20

The

BHinduslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1934

[ OUR TAKE |

Two democracies,
common interests

Shared values define India's ties with US, but the
twoneed a conversation on immigration & trade

t'sofficial. President Donald Tru d
Tuesday that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be
visiting the United States (US) in February. Enrlier,
both leaders relterated their commitment to
enhancing what they termed a "mutually beneficial and
trusted partnership”. India-US relations have warmed in
the past few years to such an extent that they are
expected to be firewalled from the change of guard in
Washington, and Trump's MAGA (Make America Great
Again) projectand multiple policy reversals, which have
unsettied the global order and America’s relations with
Its neighbours, mmrrum friends and foes alike.
'r'm s broad l hoth ths “ 1o m
big issues ImMngmppmfmnmla-bmedghw
order, peace in Ukraine, the need todiversify supply
chains beyond China, an open seas policy, and the
security of the Indo-Pacific, The Biden administration
wasaccommodative of India’s pursuitof an
Independent foreign policy, especially its privileging of
energy security,and the advocacy of Global South's
interests in the management of the climate crisis.

However, both leaders may now needa frank
mmaummnhmofmmmmwmuwimmdr

est m.smumcln For Trump
20isf | rbing immigr and tilting trade
tes in America’s favour. While New Deli has said it
will cooperate with Wnshlmmnon stnpphxlllml

igration (India i countries
illegal migration into thel Us), lhe MAGA constituency's
approach to the H-1B visa programme may trigger
negative sentiments. Here, New Delhi must emphasise
that H-1B visa holders, Indian students in the US, and
Indian companies contribute significantly tothe
American economy. Indian students, the largest
dents in the US, contributed

roughly over $10 billion and hel ped create over 100,000
Jobs In the US— In just one academic year. Similarly, a
Confederation of Indian Industries survey discovered
that 163 Indian companies invested $40 billion by 2023,
and created 425,000 jobs, in the US. India-US bilateral
tradle Is estimated at $190 billion and favours India.
Trump's threat to weaponise tariffs tochange itin
America’s favour may see pressure on India to liberalise
its market for American agri-produce. India will need to
evaluate the trade-off as It pursues critical and emerging
technologles from Washington,

That Modi's Washi visit was din the
backdrop of Delhiand Beijing agreeing on a host of
measures —among them the restarting of direct flights
b Indi dChina enhanci 1 WWP‘C
contact, and the resumption of the Kuilash-Mansarovar
Yatra— is significant. Smart foreign policy Isabout
prioritising national interest and balancing relations
with both friends and foes,

Signs of more than a
. .
.

recovery in learning

ndlings of the Annual Status of Education Report
P‘:ASER)Z(HApdmmnmbunmm-tyfmmc

learning loss incurred in the Covid years, Extended
school shutdowns, digital hurdles — kack of access o
hardware/connectivity and know-how among teachers
and househokds — and unready systems marked much
of the academic years 2020-21and 2021-2022. As a
result, leaming gains steadily built over the past couple
of decades saw significant erosion. While ASER 2022
painted a mournful picture, ASER 2024 reassures that
things are back on track and, quite encouragingly, the
progress Is led by govemnment schools, which
historically have been magnets for criticism.

Reading ability — one proxy being the percentage of
Standard 11 students able toread Standard IHeved text—
Is back to the pre-pandemic level of 27%, having fallen to
20,5% in ASER 2022, Government schools recorded o
sharp improvement, reaching 23.4%, up not just from
ASER 2022516.3% but also the peakof
20.9%, Private schools recovered some ground but are
yet to reach their pre-pandemic peak. The arithmetic
learning indicators indicate much more than a recovery,
registering substantial increases over the pre-pandemic
peak. Here, too, government schools Jead,

This turnaround may have been ushered in by the
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy focus of the
National BdlradonPolky(Nmm Shifting gears
from only the fthe class to teaching at
each student at her level s starting to pay off. That said,
there is still a significant gap to overcome, given an
overwhelming portion of the student population still
suffers from learning deficiencies, How NEP enables
building on present gains will be its true test.

Spending the allocated
FY25 capex in the near
term, preserving the
quality of the fisc, and
going ahead with next-
generation reforms,
along with sticking to the
consolidation roadmap,
will be the cornerstones
of Budget FY26

he macro backdrop to the
upcoming budget Is
somewhat different from
the last two yeurs when
the importance of fiscal
consolidation was not »
matter of much debate. This year,
there are multiple budget priorities
that might sometimes be conflicting.
Arresting a cychical slowdown carly
and  preserving  macro-stabllity
through a credible Nscal consolida:
ton roadimap will likely be the twin
pllars of the FY26 budget math. Ris-
Ing global uncertainties could m
some challenges In meeting (
twin abjectives, On top of it, near-
term asset miaret valility probably
warrants a conservat fve o ho
making. Howewer, the
the budget can outline the
reform inftiatives in different arcas
that will be pushed forward over the
next few years, supporting the strec-
ral growth outlook.
Itis expected that the government
will better its FY25 fiscal deficit tar-
gerof 4.9% of Gross Domestic Prod-
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uct (GDPL While this is & positive
sotup for the promised consolidation
10 4.5% of the GDP by FY26, there Is
some argument over whether the
government should skip the com-
pression for & year to sup|
growth, We think that even If the
government opes for the lscal con-
solidation path in FY26, a judiclous
frontioading of the avallsble fiscal
space In FY25 iself could provide the
near-term lmpetus to growth, Unlon
fwcmmtm capex growth could be
higher than 30% year-on-year In the
last quarter of FY25, ghven that it has
been shuggish in the carfier
rt! of e year. This spend-
ng, in turn, could have &
positive impact on con-
sumption as the cash Nows
through the economy.
Given the understanding
that GDP growth has

Samiran
Thalmads

Potential targets for
the Union Budget

deficitat4,5% levels would put pub-
lie debt-to-GDP ratio on a comborta-
bly downward trajectory, which is
he stated government fiscal oh]cc
1hve. Meeting the promised flscal

ledt target, even under

challenging conditions, would
Improve the credibility of the fiscal
process for investors and rating
agencies. A Centre deficit of at least
A% by ibso noeded 1o take the overall
general government deficit o % of
GDP, a criterion for rating upgrade
mentionod by rating agencies. In the-
oy, i Jower government deficls could
create borrowing space

1 for the peivate sector 1o
accelerate the private
Investment cycle. On the

other hand, relatively
conservative fiscal policy

should open up the space
for some monetary eas-

Imlltlhmﬁuqmm
at this r)lnl a "fiscal
nudge” of this kind might be Ed
enough to bring the economy
on track rather than & big “fscal
Dboost™ in the FY20 Budget

There could be muln motiva
llomwmlﬂw":\ﬁgl'hmlln
FY26 despite some growth head-
winds. This will be the normalisation
of the fiscal boost that was given dur-
Ing Covid when the deficit went up 1o
9.2% of the GDP. To improve the
quality of the fisc. the government
hid al o brossght substantial off-bud-
et s g in1o the budges. Adjust-
ing for these accounting changes,
4.5% would be broadly consistent
with pre-Covid fiscal deficit levels,
reflecting a return to normaley, A

Y ing in three steps —~
b‘:‘;ﬂ. Jower rates, and
relaation of macro-pru-

dential measures.

There could be various paths to
achieving the desired fiscal consoll-
dation. but s compression through a
fall in the revenue

defence, subsidies, salaries, und
home affalrs does not always need 1o
match the nominal GDP growth,
lc-d J w0 & decline In the revenue
iure-to GDP ratio. That way,

lhfvr 1800 need for explicit expendi-
e cuts on any particular item o
achleve consolidation

On the revenue callection side. the
budget is likely w0 assume that the
nominal GDP growth will be pushed
back above J%, after two years of
below 1% nomimal growth, With el:-

Icy focus on human capital
ment.  Manufacturin, and
Infrastructure have been the other
two arews of emphasis. To that end,
more measures In 1mﬁmvln: the
case of doing business through sim-
Necation of direct taxation, re-cali-
ton of the lmport duty structure,
puashing forward with the next .
atlon reforms 1o improve i-dn(
(labour, land) productivity and
Increased attention to research and
development (R&D) loembmuldhe

vited tax revenue
Above 0% nominal GOP growth can
sustain the tax-1o-GDP ratio ot close
toan all-time high. However, there is
some uncertainty around non-tax
revenues such as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) dividend to the govern-

. dhpoubu' Income boost for the
1 Income tax

GDP ratlo bs likely to lmpmvw the
quality of the fisc further. In fact, the
povernment has opted for this path
consistently In the post-Covid fiscal
consolidation and malntained its
facus on incrensing public capex.
Despite the possibility that the Union
vernment might full short of ity
ed capex spending in FY25,

the FY26 capex spending growth tar-
et could still be pegged at close to
15%. On the other hand. the incresse
In revenue spending on fems such as

concessions. 1t s lkely that there has
been some increased personal
income tax y, despite tax rates
remalning broadly stable, Nonethe-
Tess, given the fscal constralnts and
intent to move towieds the simplified
new income tax regime, the fiscal
cost of any income tax relief will
Il:gy be limited 10 below 0.3% of
G

Eﬁnl"nmh-nup&’llﬂv
cal stimulus is not available, the bud-
get Is Hieely o continue with the pol-

10 grab the

ing wmmlly arising from the
&7 supply-chain diversification,

the infrastructure front, the gov-
emment might look to diversily
capex by increasing allocation for
sectors like urban development,
waler, housing, and clean energy,
and by improving the execution
capabilities and directional theust in
traditional capex-intensive sectory
wuch as roads and rallways,

The cormerstones of the FY26 Bud-
et could be spending the allocated
FY25 capex In the near lerm,

Ing the quality of the fise, delivert
on the consolidation roadmap, &
emphasising  next-generation
reforms to boost structural growth,

Serdran Chakrabarty & marsging
director und chlef econoemis,
India. Crigrog.

The views expressed are pervonel

New G2 at the UN: Beijing
budgets to win influence

era in the United States (US), It appears
to have happened at its creation, the
United Nations (UN), too, making China
a near oqual of the US, On Christroas Eve, the
UNGA adopted a new scale of assessments
for the UN's regular budget upping China's
share to 20% and making it almost equal to
that of the US. which has capped &y share at

llll\fenddlmdul-thcﬂnal-ntw

22% lor years.
The regular of the UN, d M
i 3.7 billion for 2025 t'muw- um
ute termms, finances the

funds, programmes and specialised agencies.
With President Tramp having been inau-
gurated and heralding a “greater, stronger
nnnt for more exceptional (America)”, hope-
fully, the China chillenge at the UN will light
up a lamp at the White House and eliclt a
response other than cutting back on Its con-
tribution or withdrawing as Is belng done for
the WHO and the Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Change. These moves, though por-
trayed as a strategy lor the onganisation to
Tisten”, resultIn a vacuum in deadersiy
which now stands In the shad-

md salaries of ey UN pmonld and hence
its influence can hasdly be overstated. In fact,
the assessod level Is an indicator of the rele-
vance of (ndividual member-states In the
power game of nations, the UN,

Since Ity lnception nearly 80
years ago, the top contributon o
the UN have beon westorn nations.
This naturally saw them bead the
thinking at the UN, not only
through the pliy that money Ma:

ows, For Indla, of course, u G2-type scenurlo

At the UN ralses mugor concer s about multl

polarity and a certiin overboaring Influence
of China at the UN.

In determining the scale of

assessment, the UN goes by two

. browd eriterda — a country's share of

gobal GDP and a discount for low

r-capita income countries. India

avails the latser's benelit and con-

njeev tributes just about 1% of the UN's

brings but al rough the place- ud et
ment of their people atvarious key  SIngh Purl For yoars, the accepted theory in
places in the UN Secretariat, India, Including by officers lke this

Germany and Japan were “ene-
mies” In 1945 but once they bounced back
o the westerm order by the mid-B80s, they

author, was thit not svalling of the
low per-capita income discount would only
mmn mlnu into coffers where the power

ned the ctrclwlm:g‘e 5. No

L i the aftermath of the collapse of the
USSR, & major atrempt was made 1o make
them permanent members of the Security
Council following the dictum, one who
calls the shots, This “refarm” of the U
was only stalled by the adroftness of Indian
diplomuts, who roped in Brozil and reached
out to the developing work] keaving
and Japan Hethe option but 1o be part of the
G4 on UNSC reform,

The rise of China has now been noted for
yours but Its importance at the global high
Table needs to be now seen as more than the
Security Council veto, It now challenges the
US-led western hegemony and sugigests o
certain G2 in the globad arder no matter that

the UN is headquartered in New York and
there Is still o significant difference in eco-
power between the US
In the US's overall con-
N system through its

nomic wnd stral
and Ciiima, includin
tributions to the

Since lts Inception S0 yenrs ngo, the
topcontributors o have been
Westernnathons,

tobe and S domi-
nated. However, now lndia is the largest
country in the world and the (fth b
economy on its way w becoming the third
hmﬂ one. Our aspirations for a seat on the
g high tables, rightly, mirror these facts
no matter that we luve o long way to go in
becoming a rich country.

Tndin b been at the forefront of reform of
the UNSC with the addition of its permanent
mermbership. Wikle such i reform with veto
seems i tough one, especlally given likely
mnwmm there are possibilities to
be ex) , short of the veto, even for a per-
manent seat through negotiations and .
ing the biggios to realise that having India
Inside the tent was better for them, The for-
mation of the G20 Is a case In paint. The key
10 all this, of course, s to be & country that
assumes responsibility, diplomatic jargon
'\lllllm’rly! This must be for the regular
budget and not voluntary contributions,
which India also makes but which go
towards ureas of direct interest to .

The higher contribution also allows secng
e Induction of our senlor and qualified peo-
ple for policy-level placenernts in the UN, not
Just on thelr own merit but as nomioees of
Indin, o major plus in the UN system. This,
Indecd, is the practice followed by the
players — the US has long held the job of
undersecretary-general for political affairs
and the French, the one for pescckeeplng, In
recent timey, the Chinese have clabmed the
economic and soctl affairs department. Sim-
Harly, the Russians, the UK, the Germans,
and the Japanese all have their people in key
UN slots.

The rise of China as a paymaster of the UN
and our major interest in a place ot the ghobal
high table would aj 10 demmand a rethink
on puying into the UN,

Margeey Staggh Purt 15 a former depity permanent
representanve of da w the UN.
The vews expeensed are pervosal

DONALD TRUMP

\.l

£

China’s DeepSeek should |

wake-up call for our lmlnmlc ?

that we need to be laser-focused -

L
on competing to win. -

Trump 2.0 could still be an
opportunity for Indian tech

ookl Trimyp's sccond form s presh
dentof the -mlmmm.

umwmmmwmm muﬂtlm!tn

L ing narmtive that the vmru
order has m-wum)hmmm-
ton. It may seem more apparent now, but the

it nthe

y been
making In todwy's fragmented wor ld, globaliss-
o haw recuded as nations prioritise shancing
mmmwuuiulmmumd

mmmlrlnm.rulnnm

The stran imperatives of AL Trump
repoaled a 2023 executive order roquiring Al
developens 1o report activities to the com-
merce department, originally simed at miti-
gating Al risks to consumens, workers, and
national security. While the US prioritises

gotul viskn.
tons that hive long been the: lualnm of the
gummm- .-annmhmd

high-tech h $500 billion in Al
Investments by players such as OpenAl,
revoking this oversight measure ralses mis-

Om u-mmmmmcus'mm»
cantly srenghened thelr strategic poe
scrons key sectors, leveraging Ehllullmllh
Quixd. Thie por

e . As i tech-forward nation, we
have an opportunity to discuss both the vist
potential and the unforeseen risks of AL The
ahsence of a unifled approach could create

for in both

mmmwbwdumwmldu
matlon and communication technology, 10
emerging Belds ke Araficial Insell-
pence (AD), cybersecurity, and semil-
conductons, However, toaty ibsed in

countries, needing to navigate varied complh
ance reglmes,
Susaimabiiity and diversity, equly
and inclusion (DY) Technalogy doos
motoperste in olation, and the exter-

o volatile landscape, nations il environment, partioukacly, the cb-
must cralt value propositions for e crisis, poses signi ficant chalien-
mutually beneficinl partmerships. The s The US withdmwal from the Parsy
ldlwmumlthnnm Rajesh A‘:uudnmcrmﬁr:ml:mdn-
ishing _mm a for commted nations such
AlWh urmnM(v s focus a5 Indhia. As enorgy dermands rise with
illegal immigration, the tech sector s vitl

lndnau ing birthright has  any effort.

wsumed & more conorete with hsexecu qually

derson the sane. T " ﬂwwu}mmlmhmﬂm«q

us "

he
e o reside i the US, pursuleg the American
Dream.

Tmmdggration remlns o seasitive topic for
mm-llrynnuu-hmryl—lhluu

ces. Identity, and culture. However, Mlal
htnw mobility nm.udw I

efforts to truly embed equity and Inclusion
within a merit-based framework? Nations are
shiged ot Just by policies but by the colkctive
brasnpower of thelr people. rogress
requires going QUOLIS OF FUsCTVa BSOS
and actively fostering environments that
mz!:uupnlv The tech industry. not just in
In it

™
ch enabling ine 1o contribute,

wnd dent

nlnh-lnn-mmnw.ﬁbduﬂmlm Tl there
dr Just as C i) it thint the US markoet s st

reslionce, ermemphasisesstre- o bellwether stage. Businessos remain optimistic
teghe phanning for the viue chadn s fob d. the dallar and

. Over theyeurs | I d stock
ded thelr locak mhnmm:mmhmm

mmmmunnmlmmmmmam 2 few yearsofs -
laborating with state governments o step up gt th
skilling programmes. While noo-smmigrant mbk\iuﬂu hymM snuuhmh‘
visas like H-IB address critical skill gaps and and fostering collaborasion.
benefit both nations, most tech companies in
Inchia expect only manginal imgact from poten- Reapesh Narndrar (s presicdent, NASSCOM.
thl charges. However, the Trismp admindsine The views expreovsesd are persanad
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Recalibrating US-India ties

India-US relations face a shift as India tackles trade,
immigration, amid Trump's ‘America First” policy

logue to strengthen bilateral relations, the future of US-India ties appears poised

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump engage in dia-

at a critical juncture. Modi's commitment to global peace, prosperity and securi-
ty, paired with Trump'’s vision of ‘America First,’ highlights a partnership that must bal-
ance shared strategic goals with diverging domestic priorities. India and the US have

d a robust C

Global Strategic Partnership over the years, encom-

passing key areas ke defence, technology, energy and counterterrorism. President Trump's
emphasis on India increasing its procurement of American-made security equipment
underscores Washington's aim to deepen defence collaboration. With Modi's planned
visit to the White House and continued diplomatic exchanges, both nations are set to
expand their cooperation in these critical domains. However, this partnership extends

beyond bilateral gains. Modi and Trump's

on global chall

Including

tensions In West Asia and the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, highlight their shared interest in playing piv-
otal roles on the global stage.

Trade remains a contentious issue, with Trump's pro-
tectionist policies, including potential tariff hikes, pos-
ing a challenge to India. The US President’s focus on
achieving a ‘fair bilateral trading relationship’ reflects
his administration's concemns about trade imbalances.
India, on the other hand, seeks to protect its econom-
ic interests while fostering a mutually beneficial part-
nership. Negotiating these trade tensions will require
careful diplomacy, as both nations aim to preserve the
benefits of their economic ties. The potential for

increased investment, innovation and job creation through collaboration in sectors like
renewable energy and space exploration offers a promising path forward. Immigration
has emerged as yet another critical point of discussion. Trump's crackdown on illegal
migrants and emphasis on tighter border controls have direct implications for India, one
of the largest sources of irregular immigration outside Latin America. The US has iden-
tified approximately 18,000 Indian nationals for departation, a figure India has cautious-

ly while ad

ing for a sy

ic verification process. Moreover, visa delays

for Indian nationals have raised concerns, particularly as India is a significant contrib-
utor to the US tech workforce. Balancing Trump's domestic priorities with the need for
a skilled global workforce will be essential to sustaining the mutually beneficial flow of
talent and innovation. The relationship between India and the US is at once ripe with
potential and fraught with challenges. While Trump's ‘Make America Great Again’ agen-
da and Modi's vision for a self-reliant India may occasionally clash, their shared goals
of security, economic growth, and technological advancement offer ample ground for
collaboration. As the world's largest democracies, India and the U.S. have a unique oppor-

tunity to lead by example in addressing global challenges.

Folk artetes Wb part in & procession on the ewe of the unweiling of Bruvanesiwar Dew’ stitun, In Bangalur m

Trump’s America: A

reality check for the Desis il

BHOPINDEH SINGH

In Trump’s transactional world no group, not even the perceived ‘model

minority,” is immune from the fallout of his un

% not Elon Musks early
frustrations with President
Donald Trump handing
over the cruclal project to
build  America’s Al
(Artificial Intelligence) infra
structure to rival Sam Altman-led
‘Stargate, that ought to worry us,
but the fate of fellow Trumpeteer,
Vivek Ramaswamy, that rings
closer home, During the cam
paign trail, the racist Trump was
lnuy mocking minority ethnici
ties and religions, the Indian
American Desis, seemed smug in
assuming that somehow, they
were a cut_above the other
minorities, The purported per
sonal equation between Trump
and the Indian Prime Minister
was bandied as proof of the spe
clal treatment, that awaited India
and Indians,
Names of a few Indian
Americans in the new Trump
administration (especially of
Vivek Ramaswamy in the
Department of Government
Efficiency or DOGE) were show:
cased as proofs of Trump's affec
tion for the workds L:Iu‘l democ
racy. The lazy and simplistic
assumption was that hed be
tough on the likes of China and
Pakistan, hence pro-India,
But the cold reality of dealing with
the unpredictable politics of
Trump hit much eardier than even
anticipated by commentators
who had been warning of
Trump’s ascendancy, despite
many shortcomings of the
Democrats under Joe Biden, For
starters, Chinese President Xi
Jinping got an invite to attend the
swearing-in of President Trump,
but the Indian Prime Minister
didn't
Soon thereafter Trump kept pep
pering his Make- America-Great
Again (MAGA) spiel with threats
of tariff spikes against tradition
al allies like Canada, Denmark,
Mexico etc., (including naminy
India) but recently suggested
that hedd ‘rather not’ impose tar
iffs against China - this after
promising up to 60% tariffs
against hum during the cam
paign! He flipped. Soon there
after, the Indlan- American com
munity was hit the hardest of all
immigrant communities by the
direct implications of the execu
tive order ending birthright citi
zenship,
Chances for many Indians work
ing under H-1B (work), H-4

Simulation-based learning: Transforming

emergency medical training

SAHEAR SWAIKA

By replicating real-world medical emergencies, this innovative training method

bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical expertise

Iimulation refers to the
Slmll.umn of real-world

processes or systems for
training, education, or eval
uation purposes. In emer
gency medical learning, sim
ulation creates realistic sce
narios that replicate medical
emergencies, allowing health
care providers to practice
and refine their skills in a safe,
controlled environment. The
implementation of
Competency-Based Medical
Education (CBME) by the
National Medical Council
(NMC) has shown that sim
wlation significantly enhances
dlinical competence for both
undergraduate and postgrad
uate medical students,
One of the most significant
advantages of simulation i
that it enables learners to

uctice handling critical and

E:uh stakes situations with
out risking patient safety.
This is particularly important
in emergencies, where erron
can have severe conse
quences. By engaging in sim
ulated scenarios, participants
can repeatedly practice emer
gency protocols, improve
technical skills such as intu
bation and defibrillation, and
gain confidence in their abil
ithes.

Simulations replicate the
high-pressure environment
of l\'u\ emergencies, helping
individuals develop the abil
ity to make rapid, informed
decisions under stress, They
also provide a risk-free setting
0 n[:nlll  and correct mis
takes, enabling participants to
learn how to prevent such
errors in real-life situations,
Additionally, exposure to
diverse scenarios prepares
lenrners to adapt to unexpect
ed complications effectively.
Teamwork plays a critical
role in emergency medical
training, and simulation
cmr!mlww the importance of
collaboration and communi
cation, Learners develop skills
in articulating observations,
providing updates, and con

B N

veying instructions clearly,
which arc essential in high
pressure situations.
Simulation allows team
members to define roles,
such as team leader or airway
manager and practice seam
less coordination. Through
repeated practice, team-based
simulations foster trust, cohe
sion, and an umiﬂ\l.lmlqu‘n!
cach member’s strengths
weaknesses and working
styles,

Structured debriefing ses
sions after simulations pro
mote a culture of continuous
learning by encouraging
open discussions about suc
cesses and arcas for improve
ment. These sessions help
build leadership and follow
ership skills, enabling team

leaders to hone their abilities |
while fostering supportive |
and adaptive team dynamics.
The benefits of simulation
extend to faster and more
efficient responses in real
emergencies, reduced stress
and burnout for healthcare
providers and improved
atient care outcomes
Familiarity with high-stakes
scenarios enables teams to act
cohesively and manage stress
more effectively, ensuring
better results in critical situ
ations.
Simulation learning is an
essentlal tool for buildin
individual competence .ms
strengthening medical teams,
In a fiekd where zero-error
tolerance is cruclal, particu
larly in emergency depart
ments, mmﬁnlhm based
learning equips medical stu
dents with both confidence
und competence. The future
of medical education lies in
recognising the importance
of practical skills alongside
theoretical knowledge, mak
ing simulation a cornerstone
of tralning programmes,
(The writer is professor ¢
HOD, Dr. D Y Patil Medical
College, Hospital &
Research Centre, Af"un/-vv.
Pune; views are personal)

{(dependent), L (intra-compa
ny transfer) and F (student) got
jeopardized, as amongst the
largest and fastest-growing
immigrant groups in the US,
With all assumed equations
besetting Washington DC and
Delhi, it seems fait accompli
with little scope for Delhi to
counter-influence a policy
measure, that impacts it, more
than anyone else. Such radical
disruptions were certainly not
the norm in the Biden era.
The supposed leverage of a
voluble Vivek Ramaswamy
with a Trump also seems to
have come a cropper, given the
mystery surrounding Vivek’s
sudden decision to leave
DOGE. Having invested a lot
of personal stake, content, and
pride, in supporting the
Trump ascendancy to power
(clearly prematurely?), Vivek is
at pains to deny that his ouster
has anything to do with him
having defended the immigra
tion position after calling
some, ‘laxy Americans!

To add insult to injury of
being forced into grandstand
mr, a journalist has just
released a video of Viveks
text confirming his departure
from Trump, due to the same.
The ostensible bid for Ohio
Governorship (if true?) is an
afterthought and wasn't the
intention, even a week carlier.
That for a Trump, anyone is
completely dispensable once a
purpose has been served, be it

ITIS A LESSON
THAT VIVEK
RAMASWAMY

OR EVEN

ELON MUSK

WILL WAKE
UPTO,

AS IN THE
INDIFFERENT

AND
TRANSACTIONAL
WORLDVIEW

OF A TRUMP,
TOPICAL RELEVANCE
IS ALL THAT
MATTERS TO THE
AUTHOR OF

THE "ART OF DEAL'

pred

an individual, cause, country,
or even a supportive Indian

American hL- Vivek, seems
true. Anyone can be thrown
under the bus, irrespective of
their ethnicity or personal
chemistry A telling tweet by
Vivek on 26th Dec 2024 cap

tures his nuanced position on
the contentious immigration
Issue (ax wishfully believed by
many [ndian-Americans to
be the first amongst the equals
within minorities, owing to
our unique culture and work
ethics), He had commented,
“The reason top tech compa

nies often hire foreign-born &
first-generation engineers over
“native™ Americans isn't
because of an innate American
1Q deficit (a lazy & wrong
explanation). A key part of it
comes down to the c-word:
culture”

The underlying suggestion is
that Indians do not suffer
from the supposed "Wokeism'
of the Democrats as Indians do
not have “a culture that cele
brates the prom queen over the
math alympiad champ, or the
jock over the valedictorian’,
hence would escape the prying
eyes of a Trump targeting
immigrants. While it is true
that Trump has spoken about
the logic of ‘meritocracy’ in
(‘xlrn:ﬁng citizenship - it Is
equally true that in applying
his rnm\'l of potential misuse,
he hasn't spared or protected
the interests of the Indian

ictable policies

American community which
did tick most of the qualifying
boxes defined by Trump,
The hard truth is that Trump
has no special affinity or even
intention of any preferential
treatment to Indian Americans
or India if his conduct in the
initial few days of his
Presidency s anything to go
by The fixct is, the ane-time star
of the TV series ‘Apprentice’ is
more famous for his heartless
line "You're fired” than for any
historical demonstration of
empathetic  leadership
Ultimately, it is a lesson that
Vivek Ramaswamy or even
Elan Musk will wake up to, as
in the indifferent and transac
tional worldview of a Trump,
topical relevance ks all that mat
ters to the author of the ‘Art of
Deal’ (that too, ghostwritten).
Those eagerly waiting for a
decisive  and  assertive
POTUSA in Trump who
would do wonders for India,
need to brace for some dis
comforting reality check,
Biden had limitations and
undeniable fallings, but he
wasn't a bull in a China shop
or necessarily anti-Indla, ever,
With Trump, you never know,
as Indians or India don't seem
anything special, at least for
now.
(The writer, a military veter
an, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman ¢ Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)

(3011:i1TO THE EDITOR

CHINA TAKES ON AI
Madam

Less than a week after his
swearing-in ceremony, US President

border talks

o)

Trump sald that the private sector
would invest $500 billion in Al technol

oy, making the US the most advanced
country in the world and creating jobs
for millions. Just a week after this state

ment, the US stock market crashed on
Monday, January 27. The reason behind
this was the DeepSeck app launched by
China last week, which became the most
downloaded free app in the US, beating
rivals including ChatGPT. DeepSeck was
reportedly developed at a fraction of the
cost of its competitors, raising questions
about the future of Americas Al domi

nance and the scale of investment
planned by US firms,

Al leader Nvidiak share price sank 17 per
cent, and it lost about §593 billion in
stock market value, according to mar

ket experts, the biggest one-day loss ever
for a company on Wall Street. I was won

dering it Mr. Trump, who has just
iven a 75-day extension to China's app
TikTok, will be able to show his displea

sure with China and announce a 100
percent import duty on it instead of 60
percent, But it doesn't seem that Trump
will be able to deal with China the way
he deals with Mexico and Colombia.
That’s why he has refrained from impos

ing the previously announced 60 percent
import duty. On the contrary, he is advis.

ing his American tech companies that
‘this is a wake-up call for you guys.
Despite limited access to advanced
hmlwarr. DeepSeck’s ability to compete
with American models shows that soft

ware simplicity and data efficiency can
compensate for hardware constrainty,
and underestimating China in any field
can be n cause of embarrassment for any

one

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

CRACKDOWN ON FRAUD CALLS

Madam—The Indian government’s steps
to curb fraudulent international calls are
a significant and commendable effort in

Indla-chlna

he visit to Beijing hKIhc foreign

I secretary, Vikram Misel and a
series of high-level meetings
between the officlals of India and
China meant to bring some normalcy
back to their ties after years of height-
ened tensions, While these hectic par
Jeys demonstrate intent on both sides to

try to build on the momentum from the
border pullback, the recent crises in
their relationship have deepened mutu-

the field of lll’(llll security. The
Department of Telecommunications
has developed an innovative and indige
nous system that identifies and blocks
the misuse of Indian mobile numbers.

al distrust that will not go away with a
few meetings. The past few months have
seen India ralse concerns about a new
Chinese plan to build the world's largest
dam in Tibet on the upstream part of
what India calls the Brahmaputra,
New Delhi fears that the dam could
allow Betjing to weaponise water, either
by denying India adequate water or by
unleashing floods. The Quad grouping,
which met in Washington on the mar-
ins of the swearing-in ceremony of
Jonald Trump, issued a statement that
was more overtly critical of China and
its territorial ambitions in the Indo-
Pacific than has been the norm. No one
expects New Delhi and Beljing to be
best friends, But they do not need to be
enemies either,
N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengalury

realm of digital security.
RK Jain | Barwani

SMRITI MANDHANA WINS ICC AWARD
Madam India’s star batter Smriti
Mandh was dged as the 1CC

The primary aim of this initiative is to
free users from cyber fraud and safe

guard their financial interests.

This new system has achieved the
remarkable feat of reducing fraudulent
international calls by 90 per cent with

in just 24 hours. Additionally, by block

ing more than 20 foreign service
providers, the government has sent a
clear message lﬁ.ﬂ there s no place for
such activities. This effort is not only a
stringent step toward preventing fraud

nu-nlivul also a symbol of securing the
digital lives of Indian citizens. It is u crit

ical move toward realising the vision of
Digital India. The initiative not only
curbs cybercrimes but also enhances the
sense of trust and security among citl

zens. It brings greater transparency to
the telecom sector and helps users feel
safer in their digital activities. This ini

tlative truly marks a new chapter in the

Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year 2024,
the global body announcement,
Mandhana had a memorable outing with
the bat in 2024, She ymashed 747 runs
this year with the help of four centuries
and three fifties in 13 games, She set new
batting standards in ODIs, scoring more
runs than she ever had before in a cal
endar year.She also tested herself with
the ball in hand and ended up taking a
wicket as well, The 28-year-old now has
equalled New Zealand batter Suzie
Bates' record of winning the 1CC
Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year on
multiple occasions. Mandhana won her
1CC Women'’s ODI Cricketer of the Year
award in 2018

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbat
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Authorities must weed out illegal autorickshaws

le upcoming fare hike for kaa-
li-peeli taxis and autos has
evinced a number of reactions
from Mumbaikars. A report in this
paper highlighted the views of peo-
ple on the fare increase and its im-
pact, especially on daily commuters.

The bigger takeaway though was
that several problems needed to be
looked at and addressed through
the fare hike. Bus services at some
high-density spots like near offic-
es and stations have been whittled

down and commuters are hard-
pressed to get buses,

Autorickshaw drivers are charging
passengers arbitrarily. While there is
a fixed rate, people are oblivious and
the share auto syndicate continues to
operate with impunity and hold com-
muters to ransom. Then, in certain
pockets of the city, even non-share
autos charge a fixed, exorbitant fare’
of their own. The leader of a rick-
shaw union himself said that illegal
autorickshaw drivers are charging

T100 for a minimum fare trip. The
point here is that people when they
board, do not know whether this is
some kind of legal or illegal rickshaw.
So, it is up to the traffic authorities
to weed out the illegals and stamp
out vehicles that are not running
on meters. When the leader of the
union himself says this is going on
then, imagine the plight of the com-
mon person and how powerless they
are, Refusals to ply are now becoming
MOore common.

THOUGHT Law is order, and good law is good

order — Aristotle, Greek philosopher

fUR THE D‘M and polymath

The fare hike will also see the fa-
miliar confusion—recalibrating me-
ters, the absence of new fare cards,
drivers making excuses—citing
the changes—and inevitable ar-
guments with clueless or outraged
commuters. The kaali-peelis are
such an integral part of our commut-
ing landscape. Mumbai prides itself
on safety and accessibility because
of its public transport. Let lead-
ers fix these problems with speed
and determination,

How Ahmeda-bad got so good!

What makes Coldplay such a pan-India phenomenon that they

Mayank Shekhar

‘ou might think we're from the

Y UK, but we're actually from Ah-
medabad,” joked Coldplay’s joy-

ous frontman, Chris Martin, towards
the finale of his first concert at Naren-
dra Modi Stadium onJanuary 25, 2024.

Having spoken a bit of Gujarati, Hin-
di earlier, Martin introduced his band-
mates—Jonny Buckland (on guitar),
Guy Berryman (bass), Will Champion
(drums)—as residents of Ahmedabad,
with detailed descriptionsfaddresses
of where in the city they're from!

Anywhere else, the sheer sense
of recognition of those locations
would have local audiences cheer on
madly in unison! [ felt the response
kinda muted.

The reason is, most of Coldplay's
fans at Modi stadium were, in fact, not
Amdavadis, not even Gujaratis,

True for Coldplay in Mumbai too.
Wherein, apparently, only about 30
per cent of the crowd was from Ma-
harashtra; 25 per cent, Mumbai; 15~
17 per cent, Karnataka (chiefly, Ben-
galuru); another 15 to 17 per cent from
NCR (Delhi, Gurugram, Noida),

As Ashish Hemrajani from the
event-organiser and ticketing app,
BookMyShow, put it to CNBC-TVI8's
Shereen Bhan, “The situation in Ah-
medabad was [even] more different.
The ‘transactors’ (ticket-holders) came
from every single state and Union ter-
ritory in India. Only 15 per cent from
Guijarat; 85 per cent, outsiders!”

| see these stats in real-time on In-
dian rail, That is, on my 140 am, spe-
cial Coldplay train, from Ahmedabad
to Bandra (Terminus), in Mumbai—
that’s already had three gigs of the
London band.

The coaches, tattered AC-I11 tier and
chair-cars, seem prehistoric. Food is, of
course, off the table. Aisles are packed,
down to coach-attendants’ berths, No-
body's complaining.

These passengers would've first
arrived at the dry Ahmedabad, at-
tempting to score liquor permits for
pre-gaming at the concert. Which

The views expressed in this column are the individual’s and don't represent those of the paper

history—Ilet alone their own, or India’s?

——

BELIKE
o e R

The British alternative rock band Coldplay at th

. » llf‘ ""”:“ /

e l!l\lfér;

e Narendra Modi Stadium at Motera in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, PIC/INSTAGRAM/COLDPLAY

takes half a day, sometimes, if it ar-
rives at all. Bootleggers are probably
better options.

Chris Martin had to face no such
issue. He's a teetotaler.

I could spot empty whiskey bottles
around the parking lot of ND Mall,
three-four kilometres from Modi
stadium, which is the marathon dis-
tance many would've undertaken be-
fore/after the show.

As with religion, Indians take
entertainment  seriously enough
to struggle/suffer for it. They al-
ways have. | wasn't at Coldplay,
because they were in Ahmedabad.
But because, 1 already was (for a
family function),

That said, do we know anything
from living memory, like the quar-
ter-million nomadic, inter-city back-
packing, Kumbh Mela-like phenome-
non—making Coldplay in India, the
world's largest ticketed concert in
history, in 2025?

How's that? | don't know. Hence,
asking aloud.

It's a band that debuted in 2000,
when millennials were still on Walk-
mans. But Internet had largely ex-
ploded. So did social media, about half
adecade later, and that’s my first guess.

It places Coldplay among the first
retro, top bands, to acquire relevance,
simultaneously between generations,
as they dropped albums—even collab-
orating with Noel Gallagher (Oasis), at
one end, to BTS, at the other,

This happenstance of a continual-
ly refreshed Spotify/YouTube play-
list skipped equally huge classic rock
groups, say, U2, or Roger Waters (Pink
Floyd). I've been to Mumbai concerts
of both. They were largely for the
country of old men/women,

You could see everyone, from kids,
including my 14-year-old nephew, to
geriatrics, although mostly 30-some-
things, fair gender-ratio, for Coldplay
in Ahmedabad. Each with their own
memories, recent or distant. For,
what's music, if not core memory?

It probably helps that soulful song-
writer Martin’s messaging—Ileading
the cheeriest band ever, with great
compositions—is largely on fellow-
ship/fcamaraderie; both real, and cos-
mic. | know it’s generic.

But it’s in the generic that univer-
sal love resides. Getting too specific
gets you on the edge of the debatably
political. Like those rages against the
machine, that we usually identified
with rock bands, back in the day.

just performed the world’s largest ticketed concert, in

Does this enduringly mainstream
legacy then explain how Coldplay, live,
is several times taller than them on the
current/weekly music charts? No.

Coldplay simply know how to put
on the greatest show. Surely, you've
seen their Insta reels, They've been
on ‘Music of the Spheres’ tour since
March 2022,

It feels unreal as you step into the
stadium with over a lakh fans wear-
ing LED wristbands changing colours
with every song, as balloons and
heart/star-shaped confetti envelope
the air, throughout a tight act, where
Martin interacts individually with
some audiences,

He makes you feel special. You
wanna be there. Even if to say, you
were, The FOMO feels right. This vibe
is beyond music.

Besides tourism plus pilgrimage,
I think Indians have lately travelled
between cities, mainly for big-tick-
et cricket. Not a surprise that when
Martin teases Ahmedabad crowds
with an early exit; nobody yells the
usual, “Once more...”

They go, “Coldplaaaay, Coldplaaay..”
Exactly like, “Saachiiin, Saachiiin..”
Narendra Modi is also a cricket sta-
dium. I'm gonna attribute some of
this hitherto-unseen enthusiasm to a
post-pandemic world,

You go to any big city in the world—
having noticed this, from Sao Paulo to
Singapore, London, New York, Mum-
bai—streets on weeknights seem
significantly quieter than they were
before COVID-19. Even fewer people
in theatres for regular movies,

This doesn't mean they prefer be-
ing indoors. It shows they value their
going out more. It has to be some-
thing truly special! Tickets disap-
pear in seconds then. As do tables at
beyond-expensive restaurants/clubs.

Prices, locations/cities don't mat-
ter. That's Coldplay-effect. Tem-
plate's set. We'll witness more,

Mayank Shekhar attempts lo make sense
of mass culture. He tweets

@mayankwl4 Send your feedback to
mailbag@mid-day.com

LETTERS

Favour major firms rather
than dubious contractors
Apropos of ‘Gone in nine months!
Contractor told to fix broken
Aarey road', corruption dominates
our country, leading to poor
infrastructure from dubious
contractors bribing officials.
Tendering must prioritise top
firms such as L&T, ensuring
lasting, high-quality projects
despite higher costs,

S N KABRA

Did BMC inspect the road
before opening it for use?

A newly built road in Aarey Milk
Colony developed cracks within
nine months. Is this the norm?
Were BMC officials inspecting
it during construction or before
opening it to motorists? These
questions need answers.

MELVILLE X D'SOUZA

New auto and taxi fares
will cause arguments

This refers to ‘Fare, unfair or
staple fare?’ The odd fare of
126 and ¥31 for autos and taxis
will lead to arguments making
the one-rupee coin a bone of
contention between the cabbie
and commuter.

ROBERT CASTELLINO

Those concerned must
ensure Bumrah stays fit

This refers to ‘Bumrah is ICC's
best male cricketer for 2024’
Calling Bumrah a national
treasure isn't an exaggeration.
His workload must be carefully
managed to ensure he stays fit
and fresh for crucial upcoming
series.

BAL GOVIND
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HE Congress party in Telan-
na aj 10 be facing siy

rifcant challenges In maintaining
coberence and focus. Internal con-
flicts, public missteps by its lead-
ers, and a lack of clarity in strategy
are contributing to a growing per-
ception of disarray.

By allowing ll»dl' 0 be drawn
into  controversies  surrounding
central schemes and engaging in
excessive Modi-bashing, the Con-
gress risks playing into the BJPs
narrative. It is widely known that
most states rename various wel
fare schemes funded by the Cen-
tre, implementing them under the
names of local leaders. However,
the BIP and Congress have re-
cently dashed over naming cer-
tain schemes after Indira Gandhi
The BJP insists that the govern-
ment cannot remove the photo or

name of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from housing schemes and
free rice schemes. Meanwhile,
Congress leaders, echoing Rahul
Gandhi's rhetoric, argue that the
BIP has not made the sacrifices for
the country that the Congress has,
referencing the latter's role in the
Independence movement,

The BJP alleges that the state
government seeks o project
housing and free rice schemes as
initiatives funded solely from its
revenue, thereby obscuring the
Centré's contributions. While the
BIP aims to attract moderate vot-
ers and economically weaker sec-
tions, the Congress’s strategy of
outright antagonism could alien-
ate these groups.

Excessive eagerness by Congress
leaders to please the high com-
mand in New Delhi risks backfir-

ing, potentially harming the state's
interests. This behaviour creates
confusion among voters, damages
the party’s credibilty, and leaves
it vulnerable to counterattacks by
both the BJP and the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS).

While valid criticism of the
central government is essential,
relentless targeting of the Prime
Minister may conflict with the
approach of Tel Congress

Upcoming local body, GHMC polls a litmus test for Cong in Telangana

tinue 1o focus on Modi-bashing as
their primary strategy against the
BIP, Reddy’s leadership could be
strained. Reports suggest growing
discord among Congress leaders in
Telangana, with many prioritising
their standing with the All-India
Congress Commitice  (AICC)
over cohesive state-level strategies,
Even afier a year in power, several
leaders appear o struggle with

chiel A Revanth R«My As a party
leader, Reddy aligns with the Con-

s political critique of Modi
and the BJP. However, in matters
of governance, he has maintained
cordial relations with the Union
government. This delicate balance
could be undermined by contra-
dictory statements or unruly be-
haviour from Congress leaders
in the state. If party leaders con-

they
oversee, rdledl poov’y on the
party’s admlnlllnn\t capabilities.

The upcomln; Iocal body aml
Greater  H

the party’s rdlevance in the state.

Faibure in these clections could
erode voter confidence, weaken
the morale of party workers, and
exacerbate  internal  divisions.
Such an outcome would further
strengthen the BIP's and BRSs grip
on Telangana's political landscape,
leaving the Congress struggling to
remain relevant,

To address these challenges, the
Congress must reflect on its strat-
cgles, prioritise grassroot organi-
sation, and craft a strong, united
narrative. Without a coherent plan

Corporation  (GHMC) elections
will serve as a litmus test for the
Congress in Telangana. A strong
performance could bolster its po-
sition, while a poor showing would
demoralise the cadre and provide
ammunition for rivals to question

for the up ng polls, the party
risks losing further ground in Tel-
angana. A focus on effective gov-
ernance, disciplined leadership,
and meaningful engagement with
voters is essential for the C

to reclaim its footing in the state’s
political arena.

Changing jobs is worth considering if workplace is toxic

Timoriy Conx Broxatn/
Karmnys Pace
MeLsouRse

ETURNING to work
after a summer break
n be jarring, espe-

cially for the many workers
dissatisfied with their jobs.
Almost half report  high
Jevels of job-related stress.
Dissatisfaction can be tied
to an unhealthy, even toxic
workplice where  negative
behaviour and poor leader
ship harm employee well-
being and productivity. Key
indicators include bullying,
harassment, lack of trust,
poor communication and
high job strain.

The impact of toxic
workplices: If you think
your workplace is toxic, it
is worth considering the
impact it is having on your
mental health, You might
also consider how commit-
ted your organisation is to
supporting its employees’

According to Safe Work
Australia, mental health-
related workers” compensa-
tion daims have increased
by over a third since 2017-
2018, In 2021-2022, there
were 11,700 accepted chims
relating to mental health
conditions. These cases
proved highly costly for
employers, with the median
compensation paid being
AUSD 58,615, The Interna-
tional Standards Organisa-
tion released a global stand-
ard in 2021 1o help manage
psychological health and
safety risks in workpl,

If the workplace is toxic, toxicity can develop gradually
wnu«.mdm-amtum

ing sensitive conversa-
tions with workers about
the impact of mental
illness and making rea-
sonable changes to their
roles. Giving employees
Access 10 support services
through employee assis-
tance programames, whkh
can  offer

thentic selves to work and
speak their minds freely.
This has been linked to
greater employee wellbe-
ing. The SMART model
suggests employces  will
be most satisfied in jobs
that provide stimulation
(for example, solving

short-term  counselling,
can also help. Establish-
ing a critical incident in-

dure for

hﬂmmhnﬂumunpwnm
health, there is gn

A number of countries, in-
cluding Canada and Aus-
tralia, have  introduced
laws and standards making
employers responsible for
preventing and managing
work-related stress. To sup-
port a safe workplace, some
researchers (including one
of the authors) have recom-
mended an integrated, mul-
tidisciplinary approach to

may lead ith such as

cardiovascular disease.

hazards, including slips,
trips and falls, More re-

students and/or parents,
Most empk

events that have compro-
mised employee mental
bealth can help identify
the cause of incidents and

shape responses.
3. Promoting the positive

As well as managing the
negative aspects of work,

cently, attention  has
turned to  psychosocial
hazards. Safe Work Aus-
tralia and Comcare, as
well as state and territory
regulators, keep a list of ployees.

common hazards. These . Responding to employee
mental health issues De-

»~

mmny’ (ml\'hg men-
toring or constructive
feedback), autanomy
(creative freedom), social
relationships (supportive
colleagues) and tolerable
demands (lack of psycho.
social hazards).
Should | stay or should
1 go! Making the deci-
slon to leave a workplace
requires  careful  consid-
eration. In addition to your
own wellbeing, you should
consider  whether  your

phoy make can create
necessary  improvements conditions that promote
including creating fairer yee mental health
workloads, redefining job a dibeing. One ap-
roles and providing more proach for doing this is
support to individual em- to provide flexible work-

rangements, such as
hyind work, which can

mental health and how
comfortable you would l«i
initiating a di

® LETTERS

Disregard of right to life
NDIA has the highest rates of snakebite deaths in the
world. Experts says that a lot more must be done to save
human lives. Since right to life is constitutional right, apex
court now asked centre to do need-ful 1o solve this vital
roblem. Action plan on war footing must be undertaken
Cycmlvnnd states 5o as to ensure availability of anti-Ven-

om vaccine in rural areas also.

B Veerakmmaran Thampi, Pattom,
Thiruvananthapuram

New UGC guidelines disastrous

THE entity of UGC is likely arbitrary and it is losing
hope of people. The new guidelines infringe on the
ﬂg!mo(mylumwuuﬂylnmmlmmmon

Ui 1o paralyse it dards, increase
political Inﬂurme and mlylud o d«llneofUnlveuM
uGe damay and in-

crease the political in mdlhemn Subsequently
Changes may take place in Ph.D admissions excluding SET
examinations and then higher education could remain
onby-dreunfotpoumk “Therefore the new guide-

lines have to be squashed.
Rajesh Indigene, Hyderabad

JPC nod to Waqf Bill is not the end

TllEmmnrrInwhidmwlPCmW:quIlMtdIht
amendments proposed by the ruling NDA members
and rejected those proposed by the opposition members
Ilmmbnu-lkpdbyuberm
NDA is desperately trying to push
Wagf Bill at the earli-est as it wants to get the proposed
amendments adopted in order 1o save more lands belong-
ing to Hindus go under Wagf, because the earlier Waqf Act
was considered draconian by the NDA as there was no re-
course to courts where Wagf laid claim on any particular
phece of land. The passing of amendments 1o the Waqf Bill
by the JPC is not the end. The Bill should be adopted in
the parliament, after due discussions, in both houses, for
the President to sign. With the entire opposition
ve-hemently opposing the amendments proposed by the
ruling NDA, it would be next to impossible for the Bill's

smooth passage.
Govardhana Myneodu, Vijayawada

Wild fires or greed fires?

In the US state of California, from January 1 1o date, there
have been 241 incidents of wildfires, burning 40,000 acres
of land. These fires are spreading at a rate of 30 acres per
minute. Such incidents occur every year, leading to the
depletion of forests, However, the exploitation of nature
by people driven by greed and profit continues unabated.
On one hand, we talk about protecting and conserving the
environment, but on the other hand, incidents like these,
fueled by human greed, are causing permanent damage to
h

mental health, llﬂntmbcr

mental health, Toxicity can

ensure companies respond

include bullying, exces-

develop gradually through  appropriately to  mental sive workloads, low job
subthe patterns of micro-  health risks, control, lack of role clarity
management, exclusion, or What your employer is and exposure to trauma- cal

eroding morale. These dy-
namics create a draining en-
vironment that undermines
individual wellbeing  and
business success. As well as L
affecting employees' men- or
tal health, there is growing
evidence workplace stress
may lead to serious physi-
cal health problems, such as
cardiovascular disease.

doing in the following three
areas can show how com.
mitted they are to protecting
mental heakth.

Preventing, minimising

tives Most work, h
and safety legishition and
standards in  Australia
relates to protecting em-
ployees from  physical

managing the

from

tising events, for example,
witnessing an  accident.
These lists are not exhaus-
tive and there are some
problems unique to spe-
cific jobs. For instance,
teachers are often isolated
their
face big administrative
loads and  sometimes
have to deal with abusive

ployec's

them to

spite efforts to minimise
the impact of psychoso-
some em-
ployees will nonetheless
experience mental health
issues. Employers should
not try to treat an em-
mental
problems, They should
support them and div«l

employees.  This
health

tal health care. wau
can also help by identify-
ing signs of distress, hav-

culture of psyc

offer employees greater
choice in work location
and scheduling. Another
approach involves foster-
ing social connectedness
and inclusion  am

could
involve  team-building,
social events and oppor-
tunities for employees to
build relationships. Lead-

ens can also promote a

safety - where employees
feel able to bring their au-

while changing jobs is a
big step. staying in a toxic
workplace can have serious
long-term consequences for
both mental and physical
health, Consider secking ad-
vice through your employ«
assistance  program o
independent career counnel
lor. Whatever you decide,
prioritising  your  mental
health and wellbeing should
be central 1o your decision
making.

(The Conversation)

50 years on, full promise of Int’l Women s Year stays fulfilled

MARIAN SAWER
SYDNEY

N December 1972, the same
month the Whitlam go

cise during IWY.

A wide range of small grants pro-
moted attitudinal change - “the rev-
olution in our hns‘h - whether in

was first elected, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed
1975 as International Womenss Year
(IWY), This set in train a series of
world- g events, in which
Australla was to play a significant
part. The aim of IWY was to end
discrimination against women and
enable them to participate fully in
economic, social and political life.
Fifty years later, such participation
has become an indicator of develop-
ment and good governance. But the
full promise of Intemational Wom-
en’s year has yet to be fulfilied, ham-
pered by pushback and the scourge
of gender-based violence. Dubbed
“the greatest consclousness-rais|

event in history’, the UNY fint
World Conference on Women took
place in Mexico City in June 1975
Consciousness-raising  had  been
part of the repertoire of women's
liberation. Now & was taken up by

nd

women
churches and unkms. or through
providing help such as Gestetner
machines to the new womens cen-
tres. IWY grants explicitly did not
include the new women's services,
including refuges, women’s health
centres and rape crisis centres. Their
funding was now regarded as an on-
ibility for government,

e m suitable for oncoff
grants, TWY began in Australia with
a televised conversation on New
Years Day between Reid and Gov-
emor-General John Kerr on hopes
and aspirations for the year. On In-
ternational Womens Day (March
8), Prime Minister Gough Whit-
lam’s speech emphasised the need
for attitudinal ¢ = Both men
and women must be made aware of
our habitual patterns of prejudice
which we often do not see as such
but whose existence manifests itself
in our language and our behaviour.

B - L4
bodies. The Mexico City conference
was agenda-setting in many ways.
The  Australian  government
delegation, led by Elzabeth Reid,
helped introduce the woedd of mul-
tilateral diplomacy to the language
of the womenis movement. As Reid
sakd: “We argued that, whenever
the words “racism’, “colonialism”
and “neo-colonlalism” occurred in
documents of the conference, 0 too
should “sexism’, a term that had not
1o that date appeared in United Na-
tions documents or debates” Reid
held the position of women’s ad-
viser to the prime minister. In this
ploneering role, she had been able
1o obtain government commitment
and funding for Australias own na-
tional consciousness-raising exer-

The lian postal service cel-
ebrated the day by rdeasing a stamp
featuring the IWY symbeol, showing
the spirit of women breaking free
of their traditional bonds. At Reid’s
suggestion, [WY materials, includ-
ing the symbol, were printed in the
purple, green and white first adopt-
ed by Emmeine Pankhurst in 1908
and now known as the suffragette
colours.

Policy power: Inside government,
Reid had introduced the idea that
all Cabinet submissions needed to
be analysed for gender impact. Af-
ter the Mexico City conference, this
idea became part of new interna-
tional norms of governance. Follow-
Ing the adoption at the conference of
the World Plan of Action, the idea
that governments needed special-

gender equality was disseminated
around the world. Given the amount
of ground 1o be covered, IWY was
expanded toa UN Decade for Wom-
en (1976-85). By the end of it, 127
countries had established some form
of govemment machinery to ad-
vance the status of women. Each of

ised policy machinery to promote

count, no budgetary decision could
be asumed 10 be gender-neutral,
Governments had emphasised spe-
cal programs for women, a rela
tively small part of annual budgets,
rather than the more substantial im-
pact on women of macro-economic
policy. Standard-setting bodies such
as the OF(J) helped promote gen-

the ive UN world conf

s (Copenhagen 1980, Nairobi 1985,
Beijing 1995) generated new plans
of action and strengthened sys-
tems of reporting by governments.
The Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing was a high point.
Its “platform for action” provided
further impetus for what was now
called “gender mainstreaming”. By
2018, every country recognised by
the UN except North Korea had
established government machinery
for this purpose. The global diffu-
sion of this policy innovation was
unprecedented in its rapidity. At the
same time, Australia took the lead
in another best-practice innova-
tion. In 1984, the Commonwealth
government pioncered what became
known as “gender budgeting”. This
required departments to disaggre-
gate the ways particular budgetary
decisions affected men and women.
As feminist economists pointed out,
when the economic and social di-
vision of labour was taken into ac-

der budgeting as the best way 1o
ensure such decisions did not inad-
vertently increase rather than reduce
gender gaps. By 2022, gender budg:
eting had been taken up around the
world, induding in 61 per cent of
OECD countries. Now that it had
become an international marker of
good governance, Australian gov-
ernments were also reintroducing it
after a period of abeyance.
Momentum builds: In addition
to such policy transfer, new frame-
works were inter-
nationally. Following IWY, the UN
Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) was adopted in
1979, CEDAW became known as
the international bill of rights for
women, and has been ratified by
189 countries. This i more than any
other UN Convention except that
on the rights of the child. All state
parties to CEDAW were required
to submit periodic reports to the
UN on its implementation, Non-

government organisations were en-
couraged to provide shadow reports
to inform lhqualbningo‘ govern-
ment representatives. This oversight
and dialogue rlating to gender
equality became part of the norm-
building work of the UN., However,
this very success at international
and regional levels helped fud “anti-
gender movements” that gathered
strength after 1995. No more world
conferences on women were hdd,
for fear there would be dippage from
the standards achieved in Beijing. In
Australia, the leveraging of interna-
tional standards to

equality has been mated in defer-
ence to populist politics. It became
ommon to present the business
case rather than the sodal justice
case for gender-equality polky even
the cost to the economy of

based violence (estimated by LPMG
to be $26 billion in 2015-16).

The battle continues: Fifty years
after IWY, Australia is making up
some lost ground in areas such as
paid parental leave, work value in
the care economy, and recognition
of the ways economic policy affects
women differently from men. How-
ever, all of this remains precarious,
with issues of gender equality too
readily rejected as part of a “woke
agendd”. The world has become a dif-
ferent place from when the Austral-
lan government deegation set out
to introduce the UN to the concept
of sexism. In Western democracies,
women have su into male do-
mains such as parliaments. Australia
now has an almost equal number of
women and men in its Cabinet (11
out of 23 members). But along with
very different expectations has come
the resentment 100 often being mo-
bilised by the kind of populist poli-
tics we will likely see mare of in this

year,
(The Conversation)

Dr Jitesh Mori, Kutch,-Gujarat

Nature is all powerful

IMELY article by Vanam Jwala Narasimha Rao equat-
the Los Angeles catastrophic fire accident to the
wild fire in Mahabharatam “LA fires akin to ‘Khandava
Dahana’ (Hans 28-01-25). LA fire Is accidental while
Khandava Dahana is intentional. Arjuna was requested by
Agnideva to burn the forest as mounds of ghee was poured
by Rishis dt performance of in this arca. LA
fire left many a and incurred of crores of rupees
loss. LA is the land filled with Hollywood artistes. A terrific
fight was witnessed between two natural Panchabhuta ele-
ments Agni and Varuna. Agni flared up 1o new heights and
could not be controlled despite spraying of water by Fire
Department, but finally the inferno was exti after
Vuuapwmomnlh mrlnlhefwmofnm from the
of science a hnology cannot rise
theIwelolpwvrMndmwhidn is embedded with
Panchabhutas.

N Ramalakshmi, Secunderabad

Lack method to address fiscal erisis

Tmmmmu«mmm;huﬁ.
ations in budgets across states, with Odish. du
and Punjab trailing. Given
particular in states such as Punjab and West Bengal, what
a specific should be implemented to make sure for
a long time fiscal health? How can states strike a deal be-
tween the need for social assistance and the desire for fis-
cal fusion? A thorough method is required to solve these

crucial issues.
Anshu Bharti, Begusarai, Bibar
thehansreader@gmail.com

@ BENGALURU ONLINE

Police directed to file chargesheet within
60 days in cases of atrocities

BENGALURU: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Tuesday
directed the police to file charge sheet within 60 days in cas-
s of atrocities. He was the State-Level Aware-
ness and Monitoring Committee meeting in the conference
hall of Vidhana Soudha in Ben, “In cases of atroci-
tics, a charge sheet must be within 60 days. If anyone
obtains a stay order from the court, it should be discussed
with the Advocate General to have the stay order vacated,”
said the Chief Minister.

He said, “The conviction rate in caste-based atrocity
cases has not exceeded 3 per cent for several decades. Cit-
ing this as a reason, | have empowered DCRE cells with
police station authority. Still, how can the conviction rate
not increase?” The Chief Minister further instructed offi-
clals to focus on the quality of investigations in these cases.
Exmﬂnms dissatisfaction, Congress MLC Sudham Das
quest during the meeting why the conviction rate in
whereas the conviction rate

debt-to-GDP ratios, in

atrocity cases remained low,

in counter-cases was higher. He also pointed out that ap-
proval has been granted for only three special courts, while
approval for 24 more special courts was still pending. He
drew the Chief Minister’s attention to this issue.
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Consensus
missing on
Waqf board

TM report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on the draft law to regulate w.qlpmpmm. after
consddering 572
example of how parllamentary mmlum can some-
times full short of their intended purpose, Instead of de-
livering meaningful reforms through consensus, the
committee churned out decisions shaped purely by par-
tisan alleglances. Wag(, an integral part of Islamic jurls-
prudence, allows Muslims to donate or bequeath
perty for philanthropie purposes ke setting up hos-
pitals, educational institutions, and hostels for the
underprivileged, These properties are meant to serve
a8 perpetual public Immune to commercial ex-
ploltation, Howwcr the curs rent system of Wagf man-
Nt ha critielsm, from
within the Muslim community, for ineffickencies, cor-
ruption, and underutilisation of properties,
Given this context, the government’s push to stream-
line Wagl administration coubd have been a step for-

ward. But skeptictsm

perd:u. pnnmd::"l.): Without
among

who fear that the | meaningful
amendments are o | dialogue and
covert attempt  to

usurp Wagf proper- | cOnsensus,

thes, Such fears are
fuelled by  wide-
spread misinforma-

legislative
changes risk

tlon abouttheboards | heing seen as
;blllty o uhlmrll¥
chaim la exercisesin
claims  often de- political
bunked by examples
like the continued mmumng
ownership of Indlas | pather than
most expensive resl-
dential property In | genuine concern.
Mumbal.

The JPC, chalred by

Pal, d of 20 with 16 from

the BIP and its allles and 10 from the Congress and
other opposition parties. Pals admission that none of

Ikunav&Bmywhu!

~ SAYANTAN GHOSH

& Indla ap-
proaches
another  elec
ral milestone,

the once-promising INDIA Bloc,
formed to counter the BIPs politl-
cal dominance, appears to be unm-
velling, What began as a strategic
coalition of opposition parties dur-
Ing the 2024 general elections has
now devolved Into a fragmented
grouping, riddled with internal
contradictions and clashing ambl-
tions. The upcoming Delhi Assem-
bly elections could mnm bea
pivotal moment for this coalition,
posing existential questions about
Its future.

The INDIA Bloe, which initially
brought together diverse political
entitles under a shared banner,
now finds fself split into two dis-
tnct factlons. On one side Is the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), led by
Arvind Kegriwal, and on the other
Is the Congress, a former ally in the
2024 Lok Sabha clections, This
divislon has come to the

Mumbs, Wednasdiny, Janury 29. 2026

Delhi elections: for the INDIA
Bloc, it’s a question of survival

INDIA Bloc's survival hinges on its ability to adapt to evolving political

realities. This requires addressing internal conflicts

Kejriwal, equating him with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi — a sharp
departure from the Congress's ear-

ller reluctance to target AAP di- |

rectly, This public confrontation
reflects the growlng mistrust and
hostiliey within the opposition
ranks, eroding the Blocs cohesion.

Delhi is not the only place where
the INDIA Bloc i fracturing,

Across the coumm lmglnml |
o

parties have grown lusloned
with the Congresss percelved
hlnh-hmdcdmn. Desplte its im-

politics, the Blocks unity will remain
tenuous at best.

The Delhi Assembly elections
hold particular significance as a
barometer for the INDIA Blocs fu-
ture. Beyond the diate battle

remalns unrealised due to the ab-
sence of & clear leadership frame-
work. Without a central or
coherent strategy to gulde the Bloc,
s efforts to counter the BIPy

between the AAP, Congress, and
the BIP, the election results will re-
veal whether the opposition al-
Hance can overcome s Internal
contradictions and present a uni-
fled strategy In the face of mount-
ing challenges. Should AAP

victorious, it would ey

r wrmance (n the 2024 | cement its position as a leading
ok 5 elections, Congress has | force  within  the  opposition,
to maintain harmony | further Isolating the Congress,

wnh Its allles, par 1y In states | Ce I Congress manage
like Haryana and Maharashtro. cut into AAFS voter base, tenslons
The AAP, mHnrynm. attempted | within the Bloe could escalate,
lomswnunlled prompting AAP to der Ity
but G h par In the wiliance. Such a

scenario could lead to the Blocs

appear and
Ineffective

The INDIA Bloc's survival hinges
on s ability to adapt to evolvl
political realities, This requires 3‘
dressing Internal confliets and
presenting & compelling narrative
that resonates with voters. Issues
such as economic inequality,
Justice, and democratic govern-
ance must take center stage In the
Bloc's agenda. Additionally, it must
counter the BIPs narrative of na-
tonallsm and development, which
has been pivotal in shaping public

opinion,

To achieve this, the Blocs leaders
must prioritise dinlogue, compro-
mise. and action. The

hindered this cﬂm Similarly, In
Maharashtra, the Congress's rigld |

stance on seat-sharing within the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alien-
-lcd Its partners resulting in a

as the two factions face off in the
Delhi edections, thelr direct contest
underscoring the fragile nature of
the alliance.

The AAP has garnered support
from prominent nil "
such :’l the I‘rtmm o
(TMC), the Samajwadi Plrly. and
Sharad Pawar's NCP faction, result-
Ing In the C W fiscing Increas-
Ing lsolation. growing fssures
were starkly highlighted when
Rahul Gandhl openly criticised

Fuzzy Logic

the 14 accepted n::ndlmnn :l;( wchm by the

Opposition speaks volumes about the partisan nature

of the Had the bers sne ROMIT CHANDAVARKAR

paged in debate and d a splreit of

ﬂw nndulw the report emnld have recommended bal- ‘sharashtra’s
to all stakeholders, In- Deputy Chiel

llnd the strict political vou Ing pattern highlights a Mindster, Ajit

troubling question: What s the point of referring draft awar, who

laws to committees If thelr functioning mirrors the ad- handles the finance portfollo, now

versarial atmosphere of the legislative Noor? has the unenviable task of prepar-

One notable recommendation of the JPC was the ap-
potntment of a sentor officlal above the rank of district
muglstrate to adjudicate property disputes lnwam

Wagf boards and the government, While this ¢
hﬂm greater accountability, It s not nearly enough to

ng, Wal man-
agement. Rc"mmng Wagf laws Is not In'mvml)' prob-
lematse, but the process must be transparent, lnchulw.

Ing the state’s annual budget for the
next financial year and hay glven
Indications this week that he will
have to take many tough and un-

leasant declsions, This means the

udget will obviously have new
and additional taxes on commod-
Ithes, services and products of varl-

and driven by public Interest. Without
logue and cansensus, legislative changes risk being seen
a8 exercises In politieal manoeuvring rather than genu-
Ine governance reforms. All ks not lost, however, as the
government can still make necessary changes before
presenting the Bill in Parllament,

Tigers, tribals
and troubles

1:!&' recent death of & tigress at Puncharakolll in

Wayanad district, following the gruesome killing of
a tribal woman, brings both relief and deeper con-
cerns. While forest officials ruled out human inter-
vention In the tigress” death, its demise after » week
of public panic has raised urgent questions about
human-wildlife conflict in Kerala's shrinking forests,
This unfortunate eplsode exemplifies the precarious
balance between conservation and community
safety. As Jim Corbett famously observed, tigers do
not naturally target humans, resorting to such be-
haviour only when old age. Injury, or loss of prey
compels them 1o do

s, The necropsy re- | A sustainable
port conflrmed that solution

this tigress was In-

deed the one thatat. | 7'€qUires more
tacked the woman, | than reactive
likely driven w des- | measures like
peration by terr- cullin

torlal disputes or

food scarcity. Ke- | permissions.

ralay wildlife offi-
cluls are corvect in asserting that the tigress was not
pm ol lhc official tlucr pupulnllnn. a claim that

ous The state’s budget
stze Iy In the nnm Ra7 Lakh
crores, and it has running In
deficit year after year as the rev-
enues are Just unable to match the
expenses. This poses many finan-
clal challenges for Maharashtra,
and it Is clear that the burden is
mainly because of the challenges of
urbanisation and agrarian fallure.
The main challenge of urbanisa-
tlon s that of forced migration,
puing a huge burden on the
SUe’s economy,

Mnhlruhum last budget, pres-
ented In an election year, was very
speclal for the state because the

that
weakened the coalition. Such in-
stances of inflexibility have frus-
trated reglonal parties, which are
Increasingly wary of aligning with
2 Congress that appears unwilling
to sccommaoxdate thelr Interests.
1F' the Congress hopes to maln-
tain its Jeadership role within the
INDIA Blog, It must recalibrate its
strutegy to prioritise collaboration
and mutual respect. Without
willingness to share power and
adape to the realities of reglonal

wit!
parties pnnrlll-lna thelr reglonal
Interests over collective goals.

One of the INDIA Bloc‘l funda-
mental weaknesses |8 its lack of a
cohestve leadership structure, In-
Iefally, the alllance’s decentralised
approach  allowed  state-level
leaders o make decisions based on
reglonal  dynamics. While this
model almed o secommaodate the
diverse Interests of its members, It
has resulted in a fragmented strat-
gy and an inability to present a
unified vision.

Ci nnmu Iudcr Sachin Pilot has
called for a

focus should be on bullding trust
among les members and crafting a
vislon that transcends Indi-
vidual ambitlons. Only then can
the alllance hope o present a
eredible alternative to the BIP,
The INDIA Bloc’s are
not merely a matter of political
strutegy but lso o test of demo-
cratie Inlq“ . The alliance was
formed wit stuted goal of up-
hnlﬁlm the rrmcipl« of democ-
uralism, offering a
nmnmhhm:c o what It views as
the BIPs nurhnfmmn m\denclu

rr o
challenge lhc BIP, but this vision

Its would
weiken the nppmllmn and under-

mine the democrati process, leav-
Ing voters with fewer alternatives
and a less vibrant political land-

scape.

The INDIA Bloc finds itself ot a
cructal juncture as the Delhl elec-
tions draw near, The leaders of the
INDIA Bloc must acknowledge that
unity and cooperation are not only
eswentlal for electoral success but
also fundamental to the well-bedn,
of India’s democracy. The alllance’s
future depends on its ability to re-
solve Internal contradictions and
work toward a common goal.

For the Congress, this means
shedding Its high-handed ap-
proach and embracing a more In-
clusive leadership style.  For
reglonal parties, it requires balanc-
Ing state-level priorities with the
broader ve of opposing the
BIP. And for AAP. It Involves find-
Ing a way to coexist with the Con-
ress, desplte their differences.

The Delhi Assembly elections
will ultimately test the viability of
the INDIA Bloe, Whether the al-
ltance can navigate its Internal
challenges and emerge
will determine not only its elece
toral prospects but also the future
trajectory of Indias opposition
politics. The stakes are sgnificant,
not only for the Bloc but also for
the nation’s democratic fabric.

The suthar, & columist and resnarch
seholor, teachs journalam s St X
vier's Colloge (autoromous), Kokata
Ms hancio an X is @ sayantan_gh.

Agrarian crisis, forced migration
may burden Maharashtra

As the state finance minister prepares for Maharashtra's annual
budget, more taxes look inevitable in the next financial year

ruling side not only faced the clec-
tion of 48 Lok Sabha seats but also
the state assembly In & state having
India’s largest legislatures. No
wnndef the hu%ﬂ last year was

Tull of freetvies and giveaways, sich
as the Direct Beneflt Transfer
scheme for womenfrom the mm-
omically deprived classes,
Mukhysmantrt Ladki Bahin Vujum
put & burden of Rs 45 thousand
crore on the state budget. Bov
ernment also announced a BO%
discount for women travelling in

this additional expenditure from

he state's X rashira
State Road Transport C ton,
popularty known as the ST bus ser-

vice, announced a 18% hike In
travel tickets last week, giving an
Indication of things to come In the
state budget. It Is time, 1o face the
hard economic reality and brace
!ornewmulhmmmuhllmy

ose, Bringing In yet another

-l inflationary trend,

Two main reasons according to

many government insiders for this

state transport buses The finance | economic crisls are very clear but
minister also d a dis- Flrst, s the rlan
count scheme for farmers using | crisis which continues to af lth:

clectric water pumps of low con-
sumption and some for
students of 4 particular category,
taking the overall burden to
beyond Hs 84 th d crores!

state despite a ressonably goc

monsoon last year; and mund. Il
the constant influx of migration
Into Maharashtra, creating huge

lections are now over. Many
observers feel that the desired ef-
fects of the Direct Benefit Transfer
DBT) schemes for women and
farmers yielded the results and
{uvc Mahayutl a thumping major-
ty In the stute assembly. But now it
I8 time to face the hard realit nl
meeting the challenges pos

Dear reader, We are sager to know your
Using snall mail? Send your letters to The

of urb and put-

nng stress on the state’s economy.
Just lase week, the farmers in
Maharashtra experienced a glut In
the tomato market. Maharashtra s
Indla’ largest tomato producer,
and it supplies the commodity ©
the entire north of Indla and east-
ern parts of the country. The
wholesale prices of tomatoes fell o

of forest boundaries -nd animal tracking.

The Increasing encroachment of humans into forest
lands, coupled with lax conservation measures, fuels
these conflicts. Over the lust decade alone, wild animals
have killed 81 people n this area, with eight victims fall-
Ingg to tigers, While conservationists like Maneka Gan-
dhl may protest from distant Delhi, dismissing the
concerns of frightened villagery, It Is those living on the
Torest fringes who endure the terrifying reality of man-
caters prowling thelr backyards, Thelr fears are not mis-
placed but stem from years of unaddressed dangers A
sustainable solutlon requires more than reactive
measures like culling permissions or protests. Stake-
holders, including the government, forest officlals, en-
vironmentallsts, and local  communities  must
collaborate to ensure that both people and wildlife can
coexist. Protecting wild animals while ex) m‘ndlng sale
habstats for them is the only path forw, more tra-
gedies remind us of the price of neglect.

lons, comments and suggestions. Write to lettes
ree Prons Journal, Free Press House, 216 Free Press

Ra. 5 per kilo in the Narayn from both sides of the divide com-
market In Western Mal tra, | peting either for )ulcy portfolios or
India’s largest tomato wholesal for

centre. A similar trend was seen | of lurge districts. But nobody
among sugarcane farmers of south | seems to be talking about the prob-

Maharashtra  last  year. Many
farmers have openly d

lems that are now threatening the
le welfare of Maharashy

that agriculture is Just not sustain-
able for them In the current price
structure.  The  situation  has
brought In a recesslonary trend In
the rlam sector.

While the rural farm sector

The state |s now spending chose to
0% of fts revenue on government
salaries and penstons, leaving very
little funds for developmental
work, Rural Irrigation schemes,
construction of new roads in rural

faces these challenges, urban Ma- | arcas und other similar projects
harashtra is aruu ing wm\ n dll- are ncmn; hampered, The con-
ferent problem. M hus been
accounts for the largest mlglllon virtually pnvnllwd and cltizens
According to recent figures, there | have to pay tolls for the wse of those

are now close to 60 lakh migrant
workers living In the state, No
other state has such a large
number of migrants. Lack of jobs
In vartous parts of the country is
the reason behind people moving
1o Maharashirs leading to rising
loyment here.

Unfortunately, none of the large
E:lmul parties or leaders seem 1o

addressing these problems, Last
week, there was i lot of debate In
the media sbout political parties

highways; health care has been
largely privatised, and so has edu-
cation. state political leader-
ship made tall promises ahead of
the election seaon last year, meet-
Ing most of those ks going to be
harder and harder In the coming
months and years!

Rohit Chandivarkar b & senior Journalist
Wha has workad far 31 yaars with warious
loading rewspaper brands and telavislon
chanrets in Mumbas and Pure.

pj.coin with the title of the letter in the subject line,
rg, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021

b I otor of the Year 2024, these modes of transport
party and aconomic growth d 747 lo for many
Special attention should be  runs this year with the help  people. The government
Prosk d g glven to b the of four centuries and three  should Improve public
once they assume office, manufacturing sector fifties in 13 games. She has  transport, like BEST bus
should bove party through now Suzie Bates'  services and local train
politics. President pro-  thereby generating em- record of winning the ICC  commutes, so that people
moting ONOE and glorify-  ployment opportunities. Women's ODI Cricketer of  use them as alternatives to
Ing the changes made in Chitransha Sharma, the Year on multiple occa-  taxis and autos wherever
the criminal laws makes it wions. Earlier, she had won  posaible. Most taxis and
cloar that party affinity rategloc move or  the ICC Women's ODI autos run on CNG, which is
continues to dominate the nm.l turmoll?  Cricketer of the Year cheaper than other fuel,
mind, Even if the ruling us Ident Donald award in 2018, and fare hikes are unwar-
dispensation commits any-  Trump's 10 re- y y S ranted
thing wrong, it is for the locate Palestinian refugees Mumbal S.N. Kabra, Mumbal
President to correct the from Gaza and his decision
same. Even before the 10 lift restrictions on 2,000-
concerned parliament pound bomb sales to lsrael
lucdes dis-  reflect his unapologetically  There are simple ways to Fortunately, the Maharaja
cunsion and presents its pro-larael forewgn policy. keep humour at the heart was not bought by Infosys This shows that political
report, such a message While his actions align with  of your marriage and dally  or LAT. Imagine the flying Alr pollwon a constant partios often follow voter
from the President may his "America First" ap- life. Light-hearted teasing  crew working for 70-90 (Ko wing threattothe  preferences or maedia
play an Influencing role, proach, priositising alties’ or sllly moments can keep  hours! With most of the health and well-being of covernge, focusing on ls-
which ks not Proper. immaediate ncumy l\..dl. the relationship exciting time being spent midair, Delhi's residents, has sues that are already In the
AG. h they risk ten-  and fresh, Reminisce the crew would then have reached alarming levels, public discourse, rather
Anantapur  sions In the Middie Enl about amusing mishaps or  showered their love on the Yo, despite its gr thy 9 ging
Proposing the displace- moments that made you family only with a notional sequences, it was strik- or long-standing problems
Budget 2025 ment of Palestinians laugh together. Don't take  flying kiss, People hoping Ingly absent from most of ke alr quality.
The budget 2025 shoukd undermines thalr historical  averything too serlously. to land a job In aviation the election manifestos. Sanjay Chopra, Mohall
focus on Inclusive growth tles to Gaza and could Being able to laugh atyour  need to keep such ocoupa-
and sustainable devel- despen regional instability.  own mistakes shows hu- tional hazards In mind be-
opmaent. d alloca- G J. Mylapore  mility and resilience. for Ing. bribes, Uttimately, the request the Election Com-
tions for healthcare and MR i AP Thi di, Thirunagar  voters will suffer If they fall  mission to ban parties in-
oducation are essential to  Mandana makes prey to such freeble gim-  dulging in freebies. The
strengthen public welfare.  history Unwarranted hike  Ban freebies micks. Also, It is und dicl iting votes
Investmants in renewable India’'s Smriti Mandhana Steep hike in taxl, suto fare  Freebles are immoral, in- cratic to purchase votes by for freebles must be de-
wnergy and green infra- has been adjudged the WS unwarranted, vidious and Insidious. They  offering something as barred from contesting.
structure will ensure envi-  1ICC Woman's DI Crick- base fare hike will make are tantamount to open quid pro quo . Therefore, | Lakshman Sundar, Vashi
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Bailing out RINL

Besides political-economy compulsions, this
also reflects changed approach to the Pword

UDG(T!M 1S likely to reflect a nudlly lowering of ambition on
big- “th ihn were

Budget et 2022 Laftal y
Ispat Nlpmud(leJ— astate g the
7.3 million tonnes perannum steel mlnvlng emnpllﬂnme National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) regime's waning appetite for the Pword. In Jan-
uary zozn he cabi affairsapproved its privati-
four later, it has cleareda €11,440-cr I package. The
gowmma\l hn aho deddmi to put on hold prlvauuuon of nine state-

HE UNION BUDGET for
202425 proposed an Eco-
nomic Policy Framework to
drive India's economic
agenda, For this framework
to deliver tangible outcomes within
India’s unique context, it must rest on six

o

WWW.FINANC
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Perplexity Al CEO Aravind Srinivas

There's a lot of misconception that China “just
cloned” the outputs of Openai, This is far from

true and reflects incomplete understanding of
h how these models are trained in the first place

©® DRIVING ECONOMY
THE ECONOMIC POLICY FRAMEWORK PROPOSED IN FY25 BUDGET MUST REST ON FOUNDATIONAL PILLARS

A path to tangible outcomes

MS SAHOO

one stone” when the birds are flying in
opposite directions,

Institutions matter: The 2024
Nobel laureates In economic sclences
(Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and
James Robinson) argue that the differ-
ences in prosperity among nations stem

foundational Oelhi-based logel practitioner from differences in institutions. The
ses.Alofthisls in sharp contrast to Budget 2022 when itannounced asweep- Care hwtr:ta value of money: The effectiveness of economie policies Is
I"E agenda on privatisation which included Air India, BPCL, Shipping 'nm-wolk ets life through economic directly tied to the strength of the Instl-
lon of India, C Cor of India, IDBI Bank, BEML, themassign distinctrolesto  growaccustomed to away of life,no mat- ment with theirinterests, tuthons that host them. Without robust,

hwan Hans,Neclachal Ispat Nigam Ld, |, besides two public sectorbanks and Whmmmmﬂl’“""?‘“‘ﬂ Typ- | terhow flawed, and y resist | ! i il
barring AirIndiaand Neelachal Ispat mny,mvy impose m.\nd\:ﬁmry timelines  change. Every chb:ga Inevitably creates | of l:PF mr:dmad llt- upa;lry lmm, ::ralmolkhn may fail to deliver thelr

hes, often and losers W | analyse,al just to the evolving noeds | Intended outcomes,

Nlpm Ltdwhich went w !he'hu WP ‘“d the recent ub uﬂ«m Scoap uqueneu for d-lnyn However,the same  from the old order may resist change, | of the economy. This evidence based Consider, for nstance, a law that alms
g e ko r rlgnut Is uuiy appllcd to auth, often with ideological support, This has henables poll d to prevent the abuse of adumhum poul

arein ‘l‘“F“" the govern- forauthort- | led toroliback,stalling, stand the trade-offs of their d llnn This presupp f

ment's stated thatit has not b The U- turn thes, are pntrll!y directory,with nocon-  ponement of several economic laws, A | build and iden f ap-
un RlNl. nﬂeﬂl pdl"" 1 e Delays in notable recent example was the with- tify or areas req abhof g market and
oional allies inAndh; Pruiﬂhandllirur RINListhe approving Issuing licences,  drawal Whil Ex-ante and ex-post assess-  abuse. However, If these institutions are

0 ing the withdrawal, the Prime Minister ments are cruclal, as they allow policy- weak or absent, the objective will be un

ﬂm shore-based lnuumed producer of steel based in Andhra whose chief

candudl‘;qz enforcement actlons, under-

Narendra Modi sald: “Our makers  to It is therefc
minister is more interested in its revival than privatisation. So, too, do thou- mine theeconomicvaie st staln mimant ht In the It
X 3 broug| impacts and make neces ress institutional fortify existin,
sands of workers of the steel plant. While RINL's package provides a fresh To address this, decisions such as mhm with good Inten- For any d ary lons afterthe | ones,and adapt ‘MPP;; f‘(’hmrvol .
laneol life— mﬂcﬂh\glh« Centre's“holistic"approach towards public cap- approvals, licences, and appointments | tions... Butwehavenot been or any deep law s enacted. Ing needs of the economy, A strategic
ital i .‘,hyw{arwll] It go to revive the belea- must adhere to strict timelines, with  able to explain (thelr bene- reform to succeed, Evidence-based « | approach could prioritise the develop-
guered stoel mahﬂoﬂ. itm ly p for dnm«l Is if the ﬂn) o vorme farmers” it must be carefully  making requires: (a) avall ment
inthe future? ) hority falls A h acrucal abilityof relevant,accurate, | using sclentifie metrics to monitor their
1 real. tadi lelsthe tothe In-wu. reforms comprehensive, md timely health, and Initlate corrective actions at
WI:l.lﬂheplduprlllhle.lp’KI"NLr.‘, Y ot brur e iy < Act, 2002, whi Is just as vital as reforms data for he carliest signs of
Y Y P N llom are deemed approved If the themselves, For any deep making; (b) avallability of execution gaps: While the
uary and three blast furnaces in August, it does not address the important 21days fo d be robust Indices and metrics | legislature enacts laws to address eco-
reasons why it Is in such a bad shape financlally. RINL's travails include the aof r«vlvlng a notice. Economic laws  carefully designed, effec to measure and monitor | nomic challenges, the responsibility for
lack of a captive mine for iron ore and ooul ical markets,and a llquldny must " every xnv y and the efficlency of resource ngU ¢
problem. Financlal viability is not possit it Ity ofan gt el <]l e o s :u:‘:' by of | e lary (including reg
market prices which are 10 times costlier than from captive wumwhlle i » .
wnhln Ydlyl of comyp of Investi- d tional impacts, () technical | not always align with the leglslature’s
the govemmlml h" bnck!rld:ed 6a "“" Pwo‘rd RINL'.‘:’:“‘:‘M' will m,]t Zdaysof | Th p i to design the lega expertise with state agencles to use ad urgency or Intent, resulting in execution
© a s dll {of h X P
be t ge it with lhu tat | Steel Authority of India Ltd which has w!lhrodaylof fillng,with conw :aT;“ In 2014, th ulatory impact assessments and public E‘nm,mlb.uol 2025, tisavallable only
captive sources of raw materials to help RINL lower unll costs of steel pro- ces for the fallure, advised all ministries to conduct public  consultation indices; and (d) a culture of P ithes,
ductionand achievabaktatcectty ikRimdon, which tit 634 last year. forml:?:v:;;ubllc .nwan:A |I: dl; tion. The C "“:"“"8 i . that polic :H.M public erestand ¢ pﬂ;u- o;un k ‘ ;m";
umm l.l P";;d'n': fN::‘h: :‘hm HPCL :’&Tﬁz;’r&mhﬂ charging theirdutles, y public before theregulator  are nuponuw to feedback, longer than prescribed, primarily due to
. eatity,Oll & ral Gas Corporation, in : el ith dell I makes any regulations, It should be Sole An law hin the state,
taken over by the state-owned Power Finance Corporation in FY19, Once timelines should be viewed as an | mandatory for every economic law to | should focus on a single, clear objective. lfhﬁlg this gap requires a seamless
RINL becomes vl&hla. MOre resources can bo devoted to modcmtnuon by obstruction to business and subject to dergo publi Thisp The' Rule,namedafterthefirst  alignment of vision and action across the
penalties. A shift from open-ended, dis- should Include an Impact assessment,  Nobel laureate in economic sclences, ¥ executive, Struc-
it pmduculongprodum likewire rods, billets, rebars, and mundl.RINl.drf o y I hl:h‘ b; Y g the likely impact of the pro ymphasises that each paticy = progr ldbelntroduced D
initely can bean integral part of the NDA's $1.4-trillion infy h e provi- | P e tobjective. | bring plosp
lorgzwﬂhwlﬂch I:?igirthnel intensive in nature, vv-' slon for Wilinstila i Oucsthe naw law. Ragular
wenseof the time value of y I3 lawl d I witha nlngje Innmlmm often munl In such as blennlal reviews of every econo-
the authorities. asarefe by,and ofth mic law, could foster collaboration, add-
Win hearts and minds: Peopleoften — ensuring a sense of ownershipand align- - akin to*killing more than one bird wllh ress concerns, and Improve execution.

Nvidia stock crash solves
a Wall Street puzzle

DEEPSEEK, A CHINESE artificial Imrlngmc! lun t-up, has developed a model that
thot in the US. It might even help
answer long: without belng asked,

bovmanyyumno called quimylm:hln the US, whlch mcmmhl}y shares of

mmlLTthSCI USAQuallty Index has returned anenviable 1 S%aynudna 20 l L 9

-'uul JAlphal

M\pmmne?uvnbeumhlgpanolquuhy\umlh\dhﬂmﬂnmequmlw- Ina

maostly efficlent market Illulh.\mﬂh!"‘ vhere risk and return pposed tobe
closely "
stable, d
Mmd-ynwdnmunvmuubwl. d from Nvidia's market
has b backtoth

It's true that higher prmubﬂhy lunulam Into a higher paynﬂ' for knvestors, all
things equal, but investoes usually pa; I've
Included in my analysis the Russell lOOOme\h Index as a stand-in for quality in

Include tech heavywelghts Nvidia, WM.AIth«.AppI-. and Meta mtlnnm.
though growth has a higher weighting toward them at 4 3% than quality's 269,
Growth, however, offers a longer history and a useful contrast with value, whereas
there lsn't a ready-made basket of stocks that xqmnnuthauhculdadqmmy
The growth Index chie 14 y 'M%thuyutbut

Could Trump end up with a limp dollar?

On a trade-weighted basis, the dollar is at close to

JAMAL MECKLAI

CEO, Mecklai Fnancal
www.meckir com

the highest level it has ever been. Thus, on an
objective basis, a decline would not be surprising

THE DOLLAR HAS corrected quite dra

matically since January 20 following the
oldadage,"buy the rumour, sell the fact" It
had been rising steadily (by about &%)

¥ yoar e
appear that Trumpwould win the election
and, on the day he took office, it turned
sharply lower.

m nXYhnnwdnwn nmuunl 5%
are scratching |hﬂr heads as they see a
possible run much lower as any further

fhead oulder ald

atapriceof 34 times forward umlng
tradeoff, wit antxpocudmfol!l%lnlndunpmls
times earnings. Compare that with the Russell 1000 Value
Index, which s expected to produce an ROE of just 129 but

for y ol
An those numbers show, after accounting for both prof-
Itability and nluallm Investors mnnh/ get whal they pay
for,solt's thebest
bet. Yet In the tech. fuelled en,thnqulllylndulmbﬂlm
the SlPSOObyl pa'cmusnpo(nunynmna 1994 thro-

ugh December,
NIR hmlhblc and mfy!lmno\mmllhlg 104 yurpvﬂnd&
KAISSAR putheemer
oﬂ)c Seek, dll bvlo tenthal diseupti
Sty gl oo il

Investors are paid to uke more risk, much the wa;' wtock

Investors are paid a premium relative to safe bonds or bond investors relative to
stable cas

The naked problem with abnormally high profits ks that they're not sustainable

500' 100yearsago.Th n dh

They
tend to attract mguhmn Mkmnn lmmod Inthe 1990s and Alphabet has expe-

~ attract

mmpﬂllmlumtouhm\rm share.

The risk lies in not knowing when the party will end. Once disruption Is evident,
stocks can reprice quickly to reflect IM expected loss of pmﬂuwoll !nm the lu:um.
That's particularly true for high-val
the v y h The decll and steep

Ifthel i P Il help. Since 1995,
growth's forward pﬂct camings ratho has been about 46% higher than value's on
average. Even after the DeepSeek sell-off on Monday, gmmhnadnau?l%mm»

Just before the IK'h sell-off in 2022, When dhmpnmugm nmun.gmmh hasm
been known to trade at a di lnv.\lut anit didd

take the DXY down all the way to below
100. 11, for Instance, it was to fall a little
more, correct upwards slightly,and then
fall below the neckline that would be

STEADY RISE

110 | DXY since Sep 2024

108
106
106
102
100

point out a weaker dollar ks not an out
landish

dollarmay i
the Orange O L

nding lower — and much lower — interest
rates, since he knows much more about
Interest rates than the Fed, who ks under-
standably concerned about the slow pro-

Trump's bellowing on Interest rates
recalls (most recently) Turkey's Erdogan
who, in 2021, fired his central bank gov-
emor for ralsing interest rates to control

Dollar weakness would not be such a
bad thing for the world economy. Chances
arethe currencles of someof the US"trad -
ing partners — China, the European
Union, Japan —would likely strengthen in
concert, which may give Trump pause on
his taritf madness, since a weaker dollar
would — over time — reduce the yawning
US trade deficit that has been causing so

inflation. Th

Frdl
but, by 2023, rates lnnnd to rlu agaln

manyof Tr Thetrick,of

course,is the; phrm"mmmc'md,nw

all know, our boy I8 In a tearing hurry,
ftmay make the lar?

alittle loss insane.

o
o to above 609%, I was in Ilunhul recently
and everyone (and his P
before Trump's licles h thecostof living.
of d e the Dow Now | know that this sounds lke sci-

nical road Imldn:‘llm o wi,ao; I turn,
iy Sahon d

ders with the head at 110 and the drop
almed ataround 97,

Tobe sure, technical analyses, like any
sclentific”; o, for that

llull time hl@,h.wingnun bywvr 3

ence fiction in the US context, but it pro-
vides an Indicator of what can happen If

Bringing It back home, even if the dol
lar does weaken, it does not (again) auto
matically mean the rupee would
strengthen, Flrst off, the rupee’s correla

nnnua In appanmtynnl the stronger US
economy would attract and sustain
flows. To be sure, inflation

matter,anything else, often turn out to be

full of holes, But [ polnt thisout since it ix

In sharp contrast to most widely held

views, and In markets, as (again) in life,

mu need to recognise that anything can
ppen.

hasbeen

remains problematic and the bond mar.
ket, while it corrected hopefully (with
yields dipping from their recent peaks),
remalns on guard,

Of course, there is no hard and fast
market rule that if an economy ks strong,

are,as yet, still 4 and sts

tlon with the DXY ks not very high — at ity
T hed even 500, Sec.

ondly,and: 4

lamnot
el 1 I

ong, Teump s Tt dh
Coming back to the dnlhr 1 nn«v lhal

anytime soon bur.\u;h)‘hum'pumoum

tion forever and (M fact Is that, on a
trade-welghted basis, the dollar is at close
ln!hehlghnx level It l\nmrbmehul,

(b) Indllan interest rates are set to trend
lower quite soon,and (c) the Reserve Bank
ﬂndh will use any opportunity to buy

d not
be lurprlilng Of course, lhr kind o(
I

going from wtrength to strength, even

And although it s certainly possible the

THE EDITOR

Fiscal health of states

The Niti Aayog Fiscal Health Index
2025 reveals huge variations in
Budgets across states, with Odisha
emerging as the top scorer and

Punjab trailing at the bottom, Given
the rising debt-to-GDP ratios, in
particular in states such as Punjab and
Wos( anal specific steps should be

So,it's g Tech. But it'sa good by
reminded that the outsized returns nvestory havcmlwud ﬁum qtnllty stocks are
probably nota free lunch, even if the risk ks hard

upon and implemented
to make sure fiscal health improves in
the long run, How can states strike a

deal between the need for social
assistance and the desire for fiscal
fusion? A thorough method Is required
to resolve such questions,

~Anshu Bharti, Begusarai

Using religion for
political gain

Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge's remark that taking a dip in

the Ganga will not end poverty has
sparked o heated debate. Taking a dip

decline

We would likely see a continued Inc
rease In rupee volatility but within a rela-
band.

but my Is only to ly
in the holy river, oth a rituad ffending religious ities. If
observed by millions over mnll«w\u. Inoau who prolnu 10 represent or

has becoma a “faith

ity o Islam do a

right-wing politicians. it is Mdcm that
thay see it as a photo-op for poltical
@ain, The Congress president’s remark
was against the conscious public
display of faith by the likes of home
minister Amit Shah and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Politicisation of religion hurts our
secular democracy, Kharge made it
clear that he had no intention of

rollqloux act to win the support of the
poor sections in their communities
without doing anything tangible, the
remark applies to them too, Kharge is
not against Hindus, as the Bharatiya
Janata Party says, but against their
leaders using religion for political gain.
~G David Milton, Maruthancode
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RANJAN MATHAI

ith the mantra of “Drill baby
drill’, and expedited regulatory
clearances, United States Pres-
|drm I'kmld Tmmp and tu's mllnvmw

wave of

US mhndgxs pmdnmnn Whether wein

Washington will impact our lives.

Almost 90% of our crude oil require-
ments come from abroad. Oil mulm up
25-30% of our total import bills, and im-
ports keep increasing every year. Despite
effortsatenergy transition, oil and natural
gas remain vital not just for transport but
for cooking, electricity, chemicals, phar-

maceuticals, plastics, ete. —all the stuff of
modern civilisation. Not to forget defence
and national security.

The US is already the world's largest
oil producer, with output at record levels
of over 13.2 million barvels per day (bpd).
This is 70% higher than adecade agowhen

the numc m pmdunum of shale/tight oil
ly US. This

PANORAMA
As US steps on the gas, Indiamust spread its bets

xuk)ing Saudi Arabia, which has ijv‘llim

|hr Uknmc war; nnd 8 likely to take time.
the

and gas
global prices in check, xlmugh OPEC+
made repeated efforts to raise prices by
curtailing output. Despite this faivourable
external factor, petrol and diesel prices in
India remained high throughout. But that
is because nearly half the cost consists of
taxes being squeezed out of us citizens by
the Union and state governments!

of Russian oil

capacity,
In 2022, Western sanctions imposed on
Russian ol led 1o a spike in prices of glob-
ally traded il
India’s place in the Indo-Pacific strate-
gies of the US and the European Union,
and some astute dtnhlm'x) enabled us o

retan

from wudd markets will In-v prices che-

vated, importers

from Russia without getting cnlmglnd m
However,

drive up the cost of living even higher, and
throw budgetary assumptions (currently
being cooked in New Delhi) out of gear, It
will increase our trade deficit; with result-

9

High. marks astep in the right direction,
We also need to recognise that the US

drive for higher natural gas production

hasanewstrategic objective, The massive

like India and China. Ol marketsarenow  ingadverseeffectson rupeeexchangerates  increase in electricity required to feed the

keeping awaryeyeonthe Trumpadminis-  raising all import bills, phenomenal demand of fast- growing

tration’s evolving policy on fran. Diversification of suppliers, andincreas-  data centres, Al applications, and EVs,

&llar'n-uumhmmrmeummgmn Ing strategic stockpiles are part of a solu-  has upended calculations of electricity

some of the i nnn More mbmnmely. we must curtail - demand growth worldwide. Projected fu-

ol ) uuuv\v t u.......r.u ture -hooongupwmds
onthel 1fthesecl d illion  Gas-based J

Inthe US, petrol pri polit
ically sensitive issue, Trump o:ampuwlcd
with the promise of lowering inflation in
fuel costs by increasing oil production
as an emergency, which he has now de-
clared, However, investment decisions
are not made in the White House, but in

en administration left with a pamnx Iud(

whummmmuwmchmgcm Teh-

 few weeks ago, by 3 ran, were
10 two of the largest Russian oil exp . West Asi id face gre ions, per
d webof ’ inst Ime\mamﬂm ruun(l u( War, Mmiﬂ

shipping and insurance forcarriage of Rus-
sian oil, Whether we can continue buying

ml pma minllmg upwards, to $100 per

the b of oil and at
present, the latter seem to want 1o max-
imise shareholder retums, not production.
Market analysts say that US output may
rise by only 300,000 bpd this year, based

2024 (bringing our total import bill down
from $157billion in 2023 to $132bn) is not
clear. But our oil importing companies
have already reduced purchases.

on carlier ing

techniques, Which s why Trump is now

Lifting of Westem s on Russia,
will require a negotiated settlement of

P $70-75 range.
Indln toduy imports almost 5 million
bpd and has the dubious i of

bpd by 2035; and in the long run reduce
the use of oil through faster transition to
electric vehicles, as China has done. For
over a decade, India’s domestic produc-
tion has been declining every year due to
low investment caused by penal taxes and
obstructive regulations nmnglmu our oil
mdu:tr) Despite dcdnmnum of reform,

P % lower 2013,

being the highest source of incr |
demand; i.e. the country importing the
largest numberof additional barrels. A eri-
sis in the Gulf would riseoll prices sharply,

How did alittle-known Chinese start-up cause the markets and US tech giants
toquake? Here

CADE METZ

ech stocks tumbled, Giant

panies such as Meta and

Nvidia faced a barrage of

questions about their future,

And tech executives took

1o social media to proclaim

their fears, And it was all because of a lit-

tle-known Chinese artificial intelligence
startup called DeepSeek.

DeepSeck caused waves all over the
world on January 27 as one of its accom-
plishments — having created a very pow-
erful Al model with far less money than
many Al experts thought possible — raised
ahostof questions, including whether US
companics were even competitive in Al
anymore,

DeepSeek is “Al's Sputnik moment,”
Marc Andreessen, a tech venture capi-
ulm pmml on social m«ltu on Jammry

had heard of have such an cﬂmt?

Whatis

DeepSeck is a startup founded and
owned by the Chinese stock trading
firm High-Flyer. Its goal is to build Al
technologies along the lines of OpenAl's
ChatGPT chatbot or Google's Gemini, By
7§)2l. DeepSeek had n«tuu.v‘q li:uuwlsds

Nvidia, which are a fundamental of
anyeffort o create powerful Al systems.

InChina, the startupis known for grab-
bing young and talented Al researchers
from top universities, promising high
salaries and an opportunity o work on
cutting-edge research projects. Both
High-Flyerand DeepSeekare runby Liang
Wenfeng, a Chinese entrepreneur.

Over the past few years, DeepSeck has
released several large language models,
which is the kind u?ltdmolnxy that un-
derpins chatbots such as ChatGPT and
Gemini. OnJanuary 10, it released its first
free chatbot app, which was based on a
new model called DeepSeck-V3.

Why did the stock market react
toitnow?

When DeepSeek introduced its DeepS-
eck-V3 model the day after Christmas, it
matched the abilities of the best chatbots
from US companies such as OpenAl and
Google. That alone would have been im-
pressive, Butthe team behind the new sys-
temalso revealed a bigger step forward. In
a research paper explaining how it built
lhntdmulugy l)«p&vkuui itused only

‘swhat to know

How DeepSeek’'stech
hallenges US dominance

system. That was roughly 10 times lessthan
what Meta spent building its latest Al
technology.

How did Duosuk make its tech
with fewer Al chips?

Top Alengineers in the United States say
that DeepSeek’s research paper laid out
clever and impressive ways of building Al
technology with fewer chips.

Inshort, the startup's engincers demon-
strated a more efficient way of analyzing
data using the chips. Leading Al systems
learn their skills by pinpointing patterns
in huge amounts of data, inchading text,
images and qmmll Ix\-pSu-l described

awayolisy Gl
lized Al models

chipsthat lead
ing Al cnmpnn-cs relied on to train their
systems, The world's top companies typi-
mlry train their chatbots with supercom
puters that use as many as 16,000 chips
or more. DeepSeek’s engineers said they
needed only about 2,000 Nvidia chips.

Why is that important?

Since late 2022, when OpenAl set off the
Al boom, the prevailing notion had been
that the most powerful Al systems could
not be built without investing billions of
dxllnn in: spcchlixcd Al thi;l\ Thatwould

several what
rescarchers call a “mixture of u;m'l'.

Al Many experts believe that Al technol-
ogy will bvcnmc a mmnuhly with many

product

Is it as good as OpenAl and Google?
DeepSeek! \Zcmu\swerquﬁﬁom m've
logic prob write i

er programs as effectively as nnnhmg al
ready on the market. according to stand-
ard benchmark tests.

Just before DeepSeck released its
technology, OpenAl had unveiled a new
system, called OpenAl o3, which seemed
more powerful than DeepSeek-V3, But
OpenAl has not released this system 1o
the wider public.

OpenAl 03 was designed to “reason”
through problems involving mnlh sl
ence. nndcomputtr programming. Many

method — while the time lost
by moving data from place to place,

Others have used similar muh(m lx\
fore, Iy g informti
mixdels lmd«lmmduurlfwlrmp.nrqr
Seek did this ina way that allowed ittouse
less computing power.

“It has become very clear that other
companies, not just someone like Opr
nAlL can build these kinds of systems,”
said Tim Dettmers, a researcher at the
Allen Institute for Artificial Intelligence

W
~such as Microsoft, Google and Meta, all
of which are based in the United States
— could afford to build the leading tech-

P sci-
ence at Carnegie Mellon University who
specialises in building efficient Al systems,

doutthat DeepSeck had not
bmll areasoning model along these lines,
whichis seen as the future of Al
Then, on January 20, DeepSeck re-
leased its own reasoning model called
DeepSeek RI, and it, too, impressed the
experts. Thateventually sent US investors
and others into a panic late last week and
over the weekend as they realized the im-
portance of DeepSeek’s new technology.
US tech giants are building data cen-
tres with specialised Al chips. Does this
still marter, given what DeepSeek has
done? Yes, itstill matters,
Large numbers of Al chips can

still help in many ways. With

competitive advantage.

More chips will also be needed to op-
erate the new breed of “reasoning” Al
maodels, experts said. These requine more
computing power when people and busi-
nesses use them

To maintain the US lead in the global
Al race, the Biden administration had
put in place rules limiting the number
of powerful chips that could be sold to
China and other rivals. Does DeepSeck’s
tech mean that China is now ahead of the
US in AT? No. The world has not yet seen
OpenAl's 03 model, and its performance
on standard benchmark tests was more
impressive than anything else on the
market. But experts are concerned that
China is jumping ahead on open-source
Al systems,

Like many other companies, DeepSeck
hm “open sourced” its hln( Al system,

hatith.
Iving sdewithotherb
and mz-udm. 'nmmwmol the reason
DeepSeek and others in China have been
able to build competitive Al systems so
quicklyand inexpensively.

In the Al world, open source first gath-
ered steam in 2023 when Meta freely
shared an Al system called Liama. At the
time, many assumed that the open-source
ecosystem would flourish only if compa-
nies such as Meta— giant firms with huge
data centers filled with 1p«inlm| chips

A

heirtechnolo

A jster, HardeepSingh Puri,
is, however, bnngmg some change. The

recentannouncement of ONGC roping in
BP to enbance production from Mumbai

pla
source for a quick increase in large-scale
electricity generation. Nuclear and solar
energywillalso beused:but nuclear is long
gestation, and solar requires storage.

As US accelerates huge new ventures
into Al it i also ‘stepping on the gas™ In-
dusrl. an to build a gas-based economy is
timely. Increased domestic prnducnnn
and I’rm supply links from the Gulf shoukd
be priorities,

(The writer is former Foreign Secretary
of Indlia and High Commissioner to the
United Kingcdom)

Musicalone
shall live

MELANIE P KUMAR

nschool there was a Round

Song, which went like this:

All llmlfnhﬂ/l;xrﬂh/nml
under thesky Music alone shail
live, never shall die.

A Round can be described
as 4 musical composition with
alimited canon in which mul-
tiple voices take up the same
melody while starting it at dif-
ferent times and yet managing
toachievea perfectly harmoni-
ous blend,

With Republic Day and
Sarvodaya Day occurring
in January, one cannot help
but speculate about what
Mahatma Gandhi might
have thought about the lines
of the above Rounder. He
would probably have added
one word, which would be re-
lighous music never shall die.
For Gandhi, the art form that
appealed the most was music
with a religlous bent to it,

While the Mahatma was
deeply invested in the religion
thathewas born into, his heart
wasof a secular nature, which
wished to take the good and
the best from all the religions
of the world, He observed,
“Though 1 am a Hindu, or
even because | am a devout
Hindu, I have no difficulty in
appreciating the hymns of oth-
erreligions.”

Hence it is no surprise that
he was drawn to Christian
music, and his interest in it
continued till the end of his
life. This is why, on commem-
orative occasions for the Ma-
hatma, hymns like Abide with
Me, Lead Kindly Light, and
Nearer My God to Thee, regu-
larly figure.

While a prisoner at the Aga
Khan Palace in Pune, Gan-
dhi requested for a Christian
hymnbook, He later wrote to
aQuaker friend that whenever
he was in “the midst of a rag-
ing fire,” he often fell back on
humming the hymn, Rock of'
Ages. Healsowrote elsewhere,
“Having had intimate contact
with many Christians, | came
to appreciate some of the
hymns even as a youngster.”
This thought will likely reso-
nate with many Indians who
were exposed to these hymns
taught in Christian institutions

and learnt to appreciate them,
as they sang them on several
occasions,

Gandhi claborated that
among the Christian hymns,
Lead Kindly Light, written by
Cardinal John Henry New-
man in 1833, held the greatest
appeal, especially these lines
from the first stanza, Keep

almost became a mantra for
the Mahatma. He suggested
to those around him to also
meditate on the words of this
hymn, which Gandhians who
try to emulate his philosophy
follow to this day.

The hymn assumed a spe-
clal space in the Ashram's
prayers, with Hindu, Muslim,
and Christian supporters of
the independence movement
singing the hymn either in
English or in the Gujarati
translation, Premal Jyotd (the
Light of Love), every Friday
evening, “the day of Jesus"cru-
cifixion,” as explained by Gan-
dhi. From 1916, until a month
before his passing, the Mahat-
ma referred regularly to Lead
Kindly Light in his m-ulng.
“This hymn appears around 70
times in The Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi.

It's clear that Newman's
hymn played a definitive role
in the philosophical underpin-
nings of the Satyagraha move-
ment while revealing Gandhi's
commitment to religious
pluralism.

Gandhi had other favourite
hymns that were from Kabir,
Tulsidas, Surdas, Tagore, and
verses from the Gita and the
Upanishads. He revealed that
nothing elated him so much
as “the music of the Gita or
the Ramayana by Tulsidas.”
Amaong his special favourites,
of course, were Narsinh Mch-
's Vadshnaoa Junato Tene Ka-
hive Jeand Raghupathi Ragha-
va Rafaram, both of which
were sung daily at Gandhi's
prayer meetings and rever-
berate in Gandhian Ashrams
even today.

Inthelast fewyears, the con-
troversy over “Ishwar Allah.”
not being part of the original
Ram Dhun, keeps raising its
hydra head, but Gandhi had
a purpose in opting for this
version, keeping in mind the
idea of a secular India that
had space for people of all re-
lighons.

In the past few years, an
other of Gandhi's favourite
hymns, Abide with Me, has
been axed from the Beating
the Retreat ceremony on ac-
countofits link with India’s co-
lonkal past, If that be the case,
why not remove the colonial
anachronisms like guberna-
torial posts and all the cruel,
archaic British laws related
to sedition, cleverly packaged
withunpronounceable names,
especially for states south of
the Vindhyas?

But at the heart of all this
pettiness is probably the aware-
ness that both Abide With Me

nologies. duplicate.” maore chips, they can run more experi- Ml)cqiswkandomas haveshown Thou my Feet/l do not ask to  and the idea of Gandhi will
But DeepSeek's engineers said they  DeepSeek’s research paper raised  mentsasthey explore new ways of build- ﬂuwL thri so¢/The distant scene/Onestep  abideand “never shall die.”
needed only about $6 million in raw  questions about whether big US compa- I“ﬁ AL In other words, more chips can  extend bcvond the :\mcnum tech gmmt enough for me. (The author is an
computing power 10 train their new  nies could maintain a significant lead in I give companies a technical and  TheNew York Times The one step enough for me  independent wyiter)
OUR PAGES £ OF HISTORY OASIS | KANDASWAMY GNANAMURTHY
A — Beyond the realmofreason
Urban ceiling Bill tocome up STF tortured us, tribals avaratri brings different mem-  seratched the surface of these arens,  stage and performed for the soulful — the other end.
before Parliament soon telINHRC ories tous. Aschildren, weused  with my limited math background, Swagatham Krishna by Jesudhas. 1 was even more embarrassed
visit houses in the neighbour- it's a nice distraction to spend time Ittransformed me from my self when the organizers asked me 1o
New Deltd, January 28 Gobichettypalya (TN). Jan 28 hood with to offer evening prayersto — on, especially when you have plenty  possessed so called scientific temper  address the audience. In all humility
A Bill on cosling on urban property Many tribals from the forest areas on Goddess Durgaand alsotogetabitof  of it in the evening of your life. 10 the present reality of an abso- and deep conviction 1said *1 have no
woaild be brought before Parliament Kamataka-Tamil Nadu border narrated the offerings made to the Goddess. So, | was distracted when my lutely blissful mixof dance and  credentials to address this elite group
soon, Union Minister of State for Warks their harrowing takes of allegod sexual But a bit of self-learning and the wife asked me to accompa- music. | really don't know of musicians and dancers here, but
I Mok d by [ ink d true flavour of festivity came much ny her for the Navarathri what bewitched me more, one thing | learnt. While science has
today, d the Bill ilegal d by th I Task later in life, when | let the carcer go dance festival in a nearby Was it the soulful pentatonic  some methods like reading, writing
had already boen finalised and would Force (STF), set up to nab the clusive by slowly, and became more ponder-  temple mandap. Mohanam raga which isalso  and thinking, | am absolutely clucless
e discussed by the Political Affakes Jungle outlaw Veerappan, before a panel ouson mhrrupra'ml Illcmgamal Twas sitting rather common in many East Asian  how such great arts like music and
G o the Cabinet before NHRC here today. If 1 may use the word ph Iy trying to countries too, or the melo- dance can be learnt in non verbal
Introdinced In Parkament. Mr. Dhn Deposing before the NHRC paned com- rather modestly. focus on the rather beautiful dious Jesudas rendering the languages and performed 1o elevate
told a mecting of the expert group on- prisng Mrium(md).\ § Sadashiva Tused to pride myself as a man of Abhinayas performed by the Raga or the angelic dance by the the audience to lofty heights of
| apid 'S officer My science and meander about in the young girls, litthe child. The sum effect was, Iwas  sublimation™
TN police arrested many aspects of its frontiers like Butall my light hearted and critical  shattered between the selfimposed Well, there is no end to learning
ate concentration of urban propertics. her hushand about |nury:-1am s?na-lmw, quantum physics, entan-  scientific observations ended when scientific disposition ononeendand  and you can pick up from any inci-
glement etc. While | have not even an angelic young girl came to the the soul stirring performing art on

dent, and at any time,
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Deep discount
DeepSeek can alter the rules of Al game

rol " " antificial ingell
A chathots from Chi DecpSeek h d jc shift

i Dy Siah 11 t \

intrai its R-1and V-3 foraclaimed 1 85,6 mil-

lion, which is a fraction of the hundreds of millions required to develop ChitGPT,
Grok, Claude, thmmduhorhmwuumodeh(l.l.W) 'mcmAlhupcr

But it
low-end chips, which mulale-llunlhc pmﬂmnmphlcpmcﬂmunm
(GPUs) used for ChatGPT, aining
of 2000 GPUS — ahnlonomuduof he chip-cl Jevelop
Since the code is ope with an
(AP1) made casily available, lhemdccm be checked and modified by anyone
and any can write o it llnuycwnbuxuubk-m
install and run the
to do so in big hypnlu.lim dll.l centres. OpenAl, Google, Meta, and omer Al
pers, are llkuly to f -ome of the concepts demonstrated by
Dy o the next Almodels, The code indi-
cates DeepSeck hn developed u more elﬂdem memory m-mm.-mcm system, It
also introduced a couple of other which use of

"hlﬂ(}l’l'.

f¥-tho-sholf

‘This enables Deep! mtrﬂnmdwwﬁuﬁkupawerful
while I toits
This is a classic of finding ds to cope wllh

resources, It was forced upon DeepSeek due to the fact that the US has successively
cut off supplies of high-end GPUs to China, There are quite a few implications.
As such, DeepSeck's success calls the enllre concept of US protectionism and

The architect of India’s
financial markets

0f the many reforms that Dr Singh led as FM and PM, the
transformation of India's securities markets stands out

FLLLISTRATION: (INAY SINKA

carry out its mandate, Sebi also required financial

@ late Dr Manmohan Stngh has rightly b'::n

lauded for his many

damentally changed India. Recognisi
critical role of a modern securitles market in
nelling resources Into the real economy, he was the
architect who designed and laid its

dumlnlnnllnunmmhecolw-l

Itself up, Sebd
cntlunwg-mlnmnmrmmnmmmln

OF1INIUN

mlppumnmw-dniywd luplngln mmd econom-
profit max-
beh: allowing NSE to d

firsi

Gcmlt readers would also recall the telecom and
IT sector y to mid-1990s, which
were d
of all markets, Including Ainancial markets, Strategic
use of the emerging telecom Infrastructure And I
led tothe Indd
Ing the reglonal exchanges (most of which wcnhnd
ly run) irrelevant. This, however, required moving
away from paper to electronic shares, as well as the
electronic movement of money. The former required
serlous legislative changes and the latter required
the computerisation of banks.

‘The Depositories Act, 1996, and the creation of a
depository, with a structure similar to that of modern
exchanges to avold conflicts of interest, was the next
st of steps that were taken, Here agaln the same
thlnklmc-nhnunAmw‘Il»d-immd mod-

vehicle rather than
reforming an mu!m (public sector) undertaking,
which proposed immobilisation of paper shares, as
distinet from thy
‘The talent spotter in him drew out the vislonaries
and natlon-bullders who came from [DBI and
engaged In
and risk-taking to bulld all these new bodies,

In tandem, the Reserve Bank of India Jed by C

ouﬁdlnl!uhwlnnbladepmunhunpﬂa(.ol

‘This was not only about the creation of a regula-

banks’ ation. A little later, when the political
climate allowed, the RBI licensed many new private

“"““ of high-end This triggered typlcally Indlan publ sector banks that were technology-driven from birth,

with fewer . by going — though that was the most important and difficult  Thus, was boen the first moder Indlan With the regulator in place and the necessary

npcn source and allowing casy lc«- to an APL, DeepSeck has enabled ecasy part. It was ab distinet and separate from a Gol statu- and policy-

of the I Despite about data privacy, given the institutions, laws, and the sup- torily emp d 1 | -

Chinese parentage, the chatbot has oku.km ChatGPT in popularity where porting environment required for a B regulate its domain. The 1992 Sebl  berand i which

ywhere will be looking for p modern market. Like the US nuclear d Act did not contaln all thy was ital for the of deep markets,

applications riding these modeln. The d i in costs deal later, this reform was a funda- of this design, but the direct| Ch legal framework to allow forelgn Insti-

willleo spark cioes {nyestzmot fn A RAD e e e m;hylﬁ h . e B T s i ro e et

not merel critical a markets 3 wis a step as

uyin:‘t:nmu dlul mi:‘h;‘:;md ?nm will have to sethink its mm of 'I"r Indl:n comp-lnln. tmmdd:’n; ulll;)' had been Incorporated Into  then did not have big institutional lnvu::n expert-

tech companies, are todoa the law by him by 1995 It Is note-  enced In anal and Investing in shares of com-

the US and a few chosen allies. Now that these new concepts have been released record numhtp‘ rn(lnllmwnﬂ«- wmm«zlhadl!nm trytoreform  panies that h:,l‘lllrl?kmlhowinmm of assets, other
globally via an open source code, it is likely that the next generation of generative Ings (1POs) In India this year, it Is the existing regulator, namely the  than business plans and human talent,

Al iterations out of Silicon Valley will be more powerful, but those will also be because of what began In the early Controller of Capital Issues, but These foundations lad by him are responsible

matched by similar models released elsewhere. In economic terms, DeepSeek has 1990s. That was when Indlan Indus- - AARTHIKAM chose 10 create a new for Indl high on any param-

caused an upheaval in the markets, Chipmaker Nvidia, which is at the cutting: try was coming out of asset-heavy u“m“ m vdthout the burden of undesirable  eteron the size, depth, regulation, and other metrics

edgeofMdnvdopmmt hnmcnzOpcrcemwlptd off its market value in a few engineering companies and taking legacy that measure the progress of equity markets, Many

1 on Nvidia chips), Other listed compa- the first wmllwmwmm d K P KRISHNAN In punllll. he::ld his team inll{; ?f I{::c Ikmnll ‘;Tn’wr:.h;u reforms h‘ndlxntd l(l:]ull. s

Immlwoﬂd h i India's pol asset-| an dth th an far a8 19771 change in 1991 was en-

iesan ngin Al human talens-intensive sectors like Infrastructure needed for the market India’ gt

fcymukers should take note. lndhnmdmnuvpodnmhmohdlpm.lom
What they may nccd is lnnmlivu lmlilmM -related research in India by

offering targeted iserveas o 'I"hn rapid scaling
up of Indin's data centre capacity, al fe the cl ic market and
large digital economy, could make India an excellent test bed.

Personal and political

Uttarakhand's UCC should have been more accommodating

khand on y notified the Uniform Civil Code

(UCC), entering the hlsuny boola as the first Indian state to do so

after Independence. Goa was allowed to follow its UCC of the colonial

period when it became part of India in 1961, Launching the UCC portal

and issuing a notification, Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
said his 5 was to “end ", Mr Dhami has
fulfilled a long-standing national project of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Uttarakhand may be a test case for other BIP-ruled states, Prima facie, the need
for a nmsre-lve UCC that does away with the myriad religious personal laws,

Informatlon technology (I). This sector relied more
on risk capital than debe. As finance minister, Dr Singh
used the fallout of the Harshad Mehta scam — pri-
marily linked to the institutional debt markets — to
secure Pulhmem-ry nppnwnl for an empowered
d to operate at

mni Icnahfmmtlnmvemmem

and granted full control over personnel policles to
recruit speclalists requined for this task without reguir-
Ing approval from the Government of Indla (Gol). To

Budget FY26:

t's that time of the year. Indla's 2025-26 (FY26)
will be presented on February 1, followed

closely by the Reserve Bank of India's policy meet-
| matters as divorce, succession rights, ing on February 7 Policymakers are facing a particu-
-nd Inhcrllln(t. is critical in a modern country, The is Larly pl It's I
Uumkhlnd s UCC can be called progressive. the publ ) & 1 and
the Code 15 ftself. A “m“hs stan- fiscal A 1 while dl

for
genders, and given children of livein tnlnthrﬁlplmeumemlﬂynum
born to married couples. By doing away with such Islamic practices as Iddat and
Nikah Halala, both i s ml.-UCCunclllm
womnen’ In that sense, thy

lkpomh 18 soft, mwvanmymhh-lamm,md

m-unmmmmwmsmwm

may soften If the Fed cuts in 2025, but the dollar could

remain strong as it typleally benefits not just from
but a

nﬂhrMullmPenomleBm:dnbmnlthCCmnybacomldundumm

P 1 P

uncer-
tainty, like the evolving tariff policies
In the US, and unpredictable geopol-
Itles. This is already pressuring

bym-bmuhn -minded locals, Again, or divarce
tionable in principle but declaring these duulh on a portal has Iu own ptlﬂl.
especially for inter-faith couples. Infi “love fihad" incidk in
Uttarkashi in 2023, when right-wing groups accused Muslim men of preying on
leduwonm,ﬂmhlmhohnhllc.hlvznﬂkd-xhl relations in the state.
Bulpe:hlp- ofl s UCC has more
than th of live-in hips — fmpmpleof
Ulunlnhnu!llvlmwmdcmm The process here is menacing. The couple
must register with a registrar, who will verify their details, including whether either
partner has been married, is in another live-in relationship, or is a minor. The
registrar then issues a centificate, which mulbvrorwndodwnupullmunbnof
the relevant jurisdiction. The discretionary power of a faceless state

like the
rupee, and could continue to do so.
Back home, growth has fallen to
below potential kevels of 6.5 per cent.
Policy stimubus could help get it back
up to 6.5 per cent. But what form
lhould that take: A higher fiscal

Impulbse, or looser monetary policy?
Let's first assess the flscal environ-
ment. In good news, the government
wlll likely outperform on its FY25 fis-
yearat 48 per cent

PRANJUL BHANDARI

that Sebl would regulate. The first important con-
stituent of this market was the stock exchange. The
then dnmlnlm Hambcyuock Exchange (BSE) was
a to reforms
that were not in thelr interest. After an initial, short-
lived attempt at reforming BSE, the team began
work to set up a new modern exc!

clxl ;I' forelgners, and (b) cmbmlng' finance as the
nweommmuvqr;u‘mn oftlummy.:zm—d

This journey Is now In serious threat of being
deralled, and all of us, especially India's political lead-
ership, need to put our shoulders to the wheel to

The National Stock Exchange u«hd fe for the financhal system,
startup by IDBI and was npllcllly pmhlb‘lod fmm
ture. It 8 registered us b f h;‘r:l‘h ity :;n:u'?mr:y. mdu}i{r’mmh;lmm e
Daretobe dlfferent'?
ders. One, it can relgn hby mak-

diture. Cutting mlr%:n mhmm and centrally

ing Indla’s com-

sponsored schetmes may
erllLlhlmeldldlllllwhlkbu*whmlhepd
ority was “cleaning up” expenditures, but it hassince
shot back up In recent years. Time for another spring
clean, perhaps,

The sliver lining In the Budget math Is that
because we expect a recovery In high-quality capex,
the fiscal stimulus in FY26 may remain neutral,
despite fiscal consolidation.

d ot best, Is netral,
then stimulus must come from monetary pollcy.
Indeed, things are falling into place there. January's

consumer prices are expected to rise
Just 4.2 per cent from 6.2 per cent in
October, helped by a good cropof veg:
ctables, Ifthe wheat harvest Is as good
assowling suggests, disinflation could
then continue into FY26. True, a
weaker rupee will add to inflation,
but estimates suggest that average
inflation will rematn 1

thed per

Itive. Two, less FX Intervention can ease domestic
cquidity stress. Three, It frees up rate and liquidity
policy to address growth, instead of belng used to
defend the currency. Four, It can offset the harmful
Impact of tariffs that could be levied
in a protectionist global backdrop. Flve, by helping
exports rmulncompﬂl.uw it p}lyc‘uulngh s an

as they are refigged.
mhmhlnmm.lbnnl‘ynhlunﬂhmd
be an oppo for Indka, which up to now has not
benefited much mUSlMu-iom.Omunm
the (FDI)
ulndllhn.noﬁr,nmmlwdmuchl-mlnmld-

from

to create the jobs needed to uphold growth.
However, lndumnnunrymmvmkhudan
several fron: by the

i et

. cent target in FY26,
S0, what roles can monet -
cy pluy? Several, in our view. Wethink

rate flexible, mnnlnlng domestic import
tarifs to keep the cost of production low, belng wel-
m«ummmlﬁomncm-duvmdd lndupmdlng
its frew trad

with ady d lIkQ the US

than later. We don't expect lu'::i;:
exchange (FX) weakness as a result, given that
ather markets, lke

legally intrude into the private decisions and monhlynflndhndﬂumh
patriarchal, unwarranted, and unjustified, and is likely to attract legal appeals. In
particular, I(Implmomhemokud‘pewlc upudnl!ywon'lnn.whomlypmh

alive-in with it Y. for

and easier exit route than Again, th dbel ck

: Jed by th

)

puhlk.‘ capex

year.

FY26, however, will likely be harder, Weak equity
markets in recent months may lower capital gains
tax revenue mh But capex may pick back up as

to the personal safety of inter-faith live-ins, mhhwhlhoo\uofmwuh the

future. Young people entering the
with the

outside the fthe

them within the purview of the patriarchal morality of the state is likely to drive

them away. The loser, ultimately, will be Uttarakhand.

today are
of a range of nonconventional relationships

The transformatlve power of disruption

us, And this ks a good
Idea because Central capex tends to crowd in state
pex. And the capex process not only creates imme-
diate jobs but also capacity to grow faster In the
medium term,
Lowering the fiscal deficit to "below 4.5 per cent
of GDP" In line with the finance ministry's promise,
will then have to come from cuts In current expen-

d la and South
Korea, have eased rates and this hasn't added to FX
pressure. The trick is just not to get carred away and
ease too much.

“Then there Is liquidity. Many

are being put to work already, such as OMO pur-
chases, FX swaps, long-tenor variable-rate-repos,
and a previous cash reserve ratlo (CRR) cut. The
trick would be to keep using a bit of all

India by s I
Intensive Indlan exports,
\o.un lmhdu:mbudlmm?mmth-m

crmh‘lmonclmwmwlmmmmbu

than later? Not worry nbom a weaker mpnr Not

Impase blanket tariffs and non-tariff barriers, even If

the rest of the world seems 1o be doing so? Finally,

llwlulnmmmurdbtupmmﬂ)l
ke China?

mhn(hmd-pmdmamomuﬂmnmym And

mlrlndhwmnmyvmhnmmm
| won't do the trick.

create ample amount of reserve y
od to fuel the economy.

And, finally, and most importantly, there's the
rupee. A flexibl rate and rupee
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Easing leasing

New Bill bridges legislative gap in aviation

he Cabinet’s recent approval of the
P ction and Enfor of 1 in
Aircrafts Objects Bill addresses a gaping

legislative anomaly that has placed India in conflict
with global conventions on aircraft leasing. The Bill
ratifies the Cape Town Convention (CTC), the global

protocol on matters

P to aircraft equig

The CTC has largely been inoperative in India, one of
the largest aviation markets, despite the country
having been a signatory to it since 2008 -- because
Parliament has not ratified the CTC.

POCKET

CTC is an essential mechanism to achieve
efficient financing of high-value aircraft and
parts by lowering the risk of lessors (or
owners), In the highly capital-intensive
aviation industry, the general practice
adopted by airlines is to lease aircraft so that
they can develop a fleet without having to
make big investments in buying aircraft,
Presently, a majority of around 700
passenger commercial aircraft in India are
leased. International protocols such as the
CTCare necessary to safeguard the interests
of the lessors who would otherwise have to
deal with high-value aircraft/equipment
stranded in foreign territories for prolonged
periods without being able to repossess
them. But in the absence of ratification, its
provisions remained in conflict with
domestic statutes including the Civil
Procedure Code, the Specific Relief Act, the
Companies Act and, most importantly, the
Insolvency and Bankruptey Code (IBC).

Symptomatic of this legislative anomaly
was the case of Go First which initiated its
voluntary insolvency under IBC which led to
afreezing of the airline's assets, including
the aircraft, The lessors were prevented
from recovering their aircraft as bankruptey
protection superseded the international
protocol. Although the government
subsequently amended the IBC to exempt
transactions involving aircraft, aircraft
engines and helicopters from bankruptey
proceedings, it failed to reassure global
entities who became increasingly wary of
leasing aircraft to Indian airlines. The
Aviation Working Group, a global aviation
leasing watchdog, placed India on a watchlist
with a negative outlook, for not meeting
international aircraft possession
obligations. The overall impact for the

bureaucracy

The bureaucracy through its rule making ends up subverting
legislative intent and government policy

he questions the enormous power that Is
wu:ldrd by the officials of the British
central bank,

But well before he asked the question,

SIG TAG WITH DUMMY TEXT

ohandas Pai, the well

known businessman

and public intellectual,

lamented ina recent

tweet that “this isa
votal failure of the political leadership.
We elect them to rule over us but they
are handing over this power to unelected
officials like tax officials, RBL., We want
our MPy to rule over us, not the Deep
State officlals.”

This reminded me of something
Yashwant Sinha had said way back in
2004 during a seminar on regulatory
independence vy Parliament,

He told the gathering that while
ministers are held to account by
Parliament, no one holds the regulatory
agencles to account for the mistakes
they make and for which the ministers
pay the price.

1 asked Sinha If this was not like the
master-servant relationship in tort law
where the master is liable for any
damage caused by the servant for an act
done in the line of duty. There's alot of
case law on this,

More recently a similar question was
ralsed by Paul Tucker, former depury
governor of the Bank of England and
now a professor at Harvard. In s highly
applauded book called Unelected Power

itwas din 1932 by the all
pwerful Governor of the Bank of
ngland, Montagu Norman, Asked then
exactly what Mr Pui has asked now,
namely, the relationship between the
Reserve Bank of India and the
government of India, he famously
remarked that the RBI should be like a
“Hindoo wife" who advises but does not
either Insist or act independently.

TARZAN AND JANE

And that’s the crux of the problem:
delegation of power, and whether such
delegation is administrative or policy.
This Is true of all regulatory agencies.
‘The problem arises when administrative
delegation is turned into policy making.

Indeed, that's why the government
must remind the regulatory agencles
“Me Tarzan, you Jane,”

This is what Pl wants Tarzan to tell
the tax officials and the regulators that
they can't subvert policy by
Iincompetence and mala fide intent

The primary concern of
the bureaucracy is to avoid
accountability. In order
that no blame should
attach to it, it makes rules
to protect itself

because when they do that, it's the
government and the legislature that are
answerable. But that brings us right back
10 the master-servant problem. An
Iconic newspaper owner once tolda
small group of us employees that ifa
reporter filed a wrong or half-wrong
report, it was he who the ministers
called,

‘That didn't stop him from hiring and
using reporters, But we got the message:
be careful in your supervision,

And this is what's missing in
governance today: adequate but light
touch supervision,

One other major problem is the
presence, in almost all sectors, of
gll“(’{l"\k‘ﬂ‘ companics. Since
regulators are appointed by the

government, delegation doesn't really
plains that

T MARRSTOC T

bureaucracy Is to avold accountability,
In order that no blame should attach to
i, it makes rules to protect itself, And
this defeats both the government's
policy and the legislature's intent,

Add to this pervasive incompetence
and insensitivity and a mindset that
regards (llegal {'(muﬁcn hon ag an
entitlement of its employment contract.
What you get s the core cause of Pal's
frustrated rage.

REFORM PROO¥
So can our bureaucracy be reformed?
The answer Is a big no, perish the
thought because once it's done
protecting itself, it protects the
ministers. Indeed, in many ways,
because the ministers depend so much
on the bureaucracy, the master-servant
I h reversed,

ppen, So when P
there is too much delegation, it's
actually the opposite. These guys are
still acting for the government but
pretending they are independent, They
are an exemplification of Norman's
Hindoo wives.

There is of course another massive

roblem: subversion via rule making, |

e been saying this for along while
now to no avail,

‘The problem s this, Government
makes policy, Legislature makes the
necessary laws to give that policy
legitimacy. But to give the policy effect,
it's the bureaucracy that makes the
rules.

Itis exactly here that the problem lies
because the primary concern of the

¥

So we go back to the unelected power
problem. My solution remains what it
was In 2014 when Modi became Prime
Minister: abridge the rule-making power
of the bureaucracy by closer supervision,

But how is this to be done? One way is
to make & law that forbids frequent rule
changes.

Arule once made should be left
unchanged for at Jeast 15 years, That's
how it is in well run countries, Basically,
ifthe policy or the law don't change, nor
should the rules. Or If a change becomes
unavoldable, it must be done
lrmupan:nrl{‘,

‘There can be other ways, too, But the
objective must be to remove the
machine gun from the monkey’s hands,

Forex reserves: How healthy are India’s holdings?

-

After hitting a record high in September 2024, India’s forex reserves have dipped by about $80 billion

oot o rag tha X about 22 per cent in the fiscal year Nomura, forex reserve holdings are
Indian aviation sector was that risk b.explainer pe ¥ ng’
sremiums charged by global lessors *EXP 2008-09, in the backdrop of the Lehman adequate even though RBI has net sold
 siteaorser o b asriaiag crisls. about $89.4 billion since October 2024,
multiplied and ‘nnimll financing costs rose K Sharat Kumar It says, “the RBI's forex reserve
exponentially. Airlines passed on the What is a healthy forex reserve adequacy ratio (average of IMP
enhanced costs to consumers through high How high did the forex reserves level? measures under four different forex
alr fares after the le? And why  One way to measure the health of a regimes) has fallen from a recent high of
I wve they fallen again? country's foreign exchange reserves is to 266 per cent in September 2024, but it is

The legislation proposed now
circumvents legal conundrums which have
aggrieved global players in India. It would
allow settlement of cases between lessors
and airlines under CTC provisions. This
would lower risk premiums, make airlines’
operations cost-effective and hopefully
bring down passenger fares, The
government hopes it will facilitate India’s
growth as a leasing financial centre not just
for domestic players but for foreign airlines
as well, Currently, aircraft leasing business
is mostly undertaken through foreign
financial centres like Ireland,

RAVIKANTH

India’s forelgn exchange reserves
recorded a drop of $1.23 billion to
$623.9 billion for the week ended
January 17, 2025, according to RBI data,

Inthe post-Covid years, foreign
reserves rose to touch a record high of
705 billion In end-Seprember
re beginning to decline.

Much of the decline may be artributed
tothe Reserve Bank of India intervening
inthe forex markets to sell US dollars,

This was because the rupee had been
under duress since the end of September
due to surge in US dollar and USbond
yields on expectation of Donald Trump
becoming the next US President,

Large foreign portfolio outflows from
the equity market increased the
pressure on the rupee.

The RBI had to sell the dollar heavily
to support the Indian currency inthe
last quarter of 2024,

The decline in dollar holdings has
depleted reserves though this has been
mitigated by the increase In the value of

pititagainst its imports, Some
economists opine that about 10-12
monthy' worth of imports would
indicate adequare forex holdings,

Calculating the run-rate for the
current financial year from data for
December 2024, Indla's 12-month
imports would come to about $909
billion, That would mean our forex
reserves would cover just over elght
months of impaorts,

This is if we include the entire
reserves of $623.9 billion. But if we were
o take only the foreign currency assets
(of 533 billion) - that are seen as more
liquid than, for example, our gold
holdings - the plcture ks even less
comforting at just over seven months'
worth of cover.

The Greenspan-Guidotti rule offers
another method for measuring the
health of our forex reserves. The
postulate requires forex reserves to fully
cover the country's short-term external
debt (L, those with a maturity of one

FOREX RESERVES, Optimum level

the latest figures would still satisfy the
Greenspan-Guidottl rule,

What is the IMF's ARA?

The International Monetary Fund had
devised a measurement method to
assess emerging markets' forelgn
exchange adequacy. The Fund calls it the

still at about 236 per cent (as per forex
reserves data of January 3, 2025

It notes that “even under a fixed
exchange rate regime, India's reserve
adequacy Is strong”.

Does it mean that we don’t need
to add to the reserves?

QuantEco Research economist Vivek
Kumar says India should be highty
conservative in measuring the health of
our forex reserves, That Is, the more
reserves there are, the better - for the

Adequacy Ratio for
Emerging Markets or the ARA EM,

It comprises four components
reflecting potential drains on the
balance of payments: (1) export income
1o reflect the potential loss from a drop
In external demand or terms of trade
shock; (1) broad money to capture
potential residents’ capital flight
through the liquidation of their highly
liquid domestic assets; (1il) shoet-term
debt o reflect debn roll-over risks; and,

geop cal sivuation s causing
uncertalnty.

“We have not seen this level of
uncertalnty in geopolitics or
geoeconomics for maybe 2-3 decades. In
such an environment, it is best to watch
all our risk parameters than be
selective.”

bl.podcast 4#

' its other holdings denominated in US year or less), (iv) other liabilities to reflect other For more on the topic,
dollars. Per the report on [ndia’s external deb ortfolio outflows, tune into our podcast E
The increase in the value of gold has for the quarter ended September 2024, ‘The Fund notes that reserves in the with Vivek Kumar, s
also helped the reserves, which came out in December, the ratio range of 100-150 per cent of the Economist, QuantEco
Overall, India's forex reserves of short-term debt to forelgn exchange composite metric are considered Research

have dropped about 11.6 per cent since
the September high,
For context, forex reserves declined

reserves was 18.9 per centat
end-September 2024, which Is very
comfortable, It is more than likely that

broadly adequate for precautionary
OSCS.
According to a recent report by

ke
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Now s the time for Indiato

‘suto-Nagging of al sus

lous ncome, Funding of Anancial

mpartant to achveve healthcare

China's new Al comparyy, DeepSeek,  strengthen its technologica fnancial transacticns. technology services, at $1.9 bilion abjectives of developing countries
has created a stir in the global tech savereignty. SK Gupta this year, has shrunk for the third like India

industry K Jain ‘Ariject’ [ year in a row, which needs to be Apart from drug manufacturing,

Its open-source and low cost [—— reversed. diagnostics and medical aid abo
powerful Al models are nat anly Farm thrust Job creation, more than handauts, 5 need cooperation, Other than india
challenging Openal, Google, and A war of wits and skills’ This is with reference to, Wil the a mare sustainable wary to spur and the LS, Japan, Germany, France,

Meta but abso shaping a new
direction in the Al world

Apropos KB Governar flags rise in
digital fraudy’ (HBL, January 26),

Budget resurrect econamic
dynamism', (January 28). As the

scheme with sops for

rowth. An urban job guarantes

UK and htally have cormiderable
presence in healthcare.

These cauntries should coordinate
in the manufacture of bulk drugs
generics and branded drugs ina

labour-intensve industries is
needed
P Sundara Pandian

P—

For India, this is both an opportunity thaugh RBI Gavernor Sanjay
and achallerge. Mahotra may be fully justified in
These affordable madeks presere a faggng the rise in digtal frauds and
gokden cppartunity for start-ups and ses to establish robust
'( techcompanies, gvinga freshbaost  systems to thwart such attempts, the
to initasives ke Digital India and RES cata show that the number of
digral frauds has ugncantly
increased aver the last four years.
So banks must usher in ‘state of art
technclogy faciitatng the

gavernment locks at moving

towards its aspirations af a Viksit
Bharat by 2047, one of the critical
steps wauld be refarms nthe

advise bakanced manner to ersure

agriculture sector,
The upcaming Unian Budget should

heakhcare reaches majority of
populaticn. Rationale is to be
brought i on pricing that will
supplement drug security.

Healthcare for all
With reference to the article
‘Improving Heakh Securiy’ (lanuary

Atmanirbhar Bharse

However, f indigenous Al research is
nat pricritized, China's dominance
could surpass India's Al industry.

continue the focus on increasing
productivity and creating

L "Rumour is, they can make
olive oil with just peanuts!”

infrastructure in the agricuiture 28), coardnation between drug M

A
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sector and enable increase in rural manufacturing countries & s
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Semicon sector needs sops THEWIDER T

Apart from PLI, Budget should provide tax breaks B v mpT—— lﬂllmp

= s rcdraws the
US playbook

ajoke on X or it might

be a genuine question

from a Washington
insider, watching Trump rapidly upend
the world. Greenland one day, Colombia
the next, and it looks like he may seek to

s February approaches,
A everyone is looking ahead

to the Union Budget 2025,
The government’s primary focus
for this fiscal year Is expected to
be economic growth and

+

development,

The semiconductor
manufacturing industry is a key
area of focus in global economic
and strategic planning, mainly
due to its pivotal role in
high-performance computing, the
digiral economy, national security
and more or less, any
technological advancement.,
Given the recent geopolitical
developments, including the
China-Talwan issue and growing
unrest between China and the
West, major semiconductor
glants from the West and allied
countries like Taiwan, South
Korea and Japan are trying to
de-risk their investments from
China, which presents a
significant opportunity for India.
With the right policies and
infrastructure support, India
could position itself as a key
player in semiconductor
technology.

‘The Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme will likely
b 4

RIGHT POLICIES, Can make
India a key player in semiconductors

manufacturers: Similar to tax
holidays offered in other sectors,
Budget 2025 might introduce tax
exemptions or reduced tax rates
for semiconductor manufacturers
setting up new fabrication plants
(fabs) or manufacturing units,
These could help companies
offset the sizesble upfront

Blish

rmb back the Panama Canal soon. And
hey, what about Canada? Will he send
troops to make the resource-rich
country the S1st staron the US flag?
‘There’s no telling where Trump's
attention will veer next, One moment,
he’s demanding Denmark hand over
Greenland, the next he's sending
combat troops to the US-Mexican

border. Then, he’s sparking a diplomatic
row with Colombia by deporting illegal

in chains while

officers scour US cities for more to
expel. And let's not even starton H-18

visas and his push to remove birthright

citizenship for children born inthe

required

manufacturing facility.

Accelerated depreciation on
semiconductor manufacturing
equipment: Semiconductor
manufacturing equipment is
often capital-intensive, Budget
2025 may propose accelerated
depreciation on equipment used
In chip production, This would
allow companies to recover their
Investment more quickly, thereby

ing th 1

d or exg din
Budget 2025 to encourage more
semiconductor manufacturers to
establish or expand their
operations in India,

While the PLIscheme isa
positive initiative, it may not fully
address the multifaceted
challenges that the
semiconductor industry faces in

alone secured 8,140 H-1Bs

between April and September last year,

If children of Indlan tech workers face

uncertain citizenship, could the US lose

its appeal for skilled talent? Certainl:

many grads must be re-examining career

plans ina country that feels less
welcoming,
Wall Street hasn't really had much

time to react to the whirlwind of Trump

actions but it took a nosedive Monday
after the shock news that tiny Chinese
tech firm DeepSe
cheaper chips, has produced an

advanced Al model challenging the

g of
new pre bduction units.
Tax incentives for
export-oriented ductor

companies: Semiconductor
manufacturers involved in
exporting chips or related
rechnologies might receive
special tax incentives in Budget
2025. This could include

India. Compl y policies
focused on Infrastructur
technology development, talent
building, and research and
development are also required for
long-term success,

TAX EXPECTATIONS

In Budget 2025, several schemes
can be expected for the
semiconductor industry. Below
are the key direct tax expectations
for the semiconductor
manufacturing industry in Budget
2025,

‘Tax relief for R&D activities:
Budget 2025 may propose an
increase in tax deductions for
semiconductor companies
engaged in R&D. This could
include & higher rate of weighted
deduction (200 per cent or so) for
RE&D expenditures, making
Investing in next-generation

p from taxes on export
earnings or a reduction in export
duries vo make domestic products
more competitive in the global
market,

Taxation of foreign
investments: Considering key
factors such as lower operating
costs, a dynamic workforce, and
strong international diplomacy,
Indiais an attractive destination
for companies to invest in and
operate.

In countries like India, Forelgn
Direct Investments (FDI) in
semiconductor manufacturing
could be Incentivised through tax
holidays, reduced tax rates, or
special rebates on profits derived
from semiconductor operations.
Budget 2025 might focus on
easing FDI regulations to artract
maore International
semiconductor giants to set up

of arrogant Silicon Valley
glants, Nvidia, with its near-monopoly

onhigh-end Al chips production, saw its

value plunge by a staggering $600
billion, marking a record one da{ loss,
Meanwhile, #‘mmp'i plans to

are sending shockwaves through allied
nations. Across Europe, governments

are alarmed and even the super-rich at
the Davos summit are rattled, Canada

and Mexico, both close Washington

allies, only signed US trade agreements

last year, Now, the US wants more
concessions, As Financlal Times
columnist Gideon Rachman note
all agreements can be ripped up in
response to some new grievance or to

take advantage of a shift in the balance of

k, using significantly

hammer
Mexicoand Canada with crippling tariffs

Canada, Greenland,

on notice as Trump tests t

Aexico and Panama

he limits of

global power with tariffs and threats

power, then no trade deal is secure.”
However, Rachman observed a
sharply different sentiment in the
“global south” — across Africa, the
Middle East and Asia, including India
which are welcoming the US's blunt
approach, “There'll be no more
preaching, the human rights mask is off
and the US will say plainly what it
wants," said one diplomat. Still, Indlan
officials are just as baffled as the rest of
the world about Trump's next moves,

UNCERTAINTIES REMAIN
India s relieved to see pro-India Marco
Rubio as Secretary of State but
uncertainties remain. Nobody knows
There’s no telling where
Trump’s attention will
veer next. One moment,
he’s demanding Denmark
hand over Greenland,

the next he’s sending
combat tre ops o the
US-Mexican border

where the Trump bludgeon might land
next, Ina conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi he suggested
India should buy more US arms and
lower tariffs, Modl is likely to visit the
USsoon,

T'here's guarded optimism though in
India's IT sector, though, Trump's
policies historically have aimed at
driving US economic growth, which
could lead 1o increased I spending by
US-based businesses. The last Trump
administration reduced corporate taxes,
leaving businesses with more funds to
invest in technology and outsourcing, If
similar policies return, they could boost
demand for Indian I'T services. Even
under stricter visa regimes, there's
recognition of the need for skilled
forelgn tech workers, and Indian firms
could plug the gap. As for birthright
citizenship, there's hope it will get
bogged down In the courts for years,
delaying any immediate worry,

The country angriest about Trump’s
threats s unquestionably Canada,
Tramp’s plans to slap 25 per cent
across-the-board tariffs on Canadian
Imports have triggered vows of “robust”

counter-tariffs and talk of halting
JS-bound energy shipments. The
Canada border, famously the
“world’s longest undefended border"
has symbolised decades of neighbourly
cooperation. But some analysts saw
trouble brewing, “I've always thought
there may come a day when the US says:
“We want your water, your oil, your
minerals.’ That day might come sooner,”
says one analyst,

Trump added fuel to the fire by
posting on soclal media an image of the
Star-Spangled Banner over both the US
and Canada. Fox News host Jesse
Watters even aggressively asked Ontario
Premier Doug Ford: “What's your
problem with the US absorbing
Canada?” When Ford replied that
Canada is “not for sale," Watters called
the remark “personally insulting,"
adding, “Iwould consider itwould be a
privilege to be taken over by the United
States of America,”

1 Trump turms out to be serious about
expanding US borders, it's a move that
could unite both the global north and
south — in agreement that Trump's
brand of disruption Is bad news.

STATISTALK. ¢ On businessline.in
Popular sectors among PMS managers Budget 2025: Boasting
) : consumption for
When constructing their portfolio, fund managers of Portfolio Management Services (PMS) usually follow a bottom-up stimuhtin; growth
strategy. However, they also consider the sectors that these stocks are part of to assess how the shifting macro and other
environments can affect their portfolio. We take a look at the popular sectors that the PMS managers believe have :::'31"8:;:: "l“l"
e musi

promising prospects. The top four sectors — financlal services, capital goods, healthcare and IT — comprised about half of

semiconductor technologies manufacturing units in the the PMS | ’ have measures to boost
industry's assets as of December 2024,
more artractive to domestic country, sty consumption, such as
players, Increasing tax exemptions
‘Tax holidays or reduced tax The weiter s Senlor Director, Direct Tax, Sector-wise brealeup of PMS strategies Financial services Capital goods and creating a favourable

rates for semiconductor Neadigm %ol AUM Humber of strotegles held Number of strotegies held business environment
* Financisl Aovourive stece Fovourlte stocks myurt com/meahced
Others « Y sorvicas HOFC Bank 109 Bharat Eloctronks
ICICH Bank " Hindustan Aeronau
2 a3 » 1,
thehindubusinessline. — -y —— — How can India’s higher
Sarvites & -+ Capital . — education system promote
B TNV 3 By y s Polycab | ndia
T'WENTY YEARS AGO TODAY, e Y goods dye equitable growth?
Fuce +— Bajaf Finance 38 ABB India
y 29,2005 " * Healthcare Apart from the
January 29, 2005 Caneurver ¢ Kotak Madindra Bank 31 APL Apdle Tubes govemment incressing
ables ‘ v
P&G to buy Gillette for $57 b Auta Consurmer " BSE m CG Power & Indus public expenditure and
Procter & Gamble Ca, the biggest US hausehold-go plans to buy service focusing on improving
Glllette Co for $57 billion (¥2,50,800 crare), adding the workss bestseling line infrastructure, Anushi
of men's razors to brands including Pampers diapers and Olay siin creams Heat ™ i Tiwary calls for better

targeting of scholarships

Provident funds allowed to invest 5 pc in equities Mumber of strotegles held ' Number of strategies hold Mitpsc/imyurcom/26Prasdb

In a landmark development the Government has allowed s non-Government Favourite stocks Fovourkte stocks
provident funds, superannuation funds and gratuity funds to invest in equity Sun Pharma _n Infosys "
market. As per the revised guidelines, these funds can now invest up to five per : The Budget’s tightrope
,
cent of their total partfello in shares of companies that have an vestment Oiis Laboratories |NNET) Tuta Consuitancy Serv challenge
grade debe rating from at least two credit rating agencies, janta Pharma HCL Technologles
A T o The Budget has to strike

Aurabindo Pharma T

Perslstent Systems. a balance between

PSB officials may be out of CVC, CBI purview
fiscal consolidation and

The public sector barking industry might not be the same very soon with the

Nateo Pharma Oracle Financiy Serv
proposed new autonomy package promising to usher banks into a new world m long-term growth,
of freedom. Same of the issues weration are Torrent Pharma [JIIED) Coferge explains Arya Roy
remaving bank officials from the purview of the € cida m . Tech Mabindra Bardhan

determine compensation pack
salary packages and a go-ahead to ¢

hision /R combasatiny

e acquistion of private companies. Soarce: indyea P Bassas

® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2620

; 3 3 4 5 = ; EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Abrupt, rough mannered (5) 1. Bombastic in speech (13) Rug shaken very loudly with an abrupt manner (5) Ladger quit, and Ann turned bombastic in her
] (] 4, Dissoves In vach (7) 2. Turned upside-down (7) 4 Assimilates such books as have been abridged (7) uterance (13)
8. Prevent, ward off (5) 1. Shackle, restraint (6) B Turn away when an animal surgecn holds retriever's 2. Dude perhaps took writer In and turned him over (7)
9. Orinking-glass (7) 4. Separate from, head (5) 3. Abstainer broke free fram this restraint (6)
et 10 Acted; swindled (3) unfasten (6) 9. Acr erformer provides glass foe a pigeon (7) 4 Death awkward when about a hundred: send on special
" " 11 In a high degree, good (5) 5. Play, using money (6) swindled cne back and forth (3) service (6)
12 Wife of krigl 6. Find answer to problem 1. Be 50 goed as to do very well before Easter 5. Rigk a half-blue being engaged in sport (6)
13, Engagement of gears (4) 2. Find her in the three card trick (4) 6 About five flathsh may provide the answer (5)
1 13 14 18. Halved, and halved again (9) lows (7, 3. Stocking threadwork seen when hems are adjusted (4) 7. Make a concession in a top way after time in peisen (7,1,5)
. 20 Bottle-top (3) 14, Put in with one’s 8. Was divided in four for having lodgings sssigned (9) 4. Once Les has worked it out, put it in with one's letter (7)
5 16 7 21, Attempt at escaping letter (7) 20, Tell a better stoey of what may be shead of a schaalboy (3) 15, Steps that may be taken, in case (6)
) 10 55 accusation (7) 15, Indoor flight of steps (6) 21, The escaping of na ane, Sounds like a pig, being strung out (6)
22.Girl's name (5) 16, Pig sounds (6) 2 17. Fuss when offence is given up by handsome young
23, Long locks (7) A beautiful youth (6) 23, Lo hair one empheasises ¢ man (6)
24 Rope attached to sall (5) 19, No longer sleeping (5) 24,15 it this piece of paper printer puts tc 9. A thing a ship creates if it's vigitant (5)
21 2
SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2619
23 M4 ACROSS |, Free-whesled B. Elate 9. Succeed 10, Skittle 11, Navel 12, Augers 14, Cat-nap 18, Paint 19, Tallboy 21. Nawhere 23. Matze 24, Out-of-pockes
DOWN 1. Freesia 2. Erasing 3 Wheat 4. Easter 5. Lucinda 6. Dye 7. Model 13, Retreat 15 Niblick 16, Payment 17. itself 18 Pants 20. Limba 22. Wha
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Small steps by India, China
to defrost & normalise ties

he day that President Xi Jinping led Prime Minister Narendra

Modi towards the -’gom.m for the phn(n unity in Kazan,

Russia, in Octobe rn %-kmmm
towards takin lhn frost out of ndu(‘hlnllhl

to be read in Mr Xi tal

Was I
taking the lead that China was serious this time in its
advocacy of 0 to go beyond the border dispute, which (tself may be
nearer to satisfactory resolution as the disengagement process has been
completed in the last of the friction spots in Demchok an Dmn
1t 18 the promise of that day, spent on the sidelines of the BRICS mmmlt
that is bl intoa nmeofpuun in stepping into wmch India ma bn
signalling now that it is pmvnrud well d the "trust but ver
that saw it hold u) vr: o mmm direct flights nnd visas, besides
111 umn« the mumpl he Kallash Manasarovar Yatra,
ber of Kaillash pllgrims may be minuscule when mmurod
lulnl( llm three Mllln ple that the two countries host and who re|
sent nearly 40 per cent of the world's ulation. But the Yatra's sym! I
ism is very high given the sentiment attached to the strenuous journey
Indians undertake to visit the holy sites, A demand for direct flights has
n the alr for a while now in both countries
The 75th year of India- And m- Chinese would also like to see the
Indian visa process case somewhat to accommo-
dgri: more ﬂfll’ll citbmens. th
0 normalisation process is to resume wit
ovents, but it is the meatings at different Jevels and they would be
promise honest ' wholesome efforts that may
ve boen nwn an impotus at the meoting of
of skirmishes ng(vclal representatives last December when a
Mhﬁdmm int consensus was arrived at and again at
the mmlnn the foreign secretary Vikram
sides that should  hfisri held with two high Chinese officials in
be welcomed foreign minister, Wang Yi, and the minister of
heartlly now the international d ment of the Communist
Party of China Liu Jianchao this week
The presence of the foreign minister Wang Yi at the December md
January meetings with the NSA Doval and forelgn secretary Misrd cal
cloar signs that the peace thrust s coming from the very top ur the (‘hinm
hlenrc y. That it took a while to get the ball rolling may be owed to India
vings over lho burdar situation, the troop bulldup and the loldhur
u rs on the fron
Meanwhile, ln(lhll‘ mm point had arrived to dampen the calls for
peace with China approving the construction of the world's largest dam in
Tibet on the Brahmaputrs (named Yarlung Zangbo). It is to be read as
nno(hnr positive sign that bolh sides ummd at lh' vice mldmunrhl mmlm
ata on

ﬂnr rivers and hold a new round of mnlmn
1t does appear that a tranguil border as a metaphor for peace between
two most lous nations of the world is not looking as Imrmbahh as it
did even n vw months ago when the sticking points in the detalls of
had seemed The 75th year of India- (‘huu tles Il
to bo marked by ceremonial events, but it is the promise of an r
after nearly five yoars of tension in the aftermath of -klrmll)m leading to
lJoss of lives of soldlers on both sides that should be welcomed heartily now.

DeepSeek one-ups ChatGPT

nannouncement by one-year-old Chinese lumlp DeopSeck lbuul ity
new artificial has sen in
markets around the world, malmu Investors poorer by mmll il
Hons of dollars in just a couple of da;
The {ssue at stake 1s not the intr of & new Al but the
money that went into designing it. When ChatGPT, the world's first Al
assistant, was rolled out, it \vn lieved to cost sevoral billions of dollars,
d the feat in just a few millions,
which d-bunlwd the lden o( American superfority (n advance
tochnolog!
mnﬂeek also ended the Jong: lntll; myth of American exclusivit
advanced technologles, which boosi the market capitalisation lh-
American technology focussed stock oxthllmo Nusding l hy $14 trillion -
four times the size of Indlan economy — in just two yoa
When the whole premise of betting on U w:hnok nm:lu was found
hyped and without basis, the shock and bewllderment among investors is
lml natural. It also ralses questions over the Western world's ability to
compnw wllh dnvvll:x i countries like China or India.

“ﬂ Indla's work on its own Al model BharatGPT, which is based on
large langu, model, (s still in progress, its space missions like
(‘hnndnynn successfully shown the world that Indisns could do what
Americans did at the fraction of thelr cost.

American techn: commentators and Tesla founder Elon Musk
have nxg‘mnd doubts about the reliability of the cost numbers declared
by the Chinese startup and the cost of data learning by Al is pittance com-
pared to the overall cost involved in bullding the infrastructure,

However, when seven of the top 10 research universities in the world are
from China, as per Nature Research Lenders Index, lny country can ignore
it at ity own peril. India must focus on technology, instead of mere optics,
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Will fallout at home, abroad
restrain Trump disruption?

latoly after his
Janwary 20 inaugura-
tlon as Amwlcl s 4Tth

America
Great Again®. His will to
rule autocratically was

manifest
His remaking of A
covers I.lnmlmmnn Jus
tiew, bureasicracy, race -
latlons, gender, trade, de-
fence, forelgn relatians and
the enviranment. He threa
tens to buy. annex or oceu-
wmmry ranging from
ch. and
lh- leml Canal. But his
divarse coalition of support:

it concerns and  pro-
Judicos. The st will come
uickly as people ex;
Sﬂt econamic omdnm

to improve and immigra
ton controlled.

ip ban orders, which
reprosentatives of some
Democratrun states chal-
lenged 10 the courts,
Calombia refused permis-
slon to US lz:llhry IIN!:‘R
carrying  doportees. Mr
Trump promptly imposed
tariffs on Colombian ex-
rty, including coffee and
h flowers, 3
denly, the lssue was ro-
solved. Colombia’s Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro, howev-
or, wmm.mm Mr

Trumyp, w
erlea's nrlnl tm-uml md

i‘ ;x'ﬂm ns Ilny wlll
“Mpe Jout the  humaj

lpl“hvi tolorated past ty
ing past tor:
ture, ho sald he resonted
“white slavers” like Mr
Trump, He noted that the
Panama Canal's land was
Calomblan, and thus |t
to them, Pmunu
Petro’s mllnmllmc nw
sots i procedent and
ly warning to Mr ‘l\‘\u'np(
unilateralism has a diplo

matic ml
WL Mr Trumyg
orate his anti lmmlmnl

Trump 2.0 isn't the
old Trump plus

scowl. He is a
determined
disruptor shaping
the US as per the
MAGA agenda. India
along as

can
geot undermined

H

went downhill, especially
after the outbreak of the
&wldlipﬂkﬁmlrw

and limited sorios of depor-
tations, The Indian
vernment haw indicated
willingness to

Toes, A
s deportation of an esti-
mated 11.7 million illegal

Global concern Hngers
over Mr Trump's lhre-l of
of 10 per

ports, with
China, Mexioo and Canada
facing higher rates. In addi-
ton to imbalanced trade,
mlnn allogndl: y«m fon'
iyl precursars while the
ahn two bclllmn iyl
tmmigration and fentanyl
Criiat sk povpars 10
ernment mi pare to
i on 5 o

lower goods to
appense Not
invit Prum Minster

N ra Mndl for his mlu—

s e
e m\!yu lwk

ralses some questions. ll
Mr Trump nursing some
hurt, perhaps
about Mr Mod| not meeting
him last yoar despite Mr
Trump publicly lnnmmc
Ing It ar perhaps
lower dlplamam- prlorlty
for Mr Trump, focused
mainly on ("nlm Russia
and  lsrwel?  TikTok's
deferred ban and presiden-
thal associate Elon Musk's
close China ties, due to
Tosln's  electric  vehicle
it -

US to strengthen India
notogieadly and mmunry
Trum ik warmly hote
ly
Chinese  President  Xi
Jinping at Mara-Lago, The
relationship subsequently

raine and Gnn wars. He
boasted be could end

lmlllullmnrlnmldw
He skipped even mention.
u in his inaugurnl
m h. In his y

mlm y
sident Viadimir Putin to
and the war or face serious

;'mmse Gulf ol pro-
o
ducers to hwnmfx
tan. Logicaly tha could

tlon, I that co
on Mr Putin,
Gulf rulers may not

April-October were
40 per cent of its total ol
tmparts,

On Israol-Palestinian re-
lations, Mr Trump first cla.
imed credit for the Gaza
consefire, then withdrow

take more Pudestinian ref-
ugees to enable Geza's de-
population, Again, it so-
s al s with most

housing dests by lsra
ol lu:l‘: and [seand wantl-
g o demolish the tunnel
system fully, people m:“;,:ln

their proper-
tles, Unwilling to enter this

mess, Jordan rejected the

US alms to give lsrnel
nd control in the

Padestinian state, mostly in
the West Blnk pock-
marked by Israell settle-
ments. Jured Kushner, Mr
nrum trvlaw, drafted
a US peace plan with
I’llnllnlnn dilphcnmnl
hopud uld lh'l;?lu ate
it Wﬂ itate

Saudi Arabia joining the

Abraham Accords,

during Mr Trump's first
term, which normalised Is-
rael’s velations with Bah-
rin and the UAR initially,
In X0, That agreement wis
1o creato an [rsn-containing
Middie Eastern alliance.

Mr Trump rolling back
America’s lcumm
Initintives of President
Biden will negatively W
act the world, With Elon
Musk mn‘m‘v neo-
Nt party Alternative for
Germany (AMD) and Mr

mvllml 1o the inau
only right- \wlt:}
l af unwrmnmu
Argenting, Hungary and
Italy Mustrates the threat to
the domestic politics of
Nato allies, llv:n-nlly de-
mand; 'S merger
with the us 18 n coarsely
unfriendly ch to o
muhhnu an ally. Mr
Trump's time u Hmited,
with the US mid-term elec-
tions due In 2026 The
Indian

realise  that
shows and nllmry wlone
may no ‘: work,
Trump 20 fsn't the old

lmwl He ds a

lnq me U‘l “;- prr lmlmA

l lhos widedined. lmlh un
y adong as mass disrup-

I

ulckly wl

:‘m ly domestic -ll.num

The writer is a former

secrotary in the
alliirs ministry. He tweots
af iambkesingh.

LETTERS

For the last few years, a
trend has been estab-
lished to confer the
Padma Awards on unsung
heroes. This year, too, was
the same. The services of
a 102-year-old female
social worker were recog-
nised. A 101-year-old
woman freedom fighter,
Libia Lobo Sardesai, who
set up an underground
radio station during the
Goa liberation struggle, a
96-year-old woman shad-
ow puppetry master from
Karnataka and a 70-year-
old visually impaired
homeopathic doctor from
Maharashtra are among
30 "unsung heroes" who
were chosen for the
Padma Shri award on the
eve of Republic Day.

Yashpal Ralhan
Jalandhar

EC MUST ACT NOW!
R.IP umlzn lrI:;m to m:yﬂl;hi‘l
defoat” (Jun, 2, 1 am shocked beyond
mmm(ommlmnﬂwpﬂr\y
at the Cs 00p %0 low as to

itre coubd st
d-libinhly disrupt Dalhl‘l water
ply to ensure the defeat of the AAP,
This is a criminal offence and
cannot dmy its constitutional re
nbl.llly o vorm' the veracity of h»
before any

Incident oocurs due to the alleged mix-
ing of palson in the water. The
Election Commission must give a
patient hearing to Delhi chief minister
Atishi and get to the bottom of the mat:
tor without any deluy.

Kolkata

COLLATERAL DAMAGE

lice have not exactly

Ing the I
Jow ks wald to have kst his job as well as
his soon-to use of the

Kumar
AWRIED, the
wmdﬂ [ 5 The mﬂh digleal
Smartphone Skil]s cmmm. v and 'lnm?n: mum'a{wm::m"&nh w:m muwmmnp&ﬂ.: mdum"mhhmmnl
Nat Mzuxmm Indin mis- findings provided an of d preivacy, and minuvhwhd-m rondiness to to an inereasingly | depery
T 200 mmmmmmmh muwmmﬂ"m% mwimhu ol In suboptimal :‘hum nma'ﬁmn:%g
gTOWlngaS dlgtal &nmm stands out o o mmmawmhuﬂ with fornales ble caline, mmﬁuﬂuummmm
Mmpm:-n 0 make covering 606 districts in 26 states and  theve s o in education related dig dial largescade data will be crucial,
dj .d brid ane person in every rural Y ly literate. Union ﬂlﬂw ot acth mln o the solf dﬁ it .Mh.nq_ﬂrmmhw
Vl ege‘m Mmommmmw w“(muhnn&u tal tasks. with a text prompt shown to youth with — powerment, vurul youth the toals t navi-
" mu:ﬁtl-mmchlh 's future eco- gn:mn-ﬂlnﬁnm 14 Nm - ym s proficlen =u.-n
ummmwmmw MMlm.u'y n::uunmn-m vgm\‘um' " m::m- km lr::ﬂHn g o
m‘?hmlyuh-dmlma d*-.- i h good m m.mu‘wm"{-ﬁmu SER Contre,




INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

REJUVENATION AND
DIVESTMENT OF PSUs
CAN GO TOGETHER

HERE has been a perceptible slowing of disinvest-
ment of public sector units in recent years. Atsuch a
time, the government seems to be planning to boost
investment in a few PSUs that have remained unsold.
A recent report quoting government documents says
that the Union government has a blueprint to commit nearly
213,000 crore to revive two state-owned units it had earlier
failed to sell. Divestment plans have also been put on hold
for nine state-run units including Madras Fertilizers, MMTC
and Hudco. Ina sharp departure from the Nehruvian legacy
of percelv prises as the ling heights
of the ", Finance Mi Nirmala Sitt in
2021 declared the government would exit or shut down non-
slraneglc PSUs, except ina few core sectors such as power,
tand d

Dlvestnwnt targets have often been missed: in the last four
years, they have been successively scaled back. So far in
2024-25, PSU stake sales have brought in 29,000 crore, com-
pared to the budgetary target of 250,000 crore. Look at it
another way: the government has mostly preferred to sell
off minority stakes, while holding on to ownership in other
enterprises. Of the 24.20 lakh crore raised from disinvest-
ment in the 10 years till the end of 2023, T3.15 lakh crore was
accounted for by the sale of minority stakes,

There is no doubt public enterprises serve an important
economic and social purpase. Divestment cannot be an ideo-
logical formula, A case-by-case appraisal is the best way for-
ward. There is no option but to divest or close companies that
have become a drain on the exchequer For instance, there
was no way the government could turn around Air India,
which was 261,000 crore in the red at the time of the sell-off.
In an interview in 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
said: “Inany developing country in the world, both the publie
sector and the private sector have a very important role to
play. You can’t suddenly get rid of the public sector; nor should
you." A great number of our PSUs have immense asset value
and most turn in profits, Financlal pundits should cease to
look at PSU divestment as ‘budgetary income’, and instead
see how the more promising among them can be nurtured.

REIN IN PROFITEERING
MICROFIN INSTITUTIONS

4 "

fear of micr
of kmuhaagﬂppednlralxamamkn—mmmgolhm
some have fled from home or ended their lives. Stories
of dlstmss have come in from several districts includ-
ing . Kodagu, Haveri and Belagavi. A
woman in Mngudl town on Bengaluru's outskirts claimed
that a company staffer was harassing her to sell her daugh-
ters’ kidneys to clear her loans; the woman has already sold
one of her own kidneys to repay a part. There are allegations
of recovery agents stalking women borrowers and even selz-
ing properties, forcing families to desert home and hearth.

The spate of suleides and migration has turned the focuson
the state government's inability to rein in microfinance insti-
tutions (MFls), some of which have morphed into loan sharks,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah met microfinance officlals, an-
nounced stern steps against those adopting eriminal methods
to recover loans, and promised a new law to protect borrowers.
’l‘he police have been directed to file eriminal charges against

pressure; helplines have been set up,
too. Knrnamkn has 31 licensed MFIs with 58,367 crore in loans
glven to 1.07 crore accounts. Some of these institutions are
allegedly violating interest norms and upper credit limits set
by the RBL While the central bank set a ¥2Jakh credit limit,
some MFIs are giving up to 6 lakh, forcing the poor into a debt
trap. Meanwhile, the business has grown manifold in the
state—from 42 lakh clients in 2013 to 1 crore in 2022,

The state government is blaming the RBI for failing to set
stringent checks. With the central bank deregulating interest
rates in 2022, MFIs now charge 1545-26 pervent interest per
year: This borders on the usurious compared to home and
auto loans. It is ironical that MFls, set up to disburse collat-
eralfree microloans with the aim of alleviating poverty, em-
powering women and giving an entrepreneurial boost to the
rural economy, have been given a free hand at profiteering.
Tocurb such practices, the state plans to strengthen the Kar-
nataka Microfinance Institutions (Regulation of Money-
Lending) Bill. It should also negotiate an upper limit on MFI
interest rates. A change in attitude is required, as the bor-
rowers are largely unlettered people with unsteady incomes,
It is eruel to leave them at the mercy of loan sharks.

TIME TO BE PRECISE
O F all the ‘one nation’ campaigns, the one alming at ‘one

time' may seem the oddest. After all, we do have the In-

dian Standard Time, which is calculated along the longi-
tude at Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh. The days when Chennal,
Kolkata and Mumbai had their own times are long gone, as
is former Assam CM Tarun Gogol's call to revert to ‘Bagan
time' of the tea estates. The government is now working with
the National Physical Lal yand Isrotod IST
with an accuracy of micr ds from five gy labs,
Given that such precision is vital for sectors as diverse as
navigation, telecom, power, banking and digital governance,
it’s indeed a step towards greater security and efficiency.

e

N an 1840 essay, Thomas Carlyle
described economics as the ‘dis-
mal science’. Attempts to elevate
the discipline involves the use
of mathematics and statistics,
which John Maynard Keynes
thought was limited by its as-
sumptions and simplifications usually
hidden in unhelpful symbols and equa-
tions. Fellow economist Kenneth Bouldi
concluded that quantitative tools brought
bath 'rigor’ and 'mortis’ to economics,
While much of economics only pro-
ik ployment for and is
aveneer of learning to decision making,
some tenets are indeed insightful.

First, supply and demand of goods and
services is the basis of life and economic
activity Around 60 percent of global na-
tional income is driven by consumption.
While policymakers focus on maintain-
ing the right level of demand, the supply
n(essemialslike water, food, energy and

&E

ability to pmduue sufficient raw materi-
als is hampering the transition to lower-
emission power generation.

The price of a product is where sup-
ply and demand equate in a market-
clearing equilibrium. So a growing im-
balance between demand and supply is
likely to underpin increasing price
pressures for many products.

Price sends off signals, with high pric-
es decreasing demand and bringing new
supply online to match it. It leads to boom-
bust cycles as markets try to reach a sus-
tainable balance. Businesses consolidate
and try to lower competition, creating
barriers for new entrants, by means fair
or foul, to optimise profits. Oligopolies or
monopolies in industries like technology.
retailing, telecom and airlines manage
supply to maintain prices. Items where
demand increases as the price increas-
es—called Veblen goods—explain the per-
verse characteristics of luxury products
where affluent consumers purchase high-
priced items as a status symbol.

Second, externalities. These are posi-
tive or negative side effects of economic
actions that affect a third party not direct-
1y related. Investment in healthcare, edu-
cation, infrastructure and research and
development improves general workforce
quality, productivity, civic participation
mdqunlltyof Itlefarsociety at large.

imen-
tal effects of human activities, like pollu-
tion. Mining has frequent environment
consequences, responsibility for which is
transferred by private enterprises to the
general population. Carbon emissions are
the negative impact of insatiable human

ECENT senate hearings to
confirm Donald Trump's cabi-
net picks brought into sharp
contrast the candidate for US
secretary of defence, Pete Heg-
seth, and the secretary of state,
Marco Rubio. Tammy Duck-
worth, a senator from [llinois, took
Hegseth for not being able to identify
any ASEAN member state, or the impor-
tance of even one of the members and
the nnmreu( ties they had with the US.
to the

( When people are determined on a mode of conduct
which they know to be wrong, they feel injured by

Economics assumes rational decisions and efficient markets,
though the world does not work that way. Yet, some tenets of
the discipline hold up an essential mirror to human behaviour

MAKING SENSE OF
INSENSIBILITY WITH
THE DISMAL SCIENCE

A

SATYAJIT DAS

! Hul 1N
T
Formes barkesr and author of
The Age of Stagneton

demand for energy. Private consumption
decisions such as use of a private vehicles
rather than public transport exacerbates
climatic changes. Good government re-
quires measures to enhance the positive
and minimise the negative externalities.

Third, the ‘tragedy of the commons’.
The controversial concept argues that
unfettered access to a finite, valuable re-
source will lead to overuse, and its de-
struction will continue as users who ex-
ercise restraint will be supplanted by
other users who are unwilling to curb
their activities. Examples include -
tion of the air, land, waterways and even
space, as well as over-exploitation like in
land clearing and logging.

Overfishing of international waters
has left almost 80 percent of all fish

SHANKARI
SUNDARARAMAN

species with unsustainable popula-
tions. Aquaculture, a response to fall-
ing fish stock, perversely creates its
own side-effects damaging habitats
from nutrient and antibiotic runoffs.
Climate change is another example
where Earth is used without regard for
the impact on neighbours and future
populations. Overpopulation of the
planet, because every individual has the
right to choose the number of its off-
spring, is the ultimate tragedy.
Fourth, the ‘free rider’ problem-—over-
burdening of a shared resource by over-
use by people who do not pay a fair share.
It is related to, but is different from, the
tragedy of the commons. Individuals in
the commons deplete a resource in ac-
cordance with their personal interest,

HOW ASEAN CAN RIDE OUT
THE TRUMP 2.0 CHALLENGE

HEH I
I

Protessor at Schoolof Intesstional

Studies, lawahadal Netes Univesity

ASIANAXIS

Indonesia will continue to play a role in

focused on Japan South Korea and
Australia, which are traditional mili-
tary allies of the US. Leaving out the
ASEAN and the Pacific Island states
reflected a minimalist understanding
of what the mgim repmems‘

Inwl be a damage control
exercise, secremrvo( state Marco Rubio,
during his interaction with Duckworth,
was able to reassert the diplomatic im-
portance of the ASEAN and responded
with clarity on how the bloc remains
eritical to any understanding of region-
al stability in the Indo-Pacific.

From these two hearings, indications
of a see-sawing effect seem visible, We
will focus on three major areas. First,
how the role of Indonesia in the wider
context of the ASEAN and Indo-Pacific
would be critical, especially as it tries to
find a balance between the US-China ri-
valry in the region. Second, the role of
Malaysia, which will be important as the
current chair of ASEAN. Third, how dif-
ferent layers of multilateralism will
have to coexist in the wider Indo-Pacific,
with the Quad and ASEAN having to bal-
ance their individual roles.

First, let's look at Indonesia, whose

ing issues of green energy, tcch

nology and climate change globally; t
Prabowo’s visit to New Delhi wlll
deepen bilateral ties. For both nations,
security of the Indo-Pacific is based on

-

Maintaining the centrality of ASEAN
will be difficult with Donald Trump

in power, as he did not even appoint
an ambassador to the bloc during

his last tenure. The roles of Prabowo
Subianto-led Indonesia and Malaysia
will be critical within the group as it
negotiates the rising China-US tensions

President Prabowo Subi was
the chief guest at last week’s Republic
Day parade in New Delhi. Under his
leadership, Indonesia will follow a
more nationalistic foreign policy and
will not hesitate to assert itself. Indone-
sia's recent entry into the BRICS
alters the older approach to foreign
policy Its role in the region will be im-
portant as it remains the primus inter
pares in the region with unstinting
support to ASEAN.

Following Trump 1.0's unveiling of a
Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy in
November 2017 and the Quad meeting
later that year. Indonesia led ASEAN to-
wards framing its own outlook on the
Indo-Pacific. As a member of the G20,

inter law and rules, providing a
stable architecture. Strengthening bilat-
eral ties at this time will allow them to
contribute to regional stability even as
the Trump 2.0 era sees an exacerbation
of tensions in the region.

Second, Malaysia will be the chair of
ASEAN for 2025 and will be focusing on
growth
as a key priority. The region is continu-
ing to recover from the impact of the
pandemic. The ASEAN Comprehensive
Recovery Framework is focusing on ar-
eas like pubhc health, deepening eco-
nomic integration and strengthening
intra-regional initiatives to address the
TECOVETY Process.

For Malaysia, the challenge will be
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tackling tariff-related disruptions and
Main-
taining the cemmmv of ASEAN proc-
esses will be difficult, especially as the
earlier Trump administration did not
even appoint an ASEAN ambassador,
undermining the importance of the
grouping. ASEAN's core multilateral
processes will likely face pressure, for
example, the East Asia Summit and the
ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting-
Plus. Without the participation of major
powers, these initiatives will remain in-
consequential in their agendas.

While the Joe Biden administration
gave equal importance to all these, the
Trump administration may place a high-
er priority on the Quad mechamsm T‘hE

the expectation of anything better from them

while in the free-rider problem individu-
als benefit without contributing as there
is no cost associated with doing so.

Citizens generally want to enjoy serv-
ices like roads, public parks and
amenities without contributing to its
constructi upkeep. Indivi may
refuse to get vaccinated, as occurred dur-
ing the Covid pandemic, on the assump-
tion that everybody else will reduce their
personal exposure to infection. Individu-
als seek out free online services and soft-
ware, which is in fact subsidised by ad-
vertisers or other users.

The free rider problem is also evident
in international affairs. Many European
and Asian countries use the expensive
American defence umbrells to reduce ex-

their ity Adh

economies seeking to lower their carbon
footprint have cynically relocated pollut-
ing heavy industries, like manufacturing
of steel and some chemicals, to emerging
countries that must bear the cost of the
environmental damage. Many countries
and industries today are hoping that oth-
er actors will reduce their carbon emis-
sions, while profiting from the benefits to
the env with no direct cost.

The problem is that no party would
voluntarily produce goods or services
under these conditions; the shared
item is not provided or must be made
available with public money.

nally, the idea of the ‘corner solution’
highlights difficulties in decision making
when the chooser is either unwilling or
unable to make a trade-off between choic-
es, We want endless government services,
but want taxes to be low. We demand low
prices, but want to be paid well and decry
exploitation of workers. We are unwill-
ing to sacrifice our living standards to
mitigate carbon emissions.

These principles identify key tensions
in our social and economic fabric. It is
about the best allocation of resources—to
whom, how, at what price, and all while re-
dmhgﬂmndvemeiﬁc(ur our decisions.

rational decisi
andeﬂlcmlmarkm&nmrwudduﬂ
logical and people are imperfect. Our theo-
rems are frequently little more than elabo-
rate justifications for egocentric, adaptive
and pathological selfishness, which we
criticise in others but justify in ourselves,

Humanity's major challenges require
cooperative, not individual, solutions.
On the other hand, Jane Austen feared
that there was no cure for selfishness. In
Cloud Atlas, novelist David Mitchell con-
cluded that it would eventually spell the
extinction of the human species.

(Views are personal)
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Interstate cooperation

Ref: Fiscal prodence: Ocisha and other states
can learn from each other (Jan 28). The
editorial discusses principles for sustainable
ecomomic health and presents a road map to
achieve this. All states must understand the
Importance of sharing knowledge, working
Inrh!v and adopting best practices.

NR Jagannath, Bengalury

Boosting Odisha

The state is rich, yet the people are poor. Coal
royalty and GST returns have been impactful.

What is required now is a boost to agricultural
production and industrial exploration to

tontinue with the advantage.
summ’s'.nu

Root cause

Ref: Need to shift gears after a decade of

Beti Bachao (Jan 28). Despite progress in
education and health, the sex ratio at birth
remains skewed. It's time to take the bull

by the horns and address the root causes of
pender inequality. The goverament must think
outside the bax and implement policies that
promote pay parity and women's employment.
Raju Kollury, Kakinada

Regional peace

Ref: indis and (hing agree to resume Kaitash
Mansavovar Yatra [Jan 28). 1t is 2 wekome note
that India and China are resuming the Kailash

Indo-Pacific E Fr

(IPEF) initiated under Biden had a ﬂex
ible approach, letting countries opt for
any of the four pﬂlarsftrade supply
chains, gr gy and a fair

With the emphasis on multilateralism
itself reducing under Trump, the IPEF
may not evolve further.

For the Indo-Pacific, the issue of ma-
jor power rivalry is almost a given.
ASEAN's concerns revolve around how
implications of this will impact the re-
gion. How will states within ASEAN re-
adjust to the shifting priorities? How
will ASEAN manage great power ten-
sions over the next four years?

There will undoubtedly be a layering
of security options in the region. With
bilateral tensions between the US and
China once again dominating the scene,
the focus on evolving multiple layers in
the regional architecture will be the key
to addressing issues of common con-
cern. The capacity of ASEAN to exhibit
dynamism in its centrality and evolve
mechanisms such as a possible ASEAN
Quad dialogue may address some core
concerns, even as it copes with rising
tension in its backyard.

(Views are personal)
(shankarif@mail jnu.ac.in)

ngs. P BNo 3062 Lissie Road, Emakutam North

Yatra. Both nations coming together
on many bilateral platforms will bring peace in
the region. it will definitely help safepeard the
tights and interests of the Global Seuth.

v Mohan Rao, Thalassery

Waqf amendments

Ref: Wagf BAI gets JPC nod with 16
amendments {lan 28). It is good to know that
the joint pariiamentary committee examining
the Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2024 adopted

all & amendments proposed by members

of the ruling NDA and rejected every changs
suggested by the oppesition. Committee
chairman Jagdambika Pal has had a tough
time as the opposition members tried every
method to scuttle the bill.

KV Raghuram, Wayanad

National code

Ref: Ukhand Ist state to implement (ACC,
portal launched { Jan 28). Uttarakhand's
move to implement the Unifoem Civil Code
needs to be applauded. However. since
the constitutional directive is to have a
UCC throwghout the teeritory of India, it
would be appropeiate for the Union
povernment to enact such a code th
parliament rather than each state enacting a
sz:m!! code for the state.

KR Jayaprakash Rao, Mysury
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Maritime Resolve

he g g maritime par India

and Indonesia reflects a broader uglxmal alignm-

ent to counter increasing Chinese assertiveness in

the South China Ma The cull by lhc leaders of both na-
tons to resolve d in ce with

law, particularly the United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), signals a unified approach to

ensuring stability in the Indo-Pacific. China's expansive

claims in the South China Sea, marked by its “nine-dash

line," overlap wuh lhc cxcluslvc economic zones of sev-

eral nations, i This | asser-

liun ol' sovereignty, cuupled with aggrcsslvc actions like

g ships and

uned

dly rejected China’s terri-
torial claims that cncmaLh on its exclusive economic
zone in the Natuna Islands region. India’s stance on the
matter has been consistent and principled. As a nation
A to a rules-based inter | order, India
has supported Asean nations in maintaining their sover-
ecignty and maritime rights. The reiteration of these prin-
ciples during the Indonesian President's recent visit rein-
forces New Delhi's resolve to protect freedom of naviga-
tion and the lawful use of the seas. This partnership und-
erscores the shared und ding that a stable i
domain is vital not only for regional security but also for
the economic prosperity of billions of people dependent
on these waters, This partnership also aligns with India's
broader Indo-Pacific vision, which emphasises inclusiv-
ity, security, and economic lgmwlh By backing the full
implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea and urging the early con-
clusion of a substantive Code of Conduct, India and
Indonesia are scndlng a clear message: the u-glun must
adhere to estat | norms, an
actions will not go unct 1. Beyond g
the collaboration has economic undertones. Both natio-
ns have emphasised the use of local currencies for bilat-
eral trade, mang to reduce dependence on the US dollar
and financi ion. This move not only
deepens uonumlc ties but also underscores the strategic
d 1 vul bilities in an
lmm&smgly um:erlain global environment. India and
Indonesia's alignment is significant not just bilaterally
but regionally. It reflects the growing need for middle
powers to take the lead in ensuring regional stability. As
China seeks to expand its influence and American cond-
uct becomes whimsical, partnerships like this become
critical in balancing power dynamics. The shared emph-
asis on maritime security, freedom of navigation, and
g ¢ Lo international law sets a late for other
nations in the region to follow. In the Iar};er context, this
ol

e

and collective action. The South China Sea disputes are

not just about territorial claims - they represent a con-

test for control over critical trade routes and natural

resources. By standing together, India and lnduncsha de-
that mid-si

1 nations can c ively count-
er-balance larger powers, ensuring that rcgiunal stabuily
is maintained am.rfhn rule of law prevails.

Yoon indicted

he indictment of South Korea's impeached Presi-
dent on charges of insurrection marks a historic
and mbcrlng moment for the nation. Yoon Suk
Yeol's attempt to impose martial law in Dccumbcr was
a dramatic escalation of political

Vol. CXXXXXIX 24

dget Imperatives

The current economic landscape in India presents both opportunities and
challenges, requiring a delicate balance between growth-oriented policies
and inclusive development. A comprehensive approach to economic
governance could involve reassessing tax structures, promoting innovation
across sectors, and strengthening regional economic cooperation both at
home and abroad. Additionally, our policymakers must remain vigilant
about global economic trends

n India, January every year ushers in a
and

how our pharma industries helped save mil-

euphoric moment for
businessmen alike due to the old debate
built around the general budget with n
largely reductionist approach fi

lions of lives worldwide during the Covid-19
crisis. Hence the government needs to enc-
ourage the developmenl ol valu.nhle yet low-
cost as ion in and

mainly on the income tax ceiling. The pur-
pose here, however, is to broaden our un-
derstanding of the dynamics of India’s evol-
ving political economy, and its current trend
and direction, because a vibrant democracy
without creative efforts to reset economic
governance is inconceivable.

It is a daunting challenge before the
nation because without reforms

bioinformatics. Simultaneously we cannot
forget the role of NGOs and SHGs working
in remote localities who complement gov-
emment in service delivery and reduce pres-
sure on public institutions, hence requiring
reinforcement to enhance lhmr posuhm

environment to altract investments and pro-
mote growth. This promotional aspect has

. OF THE ANN

AN VOICES

UNDP looks forward to
addressing most
pressing challenges
with Viet Nam in new
development phase

or over four decades, UNDP
has supported Viet Nam in the

achievement of its national

development goals. Today, this
means supporting Viet Nam in the pro-
motion of a dynamic and expanding
economy. An economy that is inclu-
sive, environmentally sustainable, and
effectively governed.

As we move into the second quar-
ter of the 21st century, the challenges
Viet Nam faces are increasingly com-
plex, reflecting a world economy lh.nl
is ever more
interdependent, and dynamic. Geopo-
litical tensions and uncertainties

| around trade add a further layer of

complexity.

Following several years of slower
economic growth, General Secretary
Td Lam has brought a new energy and
urgency to Viet Nam's socioeconomic
development agenda, including the
dual goals of becoming a high-income
economy and reaching net zero emis-
sions by 2050,

During his October meetings with
UNDP's global leadership in New York,
the General Secretary notably recog-
nised UNDP's past contributions to
Viet Nam's development, as well as its

o be kept in mind in the budget,

ial for fulure ©

that is, to facilitate reforms with i

of the

and the need to negotiate with the regional
elites, taking into account state-level reali-
ties, caste, class and tradition-stricken com-
munities populating constituencies, so that
their approach and response to market-
friendly reforms could be favourably mobi-
lized. For example, land maps, the Land

So, the

A ition Act, a domain of the state, are

may thrive from SEZs bul penple attach

not only will our growth curve plateau but
s0 the equity aspect, even within an over-
all neoliberal competitive scenario, will be
scuttied. At the same time, we need to be
cautious that now the new anxiety of
HMPYV virus might enguif the Chinese
economy. Moreover, the situation in
Bangladesh might challenge expected per-
formance of sub-regional groupings like
BBIN, BIMSTEC, apart from India's Look
East policy. As a result, efforts to woo for-
elgn investment may not be as successful
at the moment.
The current economic landscape in

mmmnm
‘science, 5dno Kanno sirsha

India presents both and chal-
lenges, requiring a delicate balance
between growth-oriented policies and
inclusive development. A comprehensive
approach to economic governance could
involve reassessing tax structures, promot-
mg innovation across sectors, and

universi mmunﬂu
ity, Purifs, ane

an important tool for private investment, of
course, without fomenting grassroot resent-

nt.

So, while a vision like “Vikshit Bharat
2047" could be an ambitious rhetoric on the
part of the central leadership, we have to be
pragmatic to situate our proposed reforms
wuhm a (mm?wurl of multiculturalism and
a Today this di
is not always conciliatory towards the Cen-
tre. Also we cannot just go on talking about
meeting regional demands and reaching out
to the emerging East Asian or Central Asian
markets without § our own

partnership.
Looking more closely, we see an
alignment between many of UNDP's

Viét Nam News.

global objectives and Viet Nam's devel-
opment priorities. These include the
further reduction of poverty, expand-
ing access to decent work, increasing
eonmmlc resilience to climate change,
effective,
and inclusive institutions, and advanc-
ing gender equity across all sectors.
Currently, UNDP works with
national authorities across many of
these policy areas, including the pro-
motion of inclusive economic growth,
innovation, digitalisation, climate
resilience, energy transition, the rule
of law, development finance, and
of essential social serv-

“demographic dn-ldend or the need to che-
ck from tl neigh-

ices. As Viet Nam embarks on a new
phase, UNDP looks for-

bourhood. We undemand the historic roots
of such contemporary issues but the Centre

more value to support structures that pro
vide them social and psythaloglml rellel
without which trust is

is on why the share of educated
youth among all unemployed people is

ward to deepening this partnership
and addressing the country’s most
pressing challenges together.

While Viet Nam's economy has

steadily increasing or, as noted pm-
ent Jean Dreze has stated, that

Hence the has to think out of

ening regional economic cooperation both

the box to ensure accountability as a vital
isite to

at home and abr our poli-
cymakers must remain \dgﬂanl about glnbal

sense. Since we are talking about the politi-
of the Indian state, let’s look

trends, now fro; cal
health and geopolitical concerns that muld
impact India’s trajec-

the country into its deepest political crisis in ‘decades.
‘The charge of insurrection - a crime punishable by life
imprisonment or even death - reflects the gravity of his
actions and their implications for South Korea's demo-
cratic fabric. Mr Yoon's declaration of martial law, osten-
sibly to protect the nation from “anti-state” forces, was
less about national security and more about clinging to
power. Faced with mounting corruption scandals, dead-
lock over a budget bill, and investigations into his cabinet
ministers, Mr Yoon chose to circumvent the democratic
process. His televised announcement, which sought to
suspend parliamentary activity and tighten control over
the media, added up to an audacious er grab that
exposed the [ragility of South Korea's democratic insti-
tutions when tested by authoritarian impulses. Yet, what
followed was a testament to the resilience of South Kore-
an democracy. Within hours of his declaration, Parliam-
ent convened in an emergency session. In an extraordi-
nary show of unity, lawmakers from across the political
spectrum - including members of Mr Yoon's own party
- voted to block the martial law order. This decisive
action not only halted Mr Yoon's attempt to consolidate
power but also reaffirmed the strength of institutional
checks and balances in a moment of crisis. The after-
math, however, has been anything but orderly, Mr Yoon's
impeachment on December 14 led to weeks of political

tory and foreign investment prospects.

On the other hand, India’s economic
health will depend not on short-term adjust-
ments like the central bank’s repo rate, but
on long-term vision. Since the 18th Lok
Sabha election in early 2024, when the B]P’s
majority got shrunk considerably, it will be
interesting to see how the party comes up
with a reformist or conservative qua protec-
tionist stance through budgetary policies.
Despite speculation, it seems settled that
the party will navigate choppy waters to
boost venture funding for start-ups in new
sectors like e-vehicles and biotech, while
synergising with capital expenditure for
robust infrastructure development in trying
to accomplish a V-shaped economic recov-
ery po ic through a
of new projects like freight corridors and
even by promoting spiritual tourism.

Even the current discourse on "One
Nation One Election” is floated on lhe pre-
text that it will be ving for

at the dynamics of our federal setup, which
has gone from centralized to bargain-orien-
ted flexibility which is also important for the
Centre from a socioeconomic perspective.
In today’s competitive political per-
spective, central to the

there is no significant growth of real wages
in India since 2014. Going by this parameter
can we ? As man| i

regained rapid
growth will require deliberate meas-
ures to achieve significant transforma-
tions across an array of key areas,

y

surmise, a K-shaped economic pattern is be-
coming conspicuous in which a hiatus bet-
e rich and poor gets intensified. So,

while the discourse of one-after-another co-
nnectivity projects sounds alluring, in real
terms it cannot be miraculous. If two other
common Issues ~ those of corruption and
ofi ions - are added, the

states and manoeuvring through fiscal
for

balloon of budgetary eupharia may end up
in

the Centre especially in the age of coalition
politics, This might not only affect perform-
ance of the states but it can also make them
resentful and weaponise the state autono-
my issue.

What is also noteworthy here is the role
of tribal-dominated states in India's central
region and Northeast which likewise need
central assistance through budgetary sup-
port as an economic development strategy
and also as a concession to regional elites
who always demand maore policy space. Itis
good to see their own agency as these states
in India increasingly take up new initiatives
such as the Backward Region Development
scheme, and at the same time try to promote

the nation. The potential shift in the BJP’s
policy approach due to a reduced majority
is likely to lead to a delicate balance between
populist measures and macroeconomic
reforms. This delicate balance may influ-

with

ence key i projects and their

unrest and public p His refusal to ¢ p

his sup(ix)rlcrs and authorities, underscored the polari-
sation within South Korean society. While tens of thou-
sands of his loyalists demanded his reinstatement, many
others viewed his actions as a betrayal of the democmlic
iples that und, the nation's g

Now, as Mr Yoon faces trial alongside his former def-
ense minister and senior military officials, South Korea
must gl le with the broader implications of this crisis.
The indictment is not just about punishing a leader's
misconduct; it is about reinforcing the rule of law and
ensuring accountability at the highest levels of power,
The will serve as a critical test of the judiciary's inde-
pendence and the country’s commitment to justice. At
its core, this crisis highlights the perils of eroding demo-
cratic norms, It serves as a stark reminder that leaders,
regardless of their mandate, cannot place themselves
above the constitution. South Korea's ability to navigate
this turmoil and emerge stronger will depend on the col-
lective resolve of its institutions and citizens to defend
the principles of democracy. This chapter in South
Korea's history is a cautionary tale, not just fm lhc nation

y affe-
cting the pace of economic recowry

the for doing
This shift in federal dynamics has
enahled tribal political elites as intermedi-
i with both

Of course, there are some bright spots,
such as Kerala that qualifies as an excep-
tional state in many ways, Its Human Devel-
opment Index is the highest in the country,
for example, its literacy rate is higher than
the national average. This d

including I reforms, tech-
logical ding. the
into higher- vulue manufnclurlng and
service activities, and long-overdue
breakthroughs in the development of
private enterprises.

All of this will occur within an
economy that is and will continue to
undergo rapid spatial and socio-demo-
graphic transformations, owing to a
confluence of factors, including cli-
mate change, migration, urbanisation,
and population aging.

For Viet Nam to achieve inclusive
and sustainable growth in this context,
it needs to invest in the development

al and te

T-
formance is Iargely due to the high level of
political awareness and political punlclpu-
tion of people, the roots of which go

to the late 19th century. The state pmviden
a unique model of social democracy, incor-
porating aspects of a "welfare state”.

The BJP's two complete terms have de-
monstrated that its fiscal strategy has
narrow to some extent while genuine social
welfare programmes ought to get priority.
In its third term, although substantial chan-
ges to the Central government's fiscal appr-
oach are unlikely, it would be wise for the
to ml\sldel course correcti-

of ial h

capacities within and outside the state,
develop a green growth model that cre-
ates equitably shared benefits for the
population, and promote a more open
and inclusive governance system.

The latter includes further streng-
thening Viet Nam's socialist rule of law
state, to ensure vulnerable populations
can access justice and have their rights
protected at a time of rapid - and at
times disruptive - transformation.

As Viet Nam's leaders have point-
ed out, now Is the time for the country
to address longstanding bottlenecks in

lhe (‘mue and local
development priorities with regional inter-
ests. As a result, in India states are becoming
maore proactive in addressing economic dis-
parities through uqmed schemes while

Here it won't be too much to

fostering a business-friendly

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesman.com

ey . .
has planned to appeal the court's human rights,
Citizenship o ;
ing the matter further.

SIR, Recently, a case related to
birthright citizenship in the Unit-
ed States has sparked a constitu-
tional debate. A court declared an
order by President Donald Tm-

on. The g un-

and energy, to promote

o ueale along
fiscal plan that ensures inclusive develop-
ment while modemising institutions like the
Niti Aayog as an impetus to an enlightened
view of things.

the of a more skilled
warkforce, and to develop social poli-
cles that better support the socioeco-

nomic security and development capa-
bilities of the country's population.

Birthright citizenship, also
referred to as "jus soli" (right of
the sail), is a significant provision
enshrined in the U.S. Constitu-
tion. This principle not only fos-

mp, aimed at limiting ters diversity in SoCi
citizenship, unconstitutional  but also ensures equal rights for
within just three days. individual.

The purpose of Trump's

his issue is not limited to
the U.S. alone. It raises the broad-

order was to make the process of

tsletng Amerk f .
more stringent. However, the
court clarified that the order vio-
lated lhe L4th Amendment of the

Us. C which grants times.

but for democracies everywhere:
ity, and institutional strength are the hcdrmk of a
thriving system.

-a EE EmaE

citizenship rights based on one’s

place of birth. the

mental rights such as citizenship
should be subjected to political
or legal

of whether funda-

in modern ded for

SIR, Political parties are at pres-
ent in the 'win at any cost' mode.
Unfortunately this cost will have
to be borne mostly by the middie
class salaried tax payer.

States are finding it difficult
to finance the many schemes

this case could
influence the definition of citi-
zenship not just in American
society but on a global scale.
Yours, etc., RK Jain "Arijeet”,
Barwani (M.P.), 25 January.

LINE CROSSED

instead of
in the capital

SIR, Apart from the freebie list which is getting longer and longer
bydwdly.dubeﬂilelncﬂonhnbuamnmnluﬂn

Each party is trying to blame the other in the darkest of colours
out its agenda for development and ease of living
n.

The slanging matches that take place on our TV screens do
improving

who

The matter is cmclal not only

had voted for them. At present
there is a kind of competitive
going on which is hurt-

The Department of Justice

-Em maE

for
al rights but also fnr safeguarding

Il e

ing the economy.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Citizens must put pressure
on the political class to stop such
allurments. Or else the SC has to
step in. There is a thin line bet-

the status

In ke.vping with the freebie list, the 'debates’ (read, foul

) are getting maore and more vituperati

mom pemm.l by the day. Our politicians have turned bitter ene-
of remaining adversaries.

ive and more and

Yours, etc., Avinash Godboley,
Dewas, 25 January.
ween welfare schemes and free-
bies which parties must not cross.

Yours, etc., Anthony Henrigues,
Mumbai, 25 January.
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Start DeepSeeking,
India, Clock’s Ticking

Move fast, set up a dedicated Al ministry

The Al genie is out of the bottle with a Chinese startup re-
leasing an open-source version, DeepSeck, trained at a
fraction of the cost of models under development by US
technology giants. This is China's opportunity to erow
over the apparent stranglehold Silicon Valley and Wall
Street have on Al development, Questions remain on the
quality of DeepSeek's output and its computing costs. But
investors globally have had a wake-up and smell the Philz
Coffee call over innovation in Al The field has just become

 — —
Tue Ecoxovie Tivies

The Edit Page
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DeepSeek's frugal model shows a more profitable, market-rewarding GenAlsolution than TechBro Al

Disruptor From

’r ‘ he generative Al ecosystem,

enormously wide if DeepSeek’s claims on de
costand timeareestablished. Expectaburstof innovation
around the world for a truly transformative technology
The Chinese example also serves as a wake-up call to
governments elsewhere, including here in India, to get
their Alact together. China has a fairly evolved regulato-
of

of major US tech players
OpenAl, Nvidia, Alphabet,
Anthrople, Microsoft and
’W»m ks undergoing a seismic shif,
Emergence of the Hangzhou-based
DeepSeek, owned ad fully fursded by
Chinese hedge funxd High-Flyer. is for-

ry structure in place to allow for ethical d
Al Its technology companies like Bai-
© du and ByteDance have their own
= LLMs, The country is making its bre-
vy akthroughs despite a throttled supply
of advanced chips needed for the pur-
pose because of sanctions. Beljing is
emerging from a position of follower
in the Al race. The efficacy of Was-
hington’s semiconductor export curbs is questionable.
India needs to move fast to avoid the effects of Chinese
advances reinforcing US anti-proliferation efforts. It

torecalibrate their strategies, technoko-

wies and — as was evident in Monday's

tumble on the bourses for US Blg Tech
market positioning.

Asthe GenAl space becomes increa-
singly crowded, competition will drive
innovation at an unprecedented pace.
But this turbo evolution also ralses
questions about sustainability, invest
ment trends and the possibility of an
Al bubible.

DeepSeek, established in May 2023,
hasquickly gained attention for itsabi
lity todeliver high-quality outputs with
remarkable efficiency. Unlike most of

he Al compa

helps that Indi; gineers support US y inno-
vation. Silicon Valley may have to increase its reliance
on them to stay ahead in the race. But India has to ready

loping open-source LLMs, has ruuqd
on optimising its models for specific
industries like healtheare, financeand

the regul Y and divert capital into devels
ping local LLMs. The country needs an agency — in fact,
aministry, as we have argued before — to build capacity,
develop safi ds, allocate ¢ ing power and de-
mocratise access. Time lost i m securing data privacy has
to be made up in ifi b tech
developers and lawmakers over the ethics of Al Busi-
ness processes need to be retooled to incorporate the
technology within acceptable levelsof jobdisplacement.
The clock is ticking.

Learn to Catch Up
On the Digital Lag

A comprehensive, citizen<driven national report on India's pri-
maryeducation system providesa vital perspectiveon how effec-
tively taxpayer money is being null«d m eucate and empower
Gen Next — and bullding th siller

On Tuesday, Pratham released its Annual Status of Education
Report(ASER) 2024, just days before the budget. It highlights are-
as where government priorities should focus. ASER's central ta-
keaway is clear: demand for education is immense,

NEP 2020 calls for universal early childhood education and
quality care for children from birth to 6 years. ASER data
shows over 80*% of rural children aged 34 are enrolled in pre-
primary institutions. At the elementary level (ages 6-14), en-

creative arts, rather than pursuing a
rigy

isation has allowed DeopSeck to carve
out a niche in the market, challenging
thedominanceof general purpose mo
dels like OpenAl’ » (.r’N and Google
DeepMin semis

Oneof thekey ‘.l\\ DeopSock is im-

Alahoy!

» Particularity matters A growing
emphasison fine-tuning models for spe-
cific use cases. While general-purpose
models like GPT4 have boen the gold
standard, the market is increasingly

lised solutions, For

boundaries of cost efficiency and scal
ability. Its models are designed to oper-
ate with lower computational require
ments, making them moreacoessibleto
smaller enterprises and startups, This
democratisation of Al tools is forcing
larger platforms to rethink their pric-
and

mentally sustainable.
» Multic nlu«h« DoepSeek’s rise is

theDeep

nology's transformative potential,

This influx of massive capital has
sparked concerns about an Al bubble.
Valuationsof some Al startupsare rea-
ching astronomical levels, often based
on speculative projections rather than
tangible revenue. For instance, Open-
Al's valuation soared to over $80 bn
despite genorating relatively modest
revenue. Similarly, DeepSeek’s rapid
rise has boen fuellod by investor enthu-
siasm, raising questions about whe-
ther its valuation is sustainable in the
long term.

Parallels to the dotcom bubtde of
the late 19805 are hard to ignore. Dur:
ing that era, companies with little mo-
re than a website and a ‘bold vision' at-
tracted massive investments — only to
collapse when the market corrected.
While GenAl has undenkable potent)
al. the curvent hype cycle could Jead to
asimilar reckoning.

Many startups arvefocusing on flashy

nos and viral marketing rather
than building robust, scalable busk
ness models, When the hype subsides,
only those with solid
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Power of
Mouna

Conversations shape much of
what we think, and much of
what we believe outlines the
workd and ourselves, However,
we can uncover a richer; more
profound universe if we access
stillness or silence, mouna.

It represents the conoept of
refraining from speaking. But
it isn't. Mouna allows us to sim-
ply watch and observe activity
of the mind without getting
involved in its antics. When we
observeour thoughts and how
they activate our emotions and
drive our behaviour without
gotting involved, eventually,

are likely tosurvive.

‘That said, there are reasons to belie-
vethat the Albootn 15 1ot purely spect.
Iative. Unlike the dotcom era, GenAl is
already delivering tangible value ac

calms
down alittle and something
precious —asharpawareness
arises from deep within,
Everything in the world bri-
ms with the creative message
of life wh focus shifts in.

ross industries, F
tomer service toaccelerating drug: dLs
covery, the tech ks proving its worth.
Mareover, the infrastructure support-
ing Al — cloud computing, data stora-
ge and specialised hardware — s far
moremature than the internet infrast-
ructure of the 1960s. This fourdation
could help sustain the Al ccosystem
even if acorrection occurs.

As the GenAl ecosystem continues
10 evolve, presence of DeepSeek and

of multi:
rnﬂhllrl(xllnlmm Whiletext based mo
dels have dominated the GenAl land-
scape, USI\‘ Is a growing demand for

example, OpenAl his cus

other the -
dustry Competition is driving faster
advancements, greater accessibility
andstronger focuson ethical consider
ations. However; the sector must nav
gate thechallengesof over-investment
and hype with caution.

For investors, the key will be todiffer-
entiate between companies with sus-

side, True creativity emerges
from this place of knowing.
Life’s message of love and liv
ing inall its forms is sent by
everything in the universe.

A reality that is even more
complete and richer than our
minds can prooess is revealed
when weare able tolet goof
someof our mind-based iden
tity through mouna and find
solace in this knowledge. Toge
ther, our entire planet orches-
trates the grand symphony of
all life.

It is through mouna that we
can begin to hear beyond what
ourears can hear It starts with
the exterior practice of not
talking and gradually develops

OpenAland Google, for instance, have:
begun offering tiered uncuu models
Al of thedr flag:

tom GPTS that allow lorthe  images, aud d video, Platforms like
meoded for specific tasks. Gemini lsex-  OpenAl and Google are racing to enh.
ploring industry-spec ance mﬂr | offerings, with
P Size matters Ce is driv-  Dee

ing in in woency  shift

ﬁummn and nuuunn LLMs is noto- nwl)ml\ons lnlkldshh- content crea:
rlously nt . But Deep-

Seek’s success with Jeaner models has
shown that size lsn't everything. Com-

thon, educathon and entertainment.
The GenAl has attracted stag:
m inglevelsof investment. In2023alo-

ship products to remain competitive.

The presenceof DeepSeekandother
emenging Al platforms ks compedling
established players torecalibrate their
models:

ilkl' moedel pruning, quantisation and
o reduce

Ci Al SEArTUpS SUrpass
Ms‘nhn with DeepSeek, OpenAl and
leading the charge. Estab

costs without sacrificing performan.
ce. This trend s not only making Al
moreaccessible butalsomore environ

lished tech giants like Microsoft, Alph-
abet and Amazon are also pouring bil-
lions into Al R&D, betting on the toch

il
ing the wave of hype. For developers,
focus should be an building speciall
sed, efficient and ethical Al solutions
that address real-workd problems. And
for regulators, priority must be to croa.
tea framework that fosters innovation
while mitigating risks. A tricky task
for all ahead.

Thewriter t5a weh poticy analyst

inner listening
inwhich we canlisten to the
universe’s message.

Mauni Amatsy will beodsereed on
antery 29
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rspective
Emergency on roads that must be tackled

§ S SAXENA

Imost every day, we read news
about ghastly and fatal crash-
s on the roads across the
rountry. It is a fact that for
most of us, a road journey, short or
long, Is no longer safe in India, Our
careful and safe driving - following
traffic norms - does not help us
because of just a few irresponsible,
aggressive and unmanageable drivers,
who somehow manage to get away
from the clutches of law.. leaving the
majority of us who follow the rules,
disgusted, frustrated and helpless.

It is scary to remain exposed to
danger from reckless hlrh speed and
ubrupt lane-changing driving by some
road uwu How long ¢ n Just o fow

| drive
lllnhl and rogues, Mm m times get
drunk and drive, be allowed to make
the roads unsafe and hazardous for
the majority of law abiding com-
muters, cyclists, pedestrians and
Innocent passengers in buses etc?

Knee-jork traffic drives against
dark glasses, over speeding, jumping
red lights, not wearing helmets, not
having pollution certificates and dis-
playing caste symbols on the rear
windscreen etc. by the authorities
appear comical now; they asdd more
salt to wounds than provide any assur-
ance or sense of safety to most of us,

However, the story at road cross-
Ings, roads within the cities including
highways etc. becomes totally differ
ent during visits of VIPs, Suddenly,
traffic police and patrol vehicles
appear at all busy intersections, city
roads and even expressways. The tral-
fie becomes disciplined and Nows the
way It ought to move all the time
During such times, most of us feel
safe and secure to drive, One wonders
why the same protection Is not
extended on all days, Why is our right
to safety and securlty not being
ensured? Why are the State and Cen-
tral Governments not tackling the
Issue boldly and with an iron fist?
Where is the rule of law, one naturally
wonders!

Just u look at the data available

on rond accldents In our country for
the year 2022 highlights the conse-
quences of apathy and knee-jerk
acthon by authorities in enforcing teaf-
fie rules, There were 461,312 reported
cases of road accldents resulting in

168,491 fatalivles with 443,366 persons

getting uwluunl{ Injured,

Slgnificantly, the accidents have
consistently registered an upward
trend reglistering an Increase of 11.9
per cent In accidents, 9.4 per cent in
fatalities, and 15.3 per cent in Injuries
compared to the previous year, Not
unlr this, about 39 per cent of road
accldents and 36 per cent of fatalities
have been recorded on Natlonal
Highways with State Highways follow-
Ing closely.

At the same time, data avallable
from World Health Organization
(WHO) for road accldents across the
world shows a downward trend
despite higher density of vehicles as
mm,-uml 10 India,

The key causes for the staggering
number of road aceldents mentioned
above have been identified as follows.
Out of these, just about the first three
or four causes have also been acknowl-
edged by WHO as being the main rea-
sons for worldwide road crashes:

* Over speeding (7. por cent of accl-
dents and 71.25 per cent of deaths
in India as per the above data)

* Drunken driving,

* Not Using Seat belts.

* Unsafe Road Conditions,

* Driving on the wrong side (5.4 per
cent of deaths as per the above data)

* Distracted driving (using mobile
phones).

‘nmplnu rod lights,

* Aggrossive lane changing at high
speeds,

* Abruptly braking to avold potholes.

* Overlonding,

* Poorly maintained vehicles with
worn-out thres.

¢ [l trnined and at times uneducated
drivers and yut holding valid licenses,

Ihe lrony Is that about 67 per cent
of these sceidents have happened on
stralght roads while accldents on
curved and steep climbing roads etc.
account for just 13.8 per cent,

The most alarming findings from
the same data point show about 66.55
per cent deaths of those between the
age Ifm“p of 18 and 45 and the shock-
ing higure of about 83 per cent of
deathys Involving people in the work-
ing age group of 18 to 60 years.

It's important 1o note that road
accldents not only result in lows of life
und property but also have a signifi-
cant impact on the economy, due o
factors such as Increased healthcare
costy, loss of productivity, and dam-
age to Infrastructure.

It Is time our Governments at the
Centre and in states wake up to
addross the growing deadly menace on
our roads serfously, and with a zero
tolerance enforcoment strategy. There
In an urgent need for the presence of
alert and professionally trained traffic

The Statesman

NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 2025

police personnel and patrol cars at all
crossings, intersections and roads for
on all days with no let up on holidays
and Sundays,

The time seems to be up for edu-
cating and counseling errant dn\-u-u

become almost a nightmare to drive in
clties and on highways. Most of the
time smooth flow of traffic gets imped-
ed by those trying to race ahead, criss-
crossing it high speed and aggrossively
throwing other commuters off guard.

he I must be |
Including very heavy fines, h

1t bs equadly Hing 1o note that most

impounding of vehicles and speedy
fast track trinls 1o ensure justice and
greater deterrence, The errant drivers
need 1 be caught and punished.

There bs an equal need for ensur
ing roads are free from potholes,
encronchments and stray cattle. At
the same time, avallability of post
crash professional medical care with
trained medical staff bs vital

Do we need another “tryst with
desting” to liberate us from this agony
running amok on our ronds? It has

of the Natlonal/State higl and
ronds in the cities remain in a dilapi-
dated condition with potholes forcing
drivers to keep changing lanes and also
apply sudden brakes to avold getting
into aditch,

The question remains - How can
we wake our Governments up and
force them to muster courage as well
as have the will to discharge the basic
responsibility of tackling a hazardous
traffic pandemic?

IThe writer Is a retired Alr Commodore, ViM,
of the Nl Alr Force)

Thai same-sex marriages open a door

VITIT MUNTHARBORN

anuary 23 was o historie day for

Thailand and Southeast Asla, As a

result of the new Thal law amend-

ing the longstanding That Civil
d Commercial Code (tuking effect
120 days after its royal promulgation
In the final months of 2024), same sex
couples are able to register thelr mar-
rage and enjoy full rights and dutles
s spouses without gender discriming-
thon. This Is also a first for a Southeast
Aslan country, It Is a great cause for
colebration, cherlshing love and
friendship In gender diversity. [tis also
time to consider the ‘next steps’,

In effect, nearly seventy sections
of the Civil Code have been amended
to delete binary wording such as man-
woman, hushands-wives, male flancé-
female flancde. Instead, gender neutral
terms are now in place; those terms
Include ‘persons’ (or depending on the
translation, 'Individuals’), ‘spouses’,
and ‘engaged couples’. There Is now
equal footing for all in marital matters,
Irrespective of gender. This pertains to
engagement and marriage relations, in
Imnlcnlur the Interdependence
between couples in looking after each
ather, property related ownership, dis-
solution of marriages and enga,
ments, sdoptions and inheritance, rln-
new law has also ralsed the minimum
age of marrage from the previous 17
years old to 18 years old.

In such a setting, there remain
some Interesting querles which
deserve clarification. Does the new law
henefit same-sex foreigners who wish
to register thelr marrage in Thailand?
Has the binary categorisation of man-
woman been excised completely or
not under the new law? Does the law
apply to the four Southern provinces

of Thatland where Islamibe law prevalls
on family and Inheritance in regard to
Mustims  How many other laws have
10 be reformed relating to gender dis-
crimination after January 257

Answers can be provided to most
of those questions as follows. Yes, for-
elgn couples, frrespective of gender,
will be able 1o register thelr marrlage
in Thalland. However, forelgners have
to provide proof that they are not
already married. Of note Is that
bigamy Is illegal in Thatland, although
there is flexibility in relation to the
four provinces mentioned,

There is residual binary categori-
sution even after the recent reforms,
Section 1453 of the amended Code still
stipulutes that after the male spouse
dies or after the dissolution of the mar-
riage, the female spouse ks not allowed
1o remarry another man untll 310 days
have passed, This s to (;n-vvm confu-
slan In regard to possible pregnancy
of the woman and related paternity
questions. However, the woman can
remarry If she is marrying the previous
hushand aggain; If she has already given
birth; if there s evidence that she s not
pregnant; or i there Is a judicial order
allowing the marriage.

The adjusted law excludes the
four Southern provinces from their
application and this follows the gen-
eral legal situation which avolds over-
lap with Islamic law in that region;
that specific law applies to the rela-
tlonship between Muslim couples in
thedr marital and family relationships.

As for forward-looking reforms,
sorme 50 laws, ranging from natonality
law to labour law, will have to be
amended to delete the binary wording
and replace It with gender-neutral
terms, Two areas of Thal law need
urgent attention: SUrrogacy so as to

respond to the desire of same sex cou-
ples to have children and gender iden-
thty recognition to enable transgender
persons to affirm thelr gender and
change thelr identification documents,

The Thai law on surrg dates
from 2015, The law Is called: The Pro-
tection for Children Born through
Assisted llrlumluuhv Technologies
[ART) Act, Since that year, commer-
clal surrogacy has been banned and
this has affected especially foreign
couples who wish t enter into a con-
tract with Thal women, with the latter
acting as surrogates. However, that
law opened the door to ‘altrulstic sur-
rogacy’ whereby for humanitarian
considerations, asking another
woman (o be a surrogate to enable a
child 1o be born therefrom s possible
subject to varlous conditions,

First, the couple seeking the sur-
m‘wy must have Thal natlonality - or
at lenst one spouse is Thal, marrled for
three years before secking the help of
o surrogate. Based on the egg of the
wile, the sperm of the husband or the
embryo emanating from their fusion,
the bom child Is considered to be that
of the couple. Valld surrogacy ks thus
due to this mix: 1) egg of wife and
sperm of husband; 2) egg of wife and
sperm of donor, not of the husband;
3} sperm of husband and egg of donor,
not of wife. The egg of the surrogate
must not be used in the process

Second, the process Is intra-
familial; the surrogate must be a
blood relative of one or other of the
couple seeking the surrogacy, for
Inst the sister of the latter, The
surrogate cannot be the parents or
children of that couple. However,
altrulstic surrogacy Is only allowed in
regard to the traditional couple of
(male) husband and (female) wife.

What is now needed s to reform that
law 50 as to delete the binary classifi-
cation to enable same sex couples to
seek the help of a surrogate.

The other key law needed is a law
to recognise gender dentity, especially
linked with transgender persons,
Importantly, while sex is a biological
condition assigned at birth, gender isa
soclal construct based on autonomy-
cum-identity, not based on biology.
Key issues include the following: Does
a person need to have o medical oper-
atlon/surgery to prove change of gen-
der? Does the person need to go
through counselling? Does the person
neod a certificate from a psychiatrist to
affiem thelr gender identity? What Is the
minimum age for a person in this case?

International trends provide
some of the answers, although not
everything Is crystal clear. UN mech-
anisms advocate against coercive
medical operation; gender identity

affirmation should not depend on
such operation. Gender identity is a
natural state of affalrs and not a
pathologlcal condition!

Several countries with a broad
mind set, such as Argentina and
Malta, do not require counselling or

a psyc lmluuh al certificate for uvmh-
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

THE interim Note on the postponement
of the Cologne evacuation s o very unsatls-
fuctory document. Foel-ing Is acute in Ger-
many, and it Is the essence of prudence and
consideration to let not only the Germans
themselves but the whole world know the
charges and the evidence that the Commis-
slon of Control offers, The evacuation was due
by treaty on January 10, and on January 26
the Allied Powers can do no more thin prom-
ise 1o address the German Government *in
due course,” and meanwhile to “abide by the
terms of the Treaty" withoat discussion or fur-
ther explanation. Apparently they hold the
view that the enumeration of the clawuses of
the Versallles Treaty which the German Gov-
ernment Is reported not 1o have observed is
sufficlent for the thme. 1t s easy for Germany
to retort that the delay in evacuation was first
deckded on and the reasons subsequently dis-
covered, and it would be contrary to nature if
the Germans were not susplelows. The French
are still in the Rubr, and will be there until the
sumimer, The British Government has refused
to countenance the Rubr occupation, but at
the same time lets Germany think that the
decislon about Cologne Is not unconnected
with that occupation, The only solution of the
unhappy sltwation is for the Allkes to inform
Germany clearly and promptly what still
remains to be done, and the new date by
which It must be done. Then the oplinlon of
the whole world will pronounce judgment

EUROPEANS' DESIRE

SERVING INDIA'S
BEST INTERESTS

COLONEL Crawford said: | desire to
assockate mysell and my colleagues with the
new leeling apparent amongst us, that out
deliberations should be governed on all occn
slons by a desire 1o serve the best Interests of
the country; and though we may happen to
find ourselves In opposition to the views
mpw\ml by ather political panh-s In this

bly or by the G
those \1ku with all the force and l-ulpluul-
at our command, we should not on those
grounds be looked upon as suspect, but
should be given the credit of an honest desive
o serve Indla of which we claim, by the right
of past services, the stutus of full cltzenship,
and | know my colleagues are convineed that
the interests not only of our own but of all
communities are identical with the interests
of India, To-day some of us are giving practical
proof of our intention to associate ourselves
with Indlan Interests by joining in o deputa-
tlon to His Excellency the Viceroy (n an
endeavour (o secure a just settlement of the
difficulties with which Indlans in South Africa
are at the moment fuced. The views of my
community on the subject of the Bengal Ord|-
nance are already known to the Government
and to the members of this House. The grant
o the Executive of extraordinary powers of
the nature of the Ordinance are more repug-
nant 1o us with our long traditions of freedom
and personal liberty than they can ever be to
any other members of this House, who have
but leamed the meaning of freedom under
the protection of the British Flag,

LORD GRENFELL DEAD

REMARKABLE
MILITARY CAREER

DRSTISH OFFICIAL WIRE LE
FAFIELD (OXFORD), JAN.

FIELD Marshal Lord Grenfell, who
died today at the age of 84, had o remark-
able military carver,

He took part In the Zulu war, the Kaffir
war, the Egyptian expedition of 1882 and
the Nile expedition two years later

One of the pleturesgue Incidents of his
caroer wis in 1888, during the selge of Suakim,
in the Eastern \udun by Osman Digna. With

However, T

there I still no agreement on the min-
Imum age for o person to affirm the
preferred gender, with the related
Issue of access to medical assistance
(such as hormone treatment and
‘puberty blockers'). The various draft
laws n Thalland vary between 15 and
16 as the minimum age.

A sense of Inclusivity, based on
progressive, reasoned and construc-
tive debate, Is the preferred pathway,
Inspired by the spirit of ‘humanity in
diversity’,
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acomy senall force General Grendell,
as he then was, marched beyond the
entrenchments protecting the town and
attacked the dervishes, driving them from
trenches which they had held for six months,
during which they had been a constant source
of annoyance to the garrson,

Lord Grenfell waw Sirdar of the Egyptan
Army from 1885 to 1892 and later became
Inspector-General of Auxillary Forces at the
War Office and Inspector-General of Recrule-
Ing. He commanded the forces In Egypt in
1897-96, was Governor and Commander-in-
Chiel of Malta from 1899 1o 1906, and Com-
mander-in- Chief in reland from 1904 1o 1908,
Inwhich yoar he was promoted Field Marshal,

NAVAL CONFERENCE

MEETING OF
ADMIRALS IN
SINGAPO

REUTER understands that a confer-
ence of the Admiraly of the China, East
Indies and Australin squadrons has been
arranged, to take place at Singapore within
the next few weeks, with the object of
exchanging views on the naval situation,

This Is according to pre-war practice
when such meetings were beld annually,
There Is no question of formulating policy,
which Is the province of Ministers In London.
Therefore the meeting bs a matter of oedinary
routine and of no special significance

Besides H, M. S, Hawkins, now at
Hong-Kong, the Chatham, now at Port
Blalr, and an Australian warship, elther the
Brisbane or Sydney, will attend. New
Zoaland may also be represented
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OLUMN
THE PATH TO BEING
TRULY SPECIAL

We all want to feel special, but often our
desires and decisions lead us astray

AJIT KUMAH BISHNOI

¢ all want 1o be special. There is nothing wrong with such

thinking, but most of us do not desire properly or decide sen-

sibly. In this article, | will shed some light on how o do both
of these wisely. What should we desire? This must be in sync with
our circumstances and capabilities. Imagine desiring to become very
rich while doing a small business. Similarly, desiring to become
famous anytime soon while being a club-level sportsperson is not
wise

We will be disappointed only. Persons not blessed with good looks
should accept their limitations and focus on what capabilities they
have been blessed with, There was a dark and not-so-good-look-
Ing actress in the USA; she only got small roles. But she acted so
well that she became a household name. A social worker in India
decided to help tribals. He moved in with them, He became very
famous and very special. However, something awaits all of us; which
I8 not 5o difficult either. This is simply to become a devotee of God,
and He will make us special,

| will write more about it in this article. The same wisdom should

R
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be used in decision-making. When there is a choice between being
good and not so good, what should we choose? The same logic
apphies to following dharma and staying within ‘maryada’ (limits).
We know what these are, but are very causal about controlling our-
selves. Succumbing to negative emotions like anger, lust, greed, hate,
elc, is 50 easy, What it does s to make us very ordinary, We have
been taught to be disciplined in eating, sleeping, entertainment and
what we do and how much. Are we prepared to do that? If we are
keen on becoming speclal, we have to.

A similar yardstick is required in choosing goals. Are they good in
the long term? Or, the short-term Is easy? What will you choose?
Regarding usefulness to others, we should be very sincere, If we
wish to be special in the eyes of others, this is the ‘mantra’. Lastly,
If we really and truly wish to be special, be dutiful; do all duties as
best as possible, This will be the starting point in pleasing God, who
Is everything. After the efforts of many births, a yogi in the end
becomes wise and he takes My shelter. A great soul, who consid-
ers Lord Vasudeva thus as everything Is very rare. (The Bhagavad-
Geeta verse #7.19) What will happen then? You will be rewarded
like you cannot imagine, Because God is the controller of what hap-
pens to us. Begin doing some easy spiritual practices, which suit
your nature.
I have a large photo of Lord Krishna, which | have hung on the right
side of my bed. | spend a lot of time looking at the Lord, while |
gently chant Krishna, Krishna, Krishna..... What has happened? | have
become special. God guides me when | pray for His guidance and
help. lsn't God omniscient? He knows what will work. God helps
us as only He can, being the controller. | am beginning to feel secure.
Fears and anxieties are reducing.
There is more peace. | can tolerate better what | must. Physical health
Is improving. There is steady progress, which Is very satistying. |
feel that | have become special. This is possible for one and all
Nothing mentioned in this article is very difficult. One just has to
be determined. Then, one can enjoy the status of being special.
(The writer s a spiritual teacher; views are personal)
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Budget 2025: Prioritise health

education for a stronger India

HAHUL MEHRA

With over 40 per cent of India’s population under 25, empowering youth

s the Union Budget for 2025
approaches, expectations run
high across various sectors,
Among these, education
specifically health education
- deserves special attention, To ensure the
holistic development of our youth, the
government must consider allocating
funds for the integration of health edu
cation into school curricula, Such an ini
tiative will not only address immediate
concerns but also align with the aspira
tional vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
where a healthy population becomes the
cornerstone of a developed nation, With
the Union Budget 2025 at the stage of
finalisation, it is time to prioritise health
education
Allocating funds to this cause is not
merely an educational reform; it is an
investment in India's future. It is stated
time and again, including in the National
Education Policy, that it Is critical to allo
cate public investment in education
from the current over 4.5 per cent to
about 6 rcr cent of total budgetary allo
cation. Besides this, the Government
must consider designing schemes that
ensure health education is imparted to
children at an early stage to be able to
build a healthy society, Development is
not merely economic or technological
it 1s also social, cultural and, above all,
human,
A nation’s progress depends on the
health of its rmpk. and with over 40 per
cent of Indias population under 25,
ensuring the health and wrllhﬂn? of its
youth Is critical. This cannot be achieved
without systematically integrating health
education into our school curricula. Our
pal is to improve student’s health
nowledge and more importantly, their
health I\rrnwior The urgency for such an
Intervention is rooted in troubling real
ities, Studies indicate that 30-40 per cent
of Indlan students face serious mental
health challenges. A Global School

A NATION'S
PROGRESS
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ON THE
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OF INDIA'S
POPULATION
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ENSURING THE

HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

OF ITS YOUTH

IS CRITICAL

Health Survey (GSHS) conducted
as far back ax 2007 revealed that
more than 25 per cent of students
aged 13-17 experienced periods of
deep sadness or hopelessness,
often disrupting their daily activ

itles. These numbers have only
worsened in the years since, as
highlighted by small-scale studies
and the alarming rise in student
suicides, Ignoring the mental and
physical health of students today
will lead to grave consequences for
the nation tomorrow.

The contrast between India and
nations that give primacy to health
education is stark. In the United
States, the Youth Risk Behaviour
Survey (YRBS) collects data every
two years on the health behaviours
of high school students. This data
informs evidence-based interven

tions and policies that address
mental health, substance abuse,
nutrition, and other critical issues.
Many US states mandate health
education, covering mental, phys

ical, and social health literacy.
Similarly, countries like the United
Kingdom and Canada have inte

grated health education into their
school curricula, starting at the
primary level

ndia, {wwc\'rr. lacks & compre

hensive approach. While physical
education is emphasised in
schools, the broader concept of
health education, encompassing
mental and social wellbeing, Is
largely absent. The much-lauded
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 only touches upon physical
health, failing to address the crit

ical need for a holistic health edu

cation framework, Why does this
matter? Because healthy individ

uals contribute to a healthier
economy. Poor health not only

with physical and mental is a vital investment in the nation’s future

reduces productivity but also push
es families into financial crises due
to high medical expenses.

India’s average life expectancy in
“full health' is a mere 60 years, sig
nificantly lower than that of many
Asian countries, including Japan
(74 rcuu) and China (69 years). A
healthy lifestyle, ingrained carly,
can change this trajectory,
Countries like Japan provide valu-
able lessons, Their emphasis on
hygiene, nutrition and physical
activity Is embedded in their cul
tural fabric. Children grow up
practising these habity, resulting in
a population that enjoys a higher
quality of life and longer years of

roductive health,

ndia, with its rich traditions of
yoga and Ayurveda, has the cultur
al foundations to promote such a
shift. However, without institution
alising health education, these
remain underutilised. Introducing
health education as & mandatory
subject in schools can address this

ap.
% E“ompmhcnuvt curriculum must
include modules on physical fit
ness, mental health resilience,
nutrition, social interaction and
technology use, For instance, stu-
dents could learn the importance
of balanced diets, strategies to cope
with academic pressure, and the
benefits of physical activities and
mindfulness practices,
The curriculum should also
emphasise practical life skills, such
as Scmmn making, mlcrrﬂwn
al communication, and self-advo
cacy, to prepare students for real
world challenges. A structured
approach is essential. First, the
overnment must d(‘h\“l’l a stan
5unlm~d health education curricu
lum with clear performance

benchmarks. Students’ progress
should be evaluated at key stages,
such as the end of classes 6, 8, and
10. Second, teachers need spe
clalised training to effectively
deliver this curriculum, Public-pri
vate partnerships can play a cru
clal role in addressing resource
gaps and providing innovative
solutions.
Importantly, this initlative aligns
seamlessly with the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Viksit
Bharat 2047, A healthy India is a
productive India. By equipping the
L‘mm er generation with the
nowledge and skills to prioritise
their wellbeing, we are not only
improving individual lives but
also strengthening the nation's
human capital, driving economic
rmwlh, and enhancing societal
happiness,
Beyond the classroom, the ripple
effects of mandatory health edu
cation can be transformative. A
population that understands the
value of preventive care will reduce
the burden on India’s healthcare
system. Families will adopt health
ler lifestyles, and communities
will benefit from reduced rates of
lifestyle-related diseases, such as
diabetes, hypertension, and heart
allments,
The road to Viksit Bharat 2047 is
paved with initiatives that priori
tise people over policies, and
action over aspirations. Health
education is not just a subject; it
is a foundation for & stronger,
healthier, and more prosperous
India,
(The writer is UNESCO Chair for
Global Health & Education and
Chairman of, Tarang Health
Alliance. Views expressed
are personal)

How restoring forests can combat climate change and empower communities
Reforestation stands as both a climate action imperative and a cormerstone for building sustainable future

mid escalating climate
changes, reforestation
has come to be one of

the most effective, nature-dri
ven methods to combat envi

that

The UN' Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change,
established in 1988 estimates
reforestation
afforestation could account

the India State of Forest Report
2021 (ISFR), tribal and rural
communitics living in these
areas face high vulnerability
but also exhibit remarkable cli

and

economically beneficial. Tike
Aravalli Hills Affor

efforts, collab

tat ¢ I

is key. Reh

offers a tare syn

Project as an example for
instance. By involving Village
Forest Protection Committees,

F
non-profits and b

ergy—mitigating climate

must unite to amplify impact,
For instance, non-profits can

change while add g crit
ical (hAlk::fu-\ like water
scarcity, food Insecurity and

ronmental degradation and
enhance climate resilience,
Beyond absorbing carbon
dioxide, forests support liveli
hoods, stabilise ecosystems,
and foster sustainable commu.
nities forests have a great role
in counteri nglghvhnl wtmnnl{
and providing essentia
resources that not only support
communities but also manu
facturing and trade,

However, as rescarch indi
cates, India in the past two
decades has lost nearly 414
kilo hectares of humid prima
ry forest which made up 18 Kw
cent of its total tree loss. This
highlights an urgent need to
prioritise reforestation, not

" -
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o

SHWETA RAWAT

Just as a climate action tool but
IlM) as a cornerstone for com

for up to 30 per cent of the car:
bon reduction required to
limit  global warming.
Additionally, forests regulate
microclimates, mitigating the
urban heat island effect and
stabilising local weather pat
terns crucial for agriculture
Reforestation plays a crucial
role In combating desertifica
tion, which poses a significant
threat to food security, water
lability and livelihood

mate resilience,

For these communities, refor
estation is a game-changer as
it can help prevent and even
undo desertification by stabil
ising the soil using tree roots,
which reduces wind and water
erosion. Furthermore, forests
help replenish organic mater
ial in the soll, leading to
improved water retention and
increased fertility which can
lead to envi | regen

tecting nature. Be it the col
lective Chipko movement of

the project rejuvenated over
151,390 hectares of degraded
land and built nearly 200 water
umu?c dams to support

mobilise grassroots participa
tion and bring cultural
insights. Corporations can
leverage resources for large

rural poverty. It Is not merely
an environmental solution but
a pathway to holistic develo

ment, By fostering nwmmq#l\‘nl

wildlife, boosting biodiversity  scale projects while fulfilling Immnnhlp\ with non-prolits,
and tiger popul in tainabil and ¢

Sariska Sanctuary, Local governments can ensure  and aligning efforts with gov
With an imyp 87 percent  policy al and provide  {nith

the 19705 or the insp |
restoration of more than 1300
acres of Brahmaputra Forest
by Jadav Payeng, the Forest
Man of India, the success of
any ref thon effort hiny

troe survival rate, the initiative

balanced environmental

restoration with tangible social

benefits such as job creation
1 livelihood:

munity devel

Reforestation’s Dual Role:
Climate  Action  and
Community Resilience Forests
have an immense capacity to
capture and store carbon dlox.
ide from the atmosphere, thus
reducing the greenhouse effect.

Forests hc’lp anchor the soil,
replenish organic matter, and
improve water retention, there
by enhancing agricultural pro
ductivity and water access,
particularly in n‘olnrnul)y
fragile regions, According 1o

B
eration and socio-cconomic
stability.
Community-driven
Reforestation: A Proven
Model Even with rapid urban
isation, Indiak conservation
ethos hay a rich legacy of pro-

on community and Jocal par
tickpation
With the input of individual

and imp

This model demonstrates that
sustainable reforestation
thrives on collaboration, com

regulatory support.

Together, these stakeholders
can create integrated strategies
that combine ecological
restoration with community
upliftment. Initiatives like the
National  Afforestation
and the Green

and stakeholders from com
munities, any conservation
project remains culturally rel
evant, ecologically sound and

munity empowerment, and
measurable impact,
Partnerships for a Greener
Future To scale reforestation

Prc
India Mission lay a solid foun
dation, but partnerships can
catalyse progress. Reforesting
for Generations to Come

The time to act is now. With
a shared vision and commit-
ment, we can restore forests
not just as carbon sinks but as
vibrant ecosystems that sustain
life and empower generations,
A greener, more resilient future
Is within our reach—if we
plant the seeds today.

(The writer is chairperson and
fornder, The Hens Foundation;
views are personal)
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Boeing nosediving

eath of all but two of the 181 passengers
aboard the Boeing 737-800 opcrmcg by
Jeju airlines while attempting to bellyland
in Muan, South Korea did not just go down
as the worst air disaster in the annals of aviation his-
tory. It also symbolised the sinking reputation of
Boeing, the behemoth of the airline industry. If the
Muan air disaster engaged the world's attention, an-
other incident in the Trop of Norway involving the
same Boeing aircraft caused much stir among avia-
tion circles. Mercifully, the pilots of KLI1204, on their
way to Amsterdam from Oslo, found to their dismay
a hydraulic failure shortly after take-off. Halting the
climb at 5,000 feet, the pilots diverted the plane to
Sandefjord Airport in Torp, They did manage to
land, but the plane skidded off the runway onto the
grass and stopped. The grit and determination of the
pilots ensured there were no injuries to the passen-
gers, but hours later another 737-800 operated by
Jeju Airlines bellylanded after the landing gear mal-
function and 179 deaths have been reported so far,
These two air disasters almost spelt doom for Boe-
ing, which has been beset with several problems in-
cluding investigations into company functioning,
safety issues and even a strike by the machinists of
the company that ulti-
mately made it lose billions
of dollars, In the last few It
years, Boeing, the Ameri- bellwether
can bellwether of the air- 1in it
line industry, has seen tur-
bulent times, Missing bolts
caused a panel to blow out ituation and
of a Boeing 737 Max in Jan- came
uary forcing another emer- revi
gency landing with a gap-
ing hole in its fuselage.
Mercifully, there were no casualties among passen-
gers, but the prestige of the aviation giant suffered
an irreparable dent. Added to the woes were earlier
incidents of 737 max crashes off the coast of Indone-
sia and in Ethiopia in 2018 and 2019, respectively,
that left 346 people dead. The 7-week strike by Boe-
ing technicians crippled the production of best-sell-
ers like the 777 and 767 cargo planes. The company
had offered pay raises of 38% over four years to the
striking workers,

Air safety is of paramount importance. Malfunc-
tion of any of the millions of parts that go into the
mammoth jets could lead to massive loss of life and
also affect the company's fortunes. Boeing had al-
ready suffered its share of problems from facing
charges of corporate fraud to devastating disclo-
sures of compromises on safety issues by whistle-
blowers. It is time for the company to stop in its
tracks, take stock of the situation and come out with
a revival plan that not only includes winning over
the trust of its employees Lut also bringing about a
culture shift in the company's functioning and win-
ning over the trust of its customers. It’s like the split-
second decisions expected to be taken by the pilot
after the aircraft suffered hydraulic failures and then
hit by a bird strike. The Boeing CEO's decision could
now cither save the company or crashland it. “May-
day..Mayday...Mayday"
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Neighbourhood dilemma

New Delhi's near
abroad needs
renewed focus for
its own interests
and regional
stability

MONISH TOURANGHAM

s the curtains came down on
2024 and the winter cold de-
scended on India's capital,

the new Sri Lankan leader,
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
came with a renewed promise of
warmth in India-Sri Lanka relations.
‘This will soon be followed in the New
Year, with the Sri Lankan President
setting foot on China, to engage with
yet another crucial partner in
Colombo's politics, security and eco-
nomics. This duality or rather the prac-
tice of autonomy among India's neigh-
bours has become an operational
challenge for New Delhi's foreign pols
fey In its immediate nelghbourhood,

While the case of China-Pakistan

nexus is more categorically detrimen-
tal to India's interest in the region,
other neighbours exhibit complex be-
haviours of geopolitics and geo-eco-
nomics requiring more dexterity for
New Delhi to deal with. M

China stand apart from most other

countries, but it is also equally true that

in today's growing mulur-hr world,
lutions to major global probl.

cannot ignore the role of India,

Despite the lack of an immediate om-
come, Modi's welcomed visits to both
Moscow and Kylv show India's ability
to, at least, provide a bridge in a deeply
divided world. Major issues of global
concern from the regional nmxlulu in
Ukralne and West Asla to climate
change and financial restructuring.

Itil I pl like the G20,

extra-regional powers like the United
States may be distant in geography but
not in strategy,

Post its withdrawal from
Afghanistan, the US has a freer hand to
play in South Asia, which calls for hon-
est dialogue between New Delhi and
Washington. Therefore, even as India's
global and regional aspirations rise in
the Indo-Pacific and the Global South,
its near abroad needs renewed focus
for the sake of its own interests and for
reghonal stability at large.

Arc of Influence

India's arc of influence abroad has cer-
tainly gained ground beyond any iota
ufduufvl. and its voices from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to Forelgn
Minister S Jalshankar are not only
being heard but consulted on major
questions of war and peace in the inter-
national system, No doubt, in purely
materkal terms of economic and mili-
tary indices, the United States and

Cartoon Tod

BRICS and COP29 cannot hope to be-
come relevant without India’s input
and active participation,

The rmwlng ummmuf between the
US and Russia, the growing rivalry be-
twoen the US and China, and the rising
allisnce between China and Russia are
pushing the world to s West and anti-
West divide, However, New Delhi, at
least, makes an effort to project the
views of a non-West world that is not
an antagonist to the West, thus repre-
senting the views of much of the Global
South spreading across Asia, Latin
America and Africa,

The new focus and discourse on the
Global South, which got much-needed
limelight during India's G20 presi-
dency last year, Is thirsty for growth
and development. They need aid and
assistance to weather the storms of the
now technological tides and the energy
transition underway, and this is where
the West or the Non-West, the Global
North or the Global North needs to

focus their efforts. Amid global supply
chain disruptions and the shifts in how
countries, big and small, adapt to them,
India has the tall task of rising to the
expectations of becoming a leading
global power, while responding to the
challenges nearest to home, which are
the core of its security and economic
interests,

Peril in Near Abroad
The chaos and drama of the regime
change unfolding in neighbouring
Bangladesh pose a clear and present
danger to Indian forei nruﬁc y as the
YEar comes 1o an cm.t%x- jore the dawn
of a new year with new challenges and
opportunities. That New Delhi enjoyed
a close working relationship with the
previous regime is a fact of the bilateral
relationship, but the lesson of the cur-
rent crisis Is for India to remain ahead
of the curve as far as its immediate
neighbourhood is concerned, and ob-
jectivel :nlaiq to the fast-changing
lanes of South Asian geopolitics,
Myanmar, though not technically a

Creating convergences
with like-minded partners
and translating them to
cooperation in the
neighbourhood is the
most viable alternative

South Aslan country, Is one of India’s
most important neighbours, and the
ongoing civil war there, has immediate
medium and long-term implications for
what transpires in India’s north-castern
reghon, and most particularly now in
the inferno engulfing Manipur for more
than a year,

Morcover, India's most famed con-
nectivity and infrastructure projects
envisioned through its Act East policy
such as the International Trilateral
Highway and the Kaladan Multimodal
Project are inextricably lnked to politi-
cal stability in nrlxhlmulinu Myanmar,
and the protracted uncertainties in the
sub-reglon have put aspirations on
hold. ‘The multiple stakeholders in
Myanmar, including the military
regime, the National Unity Govern-
ment and a diverse set of ethnic mili-
tias, all opposed to the current military
rulers, but each carrying thelr own set
of political end goals, complicate mat-
ters for India and the sub-region tra-
versing the shared security-economic
space of South-Southeast Asia

Although there is a new turn of leafl
in India-Makdives ties, with President
Mohamed Mulzzu having come on o
long reconciliatory trip to New Delhi,
after an intense phase of the ‘India Out’
campaign, the challenge of lending
more predictability to Indla’s thes with
its nelghbowrs still lurks in the corner.

The case of Nepal remains an in-
triguing one, Like most South Asian
nelghbours, its political, economie, cul-
tural and people-to-people ties with
India are incomparable to its relation-
ship with any other external power, in-
cluding China, which undoubtedly has
become o major development and s
curity partner for India's neighbours in
continental South Asia and the Indian
Ocean reglon, For instance, Kath-
mandu recently stepped up to sign its
framework agreement with China to
move forward on cooperation to imple-
ment the latter's Belt and Road Initla-
tive (BRI) projects in Nepal,

India's dilemma in the nelghbour-
hood is a case of the twin asymmetry
problem. India's smaller neighbours en-
counter an asymmetry vis-d-vis India’s
geographical size and its polith
tural and economic influence. Simulta-
neously, New Delhi also faces the chal-
lenge of dealing with the asymmetry
that exists between itself and China's
ability to provide material benefits to
South Asian countries that desire devel-
opmental and security assistance.

How does India get out of this strait-
jacket? Creating convergences with
like-minded partners and translating
them to cooperation in the nelghbour-
hood is the most viable alternative,
Therefore, New Delhi needs to step up
honest talks with its strategic partners
10 find more strategic congruence and
prevent misalignment in priorities that
end up hurting India’s core national in-
terest in its neighbourhood,

(The author Is the Director, Kalinga
Institute of Indo-Pacific Studies [KIIPS))
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India mourns former PM Manmohan

India bade farewell to former prime minister Manmohan
Singh, the architect of the country's economic transfor-
mation, with a state funeral in New Delhi, complete with
full honours and a 21-gun salute,

not on holiday in India...

Seeing the Taj Mahal was on Bram van der Melf's bucket
list. The 75-year-old Dutch-American made the visit, with
drivers and guides to ease his way throughout the throe:
week trip, it should have been the holiday of a lifetime,

Record spectators for 4th Test match

The blockbuster clash against India on Monday became
the best-attended Test in Australia’s history as fans
flocked to the MCG for the final day, Day five of the fourth
Test attracted a bumper crowd of 74,362,
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India needs a strategic
reset of ties with China

How far should India’s thaw in relations with China go? While this week’s patch-up moves

are welcome, an economic engagement that serves India well is the real challenge to be met

t has been said that it takes only a minute to

rupture ties, but needs years to repair them.

The recent meeting between career diplo-

mats from India and China achieved some

progress in normalizing relations between

the two powerful Asian neighbours, riven
by festering border disputes and uneven trade
balances, It was the latest in a series of engage-
ments following the October meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President
XiJinping after a gap of almost five years. The
two nations agreed to resume people-to-people
exchanges as a step towards dispelling mistrust
on both sides of the 3,500km border. Two
developments hold special significance. The
first is a resumption of direct flights, once rele-
vant authorities finalize the appropriate frame-
work. Media reports estimate that about 500
direct flights operated every month, linking dif-
ferent cities of the two countries, before border
incursions by Chinese troops in 2020 strained
id snapped all air-links, The second
g signalling of respect for Indian sensi-
tivities by agreeing to restart the Kailash Man-
sarovar pilgrimage. Two other subsidiary
agreements—to resume media and think-tank
interactions as well as cooperation on trans-
border rivers—are also critical.

What will be vital in giving aleg-up to the
relationship would be addressing concerns in
the realm of economic and trade ties, India has
anuneven trade balance with China, with the
deficit growing every year. The gap widened to
over $85 billion in 2023-24, surpassing previ-
ous records and earning notoriety as the largest
trade deficit we have vis-a-vis all our trade part-
ners. Bejjing has disregarded New Delhi's con-
cerns for years, even as it imposed restrictions
onanumberof export items in which we have a

competitive advantage (such as active pharma-
ceutical ingredients), while flooding the Indian
market with a variety of Chinese products. This
way trade flow has another characteristic.
ks transfers of technology and shared par-
ticipation in global value chains with invest-
ments from within the region. For years, we
have demanded that China step up foreign
direct investment (FDI) in India to make up for
uneven trade. The Economic Survey for 2023-
had also advocated a two-step feint for China:
rationalizing imports but welcoming FDI.

Any red carpet rolled out for Chinese invest-
ments, though, will have to be nuanced.
Beyond limited curbs on FDIin some sectors,
Indian strategists must strive to attract invest-
ments in high-tech areas, away from sweat-
shops and low-value assembly lines, Recent
revelations of China's technological progress,
especially itsadvances inartificial intelligence
(A through DeepSeek, hold an important
lesson for us, India has long, deep and varied
experience in information technology. Ideally
both countries should provide a pan-Asia plat-
form for building and rolling out Al solutions
that are free of American or European biases,
India and China are also pioneers in frugal
innovation, with which DeepSeck has shaken
the West, and combining these capabilities
could yield valuable breakthroughs in chip
technology as well as new standards in clean-
tech, Two notes of caution are necessary here.,
While the cessation of hostilities and enhanced
trade ties with China are necessary, India must
sure its multi-faceted relationship with the
is not jeopardized in the process. And we
must remember that relations between neigh-
bours can never heal fully unless border issues
are resolved once and for all,
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CCl order on WhatsApp's use of
user data: Its broad thrust is fine

The NCLAT stayed a weak part of it but the case shows how privacy and antitrust issues are linked

VIVEK AGARWAL
Is head of competition law practice at DMD
Advocates.

y 123 January, the National

i © Company Law Appellate

w1l INCLAT) partially stayed an
order of the Competition Commisslon
of India (CCD imposing a penalty of
L2004 crore on WhatsApp and it par
entcompany Meta for coercing its users
to accept the WhatsApp Privacy Policy
of 2021, Compared to its eardier policy of
2006, the 2021 policy expanded the
scope of the user data that was being
collected and shared with other Meta

group companies such as Facebook and
Instugram, The CCEnoted that personal
dintin of WhatsApp's users was being

commerclilized by Meta for purposes
unrelated to the primary function of
WhatsApp,

Unlike its 2016 policy, WhatsApp's
2021 update did not ghve s users an
option o deny such commerclalization
of thetr personal data, The CCTheld that
the ‘take-dt-ar-leave- it nature of this
policy was unfair and violated India’s
comy Law, as it haed compelied
users to acoept expanded data collee
thon terms without any ‘opt-out”. The
torms of the two palicies were also
Tound to be “vague, broad, and open
ended,” allowing WhatsApp flexibility
toexpand the scope of data collection at
any time, The CCTinvestigation also
Found that by acquiring user data from
WhatsApp and combining it with data
from Facebook and Instagram, Meta
strengthened is position in the online

display advertising market. This inte
gratbon misde Motaa data ghant, as it
could monetize a vast trove of data
across multiple platforms in ways that
its competitars could not replicate,

Alang with the monetary penalty,
CCLalso imposed a couple of hehay
Joural remedies on Meta to address the
antl-competitive effects of its 2021
policy. First, it placed a complete
embargo on WhatsApp's ability to share
it user data for advertising purposes
with Meta companies for five years,
Though this seems intended to address
the undue advantiage Meta gained in the
online display advertising market, the
CClorder did not provide sound rea
soning to justily such an onerous obli
gatbon. The ban seemed more punitive
than curative. I1's no surprise that the
NCLAT has i

The second CCLremedy lald down
guldelines for WhatsApp to olitain the
consent of its users for sharing their
personal data for purposes other than
advertising. The reason for not making
these guidelines applicable to data
shared for advertising was that the first
remedy alveady prohibited it

The CClorder allowed WhitsApp to
keep gathering user data and sharing it
with Moti compantes to the extent it is
necessary for peoviding WhatsApp
services. For other purposes, agroeing
o bet such data be shared would not
be i pre-condition for usens 1o access
WhatsApp. While seeking consent, the
app would be required to specily the
purpose of sharing each category of
it and “prominently’ allow users a
cholee to opt out through its in-app
notifications. Users would also got a
“prominent’ option to review and mod
ify thelr choioe under the app's settings.

After the end of the five-year
embuargo, these guidelines would also
apply to the WhatsApp data sharod with
Meta for advertising, However, with
NCLAT staying the embargo, What
sApp must also seek the consent of s
wsers 1o shiare their data for advertising,

Otherwise, the NCLAT stay order could

L

thedr consent (at I
passess its final orden). Toavold such s
flasco, the CCTmust conslder approach
ing the appellate tribunal to clarify thit
consent guldelines also apply to data
shared for advertising purposes.

Another polnt stood out in the CCl
order. Although it made o passing
remark that the terms of the 2016 policy
waere unfair, there was no discussion on
Meta's conduct prior to 20021, The fact
that the 2016 policy had an opt-out
would suggest that user consent was not
coorced, But it remadns undetermined if
Meta's conduet between 2016 and 2021
rabsed any competition law concerns,
The CCLorder had mentioned that the
torms of the 2016 policy were also
expansive and cryptic. This means that,
even during the period between 2016
and 2021, Meta could eollect more data
and commercialize it than what users
had consented to, The CCIL however,
decided not to ook into this issue at all

This s the fiest CClorder witha
detatled discussion on data privacy
Issues. 1t bs heartening to see the CCl's
willingness to loolk into privacy issues
from a competition law perspective
even though digital personal data has a
dedicated kaw for its protection, This
position soems consistent with the view
emerging globally on the interplay
between dita protection and competl
thon baw

On 16 January, the European data
protection board highlighted the need
10 promote cooperation between per
sonal data protection and antitrust
authorities with a view to protect indi
viduals and increase their cholce. The
NCLAT stay order also indicates that it
Isinclined to ensure harmony between
competition and data protection laws,
Insofar as it allowed the parties involved
toseek modification of its order ifand
when the Digital Personal Dati Protec
thon Act of 2023 is enforced.

Divyansh Prasad and Rohan Zaveri
contributed fo this article.
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We are not talking about
reparations as a tool to
empower anybody, they are a
tool for [the UK] to atone...
Certainly no amount of
money can expedite the loss
of a loved one. You are not
going to figure out the exact
amount but the principle is

what matters.

SHASHI THAROOR I

The Raj extracted $65 trillion from us: Fact or fiction?

TIRTHANKAR ROY

I8 professor, economic hestory,
at the London School of
Economics

7N sfamin s report Takers not Makers,
i * claimy Imperial Britain "extructod”

S $65 trillion from India between 1765
and 1906 in today's money, “enough to canpet
London with £50 notes” four timesover, tak
ingg these numbers from caleulitions others
have done before. The origing go back 1o
Dadabhad Naoeojl, who, writing 125 yearsago,
called the outflow a “draln.” Oxfam uses the
number tosupport a modem-day movement.
a case for reparations Britain should pay
India.

Such numbers are moree than a criticlm of
Raj poliches. There are plenty of grounds to
critichae these, For example, it spent too little
onwelfare and infrastructure and too much
on the army, But extruction data doesa 't just
put public policy but the entire colonial sys
tem to critical seruting, It sa case agalnst the
combination of colontalism and globall

knowledge transacted more freely than in
the mid-20th century, when barriers of all
kinds went up. In the 20th contury, Marxist
intellectuals and nationalists said this capi
talisen had impoverished India by draining
TIndin’s surplus to Britain. As global Marxist
movements declined in the 1980 and 90,
the drain receded into academic obscurity.
Historian Kirti Chaudburl called the drain
theory "confused” econamices, “coloured by
political foelings.” I have criticized it too,
Around 2010, radical eritiques of globalk

cers and repatriated profits on private
 Naorofl sakd th thows did
not benefit India and happened because the
country wias a colony, Did he discount the
benefits of these transactions?
The EIC' investment of 860 million
around 1800 wasa tiny 0.06%of India's GDP.
118 textile business goner

zation and cay AMPASCS,
social mediaand popular histories after the
devastating 2008 financial crisds, There was
abacklash against Western capitalism, and
the drain idea retumed toacademics. That,
however, does not make itsound.

The figure of $65 trillion is bullt on three
bases. Fiest, In the 1760s, as the East India
Company (EIC) started sharing the govern
ance of Bengal with the Nawab's regime, a
partof the taxes of Bengal were used to fund
business investment (export of textilos). Sec
ond, in the 10th century, Indian taxes were

(o Fund an army thit fought imperialist

thon that made the 19th contury special
Private capital worldwide made heavy use

ol the open economy protected by the Brit

Ish Empire, with goods, capital, labour and

winrs, Third, India maintained an export sur
phus, which went to fund Biritak

ated employment  and . bizarre, India had 2 com
externalities in India. The ox'ams huge modity export surplus,
real drain was not exports, which ineffoct pakd for ser
l:|:l‘ the pmﬂ‘l: :umn eSﬂmate does v l"l |m;rlluul-d by Indlin
o T g { i v
were o unai, ey wers MOt Withstand T TS LEN
bl e SCTUtINY St mony. The evidence o
v ol . « P W however, isscarce,
army, The British Indian makes too For every outflow from
budget, the argument India to Britain, the former
went, paid for an Indian many f"msy got value, In the 19th cen
army that fought wars tury, the higgest payments
beyond Indian borders, a assumptlons business related.

subsidy Indlan taxpayers
paid 1o the Empire. This
claim misreads what the land army really
chih, Tt was funded by India as a deterrent o
potential conflict among its 550 princely
stites, Stmilarly, the Brivish state subsichizod

mainly under four heads: debt service, rall
wary guarantees, penskons to expatriate offi

Indi vl capability, Until World Warl,
army deployment beyond India caused litte
controversy, The army protected the huge

diaspora of Indian merchants and workers.
Without the empire’s military might, we
would not get Indians doing business in
Hong Kong, Aden, Mombasa or Natal, The
War changed the benefit-cost estimates, and

0 the 1920s, the arrangement ended
The third point that India's export surphus
was o drain iy the most

olgn investments goner

ated value in India, And the

railway network built in India, as recent

rescarch shows, created enormous value,

even helping end lamines. Naorogi thought

Interest payments on public dobt was a

waste, Bat borrowing in the cheapest money
mirket of the world made sense

Skilled people were hired globally on a

Large scale to work in India. Their salaries
have been clubbed with the so-called drain,
But consider the galns, Between 1860 and
1930, the fourth-largost cotton textile mill
Industry and the tropheal world's largest iron
and steel industey emerged in India. Indian
merchants who made money on forelgn trade
investod thelr profits in industry, Machines
and enginoens came lrom Beitain Gud in stel
from the US), The medical advances that saw
h dof famines. P re owed
to sclentists studying tropleal diseases in
India, Technical schools and colleges set up
by princely states hired profossors and
achministrators abrosd. The only definition by
which these payments were a ‘deain’ wis that
the valu 1y tor Indiagot
may have been overpriced, given cheaper
wlternatives, I thiscannot be shown, ‘extric
ton' s a meaningless word,

The big puzzle of the economic history of
colonial India is that a vast number of Indi
ans thought the Empire was a good deal,
Some made a lot of money, thanks to the
connections It forged. Cotton merchants,
mill owners, commaodity traders, princely
rubers and others galned too. A history that
does not ask why so many Indinns thought
the Raj had something positive to affer them
falls short of credibility
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Union Budget: understanding its
formulation and implications

There are three major ¢

nents of the Budget

defined, there can be many classifications and indicators of expenditure, receipts and deficits

Zico Dasgupta

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
present the Union Budget for the
upcoming year on Saturday, February 1,
2025, In this article, dated January 31,
2022, Zico Dasgupta helps us understand
how to decode the ﬂml‘n

he story so

The muluﬂ which will be
tabled in Parliament by
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, is the Government's
blueprint on expenditure, taxes it plans to
levy, and other transactions which affect
the economy and lives of citizens,

What are the major components of
the Budget?
There are three major components
expenditure, receipts and deficit
indicators, Depending on the manner in
which they are defined, there can be
many classifications and indicators of
expenditure, receipts and deficits,
Based on their impact on assets and
liabilities, total expenditure can be
divided into capital and revenue

services include expenditure on
transport, communication, rural
development, agriculoural and allied
sectors, Expenditure on the social sector
including education or health is
categorised as sockal services, Again,
depending on its effect on asset creation
or liability reduction, development
expenditure can be further classified as
revenue and capital expenditure.

The receipts of the Government have
three components - revenue receipts,
non-debt capital recelpts and
debt-creating capital receipts, Revenue
receipts involve receipts that are not
assoclated with increase in labilities and
comprise revenue from taxes and non-tax
sources, Non-debt receipts are part of
capital receipts that do not generate
additional labilities. Recovery of loans
and proceeds from disinvestments would
be regarded as non-debt receipts since
generating revenue from these sources
does not directly increase labilities, or
future payment commitments.
Debt-creating capital receipts are ones

expenditure. Capital e
incurred with the purpose of increasing
assets of a durable nuture or of reducing
recurring labilitles, Consider the
expenditure incurred for constructing
new schools or new hospitals. All these
are classified as capital expenditure as
they lead to creation of new assets,
Revenue expenditure involves any
expenditure that does not add to assets or
reduce Habilities, Expenditure on the
payment of wages and salaries, subsidies
nr Imru-ul payments would be typically

i

agggregate demand in the economy since it
involves purchase of private goods and
services by the Government sector. All tax
and non-tax revenue reduces net income
of the private sector and thereby leads to
reduction in private and aggregate
demand. But except for exceptional
circumstances, the GDP, revenue receipt
and expenditure typically show a
tendency to rise over time, Thus, the
trend in absolute value of expenditure
and receipts in themselves have little use
for meaningful analysis of the Budget.
The trend in expenditures and revenue is
analysed either by the GDP or as growth
rates after accounting for the inflation
rate,

Reduction in expenditure GDP ratio or
Increase in revenue recelpt-GDP ratio
indicates the Government's policy to
reduce aggregate demand and viceversa,
For similar reasons, reduction in fiscal
deficitGDP ratio and primary deficit GDP
ratios indicate Government policy of
reducing demand and vice versa.

Since different components of
expenditure and revenue can have

that itwulws higher liabilities and future different effects on income of different

i is of the classes and social groups, the Budget also
Gmemmem Fiscal deficit by d is | has impl for income distrib
the difference b total di For ple, revenue | such

and the sum of revenue mclpt: and
non-debt receipts, It indicates how much
the Government is spending in net terms,
Since positive fiscal deficits indicate the
amount of expenditure over and above
revenue and non-debt receipts, it needs to
be financed by a debt-creating capital
receipt, Primary deficit is the difference
between fiscal deficit and interest

nts, Revenue deficit is derived by

| as revenue exy

Depending on the manner in wlmh it
affects different sectors, expenditure is
also classified into () general services (i)
economic services, (ilf) social services and
(iv) grants-in-aid and contribution. The
sum of expenditure on economic and
social services together form the

deducting capital i from fiscal
deficits,

What are the Impllcldou of the
Budget on the economy?

‘The Budget has an implication for
aggregate demand of an economy. All
C "

h or

expenditure, receipts and deficit indicators, Depending on the manner in which they are

to all countries, Rather, policy targets are
sensitive to the nuture of economic theory
and depend on the specificity of an
economy.

In Indla's case, its present fiscal rule is
guided by the recommendations of the
N.K. Singh Committee Report. Allowing
for some deviations under exceptional
times, it has three policy targets
maintaining a specific level of debt-GDP
ratio (stock target), fiscal deficit-GDP ratio
(flow target) and revenue deficit-GDP ratio
(composition target).

Though both expenditure and revenue
receipts can potentially act as policy
instruments to meet specific set of fiscal
rules, tax-rates within the existing policy
framework happen to be determined
lndc!)emlenl ::ff l'h: expenditure

1! ! b
in the present institutional framework in
India, it is primarily the expenditure
which is adjusted to meet the fiscal rules
at given tax-ratios,

Such an adjustment mechanism has at
least two related, but analytically distinct
implications for fiscal policy, First,
in ndent of the extent of expenditure

to stimulate the economy or boost
labour income, existing fiscal rules
pmvidr a cap on expenditure by
i the three policy tangets, Second,

as emy

food subsidies can directly boost the
income of the poor. Concession in
corporate tax may directly and positively
affect corporate incomes. Though both a
rise in ! for I

under uny situation when the debt-ratio
or deficit ratio ks greater than the targeted
level, expenditure is adjusted in order to
mm the policy targets. By implication,

xmnme;' schemes or reduction in the
corporate tax would widen the fiscal
deficit, its implications for income
distribution would be different.

‘What are fiscal rules and how do they
affect policy?

Fiscal rules provide specific policy targets
on the basis of which fiscal policy Is
formed. Policy targets can be met by
using different policy instruments. There
exists no unigue fiscal rule that is applied

of the state of the economy
and the need for expansionary fiscal
policy, existing policy targets may | lead
the G to reduce 3

In the midst of the in:drquuciu of
fiscal policy to address the contemporary
challenges of unemployment and low
output growth rate, the nature and
objective of fiscal rules in India would
have to be re-examined,

Zico Dasgupta is an Assistant Professor
at the School of Arts and Science, Azim

Premfi University, Bengaluru
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Please send In your answers 1o
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

From the birth of a few famous people to patents, inventions and book releases,

here is a quiz on some of them which happened on January 29

Sindhu Nagara) .

QUESTION 4
. The Raven was fiest attributed to this
QUESTION 1 American writer in print in the New York
The phrase “axis of evil” was first used by Evening Mirrar an this day in 1845, Which
U.S. President George W. Bush an Jamary poet wrote it?
29, 2002, Which countries did he refer to, to | &
pingoint the commaon enemies of the U.S? QUESTION S

[N

QUESTION 2

This American artist, dubbed the queen of
all media, was born on this day in 1954,
Once, she was the warld's only black
billionalre. Identify her,

-

QUESTION 3

This German mechanical engineer
patented the first practical automabile
powered by an internal-combustion
engine. Today, the brand assoclated with
his name is one of the world's largest
premium vehicle brands, Name the

engineer
™ 3
K O0

This Indian activist-joumalist from Karmnataka
was born on this day in 1962, She was
murdered outside her home in 2017, At the
tme of her death, she was known for being a
critic of right-wing Mindu extremism. Identify
her, What was the name of the newspaper
that she worked for as an editor?

S

QUESTION &

This American journalist and critic died on
this day In 1962. One of his well-known

Questions and Answers to the previous day's dally
quiz: 1. The number of crew members in the Challenger
Space Shuttle, This was its primary goal. Ans: Seven; It
was to launch the second Tracking and Data Relay
Satellite (TORS-B)

2. The ferale crew member wha would have become the
first teacher in space, Ans: Christa Corrigan McAuliffe
3. Number of seconds after which the tragedy happened,
The last words heard from pilot Michael Smith, Ans: 73

seconds; ‘Uh-oh'

4. This caused the death of the astronauts, Ans: Loss of
cabin pressure and oxygen deficlency minutes
before Impact

5. The connection Nell Armstrong and Sally Ride have
with the Challenger disaster. Ans: They were part of
the ‘Rogers Commission’ that investigated the
disaster

6. Name the Nobel Laureate who demondtrated that loss
of O-ring resiliency was the prime cause for the disaster,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K, Subrahmanian
S.Upendran

“The fourth rule is .."

“Before you discuss the fourth rule,

please tell me the dl!lt:rem:c between
‘waste” and

‘Aot of people use them as if they
were synonyms. They have different
meanings. Some think that wastage and
waste mean the same but wastage is more
impressive! '‘Waste' means ‘rubbish or
refuse’, ‘useless excess material! These
are the waste products. It s a waste of
precious time and energy. Wastage means
‘amount that is wasted”, It also means
“hoss by use, wear or leakage.' In places
where petrol s stored, you must allow for
wistage of petrol because of evaporation,
Wastage is the result of natural causes,
When a person is told that he has wasted
samething, there is a tone of criticism,
“Waste' !m‘:ﬂcu moral censure, “Wastage'
has no such moral undertones, In
commerclal lammf natural wastage
means ‘loss of em ?‘" because they
retire and move to other places and not
through redundancy’”

“What is redundancy?”

“Redundancy is ‘a state of being
redundant” Redundant means ‘not
needed, superfluous’. Good writing must
be clear and precise: no word should be
redundant or vague, Let me read out &
passage from Somerset Maugham: ‘Some
writers who do not think clearly are
inclined to suppose that their thoughts
have a significance greater than at first
sight appears, It is flattering to believe
that they are too profound to be
expressed so clearly that all who run may
read, and very naturally it does not occur
to such writers that the fault is with their
own minds which have not the faculty of
precise reflection, Here again the magic of
the written word obtains, It is very easy to
persuade oneself that a phrase that one
does not quite understand may mean a
great deal more than one realises. From
this there is only a litthe way to go to fall
into the habit of setting down one's
impressions in all their original
vagueness, Fools can always be found to
discover a hidden sense in them. There is
another form of wilful obscurity that
masquerades as aristocratic
exclusiveness. The author wraps his
meaning in mystery so that the vulgar
shall not participate in it. His soul is a
secret garden into which the elect may
penetrate only after overcoming a
number of perilous obstacles. But this
kind of obscurity is not only pretentious:
it is shortsighted, For time plays it an odd
trick. If the sense Is meagre time reduces
it to & meaningless verblage that no one
thinks of reading'."

“Very good. By the way, what's the
meaning of ‘sendee'?"

"Sendee means 4 person or a party to
whom a thing is sent, ‘It is formed on the
analogy of ‘vendee’, the purchaser”.

Published in The Hindu on December 6,
1994,

Word of the day

Punctilious:
marked by precise accordance to detalls
Synonyms: meticutous

Usage: ve is punctilious in his attention to
rules of etiquette.

Pronunciation: newsth.iive/
punctillouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jpagkutl.es/

For feedback and suggestions for

works include this book in which the title
has two words: ane Is his name, and the
ather s the word ‘Chrestomathy’ Name the
first word/his name.

- » a

LY
Visual question:
Identify this Russian writer who was born on

this day,

[

Ans: Richard Feynman

Visual: This astronaut later became the first teacher 1o go
Into space. Ans: Barbara R, Morgan

Early Birds: Kanchan Sharma| Ashish Nair

Il S

Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'

. -a “~
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DeepSeek won't

ink U

feecbackiiiveming com

ecossity might be the

mother of all inven

thon, but spurking the
maother of all selloffs seemed
Tl stretch,

Thist wisn't the case Moneday
moming though, as LS, mur
Ketsopened to fresh fearabout
DeepSeck. The Chinese artifl
clal-intelligence startup
announced asignificant break
through late last woek with Al
mockeds thist perform nearly on
par with advanced U.S.-bom
technology. The rub is that
DeepSeek clabms to have trained
one ol its latest maodels for $5.6
million in computing costs—a
fraction of what s currently
spent on this side of the Pacilic
on the sume activity. OpenAl's
GIT-Smoded that wis Lweched
it 2025 cost mone than $I00
million to traln, sccording to
ChielExecutive Sam Altman, In
a podeast lust year, Anthropic
CEO Dario Amoded said the cost
o traln some models s
appraaching$1 billion

Such blowout costs have
been great news for companics
suchas Nvidia, Broadeom and
Maryvell, which have soen their
market values surge because
of explosive demand for Al
chips and services. The high
entry price of Al-and sanc
tions from the US. govern.
ment limiting the sale of
advanced Alchips o Chinese
companies —also serve as a
competitive moat for tech
ttans such as Microsolt, Ama
won, Google and Meta Pl
Torms They are smong the fow
companies with enough capl
tal to build out expensive Al
networks on i large scale

Hence,
Deep
Seok's

break

through sounds like particu
larly bad news for nearly every
company carrylng a market
capltalization of more than $1
trillion. Nvidia und Broadeom
shares crashed more than 14%
by Monday afternoon, leading
a chip-sector selloff’ that
clipped more than 8% from the
PHEX Semiconductor Index.
Microsoft and Google parent
Alphabet—the  companies
seen at the forefront of offer
ing Al-bused clowd-compating
services—suffered 3% hits dur
ing morning trading. The
tech-heavy Nasdag slid 3%,
compared 1o a small gain by
the blue-chip Dow Jones
Industrial Avernge.

The selloff soems excessive,
Much remains unknown
about DeepSeek’s clalms,
Including what sorts of chips
the company had access to
despite the effect ol sanctions,
Several chip analystson Mon
day disputed the notion that
DeepSeck bulltsomething on
parwith advanced US, based
Al models at such a low cost
“DeepSeck DID NOT ‘build
OpenAl foe 85 million, " wrote
Stacy Rasgon of Bernstein,
“The ‘DeepSeek’ moment Is
driving investors to shoot first
and ank questions later,” wrate
Joshua Buchalter of TD

Returning Gazans take

hen a coase-fire
took effoct in Guza
this month, Ibeahim
Ruba'a went buek to Jabaliy
the scene of rounds of intense
fighting betwoeen Palestinian
mdlitant group Hamas and the
Israell military —to see what
haed become of his home,
“Twas shocked by whist Lsw
The whole
area s

destroyed.
N I
35, The apurtment
building that housed his
extendod Lamily had b
reduced torubble, he sakd, snd
the smull coffee shop he ran
was badly damaged and flled
with driftlng yellow sind,
Across swaths of the Gaza
Strip, the extent of destruction
Trom 15 months of war s so vist
that many Palestindans, able to
survey the damage for the first
time since the fighting
stopped, say they don't think

S. Al titan

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

DeepSeek

DeepSeak’s Al models
perform nearly on par with
advanced US tech a

Cowen. "While DoepSeek's
achlevement coald be ground
breaking, we question the
nothon that iis feats were done
without the use of advanced
GPUs to fine tune IL" wrote
At Malik of Cltigroup.
Moreimportut, suchatech
nbenl breakthrough bs unlilely
to cool the Al race or even cut
down the funds being poured
Ievto it Adddressbog the compuant
son of DeepSeek to Sputnik,
Edward Yangof Oppenheimer
sabc the Spce Race didn't result
in less money going out the
door, “Increased competition
rarely reduces  aggregate
spencing,” he wrote Ina note Lo
chients, Plerre Fermagu of New
Street Research noted that
moreadvanced *frontier mod
ls” will still need 1o push the
techincal ecge and wse the most
advanced compating resources,
while smaller "lagging edge”
models will push to develop
more cost-effickent Al features,
“DeepSeck Is not i game
changer, and on the contrary
fits very well with the way wo
have seen the industry evoly
Ing in the last three years,”
Ferragu
wrote.
Indeed,
DeepSeek's
breskthrongh comes just as Al
spending appesns to be getting
wother g up. Meta CEO M,
Zuckerberg announced plans
on Friday to boost capital
spending yetagain toas much as
$65billion this yearalone, That
came on the heels of the Star
gate Project involving OpenAl,
SoltBank and Oracle that alms
tospend asmuch asSS00 billion
on Alinfrstructure,
Microsoft, which reports
quarterly results on Wodnes
day, will be the first big tech
company with the opportunity
tosignal whether DoepSeek's
breeakthroagh will doep-sixits
Investment plans. The com
pany ks expected to drop about
S84 billon n capital spending
for the liscal year ending in
June and $94 billion in the
next year, sccording to con
sensus estimates from Visible
Alpha. 8o far, the company
certilnly isn't signaling a plan
1o pull buck on its ambitions
"As Al gets more efficient
and accesaible, we will see ity
use skyrocket, tuming it intoa
commodity we Just can't get
enough of," wrote Microsolt
CEO Satya Nadells In i post on
XonMonday moming.
The Alspending war might
Just be entering a new phise.
12025 DOW JONES & CO. INC.

they will be able to return o
thedr homes soon.,

Entire neighborhoods have
been Oattened, There Is no
running waterorelectricity in
much of the strip. Many dead
bodies are belioved buried
under collapsed bulldings, In
partsof Jabalia, the landscape
wiis so strewn with debrds that
it was difficult to find a place to
phtchatem, residents seeking
o return sakd

The scabe of the damage will
welgh
heavily on
elforts o
rebuild in
the Gaza Strip and likely cast a
long shadow over postwar
recovery for the Palestinian
enclave. Ifand when there lsa
durable peace, the challenge
ofreconstruction in Gaza will
rivil that of any battefield in
the recent history of warfare.

“Theonly real close histord
cal snalogy s the IS
thon of Germany and Japan
alter World War 11" said Rob
ert Pape, a political scientist at
the University of Chicago and

\Y4

mint

LIVEMINTCOM

Trump order freezing foreign aid
halts programs globally, prompts

(¥ confusion and rush for waivers

Suspension affects humanitarian programs, counterterrorism efforts and weapons financing

WASHINGTON, US

Trump administration

ordor pausing almost all

forelgn nld has left coun

terterrorism training in

Somalia, IV treatment
In Ugnnda, narcotics interdiction in
Colombia, prosthetics for refugees
from Myanmar, and many more
LS, fundod overseas assistance pro
grams in sudden lmbo,

The Jan. 24 directive stated that
the State Department and the US.
Agency for International Develop
ment “shall not provide foreign
assdstance” until a high-level review
of the programs is completed, exoept
o Isaed s Egypt and in severe cases.
where emergency food pssistance is
neede

USATD acting Administrator Jason
Giray put dozens ol ngency officials on
administrative beave Monday, saying
they were suspected of seeking to cir
cumvent Trumgp's orders. One agency
stalfer sald 57 officials were put on
leave

“We have identifiod severnl actions
within USAID that appear to be
designed to clrcumvent the Presi
dent’s Executive Orders,” Gray sald in
A message 1o the agency viewed by
The Wall Street Journal,

Father than just pausing new fund
ing, the order instructed US. govern
ment officials to isue so-called stop
work orders 1o nongovernmental
organizations and ald groups to keep
them from using US, funding they
have already recetved

Ald groups sald the stop-work
ordens also prevent them from dis
tributing We-saving supplies, such as
early-childhood vaccines or bed nets
to prevent malaria, that they have
lready purchased with U,S, money

The three-manth pause stunned
US. oMetals and ald workers, who
sild the interruption in the roughly
$60 billion for
elgn-aid budget
for this year could
soverely damage

vital programs in some countries and
leave an opening for China and other
adversaries o supplant Washington
s i more reliable bonefactor,

"Everyone inmy workd bs walking
around today with our hakron fire and
our jaws on the floor,” sald Jeremy
Konyndyk, the president of Refugees
International and a former senlor
USAID official in the Biden and
Obama administrations.

Aid groups and U.S. officials
responsibile for administering assist
ance programs have looded the State
Dopartment with requests for waly
ers, arguing that even a temporary
halt could cost lives,

Because of the State Department's
role in overseelng anms transfers, the
ald suspension appears to freeze

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

tock of des
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Trump administration's order Instructed officials 1o issue stop-work orders 10 ald groups 1o keep them from using US funding they have already received. g

financing that the State Dy ment
provides to Talwan and Ukradne for
LIS, weapons, although that ks not the
only source of arms for those coun
res.

A State Depurtment spokeswoman
sald the pause Is noeded so the agency
can ensure the forelgn-assistance
programs are efficient and support
President Tramp's “America First
agenda.” She didn'trespond 1o ques
thons about which walvers might be
granted, the specific progrums that
are being patused or the implications
abroad,

InUganda, where an estimited 143
million people are living with HIV
health authorities have raised the
wlarm about the shrupt interruption
of the funding to
reverse years ol
steady gains
agalost HIV/Akds.
With annual funding of around $500
million, the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief, or Peplar, has
been providing treatment to most
Ugandans living with HIV across 24
districts, sccording to the Uganda
Alds Commission,

Peplar’s investments in HIV pre

vention measures are projected to
avert some 190,000 new HIV infec
tions by 2030, according to the
ralth ministry,
We are trying to discuss with
some of our partners to see how to
navigate,” sald Brian Aliganyira, who
runs an HIV/AIDS treatment pro
gram at the Ark Wellness Hub, »
clinic in Central Uganda, “Honestly,
we don't know what will happen to
our pathents.”

In Somalia, the stop-work order
has spurred concerns about how a
warehouse full of weapons used by
government forces in Mogadishu

been provided by local nationals
employed by a private company
under US, oversight, people Buniliar
with the matter sald

State Department officlals were
considering steps Monday to adedress
the problem, but it remains unclear
whether a walver will be kssued or If
alternative security arrangements
willbe devised

Washington's funding has been
particulardy important insome of the
largest humanitarian erises in recent
years. Last year, for instance, it con
tribasted 47% to the U N s emengency
response plan for Sudan and nearly
70% of that for the Democratie
Republic of Congo,

In eastern Syria, US.-funded aid
groups delivering food, water and
sanitation services 1o a 40,000+ per
son refugoee camp halted operations
within minutes of Friduy's order,
three ald workers sakd,

The Al Hol cimp s filled with the
Farnvilies of Islamie State militants and
others swept up in the chaos of north
oust Syrda during the US, Jed military
CHmpabgn i st Inkamile State, A cut
off of US,funded assistance would
encourige the termorist group's sym
pathizers to recruit for thelr canse,
the abd workers sald.

“When services are canceled, it
creates unrest,” sald a senior aid
worker at the camp, “Those who
don't have thelr needs met could be

the roads,

more susceptible to rndicalization.”

On Monday the State Department
Issued a walver that enabl
pended contricts to be rer
two weeks, allowing ald workers (o
onee agaln pay security staff in the
sprawling tent clty

The ULS, is by far the world's lrgest
fuender of humanitaran aid and one of
the largest contributors to forelgn
assistanoe more broadly, In 2023, the
last year for which internationally
comparable figures are available, the
U8, was responsible for $64.7 billion
of the $223.3 billion in foreign akd
provided by rich countries in the
Organization for Eco

Baorder Health Development Foun
datbon, which also pays for thelr trest
ment In Thal hospitals and provides
rehabilitation and prostheses for
those with permanent disabilities
Ihe group depends on the State
Department’s Bureaw of Population,
Redugees, and Migration for 24% ol
budget and recedved a stop-work
arder on Sunday, sald its director,
Mahn Mahn
group has already cut food
rathons to pathents in hall and reduced
the salartes for medical and other stall
by If the ald freeze lasts for
longer than 90 daysor U8, funding s
cutoffentively, they will

nomic Cooperation and Officials said no longer be able to pay
Development, accord their goal is for eritical medicine or
ing to the One Cam to ensure that their pathents’ hospital
|ull>ux . lore(gn aid hlll\\, Muh‘n Mahn sad
Trump administr Around 50 amputees
Mclals said their | Denefitedthe o0 Coling for
goal is to ensure that US and American prostheses might never
foreign aid benefited taxpayers recelve them. “We can

the US, and American =
taxpayers. But critios say
that freeze could hurt US, interests.

In Colombla, the pause threatens
to doepen security challenges as the
country Is seeing a resurgence in
cocalne production and guerrilla
wardire, all whike the Trump adminis
trathon s pressuring partners to curh
drug trafficking

Colombla s slated 1o recelve $380
million in 2025 for counternarcotios
and economic development Initia
tives, more than any other country In
the Western Hemisphere,

In another conflict zone, people
Injured fn the war in Myanmar are
transported by the Thailand-based |

find contingencles for
three months, but iFicis
longer than three months we can
not,” he sakd.

The State Department s one of the
Teading funders of Chilnese civil sock
ety organizations, providing much
needed support to human-rights
groups steaining against the Chinese
Communist Party's crackdown on
minorithes.

“If the pause becomes a full
Nedged stop...Beljing will be over

Joved,” said Tom Kellogg, executive

director of Georgetown University's
Center for Aslan Law

€202 DOW JONES & CO. INC.
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truction after cease-fire

nelghborhoods in the Gaza

anexpert on aerial bomblng,

Over theweekend, President
Trump sakd Gaza “is lterally a
demolithon site right now” and
suggested that authorities
should “clear out the whole
thing," moving Palestinians to
Egyptand Jordun temporarily
or for the longer term.

The idea was dismissed by
Jordan along with Hamas and
the Palestinian Authority
Egypt haxalso longopposed a
mass exodus of Palestinlans
from Gaza

Israel declared war on
Hamas after the militant
group led the Oct, 7, 2023,
attacks on Iseael that suthord
thessay left 1,200 poople de
Mare than 200 people were
Kkidnapped by militants and
taken to Gaza as hostages,
Those who remain are being
rebeased [n stages as part of
the couse-fire deal

The conflict has killed more
than 47.000 Palestinians,
according to health suthorities
in Gaza, who don't say how
many were combatants,

In the area north of Gaza

Many Palestinians don't think they will be able 1o return to their
homes soon due 1o the extent of destruction from the war, an

City that includes Jabalia,
74.2% of bulldings lkely have
been dumaged or destroyed,
according toan analysis of sat
ellite data by researchers
Carey Scher of CUNY Gradu
ate Center and Jamon Vin Den
Hoekof Oregon State Univer
sty

Jabalia was home to many
refugees who moved (o Gaza
as a result of the 48 war at
the creation of Israel. Rela

7

tively poor compared with
Gaza Clty, it was also a dense
and bustling urban area with
apartment  blocks, shops,
schools and mosques,

Now, returning residents
sy Jubabla bs o hunar landscape
of shattered concrete. The
skeletons of bulldings stand
next o mowntains of masonry,
rebar, door frames and shards
of glass. The dust has con

goaled into mud that covers

“You Just have to clear up
tons and tons of rubble,” sakd
Caroline Sandes, an expert on
posteonflict reconstruction at
University College London,
“ICH happen because people
are resilient always, but it's
golng to be diMcule.”

Multiple rounds of fighting
in and around Jabalia have
been especially intense, with
Israel using alrestrikes, armor
and infantry to attack Hamas
anullitants and whit it described
as their extensive under

ground system of tunnels,
weapons depots and other
Infrastructure,

Humas, whose units in Jab
alla were seen as among the
best equipped and organtzed
in Gaza, Tought back with
senall arms, artilbery and anti
tank missiles, More than 40
Israell soldiers have been
Kellbee in Jabadia and elsewhere
in northern Gaza In recent
months,

Isrueli troops first moved
Into Jabalia in the early stage
of the war alter a flerce three

week-long campalgn of air
strikes. A noncommissioned
olficor In a combat engineer
Ing unit who served in Jabal
sald the area looked largely
Intact at that time

By the ¢ the soldier
retumed tothe city in October
last year, the area was almost
totally destroyed, he sakd, Phe
tos he shared with The Wall
Street Jowrnal, including
drone Imagery, showed sol
diers walking and driving
vehicles around the rulned
remalns of housesand piles of

dobrls and gurbage,

"We completely flattened
Jabalia, 100% of the bulldings
areuninhabitable,” he told the
Jowernad this month, before the
couse-fire went into effect,

Asked about the sergeant
major's claims, the lsraell
military said it operated in
Jabalia “against the Hamas
Northern Gaza Brigades' ter
rorist Infrastructure and
operatives who have system
atically explolted civilian
centers,” The military also
sald, “In cortaln cases, entire

Stripare converted Into com
bat complexes, which are
utilized for ambushes, hous
Ing command and control
coenters, weapon warehonses,
combut tunnels, observation
posts, firing positions, booby
trapped houses, and for set
ting explosives in the streets,”
Zushair Motawaq, s 55-year
old gardener from Jaballa, left
his fourth-Noor apartment in
the clty early last year follow
Ing an evacution order from
the Isruedi army. The family
took shelter inaschool in Gaza
Clty
When he went back last
Sunclay after the conse-fire, he
found that where his bullding
had stood there was nothing
but rubble and muddy carth,
T'he building had been
bombed, and the rubble later
bulldozed by Gazan authori
thes to cleara path for prople o
wilk through the area,
“Isall rabble and sand,” he
sl “We are below zero,”
£2025 DOW JONES & CO. INC,
feedbackyelivemint.com
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Substantive equality in child marriage laws

Allahabad High Court

annulled the marriage of a
couple, who got married when the
man was 12 and the worman was
nine, under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006,
While the man had filed a petition
for divorce when he was 20 years,
10 months and 28 days old, he
later amended his plea for
nullification of the marriage under
Section 3 of the PCMA. This allows
any party who got married as a
child to seek annulment of the
marriage as long as the petition is
filed within two years of attaining
majority.

n Sanjay Chaudhary v.
l Guddan (2024), the

Artificial differentiation
While ‘child’ in PCMA means a girl
below 18 years and a boy below 21
years of age, under the Majority
Act, 1875, majority is attained on
completing the age of 18 years,
without any distinction between
men and women, A literal reading
of the provisions of the PCMA thus
sugggests that both male and
female parties can seck
annulment before they attain 20
years of age. The question that
arises is whether the male party
can annul the marriage at 23 years
or 20 years, due to the
gender-based difference in the
minimum age of marriage.

In 2011, the Madras High Court
in T. Shvakumar v. The Inspector of
Police held that a literal
ind ation will create an unfair
de for males married at
20 who, despite being married
below the age, would not be
able to annul their marriage, and
thus interpreted the age limit for
annulment for males to be 23,
Now, the Allahabad High Court in
Sanfay Chaudhary has
this by reasoning that male parties
entering into a marriage after
attaining 18 years cannot claim
ignorance of law or incapacity, as
amale above 18 years is
criminalised under PCMA for
marrying a female child. The
Allahabad High Court noted that
the difference in the minimum age
of marriage stems from patriarchal

older and financially responsible good, Indian laws recognise 18 as
in a marriage, while women are the age at which all major civil and
perceived as secondary partners political rights take effect such as
and child-bearers, It opined that voting, buying and selling
having the same age limit, Le., property, and entering into
Anindita within 20 years of age, to file a contracts, among others. To delay
Pattanavak nulllly T:mbn Is aligned with the | the civil right to enter into
Legal Researcher at of .mdcr equality, marrfage and blur the distinction
Enfold Proactive se observations between adults and children
Meakth Truat Allnhnhnd mp. Court felt bound | would deprive adults between
by the Supreme Court’s 1821 years of their right to life,
observation in Imyamdmr liberty, decisional autonomy,
Thought v. Union of India (2017), m and dignity, A 2024 study
which mentioned that men E; Id Proactive Health Trust

Director-Research at

notions that expect men to be

file annulment petitions till the age
of 23 years. Consequently, the
Allahabad High Court annulled the
child marriage, and the wite,
aggerieved by this ruling, has

health, will do more harm than

and Civic Data Lab, based on 174
PCMA judgments from three
States, revealed that 49.4% of

with the girls’ families lodging

led before the I in 80% of these cases
e croacti Court. While the Court pposed to families reporting it
e will decide the age limit for boys In m‘ymwuflmnmd or
and men to file nullity petitions rllgu R-Idm the age
under the PCMA, the High Court's ofnunupwl her extend

interpretation results in o outcomes can be better achieved
substantive unfair disadvantage, through less restrictive and more
iving males more time than substantive alternatives such as
les to exit a child marrl-a. access to free and compulsory
leaving wives unp ted and di till 18 years, soclal
disproportionately affected, which | security schemes, barrier free
undermines the central objective access to health services, and
of the PCMA to protect and comprehensive sexuality
advance the status of women. education,
Men are given A case for no difference An opportunity
more time than This case exemplifies the need for | This is an opportunity to examine
women 1o exit a an uniform age of marriage in the injustice in women's access to
hild marviage. Inclia, but raising it to 21, as was annulment arising from different
& £ ige. proposed in the now-lapsed minimum ages for marriage,
This calls for a Prohibition of Child Marriage consider an increase in the time
uniform age of (Amendment) Bill, 2021, to delay limit for seeking annulment, and
marrkige at 18, pregnancy and marriage, and prescribe 18 as the uniform age of
not 21 advance women's education and marriage for all genders.

reasoning strikes at gendered
assumptions that may require
re-examining the legal age for

marriage,

In Independent Thought, the
issue before the Supreme Court
was the constitutionality of the
marital rape exception in respect
of wives below 18 years, and not
the age limit for filing a nullity
petition under the PCMA. Its
observation that “a male child can
get the marriage annulled betore
attaining the age of 23 years” was
made without examining in detail
annulment under the PCMA, This | and improved health

agency of women to be with a

place them at greater risk of
deprivation of social protection
and health services as they ma
fear criminal repercussions if !

breakdown of families, and

institutionalisation of youny

people, at a significant

socio-economic and health cost,

e, Cendr

usti em. Gender equal
Syst | qu

these marriages were selfinitiated,

state and parental control over the
partner of their choice. It will also

child marriage is reported. It will
result in more arrests, detention,

A case of troubled waters

STATE OF PLAY

subbura gavaravarapuiehebind.co.in

he Andhra Pradesh go

vernment's ambitious

to link the waters

of the Godavari and Krishna
has become controversial,

Touted by Chief Minister
Chandrababu  Naidu as a
“game dunﬁr" the Godavari-
Banakacherla project aims to
Eld: ¢ drinking water to 80

people and ensure an ad-
ditional 7.5 lakh acres of irri-
gated land. It is estimated o
cost 80,12 crore and is ex-
to be completed in

three years.

‘The Telangana government
has protested against the
Ject, According to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, if any State wants to
build a project on any river in
these two States, it must in-
form the Godavari River Man-
agement Board and the Krish-
na River Management Board
as well as the neighbouring
State. Telangana argues that
Andhra Pradesh ook up the
project without providing this
information.

The division of water re-
sources has been a source of

estions have been raised over the Godavari-Banakacherla

and transfer water. In the third
ummt, water will be divert-

ed from Bollapalli to Banaka-
cherla, which will be the gate-
way to Rayalaseema,

Mr. Nafdu urged UI! visiting
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on January 18 to help
Andhra Pradesh complete the
project. He tokd the media that
he had already discussed the
project with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
during his visit to Delhi last
December, The ball is now in
the Central  government's
court. If the inter-State water
disputes are solved, Andhra
Pradesh will be able to take up
the project, which Is impor-
tant to the State and particu-

Andhra
Pradesh

sation Act es for pro-
Jectwise allocation of water
between the riparian States,
Telangana Chiel Minister Re-
vanth Reddy has also stated
that his government would
put up a strong case before the
Krishna Water Disputes Tribu-
nuldl for the allocation of
Krishna river water to Telan-
gana under Section 3 of the In-
terState River Water Disputes
Act (ISRWDA), 1956. Telanga-
na contends that the Apex
Council set up under the Reor-
ganisation Act also supported
the clim for allocation of wa:
ter between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, as per Sec
thon 3 of ISRWDA.

Perhaps expecting such op-
position, Mr. Naidu chose his
words carefully while speak-
ing of the details of the pro-

. He stressed that the Bana-
herla project involved the

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has said that a #y’
brid model would be adopted
for completion of the project
and would involve State and
Central funding and private
partnerships. It clarified that
the project will not be under
private control and that the
government will “pay annul
ty" to the investors akin to toll
collected by the road users.
There are apprehensions that
the burden of the annuity will
be passed on to the farmers,
The government should clear

friction

and Andhra Pradesh ever
since the bifurcation of And-
hra Pradesh in 2014, Telanga-
a1, which Is upstream, asserts
its right to use waters of the
Krishna river for projects such
as the Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme, while
Andhra Pradesh believes that

“Intra-State linking of rivers”
and that the interlinking of riv-
ers is the responsibility of the
Union government. He argued
that as an aqueduct would be
used to transfer waters from
the Godavari to the Krishna,
there may not be demands
from other co-basin States of
the Krishna river to share in
thé siond

the air on this issue before go-
ing abead with the project.
While the State government
has embarked on this 1,
86 other irrigation projects re
main pending in Andhra Pra
desh. The status on the Polav-
aram  project, which s
considered the lifeline of And-
hra Pradesh, remains unclear,
If work on the Banakacherla

are
tal w the flow downstream
and would potentially impact
Emkcu such as Banakacher-
Both Andhra Pradesh and
refer to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, to make their case.
Recalling that the Reorgani

‘The project will be taken up
in three segments, The first
segment  involves  diverting
water from the Polavaram
project to the Krishna river, In
the second segment, the go-

prog o con
struct the Bollapalli reservoir

project begins, these pending
projects as well as the issues
relating to the Polavaram pro-
Ject are likely to be on the back
burner. In the next three to
(nur years, discussions will

bly centre around the

la project.

+

Govt. schoolchildren lead recovery in basic skills; private ones lag

Not all States conformed to the national trend. Students in many States are

basic arithmetic opem:lun- ex-

ceeded r pandemic
among botl md priv-
Samreen Wani ate schools, as per the 2024 data.
Vignesh Radhakrishnan However, the recovery was stron-
ger among government schoolchil-
he closure of schools dur- | dren compared to their private
Ing the DOVID 19 pmdnm COUNErparts.

Chart 2 shows the share of rural
lhenbill\ynfmnl hoolchild hoolchildren in Class 5 who
to divide three-digit numbers and | could divide three digit numbers.
madamwphlnmmnd The share of government school
language. Latest data for 2024, | students who could do this de

published in the Annual Status of
Education Report (Rural), broadly

\ that rural schoolchildn
have largely recovered from the
learning loss vxpcrhnced duﬂm
the pandemic. However,
ery appears uneven wﬁm lhednm
are analysed in detail,

To understand the Jearni
losses during the pandemic as wel
as the postpandemic recovery,
the story used data for Class 5 chil-
dren from the report. First, while
children showed significant im-
provement in their arithmetic abil
ithes, their progress in reading abil-
ity has been less pronounced.
Second, government schoolchil-
dren showed strong recovery in
reading abilities, with the share of
those who can read a paragraph in
their regional las reaching
pre-pandemic levels. While private
schoolchildren have made some

Kom . the iy
duced decline, the share whu
could read a paragraph in their re-

remained well be-
pre-pandemic standards,

Chart 1 shows the share of rural
schoolchildren in Class 5 who
could read a Class 2-level text (a pa-
ragraph) in their regional lan
guage. The share of government
school students who could read
the text dropped from 44.2% in
2018 to 38.5% in 2022 and im-
proved to 44.8% in 2024 - 4 6.3
percentage point recovery, For
E:Mn- school students, it dropped

om 65.1% in 2018 to 56.8% in
2022 and improved to 59.3% in
2024 - only a 2.5-point recovery.

Third, the proportion of ¢!
dren who were able o perform

‘" a»

clined from 22.7% in 2018 to 21.6%
in 2022 and improved to 26,5% in
2024 - a 4.9-point recovery. The
share of private school students
whao could do the same dropped
from 39.8% in 2018 to 38.7% in
2022 and improved to 41.8% in
2024 - only a 3.1-point recovery.

Fourth, not all States followed
the national trend, There were ma-
ny patterns and variations in State-
level data. Table 3 shows the
Statewise share of rural school-
children in Class 5 who could read
a Class 2devel text (a paragraph) in
their reglonal language in 2018,
2022, and 2024. Table 4 shows the
same for those who could divide
three-digit numbers,

In Table 3, States/Union Terri:
tories such as Assam, Haryana, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttarak-
hand, and Tamil Nadu conformed
to the national trend. In Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala, the share of
government schoolchildren who
could read did not recover from
the pandemic lows. In Bihar, the

ing ability of private school-
children did not recover. In Chhat-
tisgarh, there was no m:owrr
among  government  schoolchil
dren or amang private ones,

In Table 4, States such n Kar-
nataka and Madhya Pradesh con-
formed to the national trend. In
Kerala, the share of those who
could divide three-digit numbers
did not recover from the lows re-
corded during the pandemic in
both private and public schools. In
fact, in 2024, the share worsened
further in Kerala.

et to recover from

andemic lows

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Canada’s abrogation of nuclear
Evaluating student S du forchart Statewise ot chats | @XPOIt contracts perplexing
perfo m a n Ce 0 ¢ % New Delhi, Jan, 28: The Indo-Canadian relations
The charts were sourced from the have run into further difficulties following the

Chart 11 The share of children In Class § 34 611
who can read Class 2- level text (in %) 292 51
s [sea
. W Govt. W Pt o
- 519 618
® 68.7 (744
A
“
il i 60.8 622
m“ 391 658
ns st
Chart 2: The chart shows share of children T 6
in Class 5 who can divide numbers (in %) 463 288
. Govt. W Pyt % |04
37 ma3
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ol ar7 |
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suspended after the peaceful Indian nuclear test

Durlm.lhe recent talks in Delhi, India was
given to understand that Canada had merely

ded its nuclnr pending
detailed di b the two
on the scope, purpose and implications of the
Indian nuclear programme.

The Government of India feels that the abrupt
cancellation of the suspended export licences
was contrary to the spirit of this assurance.
Canadian Government has taken this unilateral
action for whatever reason, before the
conclusion of the current series of discussions
on the subject, The fact that the ban can be
lifted later on, if the two countries are able to
arrive at a mutually satisfactory agreement on
new safeguard procedures, does not make
matters any easier, in India's view, for settling
these differences consistent with their respective
positions.

The Canadian Prime Minister sent his Political
Adviser, Mr. Ivan Head, to Delhi recently for
exploratory talks to narrow down the
ditferences and prepare the ground for a
negotiated settlement. The two sides embarked
on this dialogue, in continuation of the
exchanges that had already taken place at the
first meeting in Ottawa, with the
understanding that these talks were more in the
nature of friendly discussions than formal
negotiations,

a2

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 29, 1925
Sun’s rays and wireless

Leafield (Oxford) Jan. 28: It appears that the
solar eclipse last Saturday, undoubtedly had an
effect on the reception of wireless signals.
Experts of the British Broadcasting Corporation
Coy., have been studying reports sent in by
listeners and officlals. The Company states that
although round London the reception showed
no variation from the normal, listeners anl
upwards of 70 miles from London, reported
gn change in the strength of signals dnrin; the
lipse.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The unemployment

Murder charges filed

THE#@mHINDU

People killed in clash

Losses faced by Boeing

Number of people

rate of Spain declined

against ‘pro-Sheikh

between pro-Rwandan

since fatal aircraft

dead due to a platform

in 2024

lo Gl s
Spain's
L)

unemployment
rate in 2024 went down from 11,76% the
previous year, Its economy added 4,69,100
Jobs in the last 12 months to reach a total
of 21,8 million. the highest level ever
registered.

Hasina' journalists

Human Rights Watch
1405

Muhammad Yunus'
interim administration, the police had
“returned to the abusive practices that
characterised the previous government” to
target Hasina's supporters, filing charges
against tens of thousands of people, we

forces, Congo army

Clashes in the easterm
Democratic Republic of Congo's

Killed at least 17 people and wounded
nearly 370, hospital sources sakd on
Monday, as the Congolese military fought
to hold off M23 forces backed by the
Rwandan army, wv

besieged city of Goma have

crashes in 2019

In § billion, Boeing posted a
fourth-quarter loss of $3.8

and other problems continued to plague
the troubled sircraft manufacturer, Boeing
has lost more than 535 billion since 2019
following the crashes of two then-new Max
Jets that killed 346 peaple.

billion as a machinists strike

collapse in UP.

Seven people died and about 60
others were injured on Tuesday after
a wooden platform collapsed during
a religious gathering in northem Indla, The
incident happened in the Baghpat district
where hundreds of devotees from the Jain
faith had gathered at a temple. »
COMPILED BY THE HINOU DATA TEAN

The impact of classifying denotified tribes

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

How many denotified, semi-nomadic, and nomadic tribes have been comprehensively categorised by the Anthropological Survey of India and Tribal Research
Institutes? What will be the impact on SC, ST and OBC reservations? How many communities were classified for the first time ever?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman
The story so far:
he Anthropological Survey of
India (AnSD and Tribal
Research Institutes (TRI) across
the country have for the first
time comprehensively categorised 268
denotified, semi-nomadic, and nomadic
tribes that were thought to have never
been classified before. After a three-year
study, the AnSI and TRIs have
recommended the inclusion of 179 of
these communities in the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other
Backward (| usst-s lists, At least 85 of lhvn‘
re being | for
a clmmhcminn for the first time ever, The
study also found that 63 communities that
had never been classified were “not
traceable” anymore — meaning that they
had likely assimilated into larger
communities, changed their names, or
migrated to other States.

Why was the study needed?

Ever since the Criminal Tribes Act of 1924
was repealed in August 1949, after which
communities notified as “criminal” had
been denotified, successive

have tried to classify these

had noted that previous commissions had
never hu‘n able to classify these

starting with the First Backward Classes
Commission headed by Kaka Kalelkar.
Since then, the Lokur Committee
(1965), the Mandal Commission (1980),
the Renke Commission (2008), and the
Idate Commission (2017) have tried to
classify such tribes across the country,
However, they have fallen short of being

ding strongly
lh.u the classification work be completed
s soon as possible. To this end, the Prime
Minister's Office constituted a Special
Committee in February 2019, headed by
the Vice Chairperson of the NITI Aayog,
consisting of Mr. Idate, Dr. LK. Bajaj of the
Centre for Policy Studies, and the
Director-General of the AnSl as members,
This C gave the work of

able to identify all such ¢

The last Commission tasked with this
was the one headed by Bhiku Ramji Idate,
which submitted its report in [

classification to the AnSI and TRIs, which
began work on the project in February
2020, sub areport in August 2023,

2017. In this report, it had listed a total of
over 1,200 denotified, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic tribes across the country, apart
from which, it said there were 267
communities that had never been
classified. The Idate Commission’s report

om«mm.-y-m-n Members of the Adi tribe in Slang, Arunachal Pradesh on January 28 an

“inability to take necessary action” on the
speedy categorisation of these
communities, “Delay in locating them
would increase their suffering and they
would not be able to get benefits of the
prevailing schemes meant for the welfare
of SC/STs,” the House panel said

S. Narayan, Professor l-nwnlm at the
Institute of Social Sciences in New Delhi
pointed out that the issue with wrong
categorisation began with some of the
first Censuses ever conducted by colonial
administrations, “There were many
instances of tribes being classified as
castes and vice versa. Many of it may have
had political considerations hchlnd Il and

What is the md for e

The Par ding C

on Social Justice nml Empowerment had
in a December 2022 report said that it had
repeatedly flagged the ge 'S

this ¢ 1 aft !

well.” He added that while the act ul
including communities in SC, ST, OBC
lists may be political, when one applies an
| lens to it, the

classifications are bound to be different.
Further, community activists and
experts like De. B.K. Lodhi, who also
assisted the Idate Commission in its work,
said that in the absence of a complete list
al denotified, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic communities across the country,
it has been very difficult to organise the
communities and its peoples, "Some are
classified as SC, ST, OBC, some of this is
also incorrect. And beyond this, there are
hundreds that have not been classified.”

What will be the impact?
Now that almost all denotified, nomadic,
and seminomadic tribes are closer to
being classified than ever before, one
impact has been political. Community
activists across UP., Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are pushing hard to
question the premise of classifying these
communities as SC, ST, and OBC
altogether, with an eye on reservations,
Within the Development and Welfare
Board for De-notified, Nomadic and
Semi-Nomadic Communities, there are
now two strands of thoughts, One calls for
the completion of the classification
process so that all denotified, nomadic,
and semi-nomadic tribes get benefits
meant for them as per the classification of
SC, ST, or OBC, including that of
reservation. The other calls for creating a
separate classification altogether - for
denotified tribes in the form of a Schedule
in the Constitution, Secondly, depending
on what action the government takes on
the recommendations on this study, it will
make it easier for State governments to
initiate the process of inclusion if they so
decide to do it,

What next?

While the AnSI and TRIs have completed
the ethnographic study, this report
remains with the Special Committee
headed by the Vice-Chairperson of the
NITI Aayog. Officials have said that this
committee is now “scrutinising” the
recommendations and will soon prepare
a final report, on which the Government
will take a call,

THE G!
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Ever since the Criminal Tribes
Act of 1924 was repealed in
August 1949, after which
communities notified as

“criminal® had been denatified,

successive commissions have
tried to classify these
communities.

v

Cammunity activists across
UP,, Harysna, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are
pushing hard to question the
premise of classifying these
communities as SC, 5T, and
OBC altogether, with an eye on
reservations.

-

Vihile the AnS| and TRIs have
completed the ethnographic
study, this report remaing with
the Special Committee headed
by the Vice-Chalrperson of the
NITI Aayog,

IS Trump’s order on birthright |
citizenship constitutional?

What does the 14th amendment of the US, Constitution state? On what grounds has US. District judge John

Coughenour blocked President Trumps executive order?

Kartikey Slogh

The story so far:
n January 23, U.S. District
Judge John Coughenour in
Seattle blocked President
Trump's executive order

attempting to curb "birthright citizenship',

What is birthright hi

and political struggle to abolish slavery
and advance racial equality, It directly
overturned the infamous Dred Scott versus
Sandford (1857) judgment, which had
denied citizenship to African Americans,
Nations worldwide largely determine
citizenship through two principles - “jus
soli” (right of the soil), which grants
citizenship by birthplace, or “jus

Birthright citizenship is a legal prlm iple
that grants automatic citizenship to
individuals born within a country's
territory, regardless of their parents’
citizenship status, In the U.S., this right is
enshrined in the Mth amendment of the
Constitution, ratified in 1868, which
states: "All persons born or naturalized in
the United States and subject to the
Jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein
they reside.” The 14th amendment was
the hard-won result of a prolonged legal

i »

(right of blood), which grants it
by familial descent. The U.S. employs
both, The jus soli principle was reinforced
in United States versus Wong Kim Ark
(1898), which upheld the citizenship of a
man born in California to Chinese parents
despite the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act
barring their naturalisation. This ruling
solidified birth in the U.S. as the primary
basis for citizenship, irrespective of
parental status.

What does Trump's order say?
Trump's executive order reinterprets the

Hth amendment, arguing that birthright
citizenship excludes persons born in the
U.S. but not “subject to the jurisdiction
thereof™, The administration interprets
this to mean that children born in the U.S.
to undocumented parents or parents with
temporary begal status, such as tourists or
foreign students, are not automatically
granted citizenship unless at least one
parent is a U.S, citizen or lawful

immwzl

P encourages rised
, draining puhln resources’.

Why did the judge block the order?
U.S. District judge John Coughenour
issued a temporary restraining order
halting the enforcement of the executive
arder, nationwide. He described the order
as “blatantly unconstitutional”,
remarking, “I've been on the bench for
over four decades. | can't remember
another case where the question
presented was as clear as this one is".

During a hearing in Seattle, Judge
Coughenour questioned Justice
Department attorney Brett Shumate,
expressing his disbelief saying “Frankly, |
have difficulty understanding how a
mvmhrr of the bar could state

lly that this is a ¢

arder. It just boggles my mind", The
ruling came in response to a legal
challenge brought forth by four Stites,

President nump muld .|l\o pursue a

permanent resident,

The admi (] ¥
hinges on the phrase "subject to the
Jurisdiction thereof,” claiming it excludes
children of non-citizens, However, this
contradicts historical and legal precedent.
The order also nurrowly defines
and “father” as “female biological
progenitor” and “male biological
progenitor,” excluding sgender and
queer parents from its scope. The
administration justifies the order as
necessary, anguing that birthright

TEREY ANTRYENE Y

¢ " to revise the
law. According to Article V of the US,
Constitution, an amendment can be
proposed by two-thirds of both houses of
Congress or two-thirds of the States and
must then be ratified by three-fourths of
the States. Meanwhile, other legal
challenges are underway, signalling that
the final mmiuﬂ(m may ultimately rest
vmh the Supreme Court.,

Kartikey Singh is a fimal year student at
RGNUL, Patiala, Punjab,

THE GIST
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Binthright citizenship is & legal
principle that grants automatic
citizenship to individuals born
within a country’s territory, In
the U.S., this right is enshrined
In the L4th amendment of the
Constitution,

v

U.S. District judge Jahn
Coughenour issued a
temporary restraining order
halting the enforcement of the
executive arder, nationwide.
He described the order as
“blatantly unconstitutional”

-

Nations worldwide largely
detennine citizenship through
two principles — “jus soli*
(right of the soil}, which grants
citizenship by birthplace, or
“Jus sanguinis” (nght of blood),
which grants it by familial
descent.
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Budgeting to achieve outcomes:
Let ‘Pay for results’ lead the way

Linking expenditure with outcomes will effect the behavioural shifts India needs and enhance the efficacy of budget outlays

AMITABH KANT & MOHIT BAHRI
are, respectively, India's G20 Sherpa and formes
CEOQ, Niti Aayog: and co-founder, GDi Partners

ndia’s budget for 2024-25 estimates the Union
government’s spending to be around 148 tril-
lion, From traditional budgeting for ‘inputs,”
steps have been taken in the Last few years to
disclose and draw attention to ‘outcomes” that
= wngibly impact the lives of citizens. We now
need to take it a step further, ensuring that budget
spending drives 'outcome’ delivery, by directly
linking expenditure with the achievement of
results, The principle of | |u) for N‘Illllh means that
the g pay By ifthey
meet or exceed |»w set uuln ome’ targets, rather
than just making provisions for infrastructure or
services that go into achieving those outcomes.

Traditionally, budget allocation is done on the
basis of expenditures on ‘inputs” like saluries, office
supplies and equipment. Linking budgetary

ding with the desired impact has o far

from ideal. In recent years, budget planning has
begun i omes its focus. The €
Budget document of 2024-25 lays out a clear
frumework that includes outcomes, indicators and
targets to be achieved. Radsing the salience of this
thought process helps policymakers optimize
spending on activities that are likely o maximize
impuct. For instance, school edue: atlon outcomes
include enhancing access, improving learing,
retention and transition rates, and reducing drop-
outs, apart from promoting vocational education.
This helps policymakers allocate more funds o
inputs that drive these specific uun OIMes,

Secondly, while the current budget allocation is
meant to deliver certain results, the spending s
still not linked with meeting outcome targets or
not. IWsstilllinked to input activity. In a scenario

innovitive results-based financing tool that rewards
Job placement and retention, rather than merely
training and offering vocational skilling certificates.
B\ Imkmu payments with delivery of results, SIR

where budget spending and result-ach
are delinked, the delivery mechanisms of the
implementer may not evolve to a level that's

needed to deliver results, and
subdued, In some cuses, despite spending the

As next steps, fi ritical.
Firstis in the way outcomes are defined. Sﬂ ond,

y allocation on an activity, targets
go unmet. The joumey towards defining and
measur| Ivanced forms of end-outcomes will

we must prioritize approaches that
attaining targets.

In determining budget priorities, the first crucial
step s to define outcomes. Should we prioritize
immediate and intermediary outcomes driven In
s, or should our focus be on re;

ally dorm lives? 'l he
answer lies in balancing ! urrent exigencies mlh

need discovery. In this direction, a few initial pilots
of pay for results’ were announced by the finance
minister in the 2023-24 Unlon budget,

The Niti Aayog, inassociation with Dell Founda
thon and GDI Partners, initiated a pilot project in
the education domain, where a part of the payment
to information and communication technology

long-term goals. Take e where
access has been a milestone achieved, yet the ulti-
muate outcome of elevating h-ammg h-wl-uml

m

(ICT) p ders that set up computer labs in goy
ernment schools is linked to “Tmprovement in
h'.n mlu( hwvhnﬂlw students” (the key ‘outcome’),

securing students’ soc
demands deeper attention. Similarly, in he: ahh
care, outcomes like improving patlents’ quality of
life or rewarding practices that reduce their hospi-
tal visits must guide resource allocution. Road
infrastructure, wo, should not merely gim at con
struction, but also measure success by its eco-
nomic impact on local communities. Aligning out
lays with transformative outcomes will ensure sus-
tained progress. While intermediary outcomes act
asstepping stones, prioritizing enduring impacts
as our north star ensures that every budgetary
decision propels us towards a more equitable and
prosperous luture, where tangible improvements
in people’s lives are the true measure of success,

d in sedect | districts’in
Uu.n Pradesh, early results show that it drives ICT
providers and schools to prioritize activities that
directly improve students' learning levels. 1CT
providers are found 1o be going the extra mile to
keep labs fully operational, ensure better lab usage,
provide quality learning content, support teachers
and help implement learning-focused practices.
Anindependent impact assessment showed that
within a year of implementation, the learning of
tudents wh '« these lab d by afactor
of three over those who did not,
Similarly, National Skills Development Corpora
tion (NSDC) has implemented a‘pay for results” inl
thutive called Skill Impact Bond (SIB), It leverages an

and process
among implementers, As per NSDC dala sofar
more than 70% have got job placements while 56%
women and 62% men have retalned those jobs,
Another notable example in a similar direction is
India’s Production Linked Inu-nlm- (PLD) scheme
thataimstog dome fi ingand
encourage manufac lun'mn \!ulm In India’
through Anancial incentives, Though it's not truly
a'pay for results' programme, it encourages the
delivery of pre-defined outputs by linking incen
tive payments to meeting production targets.
Thus, two things emerge from the above exam
ples. One, we must refine the way outcomes are
defined by focusing on results that tangibly impact
beneficianies’ lives teconomically or soclally), and
second, we should link implementer payments to
the achievement of presel outcome targets,
Linking payments with outcome achievement
will require the system to identify areas where ‘pay
for results” can be implemented, shift towards
defining outcomes clearty, define short-term and
long- term goals with set timelines, measure out-
comes objectively, put in place an effective review
system to track indicators and evaluate perform-
ance, and prioritize the per-unit cost of outcomes
over the unit cost ol inputs for fund allocations,
Pay for results’ Is a promising way forward to
enhance the effectiveness of budgetary spending
and bring about the desired behavioural shifts, Asa
country that aims to achieve its vision of Viksit
Bharat by 2047, we need to embrace this shift
sooner rather than luter,
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Ageing trees and animals are
more valuable than we think

The world must protect life forms that live long to secure its future

F.D.FLAM

s a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
science.

“ heoldest living things matter to the
workd inways nobody understood a
few decades ago. A slew of scientific

discoveries shows why we should protect

not just L000-year-old trees but also 200-

year-old whales, 400-year-old fish and

10,000-year-old sea sponges. Many old
plants and animals don't just degenerate
over time, but acquire skze, strength, expe-
rience and tradts that younger generations
depend on. Some anclent umunlmm © .m

Sea sponges that live for millennia hold

useful secrets we mustn't lose.  wocxmore
beautifuland helping regulate the planet's
temperature, trees provide homes for a
varbety of wildhife that need their high can

oples—which young replanted forests lack,
The (mnlu of naturally fallen glant trees

benefithy by helping
ageing or even providing anti-ageing or
anti-cancer compounds.

Ancient trees benefit us by capturing

water to create habitats
lm’ mlumn,

Atthe same time, sclentists are starting
to recognize the \nluv of protecting old

and Mndnu mi'huu. \\’hlk ull sy
h

terc
atmosphere, the latest nrlmuﬂ( account
shows that older trees do most of the car-
bon storage, said William Keeton, a forest
ecologist at the Unlwnh) ulh-rmmu

animals, A kfishof the Pacific,

for example, there are species capable of
living more than 200 years, The older they
are, the larger and more fertile they get,
Theoldest females are responsible for most
of' lIn-nﬂunnu, sometimes laying enough

Carbon seq) i
mate change by reducing xrwnhuuw
uuum Ifus l’n-mlvnl l)muM T rump| fol-

L5 million baby rockfish in
a year. Killing these ancient fish could
cause fisheries tocollapse. "Ageing s used

Iy with thet ence,

thre
to curb carbon emissions, then preserving
old trees will be our next best strategy in
the fight. And while people can argue end-
lessly about the cost and benefits of edectric
cars, nuclear reactons and windmills, surely
most of us can agree that majestic forests of
pine, maple, beech and spruce that took
millennia to grow deserve protection.
While there's controversy over how to
classify old-growth and ‘mature’ forests,
there’s no argument that the population of
old trees has been severely depleted, Some
experts estimate that Jess than 1% remains
ofthe original old-growth forests that blan-
keted the US before 1500 CE. Most of that
lies in the Pacific Northwest, where conser-
vationists were able to secure pmlm tion

which is basically a decline in biological
function,” said ecologist Keller Kopf of
Charles Darwin University in Australia. He
argues against this conventional thinking
inarecent article in Sefence on the upside
of old age in nature,

S i
Some mark

cquire exper
ence with age that Is needed tolead groups
onlong-distance migrations or find food.
Male orcas rarely live longer than 40 years,
but females can live up to 100 years. The
alder females help their offspring and pod
mutes hunt. Senior elephants and wolves
mediate social conflicts,

North Atlantic right whales, which are
nearly extinct, have a median lifespan of 22
years. b lnm'wv. recent work on ltu-m lose

ins | hern b

forold trees bec I

would have caused lhl' rxllnrlmn of llu-
spotted owl. Protecting trees was the pri-
mary goal, but there was no policy frame-
work for saving the forests unless they har-
boured an endangered species,

That's starting to change. In 2022, the
US Forest Service embarked on a project to
protect old-growth forests for their own
sake, which is widely seen as astep in the
right direction. Sadly, the plan was with-
drawn in early Junuary because the Forest
Service couldn't complete and approve the
draft before President Joe Biden left office,

Progress has Included comy g the

that about 10% reach 130 years. Thus, the
northem whales may have died well before
their time. Super-agers include sea
sponges that can live thousands of years.
Their glassy exoskeletons hold extensive
natural climate records. And their bio-
chemistry might consist of anti-ageing
compounds that could benefit us. Too
often, these ancient sponges are killed by
fishermen, and because they take centuries
togrow, Kopfsaid, they are rreplaceable.

We need new policles to protect anclent
lll't‘ I\« wpl envi hinm mhhna clauses to the

first US survey of old growth, which
mapped out anclent forests and mature
ones that could become old, h, And it

fcal Diversity and
mhvrlhn'm'nul species assessments, Pro-
tect mu( what's left of ancient forests and

started a discussion about how to save
them. Apart from muking our world more

toold ani
mals could help preserve what would be

impossible 1o replace, “BLOOMBERG

US tech curbs and China’s Al success hold lessons for us

RAHUL MATTHAN

Is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of 'The Third Way:
India's Revolutionary Approach
o Data Governance’. His X
handle is @matthan.

broad, almed at addressing a range of

different issues, However, govern
ments sometimes deviate from that
approach, enacting targeted legislation
almed at narrow outcomes, The problem is
that even though lawmakers come to this
process with a clear sense of what they want
o achieve, the outcomes of this approach
are often not what they intended.

Take the Protecting Americans from For-
edgn Adversary Controlled Applications Act
(PAFACA), a law designed to ban TikTok in
the US, Onee the Supreme Court uphedd the
constitutional validity of the liw, Bytedance,
the Chinese-controlled company that owns
the viral video app had littde option but to
shut it down.

Long before the app went dark, TikTok
content creators had started looking for
alternatives. Many of them began to migrate
toan app called Xiaohongshu (meaning Lit
tle Red Book) that was already wildly popu
larin China, Itadded over 700,000 new US

L aws are almost always designed to be

uwr\ in just two days, making it the most
led free app on US apy

PAFACA had banned TikTok because US

Lawmakers were worried about the control

dunce systems we were using in our missile

defence systems, In the face of this broad

embargo, we had no option but to initiate
|

small set of critical technologies, the US
imposed aggressive regulatory constraints
an lhl‘ll export to China in order to ensure

the Integrated Guided Missile [

L Asaresult, Chinese

that the Chinese g could exerton
US users. But all the ban did was send those
same users into the arms of et another app,
one that was, il anything, likely to be even
more firmiy under the controlof the Chinese
government, That the app is n.ulml after l

¥ wdmed at d tech-
nologies we needed ourselves.

Asaresult of our investments in this pro
gramme, we were able o
build  interferometric
fiberoptic  gyroscope

book by Mao that is the very
the C! hlm\fphlltn)phkm that the US gov
ernment stands so firmly aguinst, isa partic
ularly delicious irony.
The other problem with targeted legisla
|

thon bs that attempts to slow prog
in specific Nelds often leads to unforeseen
outcomes. Rather than retarding progress,
they serve as catalysts for countries and
companies singled out by these regulations
indeveloping newand often highly innova-
tive alternatives to the technology being so
zealously protected.

In the 1980, the G7 countries imposed
Missile Technology Control Regime
(MTCR) restrictions on India to limit its abil-
ity to develop missile technologies. This
meant we conld no longer purchase key
technology components that we desperately
needed for the navigation and inertial gul-

(1-FOG) te logy that would hamstring Chinese
used the Sagnac effect 1o denial reglmes Al development to the
provide precise measure- point where it would be
ments of rotation and Often spur Self impossible for them to
.mmxlurwkn-lu'. Notonly  peliance, as seen cuchup.

o In actual fact, what this

smaller and llxhlur than
those we had been dended,

parts, they were less prone
to mechanical failures,
Instead of knee-capping

Technology

in Al, and India
since they had nomoving — IMUSE indlgemle
advances too

c have been denied access to
Nv Idu s cutting-edge chips (A100s and
HI00s), on which almost all state-of-the-art
Large language models are
being trained. This the US
administration believed,

did was provide Chinese Al
companies the incentive
they needed to discover
new and more efficient
ways to train Al models.
One such company, Deepr
"M'('k chose to focus its

our missile development
bilities, MTCR c srved s the

el it eoptimi-

impetus we needed to develop critical
defence technologies ourselves.

Over the past few years, the US has been
ratcheting up its efforts to slow down Chi-
nese Al development by taking o “small yard,
high fence” approach, After identifying a

ztion. Since it had no option but to use the

and improved training efficiencies o get the
most out of its limited hardware resources,

Earlier this month, the Chinese startup
released DeepSeek RI, an open-weights,
reasoning model that isas good, ifnot better,
than the most advanced models currently
available, Given that its training cost was less
than $6 million, it has managed to achieve
outeomes equivalent to what state-of-the
art models from leading Al companies like
OpenAl have achieved, at a tiny fraction of
the cost, Instead of crippling the Chinese Al
industry, the US policy of strategic contain-
ment has spurred them to improve their
capabilities to the point where they have
tahen global leadership in the field of afford-
able, high-performance AL

Inits last days, the Biden administration
imposed aset of lioensing restrictions aimed
at making high-end Altechnology available
only tolts closest allies. Indlia was more than
alittle surprised to find that it was not on that
list. This latest form of targeted legislative
actions by the US puts India in the same

.nmmm.u('lnlu
Ind

Nvidia HROOs (the only GPUs the P
was lllmwd to sell in the Chinese market
i had apped
at less than mlf the speed of Nvidia's top
products), it developed novel architectures

W
d o start developing indig AL
models. If they do not, u hat will happen if
and when the models we currently depend
onare made unavailable to us?
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A quesﬂon of hygiene
The GBS outhreak in Pune reveals
the fragility of its urban systems

t the heart of the current Guillain-Barré

Syndrome (GBS) outbreak in Pune,
where over 100 cases of d GBS

The U.S.s immigration blocks as a self-defeating path

hat do we see in the bustli
carridors of Silican Valley, t
research labs of Boston, and the
biotech hubs of San Di

Skilled immigrants do not just fill jobs; they create
them. They launch startups, file patents and drive
ding the very ! of

American employnrm
Hmr. to understand this, we need to

have been led, Is at 1 A
health i led lob
Jejuni, a bacteria ﬁ!und in mmamlnu:d food and
water, to be behind the first cluster of cases, Inal-
most all :he pnxiem- recem case hlmry hu
shown of |
rilnulndrmuuhdnr!lheoﬂlﬂdlhechluc
teristic peripheral numbing of GBS, leading to pa-
ralysis. One case of death due to suspected GBS
has also been recorded - of a patient who had vi-
sited Pune, This outbreak reveals the fragility of
the scaffolding that urban systems in India are
built on, with pathogens managing to breach all
safety nets that humans have built for them-
selves, to emerge through and cause havoc. Any
slip up in maintenance or in surveillance, clearly
leads to discomfort, ill health and debility for a
large number of people. GBS is a rare, autoim-
mune neurological disorder, in which a person’s
immune system launches an attack on the pe-
ripheral nervous system, leading to tingling, wea-
kening of muscles, numbing and paralysis in the
arms and not unlike in the acute flaccid pa-
ralysis of polio. It can be caused by viral or bacte-
rial pre-infections, as per the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), Globally, it is 1 that

1l our most basic assumptions about how
labour markets work in knowled;

s & Research Analyst
in the High-Tech

The debate over H-1B visas in the United States
mlmhblpmlumlqivwryhnmlw
will

Programme at The
Takshashila

tnrdmhwmejuhﬂxmﬁwmkcu on
the contrary, extensive research has shown that
this approach is flawed and, in fact,
counterproductive to innovation and job
creation,

Impact on jobs
A study by Britta Glennon found that in response
to increasing H-1B visa restrictions, American
companies do not typically hire more US,
workers. Instead, they just accelerate foreign
hiring. This might seem like an unforeseen
cansequence, but faced with visa restrictions, it is
not entirely unthinkable that they will turn to
countries with large pools of skilled workers
(India and Ollm)
The f Ade
u"minhnhlanploymlfrmndmli 1B supply
could have an impact in terms of the foreign
affiliate growth rate of between 10 and 20%. And
lthmmmemthmmmmm

GBS has an incidence of 1-2 per 1,00,000 popula-
tion, and is more inant among adult
males. While India-specific large epidemiological
studies on GBS are lacking, as testing for GBS ina
resource:| is difficult, according to a
WHO report (1993), it was estimated that 138 cas-

es of GBS were seen annually in seven mxjc:;ﬁ

wil

cases ueuurim in ldulm While studies across
the world have shown numbers to rise in seasons
of weather change, it is possible that this is India’s
largest outbreak in recorded history.

Patients are treated with plasma exchange or
intravenous immunoglobulin therapy, and most
recover, However, these treatments are most ef-
fective if started within two weeks of the first

making early d and
of treatment absolutely crucial. Rapid response
teams in Pune are in place, collecting water sam-
ples and ing surveill on the
ity, and a central team has also heen rushed to af-
fected areas. It is key to ensure that all measures
are in place to pick 'mtalimu. and initiate treat-
MENt as 00N as po: . Itis the duty of the local
and State to rtuvide clean drinking
water to all residents and ensure that adequate
u:n:h.l messaging is vailded per‘i::dlcllly on

Strategic need for sten must be
hal-md inst ecological concerns

mnulllm the Nayakkarpatti tungsten
od( auction in Madurai, the Union Go-
vernment has halted protests against a
project that was red-flagged, tardily, by the State
citing environmental and cultural concerns,
Rarely has the Narendra Modi government
a swilt ‘U-turn’ in the face of opposition. Nayak-
karpatti was among eight critical and strategic
mineral blocks put up for auction last February
by the Mines Ministry. Eight months later, the
contract for mining 2,015.51 hectares was award-
ed to Vedanta's Hindustan Zinc Limited. Howev-
er, the presence of Arittapatti, Tamil Nadu's first
biodiversity heritage site, in the vicinity, trig-
gered concerns. An resolution pointed
out that mining could endanger historical cave
temples, Jain symbols, Tamil Brahmi scripts and
a habitat for rare species. The Centre and the BJP
were initially on the defensive, arguing that of the
20.16 sq. km area, only 1.93 sq. km within Aritta-
patti and Meenakshipuram villages had been not-
ified as a biodiversity site. Last month, the Minis-
try deferred issuance of Letter of Intent to the
idder, and asked the Geological Survey of India
(GS) to explore redefining the boundaries by ex-
cluding the biodiversity site. But the Centre an-
nulled the auction before the GSI could act, after
a meeting with community leaders from Madu-
rai, led by BJP State president K. Annamalai, and
the Mines Minister.

Politics seems to have played a larger role than
India’s strategic need for tungsten or the Centre’s
and State's claims that they had acted in defe-
rence to people’s wishes, Tungsten, or wolfram,
a dense lustrous metal, is crucial for industries
such as defence and in high technology fields, It
has no effective substitutes. Globally, tungsten is
stockpiled. Indigenously rare, only 5% of tung-
sten mining resources are in Tamil Nadu, Harya-
na, Uttarakhand and West Bengal, with the rest
distributed in Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pra-
desh and Maharashtra, Though the State had
flagged the biodiversity issue to the Centre, there
is no clear ind that the DMK go
wis openly opposed to the auction. Reports sug-
gest that prior to the amendment of the Mines
and Minerals Act, which empowered the Centre
to exclusively auction mining leases for critical
minerals, the State's Nnunl Resources Depart-
ment had req to mine
and molybdenum dmuh joint ventures. Re-
gardless of the political dynamics, the impor-
tance and scarcity of tungsten cannot be over-
stated. The Centre might have been more
effective had it consulted the State and waited for
the GSI's report before making a decision, strik-
ing a balance between environmental concerns
and the strategic need for tungsten mining by ad-
justing the block boundaries.

X - »

could move overseas. For every 10
HIB positions denied, U.S. multinational firms
hire an average of eight foreign workers abroad.
Other research shows that each H-1B visa holder
creates 1,83 additional jobs for native-born
American workers over the next seven years,
Immigrant-founded companies in the U.S. have,
historically, attracted significant investment,
creating jobs at higher rates than native-founded
firms, Research by the National Foundation for
American Policy shows that more than half of
America's billion-dollar startups have been
started by immigrants,

The argument that H-AB workers suppress
wages ilso does not hold up to scrutiny. Research
by Giovanni Peri and colleagues has shown that
native wages actually rise when foreign science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
wndan are hired, by increasing pmductivily and

dy in tech

Aggregating at the national level, foreign STEM
workers flowing in may account for 30% to 50%
of thumle productivity growth and 4% to
8% of the skill-biased productivity growth,
Another report by the American Immigration
Council challenges the wldtspvud ldea that H1B
workers earn lower wages than their
alfm
wueguwlh lemum'!.luhm!}unlu
median wage for H-1B workers was more than
double that for the general US. workforce in
2021, And between 2003 and 2021, it rose by 52%,
while wages for all U.S. workers grew by 39%.
Recent studies have shown that knowledge
spillovers and productivity gains from
high-skilled immigration actually increase native
wages. When companies do not face hurdles in
hiring the talent they need, they expand
operations domestically, which in turn, creates
maore opportunities for everyone.,

A study in the journal of Labor Economics
found that a 10% increase in foreign STEM
workers leads to a 0.5% to 0.6% rise in native
wages and a 0.3% to 0.7% increase in patents per
capita, Research by Jennifer Hunt shows that a 1%
increase in immigrant college graduates in the

causes patents per capita to increase

while also protecting against abuse.
The H-IB visa regime, therefore, needs more,

create artificial scarcity. ’rhl; restricts the ability
of American companies to scale, and, thereby,
reduces potential job creation.

mmfud‘e imy

dmuld be put in place for critical skills, providing
for who can
dﬂve innovation and Jab creation. Opportunities
idh for STEM gradh
which allow for seamless transitions for foreign
dents trained in US will help in
this endeavour.

And, finally, labour market modernisation is
the need of the hour: transparent wage
determinations and real-time analytics to match
skills with opportunities will go a long way in
matching demand with supply seamlessly.

A talent flywheel

While the H1B debate in America unfolds, India

needs to be ready to transform its relationship

wi!h!kﬂledmhnlion not merely as a talent
porter, but as a d participant in global

o where "

nce of skilled

pulation

9% to 18%, Cities with higher of
H-1B workers, such as Silicon Valley, have become
global innovation hubs, Up to 71% of tech workers
in Silicon Valley are foreign-born, nyurepun
Restricting this talent flow risks undermlnlxu
very d of America's technol
leadership.

‘Brain 1} , India's

Wi
generates inward flows of knowledge, capital, and
Innovation,

This transformation will ultimately rest on
three pillars, First, talent is not about building
walls, but about creating magnetic poles of
innovation. India needs more specialised
innovation clusters wnh global standards, tax

By some estimates, Indians receive around 70% of
H-1B visas annually. This phenomenon, earlier
considered to be “brain-drain”, is now being
looked at as "brain circulation”, since the
experience these Indians receive abroad has
significantly bolstered lndh‘s tech sector :en:eﬁt
et "

h grants. Second, India
needs to switch gears from playing catch-up to

setting new and creating new global
stanclards, IndiaStack and UPI stand out as
shining examples.

Third is the cultivation of a true innovation
ecosystem that supports risk taking and

A startup visa programme, for

b'v““mhc X both the sending and m«lvhu countries. mnunce‘ could attract global entrepreneurs to
research has Today’s world is highly interconnected. build in India.
shown that this Competition is for both global talent and future requires maintai
apy his ion hubs, Camd.l'uummmncw dellnu buhmbamlhmwmwlm.ﬂb
counter- tech companies through its liberal and pension
productive 1o policies offers a stark warning: whe'n the U.S, portability wmmll. and longterm
Innovation and restricts skilled immigration, it does not protect such as talent

b creation: jobs. It exports them. mobility systems, joint research funding, shared
Job creation, What is the solution? Blanket restrictions will | patent applications and technology transfer
India must be not work. We need policies
open (o setting that the ! The core principle to remember is that talent
new paradigms between foreign talent and domuric job creation, | mobility is not a zero-sum game,

The Budget pipeline and India’s foreign policy ambitions
.

hen the Union Budget is presented

every year, most of the public

attention often centres on taxation,
infrastructure, and defence. In this, however, the
budget for India's Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) deserves closer scrutiny. Last year, the
MEA budget saw a rare 23% spike, up from the
modest 4% annual increase between 2017 and
2023, Despite efficient Budget utilisation,
exceeding 96% of the revised estimates, the MEA
remains one of the least-funded Ministries, The
MEA’s allocation not only reflects the
government’s foreign policy priorities but also its
capacity to deliver on its global ambitions and
commitments,

The vision of a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047 hinges
on sustained global partnerships. Here, India is
positioning itself as a global leader: from leading
the Global South; strengthening ties with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations; "
} ging wit
the Quad (India, Australia, Japan and the U.S.)
and creating such as the
Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure.

Impact on plans
Partner countries also expect more from India,
requiring a stronger MEA, Countries anticipate
timely project delivery, financial support, and
diplomatic follow-through. Yet, the MEA's current
budget ~ just 0.4% of India's overall expenditure
- falllshon mdellwrmume plans. In 2022, the
on External

Alhln umswd raising lhls 10 1% of the total
budget. While such an increase (approximately
63%) seems unlikely, even a increase to
0.6% or 0.8% would signal intent,

Two areas demand greater budgetary
resources to beef up India's diplomatic clout:

3

s Associate Fellow at
the Centre for Social
and Economic
Progress (CSEP),
New Delhi

is Senior Fellow at the
Centre for Social and

Economic Progress
|CSEP), New Delhi

The Ministry of
External Affairs

and

incmut in 2024-25, overall capacity-building
ions remain i

:ymﬂﬁu lndlureﬂmll

The IFS remains a

f:ced new
I

regime chnnp. Myannmn lnmbillty strained
ties with Nepal, and the Maldives’ “India Out”
stance. But visits by Sri Lanka's President and
Bhutan’s Prime Minister bolstered commitments

corps,
phm. and limited lateral entry efforts hinder

progress.
Lmy!nrluakmdpulloamfmlu
forel and

in cross-border projects.

under the ‘Neighbourhood First” policy requires
economic support, amid China's growing
influence. Enhanced financial backing is crucial
for advancing connectivity initiatives in South
Asia,

Foreign aid and shifts

Budgetary trends reveal nuanced shifts. India's
aid to foreign countries declined by 10% in
2024-25, whﬂe loans to for!lzn ments,

ly 50% of India’s
grants is dim:lzd toits neighbourhood. Bhutan
remained the largest recipient of Indian aid,
reflecting hlwudcnl ties and anew impetus on

i

enerﬁ'

pment mdsubn-xluml grid uunnecnvily
Aid to Bangladesh declined from 200 crore in
2023-24 to T20 crore in 202425, whl.lesﬂunkn

saw & 63% increase in b v

ign
cultural dlplumlcy grew by only 7% but key
academic institutions such as Nalanda University
and South Asian University experienced cuts of
20% and 22%, nupetﬂvely While the MEA hu

conferences and dhlqun to foster India’s image
as a bridging and argumentative power, it must
also find more budgetary resources to support
policy-relevant and evidence -based research at
Indian universities and think tanks.

Need for declassification, digitisation
According to the External Affairs Minister, S.
Juishankar, “Track | has been consistently ahead
of Track 2 when it comes to diplomacy, foreign
pollcy, and keeping up with the worl ' If this is
he reality, and “needs change” as the Minimr
Iu\e«{!he MEAaxudleadbymmpleby

A notable shift is the move from outrj
grants to lines of credit (LoCs), with 45% of the
LoCs directed to the neighbourhood, Bangladesh
being the largest recipient at $7.86 billion. While
LoCs enable sustainable infrastructure financing,
they also demand robust dilb\men:‘;mh and
: " s

machinery.

ins one of
the least-funded
Ministries, in
turn affecting
India's

Another critical indicator is MEA resources to
build institutional capacity. These are less visible
but critical catalysts to enable longterm growth,
including through a stronger Indian Foreign
Service (IFS), supported by an expert research

and the MEA's insti

sach

economic tools for regional and
| capacity

While the MEA's training budget saw a 30%

in the next Buqm o
| d-e eckonsd and the

of hundreds of thousands afh records, Public
e-access will help scholars map India's rich
diplomatic history, contest deeply-held myths
and get a better grasp of the underappreciated
context and constraints that regulate Track 1
decision-making. And in turn, such Track 2
research may also help current MEA
decision-makers to learn from past successes and
failures, avoid reinventing the wheel, and
articulate India's uniqueness based on the power
of historical record, rather than mere political
proclamation,

The wews expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Citizenship by birth

In India there is no
citizenship by birth, But the
largest number of
immigrants who have
claimed citizenship by birth
in the United States are,
unfortunately, Indians who
are wanting to do so
because of the material
advantages. This may not
be the right thing to do.
That way, U.S, President
Donald Trump was right in
passing an order cancelling
‘citizenship by birth' which
has been stayed by a
Federal Court for two
weeks.

Mr. Trump may not be
wrong when he says that he

wants to improve the lot of
the Americans, but one is
curious to see how he is
going to explain not giving
citizenship to a large
number of Mexicans who
have been allowed to cross
the border and have
slogged for the American
owners of vast estates —
something which the
ordinary American is not
willing to do, It is to be seen
how citizenship is denied to
them and their children,

It is obvious that America is
following a policy that is not
based on any high moral
ground, but one based on
convenience. That apart,
India should promise a

better deal to its citizens,
many of whom are
compelled to go to America
because of the
unsatisfactory living
conditions here,

N.G.R. Prasad,

Chennal

Tinctures and health
The article, "Gmlng dmnh

drops; approximately 1 ml is
the usual dosage, which will
not cause such adverse
effects. There should be
regulation as far as
unauthorised sale and
consumption is concerned,
All tinctures used in
homoeopathy are
manufactured under the
guidelines of the

W Jammy 28),is
misleading in certain places
~— where the writers bring in
the point of tinctures and
“alcoholic hepatitis” and
also being “incapable of any
cure"”, In practice, these are
used in very small

quantities, usually 10 to 15

Pharmacopoeia of India, or
HP1, which are proven and
verified for efficacy.

Dr. Sunil Kannada,
Ghazisbad, Uttar Pradesh

| have homoeopathic
medicines for various
diseases such as BP,

burning sensations in the
feet, and stomach troubles.

| have never got intoxicated.
1 ine, if taken

because of a lack of proper
regulation. As a person who
has depende\_i on

continuously, has side

for the past So;nn, | feel

effects. In Kerala, there are the learned writers would
a number of people who have gathered some glory
homoeopathic for their public concern had
medicines, they known that the laws of
Rajappan K.K., drug regulation are different
Keezhampars, Kottaysm, Kerals | from the laws of
homoeopathic medicine.
The writers seem to have Alas, their prejudice got the
spilt an enormous amount better of their legal
of legal acumen in an scholarship,
attempt to argue that D. Narasimha Reddy,
geupk get drunk if they Hyderabad
ave

medicine — of alcoholic
tinctures with 12% alcohol
in a bottle of 30ml, all

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal

address,
- -~
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Union Budget: understanding its

'ormulation and implications

aere are three

sfined, there can be many classifications and indicators of expenditure, receipts and deficits

co Dasgupta

1ance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
esent the Union Budget for the
coming year on Saturday, February 1,
125, In this article, dated January 31,
122, Zico Dasgupta helps us understand
w to decode the Budget.

he story so far:

The Budget, which will be
tabled in Parliament by
Finance Minister Nirmala

haraman, is the Government’s

seprint on expenditure, taxes it plans to
1y, and other transactions which affect

e economy and lives of citizens.

hat are the major components of
e Budget?

lere are three major components
penditure, receipts and deficit
dicators. Depending on the manner in
1ich they are defined, there can be
any classifications and indicators of
penditure, receipts and deficits.
Based on their impact on assets and
bilities, total expenditure can be
vided into capital and revenue

penditure, Capital is

development expenditure. Economic
services include expenditure on
transport, communication, rural
development, agricultural and allied
sectors. Expenditure on the social sector
including education or health is
categorised as social services. Again,
depending on its effect on asset creation
or liability reduction, development
expenditure can be further classified as
revenue and capital expenditure,

The receipts of the Government have
three components - revenue receipts,
non-debt capital receipts and
debt-creating capital receipts. Revenue
receipts involve receipts that are not
associated with increase in liabilities and
comprise revenue from taxes and non-tax
sources. Non-debt receipts are part of
capital receipts that do not generate
additional liabilities. Recovery of loans
and proceeds from disinvestments would
be regarded as non-debt receipts since
generating revenue from these sources
does not directly increase liabilities, or
future payment commitments.
Debt-creating capital receipts are ones
that involves higher llablllllu?E and future

curred with the purpose of increasing
sets of a durable nature or of reducing
curring liabilities. Consider the
penditure incurred for constructing

w schools or new hospitals. All these

e classified as capital expenditure as

ey lead to creation of new assets.

wvenue expenditure involves any
penditure that does not add to assets or
duce liabilities. Expenditure on the
yment of wages and salaries, subsidies
interest payments would be typically
wssified as revenue expenditure,
Depending on the manner in which it
ects different sectors, expenditure is

o classified into (i) general services (i)
onomic services, (ii) social services and
) grants-in-aid and contribution. The

m of expenditure on economic and

cial services together form the

aggregate demand in the economy since it
involves purchase of private goods and
services by the Government sector. All tax
and non-tax revenue reduces net income
of the private sector and thereby leads to
reduction in private and aggregate
demand. But except for exceptional
circumstances, the GDP, revenue receipt
and expenditure typically show a
tendency to rise over time. Thus, the
trend in absolute value of expenditure
and receipts in themselves have little use
for meaningful analysis of the Budget.
The trend in expenditures and revenue is
analysed either by the GDP or as growth
rates after accounting for the inflation

rate.

Reduction in expenditure GDP ratio or
increase in revenue receipt-GDP ratio
indicates the Government's policy to
reduce aggregate demand and vice-versa.
For similar reasons, reduction in fiscal
deficit-GDP ratio and primary deficit-GDP
ratios indicate Government policy of
reducing demand and vice versa.

Since different components of
expenditure and revenue can have
different effects on income of different
classes and social groups, the Budget also
has implications for income distribution.

Government. Fiscal deficit by dcfmidon is
the difference between total exy

and the sum of revenue receipts and
non-debt receipts. It indicates how much
the Government is spending in net terms.
Since positive fiscal deficits indicate the
amount of expenditure over and above
revenue and non-debt receipts, it needs to
be financed by a debt-creating capital
receipt. Primary deficit is the difference
between fiscal deficit and interest
payments. Revenue deficit is derived by
deducting capital expenditure from fiscal
deficits.

‘What are the implications of the
Budget on the economy?

The Budget has an implication for
aggregate demand of an economy. All
Government expenditure generates

ajor components of the Budget — expenditure, receipts and deficit indicators. Depending on the manner in which they are

to all countries. Rather, policy targets are
sensitive to the nature of economic theory
and depend on the specificity of an
economy.

In India's case, its present fiscal rule is
guided by the recommendations of the
N.K. Singh Committee Report. Allowing
for some deviations under exceptional
times, it has three policy targets -
maintaining a specific level of debt-GDP
ratio (stock targe), fiscal deficit-GDP ratio
(flow target) and revenue deficit-GDP ratio
(composition target).

Though both expenditure and revenue
receipts can potentially act as policy
instruments to meet specific set of fiscal
rules, tax-rates within the existing policy
framework happen to be determined
independent of the expenditure
requirement of the economy. Accordingly,
in the present institutional framework in
India, it is primarily the expenditure
which is adjusted to meet the fiscal rules
at given tax-ratios.

Such an adjustment mechanism has at
least two related, but analytically distinct
implications for fiscal policy. First,
independent of the extent of expenditure
needed to stimulate the economy or boost
labour income, existing fiscal rules

For ple, revenue expenditure such provide a cap on expenditure by

as employment guarantee schemes or imposing the three policy targets. Second,
food subsidies can directly boost the under any situation when the debt-ratio
income of the poor. Concession in or deficit ratio is greater than the targeted
corporate tax may directly and p ‘ level, di is adjusted in order to
affect corporate incomes, 'rhough both a mee( the pollcy targets. By implication,
rise in expenditure for of the state of the economy
guarantee schemes or reduction in the and the need for expansionary fiscal

corporate tax would widen the fiscal
deficit, its implications for income
distribution would be different.

What are fiscal rules and how do they
affect policy? _ _

Fiscal rules provide specific policy targets
on the basis of which fiscal policy is
formed. Policy targets can be met by
using different policy instruments. There
exists no unique fiscal rule that is applied

policy, existing policy targets may lead
the Government to reduce expenditure.

In the midst of the inadequacies of
fiscal policy to address the contemporary
challenges of unemployment and low
output growth rate, the nature and
objective of fiscal rules in India would
have to be re-examined.

Zico Dasgupta is an Assistant Professor
at the School of Arts and Science, Azim
Premji University, Bengaluru
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‘HE DAILY QUIZ

L 2

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

rom the birth of a few famous people to patents, inventions and book releases,

lere is a quiz on some of them which happened on January 29

adhu Nagaraj

JESTION 1

e phrase "axis of evil” was first used by

3. President George W, Bush on January

+ 2002. Which countries did he refer to, to
wpoint the common enemies of the U.5.7

LN

QUESTION 4

The Roven was first attributed to this
American writer in print in the New York
Evening Mirror on this day in 1845. Which
poet wrote it?

QUESTION S

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily
quiz: 1. The number of crew members in the Challenger
Space Shuttle. This was its primary goal. Ans: Seven; it
was to launch the second Tracking and Data Relay
Satellite (TDRS-B)

2. The female crew member who would have become the
first teacher in space. Ans: Christa Corrigan McAuliffe
3. Number of seconds after which the tragedy happened.

JESTION 2

is American artist, dubbed the queen of
media, was bomn on this day in 1954,
ce, she was the world's only black
lionaire. identify her.

JESTION 3

is German mechanical engineer
tented the first practical automobile
wered by an internal-combustion
gine. Today, the brand associated with
name is one of the world's largest

This Indian activist-joumalist from Kamnataka
was born on this day in 1962. She was
murdered outside her home in 2017, At the
time of her death, she was known for being a
critic of right-wing Hindu extremism. Identify
her. What was the name of the newspaper
that she worked for as an editor?

[N

QUESTION 6

This American journalist and critic died on
this day in 1962. One of his well-known
works include this book in which the title
has two words: one is his name, and the

The last words heard from pilot Michael Smith. Ans: 73

; ‘Uh-oh’
4. This caused the death of the astronauts. Ans: Loss of
cabin pressure and oxygen deficiency minutes
before impact
5. The connection Neil Armstrong and Sally Ride have
with the Challenger disaster. Ans: They were part of
the ‘Rogers Commission’ that investigated the
disaster
6. Name the Nobel Laureate who demonstrated that loss
of O-ring resiliency was the prime cause for the disaster.
Ans: Richard Feynman
Visual: This astronaut later became lhe first teacher to go

Bial e = g g
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“The fourth rule is .."

“Before you discuss the fourth n.
please tell me the difference betwex
‘waste’ and ‘wastage'."

‘A lot of people use them as if the
were synonyms. They have differen
meanings. Some think that wastage
waste mean the same but wastage it
impressive! “Waste' means ‘rubbish
refuse’, ‘useless excess material.' T
are the waste products. It is a waste
precious time and energy. Wastage
‘amount that is wasted". It also mea
“loss by use, wear or leakage.’ In pla
where petrol is stored, you must all
wastage of petrol because of evapor
Wastage is the result of natural caus
When a person is told that he has w
something, there is a tone of criticis
“Waste' implies moral censure, ‘Wa:
has no such moral undertones. In
commercial language, natural wast:
means ‘loss of employees because t
retire and move to other places and
through redundancy'

“What is redundancy?”

“Redundancy is ‘a state of being
redundant.’ Redundant means ‘not
needed, superfluous’. Good writing
be clear and precise: no word shoul
redundant or vague. Let me read ot
passage from Somerset Maugham: *
writers who do not think clearly are
inclined to suppose that their thoug
have a significance greater than at fi
sight appears. It is flattering to belie
that they are too profound to be
expressed so clearly that all who ru
read, and very naturally it does not
to such writers that the fault is with
own minds which have not the facu
precise reflection. Here again the m
the written word obtains. It is very (
persuade oneself that a phrase that
does not quite understand may me;
great deal more than one realises. F
this there is only a little way to go tc
into the habit of setting down one's
impressions in all their original
vagueness. Fools can always be fow
discover a hidden sense in them. Tt
another form of wilful obscurity th:
masquerades as aristocratic
exclusiveness. The author wraps hit
meaning in mystery so that the vulg
shall not participate in it. His soul is
secret garden into which the elect n
penetrate only after overcoming a
number of perilous obstacles. But tl
kind of obscurity is not only preten/
it is shortsighted. For time playsita
trick. If the sense is meagre time req
it to a meaningless verbiage that no
thinks of reading’."

“Very good. By the way, what's tl
meaning of ‘sendee’?”

“Sendee means a person or a pal
whom a thing is sent. ‘It is formed ¢
analogy of ‘vendee’, the purchaser”

Published in The Hindu on Decen
1994.

Word of the day

Punctilious:
marked by precise accordance to detalls

Synonyms: meticulous

Usage: He is punctitious in his attentior
rules of etiguette.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
punctiliouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fpankulias/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
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We love life, not because we are used to living but
because we are used to loving.
Friedrich Nietzsche

*

Drill, baby, drill and
energy economics

S President Donald Trump took office as the 47th presi-

dent of the United States and immediately set about roll-

ing out his agenda. Among the first decisions he took was

to withdraw the United States from the Paris Accord - a

landmark global agreement to restrict CO2 emissions in
a manner that maintains global temperatures below or at the 1.50
threshold - seen as the most effective way to avoid the catastrophic
impacts of climate change -~ and later doubled down on his plans to
“drill, baby, drill.”

The ¢« have sent shocl through the envi 1
movement worldwide and through the oil industry, which witnessed
a fall in oil prices. The industry expects there to be a glut in produc-
tion, which is already at high levels — levels that make the USA one of
the largest producers of fossil fuels in the world today.

Over and above the several problems that are obvious with such a
statement, the statement betrays not only a deliberate ignorance of
the risks the world — especially the developing world — faces if devel-
oped economies choose to continue on the destructive path that has
got us here in the first place, but it also betrays a lack of understand-
ing of how the energy market works.

For starters, the world's demand for oil appears to have peaked not
just because economies across the world including that of China are
slowing down, but because today alterna-

mw%t tive sources of energy are available at pric-
Horri. B“tﬁeu es comparable to that of oil. Huge strides
of the world moves have been made in the field of solar and
ahead, a move that wind energy, but also others that are today
can not the cheaper option.
the US’s own domestic While it is true that electric technology
economy but, the - especially in transportation has not pro-
interconnected nature gressed at the pace we would have liked,
of the global economy, the world at large is increasingly moving
and its dependence towards a future beyond fossil fuels. The
on the US, being the maxim, the stone age didn't end because
largest of the world’s of the shortage of stone, will also be true
g is "’“"ll'“" for oil. The il age will end, not because of
aatastrophebutalsosn 2 shortage of oil, but because technology
one will have to -- one way or another -- move

beyond oil and fossil fuels.

This is especially true for countries like
India and China who need to import most of their oil from foreign
nations thereby stressing the country’s foreign reserves. If the world's
two most populous nations move beyond fossil fuels -- not so much
because they don't like them, but to reduce foreign dependence, it
can only mean that the future of energy is pointing in one direction --
towards a future in which alternative sources of energy will be cheap-
er than oil thereby hastening its demise.

Itis of course, yet some distance away. For the moment, of the four
pillars on which modern civilisation is built -- energy, fertilizers, ce-
ment and steel - only energy can realistically be produced without
the use of fossil fuels, through renewables.

Trump's America risks getting caught behind as the rest of the
world moves ahead, a move that can endanger not only the US’s own
domestic economy but, given the interconnected nature of the glob-
al economy, and its dependence on the US, being the largest of the
world’s economies, is risking not just an environmental catastrophe
but also an economic one.

Chest thumping and bluster can take you only so far. Sooner or later
the chickens must come home to roost.

OPEN SPACE »» -

PTAs must voice concem
on academic calendar change

t is learnt that the All Goa Secondary School Teachers’ Association (AGSSTA)
has strongly opposed changes to the academic calendar which include start-
ing the academic year in April instead of June. The association has wamed
that these changes will negatively impact the overall education system in Goa.
While the start of the new academic year from April 1 will affect the working
schedule of the teachers, thought should also be given to the trauma smdems
will have to undergo. After burning the il during the i
students try to excel at the exams, they look forward to a well-deserved ncznun
along with family. Imagine the student’s plight lf the vacatmn plans have to be
shelved as the new academic year es i will not
be mentally prepared to go to the next class, Imagine having vacation in May,
just after one month of the school reopening. More than the high temperatures
and humidity in April, which will cause discomfort, dehydration and reduced
focus in the classrooms, the change in the academlc year will have a huge psy-
chological impact on the students. Hence it is for the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) in every school to voice their concerns.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Visco

Wednesday January 29, 2025

Goa’s hypothetical scorched earth scene

The comparison between Goa’s peaceful transition and Gaza’s ongoing
turmoil highlights the consequences of colonial withdrawal strategies

3The writer

% is aDoctoral

! Researcher working
i under the Alliance
L of European
Universities and

. has presented his

. research works at
various Academic
Conferences,

ADV MOSES PINTO

s the world commemorates the
Aunni'vwrsan/ of Auschwitz's libera-
tion, the plight of displaced popu-
lations remains a pressing concern. Goa,
a former Portuguese colony, provides a
compelling case study when compared
to Gaza, where Israeli policies have left
the region in a state of perpetual suffer-
ing.
Had the departing Ponuguzse ad
jon in 1961 i
scorched earth policy, Goa might have
found itself in a situation eerily similar
to present-day Gaza — economically dev-
astated, socially fragmented, and politi-
cally unstable. This hypothetical scenar-
io highlights the intersection of colonial
legacies, forced displacement, and the
ironies of history.

Historical context
of Goa’s liberation

Under Portuguese rule for over 450
years, Goa experienced significant eco-
nomic and cultural transformations. The
colonial administration, driven by eco-
nomic interests and religious zeal, fos-
tered a unique Indo-Portuguese identity.
However, resistance to colonial rule per-
sisted, culminating in Operation Vijay in
1961, when the Indian military annexed
Goa.

Unlike other decolonisation efforts,
the transition was relatively peaceful, al-
lowing Goa to mtegmle mho [ndxa with-
out signif
ture or displacement of its peop!e (Bose
2019).

Had the Portuguese implemented a
scorched earth policy, the region's trajec-
tory would have been drastically altered.

The destruction of vital infrastructure,
agricultural lands, and homes might
have forced Goans to seek refuge along
the coast, , mirroring the conditions facvd
by F after Israel’s withd:
from Gaza in 2005, Economic opportuni-
ties would have been scarce, and cultur-
al heritage severely eroded, leaving Goa
reliant on external aid and struggling to
rebuild.

The shift: Goa

If Goa had faced widespread destruc-
tion before liberation, the region would
have undergone profound social and
economic disruptions, Essential servic-
es such as healthcare, education, and

public utilities would have been elim-
inated, forcing Goans into mass dis-
placement and creating refugee-like
enclaves along the coastline.

Similar to Gaza's blockade, restrict-
ed access to resources could have ren-
dered Goa dependent on external sup-
port (Rodrigues, 2020).

The tourism-driven economy that
now sustains Goa might have never
materialised under such conditions.
The destruction of historical sites and
cultural landmarks would have de-
prived the region of valuable economic
assets.

Social cohesion might have been
replaced by sectarian tensions and
competition for scarce resources,
deepening fault lines within the
community.

Plight of Palestinians

and historical irony
The predicament of the Palestinian
people in Gaza draws unsettling
parallels to what Goa could have
experienced under a scorched earth
policy. Since Israel’s withdrawal,
Gaza has faced blockades,

Lessons for Goa and
global context

While Goa was fortunate to avoid such
a fate, examining the hypothetical de-
struction of its infrastructure offers valua-
ble lessons, The preservation of economic
?ulmnal and cultural identity is crucial

for post-colonial societies to thrive.

The importance of responsible gov-
emance and international oversight in
preventing humanitarian crises cannot
be overstated. Gaza's situation serves
as a cautionary tale of what can hap-
pen when decolonisation is marred by
destruction and neglect.

The ongoing debate over special sta-
tus for Goa suggests that, even without
physical devastation, the fear of cul-
tural erosion and economic exploita-
tion persists. Concerns over migration,
rapid urbanisation, and environmental
degradation fuel calls for protections
to preserve Goa's unique identity.

Though not comparable to Gaza's
existential struggles, these anxieties
highlight universal challenges faced
by regions in balancing modernisation
with cultural preservation.
ical i of

deprivation, and periodic military
offensives, leaving it in a state of
perpetualcnsis
of infi

ture and restrictions on essenhal
goods have created an environment
where survival is a daily struggle (Pap-
pé, 2015).

It is a tragic irony that Israel, a state
born from the ashes of the Holocaust,
has adopted policies reminiscent of

a scorched earth policy in Goa would
have drastically altered its post-coloni-
al trajectory, leaving it in a state akin to
present-day Gaza.

The destruction of infrastructure
and forced displacement could have
rendered Goans refugees in their own
land, dependent on external aid and
struggling to reclaim their identity. The
comparison between Goa's peaceful
transition and Gaza's ongoing turmoil
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Recently there was a report in a local
daily about the somy state of the famous
Cunchelim spring. This beautiful spring
has now been contaminated with gar-
bage and rubbish. As you walk down to
the famous Mapusa market on the newly
slabbed nullah behind the fish market
and bordering the government complex,
the nullah stinks due to untreated
sewage water, The only thing the MMC
officials and sitting MLA have initiated
is the covering of the drain but instead
of applying their mind they have left the
sewage to flow untreated, The GSPCB is
in deep slumber , the sanitary inspector
and the health officers are not doing
their duty. Our CM has been winning
awards after awards for Goa being the
best State in India , | wonder if the com-
mittee members who decide on these
awards have done a proper study during
their visits to Goa. | request the MMC,
GSPCB and the Health officer to visit the
nullah behind the Mapusa market and
come up with a solution to install a small
sewage treatment plant for making the
life of Mapsekars and all the visitors a
healthy one and free from stink.

GREGORY E DSOUZA, Sictim

State facing pressing
challenges currently

Goa is currently facing several significant
challenges across vanious sectors. The
absence of ride-hailing services like Uber
has led to high taxi rates, which coupled
with concems over public transportation
efficiency, affects both residents and
tourists. Residents have reported issues
with inconsistent electricity supply

and intemet connectivity, impacting
daily life and business operations.
Ihegal mining practices have posed

In a significant ruling, the High Court of Bombay at Goa up-
holding action against illegal overhead cables is a welcome
decision. Electricity wires are an essential part of the communi-
cation infrastructure of any city, but in india, they often lead to a
chaotic and messy appearance. Cables of television and internet
service providers also hang down in a haphazard manner from
electric poles and lamps. This unauthorised cables not only

mar the appearance of the city, but also pose a threat to public
safety, increase the risk of fires, delay maintenance and cause
power outrages, Lack of any regulatory authority combined with
the government's lethargy to impose restrictions on the reckless
use of poles or lewy fines on the erring operators has led to the
rampant misuse of the govemment property. Besides, the un-
systematic network of wires creates a nuisance for the electricity
staff while dealing with breakdowns. Rules 86 & B of the Indian
Electricity Rules, 1956, state that usage or leasing out of electric-
ity poles for cable TV network, even it's being used for crossing
from one colony to another colony, is not permitted as per rules.
Now with the recent HC ruling, it's free to continue the work of
removing unauthorised cables from the electricity pole.

KG VILOP, Charo

significant environmental threats,
leading to legal interventions and calls
for sustainable resource management.
These issues underscare the
multifaceted challenges Goa is currently
navigating, encompassing infrastructure

development, environmental

conservation, and political integrity. 3 lWIll
SAGAR SHIRODKAR, ¥io email |etters to us
Take action against tourists atedhord
involved in public drinking Letters messt
The All Goa Liquor Traders Association

(AGLTA) has urged the Goa Police to mﬂ
take stringent measures against public

drinking, which they claim tamishes the mention the
State's image and creates law and order writer’s name
issues. It has also urged the police to and location

The diw- those imposed upon Jews during World l’ughhghls the consequences of coloni-
ment, ic War Il The Auschwitz y ies and the criti-

ml' serves as a sobering reminder of the cal need for responsible governance.
and ic suffering inflicted by Nazi Germany, As the world reflects on Auschwitz,
econom yet Israel's treatment of Pal.esuruans the irony of historical cycles of oppres-
suffocation of reflectsa ing cycle of sion and 1 remains appar-
Palestinians The displacement, systemic discrim- ent. The plight of the Palestinian peo-
evoke memo- matlun. and economic suﬂoczuon of ple under Israeli policies highlights the
ries of the F evoke of the e of learning from history to
" very very persecution that the Jewish peo- prevent future humanitarian disasters,
puseu.mon ple once endured. The transformation The case of Goa demonstrates that
that the Jewish of the oppressed into oppressors pre- peaceful transitions are possible when
mm sents a paradox that continues to un- post-colonial regions are allowed to
dured fold in contemporary geopolitical dis- preserve their culture and rebuild their

. en course. economies without interference.

take strict action against individuals and

Cables m on power w pose bm tourists engaging in public drinking as

many bars in Goa have now converted
into wine stores and are allowing people
to stand and drink outside their prem-
ises, Well, 1 fully agree with the above
demands, But at the same time, | feel
that the police need to also act on other
malpractices as well in Goa. Because
today, one can see the owners of so
many small bars/wine stores practically
opening their restaurants/stores illegally
as early as 7 am in the moming itself and
selling liquor for a whole day for all the
visiting domestic tourists, customers &
thereby making things more worse for
the general public in most parts of Goa.
The All Goa Liquor Traders Assodiation
should therefore take a very serious note
of the matter and urge the police to take
a strict action against such imesponsible
people as well who are found illegally
selling/serving liquor for customers at
their premises without following any
proper time schedule or guidelines and
then dream of saving the State’s image
and tackling the law and order problem
in Goa in future.

JERRY FERNANDES, Saligoo

Gang ? has spoilt

image of the State

Itis really shocking to read about the
gang rape in Goa which clearly shows
that the State is not safe anymore, The
outsider mafias in the name of employ-
ment have made Goa their home and call
themselves Goan, These outsiders who
don’t know about the traditional culture
of Goa are making big noise in Goa and
when they are in their own state they fall
silent. As the Goa Police department has
already arrested the rapists, after a swift
trial these criminals should be hanged
till death.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandr
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Ram Rahims parole

Poll-eve release raises eyebrows yet again

a poll comes, can Ram Rahim’s parole be far
behind? The Dera Sacha Sauda chief has been
released from jail after being granted a 30-day
parole — just a week before the Delhi Assembly

Jections. He has been finally allowed to visit his

dera in Sirsa; this privilege has been given tohim for the
first time since he was awarded a 20-year jail sentence
in 2017 for raping two of his disciples. It is not uncom-
mon for the dera head, who continues to wield influence
in the region, 1o be freed on parole or furlough whenev-
er Punjab, Haryana or neighbouring states go to the
polls. He was granted a 20-day parole in October last
year shead of the Haryana Assembly elections. The
move had triggered allegations that the ruling BJP was
pulling out all the stops todent the Congress’ prospects.
And we all know which party had the last laugh.

Ram Rahim's advocate has nightly said that every
prisaner has the legal right to apply for parole. Howev-
er.the devil is in thetiming. The dera head is known for
his covert ways of telling his supporters whom they
should vote for. He might be a convict in rape and mur-
dercases, butthere is no dearth ofhis followers who are
convinced that he has been framed.

The BJP has been out of power in Delhi for the past
26 years. Looking to turn the tables on AAP at long last,
the saffron party is going the whole hog in woaing voters.
Ram Rahi dohisbit by warking behind the scenes.
His repeated paroles and furloughs have invited crity-
mmﬂnmpohmimdmlwbmhsd?mb.whtm
he led for his alleged role in sacrik
incidents. But Punjab is not a prionty inthe BJP's cur-
rent scheme of things. The party has no qualms about
antagonising Sikhs because Ram Rahim's release holds
the promise of electoral gains in Delhi.

DeepSeek’s Al
Lessons in innovation and censorship

EEPSEEK, a Chinese startup, has dis-

rupted the global Al landscape with its

model, DeepSeek-R1. Achieving per-

formance comparable to American

giants like OpenAl at a fraction of the

msL DeepSeek has redefined Al's financial and tech-

ics. Its success d that

can outpace but it

also raises ethical questions about transparency and

freedom in Al systems. DeepSeek's refusal toengage
on politicall, ics highlights the

tion of technological advancement and censorship.

OPINION
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FM must raise the bar for growth

Abudgetary stimulus will underscore the fact that the India story is for the long term

IMA RAMACHAND RAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST

national scenario. On the domes-
tic front, slowing demand has
led 0 tepid finandal results for
corporates. The stock markets
are volatile, with bears being
rampant for the first time in sev-
eral years. Both Sensex and
Nifty have fallen by about 12 per
cent since September largely
due to an outflow by foreign
institutional investors (F11s).
Growth seems to be sluggish,

could give a much-needed fillip
o urban consumption.
‘The urgent need to bring about

with the first advance

of national accounts projecting
64 per cent for FY 2025 as
against a healthy 8.2 per cent in
FY 2024. The geopolitical out-
look also remains dismal amid
an uneasy truce in the Isroel
Harnas war, while the conflict in
Ukmine shows little signs of
endingsoon, Moreover, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump looks setto
upend American policies in a
wide swathe of areas, especially
trade, and this India.

greater and ratio-
nalisation of direct taxes cannot
be overemphasised. Much has
been done in recent yearsonthis
score, but an even greater paring
of tax rules and regulations is
required. Shifting income tax fil-
ing to the anline route was a
major leap in this direction; gov-
ernment websites need to be
upgraded toworid-class levels as
well, given the enormous infor-
mation technalogy expertise

However, there is a ray of hope.
The slowdown in the first halfof
the current fiscal is now being
made up for with reports of ris-
ing rural consumption owing to
higher agricultural output and
the impact of direct benefit
schemes. Urban demand

in this country.

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) must also be rescued
from the maze of Byzantine reg-
ulations that are now even
being commented upon by the
global media. Popcom tax slabs,
symptomatic of the tax bureau-

ues 1o be lagggard, but it is here
that budgetary policies could
make a significant impact. Pro-
viding income tax relief at the
lower end of the spectrum could
bring mare money in the hands
of the urban middle class. It is
this segment that has provided
buoyancy in direct tax revenues
in recent years A culibrated
reduction in the lower tax slabs

cracy’s hit
the headlines. It may not strict-
Iy come under the purview of
the Budget, but a signal of
intent on ironing out complexi-
ties would be welcome.

‘The focus of Finance Minister

Itisagood time to
gradually bringdown
tariff walls built in
recent years to protect
the domestic industry
inviewofthe ‘Make in
India’ programme.

was largely due to sluggish pub-
lic spending during the Gener-
al Election. The effort should be
to make up for this in FY2026 by
ensuring that capital expendi-
ture remains on track so that
the engine of growth s revved
up yet again It may ullimately
be followed by 8 much-awaited

n alsocontribute toarevivalin
the coming financial year and
need greater support. These are
micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) and export-
linked industries. The MSME
sector, one of the most vibmnt

of the faced

state subsicies ane the norm.

It is also a good time to gradu-
ally bring down tariff walls built
in recent years to protect the
domestic industry in view of the
‘Make in India' programme.
This is not merely to blunt the
attack from the US over high tar-
ifs, butalso to align these levies
with intemational levels. Sucha
move could go a long way
towards plugging this country
into global supply chains.

In contrast, Trump's new poli-
cy directive on oil is likely to
have a positive outcome for this
country. His exhortation to the
American oil industry to drill
more could result in higher out-
put and lower prices World
crude rates have already fallen
from $80 to $78 per barrel since
he made these comments. Any
price softening will come as a
relief by reducing the huge oil
import bill and thereby the cur-
rent account deficit as well.

The proposals should also pro-
vide a conducive climate for
higher investment, both from
domestic and foreign sources. A
critical element needing greater

serious challenges during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Credit assis-
umeprwdrd:xmelmemd

is the ease of doing
business. Even the recent annu-
al corporate summit at Davos
became an occasion for several

ade- o i the
pmdy for these urgency of impn in this
which also had to face area. Ui dly, much has

payment delays from both pub-
lic and private sectors. A pack-
age of measures to provide easi-
er credit and repayment
facilities would revitalise a sector
that generstes an enormous
number of jbs,

The export-ofiented sector
poses greater challenges in the
light of the Trump administra-
tion's plans to raise tariffs. The
extent of tarifl hikes on imports
are not known yet, but an

been done in recent years to cut
red tape, but much more work is
needed to make it easier to
investand run abusiness

As for the volatility in equity
markets, the budgetary propos-
als may not curb short-term
trends of Flls pulling out and
moving to places giving higher
returns, like the US. But astim-
ulus to growth will underscore
the fact that the India story is
maelnnhelmuum It would

increase ble. While
tarifTs may go up higher for
countries like China, there is no
certainty that Indian goods will

that the more viable
foreign direct investment flows
pick up significantly The
Finance Minister's aim must

When asked if Arunachal Pradesh is an Indian state,
the chatbot responded, “Sorry, that's bevond my cur-
rent scope. Let's talk about something else.” Like-
wise, when asked about the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre, DeepSeek replied, “Sorry, that's beyond
my current scope.” Such responses expose lhe Al s
with Chinese g

cies, reinforcing concerns about using Al as alnol for
state propaganda and control.

For India, this holds lessons in both innovation and
censorship, Despite its digital progress, its limited
R&D spending (0.7 per cent of GDP compared to 27
perunlmlheUSAdel per cent in China) and

e hinderitsability to
compete globally. It must endeavour to transition
from a service-driven tech sector to one rooted in
innovation. The authorities must foster robust R&D
frameworks, incentivise startups and expand the
National Al Mission. And, while doing so, it must pro-
mote ethical Al systems that uphold democratic val-
ues. By leveraging its cost-efficient ‘jugoad’ mindset,
India can create Al sol that are both bl
and tnnspnn:nl Policymakers must adopt agile
fr late emerging logies while

mmﬂ hip and control.

DeepSeek's rise is a wnkthupcall for the world to
adapt and while
reflect ethical practices and democratic ideals as it
marches faster into the Al era.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Communal representation

IT is astrik the vhy lead-
ng toall and political assem-
bledat Delhi. i by
rﬂmmnunnmdmmmﬂrnwmd
2 Dr Puran-
Joye) from province was d to a Lahore audi-
ence the infinitely grenter sdvantages of a better method. It iswor-
thy of note that no one in Delhi was alie o clim that communal
representation was in itself a good rather than an evil. The utmost
that has been claimed for it by any of its advocates whose outlook
is not wholly communal is that it is a necessary evilin the present
stage of our development, and the lesser of two such evils, in their
wmmmenmdwmmm»m

d or be inad Whether this
Mnmumammmwmwmm
u‘hd\mnmunnlmmlmm\dnmvmmnmmm
ily tends it, does 1 the vital L

e
Indiais becomingak

Playing Monopoly
with Trump

S US President Donald Trump hollered about acquir-

ing Greenland and adding other pieces of land to the

American kitty, I was reminded of the childhood
game called Trade — better known as Monopoly today.

The board game was very popular and held great fascina-
tion for us as children as it enabled us to handle wads of
‘currency notes’, which were denied to kids by the money-
mutlcd adult world. At the start d the game, the ‘bank’

k bank of diffe toeach
playerand lmk us to the make-believe world of buying and
selling of cities, properties and other assets. One could land
in ‘jail’ too, if the dice tumed against you.

Now that Trump has reignited this fantasy — like the
good property developer that he is — almost every terri-
tory anywhere is meant to be gobbled up. As an early
mover, he is a man in a hurry to fill his bag, just like we
lesser mortals stuff our ‘basket’ during the final hours of
an Amazon Diwali bumper sale.

Monopoly, as 1 found out, is popular across the world as
an ‘economics-themed’ game. Various makers create
theme games that cater to various age/interest groups.
Players roll the dice to move around the board, buying
and trading properties and developing them into what-
ever improves their value,

The other day, 1 was playing Monopoly with my seven-
year-old granddaughter. She insisted on buying Peppa
Pig house, Hogwarts Castle (from the Harry Potter
series)and the fairyland of Elsa — children's hot
favourites. But she also wanted to send me to ‘jail’ and
become the princess of all she surveyed.

Rather than having children as playmates, it will perhaps
be more exciting to invite Trump for 3 round and buy out
Las Vegas, Disney Land, Mara-Lago and of course, the flag-
ship Trump Tower in Manhattan, Also, I would like to buy
out the oil and gas fields of Texas, besides Redwood Nation-
al and State Parks, Times Square and Silicon Valley. Also
on my wish list will be renaming the Harley Davidson bike
as ‘Phut-Phut’ (painted like the erstwhile Chandni Chowk
bike taxis) and labelling the burger as a samosa of sorts
with a M 1\ npowered flurry of 'E: orders’.

Amid theacquisition binge, after each new addition, Twill

doubt. Our hy -lu hduﬂhl
urnmunlnlmmmmmnmlm:hmldﬁrlm
be under represented than that a form and system of’
tion should be devised in their supposed interest. Being of doubt-
ful benefit to themselves, & would tend to materially injure the
Mnbu{udud\l}rymep-mdb)‘gnulmmuz

but of a house d

e - =

larly break into a jig a la Trump at his inaugural ball,
to the tune of let's ‘Make America Desi' (MAD)!

In fact, the USA ought to be renamed ULDA — United
Land of Desi Americans — as these fellows will be big con-
tributors to the much-touted ‘Golden Age’ of America
Afer all, it's the land Christopher Columbus called India
— or maybe it was Indies

Let's roll the dice, let the game begin... buy, baby, buy!

Nirmala Stharaman must be, cut in interest rates by the benefitintermsof gettingacom-  be to push growth to the range
however, on stimulating eco-  Reserve Bank of India, thereby  purative advantage. Export units  of 78 percent. Only then will t
nomic growth in view of the providing an even greater needtobe given assistanceto be beposlliehmmtdrurwlhe
sowdown in FY2025. The momentum tothe economy. able to compete with target of b ad e
slump in the second quarter There are two key sectors that  again like China, where heavy  economy by 2047,

»middle-income country, too complex &varied to be controlled centrally. — RaghuramRajan

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tahawwur Rana's extradition

Referto '26/11 probe gets anew lease of life’;
the US Supreme Court’'s goahead to the
extradition of Tahawwur Rana to India isa
significant victory in the fight against terror
sm. Foryears, Rana, a key figure in the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks, has managed to
exploit legal loopholes inthe US. The court's
rejectionofhis finalappeal paves the way for
India to bring him to trial Rana's extradi-
tion is a testament to the persistence and

Reforms in govt schemes

Refer to '"MGNREGS funds’; this employ-
ment scheme is a lifeline for milions of rural
h ds in 1 1l

and financial secunity. However, recurring
fund shortages and delayed payments have
severely impacted its efficacy. The annual
fimancial crunch has left many workers with-
out timely wages, undermining the scheme's
creditility. This not only affects beneficiaries
but also raises concerns about the govern-

diligence of India’s legal and dip
effarts. Despite multiple rejections of his
petitions in various courts, the w:iemr

mml’ torural .Address-

llmly fund almn and streamlining

against him remains bl
ing the importance of international cooper-
ation in combating global terrorism.

SANJAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Reduce administrative expenses
With reference to ‘Punjab’s plight’; the
state, which used to be prosperous, has now
finished last on NITI Aayog's fiscal health
index. Successive state governments doled
out freebies and borrowed funds for meeting
debt obligations, The result is that the state
is under an unbearable debt burden. The
state exchequer is bleeding due to continu-
ous mumMch betwun revenue receipts and

trustand make
MGNREGS a robust safety net. Urgent
reforms are needed to align its implementa-
tion with the evolving needs of rural India.
SIKANDAR BANSAL, SHIMLA

in education

The frequent experimentation by the UGC in
higher educational institutions (HEIs) isnota
healthy practice. In the long run, it will prove

to the Indian ed system.
Afer Independence, education panels like
Radhakrishnan  Commission  (1948-49),
National Education Commission (1964-66)
und the National K:m‘hize Commission

lun The m\vmmml should take bold deu
sions to reduce ad and

d. After a lot of delit
(msu:ldebmu the requisite reforms were
in the Indian higher education

raise tax revenue. Withdrawing free travel

facility and rationalising power subsidy to

domestic users and big farmers are among

the steps that can be taken.
NIRMAUIT

system. The changes in education policies,

though carried out slowdy, were the outcome

of discussions. The latest UGC draft rules
ding the of b

A

Subsidies from taxpayers’
Apropos of ‘Punjub’s plight’; croresof rupees
are being spent on free electriaty as subsidy
from the taxpayers' money. The electoral
promise of Rs 1,000 per month to every
wuoman is yet to be fulfilled. Besides, employ-
ees are awaiting the implementation of the
PwCanmam recommendations, Freebies
bsidies, while poli

lnuﬂ be carefully considered in view of their
longterm economic impact. Moreover, with-
drawing a benefit once given, even if unvi-
able, has its own repercussions.

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

and tech as VCs, coupled with interfer-
ence of Governors, will damage the Indian
higher education system.

VK ANAND, CHANDIGARN

Pensioners atreceiving end
Refer to the news repart "HC raps Centre for
not implementing SC order on disability
pension to armed forces personnel’; it has
been observed that the Centre is indifferent
tothe plight of pensioners, who are made to
wage a struggle for even their genuine griev-
ances. Being oblivious to disability pension-
ers in the defence sector is inexcusable; it
warrants deep introspection.

JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

Letiers 10 the Editor, typed i doubile space, should not exceed the 200-word ime.
These should be cogently witen and can be sert by o-mall te: Letters@tribunemall.com
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artificial intelligence will ind a
way 1o tackle dimate chal
lenge. This is hubris of the
worst kind Time and agan,
the forces of nature have over-
whelmed human srtifice and
will continueto dosowith even
ded

FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY
& EXPMS SPECAL ENVOY FOR
CUMATE CHANGE

. are flly
aware of the
onse-
quences
advandng

climate change on our plan-
ets  ecology, on our
ewnomies and our energy.
health and food systems. The
political and sodal conse-
quences of unabated dimate
change and irreversible glob
al warming are less under
stood and appreciated. These
consequences  are  already
changing societios. They are
changing political dynamics.

Both within countries and
beyond, climate change s
exacerbating  income  and
wealth inequalities. There are
increasing differences in the
capacity 1o cope with higher
temperatures, for example,
through expensive alrcondi
tioning the ability andwhene
withal 0 move from more
inclement 10 relatively less
affected regdons and to corner

of

ealey intenity

threads that hold life together
on our planet are snapped by
human exploitation.

Our varth is a tiny speck in
the vastness of our Milky Way
wlaxy. And our gaky s o
speck in the unbounded vast.
ness of the cosmos. Planetary
extinction will be an insignif-
jcant episode in cosmic time.
It is the humility that this
should engender among
humans which is missing
and this lies at the heart of
the exological crisis, of which
dimate change & only an
acute man ifestation.

How does dimate change
dter socketien? Climate change
Is changing weather patiems
nd vast weas of productive
fumiland. For example, fum-
lands in Afhica, ame becoming
arid deserts. Thistriggers lige
population movements within
countries and across borders.
Rmilies we dsupted, chil
dren suffer from malnutrition
nd rveparable prychological
damage and the whaole sodal
fibric begins to disintegrate.

Thelr vulneralility exposes
them to viokenoe and explolits-
ton by a powerful minority,

increasingly depleted  which itsell s contested by
resources o maintain unsus-  other such groups. Coercive
tainable  Bfestyles longer,  power becomes the  only
even if e Iy o mvaged for holding a com-
planet will sink all humanity.  munity together through fear

Sorme assume that the use of

Those who migmte across

OPED
The political & social cost of climate crisis

HOPE BELIED: At the Babu COP,

One messtre of the stock is
the concept of particles per
molecule (ppm) of alr. The
higherthe density of the ppm,
the greuter theextent of global
warming. Before the industr
al revolution, there were 200
280 ppm of greenhouse gases
Inthe enrth s atmosphere. The
fguwre today s 422 A rise in

P hacoere

this undermines the egalitan
antsm and sense of fraternity,
which is the foundation of any
democmtic polity.

At the Conference of Pur
ties (COP) to the UNFOCC
held in Dubaiin 2023, the out-
come  document  acknowl
edyged for the first time that to
deal with the climate crisis,

spordding rise in the glotul
average temperatue.

we must " away
from fossil fuels in energy
systerns ina just, orderly and

al Panel on Climate Change,
which i a gathering of dimate
saentists from  across  the
workd, a level of 450 ppm must

dedd in order tolimy

bordens are no less exposed 0
violenoe and exploitation and
the migration issue becomes,
e 1t has in many westem sock-
ties, an Instrument of politicd
ok lsation theough foar ofthe
“outsider” The stability of socs-
eties in both source countries i
well @ target countries, is dis-
turbed Asfamibesdisntegrte
and scatter, thelr members lose
thetr inchorand dentity.
Unstable  socleties  are
unequal sociketies; they are
victims of oppression and
Injustice, they are often vio-
et and cannot sustain
democratic polity.  Stability
does not mean stagnation. It
means orderly change and
aspirational soceties. A sense
of threat from the un familiar
and fear of the outsider justh-
fles authoritarian govemance.
People become complicit in
the limitation and even sus-
pension of their own rights
even as they applaud the vio:

Ihe worlds most
powerful corporate
entities, which had

signed on to
promoting the goal
ol net-zero
emissions by
2050, have all
walked out of their
commitments.

Ry LEE

lation of the rights of those

they consider “outsiders’
Populism is an expression of
this pathology.

Thereisnodoubtthat thecl-
mate oriss — o also the larger
ecologicnl orisds the world con-
fronts tocky — s the inevitable
conseqquence of the fossll fuel-
based pattern of economic
development spawned by the
industrial revolution of the
Mth century. This has progres-
sively become more resource
and energyintensive and s
mainly responst ble for acovler
uting gobal warming and the
larger ecologhond erisis.

Climate change is the result
of greenhouse gases, chiefly
carbon dicedde, acourmalated
in the earth’s atmosphere,
since the dawn of the industri-
alage. Carbon dioodde stays in
theatmosphere forover a hun-
dred years, diminishing only
slowly and current carbon

dd 1o that stock.

it the global sverage tempers
ture riseto 2 'C by the midom-
tury. Any rise beyond this
woutld result in breversibleand

quitable mannes”

This landmark  decision
mised hopes that, finally, the
world would adopt the mdical
MERSUIeS necessary o prevent
further dimate change. That
hope has been swiftly belied,
Al the very next COP in Baku
in Novernber 2024, ot bproduc
Ing and exporting  nations

¥ W o
the planctary ecology The
o Jevel is still nsing ot the
mie of 2 ppm per annum,
implying that the 450 lmit will
be brenched in 17 years' time.

A special TPCC report in
2010 had warned that even a
15 °C rise would result in sev
enl ireversible and danger
ous impacts and s hould not be
crossed. But this implies an
immediate copping of green-
house guses, which is no
longer o realistic possibility.
2024 was the hottest year on
record and this year is expect
o 1o set another record.

The impacts are the most
severe onordinary prople who
aannot afford airconditioning,
have to travel and work in the
open and cannot escape 1o
milkder locations, Inequality
increnses in our socleties and

ware linp ']
the reaffirmation of the energy
transition commitment.

Since then, Trump has
become the US President and
he has once again walked out
of the Paris Climate Agme
ment and promised to allow
unwestricted oll and gas explo-
ration and production in the
US. The workl's most power
ful corporate entities, which
had signed on to promoting
the goal of neteer emissions
by 2050, have all walled out of
thetr commitments.

The looming ecologicl crisis
and the ravaging of the globd
commons will spare no coun-
try, neither rich nor poor: But,
in the meantime, the under
pnnings of a democratic polity
with its commuitment 1o equali
ty, justice and fratemnity we
bocoming its biggest cosualty.

A childs failure in school exams is the systems failure

NAVNEET SHARMA
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,
CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF WP

10yearold child
In class Vimust be
held responsible
for her learning

Since then, the discou e sur
munding  edumtion has
evolved, gradually acknowl
edgng that no leamer e
spective of hisher situation,
i intrinsicully unwilling to
learn — he'she simply does
not wish 1o be taught. A child
annot,  with  deliberate

intent, choose not to leam,
The educational narrative
has alwo moved, to some
extent, away from solely
emphasising  intelligence
quatient in favour of & broad-
er undemstanding of multiple
1h There is mo

If her
lewrning outcomes do not
meet the benchmark' or

‘expected level of learning,
she mustbe ‘detained’. What
should be regarded as the fail
ure of the pedagogy, curricu
Tum and the collective system
of schooling has, In effect,
been shifted ontothe chikl or
the individual learner

The systematic dilution of
the Right to Education (RTE,
2000) through

K
child who is inherently
sdow, ‘weak’, or a ‘failure

"} amyl
g

a0

-"q‘

Rathet, #t is the lequacy
of the learning environment
that prevents the child from
walising his or her full
potential. In this sense, it is
the fadlure of the system, not
the failure of the child,
E

Access to quality ek

child's Tearning outcomes’ or
Tenrning abilities”

The promise of additional
resources o strategles for

serve as instruments of exchu-
son. Y, each time we design
an exam, we & ha fixed

amendments and the Nation-
al Education Pulicy (NEP
2020) is a testament 0 this
shift. The first

understanding  of  merit,
deeply rooted in the belief in
the ‘normal  probability

tends

granted local governments
the authority o 'ensure class-
level learning, pting 19

airve’. Th
tomeasure and citegorise the
Jearner based on ngd, pre

state govemments to wholly
reject the no-detention’ poli

wriptive durds. Once a
student is marked as below
average’ or labelled o Tallure,

cy. The recent ab of  she is relegated to rep

this palicy for centrally gov-  the grade and the collective
emed schools is mewmly  gaze of teachers, parents and
ancther step toward it poers beging to regard her as
inevitatie denosement. undeserving or 'fit to fail

Over six decades ago, John
Holt suthomed the seminal
wark, ‘How Children Rl

Multiple  studies  have
mvealed that repeating a
wrade does little W enhance a

P beyond the
superficial provision of ‘spe-
ctal attention or meducing the
learner o an object of pity
remains murky ot best. Sim.
ply revisiting the mme syl
labus for another year fuils to
addre s the core needs of the
learner, reinfordng only the
hollow logic of mentooacy’

What is considered merit is
often  dictated by those
perched in positions of pow-
er Ifmonkeys were to define
whility as the capacity to
dimb u tree, all fish would
Inevitably fall short. Inmuch
the same way, o learner's abil
Wies are shaped not merely
by innate potential but also
by thelr ‘cultural capital

Itisthe inadequacy
of the learning
environment that
prevents the child
from realising his or
her full potential.

\

's ‘nociol amsets’. TemUNE OO

As Bourdieu and countiess
soctologists and psycholo-
gists have pointed out, the
learner's capacity to leamn is
intricately tied to  their
socio-historical,  economic
and cultural background
factorsover which they have
hitthe, if any, control

ers. Take, for instance, & dif-
ferentlyabled, tribal, Mushm
@rl in o conflict one. Her
ability to meet the prescribed
leaming expectations under
the  normal  probability
curve’ Is not a matter of will
or intellect but of a conver
pence of obstacles beyund
her contral

India, with its vast network
of over 15 lakh schools and &
student population exceed:
ing 25 crore, paints a pare-
doxical picture of promise
and neglect. Among these,
117 lakh schools operate
with a single weacher, while a
soaggering two core sty
dents remain deprived of
accens to what can truly be
called quality’ education
The teacherstudent ratio is
alarmingly skewed in sever.
al states, with recent reports
revealing that 16 per cent of
teacher posts lie vacant
This figure includes the
patchwork addition of ‘con-
tractual teachers

If salaries and recruitment

sark 9 per cent gross
enrolment at the secondary
level, yet 36 crore children
remiain out of school, To com-
pound this, 11 per centofthe
swchools  function  without
electricity and 13 per cent are
without bbruries, eroding the
Infrastiucture  critical  for
holistic learning

The abolitin of the no-
detention policy is, therefore,
not merely an  epistemic
Injustice, #t s also & gave
soctal betrayal. The children
who are envigoned as the
architects of a developed
India by 2047 are, in reality,
ensnared in a system that
fudls them ot every level

This ks not a call to abandon
the procedures that assess
learning, but rather an invita-
tion 1o reimagine the very
constructs  of ‘pass’ and
‘fuil, of ‘retention’ and
‘detention’. To declare that
schools are nolonger centres
of learning but merely mid-
day meal distribution hubs is
not only a dismissal of the

Access o quality education,
a rich curriculum and effec
tive pedagogy is often deter-
mined by the learners ‘socil
assety. In India, these assets
extend beyond gender and
physical atalities 0 encom.
pans religlon, caste, language

and geography.
The growing damour for o
uniform  system  of one

nation, one education, one
curtculum and one exami
nation will only amplify the
struggles  faced by the

already lised learn-

pr were indi of h poverty faced by
teaching quality, thedispark  our people but also a betrayal
ties would be nothing short  of the profound human asph
of scandalous: 23 per cent of  ration 1o cultivate knowledge

whools lick the requisite
number of teachers and
even mowe suffer from a
deficit  of professionally
trained educators.
Despite lofty prockmations
of education as an ‘invest-
ment’, budgetary allocations
have persistently missed the
mark, falling far below the
recommended six per cont of
the GDP The numbers are

within these spaces.

The delicate  interplay
between being a learner and
o knower o dynamic
alrendy fragile — risks being
rreparably blurred with the
dismantling of the no-deten
tion policy. A chikd may Yail
us o bearner, but under no dr
cumstance shoukl her inher
ent agency as & knower be
stripped away.
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ESTABLISHED 1948

Trump makes
a costly exnt

I Pnds(:lunml\mmwupmo(npndmpol
measures President Donald Trump announced
soon after he assumed office, and all of them will set
back the fight against climate change, substantially and
psychologically, The US is the second highest emitter
and the biggest legacy cmmcr of xrcenhouu: gases
which cause is now in the
of Iran, Yemen and Libya which mouuldc the Pans
Trump's 1 s
lv.- hnd dm:hrcd his Imcmim during lht cunpnisn He
mm but it took some time to come into effect MM h.wd
doneitlatein histerm. Joe Biden notonl,

COMMENT

WORDS THAT BREATHE

Unlocking the soft power
oflanguages

The re-energised Kannada
translation ecosystem is
partofabroader national
renewal

MANISH SABHARWAL
AND RAHUL MATTHAN

rikar Raghavan's new book Rama
Bhimaand Soma, is a remarkable
endeavourof translation and redis-
covery. [tis a powerful demonstration
that “Karnataka is one of India’s most
diverse states, as rich in literary and

Shatwe Pratibire tonew audiences.
There is good news in the national

translation ecosystem: India’s first

ssou-peofi oo acooss: end erowd:

has been set up by the Ashoka Univer-
ﬂtyC«nll\-ﬁﬂ‘nmIMkmnndhmm

ly features 1,069 ticles for Kannada,
the third-highest number behind
Hindi (2,134) and Gujarati (1,170). In
intra-bhasha translation, the painngs

most often for Kannada were
translations from Marathi (175, with
127 of these by the same translator,

at www.b
Like any open-source living m‘hm
itscurrent dataset - featuring 14,000+
entries, 6,500+ authors, and 7,000+
mnml(m -nworll in progress that

Thc most-translated authors are § L
::ymppn and Chandrasekhara Kam-

Bhuhmnd. Itlu.- uny database, is

P itis more
a river than an ocean, But even at this
x(:‘m. it answers qu-_lkm.n Ill‘ne whmls

lishing the transk h |

However, itwill
Im rove s the Kannada ecosystem of
lic users, authors, and translators

add new entries and correct exist
blishers will soon have insti-

cubtural tracivions as it s n
churns”. This

fe struggles

adopted some more measures to aid the fight against
climate change. Trump has reversed all of them, and
the decision to exit the Paris Agreement will come into
elfectwithin ayear.

“The record of developed countries inacti

ter climate ing their
to the world commumly is poor.

The US' performance has also
been bad, All countries have de-

livered below-par results but the US'pull-out .
failure of the developed countries  [IDTIRUERZTIN
stands out because they have a

vesponsibilityand, Agreement will
resourcestodeployfor the efforts, UNTEEITUE]
The US’ withdrawal will particu-  JTTNITY
larly hurt for both these reasons,
Trumphasalsorescindedsomeof JEUILHH
Biden's policies. He has rescinded

decisions such as the ban on oil
exploration in the Arctic, He has reiterated the slogan
“drill, baby, drill” and issued orders that will hurt the re-
newable energy sector. A Biden-era directive thatsought
to ensure that half of all new vehicles sold in the US by
2030 would be electric has been rescinded. Trump has
also ordered the shutdown of government offices and
pmgmmmn almed at protecting the poor sections of
the population !mm theclmmc crisis.

Manyof Ameri
threatfi
on dcmlumu vnmnu: wnlh 'h'ump wuln. Icscvmdur

firstterm. These

major “WeAre
Still In." They may continue with such policies and posi-
tions even now. But the absence of the US government
in inn.-mullmal wmnliom on dim-le actions will be
severely felt. C more
emission reduction targets next month. nu- UNI-Y:OC

aauibi

" e had ad A rxcbics A enk

: lai

book, part of a mmﬂgjlcd Kannada
mmhunpmymm.mml) rescues

utes significantly to the overdue accel-
eration in the national identity, culture
and soft power infrastructure that is
India's translation ecosystem,
Publishing in Kannada language
has been hmlany mb:m, Print cul-

gl y, pap
like ru Samachana, founded
in 1843 (later Kannada Samachara).
The Kannada Book Authority has an
entire history through Kannada Pus-
taka Samshkruthi; Pustakodhyama
Charithre, and works like the History
of Kannada Literature by R Narasiom:
hacharya are insightful, There have

ing, which languages are the most ac-

ones, P
tutional interfaces to add or modify
information, Collaborations with re-
,;oumdc- of existing ruwdl are N

continues from catalogues, m:u";
and library lists.
En:_ questions facing the Kannada

aresimple
getmore translations for the long tail?
How do we increase the translations
within Indian languages? How do we
get better matching for translators
with authors md Pub!'nhm’ How do

ing mechanisms for translated books?
What is the impact, if any, of tools
offered by Artificial Intelligence on
trgmlnx‘h!ﬂw Isneeded or Indian

DECCAN HERALD
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January 29, 2025

SPEAKOUT

.Theopponents are tryingtolead society
towards anarchy, and the college campus
hasbecome the biggest ground for sowing
the seeds of anarchy. Efforts
arebeingmade tospread
anarchy and despairamong

the youth.

. Devendra Fadnavis, Maharashtra CM

Old age and treachery will always beat
youth and exuberance,

David Mamet

TOBEPRECISE

PM pitches for ‘comeert economy’ in Indba

THE SOUND
OF THE MIDDLE
CLASS WAILING!
m"‘ -~

INPERSPECTIVE

Water forwild
elephants

will have lo work hnrder to keep the
course P The dumr.‘n(
theUSfromthep: B ek Y difficult,

Moveto regulat(;

MFIswelcome

he plight of microfinance borrowersin Kamataka

is deeply troubling, with three suicides linked to
harassment by recovery agents being reported
withina thon span. Mlcmllnancc lmﬂlumnl (MHA)
tothe poor for

critical needs like health and education, and weddings,
However, the reality today is starkly different. Multiple
lending, often to individuals who cannot repay, has
become a norm. In many cases, borrowers have been
pushed into over Indcbwdncs taking loans from vari-

NhnyMl'hmmdulmmmumhulpmcnmbybh
tantly flouting the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guidelines
by disbursing loans exceeding Rs 2 lakh per borrower,
further pushing borrowers into a debt trap, Coercive
recovery tactics, including threats and id

are rampant in the micmfnmw indmm' Many MFls

hu.-n Stro) mn-nry movements, ke th In ifici g tathon patterns, These findings
the Pragatishil tive, whatthe dia? These questh Jex, but Artificlalwater S e
Navyn.ﬁlmdby-nlmmwmu pulrun andwwmrr Itattempts  Indians have natural translation con- provisioningduring  ofartificial water provisioning
RA i Imx.uafz i I land- nd must lead the world in the dry seasonhas  [or clephants, who naturally
Ehnhml éimluda presses | he d; lath study,and travel long distances and are
roopi and Chands Pustaka, s, the communides um use lhv:m,md Tlnthe u:lmummmk series he edit pnwcd dctrimcntnl migratory innature.
The English translations of suthors  the regions they belong to, for Akshara Pr toelephant
like Girish Karnad and Vivek Shan-  Bhy dita suggests that the  panded on the pminr kind ulhnm ¥ Preserving natural
bhag are now widely read (Seinath 125 translations in the lirst five dec  fulness in which socleties forget thelr sources
Perur translated both). However, adesol the 20th century leapt to 2,673 - structures of thinking: “Thoughts that NISHANT SRINIVASAIAN  Evidence from the Kruger
there Is still a gap in the of inthe first two decades of the 21st cen-  serve neither as a mirror nor a lamp National Park in South Africa
non-fiction. Oneof Kannada's mostsig- — tury. The top ten translated languag:  are not useful,” We must reconnect n seasons or certain peri-  corroborates the detrimen-
nificant voices was D R Nagaraj, who,in  es are Bengali (1,749), Hindi (L155), with our languages because they are ods ma« are prone to hoal tal ellcm of artificial wmr
the 1990, began using the concept of  and Marathi (887), followed by Tamil, “soeds and fiekds - alive as the minds, or p on elephant be:
“smritd” or ‘cultural amnesia’ to coun- - Malayalam, Urdu, Telugu, Kannada,  tongues, throats, bodies, and air they providing water for Ml(rl"' haviour l"fmn health.
ter Western preferences for intellee-  Sanskeit, and Odin. The top five lan-  pass through; germinating, growing mals may become important Amnd;lwuwmnmdmu
twial understanding, While Nagaraj's - guages that receive transdations out-  roots, bearing fruit, evolving like be- for i logicalbal-  ed the
works are known to an academic In-  side English (half the story) are Hindi, tw". Linguist Claude Hagege suggests Bnee. Acoess 1o water ensures  routes, confining clephants 1o
dian Anglophone audience through Gujnm Knnnudn, llmanll. and Telu arenotacol ords, h localised areas and exacerbat-
previous translations of his essays breath- Ing habitat degrad The
in The Flaming Feet and Listening to tnmhxm from M.impuﬂ Wmhm holdingth ches, them- of eleph
the Loom (both by Prithvi Datta Chan- Koduvn. g&hn’ﬁhﬁ, Kokborok, oluuhuu- They also offer equal citi- pacts of environmental stress-  around water troughs led 1o
dm Sanl) his ldm have not perhaps o e top languages for  zenship, identity, and soft power. Kan- arsand promoting b overgrazing and destruction
been ded with in lation from Sanskrit are English,  nada’s translation ecosystem will help conservation. While people in  of natural vegetation, fur-
Lhclnrmfndim mainstream. Aforth:  Gujarat, Hindi, Kannada, and Punjabi.  because there is new energy. urban areasof Karmatakawor-  ther exacerbating ecological
Professor NS Gundur, ryabout the lack of rains, there  imbalances within the park,
under the NIF Translation Fellowship, A work in (Manish is an ¥ s Rahul Isal forthe  affecting multiple other spe-
il dy A search for ‘Kannada' retuens 1,627 fs a latoyer who vol at the New h in the forested  cles. In the Okavango delt of
published work Allamapeabhy Marty  vesults. The “Translated Into’ current-  India Foundation) habitats. Often peovisioningof  Botswana, stagnant water in
water either thmuya uum mnboﬂnbmmbmwdm
or solar pnmod ’
by u blue m.\-n llgu.- pouh]l#
and other animals to mmh
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE lhdr m:ru during mr dry nuudh-oﬂnlclowmwod
dered an act
ul bfnmlmct and a eritical  tothe: polsoning
management tool o arrest mzm somestudies serves

Cauvery and Cadbury

employrecoveryage
pressurise not only lhcbotwwmhulabol)wlrmnn
tors, For thishas on with
some feeling lhcm is no escape from this humiliation
other than suicide.

Oppounon IﬂdchAmdm has alleged that the gov-

undervado\umhcmelmdfomd

people to borrow from MFIs, The  JRIEIEITET
government had released only Rs - RTINS

643 crorcoutofthe Rs 1,700 crore o
meant for corporations, resulting TLCAAUIELT
inadeficit of Rs L057 crore. This  WITI{{RI311E
gap, according to him, wasbridged

by MFls, leading to the present nverslqm have
situation, Chief Minister Siddara- JENTTEIELTRUT
malah hasnow promisedstringent fnbl em
action,and hasannouncedplansto i

promulgate an ordinance to reg-

ulate and crack down on erring
MFls. Deputy Ormmlwimm have been instructed 1o
for bor

I The response is wel
though belated. Ideally, routine monitoring of MFls and
their agents should have been a standard practice, pre-
venting the situation from escalating toacrisis.

The problem stems from a systemic failure: inade-
quate borrower protection and insufficient oversight,
MFIsin their pursuit of profit have abandoned the core
principles of microfinance. While the goal of microfi-
nance is to empower, the truth is that many borrowers
are trapped in debt and despair. The RBI and the state
government must take stronger action to protect the

that MFT: L ebieal and 1 ey
MFlsop

must act swiftly before more lives are ruined, Microfi-
nance should bea lifeline, not a burden that pushes the
poordeeper into poverty.

deaths due to dehydration. asa stark reminder of such
Yet, studies conducted in the  perils,
. N forests of southern India and — The priority of the forest
Littledid I know that the a?:l«ﬂummmmmmyum She was with us for about two years in Africa have begun to show  managers would therefore lie
cows wouldbringmore than - milk At 5 am, Kannan arrived with his when | had to leave my grandfather's that such wellmeaning inter-  in the preservation of natural
fresh milk into our lives cylindrical vessel. After allowing Cad-  housefor ventions can have unforeseen  water sources to safeguard
burytohave her share, Kannan started  my parents, lmmd&nmu\d&d i ' elephant lati and
tomilk the cow. Inbess than 20 minutes  bury dearly, My Jetters to my grandpar- tothe depl d L bitat integrity. Ensur-
M RANAND he handed over the vessel brimming — entswerealways about them, Thenone Contrary w0 ing free aocess to rivers and
with frothing milk to my grandmoth-  day my grandfacher wrote to say that Hief, wister availabi ly In hu streams - preferred water
e had a cow whiteas milkand  er,and her 20 he sold Cauvery and Cadbury, “T had man-provisioned water ponds  sources for elephants during
acalfbrownaschocolate with — out of the kitchen to hand over a brass ludoltb«nmc(hrawmmm hnuu m'uw;hl Mlehehmnnl thedry season - s paramount.
a teardrop white patch on  tumbler filled with ing coffee 1o house The artificial provisioning of
her forehead, This naughty calf never  my d h iewhen  owner was willing to let out his house Indln (a dry zone) appears to  water may also disrupt natural
h bolled. Inamed  he tasted it. for o tenant with a cow and a call.” he have a weak but positive in-  mortality rates, favou the
mcdunnluel(rnl(.‘m—y, lewas  Every Friday, my ;randmmlucr nrl i fluence on the distribution of  survival of weaker individuals
a festive day when they wrrived atour - would perform puja to Cauvery and learned so much from my elephants during the dry sea-  at the expense of genetic &
Kanchipuram home. Sweet rice was  Cadbury. First, o thorough bath fol-  two years association wﬂhCmvn'ylht son md Pmmeﬂm on thelr wrslty lhdu unfavourable
prep d shaved with lowed by applying kumkum and hal-  cowand hercalfl Cadbury. B d weil natural
who came to meet the new additions  di on their foreheads and a meal of  remain grateful to Cauvery not uﬂlmi S«dﬂ hnhtr rwul that the ndraim Acts as i mrdunhm
mmrhmlli. Jaggery and bananas. The ceremony  her milk butalso for the seed of love for rules of el
A small shed was built in our back-  would conclude with an arati, animals a:gm«nl sheand her beauti- phnm inthe dry one lrlod ﬂmnlndhm-mwwu
yard for the mother and her daughter. A (_umfymnmdlmbhm !ulull ry plmuvd mmyhnn. high  ating strong genetic lineages.
cowherd would visit twice db 1, She w ject of cows raises l‘ngr mdm Hence dying of elephants
aday to mill llwcrmmdlmduqu hvcdhmxnckkdonm-drwlmmd Cow isamoth not ith high human - during such periods is natural
needs. The night following their arriv- cmly for Hindus but also for p«ﬂc of ty during this season well over — and is a necessary mecl
al, mygrandfather, Gopalachar, could  we fondied Cadbury, which seemed to — other faiths, She has all the qualifica- witter sources, This may very  throughwhichpopulations are
lun.-iy sleep, eagerly awaiting the first  say, “Thanks for loving my child.* thons 1o be loved by all. well be due to the presence of - controlled naturally.
perennial water sources such —— The sclentific evidence
asthe Couveryandothereivens  available thus Im indicates
Inthelandscapethatisused by  that artificial provisioning,
wild animals during the dri- lll.loll? wlth the
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR er months of the year, Wild _ bestof ntentions, has
lniudlmduukphunuv:r‘ effects on elephant behnv
often resort to digging small four, ecosystem dynamics,

Address the flaws and irregularities in microfinance

Microfinance has not achieved widespread success
Inany country except Bangladesh, where it was

nance menace,” governments and central
banks must impose stringent regulations that

pim by Mohammad Yunus, s Nobel Inmﬂle.

|)riu|1l|sc pmdem lending practices and pm(eﬂ

ly not in Inivially,
hailed as a means to reduce poverty, expand Hmnclll
inclusion, and empower women, However, its popular-
ity has waned, and it is now viewed as a failed develoy

s from debt.
The monetary authority must act swiftly t address
the flaws and irregularities that have been
made public.

ment financing tool, In order to mitigate the “microfi-

Welcome move

Apropos, ' Uttarakhand becomes
lirst state to implement UCC (Jan
28), Uttarakhand's adoption of a uni-
form civil code (UCC) is a welcome
move, The UCC prioritises individual
rights over customary and religious
practices, ensuring equal treatment
under the law. Uttarakhand can
serve as a template for implementing
the UCC, which will provide protec-
ton from discriminatory practices
and promote equality. The mandato-
ry registration of marriage, setting a
commaon age of consent and creating
conditions that would make it possi-

bile for individuals to exercise their
rights are part of this supra-commu-
nal arrangement by law,

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

Uncalled for

Congress President Mallikarjun
Khlr Yy remark about Amit Shal's
.J pin lhzumluunwm'rmud
and inappropriate. As a public figure,
Khnrpnlmuld respect individual
beliels and refrain from personal at-
tacks, Political lead be more

lic.
KV Chandramoull, Mysuru

Saynotosound

Trefer o ‘Loud and clear; Noise not
rln of religion’ (Jan 28), The use of
loudspeakers at places of worship
has been a contentious issue, with
the SCbarring their use between 10
pm and 6am in 2005, The govern-
ment must convene an all-religion
meeting to find an amicable solution.
Kamana Kale, Pune

Our reacders are welcome (o emal Jetters (o
letters

cautious in their remarks, as they are
role models for the next generation.
Cherlan,

ermaied - rot handwritten - will be accepted)
Al Jettors must carry 1he sender's postal
address

pits or wells using their feet,
tusks and trunks to access wa-
mhumatilif surface of dry

and genetic fitness, We must
therefore re-evaluate current
management practices whik:

Furthermore, in the West-
em Ghats, research indicates
that elephants exhibita prefer-
ence for narural water sources
such as rivers and flowing
streams during the dry sea-

pre i
natural water sources o main-
tain emlo;h:nl hnlmcv nnd

lnd nluwltlu natunl process-

son, Contrary
lephants are not

i) o

drawn to In

wa- - surethesur

ter troughs, highlighting the
importance ol preserving
natural hydrological features
ine habitats, The ar-
tificial provisioning of water
may disrupt natural behnv
foural patterns, fi

migratory behaviour o cle~
phants who rely on rlvcmmd
SUreRms as

thelr

This is all the more true for
urbanites, as most of us are
dependent on the same river
water that these wild animals
need during these harsh pen-
ods. A judiclous use of water
and water conservation plans
in lhrmlniulnﬂnicﬁn;&u

“This disruption may m cas-
cading effects on ecosystem
eym:r!lq. Indln{m h)ﬁblﬂl

(Thewrirerisa (aw
doctoral fellow, RS Lab, l1Sc,

vege

C
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WHY GREENLANDSCRYSTALBLUE
LAKESHAVE TURNED BROWN

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

ANEW study has revealed that over 7,500
lakes in west Greenland have turned
[y i d

the extreme weather events of 2022,
The . ‘Abrupt transformation of
west Greenland lakes following com-
Immc extremes. associated wnh

Alakein Greenland.

Journal Prucfrdmy of the National
Acodemy of Sciences last week,

This transformation, which typically
takes centuries, occurred at breakneck
speed, according to the analysis,

Wikimetia Commons

ter by other lake organisms increased.
The lakes were thus transformed

from carbon sinks to sources of carbon

What

Greenland typically experiences
snowfall between late August and
September. However, warmer tempera-
tures in 2022 resulted in massive rainfall
and the thawing of permafrost - frozen
ground
amount of organic carbon,

With remld rainfall, carbon, iron,

This lranslumwd their physical, chemi-
cal, and biological properties. The dra-
matic impact was visible by July 2023,
The changing colour also affected
phytoplankton, as less sunlight pene-
trated the water. Phytoplankton typically

dioxide, with their emissions rising 350,

?

The findings follow another recent
study which revealed the amount of car-
bon absorbed by land has temporarily
collapsed. It concluded that forests, plants
and soil - as a net amgory absorbed
023

065 o

2023,
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DeepSeek’s lessons, message

Why has the Chinese startup DeepSeek shaken up Silicon Valley and triggered a stock market rout in the
West? What are the implications for India and others in the Al fray?

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

CHIPMAKER NVIDIA'S share price has wit-

single-day aus
public company, over concems regarding the
launch of an artficial intefligence model from
Chinese start-up DeepSeelk, which triggered
abroader sell-off in tech stocks across mar-
kets from New York to Tokyo,

However, many are also seeing the sell-
off as an overreaction to the new model,
which, while potentially lowering the cost of
developing a Large Language Model (LLM),

Americanpl

retain their leadership in the field.

Nvidia's fall
1 Nvidia's meteoric stock surge was trig-
gered by the launch of OpenAl's ChatGPT in

the lowest since 2003,

Notably, Earth's oceans, forests, soils
and other natural carbon sinks absorb
about half of all human

2022, it took another upstart to

xrigpr a dramatic collapse, Nvidia's shares
analmost

nlSl 1842, with Iht imd( slide wiping off

rican chip-

k made its model Rewaters

Unlike most Chinese tech pl.

P

manufacture these dupi tothat country.

As

these carbon sinks either stop absorbing
carbon or become carbon sources, the
levels of atmospheric carbon are ex-
pected tos|

The planet is already emitting un-

sacel ¥
toforests.

With reduced light, this absorption de-
clined f

amounts of heat-trapping

greenhouse gases into the atmusphcm

ganic mat- P

through

AL WA[3s) GLOBAL

TRUMPFIRESMANY INSPECTORS
GENERAL: WHATIS THEIRROLE?

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump fired at

least 12 inspectors general on Friday, cap-
ping a week of shake-ups in goverment,

The firings defied a law that requires

peesidents o give Congress 30 dlys' ad-
inspec

mrgv\tral almgwwhmsom for the fir-

tence. President Ronald Re,
all Jimmy Carter-appoint
general when he took over in 1981, but
he later rehired some of them,

They have traditionally remained as
nonpartisan officials when new presi-
dents take office. It is rare for presidents

absent

mspecm

successof

mah"’smxmvalw.
As aresult, the tech-heavy Nasdaq index
dropped by more nun 3 per cent. On

cheaper Chinese models threatens to upend
the economics of Al evolution. China's LLMs
are decidedly cheaper, with Qw(Q, a mode!

Tuesday too, stocks in Tokyo day
lower as the sell-off in tech counters contin-
ued. Hong Kong's Hang Seng index, which
opened on Tuesday with Chinese tech com-
panies such as Tencent, Alibaba and Baidu
making early gains, was an exception, So
were the Indian benchmark indices, which
too ended up in Tuesday's trade.

Trigxersforthe rk trout

Alibaba re-
Jeased around the same time as DeepSeek’s
R1 ‘reasoning model', emerging as another
credible contender inthe Al race. The Chinese
gains are therefore not a fluke,

Dy

apparently trained using 2,000 second-rate
Nvidia chips versus some 15000 first-class
chips for models such as Meta's Llama, accord-
ingto Th

here igmers for the
suxtmxluwlbﬂnndr%imwwls

mma[umdanaml model to rival American
players such as ChatGPT and Meta's Llama,
but at much lower costs by using far fewer
chips, This set off concerns that the red-hot
demand for specialised hardware needed to
train Al models will now taper off, That is
clearly a negative for jes lile Nvidia

tional ion of how
sive the “training” p

of an LLM is befc

those trading data inputs did offer the start-
up some pointers to chomp on at the early
stages, and it benefited from access to High-
Flyer's cnmpmngpowuapxuy

Impact on Indla others
this for countries such
as Indu is thatif (nundmnml Almodels can
be trained relatively cheaply, then it will dra-
matically lower the entry barrier for nations
keen to build models of their own.
The success of DeepSeek and Alibaba

ing madels can be brought down, a vital fac-

tor B0

but are constrained by resources such as
)

d\elundlummdhsmugwamum
thtdaulhanlnmdsmmnth
Thisalso i
India over whether to build a lnundumnal
model from scutch or lrlyun already avail-
top of them, Inlosys co-founder Nandan
Nilekani has said India should not focus on
building large language modets, while oth-
ers in the Al industry, including Aravind
Srinivas, the founder of Perplexity AL stating
that Nilekani's comment “is wrong." *..he's
(Nilekani's) wrong on pushing Indians to ig-
nore modd training shlls and just focus on
Essential

deb

gs dif-
ferently. For instance, during the Iralmng
process, the model often used rounding to
make calculations easier. The cloud capacity

Butthen the

do both,” Srinivas said ina poston X,

Speaking about DeepSeck's break-
through, he said in another post: *1 hope
India changes its stance from wanting to

was
tasks over multiple chips more efficiently, al-
mast like adu.lldutdlalmwulitwhw in
acar, toensure that the chips

trying to build muscle to train their models
that are not just gnodﬁxlrdiclmyibul

next step of a process even before the pu'vn—
ous one is finished,

DeepSeck has made most of its training
results public and made the model open-

the next stage — "inference” — can be achieved.
Inference refers to the process by which Al
maodels generate responses to queries after
they have gone through training on vast vol-
umes of data scraped off the intemet.

DeepSeek's strategy

The other big concern is that America'’s
lead over China in Al looks smaller than at any
time since ChatGPT was launched, China's

P was started by hedge fund
manager Liang Wenfeng in 2021, when he
started buying thousands of Nvidia graphic
pmcl:ssmg units for wtul was then just an

source, not done by
Chinese phytr& Andrej Karp.nhy former
head of Al at

are glol

Twoo(hﬂmw(wld have abearingon
this debate. In its last few days in office, the
Biden administration released a regulatory
framework controlling the export of Al hard-
ware like Nvidia’s graphics processing units.
The US. government had pmpmrd to create
three tiers of levels

pzny)\asmadell‘bokusy‘tomnahw
tier model "on a joke of a budget”™.

Wake-up call
US President Donald T d the

of export control restrictions of Al chips and

GPUs. India was bracketed in the middle tier.

New Dethi is currently in thc mlddleol
10,000 GPUsto set up

advances by DeepSeek a “wake-up call” for

US industries. “The release of DeepSeek Al

from a Chinese company should be a wake-

up call for our lnmnnzsum we need to be
d

ing. Two years ago, Congress had
strengthened that provision.

Role of Inspectors General
Congress created mspecmn gncral

Who was fired?
Trump had appointed some of the in-
spectors general believed to have been

n 1978 as part of a post-

of government reforms. The idea was m
have independent watchdogs in federal

agencies

‘whatcn-

teria the White House had used for the re-
movals. Senior Trump administration of-
ficlals

different

Their number has expanded over
time. There are now 74 inspectors gen-
eral throughout the executive branch, al-
l.houymmy 36 of them are Senate-con-

officials,
lnspecmrs general can unwm in-

rasses

Friday as to how many had been axed.
Agencies and departments whose
watchdogs were said to have been re-
moved included the departments of
Agriculture, Commerce,
Education, Interior, Labor, Tran
and Veterans M‘hurs. along with the

Defense,

i and
have sometimes chafed about their exis-
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catch

Al side project

ally far behind. That isdi { many
intheWest, given that the joe Biden adminis-
tration had tried its best to slow down the
Chinese Al advance by blocking exports of
high-tech chips and the machines used to

High-Flyer. 's data crunching was
originally aimed at leveraging Al to identify
patterns that could affect stock prices. It was
much later that the data-crunching project
turned into a standalone Al venture, All of

Fingerprint-matching

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAL JANUARY 28

TWELVE DAYS after polic

Law enforcement agencies use finger-
prints in two situations.
Once an arrest is made, the prints of the
accused are checked against a database of
> A

from the Bandra residence of Saif Ali Khan,
it remains unclear whether they were left
behind by Shariful Islam alias Vijay Das, the
man who has been arvested for carrying out
the knife attack on the actor.

Y Pr
crime. Police can also lift prints fram a crime
scene and check against the database. Under
The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act,
ZDZZ (eartier, Idcmlnﬂon of Pmoners!\n.

laser-focy " hesaid.

Nvidia, after Mnnd:fs stock market rout,
said DeepSeek's work had been achieved in
compliance with US chip export controls,
and that the chipmaker continued to see
strong demand for Al inference.

The second is that this comes just ahead
of the Paris Al summit, which focuses an the
broader agenda of global Al governance, in-
novation, and on ways of serving the larger
pubht interest, Prime Minister Narendra

di chair the Pari The
elephant in the room at the Summuit is likely
to be China, and astounding advances made
by the country in Al, despite efforts by
Washington to thwart this progress.

In crime investigation

ther by experts of the state CID, or their trained
officers, Prints are typically lifted off glass,
metal or plastic surfaces, Usually, only “proper”
prints, in which the top third of a finger. with
the whorls and amhes llm form unique pat-

tems

Multiple Mwlmals. mduingthevlmm

; also,

it
prints of all their fingers. Police require amatch
dmmfmprmumhmamammd

The lifted prints are checked against the
prints of the accused either digitally or by a
wmmamcClD Under the Henry

of sarting

In a briefing on Tucs:hy Additional
Police Paramiit Singh Dahiya

fences that carry a punishment dnmlhln
ontyculnmlanbcmd.

Commissioner of
said that so far they have
gerprint report from the CID, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis also said recently that the
Mumbai police had carried out a proper in-
vestigation into the case.

Fingerprint analysis

 so-called

crime scene canbe used as evidence to estab-
Thisis what is being

hm‘donlhﬂr «

atthe crime scene.
Prints of all IOﬁmﬁdammdanm!d
are sent to the CID to check if any one of them
matches with those lifted from the scene.
Mumbai Police have said that they are
still theCIDon

(d:veluprd by the English police officer Scr
Edward Henry), a match of 10 points is con-
sidered a positive match, a former official of

hmﬂcptmaudmmudmd! scene, d!ﬁng:rpnmhummlhe(l)m
samples returmn an
inconclusive result,
Lifting, matching prints
In Maharashtra, fingerprints are lifted -~ One print is enough

the prints they have lifted from the crime
scene. They have not confirmed how many
prints they have sent to the CID,

An official said that under the Bharatiya
Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, investigators are
required to male a video recording of the en-
tire panchnama process along with time-
stamps s0 as to maintain transparency.

ASER 2024 Enrollment up, what’s ahead for early childhood education?

RUKMINI BANER]I

SINCE 2005, the NGO Pratham has refeased
% :

d arit ic lev-

Where do the learning levels stand

in20247

At the elementary level (age 6to 14
years), covered under the Right to
Education Act of 2005, both reading and
arithmetic levels have improved for chil-
dreninall grades in most states. In particu-
lar, children in Classes 1 to 3 show signifi-
am muusulmm mzmzmm

l!ndinpanmﬂ:luzhhzhm ﬁm FK‘
school coverage rose between 2018,
ASERMakoMmrbywhw

els among school cnil'dmv. attendance in
indic

rolled in some kind of early childhood edu-
TIAX,

5. The

he years.
mzm4mwmma494m

With five years of the 2020 National

17997
tricts. It recorded major gains in the share of
children of the pre-primary age group (3 to 5
years) enrolled in some kind of institution
(LKG or UKG classes/Anganwadi/others),
There weruubsunnn! es in mxﬂru

ammwmmmmmmum

for schools?

The NEP introduced structural changes
~ particularly by including the 3 to 6 age
group in the larger picture, The policy un-
derlines that the highest priority will be
given to achieving universal Foundational
Literacy and Nunn-rxy(FlN) umchnd in

'mﬂﬁASER survey to record digital literacy
among older children( 15 and 16 years). Here
are the key takeaways from the report on
tearning outcomes and the outlook.

2021
in Reading with 1 and

CHILDREN ENROLLED IN
PRESCHOOL/ECE CENTRE

rural school, you will see a lot more things
than before, whether it is building blocks,

=208 W2022 w2024  (in%)

il

rather than looking at these as

against

claims, you could look at this as a package.

to fori

T86% of girls, In some southem states, girls

either outperformed boys or were at the
them

books or other leaming materials, Pratham’s cxpyn‘enng tells us nm

3 fits, butalso rext par-
Eartly Childhood Care and Education mmmmmhﬂmd\ewnnam

(ECCE)? lhchwnwndakd!nmvuym
The NEP states that Class | asitmaght Andso,

5%&“%&

should happen at age six, This is because
going to school too early can be counter-

if certain states have very high Anganwadi
enroliment, wmyi!ung the uﬂy child-

must ;m with a thorough and grounded
understanding of current realities ASER and

Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat was aimed at
s o >

FNatthe end of Class 3 (age 8) by 2026-27.

P | B |

the ’s  Unified District
socially madymmpe with what formal Huwrvu mko&puﬂsnnnchmm_ Information System for Education (UDISE)
expec- jab,therehas  provide some data for this age group, but
tations or been pr ive and d.
m,. Pre- “.,,4 coveruge includes With a focus on ECCE, there is an ac- schools, In Rajasthan, there has beenanin-  collection efforts are needed.
crease in 5-year-olds enrolling in both Second, budget considerations are cru-
rkmmwuhnhmmlzmm not just to enter Class 1, but for the three  Anganwadis and private LKG/UKG classes,  cial. A key recommendation of NEP 2020 is
chasses. ECE is Barly Childhood Education. years before that. If you get a child and her to “recruit workers/teachers specially
Source; ASER 2024 family ready for school, you also get the What did the survey find about trained in the curriculum and pedagogy of
school ready for the children and eventu- older children (15-16 years)? ECCE", Education departments need to
ally have the early per wmknul long
The latest ASER survey found thatatthe  come into age in thi ions and fori
all-India level, 83% of schools said they re- Alarge shu!dthxapgmpptslu nschool has gone down (around 7% today).  recruiting, training and sustaining dedi-
ceived ives from the to is (more than one-third of chil- This year's survey also showed that in  cated teachers for the pre-primary grades.
implement FLN activities, Around 78% said  dren Jands, of digital of \Mihlnd\e.\npnwadi system, if the
that at Jeast one teacher in the school had ) Though d isto
been trained on FLN, while 75% also re-  cation has not received priority at times,  Ch s d ability  be pvcn higher pnnmy the mqulmnml
i quite afew: i for be specified
Adirective means there is a goal, with  training with Anganwadi workers, online or setting an alarm. In terms of both  and projected.
being made available for itina is have a ot of tasks at hand, i Dr Rulemini umoz
visible manner, If you visit a such as i isation and nutrition. But  dergaps Forinstance, 80.1% of boys (ages 14 Pratham. She spoke to

epaperindianexpressicom BN Il
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aking Europe Great Again

Popularity of Donald Trump's ‘Make America Great Again' highlights deepening ideological divisions
within the West. Delhi must pay attention to its impact on global geopolitics and economy

BY C RAJA MOHAN

THE POUTICAL SUCCESS of Donald Trump's
“Make America Great Again” movement has
sparked hopes for a similar political push in
Eurape, dubbed “Make Europe Great Again”.
Like in the US, 50 in Europe, the objective of
the movement is to uptum the current liberal
arder in Enmw ~ centred on open borders,

and MEGA conservatives highlight the dsp-
ening ideological divisions within the West
dﬂnbandmhlvtmlmpmnndu-wbd
Micts, such as those between capitalism and
communism, have had a profound influence
across the workd This time will be no different.
While the recent global discourse has often
framed debates as “West versus the Rest,” or

the
the West.

1 et

infactw

security foe too long, To sustain growth over
the next 25 years, Europe must adapt,

h For instance, We:

her o a report on
from Mario

common ground with Russian President
Viadimir Putin, who promotes Russian na-
tionalism and celebrates traditional Russian
culture and values. Similarly, Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s workdview is rooted in
nationalism and a claim to an exceptional
smn:dvmummmcmly.muwow
once the of uni-
vrmlum are aligned more closely with
tradi

Dn[hl Von der | Leyen is expected to an-
nounce this week a road map to lmplrmem
some urDudu report's mommend

nmuumummemum
longer amatter of concem for high-state pol-
fcy:itls

onthe street.

public

Brussels

tional values, and sovereignty. The implica-

wes to emulate 'nump uk-mrnl and policy

tions of th WO, SUCOCSS, lack a unified

butthey cut lines  platforml

of the international system today. to influence uptominz elemnm armu
For now, though, the focus ison the ideo-  Europe. While they may not form govern-

logical batties within the West, They culmi-

nated in Trump's victory in the US elections
last year. Europe is now facing its own chal-
lenges, including the fallout from Russia’s in-

has shifted the centrist parties further to the

right, weakening the traditional consensus

against far-right parties,
ht

vaston of Ukraine and China's ane
in the auto industry, gaining traction due to voter worries about
Trump is exerting direct pressure on  immigration, economic stagnation, cultural
E icand. lickesand  identity, and dissatistaction with the current
L di partofiester- T!wmllaucd(kmurv:w
ritory, Hisally, I
X e ind. Rhulymshd\l‘mmunmcy The AID
trist consensus in European politics by sup- on the German
porting parties labelled as far-right. Recently, — with traditional p-mm becoming a serious
Musk has engaged quite with trends

British and German politics. He launched a

and

are observable in Italy, Poland, and the
i

Various European
conservative parties are
gathering in Brussels this

trade againet - where right-wi week to find strategies to

) ety t:h': = r-ia . political late Trump's ¢ land
endorsed the Alternative for Germany (AID),  culture asdistinet, if not superior, to thatof the policy success, Although
which Is currently polling second after the  US However, litical these parties lack a unified

conservative Chiristian Democratic Union,
poised to reshape the European political
landscape this year. Whether this will lead
toa “great” Europe remains uncertain, but
change is imminent.

European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen asserts that Europe is "already
great”, citing its unique social market econ-
omy, robust trade sector, and higher living

increasingly permeated European societies.
Trump's MAGA movement has fuelled the
resurgence af the far-right in Europe, foster-
Ing unprecedented connections between
populist forces across the Atlantic,

Trump's success has inspired

platform like the Republican
Party, they hope w influence
upcoming elections across

Europe. While they may not

movements in the West, offering a model for
challenging established political elites. His
strong stance against illegal immigration,
“woke' ideology, and globalisation resonates

d to global
varv« she acknowledges the need for
Imr stating that Europe has relied on
trade, cheap Russian energy, and US

leaders, Ina region that

has betits i

form g
independently, their growing
strength has shifted the

centrist parties further to the
right, weakening the

Livk

against

Union, thereisa growing,
tional identity and political autonomy,

far-right parties.

CR Sastkumar

of radical right movements in Europe:
FEconomic amdely Years of stagnation,

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“DecpSeck’s R1 highlights a broader drh.\u‘u\vr the hlun'n! AL Should it remain
Ihyafew

locked behind propeictary walls,
sourced” to foster global innovation?”

ig corp orbe ‘open
= THE GUARDIAN

India Inc’s
equity challenge

Corporate sector must stepinto

ensure that development
opportunities are available to all

AJAY PIRAMAL AND
DEBOPAM CHAUDHURI

MACROECONOMICS DEFINES GROWTH
as the increase in real national income,
while economic d tis seen as
an improvement in the quality of life and
living standards, In a pedagogic universe,
both are intertwined ina virtuous cyche of
prosperity, But in the real world, leakages
often weaken this link, amplifying in-
equality and preventing the equitable dis-
tribution of national wealth,
radle i

" "

five states account for 26 per cent of
India's workforce, owing to low produc-
tivity, they contribute only 11 per cent of
GDP. Their maternal mortality rate is as
high as 165, compared to the national av-
erage of 75, and the SDG target of 70. The
poverty rate stands at 23 per cent, more
than double the national average of 10
percent, and far from the SDG target of 0,

Similarly, conditions in the 112 aspira-
tional districts, concentrated largely in
these states, remain grim, These districts
have Human Development Index scores
comparable to some of the weakest sub-
Saharan nations, Through the Piumﬂ

these regions have come to light, One, in
Assam, during the monsoons, areas known
as "Chars” tum into isolated islands, cut-
ting off access to schools and public serv-
Ices. Children endure three to four hour
Journeys to school, crops are destroyed,
and poverty becomes acute. Two, in the

if Uttar Pradesh, children

last dec
for India. Strong political will and strate-
gic economic reforms have propelled the
nation into an era of high growth, Once

riskleopard attacks on their way to school,
Three, in Nagaland's Kiphire district, con-
nectivity ks so limited that residents must
travel eight to nine hours through treach-
erous terrain to reach the nearest hospital,

Despite these hurdles, India has made
notable progress, Government efforts
have reduced multid

andthe the fragile es,
Ukraine war, Mvr Jed to inflation, housing India is now recognised as a beacon of
shortages, and rising inequality. The right has growth, Massive investments in infrastruc-
exploited  these issues, promoting ture, land and labour reforms, constitu-
tional and

for economic problems. ok

Concerns about immigration: The influx of
migrants has raised fears regarding cultural
identity and security. Far-right leaders have
intensified these concerns, framing immi-
grants as threats to national stability,

Cultural di Glob. and

multiculturalism have led to feelings of cul-
The

business conditions, The current admin-
istration has significantly shifted Indu s
mrrallvt k

sional poverty — from 29.2 per cent in
2013-1410 11,3 per cent in 2022-23 — lift-
ing 250 million people out of poverty,

ly Rs 48 lakh crore is spent

the

nation’s progress — a departure from the
soclalist mindset post-Independence,
Whham\;.nptmmrulpowllhnand

Jointly by central and state governments
annually on soclal sector schemes, ad-
dressing health, sanitation, education,
and transport,

tural erosion a: some pportive policy India is Yet, the role of the private sector in ad-
radical right positions itsell as a defender of poued fora de.Global ~ dre remains limited.
such as the IMF, World Bank, A stark disparity in Corporate Social
Disenchantment with the mnwxfumnl: and Morgan Stanley predict robust eco-  Responsibility (CSR) funding highlights
voters view mainstream political par- nomic h prospects for the country,  this neglect, For instance, Pune, with a
ties as elitist and unresponsive, Fp:\wll par- spurre by reforms and capital expendi-  population of under one crore, receives Rs.
as prom- tur ken the last decade. 257 crore annually in CSR funds, translat-
ising to restore power to the people. Huwevtr. there are fissures in India's In; toRs 375 per uplu In contrast, the
Normalisation of extremist rhetoric: Soclal must be " home to 25 crore
medi made rad- urumﬂy mnumnlhmn-n tounder-  people, receive only Rs 472 crore, or Rs 19
ical right ideas more mainstream. mine the vision of a developed India  per capita, This glaring inequity under-

Digiffusiorment with the EU: Many right-
I 3V}

policies on migration, climate change, and
ecanomic integration, This scepticism threat-
ens collective action on shared

{Viksit Bharat) by 2047, where per capita
Income must rise from $2.700 to $15,000.
Persistent inequalities remain a signifi-
cant ob:uclc to achieving India's

Similar to the US, traditional structures
of Western soclal, political, and economic
organisation are being challenged from the
right in Europe, This political upheaval in-
creases the pressure for a new compact be-
tween elites and the populace in the West.
The outcome of this internal battle in the
West will have profound implications for
India and the world, With India's rising
stakes in the West, Delhi must pay closer at-
tention to the internal political changes
within the US and Europe and their impact
on the global economy and geopolitics.
Additionally, Indian political parties should
shed thelr isolationism, renew thedr histor-
Ical connections to Western political parties

P

and North America,
The: wnnrrlsmnmbuvlrucgmrnn

ial,
A mrk tlluuulkm of lhls Inequnlhy

scores the urgent need for corporations to
direct their CSR initiatives toward the
underserved regions.,

We should see India as a congregation
of three distinct population segments, The
affuent segment of .lbuul 5.6 crore peo-

can be seen
cal line from New Delhi to Hyﬂtuludnn
India's map separates the nation into two
distinct realities. On one side lie high-in-

ple, the mid-incos

of 110 crore people md the economically
weak segment of 20 crore people, There
must be focused intervention by both pri-

come states like Gujarat, M
Karna . and Tamil Nadu, driving
India’s global economic presence. On the
other, states such as Bihar, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and Assam strug-
gle with slow growth and systemic un-

vateand public o
uitable development opportunities are
available to all these segments. This canbe
mﬂ bya combination of higher participa-

R

chml: m the| puom Indian districts and

Official estimates on
states’ GDP suggests that the per capita
income of the rest of India is 2,2 times
higher than the average of these five

s

mid-levels sys-

tems for better delivery of public services,

Unless all of India develops equally and

quickly, we remain exposed to the risk of
At iefl

states. What
to have m(ruu-d over time, from 1,6
nmnmmll <1210 2.2 times by 2021-. 22
X levels have i

(hruulh other economic indicators in
these regions, For example, while these

and the unique economic opportunity of
the China plus strategy,

Piramal is chairman and Chaudhuri is
chief economist, Piramal Group

Money can’t buy Al

DeepSeek breakthrough shows big tech need not be built on billions of funds

SARJAN SHAH

THE AIINDUSTRY and US technology stocks

clusters, vast data troves, and years of research,
This Ch b Jogic

dmlemﬂwwm‘lwvmmmmn«

actory, from rogue states to criminal mm-

PRIORITISE HEALTH

THIS REFERS TO the article, "We the
sporadic sovereigns' (1E, January 28).
Alr pollution, a growing threat to the
health of Delhi's residents, was strik-
in;lyalmm fmm mnxlo( the election

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DEBT TO REVENUE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Health
of states' (1E, January 28 Agricultural-
dominated states can accrue major
debt refief if they phase out the prac-
tice of loan waivers. Instead, focusing

on changes in

po-
litical pamn mum be more focused

have been lhahm by an Y an- and capital, showing that  sations, could weaponise this tech

npany hasdevel-  onits head. I high- bebuilt th G on winning votes through short-term
oped and upm soumd 4 found LAl ikl ch '3 For like  Inclia, will need to work together to create promises than lacilln] deep- vooted,
model (called DeepSeek) that is equal toor  edge Open. model  ours, [ that ne- N bal fact
better than the multi-billion-dollar Almod-  further rm\l- y often drives the | i d secur that voters, whlle concerned about
els created by global like OpenAland  ing that anyone — startups, For Western like OpenAl the their immediate needs, might not al-

glants
Google DeepMind. What made this an-

even small businesses — can bund on Ihll

mnounmmem is a wake-up call, Until now,

was that scaling up — build-

the model had b
jumwummhnmhnhmofm
Wnsﬁmlllm

sources of tech glants. The implications m
vast. Companies like Nvidia, which dominate
the GPU market, and data centre opuamn.

e to
the ldu that Al progress dcpends on enor-
mous computational power, vast datasets,
and billions in funding, For an industry built
on the betief that scale is king, this news may
represent the start of a new era — one in
which innovation, rather than sheer re-

whoare Al may find
themselves facing difficult questions, If Al

nub{mmdlmrepmdunudm was

This development represents a turning
Iihigh

d\r ronnol Imtmmn wall shift. Compm(ﬂ

the key to staying abead, This app

worked because the West had access to the
best chips, data centers, and research tabent,
But if Al progress is no longer \kd mbmu

frastructure, their value
dechne. Similarly, wnnxv :WI investment
could pivot away from infrastructure-heavy
Alventures to smaller, leaner

force, those foe less,
India, in can draw important
muhmnmlhm-mkwwd inno-

vation ks about smart design and efficiency
rather scale, Indi ama-

-ynﬂm um« than chnlm ualr Tht real
as-

(nmhed. and integrated into m\l-wndd solu-
tions, For Indla, this is an opportunity to rise, i
oanes . Al

we could Jead the way in developing applica-
tions tailored to our unique challenges, from

ways prioritise issues like environ-
mental sustainability. In an era of cli-
mate change, it's crucial that political
Ieaders show the vision to address
these challenges,

Sanjay Chopra, Mohall

ALCARAZ VS SINNER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,‘Alcaraz
& Sinner’ (IE, January 28), Jannik
Slnneu straight set victory over

shows, ne-

sources, determines success. wuﬁmon innovative applications. Jor player, Our strong base of software talent,  care. The
‘What makes the pany isatesta-  frugal mindset, and ent brute force but by ingenuity — and that is a
mmhnmamnmmthmh meulomepvwrral y-driven neurial pmllionuwdlwupo game where India can excel,
milestone under sanctions that restricted its — vation, Without access to WPUsor  talise on this shift. The Ch Asthe Ch
access to advanced chips and cutting-edge  the vast | available {5 as mach asitisatech-  cessityis indeed the mother of invention, By

hardware, This success raises a critical ques-
tion: How did Chinaachieve what others, with
far more resources, have not?
until nowe, has b
by rule; Bigger is better,
beenthat d
massive data centers, and access to the latest
GPUs can create state-of-the-art Al models,
Companies like OpenAl have poured billions
into their models, investing in large-scale GRU

dri

to Western labs, Chinese researchers were
forced to think differently and find ways to
build Al models efficiently. While the exact
methods they used are not publk we can

nological one, dtrummmthe need for
Western hudwarr and capital, China has
proven that sanctions can push innovation
instead of mmm it, This success will hl(tly

hazard some
Al model bigger, the researchers likely fo-
c\ncd on making it smarter.

will send

lmulhrﬂobamlhm:aw.uﬂ its
will be felt keenly in countries like India. It

g similar re-
strictions, xtrlrruu\u the decentralisation
of Al nt.
However, this openness also comes with
risks, Making such a powerful model freely
available raises concerns about misuse. Bad

proving that progress does not depend on
massive resources, this development offers
hope that Al can be a tool for everyone — not
Just the few with billions to spend. It's

der Zverev made him the first
man other than Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal to defend his maiden
Major title this century, While Sinner,
on current form, appears above the rest
of the tour, he still has to contend with
Carlos Alcaraz, his rival and winner of
four Slams, The two, who looked set to
take over from the Big Three only to be

areminder that in the end,
whether artificlal or human — is Abuut
thinking differently.

The writer &s MDD, India for Shield AT,
anAmerican LAV company

epaper.indianexpress.com - .

! Sinner and Alcaraz, have
collectively won just one of nine Major
finals they have taken part in.

S8 Paul, Nodia

such as climate and soil appropriate
crops instead of the traditional rice-
wheat system will aid the upliftment
of farmers, reduce farmer distress and
save the exchequer crores in various
subsidies. For all states, better loan fa-
cilities for farmers and MSMEs will en-
sure sustainable debt and promotion
of economic activity that will in turn
generate revenue and resolve debt.
Anany Mishra, fitilal

BAD PRECEDENT
THIS REFERS TO the report, 'SC split on
verdict, orders Bastar pastor's burial
in another village’ (IE, January 28). It
Is strange that a Dalit Christian from
Chhattisgarh has to knock on the
Supreme Court's door to be able to
bury his father in the village grave-
yard, The two-judge Supreme Court
Bench ordered the petitioner to bury
his father in a designated Christian
graveyard 25 km away. It should be
noted that the petitioner’s father and
aunt were buried in the same village
without objection, The precedent cre-
ated by SC will be troubling for the
Christian community.

LRMurmu, New Deli
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A recovery, and more

TheIndianEXPRESS

@ FOUNDED By @
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CLASSROOM SUCCESS

ASER survey shows foundational learning skills have recovered
post-pandemic. That's cause for cheer — and redoubling effort

UNNGMC(NID-Iandﬂnk,IMaMumo{mIMﬁdmdo—

f the:

ﬂ!mnmammwdmlnaﬂmdﬂmmw-‘s

Emmn-u mulm

Cuvnd-ud\ndmmbnummpm(hmm( The survey, however, struck a note

ASER report shows improvement in learning outcomes

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WORDLY WISE
THE MAN WHO DOES NOT READ BOOKS
HAS NO ADVANTAGE OVER THE ONE WHO
CANNOT READ THEM. — MaRk TwaiN

after pandemic, signals initial success of NEP

WiLiMma WADHWA

THIS YEAR ASER went back to almost all ru-
ral districts of the country to report on chil-
dren's schooling status and basic reading
and arithmetic levels. Data from ASER 2024
helps track the progress of foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy (FLN) skills across
the country.

The 2024 report has good news. It shows
more than a full recovery from the post-
pandemic learming losses. At the all-India

of “The sector the across-the- level, the
led by the NEP 2020, which s expected toyi Jliteracy and FLN)
skills for every chi the third standard in the near future.” The latest ASER report,

Tuesday, 1 i It It
h e public insev-
erall!spxu. he nlpnnwyand tod
i that of their ) i

What is even more heartening is that government nchnnlummhefmtﬁundmu
mava'yAlupd'mnkonhemdlusdu-ASElrepnnpwmnul,slnudpmheNzw
Policy's thrust i It notes that though

states have adapted the NEP's prescriptions in different ways, all of them have adopted
the policy’s teacher-centric approach, The large-scale rollout of teacher training pro-
;nmmrsan foundanoml slnlls shows a national towards inga

of children in Class Il
whoare able to read at the Class-Il level, had
risen slowly from 23,6 per cent in 2014 to
27.3 per cent in 2018 and then fell drasti-
cally to 20.5 per cent in 2022, Two years
later, we have a full recovery with the pro-
portion of Class Il children reading fluently
at 271 per cent. We see a similar picture in
Class V, with the proportion of children who
can read a Class Il level text rising from 48
per cent in 2014 to 50.5 per cent in 2018,
then falling to 42.8 per cent in 2022, and fi-
nally recovering to 48,8 per cent in 2024,
In amhmetlc the learning loss post-

m 2022 in compar-

is slowly leavin, rk teachers relate to
mdﬂusnndmmmmmgmymshmdﬂmnwrymdmmmm

thetic needs of ly years of schy How!wrasASERl’D.‘M
indicates, lawuxt in progress. Thy
ch child ifthey are in thy afactun-

memNﬂ’nmﬂ Tnday.uadmmmhmlmwoppnmnmmad-
The ASER report, therefore,
Crucially, decish h.

arestill

of post

ensuring universal FLN and syllabus completion is a question that the system has yet to
reckon with in a systematic way,” the ASER report points out,

Today, more than 100 million children are in the foundational Iummg stage. Whm
these chool, the country beat acrit
ing its demographic dividend — that wmdzmwmld then be open for at most another
decade and a half. Therefore, while ph thegood
news from the ASER survey, lhtywmldbemm;lmnmm:ndluthemmmm—
tirety. They give particular ahead.
The future's at stake,

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri's Beijing visit signals a thaw in
India-China ties. Security dllemmas. however, remain
HETALKS IN Be M
ior Chi i Wang
the ongoing normalisation of India-China relations, apmalynmhmun-
mnwk?swndmpmmcﬂumuwrmhmdnmufws
B:gln;wmlnumrlmmn!‘- year- process

lastyearwiththe Degps. two fric-

adakh. of Actual Control

busild

i and sen-

f children
inClass Il able m do at least subtraction
rose from 25.4 per cent in 2014 to 28,2 per
centin 2018 and then fell to 25.9 per cent in
2022, In 2024, this proportion stands at
33.7 per cent — the highest we have seen
inthe last decade. Similarly, the proportion
of children in Class V able to do at least di-
vision stands at 30.7 per cent in 2024 —
again, much higher than levels in the past
many years,

What is remarkable is that this recov-
ery is completely driven by government
schools. In rural India, government schools
have always lagged behind private schools
interms of learning levels, There is vast lit-
erature on the learning differential be-

What is remarkable is that
this recovery is completely
driven by government
schools. In rural India,
government schools have
always lagged behind private
schools in terms of learning
levels. There is vast
literature on the learning
differential between
government and private
schools, highlighting the fact
that simply comparing
learning levels across the
two is misleading because of
the self-selection effect.
Children who go to private
schools come from more
affluent homes and have
more educated parents,
Nevertheless, ASER 2024
shows that the recovery has
been pronounced in
government schools,

tween government and private schools,
fact that simply

learning levels across the two is mislead-

Pradesh, In 2014, only 6 per cent of govern-
ment school Class [l children could read a
Class Il level text, There was steady im-

ing because of the self- effect.

Children who go to private schools come
from more affluent homes and have more
educated parents, Nevertheless, ASER 2024
shows that the recovery has been pro-
nounced in government schools, with
learning levels in private schools still be-
low pre-pandemic levels.

In ari ic, both and pri-
vate schools have seen large jumps in
learning levels, with 2024 levels surpass-
mg lhe lrvels attained in 2022 Here again,

in the next four years — in 2018,
12.3 per cent of children in government
schools could read a Class Il level text, UP
was one of the few states not to post a
learning loss for Class Il in 2022, with the
proportion rising to 16,4 per cent, In 2024,
the proportion of government school chil-
dreninClass Ill who are able to read at Class
Il level is 27.9 per cent. This kind of im-
provement cannot be labelled just a recov-
ery — it signals a serious focus on improv-

|n| FLN abilities. This push has borne fruits

icand in Class V learning levels

far greater than those in pnvm- schools,
For instance, between 2022 and 2024, the
proportion of children able to do subtrac-
tion in Class Ill increased by 36.6 per cent in
government schools — from 20.2 per cent
to 27,6 per cent — as compared to 10.2 per
cent in private schools.

What has led to this sudden improve-
ment in learning levels? We have not seen
& . g

nwell— learning levels in UP,
schools have never been higher in the last
20 years.

While the case of UP is remarkable,
there are many other success stories as
well. High-performing states like Himachal
Pradesh and Maharashtra, where almost
half the children in Class Il in government
schools could read at Class Il level in 2018,
sawa halvm: of this pmponinn in 2022,

20 years since ASER has been
data on foundational reading and arith-
metic, Everything seems to point towards
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
and its focus on ional skills. While

post the! These
also posud appreciable learning gains,
What is clear is that for the first time, the
country |s ‘coming together behind one

FLN among primary

this is not the first time that programmes

have been introduced to improve learning,

what is different is that it is the first time

that there has been a systemic national
» i i al learni

P 1pe
comes. Almost all states have shown im-
provements as compared to 2022, In fact,
the low-performing states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Tamil
Nadu have made a remarkable recovery.
For instance, consider the case of Uttar

school children,

India is a diverse country with a lot of
variation across states, For the first time,
the NEP has set clear FLN goals for the en-
tire country, and states are finding differ-
ent pathways to achieve these goals, ASER
2024 data tell the story of these efforts — a
story of more than just a recovery.

The writer is director, ASER Centre,
Pratham Education Foundation

THE GENDER BATTLEGROUND

As regulations tighten in US, UK, a complex rights-vs-science debate will emerge

CHINTAN CHANDRACHUD

ON JANUARY 20, President Trump signed an
executive order announcing that it was the
policy of the US government that there were
only two sexes, and that those sexes were
“not changeable". Aithough the precise im-

(LAC)in 2020, The Chinese military’s act
hgmummmathnmmhﬂwauuemhﬁngmﬂwcmvdkydd\s
since I!Iihmmburyum
ides h i ry issues at the bor-
mmﬁmmmuummwmrm
Du«lﬂqh!shﬂwmmhdhandﬂimludbmwmkdmlﬁenﬂymdﬂw

of that order are unclear, it brings
into focus that debates around gender will
be akey legal battleground in the US, the UK
and other Western democracies.

Recent cases in the US and UK offer some
b what i il
Inthe US, about half of the states have passed

G fter Galwan Both agn
i ) visas. isalso inchildren That includes which
set o Both side: quw' dial r barder rivers and in2023 i
share d of restoring mutual trust. tions for the purpose of allowing children to
Despite these the o e i mistva wodic ﬁ&"&ﬁ‘m‘,ﬁ"ﬁ":m prohib-
N " - ited medical interventions were puberty
triesfor the fith blockers, cross-sex hormones and sex tran-
lowed by “de-esc and, the "de-i " of the forces in it
;mn Ladakh, The latest gt the "de-escal e eir famibes, In places where medical
on” imately, indi of Chinesetroops Biden catments .
it plnsbotin e Incl ¢ Tennesscelawclaimingthat  {reacments for gender
tion y ia
g:;:‘iﬂ W“’“Q“"‘ which has Foge surpassed $100 billian, despite efforts to restrict under t;!US Constitution, The Sixth Circuit peﬂlnil!cd and a child has
mpos “‘ W—p— Courtol 1
dal " yede the grovith of global des in - to tre, how
India Delhi,therefore. by \ G mm m“:’;m“"w";:‘“":' interventionist should the
of talks, Itis but many more i ted to receive those medical treatments, An~ courts be? The English court

WHAT LIES BENEATH

Arediscovered Edvard Munch portrait invites viewers to look
beyond the surface and discover new meamng

Dl.'n'mher and a )udzmtm is expected by
the summer,

Turning to the UK, the regulatory land-
scape has changed dramatically over the
last 12 months, Until early 2024, children
with gender dysphoria (who consider that
their gender identity is different from their
biological sex) were routinely prescribed
puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones.

concluded that it would only
intervene when necessary to
protect the child from ‘grave
and irreversible mental or
physical harm'. It is casy to
imagine other

courts reaching a

different conclusion.

In April 2024, an independent mnewcun—
cluded that there was not

dleahlﬂ!ymmitmdwu_

the safety or pu—

herty blnck!rs to manage gndcr dyspho-
prohibit the use

nl puberty blockers in children was imple-

cases are
hldym assume slgnﬁnmr First, au laws
pnd:r dylphnm discriminatory? They are

mented a few months later. That will re-
main the law until at least 2027, when an-
other review on the subject is scheduled.

Y against lnnsgm—
the’

e .
ind&m permits prescribing a ummnt
uemnlmamnﬂemiubmw

The Cross-sex
remains lawful in the UK, albeit subject to
strict conditions.

its way into the

English courts, A child that was bom female
sunad to identify as male at the age of 12,

hibitsa hat identifies as a
male from getting the nmr treatment. But

icated thanthat — as
peranother view, so long as the law is based
on scientific evidence, it simply prohibits
treatments that are unsupported by ade-

held quate evidence.
mvlcws about mdler merhul interven- Second, to what extent should the courts
became involved in assessing the scientific

for evidence law is based? Among

Mnmﬂwdwudnwmdn(hz
mother filing an application asking the
English Court, in effect, to monitor the child's
situation (and intervene if necessary). The

the major points of debate at the US Supreme
Court hearing was whether the Tennessee
law should be subjected to a rigorous level
olxmmyjlmnzbythemmmptnnhe

on the basis

mayluwwnnlha\

that the proceedings were the
child's distress.

The child was 16 by the time the case
reached the English Court of Appeal in late
2024, This gave the child the ability, under
English law, to decide whether to accept hor-
monal treatment, subject to the Court’s su-
pervision, Despite that, the Court accepted
the mother’s application and chose to keep
the proceedings alive. It reasoned that the
regulatory environment was changing rap-
idly, and it was possible that the outlook to-

in the future. The result is that if the child

two years (until he turns 18), the Court has

debate. are-
treatment of gender dysphom are for the
medical profession, not the courts,

Third, in places where medical treatments
for gender dysphoria in children are permit-
ted and a child has consented to treatment,
how interventionist should the courts be?
The English court concluded that it would

o4 L J ¥ tthe
child from “grave and irreversible mental or
physical harm”. It is easy to imagine other
courts reaching a different conclusion.

The writer is a barrister at
Brick Court Chambers, London

EWART
Scream, Munch
wasan Anoil
mmlnfahvvyerfnnﬂﬂmrmmm:gmwmnannﬂmdm
ist. Painted in 1892, a year | it
a-pai At mof th Liithe i into atender
mulim'rmty Acouple in by inst drop,
face value,. Or do they depict the contrary threads

dmmnthMwhst.hbammmaM&wiﬂMln:hlshzdlylhr
,im.s Fork L rdod 'v"..mmewm

denu Anne, Jesus. In
2008, an analysis ketches an its de, now thought to
i v;u....,‘" i by
F Jan w couple but it presence
of that
p
Th

crucial to the 4 l
G y artists, too, depth, American
yammmmbmhndmmwlm rk antici Pop and,
mare: have 'ptnot just as butasa
y on the ] of I culture, Munch's portrait may or may not shed

new light on the artist's process, but it highlights an enduring artistic tradition — one that

JANUARY 29, 1985, FOrTY YEARS AGO

NEHRU AWARD GIVEN

THE JAWAHARLAL NEHRU Award for
International Understanding for 1984 was
posthumously conferred on Indira Gandhi
by President Zail Singh. Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi received the award on behalf of his
mather in the presence of the Presidents of
Tanzania, Mexico and Argentina and Prime
Ministers of Sweden and Greece who are in
Delhi to attend a summit. The award admin-

Rs2.5 lakhincash.

NO NUKES IN SPACE
THE SIX-NATION nuclear disarmament sum-

epaperindianerpreqguem REEE - B

m&wdadx\:znmalnuhrpvwm—

tion of an,

slgncd by India, Argentina, C.mc« Mexico,
and Tanzania — said that outer space

mbemdfnrmeheneﬁmlmnhrﬂna

whole and not a battleground of the future,

(GAVASKAR TO CAPTAIN
SUNIL GAVASKAR HAS been retained as the

Shastri, Azharuddin, Dilip Vengsarkar,
i Ashok

Chetan Sharma, Manoj Prabhakar, Madan
Lal, Roger Binny, Sadanand Vishwanath
( Jand LSi i

EXCHANGE HALTED
THE ANTICIPATED RELEASE of the 17 Indian

the i did not ma-

skipper and all- Kapil Dev
vice-captain of the Indian team for the
Benson and Hedges World Cup gm-dlqy

next month, The following are the other
members of the team: K Srikanth, Ravi

ture, The boats of

towed down from the Sri Lanka since they
had become rusty. The Indian Coast Guard
wvessel which was on its way for the second
time but did not proceed further and re-

tumed to its base.
[



24

CONTRAPUNTO

| believe that if you treat China as an enemy,
then it is likely to become one
- PETER MANDELSON

A Long Yatra

Thaw in India-China ties can’t mask fundamental
issues. New Delhi must work to reduce power gap
Il\din and China have agreed to resume the Kailash Mansarovar

vatra this year, and consented in principle to restart direct

flights. But the thaw needs to be seen in the right perspective.
Both sides have agreed to a step-by-step approach to address each
other's concerns and bring ties back on track. However, the India-
China relationship continues to be affected by fundamental issues
that can't be simply wished away.

New Delhi has to assess if there has been a fundamental shift in
Beijing's approach. So far, the answer is no. The standoff at LAC
endures. There is no definite road map to resolve the border issue,
(unccmsalmunduh)ul!heChlnm mega hydropower projecton the

river. Gwadar

Chinese military power projection continues to increase in the
neighbourhood. Meanwhile, the trade deficit in favour of China
has crossed the $100bn mark despite border tensions and India’s PLI
schemes. All of this means that China
today holds considerable leverage in the
bilateral relationship. Doklam didn't
prevent Galwan, and China continues to
insist that the border issue should be
compartmentalised to ‘normalise’ the
overall relationship. In other words, China
wants a return to business as usual with-
outany guarantees that PLA will cease its
salami-slicing tactics along LAC.,

Second, China today has leaped far
ahead of India in the tech sector. This is best exemplified by the
recent disruption caused by its DeepSeek Al that overcame American
restrictions on supply of advanced chip tech to China. India is
nowhere near in the Al game. Plus, there are reports that China is
actively trying tolimit the transfer of high-techequipment toIndia,
making it difficult for foreign companties to relocate their operations
here. And if Beijing continues on this path, it will have significant

BREAK PRECEDENTS
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Budget: Letter To FM

A good strategy is to have a medium-term plan for sustained high growth. Also, capital costs less
than labour: Unless that’s fixed, jobs won't be there. And can fisc be managed with so many freebies?

Dear Finance Minister,
You must be flooded with
advice on what to do In the
Budget. [ am wary of adding to
your burden but unable to
resist, So, hereare throe sugges-
s at amacro level

First the big picture. In his landmark budget
af 1991, one of your Ilustrions predecessors
Manmohan Singh famously invoked Victor
Hugo to say no force on earth can stop an idea

whose time has come. The big idea then w

ignite animal spirits in the economy by freeing
itfrom socialist shackles.

What's your big idea now? Viksit Bharat? If
s0, what is govt's concept of Viksit Bharat and
what’s the game plan for getting there? Apart
from some sporadic pronouncements such as

the recent one by PM that youth must step out of
their comfort zone 1o build Viksit Bharat, we
have no clue. 11l be a good idea to situate your
annual budgets in the contextof Viksit Bharat.

Let me present the broad contours. Our per
capita income today is $2.697 (IMF: 2024) whereas
the IMF! forahigh yis
$23,590. RBI research (India@ 100 - RBI Bulletin,
July 2023) shows the economy will have to grow
at 7.6% per annum over the next 25 years to
achieve that goal by 2047,

How realistic is that possibility? Resorting
1o IMF data again, the economy clocked growth
higher than 7.6% Just seven times since the 1991
reforms, And we could never sustain that pace
for more than two consecutive years.

Some economists believe the economy has
now moved up to a structurally high growth
trajectory. You have echoed that view. But 7.6%
for over two decades on a trot? [t's clear that's
not going to happen under the ‘business as
usual’ model

can’t put more incomes into their pockets, it will bea

Mere growth won't do, We need t benefits
of growthare widely shared. That is to say we need to

strategic ramifications throughout the Indo-Pacific. For
Talwan as a semiconductor powerhouse loses its strategic value if
China wins the tech game, making Beijing’s invasion of the island
more likely. Thal in turn jeopardises India’s plans to work with
Tai ms to build its

Add to this China’s all-weather partnership wilh Paklsmn. an
uncomfortable limitless compact between Beijing and Moscow,
and the old Tibet issue. In the strategic chessboard, China holds all
the power pieces. Resumption of Kailash yatra is all very well. But
New Delhi must keep its guard up, continue working with Quad to
counter Beijing’s tactics, and work hard to reduce the power gap,
Itcan't be business as usual.

Around The Wicket

Ahead of WPL 3, women’s cricket report card is
complex, but its forward direction is clear
Tmm India won the inaugural ICC U-19 Women's T20 World

Cup and is smashing it at the second one as well. They have
wonall their group matchesas if the opposition wasn't worth
its name. This is already a much better showing than their seniors
lately, who crashed out of their T20 World Cup last year in the umup

tunity:
A big quulkm then for the way forward to Viksit

focus Ing Ineq arenot just
morally wrong: they are also bnd economics. The
huge consumption base of the bottom half of our
population is our biggest growth driver. If they earn
more, they will spend more which will in turn spur
more production, more jobs and higher growth. If we

Bharat is how d hrate
and ensure benefits of growth are widely sh:u«i 4 H(M

larger public, to hold you to account on your
performance.

Lot me now move to my second suggestion
that has todo with jobs.

As research by Prachi Mishra and others
has shown. in a labour abundant economy like
ours, perversely, capital costs less than labour. A
consequence of these distorted relative pricesis
that producers prefer to use more machinery and
less people. This cannot obviously be corrected
by tinkering at the margins. It needs structural
fixes. Since there is no Viksit Bharat without
Jjobs, the study you commission should focus on
how tocreate productive jobs.

And now to my third, and admittedly very
unor fiscal
You have shown credible commitment to
fiscal under tryingeir
includingduring Covid, and you deserve compli-
mentsforthat. But it's toosoon todeclare victory,
Our debt-10-GDP ratio, currently at 80%, is well
above FREM targetof 60%. Both at Centreand in
nterest payments on accumulated debt
a ing into funds available for productive
expenditures, Clearly there is need for greater
restraint on borrowing.

1 need not go into the full agenda for fiscal

That® fare anyway Butl
want to pick on one issue - the growing tendency
of freebies, In a poor country where millions
struggle to make a decent livelihood, transfer
payments to the most vulnerable groups are
necessary, indeed even mandatory. But compet)-
tive populism like what is unfolding of late Is
fiscally perilous, possibly even inimical to our
long-term growth and welfare,

Some time ago, PM decried the revdf culture
but hadn't followed up on that. Given the pressure
of vote bank politices, no single political party
will voluntarily adopt restraint. Centre needs to
take the initiative, How about an announcement
in the budget that Centre will initiate a dialogue with
state g nd rk out a code of
mmlucl on freebies?

Before 1 end, let me say [ understand the burden of
expectations on you. But as they say. burden falls on

about an that you will

study on a medium-term budget strategy for Vlksu
Bharat? Such a perspective is important - both to guide
you on your series of annual budgets, and for us, the

s that can bear it.

M\ best wishes to you as you prepare to present
what Thope will be a big idea budget.

Thewriter isa former RBI governor

Why India’s Gun Laws Don’t Reduce Gun Ownership

Two netas in Uttarakhand settled scores with rifles & pistols. Illegal firearms
trade flourishes. India ranks high in global arms trafficking list

Abhilash.Gaur #timesofindia.com

Last Sunday residents of Roorkee in
L

outof Sholay, A former MLA led a raid

on the homecum-office of his rival

Reports say they fired around 100

shots, and 70 shell casings were found

at the site. Roorkee is not the boondocks. It's home

to India’s second oldest engineering college, now

designated an NIT. Yet, a fourtime MLA thought he
could get away with a mediaeval castle raid

Hardly two weeks eartler. on Jan 14, two men had

‘s

stage, followed by a 30 drubbing in an ODI series in A
For critics, this poor performance has been a stick to beat WPL as
well. With the third season of Women’s Premier League set for
takeoff mid-Feb, stocktaking of what it’s done for women's cricket
is merited, but must be fair.

Yes, the picture is not all rosy. Fitness standards continue to
be a sore spot. Performance standards really
lag Australia’s Women's Big Bash League.
Comparisons with themen's game, on every-
thing from the size of contracts to audience
can be disheartening. But IPL is about to
see its 18th season. Over most of these
years, India just didn't have structured
women’s cricket.

Yet, WPL 1 final had a 10mn global
v ovmrshlp. the highest ever for a
women's sport event, WPL 2 went past
WPL3will bepl 088 luru, Luck-

100mn within
now, Mumbai and Vadodara - up I‘mm Just one city in 2023 and two
in 2024. And these years have been transformative for the sport’s

Smriti M has just grabbed the ICC Women’s ODI
Player of the Year mantle. Where carlier there used to be only poster-
boys, heroine-worship is also hip now. In the Karnataka capital, for
many Royal Challengers Bengaluru fans, Shreyanka Patil is theone to
take selfies with, Parents now see cricket as a career pathway for their
daughters. Footfalls have soared at women's academies. Impatience
with the women's game at this stage smells of prejudice.

Motu’s MRP

Magical new delivery apps threaten to put paid
to traditional kirana shops across the country
Jug Suraiya

Poor Motu’s days seem to be numbered. Motu is the name
ascribed to the two proprietors of the Kirana shop in the
complex in Gurgaon y and 1 live.
Ni £ 8 to know ght up th ‘Mm But
dder, and could refer of
Motu ls the mho(yp(- of the myriad operators of klrana
qu! like milk, bread, biscuits,

theIndian | Mroc! totucked
nll.un-s They provide thelr amblent communities not only with ltems of
everyday consumption, but also serve the ancillary function of facilitating the
neighbourty exchange of greetings and gossip

But the generic Motu is fa ated to! fade into ublh inn rlmnkx to technological

y apps which,
m , emerging from a brass lamp, promise toobtain whatever itis that your

heart, or your stomach, desires and to doso within scant minutes.
Unlike other delivery systems that deal only in foodstuffs, the
newentrants will, 24/7, notonly dish up pizza, veg
fried rice, or idli-sambhar, but before you can say

TS
secondopunon lh"\ presto! backwards, they can also conjure up

smartphone, and all things in between.

And the best part is that all manner of goodies will be brought to your door-
step well below the MRP. Maximum Retail Price, which is the unchanging and
unchangeable mantra of Motudom

How these apps do not just break, but shatter, the price barrier tosmithereens,
whether it's through economles of scale or other financial legerdemain, Is as
much a marvel as how they can provide such a vast range of consumer goods,
both edible and durable, and doso in the blink of an aye.

So, sad as it is: Move over, Motu; you have to pay the price of progress. And
it's well bolow MRP

PYRIP

new house in Gurgaon outside Delhi. While
gun violence is not uncommon in India, such
rampaging in urban centres is. And it raises
many questions about gun laws, ownership and
culture in the country

nal right in US, so high ownership is to be expected. It has

120 guns for every 100 people - war-torn Yemen isa distant

second with 53 guns per 100 people. But India wisely chose

10 keep guns out of people’s hands. Officlally there were

only 3.4mn active gun licences at the end of 2016, The data

seems old, but considering how difficult it is to get a gun

licence in India, it won't have changed much.

If licenised guns were the only Kind in circulation, we

3 every 400

However, tipof

(lw M‘(‘hﬂ'ﬂ India’s offickal gun count hm-a grim reality
In the early 2010s, civilian was

word whether you own a gun or not. TD! n-rcnll)
reported thata
little as €1.500 and sold Inr:muhmgumsrduﬂ ﬁmﬂ
Better made guns, including copies of assault rifles,
sell for a lot more, Places like Munger in Bihar have
historically been the big centres of production, feeding
demand even beyond the border in Nepal. Now, Kanpur,
Meerut, Aligarh, Rampur, and other places in UP have
carved their place in the illegal gun market.
There'salsoa steady supply of guns from across the
barder. On the Onamlwd Crime Index, India has an

Later that year a report based on submissions from
the states showed the extent of the problem. A small
state like Haryana had recorded 34,000 cases related to
the use or possession of illegal arms and unlicensed
weapons between 2013 and 2022, UP had registered
13,396 such cases in 2013 alone, and the annual count
grew 83% to 24,514 in 2020. But this {s most lkel

asnotall { gunuse - unlesst
cause death -are recorded

In 2016, India recorded 26,500 gun-related deaths
the third highoest toll uﬂ\'r Braziland US. Some of these

y

arms 1 2.5 for J;

slnmpmv and Ifor China. The Index flags “acceptance
of

at 40mn by Sydney School of Public Health. In 2018, the
Small Arms Survey project put itat 7imn,

states, a rise in violent crimes
involving guns, und increased insecurity because of

UP Police veteran, there are more guns in the state’s

theeasy of illegal weapons” in India,

fet than in UK and J;

i 1 S0 where do thes
guns come from? It's no secret that gunmaking is a
thrivingcottage industry in India. Katfa isa household

| In April 2023, the Sup: Court took
note ul the growing gun menace. It said the prolifera.
tion of guns endangered people’s right to life, and
added: "If unlicensed firearmsare freely used, this will
sound thedeath knell of ruleof law.”

would suicidesandace butavery large
number were murders. And it's a fact that 50% of guns
used for murder are unlicensed. Even gun-related
‘accidents’ have an element of criminality
Many of these result from celebratory firing,
and SC last year said they should be regarded
as culpable homicide not amounting to murder.
Injust the past 30-odd days, celebratory firing left
abride wounded in Punjab, a teenager dead in Haryana
and two guests wounded in Gujarat.

Mockery of law | Call it a colonial hangover but Indian
law is very clear that the public should not be armed.
Togetagun licence you must prove that there's a threat
to your life. The licence must be renewed every three
years, and law requires police to keep track of guns
and ammunition issued in their jurisdiction. It's like
prohibition, when liquor may be issued only for medical
reasons but everyone drinks any way

Why d
in a modern democracy? Is India’s gun culture rooted
in feudal or martial traditions? Well, Japan was a
famously martial society and look how gun free they've
become. Fewer than 400,000 Japanese own & gun now,
In 2018, only nine people died of gunshot wounds in
Japan. And it's all thanks to strict gun laws that are
strictly enforced. Too strictly, some would say, because
at the Tokyo Olympics even coaches weren't allowed
to touch their team guns and had to use authorised
intermediaries!

A VAST MAJORITY OF

Calvin & Hohbes
()

Sacredspace

WHAT WERE THEIR
EXPECTATIONS #

Mouna,
sitence. of the
mind is far
superiorto
mowna of
speveh. It must
e natural,
Forced mouna
is only wrestling with the mind. It isan
effort.If you livein Truth. mowna will
come of itself.

Swami Sivananda

Metamorphoses Through Nietzsche’s Lens

Kishore Asthana

in Thus Spake Zarathustra,
Nietzsche says, “Three meta-
morphosesof the spirit] de«lp.mnoln

E xplaining spiritual advancement,

gnawing at everything even when
not hungry.

‘The second Is the camel. According
to Nietzsche, we become camels to
satisfy our ego. Our motivation is
compassion, loveand, of course, soclal

you: how the spirith
the camel allon, and the lon, a child.”

Weactas camels when we carry the
burdensof the world, Toevolve, we
must become lions, capable of doing
what camels cannot. The most
difficultof these s ‘toassume the ride
tonew values' - from you shall of
conventional religions to i will of the
moreenlightened state,

The third metamorphosis istoa
child. According to Nletzsche, “The
child is innocence and forgetfulness, a
new beginning, a game, a self-rolling
wheel, a first movement, a holy Yea.”

More realistically, a person goes
through five metamorphoses, not
three. The first stage bs the greedy rat,

The third is the lion, where the
desire tobreak free and act is
foremost. Courage isthe
hnllmnrkof|hlhxlnw.Thn‘_}
fourth is the elephant,
where manacquires
dignity and wisdom, and
theaggression of the lion
ismellowed. Ganesh's
iconography symbolises
this.

Thefifth is the child, in which
innocence is the prime quality. Eashoa,
who is known as Jesus, also mentions
this, When his disciples asked, "On
what day will you be revealed to us, and
on what day shall we see you?” Eashoa

sald: “When you unclothe yourselves
andare not ashamed and take your
garments and lay them beneath your
feet like little children and trample
on them, then (you will see) the son of
the living One, and you will have no
more fear.”
Mostof usarestuckat the ‘rat’

food, clothing and shelter
2, Buidesus throughout our
lives, as does our greed for
acquiring moreand more.
Another bigchallenge is to
move from the camel to

THE SPEAKING TREE thelion stago. Weareso

conditioned by our

education, traditions, and soclal mores
thatonly a few can break the mould
and strike out on their own path.

Movingon tothe elephant stage isa
function of overcoming the ego. For
some, this comes naturally, and for
others, with the [.uI(Lmu-M amaster.

and ‘camel’ stages - our quest for

Moving from the elephant stage to that
of achild is easler as wisdom guides us.

Ramana Maharshi elaborates how
toovercome inter-stage resistance,
Ramanaasked a seeker, reluctant to
give up hisold ways, how he came to
theashram. The seeker said he took a
train. “Did you get off at the station?”
Ramana asked. “Yes," replied the
secker: “then i took a bullock cart.”
“And how did you come up the hill?™
Ramanaenguired, The seeker sald,
“igotoff the bullock cartand
walked up.”

“So, you used one vehicle till it was
needed, gave it up and took another
when its purpose was served. It isthe
same with these rituals, too. They have
served their purpose, and now the time
Isripetogive them up.”

Seekers should introspect and
determine their stage and how they
can move forward. They can consulta
master if needed




