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Letter and spirit
The new detention policy seeks to
address a real issue, but it fails
mong the key school education reforms
instituted by the UPA government as part
of the Right to Education were Continu-
ous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) and a
“no detention’ policy up to Class 8. Both sought o
create a benign environment in school so that
there was no pressure of final examinations and
“standards™ on the child. The OCE was to be exe-
cuted from Class 6, in discrete steps throughout
the year, which meant no scary final test of just
academic achievement based on a year-long cur-
riculum, Whether those reforms contributed to
the current situation or not, the reality is that a
significant number of students passing out of
primary school do not have foundational nume-
racy and literacy. And they do not seem to carch
up by the time they leave middle school, Recog-
nising the gap in achieving learning outcomes,
the NDA government sought to do away with the
no detention policy, in 2009, leaving it to the ap-
propriate State governments. The CCE was given
up too, But the COVIDHS pandemic intruded and
made it impossible for schools to even consider
detaining students, The recent notification of the
Ministry of Education has removed the discretion
given to State governments, It has mandated a fi-
nal examination at the end of Class 5 and Class 8,
which will assess a child's competence. If he or
she is not found to be competent, the child will
be re-examined after two months after additional
instruction. If the child fails again, he or she will
be detained. The rules say no child should be ex-
pelled before completing elementary education.
Practical necessity is driving this change in
norms. Steps do need to be taken to address the
gap in the learning outcomes achievement. An
educated, capable and skilled population is need-
ed to reap the demographic dividend. It takes an
entire neighbourhood to educate a child, not just
the school and parents. The dismal situation in
learning outcomes is a collective failure of society
that needs to be addressed. But it would take a lot
mare than this particular change in policy to trig-
ger a turnaround. CESE-affiliated and other priv-
ate schools can easily implement the new policy.
However, for some States, it will be a political hot
potato. Private schools should not use this as an
excuse to expel poor performing students — safe-
guards would be needed. A sad consequence of
the policy is that it brings back a single final ex-
amination as an arbiter of a child's promotion or
detention. While NEET or the JEE may be taken
as special cases applying to extremely competi-
tive professions, to bring back one final test at the
school level is a regression. The National Educa-
tion Policy 2020, for instance, wants to replace
summative assessment with formative, and pro-
mote self and peer assessments. It promises a
“halistic, 360-degree, multidimensional progress
report card” detailing the "progress and the un-
igueness of each student”. The new detention
policy does not reflect the NEP's spirit.
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Security in safety

Authorities must ensure public spaces
are safe environs for all

eople derive a sense of ease from what

they perceive to be safe doisters; they let

their guard down in these areas and, re-
lax. When an attack happens in safe environs, it
would be a harsh betrayal of that sense of trust,
In the recent case of sexual assault within the
campus of Anna University, Chennai, there has
not only been a vile violation of a young student’s
bodily integrity, but also, possibly as painful, a
gross betrayal of trust, On December 23, in one of
Tamil Nadu's top engineering institutes, Anna
University, a public State-run institution, the en-
gineering student and her friend, also a student,
decided to rake a walk after dinner. As they
walked into a rather secluded neck of the woods,
the horror began for them. A stranger there ac-
costed the male companion, threatened him and
then went on to sexually assault the girl. Trauma-
tised by her ardeal, the girl called the police hel-
pline = 100 - the next day, and a team from the
all women's police station nearby reached the
university and took her complaint. She gave a full
account of the incident, assuring them that she
would be able to identify the cul prit if she were o
see him again. On Wednesday, police arrested
Gnanasekaran, a roadside vendor who has a
bunch of petty cases against him, after he had
been identified in an identification parade. Appa-
rently, though not an employee, he used to fre-
quent the varsity campus as his wife was a con-
tract labourer employed by the university to
work within the premises.

In the aftermath of the incident, the Higher
Education Minister said more lights would be
provided across the campus, and all the over-
grown bushes trimmed. Efforts have also been in-
itiated to regulate who enters the campus, by
conducting an 1D check before allowing visitors
in. While the incident has provoked widespread
outrage, it has also acguired varied political hues,
with reactions from some quarters bordering on
the absurd. What is essential is for the govern-
ment to ensure, without a doubt, that every cor-
ner of all its educational institutions and their
vast cloisters are safe for all students. Whatever
needs to be done in aid of that should be done,

cost ithstanding. Additionally, the personal
details of the complainant were revealed in the
public realm, a clear violation of the law and re-
peated court guidelines. This too must never be
allowed to happen another time. The alacrity dis-
played in apprehending the culprit should be ex-
tended to the filing of charges and securing a con.
viction for a just closure to this horrific crime.
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Marginalised by caste, marginalised in education

tul Kumar, the son of a daily wage
worker and from the Scheduled Caste
community, lost his seat at IT

Dhanbad after he was unable to pay
the seat booking fee of T17,500 that was required
toy secure his admission. His case gained
widespread attention on social media, prompting
the Supreme Court of India to intervene by
exercising its extraordinary powers under Article
142 to grant him admission. There are many and
similar cases like Atl's, but which never draw
media attention or receive justice, leaving many
deserving students without D‘ppull‘l!mllﬁ due to
financial and

The rise in tuition fees

The struggles that Dalit students face echo the
challenges of pre-Independence India when they
were barred from enrolling in educational
institutions because of their caste, While these
historical restrictions were overt, the situation
now is more insidious. Under the “Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan”, the Government of India has
been pushing for self-reliance in institutions,
leading to a significant increase in fees in many
government colleges and universities such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), the Indian
Institutes of Management, the central
universities, and the National Law University. For
instance, in 2016, the IT council’s standing
committes agreed to increase the undergraduate
tuition fees by 200%. This meant a fee increase
from 90,000 to T3 lakh a year.

In response to the criticism regarding the fee
increase, the committee set up by
government asserted that students from
marginalised communities would benefit from
the Vidyalakshmi scheme, which offers
interest-free scholarships. However, while this
initiative aims to provide support, it remaing
insufficient to fully address the financial
chaLIEm;Es faced by these students, especially as
fiees continue to rise. The hike in fees that was
implemented in seven IMs including increased
tuition fees; IM-Lucknow hiked it by nearly 30%,
1IM-Ahmedabad and [IM-Shillong by 5%, 1M
Lucknow by 20.6%, IM-Caleutta by 17.3%,
1IM-Kozhikode by 23.1%, IIM-Ranchi by 19% and
NM-Tiruchirappalli by 20%, IIT-Del eased
tuition fees for full-time M.Tech students in the
semester in 200223, The total academic fee is
now 153,100, which does not include hostel fees,
This is a 100% increase from last year's fee of
36,450,

The frequent hikes in fees have made it
increasingly difficult for students from the
marginalised communities to afford higher
education or even pursue studies through loans.

-
Sumant Kumar

Associate Professar at
the Alliance School of
Liberal Arts, Alliance

University, Bangalore

Rising costs in
higher
education are
one of the
many issues
affecting Dalit
students

With rising costs in the Indian education systern,
many students from the marginalised
communities are unable to even consider
enrolling in prestigious institutions such as the
II'Ts and the 11Ms despite securing competitive
ranks. As a result, while some students manage o
cope with the inancial burden, there are others
w‘huare rwemhehned h}' me stTess and the

This pressure,
mcerbaled by the hq;h cost of education, has a
human angle too, In 2021, data showed that over
the past seven years, 122 students from the Ts
and the 11Ms had ended their lives, many due to
the financial strain of rising fees and the anxiety
of securing employment.

The issue of dropouts

Another harsh reality is that many students who
manage to enrol themselves in prestigious
institutions eventually drop out due to their
inability to afford rising education fees. The
Human Resources Development Ministry
reported that 2,461 students dropped out of 1ITs
in just two years (2017 and 2018). Last vear, this
issue was raised in the Lok Sabha, revealing that
over the past five years, more lhan 13,500
students from the Scheduled Castes (3C), the
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backward
Classes (OBC) had dropped out of courses in the
central universities, the 1Ts and the [IMs,
Government data showed that in the central
universities, 4,596 students from the Other
Backward Classes, 2,424 5C students, and 2 522
ST students dropped out during this period. In
the IITs, 2,066 OBC students, 1,068 5C students,
and 408 5T students left. Similarly, the [IMs saw
163 OBC, 188 5C, and M ST students drop out over
the past five years. These numbers highlight the
significant challenges faced by marginalised
communities in accessing and sustaining higher
education in India,

One of the key reasons behind the poor
economic conditions of the Dalit community is
that their identity in India is still largely defined
by caste. Dalits continue to be denied the
opportunity to perform work that is on a par with
others in society. This has not anly left them
economically marginalised but also socially
vulnerable. Dalits in India are considered an
oppressed and discriminated class, often labelled
as "untouchable”. Historically, this stigmatisation
has meant that Dalits have been denied acoess to
education. The term “untouchables™ also refers
to thase who have been forced into the most
undesirable and degrading jobs. A recent survey
in 29 States on urban sewer and septic tank
workers revealed that 92% of these workers
belong to Scheduled Castes (3C), Scheduled

Tribes (ST}, and Other Backward Classes {OBC). A
2019 report by former Education Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal revealed that 95% of faculty
positions in 11Ts were held by individuals from
upper caste backgrounds, with only 5% allocated
o SC, ST, and OBC categories, despite these
Eroups representing 70%-80% of India's
population. An RTI filed by IT-Bombay students
Further exposed the disparities, showing that 24
departments had no 5C faculty, 15 lacked ST
representation, and nine had no OBC faculty.
These statistics highlight the deep-rooted
caste-based inequalities that persist in both
employment and education.

The barriers still exist

After Independence, with provisions in the
Constitution and welfare mechanisms, Dalit
school enrolment rates have improved over time
However, Dalit children continue to face
significant barriers in education, incuding
poverty, social discrimination, and caste-based
prejudice. Dalit students are often judged based
on their dothes, language, and other markers,
making it difficult for them to integrate with their
Upper Caste peers.

In many cases, caste-based remarks and
discrimination wound these students, leading o
sockl isolation. Some students sucoumb to the
emaotional toll of this prejudice — there are cases
such as a woman postgraduate medical student in
a medical college in Maharashira and two
students from T Bombay and IT Delhi that are
painful reminders of this reality. These incidents
underscore the persistent shadow of casteism
and harassment over the aspirations of many
Dalit students. This troubling situation raises a
critical question: how can these prestigious
institutions effectively address this issue and
foster a safe, inclusive environment for all
students?

The unfortunate incidents of student suicides
point to the immense pressure students face in
the education system. Many students are
burdened by their families’ expectations that
completing a degree will solve their economic
problems. But unemployment in India is also
high. An KTI filed in 2024 about 1T placements
showed that approximately 8,000 students (38%)
across 23 [IT campuses remained unplaced this
year, For students from the marginalised
communities, this struggle is even mone
pronounced, as their caste identity often doubles
the challenges they face in securing jobs. These
ssues underscore the pressing need for systemic
reforms in education and employment to
alleviate the pressures on students and address
caste-based disparities.

Rules that still manacle the captive elephant

sacred symbols of wisdom and strength,

privately-held captive elephants live a stark
contradiction. Reflecting on this grim reality, the
Kerala High Court recently likened the lives of
these captive animals to an “eternal Treblinka”,
drawing a poignant comparison to the infamous
Nazi extermination camps. Elephants used for
religious purposes, entertainment and tourism
are subjected to much cruelty and forced 1o
behave in unnatural ways, These social animals
are subjected to isolation and abusive training
methods to break their spirit. Although elephants
have the highest protection under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, they have been at the
forefront of practices that seek to capture them
from the wild for a life in captivity.

New rules and loopholes
I its intent to regulate potential misuse of ca
elephants in private custody and curb illegal
captures from the wild, the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) published the Captive Elephant
(Transfer or Transport) Rules in March 2024,
These rules facilitate the transport and the
transfer of ebephants and also specify the
procedure of transfer of ownership.
However, the ambiguity in procedures and
rationale for transport and/or transfer of wild
elephants could pave the way for further
commercial exploitation. For instance, it states.

l n India, where elephants are revered as

Shubhra Sotie

an enviranmental
Lawsyer and Specialist,
willclite Poficy ard
Research at Humane
Socety Internatianal
(HSI) Incia

number of privately owned elephants could
potentially lease their elephants to serve as
props, from religious ceremonies o

owned captive elephants.
Whal is required mstead is mandate o
ldings to B mane, irth control

political rallies. These are activities that
compromise the welfare of elephants even as
they objectify and commodify them. This
regularisation of the transfer of elephants for
religious activities, tourism, or any other
commercial ventures effectively contributes to
the economic valuation of elephants, treating
them as tools for generating income. Thus, the
legislation could be misused by private elephant
owners to essentally “rent out” their animals,
which risks incentivising the capture of wild
elephants and directly undermines elephant

conservation,

Microchip misuse, births in capti
As of January 2019, there were 2,675 documented
captive elephants in the country, with a deeply
disturbing implication. It has been reported that
when these animals die, they are replaced by
elephants captured from the wild. Most captive
elephants were microchipped as part of a 2002
initiative that Project Elephant launched to track
all captive elephants in India that have valid
certificates of ownership, Anecdotes suggest that
these microchips are retrieved from an elephant
posthumously and then inserted into an elephant
caught in the wild to legalise an illicit capture.
Despite this popular modus aperand, the Rules
d.cl not mquire the mlaﬂd the destruction of

measures for elephants in private custody, to
break the cycle of commercial exploitation and
prevent more elephants entering captivity
through birth. Additionally, a shift from using live
elephants in temples, processions, and tourism to
alternatives such as electronic elephants is
crucial. Civil society, temple committees and the
government should lead this change to protect
wild elephants.

The trade between States

Further, there are numerous reports of elephants
being transported from the northeastern States to
the southern and western States. One such
instance involved an elephant being “gifted” toa
Delhi temple by a private owner in Assam.
Uniortunately, in all these transters, the new
rules have served as an enabling agent for trade
in an endanpered species,

In August, following reports and objections
submitted by this writer and others, the Elephant
Project, under the aegis of MoEFCC, took action,
It issued an office memorandum that flagged the
illegal transfers of captive elephants. The
memorandum reiterated the need for the strict
adherence to Captive Elephant (Transfer or
Transport) Rules, 2024 and emphasised the
mandatory digitisation of the genetic profiles of
captive elephants. The Ministry’s efforts to

that when an owner is no longer able to maintain There are L 1 in captive el el aptive elephant transfers are
an elephant, the ownership of that elephant may ambiguities in w‘hv.'h hhﬂu]d be done in presence of forest commendable. Yet, they fail to adequately
be transferred. However, there is no obligation the Captive officials. Moreover, the Rules do not require the remedy these key issues in the Rules.
for this exchange to be non-commercial. Elephant submission of a post-mortem report in cases Regrettably, the legislation lacks the teeth to
Elephants can, therefore, be traded as movable (Transfer or where an elephant dies during transfer or ensure the meaningful protection of captive
property. Transport) Rules transportation, leaving a critical gap in elephants. Without language that speaks the

The rules also provide for transport of the kg : monitoring and accountability. Worse, this fuels wielfare of elephants and safeguards them from
elephants temporarily. Again, there is no explicit [_ha[ may the never-ending cycle of elephants in captivity. any form of commerdial exploitation, the paradox
requirement to justify the ransportation of a facilivate llegal This cycle is perpetuated by a provision in the of the elephant being venerated as a sacred
privately owned elephant across or within State trade in Rules that recognises the birth of calves in animal while also being the most exploited wild
borders on an interim basis. States with a high elephants captivity, allowing them to be legally classified as animal will persist.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Manmohan Singh charted a new highway to respected by one and all. shepherded the civil nuclear | time tested and he will be Manmohan Singh's journey,

The passing of farmer Prime
Minister Dr, Manmohan
Singh will be felt for long
|December 2T). Yet in his
lifetime, he could best be
faulted on being raticent,
mare correctly lacking a
liberal tengue to
grandstand on a Dalit
theme or denigrating
leaders in the Opposition at
the drop of a hat. He went
about his remit assiduously,
much as a craftsman
jeweller would be stringing
the choicest pearls. He

India’s ecenomic progress.
He steered the nation fairly
through the economic
epidemic that struck from
the West. The astuteness ha
brought through his policies
Laid the foundation for the
present-day vibrant
economy.

R. Marayanan,

MNawi Mumbai

India has lost a tall leader.
When he was the Prime
Minister, we falt safe. He
was a leader who was

There was no deviousness
and no vile and polarising
talk. There was much
respect for the diversity in
India’s demography.

Tara Fonseca,

Porwla, Goa

Dr. Manmohan Singh was a
rare leader whose
statesmanship and decency
resonated across the
political divide.

He was the first Prime
Minister who saw the
tomorrow. The way he

deal was a master mave,
earning him the moniker,
“Singh is King®. The gentle
sardar of politics will
continue to inspire us,
DF, A5, Farida,

Bengaluru

Dr. Manmohan's legacy is

remembered forever in the
histery of the country. He
steered the country in two
different junctures and
ushered in a new era of
liberalisation, redefining
demacracy in his own way.
Sateesh Reddy Kanagant],
Thippasthy, Nalganda, Telangana

Corrections & Clarifications

Inthe

“Hation mourns farmer :
|Becember 27, 2024], the name of his wile was mentianed ascu-mnn
Singh. It should have been Gursharan Kaue

he s’ ' offc can e cantactod by Tebaphiers

sew

from humble beginnings to
the pinnacle of Indian
leadership, is an inspiring
tale of intellect and
persaverance. He will
remain a symbol of
transformative leadership
and public service, His
legacy of progress will
inspire generations.
Amarjeet Kumar,
Hazarbagh, Jharkhand
Letters emailed to
lettersthehindu.co.in
must carry the full pastal
address and the full name,
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Rescue

1y after a ferry capsized off the coast of Mumbai wh

aNavy speedboat crashed Into |t on Decernber 18, 2024. 71

In Mumbai, a joyride
that turned fatal

0On December 18, a collision between a ferry and an Indian Navy speedboat in the Arabian Sea off the coast of

Mumbai claimed 15 lives,

ising concerns about safety and alleged negligence by the Navy. Snehal Mutha

reports on the tragedy, the problem of overcrowding, the lack of adequate life jackets for passengers on ferries,
and the complaints of ferry operators regarding the Navy'’s speedboats

the last time. Deepchand, a 45-year-old

plumber, had dropped Tanwi, 17, at college
in Govandi, an eastern suburb of Mumbai. He did
not tell her where he was headed to next.

When he did not return by night, Deepchand’s
Family, who live in the same area, started getting
worried. “We began calling his friends one by
one,” says Tanvi.

They learned that Deepchand, an avid explor-
er, had boarded a ferry to Elephanta Island, lo-
cated 9 nautical miles off the coast of Mumbai
from the Gateway of India. Every day, about
3,000 people visit the UNESCO world heritage
site, says Sardar . Mahadkar, president of Jal Va-
hatuk Sahakari Santha Maryadit, an organisation
representing ferry owners. The island is home to
the rock-cut Elephanta Caves, which were con-
structed in the mid-5th and 6th centuries AD and
reflect Hindu and Buddhist iconography.

“He liked to explore the city” says Deep-
chand’s friend, Chandrakant Hevale. “That hap-
pened to be one of those days. When we found
out that he had boarded the ferry and there had
been an accident in the Arabian Sea, we rushed
to the Colaba police station in the early hours of
December 19" The Colaba police station is locat-
ed about 600 metres from the Gateway of India.

The police asked the family and friends o go
to the state-owned ].]. Hospital. On rushing to the
haospital, the family found Deepchand’s body.

“Just a day earlier, he and my mother had ce-
lebrated their wedding anniversary,” remembers
a distraught Tanvi.

At around 3.30 p.m. on December 18, an In-
dian Navy speedboat had rammed into the pas-
senger ferry not far from Elephanta lsland. The
ferry capsized. Thirteen people, including Deep-
«chand, died. Two remained missing, including a
«child. On December 19 and 21, their bodies were
also recovered. The death toll increased to 15.

t was at noon on Decemnber 18 that Tanvi
l Wakechaure saw her father, Deepchand, for

In deep water

Every day, during the off season (the rainy
months of July-October), at least 25-30 rides are
scheduled from the Gateway of India, an arch
built in the Indo-Islamic style in the 20th century
to commemaorate the landing of King George Vin
India, to Elephanta Caves. During holiday season
{0ctober-January), this number increases to 50
or even 100, says Sardar.

On December 18, the last ferry of the day, Neel
Kamal {blue lotus), had left the Gateway at 3:00
pom. Neel Kamal had a capacity of 80 pe
but it was carrying 110:115 passengers that day,
says an investigation officer on the case from the
Colaba police station.

Matharam Chaudhry, 24, a carpenter based in
Kurla, was on the upper deck, enjoying the
breeze, when the ferry was around 20 minutes
from its destination, the Gharapuri jetty at Ele-
phanta Island. He says many of his co-passengers
were lounging on the lower deck.

Matharam was among the first to spot the Navy
speedbaat, but there seemed to be no cause for
alarm. *I'was fascinated, so 1 started shooting the
speedboat with my phone camera,” he says.

The speedboat took two sharp turns before

»

ee

We raised
CONCErns
regarding
the speed
limits of the
speedboats
and about
possible
accldents

HyBAL
MUKADAM
Secretary of Jal
Vahatuk Sahakarl
sanstha

hurtling towards the ferry. It rammed into the
right side of the vessel "with a loud bang, like an
earthquake,” Natharam recollects. “We ran
downstairs. The ferry started sinking on the right
side, 50 everyone congregated on the left side.”

Realising that there was no way he could ba-
lance himself on the sinking ferry, Natharam
grabbed a life jacket, strapped it on, and jumped
with his cousin and uncle into the cold water.

“The moment 1 jumped in, 1 thought of my pa-
rents. [ panicked about what they would do with-
out me. People were in the water shouting for
help.” he says.

Matharam went blank for a bit after that, but it
was this quick-thinking action that saved his life.
His uncle and cousin survived too,

Survivors allege that the ferry did not have
enough life jackets. One survivor says, “The peo-
ple who managed to access life jackets managed
to live, while some others drowned.”

Natharam was the complainant in the First In-
formation Report (FIR) registered at the Colaba
police station against the Navy speedboat which
was carrying two Navy personnel and four work-
ers. The driver of the Navy speedboat has been
booked under Sections 106(1) (causing death by
negligence), 125 {actions that endanger personal
safety), 282 (rash navigation of a vessel), and 324
(mischief causing damage to government or local
authority property) of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanh-
ita, 2023. Natharam’s video is now being treated
as evidence by the police.

Within a few hours of the accident, the Indian
Navy released a statement. It said that the speed
boat, which was undergoing engine trials, “lost
control and collided with a passenger ferry, Neel
Kamal, off Karanja, Mumbai.”

A Defence spokesperson explained the acci-
dent: "The throttle (acceleration) was stuck in
the top position, preventing them from taking a
turn or slowing down the boat™

OF the 115 people who were rescued, 13 people
— one Navy personal and 12 civilians, inchiding
three workers on the speedboat — were declared
dead by Mumbai's civic body and Maharashera
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. By Decemnber
21, two missing bodies were recovered from the
sed.

The Chief Minister announced financial assis-
tance of T3 lakh to the families of the dead. The
Prime Minister's Office also announced an ex

M

A video grab shows the speedboat before it crashed into the passenger farry.

When I reached the spot. | found that nearly
95% of the ferry had sunk. Approximarely 500
people, including children, were clinging to
the tny hit that remained above water.

ANMOL SHREIVASTAY
Captain of the P¥PA pilat boat

gratia of ¥2 lakh for each family of the dead and
50,000 for the injured from the Prime Minister
Mational Relief Fund. The Indian Navy has consti-
tuted a Board of Inguiry to probe the accident.

The rescue operation
The survivors say they received help within 20-
30 minutes of the accident.

A Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) pa-
trol boat and a Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority
(JNPA) pilot boat were the first to reach the spok.
“We heard people screaming for help. We saw
some people holding children tight and some
clutching on to the boat, which was partially sub-
merged in the water. We first focused on rescuing
children,” says a CISF officer, who was patrolling
a 23 kilometre radius from the accident spot.

The officer says the biggest challenge was oil
spillage. “The diesel from the ferry had spilled on
the passengers. It became difficult for us to hold
them and haul them up from the water as they
kept slipping from our hands.™

The captain of the [NPA pilat boat, Anmeol Shri-
vastav, says he heard a distress call on radio chan-
nels 12 and 13 from an oil tanker, Tony, moored at
Jawahar Dweep 5, a jetty at the Jawahar Dweep
oil terminal on an island off the coast of Mumbai.
The tanker reported that a ferry was sinking and
requested urgent assistance.

“I checked my location and realised that T was
only about five minutes from the incident site.
When I reached the spot, I found that nearly 95%
of the ferry had sunk. Approximately 50 people,
including children, were dinging to the tiny bit
that remained above water. There were 20-25 pe-
ople floating nearby. Some were wearing life jack-
ets and some were not,” says Anmol.

Eleven Navy boats, three Marine Police boats,
two Coast Guard boats, and four helicopters were
also deployed in the area for the search-and res-
cue operation, says a Defence spokesperson.

Along with the help of CISF personnel, the
INPA rescued 57 people, says Anmol. “The CISF's
boat was lower in the water, allowing easier
transfers. Together, we created a chain of rescue
operations. The CISF pulled people from the wa
ter and transferred them to our pilot boat.”

Later, the Mumbai Port Authority (MPA) pilat
boat, Purva; the Naval ferry, Suvidha; and two
fishing boats also began assisting in the rescue
operations. Arif Bamne, a master (boat driver)
with the MPA, says, "All we could hear was “ha-
chao bachao (help, help)'. Tt felt ke a scene from
a film. & foreign couple helped us in rescuing pe-
ople and performing CPR (cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation) on those who were critical ™ The MPA
helped in rescuing at least 35 passengers, he says.

The passengers also helped one another. "A
German man wheo could swim well helped rescue
a three-year-old child and gave him CPR. He also
helped us rescue other passengers,” says Anmol.

All the passengers were taken to the NPT Hos-
pital, the Navy Dockyard, Ashwini Hospital, St
George's Hospital, and Karanja Hospital. The pas-
sengers were mostly from other districts, includ-
ing Sangli, Dhule, Nagpur, and Nashik; and Goa
and other regions.

The autopsy of 11 out of the 15 dead was car-
ried out at the Indira Gandhi Rural Hospital in
Uran in Navi Mumbai. "The reason for the death
was asphyxiation due to drowning,” said Medical
Superintendent Dr.B.M Kalel. The rest were ta-
ken to ].]. Hospital.

Navy personnel Karmveer Yadav is still in a
critical stage and undergoing treatment. Two pe-
ople, a sixyear-old boy and a 43year-old man,
went missing after the accident. Six Navy and
three Coast Guard personnel were deployed to

search for them.

On December 19, the rescue team found the
body of the man, identified as Hansaram Bhati, a
Malad-based proprietor. The next afternocon,
they found the body of the boy identified as Zo-
‘han Pathan.

Hansaram's son Tarun, who had held the
hands of Natharam Chaudhry and his cousin, was
rescued. Since then, he has been in a state of
shock. “Tarun has got a fever and is constantly
asking aboat his father” says Jongaram Bhati, 58,
Hansaram's brother.

Zohan had come to Mumbai on vacation with
‘his family from Goa. While his maternal aunt, his
father, and his 10-month-old brother survived the
acrident, Zohan and his mother Shafina Pathan,
35, died in the accident.

Sitting outside the Indira Gandhi Hospital in
Uran, his maternal aunt, Sonali Gonde, recalls
the tragic turn of events. “My sister and her elder
son went down to the bower deck looking for a life
jacket. She informed me that no life jackets were
left, so 1 asked her to come up. But when [ looked
down she was gone. All [ had were her chappals
in my hand. We had shopped for those in Colaba
market before taking the ferry ride.” Sonali says
her sister died because there were not enough
life jackets on the ferry.

While the owner of the ferry, Rajendra Padte,
refuses to respond to guestions, his brother,
Shekhar, had only one thing to say; “The ferry
was new. It was launched just a year ago”

Trials and tribulations

Locals and ferry owners demand to know why
the Navy was conducting trials in an area that is
extensively used by ferries. “For the last 3-4
years, the ferries have been tolerating all kinds of
shenanigans by the Mavy boats. They perform
stunts and sometimes come very close to the fer-
ry," claims a tourist guide, Trikal Patil.

Kavita, who sells caps at Elephanta Caves,
echoes this allegation. She says, “In the last 5-6
vears, we have seen altercations between people
in the ferry and Navy personnel”

A Defence spokesperson dismissed these alle-
gations, “This is not a joyride [for the Navy). Itis
for the safety of the harbour. The nature of trials
is to check extremities. These may seem like
stunts but they may be part of triaks™

The secretary of Jal Vahatuk Sahakari Sanstha,
Igbal Mukadam, points out that several oral and
written complaints have been lodged with the
Maharashtra Maritime Board and the Mumbai
Port Authority about the movements of the Na-
vy's speed boats. “We raised concerns regarding
the speed limits of the speed boats and about pos-
sible accidents,” he says. Minor collisions bet-
ween ferry boats and Navy boats have been re-
ported in the past, he adds.

In fact, on Decernber 12, a few days before the
accident, Jal Vahatuk Sahakari Sanstha had writ-
ten a letter to the authorities about the “unauth-
orised speedboat berthing from jetty 1,2,3, and
4", instead of using "dedicated jetty 5”. The letter
also cited safety concerns and wamed about the
risk of accidents.

On December 19, given the mounting concerns
about safety, especially after the accdent, the Ga-
teway of India is less crowded than wsnal. A man
sitting at a ticket counter made out of tin sheets
says, “Today, we have very few passengers.”

The police have sprung into action and are bu-
sy counting passengers, checking life jackets, and
the licences of ferries. A police officer, Jayesh
Chavan, who has been stationed at the base of
Elephanta Island, says, “This is a routine inspec-
tion. But due to the accident, we are being more
careful than usual.”

The survivors continue to deal with the trau-
ma of the incident. Ishtiyak and Ariha, a newly
married couple, had landed in Mumbai after
their honeymeon in Kashmir. “They thankfully
survived the accident,” says the couple's uncle,
Rafique Shriva. “But they are so distressed that
they have decided to stay away from all water bo-
dies, especially the sea”™

michal-muthaigthehindu.co.fm
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An emblem for
the India story

Manmohan Singh’s life and work are entwined
with post-Independence India’s transformation
from a poor country wa global power

entle. Erudite, Transformational, A man of
uncommon wisdom. Strong leader. Weak
ader. Reluctant king, Helpless. Many

monikers have been used over the last three
decades to deseribe the life and legacy of Manmohan
Singh, who died after a long ailment on Thursday night.
But the truth is that the mild-mannered economics
scholar's life — both personal and professional —was
emblematic of the India story in all its glorious.
complexity.

Born to a father who worked as a derk and a mother
who died young, Singh was representative of the post-
Partition generation that yearned to leave behind the
tragic communal camage that followed Independence,
and build a better future for their families. Singh chose
education as hisvehicle of mobility. worked hard and
took the conventional way up the socioeconomic
ladder. Singh rose through the academic world before
Joining government servioe and served as the deputy
chief of the Planning Commission and the governor of
the Reserve Bank of India. The scholar-tumed-
politician represented the zeal and impatience ofa
generation held back by the Licence-Permit Raj. When
inone fell swoop, Singh unleashed the potential of the
Indian market in June 1991, he also lakd the foundation
for the middle class. As the Indian economy entered the
fast lane of the global highway and picked up pace, the
political risks that the likes of Singh and then Prime
Minister (PM) PV Narasimha Rao took were proven to
be well worth their effort.

Tnuhis two terms as PM, Singh embraced the
contradiction - he was a technoorat who gave
importance to social protections; he green-lit both
Aadhaarand the world's largest rural jobs programme;
iz was & quiet internationalist who pushed for better
India-US ties and even bet hisgovernment on the
stance, but was also conscious about shielding India
from the vagaries of the global economy; he
championed economic growth and presided over a
boom that created enormous wealth but was not blind
to the lopsided mature of that growth. Itis here that the
limitations of Singh's politics came to the fore, He
represented the pitfalls of incremental progress and
political compromises without structural changes, As
corruption cases dented his government's reputation
and evencormoded his personal appeal, Singh appeared
reticent, unable or unwilling to make the drastic
changes required to get his administration back on
track, In hissetbacks, Singh underlined that the Inclia
story needs constant attention and innovation, lest
global vicissitudes and structural deficiencies derail it

But more than anything, Singh represented the hope
inherent in a country that established a Republic
against all odds, pulled millions of people out of poverty
and fed them when none thought it possible, and
established a stable democracy tolerant of its multiple
fiths, creeds and languages. His ascension suggested
that by dintof hard work and integrity. the common
man can make a difference. He embodied the
transformative power of education. He wore the badge
of secularism proudly, highlighting his Sikh heritage to
argue that the constitutional promise of equality
extended toall communities, And he showed that
decency and civility are not weaknesses but strengths.
That will be the legacy of India’s 13th prime minister —a
mean who tried to give every Indian the opportunity for a
better life, even if he couldn't always ensure it.

Reformist leader, who

HT o
OPINION

[ INCIDENTALLY |
Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Prime minister,
great economist,
a greater ethicist

Manmohan Singh showed that
honesty could be at home in
politics, and politics in honesty

n outgoing diplomat is of ltte or

no importance toa Leader of the

Oppasition (LoF). But when. in the

Julyof 2000, just before moving o

Colombo. I sought 1o call on the

then LaP in the Ralya Sabha, Dr
Manmohan Singh, | was surprised toget a date
at once. As | entered Dr Singh's modest Room
43in the old Parliament Hose, | saw there was
noone lussing over him, noone hinting 1o me
that I should do this or not do that. The beader
rose warmly from his seat and showing me o
achalr, congratulated
and asked: “So, Gopal,
the Congress 1o do or Iwasaware thatl
was golng as a National Democratic Alllance
(NDA) appointee, identified for the post by
Prime Minkster (PM) Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and
here was an Opposition stalwart asking me o
advise himon 5 Lanka,

Politics need not always politick. nor diplo-
mincy spenk in whispers, | said what [ thought
wias e right course, namely e rights of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka should not be conflated
with the demands of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclom [LTTE), and that Incla must press
for a political solution that meets the aspira-
tons of the Tamil people with the soverelgnty
of 5 Lanka staying intact. By the time we fin-
ished, | hiad spent 45 minutes with one who l
would never have imagined would be PM of
India, four years from that day. He hod wsked
e the most Inclsive questions. miade me think
through cruckal aspects of ndis-Sel Lanka thes.
Iwas mowed when, as 1edt, be sald, “Gopal vou
go with my blessings.”

Governors rank high In profocol, low in
political priorities. | had o illusions about
where | stood in the pecking order of value

when Dr Singh and Gursharan Kaur came to
Kolkota. early In 2005, The few minutes of
exclusive glory that governors get when driving
qun nvisiting PM from the airport to Raj Bha-
woveled by them. There is a sense of
cm iveness 1o the comversation in the hush of
that vehicle. I cherished every moment of that
drive for T was new tomy job, as he was to his,
and D wanted to be mentared in my respansibil-
fities, in & crash course by this man who was in
politics but mot of It in power but as its handler,
not exploiter.

1 got the lessons 1 expected in the first few
minutes of that drive. Not a harsh word was
saild, but every “stroke” of his descriptions of
things n West Bengal was a mastersiroke. As
we neared Raj Bhavan, he asked me who the
Last Britlsh governor of Bengal was. When | okl
tim of Sir Frederick Burrows, a rallway unbon
leader appolnsed by PM Clernent Atthee, he was
most interested, And be laughed as sudibly as
anyone ever heard Dr Singh lnugh when 1okl
him of Burrows saying ot o party of Calcutia
berrra sahibs, “When you gentlemen were
huntin® and shootin’, 1 was shuntin’ and hoo-
tin'”

Lean well imagine Jowaharial Nehru, on s
il ms PM 1o Calcutta, calling on a veteran poli-
thctan fi Ide hisown L

Singh called on former chief minister (CM)
Jyoti Basu, This was a courtesy visit, nota palit
ical thing and certainly not a party-politics

IT 15 A THOUSAND PITIES
THAT THE INDO-ULS, XUIC

AN J
L(III \HUI{\HU\I WITH TH
LEFT, WHICH HAS CAST A

LONG SHADOW OVER INDIA

Making policy for the
last man in the queue

appointed governor of the Reserve Bank of
Inclia (RBIY In Septernber 2008 Befon: mov-
Inngg o Mfurm b, 1 weent ey caall con Primse Min-
Ister Manmolean Singh o thank him for the
confidence he reposed In me, ltwasa
briel meeting — just about 15 minutes.
We talked aboul the economic siwa-
thon, of course = the government's fis
cal challenges as well s RETs unlikoly
problem of defending the rupee

l was finanee secretary in Delhd when | was

in RB1. you run the risk of geiting lost in num-

baers like inflation, interest rate, money supply

and credit growth, and you will tend to forget

howe aill this meatters 10 people and thedr el
herods. Keep your ear close 1o the ground.

My mind was so clogged at the tme

with all the things that I hsd o do o

wind up in Delhi ansd move o Mumbod

that Dr Singh's advice disappeared

from my head within o minute of after

T left his office. The real import of his

agninst appreciation, Duyyyrj  Advice came tome whin Tewt my teeth

Afler about 10 minutes of this, | it the RBI job over the next few
cald: “Sir, you were governor of RBI  SUDDAMA0  months, Consider this In the lead-up
yourself. Do you have any advice o o the podicy review every quarter, REI
give me?" Dr Singh very characteristi- runs through a standard drill of con-
cally demurred with that faint smile of his s:llllnz all stakeholders — banks, non-bank

which you saw more in his eves than on his
lips. “What advice do | give yow Subbarao?
You've been in the IAS, you know the munlly

Aler a couple of minutes, | ook
him. As | got up, he rose from his chair, came
from around the table and escorted me 1o the
exit At the door, hie put his hond onmy shoul-
der and said: “Subbarno, you asked for my
aelviice & moment ago, | dowant o give you ane
piece of advice. You are m p (rom Ui [AS
it MBL That's a big change ik in the 1AS,

agains the then | i

08 COMaries, economists, and markets,
hnmmtr has ever said: "0K. now get me 15
ordinary people from the street as it were. [
want to consult them on inflation, jobs and
other things that matter 1o thes
What FEI does matters to people’s everyday
lives. Yet REI neglecss to consubl those everyday
people. Inflation alter all is a regressive tax. [
Iousrts thie poor more tham 1L hurts the well-ofl.
Koseplng an eye an them was wiat Dr Singh was
telling me through his doorstop sdvice.
Manimohan Singh had great regard for FED
and understood the need 1o preserve its ston-
oy, Differences between the governmint and

ey I

with the

It tosak amthier three decadies for Inclia to '|dn|1
exports alsoxs & driver of eoonomic growth,
Theeoonoenic teform s he dnkesshid in 1961
chismantling of the Licence Raj, dereg-
ulation of banking, and opening of the econ-

naryourage andevers stabked his
survival to ensure the passage of |
Indo-LIS cvil misclear crtion

. right to food, and right to
employment were introduced, and he oversaw
the rolloutof Aadhanr. He showed extraomdi-
TS
histork

Civility has shrivelled, decency withered,
cthicist loaned to politics for its red enpt
table wins o desk, nota battle-board.

affair. And so, | accompanied him and Mrs
Kaur to the octogenarian Marxist “Please
advise us,” the PM sald 1o onc who could well
have been PM himsell, listening (o the sage
counse] that he got, as a student might froma
feacher,

Civillity in puldic aflairs need not be o the
nursery class of politics. Dr Singh asked me o
iy complete surprise: “Would you like o go o
Gujarat {ns governor)? | said without a
i, Dwould nod. for Twoukl
atate where my appointment
would be seen as a counter io the CM. He indi-
cated that he saw the point by a faint and silent
smile

He told me that be valsed the then CM Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s political integrity. It s
a thousand pitkes that the Indo-US nuchear cvil-
fan deal combusted the United Progressive Al
ance's (UPA) much-needed collaboration with
e L, & Dreak than has casta lomg and bength-
ening shadow over India. Impulse can be p.uul
im theservice of human retations, not 2
im political thes. Frank consultations coul
averted the break.

Om another visit, Dr Singh was invited o
innugarate a foothall tournament in Kolkata,
The ball was placed near bt not too near the

\L‘

Anendearing quality of D Singh was his
keenness to understand the ground situation.

REl on policy direction are nol unique o any
one gavernment or any one RBI gavernor: in
some sense. they are hardwired into the sys-
fem. Those differences showed up during the
UPA governmen| as indesd they are showing o
inday during the National Democratic Alliance
government. That is par for the course.
Thisedifferences. however, bacome sharper
when the economic sitaation is grim and com-
[l s wias the case durieg United Progressive
Alllance 11 {2009-14). Recall there was much
talk of pollcy paralysis within the govern ment
and there was fear of stagflation = low growih
and high Inflation, | had diferences with the
limance minlsters of that time — Pranab Muk-
Taerfee ane PChidambaram — on policy diree-
tioms, Te his encrmous credit thougla, Dr Singh
never intetfeved in the policy action, Whenever
I went to beicf him on our proposed policy

{ EDITOR'S PICK }

the departurenfa,
. Dr Simggh was inof
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coonamist anda greater
e, ol in & war -room. His
]

goalpost for his inaugural “kick”. With ong
determined move of his right foot, be sent the
ball tearing into the net The clty that loves
Diego Maradona applauded.

At dinner with my wile and me in Kolkata's
Raj Bhavan. no palitics wis even thought of,
much bess discussed. And (he fare was [rugal,
exactly i the visiting couple wanted. When all
of us had done, he rose and walted for my wife,
his junior by some three decades, to pass the
ng room door before exiting himsell,
lity has shrivelled, decency withered, in
the departure of a great economist and a
greater ethicist loaned to politics for its
redemption. Dr Singh was in office, not in a war
~roon. His table wasa desk, not a battle-board,
Hiz pen wrote. not decree, The world ks clever
but 15 no fool. Thowgh labde 10 e, It knows.
who is who and what is what. It admires the
powerful [or it must deal with power, but it
respects the honest. Shasar is te Hindustand
for polltics, sharafat for honesty, Mammohan
Simgh shewed chiat starafit coubd be at home in
siyasat, and syasat in shariafat.

ot sh Gandil, o former g mirlspns for,
i srsielent of ivevterns Riar I istoey,
e views expressed are pevsanal

action, “1 hope you've settled this with the
finance minister” was all he'd say. | never felt
comfortable with this bit of the conversation,
bt | would nevertheless sell him of the finance
minister's reservations and the matter would
end there.

An endearing quality of Dr Singh was his
keenness o understand the ground situation,
He once asked me. from out of the blue, If
banks were functioning normally in extrem-
Ism-alfectod areas, 1'was deeply embarrassed
because it never ocourred o me o probe that
question. Another dme he asked me about
farmers’ suicides in my home stase of Andira
Pracesh ane at another time alsout how Lhe
Mahitena G National Fural Employment
Guarantes Act (MNREGA), the employment
Eunmmcv seheme, was actually working at the

old level,

Twas a mid-bevel officinl in the finance min-
i1115r im 1981 when India unleashed the blitz-

lorbeg of reforme that changed the course of our
history. Dr Singh's first budget speech where he
famnll=l> imvodaed Vietor Hugo to sy “No foroe
on earth can stop an idea whose time has
come” will surely go down as one of the maost
leonic budget speeches in India's economic his
tory.

In one of his last media interactions, Dr
Singh said that history will be kinder w him
(than real-time eritics and commentators),
That certainly will be true of this thoughtful,
scholarly, humble and mild-mannered man
wihi served the country with grest dignity and
distinetion.

Dipeveed Subbiris wies governos, Reserve Bank of
Il (200813}, i Ls monw visieing fscultyat Yale,
The views epiessod ane prvsaiial

HT's edlitons offera book recommenclation every Saburday, which provides histony,
context, and helps understand recent news events

KNOW THE STATESMAN

was in step with history

@ et bovreturn Lhe borrowed money.
Slimgl's possdng away 1~Lm|) thie endd of an
erm. From hiiibsle

anmohan Singh leaves a legacy of

Mbukll\wumk‘tdul e el ¢ -
patlemarkel 3

grace. He will be remem bered for

arty things, bt it is the ordinary
Tmirvsar qpuaadithes thet stand out.
Two episodes are telling As
Finance mim ser in the 990 he had
Lo devarhae the curvency, He had just
vetuned from Geneva having served
as chlef of the South Commisslon
there. He caloulated the mipee gain
dse to th dastic devaluation deci-
sion and donated it o the Prime Min-
I=ter's Reliel Fund. Anather story is
Framn the time he fought the parlia-
mengary elections and
for b whichh

IusLl-k'hsdnkmalmn

Ajit
Ranade

[0 Khuhnnnl&w.b- it o Use suipeise and
amisement of the latter. Hehad ot expected  for

g, e P s et ermbnenice IJLrutu,Iu shier

el wiorhe il perseverance. His ik
o paralbed b the vise of Inclia, from
an rmpoweris hed and (semte nation
umnder British rule to becaming the
[ifth largest econamy in the workd
todiy. Hee studied at Camibridge and
Onefiord, having won scholarships,
and came back to teach at Panjab
University and later, 6 the prostig-
ionis Delhi School of Economics. At
Caamibeidgge. b opped the Ecomomies
Tripos and was awarded the Adam

Smith Prize. one of only four Indians to win
that prize. His PR thesis at Oxclord — later his

15548 ok, Il s Edcport Trevils and Prospects
celf ERAS
I

oy for tradke and loreign investrment are some
ol Singh's most prominent achievements as
Tinanoe minkster, Hequoted Victor Hugo in his
etiden buudget speech on July 24,191, m}mg.
1s can Sl an i
e s oo, Thi de wis ae meu
o Imilia s an coonomc power, driven by s
youthiful demography and entrepreneurial
dhynarmism, unilenshed by the boald reforms.

Theauda dous reforms were buttnessed by
Singh's consulttive style and co-apting of
dliverse views. He set up oomimitiess o clan
oottt reforms in banking, insurance, and taxa-
tion, chaired by approprinte eminent persons
Singh bromijghi sn umsisl combination of skills
i an economist and scholar, adminisrator,
resgualator and alo politician,

Later. 5 Prime Minister (PN}, his consul ta-
tive style sought decisions and results smidst
strong differanoes among members within his
party el arvaoig oo lition paitners, During his
nenire, kanimsark lagiskations such as the nght

His carcer graph went from being a pmlﬁ
sor in thee B70s 1o the governorof the Rserve
Btk of L aned hesd of the Panning Com-
19808, ainel from Union fmance
K05 e ihie PM in 2004 During
luis termm a8 bead of the government, India
chocked Its highest-cver growth rates and
Jokrse] thie keaguee of v trillion-chal e acono-
i, N ofher seonarmist oomes oven close to
these spectacular mchicvernents — of o major
carver beapin every deade,

Sirigh had more aan his share of strident
erities. But he never hesitated to listen,
engage, debate or even confront them. He
onoe sadd, better than thousands of accusa
tofy questions i iy silenee, for | hive maii-
tained the dignity of my detractors. As he
azsured, histary will judge him more kindly
than his contempararies.

A R (5 an eoomamist
Thhe views expressed are porsonn |

Former Prime Minister (PM) Manmohan Sm&n.
who died on Thursday night. leaves behind a
remarkabde imprint & an sdmdnistrator and leader.
I hils 10 yesars s PM. Singzh oversaw the implemen-
tation of kaws sich as the Right o Information,
Ri Education and Forest Rights Acts, and

MNREGA. The UPA I[gwnmmlwwc bl
oo lasds, bt few d L Iz’
Inrcgliy and honesty,

In Serictly Personal; Manimohan & Gursharad,
Drairanis Sarijgh, his deughter, offers a rare, intimate
limpse into the life of the man who reshaped
Indla’s econamie and political landscape. The book
focuses on the personal journey of Manmohan
Singh and his wile, Gursharan Kaur, tracing their
partnership from hiamble beginnings (o the corri-
dors of power. Daman Singh's narvative i warm
and el;?aqlm. shedding light on lesser-known
Facets of thedr life. Gursharan emerges as a pivotal
ligure, halancing her roles as a homermaker and a
steadying lorce i Singh's life. Strfetly Persovial isa
tistichiing tribuite 1o a slatesiman.

Strictly Personal:
Damman Singh
Year: 2004
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Pioneer of reform

As finance minister, Singh’s reforms laid the
foundation for a market-driven economy

DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC, economist and lawmaker, Manmo-
han Singhwill be forever admired and revered as the chiefarchi-
tect of India's reforms. He was determined to make India a mar-
ket-driven economy and, backed by Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao,took path-breaking policy measures to make it one. His handling of the
severe economic and balance of payments crisis, early on in his tenure,
revealed hisability to come up with solutions, Devaluing the rupee against
the dollar by 180, in two stages, was no easy task. Also, Singh realised that
the Indian currency needed to be more market-determined and made it
largely that by 1996, The dismantling of the licence raj,and the revamped
industrial licensing policy, freed many industries from the shackles of
:egmsm\.re lu:Enslng controls. The Ear]lerunhealthy regime that ﬂoshered

lised and marny

mon
Restrictions on imports were eased, throwing open the economy w global
competition,and usheringin more of a free market that allowed for greater
competition and encouraged entrepreneurship. Restrictions on capital
flows toowere eased. Amendment to the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Act allowed businesses to utilise their surpluses to foray into sun-
rise secto it the monopal that public sector enter-
prises had enjoyed for decades.

During the five years, Singh brought in changes to the taxation frame-
work both for direct and indirect taxes. He reduced tax slabs, raised the
exemption limit, and lowered the maximum marginal rate of personal
income tax from 56% (including thesurcharge) to 4 0%, The long-term cap-
ital gains tax was cut. Ad valorem excise duties and a presumptive tax for
smallunitswereintroduced_ Critically,customs dutieswereslashed. Singh's
refarms for the banking sectorand money market sector too were pioneer-

ing Afterthe regressive step taken tonationalise banksin 1969, thebanking
sector was opened up to the private sector with new licences being given.
Even though the Congress Fartywanted control over the nallanallse:lhants,
the government's ownershipwas recuced. Importantly, banking op

. Opinion

CAME TO know Dr Manmohan
Singh during his first term as
Prime Minlster when he, on the
advice of Montek Singh
Ahluwalla, appointed me a3 an
economic advisor. Over the years since
then, through my term as Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) governorand after,
1 had the privilege of interacting with
hiim periodically.
D Singh was a brilliant economist
with an ambitious vision of what a lib-
eral India could be, mlnblnedwi:ha fine

HUMILITY AND WISDOM
DR SINGH'S APPROACH WAS SUPREMELY EFFECTIVE IN CREATING SPACE FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

A truly great son of India

RAGHURAM RAJAN

Tha writer is former governar, Aesarve Bank of India

ments on theadministrative side.lo his
flrst term as prime minister, he
strengthened relations with the US, cul-

sense ofwhat ~He

ing in the Civil Nuclear Deal. In

was understated and soft-spoken which
allowed him to attract the best and the
Irightest, ranging from Ahluwalia to C
Rangarajan, to his team. The liberalisa-
thomand reforms he undertook with the
support of Prime Minister Narasimha
Raolaid the foundations of the modern
indlan economy, and spurred the
decades of robust growth we still enjoy.

In his terms as Prime Minlster, De
Singh's ability to reform the econormy
further was somewhat ham pered, frst

some ways, the US-Indla relationship
miaybe the key global relationship of the
21st century, and D Singh put it on a
stable footing. -1n h Is secnmi Ler:‘; he

what they conveyed,

1 particularly remember a lunch he
hosted forsendor officials to discuss the
final report of 3 committes | chaired on
financial sector reforms. Throughout
the meeting, Dr Singh was silent while
athers debated. | remember thinking
that few persons in authority would be

1f:

appointed
unigue [0 rollout, which became the
foundation of the India Stack and sue-
cesaful products like Uni-

it hiks apyp h was

supremely efl’ecﬂve in creating the
space for an exchange of views, a space
that could be easily

by coalition pelitics and then by opp

tiom non-cooperation. Nevertheless, his
government passed landmark leglsla-
‘tom like the Mational Feod Security Act
am! the National Rural Employment

‘were gased, giving lenders more flexibility. In avery tough decision, fiscal dis-
cipline was ushered inwith steps taken to abolish the ad hoc treasury bills.
This meant the government would have to borrow from the market to fund
the deficitand could not access the Reserve Bank of India's resources. All of
this required and vision and courage, which he had in abundant measure.
As Prime Minister, Singh built on the achievernants of the Vajpayee gov-
ernment, staying the course on reform despite it being difficult tl} always

Act, targeted at segments of

i |ty that are aften ovarlosksd
He also sought to strengthen Indlan
Institutions and apply checks and bal-
ances on the government. The Right to
Informationdct stands outasoneof the
few pleces of legislation where the
Indian government has subjected itself
to greater scruting. And some olf :J:E

fled Payments {f raz snuffed out If someane
Those were also years of Dr Singh a with his knowledge and
extragrdinary  growth, briliant economist experlence, leave alane
After the initial recovery  with an ambitious  hic position, expressed
[ n_—l { Ih I fi ll .dIII\ vision of what a tl\filr :hn_ullgh;s. I.n: lt(h;
Dr S eomloed U6 peralnciacoud €14 D g thnked
omy from excessive be, combined witha summary of what
spending, and brought fine sense of what  could be taken forward
back P Chidambaram as from the report,
was possible P
finance mind Dr Singh never dis-

macroeconomic stability,
While India experienced volatilivy dur-
ing the Taper Tantrum, matters eould
have been much worse without Dr
Singh's presclence.

What struck me inour meetings was
De .singh ] curlnsiw He npeued BVETY

SECUTE A OO ina coalition. While the g loyment
scherne for rural households, or MGNREGA, lifted rural Irldla.,the Mational
Food Security Act (201 3)ensured subsidised food grains fornearly two-thinds
of India's population. The Unique Identification Authority of India project
came into being under his watch. The Right to Information Act (2005)
strengthened transparency and accountability, empowering citizens to
access public information. His biggest achievement was the signing of the
Indo-US nuclear treaty on which he staked a great deal. Without the foun-
dation that Singh built, India could never have become the world's fifth
biggest econormy. At heart hewas aslmp]e Indian. .Asboldashewasln reform-

ing the economy, as an indivi unas-
surming to the core, A}wa)‘swam'land courteous, Smghvnllbenemmnbe‘:ad

aboveall, asa gentleman.

Bollywood's dark past is
threatening to return

Dlsamn_ FLUP .wr.nmr_ [Eynu had to bet on a Bollywood movie's fate in 2024,
bons Inayearset toend witha 30- -|D%dmp

I boe-odfiee ool Tl et mnstpmjmrﬂl.m dustryiadi dy Iy

for a better 2025 And so are the elity’s cops: When the theatres go empty,ﬂm'body

count starts to riseon the streets of Mumbal. That's what the 199 0s were like —and

everyone gdreadllga repeat of Liwlessness In JmlLa's ﬂnxm:LaJ. r:aplta]

developerwhoen|oyed dmﬁmndmlm with celebrity actors, was gunned down in
Orctober ashe wasalout toget i berof the gang
sibility sabd in a Facebook post Lhat“ﬂn]tymod,pnllﬂeg,md pmperql dealings"were
behind the murder.

Organised crime and the show business of Bormbay — as the megalopolis was
known untl] 1995 — have been jolned at the hip for a long time. The Galden Age of
Indian Cinema that began arouncd th ry's 1947 ind o British
rude had a 20-year run. Politics took a cynbeal tuen in the late 19608, and popular cul-
ture bagan to reflect the loss of idealism. Bellywoad scripts shed the social concerns
of ayoung republic and became the escapist fantasy the world knows today.

By the early 19705, India wasnlaasn?hundveis af Hindi-language films. Banks
wouldn’t Amance therm. That's whene the likes of Hajl Mastan came in. One of Mum-
lal's vt penaverful dnnsat the time, Mastanwas asucker for glamoue, Dressed in all

white, the stylish © il nra,.. e ity player for the emer-
talnment busi
his actress lover.

The mab had eked out (ts initial capital from the
docks of Bombay, smuggling gold and electronies As it
relivented itself fora more open econormy in the 1960
and 1990s, bootlegging and extortion gave way to
mnl:ey]mmdermmfm‘g Indrugs. andg\ms Land

satisfled withaprofit
share,a 2003 report by the Institute of Peaceand Conflict
studies noted. They wanted “partnership by becoming
producers and getthng overseas rights for flm and nvusic
distrilstion”

(
=

ANDY
MUKHERIEE

B
but could not enact, such as the goods
and services tax, were enacted by the
subsequent  Natlonal Democratie
Allianes govesnment.

D Singh also had singular achieve-

hques-
tiongabout theworld and what | worrbed
about. Most persons with hizexperlence
and achievementswould have beld forth
b thedr views. lnstead, Dr Singh heasd
others out,and then tried to make use of

missed criticlam or critics.
One of my most vivid memorbes 18 of a
panel organised by the late Isher
Ahluwalla In early 2012, while re-
reJaagIngahnnkeele‘bratlug]:lrshgh'

® SCHOLARLY LEADER
Prime Minister Marendra Modi
[Manmaohan Singh] will always be remembered

as a kind-hearted individual, a scholarly
economist, and a leader dedicated to reforms

friend TN Ninanand I followed, taking
our cue from her, In much the same
weln, while Duvvusl Subbaras, the gov-
ernor of the RBL, was appropriately
measured in his tone.

Fimally, the fifth panelist spoke. It
was Dr Singh. Inetead of reacting
angrily or defensively, he simply said
he had obtained a lot of food for
thought, and he would reflect on it.1
believe that some of the subsequent
changes tothe government, including
the finance ministry, may have
emanated from that reflection.

That exchange sald a lot about both
Isher Ahluwalia and Dr Singh, and an
era that seems 30 long ago. She sald
what needed saying, and saying it in
public had added force. He understaod
why it was being said. On an occasion
when praise was all that might have
been expected, he also received critl-
clsrn, and did not take itas a sign of hos-
tility. How different our country would
be if more leaders imblbed the spirt of
these two friends.

DrSinghwas a man of great integrity,
neverusinganyof hisoffices for personal
palnorto benefit his family. Though eoe-

ndals 1

ment ministries and coalition pastners
in his second term, they never touched
him. Mevertheless, they clouded his
record With the passageof time, though,
many of the allegations have not with-
stood judicial scrutiny, while his eco-
nombe reforms seerm ever more visionary
and imporant.

five people on the panel and a packed
auditorium. Isher led off, praising the
reforms of the 1990s, but che then
turned to the need to correct the cur-
rent drift in the government and the
economyy. She did not mince woeds, even
though the Prime Minister was her

The quiet catalyst

Dr Singh demonstrated that effective leadership
stems from competence, integrity, and a genuine
concern for the welfare of all

S RAMADORAI

Foemar CEC & MO, TS, and former chaiman,
Maticnal Skil Devalcpment Carparation

lused toask
Dr.slngh why he did not write a book
about hizlife and experiences, inpartso
that the nation would havea true record.
He always demurred, suggesting it was
not for him towrite his own history. Now
it s too late, but [ believe history will
fuadge him as a truly great son of Indla.

ASTHE NATION mourns the passlng of
former Prime Ministes Dr M.

PJanetanum I\all In M.umhal I June
1994, 1 fucommitment to

Singh, | reflect on oy professional and
personal assoctation with him. His
dernize marks the loss of avisionaryecon-
omlst, a statesman, and a leader whose
humility and grace distinguished him n
puiblic life. Having witnessed his leader-

mauugworld—daksﬁnanﬂallnhmruc-
ture, As part of the TCS team that was
actively involved in building this trading
platform, Iwitnessed first-hand how this
transformed our financlal markets. De
Slngltl’s \.'I:unnI then was as‘glfamli as 1

shipup close, Lam Inded of the pro-
Found imgact of his Intellect and values
o the nation's jourmney.
Having been assodated whth the tech-
sector since the 19708, 1 vividly
racall the chall dinhacdy

with him. The NSE would eventually
become the world's thivd-largest stock
exchange, handling milllons of trades
da]lymrmghmsatellltemlmwnlcaum

ting hundreds of cithes.

and technology T:npoﬂs. The economic
liberalisation of 1991 came asa teansfoe-
mative moment that few could have
Imagined. What was encea herculean task
— even importing basic computing equip-
ment — gave way to an exa of unprece-

The platform has exceeded all paranse-

efflcient. He was always receptive tonew
bdeas and supportive of projects that
coulbd accelerate India's progress.
Itwasthis samevision that led to my
Invalvernent in the Natbonal Skill Deved-
opment initiative in 2011 The late pro-
fessor C K Prahalad had identifled skill
development as a crucial pillar in his
India@d 75 wision. Dr Singh recognised

1o
address this national prioeity despite
enormous challenges.
Thetaskwasimmense. India needed
to skl millions of youth, et Lacked basic
infrastructure, data, and established

dented growth. Today, that 52
has grown from a mere $150 million in
1997 to over 5245 billion in annual rev-
e, emp]ﬂyl.m 54 null.loud}:ecd}l and

quent governments strengthen these
Initiatives furthes, including establish-
img a dedicated minkstry of skill devel-
opment and entrepreneurship, an
important milestone for Indla.

What truly set Dr Singh apart was
his unigue leadership style that com-
bined intellectual dgour with humility.
Policy discussions with him were never
just about administrative details —
they delved into fundamental gues-
tions about impact and long-term
tmplications. Despite his position, he
remained extraordinarily accessible.
His respanse to every communication,
whether via emall or letter, reflected
not just courtesy but genuine engage-
ment with ideas.

The inatitutions and frameworks
eatablished under his leadership —
from modernised financial systems to

| technology

ters, with remarkable th i standards. Under De Slingh's
tradiu volumes and i d the Mational Skill
pitalisation. Development  Mission
1heynr2um wasslg- E:I;ﬂslhn of expanded rapldly. We suc-
nificant, as Dr Singh took chnology as ceeded in building new
avier a8 Pl r, and a tool for partnerships theough the
itwasalsntheyea:when'lu. inclusiveness and  National Skill
went public. As TCS grew democratisation Corporation, standardizing

from strength to strength, |

foeaver 10

millian Indlalxs.ﬂmnﬁtlmdldnnt]uxt

of meeting W85 widem inour

and digitising tralning
processes and curd eulum

open up the economy; they

L] with over 40 sector skill

Indla's entreprensuslal spleit, putting the
nation on the global map and c:eatll:E

substance. His wislon n[ :ed:nnlngy asa

opportunities foeyout]
and breadth of the country.

Digital public infrastructure creation
became acornerstone of the post-liberal-
Isation economy. The setting up of the
National Stock Exchange (MSE), which
comupletes 30 years this year, marked a
walerghed maoment in India’s financial

aloamibeng Leacing this change was Dawood Ibeahdin, a police-

man's sonmm&e o prominence as the city's most

frared mobster in the post hegannpentmg fmmJ:luhallnme
m]d-lsl!Os,hut' i di ‘- DCompany,

fehe founder of TSeries i ductl liouse, in 1997,

Justwhen bt looked like the cliy had scaped from rhat cydedvlnl.eme,ﬂ:ereare
freshsignsof unease. In February 2021

outside the home of Mukesh Ambank, India’s dchest tycoon. An elite detective —a
former “encounter specialist” — ls awaiting trial in that mwhll.e d.enyl.ng the ex-
copsbail petithon last yeara munsmhls indofthe
Aml f: ily. The d showh il i, the leader
of the gmup suspected of murdeﬂng Saddique, has been &cmsed Ly tl\e Lm&dian
police of
coumtry's Sikh d A
thesame time th 1 I
—addsanew dimension to the threat.

A i) |

et whio's at the centre of adiplo m
han,ome of India's biggest flm stars

il rer:emly gnh!ha].fn[ hhsstudmm.ndar

L, the billionad i kerwh Covid-
19.The pandemic marked a crucial InlernussLan It fuedled devm.md fororiginal con-
tent peoph Id stream at b Amazon Prime,
like Hm_mm when cinemas were under Indn:lm){ow e&enﬂhlng s npen an:l yﬁ
atidiencesare sobored of the insipld
fora movle night, nor dicklng thmugh brig- budget web dramas.w‘hen everything
starts bombing foe

RHI No. GLIENG, 2005,/ 22183 Frinted and published bty Haneshkumar K Bhagdey on behalfofh/s The

lon. When DrSingh, the then
fnance minister, inaugueated the NSE's
electronic teading system at the Nehru

ml I
mnsl_qtmﬂyempmmedthe Impmme
was Ieflbehlnd_

This commitment was particularly
evldem in initiatives like the MCAZL e

I|.lm on aeca-
leash skons. Each di lon with councils. The ind W
himwas deh in content and exponentially, covering

almost every district. His interest in the
MNortheast and setting up skill develop-
ment centres, along with the moderni-
satlon of industrial training institutes,
reflected his belief in bridging dispari-
tles through skilling,

His persomnal invalverm snt was crucial
i coord inating with multiple ministries
and state governments. His ability to
kron out

ject, which
P lon and set
mew benelhmarks for sace of dolng busl-

mess by making them digital and highly

THE EDITOR

End of anera

Manmohan Singh's words, “History
will be kinder o ma" ring truer (and
louder) as time passes, The most
striking thing about his personality is
that he conducted himselfwith great
dignity. Hie never said aword or did
adeed that was unworthy of the
exalted office that he held with so
rrivch grace during 20063004, His
gevernment's flagship programme,
the Mahatrma Gandhi Mational Fural

(FlLed  and pin

Employment Guarantee Scheme,
alleviated rural distreas.

He introduced measures
liberalising India's econamy, Spurming
an unprecedented econamic boom
inthe 1990, His guiding mantra
wias that a better future should be
delivered to the people, no matter
the ideclogy. He will go down in
the annals of Indian history as a
statesrnan wheo did his best to
serve his motherland,
=G David Milton, Maruthancode

Phaee (Board] : 248724818783, Chairman odthe Basrc:

Editar Shy | Editar
Reproduction in any manner, elmmnr_nrml-omn in whnlnornr.un.

rernarkable. The foundatbon was robust,
and it has been heartening to see subse-

Upgrading agriculture

apropos of *Transforming agricultural
regearch® (FE, Dacember 37),
transforming agricultural research
needs an interdisciplinary snpfosch
and co-ordination among agri-
stakeholders_ Focusing on precision
and digital agriculture as the main
leads, agri-research must be in
cansonance with the farmers'
problems and dimate change.
Agri-research outoomes must not

h o is prohibited. Th

;L . " I —— -

Initiatives to skill development frame-
waorks — form the backbone of Indian
economy. Throughout his career, Dr
singh demonstrated that effective lead-
ship stems from competence,
Integrity, and a genulne concern for the
wellare of all. These values are his
enduring gift to the nation, which will
be increasingly Important as we navl-
gate a complex world.
Our interactions continued after his

ot ity agenda — engagling i intellectual
discourse to pass on deas to the younger
generations

‘His passing marks the end of an era,
bt thebrstitutions he nurtured continue
toshape India's journey forward.

only ensure productivity but also
concernwith soil health conservation
and efficient water management.
Cluster farming could resalbwe the
needed data and report problems
of agri-research institutions,
enhancing them te transform
research with inputs that could
give pragmatic results an

detailed and varied analyses.
MR Magarajan, Shakasi

@irite to us ot feletters@aprassindia com
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AMIIJS‘I growing concerns over
rising uMmMu}m\ml in the
country, the latest figures released
by lhe huylo,rn Frovident Fund

a net addition of 1341 lakh mem-
bers during October, reflecting the
increased n-:f&u_kmmr ad hagher

awaremess employee  benefits
among workers, according to the
Ministry of Labour and Emgloy.
ment, The EFFO enrolled around 7.5
lakh new membiers in October, out
of which a i 1 58.49 per cent
are in the 18-25 age group. The et
number for this dominan age group
is 543 lakhs.

Compared 10 the carlier data, it
becomes discernible that most indi-
viduals joining the organized work-
fonce are youth, primarily firstetime

Job ntlu-rs Indicating the Increas-
ing empl in

country, for India to gain from its de-

the economy, Anmhrl ey devel
opment is that among the new ad-
ditions around 2.09 lakh are new
female members. The rise in female
mersher additions reflects a broader
shift towands a more inchisive and
diverse workloree,

It may be nated bere that it is the
EPFD Payroll Data that gives an
idea of the level of employment in
the formal sector, Acconding 1o the
government, more than 1.3 crore
et subscribers joimed EPFO during
2023-24, During September 2017 to
August 2024, more than 7.03 orore
net subscribers jolned EPFO, indi-
cating an increase in the formalisa-
tion of employmen.

While the data points 10 in-
proved emplayment scenario in the

graphic dividend, there is a need
to generate productiveiformal em:
ployment for about 7 million youth
who jain the labour force every
year, According Lo a recent repont by
Gokdman Sachs Economi Research
= "What is driving job growth? - in
the last 23 years, around 196 mil-
liom jobs were generated in India,
As cconomists, analysis and even
BB RBI Depity Govemor Michael
Dchabrata Patra point out, the pro-
spects for agriculture and, thus, raral
consumption are bright. However,
there is a need o create mone jobs
and shift more and more rural youth
Into formal sector, The Sachs report
estimates that India needs o create
around 10 million jobs anrmially.

T is said that wnmtil 2035, the Indian
working age population will remain

JOBS CREATION: A CRITICAL CONCERN IN 2025

around 69% and the proporiion will
didde rebow 60% by 2050, That means
the country has just a 20-year win-
dow to reap demographic dividends.
As the country rings in New Year, the
central and the stale governmenis
st push for measures o smoothen
irvitants to spur economikc growth,
The GDP growth slowed w0 a
seven-quarter low of 54 per cent
during the July-Scptember period.
Though the REL has downgraded
s GDP growth forecast for 2024-25
o 6.6% from 7.2% earlicr, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman says
the dawing of Q2 growth is a “vem-
porary blip”. The Goldman Sachs re-
port hits the nadl on the head when
it suggests prioritising three policy
measuires for creating jobs in India
There & a noed to incentivise afford-
able social housing development as

real estate sector enmploys over B
of construgtion workfonce, The gov-
ernmients have o help shift IT hubs
amd global capability centres 1o tier
2 and tier 3 cities, They should come
up with fiscal incemives for labour-
intensive sectors, Last but not the
least. governments have to particu-
larly addness the mismatch between
skills and industry needs. Fduca
tional testing services firm Whee:
box has found that only 50.25%
are employable” as measured by a
skills-assessment test, Other studies
also lend credence 1o this grave re-
ality of a nation which has the lug-
est and youngest workforce, There
is & need to overhaul the educa-tion
system and promote industry-ada -
demia collaborations, This is cru-
cial 1o maintain Indids economic
momentum,

The Dr Manmohan
Singh I knew

Motian Kanoa

fiest met Dr Manmohan

Singh when he was the
Unbon Finance Minlster, at
alunch hosted by N Janard-
hana Reddy, the Chief Min-
ister of. Andhra Pradesh,
ot the Chiefl Ministers
residence. | was then the
Secretary of the plannin
department of the state
also Secretary, ex-officio, to
the Chiel Minister. It was a
smadl group, just the Chiel
Minister, the Principal Sec-
retary to the Chicl Minis-
ter, K Madhava Rao, and I,
apart from Dr Manmohan
Singh.
As abways, Mrs. Jamard-
hana Reddy had produced
o delectable fare, includ-
ing the mutton cooked in
Gongura, the special type of
spinach leal which Andhra
Pradesh Is famous for, The
distinguished guest, howey-
er, was 3 vegetarian, though,
be was fa-moudy known
for having offered, during a
visit 1o Bangladesh in 2011,
as Prime Minister of India,
tor break his vegetarian vow
I onder 1 savour the Hika
fish the country was known
for. He therefore, prefermed
to confine himsell only to

the vegetarian items
er, n less delicious.

Thise were the days when
the country was staging a
dramatic recovery  from
near  bankruptcy, thanks
to the bold and farsighted

hes by

Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao and Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh. During
the comversation that en-
sued, despite his position,
and the reputation he en-
Joyed as an internationally
reputed and distinguished
economist, Manmohan Sin-
gh came off as a very sim-
ple person, polite and soft
spoken. That, however, was
only the external appears
ance. His views were firm
and clear, and expressed in
very gentle terms. [, for one,
found it difficult to agree
with his stand that public
sector enterprises should
diher make profits or be
exited from, | still believe
that profabiliey  should
be the criterion, and not
profis. Not that my view on
such matters ever matiered
much,
The nmm: 1 had the
privilege and honour of
working closely with Man-
mohan Singh was when he
became the Prime Minister,
andl [ had been appoinied as
4 Member of the National
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA), of which
Manmohan Singh, 03 Prime

Minister, was the Chair-
man, a5 stipulated by the
provisions of the Disaster
Management Act.

At a meeting of the Au-
thority, with the Prime
Minister in the chair, curi-
ously enough, and much
against my  inclination,
General N C Vij, the Vice
Chairman of NDMA, had
asked me to make a presen-
tatlon, although it was the
subject allogied to another
Member, In fact, Vij wen
on 1o the extent of saying
that he knew, as a former
Chief of Army Staff, which
weapon o use on which
occasion! [ dutifully made
the presentation, which the
Prime Minister appeared
to have liked. As the meet-
ing was about to concude,
Manmohan  Singh  posed
what seemed like a very in-
nocent and stralghtforward

ery, endquiring how much

country was prepared
for, in terms of readiness to
manage disasters. All of us
were tolally stumped, be-
cawse we had simply not d-
ther expected. or prepared
e, that question. It was so
typical of Manmohan Singh
to have hit the nail on its
head, without any fuss or
atempt 1o soften the blow,
Preparing the answer to that

er was the beginning of
fTonngq’.b?me;sth.
investigation, analysis, and
drawing of condusions,
about the various aspects
of the dissster continiim,
namely, prevention, ar-
ﬂlﬂﬁ:: pir:cur. (dirﬂtpnnd
rehabilitation,

Adver we had completed
our tenures, Vi led the team
to make a farewell call on
Manmohan Singh. With his
characteristic gentle smile,
and a gealne expression
of regret in his eyes, Man-
mohan bade us good bye,
saying, “The country will be

dsul 10 you" A compli-
ment that will stay in my
heart for the rest of my life,

A man who, truly, was
given a mame that spoke
volumes of his character.
Manmohan Singh, or the
man with a captivating
heant!

With & heavy heart, [ join
the rest of the country in
saying adicu o a great son
of the country. Though not

at 92, he left us all

wishing that he had lived

longer, and made his nval-

uable counsd available 1o

those at the helm of affairs,
at this critical juncture,

(The writer was

Sarmerly Chif Secretiry,

Governmient of

Andhira Pradesh)

Belagavi meet: They came,
they met and they left

he  biggest  challenge
before  the 139 year-
ol Congress party s

hiow to rebrand and re-build
the leaderbased party into a
cadre-based pany, if it were 1o
start whinlng elections afler
it got decimated n 2014 and
since then has not been able 1o
regabn its lost ground.

When the party dedided 10
hodd its two-day CWC session

| at Belagavi in Karnataka, it was

felt that the party would dis-
cus its Biluses and challenges

| ahead in an inspartial manner

and work ot o oad map for
2029 polls and move i that di-
rection. But it did not happen,
It scems to be determined pot
to make corrections and does
ned wank to ¢hange its narrative
and strategies in 2025 as well.
Rabud Ganchi was named
s the party’s secretary general
In September 2007 with his
mother Sonk remalning as the
president, and in January 2013,
he was appointed the Congress
vice-president. Rahul fought
his first Lok Sabha dection in
2004 from Amethi and people

| conbraced him making com-

parisons begween Rahul and
his father Rajlv Gandhi, They
saw a future PM in him. But
during his two decade-long
Joumey, the party has mot only
lost over 900 elections and is
now East Losing the faith and
trust of its alliance partners, It
was expected that Belagavi ses-
shon would go in for serious in-
trospection and come out with
major reforms in its organisa-
thomal strcture. Bui it did not
happen,

lIE:\-ph- expected that the
Congress would work towands

getting a new avatar from Be-

lagavi since this is the place
where the histork CWC mieet-
ing was held when Mahatma
Gandhi was the party chiel,
Adter his release from prison,
Mahatma was unhappy with
rampant factionalism in the

| Congress party and lack of

unity among  the Hindus
and the Muslims during the
freedom struggle. In Felbru-

| ary 1924, he chaired the 3h

CWE meeting in Belagavi, He
later sat on 20-day fast from
Seplember 18 to Oclober 8
b bridge this divide between
both the communities. 1t was
a period marked by intense
peliical activity and growing
momentum for Indiak frees
dom movement,

This  historic  sesslon
brought together leaders such

| as Jawaharlal Nehru, Lala La-
| jp

C Rajagopalachari,
Saroj aichy, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad and many others,
Mahatma  Gandhi reiterated
his commitment 1o non-co-
operation and civil disobedi-
ence as the most powerful ool
against the Brtish rule which
became the comerstone for all
futwre agitations including the
Salt March and the Quit India
movement,

It was o sesgion which gave
a clear road map for promet-
ing khadi as a symbol of self-
reliance W prodest against the

I economic policies of the Brit-

A
Bh government, revive indig-
enows industries and reduce
dependence on the British
goods. To achleve Independ-
ence, Gandhi stressed the need
for communal harmony and
the mead for unity of all reli-
ghous and ethnic groups in the
country. 10 was also important
as the moted vocalist Veene
Seshanna performed the song
‘Udayavagali Namma Chaluva
Kannada Madu' which became
an anthem for Karnatakas uni-
fication movement

In contrast, the CWIC mieet-
ing chaired by the AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi st Belagavi held
on December 26 and 27 faded
to Introspect why it foand Lit-
e favour with the voters since
2014 and whiy the party faded
to galvanise the party cadre 1o
win the elections, There is an
urgent moed for the Congress
panty 1o reinvent the wheel,
bt it failed 1o work in that di-
rection as it refuses bo see and
accept the realiny,

Tt should have known that
naming the mecting as "Nava
Satyagraha Baithak’ and giv-
g o new slogan “fd Bapu,
Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan Ab-
hiyan mivod revive the pall
prospects of the party. [t needs
o go dn for a complee over-
hauling of the rank and file,
chamge its narrative, become
more sensible and put the
Union government on mat by
plrianpalmg in debates aml

Rather than a ‘Chintan Baithak', the CWC meet
merely indulged in BJP bashing and did not
unveil any road map to put the Narendra Modi
govemment on the mat. It was expected that
the two-day session would go in for serious.
introspection and roll out major reforms in its
organisational structure, But it did not happen.
The party needs to infuse young blood and move
away from the present team of cheer leaders if it
plans to stage a comeback by 2029, The session
demanded income support to the poor and tax
relief to the middle classes, If the Congress had
raised this issue effectively in the winter session
of Paliament, it would have helped the party
connect with the genuine tax-paying sections
of the society. The threat the Congress should
understand is more to their existence than to the
Constitution or anything else

the winter session of Parlia-
ment it would have certainly
made the government ponder
aver it and would have hdped
Congress conmect with the
Flulhll tax papnn secthons
of the sodety. I the budget
didd mot rellect this, Congress
would have got a il
weapon 1o take on the NDA
andd @ could have given a 'fata-
Bt ! that it would do

and
irrefutable facts amd Iqulm
re-stablish thelr conmect with
people not by the theatrics but
by working with them a8 the
booth level.

Most portantly, the Con-
gress party needs 1o bring
drastic changes in the party
organizational  structure by
infusing young blood and
moving away from the present
team of cheer leaders i it plans
1o stage a comeback by 2029,

Unfortunately, even a
semblance of such efforts or
thoughts were not found dur-
ingg the twoeday meeting, [ was
st another meding where
leaders came, they met, and
they left. [t resolved that in a
bid 1o et batibe-ready for the
chalbenges alvead, the Congress
will decide on an action plan
for the next year at the CWC
mweting,

It means another 365 days
are bost, It passed resolutions
urging the NDA government
b s its upcaming budget i
provide income support 1o the
poor and tax reliel to the mid-
dle classes, If thve Congress had
mased this issue eflectively in

w0 i votedd 10 power. Bt it lost
a golden chance.

GST cerainly needs a re-
look. There are no two opin-
bons about it Though, it has
not become an absurdity as
Rabusl Gamadhi feels, there is
meed to urgently rational ise the
system and reduce the finane
cial burden on the comman
man. Instead of simply mak-
ing a demand for GST 2.0, the
party should have torn into the
government in Padiament on
this issue and thould have giv-
en its own proposal for a sim-
ple tax in practice, This would
have helped the pany make the
people look al Congress party,
Bt the winter session of Par-
liament ended with ruckus -
shille and drama outside,

Expressing concern  over
GST and making comments
Hlat it was 1ax terrorism on in-
dustry, trade and commence or
passing a resolution saying that
W was designed to enricha few
of Modi's favourite busines
proups like Adanl does not
help. Such narrative people are
mow tired of lstening 1o and
repeatedly, the Congress had

been losing the elections. 17 the
party still cannot realise what
people want, then perhaps
even Gosl cannod save them,

CWE  said, “Oligopolies
in the economy are growing,
While more and more Indians
have & stabe in capital markets,
the integrity of regulators has
been aﬁ;drirm Erinun s
tion, Private investment, which
must drive fuster economic
growth, is still extremely slug:
ghsh and mass consumption Is
stagnating”

Making statements does not
solve e problem, Swdh impos-
tanvt meetings should have had
e in-depth discussione. Al
least in the party forum, they
should  have  disoussed  the
alternative plans that could
reverse the "Oligopolies” site-
ation and should have told te
nation what ihey would do 1o
put the country on much faster
road 1o growth Rambling nev-
er helps any party, They should
explain the solutions they have
up their sheeve.

They went on indulging in
WP bashing making vague
statements on current political
devdopments including thelr
latest narrative that Constitu:
tion and its architect Dr B R
Ambadkar were under altack
and contrary to their pre CWC
daiims, they failed 1o come up
with clear-cut ideas to address
the challenges, The threat the
Congress should wnderstand
Is more to their existence than
b Khe Comat itution or anything
dse.

(> LETTERS

Architectof India’s economic reforms

IN[)]A was in a precarkous and perilous sinsation when
in 1991 Dr Manmohan Singh was called by the then PM
Narasimha Bao to try 1o rescue the nation. After he pre-
sented the budget as FM, India has never been the same
and MMS was responsible for unleashing the animal spirits
of Indian business. Young people cannot imagine what it
wias like earlber when a landline 1elephone ook decades to
arrive after a long waiting list, or cars were owned only by
the sebect few or coloured television sets were only owned
by the privileged few. After the economy was liberalised,
life became much easicr as even the middle class began 1o
fly to their destinations. MMS was a technocrat and not a
politician and often had to pay a price for belng a genile-
man in an arena filled with power-hungry competions.
Anthony Henriques, Mumbal
e
[t h linel e mequai with him. When
Twas a member of 13th Lok Sabla, he was a member of
Rajya Sabha We happened to meet frequently in the parlia-
menllllmry then, a small room on the upstairs nl’lw-ldins_
We both regular vishors o that place. A d
personality who loved reading books whenever he had time.,
Later, the spachous new library bullding was inaugurated
and 1 lost the chance 1o read books sitting face to face with
hiim. His gentle smibe and sodt talk are fond memories now.
r DVG Sankara Rao, Vizkanagaram
b

erhaps, it was paucity of time that compelled you 10
commit the news to limited space. Singh was a ploneer
of economic reforms which uplified the country under
the by beadership of PV N; ha Rao. Very
ified, non-controversial and a man of deeds but not
of wonds certainly deserves our pralse and gratitude. The
country certainly bows in honouring the departed leader

and prays. May his soul rest in peace!
Dr | Bhagyalakshr, Madanapalle

Lisd

TIIE death of Dr. Manmohan Singh & a great boss 1o our na-
tion. He was instrumental in <harting out Indials civil nuclear
agreement with the US in 2008 which ended our nuclear apart-
heid. GNP rose aver 10% during his tenure, We have bost a great
economist, He is an epitome of simplicity. 1t is the end of an e,
Sruvvriicn Raachasidran, Chennal,

Liid

ET us dip our banner in memory of Manmohan Singh,
the great econamist, We cannot forget his role as the
architect of ecomomic reforms. As the FM, he virually built
up India’s foreign exchange reserves which had touched the
rock battom in 1990/91, and plased India in the world map
as 4 strong econamy. However, during Manmohan Singh's
regime, maximum scams occurred. He falled 10 stop the

recurrence of many scandals.
Jayvunily Subrararitan, Mumbal

LLLd

SOM'.‘-ITIMF.S some unimaginable mirsces happen In our
lives., One is PV Marasinaha Rao who did not contest fos MP
From anywhere as he was ready (o move as saint in Kurthalam
Peetham, The infighting amang Congress leaders lke Agjun
Singh, NI Tiwari for PM's post had culminated in seecting
PVNR & PM, Similar circumstances occurred in 2004 when
Sona Gandhi was chosen for PMS position, upon severe ob-
Jections raised by BIE then the offer had gone in fvour of Dr
Manmohan Singh. His bold steps in introducing the new eco-
nomic reforms in the form of liberalisation, privatisation and
globalization reaped bountiful results. All gosernments before
and after him weloomed and continued these reforms.

N Ramalakshm, Secunde rabad
*hd

andl Singh removed many obstacles in the way of FDI
and initiated privatisation of government owned enter-
e, Singh played a pivotal mle In steering Indias economie
Emalmlloﬂ. implementing major reforms that induded re-
ducing Import restrictions and taxes In 2004, Sonia Gandhi,
the chairperson of UPA, made Manmohan Singh the Prime
Minister. As an economist, policymaker and PM, he played o
stellar role in shaping Indiak economic trafectory, steering the
country through challenging times, He will always be remem-
bered for his economic reforms and a dean politician image.
P Victor Selwiraj, Tiranelveli

LLld
ENDOWED with a distinet vislon foresccing a fast-devel -
u[ﬂnumnum}‘.ih Manmohan Singh proved himselfasan

of great bath in the academic and in

official res, However, owing complete alleglance to the

Ganclhi-Nehru dynasty, in spite of his studied silence on

wvarksus lssues, his ohservation that a section of the minor-

thes must have the first claim on the country’s resources was
woen as quite off the mark.

Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

(€55) BENGALURU ONLIN

Driving licences of 5,500 drivers
suspended for drunken driving

BENGALURL: The driving licenses (DLs) of 5500

who drove and ricde bikes under the influence of
akcohol in the East Traffic Division of Bengaluru from
January 1 io Diecember 26 have been sent io the Trans-
port Department for suspension,

The Deputy Commissioner of Police, Bast Traffic
Divislon, Bengaluru, who issued a press release in this
regard, sakd, From January 1 to December 26, o special
operation was conduted against drivers and riders who
drove under the influence of alcohol in the Eag Traf-
fic Division and 3,60,214 people were checked, and
5,500 were found 1o be under the infloence of akcohol,
and their DLs have been sent to the RTO office for sus-

pension,

In addition, during the same period. a special drive
was conducted against those who were wheeling within
the limits of the traffic police station of the East Traffic
Division and 29 two-wheelers were seized. In this re-
gard, 29 separate First Information Reports (FIRs) have
bien registered and legal action has been taken, he said.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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{From left) Prime Minister Indira Gandhi

id the first ing of the Planning C

April 21, 1980. Manmohan Singh is seated third from left; Finance Minister Singh at a pre-Budget discussion with economists on January 6, 1993,

Montek Singh Ahluwalia is seated second from right; Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao with cabinet colleagues (from left) SB Chavan, Manmohan Singh, Ajun Singh, and Sukh Ram on June 29, 1994 # L Chopea, £ K Duyal, Revi Butroy Express Arciive

Dr Singh's views did not exactly align with the ‘Nehruvian’ approach to economic policy. Long before he changed the Indian economy in the 1990s, he tried to
mould policy in the direction of broad-based economic reforms and liberalisation, Very early on, he proposed ideas that are now part of India’s policy consensus

FEWANE:] ECONOMICS|

Manmohanomics, in his own words

UDITMISRA
MEW DELH|, DECEMBER 27

FORMER PRIME Minister Mammhan Singh,
awaryon Thursday,
India‘slesser understood public intellectuals.
He obtained a Tripos in Economics with
first class honours from Cambridge in 1957,
and a DPhil from Oxcford in 1962, He taught at
the Delhi School of Economics from 1969
01971, and went on to serve in some of the
st important pok ki roldes in India.
He entered politics in 1991, and became
the Finance Minister whoshaped India's tran-
sition from a centrally-planned, highly regu-
lated, and largely closed economy toan open
{interms of trade | liberalised (in terms of reg-
ulations and restrictions), market economy.
s Prime Minister between 2004 and 2014,
he oversaw the phase of fastest economic
growth and poverty reduction in the country.
But he left office amid allegations: of cor-
ruption against hisgwmml:nr. Thelast phase
ofhls tenure sawa *policy paralysis™ inwhich
onalition partners —and even his Congress ml-
leagues — muund in different directions, and
theF
vide direction. The \mdrspn:ad public dlssat-
isfaction reduced the Congress o its worst elec-
toral performancein the 2014 election, and put
agquestion mark over hjs Il:gar:y and bcl.ic&.
Di

power Dflndlan mtn:pn:nl:urs and market
farces, free
port-led growth ? Did he believe governments
should “soak the rich™ to address inequality?
Did hetry to support public sector enterprises
even when they made losses? Did he care
about household sanitation, and understand
its links tothe economy?

Excerpts from Singh's own writings —
sourced from a five-volume set ofhismostim-
portant speeches and writings, i

and ex-

Governments often fall

o I'lll]l.‘lh entrepreneurs to

turn into shor

and [taking] funds abroad

MANMOHAN SINGH

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in

ital as weell as an entrepreneurial dass with a

MNew Delhi on December 5, 2008. Reuters file

process uflndustnal d.cu:lupml.‘m, ascheme

of capital. The resulting struggle between
" d s i

strong riskal

positivein

o relianceon
market forces and private e nterprise could not
lead to fast encugh progress. . Since develop-
ment in the initial stages is characterised by
Iargl:d.wcnntlmntl:s and externalities leading

by
the Chfiord University Press in 2019 — on top-
icsthatoften dominate the news mday, show
how far ahead of the curve he was on varous
economic policy issues long before India
reached its current consensus on them.

tract im into thcsc industries.
Licensing is a poor substitute for positive pro-
motional measures in such cases.”

On inequality, ‘soak the rich"

tluna] spedalisation.

Infact, g e
in areas such as the control of |nﬂal|.m and
more realistic exchange rate policies, India's
exports could do much better than assumed
by Indlia's development planners.”

OnPSU aumnumy. unions

Political int ling to inefficien-
cies in public sector umlcmlclr@. jprice con-
trols, and the role of trade unions in sick and
mugghru; ﬁrrnswm areas of concems that

ndiaback. Inthe
1986 lcm.u\: quoted above, he said:

“Autonomy and accountability of public
sectorenterprises have been under discussion
fior nearty two decades. Those who swear by
the public sector and yet will not grant these
enterprises legitimate functional autonomy
are no true friiends of the public sector. it has
also to be recogmised that if the top executives
of public enterprises do not enjoy a reason-
able securs W tthem
totake a fairty bong term view of the interest of
their enterprises.

*“Trade unions which insist on the persist-
ence of obsolete technologies for the sake of
jobsecurity of theirmembers do not advance
the cause of the public sector or, for that mae-
ter, of employment.

“Lack of periodic technological upgrada-
tlan often leads to mmpmtluc costs, low

ility and restricted scope for future ex-
pansion of both cutput and employment.
Sumlady puhllcpulmwhlch will ot permit
of prices of public enterprises de-

spite justified increase in costs also donot sere
the cause of growth. Very often, needed price

ate into
across in Latin America”
But Singh also warned against govern-
ments adopting “soaking the rich” policies to
ad:ln:sslnmlallty
nentof arelation of mutual

comes

a ial and Singh was cone about thed:
Al nefits, reliance ‘widening i ities if India :husct]x: path

lated market forces was © as con- I v that while

tribusting tosub-optimali isions. since lib-  und

trust and confidence between Government
and private industry is not an easy task in an

“Therewasalso the additional concern that
inar haracterised by hi

initial distribution of income and wealth, ex-

On planning vs markets cessive reliance on market forces could accen-
Even as part uflndlas Nchru\aan eco-  tuate these disparities to an extent which
nomic polic in, would not be acceptable to the broad mass of

was not a blind believer in the planning pro-
s, norwas he blind bo the threat of cormap-
tion in government. Delivering the Vithal N
Chandavarkar Memorial Lecture at [15c Bang-
alore in 1986, Singh, who was then Deputy
(Chairman of the Manning Commission, said:
“Planning i no panacea for economic lls.
It all depends on the institutional setting. ..
Adam Smith's preference for fmissez-fnire was
‘toanimportant degree the result of his knowl-
edge of the cormuption in British life that reg-
ulations under mercantilist influence often
led to. I the basic pmom\dlmm od a fairty ef-

pmplr Forall d‘u:sc rrasuns.aymmgrulr for

eralisation, income and wealth inequalities
have soared. In another 1983 lecture, Singh
underscored the need for “containing elite-
masscontradictions™ to avoid widespread so-
«ial and economic unrest,

“lIn] a modern tecl sciety...a

mixed eoonomy operating
in the framework of an open polity. Entre-
preneurs usually belong to small minority
groups and very often policies of ‘soaking the
rich’ have a strong electoral appeal. Thus,
Gwmnmrmx oftenfall prey to populist pres-
regulatory frameworlowith

certain distance between the elite and the

an eye on electoral appeal.... This...compels

pulblic privatein-
vestment in the ﬁammurkufbmad national

devel-

opment plan found ready acceptance.

On the licence-permit raj

In his TTK Memorial Lecture in Madras in
1983, Singh, who was then Governor of the
Reserve Bankof India, argued for sharply scal-
ing back overty restrictive regulations on pri-
Vate enterprise.
“lsee nohupc uhmprw\:m.cnt unlcss

Butif not con-
trolled, elite-mass contradictions can be
highly disruptiv Ifthe elite

umintospeculators, short-
term ma:umlscrs. making aliving by manip-
al processes rather than through

powerandir per-
sonal material gainand cumfurLﬂalswﬂllcad
to distortions in the allocation of scarce re-
sources....0 i

oy livir
vailing in advanced postindustrial 5oc||:'t||:'s
will inevitably result in the production struc-
ture being biased in favour of ooy goods at

creative productive activity, and provides
them a strong built-in incentive for evading
taves and siphoning off funds abroad for in-
vestment in Swiss banks..."

On openness of trade

Many economists now point out that the
tracle protectionismof the Nehro decades was
amistake. India's weak export performancein

ficient and honest public ion are
not satisfied, planning cannot be expected to
lead to animprovement either in resource al-
location or income distribution.”

However, Singh did understand why pol-
icymakers before him chose a planned eco-
nomic approach. He said:

“Newdy independent countries of the Third
‘World found that they lacl awell de-

there i fliort to confine d

programming and licensing only to a man-
ageable list of sectors and industries of criti-
«cal importance to the country... In all other
cases, industrial licensing can be dispensed
with. Government can still release demand
forecasts for puidance of prospective entre-
preneurs but the choice of imestment dedi-
tothem Ifgrowth of some

veloped infrastructure of social overhead cap-

of these industries is vital for sustaining the

thevery time

mass of our peo-

the 19505 di d Singh as a DPhil candi-

pledomot ne-
cessitiesof life.

| This] can give rise to serious political anc
economic tensions which can affect the
growvth of productivity and much more. The
elite will be unable to persuade the mass of
waorkingclasses toacoept a degree of restraing
ontheir ionand, therefore, on wage:
claims, in the interest of faster accumulation

(S WA ) CULTURE

date. In his thesis, Indo’ trends and the
shiishedi

adjust; are under political
pressure so that in the meamwhile, losses go
onincreasing and pubdic sector enterprises are
starved of funds needed for their expansion.
The time has come to depaliticise the process
of price formation in the public sector”

On education, health, women

In a lecture at the National Productivity
Councilin 1983, Singh stressed the critical role
of better education, health, and sanitation in
boosting India's productive capacity.

“The spread of mass education cangreatly
help to change attitudes, aspirations, motiva-
tionamd. ahc]lrymmaslrrnm slulls [risreally
unfortunate t [y years of
independence, universal primary education is
not a reality... The heavy dropout rate [in
schools| robs the rise inenrolment ratioof amy
ereat significance. The proportion of illiterates
is much higher among women... [which] is
bound toaffect the progress of family planning
and h
adoption of simple hygienic practices in our
homes. Without paying adequate attention to
the health care and nutrition needs: of preg-
nantwomen, nursing mothersand young chil-
dren, wecan never hope to realise adequately
thevast a
nation of 700 million people. An adequate and
mnn:cqual aooess o hasic puhll.cgnn-ds e5pe-

Im) ingh argued that polic

cially educati la-

derestimated India’s export potential.
“Indian planners wene swayed by undue

export pessimism, which led to a neglect of

thescope and potential of export growth and
to the sacrifice of important efficiency gains
associated with greater emphasison interna-

tent human energies for crratlw; purposeful
and socially satisfying work.™
(EDITEDEXCERPTS)

The year-ending series, ‘Newin the new year:
Looking at 2025 will retwm on Monday:

Why December, the 12th month, derives its name from Latinword fornumber 10

AISHWARYAKHOSLA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

DECEMBER, THE 12th and final month imthe
Gregorian calendar, derives its name from
the Latin word decen, meaning 10.

This is not the only etymological fallacy in
thL‘Gn:w‘lancadear Scpncmbcrlsdcnmd

des), from which it was derived.

successor, Numa Pompilius, in 713 BCE intro-

rification which was held in the month.

This is when the ety | fallacy that

Romulus® calendar was divided into 10 duc s, Jansary The howvever, were. e see today emerged. From being the tenth
months named Martius, Aprilis, Maius, January {Januarius at the time | was dc:h— theend of the calendar year, which stillbegan — month in the calendar, December suddenly
Jumiius, Quintilis, Sextili October, the Romangod of in March, It was not until 153 BCE that New  became the twelfth Semilarty, Quintilis, Sextilis,
MNowvernber, and December respectively, with Febru. Year'sDay ally La October, and were all
the final six months corresponding to the  Latin word fetinug, meaning “to d.cansl: and  «© inarder dected  pushed bwo months doem inthe calendar than
Latin names for the numbers five to 10, d afier the pu-  consul vatan carlier date. what their names indicated.

Martius [now March) heralded the onset

seven), October

and Novernber from novem (nine L Why?

A Roman folly

The solar year — the time it takes for Earth
to make one revolution around the Sun—

of spring. After December, Romans entered
poral limbo — igned 61-odd
days (if one were touse a solar calendar) fell
inthe dead of winter, and were thus deemed
umworthy of naming.

But this is not how calendars work — one
cannot ignore the cquivalcnt of two full

6525 days. But
endar. adopted dirca 738 BCE by Romulus, thr
founder of Rome, accounted foromly 304 days.
‘This was 61 days shorter than an accurate so-
lar calendar, and 51 days shorter than a lunar
calendar ( based on the Moon's monthly cy-

montt ety isunproductive dur-
img that time. Quickly and incomveniently, the
calendar drifted out of sync with seasons.

Two new months
To address this misalignment, Romulus'

28" 15 31* Dacembar
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But more changes were to come still

Switching to a solar year

The lunar year is roughly 10 days shorter
than the solar year, Over time, the lunar year
stops being aligned to the seasonal cycles,
which are informed by Earth’s revelution
around the Sun, rather than lunations. A cyde
of twehe lunar months regresses through the
seasonsover aperiod of roughly 33 solaryears,

One can either live with this regression,
which will mean that the year will not be
aligned to seasons (like in thn: case of the
Islamic calendar |.or ically insert

the purposes of
the calendar. The Romans favoured the latter
strategy till the last century BCE.

Orone can simplyadnpt the solar calen-
dar, like Julius Caesar did in 46 BCE, advised
by Alexandrian astronomer Sosigenes. The
new calendar continued with the months al-
ready in use, but gave each month 30 or 31
days with the exception of Febroary, which
received 28 days (29 ina beap year]

But Sosigenes’ calculations overesti-
mated the solar year by 11 minutes and 14
seconds. By the mid-1500s, this error had
[ ded, shiftingthe | dates by
about 10 days from Caesar's original design.
In response, Pope Gregory X introduced a
reform in 1582, which resulted in a 10-day
adjustment. Since then, the Julian calendar
has slowly been replaced by the Gregorian
calendar worldwide, with the lather more ac-

nting the length of the year.

© i
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e FOUNDED By v
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

"T'THE LEADER WHO
SAW THE FUTURE

Manmohan Singh will be remembered for showing
how less power can be more
ITHGREAT POWER come great constraints. More thanamything else,

perhaps, the long and vivid arc of Dr Manmohan Singh's life and
work embadied this essential truth about democracy, It's a truth,
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WorbpLY WISE

WHEN THE

PrRIME MINISTER [ MANMOITAN SINGH ]|

SPEAKS THE WORLD LISTENS, — Bakack Onama

The arc of Singh’s vision

It had a clear thread: Psychological and strategic
dimensions of liberalisation and globalisation

Pratar BHANU MEHTA

TS Ameasure of Dr Manmohan Singh's great-
ness that his life and influence cannot be de-
seribed inamy comventional categories of polit-
bcal analysis. Assessments of his legacy are
likety to be choded by three short-sighted ap-
proaches. One is strictly instrumental, chall-
ing upa long list of econamic reforms over
wwhich he presided, This list is impressive in-
dmi Hels, muw aneof the most influen-

and a besson, that so often go P when, the
world over, politics is about the powerful talmumptlmnem.mdlhc winner taking all,
seeking to v.wll Mrchﬂksand balances, For the studiows and soft-spoken boy from
Gah i unjab whose lamily of meagre means was displaced by Partition, who
went on to earn degrees from the world's storied educational institutions, who came
back to hold almast all the top jobs in his country's economy, and then became Prime
Minister, povwer was a more full-bodied and comples beast, It had an inner life that needed
to be navigated with patience and respect for nuance. Manmohan Singh stepped up to
the challenge of wielding power with that and more — he brought te it wisdom and de-
cency, dignity and grace, and humility above all,
Lok, again, ulhr rwnmmwnru: morments in DrSingh's career: june 1991 and May
v hernmed in, In the first, he took oath
as Finance Minister in i L ledl by PY Marasimba R Ind
Fronted a balance of p, i atthe spectre of b ptey inaworkd un-
settled by the rlpple effects of the unrmllmg Sewlet empire, In the second, he became
Prime Minister, after a Lok Sabhaelecti ke pale

policymakers in the annals of
histary, The secomd approach is to see his
legacy through the eventual meltdown and
defeat of UPA-II. He was right that history
wwinild Juelge him more kinely than the con-
tingent political failures of the era, The thind
mikstake, often promoted even by his friends,
has atouch of conclescensionio it, Epithets lile
“the accidental prime minster” or the “ideal
number two man, capable, full of inbegrity and
lewal” — anunbeatable combination — under-
estimate how he managed to remain hisown
m.mmdal.\mp.\wlanmllwwuid.\mldu.i

| Alife,
Like all great men in history, Singh's life
ranscends the nit-picking accounting of pol-
ey successes of failures, a short-term histori-
cal reckoning, or simply a focws on his inter-

i elivichee] Congress which had yet to fully begin learn| sl\.mpmrmlh.\lles. He
hlmu‘l[‘ d thcnnlyl.nl:%nhm

I all his own,

h Dedhiin 1999, He was app
acting on her “inner volee”, which p I T .nnm.w
ern alarge and diverse nation, .:md It elicl bath, He was also the first Sikh Prime Mlnlam
from Iighted by the gh fithe 1984 Teblen Inckira Gandhi's assas-
simation, Indud.hm'\u;ualim’i.pdmmﬁlduwlhr wehile ndian nation™ was, as
a LIS diplomat would later put it, a powerful “Gandhian moment of moeal clarity.”

MaNMOHAN SINGH DI not mmr to his positions aF|>uwet.| pamrﬂ.ll lmn

TS

Soll-eflacing hi Inities

that changed the course nl’lhr nation, As Finance Minister, whilw wﬁwms
Inchustrial licensing and state-led

of 1961, he

planning i I o the rreversibl

lm'l'herel’onnshenlu.wedlwlpcd Ilnrmmsnuldpmny.rmwdamndle chass that
o pelitical future, In his teem as PM, backed

by Sonka Gandh wiars ome that he also fele cramped by — he laid

the foundational architecture of a modern welfare nl.m'..1 rights-based edlﬂu' starring

pe the country’

MGNREGA for the lised, Right to Ed allun-
dergirded by the Right rnlnlnmui fon .\nd Ies |:mmlaeafmunl.hlﬂy
s ML again, Dr Singhl it Inia tor the Inclo-US nu-

clear deal, which ended India' smlailon on the world stage .md Inasgurated its strategic

‘Whatls i Isthat,
ik all influesstial lives, his is both a personal
miarvel and a reflection of the zeitgeist. How
dliel this person, who rose from humble circum-
stances, whaose defining charcteristic was an
unmatched decency, and who had no polit-
cal base, end up being indispensable in so

capacities? He was not just a bureascrat
orafinance minister butadefining primemin-
Ister for a decade, In a political culture where
the one virtue that is aheays reliably absent is
decency, Singh's ability to hold an to that tradt
now seems almost saintly. The nature of his
power was complicatec. In lesser men, it

Like all great men in history,
Singh's life transcends the
nit-picking accounting of
policy successes or failures, a
short-term historical
reckoning, or simply a focus
on his interpersonal
relations, What is
astounding is that, like all
influential lives, his is both a
personal marvel and a
reflection of the zeitgeist.
How did this person, who
rose from humble
circumstances, whose
defining characteristic was

yaraconniving will
o project it. But to be I:mh.\i the pinmacle of
power and hold onto a consistent reticence
about it is remarkable,

Singh's greatness was, in some ways, to
embady the zeitgeist in the most graceful way
possible. He was one of the greatest
thrwlm Mehruvianis not so muchasetol

an atched decency, and
who had no political base,
encl up being indispensable
in 50 many capaci He
wils 1ot just a bureancrat or
afinance minister buta
lefining prime minister for

which
lmwu arwmlnmmmmhmlhwld

adecade.

that more deeply prepares India to take its
place at the pinnacle of a thoughtful, decent
madernity, [ewasa nmmlhlmunpo-
litical terms, secular, driven by a k

Singh presicled over an unprecedented pe-

riod of growth, decline in poverty, and expan-
sion of infrastructure.

forprocess

evershadowed by a party structure he could

roam for real debate, a suspicion of the legil-
i reseaae o %

the application of knewledge. Singh, inthe fiest
phase of his life, played the role of an ideal
Nehruvian progressive,

But it was in the seconed phase of his life,
when he became the prime minister, that he
reac the s|:|r|ln|'lh¢] arr better than anyone

ities

not The biggest mystery about
UPAl ks not the palitical relationship between
Sonda Gandhi and Singh, & Is actually how the
Candhis, forall their seeming moenopoly of the
party, rather mysteriously acted as if they had
st complete control of it. The comuption scan-
clals in Congresswere real. As one sendor party
leader quipped, Congress is r, bt

else. He read geopo after the fall of the  Congressmen are rich, The palitical mnmml
remarkably dbeeak-  afcorruptiondi
1 if ul hul Indl.w ECONOMY a5 well I'r.ln.\b
enjoyed an unj with finance min-
China, He secured develop for  isterwas alisater, ing] d
India i Kisacap-

ital we are still living off, His most Il'll‘ll'l‘-.l!

Congress, as s its nature, Mvet.mu.ily pro-
Singh

Asia, The tactical debate OVET OUT TESPOSE (o
206{11 has clouded truths he grasped i Instine-

h Asia |5 ot

Jected.
dlrlmm elernents was parcelled out: Elmlon
all Rahul's; the

tively: Tt
lem.li ional relations problem; India needs a
hat

ture, | the single most important
scheme that saved India, NREGA, was all
Council,

wgameof tact nelgh-
Bours' fearsand leams to manage them. There
has simply been no Indian prime minister
whose grasp of the region and desire for the
H:lu-ierlnnu.ﬂdnlrmulc alignment n(llu'

Hational Advi

Jury, Rl Ganelhi humiliated the P by pub-

licly tearing up a government ordinance, and
>.p.lﬂ;u .IEdeh.l'ln El-Shatkhout him

WS S A
s Nt !muml:lngmlm |m|lmalcummr

for
algndwmlwm itwas a display of strength
that pald immense long-term cividends, The
Mhusharral-Manmohan agreement wasa cre-
ative plece of diplomacy that the Congress
party did not have the courage to
follener thros

Slngh s visionary arc had a clear lhrmd

Ilbcr.lla.nlan and nlab.llamlan. He had Im
mense confidence in Inclia's ability to com-
[pete, He knew that India could not be influen-
tial iFit wvas not part of the sinevws of the global
economy, In a way, UPA-L with all its flaws,
was aworkable model for India — liberalisa-

tion producing high growth that translaed

luul:e The remarkabile conceptual vision that
Telel it which 0t lose, st
u.\dhmwlllmlmlmlw petludmw.mrm

Slruﬂl wias a P iddeal by suited for the "end
of history™ world — a progresshve, technocratic,
incremental, centralised, institutions-oriented,
trade-Tocused, globalised, open workl, ane that
Thas more of less collapsed. His political career
s a commentary on how fr statesmanship
can gowithout power, decencywithout com-
[promise, vision without a party. The reputa-
tion of every politician of that era, Barack
Obama, Angela Merkel, and Singh, has been
devoured by the furies of populism that fol-
lowed, History is a mean avenger, But it s an
extraordinary testament to Manmaohan

tsstill the mipelling
Tramework nia s,

The writer is contriburing editor,
The Inclian Express

w.mdilwwiasm.\llym.\mmmll I'omlng.'l‘ogrlllw deal through, DrSingh teak

on boud op Fresmm wwithin and wi pecially from the Left, c.illullsbm

O FCOURSE, DR Singlv's path was not smooth, There were acousations that he was

for i
unclermining by his allies, [ weretimes
i theSonia Candhl behmed lik

HEe DIDN'T LOOK BACK

Why Manmohan Singh never returned to his native village in Pakistan

| wstheority:, Rahual Ganclhd, infamously, passecl by
the binet in I\Iautmnlym Congress
s Time yforeign policy ssut on Sharm-el-Shelkh, MANPREET SINGH BADAL

_'f"'" as P, Dr Singh il ken by the fragilities inhi
original compact withy ay the powerplay within Congress, by ally-troubles and a DURIN(‘ HIS STUDENT days at the by o anel all,” | saiel.“Yisd result inasig shilt in trust towards
spate of alleged scams in hi lith 1t The B-led Opposition called hima Cambri Singh hun” he sald — his memories of Partition  India. However, George Bush became gen-
ek PML It could be sadd that his mnd term paved the ground for the Anna Hazare unﬂ.- vlautd ﬂummm s native village, anel his village were very bitter, winely interested in India's story. He recog-

, b watch one of his

movement which, intum, presaged the coming at the Centre of the BJP's Modi-

leel single party majority.

NI YET, MORE than what or who followed him, Manmohan Singh will be re-
A mostof all, for i less powver can be more, Towards the

end of his prime e sadd that history ..‘.....‘Judghlmnwre
leimelly than his moment. [t took b Id see the ane who |

nation's face bewardds it, to call history so right.

THE UNFINISHED TASK

Governments, including Manmohan Singh's, have
missed second set of reforms
ANMOHAN ’iINGH'S REFORM legacy, m.unly.lsl'Imnce Minister in the

thon, Tl iled de-] pening upof most
wmplmmlamnllnu:pnw esxchange rate anc impert controls, and
{d aswell as portfolio), technology collabo-
rations or ralsing mones lrum bath dnmrnlr:.\ndmlcrmllm\lmpﬂ.\l markets. It was
about "letting the private sector in”, The rupee’s two-step devaluation, the unvelling of a
New Industrial Palicy and the 1991-52 Union Budget were nothing short of an economic
revelution that upended the old dirigiste mlmr From |>n|bclcs(r.1nv.-d around central
planning, i batitution inchstr SECTOF MOnop-
olies, the Singh-Rao duo spoke a new language that “welcomed” foreign investors and
trusted Indian entrepreneurs as belng “second o nnne"
‘What sul b b i clod from 2004-
0510201314~ mlsscd.lmwrmmhemmd mafml’arm 'I'Iwwllm:lvcd pm.um-

FEmmir

plays. Du:lruihemmmmmn ahandsome
man approsched him and said, "We miss
the Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan."
M. han Singh did not gnise him
and politely asked, "Who are you?™ "l was
once the premier of und ivided Punjab, and
my name Is Khizar Hayat Tiwana," the
man responded,

Manmahan Singh narrated this to me
during one of our marny meetings, " have not
seen a more handsome person,” he said,
Tiwvana had opposed Jinnah and the Partition
of India As a Liniondst, he tookon the Muslim
League, and for that, he suffered the confis-
catian of his lands by the government of
Pakistan, Tiwana passed away in California,
far from the lands he once lorded over,

Butthatis

The story is aboat why Singh, who went
to Shakespeare's native village to honour
the Bard of Avon, never visited his own na-

ive village after be had beft it, For 10 years,
while he was Prime Minister, he was repeat-
edly asked by governments in Pakistan to
wisit his native village, Gah, in the Chakwal
distriet of Pakistani Punjab, Alter he had
demitted office, | asked Singh why he never
returned to his native village. “After all, as
Prime Minister, you would have been feted

The local Government Boys'
School in Gah village has
sinee been renamed after
Singh. Additionally, a mini-
gric supported by India's
The Encrgy and Resources
Institute now brings solar
power to numerous families
in the village, which was onee
bereft of electricity, Yet,
Singh chose to avoid the
grandstanding that could

have accompanied such a

visit. Like millions of
Indians, he moved away
frosm the past and sought to
vebauilel his life.

The local Government Boys' School in
Gah village has sinee been renamed after
Singh, Additionally, a mini-grid supported
by India’s The Energy and Resources
Institute now brings solar povwer to numer-
ous farnilies in the village, which was once
bereftof electricity, Yet, Singh chose to avodd
the grandstanding that could have accom-
panded such a visit, Like millions of Indians,
e moved away from the past and sought
oy rebulld his life.

nised energy as a key facvor in driving
Inelia’s progress and worked extraordinar-
ily hared to secure the Inclo-LIS nusclear deal”

The nuclear deal wias more than just an
agreement, i signalled a paradigm shift and
encouraged US companies to start courting
India, The underlying logic was simple: I
the LS government could trust India with
muclear bechnology, there was ne reason not
o trust Indian businesses, That, according
toSingh, is what made George Bush the best

Inmanyways, hsstoryls thestory ofmod-— Jeacler from India's perspective,
emindia —a country that Im miowved beyond 1learnt much later that sum aﬂu hla
imper dt retirer

asucessthat is now the ervy of the workd
Atelling example of how Singh focused
on India's future rather than reminiscing
about the past is evident from another con-
wersation | had with him. | asked him about
the glabal leacers he had met, In an almast
schoolbay manner, Lasked: Whowas the best
ghobal leader he had lnlcr.\clcd wlll\? It is
ot a question of whowas the best that mat-
ters,” he told me, "It was a question of who
was the best for India, and in that regard, |
place George Bush (junior) above all others.”
Taken aback, | asked him 1o explain his
rationale, He reasoned: “For decades, the
United States had viewed India with suspi-
cion. Even the end of the Cold War did not

ers he admired, and Manmohan Singh's
portrait was among them. | believe it's one
of the exhibits at the Bush Presidential
Center in Dallas,

From Chakwal to Cambridge, and from
Gah to global statesmanship, Manmaohan
Singh's life epitomised the journey of -
ern India, Lintend to visit the Presidential
Center in Dallas one day to celebrate and
honour the life of the Bard of Indian
Economie Reforms — just as Manmaehan
Singh once visited Stratford-upon-Avon o
hoenour the memory of the Bard of Avon.

The writer ts farmer finance
mimister of Punfal

ton and ratienalising gevernment spending. In ulu'rwnrlls. i the g

af business. The fact that anby a dozen or so stat haveb Ised —

Adr India, Maruti Udyog, Bharat Aluminium and Hindustan Zinc = is pmclnl'lhr limited

progress in this direction. Even more glaring is the spiralling government expenditure on
" T ins at most of unch

S £l sehe

kg, Al wale W
& " woll-ch 1

shalel i e
¥

rood I3 no B Y b
can bewsed o build schools and hospitals delivering more durable welfare gains.

Singh's big-bang reforms were, partly at beast, a res ponse to a balance-of-payments
crisls leaving the country with foreign exchange reserves to fund barely four months of
Imports in March 1991, There has never been a erisis like that since to force anmy govern-
ment to undertake the unfinished reforms 2.0, But reforms are also about conviction

maney

amd sekzing th The Marencra Modi g 1t has Lad the g
— from identification of beneficlaries to Aad! ding of their bank accounts — for
replacing all market-di ithedi h transfers, The upcoming budget

Is.an epportune time to u'l.lumh reforms,

DECEMBER 28, 1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO

POLL VIOLENCE
ATLEAST EIGHT persons lost llu'lrllwx. .md

W inj

it ,.Tlu'

worst irrldrrlsnl’\rlulmc were reported

from Andhra Pracesh, where six persons

wiere killed and 25 people injured. In Uttar

Pradesh, violence rocked several areas in

Mainpuri and shoot-at-sight orders were is-
At t Incldentd

ing the r‘nunlinu.

PREPARING FOR RESULTS
BOTH ALL INDIA Radio and Doordarshan
have made elaborate arrangements for the

epaper. indlanexpre‘llm .. .

prompt announcement of election results,
Hourly news bulletins in both English and
Hindi with pell analysis at intervals will also
be put out on both AIR and TV. During this
period, Doordarshan has made arrange-
ments to telecast five Hindi feature films,
besides plays and musical programmaes, All
India Radio and Doordarshan will broad-
castelection-related news from December
28 to December 30,

KariL Dev & BCCI
THE CONTROVERSY OVER th

for Cricket in India (BCCT) holding a secret

afficial for 'h.wrlu “misinformed” the board
president N K P Salve, on the “Kapil Dev
eplsode in Delta

DELHI HOSPITAL FIRE

A MAJOR FIRE broke out in the basement
af | P Hospital's maternity block on
December 27, keading to the evacuation of
areund 250 women and newborns, No ca-

amllm wm' reported. The Innuwsalllu'

mer sldpper and all-rounder K.n)lrl)cvlrum
the Incian team has sharpened with some
wery senior members of the Board of Control

tory Sher Singh y block,
wlm:h houses operating theatres, nurseries
for neanates and wards, were shifted else-

where in the hospital,
[ (]
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The pragmatic idealist

Manmohan Singh had an ambitious view of what a liberal India
could be and a fine sense of what was politically possible

-
(1)

RAGHURAM RAJAN

1 CAME TO know Dr Manmohan Singh dur-
ing his first term as prime minister when he,
on the advice of Montek Ahluwalia, ap-
pointed me as an economic advisor. Over the
years since then, through my term as RBI
governor and after, | had the privilege of in-
teracting with him perindically.

Dr Singh was a brilliant economist with
an ambitious vision of what a liberal India
cold be, cumbuv:d witha fine sense ofwhat

itically, He was ur
and soft spoken, which allowed him to at-
tract the best and the brightest, ranging from
Montek Singh Ahluwalia to C Rangarajan, to
his team. The liberalisation and reforms he
undertook with the support of prime min-
ster i Rao laid the ions of
the modern Indian economy, and spurred
the decades of robust growth we still enjoy.

In his terms as prime minister, Dr Singh's
ability to reform the economy further was
somewhat hampered, first by coalition pol-
itics then by Opposition non-cooperation.
Mevertheless, his government passed land-
mark legislation like the National Food
Security Act and the Mational Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, targeted at seg-
ments of Indian society that are often over-
looked. He also sought to strengthen Indian
institutions and apply checks and halances
on the g The Right i
Act of the few picces of leg-
islation where the Indian government has
subjected itscl{togrcatrr serutiny: And some
of the refor
but could not mac! such as the Goods and
Services Tax, were enacted by the subse-
guent NDA government.

Dr Singh also had singular achievements
on the administrative side. In his first term
as prime minister, he strengthened relations
with the US, culminating in the Civil Nuclear
Deal. In some ways, the US-India relation-
ship may be the key global relationship of
the Z1st century, and Dr Singh put it on sta-
e footing. In his second term, he appointed
Mandan Nilekani to head the unigue ID roll-
out, which became the foundation of the
India Stack and swocessful products like UP1

nits. Those woere also years of extraor-
dinary growvth, Afber the i | recovery post
the global financial crisis, Dr Singh recog-
nised the growing risks to the cconomy from
excessive spending, and brought back P
Chidambaram as finance minister to restore
macroeconomic stability. While India expe-
rienced volatility during the Taper Tantrum,
matters could have been much worse with-
out Dr Singh's prescience.

What struck me in our meetings was
Dr Singh's curiosity. He opened every one of
our personal meetings with questions about
the world and what | worried about. Most
persons with his experience and achieve-
ments would have held forth on their views,
Instead, Dr Singh heard others out, and then
tried to make use of what they conveyed.

I particularly remember a lunch he
hosted for senior officials todiscuss the final
report of a committee | chaired on financial
sector reforms. Throughout the meeting,
Dr Singh was silent while others debated. 1
remember thinking that few people in au-

thority would be so self-effacing. But his ap-
proach was supremely effective in creating
thee space for an exchange of views, space that
could be easily smuffed out if someone with
his knmwledge and experience, leave alone
his position, expressed their thoughts. At the
end, Dr Singh thanked everyone and gave a
sagacious summary of what could be taken
forward from the report.

Dr Singh never dismissed criticism or
critics. One of my most vivid memories is of
a panel organised by the late Isher Ahluwalia
in early 2012, while re-releasing a book cel-
ehrating Dr Singh's reforms as finance min-
ister, Theme were five people on the panel and
a packed auditorium. Isher led off, praising
the reforms of the 1990s, but she then tumed
tothe need to correct the current drift in the
government and the economy. She did not
mince words, even though the prime minis-
terwas her friend. TN Ninan and | followed,
taking our cue from her, in much the same
wein, while Subba Rao, the governor of the
Reserve Bank, was appropriately measured
in his tone,

Finally, the fifth panelist spoke. 1t was
Dr Singh. Instead of reacting angrily or de-
fensively, he simply said he had obtained a
lot of food for thought, and he would reflect
on it | believe that some of the subsequent
changes to the government, including the
Finance Ministry, may have emanated from
that reflection.

Iremember a lunch he hosted
for senior officials to discuss
the final report of a committee
I chaired on financial sector
reforms. Throughout the
meeting, Dr Singh was silent
whileothers debated. T
remember thinking that few
people in authority would be
soselfeffacing, But his

appro mh supremely

effective in ereating the space
for an exchange of views,
space that could be easily
snuffed out if someone with
his knowledge and experience,
Teave alone his position,
('hph'ﬁwd their l|:ullghl>i.

R Sasikiumar

That exchange said a lot about bath Isher
Ahluwalia and Dr Singh, and an era that
seems so long ago. She said what needed
saying, and saying it in public had added
force. He understood why it was being said.
On an occasion when praise was all that
might have beenexpected, he also received
criticism, and did not take it as a sign of hos-
tility. How different our country would beif
maore leaders imbibed the spirit of these
two friends,

Dr Singh was a man of great integrity,
never wsing any of his offices for personal
gain or to benefit his family. Though corrup-
tion scandals engulfed some government
ministries and coalition partners in his sec-
ond term, they never touched him.
MNevertheless, they douded his record. With
the passage of time, though, many of the al-
legations have not withstood judicial
serutiny, while his economic reforms seem
EVEr more visionary and important.

After he demitted office, [ used to ask
Dr Singh why he did not write a book about
his life and experiences, in part so that the
nation would have a true record. He always
demurred, suggesting it was not for him o
write his own history. Mow it is too late, but
I believe history will judge him as a truly
great son of India,

The writer is former governor,
Reserve Bank of India

Lal Salaam, Dr Singh

He held UPA-I as a role model. Was breaking ties with the Left a mistake?

JOHN BRITTAS

1N JUNE 2021, shortly after joining the Rajya
Sabha, | had a conversation with former
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh. When
he learned of my CPI(M) affiliation, though
frail, but in a resolute tone he remarked,
“UPA-I is the role model for any govern-
ment”, This coalition, supported externally

by my party, owed much to the efforts of

rmy leaders like Harkishan Singh Surjeet and
Jyoti Basu. However, it was Dr Singh's ac-
commodative leadership that steered UPA-
I through the choppy waters of the 2000s.

Itvwras anunlikely combo, The Left — the
bulk of whose support came from Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura — had won 63 seats in
Lok Sabha primarily on an anti-Congress
plank. Singhwas the quintessential reforms
man who believed capitalism could lift mil-
lions out of poverty. Yet, the unlikely part-
nerscame together to keep the BIP at hay. It

lasted while it lasted primarily because of

the moral high ground he enjoyed and his

mently opposed the agreement, Singh in-
cluded me in his Shortly after re-

cused on policy, a far cry from today's per-
5. Thase who thrive primarily in

turning, he also gave an |ntrrv|cw with
Kairali TV, which 1 led, in reach

Iaunchlng pr:rsr.lnal tiraches against political

out tothe Left. [t wasevident to me then that
he was a shreved political strategist.

Why did Singh cite UPA-1 as a model and
not UPA-II? The answer lies in the 2008 Fall-
out over the nuclear deal, which led to the
Left withdrawing support. The Congress-
led government that returned in 2009,
without Left support, was soon plagued by
corruption and plunged into chaos. It
quickly bost its maoral authority. In hindsight,
sidelining the Left was a costly mistake that
left UPA-Il vulnerable, [t paved the way for
the B rise to power.

Under UPA-L, with the Left's influence,
Singh's government introduced transfor-
mative measures: MGNREGA, RTI, food se-
curity, the Right to Education, and tribal
rights |mt|at|uc1ThL‘sl: pedicies are aimed at

sincerity in taking Left's cc iousl

1 couldn't help recalling the turbulent
daysof the India-US nuclear deal that rocked
UPA-1 and eventually led to the alliance’s
downfall. 1 was part of the media delegation
that accompanied him to the US where he
engaged in talks with then-President George
W, Bush to push forward the deal. Despite
my affiliation with the Left, which vehe-

reducing i They were meant as
a counterbalance to liberalisation, which
the Left had warned would only help cre-
ate new oligarchies. These concemns proved
prescient, as oligarchs have since cxrrtc:l

d very well take notes from
tha&t‘ years,

One can't help wondering if we would
have been living in a different India had
UPA-1 survived. | want to play the Devil's
Advocabe here: Was the risk that Singh took
im alienating the Left worth it? And more
importantly, did he or Congress gain any-
thing out of this? True, Congress was not
the only one whio took the hit, the Left also
suffered setbackes, But the dowmeard spiral
of the UPA without the Left's guidance was
guite astonishing. It came back to powerin
2009 — on the back of policies it followed
thanks to the Left's interventions — but be-
Ean to rot within months. As for the nuclear
deal that was supposed to end Indla 5 nu-
clear isolation with the US nu-

stability and a boss of public trust.

But Singh's equanimity and integrity set
him apart in Indian politics. Despite per-
sonal attacks, including harsh remarks from
figures like L K Advani, Singh maintained
his composure. Contrary to  the
“Maunmohan Singh” label, he was far from
silent, Between 2004 and 2014, he held nu-
merous press conferences and engaged
openly with the media. During that period,
he spoke tothe presson his foreign trips 72
times, besides holding annual pressers 10
times and on state visits on 23 occasions.
Unlike many contemporary leaders who
rely on theatrics to distract from core issues,
Singh's focus remained on substantive gov-
ernance, His critique of demonetisation in
Parliament was particularly striking, as
his warnings about its consequences
proved pruphmt He had called it a monu-
mental nit.

clear technology and fuel, hardly anything
tangible came out of it.

The decision to sever ties with the Left
made the Singh-led government in its sec-
ond term vulnerable to attacks. It lost its
way in the face of an anti-graft movement

tremendous influence over

ernments. Though ideobogical dmcﬂ:m:rs
overliberalisation created friction with the
Left, the debate remained respectful and fo-

that the BP
boreturn to puwt‘rand. work tovards estab-
lishing a majoritarian rule. The exclusion of
the Left was a costly misstep, beading to in-

The Left has always championed
democracy, secularism, and federalism —
principles Singh upheld throughout his
tenure. For his unwavering focus on
governance and national unity, history will
undoubtedly be kinder to him. Lal Salam,
D Singh.

Thewriter is o CPi M) member af the
Rajya Sabhao
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

I'he US was the main architect of

international order that guided Western liberal democracics

and were ultimately embraced broadly a

leanve the scene, Beijing is most Likely to..

the institutional underpinnings of the
frer Workd War [T
round the world, If Washington decides to
fill the gap” = THE WASHINGTON POST

History will be kind,
but not to PM Singh

Manmohan Singh will be remembered for
rescuing the economy. But his inaction in the face

of corruption won'

Ram MAr)mw

“WHO, ME?" THIS was the revealing cover

tbe forgotten either

on the shoulders of the unassurming Singh.
Singh's loyalty, low profile and

fwe character were i ly

marty as the reason for him being chosen
over many able colleagues, including fron-

palitician and a statesman, Mulkherjee never
held Singh's elevation against him and stood
by hvirm through the next six-seven years, not
only as aminister in the Uinion cabimet, but
aleas an able manager and troubleshooter
of a difficult coalition, Singh was not that
lucky with some other colleagues who
l:calod hlm shabhily, often bypassing him

tet in The Economist, over
Dr Manmohan Singh speaking on the
phone, when he became the surprise
choice for prime minister of the UPA gov-
ernment in 2004, Singh, who was the first
non-Nehru family leader to serve two
termes as prime minister and the first Sikh
leader to rise to that coveted position, died
this week at the age of 92
In an age of extreme pcll.llu:al. rivalries,
i remer ctand
honuur Acman of few words, Singh was a
gentle human being and an accomplished
econamist and scholar, qualities that en-
d.can:d.]um hopwp]c of the coumtry. His per-

centresat 10
Janpath. Although the A regime was de-
scribed as a duopaly, the real power re-
mained with Sonia Gandhi.
T his crodit, Singhmanaged todiligenthy
smthrmalllmdum\g UPA-L Ridling over
hi the Vapayee government, he
took the economy to higher levels, MNREGA
and the Right to Information Act were some:
of the major achievements of his govern-
mient in the first tenm. Although the ground-
work began during Vajpayee's tenure, Singh
successfully concluded the Indo-US nudear
deal, ending the country's isolation in 2008,
But Singh's sucoess story came to a halt
after that. The global recession of 2008 alsa

altt i ing siler u.n.wcrthccur—
ruption of his colleagues was described as
“thie art of taking bath with a raincoat on”.
His humility was reflected in his final ad-
dresstothe nation, as he keft the prime min-

hitt Ly, and the coun-

try recled under inflation and. eoonomic
slowwdown, The GOP growth rate declined
o4 percent at one stage. Singh's last major
SUCCESs — although many disagree that the

ister's offioe in 2004: *1 owe everything to
this country, this great land of ours wherel,
an underprivileged child of Partition, was
empowvered enough torise and ocoupy high
office. It is both a debt that 1 will never be
ahle to repay and a decoration that [will al-
ways wearwith pride.”

Of the three prime ministers that
Congress produced who didn't belong to
the Mehru Eamily, Singh's tenure of 10 years
was the longest. Although he remained
loyal to the Nehru family until his last

him —was the UPA's vic-
tory in the 2009 clections. While UPA-1won
Singh laurels, UPA- proved tobe his undo-
ing. Scandals like the 2G scam, coal scam,
and telecom scam destroyed his govern-
ment's credibility As clections approached,
in an immature bid to show Singh that his
authority was over, Rahul Gandhi publicly
trashed an ordinance moved by Singh's go
emment in 2013 to save comvicted legisla-
tors from disqualification.

Singh cm:lr:d his tenure as prime minis-

breath, his greatest wias as fi-
nance minister under prime minister PV
Marasimha Rao, from 1991 to 1996, with the
decimation of the Mehruvian legacy of the
socialist economic model. Interestingly,
Singhwas not the first choice for the post —
Rao had wanted bureaucrat |G Patel for the
Jjob — but he was certainly the best choice,
“People say | was an accidental prime min-
ister, but | was also an accidental finance
minister,” Singh once quipped. Those five
yearsin the finance ministry were undmsbt-
edly the most sucoessful years for Singh, as
he dismantled the license raj and bed India
into the age of globalisation.

As the country registered credible eoo-
nomic progress inearly 30005 under the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government, Singh re-
mained love-profile, failing to enter the Lok
Sabha and settling for a seat in the Rajya
Sabha. Despite all indices pointing to a pe-
riod of good governance, the Vapayee gov-
emment lost badly in the 2004 Pariament
election, winning just 138 seats, seven less
than Congress. Congress president Sonia
Gandhi's surprise decision to forgn the post
of prime minister led to the mantle falling

ter,with. for the Congress
party in the 2014 elections, which reduced
it tor a historichow, Singh should have retired
after that as he himself announced. But the
party wanted him to continue in the Upper
Hoasewhere he spent scveral passive years
before ill health forced him o withdraw
In 2004, The Economist called him “the
unexpected new leader”, In 2009, Lal
Krishna Advani called him “the weakest
prime minister”, In 2014, his political aide
Sanjay Baru, in a tell-all book about Singh's
tenure, called him “the accidental prime
minister”, Five years later, in 2019, a movie
wias also made with the same title.
Manmohan Singh had hoped that “his-
tory would be kinder” to him twill be, to
the child of partitioned India who rose
throagh hard work to the high office, tothe
honest and genthe soul who WO not marny
enermics, isterwho pulled
Indiaout ofits socialist mess — but not, per-
haps, to the bhishmae pitamah who, as prime
minister, placed |oyalty above Raj Dharma,

The writer, president, indio Foundation,
s with the B Views are personal

TOREAD OR NOT TO

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Letting the
meadder diwn(1E, Decemiber 27). The de-
cision made by the India Post to discon-
tinuethe Book Post Service is saddening.
Wie all kenow the importance af books,
and how reading is the best way to gain
insight and knowdedge, This service was
anexcel lent initiative that allowed peo-
ple tosend 5 kg of books for only Rs 80,
bt now, people will be required tosend
tthem as registered parcels, which wall re-
sult in charges at least three times the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A cultural
touchstone’ (IE, December 27). M T
Vasudevan Nair was a remarkable cul-
tural figure who left his imprint on the
worlds of word and cinema. He was ho-
‘noured by the Sahitya Akademi and the
Inanpith, among others, while his flms
fetched him seven National Awards,
However, M Ts impact on Kerala's cul-
ture went beyond these accolades. He
stood apart in Kerala asa publicintellec-
tual for his independent views and will-
ingness to criticise the state, His sensi-

d finesse in

earliercost. With the rise of
and low attention spans, this :Il:l:lswn

and tensions in
endeared  him  to

sketching the
relationships

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A cultural
touchstone’ (1E, December 27). M T
Vasudevan Nair's body of work is a re-
markable reflection of Kerala's land-
scapes, history, and complex socio-po-
litical fabric, masterfully woven with
literary brilliance. For nearly seven
decades, he explored the tensions be-

could make reacling obsolete, gmratluns u{n:adcrs The outpour of
Singh, New Dethi griefat he affection
and respect he gained as a writer over

KERALA'S ICON he decades.

Khokan Das, Kolkain

FAREWELL, DR SINGH

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Dr Singh
walle into history{ 1E, December 27), The
dermise of Dr Manmaohan Singh, former
Prime Minister of India, marks the end of
anera, J'\s thl: an:h]tttt of India’s eco-

with personal stories, drawing inspira-
tion from literary masters lile Basheer
and Varkey. M T's writing, deeply con-
mected to the land and culture of Kerala,
made him a cultural icon. His passing is

tween tradition and mod) caste  momic 19‘]}5 hlspuhr
and class, and the fhero-  ces helpedt

ismand human Hisiconic  dosed, BOOnomy hcrum:a(
works neshaped literature  the fastest-g economies in the
and cinema by combining mythology  workL his peditical carcer. Singh's

legacy as a scholar, a man:sman, and a
mertor to o

icymalaers will endure, His loss I.cMs a
i ookt = oot

the hiearts of those who admired his hu-

asignificant loss, not just toli but ity inteflect, Tmimit-
tothe heart of Indian storytelling. ment tothe nation’s progress.
Ananya Anil New Delhi Sanjay Chiopra, Malali
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ROM THE vantage paint, the
greyish-green Slang river and
the hills it snakes between are
serene, The 5iang, which un.
leashes its fury in the monsoons,
I8 almost languid in the winter. The fields on
either side are lush with crops grown by
farmers from the surrounding villages
packdy, millets, greens and vegetables — and
trees laden with the region’s famous oranges

“You just need tw see this view to under
stand wity people here instinctively oppose
adarm on the river, That land by the rver is
our livelihood, Once it goes underwater, we
will bose everything,” says Dubit Siram, 30,

His village, Parong, is one of three along
the Siang in Arunachal Pradesh earmarked
as paossible sives for what will be India's
largest hydropower project, the proposed
Stang Upper Multipurpose Praject {SUMP).

‘While a large section of residents from
thee Acli tribse e villages in the state's Lipper
Skang and Siang districts fear the loss of their
Farmilands and homes to the proposed proj
ect, they are now facing increasing pressure
Tt thee government to et the wark begin
Earlier this month, the state requisitioned
the Central Armed Police Forces [CAPF) o
tackle any resistance to the project

The goviernmient's stand s that the SUMP
I ot “just any ydropower praject”, butan
effort essentlal to "save” the river by coun
tering the effects of China's dam building ac
tivitbes further upstream in Tibet. As re
ported by news agencies this week, China
has approved the construction of what will
be the world's largest hydropower dam,
kicking off the long-talked about praject on
the eastern rim of the Tibetan plateau, close
to Arunachal Pradesh, that
has the potential to affect
millions downstream in
India and Bangladesh,

As authorities press for a
Pre-Feasibility Repost (PFR)
a preliminary analysis to as
sess the probable cost of a
project and its feasibility ina
given area, this belt has be-
come a hotspot of activity
and deepening fault lines,
While the state |5 pushing to
begin the surveys thiswinter,
the affected villages are witnessing demon
stratdons, meetings and mobilisation drives
agalnst this almost everyday.

Police For

the project

Dependence on agriculture

“The land by the river is the only plain area
here wihere we can grow our crops. Nearly
everybody Is dependent on agriculture here,
There are lmited government jobs, no indus

Earlier this month,
unachal Pradesh
requisitioned the

Central Ar

(CAPF) to tackle
i!]l}' |'i'.‘|ll.“|<'|“ﬂ-i' to

THE SIANG UPPER MULTIPURPOSE PROJECT

Not without resistance

Afeeling of disquiet hangs heavy in the air in two districts along the Siang river in Arunachal Pradesh,
where protests against a hydel project, larger in scale than any ongoing ones in India, are building up
due to fear of losses — of homes, land and everything familiar, SUKRITA BARUAH travels to Siang
district, where the pushback from the people is bigger than the push for the mammoth dam

Indligenous Farmers' Forum (SIFF), which is
leading the protests and comprises farmers
Trom the aflected reglon, estimates that 13
villages are at risk of being completely suls
merged, while farmlands could be sub.
merged at 27 others.

The Adi resichents here revere the Slang as
a provider, referring to it as Aane (mather)
Skargg, Cultheation om it banks was encouraged
and Eacilated |y the state alter Independence
o e anvaty o shilfting culthvation n the
lillls. Sowhile setthed agriculture along the rver

o pand kheti as locals call it — s G0 years old

among the farmers of this belt, they are now
completely depencent on it

“Look arcund you," says Gao, pointing to
the steep hill Further up the village, "It s jun.
gles and rocks, There is no water there

Wherewill we go and where will we farm?" (Top) The Slang in Arunachal Pradesh: (above) a ritual being conducted by
The residents are especially worried Ricw at a bridge over the river. Sukrita Baruaf
the state's decision this
manth to deploy nine com
panies of the CAPF and acd
tional police forces at the
pmpmln-cl project sites and b UPPERSIANG
l MNHPC offices. The forces have SIANG
me not yet arvived but news of ]
the decision spread panic ARUMACHAL ) r\ll:lli::“l\‘l‘lr;ll
and suspicion and has lent PRADESH  pgehar —
greater urgency to those op
posing the project, spurring
demonstrations in different INDHA Ditsrugarty
. anagar
villages. Their fear has a =
precedent — in 2016, two -
anti-cam activists were gunned down by the Tezpur o Jurhat
police in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang,
“We are worried that if they (Central A
forces Jcome, they will restrictour movement gl WL fre
and hold us captive in our villages so the sur Sl
vy can happen, We cannot allow such zor
sabardast [ coercion),” says Opak Gan, 57.She
I e of the women from Parong who were, "

until recently, kn pinga vigll near the survey

tries, no lactores o other Inthis
remaote place, We feed our families off the
Faerms el sefl prochuce to educate our children
1F o Land i submerged, there is nothing lor
us," says Tarik Gao, 47, another resident of
Parong and amember of the village panchayat
SUMP has faced opposition since it was
first |||II|IIN llllvlllrl\lll Aayog in 2017, But
xgMnst it
Increased this year, Wlilll‘um‘l mment
Tanctionaries say the precise scale of the proj
ect will only be ascertained after feasibility
surveys, a preliminary report submitted by
the National Hydroelectric  Power
Corporation | NHPC ) in December 2022 tothe
Central Electrical Authority was for an 11,000
MW project with a reservodr capacity of 9 b
lion cubic metres. This makes the project sev
eral times larger in scale than other projects
currenthy in the worles in the country,
The three sites earmariced for SUMP are
Paroag and Dite Dime in Slang district, and
Ugeng in Upper Siang district. The Slang

il ¥ s, With har
vest season pic Iulwupp.lﬂ' the wanmen have
halted thelr vigil for the time being,

Adefunct school intheirvillage as been
plcked as one of the places  accommadate
the forces, and the district administration has
Iasued instructions for it to be prepared for
thieir arrival, The night after a water connec
i to the sehool was set up, some uniden.
tified protesters broke and removed the pipe.

In the face of swelling discontent, Chiel
Minister Pema Khandu travelled to Boleng,
the district headguarters of Siang districe, last
week to make an appeal to the locals,

CM visit and ‘water bomb'

The Sang eriginates near Mount Kallashin
Tibset, where It is known as the Yarlung
Teangpo. | traverses over 1LOO0 km eastward
b fore forming a horseshoe bend around the
toawering Namcha Barwa peak and entering
Arunachal Prachesh asth ng, Further down
streamm, in Assam, it joins tributaries like the

ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT

HThe 11,000-MW Siang Upper
Multipurpose Project was first
proposed by the NITI Aayog in 2007

l.'\\pf:.\ preliminary report by the
ich

pmpw o project, the reservoir
capacity is expected to be 9 billion
e metres

W Three sites have been earmarked
Tor the project in Slang district’s
Paromg and Dite Dime, and Ugeng in
Upper Slang district

W Around 13 villages in the region
and |.1rtr|.1.|tulnn zml:rrvlll.mm

"It ds not just the Slang area and the Adi
people who will be alfected. The effects will
o dhown o thee Brahmaputra in Assam and
all the way to Bangladesh. The Adi commu
nity anl the Slang are thed together since their
origins. Do you want that in the winter, you'll
e abiber b walk or foot from the rver’s east
Dackte fts west bank? ... China will make its
darm there for sure. [t s just a matter of time,
I they one day release the water, have you
ever Imagined the extent of damage it will do
from Tuting to Pasighat? The impact will be
50 horrible that water will flows 15 metres over
the teawn of Pasighat, Guwahati will also be
submerged.... This is not a hydropower dam,
This is for the future of the Adi community,
of the Skang river.” the CW had said,

The term “water bomb'” is one that is fre-
gquenthyused by government functionaries to
wiarn residents about the possible effects of
such a dam, even while the
locals oppesing the project
remain sceptical, wondering
Hthe chaims are exaggerated.

Chants on a bridge

This Monday, dozens of
willagers from Riew, another
affected village, who are op
pased tothe project gathered
onthe Dite Dime bricge over
the Stang, With chants led ly
the elders among them, they
hield a ritual praying for thedr
land to be protected from the project.

"W will become refugees like Chakmas
and Hagongs, There is no question of com
pensation, We have been an this land for
humdreds of years,” says Tashong Jamoh, 60,
one of thise who joined the rituals. He was
speaking of the roughly ene lakh Chakmas
and Hajongs from the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
then in east Pakistan and in present-day
Bangladesh, who had fled to Arunachal
Pradesh since the 19605 after their land was
submerged by the Kaptai dam praject

Unlike many other more strident local
volces against the dam, Mongor Tamuk, 39,
another resident of Riew at the ritual, says
he could have been on board “if the system
was good”,“They have to look after our basics
before talking about national ssues, We can
naot be treated like ball ka bakra (sacrificial
lambs ). Whatever they are Llnms.. they

The term

function
wa

Dibangand Lohit to become the Brahmaputra
O SUMP being touted as a counter to
concerns over China planning the world's
largest dam at reportedly G0,000-MW ca
pacity on the Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet's
Medog county, officials say the Slang project
andd its resenvodr could counter water diver

ston from the Tsangpo to water-scarce parts
of China and the possibsility of sudden release
of water from such adam

In his speech to the locals in Boleng,
Khandu sakd such a dam in Tibet — and ot
thee darmming of the Siang — was the real ex
Isteritial threat o the Adi comimuinity,

epaper.indlanexpress.com .. .

loing by . They want toser
nsteac of umlllu',lmlul village and talking
o us. There was anly one public meeting in
ourvilkage on this issue in Sepeember, which
was organised by the All Riew Students’
Union instead of by them," he says.

The other such meeting this year, ad
dressed by loeal MLAS and SIFF leaders, was
held inOctober in Yingkiong, the Upper Siang
district headguarters, Thistoo was organised
by the All Upper Slang District Students’
Ustbes A attermnpt at a public meeting by the

“water
homb" is being
frequently used by
government

1locals about
the possible effects
of such a dam

Slang District Collector in Parong in October
was boyeotted by most residents who say
theywant conversations with ‘decision mak
ers'in the government instead,

Meanwhile, state government represen
tatives insist that they want dialogue,
Arunachal Cabinet Minister Ojfing Tasing, the
MLA from the Pangin constituency in Slang,
claims l“dl -nll:'lumml lll.llllgllr are being

wiled by th t.
me who was inc ull‘xllnll\' one m ||u-
biggest leaders of the anti-dam movementin
the same reglon against progects on the Siang
in the 20008, says, “"When a representative
goes toavillage, activistsdon't let people meet
thern, When Dwent to the meeting i Riew,
they did not allew us to make our presenta
tion. The governiment is clear itwants to talk,
but the people are betrg misled.”

He says the Central and state govern.
maents are looking to offer *lndia’s best com
pensation” tothose affected, "but they need
tocome to the table to discuss it

However, even those not opposing the
progect say they need more than just the gov
erfirment'sword. These inclucde Tamat Paban,a
o Burer [ village-level Functionary | from
Parong who daims o be “neutral” on the sub
Ject. Gaon Burns fromthe affected districts have
b ealled for meetiings at th alfices of their
respective District Collectors multiple times
this year to create support for the surveys.

“Itiscertain that v will lose our fammlands,
bt the District Collector has sald thatvillagers
will et four to five the normal compensation
because it's a project of national importance,
He said those wholose their howses will be e
habdlitated, ane medical facilities and schools
will beset up for development, Thase it op
posed to the project say it
st be ersured that when
the compensation comes, it
comes directly to us, not
through third parties, But
these are things that have
been promised; there ks noth
Ingon paper” says Pabsin

Despite the resistance on
the ground, the government
says it s confident of starting
the surveys soan. “Tobe frank,
there s a lotof push from both
e Centre and the stabe gov-
ernment to move ahead with this project,
given itsimportance, but thereisa loted objec
tion from the SIFF. Naturally, there are objec
tons toevery dam project, W are working on
how to win the confidence of the people,
wheether it takes 10 days or 10 months,” says
Minong Ering West Pasighat MLA and aclvisor

the Minister for Hydro Power [ pment,

Local NHPC officials said the “campaign”
For outreach tovillagers will now be concucted
by members of village-level sub-committees,
the SUMP Development Committee, consti
tuted by thee state, which villagers in Gvourof
the survey have been called bo join

W want to explain to people that the
survey is a very preliminary step. Based on
this survey, one of the three sites will be se.
bected, After that, there will be extensive in
vestigation, the emdronmental impact as
sessmentwill be done and the compensation
related data will be collected. Public hear
inggs will be conducted before the DPR (de-
tailed project report] is sent for approval,
Without public appeoval, o funds will be al
lotted to the pregect,” sald the officlal,

But Gegong Jijong. president of
Yingldong-based SIFF, says the resistance to
this first step will continue, “If the PR finds
the area feasible, there will be no terning
back, Such a big dam has never been bullt
anywhere in this country, that too right
arming himan settlements.”

S
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PAPER WITH PASSION

A silent crusader

Dr Manmohan Singh a reluctant pn]itician yeta resilient

leader and a gentleman is no more bue his h;gucy lives on
The man with the vision and seffless dedication 1o the nation, Dr Manmohan Singh

is no maore. Dr Singh passed away on December 26, 2024, at the

age of 92. Dr

Singh, a towering figure in Indian politics and economics, breathed his last at the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences. His demise marks the end of an era defined by
humiity, intellect and steadfast dedication to nation-building. Dr Manmahan Singh's con-
tributions to India’s economic and political landscape are unparalleled, Widely regard-
ed as the architect of India”s 1991 economic reforms, Singh's tenure as Finance Minister
under Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao was transformative, At a time when the Indian
aconomy teetered on the brink of bankruptey, Singh inroduced a series of bold maa-
sures that liberalised the economy, dismantied the license raj and opaned the doors to
foreign investment. These reforms not only rescued India from an economic crisis but
also set the stage for decades of robust growth and development. During his tenure,

omists.

Singh's policies prioritised the devaluation of the rupee,
moderation of taxes, privatisation of public sector enter-
prises and encouragement of Foreign Direct Investmant
(FDI). These initiatives catalysed India's transition into
a globally integrated economy and solidified his rep-
utation as one of the nation's most accomplished econ-

Known as a reluctant politician, Dr Singh's foray into
politics was driven by a profound sense of duty rather
than ambition. When he assumed the role of Prime
Minister in 2004, heading the Congress-led United
Progressive Aliance (UPA) government, he brought the
same commitment and vision that had defined his

career as an economist. Serving two consecutive terms until 2014, Singh's leadership
was marked by both humility and resclve, One of the most defining moments of his
tenure was the Indo-US nuclear deal in 2008, a landmark agreement that underscored
his courage and conviction. Despite staunch opposition from the Left Front, which led
to their withdrawal of support, Singh's government survived a vote of confidence, thanks
to the support of the Samajwadi Party. The deal elevated India's status on the global
stage and symbolised his unyielding dedication to the nation's sirategic interests. Dr
Singh was often described as a ‘gentleman leader,” a man of integrity who preferred
dialogue over confrontation. His humility was legendary, yvet he was resolute when it
came to principles. Throughout his career, he commanded respect across party lines,
not just for his intellect but for his moral rectitude. His tenure as Prime Minister may
have been criicised for perceived passivity, but his calm demeanour and quiet deter-
mination left an indelible mark on Indian governance. A seven-day period of mourning
Is a fitting tributa by the nation to a great visionary. His last rites will be conducted with
full state honours. While his absence lzaves a void, his contributions to India's progress
and his example of selfless service will continue to inspire generations. Om Shanti.

Tourists enjoy paragicing ater iresh snowtall, in Solang valizy in Mana

Why RSS chief’s push for

large families 1s out of step

K 5 TOMAR

By advocating outdated solutions to demographic trends, Bhagwat's vision risks
deepening societal divisions and ignoring the socio-economic realities of today

ashtriya Swayamsevak
ﬂ.m'?; {RSS) chief
Mohan  Bhagwat's
recent appeal for larg-
er families, framed as
a response to perceived demo-
gr-.lpl}ﬂc challenges, reveals a
worldview rooted in traditional-
ism, This perspective clashes
with the pn ive social, cultur-
8 hos of mod-
ern India. While presented as a
solution to counter declining
population trends, Bhagwats
remarks have ignited debates
over thelr communal under-
tones, potential t deepen gender
inequality, and disconnection
from contemparary realities,
Bhagwat's remarks are part of a
larger discourse on demograph-
ic imbalances, often aimed at
minority communitie is
rhetoric fosters fear, undermines
social harmaony, and contradicts
Indias pluralistic traditions,
Tioday's youth prioritise quality of
life over El'gcr }mni]im influenced
by rising living costs, can
rations, and financial 3
Bhagwat's appeal appears dis-
connected from these realities,
Iighlighting a gap between wadi-
tionalist agendas and contempo-
rary Indian values,
The RSS chiel’s observations
clash with India’s family planning
efforts from the late 19608 an
19708 when the emphasis was on
amall famil eny former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, during
her tenure, highlighted the dan-
gens of unchecked population
growth, stressing the need for
planned families.
Bhagwat's outdated stance ignores
this historical context and the
progress India has made in pop-
ulation stabilisation through edu-
cation, healthcare, and women’s
empowerment. Bhagwat’s propos-
:I‘H‘ [amilies to have mare chil-
dren is based on the argument
that declining fertility rates threat-
en the survival and dominance of
certain communities,
This narrative, oflen accompanied
by alarmist rhetoric about popu-
lation imbalances, underscores
divisive politics, Although demo-
graphic trends warrant atten-
tion, his suggested solution dis-
regards socio-economic realities
4 TEgTEssive norms,

spi-

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has
echoed similar sentiments,
advocating for larger families
in his state,

However, such approaches
seem out of step with modern
Indias aspirations, India is
ot experiencing a population
decline but rather a dowdown
in growth.

According to the National
Family Health Survey-5
(NFHS-5), the Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) has dropped to 2.0,
bebow the replacement level of
2.1, This trend reflects
advancements in education,
healthcare, and women’s
autonomy, While policymale-
s glnbnlfy wview such develop-
ments as markers of progress,
Bhagwat's remarks frame this
dernographic shift as a cultur-
al an mﬁgiﬂm issue, perpet-
uating communal narratives
that risk deepening societal
divisions,

Bhagwat's outdated stance
igmores this historical context
and the progress India has
made in population stabilisa-
tion through education,
healthcare, and women’s
empowerment. The RS5%
vision aligns with traditional
family structures, where
wamen are expected to priori-
tise domestic roles,

By advocating for larger fam-
ilies, Bhagwat inadvertently
reinforces these outdated

-

d.:prmllrn.:y and limiting
women's agency,

Central to Bhagwat's argu-
ment is & patriarchal notion
that reduces women to their
reproductive roles, His call
for more children disregards
women's aspirations, autono-
my, and wellbeing, placing an
undue burden on them.

Resource Constraints

BHAGWAT'S With a population exceeding
QOUTDATED STANCE 14 billion, India faces severe
resource constraints, inchading

IGNORES THIS  fond imsecurity, water scarcity,
HISTORICAL $24,, SnSpmietmen
CONTEXT AMD THE  exacerbate these issues, r]acjng
further strain on public ser-

PROGRESS INDIA  vices and natural resources,

Insdias youth population, ofien

HAS MADE IN hailed as a demographic divi-

POPULATION dend, grapples with high
unemployment rates.

STABILIZATION The Centre for Monitoring

Indian Economy (CMIE

THROUGH reports that unm{’\pl:yynmn

EDUCATION amnu; those aged 15-29

" exceeds 20 per cent, Without

HEALTHCARE, AND  job creation, additional pepu-

' ation growth risks turming this

WOMEN'S dwishr:d indo a liability, E\di.a

EMPOWERMENT s among the countries most

vulnerable to climate change,
Global mljr{m:ﬂmrc advocate
for sustainahle devel

chaice, Bhagwat’s remarks dis-
miss these values, echeing
authoritarian tendencies that
clash Indian democracy.
Family planning decisions are
deeply pcrs.nnﬁ and should
not be influenced by socio-
palitical agendas,
Intervening in such choices
undermines personal free-
dowms and contradicts the prin-
ciples of modern India, In a
country where maternal mor-
tality remains a concern and
reproductive healthcare is
uneven, wrging women to
have mare children intensifies
exlating vulnerabilities, Instead
of alarmist rhetoric, Indids
leadership should focus on for-
ward-looking policies to
address demographic con-
cerns constructively: Improved
access to education, particular-
ly for girls, is key to stab 5
population growth, Educate
women are more likely to
make informed reproductive
choices, contributing to sus-
tainable demographics and
enhancing  Healthcare,
Investing in maternal and
child healthcare can reduce
maortality rates and improve
quality of life,
FPolicies

making Bhagwats vision seem
ned with contemporary
priorities,
Cultural
Disconnect
Indlials ethos is rooted in diver-

amd  Ethical

ing the youth
and enhancing employability
can transform India’s demo-
graphic potential into an asset,

(Writer is a senior political

analyst and strategic affairs
colummist; views are

trend
erestingly,

Homeschooling: Affordable

and holistic education option

RACHMA LAKHPATI

Homeschooling is transforming its image from an unconventional option to a

widely accepted educational route as many parents opt for this affordable choice

ith the rising costs
of living, an increas-
ng number of par-

ents are reevaluating the con-
ventional approach to educa-
tion, An increasi
families mationwi
ing homeschooling as a legit-
imate and empowering
jon compared to tradition-
al education systems,
The choice is influenced not
only by financial considera-
tions but also by a commit-
ment to nuriure the child in
a manner that aligns with
their unique needs and the
familys valwes, For many
years, traditional education-
al instintions have been the
cornerstone of childhood
learning. However, nowa-
days, an ever-growing num-
ber of parents are questioning
whether the significant
expenses associated with pri-
vate education, or even the
costs of public schooling,
truly justily the investment,
The homeschooling move-
ment presents a compelling
argument: education can
occur beyond the confines of
traditional classrooms, The
main factor driving this
change is the expense
involved, Education, particu-
larly in private M:hn)(uL. oftens

presents a challenging list of
costs: twition, uniforms, trans-
portation, exteacurriculars,
and supplies, Homeschooling
greatly alleviates these finan-
cial burdens. Parents now
have the opportunity to invest
in easential resources such as
top-notch educational mat
rials, enline courses, or tai-
lored coaching—all designed
to cater to their childs unique
needs.

Moreover, homeschooling
encourages families o tap
into their creativity and
resourcefulness. Libraries, free
online resources, and com-
munity programmes provide
abursdant learning opportuni-
ties with minimal or no
expense, Ina time filled with
numerous digital resources,
parenis have the ability to
craft a curriculum that is
both cost-effective and thor-
ough. In addition tw reducing
expenses, there are numerous

other factors contributing o
the rising popularity of home-
schooling
Parents h’nld the view that
homeschooling can signifi-
cantly enhance a childs per-
sonal and academic develop-
ment. In contrast 1o conven-
tional educational institu-
tions, homeschooling offers
remarkable flexibility, allow-
ing lessons o align with &
childs intevests, ln:erLingJuL'L‘.
and preferred methods of
engagement.,
A Emnm passionate about
science, for instance, can ded-
Icate additional time to exper-
iments and practical activities,
while those with a flair for the
arts can unleash their creativ-
ity free from the limitations of
arigid schedule. Another key
factor is the importance of
comprehensive development.
Homeschooling transcends
traditional textbooks and
offers genuine, real-world
learning  experiences.
Cooking transforms into a
blend of maths and chem-
istry; gardening embodies
s of biology and sus-
v, @ visit to the nuse-
um or park imparts lessons in
history and ecology.
These activities, a‘r.lnng h
practical knowledge, foster

family connections—some-
thing that seems rare in
today's world, Certainly,
homeschooling comes wit
its drawbacks, Concerns have
been woiced by critics regard-
ing socialisation and the stress
it imposes on parents

Mevertheless, families who
choose to homeschool have

address these issues, includ-
ing forming co-op groups,
engaging in community
sports, and coordinating
up field trips,
s signifies a movement
towards :I.ppn.‘(l:ﬂillﬁ cosl-
effectiveness, adaptability, and
personal expression in educa-
tion—a tendency expected to
expand as households adjust
o financial circumstances,
Ultimately, homeschoaling
transcends being merely an
educational opticr
fes a declaration of empower-
ment, For parents aiming to
reshape education in a way
that resonates with their val-
wes, this journey offers not
Just information but a pro-
foundly rewarding experi-
ence for both themselves and
their children.
( The writer is a motivator
and a freelance writer; views
’ are personal)
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MANMOHAN SINGH PASSES AWRY
Madam — The sad demise of former PM
Dr Manmohan Singh is an irreplaceable
loss to the nation, Singh will be remem-
bered as the statesman who saved the
Indian econamy from going over the edge,
When he took over as finance minister in
the minerity government of Narasimbha
Rao in 1991, the Indian economy was very
close to sovereign default. Foreign
exchange reserves were barely enough
cover a month of imports, and the coun-
try had to suffer the ignominy of having
1o ship its gold reserves to England,
Allof that would change with the famous
1991 Budget which Manmohan Singh pre-
sented, and the industrial deregulation that
sccompanied the Budget, Hailed as an
architect of Indias economic liberalisation,
he served as Prime Minister from 2004 to
2014 During his tenure, he spearheaded
wransformative policies that shaped India’s
modern economic landscape, His leader-
ship saw India achiev highest GDP
growth rates, and his role in the Indo-US
nuclear deal significantly enhanced Indias
global stature. India is on its way to becom-
ing the third-largest economy in the
world in a couple of years, and the seeds
of Indias g;(vm]i\ story were sowed during
the economic reforms, More than three
decades later, there is as big a consensus
fior reforms in India as there was opposi-
tion to it when the process started.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

DIPLOMATIC CHALLENGE FOR INDIA

Madam— A formal request by Bangladesh
o India o extradite former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who fled to India after she
was ousted by mass student-led protests,
poses a severe diplomatic challenge for
India. Dhaka has chosen her path, and it
does not seem to be interested in normal-
ising ties with Indin; hence this extradi-
tion path, The extradition request and the
political developments around Hasina's
asylum in India have the potential to influ-
ence India-Bangladesh relations signifi-
cantly, and it requires deft diplomatic han-
dling by both nations, Hasinas presence

. s 9
- e |
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irat Koili found himself in an awkward
Vaimutinﬂ when he was in the midst of a

controversy over an altercation with
Australian debutant Sam Konstas, it was a
lucky escape for Virat Kohli an day 1 of the
fourth test at Malbourne, which otherwise
would have endad as a typical “Boxing® Day
episade, The 19-year-ald teenager has nat
spared the Indian bawders, induding Jasprit

in India and her public statements against
the interim government have sir:l.inn‘ﬁcl-.l-
tioms between the two countries, which
have further been worsened by the per-
secution of Hindus and other minorities
in Bangladesh,

India is examining the request on legal
grounds, but India can refuse extradition,
citing political nawre or
concerns, but ultimately i in
for purely political reasons, The ball is
firmly in India’s court, and if India sends
her back, we would seal her fate as she is
bound to face the death penaley in Dhaka,
and if it rejects this request, then we should
be ready %T‘mnm hostility from our neigh-
bour, and our ties would go from bad to
wiorse, Whatever India chose to do will
have long-term ramifications on this
whole region.

Bal Govind | Noida
EMPOWERING RURAL ECONOMY

Madam — The government is committed
o revitalising the rural economy through
conperation, recently inaugurating 10,000
Multipurpose Primary Agricubtural Credit

ICC fines Virat Kohli

Bumrah, in his attacking G0 runs, which was
a treat bo watch. 1t was an intentional act cap-
tured in-camara when Kohli appeared to be
dashed against Konstas in the middle whike
walking across, which sparked an ancourtar.
Watching this, the Aussis lagend Ricky
Ponting and England's Michasl Vaughan were
nuick to voice their opinians, calling for ICC
action,
Kohli has been slapped with a fine of 20 per-
cent of his match fee and given one demarit
point bry the ICC as well, This is not the expact-
od behaviour from a batter who played 121
tests, 205 ODIs, and 125 T20s, If Kohli was
baffled by Konstas belligerence, he should
have praved his worth as a batter in the mid-
dia rathaer than engaged himseif with the intim-
idating tactics, which can be construed as
cheap for all his calibre.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

Societies (PACS), These societies not
only generate employment but also ensure
optimal resource availability and connect
farmers’ produce o international market
nljgninF with the vision of “Prosperity
through Cooperation.”
PACS, as the cornerstone of the cooper-
ative three-tier structure, play a pivotal role
in rural upliftment by addressing needs
like credit, fertilisers, storage, and water
management. The government aims to
establish 2 lakh PACS in five years,
strengthening rural infrastructure and pro-
mating unity, harmony, and self-reliance,
Too revive dormant PACS and establish new
ones, a detailed Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) has been developed, tar-
geting the setup of PACS in 15,000 villages,
These societies are evolving into hubs of
multifaceted services, including digital
amenities like ticket bookings and finan-
cial inclusion via RuPay Kisan Credit
Cards and micro- ATMs,

RK Jain | Barwani
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Trump gloom or green

LIONEL LAURENT

fter Cowvid-19 and Russia's invaslon

of Ukraine, is Europe sbout to get

t5 next existential shock in the
shape of Donald Trump? From trade to
defensce to tech, the combination of mer-
cantilism and MAGA ks going to hurt —
but hopefully also jolt Europeans out of
typical complacency.

The list of reasons for the European
Undon to worry ks long. The open, trade-
arented 27-member union thrives in pre-
dictable, rules-based environments that

put commerce first and conflict second.
‘That's butter for the Tremplan knife, with
the incoming preskdent preferring to move
fast, apply pressure and transact bilaterally.
Even before getting his feetunder the Oval
Office desk, he's leaning on Ukmaing's
Volodymyr Zelenskiy to cut a deal with
Vladimir Putin to end the Russian invasion
and threatening allies with a blanket 10
percent tariffto redress deeply held griev-
anceson trade, The combined effect would
be & new security dilemma to Europe’s
east, with EU defence nowhers near ready
o plck up the slack of a US plvet to Asla,
and areduction of EU gross domestic pro-
duct by (L3 per cent by 2026 if tariffs
happen. according to Cltigroup Inc.

The unity keeping Europe together s
also getting weaker. Unlike MrTrump's first
term, which produced that remarkable
image of Germany's Angela Merkel and
assorted G-7 partners staring down a defi-
ant American president, the list of leaders
ahlie to rally support in the face of a fraying
trans-Atlantie relationship is Post-It-slzed.

shoots? Europe’s year ahead

France's Emmanuel Macron has gone
from walldng on water to getting drenched
— and may not see out his second term.
Ms Merkel's successor, (Haf Scholz, lseven
more unpopular and faces elections in
February. Europe's far right Is gaining and

and its 440 million consumers gives the
Brussels machine genuine sway, has seen
war-gaming begin in earnest. This means
identifying carrots w pre-emptively offer
M.r lmmpw mbalmaml.ﬁ billion EL-
h as buying move energy,

getting an unexpected boost from Elon
Musk's wealth and influence. 5tll, even if
a coterle of Trump whisperers like Italy's
Clorgla Meloni and Hungary's Viktor
Orbanseesthelr influence rse, everyone's
playing with a weak hand. Investors
already concerned by the EL's economic
and tach lag relative to the US (and China)
are voting with their wallets.

It is just about possible to glimpse a
silver lining, or the contours of a response
taking shape, amid the gloom. At a recent
gathering of ministers and experts in the
Italian Alps organtsed by Grand Continent,
1'was encouraged by the pragmatism of
eurn elites assessing the EUsability to plan
and respond rather than simply calling for
maore wtopian Hamilion moments. Trade,
one area where the size of the EU market

ds. weapons — and retaliatory tarff
stk;k! ifthey don't work. This won't be easy,
given the scale of what Trump calls a “tre-
mendous deficit.” but it's deable. The next
goal should be the kind of mindset shifi
that can hold a common pan-EU line if Mr
Trump opts to divide and rile by offering
concessions to individual countries.

On security, a truly defence-ready
Europe still looks a distant prospect even
after the bigges: full-scale conflict on home
soil since 1945, Yet here again, the size of
its market may give it 8 voles at the table
when it comes to Ukraine's fate. It should
saize the Initative to play a leading role in
the country's reconstruction, which could
cost up to $486 billion over the next dec-
ade. On top of meeting existing pledges of
€241 billion ($250.7 billion), Europe also

has a card to play in the form of around
%300 billion sanctioned Russlan sovereign

OPINION 7

telecoms. Interest-rate cuts from the
European Central Bank can also drive
demand and repalr battered comporate and
consumer confidence. Maybe some of the
elements of MAGA, from de-bureaucratl-

assets, which have been used ¥ to
help Eyiv withour full r_‘nnﬁ!cmun
Loaking for closer ties with the UK, a lag-
bical defence partner for the EU despite the
bad blood of Brexit, should also bring a
hoost as Kelr Stanmer seeks support against
MrTrump’s tech-industrial-tariff complex.

Finally, the European economy, Ifit can
escape terminal decline, might also serve
as the thread between what Europe needs
and what Mr Trumpowants: A

satlon o China's unfair rade
practices, might be emulated in Europe.
Grabbing these opporunites will
depend on the political instability ar
Europe’s core not getting worse, There ks
at least one reason to be optimistic: The
current frontrunner to succesd Germany's
Scholz — Friedrich Merz — might be the
key to unlocking approcximately 0.7 per
cent of GNP in exara spending by reform-

omousand resilient continent that's driven
by its own consumess rather than exports
o China or impaorts of Bussian gas. Though
it's taken hits from its lack of technology
glants and from a still-fragmented capital
market, this is a market with househaold
savings equivalent to €335 trilllon and with
strong companies. A stack of recent rec-
ommendations from Mario Draghl and
Enrico Letta shows the way to unpicking
red tape, knocking down silos and bulking:
up companies in fragmented sectos like

Ing the h debt brake,
according to UES, which would brighten
prospects. Seill, caution is warranted given
‘what's golng on in France.

Maybe thebest thing one can say shout
2025 for Europe is that expectations could
hardly be lower. While it's Mr Trump'sown.
mood and the health of the US consumer
that will dacide most of how his blows

, Furopeans shouldn's forget thelrown
(limited) abilicy to parry.

Eflnbery
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India’s uncharismaticreformer

VIEWPOINT

DEVARGSHU DATTA

harisma. The late
Cmmmuhanslm had many

mifts, but charisma was naot
oneof them. That lack of charisma
was actually foundational to his
political career and his remarkable
achlevements.

He would, on the basis of his
concrete achievements, be consid-
ered India’s best-ever finance min-
ister and, arguably, the best Prime
Minister. As a lifelong policy wonk,
his combination of intellectual
ability and hard work allowed him
to acqguire the skills required to
handle difficult economic situ-
athons on a vast scale.

Politicians found him unthreat-
ening due to his lack of charisma.
He had no power base, and no
apparent interest in building cne.
Hence, others were willing to let
hirn go throwgh the hard grind of
actually pulling India out of & mon-
umental balance of payment (Bol')
crisls, and rebooting the economy
in the early 1990s. The unthraat-
ening personality of the man was
also why later, he was an effective
Prime Minister. As PM. he deliv-
ered another growth spurt and, fust
incidentally, steered India care-
fully through the worst global
financial crisis in decades.

Charisma wins elections. and
along with associated qualities like
effective demagoguery. personal
charm, and the ability to lie flu-

ently, it is an attribute much
prized by politicians. But char-
isma is not necessarily associated
with the gualities required of a
competent administrator, or a
good policymaker. Just as an
example, think of Adolf Hitler and
Angela Merkel. One had oodles of
charlzma. The other turned
Germany into an economic and
geopolitcal powerhouse,

Singh would have struggled to
win an election. He was in
Parliament, courtesy the Rajya
Sabha. But he did successfully
reboot &n economy mired in trou-
ble, and later managed another
Anancial crisls on an even larger
scale, all while working within
coalitions.

The monumental nature of his
achievemnents is best undarstood
{fyou look at alternative futures —
the might-have-beens for India. In
mid-1991, India was facing a Bol
crisls that could easily have spi-
ralled into years of default and mis-
ery. Indeed, alot of people thought
Itwould. Insimilar clreumstances,
Argentina,  Brazil, Jamaica,
Mexico, Russia, even the Aslan
tigers suffered years of hyper-infla-
tiom, currency collapse, and muin,
or near-ruin.

India could well have ended up
abasket case and a cautionary tale
like Argenting. In 1991, India hed
a BoP crisls. near-zero economic
growth, terrible infrastructure,
insane red tape, and high unem-
ployment. It had to live with
energy imports, which it could
barely cover. India also lacked the
baslc intellectual capital needed
to skill up, due to its under-edu-
cated workforce.

Singh's recipe of a New
Economic Policy that removed the
worst aspects of the Licence Baj
helped accelerate growth to over 6
per cent, from almost zero. A cali-
brated currency depreciation

Future fast-forwarded

EYE CULTURE

KUMAR ABISHEK

wave of Covid-19, a new challenge
merged: Vaceine hesitancy.

Would we fall into the scepticism trap
seen in the West? Enter the digital
heroes! Celebrities and influencers
fAooded social media. uming hash-
tags and posts into a collective cry. for
the jab, These vaccines, di
a pace that pushﬂithe t:oi.mclmﬁnf
medical innovation, by

I:m,aslndla battled the Delta

helped with the trade balance. In
retrospect, Singh wrought an eco-
nomic miracle, Five years after the
BoF crisis, India was not anly
better off compared o 1991
Indians were better off than they
had ever been, period.

Singh also does not get full
credit for managing the subprime
crisis and the subsequent “second
wave” through 2008-12. His early
years as PM colncided with a
period of global prosperity, which
he capitalised on. India had never
enjoyed growth at the rates
achieved during that period.

When the subprime crisis blew
up. he managed to continue deliv-
ering growth. Again, you need to
think of the might-have-beens to
understand the magnitude of his
achievement. The knock-on
effects of the US morgage crisls
led toa second global crisis, which
nearly crippled the European
Union and left the global economy
shaken for years. India survived
almost unscathed.

Through it all. & man who
understood money and lts uses
better than most remained
untouched by personal scandal,
which is also incredible. There
were all sorts of scandals associ-
ated with the two United
Progressive Alliance regimes. But
nobody ever quastioned Singh's
probity — at best, he has
been mocked for his lack of
oratorical skills.

Uniquely among Indian politi-
clans of the 21st century, Singh
wasn't interested in self-aggrandis-
ement, or lining his pockets, or
entiching his family. His children
are highly-educated professionals
who have made their own way.

There will be all sorts of plati-
tudes written about him now, but
they are unnecessary. He would
have found them embarrassing.
His legacy speaks for ltself,

Dr Singh’s other reform

Manmohan Singh's success lay in making a decisive and historic
shift towards the West. Itwas also audacious, in my book even
more sothan the1991 reform, given how little support it had

within the Congress and the UPA

lons of words are being written and

spoken about Dr Manmohan Singh in

hese eouple of days, most of thesa will

focus on the reforms he introdweed in 1991 We:

can understand how his life ks often seen mono-

chromatically by his sdmirers — including those

who don't vote for the Congress and probahly
never have.

Thatsveryunkind tohim in mamnmy ways. One,

It IJmlls mmmdmglegaqrto sumelhlrghehad

e

\‘J‘Jel'dmeMlnlstemF]llila.

Second, it gives him sole credit for the refonm,
even though it was PV Narasimha Rao, then the
Prime Mindster, who carried the political rigk for
what was done in 1991 That reform is, therefore,
a5 much to kao's credit as it is to Singh's.

And third, because it limits his legacy to this

desarves.

Jugaibandhiand denkes him the place he

in our history for the other
substantive contributions he
made as Prime Minkster.
‘These range from strateglc
and forekan affairs to politics.

When Singh  became

strateglc one, as it turned out.

This change was rooted in deep, intellectual
thinking, even more so than the reforms of 1991,
Then, at least there was the alibi of a crisls, the
demands of the IMF. There was no such compal-
shon to reposition India strategically. Thart India
had to warm up to the West is an idea that had
Ieen brewingsince IndiraGandhi's retuen In 1940,
when she was deeply troubled by the Sovietinva-
shon of Afghanistan and India's strategic compal-
sion to back it ar the UN. She did reach out to
Ronald Reagan at Cancin in 1981,

But the relationship didn't pick up pace. Rajiv
Gandhi and then Rao also made some moves,
but these were carefully measured baby steps.
OF course, the Soviet Unlon had disappeared,
but suspicion and scepticism of the US were still
fiormidable. Atal Blhar Vajpayee made some sig-
nificant moves, and was attacked by the
Congress for the "shifi™.

Manmohan Singh's success lay
in making the same shift much
more declsively as the head of a
Congress government. It was also
audarious, in my book even maore

Prime Minister in the sothan the 1991 reform, given how
summer of 2004, much of the little support this had within his
discussion was about what pamy and amongthe LPA
knd of economic agendathe - The Congress was still filled with
UPAwas, 1o fodlow, Was - Cold Warriors, including some of
heesin opephcieat NATIONAL INTEREST Hocenlor s Caniret cotcamucs
from where he and Rao had And 10, Janpath was simply not
left it in 1996, or would he SHEKHAR GUPTA preparad for it. Nor did it see the
return to the keology of his nead or compulsion.

pay and its largest parliamentary ally, the Left
Front? Even the most astute watchars of North
and South Blocks were not prepared forthe more:
substantive and histore changes to come in for-
elgn and strategic policy.

This was especially so given the Congress's
chronic suspicion of the US and the West and lis
persistent  mostalgia for the Non-Aligned
Movement and Third-Worldism. If you had told
someone on the momingof July 24, 1991, that by

Raowould Mehm's.

Forget support, there was deep resistance
— even resentment — in the forelgn service
bureancracy. Mamy there were hoping that with
Vajpayee's MDA gone, there would be a return
tothe Congress normal. Nobody was prepared
fior the opposite. Sonia Gandhi was sceptical
and particularly trusting of the Left leaders,
who saw It &5 an outrage and betrayal. This
became the only issue over which han

viniced 10, Janpath, along with K Natwar Singh,
the old diplomar, foreign minister, and a family
dant.

‘Was it worth the risk? Could the gains from it
e compared with the reform of 19917 Economic
benefit is not always fungble with votes, espe-
clallywhen it comes tothe new middle class. The
izain astrategic change brings s even Jess tangible.
1t will mean nothing in an election, unless you
were able to use this w project the Image of a
strongman ruler adored in global capitals.
Manmohan Singh wasn't designed for that.

Critics said the deal would bring no gigewats
of nuclear power. Our argument was that this deal
wasn't about nuclear power. [t was about a post-
Cold War strateghc repositioning of India as a
friend and partner of the US and the West. That
was how the course of history was changed. Mand
Shankar Alyar, stridently opposed to the deal, got
it right when he told me: “At least you are honest
and card in saying what this deal s,
andwhat itisn't. It En't about nudearpo'wm but
strategic repositioning. That Lo

MNarendra Modi's BJP picked up the baton
and ran with it, but L K Advani's was oj
o the deal. In a 2008 interview, coinclding with
the release of his memedr, Mr Advani taunted
me, saying | was an even bigger supporter of
the deal than the Congress. His BJP called it an
end to India’s strategic autonomy and even
joined hands with the Left in the vote of confi-
dence to defeat the Congress.

‘W know the rest. | will take you hack to two
particular points Manmohan Singh made in his
speech defending the deal. One, he ridiculed Mr
Advand, somewhat uncharacteristically, by saying
that he forced this vote ondy becanse his astrologer
told him that he was going to becomie the Prime
Minister of India

And second, he read cut the immortal lines
from the Tenth Guru, Gum Gobind Singh’s
Dasam Granth, invoking the .u].ﬂvllghn-I fior bless-

intohattle with th "D
sth war moke keh, shubh karman te kabahun
it tevroen i daron arl son b faye foron, nischay
kﬂraij hmm o sh.hm. bless me so [ naver

hing, when
. glve me

1 fling nayself into bartle wit}
th toemerge victor

blnghmkm}d!ownpertyusmsmﬂ!hed

1956 Industrial Policy Resclution with one speech.
fromn the industry minister preceding the Budget
{kan held the industry portfolio), you'd have been
asked to get wour head examined.

You'd need to have been even more brain-
less in the summer of 2004 o imagine that
within a couple of years, a Left-of-Centre
coalition, surviving at the sufferance of the
Left Front with &1 MPs, would be finalising
India’s first substantive treaty with the US. A

cally, itw than the
I991|efcrrm Raodl.dnuthavemypanytmsesm
worry about then, nor did he need the Left.
In konen Sen, then India's am'hassadnr o
S r—— d
ﬂlewnﬂ.d.eme of the Gandhi household. For a
mere detailed story on this, you'll need to wait
fior Mr Sen's memnoidr, which 1 suspect he's in no
hurry to write. This was when he admonished
India’s MPs for running around “lke headless
chickens” Ultimately, he was the cne who con-

1t's a brilliant, stiring verse. [t was also my
school prayer once, in Bathinda, Punjab. In
November 2021, Prime Minister Modi used the
same lines while announcing the withdrawal of
the farm reform laws on the 552nd birth anniver-
sary of Gum Nanak. The same verse from the
Tenth Guru was used to persist with a risky
reform, and tewithdraw one. Ina way thatis both
spiritual and poetic — irunderlines the challenge
and loneliness of the reformer in India.

Bysperialarmmgement with Thebrin

Fithits and Apple Watches nowtrack
woureveryheartheat, while

xenotransplants — like pigongan
transplants — offer new hope for

;Dn:ecmagseamleslyacmss
continents. In India alone. cver 700
million people now usesmartphones.
The government tapped intothis
digital boom to bring bankingto
rematevillages. Aadhaar geveovers
hillion Indians digital identities,

Ontheroads, EVsare stealing the
show —salesare projected tohit 6.7
million units in 2024, up from 139
million in2023. Butextracting rare
earthelements for batteriesstirs
environmental andethical debates.
Self-driving cars, still under

of hope. People — binge-watching
Batflix on high-speed internet and
ordering graceries on thedr smart-

— tumied to the CoWIN app
to book vaccination slots. Ride-hail-
Ing app= stepped in as imprompou
chauffeurs to vaccine centres.

It's asnapshotof just how far
techniology hascarried ussince the
¥2Kera. In25years, cellphones
became smartphones, we decoded the
human genome, and wrestled with.
climate change — frst adding CO2
with sban.d.m d\ens.cmmhl.irgm
trapit.H Pluto,

nd roads
fiood with justa fingerprint. saﬂerandn.m-deasiel
Social media? Oh, it'sbean awild Entertainment and shopplng?
ride. Platforms lljne)(.l-mbmk Radically reshaped Streaming
Instagram. and' platfiorm: 1S patify
Ertendsl'l.ips puwcsandsdfimage dizchs Imedia handingus
Misinformation Ttentond dE-
pd\racybuesche!.md bias-riddled commerce s exploding, withonline

algorithmas. t's adouble-edged sword
—aqual partsunity and chaos.

Generative Allsrewritingthe
rules of creativity, transforming how
wewrite, code, and innovate. While
It sparks productlvity, It also ralses
questions about authenticity, job
securley, and ethics. Meanwhile,
General Allsi

salessetto hit $atrillion globally by
2024. Meanwhile, VE and AR are
bjmdmgdjymm physical worlds,
reatingendless possibilities for

enmensjmnentsndedlm

Spaceexplorationisnowwithin
reach. SpaceX's reusable rockets.
slashed eosts, and Indiaachieved

1

human-like intelligence, pushing
the boundaries of language and
decksion-making. And the future?
Quantum computingis onthe

India rearhedM-u‘s. andwe got gold
colns delivered atour doorsteps in
under 10 minutes, thanksto quick
commerce. Social mediasparked

horizon ed by [EM and
Google, promizing mind-blowing
computational power to crack
problems in medicine and
climate sclence.

ik h 4
Chandrayaan-3moon landing. The

Jamees Webb Space Telescope’s
galades

The riddle ofleadership

BUSINESS &
PURPOSE

R GOPALAKRISHHAN

re are two contrasting

views about great leader-

ship. Business writing has
largely adopted the "Great Man
Theory”, perhaps inspired by
Seottish essayist Thomas Carlyle,
whi wrote: “The history of the
world s but the bingraphy of great
men." American anthropologist
Margaret Mead too had said:
“Never doubt thata small group of

remind usof theuniverse’s vastness.
3D printing is rewrlting the rules
of manufacturing. crafting custom
‘healtheare solutions and affordable
Thousing layer by layer. It'san
exciting time as innovation

revolutions{remember the Arab Healmcmelsunderguhaga reshapes industries.

Spring?). Lopy The Human Injust 25 years, we'vecomea long

newcreative doors. Gmnme}’iulect,mmplehedlnm wa, tumingchallenges into
Backin 2000, the internetwasa unlocked thedoortop But pert i

gentlemurmurondial-up, Now, it'sa
roar! Smartphones have
revolutionised how weconnect, work,
andlearn. The (Phone's 2007 debut.
changed everything — putting
ccameras, maps, and libraries inour
pockets, By 2003, over 6.Bbillion

medicine. CRISPR, unvelled in 2012,
offers hope forcuring hereditary
diseases and cancers. By 2021, over
6,000 clinical tria ks using CRISPR were.
underway. mENAvaccines,
developed duringthe pandemie,

saved millionsof Lves. W hlaz ik

achievement lsn't anysingle
invention but the realisationthat all
these advancementsare

interconnected. They amplifyeach
wther! lal.

. committed eitizens
«can change the world”

On the flip side, Jane Ridley,
professor of Modem History at
Buckingham University, dismisses
the "Great Man Theory" as
“romantic claptrap”. Leo Tolstoy
had felt that “history ks made by
the sumtotal of an infinkte number
of small decisions taken by ordi-
nary  whose actions are too
unremarkable to be documented”,
In the "structural forces” perspec-
tive, geography, economies, tech-
nobogy, and even chance conspire
to Ereat leader.

symphony of innovation that propels
us toward furture.

[doubt if there lsa single truth,
and 1 am inclined to the view about

structural forces, My interest lies
in the world of enterprise. George
W Merck of American pharma
major Merck & Company defined
‘his business purpose altruistically:
“Medicine i for people and not
profits. If you remember that,
profits will follow.” One of his suc-
«cessors, Roy Vagelos, indtlated the
longest-standing donation pro-
gramme in history by supplying
free Ivermectin, Merck's new drug,
for river blindness, to Africans who
«could nat afford to buy the dmg.
The great men of enterprise
include two types: Those with an
insatiable aptitude to chart new
paths (John I Rockefeller, Andrew
Carnegie) or those who could
extract unimaginable efficlency
wout of resources. In particular, the
efflclency extractors are Hondsed
during thelr imes — and, quite
aoften, they are criticised later
Think of Harold Geneen of ITT,
Jack Welch of GE, and Carlos
Ghosn of Renault Nissan,
Efficlency and effectivenass do
not mean the same thing
‘Technological systems lend them-
salves to actions of eficlency, while
social systems desperately cry out
for actions of Pater

must balance efficlency with
effectiveness. Too much of one
can be a killer. When I ask man-
agers whether an

On December 28, when this
article appears, Ratan Tata would
have turned 87, His virtues far
outstripped his frailties. That is
why s0 much was written by so
many, 50 many institutions held
memorial meetings, and so many
causes were | hed to memo-

can eam too much wealth or &
firmcan earn too much profit, my
audience is nonplesed by the sil-
liness of my question. The reality
is that too much wealth or profic
can kill. For example, humans get
axygen through its 20 per cent
presence in air. If one breathes 100
per cent pure oxygen from a cyl-
inder, ome will be dead in days.
Chemical molecubes like fentanyl
heal when consumed in small
doses, but too much kills.
Pre-industrial revolution imes
of Frenchman Honore de Balzac
triggered his remark that behind
evary great fortune there lies an
equally great crime. Modern
enterprises permit legitimate
accumulation of wealth, Very
wealthy entrepreneurs must fig-
ure out what happens after their
tme. Recall how Swami
Vivekananda subtly influenced
Rockefeller in 1894: *1s It possible
that you are merely a conduit for
this wealth?” After several years,
Rockefeller wrote all his wealth to
the Foundation. On

Drucker was regarded as a great
management gur during his life-
time. Charbes Handy, who diad Last
month, disliked being called a
“management gun”. He preferred
tobecalled “asocial philosopher™.
Both Handy and Dnucker focused
their life's work on the effective-
ness vector rather than on the effl-
«clency vector of enterprise.
Society and business organi-
zations are living systems. that

Movember 25 this year, Warren
Buffet wrote to his shareholders:
- hugely wealthy parents
should leave their children
enough so that they can do any-
thing, but not enough that they

productive citizens ... they enjoy

rlalise his name. It can be uner-
ringly stated that he was the
katan of today s Bharat, whether
a Bharat Ratna or not!

Perhaps one big lesson from
the life of Ratan Tata, and indeed
the 156-year-old experiences of
the Tata organisation, s that men
and women get catapulted amnidst
the maelstroms of technology,
soclety, geography. economics,
and chance to accomplish great
things for mankind and soclety.
Recall the humility of Jamsetji
Tata when sald to Bombay
Governar Lord Reay in the 1880s:
“Providence has favoured me
with so much wealth.”

(Great leaders are team players.
Jarmsatil with contemnporaries ke
Bezonji Mehta and Burjori
Padshah; JRD with contempo-
rarieslike Sumant Moolgaokarand
FagirChand Kahli; and Ratan Tata
with contemporaries. like Moshir
Socnawala and Jamshed Irani, all
felt humbled by their opportunicy
to play an important role. It s val-
able toreflecton Ratan Tatas spirt
of innovation, wealth creation, and
community centricity. This is
exernplified also by others like
TWS, Godrej, Bajaf. and so.on.

Food for thought. Happy
Mew Year,

Thewriter's batest book is JAMSETID
“TATA: Powerful Lexmings for

el able fi fally, but
they are not preacoupled with

wealth” {italics mine).

Compar
Hearish Bhat.
mm‘k mimcdworks me
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A humble & gentle PM
who transformed India

T a remarkable jou from an economist to central banker to & trans-
formational finance minister and then an accidental Prime Minister, his
I.magmy humility, knowledge and calm and gentle way were Dr
Manmohan Singh's constant companions. Never cut out for the rough
and tumble of politics, he beanad on his qualities to carry him every
s:r.\lntl.on and succesded ]argely unu] his gentility became so virtuous that 1t
d prevent him, in his s as PM, from stermming the slide into

a morass impelled b greedy |t cdans around him.

His greatest contribution to India will remain his]esﬂing the sountry out m‘
the darkness of a closed economy based on pu'memimlsm wnh a ne;]ia
mteolgmwm to the fi rket ina b}
economic wisdom that helped transform rhe natmn into the ihsrmt
major economy in the world it s mda]r it he led the
nuclear isolation by signing the Indo-US nuclear deal agnl mgmat odds
would rank as his second great contribution in the shaping of ern India.

His commitment to humanity saw him devise the jobs to fend off poverty
through the MMREGA even as he rationalised the tax rates to reward the
earners and give m:thmi:‘;p:ce to the middle class. He was the driving

behind so many progressive ideas that

His commitment to f ah‘lislﬂhrmce asafl}adia rapidly %ladeﬁmlseig
humanity saw him r a historie dose of liberalisation that he pi

devise the jobs to neered to affer the breakout national moment by

off changing the very DNA of economics,
fend poverty It was, perhaps, his ihlr_'has ahumanl!t ﬂl.ntled
through the MMREGA him into trusting Pakistan overtures
ace which were shattered. ’J‘h.e misplaced Ealth

rationalisad ﬂ:m to a failure of judgment that may have affect-
ed him deeply in the ferocity of the minutel

rates to reward the ed 26/11 attack on Mumbai that expaselg

earners and give tan's perfidy. Within months, the UPA

breathing space to alliance was to come through with a surprising
the middle class victory again, in 2008, but it was unforfunate that
el dharma had become such a burden as to
drive & man of ideas into his shell from which he never emer

At the height of what was popularly diagnosed as “policy panl} sis" when
India may hwe needed very strong leadership because the needle of eco-
nomic strength after two decades in the open mwasalsodlppmghg!\;smgh

may haveﬁ:.und L'hnth:! qualities of ness were inadequate as
that the Indian dream may fade. re assertiveness may have halpad a
quiet pentleman was found wantl.ng The silence of a good man
tened the path into laissezfaire, as in “let rhl.ngs pass”, and
towarda a crossroads at t which a turn to the right came.
3 indly”, he sal is true as his economic
than they may har
y@ﬂm honest smtesumnshﬂg:sa way of han-
dling & job rhxtwssgwen to him becansa his only allies in the complex world
of Indian palitics had been his pri; l“‘.Esles,amihls leader did not feel up to tak-
ing the chair as the party was rf with factions and needed someone she
muld implicitly trust. His success with economics will far nutm:f;gaps n

i= personality that prevented him from attaining suceess in politics.

" ) h " .

Dr Singh’s growth prescription
f one sits down to pen India's economic history after Independence, it
could be broadly classified into two eras — Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's
socialist era from 1950 to 1891 and Dr Manmohan Singh's liberal eco-

nomic regime from 1891 onwards,

The economic policies before 1981 were largely influenced by India's sus-
picion of foreign traders, in view of its experience with the British who
sailed to Indian shores for trade and entrenched themselves as rulers. The
distaste for foreign investment continued even though the Indian economy
performed at suboptimal level growing at an yearly average of 3.9 per cent
from 1830 to 1990, While India managed te lay the foundation for lavge basic
industries, the lack of competition and & ca})nve market robbed the Indian
manufacturers of incentive tn produce world-class products.

In 1891, following India's worst financial crisis, Dr Manmohan Singh dis-
mantled the old Fabian socialist thought in India by op-enm%up the Indian
economy. Instesd of fear for foreign capital, Dr Sin udger speech
exuded his confidence in the Indian econom & a for allowing
direct foreign investment into India for capital, techno gy, and markets.
His mher.lc about the arrival of India on the global stage proved to be truly
prophetie.

Since 1091, India's economic growth has picked up and helped more than
500 million people to come out of extreme levals of poverty. Manmohan
Singh's reforms, which were continued Irz: his successors, created globally
competitive mmpanles in India. His policies laid the path for the robust
expansion of the middle class.

It also ereated prosperity in the country, which funded the government's
ambitions welfare programmes like the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, !\lh!i.dlsed food grains to the poor, midday meals at
srthools and social security schemes for elderly.

In one of his last interviews in 20238, Dr Singh !wnd.ed confident about the
Indian emnnmy i ah]]it} o na\dfnr.e through the recent geopolitical and

the mum.g remains a harmonious

society. Indla must not lnrget this prescription of Dr Singh ever.
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HISTORy~
WILL BE KINDER
To ME...,

A gentleman and a scholar,

he changed the India story

is trite to say Dr

Manmohan S
an mstitation. He was a
cnlouusw]\osm:dzﬂle
conamic and
nance flrmament 1i
intellectual  giant m a
landscape  populated by

o at Gah, now in
Pakistan, he came acrass the
Radeliffe Line to India a5 a

like millions of oth-
ers Whe lost their hoemes and
bearth in the helecaust
ealbed Partition.

With sheer hard wark and
perseverance, e huilt a lif
85 a distingished professor,
an economist of repute,

finance minister and finally
Prlme Minister of India for 8
I.n hls
career, he
array nf‘
and gwermbenl He was
alwa ite to a fault, hom-
B

of gravitas wbnarned
ces lighthy on his shoubders.

As dljzfeﬁ:mmm adviser,
Reserve EOVEETIDN,
finance M! and Flan-
ning Commission deputy
chairman, among several
high-level positions, he got
an m\lq'ue uniderstanding of
India's econommic and gover-
neamse challenges.

As finance minister feom
1961 to 1898 he leveraged this
understanding to preside av-

er the most fundamental res-
et af India’s economic ws‘a:-
tary when he dismantled the
licemee quata permit raj and
umshackled the creative ani-
mal spirits of India’s econe-
mic This res-
et of ecanomic

took place as the

mﬁ% arder cal-

and palitical scien-

tists were predicting the
“emad of history”.

I,LE cm‘lﬁa TEW wdemrl;
millions «of young peopl
who came of warking age in
the post-globalisation amd
liberalisation period. It is

nrtunsate 's political
lexicon and language never
mirrared this  economic
reset and is populist to this

5 Leader of the

and suecessful

0y itian in the HRajva
from 1956 to 2004, he

be t a quiet dignity and
&l mﬁm’g:sl:?aﬂlce

less apportunities after D
Smghg unshackling of me
Indian  econamy.
Manmohan Singh never lou
‘his calm or e imity.

As his 1&E minister and

apakes
ﬁlodﬁ the heavy L!tlngd

ting EOVEIMMENL's
point nd view in rhe public:

as political polarisation had
.nlmnm: parliamentary
e,

to put it mildly.
As Prime Minister, he
risked his EMment’s
fature ta the naclear

apartheid that had plagued
India since the first nuclear
test i May 1974 “when the
Buddha in the

After becmnimi'} Prime
Minister in 2004, e Singh
bailt u])m the Jaswant

Singh-Strobe Talbott dia-
ﬁu! in the aftermath of

ia's second nuclear test
1366, that bed toa sec-
mdmset in India-US ties by
“Mew Framewark

JaUS Defence

MANMOHAN SINGH (1932

Belations" on June 25, 36,
“n}arkln the full-scale start

annourced the launch nﬁhe
civil nuclear enaperation ind-
tigtive. Under this, India
apresd to commit all its civil-
ian nuclear facilities to
[AEA, safeguards.
[n 200, the Congress had
W5 sests in the Lok
]t was depend.ent o
critical outside support
n(ﬂm CPLM), CP1 and other
Left parties who had 55 seats.
Histarically, the Left always
had an anti-miperialist and
anti-US worldview.

In June 2008, Dr Smgh
threw down megmmdﬁ
said India 'mu]ﬂugn
with the U8 eivil nuclear
deal Iromically, the BJP,
which was the author of the
reset with the US after the
lﬁedn;cleaﬂ l!sg m‘lﬁ
s e “Next Steps
Strategic Parmmership” in
2008, ht & no-condi-
dence m?m mst Dr

Dr Singh in turn tabled a
vote of confidence. Amon
stormy scenes in the

unique . Clne day, flying to

of India's economic and Ludhiama, my erstw uepw
the goiden ]uhueemm;br

celehia-
tions  of  the Punjsh
Sabha, with Lh.e BIF  Agriculture University in
Diecernber 3012, | asked kima
m af currency nates in b:] question: \lt‘;hsl
ase, bringing proceed- our approach to

ings to a new nadir, the gov-  the media? Without bartin

ernment carvied medayand

woe the vole, pavi l\’l‘cglem' m

o the India

waiver by the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, possibly
‘the first ever Sor amy T mg
mmg af the Nucl

an eyelid, he respanded: “]

should be an essay in per-
suasbon and not &n essay in.
coercion”. 1 pushed back,
saying a bissed and sgenda-
driven paradigm can't be
influenced by persuasion as.
they are just puppets on a
siring, whose masters are

In the general e ﬂm\ od
May 2008, the 55
n\ept every city in

ruvananthapuram
ta Jsmmu — a fact attrib-
uted to the espteric effects of

4)

the US nuclear deal which
almast had a magical effact
an the Indian mi classes,
who probably never fully
understond or appreciated
its elanees and nuances.

Dr Singh's second term
was also marked by major
reforms like

in Ml‘lgﬂnti-Brahd. Retail. His
m pnl ¢ was charac-

lonﬂllp ﬁ.‘mem;h rela-
t with nej

A rabust back:
charm!l dialogue  with

Pakistan that produced a
four-point formula, better
kmown as the Manmohan-
Musharraf Agmemem_ jig
implemented, it m:
changed the dmm!u of
South Asia. But the 2007 Lal
Masjid  siege and  the
lawyers' strike dEstmﬁ
Gen Mushma!'! pnhl 1
became
mlsaed nppcm: lq- o nﬂ
anly India and Pakistan, but
the region as & whale.
Durmg Dr  Marmahan
Singh's second term as PM

He was unconvineed and
said: Put yoursell in the
shies af the Opposition and

and imaj what you
:?w]ﬂ ﬂlhlkp:}eﬂhe en¥ll!
media tums into 8 govern-
ment mouthpieee.

A true democrat, his

etic words came troe
rla:s.de that fodlvwed
‘his premiership.

Om January 5, 1 anchoved
‘Tis mega press conderence at
the new National Media
Centre. It was a cold wintry

ten years as PM. Replying to
a question, be said philo-

s\n%ca]b‘ Hlslm w1|.]

ﬁentmalh;mumgln
ny 214 after ng
his second term. One news-
paper gven ran a photograph
of an exit sign over a door,
with Dr h walking
towards it It was an elog-
uent testimony o the igmo-
miny he was put through —
”ﬁmuwimm A

-Eln Decamber %, M1, 5
Te brearhed his last, all that
wzne!ﬂmsag‘lsmalagm-
tleman is with us o more,
Adien, Sir: amother world
awaits.

Iumev!r con-
an his smnounce

LETTE

BHAJAN VS HYMN

The reluctance of the authori-
ties to take any meaningful
action against the right-wing
groups has only emboldened
them to continue their tirade
against the minorities. This
was evident in the manner
they forced a food delivery
boy to take off his Santa cos-
tume. The singing of bhajans
during Christmas services out-
side a church in Lucknow is a
blatant attempt to ignite com-
munal passions against the
Christians. Had any other com-
munity members done it they
would have been behind bars
for trying to disturb the peace
by creating religious enmity.
Those indulging in this activity
are clearly identifiable from
the videos posted by the
groups themselves. Will the
CM Adityanath take any action

against them?
A Henriques
Mumbai
INDUSTRY GRATEFUL

WHEN the was stuttering and
license raj was the order of the day and
re was a suffocating environment for
indusirialists, Dr. Manmohan Singh
became the architect of 1ibeealizaticn In
1891 that a]l.owedam'mum'[\;loma
great Jeap forward The Vi
maoment of our 1991 budget was doctared
Fry hiimy which led to Invdia emerging as an

econoanic house. We should not for-
ge! d\at he his rument at the

the nuclear deal
ll.lhﬂleUnnedSmmmrm! larger good

of the nation. A man who never gat his
rightful due, indeed history will be
kinder to him than what he would have

Bal Govind
Noida, UP

PROTEST DAM AT UN

CHINA I8 planning o build the world’s

ta hawe serious ramificatbons. in the fore-
seeable futare. It u\rﬂf ve Cr%m the

destraying Indian infrastroe-
mmm mmedmmmns:d.ent
the river just by opening the floodgates of
its dam during hossilities. It is time for
India to plan fts fortheoming projects
including defence deployment in the

S “Chappatis knead, ny.
Farrukh ‘Cos 's;r; %nmmmd.
T The sm rises end
Dhon y me vary JLM
Tiimea is an flusion and dimensions make

Cabbages
& Kings

As world rejoices
at Christmas time,
Xmas tree burnt
in protest in Syria

Haold ciose your cards, don't yet play your acar™
— Fram The Book of Buck Vase, by Bachchoo

mmmnmcm
the: post, texts on
eu\dunnjhmtbemmpuml
!:say]nwmmysahrgemlm
would seem like boasting and a mesgre one will
seem pathetic in san 1o the numbers my

s DR

gentle readers.

The point is not o rai Lati mmm
e T

of " one has on Twitter ar the existence of
hovdes of Facebook or Linked-in * 'Edemk”

It's to note the religious diversity of

Tve received: from Iansnl'mbu t then in
great numbers from Zoroastrians, Muslims,

rating the birth of Jesus Christ? It's certainly not
Tecause they have all been recently

It's almcst certal hemaeofEnmpeanwb
nialism which took
]Jﬂlln.uehdserandsllmvwmmmmnf

of Syria which, after the recent
umﬂsmdhﬂﬁzutmuﬁsﬂd.mmhe

froem 2009 t 2014, the UPA-2 Manish Tewari sz affected areas and raise the issue at the
government was at the Inwyer, a thirdtarm Lok~ i ozl ] ongwith the affected
receiving end of the mass tor- Sabha MPand had served  nations to arrive at an acceptable
rid, tovic and corrosive a5 lB minister i the  salution.
anslaught by the media, Manmolian Singh Col RS, Narula (retd)
which Iranically goa bound- savernment Patiala, Punjah
Then there was the sirange video, book burning. Except of course if say 20000 ar a mil-
universally, of a Muslim ceric in full Arab garh llnupengle mmsmmmhghmnfré}yhno]m
standing an Tower Brl in London, facing the buys a copy to burn. It
Thames and loudly pronouncing verses from the ‘would also proba-
Euran. ted as uﬁhmmﬁﬁmmmmm

X prodec
e the itan Police. Again, an act
afsm.\]m']rm wm% on the R:l‘?saml right-
Tory ism towards the 1 God save

EVEL wghmsﬂmmhllﬂmd
some opposition and

Fire has been the wes n(leﬂmlsndmﬂ
lic a t history. Its not
certain whether Nevo didn't [ike Rome, but it's true
that the S0B Alexander-the-dammned set fire to the
Pemnm ital Persapolis A demented, ing-
o leave o stone of Persian imperizl
unl
Then there were the
stake for being accused
Even so, this was hmyﬂlmamlham]i&lhe
llnstﬂmelwehealﬂd' setting a Christmas tree

rwmmlhumtatlhe

ﬂFC'hrlmunB.\'

bmgu about his expulsion, has pronouneed th
Ly-Islamicist arsanists as crlmma]s

There's theve as hiuﬂh:msr.hal this “}

e vy ettt all

mmmmhm&ﬁj mwmbe ual-

1y respected. Acts

buuhshmbemhmnnmt@mmawbrpmph

whi disagresd with

Innurlhmﬂ\enu msewsthalﬂ'

another will not 'hemlersm Tme
hmlsndmﬂdﬂﬂrmewﬂewﬂnpem

jed by appeals to me
as & “hate crime™ and even a provocation to worse,
T am, gentle reader, in every way apainst such

Itwsgﬂs_ wlhd&st&m‘.ﬂfmu‘?set—aml—

shed by Macmillan.

(h\eaflhegim'lesalled ‘s Pimples" is about

the ontemplation of sex by a poung teemage British-

MEDgMM\D‘JEI‘SlDI‘j wmniisamnbed]ine
from & very popular and widely circulated

Stones' somsg with the woed Starf—r" repeated a few

times.

‘A few days after its publication the Macmillan edi-
tor rang me to say that there was a demonstration
mmdrlea&mlhlmrhn sthoo] demanding that the
book be withdrawn fram the curriculum. The mext
day the Daily Telsgraph published an editorial
denouneing nry boak. I got an invitation from ITV,
the national commercial station, to debate the
I\u‘yﬁpl\"sedimr.lweutmd ot to him
that the demonstration at the gates was led
by the National Front, Britain's avowedly fascist

&:d‘.irlﬂ\ed.eﬂm,ed.ilnlislsn‘l'l‘i‘ debate help sell
pg?
lions non-vegetarian?



millenniumpost
NEW DELHI | SATURDAY, 28 DECEMBER, 2024

|7

EDITORIAL

A quiet revolutionary

anmabhan Singh, lndia’s two-time Prime

Minister and the architect of the 1991

economic refarms, passed away in New

Drellsi at the age of %2, His death marks the
end of an era defined by quiet dignity. intellectual bril-
liance, and unwavering commitment to public service.
The mation today mourns a leader whose profound con-
tributions transformed Indias economic and political
landscape. As his mortal remais lay draped in the trico-
lowr at his residence in Lutyens” Delhi, pelitical leaders
from across the spectram gathered to pay their respects.
Prame Minkster Narendra Modi described Singh asa
“scholar and statesman” whose life was & lesson in humil-
Ity and service. Foemer President Ram Nath Kavind
remembered him as an “sdhunik niemata sudharak” 2
madern refarmer who shaped the country during its
mogt challenging times, “India will forever remember his
contributions” said PM Modi, emphasizing Singhs hon-
esty and integrity as a leader.

Singhis journey from a modest background in uadi-
vided Pungsh to the pinnacle of Indsan politics is an
Inspiring saga of perseverance. Born in Gah, now in
Pakistan, his Bamily migrated to India during Partition,
Drespite the upheaval, he rose through sheer determina-
tiom, earning degrees from < irmstitutions lile
Cambridge and Oxford. Hi b beilliance was
matched by a commitenent o the mation, leading
Tuiens tes takee o as the Reserve Bank of India Gover-
o, Finance Minister, and ultimately, Prime Minister In
1591, at a time when India stood on the brink of an eco-
nomic collapse, Singh, as Finance Minister, introduced
reforms that dismantled the license ra, liberalized trade,
and opened the economy 1o global markets. These mea-
sures not only pulled India out of erisis but alse laid the
foundation for its emergence as ane of the Fustest-

Ing econcmses in the world. “He transfoemed India from
a strugpling develaping nation into 2 global economic
E‘-yer saxid foemer Chief Economic Advisor Kaushik

As Prime Minister, Singh led the United Progres-
sive Alliance government for two consecutive terms
From 2004 to 2014, His terure saw significant mile-
stones, including the landmark Indsa-US civil nuclear
deal, which redefimed the country’s global standing, Yet,
hiis years i office were not without challenges. Increas-
ing coalition pressures and corruption scandals marred
hiis second term, but even in the face of criticism, Singh's
demeanour remained calm and composed. "My silence
Is better thian a thousand answers” he ance sasd, reflect-
Ing his preference For action over thetoric. Singhs under-
stated nature ofien belbed his prafound impact. “He was
a man of immense intellect, but he wore his brilliance
lightly” recalled former REI Governor Raghuram Rajan,
Diespite his toweriry ack Singh was kisow
for his humility and ibiliny. His poeti h
Parliament with leaders like Sushma “wmraj ﬂmma-aed
Tl wit and geace, even durirg Iseated debates. Tributes
poared in not just from political figures but also from
artists and thinkers who admired him. Actos Karnal
Haasan called Singh a visionary whe enspowered mil-
lions through his policies, while Chirangeevi remem-
bered him as a "humble and soft-spoken leades” His boss
Tt resonated globally.

Al the heart of Singhs -y les his urwaveriny
cominitinent to the wg' hl:g:d nrdlm} meus}!e
believed in emp 1 the
Ing democracy, and fmaermg ecanomic self.reliance.

His ability to mavigate coi itical laidscapes with
integrity ;m] rmﬁwwneﬁmmp‘:qpm even from his
crities, “Singh will be remembered as 2 decent human
beding and a great refoemee sald Modi. As the sation
prepares to bid farewell to one of its most beloved lead-
ers, the void beft by Singhls passing is profownd. His life
wis & masterclass in resilience, intellect, and service—an
enduring legacy that will continue to inspire generations.
I his e words, aften recited in Parliament, “Agreed

L ot warthy of drawiig your sight, but ook &t sy
zeal, my longing” Today, as India mourns, it also cel-
ebrates the extraordinary life of a man who dedicated
Bibnself to iis progeess.

IRONY OF FATE

This refers fo ihe news report "KABLUL TERMS THE ACT
BRUTAL. Iromically, Pukistan, infamons for sparsoring cros-
barder terrovism, is itself feeling the terror heat and nraking
desperaite moves. Pakistanss airstrikes have kifled arcund 50
mustly women and childrer, in enstern Afphanistan,
awqufdagmﬂnlummhyﬁmﬁgmmmﬂ&w u
in the

pmwm Mn‘hm between Ishmnhd'amf Kabul have
worseried s yeur o the bursried Tefrik-e- Taliban Pakiitan
(TTP) has stepped qp operations agains! Pakistan nedifary
and police forces. Pakistan has repearedly aceused the Taliban
of sheltering mesbers of this tevror group, bt the Afifan
comatisiiags fo be in the denial mode, The asrstrikes
have Pakistans displiciy wers earried out b
affer s special representative fi Afphumistan visited Kabud 1o
cliscauss witys i ésmprove fies. Apparently, the Shehbaz Shariflad
5 it o sveoed f0 appentr vealinerabie af a tise when
it #s holding falkes with jailed ex-PM Itran Khard Pakistan
Tehreok-¢-nsaf (PTT) party. Last sonfds crackdown an
protesting PTT supporters has not endeared the ruling coalition
ti the snasses. Tt any case, Iamabad needs o brace iself for
a flerce retaliation not amly from ee Tiibare bt also from the
TTE India, a victim of ferrorism for decades, st keep a dose
eye v the developments,

— KHOKAMN DAS, KOLKATA via email

Leg an s e aiers o the edie ar sand fhem o
letter Zeditarmp(@gmuicom. Yo can sha send pasr mrments 1 The o,
iy Prst, Praap Bavwan, § Babodar Sheh Zafor Warg, Hes Delki 110002

DearEditor

Lord Palmerston

was right

when he said
there are only
permanent
interests of
countries.

This is why
transactional
relationships
seem on the up-
tick, particularly
under Trump
2.0. Does this
become the
normal post-
2025%

SHUTAPA PAUL

In India, we are

yet to recognise
marital rape as
a crime — this
is a legal lacuna
that necessitates
careful treading
but is also a
gaping loophole
in protecting

married women

2025 - Looking Forward

2025 demands dia vecalibvate its grand strategy amid shifting power dynamics in Asia, balancing regional engagement,
economic integration, and pragmatic diplomacy to secure prosperity, modernity, and security; writes Raghav Ghei

amir Saran’ recent col-
umn in the fredian
Express claims great
power shlﬁ.-c will alter
Indian forei 3 True.
Yet, the battl egmun that a
transitioning world arder finds
today i Aska. The region wit-
nesses intense militarization,
political fragmentation, and bit-
opolitical disputes. EAM
D 5 Jaishankar recently men-
tioned an “over the horizon™
grand strategy for Indias exter-
nal outlaok. Yet 2024 threw up
many “known unknowns” -
Bangladeshi regime displace-
ment, Nepal joining the BRI,
and India-China dl:cenga%e-
ment amid a colourful year,
after-effects - still unfolding
reraln “unkiown unknowns”
Vajpayee was right when he suid
wejpeowld& m(dp'hwmeounm
bours - the “first concentric
circle” in D Jaishankar’s world-
view. Yet, what we can choose
is the degree of engagement.
There is vo question that India
must engage with the wur]d =
her bilities, capabi

o potent diplomacy. H125 offers
a new opportunity to rekindle
the relationship and put the
petty dispute in the museum
it belongs to. Dissanayake from
Sri Lanka seems to be making
steps in the right direction -
Fow Jong that will held depends
on Chinas deep presence on the
island nation,

If Asia can serveas a micro-
cosrn for extracting broader les-
sons on Indiak 3]r.md Strategy,
it is this. Firstly, Indias histora-
cal independence of choice in
preserving national interests is
the way forward, The label does
not matter — strategic auton-
oy, multi-alignment, multi-
wector = but the Indian right
lu ml\al Henry KL-mnser calls

ollary of Indian foreign pol-
icy ambitions. Thus, economic
integration is and should be an
awerriding prioeity of the sub-
continent. However, 2024 gave
us i reality check. Financial

ties, andl interests have smml
far too many to only sirive
foe a regional erder. She must
alm to be a responsible stake-
haolder in the international sys-
tem that fulfils her three targets
of citizen prosperity. moder-
nity, and security. At the risk
of being futally deterministic,
this article atternps 1o analyze
whiat 20125 looks like for Tsow we
engage with the subcontinent.
The piece uses a lens of history
to predict the future since his-
tory repeats itself,
y[\h%?reip;n policy - includ-
ing Indias - is solely Pavloy-
fan, Le., outside stimuli induce
behavioural change. Strategy
makes power fungible - from
bilities to outcomes and
d from planning in that it
s interactive, Indis, therefore,
must begin by conceptually
clarifying its neighbourhood
goals. Shyam Saran notes how
the subcontinent i marked
by [ndian asymmetry. Porous
borders and cross-cutting eth-
nicities intertwine the sul
et &4 4 itical wist. Tn
a shshallmd. ECORONL
interdependence has not led o
political harmony, Instead, it
has produced forces that frag-
ment and divide. Economic
cooperation is positive-sum.
D 5 Jaishankar notes the rise
of “economic diplomacy” in
the Last 10 years that stresses
“advancing national develop-
ment”. This ensures an exter-
nal environment receptive 1o
Indias transformation, a cor-

though deslrable
faces regional hurdles, P
stans “terror factory” contin-
ues iis state-backed terrorism
unabated. India-China disen-
agement s only a nudge for-
EaBrE. fota new gmdug \-';B:endL
Bangladeshi regime change
and Arakan army gains prove
change is the only surety. Here,
theory must meel pragis,

Wil we see & Pakistan policy
seversal? Most likely not. Dda-
losgue an terrorism and ‘cricket
diplomacy’ seems 1o be the way
forward for some, Yet, people-
fo-people tes and sofiened
ders flourish only when security
is guaranteed, not state-backed
terrariem - 4 dealbreaker. The
consistent and predictable cycle
of what Shyam Saran calls 'dia-

Rosguie- dmupbml dulnp;u.e
makes finding

relations have been peaceful
coexistence a1 best and combat-
ive at worst. Lack of trust pre-
vails - the modus vivendi swited
bath and is accurately called a
“laveand let live relationship” by
Shivshankar Menon. Yet, 2020
tore up all previous arrange-
ments. Healing festering histar-
el wounds will nat yield frudtif
China continues playing spoilt
t in what Kanti Bajpai calls
e 4 P's; Pevwer, Perimeter, Part-
nerships and Perception. India-
China relations are in for a ride
this year - economic interde-
pendencies exist amid political
disagreements. Chinas storm
and assertive foreign outl
due 1o US “comtainment” exac-
erbates its poly-crisis. An age-
ing demography, decelerating
ecOnomY, environmental com-
ations, and uneven dew
!)::m all result in what ‘L::::l‘:l
Huntington calls a “perfor-
mance legitimacy™ crisis for
the Party-State. Deft Indian
diplomacy is mquured along

grond strotegy for India's external outhook

invflus, Tuskish drones monitor-
ireg Indian borders, and Bangla-
deshis cosiness to Pakistan seem
a new chapter is being written,
nat in [ndias favoue, Managing
the 'new’ relationship in 2025
will be a considerable task for
Iindia. On the aither Isarsd, Mepal
Joining the Belt and Road Initia-
tive {BRI) is frightening given
that BRI's Lenn;samm npagui and
s an extension of Chinese geo-
strategy. Nepal, like a smaller
neighbour, seems to be walk-
bng a diplomatic tightrope by
balancing India and China.
However, Indias closeness with
Bepal makes a fusion of Track 1
and Track 2 dialogue feasible fr
disect conversatiorns om national
bnterests — hing the BRI

st
nemalmlse same This approach
is not sitting on the fence, but
actively making peaceful and
positive improvements to the
plobal order in Indias favour
— targeted mini-laterals on
cross-culting  transnational
problems like anti-piracy and
climate change foster trust and
oodwill. Secondly, amid what
e Jaishankar calls “re-global-
Ezation” due to “supply o Inm
reformulation”, de-riski
advisable. Econormic slo'hahz—.l
o s ensured decoupling is a
yrehiic victory, Thirdly, INSTC,
MEC, and the Trilateral High-
way offer resilient infrastruc-
ture and positive-sum gains
in ene of the least intercon-
nected subcontinents globally.
The idea of India 'helng i ‘ﬁ.rsl

does noed represent for Nepal. IF
Inndlia is tos offiee 3 credible lter-
native through BIMSTEC, it is
now or never before all peigh-
boners ‘pivot” to the dark side.

Dir 5 Jaishankar alsa spoke of
“friends to the maximum” This
exsct calibeation is required in

i

dialogue hard, Besides Ilsh.ud
1o iagine a productive con-
versation on lefrorism, espe-
clally when it is state-backed
The ability 1o twrn aff the terror
nap lies in Pakistan’s court, more
specifically, an unimaginative
army that has captured a self-
mlpxxting poliy.

Lindia’s China challenge is its
main stralegie preccoupation,
not Pakistan, since the foreign
policy rebooting under Nara-
simabia Rao India-China disen-
gagement is anly the first step of
acomplete Imm s that Brahima
m]la%w escribes disengage-
ment, de-induction, and de-
escalation. The last two seem
unlikzddy. as the Pentagon con-
firmed recently. India-China

with c capacity
building 1o reduce asymime-

tey. Frequent bilateral meetings
wi]l help manage mutual per-
eptions and promise a détente
m lh:s glnbuﬁy consequential
relaticinship. Another step India
can take (s to join RCEP since
buaryieng your bead in the sand ls
not a prudent palicy. Engaging
in RCEP will improve Indian
gods” competitiveness abroad.
Dwanmemg in Bangla-
desh and Nepal shocked most
Indians this vear, Yunus & not
the same as Hasina, A note ver-
bale to India ever Hasina's extra-
dation miust be read with 2,200
incidents of Hindu mmm

- a region where a
mosaie of Fthaic Armed Orga-
aizations (EADs) are fighting
the Tatmadaw. Recent reports
of 6% territorial control of the
Arakan Ary post-Operation
W27 (2.0) suggest eroding sov-
ereigrty. India must be prepased
fior all eventualities and engage
with the necessary stakel

A maximum friends approach
mieans making friends by cut-
ting ethnic lines. Additionally,
the beginning of a dialogue
with the Taliban by the MEA
Joiint Secretary s also a welcome
move it puts behind hist,
cal baggage, sccepts reality, and
ives hore&w better relations in
2025, I the Maldives

ity p
the for ecretary himself
addres huis visit. Rohingya

row, which unfolded eatdy in
2024, seerns to have settled due

i " that De |
proposes is intriguing, Is this
enforcernent of a ‘nel security
provider” in a regiorsal order or
simply a blue-water navy hav-
ing a global presence 1o nj|
lhxsealgln ll\.eP:sud? Wh;nl.e\cepr
the case, this is more of what
Juighankar calls “next-gesner-
atiomal strategy” rather than
mirroring present capabilities.
Lindias opportuaities are like the
ocean - limitless.

Dir Jadshankar is astute in
saying “We cannot not rise”
2025 symhalizes & very different
wiorkd and requires an amalgam
of cholce. Losd Palmerston
was right when he said there
are only permanent interests
of countries. This is why trans-
actional relationships seem on
the up-tick, particularly under
Teurnp 10, Does this become
the normal post-20257 Only
time will tell. Drelli's axiomatic
path & Asian econamic integra-
tion, “freedom of manoeuvre)
and pragmatic diplomacy to
better tackle 2015,

Views expressed are personal

The woman to remember

In 2024, Giséle Pelicot emerges as an icon for women all over the world in

s the year wanes,

several lsts will

fload your feed -

aan of the year,
woman of year, person of the
year, here are the top moments
and leaders that etched a mark
In our minds, best historic
modnents of 2024, ete. and
50 forth, Ne doubt that wily
politicians, industrious busi-
ness peaple, talented creative
folke, competitive sports
persons and their accompa-
nying episodes will rule the
listicles. When I look back at
the year gone by, among the
saturated mass of overachiev-
ers, one unlikely figure stands
tall — Giséle Pelicot. Both
hier tragedy and her courage
are unique, and yet, when the
world expected nothing more,
she went a step further and
reaffirmed why she, an oth-
erwise ordinary woman, has
achieved the extraordinary.
And for that feat, Pelicot is for
me the person of the year, and
'l explain why.

Between 20111 and 2020,
Pelicot’s husband Dominigue
surreptitiously drugged and
raped her and invited unknown
men through an unmoderated
website to do the same. Pelicot
had no inkling of the secretive
trauma that she was undergo-
ing. The French rape survivor’s
ordeal of assault and abuse
came to light when her hus-

band was caught for upskirt-

Pelicat's battle will not step rapes and vislencs sgainst wamsen, bat it
o It s the Faanilial femal I

ing wormen in a Jocal market
and a search of his computer
revealed 20,000 horrid images
and videos of Pelicot’s rapes.
Al least 83 men had raped Pel-
fcot over nearly a decade; 51
of thern {including her hus-
band) stood trial for aggra-
vated rape, attempted rape,
and sexupn] a.-csault.[xmud w:ee
eventually convicted, While
the men received less than the
demanded punishiment, Pelicor
emerged as the face of women
fighting sgainst sexual viclence
and assault. The names of the
men in the mass rape trial,
except Dominiques, were not
revealed; they were referred to
a5 “Monsieur Towt-le-monde”
or “Mr Every Man” But Peli-
cot dermanded that the world
know her name — and with
theat one decision she removed
the shame assoclated with rape

that is unfairly placed on the
victims, She had no contrel

her resolute and audacious fight for justice against sexual assault

endless, frustrating, thank-
less, We are told that Pelico
Tas redgnited & second #MeTao
revolution but what of the first
one! These struggles to reclaim
our e in the weeld and 10
finally feel safe indoors and
outside, will never be easy. It
iy Aot always beget justice,
and it will seern easier to throw
im the towel — many times!
And that's when we must think
of a select few like Pelicot who
led by esuamt:]e.

Pelicors battle will aot stap
rapes and vielence against
mE:len. but &t mlu\esa;?:igl:l
on the familial connections 1o
female assault. Almost always,

awer the. he wasait ev
aware that It was taking place.
Butin her fight, she finally took
control of her life and the nar-
rative. Pelicot coped with the
unimaginable betrayal caused
by her husbarnd, she took hold
of her emotional distress and
numerous mental kcerations,
and turned them int her
stole persona. And in that, the
F2-vear-old transitioned from
belng the victim and became a
survivor and hero to millions
of battered women around the
world,

Pelicot for me, Is that “every
waornan” who has within her
the ability to move mountaing
and affect change. But most

top short — because ifs an
hill task; and in places such
as India, such crusades can be

age groups and professional
backgrounds. From 27 years
of age to 74 years, most of the
men were average Joes holding
ddown day jobs such as being a
carpenter, prisen guard, gar-

d.eugre mmewfmmgﬁreﬁglsun
D, jourmnalisy, truck drives, and
30 0a. This case says a lot about
men and crime — as long as it
goes undeterred, perversion
and lack of consent will not
affect anyone's conscience. If a
s can get away with assault,
he mot only will do it but will
r it again, This is a bitter
pgl'ﬁe::sw w bt this realisa-
thon Is necessary for all women
and their woke allies, includ-

the perp are known 1o ing the few good men. And
women — a relative, a fam-  it's not hyperbole — a recent
ily friend, a hbrour. OF  German unveiled
course, the courl case hap- rape chat groups on Telegram,

pened in Avignon (France), in
ane of the most afluent belis
of the nation. Even though the
case was spread over four years
and had 67 court dates, jus-
tice was swift. We canlt expect
such speediness and fast
track judgement in all cases
of assault, but we can hope.
In India, we are yet io recog-
nise marital rape as a crime
— this is a legal lacuna that
necessitates careful treading
bt is also a gaping loophele
In tecting married wornen.
lcots case draws attention

I.o theat miss legislation,
The men who raped Peli-
cot also hailed from different

comprising over 70,000 men
from different countries, shar-
ing 'u'Td on Bow to drug and
assault women, including
these in their househald such
s wives, sisters, mothers, and
pariners. As [ write this last
column of 2024, Twant to end
with hope — a desire that the
new year brings with it betier
sufeguards for women. And if
it doesn’t (which the realist in
me knows it worlt), we find in
us the fearlessness to face and
fight it, and like Pelicot make
adifference.
The writer is an author
el media entreprevieur.
Vaews expressed are personal
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HUNGER FOR
POWER

Lure for power is a universal phenomenon
but in the capital, it is at next level

APS MALHOTRA

have come 1o seak your support and valuable vole, as | have
dacided to stand for re-election, declared the bespectacied, heavy-
sat, middie-aged man=dressed in an off-white safari suit=rather
pompously, a5 he stood with folded hands at the door of my house,
ded by a bevy of and churches, who suitabily nod-

ded their head in unison. "Vote for which re-election?” | muttered
under my breath, irritated at the uncalled-Tor intrusion into my pri-
vacy on a rather lazy Sunday morning.” | am the President® he replied
sheepishly, maybe taken aback al my nonchalant reply. *| had decid-
&d not fo stand for this year's election due to increased profes-
slonal and personal commitments-actually | had desired to give
S0meone younger a chance to bear the responsibility, and take a
backseat- but had to relent under the immense pressure from fel-
low residents, who want my |eadership for a further period of three
years" he continued, his voice a cockiail of benevolence and benef-
Ieence for his ‘supporters’, and the seasoned politiclan’s chicanery.
“But Isn't Mrs. Draupadi Murmu the Presicdent?" | retorted, further
trying 1o pull his l8g. “Malhotra jee, | am the President of our Resident
Wellare Association (RWA) for the past several years,” he said, flab-
bergasted, a tad angry and certainly deeply offended at my failure
to recognize him, and worse, acknowledge his setf-perceived axalt-
ed stalus. Although | had recognised him the moment he pressed
the doorbell of my house, and | opaned the front doar to face him,
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my lnna1a a%rslan%a people wh%llw fol 1hluw thalr mluhl around
and flaunt uncalled-for appellations came forth with all its. bither-
ness.
Nonetheless, realizing that the man was getting increasingly exas-
perated at my manoeuvrings, | salvaged the sitwation by promis-
Ing to cast my vote in his favour and profusely apologized to him
for my fallure to identify his ‘Excellency’, with the pretext that my
better half is the face of our family for outside interactions, while
| busy mysell in mundane things, like reading and writing. Not too
surprisingly, denizens of my beloved Dilli, sitting on the centre of
power since the dawn of history, have a deeply ingrained fascina-
tion for posts and titles- which proliferate dime a dozen- and take
a macho and perverse pride in flaunting them, with the same exu-
berance with which a child displays his or her toy, albeit not with
the same innocence.
This fact Is borne out in the form of roadside boards and car num-
ber plates, which often bear vague titles- such as 'Secretary, Youth
Media Cell, ABC party, B-block, Village XYZ', A carrylforward from
the era of the Mughals and British imperialists, this is a desperate
shot to seek the much-desired VVIP status, at least in the circle
one operates in, Thus, it is not unknown to find members of RAWAS
who run virtual fiefdoms in their associations, maybe as recom-
pense lor the voluntary service rendered in serving the communi-
ty. The parks could include a frée car wash and laundry facility, use
of funds near the residence where the sell-styled Maharajas live,
et al.
One can only speculate as to what would happen if this maniac
lure of titles and appellations invaded the next, and perhaps the last
bastion of community living, the home, Then, it would be no sur-
prise to see name boards oulside individual residences read like
this: 1/103, Beverly Park: APS Malhotra, Prasident; Sonia Malhotra
Vice President; Dr. Mehak Malhotra, Secretary (in absentia). In fam-
Iligs with igs, the designations could be reversed.
Well, worth a thought!

(The author is a freelance writer; views are personal)

India must stand firm against
Sheikh Hasina’s
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s extradition

HIRANKMAY KARLEKAR

India faces a pivotal decision as it considers Bangladesh’s request to extradite
Sheikh Hasina, former Prime Minister and a steadfast ally

heilch Hasina must not be sent
back to Ba Lngl wdesh in response
CeIve from
that country's interim govern-
ment calling for her extradition,
Dhaka's move has lhnlluwcd the issue of
an arrest warrant by Bangladesh's
Int onal Crimes Tribunal (1CT)
against her and a number of |
ministers, advisers, military and civil offi-
cials. The allegation? mes against
humanity and genocide”, There are two
broad reasons why India should not send
her back. As prime minister of
Bangladesh, she has been a steadfast
friend of India whereas other heads of
that country's government, except her
father, h‘huith Mujibur Rahman, have
tended 1o be unfriendly. Second, she will,
by no means, receive a faie trial in
Bangladesh and perhaps even be lynched,
given the intense hostility of the current
rulers of Bangladesh harbour towards
her,
There will be solid legal basis for India's
stand, Article 8 (1) (a) of the “Treaty
Between the Republic of India and the
People's Republic of Bangladesh Relating
1o Extradition, says that a person may not
be extradited if “he satisfies the
Requested State that it would, having
regard toall the circumstances, be unjust
or oppressive to extradite him" becau
in the words of Article 8 (1) (A) (1ii), the
accusations against him “have not been
made in good faith in the interests of jus-
tice” Besides Article & (2) reads, A per-
son who has been convicted of an extra-
dition offence may not be extradited
therefor unless he was sentenced to
Imprisonment or other form of detention
fora rvnml of four months or more.”
Sheikh Hasina has yet to be sentenced to
any period of imprisonment or detention,
Alsa, she can very well claim that it would
be “unjust or oppressive” to extradite her
becavse the accusation against her had
net been made in “good faith in the inter-
est of justice”, and are a result of pure vin-
dictiveness. That she would be justified
in sa JJ:P a0 becomes clear on consider-
ing the diatribes unleashed against her by
the advisers of the interim government
and the relentless persecution, including
Invelving in hum| reds of false cases, of

z

Awami League's leaders and min-
isters in the party's government.
According to a rc||mr| in The
Dail r carrled under the
headline, “No option but to suc-
ceed: Yunus” on August18, 2024,
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus
had said during a “Meet and
Cireet" sesslon with forelgn diplo-
mats in Dhaka, “In their efforts
to stay in power, the Sheikh
Hasina dictatorship destroyed
every institution of the country.
Judiciary was broken, Democratic
rights were suppressed thraugh a
brutal decade-and-a-half lon

crackdown. Elections were |'Im(t'5

SHEIKH HASINA
IS.I?NSTEETGES _?S hl-.ll.ulnly. ‘-r.nhlms of young
PLN\P e l(k‘[,‘w IIP without exercis-
ANY PERIOD OF were robbed with fll poliica
IMPRISONENT fa"sniston nd e il
OR DETENTION. :
ALSO, SHE GAN
VERY WELL CLAIM
THAT IT WOULD BE
“UNJUST OR
OPPRESSIVE" TO
EXTRADITE HER
BECAUSE THE
ACCUSATION
AGAINST HER HAD
NOT BEEN MADE IN
“GOOD FAITH IN

i

power,
Referring to a proposed Awami
League rally on Novemberl,
2024, Muhammad Yunus' press
secretary, Shafiqul Alam, had
written in a Facebook post on
MNovember 9, " The Awami League
in its current form is a fascist
party. There is no way this fascist
party will be allowed 1o hald
pratests in Bangladesh, Anyone
who would try to hold rally,
gathering and J]\rm_'t'siﬁlulh by
taking orders from the mass
murderer and dictator Sheikh
Hasina will face full force of the
law enforcing agencies”
Leaders of the Anti-
Discrimination  Students
Movement (ADSM), formed on
THE INTEREST OF July 1, lllll-: [ N‘.ij the siluldml,.'
. struggle forward, and Jatiya
JUSTICE I, AND N;lg:lﬁk Committee tN'-Ilinnfll
ARE A RESULT UF Citlzens Committee), formed on
B September, 2024, to consolidate
PURE
VINDICTIVENESS

the movement's message an

|,1||]J1ILJ] goals, have spoken in a
similar strident and denunciato-
¥

Aunnlmg 1o a report by Ashibul
Islamn Rifat in the Dhaka Tribune
(23 October, 2024) appearing

under the headline “Nahid:
Awami League will never be
allowed back into politics in our
lifetime,” Md Nillllill Islam, an
ADSM leader who is now advi-
sor, in charge of information and
broadeasting and other min-
Inteies, said at a discussion, that
the Awami League’s return to
politics in the manner and ide-
“I“HT it previously adhered 1o
would be tantamount to "a
betrayal to the martyrs of the
uprising. And certainly, as long as
wie are alive, we will not allow this
to happen.” Leaders of political
parties like the Bangladesh
Natlonalist Party and the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
(Jamaat) have .llm denounced the
Awaml Leag
One can .ugm ‘that the ICT,
any other court where &
i ind ather accused may be
tried, will ignore such vitupera-
tons and pronounce its judge-
ment on the basis of the evidence
and arguments placed before it
A horse would guffaw on hearing
this, The judiciary has been
brought to heel through forced
resignations and dismissals, The
process began as early as August
10, 2024, when chief justice
Obaidul Hassan of the Supreme
Court and five judges of the
appellate division, resigned as
hundreds of students affiliated 1o
the ADSM gathered on the court
premises demanding that they
||I.I|I and I|\I\.<1l1.]'|tl-tl|ll bheslege
heir residences il they did not,
On October 16, the new chief jus-
tice, Syed Refaat Ahmed, sent 12
High Court judges, appointed
during the Sheikh Hasina-led
Awami League rule, on leave fol-
lowing a demonstration in the
court premises by adherents of
the ADSM Iﬂir by Hasnat
Abdullah and Sarjis Alam,
According to a report in
Bangladesh’s The Business
Standard on October 16
announcing the plan, Hasnat

Abdullah, had written in a
‘ncebook post on October 15, “In
demand of the rv\l‘}gnulixm of the
fascist judges of the Awami
_eague, we will besiege the High
Court tomorrow (Wednesday)

itsell was reconstituted
ober 15, 2024, with Justice
am Mortuza Majumder
from the High Court Division of
Bangladesh Supreme Court as its
new chalrman, and Justice Md
Shafiul Alam Mahmud and
retired District and Sessions
Judge Md Maohitul Haque Enam
Chowdhury as members of the
panel,
The result s a pliant judiciary and
the use of the justice system 1o per-
secute not only those associated
with the Awami League but civil
sochety act writers, journal-
ists and human rights activists, A
shocking example Is the levelling
of a false murder charge against a
ected senior advocate
s Supreme Court, Z1
na. Referring to the
case, The l).nly Star wrole in an
editorial titled “This weaposnisation
of begal cases must stop” and pub-
lished on October 21, 2024, "Owver
the two months and a half since
August 5, we have published mul-
tiple reports and editorials on the
indiscriminate filing of such mur-
der cases without -.mr evidence,
maostly implicating the leaders,
activists, and suspected suppor
of the Awami League regime.
Even jourmnalists and rlﬂhla‘]\,lh-l\h
were not spared, In mi
fabricated FIRs were file ere
were also Instances of the n..mc-i
of accused in cases predating
August 5 being replaced. This Is
nothing but a m-alﬁuniullinmnf the
legal process for harassment and
palitical vende Will Sheikh
Hasina get justice in such a situa-
tion?

(The author is Consulting Editor,
The FMoneer. The views expressed
are personal)

Unlocking economic potential: Bridging the gender gap in public procurement

In India, strides in gender budgeting and supportive policies are fostering greater opportunities for women entrepreneurs

procurement market.
WEConnect International is

cated o benefit women and
%I’I']x I the last year (2023-24),
the sctual expenditure on gen-
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s that, if addressed,
could u-lrr India achieve a
er-inclusive public

refine their future proposals
and compete more effectively,
Such measures would help

Public procurement from
women-owned enterprises In
India owver the past six years has

ow much of the goods
H:mdsu vices purchased
by government depart-

ments and public sector enter-
prises come from women-
owned businesses? This crucial
question is rarely asked, and it
underscores the need for gen-
der-responsive procurement
policies in India and scross
South Asia, With government

procurement “accounting for

an average of 12 per cent ol
gress domestic product (GDP)
I OECD counteies, and up to
30 per cent of GO in many
developing countries” the
untapped economic potential
for women entrepreneurs 1o
contribute as suppliers of solu-
tions o g s s

actively working to bridge this
%up. Our efforts are making
cadway, especially in coun-
tries such as India, where pal-
icy frameworks are beginning
1o refbect il*l’l!illt‘l’ ennphasis on
gender inclusivity,
The central government has
increasingly  prioriti \.d
women-centric pol
dent fram the ﬁlllllsil;lm rise
in gender budget allocations,
which is anether way 1o
poet wornen and girls in addi-
tion to buying their products
and services. For example, in
201314, Rs 97,134 crove was
earmarked for women's welfare

nense,

globally, women-owned
enterprises still win only | r‘-r
cent of this significant public

and Hy 2024-
25, this I1gur¢ had reached Rs
3.27 lakh crore, marking a 19
per cent increase over the
actual gender budget expendi

ELIZABETH 4 VAZQUEZ
e of 2023- 24 and a 2188 per
cent increase sinee 2013-14,
For 2024, the Gender Budget
accounts for 6.5 per cent of the
Unien Budget, the highest
since the Gender Budget
Statement was introduced in
200506

The Statement serves as a
wital 1ol for ministries review-
ing programmes (rom a gen-
der perspective to ensure that
more resources are being allo-

der budgeting was 16 per cent
higher (Rs 275 lakh crore)
than the wtal budgeted
amount (Rs 2.38 lakh crore),
The Indian governments
Public Procurement Policy for
Miceo and Small Enterprises
{MSEs) Order, 2018, exempli-
fies this progress, The policy
mandates that every central
istey, department, and
musl procure al least 25
per cent of their needs from
MS5Es, with 3 per cent sp
jcally reserved for women-
owned micro and small enter-
prises. There has been progress
since the mandated 3 per cent
procurement tar for
women-owned MSEs was
introduced in 2018, Public
procurement from these enter-
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prises has risen from almost
zero in 2017-18 1o 18 per cent
in 2023-24.

The number of women-owned
{owned and controlled by
women having the minimum
financial interest of 51 per cent
ol the capital and with women
constituting at least 51 per cent
of generated employment)
MS5Es benefiting from public
[procurement grew from 1,410
{accounting for Rs 23256
crore) o 21,128 (Rs 30564
Crore) in six years,

‘While the evidence s encour-
aging, there are still gaps and

procurement ecosystem. For
example, | here is currently no
lent body to resolve
nts in the procure-
ment system, leaving unhap-
Py hljdvr,. with only two
options: filing complaints
directly with E\. purchasing
entity or taking them to arbi-
tration or court as outlined in
the General Financial Rules
{GFR) 2017,

Generally, there 1s a pressing
need for transparency, w;]ll.
defined processes, and a robust
mechanism for addressing
grievances in tender and pro-
curement procedures so that
women-owned businesses
recelve conatructive feedback If
their bids are unsuccessiul,
This would enable them to

mitigate biases in tendering
and procurement processes
that dispropartionately disad-
vantage women-owned enter-
prises. The government could
also pass procurement legisla-
tion 1o standardise hanlng
processes nun% a central law
that sets national standareds and
state laws that fit specific needs,
with the central government
providing comprehensive over-
sight.

Public authorities could also
sensitise officials on the need
1o counteract gender hiases that
may influence the design of
procurement processes. A
strong starting paint would be
1o appeint more women 1o
oversee public procurement
in government departments,

grown at an average annual
growth rate of 70.5 per cent,
while the number of beneficia-
Iy wamen entrepreneurs has
increased at an average annu-
al rate of 77 per cent because
the baseline was close o zero,
In 2023-24, wtal public pro-
curement in India reached Rs
1.70 lakh crore, highlighting a
growing |||,‘|,hn’|u|\l1T ar
women 1o engage with the
expanding public procurement
et im the world's fastest-
ing economy.
(The writer is 3 ard Co-
Founder of WEConnect
International, With fnputs from
Jnuunr;ll'ﬂ aretyan, Regional
tor F:r South Asia,
Ie\ onnect International,
WViews are persoral}l




