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Culture of risk

The notion of a routinely planned miss
ithering should be done away with

‘ dary apart, two pilgrimages in North India

hawe endured chaos, Eight people died
om the steep stalrway bo Haridwar's Man-
st Devi shrine on July 27 after a rumour spread
that a snapped power Hie was live, The next day,
at Avsaaneshwar temple in Barabanki, monkeys
reportedly damaged an overhead cable, sparking
panic that killed two persons. Both incidents
were triggered by fears of electrocution. Such ha-
wards at temples are not new: makeshift wiring
draped over stalls and overloaded transformers
are common sights at melas, However, nelther
shirine had an automatic power cutoedf or a public-
address system capable of debunking misinfor-
mution. The Haridwar probe will almost certainky
refterate older recommendations such as under-
ground eabling and realtime voltage monitoring,
Hewever, the threat is incidental, Except for two
muijor stampedes in recent memaory (in Bengalu-
i anid Hyderabad), all sich tragedies hive oc
curred ot religlous mass gutherings or in the
course of attending them. They oceur desplie
muliiple guidelines and court orders due to auth-
orithes” eollective desensitisatbon to risk. On pap
er, 1 | has o 1
nual for the Char Dham and the NIJMAs
puidelines say that every event must caleulate
carrylng capacity, stagger entry, maintain redun-
dant escape routes, and hold drills, Yer, st Mansa
Devl, the staicway that doubles as entry and exit
wais used without scheduling, and the only alter-
minthve roaste had much lower carrying capacity,
In Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh, the pes-
ponse centred on compensation rather than
strugtural reform, The NDMA noms need to be

The medical boundaries for AYUSH practitioners

Grand Master, on whether

practoners of raditlonal medicine
can eladim to be doctors, his sparked musch
commentary on the role and the staus of
practitloners of traditional Indkan medicine
systems such as Ayurveda and Unand, in India.

he recent eontroversy on X between i
T hepatologist and an Indin chess

Commi pover! perspectiy

The burning issue here s not merely whether
practitioners of Ayurveda can refer to themselves
as doctors, but rather the scope of medical
activities permitted under | law. This is an
Issue which has consequences for public health.
A starting point for this discussion is 1o
understand the framing of the debate over the
last 80 years, beginning 1946, when the Health
Survey and Development Committee, better
krwwm as Bhore Committee, batted in Gvour of
maodern sclentific medicine based on evidence,
The committee hixd pointed ot that other
countries were in the process of phasing out their
tralitional medicine systems and recommended
thiat states take o call on the extent to which
traditional medicine played a role in their public
health systems.

The Bhore committee’s lack of enthusiasm for
the traditional medicinal system did not go
unnoticed by practitioners of traditional Indian
mulldm whao muuml.r.l  voeal protest, The:

the G uFI
st up thee Ce o Ine
Medicine, which submitted its report in 1948,
This eommittee unabashedly wrapped up its
conelusions in communal language, framing the
lssue in berms of Hindu nationalism by linking
Ayurveda to the Vedas and fis decline to “foreign
domination”,

While the Nehru government took no acthon o
formally recognlse these practitioners of

ditboral medicine, the Indira Gandhi

i m

legally binding, with severe for
persons, enterprises or businesses that fail to
protect [ves, At present, States choose provisions
from the norms and temple trusts often treat
them as optional becawse pilgrim facilities fall un-
der charitable exemptions in many building
eodes. Routine ‘darshan’ does not require safety
certification even when daily footfall exceeds that
of a sports stadium. Staves also bank on ad hoc
velunteers and under-trained guards to manage
surges, However, annual drills mandated under
the Disaster Management Act are earely hebd for
riegular worshdp, while funds earmarked for per-
manent infrastricture are often diverted to festlv-
als, The thme has come to eradicate the natbon of
asimply planned or cheap mass gathering event,
religious or otherwise, When footfall exceeds a
preset threshold, a single incddent-command
structure must come into effect, Authoritles must
deploy overhemd LIDAR and Al cameras to caleu-
late cromwd density, with real-time alerts to help
divert or throwle tratfie, Finally, States must en-
sure that venues publish capacity chares at en-
trances, conduct and lvestream quarterly drills
o normalise a safety culture, and certify volun-
veers in basic life support and crowd psychology.

Lessons from past

The Chola legacy indudes good
governance, not just grand temples

T hee visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi

tor Tamnil Navclu had a subtle political mes-

singge. In his address at the valediction of
the annual Aadi Thiruvathirai festival at Gangal-
konda Cholapuram to mark the birth anniversary
of Rajendra Chola 1, he focused on the legacy of
the Chola emperor and his father Rajaraja Chola |
o underkine that contemporary India would be
as enterprising as ancient India under the impe-
rial Cholas, in expanding trade, and in guarding
India's sovercigney, The festival was also organ-
ined to commemorate 1,000 years of the mari-
time expedition of Rajendra Chola to south-east
Asla as well as the construction of the iconic tem-
ple, o World Heritage Site, The grandeur of the
Chola dynasty i fascinating to recall, but there
are other mundane ficets of the Chola rle which
are of modern relevance — s water manage-
ment, tas and lind revenue collection, and de-
mocrite processes.

I ereating infrastructire, especially, the Cho-
las hold many lessons. In recent months, there
have been fatal accidents involving eivie struc-
tures, The resilience of the Brihadisvara temples,
which have stood tall for ever 1,000 years, could
provide learnings. Studies show that the south-
ern peninsula was the epdoentre of several earth-
quakes in the last 200-odd years. Archaeologists
are of the view that the superstructure of the tem-
phes holds the key to modern building technigues
when it comes to seismic resilience. A close stdy
of the temples for structural stability can be of
immense value in the contemporary context,
Apart from focusing on the heritage and culiure
of the Cholas, India could try and replicate their
success in administration. Management of water
resourees, especially, could be an important
Icamlm. The Cinvery delta, where Gangaikonda
Cholapuram is located, may experience floods,
with a karge volume of water draining into the sea
without being harnessed for periods of scarcity.
More than 30 years have passed since the adop-
tion of the 73rd and 74th Amendments to the
Constitutbon, but a lirge number of local bodbes,
even in the major cities, are fnetioning without
elected representatives, The eelebration is an op-
portunity for an analysis of the functioning of
prassroots-level demoeratie bodies, Mr, Modi an-
noanced thit the Centre woild install the statues
of Rajaraja Chola and Rajendra Chola to remind

government in 1970 enacted a begislation called
The Incdian Medicine Central Council Act
recognising and regulating the practitioners of
Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani, This law wis
replaced in 2020 with a new law called The
National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine Act,

The syllabus for aspiring practitioners of
Ayurveda is an absolute mish-mash of concepts
that span everything from doshas, prakritl, atmas
(which includes learning the difference between
prenversmntrne angd jhaatime) with a sprinkling of
modern medical concepts such as cell physiology
and anatomy. These are irmeconctlable concepts
the theory of tridogha atributes all ills to an
imbalance of doshas, while modern medicine
locates the concepts of some diseases such as
infections in “germ theary”, among others, There
Is no mddclle ground between both systems of
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medictne which is why coneepts such as
Integrative medicline make no sense,

Paint of frictlon

Nevertheless, the bejgal recognithon of this new
class of practitioners led to questions on the exact
boundaries between the pracibee of traditbonal
and modern medicine, The major polnt of
friction has been the preseription of modern
medicines by the practitioners of traditional
medicine. Ayurvedic praceitioners, in particular,
while clabming the superiority ud'thl.ir art over
mosdern medicine, have i led
the right o pruulhc: modern medicines
developed by evidence-based modern science,

Pertinently, this dispute revolved around the
interpretation of Rule 2(ee) of the Drugs and
Cosmeties Rules, 1945 which defined the class of
Uregistered medical practitioners” who can
prescribe modern medicine, This definition is
complicated since it is not limited to doctors with
4 MBES degree, It delegates o certaln amount of
pawer to Stite governments to pass orders
declaring medical practidoners on their State
medical registers as persons "practising the
modern sclentific system of medicine for the
purposes of ... the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 1940,

Many State governments have used this power
uncher Rule 2ee) o allow registered practitioners
of Ayurveda and Unani to prescribe modemn
madicine such as antibiotics, The
constitutionality of these orders was challenged
before the courts and the fiest round of litigation
conelided in 1998 with the judgment of the
Supreme Court of India in De. Mukhtiar Chand &
Ors vx The State OF Punifab & Ors. The Court
coneluded that "the right to preseribe drags of a
system of medicine would be synonymous with
the right to practise that system of medicine. In
that sense, the right to preseribe allopathic drg
cannot be wholly divorced from the clabm o
practice allopathic medicine”. Simply put,
Ayurvedic practitioners hidd no right to preseribe
mesdern medicine.

That jucgment never stopped the lobbying by
Ayurvedic and Unani practitioners with State
genvernments for the promulgation of orders
under Rule 2(ee) allowing them to prescribe
modern medicine, Several State governments
have continued passing these orders in defiance
of the Court's judgment, This inevitably leads to
litigation before the High Coarts, usually by the
Inlian Medical Association, which often wins
these cases.

Unsuspecting patbents too have often sued
practitioners of Ayurveda before consumer courts
on the grounds that they were deceived into
believing that they were being treated by a doctor
with a MBES degree who can prescribe modern
medicine.

While much of the litigation has revolved

around the right to dispense modern medicine,
there is also the fsswe regarding the medical
procedures that ean be eonducted legally by
practitoners of Ayurveda and Unanl. For
exatmple, ean i regstered Ayurvedie practtioner
“iniubate" o patbent? This is an important
questhon to ask since 1t Is an open seeret that
many hospitals purporting to practise modern
meclieine are hiring Ayurvedic practitioners with
Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine and Surgery
(BAMS) degree at lower pay in place of graduates
with a MBES degree.

Further, a notification by the Indian
government in 2000 has allowed Ayurvedic
practitioners (post graduates) to perform 58
miinor surgeries, inchading the removal of the gall
bladder, appendix and benlgn tamours. The
constitutionality of this notification is pending
before the courts.

1 the notification is upheld, the question that
arlses is whether these Ayurvedic practitioners
can now use anaesthetic agents and antibiotics
required to conduct surgeries, The stakes are
high for public health in India since the likely
strategy of Ayurvedic practitioners will be to
argue that these surgeries were known in
tracitbonal Incian medicine, In these times of
eady Hindutva, it will be difficult to find a judge
who will ignore these claims.

The political factor
Thee larger politieal backedrop to this entire debate
regarding Ayurvedic practitioners is *Hindu
pride”, which has fuelled clalms of fntastical
achievements by anclent Indian chillsation, be it
the pushpaka vimana or the elaims of the
Kauravas belng vest tube bables. When a policy
Essue such as Ayurveda s eynically draped in the
language of “Hindu pride®, it is not just the
Bharatiya Janata Party but also the Indian
Mational Congress which feels compelled 1o
support an obviously dangerous approach w
public health, The list election manifesto of the
Indian National Congress, in 2024, promised that
the party would "support” all systems of
meclicines instead of a promise to support only
ratlenal, evidence based medicine,

This blind faith in traclitional medicine is going
o cost every citizen in the future since the

s actively idering the inclusion

of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy,
Uninnd, Sicclha and Homeopat hy) treatments
under the Ayushman Bharat insurance schemse
funded by tax-payers, This is in addition w
approximately 20,000 crore of taxpayer money
spent on research councils functioning under the
Ministry of AYUSH with a mandate to research
AYUSH. They have very litthe to show for in terms
of scientific breakthroughs. Twitter outrage
motwithstanding, the jole at the end of the day is
on the txpayer,

Build on this joint statement to try and save Gaza

recent joint statement by about 30

western states, which includes the United

Kinpgelom, France and ltaly, has called for
anend o the war in Gaza, It condemns lsrael's
“drip feeding of aid and the inhumane killing of
civilians, including chibdren, seeking to meet their
mast basic needs of water and food.” 1t says that
the Israeli government is denying ‘essential
humanitarian assistance to the civilian
population’, which it finds ‘unacceptable’, And it
calls lsraeli plans t sequester and eventually
foree Palestinkan citizens out of Gaea ‘completely
unaceeptable’,

This is the strongest western criticism yet of
Israeli conduct across Palestine, and it has
colneided with Israels offensive on Deir al-Balah,
the city which has acted as a refuge for thousands
of displaced people. 1t has the infrastructure,
logistical bases and personnel to keep people
alive, and its destruction will be catastrophic,

It appears unlikely that this western
candemnation will deter Israel, With o fow
exceptions, western governments hive been
calling upon their ally, srael, o stop or moderae
s behmdour while also ensuring that Tel Aviv has
ot suffered sertous diplomatie, economic or
military costs for acting with impunity scross
Palestine. Further, neither Germany nor the
United States, Lsrael's most steadfast backers and
its largest arms suppliers, have signed that
statement. This is a signal that there has been no
chamge in thelr policies and may be another
reason why lseael is unlikely to stop,

Bt there is still time for the world o act and
prevent the Palestinians from being destroyed.

The facts
Is Israel committing genocide? The International
Court of Justice (IC]) may take years t© determine

Reaches internaticnal
redations at the Shiv
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There s still
time for the
wirhid 1o show
that humanity Is
one and

argue that what is unfolding in Gaza s in fact a
wenockde. However, rather than guiding us to
facts, this question has become politicised and an
end in itself, And the fwcts are sickening.

Gaza had a population of about 2.3 million
people when the war began in October 2023,
About G000 people are confirmed dead,
perhaps hall of them women and children, and
90 the population has been displaced multiple
thncn. Thn.- Unlwd Nutkmasdrn that Gaza's

has been sop ! into
about %squ.Jrc kilometres of land where
systems of food, health and hygiene hive
collapsed, That is about 43,478 people per square
kilometre, living in conditions that ane would not
wish upon any form of life,

Tel Aviv's game plan

But these numbers do not capture what is widely
suspected to be a systernatic destrsction of
haman lifie and habitat in Gaza through a
micromanaged plan of starvation, lseael has
curbed aid inflow when the war began. Earlier
this year, it imposed a total blockade of 11 weeks
and folkowed it up with a new ald delivery system
that, secording to the western nations' statement,
‘deprives Gaxans of human dignity’, lseaeli forces
have killed about o thousand desperate pmpll.
secking Bmived amounts of fooed under d B

plan o control mest of Gaea, foree the
Palestinians imto a "humanitarian city”, and let
them out only If they choose to beave for another
country, Two former lsracli Prime Ministers,
Ehud Olmert and Yair Lapid, have called this
‘eity’ a ‘concentration camp’. Conditions for a
future generation of Palestinlans in Gaza are
being destroyed. And as Jean Drise recently
moted in this daily, once famine sets in, people
will turn against each other, which will put an
end toall solicarity and chances of
reconstituting. It would then be used as evidence
of Palestinkan barbarism and sub-humanity - and
thus further proof that the Palestinians are not a
people.

Stop the hedging

The UN says that the 'last lifelines o keep people
anliwe are collapsing”, bat the world can still step
in. The world has a chance w halt the
catastrophe. Governments can review the scale of
theeir diplomatic, economic and military tes with
Isrmel. International peacekeepers can be sent o
Gz, Bussia, China and Inchia could join their
“Global South' partners in exerting addidonal
pressure on lsmel to stop. The Gulf countries and
Tiirkiye should stop hedging. The western
mations’ statement has °... urge(d] the

[ fonal ity to unite in a common

conditions, And the UN says a third of t hc
population has been lving without eating,
Exhaustion s endemic. Starvatbon ks widespread.
And Famine looms. 1s this not a genocide?

Tsrael does not allow forelgn journalists o
report freely from Gaza, And it discredits the
nomlsreli accounts coming out of Gaza, This has
allowed it o dispute any assessment of jts likely
endgame in the territory.

That Israel is carrying out ethnic cleansing is

effort’ to end the war, Non-western governments
can test western sincerity by offering to evolve a
common approach,

There are some of us who know what §s going
o in Gasa is an act that will end the idea that
‘humanity ks one and universal’, Therefore, we
must do what we can. Governments and
corporations have more influence, but
individuals can act on their conscence too, The
time to act is now, Otherwise, we will be hanging

this, Several jurists, legal and other scholars universal clear, Israeli keaders have publicly stated their our heads in shame and regret,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Henouring Chola legacy enduring contributions, spirit reoted in cur own scoring pelitical points, One | sites, One can think of lives {Front page, July 28},
Inedia should formally Their practice of Kudavolal | history, side speaks of Tamil pride; Gingee Fort along with the There needs to be

hanour the Chola legacy for | Muraf = selecting local Awinashiappan Myllsam|, the other of ancient Indian great Chola temples and the | comprehensive crowd
launching successful naval representatives by lot = Coimbatore whory. Meanwhile, the Mahabalipuram control and management
expeditions beyond India was a democratic model Cholagangam tank, locally monuments, The anly measures in place at all
shores and establishing the | that was centuries ahead of | It appears that the Cholas referred to as Ponneri, drawback at these sites is places of public gathering.
Tamil influence across its time. have done the impossible which was built by the the lack of proper There needs to be a posse
Southeast Asia. Getting the The Chela everseas by bringing Dravidian Chelas and an engineering infrastructure. Connactivity of well-trained veluntears

Indlian Nawy to calabrate
'Rajendra Chela' day weuld
b a fitting tribute to these
unmat:hed marll-rm

the country of lis hisiorieal conscl a8, But
this exercise would have greater purpose if it re-
minds the country of the administrative acumen
of the Cholas, and nudges those In governance
ackdress many of thq. chronie Haws and pmhll.mee

e

Prirmy
Minister Narendra Modl ]
references to Chola military
and dermocratic legacy
Aghtly spotlights their

campaigns wara ot just
eonguasts but alse acts of
cultural diplamacy and
naval visien, Honeuring the
Cholas would not be
symbolic alone. It would
reclaim India's preud naval
heritage and inspire a
forward-looking maritime

federalism and the currant
fiery nationalism to the
table, The sudden interest
in history, from hoth the
Dravida Munnatra
Kazhagam and the
Bharatiya Janata Party,
seems less about the Cholas
themsehves and maore about

marved, lies broken. Perhaps
away of searing points
would be to repair it,
Nagarajamand ML,
Hydurabad

It is a matter of pride that
Tamil Nadu Is now hame to
a number of World Heritage

wenl

Is an lssue. Pollution cantrol
too Is anather prablam,
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How the fair use clause is being
applied to generative AI

Arul George Scaria

cress todiverse kinds of

rnaterkals is vital for bullding

and fine-tuning Large

Language Modelks (LLMs),
These materials could include those that
are available in the public domain (for
example, works whene the copyright has
expired or works whereln copyright was
relinicuished by the authors) as well as
these under copyright protection. Apart
from gathering data through sources such
as Common Criwl, Al firms often scan
copbes of boolks and other materfals, and
cormvert them into machine readable text
firevm which data ean be extracted for
eraining purposes.

Whether the use of copyrighted
materials for training purposes, without
permissbon from the copyright holders,
constitites copyright infringement s a
challenging begal question. Many
happening across the globe
e,

e of thee key factors that could
determine the ouwteome in these
litigations is how the courts view whether
the concermned activities fall within the
seope of any of the exceptions o
infringement under the relevant
copyright kiws, For litgathons in the LLS.,
this means one of the primary
determinants in the outcomes would be
the application of the use’ doctrine
under U3, eopyright law, Two trial courts
i thie U8, have recently delivered
summary juchgments on fair use, and they
may be considered as the beginning of the
adjudications on this complex issue,

Factors considered

Thie LS, courts generally take into
consideration four Betors while assessing
whether a use constitutes as *finkr use’,
They are = () purpose and character of
the use, and the enguiry in this regard
ineludes the extent to which the use can
b considered ‘transformative’; () nature
of concerned copyrighted materials (there
i a higher likelihood of the fabr use clase
bl applicable when it bs used for works
that are actual i chiraeter as compared
o wsths of ficthon or fantasy); (i) amount
of the portion taken, and this includes
both qualitative and quantitative analyses;
and (iv) the effect of the use on the
potential market of the plaintls works
ot value of the plaintfs works, The
guestions of transformative use and the
fmpact on the potentdal market/value of
the plaintiffs works have historically
pliyed critical roles in dete rminllu the
final euteormes in a fair wse litigation,

The Anthropic case
Anthropic trained the LLMs underlying
Clande, one of their popular GenAl
agernits, using books and other bests from a
library compiled by them, The library
consisted of works obtained from
different sources, including books
purchased and converted to digital form
as wiell as books scquired from potentially
illeggal sotirces, The copyright
infringement action was initiated by the
plaintitfs as their works were wsed for
eradndig without any authorisation from
them,

Bisedd on the application of the four
above Fictors to the specific facts of the
case, specifically the highly

transformative nature of the use of
copyrighted materals, the court, in
Anedren Barte of ol versus Anthropic PRC,
granted summary judgment in favour of
Anthropic on the question of whether the
training of the Al was fair use. The court
was of the view that the print-o-digital
format comversion of the books
purehased by them constituted fiir use,
However, it dended the request of
Anthropic that downloading and storing
of the coples sourced from illegal sources
st e treatied as Bie use, It remaing o
by seen how the infringement analysis
and remedies would be handed down by
the court with regard to those activities,

Thie Meta judgment

In Richard Kedrey et al. versiz Meta
Mtforms, Inc., 13 authors hid sued Meta
for downloading books from illegal
souroes and using them for tralning

: LLM of Meta. Based on the
faects and the specific averments
made by the parties with regard to the
fouar faikr use Factors, the court granted a

CETTY IMAGES

sumenary judgment in fveur of Meta.
The court s [ the view that use
thie wsrks for t I [FUEPOSES Wil
highly transformative in character and in
such instances the plaintiffs will have 1o
bring in substantial evidence with regard
to the fourth factor (whether such use has
atfected the plaintiff's works market
watlue) to avedd o summary judgment
aggainst them. But as the plaintiffs in the
instant case couldn’t produce any
meaningful evidence, the summary
Juiddgiment was in Gvoir of Meta with
reggardd tos thae copying and use of the
plaintiffs’ books as traindng data,
However, the court will be continuing the
proceedings against Meta with respect o
thie argurmnent of the plifntiifs that Meta
ilse unliwhilly distribaited thile works
during the torrenting process.

Comparative analysis

One of the common dimensions of both
thie sumimary judgrments is the
recognition of the highly transformative
character of the use of copyrighted works

in training LLMs. This substantially
influenced falr use analysts in both cases,
There ks an alignment on the thind factor
alsas, as both courts considered the extent
of materiaks used reasonable in the
broader context of trai

But on the fourth factor, one can see
substantial differences, Judge Chahabria,
who authored the Meta summary
Judgment, rejected the argument of the
plaingifs that Meta harmed the potential
Heensing market of the plaintiifs,
primarily on the ground that it is nota
rriarkiet thit the plaintff is begally entithed
to monopaolise. However, he also
observed that in many cases, Al training
om eopyrighted materials may become
Hlbeggal due to “market dilution”,
Aceording to him, the raphd generation of
counthess works that compete with the
originals, even if those works aren't
themselves infringing, can result in
market dilution through indirect
siibsstitition. But the fability of the
plaintifs in the ease wo produce sufficient
empirical evidence in this regard
illustrates the difficulty in proving this
kind of harm,

On the other hand, Jidge Alsup, who
authored the judgment in the Anthropie
case, entegorieally rejected the market
dilution argument and observed that the
“laJuthors' complaint s no different than
it would be i they complained that
tealntig schoolehildren to weite well
wotild result in an explosion of competing
works, This is not the kind of competitive
or ereative displacement that concerns
the Copyright Act. The Act seeks to
adviiniee orfginal works of aithorship, not
to protect authors against competition.”

1t is also worth highlighting here that
the Jucdge in the Anthrople case
considered downloading or building a
permanest beary of infringing works s a
different use that warrants separabe
analysis and a different outcome, But the
Mt summary judgement dida't take that
approach and focused just on the ultimate
purpose, that s, the tralning of models.

Other Al cases
Earlber this vear, in Thomson Reuters
verstes Ross Itelligence, the court hid
reached the conclusion that the fair use
exception wis not applicable. However,
this wiis not a GenAl case, The Al in
questbon merely retrieved and shared
Judictal opinions based on queres from
users, As this was not considered a
transformative ise by the eourt, and as
the Al in gquestion competed directly with
the works of the plntiff, the court
conchaded that the use of those materials
without permission was not fa

Broader implications
Both the summary judgments in the
Anthropic and Meta cases recognise the
highly transformative character of use of
materkals in the GenAl training context,
therelsy Bvouring a finding of fair use
with respect to the use of copyrighted
materials for training purposes. But both
Jucgmients also reflect many of the
anxdethes of copyright holders, Whether
the soureing of materials from potentially
ilbegzal sources coan negate the claims of
Fadr use is an issue where scholarly
opinion is divided and more discussions
are warranted,

1t ds also evident that the kind of
evidenee copyright hobders will bring in
oy illustrate the negative impact on their
market will play a prominent role in
determining the final cutcome in many
cages, This also mplies thit copyright

depending on the specific fcts and
evidences in each of these cases, the
outeoimes can be very ditferent,

Arinl Georje Scarka Is a professor at the
WNational Lew Sehool of India University
(WLSIL)
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Renowned Dutch painter Vincent Van Gogh died on this day in 1890.
Here is the first part of a quiz on the troubled artist

Vighnesh I, Venkitesh

[
QUESTION 1

Wan Gogh famously cut off his awn ear. While there are different
weral historlans say an argument
with o fellow painter led to the incldent. Name the painter,

werskons of what prompted this,

[
QUESTION 2

Japanese auteur Akica Kurasawa paid hamage ta Van Gogh with a
segment bn his anthology, Name the segment and the anthalogy.
Y

QUESTION 3

My the hand-painted animated feature that came aut In 2017 as

a hemage to the artist

[
QUESTION &

Whiste wisd Van Gogh staylng while he palnted 'Starry Nights) ene of

his most Famous works?

b
QUESTION §

Mame thee anly palnting by Van Gogh that was sold while he was

allve,

[ 9

Visusl question;

What did Van Gogh Intend to convey with this painting, the ‘Bedroom In
Arbes', which was insplned fram the raom he lved in after he moved to
South France to set up on artists’ colony?

Questions and Answers to the pravious day’s
ity quiz: 1 The last rider bo win four Hiles. Ans:
Great Britain's Chrls Froome

2, Riders from this non-Ewropean country clalmed
Stage wing prior 1o the last Stage on July 27, And:
Australls

3, This unfertunate distinction & camman o Stage
winners Phillpsen (Stage 1), Mathieu van der Posl
|Stage 2], and Remo Evenepa! (Stage 5| Ans:
They withdrew from the event bafore the
race's concluslon

A, Pagacar wan this |erey for tapping the
mountaing classification. Ans: Pelka Dot

5, Stage 19 was out from L30km to 5km, with two
plannid categorised cimbs drapped, because of
this specific reason. Ans: Hard of diseased cattle
. This was comman 1o Stages 4, 7, 12, and 13
before the ceremanial finish with Stage 21. Ans:
They were the Stages won by the champlon
Slovenian

Wisual: Mame this champlon. Ans: Jonas
Vingagaard

Earty Bird: Pranab Blawas

rrom

Know Your
English

K. Subralununion
S Upendran

“How do you pronoin e

0..C LB, LT

‘The o in the first syllable pro is like
the ain China, The a in the second
syllable era bs pronounced ke the b in
words like mat, cat and bat. The §in the
third syllable sti is like the § in pit, bit and
fit. And..."

he final nate rI1)-men with mate,
il dlate, [ suppose.”

Exactly! And the stress Is on the
second syllable cra. It's proCRAstinate, Do
your know what it means?”

“Doesn't it mean o keep postponing
doing things?™"

“Thit's right. You keep patting off
doing things, My father hates it when |
procrastinate.”
does mine. But | keep
stinating all the tme."

“Especially when it comes to doing
your homework.”

“That's true. | hate doing my
homework, But i Tam o do well in life, 1
should stop procrastinating.”

“Absolstely right, Your motto should
biz: [ shill not procristinate anymone.”

“Which reminds me. 1s there a
difference between any mone and
anymore?”™

“Yes, there is. When used as one word,
it means any longer or no longer, For
example, | can say, ‘Mohan doesn’t smoke

ARCHIY

fat

‘ﬁ:uun.lmly can, But tell me, why

don't you want to live here .mjmmn-
“0h, that was just an example.”
“Well, in that case, bene’s another
example. The dentist told Asha not to eat
chocolates anymore.”
“He wants her to ghve up eating
chocolates. Poor Asha."
“Well, it's better than having rotten

“That's true. Now tell me, what does
any more mean?"

"11 is I.lw.lll}‘ uwd wlrrh 1|LLI.1|I|IY. For
any mare

h.m lmmnrr penetls”
"Thit!
Lt ¥ Iuh: my rrather told me ot o
wat any more halwa,"
“It's not good to eat oo much sweet”
“But tell me, what exactly is the
difference between '| don't want o eat ce
eream amymore’ and ‘@ don't want to eat
any more iee cream'?®”
“When you siy you don't want to eat
foe cream anymore, it means that you
E o ghve up eating bee eream. You
want to stop eating lee cream
permanent
“Gooesd grdet, 1'd never want to do that”
“1f, an the other hand, you say, ‘1 don't
WL b0 eat any maore fee cream’, it means
thist you hive eaten enough bee eream for
oy amel youi do ot want any additional
fee cream now.”
"So, it's not on a permanent basis?”
“No, B sn'e You may eat some boe
CRE tomorTow.”
Puibiished tn The Hirdu on June 5, 1997

Word of the day

Flout:
freat with contemptuous disregard; sugh st
with contempt and derlsion

SYNORYMS: scal, barrack, gibe, jeer
USage: Hoatways fMouts the rulos
Pronunciation: sewsth e floutpes

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fnauty

Foer fecdbinck and suggestions far
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with th subjiet 'Test & Contist’
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NEWS Ih NUMEBERS
Unclaimed deposits

Number of helicopter

THE=&®HINDU

Amount of food to be

Projected increase in

Number of digital

with banks at theend  accidents in the past airdropped by Spain Italy’s above-65 payment transactions
of June 2025 five years in India into Gaza population in 2050 in the last six years
I fupee The gavernment said these In tonnes. Spain said it would In per cent. Italys
67,('(3 crore. As 12 accidents killed 30 people in the 12 airdrop 12 tennes of foad into 34 6 waorking age 65,('00 crafe.
of June Last five years. Seven of them Gaza as the threat of famine » population is set to The:

30, 2025, public sector banks were saddled
with unclaimed depesits of 158,330.26
crare while the private sactor had
I8,673.72 crore, as per the Reserve Bank of
India. #n

took place in Uttarakhand, four in
Maharashtra and one in Chhattisgarh. The
DGCA has initiated additional surveillance
and safety audits of helicopter operations
for the Chardham Yatra. e

stalks the Palestinian territory after 21
months of war. The eperation is a rare
example of & European nation joining West
Aslan countries in sending aid by air. The
delivery would take place from Jordan. wm

shrink by more than a fifth over the next 25
years, national statistics agency 1stat said.
In the same period, the percentage of
reshdents aver the age of 65 |s projected to
rise at least by 10%. are

Indian digital payment landscape
witnessed aver 65,000 crore transactions
armounting to mere than 12,000 lakh
crore in the past six financial years. em

COMFILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

EXPFLAINER

Yinaya Deshpande Pandit
The story so far:

he Maharashtra Legislature
passed the Maharashtra Special
Public Security Bill or a ‘Bill to

prowide for effective prevention
of certain unlawful activities of Left Wing
Extremist organisations or similar
organisations', during the recent
monsoon session of the Maharashtra
Assembly. The Bill has been termed as.
‘oppressive, ambiguous and open to
misuse' by opposition leaders.

What is the Bill?

The Maharashtra Special Public Security
Eill was brought in to counter urban
Maxalism', as per the government of
Maharashtra. The Bill states that, "the
menace of Naxalism is not only Emited to
remote areas of the Naxal affected States
but its presence is increasing in the urban
areas also through the Naxal frontal
organisations. The spread of active frontal
organisations of the Naxal groups gives
constant and effective support in terms of
logistics and safe refuge to their armed
cadres. The seized literature of Naxals
shows *sabe houses” and ‘urban dens’ of
the Maoist network in the cities of the
State of Maharashtra” The Maharashtra
government claims that the State has
become a safe haven for “urban Naxal®
organisations. It has said that over 60
such organisations exist in Maharashtra,
and that current laws are inefective
against them. However, civil rights
activists say that the State government has
not yet made public the list of these
organisations, despite repeated requests.
They have alleged that the Bill has been
brought about to control left-wing
organisations and civil rights activists who
had rallied against the BIP in the 2024
Parliamentary elections.

What about other States?
Maharashera is the fifth State after

Follow us 3 facebook.com/thehindu % X.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

What is Maharashtra’s new security Bill?

What does the Maharashtra Special Public Security Bill entail? How does it propose to counter "urhan Naxals? Which other States have similar laws? Which party
opposed the Bill in the State’s Legislative Assembly? What are the main objections being raised against the Bill by civil rights activists?

Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha to enact a Public Security Act
“for more effective prevention of unlawdul
activities of such organisations.” The
government has claimed that the other
States have banned 48 frontal
organisations under similar liws. But civil
rights activists contend that the Public
Security Acts in other States were brought
in before the promulgation of more
stringent pieces of legislation like the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. They
said that the Maharashtra government
itself has claimed to hawe curbed lefewing
armed extremists to only two districts of
the State, with the help of currently
existing laws, thus questioning the need
for such a stringent Act at this time.

When was the Bill introduced?
The Bill was first introduced by the earlier

Mew Law: MLAs of the Maha Vikas Aghadi submit a memarandum to Maharashtra Gevernor C. P
Radhakrishnan to review the Maharashira Special Public Security Bill on July 18, s

Mahayuti povernment at the fag end of
the monsoon session of Maharashtra
Assembly in 2024. The State elections
were held thereafter, and the BJP came
back to power along with its allies witha
thumping majority. The new government
revived the Bill and introduced it during
the winter session of the Maharashira
Assembly on December 20, 2024, A day
later, a joint committee of members from
both the Houses was formed to scrutinise
the Bill. The committes received over
12,500 suggestions and objections but
made only three amendments to the draft
Bill. The activists have called the three
changes *minor’. After being deared by
the joint committee, the Bill was tabled in
the Legislative Assemibly on July 10, Only
the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
opposed the Bill. Other opposition parties
raised objections, but did not oppose the

Bill, which was passed by a majority bya
woice vote. Two delegations have since
‘met the Governor requesting him to not
sign the Bill and send it back to the
Legislature instead.

What are the objections to the Bill?
The opposition has said that the Bill
empowers the government to declare
organisations ‘illegal’ withouwt due
process; allows suppression of facts in
*public interest’; allows the government to
extend ban on an organisation without
any limit on the duration; has the
patential to criminalise regular opposition
under an ambiguous definition of “illegal
activity'; excludes lower courts from
jurisdiction, effectively closing off easy
judicial remedies; provides full protection
to State officials acting in ‘good faith’; and
creates grounds for ideologically
motivated action against opposition
groups, activists and movements. The
government has said that democratic and
peaceful protests as well as journalists will
not come under the Bill's ambit, but the
ambiguity in the Bill has given rise to fear
that it might be used against farmers’
organisations, students’ groups, and civil
rights groups under the label of ‘threat
public order”.

For example, Section 2(f) of the Bill
criminalises speech (spoken or written),
signs, gestures or visual representations
which ‘tend to interfere” with public order
or ‘cause concern’. The opposition has
said that such a provision allows
authorities to criminalise expression,
assembly, criticism, ridicule and
association merely by indicating that they
pose a potential threat. There is no
requirement of actual viedence,
immediate harm or intent.

‘What next?

The Bill will become a law once the
Governar gives his assent to it. It has been
passed by both the Houses and has been
sent to him. Meanwhile, civil rights
activists and political parties have said
they will continue to protest against the
Bill and will approach the court against it.
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The Bill was first introduced by
the earlier Mahayuti
governiment at the fag end of
the marsoon session of the
Miaharashitra Assembly in 2024,

The Bill states that, “the
renace of Maxalism is not only
limited to remate areas of the
Maxal affected States but its
presence |s increasing in the
urbar areas alsa through the
Maxal frontal crganisations”.

Section 2{f) of the Bill
criminalises speech |spaken ar
written), igns, gestures ar
wisual representations which
‘tend to interfere’ with public
arder of “cawse concem’. The
apposition has said that such a
provisian albows autharities ta
criminalice expression,
assembly, criticism, ridicule
and association merely by
indicating that they pase a
potential threat.

Why were Tablighi Jamaat
members given a clean chit?

How was the media used to spread misinformation about the jod organised by Tablighi Jamaat members?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:

he Delhi High Court last week

acquitted all 70 Tablighi Jamaat
T members accused of housing

foreign participants of a
congregation during the COVID-19
pandemic in March 2020 in violation of
lockdown protocol. The court ruling
came in the Molammed Anwar versus
State of NCT of Delhi case.

What happened in March 20202

The Tablighi Jamaat members, who came
in for heavy criticism in mdla and
political circles for attending a jod
(religious congregation) in Niamuddin
Markaz (Jamaat's headquarters in New
Delhi}, were given a clean chit by Justice
PNieena Bansal Krishna who noted that the
said jod was planned before COVIDA9 was
declared a global pandemic by the World
Health Organization (WHO). Incidentally,

i »

the jird which began on March 12, 2020
concluded on March 15, a day before the
Dhelhi government capped all religious
gatherings above the size of 50 and
imposed the Delhi Epidemic Diseases,
COVID Regulations-2020. Earlier, on
March 13, 2020, the Union Health
Ministry had stated that the coronavirus
‘was not 4 national health emergency as
there were only &1 cases in India at that
time. It all changed after the impaosition of
the lockdown on March 24 at midnight.
While maost Indian participants had
dispersed by then, foreign nationals were
still at the Jamaat headouarters, awaiting

violating the lockdown and orders
prohibiting the assembly of people. The
men were booked under provisions of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Epidemic
Diseases Act, the Disaster Management
Act and the Foreigners Act. These FIRS
accused Indian nationals of either hosting
foreigners in moscques or accommuodating
them at their homes. They were
challenged before the High Court which
dismissed them last week, a little over five

years after the incident.

What did the court state?
“There is nothing on record to show that

Malaysia, Kuwait, Ghana and Sri Lanka.
However, soon after the imposition of
the nationwide lockdoam, the Delhi
Police had filed FIRs against hundreds of
Indian and foreign participants of the
Tahblighi Jamaat congregation for allegedly

resumption of ml:elmtu:mal flights lu\‘helr theyhad congregated after the
respective desti The inn of the Notification under
included participants from Indunesla Section 144 Criminal Penal Code. These

petitioners were already present in the
Markaz. After the imposition of the
lockdown, there was no way possible for
them to have dispersed; rather their
stepping out of the houses would have
been a violation of the complete

lockdown and also of the potential of
spreading of communicable disease of
COVID-19,” the court stated.

The court also noted that the
impuosition of Section 144 banning large
gatherings was not announced through a
gazette notification nor was it properly
published. Hence, the Tablighi Jamaat
preachers were possibly unaware of such
anotification. “There is no averment to
show that any information was actually
comveyed to the petitioners,” the court
stated. It also observed there was no
whisper in the chargesheets that the
acoused were COVID-positive or had
defied the povernment order by stepping
out during the pandemic.

Incidentally, eight foreign participants
had been acquitted back in August 2020
by the south-east districts court in Saket,
New Delhi. Later in Decembier, 36 more
foreign participants were acouitted.

‘What was the media’s role?

A large section of the media had then
accused the Tablighi Jamaat volunteers of
being the principal reason for the spread
of the disease in the country. Terms like
Corona Jehad, Islamic Insurrection and
Corona Terrorism were loosely bandied
about and many fake videos were shared
accusing the Tablighi members of spitting
on food to spread the disease. The Delhi
government, in its daily medical
dispatches, used to have a separate
column for Tablighi Jamaat COVID cases.

THE GIST
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The jod which began an March
12, 2020 concluded on March
15, a day befiore the Delhi
overniment capped all
relighous gathenings abave the
size of 50 and impased the
Delhi Epldemic Diseases, COVID
Regulations-2020.

-

A large section of the media
had aceused the Tablighi
Jamaat volunteers of being the
principal reason for the spread
af the disease in the cauntry.

-

The court nated that the
impasition of Saction 144
banning large gatherings was
not annaunced through &
gazette natification nor was it
properly published.
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Why antitrust regulations are pertinent

hile arguing for

the Sherman Act,

Senator John

Sherman said in
185, “If we will not endure a king
s a political power, we should not
endure a king over the
production, transportation, and
sale of any of the necessaries of
life” The law would eventually
mark the beginning of antitrust
regulation in the United States,
while also laying the groundwork
for similar statutes preserving
market competition worldwide,
including in India,

Sherman’s idea of what
constitutes a "necessity of life" has
evolved since then, Technology is
reshaping societies and markets -
it now shapes the production,
transportation, and sale of most
goods and services, leading to the
rise of what we now term the
ghobal ‘digital economy”. India is a
significant player, with its
domestie digital economy
contributing 11.74% to its GDP
(2022-23). This success has
partially been driven by
technology start-ups, which rose
fromm just 2,000 in 2004 o over
0,004 im 2023, The government
recognises their potential and
leans on them to build a $35
trillion ‘Viksit Bharat” by 2047,

Yet Sherman's concern about a
few players dominating economies
still applies. In Digital India, the
kirwgs are located in foreign waters,
dictating selective terms to
home grown start-ups building the
country’s digital future. As a
result, the ability of Indian
start-ups to scale is often stunted.
‘While these global firms connect
societies, they also wield immense
monopolistic power, A recent case
by a leading Indian online gaming
company against Google, filed
with the Competition Commission
af India (CC1), highlights the risks
pesed by such dominance.

On start-ups and monopolies
Discriminatory practices by
| i the digital
harm India's economy, business
environment, and consumers.
Google, for example, dominates

Alwyn Didar
Singh

Farmer Secretary (o
the Gavernment of
Inclia and formes
Secretary General,
Fca

Diiseriminarory
practices by
gatckeepers in
the digital
economy harm
India’s economy,
business
environment,
and consumers

distribution and discovery of
digital services. With Android
halding absout 95% of the of the
mobile operating system market
share in India, it is nearly
impossible for consumers to
discover new online businesses
without the latter hawking their
services on Google's superior
search engine, app store, or online
advertising ecosystem. This
dominance has led to

Politics of polarisation

policies following the launch of

the Pilest, Himiting gaming

advertisernents to DFS and rummy

operators, which earlier allowed
advertisernents by all games of

skill. Before these amendments, Rahul Karmakar

the anline gaming leader daimed rahul karmakari@thehindu co.in

that 68.21% of its app downloads

were derived from Google's ad ollowing India's inde-
program. Now, they have stopped pendence, Assam has

~ a deep cut for an Indian start-up
with proven global credibility and

diseriminatory outcomes for seale. CC1, the forward-looking ethnic, and sub-regional diffe-
Irwlian startaups. For example, and progressive digital regulater, rences, which hive led to vio-
high commissions kevied by hias began an investigation into lence at times. Debutes that
Google on transactions taking these concerns. have occupied the social space
place within its payments include the Ujoni (Upper As-
ecosystern have dampened the Costs to India sAm) temperament versus the
reveres of start-ups using these Such market distortions carry Namoni (Lower Assam) dispo-
services, These issues have led serious :mnumi:mnstqmnms. sithon and the khilorjia (indi- | perceived
| ic antitrust latars to g Inckia's ability to genous) versus the bohiragata
crack down on the tech glant, rta:h its dg\lalm:nﬂmy (outsiders), However, none of
preventing Google from restricting | ambitions, Most importantly, lack them has been as polarising as
app developers from using of competition leads to the one between the indige-
third-party payment systems or “reductions in quality and nous and the Miya, a pejora-
from communicating with their consumer cholee(s]", and tive term for Muslims with
tisers to promote their apps. excessive reliance on few powerful roots in Bangladesh
The gaming start-up’s CCLAling | players, Net-net, everyone loses, This divide is ruul:l::r] in the
is an addition to this long list of except the gatekeepers. fear that Bangladeshi nation:
concerns with Google's India cannot afford such a loss als will take over Assam. This

anticompetitive behavdour in
Irwdiaa, I its complaint, the gaming

in innovation - and nor can its
people, who will ultimately benefit

consistently expe-
rienced religious, linguist

fear gained currency during
the Assam agitation (1979-85),

industry leader alleged that from competitive growth, driven which led to the signing of the
Gouﬁlt dbuscd its dominant hy ambitious start-ups. Sherman's Assam Accord of 1985, The ac-
peosition via a discrimi v Real land offers some insight into cord preseribed the detection,
Money Gaming (RMG) I’Ilm what the future holds for markets deletion (from electoral rolls),
Program operated throwgh the where the antitrust issue is not and deportation of foreigners
Play Store, and restrictive addressed head-on, Antitrust who entered Assam on or af-
advertising policles. Google's Pilot | scholars sugpgest that rising ter March 25, 1971; constitu-
Progeram, launched in September muonopolisation across American tional, legislative, and admi-
2022, selectively permitted two industries has increased the cost nistrative safeguards for the
specific formats of RMG on the of doing business for growing Assamese people; and res

Play Store - Daily Fantasy Sports
(DFS) and rurmmy — limiting
market access for other formats of
RMG, such as the casual games
offered by the gaming company.
Whille Google discontinued similar
pilots in Mexico and Brazil in June
2024, its Indian iteration
continues to date, offering DFS
and nurmmy operators relatively
unfettered access. For example,
the complaint notes that a DFS
operator with 0% of the market
share acquired 150 million users
over 16 years, but upon joining the
Plat, it added another 55 million
UseTs in fust one year, Google
similarly amended its advertising

businesses, leading to a dramatic
decrease in Initial Public Offerings,
The economic consequences of
such lopsided markets are too
severe for Inclia to bear.

v, global tech giants
play a critical role in powering
these new-age huum-m:s ‘What
the future requires is recognition

tricting the acquisition of im-
mavable property by foreign:
ers, which invariably meant
Bangladeshi people. The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
supported the movement.
The Bangladeshi issue be-

carme an election staple from

from Indian adjudicators that the controversial 1983 elec
averiues for distribution and tion, in which the Bengali-
monetisation must be speaking Muslims, who are
democratised, without dominant voters in at least 35
gatekeeping, for domestic of Assam's 126 Assembly seats,
start-ups to thrive. The gaming participated despite a boycott
industry leader’s case carries on call by the pro-agitation

Sherman's legacy — it is one step
towards a fairer field for everyone.

groups, The issue dominated
the 1985 election, won by the

Asom Gana Parishad (AGP),
which mostly comprised lead-
ers of the agitation. It also
birthed the United Minorities
Front, whose rise stoked the
demaographic
threat, before its space was ta-
ken up by the All India United
Democratic Front,

The Bangladeshi or illegal
immigrants’ issue was in the
sub-text of the promise to pro-
tect faati (tace), madt (land),
bhet (hearth) thar helped the
BJP form its first government
in Assam in 2006, The party's
minor allies were the AGP and
the Bodoland People’s Front,
wihich rubed over a tribal coun-
cil with a history of conflicts
between the dominant tribe
and the migrant Muslims. The
BjP-led government showed it
meant business hy carrying
out the first eviction drive |
three fringe villages of Koz
ranga National Park in Sep-
tember 2006, almost a year af
ter the Gauhati High Court
ordered the reclamation of en-
croached land, Two people
were killed during the eviction
of mostly migrant Muslims.

A slrmlar exercise to evict
fia s from forest land, graz-
ing land, and government re-
wenue land was carried out in
at least 12 places across the
State before the BIP retained
power in 2021 and Himanta
Biswa Sarma  became the
Chief Minister, Despite strong
sentiments against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 2019,
the party came to power rely-
ing on vikas (development) o

turn the tide in its favour.

A former Congress leader,
Mr. Sarmia has been maintain:
ing that the BJI does not need
the votes of Muslims to win
elections, while taking care to
distinguish the Bengali Mus-
lims from the bhilowjia Assa-
mese Muslims. The eviction
drive became more aggressive
under him. In September
2021, an eviction drive in Go-
rukhuti in Darrang district
claimed two lives, It was
paused after a few more oper-
ations. The drive was restart:
ed in June this year across sey-
eral districts of western and
north-gastern Assam,

Citing official documents,
Mr. Sarma has said that 1.29
lakh bighas have been cleared
of squatters so far, and about
209 lukh bighas of land are sill
under encroachment in the
State. He made it more than
apparent who his government
is aigainst by calling encroach:
ment of land a "jihad to finish
the State”, He linked it to an
impending demographic shift,
which he said would make the
Assamese people a minority

2041,

The Chief Minister's detrac-
tors say the eviction is being
carried out to clear land for
corporate houses, including
the Adani Group, which is eye:
ing a thermal power project in
western Assarm. This, they say,
is why people have been
moved out of at least 49,000
bighas where indigenous com-
munities resided.

While the eviction of other
communities has been low-
key, those against Muslims
have had maore traction be-
citise, a8 MLA Akhil Gogoi
saiel, evieting minorities paves
the way for the politics of po-
larisation so that the Hindu
vorers back the BJP, especially
in Ujoni, where the party is
facing challenges. The State
elections are less than a year
wway.

Justice on hold: India’s

courts are clogged

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Wi,

a stark mismatch between caseload and capacity

st delays, exposin

Civil cases in district courts face the lon

DATA POINT |

tractual disputes at every tier, HCs
lead by di of B5.3% crimi-

Kartikey Singh

irmely justice is a corner

stone of public trust in the

legal system, as captured
by the classic maxim “justice de-
layed, is justice denied’. Prolonged
delays often deter people from ap-
proaching courts. Last year, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu termed this
hesitation  the  ‘black  coat
syndrome’,

Although this has been a perpe-
tual issue in India, the scabe is now
striking. Ower 86,700 cases are
pending in the Supreme Court
(SC), over 63.3 lukh cases in High
Courts (HCs), and 4.6 crome cases
in district and subordinate courts.
Added up, the total number of
pending cases in India amounts to
more than 5 crore (Chart 1).

While the principal actors in the
Judicial process - judges, lawyers,
litigants and witnesses - generally
act in good faith and with rational
intent, lhur functioning is often
hindered by  structural  bottle
necks, procedural delays, and sys-
temic  constraints. These con-
straints in case resolution arise
from several interlinked factors,
including inadequate infrastrue-
ture and court staff, complex case
facts, the nature of evidence, and
degree of cooperation from key
stakeholders. Delays are exacer-
bated by the lack of mandated b
melines for different case types
frequent adjournments, and weak
mechanisms to monitor, track,
and bunch cases for hearing. A
major contributor is the absence
of effective case management and
scheduling, with no clear time-
lines for filings, witness examina-
tions, or hearings.

An analysis of the justice deliv-
ery timeline in Indian courts re-
veals stark disparities across court
levels and case types (Chart 2).
Criminal cases, generally consi-
dered as offences against the State,
are resolved fister than eivil ones,
such as property, family or eon-

o

nal cases within a year, followed
by the SC at 79.5%, and district
courts at 7L6%, The real concern
lies i civil litigation at the district
lewel, which handles the bulk of In-
dia's pending cases, where only
38.7% civil cases are resolved with:
in a year, and nearly 20% stretch
beyond five years, This means that
courts serving the most litigants
are the least equipped to ensure
timely justice,

Although the judiciary and the
government  consistently  intro-
duce various reforms, a major sys-
temic cause of judicial delay is the
persistent gap between the sane-
tioned and actual strength of judg:
s across courts (Chart 3). India's
Jjudiciary functions at just 79% of
its capacity, Out of 26,927 sanc-
tiomed posts, 5,665 are vacant, re
sulting in  overwhelming  wor-
Kloads. District and subordinate
courts, which handle the bulk of li
tigation, have a sanctioned
strength of only 25,771 judges, ave-
raging 18 judges per 10 lakh popu-
lation. India operates with just 15
Judges per 10 lakh population.
Even at full sanetioned strength
across all courts, it would reach
only 19 judges per 10 lakh popula-
tiom — far below the 1987 Law Com-
mission’s recommendation of 50,

Alongside broader legal and
procedural reforms,  alternative
dispute resolution offers a promis-
i way forward to ease the bur
den on traditional courts and de-
liver quicker, more affordable, and
citizen-friendly justice. Mechan-
isms such as mediaton, arbitra-
tiom, and Lok Adalats provide fles:
ible alternatives for resolving
disputes outside the traditonal
courtroom. The success of Nation-
al Lok Adalats, which are ongan-
ised simultaneously in all taluks,
district courts, and HCs on a pn:‘

The long
wait for
justice

Tha data far the charts
wara scurcad from the Lok
Sabha, the |ndia Justics
Report, and the Natkanal
Juglic al Bata Grid

Chart 1: Number of pending cases across courts in crone, as
per latest data
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Cargo booking by Railways
to Sri Lanka likely

Tiruchi, July 28: Cargo booking by the Indian
and Sri Lanka railways through Rameswaram
and Talaimannar is likely to be resumed shortly.
Preliminary discussions in this connection
between officials of the Sri Lanka Railways and
the Southern Railway were held here to-day,

Mr. ViT. Navaratne, General Manager, Mr.
G5, Woera Suriya, Operating Superintendent,
and Mr. C. Nadarajan, Chief Commercial
Superintendent of the Sri l.mh I!allwd)'!, Mr. B.
P jan, Chief C
representing the General Manqgcr of the
Southern Railway and his eolleagues
participated in the discussions. The Emigration
and Immigration Ofhicers, Customs officials, Mr.
Marayanaswamy of the Shipping Corporation of
India, Mr. M.N. Balasubramanian, Divisional
Superintendent, Southern Railway, Madurai
Division also took part in the discussions.

Following the cyclone in 1965 which blew off
the Danushkodi pier, goods booking between
the Incian and Sri Lanka Railways was
suspended, While the booking of passenger
traffic at Talaimannar and Rameswaram
continued the Railways have not been booking
cargn bound for Sri Lanka which are being
rotited through ships.

At the conelusion of the discussions, Mr.
Navaratne said that before 1965 Sti Lanka used
to peceive over 73,000 [nnes Cargo every year
by Railway booking. With just three hours for
the streamer to cross the sea - a distance of 27
miles — there was very good booking from the
southern districts of Tamil Nadu to Sri Lanka,
The General Manager said, the pattern of cango
has now been completely changed and the Sri
Lanka Railways was anxious to provide quick
service for the movermnent of engineering and
industrial goods from India to 86 Lanka through
Railway booking.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 29, 1925
Dangerous drugs Bill

London, July 28: The House of Lords to-day
passed the second reading of the Dangerous
Drrugs Bill, the main abject of which is to ratify
the decision of the International Opium
Conference at Geneva, namely, that cocoa leaves
and India hemp should be added to the list of
dangerous drigs, the importation of which is
prohibited by the Act of 1920,

» =



Tuesday, July 29, 2005
CHHERHAL

THE HINDL

SCIENCE

India has the highest number of
slum clusters in flood-prone areas

According to a new study, around 445 million people in the Global South live in areas that have already been exposed to floods; countries like India
and Brazil also have a disproportionately high number of floodplain settlements, because the people who choose to live there Lack viable options

Sandhya Ramesh

looding events are a major
hazard worldwide. According o
2 2024 Moody's report, more
than 2.3 billion people are
exposed to flooding every year. In India,
more than 600 million people are at risk
of coastal or inland flooding, However,
there is a lack of comprehensive data on
ble com jties” flood
risk, especially in the Global South.

A new study has attempted to bridge
exactly this gap by analysing satellite
images of informal settlements or shum
dwellings in 129 low- and middle-income
countries and comparing them with maps
of 343 well- documented large-scale
floods.

The study found that India has the
world’s largest number of slum dwellers
living in vulnerable settlements in
floadplains — over 158 million, more than
the population of Russia - with most of
them concentrated in the naturally
flood-prone delta of the Ganga river.

The largest concentrations and largest
numbers of such people are in South
Asian countries; northern India leads in
abzolute numbers, followed by Indonesia,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan. Other notable
‘hotspots’ include Rwanda and its
neighborhood, northern Morocco, and
the coastal regions of Rio de Janeiro,

Overall, in the Global South, 33% of
informal settlemnents, making up around
445 million people living in 908,077
households within 67,568 clusters, lie in
areas that have already been exposed o
floods. Countries like India and Brazil also
have a disproportionately high number of
floodplain settlements despite also having
suffered many large floods.

The study, published in Nature Cities in
July, highlights the lack of risk
management strategies that prioritise
vulnerable communities, including those
that have already experienced floods,
beyond population-level approaches.

Risk and settlement

The researchers classified human
settlements as rural, suburban, and
urban, and found that Latin America and
the Caribbsean had high rates of
urbanisation (20%), and thus more than
0% of settlements were in urban areas,
In contrast, Sub-Saharan Africa had the
lowest rates of urbanisation and nearly
&3% of informal settlements were rural. In

Sierra Leone and Liberia, informal
settlements hosted most of the
population,

In India, at the time of the study, 40%
of slum dwellers resided in urban and
suburban areas.

People settle in, or are forced to settle
in, floodplaing due to a combination of
factors including access to jobs, social
vulnerahility, and financial constraings. In
India and Bangladesh, the low bying
Gangetic delta and the large national
population contribute to the k

) -
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The authors of the study wrote that
both slum-dwellers and non-stum
residents live in flnodplains around the
waorld, but for different reasons. In
wealthier regions like Europe, subsidised
flood insurance premiums in high risk
areas promotes the desirability of
floodplain areas like beachfronts and
WEbET ViEWs.

Infrastructure like levies also exist to
protect people and houses, However, in
the Global South, flood zones offer
cheaper Laind and housing, pushing low
income househalds into mare vulnerabls
areas,

Data reveal that patterns of informal
settlements also have a distinct bias
towards settling in floodplains, with slum
dwellers being 32% more likely to settle in
a flocdplain than outside due to lower
costs, as evidenced in cities like Mumbai
and Jakarta. In fact, the higher the risk of
flood, the higher the chance of people
settling there,

“In cities like Bengalury, there
definitely is a very strong correlation
b informal and their

The study also highlighted i

Inerability to flaod,” Aysha Jennath,

access to resources and thus local
responses to flooding. These valnerable
residents also suffer the loss of jobs and
access to services among the indirect
consequences of floods.

Expaosed populations” vulnerability was
found to depend on soc i

climate mobility researcher and
post-doctoral fellow at the Indian Institute
for Human Settlements, Bengaluru, said.

“Flood-prone localities are not
preferred by large builders for gated
communities or IT parks, so those areas
are available for migrant workers and

factors like education level and
institutional factors like flood insurance,

informal settlements as they are cheaper.”
Informal settlements in such urban

g | o8 . . A i " 1 P
Aerial shot of a large shum in Bandra, 8 suburb in Mumbal Both slum-dwellers and non-slem residents live in loodplains araund the world, but for different

In cities lke Bengalurw, there definitely
s a very sirong correlation berween
Informal sertlements and their
vulnerabilicy o floods

AYSHA JENNATH

CLIMATE MOBILITY EESEARCHER AND

POST DOCTORAL FELLOW AT THE INDIAN INSTITUTE
FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

areas are typically tin-sheot, tent or tarp
housing, with rent paid to owners
through land contractors.

SDG deadline looms

The researchers specified the need to act
on flood vulnerability risk for poorer
populations as the 2030 deadline for the
United Nations' Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) nears, The
pgoals number 17, including eliminating
poverty and hunger, availing clean water
and sanitation, and taking climate action.
They apply to all the UN's member
countries and focus on vulnerable
communities.

The study also articulated the
importance of taking a human-centric
approach {instead of location-focused)
improve inadequate infrastructure.

. © »

gentrify flood prone areas, pushing
vulnerable communities to areas of
higher risk exacerbated by failing
infrastructure and lack of drainage,
Jennath said,

“Real estate plays a huge role in how
these informal settlements come up”

Finally, the researchers also discussed
the need for the governmendt to
collaborate with communities instead of
banking enly on traditional disaster
preparedness, Skill improvement in areas
like sanitation, waste management, and
installing drainage systems could enhance
the resilience to not just floods but also
other risks like infectious disease, while
providing jobs.

“These data-driven insights highlight
the disproportionate flood exposure faced
by slurn dhwellers in the Global Seuth and
underscore the need for just and
equitable flood adaptation management,”
they wrote.

The findings are also a
proof-of-concept for using machine
learning, which can process large
quantities of data, o analyse satellite
imagery and extract nuanced insights, like
socioeconomic data embedded in
population densities. As a follow-up, the
authors have said they plan to study
timewise processes such as slum
expansion, climate change, and human

Dita shaow large ¢ ions of
settlements in smaller areas, indicating
gaps in housing, infrastructure, and basic
services. Often, even gated communities

o effectively predict future
flood risk.

(Sandhya Ramesh is a freelance science
Jouwrnalist. sndhyrmsh@gmail. com)
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W & material s heated rapidly enough, it may nat
experience an entrogy catastiophe, GREG
STEWART/LAC HATIONAL ACCEL ERATOR LABDRATORY

Gold superheated
far beyond its
melting point
can stay solid

Vasudevan Mukunth

When gold is heated really quickly, it
remains solid at temperatures far above
its melting point, a new study in Nature
has found.

When an object is solid at or beyond its
melting point, it's said to be superheated.
Most materials can be superheated only
in a short range after that point before
melting, Scientists used to think this range
was fixed because of the entropy
catastrophe.

Previously, scientists thowght that if
your hieated a erystal to about three-times
its melting temperature, it wouldn't be
able to stay a solid any more: it'd have to
melt because its atoms would have
become too disordered, In 1988,
Hans-Jirg Fecht from Germany and
William Johnson from the US reported
that when a solid was superheated to
around three-times its melting point, it

temperature, which is impossible. This
temperature was called Tee, where EC
stood for “entropy catastrophe.”

This outcome is "catastrophic” because
of the second law of thermodynamics. For
two phases at the same temperature and
pressure, the phase with higher entropy is
(loosely speaking) the more disordered
one. According to the law, the entropy of
an isolated system can't spontaneously
decrease — yet that is what the entropy of
a solid being higher than that of a liquid

implies.

The “catastrophe” is a warning that +

extrapolating to those problematic
temperatures in the FechtJohnson
experiment didn't enjoy thermodynamic
legitimacy.

The new study with pold explores what
happens when the metal is heated very
quickly.

Understanding the limit of how much
heat a solid can imbibe without changing
its phase is important for engineers to
design materials that work in extreme

Gold suyj eated to 14-times its

melting point remained solid for
a few wrillionths of a second,

Xeray patterns revealed the
atoms were still in the ordered
attern al of solid stals

environments, such as on planets with
brutal atmospheres,

The researchers, from Germany, Italy,
the UK, and the US, used powerful laser
pulses to heat gold films about 50 nm
thick. The pulses heated the gold rapidly,
without giving it time to expand,
disintegrate, or liquefy.

Then, a device produced and emitted
streaks of X-ray radiation that struck the
gold atoms and scattered off only a few
picoseconds after they'd been heated. By
measuring the changes in energies of
those ¥-rays and the directions in which
they emerged from the nanofilms, the
team could deduce the films'

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Lands kept apart, or together, by a sliver

[

QUESTION 1

Mamie the narrow waterway that
separates Eviape from Asla and
which has been central to trade
and warfare far centuries. Once
called the Hellespant, it connects
the Sea of Manmara with the
hegean. Xemes's anmy famously
crosged it on & pantoon bridge in

k
480 BC, followed by Alexander the  QUESTION 4
This narrow strait links the Crimean
b Peninsula to the Russian mainland and
has been of strategic military interest
since ancient times, It is also the site of
& madem bridge that's often baen in
the news vis-a-4is Russia's war agalnst
American land bridge, saving $hips  Ukeaine. Name the straight.

Great in 334 BC.

QUESTION 2

This TT-kilometre-leng structure
connects the Atlantic and Pacific
Oeeans via a narow Central

nearly 13,000 km of traved, 1ts "
canstruction reshaped global
shipping routes and required a

™
K

major efiort to congquer both trapical
disease and terrain, Name it.

[

QUESTION 3

This stralt is anly 3.8 kn wide at its
narrowest point, It separates a Brivish
owerseas territary from the Spanish
mainland, connects the Atlantic Dcean
ta the Mediterranean Sea, and is hame
te & famous rock with mythic
aseaciations. Hame the strait,

QUESTION S
Often mistaken for a human-made

America, Mame it

lemurs

2. Sauth American redents that spend a
lot of time eating - Ans: Gulnea plgs
3. Marsupial that aften went by
“Tasrnandan tiger” - Ans: Thylaclne

A. Common name far Phryosamea
lizards - Ans: Harny toads

5. Sea urchin named far its skeletens
wathed ashore - Ans: Sand dollar

Visual: Whale shark

First contact: KN, Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Salfuddin Midda | Anmal

Agrawal | Faisal Khan

structure, this natural feature is a
slender land connection between two
large landmasses, separating the Pacific
Ocean from the Arctle acean. During the
lee Age, it helped humans crags fram
the upper edges of Asla into Morth

L. Mammals related to primates that
glide between trees - Ans: Flylng

Answers to July 22 quiz

Please send in your answers b
sciencedpthehindu.coin

NESTOR HACOR, COLLEGE.LIERERY

visualk Clockwise fram top left, these are the cities of Auckland, Manila, Seattle, and
Madisan. What deo they have in comman in Lline with this quiz's theme? ELPINTOOD7, RALFF

are.

The team found that gold superheated
o I4-times its melting point remained
solid for a few trillionths of a second, a
significantly long time in the microscopic
realm. The X-ray patterns revealed the
atoms were still arranged in the ordered
pattern typical of solid crystals.

ing to the researchers, the rapid

heating could overtake the effects that
came with heating more slowly. This isn't
a gimmick but a signal that if a material is
heated rapidly enough, there may not
actually be an “entropy catastrophe” The
ultrashort laser pulses made sure the gold
atoms didn't have time to “relax” before
the Xeray instrument came on, revealing
the nanafilm to have been solid even at a
temperature where melting was expected
ton b unavoidahble.

For feedback and suggestions
for “Seience’, pleace write 1o
sclence@thehindu.couln with the
subsject ‘Daily page'
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Corporations shouldn't
expect banking licences

The RBI governor has done well to reiterate the central bankes long-held policy of keeping

corporate henses ot of banfing. It is best to avoid conflics of interest in this vital sector

naworld where change is said to be the
only constant, it's good to know that some
things do not change. The Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) long-held policy of keeping
corporates out of banking, for instance,
“There is no proposal to allow corporates,
either directly or through non-hanking finance
companies, to obtain banking licences,” said
REBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra last week, He
cited an “inherent conflict of interest with a
group actually dealing with the money of
depositors.” So there we have it—spelt out
clear terms by none other than the chief of
India’s bank licensing authority. Hopefully, this
enunciation of RBI's position will deliver res-
pite from a notable reality ever since the sector
was opened to new entrants: incessant lobbying
by corporate houses eager to open banks,
In2020, it may be recalled, REI had released
the report of an internal working group tasked
with reviewing the extant ownership guidelines
for private banks and their corporate structure,
The group’s advice was that large corporate or
industrial houses may be allowed to act as bank
promaoters only after necessary amendments
were made to the Banking Regulation Act of
1948 1o prevent connected lending in particular
and the exposure of such banks to other group
entities, financial or non-financial, in general;
plus, the sector’s supervisory mechanism had
to be strengthened first. Neither has happened,
Although RBI has been tightening supervision,
itis nowhere near fool-proof. We have also not
seen any movement on another key recommen-
dation ofthat report: that a ‘non-operative
financial holding company’ structure be pre-
ferred for all new licences issued for universal
banks. Wisely, RBI has maintained the staius
quo oncorporate entry.

SOMNATH MUKHERJEE

rhitrage or market manipulation?

elieves it ds an e r-edfi-
nt arbitrageur. [t spotted pricing
index options and the

anomalies betwe
Invcle's &
theated
arbitrage, T

The argument that India’s banking sector is
small relative to its GDP in comparison with
other countries inits peer group and we must
therefore let corporations start banks is not
persuasive. Other sources of finance such as
equity, corporate bonds and loans from non-
bank financial companies have emerged in a
bigway inrecent years, Moreover, India is not
the only country that bars corporations from
banking. In the US, for example, commercial
enterprises are not allowed to own banks—in
line with the principle of keeping banking and
commerce apart. The same rationale applies
here too. While safeguards exist, such as a stipu-
lated cap on the stake of promoters as a percent-
age of the bank’s paid-up equity capital eligible
for voting (26% currently), the reality is that
rules designed to prevent concentration of
control can be circumvented. We can never be
too careful when it comes to ensuring the safety
of public savings and securing people’s trust in
the banking system, which serves as the bed-
rock of amodern economy. And that requires
twi conditions to be fulfilled: One, ownership
should be wide and diversified; and two, there
must be noscope for conflicts of interest. Sure,
we could dowith more and larger banks. But, as
the working group report noted back in 2020,
capital has not been a constraint for private
banks, With the Indian economy averaging an
annual growth rate of 7.2% in the past three
vears, that position has only changed for the
better, Public sector banks are better placed
too. State Bank of India’s recent qualified ins
tutional placement aimed to raise 125,000
crore but attracted bids of TL12 trillion, 64% of it
fram foreign investors. This suggests that our
banking sector is doing quite well, thank you
without the entry of corporate houses.

MYy

Resolve the paradox of jobless

-

graduates amid a skills scarc

ty

Ensuring that India’s youth are productively employed is a challenge thal calls for radical reforms

AJIT RANADE
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million young people are graduating
annually with a degree or diploma of
some kind, The problem of getting
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For instance, Inthe recent July frenzy
for admissions o junior colleges
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have no studests, Therel

that this state of affairs has heen golng
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Jobs of tomorrow: India s
t of ademographic revolu-
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The youth, or those between the ages of
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Sebi’s Jane Street order: The canary our market needed

had bought Bank Nifty stocks and futures
waorth over 5000 crore and sold options
worth over T30,000 crore. Arbitrage is
about hmlmnh Tt ome di I|'Ii'[|g‘i' lhnl

! onlmllannl “winning
.50 15 started selling iis stock Tutures posi-
tions But Houidity in these segments 1s so
Do that its trades tanked prices, resulting in
bosses For J5 in s longindex positions, But
It large short options position i5-6 times in
notional exposure to 1ts cash/futres posi-
tioms) got setiled at market close ot a massive
profit. In short, JS appeared tomove prices

ke chief irvestment officer of
ASK Private Wealth,

Inedexapened 2% lower due o wes
ofsomeofits constituents. However, ogtions
on thie Bank Nifty traded at a level where the
implied price was higher, resulting in an
anomaloas price spre 5 did what texi-
books tell ws: buy stocks that make up the
Bank Nifty while selling options on this
Index The trade worked as texthonkssay it
waotild: the spread narrowed withinsix min-

tes, But here's the twist: the total value of
Bank Nifty stocks purchased wasT572 crore
whilethe total notional value of the options
wold was %8, 751 crove, which is more than 15
times, Thisoddity continwed. By mid-day, 15

in the illiquid leg of the market (cash/

futures) so that it could profie from s lange

position inthe Hepukd leg (options),

-\.rhllr e or mnmpa:lnlum * Either way,

o as the prover
ol mine o reveal potenti

podsonons fumes in our capital markets.

Fuerme 1 —Lopsided market structure; Inadla’s

emerging economies by market capitaliza-
tion and volumes bot wever, volumes
are skewed —over B0% are in derivatives
(fumres and options or F&O), with options
accounting for the bulk, The
s shallow. Daily valumes in
HDFCBank, the langest Bank Nifty constine-

ent, for instance, are only about $2,000
Topart this incontext, the total equity
it under management of India’s mutual
funds (MFs) are over T30 trillion, with
TS0-G0,000 crore warth of flows every
month. Thisshew causes distortio
Fume 2—Skewed tar siructure.
5,004 erore teade could

small

move pricesbecanse there 1 ment. But in the F&O seg-
= o countervalling Indian It expDSEd rISks ment, a regulatory over-
entity thatsabletoprovide ¢ ) z hang prevents the creation
v by p]a ving the in |I'|d|3 5 eqmty 0[ such munlol weight
market that can
be mitigated
securities transaction tax = ) &
(STT) on derivatives is 4 if distortive bt FPLs are.
fraction of what it is on . Seeond, short-selling,
regu lations which lets market partici-

L

.ul-fam.lg'e over Indians. FPI8' F&O trades
qualify for capital-gains tax (and are taxed ag
20% iF short-term and 12 ong-term),
bt for Indian entities, the same gains
deemed tobe income {taxed at 25% forcor-
porates and 340% for individualstruses).

Fuemie 3—Regulation stiffes Indian insti-

are sorted out

tions: For many
doming

vears, FPLs provided the
|Ll|LILdll} InIndian stock

market capitalization and volumes than
FPls. This provides a divers pool of
ligquidity in the cash seg-

pandts act on bearish views,
exisis mostly in the realm of
theory,; its process is such
that participation and
Hepuidity are bow,

Tirird, a prodential aversion to leverage
hasleft F&O irading as iisonly source, Bank
lending tocaplial markets is heavily circum-
scribed and non-banking financial compa-
nies have limited capacity o lend. This redu-
ces domestic marke ity and pushe:

According o the fndia Emplayment
Report 2024, the vouth make up B3% of
the total unemployed. Two-thivds of
them have a secondary or higher educa-
tion. The unemployment rate amaong
those with a college degre
3 ni

ol yoruth s in addition to
spening

petitive exams, whe
selected for their d johis
like winning alod ry few bagit.

This group s ldentified by the
acromym Meet': for 'not in employment,
v training.” The coexist-
mipoyment among
il

i, Less

of our youth receive formal

onal training, Most college gradu-

CHITRLIEL -
s,

At thesame time, our langest private
sector recruiters, IT services firms, have
announeed hiring freezes, wel

» by reduced global dems
towards automation iespec
Generative AT) Acomputer s
gracuate is likely o be paid better asa
healtheare worker for geriatric care, for
which there is huge demand, Demand-
supply mismatches hetween the skills
sought and offered are growing.

expanding, but they too regui
sbillls that many gracwates lack
We need aradical shift in
to-emplovment pathways. This calls for
an overl of higher edu onand its
curriculum, more industry-academia
parinerships that blend earning and
learning potential and maore appren-
tieeship:
We miuist also promate entrepreneur-
ship rather than job seeki
tantly, oar Eabowr mark
ciency. Digital exchanges and career
atforms could help,

rUS!' A E!@U&!ﬂ

A man willing to work, and
unable to find work, is
perhaps the saddest sight
that fortune's inequality
exhibits under this sun.

THOMAS CARLYLE

-

partbeipants towards the FROsegment.
Foerth, while there are all sons of imitsin
zquhj markets, Indtxnplmns Fuw mm'
Thi participantscan bl
inindex options many times the stock posi-
tom limits on tl nderdying stocks.
fgﬁ‘].l avery high propartion of market
is concentrated in shont-term
unigueas alarge
st with zero Houidity in derivatives of
mlhrm' nnmh-.lllnm

Tnulia). llwm-dﬂsﬁlltpu']n}, Eathe lifeblood ol
any well-functioning marker. Small twe
intax laws, alongside a rethink on the Aexi-
hility afforded to Indian institotions (espe
clally MFs) would be agreat fresh start. The
appodntment of market-makers for longer-
dhated derivatives is another idea that iswell
tested in India; in the 19905, RE] lcensed ;
slew of primary dealers as market-makers
fowr government bonds with great ¢ 5

Inchia's capital markets are valuable, Sehi
hasdone itsbit as the canary by highlighting
emergent risks. It is time now tomake space
forfreshdeasso that the mine continues to
prospser for India,

These are the authors personad views.
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India’s Income Tax law revision:
Well begunis still only half done

The draft tabled simplifies its language but we also need changes that go bevond form to adidy

KETAN DALAL
ts managing director, Katalyst Advisces Pyt Ltd,

the 'imnll[n‘.'aliunurlh reene T
Act; the panel’s mand ate was ring-| h-lm-(lm.\lmpll-
Aeation of language, reduction of litigatbon and the
vmnpll:um-hunlt-n.-.ln(l[lwlu-m[w:uurmlmui:m[

tee Wi
A Lok Sabha Select Com

at thedraft Income Tax BU framed by the Simplif-

catlon Cormmittee, which has submitted its report

with 285 recommendations, a majority o which

s find Favour with the government: the net

n-:.Il'aInujhj its Himired n

nel will lkely be passed into law with some

T owever, there are some key aspects that
need b be discussed

The Income T ol Il has heen amended
dozens oftimes, and with some 4,000 amend-
ments, s language had tormed complex; in this
comtext, the simplification panel has made a good
ppt e offer clarity. rple, sever:
ions have been added and the

However, the
For example, there n
rule-making to the Ce ral Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT—like in the case of faceless assessments —
nh( n-lug Conpire il |m-1lwnn¢,|m|\'

15 b

existing law that should have been comrected. For
- i the context of the ‘deemed gift' provi-
s SEIZ)0), the definition of v f
i ssly includ
lationship is mutoall

stantive changes. Here are some we badly need,
Individual tavasion: The lmit el annual income
beyond which the maximum tax rate Kicks in
wmly T15 lakh, which seems too low and needs to be
addressed. Also, medical expenses have gone
Ihmu;,lﬂ]n-nm[ln ihe Last few years, as have edu-

wosts, The bill shoald .|lluw ahigher dedue
mediclaim and medical expenses and provide for s

For gifting; this aspect should | h Iy
clarified (even under the existing law:, lh[-( DRT

should have ssued such a cireular)
Eifting berween taxpayers and nephews, for exam-

lh.ll need to be addressed relate o merger: m(l
acquisitions (M&As), incduding group restroctur-
d 1'0||I1IIN-J(»0I«-([:|I

c-\\»na(llm stage ]

Key aspects of substance

sTackuoTa

India's proflem of non-performing.
reduced but is still substantial, Inthe
takeovers that emerge from the official k
process, the proviskon rction 28
wrrite-hacks of halreuts taken by lenders i
s amajor dampener from the perspective of an
acouirer that seeks o reduce its risk of acquiring
an nsolvent com pany

The last two aspects have again been polnted out
tos thes ministry, which appears not to see merit in
these changes,

Administrative dimensions: Then e have been
simplificationsin Tax Collecte surce (TCS)
and Tax Deducted at Source (TDS), but the
that the deductor of tax is dedng o
s pom an Ease of Doing Busine
spective, TDS provisions need to b
opposed to language bedng simplified. Also, given
the need to reduce tax livigation, a robust sdvance
ruling mechanism nw(LaIuh»;ml in place, -.th.lI
taxd be. ©

Fihe tax exempiion for n-J.ﬂ Ives applies only
one-way. Also, the tax ¥ | fora

‘demerger’ does not include 'fast irack demerger,”
her ¢ that coneept came late presentations
were recelved by the Select C 1

L ing
A5, The definition ofa* lll’ll'bl'l’hl v for tax.
neutrality is highly restrictiv
1 ion. I'h( commercial reality of M&A transac
s aned deferved amour

theese asps :1.\'\\'|'I\ poknted outtothe |nlnhlr} bt

Py Iy birushed asid, T o
[ £ point that relationships should be
reciprocal (or twi-way) was met with ; Lresponse

From the ministry Ihal thisis “in

tainty aml]tll;,almn Losses of mErging o mnp anies
arv:ullu\.w-[l[(»In-mrl'lwiI'um:ll!lnnl) restricted

fa
major policy change”
Although the C ||I!|I!||[l1'( s mandate was Hmited,
thelarger concern s that onee the bill is enscted,
the government would be reluctant to make sub-

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN

e

only the second Ind

5, primarily if the merging company
I-. In mannl’amlrlm.r,'ﬂn-.n 1 redie from a bygone
era, since several service compandes also have
losses and the mergers of such companies could
saver them from extinetion and prevent jol losses,

rqun,.,fnn hanlwm-‘llll i h.lu- failed, either

of Eaal tecture or elongated time
frames {or both), making the term ‘sdvance’ seem
meaningless,
Given the Simplification Committes's mandate,

it has done well to simplify the law's language, bt
unfortunatel ather 1h-
stance; the issues outlined sbove still need to be
addressed inthe context of lndia's avowed intent
tovease business, At least some stroctural changes
areneeded, A redraft of our t; s useful and
attractive, nodoubt, but would be di ingif

3
2
£
Ey
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Al'slop’ suits YouTube’s aims
but what about the rest of us?

Al-generated video clips could crowd owt fnoman-made content

PARMY OLSON
Is & Bloombeng Opinion calumnist covesing
technology.

e prevailing wisdom s that Al-gen-
erated content, orslop’ s collo-
quially known, shoald make our skin
erawl Almodels tend fo generate ur
faces. manged il
narios, For example, a YouTube Short
wideo shows a baby that finds tself bedng
shimmied up a baggage loader anto &
b jet, bl [m':- donning

1
Instagram. Several of You' I‘uh 'S ITHISE -
ular channels now feature Al-generated
it heavily.

I'd originally thought this would be a
probdem for YouTube as it grappled with
what loaked like a new form of spam, but
the general lack of complaint from adver-
sers, coupled with the ganghusters

ent and appreclative
anged miy view.

comments from viewers, cf

afte

E It Disniy Compiany
this year as the world'slangest media com-
pany by revenue—updated its policies to
strike a balance, allowing Al-generated
wideos to Aowrish on s platform without
treating them as span
Thee new rules cut ad revenue from low-
effort, repetitive content, Thelr creators
mu,,hl explodt Al tools like Eleven Labs to
wthetle e that reads out a
craped from Reddit, over a slide-
videos
et Aredds of thouwsands of views.
Thevideo platform's overall approac
howeve that Al-generated conte;
e solong as s original, provides vals
tovhewers anc includes some human ingat.
Fornow, itseems to be measuring that on
ch ks as good an
ew tech. YouTube
nger to fighting spam,
Indeed, the policy update seems o have

seripr.
shiow ofstock images. Some of thes

nerative Al tools,
according to the . Advertisers
have atacit understanding that more Al on
YouTube means more content, and more
rEvEne,

1t helps that the indwstry years of
nce trylng to monitor icky con-

it falls short of dealing with fundamental lssues,

MY

NISAR is a remarkable example of space collaboration

frunition with the launch st Ihf-s-n(luI'JuJ} u[

te called NISA
Lsro Sa
ar. The miss bom s org;

a jointly-deve loped satel
The acronym stands for
Aperture Rad

rocket and then be placed ina 7
synchronous orbit,

Jkm sun-

There are many exciting space missions
around the world this vear and the next,

s fvconspiracy theaorie
shown next to thekr brands online, They

o, &l nee it felbowss thie Mir Space
 Ruis-
-.l.lJ had stationed in low-earth orbit from
1986 to 2001, and the 1S5, which was

ts chairman, Inklude Labs. Read
Narayans Mint columns at
wwowlvemint.com
avislblenand

unmanmned ceafts

tively.
crewed o

Gagarin Cosmonaut
Muoscon

Space Center in Houston.

hetween the

of infor- | These span lunar spaceflight, asterold and | Launched nearly 25 years ago and s still
mation absout our planets environment. It | planetary missions, climate and earth sei- fcwnal, Surprisingly, Russia ks
arlier this month, Wing Commander ill scan nearly nd and iee | ence missions and orbital lon (of | the 1SS andh. it iningso
Shubhanshu Shukla veturned toearth 5 s, Thiswillletus | which NISAR at beast until 2028, China,
after spending 18 days in space, He s ack the expansion and contraction of bee | ple), Nasa, JAXA, ESA, sro § though, ever been
b i Jm I):::v been to | shepts, ll:i » and glaciers, plus the del I'ul' .Emtl CNSA SEt for II“'for .
! it dlue to natural b the i
well as natural and m male rh:mgm | untries have -.I,,n[d thlS Nasa-Isro
terrestrial s, ents | the Artemis Accords—aset i i
will bircarvied out by two radarsystems—an | of  principles sate ""‘e ahgns The International
' L-band system and an §-band system. This | peaceful and well with India's r Research Statlon
ald India in lts Gaganyaan haman s lual-band systermn isthe firs space expl (ILRS announced by Hos-
it programae in the coming years, world. The L-band syste clally of the Moon and strategic focus cosmios and CNSA In 2021
Geaganyaan | and 2 are expected to place .1(1 I\'n;uu-.lwll.:huralmg UPL Mars. At a |I|nt- when 15 lied by iaand Chi
arth orbit that will onnear-earth  btutinclud el other
be Lavreched in late 2025 and 2026, respec- L:mln ACH nhm:dah.ul [I’] will .|:I.| i- [ heads o S mumrw\hk:- badjan,
ganyaan 3 isexpected tolauncha | tionally provideahigh space opportunities Belarus, Pakistan and
ater in 2026 or early 2027, | tem forscientific tinues apace, South Africa. The ILRS has
Shuekla himselMwas teained both aethe Yord Iy look deeper, yi announeed plans to power
Training Centre will find thresds of countries geing Italone, | a permanent station on the Moon with a
il subsequently st the Johnson l‘th:m(».luhw)uw:\.um;ﬂ.q isthe CNSA, par- ar plant to be operational beginning in
vehiche. e i ' space statlon frer the Soviet Unbon's space pro-
Another remarkable area of collaboration satedlite, which weighs nearly | launched |nzuz| \l'hlJ[- L‘hlm -.-.1.3[(1I|,,u.|l gramme, this s the frst npan- misalon that
Ineedlan Speace H i | 2400kg, |] 15 been moved to Sriharikota in | i it a collaborative seems Hb i Ive to West efforts.
satbon (lsred and Natlonal Aeronautics and | preparation for ts launch at the end of this t i currently operated by China | Brazil, South K .md‘ lia o
momnth, 1t will lift off on lsra's GSLV-FIG | alone, T 5 technically the third | programmes that ave not just indepe ml.ml

Space Administeation (Nasa) will come to

What's a boon for YouTube could be the
bane of content creators. TockmaTY

have bearnt that s a years-long game of

YouTube clearly wants Al content to
ercompany Google has said that
later this summer, it will bring its video-
generathon tool VeoS to YouTubs Shorts,
making it even easier to create lifelike Al
videosof Storm-Trooper vioggersor bibli-
cal characters asinfluencers. The company
says Al will unbock creativiey” fo s con-
tentereators,

But unlocking new forms of profit is
more siradghitforward for Alphabet than it
Isfor creators, l.llnn\hmrl'llgn lI]]\(.I
bl 1 al
pllot-haby video, Though hischannel has
racked up hundreds of millions of views,
he'sonly received an estimated E2G00 for
his meost viral post, with the balk of his
audience coming fromeountries like India,

where ad pates are low,
Yigit says he spends hours on a single
spene and juggles a dozen tools, suggesting

that even this new generation of Al crea-
tors could end upworking harder for less,
while Alphabet reaps ad revenue from
their output. As the content
machinge runs, it doesn't matterwhether Al
videns are guic y or gruelling
e—omnly that they driveviewsand ads.
s why Yo l\lln- is leaning harder
Intoweloomingslop than policing it Whils

v

u\hal ] n»alaml w
YouTubers race tocapital ie on Al content,
Thee risk is that as slop floods our feeds
= YouTube's recommendatlon
il el powen ot maore thought-
atle work. The
YouTube hits were s!
Infamous clip Cherdie B
happens when the next wave of viral hits
have no bearingon reality, instesd offering
hizarre dreamlike sequences of habi
dressed as Storm Troopers, or Dol
Treump beating up bullies inan allevw
Perhaps they will both reflect and
deepen our sense of disconnection from
real lifie. Al might erm ot to bea boon for
YouTube, but it offers an unsettling future
Foor the rest of us. EBLOOMBERG

el

bt also open towide global collaboration.
clvillan space effort has dist
puished itselfwith its frogal missions, ability
o master complex engineering feats ke
lanwling near thie Mooa's south pole, and its
owverall suecess in terms of speed and design
effectivel . Missions that explore the far
e .hr.mI'er-.oJLr tem and beyond are
better left to countries that have very large
space budg 1 several telescope-
based missions for inters pace and
craft-hased missions for Jupiter, Saturn and
bevond. Indla has a fast-growing p
space sector, but its best retums on sy
Investment are likely to come from pe mmd'
apace that are close toearth, like ne:
orbits and the Moon. This prior
n'ﬂn-ﬁuhn]mnlm\l Few missions, be

| smnall pa_\h 1s,

and crevwed mis: 1l
cirectional tilt towards an Indian
Station by 2035, Renewed interest in
thissector has brought about & new mome
e opened wp exciting possibilities for
i overles in space.
e faist can aedvavived bred ofmon-
Keevs ot @ e dnor plienetofi pery average shar,
But we can understand the Universe. That
waedex as something very special,” said cos-
wiadogriat Stephen Hawding.




avee e
8 FINANCIAL EXPRESS

\\\Op

9|
Inflection point for IT

]
TCS layoffs show being large is no longer enough in an
Al-dominated world; it's all about efficiency, innovation

ATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES’ (TCS) decision to lay off 2% or
about 12,000 of its global workforce is a clear signal of where the
domesticinformation technology(1T)industry nowstands. It's the
first open admission by a major player that the traditional model
that drove decades of growth isnolongerworking, While TCS maybe the first
toact, it’s unlikely tobe the last, Other companies will certainly follow as the
moment of reckoning for domestic 1T firms has arrived. The most striking
part of this development is that the cuts are concentrated not at the entry
level,which has long been seen as most at risk from artificial inteligence (A1),
but at the middle and senior levels. TCS has said the layoffs are not because
of AL but due to a skill mismatch, Still, it's clear that Al and automation are
playing a major role in reshaping how companies think about roles, strue-
tures, and future workforce needs,
For years, the domestic IT sector relied on a model that was focused on
seale, I-‘Jrrm hired Iarge numbemufenginmcharged dlean based on hm
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T A TIME when global
trade discussions are
dominated by tariffs, the
India-UK Comprehensive
Economic am! Trade
CETA)
Tariffs are :ertamly apart of the CETA,
Butitls much more than tariffs. The deal
exemplifies what modern trade agree-
ments between the worlds major
economibes should look like, in terms of
Issues and coverage. The agreement

7 i
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Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

In any exam, the result matters. We should see

whether a student is getting good marks in an
exam and not facus on whether his pencil was
broken or pen was lost

© INDIA-UK TRADE DEAL
ITPUTS FOCUS BACK ON TRADE DISCOURSE ISSUES FOR THE FUTURE RATHER THAN ARCHIVAL ONES LIKE TARIFFS

An Ivy League FTA

AMITENDU PALIT

Seniar ressarch fellow and research lead (trade and
econamics), Institute of Scuth Asian Studies, National
University of Singapare Emai: isosap@nus, sd.sg

Issues, which are far more Important for

future global trade given the
chanam and evr.l]vlng priovities for the

and digltal transformation wor [‘hL-. was efficlent and profitable when
c]lents mainly wanted cost savmge But now, Exper:tall.um have :hanged
faster result: OMmes,

Linn,nclL just execution. At the same ll.me,globalwagedlﬂﬂenenceh have nar-
rowed,and. i kes i il leli | lowitk
people, What that means is that the foundation of the old model is being
challenged. The py-ramid structure, with its layers of managers and ]arge
delivery teams, is harder TCH%s re rmrmrlnu |
on bench time, utilisation, and performance, refl hif
product-focused, agile set-up, Mid- and aenl.ur ]m] emplcly\ze-. who once
t}ulvudh\legau:ynmwh odlel Ways
ofworking,and notall of them areable to make that shift

This isn't happening in Imlall.un Across L'fu:wnrlcl., tech companies are
cutting jobs an r teams, Mi ft, Meta, Google, Sales-
force,and Intel have all made mapurwmkfarceduangt‘_'- .‘x:mehawdull!ctly

2 rules

helps in getting both the developed and
devel i Tiff

ing discussed less

Issues inmod d with { g todigup tar-
And it also marks Indla's entry inblg- i uand 1dwd.ulegtl\a( had sunk into
ticket 21st century modern FTAs, don of tariffs.

Fresident Trump's fondness for tar-
Iffs, demonstrated by his calling them
the most "beautiful word in the dictio-
nary", has signifi Iyl d the

](mlnthLuespm:ttha(theLIK]ndia
CETAsucceeds in pulling back the atten-
tion in global trade discourse on lssues
for the future, rather than archival

global trade discourse by dlg(racting
the trajectary of trade liberalisation,
From the time the most-favoured
nation (MFHN) principle of allowing rec-
Iprocal access became the key rule in
global trade, tariffs began getting
phagedthhileWnrldTrad.eOrganl-
zation (WTO) members, like India,
retained the flexibility of ralsing tariffs

1

under specific el globa

y decline

pgmwd toAlas afactor; others Iked about co thy trade ran mostly on MFN rates. Bilat-
cwer}dring or changing business nee:l-. But the :meralltrend is clear that era]f.md 'El’-'rl:"’[;'e]:-r“ bmusht down
gforafi ral role,

am] where I:lemg Iaqge is o longer ennush brut being efficient and innova-
tive matters more, In that context, TCS's move fits into a wider pattern,
‘What's worth noting is that this is happening even before Al reaches its

In tariffs through FTAs made them far
less important subjects in trade policy
than they were in the 1980,

Thetrade liberalisation discourse, il
themiddle of thelast decade, was largely

next stage, So far, we are still in the early phases. M § 1 agentic Al
systems areyet to be deployed at scale, When they doarrive, theimpact could
be deeper and more widespread. TCS's decision may look sudden, but it has
been coming for a while. The pressures have been building, with changing
client needs, slaw{ng global demand, tighter budgets, and rising expecta-
tions from i The olday rmfhjr]nghlg Idelivering onscale

focused on non-tariff market access
Issues, including those that became
haavlly significant over time, such as

licy, services,
labour and envlronmen( am! dlgi(al

1oTWTD,|
enllghmnlngnpemmDe:emherlDl&,
had rised rleswith sh,

inan

this regard are the decision to lower
automobile tarifis to 10% in a stag-
gered fashion; agreeing to effective
remuneration to P holders for compul -
sory licensing; offering market access
toalmost all key domestic professional
services, including formerly protected
ones like audl(lng and accounting;
ment
prncuremam o UK buslmneg, comm-

mitting to dig
cross-border data flows and cybersecu-
rity; a8 reelng to international labour

between 1 and 4% in global trade, Fol-
lowing this categorisation, the Indian
and British economies have combined
shares of 4.5% in global gr.lods (rade
and 11.4% in glabal ser-

suppaortive
anvlmnmm( gml?s.

There are red lines that India
haven't crossed. These include protect -
Ing the domestic dairy sector; legal ser-

wvices trade respectively; these shares
enlarge to 6% and 14% If global trade

rules; and the defence prn‘curement
market. However, in spite of these

like meaningless tarlfis, shares are measured after exceptions, tha FTA marks a distinetly
Theere are many reasons excluding the | E of for
forthe UK-India CETAtobe It makes India pean Union trade. India. What lt a]so Indicates is India's
looked at closely. I d for There are many signifi- growing willingness for bringing in
First,Itisa FlAbetween Wl Prepare cant market access com- | modern and new-generatlon Issues
the world's fourth (India) engaging with mitments that the FTA | withinthe FTAsitissigning.
and sixth (UK) largest  modern trade pacts  brings for both countries. The UK FTA makes India well-pre-
les, The bined ically hailed as These include, for Indla, pared for engaging with modern trade
economic size of the FTAls oy ol easy market access fora | agreements that have been typically
i lued| 21st-century, like  pynen oflabour-intensive | halledas 21st-century,such asthe Com-
market GDPTh bined  the Comprehensi exports like leather prod- | prehensive and Progressive Trans-
market Includes around 2 and Progressive ucts, textile, processed Pacific Fartnership (CPTPP). Indeed, it
billion people, Second, it is Trans-Pacific ioodﬁ antwear toys, and ising If in the foresee-
oneof the most prominent N icals, For the kes astrong bid for
FIas exhibiting the com- Partnership UK, similar access ls pro- | joining the CPTPP given that it has beg-
plementing vided for medical devices, uncomplying withthe CPTPPs exacting
between the Global South leohalic b ges, elec- dards in many areas, Coupled with
and North—as seen through it being  trical machinery, alrcraft parts, and var- the fact that it Is in FTA engagement
Indla's first FTA with a major G7 mem- fous food products, The UK has brought bilaterally with various CPTPP mem-

berthat s a mature indust!
erneconommy like the UK. Third, in terms
of the current strategle and geo-eco-
nomic vision of the global order and the

trade. TheTmmpmm. d

[ eh. Firms mu -
erty, invest in talent wnh newer skills, and ta](eun a m,unulrategl.c mle for
theireli g inwhich they have Iwanting IfTCS has

taken the first step, its peers can't be [arhehind

Angel investors in India
will become rare species

back thisd Ieas(acnuplenf
decades by reviving the spotlight back on
tariffs, As a result, new-generation trade

trade landscape, it marks a trade deal
between two of the world's most peomi-
nent"middle powers".

Indiaand the UK are middle powers,

soclal |
for temporary Indian workers on par
with those from most other countries,
Both countries have offered strong
access to professionals in each other's
domestic service markets,

India hasbeen remarkably bold in its
affers in the FTA. Some key examples in

bers, such as Australia, Chile, New
Zealand, Japan, Canada, Singapore, Peru,
and the UK, it is as close to the CPTPP as
itcould have been, There s no doubt over
India having broken into the 215t cen-
tury FTAleague with the UK deal,

Views are parsonal

Govt role in building Bharat

g afford-

ANGELHVESTING MIn crosseda imliatoneot 51 5ilon nsorm- F To sustain momentum in India’s real estate sector,
dose ol roguintory atiention. . GIRISH KOUSGI policy must focus on scalability, digital enablement,
affluent individuals who placed small b long shots were tar- . . .
2 angel tax'whichviewed start-ups g 140 and CED, PNB Housing Finance and stronger public-private partnerships
Now that theg has finall P lewy, th itiesand
Exchange Board of India has sown fresh seeds ofd.isqu'let for peaplewhn want totry
ly-stag i i e INDIA'S ECONOMY TRATED e women alone, Moreover, the PMAY-U GST slabs for residential properties are
Ci i | funds h lled by 4% over th di kable stability amid global dis- diverted for other purposes, By mandat- deadline has been extended to Decem- further lowered. Rationalised, lower
ments h. d by a third, Th [ rates, but Sebi seems to ruptions, supported by strong domestic 1!1&3 detalled disclosures by developers, ber 31, allowing more time to complete rates will also benefit developers since
'bel.imltcanglwzafuﬂherbnnsttnue" i business” Although that'sawel- ptiomn, i d g RERA has enh dt P com- the sanctioned houses. From the they will provide an impetus for addi-
. Asarisk-taki: | preads b d pending—particularly in infrastruc- munication for home buyers and cur- lender's perspective, the interest subsidy tional sales.
blished busi i emerge. [fangel funds ext t d dative monetary  talled project delays. scheme implies that borrowers will Sinceland constitutes 30-60% of the
b don't: k P T I palicy. The country's real estate sector ks Hesldes policy reforms, rationalisa-  maintain thele home loan accounts for  total price of a housing unit, a propased
dropout b g ital o pei uil expected to reach §1 trillion in market  tlon of tax ratesin the Unlon Budgethas a derto fully 1% land bank pollcy muld bea wel-
The regul: 111 hackleangy from the Compa- size by 2030, up from SzDDhllllnn in  benefitted homebuyers since it leaves access the benefits under PMAY, therely b
nies Act, which limits pation in private pl ities to 200 subscrl 2021, EyJDIS Ttwill 130 hy ith disposable | The fostering long-term customer retention age of land for affordable housi ns in
bers/ uire public offerings. But this rul funds, th 'GP, tax rellef is expected to augment  andsustained engagement. wrban India, This
where prc g quired to have skinin thnn-amn Plus,the risksare India s witnessing a steady shiftin -~ demand for housing, benefitting mid- C ial real estate dedicated portion
explained in d d explici hbet But pof from rural tourban areasin -~ dle-class buyers, investors, can be democratised hy owned or underutlhsed Iand In euery
how does th al ch I P i and landlords due to the fra state, for devel
[thasmeupwldlap‘lan Pmmnenmr' i I inangel ﬂmda ties The housing shortage lsprimarilyin - lower tax labilities and S,\rmrg,v between  ship, allawing multlple ah‘lehuuglngprﬂjects.kuilt on a madel
ill by i hel pts (B thelow-i group and icall reduced govt initiati pecple to own a property similar to the special economic zene
200-person rule, managers will no longer have to limit participation, This “would ! ! A Ing issues. H alsa jointly while sharing the land zoning framework, this initiative
allow angel funds to show epportunities to a wider pool of eligible investors, while 950 of the deficit. The foremost reason. gain from a revision in demographic ’hm-‘ costs and benefits, Essen- would ensure a steady supply of urban
staylnglnmnfnmltymthmel’_‘nmpanln Act”Sebl sabd last month, is the dearth of affordable capital for  rules allowing two self- and increased tially, each person recelves land for soclal housing,
‘There's a catch, however. ls aren't reall Seblwants quality homes, Households earning less  occupled properties to be access to form.| equity in a specific prop- India’s housing sector stands at a
them tohecome accredited Imenursllkem the l.r"imquallfy forenemp(lun They than ¥9 lakh annually remain under-  treated as tax-free versus financs is erty, along with access to d glsed by fi d-look
wil year toadjust to th Trouble served by formal credlt channelswith  only one previously, This its it dasharel ing policies, inclusive reforms, and a
Isthatwhile 13%of. the threshol dresidingin India's real l‘m the rental income or its  deeper understanding of home owner-

forbuying private securities,so faronly 650 Indians

Doonly0,00005%of Indk han €20

geml urban or rural reglnn.L
Nevertheless, g has

will give a fillip to home

 of a second

seena surge ind 0, par-

million (§230,000) annually, or have a net worth in

excess of S860,0007 Not really. Counting just the top

taxpayers, at least 60,000 people should aas]ly meet
andards. But to get

I .

ANDY ke ; 7

tlmlaﬂylnner 1l to IV cities. This gwwm
Is driven by easler access to low-cost
lpans, along with | d

hame in tier-11 clties and beyond.
The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) further supports hnme uwner
nh

of huusmsand smwlng self-construc-
tion activities,
T 1l d

MUKHERJEE  vendorsbytracing OR-code-based pa;-mems itiin

gafegua‘nd customer interests, the Cen-

nobody'sinterest

Eloomberg how rich they are.
Even if the goal is to drive aceredization, why sin-
gle out start-up investors? They are already set apart from the nine out of 10 retail

trel duced the Real Estate Regula-
tion and Development Act tl’tl’-_‘lh\] in
2016, RERA

shipvia interest subsid:

Under PMAY-Urban 2.0, a ¥10-lakh
crore Investment will be made to meet
the housing needs of 10 million urban
poor and middle-class  families,
Recently, the scheme has gamed

appreciation, Indian citi-

zens as well as non-resi-

dent Indians (NR1s) can invest in guch
T but

ship as a national development driver,
The synergy between government inl-
tiatives, demographic shifts, and
i d access to formal finance is

eign Exchange Management Act rules
and enly use NRI-designated bank
accounts for these transactions,

One key reform of the past decade
that needs mention is the goods and
services tax (GST), The GST rate is 1%
foraffordable homes and 50 for other

h the Centre af
the lon of 2,35 lakh houses

0 com-
ply with plred.etermlned tlmelmeg in

Street The public- market casi hereth d e par

1 lyself- wﬂtut)\elrmndmanagef‘l‘m
thresholds arelow,asisth burden, Mot I b
Inunlisted i riskappetite forit, But Ivingl d
cnnsent th be safiely Ieﬁalonl-_[t'.s“L i ndhankllqmgulataﬂthat

The §1.2 billion that angelg have mmnuned 50 far nuylwt produce gupemar
enterprises. That's fine,as long asa g of
entrepreneurs, Millennial and Gen 2 billicnalres among Indla's traditional EamIJy
owned fiems are bnred mth Iunlnesx‘l‘hey dr.m\ fancy ler chances against elther

thl’s other ideas are Iauda'hle Hel.mng dle ﬂmt and capon eresumm.t doing

ing projects while opening

across nine states, OF these, over 1.25
lakh homes have been sanctioned for

E EDITOR

Digital discrepancy

Apropos of *Bridging the digital

chasm® (FE, July 28), the rapid growth
of digital infrastructure and access has
increased digital penetration. But this
has nat been matched by a similar rise

ups as they mature will imprave returns. But Enrnlgmvestaﬂmget ancredlwdhy
third panleg?‘l’hat 's sure to backfire, unlegs Sebi itself obtains their p

Many users,
espec mllym rural or marglnallsed
lack the skills to use

remains

database, a I yesoemn answermthe e]lglhl]lty questlan digital tools eﬂectwely or safely, Their
'hasedr.ln the; ities, could help i with I
numberof 450 mcredlwdlmesmn manifald. limited, passive, or even risky. This
Regd, No: DL-21048/05-05. R.NL Na, 26750/ 74, Ramash Chander Malh, of The Indian Expi

imbalance has created a digital
ecosystem where connectivity is
mistaken for empowerment. True
Empowenment requires more than
Just devices and data. it demands the
ability to critically en?nge with digital
cantent, navigate online services
confidently, and make informed
decisions, Without targeted efforts in
digital education and capacity:
building, the promise of digital
inclusion is anly partly fulfilled.
Marayanan Kizhumundayur, Thrissur
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categories. T g
tration in the country and ensure that
housing is within the reach of all sec-
tlons of soclety, it Is iImperative that

pene-

RBI rate cuts

The earlier policy rate cuts by the
Reserve Bank of India (R8I) is yet to
ignite the private sector, The Centre
has done the heavy-lifting with public
capex to prop up growth, but private
investment remains tepid, and indus
trial credit offtake is modest, The issue
is not all abowt the cost of capital but
demand uncertainty, |

steadily reshaping the contowrs of
India's real estate,

To ensure this momentum is sus-
tained pohcy st incus on scalability,
digital ublic-
prlvate partnerships. Only th:n can
India bridge the urban housing deficit,
fulfil rising aspirations, and transform
real estate Inte a pillar of inclusive
growth as we move towards the goal of
Viksit Bharat by 2047,

capex boom but Bkely support consw
mption, especially in sensitive sectors
ke housing and auto, and ease oo
wing costs for micro, small, and med
wm enterprises, and debt servicing
burden on corporates and the govern
ment. That said, as major central ban
ks tend to soften rates, the RE! must
loak for monetary harmony in the face
of kess welcome capital inflows.

R 1, Mavi Mumbai

points, and a palpable debt aversion,
Anather rate cut now may not spura
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A compass, not a verdict

ICJ's advisory opinion invests global climate obligations with more than moral weight. India must
navigate litigation risks, enforcement gaps, and fossil fuel dilemmas; align duty with dignity

SYED AKBARUDDIN

FORONCE, A ruling of the International Court
of Justice (1]} at The Hague is making waves
in Hyderabad. In a rare instance of policy res-
onance, the advisery opinion an climate
change delivered by the 15-judge panel of
the IC] on July 23 has sparked conversation
far beyond decision-makers in India. The IC['s
unanimous declaration of climate change as

threat is being discussed not
or i in Delhi and board.
in Mumha\ bt al i
in Patanchen,

Mmcl teach public policy.

The case was initiated by Vanuatu, a
Pacific island nation with a population of just
3,00,000. In March 2023, it led a coalition of
small iskand states to secure consensual ap-
proval from the United Mations General
Assembly toask the IC] two questions: What
are states legally required o do to address
climate change, and what are the conse-
quences if they do not fulfil these duties?

Owver 130 countries joined as co-sponsors.
lndladid nmw\ but |rddmt nppasmerther
position in gobal climate dlplumacy.

India's hesitation did not stem from dis-
interest, Rather, it reflected clear-eyed re-
alism. As a developing nation still working
to ensure universal access to electricity,
healthcare, and employment, [ndia under-
takes a difficult balancing act. Uinlike indus-
trialised countries, India has not benefited
from centuries of fossil fuel-powered
prowth. Although its total emissions are ris-

i =

m, reduo

ts, and cr
These duties are no konger moral appeals.
They carry legal weight.

adapt to cli-

lowwest globally. Many households still rely
on biomass for cooking and face irregular
power supply.

Despil Inclia has taken
ambitious climate actions, By 2020, it aims
fior half its electricity to come from renew-
ables, Em:muns intensity has declined, af-

The Court alsc limate change
violates rights to life, health, and housing.
States must act based on the best available
science, adopt ambitious national plans,and
may be legally compelled to strengthen
them, Failure to act could invite claims for
climate damage. Subsidies for polluting fuels
ane now wnhm Iegal sl:rutmy The opinion

and electric buses
now run in several Indian clm.‘s including
Delhi, Mumbat,

does not ji itopensthe

door to legal consequences,

India leads the me'natlmal Salal Alliance
and the Mission LIFE campaign promoting
sustainable consumption. During its G20
presidency, it ensured that climate finance
remained in the global spotlight.

These are not peripheral gestures, They
are structural shifts, By any fair measure,
Inedia has done more with less. By contrast,
Canada emits seven times more per capita
and continues to expand its oil sands pro-
duction. Australia, a major coal exporter, sets
maodest dumestlc rargets Wh!lL‘ profiting
firo | i historical
responsibility, economic capacity, and pres-
ent-day ambition, India's efforts stand out,

“et, the sweeping 1] opinion, though not
legally binding, will have consequences for
India. It draws not only on climate treaties
but also on the United Nations Charter, cus-
tomary international law, the law of the sea,
and human rights lawe, The Court affirms that
states have obligations to prevent environ-

Far
without recourse, this is a potential game
changer. It affirms the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities. India has
long argued that those who contributed
most toclimate change must do more mad-
dress it. The IC) has now given that argument
legal grounding. It will bolster developing
couniries in ghobal negotiations,

“Yet, the new begal terrain raises at least
three public policy challenges for India,

First is legal preparedness. Indian courts
already interpret the right to a healthy envi-
romment as part of the right ln]lie The I.C]

spur a wave of litigati

ing stronger climate action or even compen-
sation. The Indian state could also face lav-
suits from within or from affected
claims will be vital for legal and policy sta-
hility. Otherwise, a torment of litigation could
emerge without clear legal standards,

Second is enforcement, India's environ-

Yet, the sweeping IC] opinion,
though not legally binding,
will have consequences for
India. It draws not only on
climate ereaties but also on the
United Nations Charter,
customary international law,
the law of the

that states have uhllgatmu\. to
prevent environmental harm,
reduce emissions, adapt to

cooperate 1(1l|_maumu||y
These duties are no longer
moral appeals. They carry
lepal weight

R Sasikeirmar

mental laws are strong on paper but patchy
in practice, Pollution control agencies remain
underfunded and compliance varies widely
across diffierent states and sectors. The IC] has
rv:m!r.lrmd tlm importance of due diligence.

yCapacity must now

bmmman.munal priority,
‘Third is the issue of fossil fuel subsidies.
These remain crucial for ically vul-

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“Macron is right: Only a two-state solution, in which a Palestinian stare is
eatablished, will enable a normal life for the two nations living between the

Mediterrancan and the Josdan River”

— HAARETZ, ISRAEL

Swordplay in
the dark

AVice President’s exit that could have been about
bigger things. An Opposition whose best hope is
thatgovernment’s cracks have started showing

VANDITA MISHRA

WHY DID VICE President [agdeep
Dhankhar resign suddenly, at the end of the
first working day of the Monsson Session of
Parliament? The question is riveting. Bur
unfortunately, as we look for answers, l'af-
faire Dhankhar allows us a very limited
range of wondering,

As Vice President and Rajva Sabha
chairman, and as Governor of West Bengal
before that, Dhankhar spoke the lines
scripted by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, almost as if they had written them
out for him, In West Bengal, he took on the
elected Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee,

the red lines by a constitutional authority.

‘What we are beft with, then, isadrama,
less real and more imagined, of mincing
moves on the chesshoard of poveer and pol-
itics that ostensibdy bed to the V-Fs exit. This
shape-shifting drama is set against the
backdrop of the newly reconvened
Parliament, where large issues and funda-
mental concerns have lined up — from
unanswered questions about Operation
Sindoor to fears of disenfranchisement of
large numbers of voters touched off by the
E|l.‘ClII:In Cummlssmn s ongoing Special

toral rolls in Bihar,

As the Monsoon Session enters its sec-
ond week, on one side is the shadow-play
over Dhanlchal‘s exit,and onthe other sldc
an D) i Ilm:h!ng at
for small point-scoring even as it sirugeles
‘o get a grip on the larger story.

h -

IS
to host a farewell dinner for Dhankhar, os-
tensibly to embarrass the governiment, twist
the knife in, But on the SIR in Bihar, the
Curu;mss—lcd Oppusltlun 5 Icglumarc riti-

everyday, irming up a template for the dis- s imprac-
abling politics pracmcdhyadm EjP—ap- tn:al timelines ina pull—buund state anun
painted in O danger of being clc

stares, At the Centre, he confronted the  unity. And by Rahul Gandlu ‘s loose and
Opposition and the Judiciary loudly and  lurching pot shots at the EC.

persistently, and weaponised the Rajya
Sabha rule book to stifle debate, There
seemed mbe little or no daylight between
the positions of Dhankhar and the Modi
povernment, Lip Gl now.

So, now that a crack is showing, wide
enough for Dhankhar to have made his un-
ceremonious exit, or for him to have been
eased out abruptly — no one seems to be
taking the health reasons he cited for his
resignation seriously — in a so far unbro-
len facade, there is an opening.

All the fevered speculation in the last
week about why the former V-P quit his
joby, however, boils down to this; Perhaps,
hiddenin plain sight, Dhankhar had over-
played the hand I‘I.E had been dealt by the

Maodi main-

nerable households, especially for cooking
£as and kerosene. But they also delay the
shift to cheaner alternatives, The IC] opinion,
including the separate declaration ap-
pended by Judge Da]umr Bhandari of India,
makes clear that i

InGujarat, on Saturday, Gandhi report-
edly said the ECwas like a "cheating cricket
umpire” and that Congress defeats in the
2017 and 2022 assembly polls in the state
alsnhad todo with manipulated voter lists
— this is hlame-laying in retrospect, Gandhi
never said so earlier, To be sure, there is
room for overblown rhetoric when a leader
speals to his party — Gandhi was add ress-
ing the newly appointed presidents of the
Congress's district and city units, But by
lashing out at the EC so widely in an at-
tempt o IEtCongL‘ssednlm hDDk. hcalsa
party and others in the Oppaosition are
making on the haphazard conduct of the
SIRin Bihar by the EC.

In Gu]anr Congress has failed to

and

tains tight cantrol overits
MPs and also over constitutional authori-
ties, could not let it be,

The story of the V-Fs exit could have
been more interesting than this, Arguably,

it could still b

as fiscal implications. India must rethink
how it provides suppart to the poor with-
out locking them into polluting fuels. That
will demand both financial resources and
policy innovation.

The diplomatic challenge lies in aligning
climate ambition with fairness, India must
continue taking climate action while de-

It could have been that Dhankhar has
done something that has not been done so
far toa third-term government witha mes-
sianic self-image, which gives no quarter
to the dissenter and lays all its opponents
loww, & government that loses no opportu-

fending the context of its
needs, Climate justice must not become a
new form of injustice.

The milestone IC] opinion is not just aver-
dict from afar, but a compass. It signals the
end of voluntary climate ambition and in-
vites all countries tochart a harder, but fairer

stanchth of tothe BP
«camp, to an extent that voters d!Slrllsl the
party's ability to haold its own in the state,
quite literally. As in many other states, it
has failed to challenge BJP dominance
through new ideas, or through a new set
of leaders. Its messaging has been incon-
sistent, lacking follow-up on the ground.
Ithas not been able to live down the short-
comings and mistakes of its own govemn-
ments in the past. Mot one of those issues
can be fixed by turning the focus to

nity v assert it absohutely.  voter lists,

It could have been that DI po- The engoing SIR in Bihar is a different
kentruth better, the Constitution  story, where the ECis fumbling visibly But
— to power, from within, And that, having i i i |
successfully subdued the O ition,and  authority so indiscrimi Congress
its own ministers and MPs, the government makes it harder for itself to ask the more
has now come up against a pushbackfrom  pointed questions o the EC.

the bess bendable constitutional authority.
That's a tantalising possibility, still. Bur

course, For India, the ct
duey with dignity and a.ml:utmnwnhjumm

The writer is former permanent
representative of india o the

United Matians, and dean, Kmutilya School
af Pubiic Poticy, Hyderabad

thereis anditis this; Nothingin
Dhankhar's public record till now, in the
state or at the Centre, supports this theory.

Both the V=P exdt drama about shadowsy
things, and the loose balls Congress is
throwing at the EC, are part of the same
story. Foran Opposition still Dailing to seize
the initiative, the best hope is that, in its

Amndia wy

far — would also have been intrinsic to a
power-drunk government being shown

third term, the go cracks have
started showing.
vamdito mishrofexpressindia.com

ASHWANI KUMAR

A just equilibrium

Presidential Reference to SC can help redraw boundaries between institutions

THE UPCOMING HEARING in the Supreme
Court of the Presidential Reference arising
from the Court’s judgment in The State of
Tamil Nadu vs The Governor of Tamil Nodu
(2025) is of seminal constitutional signifi-
cance, This is because of the perceived en-
oroachment of the states” defined sovereign
functions and the roubling non-ohservance
of conventional discipline in the exercise of
high constitutional power, The Court's advi-
sory opinion, though not binding, will have
sng!uﬁcant persuasive value for the exercise
nd th

tral government in d\c future,
Inits adjudicatory decision, the Court has
indicted the Tamil Nadu Governor for with-

suggestion to the President to seek the
Court's advisory opinion “when deciding
on bills reserved by the Governor® is
fraught and open to interrogation for judi-
cial overreach, This is because the
President's prerogatives were not directly
in question before the Court and because
the I‘rmdcnts SOVEreign power operabes

binding judicial precedent, the Reference is
seen &s an opening for a review of the judg-
mentor justification for a possible legislative
initiative to insulate the President from the
restraimts imposed by the Court, should the
atvisory opinion be at variance with the ra-
tinand reasoningin the Tamil Nadu caseinso
faras it relates to the President.

cise of sovereign power, unless palpably
malafide, has raised questions about the bal-
ance of constitutional power. The necessity
of restraint in the exercise of judicial power
has been reiterated by the Court in the Tamil
Madu case itself, holding that [in] “the exer-
cise of setf-imposed restraint. . courts do not
ventue |mn areas ormrmnoe in Whl:h

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLIMATE ACTION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'A wel-
come nudge' (1€, July 28), I?m:nﬂy thc
IC] delin da landmark

on holding nations accountable fn(ﬂll.‘il
greenhouse gas Smissions, recognising
the urgent and existential threat being
faced by the world While the IC] opinion
s not binding, it could influence nations
o push for stronger climate action, A
polluted environment, owing to
changes in the physical, chemical, and
biological conditions, directly affects
mtal and ph_-,slcal health, making sur-
It. Article 12 of the Covenant

the mcmmvc (‘hlcf]usm:v: ERGM in hls
recent address at the Oxford I.In!nlL is re-

in realm and on adifferent plane Ourt's view

inourec heme, Astherepos-  on ific and substantial questions

itory of the highest sovereign power, the  of publicimportance, These include whether

President isentitled to the fullest presump- " the judiciary can mndllya( icl

tion n[ mgularlty in the p eof  stitutic resident
duties, unaffec as- G through Article 142", whichcon-

sumed possibility of an irregular mmsﬂ

fers upon the: Suprmm Court judicial power
of the widest its internal

of powver. [nspired by national i

for v long

to bills passed by the Legislative Assemily, It
held that his conduct was unconstitutional
and it was permissible for the Court to read
into the silences of the Constitution an im-
plicit obligation on the Governor's part toex-
ercise constituticnal discretion reasonably
and impartially. Relying on government cir-
oulars, the Court held that decisions by the
Governor and the President concerning as-
sent to bills are required to be taken within
three manths of the date of receipt of the
government’s recommendation for assent.

The judgment is unexceptionable for its
constitutional logic as far as the Governor's
conduct is concemed. However, the exten-
sion of the Court's reasoning to the exer-
cise of presidential prerogatives and its

. Em =m
T T

generally not to judicially man-
ageable standards, the nature of the
President's functions place the head of
state in a unique position that does not
warrant equivalence with the Governar,
who holds office at the plcasum of the

Diespite i
coherence and unimpeachable Iogic in rela-
tion to the conduct of the Governor, the
Conrt's decision can be questioned for its di-
rections (cloaked as a suggestion) to the
President to seek its advice under Article 143

ported to b, i
of judicial power.

Judges, made wise by experience, disci-
plined by law and elevated by knowledge, ane
expected to weigh and halance competing
vabues,a function central to their role. The na-

]
configure ajust constitutional equilibrium of
power sothat the country's democratic or-

deris nmmhhnstagctndmunlcmmdm
pulsesof, oli;

President as her he state,
Itis not surprising, therefore, that in a clear
disapproval of the Court's judgment, the
President has sought the Cuun 5 adwsory

requiring asgent. This has been
critiqued, not unreasonahbly, as an wmwar-
ranted judicial intervention inthe exerciseof

As the nation's conscience-keeper, the Court
i indi i by the con-
sistency and moﬁlilm.‘giry ufiuju:lgmcm

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and Article &1 ) of the Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights provide the right to
enjoy the highest attainable standards

review and corrective measures.
Emphasis should be laid on increasing
exports by maintaining proper balance.

Subhash Vald, New Delhi

DIVERSIFY TRADE TIES

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Be uncer-
tainty-ready’, I, 28 July 2025). The use
of tariffs by the Trump administration
and its numerous wamings io Indiaand
other BRICS nations should be a wake-
up call for Indian foreign policy. The tar-
iffs migght still be uncertain but what is
‘certain is that a trade deal won't be as

A Inclia j

y T
UK Inddia must have flexible diplomatic
relations with small or developing na-
tions as well in order to have access to
their markets, Even though it may not

with the UK and arrived at a Free Trade
This will boost

of physical and mental health, Timajor

wal, Chandigarf countries, it will at least ab-

sorh the damage caused by high tariffs.

UK FTA TEMPLATE Daksh Salankd, New Delhi
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Carry it T By T
forward' (1, July 28). India made con- RL RALTALENT

certed efforts to negotiate a trade deal — THIS REFERS TO thee artiche, The creativ-

|tycumculum (IE, July 28). It rightly
the need to nurture creativ-

trade practices beneficial to bath coun-
mns Asimilar pmcess may be adopted
good economic relations

apinion on the key cc
that emanate from its decision,

Theo Ref
concerns the “constitutional boundaries of
executive and judicial authority”, which are

C
arrangement, Pertinently, because the
Court’s advisory opinion cannot displace a

in view of the established processes of decd-

pertaining to legal counsel.
Judicial intervention in policy choices of

sovereign discretion, not ¢ il the  andby

| issues  scopeof politics and polmcsa(lunoddlnjumnaly
dmmmmefdn:cmm uFTa:mI Madu, \c\c\:lcnawtha(lhsmﬂmwudnmod’thcmm
This partof the that enduring

questions of our time will be Fuund.

The weriter is senior advoonte, Supreme
Court and former Union Mirister for Laow and
fustice, Views are personal

epaper.indianexpressicom I |l

wm\ other na(lnns This will help pro-
Mot O EConamic gmwth enhamce
ies  and

ity for Viksit Bharat, 2047, But if we are
truly aiming for transformation, we
must go beyond CRSE. State boards and

into this creative vision. In the fading

strengthen international ties, At pres-
ent, there is a significant trade imbal-
ance with many countries, which needs

silenced by outdated pedagogy and a
lack of resources,
Zainab Irshad, famo
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Five years of NEP: Taking stock of the transition

Afew reforms proposed in school and higher education have made their way into classrooms. Others are stuck in Centre-state tussles & institutional delays

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, JULY 28

IT 15 five years since the National Education
Policy (NEF) 2020 — the country’s thind such
policy since Independence — was cleared by
e Liricn Calbinet, Thee NEP promisad a sweep-
i ool i ation,

rate texthooks for each subject. New books
for classes 9-12 are expected next,

First steps of early childhood learn-
img: The NEP aims to make pre-primary
learning universal by 2030, NCERT'S Jaadui
Pitara bearning kits are already inuse, and the
‘Women and Child Develapment Ministry
has issued a national ECCE cumquum

Dedhi,

Someof that vision has made its way into
classroams. But a lot remains on paper,
slowed by state-Centre frictions, or held up
b instituitionial delays,

What has worked

School curriculum is :hing

fwree the minirmum age of six for class 1 en-
try. 2023-24 clata sh fallinclass 1 enrol-

Credit Fr: i (NCIF) have been devel-
oped. UGC rules published in 2021 allowed
students to earn and store credits digitally,
evenac

move betwween courses or exit and re-enter,
The systemn allows students to earn a certifi-
cate after one year, a dxp‘lnma after two, or

e a four-year mubtidise

foreign

are in the pracess of be-
LGC i plus two
maore at GIFT City, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said earlier this month,

What's in progress
~ Changes in Inlnl exams: The NEPen-
s s, Starting

The NCrF brings similar Nexibil ily (1]
u'hnnl ﬂudmm ‘where learning hours (in-
Jtranslate into cred-

ments to 1.87 crore from the 2,16 crore of
previous year, likely due to this age cutoff.
About 73% of those enrolled had attended
some form of preschool, The big hundles ane
better training for Angameadi workers, and

showly: The 10+2 system has b

witha new structune 1 pre-pari
mary toclass 2), preparatory [ classes 3-5),mid-
dle (6-8), and seconclary (9-12), In 2023, the

in o centres.

MCBSEpIammmlmchn 0 Mntsm

Maother NEPen-
courages the use of mother tongue as the
medium of instruction il at least class 5. CBSE
has asked schools to begin this from pn.kpn-

ulation, funding, accreditation, and academic
standards across higher education, exduding
miedical and begal, But the Education Ministry
i still in the process of drafting the Bill,

mary toclass 2, with classes 3-5
option of staying or switching, NCERT iswork-
ing on texthooks in more Indian languages.

What s stuck and why

sit for

formula remains a

y ith i But
in 2021, the Finance Ministry rejected the
vl 5

for pre-primary and elementary dasses,
Policy divide b:lwmn C!mr! and

NEP
l\sclm..uhamwunl'ﬂrm IndixLButTJml‘l
Madu, which follows a Tamil-English mocdel,
sees this as an attermpt hmmpuw Hmdl

states: 5 inst

ey NEP provisions, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. and

Wiest Bengal have refusad to sign Mol with

the Centre to set up Ph- SHRI schools, citing
ire full NEF.

clauses that

Teacher educ asn't
happened: The National Cumcu]um
Framework for Teacher Education, due in 2021,

be released Th i

e
m CBSE imwited schools to be ing to see how it plays out,
part of an NCeF pilot last year, Thie MEP idea of offiering all
Common test for col- EXPLAINED subjects at two levels | standand
lege entry: The Common and higher) is limited to class
University Entrance Test 10 math, which CBSE intro-
{CUET) duced in 20032, is duced in 20M9-20,
now a key route o undergraduate admis- Holistic cards, sofar

focus for foundational
sldlh NIPUN Bharat, launched in 2021, seeks

National Curriculum F for School
Edbucation (NCFSE) laid out the learning out-
comes and competencies for each stage,
NCERT has produced new textbooks for
classes 1-8 based on this Social

v child can read and do basic
m.nhby the end ofclass 3. Aimm m\lmn-
ment

for language and GO% for mmh astart, but

of ur Bency.

science, for example, is now

od ke

Credit-b

glebook
«cal science, and economics, replacing sepa-

shape: The NEP suggested the Academic
Bank of Credits [ABC), This, and a National

(213 GLOBAL

WHAT ARE THEKEY TAKEAWAYS FROM
THEU.S-EUTRADEDEAL?

U5 PRESIDENT Donald Trump and
European Commission President Lirsula
vonder Leyen have announced a sweep-
ing trade deal that imposes 15% tariffs on
mast European goods, warding off
Trump's threat of a W% rate if no deal had
been reached by Asgust 1,
'I'Mtarﬂsanmmmmﬁ paid when
A ducts could
raise prices for US consumers and dent
profits for European companies aned their

I s .

Donald

von der

Levenin Smtland on Sunday, Reuters

Unresolved details

The trade deal announcement leaves
many crucial details o be filled in,
The headline figure is a 15% tariff rate

cludhed in the deal Vion der Leyen said the
pharmaceuticals issue was “on a separate

on about 0% of Furopean goods brought — sheet of paper™,
into the LS, induding cars, computer chips .
and pharmaceuticals. It's lower than the  *Best we could do'

20% that Trump initially proposed, and
lowver than his threats of 50% and then 306

The remaining 30 is still open to fur-
ther decisions and negotiations.

Von der Leyen said the two sides
agreed on zero tariffs for a range of
“strategic” goods such as aircraft and air-
craft parts, Specifics were lacking,

EU companies would purchase whal

The 15% rate removes Trump's threat

of a 30% tariff, But it effectively raises the
tariff on EL goods from 1.2 last year o
17% and would reduce the 27-nation’s
ross domestic product by 0055, said Jack
Allen-Reynolds, deputy chief eurozone
economist at Capital Economics,

Viomdier Leven said the 155 rate was "the

best we could do” and credited the deal
with i

sions, NEP, iltiple
college entrance exams should be replaced
with a single national test,

Indian campuses abroad and vice
versa: IIT Madras, IIT Delhi, and IM
Ahmedabad have set up international cam-
puses in Zanzibar, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai re-

PARAKH, a unit under NEERI has developed
progress cands that rks, andin-

B 3 A
B.Ed course has been announced under the
Teacher Education Programme

clude peer and self-assessment, But some

(ITEP), but colleges offering existing pro-

school boards are yet to male the shift.
Slow Tor four-y

grees: Central universities are rolling out

NEFs idea of four-year undergraduate de-

spectively, University of h re-
cently opened in India, after rwoother foreign
universities at GIFT City, Gujarat, Another 12

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR &
ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHILJULY 28

AFTER DAYS of deadly fighting, Cambocdia and
Thailanc omn Mond: dtoan” di

d ditional ceasefire”, T

negotiated by Prime Ministers Hun Manet of
Cambodia and I"humtham ‘Wechayachai of
Thailand dan M
Aawwar lbrahim in Kuala Lumpur.

The clashes followed munmﬁ of tensions
VT A CETTTLTy-
Southeast Asian nmghl)uurL What is the his-
tory of this dispute, and what happens now?

Tensions come to a boil
Tensions between Carnbodia and Thailand
had hm:n sllrununng since May, when they

dat tested anea of the bord

Imadmg 1oy thL‘ death of a Cambaodian M)]dll.‘l’

and

oric ir
a series of tit-for-tat actions followed.
Cambodia banned the import of Thai fruits

grees i 3
has followed, But in many places, colleges
don'eyet have the faculty or infrastructure,

grammes Iik,u Bachelor of Elomnmaly
h Ed) L

UGCs plupuud successor dnhyﬂt A
2018 dlradt bil MGC Act
and replacing it with an umbrella Higher

Education E‘r.lmm:smnnl India (HECI), NEP
HECT

B

SIWN[T3] GLOBAL |
Truce is called, cultural tussle remains:
behind Thailand-Cambodia hostility

{From left) Hun Manet, Amwar Thrahim, Phumtham Wechayachal after truce, Reuers

Isiversity

Tamil Nadu opposes both the three-lan-
guage formula and four-year UG structure,
Kerala and Tamil Madu argue that since edu-
cation is on the Concurrent List, the Centre
cannot mandate these changes unilaterally.

TheCentre haswithheld Samagra Shilesha
Funds from these states, saying the money is
tiedl to NEP-linked reforms, Tamil Nadu has
challenged the freeze in the Supreme Court.

Karnataka, which introduced and
scrapped the four-year UG madel, is work-
ingon its own state education policy, an elec-
tion promise made by the Congress in 2023,

Laos

Thailand  prasat Ta Muen Thom

Prasat Preah Vihear
Banghok ]. '
-

Cambodia
Phnom Penh ‘

~— Myanmar Vietnam

Cambocia sought to list the Preah Vibear
templeas a LINESCO World Heritage site, The
Thai opposition used the issue to attack the
government, accusing it of “forfeiting Thai
digniry and sovereignty”, Elﬂll'laﬂ wrote,

The two i ly The il
Buglchist neighbours ane maone alike than any
other country in the region, sharing ethnic and

ofi ional politics

wrote in his 2009 paper 'Thailand and
Cambodia: The Battle for Preah Vihear',

o m
nationalist sentiment in the country.
Ower the next several years, Cambodian

y

 although

Trumgp said was $750 billion worth of nat- vess tothe LS market, of Thai films I ingLiistic ties, social nomms, culinany traditions, The temple was buitinthe 1ithand 12th  and Thai troops frequently skirmished at the
ural gas, oil and nuclear fuel over three Thailand closed all Land crossings, and cultural activities. But both clai beth Iclen ageof the Khmer — border In 2003, the 10 re-affirmed Cambodia’s
years to replace Russian energy supplies Car prlCES Last Wednesday, Thailand withdrew its ’br\glnal'mnmrﬁdlmhmageﬂmnmm Emplm MmathlmtulEdmu:hdSwm pumunn vis--vis Preah Vibear, creating a de-
that Eurape is seeking to et in any case. Asked iFEL ol still prod- ambiodia Agia,ine Thailan ), But
. itably sell cars at 15%, von der Leyen said Cambodi, a jerlostaleg inthe 15(I|cnmu:y.nthu Khmer Empirede-  this was never implemented. Thailand has
Steel tariff remains the r: ch lower than th inaland blast Thailand i ship are rooted in . i dingsof his-  clined, S ipped away atCam-  since rejected the 1C7s jurisdiction,
Trump said the 506 US tariffon im- 2750 That hasbeen the rate under Tramg's s laiel by Cambeclian troogs in Thaiterritery. — tory, which, schulmsay ane purpumlypmp bodi v, In 1867, Cambodia officially

ported steel would remain, Von der Leyen
said the two sides agreed w further ne-
gotiations to fight a global steel glut, re-

25% tariff on cars from all countries, phus
the preexisting US car tarifT of 25%

The impact is lilely to be substantial

on some ¢

given that au-

that is, set amountst] n be

often ata lower rate or tariff-free.
Trump said pharmaceuticals, a major

import from the EU to the US, weren'tin-

8760187601

ey

Indare

tomaker
$1.5billion hit to profits in the first halfof
the year fram the higher ariffs,

said it suffered a
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Cambadia responded by dmigradmg
diplomatic relations and ‘ambo-

peduphby

around Preah Vihearto Siam,

dian staff from its embassy in Banghkok.
Clashes broke out at half a dozen places along
the border between the Thai pmwnﬂ-s of

their domestic positions,
’tnunmes hhrram hlﬁtnry 1] m]nlxam
thieir past, asa political ool

Bt by this time, France had entered the
picture, After colonising Cambodia and Laos,

in the manipulation of public opinion.., It is

Surin and Sisaket, and C:
of Oddar Meanchey and Preah Vihear,

On Thursday, Thailand launched air
strikes on Cambodian military sites, and
Cambaodia responded with rocket and ar-
tillery fire, Exchanges of artillery and ma-
chine gun fire fidlowed, in which at least 35
pmple were killed and more than 2.6 lakh

evident that c v Thai-Cambodi

relations have become a casualty of the re-
made past,” wrote Charmvit Kasetsiri, Pou
Sothirak and Pavin Chadl.walpnngpun in

po-
sition in the neighbourhood. Siam and France
signed a treaty in 1904 thar said the northerm

tershed line of the Dangrek Mountains.

What happens now
PreahViheartemple is the most Tamousof
many disputed sites at the Cambodia-Thailand
border which hold cultural significance for
bath countries. Another such temple, called
Prasat Ta Moan Thom by the Cambodians and
Prasat Ta Muen Thom by the Thai, witnessed
I'ghtlru; dunm{ the recent hostilities.

While this peinciple

allyad-

Preah Vihear: A Guide to the Thai-C
Conflictand It Soketions (2013),

B
patmtlal to devodve into a much larger con-

Preah Vi
drawn by the French in lfﬂ]' put the temple
in Cambodia. Siam's nl.ummmwmu mumd
then — but in 1941, after

f'"" ural and own-
ership, It will talma lot more to bring down
temperatunes inboth countries, and for them
ron out the border issue,

it displaced on both sides of the At This has h d and earlier. ith
border, Reuters rnpormd

Case of Preah Vihear
Making of a conflict At the centre of the border dispute is the

The 817-km land border between Cam-
bodia and Thailand was drawn in 1907 by
France, then the colonial power in Camibodia.
LIH! malu;athm borders draven by mluual ad-

this too has long b

Preah Vihear temple, which is called Phra
Viharn in Thai, *The temple has meaning —
both as a cultural symbol and a religious
place of worship — to people on both sides
of the horder,” John D Ciorciari, a professor

Power of rebasing: How Nigeria’s GDP jumped from

SIDDHARTHUPASANI
NEW DELHL JULY 28

OM JULY 20, the West African country of
@mnﬂsm_‘sthhrgnnmnumyln the

value of gnods and services in any partiou-

increase in its GOP due to a revision in the

lar year, with respect to the prices prv.'vall- base year,

ing in that year — does not Maore than a decad achange inthe

lead hnalalgerccnmnw basc_wul From 1990 mzﬂlﬂ had helped
However, VEAF revision fAdrica's

exercise mcludnd other, more meaningful

world, Thevery nextday, Mo, 55,
having added maore than $50 billion, or
roughly 30 per cent, to its Gross Domestic
Product{GDF) for 2024, Onits way up, Nigera
overtook Ulkraine, Qatar, and Hungary,

On July 21, Nigeria's National Bureau of
Sratistics [NBS) published the results of its

inwhich the country

calcul.m:s GOP. Among them was increas-

lucle

previously undercounted sectors such as

dlglta] services, pension fund nperamns
activities

Technological developrment, structural

Ial\gest economy, thanks to an even larger
increase of B9 per cent in its GDP - to §510
billion in 2014,

Butwait — 3510 billion? Does that mean
the Nigerian economy has
shrunk by half in the last 10
wears to 5243 billion now?

Well, sort of. At least in

130 per cent from 645 naira/US dollar in
2023 to 1479 naira{US dollar in 2024, ac-
cording to the IMF. ( For comparison, 17.5
nairas make 1 Indian rupee.)

“Even using the new series, de-
valuations in 2023 and 2024 mean that

itseized Preah Vihear, only tn
return it to France at the end of Workd War I,

Afver Cambodia's independence, Thai
troaps once again occupied Preah \."lhnar m
1954, Cambodia moved the

ng, however, analysts ex-
pect an uneasy peace to hold. Thisis prima-
rily because of pressune from outside, notably
China and the United Statm bnth r.|F whom
oversaw the

Court of Justice (1C]), which in 1962 uphuld
its claim over Preah Vihear, But this did not
put the issue tobed,

Tensions flared up in 2008 after

No.58toNo.

per cent, it does litthe change the outhoolk for
Nigeria, whose GDP grew 3,13 per cent year-
on-year in the first quarter of 2025, data re-
leased on July 21 showed,

In fact, the talks were held after US
President Donald Trumpset the two countries
agreeing to a ceasefire as a precondition to
their respective trade talks with Washington,

99inaday

Economist at the global insights and analy-
ses firm Capital Eronomics said on July 22,

The Indian experience
India is no mangulnﬁ[l‘mmls in

A day Iater. the Mometary Policy
vt Jikd

fact, the Mir

Nigeriase the Monetary Policy Rate unchanged at 275 Implementation (MaSP()is currently in the
percent. | i Mlchdr.- process of updating the GDP base year to
note bylman:h firmm BMI, a part of the mm clined for re-  2022-23 from 2011-12, The rebased GDP
Gru.lp.s.ildmjulyﬁ mansabnvc?ﬂpermnt numberswill be released in February 2026,
‘]‘heGu. g that have plagued Mmmir:lasla.-ynmum

s i i i writytocli-  indicator

ECONO Ml cs thenmnmnumym paint

mate risk remain, And President |Bala|

2015, At the time, questions were raised

GDP rebasing exercise, in which the base dum;.'s andd\anpmpmmalﬂum- LS dollar terms, ignific Tinubu's ambitious & per cent per annum — abouwt the accuracy of the numbers even by
year of the indicator was changed o 2019 that o Omtheshnufagmtitumlnﬂzmun |g|'mh|targmwll requlre significant im-  the Reserve Bank of India after the GDP
rmm 2010, amonz other changes. i Significant concerns try's GDPhasine aswell 2013 i

ia's GDFin te e ile thi i ought  in 22 per cent earlier, |as| hetp lift thy low pet from 4.7 percent.
cstlmatl.‘da(ﬂd alities”, Migeria $50 billion closer to its goal of be- Mill!tha.ldimiustryh&dedhndmn per i rate, And while th ' id
rising from $187 billion forecast by the 5 coming a §1 trillion mmyby 20!0 ac-  cent from 2765 percent. e . o I bank found it *hard to see the
International Manetary Fund (IMFL A previous rebasing tually hitti target Twn, ~  GDPrati, th -gener- cking in 2013-2014"

The exercise, the NBS said, was “by far i tor i thee GDF 42S5percent  ating capacity and capacity to repay

Change in methodology the most comprehensive rebasing” it had numzymlmnllﬂ]andzmd Asaresult,  fromdld percent hasn't changed, Fiscal discipline and tax re-  inal GDPin 2024 in LS dollar terms was $3.91

A new base year — which essentially
means measure ment of GDF, or the final

ever carried out. However, this is not the
first time that Ni hahuge

on an annual average basis, the official

nairaLIS dollarexc 1ed by

forms are still inance

the debt-to-GDF ratio to 38 per cent from 51

epaper.indianexpressieom .. .

p pubilic fi
risks in check,” David Dmnpmnlq Africa

trillion, putting it in fifth place in the world,
just $117 billion behind Japan in fourth,
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Signs of the future
India must prepare to deal with Al adoption

Thea 1t by Tata C 4 (TCS), Indin's Largest informa-
tion-technology (TT) services company, on Sunday that it would lay off about 2 per
cent of its global workforee from middle and sendor levels isa ol i [ oy cor-
porations, par yinIT,a toshiftsinthe busin

The decision will result in the technology behemoth laying off more than 12,000
people from its workforee of mare than 600_0941 The company, in its statement,
said it was in the process of bec Futu imation, Thiswill include
investing in areas of new technology and deploying artificial intelligence (A} at
scale, both for its clients and itself, among other things. Although this may also
partly be a result of a challenging business environment, the move is being inter-
preted by analysts as s structural shift driven by AL

To be sure, several large technology companies, such as Microsoft, IBM, and
Intel, b meed pl theirworkforce tovar andthe trend
is The fast- 1Eing landscape, with the growth and
adoption of AT, is making not only tech firms but businesses across the spectrum
adupt, In thiscontext, the TCS management must becommended that it is prepar-
ing for diswilli ke hard decisi inthis fast-
changing environment, Only cganisations willing to adapt to the changing
technological and business environment will be in a position to add value, create
employment, and contribute to growth over the long run. It is also worth noting
that, besides technological changes, the Lmbnlhuslnuu.unvlmnmemjs not con-
ducive, Theuncertainty emanating from thep pted by the United States
is pe:tlc'u]nﬂyaﬂcc!jnginvmml across the globe,

Nevertheless, Al is ch i in ways and also posing
policy challenges for a country llloci ndia, which needs to create employment at
scabe. Forinstance, atop iveof:
paper recently that the person's firm was approaching a point where a singhe model
would assist several cognitive tasks that only humans could do, Once such models
are adopted by businesses, they will begin replacing humans on a much bigger
scale. Interms of outcome, the adoption of Al orautomation ingeneral will further
tilt the balance in favour of capital over labour. Although this has been happening
in 5 the scale might i rapidly inthe near tomedium
termm, Thius, the big is hiow paolicy shoubd respond in a country like India.
Unfartunately, there are no epsy answers, Policy cannot stop firms from adopting
technology because it will be critical for them to remain competitive. However, it
willlead to lower demand for human labour,

There will certainly be a need for talent to manage and handleAIpmgnm!
Indiacoukd pm'hupsbcnum by i its larg inthese areas,
Trainingin alsoneed tobe adapted. Adoption of
H!:]'JI!EIIDEY could also result in different kinds of work being shifted to India,
Admi possibilities, and nothi be said forswre, What Is
needed at this stage is a wider policy debate on how India can r_‘npdtalhe an its
demography in anemvironment of trade fectionalism and inc
of rapid labour replacement by technology,

.
N
Backin the sun

Patient diplomacy pays off in Maldives
Withared ax "honour, and th fon's
fior the Indian Prime Minister, the and India si acritical reset of
mlntlun’». w‘hlch h.nd muchm:l the nedir in 2023 Then, newly elected Maldivian
Pr rawal of 90 Indian military per-
sons, stationed there for medical evacuation and maritime surveillance, on the
grounds that the decades-long presence infringed on Maldivian sovereignty. An
agreement with China for “non-lethal ™ weapons supply followed amonth later, But
the tensions between New Delhi and Male date back 11 years, when the Maldivian
Bovermment lled an airport- ruction project by B il hased GMR.
roup, then its biggest foreign 1mﬂtml project at &511 million, allegedhy at Beij-
ing'shehest, Since then, the island.
and Road Initiative (BRI with projects for an airport upgrade, a major bridge and
low-cost housing, Aware of the growing China factor in this island chain, strategi-

nanded the
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OPINION 2

India needs more Apples

The government must replicate the Apple template to bring

the world's top 50 brands into the country

‘While the jury i scill out on many of the production-

ILLUSTRATIEIN: BINAY SIMHA

to ramplng prodnc(l.on were jointly cleared. Thay
de tand

ILnI:ed Incentive m:llemeﬁ (PLIY by the

the ul\.emeulge(lngslmnphnm production, Usaed
largely by Apple, and toa besser extent by Samsung,
this scheme has halped India export over $24 billion
worth of smanphones in FY28, up from virually zero
in FY18, Today, India is the world's third-largest
!manplwne exporer, after China and Vietnam,

boue ofall iIPhones
in Jnd.ia and this pememnge Is set 1o keep rising,
d ’lllln(heh:m

dowhle digit, ivwill !ncrease ower time as the compo-
nent ecosystem sbowly comes online.

The success Im attracting Apple has
been critical, It ks now well-documented
that Apple, throwgh its training, focus
om quality and scale was critical in help-
Ing China build & world-class manufac-
turing ecosysteny, Hopefully, it can do
the same for Indla.

Apple ks key in bedng a leading mult-
national company (MNC) that Is chosely
tracked. If Apple can eventually source
o785 millllon phones feom India (worth
850 billion) with is focus on quality and
finish, what excuse can any MNL ntfer 1:9 baard for
why th logis-
ticsor re,gplallmu mu!lyhethnt lmpn!nlhﬂe I India if
mlemmmethlsq.l.mmmorwld -class procdusct

h ? ishuge.

The PLI for ;manpﬂhnne! was extremely soph-

Isticated in design, & win-win for all parties. The

for enabling India to
become & world-scale player in smartphones and
for helping create over 700,000 jobs { direct and
Indirect). We can now bulld on this to develop into a
broader electronics manufacmuring hub,

‘We must take the Apple template and broaden
it We must target top MNCs across key sectors
where Indla has a competitive advantage, engage
them, and understand their concerns. Deslgn PLI-
type schemes to get them o commit to sourcing
mare from Indla. The United States today sources
about $450 bllllon from Ching, about 50 per cent of
this comes from just 50 brands and
contract suppliers. These are the com-
panles to go after,

We can break this down into two
buckets, The first is brands like Nike, a
world leader in its Industry (revenue of
850 billion), Nike does not manufacture
much in-house, but sources very linle
Frivm Iniliz, We need to understand why
India Is not on thelr sourcing map
despite the country having strengths in
apparel amd footwear, Getting Nike to
compmit will force thelr global suppliers
o come Into ndia and be seen as a prool of concept
for other athlelswre players, A policy framework can
be designed o compensate for initial coss differen-
tials, just as the smartphone PLLdid,

The reality Is that all companles need to de-risk
thelrsupplychains, Business asusual s not possible,

o les need vatable

government must have consulted Apple/
and taken inputs when designing the scheme,
There must have been a plan o reach out and
engage the companies. Given the global competi-
thon to become a sourcing hub for Apple and our
lack of capabilities in the field, we must have been
able to address thelr apprehensions and assure
them of a policy feedback loop., Given how quickly
Apple has been able to scale, someone ln the BOV-

bocation, Other In this buch

for hardware, Mattel for toys and Victorias Seceet in
Innerwear— all industry leaders with mited India
sourcing. This s the Apple model,

Another modal would be target MNCs with a
large manufacturing footprint [n China, Forelgn-
invested enterprises employ about 40 million
workers there and account for nearly $1 trillion of
thna £} tn[al exponts of $2.6 trillion. Most of these

ernment teok the inltlative

de not want to expand further in China,

‘They need an alternative low-cost location.

Despite our large domestic market, technical
manpower, growing working-age population, and
well-developed capltal markets, Indla has found it
difficult to attractthese compankes, [tmay be that we
are not competitive enough given our infrastructure
canstraints, or there are regulatory hurdles, or just
the perception ofbelng a tough place to dobusiness,

We need focussed effort on the part of the gov-
ernment 1o target these 50 companies. It ks aston-
ishing to me that none of us know who engaged
with Apple and goe them over the line? It should be
acase study In government, The time has come to
form a high-level task force vo target leading com-
panies and get them to commit to India in 8 more
substantial manner,

Thetask force's jobwill be toconnect ranget com-
P e highest levelsc

Inl f d b th
Centre and states. 1t should also understand policy
gaps and recommend solutions,

This body must report to the highest levels of
government, with clear target companies and time-
lines. 1t should include representatives from all key
ministries and help design the necessary incentives
and global firms,
be reviewed pericdically, ideally by the Prime Min-
Ister himself, given the urgency of the issue.

Apple's India sourcing success did not happen by
chance, [ am sure there were large hurdles thar were
jolmtly overcome. India now needs to repeat this

with at leass 50 les, creating

policy frameworks that address the specific con-
cerns of each targeted industry leader, Once they
commit, thelr suppliers will follow, and smaller
Indusiry peers won't want to be left behind.

ihercountries, whether Singapore, Malaysla, or
Vietnam, have di Iy this, actively
the world to attract investments, The focus must be
on manufacturing asweare already well-established
as adestination for services,

Global supply chains are being forced to
reorient a8 companies need to de-rlsk, Ching, at 12
per cent of global manufacturing, has peaked. The
world is uncomfortable with China gaining further
share, Over the next 25 vears, Chinawill also seea
net reduction of 225 million in is working-age
population. The West is becoming uncompetitive
across industries, and arificlal inelligence
cannot solve all people and cost concerns, As
China moves up the value chain and challenges
‘Wespern incumbents, there s a strong case for
partnerships berween Indian and global com-
panies, India has opportunities in bath precision
manufacturing and mass asgembly.

This s our chance to get into global value chains,
we may also be glven a relative advantage by the

i, This recpul atthe high-
at levels of government and in a focussed manmner.
‘Wi have missed many buses in the last 50 vears, we
should not miss this one,

‘The suthor is with Amansa Capital

The tired and tiered middle class

Around 2007, the late economdst SublrGokam wrote &
Iandnudtankle!mhlspamrtllled Midelle Clerss Ord-

They mexhau!ta:l from generating dbemlg,.l

callydellver formance, since

Asthiscolumn has often polnted our, we need todo

cally placed along major Indian Ocean shipping lanes, India chose patient, con- gins. Almost: the article  the factors connecting the two are different.
struacti Y over i ion to rebuild relati | hat the origins of the middle
EwmssMrMm L1 8, lled closer ties with China, choosi ijing first foran class, orthe p which they came to be middl areality check onol

overseas visit inJanuary last year and signinga flurry of sgreements, India retained
ties with Male. Early last year, India replaced military persons with technical staff
i d Hindustan A ics. India also continued to fund critical
infrastructure, including major inter-island connectivity projects. New Delhi
extended suppart by rolling over a 850 million Treasury bill, plus a $400 million
emergency financial package and $360 million currency-swap agreement to help
the Maldivian economy, which was reeling from a debt crisis, Much of thisdebt is
the legacy of Chinese loans incurred for ill-planned and expensive BRI projects,

withitsdebt rising to over 120 purcum nt its gross domestic product., Forinstance,

recoveri poost of asi bricige’ lmk:llu, theairport island

class, mattered and must be factored into our under-
standing of the middle class and our assumptions of
thedr behaviour and amitudes. That it would be incor-
imethar India's fu ekl
the same characterlstics as the (then) present midd.le
class in rarms of homogeneity and behay-
lour patterns inspending and saving (and,
toextend his argument, world views on
nation, politics, and socketal dutles).
The “contemporary™ middle class, at
thetlme wasthepmducm(p’ubllcsenul
ment jobs, both at

tothe main isk (Ei | such hightol alternative
routes. With delays in land acquisition and construction schedules, the Maldives”
lowe-cost housing project cwnruallypmedtmhl,l,hmst hnr locals to afford.

The problem of poor project pla h ded

higher and lower echebons, offering per-
manent employment, health care and
pensl.on! low-interest loans (regular

the slowdown in the island-nation's tourism revenues, which are still to recover
from the pandemic shock, Matters were made worse by gratuitously insulting
remarks about India and its Prime Minister by three Maldivian ministers, which
precipitated a boycott of the Maldives by the Indian tourism industry, For years,
[ndmn ionalswere the Idives, Recognising this, the
A mment d th Butwith Indian tourist

arrivals dropplng more than 30 per cent incalendar 2024, the sharp drop in towrist

too, one may add) thar gave

f the “middle class™ based
on Income alone, and include the di i

upmesoclu—ecmmﬂclmdennllnahmu&&cﬂl-
tating structures, They are in search of white-collar

respectability, stability, securiry, predictabiliry, social
mabil it hich the ald middleclass had

income stabdlity and predictability thar come frnm

'Jheirl\dygrall. ronkcally, is n"gmremmjd:‘_'lllelr

offer resilience invol dark Iewh.dmmmatm bumm h.wlmlirtl.e struggle
surplusin i if tiol d and riddle
Irvestment in nmsr.bwn future securiry I theexh d middle
andin the next class?Th inthe

Iy, 1f we wish to hold on to the number
and stay with the “purchasing power at
the moment” definition of the middle
class, then we nead to think of the seg-
ments that make up this non homogena-
ous admixture to understand how it will
bedhave - be it as consumens, electors, tax-
payersor citizens,
Thereisonesegment thatstill has the

semd(yand p:edlcubdllwthal shaped RAT A GRAPUTIAR vestlges of theold middle class - current
ekl mment employees and those
class Since 1990, th I has doyed in formal jobs In large private sector com-

been decreasing, as data shows, and slmllar ldnds of
formal large private sector employment are not com-
pensatl.ng The most hit, Gokarn observed, are the

panies, Based on occupation data, this already smeall
segment has a declining share of the growing future
middle class, The majority will be in quasi-formal or

Ises,
where numbers are actu

quasi-informal small pri i wment

growing numbersof the middle class actually lsa mass
of hete nedty and has inbuilt income and occupa-

y. Lit

defir
the middle class, as they act a5 a homogeneous group
toexert power, The future middle class will not onky be
less homogeneous but more parochial, deprived ofthe
Indi

mejdnd Its predecessor,

Perhaps we should change our conceptual frame
of a single middle class o a two tered one - an econ-
omic development-driving “genuine” middle class
thar has the anributes discussed earller; and a con-
suming capable class with purchasing power in the
moment. The linkage between the growth of the
middle class and the contribution to powering econ-

small entref

and uhllir)‘I m withstand environmental cycles, and

col iian gwvere entnappeelic Indien preL, -mmmremddseclass.heposrulm willnotbe
e . Yt mmp homogeneous, since thare snolonger
uptopre-2024levels. *feader” into or creator of It, but MANY sOUrces or
Asthe reset with Sri Lanka b wnstrated 1RO channels through which it emerges, While the
political & [fectiveasth imiz of hard power. Tobe sure, India

has also benefited from the salutary lessons that both countries have learnt from
their closer association with China, But these successes do not alter the fact of
China's dominance. Staying the diplomatic course, therefore, is critical for Indiss
inmterests in the Indian Ocean Region.

When India discovered itself

damentally the story Ashis Ray's The
Trial Thar Shook Britain ventures o
answer. History, that most contested of
disciplines, suffers from our human
nieed for clean narratives, The writingof
hissory Is itself a political act, and
nowhere Is this more evident than in the
mlvesl:l(‘ fonisati

BOOK
REVIEW

numbers of what we call the middle class today are

varying levels of skills
and lowl Leuelset atability.
Our study Drivers of Destiny among the young
lower middle-income India, many of them first-gen-
1l 1l rovides i ™

awelling, the majority donaot have the same
arrributes of stability and predicrability of Income,
sacurity of jobs, or baslc hygiene factors of life taken
care of. Hence, growth in numbers based on an

Britksh territorkes with Japa-
nese support but achieved
omly limited success, By the

nature of the furire middle class lfpl!:dm columns
here and elsewhere have deseribed the Aindingsofthe
study in detall),

INA. The end of wartime cen-
sorshipmeant that the INA
story, suppressed for years,
entered

omic and | development will be di fferent for dif-
ferent groups, 85 will their spending and saving
cholees, and the policy levers and electoral value
propositions too. Perhaps this i what Gokam meant
whan he sald to ensure the virtuous cirele, we need to
d ey thy we of the

and
class itself,

The suthor is a business advisor in the area of
customer-hased business strategy

Bomvhay, and spread throughout India’s
military Infrastructure. Mr Ray's
research through archives, memulz!

time of his death, most of his and cou
“given the dangers 1n\m]wdandd!oan cheshnd!ulmd.ulm with accumulated force, mummmtﬂngmuhappenedlmm
sequent reprisals. the the der following sukt spreading like wildfire. The courtroom and everything that hap-
shied away from participation, Therewas  shorthy after. blend of historical truth with pened ourside, the waves of resistance
also nooutreach toentice countrywide ‘What the British failed to mythmaking created a story, that spread farbeyond any simgle koca-
. Secrecy belng 1d was that theirown aferocious concoction that ton or community.

In the revolutionaries” and i would - would shake the Empire’s ‘The trials had created a “revelution-
operations, it prechuded greater active plete what Bose's military WEry Toots, arysineation”, a moment when the

bl wiation” campalgnscould not, "The The cruel mathematics of normeal rules of political engagement no

AMRITESH MUKHERIEE

“Timee moves differently incertain

moments of history, In early 1945, the
[

toimprison freedom fighters arhome.
Bloodied but victorious, it d

manentas the monsoons, Complete
Independence — purma swarajl —
remained exactly what it had always
been: Tomorrow's promise, next year's
possibility, next decade’s dream.

maonths, then, that Indian freedom
would become a tangible, historic real-
ity? How did the British, so eagerto

maintain India's d

Indian ind Laimed ‘The tactical contradictions that British choloe of INA officers, political manyrdom meant longerapplied. when previously
by pacifists, reanutLurmla.secularln dnnmadaallberreu'nlmlmwvnme whio had defected from the that "Bose! act just
communalists, socialists ments fi i British Indi. ¥, Shah and posthumc achieved n L “Knowled;
each grou Bose'saudaci the INA, Nawaz Khan, Prem and what he failed thelN, thepm\ruca:l\re N.-\
tostretch er y ! ewm_q Mr Ray refusesthis Mr Ray documents how Hose, after his Gurbaksh Dhillon, as the first oy Ashis Ray Inhis lifetime.™ count andth
Eritlsh Inclia, As th il ks chy dingthat theend Congress presidency being three rrialled Pubskished by coubdn't unite India throwgh section of the armed Forces had con-
victory Mrfmlﬂnahmnd,hcmﬁnued dmemlmmnelmerpumlymm! muovwed down by Mahatma 1 thar, tog, -accusedinthe  poutiedge India military victory and died in verted a previously mellow public mood
triumph nor purely revolutionary vic- subsequent escape from Indis, solved sametrial—wasunwittinglya 75 pages 71795  obscurity with hisarmy scat- toone of militancy.”
per-  tory, but e of intended and the mass participation problem by con- Himalayan blunder, A Muslim, tered suddenly becamethe The INAtrials, therefore, accom-
unjmendedmnsequenne! ofcareful structing an altemative Indian State a Hindu and aSikh, respect- mos powerful symbol of plished what decades of political organ-
planni d historical accidents work- its own army, The INA'S ively, represented methmepmm]nent Ill:llanunhy As Mr Ray writes, “The Brit- Ising could ot They made continued
Ing in ways that none ofth n: i lon in August 1942, e Indian e b i British nule practically impossible rather
Fully understood. Indian prisoners of war and Japanese spn:khecamnnlnlann. Mrkaywrhe!. authnmyfmmundhlan ITASS move- than merely morally objecticnable.
"Tounderstand Metaji Subhash Chan- military support, lepmsemed the bogical Faced with a shifting political climare i aquarterofac with ‘Thus it wasthat India, still shackled
‘What happened in the next fiow dra Bose and his Indlan Natbonal Army nCE. and i e‘lect.lnm.Nehru aleader- wily cireunwention. Rarely. ifever, was it In 1945, still dreaming of purna swaraf,
{IMA), Mr Ray first traces the long lineage to fight th with i: hipchy the reputation outflanked as by the wing d—at th ke of th
of armed resistance in Britlsh Indis, from Bose, whosa " heartruledowﬂdm. cdlscse—th.esamemﬂeyhadhdpe:l overthe irial.” hour—rise to discover itself once more.
the 185; all the waytothe Ghad. whose "sanguineness gol of drive into exile, the same militant whose ‘What followed was a spontaneous.
ThiT end ‘While th TILS SaW him", and inwhom “a fiery meth rising . Al The reviewer writer, and
thelr codonial rule ina buery? That s fun- i rts. Mr Ray p wer byembracingand amplifyingthestoryof  naval ratings revolted, chiefly in editor, Instagmm, X: arcomofwords
o0 oo < o0 oo a o0 o0 a o0 o0
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

MALE OUTREACH

PM Modi's visit to the Maldives marks a significant turnaround
inbilateral relations after a period of strain

EN PRESIDENT MOHAMED Muizzu, riding the *Inclia Out” i

ASHOK K KANTHA

WORDLY WISE
ONE-DAY CRICKET I8 AN EXHIBITION, TEST
CRICKET 1S AN EXAMINATION,
= HENRY BLOFILIY

Delhi must talk tough with Beijing over China's
construction of a dam on Brahmaputra

OMJULY 19, Chinese Prermier Li Qlang travelled
inTibettolaunch

afa 1.Zﬁllllmylun'[$16?.s Billin) mega by-
dropower projpect on the Yarlung Tsangpo
River,

rose to power inthe Maldives in September 2023, he signalled a clear

intent to politically distance Malé from New Delhi, His January 2024

visie to China and his call for Indla to withdraw troops frem the

Maldives complicated 1Iewm|1 India, I this context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

pendence Day celebrations, during which

Igned and projects inaugurated, marks a significant
murnaround in hll.m'r.\l relations alter a period of strain,

Thie Maldives ks a key pillar of India's "Neighboushood First” policy. Beyond d
reoted cultural ties and a history of friendly u'l.um = India was .lmonglheﬂtsuocs-

blish ties el in 1965 — it sits atop crit-
el seal inthe Ind ’VMn.lhmuuth icha share of ghobal tracke and Inclia's
enﬂw' pOTLs pass. [t is 'pu:dlndl.\ ime s architecture. India
. nup|li|l""' torthe Maldivesini and health-

c.ln.- Tourism, whlmmunla Tor nearly a third of the Maldivian economy, saw Indians
ive years |||:|D2DQ3 This trend was dis-
m|:|edin2004 .ﬂcrdmu.\lnw remarks by three Maldivian juniors
subseguently ) triggered adiplomatic row and bed to a sharp decline inIndian tourist ar-
rivals, Ina bid to reverse this, President Mukzew, speaking to reporters over the weekend,
acknowledged that “India is one of the major countries that helps the Maldives with
tourtsm. With P Modi's visie, it s going to Increase a lot”

Ap, senbor government officlals, PM Maodi also held separate interac-
thons with the mai party and beaders f the political spectrum in
the Maldives, These engagements reflect New Delhi's erloll to knsulate bilateral relations
from theebl Om the China gues-

lmll would I:eunrullnllcln expect M.\Itm.wald dnlul:uulnmwrlh Beijing. As the

-l hima presents signifh oppnmmlicnﬁw:hewm
amd the latter | hobees, Talk i hChina,

est

without prior consultation with lower fpar-
lan Inclia, though its likely location in Medog
Conniy is harely 30 ko from the place the river
mm Inchia and becomes the Siang, the main

system. The
pmp:d has several ominous implications for
Inelia, but the Govemment of India has ot

i uetion.

‘While the project details have not been
miacle public by China, except its cost and that
Iewvill imvolve fve cascace yd plants,
Chinese mediareports suggest that it will gen-
erate nearly 300 billon kilowatt-hours (KWh)
of electricity annually, more than thrice the
designed capacity (RR.2 billion kWh) of the
Three Gorges Dam in China, currently the
largest in the workd It would involve drilling
i e size 20-lerms turneds and diversion of half
of the river's flow.

) P abost
the dewnstream impact, which will manifest

In many ways. First, a project of this magni-
tuele will Imal:lylmrﬁw wllhtl\r flewy of

nl’;laclermell ST mcll.md pmlpdl.\lm

from 25 per cent to 35 per cent. There will be
. Farwedi

slon oF pnunanuo(wm I Tibet, ;.\rﬂcu-
larlylnihe lean mmnThc tnnstrmlnn nr

tomake
hawvever, initlated during President Mulzzu's state visit in January 2024, have seen little
far. As a ley ar { Hejing
Influence by making bmlcr offers — especially given that Maldives's external debt bur-
den has worsened as a result of China's lending pr.ldlces. NmDrlhI therefore, shoulkd
keep using its leverage to further
g awatehiul eve on Malé's political emvironment.

al power: Indl Tl g

A BEAUTIFUL DRAW

At the end of five days in Manchester,
itfeltlike awin — for India and Test cricket
[PORTS FANS NOT immersed in the ways of Test cricket would be intrigued at
Thow a contest cam end without a clear winmer and loser, and how there can be
eelebration ofastalemate. n Test ericket, too, the draw has become pretty rare
of late, and often happ iderable amount of time is lost due

likely to Involve reservoir-tike umw&m

though it ks claimed to be a run-of-the-river

praject. Altering natural siver lows will harm
| fisheries,

and biodiversity hotspots.

Second, even more wormying |s the risk ol
ooding, While reservoles can regulate foacls,
unannounced or sudden releases of water
during heavy rainfall, or in a natural disaster
likee iy eartheuake, to protect the structure,
can exacerbate downstream flooding, caus-
Ing fmmense damage to life and property,

Third, this massive project invalving tun-
nedling through fragile and young mountains
Is belng undertaken in an area classified as
Setsmic Zone V (very high risk), which has
seen magor deep anc shallow carthquales in
the past. Medog County lies within the

The present strategy of quict
diplomacy with China is not
waorking Strangely, none of
our readouts on recent high-
level conversations with
China have even mentioned
the Medog project, Looking
ahwad, there must be strong
signalling of our deep
concerns about this project
to China, both through
diplomatic channels and in
public comments, IF the roles
were reversed, there is
absolutely no possibility of
China being similarly
cireumspect. It is also
worthwhile recalling how
foreeful Pakistan has been in
dealings with India as a lower
riparian, even though we had
piven generous terms under
the Indus Witers Treaty.

Eastern Hlm.ll.lwn Sym.lxl 5, .\ Nslw sels-
mie region d by th

ntmlmlglullludnurdeep coneems about

Frontal Thrustand Iml(untsllleetlw Medog
Fauslt, Challenges such as reservolr-induced
" 1 Iscal

£, geolog
lations, and previous Chinese lapses in con-
struction quality (for instance, in the
Neelum-[helum project in Pakistan-
Kashmir) leave zero margin for en-
gineering error — post-construction, there
will be an ever-present danger of disasters,
Fourth, China has leveraged its advantage
asa predominantly upper riparian vis-i-vises
lv.-ynbm's.\nd has mostlywllhlwld mean-

:hmmlsandlnpubllrmmmm Hthe mlca

l‘ynl’ChIm being wlmll.lmtclmml.ll Is
also worthwhile recalling how forceful
Pakistan has been in dealings with Indiaas a
lower riparian, even though we had given gen-
ermous berms under the Indus Waters Treaty,
The scope ol the dialogue with China must
be expanded beyond the lssue of hydro-
graphic data. As an affected party, we have
every right to insist on full visibility on the
udmlc.l.lapcclﬂwmnl’ﬂw pm'!‘m.lam-

tries, Far instance, China' ;drwlapmentnl’a

easeade of 12 smaller Iydropewer

the Mekong {called l.lnc.lmlnCNn.\]Imch

o rregular Buctuations, drying out of areas,

.mddeulmnn of fish catches and fertile sedi-
Lower

| impact studies and how China
proposes to tackle the selsmic challenge, We
st push for transparent and broader trans-
baundary cooperation, similar to China's en-

Ui amel Irtysh, to protect cur exsting and pro-

Mekor in, affect-
Ingg Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambocdia and
Vietnam, This pattern of behaviour presages
fore ofthe

posed user rights and other interests as a co-
riparian, ndeed, weshould seek suspensionof
wﬂe on the project until the relevant issses

proposed dam for ndia and Bangladesh,
Filth, China's track record of eooperation
under three Molls with India over the past
pwo decades has been unsatisfactory. China
has suspended the s of wet-season
dmr.lplvlc clata for the Brahmapastra and o
Sustle from time to time. It has not agreed to
provide lean-season data, let alone discuss
brmdrr cooperation lke the sharing of wa-

e There should bea clear
mmw that China undertaking a masshve
project |ike this without taking on board our
legitimate concerns will have consequences
for balateral relations,

Wiemust undertake.a series of activities an
ourown. Considering the danger ol floods and
reduction in lean-season fows, India has no
alternative but to create sborage structures to
lmdermllu' risks i the Immdlm dowmn-

Mot one collal
tive u'n]u‘t has been undertaken under the
umbredla MO for cooperation signed in 2013,
Finally, nelther China nor India is a signa-
tory to the LN Comvention on the Liw of the
Mon-Navigational Uaca of lnmmtlnn.ﬂ
prin-

ciples of the Cmrrm “erjuitabile .mdlu-
somable utilisation” of shared waters and the
“obdigation not to cause significant harm” to
dmll'ulplual_n. are .1p.1rm(|:ualun15y

eo-riparian state, including with Ff\lnmn.
evenafter the Inclus Waters Treaty was put in

Ircfia she 14 he quantumof
mrmmﬂbumdb;m.mnmlnmb
NS

Ing datasets, geospatial modelling twoks and
legacy hydrological data to reduce dependency
on upstream data from China, We have the
means and expertise to monitor the project
aned makee the finclings of those studies public,
Finally, it is important to budld a sustained
narrative about China's unilateral actions in
the upstream and escalate the issue bilater-
ally as also in our broader messaging on India-
Chira relations, Our NGOs should ralse this
matter in relevant international platforms,
W

abeyance after the Pahalga
Thee samie cannat be sald of China,

must that India’s circum-
upmlnn cuulclbr seen by CI\Im a8 uw.nul

The present strabegy of quict dipl
with China ks not werking. Strangedy, none of
ol reackouts on recent high-level conversa-
thons with China have even mentioned the
Medog project. Looking ahead, there mast be

n't help ir
Iamr.uwndddmbuldlng bilateral relations
with sur northern nelghbour.

The writer is farmer armbeassador to Ching

That olbatting 14 e s
clal, It is a rare pedormance in this era of T20ericket, where strile rabes are everything ancd
miost batsmen have forgotien the art of defending.

A hard-fought drav, which witnesses o teams fighting it out for the Full five days
before finishing with shared honours, is still one of the sublime joys of the longest format
of the game, as could be seen at Old Trafford over five days. Shubman Gill, K L Ralul,
‘Washingien Sundar and Ravinelra Jackeja batted with skill, patience and composure to
deny England a win, If India manages to level the series 2-2 at the Oval next week, the
doggedness shown in the fourth Test will be a big reason, Test cricket is the severest ex-
amination of the mental, physical and emotional attributes of a player. Almost anything
can happen over a period of five days, There's hope, even I a team is 02 facing a deficlt
of 311 with more than five sesskons beft in the game.

Afive-match Test series leaves players with no place to hide, All their strengths and

1
i |

(GENTLE CRUSADER

Sumit Chakravartty practised journalism with courage, conviction and generosity

i
SUHAS BORKER

SI.IMITCHN(M\%HTI‘\" EMINENT jousrnal-

after

weaknesses are exposed as the same set of players have a go at each other
week. It allows sermeone Hike Gill to start the tour like a run-machine, bose his bearings
for awhile in the middle, and still have the time to regain his mojo before it's too late.
It forces Ben Stokes to push his battered bocly through the pain barrier in regular long
and incisive spells, after doing his it with the bat and on the feld, leading his team by
example, It's understandable when tempers fray, as was seen at Lord's and in the final
stages at Old Trafford. After having frustrated England for such a long time and tiring
them out, Jadeja and Washington wanted personal milestones for celebration, That it
ended up getting under the opposition’s skin was a bonus. Stokes's reaction was chur-
Ish. When his initlal offer of a draw was refused, be and his team would have done well
e grit theie teeth and carry on, rather than make an issue of it Az the end of five days,
however, the draw in Manchester felt like a win — far Inclia and Test cricket.

BE A POOKIE

How IIT-Ropar’s convocation became a masterclass in
connection —areminder that joy belongs on campus

POOKIE, BY any other name, s someone who gets it What it means tobe

woung and vulnerable; to crave joy in unexpected places, or to question

why solemnity must always march in step with ceremony, At IT-Ropar's

recent convocation, director Rajeey Ahuja, professor of Computational

Materials Science, showed he hasn't forgotten the feeling of wavering between hope

and anxiety, standing on the cusp of change, The G0-year-old didn’t just hand out de-

grees, He doled out dabs, fst bumps, and Korean finger hearts, Formal, it wasn't But
memorable? Absolutely,

Thie videos of the ceremony on soclal media, elocking ever 30 milllon views, have

had

Ist andl edi Weeekly, passed
away in Kull:ala on July 26. He was 79,
Chaleravartty ks survived by his wife, Gargi,
historan and CPlleader, and his son, Sagnile,
editor with Prasar Bharati's DD India.
mkrmmiyhadbmulllu;lnrwllme
r 2023

ln In'wnh Famnily and close assoclates,

mk orll\rlmuplo his parents' legacy. His
muther, Reru Chakravartty, was elected thrice
to the Lok Sabha and emerged as a “striking”
parliamentarian ane trade unbon leader. She
s the niece of BC Ray, first Chief Mindster of
Weest Bengal, who inspined her to take up po-
litiealwork, Both parents shared the Oxbridge
connection and had joined the British
Communist Party as students. His father,
Nekhil Chaleravarity, founded Meatastream in
1962, Over the years, it became a platform for
critical discourse In the country. He was the
“father figure” for the press freedom move-
ment; whether it was the Emergency ( 1975-
77) or the Defamation Bill {1989, he always
leel froim the front, He declined the Padma
Bhwshan in 19690, saying "journalists should
not be identified with the establishment”,
Sumit’s legacy brought highexpectations,
an public serutiny. He was Patriod's Mosoow
correspondent and worked with The Dedly be-

Tia 2004, T experienced
Sumit's incredible integrity
as aneditor, He published an
article Thad written about a
topenoteh politico's about-
turn from his professed
views. Notwithstanding the
bitterness it caused in his
relationship with the
politico, Sumit remained
resolute inmy defence even
when he came under
vehement personal attack.

fore joining Matnstream. He came out with
flying colours by combining journalism and
activism, His journalism fostered informed
debsate and gave space to diverse viewpolints,
while his activism was driven by values of
demaocracy, secularism, scientific temper and
Gandhian antyodaye. From Singur to Bhima
Kon‘sam-al.umm uppuh reports and

Sumit was a one-man army. We had
launched the Working Group on Aliernative
Strategies (WGRAS) — a voluntary civil soci-
ety initiative — in March 1992 to work on
pobicy alternatives for an equitabile develop-
ment paradigm, Sumitwas a founder mem-
ber of its core group, and | was its convener,
Butwe were soon overtaken by events. With
the destruction of the Babri Masji, our full
attention turned to communal harmony.,
Senbor jourmalist Dileep Padgsonlear had ap-
pealed for the Prime Minister to bead a citi-
zens' march on Rajpath on January 26, 1993,
for communal harmony, similar to the one
held o«janlury 25. |961 after the Chinese

I ap-
penltw, Sqmlhr night of January 25, 1993,
WERAS issued an appeal, calling for a citi-
zens' march, It was successfully completed
from Vijay Chowk to Amar Jawan Jyoti at
India Gate, and we sent out a very posithe
signal across the country.

In 2004, | experienced Sumit's incredible
Integrity as an editor. He pubdished an article
I had written about a top-notch politico's
about-turn from his professed views,
MNotwithstanding the bitterness it caused in
his relationship with the politico, Sumit re-
madneed resolute in my defence evenwhen he
came under vehement personal attack,

In 2008, a documentary film project of
mine was facing rough weather. One day we
met at the India International Centre and he
said he wanted to talk to me, We walked to
Lodhi Garden and sat on a bench. Sumit took
ot his chaguebaok and wrote out a cheque
of Rs 2 lakh fior me, | protested, but he would
not listen, "] kenow the problem you are facing:
v it back wihien you can,” he sald. That was
theman, helpful toa Gult, and ane whowoulkd
Imternalise the problems of his close assocl-
aties 4 hils owam.

Sumit donated the print issues of
Matsstrenm from 1962 02020 tothe Archives
of Conternparary India at Ashoka University,
His spirited joumnalism-activism, in which he
Ivested his gentle, simple, sensitive, grounded
md mblc Ilh'blund.hnmmedinwlm

very week.

Thewwriter is ecfitor, Citizens First Television,
and convener, Working Group on
Altemative Strotegles, New Delli

earned Alwja the affectionate moniker of “pockie professor”, y

the Gen 2 chutzpah — Boomer shoulders can only shimmy so much — but what mat-
tered was the spirit. In a space often welghed down by formality and hierarchy, Ahuja
lrought presence, play, ane a rare emotional intelligence. He didn't just preside sver a
conmvacation, he participated in it Ahuja met students where they were, and in dolng so,
miacle the stage feel a lietle less daunting and a lot more coapathetic.

The moment may have been light, but its resonance ks far from trivial. Higher educa-
tonin indla lsoften welghed d jon. Inthe end-
less jugglery of exams, deadlines, Ineuinmuml pressures and mmmumna small
gesture of warmith — a shared laugh, a plydul ph h of lev-
Iey: an affirmation that leaming isn't just about !
Aduja's gesture syrmbolised .\r.\ll'lundol'audrmludmhlp lhmml Itutions could do
more with: One that i itbed tocreati hirive as mare
than the sum total of their grades; one that values joy over ceremony, Because long after
thedeg Trarmed. Torgotten, what stays with
made them feel S e lilee a pookie, on thelr side,

bumnaoutand a senseof all

18, it s also about

Jury 29,1985, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

PUNjAB ELECTIONS

THE PUNJAB GOVERNOR, Arjun Singh, said
elections inthe state were in the olfing, When
askeed whether the atmosphere was ipe foe
clections, after the widely hailed accord for
Punjab, he said that the word “atmosphene”

'lumlgddmummmrlnﬂum.

AISSF TALKs

ALMOST ALL MEMBERS of the All-India Sikh
Students Federation who are not facing
charges of viclence or waging a war.ls.unst

government is considering their cases,
Following the agreement between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Akali Dal chief
Harchand Singh Longowal, the release of all
such persons will help the Akali leadership
I pacifying the youthand also inimplement-
Ing the accord, Former CM Parkash Singh
Badal and SGRC chief G 5 Tohra had objected
o the accord on multiple grounds,

LOOTING IN KAMPALA
THE NEW MILITARY rulers of Uganda on

Surchay suspended the constitution, dissolved
Parliament, closed the borders and warned

fied in the capital, There was no estimate of
the monetary loss, Several shops of Aslans
have ko been affected.

JEK CM SUMMONED

A change of government in Jammu and
Kashmirappears to be i the offing. The Chief
Minister, G M Shah has been summoned to
Dielii along with hiswife, Khalica Shah, pres-
et of the NCTK )L According to clrcles chose to
the ruling party, the Chicl Minkter has been
summoned by Prime Minister Gancdhd

o apprise him about the views of Congress(1]
MLAs who have been openly demanding

the government may be rel

epnper.indlanexprw .. .

withdrawalofsuppor
Wl
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Politics, history: Much ado
about PM Tamil Nadu visit

The wignette of Prime Minister Narendra Modi wafting through the

colonnaded precinets of the historic abode of Lord Brihadeeswar at
Gangaikon ChDLa%umn in shimmering silk, holding a pot of
holy water close to his chest, was picture per(ecl It presented a
devotes in traditional attire seekmg divine blessings with religious fer-
vour. But how much would that mmFe help Modi gain what he has long
been seeking in Tamil Nadu: a political recognition that would help his
riy, the . be in an alliance that will romp home in the next elections.
Flying into the State straight from picturesque Maldives, the Prime
Minister paid tributes to ancient Tamil king Rajendra Chola, who had
built the town as well as the temple, besides a sprawling lake, 1,000 years
ago, apart making foreign conguests. Paying encomiums to the
aneient monarch for his administrative scumen and mllllar} might, Modi
said the legacy of the Chola dynasty drew the roadmap for madern India to
emerge as a developed nation.
But will that shower nfpmlse for a Tamil

ynasty of yore evoke peopla's

To belleve that a
PM's sudden open
devotion for a
deity in an old
temple in the
State would turn
the voters to the
BJP is nothing but

sentiments that will convert into ballots in the
modern day context. particularly when the ;{me
sent ruler of the State, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin, had fired a missive reiter ating that the
visiting PM was holding back funds meant for
Tamil Madu under the Samagra Siksha
Abhiyvan scheme, besides raising a slew of
demands. Even if that is dismissed as a grum-
hle of a disgruntled leader in the opposite side
of the BJP's political spectrum, Modi did noth-
mgt cE;m:ll\rs curious ally in the State, who has
manding an answer.
The AIADME's top honcho Edappadi K.

Palaniswami has been seeking a clear answer, particularly since he has

already embarked on a State-wi
close to a year away, on the hoiglmg
alliance his party has struck with the

de campaign tour for the elections that are
uestion over the nature of the
P. Amidst the mockery of the

rivals, who predict an overrun of the AIADME by the mighty BJP after it

helps the national party win some seats in

the Assembly polls,

Palaniswami would have liked to get that clarification from the PM that he

may not have got.

Since Palaniswami has been claiming that it is the AIADMK that would

lead the coalition, in which the BJP is a

rt, and that he would be the

Chief Minister if the alliance wins, provoking another round of naysaying

from the opposite camp, he has

Been wahlug for Amit Shah, the Union

home minister who originally scripted the alliance singlehandedly with-

out any

interruption from the

AIADME, to come down to Chennai and

make tl 1ngh s clear for the people.

With Sh:

unable to make the much-awaited trip, Palaniswami would

have liked Modi to spell out the terms of the alliance dispelling fears of the
BJP averrunning the AIADME. But not anly did things not turn out in

favour of Palaniswami, they alse did not favour the

believe that a

PMs sudden open devotion for a deity in an old temple in the State would
turn the voters to the BJP is nothing but absurd, penicularli' when the

State is known for religiosity and also rationalism, both travell

hand without any con

ng hand in

Learn to control crowds better

a8 many &s 10 lives and injured dozens of people on Sunday and

II is only a coincidence that back to back incidents of stampedes claimed

Monday;

they are waiting to happen at any and every place where peo-
ple congregate in India, thanks to tgpe {a

& bethargy and total lack of people con-

trol measures by the authorities concerned.
The stampede that claimed eight lives at the Mansa Devi temple in

It is not that the
government
authorities were
caught unawares
by events leading
to the loss of lives;
it = thair lathargy
that turns such
events into a
tragedy instead.

unawares by events leading to the loss of lives:

Haridwar on Sunday was caused by a rush of
pilgrims along a stair route leading to the tem-
ple while the one that ended two lives at
Avshaaneshwar Mahadev temple in Barabanki
on Monday was triggered by the panic after a
live power line breaking.

Such incidents happen in India every year
with alarming regularity. It was not very long
ago that stampedes claimed several lives in
Benga]mu while peaple were celebrati

PL victory or at the Delhi railway station or at
T irupati temple.

It is not that the government authorities and
the event/festival rfxnl!ers were caught

is their lethargy that

turns such events into a tragedy instead. The Mahakumbh this year has

ed that a congregation of croves of

eople can be conducted with no

oss of life. There indeed was an instance of a tent catching fire. Normally,
it could have resulted not only in the spread of fire but also of a killer panie.
But the preparedness was foalproof and there was no report of loss of life.
It may also be remembered that a blast at a religious meeting in
Kalamasserry in Kerala Last year claimed eight lives but all of them were
the direct vietims of the blast; not one was due to stampede caused by panic
running. Reparts had said there was a drill on every day of the congrega-
tion on how to behave in case of an emergency and how to avold a stam-

de.

Respect for human lives and proper

paredness can indeed save lives,

It is time that the government and law-enforcement agencies rise to the

challenge.
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e ]ulnl family and indissoluble mnr
'riage have been the basis of Hindu
ety. Laws that alter this basis will uJI::l the ple
mately lead to the disintegration of soci-
The Jan Sangh will, therefore,

repeal the at a similar abandor
and Hindu Suceession Acts."

of its socialist policies on the econom;

Is ‘double engine’ politics
of discrimination normal?

he palitics of dis-
rimination is a

one seams shiocked ar even
bathered that every time a
state comes up for election,
the BJFa camprsigﬂ
machine led by its helms-
man and star propagan-
dist, Narendra Modi,
unrolls a narrative to cap-
tivate his audiences by
promising  the “double

ld.es splits
twe groups — the first,
BJPled governments and
the second, non-BJP-led
EOVEITHETLE,

The vision of the nation
unralled by Mr Modi's
superior skills as cam-
palgmer, charismatic
leader and mass icon is
simple; the nation ought to
be “one nation-one party*.
If parts of the nation are
delinquent  enough  to
chase other parties, then
the fault-line separating
the good from the bad is
the concept of the “double
en sarkar".

re are pmbl.e'm! with
this concept. Mr Modi's
campaigns are blatant in

sitioning voters on
the basia of promising dis-
crimination. His guaran-
tee is conditional; if voters
help the BJP win, then
lhere will be rewards. The

‘double engine sarkar”,
that is a BIP g:wemmenl
in the state and the
National Democratic
Alliance government at
the Centre will work in
coordination to rev up the
delivery of services, ind
structure, I.m-'entmmt.
Central  funding  and
Central schemes o power

“development” in the
e,

IF this
and win &]J:‘were imi ed
to the campaign, which is
always flerce and intense-
ly competitive. then it

would  be Re in
order; all tical parties
have the to sell

loyalty to

As we have seen in

themselves to woters in
ebaction time in creative
and blatantly biased ways,
bordering on unethical.
What is not in order is for
Mr Modi's BIF to nor-
malise discrimination by
showing off the rapid
change in backward states
onece voters apted for the
“double engine sarkar”
model and warn voters in
states that are not run by
the BJP that they will can-
timue to Lag bedind, if there
is no change of govern-

ment.
Discrimination as a poli-
oy instrument is creating
imequality where it cannot
be seen to exist. That
trashes the promises in
the Preamble of the
Constitution of equality,
fraternity and justice, and
d.lxl.]o’;m the \"Alelot’lihé‘r-
ty arm-twisting the
h"’!eed.am ta choose of wat-
ers. Mr Maodi's car
content in Bihar mmlégsr:
Bengal reveal the nature of
the discrimination and
threat that it contains if
vaters don't do what he
tells them to. Earlier in
July, the Prime Minister
unveiled a Rs 7,200-crore
development package in
Bihar: he also unvedled a
Rs 5400 crove develop-
ment package in West
Bengslﬁn%m)ber. for
the byelections to four
state Assembly seats. the
Prime Minister
announced a Rs §,850-crare
development package for
one distriet, Jamui, which
has a significant tribal
lation. The PM did
not distribute cash for
votes, but he did imply
that there would be mare
maney if the BJF won.
Every time Mr Maodi
campatgns, he talks of how
Uttar Pradesh's develop-
ment speed has zoomed
after the BJP was vated to
power, how Assam has
moved away from turbu-
lemee and is racing ahead
with infrastructure devel-
o'pment how  backward
am{mm s fast catching up
Chhattisgarh after its
change of heart is going

society and as urban, upper caste, middle-class
families (the BJPs ba

became more nuclear,

)
joint farnilies eraded.

earlier column, lock

ning by the Jan Sangh/BJ

, this is.
ve the

The “double engine
sarkar” voter seduc-
tion exercise will be
presumably
unleashed for maxi-
mum effect in the
next few months.

forward with leaps and
bounds. The “double
engine sarkar” will trans-
form the fortunes of states
that lag behind is his
promise for West Bengal if
it wotes the BJP to power
im 2026 when the Assembly

elections are due.
The grouse aof the
Member of Parliament in

Bihar's Banka, JDilU}
leader Giridhari Yadaw,
contradicts Mr  Modi's
claim.  The MP was
scathing, he said after 11
years af "the BJP-led NDA
m er, Bihar has con.

tinued to lag behind. His
yardstick for measuring
neglect was his grievance
not one new train has
been  launched on the
Delhi-Paina and Patna-
Mumbai routes in the time
that Mr Modi has been
Prime Minister, even
theugh Bihar's population
has grown and more peo-
ple travel on those routes.
Ome  disgruntled  MP
from a party that is m
alliance with the BIP i
18 mat necessarily s
representative sample of
how the “double engine
sarkar” model works. The
best performing state in
terms of & combination of
state GDF, the maximum
number of factories and
GAT callection is probably
Tamil Nadu, an
‘Dpposition-rubed ha!linn
that the BJP
in 11 \ems T|IE
other best  performing
states by a_mix of mea-
sures are Maharashtra,
that has swung between
the Opposition and the
BJP over the last 11 years,
Gujarat, that is a BJP-
ruled state, and
Karnataka, that is more or
less & Congress hastion
now. Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana have done well
and the BIP is not the
dominant party in either
state. Uttar Pradesh has
surged forward, but is not
a5 vet mear catching up
with Tamil Nadu
If regime change made
all the difference as the
“double engine sarkar”

media outlets to delete his video, likely because

mod.el suggests, then it is

markable how woters
snd political parties have
been stubbarnly resistant
ta the BJPs attractions. It
suggests that voters and
paolitical rties  have
ather considerations when
the BJP affers to team up.
State Assembly elections
are due in Assam, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala in 2006, The “dou-
ble engine sarkar” vater
saduction exercise will be
presumably unleashed for
maximum effect in the
next few months,

‘This is not to argue that
the Cangress, when it was
im power at the Centre and
im the states, did not havea
dark past; West B
ane-time finance minister,
Ashok Mitra, had famous-
ly declared that lILeCeque
was meting out s}
motherly” treatment toh
state. That was back in the
day when the CPIMped
Left Front had come to
power in 1977, The Centre
versus State conflicted
relationship, a hyproduct
of the peculiar federal
arrangement that was put
in  place by the
Constitution in 1960, is as
much history as it is reali-
ty. The difference batween
now and then is the demo-
lition of platforms and
institutions where con-

d be aired and
satisfactory  resolutions
found.

As MK Stalin of the
DMK, Mamata Banerjes of
the Trinamul Congress
and Pinarayi Vijayan of
the CPIM) tackle the
BJPMs divisive cam| 1%}
the Opposition w
better off undertaking a
joint effort to formulate a
white paper on the "devel-

opment by discrimina-
tion" model that Mr
Modi's  BJP has  nor-

malised as the best mecha-
nism for leading India
down the path of " gmri
Kaal" by 2M7. Instead of
SL“]DHY accepting the fla-
gmn discriminatory

despening  the
l|1eq|m]|l|.e! between
states, © 1m15 and citi-
ems, fhe ition, com-
prising ruling parties in
different states, has a
responaibility to focus on
it collectively and sepa-
rately.

Shikha Mukerfes is &
senfor journalist based
in Kolkata

LETTERS

HALT GAZA'S TRAUMA

In Gaza, the crisis has
reached a heartbreaking
low: journalists, once the
voice of the voiceless, are
selling their cameras and
press gear to feed their fam-
ilies. The very people who
exposed injustice to the
world are now starving in
silence. Yet amidst this dark-
ness, a faint light emerges
that global media networks,
human rights groups and
ordinary citizens are calling
for urgent aid, evacuation
routes and protection for
these frontline truth-tellers
But the deafening silence of
major world powers and
human rights bodies raises
painful questions about our
shared humanity? Do we
really need a mass grave-
yard of journalists to awaken
the world's conscience?
As'ad Kabir Nagari
Mumbai

GREEDY TRUMP

U8 PRESIDENT Dunald Trump's
vearning for the Nobel Peace Prize is
no secret. He frames himself as a
peacemaker, often unpromipted. Yet,
his record speaks mare of ambition
than achievement. In Ukraine, he
hints at ending the war “in 24 hours”
but neither Kyiv nor Moscow trusts
him. In Gaza, his stance is even less
persuasive, with little bayond hollow
statements, while giving Israel carte
blanche, His supposed credit for the
India-Pakistan détente lacks convic-
tiom, r ted morve out of habit than
belief. Frustrated, Mr Trump turns to
Africa and Soulhes!l Asia for conflict
de-escalation, but even these claims
lack depth. Hl.s Peace Prize pursuit
seems driven less by diplomacy than
by the desire for legacy.

R. Narayanan

Navi Mumbai

HATERS PUNISHED?

WITH THE reset in ties between India
and the Maldives, what happens to all the
ambitious  plans  of  convert
Lakshsa p into a tourist spot to riv
the Maldives? Our patrictism tends to be
shartldived. There was ear]aerac,aﬂ ﬁ:lr a
S e EL
tn fves for i
5"-‘0“ &lg
sur'ry ﬁ:lr those lhu may Im\e :m!!led
tinse, money and energy IMOEMEG!.
anticipating an influx of domestic
tourists. Let this also be a warning to all
niot to be fooled by the sudden bursts of
patrintism. We should think over mat-
ters more carefally and dispassionately.
Anthony Henrigues

Mumbai

Jawaharlal Mehru for losing the war to China.

it offended their middle-class base. The 1972 manifesto made no reference to the war
Anather place the Jan h showed itself o in Bangladesh. which had been created out of
class was in Pakistan anly weeks earlier. Its idea of defence

beapa %‘emeulhanm

mmunm]lumol’im ml palicy came

s for “a country

rough such demands as compulso-

ry military training for all boys and girls,

ar Patel

What’s behind BJP

shift over divorce i
& inheritance laws,
and other policies?

This is fram party's manifesto of 1967, The
Jan Sangh/BJPs opposition to diverce and its
championing of jeint families was accompanied

also by an attack anhm the rights of women.
Inh:adnﬂ:l ntlnn:nmeearlylmnr
i proposed modest changes to

dominant ﬁ:lm of traditional inheritance law
and modified one of them to make inheritance
&:rer for women. In its 1951 manifesto, the Jan

opposed TJII! %D]HEB] in the Hindu Code

Bill, sa should not come from
gun%mm sochety. In 1957, the one that is

above, it said such changes were not
acceptable unless rooted in anchent culture.
“Riotous individualism" would ensue as a
miult it
ahlnn to divorce was the
ld.en elemnl However, the material
elament was not letting divorced women and
widowed daughters-in-law inherit property.
-Tpl?amlm hy th changed its manife
explanation why the party manifesto
positions. As divorce became less vare in Indian

not necessarily & problem. All parties
right to alter and !hlft thedr stand, but when a
position is laid out, then its nel:mandmwel]&
than and takin sﬂnﬂn stand it had previ rr
W laid out and explaimed.
li:a RE5-linked political foree has chosen
o di,

‘An uneasiness with how to handle caste is also.
reflected in its manifestos. The sald it
would create a “feeling of equality and oneness
im Hindu society by ]:qu:dml.ng untouchability
and casteism”™. But it did not speak of how. The
Jan did not add to the Congress policy of
reservations for  Scheduled Cams and
Schedu}led Tribes, for example by pushing for it

m sector or expanding
Ihx comes fram such ideas as “arrang
Ihr extra trai classes, refresher courses
and in-service training for their benefit".

Culturally, the stood firm| inst aleo-
hol and nnuﬁh(%wlﬂe pmhli{bdag:n. And it
wanted English to be replaced h'la]lnfhzreﬂ:y
local languages, and especially Hindl. This is
something home minister Amit Shah spoke
about recently. After an uproar, the BJP foreed

educm and enthuse the cultivator about r.he
necessity of harder work for more production”,

Today it would take a brave BJF minister to
accuse India’s farmers of not working hard
enough, and the surrender on the farm hills
shows that the caontinues to be removed

from the way the Indian farmer thinks.

Onmlgnaﬂhlm,na ct on which the BJP
has wan mangn ln necem‘]y the Jan
Sangh did not have an: feular str i view

of the world and Imlla's place in it, besides say-
I.ngdlsl India should be friends with all who
v and tough on those who were nat.
It wnnl:ed Imha ] he'ﬂ a place in the UN
Security Council, but there was no reference to
or what India's rale would be. or how its
uence and options could be increased if this
saat were miracubously given. It offered no gmh
for gettlng m ﬂIE urlty Council. There
appears to be tsIm the way the Jan
Sangh dmughl n'l:out ml:h ings. The 1857 man-
with a gl.m ‘warning of a threat
emanating from a Pakistan-Portuguese alliance,
The 1982 manifesto made no reference to this,
but opened with an admonition against

Esnmval of lle;ﬂn‘m for pmsauinf munlem
s (an U ceﬂmry EX AT

E;I:mal Cadet Corps Emcmneol'

nurlenr Weapons, II fsa seriea of things strung

ithaut
m’ﬁg’mmwmkwmmmepnhndmmM
these things in 2025, and that is a valid question.
Perhapas the answer is that the BJP is the largest
and most dominant political force in our coun-
try 'ﬁ‘hﬂt it nays it stands for and what it ulti-
does is important. Its own constitution
sa:rsl the party “shall bear true faith and alle-
E'tmee . to the principles of socialism and secu-
rism”, and this came years before other parties
were L‘um}n]led to do so by law. Tod:
ing of removing these words
Q:lnallluﬂnn It is therefore important that its
words be read out to the party that it is
undernmne&lmme even if the very gentle one
exerted by this columnist, to nplx:n teelf and
Its endless shifts to its voters and to the citizens

af this country.

it 1s talk-
om the

The writer is the chafr of Ammesty
International India. Twitter: @askar_patel
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SIR challenge for
the poll panel

ECI should brace for questions on decline in
voting population, deletions in Bihar electoral roll

he second phase of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the Bihar electoral roll will
beginon August | once the Election
Commission of India (ECT) publishes the draft
document. The number of enumeration forms
received for SR suggests a fall of 6.5 million from the
number of registered voters in Bihar as on June 24, the
day before EClaunched the exercise, and also lower
than the number of registered voters before the 2024
general election and even the 2020 assembly election,
This number may fall further as the forms are
scrutinised and the incomplete ones rejected. Except
during the electoral roll revision in 2005, Bihar has
never seen adecline in the voting population: The
decling is intriguing considering the state's high fertility
rate, EClhas attributed the declineto the deletion of the
names of deceased persons, those with duplicate
registrationand migration, but this doesn't ring true,
The poll body has promised that due process will be
followed in the case of deletions from the roll; it must
follow through for the sake of the credibility of SIR.

The SIR controversy is playing out across three
planes — palitical, legal and institutional. It has roiled
the political atmosphere with the Opposition accusing
the poll body of weaponising the electoral roll; the
Rashtriya Janata Dal has threatened a poll boyeott if its
concerns are not addressed. Civil society bodies and
politicians have challenged SIR in the Supreme Court,
especially its choice of 1l documents to prove eligibility
for inclusion in the roll and the refusal to include the
Aadhaar card, existing voter identification card, and
ration card among them, The challenge also involves
the constitutional question of whether ECT's mandate
extends toinsisting that a prospective voter prove his/
her citizenship. And ECT, which has a stellar record in
conducting elections, has come under scrutiny for
potential overreach, and the Opposition has raised
questions about its conduct.

In this backdrop, ECI's actions in the coming days
will be keenly watched, The right tovote is a cherished
right, especially for the poor and oppressed who
congider itas the only weapon todemand
aceountability from the rulers; denial of this right, even
if'on technical grounds, is likely to be viewed with grief
and anger. ECTmust tread carefully and stay true to its
mandate, which is conducting free and fair elections,

Turn Gaza pause for
aid into a ceasefire

srael's tactical pause in fighting in three areas of

Gaza—toallow minimal humanitarian aid to

reach starving Palestinians — may temporarily help
Inaverting mass starvation deaths in the war zone.
Israel’s military onstaught is aimed at destroying
Hamas and rescuing the last of the hostages in the
latter's custody, but it hasn't spared tens of thousands
of ordinary Gazans. The bulk of the territory’s health
care facilities and other utilities now lie in ruins, Tel
Awiv's refusal to let humanitarian aid through — until
the tactical pause — has added a massive hunger and
deprivation crisis to the mix.

Up until now, Israel cited the operations of the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation — backed by the US and
Israel — to gloss over the hunger crisis, which, some
western experts believe, now approaches textbook
famine conditions. Sniper attacks on aid queues killing
over 800 persons and reports of over a hundred deaths
—many of them young children with emaciated
bodies and bellies distended from malnutrition —
have shocked the global community. Despite this,
Israel blocked aid even as the World Food Programme
claimed 90,000 women and children needed urgent
treatment for malnutrition, and the World Health
Organisation warned that nearly one in five children
under the age of five in Gaza City now suffers from
acute malnutrition — tripling from just a month ago.

The pause in the war has come after strong
condemnation from Israel’'s many friends in the West
— last Monday, the UK and 27 other nations issued a
statement, censuring Israel's actions. The UN and aid
organisations estimate the aid Israel has allowed to
reach Gazans s justa trickle and won'taverta famine,
Close to 60,000 Palestinians have died in the 22-month
war, which at times threatened to engulf the whole of
West Asia. Multiple amempts at peace have failed
owing to the intransigence of Tel Aviv or Hamas, or
both. It is time the international community asks Tel
Aviv to turn the tactical pauses into a permanent
censefire,

How NEP facilitated a
UK-India partnership

The framework on
education, which turns
five today, has identified
internationalisation of
education and invited the
world to invest in India

n July 2020, Prime Minister
MNarendra Modl set cut a new
wisbon for education in ndia, the
MNational Edweation Palicy 2020
{NEP). This vislonary frame-
work for thae very first tmse klen-
tifled Internationallsation of educa-
thom as o natlonal priority and Invited
the workd to collaborate and co-create
with India’s thriving higher education
steim Provislons for forelgn unl-
versity campuses, jolnt and dual
degrees, credit wansfers, and an
Increased Focus on research and inno-
wation alm to propel ndla towards
becoming one of the world's lesding
Inovwledge econarmles,
Almost exactly flve years on, Indla
I8 celebrating five years of the
National Education Palicy In action
and Indla and the UK have prioitsed
education in our refreshed and for-
ward-looking Comprehenslve Strate-
gghe Partmership. Last week in the UK,
Prime Ministers Kelr Starmer and
Maodi set aut a vision for 2035 that will
buidhd an our already strong educatlon
and skills parmcruhlLuunurlrg th
et genwration of global talent, creat-
Ing opportunities fer cross cultural

learning and accelerating our cooper-
atlon and ambition threugh an
anmal strategle education dinkogue,
And the Future of our education part-
nership |8 already chear o see, with
the apportunity to sccess the UK's
weorled-class education growing right
here In Indla.

In July, the University of South-
armpton becamae the frst for-
elgn unlvessity to open a
comprehensive  branch
campus in India under the
Universty Grants Commis-
slon regulations, We were
diellghied o attend the open-
g ceremony In Guragram
along with dignitaries from
the Government of India
and the University of South-
ampton, But it was among
stuclents that the exclement
was most palpable - one
tald us that she was
delighted to have the chance

Lindy
Cameron

In GIFT City, this excitement Is con-
Hnulng to grow,

With soame of the UK's best undver-
aitles bringing thelr brands io India,
thousands of bright Indian students
will have new opportunities to galn
the global skills that India’s fast-grow-
Ing economy needs. These students
Wil bae thee pllars of Inclla's ko owbedgy

ocon and integral tothe
achl:vﬂmgmllml:ﬁvlnlm ol
Vikslt Bharat.

Butthese universty apen-
Ings re just one strand In the
golden thread of people-to-

p connections linking

e UK and Indla

For decades, British and
Indian students have trav-
elled o each other's coun-
itries, enriching our living
brldge and playing their
- Impartant part in our vibrant
> research, education and

akllls partnership, In the UK,

to attend a UK unlversity weare proad to celebrmte our
without having to travel Alison L% million strong Indian
Ehousands of mlbes from her Barrett diaspora. Thelr contribnstions
Family. —_—  tothearts, lnguage, culture,

T is students ke her thax food, sports and everything

this partnership benefits most.
This Is an important milestone in
the UE-Indla relationship, which has
been made possible by the NEP, the
UGC regulations and the UK and

wlse have been felt i ovwns and cties
across the UK,

W are at an Inflection polnt In
transnational education. ‘.IEgﬂMr.
lbath countries are shaping o future-

o that prio-

India's shared cod o dnters  ready. e and Innovative model
Inchusion aftr i

Hlon And with four cther UK unlversl-  fises access, quallty, and eross-cul-

i st b follow Southampton's lead  tural exchange, UK campuses in India

and open campuses in [ndia next  are only one part of the story: More

wyear, and two maore set to launch soon

India-UK jolntand dual degrees, cen-

tres of excellence with Industry, and
sctenoe and research hubs are jolning
the thriving Indian higher education
wcogystem, All this crestes greater
opportunities for young peaple,
Inclading for British studemts to
spend thme studying in India
e bespoke Young Professionals
Scheme (YPS), o visa scheme which
allows young Indlan and Britlah gracd-
uates o llve, study, travel and work in
thee other country for L to twio years,
I8 abso an enaber of that.
Thee timing of our :nlnmltmem o

rapld advancement of technology,
and strengthen our collaboration.

And we hope to see universities
continulng to partner to align thilr
curricula, processes, andd support sys-
femia to meet dudents’ International
nsplrations. As the MEP shows, regu-
lations, when thoughtfully crafted
and consistently implemented, can be
pawerful enablers of International
bearning.

Inclia s thie LK are collabarating
o bl Instltutions that can foster o
generation of glnbnlly mlnd('d

deepen our
could not be more Impartant. In a
warld of geopalitical, geo-economic
and technologieal shifts, and greater
demand for higher sducation, it is
cruclal that our education systems
avilve o drive Innovation and bulld a
skilled and forward-looking talent
paal, ready io address global challen-
wes andl contribute bo & safe and sus-
talnable future for all.

That Is why the UK and India's
Intellectual partnership will bulkd on
tha strong foundations of the fivst five

years ol resd wie have seen under
the NEIE We will be responslve to
ermerging opportunites, adapt to the

lm:l:lnmmplﬂ transnatianal :hnllm—
wes. Education s the foundation on
which economies grow, and where
Inncvaticns that create the opgortunk
whes of the future are shaped, The UK
anel Indlla will continue to nurture the
mext gensration of talent thraugh owr
ghubnl education and skills partner-

= and we are excited to see whiat
the next five years of the NEP will
bring.

Lindy Cornerom is Hritish figh comemis-
steser i [di ord Alieon Barret is
enunery director, British Comncil Tadba.
Thoe views expressed are persanal,

In Bihar SIR case, Supreme
Court has to walk a tightrope

alon of India (ECT)s declslon o con-

duct a speclal Intenslve revislon (SIR}
of the electoral rolls in Bihar even os the first
phase of the exercise was completed last
week. SIK targets updating the rolls befone the
upeeming Assembly elections in the state.
After the first phase, ECE revealed that 724
million enumeration forms have been col-
leeted, which Is 6.5 midllion less than the num-
lber of reglstered vaters in the state as on June
24, when SIR began,

While ECI has th power to conduct revi-

alnn af electoral ralls under Section 21 of the
Representation of the People Act 150, two
striking lasues aggrieved the p:l]l]ulma.l—lrst.
the revislon process required all vaters who
had been enrolled after 2003 o re=enroll and
demonstrate thelr el gibdllty, and second, they
were allowed only one month to do so.
Desplte serdous claims of mass disenfran:
o the apacgue | dure, the
swift manner of enumseration, and o
ahert thme lmit to re-enrall, the
Court refused to stay the exercise. It
merely asked ECH o “conslder” three
ather documents, namely the Aad-
haar card. the rathon card. and the
voter 1D card, to tackle the possibil-
Ity of dlsenfranchisement,

Several Judgments have high-
lighted the impartance of the rght
o vote and hiow it goes o the heart
of democracy in India. However, the right to
Vot continues to remaln o statutory right. s
wxlstence is thed to a speclfic leglslation —
alarmingly, one that can be Interfered with or
subjected to conditlons, Sectlon lrzuﬂlcplﬂ
sentation of the People Act 1951 states that the
right to vote I8 to be provided only to those
peaple whose nanmes ane present in the elect-
aral rolls of a constltuency. Thus, the process
of preparation and revision of electoral rolls
I am Imypartant step n Identifying eligible vor-
s,

In Baidyanath Paflar v, Sitaram Makio
(1968), the Supreme Court disallowed any
revislons to the rolls in Bihar since the dead-
I el excpiriec], Thee 160 Rules prevent any
arnend ment, transposition, incluskon, or dele-
thom of voters after the last date. Such prece-
ents and rules do not inspdre the expectation
aof an outoome In favour of the petitloners in
the current case, given the apex court's
refusal to stay the exerclse, though there ls
atlll some time to the deadline. Also, there are
risks of o patentlal dismissal of the SIH case
far twa reasons: First, the Supreme Court has
limlted grounds o review such comes, and sec-
amd, the Supreme Court s always sceptical
about dul?: lﬁ elections in such cases,

Thee 1950 Act provides for an internal
review mechanism for complaints or grievan-

he Supreme Court ks hearing several
I petitions agalnst the Election Commis-

TANCEOFTHE
IVOTE AND HOW
'[J_‘I'I I HEART OF

Anshul
Dalmia

ces — any person can file objections to the
electornl officers, ralse complaints, and sk
for [ur!hur directions from ECL, Thene exists a
phasis on followlng

hefore o mhl the courts. In Uttar Pra-
desh, In the Anigrah Narain Strgh v.
Starte of UP{ I99h] the Supreme Court refused
to intervene In Irregularities regarding the
preparation and eorrection af electoral rolls
anel deferned o the internal process. In the
sarne vieln, Itis highly probahble that the Court,
while c'\'nluntlrg the rpll[v af Bihar's nevl-
slon process, may simply redivect the com-
plalnants to these statubory processs.

The nature and efficlency of this mecha-
nkem have never been questioned, Whether
ECI can be Independent in assessing com-
pladnts macde againes its efficers remadns to be
seen, That apart, the process may not be
transparent of citteen-centric. Past cases have
highlighted deep-roated lssues with these
Internal redressal mechanisms. Several rto-
ple have complabned that thelr objection

went unheard due to the officers
being unwelcoming af thelr con-
cerns. Further, this proces has been
uidte exclusbonary to certaln groups
of vulnerable cltizens, such s slum

Such processes severely affect
those at the margins, Would the
uneducated be able to understand
the voter disqualification notlees?
Would the daily-wage worker be
able to forego one day's worth of work 1o
appear before the electoral officer? In Lal
Bate Hussetn v, Electoral Reglstration Offioer
th‘s!l. poor, uneducabed residents of I'ahnr

ghn.d quuslluntd the Inacoessibili
redressal processes and highligh
unfnll and unreasonable procedures they
had to go through. In the end, only the Court
waa able to uphald thelr rights through due
process.

Thus, it Is strongly in the interests of jus-
thoe that the Supreme Cowrt substantively
adjudicates in the current Blhar S1R case,
This could ensure any instance of possible
disenfranchisement in Bllm does mn gu

RAJNATH SINGH

one that would inflict maximum

damage on the terrorists and their
ts, while causing no harr
Pakistani civilians

In Nisar collaboration, space
exploration paths converge

Tara's SAC, based In Ahmedabad, grew from
a different vislon, SAC-lsro was built on the

s mcsk
e:qnmlut Ennhmaurvmlnnml.llw_a
SL5-bilbon mission, 2800 kg observatory, car-
rying two different radar Frequendies (L-band
and Seband), capable of detecting centimetre
Bevel surface char Phbnl every 12 daye A
Inthulr:nlmnml.‘ﬁls mb?y. Im?mnmlbn
revty avallable and apen o the pubdic.
Burt, Nisar s mnrelhnnn sl it It repre-
sentsthedquict
aphles —nm: borm from the nirge b
explore the planets, and the other

hae Naear- bsro Synthetlc Aperture Radar
I fNI.w)mIsnl.uuMllllnnﬂnn Wednis

belief ahould serve sockety. In 1975,
SAC led the Satelline Instructional Tedevislon
Experiment (S}, broadeasting educational TV
o more than 2400 Isdian Wllages via o Nosa
satellive, a global Arst in using space for mass
comminbcation. Its Earth observation journey,
o, Bizggan humbly —with a challenge chose to
hearne: coconut root-wilt dissase in Kerala, Tra-
ditional detection was slow, prompting PR
Pisharoty, the Indian physicist and metealo-

et consldered to be the father of

remote sensing n Indla, o siccess-

grounded in the bellef that space Fullly use aerial infrared photography.
o serve people back hame. Nisar This sowed thi seods for the Indian
s the Arst misshon of (ks kind: a dual- Remate Senslng (IRS) programime
and Synihetie Aperture Radar (SAR) That spiriz of innavation endured.
aatellite that can measure Earth's Gaurav From adrborne SAR trials in the 1580
ecnsystems, dynamic surfa- Soth tovthe wakie-up call of the Kargll War,
oo, and bee masses. [ will provide SAC:lsro| a by rolbe in shaping
Inslghtson biomass, nataral hazards, Inclia's all-wenther imaging copabaity,

s level rise, and groundwater, and
will support a host of other applica-
tlons,

But, the mission didn't start that
waty, It began as a proposal, DesDynl,
o Nosa-only misslon almed ot study-

unsupervised, hecked, or
The second reason that the courts

Intervene |8 the fear of delaying the elections,
In Lakshmi Chandra Sen v. AKM Hassan
(K985}, the Supreme Court was apprehensive
about ardering a revislon of elecioral ralls. It
was worred about unwarranted judiclal con-
trol over elections or worse, an

culminating in RISAT-1, the country's
frat ndigenously diveloped racdar
Imaging satellite. Since then, it has
contribubed to bindmark missions like
Chandrayaanand Mangalyaan, all the
wwhille staying trise to (s Founding prin-

ngrnmdnundg}nhnlemdmnmlrml Steffi elple.

chi bt I 2004, following Prime Minlster
hallenging Thatis,untl — JOSEPR  Nasondra Modr's visit to the US, the

]arnjulnea in. A rare kind of collabo- === Misar partnership was formalised

ratlon followed. Both lsre and Nasa
contributed critlcal componints rooted in thelr
mespective space programnies. Nas brought s
L e mesh ref

o, [ bulle the S-band radar, added the sitel-

postponement. The unsald principle goes:
The more imminent the election, the greater
thi reluctance to judicially interfere,

The only exception made {8 If there exist
Irregularities in the process, which have the
potential tovitkate thie entine election, Then, a
specal tribunal may be setup to address the
same. Hence, in the Bihar cose, first, there
exlsts the possibllity of the Supreme Court
summarily refusing to intervene, citbng Inter-
Ference with the assemdy elections, Secand,
even If the Court thought that the revislon of
rolls was iregular, there exists the passibillty
of It nelther Injuncting the election process
nor preventing disenfranchisement.

In meost matters, the Supremse Court has
alwiys assumed the role of the sentinel on the
ipuid v (o thee alert) far any harm = however
amall— to Indlan democracy. [ts even maore
Important that the Court should take up this
mantle and progect the [teral basls of democ:
racy —the people's right to vobe — now,

Anshisl Dalria s wieh Vidhi Centre for Lagal
Palicy: The views expiressed are persal,

Mt b, v will lunich it aboand o GSLV. They
ereated something nelther could have done

when Nasa administrator Charles

Bolden and then Isra chalrperson K. Rad-

hakrlshnan signed documents In Toronio to

Laumch a jolint Ea antellite mission.

It was a symbalic and sirategle handshake
between two spacelaring natlons,

Maga s providing the missbon's L-band syn-

adani — notat this scabe, nat g,

e racdar, a high

and certainky not with th

for nclnnotmm. G[‘S rm:Lm

'Ehlspﬂtnnmhlpn‘dml-hnudsﬁllwmnﬂy
[ ug il disitl .pallm
b

il

lm1 lsro ks pmﬂdln[lhn spacecraft blli Ihn

that et Py L n
and lara's Space Appll.cmlnna Centre (SAC) to
this moment. Masa-JPL had explosive begin-
mings, Mterally, In the 19308, Caltech graduate
stuclents known as the “Sulckde Squad” began
festing rocket engines In the Arrayo Seco can-
yon near Pasadena, Thelr makeshift experl-
mients cocasionally caused explosions that
ahook the campus, But, they alselald the foun-
datlon for what would become one of the
workl's foremost planetary schence institutions,

Nasa-IPL wenton o Imd landmark missions
— from Magellan's radar mapping of Venus o
thie Cassinl-Huygen s méssson that revenbed Sat-
wirn and b8 moons in stunning detall, and the
Shutthe Radar T Misslon (SRTM),
which redefined mw"‘ Earth II'oE J.

W T HEREY
lts ethos, Dare Mighty Things, reflected s
rebendliss pursult of interplanetary exparation,

lnu:u:hnumm

Misar proves that international space part-
nerships can be complenentary. Its model —
shared costs, aligned abjectives, and different
expertlse coming iogether — I8 a bluepring for
Tuture collaborations,

Two roads diverged in the space age, and

thiy converge at Nisar. It's o powerful

rerminder that progress doesn't always come
Trom working in lsalation. Real breakthroughs
happen whien diverse approsches, eoosystens,
and capabilities come together with a shared
parpase. Nlaar signaks that the future of space
les kncodlaboratlon, not competition.

Gauray Serh is CEOand co-fennder, PlerSght. an

startup, ad Stefi Josep
with PierSight. The views exgiressad are personal
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