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Dangerous skies
TThe Russia-Ukraine war poses great risk
for airlines operating in the region

he crash of an Azerbaijani airliner near

the Kazakhstani city of Aktau that killed

38 people has again brought into focus
the danger of flying over the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict zone. The Embraer 190 was en route from
Baku to Russia's Grozny when it was diverted and
attempted an emergency landing some kilo-
metres from Aktau. While initial fears centered
around a bird hit, government and media reports
have increasingly pointed at a misguided Russian
anti-drone attack on the plane. Holes in the plane
and videos of oxygen masks releasing would indi-
cate depressurisation. The aircraft was still air-
borne after the attack, eventually crossing the
Caspian Sea on the east, a distance of some 300
miles as the crow flies. Reports talk about the
plane's control system being damaged, which
would possiblyexplammloupyﬂglupaﬂu and
permission being denied to the damaged aircraft
to land in nearby airports although norms would
allow a damaged civilian plane to land anywhere
close. The Cockpit Voice Recorder and the Digital
Flight Data Recorder have been recovered, which
would reveal much information. Azerbaijan has
sovereignty over the flight and the Brazilian ma-
nufacturer, Embraer, would also be party to the
multi-stakeholder investigation that would reveal
the cause of the accident, the course of events,
and whether and how the control systems of the
flight were affected. The last would indicate the
role, if any, played by jamming systems that are
part of air and drone defence.

Azerbaijani and U.S. officials have blamed Rus-
sian air defence systems responding to a Ukrai-
nian attack likely with drones. Russian President
Vladimir Putin apologised to Azerbaijani Presi-
dent [lham Alivev “for the fact that the tragic inci-
dent occurred in Russian airspace”. In this half-
hearted apology, he stopped short of acknow-
ledging active Russian involvement or that it was
collateral damage to Azerbaijan, a Russian ally.
That the plane was damaged nearly 500 miles
from the Ukrainian border has shown the state of
warfare today, in which drones and microdrones
have moved centrestage as low-cost weapons
capable of strikes and surveillance across broad
swathes of enemy territory causing much dam-
age deep inside enemy territory. If the Kazakh-
stan air crash calls for one urgent response, it is
for the de-escalation of military action in the re-
gion, the success of which would depend prepon-
derantly on Moscow's willingness to end its inva-
sion of Ukraine and an agreement on limiting the
expansion of NATO. Failure to do so now risks not
only collateral damage resulting in such avoida-
ble loss of innocent lives, but could also see more
regional actors getting pulled into the conflict.

Incidents on loop, but it’s escape for regulator; airlines

he recent incident, on December 5,

2024, involving an Air India Airbus

A320 aircraft at Goa's Mopa airport is

another wake-up call for Indian
aviation. The crew of the Hyderabad-bound
aircraft had to reject takeoff after entering a
parallel taxiway instead of the main runway. This
is not the first time an event such as this has
happened to airlines in India. This falls under the
category of runway confusion. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the regulatory
body that primarily deals with safety issues, as we
have seen during the past 20 years, will blame
the pilots and sweep the report under the carpet.
The blame, squarely, points to the regulator and
the airlines. It has failed to learn from earlier
events.

The International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO)'s Annex 13 makes it mandatory for a
member-state to investigate accidents, serious
incidents and also incidents and identify the
cause and take corrective steps to prevent a
recurrence.

Series of incidents

The history of runway confusion errors by Indian
carriers is long. In 1993, a Jet Airways Boeing 737
inaugural flight to Coimbatore landed at the Sulur
air base of the Indian Air Force instead of
Peelamedu civil airport. In September 2002, a Jet
Airways Boeing 737 landed on the taxi track in
Dabolim airport in Goa. In June 2007, a Spicejet
Boeing 737 landed on the wrong runway at Dethi.
In December 2008, a Spicejet Boeing 737 landed
on a wrong runway at Kolkata. In March 2009, a
Jetlite CR]J landed on a wrong runway at Kolkata.
In September 2018, an Air India Airbus A320 on
the Delhi-Thiruvananthapuram-Male sector
landed on a wrong (under construction) runway
in the Maldives.

Just a month earlier, a Jet Airways Boeing 737
had to abort takeoff while on a taxiway at Riyadh
in Saudi Arabia. In January 2084, an Air India
Boeing 787 almost landed at Melbourne's
Essenden airport before air traffic control
directed the crew to Melbourne Tullamarine
airport. And in December 2020, a Spicejet Boeing
ﬂ7hadalurﬂmmdownslmo{dmnmwzy
threshold in Guwahati, Assam.
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Had the DGCA and the airlines concerned
taken proactive and corrective steps, India would
not have to cut a sorry figure in international
aviation. India is lucky that none of these events
resulted in fatalities. The blame is apportioned to
pilot error while the airlines and the regulator
walk away without accountability.

In June 2010, in the first meeting of the Givil
Aviation Safety Advisory Council (CASAC),
formed after the Mangaluru crash of an Air India
Express flight (May 2010), this writer had
highlighted some of the events, between 2002
and 2009, in a presentation before the Union
Minister of Civil Aviation. If such serious incidents
are still taking place in 2024, the blame falls
squarely on the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
DGCA and the airlines for their failure to prevent
a recurrence.

took i

Contrast this with an incident involving a
Singapore Airlines flight in Taiwan on October 31,
2000. The crew were trying to expedite their
departure before the ais cdosed due toa
typhoon. They took off a wrong runway
Mlichhadhzmpmianydused.meaimnﬁ
crashed i tion loded

in a fire and several passengers died. llwasmyn

uainmgandsafztysundzrdsufaldlms.dw
non:
luo&mnemfmsmxtmzmdmeﬁdunofﬂ!
DGCA's and Airport Authority of India’s safety
audits that have covered up serious
‘I'henlynsmndanklhmnrleolmem
which is supposed to oversee standards — has
hlledmmbly,asmsthesam:ypzof
accidents that have occurred and aircraft have
been written off.

Pressure on crew

India has one of the worst set of regulations on
flight and duty time limitations for flight crew.
Pilots and cabin attendants are pressured to
operate in violation of flight time limits, flight
duty limits and rest periods. The new addition to
pr!ssummmghnhdcmwmdlzhyﬂmhnded
monster called "on time performance”, or
Manyafthﬁezrmlsanbeamhnedmtheow
pressure and failure of crew resource
management in the cockpit.

In the Kozhikode crash, the captain was ina
hurry to land because he was required to operate
the next day’s flight. The accident is a classic case
of “press-on-it is" where, once the pilot gets fixed
on to the landing strip, no inputs are received
from the other pilot. The same happened in the

in heavy rain and with strong winds.
took corrective measures and there has not been
a serious incident till date. Can India not learn
from them?

Airlines in India have had a repeated number
of accidents involving high and fast approaches,
resulting in runway overruns since 2005. In
October 2005, an Air Sahara Boeing 737 went off
the runway at Mumbai and there was serious
damage to the aircraft. In March 2015 a Spicejet
DHS-D sustained damage during a runway
excursion on landing in Hubli. In July 2019, a
Spicejet Boeing 737 overran the runway in
Mumbai on landing and was damaged. In
December 2016, a Jet Airways Boeing 737 went off
the runway at Goa after a rejected take off

A majority of those aircraft have resulted in
hull losses and some such as the Mangaluru and

training
standards

zhikode (2020) crashes have resulted in the
loss of 179 lives. In all those overrun accidents,
pilots have been blamed but never the poor

luru accident. i calls by the
co-pilot to go around were ignored.

The incident, in Mopa, Goa, shows a lack of
knowledge of runway markings by the pilots.
R:mwysatdnmmetznnackhawspecdic
markings. Pilots landing short is also an
indication of a lack of knowledge of runway

Yy tiance of stabilised
approach criteria. Airline training and safety
departments should wake up and address these
serious training deficiencies.
hldlahammuveﬁwndveddadzp"lrapdm
is alive, blame him. If he is dead, bury him
mmdduimtdﬂmznddmytmhmuax
the behest of airline is a serious
safety issue. Tbaddfueltntheﬁmlsalbylcm
decision asking the DGCA to negotiate with the
two sides to find a suitable solution. Safety and
fatigue are not negotiable. This is another
instance of the judiciary having no clue about

One Nation One Election and representative democracy

he Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024,

that was tabled in the Lok Sabha,
propases simultaneous elections for the Lok
Sabha and State/Union Territory Legiskative
Assemblies with the insertion of Article 82(A).
This ambitious reform seeks to synchronise K. Gireesan
elecnuns fmdnemmdtinLnkSabhaand is with the

to the State

Korean drama

South Korea’s political class must

ioritise constitutional stability

ver the decades, South Korea has

evolved from a brutal military dictator-

ship to a pro-business democracy. But
this journey has also been bundled with contro-
versies involving corruption, abuse of power and
political vendetta. The impeachment of the act-
ing President, Han Duck-sco, who took charge a
few days earlier following the impeachment vote
against President Yoon Suk Yeol, exemplifies the
vulnerabilities in the political system. Gover-

Assemblies. IfdlzlnkSabhaorasmeAssemhly

Department of Public
Administratian, Rajiv

the system. Citizens in i dits
effectiveness, vndlsnmzzxplorugahzmaﬂm
such as direct democracy, expert rule, or even
mhomzrnnregunes

mmgleadusbypmjgpﬂrlunmrydmds.

mefflcmnzs.klzmur@y military rule garnered

between 15% to 17% support in nations such as

Greece, Japan, the UK., and the U.S. Such trends
underscore

dates a mini 30-day period
feedback on legislation. llmqmmsdraﬁ
Bills to be accompanied by explanatory notes that
clarify key provisions in accessible terms.
However, the process adopted for ONOE fell
short. First, inadequate consultation period: The
high-evel committee issued a public notice on
January 5, 2024, inviting suggestions on ONOE.
leswtreymjusl 10 days — until January 15

respond, undermining the spirit of the 2014

is dissolved before its five-year term, mid-term Gandhi National growing distrust in representative pohcy Second, lack of explanatory material:

elections will only cover the remainder of the Institute of Youth systems, driven by perceived inefficiencies, Despite the high-Jevel committee being

original tenure. ption, and unfulfilled promises. blished in 2023, no y
The Bill also amends Articles 83, 172, and 327, Regional Centre, nomsarba:hgrmmd papers were

with changes effective from an ‘app d date’, ¢ k wyan's critique limiting citizens’ und:rsundmgo(dnpmposal‘s

post-2029 general elections, thereby initiating Inlndn debates about representative democracy | scope and challenges. Third, framing of

simultaneous elections in 2034. A second Bill, the are not new. Jayaprakash Narayan, in his seminal The high-level

Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, work, A Plea for Reconstruction of Indian Polity seeking )!S/I"IO rvspmsesmwpporm'IgONOF.

aligns the tenure of Union Territories’ legislative (1959), offered a deep critique of parti ¥ the i the

Assemblies with the Lok Sabha and State danocracyjl’axguzdthadumhanmon mamzrwasaheadysmled

Assemblies. individual voting created an ‘atomized society’, Such procedural lapses risk alienating citizens
While the proposal seeks administrative wlmhglmmd.parﬁsanpdiﬁcs and stakeholders, undermining trust in the

efficiency and reduced election fatigue, critical
questions arise: has the ‘One Nation, One

JP highlighted the following defects - risks of

reform process. In a diverse democracy like
India, meaningful public engagement is vital to

nance has been in a paralysed state ever since Mr. Election (ONOE)’ process been truly inclusive and "S"'_‘"R:‘_Y"s::od minority governments: In a multi-party system ensure that policy reflects varied perspectives
Yoon became President in 2022, While he won on mpresenmve? Are there limits to our G e, A like India, he warned that parliamentary and fosters consensus.
a thin margin, the opposition Democratic Party ding of the rep ive spirit of (GMIT-SOG)"‘ ;‘"m democracy risks unstable and unrepresentative
took control uf the Natumzl ly Controver- Indian democracy? ' ts. 2| for d
sies and 1l 1 and his approval rat- First, demagoguery and populism: JP The ONOE Blllrmsesamalmnestwrsmnthz
ing tanked to below 20%. In April this year, the Unds di ive d highlighted how political parties k P oﬂrdnndzmouacyﬁrst,
Democratic Party won the legislative election Representative d:mocmy is a system wherein public opinion through half4ruths, empty Ii versus
again, widening its lead in Parliament. As the citizens elect representatives to make decisions promises, and divisive rhetoric. lecti nsksafunher lising of power,
dlasmbelwzmmeprmdcmyandﬁnuppus: on their behalf. Rooted in the principles of free lisation of power: Parli v i ing the federal spirit of the
National d, Mr. and fair elections, political accountability, and democra(y acuxdng toJP, concentrates power Cmsmuwn. Stamspeal'lc issues may be
Yoon declared martial law earlier this month, the protection of individual rights, it balances in the state, d by namnzl narratives. Second,
which triggered instant protests from political majority rule with the protection of minority between citizens and the nﬁnnal B and par : by curtailing
quarters and the public. In a country that still i . This form of governance becomes Third, financial costs of elections: P critiqued mmxlzamnandnshmgmﬁmm the
keeps the dark memories of its not-so-distant mil- especially critical in diverse and populous the exorbitant cost of elections, tethering government risks sidelining citizens' voices,
itary dictatorships, his move was seen as an ex- countries such as India. democracy to moneyed interests and large weakening democratic inclusivity. Third,
treme measure aimed at torpedoing its democra- mdmetmalundu'pixmmﬂnphmth( isations. elm:laccmnuxbilnyfmqmlelzmudnk
cy. He was impeached and Prime Minister Han elected rep i Whi]e crmc:l JP‘sanalysls aimed to reform enhance ility by
stepped in as the i mlznm leader. But his tenure enslrhgslablegwemanmwhde y. His ibling voters to evaluate governments
has also proved short. accommodating competing interests, Citizens, rtsmalt today as India delmzs ONOE and its l!gulaﬂy Slmulmneom elections could dilute this
mnlsduﬁrsumuSwlhKortaxsunp!ichlg being too numerous and diverse to participate
an interim leader. The crux of the dispute was directly in governance, delegate authority to their For a reform as significant as ONOE, an lndu‘: demomxx fabnc thrives on cmxzn
Mr. Han's refusal to appoint three judges to fill va- elected representatives. The system thrives on The process inclusive zndrqmsumnve process is crucial. In
cancies at the nine-member Constitutional periodic elections, i  citizen i d d for the , public opinion Eeﬁunns such as ONOE, while aimed at efficiency,
Cum:t.Acm(dning.oumKnma’sl‘ itution, a and institutional checks and bal. One Nation One shapes policy, haldmggummlmlsacmunmb!e must not compromise these principles. A rushed
President will be stripped of powers as soon as Despite its theoretical merits, representative Election Bill had | 10 ¢itizens’ aspirations and concerns. Toachieve | process undermines trust and risks
they are impeached in Parliament but to remove democracy faces growing challenges in practice. 1 hat affc thls.,. byadhcmgmdleptmplzs
them from office, at least six judges in the Consti- A 2024 Pew Research Center study across 24 apecs that affect bl blis to gather above can our democracy remain truly
tutional Court should rule in favour of the im- nations, including Brazil, India, Nigeria, South India’s dlversev:zws.:mimssdullzlgcs.andznhme representative in letter and spirit.
peachment. The opposition accused Mr. Han of Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United democratic transparency.
delaying the constitutional process, while Mr. States, revealed widespread disillusionment with fabric The Prelzgislalive Consultation Policy, 2014, The views expressed are personal
Han and the ruling People’s Power Party argued
!)monlyanekcwd?mndemhzslhpuwasm
sign off for the Consti . LR S b
i s that the political and LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
constitutional crisis is expected to persist for the Manmohan Singh the country for 10 years, children of today who are economic powerhouse. His of every Indian. Singh. | was the
foreseeable future at a time when South Korea is While Dr. Manmohan Singh | The economic reforms of habituated to online contributions underscore Devendra Khurana superintending engineer,
grappling with economic woes and also security deserves everybody's 1991 have not been reading. This is not as the transformative power of | Bhepal, Madhya Pradesh irrigation dircle, Kumool,
challenges from the North. A prolonged crisis applause for his economic property handled by beneficial and effective as leadership rooted in from February 2002 to June
and paralysis in governance could also weaken reforms — along with the successive governments having a proper book in pragmatism and foresight, | had the privilege of being 2004. Dr. Singh evinced
the political institutions and empower anti-de- former Prime Minister, PV. which resulted in the their hands and reading it. leaving an indelible mark present at Dr. Singh's visit to | keen interest, eliciting many
mocratic forces which were in power until the Narasimha Rao — that country and the common M. Chandrasekhar, on modem India. Somayajulapalli village in details as well as asking
late 1980s. This is perhaps the deepest crisis steered India away from a people being dragged into Kadapa, Andhra Pradesh Avineshwar Bhardwaj, Kurnool district, Andhra about the irrigation outlook
South Korea is facing since its transition into a de- big crisis, it is to be noted debt traps and a Darbhangs, Bihar Pradesh, in 2004, when he in the district.
mocracy. Its fractious political class should prior- that the great economist’s westernisation of social life. | It was Dr. Singh's vision that laid the foundation stone Y. Abdul Basheer,
itise constitutional stability over narrow political knowledge and talent were | But there is a positive side. India into a India has lost a statesman for a minor irrigation tank. Hyderabad
interests. The new acting President should strive sidelined by the Congress The former Prime Minister's | hub for innovation and and a fine economist. Dr. The Kumnool District Letters emailed 1o
for consensus with tlw kzy pames on appoml party. voracious book-reading h, laying the Singh may have slipped into | Collector, Ajay Jain, letters@thehindu.co.in
ments to the C The party only used the habit has to be utilised to jation for its the pages of history but he explained the salient must carry the full postal
the impeachment pmceedmgapmu Mr Yoon. great man as a tool to rule inspire the youth and the emergence as a global will live forever in the heart | features of the project to Dr. | address.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SPENDING SHIFTS

Household consumption expenditure survey findings need to
be correlated with other data, like those on wages

ASTWEEK, THE " Sammmtantt

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRrDLY WISE
THIS WORLD 18 RULED BY VIOLENCE; BUT | GUESS
THAT'S BETTER LEFT UNSAID.
— Bon Dytan

A reformer, a welfarist

Manmohan Singh's programmes viewed the poor as

rights-bearing citizens, not recipients of largesse

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

ALONE IN THE post-independence history of
India,

ficeof the

not because of a mass political

uonupendnmumdautduﬂmhm 2023 to July 2024, lhulam-nh
2,61 lakh households — follows
asimihuurveyuwwnnrrk'dmihtyurhdnm While in the past, large
ys have typically rried out once every five
years, the raﬂmlckvrmldumngmobxk to-back surveys was to check the robust-
ness of the used in the 2022-23 survey.
As per the katest survey, in rural areas, the average monthly per capi
penditure rose to Rs 4,122 in 2023-24, up from Rs 3,773 in 2022-23. For urban areas, the
comparable numbers are Rs 6,996 and Rs 6,459, Mmi‘hrmnmmsmrpnm ha

hne He altered India’s economic fum in

lmmwmvummmnmcmm

policy is his truly monumental legacy.

Letus recall the circumstances of the first
half of 1991, The balance of payments had
Imhrd from one crisis to another, and in

mid-July, hﬂuhadnlmlcbvrgnm“nl:
Jeft that anly two weeks of imports could

;mwnatam\md] Y

increase he

erage monthly expenditure, Mmhhmlmrnhunmwmmzml <12 to 4638 per
cent in 2022-23 in rural areas, and from 42,62 per cent to 39,17 per cent in urban areas,
edged up slightly to 47.04 per cent and 39,68 per cent in 2023-24 respectively. This could
mmuhumdmmmmmmmmmmmmmnmm
tohave said th f The latest survey data also

l-urh rural

fall with tnﬁmﬁnn

financed. Put simply, India was on the verge
oft

Eartier,

short. stabul-
nahon plan under an IMF-led stand-by
ammﬂmum used to be getting at

ic balanc -tht

deficit — in control. To India's great fortune,

hows that the ingata
relatively faster pace.
nnﬂmduvbmamhnhlknrmmngpermmlon 1210 712 per cent in 2022-23
and further to 69.7 per cent in 2023-24 However, as per a report in this paper, in the five years
ending in 2023-24, mvlmlmrdwmwrwuslwrcrm,mlrmlmamthhwa

Singh, as the nation's finance
minister in 1991, saw the crisis as an opportu-
nity to attend to the long-term economic is-
sues, not viewing it only as a short-run prob-
Il‘mwhkhdmnt it also was. In a historic

bhaon July 24, I99| he

<04 per cent. The trend of \going year as well,
The survey s ladeckine i The Gini coefficient has
fallen from 0.283 in 2011-12t00.266 in 2022-23 and fi 00.237 in2023-24in rural

eas, and from 0.363 in 2011-12to 0314 in 2022-23 and to 0.284 in 2023-24 in urban areas,
The disaggregated data shows that in 2023-24, consumption of the top 5 per cent in rural
and urban areas was actually lower than in NZZ 23, In comparison, other data points to-

fiscal adjustment alone cannot suffice. mry
must be supported by essential reforms in
economic policy... (facilitating) a transition
b gy

price-based mechanism.”
The argument, in other words, was that

il the distrily Thereis also the issue of
how much of total Imnhﬁswrﬂlmhcmmibylkunlwys h to lMIasxnmmlcpolny.Pl :ﬂ;m‘:un
from the national accounts. e
hold ys do not just provide information on the mulation. Otherwise, such macroeconomic
ch, bt " A&
sch asth price index. Considering th shiftsin prwmwmldbumlrdﬁmhdmm
e e oy in 201112 for thefallinthe  MOVement fowards eco
sl cervals — these surveys will have wide Internally, this led to whau R laaduh

A CRISIS TO THE WEST

Cross-border strikes by Pakistan, Afghanistan’s retaliation mark
adeepening of volatility in a fragile region

N AUGUST 2021, there was a barely disguised lrinmpluhsm in Rawalpindi and

lamabad after the US from and the swift takeover of

b Taliban, Then Khan had said that the Taliban's return

marked lhc Myun people “breaking the shackles of slavery” and there was talk

All programmes for the
subaltern were legislated as
the rights of the less
privileged. It can be argued
that many governments in
India, including the present
one, conceptualise welfare as

riet-

supplemented with openness to foreign in-
vestment. “We have reached a stage of devel-
opment”, argued Manmohan Singh in the
justly famous July 1991 Lok Sabha speech,
we should welcome, rather than fear,

P .

mrm kindness ntwha( social scientists call
idea of illion citi-

le. Rights-
in gov-

emment schemes, [tis,

Joopar
dise our economic: These fears are

and laws, which then spawn schemes (yoj-
nayein). Theseare two very different concepts.

sovereignty.
misplaced. We must not remain
captivesof afiear of the East India Company as
if nothing has changed in the past 300 years™

derprivileged as rights-bearing citizens, not
simply as recipients of langesse,
d welfare, the civil

tion that, unreversed by later governments,

has lasted till today. In 1980, India was the

50th largest economy in the world, By the

time ffice in 2014, the Ind

omy was among the top 10 in GDP (and has

bcmlrtmhmbymwll\hm-nw—
for the

nuclear deal with the US was a massive
achievernent of Manmohan Singh as India's
Prime Minister. The deal ended what used to
be called the nuclear apartheid and took the
US-India relationship to a new level. The ten-
stons that used to mark the US-India relation-

dle class has come
first time in modern Indian history. India al-
ways had some very rich people and a large
mass of the poor, but the middle class was
minuscule. Not so any more.

Finally, pvcnmewmdaanl(smtylinr
(Slsﬂa day at 2011 prices), nearly 250-300

old War had lost their ration-
ahaslhttoldWarmdedSﬂthnuﬂ:
diplomatic effort had to be made to turn the
post-Cold War phase into a set of policies and
programmes, Both for geopolitical and eco-
namic reasons, a close relationship with the
1

million people have | b«nliardmmlpwmy the f it and managed i
since 1991, This poverty record i anew i Inco- India's
not asChina's,  diaspora any case, heavily i
wards the! l"‘ MW«M
inthe post-Maoera.

Indeed, the inability of markets to not lift
more people out of poverty led Manmohan
Singh to institute a new set of policy innova-
tions in his second coming — when he be-
came India’s Prime Minister (2004- 14). In this
phase, the makings of a modem welfare state
were put in place, with a focus on the poor
and the marginalised. In 2005, rural India got
aright toemployment for 100 days ayear via
the world's largest employment guarantee
wuyam(MNREGA) In 2009 a ﬂ;hl toedu-

2013,

acts of government kind,
or what social scientists call

Bha'wati called “a bonfire of
cences”. mmummmwm
where to invest, how much and with what
kind of tech  domestic

patrimonialism. Rights-

based welfare is not
embodied in government
\

wmﬁvrmhm!lnmmmdﬂw
economy, Externally, trade pessimism, typical
of the earlier era, was to be abandoned, and a

-Itis anchored in
legislation and laws, which
then spawn schemes.

;‘;i'ly Alldmlswnmdrr;lrddbya right
to information (2005), which citizens could
exercise to find out how serious the govern-

Union. Government polky finally yavuwd
clam m wishes.

S&M\apmmalmn before, duringand

after

‘with him, starting with his days as the head of

the Reserve Bank of India and later when he
" il Delhi L

civility would perhaps be the best way to de-
scribe what | experienced. Even when in po-

touched

hiem, and civility never failed.

India has lost one of its greatest citizens
after Independence, one who gave the na-
tion so much.

mm(m;hndrivrrywn
ll that this was The writer is Sol Goldman professor of
forlhrnbllmwtm s thy Browm Univ
o 1} Saxena Center for Contermporary South Asio at
ence m-mmnloy uunbur;ued(hn mmy the Watson Institute. Views are personal

Out OF LINE

Virat Kohli's shoulder-bump to Sam Konstas was aggression, not negligence

from senior members of the abtml the ion of a new bloc” in the re-
gion. The clash ‘akistan’s figh

1latod it conit the Durand Line after F 1o callod hid
outs for the fi mark g ™ finsta-
bilbty in analmdyvnl.mlr regian,
ritories. The Pakistan Army, which has long fostered militant groups to deploy against SANDEEP DWIVEDI
I faces si ity. ™
ndia, sgmkamchdkn?umluawmy It has accused Kabul of the 15 ONE fine in the ICC's statemment on
Tatuil & ThRLN Py A = Pulditac The Virat Kohli's shoulder-barge of 19-year-old
Tahbandonnmmmpmlmm:amum-n fer to it as Aussie operier Sam Konstas that most
The! to suffer disagree with: Kohli had “negligently bumped
terrorist operations. The Pakistan state's refusal to engage with the Pashtun T If- ",
respect) Movernent (PTM) — th this year se Ital il no fi | hearing sired
riously the grievances of the community only make a peaceful, constructive dialogue Kohli had admitted the offence and accepted
more difficult The fact s that at the current moment, the Pakistan Army and the govern- the 20 per cent match-fee cut.

ment have their backs to the wall. The country has gone through a

means “failure to take care”,

crisis, and the insurgency in Balochistan is a threat to the security of Chinese-backed proj-
ects It has also hadbotdtrchshawimlrn

For long, the P ‘strategic depth’ fi
mﬂmmhmhMamwhcnmh{\nmiw d

is-a-visits

One need blind or
clude that Kohli was anything but aware of
what he was doing when he walked to the
edge of the pitch in his attempt to shatter a
young batting buccaneer’s confidence and
tum cricket into a contact sport.

mumanmnuumummmmamwmmxu._._.,

muchof the ihad's support for the time being. However, Rawalpindi
and Islamabad would be ill-advised to the depth of the gr of the
Puhnnwiwhm:dhrdlnrlhebmupindﬁwd:rliimyhmnnm)yh

He con-

dain. But with ICC confusing Kohli's planned
trek to the side of the pitch as a forgetful pro-
fessor s f world

commentators with problems with the ris-
ing ball be allowed to commentate in Perth
or those facing isswes with swing be allowed
in the media area in England?

Kohli's actions didn't go down well with
leading Indian voices. Ravi Shastri and Sunil
Gavuuptl«lupd\rludnnwhmm-

had their
halancing act ready. The voiceover for theday's
most-talked-about moment said: “Aussie
teenager bumps into Kohli, who isn't too im-
pressed”. It's the same as reporting deforesta-
tion with the headline: “Tree walks up to the
axe, falls over it and cuts itself™,

to be short-lived. They seemed to have made
up when they met at the end of the innings.
“This would have broken the hearts of televi-
sion producers, ke it might have when young
Konstas poured freezing water over the issue
by saying it happens, it is cricket”.

Over the last few years, there is an “out-
rage industry” that has grown around Kohli.
Any criticism of Indian stars is followed with
the social media meltdown of those who as-
sociate with the Virat Army. Such is the pop-
ularity of cricket's superstar that support for
him also gets monetised.

Bule!hslmldmhmnbnu'ﬂm

tions involving Kohli. They can't resist taking
sides in a good old face-off during modem
cricket's most-watched rivalry, Since the start
of the series, the Indian television audience

Mmlhrumuumnldvto&nﬂmllbemhcdtminNchIllnu(mﬂywdl
be dofi

body prospe
of tuming cricket into football, if not o
The Aussie commentators were livid,
maybe their criticism was more shrill than
the moment dﬂewed But the issue lhal

FreezeE FRAME E P Unny

should ideally b
had turned into whataboutery and a
bizarre debate.

Former Aussie skipper Ricky Ponting
would say that a fielder "should be nowhere
near the batsman at that stage... where the
batsmen congregate and get together”.
Voices in the Indian media would remind
Ponting of his own disciplinary record as an
active professional, By that logic, should

Television broadcasters love
confrontations involving
Kohli. They can’t resist
taking sides in a good old
face-off during modern
cricket’s most-watched
rivalry. In these times of
‘reels’ and 'shorts’, an angry
exchange is gold dust

and a Kohli

shoulder-barge priceless.

cusses the Monkeygateseries and R Ashwin-
Tim Paine “See you at Gabba" sledge.

the history of
confrontation, It goads the fans to stay tuned,
suggesting that another angry exchange could
be round the cormer. In these times of “reels™
and “shoets”, an angry exchange is gold dust
and a Kohli shoulder-barge priceless, Even the
promos of the Test series make two of the
a0 waill-Betiaved crick

~ captains Rohit Sharma and Pat Cummins —

agggression, it has

made hima modern-day great. But he should
have picked someane of his stature and age
to confront. Konstas is a teenager who didn't
get intimidated by the grand occasion of a
Boxing Day Test. He wasn't conscious of the
bowler he was facing or the greats standing
behind him in the slips, one of them being
Kohli, his role model since his childhood.
Konstas was sure of his skills, and played like
he. H Gaik

when he was a teenager.

At least, Kohli should have respected that.
Atleast, for once, he could try to be a hero who
would not disappoint his fanboy. Konstas de-
served a pat on the hack for carrying forward
his legacy, not a shoulder-barge. But why does

Despite the best efforts of marketers, the
series has been mostly .mrd'ul. The

cause it keeps the wheel moving.

DU
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DECEMBER 30, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

CONG'S LANDSLIDE WIN

THE CONGRESS (1) GAINED a three-fourths
majority in the Lok Sabha as it continued its
‘winning streak shattering all previous elec-

erating the Opposition inmost um‘-s. The

up a mind-boggling 395 of 495 m.;.,

AIADMK wins TN

THE RULING ALL-India Anna Dravida

Ts

highest-ever election majority. With all the
232 results announced, elections in two con-
stituencies being reprimanded, the JADMK
won 133 seats and the Congress (1) won 62,

PM’s NEW HOUSE

THE GOVERNMENT HAS found a new resi-
dence for the Prime Minister. It will comprrise
two bungalows — numbers 5 and 7 — on
Race Course Road in New Delhi. The Central
Public Works Drpanm( will soon take

from No. 1 Safdarjung Road to her office,

NEW CABINET
MRWVCAPDHrSnewabInﬂ. whldnm.ly

Bineold. hose kil
face lyto

b
be

government are PV Narasimha Rao, Pranab
Mukherjee, S B Chavan, Buta Singh, and
Mohsina Kidwai, The new entrants are likely
to be K C Pant, who has served in India

over these
suit the PM's needs. The search comes after
Indira Gandhi's assassination while walking

Gandhi's in the past, and
Madhavrao Scindia, who defeated Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in Gwalior.
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Inadequate cover
India needs better measure of insurance penetration

he Centre and Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) have
beenwotﬂrgonbhupdmmadﬂm

age in India by 2047. Work is
sﬂdmbeon,mnmendthelnanmhlmmm
in composite licenses for life and non-life insurers,
reduce solvency requirements, allow 100 per cent
Foreign Direct Investment and so on. However, data
ﬁomllnmm:elasedmmlmponformu
shows i P declining in recent years.

g Presenting data from a Swiss Re report,
9,

IRDAI has noted that insurance penetration,
after inching up from 3.7 per cent in FY16 to
4.2 per cent in FY22 slumped to 3.7 per cent in
FY24. This was barely changed from 3.4 per
cent a decade ago. This seems
counter-intuitive as Indiahasas manyas 73
insurers in the fray, with banksand
intermediaries hard-selling insurance plans
The decade has also seen the rollout of
multiple government-run schemes that offer
affordable health, accident and life covers to
low-income families. Clearly, policymakers
ma!lodeh:dcepcrmlomemczuscsfor
this trend. A good starting point would be
devising more relevant measures to gauge
insurance penetration, specific to India. Swiss
Re data calculates insurance penetration as
the percentage of premiums collected by the
insurance industry to the country’s GDP.
Premiums are a poor indi of i
coverage in India, because the life insurance
industry focuses on savings products, where
onlya small fraction of the ‘premiums’
mswmcrspa\gomf\mdmmmucm«
insurance penetration in terms of
sum assured would give a better sense of
actual coverage. It is critical to have numbers
on the proportion of citizens or households
covered by life and non-life insurance, rather
go by than premium-to-GDP.

That said, it is not unlikely that insurance
penetration in India has been flat-lining. Life
insurance products have been sold more for
their tax breaks than their ability to deliver
protection. The withdrawal of tax benefits on
the maturity proceeds from
investment-cum-insurance plans in recent
Budgets and the lack of section 80C benefits
under the new tax regime are likely to have

LINE&
LENGTH.

elections to the BJP of course, but alsoto
other much smaller parties.

To be sure there was that bump from
54 seats inthe Lok Sabha in 20191099 in
was on the back of a massive lie that the
BIPwould end reservation if it
majority. It proved the dictum that the
mi&ﬂkmﬂdynuwk

But there's a problem. Rahul can't
mmm-hmmn

hsmpmhu'sn.

These two facts — losing elections
and being unable to claim credit fora
successful strategy — have resulted ina
general consensus that he needs to
retire from politics. It's this pressure
that he has to fight between now and the
next general election.

Hence my question: who is he really
fighting with all this the RIP
or his own party and its allies® Few

businessline.

MONDAY - DECEMSER 30 - 2004

Rahul Gandhi fighting
the BJP or his own party?

There has been a transformation in Rahul Gandhi’s image of late.
But that hasn’t helped the Congress electorally

\?Sl‘hadmmmdufm
and went seriously populist with

after coming to power in 1977 in Bengal.
The focus was on distribution.
MNREGA was the result.

It halted the party’s decline fora

Indira Gandhi did exactly the same
thing In 1969 she nationalised 14
banks and the
D rm S e tviemed byt ke,

conservative seniors of the party.

It was the Konstas. ifyou
like. Take the battle to the opponent.
In 1987 Rajiv Gandhi followed the
playbook when he came under fire from

decade. Manmohan Singh opposed it but

Rahul Gandhi can’t
outdo Mr Modi on these
lollipops meant for the
voters. So he has been
advised to look for
something that will make
the BJP hop. And that
something is caste

But he has made sure it’s properly
targeted in order to get a bigger bang per
buck. Except for the free food to 800

lnlknpupk,pquhbnm broad
spectrum antibiotic for him. :

RAHUL'S TURN

‘This has created a problem for Rahul. He
can't outdo Mr Modi on these

meant for the voters. So he has been
advised to look for something that will
make the BIP hop.

and have become poli
So Rl s o pom 1
this caste life line. And he has
very good use of it. Gone isthe
“richare richer, are getting
poorer’ (h:mmmn
over incomes.
It’s now entirely about entitlements
based on caste and transferring the

“Islam is in danger” strategy of Jinnah to
“youwill be crushed” rumoars.

own party. But for that to happen he has
to win at least one election on his own,
not fall short by 172 seats.

and his sponsors,
I'bonmnd:w
hn.()ltht

%aﬁadlmnlmnﬁc
money and they can't afford to be out of
power for such long periods of time.

Manmohan’s perspective on agri reforms

He pushed for better pricing of farm produce and emphasised moving people out of agriculture on favourable terms

dented demand for insurance products. st T 18 shift n indep India’s
- . S Saraeh v Average monthly household income (2021-22) s policy, iming to provide
capitalise on the ind i the £ Manmohan Singh's o mmﬂvﬁr&m
surge during forward-looking approach to In 2006, during a visit to the
Couid years cf FYZ1 s FY22, Low agriouicre st not be Ml sources combined 13,561 (100) 1,438 (100) 12,698 (109) oy -
persistency ratios, which see majority of forgorten. In his speech at the S7th Coltivats VT 1) 29100 Singh engaged directly with the
policyholders stop paying premiums after the Counc (DG a2 b Unstckraeg LoD ® s pcommmees e ey vy
f!ﬁh_\m.hmtﬂpmpanlmxs-selluugd ) “Paradamically, we should not im at Other enterprises 20009 1809 (16) 1523019 Setrodiscedthe Debt
investment-cum-insurance plans. In non-life increasing total wment in Wage labowr 223818 2527 26) 2,53 (29) Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme” during
products, buyers seem to be vexed with the ma}nmnn:mm Govt/ Pyt service 119 a9 6,59 (58) 45400 mgi i e
patchy claims record. people out of agriculture by providing Other sources. 10 150 (1) ) As waiver ofits
IRDAI has sought to improve the ::‘ employment in the S A P ekonSorvey 078 ot y e BAID d‘;@mw"“
minimum surrender value norms for life of farmers would only rise if fewer y from more stable sources, Farmers, g as short-term solutions to agrarian
policies, ushering in simplified product people: in farming with 58 per cent of their income coming Msmasnhni distress, at that time, it was considered
literature, mandating lower waiting periods TocAR Infly Prest Viiaciel b govermment or pebvate jobs. Initiated in 2004, the ¢ asig el e
for health coversand so on. These steps need the National Bank for Agricultureand = reducing the number of people in mmmmﬂ Likewise, the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
to be accompanied by enforcement actions Rural Development (see table) could lead to larger land sector in India and devising 3 Yojana (RKVY), lsunched in 2007,
against mis-selling and awareness creation provides insightful data on the holdings per farmer and improved P ategy the geted achieving a 4 per cent annual
about the need for protection, for ¢ s : . g visbility and sustainabilityof  growth inag; by .
to willingly buy insurance. -agrcu easing the income Between December 2004 and v P
e India, reinforcing Dr. Singh’s visionon October 2006, the commission Toaid small and marginal farmers,
du gri p 000y 2 workers submitted five the Farm Loan Interest
h f: percap into agr roles could The final report of the National lowered borrowing costs.
b FS relieve the strai G S Dr Singh's
OTHER VOICES. NABARD SURVEY anM_v,EuM-wld the causes of farmer distress and the increased for agricultural
The survey g align with policies s g increasinginstance suicides,  research
monthly d skill P advocating for the imp ofa doption of
income of €13 661, -mh!syucal i holistic national policy for farmers. k and practices.
2 coming from cultivation. As Dr Singh indicated, the transition In his I Day: in
This income is supplemented by be accompanied by higher farm PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS 2006, Dr. Singh highlighted the need for
wage labour and employment in incomes, sothat the is not One of the landmark recommendations  fair pricing in agriculture, stating, “We
:w-.zkm"m':mEY s defeat in he US government or private sectors, distress-driven. It will then enhance the by grudge our farmers
- Barack O observed that A risked indicating a reliance on varied income financial stability of rural households. h‘wpuaumrdmrhzmuof better incomes when incomes of other
» production for their crops, a policy sections of society are rising

entering “an epistemnaological crisis™. The prospect of Mr Trump's return
to the White House in January validstes his predecessor’s premonition
Mr Obama was talking about media fragmentation and polarisation:
different segrments of society existing in discrete information spaces;
arguments no longer drawn from a common reservair of facts; no shared
reality, no foundation of truth. “Then by definition the marketplace of
idens doesn't worl.” he said “And by definition our democracy doesnt
Wwork ™ It it only American democracy that s imperilied Chaos and
malicious falsehood in the information arena have disrupted politics in
Srr country where governments are chosen in free elections. e

FRCE AR

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

wmnm’y y lower
average income of €11,438 but benefit

often referred to as “minimum support
ice (MSP) plus 50 per cent™.

Buying  and tokd me t was very
§904,"he said It rallied to ¥2.000
one or two years and then started

Raamdeo Agarwal, co founder of the stock markee”. ¥ ony l investors
Motial Oz jy sudin 1991 were biessed ke Agarwal, the ndan
e bought the Vysya Bark stock for stock market would have become
#2032 piece | dont knowwhy| the new Macau of the world
bought & One of my clierts was Revanth speaks his mind

Recently when the representatwves of
Teugs Firm Mimatry met the
Tetangana Chef Mmiszer & Rmvanch

South Korea’s Deepening Turmoil Glrgto?00 Hadmoideawhy  Aeddythe tragedy that occured
Thais y stuation motion agarst the Congress Party members 1n 37 er3 dominated by optes. Dr pretres merafyng amexrher e wert upand came down be ta durng Pushpa 2 came
mmmnmm‘nmmmmmmw paying tribute to former Srghslegacyremamarrebeacon  cutmight B t2¥0befores  Aeddy who doesat mince words
e ver o Anegatve rroact onthe Prime Minister Manmohan of humility, mtellect, Whie touched 20 agan He sent the sad, "t s my respormibliey to
wons inevetzble This i.an suefor Singh (he photo) »» servce Ha actions spoke louder cting global rsis and mftwon - 1do mot have any
suuanuwmmuuemcmmpmwmmm € e control, ¥ w Bergaiury but ¢ was lost Frally, he persoral preferences”
Kores Nations' ton sgarnt Brime Stoic integrity for generations. 2 diplomatic nudge toward policy ot the duplicate copy after six Further, he said et us 2l develop the
mmm“wmmmemum s nda's dg easing to timulate the economy. months and by the time the stock film industry together. Reddy’s
Acting s presudert snce an rpeachrment Moon ws psed Jast Presdent 1991 economic criss, aquiet act of The Fimance Ministry's iatest Market fixx fad again rallied 1o ¥2.000 Fnally he  goverament han sought tocreate a
Yoon Suk Yeol who briefly decired martial law and his presdentisl duties were integrity bythen France Mimister D, ecomomic report tacthully Pecplewhobsieve that researchis. soldtat ¥2250 new brand mage for the Tehugu Fim
suspended Chos Sang-mok, the deputty prime minister and economy and france Singhbecamea hghighted groweh concerms the idedne of stock market He summed € up “When God wants Industry.
rerrster wil nOw e v 25 both 3t S et 3 YT TRTSEr e 16 e 1 testament to his uneavering without directly criticzing the investmene. need 3 serious rethink. £0 give. you make alot of moneyn Our Bureaus
Fubiksted by Mot 132 Flot Mo Utyog Vinar. Greater Mok Dt Caetaem Bt Nagr. U7 M1I06 o0 Dt of THE PUSLSMING PYT.LTD Ednr gt . SSNET - Se
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Restoring constitutional order in Manipur

n editorfal titled

“Welcome spotlight: On

the Supreme Court

directive to Manipur
government’ published in The
Hindu on December 14, 2024,
rightly mentions that the
executive's reticence and lack of
accountability, both at the federal
and State levels, for the
unrelenting ethnic violence in
Manipur has again forced the
higher judiciary to intervene,

we must be ol
in projecting the Supreme Court
as a benevolent institutional actor
that has dutifully responded with
alacrity matched by requisite
conviction, and concern to
consistently hold the executive to
account,

A thorough assessment of the
Supreme Court’s interventions in
Manipur over the last 18 months
and the Incremental steps it can
take to rebuild trust in the rule of
law is at least merited., In general,
we cian witness a gradual slide
towards institutional dereliction,
complacency, and apathy that is
unbecoming of a Constitutional
Court meant for all Indians, This is
evident from the fact that, except
for the last hearing on December
9, where it sought details of
destroyed and encroached
properties, the court did not hold
any effective hearings or pass
corresponding orders in 2024,

Throughout this year, the main
batch of petitions on Manipur was
heard only six times, In other
words, the court functioned as if
its writ jurisdiction had ceased to
extend to Manipur, even as 2024
saw some of the bloodiest phases
of violence and gruesome killing
of innocent victims belonging to
both warring ethnic communities.
Adding to this are the continuation
of various events that emerged on
or after May 3, 2023, and are
unprecedented in the life of our
republic, The list of illustrations Is
lengthy and extensive - the
demographic and geographical
separation of the State and its

" amill

through
buffer zone, the State's complete
surrender over the monopoly of

violence and law and order o structure envisioned for the SITy
armed militant groups, and the by the Supreme Court is still
administration of an lllegal, intact, as publicly available

hateful ethno-cultural oath to
legislators by the Arambal

information suggests that multiple
1P$ officers on deputation to the
SITs from Haryana, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, and Delhi have

A case for pragmatic approach in T.N.

vintments has left six universities without leadershi

The conflict over V-C ay

STATE OF PLAY

minee of the UGC chief, for
the selection of V-Cs of State,
private, and ‘deemed to be'
universities.

The next day, Mr. Chez-
hiaan issued a statement. He
stated that the State govern-
ment had been following lws
enacted by the State legisla-
ture. It did not accept the stip-
ulation concerned (7.3 - i)
when its Higher Education de-
partment came out with an or-
der in January 2021, The or-
der, issued by the previous
AIADMK regime, had marked
the merll ampunce of the

vernment is at liberty to frame
its own laws relating to educa-
tion in the State and Is not,
therefore, bound to accept or
follow the regulations framed
by the UGC” and in the event
of the States’ willingness to
adopt the regulations, they
would have to abide by the
conditions laid down by the
Commission,

In fact, on the very same is-
sue, the Governor, in 2023, is-
sued notifications constituting
Search-cumSelection  Com:
mittees for the identification
of candidates for a ment
of V-Cs of the Bharathiar, Ma
dras, and the Tamil Nadu
Teachers Education Universi-
thes. This prompted the State
government to approach the
Supreme Court in November
2023, where the case was
pending. In January this year,
Mr. Ravi took back the
notifications,

Subsequent to the Minis:
ter’s response, there was one
more round of exchange of

qullllcnuum for the u‘?pﬂm
ment of teachers

staff in

Joho Siute On some occasions, the ramaksshinan.tircheinu. co 0
Lawyer and Supreme Court did respond, either sought repatriation or have
researcher especially when it took suo moto already been repatriated back to mmediately after Govi
after a video d their home cadres. Chezhiaan, a three-time
tribal women being sexually legislator from Thiruvi-
assaulted and paraded naked by a | Crucial measures daimaruthur in Tamil Nadu's
mob went viral on social media, These directions, initially viewed ('mvury delta and a member
But its responses were eplisodic with a high of of SC was induct:
across several months in 2023, have overwhelmingly failed to ed as the Higher Education Mi-
only to remain largely absent in instill any sense of justice among nister in late September, he
2024, This Is evident as magisterial | the people of Manipur or arrest sounded conciliatory towards
courts in Assam, to whom the their feelings of institutional Governor-Chancellor RN, Ra-
Supreme Court had given charge neglect and the complete erosion vi, with whom the DMK go-
of pre-trial pmdmn. await its of the rule of kaw. Now that the vernment has been having a
of Court appears to have running battle over many mat-
nndqummmmbqun turned its attention back to ters, especially over appoint-
the trial. For instance, the trial is Manipur, it must undertake the ment of Vice-Chancellors (V-
yet to begin in the case of the following measures to provide the C3) to various universities,
sexual assault and naked parade of | State with a much-needed healing When Mr. Chezhiaan inte-
two tribal women, even though touch, racted with the media for the
the Central Bureau of lnvutlptlun First, given the volatile situation first time as Minister, he con-
(CBI had filed ch in ipur, intmical to a fair veyed the advice given to him
against six accused pes criminal justice system, the trials by Chief Minister MK, Stalin:
lntludlmnjuvmlk in Oclober of cases investigated by the SITs 1o avoid tussles and follow the
2023, should be transferred forthwith rules and regulations in the in-
In an order dated August 7, outside Manipur, and the terest of the students. Howey-
2023, the Supreme Court had appropriate trial courts should be er, in no time, the expecta
directed: the formation of a allowed to take cognisance of tons of a cordial relationship
committee of three retired judges, | chargesheets already filed. between the Govemnr and lhe
led by Justice Gita Mittal, to Jook Second, the SITs should be State government ¢
into all matters of relief and dhtcled 1o fill the existing with old issues getting revived.,
habili the I | vacuum and In the past week, the State
42 Special Investigation Teams provide timely tes to witnessed a famillar contro-
(SITs) in six groups based on the petitioners and the families of versy between the two institu
crimes, comprising CBI officers deceased victims about the tions over the appointment of
drawn from cad: and P of the | V-Cs. The t for the latest
headed by a retired trials. round came when Mr. Ravi ob-
Director-General of Police, By all Thirdly, considering the Jected on December 18 to a go-
The SITs should the onhe ity of multfaceted issues vernment order, issued on De-
be directed o knrmcr hn bem red arising from the conflict in cember 9, on the constitution
fill the existi rinul of | Manipur that persist and are likely of a search committee for
Infarmationial filing occasional reports, Several to continue due to the shorthisting a set of candidates
f’ ormational tribal student onganisations have governance deficit, a bipartisan for V-C of the Annamalai Un-
vacuum and since also filed separate pleas High Powered Commission iversity. According to the Go-
provide timely before the Supreme Court for mmprldn; eminent persons, vernor, this order, which had
updates to ! displaced students o bers from both fgnored the 2018 UGC Regula-
petitioners and fnher universities and pvykuloml conflicting communlllﬂ. should nons l7 3-H)on lhe. subject by
the families of a be d. This the of the
deceased victims | 0 The Hindu (December 18, 2024) | in turn, be directed to report its University Grants Commission
pros he stated that chargesheets for only findings directly to a Special (UGC) Chairman from the pa-
° but ¢ ey 6% (192 cases) out of 3,023 Bench of the Supreme Court, nel, “violates Supreme Court
progress of the registered cases have been filed by | which should be given the task of Judgments.” As per the regula-
Investigations the SIT till November 20, 2024. 1t exclusively hearing cases related tions, there has to be a panel
and trials remaing unchear how much of the | to the ethnic violence in Manipur. of 35 persons, including a no-

and colleges under the control
of the State Higher Education
department. However, the or-
der was categorical in stating
that the “appointment and se-
lection of the Vice-Chancel
lor” of 12 universities would be
governed by provisions of the
Tamil Nadu Universities Laws
(amendment), 2017, and in
respect of Madras University,

words b him and Mr,
Ravi, But, what is at stake is
the fate of six universities,
which do not have V-Cs for
months, the earliest vacancy
bedng at Bharathiar University
since October 2022, Madras
University has remained head-
less since August 2023, In ad-
dition, there are two universi-
thes wherein the extended
tenure of V-Cs is due for expiry
in Febvu:rr and  May
2025, Ironically, it was to en-
:ll:'N that universities enjoyed

the existing p of the of V-Cs that the

nlwanl 1923 Im would da, State, in May 2017, promulgat-
e further ded that | ed ordi

it wal the of the Notwith ding the cor

State mwerrumm o accept
the regulations, which were
“only recommendations” in
nature, He also quoted the Su-
preme Court's verdict in
the Jagdish Prasad Sharma vs
State Of Bihar (2013) case, that
said “Education now being a
List Il subject, the State go-

rectness or otherwise of the
respective mrumon of the Go-
vernor and the State govern-
ment, both institutions, in the
interests of the students,
should adopt a pragmatic ap-
proach and resolve all the
outstanding lssues as early as

possible.

36% of TB patients in four TN. districts are migrants: survey

[ DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

recent report by the Re:
source Group for Educa:
tion and Advocacy for
Community Health (REACH) hhh
lights efforts to address tub

TB and its impact
on migrants

The data for the charts were sourced
from an impact report prepared by
REACH in partnership with the Stop
TB Partnership and the National T8
Eli

sis (TB) among migrants in Tamil
Nadu. Several challenges, includ-
ingt Joss to follow-up, occupational
risks in hazardous environments,
and lack of official documentation,
hinder diagnosis and treatment for
this vulnerable group.

In collaboration wilh the Na-
tional TE Elimination Programme
(NTEP) and with support from the
STOP TB Partnership, REACH im-
Folememtd a pllot intervention in

ur Tamil Nadu districts — Chen-
nal, Coimbatore, Kancheepuram,
and Vellore ~ from July 2023 to De-
cember 2024,

As part of the project, people
with TB at selected health facilities
were screened to identify migrants
among them. Of the 11,564 T8 pa-
tlents screened, the majority were
aged 15-59 years (7%, Chart 1)
and male (66%, Chart 2). Signifi-
cantly, 36.6% were migrants
(Chart 3), with 2.2% of these cases
being drugresistant TB. Based on
drug resistance status, additional
nutritional mppuﬂ. such as en-

CHART 3

The chart
shows age-wise
split of people
with T8 who

wreened

were n
the four districts
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people with T8 who were screened

T Currently Tiving In another district and

comes ta the intervention districts only
medicines (n=917)

[ Beon currently living In and getting T8
services In place that is not thelr usual place
of residence (within the last § years) (n=339)

[N Transferred-in o the project

implementation district from other districts/
States where they diagnosed (n=354)

to get

hanced dry rations, was p

Migrants were cuemrlnd by
their location. Over 62% were
identified as those transferring out
of the intervention districts to oth-
er districts or States, while about
22% resided in another district but
came to the intervention districts
for medication (Chart 4).

A comorbidity study among
these migrants revealed that 29%
were undernourished, 27% had
diabetes, and 25% consumed alco-
hol (Chart 5). Mapping inter-State
migrant TB cases showed that
most transfers occurred in West
Bengal, followed by Andhra Pra-
desh and Jharkhand (Chart 6).
Chart 7 depicts intra-State TB mi-

grants,
<
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[ Transferred out of the project
tation districts to other districts/
States {nw2,626)

Chart 51 A co-morbidity study among
these migrants revealod that 20% were
undermourished, 27% had diabetes, and 26%
consumed alcohol

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 30, 1974

Disappointing Year for
Hides & Skins

MADRAS, Dec. 30: The year 1974 for the East

India tanning industry and leather trade was
one of continuous crisis which not only sapped
the resourcefulness of the industry but killed the
buoyancy and optimism which have been its
special qualities,

The performance of the tanning industry in
Madras during the year that has just ended has
been thoro disappointing with a fall of
about 50 per cent in production and exports.
Representations mide to the Central
Government from time to time for the revival of
the industry and trade made no impact and the
situation cnmlnued o drift. The world

raised new problems and
under the present restrictive policies of the
Government, even if the industry takes
voluntary measures to rehabilitate itself, it is
rather doubtful if it would bear fruit.

Thlmhub«nlwldwldulmnplnrlw

u fally America and the Continent as a

increased production due to shortage

of mlle feed. The forecast of production for the
New Year is also on the higher side. Workd raw
materfal prices have dropped to 196062 levels
and Indian beather with its high cost of
production and duties seems to be
the overseas markets,

pricing itself out

of tanning tech in

The
African and Middle Eastern countries has
created a situation where India is being fastly

.
Usage of Akohol
25.20%
Smokdn of chewable tobacco
2240%
Obesity
Health systems ae
_' oy gt
Contact of  PwTB  leading to poor
e frercy
delayed diagnosls, poor
PLHIV treatment outcomes
.“ ‘ependiture

placed by those

Anopen

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 30, 1924
1. C. S. Examination.

The following press communique dated
December 23 has been issued: -

Competitive Examination for the
Indhndvll&«vluwﬂlbehldhmndon
commencing on the Ist August 1925, The age of
the candidates on the Ist August 1925 must be
less than 24 y':-mr:‘ but not less thm 21 ynn

form of

reach the Secretary, Civil Service (.ommlulun.
on or before the 15th Mml’)' 1925, Copdel of lhe
her p f

be obtained from the Director of Public
Instruction, Madras. Detailed rules and
regulations and a syllabus of the examination
will be published in the Fort St. George Gazette,

ANt
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Linkingofrivers calls

for extreme caution

he laying of the foundation stone for the

Ken-Betwa river-linking project by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi marks the formal
start of a much-discussed and controversial initia-
tive to link the country's major rivers, The project
involves construction of a 230 km canal to link the
Ken river near Panna in Madhya Pradesh with the
Betwariver near Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh, Itaims to
transfer water from the Ken to the water-starved
districts of Bundelkhand. It is estimated to cost Rs
44,605 crore, but the cost can goup by the time itis
completed. Thcpm)m ispartof the ambitious plan
tolink xhs- mun(ry s major rivers, both Himalayan
and ‘The National Water Devel
Agency (NWDA) has identified 30 such projects
expected to cost 200 billion dollars. Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh have signed an agreement on
the Rs 72,000 erore Parbati-Kalisindh-Chambal
riverdinking project.

The idea of river linking has been discussed in
the country since the 1970s, when a pan-India
Garland Canal was proposed.
It envisaged the transfer of
water across basins to ensure
use of water without wastage
for irrigation, flood control,
and drought mitigation. A riv-
er is not just the water that it
carries. It supports a whole
world around an above itself.
Changing an ecosystem that
has evolved through millennia

Thefirstof
aseriesof
ecologically

risky projects
is now under
way

COMMENT

SEEDS OF NEGLECT

Aclueless govt's policies
worsen farmer crisis

Problems of agriculture
are rooted in policies,
institutions and market
structures, which political

Even the modest socialist agenda
land reforms has taken a back seat,

since the adoption of neoliberal model
of governance and development. The

the existing

nomic inequalities among the farming
community and forcing migration of
farmers from rural to nearby twwns

times turned violent, signify the acute
rural agrarian distress that has seen
unprecedented farmer suicides.
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SPEAKOUT

The Samajwadi Party chiefisn't aware of
the traditionsof the country, Whenwe do
some good work, thenwe invite the entire

Sanatan family.... [ would
like to say to Akhilesh

Yadav-jitocome and wash

away hissins,
Brajesh Pathak, UP Dy. CM, inviting
his political rival to the Kumbh Mela

parties have failed and urbanareas. I's hightime forboth — This reflects the continued neglect Solemnity in politicians is not only tiresome but
toct Union and state BOVErnments to bring  of agriculture by the successive gov- may even mask ‘m IWIII ,m,_*“ nxmewsm
ochange in the long-due tural reforms of all the polie- dintol hers.
in agriculture to rekindle the spirit of  ical pmm in the post an fortheop fot
NAYAKARA VEERESHA A ¥ 1 ““‘ Ralph Bellamy
ychang:
O;D«amfrﬂ India celebr o8 in the 'Amupmthxcmn mumanm:rm
ational Dayin ( ). notshowinga erestin address:
‘of former Prime Minister Choud- The rolx- ol bu funm hile  ingthep hatare TOBE PRECISE
hary Charan Singh's birthday and his rooted in policies, institutions, n\nlh-l
contributions to agriculture, The low lmAPMC- through their Iml political  structures; instead, they are pursuing
income levels of farmers and farmers”  affiliations isoneof the institutionalised mm vme-hank politics through popu- MAY THE HISTORY
income inequality in poor states such  control mechanisms, list OF HUMAN FOLLY
as Ocisha and ProSperous states such In m: COntext ¢ of the pnlmul econo-
asPunjabind myofagr BE KIND T0 HiMI
nmmnmwmumnwm uupcmncmwumdmnd the polit- \
onitising agriculture, ical motivations behind the ongoing
ﬂklsomwnnpdlqhmcmxb protests. The question is, will political \
are ina : o capture the nuances parties draw the right inferences from fI
focus
income disparities among agricultural on umulm\-!
Iabourers and cultivators, An attempt T 8P
is madke to highlight th Developmental State
agrarian to industrial development of The State's withdrawal facilitates and
the economy. even strengthens the role of private
A targeted approach is essential in players, thereby ereating a monopoly
dealing withagriculture related issucs of private entities in the long run,
thationa acmirache and gov- y erping ook et Ao cTI
nstitution. nistrat Row- tary stepping 8 agricul-
ermance issues deprive agricultural la- ture into a vickous cycle of non-entre- INPERSPE VE
bourersinavailing formal credic, there- enterprise for farmers, The .
by pushing them into a viclous cycle of policy defy f ding WeStAsla and
edness. minimum support prices for crops
It must be understood that states,  The political-business cycle between  other than rice and wheat discourage
or for that matter, Union government  the large farmers, s fromi diversifica

traders, contractons
and their connections to local politics

post-Assad Syria

can have serious consequenc- rogrammes and schemes are una- tion of crops.
es. If itis a "one country, one glc to lend a supporting hand to small m-mm lnndy unhc umddealnm The rising cost of agricultural pro-
river” idea, its validity is yet to and marginal farmers in providing the rec duction lof th
proved. necessary m&mhml m:dil wnh an - essar The in add the structural impedi- GCOPOIilk'ﬂl shifts Mnmnmw:k rival
The Ken-Betwa linking project has been chal- eflective  governance regime op . th w0 weaken Iran,and 0 SawdiA the UAE,
ey have become an mu(rumem facets factor agr el W mety strain regional alliances.
lenged on many grounds. It will submerge about of voee-bank politics and remain more forces, jraland i challenge regional ~ Amid this ."L.f’u..,. Israel is
10% of the Panna Tiger Reserve and affect the en- rhetoric than peactice. private actors, in Mnu‘fnmmtmn l‘he policies of the state need to be poised to emenge as a critical
tire biodiversityof the area. Ablm 231:kl| lmtwm ¥ dasek with the agro-climatic stability m‘lmym ngthe
be felled. Th i by political Itissurprising why therei ) y rather th changingdynamicstosobidify
of surplus water to be transferved, Some experts o he farmi oo mlln pokicydiscuss herisks associated  eral policy Eachstatch SANJAY TURI iuﬁitkmlmhcr;ﬂm“
; inking wi er than as a sincere US-backed Ku 3
:‘::'B:f:::;:;':m’}:m:&:"::“dﬂmfm:K gate the distress situation. Policies of - ers through informal modes. {the specificlocal conditionsand e sccond Jiia, the People’s Defence Unit
fall, sedimentation, soll fertili ';, Anararalwaies agriculural developmentare fallingto - The structural hindrances such as  needsof the people. autocrat of the Assad  (PDU)~partofthe anti-Assad
" h Ty, u take Into account the political econo-  jaati (caste-based) discrimination, un-  Most importantly, agriculure being family, Bashar Assad, s forces—seeks independent
storage capacity. Itisalso pointed out that thereare my factors that determine the policy  reachability to the landless, small and  ane of the biggest sources of emplo reganded asoneof the  rulein post-Assad Syria
alternatives, and the government has gone ulmd response (o the problems of farmers  medium farmers, issues of collateral - ment for more than 50% of the mf most notorious tyrants in the Tarkiye-backed Hayat Taheir
with the project, ignoring the r i thestate. security and high interest rates are  force means that it be given prime im- contemporary world. While  al-Shamrebel hasalead rolein
of an empowered committee, Extreme caution is Most of the policies are distantly re-  effectively denying the credit system, portance along with industry and the the Assad family has ruled  theant-Assad forces, Tirkiye
> lated tothy droleofth oddi !unntr:’vulbﬂ he i Syria f five decades, would let PDU dires
needed in executing projects that seek to change ! ncTo. g %0 s ncrability to the - servicessector. ) U ST Oeeb - it -
n b he d th is oft which is critical for agricultural devel-  financial crisis, The nation's well-being is directl Bashar alone has governed  of creating a separate state
ature, because the damage they cause is often opment, The withdrawal of the state i For example, in the states of Telan- upon reducing (urmrrmt withaniron fistformorethan  come true. Trkiye believes
irreversible. agricultural development is evidentin - gina, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and  cides in the country through relevant two. The collapse of this dec  that theseparate rule of Kurds
the eraof neoliber: s West Bengal, interest rates charged by policies. This can be done only by the ades-long tyranny marks a - innorthem Syria would open
e changing role of the state in the — the informal money range state’s sensitivity 1o the of farm- nificant geopolitical shift  a new frone of conflict in ¢
The ¢h ole of the inth he informal lenders be- s sensi he needs of signific litical shify front of mlh
. . neoliberal era from regulator to facils  tween 30-80%, This figurels justanap  ers and actions towards agricultural In conflict-ridden West Asia,  Middle East, encou
Whypenalisechildren | i b i - el LT T
access 1o the appro- her than | (Thewriterisak Sicdcdharth w0 e strategic gains o rebel against the Tu
L priation of land. "#h! agrarian crisis has deepened  Law College, Vijayauuda) inthe region. government. Therefore,
or failure of system: madia Dt Ut Naons_ s s i my o
condemnation for violating e toremain asc
he Central government's decision to scrap RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE the 1974 agreement, Isracli  militarily disturbed '\'EJ'"‘
the no-detention policy in schools shows an P\ * ﬂﬂmml ::u?r(\:l:l‘:: mill« paving ::1 v‘v;v':&
l‘nl-‘- ol ocontinue
d:llydmcnmrywtoundanoml education. Ac- Bengaluru aS lt StandS Stl]] llrln!:‘-m %ml:h“: :::;mi: r: :; m
cording to the new policy, students in government whmumnwohnhuﬁ winning against Turkey, Iran
schools will have to face an examination at the end ivery cornertells astory, —of pages and creaking wooden floors.  teapot, stubbornly timeless, might be er zo0e in the region beyond  and Russia.
of Class 5 and Class 8 and if they are found below y From there, I'd head to the Deccan  the same one that poured tea for me theGolan Heights. Thismove  Following the takeover
the pass norms, they will be examined after two andeverystory holds Ilfm/rln‘f-cf‘: dut'chinu an internship %msw‘.d . e aims In’sﬂm m\s ww:‘y .,u;: Taliban ;&‘,’ lﬂm?d oS‘A;
3 : d hope. Later, o fri could forget the ra, routes of arms ammuni- anistan (2021)
a':“::; b:;hg,:;":,l do :,‘?r'h‘::u,::‘cm;:;lt.’:a :::“‘l amemory waitfor meat India Coffee House—our - Rex, and Galaxy theatres? Before tion into Lebanon through  (2024), respectively, and
wrhors year, paiy refuge of scrambled eggs, toast, and  streaming platforms, these iconic Syrin, said the Isracli defence  considering their leaderships
dilution of the approach in the Right to Edl!'f“k‘ﬂ SUNNY i [ halls were our escape, Rex, with its minister. Additionally, the  as their ideal, there is a great-
scheme (2009), which had adopted Continuous Back then, Bengaluru wasn't just velvet seats and grand curtains, and Israeli government's recent  er possibility that the several
and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) of stud ithes have a way of holding onto  defined by its grand institutions; it Galaxy, withits cavernous interiors and approval of refeasing $11mil-  Islamic terrorist organisa-
and ano-detention policy till Class 8. The CCE was memories, tucking them into  thrived in its quieter corners 100, The  buttered popoorn scent, were where lion as financial support for tions will also try to luppk'
meant lm:mun.'monlmrlngﬂ'lheperfnrmnncrd ‘corners and crevices where time  Coir Board showroom, with its rough  love stories unfolded —both doubling lsracl their existing
)y " need for el stands still. That might seem impos-  textures and carthy scent, felt like a  and off. The front-row seats—or Gan- theGolan Heightscanbeseen  semi-authoritarian rule in
The rethinking abo ‘"‘"1 ol f sible in today's Bengaluru, but those  rebellion against modern retail. lowas — dhi class, as it was called back then- P dsrealisingthe  Africa, ally in Central
€ re about the policy memories linger in buildings—some  about how it made you feel—rooted, afforded us the same joy when the vision of Greater Isracl. and Western Africa, These

started in 2019 when the Central government left
it to the states to decide on the detention policy.
While 18 states and union territories opted out of
the no-detention policy, an equal number decided
to continue with it. That showed the difference in
approach and how

views are ewnly divided on the
matter, Even after the Central
government's decision to scrap
the policy, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has announced that it
would continue with it, as the
scrapping of the policy would
hurt children from poor fami-

lies, In Klrmukn school man-

Thegovtis
going back
onits

no-detention
policy

lhm-plydivndedon the matter.
The change in pnlucy was necessitated by poor
learning at y and

Y
levels. Reports have pointed out lhll many children
lacked the literacy and numeracy levels expected
of their age and class. That would go against the
aim of schonling which isto equlp the younger
y for
life. But the no-detention pollq was based on the
ideaofuniversal education. Detentions were found
to be a major reason for the high dropout rates
in schools, At the time of the passing of the RTE
legislation, the dropout rate was as high as 42.5%
at the rlcmmury level. It has now come down to
12.6%, which is still high.The humuhnnon caused
¢ y push some
There is truth in lhe argument that lhc lnllurc ou
studentis not her personal failure alone, The lack of
support from the family, school and society are also
ible,and in most amajor contributing
factor, for the non-performance of a student, The
question posed by many is whether the child should
be penalised for it

still standing, others refusing to be nded. The Bible Society of India mmlrmmse Tran's Axis of Resistance, cascading effects may fur-

erased by modernisation, Landmarks minx still stands, though shut- I P fsn't ing its military might  ther help these onganisations

like India Coffee House, Nlulnbmh tered, ngoutliketired  just I They to Hezbollah in Lebanon and  transition into governance

am's, the Decoan Herald office, Cau Bin-  remind us of who we were before IM Hamas in Palestine, heavily  through polities.

Emporium, S¢ Mark’s (,llhtdnl. and  nyMillssh thanjust gl Th ends on Syria. A post-As-  From the Iranian perspec-

Opera Theatre resist being swallowed  a store; it was a cornerstone of the dusthatacityisn't justapl Syria disrupes this corrl  tive, llhsputnplloallnm

by thegl: deh fthenewsky-  city dressing hundreds in crisp new cnnnhphetwbchxul‘omellw dor, weakening | bil allof

line. Thesespaces are not just physical - uniforms. pastisn'ta weight;it's a f poct power inth as Hnmns Hezbollah, and

hey hold stor - Koshy's remains a timeless chapter — Aswe step intoanew year, L remem- #mmlun’shu\'yinmmnu Syria, in the region, Now the

tions, and bonds that pull us back time  in this city’s story. Time slows down  ber the walks down these roads and inSyriawould besignificantly — question is: will Tean try 10

and again, there, as i mrmm the weightofall  the comfort of those structures that affected, further straining an re-establish these proxies ur

As a college student, 1 remember  the conversations led over  all b Yy already hﬂvﬂy 2o for full

wandering through Higginbotham's,  the decades. You can sit by o window, i hall dli cconomy, Thi st tackle the offensive lmd
running my fingers over book spines wnchin?.:: ity rush by outside, yet  and charms, deserves to be remem- I _llﬂmll further

1 couldn't always afford. Those after-  inside, there's a strange serenity—a  bered—not just in history bookl but lor lran to support reglonal ityin the n;kn?ﬁrmmp

felt timeless, fille ustle stillness that feels earned. The steel  inour routines,
The fal of Assad has also IranNuckear Deal (ICPOA)in
ta I blow to P i an ala
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Russia, jeopardising its mil-  ing situation for the future of

The tiger the BJP can’t tame

The article ‘Conflict versus moderation: Sangh a
divided parivar?' (Dec 29) is nnunnc«! mnlydn of the il

dcwnlmnmhe ‘true” history o!medlmlm Mosques
But RSS and

ue-mandir conflict,

the :

hajanya, contend that li'ndm hmn right to know
h Totruly

itary foothold in the Middle
East. With Moscow's geopo-
ligkeal reputation and strateghc
influence significantly dimin-
lll\nl. rhe Kremlin has begun

the Middie East. As Trump,
known for his America First
pnudﬂ. will assume office
for the second term

nm month, the UN and oth-

0 maintain its hold in

ml‘drr‘ i of

by the BIP. The party, havi
nuw st to “dismount” it.
advocates

er”
hile the RSS chief

r curbing enthusiasm for discovering
mosques under every temple, other rightist groups vow
mmmlnnrmel{ pumm The Rﬁsd-lﬂ Bhagwat, has

the

these

the history, lhru: “archacological excavators” must dig
deeper to uncover the truth about Buddhist temples -nd
monasteries that may have formed the foundation of
Hindu temples. This pursuit of history must end.

GST Council's recent meeti
disappointing, as they compl

the tax system instead of simplifying
it, The decision to tax popeorn dif-
ferently based on flavour is a classic
example of bureaucratic overreach.

d that raking up ds for

hcy() ton company and four BMRCLL
Go nd paper officials, inspiring hope for justice,
This refers tothe article 4 BMRCL  accountability must extend beyond
officials charged for metro pilhr paperwork, True justice demands
crash that Iulfcd woman, son' (Dec systemic changes to prevent such
29). The tragic death of a young tragedies from recurring,
mother and her toddler in the HBR y
lmml;:‘v{mm w‘l:r t;nl‘lham serves
asa s reminder of the devas- e inti
tating consequences of negligence. DMP]X)I mmg
Although the Bengaluru police have  This refers to 'GST decisions: A
chnr;zs 10 workers of the construe-  problem of priorities’ (Dec 26). The

mrmnmmmlmn

oy edter
emaled - not hanowritien - I‘lkmﬁllﬂ)
Al fetters must carry the sender’s postal
accress and phone numer

ion. Recently, the Rus-
parliament passed a bill
nlkminu the rmwul of the

and intervene.
India's recent visit to Ku-
watlt can also be considered a

listof terror
Istorganisations.
Meanwhile, pro-US Sunni
Arab states may view Assad’s
fall as o geo-strategic victory
over lranand Russia and could
align with Israel to counter
residual Iranian infl

byproduct of the resulting in-
stability in Syria, where India
is cmnnu-ny trying to ook
for an aleernative to our hos-
tile trading partners, Kuwait,
being a member of the GCC,
n-inﬂn.lw)drvladmhv
d i Ara-

in the region, PﬂrUS Sunni
Anb states mny Iupw w

bia, which provides India an
akermativetotrade with other

in Syria, but the futureadmin-
Istration of Sg'nn under Abu
AlJulani- TS could pose
challenges. Abu Al-Julani's
close ties to Egypt's Muslim

(The writer is a doctoral
candidate at the Centre for
West Asian Studses, School of
International Studies, JNU,
New Delhi)
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Manmohan Singh in Bengaluru - Alegacy of scholarship,

M GOVINDA RAD

uch has been written about Dr
Manmohan Singh after his de-
mise, Perhaps, had he heard the
glowing tributes during his lifetime, he
would have been more satisfied, knowing
that history indeed had judged him kind-
lier than it did during his second term as
prime minister. Generations will remain
grateful to him for steering the economy
through crises and for the elegance and
dexterity with which he implemented
n:wlulmnary policy reforms, To those
him closely, Singh was notonl
a grun scholar and policy reformer who
saved India from economic collapse but
also a simple, self-effacing, and humane
individual who constantly thought about
the poorand dispossessed.
Before joining the government, Man-
mohan Singh served as a professor at the
Delhi Schoolof Economics, where he held

adeep regard for itsfounder, VKRV Rao.
At Rao'sinvitation, he visited the Institute
of Socul and Economic Change (ISEC).
Rao. As Union finance minister, he sanc-
tioned a grant of Rs | crore to institute a
visiting professorship at the institute in V
KRV Rao'sname. During my tenure asthe
directorof ISEC, | organised aconference
in January 2000 to honour Raja Chelliah
and invited Singh to be the chief guest. He
readily agreed. given his special affection
for Chelliah, who was a part of his reform
team in 1991, chaired the tax reform com-
mittee, and later served as his adviser in
g the rec &

PANORAMA

nextday, but Singh arrived at my office at
8:30 am, explaining that he had overes-
timated the travel time based on his pre-
vious visit. He reviewed the draft, made
corrections, and expressed satisfaction
with its quality. He stayed on the entire
day, attended the evening reception, and
wassurprised tosee Prof U R Rao, former
chairman of the Space Commission. On
his inquiry, Prof Rao told him that [ was
his brother, he was curious to know why
we had different initials.

Dr Singh visited ISEC again during my
tenure o release a biography of VKR V
Rao, written by S L. Rao. He specifically

When I went to receive him at the air-
port, he gently criticised me for wasting
my time and asked whether | had pre-
pared the citation for Raja Chelliah’s
felicitation. This prompted me to rush
Imck and spmd(ht mgln (!rnnmx it The

d to stay on campus to avoid po-
litical engagements. Although the guest
house had been recently refurbished, | felt
itinappropriate to serve him the canteen
food. Instead, I invited him to a family
dinner at my home. He asked if it would
be a party with other guests, and when |

e was sch 9:30amthe

4 him it was a quict family meal, he

agreed without hesitation,

Another interaction with him in Ben-
galuru occurred in 2002, during a con-
ference on tax reforms organised by the
Tax Reforms Committee chaired by for-
mer Karnataka Chiel Minister Veerappa
Moily, where I was a member. After the
inauguration, even though other digni-
taries left, | was surprised tosee Dr Singh
attending the first discussion session on
the replacement of the sales tax with the
value-added tax (VAT). Moily requested
that he chair the session, to which he re-
fused and said that he was there only to
learn about the VAT, After the presenta-
tion, he complimented me on its clarity
and reiterated the need for VAT imple-
mentation. Thereafter, whenever we met,
he discussed VAT and later, the goods
and services tax (GST). Although VAT
reforms progressed under him, and for
mer Finance Minister P Chidambaram,
GST implementation was stalled due o

Brutally persecuted for years by the military in Myanmar, the Rohingya ethnic minority has
now become the target of one of the junta’s most formidable rivals in the country’s civil war

HANNAH BEECH

en the bombs started
falling, they were al-
most beautiful — like
the purple blossoms of
the banana tree, Man-
wara and her sister
Shamshida would recall later.

Their family was on the run, escaping
the mortar fire that drove them from their
Iu me in ll.m l‘ ra, one ollhr last rel‘um
for

They left their village in August, only to be

‘Thestrikes killed their parents. Theirother
three sisters, missing, are presumed dead.

They were among thousands of ethnic
Rohingya families flecing their villages
this summer amid a new wave of targeted
violence, a horrible echo of the ethnic
cleansing by Myanmar's military that
killed thousands and exiled hundreds of
thousands in 2017.

This violence was not at the hands of
themilitary, though. Instead, it was froma

pr
to fight the army. The rebels' political aim
may be different, but the persecution they
areinflicting on the Rohingya — airstrikes,
mass arson, sexual violence — is torn from
the government's old playbook.

it seems, itis the Rohingya who suffer.
“Everyone hates us, but | don't know
why,"said Manwara, 19, “It's our curse.”
Afteryearsof civil war, the military junta
that overthrew a democratic, civilian gov-
ernment in 2021 has lost control of about
two-thirds of the country's territory. Yet
the victories by the armexd resistance — a
pan‘hwuﬂ( uI militias l’nymru; inthe name
and of securing bet-
ter rights for the minorities they represent
offer nomoral certainty.
The Arakan Army, the mightiest in the
rebel alliance, stands accused of massa-
cring the Rohingya, mdudmglhv parents

mmammmmmmmnnmummm-mummmmmmmm and

sister Manwara in their tent in Teknaf, Bangladesh, uv1

Tormentors change,
butnotthe torment

recruits, [ T duding

tocross. Thenthed

Omar Ali, 19,
Soon after, Rohingya Salvation Organ-
isation soldiers amvcd in Hari Fara. The

‘wwdasm
Those strikes killed at beast 150, accord-
ing to Unitex! Nations estimates, The mud

id

of Manwara and Shamshi
ethnicchauvinism thar nmaneolMy\w
mar's many fault lines.

Over the years, more than 1 million Ro-
hingya have been expelled from Rakhine
state to neighbouring Bangladesh. Effec-
tively stripped of their citizenship, they are
the world's largest stateless population.

Now,anotherwaveis flecing, The Arakan
Army.deawn froman ethnic Rakhine popu-
Tation, ks using its victorles against the junta
totarget the Muslim minority, according to
testimony from scores of recent arrivals,

group 8
yahaveb med
groups formed to oppose the military re-
gime have now joined with the army — the
same force that terrorised them for decades
in fighting the Arakan Army.
“Myanmar is plumbing the depths of a
human rights abyss,"said James Rodehav-
er, the head of the UUN. human rights team
monitoring the country.

e Rodsis

fighters, wh: g women's
burga mh:\ sald Ih’ll times had changed:
T

Myanmar military, not apmn them, be-
causethe Arakan Army wasa bigger threat.

About 150 recruits from the area were
conscripted, including Omar’s brother,
Hassan Ali, 17. At an emptied school, he
learned to load an AK-47. He was sent to
the front lines against the Arakan Army,
escaping a month later.

“Ididn'tlike shooting guns,”Hassansaid,
And he feared he might shoot Omar, con-
scripted by the other side,

In mid-July, the Arakan Army ordered
residents of Hari Fara to leave home for
their safety. Some figured they could out-
last these troubles, just as they had escaped
carlier violence,

Within days, the boom and crackle of
rocket launchers, mortars, small-arms
fire — it was hard to know which, it was so
loud —neared Hari Fara, all fired from the

The l:nr of Hani F:ra. tlw sstcrs' hnmr.\ direction of Arakan Army positions.
fd Then the drone strikes started.
ied months, shows th Terrified Rohingya streamed toward
with which mummohc hns ﬂmd< M)m the border where the Naf River divides
mar’s most vuly from Bangladesh. They carried
It started ingle killing.  sacksofrice photos. Some rofled

In l-ehmary. Mujib Uliah, Hari Fara's
chair, was walking back from prayerswhen
men on a motorcycle fatally shot him. Lo-
cals hlnnwd !hc :\mk:m Army, whnch was

tors the jun-
forethnicR;

SCorH AgA

wheeled suitcases until the road ran out.
Then they balanced the luggage on their
heads, Children stumbled along with Dis-
ney backpacks. Their parents clutched
usB mnﬁ nnd hmdphnncs. diapers and

Arakan Army scouts came, dﬂmming

" The riverbank swelled with crowds of

It the

es

nrnmlwbklu' sdmolul hmllh scnnkn
he

with violence in recent months, as armed

groups battle for dominance, At least 70

people have been shot dead this year, ac

kssinceMy-  cording tolocal monitors,
anmar’scivil war began and came, witness- The mu.mnn has gahanised thousands
and the of Rohi o pay traffickers for

from positions controlled by the Arakan
Army. Khaing Thu Kha, an Arakan Army

wuudwﬂuvnﬂlcnmlloMnlaymnnd
lmkmtsm. in hopcs u( mmunl lnbuur ;ub&

Killed civilians,

“There is war in Rakhine, it is not only
Muslims whoare suffering,”he said, asking
why international groups “only talk about
Muslim human rights and are silent about
the human rights of Rakhine people?™

Thesisters —Manwaraand Shamshida,
whowas heavily pregnant — fled their home
in Hari Fara a few days later. Their parents
were killed by a drone bombalong the way.

The sisters ran together, but at some
point, their tightly held hands loosened.
Then another hand, strong and male,
grabbed Manwara. Shewasdragged away,
she said, and raped by soldiers in Arakan
:\rmy |mifurms

the Naf to Bangladesh. As gt |
omodlc rvvabank ~hc umrrvd off and

shes ga\ve birthto a I)ulyy girl. Since Srmnn
ber, Manwara, Shamshida and thetr young-
er brother, Anwar Halek, have been living
n\nmmmlnlammlinchehuln(hmp!ﬁ
of33

mgsemlnhcgan m'sepocmbtr.ﬂrl]nncd
Nations refugee agencysaid that arrivalsto
Indonesia in October were up 700% com-
pared with the year before,

Not all passengers are willing, Four
Rohingya boys were playing soccer in Sep-
tember when a man offered them jobs in

Bangladesh, Instead. they were kidnapped
Dandaitheanibafobice ted b
theceilingsolow theycould barely situp. As
i Joshed. the d Jaeti

the

Y
passed between captives, They relieved
themselves in plastic bags, too.

Off the southern coast of Myanmar, the
boat was eventually apprehended by the
Myanmar navy.

/\buul 120 people were packed msldc

state media doc d. The
captives, including the four boys, blinked
in the light but were too weak to do much
more. Two other boys had been thrown
overhoard after dying,

Afver 25 days away, the boys made it back
totheircamp in Teknaf, Bangladesh,

hica has not left her tent since

More than 1 million Rohmxz'm live in
this narrow finger of

qutrlbcf , except for Iamm: vmu Her

Myanmar. Lacking official refugee
status, they cannot buikd proper houses and

and fever,

At 20 days, the baby died.
The New Times

opposition from the then chief ministers
of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.

When 1 moved to Delhi in 2003 as the
Directorof the National Institute of Public
Financeand Policy, Dr Singh expressed in-
terestinincluding me inthe economic pol-
icy group formed by Congressleader Sonia
Gandhi, In 2004, shortly after becoming
the PM, he telephoned on a Sunday to
request that | join the Planning Commis-
sion. Although this did not materialise, he
ensured | joined his Economic Advisory
Council (EAC) chaired by C Rangarajan,
1 served as a member from June 2004 to
January 2012 before moving to the 14th
Finance Commission.

1 cherish my interactions with him on
tax policy, deficits and debt, and larger de-

reform

given the farm loan waiver, implemen-
tation of Pay Commission recommen-
dations, and extension of NREGA from
200districts to the whole country. When
he asked for my estimate, 1 suggested the
actual deficit would be double the 2.5%
stated inthe Budget. This turned out to be
accurate, and when off-budget Habilitics
like ofl subsidies were included, the toeal
fiscal deficit rose to 7.5%.

India was fortunate to have Dr Manmo-
han Singh as Finance Minister during the
1991 economic crisis and later as the PM,
oversecing a period of accelerated growth
that reached 9% between 2005 and 2008,
In the face of mounting criticism in 2014,

;;:n lc';ndly. Sadly, itisonly qh;rhn passing

velopment issues. He was ptive and

patient, even with ¢ In a 2008
meeting with a few senior economic ad
ministrators, | frankly pointed out the
Budget deficit numbers were unrealistic,

[
(The writer is chairman, Karnataka

Regional Imbalances Redressal

Commiteee, Government of Karnataka)

M T Vasudevan Nair’s
lastinterview

n December 25, S

jone of the mostinfluential

and celebrated figures of
post-independent India M T
Nair passed away.

No eulogy can do justice to his
tion to the
artsis peerless. Sample this: His
first novel was published when

ocuvre, His cont

2024, English and other languages.
What do you feel has signifi-

changed for the better?
1 feel translation [as an exer-
cise] has improved over time.
Language evolves, that is for
sure, Literature too undergoes
changes in form and content;
that is inevitable.

he was 23, which won him the

Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award

in 1958, Most recently,

his short stories were adapted
to produce an anthology TV
series Manorathangal (2024).
‘That's nearly a seven-decade of
holding sway over his sudience.

Conferred with the
Bhushan (2005) and

You have worked across me-
dlums, What art form do you
feel the closest to?

The short story isa medium
very close to my heart, And
s0is the screenplay. | enjoy
the process of writing for the
screen, as it is challenging ina
unique way,

nine of

Padma
Kerala

Jyothi (2022), AMOngmany hun

ours, Nair holds a d
record for winnin;

the most
(four) National Film Awards
for Best Screenplay. His works
signalled aunique love for the hy-
perlocal. The focus of his inspira-
tionwasthe mostaccessible part
of his life—his lived experiences

worldview. What do you feel
you borrowed from your
mother and how her influence
inyour life helped shape your
works?

My mother was definitely one
of the wlmgﬂmﬂmnmln

which is why readers wereoften
compelled to view themselves
in his works. And this is the very
reason maty will take his pass-
'sonal; a loss that will

turm to his literature

ing as
maket
and movies.

The uninitiated can perhaps

my life and upbringing. Being
the youngest ullwrdnkirm
and a rather sickly child, 1 was
very dose to my mother. She
was very caring. Strong, kind,
compassionate, and always
ready to help those in need.
Her humane nature has left its
mark on me [and my work).

pick the latest translation of his

literary works by Gita Krishnan-
kutty, Bear twith Me, Amma:
Mernoirsof M T'Vasudevan Nair,
which particularly reflects Nair’s
trademark prose. Furthermore,
what's mesmerising about Bear
iwith Me, Amrna is its interplay
between the real and the fictive,
acharacteristic luluv\'d Nair's

The title of your book Bear
with Me Ammasignalsa
hint of not only seeking your
mother’s attention but also

of apology to tell stories as
you recoliect them from mem-
ory. In that regard, what do

literary ourput. Divi

parts: ‘Memoirs’ and ‘Stories’,
the book consists of 18 literary
pieces, offering a sneak peek

the Nair family faced with diffi-
culties and a woman-—his moth-
er—comingto everyone'srescue

to say
about the title of your book?
The title was chosen so that
one feels she is still there, in
spirit. When you write about
someone so close to you, itis
natural to feel so.

nto

in these situations, approaching

themwith her modernsensibili-
thes and thinking, which were sig-
nificantly at odds with the place
and her time. Nowonder she had

mmbmmum.me

Nair'slife.

In Kozhikode, the dity where
Nair breathed his last, at the
2024 Kerala Literature Fes:
tival—the first edition since

de's r

dia’s first City of Literature by
UNESCOinOctober 2023, Nair
delivered the keynote address.
Hxs presence exuded warmth,

asln- and y

for writers to be authenticin
their art-be it fiction-writing
or writing for the screen-to
better shape their characters?

obvxxsgl\tnhcvmsmhusl)s.
In the memorable and arguably

his last interaction with
shared what was crucial

while tefling a story and how his
mother influenced hisart forms.

wis you write, there
must bean element of honesty
init. As far as Lam concerned,
the seed of a story might

stem from an experience or
something one comes across.
That source is real. Itis honesty

DH, he
for him

Excerpts: that will strike a chord with

| the reader, and help sustain
Over the years, you must the writer. One should never
have witnessed the transi fakeit.
tion of Malayalam literature, (Saurabh Sharma isa
along withitstranslationinto  Delhi-based writer)
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Over 1,000 feared dead as Indiarejects hijackers’
quake hits N Pakistan demands

Rawalpindi, December 29

N!w Delhi. Dec 29

tood homes as Christmas Day approaches. the Resurrection of Christ,
Killed in a severe earthquake that hita virtually nllmedﬂmndsm:ldeb\ the Before the readymade’ days, there Christmas is not a calendar
remote mountain region of northern hijackers of the Indian Airfines plane, wasalsothe rush tothe tailortoensure  date but a re-start point
Palcistan, officials said today. An official wlmdnw«!m:dthnrrknmd:hn our clothes were ready! of ajourney of service to

1.0% of 36 “The Christmas spirit endures, even humanity.

village alone from the quake, which militants, md\-dlu Pakistani pational amidst all this stress. The story of Artaban by
struck at dusk. He said be had been in Maulans Masood Achar. In a significant Butafter Christmas, whenwe begin -+ Henry van Dykes initially
radio contact with the village of Patan, development, the government today repacking decorations do we forgetto  published in 1895 may have
and rescuers had reported that they stated that the Taliban authorities were re-pack our lives? faded into oblivion. But here
were “diggzing out bodies by the dozen” Malummrnm“mhr hunin\ Rm‘kmg is Renewal True renewal  is an ‘anglicised’ version. It is the

Another 100 peopk njur
the quake Nattened the village on the
Karakoram highway.

far f the crisis
but said the Taliban were not negotiat-
ing on New Delhi's behal.

box? These questions resonate in most

1g-g0 of un-forgiveness,
gn“l‘ selfishness, and narrow-mind-
edness. Jesus came to breakdown those

OASIS | ADOLF WASHINGTON

Life after Christmas

Artaban who lost his way to Bethle-

' ere’s last year's Crib-set ? other. The Christmas story of Jesus’
Where'sthe Christmastree?  Birth began in Bethlehem's stable
Where's the decoration culminated on Calvary with Jesus' Cru-

Myrrh to pay homage to Jesus,

cifixion and continues to this day since

traditional story of three wise men of-
fering gifts of Gold, Frankincense and

hem's stable.
During hissojourn he met human
misery in many forms; sickness and
disease, hatred and violence, poverty,
divisions and strife between
peoples. Artaban did all he can
o alleviate human suffering,
consoling the broken-heart-
ed, making peace wherever
e could and extending chari-
ty to the poor. He, at last, hears
people crying near Jerusalem.
His heart is moved with emotion. He
enquires and finds that a man named
Jesus is being nailed to the cross. He

mforting words from

least of these my brethren, you have
done ittome™ (Mathew 25:40)

Artaban finally found Jesus, the one
he had sought his entire life, and an
overwhelming peace filled his heart.
When the angels greeted the shep-
herds in Bethlehem, the first announce-
ment was of ‘Peace’ “Glory to God in
the highestand on earth peace among
men (Lule 213-15).

When Peace becomes the primary
focus of the religion we practice, we
break -down walls that separate us and
build bridges to connect with each oth-
er. Only a spiritual willingness can open
the door to peace - between spouses,
families, friends, colleagues, communi-
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Restoring constitutional order in Manipur

n editorial titled violence and law and order to structure envisioned for the SITs
“Welcome spotlight: On armed militant groups, and the by the Supreme Court is still
the Supreme Court administration of an illegal, intact, as publicly available
directive to Manipur hateful ethno-cultural oath to information suggests that multiple
gmn:mmau‘puu‘shedhﬂn legislators by the Arambai Moﬁtﬁwc:sondepum%mthe
Hindu on December 14, 2024, Tenggol. SITs Haryana, Punj;
rightly mentions that the John Simte On some occasions, the Madhya Pradesh, and Delhi have
executive’s reticence and lack of Lawyer and Supreme Court did respond, athu'sotmmpatljiaﬁonnrha\m
accountability, both at the federal researcher especially when it took suo moto been repatriated back to
and State levels, for the cognisance after a video depicting | their home cadres.
unre}zming ethn.ic violence in tribal women being sexually
Manipur has again forced the assaulted and paraded nakedby a | Crucial measures
higher judiciary to intervene. mob went viral on social media. These directions, initially viewed
Hawwer,_wullmbecimmwen But its responses were episodic with a high degree of optimism,
in projecting the Supreme Court across several months in 2023, have overwhelmingly failed to
as a benevolent institutional actor only to remain largely absent in instill any sense of justice among
that has dutifully responded with 2024. This is evident as magisterial | the people of Manipur or arrest
alacrity matched by requisite courts in Assam, to whom the their feelings of institutional
conviction, and concern to Supreme Court had given charge neglect and the complete erosion
consistently hold the executive to of pre-trial procedures, await its of the rule of law. Now that the
account. directions to take cognisance of Supreme Court appears to have
A thorough assessment of the the filed and begin turned its attention back to
Supreme Court’s interventions in the trial. For instance, the trial is Manipur, it must undertake the
Manipur over the last 18 months yet to begin in the case of the following measures to provide the
and the incremental steps it can sexual assault and naked parade of | State with a much-needed healing
take to rebuild trust in the rule of two tribal women, even though touch.
law is at least merited. In general, the Central Bur!:u of lnvemgﬂmn First, given the volatile situation
we can witness a gradual slide (CBI) had filed ct in ip unmnlmnfalr
towards institutional dereliction, against six accused persons, criminal justice system, the trials
complacency, and apathy that is including a juvenile, in October of cases investigated by the SITs
unbecoming of a Constitutional 2023. should be transferred forthwith
Court meant for all Indians. This is Inanmderdaltdmgusﬂ outside Manipur, and the
evident from the fact that, except 2023, the Supreme Court had appropriate trial courts should be
for the last hearing on December directed: the formation of a allowed to take cognisance of
9, where it sought details of committee of three retired judges, | chargesheets already filed.
destroyed and encroached led by Justice Gita Mittal, to look Second, the SITs should be
properties, the court did not hold mmallmamofr!hefznd dnmdmﬁllduuuurg
any effective hearings or pass rehabilitation; the of ional vacuum and
cmpondingcrgkrsinzm. . 42 Special Investigation Teams provide timely
bouch o goaloue o M s Crimes, comprisig Ca ofhcers. | Gecessd it m"“””u: o
petitions on r was crimes, com| victims
heard only six times. In other drawn from p of the i i and
words, the court functioned as if headed by a retired trials,
its writ jurisdiction had ceased to Director-General of Police. By all Thirdly, considering the
extend to Manipur, even as 2024 The SITs should accounts, the functioning of the enormity of multifaceted issues
saw some of the bloodiest phases be directed to former has been reduced to a arising from the conflict in
of violence and gruesome Inllmg fill the existing mechanical, bureaucratic ritual of | Manipur that persist and are likely
:rmh vm’::c infor X hh;gloccammal reports. mhzve to mtmm the sharp
e | | it | i
of various events that emergedon | provide timely bdme the Supreme Court lur comprising eminent persors,
or after May 3, 2023, and are updates to bers from both
unprecedented in lhe life of our ) petitioners and o(her umvcfsmes and pmksslonal conflicting co:nmunmzs. shuuld
republic. The list of illustrations is the families of be . This i
lengthy and extensive - the deceased victims mﬂneHindu(DacembzrlB 2024) | inturn, be directed to report its
demographic and geographical about the : stated that chargesheets for only findings directly to a Special
gpanﬂmofdnsum-ndhx progress of the 6% (192 cases) out of 3,023 by Ikm:hut'ﬂ:eSupmmz(:mn-tn;kof
through a militarised - registered cases have been filed which should be given the
buffer zone, the State's complete Investigations the SIT till November 20, 2024.1t | exclusively hearing cases related
surrender over the monopoly of and trials remains unclear how much of the | to the ethnic violence in Manipur.
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://wh com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RG]OKH6G0BAOF
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A case for pragmatic approach in T.N.

The conflict over V-C appointments has left six universities without leadership

T. Ramakrishnan
ramakeishnan tgithehindu.co.n

mmediately after Govi
Chezhiaan, a three-time
legislator from Thiruvi-
daimaruthur in Tamil Nadu's
Cauvery delta and a member
of SC community, was induct-
ed as the Higher Education Mi-
nister in late September, he
sounded conciliatory towards
Governor-Chancellor R.N. Ra-
vi, with whom the DMK go-
vernment has been having a
running battle over many mat-
ters, especially over aj it
ment of Vice-Chancellors (V-
Cs) to various universities.
When Mr. Chezhiaan inte-
racted with the media for the
first time as Minister, he con-
veyed the advice given to him
by Chief Minister M.K. Stalin:
to avoid tussles and follow the
rules and regulations in the in-
terest of the students. Howev-
er, in no time, the expecta-
tions of a cordial relationship
between the Governor and the
State government disappeared
with old issues getting revived.
In the past week, the State
witnessed a familiar contro-
versy between the two institu-
tions over the appointment of
V-Cs. The trigger for the latest
round came when Mr. Ravi ob-
jected on December 18 to a go-
vernment order, issued on De-
cember 9, on the constitution
of a search committee for
shortlisting a set of candidates
for V-C of the Annamalai Un-
iversity. According to the Go-
vernor, this order, which had
ignored the 2018 UGC Regula-
nnml73 nlunthesubjenby
excl the nominee of the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) Chairman from the pa-
nel, "violates Supreme Court
judgments.” As per the regula-
nons. there has to be a panel

E’m List [l subject, the State
]omF EchtmwmfAnncl https://t.me/+ u7s¢anQd.hlg)Dgl

Tamil Nadu

minee of the UGC chief, for
the selection of V-Cs of State,
private, and ‘deemed to be’

The next day, Mr. Chez-
hiaan issued a statement. He
stated that the State govern-
ment had been following laws
enacted by the State legisla-
ture. It did not accept the stip-
ulation concerned (7.3 - ii)
when its Higher Education de-
partment came out with an or-
der in January 2021. The or-
der, issued by the previous
AIADMK regime, had marked
the general acceptance of the
uGe Jati i

vernment is at liberty to frame
its own laws relating to educa-
tion in the State and is not,
therefore, bound to accept or
follow the regulations framed
by the UGC™ and in the event
of the States’ willingness to
adopt the regulations, they
would have to abide by the
conditions laid down by the
Commission.

In fact, on the very same is-
sue, the Governor, in 2023, is-
Search-cum-Selection Com-
mittees for the identification
of candidates for appointment
of V-Cs of the Bharathiar, Ma-
dras, and the Tamil Nadu
Teachers Education Universi-
ties. This prompted the State
government to approach the
Supreme Court in November
2023, where the case was

pendmg, In Jznuary this year,
Mr. took the
nmﬁcaﬂons

Subsequent to the Minis-
ter’s response, there was one
more round of exchange of

qualifications for the appoint-
ment of teachers and other
academic staff in universities

words ¢ him and Mr.
Ravi. But, what is at stake is
the fate of six universities,
which do not have V-Cs for

and colleges under the aun(ml months, the earliest vacancy
of the State Higher Ed being at Bharathiar |
department. However, the or- | since October 2022. Madras
der was ical in stating | U y has remained head-
that the “appointment and se- | less since August 2023. In ad-
lection of the Vice-Chancel- | dition, there are two universi-
lor” of 12 universities would be | ties wherein the extended

governed by provisions of the
Tamil Nadu Universities Laws
(amendment), 2017, and in
respect of Madras University,
the existing provisions of the
relevant 1923 law would do.
He further led that

tenure of V-Cs is due for expiry
in  February and May
2025. Ironically, it was to en-
sure that universities enjoyed
the continuity of V-Cs that the
:‘time. jn May 2017, promulgat-

it was the “p of the
State government to accept
the regulations, which were
“only recommendations” in
nature. He also quoted the Su-
preme Court’s verdict in
the Jagdish Prasad Sharma vs
State Of Bihar (2013) case, that
said "Education now being a

Notwith the cor-
rectness or otherwise of the
respective position of the Go-
vernor the State govern-
ment, both institutions, in the
interests of the students,
should adopt a pragmatic ap-
proach and resolve all the
outstanding issues as early as
possible.

36% of TB patients in four TN. districts are migrants: survey

Migrants with TB face greater disadvantages and require clinical, social, and economic s
] TB and its impact
The Hindu Data Team on m.grants

recent report by the Re-
source Group for Educa-
tion and Advocacy for
Cumnnmnylkalthmﬂm{)hml
lights efforts to address tub

The data for the charts were sourced
from an impact report prepared by
REACH in partnership with the Stop
;R Pum.ers!llp and the National TB

sis (TB) among migrants in Tamil
Nadu. Several challenges, includ-
ing loss to follow-up,
risks in hazardous environments,
and lack of official documentation,
hinder diagnosis and treatment for
this vulnerable group.

In collaboration with the Na-
tional TB Elimination Programme
(NTEP) and with support from the
STOP TB Partnership, REACH im-
plemented a pilot intervention in
four Tamil Nadu districts — Chen-
nai, Coimbatore, Kancheepuram,
and Vellore - from July 2023 to De-
cember 2024.

As part of the project, people
with TB at selected health facilities
were screened to identify migrants
among them. Of the 11,564 TB pa-
tients screened, the majority were
aged 15-59 years (77%, Chart 1)
and male (66%, Chart 2). Signifi-
cantly, 366% were migrants
(Chart 3), with 2.2% of these cases
being drug-resistant TB. Based on
drug resistance status, additional
nutritional support, such as en-
hanced dry rations, was p

3% W 0-14 years

in Tamil Nadu

. 1559 years

Chart 2: The chart shows the genderwise split of
people with TB who were screened

Migrants were megpnsed by
their location. Over 62% were
identified as those transferring out
of the intervention districts to oth-
er districts or States, while about
22% resided in another district but
came to the intervention districts
for medication (Chart 4).

A co-morbidity study among
these migrants revealed that 29%
were undernourished, 27% had
diabetes, and 25% consumed alco-
hol (Chart 5). Mapping inter-State
migrant TB cases showed that
most transfers occurred in West
Bengal, followed by Andhra Pra-
desh and Jharkhand (Chart 6).
Chart 7 depicts intra-State TB mi-
grants.

I Currently living in another district and
comes to the intervention districts only to get
medicines (n=917)

[ Been currently living In and getting T8
services In place that Is not their usual place
of residence (within the last 5 years) (n=339)

-Trmlemv}h 10 the project
district from other districts/
Smame M diagnosed (n=354)

I Transferred out of the project
1 Gistricts to other districts/

States {n=2,628)

Diabetes
Usage of Akohol
T s
Smokin| of chewable tobacco
2240%
Obesity
e
iy for
Contact of a PWTB  leading to poor
3160% treatment literscy,
delayed diagnosis, poor
PLHIV treatment outcomes
and rising out-of pocket
'“ expenditure

Vellore 258 Chennai 177

Coimbatore 19

Chennai 463
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FIFTY YEARS AGO

DECEMBER 30, 1974

Disappointing Year for
Hides & Skins

MADRAS, Dec. 30: The year 1974 for the East
India tanning industry and leather trade was
one of continuous crisis which not only sapped
the resourcefulness of the industry but killed the
buoyancy and optimism which have been its

Theperfomlmof the tanning industry in
Madras during the year that has just ended has
been thoroughly disappointing with a fall of
about 50 per cent in production and exports.
Representations made to the Central
Government from time to time for the revival of
the industry and trade made no impact and the
situation continued to drift. mewvrld

and

raised new
under the present restrictive policies of the
Government, even if the industry takes
voluntary measures to rehabilitate itself, it is
rather doubtful if it would bear fruit.

There has been a world wide slump in raw
hides especially America and the Continent as a
result of increased production due to shortage
of cattle feed. The forecast of production for the
New Year is also on the higher side. World raw
material prices have dropped to 1960-62 levels
and Indian leather with its high cost of
production and export duties seems to be
pnr:lngmelfmloﬂhzovzneunmhu

created a situation where India is being fastly
replaced by those countries.

An open Com;

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 30, 1924
L. C. S. Examination.

The following press communique dated
December 23 has been issued:—

Examination for the

vo)
Indian Civil-Service will be held in London
commencing on the Ist August 1925, The age of
the candidates on the 1st August 1925 must be
Izssﬂunﬂyﬁa‘mfshmmltlmdu‘nmynrs.

must

reach the Secretary, Civil Service Commission,
unorbdurethelﬂhhhylma:we!omn

form of appli

beobtznzdfrmmh:mrecmrnfpubhr

Detailed rules and

Instruction, Madras.
mgxlanonnnda syllabus of the examination
will be published in the Fort St. George Gazette.
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We pass through this world but once.
Stephen Jay Gould

-

Air crashes raise
questions of
accountability

he past seven days have witnessed two crashes of passen-

ger aircraft resulting in the deaths of more than 200 people

marking one of the worst weeks in air travel in recent years,

On the heels of a plane from Azerbaijan crash landing after

being struck by a Russian air defence missile, a passenger
aircraft carrying nearly 200 people crash-landed in South Korea after
what was initially reported to have been a landing gear failure,

While, in theory, both incidents will be probed -- one more than the
other - the incidents raise questions about the safety of air travel --
coming as they do after decades of progress in making air travel the
safest mode of travel that it is today.

Consider this: The year began with news of a door falling off a Boe-
ing 737 Max plane mid-flight placing the lives of the entire flight at
risk leading to a grounding of the entire fleet of 737 Max aircraft. That
this could happen on a 737 Max plane that was earlier too grounded
following reports of crashes, is indicative of how far safety standards
have slipped since the early days of flying.

The model of aircraft has been riddled with a series of problems
that Boeing admitted to only after two back-to-back crashes claimed
nearly 400 lives back in 2018 and 2019, Taken together, the aviation
industry - for the first time in years-- is facing a crisis of credibility

- a crisis not helped by secrecy both from

governments -- in the case of the downing

m,t:zm of planes by defence missiles and plane

of accountability manufacturers like Boeing reluctant to

-- one in which those accept responsibility for design and man-

ible for either ufacturing defects and cost-cutting that

Iy, nedl'enttrot compromises the safety of the flying pas-
knockin; sengers.

nes out of the While the crisis has so far not led to any

"”m“"h ir  decrease in air travel — not surprising giv-

en how convenient it is — it hasn't gone
unnoticed among the flying public. Today,
some travel booking websites allow passengers to search for flights
while filtering out Boeing planes from search results, helping to re-
assure flying passengers that their flight will more likely than not be
safe,

But as the last week has shown, the threats go beyond that -- and
if left unchecked would only further fuel suspicion and skepticism
about the industry. What the industry - not just the airline industry,
but also including the regulators and international agencies that reg-
ulate them -- needs is a culture of accountability -- one in which those
responsible for either wilfully, negligently or accidentally knocking
planes out of the sky are held to account for their actions.

Be it the Boeing executives who knowingly cut the wrong corners
to save costs, to generals of the Russian army who have - not once
but twice, knocked civilian planes out of the sky. A chain of account-
ability needs to be established simply because if allowed to fester it
would mean those responsible will be allowed to keep the spoils of
their irresponsible behaviour - be it in the form of costs saved or be-
ing emboldened by the lack of accountability to carry out further acts
of indiscretion or carelessness thus putting many more lives at risk.

The least that these two accidents must teach us is that nothing,
least of all safety, should be treated casually, especially when lives
are at stake,

OPEN SPACE » L]

‘Sadbhav Christmas’ comes
as breath of fresh air

ta time when there have been failed at
A:vmpls by certain elements to disturb

he age-old communal harmony that
exists in the state, the concept of ‘Sadbhav
Christmas 2024’ comes as a breath of fresh air.
The serene grounds of Horta De Maria at Pilar
Pilgrim Centre came alive with the festive spir-
itof Christmas and the essence of unity. It is an
annual event which brings together members
from various communities as the programme
exemplifies the true spirit of Christmas thLh is low peace and blolherhood
The event was graced by a d line-up of
longing to different faiths. The unique feature was performance by a group ol
a Hindi carol “Jai Jai Yesu Prabhu ki’ and a Konkani carol ‘Marie Maek Ballok
Zala'. The meaning of Christmas is hope, compassion and a universal call to
foster love and understanding. It's programs like ‘Sadbhav Christmas’ that
strengthens the bonds between various communities and promotes a spirit of
inclusiveness, Indeed diversity is the strength of our nation. Hopefully this will
send a strong message to all those outfits who are trying to divide society on

religious lines.
ADELMO FERNANDES, Vosco
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Living with noise
There have been umpteen appeals by local residents for prompt
action by the authorities to put an end to this disturbing malaise

3 The writer is a
resident of Margao
who strongly
desires to bring
about some
socially relevant
changes with his
musings

tions with loud noise is something

we Indians need to come to terms
with. With no discernible changes in
public mindset regarding this matter,
it becomes difficult to understand how
strict legal sanctions against the abomi-
nable habit will help discourage it.

Celebrations have become synony-
mous with everything loud. Bursting of
crackers, music blaring out from loud-
speakers, and a boisterous crowd jiving
away to the tunes unmindful of the ruck-
us they are creating.

But of course, all these are forgiven
and overlooked as necessities of a social
life which demands revelries as an es-
sential part of one’s otherwise humdrum
existence.

With an inclination towards celebrat-
ing any joyous moment of one's life as a
special occasion, partying has come to
define an approach where one tends to
let one's hair down and enjoy.

Marriage functions in regions across
the country are typically studies in sharp
contrast, so to speak. Yet, it is basically
the galety associated with them which
give them the stature of grandeur,

Various religious festivals bring along
with them their own brand of festivities
where predominantly it is the ‘loudness”
related with the celebrations which dis-
tinguishes one from the other.

Birthday and anniversary parties are
never quiet and subdued affairs either!
For that matter, every occasion is a cause
for celebration. And what about those
EDM festivals which are a current craze!

It is however the political landscape in
lhn country which offers the maximum

for sta inf]liwly. noisy, and active
;n erings at times lack discipline
or restraint,

Political rallies or victory proces
sions of leaders after elections results
are announced take the cake for being
high-spirited ones. It is the character of
the assemblage that gives the celebra-
tions their own definite flavour,

So, basically it is the penchant for en-
joying these occasions which is translat-
ing into the sort of liveliness that borders
on the state of being noisy and unre-
strained,

However, a general acceptance of
these minor ‘hitches' as age-old tradi-
tions and customs which have been ob-
served for ages now have not invited any

Thn penchant for equating celebra-

ill-will, so far at least.

But times are changing and so are
the likes and dislikes of people. Moreo-
ver when a problem assumes a magni-
tude that is difficult to assail, there will
be brickbats reserved for them.

Nevertheless, noise has become so
much a part of one's daily life that we
have never once stopped to think of
it as a ‘toxin’. ‘Living with it' has be-
come the only recourse available and
we have been more than happy doing
it without understanding the conse-
quences,

Rapid urbanisation has brought
along with it its own share of woes.
The technological advancement of the
period has only added to the miseries.
The wvehicular cacophony on the roads
is a blatant example of the luxuries of
the modern era which have had a ‘pro-
nounced’ effect on the

sun has set and ends with the break of
dawn.

The constant loud music from the
nightclubs and beach parties disturb
residents even late into the night,
impacting their sleep and quality of
life.

It is the inconsistent enforcement of
noise regulations, where tourist-orient-
ed establishments often operate with
impunity despite exceeding limits that
has come in for strong criticism from
Ihe yubht and media alike,

ding that any
and undesirable sound is noise, we
need to realize that noise can no longer
be ¢ d as merely an unpl
and irritating sound for the ears, It is a
pollutant, and one that has the poten-
tial to create health concems,

It is time we debunked the theory

The mushrooming of dance-floors
and event-staging centres in the heart
of residential dwellings, seen as a nov-
elty once, is now being thought of as
an annoyance considering the distur-
bance they cause to residents in the
neighbourhood.

The development of any region
enhances its tourism value. Already
tagged as a much-favoured global tour-
ism destination for its natural settings,
Goa has been playing host to multi-
tudes visiting the place to enjoy its
highly publicized hospitality,

Besides, its marquee events which

that i is the only
type of contamination that is harming
living beings on the planet.

As a significant issue in the state’s
coastal areas, there have been umpteen
appeals by local residents for prompt
action by the authorities to put an end
to this malaise. But it is as if these ‘en-
treaties’ have fallen on deaf ears,

Not that there are no stringent laws
in place to tackle the menace! Is it a
lack of political will that prevents effec-
tive implementation of these laws, one
wonders! Or is it the “tourism moolah’
that the state stands to lose were the
laws to be enforced which is giving the
government the jitters!

There are already talks of the gov-
emment's blatant double standards
in noise rule enforcement with foreign
DJs catering to tourists being allowed
to perform well beyond the permissible
time while the local musicians have to
bear the brunt of all the restrictions,

It is however heartening to hear that
in a decisive move to address noise
pollution, the Goa State Pollution Con-
trol Board (GSPCB) has intensified its
crackdown on bars, restaurants and
clubs along the North Goa coastal belt,
But will it be a committed drive?

THE INBOX »>>

Razing Ajmer encroachments
bold step towards better infra

The Ajmer Municipal Corporation with
the aid of a heavily armed police force,
undertook a demolition drive around
the Ajmer Sharif Dargah, Adhai Din Ka
Jhopda, and Delhi Gate, The sensitive
operation targeted illegal constructions
and roadside encroachments, sparking
id d resistance, slog;
and clashes between authorities and
locals. Many legal shops have been
removed from near the dargah and the
toad has been widened. It is great to
see the government focusing on Ajmer
development, Clearing illegal encroach-
ments near Ajmer Sharif Dargah is a bold
step towards better infrastructure and
public convenience. It's not just about
the shops, they've also cleared out some
illegal constructions that were blocking
emergency vehicle access. This is the
beginning of reclaiming what rightfully
belongs to the people and that has been
frittered away by the govemments in
Rajasthan.

SAGAR SHIRODKAR, Via ermoll

Kumbh mela is sacred
platform for devotees

The Kumbh Mela is a timeless Indian
tradition, representing the cultural and
spiritual unity of Hindus, Recognised

as the largest religious gathering in the
world, it serves as a sacred platform for
devotees to immerse themselves in faith
and devotion. Historically, the Kumbh
Mela has been a significant stage for
dharmik awakening and the preserva-
tion of dharma through spiritual gather-
ings and conferences.The Kumbh Mela
is a time to bathe in the sacred rivers,
which is believed to wash away sins and
purify the soul. The holy dip, or *Shahi
Snan’, is considered the most auspi-

D’l have been bringing in throngs from
ng to across the country and abroad have
tourists are vnsu::d&hal Goa is a happening place
round the year.
M.M The coastal belt of the state is what
bpetfonnwel gives the ‘Pear] of the Orent' its dis-
w the tinct identity. The shacks and the mul-
WM titudes of resorts dotting the beachline
provide their brand of cuisine and en-
time while the tertainment to visitors.
local musicians It is this ‘entertainment’ where loud
have to bear mu;!'cﬂ:nd nm’ﬁryl' n‘r;wds are creating
brunt prol s for the local residents. If
E t l““ all reports are to be believed, life in the
i i coastal belt of Goa starts well after the
Citizens must consider voting as right and duty

With reference to the article-cum-report titled : ‘Goan overseas
voters neglect duty, draw blank at LS poll; Election Commission
data reveals no Non-resident Indian voted in June’ in The Goan
Everyday dated December 29, it would be appropriate to amend
the Constitution to let voters elect a non-registered candidate
from a non-registered political party to give them a better

and bigger candidate selection choice. Voters should also be
allowed to list their complaints and suggestions in block letters

on a paper that is put into a ballot box and conduct

mitting to them was the issue with the
varlous challenges or hiccups that come
in the way of living in a confused and
complicated world, And there are some
gva(eful«minr]edge ple who want to joy-
ously celebrate the healthy achievement
that we relished in 2024, if one thinks
within the box, they would see what is
great about 2025 approaching; it’s just
thrashing the 2024 calendar or open-
ing a new diary, seeing no changes in

separately at the same time as an election. It would be pertinent
1o enact a law to recall inefficient , corrupt and communal elect-
ed representatives and permanently scrap Nota that results in
the wastage of precious votes since every vote counts, Voting Is

both aright and a duty.

PETER CASTELLINO, Murmbiai

clous act of the festival. The Kumbh
Mela attracts millions of people from
all over the world, regardiess of caste,

creed, or gender.
APARNA JAGTAP, Via emarl

Resolutions are easy
to write, not follow

Only 15 per cent of people are able to
keep thelr New Year's resolutions and

stick to their visions and goals; it is just
another way to motivate yourself to start
with something new, tailoring that you
have always wished for, good or with
poor experiences, in 2024. Although
there are some who are stereotypical,
who have a set of resolutions to be lak
en about achieving a pvuksslwl
buying the latest model EV car, he:

living, dreaming to visit an unseen des
tination, and not falling victim to cyber
crime, but to start a fresh and wise life.
Over the years, some forget that great
resolutions were easy to write, but com-

N

L

Send your
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thegoan.net.
Letters must
be 150-200
words and
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writer’s name

the of Earth around the Sun.
However, there will be some who will
take this opportunity to reflect on their
regretful lives or deeds and set goals for
self-improvement, as resolutions do act
as a roadmap for personal growth and
serve as a reminder of the areas in which
we want to make positive changes in
breaking free from old habits, embracing
new challenges, and striving towards
better thoughts of happy, healthy, and
prosperous living. Simply put, let’s learn
from our mistakes!

GASTON DIAS, Sarzorn
Remembering Manmohan’s
impeccable uprightness

India has lost a great statesman in the
passing away of former prime minister
Manmohan Singh. Manmohan Singh
was an upright gentleman, Simplicity
was the peculiarity of his life. Some
leaders of the opposition criticised him
baselessly, but, Singh never expressed
any impulsive reaction. It is humbling to
remember civility he followed in his life.
From the insecure situation being faced
by the country today, it can be easily
recollected that the country was safe
during the reign of Manmohan Singh
as prime minister. He is no more with
us, but his valuable knowledge and his
service to the country will always be
remembered,

SUDHIR G KANGUTKAR, Mhare
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From Gemini to Llama: how
Al titans shaped the industry

In a relatively short spa

of time, Al has transformed from a novelty

 tool. What are some of the

notable advances in Alin 2024, and how did this tech become a common trope in such a short period?

John Xavier

rtificial Intelligence (AD was

seen as novelty in 2023 with

the launch of ChatGPT just a

month before the start of that
year. Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, after
investing $10 billion in OpenAl, threw
down the gauntlet to Google, taunting the
DeepMind owner to show what its Al
could do. Google tottered with its
half-baked Bard bot that spewed out
inaccurate answers. In subsequent
months, the Alphabet-owned company
went through a baptism of fire and finally
came out with a rechristened Al, Gemini,
by the end of 2023,

Building on that momentum, the
search giant steadily rebuilt its reputation
and began infusing Gemini's capabilities
in almost all of its products and services
in 2024, Google's recent Al advances,
including the second generation of
Gemini, the Trillium Al accelerator chip,
and breakthroughs in tauamum
computing with the Willow chip, have
significantly boosted investor confidence,
driving its stock price to a record high.

OpenAl did not give Google's Gemini
an easy run, The competition between
the two Silicon Valley giants was intense.
Both the firms launched advanced Al
models with improved reasoning
capabilities.

nAl's 03 model built on top of its
p essor, ol, by focusing on enhanced
reasoning skills, outperformed previous
models in complex coding and advanced
mathematics. Similarly, Google’s Gemini
2.0 Flash Thinking model answered
complex questions by outhining its
thought process, enhancing the model's
reasoning capabilities. lgrcm\l‘s )
vmd.cl..wnh its advan‘c reasoning
from Microsoft as the tech giant relies on
OpenAl models for its Al assistant,
Microsoft 365 Copilot. While 03 promises
better performance, its increased cost
and computation time are significant
considerations for business applications.

Anthropic’s Claude and Mistral Al
It wasn't just Google's tu d this

designed for customisation and
deployment across various applications.
These models were available under open
Ilcmu. promoting accessibility and

year. Product launches and updates from
a clutch of other Al companies have, in
some instances, stolen OpenAl's thunder
this year. Amazon-backed Anthropic
upgraded its Al model, Claude 3.5 Sonnet,
with a “computer use” capability. That
feature enables the Al to autonomously
perform tasks such as moving the cursor,

within the Al y.
Mistral Large 2, the startup’s flagship
model, was integrated into I1BM’s Watsonx
platform, offering enhanced capabilities
in code generation, mathematics, and
reasoning. In November, the
France-based startup linto the

Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+Bu7senH|
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lion (70B) parameters. These models
were pre-trained on approximately 15
trillion tokens from publicly available
sources, with fine-tuning on over 10
million human-annotated examples, With
performance in coding, reasoning, and
multilingual support, Llama 3 was
positioned by Meta as an open-source Al
model. In July, Llama 3.1 expanded the
context windows for the 88 and 708
models. Plus, it also launched

ULS. by establishing an office in Palo Alto,
California, a strategic move aimed at

a 405 billion (405B) parameter model. In
September, Meta introduced Llama 3.2,

typing, and browsing the lmcmn. attracting top Al talent and enhancing the | featuring models with 1B, 38, 1B, and

effectively s sales Such moves 90B parameters. This version marked a

interactions. This development ahm 0 show how Silicon Valley i o be by incorporating

enhance productivity, particularly for the epicentre for top tech talent. multimodal capabilities, allowing the

software developers, by allowing the Al to Miw:l Al also collaborated wuh moda.-h to process both text and images.

execute multi-step actions with minimal to bring new Al d lly, Llama 3.2 was optimised for

human intervention. models w0 dwim powvrtd by deployment on edge and mobile devices,
Another area Anthropic made strides broadening its applicability.

this year was in how it imy ented indbcanng a funu on cnhandng Al Liama models were gradually

safety measures. During the US. accessibility and performance in integrated into Facebook, Instagram, and

presidential election, with its Clio tool, it consumer electronics. WhatsApp, enhancing user

analysed Al usage to ensure responsible with Al-driven features like real-time

Al deployment. In another instance, the Meta's Llama I and content g By the

Al company allowed the UK.'s Al Safety Meta's large language models (LLMs), end of 2024, Llama had received a wider

Institute to early-test its Claude 3.5 Sonnet | while quite late to the Al race, aren't far adnpdnn wnh over 650 million

model. behind. In some ways, F k's parent according to a company blog,
French Al company Mistral for its part company can be credited for citing downloads from Hugging Face.

brought in a certain level of transparency
in Al with its open-weight models,
including Mistral 7B and Mixtral 8x78,

modularising Al models with its Llama
models. In April, Meta released Llama 3,
offering models with 8 billion (88) and 70

Meta’s Liama and Mistral Al are giving
opensource alternatives to the
OpenAl-style closed source Al models.

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGIOKH60BAOF

Open-source models allow a broader
audience to engage with Al technology,
facilitating collaborative development and
rapid innovation. This openness contrasts
with the closed nature of proprietary
models, which restrict access to
underlying code and data.

Developers can customise open-source
LLMs to specific needs, enhancing
versatility across diverse applications.,
This adaptability is often limited in
dosed-source models due to proprietary
restrictions. While open-source models
offer benefits, they may face challenges in
matching the performance and
specialised capabilities of proprietary
systems. Proprietary models often have
access to extensive resources and data,
enabling them to achieve higher
performance in certain tasks, And success
in Al is dependent on the kind of data the
models are trained in.

On-device experience
In 2024, Al models were increasingly
deployed across various devices to bring
their capabilities closer to end-users,
enhance functionality, and provide
realtime experiences. For instance, in
smartphones and tablets, Apple’s Neural
Engine, Qualcomm’s Snapdragon Al
Engine, and Google's Tensor chipsets
were integrated with LLMs and vision
models to power various tasks, including
voice assistants like Siri and Google
Assistant, realtime image processing for
photo enhancements and augmented
reality, and multimodal Al for speech,
text, and image-based queries,

A.pple‘; incorporation of Al features
into its latest iPhones, such as Visual
Intelligence and Image Playground, has
revitalised consumer interest,
contributing to a significant increase in
iPhone sales. This integration has

sitioned Apple on the brink of

{:)cumh‘; the first company to surpass a
$4 trillion market capitalisation.

PC manufacturers are fully embracing
Al by integrating Al accelerators such as
NVIDIA GeForce RTX series GPUs, AMD
Radeon chips, and Apple’s Mseries chips,
These accelerators enable generative
models and advanced features like
Al-powered transcription and video
editing tools, enhanced productivity
tools, and gaming enhancements
including real-time ray tracing and
Al-driven non-playable characters (NPCs)
to run on the device.

Talent is key

At the core of the current Al revolution
lies a dual-engine system. One engine is
responsible for training the data, while
the other leverages the trained data to
make inferences. To effectively operate
these engines, hardware resources alone
are insufficient. Human expertise plays a
crucial role. This has become a pain point
for OpenAl in particular as it has been
bleeding top talent this year. A notable
departure from the Al giant is co-founder
Ilya Sutskever. The company also lost its
chief technology officer Mira Murati, and
several other leading computer scientists,

To make matters worse, some of the
departing members are joining rivals. For
instance, John Schulman, another OpenAl
codounder, moved to Anthropic. Mr.
Schulman is a key leader in the creation
of ChatGPT.

According to a BCG analysis of top
skilled labour, Al experts are the most
mobile at nearly 11 out 100 experts
moving internationally every five years,
So, where they go can make a big
ditference. Companies and countries that
attract the best talent can gain a
competitive edge in the tech world,
Countries that are open to global talent
tend to invent more and grow faster. As

for leadership in Al
thelr ability to attract top talent is crucial
for their success.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

*
Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co

A quiz on Koneru Humpy, the newly crowned Women's World Rapid chess Champion

V.V, Ramanan | 1 month and 27 days,
she became the

1Y youngest woman ever

QUESTION 1 to become a

Wiy did her Grandmaster, Whose

parents Koneny record did she break

Ashok and Latha for the feat?

Initially name 1Y

her Hampl and QUESTION 4

then change it To whom did Humpy

to Humpy? finish runner-up in

[N the Women's World

QUESTION 2 Chess Championship?

In which famous =

ity known for QUESTION 5

Its film festival With which civilian

did Humpy win award was Humpy

the girs' honoured in 20077

under-10 title in o

1997 for her first QUESTION 6

World crown? Prior to her win in
New York, in which

QUESTION 3 city and year did

In 2002, at the Humpy claim her first

age of 15 years, World Rapid title?

LN
Visual question:
Which gold medal is Humpy showing off proudly? #n

Questions and Answers to the December
27 edition of the daily quiz: 1. This person
Is well known for his sclentific contributions
related to milk and other notable discoverles
related to chemistry. Ans: Louls Pasteur

2. Decernber 27 started being observed as
the International Day of Epidemic
Preparedness in this year. Ans: 2020

3. This naturalist set sail on the ship
on December 27, 1831, Ans: HMS Beagle

4. The National Anthem was sung for the
first time publicly at this session of the
Indlan National Congress. Ans: In Calcutta
In 1911

5. The first woman to head a democratic
government in a Muslim-majority country
wis assassinated on December 27, 2007,
Name her. Ans: Benazir Bhutto, She
served for two terms

Visual: Identify this astronomer. Ans:
Johannes Kepler. There Is a telescope
named after him

Earty Birds: Dodo Jayaditya] Barnali
Blswas| Piyall Tull| Sumana Duttal Rajib
Ganguly

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

She has a
chronic knee
problem

The water is freezing for this time
of year. Don't stay too long in the
pool and catch a cold, capiche?

5. Upendran

“I feel great after playing three sets of
tennis today. Surprisingly, | didn't see
Malathy on court. | wonder if.."

“I don’t find that surprising at all! The
poor girl has a chronic back problem.”

“What are you talking about? Malathy
plays tennis almost every day. How can
she do that with a serious back problem?”

“1 said she has a chronic back problem,
not a serious back problem.”

“What's the difference?”

“A chronic problem is one that lasts for
a long time. The problem doesn't go away
casily.”

“So, it's not a serious problem!"

“It needn't be a serious problem. A
‘chronic” problem is one that persists.
‘When | was growing up, there was always
a chronic shortage of water during the
summer months."

1 remember those days. How about
this example? I'm told there’s a chronic
shortage of housing in some of our big
cities."

“Sounds good! My grandmother has a
chronic knee problem. Now then, do

“When the problem is rather serious,
what do you say?”

“You could consider using the word

‘acute’. When you say that someone has
an acute back problem, what you're
suggesting is that it is rather bad. The
individual is unable to do anything.”

"So, the difference between ‘acute’ and
‘chronic’ is one of intensity."

“"Also, duration. An acute problem does
not usually last long. It is of short
duration. We had an acute water shortage
last year”

“The patient complained of acute
abdominal pains”

“Good example! We need to..."

1 came across an interesting word
yesterday. It was spelt ¢..a. L2
the first syllable pronounc
word ‘cap?”

“No, it isn't. The ‘4’ in the first syllable
sounds like the ‘a’ in ‘china’, while the
vowel in the second is pronounced like
the ‘e’ in 'feel’, ‘peel’ and 'kneel’. The
final ‘che’ sounds like the ‘sh’ in 'ship’,
‘sheet’ and ‘shoot’. The word is
pronounced 'ke-PEESH’ with the stress on
the second syllable.”

“1 see. What does the word mean?"

“Capiche is mostly used in informal
contexts, It comes from the Italian
‘capisci’ meaning ‘do you understand'. In
everyday conversation in English, this
word usually comes at the end of a
sentence, Don't discuss our plans with
him, capiche?

“Just do whatever she tells you to.
Don't ask any questions. Capiche?

“Good example! The word can also be
spelt ‘c.a.p.e.e.s. . Ramesh will
probably ask for money. | don't want you
to be lending him any. Capeesh?™

Word of the day

lynchpin:
a central cohesive source of support and stabillity

SYnonyms: anchor, backbane, keystone,
mainstay

USage: reachers are the lynchpin of the
education systerm,
Pronunciation: newsthiivefiynchpinpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fugpry/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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In 2024,
Small was
Beautiful

MARKETMUSINGS

NEW DELIE

Dalal Street minnows stole the show
in 2024, giving handsome returns to
investors, helped by a largely
optimistic trend in the stock market
and impressive retail investors'
partic N

Analysts attributed the positive
trend in the equity markets, where
the benchmark indices shattered
many records this year, to robust
domestic liquidity, strong
fundamentals of the Indian economy,
and policy continuity, Market experts

mistic about midcap and
smallcap stocks for the next year,
driven by factors like strong domestic
consumption and government
infrastructure spending.

Till December 23 thix year, the BSE
smallcap gauge has jumped 12,144.15
points or 28.45%, while the midcap
index surged 9,435.09 points or
25.61%. In contrast, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex has soared
6,299.91 points or 8.72% ,

To put that in context, the BSE
Sensex had jumped 11,399.52 points
or 18.73% in 2023, while the BSE
smallcap gauge had rallied 47.52% and
the midcap index climbed 11,524.72
points or 45,52%,

“Smallcap and mideap indices
outperformed in 2024 due to sectoral
growth, policy support, and investor
interest. Key sectors like real estate,
infrastructure, healthcare,

and favourable market conditions,”
said Palka Arora Chopra, director at
Master Capital Services Lid.

Local interest

Increased interest from domestic
investors seeking higher returns and
the valuation catch-up of smallcap
and mideap stocks after prior

w rformance also played a key
role.

The midcap and smallcap segments
tend to outshine their langer
counterparts in a bull rally in the
market, experts said,

The BSE smallcap gauge hit its
lifetime high of 57,827.69 on
December 12 this year, while the
midcap index surged to a record
49,701.15 on September 24, The
blue-chip peer Sensex reached its
all-time high of 85,978.25 on
September 27,

Liquidity driven

“Domestic Hquidity has been a major
driver behind the outperformance of
the midcap and smallcap segments,
Record SIP inflows, predominantly
directed towards mideap and
smallcap funds, have played a
significant role in this trend,” sald
Sunil Nyati, managing director,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.

According to analysts, smaller
stocks are generally it by Jocal

while I
focus on blue-chips or

The midcap index trac
companies with a market value that is
on average one-ifth of blue-chips,
while smallcap firms are almost a
tenth of that universe.

The BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty have
faced heavy corrections in recent
months after a record-breaking rally
due to rich valuations,

Benchmarks lag
“Excluding the final qunm nf 2024
the Indian equity market

firms.

Over three years, health
insurance claims rise 30%

The most common conditions leading to daims include fever (seasonal discases), gastritis, heart
disease, diabetes and cancer; the share of claims of younger adults has been higher

HEALTH COVER

Team Policybazaar

casonal and
chronic  condi-
tlons are driving
up  health  insu-
rance claims. The most
common conditions lead-
ing to claims include fever
(seasonal diseases), gastri-
tis, heart disease, diabetes
and cancer. Seasonal dis-
cases like fever typically
drive a surge in claims dur-
Ing specific months, partic:
ularly during  monsoon
and winter. Meanwhile,
conditions like heart dis
case, diabetes, and cancer
reflect longterm  health
trends, indicating increas-
ing prevalence of chronic
diseases among Indians,

Rapid rise in claims

The 30% rise in average
payouts over three years
suggests healthcare costs
are rising, and policyhol-
ders are cl higher

Rising costs

expenses as medical inf

managing medical

o mMe s
Financal Year

Popularity of add-ons
Policyholders are increas-
ingly choosing add-ons like
zero depreciation, engine
protectors, and cost of
consumables as part of
motor insurance plans for
their car as old as up to 10
years., This indicates a
ing trend towards en-
nced protection and a
desire for comprehensive
coverage in the event of a
claim,

South and Delhi-NCR

Regions such as Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, and And-
hra Pradesh report higher
total loss motor claims due
to cyclones, while States
like Delhi NCR, Maharas-
thra experience more acch
dental claims,

Heart issues
Heart disease and natural
causes remain the most
lent reasons for term
urance claims, which is
consistent with the overall

amounts for medical treat-
ments, This trend also in-
dicates Insurance Is be-
coming a more essential
tool for managing medical
expenses as medical infla-
tion outpaces  general
inflation.

Maharashtra, Delhi

States like Maharashtra
and Delhi report h

claim payouts despite hav.
ing a similar proportion of
total claims. This can be-
due to the higher cost of
healtheare in urban cen-
ters and more advanced
medical facilities available.

Claims frequency
Clam frequency has steadi-
ly increased over the last
three years. It means more
t:lk‘yﬁnlden are utilising
alth insurance benefits,
This could be due to im-
access to health
care services, a greater
awareness of health insu-
rance coverage, and a

.30
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The prevalence of
acehdents and tal loss
claims reflects the
Importance of having
robust motor insurance
o protect against both
collisions and theft

due to a higher penetra:

ageing and the
growing  awareness  of
health  risks,  COVID19
claims also reflect the im-
ct of the pandemic on
fe insurance needs even

after three years,
Male
The ity of term insu-

1 ims are made by
male policybolders (90-
G2%). This is mainly due to
the hlgh penetration of

There Is a notable spike
Inmotor Insurance
clalms during monsoon
season, with a 400 rise
in claims during rainy
months in ditles more
prone to heavy rains

like hatchbacks. The high-

term among
males. Men also munlly
have higher maortality rates
and may be more likely to
take term life cover result-
ing in a higher percentage
of claims from them,
Reglons with higher ur
ban population leading in
claims, The top reglons for
term insurance claims in-
clude Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Karnataka,
and Gujarat, These areas
see higher claim volumes
due to a combination of
larger  populations  and
greater awareness of the

The alpha
arithmetic

THINKINVESTOR

Given the market behaviour
in recent years, portfolio
managers must continually
move from one sector to
another (sector rotation)

to consistently generate
positive alpha

Yenkatesh Bangaouswamy

As investors, we want to earn
above-average returns. In the context
of mutual fund investments,
above-average return means eaming
greater than a fund's benchmark
return. This excess return is referred
to as alpha. Active funds strive to
generate positive alpha. Small wonder
that investors typically prefer active
over passive funds. Here, we discuss
the arithmetic of alpha returns,

Zero-sum game?

Market, here, refers to the style
benchmark of a fund. So, if you invest
in a large-cap style fund, market in
relation to the fund refers to all
large-cap stocks. Likewise, if you were
to invest in a mid-cap fund, market
refers to all mid-cap stocks.

Now, consider the NSE 100 index,
the large-cap style benchmark, The
average return in relation to large-cap
stocks would be the NSE 100 Index.
So, we can state active karnge-cap funds
that generate positive alpha earn
above-average returns. But that means
some other active large-cap funds
must generate below-average returns.
How else can the average returns of all
these funds be equal to the NSE 100
Index? In other words, alpha must be
i Zero-Sum game.

That s, the sum of positive alpha
returns must equal the sum of
negative-alpha returns,

Note, there many other funds like
diversified and solution-oriented
funds that will invest in large-cap
stocks, Also, mid-cap funds may invest
in large-cap stocks, Therefore, proving
that alpha is a zero-sum game is easber
sifd than done.

less, the above
has some implication on your
investment decision, If alpha were a
ZErO-SUm game, some folio
maragers will win, and some others
will have to lose. And, if portfolio
managers are skillful, it is highly
unlikely the same portfolio managers
will alwarys win while some others will
always lose. In other words, portfolio
managers may be skillful, yet a fund’s
annual return can swing between

strong performance, with investors

ng significant returns in several
mi and smallcap stocks.
However, the benchmark indices,
Nifty and Sensex, lagged behind
global markets, particularly the US,,
primarily due to persistent aggressive
selling by Fils," Nyati said,

“The outlook for midcap and
smallcap stocks in 2025 remaing
promising, but the rally is unlikely to
be broad-based. Investors will need to
adopt a more selective h, as
valuations in many areas become

hed, and

growth
appears to be lacking in certain
sectors,” Mr. Nyati reckoned.

"
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proactive approach to ma-  ton of insurance among  er claim volumes from  importance of life insu positive and negative alpha between
naging personal health, males. hatchbacks are due to their  rance, with h one year and the next.
higher market share in the  urban  populations  and
Young adult claims up Motor insurance overall vehicle population.  greater access to financial Conclusion
The hwu.'r share of claims  The leading causes of mo- services see more claims Given the market behaviour in recent
mxnunmr adults (18 tor insurance claims are  Monsoon claim surge because policyholders are years, portfolio managers must
ik primarily ! theft,  There is a notable spike in -~ more likely to engage with continually move from one sector to
ul seasonal ilinesses (fever,  and damage from natural — motor insurance claims  life insurance products, another (sector rotation) to
viral infections) and rising  events, The prevalence of  during the monsoon sea- consistently generate positive alpha,
claims for chronic condi-  accidents and total loss  son, with a 40% rise in  Riders gain popularity But mare the active decisions (active
tions like diabetes, which  claims reflects the impor-  claims  during  rainy  Approximately 3540% of bets), greater the active risk
are increasingly diagnosed  tance of having robust mo-  months in cities which are  term insurance policyhol- (likelihood of negative alpha).
at younger ages. Thistrend  tor insurance to protect  more prone to heavy rains. — ders are opting for riders Then, there is the alpha fade rate -
underscores the need to  against collisions and theft  Factors like heavy rains,  like critical fliness and acci the rate at which an alpha strategy
buy health  insurance flooding and slippery road  dental death benefits, indi- fades (no longer generates alpha) is
when young and healthy.  Claim amount basis conditions contribute to  cating a growing desire for faster than the rate at which newer
The gender distribution  The higher claim amounts  higher total loss claims, comprehensive  protec strategies can be developed. You must
(86% male) is typical of  for SUVs reflect their grea-  higher accident rates and  tion, particularly among be mindful of these factors when you
health insurance claims, as  ter value and more com-  damage to vehicles, espe-  those concerned  about invest in active funds.
men tend to file claims plex repair costs com:  clally in reglons prone to  critical illnesses or accl- (The author offers training
more frequently, possibly  pared to smaller vehicles  monsoon weather, dents, programmes for individuals to manage
their personal fnvestments)
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The PSLV-C60 rocket ahead of its launch on December 30, 2024, sro

All eyes on PSLV-C60 mission as
ISRO looks to end 2024 on a high

Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+ Bu7senHpQdhlODg
The PSLYV-C60 flight is scheduled for 9.58 pm on December 30, 2024. The rocket will carry two satellites called SDXOL, dmhcd ‘Chaser and SDX02,

dubbed 1

INDIA IN SPACE

Pradecp Mohandas

he Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) hopes to
end 2024 on a high with an
exciting mission on the launch
pad to test technologies that will one day
be used for interplanetary and human
upattlllght It also hopes to kickstart

Farget. Each weighs 220 kg After launch and orbit insertion, the two satellites will rendezvous in low earth orbit, dock, and then undock

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https//whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGIOKH60BAOF

Chandrayaan-4 missions. SpaDeX will
demonstrate in-orbit docking.

The year 2024 began with a PSLV flight
and looks like it will end with one as well.
‘The PSLV-CEO flight is currently
scheduled for 9.58 pm on December 30,
2024. The rocket will carry two satellites
called SDX01, dubbed ‘Chaser,’ and
SDX02, dubbed “Target.’ Each weighs 220
kgg. After launch and orbit insertion, the
two satellites will rendezvous in low earth
orbit, dock, and then undock.

In addition, the fourth stage of the
PSLV-C li() rocket will carry 20-plus

for human
missions that have already been delayed
for years.

Mission updates

PSLV-C59: The PSLV-C59 mission
dedicated to NewSpace Incia Ltd. (NSIL)
placed the European Space Agency's
(ESA) Proba 3 spacecraft - short for
“Project for Onboard Autonomy”’ - into a
highly elliptical orbit of 600 km x 60,500
km as planned 18 minutes after liftoff. The
liftotf was from the Satish Dhawan Space
Center's first launch pad at 4:04 pm IST
on December 5, This mission
demonstrated the ability of ISRO's Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) to kaunch
a spacecraft into such orbits,

After the launch, the ESA said the
Yatharagga station in Australia began
receiving telemetry from the satellite
“almost immediately after separation.”
The telemetry will be passed on to the
ESA's mission control centre in Belghlm

( Ahead of its
flight of Launch Vehicle Mark 3 VM3 X
in 2014, ISRO had wanted to test the
vehicle's ability to fly through the thickest
part of lhc cnrlh‘s mmmphen- The

| a suborbital flight
for this with an altitude of 126 km and a
range of 1,600 km from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre. The vehicle didn't carry a
cryogenic engine in its third stage and
didn't reach earth orbit by

The LVYM-3 X test flight also ltlll‘d the
reentry characteristics of the crew
module using the Crew-module

doads of its own, designed by various
ISRO centres, academic institutions, and
Indian private companies. After inserting
the satellites in orbit, the fourth stage will
enter an orbit of its own, where its
payloads will perform various tests.

The PSLV-C60 mission will fly the
rocket in its core alone configuration
(called CA): Le., its first stagge will fly
without its strap-on boosters

The ‘Chaser” and “Target’ nltllhcs will
be placed in a 470-km-wide circular orbit

an inclination of 55°. The duo will
also have different velocities such that the
gap between them increases to 1020 km
after a day.

The propulsion system on board the
“Target” satellite will be used to slow it
down to the same speed as the ‘Chaser’

became the first of its kind to integrate
and test the two satellites,

POEM's two dozen payloads
PSLV-CGO's fourth stage, called the PSLV
Orbital Experimental Module (POEM-4),
carries 24 payloads: 14 contributed by
varfous ISRO centres and 10 by academia
and private industry. POEM-4 will begin
operations after satellite separation,

Of these, the Relocatable Robotic

D
ak.a. the ‘Walking Robotic Arm,
developed by ISRO Inertial Systems Unit
(ISU), is expected to demonstrate 4
robotic arm that can move to defined
targets on the POEM using an inchworm
walking technique,

The Vikram Sarabhai Space Center
(VSSC) developed the Debris Capture
Robotic Manipulator. In a proof of
concept, it will attempt to capture
tethered space debris with a robotic
manipulator. The VSSC also built the
Compact Research module for Orbital
Plant Studies to study the germination
and growth of eight cowpea seeds in a
five- to seven-day experiment in a
controlled environment.

‘The other experiments from ISRO
centres include - to quote from a press
release ~ the Gradient Control Reaction
Wheel Assembly (115U), the Multi-Sensor
Inertial Ref System with in-house

over time. They will ll i a
distance of 20 km in the same orbit
heading up to the SpaDeX mission's first
milestone, called far rendezvous. Then
they will move closer such that the gap
drops to 5 km, 1.5 km, 500 m, 225 m, 15
m, and finally 3 m. Then 'Chaser’ and
“Target’ will dock.

After a rigid mechanical connection is
realised between the two satellites,
electrical power transfer between “Target'
and ‘Chaser’ will be demonstrated before
they undock and drift apart.

They will then operate their on-board
payloads with a mission life of two years,
The 'Chaser’ has a high-resolution
camera, The “Tanget’ has a minfature
multispectral payload and a radiation
monitor, Earlier, an Indian private space

pheric Re-entry
(CARE). On December 18, 2044, the CARE
module re-entered the earth’s
atmosphere after separating from the
rocket and performed a controlled
landing in the Bay of Bengal using its
thrusters and parachutes. This successful
mission was an important precursor to
lndh‘n human spaceflight mission.

Em vears later, on the same day,

r 18, 2024, ISRO began
aucrnhlina the human-rated LVM-3
(HLVM-3) for its first uncrewed mission,
‘This was done by stacking the nozzle end
segment of the $:200 solid rocket motor
with the full flex seal nozzle at 8.45 am on
December 18, This marked the official
launch campaign for the HLVM-3 GI/OM1
mission. ‘GI stands for the first
Gaganyaan mission, and ‘'OM-1’ for the
first orbital module mission. The orbital
module consists of the crew module and a
service module.

PSLV-C60 SpaDeX
Just like the CARE mission preceded the
human spaceflight mission, the SpaDeX
short for ‘Space Docking Experiment’ - is
a predecessor to ISRO's Bharatiya
Antariksh Station (BAS) and the

oM ¢

named Ananth Technologies

The PSLV-C60 launch vehicle after integration
with Chaser and Target ahead of its launch on
December 30. 15#0- X
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gyroscopes (1ISU), the MEMS based High
Angular Rate Sensor (VSSC), the Lead
Exempt Experimental System (VSSC), the
Highly Configurable Onboard Common
Controller (Space Physics Laboratory),
and the PILOT-G2 payload (Indian
Institute of Space Science and
Technology) "that hopes to qualify
in-house equipment for small satellites.”

One experiment of note is the Amity
Plant Experimental Module in Space
(APEMS) payload developed by Amity
University, Mumbal. It will compare
growth-related changes in plant callus
cells using spinach plants (Spinacia
oleracea) in microgravity and earth
gravity, For this, two parallel experiments
will be carried out - one on POEM 4 and
the other at Amity University,

Another biological payload of note is
the RVSat-1 developed by RV. College of
Engineering, Bengaluru, It will measure
the growth of the gut bacterium
Bacteroides thetaiotaomicron in space.
The experiment is expected to provide
data to understand human physiology in
space and astronaut health during crewed
missions,

There are two notable communications
payloads called the BGS Amateur Radio
Payload for Information Transmission
(ARPIT) and Swetchasat. BGS ARPIT was
developed by the §.J.C. Institute of
Technology, Karnataka, and the Upagraha
Amateur Radio Club at the U.R. Rao
Satellite Centre. It can transmit audio,
text, and images from a satellite to the
ground with frequency modulation in the
VHF band. It is designed to provide
amateur radio satellite services
worldwide.

The Swetchasat payload, developed by
Nspace Tech, a private entity in Andhra
Pradesh, plans to demonstrate an
onboard UHF transmitter's capability to
store data and establish a communication
link and transmit data and telemetry with
the ISRO Telemetry and Tracking

|

C | ground station.

‘There are two propulsion payloads
developed by private industry, RUDRA 1.0
HPGP, developed by Bellatrix Acrospace,
will test a green propulsion system with a
thrust of 1 newton and a specific impulse
of 220 seconds. Likewise, the VYOM 20U
developed by Manastu Space will test a
monopropellant the company has said is
a safer and better performing alternative
to hydrazine, which is the maost widely
used propellant in the Indian space
programme at present. VYOM has a thrust
of LIN and a specific impulse greater than
250 seconds.

Two payloads will also be hoping to
demonstrate synthetic aperture radar
(SAR) capabilities. SAR creates
high-resolution images of objects on the
ground by moving a radio-emitting
antenna over the objects of interest. The
SAR Imaging Demonstration Payload
(GLX-SQ) from GalaxEye Space will test
the g capture, and p g
Of SAR images in a space cnvlnmmml.
The Varuna payload, from Piersight
Space, will demonstrate SAR in a cubesat
form factor and test the performance of
seven advanced subsystems - including a
deployable reflectarray antenna - that
can help monitor all human and
industrial activities at sea.

Finally, the MEMS-based Inertial
Measurement Unit (STeRG-P1LO) was
developed at the MIT World Peace
University, Pune, and the MOITD by the
private company TakeMe2Space.
STeRG-PLO will perform attitude
determination and higher efficiency data
processing. The MOFTD payload is a
o
perform n'al time data processing for
carth observation. It will attempt to
receive three machine learning models
through an uplink from ground to orbit,
conduct in-orbit computation, and
downlink the models” inferences,

Onward to 2025

The year 2025 will be a pivotal year in
Indian spaceflight with the launch of the
first uncrewed HLVM-3 missions to orbit.

Indians will potentially get to see the
sight of the first Indian in space since
Rakesh Sharma in 1984 when Shubanshu
Shukla flies - schedule permitting - to
the International Space Station on board a
Falcon 9 rocket as part of the Axiom 4
mission in 2025,

We will also have the launch of the
innovative NASA-ISRO SAR mission.

In all, 2025 promises to be an
action-packed and, by all means, a
defining year for space for India.

(Pradeep Mohandas is a technical writer
and space enthusiast in Pune.
pradeep.mohandas@gmail.com)

[ in Space is a monthly column
collecting and analysing developments in
the country’s space, spaceflight, and allied
sectors.)

A pumpjack at an old ol field In Embichheim,
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Oil companies
backtrack on
renewables

Reuters

Major European energy companies
doubled down on oil and gas in 2024 to
focus on near-term profits, slowing down

and at times reversing - climate
commitments in a shift that they are likely
to stick with in 2025,

The retrenchment by oil majors comes
after governments around the
slowed the rollout of clean energy policies
and delayed targets as energy costs
soared following Russia’s full scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022,

Big European enengy companies that
had invested heavily in the clean energy
transition found their share performance
laggging U.S. rivals Exxon and Chevron,
which had kept their focus on oil and gas.

Against this backdrop, the likes of BP
and Shell this year sharply slowed their
plans to spend billions on wind and solar
power projects and shifted spending to
higher-margin ofl and gas projects.

BP, which had aimed for a 20-fold
mmh in renewable power this decade to

announced in [ ber it
\muld spin off almaost all its affshore wind
projects into a joint venture with Japanese
power generator JERA.

Shell, which once pledged to become
the world's largest electricity company,
largely stopped investments in new
offshore wind projects, exited power
markets in Europe, and China and
weakened carbon reduction tangets.

"Geopolitical disruptions like the
invasion of Ukraine have weakened CEO
incentives to prioritise the low-carbon
transition amid high oil prices and
evolving investor expectations,” Rohan
Bowater, analyst at Accela Research, told
Reuters. He said BP, Shell, and Equinor
reduced low-carbon spending by 8% in

2024,

Shell said it remained committed to
becoming a net zero emissions energy
business by 2050 and continues to invest
in the energy transition.

Equinor said: “The offshore wind

segment has been through demanding
times in the last couple of years due to
inflation, cost increase, bottlenecks in the
supply chain, and Equinor will continue
to be selective and disciplined in our
approach.”

BP did not respond to a request for
comment.

The oil companies’ retrenchment is
bad news for efforts to mitigate climate
change. Global heat-trapping carbon
emissions are forecast to climb to a new
high in 2024, which will be the warmest
year on record.

And 2025 is shaping up to be another
tumultuous year for the 3 trillion energy
sector, with climate sceptic Donald
Trump returning to the White House.
China, the world's biggest crude oil
importer, Is trying to revive its faltering
economy, potentially boosting oil
demand.

Europe faces continued uncertainty
over the war in Ukraine and political
turmoil in Germany and France.

All those tensions were laid bare at the
annual United Nations climate conference
in Azerbaijan in November, when the host
country's President ltham Aliyev hailed
ofl and gas as “a gift from god.”

That summit yielded a global climate
finance deal but disappointed climate
advocates who had hoped governments
would coalesce around a phase-out of oil,
was, and coal,
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Syria's new

authorities have

Chad began voting on Sunday in a
general election that is presented by

In per cent. Employee attrition km. Egypt has tested a new
In private sector banks has 10-kilometre (6.2-mile)
witnessed an increase to about extension to the Suez Canal as

crore. In a first, “underwater
drones” capable of diving up
to 100 metres will be

30 arrested nearty 300

people, including informants, pro-regime
fighters and former soldiers, in a
crackdown on loyalists to former president
Bashar al-Assad. The authorities intensified
efforts to consolidate control. aw

the govemment as a key step
towards ending military rule but has been
boycotted by the opposition. Tumout was
low in the capital N'Djamena when polling
stations opened for voters to choose a new
parliament. wv

25% and this high tumaover rate poses
operational risk, according to the Report
on Trend and Progress of Banking in India
2023-24. Employee attrition rates are high
across select private sector banks. »n

deployed during the upcoming Maha
Kumbh to provide round-the-clock
survelllance at the Sangam area in Uttar
Pradesh's Prayagraj, the Culture Ministry
said on Sunday. »m

it tries to minimise the impact of currents
on shipping and increase the key
waterway's capacity. Two ships used the
new extension on Saturday. are
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The challenge of holding judges accountable

The review mechanism for judges in India requires ‘proved misbehaviour or incapacity’ to be decided by a committee set up under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. This
committee functions like a trial court, but is set in motion only after a successful attempt to impeach the judge is moved either in the Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kunal Shankar
speech delivered by Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the
Allahabad High Court, that
made apparent his biases
against the Muslim community, at an
event organised by the legal cell of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad within the Court
precincts on December 8, has once again
spotlighted the difficulty in India's review
mechanism to hold judges of the higher
judiciary accountable.
The review mechanism requires
misbehaviour or incapacity” to
be decided by a three-member committee
set up under the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968. This committee functions like a trial
court, but is set in motion only after a
successful attempt to impeach the
concerned judge is moved either in the
Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha, which
must be approved by the presiding officer
of the House — the Speaker in the case of
the Lok Sabha, or the
Vice-President/Chairman in case of the
Rajya Sabha. The provisions for this
mechanism flows from Articles 124 (4),
(5), 217, and 218 of the Constitution of
India, and the those of the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968.

Justice V. Ramaswami's trial

Only two judges out of seven so far, aside
from Justice Yadav against whom
impeachment has been attempted, have
bﬂn (uund guilty for their

i i by the th b
committee, which must comprise of a
Supreme Court judge, a Chief Justice of a
High Court and an eminent jurist.

The first was retired Supreme Court
Justice V. Ramaswami, who was found
guilty of extravagant spending on his
official residence such as buying air
conditioners, plush furniture and
bedding, without following due process,
much like the accusations made against
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra by
the ruling BJP last year. While such
misdemeanours by current accounts of
corruption seem like an arcane quibble
over propriety, they nevertheless
animated public discourse on a judge’s
conduct in the late 80s and early 90s,
Such discussions led to the foundation of
the ‘Restatement of Values of Judicial Life’
adopted by the Supreme Court on May 7,
1997, as the code of conduct for those
holding high offices in judiciary.

Speaking to The Hindu, retired Madras
High Court Justice K. Chandru, who
played a pivotal role in the impeachment
proceedings against Justice Ramaswami,
recollected how the judge “bought 6+1 <7
maces, one with a silver head to denote
the Chief Justice's arrival and took it on a
cargo plane in 1988, and not by rail”
following his elevation as the Chief Justice
of the Punjab and Haryana High Court.
“There was no tendering process that was
followed for the purchase of the maces,”
Justice Chandru added. He was referring
to the colonial practice followed at the
Madras HC where an orderly precedes a
judge, to signal his arrival to ensure those
in the hallway and the courthouse

intain " Justice
deemed it fit to continue this practice at
the Punjab and Haryana High Court,
which did not have this practice as it was
founded in independent India, much to
the shock of his “brother judges”. In his
Tamil book, I too became a judge, Justice
Chandru recalled a letter dated August 18,
1988, in which then Chief Justice V.
Ramaswami’s colleagues wrote “You will
remember that most of us told you later

too that we are opposed to the
introduction of maces. Maces are but a
relic of the imperial past and out of tune
with our socialistic pattern of society.”

The adverse verdict by the
three-member panel constituted under
the Judges Inquiry Act against V.
Ramaswami set the precedent of then J1
Sabyasachi Mukherjee deciding not to
allocate any work to him in 1993. The
failure of the impeachment motion in the
Lok Sabha that year, did not lead to a
reversal of the CJI's decision. No cases
were listed for hearing before Justice
Ramaswami’s Bench until his retirement
three years later.

Article 124 (4) of the Constitution
stipulates that the panel's finding must be
voted upon by Parliament, The motion
requires either a two-thirds majority of
present MPs voting in favour of the
motion or an absolute majority in each
House, for the judge to be removed. On
May 10, 1993, of the 401 members present
in the Lok Sabha, 196 voted for
Ramaswami’s removal. While no one

GETTY IMAGES
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overwhelming majority, but he resigned
in September 2011, days before the
motion was to be tabled in the Lok Sabha.
Justice Sen was found guilty of
misappropriating ¥33.23 lakh in a case in
1983, as a court-appointed receiver in his
capacity as a lawyer, and misrepresenting
facts before a Calcutta court.

Similarly, Chief Justice of the Sikkim
High Court, P.D. Dinakaran resigned on
July 29, 2011, the day of the first sitting of
the three-member panel constituted
under the Judges Inquiry Act, to look into
16 charges, some of them as grave as
appropriating more than 300 acres of
lands from farmers in Tamil Nadu's
Tiruvallur district, after he became a

August 6 that year, seeking a continuation
of the committee's investigations arguing
that “the jurisdiction of the Committee is
untouched by the factum of removal...".
The FJA's contention was that there were
two separate parts to the removal process
of a justice — one that concerns finding
guilt, which is governed by Article 124 (5)
and the second, which is impeachment,
which is governed by article 124 (4) and is
within the jurisdiction of Parliament.
“The purpose of impeachment is not
merely removal from office, but a more
substantial one about accountability to
the people whose trust is alleged to be

THE GIST
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Only two judges so far have
been found guilty for their
“misbehaviour” by the
three-member committee,
which must comprise of a
Supreme Court judge, a Chief
Justice of a High Court and an
eminent jurist.

-

Article 124 (4) of the

breached and whose dence in
judiciary needs to be rem!orced " the FJA

argued.

"Thuugh Article 124(5) of the
(¥ jon uses the words 4
from office” and is silent on the issue of
disqualification from holding future
affice, the finding of guilt by the
Committee and the subsequent
proceedings in Parliament will have the
effect of disqualifying the person from
holding public office in future. It may be
noted that Justice V.Ramasami having
been found guilty by the Committee,
continued to hold office as a judge of the
Supreme Court and retired with all the
benefits, taking advantage of the defeat of
the impeachment motion. Post retirement
he was appointed as Chairperson of the
‘Tamil Nadu Law Commission,” said FJA.

The need to complete proceedings
RTI petitions by former Frontline legal
affairs editor, V. Venkatesan revealed that
both jurist Mohan Gopal and the
Chairman of the three-member panel
retired justice Aftab Alam believed the
work of the committee must continue.
The RTI replies made public a set of
correspondence between Mohan Gopal
and the two members of the committee,
and of the committee with the Rajya
Sabha Chairperson Hamid Ansari. Mr.
Venkatesan has included these letters as
annexures to his 2014 book Constitutional
Condundrums: Challenges to India's
Democratic Process. In his August 15, 2011
letter to Justice Aftab Alam and J. S. Kehar,
the then Chief Justice of the Karnataka
HC, Mr. Gopal writes, “the resignation of
_lustn:e P.D. Dinakaran pmcms our
with an

slmmlnn. Any decision we take will have a
profound and far-reaching lmpm on the

k for judicial y in
our country ~ both in terms [of \bel
future implementation of the Ju
Inquiry Act, 1968, and in terms of the
manner in which the current
Constitutional and legal framework for
judicial accountability is
reformed... While undoubtedly the
investigation and the proof stage arises
only when there is a prayer for removal
from office and is the essential first step
or that purpose, it would be an error to

udge o[!he Madras High Court, ignore lhe independent role and value of
highlight that the ion and proof part of the

of lndu s higher judiciary enjoy a process in and by itself... A view that the

disproportionately greater level of resignation would result in the

immunity when compared with even investigation and proof process being

elected officials as they “continue to enjoy | aborted would in effect place in the hands

the perks of being a retired judge, like of the judge who is the object of the

pension” and other benefits, said jurist investigation the power to end the

Mohan Gopal, who was part of the against him by resi -

voted against the motion, 205 at
by the ruling Congress ensured the defeat
of the impeachment.

before
The second judge to face an
impeachment motion was Justice
Soumitra Sen of the Calcutta High Court.
Justice Sen became the first judge of
India’s higher judiciary who was voted to
be removed by the Rajya Sabha by an

bility

2.2 e CidER.. . ai 2. i . 2 4B cirnasz . assudEE cmisd s A SRS

three-me
Dinal case. Such resi abort
the trial and subsequent impeachment,
something not afforded to even sitting or
former Chief Mxmstm, like in the case of
lal in the disproportionate assets

petition decided in 2014,

The Forum for Judicial Accountability
(FJA) that led the campaign against

inthe

an absurd situation that the legislature
could not have intended. In such
circumstances, there would be no
incentive arising from this process for any
judge to avoid misbehaviour as any judge
can end investigation into charges against
him at any point by resigning from office.”
While the Chair justice Aftab Alam
concurred and sought the continuation of

judicial corruption in the Dinal case,
wrote to the three-member committee on

the C the request was rejected
by Rajya Sabha Chairman Hamid Ansari.

C stipulates that the
panel's finding must be voted
upon by Pardiament. The
motion requires either a
two-thirds majority of present
MPs voting in favour of the
maotion or an absolute majority
in each House, for the judge to
be removed.

v

Such Instances highlight that
members of India's higher
judiciary enjoy a
disproportionately greater
level of Immunity when
compared with even elected
officials as they “continue to
enjoy the perks of being a
retired judge, like pension” and
other benefits, sald jurist
Mohan Gopal.
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Product eco-labelling

must be streamlined

GOVIND SINGH
AND VAMIKA MITTAL

he Delhi Government has

decided to use energy-effi-

cient cooling devices in all its

offices and buildings. The
MOve comes as a step 10 save energy
and curb the rising demand of elec-
tricity. Once approved, all depart-
ments of the Delhi Government will
use only 5-star rated air conditioners
and other cooling devices. The star-
rating of electrical devices is an eco-
label that makes green initiatives like
these possible.

The star-rating of electrical
devices was introduced under the
Energy Conservation Act, 2001,
lhmuﬂ: the setting up of a Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE). The BEE
assesses electrical products and rates
them on a scale of 1 to 5 stars, with
higher ratings indicating greater ener-
gy efficiency and lower running costs.
The Delhi Government expects to
save up to 3,042 units of electricity
and Rs. 29,000 per AC each year by
using 5-star rated cooling devices.

Eco-labelling of products helps

know how envi |

ly friendly one product is compared
to others in the same category. The
overall environmental impact of prod-
ucts is assessed by a third party; this
allows eco-conscious consumers to
make unbiased purchase decisions.
Moreover, eco-labelling encourages
manufactures to transition towards
environment-friendly production
since the entire life cycle of a product
- from its manufacturing to its dispos-
al - is assessed during eco-labelling.
The concept of eco-labelling has been
around for more than two decades.
T'he World Summit on Sustainable
Development 2002, held in Rio de
Janeiro, identified the need for such
“effective, transparent, verifiable,
non-misleading and non-discrimina-
tory consumer information tools.”

Growing consumer awareness

IT CAl

about environmental impacts of man-
ufacturing and production has creat-
ed demand for eco-friendly products,
and for eco-labels. The BEE star-rat-
ing is one such eco-label and is spe-
cific to the electrical appliances seg-
ment. Many eco-labels exist today but
there is a need for streamlining and
optimizing them across all segments.
More and more people are now rec-
ognizing the benefits of buying green
products for both the environment
and their own well-being. Green con-
sumerism is rising, with customers
actively seeking eco-friendly options
beginning with biodegradable pack-
aging, reusable bags and recyclable
plastic. Green consumers are interest-
ed in buying products that are ethi-
cally produced, do not waste water

MIND | MANISH NANDY

and energy during manufacturing, do
not cause pollution and are focused
on sustainability and the circular
economy.

Consumer awareness about
green products is increasing. There is
thus an increasing need for compre-
hensive, reliable and unambiguous
eco-labelling of all available consumer
products. In India, the overarching,
government-regulated eco-label is
called Ecomark. The Ecomark Scheme
was first introduced in 1991 as a vol-
untary eco-certification programme.
Ecomark is different from BEE's star-
rating in that it has wider scope and
covers a wide range of product cate-
ﬁmies including food, textiles, house-

old goods and personal care prod-
ucts. Another key difference is that

Ecomark assesses the entire lifecycle
(holistic environmental impact) of the
products while BEE's star-rating
focuses on energy use and consump-
tion.

A quick analysis of the Ecomark
Scheme shows it to be highly unpop-
ular. Its logo, the earthen pot, is rare
to find on any product in the market-
place. In its absence, green

TheStatesman
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2024, replacing the Ecomark Scheme
of 1991, The fresh impetus is due to
the ongoing Mission LIFE (Lifestyle for
Environment) of the MoEFCC which
uses green nudging as a tool for pro-
moting green choices. Reviving the
Ecomark eco-label is thus a much
needed pre-requisite for the success
of Mission Lil

Implementation of Ecomark
Rules 2024 must begin by analyzing
the factors behind the unpopularity
of the earlier Ecomark Scheme. The
Ecomark Rules 2024 continue to make
it a voluntary initiative; it is up to
manufacturers to decide if they want
to take part in eco-labell Making
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100 YEARS AGO

OCCASIONAL NOTE

DISAPPOINTMENT in Germany
over the prospective postponement of
the evacuation of Cologne is naturally
strong, more especially in quarters where
Lord Curzon’s statement on the subject
came as a complete surprise. Represen-
tations have already been made at Paris,
and the facts on which the decision is
based are hotly challenged. It is unfortu-
nate, to say the least, that the intimation
should have been made to Germany in a
roundabout fashion. The German Gov-
ernment s held up to the world as a

L with no p
private or

formal communication. Berlin has
already retorted. The French Govern-
ment has been informed that if the terms
of the Treaty are not observed it will be
difficult if not impossible to form a Cab-
inet to carry out the Dawes plan. This is
likely to make little impression on the
French Foreign Office, even under the
present regime, for M. Herriot cannot

participation mandatory, at least in
some product categories, will certain-
I eco-l

gard the strong French sentiment
on the subject of security. But should the
German utterance tum out to be more
than a dipl ic move the position will

Y
and will also have long-term environ-
mental benefits,

It also needs to be assessed if the
Ecomark eco-label should continue to
be implemented in a Yes/No mode
allowing only eco-friendly products to
display the eco-label, or should it
adopt a BEE like rating system. After
all, a rating system not only guides
consumer choices but also increases
competition among manufacturers to
improve performance and obtain
higher ratings.

In addition, Ecomark should be
made flexible to accommodate exist-
ing green ratings as well as upcoming
green ratings like the Right to Repair
rating of products. The growing inter-
est of consumers in green products
underscores the need for a reliable
eco-label that simplifies their choices.
With d

be serious. The Dawes plan is the one
device yet found for promoting peace
and understanding in Western Europe,
and if anger in Germany leads to its
abandonment, relations with France will
be bitterer than ever.

(S NEWS ITEMS

THE NEXT WAR

"ATROCIOUS BEYOND
COMPREHENSION"

LIMITATION in the US of war-time
aircraft is urged in the report of the
National Advisory Committee for Aero-
nautics, to be submitted to Congress
through President Coolidge. This report
predicts the use of gas, disease germs,
and powerful explosives indiscriminately
against cities, through scien-

are relying on other eco-labels with
narrow scope such as BEE's star-rat-
ing, chasing arrows, organic certifica-
tion and informal notation on pack-
aging such as *Recyclable”. The latter
are often not r‘dmhle which discour-

Ecomark has the potential to become
a unified, transparent label for
enabling consumers to make impact-
ful, informed decisions for a sustain-
able planet.

ages green

Recently, the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change
(MOEFCC) has notified Ecomark Rules

e . at
professor and a student at the Jincat Schaol of
op

University, Haryana, india.

The strange use of jawbones

n the wealthiest museum of the

world, Getty, there is a remark-

able work by the Dutch painter,

Salomon de Bray, of Samson the
strongman, holding the jawbone of an
ass with which he supposedly killed a
thousand Philistines. This is the story
of how the philistines are killing us
now, without many of us even notic-
ingit.

‘Jawboning' has now become a
verb, meaning talking or persuading
in order to gain an advantage.
Strangely, it has evolved to mean
something sinister. It means wrongly
using official power to influence pri-
vate action. Most clearly, when an
authority forces the press to follow the
official line. Or to keep a discreet
silence when it should speak out.

We all cry hoarse about democ-
racy but how we practice it varies
wildly. Every country has elections to
anoint the leaders; every country has
a parliament (in the US, it has the
erotic name of Congress) to make
laws; and every country has courts to
make sure the laws are obeyed by
everyone.

How then Navalny, a law-abiding
patriot, can be jailed the moment he
enters Russia and kept jailed and
eventually killed without a fair trial?
How come Erdogan, a supposedly
progressive leader of Turkey and a
NATO stalwart, can purge the military
and civil service of all but yes-men?
Why do hundreds rot in prisons in
Hungary, Belarus and India for the
flimsiest charge of ‘anti-state” activity?

lllustration by : Debabrata Chakrabarty

Should the interned consider them-
selves lucky that their houses have not
been bulldozed, as in India, making
their families homeless, or they are
not summarily shot, as 6000 were in
Duterte's Philippines?

The first step in any campaign to
debauch democracy is the destruction
of the Fourth Estate. The press must
be gagged, because people must not
know that they are being systemati-
cally stripped of their rights. More
important, they must be hoodwinked
into believing that their life is getting

AR

better, their society s being enriched.

a hall and invite people you know.
After all, it is your right to have such
a meeting and it is your duty to raise
other people's awareness. To your
surprise, you find that most halls are
not available to you. Most owners say
their halls are already booked. One
owner you know well confides that he
has been “advised’ not to

more; otherwise, you would
encounter physical violence aided by
cops. His paper, he said, dare not
report the facts because it is heavily
dependent on government advertise-
ment for revenue.

In the evening news on televi-
sion, the anchor talks of a distur-
bance and explains that the police

you.
Somehow you and your friends
find a small hall in another part of the
city and pay an advance to reserve it.
When you arrive for the meeting with

had to take strong steps to prevent a
‘treacherous’ group I"r‘um starting a
riot. The camera did not seem to
catch any of the stick-wielding goons.
The anchor also interviews later a

your friends, h . you find a
posse of cops guarding the entrance
and telling you to go home. When you
and some of your eager friends refuse
to leave, suddenly appear some goons
with sticks who start attacking your
group. The next day the papers report
on some 'trouble-makers' who creat-
ed an unwelcome ‘disturbance.” They
refer to you, not the goons.

Outraged, you visit the office of a

This is the essence of | g mis-
leading people into thinking that their
interests are being served by surrep-
titious bullying by government offi-
clals. How is this done?

Let us say your government
decides to pass a new law that each
person has to prove his citizenship
with documents, the idea being to
take away the citizenship of some
unwanted members of a minority
group, like the Uighurs in China or
Rohingyas in Myanmar. You don’t
think it is right and want to organize
a protest meeting. You want to book

major paper to ask about the
misreporting. The chief reporter tells
you that the report is fully authenti-
cated by many observers. A junior
reporter, who was in school with your
son, takes you aside and tells you that
the local party boss had come the pre-
vious day and told the editor what the
report should contain. Your son then
tells you that some students in the
university also wanted to protest, but
the police was there to stop the gath-
ering and arrest the student leaders.
The junior reporter came to
advise you not to try for a meeting any

ini who speaks of the vital
importance of the citizenship law
and the urgency of weeding out
‘seditious’ aliens pretending to be
citizens of the land.

Two of your friends who had
joined you for the meeting came to
tell you that both of their bosses called
them and counseled them against
participating in 'extremist’ political
gatherings. If reflected badly, they
said, on the company’s reputation.

You realized that your idea of
raising awareness on a national issue
was considered anti-national and
anything else you try - such as
explaining your point of view - would
have serious consequences. There is
the government and there are the gov-
ernment officials. But they are not on
your side. Rather, you need to be on
their side. You have been jawboned.

(The writer Is 3 Us-based in!
development advisor and had warked with
the Worki Bank. He can be reached at
mnandy@gmail com
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tific progress in the art of destruction.
Any future war, says the report, will be
mostly in the air, and the methods
employed will be atrocious and terrible
beyond comprehension,

The report points particulardy to the
possibility of spreading pestilence
through cities and argues that a nation
with its back to the wall cannot be
expected to forgo desperate means.

MENACING EPIDEMIC

DEADLY NEW DISEASE IN
THE EAST

ATOTALLY, new disease which kills
in six cases out of ten, and in a very few
days, has broken out as an epidemic in
Japan and doctors fear that it is spreading
throughout the East.

It was at first mistakenly diagnosed
as acute meningitis and later as “sleepy
sickness.”

Many deaths have been reported to
the Health Organisation of the League of
Nations by the Tokyo Government.

The most remarkable facts about this
new disease are its very high fatality rate,
the suddenness of the attack and the
rapidity with which it develops, death tak-
ing place within five to ten days. Most of
the persons affected were over 50 years
of age.

TIGER SHIKAR

LARGEST EVER SHOT IN
KUMSI JUNGLES

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

COLONEL J. COAT Agent of the
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, and Mr.
A. Khan, Agent of the Mysore Railways at
Shimoga, have shot two tigers in the
Kumsi jungles during the last few days,
one of which has been identified as that
which mauled the late Rev. E. O. Jervis.
A missing claw had previously been
found in the jungle, and this tiger also
bore an old wound. It is said to be the
largest ever shot there. The District Mag-
istrate of Shimoga has raised the Govern-
ment reward of Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 for the
destruction of the man-eater still doing
damage in the Kudergere taluk of that
district.

The Hon, Mr. Barton and Mrs. Bar-
ton, with Mr. A. N. L. Cater, his secretary
and Major Allen of the Brigade Staff and
Mrs. Allen has gone to a shikar camp not
far from this district, and a tiger shoot
has been arranged for them.

"GOODBYE" TO OFFICE

LORD DERBY DECLINES
THE CABINET

LORD Derby, presiding at the Lan-
cashire Division of the National Union
of Conservative and Unionist Associa-
tions at Manchester, said "Some of my
friends tell me that, had it not been for
my express wish, Mr. Baldwin would
have asked me to join his Cabinet.
(Cheers.) [ want to tell you, therefore,
why it was my wish that | should not go
to the Cabinet, for the fear, it may be
thought that | have any feeling of resent-
ment, or that there is any lack of loyalty
in me towards the Premier. 1 shall
endeavour to the best of my ability to
assist the Government with whole-heart-
ed loyalty, saying 'goodbye’ probably for-
ever to office, with no feeling of resent-
ment and no feeling of regret.”




Glory of Womanhood

Sarada was not known beyond a small circle of her close associates during her
husband'’s lifetime. No male follower of her husband saw her face. She was self-
effacing and shy. Moreover, the stringent social norms for a married Brahmin
woman did not permit her to mix with others outside her caste. She did not
have the minimum access to formal education because of the restrictions in
force against women’s education then, particularly in rural areas. In this way,
she virtually lived an incarcerated life
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Getting ready

India's defence sector is undergoing a pivotal trans-
formation with the Ministry of Defence launching a
detailed review of tri-service procurement priorities.
This initiative, driven by an urgent need to address capa-
bility gaps across the Army, Navy, and Air Force, reflects
a strategic shift from piecemeal solutions to a more holis-
tic, problem-solving approach. The Indian Air qu‘ oper-
ating with just 31 squad: against a s i
of 42, epitomises the urgency. lts fighter fleet faces acute
shortages, exacerbated by delays in delivering indigenous
latforms like the Tejas MKIA and the stalled Multi-Role
ighter Ain;rafl [M A) programme. These delays hinder
and India'’s ability to
counter emerging threats. bnmllarly the Navy’s critical
needs - submarines, helicopters, and an additional aircraft
carrier - remain unmet, while the Army grapples with the
need to modernise tanks, drones, and munitions. Despite
the presence of established mechanisms like the Defence
Acquisition Council and Defence Acquisition Procedure,
procurement processes often stall duc m pmccdurul com-
glexillva and lack of ali kel
ecognising this, the Mmfs(ry has mlllnlcd a tunsuliallvc
exercise involving service chiefs, the Defence Research
and Development Organisation, and other key officials.
This step underscores the need for a solutions-driven
mind-set that prioritises outcomes over bureaucracy. The
hall of addressing | 1 ional

ri Ramakrishna commis-
sioned his spouse Sri Sara-
da Devi to carry his spiri-
tual legacy forward. He
was the prophet of the new age.
He first realized and then offered
a religion suited to the modern
world. Sarada witnessed inti-
mately what that religion was
and how he gave it by examples
at every movement of his life.
Likewise, Ramakrishna, too,
thoroughly scanned her to find
out how pure and powerful she
was under the guise of an unas-
suming ordinary woman and
how surely capable of bearing
the brunt he wished to lay on
her. They knew each other like
the palms of their hands. There-

"“‘f" while e ¥ 3 T€- | fore, there was a clear understa-

adds another layer of complexity. The push for self> | heifor sesmmacinility s s

reliance under initiatives like “Make in India” is laudable, | The Light towards Peace.

yet dr:l.nys Ln dr:livuy timelines and quallty comml remain Hmcg, [hgy peculiarly de-
A balanced ap emed equal. It was

global pannerships for critical Lapabxhliu while s s.lr- notably more peculiar to Sara-

defence - is
India’s defence modernisation also suffers from the shad-
ow of past controversies. Political disputes over procure-
ment decisions have dclcrn:d omcials lmm taking bold
steps, nﬂcn di g this cycle
-r----- s from political
interference and fusicring a culture of accountability.
Looking forward, a few key steps can ensure the success
of this initiative. First, prioritisation must be clear and
aligned with strategic goals, focusing on critical capabi-
lities like fighter jets, submarines, and drones. S -cund?.
enforcing accountability through technology-driven
ing systems can reduce delays. Thirdly, enhancing trans-
parency in decision-making, while protecting sensitive
details, can rebuild trust in the procurement process.
India's security environment demands a military that is
agile, well-equipped, and fut dy. The current review
process is an opportunity to address systemic inefficien-
cies and set a roadmap for sustainable modernisation.
With focused leadership and collaborative efforts, this
exercise could redefine India's defenc strat-

da's conduct to have accepted
this as correct, being a woman
of such a period when a married
woman would have imagined it
a blasphemy to consider herself
of the same status as her hus-
band. To be able to comprehend
the true significance and import
of the nuances of her husband's
spiritual practices and accom-
plishments spoke of another of
Sarada’s astonishing peculiari-
ties that established her absol-
ute right to become his spiritual
consort to do his work without
any hesitation or dithering.
Sarada’s amazing rise from
a disciple and wife of Ramakr-
ishna to his spiritual height did-
n’t happen by any slip-shod
means. It happened in conse-
quence of her silent, serene, sus-
tained prayers and austerities in

egy, ensuring that the armed forces are not only prepared
for present challenges but also for the evolving threats of
the future. The time to act decisively is now. By addressing
ca ability gaps, expediting procurement, and fostering
f-reliance, India can build a robust ecosystem that safe-
guards its smcmignly and advances its slralcgic as-
irations. In an increasingly hostile neighbourhood, this
an imperative.

Touching the Sun

he Sun, the fiery heart of our solar system, has fas-
cinated humanity for centuries. Despite the progress
of modern science, many of its secrets remain locked
away, particularly the mysteries of its outer atmosphere,
the corona. NASA’s Parker Solar Probe’s record-breaking
journey to within 3.8 million miles of the Sun marks a
monumcnlal step luward unravvllmg these enigmas,
! g both and the endur-
ing human drive to explore the unknown. One of the mis-
sion’s most intriguing aspects is its focus on the corona,
ion hotter than the Sun's surface itself. While the
Sun's surface temperature is about 6,000°C, the corona
can reach millions of degrees. This counterintuitive phe-
nomenon, where a region farther from the Sun's core is
exponentially hotter, has perplexed scientists for decades.
The Parker Solar Probe’s unprecedented proximity to the
Sun uﬂcrs the possibility ol' gathering data that may finally
The ion also secks to decode thc
mechanics of the solar wind, the continuous stream of
charged particles emitted from the corona. These particles
shapc the space weather that directly impacts Earth. From
ling auroras to di in power grids am.l satellite
communications, the solar wind's influence is i

the seclusi
heart and mind flowed inces-
santly in quiet

-1 R

means dogmatic or exclusive.
With her elevated common
sense she internalized every-
thing for which Ramakrishna
lived. “Therefore, today, she is a
model for householders and
world renouncing monks.”
Sarada covertly grew to be
modern in thought and percep-
tion in spite of her traditional
demeanour of extreme simplic-
ity. She wore no slippers or stit-
ched clothes and slept on a mat
on the floor. She woke up much
before sunrise and sat in medi-
tation, after finish-
ing her bath. The
whole day she did
back-breaking lab-
our by serving her
husband and co-
oking for his gues-
ts, who came with-
out notice until
late at night. None
other than two or

S

suited to the present age. She
said she was ‘mother of all’,
whether saint or sinner. She gra-
cefully gave mantras to sanya-
sins, and sanyasa to brahma-
charins. Her motherhood knew
no distinctions, It was her forte
where she did not brook the slig-
htest encroachment, not even
her husband’s.

Above all, Sarada took the
reins of the Ramakrishna Order
in her hand. She didn't even al-
low Swamiji to do things which
she thought were incorrect.
Everyone in the
Order was at her
beck and call. Each
was under her pro-
tective care. Ben-
ign sc some-
times issued from
her for correction,
but not a single
word of condem-
nation ever. Hers

steadily to trances, away from
public gaze, which endowed her
with a celestial Peace. "Instead
of luxuriating in the enjoyment
of inner peace, (she) worked till
the last moment of her life to
transmit that peace to others.”
She also gave the secret of hav-
ing peace to us. She said: "If you
want peace, do not find fault
with others. Rather see your
own faults. Learn to make the
world your own. No one is a
stranger, my child; the whole
world is your own."” She palpa-
bly demonstrated this secret at

every moment in her life.
Sarada was not known bey-
ond a small circle of her close
during her husband's

them quietly. She
was never unhap-
y about that hard
ife. She said her heart was al-
ways full of joy like a pitcher full
of water.
Her h

three widows who was a voice of rea-
of the Purdah. Her  guarded her from son and righteous-
new ness, difficult to

how she ignore.

On the other
hand, her dealings
with people and
society were unprecedented for
any woman during that period
of Indian history. She was overt-
Y- dami

her and let her realize that she
was Divine Mother, as a result
of which she consciously acted
as the mother of the universe.
Her husband saw Kali in her,
and she also saw Kali in him.
Both were in that way confirmed
of their Divine non-difference.
Sarada affirm worship-
plnﬁihelielf. placing her photo
le Ramakrishna's on an al-

tar. To al few of her splrlluuliy

i she

mature d

lifetime. No male follower of her
husband saw her face. She was
self-effacing and shy.

Maoreover, the stringent
social norms for a married Brah-
min woman did not permit her
to mix with others outside her
caste, She did not have the min-
imum access to formal educa-
tion because of the restrictions
in force against women's educa-
tion then, particularly in rural
areas. In this way, she virtually
lived an incarcerated life.

But then, she was too sharp
and ive, because of which

Understanding its origin and behaviour is not just a matter
of scientific curiosity but of practical necessity for a world
increasingly reliant on technology. The success of the
probeisa to human ing Enduring tem-
peratures nearing 1,800°F (980°C) and radiation levels that
would incapacitate most electronics, the spacecraft relied
on an advanced heat shield and innovative design to sur-
vive. Moreover, its record-breaking spmd of 430, 000 mph
underscores the i | forces it 2
This achievement hlghllghls the precision and resilience
uf modern engineering. chond (he technical feats, the
ion serves as a i e of basic
scientific inquiry. As we l'or:us on addmssing immediate
challenges on Earth, such as climate change and resource
scarcity, missions like the Pﬂrlu.-r bolar Prubc underscore
the value of long-term ding the
Sun's dynamics is vital for fx)ruasllng and mlugaling
spau- weather Lﬁcus, which havc the polcnual to impact
ou d world signifi e Parker Solar
Prube n.prescnls more than ]u.sl aleapin sulax science; it
g curiosity and capacity
for innovation. By Vtmur{ng into the Sun’s outer atmos-
phere, it is not only bringing us closer to
our star but also paving the way for future cxplumunns
of extreme environments. In an era where science often
battles for recognition amid other global priorities, the
probe’s success is a shining example of why investing in
exploration matters. It is a bold reminder that our quest
to understand the cosmos is as much about answering
fundamental questions as it is about preparing for a sus-
tainable future on Earth.

o
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she easily learnt by hearing and
watching her hushand who
taught her every detail of house-
hold work and how to still remi-
an detached from it, attaching
the mind to God relentlessly.
She found her husband by no

(S LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Air strikes

SIR, This refers to today’s report
“Pakistani airstrikes killed 46 peo-
ple in eastern Afghanistan, says
Taliban,"” in The Statesman. Pak-
istan, notorious for sponsoring
cross-border terrorism, is itself
feeling the terror heat and mak-
ing desperate moves. Pakistan's
airstrikes have killed around 50

her divine aspect. These novel-

ties evidently made her modern
amidst the traditional saints. So,
their lives and works were rec-
ognized as Divine Plays, which
were seen as directly proportio-
nal to and complimentary with
one another.

It was only when her hus-
band passed away that she step-
ped out in public. Earlier, no
one had even seen her photo-
graph. Now she freely visited
places and took it upon herself
to discharge the duty her hus-
band had allotted her. She initi-
ated both men and women from
all castes as well as from other
races with no reservations. She
‘deepened’ the faith of her dis-
ciples in Ramakrishna's teach-
ing of the validity of all religions
for realizing God, as the one

I differ-
ences, dearly treating men and
women of other communities as
her own children.

She was feeding them and
sometimes eating with them as
well in her house without the
fear of being ostracized. She
went to the extent of letting for-
eign ladies stay with her, for
which she was even ready to
part with the company of
upper-caste close devotes
who disliked it. She strongly
advocated girl's education
despite the opp: of bi;

practice effectively, which was a
clear illustration of practical
Vedanta. Her followers are now
forming to work
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Warnings on
South Korea's
plunging
potential growth

outh Korea's political landscape
has plunged into one of its worst
crises in years following the sit-
ting president’s sudden declara-
tion of martial law and attempt to inca-
pacitate the National Assembly. His
eﬂons have all failed, resulting in hxs

in her fashion, emulating the
Vedantic religion and philoso-
phy she reflected in her day-to-
day behaviour and activity in the
simplest terms.

For instance, there is an
organization in Coventry, Eng-
land called 'Sarada Vedanta
Society’ where people are being
educated giving primacy to her
life and teachings. As its name
indicates, so also its shrine,
where her photograph is placed
in the middle, instead of Ra-
makrishna's, shifting from tra-
dition.

The appeal of Sarada Devi
increased by and by. She was at
last out of her husband’s shad-
ow. People of all walks of life
thronged for her blessings and
guidance. She became leg-
endary for her divine character,
love and affection. Even after
almost 125 years of her depar-
ture, the intensity of her attrac-
tion remains sky high. It was
observed that a conspicuous
awakening was occurring
among women everywhere with
her advent.

Marking this, Swami Vive-
kananda's brother disciple and
the second president of the
Ramakrishna Order, Swami
Shivananda said: “Holy Mother
(Sarada Devi) assumed a
human body to awaken the
womanhood of the entire world.
Don't you see, since her advent,
what an amazing awakening
has set in among the women of
the world? They are now
resolved to build up their lives
gracefully and advance in all
directions. A very surprising
renaissance is swaying women
in the fields of spirituality, peli-
tics, science, literature, etc. And
more will come. This is the play
of the Divine Power. Ordinary
mortals cannot understand this
mystery.”

Swamiji believed Sarada
Devi was born to revive the glory
of womanhood. He said “mak-
ing her nucleus, once more will
Gargis and Maitreyis be born
into the world". He planned to
start an organization for this
purpose, in which she would be
‘the central figure’. Keenly stu-
dying her personality, Sister
Nivedita wrote: “In her, one sees
realized that wisdom and sweet-
ness to which the simplest of
women may attain. And yet, to
myself the stateliness of her
courtesy and great open mind
are almost as wonderful as her

inthood. I have never known

ed conservative Hindus.
opened a primary school in her
village where no provision of
education for poor children was
available.

She dug a tube-well there
for clean drinking water, after
observing people drinking con-
taminated pond water. For irri-
gation purposes, she sought
Government help to dig a canal
from the nearest rivulet.

For 34 years she, thus, con-
tinuously worked for the tempo-
ral and spiritual welfare of
mankind with a pragmatic, pro-
gressive and modemn outlook,
fulfilling her husband's expecta-
tion from her.

She set a perfect example of
how to translate his teachings in

editor@thestatesman. com

her hesitate, in giving utterance
to large and generous judge-
ment, however new or complex
might be the question put
before her.”

Anyone can see the far re-
aching and magnifying impact
of her life (22 December 1853
20 Junel920) of 67 years in
modern times. Today, she is
dear to everyone who knows
about her. Her sublime matri-
archal influence is transforming
countless minds, cutting across
castes, i

y the i any
llkely removal fmm power before lhe
natural end of his term.

The severe political deadlock has
pushed the country's economy,
already under pressure from various
domestic and external challenges,
deeper into a tailspin. Economic play-
ers ranging from the government and
corporations to households and
investors find themselves with little
choice but to stand still.

This politics-induced economic
crisis Is set to persist for several mon-
ths, regardless of whether the Consti-
tutional Court upholds or rejects par-
liament’s impeachment motion agai-
nst the preslzrem within 180 days. This
crisis comes at a particularly bad time,
as the external conditions facing South
Korea's trade-reliant economy are
becoming increasingly unfavorable.

Meanwhile, China South Korea's
closest trade and business partner is
facing increasingly restrictive trade
policies from the incoming US admin-
istration, even as it continues to strug-
gle with its long-standing, homegrown
economic challenges, such as falling

I The Korea Herald

productivity and increased debt.

the governor of the Bank of Korea
warned last week that this year's eco-
nomic growth would likely fall short of
its revised projection of 2.2 percent,
which was adjusted down from an ear-
lier forecast of 2.4 percent just weeks
ago. Gov. Rhee Chang-yong also cau-
tioned during his parliamentary testi-
maony that downside risks threaten the
latest growth projection for 2025, set
at 1.9 percent. He urged the govern-
ment and parliament to consider draft-
ing a supplementary budget bill for
next year to support the economy and
pledged to adjust the timing of the next
interest rate cut accordingly.

Itis encoumg!ng that South Kore-
an economic policymakers are calling
for and committing to all-out efforts to
minimize the adverse effects of the
political deadlock and deteriorating
external conditions before Asia’s
fourth-largest economy risks slipping
into an unrecoverable abyss.

However, a report by the Bank of
Korea, also released last week, sounded
an even graver alarm by highlighting
that it is no longer time to focus solely
on short-term growth. Titled "Our
Economy's Potential Growth Rate and
Future Projection,” the report warned
that South Korea's potential growth
rate is falling rapidly and is projected
to drop below 1 percent within the
next two decades.

The potential growth rate of an
economy refers to the speed at which
a country's economy can grow over
time while using its resources such as
workers, technology and capital effi-
clently and sustainably. It shows how
much the economy could expand in a
sustainable manner without causing
problems like high inflation.

South Korea's potential growth
rate was estimated as high as around
5 percent in the early 2000s, but has
since dropped to just above 3 percent
a decade later. It is now projected to
fall further to around 2 percent by the
middle of the current decade.

It is widely understood that an
y's growth rate tends to

and the fallen. She said: "I am
the mother of the wicked, as |
am the mother of the virtuous.
Never fear. Whenever you are in
distress, just say to yourself, 'l
have a mother."”

decline as it matures. Moreover, South
Korea's economically active popula-
tion those aged 15 to 64 has
shrinking since the late 2010s, which
means economic output will inevitably
expand more slowly than before.

people, mostly women and chil-
dren, in eastern Afghanistan, a
couple of days after its security
forces gunned down 11 suspected
terrorists in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

The airstrikes have exposed
Pakistan’s duplicity. They were
carried out hours after its special
representative for Afghanistan

hbaz Sharif government’s public
image. Another trigger could be
the growing closeness between
the Taliban and the Indian gov-
ermnment that has dearly annoyed

m.Ttn(‘Anull(hmmznudthmmup
shift in the

marks a

Pakistan. In any case, Islamabad
needs to brace itself for a flerce
retaliation not only from the Tal-
iban but also from the TTP, India,
avictim of terrorism for decades,

the no—dmmﬂo:‘m“cy in the schools it

must keep a close eye on the
developments.

Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy,

Bengaluru, 26 December.

erns
kmdmm s

visited Kabul to discuss ways to
improve ties. It is apparent that
Islamabad is paying lip service to

essary, be

lving the dispute
diplomatic means.
This strategy can have dan-

hrough the imp)

gerous consequences for the gaps in the basic literacy
region, with the Afghan govern- dlrdsexpecmdnllhandnu necessi
ment warning that it would not ds i and

the
has, over the academic sessions, faced criticism for diluti
:g students and educators uﬁfd Year after

of Central schools in classes V and VIII who fail their exams will now face

held back. The shift is geared towards promoting acc:

Around 20 states and UTs have llrudy scrapped the no-detention policy.
of rule under the rly:nn primary education

face re-examinations
mmuhlﬂtymddmelnmlq;

l!nzc»

leave this “cowardly act unan-
swered”. The Balakot-style
airstrikes might be a ploy of the
establishment to rebuild the She-

T e

year, vnﬂmn:mvmlmlr:Eomhnvanl

tate reform. But education reform must strike a balance between
It is not enough to abandon old policies; we must also invest in
a framework that enables every child to thrive. It should not come at the expense of a child’s self-
esteem or access to education.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 25 December.
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aradigm shift without shocks

Manmohan Singh'’s reforms combined growth with equity,
took care of needs of vulnerable groups

C RANGARAJAN

DR MANMOHAN SINGH will go down in
history as one of the ablest prime ministers
of the country. As Finance Minister in the
Narasimha Rao cabinet, he brought about
fundamental changes in the Indian econ-
omy. The changes he introduced were rev-
olutionary by any yardstick. They required
vision and courage, and he had these qual-
ities in abundance. As Prime Minister, he
showed the same vision and courage and
made India an important voice in the world.

My association with Dr Singh goes back
to the late 1960s when we were both in
New York — he in the United Nations and [
at New York University. Later in the mid-
1980s, when he was governor of the
Reserve Bank of India, | was the Deputy
Governor. At the time of the economic cri-
sis of the 1990s, which precipitated the in-
troduction of the reforms, 1 was the RBI gov-
ernor. We worked closely and had frank
exchanges of views.

People are aware of the three major
breaks we made in the economic paradigm
inthe early 1990s, The first was the disman-
tling of the wide network controls, licenses
and permits that dominated the system.
The second was to redefine the role of the
state in the economy and the third was to
give up the “import substitution™ policy and
be a part of the world trading system. It
showed that India was willing to compete.

In the area of finance, we carried
through changes which reflected the basic
shift in economic philosophy. We reori-
mn:d the relationship between the RBl and
the When! ndi
the system of issuing ad hoc treasury bllls
which had the effect of automatically mon-
etising the fiscal deficit, he readily agreed
to do so because he concurred with the ba-
sic logic of the idea. One of the basic ele-
ments of the reform process was to intro-
duce greater competition. We applied that
principle to the banking system by allow-
ing new banks to be set up by the private
sector and also by reducing the share of gov-
emment from 100 per cent to 51 per cent
in public sector banks.

The foreign exchange market under-
went a big change. By 1993, India moved to
a market-determined exchange rate sys-
tem. We managed the system in such a way
that there were no shocks. Manmohan
Singh's strengths are not only in ideas but
also inimplementation.

Fiscal reforms were an integral part of
the early reforms because they had an im-
pact on restoring stability in the economy.
A major part of the fiscal correction was to
contain the fiscal deficit. In fact, it was the
growing fiscal deficit in the 1980s that led
to the crisis of 1990. Trade policy reforms
which tried to bring down import duties
made the task difficult. A balancing act had
to be performed. Tax reforms, which meant
lowering rates and widening the tax base,
had to be undertaken with care. The concept
of reducing fiscal deficit tooka more formal
shape under the Fiscal Responsibility and

Budget Mana; tAct.

The reforms undertaken in the early
1990s had a big impact when Manmohan
Singh became prime minister. Between
2005-06 and 2007-08, India's real growth
was in excess of 9 per cent, a remarkable

After 2011-12, th hd
clined but that was partly cyclical.

In the early part of his career in the gov-
ernment, Dr Singh was a believer in plan-
ning and the importance of the role of the
state. However, even at that time, he was a
strong advocate of export promotion. He did
change his views. That is why we call the re-
forms a paradigm shift. In the final analysis,
what is important is benefit to the country.
Hi did not! y
hls concern for the vulnerable groups. The
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme is
one good example of how he tried to take
care of the deprived. The National Food
Security Act was another example. Given the

The Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme is one
good example of how he tried
to take care of the deprived.
The National Food Security
Act was another example.
Given the production and
procurement capabilities, he
asked the Committee that he
set up under my
chairmanship to formulatea
scheme of entitlements to the
vulnerable. We modified the

scheme

production and procurement ¢
he asked the Committee that he set up un-
der my chairmanship to formulate a scheme
of entitiements for the vulnerable. We mod-
ified the scheme suggested by the National
Advisory Council but kept in greater part the

I i by the
National Advisory Council
but kept in greater part the
spirit of

the recommendations.

CR Sasikumar

spirit of the recommendations. There is a
mistaken impression that reforms ignored
equity considerations, That is not correct. Dr
Singh always regarded growth and equity
as the two legs with which a nation must
walk. In the execution of certain types of
projects like roads, he also thought interms
of public-private participation.

When we look back at his life, several
facets strike us asimpressive. He was intel-
lectually firm and a man of ideas. He was
also aman of implementation. These qual-
ities were to the fore when he guided the
country through difficult times. Of course,
no description of Manmohan Singh is com-
plete without reference to his humility, He
was courteous to the extreme.

Today, there is talk about India becom-
ing a developed country by 2047. Perhaps
that is possible. Manmohan Singh laid the
foundation for this. Had he not altered the
direction of the Indian economy in 1991,
India would not have been on the road to
becoming a developed nation.

The writer is former Chairman, Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council and
Jformer Governor, Reserve Bank of India

JANAKI NAIR

Small triumphs, larger lessons

Eggs on aKarnataka event’s menu is step towards accepting plurality of cultures

THE MEATATARIANS OF Mandya scored a
small victory on Sunday, December 22, the
last day of the 87th Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana. More than a lakh people who
last day's

token conc
clamour for meat to be served on all days of
the three-day annual event. The demand
came from many groups who claimed that
meat-eating, particularly in thc Vakkahga
heartland of Mandya, isa

Atthattime, lhc mathadishas cited data prow-
ing that a large proportion of children are not
accustomed to eggs. and preferred to serve
bananas, or peanut chikkisinschools. Asa 16
to 17 per cent sizable minority of the
Kamataka population, the Lingayats, com-
bined with Brahmins and Jains, chose to op-
posethe (ironically, BJP) government scheme,
despite all evidence pointing to the urgency
of the stunting and wasting index of

and practice that had long been denied an
equal place in what is arguably one ol
Kamn,

the ndistric this nu-

tritional change. Tamil Nadu has successfully

Even Kannada literature thal focuses on or
talks about meat, some progressive groups
claimed, was a taboo subject in previous
sammelanas. On Saturday night, defiant
meatatarians, who sported badges about the
“historic” step towards equality between
themselves and vegetarians, brought
“baadootta” — “maamsahaari" food includ-
ing home-cooked egg and chicken biryani
and ulhcrmcal dishes for distribution at the
500 icipant:

Ahard-boiled meatatarian would justifi-
ably question the egg as a substitute for the
real thing. But even such a pyrrhic victory may
be a giant symbolic step forward. The math-

toturn status
around since 1989, and as studies have
shown, BJP-ruled states have increasingly re-
sisted this nutritional innovation.
Itisanother matter that better sense has
prevailed, and with the additional support
of the Azim Premji Foundations, eggs are
now provided to all government and aided
schools throughout the week. But well-en-
trenched prejudices continue, evenas all ev-
idence points to increasing meat consump-
tion across the country, covering, as K S
Singh's Peoples of India project had it, about
83 per cent of the population. Of course, in
India that is Bharat, this varies, from those
who eat meat only on Sundays, or all days
except Tuesdays, or outside the home, but

em Kamataka had in 2021

strong
aspart

notinside, icken, orwhen
cooked by a family member or just when

they drink. Karnataka even boasts of a self-
confessed “chicken-eating Brahmin"(Gundu
Rao). All these caveats would prove a
headache to colour code on a map.

But the protesters were not merely
c hey were
deep-seated value attached to vegetarian-
ism, that puts the “shameful” meatona seg-
regated counter, and sees meat eaters as un-
clean, if not criminal. Onky in Kerala have |

and our young need to be urgently taught
this distinction.

Even 75 years after Independence, and
long after India has conquered food scarcity,
tracesof the civilisational anxiety about eat-

VEWWINUIANEAFRESS LUM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“When Mr [Narendra] Modi looked like [he was| winning the 2014 general
elections, Dr [Manmohan| Singh openly warned that such an outcome would be
disastrous for India. In his death, Pakistan has lost a partner for peace, and the

world a true statesman*

~DAWN, PAKISTAN

India’s last
true Nehruvian

To the outside world, Manmohan Singh
was India’s wisest sage. In his living room,
he had a greater desire to learn than lecture

PRAVEEN C ll/\}\l(z\V:\RTY

INSPIRED BY JAWAHARLAL Nehru's call for
buildi i

of the sagacity of Manmohan Singh.
When | went to wish him on his 90th
birthday in September 2022, he was more
interested in discussing the then UK Prime
Minister Liz Truss’s controversial budget
than cutting a cake or greeting visitors that
‘were streaming in to wish him. While heac-
knowledged the technical mishandling of
her bucdget, he was also sympathetic to the
fact that Truss only did what she promised
to her supporters. chpmgmc 'sword in

public life tohim

into public service and for seven decades,
embodied, shaped and directed the
Nehruvian ideaof Indiaasa plural, peaceful,
institutionalist sovereign republic. India’s

evenifit ’ downfall He talked
about having a resignation letter handy in
his pocket all the time which he could use,
should he be forced to compromise on his
core principles. He emphasised being de-

last true blue Nehruvian has passed. tac and attac purp
Thomas Carlyle's thatthe Counter- uch a “tapasvian” and
history of the world is the biographies of  virtue-laden approach to power may have
Butitisin- i heigh b
thec Yy lic office. Credit isducmSoniaCandhi for
history of India is the of  usingthe power tochoose
Manmohan Singh. But he was steadfastin -~ Manmohan Singh and shine a light on his

his refusal to write his biography or autho- pohlnn!wmmandprmplcs

rise others to write one. “It's not for me to
judge myself for the world” he would say
with his characteristic modesty.
Nevertheless, many history books will be

politic
medlum to make a meaningful impact,
however treacherous and harsh it may be.
Navigating the brutal tervains of politics, rid-
dled with jealousy, insecurity and deceit

of modem India's “inch h™devel-  while
opment paradigm. But the most befitting hmhﬂ-‘ 'ﬁal—
legacyofManmohan Singh,ashemayhave  lenge ional life. Hi
pn:fcm'd will be to inspire youth to pursue apﬁoad: d “picking lhc right battles” and
publiclife 's him steer
next of for m; d £E ViCtorious.
virtues of integrity, sincerity and honesty. Above all else, he was foremost an un-
Any tribute inghwould ~ flinching He adored
biy list his | arrayof  his country and nothing mattered to h:m
dtheof- more

ﬁccs he occupied from Chief Economic
Advisor to the Prime Minister of India. But
the larger and more story of

‘was acutely concerned in his last months
over the volatile political situations and de-

his life is about how it is possible to uphold
the highest principles and still succeed in
public life. At a time when the pursuit of
power has supplanted all decency and
decorum in public life, wtu-n showman-

with every coun-
try inIndia’s neighbourhood and its impact
i urity. When thi

requested him for an interview on the day
prior to the G20 summit in September 2023,
he was reluctant, out of concern of being

ship trumped
Singh showed that virtues of sincerity,
honesty, loyalty and ideological commit-
ment can succeed enormously.

Since 2019, I called on hm nearly every

that could even remotely
harm the nation's interests and agreed to it
onlyafteran assurance that it would only be
to outline his vision for India in the world.
Suﬂ\ ‘was his commitment to the nation’s

month, and our typic conver-
sation would encompass a wide range of
subjects — the state of Indian politics, in-
ternal affairs of the Congress party, intri-
cate government policy details, global de-
velopments, reminiscences of his past
from Cambridge to North Block, our cur-
rent readings, and technical economic
trends of Modern Monetary Theory. Tothe
outside world, he was a global statesman
and the wisest sage in India. Inside his liv-
ing room, he was curious like a child, with
agreater desire to learn than lecture, to be
informed than to inform. [ last met him
few weeks before the US presi lec-

in the twilight of his years.
He was a deep-rooted institutionalist.

During the Covid-19 argued

that the government should spend what-

ever it takes to ensure that people don't slip

into poverty but not force the Reserve Bank

of Indiato monetise the deficit (print money)
d itsi |

y

lieved that institutional integrity is the

of our republic and that attackson

the independence of institutions are attacks
onthe nation itself,

munrqiarysrmmmlhcmrmn and im-

le. He is per-

tions. He mused about how the lopsided
gainsof global free trade —one he had fer-
vently advocated for — have fundamen-
tally impacted the political landscape in
nations from Argentina and Germany to
the United States. He had a Keynesian ap-
proach to letting new facts change his old
opinions about theories, issues and peo-
ple. This is perhaps the greatest hallmark

haps the only Indun leader after thm to
respect.

and awe from all over the world. The last
i have died. But
wiant our nat

Nchmvu.n ideals to die.

of

The writer is chainman, the All india
Professionals’ Congress

CROSSING A LINE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Babu as
neta’ (IE, December 27). The actions of
Delhi's senior bureaucrats who issued
notices labelling AAP's campaign prom-

LETrERs TO THE EDIT()R

His IDEA OF INDIA

THISREFERSTO the report, ‘Farewell, Dr
Singh' (I, December 29). Dr Manmohan
Singh made unparalieled contributions
to the lndun economy and helped lay

question overstepped their authority,
particularly since the Model Code of

ises deserve growth and prosper-
Bureaucrats should not involve them-  ity. He was had a great deal of humility
selves in political matters unless consti-  and integrity. Thcpnmp!csui l:qually
tutionally required. The in  and would

place no individual above the common
citizen Unfortunately, controversy and

ing remain. “Ootaayithaa/Have you eaten?” Conduct has not yet acrimony g his demise have

is the standard greeting in Karnataka. As The e yis as simi- his i We

some accounts have it, the Chinese too laracti must focus on transcending partisan

opened their conversations with this query, challenged Actingunderinfluencecould  agendas and reflect on upholding hisval-

but, after the 1949, India's insti ues and imbibing his vision to build an
against the severe priva- Ananya Andl New Defld  inclusive and developed India.

seen a sign that “pure
tarian” food; even here, thcncga(wcmlmo-
tation of "non” was hard to jettison.

The attachment of purity to food items,

ing the

tonsof riy po: y decades,

it has faded from everyday use. This is not

ol sonal shift b Ik
ly

their or has segued
into subtly branding products of everyday
umovnnfycasctcnmwtwmdscwwld

a linguistic one.
So it may be no coincidence that this
small victary has happened at the Kannada

" become the

o(amcrrsambarmasalﬁWlmclscwwld

SahityaS: Apart
aromaof“meat” more. mptabk it sumgy

“Sankethi" suggest a reliabl
of snacks? And of course, the wlloqmal
“bhattaru” for cook also implies a
Brahminical monopoly of public cooking,
We cannot imagine a similar public bran-
dishing of food cultures from the opposite
end of the caste spectrum. Food preferences
are many and varied: Aravind Malagatti in
i i G

Brahmana, recalls the revulsion he felt when
he firstentered a house that used the “devil's
dung” (asafoetida/hing) in conkmg
But

nothing sh ev-
olution is necessary. Shcddmg the negative
connotations associated with meat eating,
and cultivating toleration — in schools, col-
leges, public events — would go along way in
making the plurality of food cultures accept-
able, a feature of our diversity to be cele-
brated. Perhaps nothing less than a revolu-
tion will ensure this, but meanwhile, the
small triumphs should suffice.

The writer is a Bengaluru-based historian
and was Professor of History at JNU, Delhi

ADIEU, DR SINGH

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, The unfin-
ished task' (IE, December 28). Dr
Manmohan Singh remains one of the
most significant figures in post-
Independence India, Serving as Prime
Minister from 2004 to 2014, Singh is
credited with driving major economic
reforms and opcnmg lndxa upto lhc

KLSharma, Gunygram

A VISIONARY LEADER

THIS REFERS TO the article, The prag-
maticidealist’(IE, Decernber 28 In 1991,
India faced an economic crisis. Itwas dur-
ingthis critical juncture that Manmohan
Singh introduced landmark economic re-
forms that redefined India’s future and
spearheaded policies to liberalise the

This shift from a closed toa

criticism for hns leadership style, Singh
remained committed to his principles.
His tenure as Finance Minister is re-
garded as the foundation of India's eco-
nomic liberalisation. Bold steps like re-
ducing import tariffs were pivotal in
transforming India into a global player.
Khakan Das, Kolkata

market-driven economy not only sta-

bilised the country but alsounleashed its

potential on the global stage. Known for

his integrity and intellectual prowess,

Singh's contributions underscore the

power of

rooted in pragmatism and foresight.

Avineshwar Bhardwaj, Darbhango

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, DECEMBER 30,2024

EXPLAINED
Rising above the Al line

The year 2025 will see recalibration of the actual use cases of Al — many large corporations are expected to cut the scale of deployment, limiting Al to areas
where it has had visible impact. Users will increasingly find that this wondrous new technology is more of a copilot than a replacement for humans

NEW IN
THENEW YEAR

14 E.

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN

LOOKING AT

2025

“2024 HAS been a year of significant ad-
vancements, with Al cementing its role as
the defining technology of the decade. While
many predictions came true, the speed and
depth o( somc changes — espedially in re-

greener tech —
both the promise and challenges of this
transformative year.”

This is how ChatGPT responded when
asked if the tech predictions made in these
columns last year (The Indian Express,
December 29, 2023) had been any good.

Our predictions for 2024 were that
Artificial Intelligence (Al) would become
all-pervasive, with a move toward respon-
sible Al; more Made in India tech products;
greener tech; a more private Intermet; and
virtual reality (VR) adding a virtual layer
over reality.

We got it broadly right This image y OpenAl's chatbot ChatGPT-4o, which was given the text written al d then promp “create an image for this story.”
did overestimate the impact of a cmlm‘lm
waorld, which seems to have been largely put N
off. Also, T by Al agents agents to highlight cri re-  Thread power scales up, questions will be asked on
prevalent, Indnmumhthﬂdmgoﬂiur The adoption of Al agents that can per- irrounds. i though — with help  whether the data models are good or com-
now — even as this technology gainsground  form certain tasks without any guidance, SRR from dodgy content and even more ques-  plex enough for these computers to put to
in other parts of the world. [ i d de- Deathof tionable content moderation. good use. The ‘data wall' with maxed-out
Al has indeed entered lives in abig way  cisions on these tasks, the more Al ke data more accessi- Al this could produce a whole new plat- mmpumg capabilities could start pushing
— and has opened up existential issues for  popularway to adopt Al for i Il bie, i alysi form that would P o5 —even tng-
both the technology and its users, Everyone  as consumer uses, pedatas hough such. m’a pivet to new tragectories of reasoning.
is adopting Al but finding returns on these Itis easy to create Al agents for a variety  board b Isth, ful in the past. alotof localised
heavy investments has not been easy. of use cases, and to train them totake careof  swer specific data questions with visualisa-  platf chia, have died d Al meets hardware

In 2025, there is going to be some recali-
bration of the actual use cases of Al — witha
lot of Iargt mrporalmns expected to cut

limiting it
to areas whcm mc technology has had visi-
ble impact. Companies that have been early

mundm mmlhndonrx need human

though

tions, trend lines, or even predictions based
on their visibility.

the past year or so, having realised that en-
ypmmt induced by Covid-19 pandemic

something needs their As of
December 2024, users have created more
than 3 million custom GPTs on ChatGPT, only
about 5% of which are publicly accessible

‘was not hing they could

P lytics
move to this format by the end of 2025, even
though the costs involved in handling these

sustain when users have ather things to do.
Making matters worse, younger users
f jali social

The first few Al-led hardware products
such as the Humane Al Pin and Rabbit r1
have been disasters, This is where compa-
nies have realised again that being an carly
maover is not always an advantage, especially
when the technology is nascent.

1y
adopters have realised that while thereisno  through the GPT Store. lyti i some time. 1. where closed groups make more Inthe new year, expect anew wave of prod-
future without Al this is not the one answer Soon,alotof workon the Intermet, anapps, At the same time, data itself will have to  sense than lrtb\l!mnboam formats of the wuﬂwu.\!atmurmmdnuyhtﬂw
toall their m:blcms, at Iusl not yel. by po move to formats that support the require-  now archaic P more specific

Forusers, it fear  alised agents although still waiting for ~ mentsof these new tools. As user queries will asmmpl\m:equlwllesdlﬁimltmpm
that this new technology is more of a copi- companies torelease consumer-facingagents  no longer lx' limited by the headersona  Unmatched computing power dict what these devices will be. Some of them
lotthan a replacement. Humanswill needto  that solve specific problems that il will need to be- Alot is happening in the world of com-  could be unveiled at the CES in early January.

wurk antop-of-the-line specialised stuff that

have.One impact of this will bea shift beyond

mmmplﬂammkﬂnmﬂcrm

puting. L'.uopc Willow quantum chips have

Expect some experimentation on getting

us from sasmore  thechat capture all the metrics that shown the p users to awhole lead on

and more below-the-line stuff can be  arenowdependent on — theseagents willbe  summoned. new level, and NVIDIA's new GPUs can power  and laptops — how about an OpenAl phone
handed over to Al for processing —andeven i Al to solve the biggest problems of our times  full of agents that replace apps or a Perplexity
decision-making, Focus on elevated think- o get onwith what they are supposedtodo. ~ Rise of not-so-social media much faster than we could ever imagine. Al laptop that replaces the OS with an Al chat?
ingcould help develop game-changing ideas, This will also raise some ethical questions Social media platforms are in the midst  this is happening as the new Apple M4 The possibilities are endless — expect all
and keep those who are able todothis,ahead  — forinstance whenyouget anagenttoreply  of a crisis. TikTok is staring at an i |l-grade process-  possible paths to be trod,
in the race. tncnukscmbyhmunmnnnsmqrmu future despite its massive popularity in the  ing power to even portable PCs lile the Mini.

Sowithall th the fast United States and other markets. X users un- With a new wave of devices expected Nandagopal Rajan is Chief Operating
ing technologies of our times warrant, here mﬁ:Mmmnqu&-mmpphm happy with the way Elon Musk is using the muprnasnngnmmuldbtmkhh:nnvr Officer, The Indian Express Digital

are our predictions for what to expect in the
world of tech in 2025.

on specific criteria before they reach the desk
of a manager, and hospitals could be using

platform are moving en masse to Bluesky.

h

do But

Faccbook younger users, and
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SPEEDOF HUMAN THOUGHT LAGS FAR
BEHIND INTERNET CONNECTION: STUDY

HUMAN BRAIN processes think at a
much slower rate than the rate of infor-
mation transmitted over the Internet, ac-
mﬂing toanew smdy

rapidly — about 100,000,000 times the
rate that cognition does. In other words,
while humans can process one thought
at a time, their sensory systems — and
of bits

While the speed of

lhchmmbr-nnm 10 bits per second
ical

[ — process
of information at once. “Psychological sci-

(bps).atypi
50 bps. One bit is the smallest unit of data
thata computer can process and store.

The study, The unbearabile
slowness of being: Why do
weliveat 10 bits/s?7, was pub-
lished by the journal Newron
earlier this month. To carry
out the analysis, the re-
searchers examined data on
human behaviours such as
reading, writing, etc.

Markus Meister, a neuro-
scientist at the California

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

ence has not this big con-
flict,” Meister told The NYT.

The slow pace of conscious thought
could be a result of how hu-
man brains have evolved.
“Our ancestors have chosen
anecological niche where the
world is slow enough to make
survival possible,” according
to the study. “In fact, the 10
bits per second are nc\-ded

How do the Houthis of Yemen figurein
Iran’s “axis of resistance’ against Israel?

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

and Europe to rltherpamund tthaw of
Good Hope or, if passing through Bab-el-
Mandeb, the narrow entrance to the Red
Seabetween Yemen and the Horn of Africa,
to make peace with very high insurance
premiums, Most companies have chosen
the former — thus ensuring that the Houthi
response to Israel’s war in Gaza has contin-
ved to have global implications.

to increase their profile, the Houthis first

'nhof nm:ﬂ

mounted a cruise/ ballistic missile and
drone i st Israel,

The

ing their attacks to the domain
by December 2023, They not

h 2024, a8
Israel signifi weakened |

only from Iranian military aid and supply,
but i i And

and Hamas, and the fall of the B\Ishir al-

they have remained defiant in the face of
the fresh Israeli air strikes,

BASHIR ALl ABBAS
ISRAELF since th
middle of December, directly striking the

Houthi( Ansar Allah)militant group, and ex-
panding its ongoing campaign against lran
and the so-called “axis of resistance”,
Although Israeli fighter jets have con-
ducted such long-distance operations in
lhrpm,duxdrnmu-m@msnrimn

fighting the US (which Saudi

Arabia in its war against the Tehran-backed
group ) and ksrael. While the tactical neces-
sities of the civil war, ongoing since 2014,
kept Ansar Allah focused on Yemen, by
October 7,2023 — the day of the Hamas at-
tacks on southern Israel — they were atan

wider, he! Sana‘aisafirst
With the capabilities of Hamas and

mu&fmmmwmmmnm

?
The unprecedented success in the Red
Sea md the n:nmd Ammcan focu; on

of communication with Lebanon.

The uptick in direct Houthi attacks
against Israel since July took place as the
Yemeni group increased its coordination
with the Iraq-based Islamic Resistance (or
the Popular Mobilization Forces/Hashd al-
Shaabi). That nl!lh the HMMBuFmd

raised the

praofile of the Houthis.

office

Innmmi:mmd:mdhduqﬂm Isr*l

ral d

By early 2024, Ansar Allah -
ing large numbers of recruitments — be-
tween 150,000 and 200,000 by their ownes-
timates. In July, Israel's Red Sea port of Eilat

severely as the
Houthis continue to succeed in direct at-
tacks, Israelis have been debating whether
to focus on the “last remaining Iranian
proxy” in Yemen or to go after Iran itself.

powerin their
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi into

Mm #lu'u;hmthsuf

" )

these alpuwmswghtmalmm
themselves from the war in Yemen. Saudi
aMdlthEhavcmnin\rdhmymnl

ship-
um.lnSeptmbtrommlmme:ns
in

umd [ the lraql guvcmmmt to allow the
Hashd to cross over into Syria — especially
since the Shia militias in Irag have signifi-
cant operational experience fighting both
ISIS and other jihadist groups. Neither
Baghdad nor Tehran were keen, however —
which signalled Assad's approaching end.

[u-l(
ipal opponents. The Zaidi

What
trikes in Yemen?

anly in worst case si

and most of the time our en-
vironment changes atamuch
more leisurely pace.”

author of the study, told The
New York Times, *It is a bit of a counter-

incredibly complex and powerful the hu-
man brain is.... If you actually lry to p\n
nurm toit, we are |nm~dhly

Some researchers are not
entirely convinced by the findings of the
new study. Britton Sauerbred, a neurosci-
entist at Case Western Reserve University
told The NYT that the study may not have
ful)ycapmmdlhr fow of information in

the human
brain processes sensory information
from sight, smefl and sound much more

the Ifthose were
included, “you're going to end up with a
vastly higher bit rate,” he said. ENS

In January this year, the United States,
United Kingdom, and their allies launched

Shia millunt'm now controls most of
Northern Yemen, inchuding Sana'a.
Fvllnwmth:()mtcr? attacks, assracl

aza,

Operation Pnsr}dun Archer,a

fouthis
dcdamd lhcir mms bdh as stopping Isnd

Dy may be seen as having in-
:pm:da stronger instinct of self-preservation

from the Arab
wﬂus‘dtslmmnmmhmmnnn

into the Iranian axis — even as
Iranian government officials themselves

which

mwmuxmmﬁ{udh
rappmchemmolm] Iranian arms have

itary 'nth(nTM

flow to Ansar Allah.

had not

Guardian,

lo-y“

The Huuth‘u do face lingering threats

gun thccnmmZJmmnmm

ahgmm“mmmn ormward,

civil war, however.

Affuirs signaling openness to engaging the
West. The Houthis are currently the spear-
mdnfﬂ!msghuh‘ulwlmﬂmm

nwnmkmnmmum:mh'm

The UAE-backed

inthe
Even so, the Houthis have succeeded in

began
Exploiting the window of

Bashir Ali Abbas is a
nerCowthundMnm

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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GUEST COLUMN

MintRoad’s
unfinished
agendatobein
focusnextyear

Aswewelkcome 2025, itistime toreview the
yeargoneby and consider what new
regulationsthe New Year would bring. Let me
startby welcoming Sanjay Malhotra as the
new governor of the Reserve BankofIndia
(RBDand thanking Shakt kanta Das, his
predecessor, for hiscontributions,

In 2024, the RBI adopted a 3Cs approach:
Customer, compliance and collaboration. In
2025, the focus wou ki surely remainon all these
aswellastoroll out several inkiatives to find the
balance between innovationand prudence,

Texpect RBItofinalise a regulatory
frameworkon project finance and refine
guidelines on liguidity coverage ratio, It could
harmonise regulationson interest rates on
advances across regulated entities (REs), and
workon provisioning norms on the
introduction of expected credit loss
framework. The RBI is reviewing market
feedback on its draft circular on forms of
businessand prudential regulation for
investments; and we could see the final
circular in early 2025, Itis concened about
connected lending and would look at a unified
u-xulmnryhanuwnk covering all REs. A

k for web. of
loan pmuum and guidelines on valuation of
propertiesbased on international best
practices s also on the cards, We have seen
remarkable progress in the consultative
process indesigning regulations since the RBI
set-up the Regulatory Review Authority 2.0
What could be cherry ontop of this is abit
more coordination among regulators.

RBI's focus on Onthe supervisory
customer, front, transformative
compliance and  govemnance and
collaboration customer falmess may
will continue In  continue tobethe focus.
2025, twillhave  Newareaslike
new initiatives  assessmentof model
lIulmclc.u o mk.mdd.la

an X
prudence m:y nlwpmlmmun

TheRBIwould lookto

enhancesupervisory capabilities by
deploying supervisory technology tools that
use artificial intelligence (Al and machine

MUMBAI | MONDAY, 30 DECEMBER 2024 Buslness S(andald

ATMs to loans: Eyes on the
road for finance world

ASouth Block and Mint Road tango is in the offing in 2025, foregrounded by deeper
consultations with various stakeholders, reports RAGHU MOHAN

UNION BUDGET AND MINT ROAD
nthe Union Budget for Financial Year
2023-24 (FY24), Finance Minister
NirmalaSitharaman had held forthon

the need for better govemance and investor

protection in the banking sector, She had
proposed certain amendmentstothe

Reserve Bank of India Act (RBIAct), 1934;

the Banking Regulation Act(BR Act), 1949;

and the Banking Companies (Acquisition

and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970, It
was felt that these issues would gather
speed when anew government was sworn in
after the results of the general elections in

June 2024. We may get tosee forward

moment inthe upcoming Union Budget in

February.

Moves on the re-look of the key Acts will
have to be read together with the recommen-
dations of the RBI's Internal Working Group
(IWG) to "Review extant ownership gulde-
lines and corporate structure for Indlan pri-
vate sector banks. The IWG had on
November 20, 2020 made a case for large

learning. kn-nlyuaulmlw\lltw ia N
Ath onsé

supervisionand \‘a.lumlmmf supervisory data
with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
databases. Supervision could also focuson the
Implementation ofthe much awalted rulesof
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act.

Comingtothe possibilities in the New Year,
what I believe isthat the paradigm todeliver on
the RBI's mandatetoensure system stability
and customerwell-being has changed with the
advent of new entities and technologies, and
hybrid unconventional products, The
regulator hastaken noticeof the growing
digitisation of financial services and it would
b drails for thisswift-ch:
landscape. Thechallenge would be toidentify
riskscarly and take mitigating steps.

The RBI mnymnu: out with adraft paper

of ¢l lated risks. It
may also bring out a discussion paper on
conduct risk, similar tothat of the United
Kingdom's Senlor Managers Certification
Regime. Wherel would personally like tosee a
moreactive approach is regulation of
technology, especially theuse of AL
Technology hasbecome pervasive in finance:
Energy seemsto be focused on becomingthe
nextunicorn in fintech but govemance seems
tobe off focus. This implies that conventional
regulatory procedures may needa revisit. [
believethat we wouldsee alotofaction from
the RBI in 202510 ensure proper conduct from
the enmtitiesclaiming to be flag bearers of
financialtechnology.

Wehope RBI would continue toengage
with key stakeholders in policymaking. Inthe
wordsof Governor Malhotra: "Knowledge and
expertise are not the monopoly of any one
Institution and consultation will remain a key
pillarof our policymaking process.”

Tam positive that the RBI under the new
governor would effectively manage
regulations, keeping in mind the need for
rebalancingthe objectives of growth and
stability,

Best wishes for the New Year.

The writer Is partner-Dinvwuru & Reddy LLP; and
member-advisory group 1o the Regulatary Review
Authority 20

P ¢ and Industrial houses as promot-
ers of banks. And that large non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs) with an asset
size of 0,000 crore and above, including
those owned by corporate houses, may be
considered for conversion into banks.

On the regulatory front, clarity Is seen
coming through on the expected credit loss
framework (ECL). At present, banks are
required to make loan-loss provisions based
on an "“incurred loss” approach (this used to
be the standard globally till recently). Under
this approach, banks provide
for losses that have occurred

u!.l

|‘|

in the interest rate cycle may be in offing,
starting from the February MPC meeting

WIDENING REGULATORY SCOPE

he Regulatory Review Authority (RRA

2.0) drew from some of the best practices
of global central banks: Be it on consultation
before policy formulation, feedback from
regulated entities (REs), structured meetings
with banks’ corner room occupants and sen-
for compliance officials, key stakeholders
and trade bodies, Over 400 circulars were
withdrawn. It was the “open-door policy” of
the RBIto foster a better engagement of REs
with it. RRA 2.0 was a follow throughon YV
Reddy’s decision as deputy RBI governor to
set up its first edition in 1999 (he was later
appointed governor in September 2003 and
served in that position for five years), The
polestar for Reddy may well have been the
96th Report of the Law Commission of India
(1984): "Every legislature Is expected to
undertake what may be called the perfodical
spring-cleaning of the corpus of its Statute
Law, in order that dead wood may be
removed, and citizens may be spared of the
inconvenience of taking notice of laws which
have ceased to bearany relevance to current
conditions.”

Now what? With increased interconnect-
edness inthe financial market, there s a case
for a RRA which ropes in the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi), the
Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority (Irdal), and Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority

(PFRDA).

There are whispers that

or Incurred. Under ECL, Mint Roads's draft this is an idea which is ripe
banks have to recognise the  guidelines on project for exploration. All the more
Increase In credit risk and  finance will be in the s0, given the spotlight on
start making provisions for  spotlight next year. The self-regulatory organisations
losses expected much before — draft has implications for (SROs), According to Mint
the default happens, let  the financial dosure of Road, by pivoting towards a
alone the subsequent classi-  large infrastructure culture of self-governance,
fication of the exposure as  projects, even those fintechs could proactively
non-performing assets. This  undertaken by the set up and adhere to industry
may call for additional cap-  government standards and best practices.

ital in some cases; In the case
of state-run banks, the issue
of recapitalisation could rear
its head. It is speculated that the RBI may
give a flight path to comply with the ECL
framework. Mint Road's draft guidelines on
project finance on May 3, 2024 will also be
inthespotlight. The draft was for higher cap-
ital being set aside for during a project’s con-
struction phase: Five per cent of the funded
exposure, This has implications for the
financial closure of large Infrastructure proj-
ects, even those undertaken by the govern-
ment. The RBI has been conservative on its
part, but India Inc sees it as a hurdle.

Onthe interest rate front, a cut of 25 basis
points (bps) Is almost taken as given at the
next meeting of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) slotted for February §-7,
2025,

# What to expect: Amendments to the REI
Act, 1934; the BR Act, 1949; and the Banking
Companies (Acquisition and Tmnsfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1970,

® From Mint Road: More clarity on
draft guidelines on project finance
®Interest rates: Acumulative 75100 bps cut

Land

This approach could
empower them to demon-
strate  commitment 1o
responsible conduct and innovation, even
inthe absence of formal regulation. Through
collaboration, the industry could collectively
identify and address challenges, foster an
environment where innovation flourishes,
and guide shared commitment to ethical
business practices. The point isthere issoon
going to be a proliferation of SROs, The
Fintech  Association for Consumer
Empowerment was approved as an SRO, and
the Digital Lenders Association of India may
become one too.

Then you have the Finance Industry
Development Council, Business
Correspondent Federation of India, and the
National Urban Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation which have lined
up for SRO status, Even as microfinance insti-
tutions have two SROs going: Microfinance
Institutions Network and Sa-Dhan.
®Why alarger RRA: To get in other financial
regulators like Sebl, Irdal and PFRDA, given
the interconnectedness
® What will it do: It can help do away with

|

outdated regulations and bring in best prac-
tices acrossthe financial sector

® Coordination: Financial conglomerates
have entities that report to many financial
regulators. Given that the SRO framework has
been rolled out for RBI-regulated entities,
may be a bigger RRA can examine some of
the pain points as well

AWAIT THAT MAY FINALLY END
hike in the ATM interchange - the pay-
ment made by a card-issuing bank when

you swipe on another banks' machines
(including those set up by white-label
players) - has been In the works for some
time now. It was ralsed to U7 from August 1,
2021 from S, which had held for nearly a
decade. The demand Is now 1o up it 1o 0-
22. The argument against a hike is that banks
are saving a lot on costs when they push
business to digital modes and the ATM chan-
nel from branches. The flip side is digital
modes are not cheap and you have to
account for Investments in technology. For
ATMs, it Is higher lease rentals, power
charges, and cash-loading costs. Of the
installed base of nearly 265000 ATMs,
around 20 per cent are currency-recycling
machines which not only dispense cash but
also allow you to deposit cash. They cost
more though.

Imldml.\lly the rollout for ATM cassette-
swaps remains largely on paper. The lock-
able cassette-swap was to do away with the
practice of open-cash replenishment into
ATMs. Cashein-transit (CIT) finm personnel
who load cash into ATMs
will not have to touch it any-

ILUSTRATION: BINAY SINMA

NCDRC's order had no legal backing to set
such a cap. Banks disclose interest rate terms
to customers before they sign up. But the
question now is: How much will you have to
pay when you have not made card payments
on time?

The larger setting is as follows, The RBI
has in recent times called attention to micro
lenders and non-bank financiers charging
high, ‘usurious’ interest rates on small-value
loans. The reality is that even when lenders
~ be they banks, NBFCs (Including new-age
fintech companies) - make clear the terms
of engagement, many in the new-to-credit
segment or those with “thin files” (little or
poor credit histories) are not familiar with
the nuances involved. It could be a reason
why in September 2024, Mint Road sought
details on NBFCs' retall book: Product-wise
and the annualised interest charged on
them. The annualised interest slabs being:
Less than ten percent, 10-20 per cent, 20-30
per cent, 30-40 per cent, 40-50 per cent, and
above S0 per cent.

The SC's move on credit cards will have
a bearing on delinquencies as well, The
TransUnion CIBIL Credit Market Indicator
(CMI) report for the quarter ending June
2024 (the latest on offer) has it that the CMI
for consumer performance improved by six
points to 102 in June 2024, from 96 in June
2023 And was reflecting the continued
improvement in overall balance-level
serious delinquencies (measured as 90 days
or more past due) across most product cat-
egories. But then “In contrast to all other

credit products, credit cards
showed a marginal increase

more. It istobe done by CITs  The Supreme Court has in delinquencies, continuing
at cash centres, and the task  overruled the National the trend set over the last
of taking Into account the  Consumer Disputes four quarters to 1.8 per cent,
amount of cash remaining  Redressal Commission's up 17 bps year-on-year,” the
from the last cassette-load 2008 order that placed a report said,

will also be made simpler.  30% cap on late credit card The Financial Stability

The four-phased plan across
30 cities was to cover the
entire network of ATMs in

payments. The court's
ruling has a bearing on
consumers and

Report (FSR: June 2024) had
pointed out concerns in the
consumer credit segment.

the country by F
idea of cassette-swaps at
ATMs was set in motion six
years ago (April 2018) and
the first deadline was FY21. A hike in the
Interchange will breathe life into cassette
swaps as well,

& Watch out for: The report of the Committee
to review ATM interchange fee structure
(2019) headed by former Indian Banks'
Assoclation’s chief executive officer V G
Kannan will be in play

®What the Kannan committee sald: It was
for a review of the interchange and ATM
usage charges at stipulated intervals to be
d(\ ided by Mint Road

inthe ATM

. The  delinquencies

Among them, “a little more
than a half of the borrowers
in this segment have three
“live loans” at the time of
origination and more than one-third of the
borrowers have availed of more than three
loans in the last six months”, Now, credit card
exposures are not loans per se. If the three
“live Jloans™ the FSR refers to include “per-
sonal loans™ (again unsecured), it could be
that these are being used 1o square off credit
card outstanding. Banks and customers -
with the banking regulator in the plot - will
have to figure out the pricing mechanism on
late payments on plastic,

®What does the SC decision mean?

Costs have
mnc up because of higher lease rentals,
power charges, cash-loading charges and
Home Ministry security protocols

END OF THE PLASTIC SMILE?

G will have to shell out more for late
payments on credit cards

= Will Mint Road step in? This is not clear
but the RBI has called attention to the “usu-
rous” rates being chamged by some players
Maybe the Indian Banks® Association will
luw to del lhcmc on the matter.

A Supreme Court (SC) decision to mtrrulc
the

: June 2024 had

atlonal C l)l\p\ucx" d

Commission's (NCDRC's) ruling of 2008,
which placed a 30 per cent cap on late credit
card payments, has put the spotlight back
on the consumer. But first on the SC: The

wmlnl out concerns in the consumer credit
segment. If delayed payment charges were
tobe higher than 30 per cent, delinquencies
could inchup,

- o0 oo |
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Bickering over memorial
for Manmohan shameful

he unseemly controversy around the spot where former Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh was to be cremated and a memorial for

him was to be built must end at the earliest, lest it be seen as a great

affront to the memory of a man who llwlys kept (he interest of the
nation above Ill else and never eng

The Ci had demanded that the guvemmml enrm-rk a space for
the cremation of the former Prime Minister so that a memorial can be built
for him at the same s actice in the case of the
m.ber ol the nation and some of the former Ministers. However, it

be recalled that the UPA government headed by Dr Singh had in
ml'i dedded to lcragmthe practice of building separate memorials for
national leaders and build a common one for all instead. Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee was cremated at the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal
in 2018,

Despite the 2013 decision and the events that followed, the Canmn Party
to which Dr Singh belonged presented a demand before the Union govern-
ment for allotting a separate place for his cremation where a memorial can
be built later. The government in fact accepted it, too, even though it con-
tradicted the 2013 decision.

As per the government's account, it then

based on decided upon Nigambodh Ghat as the place for

invented stori cremation in mnudunon with Dr Singh's fam-

o8 of (1" hile making it known to the public and the

88 leadership that it will allot a site in the

of a man who capital for the construction of an appropriate
memnrhl (nr lhe lnnmr Prime Minister.

of th Rll'l Smri S hodhth:l:(‘,’:’mtesd

e myn ( thal wi payee

private and public .. i} Taid to rest. 1s a question that then begs

lives is really the .y, answer from the government.

worst form of Unwtirl‘le to ‘u‘ee mvermne‘nl t'h I?:d
tribute m shon, p&s an
to his attempt by BJP to dellbeutely insult the
mm';r of the country's “first Sikh Prime Minister”. The party found
fault with the way the rites of Dr Singh were conducted which served
as another excuse for it to rlhe the volume of its protests,

Nevertheless, based
invented stories of insult to l.he name of a man who himself w:
rerlonlﬂed in his private, professional and puhlh: lives is really the
form of tribute that can be paid to his The Congress must immedi-
ately desist from further muddying waters. party must also remember
the treatment it itself had meted out to P.V. Narasimha Rao, its own leader
and another Prime Minister. After his death, Rao's body was not even
allowed inside the AICC headquarters, never mind that he was an elected
president of the top decision-making body of the Congress.

In the case of Dr Singh, he should be remembered for the creative contri-
bution he has made to advance the collective intelligence of this mumr(.
and his specific contributions as an economist and an expert in public
ﬂmnoe 'he government and the Congress Party should now bury the

hatchet, and ri'nlm:l celebrate the memory of one of India's tallest sons
instead in a fitting manner together.

ts and

MT: A writer for all time

renaissance that started ago had al the feudal
remnants in Kerala when M.T. Vumde\ln Nair published his first
novel, Nalukett, in 1958, All of 24 then, MT, as he is known, depicted
crumblin, {olm Ihmﬂylymmlhlxwwmmmmp!umhl itecture in the novel,
and end telling his mother, a victim of the very same
system, that lhnu.lddrmnlhh nldn:runmlndbulldalnullmecm
will have “u;m and wind".

MT went on to become one of the most celebrated, a
Malayalam writer, editor, filmmaker and script- wmlrlm Imp-md !he Ilvesd
at least four generations of Malayalees through his creative contributions. As a
writer md as the editor of the most popular Malayalam litera

Mathrubhumi, be shaped and nurtured their sensibilities and sensitivi-
ties. it he still is one of the most read by the young generation points to his
ability to connect with human lives, tn'upnmve of the times they Il\! in, The
Jnanpith and Padma Bhushan awards, among the countless man z) wards he
received, are just a pointer to the Colossus-like pxum:eh! has had in the Indian
literary soene.

M’!’n contribution to the then nascent Malayalam film industry muu not
unnoti He directed six movies, all of which gut critical and mass m; h
dlr!dnrhl debut Nirmalyam won the national award for best knmmnlm in 1974
lnd its Jead actor P.J. Antony bagged the state award. He scripted the story and

screenplays for more than 60 films, several of them got him state and national

characters he penned also got several leading actors, including
)-hnmnuttymdMolwﬂaLuMnﬂ'nmlluulmdl

as he started, nmnlmdlﬂnundnmppu r and promoter of the liberal
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WE MISSED
Tie SANTA CLAUS RALLY.
WILL WE AT LEAYT HAVE A
NEW YEARS RALLY S

AnAtoZ
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Sunil Gatade

the gone by,

A ety sands

for Gautam Adani,

the  controversial

inessman  who

was in the news, national

and international, for all

the wrong reasons. No

other A, including the

Ambanis, could replace
that.

A is also for Dr BR.
Ambedkar. As the
rings out, there was a
COntroversy over a
by Amit Shah on the archi-
tect of the Constitution.

“B" is for the BJP, which
remained its aggressive
Ik e B o

ing Brand Modi. Its

and Maharashtra
vlctwlas, which left m

htllh Inln!he

and its leader, Rah
Gnmlthhmurl made a

y lnllwln Sabha
pnlll ng Leader of
the Oppndﬂml By the
yearend, it was a different
stary as allies started ques-
tioning his leadership after
he lost cruckal states.

lnd ive values in society abhorred the traction communal forces main "disruptor”. He has

inlhenlﬂnnlpauwnumewml . Though a man of few words, the dublous distinction of

M’l‘m no occaskon m-llmlﬂ.lm change. He did not mince being the first vicepresi-

his words while talking to people u!re\mlmwybelm@dmthe dent against whom a no-

as his, u to power till he breathed his motion was initiated.

last. In his passing, the country has lost a proponent of the values the “E" is for the Election
Canstitution upholds at a time when they are being whi

to cover itself with glory in
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state poI.IA. SVM; wn
sought to
manlpuhmd m-chlne by
the

“F" stands for Fadnavis.
The fall and rise of the mP

alike and could ha
Ve reper-
cussions far
“G” s for Soros
l"l:l his links with

was t‘hmg flak over the

“H" is for Haryana,
where the Assembly elec
tion changed the mood in
the ruling BJP after an
unexpected hattrick in

power.

“I" Is for the INDIA bloc.
From the “United Wh!
lnk&hg: polls, the INDIA
bloc looked rudderless by

“0’ is hr Om BMI. lh!
controversial

mu, who wu hmd

by Mr Modi to con-

tinue running the Lower

House. The Opposition's

motion

tions. Jagan Mohan Reddy
lost power in Andhra
Pradesh.

“K" s for Arvind
Kejriwal, the former Delhi
CM jailed over the alleged
excise scam, who faces the
most ticklish Assembly
poll in the New Year.

“L” s for leutenant-gov-
ernors (Delhi and J&K).
New rules give them more
powers ahead of Assembly
elections, including over

J&K, the BJP, which ‘made
a huge issue over Ank:le
an's fail

against the Rajya Sabha
Chal

Navin Patnaik, in power
for 25o0dd years in the
state, lost power to the BJP,
mnmlyhemmehedmmd
ed upon a controversial

bureaucrat.

“P” for (Sharad) Pawar
meant power, but this
Maratha umngmln was

upuad n Y’uwnr onl?ﬂ

bcludbytheBJF which
made mincemeat of the

was a reminder of the kid-
gove treatment meted out
to controversial Italian

Ottavio

get a single seat in the
Kashmir Valley.
“M" is undoubtedly for
Narendra) Mndl.Murlhe
Sabha setback, the
looked off mhur But lh!
Maharashtra an ana
verdicts saw hlm back as
lhe “monarch of all 1

M is also for Mlnlgr
which was on the boil for a
second year. The PM faced
attacks for not visiting the
northeastern
st e e
a

Gautam m

“N" is for Nitish Kumar
and N. Chandrababu
Naidu, who became the
PM's obedient crutches

era in 2024 as the Congress
was defeated at the end of
223 The BJP made green-
hom Bhajan Lal Sharma
the chief minister, lﬂzlln
mg veteran

Vasundhara Raje.
"8" Sambhal in UP
m fnpnun he
ics aver tl
F"«; of masjids in a
t had seen the

the BJP to down
ddhav  Tha y in
tra. The year

guide to India’s
pohtlcs in the year gone by

()pmumm make capital d

s slogan P
hnr mml’. mnlendmg
that it meant the rulers
wan!

of the Con under
Revanth ly. Politics in
the southern state is
becoming a Congress ver-
sus BJP affair.

“U" is for Udhas
Stalin, the Tamil Nadu
minister and son of DMK
chief MK Stalin, who was
made the state's deputy
Iit.i ending day

vs of specu-
fon over the move.
V™ is for Vlml’mld!m

Pmldsn. wn.h lhll elee
tion over two years away.
“W* is for Kerala's
Wayanad, which elected
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra to
the Lok Sabha in the seat

vacated hg:r Iruther
fh§n!:|y Teittory: Bion
( tter), Elon
world’s richest
m.'pmnmr and also
Tesla chief. was to visit
India during the year and
have discussions with the
PM. He cancelled the visit
at ﬂn 11th hour, that was
seen in economic circles as
a sethack to Mr Modi.

is Yogi
Adlt)nmth UP‘: chle{

gan turmed out to

political hit of the year

gone by.

“Z" 18 the zigzag way the
saw. The BJP mu

Y
E:lhlnlklhlandhlzrm
ihar,

The writer is a journalist
based in New Delhi
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LEGITIMATE BEEF

Apropos the news report,
“Cheap politics: BJP, Cong
tiff over last rites escalates”
(Dec. 29), | would like to
comment that asking the
ruling party at the Centre
as to why the last rites of
Manmohan Singh were not
done at the designated
memorial site for national
leaders does not ipso facto
mean that Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
has damaged the dignity
of the ex-PM. If there is a
complete departure from
established practice, the
Leader of the Opposition
has the constitutional and
moral authority to ask the
government to explain the
reasons for such arbitrary
action. Mr Sambit Patra is
avoiding answering the real

question
Arun Gupta
Kolkata

PUNISH FORESTER

MY HOLIDAY at Dalma Pahar was fas-
cinating. We camped at the base of a
hill. But here, unm@:dmm
we saw a fullgrown adult elephant
kept inside a very small enclosure,
lhmklndmmimchlh\l.’memhy

Ipless. Instead of
2‘, hh lhhﬂ\i it kept
it forward and the next
hecﬂ-elhmmmq)m
Inmenlmeohnmlnglwmu.me

1o ey i malatc armal st

umdmythhmn]snc its nat-
ural dignity. The Jharkhand govern-
mmnhwldlmklnmnhnnm.lmely

Durgapur, West Bengal

SALUTE CHARITY!

MOVIE, 6% on Netflix is excellent
ademy Award. It

and it deserves an Ac

depicts the ure & black woman com-
mmilngng‘: of a female battalion in
the US Army faces whi

against all

2500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Bal Govind
(Dec. 28). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

5t before sif down to write this cause for a pause. A token minute of and gave them to her blican rival will his mnmum It is not Imnneelvnhh
column, 1 was to a History silence, per! a find cause for self4 n though, that his horrific, deadly a

Extra podcast about ‘history  to back the kind of bo; divestment and  Trump re-enters the Ho mldad\:ythnmﬂmdhﬂpln.hhhvmﬂu
behind the headlines’ it was a  sanctions that helped to demolish a previous  There are, of course, plenty of supplemen- , the neo-Nazi Alternative for Germany
conversation and Harvard 3 tary causes around the world to reconsider ). to reinforce i its case agal-nst im) trl-

ics Hannah Skoda and Rana Mitter, 's on Gaza, resulting in dozens the traditional Yul untothe tion. The AfD — mmd:lh‘?chd
Lt L who spoke for 45 minutes without even a  deaths each day, wed even world’ — from the massacres in Sudan and  Elon Musk, seen by some ively the
Mabhir Ali ! sing reference to the genocide in Gaza or  sued a similar strategy in Lebanon, the Congo to the continuing death and next president of the US — has lost little time
antecedents, going on to decumth- military capabilities destruction in Ukraine and tlu terrorist lnupllllhknlmthohweultydmklndnd
What kind of oblivion do such intellects of post-Assad Syria, a that attack in Magdeburg tha lplrlt' murderous wouldn’t be sur-
the posed any serious threat to Israel for half a in, Il t.h.t bun Abdulmohsen’s

Genocide in Gaza; B fue vt
daily atrocities place in

Is peace a realistic

Eﬂ

whﬂa nroupuudulwitlus-ndl
component, lt‘lwmhmlllu that the US
licans thwarted a Vietnam settlement
mbmnmmcmmmm.mddnhy'd
nhluofmmrmnhuhuo
decade later to boost Roi Iumn
ttern m lhruputldnhndo(thl
Enmp :r-lya edbymml

md Ibllaw prot

EE

time, though, he railed against Middle
Eastern to absurd-
the ly considered the likes of Angela Merkel to be
bility for promoting the Islamisation of the
ennmunL beyond provide
Bm tlu mhnnlmhd Gnlf umlgnl he
etm will remain
-hrmndunlz his ying uctlu I’u'lupl Christmases to come.
unders

the
little heed to ?m-mlw n-m Riyadh al ~— By arrangement with Dawn

goal for Christmas
in coming years?
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Unparalleled life

UPA-2 alone will not define Manmohan Singh's legacy

nlhellfeo(a nation, there are times that leave a lasting imprin, to be
The year 1991 was one such momen-
tous year in lndu ‘scontemporary history. The country was struggling with
both political and economic instability. It went for Lok Sabha polls for the
second time within two years, having seen two coalition governments failing to
achieve much. As the country began voting with hope in the summer of 1991,
the nation was shocked by the killing of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
aterror attack. While the Congress emerged as the largest party, it was short of
the majority mark, and PV Narasimha Rao took over as Prime Minister. On the
economic front, India was struggling practically in all aspects Mlhahalmor
payments crisis. The global Was not p
Thestmusquamounoptm It was against lhlsbachimpum luobmught
technocrat Manmohan Singh to steer the Indian economy.

TLLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOMANTY
the solid support of many who had laboured in the
trenches of India's ersatz soclalism: The would-be
technocrats who had written papers and attended
mmnblldmdemhowlndhsmwpmh
model had hese “expents”
-a nmnﬂuumodeopunst times, we are toldto
de-sphc - that lndlawasablenommonadmeln
1991. The laid, the con-
sensus had already been built; in Rao's own words at
the time: “All the.... measures which were really written
about in ncwspapm times without number. For
Panel

months and

wawaw

cmidmwmcﬂlltmmﬂmcmwnm
ready” Wh

ently pointless panel discussions today about issues
that it appears are politically impossible anyway, 1
comfort myself by remembering Rao's words, and
hoping some future Prime Minister might have the
opportunity to use the existence of such panel dis-

Thelast expert

Slngj\whomscdaw:ynl‘nluwctk.mﬂmkdmdh'smramemm

Manmohan Singh showed that technocrats can change

as Union finance minister under and 199 A M 2 A cussions as an alibi for reform.

for the Indian economy. It was also a new beginning for Singh, who went on to nations’ destinies as effectively as any populist B W o
ok — including m:mmma:‘..i.‘.’..s b up theiridess. Reform, Its opponents constantly com-
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) — and was the right person for the jobin 1991. e Indle of today, weith aB ks sudJol o o4 uistul ustnder of the contid &mm“mﬂﬁ'mmﬂw’“"m"?fm;

oomuptnuy. the policy chany.-s that followed were well thought through.
Jongress, there was
broader intellectual support for reforms. Singh's deep undasundmx of issues
and clarity of thought helped build a consensus for decisive action.

He also had the full support of the Prime Minister, who wanted him to
take the middle path. Several momentous decisions were taken over time, such
as a sharp devaluation of the rupee, Is for most ind:
and ending the public-sector monopoly in several areas. Taxes for individuals
and corporations were brought down. Import duty was also steeply r«m«d
Singh always wanted India to give up export pessimism. Although all goves
mnnu slnoc haw lollawd lhc path and built on the foundation laid ln 199!
In fact, there have

becnmmalsm recent years, which need to be corrected.
Singh's term as Prime Minister also wit d several
which, in a way, were built on the foundation he laid as finance minister. India
Gandhi

Singh than of anybody else in recent history.
He was always called an “unlikely” politiclan; but,
through itssuccesses and fallures, hiscareer isa useful
reminder to us today that technocrats can change
natlons’ destinles as effectively as any populist.
Objectively, if Singh wasanunlikely politician, one
might be forgiven for thinking that he was an even
more unlikely liberaliser. He had spent an entire carcer,
afterall, as
ersatzsocialismthat was India’s official ideology prior
to 1991. It was only when he was
almost 60 that he began his second
career in politics, and came to be
identified with the reform process.
Singh's Budget speeches — not just
from July 1991, which

put in place several rlghvs-hu-d laws such as the

age. Mymlmdloassun! hziy that pmhhg
through reform requires

aren't exactly stealthy. What they meant isthat nobody
ot s

fcally united and with a mllomy in Parlhm:n!. Bm
none of these were available in 1991.

In stewarding this transformation, he had no ide-
ological allies in the political class. Parliamentary
records from the time make thiseminently clear. The
left, both outside and inside the Congress, despised
any hint of the profit motive; the right, both outside
and inside the Congress, was deeply of

“Give me a mandate to change the state”. They're not
wrong about that: There were no Javier Miled-like chain-

saws in Indian politics, and there never have been.
This, inthe end, limited the success of Singh's pre-
miership. He stewarded India through the financial
crisis, but was undone by the higher deficits that
required. alongside QE-induced fuel price inflation.
bank of pr tohis

global openness. The soft and aim-
less Centre — mainly inside the

rescue. The Indian cbmdt. infuriated by deficit-
induced inflation, turfed him out unceremoniously.

Congress, superbly His leamed well; dra Modi's single
by PV Narasimha Rao, the Prime greatest economic policy priority as Prime Minister
Minister under whom he served —  has been keeping prices under control.

cared far less for growth than it did

You may never be sure of what politicians believe,

o he concluded dramatically by para- for survival. It seemed like the butyoucan be sure of what they're saying Technocrats
:“"'I DTN Qe o<t ““““;“: s Wm‘,’{sﬁm Victor Hugothat “th grandees in Rao's government tried  may know what they are doing. but often, like Singh,
demic. The right to ynand i d were equally momentous gence of India as a major economic to block every change from within. they fall to communicate it effectively. Yet Singh's pri-
laws implemented during his term. His approach to rights-based policies and power” was “ an idea whose time has At atime when attempts to laun-  orities — social integration, reformed welfare that is
Py tech: for benefits fer was path-breaking — something that come”, bt also the one eight months. dcviuo's n-pmllonannmant paid for by higher growth, and the revival of Indian
succeeding governments have rightly worked and improved upon. During his e bt oy Lo aigaeriiy O RAR = R K e s
term, Indh'ﬁvxtemal position was also dto u];mv - of ~mil e e epte po“cv RUI'ES lndhnd o L ot Kt Modt
ing reading. He thanks Jawaharlal lx-mu that the Prime Mlnhuv. far from digital p to export-ori-
order — the nuclear deal with the United States was a fine eumple of India’s Nehru for “his vison and insistence  MIHIR S SHARMA fthe ented 1 have emenged from initiatives
. his life-long to the nation was that the social and economic trans- reform to Singh. Too s
mamxibylhewwnd term of the United Progr Alliance govern It of India had to take place in the framework  abandon it on several when the however — free trade, for example — have
wasn't just the the leading of crisis had passed. Iledeﬂnuelyﬂmemwdacunn fallen by the wayside. India has suffered as a result.

10 a near-currency crisis in 2013 This was panly because of the approach the
finance ministry and the RBI took in the preceding years. History will sntty
not judge Manmohan Singh solely for lhlslmublnd period, but it will, hopefull

racy and the rule of law™; and adds that reform will
“unshackle the human spirit of creativity, kiealism,
and

seek answers fthe

Housingindustrial workers

Itis crucial for success in manufacturing

nion Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her July Budget had
announced plans to establish rental housing with dormitory-type
accommodation for industrial workers in public-private partnership
(PPP) mode with viability gap funding (VGF). The success of large-
scale manufacturing in India depends cducnllyon lhe ptrstnccnt big industrial
clusters, and the ability of
anddepend on a labour fomz mm mmlsloml supply. Thk induces mlgrmon
to meet the labour d iy to meet
demand. However, the current state of industrial workers' houslng in lndla is

abundant measure”, That Wh mled hmousls

with Bismil's

couplet. Bulﬂkhnauc(xlmmalmmamo(

what reformists must have felt like at that point:
Let the

that our people possess in - Nehru-

1n 2000, Barack Ob

tinuity that his government represented with pmm

Gandhi Congress

“Those of us who hanker after “strong” govemments

wlh casy majorities for economic reasons wn do
that more reform in

pﬂwdmm:governmmwu Inamlmtky(hm

belriom»d!mpmmzommdrmw.

WOOr SO yearsin.
mrpolllcalchssmnymhmh«nalm‘:rme
reform process in its early days, but Singh did have

2025: The new normal

when world Jeaders met to sort out their common
responseto the 2008 crisis: When he speaks, we listen.
This country greeted that statement with derision;
surely Singh was asilent Prime Minister? History will
probably judge, however, not that Singh spoke too
rarely — but that India listened too little.

Thewriterisdi
Wﬂv’kmmkﬂ New Dethl

largely managed informally, with limited availability and poor

Unsurprisingly, this prevents workers, particularly women,
search of better employment opportunities. Shortage of workers” accommo-

dation near industrial hubs ls. therefore, amajor boultned: drivlns workfomc

attrition, affe y. and the

sector. Inthis regard, a new n:pon released by the NITI Aayog has highlighted

the urgent need for policyand n:gllatofy reforms to integrate workers' accom-

i th A 1t ) hundles.
Inﬂedblezmhuml:lons ulb«alwmuulawumlapwwal L and
high operating costs restrict land usage near industrial clusters, resulting in sub-
op(irmlusmco(hrd Fotlmtmce both the lbolmamlo(FAR)mdmml

growth, after reaching 8.2 per cent in FY24, fellto 66
per cent in Q1 (the first quarter) of FY25 and then fur-
therto 54 percent in Q2. Growth is unlikely to retum
10 8 per cent anytime soon, but it
also seems unlikely to dip below §
percent. Ifthe original * Hindu rate
of growth™ was 3.5 per cent (the
average annual GDP growth
between 1950 and 1980), the new

remains a distant dream.

‘The critical question ks whether the stock markets
reflect this reality. A 6 per cent growth rate is good
but not a sufficient reason for a run-
away bull market, especially when
Indian stocks, particularly in the
small-cap sector, have had

of scale
Inear!y ber, I wrote a pi l.h.’ll rebound The i M percent in FYI, However, while gov-
Indi has ot deliv-  emment capex increased by 337 per cent last year, it
Muddling along. It rarely falls into a full-blown  eringonly modest gowth. whilcourumh maybe  has contracted by 6.6 per cent in April-October of
but it also o l:Meve higher than many other countries’, it s notsufficient  FY25. As the main engine of India’s economy has
tmm in dyillus-  to propel India rapidly into middle-income status.  slowed, GDP growth has also weakened,
trated when India’s GDP (gross domestic uct)  The prospect of India entering the “rich country”™ club There are expectations that government capex

will rebound sharply in the last quarter of this year,
which Is typically stronger than in other quarters.
However, the challenge with relying on govemment
capex is that it is heavly dependent on government
revenue, and those are weakening Withthe cconomy
now settling lmo the “new Hindu rate of Mh‘

dinary run in the past two years. The
S&PBSE Smallcap Index rose 47.52 per

growth i BrOss tax
fallento mm:rmlnAprI -October FY25, compared
to18 ptv cent in }\23 nnd M per cem in I»YM.

slowed ugmnamly After 262 per cent gmvnh in

Gsrcolmmmwmm)mcemhmmdu
percentin April-November FY25.

Other worrying signs are emerging as well. In
April-November FY25, growth in power consumgtion
slowed to 39 per cent, down from 9.7 per cent in

(GCR) h Hindu BS cent. cent in 2023 and 29 per cent in 2024,

ratio( "“m:;j‘;:; 4 v p Theofficial reasons for the econom- The Nifty MicroCap 250 Index did
s A - - a’{”“"““‘ ic slowdown in the last quarter are b Ady i FY23,

which AR SOMI FEDPUERY ines, roads, adjacen varied: One, the Reserve Bank of 2023 and 3435 per cent in 2024.

buikdings, lead to wastage of space. | L bous India’s restrictive monetary policy; Meanwhile, the Nifty 50, weighed

! fpempraneadiinied two, lower government capital down by the slow growth of giant

industrial ""’"“"‘”M""’“""‘fd‘s Further, sewmlsmdksstwwecmanlc expenditure (capex) due o the IRRATIONAL CHOICE stocks, rose by only 20 per cent in 2023

housing would remain even in th of 1 and tate checti and 9.58 per cent in 2024; yet for the

obstacles. The market rent for workers in unauthorised colonies and DEBASHIS BASU ninth consecutive calendar year, the

informal housing is relatively low. Hence, the private sector’s willingn

and three, a slowdown in private-

sector polit

index is poised to close in the green.

excep-

FY24. Cement production increased only L8 per cent

during the same period, while fuel consumption

yewm.uwr«m While it is too early to draw
if these weak

lnmhmamnﬂmmhsmmwhmonmcmc jcal factors, global and  Andyet, itwouk! be nai
To truly unleash the p there isaneed fears of dumping in India. Theqt
lothlnkoldensc hme-scalchmslm-or fi ving both While these explanations are accurate, mey are  that investors should ask is: If economic growth
‘The report suggests B0 support merely ‘The under- wnulmnwdeﬂ(anmndbpuwm).ml!xumlb
in the sector should come inthe formof VGF of lyingreaonscan shift, Next time lheGDP mmbcn del

and give tax relief and interest subvention to subsidise market Imema rates to
ndmen!mnolbonwrlmlotbulldﬂsmulsmonnmdtomlaxFARand
GCR

MWmmmdm«m

h that building on of cost- drop in domestic capex. The essential fact remains
fency Atatime India alm: i that the Indian economy is weak — hampered by
W facturing, itisc p ellbeing of indus poor polides poor
- P et ik rs health access, olumur»on).uulah%m low-output structure.
and proper his regard, | The govemment’s Monthly Economic Review for

dev:lopmu'ﬂ relies on ukwuc housiru lor hrg.-cuclm:ms of labour, which
local towns or villages

cannot

of debst i

November 2024 points out that “private capex levels

extrace-

dnuy revenue md mrl wmh’
There i

per-
sist, there is a risk that India could slip into a pro-
longed slowdown similar to the one experienced
between 2014 and 2019. The best-case scenario is
that these markers improve only slightly; after all

....... for smaller
i th. Since the
last quarter of FY23, they have benefited immensely

govemnment
to boost it by spending around 1 trillion annually
on Infrastructure projects such as rallways, roads,

wnmmh...,

there forthem to improve sharply. Where
are the engines of growth? Regardless of whether we
face the worst-case or best-case scenario, what hap-
pens to high-growth expectations, already priced
into the stock markets, especially in smaller compa-
nies, after two consecutive years of exceptional
returns? That is the key question for investors.

asaper-
centage of expenditure reached zspercenl inFy24,

elife.inand a of
Wnidcruudarlm, @Maoneylifers

y valueof

in Brazdl,

powers.
‘They receive lessthan 1 percent of GDP

and P y doing b All18 hance da
20008). " b e b " caizon, -3 A A, finance | asgrants and raise their own revenues
crisesin anka but h ofasimilaramount.
and oy st the five Aeby T Zeceral The pathto fiscal s
d ‘Thequality fiscal lsalso | Li ld the GST Council rocket science. More efficient
BOOK REVIEW threat of bankrup byih di- | inndials nolsy taxbase —
Bhardto pe Dvoenslifve 1 . b s-9e =% "
SANJEEV S AHLUWALIA holdaruk revenue clearpattem. on inter-govern- llecti
Indial h since2001. Somestudies infer mental fiscal uMmmangmmmmhMand
orrying about the debe (dete ng. 1n2020-21 only two of! states, | debt and assets Butdebt
‘ N ? SNGsl h Odishaand 1th inthe longrun Is "-yond
governments (SNGs or state ! debe-to-state GDP normof 20 percent. but not in the againstthe theadequacy of resources. Political-
2 India) dili G d ch 21 short term. L 1
anddeix Thedebt-to-GDP and Thisclearlyi ent depriving rulesare violated. Research establishes
Inthehandsofan experienced ratioofIndian state, had detx ratios above 35 percent of GDP notgoodenough. SNGsby increas- that fiscal delinquency is most likely if
professional, like theauthor —a increased from 18 per centin 198010 uhleunnumddrumhsmm Eachstategovem- Price: 11,162 Ing fully retain- 8 h "
mnmmhmzmdm percent.Si able power. Similarly, heading
hief RO of West ‘TheFiscal becomes. b dently 4 h
Bengal — this rarefiedsubject is Responsibility and Budgetary lags. thor suggests fi than tospend unwhelylobe.
fled f dth Act, 2003, rib P with whichdebt otherwise it “free rides” versus more Itcould alsobecome the node for povuhr R)r\ululdy lmlhhau
uninitiated viaauser-friendly fiscal dieficit rule of 3percent d deb d monitor real Y,
amangement of the extensively of GDPand adebt-to-GDP rtioof 20 per crises by raising the red flags in advance. h i ] of fiscal d. todilute such ifonly )
cent d30 forthe AReserve (2022) ariables governments, states, and the Union they could get their act together.
A ofthe 1 20 Sadly, medium-term assessed 18large states for their fiscal R The d
natureof publicdett and its role in ins delinked P levels. If detx " (periodsof atbest, patchy. Close The reviewer Is consultant, econombc ®
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{E politics are going astray and

with grand old parties losing vi-
sion and maoving in a directionless
manner, it is time their leaders con-
sider winding up the parties which are
owver 100 years old since most of the
parties including national pasty like
Congress in India have become fam-
lly-run parties where no demographic
changes take place.

This is resulting in the parties which
perhaps have outlived their utility in
trying to rake up unbecoming and un-
DECEssary contro-versies even over the
statesman of unparalieled dignity and
intel-lect who deserved much better
respect, both in life and in death, from
the Congress party.

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge in a letter to Prime Minis-ter
Narendra Modi emphasised the need

for performing the last rites of former
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
at the place where his memorial will
be developed in line with past tradi-
tions. What a joke! What traditions
are the Congress citing? Where are
the memorials of Dr B R Ambedkar,
first President of India Dr Ra-jendra
Prasad, the Iron man of India Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri who died while he was the Prime
Minister.

Was not the most insulting and de-
meaning treatment given to PV Nar-
asimha Rao, the man whose vision
and guts proved to be a game-changer
for the country? Sonia Gandhi-led
AICC and the UPA government did
not even allow his body to be kept
inside the AICC headquasters. In a
great hurry overnight, his body was

packed off to Hyderabad. Forget about
memorial, not even a road has been
named afier him anywhere. it is only
in Hyderabad where an expressway to
the airport has been named after him.
On the other hand, 600 government
schemes and institutions were named
after Nehru-Gandhi family members
by the Con-gress governments.
Kharge ji, where are the memori-

als of former PM Atal Bibari Vajpay-
c¢, Pramab Mukherjee, and Sitaram
Kesri and why were the traditions
not honoured by UPA government?
Why didnlt the Congress party deem
it 1 to call a CWC mexting to hold
condo-kence meeting after the death
of Pranab Mukherjee? The Con-gress
came up with an explanation that
CWC was not held for Presidents.
Wel, but they did s0 when K R Naray-

Cong netas’ capacity for petty politics dismaying

an died. What s mest interesting is
that the condolence resolution was
drafied by Pranab Mukherjce. Are
these the traditions Kharge and AICC
are talking about? Is this ‘Mohabbat ki
Dukan'?

The AICC president needs to an-
swer. Signing on a dotted letter and
sending it to the government is not
statesmanship. If you ask the Con-
gress party or Rahul Gandhi, who had
the audacity 10 tear the decision of the
cabinet meeting chaired by Manmo-
han Singh, he may then say that the
UPA government had banned any
new memorials,

Well, when the Congress govern-
ment itsdf imposed the ban n 2013,
how can you critiise the present gov-
emment which had shown its mag-
nanimity 1o construct a memorial for

Manmohan Singh even before Kharge
wrote a letter? The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) issued a statement on
December 28 confirming that space
would be allocated for 3 memorial to
Manmohan Singh.

The Congress party also should
answer whether it is their tradi-tion
1o rake up unnecessary controversy
and keep away from the immersion
of ashes of the former PM who was
much loyal to the party? Is it right to
use former PM as a tool for political
leverage? The Sikh community was
present, the family members of Man-
mohan Singh were present, and BJP
Jeaders, 100, were there but the Gan-
dhi family and AICC leaders were
mising. What tra-ditions are they
talking about? Is it not a new low in
the Indian politics?

Way to reduce poverty, inequality

A GLOBAL MINIMUM WAGE WOULD ALSO DIMINISH CORPORATE POWER

Lawnunce WiTTsen

spread poverty and un-

precedented wealth, how
about raising the wages of
the most poorly-paid work-
ers? The World Bank has
reported that “8.5% of the
global population almost 700
million people live today on
Jess than $2.15 per day.” while
“44% of the global popula-
tion around 3.5 billion peo-
ple live oday on less than
$685 per day” Meanwhile,
“global poverty reduction has
slowed to a near standstill”

In carly 2024, the charity
group Oxfam Intemational
noted that, since 2020, “148
top corporations made $1.8
trillion in profit, 52% up on
Joyear average, and dished
out huge payouts to rich
sharchokl-ers” During this
same period, the workd’s five
wealthiest men “more than
doubled their fortunes from
$405 billion to $869 billion”
an increase of S14 million
per hour. As corporate elites
gathered in Davos for a chat
about the wordd economy,
10 corporations alone were
worth $102 trillion, more
than the GDPs of all the
countries in Africa and Latin
America combined.

The world's vast economic
inequality “is no accident”
conduded a top Oxfam of-
fictal. “The billionaire class

I.\' today's world of wide-

slip past these national laws
and  dramatically  reduce
their labor costs by moving
production of goods and ser-
vices to low-wage na-tions.

Although inequalities in
income and wealth have ex-
isted throughout much of
human history, they have
been softened somewhat by
a variety of factors, including
labor unions and in modern
times minimum wage kws,
Designed to provide workers
with a basic standard of liv-
ing, these laws create a floor
bdow which wages are not
allowed to sink. In 1894, New
Zealand became the first na-
tion to enact a minimum
wage law, and pressured by
the labor movement and
public opinion other coun-
tries (inchuding the United
States in 1938) followed its
lead. Today, more than 90%
of the workds na-tions have
some kind of minimum wage
law in effect.

These minimum  wage
laws have had very posi
tive effects upon the lives of
workers. Most notably, they
lifted large numbers of wage
carners out of poverty. In ad-
dition, they undermined the
business practice of slashing
wages (and thus reducing
production costs) to increase
profit margins or to cut pric-
es and gnlb a larger share of
the markel

Even so, the growth of

is ensuring corp de-
liver more wealth to them at
the expense of everyone else”
The growth of multinational
corporations provided busi-
nesses with opportunities to

RASHEKA R

HEN Gukesh won the
World Championship
in chess, apart from all con-
gratulatory messages, one
caught the attention of many,
it was Elon Mask tweet con-
grat-ulating youngest workd
champion. It showed the
grow-ing stature of Indian
chess where top corporate
hon-chos are taking interest
in Indian players’ achieve-
ments. Even western media
had also given wide cover-
age 10 Gukeshs win, Mau-
rice Ashley, the chess com-
mentator, who  supervi lsni

provided  businesses  with
opportunities to dip past
these national laws and dra-
matically reduce their hbor
costs by moving produc.

If, therefore, wages in underdeveloped nations
and In advanced industrial nations are not
keeping pace with the vast accumulation of
capital by the world's wealthiest people and
their corporations, one way to counter this
situation Is to move beyond the disintegrating
patchwork of wage floor efforts by indl-vidual
nations and develop a global minimum wage

tion of goods and ser-vices
o Jow-wage nations. This
corporate offshoring of jobs
and infrastructure gathered
steam in the mid-20th cen-
tury. Initially, multinational
corporations focused on out-
sourcing low-skilled or un-
skilled manufacturing jobs,
which had a negative impact
on employment and wages in
advanced industrial na-tions.,
In the 21st century, however,
the outsourcing of skilled
jobs, particularly in financial
management and IT opera-
tions, rose dramatically. Af-
ter all, from the standpoint of
enhancing corporate profits,
it made good sense to replace
an American IT worker with
an Indian IT worker at 13%

of the cost. The re-sult was
an accelerating race 1o the
bottom,

In the United States, this
export of formerly good-pay-
ing jobs to low-wage, impov-
erished coun-tries combined
with “free trade” agreements,
a corpomate and govern-
ment assault on unions, and
conservative obstruction of
any raise in the pathetically
Jow federal minimum wage
(87.25 per hour) produced
a disaster. The share of pri-
vate sector goods-producing
Jobs at high wages shrank,
since the 1960s, from 42 to
17%. Increasingly, US jobs
were located in the low-paid
service sector. Not surpris-
ingly, by 2023 an estimated

2024 Is India's Era

It all started when Indians won both Men
and Women'’s Chess Olympiad at ludlpoa.

an ex-world Ch

darkest day in chess histo-ry,
But legend Kasparov rebut-
ted his remarks saying that
blunders happen in every

the world ch h
Singapore, clled (mknh a
legend in the making.

While Indians rejoicing in
their players’ achievements,
aftermath incidents in chess
world are linle disturbing
for Indians, Are other coun-
tries fecling envy of Indian
victorles as also those of other
Asian nations, and planning to
sabotage the system and create
confusion? It appears so.

It all started when Indians
won both Men and Women's
Chess Olympiad at Buda-
pest. Kramnik, an ex-world
Champlon complained 1o
Fide officials that the play-
ers were carrying cell phones

to Fide officials that the players were arryln(
cell phones to playing hall. Though he didn’t
accuse Indians accuse directly he raised his
pro-test when India won both the crowns
thus raising doubts about real intentions. For
strange reasons, Carl-sen is also behaving

y after India’s victori

to playing hall Though he
didnt accuse Indians ac-
cuse directly he raised his
pro-test when India won
both the crowns thus raising
doubts about real intentions.
‘The same Kramnik was the
mentor of GMs Gukesh and

Pragnananda  and  oth-er
Indian players carlier. After
Gukesh win, Russian offi-
cial Andrei Filatov accused
Ding Liren of deliberately
losing the match to Guke-
sh. Kramnik also said that
Ding Liren's blunder was the

champ p.

For strange reasons, Carls-
en is also behaving ermiti-
cally after India’s victories
He dida't play in the world
championship this year and
he abso says he will not chal-
lenge Gukesh, showing disre-
spect for the new champion.
He went further saying that
this classical format of chess
is a circus and he didnt want
to be a part of it

In a deliberate attempt
to clash with Fide at World
Rapid & Blitz tournament
a Newyork, he violated the
dress code and unilaterally
declared he was quitting the
tournament midway, even as

43 million Americans lived
in poverty, while another 49
million lived just above the
official poverty line. Linke
wonder that, in this nation
and many others umghl up

made the case for a global
minimum wage, as have a
variety of organizations. For
an appropriate entity to es-
tablish i, they have usually
pomlrd to the International
a Unit-

in cor-porate glob
there was an alarming rise of
right-wing demagogues play-
ing on economic griev-ances,
popular hatreds, and fears,

1f, therefore, wages in un-
derdeveloped nations and in
advanced industrial nations
are not keeping pace with the
vast accumulation of capital
by the world's wealthiest peo-
ple and their corporations,
one way 10 counter this situ-
ation is to move beyond the
disintegrating patchwork of
wage floor efforts by indi-
vidual nations and develop a
global minimum wage.

Such a wage could take a
variety of forms. The most
cgalitarian involves a mini-
mum wage level that woukd
be the same in all nations.
Unfortunatdy, though, given
the wast variation among
countries in wealth and cur-
rent wages, this does not
seem practical. In Luxem-
bourg, for example, the aver-
age yearly per capita purchas-
ing power is 316 times that
of South Sudan, But other
options are more viable, in-
cluding basing the minimum
wage on a percentage of the
national median wage or on
a more complex measure-
ment accounting for the cost
of living and national living
standards,

Over the past decade and
maore, prominent economists
and other specialists have

FIDE clarified that it didn't
disqualify Carlsen from par-
ticipating in the tour-nament.
Carlsen’s actions seemed
to emanate out of his ego
ra-ther than game’s interest.
He had become the Workl
Champion dethroning
Anand in the same format
He didn't have objections at
that time but complaining
about the format now seems
tobe hudicrous, Yes, there was
criticism that world cham-
pionship games have seen
fall in quality. It happens in
every sport. He should real-
ise greats ike Bobby Fischer,
Kasparov faded into oblivion
when they challenged the es-
tablished process which was
accepted by all members,
Controversies are not new
to chess from Casablanca
times to Fischer, Kasparov to
Carlsen, there have been fis-
sures in chess world. Carlsen
should realise that sys-tems
and procedures dont run
according to the whims and
fancies of great players.
When chess was gaining
popularity in India and Chi-
na, Carlsen’s antics will prove
detrimental 1o chess. Sud-
denly raking up these contro-
versies when Indians dom-
inating are the game raises
many doubts whether this

ed \a(xms agency that has
long worked o set interna-
tional labor standards.

The advantages of a global
minimum wage are clear. It
would lift billions of people
out of poverty, thus enabling
them to lead far better lives,
It would reduce the corpo-
rate incentive for offshor-
ing by lmiting the ability of
multinational  corporations
to obtain cheap labor abroad.

By keeping jobs in the
home country, it would aid
unions in wealthy nations
o retain their member-
ships and provide protection
against “corporate blackmail”
the management  demand
that unions ecither ac-cept
contract concessions or get
ready for the shift of cor
porate jobs and production
overseas.

By raising wages in impov-
erished countries, it would
reduce the poverty-driven
mass migration from these
nations and, thereby, deprive
right-wing demagogues in
wealthier countries of one
of their most potent issues.
Of course, higher labor costs
at home and abroad would
reduce corporate profits and
limit the growth of billion-
aires’ wealth and power. But
woukin't these also be posi-
tive developments?

(ttpse//www.
commondreams.org/)

Is world envy of India’s chess success?

legend has become a pawn in
the behind scene chess games
played by unseen forces.

Already, World  Chess
League, first of its kind, was
started by Mahendra Group
in London. The Freestyle
Chess Grand slam begins in
February 2025 and will be
hdd in five contents, Many
corporates are showing in-
terest in sponsoring tourna-
ments, There is a rencwed
interest in chess rising all
aver the workd. Recent world
championship streaming has
considerable viewership on
the internet thus boosting its
popularity. Many IT compa-
nbes are showing keen inter-
est in chess due to latest Al
innovations.

At this juncture, if this
great player had any com-
plaints, it can be addressed
through proper  platform
which FIDE provides. Any
game progresses according to
the valuable inputs given by
such legends but it should not
lead to fracas in the system,

Indian fans should not
be disheartened by the turn
of events. The present gen-
eration of plyers is well
equipped to face any adver-
sity. Definitely, India’s era will
continue and Anand’s kids
are here to stay at the top.

(> LETTERS

Confer Bharat Ratna on Dr Singh

R Manmohan Singh's resurrection of India back from
the deep financial crisis in 1991 as Finance Minis-ter
by laying rock solid foundation stone of economic liber-
alisation. The fruits are being reaped today. His visionary
actions on MNREGA, nuclear deal, Right to Education
and Aadhaar card, food security bill have touched millions
of Indian population. PV Narsimha Rao's sharp eyes and
wisdom helped him pick up Dr Singh for the daunting task
of rescuing the country. The least can be done to express
gratitude is to honour him with Bharat Ratna award.
Buddha Jagdish Rao, Vadlapudi, Vizag

Cong creates fuss over non-issues

VEN before the embers of the funeral pyre of Dr
Manmohan Singh could die down, the Congress s al-
ready into a political slugfest questioning the Centre for
not allotting a memorial for the former PM. The Congress
is needlessly raking up the memorial issue as BIP has con-
firmed that a fitting memorial would be buikt for the first
Sikh PM of the country. Congress is undoubtedly in a
vituperative exercise to always corner and fault-find the
government while the NDA government accorded a befit-
ting funeral accorded to Dr Manmohan Singh. It is better
for Congress 10 recall the shabby way the late PM PVN
had been treated, when his body was allowed to be placed
in the AICC office; let alone a memorial, earmarked for

the PMs of the country in Delhi.
§ Lakshmi, Hyderabad

e

HE Congress party ks well known for creating a fuss
over non-issues. My memory is still fresh about the
manner it treated PV Narasimba Rao after his death
(2004). It did not erect a memorial for him in Delhi. Only
in 2015 did the NDA government accord him a memo-
rial in Delhi at Ekta Sthal which is now inte-grated with
Rashtriya Smrit, a common place for erecting memorials
for former Presidents, VPs, PMs and others.  This being
the history, the Congress party seems to be forgetting its
dirty role and now making a scene over Dr Singh's funeral

and the memorial
Govandhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Incredible debut century by Telugu boy

LL-ROUNDER Nitish Kumar Reddy registered his
aiden test hundred against Australia at MCG by
facing fierce bowling attack. His fabulous and memorable
century helped India to make a respectable total of 369
in the first innings. India was in deep trouble by making
only 191 runs for 6 wickets when he came to crease. At
that time, he played a crucial and everlasting innings. |
hope he will become a promising cricketer for India in
the days 1o come.
RSVP Raju, Bapatla.
e

S 2024 is ending, 21-year-old Nitish Kumar Reddy

bid to the year with a historic century at
MCG in Melbourn saving Indian team from follow-on
with most respectable score. What a play of Reddy with
determination and discipline with total confidence in him
where others failed. A new centu-rion emerged for
Indian cricket team. Selectors rve compliments for
taking risk on this newcomer at the age of 21 years. Sunil
Gavaskar's standing ovation on Nitish century s a great
honour to him which made his father and sister touch the
feet of Gavaskar as a respect and Jove.
JP Reddy, Nalgonda

Strict adherence to dharma crucial

HIS has reference to the article by Aravinda Rao on
‘Dharma. It is the parents who guide their children
from their childhood. They parents may be educated or
uneducated yet they teach their wards to dis-tinguish be-
tween good and bad, safe and unsafe, justice and crime,
injustice etc. When they enter the education, it is their
teachers from LKG to university levels who guide, mould
and show the students cor-rect paths. But, unfortunately,
some take wrong paths like corruption, crime, cheating
and exploitation. When dharma is strict, adharma will

vanish from the society.
Gudipati Anirudh, Secunderabad

T'G must guide investments wisely

T is good for Telangana for having attracted Rs 12,864
crore FDI, ranking 6th in country in attracting for-cign
investments. The investments will create jobs, and thus
usher in economic growth. The FDI inflows is stead-
lly increasing primarily due to l-uc o( b\ninm policy,
costs and invest
1h: state government needs to space lhe new industries
to northern and eastern side of Hyderabad to ensure an
even and sustainable growth of the city.
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

(€22) BENGALURU 0

BBMP instructs people of

Bengaluru to get e-Khata

BENGALURU: A total of 22 lakh e-Khata properties are
available in the BBMP limits of Bengaluru. The Chief Com-
mis-sioner of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagira Palike
(BBMP) has appealed 10 all citizens who have prop-erties
in the BBMP Bmits to get the ¢-Khata distributed by their
BBMP. As directed by Deputy Chief Minister and Banga-
lore Urban Develop Minister DK Shivak ina
visionary manner, BBMP has prepared about 22 lakh draft
e-Khatas 10 provide e-Khatas of their prop-erties toall Ben-
galuru residents and has placed them online. Citizens of all
corporation limits can get their BBMP ¢-Khata. The public
can visit this website https://bbmpeaasthi karnataka gov.in
and get their e-Khata, the announcement said.

BBMP's ¢-Khata is now under the control of the citizens.
To facilitate everyone to get BBMP ¢-Khata, a system has
been made to get e-Khata online through contactless, face-
less contact of the munklpal officials by visiting the BBMP
website hits://bb ka govin,
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VDEEP SU
FORMER AMBASSADOR TO
EGYPT AND UAE

LACK swans, says
Nassim Nicholas
Taleb in his classic
2007 book, are
highly improbable
events that have a high
impact and where we cover
our shock by concocting post-
facto explanations. Applied
to his native West Asia, the
last 15 months have seen the
appearance of more than one
black swan and the high
impact of each is still work-
ing its way through the
regioris fault knes
The massive terror attack
launched by Hamas on Octo
ber 7, 2023, was a black swan
event that initially cracked
the legend of Israel's invin-
cibility. The heavy loss of
life and abduction of over
250 citizens inflicted a cal-
lective sense of trauma on
the Jewish state, accompa.
nied by areckoning that ret-
ribution alone could restore
its sense of security. That
retribution has led to over
45,000 dead Palestinians in
Gaz, some 70 per cent of
them women and children.
And yet, the bloodlust con-
tinues, Every day, day after
day. Social media posts by

.
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Israel soldiers, politicans and
news anchors gloating over
the argy of death and destrue-
tion point toa stunning loss of
humanity in people whose
own sense of history should
have made them more sensi-
tive 1o the sheer injustice of
collective punishment.

Onthe Arabstreet, October 7
was seen as a possible game-
changer, an end to a debilitat-
ing status quo and a hope that
the Iran-led Axis of Resistance
would seize the opportunity
and that Hezbollahand Hamas
woutkd infiiet enough damage
an Isroed to bring it to the nego-
tuting table. They deurly had.
nt anticipated Isruel's willing-
ness 1o use overwhelming and
completely  disproportionate
foroe in the densely populated
avilian aress of Gaza, nor its
ssassination  of  Hamas,
Hezbollah leaders and even of
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, nor the impo-
fence of the intemational cam-
munity o enfirce a censefire.

Thekilling of 1srmail Handyeh
in an lranian safe-house in
Tehsun, of Hassan Nasrullsh in
a basement in Beirut and the
simultaneous  detonation of
thousands of pagers used by
Hezbollah cadres were mini
Hack swans in their own nght,
The fear of Israel's defence
ad intelligence capabilities
waus restored and the lack of a
damaging response from Iran
dashed any wishful thinking
that October 7might lead © a
Puestinian state.

Israel's pursuit of retribution
has been accompanied by a
cavalier disregard of intema-

OPED
Black swans that have shaken West Asia

D SAOIN

Y

They have names. They had dreams.

Mon s 13000 chedren hiled, maryy more sUll under the rubble

WAR CM& The International Criminal Court has isusd armest warmnts agalnst Netanyahu, routoes

tional  humanitarian  bw.
Judges at the International
Criminal Court have issued
arvest warrants aganst Ismeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netmyahu and  former
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant
for war crimes, induding star
vation, murder, targeting of
civilians and persecution. The
International Court of Justice
has also held Israel's contin-
ued occupation of Gaza, the
West Bank and cast Jerusalem
o be completely lllegal
Isradis strident deflance of
these rulings has  been
matched by the Biden admin-
istrution’s staunch defence of
its principal ally in West Asia
oven s Trump 2.0 threatens
sanctions against these inter
national organdsations for thetr
tementy in ating the rule of
lw For many in the Global
South, the Wests contrusting
reactions to Ukraine and Geaza

Formany inthe
Global South, the
West's contrasting

reactions to Ukraine
and Gaza conflicts
mark afitting
requiemto the
rules-based
international order.

mark a fitting requiem to the
T Bt

The euphoria over the unex-
pected flight of Bashar al
Assad to Moscow among oedi-
nary Synans, however, is
temperad by the unsavoury
antecedents of Ahmed al
Sharsa, The HTS leader was
dosdy wlfiliated with al Queda
and there are legitimate ques-
tions about the extenttowhich
his jhadi tendencies were
merely ayouthful indiscretion.

T be fair, he has hardly put
a foot wion g during the three
wedks or 0 since he assumed
power Schools, govemment
offices and markets are func-
tioning with a remarkable
sense of normaley and the
HTS has gone out of its way 1o
reassure  Syda's  sizeable
Christian, Alawite and Druze

that their religious

The improbatieevisceration  nghts and pmmml freedoms
of Hezbollah and di would be respe

of Iran's bluster hasalso had a Aftera brutal civil war that

high impactin Isruel's imme  lasted for over a decade, the

diate neighbourhood.  To
Israel's north, Hezbollah often
acted as a state within a state
and the fading of its dark
shadow opens the possitality
of Lebanon becoming a more
normal state, something that
its beleaguered citizens have
yeamed for decades.

And in Syria, the sudden
weakening of Hezbollah and
Trun areated an equal lyimpeob>
wble opportunity for Hayut
Tahrir alSham (HTS) The
HTS moved out of its strong:
hold in kdib, ook the Aleppo,
Hama, Homs and Damascus
dities in bardy 2 week and top
pled the hated Assad dynasty
that had ruled Syria with n
iron fist for over five decades.

aumrent transition period will
be crucial to get the country
back on its feet and will need
the active suppart of both the
international commu nity and
regional powers.

But this might be a tall ceder
because Turkey, which backed
the HTS, is tiumphantly flex-
ing its musde while Iran is
nuing the demise of a regime
that provided both a strutegic
alignment and aland bridge to
Tehran's Hezbollah partners
in Lebanon. Russia, which
had steadfastly stood with the
Assad regime during the dvil
war, was forced to atandon its
Protégé on account of its own
precccupation with Uk mine.

The departure of Assad now

places & question mark on
Russia’s naval base in Turtus
and its air force base near
Latakia. Despite his custorny
ary swagger ot his yearend
press conference, Russlan
President  Viadimir Putin
finds himself in the uncom
fortable position of having to
negotiate with Turkey over the
fute of its strategic foothold in
the Mediterranean.

Which brings us back to
Ismel and the Pulestinians,
Under Netmyahu, Ismel has
won the war, but hasn't shown
any capacty for winning the
peace. There isnl even a
pence plan on the table, nor a
mwadmap for Geza once G
Ismel withdraws its troops. If
anything, the military success-
esin Gaza, Lebanon, Syra and
Iran have fed ino hubrisand a
sense of impunity.

Leaders of theextreme right
wing factions within the
Netanyahu govemnment now
spenk of beach font homes in
Gaza and annexation of the
West Bank and Syna's Golan
Heights within a Grenter Istud
while Netayshu promises
that after Syna, he will lring
about a regime change in lran,

The black swans of 2024
have deady reshuffed the
geopolitical map of West Asia
and produced some unexpect:
ed winners and losers. The
Tump presidency could be
another black swan just over
the horizon. But dont con-
coct another false narrative to
write off Iran and dorit forget
the Palestinians. Both will
remain critical for peace and
stability in the region.

Syrian crisis gives Islamic State awindow of opportunity

=

VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN
FORMER SPECIAL SECRETARY,
CABINET SECRETARIAT

EGIME change
in any country,

achieved not
through  parlia-
mentary  elec-

tions, introduces consider-
abie instability in the region
This is worrisome to its
neighbours, like what hap-
pened in Bangladesh. It is
more so in Syria, a classic

On December 18, 1985, Abu
Nidal claimed 0 a Fench
paper, ‘Jeune Afrique’, that
hewas helping French covert
goup Action Directe, Basque
separatist group ETA, Irish
Republican Army and Baad-
erMeinhof gang. Abu Nidal
was expelled from Syria only
in 1987, under US pressure.
Consequently, the Syrian
govenment coukd not help
other states, even if they want-
«l, in hostage rescue from
theirtemritory The Washington
Fost Quly 18, 1986) reported
Syrian VicePresident Abdul
Halim Khaddam admitting to
American and French leaders,
with whom he had good rela-
tions, that he could not help
rescue American and French
hostages kidnapped by local

iple of “ung d ter
ritory” or “failed state”, as
defined by American think
tank RAND in 2007
The characteristics of a
“failed state” are lowdevel
administrative  penetmtion
into #ts territory, a lack of
monopoly on the use of force
by permitting dlegal armed
groups, the absence of effec-
tive controls on its land and
sea borders, thus allowing
influence by undestrable for-
eign elements. Syria has been
welcoming foreign temrorists
for years, much before the
start of the Syrian Civil War,
which began in 2011
From the 1960s, Syria
allowed terrorists ke Abu
Nidal, Nozw Mansur Hin-
dawi and George Habash to
freely operate from its land

s as ‘they were
being held in a region outside
Syrian control”. In 2005,
Khaddam exiled himself to
Puris due to differences with

REGIME CHANGE: Syria's de facto leader Ahmed akShama (right) with Qatar minister Mohammed tin
Abdula ziz AHhula i in Damascus on Decomber 23, nw o

period, although in  that
process it meceived consider
able flak from human rights
oganisations. Diplomatically,
Syria openly opposed Sad

Bashar al-Assad dam. T quote noted Middle
Even wn.h this inconstancy,  East scholar Shitley Trlhaml
Syria kecare of West- ol Brookings, Syria
ansensitvtieswhileoffering  manyby sumxnmglf\ Reso-
sanctuary 1o termorists, as in - hution 1441 demanding imme-
the case of notorious merce-  diate Imgi compliance with
nary Carlos the Jackal (Ilich  previous UN resolutions”

Ramirez Sinchez) by forcing
him o be inactive when Hun-
gary expelled him in 1085,
However, # expelled him in
1991 when he showed signsof
Joining lIrag's covent opera-
tions against America as Syria
had opposed Seddam Hus
sein's invasion of Kuwait
Syria’'s  alignment  with
American security policy con-
tinued during the postd/11

Angle, 19 Feud

Covertly, Syria helped the
CIA deal with termorists sus-
pected to be involved in the
W11 attacks. The Canadian
Justice Dennis O'Connor
Commission report 2004-05)
on the “extmordinary rendi-
tion” of Maher Arar a Canadi
an citizen of Syrian origin, to
Syria on the CIA's initiative
and his harsh interrogation
and incarceration by Syrian

I'he al-Sharaa
govemment must
ensure that the ISIS

does not make
acomeback.

agencies for one year is an
example of covert intelli
gence cooperation between
the two countries.

All these factors should be
kept in mind while assessing
the long-term stability of the
new  govemment under
Ahmed al-Sharaa alias Abu
Mohammed al- Jolani, leader
of Hayat Tahrir alSham
(HTS), He was once the chief
of ‘al-Nusra', an alQaeda
front. True, American officials
are expressing a new comfort
level, as is evident from the
statements of US diplomats
Barbara A Leaf and Roger D
Carstens on December 20,
which has led to the scrap-
ping of a $10million reward
for al-Sharaa's arrest.

Apart from the possibility
of future clashes with Turkey

over the Kurds, who are sup-
ported by America, the new
akSharaa government must
ensure that the Islamic State
(ISIS) does not make a come-
back, not just in Syria but
also the entire region. There
is aview that some hardliners
within the HTS are not yet
reconciled in supporting the
leadership’s “more moderate
and prgmatic approach”,
This is because some of the
Chechen, Balkan and Central
Asian jihadists are still
among the HTS's rank and
file. It is quite possible that
ISIS “could seek 0 poach
these militants and bring
them into their fold™

The Soufan Centre, which
has been mostly correct in the
past in its assessments about
the ISIS in that region, has
flagged some scenanios in its
brief dated Decermnber 18 2004,
It says: “The cumrent environ-
ment in Syria is talormade
for the Islamic State toexploit
inan offort to help facilitate its
comeback and resurgence,
not just in the country but
across the region”.

Firstly, # says that ISIS
attacks in Syria alone had
“Uripled from last yem™ to
about 700 for 2024. The ISIS
has also improved “in sophis-
tication, increased in lethality
and become more dispersed
peographically”. Secondy, it
would take advantage of the
intracoalition  (anti-Assad)
fights between Turkey-backed
Synian National Ammy (SNA)
and Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDP), a Kurdish militia

QUICK CROSSWORD [ supokuv |

tucked by America

Soufan says the Kurds came
under attack in Kobani and
Manby, aided by Turkish
drones and other miltary
assets. It adds that in northern
Syria, a tenuous ceasefire
between the SNA and the
Kurds is holding on. Thereare
fears that the Kurds might
lose Kobani, a "geographically
and symbeolically important™
area. The SDF is also facing
major challenges in Deir ez
Zaow, with Sunni Arabs protest-
ing against its rule in Raqqa
and AlHasakah.

If Kurdish troogs (SDF) are
removed from guarding the
prisons and detention centres,
there is a strong possitility of
the ISIS trying to strike, as it
did between January 20 and
30, 2022, at Al-Hasakah
prison. This was a spectacular
attack by the ISIS after it lost
termitories in Syria in 2019,
During this attack, 200 to 300
ISIS fighters broke into the
security ring of 9,000 SDF sol-
diers, supported by the US
und UK s air forces, and freed
400 prisoners using suicide
bombers and weapons. This
fight had given a great prope
ganda edge tothe ISIS.

Soufen predicts that it willbe
to the advantage of the ISIS o
the US decides to withdrow its
forves, as announced by Press-
dent-dect Donald Trump. In
that case, the responsibility of
propping upthe al-Sharm gov-
emment will rest with Ankam.
This view is endorsed by
BBC's Orla Guerin.

Views are personal
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tion slowing
States should fine-tune policies accordingly

OMESTIC migration is slowing in India,
according to @ working paper released
recently by the Economic Advisory Coun-
il to the Prime Minister The total number
of migrants in the country has dropped by
11.78 per dtothe 2011 Ce fi This
mntmmmmmﬁmmmm-‘
nmdm;:ﬁwympﬂsﬁmlowkmmwm
districtorstate. Thi i being attrik

pe
A Bream whe
where

high migration has traditionally been taking place.
West Bengal and Rajasthan have emerged as the
new migrant destination hotspots, while Uttar Pradesh,
Mnh:uhhmdhhdhyn Pradesh akso ngumumng
thetop five. Itis such as Punjab
Haryana — which have high stakes in the agricultural
and industrial sectors — are not so attractive to
migrants. This is partly due to tensions between locals
and ‘outsiders’. Migrants would rather not live and
mrkmnnu\memlwmihmmmwmdn-
need 0 unds d the
gxomdmllx which has serious implications such as
labour shortage and higher production costs.
Mymmuihmﬁrm\mmwmm
gowth.and dy
tant dociidind wiric ln pticolis Howivir
suchas the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the Pradhan Mantri
Ganb Kalyan Yojana have changed the demographic
dynamics. It was MGNREGS that helped milbons of work-
ersstay afloat after they trudged badk to their villages dur-
uﬂleCmeloddmnnm&Mﬂum
jon has not dout tobe Vari
ous states must take this shift into consideration while
framing or reviewing pdmmwuﬂyshxldheto

gains while

Assault on Aravallis

Scrap kilns add to the devastation

HEmajestic Aravalli hills, a crudal ecological
barrier against dﬂatﬂwm mmnue o
Even

bear the bruntof

asthe mountains areenduring the ravages of

illegal mining, it has come to the fore that the
fragile ecosystem is also under attack from scrap mafia
Illegal portable waste kilns along the Rajasthan-Haryana
barder burn vehicle scrap, especially rubber tyres, emit-
ting toxic fumes. The noxious gas is not only polluting
mel:vmu'ammhxlllmdhplmn;mldlleard
h the health of local

MMuum&\dbynhdldmwﬂy
di between F

Mmewaemmapauewﬂlmm mu:h
like their mining Villagers'
ﬂnnpolmmu'dhﬂhhhn-dtmmwlhhmw
cratic inertia. Efforts by law enforcement sutharities to
tackle the dlegal portable kilns are hobbled due to staff
shortages and unclear boundaries. Unsurprisingly, such
administrative lapses have embaldened the culprits,
mem-abnbymuﬁwhtbn

Haryana's Forest Mi
MMBMMMWoMNI
pmunedmmuuwl not suffice. Mmm.mmhbtn-
ton s this Ak

surveillance technologies, such as geospatial mapping and
Aravallis. In addtion, stringent penalties and swift legal

with and to repart viokti
ia L The Amvall Rokion

for milbons of local residents. They are crucial to regulating
i = e lowi

their destruction for shortderm gains is an environmental
injustice that future will not forgive. Resal
action is needed tosave this ireplaceable treasure.
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Dr Singh faced criticism with grace

He was a shrewd player of other people's vanities, disarming them with effusive praise

TN NINAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

first met Manmohan

Singhin 1981 Asareporter

for Business Standard n

Delhi, 1 had accompanied

my bureau chief to meet
the membersecrtary of the
wereold friends, and as we saton
the sofs in the expansive office,
my boss noticed that the leather
upper of Dr Singh's well-polished
shoe had a tearat the crease. Why
don’t you get new shoes, my
bureau chief asked in friendly
banter Dr Singh's response was
that with the savings from his
last UNassignment, he had built
a house for himsell. Now he
needed to save for getting his
daughters married.

Shontly afterwards, I visited
another member of the Commis-
sion at his home. The distin-
Ruished scentist apologised for
not being able o offer me a cup
of tea. Sugar has become so

R Ty

. i
TOUGH JOB: He headed a rickety coalRion government in which every partner did what & wanted. rat moto

But there can be Ettle doubt that
the critical event signalling a new
era for Indiawas Dr Singh's 1991
Budget in which he quoted Vie-
tor Hugo to say that no power on
earth could stop an idea whose
time has come, and ended with
the ringing words, “Letthe whole
world hear it loud and dear India
is now awake. We shall prevail
We shall overcome.”

As though to balance things
out, Dr Singh got more aritic

Dr Singh got more
criticism than he
perhapsdeserved for
some of the things that
happened under his
prime ministership.

than he perhaps deserved for
nmdﬂr&myﬂmhwtmd

Such were the times, when
people even at the apex of the
government lived modest lives
on modest salaries in an econo-
my known globally for poverty
and domestically for shortages
and controls of every kind. And
such was the economy that Dr
Singh released from controls in
1991, Producers now chase con-
sumers, as they should.

In truth, Dr Singh got more
than his fair share of credit for
what was done in 1991, As he
himself once said in an interview,
itwas ateamefYort, and everyone
— hun the mostly unsung PV

He
hndhun dealt a very difficult
hand: A rickety codition govern-
ment in which every partner did
what it wanted, a go

give Mrs Gandhi her due, she
was the ori ‘many of the
Dr Singh government’s big ini
tiatives, like the Right to Infor-
mation, the rural employment

and the

ment would not be highlighting
economic reforms in its election
manifesto, he paused for a
moment before asking: “What
else is there to talk about?™
Commentators have referred to
Dr Singh's humility. Yes, he had
ahumble manner that came nat-
wrally, but I have long suspected
that in his own estimation he
stood taller than those around
him — with good reason. Ifit was
50, he had the good sense tokeep

interviews. When meleasing the
first book published by the news-
paper’s short-ived books divi-
sion, he said that he understood
the criticism for what his govern-
ment fadled to do, but added that
the paper should at least give
credit to the government forwhat
it did achieve. It was a fair point.
The criticism woeth recalling
was by Ashok V Desai, a contem-
porary and friend of Dr Singh's
ot Cambridge. As a sharp and
acerbic columnist at Business
Standard, Desai wrote in 1995 or
thereabouts that Dr Singh was
personally honest but tolerated
corrupt people around him. Dr
Singh called me to protest, ask-
ing how he could defend himself
against such aiticsm. 1 told
him that the author was his
friend and I would get Desai to
speak to him. Many years
before Desaitold me that
Dr Singh had finally fargiven
him. But the fact is that Desai
had put his finger on the spot.
Still, the freeairthatwe breathed
found reflection in how people
spoke at an event in Vigyan Bha-
van for releasing a festschrift in Dr
Singh's honour, co-edited by Isher
Judge Ahluwalia and Dr Singh's
tutor at Oxford, kan Litte
A had be

this self well hidden.
In fact, he was a shrewd player of
other people’s vanities, disarm-
ing them with effusive praise —
as | saw more than once. This
came out wrong in the over-the-

hamstrung by the need for sup-
port from obstructive Commu-
nists, a Cabinet in which many
ministers owed their loyalty to
Sonia Gandhi, not tothe PM, and
Mrs Gandhi herself who kept
some of the reins in her hand and
created a dyarchy. Dr Singh was
in office, but not really in power
orin full control.

And yet, he failed to provide
thlauktshml}nlwuh-mk
While he d that

Right to Food. Dr Singh himself
seemed to have run out of ideas
of his own, except for the can-
celling of farmers’ debt.

In the end, what remains with
you are his personal qualities.
‘The transparent integrity and
sense of public purpose, the
decency and courtesy that
marked every meeting, the

ding and wis-

top that he made o
George W Bush at alunch in Del-
hi's Taj Palace hotel, when he
told the visiting US President
that all of India loved him, or
words to that effect.

He did the same with Michel
Camdessus, the IMF managing
director who had sanctioned the
lifesaving loan in 1991, Later at
a dinner in Delhi when
Camd had come visiting,

depth of
domlh-!ndlqiw!dnevﬁy

pol-
itics is the art of the possibtie, he
did not assert himself and

in the industry and
ministries — played their roles,
including Yashwant Sinha, who
as Finance Minister under Chan-
dra Shekhar did the firefighting
to stave off bankruptcy until the
Rao govemment was sworn in.

expand

—ulmﬂkbddloldh'mdxr-
ing a frank but friendly personal
interaction. His response was
that he had no political ambi-
tions. It was an odd thing for a
Prime Minister to say. And to

le that showed his ability to
laugh evenin tryingtimes. What
remains also is the obvious
regard in which he was held by
leaders of stature such as former
Singapore PM Lee Kuan Yew.

And he could say a lot with a
few words. Back in 1996, when 1
mentioned that the Rao govern-

Dr Singh was typically effusive
in praise, referring to his guest (if
memory serves me right) as Sic
Perhaps this was just an Indian
mannerism. But, sitting there, [
felt that no finance minister of
India should be addressing an
IMF executive in that manner
When faced with criticism, he
was all grace, never referring to it
in personal meetings or during

Ultimately, all economic processes are meant to serve the interests of our people. — Manmohansingh

of the spealers at mew;x;d
while I said what I wanted to say. 1

an
event 1o honour the PM would see
speakers aitiising his govern-
ment © his face and then joining
him atdinner! Such was the free-
dom of the imes.

It has been my good fortune as
a journalist 1o have been able to
interact with Dr Singh as often
as 1 did over 35 years, enjoying
his warmth and courtesy, leav-
ing every meeting with fresh
awareness of his wisdom and, for
all the criticism that [ directed at
him and his government, always
having the greatest respect fora
truly great son of India. His pass-
ing has been for me a more sad-
dening event than that of any
other public figure.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

TAHORE, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30,1924

Natal Boroughs ordinan

WITH Illtnunl given by the Govemnh(knutl of the South
African Domi 1o the Natal B h i the Indi-
an probk a serious de not only in Natal
hnl the whale of South Africa. By the enactment of this dis-
abling law, all those Indians who do not possess the munici-
pal franchise at present will find the door to that franchise
slammed in their face, although almost all of them have
scquired a domicile in that clony, having been bomn of par-
ents who have been carrying on business there or have settled
without any intention of returning to India. The significance
and sweeping nature of this provision will be evident when it
is borne in mlndlhnl the en‘m lﬂhu  measure would belo
Indians as also all those young people at Itnpnmllmewho
have not so far soquired the right to the franchise. The num-
ber of Indian electors would thus gradually diminish till —
and that is not at all a very faroff time — the Indian would
entirely vanish from the vonm list and stand helpless inthe
matter of the pr g ofhis various inter-
ests — commercial, social -nd dhel in ll'e cmc Bfeof the
land he has made hi vhi

conditions he has sweated so long Nor is this the only obnox-
ious feature of this reprehensible measure, which is a “breach
dhlh onthepmdmeUMonGovunmmL since the Natal
d to Indians at the time
when they wuvdeprwed of the parlamentary franchise.

Ameeting with
the ace reformer

RajAN Kasuvar
£ De Manmohan Si

arop
Iuml’cn meeting with me, then alow
lycﬂk‘ddnmmlm”wlmhmw‘
Punjab R state was
mnn!ymdﬂﬂ!hndul ‘srule, an elected government headed
by Beant Singh d office. The new g faced two
critical challenges: ar.h\vudmhdlnbemnd;mun
state was facing a financial crisis, having landed ina debt trap. The
smnwnmx\hﬂ url\aepvmmtdd nothave
its day-to-<day
lm:mﬂ\mwmﬂbﬁmhm\wwum
Secretary. Having little i Ttookan
unprecedented dedision to write a letter to then Union Finance
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, pleading that he may educate me
in my new assignment. At that time, the brilliant Finance Minis-
ter had initiated reforms to the
policy, PP : be and 1th
try from outright bankruptey. Thanks to the visible success of the
bold measures, Dr Singh was hailed intemationally as an ace
reformer. Tomy astonishment, within a week of my SOS, he sum-
moned me to his office in North Block of the Central Secretariat.

‘Where in the world, I reasoned, would [ find a better guide than
the great Doctor of economics in setting the finances of the state
in order? I Bttle realised that in ching the Finance Minister
directly, I had breached official protocol. Wearing his trademark
starched white khadi and light blue turban, and punctual to the
minute, Dr Singh received me warmly, even welcoming my
unusual enterprise. His manner was that of a learned Oxbridge
don, suave and measured in his words.

AsTbegan my litany of financial woes, he cut me short and intro-
duced me to a dapper South Indian academician, Prof Raja J
Chelliah, Chairman of the National Institute of Public Finance
and Pulicy (NIPFP). My meeting had lasted just 20 minutes. The
tadturn Dr Singh assured me that the NIPFP would provide con-
sultancy on financial reform free of cost.

On Dr Singh's direction, the NIPFP's experts promptly
travelled to Punjab and submitted a comprehensive report
within months. When then CM Beant Singh asked for his

Dr Singh ded with a 1i "'Purunbn
1 , but fi 1

it

It meant that while the people of Punjab were enterprising,
the government had let them down. The strategy demanded
discipline and perseverance. Sadly, the government imple-
mented just a fraction of Dr Singh's recommendations. With
the assassination of Beant Singh, the reform package lost
steam. The fault lay with successive state governments,
which dared not swallow a bitter pill.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A testament to resilience

Refer to ‘Lessons that MMS taught us’(The
Great Game), Dr Manmohan Singh's lega-
cy offers pdound Iulau 'n Ieduship.
Hi:
despite political adversity, showcased his
visionary policy. His quiet dignity in the
face of media trials illustrates the grace

his staff. A few days later, I received aletter
signed by the Prime Minister, acknowledg-
ing my letter. Such was Dr Singh — simple,
humble and an intellectual of standing.

LT GEN HARWANT SINGH (RETD), BY MAIL

A tribute to the ex-PM
H:vm; seen |he Partition first hand, Dr

under
ship. His efforts towards peace with Pak-
istan, though not fully realised, remind us of
the potential of diplomacy. He taught us
that in a diverse nation like India, leader-
shipmust transcend petty divisions, foster-
ing unity and inclusivity. His tenure stands
as a testament to resilience.

AMANJOT KAUR, MOHALI

Misjudging Manmohan Singh
Ampud lamlhnmlsumhlul
vilifica-
morns.mmmmaw
India’s future. The media and political
opportunists tried to undermine his states-
i ontl o thcka

economy of the country lay asunder when
he entered office as the Finance Minister.
The New Industrial Policy was put into
place and the economy qaemd up. When
the UPA d to form the
it chose Dr Singh as the PM. One of the
biggest achievements of his rule was the
introduction of MGNREGA. He also initiat-
«d friendly ties with Pakistan. The game-
changer in foreign relations during his
tenure was the defence agreement signed
with the Bush administration in 2005 and
the civil nuclear cooperation agreement in
2008. He was called names, mocked and
i were levelled against him fre-

Despite
the Left, Dr Singh persisted with radical poli-
cies like the IndiaUS dvil nuclear deal,
securing India’s global standing. His diplo-
matic efforts to foster peace with Pakistan
and initiating border talks with China mir
rored his vision for India'’s progess. Our
leaders must emulate his

quently, but he always evaded these witha
smile — neither reacting nor responding.
The world is surely less kind without him.

BHAVUK SHARMA, BY MAIL
A mixed legacy
D" han Singh was a person with a

unity and devel divisive politics
to ensure India's prosperity.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

An impactful interaction
Then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

of what ailed the Indi-
mmmnynlilhlmhadntﬂmuﬂe
was a person who understood what battles
were not worth fighting for while focusing
on what was important. He let Sonia Gand-
hi d the PM's office. He lacked the

was on a visit to Chandigarh when I sought
ameeting with him. He listened to me with
rapt . 4 N

to
the issues | raised regarding ex-servicemen.
However, there was no staff officer with him
to record the details. I was d that

Machiavellian qualities to run the office of
the PM, only because he was made to act
like a puppet. Had he come through the
ranksafter intense struggle, he wouldn'tbe
lhenunwendmn but perhaps a more

m!hmntmldnﬂthonumud.url’u

d inded PM — better or not,
Mnkmwnﬂedmhu best within the dr-

most of th .So.1
dendedlownulnDtSullh recalling our
meeting and listed out the points that Thad
raised. I was a little h that my

he had. His own par-

ty was his Achilles heel and prevented him

from realising his vision — which was right,
ded, people-centric and inclusive.

letter may not be brought to his attention by

VIKAS KUTHIALA, GURUGRAM

Letirs 10 the Ediibe, typed in double space, Should not exceed the 200-word Smit.
ad N
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Slow lane

Govt should consider recalibrating auto PLI
scheme’s design and provide more support

HE PRODUCTION-LINKED INCENTIVE (PLI)scheme for the auto-

mobile and auto componmu Indmlrywn hundwd with much

fanfare in 2021. It was heralded as

position the country as a global manu{aclurlng hub for advmud
automotive technologies. Yet, three years in, the progress remains under-
whelming. The recent data from the mlnl:lry of heavy lnduurle: (MHI)

HE INFORMAL SECTOR in
India dominates agriculture
and allied services, the non-
agricultural  sector, and
micro, small, and medium

:hmlhnmlylluum{"’ app d L (he
dated 50%d wdition (DVA) got Thi hemajor
ityof the players have not qualified for Inthi hesch

could be revisited to assess whether or not the targets for DVAare realistic or
vdmhntheappmchshouldbedlﬂzrenulmgﬂhu

If the PLI for it based
othersuchpl 1 i 4
blyand btcomlng part o( lheglobal valuechaln :hould yrobablybe the ﬂm

which

d. serves as aguide,

priority. The focus on -uumg value y bly come later.
Inthe caseof tp qui tonddvalue locally that
Apple’ tmanu d y dtoful-
fil.Instead, theyare required to meet I salesand prod tar-

gets,on thebasis of a base year that has been fixed as 2019-2020,Tobe sure,
the local content added is monitored as are the number of jobs created but
they are not the criteria for dhbunlng incentives. I-)tpnru of smartphones
have been risingandthe d ddith goneup from lowsin-
gledigits in the nitial years toaround 20%.

There snodhpum that on paper.thuulo PLIscheme is a visionary step

towards p g the f g of zero lon vehicles, such as
battery clectric vehicles and hydmgen fucl cell vehidu. Wlt.h a budgeury
w(hyo{tzs 938 crore over fivey P

that achieve stringent DVA ta the scheme intends to reduce depen»

dence on imports, enhance te nology transfer, and bolster India’s green

mobility goals. However, given the current pace of progress the government

may want to reexamine the scheme to assess whether there are structural
i ‘hurd]u"“' d to beadd

P

except In finance, public
admlnlnnunn. and defence, and the

Cunvn(ly. data on the sector s available
h A

(NAS) and the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) for 2015-16 and
2022-23. The intervening pmod had
thon
wide goods and services tax, and the
Covid-1 which make the two

@® POLL BUGLE
Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal
BJP has already lost the elections. They don't
have a chief ministerial face or even proper
candidates. They only aim to win through
manipulation, but we won't let them succeed

® DECODING THE NUMBERS
NAS DATA ON INFORMAL SECTOR DOESN'T REFLECT POLICY FALLOUT BETWEEN 2015-16 & 2019-20

Rising capital intensity

R GOPALAN N3
MC SINGHI

The authors are former civil servant:

5.2%,and 4.6% respectively, lower than
the rate of inflation during this period.
Increase in the number of enterprises
could be due to a lack of alternative job
opportunities and a fallback position.
The aforementioned information is
d with the NAS for the formal

ts perfectly comparable.

The all-India survey of unincorpo-
d

and informal sector for these two years in
the table, from which the following con-
clisak kit

for 2015-16 estimated the total num-
ber of enterprises at 63.4 million in
manufacturing, trade, and other ser-
vk:ﬂ em loyingatotal of 111.3 million

fixed assets per establish-
mnl were estimated at €2.3 lakh and

First, in terms of the two parameters
of net capital stock (NCS) and gross value
added (GVA), the informal sector, as

1 18).

ing the resilience of this sector to with-
stand policy changes.

Second, the concept that the informal
sector has low capital intensity is also

Informal sector growth of over 800, pri-
marily because agriculture has not seen
capital deepening in most areas, Con-
struction Is another sector with similar
dift: Pt

returns, But in the core informal sectors
of trade, transport, manufacturing, and
other services, the formal sector has bet-
terreturns in services,while the informal
sector has better returns in manufactur-
Ing, However, the NSSO-IS depicts very
high returns because of lower capital
Intensity, Surprisingty,the NAS-FS for the

q thedata, p
ital intensity, as indicated by the ratio of
capital stock to GVA for the informal sec-
tor, Is lower it has been catching up. Fur-
ther, if we exclude the agriculture sector,
which is mainly within the informal sec-
tor, the capital intensity of the non-agri-
culture sector according to NAS Is higher
for the informal sector in 2022-23. It has

performed the Informal sector, as
reflected in NSSO data (NSSO- ISLInfxl.

value added per t €1.8 lakh.
In the survey for 2022-23, the number
of establishments increased to 65 mil-
lion (at an average annual rate of 0.4%)
butemploymentdeclined to 109.6 mil-
lion (at an average rate of 0.29%). Manu-
facturing enterprises faced the brunt of
this decline. The value added per enter-
prise,value added per person employed,
and fixed assets per enterprise show a
annual increase of 3.9%,

Theack bigplay hestablished supply chains, such as
‘Tata Motors, Mahindra & Mahind AMTVS Motor C d
nent champions like Bosch India and mlpm VS
Technologles, Chall like inadequate supply chaln infrastructure, lim-
Iltdivaihbilltyof d d i lly,and the

steep leamlng curve for new entrants m adzpt to h|gh -value manufactur-

s g that around 12 com-
pmlm, tuding11 P 4 adnd
did not malw.my duﬂng!heﬁm twnymnof
thescheme's rollout. The lack of p, signals
the scheme’s objectives and the gm\md mallUn faced by stakeholders. For
linitial i h,while
mhm may lack mnﬂdence in the domestic maﬂm 's capacity toabsorb
The g should ider recali-

brating the scheme’s rlulgn and pmvldc morte support, especially for new
enmnu and nmaller playun. Pcrlups Ihe DVA criteria can be eased wllh a

g DCTeS eth B g play
ers e

ag

Dollar dominance key to
US debt and deficits

THE ECLIPSE OF the dollar, and with it the ability of the US to borrow on a scale
that would cripple any other country, has been long predicted. For at least half a
century, sceptics have counted on something — or someone — coming along to
knock American assets from their perch, Dun t plan fora uqukm Just yvt

Might the moment of
Donald Trump, who has dissed the dollar as much as defended it, and Is pulhlng
an unabashedly expansionist fiscal policy? Interest rates on 10-year US govern-
ment bonds, the global benchmark, did climb after the election. Yields are, how-
ever, still significantly lower than they were for most of the 1990s, the heyday of
the so-called Great Moderation, the pmud after lhe Cold War characterised by
benign inflation, modest fi the
state should be less, not more, involved in economic life,

So the greenback lsn't coming undone anytime soon. Its dumlnanu goes

TRACK RECORD

Net capital stoc

the NAS-IS h.

sector as well (NAS-FS). The NAS-IS rlau
not reflect the adverse impact of policy
changes between 2015-16 and 2019

20 The Impm was the same as that on

s ofth

the formal sector with an
increase in capital intensity from 3.64 in
2015-16t04.57 in 2022-23.The capital
intensity of the formal sector increased
from 3.84 to 4.10 during this period.
Compared to the NSSO-IS, the capital
intensity of NAS-FS s very high.

Third, if we compare ¢ the return on

thecom
parable NAS-IS at 10.06% was more
than double the growth of the NSSO-15.
The growth of the formal sector, mea
sured by overall GVA at 9.95%, was also
lower than the informal sector, indicat

pital inten-
my and defined as GVA/NCS‘lDO).lM
returns are not unambiguously one-
sided. The agricultural formal sector hasa
return of under 10% (lower than the
overall GVA growth), compared to an

(Capital stock & value added of formal/informal sectors, NAS)

(ter)

518 600 | 985 757

industry 13,806,383 26652356 | 2665664 | 4ul1sub

Services 12971,775 28993131 4,301,718 9,121,014 3.02 318 1218 11.33
Total 28,000,384 57,704,558 | 7,078,896 | 13748730 | 397 420 1083 995

Informal sector
industry 1578607 41334 | 1300585 | 2372319 | 143 208 | 1726 1160
Services 10713502 25378562 @ 2,278,999 | 4,239,794 4.70 599 1311 927
Total 14885102 35129945 n 322 | 1308 1029
Formal/informal NAS sector excluding agriculture & informal NSSO sector

NAS informal 12,292,109 30,189,676 | 3379584 | 6612113 3.64 457 1370 10.06
NSSO informal 1469864 2069460 | 1153151 | 1,549,240 127 134 501 431
NAS formal 26,778,158 55,645 485 6,967,382 13,542,660 384 410 11.01 098

I sector shows better
mmml(ll 37% in 2022-23) than the
NAS-IS at 21.9%, Higher returns seen in
the NAS numbers in the services sector
may partly be due to public administra-
thon and defence, which has an exclusive

in the formal sector, and which
Invambly has a lower rapual intensity

capi-
tal em Iay
m policy implications of the analy-
sisare very different than we are familiar
with, First, given the increasing capital
intensity of the NAS-1S, which is actually
thecredit
flow and institutional capital flows are

out collateral. In fact, non-agricultural
NAS-IS Is graduating to formalisation
faster than NSSO data would like us to
believe.Secondly,given the employment
per enterprise in the informal sector,
which the Periodic Labour Force Survey
data also confirms, nearly 50% of total
enterprises (formal and informal) are
own account enterprises, which makes
the factoring of services and digitisation
even more relevant for the informal sec-
tor. Third, given the data differences
between NSSO and NAS numbers, policy
options are significantly different and
often deviate to different directions. The
difference between NSSO and NAS data
Is not confined to the informal sector
alone, but are of the same magnitude in
data relating to private consumption
expenditure. The ministry of statistics

A hould

attempt to reconcile the differences
quickly. Fourth, our analysis definitely
points to reallocation of resources for
optimising return from uplul arela-

tively in Y.

Abreakout year for renewable energy

SRIVATSAN IYER

Global CEO, Hero Future Energies

The sector saw several milestones in 2024, govt
focus on grid modernisation and ramping up
transmission connectivity critical ahead

ASADEVELOP)

i

economic gmwth India has made ev;-ry

‘srobust

gmwth.n it :ﬁ‘ﬁm to accord top pri-

infrastructure. Green hydrogen and its

talk. This is

perhaps hm Illunratcd by the scale at
which it has expanded its renewable

are an area where India can

dumd policy Come
2025, we keenly await the government’s

potential it has to
emerge as a glalnl chnmplm Given the

d/orlead to higher reall-

sed tariffs, as developers include these

risks in their project investments and
returns,

It will be great to see more innovative

y(RE)capacity. Th
BY P

beyond an official desire for a strong dollar, a weak one or
The currency's pivotal role is tightly woven into the fabric of the modern econ

omy. It accounts for the majority of global reserves and Is one side of about 90%%
of foreign-exchange trading, The bulk of cross-border loans are in dollars, as is a

20241n particular has been a breakout
year where several milestones were
reached, as India continued to take large

up which isa
critical enabler to drive d RE

miknplvgunh theyearahead.

and RE funds, pluvldlnguaddmnml
We

capacity growth. The need of the hour is
simplification and acceleration of pro-

Ing everyday as we speak; and we can
expect to see implementation of energy

can also look forward to 2025 setting the
stage for a more Aatmanirbhar RE sector

prop: amount of anhing comes close, despite China's strides enroute Mission 500 gigawatt censes like signing of pmvzr portfolios of complex RE inIndia, as the production-linked incen-
the past f huffling notwith- (Gw)by 2030.During the: purchase ag oy - and storage projects, open tive scheme helps set up a robust domes-
nindlng  forelgners hold trllllmn of dollars of US deb( alotof it In treasuries. capacity crossed the 200 Gw power md As forRE  access projects, and green k lar,
g dat 214 Gwhy end,a the hydrogen and wind, b y storagy and
What's ofts pok d even wished for isthatat 14% jump over last year. In We must bination of [T  cAtering to various com- hydrogen value chatns, This will help
some point this ride will end and Americans will alone, India added 2.3 Gw of new RE also continue to advance merclal and industry seg- derisk the supply chain, minimise supply
confront the same hard cholces as other nations, capacity, which is four times what was  digital capabilities, focusing with battery ments, bottlenecks, lower cost volatility to a
This underscores an important part of the dol- added last November. ondata analytics and artifi- storage will be - degree, and ensure that the speed of
lar's appeal: the attraction of US securities, relative The ministry of new and P jal to and capacity growth is not compromised, as
to any other option, Right now, no other currency encrgy'sbiddingtrajectoryof 50Gwof RE  performance, predictmain- o0 o reliability challenges: the we strive to achleve our 2030 target.
offers such a deep md safe pool of liquid assets, pacity 1y Y T il tenance needs, and max- bigger picture The industry and clean energy belong
China, often cited likely to chal- the sector, ensuring there won't be any Iimise performance. ln our future, And lnr lhll a forward-
lenge US pre-eminence, dlllrulu matk!n The lowing of hy future. Two growth keep I RE Is a highly capital-intensive sector, not
yuan is subject to all kinds Theserlesof! d in h g yearare of energy hecap P with  just toad.\p( to technology trends, but to
DAN'EL Moss parameters on trading set by the central bank to a large part by the private sector, have storage solutions with solar and wind i lead with
curbs on what investors can take in and out of the made this sector more worthy of invest- pawenndl!wanwnmo(gmhy&o of the asset. As such, a continuous flow of T
Woomberg mumry,md how easily. ment for continued expansion, with a gen funds is needed to keep the low-carbon future. As the government
Sowith th does it whether steady inflow of funds from privateand  to-, abate sectors.As demand forREgmwl, wheels of the sector turning, Even as we ket I
lheoa:upanl of lMOvalOlﬂcuxpnmly favounamongdolhr,mbmd mantra public investors, the combination of information technol- see capacity ramping up, volatility and  willsee 2025 scriptinganother successful
din 20167 » ” ogy with battery. storage will be entnlhl uncertainty in interest rates, forex rates, story in India's RE journey.
ments of Intent, lhcy often luve an underlying goal or reflect trends in capital 2025 and bey Opp >4 to ensure and policy changes across countries that
flows. Robert Rubin, the treasury chief who dmlopcd the *strong dollar” policy, It is essential that we credit the gov- ply of power, as well as allowing lncba 1P L pp it Views are personal
seldom swerved from hisline — and was
Also remember that Rubin and his iuccellot, Larry Summers, weren't averse to
occasionally selling the dalhr Pray allsm layed a big role. Trump's riffs about
- y selling Pangenntisen plaped A g o THE EDITOR
cholce of words s hnhg. l! s no( In his interest for the dollar to collapse. .

Nor does it suit rising powers to have the kind of meltdown that would surely Befitting tl'lbute left an indelible mark on the nation's tribute. it reinforces the vital role of due to the slow-paced drafing of
accompany a ngﬁme change in tha cmm\quvdd lﬂhednlln ceased to be taken progress, The special coverage media in preserving and celebrating rules by the states, Afew states and
serlously, p to They have sig 1 would like to commnnd FEforits honours the breadth and depth of his the legacies of great leaders. Union Territories are still finalising the
USsD: I and th thl tribute to career, acknowledging not only his ~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali draft rules. The government has given
prosperous and the Chinese and Indhn economies hm  swollen to be big phycm, former Prime Minister and renowned role in economic reforms but also his an uitimatum for completing the work

their relative use the dollar economist Manmohan Singh. Singh's integrity, humility, and commitment to
That'swhytw impact on India’s economic public service. It is rare for any leader
the BRICS nations. A ifit hipprnul all. transformation, both as finance to receive such comprehensive
Perhaps, the only place that un dethrone the dollar is the US itself and every- minister and later as PM, has been recognition, and it speaks volumes
one will have a lot to lose. Absent a huge self-inflicted wound, such as '3 ble. His policies, about the enduring of

sanctions so much that the search for a serious alternative gathers real momen-
tum, the dollar will muddle along. The world will keep wishing it were otherwise
~ until it considers the alternative.
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during critical junctures, and vision for
amore globally integrated india have

Singh's contributions in shaping
maodern India. Thank you for the

Labour codes

Apropos of "All states, UTs to draft
labour code rules by March” (FE,
December 29), despite the need for

by March 2025. Quick moves by the
central and state governments al
can implement this long awaited
reform for the welfare of labour and
bring a new dawn for gig workers,
—NR jan, Sivakasi

vibrant laws for revitalising the Indian
labour market, the i { f
the four new codes has been delayed
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