CHENMNAI

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT 15 A MISSION.

— Rammnath Goenka

DUMPING THREAT
LOOMS ELSEWHERE AS
INDIA NEARS US. DEAL

ONALD Trump has dropped a big hint aboit signing a

“wery big” trade deal with India. The remarks, coming

ahead of his July 8§ deadline for striking deals or resum-

ing ‘reciprocal’ tariffs, offer a significant relief for mar-

kets, policy makers and industry Tariffrelated uneer-
talnties have triggered a massive sell-off in global and
domestic equity markets, with foreign portfolio investments
remaining volatile While the contours of the proposed deal
are unknown, it's likely that it would enhance economie part-
nership, transform bilateral trade and lower tariffs, making
products competitive across sectors such as energy, agrieul-
ture, defence and aviation. It's also possible that India would
gain market share in some American sectors owing to lower
tariffs; although the gains would depend on India's compara-
tive advantage agalinst other countries. The anticipated direct
export loss is pegged at $14 billion, amounting to 0.38 percent
of India’s GDE, aceording to a working paper published by the
NMational Institute of Public Finanee and Policy

The export basket might change, too. Some of India's top
10 exports to the US—including electronic goods and gems
& jewellery—may lose market share as competing countries
are subject to lower tariffs on these products. On the other
hand, we may gain in the footwear, apparel, electrical ma-
chinery and toy markets. For instance, according to the
NIPFP paper, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Italy and Cambao-
dia account for 45.5 percent of the total in fotwear exports
to the US. Even if China is excluded, India can potentially
corner a bigger share from Vietnam and Indonesia, which
are subject to much higher tariffs of 46 pereent and 32 per-
cent, respectively Similar opportunities exist in the furni-
tiare and sports equipment markets, too,

At the same time, a multi-product, multi-country dumping
threat looms ever India. We should be watehful as China,
Vietnam, Taiwan and others facing higher tariffs look to
flood us with cheaper goods. While [ndia reduces the tariff
deficit with the US, it needs to offer calibrated concessions
an select US goods like aerospace components, We should
secure sector-gpecific exemptions, negotiate duty walvers for
auto eomponents and electronies, and diversify export mar-
kets away from the US, pursuing opportunities in the EU, the
UKand ASEAN. Aboveall, Indiashould strengthen domestie
manufacturing, boost Make in India initiatives in key areas
such as semiconductors, renewable energy and electronics
to reduce import reliance and attract investments.

AXIOM-4 TAKES INDIA’S
SPACE DREAMS HIGHER

UNE 26 i5 a new red-letter day in India's decades-long

space odyssey. The Axlom-4 mission, with Group Cap-

tain Shubhanshu Shukla as its pilot, made Shux (his

call sign) the first Indian astronaut to enter the Interna-

tional Space Station, a multi-country collaboration. On
another red-letter day—April 2, 1984—Squadron Leader
Rakesh Sharma, the first Indian in space, had made history
by entering the Soviet space station Salyut 7. Although it
took 41 years for India to send its second astronaut to space,
the Ax-4 mission has opened the gates for sustained efforts
by the Indian Space Research Organisation for our own
manned space missions, besides other ambitious projects
such as having our own space station and sending manned
missions to the Moon and beyond.

This January 16, lsro's Space Docking Experiment (Spa-
DeX) saw two unmanned spacseraft attaching with each other
in space, making India only the fourth country to achleve
such a feat after the US, Bussia and China. SpaDex itself was
part of Isro's fourth Orbital Experiment Module, which car-
rled 24 payloads from the government's department of space
and non-government entitles such as academic institutions
and startaps, Payloads from startups were received through
the National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre, the
naodal ageney promoting space-related activities in the coun-
try That mission allowed the sclentific community to carry
aut various in-orbit microgravity experiments that will help
the missions planned for the future.

On his 14-day Ax-1 mission, Shux will earry out seven ex-
periments aboard the space station to study the impact of
mieregravity and space flight on the germination and growth
aof two strains of seeds, onthe genetic activity of microalgae,
on skeletal muscles, on computer sereens’ cognitive effeets,
and on tardigrades, the highly resilient miero animals. The
momentum and range of India’s space experiments—invelv-
ing the government, private startups and the academia—
have never looked more intense. That holds a lot of promise
for a country planning to send its first human space flight
under the Gaganyaan mission by 2027, set up the Bharativa
Antriksh Station by 2035, and send astronauts to the Moon
by 2040. So far, India’s space odyssey Is on course.

QUICK TAKE

LET'S NOT FORGET GAZA

HILE the world's eves were peeled on the lsrael-lran-US
W missile exchanges, Benjamin Netanyahu's gover nment

intensified its killing of famished Gazans who were des-
perately seeking food ald, During the 12 days of bombing, Is-
raell forves killed hundreds of Palestinians, and then contin-
ued apace even after a ceasefire was agreed with Iran, At the
same time, Zionist ‘settlers’ and lsraeli troops have stepped up
attacks on resident Palestintan in the Oceupied West Bank.
Even if not for the sake of protecting international laws, West-
ern governments should introspect on the recent political re-
versals that pro-lsrael establishment figures have suffered at
herme. Let eynicism save lives where humanity has lost.
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HE Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI} has announced a spe-
intensive revision (SIR) of
alactoral rolls in Bihar just weeks
bafore the likely notification of
assembly elections. Such revi-
sions, when conducted this close
to polling, are extraordinary and must
meet & high bar of justification. Yet no ex-
planation, let alone evidence, has been of-
fered for why this exercise is necessary
now. Instead, the justification has taken a
familiar and troubling shape: vague and
unsubstantiated claims about “illegal wot-
ers” and “cross-border infiltration™.

If this is not a damning indictment of
the ministry of home affairs’ failure in
protecting our borders, then it is definitely
dog-whistling to create a pratext for the
possibility of large-scale manipulation.
The pattern is unmistakable and, to the
opposition parties, the ohjective seems
transparent: to manipulate voter rolls ina
manner that systematically excludes mi-
norities and the poor.

This is not the first time such tactics
have been deployed. In the run-up to the
Hi24 Lok Sabha elections and subsagquent
state elections in Maharashtra, lakhs of
names were added to the electoral rolls in
a short period. Opposition parties have
raised valid concerns about the sudden
spike and the unusually high late-svening
turnout surges. The ECI has refused to re-
lease digital, machine-readable electoral
rulls or polling-day OCTV footage.

Allsn, shesd of the elections, right-wing
commentators and academics belted out
dubious ‘studies’ raising unfounded
alarms about “illegal voters”. The exer-
cize was repeated in Delhi right before the
Hi25 assembly elections. No other official
data supported these claims.

The fear-mongering in the name of “il-
legal migrant=" or “bogus voters” used to
be an idenlogical fringe position—it has
become a tool of institutionalised disen-
franchisement. This framing is used to
justify aggressive and opaque revisions
of electoral rolls that disproportionately
target Muslim, Dalit and poor migrant
communities. Now the ECI is echoing
this language without any evidence and
without accountability

There is & conspicuous absence of data
and a deliberate invocation of public
anxiety around border security and de-
mographic change. The shift from dog-
whistle politics to executive action—par-
ticularly by a constitutional body like the
ECI—is a dangerous point.

The ECI must conduct a thorough and
honest investigation into these allegations
if India's reputation as a democracy is to
survive. The Constitution of Indis, under

Asking voters to prove their eligibility afresh can disenfranchise
large sections in a poor state like Bihar where lakhs work outside.
The Election Commission must explain why it's reguired

VOTER ROLL
REVISION NEEDS
SOUND REASON

MANDOJ KUMAR JHA

Article 324, entrusts the ECI with the con-
duct of free and fair elections. This does
not just mean ballot secrecy or smooth poll-
ing Iogistics, it means ECI is constitution-
ally bound to protect the integrity of the
electorate. This integrity is compromised
when antire communities are asked to
prove their right to vote without a shred of
evidence against them.

These allegations are not speculation of
losers. Research by Sabyasachi Das has
demanstrated that in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, BJP candidates won a dispro-
portionate number of tightly contested
seats, especially in BJP-ruled states. His
analysis points to patterns consistent
with the possibility of ‘manipulated” rolls
and irregularities in voter turnout data,
not campaign strength. Economist Abu-
saleh Shariff, who was a member of the
Sachar Committee, conducted voter roll
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audits in Karnataka that revealed nearly
20 percent of adult Muslims were missing
from the electoral list. while 035 percent
of Muslim househokis had only one listed
voter. These patterns are not random—
they are engineered exclusions.

Reports suggrest that verification for the
SIR will require individual voters in Bi-
har to furnish decumentation proving
their eligibility and citizenship. These re-
quirements bear an uncanny resemblance
to the discredited National Register of
Citizens (NRC) exercise in Assam, where
millions of Indians were forced to dig up
decades-old documents to prove citizen-
ship, often arbitrarily.

According to povernment data, owver T
lakh citizens of Bihar work outside the
state. Introducing these hurdles now will
not only suppress turnout and bar legiti-
mate voters from participating, but the re-

WHOSE TONGUE IS IT ANYWAY?

ANGUAGE remains an attrac-
tive business opportunity in
Indian politics. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah joined a
long line of political entrepre-
neurs when he recently said, at
the launch of a book by Hindi
poet and administrator Ashutosh Agni-
hotri, that the days of English are num-
bered, and that English-speakers in In-
dia would soon “feel ashamed”. But what
exactly was the venture about, and was
it & Iosing proposition?

In the language business, north Indian
politicians usually propose to replace
English, the working language of the
Hritish Raj, with Hindi, the language in
which governments after independence
hoped to bind together the states, which
were demarcated on linguistic basis.
Indira Gandhi established the department
of official language in the 19705 to give
teeth to the Official Language Act, 1063,
Its core project was to promote Hindi in

e work of the Union government.

The first step was to create vocabularies
to describe the functions and processas of
government. Words like nyayalaya (court)
were not in common use in the 1970,
The Urdu adalat prevailed. And newfan-
ghed terms like urjs mantri (minister for
energy} sounded unnatural Delhi's gov-
ernments had always relied on English,
Urdu and Persian to conduct affairs of the
state. Now, a new Hindi vocabulary had to
ba assembled quickly—and awkwardly
The news on state-controlled media baffled
millicns. State-sanctioned schoal curricu-
lums festured monstrosities like vismaya
dibodhakchinh, Hindi for the exclamation
mark. Only a language bureavcrat could
have dreamed that one up.

But yestervears' monsters are now fa-
miliar friends. Across the land, we know
what a nyayalaya is. Sporadically, political
leaders from Devi Lal to members of the
present government have even sought to
make technical education accessible in
Hindi, But the task of making up a fresh
vocabulary is challenging. What's the
Hindi for albedo? For the sternocleido-
mastoid muscle? It's better to teach chil-
dren English, the language in which most
af the world's useful knowledge iz encod-
ed today. The children of so many people
in government have been educated in pre-
cisely that language, often overseas, and
they do not want to be ashamed,

In the English versus Hindi struggle,
some states sensitive to cultural domina-
tion had caught on right away: their moth-
er tongues would become collateral dam-
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age in any attempt to unify India through
one Indian language, which would push
down all athers to & lower status. Now,
Shah seems to have pitted English against
the Indian languages; more recently, he
has called Hindi & “sakhi” (companion) of
all Indian languages. Nevertheless, lin-
guistically sensitive states like Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal would fear that
Hindi is hiding in the shadow of the Eng-
lish bogey The department of official lan-
guage is today under Shah's ministry.
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Even if we place poets Dom Moraes
and Namdeo Dhasal at two ends
of the language spectrum, there
were athers like Arun Kolatkar and
Dilip Chitre wha proudly straddled
themiddle ground with bilingual
warks. They embodied the
multicuttural, multilingual country
India was expected to be

Setting aside the rhetoric, Shah’s main
point coneerns cultural suthenticity Ever
sinee the rise of the right in the 1980s, we
have been told that India can be authenti-
cally understood only by autochthonous
Indians who spring directly from Mother
Earth, like cabbages. Unfortunately, there
is some truth in this.

A distressing example: bestselling an-
thologies of Indian litersture mostly turn
out, an closer inspection, to be collections
of Indian writing in English. Mo Maithili
or Malayalam, plesse, we're Indian. It is
also true that schooling has divided the
nation into a tiny elite comfortable in
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English, and the majority which identifies
with mother tongues. But a handful have
also made the effort to cross this man-
made border, to see how the other side
thinks, and some have learned to settle
comfortably in no man’s land.

In the workd of Mumbai poetry, we could
place Dom Moraes at one end of the cultural
spectrum. He attended missionary school,
went to Oxford, travelled the world and was
steeped in the modern English poetic tradi-
tion. Reading his work, you could imagine
the poet gazing wpon the rolling downs from
the window of a crofter’s co

We could place Namdeo Dhasal at the
other end of the spectrum—a Buddhist
born in Pune, raised in poverty in Mum-
bai, a Dalit Panthers founder, poet of
Kamathipura and other gritty realities—
as very Marathi. He reached English-
reading audiences via the bilingual poet
Dilip Chitre's translations,

Now, consider the man in the middle,
Arun Kolatker He had common ground
with his friend Chitre—both had translat-
ed Tukaram. But Kolatkar had attended a
Marathi school in Kolhapur and went to
college in Gulbarga, came to Mumbai dirt-
poor but rose in advertising and graphic
design, in the orbit of the legendary Kersy
Katrak. Like Chitre, he led a bilingual cres-
tive life, writing in Marathi and English.
And that made him the ideal poet to write,
in English verse, of the road to Khandoba's
shrine in Jejuri, one of India's most deeply
layered folk pilgrimages.

Paople like Kolatkar and Chitre embod-
ied the India that independence was sup-
posed to create—multicultural, multilin-
gual, progressive and not ashamed of any
of it It was expected that depressed com-
munities would find liberation in English
{the Dalit activist Chandrabhan Prasad
still works tirelessly on the project), and
the English-speaking minority would get
over the colonial hangover and seak out
their roots again. The language wars that
pockmark our modern history were never
supposed to happen—at all.

{Views are parsonal}
{Tweets @pratik_k}

Survival of a complex structure is dependent

upon the strength of elements and the help of a

linkage. No majority has the right to inflict its

views on the minority or even sound supercilious | Seshan

quirement to establish eitizenship by poor
Bihar residents and migrants living in
other states is designed to produce large-
scale chaos, deliberate confusion and fear:

The Representation of the Peopla Act,
1950 lays out clear procedures for the in-
clusion and deletion of names from the
electoral roll. It does not authorise open-
ended ‘special’ revisions based on specula-
tive narratives. Any extraordinary revi-
sion must be justified by credible
demographic evidence, nt meth-
odology, and inclusive consultation with
all political parties. None of these condi-
tions have bean met in Bihar

It is not just about individusls losing
their right to vote or padding up a party's
votes by fictitions voters. It is a stroctural
maove to tilt the electoral field. If even 2.3
percent of votes are strategically sup-
pressed or added in a tightly contested state,
it can alter outromes in dozens of seats.

Tha legitimacy of an election begins
before the first vote is cast. The credibil-
ity of polling is at risk if people perceive
they are being prevented from voting.
With the state appesring to use burean-
cratic tools to reshape the voter base, peo-
ple—especially the poor and the power-
less—will heve to contend with asituation
wherein they themselves do not count as
voters. Democracy is not just backsliding,
but dying little by little.

The opposition demands an immediate
and complete halt to the special revision
process in Bihar until the ECT publishesa
full justification of the basiz and method-
ology of the exercise. Secondly, all docu-
mentation requirements should be re-
viewed for legality and consistency with
the RPA, 1850, We also call for independent
audits in constituencies where large-scale
deletions or additions have occurred in the
past five years. Furthermore, we demand
the release of machine-readable votar
rolls, as well as demographic breakdowns
of additions and deletions.

If the SIR is allowed in Bihar without
this, it will be taken as a clear case of vot-
&r hasa manipulation. It will be disenfran-
chisement masgquerading as vigilance.
The ECI must be hald accountabla—not
just by the courts, but by the public, civil
society, and every political party that ba-
lieves in constitutional democracy We
will not allow this abuse of power to pro-
ceed unchallenged.

The electorate will bear witness that
the opposition parties had to not only
counter the programme and promises of
the ruling coalition, but struggle to foil
attempts to disallow people from voting
by the very institutions that had the job
of protecting their franchise.

(Views are personal)
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Aviation imperative

Ref: Develop a robrust aviation mainbenance
erosysism in India {Jun 7). While safety

iz non-negatiable, high vacandes, poor
infrasteucturs and procedwal inefficiencies
are endangering lves. Deeper structural
reforms and investment s in safiety oversight,
hilled manpomer and certifisd infrast nocbore
are urgently required. |t is not just a technical
upgrade, but a life-saving imperative.
Rajakumar Arulanandham,

Railways' responsibility

Ref: Fare hike must not folt affordable rail
Erawel [Jun IT). Mobility is a distinguished
indication of Life, for which the Indian
Railways is hailed as a lifeline. Any

maove must take into account the socio-
emonomic impact on pazsengers travelling
im general class for compelling rzasons
Like liwelihood and health isswes, unlike
the relatively well-off co-passengers
travelling in AL rompartments.
Sachidananda t

Calculated compromise
Ref: J P Nadda: BIP president with nine
lives (hen 27). J P Hadda's retention could
purely be coincidental. The BIP has lsamt
|0t from an extended expasure of powes,
Palitics is an art of possibilities, science and
calculated companmises.

One love

Ref: Protecting love in afl farms (lun I7). Love,
inall its formes, is the anly corract definition
of gud. All schoals of philozephy-Vedanta,
Christianity, Islam, etc= agree with it and
expaess the same truth in their own ways. To
love and to be boved is the greatest joy.

R Pichumani, Kumbakonam

Prioritised cooperation

Ref: Rainath refuses to sign joint 50
statement (Jun 27). No p2ace-loving nation
would deliberately omit the rerent Pahalgam
temor attack in the draft, Sie termorism is a
univessal menac, ta the pzaceful ambience
of the world, all SC0 membess must wnitz

o comibat tesrosism in all its forms and
manifestation as asserted by Rajnath Singh.
Rajamani Chelladurai, email

Crash updates

Ref: Al black box in, being anafysed: Gowt {Jen
7). This mews would bring, soeme relief to the
griving families of the passengers who lost
ther loved enes in the Ahmedabad plans crash.
Thorugh investigation should be takenupin
this matter and major keads showld be relayed
10 commeners.
Adinarzyan

Prablikhat, email
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Chic Can Be Local, It
Must Go Global, Too

Our crafts, Kolhapuris included, need lux branding

When models strut down the Prada Spring/Summer
2026 runway in Kelhapuri chappals — rebranded as “lea-
ther flat sandals’ and priced at a cool 1.2 lakh a pair — it
kicks up the usual storm over cultural appropriation, or
‘thieft’, assomecall it. While theoutrage over ‘stealing our
art’ is understandable, the question is: what's stopping
us from turning handicrafts into high fashion through
savvy marketing? India is a treasure trove of traditional
art, ready to be monetised. Consumers are willing to pay
maore for fashion — if they're told why it's fashionable,
Creativity in the business is as much about shaping the
narrative as it is about aesthetic identity. Instead of a
chappal, choli or dupatta being inserted into a Western
canvas, the chie can be mainstreamed in its native habi-
tat — for global consw

Toscalein w.'lluo.ln:lnnhan:l:l:ram must plug into the

igh-fashiondistribution network. This
calls for closer interaction between
European labels and Indian artisans.
Thehigher valuedelivered by the Vieb-
len effect — where demand increases
with price — may not be shared equal-
g Iv but some of it will acerue to work-
manship A lehenga crafted tomeet qua-
lity standardsacceptable to international buyers benefits
the entire value chain. Handicrafts can reinvent them-
selves through production methods lhal'uid \"1Iul: }Ilgll
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University rankings skew priorities — build a system that values impact more than numbers

Don’t Be Just Rank and File

SuryaHK &
Sandeep Sen

< niversity rankings suffer
from a fundamental Maw:
they measune what is sasy,
) ot what is essential To
understand the problem,
let's consider this analogy The train
Journey from New Delhi to Chandi-
garhtakes i hrs, Engincers proposea
5,000 cr plan to lay new tracks and
introduce highspeed trains, redu.
cing the journey time by 30 mins.
The assumption is that faster equals
better. But for most passengers, neal
improvement means cleaner wash-
rooms. smoother ride quality and
betier F& B options.

Is s precisely what university
rankings do. By prioritising indica-
tors such as research output. faculty
credentials or internationalisation,
they neglect what students value: ex-
cellent teaching. inclusive opportu-
nity and meaningful learning outco-
mes. Until we shift focus from speed
to o prrpe-

fashion, in turn, lowers the cost of creati ion,

This mode]l marks an improvement over the existing
global supply chain, where design is retained inconsum-
ingeconomies and production is cutsourced. Asa result,
designers and producers lose some skin in the game. But
asmore production mark fashi

evolvein o

tion markets, aestheticchoices shift accordingly. Imteall
of functioning as a two-way street — with ideas flowing
in one direction and products in the other — the fashion
industry could operate more effectively as clusters. The-
seclusters need not be located only where the clients are;
they can also for dskills. It's about

erefficiency in design, production and distribution.

Don’t Bother With
‘Mother Tongues’

The term ‘mother tongue’ is so soaked in sentimentality, that
it often escapes scrutiny It suggests an innate, genetic albegi-
nnmlnamrllmlnrhru:uaxﬂ usuallylhpﬂﬁlnnospnlwn'n
home. th i d scoldings. But

that emotional varnish and what remains is a concept more
sociopolitical fiction, less linguistic fact. So, when anyone
waxes eloquent on the ‘specialnessof a mother tongue, k-m

presti
sk, unlwwﬂl.ramllmqluu-.'mrm
se rankings that reward surface-lov
¢l performance over transformative
education.

These mnkings placeemphasison
superficial factors like placement ra-
tes, graduate salaries diversity
metrics, which often fail to capture
ithe true quality of education, rese-
archand socketal impact. Key indica
tors, such as employer reputation,
salaries, faculty-student ratios
and  internationalisation,
coniribute to a distorted
understanding of what
makes an  institution
successful.

For instance, the
QS World Universi-
1y Rankings
fthe latest rank-
Ings were relea-
socl onJune 22

W0 of its
soore on emplo-

larly, metrics like
placement  rates
and median salaries.
in NIRF and THE
rankings fovour 0
wlds Nike finance and
tech, sidel iningdis-
ciplines like socl-
al sckences, huma-
nithes  and

rankings by organisations like QS,
and India's National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF). causes
excitement and anxiety The purpose
of NIRFsexistence ks thatmost Indi-
an institutes don't feature in global
rankings like QS and Times Higher
Education (THE). Institutions ocke-
brate their rise in rank, while others
seramble o climb the ladder But are
these r f stu-

overy survey hns
a ‘perception rat-
ingt’. This makes up
o 40% of the score.

This rating boils down to
Thow popular an insti-
iube ks among stu-
dents and other sta-
keholders. In India, fewer than 30%
of the fop NIRF-ranked institutions

dents and ecosystem® Or are they
puishing universities to chase prosti-
e ot the expense of genuine acade-
mibe and research exeellence?

o partnerships with
local industries, highlighting the dis-
ooninect between rankings and real
world relevance.

Theobsession with rankings push-

Be more than just drones

s universitics toward profit-driven
rrdebs, uneder mining the developme
it of well-rounded students.

» Know ledge to profits Universiti:
es are adopting business-like mo-
dels, des igning currbcula that priori.
tise mar- ketable, high-paying
skills rather than
fostering intellec-
tml  curiosity
STEM and mana-
gement program-
mes receive dis-
proportionate
attention. whike

» Superficlal

diversity In ma-
ny countries, in-
cluding  India,
universities  in-
vest in diversity
hires and recruit in-
ternational students
to improve rankings.
While this may bo-
ot diversity statis-
thes, it doesn't

NIRFranked institutions have sub-
stantial partnerships with local ind-
usiries, highlighting the disconnect
between rankings and real- world re-
levanoe.

To make rank ings more meaning:
ful, they must evolve to reflect true
academic impact. student successand
socketal contribution. Here's how:
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Better than
Revenge

» Look beyond publ Uni-
versities should beevaluated not just
by volume of published papers, but
by societal impact of research, such
as patents, policy contributions and
Erassroots innovat ions.

» Redelining grad success Instead
af focusing solely an starting salari-

According to Qurankc teachings,
e s not an opthon. Revenge
only increases the problem. The:
chapter Al-Nahl (Bees)of the Gu-
ran gives practical advice. The
relevant verses ane translated as.
Followrs: if you want to I'ﬂahﬂll:

s, rank the
long-term impact of gradusates in ter-
msof entrepreneurial ventures. pub-
lie service contributions and carcer
trajectory:

injury doe to you. But if you are
patient, it s betber 1o/ be so (6:126)

What is reverige” Revenge is in-
flictirg hurt or harmon someone

» Encourag le-
annnzlmmulmmhmphmr in

for an injury or
the rrlmm According to Quran-

terd isciplinary com-
bining sciences, humanities and so-
cial impact research — should be re-
warded, as this fosters

e thereane two levels
of revenge — one may be calbed
eqqual revenge, mlllu--u“md
may bec

and sochetal development.
& Focus on local and regional fm-
[ l.;mw:snkvsihmmwm loc—

menl\ecenldflmahﬁs
Although revenge or netaliation
isallowed, but with a strict condi-

education.

* Neglect of
local  meeds
Gl rank-
ings  devalue
universities o
cused on local

prioritise  com-
mumity-driven nese-
arch over international

collaborations.

B Devil in details

Rankings are not as
diata driven as they may scem. Studi-
s show that reputation-based surve-
w5 make up to 40% of a university’s
ranking scone. In practice, this me-
:ms universities are often

I:;u.
ik hotld &

re welght in rankings, as their impa

B he others' bad
action. After a seriously thought,

et is more immediate and relevant to o real ises this is not an option.
the region they serve. Ko sinoere person can take this
hibe rankingsare un ption b
likely todisappear. their current form ey el you that your retaliation
woverhaul. Rather than focus- was completely equal io the acti-

ing on prostige and superficial met.

rics, universities should be evalua-

texd based on thelr real Impact on sty
1

on you received from the other.
Any sincere person will decide
Mmmmmm(h: WLNI L'

dents. society and glols
creation.
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By shifting the focus
as a race for numbers to a more com-
prehensive assessment of purpose,
higher education can return o its
irue mission: tocubtivate knowl
infov ||k|n amd soche tal oo, Unitil

you
S, there is only one mlm nnd
thai ks forgiveness. While revenge
iy e a W chagsber: forghve-
ness ends this chain. Forgiveness
means you hive pit afall stofp,

then, uni i s cha
ing meirics. while the broader pur.
pese off education isleft behind

ge, in this case, means.
wous harve placed a comma. Forg-
veness ksa rewanding action. For-

on peroeplion,
eelnlmil.\ fowerthan 0% of the top

Itihasa,

T

'3

Amish Tripathi

that such ‘maternal’ linkage ks — in today’s era of
socletal and lingulstic uidity — anachronistic,
Language isn't umbilical. It's circumstantial. You don't spe-

ak Marathi, Malayalamor English because of maternal osmo-
sis. Youspeak it

oramixtureof allthree —becauseof proxi-
mity, social dynamics, schooling, etc. The
35yr-ald child isa blank slate soaking in
the world, langusges (and biases) inelud-
d ed Shelslikely topickupthe comversatio-
nal language of, say, her ayah, rather than
of her mum. If aGujarati-speaking moth-
orhasa job in Dubai and has enrolled her

<34 kid inan English-med ium school, the kid's
so-called “mother tongue” might be armed with diphthongs
and shaky Gujarati.

‘Maother tongue’ implies that linguistic identity is perma-
nent and singular — that there is one true language nestled in
‘one’s soul” while all others are ‘Toreign” implants. This is rom-
antic bunkum: people outgrow languages, switch them for
comminbeative ease, or lose them entirely in disspora. The
termalso smacksof some kindof purity test. Bureaucratsask

Ins s s whsere cultural stories tra-
vel globally at the speed of Light., it

the New Game in Town

main Iuna‘is'unl:uml I AAA pam-
Ilb.

g, um prising the Ramayana
:\rhd!!'.\hnulmm along with the in-
tricate cosmalogy of Shivaamd Vish-
. provides narratives brimming
with dramatic depth, moral comp-
lexcithes and philosophical richness
ideally suted for immersive gam-
ing and universal appeal.
Unlike myths from other cultures,
these narratives have traditionally

tapestry of Indian itthasa —often
dismissed in the West 25 mythology
— i yet to have its own AAA — high-
budget,

been 1 a5 storfes but
as mnhlhlml itihasa), with
d in

Let's

layersof ph
cultural and social Gabric of Indian

profilegames develop.  elvilisation Our traditional storytelling must
edby Wh then,| i ightful space
Eaming Illorlilmsll'r Thisabsence. mllm'lllm:phmlnn ghobalenter.  intheworkd There wasatime when
however, a monu- e ourstories impacted many abroad

mental opportunity
Globally, the gaming industry, val-
wed atover $250 bn, and, in particu-
lawr, the action-adventure genre, thri-
ves on compelling narratives and
immersive workds. Tllll-slllwﬁnd of
‘War, inspired by Greek and N
epics, and Black Myth: 1.|Jm|1a_ oot
o in China's Journey to the West,
highlight universal appeal and im-
mense commercial potential of folk:
lore-rich narratives. Yet, India's anci-
enteples, rich with profound story-

answer. in part, les in Imlh scobond-
al past. Colonial rube significantly
disrupted indigenous storytelling.
sidel ining local narratives in Fvour
of Western literary and cubtural tra-
ditioms. The Western approach tend
ed to look down upon indigenous cul-
tures. Consequently, India's ancient

traces of which arestill visible in
Southenst Asin, While modern Endian
Titerature and cinema have a strong
domestic following. their global rea:
chhas been limited to those inter-
estee] i Incliaand our diaspora, A
LU ILASS A ISITem crossover,
like what has happemed with Kor-

epics. despite theirt pe

It yet to happen,

largely confined to bocal ind igenous
traditions or simplified n-d.'lDT-ﬂlmk.

B fiers adynamic, par-
ticipatory immersion unl ke any
other medium — perfectly suited to
bring denth and 3 of Indi

irir

2 dept
aniti audience and

telling and nua s, re

fation,

the youth.

However, creating AAA gamingex-
periences demands more than com.
pelling narratives. It also requires
technieal excellence and global pro-
duction standsards. Cultursl legiti-
miney isalso indispensabile.

The moment is ripe. Gaming today
s s thisn entertainment — it is
mainstream cxlture, profoundly
shapingglobal narratives, India's

iverses is 1 highly valuable dood
5 ; Salsburg Giobal VOUF
o, ol perfor naan: Semprar Autrig, e d fotete afier.
Action Learring Labs, New Delhi better for a believer

ing, with one of the largest youth
populations in the warld, uniquely
positioned to create and consume
this content.

Furthermore, gaming represenisa
potent formof cultural soft power:
Countries like.Japan and South Kor-
ea harve successfully exported their
cultures ghobally through gaming.
shaping perceptions and fostering in-
ternational culivral dialogue. India‘'s
rich narratives provide a sim ilar
opportunity toestablish its culiural
influence globally fostering deeper
understanding and appreciation.

It's not just about entertainment,
Iul:ldl'ﬂ:rrmg.ummuun]lln

diin’s com-

pelling hurranl\\-.-xmrn-nca

T writer s an muthor and oo founsder
Turn Garsing Lid

For it in forms, ministers extol its virtees. It's really ph
ridden linguistic gatekeeping disguised as heritage preserva-
tion. Retire the phrase, not because it"ssilly but because it's in-
accurate. Call it ‘comfort language(s)”, instead.

the monsoons to come while you feast

Bring on the Khichdi

Dance withthe Dragon ButSet Pace

e

_
A recent social media post by Chine

actur-

il v safcguands

ety

ing. P or joknt
\!'num |nm|umi Indian partners
Cl chas Hai-

Id welcome Chinese in-
vostment by prioritising interests
d setting chear rules:

o nmqm vnuudm] Tighly and
Luxshare-ICT. could helpacoelerate

= Allow joint ventures with Indian

Inelectronic components, where
Chinese suppliers play a substantial
role in globad supply chains, the €2.219
er Electronics Component Manufac-
tuaring Scheme (ECMS) 2025 will be-
nefit from Chinese participation via

i India.
> India has multiple routes to capital-
ise.on the “China plus One’ opportu-
nity: deepeningties with Chinese
supply chains, attracting Chinese

majority control, requiring time-
e

= Mandate tech transfier. and enfor-
e transparent transfer pricing and
acoounting.

 Estahl Ish strict local datastorage

m)olm
technodogy tra
Inmmnrl:r? “Make in Indlia’ has
created impact, such as electronics
manafaciuring services (EMS), we

that teaches How to Fall with

Confidenoe’

ES. How many developers
does it tadoe to-change:a light:
bulb? None. That'sa hardwa-
e st — plesuse fibe a ket
with Facilities onJira. ETA:
Mext quarter

0 seambassador o India Xu Feihong  FIN tosetup ing or pur- could pursue the goal of cluster-led
I mentioning a partnership betworn suing exclusion, However, given the W’uh these guard rails, Chinese inv-  ecosystem development. In essence, Chat Room
ChinasSVOLT Energyandanun-  global reliance on upply  estment can help Indiaevolve beyo-  this could be conceptualised asa 3-3
named Indian company, involving chains, exclusion is ie. nd l tonand climb miatrix with risk assessment on one
“There’s superstition. And then there’s smart superstition twoenergy storage projectsinMum-  # Selectively drawing Chinesein- the valuechain ladder At thesame  xis and India’s capability gapon i
Tatke the notion of smiling MP dan't foel like it lulmlhupm wasverbooked inthe  vestments o scale manufacturing time, |||.-u-\\r|:n.|llumdlulh-|n|: the other, keading loa spectrum of Nelghmur NOt
ol i media, Yet g in. from, Indiawill  cytightrope inaddressing Chinese based on the natureof the Pak,US Not Us
— to induce happiness. Essentially, the plan is o fool the India China investment dynamic. — beneflt the country companics’ soctor mtial,
brain(yes, it has itsfoolish side) into thinking, *Oh, the face Over the past . bilateral refa-  » Indiamust b gcautone-  ment visalssuance,and  India has several strategic options. Apropos (.-u \M e Post-9/11
is smiling! Maybe | was caught napping — I better start fir- tians have spannedawidearc,and — my inkey technologies —greenener:  regulatory or operatingchallenges. B PLEplus- DVA approach in elec Again’ by Indrani Bagchi (Jun
ing This n rebuilding trust s a gradual process. ‘Lmhmks. E.\-s batteries and semi i hat drive pos| lmmu\\mmpilanl.\mhns an, Aalm'\TunIr.l.l'kIal;maun
happy-making serotonin pronto! ean result But in an environment of geopalith  conducto gabally in rithoat sacri trate  worked well centre, remains
that happy feeling enveloping you even when you weren't cal and trade volatility Indiaand SOme Areas, 'Ahcmhmllﬂulm'.m- gic y are i dipomatically sidelined golsdly
feeling that happy — umﬂ Jou mpllmlui a mlh Now, China have astrategic opening to eflicient solutions can benefit India. 2 "red ith Ind except for China's calculated
partsaf th vare (ry"\ﬁllwlrmnmnl!nmh > mnﬂnurld cxgnndl‘xm'«nm amber-green’ strategic framework lm]lni !Iardsmrrmmnﬂn. mummmmm
v i exposing risks insin oint  ented manulacturing. strengthen s its capabilities, po- of strategic incoherence, [
qummmmmumﬂkmmm global wChi  domesticval viad tal risks and and chaster-lod SME devel . Trump's White House extended
rlwl‘llmrrmu wrp'rﬂkwsm bacsed MSME development, anden.  drawing chear red lines on sectors Fosters innovation. tacit legitimacy tohis military
pursuea ‘China plas One’ policy strict nathonal security a that are critical from a national se- ia ppd & pragmatic st- irme. This move exemplifies.
Mow, youdon't have to read Meghduta to know that khichdi ‘China plus 1 force I nd ha 113 al ndia shoald ade regl pl
your go 0 m rmmmmmh ﬂdﬂdn offering India a chance to posithon it- curity perspective(and,  anceon Chinese imvestment — nei- the meoral vacuity and hissorical
h all i m self as a neutral, rules-based manu- hence,no Chinese FIMis  ther fearful nor ind Trump's
h—with ik o pickd alreadybe welcome), tolow-and opening sebect sectors viaarules- Torvign polic driven moreby im-
inghad Inelia by n PLI madel poli- medium-risk sectors based, sector-wise FDI filter support- paslse than principle. For India,
ready started to rain. It is, after all, the rainy day dish. Now, ey for smartphones. ngshifted where conditional joint It ks grim readlirmation: noex-
Wum.. IIIDHtIIUh- froman ll‘\iln'l-ﬁ.n.ﬂ'u.‘dluﬂﬂ!!px‘l- ventures withoversight thon and SMEs, while excluding 1(‘rrk1'|M|n|‘[k||'l;\r‘j‘4|\'lM
oriented smartphone sector; India can bea potential route. sensitive or critical sectors. tibe UIS, e bee trusted as.a consis-
ay? You really wants to scale the electronics indus. Whileexcluding high- Callibrated operness with safegu- ent partner. Strtegic autone
st th 1d [ hronised bangi i N risksectorssuch s 3G in- - ardsattractscapab ity and capital mx rooted in soverelgm interest

sils chased the pandemic away, surely, mass khichdi con-
sumption can act &sa rain-seeding mega exercise. Hot khich-
i doesn't need rain. Rain needs hot khichdl. And, if that fa-
ils, youstill h

try
ased domestic value addition (IVA)
and exparts.

Despite positive momentum, Chi-
mesefirms have yet toplay asignifi
cant robe. This can change:

» Greater Chinese participation

Try afew nifty steps

fra, sectors such as battery
tech, solaror EVs could
adopt a controlled appro-
ach with PLIlike incenth-
ves to scale manufactur-
ing and potential exports.

with eigniy
I's tirme to open the gates while guard
ing the house.
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Qingdao meeting of Defence Minksters

T of the Shanghal Cooperation Organisa-
tion (5C0), that ended withowt a joint
communigué, indicates trouble within the 1058
tion grouping, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
wis foreed to withdrnw from the joint declaration
as it contained no reference to terrorism ar the
behest of "one natkon™ - a reference to Pakistan,
This is understanclable, given that the meeting
comes just weeks after the Pahalgam attack, and
Operation Sindoor, after which India's resolve w
fight terrorism has redoubled. What sounds
more surpeising is that not only did the draft re-
solution fail to mention terrorism but member-
states including host China and Russin had even

Practising equality in constitutional courts

ecently, the Supreme Court of India

decided o refix the methodology and

the criteria for designating liwyers as

semior lawyers. In fitender @ Kalla vs
Stare (Govi.) of NCT Of Delhi (2025), the Court
revisited the earlier judgments in the [ndira
Jaising vs Supreme Court of India cases of 2007
and 2023 and directed the High Courts in the
country to frame rules in the light of the instant
Judgment, Delivered on May 13, 2005, it did not
earn much public attention because of an
erroneous notion that it dealt with an internal
Issue within the judiciary.

The begal protession has a public character,
Therefore, the inequality within the judiciary
impacts not only judiclal democracy but also the
country's political democracy, The legal
plutocracy in India is essentlally systemie and it s
perpetated by the political and judicial wings of
the state,

The Orwellian notion that some are more
equal than the others was imported to the legal

reportedly referring to " <23
in Balochistan”, at the instance of Pakistan, while
leaving out mentions of the Pahalgam attack and
eross-border terrorism, that India asked for, This
is stark given that the SCO' founding Charter in
2002 focused on the need to build “mumal intra:
regional efforts o curbs terrorism, seg and

fession in the country as Section 16 of the
Advocates Act, 1961, It elassifies advocites into
rwo: sendor advocates and advocates. It says that,
based on abilivy, standing at the Bar or special
knowledge or experience In law, a ‘deserving”
advoente could be designated by the
courts as a senior advocate, The

extremism”, and the Director of SO0 signature
Regiomal AntiTervorist Structure was present,
by the SCO and the Chi-
nese Forelgn Minksiry stuck to anodyne state-
ments such as “..cooperation ...on modern se-
eurity challenges and threats™, All eyes will now
be on the SCO Forelgn Ministers' July meet and
the SC0 Summit in August-September to see if In-
dia’s comcerns are more aj riately sddressed,
New Delhi must study ther there are short-
comings in delivering its message on the three-
pronged “new normal” Prime Minister Narenclra
Modi announced after Operation Sindoor, In par-
ticular, China's unhelpful role as Chair on the is-
sue s disquieting, given its recent thaw with In-
din, Unlike the SAARC grouping, where India
held sway, the SCO s more focused on the origi-
nal founders China, Russia and Central Asian
States, Mr. Singh's particpation followed closely
on the heels of India disassociating itself from a
statement on lsrael’s June 13 attack on SC0 mem:
ber ran as it was eritical of Israel. Post-Operati
Sindoor, the government sent parliamentary de-
legations to 32 countries, but not o any SC0
member-country, It is possible that the govern-
ment Jost a chanee to give the grouping any pro-
minence by dolng so, although External Affairs
Mindster 5, Jaishankar chaired a meeting of the In-
dia-Central Asia forum in June., India's decision w
skip hosting an in-person Summit of the SCO dur-
ing its turm in 2023 could also still rankle, Break-
g with thee groupdng, which is an important re-
ghonal forum, will simply leave an open platform
for Pakistan. Instead of crying foul, the govern-
ment must convinee members that their interests
lie in strengthening cross-regional  support
against terrorism,

No time to rest

India did well in climbing up SDG
rankings, but falls short in governance
ndia has been ranked among the top 100
countries in the Sustainuble Development
Report for the first time since this data be
gan to be published by the Sustainable Develop:
ment Solutions Network (SDEN) since 2016, The
SISN s an independent body under the acgls of
thie UN, whose publications are tracked by policy-
makers and governments. In 2006, India was
ranked W0th out of 157 countries, making steady
progress to reach 99 this vear out of an expanded
basket of 167 natlons with better metrics and
more granular comparisons, But it is no time 1o
rest on this laurel, India must look at why this in-
cline, by 11 points, was not achieved any sooner
and the gaps o focus on, From a developmental
Ecrs;u-clm, thee SDSN ranks India as hving fared
etter in poverty reduction (SDG 1) even as In-
dia’s poverty estimuation continues to be mired in
controversy due to a lack of publicly aailable
consumption expenditure data since 2008 and
the pm.'rtwm (Rangarajan line T334day rural,
R4Tfday wrban) not having been updated, Proxy
data suggest a considerable poverty reduction,
almost halving between 2012 (22% based on
NSSO chatar) anek 2029 (Werld Bank - 1249,

But SDG 2 (zero hunger) has remained a cause
for comeern. It also reveals the wide disparity bet-
ween income growps and rural and urban areas
on aecess o nutritious diet. The National Fami-
Iy Health Survey (NFHS) estimates that over a
third of Indians (35.5%) were stunted (NFHS-5,
2009-21), only marginally better than 38.4%
(NFHS-4, 2015-16). Similarly, wasting, which is
low weight for height, reduced from 200% to
19, 3%, Obesity in the working age populuion (15
49 years) has almost doubled between 2006 and
2021, and concentrated in wealthier urban areas,
Electricity access (SDG 7) s another indicator
where Indl& has done wll ‘n\"lllll. Iho country hus

hiewved near uni
in the past two decades, the quality of power and
duration vary vastly bused on regions and urban/
rural fault lines, s, however, ludable that lndlu

wery incorporation of this provision in the statute
was problematic as it accepted the idea of
unegual treatment of those whe are otherwise
equils. This led w g sharp division in the legal
profession and created 3 legal oligarchy, which in
turn deeply impacted our idea of justice, This
division also had the wndemy L] aucleralc the
oo of the legal making
it almaost resemble the scene h1 the United States.

Situation in the U.S.
A Reuters repart titked “The Echo Chamber'
(2004) says that in the US, “an elite cadre of
Lawyers has emerged as first among equals, giving
their clients a disproportionate chance o
influence the low of the land". The report added
that a survey of cases between 2004 and 2012
shorwed that "66 of the 17,000 lawyers whe
peetitioned the Supreme Court succeeded at
getting their clients' appeals heard ata
remarkable rate”, The report demonstrates that
during this period, less than 1% of lawyers were
handling 43% of the appeals to the U5, Supreme
Cuurr, Il adcl'- that 51 out of 66 were the most
af the profession and

represented the corporate hrmu. This resulied in
"o decided advantage for corporate Ameriea, and
a growing insularity at the court”, says the report.

Tnis not as i we have followed swit in India. The
point is that our system is valnerable to the

Kaleeswaram Baj
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Suprems Court

al india

The top court
should not

dlisp |1|y within
the legal
fraternity

i Inddia

danger indicated by the U.S experience.
Therefore, India must guard against the perils of
growing ineguality in the legal profe The

o be fallacious and subjective by the Court in
2025 in fitender. Yet, the Court did not revisic the

basic bon against the clauses in

Judgments in Indira Jaising and fitender fail 1o
acldress this fundamental bssue and endorse
Section 16 of the Advocates Act with Inadequate
reasoning. By way of these judgments, not only
has the Court failed 1o put its house in order but
hais also perpetuated the nequality that can
damage the justice delivery system enormously.
Thee basic judgment in Indira faising (2007)
authored by Justice Ranjan Gogol, sought to
‘reform’ the existing practice, The Court also
considered a wrll petition by the National

the kws on liwyers, by referring the case toa
larger Bench,

Towards a fairer system
The Inclian legal profession has a symbiotic
relation with the country's freedom struggle. The
mational mevement, which was led

v by Liwyers, | e a legal
lrm-mhy lllnr was deeply socletal and sacrificial,
This was followed by the political er of
Nehruvian soclalism which lasted a few decades

Lawyers” Camy for Judicial T and
Reforms, that t.hallq.-rumi the tlunulﬁr.:m:mnl
lawyers, The validity of Section 16 of the

Al Act al

provisions in the Supreme Court Rules 2013, were
assailed. The prescription for pre-awdience for
senior advocates was also challenged, 1‘111. Ouurl.
hewever, did not accept the

ith the ting

alfter Ind i visualising India as u socialist
republic. Tl'u.- word “socialist’ was added in the
Preamble, with effect from January 3, 1977, by
wary of the 42nd Amendment 1o the Constitution,
Instend of taking note of this hisworical
trajectory in light of the equality cliuses in the
Constitution, the Court, in faising, rather

Jitender also, the Court endorsed the vnlld.ilym
these clauses and asked for peripheral reforms in
the process of finding cut the most ‘deserving’.

Unaddressed questions

The latest judgment sald that the point-based
assessment Followed hitherto “can hardly be
objective” and that “it tends wo be highly
subjective”, Yet, the Court permitted the
application system o continue, saying that the
application for designation could be treated as a
consent for designation, as uﬂulrccl by the
Statute, That the Court wanted the High Counts to
Frame new rules for ‘designation’ does not
eliminate the possibility for errors or extraneous
considerations, Thus, the questions whether
there could be a classification among lawyers at

noted the practice in other
Jurisdictions such as Nigeria, Australia, Singapore
and Ireland, That there has been sueh a practice
of classification elsewhere cannot justify lts
adoption when the statatory scheme was
serlously challenged on constitutional and
empirical grounds in the Indian context,
The result was devastating: The lack of

| inthe process led o that
created a legal plutocracy, Jurkst F.5. Nariman
Lamented that we have established a caste system
among liwyers, It i widkely filt that the judges
often get impressed by persons. in thelr own
mige in the matter of designation. This is termed
s "homo social morphing’ in scademic circles, In
this, women and the marginalised groups were
sidelined. A creamy layer was segregated based
on parameters which are flawed, as

all andd whether it passes the
muster remain unaddressed,

Thee Court, in Inciva Jaising (2007) sad that the
wrong or improper exercise of power is nota
ground to imvalidate the provision in the Act, But
the contention was that the clssification is
Inherently arbitrary and diseriminatory. It was
argued that “even if an objective eriverin is Lild
dewn and is followed, the distinction between
the two classes of advocates has no nexus with....
(the) advancement of the legal system, which in
any ease ks also and in fact, effectively serviced by
advocates who are not designated as senior
advocates”,

Thee Court, however, ignored this submission
by saying that as long as lhe&wrarrwum o be
followed eould be preseribed by the Supreme
Court, the classification would hold good. This
answer begs the question, It is ironic that these
narms and guidelines laid down in 2007 are held

lged by the Court,

The systemic disparity within the legal
fraternity is so horrendous that thousands of
eligible and deserving lawyers remain unheard
and go unnoticed in court halls in India, Very
often, "star lawyers” monopolise the system,
without any legitimacy whitsoever, leading 1o
imtellectunl apartheld, This situation negates
Judicial diversity based on a sense of
egalitarianism nn-u deprives the r‘nurl af lhe

of the bar,

hupur!ant natlonal issues are adjudicated based
on submissions of a chosen few, as llustrated by
the recent Wagl (Amendment) Act Challenge,
This too creates a situation where litigation,
especially in the Court, becomes the privilege of
the rich which is incompatible with India's

witl scheme. Ina profession where
equality is an imperative, the Court ought not to
have abetted the prevailing disparity.

A Chinarled trilateral nexus as India’s new challenge

ast week, China, Pakistan and Bangladesh

el their Arst trilateral meeting in

Kunming, China. The discussions focused
on furthering cooperation and exploring the
possibilities of deeper engagement. This meeting
closely folbows another triliteral meeting
between China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, held
n May, with the aim of externding the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
increasing cooperation, These trilaterals, led by
China, come at a time of Pakistan’s littde relevance
to the region, India's increasing relations with
Afghanistan, and New Delhi's deteriorating ties
with Bangladesh, The use of trilaterals
underscores China’s fresh attempts at making
Pakistan a stakeholder in the region and keeping
New Delhi prececupied with immediate
CONCErnS,

A war that shaped alignments
The 1962 war between India and China has
Largely shaped regional alignments and
peopolitics. Following the war, China found
Pakistan o be an ally that could keep India
engaged with immediate threats and limit it from
challenging Beljing's interests, security, and
status, On the other hand, Pakistan deemed
China to be a country that would unquestionably
offer economic and military assistance o support
its aggression against India, To date, Paklstan is
highly dependent on China for assistance,
Envestments and infrastructure development. In
Eact, by the end of 2024, Pakistan had a loan of
over §20 billion from China, It is estimated that
over B0% of Pakistan's arms imports are from
China, In addition, China has also shielded
Pakistan-backed terrorists wt the United Nations
Security Council and other mulilateral platforms,
This camaraderie was largely visible during
Indin's Operation Sindoor in May 2025, China
termed Incia's recaliation o the
Pakistan-sponsored attack in Pahalgam as
“regrettable” and urged a political solution and
cliabogue. ll backed Pakistan's stance of initiating
an investigation into the Pahalgam terror attck
n April 20025, The latest escalation also saw
Pakistan deploying various Chinese-made
hardware and weapons that ranged from
surveillance rgdars, drones, missiles, guidance
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systems, and fighter jets. In the immediate
aftermath of Operation Sindoor, Pakistan's
Foreign Mindster met his Chinese counterpart o
reaffirm its “iron-elad friendship.” The trilueral
with Afghanistan and other countries likely
emerged from this meeting,

The resurfacing of an idea

This idea of China and Pakistan using plus one
against India Is not a new phenomenon. Even in
1965, Pakistan firted with the idea of using East
Pakistan, China and Nepal w cut off India from s
strategic Siligurl corridor. This idea of using South
Aslun countries seems o have resurfaced as both
Chira and Pakistan face a confident India,
Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks in Url (2016),
Pulwama (2019), and Pahalgam have seen India
retaliate in a befitting manner. It has shown that
Irelin will no longer wlerate Pakistan’s nuclear
blackmail, India has also used its diplomatic clout
and growing economy to isolate Pakistan. India's
suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty, halting
trile, restricting port access, and targeting
military installations — all as a part of its
retultory measures against the Pahalgam attack
- has damaged Pakistan milicary's operational
capacities and confidence, highlighting
Rawalpind's limitations and weaknesses. India's
military and diplomatic responses o Chinese
border intrusions in Deklam and Galwan have
ailso lkely taken Bedjing by surprise. New Delhi
has also increased close cooperation with
like-minded countries o limit Chinese
AggTessions,

At the same time, India's pragmatic
engagement and domestle podites of the region
have slowed down China’s momentum in South
Asia, In the Maldives, Befjing appears reluctant o
trust President Mohamed Mulzzu and the
country's economy, despite his initial anti-India
rhetoric, Mr. Mz has now turned 1o India o
keep the country's economy afloat, In Nepal,
despite signing the framework for Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI} cooperation, major differences in
funding remain unresolved and the progress of
projects hus been skow, In Sri Lanka, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake is developing close
thes with India by respecting its redlines. Despite
Ideological and historical differences with Delhi,

he visited India before China, In the case of
Bangladesh, despite differences, India has not
hindered the trilateral energy cooperation with
Nepal,

These increasing anxieties are likely w have
mativated China to push for trilierals with
Adghanistan and Bangladesh, Before their
respective regime changes in 2021 and 2024, bath
countries were staunch supporters of India's fight
against both Pakistan and its state-sponsored
terrorism. With the change in regimes, however,
Pakistan and China have amempted o draw both
countries eloser to thelr orbit, They remain
cautious of pragmatic engagement between India
andl the Taliban, fearing that Pakistan would lose
s beverage, At the same time, Pakistan has
nereased security, economic and political

R with the new g 1in
B

esh,

Historically, both Bangladesh and Afghanistan
have enjoved close ties with Pakistan and provide
a fertile ground for cross-border terrorism,
Pakistan's influence, surlmrwd by China and its
economic clout, could thus create new terror and
security-related challenges, This will help
Pakistan become a relevant country in the reglon,
create rifts between India and its neighbours, and
keep Delhd preoceupded with immediate security

terror-related challenges, making way for
Chinese BRI projects, interests and investments
in the region,

China efforts and setbacks

The developments in the region demonsteate,
once again, that China, and not Pakistan, is
Incin's st challenge. With both Pakistan and
China contfronting a confident India, China sees
an opportunity to challenge India through the
trilateral nexus, At a time when India is seeking
support from South Asian eountries to fight
terrorism, Chinese efforts will create new
setbacks, South Asian countries will thus have o
learn o balance between India and China, as
Beljing uses Iskumabad o create new
complexities in the region, On s part, Delhi wil
have to continue 1o express redlines and convey
the point that any misadventures by its
neighbours could have severe economic, military,
and political costs,

today ranks as the fourth largest
pacity deployer, mainly solar and wind, And
while India has bettered its score In infrastruce
ture provision (SDG 9, noteworthy additdons be-
ing rapid mobile penetration and finaneial inchs-
sion  through  UPLlinked  digital - payments
prteways, COVIDAS revealed the stark difference
berween rural and wrban Internet penetration,
which must be addressed 1 achieve even higher
educational outcomes (SDG 4). It is welling, ho-
wever, that throughout the Modi years, India's
performance in governance, the rule of law, press
freedom and strong and independent institutions
(SDG 16} has heen kigging.
i

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Setting foot in space

What an histeric leap for
India in space after decades
IFront page, June 27). The

Indian Space Research
Organisation's missions, It
must be viewed as an
investment in advancing G,

space odyssey is sure to
rekindle scientific curiosity
amang, schoolchildren,

opinions within its ranks,
There is a cantrast between
Shashi Thareor's balanced

Law and order

| am sure that | am nat
making a mountain out of a
and the molehill, but there is

bad light, The points that
are being raised by the
(rpposition parties cannaot
be dismissed, The political

cost of the Gaganyaan India's sclentific progress. \jayawada, Andha Pradesh Congress critical stance concern about the law and dispensation needs to act,
ission and the budpet J.P. Reddy, toward the government at order problam in Tamil Manl Nataraajan,

spent on Shubshanshu Natganda, Telangana Tharoor versus Congress the Centre, which seems to Nadu, The series of Chennal

Shukla’s seat on Ax-4 are It is unfortunate that the be its primary agenda, Incidents that have been Letters emalled o

not relevant if one considers
the success rate of the

More impartantly, the
research work during the

TRIE LIINTM T

Congress party appears to
be intolerant of individual

Manicklsl Chakrabarty,
Chenna

*
e

reported from across the
State show Tamil Nadu in a

lettersthehindu,co.in
must carry the postal add ress.
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Soon after the most recent conflict in West Asia broke out, the Indian government evacuated more than 1400
Indian nationals from Iran and more than 1100 from Israel under Operation Sindhu, Many of them are medical
students. Alisha Dutta reports on their anxiety about their courses even as a fragile peace holds in the region

n New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International

Airport, Suhail Qadri, 57, paces nervously

in front of an ‘arrivals” gate as he waits for

his two children — Imroz Qadri, 20, and
Raiban Qadri, 23 - to land from conflict-torn
Iran. When he finally sees them, quietly exiting
from another gate to avoid the glare of cameras
his face lights up with relief. The brother and sis-
ter drop their luggage and run into his arms in a
dimly lit corner.

Imroz and Raiban are students of the Tehran
University of Medical Sciences in the capital of
Iran. Suhail, a resident of Srinagar in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K), says he had lost touch with them
from the fifth day of the conflict that broke out
between Israel and Iran on June 13,

“For the last two days, 1 have been glued to my
phone, waiting for an international number to
pop up on my screen. [ was hoping that the caller
wold either be my children or an embassy offi
cial telling me where they are,” he says.

In J&K, every fifth house has a child pursuing
an MMBS degree in Iran, explains Suhail. When
news first broke about heightened tensions bet-
ween Iran and Israel, Suhail and some of his
neighbours quickly reached out to their children.

The students were not perturbed at first. They
became alarmed only when they began to spot
miissiles, "Imroz called to say Israeli bombs had
hit Tehran on June 13,7 he says. “They saw many
missiles and got messages on WhatsApp that
two Kashmiri students were hurt.”

On June 13, the Israel Defense Forces
{IDF} instructed people in Tehran's District
18, which includes military buildings and
residential neighbourhoods, o evacuate,
When the IDF launched the attack on Iran’s
capital, several residential buildings and un-
iversity complexes were impacted. Following
this, the Indian Embassy in Iran posted on X that
Indian students had been moved out of Tehran,
The Embassy requested other residents with ac-
cess to transportation to leave the capital too.

On June 18, the Indian government launched
Operation Sindhu to evacuate Indian nationals
first from Iran and then from Israel as well. Imroz
and Raiban were two of the 160 people evacuat-
ed and flown directly to India on June 20. So far,
under the mission, India has evacuated more
than 1,400 Indian nationals from Iran and more
than 1,100 from lsrael.

Missiles in Iran

When the attack began, Imroz recalls sitting in-
side the women's dormitory room with her
friends. “We were having a sleepover when we
heard a thud. We thought crackers were being
burst. But when the noise continued, we realised
that there was an attack,"she says

Minutes later, Imroz and her friends, who had
been following the news on the tense situation in
West Asia, realised that the street in front of their
dormitory had been bombed by the Israelis. Pane
i stricken, they rushed to the basement and hud-
dled around the guards trying to understand
what they should be doing next.

Hania, 23, a fourth year MBES student at the
Tehran University of Medical Sciences, saw the
Israeli air strikes hit the unrvtrl.n;'mmplma_ “The
bomb dropped on the men's dormitory and the
glass windows broke, Shards of glass injured at
least two Indian students in the dorm,” she says
owver a call from Qom, about 160 kilometres away
from Tehran, while waiting to be evacuated,

Hania says the Indian Embassy contacted In-
dian students in Tehran and asked them to relo-
cate to Qom, a relatively safer city. Many students
chose to move out in buses provided by colleges.
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Many of us
chose to
pursLe an
MEEBS
degree in
Iran because
the tition
fees s far
lower than
in private
medical
oolleges in
India.

NARGIES
Ssudent

Some, like Hania, booked private cabs. "There
was no time to pack properly, so I left with my
documents, some dothes, food, and some cash
lying around,” says Hania, who is alse from J&R

Tamheed Mughal, a third year student at the
same university, says he has lived in a conflict
zome {J&K). "But when [ found myself in another
country hearing the incessant sound of bomb-
ing, I began palpitating. My anxiety got worse
when the U.5. entered the war,” he says. Some of
his peers have heard that the university will be
holding a meeting on June 30. This, he thinks,
may help him decide his future course, Tamheed
is keen to go back and complete his degree.

Iran’s Health Ministry claims that 224 people
have been killed so far in the conflict.

Accustomed to conflict

Indian nationals enrolled as students in lsraeli
universities sy they had become acoustomed to
the stress of being at the contre of a conflict zone
even before the latest round of attacks began bet-
ween Iran and Israel.

Sreyashi Bhowmick, 31, a postdoctoral stu-
dent enrolled with the Tel Aviv University,
“Whenever Israel senses an attack coming its
way, the civil defence force warns us of a possible
attack from another country. The sirens then go
off and we are expected to rush to the nearest
bunkers or bomb shelters.”

Sreyashi had earlier been evacuated in Octob-
er 2023, under India's Operation Ajay, launched
in response to the conflict between 1srael and Ga-
za. She went back in February 2024, to continue
work at the Geological Survey of Israel.

“It is exhausting to be on alert abways,” says
Sreyashi. "It is bound to take a toll on your men-
tal health, especially whin you are living an your
own, but the government here is very organised
regarding wartime protocol,” she adds.

On the evening of Israel’s attack, when Iran hit
hack, Sreyashi was alone in her apartment. “It
was the middle of the night when messages start-
e coming in, asking us to move to bunkers and
bombs shelters. But to do that, [ had to step out
alone and walk to my landlady’s house, since my
apartment does not have any bunkers. So [ de-
cided to stay put” says the student, who hails
from Kolkata in West Bengal.
rael. She says, ometh-
ing drastic happens, the Indian Embassy will ar-
range for our evacuation.”

Another postdoctoral student from Weiz
mann Institute of Science in Rehovot, a city
about 20 km from Tel Aviv, says panic had not set
in until missiles hit his university. “Everyone liv-
ing here tokd me that they had seen missiles be-

Astudent from Iran's Urmia University hugs her mather at the alrpoet in Dethi.
SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ing constantly launched and intercepted. Only
when my university was hit did I realise that 1 was
living in a conflict zone,” he says.

He has been living in Rehovot for more than a
Vedr. About his decision to study in b.rdi.] which
is already at war with Gaza, he says, "1 was aware
that Isrsel was at the centre of 2 geopolitical con-
flict, but since it is so invested in scientific re-
search, it seemed like a good choice.

He reached Delhi after U.S. President Donald
Trump declared a ceasefire on June 23 between
the warring nations and is now home in Kolkata.

Living with worry

During the early hours of June 19, a flight with 110
students from Iran's Urmia University landed in
Mew Delhi. Like many others, Nargis, 22, a resi-
dent of Mumbai, Maharashtra, was in the midst
of her semester exams when she was given a few
hours’ notice to leave. With just a cabin-sized
bag, she travelled from Urmia to Qom and then to
Yerevan in Armenia and then tw Doha before f-
nally reaching home.

After spending 52 hours in transit, Nargis is
elated to be in India, but she is also worried. Wip-
ing beads of sweat off her forehead, the second
vear MBBS students says with a faint smile that
she is hoping for stability in Iran soon.

I took a loan to pursue an MBES degree
there,” she says. “Many of us chose to pursue an
MBES degree in Iran because the tuition fees is
far lower than in private medical colleges in In-
dia. A mediocre private medical college in India
costs & minimum of ¥l crore. In Iran, we can com-
plete the same degree by paying 230 lakh without
compromising on the rigour of education”

Sitting inside an apartment in a colony in Sul-
tanpuri, Delhi, Aman, 21, a first-generation med-
ical student in his family, is anxious. "Going by
comversations on WhatsApp groups, several un-
versities in Iran might open up for local stu-
dents in a couple of weeks, but the university is
vet to share any information with international
students,” he says,

Aman says if he is unable to go back, he may
not be able to complete his foundational degree.
“Universities in Iran have tie-ups with other fo-
reign universities, but the National Medical
Council of India does not take cognisance of
medical degrees from every other country. This
degree is the only way my family and 1 can climb
the societal and financial ladder,” he adds.

Imroz left Iran during her semester exams.
She spends all her time chatting with worried
friends on WhatsApp and following the news.
“We have not received a single notification from
our university about when our classes will res-
ume, so my brother and 1 have no clue what lies
ahead,” she says. Imnoz has left all her books and
notes in Iran, so even if she is asked to study on-
line, she believes it is going to be a challenge.

The parents of these students are equally
worried. Md. Kachakkarel, 55, from Malappu-
ram in Kerala, has spent nearly all his savings to
educate his youngest daughter. *1 have spent
more than 45 lakh for her degree and stay in
Iran,” he says. "If she cannot complete her de-
gree, what was the point of my working in the
Gulf for 25 years?”

Kachakkarel says he went to work at con-
struction sites in Saudi Arabia to save enough to
fund the education of his three daughters. "1
saved every penny doing manual labour to en-
sure that my children could pursue higher edu-
cation, which I could not. My youngest daughter
has come back from Iran. The older two had to
live through extreme stress while pursuing med-
ical degrees from Russia, which is at war with
Ukraine,” he says.

While Indian students from Iran are unsure
about when they can go back, those studying in
Israel are more certain that they will be able to
g0 back soon. The postdoctoral student studying
in Israel says considering how prepared the

himirl student hugs her

IMRAN HISSAR

ee

I have spent more than 245 Lakh for my
daughter's degree and ¢ in Iran. If she
cannot complete her degree, what was
point of my working in the Gulf for 25

M. KACHAKKAREL
Father of studens

country seems to be in dealing with emergen-
vies, he is certain that things will get better soon
and he will be able to resume his research.

A sense of déja vu

Reports and videos of students deplaning after
being evacuated from Iran and Israel with noth-
ing but backpacks and small trolleys brought
back many unhappy memories for Dr. Jeetender
Gaurav, The 30year-old resident of Patna, Bihar,
was one of the many students evacuated from Ul
raine in 2022 He was relieved then, but that
warm feeling quickly turned into fear as the situa-
tion in Ukraine worsened with time.

When war broke out between Russia and Uk-
raine in February 2022, nearly 18,000 Indian
medical students were evacuated from Ukraine
under the Indian government's Operation Ganga.
Among them were several students pursuing an
MBES degree. Following petitions from the stu-
dents who had returned, the Central government
committes recommended to the Supreme Court
that the medical students be allowed to take the
final MBES exams in two attempts, according to
the existing National Medical Council syllabus
and guidelines. The Court agreed. Once they
passed the exams, the students were required o
complete a compulsory rotatory internship, The
government clarified that this was an exception
and would not set a precedent for the future.

Those who had not fnished their iveyear
course and chose to stay in India had to either
tike the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test to
redo their medical degrees or explore other ca-
reer options. Ukraine universities also offered to
help students migrate to other foreign universi-
ties to complete their degrees.

Some Indian students went back to Ukraine to
finish their medical degrees. Jeetender, who had
been pursuing a degree from Ternopil National
Medical University and was in his third year, was
one of them. He says his university was offering a
transfer to universities in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Ubekistan, Afghanistan, and Georgia. But
since a medical degree from these countries was
not valid in India, many students waited and
eventually went back to Ukraine.

But on reaching Ukraine, the students realised
that the situation was much worse than what
they had imagined. After nearly eight months of
continuous conflict, they were hit by skyrocket-
ing inflation. Electricity supply, too, was limited.

“Russia had hit most of the major power grids,
sowe would get only two hours of electricity a
day. For the rest of the day, we had to manage
with candles. Our phone batteries would die of-
ten,” recalls Dr. Jeetender. While those like him,
who went back and completed their degree, are
now expected to clear the Foreign Medical Grad-
vate exam and complete a year's internship, ma-
ny who chose to pursue the last leg of their de-
gree online are expected to take the same exam
and follow it up with at at least two or three years
of internship before getting a licence to practi

Dr. Jeetender says that unless the universities
in Iran open their doors again for students, the
road ahead will be as rocky as it was for him and
his peers, “The low availability of seats in Indian
medical colleges makes it impossible for strand-
ed students to be absorbed in,” he says.

Witk imputs from Bindu Shajan Prrappadarn
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The big

Al shake-up

Hlustration: Satheesh vellinezhi

voice digitisation system was imple-
mented around four months ago.

“Initially, the invoice details were documented
on paper, and later entered manually into the
systemn. Now, the job is being dunel:l} Al which
extracts details from the soft copies of invoices,”
says Vijay (name changed), who is overseeing the
project and a few other Al initiatives at the
haspital.

According to him, automation brought down
human intervention in the process by at least
50r%. “No one has been laid off. People were only
repurposed,” he says while admitting that the de-
wvelopment may affect recruitments in the future.

Hima (name changed), a
consultant at one of the
biggest accounting firms,
was part of an office meet:
ing recently where people
were encouraged to share
their apprehensions on the
firm's Al implementations.
“Some of our coders were
very upbeat about the in-
troduction of AL There is a
resource crunch in the
coding team, and they are often very stretched.
But with the firm investing in Al tools and code
assistants, they say life has become easier for
them," she notes.

t a leading hospital in Bengaluru, an
A artificial intelligence (AD-enabled in-

Multifaceted effects

As Al reshapes the workforce across sectors, its
effects are proving to be multifaceted, and far
from uniform.

Bengaluru is today home to more than a lakh
Al professionals. The city was also recently
ranked among the top five Al ecosystems in the
Globul Startup Ecosystem Index. With Bengaluru
positioning itself in the thick of Al advancements
and the Karnataka government now on the cusp
of laumching the next IT policy, the State's Infor-
mation Technology and Biotechnology Depart:
ment recently launched a survey to assess the im-
pact of Al on the workforce.

Skills in
general will
undergo
massive
change.
Those
required in
the new
world of Al
will
necessitate a
high level of
digital
lireracy.
AL-ML skills
evenin
non-technical
roles will be
very essential
IO

GURUPRASAD
MUDLAPUR,
wice chatrman of
I Bamataka and
wlce presldent of
Basch Group In
Indsa

While Bengaluru is home
to more than a lakh
artificial intelligence
professionals, Al has also
brought with it fears of
job loss. The launch of a
survey recently by
Karnatakas Department
of Information
Technology and
Biotechnology to assess
the impact of Al on the
workforee is an
indication of the State

getting set to face up to
this multi-dimensional
issue, writes

Shilpa Elizabeth

Among other things, it aims to understand
hew AL is being integrated into day-to-day opera-
tions across organisations, which business func-
tions are seeing the biggest changes, and which
job roles are most vulnerable to automation.

The survey is an indication of the State taking
serious note of the big shakeap that is on our
doorstep.

The Al-augmented future

From enhancing precision in surgeries to detect-
ing frawd in banking and finance, enabling robot-
jc automation in manufacturing, powering per-
sonalised recommendations in retail, and
optimising traffic control in cities, Al is becoming
increasingly ubigquitous and almost indispensa-
ble. According to the United Nations, the global
Al market is projected to reach $4.8 trillion by

2033,

The other side of this, however, is the fears of
lay-off and displacement, espedially in jobs in-
volving routine and repetitive tasks, coupled
with a growing sense of overwhelm as workers
struggle to adapt to an ever-evolving workplace.
A recent report by the United Nations Confe-
rence on Trade and Development predicted that

In comtrast: Balaji Parthasarathy, professor at INT Bangalore and principal investigator of the Fairwork India project,
argues that in India, the impact of &1 on the workforce will pan out differently as compared with the West. GETTY MaGES

Al'would impact 40% of the jobs worldwide and
widen inequality. Amazon CED Andy Jassy's re-
cent comment about the company moving to a
smaller corporate workforce due to the adoption
of generative Al toolks and agents has not helped
allay fears, particularly as the tech giant has laid
off more than 27,000 employees since 2022,

What is going to be the net result of this dis-
ruption and how is it going to play out in India?

“1 think, in the future, all of us will be Al-aug
mented humans,” says Guruprasad Muodlapur,
vice-chairman of the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry, Karnataka, vice-president of Bosch Group
in India, and managing director of Bosch Ltd.
While acknowledging the possibility of signifi-
cant disruption across industries, he believes the
net outcome will be positive.

Skilling crucial
While it is clear by now that the IT and ITeS work-
force stands to see the biggest impact of the tech-
nology, changes are expected in sectors such as
financial services, manufacturing, healthcare,
and e-commerce.

“Skills in general will undergo massive change.
The skills required in the new world of Al will ne-
cessitate a high level of digital literacy. ALML (ma-
chine learning) skills even in non-technical roles
will be very essential now,” remarks Mudlapur.

According to him, while Bengalurn, or Karna-
taka at large, can boast of the highest Already ta-
lent pool, specialist Al talent — which is required
to develop an Al model, for example - is in short
supply. “We can see why we have not built a GPT
of our own,” he points out, while adding that un-
versities also need to take note of the require-
ments of the future and act on training students
accordingly.

Initiatives in skilling

Karnataka's IT-BT Minister Priyank Kharge notes
that shaping strategic interventions under the go-
vernment's skiling initiative, NIPUNA Karnataka,
is among the aims of the Al survey. The survey is
the first such initiative by a State government and
a serious step in the direction of skilling.

“There is a strong need to understand the ac-
tual disruption that is happening. A lot of people
are saying a lot of things, but is that disruption go-
ing to result in actual job loss, or is it something
that can be addressed through reskilling or up-
skilling? It is to understand this that we have
reached out to stakeholders through the survey....
1f you see the way Al and other emerging technal-
ogies have disrupted over the last four years, we
wold require some collective feedback from the
industry so that we would be able to give out the
maost conducive policy for growth,” he says.

With technology poised to change the way the
IT and ITeS sectors work, companies too have
been moving in the direction of skilling.

“I'm constantly trying to repurpose my people
toe shift them towards the demand,” says Ravi Va-
santraj, Global Delivery Head, Mphasis.
“I'm now changing my ta-

lent management sys

tems to start allowing
for people to get trained
or hyper-personalised
in their training. Let's
say someone is a full
stack Java developer, but
we are seeing demand
for people with React.js
or Node.js skills. We will
start prodding this person
o get trained in them, showing his
chances to get higher billing and hence higher
compensation,” says Vasantraj who likes to see Al
as "an lntdllp,ent assist — like A-RVLS. to Stark
in Avengers
Sindhu Gangadhdra.n MD of SAP Labs India
and chairperson of the National Association of
Software and Service Companies, notes that the
company offers curated learning journeys tai-
lored to individual skill profiles, leveraging inter-
nal platforms, global partners, and partnerships
with institutions such as IM Bangalore, [T Ban-
gal.cllz, BITS Pilani, and Northwestern Kellogg.
“The result is a future-ready workforce empo-
wered to lead with an Alfirst mindset. Today,
50% of our employees are already Al- znablad
Ower the past year alone, they've completed
maore than 35,000 courses and clocked over
2,00,000 learning hours,” she says.

Multiplying demand?
With almost every corporate investing in Al and
demand for Al agents and tools increasing, the
number of Al roles has also risen, creating a large
demand for people trained in the same. A recent
report by Naukri JobSpeak recorded a 25% year-
onsyear rise in hiring for AIand ML roles in India.

“It (Al will create more than it will alter,” says
Vasantraj, who believes that not only will the
technology not take away jobs, but will probably
multiply the demand 10 times and enhance the
productivity of employees.

“The combined industry of North America,
Europe, and Asia-Pacific spends anywhere bet-
ween $1.8 trillion and $1.9 trillion to support lega-

«cy technology. This is known as tech debt.
are worried that they will lose their jobs to AL But
«our premise is that these $1.9 trillion will come in-
to the market because now it's viable”
According to him, the latent demand from
clients who were earlier reluctant to deploy Al is
now getting activated. Mphasis witnessed its pi-
peline jumping up by an unprecedented 70% bet-
ween quarters three and four in the last financial
year, he notes.

The other half

The high demand for Al talent in IT and ITeS is,
however, only half the story, say sources within
the industry. While there is demand, the ele-
phant in the room is the immense pressure on Al
development teams within companies, says Rad-
hika (name changed), who works as a project
manager at the Bengaluru office of a global tech-
nology and service supplier.

“Companies like ours have purchased Al tech-
nologies from behemoths like Google or OpenAl
for huge prices. The investment has been mas-
sive, and they need returns. To get the desired re-
sults, they put immense pressure on Al develop-
ment teams, often pushing them to the brim.”
she notes. According to her, most IT and 1TeS
companies have so far not been able to achieve
the expected efficiency or profits by deploying Al
in place of people. "Coding assistance is the only
use case that is working to some extent,” she says.

The way forward
then, has been to
extract more out of
the remaining em-

Our industry evolves ployees,  alleges

very quickly. This Radhika.

industry was written “Even when they

down afier Y2K Burwe  1vent fived the i
sues with the exist

are shape-shifters, and
we keep learning. My
vhew is thar there will be

ing Al tools, they ine
vest in more. This
will not only bur-

adecouplingbetween  den the employees,
revenues and but ;Jsonrfduc; the
headcount, which quakity of procacty

and services in the
industry going for-
ward,” she says, cit-
ing the example of
the customer ser-
vices function,
where several com-
panies  witnessed
lower customer satisfaction after trying to re-
place executives with Al bots.

means that with the
same number of people,
you'll be able to multiply
Tevenues.
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Technology vs. labour

Balaji Parthasarathy, professor at IIT Bangalore
and principal investigator of the Fairwork India
project, argues that in India, the impact of Al on
the workforce will pan out differently as com-
pared with the West. He points out how some
companies, for example, have abstained from de-
ploying Al in certain roles in India, simply be-
cause the labour is cheap and pliant, and labour
lawrs are loosely enforced.

“If you look at the warehouses of big compa-
nies like Amazon in the US., there are high levels
«of automation. In many parts of the world, they
are experimenting with drones for delivery. But
in a country like India, where labour i relatively
inexpensive, it doesn't make as much sense. It
may, in fact, be costlier for companies to bring in
these technologies. Here, workers are replaced
easily because there is high levels of unemploy-
ment and labour rights are not strictly enforced.”

+

Sector-specific debate

He notes that the Al vs. jobs debate is also sector-
specific and a function of whether the Al tools
«can deliver on the organisational priorities. “In
areas where you require precision or the job is
‘hazardous, deployment of Al or robotics is crig-
«cal. If there are tasks that can be easily automated
at very low costs, Al will be used for them. Then
there are fields where the technology will enter
bbut will require human beings to know how to
use them to augment what they do, rather than
displace them. I think the word ‘augment’ is not
considered enough,” says Parthasarathy.

The fear of job loss is not entirely baseless
though, admits Mudlapur. Repetitive manual
skills may be the most vulnerable, and these
might involve job roles such as coding, invoice
processing, accounting, and research assistance.
Mid-skilled white-collar jobs like analyst might al-
=0 get replaced if they do not have deep domain
knowledge, he remarks.

“We see the coding efficiency poing up by 30%
if we adopt AL GPTs, and other tools to enhance
the codes. But we can also say we may not re-
quire 30% of the software talent. But a positive
wazy to ook at it is this 30% could do more sophis-
ticated work, like building models and so on,” he
says. “Overall, there will be a shake-up in the job
market. That is very clear”

The shape-shifters

Vasantraj of Mphasis feels the anxietios, at least
concerning the job losses in the IT/1TeS sector,
are part of the usual fears before any new tech:
nology takes off. “Our industry evolves very
quickly. This industry was written down after
Y2K. But we are shapeshifters, and we keep
learning. My view is that there will be a decouw
pling between revenues and headeount, which
means that with the same number of people,
you'll be able to multiply revenues,” he notes, at-
tributing the lay-offs at the companies to macroe-
comomic factors rather than AL

According to Vasantraj, regulations, responsi-
lble Al, and data breaches should be the bigger
CONCETNS.

“If Al is combined with quantum, you have a
real problem. Your Gmail could be hacked in 30
seconds, Given the kind of geopaolitical situations,
there will be characters that might start using it in
an obtuse manner. It's similar to nuclear energy
in that sense. If you have a | A-RV.LS. with Stark,
you will also have a Thanos somewhere. But
that’s a problem for tomorrow,” he says.

Aldg
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Glossy an the outslde, glitche.
raem at the same haspital which has o lage cormug

ldlei The neswly cordtructed Govemment Genersl Hosaltal
ated metal shutter in place of & wall, BawsseisHE 6.

Idalipet, which was

Built to heal,
but left to rot

From shuttered duty rooms and unsafe hostels to sprawling unopened hospitals, Telangana's bold push o set

up a government medical college in eve

y dlistrict has bed o an over:

‘hed, underseaffed system. Students are

left to teach themselves, doctors wunp.mldml faculty shortage cripples learning, Siddharth Kumar Singh
exposes a public healtheare vision mired in delays, neglect and widening gap between promise and practice

n the otherwise quiet stretch of Road

Number 4 in Telangana®s Siddipet dis-

trict, about 100 kilometres north of

Hyderabad, one bullding stands out
nat for iis design, but for the activity it draws,
Rickshaws, hatchbacks, private cars and ambu-
lances are parked in a haphazard line along the
narrow tar road. With litle room for four-wheel
ers insice, the road outside becomes a makeshift
parking lot for those visiting the Government
General Hospital, Siddipet,

Step past the entrance and a rectangular lobby
opens up, To the left, o quese snakes around the
Curpatient Registration counter. To the right,
rows of plastic chairs are packed with patients
and attendants — women in saris fanning them-
selves, elderly men on walking sticks, young pa-
rents eradling toddlers, Though owtpatient hours
run from 9,30 a.m, w 2 p.m., the hallway is full

by 1 am.

Adding a splash of colour to this scene s a
atrip of Cherial painting across the top of the hos-
pital walls — vivid red panels telling traditional

tales, 4 nod to Telangana's folk art legacy. It is an
oddly comorting juxtaposition: culiural flourish
amid chinieal fatigue,

Dowen the carridor is the duty doctor's room
a modest 15x8 feet, with two foldable metal beds
lining opposite walls, What catches the eye isn't
the scueeze, but the far wall, or the lack of it. In
its place is a large corrugated metal shutter, the
kind one would see fronting a kirana shop, Only
two brick pillars frame it; a white cernmic wash-
basin clings tw one side.

Perched on a metal bed is a young doctor,
wihite coat on, stethoscope around her neck, She
speaks ina calm, practiced voice about jugeling
medical education with long government hospi-
tal shifts, her words painting a picture of exhaus-
tian, resilience, and a system stretched thin,

“Though it is now a teaching hospital, Siddipet
still runs on the infrastrecture of its obd identity:
an ares hospital with 780 beds, There is no space
1o add mane. That is why o new 1,000-bed hospi-
tal was built nearby, But that is stuck in limbo -
paolitical disputes, budget delays, commissions,
The building is ready, but has not been handed

She gestures towards what lies just five kilo-
metres away - a gleaming new hospital building
imaugurared with much fanfare by Siddipet MLA
and former Health Minister T. Harish Rao in Oc-
tober 2023, Built adjacent to the Government

ical College, the new Government General
Is a sprawling, palacelike structure,
gly similar to a high-end corporate hospi-
tal. But behingd the glossy feade lies silence. One
and a half years since its inauguration, the build-
ing remains non-functional, caught in bureau-
cratic limbao,

When the first batch of medical uludt-nﬂl en-

, hostels and college, all in one
place, That vhl::n remaing unrealised, What has
arrived instead s a fewlty crisis wo big o ignore,

“In some departments, there ane 12 o 15 post-
graduate students and only three fculty mem-

es

Rapil
setting up
of s many
GMCS has
resulied in
Impressive
Duildings
that
resemble
fully
Tunctioning
medical
Institutions.
Bt insiee,
there are

SO s,

bers = one professor and two assistant profes-
s0rs, 5o PGs end up doing everything: weaching,
ward rounds, you name it Recruitment has not
happened. The Directorate of Medical Education
keeps saying notfications will be issued, but they
never do,” the doctor says,

Sl also points to a persistent safiety concern

commuting after night duty. “The road to the
college becomes eerie after dark, 1t is so unsafe
that we have o ask the boys to escort us, There
have been cases of women doctors being fol-
lowesd. 1t is Frightening,” she says.

But this s not unigque wo Siddiper.

Across Telangana's 34 government medical
colleges, the sime problems recur, Before 2004,
the State had just five government-run medical
colleges, Over the st decade, the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi government pushed to open one in
every district. By 2024, as many as 20 new colleg-
es had come up as part of that ambitious
expansio

But the growth has been lopsided.

“The rapid establishment of so many govern-
ment medical colleges (GMCs) has resulted in ime
pressive buildings that resemble fully function.
ing medical instwtions. But inside, there are
serious gaps — faculty shortage, insulficient clin:
leal exposure and other systemic deficiencies,
says a senior official from the State Health de-
partment,

A system under strain

At GMC Earimmagar, & second-year student sums
up the elassroom situation blundy: “There is not
enough space to sit, Two batches share one lec:
ture hall; some of us stand or sit on the Aoor, The

hostel Is no better. 1t s overcrowded and tempor-
ary, We are sill waiting for the promised

building."
Chver at G algonda, transportation is the
briggest hurdle. “The hospital is seven klometres

away, buet there are no dedicated buses, Our prin-
a request to the Director of Medical
1 and even o our MLA, Komatireddy
'-M-nhn Reddy, who is also a er, He pro-
mised two to four buses, but not a single one has
arrived,” a student says,

At GMC-Asifabad, the problems cut deeper,
“Wee don't have MBBS-qualified faculty, Our labs
don't function, We are expected to leam without
tools, withowt guidance” says a firstyear
student,

Things are no better in Bhadradri Kothigu-
dem, where a postgraduate student shares, *De
partments like Anatomy and Biochemisiry
vun by non-MEES stail, That is a direct vielation
of National Medical Commission (NMC) norms,
We have raised complaints but nothing has
changed.”

Maost students here live in rented flats, often
cramped and unhygienic,

At Rajiv Gandhi Instinute of Medical ‘iclmwx
Adilabud, the situation is downright bleak. “We
stay in quarter clusters with no clean water, no

thights, The mess food is inedible, the quar
ters stink, and there is no CCTV cameras or se-

curity.  'We are

working  12-hour
shifts and studying
through the night
in such  condi-

Regular recrultment tions,” says a first-

wils promised st year.  year PG student,

Bt alter the SO At GMC-Na-
subrdivision notfication the daily | M

e | D lnhrl 2023 Bt rémal id. van -fune llm\.:l vl date; Ilu-klm MBBS students attending a clads at the Gavernment Medical College, Siddipet; the duty :le tar

s ~ have the highest intake at 250 seats each,
The rest range between 50 and 175, In early June,
the National Medical Commission kssued show-
cause notices o 26 of them, citing critical short-

falls in infrastructure, clinical material and
faculty.,
A vacancy Hst accessed by The Hindu, released

by the Directorme of Medical Education in July
2024, lays bare the extent of the staffing crisis in
Telangana's government medical colleges and
peaching hospitals,

OF the sanctioned Assistant Professor
pasts, anly | have been filled - leaving 1,736
positions vac e shortage extends to profes-
sors as well, a senior doctor confirms.

“These gaps would not exist if the Stawe go-

smment had a consistent, calendar-based
cruitment process,” suys 4 doctor working as a
contract Assistant Professor at a government
medical college, “Even under contractual ap-
pointments, our saliries have not been paid this
year because the comtract itself has not been re-
newed, And this isn’t just about Assistant Profes-
sors - it affects faculty across all levels"

The doctor warns that the system is nearing a
breaking point: "Morale is low. Many are wonder-
img how bong they can go on without pay or clar-
Some are seriously consi-

Another doctor points o repeated delays,

“Regular recrudtment wis promised st year, But
after the SC sub-division notification came out,
everything was put on hold. Even after receiving
Cabinet clearance, officials keep saying the notifi-
cation will come ‘next week', It has been over
twio maonths and nothing has moved.”

Fixing the cracks

commute Is a risk
in isell, "We lost
our college bus last
year, Now we tri-
vel  eight kil
EEtres at our own expense. Many of us live in dis-
tant, unsafe hostels. After 7 p.m,, the road turns
pitch dark. There is no fencing, no security,” says
a junior doctor,

The conditions are equally grim at GMC Jan-
Baon too, "We girls are put up in an oldage
home, The boys are crammed into tny rooms,
There are no labs, no gym, no sports, nothing.
And we are charged 0,000 a month for fran.
sport,” says a siudent,

In Mahesky m, students attend clisses on
borrowed premises. “There are no proper labs,
We do physiology practic lecture rooms,
The subsidised hostels they promised never
came, We are paying 17,000 a month in rent for
rooms infested with cockroaches and spiders,” a
student shares,

At GMC-Kamaneddy, the gap between college
and hospital - just 3.5 kilometres - is a daily hur-
dle, "With no transport, we often miss clinical
postings. Some of us even skip meals just o save
time," 4 student says,

Even at established institutions like Gandhi
Medical College, cmt-s are showing, “We have
nnl one assi each in Radiol

Microbiology. Immrum, else is handled by
pwﬁl’lldullﬂn Forget learning, we are barely sur-
viving,” says a student. The infrastructure hasn't
kept pace either, “The elevators are constantly
breaking down. There are water shortages, out-
dated pipelines and stray dogs keep biting st
dents, This is not a campus, it is a batdefeld.”

came out, everything
waas put on hold
ADOCTOR

Promises deferred

Fraom broken hostels and piteh-dark roads w mis-
sing faculy and absent kabs, the accounts echo a
commaon story: of systemic neglect wrapped in
Blossy expansion,

A postgraduate student from Vikarabad puts it
plainly: “We are the face of public healthcare, But
we are studying in the shadows of unfinished
buildings, of missing mentors, of apathy.”

Telangana's 34 government medical colleges
collectively offer 4,140 MBRS seats. The top three
= Gandhi, Osmania, and Kakatiya Medical Colleg-

hile, in response to the NMC's show-cause

he Telangana government has set up 10
Medical College Monitoring Committess to con-
dluet field inspections and compre hensive assess:
ments of all 34 GMCs and their affiliated teaching
hospitals across the State. The move was formal:
ised through a Government Order issued by
Huulrh Secretary Christing Z, Chongthu on June

'I he GO states that the alm s to develop a de-
taided action plan o ensure full compliance with
NMC standards by June 2028, The committees
are tasked with identifying an-ground challenges
and recommending institnstion-specific, sustaina-
ble solutions.

Each committee includes officials such as dis-
trict collectors, medical college principals and
haspital superintendents, Their mandate covers
a wide spectrum — from infrastructure and lab fa-
cilities to the availability of medical equipment,
haostel conditions and academic spaces. They will
also evaluate the clinical workload, inclsding
functioning  of in-patient  wards, operating
theatres, diagnostics and emergency servic

Staffing gaps, both teaching and non-teaching,
will be mapped and recommendations made for
recruitment through Medical and Health Services
Recruitment Board, Telangana State Public Ser-
vice Commission or local u)n[l,w[uul appoint
memts en by chisrict acmi WS,

The commitiees have also been asked 1o assess
‘hestel safety, sanitation, food quality and the pre-
sence of support systems like anti-ragging me-
chanisms, grievance redressal cells and counsell-
img services, Operational issues such as supply of
essential drugs, food provisions, infection con-
trol and utility expenses are also under review,

The functioning of systems such as the elec
tronke Health Management Information System,
hiometric and fackal recognition a:mndann. and
CCTV su @ — both acad 1 clinvical —
will be audited, The committees are expected o
submit detailed field reports by June 30.

Whether these committees will spark lasting
reform or simply become another bureaucratic
ritual remains to be seen. For now, thousands of
young doctors continue o study, serve and sur-
vive in conditions far removed from the promises
once made to them, In Telangana's grand medi-
cal expansion, it is not the buildings but the peo-
e inside them who are being tested the most.
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difficult commutes on the ‘Tocal

" are justified as the Mumbai .-:pirll‘]rlun\phlngamnilmtht-mkh snehal Mutha

findls that the suburban raitway system of India’s financial capital falls short of what the city requires

ind Ketan Sarof,
3, riends and neigh-
besurs, travedled together o work dai-
Iy, They would board rln- Muibsad les
BINg
sovering 36 km. Like other
# a.m. local during pe
the business process out-
pany they worked at.

On June wrisf, along with three other pas-
S wrain accident; s others
were I|l|ll|1'd This week, one more person, who
n the accident, died.
Ral cident could have oc
curred due o jerks on a eurve bitween Diva and
Mumbra statbons in Thane, The bags of commu-
ters standing on the foothoards of two tralng go-
Ing in opposite dtuqllmn
Shivaji Maharaj Te (s

mulr g coy

lexse balanee, e unnlllll. Iu urh\ I-IN
m '\I:IM: walts, along \hlll] his father .|| ul Sue
ul

tradn dlicd not stop”

Thee Mumbal Suburban Railway System in
Maharashtra -.|'lw n averpge of 75 lakh com-

L8t
ndl £ m af the West
eight corridors.

hwi nd headduartered in Mumbai,
e local trains cover 1Iu' Mumbai Metropoli
tan II\'L.IHH (MME) 1 6,328 s km, a5 per
Mobility Plan, 2021, MMR

| Suburban, ancd

51,000 peaple
locals, as per
rmation ||n sentedd in

on the Vira
Railway, Virar

T
s a1 coastal town In Palghar dis-

oD

Idon't know
whetherl
canever
step intoa
train. He fell
right in frong
of my eves, |
was Inslde
ancl he wis
standing at
the door
DEEPAK
SHIRSAT

trict, abowt G0 km from Mu 3

Judhav's petition sought accountability and
stitedd thae the raflway administration had failed
to provide a safe mode of transport W commu-
ters, who are compelled to use the suburban rall
wiry systermn s i e and accessible, On
June 20 this ye ne of the
High Court, referring to the wit filed by the
Central Rallway in response to the petition, said,
“It Is disturbing that in 2024 alone, 3,588 people
died (including while crossing ral
This means 10 Mumb

Daily grind

As raindrops patter on the nmyiln rosof of the
Th: railway station, rler, 50, 18
walting for a loc in. 5 i at her watch
now and then - an ording | stations

in the city during the monso rhar is one of
many commuters caught between life and sur-

vy shoulder in 2008 ona Badlla-

ce then, pain has become a part of
ays, aclding that her knees hurt oo,
10t an option for sh math-

|l'I:l>~ are " A |1|'n|1|l'

mave on, and
“Nothing much has changed over the
deluys and erowding are still the sa she adds,

Western Rallway spokesperson Vineet Abhish
ays a lot has changed in the past 20 years,
“We have increased our capacity by almaost 70%
throwgh multiple projects to upgrade Infrastruc.
ture and modemnise the rolling stock. As of now,
key projects like extension of the fifth and sixth
line, and the Harbour re in 1Iu- plipeline,
which will add to our ]

Commuters are dem
pand the network, espec
e, According o the C
h-| ged by the long process of Lang
and rehabilitation of proje

In the meantime, 3
ng are packed like LI-III::! in a sack,” sy
lup|\.| Paw: +who commutes daily at 8.30
Iu'\'II o reach his workplace in
ey that takes 30
wting that the Central
sund 4,000 passengers

ins to ex-
y o the II.||l1n||r

(Vo) Commisters pwalting trains during peak hour at
the Malasopara rallway station |n Mumbal; overcrowded
trsing are part of the dally commiute. EMMANUAL Yoo

during peak hours every day, despite hving
pacity of 2,500, while the Western Rallwa
rles double fis b

. i |
|I|!|l||:~:~|h|l' ]
ily. \M- live

i Licks vislon,

"'Ilw\-' should have known that the ciiy's
growth would lead to inereased pressure on the
albways, given the exps nuhnulnulm ke
d Belapur in
the proposed Mumbai 3,0 (K.
New Town) and further development in Ralgad
et he says, demanding a shuttle service
e I|| regions like
el on fts owtskirts, E
wula stretehing south to
ot system makes it pos-

| lines, he says,

narth, so a linear
sible to run parallel

Rallway reaction
Following the incident, the R
regulates the Indian Railw,
launch of a prototype non-AC train with an awto-
matle door closing system in January 2006,

“The new non-AC trains will be designed with
ventilation in mind,
rosof-mounted ventilation units to circulate in-sh
afr, and vestibules connecting eoaches to allow
pas: fi and distribuie the
crowd more eve apnil Nila, spokes.
person of the Cent

Commuters, however, ar \d\plu al about the
announcement, Siddhesh Desad, an activist with
the Mumbai Rail Pra angh, which was found-

ilway Board, which

el In 1995 w0 protect passenger rights, questions
how the  doors  will  function  during
overcrowding.

mn Radlway tested automatic
ew coaches during peak and non-peak
Towever, the experiment was deemed
i ul due to the door operation tme ex-
u'l'sllm.. the average halt time of 30 seconds o
i vels dur-
5 per mil
it of 700
 Railway.

ing the
lion),
ppm,” &

38 new
ains that would replace non-AC
trains in |ﬂ wsedd manner,

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis redt
this en June 10, & day after the aeci e,
rochueing more / s without
e has been prepared, We want
5 low as possible and make AC
sible for everyone without any dis-
wition,” Fadnmds told mediapersons.

Sitting on a b
ten's platform,
e el
AC 1t
where the doors
meone who thinks
ane more person.”

The Central Ralbway has also explored the op-
tion of changing office timings for better um\ul
management, but so far nothing has come of it

“We are laying tracks and soon work mll be
complete on several routes, including Kandivali-
nd Virar-Borivali " says the spokesper-
son of the Western Rallway,

Experts emphasise that no city can rely onone
miode of transport; o smooth commute requires a
multimodal system where the metro, buses, and
ather options share the load,
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India refuses to sign

OPINION [II4

Resurgent fundamentalism in Bangladesh

Fundamentalist groups in Bangladesh are positioning to enter Parliament through street mobilisation and polarising
rhetoric — posing serious threat to the country's minority rights and secular governance

SCO joint declaration

India's strong stand at SCO underlines its approach to
terrorism signalling its assertive foreign policy posture

ere has bean a paradigm shift in india's approach to forelgn palicy
pnst Pahalgam massacre, The country has taken and rghtly so, a zero
terrodsm. it is in its ap) h

condemn tarorism on all inbemational fora. It was once l,gl|l| at diq]lly in
China, At the recently concluded Shanghai
Defence Ministers’ Meeting held in Qingdao, China an June 26, 2025,
Imdia refused to sign the joint — & mave that its
principled stance on terorism and reglonal security. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, representing India, chose not to andorse the fimal
‘communigué, citing the deliberate exclusion of India's terrorism-related
‘concems from the iilfL' an issue India considers critical to regional peace

Uktant fundamentalist Islamist
Mparllm and organisations are
growing and becoming more
strident In Bangladesh under

the interim Gowvernment headed by Chiel
Advisor Muhammad Yunus, They hold pro-
cesslons, demonstratbons and mega rallies,

The Hefazat-e-Idam Bangladeshs massive
gathering in Dhaka on May 3, 2025, is an
example. They are gearlng up to contest the
country’s 13th general elections which seem
likely 1o be held in February. According 1o a
report by Salman Tareque Sakil published in
the Daka Tribunse n:‘]uue 25, 2025, under
the heading “Five rnlxglmu parties on path to
electoral cony romlse’ the lslaml Andolan
Banglad

to be adopted unanimously. The SC0 Defance Ministers' Meating brought
togethes fros |
Russia, bran, Pakistan, and sevaral Central Asian nations.

It ected to culminats in a joint
commitment to peace, security, and cooperation in the region. However, the
talks stumbled pressed for strang language
tmm particulary u'naa—hmdlr terrorism and the threat of non-state

P (WMDs). O i
state’s oppasition to iy thes refiranca to the Agril
22 tarrar attack in Pahalgam, Jummu&lﬁnmlr which kill ed several
tourists — led to a diplomatic impasse.

In his address, Rajnath Singh made India's position clear. He called for
accountability for * perpedratons, organisers, financars, and spansors” of
tarmarism and insisted that no compramise should be made when it comes
to combating this menace, He wamed about the risks of WMDs falling into

‘thies hand: stressing th nased for collectiy
decisive action. India's objection also stemmed from what it considered a
Anir the draft

Whills it allagiedly inch ded to tarror Paistan, it

wmitted any mention of the Pahalgam attack in India. This, New Delhi
argued, lmdnmimd the credibility of the stabement. India maintained that
a exedibl e st address all Inst tamorism
without exception or palitical comenianca, The failure to do so prompied
Inddias to withhobd its signature. India's refusal to toe the line reflects its
imcraasingly assertive foreign podicy . Rather than ylelding for the sake of
consensus, New Dalhi chose to sand a clear message: courtter-terrodsm
cannat be diluted or selectively applied In regional While this
light strain soma

Pakistan and possibly China — the hast of the event — it also positions
India &= a nation willing to tak tand!

A the SCO continues to grapple with intemal
divid es and mrﬂlﬂhﬁ whlﬂiaa amang members, india’s position may act
ataly inn on the need for integrity and
unanimity in confronting the glabal threat of temarism,

Aglimpse of traditianal fishing practices in Manipur, whare sustainable
ods Sonkrlus bo fke.

Letters

AB), Khilafat Majlish (KM),
Eanﬂlad.e;h Ehillafat Majlish []&KM} J.mmt
UL Tskam (JUel} and
(N1}, have formed a liadson commitiee o push
unity among themselves in the context of the
forthcoming elections. What form electoral
coaperation among the five will take —
whether the Bangladesh Jamaat-e-lslami
(Jamaat) will be a part of it — rermsains unde-
cided. The [Uel's secretary general, Maulana
M.!rlpnuJ Tslam Afendl, told Sakil on June 24,
“We have taken the initiative to make
the flw Islamic parties float one candidate and
one ballot box. That inltiative s ongoing, The
entire process has not been officially finalised
yet.” He had added, “We have formed a liai-
son commitiee. There has been no clear decl-
slon on the election process. There are dif-
ferences of oplnion on how we will unlie,
where we will all go together, whether we will
Join a large alliance. This is where we are”

A number of things are not clear, According
to the Dfuka Tribunes report, the Jamaat,
which opposed the Liberation War in 1971,
has not been included in this probable elec-
toral compromise.

Mor are the five partles ready to say defin-
Iively whether it will be part of it. But then
the electoral Impact of a successiul alliance
between the five Islamist parties and the
Jamaat may not be earth-shaking, Even if
one ignores the outcomes of the 2024, 2018
and 2014 elections which were allegedly
rigged, the results of four preceding elections
are revealing. The Jamaat won 18 of the 300
pagliamentary seats and 1213 per cent of the
votes polled in 1991, The correspondin ﬂg-
ures for the elections n 1996, 2001 and 2008
are three seats and 8.6 per cent, 17 seats and
4.28 per cent, and two seats and 4.0 per cent,
It had an alliance with the Bangladesh
Mationalist Party in 2001 and 2008. The fig-
ures for the Islaml Oikya Jote were: one seat
and (.79 per cent in 1991, one seat and 1,09
per cent i 1996 and one seat and (LG8 per
cent bn 2001, B did not get a single seat in
and recedved 0,15 per cent of the votes, Even

if the Islamist parties do signif Iy better
in the next elections, they can only hope 1o
get a toehold as a junior partner In a coali-
ton Government to be formed,

The danger les b thelr teylng to lnpose
thelr agenda through intimidation and vio-
lence, as the Jamaat had done when it was a
part of a coalition Government with the BNP
fram 2001 to 2006, The question arises; what
is the agenda of the [damist partles? An AFP
report published in the Dhaka Tribune of May
3, 2025, under the heading “Influential

Islamists promise sharia as they ready for
paolls,” quotes Muhammad Mamunul Hague,
BEM5 ameer, as saying. “We will implement
aharka,” and addi ‘Everything will be gubd-
;\dh}-theKnnmm&h T H

pok at what IsLnnL-u par-
thes and are

— .

banned — made clear that they were work-
Ing o push Bangladesh bn a more fundamen-
talist direction, a shift that has been linle
noficed outside the country

Women's rights are among the maln tar-
pete Islamist fundamentalists have viciows-
ly attacked forward-looking recommenda-
tiens of the Women Affales Reforms
Commission, such as recognising forced sex
within marrlage as rape under the criminal
code and ensuring the labour rights and dig-
nity of sex workers by amending the coun-
try's labour laws, A report bylined Tribune
Report and published in the Divaka Tribune
of Apell 3, 2025, under the heading “Tslamic
B.nrtm reject proposals of the Women

eform Commission” quoted Mamunnul

dolng in Bamgl.nhsh now
vies an ldea of what will
appen under thelr rule,
Thn AFP report states,
“Islamists have demand-

activities, including cul-
tural events deemed
“anti-Ielamic® — from
sl to theatre festivals,
women's foothall match-
es and kie-flying cele-
brations” A report by
Mujib Mashal and Sadf Hasnat, datelined Apnl
1, 2025, and published n The New York
Times, states, “As Bangladesh tries to rebuild
its democracy and chart a new future for fis
175 millien people, a streak of Islamist
extremism that had long lurked beneath the
._m.er)_smcuLu Eacade ks bubbling to the sur-
face” It added, “In interviews, mpmmullws
of several Islamist partbes and

HIRANMAY
KARLEKAR

ed an end to a swath of

Hagque, KM} secretary-general as saylng, “We
make a clear appeal: grant women thelr just
rights. Do not them ||:m};me|tl.lulmn or
turn maothers bnto symbols of disgrace” De
Shafiqur Rahaman, Jamaats ameer, said,
“We reject the commisson outright as it
stands against the values and laws of Allah and
the thoughts and beliefs of the natlon.”
There ls resgtance from a section of the civil
sockety and the media. An editorial in the
Dihaka Tribune of February 22, 2035, stated,
“Time and again, the Interim Government has
proven itsell uiterdy incapable when it comes
to reinlng Lo extremists who now feel
emboldened to carry out thebr intolerant and

{Gurish

has certainly resulted in fringe right- wln&

trying to make thelr presence known,
Iradded, “The onus, then, lands squarely on
the Interlm Government to call a spade a
spade and brand such groups for what they
are: Extremiste” Sk women, including three
leaders of the Natlonal Citizen Committes
sent, through their lawyer, a legal notice on
May 5, 2025, demanding an explanation with-
in seven days from the Hefazat for using abu-
slve language agalnst members of the Women
Affalrs Reform Commission,

There have been civil mmtu&rmeﬂx on
a number of ather lssues as well. And the
interim Government? If 1t has taken any
action against Islamist fundamentalists for
thelr relentless persecutbon of Hindus and the
destruction of thelr temples, homes and busi-
mnesses, It is of a special kind whose results are
not visible,

The same applies In the case of those dis-
rupting sporting events and cultural perfor-
mances, Rather, it bs doing other things,
According to 2 BSS repont published on
February 28, 2025, in o ik Tribune
under the heading “Khalid: Govt takes
diverse Inttiatives to promote Islamic culture,
values,” the Religious Affairs Adviser, Dr AFM
Khalid Hossaln, sald while speaking as a chlef
guest at an event In Dhaka, that the
Government was undertaking varbous initla-

regressive agendas — not only has the vold
In comprehensive law enforcement paved the
way toa sharp rise in crime, but it now
appears the threat of agliating extremists Is
alsoan element that must be dealt with” The
same paper had sald in another editorial on
March 20, 2025, “While the overwhelming

— aome of which had pa'mnu-ily been

majority of Bangladesh still 1o coum-
mmunal h.nmn:l:‘y. the void in law enforcement

tives b nd develop Islamic culure
and vabues, The Religious Affairs Adviser ks
a Nayeb-e-Ameer of Hefazat-e-lslam

desh and an advisor to Islami Andolan
Bangladesh, Can one expect the
Muhammad Yonus-led Interim Government
o act reselutely agalnst fundamentalist
lalamist viodence?

{The weiterr Is & Consulting Editor at The Pianeer,
Views ase personal)

Mental health and the power of identity

SECOND
O pPmnion
n today's hyper-connected, fast-paced workd — where sockal
Imnd.m. sochetal expectations, and external achlevements
often dictate how we see ourselves — the quest for inner
peace and auwthentic mental well-being can feel like navigat-
I.nsnruns}l confusing maze, Amid this dutter. ene overlooked
et p dl principle offers a clear path foe-
ward; the Law nfldmllhcmnn_ﬁl lts core, this law states that
we become what we most conskstently and dmpl} iden-
tif with, Our thoughts, emotions, behavi
tually, owr life outcomes are shaped by the verslon of
ourselves we belleve In. When this principle is applied
with consclous Intention, it becomes more than an
abstract kdea — it becomes a potent tool for mental
and emaotional transformation,

The Law of Identification is rooted not just in phi-
losophy bt in psychology. 1t suggests that our sense
of self ls not rigad anemmmut bt formed through
repeated patierns of thought, emotlon, and behay-
loasr linked 1o how we see ourselves. If you constant-

Iy think of yourself as anxous, broken, of not eiwtgh.
your behaviours and habits will often relnforce
Identity, But If you begin to see yourself — even ten-
tatively — as calm, strong, and evelving, your actions
start al ng with that vision. Over time, a new mental blue-
print takes shape. Mental health struggles are real, serious, and

deserve compasilon, support, and often professional treatment,
Bt theres a subtle danger bn fully fuslng our identity with our
struggles, Phrases like "L am depressed” or *T am anxious” may
fieel Like honest desceiptions, but repeated often enough, they
hardwire the braln to see those states not as experlences, but
as truths, The key lies b shifting from fixed Identity language
to growth-oelented statements — like “Tm learning to man-
age my anxlety” or “Tm healing from emotional wounds”
These reframes don't deny reality; they open up
posaibility This principle finds resonance in the sclence of new-
roplasticity — the brain’s proven ability to change and adapt
based on repeated patterns, Ina time of widespread
stress, emotional fatigue, and dighial overload. the
Law of Identificatbon offers a timely counterforce,
Many, especlally younger generations, are over-
whelmed by cueated sockal media personas and
sochetal ideals, internalising harmiful beliefs
about who they are or should be, The pandemic
years further disoriented our sense of selll
Locked in survival mode, many lost touch with
deeper aspects of thelr ldentity. In suc mate,
choosing to identify with your ldeal self — one
that s resilient, balanced, and capable — s no
longer just a motivational idea; It becomes a sur-
wival skill. When the outsbde world feels uncer-
tain, the internal world becomes the one place
where transformation &s stll possible, This law also
plays a critical role in the current mental health discourse, As
conversations around mental well-belng become more open

and destigmatised, the Law of Identificatbon offers a next step,
It bridges the gap between awareress and active cl L Itw
people not just to name thelr struggles, but 1o begin Lmag)
ing whao they want to become, Ina world quick to highlight
whats broken, choosing o identify with what'’s possible
becormes a revolutionary act of healing, Language |s a pow-
erful Jever in this process. How we speak about ourselves
becomes the scaffolding foe how we think and feel, Saying T
terrible with stress™ repeatedly wires the brain
Hnitation, But saying “Tm learning o stay calm” o “Tm becom-
Eng mare mindful” sends the bran a different message — one
of growth and renewal, These are not empty affirmations; they
are mental nstructlons. ldentity |s shaped not just internal-
Iy, but by the people and media we surround ourselves with,
Immnersing yourself in content, conversations, and relatlon-
ships that relnfoece your deatred ldentity — ones that affirm
peace, confidence, and resilience — can radically shift your
mental and emotional baseling, Books, podcasts, and com-
mwnities that support this identity are not lusuries; they are
Hfiedines, The Law of Tdentification isnt magic, nor ls it a replace-
ment for therapy, [t reminds us that while we may not con-
tral everything about our clrcumstances, we do have agency
over the kdentity we choose to strengthen, And from that cho-
sen identlty, a new life can heFLn to take shape. Even when
setbacks occur, a grounded self-image becomes an anchor —
holding us steady, reminding ws who we are becoming, and
gubdlug ui hn:k o our truest sell,

e weltr s an educator and osuncillr.
Views are personal)
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to the Editor

WHY THE LANGUAGE DEBATE IS A
DANGEROUS DISTRACTION

ECI delisting 345 unreconised parties
The Electbon Commlsslon of India on Thursday, June 26,
sald It has started proceedings for dellsting of 345 regls-
tered unrecognised political parties (RUPPs) which have
fadled to fulfil the essential condition of contesting even
a single election in the last six years since 2019,

The offices of these parties could also not be physi-
cally located anywhere, the ECI claimed, These RUPPs are
from different states and UTs across the country, The
Supreme Court had earlier barred EC from “derecognis-
Iing" political parties noting that it was not prescribed
under law, However, the EC has found a way to “delist
parties”. Parties delisted can be listed again by the poll
anthorkty without getting inte the process of giving them
fresh recognition, a former EC functionary polnted out,

Apart from over 2,800 RUPPs, there are slx national
amd 67 state-recognised political partles in the country,
The move comes ahead of Blhar elections later this year,
Parties delisted cannot fleld thelr candidates to contest
electlons, While the Supreme Court barred “derecognl-
thon,” delisting offers an alternative.

Delisted parties cannot contest elections but may be
re-listed without fresh recognition, The move precedes
Bihar polls. It streamlines the political landscape, ensur-
Ing that anly active and accountable partles feature in the
democratic exercise.

BHAGWAN THADANI MUMBAI

National Insurance Awareness Day

Insurance Is the foundational element of a sound fnan-
clal strategy, It 1s about pratecting your health, ncome,
property, and loved ones against the financial
consequences arising from unexpected and often
costly events,

‘While no one can predict the future, the right insur-
ance policies can help reduce the financial lmpact of acci-
dents, natural disasters, illness, or other caims, Insurance
can help Individuals rebulld after loss, and allow fami-
lies to madntaln Ananclal security dueling difficult tmes.
Without adequate Insurance coverage, a single event —
like a car acchdent, house fire, or medical nmnr[wnc)
<an have devastating financlal ¢ g

'ﬁ:hrlnﬁawatnn.exs about lhexm[;mrl.!m:n of Insurance
inan individuals life, “National Insurance Awareness Day”
Is observed annually on June 28, Different types of insur-
ance are: health, Iilr homeowners, auto, flood, vehicle,
property, and many more other insurances.

Matbonal Insurance Awareness Day 13 a great occasion
1o help families navigate lbfe's uncertainties with great grace
and confidence. Whether you're an individual seeking
peace of mind, a parent securing your family's well-being,
or & bush wier looking to safeguard your livelihood
Insurance can be a proactive and Important risk manage-
ment tool to help ensure stability,

MADHUSUDHAN REDDY BURRA | KARIMNAGAR

A great moment of pride for India

India rejobces on bedng able to send lis Alr Force Fighter
pilot — a Growp Captain — onto the “Intesnational Space
Statlon” to conduct experiments in microgravity. Its a
moment of great achdeverment and pride for the country and
Shubhanshu Shukla from Lucknow.

The results and takeaways of 60) experiments to be car-
rled out ina span of 14 days by the team will enlighten and
enrich space sclence in a big way, Experiments on whether
hasrnan life can live and thrive in owter space will form part
of thelr space adyssey. Whether human life can be teans-
ported to outer space, the living conditions which are
mniumd tiv sustakn life there, and whether human belngs
n large numbers can be lifted off from Earth using gigan-
the spacecrafis s a curlous quest which these astronauts will
experiment with,

The sclence and technology related to this adventurous
fleld of schence learning and high-end experimentation
should kindle school students to take up the study of space,
albedt i their small way, The syllabus in science should
Innchude a lesson or two in space and ks sclence at least from
the &th standard onwards,

This can kgnite students to embark on taking up a future
career ln space science depending upon the
Inclination shown by them. Sultable lessons can be devised
and Introduced.

NR RAGHURAM | HYDERABAD

The Weion Home Minister is continuing his
sitach apainst fareipn kanguages and his
Impulsive push for Hindi s visible in his
message (news - 27 June 2025), Already

Ranguage gain smployment in our country
and sbroad, and those youlth who can
communicate only |n thelr |ocal tongues.
&nd up a3 migrant labourers. I speahing a

mentioned hat those who spesk English
will el shame soan, This has been ightty
answered by masy from all over the
country. Again, under the cover of
ghanifying nathve languages, he has spoken
I ot of Hindi,

Actunll, impasing Hind is divishee, a8
seen in the sidies. It is aiso & tact that
those whe are proficiest in a forsign
Language are equally good at s mother
tongue also. Even those

called & slirvery
mentality, what absu seeking jobs and
education in foregn countries? Masy
‘studdesits studying autamobile engineering
prefer te leam German Language, for which
they need to be appreciated. The Home
Ministes repeatadl siiming he langusge
Essue under e guise of gloritng e
v 1ONgUES Beenms 1o have some
midden genda, ke removing English and
plscing Hindi in its place as a link

gain enmgioyment abeaad malnly by inue
afthelr abillty to commusicate in the
foreign languags fam fanems of natie
i the countsies they lve, that
display heir their

Ranguage In d I

e replaced, il Tamil B consl dered by
intue of It i the oldest Bng language
with sich literature and being a native
fongue? The Home Minlster has masy

mother tongue. The pressnt set-up ks going
on smootily snd wsing English has not
ereati any serious problend, Thoss who
lesaan 10 communicate belbes in e foeign

like Manipur, Kashmir,
Anunachal, etc., 1o focus attestion on, The
language [ssue is svoidable.

AG RAIMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

e appeecate wui-;r
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Its foreignness long gone, English is the
passport to social and economic mobility

anguage is politics by other means in India,

Which is why Union home minister Amit

Shal's clarification that the Centre is nat

opposed to any foreign language is significant.
In the same vein, he added that “there should be an
urge t glorify one’s own language”, A few days earlier,
Shah had lita small politcal fire with his remarks that
“those who speak English will soon be ashamed™, This
remark was interpreted by Opposition leaders asa
backdoor attempt to impose Hindi on non-Hindi
speakers, The BJP has always been in favour of
making Hindi the official language of the country and
eliminating the use of English, a potentially explosive
issue in the non-Hindi-speaking states of southern
India, Now, Maharashtra, again a state that hasa
history of strang linguistic identity, has become restive
over the BIP-led government's move to introduce
Hindi as a language from primary classes,

The case for English in India is simple, First, it Is the
language of opportunity and economic mobility,
Second, Itls also the language of aspiration, a secular
means to become urban and modern, and possibly,
transcend the chains of caste and class, And, third, it is
the word of the world, and the passport to the world of
ideas, In the case of India, it has been a convenient link
language immune to the legacies of local dominance,
This is the reason the founding fathers of the republic,
who fought the British, found no reason to outlaw the
language in Independent India, In fact, they saw the
oppartunity in English proficiency and encouraged its
use, without diseriminating against local languages, In
the process, English has been well assimilated within
Indian society to the extent that it may have lost its
foreignness, It is no longer perceived as the language
of economic and cultural imperialism, but as a vehicle
that has enabled India’s rise as a knowledge power,
That's why China is encouraging English learning,

Does this mean a rejection of Indian languages?
Certainly not. Much of India is bilingual, if not
trilingual, and is likely to remain so. As per Census 2011,
only 259,000 people reported English as their mother
tongue or first language, but 83 million said it was
their second language. In comparison, over 520
million called Hindi their first language as compared to
55 million for Gujarati, These numbers hardly suggest
a threat from English to Hindi or any Indian language.

As for Indian languages, state governments could
promate local languages. In fact, the Centre should
call off its push to promote Hindi nationally and
disperse the funds to states to promote local
languages, This is important as local languages are
repasitories of cultural inheritance. However, the
cholce of learning a language should be left to citizens.
It should also be kept in mind that the growth of
English in India has happened without too much State
patronage: People embrace it because of its economic
urility. Languages that cease to be of transactional
value face the threat of losing their prominence even
In thelr motherland; no amount of polemics or policy
Iimpaosition can rescue them. For instance, a report in
this newspaper last week showed that the government
spent 12,532,590 crore on the promotion of Sanskrit
between 2014-15 and 2024-25 — 17 times the combined
spending of ¥147.56 crore on the other five classical
Indian languages, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam and Odia. But there’s little to show for
this.

A nuanced policy that does not privilege or
discriminate against, any language is the sensible
option for India.

Case for reviving

multilaterialism,
a WTO-led order

Asa leader of the Global South,
India must reinvigorate its
vision for the WTO and have a
proactive and forward-looking
agenda for the trade body

e G20 New Delhi Leaders Declara-

won of September 2023 reaffirmed
the indispensability of “a rubes-based,

dysfunceional state of s dispute seitlement
mechandam since 2009, resuliing from the US
ocking appolntment of membera o the appel-
lnte body, Underpl nnInF this is the US's desire
1o wrench back pollteal control over a Judicial
process, Efores to getthe US w agree to a more
amreambined appellate process have faled, India
has highlighted the importance of a two-ter
aystem; bait to break the deadlock, we need 1o
conslder possible alternatives, Including a two-
er 1ynmm For all willing WO members and a

non-diseriminatory, falr, apen, Inclu-
and

ly for disputes where the
Ls s a party,

alve, eq nl\ahln

§ d set of chall atthe WD s a
sertes of long-pending lasues, A key pending

e, with WTO at its care”, This was relterated
I 2024 during Bracell's GI0 pressdency.

The 14th World Trade Organkzation
(WTO) Minlsterial Conference is
scheduled for March 20036 at Yaounde,
Cameroon, As a precursor, the WTO
director-general met with minksiers
aned high-level officials fram nearly 30
WO members, including India, the
LIS, Australia, China, the EU and Brazil,
earlier thils month in Paris, The incon-

RV

1y

Anuradha

iasue 18 reform in the agricultural rules. This
Includes constraings India has 0
with domestic support for agricultural
products, Limsted o 10% of the value of
productson of an agriculiiral product
unader the WTO's BMENT N Al
culiure [Aad), Indis's domestic support
entitlement is b stark contrast o the
miich higher AeA entitlements ma: I8
avallable for devel

Inelin's negotiating focus las shifted to bilateral agreements. While equally hnpnrmu.l!m

are nosubstie for multilateral rules.

Development of new rules across a range of
emnrgll:,gmeaslsarmher key challenge, hucn
areas inelud d e-com

including the US, the EU, Japan, and

wrade & environmental sustalnability (TES) —

clusive end to this meeting foretella Canada, India successfully negotiated  both of which are critical for India, given our
Further undermining of a beleaguered WTO, menalll'e:me Clause in 2003, almed atpartially  national prierises. These are currently part of

The US's disregard for multilateral rules s v However,  spli group d within the WTO,
‘ome of the key reasons for the desdlock, but thar mlswnmulynmmpnralymprmmm I8 et i lled (J1s). Thy il
aboes not let the 165 other member- lesof toa firm Keform  has 90 WTO members, the TES has 78, and both

the WTO off the hook. They a shoulder a

;Fll_:lflcnm share of the negpomlnlll? for the
' fivtee s well, A key question for India and

other countries s whethes the mikes of WTO are

is abior pending om other related ssues, ncuding

removal of an absurd external reference price

wibeh has remalmed frosen at 1986-88 prices —
St devrild of

reform af these rules 18 important,

wiorth preserving d h dictability of
thi US's actions, There are several reasons why
thiy are,

It i true that WTO rules are far from perfect
and need reforms. Yet, however imperfect, a
multilateral system of rales |8 the only logieal
safeguard agalnst arbiteary action by any one
country, The emergence of WTO in 1995 com-
plemented ndia’s liberalisation and economlc
growth, Domestic reform and Nberalisation
could thrive because of the global stability, cer-
tainty, and prediciabd ity that WTO rules pro-
vided,

WTO's state of disarsay can be attributed 1o
several reasons, primary among which is the

THE EMERGENCE OF WTO IN

1995 COMPLEMENTED INDIA'S
LIBERALISATION AND
I} I’..lrIN()I\IrilI(‘,I{ AROWTH,

OBALSTA
W ]l] I{UI ES I‘H()\ IDE I}

gronpa inchude the US, the EU, China, Australia,

ever, when discussions moved from the multl-
laserial forum o the J1, Indla stayed owt of SDH as
well as all other J]n the concern belng that such

d would und
WO's multilsteral architecture,

The: resaliny since 2007, however, is that WTO's
negotiating function has predominantly rested
o Jls, with 1 as the Jlon
Eacilitation for development (IFD), having sup-
port of as many s 126 members. [t s ironsc that

that Jish d Jis Is because

Canada, and Japan, among others, Th
mierce J| deals with elements that will have rele-
wance for [ndia's evolving srength in digial

of the choice of some members not o engage.
Md u Is only the ones that have stayed out,
d

wade, With 5, the LS, theeat-

that stand W lose any possibility

enlng vierlows undlatera] measures, In Infl the sl and f e rubes,
this area need deeper ERGHETENL. The TES dis- India's nemurlnql’o«:us I ahilfted 1o bilat-
rules portant, thise

clgslong
on Interface of trade and the climate crisis, an
aren where there Is a rapid rise of unllaeral
measures, especlally those adopted by the EU,
and the threat of similar measures by others
Including the US and Canada.

J1s emerged as a responae In

are nosubstitute for multilatesal mles and, in
Eact, wold even be severely undermined by ek
of multilateral rules. It is ime to relnvigorate
o viston For the WO, Any asplration o bea
e vishwagur hln@en‘nn onir ahility o have a

driving consensus among 166 members, The
et I comclude was o services domestic reg-
ulation (SDR), between 72 members. Indla had
been an active participant of SDR given 1s cen-
wrality 1o India's burgeoning services made, How-

and for Ing agenda as a
glnhnl player while doing all that it takes 1o
strengthen from within,

RV Anuradha és partner, Chirus Law Asmciates, New
Delhi, The views expressed are persanal

Making of the sisterhood
of a writer, her translator

he collection Heart Lamp: Selected Storfes

hars riches, and some repesitve maments,

Thait sald, it 15 undenlably ane of the very

few examples of its kind, avallable in
Enrglish. ke thee Tarndl writer Salms, Bamu Mush-
takes us b diffe Py and gives us

Fadlure to sustain equality 4 plcked wp by Bhasthi
who brings us to a witly volce, playful options
such as ganda or pat and ending with how for
wommen, Muslim wormen in particular, husband-
as-Giodd §s sanctified in language, So, what cana

:’I‘I‘ngumncajly heterogenecus, domestic workd of
Musslien men and women — markedly different
From the North Indlan fare of an Attla Hosaln or
Khadiga Mastoor, However, my thoughes today
are not so museh about the original but
the translation, and it Invelves not a
cornparisan with the original for | can'’t
vend Kannada) but how itoomes over i
s, In ather words, how do [ read this
et a5 a non-Kannadiga woman reader

& like peraon do in sech droumstances?

Zeenat who natices the “labour” of both Shalsia

and Asifa. Mushitag, Zeenar, Bhasth - all of them

show a keen ear for what |s notsald, and push the

conventions of language, The frat striking
Impression is that the writer had
found her translator and we have
entered a world of women whose myr-
Iad spaken and unspoken words have
Tound a place,

Woamen translators by dien found

gaps, and sometimes don't.

song about plg.q I “Fire Rain®, “Handi vendeke
Jlee,gnkyuw which she «hes ot translate,

oo st binter”,

O the other hand, the word "R wsed in this
collection by the women o address thelr hus-
handa madé me wonder if It was an elevating
word of respect or an endearment. The retation-
shipa between hushands and wives In Heert
Liinp make I|||I.e raom for endearments so |
without
to find DI.II 'ne word seragu refers to the
head-covering by women, but 15 i like a
dupana? Perhaps |t s, Bhasthi would ot ap)
aate this morth Indianiaaton | am dodng! [twoald
hawe helped a litle w know "RI" more than ser-
e, 15 it untranslasable Because 1S o lntmae
or not intmate o all? My discomfiture with
somewhar monochromatic conjugality in the
book comes to my abd in making some assump-
tloms here.

Like wanskators, readers also ranskate, Al
gaps, and don't, ko Isat it may
0ot b blle ar even necessary.” d
word, the question tag, the Kannada word that s

translated and ot — I

semtences of the next b, “The meatof o

therea coherent philosophy here? lrs, by Bhas-
thi's admisalons, a "sisterhood” and i | may add,
one that also lnvalved the writer and translator

tramalator and respond from that twin- Rita thick histories behind women's few  pig s haram, Likewlse anger. Devout Muslims
ness, This 1s also o foreground the Kothari words, told in in play.  bel {y [ uredf they

tranalators robe who, unlike many Every ance in a whike, (notalways), you — aplg’, and soon, As a nonk all der whis
translatess has been rewarded, but ke ——— didi't und b d handf

st ransdatoss, not engaged with,

When you open the book, you move directly
Ity the first story, There s no introduction o the
wrlter, or the translator’s note — the openiig par-
agraph in Deepa Bhasthi's wanslagion makesa
luminous start — the keng sentence s done
sharply, golng from the “concrete [ungle” through

“peaple, , peogle” and ending with the
Introduetion of Mujahid. The valce 1s that of
Zeenat ("Stone Slabs for Shalsta Mahnl 1 wha

can't help feeding that when you resd a
translaton that only & woman could
D writien this; [mnslnled this — bath cts

able,
Does wiiting carry the gender of ita creator? Per-
heaps. [t ks more evident on seme days.
Bhasthl's use of the words, “arey, | forget” or
“Che! | have made o mistake” alse helps define
Zeenat conversationally, There's comfort with

d thee sorg,
several times and knew that t be the plg. The
corrosive effects of this prohibitive food on the
body, at home? | wondesed, 1t was much oo
Imiportant 1o ket it go, s | confirmed iwitha Kan-
maliga frien.

However, txke another Instance in the same
-mw mm:w_wsu | v et ilw wihat "sha-

g wiirds
hnck nnd farth — Dakhind, Urdu, 'Jelugu Kan-
nada and so on, The comblnation of shared
undlerstanding on one hand, and a rich repositary
of multilingual practices of speech by both
wodmien have created, | believe, o highly nlmble,
unapologetically "iEell” and sparkling tranala-
o, What, i thee ranskator's nobe appears al
thez end, tisled “against alics”, Bhasthil's tranla-
o phil by §s not only agalnst alkes, it s

theen telks us how absurdly few ch

Tor ol and intellsgent d
husbands. Mushiag's comment on the Himided
Tanguage of kinship and Indmacy and its repeated

which Bhasthd makes rules and breaks them as whlcn.lnhlnm So Ll In the gap and el myself ng:lny(mmll\g, But s0ds Mushiag's book and all
she plenses. Her use of Indlan repetitons suchas it s some kind of kheer, an analoglcal element women In and around,

“hot-hat” cles, and does not feelol-  that helps me get through. Th alsohas

ental or gimmick-like, Bhasthi has a lightovsch,  somecontext: *.. that sister had come and asked — Rim Koshart is professor of English, Ashokn Univer-

she does things but also lees them be allowing for
intrigue a3 well as familiarity, For instance, the

fora share in the family property, and made the
Iiryani and shawge pavase prepared in her hon-

Emergency, seen in the

plaing about the increase in rall

won published on March 11, 1976, com-

My
wife went home 1o Kerals three o mhs
agn... Now | ean't afford o bring her back”™,
Anad then, lest the cartoonist be hawled up

Fa

In anather carioon on September 16, ID?‘S
Diar s a casefully chosen newspaper hesd
Jine to set the context: *Man slashes Duteh
masterplece”. Dar unexpectedly transforms
this Inboa divect comment on censorship of

{ EDITOR'S PICK }
HT's editors offer a book

sty and cordirectar, Ashoka Center for Transhatian,
The views expressed are personal

Saturday,

context, and helps understand recent news events

cartoons of Sudhir Dar

any see the Emergency as the  edition on Friday and the dak edidons of Fri-
harshest test the Press has Baced  dday and Saturday could net be brought out
since Independence, In the early
hours of June 26, 1975, when the

a8 no power was avallable from 12:45pm on
Emergency was declared, clting ‘Internal dis-

Thursday tll 715pm on Friday”, It
wirbances’, the Press was the frst casualey,

A BITE OF THE BIG APPLE

Zohran Mamdand, 53, won New York's Democratlc
primary this week on the back of a
cenered on civic lsswes, If elected, he would be the
First Muslim and Indian American mayor of New
York, What explains the rise of Mamdani, so soon
after Donakd Trump's emphatic victory? The answer

for aracking the authorites such, he trans-
forms the cartoan into a misogynist joke by
having the male listener think o himself,
“And be's complaining!!”.

‘When he really struck, Dar's palitical
comments were marked by a
acathing sense of humour, In a
cartoon published on July 15, 1976,

the Clime 8 & reparter in the Carion entering

what looks Hke the office of a media house

thinks 1o himself: "Somebedy stashes Indlan
masterpieces every day!”, The comment Is M
evidently upan the censar wh rejects pubdl- | N ]
catlon of the work of hard-working report-

wins hard o milss the lrony Implied =

In slenply placing this announce- i Time @

ers,
So, what did these cartoons achleve?

Challes and threatened, the Presa perse-  ment between two articles headlined Dar makes a direct on  Hefore { neral elections in l6es in the des af New Yark, among the maost
vered through various means and tech-  “Mrs Gandhi belleves in Press free- % the state of democracy. The 1977, the Prime Minister consubed her Cabl- diverse clcies gl = 8 many a8 49% of New Yorkers L]
nbgues. o and “Press censarship for first damestic helpofa couple in thetr — netand the newspapers to know if natonal apeak non-English languages at home. -

The Hinduwatan Times attemped reporting — time,” respectively. The same editian house carries a ray in his hand  sentiments were conductve for the same. Bur This week, we recommend New Yarkers: A City and “
the events as they were, irusting their read-  of the paper also carried a blank Neha but the sea-cupand ssucer are pre-  baoth had been efectively censored, Contrary lis People In Our umg Ihehnnkls hasslnnl’.‘ralg
ers to read bevween the lines. When it whitespace where perhapstheed-  KDUTana  cariously balanced on his head.  totheir predictions, the ruling party bost by a Tyl fihe
became hard o get past the chief censor  torial ought 1o have been, marking —= While the man looks aghast the  significant margin. The comman folks who cufselg]v( millsen pnpnlsllnn It b5 about the uncede-
appointed for the purpese, Sudhdr Dar's car- — the impact of censorship. Althoug| woman consoles him: "Hlsmind s read between the lines in the cartoons had brated but representative people who propel New  New Yorkers: A City
wons became the vehilele of the aceastonal It caught arention, this technigue of blank — lke the De these days... frequently — the last laugh, York: & hospital nurse, an emergency dispatcher, and lis People in Our
satire muchealnuarmmdlqgu ;pme;wns nota sustalnable one given that  choudy!”, The readers’ prios D e From thoae wiring the lights arthe top of the Emplre State  Thnes Cralg Taylor

I had been wias Indefinite. reading the newspapers In rmedaynhelp; Meha Khurana teaches Liberal Aris at Vidya- Bullding, etc. The book explores new Immigrants,  Year: 2021

mml't’mpamly;elhem b the June 28 edi- hudhlrunls'j his la 1" cartcons earrled  therm Il in the blank with th shilp v i vizws dmhammhmlmmﬂwmngmmm
ton reported oo s readers thus: “The city — the satirical baton pd. A manina car-  Democracy. expressed are personal, York, and who gets 1o be consldered a New Yorker,
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ALLABOUT THE PROPOSED GLOBAL
POTATORESEARCH CENTREINAGRA

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE UNION Cabinet approved a propaosal
on Wednesday for setting up a regional
wing of the Peru-based International
Polm Center (CIPL.a plt:micl n:sca:l:h—

cuscmlhc puramandsmﬂputm

The proposed CIP-South Asia Regional
Centre (CSARC) will be established at
Singna in Agra, catering to farmers in
India and South Asia.

Whatiis the CIF?

Headguartered in Lima, the CIP was
tounded in 1971 witha focusonthe potato,
swvert potato, and Andean roots and tubers.
The potate crop is native to the Perndan-
Bolivian Ancles, and was spread across the
workd by the Spaniards and the Portuguese,
after they colonised the continent. Potatoes
reached Indiain the 17th century.

In 1975, the CIP signed an initial agree-
ment for cooperation with the Indian

A potato field in Hathras, Uttar
Pradesh. Amit Mahia

yield is 25 tonnes per hectare —about half
of its potential of over 50 tonnes per
hectare. A magor reason is a lack of high-
quality secds.

Thee sweet potato yield in Indiaisjl.m

Council of Agric ICAR).

11
potential of 30 onnes per hectare. Wll.‘l\

What i il i out?

The Union government in astaterment
said, "The major objective of this invest-
mentis teincrease food and nutrition se-
curity, Farmers income, and job creation
by improving potato and sweet potato
productivity, post-harvest management

the ishment of the CSARC, India will
hawve access to the largest global collection

availablewith the COIP. a source said.

and vahse-addition.”

The CSARC will focus on developing
new dlimate-resilient, disease-free, and
processing-suitable varieties. The project
costs Rs 171 crore, with India contributing
Rs 1115 crore and the CIP funding the re-

source added. lewill
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P-1 drugs & weight loss

Two GLP-1 drugs — Novo Nordisk's semaglutide and Eli Lilly's tirzepatide — are now available in the
Indian market. Here's how they work, how they were developed, and their various benefits

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI JUME 27

DANISH PHARMACEUTICAL giant Novo
Nordisk laumched its blockbuster weight-loss
injectable semaglutide earlier this week,
months after its competitor Eli Lilly's
tirzepaticle hit Indian markets — and nearly

EXPENSIVE ‘MIRACLES' WITH AFEW CAVEATS

HOW MUCH DO THE GLP-1DRUGS COST?

At the

price i from

these drugs bec

SEMALLUTIDE: Nove Nordisk is offering the drug at \

fived

four years after these GLP-1 took
thie United States by storm.

The bottom line is this: these drugs have
been shown to be extremely effective for
wight-loss, helping people lose 15% o 20% of
their body weight, equivalent to what tlu:y
would otherwise lose with bariatric

Additionally, they have been found to hl:
effective or are being studied for a host of
ather conditions, including cardiovascular
diseases, kidney disease, non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, and obstructive skeep apnoea.
It has also been reported that people on
these drugs end up making significant di-
etary changes, consuming smaller,
healthier meals.

local food processing mdustries,

in global

mainder. The Littar 7 What is India it
has provided 10 hectares of land, production?

(Chinais theworkd's top potato procucer
Why is this significant? and consumer, followed by India. In 2020,

Potatois the third most available food

Chlnas producted 78.24 mlll:un tnnnl:'s.

afuced 51,

crop in the world, after rice and wheat.
Sweet potatois in the sixth position after

maize and cassava, Indi. the

together accounting for over one-third Dt

roduction,

THE OLDEST ROCKS ONEARTHAREIN
CANADA'S QUEBEC, FINDS STUDY

ALONG THE eastern shore of
Hudson Bay in Canada's
Quebee province, resides a
belt of volcanic rock that dis-
plays a blend of dark and
light green colours.

Mew testing shows that
these are Earth's oldest-
knowvn rocks. Two different

‘were called intrusions, mean-
ing they formed when
magma penetrated existing
rock layers and then cooled
and solidified underground.

Future analyses of these
rocks could provide insight
into Earth's conditions during
th

testing methods found that
rocks from an area called the
Nuwuag:ltuq Gmrnswnc

]  a time
in mystery due to the paucity

of physical remains.
“These rocks and the

..alr-m41l'-b|]hun Nu

) belt being the only rock

The research ind:catl:s that the
Muvvuagittug Greenstone Belt harbours
surviving fragments of Earth's oldest
orust. The Muvvuagittug rocks are mainky
metamorphosed volcanic rocks of
basaltic composition. Metamorphosed

theyoffer a unigue

window into our planet's carfiest time o
better understand how the first crust
formeed on Earth,” said Jonathan O'Meil, a
researcher atthe University of Ottawa and
lead author of the study published on
Thurstlay inthe joumal Science. Until now,

rock is a kind that has been changed by
hieat and pressure over time, Basalt is a
common type of volcanic rock.

The rocks tested in the new study

to 4,03 billion years ago from Canada's
Northwest Termitories.
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TIRZEPATIDE: ER [illy is offering two dose strengths,

L1 14315 t17,000
25mg mnnlh 5 mg sil mon|
single:  fipprox) | dose approx)
dose vial

WHO SHOULD NOT TAKE GLP-1DRUGS?

r month
‘.I?mg

rmumh
deg

These drugs mimic certain naturally-oc-
CUrHing gut hnrrnunrsca]lcd incretins (GLP-
Tisonesuch inc edin the small

of germplasm [the cells or tissues from Sor how do these “miracle drugs” work? W These drugs can cause lWhilrapmmdl'nr
which a new arganism can be generated ) How were they discovered? And what are s
other benefits of these drugs? effects. Those prane to cuunmcs. reducing
“Establishment of this center will boost or intake in
domestic potatoseed production, thereby Understanding GLPvI drugs otherg has other
reducing India's dependence on seed im- ang avoid taking these drugs. — negative consequences,
ports from nrlghbuunngwuntnn the to a new class of medicines called GI.I" 1 WThese drugsshouldnot B These should not be
rease the gluc: like peptide- 1 ) receptor agonists. e prescribed to those taken during pregnancy;
potential for exporting products and aid They are prescribed for the of ith iy hi: i in about
type-2 diabetes and obesity. thyroid cancers. theeirimpact onwomen, Mhistration: Suvajit Dey

by the discovery of insulinin

intestine, and are hence also known as in-
cretin mimicker. They work by:

Wimproving the secreti insulinthat
allows more of the glucose in the bood-
stream to enter cells where it can be used for
energy;

Winhibiting the secretion of the hormone
glucagon that stimulates the liver to release
stored glucose into the bloodstream;

W slowing down the emptying of the
stomach so that the glucose levels in the
bloodstream doesn't spike; and

W reducing appetite by signalling to the
brain that one is satiated.

Semaglutide and tirzepatide both mimic
the action of GLP- L Tirzepatide additionally
also mimics the action of another hormone
called glucose-dependent insulinotropic
palypeptide (GIP).

Genesis of these meds
‘While incretins were known as early as

1921. The substance produced by the pan-
creas has been used to manage diabetes for
thee past century.

Interest inincretins was rencwedin the
19605 after several studies showed that oral
intake of glucose led to more insulin secre-
tion than intravenously given glucose —
demonstrating that the gut makes hor-
mones that regulabe insulin and glucose lev-
els. GLP-1 became the first incretin to be dis-
covered in 1986,

Trials in the 1990s showed that GLP-1 in-
Fusion significantly increased insulin levels
and lowered glucase levels in diabetic pa-
tients, But there was a problem: GLP-1 was
not a very stable compound. This is where
Miowo Mordisk stepped in.

‘While the pharma giant was primarily
looking for a diabetes therapy, rescarchers
believed GLP-1 drugs could also be used to
treat obesity given that transplantation of
sOme g]ul:agm—pmdunr@ tumoaurs in ani-

1906, research intothese gut

mals ca anorexia

Mowvo Nordisk's first GLP-1 medicine was

trials with semaglutide have demonstrated
its ability to reduce the risk of major cardio-
vascular events (such as heart attacks and
strokes ) by 20%, and the riskof all-cause mor-
tality by 19%. Studies have shown a GE% re-
duction in heart failure events,

There is also evidence that the drug can
resohve fatty buildupin the liver in 63% of pa-
tientsand improve liver fibrosis — the hard-
ening of liver tissue due to fatty deposits —
in37%of cases.

Tirzepatide, which uses an additional tar-
get gastric inhibitory polypeptide [GIP), has
been shown to lead toa weight-loss of up to
20 of the body weight. The medicine was
also approved for the treatment of obesity-
related obstructive sleep apnoea — a condi-
tion where a person’s breathing stops and
starts while they sleep.

Trials have also shown that it canimprove
lipid profile, and demonstrated a 208 reduc-
tiom in the risk of candiovascular as well asall
cause death,

“There is nodoubt that the medicinesare
effective for kidney and heart conditions,
Thiere is also evidence that has emerged
abwout fatty Inver disease. But, what 1am most
excited about are the happy neurological side
effects There seems to be some evidence to
show that the medicines are associated with
lower risk of Alzheimer's and other demen-
tia," Dr Ambrish Mithal, chairman of en-
docris diabetes at
told The Indien Express,

He added: "Importantly, these drugs
have reduced cravings in people. They are
not only cating smaller meals but also
healthier ones, Sweet cravings have gone

the daily-injectable liraglutice. Tri i=
pants, however, experienced severe nausea,
and when the doses were reduced, the effi-
cacy suffered. But the trials found that nau-
sea could be somewhat mitigated by start-
ing at a lower dose and then gradually
trati il followved &
semagluticle and tirzepatide.

The search for a once-weekly injectable

dowvn. Th idence o show that it
helps with alcobol addiction.”

Newer drugs in pipeline

Bolstered by the success of semaglutide
and tirzepatice, several other drugs ane now
inthe pipeline.

"There are a lot of drugs that are in the
ppi:lmi: incheding drugs with once-a-month

eventually led to the discovery of semagl
tide, This also proved tobe much more effec-
tive than liraglutide for weight boss: those on
semaglutide lost up to 15% of their body
weight compared to 55 on liraghutice.

This led to further clinical trials to look
into the drug's weight boss effects, While it
was already sﬁ:mgd”abcl use for this pur—
pose, finally received
for obesity management from the US regu-
latorin 2021,

Other effects of GLP-1 drugs
In addition tothe 15% average weight loss,

every weekand very effec-
tive oral pills,” Dr Mithal said.

Trials are ongoing for drugs such as reta-
trutide that uses three targets: GLP-1RAand
GIPused byits predecessor tireepatide along
with glucagon.

There is also CagriSema that uses two
targets GLP-1 RA and a new Amylin
receplor agonist.

Oral GLP-1 drugs such as orforglipronand
danulipron may soon be available as well.
Twoother drugs, which use two targets GLP-
1 RA and glucagon — Survodutide and
Mazdutide are also in phase 3 clinical trials.

What is the legal dispute over Tansen’s tomb?

ANAND MOHAN J
BHOPAL, JUNE 27

MADHYA PRADESH High Court last week re-
jected a plea by a private person to allow re-
ligious and cultural practices at the tomb of
the Sufi saint Hazrat Sheikh Muhammad
Ghaus in Gwalior,a protected monument of
historical importance,

Monument under the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,
1958, and has been maintained by the
Archaeological Survey of India (AS]} since 1962,

The square buikding is topped by a large
squat dome, and is lanked by chhatris, giving
it a multi-tiered appearance. Around the
tomb's central chamber runs a verandah
with intricate stone screens, a design influ-
ence traced to Gujarat, whene the saint had

these practices had been carried out for mone
tham four centuries at the site, and that restric-
tions on them were arbitrary and unlawful.

The ASI submitted that the petitioners
were making false claims, and were inter-
fering with the upkeep and protection of
the monument.

It told the HC that unlawful activities
were being carried out on the premises, nails
were being hammered into walls, and a sit-

past three decades. The ASLand the Undon of
India have consistently maintained that the
matter had attained finality in law.

W Back in 1995, one Peerzada Syed Ali
Hasan filed a civil suit in the court of the Cril
Judge Class-I1, Gwalior, secking ownership
of the tomb,

W ARer the court dismissed the 1995 suit,
Ali Hasan's children filed a First Appeal,
which too, was dismissed in 2004 by a de-

vl suit,

The grave of Tansen, the leg M- spent time, uation was being created that hampered  tailed judicial order.
sician of Emperor Akbar's court. is bocated on T W totl Sufipi.  tourism and undermined lhl: slmctuxal in- B In 1996, Ali Hasan's son Syed
the premises of the monument, Sufi tradi-  His associati e it tegrity, and ignity
tion describes Tanses disciple of Sheikh nance, and for decades attracted  of the monument. which was dismissed in 1998,
Muhammad Ghaus. hcl)lpllgrlrmandmunclmus The court agreed with the AS] that reli- W Acivil revision petition was filed against
gious and cultural events could not be per-  that ruling, which was rejected in 2002,
The monument in Gwalior Peﬂnon and pelitinner mitted at a Centrally Protected Monument. W Asecond appeal was rejected in 2015,

The tomb, built some time after the death
of Sheikh Muhammad Ghaus in 1563, has

hila M.

wlndamﬁ:d to be the Sajjada Mashin, or spir-

architectural istorical value,

and is considered one of the most notable
structures of Akbar's reign { 1556-1605)

The tosmiby is listed as a Centrally Protected

itual tomib, saint

legal heir He sought permis sion to perform re-
ligiows and cultural practices at the tomb, in-
chuding the annual Urs, Hasan argued that

Similar challenges earlier

The court held that neither the petitioner
nor his family had any legal right or title to
the tomib, and that the matter had been liti-
gated and settled multiple times over the

B A review petition filed before the
Supreme Court was dismissed in 2016,

W Syed Sabla Hasan filed a case before
the MP Wagf Tribunal in 2019, secking the
ownership and religious control over the
tomb. In 2022, this plea was dismissed.

How India ‘added’ more than 3,500 km toits coastline, 7 new islands

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

INDIA'S COASTLINE is now far longer than it
used to be —almost 50% more than the pre-
vious length, This increase has happened not
because of any acquisition of territory, bit
due to more accurate measurements that
have recently been carried out.
Additionally, the number of islands in

the years, the resolution of data has signifi-
leading to more

mentuseddata that had a 1 250,000 Inmap
scales, the smaller the denorminatoe, the langer
the scale, and thus, the higher the resolution,

Increasing the resolution of data is like
reducing the ruler being used for measure-
ment. 5o, an imaginary 1-km ruber will ig-
more many small irregularities in the land
structure that a 1-metre ruler will be able

India has increased slightly. o map.
This rise in the number has Higher resolution
taken place due to India’s re- EXPLAINED data can capture the
assessment and recount of its GEOGRAPHY coastline, its bends and
offshore islands. curves, in better detail. In
loy | data, these details are
Longer coastline t and appear ight line:
The length of India’s coastline used to be Also, the previous estimation was are-

T.516 km, based on data from the 1970 [t is
now 11,098|m| anlmul]mhnur

sultof more comventional and manual cal-
culanuns These have now been replaced

aleornes- 15 software, which can cap-
duunnuldiuuscdh(mmm:mmt. ture the irregularities of the landmass
The earlier estimate was based on data — more accurately.

that had ascaleof 1:45, 00,000, However, over

The inc I sy been

LENGTH OF INDIA'S
COASTLINEALONG STATES
State/UT Coastline
length (inkm)
Gujarat 2340.62
Maharashtra 877.00
Kamnataka 34330
Kerala G005
Tamil Nadu 1068.69
Andhra Pradesh 105307
Odisha 5M.T
West Bengal 02
Daman and Diu 5438
Pondicherry 4255
Lakshadweep 144.80
Andaman & 3083.50
Micobar lsland

5
Satirre: Minbstry of Ports, Stipping

to the inchesion of coastlines of many off-
shore islands that were left nulqun:mmls
caleulations, S

ther not visible in smaller-scale data or were

Therefore, it is not surprising that the
length of Inclia’s coastline has changed sig-
nificantly. This length would increase fur-
ther as greater procision becomes available

amitted because of the practical constraints — duetotechnological ents, For this
of manual methods of measurement. reason, the exercise of measuring India'’s
coastline has lmhu:n tobecar-

The coastline paradox ried out every 10 yea
‘While the new length of India's coastline Eusscssmr:nt nr cnasllmrs which
is.a mone accy i it is still not the well, is also necessary

actual length. In fact, the actual length of a

be
that is kniown as the coastline parados.

Acoastling's length’ tl:pcndsmlh:s:ilr

1! at which it is
Dhs:ruanun and measurement ingreaterde-
tail produces a ‘longer’ length,

The eoastline paraco: extends to marny
nmrdﬂumsmm:smrmmmhand
i The| ver takes
is very irregular. Cabeulating a river's kength
along its hanks would bead tothe same kind
of problems, However, river lengths are
mostly calculated along the main stream,
and not along the banks,

[P e | p—— T T -

on account of natural processes such as
coastal erosion and human interventions
likee Jand reclamation.

Additional islands

smaller number of 1334,
A subsequent data reconciliation exer-

and standardised the classifications to ar-
rive at anew number of offshore islands in
India, which was 1,298, This exercise also
listed 91 inshore islands. Thus, the total
number of islands now is 1,389, This does
notinclude the largrnumbcldmrl.ﬂands
instates such as Assam and West Bengal.

limplications of changes
While the ground situation has not
changed, the new numbers are not irrele-

There are ment problems
with islands. But there are other kinds of am-
Iiguities. For examiple, a location might be
an island during high tide, but only an ex-
tension of the mainland during low tide.

In 2006, an exercise by the Office of the
Surveyor General of India listed 1,382 aff-
shiore islands, However, a count by state gov-
ernments, andsome other agencies such as
the Coast Guard and Indian Navy, yielded a

vant — lhq'pmuldra bcm:r undrrsnnd-
ingof Ini They have
administrative, developmental, and secu-
rity implications.

The new coastline length could impact
areas covered by CRZ rules in some places,
Efforts to check coastal erosion, or to

line to male it more re-
silient from climate change threats, would
alsabeimpacted, Tourism and infrastnucture
development are also likely to be affected.
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A multilingual classroom

That's what we need. CBSE's turn to the mother tongue
demands structural shifts and classroom autonomy

KRISHNA KUMAR

THE DECISION TAKEN by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) to switch the
focus of early primary years to the mother
tongue is, to say the least, momentows. With
a dircular, the board plans toupend the his-
tory of education in its prestigious schools.
If the circular succeeds, the outcome will be
nothing less than a revolution. Future histo-
rians will struggle to explain thisaccomplish-
ment. Some will surely ask: “1fit was o sim-
ple, why couldn’t the board do it many years
agn?" The CBSE is a relatively small board
compared to the state boards, but it enjoys
higher status and influence. Barring excep-
tioms, CBSE schools use Englishasa medium
from the earfiest grades. Several state boards
have conceded the centrality of English rel-
atively recently, apparently to align them-
selves with the CBSE. Now that the latter has
announced its resolve bo displace English in
the early years of schooling, will these state
boards follow? [f that happens, it will doubt-
lizss be a beautiful dawn of systemic sanity.

Mo philosopher or policymalker has ever
endorsed the centrality of English over the
child's mother tongue. Vivekananda,
Rabindranath Tagore, M K Gandhi — they
all advocated the primacy of the mother
tongue. | P Maik — the designer of educa-
tional policies in the early years of
Independence — saw the dominant posi-
tion of English in leading schools as a terri-
ble contradiction. As the member-
of the Kothari Commission [1964-66), he
pleaded for a sincere implementation of the
three-language formula. Under this hal-
lowed mantra, the child's mother tongue
‘ought to be treated as the first and mostim-
portant language at school. In his book pub-
lished soon after his death in 1981, Naik
lamented the fact that the three-language
formula had been implemented piecemeal
or sidelined entirely.

He once told me a story that rings like an
allcgury tuday Following the Kothari

approval, Maik said the

nise that the children of the dominant
classes and their leaders benefit from their
ease with English. This view goes along with
the notion that command of English re-
quires early induction. By sticking tothe use
ofEnglish as a medium of teaching in every
subject, elite schools — as most CBSE
schools are — have consolidated these pop-
ular perceptions of English. Indeed, this per-
ceptionisa key factor driving the groweth of
private schools, especially in the northern
belt where the state system is weak and
poorly managed.
‘The CBSE's move blinks at this wider real -
ity. Instead of explaining what is problematic
abaut earty induction into English, the CBSE
und innocent in i advo-

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Big Beautiful Bill would angle Obamacare in red tape. Under the legislation

now before Congress, millions of pec

aple would lose their health insurance”
= THE WASHINGTON POST

A lose-lose policy

in We

st Asia

By pursuing closer ties with Israel, distancing
itself from Palestine, India is set to gain

nothing, while losi

MaNO] KUMAR JHA

ng moral leadership
Iosophy we claim to uphuld.

Strongmoral
apowerful diplomatic tool that ndia has his-
torically wielded with great effiect. Mations
acrumulate moral capital by standing on the
right sice of history: This capital is the cnveof
soft power and international influence.
Mahatma Gandhi's non-violent resistance
and India’s anti-colonial strugele inspired lib-

THERE IS PERHAPS no image more heart-
breaking than that of Palestinian children
longing for the beloved Farke G biscuits that
have nourished generations of Indian chil-
dren. In the rubble-strewn streets of Gaza,
these most affordable Indian biscuits have
become precious commodities, their exor-
bitant costs placing them beyond the reach
of parents struggling to provide even basic
sustenance for their children. This painful
reality serves as a stark reminder of our
shared humanity and our duty to protect
children everywhere. If one has to decide
between guns and children, one must al-
ways choose children, No matter whose

amioral autharity that extended Ear beyond

our cmmuml: or military capabﬂmcs. By

long-term influence for immediate and cyn-
ical gains that may or may not materialise.
It fundamentally does not seree India's
interests toalign with Israed, which inits cur-
rent shape and form under the incumbent
leadership can only be described as a
morally corrupt and warmongering state.
‘While Israel may appear powerful, it re-
mains ty an American client state,
dependent on US military aid and diplo-
miatic| i i ing alignment
‘with Israel risks reducing us to an ally of a
cllcnrsbal:l: a position that contradicts cur
i for strategic autonomy.

© & Sastkurmar guns, no matter whose children
Yet India June 12 froma
intimate, imagi small chil- UM eease inthe context of the

dren. Sensible teaching lets these meanings
develop new forms; misconceived school-
ing throttles them, imposing dictionary
meanings through tests and competition. [n
our system, the child's language is the first

Israel-Hamas conflict, titled Protection of
lelans and Upholdlng Legal and
marksa betrayal

Mnn‘ow:r global puh|l|.'0]]lnl0l1 s ower-
st proj-

L'crarl:l |I:o|1mngucrupa.mD|5pm:dn:

lites, the oocupation

of our historical solidarity with the
Palestinian cause. As | have written before,

casualty. P red capacities to

recite and spell run parallel to rote numer-

acy. These practices run counter to the basic
principles of child-centred teaching.

If the CBSE wants to improve language

y itwill have tolook be-

It is now a popular, socially
acm-pml fact that English is

cacyufﬁu:mthﬂhm\gucwmcmmal]an-
puage. L

calls for sustained preparation and runsl:h:r—
ablie investrment. Apart from private schools,
Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) will require more
than nudging if they are to pay greater atten-
tion to children's home language. /s a privi-
qu:d scgmmatftlv:CESEfamlly EVs have

Maha.lasl\.ua government issued a circular.
It referred to the cc ission's recommen-

pying the practices of English-
mcdlum private -"'puhllc | schonls. Mamy
sticed that

dation of “child-centred education”. The
Maharashtra circular directed all schools to
ensure that child-centred education was
practised with immediate effect. ]nhct.thc

Grade [ children in a KV in Delhi could not
name all the days of the week in Hindi. It was

English spc:alw:rs 50 early in life; KVs were
merely

circular threatened official act
faulting school heads. The pmnrdthlssmry
‘wias that circulars don't necessariy waork, es-
pecially when they intend to soften an en-
trenched practice. Wider effort, involving so-
cial collaboration, ks required.

It is o a popular, socially accepted fact
that English is the language of upward mo-
bility. The parallel view that English is a
colonial legacy and should therefore be dis-
placed may have political utility, but it has
litthe traction, particularl the tradi-

al trend. Being evasn
abuurﬂn:mmlpmnccofEruglsh-lmdlum
‘education is probably a policy compalsion,
butitamounts toa preference for snoozing in
amake-believe world.

If the child's own language is to find some:
appreciative space at school, countless eu-
phemisms will have to be sacrificed. Some
of these serve as a political shorthand; oth-
ers are related to frozen pcdaguglcs_

i teachers know that language is
not i however foundational it

ticnally deprived social groups. They recog-

may be. Sounds, rhymes and words contain

thel of upward
muobility. The parallel view
that E.u;.;]mh is a colonial
|LH,&A.‘} and should therefore
be displaced may have
political utility, but it has
little traction, particularly
among the traditionally
deprived social groups. They
recognise that the children of
the dominant classes and
their leaders benefit from
their ease with English. This
view goes along with the
notion that command of
English requires early
induction. By sticking to the
use of English as a medium
of teaching in every subject,
elite schools — as most
CBSE schools are — have
consolidated these popular
petceptions of English.

yond publicsed priorities. s an exarmination
board, its foous is naturally on tests and out-
comes. Currently, this focus has intensified.
New e

dency. Language learning during childhood
is an aspect of intellectual growth that de-
mands a generous teacher and diversity of re-

the between India and
Palestine was built on shared experiences
of colonial subjugation and anti-imperial
struggle. Mahatma Gandhi's words from
1938 remain as redevant today as they were

of Palestine and what has been variously
termed “aparthesd” and “incremental geno-
cide™ deeply resonates with the moral con-
science of citizens worldwide, making
Incfia's stance increasingly untenable.

The international law implications of
India's stance are equally troubling. By ab-

then: “Palestine Arabsinthe
same sense that England belongs to the
English or France to the Frenche [t is wrong
and inhuman to impose the Jews on the

\ear

nitarian knw,
India effectively becomes complicit in what
n:pm::l internaticnal human rights organ-

Arabs.” [awaharlal Nehru ) clear

when he declared, *Palestine is essentially
an Arab country and must remain so.” For
decades after Inc e, India stood

haracterised as systernaticop-
pression. This position undermines Indu‘s
‘own claims to l:hmpu:ln international Law
and mu

sources. Music, drama and other means of l'lm]y mth Paltstlm: rl:mgn]smg the India's alignment with ksrael also jeop-
aesthetic e children's up-  ardises our relati ipwith Iran, a crucial
linguistic strength. A ili dassroom irright f- ination at tior
is best suited to achieving these aims. mcmal:lmalﬁm'ums Palcmrl:mucnlﬁarurcclcntﬂrullsre-

The education system is acoustomed to ‘This solidarity reflected India's broader gnm]mah:gy As]ndudacpu\snmsmth

treating language like a subject. It is taught
with the purpoese of ensuring success in
tests. In recent years, this systemic tendency
has worsened. Distrust of the teacher has
led to a general, undedared policy of denial
of autonomy. In KVs, teachers must abide
by a mationwide comvergence of weekly
completion schedules. This practice com-
pels every teacher to complete each seg-
mentof the syllabus or textbook at the same
pace as others. Practices in private schools
are not very differe nt from this norm There
is little room in such a system to permit
teachers to pursue curricular goals at their

oW pace, hasys-

leadership of the Global South in the post-
Independence era, where we confidently
and strongly championed the causes of de-
colonisation, self-determination, and justice
for oppressed peoples worldwide. Our for-
eign policy was anchored in moral princi-
plies that transcended narnow strategic cal-
culations, earning us respect and leadership
among newly independent nations. India's
stance on Palestine was emblernatic of this
principled apprual:h aswe consistenthy

apainst

chose to:stand wit
powerful oppressors, regardless of theirmil-
itary or economic might.

o yIndia’

tem cannot be achieved with a circular and
a brief re-orientation.

The writer is former NCERT director and the
muthar of The Child's Language and the
Teacher and Padhna, zara sochna

Wake up to new world order

Itis time Delhi went beyond old-world romanticism, Cold War calculations

BY RaM MADHAV

EURASIATS IN turmail. Three major conflicts
— Russia-Ukraine, Isracl's Gaza operations
and the lsrael-Iran-US conflict — are reshap-
ingthe geopolitics of the region. Warsdon't
just cause physical destruction, they pro-
foundly impact international relations.
Beyond Eurasia, US President Donald
Trumyp is causing serious drift and disorder
in the Western world. The US and Western
Europe, powerhouses of the last century, ap-
pear to be decisively moving into a show af-
ternoon. At the same time, the world is wit-
nessing the unmissable rise of China as a
dominant economic and technological su-
perpower. These developments, coupled
‘with a few other important ones, will lead
to the emergence of a new global order.
Therein lies a major chaJIi:ngr for India.
It deweloped i

Economic Corridor [IMEC) initiative. IMEC
is a promising initiative connecting South
Asiawith the GCC region and Evrope. Signed
in September 2023 on the sidelines of the
G20 summit in New Delhi, MEC became the
Aawour of the season for many strategic pun-
dits and fodder for think tanks,

However, given the changed geopoliti-
«cal scenario in Eurasia, India needs to recal-
ibrate IMEC carefully. Although a beneficial
project, it faces daunting challenges, the
cauldron |n Eurasia being the major one.

uding the region, IMEC's fu-
ture, too, i i At

But today’s reality is different. Oman, whose
ports were an important part of the route in
ancient times, is not even part of IMEC.
Then there is the logistics nightmare, In
the IMEC scheme, goods from India will
reach Middle Eastern ports like Jebel Ali
{Dubsai) by sea lines, From there, they will be

GDP growth is sluggish at around 1 per cent,
and China is already a big presence in the B
marketwitha morethan 55 percent share in
the manufactured goods sector and a signif-
icantly growing share in utlv:r iy sectors,
That for Incli

India hasahlsturyudmhpm]cm].oru;

transported through the to Haifa
in[srael Beyond Haifa, it will again be a jour-
ney linesto B

Illu: Mals:lllcln France and Trieste in Italy
Somee argue that it bypasses the Suez Canal
.and thus helps save time and money for the
exports. This is contestable. Seventy-five

level, the of IMEC it-
self has been flawed. Most commentaries
seck to pit it against China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI Confusing the geo-economic

based on the premises of the old world. But
the emerging order calls for a new way of
thinking about its geostrategic priorities.
Dwring the ill-fated Cultural Revolution
years in China, Chairman Mao Zedong used
to call for the abolition of the “Four Olds” —
old ideology, old culture, old habits and old
customs. This might be a wrong analogy, but
India, too, needs to come out of the mindset
of the Last century.

India has built a strong partnershipwith
Europe over the past few decades. In recent
years, the Narendra Modi government has
successfully enhanced engagement with
Mididle Eastern powers like Saudi Arabia and
the UAE. Dutof those engagements ol
the ambitious [ndia-Middle East-Europe

O EE n

‘with the geo-strategic is one of the old-
schiool traits that many in India fail to over-
come, [t must be remembered that almost
all the member countries of the GCC are
partners in the BRI while at least 17 out of
27 EU member countries have closer trade
ties with China, Only Italy decided to quit
the BRI recently while the rest continue to
enjoy Chinese largesse.

There is IMEC-related romanticism too,

ey .

lennia-old history when India traded with
Europe through ports in the Gulf. It is a fact
that India traded in spices and textiles with
Europe inreturn for gold in the good old days
— so much so that scholars in Rome used to
hitterly complain to their emperor that India
‘was draining all the gold from their kingdom.

0 EE m

hrough the Suez Canal every day
in normal times, Each carries a minimum
Ioad of 1,00,000 tonnes. If the Suez needs to
be bypassed, it requires massive rail infra-
structure through the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt. Jordan and lsracl. One has to look at
the numbers just to understand the magni-
tude of the challenge. A single

before ito the IMECinitiative, in
2000, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government
announced the North-South corridor proj-

fi vhas
become Jncrcaslnyy apportunistic rather
than principled, marking a dramatic shift
from our foundational ethos. This transac-
tional approach, evident in our abstentions
on the two recent Palestine-related resolu-
tions, reflects what | have anabysed inan zar-
Eier article( Thear people of Palesting', IE June
17, 2021 } as the actions of a government
which belicves “that anelectoral majority is
alicence to trample over anything, includ-
ing history”. While pursuing perceived
strategic advantages through closer ties with
Israel, India has neither secured the oppor-
tumnities it seeks nor maintained its moral
lzadership, The irony is quite stark. Thisun-
explainablestance has leftusdiplomatically
solated on crucial global issues, contradict-

inian solidar-
ity, wve riskalienating fran and other nations
that view the Palestinian cause as a litmus
test for moral consistency in international
relations. This diplomatic caloulus seems
particularty shortsighted given Iran's strate-
r;u: |mpnn:anm for India's energy security
connectivity.

Thr recent Madleen flotilla effort and
the global people's march medcmm—
strate the remarikable
of ordinary citizens challenging the sta—
tus quo when their governments fail
them. These grassmoots initiatives remind
us that moral leadership often emerges
from below when those in power abdi-
cate their responsibilities. As | have writ-
ten to our Palestinian friends, “Let me as-
sure you that the civilisational ethos of
India is far more powerful than any
regime which believes that they can erase
and rewrite memory and history.”

‘When Palestinian children dreamof sim-
plie Farle G bisouits, we are reminded that
‘ourchoices have consequences that extend
far beyond diplomatic halls. We owe help
and support to every child who has ever
reached for a biscuit and found only empty
shelves, who has ever looked to India with
hope and found only silence.

Thewriter is Member of Pariament { Rajya

ingthevery “vasuclhaiva kurumbakam?” phi- Sabha), Rashriva janata Dal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EMERGENCY POLITICS LEVERAGING SPACE

THE REFERS TO the article, Emengency's
warning' (E, June 27). The ruling E]I":s

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Aspace be-
yond Earth (JE, June 27). Today, every

beaving no stone unturned 1
Congress for the 1975 Emengency. Much
of the Emergency-era happenings have

ectwithmuch fanfare_ 1t
India, Russia and Iran in 2003. Two decades
later, while the project remained on paper
fior India, China quickly entered and built for-
midable ties with the tewo countries.
Similarly, we talked about a Look East
policy in the 1990s, seeking to build strong
ties with the roaring Asian Tigers. It became
the Act East policy under FM Modi. Yet our
engagement with a region that became a
Frcl: trade partner in 2010, and a compre-
jpartnerin 2022,

long freight train can carry 5,500 tonnes of
poods. That means for every ship diverting to
the Middle East, we need a minimumof 18.5
trains to carry that load to Israel. One can
easily calculate the number of trains re-
quired and the time this would consume if
‘even a fraction of the ships decide to junk
Suez and take this route. Moreover, coun-
trieson the land route like Jordan and Egypt
are still not part of IMEC.

o]

opportunity of the $18 tril-
Imm’-mwurﬂtELl that India can explore.
Butitmust alsobe kept inmind that the EL's

hl:luw par. While India’s trade with ASEAN
remains at $120 billion, China’s trade is
touching $1 trillion and growing rapidly.

Besides IMEC, Eastern and Central
Europe, Russia and ASEAN are important re-
gions forIndia's geostrategic objectives, Itis
time [ndia reconfigured its global engage-
ments, going beyond old-world romanti-
cism and Cold War calculations, and fol-
lowed a multidirectional approach with
specific end goals.

The weriter, president, India Foundation, is
with the BiR Views are personal

epaperindianexpresscom I [l

Indian will be to see Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla scripting,
history 41 years after astronaut Rakesh

the ED and OBl toimprison dissenterson
bogus charges any different?
[Kamal Laddha, Sengafun

CLIMATE RED ALERT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, *Asia on
the boil' {IE, June 27 The points raised
through this editorial are most perti-
nent. What is the use of progress and
development if the cost is an imbalance
against nature, the very source of our
r_'xmm:c? The WMO's !udl:s shuuld
beloc ith sincerity if we wish
tosee our future generations flourish,
Sanjeev Raina, Greater Noida

dgned by publicWhy  Sharma's spaceflight by embarking on
utth]I"bnmpmdmwgmmh— a space cﬂysscgr to rhr Inu'mtional
quently, if Ttnow
puma)slmcuasdrsulcmposlmufw chaph:rmlndlasspa.ochmyfwm
constitutional ide: eewill bea key com-
nflrsarrsslncczmdndmarcjusﬂtap punr:nrln Indla‘s mnblmusupmmlru;
posite. How is
IlhcllrLLl\h\andcmmag:nrﬁ like wmmmm

INDIA AT SCO

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Pahalgam
terror attack kept out, Rajnath doesn’t
sign SO0 draft’ (IE, june 27), Operation
Sindoor, launched in retaliation to the
Pahalgam terror attack, left no room for

ism. It's obwvious that China, a founder-
member of the SC0 and Pakistan's all-
‘weather friend, piloted this machination
by omitting Pahalgam from the draft
communigqué. its umeillingness tocalla
spade a spade has vindicated India

55 Paul, Nodia
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A giant leap

Axiom-4 more than just sending a human to space; it's
about building a foundation for the future of humanity

HEREARESEVERALmammtDcEIebﬁIeL'hesuncesﬂ'ullaunﬁuf

theAxi issi First,

humanspacefllghLﬁa hitk acom-

meercial flight operated by Houston-based private company Axiom
Space,itisa collaboration between Nasa, Indian Space Research Organisation
(Isro), European Space Agency (Esa), and SpaceX. Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla, who's piloting the mission, has become only the second Indian
totravel tospace.And when the spacecraft docked at the International Space
Station (155) on Thursday, he became the first ever Indian tovisit Nasa’s orbit-
ing laboratory, Shukla's trip comes 41 years after 1t Rakesh St

g pofindia's

Opinion

S INDIA CHARTS its
course to become a devel-
oped nation, healthcare
will have to emerge as a
fundamental cornerstone
of progress, The Covid-19 pandemlc was

astark our

became the first Indian to fly to space aboard a Russian Soyuz in 1984, But
Sharma's achievement was largely symbolic and of inspirational value as
Indiadid not at the time have the infrastructure and the capability to make
productive use of his learnings. In comparison, Shulda's trip will have huge
practical implications.

Theexperence Shuklawill gain during his 14-day missionwill help India's
space efforts immensely, Axiom-4 has scheduled several experiments, the
results of which would help lsro execute its own manned _'qpacefllght
Gaganyaan, twoyears later, Isto's next big project after build
its own space station, That isa massive infrastructural endeavour, Shukla
would be ln a position to offer critical inputs here as well, There are at least
I healthand growth of crops
whn:h Isto has designed for the mission, One

studyof tt I ¢
and Islnthernlcal activity of cyannba.cterla — a group of bacteria that are
known to produce energy through photosynthesis just like plants, There is
growing interest in studying this microorganism as it may offer the key to
d.eep space explulaLicln am:l Inns -term presence of humans on the moon or
wductionwithout need

e uhnnfnimu.u

|.nmic|.'c|

vity

othery
fior ruupp]yfrm'nea.rth. b

Another experiment would look at the impacts of spaceflight on permi-
nation and grawth of sprouts in space, There is another to study the impact
on crop seeds as well. Then there is an experiment that will focus on the
gmwﬂ'\ metabnlism, am:lgenetic actlwty of micmalgae which are I:Emg

1

i the nead for
a rubust respnn:lw syslem ‘While the

todian of national health, a quiet revolu-
tion driven by private emerprlge is
ingIndia's health

We must fully value the rale of the
private sector in healtheare at this stage
and build around it, Mot doing so will
mean misdiagnosing the allment and
prescribing wrong cures for building a
*Suasthy Bharat, Viksit Bharat” (healthy,
developed India).

India's public healtheare spending,
languishing at 2% of GDF, falls signifi-
cantly short of the global average and
trails behind fellow developing natlons,
creating a chasm between demand and
supply. This chronbe underinvestment in
publichealtheare has left avold that the
private sector has been bridging. Private
providers account fora staggering 7004
ofall healthcare services, 809 of outpa-
tient care, and nearly &00 of inpatient
care, These aren't just statistics; they
represent millions of lives touched and
families secured.

Private capital

tudied for lasa
1 ﬂlnspau:ET" anﬁaraunjqueset-
ting for stuclies that are Extremely dlffln.l]t todoon Earth.

For example, one of lsro’s experiments relates to the study of muscle
behaviour, Muscle degradation can be because of natural causes; it can alse
beaffected bya person's weight, On Earth, it isvery difficult to decouple these
two causes because of gravity. Space's zero- gm\r]ty environment gets rid of
the weight factor and allows the study of changes in muscles pure]y duE Lo

b d healthcare
post-pandemic landscape, mark-

NGV LraiTi
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@ MSMEs & INDIA'S GROWTH STORY

President Droupadi Murmu

Arobust MSME v

n is not only |

e but also

essential for the country's sustainable econamic development.
They generate more employment opportunities at a relatively
low cost of capital. Most importantly, these enterprises

i generate employment in rural and backward areas

© PRESCRIPTION FOR GROWTH
AWELL-STRUCTURED PPP FRAMEWORK IS KEY TO ENSURING HEALTHCARE REVOLUTION REACHES ALL CORNERS

Tie-up key for Swasth Bharat

BARNIK
CHITRAN MAITRA

Frivate equity investar and founding managing
partnes of Chrysalis Equity Ventures

The dynamism in the sector has
attracted capital where it's needed.
Healtheare investments from private
equity and venture capital hit a record
$5.5billion in 2023 Foreign direct invest -
ment (FDI) in hospitals has surged to half
af all healtheare FLII in FYZ 1, more than
doubiling its sh prior.

ing healtheare infeastructure into tiee-
I and -1 cities and beyond is a formi-
dable challenge. The financial viability

clally unwviable for many hospitals, with
payment delays compounding the prob-
lem. In an effoet to adclness the lssues,a

green ch §

d to clear 5004
of the payments, It has not yet fully
solved the problem as the enrolment
bers have reduced sig Iy,
from 316 amonthin 2024 toabout 111
in 2025 (till April). For PMJAY to achieve
its true potentlal, it must evolve intoa
true partneeship with viable eates and
swift, predictable payment cycles,
The path forward is not a binary

of new hospitalsin th B
steained by lower average revenue per
patlent, difficulty in attracting and
retaining specialist medical talent, and

ent patlent velumes for

This capltahs not just g brick-

i d Fori the

and-mortar hospitals; it is fi Fnanclns
Innovation, technology, and new eco-

risk prnﬂ]e Is simply higher and often
financially unviable.

choice b public and private
healtheare but a strategle partnership
between both that acknowledges the
steengths and addresses the chal-
len ges of elther, The challenge of deliv-
ering quality healtheare to 1.4 billion
people is too vast for any single entity,
The government's role is manifold —a
aviabil-

nomic maodels pushing b of Tounlockthep ialofth il prudent

what Is possible in Indian served regions, the sector ity gap funding provider, It is also a
healthcare. Private ents 7 1 needs innovative models strategic purchaser of services, ensur-

The private sector's |

prise iz adding skilled B where the government ing quality standards and equitable
workforce, by hiring and role is to be the derisks private invest- | access for the most vulnerable, The
training milliens avery Onglnl ofqrovnh ment. This can take the private sector's role is to be the engine
year, Thevalue proposition , and form of providing land at of growth, innovation, and service
of the private sector is as : concessional rates, offer- delivery, expanding capacity and
much about better med.  Service d"“"": ingyisbllitygapfundingto pu:hlnr:meiEomiergsomeedicIr\e.
lealoutcomesas tlsabour  @xpanding capacity birldge initial profitability ‘With lang-term structural forces
better infrastructure and and pushing the shortfalls,orguaranteeing | like increasing urbanisation, a rising
quality of professionals of dici a certain volume of | middle class, and the growing burden
employed, patients through govern- of lifestyle diseases propelling demand,

This value prop

has placed India on the

plobal map as a premier destination for
medical towrism, By leveraging a pool of
:vur!d—cl..ags,lndjan;trgham medLin:alem-

ba(’hel,ghunedhealmawanene;: ris-

comes, and wider pene

tlatlon, has unly a.mp'llﬂedth.e demand
v ith th 'anlr:\l C ).

'Y
and internationally aceredited facilities
at mmpetltlve prices, it has built an

jected lnsn:lw atarobust 10-11% annu-
ally aver the next three-five years, The

natural reasons, which can lead to breakthroughs in the und g of
human health. In the last fewyear: Dhasamnduutanumberuflmpa -
tant missions that have placed Indiain avery pof o
cutting-edge space capabilities. Thus Axom-4isa giant leap forward.It'snot
just about sending an astronaut to space; it's about building a foundation
for future space exploration and technological innovation, The mission's sci-
entific objectives have the potential to benefit humanity.

India's banks will lend.
Will tycoons borrow?

THERE"S PLENTY OF talk about how India’s 00-million-strongwerkforee gives it a
unique edge in the US-China spat over trade and technology. But to be the world's
next factory, the most-populous natlnn will need a mnn,g dnmestlcmuestment
Impulse, The datadont sh f that, Nords 'responss
Inspire cnnfdelu:e ‘When it comes to large, long- gestatlm pm|ecu a han.diul of

il do the heavy-lifting, and itwill take
to sway their decisbons,

Sanjay Malhotra, the new Reserve Bank of India governor, has thrown the kitchen
sink atwhat is basbeally a problem of comatose animal spirits, Within slx months of
his appointment, he slashed the benchmark interest rate by 1 percentage point to
5.5% and flooded the banking system with Iquun:Iltg-I He also eased financing narms
forsmall indk orloans g inst gold i

Al thiswill have an mdln!ct eﬁm at best, The real-estate Indu.stry nuyga.m ag
lower mortg However,a broac
cycle continues ioelude Which iawhythe R
1-1,25% of their loans to unfinished projects to offset any losses. The requirement
dropsto0.4- 1% when assets start gmranngcasn

But howwill funds flow jects that ets. when the bottlenach
Is not in supply of eredit but demand?In October, &I Global Ratings had predicted
an S800billion tsunami of investment by Indian conglomerates over 10 years, about

i Tyl L

datad aslda

: 'R gy, etc.
Throw In the infrastructure needed to sustain these
Industries,and itwould autormatically mean alotof new
projects,and demand for bank financing ted to funare
cash flows.
But for that, the tycoons need to be confident.
Among local billionaires, Cautam Adani maystill be
on track to binge on capltal expenditure, despite a LS

It forallegec
ANDY Inabribe- iur-mmuactp‘lm HlsyoupwuldlmestSlS
20 billion annually over the next ﬂ\le s, he
MUKHERIJEE y yea

announced at
Rival conglomerates, however, are distracted.
Mukesh Ambani has to steady th emplm flrst - and
swnaf(mmlanddlgmlsemcmnpmllc i
tries Lid The Tata i h AlrIndia, the struggling airli
of ‘hwnr!t jet crash in nearly three decades. Blllion-
aire Sajjan Jindal is embrolled in| knotty vl ﬁ“ceedlngs The Supreme Court has
annqued mjswsmum'k pun:hmofa ankrupt company — four years after he
it that'snow 134 of his steel revenue.

‘meating

#laombarg

Qomumfmthefnurplllanoftm b Thi dit issubdued
even among smaller compandes, They are still scarred hytlu bad-loan crisis that
empmdadsczchago_

The post-pandemicsurge in th gineering and construction firms —
tiom — has shbed This flscal vear's fornew

ap target
roads is the smallest since 2018, according to Indla Ratlngx Slow-moving irrigation
and drinking-water peojects are locking up working capital, while margins are get-

forthis exy pri-
vate capital. Forecasts from. agencies I.1I.re
CRISIL and ICRA, which anticipate over
44,000 crore in investments to add
nearly 35,000 beds in the coming years,
signal a natl.on -building é!l!meE

ythatisa significant source of for-
eign exchange and national soft power.
By attracting patients from the UK,
Canada, West Asia, and Africa, India is
showcasing the best of its medical talent

ment schemes, [ retuen,
the private sector brings
i T ——

the private sector’s agility, access to
capital, and relentless focus on quality

a;u]qualirycumml.

A well-structured public-private
partnership framework is key to
ensuring the healthcare revolution
reaches all corners of Indla.

Of course, the path of public-private
(PPP) collaboration is not without fric-

make it uniquely positioned to meet
his chall Th i h

of private healtheare is not just an
Investment opportunity; it is a national

perative, By fostering a collaborative
ecosystem — ane that bullds effective
PPPs for regional expansion (particu-
larly in semi-urban and rural areas) and

tion, Take the government's viai

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY). While the schame is a revalu-
tlonary step towards universal health
coverage, its implementation has cre-
ated operational hurdles for private

refines prog) like PMJAY to be
truly synergistic — India can unleash
the full potential of its private health-
care providers, Only then can It build a
systemn thatis not only prepared for the
next crisis but can deliver world-class

and ingenuity to the world,

Problems beyond the top tier
This wave of In Is not

evenlydistributed, While i 1

Iacalmuepumeumlsplrlt.

hubs atteact significant capdral,e;fpand-

. PM|AY ratis
are often lower than actual costs, ren-
dering the treatment of patients finan-

Indlan, realising the vision
of a healthy and developed India well
before 2047,

Balancing act on small savings schemes

SIDDHARTHA SANYAL

Chief econamist and head of research,

Bardhan Bank

The govt has to juggle between adjusting interest rates

in line with moderation in yields on govt securities in
secondary markets and mobilising funds for fiscal deficit

SAVIMGS ARE CRUCIAL for growth
and investment as they help mobilise
capital inte productive sectors of the
economy. In India, household savings
play a key role in overall savings as the
formeraccounts forabout 1 8%waf GDP
and about 60%: of gross savings. Bank
deposits, with a share of over 409, are
by farthe largest constituent of house-
haeld financial savings. The ether modes
of household financial savings typi-
cally encompass currency, shares and
debentures, small savings, life insue-
ance, and provident and pension funds.

Trends in interest rates on these
alternative savings instruments pre-
sent a mixed bag, Bank deposit rates
have softened in recent months, parthy
reflecting the reduction in the Reserve

ment retained the same Interest rate
of 8.2506 for 2024-15 from the previ-
ous year, In 2022-23, the Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation kept
interest rate at 8,15%. Provident and
pension funds have about 20% share
in household financial savings as the
government nudges towards formall-
satlon ofth

attractiveness of new-age high-yleld-
Ing financial savings products in recent
years, traditional avenues of household
savings such as bank deposits and
small savings continue to demanstrate
strength and relevance, This reflects a
wide reach and an easy-to-understand
product offering, promoting a practice
of healthy and sus-

Bank of India's (RBI) policy repo rate by
100 basis points (bps) between Febru-
ary and June. The central bank alse
announced a slew of measures to pro-
vide ample liquidity in the banking
system, ensuring better transmission.
The weightad average term deposit
rate on fresh deposits declined by
about 17 bps between January and
April. Going ahead, transmission to
deposit rates is likely to continue with
surplus liquidity,

On the other hand, for the employ-
ees’ provident fund (EPF), the govern-

For small savings Proceeds from small tained savings includ-
(commonly referred to " ing for people at the
as postal gepnslts] - Wn" also play an 'hnftnm ;:thpe pyramid
which now enjoy important role in — especially during
about 9% share in financing the fiscal periods of high glabal
househald financial deficit of the uncertainty and
savings against just volatile financlal
0.7% in 2013.14 . government —netsmall ...
intarest rates savings l.ndly funds The government

ined hanged about 22% of fiscal decides Interest rates
far a while, The total deficit as against just of different small sav-

outstanding balance
of small savings was
about ¥18.7 lakh crore
in March 2024, which
has risen at an impressive compound
annual growth rateof about 160 since
March 2019,

The reach of small savings is wide-
spread with about 1.65 lakh post
offices offering such products (along
with public sectorbanks and select pri-
vate banks acting as the government's
agent for them). Despite the rise in the

THE EDITOR

ting squeezed in construction of factories and bulldings, Contractors are, therefore, NATO’s gpending surge
cautlmls alnut hum:lwing.
helgh d global Like theirp dsgwhere, busl- The Morth Atlantic Treaty
July9,when theT! i rec- O 's (MATO) decision to
Iprocal tariffs will end. [t’Wastungum and New Delhi are able to pull off a trade deal raise defence and security spending to
5% of GDP by 2035 represenits more

ahead of the deadline, Indian ﬂramma iy avobd 2 26% tax in their biggest market.

That iswhen bankers in Mumbal could finally start getting calls for higherworking-
capital funding limits and new term koans,

Uml]men,ptlvawmdnudllmlnr" ihal. lgn wealth funds,
I — ivelvchasine Indian busl h

o mﬁmnmmhg]nam, payfancquthm\s,nrpmeM cnnnnl.h’ha‘ttheec‘anumy
neads, however, s cradit that assets, There'sitt] ofsuchavir-
tuouscycle getting started.

than a budgetary increase — it signals
& bald strategic recalibration for an
age of great power competition,
hybrid warfare, and systemic volatility.
By channeling 3.5% into core defence
capabilities and 1.5% into broader
security architecture, the allance aims

to modernise its detement posture,
enhance civil-military reslience, and
assert technological dominance in
emerging domains. It is also a step
towards fairer burden-sharing,
although iranically it deepens
Euvropean dependence on LS defence
systems, While the strategy aspines to
forge a more cohesive, agile, and
innovation-driven NATO, internal
economic strains could test unity.
Ultirmatedy, the 5% threshold isn't just a
military benchmark, but alsoa

about 13% in 2016-17

ings schemes on a
quarterly basis, Inter-
est rates for different
small savings schemes
have been unchanged for the past six
quarters, Rates en various small sav-
ings schemes are generally bench-
marked against yields on government
securities of similar tenors, Over the
last year, yields on different tenors of
government securities have come off
significantly. With the beginning of
the rate cut cycle by the RBI from Feb-

statement of intent: To rebuild

ruary, yields on government papers
have softened faster. This is more
prominent in the shorter tenor of the
yield curve due to higher liguidity in
the banking system in recent months
and may create some space for policy-
makers to review and reduce rates on
some of the small savings products in
the near future,

Proceeds from small savings also
play an important role in financing the
fiscal deficit af the government — net
small savings today funds about 2 204
of fiscal deficit as against just about
130 in 2016-17. According to the
FY 26 Budget estimate, net small sav-
ings are expected to haveamoderation
of 200 to €3.4 lakh crore during the
current year. A steep reductlon in
postal deposit rates may affect fund
mabilisation in this account, which
might, in turn, lead to higher market
borrowings to an extent, Hence, it will
be Interesting to see how the govern-
ment strikes a balance between adjust-
ing small savings rates in line with
moderation in yields on government
securities in secondary markets and
mobilising funds to finance the fiscal
deflcit without resorting to higher
market harrowing.

Views are personal

Civil Aviation's speclal audit has found

MATO's edge while

and lapses inthe

many

the transatlantic bond. way airlines operate, Regulators
Amareet Kurnar, Hazaribagh appear ta be unwilling to take any
* tough action against these violators
Safet)' 15 paramount of safety. This must stop as safety of
Apropos of “Clesing the safety door” passen{ers is paramount. We must
(FE, June 27), as & penple we refuse to learn to respect established safety
take s seriously inthe

Goimg by the number of people who

|ose their lives in accidents every year,

this is a grave concem that wmrmnts
The Direc

glnhnls\.-lamn Space.
-Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

FOR NOW, A REPRIEVE

Lowering of tensions in Middle East, de-escalation of Trump's
tariffwar bring relief for global economy. It may be temporary
HISWEEK HAS endled I withthe clos-
ng at BA054, its hi Octaber 1, The rup dt0B5.5
tothe LIS dedlar, after having shid to below B6.9 on June 19, Brent crude prices,

ool

tnn....... about $67 a barrel, aft ing 1o $79-plus at the start
of the week, And th with all-india indall di
Ing June 1- 27Iu'lru I03 per cent| higher tham the historical nulmnllnrthlsi period, That's
at I Jurse 15, when cumulative raingall was 31 percent be-

lowe normal and 30 eut of the country's 36 meteorological subdivisions had registered
deficits in excess of 15 per cent. That deficlency is now largely confined o Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, erathmd.l-\-’bdﬂm Chh.lmwh slharand the Nnrlhnn reggion,
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WOorbDLY WISE
LEARNING IS NEVER DONE WITHOUT
ERROR AND DEFEAT,
= VLADIMIR LENIN

A new nuclear deal

The conditions are ripe for Washington
to negotiate a successor to JCPOA

.
KANTI BAjPAL

THE AMERICAN STRIKES against Iran's nu-
clear facilities at Fordow, Natanz, and
Isfahan have browght to the fore three ma-
Jorissues: The success of the strikes, the fu-
ture of Iran's highly enriched uranium
[HELF), and the nature of US-lsrael-lran
dealings going forward,

It ks too early to know the extent of the
damage inflicted on the Iranian facilities. OF
greatest interest is Fordow, Twelve GBU-57
bombs were wsed against the main ventila-

ion shafts in an attempt y the cen-
trifisges and control centre, which are 80 me-
The GELI-575 are effective

“Tobe sure, hiese optimistic cues are less about g thefu-

tureth " the hehind Th Trarard

Israel since October 24 was nmvdtd only auuybcfm: by the forrmer launching missiles
at a LIS air base in Qatar and mmwnmmm the Strait of Hormuz — through which a
fifthof the workd's oil and I [ Those tensions have chbed,
for nowe, So have the i '\ﬂmlﬂ'l'mmpun-
leashed inearty April: they b,
o have signed a r!'ucvdoal with China, There has been a pause on the Implrmmmlanuf
Trump's so-called reciprocal tariffs on other countries, inchading India, as well. But that
three-month deadline ends on July 9. Simply put, thene I!matmmnry upnm from

el war that USF

o a depth of G0 metres, It is unlikely, there-

fore, that the bombs penetrated through o
the centrifuge hall and control roam,

The cueestion, though, is: Did the hits se-

vm-ly damage thc main underground fa-

flects of the

bath? IF the main wntll.ulan shafts col-

1o the

The US wants to avoid
another "forever war’, not
least due to domestic
opposition, In addition, its
of defensive

lapsed, what h

within the I'anllty? Ilpamrmppllu were

interrupted, were the centrifuges damaged

and is .irq:hmg operating? Is the Iranian ad-
lom of severe damage a ruse?

the tracke policy and geopolitical strains that may come bac W

India rmust keep the focus on th cium term, That MACTT-
ic stabi gt sh i and com-
evolatility, linked i Jand [-doing-busi ..

ypr
to leverage its slrvrwhsi(murahlo demﬂlraphrularsv mmumerbau'and apoten-
tial alternative for investors looking at a China-plus-one strategy of diversifying their
manufacturing and supply chains ). The Indian economy has so far demaonstrated rela-
tive resilience, recording the highest growth among the world's magor countries amid
elevated mnbalmmtamw But Indla hasiodo \wlluhtmtn not just the world, hut o

If Fordow has effectively been sealed
and control over the centrifuges is lost, a
direct hit on the centrifuge hall may not
matter. The centrifuges will, over time,
simply become inoperable. In this
sense, the US President may be at
least partly right: Fordow may have been
obliterated functionally,

The second question is: What has be-
come of the HEL, which by all accounts is

the aspi dworkfonce | and th i
mtr»nmmupionrﬂww i run geopodit inty may be eas
e than meeting d seizing opg i !

TRIPPING ON REFORM

DU's new tie-breaker for undergraduate admissions could

bring back anxieties that CUET was designed to eliminate
HEMN DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU} adopted the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for undengraduate admissions in 2022, it was
seen as a bong overdue step toward standardisation of a sprawling
ecosystem, J\mmprnumenlmrme&ntral Llnmrsmes E‘ammm

cent [and can be guickly
enriched further to make a bomb 7 Reports
suggest there were about 160 kg of it at
Fordow and perhaps 400 kg in total, The
stockpiles were apparently moved before
the strikes (though the Trump administra-

it ul other war

mat v under stress
from provisioning Ukraine
ane Israel, Ihm‘l\ famous air

perhaps to breaking point,
and it will be increasingly

e artacks, Iran’s
options, too, are limited.
Tehran must

wuorry that both Israel and
the US will resume attacks,
aned not just on nuelear
facilities, and that internal
dissent will boil over.

tion now contests this), If the stockpiles
were removed, they would be dispersed to
several sites to increase survivability.
Nonetheless, given lsraeli and US intelli-
gence capabilities, the location of the HEU
may soon be known, I srael can find and
kill top Iranian nuclear scientists and gen-
erals, it should eventually be able to find
the HELL

Omce the HEU s located, what can the
US and Israel do? They could choose to do
nathing, on the calculation that ran will
have difficulty in enriching the HEL for the
bomb, Most analysts, however, conclude
that fran can sufficiently enrich the HEL, at
a secret facility (assuming one exists),
within manths, So, doing nothing is proba-
by not an option,

Once the locations of the HEL are
known, the LS and Iran could resume their
attack. The problem is that any direct strikes
on the HEL would be toun-

the various 24/7 surveillance mechanisms
under the accord would have to be installed
and operated,

Foranew deal to be struck on Iran's nu-
chear activities, the Linited States will need
to pegotiate a successor tothe JCPOA, In his
comments on the strikes on Iran, US
President Donald Trump drew a paralbel to
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks dur-
g Wiorlel War I, seeming to suggest that
Iran is similarly prostrate, In fact, the paral-
lel bs far from accurate, Iran is not an

occupied country,

Bmldﬁ I'al;:!:- limits, The LIS wants to
avold another “forever war®, not least due
to demestic opposition. In addition, its sup-
plies of defensive missiles and other war
materials are under stress from provision-
ing Ukraine and Israel. 1srael's famous air
defences are strained, perhaps to breaking
point, and itwill be increasingly vulnerable

leashing “dirty bombs®, in which radioac-
tive materials are vented without a nuclear
«chain reaction. The global outcry would be
significant were this to ocour, and bath the
US and Israel may be wary of the blowback.
Plus, lsracl must worry that its own nuclear
reacto I be targe o pro-
duce a similar result. It may not, therefore,
wiant to legitimate such an action.

IF a direct attack o the HEU is danger-
ous, Washington and Tel Aviv must instead
gain control of the stockpile, Tehran would
have to be persuaded to reveal the kocations
of the HEL, and full-scope safeguarding
wmld[nllow This, in turn, nwns:hmhe

P st have
nusclear facilities, as was envisaged by the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
Between the US and lran duri
President Barack Obama's time, In addition,

missile attacks. lran's options,
to, are limited, Tehran must worry that
both Israel and the US will resume attacks,
and not just on nucear facilities, and that
internal dissent will boil over,

The conditions are ripe, therefore, for a
new nuchear deal, That said, the ceasefire
must hold, and Iran must have an author-
ity figure that can deliver a deal, Neither is
certain, In addition, the US may have to
sweeten the deal econamically by lifting
saru'tlans This will depend on Trump over-

stic and bsraeli In
short, there is a road ahud but it is a
rocky one,

The writer is Wilmar Professor

of Asian Studies and vice dean,
Research and Development,

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Pelicy,
National University of Singapore

AND StILL. WE RISE

Itis time to listen not just to governments, but to Iran’s suffering people

SHOKOOFEH AZAR

Entrance in20M0fora by ¥ d ol
Class Xl cut-aff' ith a sinale. unif

Ilwasanuppnmmlty to maove bewnd the disp of state board admis-

sions, and fi ised on fairness, some of th tothe

adnusamprncvﬂlhnmr Hpﬂ:lally'thv delition of Class X scores

tie=hreak —lreadaddlcancllne Inacoun-

try where m!s Duhlnhu education rt'malns intensely competitive and dcoply conse-
quential, they risk reintr i CUET liminate,
With 71,624 seats across 79 undergraduate programmes in 69 colleges up for appli-
cal!unsﬂll!ac.idumc year, the new tie- blukerhu been designed to offer, as DU's dean
ions has put it, a it-based h" o break CUET dead-
Iuck; Class X pelformancelsa reliable indicator of consistency, arguably less vulnera-
ble to coaching-ciriven score inflation, It also reduces the arbitrariness of alphabetical tie-
breakers, which, though neulral fail to reward academic effert. Hnmvu it rlsks

IRﬁN Mﬁ\’ BE one uFlMiewcmmmsntM

and Muwar;mjunhalratentwy. Mygen-
i il e ;

— a revolution that, with the tacit support
of Western powers and the backing of do-
mestic leftist groups, bed w the fall of the
Fahlavi monarchy and the rise of a theacratic
regimse, The children of that era became the
teenagers of the futile eight-year war with

CUET" principle, rooted in the spiritaft |
Pelicy [ NEP) 2020, which admcalvsfawqullyandinclusmlyln higher education, In de-
coupling undergraduate admission from board variability, CUET sought to ensure that
seores alone did not dwtalcasmdenrs furure, lhclmmdunnnlmrd !l:nrl's[mm Class X

dcurricula tovary
wtdely!n difficulty and leniency, As a result, students from better-resourced boards or
urban backgrounds may gain an unintended advantage, Mareover, NEP 2020 encour-

ages holistic assessments over rigid reliance on any single score, Shifting the focus to

Iraq, and today, in middle age, we find our-
selves on the verge of another revolution,
Bast this time, its nature and mechanism are
fundamentally different.

Contrary to ulal belief, Iranians' strug-
gle against the Islamic regime is not merely a
Ab-year-long my it is rooted in 1,400 years
af cultural resistance against imposed Arab-

that,

grad cially one f prior — might be productive for students wh
have matured academically inth had faced

Instead of tying the admission process up with three separate academic records —
CLIET, Class XII, and Class ¥ — a possible alternative could have been the option of more
granular tie-breakers wlll\ln CLIE.'I iself; |ts scores could have been extended to more

that stage,

never fully mllllquislwdiﬁlmmnridm—
tity: Irandan inteflectuals, poets, and philoso-
phers have strived to keep alive the human-
istic and philosophical foundations of our
pre-lslamic culture — from Zoroastrianism

decimal places or to d P As India ines its higher edu- ancl Mithraism to Persian mysticism — against

cati itecture, poli bec | donat the inance of rigid Islamic dogma. The

reignite old apprehensions or come at the cost of inclusivity., clash between these two workdviews has
S ppes v claimed thousands of ves,

A QUESTION OF GRACE

Prada may have used Kolhapuri chappals inits latest collection,
It ust not shy away from giving credit where it is due
ONG BEFORE IT gave its name 1o one of the most iconic patterns in fashion,
Paisley was just Se Its star rose in the 19th

The 1979 revolution, despite appear-
ances, was not purely a popular uprising,
Histarical evidence shows that Western
countries — including the UK, Germany,
ﬁanﬂ: rmﬂthe l.hitcdStm; = encouraged

lhc Snml Union, through ﬁgurts like
Beheshti, played
Iru:llw Pahlavi monarchy, For both East and
Wiest, the lslamic Revolution was a geopolit-
ical i LISSR

v, when

it becamt 50 well-known for its imitation Kashmin shawls that the shav-is

“buta” patt “paisbey”. Thi f the pat-

s orig ing it f h ific cultwral context inwhich it was first created

— the "buta” is said to be inspired by the shape of either a pinecone or mango — makes it
an early instance of cubtural appmpnanan But is this also what is happcnlng with the
footwear — strongly ichappals — that t i
Fcamm! as part of its Spring- Sumlml 2026 collection this week?

Prada

Prada descri £ " witl elo
an Indian connection. aswell astra-
dmcnllmaltridl(alunmhappalimhmyafi!hmndmum numurcrmmmnu

ndmnﬂuen:ﬁ. i iles, motifs I

N placeingpiri e b anctee Bt ehi Westhave
ahdstory of ati ol il ultures — Py into contro-
versy, such as when Guec sent out earing Sikh-style i 2016, This und

wlably i desi d inthe G

Change, however, is already underway, with Diicor and Lo arting o

lookfor collaborators, net just ideas, in other cultures — ﬂ!lnrmuml!mdwﬂll\c‘lumhal's
ChanakyaSchool of Craft for its pre-fall 2023 line, while th

Sabwasachi Mukherjee for a capsule collection in 2007, 'Mth Prada yet o mah-the details
of its latest collection public, it still has the chance to give credit where it's due, Grace, after
all,is one of those things that never go out of style.

o nE u

the anti-communist Shah, while the West

Let me be blune We are no
longer the people of half a
century ago who waited for
the verdict of the East or the
West, We are a nation with
deep cultural and historical
roats, a people educated,
aware, and exhauvsted by
Western, Eastern, and
religious authoritarianism
alike. Bue we have also
learned that to defeat one of
the maost brutal regimes of
moddern times, global
support is essential — just as
you needed international
allies to defeat (Adolf) Hitler,
For many of us, lsrael and the
US are no longer enemies,
bt temporary allies in our
national liberation.

wished tocurb the power of a monarch who
had become increasingly uncontrollable
through the rise of OPEC and the strength-
ening of Iran's natienal econormy,

Over the past four decades, what the
Islamic Republic has inflicted upon the
Iranian people is nothing short of cultural,
social,and h ion. Thi
atic oppression has included the rape of fe-
male dissidents, the elimination of intellec-
tuals, the humiliation of religiouws and ethnic
minorities, the deliberate destruction of nat-
wral and historical resources, and the pro-
motion of Arabic language and culture
through education and media. Sharia-based
laws have created an environment where
domestic violence and femicide have be-
come everyday occurrences, According o
the Iran Human Rights Organisation, in
2023, the number of executions in lran sur-
passed those in China — a country with 20
times its population,

And yet, in the midst of this darkness, a
profound hope has emerged, Contrary to the
regime’s intentions, the people of Iran have
not returned to religion — they are moving
beyond it. More than half of the new gener-
ation is openly or secretly atheist or non-re-
ligious, This generation clings fercely to its
Iranian identity and the Persian language,
and with each execution or act of violence,
it clistances itself further from state-imy
Islam, The regime has been effective in re-
pression but has utterly failed towin hearts,

In recent days, [sraeli military interven-
tion against the Islamic Republic’s military
infrastructure has sparked not just fear but
hope among many [ranians, For a people
who have lived under the yoke urrymnny

ers may not understand, but for us, it feels
like a moment of liberation,

Let me be blunt; We are no longer the
people of kalf a century ago who waited for
the verdict of the East or the West, We area
nation with deep cultural and historical roots,

ple eclucated, aware. by
Western, Eastern, and religious authoritari-
anism alike. But we have also learned that to
defeat one of the most brutal regimes of
madern times, global support is essential —
just as international allies were needed 1o
defeat (Adolf) Hitler, For many of us, lsrael
and the LIS are no longer enemies, but tem-
porary allies in our national liberation.

I am astonished to see that many
Western intellectuals now describe Hamas
as theworkd's onby anti-colonial force while
condemning lsrael's strikes against lran's
lmmc utmcndmhauw:nﬂnm
h,wihy
dm‘tymltalwupanmandrnhtthunm
silves — frem your own soll T Why must we
inthe Middle East pay the price for your slo-
gans? Does the suffering of people like us
figure at all in your daily political caleula-
tions? Perhaps it is time to listen not just to
governments and religious bullies, but to the
voices of Iran's suffering people.

W are on the brink of another revolu-
tion — of a return to the roots. After 46 years
of theocratic oppression, Iranians are rising
— not for religion, nor for ideclogy, but for
identity and freedom, And if you will not
stand with us in this revolution — then at
least, do not stand in our way,

Azaris the author of the
International Booker Prize-shortlisted

for genumnni seeing the i

asense of justice — one that Westem pow-

ofthe G
Tree and The Gowkaran Tree
in the Middle of Our Kitchen

JUNE 28, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PLANE CRASH PROBE

hiunt for v Sikiha for quiestioning in connec-
tion with the crash of an Air India jumbo jet

and hygienic rmdmuuw-wpamum" A\n—

INVESTICATORS SAID THAT faing, intermit-  and aCanadian Pacific Airline baggage explo- — rietyof
tent signals have been detected near where  sionat Tokyo airport, aVancouver Sikhlnwyer — in consultation with the India Tourism
an.ﬂurlndujumbu_pumshed.hmtﬂmmr said Lal Singh i thy ts|had  Develop Corporation (ITDC), are to be
tainif they are b b in as recently as three d in hygieni ini il wrappers.
Hight recorders, A n the Brmsh Inan interview, Ujjwal Bosanjh, a

at Northwood, b forSikh i OUVET,

north west of London, confirmed this. If the
Right recorders can be recovered from the
mile-deep seabed, they could provide infor-
mation on the cause of the crash,

HuNT FOR LAL SINGH
AS CANADIAN AUTHORITIES continued their

epaper, indlanaxpre‘ﬂl‘l i | .

said it was accepted within the Sikh commu-
nity that Lal Simgh, and perhaps Ammand
Simgh, were hidingin the city,

NEw MENU ON TRAINS
THE MOS FOR Railways, Madh Scindi

MoNSOON Havoo

'WITH THE TEN maore landslide deaths re-
ported in Icdukld's high ranges, the death toll
in Kerala's monsoon havec this week has
mounted to 45. reports rl:mued in

were crushed to death when

formally announced the introduction of “an

huge bowlders carme down on their bouse,

Wl




