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Debate over Tamil Nadu’s
history is now cast in iron

ebates over the of Tamil L and cul-
ture have been rlgmg for many decades in the aca ind polit-
ical worlds. While ln:hneo ts from Tamil \ladu and Tamll lit-
erature enthusiasts had lorward the theory that Tamil civili-
sation predated that of many o anclem civilisations that historians
had identified to the world and cited as evidence the glorio
the Tamil Sangam literature, well known historians had shot it all down,
saying that literary work cannot be cited as proof for lived history. They
ar| that literature could just be a figment of the author’s imagination
and cannot stand scrutiny in the study of history.

But adamant Tamil historians insisted that there indeed was a mrmﬁ
civilisation on the banks of the River Vaigai, which could not be
poohed after the excavations at Keeladi near Madurai threw up ev
of an urban settlement in the plains of River Vaigai. Since then (he du

course on the antiquity of Tamil civilisation changed with many ogn.lv
wondering if Keeladi could be older than Indus Valley civilisation.
said that it indeed was and even volummous vrrmm on the

subject, not all by career

alone but also by' former \mreau:ra
Such were even used to silence the
M.K. naysayers refusing to agree that Tamil civilisa-
tion could be older than lhose idenuﬁed m
school history textbooks. But
ued at various fronts and the Tamll Nadu Cmef
Minister MK. Stalin came out with an
announcement that the Iron Age started on
Tamil soil, providing scientific evidence. He
cited studies that have that iron had
been found in the pe 5300 years
ago, which is 1000 years before the time that it
was earlier bell to be.

Now, the people of south India, icularly
those in Tamil Nadu, could take pride in the fact
thmhunwnsmludnmtmmhpnndu\e

globe 5300 years ago, much before anybody else
did it. Since the finding also establishes that the technol to smelter iron
did not come from the West to India but had gone from here, it opens up
new avenues for research. Did those ancient Tamils master skills in

pyro!echnnlo%mmﬂurgiml sciences and furnace engineering to first
separate iron from iron ore and then to harness the metal for human use?
Answers for all these would probably be found in due course even as the

mh!orm&hnnmnmnmemnﬂnnesmmemglm ia has a budgeting
Also it has oglenned avenues fc problem, like any
figure out the R:n iron hnl on the life and lllE le n{ Lhe ancient mcl middle-class house-
ety that did not have the use of the machines, , household appli- hold. ations are
ances and war weapons for whose mnunj iron is now used in a big wnss rger means,
‘To put it otherwise, what did the o with iron then? That e m‘\‘r driven by the
the scope of the research to the mlm of sociology, too. Also it would have glory of being the
to be found as to how the technology transfer took place as olher civi ll\u fourth largest ecomomy
tions, as per contemporary history, had used iron before the people and, politically primed,
south India. Till answers to these piquant questions are found, let's bask m ture expectations of
the glory of living where iron was born. becoming a “developed’

India’s star bright in Davos

n §) lle ula slight in th ic growth, India
Im bright stars in the global economic horizon, as evi-

denced b the deals that the country clinched at the World low m
Forum (WEF). The Indian contingent by five Union ministers, three duct'n-lg and supply
Chief Ministers and top business leaders bagged investment commitments wvah low wage
‘worth more 0 crore. This leaves public in

Maharashtra managed to get the biggest pie of almost 80 per cent invest- ment to bear the brunt of
‘ment proposals or 61 menwran |m tanding worth 215.7 lakh crore, investment, spiking the
Lendal to merate over 16 lakh jobs. fiscal deficit and debt
Most agreements h was fo gana, whose delegation beyond i level
entered into led by Chld Mlmuer A. Revanth Reddy, got 20 ‘The social media oblig-
WW: MoUs worth at least €180 lakh crore. The a£ys;wearlx
major pi was from Infosys which will ievements and projects
data centres, create 17,000 jobs in Hyderabad. Unilever will a dazzling future, generat-
green energy, and setﬁmnlaﬂonesm!.hesw!hemm mg!mpusmhlyh!ghwhm
advanced tech- Kerala and Uttar Pradesh expectations,
too made their nce felt at the annual meet- which meagre resol
nologies, reflecting ing of the global economic elite. are rationing Indel)
the Most tered into at WEF centred y the comple-
industrial land- on data centres, green enm'i)a.nam advanced tion time for projects gets
scape. These deals lechnnlngls unectmg the changing industri- increasing com-
are expected to al landscape. These deals are expected to create pletion costs and i
000 over 50,000 jobs, which predominantly will be the value-add from incom-
create over 50, based in Te investments.
jobs. Though the hog headlines, the World ingly, the cost of

not be seen in the nar-
investments merely

Economic Forum she
row sense. No entrepreneur makes a call on

gr to 69 per cent of
DP) man in advanced
economies (AE) — (105 per
cent to 112 per cent of
GDP). Public debt in China
increased from close to the
EM average in 2010 at 44.3
per cent to 84.3 per cent in

further to BLS per cent of
GDP in 223. Are we hop-
ing that the mirage of
developed status by 2047
can rub off on us today and

us, l(l]mhnptrmp
income close to l;;:f“
income economies w)
ours is towards the bottom

of upper middle-income
economies as per World
Eank

Exhhc det levels h!pl)”
MI borrowing must
bt repay-

ow rapidly at least two
percentage points above

thel\'eng:lwelofﬁjper

cent, where it is today,

ment push for growth
must come from monetisa-
tion and disinvestment of
blic assets, foreign, and
estic private invest-

investars. In 2017 the out-
side limit for the Centre's
fiscal deficit was increased
fram three to four per cent
of GDP, the com-
bined (Union and
states) to seven per cent of
GDP from six per cent ear-
lier. Over the last four
decades the outside norm
of seven per cent was
adhered to in 14 fiscal
e e 1
(spanning

the early Modi 1.0 period)
— 80 was this just a shift in
the goalpost to fit the actu-
ar because the
older FD “norm” of six per
cent of GDP was met only
four times in fiscal years

1983, 2007, mnndmm
The Covid-19 related fiscal
deficit spike took the gen-
eral FD to 13.1 per cent in
202021 Despmme &)
demic waning, higher

remains ataround 7.9
per cent (3+4.9).

It's no then that
the RBI it difficult to

the forest™ or to reduce
interest rates to stoke

wth. Since 2016 the

s primary task is to
manage inflation within a
26 per cent band, with
four per cent as the medi-
an. Inflation was higher —
between 7.5 to 10 per cent
since 1961, except in two

Sane budgeting vital for
a world becoming crazy

matter when one is com-
peting globally for capital

Budgeungmlor growth
means escl

gsngmenl stimulates
vanity, not growth), min-
imising ‘pork" (freebies

the
Tty o ndion sattice The

Centre must resist bel.ng a
fiscal
licants find rehi

|ml.§ nanwl) on natiol

ul ph) sical and digital mt-
making banks

IIIBI’E mmpemlve ncen-

tivising corporate invest-

ment in space a?phm

tions, agricultural

alli

ing water supply and sans-
tation, cheap sup-
ly, municipal rural
velopment,  culture,
social welfare, city man-
agement to state govern-
ments.

The Union government
is bloated. In 2017-18, when
the raflway budget was
m v‘r’l‘teh the Union

re were 73
major schemes. By 2024-25,
the number of major
schemes, each with an
allocation of over 210 bil-
lion, had more than dou-
bled to 170. Those below
210 billion are additional.
Each scheme imposes
additional administrative

INDIA'S JOURNEY

As India celebrates 75 years
as a Republic, the nation
reflects on its journey
towards fulfilling its constitu-
tional dreams. While India
has made significant
progress in economic
growth, technological
advancements and social
progress, it still grapples
with challenges like poverty,
inequality, inadequate infra-
structure and environmental
concerns. Despite these hur-
dles, however, India's
resilience and determination
are evident in its growing
economy, expanding middle
class, and increasing global
influence. As the nation
moves forward, it is clear
that India’s journey is ongo-
ing, and its people continue
to strive towards a more just,
equitable, and prosperous

society.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

THIS to “Why has the US
often exited climate pacts". The
United States is the second

producer of greenhouse gases in the
world and it pulling out of the Paris

sions. The implausible rationale

g!ven by the 47th US President that

s mmnmy is highly contingent on
fuels since it’s the largest

dlluer of crude oil shows that he

based on their interaction with gnvemmem offic! for five days. The annum or about 20 ment. To become a China-  five-year periods when it  in discrete ets, reduc-  out and merits a relook and revisit in
WEF is a forum for gove 1o pite cent original proj Plus-One or an America- was four per cent (2001 to  ing the iency of the  the interest of
their countries anrl mvmmem dedsmm could happen later. WEF also cost. Plus-One &stmnnon. all 2005 2016 to 2019, both useof funds. Beware of the
gives gov the of the Like any foreign investments must  under NDA governments), m\‘e dynamics of cen- Noida
companies, and a unely change their regulatory mechanisms to class !hmny, !ndia bor be welcome along with reverting T to an lisation.
attract new capif rows to binding advancetax guid- average of six per cent. Disbursi Central mms
The Central government should in fact organise Indian Economic Forum pp’l‘nmcredn. lndlahu ance and contracts con- Inflation declined from funds T  generic
in major developing countries in active partnership with state govern- ahided by the metrics of forming to international 6.21 per cent m October  frameworks, leaving  NAVI MUMBAI has achieved anoth-
ments to attract new investments. credit worthiness. First, it best practice, to reduce 2024 to 522 in December branding and scheme er goal in its journey towards cleanli-
has never defaulted on investment Budget 2024, But it remains above to state govern- and t excel
debt repayments. Second, muduumnyreme the four per cent norm Ments, is a better option.  lence. The city been included in
fiscal rules bind both the the artificial tax prefer- while the u risks lntheleadmnupsup the newly mtroduced “super clean
THE ASIAN AGE Union and state govern- ence for investment in have multiplied. Is this E opportunities e category of prestigious
e ments' expenditure to equity as 1o debt, metric statistically sound? easier, Immedmslm Swachh Survekshan 2024. The elite
ing. How long  so that class sav-  An NCAER 2m@4 report where the rubber meets category recognises top perf
SEamen e & Miaiaia this restraint lasts in a ings are more balanced. recommends the road are fiscally and  cities that have mns)gmnl]vu
S Sird ot world t Deepening close RBI over-  share of food in the administratively empow- in cl . Navi
D R —— to bolster wth  but stghzhg‘uverurespmume 40 per cent from 485 ered, rather than just the  Mumbai has been ranked ide
New Delhi: fasvaburta! Nebves Nathers Yourh Corare, 219 Dioens Oonyd Upssebrory Masg, New Dbl 130002 P drowning in res scrucial. cent because higher head office. Indore (Madh: ) and Surat
1)z uncertain. Mnmumlng fiscal incomes diversified the (G ) in this exclusive category,
Pubdickund smd Priniod on bebulf of wad for Global government debt deficit (FD) norms gives con: jon The writer is a former ng it the only city
D 0 000 2 L A Lo € B R s Bt 10 e Doyl Uty g Yo moch moe fa crdibillly o fa prves:  Rationatsing the food - TAS affiolr and s gover to receive this honour.
§ Londers Guéchranb Lst, Bih Floer, ok 2, Eizath o, 3 Yok Heed, Loesion, SE1 TNG emerging markets (EM) ment's resolve to share can reduce inflati nance and economic
NI Segpuratian sssabec: ST over 2010 to 2023 (from 44 lv prudent to cheer up ¥ expert Navi Mumbai
something 1946, and then briefed the Congress Working even Jess say. "I am one of those who considers the  behind. Throughout the country there was a sense
not Committee the following Friday, April 12 Here he  present chapter of communal bitterness and differ- dhmmmmwrmhmmuhm
yet writes that he was able to convince them of his  ences as a transient phase in Indian life", Azad bat we did not
Day, there is occasion to think of a different kind of ~ plan’s soundness, especially Gandhi, who wrote. hn-to_hlhnulpynlupmndﬂn
that India “expressed complete agreement”. ‘The Cabinet Mission plan the British released a awaited us." On July 7, the AICC
$ 'M lﬁnﬂnm;umwmm mnhhu.uiinunl&mumdgkmﬁm = o .
e § Kalam Azad had concluded that undivided India’s finance currency. replying on  Azad’s except in ane way. Instead of autonamy at Omg
Aakar Patel from the nature of the case” be  Azad’s behalf, said there was no reason o assume  the level of provinee or state, it was at the level of  arose that month. Azad had in 1960 for
provinces would not want a unified in such India would be divided into three parts a year remained in post till 1946 by
Azad in his book does not what, if with what is today Pakistan, India and  default because after the Second Warld War beoke
Nehru said. ) to reflect local majorities, and these  out, the Congress was and its leaders jailed.
apparently got the party behind him, three parts would have provincial autonomy under  He chose not to contest and to throw his weight
attend to the problem at the root, a statement Apeil 15, Inthe  a Centre. Princely states would retain autonomy  behind Nehru, instead of Patel, a decision he would
. . Azad felt was not - sinoe ﬂnar dﬂlk.hemmb thecall  except for the powers ceded to the Centre. come to Patel would have seen his plan
IfCOl-lstltutlon had given in 1946 - but of and that the hlnﬂ,mﬁngm heseesas itsflaws.  Azad felt the should this propos- Nehru, in Azad's tzimnn. “gave
Muslims were troubled by what an independent Towards the end, he says he al He writes that Ali was ini- the opportunity to sabatage™
would the Congress acoept his. which secures. ﬂlllyﬂudhk,mhehdmmh On July 10, at a press confevence, Nehru said the
be autonomy to the provinees merit the Pakistan contains  down the road with the Pakistan demand But he  Congress was “unfettered” by the Cabinet Mission
We enn'e CO and that the federal government would while all its defacts and drawhacks are e muemummﬂﬁmmmmm Plan and could do as it chose in the Constitment
£l mdddnz.l:?nmnd ‘The fear of Muslim majority areas of interference  anes on offer and the Muslim League council, on his %nuam.mmnm
2.a . ‘What remained of the government be inaCentre dominated by Hindus he had addressed  advice, voted in favour of the Cabinet Mission Plan.  Muslim council met under Jinnah and now
P I the preserve of the provinces, save for those which  through his scheme of provincial autonomy. lthad ~ On June 16, the Congress Working Committee  rejected the Cabinet Mission Plan and reiterated its
OnO n mutual consent could be shared between the  two lists of subjects, one compulsorily with the  alsoendarsed the Azad wrote: ‘The acoeptance  demand for Pakistan.
India was, Azad wrote, a dbmxﬁ Centre and ane optional, which the province could  of the Cabinet Plan by both the Cangress ~ We know what after that. What might
? ‘nous units in different provinces, and that made choose to give the Centre. Muslim majority and the Muslim League was a glorious event in the  have been had the and
e navert natural. He did not, however, discuss it mmm%mm of the freedom movement in India. It meant  ed India preserved. but with a weaker Centre, we
*  with other leaders in the Congress, because he says on issues that affected as a whole.  that the difficult question of Indian freedom had  will never know.
uwhummmwm Both a unitary state and a two-state solution would  been settled by negotiation and agreement and not
fail. he warmned, the latter because too n:g methods of violence and conflict. It also seemed The writer is the chair of Amnesty International
Hemhmmﬂinnmsmndﬂ April 6, Muslims would remain in a divided India, the had been finally left Twitter: @aakar_patel
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

FISCAL PRUDENCE: ODISHA
AND OTHER STATES CAN
LEARN FROM EACH OTHER

HOUGH Niti Aayog's Fiscal Health Index (FHI) paints
a worrying picture for many states, it only has praise
for Odisha. The state, which topped the chart on five
indices, has its fiscal responsibility and budget man-
agement (FRBM) vitals on target. The report assessed

indi com@®
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OR some time now, India’s east-

ern front has drawn the major

part of the country’s strategic

focus, especially after the dra-

matic meltdown in Bangladesh

on and after August 5, 2024, Yet,

a lot has been happening on In-

dia’s immediate west too—in Pakistan

and that merits ion,

especially because, with several inter-

linked issues, there is hardly any clear

geographical divide in India's strategic
interests on either side.

A convergence of four challenges has

! strained Pakistan’ i

situation: the continuing internal political

instability, severe economic challenges

that constrain effective governance in-

cluding national security, deteriorating

security condition involving militant ac-

tivities, particularly by the Tehreek-e-Tal-

lhan mnn ﬂ‘l‘P) and the fraying rela-

18 states on the quality of revenue mobil

tion, fiscal prudence, debt index and sustainability in 202223,
llﬁoundodishu squality of spending judicious as its revenue
fal sectors like health and edi ion grew
at 33.8 percent during 2020-22, faster than in other major
states, Capital expenditure on education, sports, arts and
culture also grew, as did ding on urban
The FHI pointed out that Odisha's prudence reduced its
fiscal deficit to 2 percent of the gross state development
product in 2022.23. The state's external borrowings have also
been low compared to many others’. Hence, the ratio of out-
standing labilities to GSDP has been well within the FRBM
target. Much of this financial discipline was achieved dur-
ing the previous BJD regime, which had taken over in 2000,
when the state’s finances were in dire straits and a vicious

Pakistan's western border security and
diminishes its influence in Kabul.
Pakistan has faced considerable politi-
cal turmoil, particularly following the
ouster of former PM Imran Khan in
April 222, which deepened polarisation
within the country. The nature of Paki-
stan’s pulitits borders on a virtual war
between parties, with the army playing
thekmgmket anmld-mmdam we
‘have wi an
to exclude the most popular personalurv
in the Pakistan political soene despite the
democratic support he obtained.
Imran was equally at fault in trigger-
mg fractious radical politics, which also

super cyclone had ravaged the That explains the
focus on welfarism, which the party took to higher levels
during subsequent elections—a trend many other states are
following now. Whereas earnings from mining gave Odisha
the liberty to splurge on handouts, most others do not have
such a steady and substantive stream of revenue.

Odisha's focus with the new BJP gov-
ernment. While it is mandated to push the pace of develop-
ment through industrialisation, employment generation and
spend on infrastructure, it has unfuried 16 new welfare pro-
grammes. The Subhadra Yojana alone needed a budgetary
allocation of 710,000 crore for 2024-25. The state's main revenue
source isa boon as well as a bane, as 90 percent of the nontax
revenue and 45 percent of own revenue receipts come from
mining. Revenue from the sector crossed 246,000 crore in 2023-
24, mainly because of the high premiums paid at auctions.
Such a dependence on one sector is a cause of concern as ex-
penditure zooms, So, while other states can learn prudence
from Odisha, the eastern state will do well to take note of the
trouble others are facing in funding their populist schemes.
Each side will be better off’ learning from the other.

SINNER TAKES CHARGE,
KEYS KEEPS OLD PROMISE

Grand Slam final is not usually this one-sided. The

blue-floored Rod Laver arena in Melbourne promised

a pulsating clash—the No 1 versus the No 2. But on

court, the difference of class belied the close ranking.

Jannik Sinner hard.ly played a wrong shot the whole
night. His Zverev aptly d things
up: “(Sinner] does everything better than me.” Hence the top
seed defended his Slam without a flutter:

The nature of the Italian’s triumph over the German
strengthened the belief that Sinner is now the men's game's
pre-eminent force. During his thrilling takedown of Carlos
Alcaraz in their quarterfinal, Novak Djokovic showed he

involved the army To keep him
out of reckoning for leadership, he was
sentenced to 14 years in prison on corrup-
uuncharysahmunhhtswﬂ'e Bushra
Bibi, wh

Imran's Pnldsmn Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT), which has announced plans to ap-
peal the verdict, is also being targeted by
the army and the coalition in power to
make it politically irrelevant.

However, such alignments are usually
short-lived in Pakistan; this may not be
the last that we are hearing of Imran and
the PTY, although the reconciliatory talks
the PTI had entered into are now on hold.

Politics has divided the army, too, and
deeply affected the scope of governance,
These actions have drawn tnucum from
the internati

L

There is no separation between my fate and the
collective fate. 1 am part of the many who have
faced the changing realities in Afghanistan

Shamsia
Hassani

Pakistan's western border is being disputed by the Afghan
Taliban, which has reached out to India. This loss of strategic
depth makes our neighbour vulnerable to manipulation

AS IT LOOKS EAST,
PAK FACES TROUBLE
ON WESTERN FRONT

| TS
I
LT GEN SYED ATA
HASNAIN (RETD)

proved a $20-billion, 10-year programme
to support Pakistan's reforms in renew-
able energy, education and social sectors,
The initiative complements the $7-billion
facility secured from the IMF in Septem-
ber 2024, which focuses on economic sta-
bilisation and structural reforms. The

Q.

Foomer Commande, Srinagas-ased 15 Cons;
(hangeiot

stan. This has strained Pakistan’s rela-
tions with Afghanistan and poses con-
tinuing security challenges.

When the Afghan Taliban returned to
power in August 2021 Pakman s ISI
‘wrung its hands ing itas
an achievement of all um it aspu'ed to.
The long-sought ‘strategic depth’ appeared
close with a friendly regime in Kabul.

The Afghan territory in which militant
groups such as the TTP took refuge was
now conceived as ‘no-go' for anti-Pakistan
elements. Most importantly, the necessity
of having two large military formations—
the 11 and 12 Corps, in reserve for contin-
gencies on the western border—would
now be diluted, adding to Pakistan’s avail-
able conventional reserve forces against
India. At this stage, the latter was deeply

SOURNY 3%

nese sponsors. The vulnerability could
have been partially prevented had Paki-
stan’s economy been in a better shape.

In response to a surge in militant at-
tacks and sectarian tensions, Pakistani
security foroes initiated a major opera-
tion recently in the Kurram district of

is g

some i with lower i i
but glvvn.h is still quite restricted. The
country’s forex reserves are at about $16
billion, compared to India’s $620 billion.
So, the ic capability gap between

the US, over concerns about judicial in-
dependence and due process. As a great-
er irritant, Pakistan's recent socml me-
dia bill has r !he of

Pakistan and India has expanded expo-
nentially, making Pakistan that much
more vulnerable to external manipula-

expression in a marked wa;
Meanwhile, the World Bank has ap-

quite evident from the
hnm:l it is now attempting to play in Bang-
ladesh, allegedly at the behest of its Chi-

Khyber F The district has
been isolated since last November due to
road blockages from clashes between
Shiite and Sunni tribes. This adds to the
difficulty of effective governance, espe-
cially when internal security challenges
are characterised by militant activity,
sectarian strife, legislative changes and
political instability.

The TTF, garnering an advantage, has
intensified attacks on the security forces,
particularly from its bases in Afghani-

NEED TO SHIFT GEARS AFTER
A DECADE OF BETI BACHAO

HERE'S a saying in Haryana,
“Beti nahi bachaaoge, toh bahu
kahaan se laaoge (If you don't
save daughters, from nhm vull

you bring n
Although it's inappropriate to
assume all daughters are brides-
in-waiting, this remains a powerful slogan
that continues to raise awareness against
the ser\nu.i neganw uences of sex-
bortions ina state that has been

still has the hunger, but his body has started inc: i
rebelling against his will. Time, after all, is no friend of mor-
tals. This could well be the Serb’s last season on the top-level
tour: Meanwhile, 23-year-old Sinner, who has now won his
last three hard-court majors, has stolen a march over Al-
caraz in this new era’s top rivalry The Spaniard is younger
and has won more Slams, but the Italian seems locked in for
success now But then, even while heading to Melbourne,
Sinner knew his bigger battle would be at the Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport in April, when the World Anti-Doping
Agency's appeal on a doping charge will be heard. If the
appeal fails, Sinner may be the top seed in Paris, where Al-
caraz is the defending champion.

If the men's result was predictable, the women's was

hat surprising. Keys, a popular player who

had last reached a Slam final at the US Open in 2017, finally
fulfilled a long-proclaimed prophecy when she bested Aryna
Sabalenka in the women's singles final. Keys was marked
for greatness as soon as she won her maiden Women's Ten-
nis Association tour match when she was only 15. Since
then, though, the wins have not been as regular. There have
been deep tournament runs, but the one big Slam title con-
tinued to elude her Not anymore. Hopefully, the world will
get to see more of Keys in the future. As with men’s tennis,
the era’s top order in the women's game |s also coming into
sharper focus. Another age of great rivalries is upon us.

RUMBLE IN ALJUNGLE

WO concerns about artificial intelligence are getting
flagged around the world more than others—cost and
safety DeepSeek, a Chinese startup’s open-source models,
recently shook up the industry by showing the costs need not
be so high. Stocks of US and Japanese tech glants crashed as
DeepSeek-V3 overtook ChatGPT as the most downloaded Al
app. At such a disruptive moment, Narendra Modi is set to
co-chair a two-day Al Action Summit in Paris lneariy Febru-

ary While di: latory issues over the other major
concern—safety—| hupe the global leaders will also look at

making Al tools avallable for everyone at a reasonable cost.
Equality among nations and individuals will depend on it.

e S

facing a ‘daughter deficit’ for decades.

Despite decreasing poverty, increasing
education and improvements in girls'
health, child sex ratios, especially the sex
ratio at birth (SRB), continue to be low in
India. It profoundly reflects the paradox
of gender development in the country. To
address this problem, on January 22, 2015,
the central government launched the Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) campaign,
which is now marking its tenth year This
milestone offers an opportunity to reflect
on the progress achieved and ask what the
way forward should be.

BBBP was launched to combat declin-
ing child sex ratios by improving surviv-
al, protection, and education of the girl
child. Since independence, governments
at the national and state levels have intro-
duced several such programmes to aug-
ment women's empowerment. While
there have been signs of progress, the
targets are still far from being met.

BBBP was launched with the dual ob-
jectives of curbing gender-biased sex se-
lection and improving girls’ status, espe-
cially to raise the age of marriage and
education level. The programme has
been lauded for raising awareness about
protecting and educating daughters.
However, the progress towards gender

t and equity has been a blend
of triumphs and trials.

States like Haryana, once infamous for
skewed sex ratios, have shown noticeable
improvement. According to recent state re-
ports, Haryana's SRB rose from 876 girls
per 1,000 boys in 2015 to 916 in 2023. The
progress can be attributed to awareness
mmpmgns. strict mfumammt of the Pre-

Tech-

nigues Act 196, and ﬁnnnmal incentives
like Ladli and Aapki Beti Hamari Beti
ﬁbur_Dmghta‘ is Our Duug_htz_r) scheme,

Assodate Profesa, ntemationat \
Institute for Population Saences

known for low SRBs. Delhi, surrounded by
hese th i ience

a decline in the SRB. The count has also
declined in 10 states, and most of are in the
south and east of the country, regions tra-
ditionally known for better sex ratios.
Among gender development indica-
tors counted in successive rounds of the
National Family Health Survey (1992 to
2021), significant progress has been made

8k < - 3 5

Though the sex ratio at birth has
improved in a few northem states, it
has moved in the opposite direction
in some eastern and southern
states. We must improve women's
employment rate and push for pay
parity to make campaigns like Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao more effective

M

PANKAJ KUMAR PATEL
PHD student. latemational nditute
for Pogulation Scences

ployment opportunities, wages and fi-
nancial autonomy. The female labour
force participation rate remains dismal-
ly low: This inability to raise women’s
employment rate and wage has become
a serious concern for a growing number
of economists. It's reflected in the recent
Global Gender Gap report for 2024, which
showed that women in India, on an aver-
age, earned only ¥39.8 for every ¥100
earned by men, ranking 127th worldwide
on gender pay parity

While awareness campai have been
crucial in spotlighting disparities, they
must be complemented by systemic re-
forms addressing the patriarchal roots of
gender discrimination to sustain and am-
plify their impact. SRBs are more skewed
!owmds males | AmMONg upper castes and

groups, thus
thst incentives promised under Ladli and
Aapki Beti Hamari Beti schemes have
minimal influence on these groups.

So the policy needs to reach them in a
different manner. It's time to work to-
wards eliminating age-old notions such as
‘bringing up a dnughler is like watering
the neighbour’ of the most
effective \u)s to change this mindset
would be to reduce gaps in wages
and financial sutonomy BEBP must pro-
mote the positive standpoint that daugh-
lersareyun&mmbleasﬂwn'm!eub

hed with i ning its own
order of battle, with formations being reo-
riented in operational roles from the west
to the north to meet the threat in Ladakh.
However, none of Pakistan's aspirations
seem to have been met. Instead, we have
witnessed an lmpmving India-Afghani-
stan relationship in recent months. The
Afghan Taliban views its evolving rela-
tionship with India asa strategic opportu-
nity to enhance Afghanistan’s economic

and
The Taliban has identified India as a "sig-
nificant regional and economic partner”.

There are avenues through which the
new Afghanistan has expressed its con-
cerns against Pakistan. The TTP has
been given sanctuaries in Afghan terri-
tory, thus allowing it to carry out trans-
border raids in Pakistan. The established
border between the two countries along
the Durand Line is being virtually dere-
cognised. It reflects Afghanistan’s broad-
er historical and ethnic considerations,
as the border divides the significant Pa-
shtun and Baloch popu!atmns between
the twonath
where Taliban forces have m(znened to
halt Pakistan’s border fencing work,
viewing it as a unilateral action that dis-
regards Afghan territorial claims,

What some may disagree with is that the
Afghan Taliban also does not wish to play
second fiddle to Pakistan in the politics of
Islam. It has its own aspirations for the
control of the Afghan-Pak territories un-
der its ideological regime rather than any
ISI-backed dispensation. Ironically, while
Pakistan is failing to cultivate its strategic
depth on the west, it is seeking links with
its erstwhile and estranged eastern wing
that has been an independent and progres-
sive nation for the last 54 years.

(Views are personal)
(atahasnainigmail com)
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Counterterror efforts

Ref: 26/71 co-conspirator’s extradition to unpeel
role of Pak deep state (Jan 27). Tahawwur
Rana's extradition marks a key development in
Indo-US countertesrorism cooperation. it isa
step closer to justice for the mastyrs.

Aditya Kamble, Kalaburagi

Propping rupee
Ref: Focws an growth to deal with the rupee
dilemma Jan 27). The R8I should stop
interfering in the foreign exchange market
in its bid to stop the rupee slipping against
the US dollar. The depreciation is a result of
aggregate demand and growth. The hope is
that India's exports will be more competitive
;im the rupee's fall.

Ramakrishnasayee,

Congress blinkered

Ref: Vaive the republic, cherish freedom won
at acost {Jan 27). The Congress is a party that
is the mother of everything the awthor tried
to highlight in his article. When the Congress
is out of power, they seem to realise all the
loopholes in the system.
Rajaram Bhat, Mysury

Bullying Trump

Ref: Trump wants to clean up Gaza, asks Egypt,
Jordan to heip with refugees {Jan 27). US
President Donald Trumg is acting oo big for

his shoes. The day may not be far off when
Islamic groups retaliate agaimst US interests,
like in the past. Trump should think twice before
Issuing such sweeping directions to independent
nations, that teo ones that are not its allies.
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Indonesian friendship

Ref: Emotions, nostalgia and book-lover

president Prabowo Sublanto {fan 27). The

recent visit of Indonesian President Prabowo

Swbianto as the chief guest for India’s Republic

Day celebrations showrased the endering

bond between the two nations. Strategic
indefence, health

innarrowing the gaps i and
health outcomes between genders, and
this has pushed the age at marriage up-

wards. NFHS data also suggests that the
child survival outcome for girls is now
better than boys’, although young girls
have not yet achieved their full biological
advantage in child survival. Literacy
rates among young women are nearly at
par with those of young men, and more
girls are delaying marriage as a result of
increasing educational opportunities
and rising aspiration for decent jobs.

BBBP

, the trend in education and

y post
However, BBBP’s effect on improving
the SRB is not observed in states other
than Haryana, Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh, which have been traditionally

health has failed to contribute meaning-
fully to more autonomy and agency for
women. The picture is particularly de-
spairing when it comes to parity in em-

Editor:

lings in pr ng social and

security for parents in their older ages.
ed cultural attitudes often un-
dermine the implementation of women’s
'ment policies—such as women's
right to property—necessitating commu-
nity engagement led by local leaders and
influencers to challenge and transform

unequal norms rooted in patriarchy

The BBBP scheme has undoubtedly
been a step in the right direction, but it
demands more nuanced efforts beyond
h incen-

tives. Bun;auung for gender equity wi'.h
in the premise of

not help the cause. Slowly hutsteadn). we
need to change the mindset.

security further strengthened ties, while
Indonesia’s gratitude for India’s support in
BRICS emphasised mutual respect.

Pathbreaking doctor

Ref: Or Cherian, who performed India’s first
tbypass surgery, dies im 8'Turw {Jan 27). With
the passing away of Or X M Cherian, India lost
a distinguished doctor. He cut a dash in his
performance of India’s first bypass surgery.
He also did India’s first heart-lung transplant
and first pediatric heart transplant, which
added further glory to his incredible surgical
operation at a time when there was no special
s.ulr_’kll equipment.

(Views are pe
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Time for parity
Budget should revisit taxation of fixed income assets

t may seem strange that the Association of

Mutual Funds of India (AMFT) should come up

with along Budget wish-list for this year after
the Centre's proposals to simplify and standardise
the tax regime for investments in the July 2024
Budget. But the AMFI wish-list shows that the
‘simplified’ tax regime has dealt an unfair hand to
those favouring fixed income instruments. For debt
fund investors, changes in the last two Budgets have
resulted in both capital gains and interest income
getting taxed at their default income tax slab rate.

Aretrospective element to taxation was
also introduced last year, where indexation
benefits on capital gains from debt fund
investments made before April 1,2023
were removed, subjecting all returns from
legacy investments to tax at the slab rate.
As AMFI has pointed out, debt fund
investors typically make returns of about 7
per cent a year. Taxing these returns at the
slab rate results in a negative real return to
investors. Besides debt-oriented mutual
funds, all fixed income investors —
whether they opt for bank deposits,
corporate fixed deposits, small savings
schemes, corporate bonds or government
bonds — are in the same boat. This is
leading to several distortions.

For one, the unfavourable tax treatment
of returns on debt instruments versus
equity capital gains has skewed retail asset
allocation towards the risky stock market,
while savings in safer debt instruments are
declining. The share of debt fund assets in
the mutual fund industry has shrunk from
32 per cent to 27 per cent between
December 2022 and December 2024, while
equity funds have seen their share increase
from 58 to 61 per cent. Asset allocation
decisions should ideally be based on the
individual risk appetite of investors — but
taxation now seems to be influencing this
choice. Two, fixed income investments
such as deposits and small savings schemes
are bread-and-butter investments for
majority of households. Therefore,
negative real returns on these instruments
take away the raison d'etre for saving itself.
Itis not surprising that households’ savings
in financial assets have been flat-lining in
recent years, even as they are rising in gold
and real estate assets. Three, punitive
taxation on fixed income instruments hits
vulnerable sections of population - be it the
young earner parking money in recurring
deposits or the retiree subsisting on passive
income. Finally, healthy household deposit
flows are critical to our infrastructure
building ambitions. These cannot take wing
without retail participation in deposits,
bonds and debt mutual funds.

The Centre must initiate corrective steps
to lighten the tax burden on fixed income
instruments. [t must move toa flat rate for
fixed income instruments that allows fora
positive real return, Debt avenues favoured
by vulnerable sections such as post office
schemes and senior citizen deposits, must
be exempted from tax.

OTHER VOICES.

GuGlian

Global Al race: geopolitics, innovation and the rise of chaos
Eight years ago, Viadimir Putin proclaimed that mastering artificial intelligence
(Al) would make a nation the "ruler of the warld”. Western tech sanctions
after Russia's invasion of Ukraine should have dashed his ambitions to lead in
Alby 2030, But that might be too hasty a judgment. Last week, the Chinese lab
DeepSeek unveiled R1, an Al that analysts say rivals OpenAl's top reasoning
moded, o1, Ast hingly, it matches ol's while using a fraction of
the computing power - and at a tenth of the cost. Predictably, cne of Mr
Putin's first moves in 2025 was to align with China on Al development. R1's
launch seems no concidence, coming just as Donald Trump backed OpenAl's
$500bn Stargate plan to oLtpace its peers. OpenAl has singled out DeepSeek's
parent, High Flyer Capital, as a potential threat. But at least three Chinese labs
claim to rival of surpass OpenAl's achievements, Lawow s

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Trump’s Lumber Tariffs and Disaster

President Trump on Friday promised to help North Caralin snd Califorria
rebuild faster, One way to do it would be to drop his theeat to impose 25%
tariffs on Mexico and Canada that would make disaster recovery slower and
meore expensive, The President reiterated his tariff threat in video remarks to
the World Ecanomic Farum on Thursday. "We don't need [Canada) to make
our cars, We make a lot of them, We don't need their lumber because we have
our own forests,” he said “We don't need their cil and gas, we have more than
anybody"” Me, Trump is wrong on all three, but wel focus on lumber. The US.
doesn produce encugh lumber to meet domestic demand and thus imports
abaut a third of the softwoad used in home construction, mostly from
Canada. Enviranmental policies restrict logging on public land in the American
MNaorthwest, Timber production has shifted to private kand in the Southeast, but
those forests must be managed so they aren’t overlogged. wew o s 3

“Drill, Baby, Drill", on January
20 Donald Trump, after taking
office as the American
President for the second time,
declared Narional Energy Emergency.
‘The objective of Executive Order s to
ensure US’ energy security, which
‘Trump claims are currently not being

met.

“We need a reliable, diversified, and
affordable supply of energy to drive our
Nation’s manufacturing, tnnspunanon.

icul and defense ind
to sustain the basics of modern life and
military preparedness. Caused by the
harmful and shortsighted policies of the
previous administration, our Nation's
inadequate energy supply and
infrastructure causes and makes worse
the high energy prices that devastate
Americans, particularly those living on
low- and fixed-incomes,” it read.

“An affordable and reliable domestic
supply of energy is a fundamental
requirement for the national and
economic security of any nation,” it sald.
This was whar even India has been
working mwards, but vn'th h’mlted

For lndh,‘l‘mmp 's Executive ()rder
hasits positives and downsides. The
positive side it will drive new

inoiland g;

sector and oil prices will moderate. Also
the removal of pause on LNG export will
impact the dynamics of gas market. The
worrisome part is the further
strengthening of dollar, as oll trade is
edominantly dollar denominated.

With the Union Budget around the
corner, it would be interesting to see its

on the average oll price. Accordi
Pef dustry, m“r:semlv l;\ew Delhi wﬂll.ge
comfion mhlcvmhnnavcngeo{s
barrel. Ifit falls further, then it wuuld be
Trump's gift to consumers like India.
However, the government will need to
be flexible enough to protect itself from
spike in prices. As on January 24, the
Indian crude ofl basket (price on which
the Indian refiners source their crude)
stood at is $81.18 a bbl. In December
Zgﬁ the Indian basket averaged $73.34
a

But will Trump’s moves see the
revival of shale industry?

Accordingto Ehsan (l-Hag, an
Independent Energy Analyst, “I don't
d‘me{e“ will dnne;gvmunc.):y US shale oil
production is only rising in the Permian
region, as other plays are now mature.
However, there will be some increase in
the Gulf of Mexico.”

“You can emphasise ‘drill, baby, drill’
slogan but oil companies in the US are
now interested in capital discipline. An
increase of 300,000 to 400,000 bpd is
possible this year but a slogan alone does
not help boost production,” he said
adding that President Trump wants to

f—
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Increased oil supplies will moderate prices. But renewable
energy will now have to compete with fossil fuel industry h

bring down prices but if he imposes 25
per cent tariff on Canadian and Mexican
oil, this becomes impossible.

“Similarly, more sanctions against
Iran and Venezuela mean higher prices.
This could reduce supplies, but we still
don't know, how effective his sanctions
against Tehran and Caracas will be. |
don't think President Trump wants to

increase in supply. The declaration
allnws for expedited appmvnll of energy

TTY IS

with imports playing a pivotal role in
m«(ln§ the country’s rising energy

lines and nts, aimed at
gooalng pm:::l::d distribution
“Mzzbnnlly, the removal of a pause

onliquefied natural gas (LNG) export
reviewsis e ed to enhance the US's

cted to ex|

The market is p
Ato $27.3

from $8.9 billion in
billion by 203 !(l ata CAGRof
132 per cent. “The United States has
emerged as akey player in India’s LNG
imports.”

hinder projects within the US. Bu( role in global e nergy markets by JAIL has secured approval to import
sanctions against lran and i ing ports. ‘However, 3.5 million tonne of LNG annually from
could limit supplies and indirect) :.wu this emphasis on fossil fuel y divert the US for 20 years. In June 2024, the US
crude oil prices. But thisalso depends on i d from d Qatar as India's largest LNG
the effectiveness of sanctions.” ble energy su‘pphev. deliveringa record 851,000

On any further sanctions on Russia, slawlng progrmlndmnenergy tonne in lZurgoes. Moreover, India was
“It could force Indian refiners to look for " he said. the forthe USLNG
alternatives from the Middle East inthe While the declared goal of these wgoes in May 2024, receiving 45.3 Bef

next few months, as Gulf crudes are
similar to Russian oil. Inthe medium to

long run, Russian and Indian refiners
could find ways to import despite
sanctions as in the past. In the short run,
it means higher costs and lower refinery
margins. This comes at a time when
global demand is not strong.”

Umud Shokri, Energy Strategist and
senior visiting fellow at George Mason
University is of the view that Trump’s
National Energy Emergency is set to
nlgx\lbcmllv reshape the US ene:

market. “A key objective is to accelerate
domestic oil and gas production,
potentially leading to a substantial

Trump’s energy policy
is seen as a positive for
an import-dependent
country like India.

But companies in the
sector need to be nimble
enough to leverage it

policies is to reduce energy costs for
American consumers, the actual impact
onenergy prices could be complex,
Shokri pointed out.

“1 d fossil fuel production may

of LNG.

“While India’s LNG imports are
sensitive to global prices, the country’s
strategic diversification and long-term

lead to market oversupply, which could
temporarily lower prices... However,
such overs y could also result in
price volatility, complicating long-term
market su.hill!\' of hc sald.

position it to leverage the
Us supplies and address its growi
energy needs. Despite challenges,
Indian LNG market is mwmnve
driven by infrastructure expansion,

ffossil  contrib from US suppliers,”he
fuels and the ral.lhnck of climate-focused  added.
regulations might undcrmlne the For India’s energy space — fossil fuel
long-term bl inp — Trump's return seems to
energy industries. While the lines bea positive. Butalotwill de ndonrhe
mﬁmmuﬂ\' benefit o g ad; bythe = in
Pmduf«s in the fossil fuel sector, mey mu busmm and how India turns it into
m.hertmrg\'sukeholdeu."he udded. Almad\ lupnrvbtlngulwnm

‘Trump's energy policies will have stres n the upstream sector of the
mixed lmpllmnam for ofl prices, shaped  oiland gas mdum'y, while giving
by ic and global ish. Now, there are
factors, hurdles— mou)y political in nature —
deterring a smooth ride as RE will have

LNG BOOST 10 be compete with fossil fuels to decide

According to Shokri, India’s LNG
market is poised for significant growth,

investment directions for the
corporates.

Will the Budget resurrect

Rationalisation of direct taxes and relief to the salaried class must be the Finance Minister’s top priority

—
Amarendu Nandy

s India's growth engine slows,

with GDP growth projected to

decelerate to a four-year low of
6.4 per cent in FY25 from 8.2 per cent in
FY24, the upcoming Union Budget will
be acritical policy lever for reigniting
growth momentum.

NSO's first advance estimates reveal
some concerning trends —
manufacturi }mwr.h slowing from 9.9
per cent in FY24 to 5.3 per cent in FY25;

k with

rationalise direct taxes. Despite
reductions in corporate tax rates, SMEs
and mid-sized firms face high effective
rates that limit their go
competitiveness. Rationalising tax rates
for such firms, and adjusting skabs for
inflation could spur reinvestment and
sion,

Also, for the crucial €15-50 lakh
income segment, which forms the
backbone of urban consumption,
targeted relief — such as increasing the
standard deduction limit; extending the
HRA «:xempuon limitto Tier 2 cities,

gross fixed capital formationata
six-quarter low of 5.9 per cent in Q2
FY25; and tepid urban and rural
consumption. Meanwhile, global
headwinds, including subdued trade and
geopolitical uncertainties, continue to

ir as major
economic hubs with rlslng Il\'lng COStS;
and removing the €2 lakh cap on
offsetting house losses ay
other inc"‘;:mc mu retal
spending and loan growth,

Such steps could reinvigorate private

strain India's export p ial

Sothe Finance Minister faces a
complex fiscal challenge. With nominal
GDP growth exrecmdwrnchcnw() .7
per cent in FY25, below the FY25 W
target of 10.5 per cent, man:
fhcadﬂ deficit “gﬁr requirea cm
balancing act. The FY25 deficit target of
4.9 per cent of GDP may reach §
cent, mahng itcrucial to maintain the

lide path without compromising

gmwgt -enabling expenditure.

TAX RATIONALISATION
Insuchacontext, the FM's first
imperative will be to review and

and revive
demand, which are linchpins for GDP
growth,

Second, capital expenditure deserves
helghtened focus, too. With the Centre
likely missing its FY25 target of €11.11
lakh crore by 60,000 crore, and a 14.7
per cent decline in government capital

expenditure during April-October 2024,
lhe Budget must take steps to reverse
the twin slowdown in public and private
investment.

This should include e?u\di the
National Infrastructure Ipeli:\\g with
time-bound execution targets;

duci offi infi

BUDGET. Tough options »r

bonds to crowd-in retail investment; and
Ilichi lized credi

economic dynamisms

in software and IT services (56.2 per
cent) and Other Business Scmces (332
%r cent), with the US alone absorbing
pet unt of IT exports.
should address such
vulnwabili(lel by strengthening forex

hedglng t‘mh(lu. pmvldmg tax

into untapped segmcnu like mmpn?l
and financial services, and helg:e
Indian firms capture more of "§m
trillion global Other Business Services
market through targeted skilling
initiatives and export-promotion
schemes.

. Fourth, the Budget must

sulmanml increase
hy for infr financi th b‘“ﬁ‘b which
companies. lew Seﬂlon 80C limits can drl\'e bm:hhrwghl crop
for
products and d food security.
depreciation re es for new capital Fi imllv, the et must address the
. eglm :..,.uh, 8 w be:weengmwdm\d
Third, India’s external !
wesknesses warrant interventions, Labour- mtenslvt industries like
icularlyas textiles, tourism, and
asa potentlal stabilising forceamid footwear need targeted support to
currency and reserve pressures. While create jobs and boost export revenues.
the Rupee's slide to nearly t87 against Also, with ferale workforce
the US Dollar and $70 bilfion erosion in participation critically low,
forex services d it ks, such as
vailing e g the y.are
oppormmt) (‘.rawmg ataCAGRof10.5  imperative.

per cent, services exports are projected
toreach $618 billion by 2030, marginally

g

¥ merchandise exports.

The writer & Assistane Professor (Econamics), IM
Ranch
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US President Danald Trump's threats
of import tariff hikes, visa
crackdowrs, and other

and a put leash on food and fertilizer
subsidies and direct funds towards
less market-dszarting ncome

pur demand

F10t0 15 per cent
more for the same items bought
last (Brakes of the boom, January
26). The MAP of food items k The onus |

Kasturi

of money towards sheling out
proportiorate dearness allowance
to the government employees.

B59-860, Anna Sala, Oy

with nflation and nat cutting rates.
At the other end of the spectrum, we
see that the government is ready to

ta locsen &3 purse strings on the

immigration-refated actions; capital  supporttransfers and infrastructure.  changing hitting the cammn folk arrestth down the exp

outfiows from astrong dollar; and [ Despite bourtiful harvests, prices inflation level. Setting up af the Eighth Central Pay
rising treasury yields, which hasten re— of agri commodities keep shoating RV Baskaran Cammission and implementing its

the depreciation of the rupee, are up. A poor cansumer triesto Channs recommendations will undoubtedly
causes for concern. Pinching the pocket scrimp on his spending temporarily increase the money supply and push
Aweaker rupee nat only preverts Prices of rice, wheat, cereals and to manage the situation but not for Pay panel quandary uppricestoa

RElfrom cutting ratesbutalsofrom  edible oil have been spiraling in the long, ifuly agree withyou observationsin  Also salary hikes are offset by igher
injecting iquidity due toiits last couple of months Retailinflatin impacts Consumer the Editarial Q aionale’  tawes sothey

inflationary implications Everytime ane vises leading (January 27), S Ramakris!

Inthis backdrop the Budgetneedsto  shops, ane has to shell out a effect onthe exchequer incutfiow Onthe one hand, the RBlisobsessed  Chanas
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Improving health security

Strong India-US ties in pharma can lead the way

—
Sudarshan Jain
Archana Jatkar

ith the Trump 2.0
administration at the
helm, the US has
reinforced its ‘America-First
approach, prioritising the
protection of American interests
in critical sectors Including
healtheare and pharmaceuticals,
This renewed focus stems from
the hard lessons of the Covid-19
ndemic, which exposed glark
mlnwuhllllcl in gh!;ul guring
{:hmnxrumul supply chains,
obust domestic health security
I8 now a strategic necessity for
most countries including the US,
Under this policy, India
emerges as o key ally, With its
unmatched manufacturing

-\

SUPPLY CHAIN, India has been a
major supplier of generlcs

Build resilient supply chalns:
Establish diversified production
hubs for APIs and essential drug
components for consistent supply
of medicines,

Invest In jolnt research:
Co-develop pharmaceutical

id

JANAK RAJ

e Unlon Budget for 2025-26,
which will be presented on
February 1, has assumed

added -A&l nificance due to the
macroeconomic challenges facing the
economy. Private consumption, which
hax all along been the mainstay of
apgregate demand, has slowed down
significantly. Q3:2024-25 financial
results declared by about 500 listed
companies wo far hwr hwn Iamrly

L
consumer uu(nh thus mnnmung the
trend of the previous quarter. This Iv
indeed worrying, Akey challenge for the
Budget Is to strike a fine balance
between stimulating the economy and
pursuing fiscal consolldation

The Finance Minlster has done well
o pursue fiscal consolidation

global health threats,

capacity, reliability, and
alignment with US economic and
security goals, India is uniquely
positioned to partner with the US
inaddressing global health
challenges while safeguarding
American citizens.

VALUE PROPOSITION

India’s $58 billion pharmaceutical
industry Is more than an
economic asset — it's a global
Iifeline. Suj ing 20 per cent of
the world" 'p ::Errl\‘t nuITiktmn and
nearly 50 per cent of those
consumed in the US, India has
demonstrated consistent
rellability. Over the last decade,
Indian generics have saved the US
healtheare system $1,3 teillion,
highlighting the affordability and
accessibility this partnership
brings to American citizens,

Yet, India's role goes beyond
cost-saving, It's Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme Is
a game-changer, designed to
reduce rellance on single-source
suppliers for Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(APIs) and Key Starting Materlals
(KSMs), a crucial element inthe
pharma supply chain, By

Secure
Foster job creation and economic
stability in both nations through
Jointinvestments in
pharmaceutical infrastructure

For the US and India, this
collaboration goes beyond
rﬂmdlng affordable medicines —

it's about securing economic and
strategic futures, Diversifying
pharmaceutical supply chains
with India, reduces risks of
shortages caused by crises, trade
wars, or geopolitical tenslons,
India’s pharmaceutical exports
are et to reach $65 billion by
2030, reinforcing its role in global
health security.

The global pharmaceutical
mnulurhpvn)«wdm FOW to
$1.7 willion by 2027, with India

ksed to play a pivotal role.

030, Ind& {] phf‘nnmcumnry
exports are expected to reach $65
billion, strengthening its position
as a global health security leader.

India's PLI scheme supports
US goals by increasing domestic
production of AP1s and KSMs,
reducing reliance on
single-source suppliers and
enhancing supply chain security.

Joint investments in

ndduuxln“ uupply uhun Infrastructure and nu—-r\h create
ingthe  high-value jobs
iwelfas & Vi \in the US, India's

ac rllM,lll all) in hulm'rlng global
health security.

‘The US-India partnership
offers a compelling solution,
combining India’s manufacturing
strength with the US's
technological and financial
resources to build resilient supply
chalny, Successful US-India
collaborations in defence and
energy provide a strong model for
their pharmaceutical partnership,

Health security is no Jonger just
a public health lssue — it'sa
strategle imperative. There are
three ways in which India and the

pharmaceutical industry is
projected togrow at 11-12 per
cent CAGR, reaching $120billion
by 2030. The PLI scheme is likely
to reduce India’s API/KSM import
dependence by 29 per cent in
value and 43 per cent in volume by
2025, This partnership offers
substantial economic and
strategle advantages, reinforcing
the US-India alliance as a
cornerstone of gobal health
wecuriey.

Jan s Secratary Ganeral, and Jatkar s
Associate Secretary General, Indlan

lentlessly in the last four years.
However, given the elevated debt-GDP
ratloat 55.5 per cent (Budget Extimates
- BE) and huge interest payments
Mmh pre-empt 37.2 per cent of the
government’s revenue recelpts, there
cannot be any let up In fiscal
consolidation, The first advance
en of nominal GDP growth of 9.7
percent as n‘mlnu 10.5 per cent
uxumull the BE, could have possibly
made It difficult to achleve the eted
gross fiscal deficit of 4.9 per cent «f
Gor,
Howvv:-r.lh overall government

think . bI 5

Budget needstobe a
growth-booster

CATALYSTS. Stepping up capex, enhancing tax benefits for middle class and home loans
and pursuing disinvestment vigorously should provide the required stimulus

much larger (more than 3.25) than the
revenue expenditure of less than one,
Le,, 0.45, This means that while one
rupee of capital vxpcndu ure by the
Central g put by

significantly eroded by inflation.
It Iy, therefore, important to provide

debt-GDP ratio does not rise. First, the
government needs to pursue

significant relief 1o the mlddlnlm in disinvestment vigorously.
personal Income tax. ¥ y targets announced year
since the of after year inthe recent period have not

€3.25, one rupee of revenue expenditure

(uptoN ber) was 56,9
pﬂ cent of BE compared with S8.9 per
cent during the same perlod of last year,
It, therefore, seems that the
government may not be able to spend
the budgeted amount, especlally capial
expenditure, in the remainder period,
This should help achieve the GFD target
for 2024-25. The process of fiscal
consolidation needs to continue in
2025-26 and beyond, In fact, the Budget
needs to lay down the roadmap for the
next few years to reduce the elevated
debt-GDP ratio to a sustainable level,
This will be hugely positive for the bond
market, which should have a salutary
effect on the overall inancing
conditions,

Even while pursulng fiscal
consolidation, the Budget needs to
provide stimulus to the nluwlnT
economy. This will require re-jigging of
priorities both on the expenditure and
revenue sides, First, to counter the
contractionary impact of fiscal
consolidation, the Hudjm needs to
Increase capltal expenditure as it has
done In the last four years. Fiscal
mulnplh'v in (hrnu- ufupunl

of the Central
extimated by the RBI in ApuTl 1991 was

eput by less than 50 palse,
This undvrwﬂr\'n the need to boost
capital expenditure by cutting
unproductive revenue expenditure,
wherever possible,

TAX RELIEF NEEDED

Second, the government needs to
rovide tax relief to the middie class to
OOSE consumption, m slowdown of

F
lower-income dm Is high, the Budget
will do well to sharply increase the
allocations for the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
and other schemes targetted at
low-income househo

Third, the housing sector hus huge
forward and backward linkages, which
can generate demand for several sectors
at the same time. Tax benefits for home
loans und(-r Sections 24 and 80 C have

lnngrly to the middle ;Iamuu has been
hit hard by several adverse factors at the
same time, especially high and
persistent food inflation, slowdown in
wages and rising indebtedness, [n the
last several years, there has hardly been
any noteworthy tax relief in pumnal
Income tax to the middle class, even
though thelr purchasing power has been

To counter the
contractionary impact

of fiscal consolidation,
the Budget needs to
increase capital expenditure
as it has done in the last
four years

d for the last severnl
years and their vafue has eroded sharply
In real terms. Though Section

been met, barring two years.
Disinvestment will help release large
taxpayers’ resources locked up in
non-strategic public sector enterprises,
some of which are nllngand continue to
be a drag on taxpayers’ money,

Acase In point belng the recent
declsion to make equity injection into
Rasheriya Ispat Nigam Ltd. Apart from
ﬂ:umdlnu rellef 1o the taxpayens for

hosting growth in the near-term, the
proceeds of disinvestment could be
spent on critical areas such as health
and cdumllunwhuh will help boost the

BOEE/BOEEA was | duced to provide
tax relief to first-time
homebuyers/affordable housing, it is
too restrictive, It s significant that tax
benefit under Section H0C ks clubbed
with several other saving instruments,

As such, Section 80 C is of no use to
most home loan borrowers, Therefore,
there is a need to suitably enhance the
tax benefits for home loan b

diu entlal of the
nnnumy Second, lht‘ udget should
take measures to further improve the
tax compliance and make it difficult for
anyone to evide taxes.

Given the economic slowdown facing
the Indian economy, the key challenge s
to provide immediate stimulus to the
econonty while ensuring fiscal

and provide an exclusive limit for home
loan principal repayments under
Section 80 C over and above the
existing Hmit of €1,5 lakh, Tax benefits
for home loans could provide a huge
fillip to the housing sector.

Now the question ks how to generate
resources for such benefits so that the

This means resetting the
expenditure priorities by boosting
capital expenditure and cutting down
unproductive revenue expenditure and
ralsing resources in o manner that does
Impact private consumption.

The writer (s Senlor Fellow, Centre for Socel ind
Ecanomie Progress. Views are personal

Battery swapping industry needs incentives

US can Jead the charge: Pharmaceutical Allance

Dilip Chenoy ents, As of 2024, the size of (OMCs) for installl

Sutirtha Ghosh mry swapping market stands at Mpplw ations, "

Manvi Sherawat around gﬂ& nh\:mlon In India undl Wit xhl- u-cngnltlm tothe bamvy

; 9 aH . around jon worldwide, Itis

thehindubusinessline. he recently releaved projected to grow at a CAGR of around lhomumnmhlmwnmmln
TR TETh TS A ha = gy - I “Guidelines for Installationand 47 per cent by 2036 across the world. ructure in the near
IF'WENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. Operation of Battery Swapping

and (‘hlrrn; Statlons" by the Ministry  MANY BENEPITS ’nulwuld include subsidies, grants,
January 28, 2005 Power Iy a commendable step, They Atlts core, battery swapping is a or tax benefits almed at reducing the

uedulpudm uxlnpln«uregullwry method of replacing a or partially Initial setup costs for battery swappl
Investment fund set up to park divestment proceeds framework .ovcming battery discharged hrl!my of an l&'v&n stations. With the lowering of fina mﬁ
The Government has unvesied its new disinvestment policy. It involves seling swapping and charging stations. another fully or partially charged barriers, more businesses will be
minarity stakes in both listed and unbsted profitable public sector enterprises Aeco:ﬂlum reports by battery at a battery swap station, Inclined to enter the market,
without ceding management control by retaining a minimum of 51 per cent. & International Energy Agency (IEA), Swapping significantly reduces the 1 g fts growth,
also agreed 1o set up o “National Investrment Fund” with proceeds from the road transportation accounts for downtime to less than a minute ay Some of the critical steps t boost
sale of Government equity in prafable PSUs. around 12 per cent of India’s there ls no wait time required (as in the Furthermore, with a quick the Industry can Include amending the

emrgy -related CO2 emissions andisa - case o(chugin‘vrhiclﬁ that hlw fixed  tumaround time, it also supports fleet nomoloruon certificate to incl

lists reservation in pvt sector as risk in uc filing to urban i and the upfront cost of operations better, such as ride-sharing  swappable vehicles, facilitating easy
Infosys Technologies has listed the possibility of the ’I‘hu- arobust electric vehicle (EV) wmmhlp. for consumery, |s brought and logistics services, where time registration for vehicles sold without
passing leghlation on reservations in the vaall‘ sector as a risk l.n tor in its sector in India ks imperative to ensure downto Ieu than 40-50 per cent efficlency directly impacts p batterles, introducing safety standards
latest Pings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) of the US. bl P ! i wpared to ditional EV, Currently, India has more than 3,500 for swap d reducing GST for
The Maharashtra Government is considering a kegislation to introduce und address th of polluth Battery swapping 150 taks ythe  swap stations across thecwnny More  battery swapping for the customers to
reservations for socklly biackward communities in the private sector. as well, hinol bsol than 2§ Included battery § pev«mv&omw pay 18 per cent
With the ly demandfor  from the customers, s swapping in thelr Bv lm« GST for every
Multi dity ges or specialised l:w the mmunwformnmmng swapping operator (BSO) vmllh‘:'y 'lggn il . S
Are the country's multi-commodity futures exchanges ‘multl’ only in name? A pdating the battery mlu-nluu existing fuel Tha writars are with India Battery Swapp g
perusal of dally tradng volumes does suggest so. While MCX seems to be ﬂpdlnylnlheZWlnd 3Wvehicle technology. retall outlets operated by oll marketing  Assocston (454)
primarily speclalisng In bullion, NCOEX has ermerged as an agri-products
(particularly guar) exchange and NMCE largely a spices-and-rubber eschange
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2619
EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Cycled without
pedalling (4-7)
8. Puff up with success (5)

1, Scented bulb flower (7)
2, Wiplng, rubbing out (7)
1. Ceveal grain (5)

4, Church festival (6)

1. Didit pedal for nothing when we'd heel to turn (4-7)
8. Make one proud at early start, but get behind
schedule (5)

9. Turn out well, follow In 9. One will do well to step into another's shoes (7)
order (7)

10 Pin bowled at (7)

11, Umbslicus (5)

12. Carperter's bores (6)

14. Short, light seep (3-3)
18 Cover with colour (5)

19. High chest of drawers (7)
21.Inno place (7)

23 ndian corn, mealles (5)

5, Giels name (7) 10 Knock pin down with kit set in a whirl (7)

6. Change colour, stain (3) 11,1t shows one was originally attached to a soet of
7. To show clothing (5)

13, Fall back (7)

15. Club for lofting (7)

16. Discharge of a debt (7)

17. It emphatically,
refiexively (6)

18. Gasps for breath (5)

200 The borderland of Hell (5)
22 Which person? (3)

orange (5)
12. They bore holes for us, gear being changed (6)

14 Jazz enthusiast has game of cards in short time off (3:3)
18.A coat may be one of many colours (5)

19 Chest to play with If it has broken bt in it (7)

21, Owner is upset when he comes in unplaced (7) enter (6)
23.Corn one found In the midde of a labyrinh (5)
24. (Expenses) paid out in
cah (3:2-6)

24, Where one got change and was worse off for such
xpenses (3:2-6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2618

ACROSS 1. Eaves 4, Lawyers & Contemplating 10, Irfee 11, List 12, Sale 16, Erect 17, Stralght-faced 19. Steered 20 Sige
DOWN 1. Escapologists 2. Van 3. Specie 4 Lapels 5, Wealth 6, Eliminate 7. Sign the pledge 9, Discourse 13, Senioe 14. Method 15. Staffs 18 Can

1. Getting it for nothing is a dfferent sort of flower (7)
2. Time to be a chorister if wiping it out (7)

3. Gran produced in thaw around the East (5)

4. Festival, each half of which disturbs one's repose (6)
5.Girl got In with Claud, somehow (7)

6. Change colour and go red, yet conceal It (3)

7. A paragon is a smaller version of the real thing (5)

13, Leave the held to rodent going round tree maybe (7)
15. Club for a writer to beat (7)

16, Money received for type man upset (7)

17.As it's reflexive, it flles around having time to

18 Gasping, one runs for one’s trousers in America (5)
20. Dance barred in the region of the lost (5)
22. What person starts wishing harvest over? (3)

-
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How are everyday stove-lighters able
to make electric sparks?

Piezoelectrics are materials with a particularly interesti

they can effectively create a surplus and a deficiency of electrons when they

are under pressure, The reason these materdals can do this is because the atoms in such a material are arranged in a slightly funny periodic pattern

Adhip Agarwala

y mornings in [IT Kanpur,
where I teach, are
interspersed with sips of
green tea, the longing calls of

peacocks and peahens, and the
purposeless barking of my neighbour’s
dog. Often making things interesting is a
mess in the kitchen - the result of my
tendency to ignore the milk I left on the
stove, and remember it just as it boils,
flows over the vessel, spills on the
counter, and drools to the floor,

As Lcurse the milk, | also can't help but
feel some sympathy for the innocent
victim of this mess: my stove-lighter.
Resting there in innocence on the
counter, it has no idea that it is having a
bad day.

These lighters are magical pieces of
equipment. A push with your thumb,
something clicks, and there comes a
flame. If you haven't noticed it, go to your
kitchen, pick up the lighter, point it
towards yourself, and watch carefully, As
you click it, you will notice a small spark
flying between the central rod and the
cylindrical covering. But don't worry:
unless you are flammable (regular human
beings are not), there is no danger of you
catching fire or even getting an electric
shock. This same spark accompanies the
wonderful monsoons (which we eagerly
await in Kanpur), just that they screech
through the night sky and can add
amazing percussions to a late night
instrumental on the stereo,

What is it, then, that allows that small

What is an electric spark?
A spark is essentially an electric charge
flying in the air between two points, one
of which has a large quantity of surplus
electrons while the other has too few,
This difference in quantities of electrons
can happen due to many reasons.
Sometimes mb have engineered it this
way using chemicals: the simplest
example is the battery that we use in
everything from remote-controls to
electric vehicles,

A point with a large number of surplus
electrons is called the negative terminal

To be able to break out like this,
electrons first need to break up air
molecules mid-air, creating ions (charged

surplus of electrons at one end compared
to another. When some pressure is
applied, the picture changes, The

of these

atoms), In addition, many el inside

Is is such that,

the atoms are also pulled out, creating
free electrons in the air. All this creates a
region through which electrons can easily
maove - as if they have made a wire for
themselves in thin air! And when they
travel on this path, we see it as a spark,
Clouds are charged objects, When they
maove over large distances and collide
with other clouds, they get more and
more charged. At some point, this charge

(since elec are negatively charged)
and a point that is deficient of electrons is
the positive terminal. This is why you see
“+ and ** signs marked on every battery,
In most situations — and unlike some
people ~ electrons are extremely
equitable in nature and dislike this
difference in their quantities. So, given an
opportunity, they will travel from a place
where they are more in number to a place
where they are fewer in number. This is
why current flows when we attach a wire
between the two ends of a battery, and in
the process we make our fans move, or
bulbs light up, etc.

However, if we don't attach a wire and
the electrons still want to move, what will

they do?

Is lightning a glant spark?

1f the gap between the surplus and the
deficiency of electrons becomes o
extreme, at some point, these electrons
will lose all patience and decide to fly
through the air, disrupting everything in

too much for the clouds to hold,
and breaks out as the lightning that we
see (followed by the thunder that we
hear),

How do our stove lighters, which are
limited to our kitchens, create such
powerful electronic unrest?

What is a piezoelectric material?
This has to do with a class of materials
called piezoelectrics, which every stove
lighter contains, Piezoelectrics are
amazing materials with a particularty
interesting property: they can effectively
create a surplus and a deficiency of
electrons when they are under some
pressure, As it huppens, they can also
easily remove this surplus when the
applied pressure is removed.

‘The reason these Is can do this

under pressure, the positive ions move in
one direction and the negative ones move
in the other direction. This creates a
surplus at one end of the material and a
deficiency at the other end. Essentially,
the material has become a battery!

With some meticulous physics and

1, this surplus/d yof

electrons, created when the pressure is
applied, can be made to be quite high -
practically enabling the electrons to fly
through the air, just like in the case of
lightning. This is the spark you saw when
you clicked the lighter,

Treat a lighter with respect
These flying electrons can ignite an
inflammable object. So when the supply
of cooking gas is on and you click the
lighter near it, a fire erupts on your stove!
Sometimes, the pressure applied is not
enough to generate a spark, so at times
you need to click it a couple of times, so
that one of the hits is strong enough to
create a sufficiently significant spark, (In
case you are intrigued and interested in
learning more about plezoelectric
materials, taking a physics course on
condensed matter physics may be
rthwhile.)

Is because the atoms in a piezoelectric
material are arranged in a slightly funny
periodic pattern. They also uxuzi;y have
two types of atoms that have two different
charges. One has a surplus of electrons

So the next time you end up cooking
something and it spills over your gas
lighter — just like the milk I was boiling
here at [IT Kanpur - please clean it with
some respect. Every day, it creates tiny

plece of equipment to create thunder in between, This is not very dissimilar to and the other has a deficiency, i.e. they bolts just for you, even if all you
your kitchen, and at the innocuous push human society. Sometimes, you might are negative and positive ions. want to do Is enjoy some crispy onion
of your thumb? notice that something upsets people Now, under no extra pressure, these pakoras to go with the monsoon rain.
To understand this, we first need to slowly over time, and then suddenly, atoms are arranged in an alternating Adhip Agarwala is an assistant professor
figure out what an electric spark is. there is a surprisingly large bit of unrest. pattern and in such a way that there isno | of physics at T Kanpur.
-
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send n your answers to
dallyquiz@thehindu.co in

A quiz on the occasion of the 39th anniversary of the Challenger Space Shuttle disaster

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1

V.V. Ramanan .

QUESTION 4
[N According to later analysis,
QUESTION 1 what caused the death of the

How many crew members
made up the ill-fated flight
and what was the primary
goal of shuttle mission
Sy

=

QUESTION 2

There were two women on
board with one being
mission specialist Judith
Resnik, Name the other
who would have become
the first teacher in space.

.~

QUESTION 3

After how many seconds
post lift-off did the tragedy
happen and what were the
Last words heard from pilot
Michael Smith?

C:m

astronauts as it was belleved
they survived the initial
breakup.

~

QUESTION §

What connects the first
human on the moon, Nell
Armmatrang, and first
American woman In space,
Sally Ride, to the Challenger
disaster?

~

QUESTION 6

Name the Nobel Laureate,
part of the commission that
looked into the tragedy, who
canvincingly demonstrated
the loss of O-ring resiliency
was the prime cause for the

disaster,
ald

L

Visual question:
Part of the back-up crew for the Hl-fated mission, this astronaut later became the first teacher to
20 Into space, Name her. FILE PHOTO

a a

. |

India's Constitution borrows this
from this country's Constitution,
Ans: Directive Principles of
State Policy; Ireland
2. This artist illustrated the
Constitution. Ans: Nandalal Bose
3, This word was added In 1976 to
the Preamble. Ans: Secularism
4, The first chaleman of the
Constituent Assembly, Ans:
Sachidanand Sinha
5, This man was one of the Chief
Ministers of the Madras Presidency
and leader of the Indian National
Congress. Ans: €,

charl

Visuak: The calligrapher who wrote
In English. Ans: Prem Beharl
Narain Ralzada

Early Birds: Basant Malik| Dodo
Jayaditya| Plyali Tull] Arun Kumar
Singh| Bamall Biswas

el

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
$. Upendran

“What is the third rule?"

“Prefer the single word to the
circumlocution,”

“What kind of elocution is this? Why
don’t you use a simple word?”

I am quoting the Fowler brothers,
‘They have used the word.
‘Circumlocution’ means ‘the use of many
words where fewer would do’ What it
means is don't use two or more words
where one will do, In ordinary
conversation, we tend to use a lot of
unnecessary words, Some tend to say in a
roundabout way what can be said ina
simple, straightforward way, Careful
writers and speakers don't waste words.
They are very precise, 1 will give some
examples of circumlocution. The reason
for his failure is due to his carelessness.
What is the reason for his failure? His
carelessness, Why did he fail? It was due
to carelessness. The reason for his failure
is carelessness, He failed due to
carelessness, Why say “The reason for ..
due to? Take another: With a view to
going to the station, | engaged a taxi"

“What is wrong with the sentence? It
sounds OK to me."

“There is nothing wrong
grammatically. I took a taxi to go to the
station. Isn't it simpler? Why use so many
words when you can use fewer words?
Also, for some reason, we use the word
‘engage’ rather than ‘take’ with a taxi, My
British professor once told me that the
average Indian loves to use the word
‘engage’ with ‘taxis'”

“Why? Is it wrong to suy 'l engaged a
taxi'?

“No. It is not wrong. The native

speaker generally would use either *hire”
or ‘take’. 1 took a taxi, | hired a taxi, But
we tend to use the word ‘engage’. But
don't think you shouldn't use ‘engage’ at
all with ‘taxis’. A taxi is engaged when it is
occupied, when it is not available for
hire."
“So I can take a taxi or hire a taxi only
when it is not engaged. Have | used
‘engaged’ correctly?"

“Yos

“So an Indian engages a taxi, an
Englishman takes a taxi, Both do the same
thing. Don't they?"

“They do. It is good to know the
difference in their expression.”

“Let me go now. | have to attend an

engagement.”
Published in The Hindu on November
29, 1994,

Word of the day

Imprimatur:
formal and explicit approval

SYnonyms: countensnce, endorsement,
sanction, warrant

Usage: my cient needs the imprimatur of
someone else,

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
Imprimaturpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jim pirmerta/, jzm parmo: ta/,
Jampa'mas oy, /im.palmestoa/, fim pamata)

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@ti codn
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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N recent years, there has been a

perceptible growth in Indias global
Intellectual property (IF) fill
flecting innovation resilience 'xplt
oconomk chal . India clocked
the fastest growth In patent (+15.7%)
applications in 2023, marking the
fifth consecutive year of double-digit
fw\h It now ranks sixth globally

or patents with 64,480 applica:
tions, with resident Rlings account-
Ing for over half of all submissions
(55.2%)~a first for the country.
India also stands out with the high-
ot number of institutes in the latest
rankings.

Sl there Is a vast scope for im-
provement in Indiss higher educa-
ton system to enhance the quality
of education as also make It more
accessible. The Univensity Grants
Commission (UGC) Is the statutory
body that oversees and Improves
higher education. Its functions in-

dude Setting standands, providing
grants, advising governments, pro-
moting rescarch, improving access,
curriculum development and grant
of scholarships,

The Union government recently
released the draft b(L (\(munum

Owllf

Telangana CM A Revanth Reddy
fumes at the draft UGC guidelines,
terming them an “attack on the Con-
stitution”. Tamd Nadu even passed &
House resobution demanding with.
drawal of the draft UGC regulations.
AIADMK, Kerala g M

Address states’ serious concerns on draft UGC rules

lor (Governor), who will pick one of
the names forwarded by the search-
cumscection commitice, compris-
ing Chancellor, UGC Chairman and
university senate, may further strain
the thes between Governors and non-
BIP g

also echoed of threat to the

for A

Promotion of Teachers and A.uukm
Ic Staff in Universities and Colleges
and Measures for the Maintenance of
Standands in Higher Education) Reg-
ulations, 2025, to infuse innovation,
inclusivity, flexibility and dynamism
in every aspect of higher education

There are muny proposals that
won pralse but a few are causing con-
sternation among the governments,
especially in the non-BJP ruled
states. Education s in the Concur-
rent List and as such any potential
mave to undermine state role will be
viewed with concem in a federal set-
up such as ours

basic foderal principles enshrined in
the Constitution.

Opposition parties and thelr gov-
ernments in the states are rising up
in arms over the purported move of
the Centre 1o seck control over insti-
tutions through Governors, thus de-
priving any role for States in selection
of Vice Chancellons (VC) for univer-
sities. What irks them further Is a
proposal to make non-academics i
gible for the VC post. The opposition
asks what will prevent the BJP-Jod
NDA government from appointing
Sangh Parivar loyalists as VC. Vest
ing sddection powers in the Chancel-

Indeed, there are no!lir initia-
w0

for manipulation of recruitment
conditions shall be eliminated by
emulating the practices of the high-
est ranked universities in the world,
A diverse talent pool is envisaged
by lifting the cap on contract jobs,
as abso with recruitment of expents
in arts, sports, and lmllk-ml’x:d-

(> LETTERS

President backs ONOE before House nod

WE have had the practice of ONOE (One Nation One
Election) during the first two decades of post-inde-
pendence era. Subsequently, due to several factors, we wit-
nessed the system going awry and the ONOE concept got
discontinued. The of ONOE are well known
and explained by the Presi-dent rather forcefully. The huge

thves such as allowing
pursue teaching carcers In subjects
that they qualify for with NET/SET,
even i such subjects are different
from their previous degrees. It defi-
nitely & a novel Initiative almed 1o
dismantle righd norms and bring in
those who are talented and passion-
ate to rescarch and teach in subjects
of thelr choice. But this move also
risks diluting academk credentials
and nead to pursie competence in
subject right from UG to PG level.
Any prior teaching ence noeds
significant weightage but the draft is
apparently silent on this, Any scope

plines Accomp sportsy

will be able to enter the teaching pro-
fesshon, This move Is quite innovative
and they would provide refreshing

perspectives.

While facilitating corporate fund-
ing for rescarch, the UGC must
guard against any driven agenda
vested interests. The objective sl
be 1o address huge infrastructure in-
equity and faculty shortage between
state and central varsities, and also to
make public funding ease for taking
up research projects that benefit so-
clety at large, rather than respective
companies or sectors of the donors,

LA fires akin to ‘Khandava Dahana’

FOR NOW, THE ANSWER TO WHAT CAUSED LOS ANGELES WILDFIRES IS ELUSIVE

VANAM [wALA
Namasina Rao

1E Los Angeles wikd-
fires raging from Janu-
ary 7, 2025, or named as

an ignition source; construce
tons in high-risk fire zones;
terrain causing spread of fires
faster; narrow canyons and val-

the destruction of Khandava,
modom wikdfires can devastate
forests, wikdlife, and human
setthements. In both cases, lives

action, community efforts, and
environmental sustainability 1o

“Hughes Fire' later, which resuht-

e in 28 Gtabities, destruction of
structures, and displacement of
about 2 lakh directly or

with  sgnificant  differences,
compared 1o the mytholagical
stoey of ‘Khandava Dahana' The
massive catastrophic fire affect:
Ing large portions of Khandava
forest represented the “End of
one Era and Beginning of An-
other’ as part of the destruction
and creation cycle as mentioned

fires tend to be mose destrc-
tive without the accompanying

divine or purposeful creation.
Both events highlight the Power

of Fire asa foece.
In the Los Angeles wildfires,
sowral  famous  Hollywood

clebrities bost thelr pricoless
homes In the Pacific Palisades
Area, which is their favored lo-
cation. The Palisades and Eaton
fires burned more than 23,700
acres and 14,100 acres respec-
tively:. Los Angeles Home, where
“The Doors Guitarist Robby
Krieger penned the Bands Hit
Song, intoxicating rock single
Lbhl My Fire, was destroyed
Significant landmarks incuding
the | Paul Getty Museum and
University of Calornia were

mﬁn«- are driven by a

combination of natural and
human-induced factors. Global
warming causing rising temper-
atures; droughts turn-
ing it into highly flanmable fuck
heatwaves and redoced rainfall;
strong hot and dry Winds that
spread  wiklfires,  windbome
sparks causing new fires In un-

mable plant species: wildland-
urban interface; untold human
and natural couses; lightning as

leys etc. are among them,
Satcllites, drones, and fire

tracking technologies allow for

better moniboring and predit-

to prodict the precise timing of
the outbeeak of wikdfires, and the
path of a fire, which s an annual
ocourrence in California, espe-
clally during the dry summer
and fall months, This &s partly
due to the complexity of weather
and termaln factors. This time,
the sale and intensity of the

lhltwnl-uuld fires 1o wul

much faster than anticipated.
The crishs management dur.

Ing the Los Angeles wl‘lm'

government  agencies,
which jumped into action with
Immediate firefighting efforts.
Thousands of firefighters com-
prising spechabized teams were
deployed 1o bring the stuation
under control. A date of emer-
poncy was declared  Natlonal
Guard was deployed and evacu-
ation shelters were established.

forcing firefighters to rely heav-
ly on aerial water deops. Relief
centens provided very lemporary
sugpont.

Mandatory evacuation orders
were issued promptly to protect
residents. Wireles emergency
alent system, sochal media, and
local broadcasts 10 e real-
time updates were pressed (oo
wtion, Preventive power shut-
offs 10 reduce risk of electrical
equipment sparking new fires
was done. Major disaster declas

According to the Mahabharata, the vast forest ‘Khandava’,
Inhabited by many creatures as well as Maya, the ‘Architect of the
Demons’, was set on fire deliberately theough ‘Fire God Aghl', who
mﬂwnhmwmmwm.meammu.

and missl

with the divine purp Itwas
partof o th f the forestbut
simultaneously cleared the land for creation of ‘Maya City’

ration was made emabling Fod-
erdl Emergency  Management
Agency (FEMA) assistance. Na-
tional Interagency Fire Conter
(NIFC) coordinated firclighting
efforts across the state, Envi-
ronmental Prolection Agency
(EPA) monitored the hazard-
ous alr quality that was causing

iovascular

organisations  (NGOW) played
a crucial role in wildfire re-
sponse, nlh{ and  recovery.
Their ranged from

Cross and other local (Califor-
nia) volunteers provided critical
disaster relief services during the
wildfires.

According 10 the Mahab-
harata, the vast forest ‘Khanda-
v, inhabited by many creatures
as well as Maya, the ‘Architect
of the Demons, was set on fire
deliberately through Fiee God
Agnl, who was “Hungry for
the Forest’ due 10 a curse, by
Arura and Krishoa, with the
divine purpose and mission of
dearing forest land. Tt was pant
dummkphnlhlltdmlk
destruction of the forest but s
dumllhclml

immediate relief efforts (shel-
ters, food, and water) to mental
health support, animal rescue,
adwocacy, and rebuilding efforts,
Limited resources, communica-
ton and uneven recovery
hi ted the noed for betior
coordination  between  NGOs,
government agoncies, and local
communities,  Amerkan  Red

for creation of Maya City! This
symbolised  transformation of
the environment, where de-

Madern wildfires, like those
in California, do mat have the
divine or purposeful chements of
Khandava Dahana, though there
are symbalic paraliels. Much bke

burning of Khandava kd to the
creation of new city, post-fire re-
covery of modern wildfires can
Jead 1o new devdopment and an
eventual retum of wildlife, and
sometimes may result in ecolog:
ical transformation, and, evertu-

ally, in mmd anew clty
However, the land can also face
longtorm challenges ke soll
erosion or boss of blodiversity.

I the uhtimate analysis, in the
Mahabbaratss  Khandava  Da-
hana, the fire was part of a larger
moral and ethical basbe, with the
heroes (Krishna and Arjuna) be-
ing part of a divine plan. Mod-
ern wildfires invariably lead 1o
human suffering, loss of proper-
ty, and emvironmental danw
They are typlcally seen in ﬁ
context of disaster management
rather than cosmkc or divine
action, Praying to Hindu Gods
for total mormaky of recovery
from wildfires, which is deeply
spiritual and cultural, and which
many people in Hindu tradi-
tions find meaningful, could be
an answer for early sabvage.

In Hinduisen, there are specif-
¢ prayers and rituals that may be
offered w0 sock divine interven-
thon for protection, recovery, and
restoration of normaky. These

prayers 10 protectons like God-
dess Durga and Lord Shiva
While spiritual prayers and ritu-
als offer important emotional
and cultural support, bringing
about bong-term restoration may
also require pragmatic disaster
management. A combination
of spiritual resilience and scien-
tific action ensures not only the
rehabilitation of affected com-

addressing the wildfie criss
requires mudti faceted and mul-

rebuild and prepare for a future
where such wildfires are less

devastating,
Auth

diture on account of holding elections every now
and then, and the resultant waste of man hours, resources
and the constant brakes on governance could all be miti-
gated with ONOE, thus providing a platform that would
have uninterrupted period of 4+years to pro-vide that ser-

m:hmﬂ:amo!uh«mnmmdlhday
Govardhana Myneodu, Vijayawada

e

PRI;SID!NT Murmu backing One Nation One Election
Is not surprising, Democracy Is no longer govern - ment
for, of and by the people, it ilb'.dandbyhhdlmdsuh
“The President in Inchia have never spoken for the a&n

1f in 1975, the then President simply signed the ordinance
mdnwl\nmmn.owmm sponsored anti-dem-
ocratic actions are simply by President, Ideally,
Presi-dent should Avd.gl endorsed something that
yet 1o get a stamp of approval from people,

N Nagantjan, Hyderabad

Indiaon path to be Swarnim Bharat

EF: Editorial - ‘Swarnim Bharat- Virasat aur Vikas'
Jan 27). At this year’s Republic Day parade, tableaux
truly lived up to the Golden India ~ Cultural Heritage and
Development - with an overall progress on tech
achievements that shoukd leave nobody in doubt that the
country has chalked out for itself in terms of human poten-
tal women and defence p d The
country’s vibrant history, spirituality, artistic brilllance and
traditional wisdom would surely make India a true ‘Viswa
Guru! India’s unquestionable march towards digital infra-
structure and efficient d with en-hanci
s ek et ity <y

jgaing the
cause of the fire revealed that
the Palisades wildfire had in-
advertent "Human Origing’ as a
“Likely Cause’ which was started
by someone, According to New
York Times, Palisades fire ig-
nited near a Hiking Trall' and
an area that had burned six days
carlicr, A "Red Flame Retardant’
was dropped from overhead 1o
battle the blaze and smoke bil-
lowing from all sides of the scar.
The arcs known as ‘Skull Rock
on the Temescal Ridge Trail is

W;uﬁmhhhnmﬂ
have had any connection, For
now, the answer 10 what caused
Los Angeles wikdfires is clusive
A Jeast two lawsuits have
been filed againat Southern
California Edison Power Com-
pany, on the speculation that
faulty lines may have
the Eaton Fire. Mean-

while, 31,000 flod as new blaze
threatoned Los Angeles County,
and thus the fire-weary south-
em Calornia is in crisis again
in the face of another fast-
moving wikdfire and the threat

halted the speead of this Hughes
Fire' which rapidly bumed over
10,000 acres and led to 31,000
evacuations. Contadnment has
Increased 1o 2% Relief Package
worth $2.5 billion is being wed
to handle the crisis,
(Sourcex: US media reports
ard Mahabhanata)

Growing terrorism threat in Africa

FRICA tragically remains the
ntre of global terrorism, and
more acthon bs required to implement in-
ternational commitments o combat this
scourge, the Deputy Secretary-General
of the United Nations and Chair of the
United Nations Sustainable Development
Group, Amina | Mobammed, tokd the Se-
curity Council recently. Amina Moham -
med was speaking at a mecting fxcused
on strengthening counter-termorism on
the continent, convened by Algeria, the
Coundl prosdent for Janury. She em-
phastaed that the Councl has a critkcal
roke in supporting African Unlon (AU)
counter-orrorism  inkiatives, grounded
in African beadership and sobutions,

Deadly s
Ms. Mohammed sabd terrorism is the
most significant theeat to peace, secun«
ty and sustalmable development across
Afrka today, and presented sobering
statistics outhining its devastating toll,
Despite continued efforts by Mem-
ber States, sub-Saharan Africa now
accounts for nearly 59 per cent of o
terrorism-related deoaths g| X

The Sahdl is “ground zero” for one
of the most brutal crises in the workd,
Terrorism-related deaths in the reghon
have soared past 6,000 for three con-
secutive years, making up more than
half of all globul fatalities. In this surge,

Burking Faso now leads the workd in
terrorism deaths, with a staggering 68
percent increase. At the same time, Al-
Queda and ISIL affiliates have spread 1o
coastal countries in West Africa, with
violent attacks soaring by more than
250 per cent in two years.

Old and emerging
threats, concerns

“Meanwhile, & new group known as
“Lakurawa’ bs conducting cross-boeder
attacks in porthwest Nigeria, Niger, and
Chad” she sakd. “There are also grow-
Ing risks of infiltration and radicaliza-
tion along Ghana's norther regions, as
well as in Togo, Cote d'volre and Ni-
goria” The threat persists elsewhere as
groups such as Al Shabaab in Somalia,
the Allied Democratic Foeces (ADF) in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and Ahbu Suana Wal Jama in Mozam-
bique, continue to unleash horrific vio-
lence. She recalled that these groups are
not only but

Member States, which gives renewed
momentum 10 global efforts againat
terrorism. “Now its time to meet un-
met commitments and implement the
promises made in the Pact with de-
termined action” she sakd. She listed
three arcas that must be priocitized,
beginning with addressing the drivers
of terrorksm, which “rives on fragil-
Ity and feeds off poverty, inequality and

with soaring unemployment, has keft an
entire generation vulnerable to extrem.
ist groups,” she wamed. “If we donit
act, we risk losing this gencration to
the horrors of terrarism, their futures
stolen before they even have a chance
to begin” Whike acknowledging the
wmﬂnuy of the issue, Ms. Moham-
d that "as terrorism evolves,

also committing sexual and gender-
based violence, as well as assaulting
children and forcibly recruiting them
Into their ranks.

West Africa warning

“Let us make no mistake, At this rate,
In West Africa, the future is at stake.
The marginalization of youth, coupled

S0 must we'.

Innovation & action

She sald effectively countering terror-
Ism in Africa must inwolve innova-
tion - with an approach centred on
respect for human rights and rule of
law. She pointed to the Pact for the
Future, adopted last September by UN

She abo emphasized the need for
“buman rights-based approaches 1o
counter-dermorism, grounded In ac-
countable and inclusive Institutions”
Hmty. she highlighted the importance

m‘ cooperation and ensuring

efforts are “In lockstep, uni-

bnl 0 purpose, and aligned in strat-
oy

Hexible funding

The Afrikan Union (AU) Commis-
sioner for Political Affairs, Peace and
Socurity, was among the speakers at the
meeting, Ambassador Bankole Adeoye
sald that last year, the AU Counter:
Terrorism Centre (AUTUC), recorded
over 3400 terrorist attacks on the con-
tinent which resalted in over 13,500
fatalities. He said the AU “has recali-
beated its strategic approach to the dy-
mamics of terrorism” in addition to “re-
tooling” policy instruments, especially

given projections of a 10 to IS per cent
excalation in terrocksm this year. He
added that the AU and the UN should
Jolntly support predictable, sustainable,
and flexible funding for peace enforce-
ment in counter: terrorism contexts.

Therefore, the “swift activation”
of Councll Resobution 2719 (2023) -
which opens the door for African-led
peace support missions to access UN
funding - “would be a significant step
forward for the African Unlon in its in
s efforts to combat terrorism across
the continent.”

Meanwhile, Afria will overtake
Asta as the continent with the highest
number of experiencing hun
o in the by 2030, the UN has
predicted. In its ancwal state of food
scurity and nutrition report, five UN

lﬂ sakd there was & “dlear trend”
ising prevalence of undernourish.
mml in Africa, Africa already has the
largest proportion of people who do
ot have nutritious food 10 eat
(20.4%) but Aska is home 10 more than
half the world's hungry people. In 2023,
384.5 million people in Asia were fac-
hunger, compared with 298.4 mil-
lion in Africa, The report, published
last woek, sabd that if current trends
continue, almost 600 million people
will be chronkally undernourished by
2030, with 53% living In Africa. The
figure will reseroble those seen in 2015,
said the report, marking a concerning
stagnation In progress, according 10
report in The Guardian. e

lead 10 a Golden India.
KV Raghuram, Wayanad

US must rethink funds denial to WHO

EF: "'WHO is tackling global health crises?’ Undoubt-
th)y. it is World Health Organisation (WHO) working
in tandem with countries, strengtheni: pnmny lmlh-
care to tackle specific comn:l‘LNe
role of WHO is paramount in pmvidlng ’nd-m uul
playing a very important part in immun-isation pro-
gramme. For this, the member countries have an obliga-
thon to help WHO meet the financial requirement. Appar-
ently, US withdrawal from WHO will cripple its finances
at a time when the countries are plagued by more discases
due to various reasons. Therefore, it needs to review is de-
cishon to enable WHO to continue its fight against many
discases Including pandemic in order to provide succour
to suffering millions.

K R Srinivasan, Secunderabad

TG Guy-CM cordial ties laudable

TIIE Telangana Governor has all praises for CM Re-
vanth Reddy’s governance in his Republic Day speech.
It seems magical that the Governor-CM relations are so
cordialin TG as an exception to other non-BJP ruled states
where constant confrontations have become new normal.
“The Governor of TG avers that the CM has a constructive

eralism. Does the Governor signify that other states must
follow Telangana to learn lessons on how to uphol

eralism?
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

A matter of pride for Telugu people

T Is & matter of pride 1o the whole of medical fraternity, es-

p«uwmnmu-mmm-w has been
awarded the second highest civilian award of our country, the
Padma Vibhushan. It is yet another feather in his cap added
to Padma Sri and Padma Bhushan that he had already won, |
recall with due gratitude that | had met him in early 80% one
fine morning while he was doing MD at Madras Medical Col-
lege, and | wanted to witness the collection of bone marow
from the sternum. He spared his valuable time and heped me
witness that procedure for the first thme in my life. He was so
empa-thetic to the patient that he ¢ him with kind
words calling him by name, “Yenna Kuppusamy” We did
not know each other though we bdonged to the same MBBS
batch &t different colleges but his illustrious father, Dr Bhaskar
Reddy, was our Principal. Dr Nageswar Reddy has been dolng
yeoman ser-vice o Humanity through Asian Institute of Gas-
tmmbu(AK})udlc’\umelohclhuwhmbh
Rao, wh poct ; ]

P service yand yet down
to carth with humility and excel-kence and developed NIMS
on invitation from the then CM NTR. | wish the present CM
Revanth's vision will further utilise Dr Reddy's acumen to help

and needy.

lan Dr T Ramadas, Visakhapatnam
thehansreader@gmail.com

(&) BEVGALURU VLI

Viral fever, infectious diseases on the
rise in Bengaluru

BENGALURU: I’r«paly&nlnclummhumdah
or reasons, fever cases have increased in Bengaluru, Cases of
fever, cough, sore throat, cough, cold and vomiting have in-
creased in children. Hospital statistics show that viral fever i
also appearing due to the changed weather, For the past few
weeks, across Karnataka, including Bengaluru, if it rains one
week, then it Is sunny the next, sudden rains, coughs and the
spread of infections discases among people has increased.
Health problems are increasing due to the changing weather,
and doctors have advised to monitor the health of children,
Prcumonia, respiratory pmbkm and viral fever have in-

od in chikl e
Increasing, Along with Nlm pman also facing more
health problems. Due to the extreme weather ¢l children

are

mrmmlummmmmu

has been an increase in patients in the OPD of hospitals.

mmmmwmm& Hanumanta Rao, on behalf of
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he Joint Parfiamentary Committee
(JPC) on the Wagf (Amendment)
Bill has witnessed heated exchanges

between the Opposition and the treasury
bmch M Ps. The Bill mcl\unurlhn xL\(mu

everyone, Mirwaiz Omar Fa from
Jammu and Kashmir was invited. If
you disagree with the government's
amendments, you can respond with a
note of dissent, You can vote against the

1...., of
Musl W properties is

f Maodi 3.0. Speak
wm- DH's Sumit Pande, JPC Chairman

Jagdambika Pal denies |hc()ppmlm|| s

s when they are taken up
clause by clause, But if you think you can
Impose your will by force or violence, by
disruptions, that is not acceptable.

charges of bins and says the
reportwill be tabledin the ﬂl’!lNﬂuﬂht
Budget Session of Parliament beginning
this week, Excerpts:

Why did yi
mmmnmummm

tion MPs are comparing the move to
the imposition of the Emergency.
1fthey believe in {:Hwnmuu'y
democracy and the Constitution, (they
should know that) Parliament holds
debates and discussions based on which
decisions are taken, If regular meetings
of the Commiittee are being held, where
is the question of Emergency?

Weare holding discussions with

ge that the

time aliotted for al‘bormom was
insufficient.

Whenever meetings were called, ample
time was given. When the JPC was
formed on August 8 2024, it was tasked
o conclude its report in the Winter Ses-
ston of Parliament. Its term was extend-
ed as per their (Opposition) demand.
Now, we have to present the report
in the Budget Session. Amendments
have to be sought to finalise the report,
followed by clause-by-clause discussions
to submit the draft report to the relevant
department so that an amended bill is
prepared

Now that we are completing this task,
it appears they (Opposition) are thinking

PANORAMA
‘Wagfreportwill be tabled in first part of Budget Session’

The
Tuesday
lntemew

With
Jagdambika Pal

MP and Chairman,JPCon

Wagf (Amendment) Bill

why is this being taken to the logical

delegation. They have not heemkﬂmwd

9

ment, minority state Waql
Board etc.

What was your feedback from the
Karnataka visit?

In Karnataka, there are farmers who
have been tilling their kand for hun-
dreds of years. A minister in the state
government is in charge of the Minority
Welfare Department, By citing Wagqf
law, claims have been laid on farm

ers’ land. This has led to protests and
agitation by farmers in the state. Their
ancestral properties are being claimed
as Wagl

MPs have plans to
complain against you, in writing, to the
Lok Sabha Speaker.

They have done it in the past as well, The
Speaker has given us a mandate to com-
p‘ﬂelhh)obln lum- For that, wtmw

10 hol el s

holders. 11 hlcd in holding meetings
or did clause-by-clause voting without
discussion, | should have been reported
to the Speaker. But I have been transpar-
CI’:I in conducting the proceedings. I'm

N
the ¥

For the first time, we have seen
Incidents of bottles being hurted in

Rebel BJP MLA Patil vat-
nal et

conclusion? It is not me bm the }lm of any rights as far as ps f the
Speaker who has decided are concerned,
for the submission of the JPC n-pm
What was the objective of the JPC's
has also
you changed the agenda at the last We had detailed discussions; we visited
stage. Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka,

In the last meeting, a clause-by-clause
discussion was scheduled. The Opposi-
tion insisted that Mirwaiz be called, and
we agreed. We agreed to hear one more

Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and other
states, The committee met at least 40 to
1 L

=
state,
representatives from the state govern:

There appears a desire to discuss issues not limited to the war and to take on the whole

Moscow-Washington relationship, possibly including revived nuclear arms talks

DAVID E. SANGER AND
ANTON TROIANAVOSK!

cy have been circling each

sther carefully for seven days

now — sending out invitations

1o talk, mixing a few jabs with

ego-stroking, suggesting that

theonlywaytoend the Ukraine

waris for the twoof them to meet, presum-
ably without the Ukrainians,

President Donald Trump and Russian
President Viadimir Putin, whose relation:
ahv wis n)w\n the subject of mystery and
psychod: he first Tr areat
Atagain, But it is nota simple rerun, Trump
wasunusually harshin hisrhetoric last week,
saying Putin was “destroying Russia,” and
threatening sanctions and tariffs on the
country if it doesn’t come to the negotiating
table - a fairly empty threat given the tiny
amount oftrade betweenthe USand Russia
these days.

Caleulating and understated asever, Putin
has responded with flattery, agreeing with
Trump that Russia would not have invaded
Ukraine had he been president three years
ago. He repeated that he was ready to sit
down and negotiate over the fate of Europe,
superpower tosuperpower, leader to leader.

So far they have not spoken, although
Trump told reporters on Air Foree One on
Saturday night that “he wants tospeak, and
we'llbe speaking soon. Asthey prepare the
sround for that fiest conversation, they are
sending signals that they want to negotiate
about more than just Ukraine - a war that,
in Putin’s tefling, s only one of the arenas
in which the West is waging its own fight
against Russia,

‘Both

| h

whole relationship between Moscow and
Washington, possibly including revived
nuclear arms talks, a conversation that has
alooming deadline: The major treaty limit-
ing the arsenals of both nations expires in
almost exactly a year, After that, they would
be free to pursue the Iandd arms mc llk‘
world hy 'y
the Cold War. Recalli ith

OMILLUSTRATION: DIEE P HARICHANDAN

Trump, Putinand an
agendabeyond Ukraine

er negotiation, which ks exactly what Putin
would like, because it coukd enable him to
ke that trade-off.

Ttis unclear what, if any, long-term secu-
rity guarantees Trump is willing lonﬂw o

Ukraine's battlefiekds despite Russiasenor-
mous casualtics, has been trying to tele-
graph a wait-and-see approach to Trump,
Russsia’s goals haven't changed, he has said,
and while it s ready for talks to end the war,

Ukrainian President Volod,
who he has insisted in recent d.\yx should
have made a deal with Putin and avoided a

Putin in 2020, before his defeat in the US
election that year, Trumpinsisted lastweek,
“We want tosee if wecan denuclearise, and
Tthink that's very possible.” He appes

war,
Trump clearty wants to establish himsell
s a peacemaker: Tn his first term he sug-
gested he deserved the Nobel Peace Prize,
nud bringing some kind of x'ml w0 Fumpr\

same conversation, (It has u-fuu‘E’m least
0 lnr r)

word"
ise,” Trump almost certainly meant nego-
tiating a new agreement to reduce - not
climinate - the stockpiles of strategic
clear weapons, which can cross continents,
For his part, Putin talked about reviving
discussionson “strategic stability. the term
of art among negotiators for talks that cov-
er not just the number of nuclear weapons
deployed on each side, but where they are
based, how they are inspected, and steps to
deter their use.

bigge since Workl

fe nedabout

itwillonly ds terms,
\ led that, atamin-
mmhmdddmwﬁmhw«hmm

20% of Ukraine that Russia now controls,
as well as an agreement ruling out NATO
membership for Ukraine and limiting the
skze of its military. At the same time, Putin
hasmade dear his cagerness toengage with
Trump-and, more broadly, with the United
Nauﬂ .lm-rlhm-\mnumlplamlk isola-

by saying the 2020 election had been “sto-
len" from him,

Like Trump, Putin has hinted at a desire
todiscuss amuch broader set of issues with
Trump than only the war in Ukraine. In his
comments to state television Friday, Putin
said the Kremlin and the Trump adminis-
tration could “jointly look for solutions to
the key issues of today, including strategic
stability nndthcmnwhy.

The “strategic stability” reference sig-
nalled potential interest in arms control
talks, which the Kremlin briefly began
with the Biden administration in 2021, “We
disc um«l the range of arms control and

giving U inthe pro-
cess, in contrast to former President Joe
Biden, whose mantra was “Nothing about
Ukraine without Ukraine.”

“For all these M‘N“mﬁc changes, the
thing Putin most wants to hear is that this is
adenl Russia and the US will strike by them-
selves."said Stephen Sestanovich, a Russian
and Eurasian studies expert at the Council
on Foreign Relations, and a former State
Department official.

Keith Kellogg, a retired general who, at
80, has been tasked by I‘mmp to get mc

Thelast. i 1 talks end
edshortly before Russia's full- scale invasion
d Uh.nmm 2022 I"uun has nmu\l -nhm'

dlluld m)mwr lhr war in Ukrad e

the heywill

tion by th

The Kremlin's spokesperson, Dmitry
Peskov, has been telling journalists on a
near-daily basis that Putinis ready to receive
Trump'scall. “We're waiting for signaly." he
suid Friday. “Everyoneis ready.”

On January 20, Trump's inauguration
day, Putin held a televised meeting of Rus-
siaksSecurity Counail - an event that normal-
Iy happens on Fridays and largely behind
cknnddu\n chﬂmmp“‘hw‘\im\r
age"insur had
won “aconvincing victory.”

On Friday, in a stage-managed moment,

issues, from Al in weap
lof New START."Y
man, the former deputy secretary of state,
whoconducted the talks for the US side, said
in an email. (New START is the arms con-
trol treaty that has been partly suspended
by Russia, and expires in February 2026,)

Evenas Putinwelcomes talkswith Trump,
Russian officials aren't backing away from
theiroverall message about the US asa ma-
lignant force - one sign of how the Kremlin
is hedging its bets in case discussions with
Trump do not gowell.

Sherman, who has extensive experience

be ics, not “When you
look at Putin, you can't just say, ‘Well, stop
the killing, becase candidly, that's not their
mentality,” he said on Fox News last week.

b

umrr‘sqwm-m:nlxm:mmw\-mhl
promply posted the video onits website “It
s probably better lmmumm and, Iuml

with Russia, warns that if talks
with Russia begin, the Trump administra:
thon should be ready, *Putin will want what
e has always said he wanted: As much ter-
ble, no Ukraine ever in NATO,

Trump “app! warfare on mdn\ ill'ﬂ‘llk“ Ik cal & ritory
two, fearing that Putin'sreal goal he kooks at the mpu“mhm boththe USand K
| | y  warfare.” And he will focus, Kellogg insists,  sia,” Putin said. He brushed aside Trump's
he had captured in Ukraine and othercon- — on limiting Russia’s oil revenues, sanctions threats, calling him “smart” and

cessions, But Trump scems open toa broad

Putin, confident of his position on
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50 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1975
Havanur expelled from Cong

Bangalore, Jan. 27

The KICC Executive today expelled Mr.

L. G Havanur, Chatrman of the Knrma-
A Classes Co

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2000
President cautions against
review of Constitution

New Dedt, January 27
The mmmm\ over the government's
G

from the member- ship of the party for
sixyears. POC President K. H. Pusdl, who
bricfed newsmen on the six bour meeting
of the Exccutive here, said the decision
toexpel Mr. Havanur was unanimous, Of
the 16 executive members, who attended
the meeting, only one had pleaded for
amilder punishasent. Chief Minlster

“pragmatic.” and spoke Trump's language

1 have a big God™

review Some are small and m‘? to solve,
received a frosh twist today with President whlleutru-n are big and mmplvx
KR ki rd of caut we feel overwh

We all face problems in our lives,

about undertaking such an excrcise, The
President, while speaking at a ceremony
this moening to commemorate the comple
tlon of 5O years of the Indian Republic, said
that while there was much talk about revis-
nu the Constitution, one thing that needed

Devaraj Urs, whe e

Ivether “itis the
G that has failed us or whether it

against Mr, Havanur, Patil said,

w we who hinve fadled the Constitution”.

“Dear God, I have a big problem”

are you!™

tive and attitude? What if we

the challenges we encounter and we
lose hope and faith. We may think
that our problems are too big for us
to handle and that God I3 too far away
to help us, We may say things like

or “Why me, God?” or “God, where

But what if we change our [::wm
k

noWestorn nudlearweaponsin Europe that
could target Russio." Given that she bets that
actually negotiating a follow-on to the New
START treaty “is likely low on his list.” NYT

Wemet alot of people from Karnataka,
Tejaswi Surya was there; we also met
Union Ministers Pralhad Joshi and
Shobha Karandlaje.

When are you planning to submit the

report?
We will submit it in the first parc of the
Budget Session.

par y How do you
reacttothat?

How am [ responsible for that? If
people are angry, they can write a letter.
They can walk out of the meetings

or vote against the Bill, The way they
approached us, abused us, and raised
shogans - [t was provocative, Reacting
1o these provocations could lead 1o un-
pleasant sicuations. This has happened
from only one side and we have only

tolerated it.

Prioritisinga
passenger-first route

ARUN KUMAR DAS because of safety precautions.

The operation of Vande Bharat

nline with its current growth  Sleeper trains, with improved
trajectory, Indian Railways amenities, is also expected this
could receive a jump in capi- \mr The maximum train speed
tale l L . However,
in the upcoming 2025-26 Union it hnbu'n reduced to 130 kmph

Budget - a potential rise from
about Rs 2.65 lakh crore in the
current fiscal year to nearly Rs 3
lakh crore,

The Railways Finance Direc-
torate is not optimistic about a
big rise. However, irrespective
of the extent of this rise, the re-
qQuirement for capacity sugmen
tation remains a grim ground
reality. Passenger amenities for
common rail users, punctuality in

chedul danad

due to safety concerns after a
spate of accidents and derail-
ments.

Slowing down

While the rail freight share is
not increasing despite the heavy
flow of funds, the speed of freight
trainsis also abysmally low at 40-
50 kmph. The Railways’ plan to
increase the maximum speed to
mo h for all | premier trains

patterns are not very

after the of signal-
ling and saf like Ka-
da vach-isk i d, Bar-

ing The sector has a
six-fold increase in capex since
2014, while a troubling stagna-
tion in infrastructure capacity
has beennoted, particularly from
2023, This is starkly

ring a few premier services such
s Rajdhani, Duronto, Shatabdi,
andVande Bharat, nothing much
luh changed for the majority of

highlighted by the current fiscal,
where the freight traffic growth
rate has notably decreased com-
pared tothe previous three years.
The freight was 1,233 million tons
(MT)in2020-21 which increased
101,418 MT in 2021-22,1,512MT
in 2022-23, and 1,597 MT in
2023-24. In 2024-25, the figure
1 estimated to touch 1,630 MT,
signifying a slower growth rate
compared to the previous years,

The higher allocation is ex-
pected to be spent in capacity
enhancement projects such as
laying new tracks, upgrading sig-
nalling systems, and buying roll-
ing stock. The focus in FY26 will
beon commissioning upgndrd
rallway

other vices.
Hygiene, qnnllt) of catering, and
availability of confirmed tickets
for common passengers are still
acause of worry,

The Railways' periodiccleank-
ness drives have made a mark in
stations but onboard conditions
have notimproved, The long-an-
ticipated rail route connecting
the Kashmir valley to the rest of
the country has also raised sig-
nificant planning concerns, The
much-delayed bullet train, ex
pected to run between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, is likely to get
enhanced budgetary support to
speed up the work in the Mum-
bal-Ahmedabad High-Speed
Rail L‘urrkh‘r. InFY25, Railways

erntrains, unddmx\uﬂllluthc
network, Currently, a consider-
able portion of capex has been
allocated to less productive in-
frastructure projectssuch asthe
upgradation of rallway stations
which, while essential, should
have been linked to a more com-
prehensive brownfield moneti-
sation strategy tosupport Oper-
ations and M; (O&M)

21,000 crore for the bullet train
project. Earnings for the Rail
ways have topped Rs 2.04 lakh
crore in the current financial
yearwhichindudes Rs 58,927 .38
crore from coaching, Rs 1,53 lakh
crore from goods, and another
Rs 7,442.78 crore from sundry
(mainly parking, catering, and
nd\mm‘mmls) Ano(htr Rs
5,278,

expenditures.

There is an alarming absence
of a clear policy focused on
monetising the O&M of railway
stations, jeopardising potential
revenue streams, The introduc-
tion of the Vande Bharat trains,
aimed at enhancing average

the ‘other coaching’ head which
inchudes revenues from parcels,
Ium:u . and wharfage charges.

stry experts atribute
challenges ahead of the sector
primarily to a deviation from the
National Rail Plan, a strategic
lrmrmwkmluukd'?gmdedw

train speeds, hos
mmndcd with a dramatic de-
the Bewnd

the 1

sector. Railways is targeting an

sen
urr mvnm. Neither freight nor
passenger services have shown
improvement inaverage speeds.
The Railways has launched 34
pairs of semi-high speed Vande

ratio of 98.22% by the
end of FY 2024-25. If successful,
this will result ina net revenue of
Rs 2,800 crove, The surplus rev-
envecould be ploughed back into
the development funds and the

Bharat trains;equippedtorunat  Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh.
amaximum speed of 160 kmph,  (The writer &s an independent
lyat 130 kmph Jist)

OASIS | TSKARTHIK

atour problems as opportunities

we face and that He is always
with us and for us? What if
we say things like “Dear
problem, | have a big
God® or “Thank you,
God. for this challenge”™
or “God, I know you are
with me"?

This simple shift in
our words can make a huge

to grow and learn? What if we trust
that God is bigger than any problem

difference in our lives, It can help us
to overcome our fears and doubts and
to face our problems with courage
and confidence. It can also help us

to experience God's presence and
power and 1o witness His miracles
and blessings. It can transform our
problems into possibilities and
our trials into testimonies.

examples of people who

and faith-filled approach
to their problems

Walt Disney was a poor
and serugghing artist who
faced many rejections and

fallures, He even lost the rights to his

first successful cartoon character,

Oswald the Lucky Rabbit. But he did
not give up on his dreams. He created

‘There are many inspiring
have adopted this positive

Turning problems into possibilities

on'tsay dear God | have a big
problem. But say dear problem

Mickey Mouse and went on to
build a media empire that has
brought joy and magic to millions of

cope.

Hellen Keller was a deaf and blind

irl who faced many obstacles and
imitations in her life, She could have
lived in isolation and despair, but she
chose to overcome her challenges
and to pursue her education and
passions, These are just some of the
many examples of people who have
faced big problems with a big God,
They have shown us that nothing is
impossible with God and that He can
use our problems for our good and
His glory.
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-
Men can starve from a lack of self-realization
as much as they can from a lack of bread.
Richard Wright
-

Goa tourism: Even
a peaceful stroll on
beach has hurdles

n Sunday evening, while people in Goa and the rest

of India were still revelling in the celebrations of the

Republic Day, the death of a 28-year-old youth at

Arambol beach once again pierced the peace along

the coast. Amar Bandekar, who was on his evening
beach walk was assaulted after he reportedly moved a few chairs
put up by a shack owner since they obstructed his path. What be-
gan as a minor spat escalated into a major assault resulting in the
tragic death of Bandekar. This incident, while unique, falls into a
broader pattern of chaos that has begun to define Goa's tumultu-
ous tourism landscape,

The unfortunate death in Arambol is not an isolated incident,
Just weeks earlier, a tourist was killed in Calangute after a fierce
disagreement with shack staff over a food order, and there have
been cases of assaults before that too. The tension is in the air on
one side, and there are gaping holes in the system on the other.
Such violent confrontations are symptomatic of a failing system,
one that has turned a blind eye to the corruption, negligence, and
spiralling lawlessness characterizing Goa's tourism sector, With
each violent episode, the perceptions of safety are irrevocably tar-
nished and the chinks in enforcement begin to show.

In an increasingly familiar narrative, recent events along the
northern coastal belt have highlighted the dangerous culmina-
tion of ignored regulations and rampant illegalities. Shack own-
ers continue to extend their operations beyond stipulated limita-
tions, encroaching significantly on public spaces. Tables, chairs,
and beach beds now stretch perilously close to the shore — an in-
fri that has cc ly gone unchecked. The shambolic
enforcement of the shack policy — existing merely on paper—fuels
a sense of lawlessness that leaves scope for such altercations,

All the recent cases of violence and deaths may appear isolat-
ed, but there is a common thread that binds them together - the
thread of violations, including the recent paragliding tragedy at
Keri. Shacks, in their over-adventurism to attract business, have
been wading beyond all boundaries. The point is, that piecemeal
solutions don’t work beyond a point. Authorities must understand
that people could end up paying for the systemic compromises
made to accommodate the interests of businesses on beaches. Yes,
Goa needs tourism. But not at the cost of chaos or the cost of hu-
man lives.

It is disgusting that while the tourism department talks of high-
end tourism, the visitors cannot even have the luxury of an unhin-
dered stroll on the beach. Tourists or locals expect an environment
that is not only enjoyable but also safe, Picture the serene peaceful
ambience of beaches that Goa once showcased against the turmoil
seen now. The local is lost in the crowd, and so is Goa's identity.

The ongoing allowance of illegal practices and unsafe condi-
tions threatens the core of what makes Goa beloved. Restoring
order along the shores is imperative — not merely as a means of
ensuring safety but as a necessary step to preserve the peace and
sanctity of tourism, The systemic failures faced by the tourism sec-
tor must be urgently addressed. It is a matter of safeguarding the
very legacy that Goa embodies,

An actionable plan aimed at tightening regulations, enhancing
enforcement, and promoting a culture of accountability is essen-
tial for reviving Goa’s status as a serene and inviting destination,
where both visitors, locals and businesses can coexist harmoni-
ously by the sea,

Move to cancel licence of
guest house right step

tis leamt that a day after solving the gang rape of a mentally challenged

woman at Cansaulim, the Fatorda police reportedly moved the Tour-

ism Department for cancellation of trade licence of the guest house at
Cansaulim where the victim was sexually assaulted by five accused per-
sons. This is a step in the right direction as it will act as a deterrent for
such hormrific incidents taking place. According to the police, the guest
house at Cansaulim where the crime took place did not maintain any de-
tails of the accused nor their identities. It is leamt that one of the alleged
accused would often visit the guest house with various women and the de-
tails were never registered on the log book, It must be made mandatory
for guest houses to keep a record about the identities of the guests along
with the purpose of their visit, |l is pemnenl to note that there is a pro-
liferation of rental units ille tourist ac
The tourism department nees: 10 act against (hm ﬂlegal rental units as
it hurts the interest of legitimate hotels thereby causing loss of revenue to
the government.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Goa’s ‘taxi mafia’... and All That Jazz

Cab fares in Goa are also driven more by oversupply of vehicles
and local geography, which make return-trips next to impossible

The writer has
been a journalist
and commentates
as a Devil's
Advocate on Goan
j life

he other day, there was this inter-

esting online debate, which was

hard to avoid getting caught up in,
It started with a post which read “Taxi
Mafia v/s The People: Is a negotiated win-
win settlement possible?”

This post suggested that the solution to
the “problem” could be making a GTDC
(Goa Tourism Development Corporation)
taxi app go live in four months, Taxi un-
ions could be given the chance to operate
it. Besides Goa Miles and the proposed
GTDC taxi app, inviting other operators
like Ola and Uber to start services in Goa
from June onwards was suggested,

Someone narrated a recent experience
with Goa Miles. The service offered a
pickup from Mopa; but the driver want-
ed cash, though the payment was online,
He wanted money to pay for petrol, The
poster concluded that there seemed to be
some exploitation going an here,

Someone else pointed out: "The ar-
gument against the aggregators, is that
they are guilty of unfair trade practices
against their drivers, which in tum leads
to inefficient passenger services, with
drivers cancelling rides at the very last
moment, in order to fight for every extra
rupee they can potentially eam, Thereby
defeating the purpose of an app.”

Not long back, we would find the Goa
Miles a useful way of travelling in Goa,
especially at late hours or odd destina-
tions, Then, suddenly, these vehicles be-
came less ubiquitous, One could not find
their vehicles close by. 1t didn't work as
efficiently as earlier; correct me if wrong,

We are quick to blame the ‘taxi mafia’
for our woes. This issue came up recent-
ly, when vioggers and cyber influencers
pointed to the difficult traffic situation in
Goa, and costly taxi rates.

Yes, itis true that taxis are indeed cost
ly here, Taxis are out of reach to the lo-
cal population, and even visiting and
short-stay tourists find them prohibitive-
ly priced. But, neither are the taxi drivers
or owners making a quick buck. Quite
the contrary, The opposite is true,
are struggling to make a living, and this
shows up in their desperation.

The discussion moved on in different
directions. Why not opt for CNG (com-

Taxi fares in
Goa cannot be
like Mumbai's
because ot'he
population
and

geography
are simply not
. comparable

pressed natural gas) as fuel for taxis?
But it was quickly pointed out that,
in Goa, the cab fares are driven by de-
mand and not necessarily fuel pricing,
To my mind, cab fares in Goa are also
driven more by (i) oversupply of vehi-
cles (i) local geography, which make
retum-trips next to impossible,

Issues of "taxi availability’ and “taxi
utilisation” in Goa also appear to be
poorly understood.

The “idle-time’ of the taxis in Goa is
what pushes up their prices, They can’t
stay viable, leading to a very negative
experience overall for the passengers
(who feel severely overcharged, esp
when compared to other metro cities
which they are subconsciously com.
paring prices to).

Goa has a limited number of days to
its tourist ‘season’, The monsoons are
heavier now, In the summer months,
fewer of the now-declining foreign
tourists prefer to visit. The extended
monsoons are making it worse...

Someane asked: could our taxis not
focus on local passengers too? Why
should they depend on tourists alone?
Can't we then have taxi fares which are
more like Mumbai's?

Ah ha, that's where the reality begins
to bite....

Taxi fares in Goa cannot be like
Mumbai’s because the density of pop-
ulation and geography are simply not
comparable, Mumbai has a good hub-
and-spokes model, Local trains (even
if badly over-crowded), and now the
(limited-in-operation) metro, act as the
hub, The density of traffic justifies fre-
quent, and very late-night, trips too,

This only improves Mumbai's trans-
port efficiency further, Connectivity
grows, It's possible to reach almost any
place in Mumbai, during most hours
of the day and night, at very reasona-
ble rates; even if conditions are "cattle
class”™,

In Goa, taxis are too costly for most of
the local population. We think of using

a taxi only if we face a health emergen-
cy. Many have been pushed into own-
ing their own vehicles, at least a set of
two wheels,

The elephant in the room here is the
abysmal state of public transport over-
all in Goa, This affects both locals and
tourists, This columnist lives barely
kms from Panaji, but one can't depend
on public transport, On the other hand,
if like me you find the Panaji-Margao
route well covered, like me you would
possibly shift over to public transport
for that leg of the journeys,

As far as tourists go, their main pain-
point is the connections between the
airport and railway stations to their
place of stay, The Kadamba buses to
the airports are comfortable and rea-
sonably priced; but simply too few,
Likewise, the number of buses to Goa's
main train stations are simply too infre-
quent to cope with the deluge of people
landing by the daily trains,

In the past, shared yellow-and-black
taxis were available. There also were
the river-based transport and launch
link from Dona Paula to Mormugao..,
this gets spoken of once in away, in
some official plan, to be quickly forgot-
ten.

The share-taxi system used to work
well on the Panaji-Mapusa route dec-
ades ago, even when the Mandovi
bridge was down, People would find it
reasonably priced, and a quick option
to the buses,

Goa's transport problem needs to be
seen at different levels (i) connections
between main towns (ii) connections
from the main roads to smaller villages,
lying off major roads. Better transport
could make life here more efficient.

Or else, we can continue the blame
game, fault the “taxi mafia" and leave
the situation much like it is. It's no fun
arguing with a taxi driver, who proba-
bly feels he is badly sinking deeper into
debt, while struggling to feed a family.
Try it

THE INBOX »>

Let us give all the former
chief ministers their due

The controversy of MLA Venzy Viegas
comparing current Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant with the first chief minister of
liberated Goa DB Bandodkar, Is a waste
of time and futile. Bandodkar led Goa
post liberation amid a challenging time,
which saw transition from colonial
regime to civilian administration via

a regime led by military governor, He
accepted the verdict of the masses in
the Opinion Poll. Post the Opinion Poll,
the Assembly election saw Bandodkar
gaining a majority and forming the gov-
emment once again. This fact cannot be
overlooked as it proves that Bandodkar
was elected with a majority by the same
electorate which rejected his pro-merger
advances, Bandodkar contributed much
to Goa, especially in fields of infrastruc-
ture, education and social welfare, The
Agricultural Tenancy Act, 1964, alone

Is a shining example of his legacy, The
politicians of today must face the cur-
rent challenges and lead Goans to tide
over them. Let us give the former chief
ministers their due. We must assess
their governance but with an academic
perspective,
SADANAND RAIKAR, Colva
Demographic changes
will doom Goa we know

| travelled a few days backhome from
Bengaluru with my son.We managed to
get a berth in sleeper courtesy TC check-
er. However we noticed a rush in Hubli
and soon found the sleeper compart-
ment over filled like sardines, Subse-
quently my son entered into conversation
with a passenger and we were stunned
that a group of almost 12 to 15 people
which included about 4 fully burkha
clad women with kids had embarked
on the journey just to settle in Margao,

| felt since of late we hear a lot about
government not celebrating Opinion
poll and we Goans taking of Goa being

Housing projects with swimming pools waste water

Surely water should not be wasted but then if water resources
have to be protected, where is the logic of the Goa govemment

indiscr allowing issi

to housing projects particu-

larly with numerous swimming pools, etc many times being pur-
sued in violation of local/environmental laws including destruc-

tion of forests, trees, water bodies and hills, There are

ting audited annual financial reports,
whether funded by foreign contributions
or government agencies, Forcing all
NPOs, including those not covered under

ﬁr. Darpan conditions, to register is
unnectssary when discrepancies could
be Idennﬁed through existing audits.

complaints by concerned citizens on so many illegalities and
“blind™ approvals by the Goa government, TCP Ministry and Goa's
ministers strangely ignore the same. Recently there have been
conceming reports that have come out that Goa's ground water
is actually going down. Also it's well known that the crumbling
public infrastructure is responsible for so much water wastage,
leakage, Then there is the Mhadei issue where the Goa govern-
ment appears (in my view to be compromised!) and giving away
awinning case and not using its strengths; like for example noti-
fying the tiger reserve which can surely help Goa's case. | request
the Goa chief minister to address the water resource issue with
his own govemment, bureaucrats and municipality, panchayat,
ministers instead of advising Goans on how to save water.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

sold. | wonder if the national parties are
purposely doing this for 100 per cent
takeover of Goa. | am a old style Goan
whao voted for Opinion poll along with
my Catholic brothers and sisters from
Quepem to keep Goa identity. BJP has
allowed the demography of Goa to be
totally altered. The Muslim community
that constituted just about 1 per cent in
1961 has reached close to 20 per cent,
Migration to Goa needs to be controlled,

FRANCISCO BARETTO, Tilamol

NPO registration process on
Darpan portal cumbersome

The recent demand for mandatory reg-
Istration on the Darpan portal within 10
days, under the threat of account block-
ing, is causing undue stress for many
Non Profitable Organisations (NPOs). It
appears there is no clear directive from
the Income Tax Department imposing
such a tight deadline, leading to confu-
slon and potential harm to compliant
organizations. Many NPOs already fulfill
their obligations, such as submit.

the process on
the Darpan portal is excessively cumber-
some, It requires witness verification,
Aadhaar card submission, and an affida-
vit, making it overty bureaucratic. Simpli-
fying this process would save valuable
time and resources, allowing NPOs to
focus on their charitable missions rather
than navigating administrative hurdles,

NELSON LOPES, Chinchinim

Ensure that Goa does not

lose its quiet, clean charm
There has been much debate on dimin-
Ishing tourism and a decrease in high-end
foreign tourists, Goa has been a desti-
nation of choice for its old-world charm,
greenery, open space, unique culture
and a peaceful atmosphere, all of which
are disappearing. These were values
treasured earlier by foreign, as well as
many Indian tourists, who now are aban-
doning Goa for destinations In southeast
Asla. The tourism department and the
govemment should refrain from indulging
In mass conversion of land for residential
purposes, fancy ventures such as a rope-
way to Reis Magos, extended loud speak-
ertimings in certain areas, increasing jeep
tours to pristine reserves, all of which are
totally counter to what had earlier made
Goa attractive. Instead, they should focus
on maintaining cleanliness and curbing
noise pollution, The cities need better
parking facilities and improved traffic.
The charming heritage buildings should
be revived and preserved. Mega projects
that disrupt space and greenery should
be discouraged, Goan demography and
culture should be safeguarded. The aim
should be to ensure that Goa does not
lose its quiet charm, Don't clutter it.

S RAGHU KUMAR, Dona Poula
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Pakistan’s shift from Taliban

to regional realignment

NISHAKANT OJHA

Since the Taliban’s resurgence in 2021, South Asia has faced profound
geopolitical shifts, revealing Taliban fractures and amplifying extremist threats

mcc the Taliban’s resurgence in
in 2021, South Asia

SHAINY SHARMA

tpi that slow down to fashion designed

to fall apart after three wears, planned obsolescence is a multibi-

I lion-dollar indusiry where challenges are integral, not incidental. Today,
most people engage in shopping without much thought, but benealh the

has. experienced profound shifts
in its regional dynamics. What
initially appeared to be a strate-
gic victory for Pakistan has instead
revealed deep fractures within the
Taliban, the emergence of internal resis-

surface, a complex web of psychological tactics and strategic o

infiuences consumer behaviour.

This shopping by and retailers, is
designed to maximise profits by subtly manipulating purchasing deci-
sions. L these hidden jies can

to make more informed choices and resist ing.Of recent

unnecessary spending.
a Netfiix documentary BUY NOW! THE SHOPPING CONSPIRACY is gain-
nng its VIEWShID. for the film fascinates the ways and means by which

tance . and a growing threat
from extremist factions. These develop-
ments have forced Pakistan's mlgr
gnu: services, particularly the Inter-
rvices Intelligence (ISI), to recalibrate
their strategy.
Historically, the ISI concentrated its
support on the Southern Wing of the
:lrian (SWIN), a Pashtun-led faction.
However, recent chnnﬁm indicate a pivot

s by big
astrnmltutechﬂouy.tashnonmﬂe—conmemem;sme& There is
no denying that retallers and marketers refy on behavioural science and
data analytics to shape shopping environments. Every detail from the
layout of a store to the of products is meti designed
to influence decisi . For instance, supermarkets place essen-
tial items like milk and bread at the back of the store to ensure that shop-
pers pass by other tempting products, increasing the likefihood of impulse
purchases.

Eye-level shelves are reserved for the most profitable #ems, while prod-
ucts aimed at children are placed lower to capture their attention. Also,
psychological pricing, such as Rs 99 instead of 100, creates an illusion
of a deal. Similarly, discounts like “Buy One, Get One Free”; Limited-

toward Afghan-Wing
Intelligence Network (AWIN), which col-
laborates with non-Pashtun factions,
most notably the National Resistance
Front (NRF). This ion, led by Ahmad
Massoud, has Fal ined significant traction
in northern Afghanistan, challenging the
Taliban's hnliThm strategic shift by the
ISI has implications far beyond
Afghanistans Eordcrs influencing nc:{;dx
bouring countries such as India
Tajikistan, and Bangladesh. Pakistan’s
growing support for the NRF, coupled
with the recent visit of the ISI chief to
Bangladesh ligh zbrmdcnq,mn

time offers, and low-stock warnings often bulk

of items that might not be needed. They even create a fear of missing
out, prompting consumers to act quickly without fully considering their
needs. Music, lighting and even scents are carefully curated to evoke
emotions that encourage spending. For example, slow-tempo music can
make shoppers linger longer, increasing their exposure to more prod-
ucts. Today, many companies have started the concept of subscription
services to lock consumers into recurring payments, making it harder
to natice ongoing costs. Undoubtedly online shopping has elevated the

iracy to new heights. i track ing habits, purchase
history, and even time spent looking at specific items to create a high-
ly personalised shopping experience. While this can be convenient, @
uli o S

tailored to individual preferences. The only way to curb this problem is
by estabishing clear spending limits and sticking to them, regardless
of tempting offers.
Whether shopping in-store or onling, a list can help focus purchases on
what is genuinely needed. As an educated and aware customer, recog-
nise and understand common strategies used by refailers to manipu-
late decisions and avoid making impulsive purchases by giving time to
self-consider whether an item is necessary. Most impartantly, unsub-
scribing from marketing emails uses ad blockers to reduce exposure to
targeted advertisements and pay attention to emotions while shopping.
Itis important to know that every click, evuynmsemhsersam
for planned ion. The shopping i ights the extent
to which iour can be i by strategic manipu-
lation. By understanding the tactics employed by retaiers and staying
mindful of their effects, shoppers can regain conirol over their spend-
ing. d with this can make choices that
align with their needs and values, resisting the subtie pressures of a sys-
tem designed to encourage excess.

(The wniter is an educator; views are personal)

al ﬂulr:gy aimed at resl smg South
Asia’s security dynamics and diplomat-
ic alignments.

ISI's Strategic Shift: From SWIN to
AWIN

For decades, Pakistan’s policy in
Afghanistan has revolved around sup-
porting the Southern Wing of the Taliban
(SWIN), a predominantly Pashtun-cen-
tric faction. This alignment was rooted
in Pakistan’s desire to maintain influence
in Afghanistan while countering India’s
regional presence. Leaders like Mullah
Omar and Hibatullah Akhundzada
embodied the Taliban's Pashtun-domi-
nated lcadcnhlp aligning closely with
Pakistan's ideological and strategic objec-
tives. However, the Taliban’s return to
power in 2021 has not unfolded as
Pakistan had hoped. Instead of consoli-
dating power nnrrc stabilising Afghanistan,
the Taliban has struggled to govern effec-
tively. Its failure to establish an inclusive
government and address the growing
threat posed by ISIS-K (Islamic State
Khorasan), Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), and other extremist groups has
led to widespread instability.
Furthermore, resistance movements li
the NRE, lomgoscd of Tajiks, Uzbeks,
and Hazaras, have challenged Taliban
rule in northern Afghanistan, particular-
ly in the provinces of Panjshir,
Badakhshan and Takhar.
p to these d

Paklst.m has shifted its focus from
SWIN to AWIN, which prioritises
engagement with non-Pashtun factions
such as the NRE By supporting AWIN,
Pakistan is acknowledging that a fra
mented Afghanistan, dn'chd along clg
nic lines, could better serve its strat
interests than a centralised Taliban- cd
government, This approach also enables
Pakistan to counter India’ influence in
Afghanistan, as India has historically
allied with non-Pashtun factions, provid-
ing them with military, economic, and
diplomatic support.

e NRF and Non-Pashtun Resistance:
Pakistan's New Allies The National

Resistance Front (NRF), led by
Ahmad Massoud, has emerged as
the primary opposition to the
Taliban. Ahmad Massoud, the son
of the legendary Northern Alliance
leader \hm.ad ‘Shah Massoud, has
rallied Tajiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras
under the NRF banner. These eth-
nic groups have long been margin-
alised under the Talibans Pashtun-
dominated rule. The NRF's guer-
rilla warfare tactics have posed a
significant challenge to the Taliban,
particularly in  northern
Afghanistan.

THE Pakistan’s engagement with the
NRF through AWIN presents sev-

al adv . First, it weake:
TALIBAN'S 2 2t ot i
ves Pakistan’s f maintain-
RETURN TO ing leverage in Afghanistan.

Second, it ensures that Afghanistan

POWER IN remains politically fragmented,

preventing any single faction from

2021 HAS NOT dominating the region. This frag-

mentation allows Pakistan to exert

First, it seeks to counterbalance
Indias influence in the region.
Bangladesh, with its strategic loca-
tion in South Asia and its growing
economic importance, is a key
player in regional geopolitics.
Sm:nglhcmf ties with Dhaka
could provide Pakistan with a
valuable 1llv in its broader region-
al strat

Second, Pakistan is likely seeking

o -

navigate this complex landscape,
India will need to carefully balance
its engagement with Afghan resis-
tance movements while avoiding
actions that could escalate tensions
with Pakistan.

Tajikistan’s involvement in
Afghanistan’s evolving dynamics is
significant due to its strong ethnic,
cultural, and linguistic ties with
Afghanistan’s Tajik pupulauon

cooperation with Bangladesh on
counterterrorism efforts. The rise
of extremist gmu{\s like ISIS-K and
the TTP in A ses 4

Tajikistan has ¢ y opposed
Taliban rule, citing LOani over
the marginalisation of Tajiks and
the d lising effects of Taliban

threat not only to Pakistan but also
to neighboring countries, includ-
ing Bangladesh. The ISI's interest
in intelligence-sharing and coun-
terterrorism collaboration reflects
a recognition of these shared secu-
rity concerns.

Finally, the visit signals Pakistans
broader strategic aims in South
Asia. By engaging with Bangladesh,
Pakistan 1 may b be seeking to secure

UNFOLDED AS influence over multiple stakehol

ers, including the NRF, which

PAKISTAN (v ey tan he Tuiban b
HAD HOPED.
INSTEAD OF hassuEpom:dmm Pashmngmups

However, this strategy is fraught
with risks. The NRF has historical-
Iy been aligned with India, which

a ¢ position in
anticipation of further instability in
Afghanistan. Bangladeshs strategic
location near the Bay of Bengal and
its potential role in regional secu-
rity frameworks make it an impor-
tant partner for Pakistan's evolving

slulcp

CONSOL'DAT— © Pafxstans mﬂucnn.c If lndupu

ceives Pakistan’s engagement with

ING POWER the NRF as a threat to its interests,

it could escalate tensions in the

AND Bangladesh: The ISI Chief's Visit

d Its Implications: Anothes
STABILIZING Signicican development in this

volvi ional is th
AFGHANISTAN recent vici of the 151 chief to

gladesh. This visit underscores

Bany
THE TALIBAN Pakistan's intent to strengthen ties

with Bangladesh at a time when
HAS South Asia’s geopolitical landscape
is in flux. While Bangladesh has

STRU GG LE D traditionally mafntg.lm:d apolicy ql

non-interference in Afghanistan’s

mecdnncom ia Mghmisints
TO GOVERN. siyinthe regon has implcations

for its ows ity. Pakistan's out-
EFFECTIVELY reach to Bangiadesh serves mli

ple purposes.

India’ gic Calculus: India,
asa dummam power in South Asia,
has a vested interest in
'shamst:ms stability. Historically,
ia has suﬁp(mcd non-Pashtun
Northern Alliance
and cNRF providing them with
military and economic aid. India’s
objectives in Afghanistan are
twofold: countering Pakistan’s
influence and preventing the
region from becoming a haven for
terrorism. The ISI's shift toward
supporting the NRF complicates
Indias st calculations. On the
one hand, this development aligns
with India's hmuuj support for
non-Pashtun factions.
On the other hand, Pakistan’s
involvement in the NRF could
undermine Indigs influence over
the group and create new chal-
lenges for its regional strategy. To

policies on its borders. As a result,
Tajikistan has become a key sup-
rter of the NRF, providing it with
roisuul and political backing.
istan’s engagement with the
NRF through AWIN creates an
opportunity for cooperation with
Tajikistan. Both countries share an
interest in countering the Taliban
and preventing Afghanistan from
becoming a breeding ground for
extremist gmul:;l. However,
Tajikistan must balance this coop-
eration with its relationships with
other regional powers, including
Russia and China, which have
their own stakes in Afghanistan’s
stability.
The evolving situation in
Afghanistan is reshaping the strate-
gic landscape of South Asia.
Pakistans shift from supportin,
SWIN to engaging with AWIN
the NRF reflects a broader rec
bration of its regional strategy. This
u};fmach aims to weaken the
Taliban, counter India’s influence,
and maintain Pakistan's leverage in
Afghanistan’s fractured political
environment. For countries like
India, Tajikistan, and Bangladesh,
these changes present both oppor-
tunities and challenges. Each
nation must navigate the complex-
ities of Afghanistan’s internal pol-
itics, the shifting allegiances of var-
ious factions, and the broader
geopolitical com dptmmn between
Paklslan and In
(The writer is a leading authority
on geopolitics and counter terror-
ism, views are personal)

Quick commerce and the promise of India’s evolving e-commerce
India stands at the cusp of a retail revolution, driven by the rapid ascent of Quick Commerce and the evolving e-commerce landscape

n this new-age era, India is
transitioning rapidly to a
faster delivery model
known as Quick Commerce
(Q-Commerce).
Given Indids massive popula-
tion, it is unsurprising to wit-
ness an annual grot
up to 300 per cent in Q-
Commerce, a subset of the
burgeoning e-commerce sec-
tor. Unlike traditional e-com-
merce, Q-Commerce focuses
on meeting daily consumer
needs, making its astronomi-
cal growth remarkable as it
started from scratch.
The sc.lmlcss experience
UL«: y younger consumers
has been a key gmmh driver
for this industry. Even special-
ity retailers like Sangeetha
have innovatively combined
physical stores with quick

rate of

SUBHASH CHANDRA

commerce to deliver electron-
ic gadgets such as mobile
phones, laptops, and other
devices in record time. This
model, however, requires fur-
ther development to include
non-banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs), enabling easier
purchasing options for high-
value items like electronics.
Integrating NBFCs into this
ecosystem would provide
value-added services that

could drive growth across the
retail sector as a whole.

that they should neither
manipulate nor unduly influ-
ence ¢ choices.

India has been deliberating on
an e-commerce policy since
2018. However, progress has
been slow, with several delays.
In 2019, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
released a draft national e-
commerce policy after exten-
sive discussions with industry
stakeholders. Yet, with the

Additionally, he underlined
the need for authenticity in
online ratings and reviews,
ensuring they reflect genuine
customer  experiences.
Misleading advertisements on
e-commerce platforms were
also identified as a pressing
concern, vmh calls for their
in trust

indus\i g a para-
digm shift, the wait for this
policy has become too long.
In August 2024, Union
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal assured
that the policy would be
announced soon, highlighting
critical issues it aims to
addrcsx The minister stressed

and lnu:gm’v in the digital
marketplace.

With the budget session
approaching, there is an
opportunity to address these
long-pending policy issues.
While discussions on the draft
e-commerce policy have
almost mn(lucad the final

e
;) in algnmhms u\cd on
online platforms, emph

I awaits approval.
chons suggest that the ov
ernment is finalising the

8

ne

e-commerce policy, and the
industry hopes it will be intro-
duced during the budget ses-

sion. Parliamentary discus
sions could make the policy
more robust, fostering a win-
win situation for all stakehold-
ers.The new policy is expect-
ed to strike a balance between
protecting small businesses

and sup{mting large e-com-
merce platforms. Creating a
regulatory environment con-
ducive to growth would not

only safeguard domestic entre-
preneurs but also promote
‘Make in India" initi A

enable accurate predictions of
arder patterns, improve ddn

well-structured policy would
encourage innovation and
competition while ensuring
consumer interests remain a
priority.

Both e-commerce and Q
Commerce are redefining the
way consumers shop, albeit
with distinct approaches. E-
commerce prioritises variety
and cost-effectiveness, while
Q-Commerce emphasises
speed and convenience. The
evolution of these models
highlights the need for busi-
nesses to balance customer sat-
isfaction, operational efficien-
cy, and sustainability. The
retail sector’s adoption of cut-
ting-edge has played a pivotal
role in op(umsmg bu.nncss

New technologi

ery lines, a

inventory management, there-
by enhancing overall business
cfhurnq

This tech-driven optimisation
is expected to dominate com-
merce in the years to come. As
e-commerce and Q-
Commerce continue to evolve,
the focus will be on delivering
a seamless and quick experi-
ence to  consumers.
Companies that excel in pro-
viding instant gratification
through efficient delivery sys-
tems, innovative business
models, and advanced tech-
nologies will gain a competi-
tive edge in this fast-paced
industry. The government has
apivotal role to play in foster-
ing an environment w here
can thrive. A robust

P

e-commerce policy, intro-
duced durin, lﬁc budget ses-
sion, would asdn:\s longstand-
ing industry challenges and set
the stage for sustainable
growth.

By ensuring transparency,
authenticity, and fair prac-
tices, the policy can ‘msulP
fidence among consumers and
businesses alike. The industry’s

expectations from the upcom-
i budget are high.
Stakeholders hope for a poli-

cy framework that nurtures
innovation, encourages invest-
ment, and supports small and
medium enterprises while

holding larger players account-

able for ethical practices.

(The writer Chairman and
Managing Director of
Sangeetha Speciaity Retail
Chain. Views expressed are
personal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Safeguarding data

By emphasising informed consent, data security and accountability,

the proposed guidelines seck to balance innovation with regulation

ndia has made a landmark move toward establishing a robust data protection frame-
work with the release of the draft Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025. This
follows the passage of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, by Parfiament
in August 2023. While the Act is yet to be lmplememed the draft rules provide a glimpse

into the

system for

| data in the digital

age. The draft rules emphasise transpamncy particulany In mandamry notice require-
ments to ensure individuals, referred to as data principals, are well-informed before con-
senting to the collection and processing of their data. These notices must be stand-
alone documents, free from being buried in terms of use or privacy policies. By allow-
ing flexibility in their format, the rules aim to strike a balance between clarity and prac-
ficality, enabling organisations to provide meaningful notices without undue rigidity. Another
critical element is the obligation on data fiduciaries to implement reasonable security

safeguards to protect personal data. While baseline

define what c

are outlined, b
ibility to tailor these safeguards to their specific con-
texts, avoiding a one-size-fits-all approach.

In the event of data breaches, fiduciaries must notify
affected individuals and the Data Protection Board of
India. However, the rules lack clarity on notification ime-
lines, requiring disclosure ‘without dehy but failing to

are given the fiex-

The

dual-stage nofification process, involving an initial report
followed by a detalled submission within 72 hours, may
pose practical challenges in meeting such requirements.
Retention of personal data is another area of focus.

The draft advocates for data erasure once the purpose of processing is fulfilled. However,
prescribed retention periods are limited to specific entities such as large e-commerce
platforms and social media intermediaries, leaving others to set their own timelines. This
selective approach may create inconsistencies in compliance practices. Provisions for

cross-border data transfers add complexity by

data to

jurisdictions identified by the Indian government. This requtremen! introduces addition-
al compliance steps for organisations but leaves questions about handling existing data
in restricted jurisdictions. The concept of consent managers, infroduced in the Act, is
further elaborated in the draft rules. These intermediaries will help individuals manage
their data rights through interoperable platforms, potentially simplifying compliance for
businesses but also increasing operational costs. Despite its progressive stance, the
draft has drawn criticism for perceived vagueness and delayed release. Concems include
the overreach of localisation mandates, ambiguous provisions for minors' data protec-
tion, and the practical difficulties of verifying parental consent. While challenges remain,
the draft rules represent a significant step toward aligning India's data protection frame-

work with global standards.

[Indian Railways

Connecting

India and driving progress

GOURAV VALLABH

With a focus on reducing costs, increasing speed and expanding
logistics, Indian Railways drives India’s progress and unity

very journey by train
across India tells a story
of the destinations
reached and the people
brought together to
bridge gaps that geography and
society once created. Indian
Railways has a rich legacy that has
been around for more than 170
years, with its recognition as the
fourth-largest railway network in
the world.
Of late, two large projects have
F‘iuud the country’s attention,
ecting the transformative
vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership. He
inaugurated the Jammu Division,
which addresses a long-standing
demand and precedes the first
direct train service to Kashmir in
six decades. This will be the 70th
railway division of the Indian
Railways and the 6th under
\nrlhrrn Railways, all set to
ise this region’s economy

d fulfil a cherished dream of

scamlc\s connectivity.

Equally important was the foun-
dation stone he laid for the head-
quarters of the newly created
South Coast Railway Zone. This
18th zone would unleash a new
trade, agriculture and tourism era,
breathing fresh life into the local
economy. Together, these achieve-
ments underscore Indian
Railways' role as a mode of trans-
portation and a driver of growth
and national unity.

The recent decisions align with
the 2015 Railway Reforms report
by economist Bibek Debroy,
which recommended empower-
ing field officers, General
\hnagux and Divisional Railway

Towists take a beal ride on Ganga river, in Varanasi

Ll

The government has
m\plcmcmcd most of these sug-
gestions, including creating a
new division and zone to enhance
lhc rnlways competitiveness.

itionally, i ives like Vande

While celebrating current
achievements, it’s essential to
identify potential obstacles
ahead to maintain and accel-

erate momentum. Potential
obstacles to growing at a faster
rate require working simulta-

neously on increasing Share,
Speed and reducing Service
charges. Primarily 3 S Strategy.
The first and foremost thing
that Indian Railways should do
is to reduce Service charges
(Logistics Costs). According to
the Economic Survey 2022-23,
the current logistics costs in
India are in the range of ISAL Lﬂ
per cent of GDP against a glol

al benchmark of 8 per cent.
While India has jumped up the
rankings on the World Bank’s
Logistics Performance Index
from 54 in 2014 to 44 in 2018
and up to 38 in 2023, there
remains a competitive gap of
almost $300 billion (Rs 26 lakh
crore). This is a significant
as India has

Bharat trains and the KAVACH
safety system focus on integrat-
ing technology. The establishment
of Gati bha)ﬁ Vishwavidyalaya
and the creation of the ‘Rashtriya
Rail Sanraksha Kosh' (RRSK) on
April 1,2017, address safety con-
cerns, with a funding commit
ment of Rs 1 lakh crare for five
years, recently extended with an
additional Rs 45,000 crores for
2022-23. Indian Railways is pro-
Frcsung rapidly, but even power-
ul engines encounter challenges
that require careful navigation.

moved up six places from
44th in 2018 and 16 places
from 54th in 2014. Indian
Railways has taken commend-
able strides in this direction
through track electrification,
improvement in digital logis-
tics systems, and enhance-
ment of freight handling.

Building on these, there is a
need for a time-bound plan to
reduce logistics costs further.
The key measures include
increasing the share of rail in
transporting bulk commodi-

WITH A GREATER

ties, expanding terminal
capacities, and ensuring last-
mile connectivity efficiently. A
policy to protect freight cus-
tomers from cross-subsidisa-

|

ative relentlessly. While Indian
Railways has done a com-
mendable job modernising
freight terminals and expand-
’msl its freight network, there is

tion and improve
cost efficiency will also be piv-
otal in achieving global stan-
dards. The average speed of
trains, both passenger and
freight, is an area where Indian
Railways has seen some suc-
cess and has the potential for
huge further improvement.

The average speed of superfast

FOCUS ON TERMINAL  trainsin India is 55 knvhr, s
nificantly lower than global

INFRASTRUCTURE  benchmarks.
Wh i foc: O i-
AND CAPACITY, THIS n_;‘,n“,,ﬁspid,:f;{,,":“;,,ﬂ:’g;_
SPEED COULD ity this 5 could immedi-
ely increase by 7 km/hr.
IMMEDIATELY - On'he e, the e
INCREASE BY o i ecorde at 25 kamihe
7T 10 KIWHR. vt i
ON THE OTHER  peed of 13-15 kmihr due to
HAND, THE AVERAGE 751 o the citeioncy of
SPEED OF B00DS opemt e o tveacs
TRAINS rfl'm:ls should_ made l.r;
IS O ALY e s oy
RECORDED increasing their Txpamv and
AT 25 KMHR  sotumcs o vense st

Finally, to increase the share of
railways in the country’s I?)s

tics, which currently stands at
around 27 per cent, it is essen-
tial to pursue a strategic imper-

room for imp to
make rail transport the pre-
ferred choice for logistics.
Pricing must be competitive;
rail freight charges should
consistently remain cost-effec-
tive compared to road trans-
peort. Continuous investment
in terminal improvements,
enhancing customer experi-
ences, and implementing cus-
tomer-friendly policies will
enable Indian Railways to fur-
ther contribute to national

gli(l(&
ese initiatives position rail
transport as the comerstone of
Indias logistics ecosystem, fos-
tering sustainable economic
growth. Modernising infra-
structure and safety systems
and introducing advanced
trains have transformed the
railways into a key driver of
connectivity and logistics in
India. As it embraces change,
Indian Railways must focus on
increasing its Share in the
country's logistics movement,
that too with higher Speed and
lower Service cost (3 §
Strategy). Doing so can contin-
ue connecting dreams and
people like never before.
(The writer professor of
finance -XLRI Xavier School
of Management and BJP
leader; views are personal)

The transformative power of sports

in shaping industries and careers

CARLOS DIEZ DE LA
LASTR

Sports tourism is projected to reach $1.33 trillion by 2032. This statistics
underscore the immense career potential within this dynamic industry

eflecting on the last
Rz‘cars defining
noments, it becomes

evident that many are rooted
in the realm of sports. From
global events like the Paris
Olympics and UEFA Euro
2024 in Germany to recurring
spectacles such as the Tour de
France, FIFA World Cup, and
weekly Formula 1 and
MotoGP Grand Prix races,
rts continue to drive trav-
, tourism, and consumer
spending on an unprecedent-
ed scale.
The economic significance of
sports is staggering.
According to the Sports
Global Market Report 2024,
the global sports market is
expected to grow from $480
billion in 2023 to over $500
billion in 2024, reflecting an
annual growth rate of 5.6 per
cent. Sg::rs tourism, a rapid-
lyex segment, is
dcsa to rxcm.u mmn
{:)' 2032, fueled by a com-
pound annual growth rate of
IO‘EI cent. These statistics
rscore not only the uni-
versal allure of sports but also
the immense career potential
within this dynamic industry.
This growth signals a shift in
how organisations engage
fans and stakeholders. Today,

rms businesses focus on
livering curated, immersive,
and unforgettable experiences
that leave a lasting impression.
Success is increasingly defined
by an arganisations ability to
craft these experiences, which
has become a cornerstone of
the industry's evolution.
‘This transformation is mir-
rored in the ambitions of
students and alumni. Many
are venturing into sports-
related careers, with graduates
influencing the future of
major organisations like FIFA,
Formula 1, Nike, and the
International  Olympic
Committee. This trend high-
lights a growing demand for
professionals adept at blend-
ing hospitality and business
acumen to create seamless,
high-quality experiences for
fans, athletes, and stakehold
ers.

The cxpnndmg scope of hos-
pitality has also reshaped its
role in the sports sector.
Hospitality is no longer con-
fined to hotels and restau-
rants; it now encompasses the
design and management of
memorable experiences
across diverse contexts.
Whether managing VIP
suites at global tournaments,
ensuring scamless fan jour-
neys, or crafting luxury trav-
el packages for sports tourism,
itality principles are inte-
gral to the sports industry's
success.
To meet these emergin,
needs, Les Roches introduc
a specialised programme in
sports business management
and sports tourism. This four-
year degree equips candi-
dates, athletes and enthusiasts
with the skills to excel in this
competitive industry. The

curriculum covers sustain-
ability in sports operations,
digital transformation and
experiential marketing cam-
paigns, preparing graduates to
thrive in an evolving global
landscay
The spnrh industry is a gate-
way to talent and leadership,
with a growing demand for
professionals who can inno-
vate, adapt, and lead.
LinkedIn reports a 23 per cent
increase in ,Ehhal sports man-
agement job postings in 2023,
with Europe, North America,
and the West Asia driving this
demand. This reflects a
broader shift in the industry’s
emphasis on resilience, cre-
ativity and excellence.
Looking ahead, the synergy
between sports and hospital-
ity will deepen, propelled by
sustainability, digital transfor-
mation, and inclusivity.
Success in this field requires
blending passion with inno-
vation, excellence, and the art
of crafting impactful experi-
ences. Itis time to nurture the
next generation of leaders,
empowering them to leave a
legacy in the ever-evolving
worlds of sports and hospital-
ity.

! (The writer is CEO de Les

Roches; views are personal)

LETTERS A C R CTHCTRT
WEF wams of recession

US DEPORTS ILLEGAL MIGRANTS
Madam —Apropos of the front page
news ‘MEA Jaishankar talks deportation
of Indians in US), the malaise lies deep
in how illegal immigration to the US,
Europe, and other countries was
manoeuvred for decades, not just from
India but several other countries. Since
the deportation of illegal immigrants
will cost the US equal to or more than
their GDP, and their business and
industry will be left high and dry, their
foreign ministries, consulates, and visa
authorities should investigate their
roles. Beyond doubt, the illegal immi-
grants should return and contribute to
our country’s progress, business, indus-
try, and service sector, but the game
behind it is murkier.
Without addressing the menace of the
illegal pigeons ﬂym%’ out to the US,
Canada, and Europe, besides Australia,
etc., their Ghar Wapasi is incomplete.
The role of smaller airlines outside
India, whose flights are booked in their
entirety by the unscrupulous traffickers
and used for flying out such illegal
lmmlgramh nccds |nvcihgalmn India
stands to gain if they are deported back.
Donald Trump has taken up this issue
in the larger interest of the US, but it is
in the much larger interest of India,
which has huge opportunities in educa-
tion, business, and industry, and we are
helplessly losing our young generation
at the hands of illegal human traffick-
ers. There is colossal corruption at mul-
tiple levels in illegal immigration from
India, in which the consulates of foreign
countries and airlines are also involved
neck deep. The unnecessary craze for
greener pastures in the US, Europe, etc.
should end as the slave life with all
uncertainties of jobs and survival is
question-marked.

Vinod Johri | Delhi

MOBILE PHONES IN JAILS

Madam — The use of mobile phones is
jails is only a part of the larger problem
of how well Enuwn gangsters operate

n the it scenario, the warning
Illsucd y the World Economic Forum
(WEF) not only raises mna:m but
also inspires usto lﬁ ly and work
towards a positive dlrmmu he forum
has dearly stated that crises like econom-

and lay the foundation for a stronger
fulnrt To address factionalism and
litical instability, nations must set
nsi their differences and adopt a coor-
dinated approach. Shared solutions and
collaborative efforts are the only sustain-
able answers to these crises. Data from
the forum indicates a 370 per cent
increase in factionalism since 2017.
This alarming statistic serves as a
reminder that without dialogue and col-
lective leadership, the future cannot be
secured. When nations prioritise green
energy, technological innovation, and
humn welfare, ﬂrn:nll pave the way for
ed world. The

ic ions and fac lism can prove
to be more devastating than COVID-19
and the 2008 financial crisis. Yet, hlddm
within these challenges lies an

nity-an opportunity to build glol

form jails. The recent case of Lawrence
Bishnoi exemplifies how the jail is
used as headquarters of a well known
criminal boss. Corruption in India has
percolated to every nook and corner of
society and jails are no exception. It
would not be an exaggeration to say that
jails have become like resorts for the top
criminals.
Blaming the telecom companies for
their failure to find the mechanism for
monitoring the calls is only trying to
pass the buck. The jail authorities need
to explain how the gangsters were able
to access mobile phones in the first
place. All this cannot happen without
the connivance of the jail authorities at
the highest levels. The failure of govern-
ments to take stringent actions against
the wardens on the point raises suspi-
cions of an understanding between the
political leadership of the state and the
police. While the police and the politi-
cians, along with the criminals, play
their games, it is the common people
who continue to suffer!

Anthony Henriques | Mumbai

umty

chall facing humanity can be trans-
mmo op) nunm:sy through part-
nership and collaboration.

Jayanthy Ramani | Coimbatore

REGULATE AIRFARES
Madam — The airlines have skyrock-
eted their airfares from Delhi to
Pra{;agrai exponentially, exploiting the
rush situation of the ‘MahaKumbh'
mela to their advantage, which is total-
ly an unethical practice that amounts
to Slaying with the religious emotions
faith of commuters.

Ihc Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) should come down
heavily on them and rationalise the
fares, not only on p:r:r but also effec-
tively on the ground. A similar situa-
tion was created recently during the
Punjab bandh when the Chandigarh-
Delhi airfare shot up to fleece the pas-
sengers. A bill needs to be passed by the
union government to control the fares
of all the airlines in order to prevent
them from cxplomnithc emergent cri-
sis in the interest of the welfare of every
citizen.

RS Narula | Patiala

Send your feedback fo:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Govt must compensate those wrongfully arrested

man who was at first wrongly
Ademified as Saif Alli Khan's

attacker has seen his life up-
ended since that day, even though
declared innocent, with the police
claiming they have caught the real
attacker who is a Bangladeshi.

This unfortunate man was de-
tained from a train in Chhattisgarh
but was then let off. He claims his
life has gone for a complete toss,
with him losing his job and even his
proposed marriage being called off.

This is a huge tragedy for the man,

whose claims if they have merit, must
be compensated by the police or the
state government. First of all, the
police must issue a clarification that
this is not the man at all, and then,
the government needs to intervene
and give a job.

It also shows that the police have
erred hugely in letting the identi-
ty of a suspect get leaked. That is a
complete and gross neglect, for this
alone, this man needs monetary
compensation.

This is also one of the reasons why

there is a trust deficit between the
public and the police. People simply
do not trust the police to keep their
identities hidden for any reason.

Here, of course, is a case of mis-
taken identity. Even whistleblow-
ers fear compromise as there is a
trust deficit when it comes to giv-
ing information to the police. So
many people simply do not believe
our cops when they say that if they
come in and give information, they
remain anonymous.

The police need to keep the ‘sus-
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THOUGHT  Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice

FOR THE DAY

pect’ identity absolutely secret.
In today's world where a click of
a button can send news spinning
across the world, where time spans
to check credibility or double-check
are incredibly short, or next to noth-
ing, this is absolutely essential and
non-negotiable.

It takes a lifetime or years to build
areputation or keep aclean slate and
asecond, one error, which is no fault
of yours, can change that.

This is the case here and deserv-
ing of compensation.

When enough is really too much

7e,

|.M.H.0

CY Gopinath

toothpaste enters my head in

the morning. It pops up after
I stumble to the bathroom, eyes
wide shut, find my toothbrush, and
squeeze out the toothpaste. It slides
out like a sweet, white, chubby slug
with red stripes, that cheerful blob
shape made famous by millions of
TVspots. The question also slides out
around then, shortand sweet like the
blob— Do I need so much?

People normally don't waste time
on such trivial matters. Toothpaste
is a passing blip in the day, and who
cares if you squeeze out a little more
or less? It tastes zesty, your mouth
zings afterward and you're off to a
great start. | would have moved on,
but the caffeine jolt I got next remind-
ed me of two of life’s guiding princi-
ples—Never let a good question go
unanswered; and Details matter.

So | ask you, again—Iis the 2-25
cm or about 1.2 mi of toothpaste you
squeeze out daily really overkill?
Have you turned into a toothpaste
glutton? Here's what | found —

How much toothpaste you use de-
pends on how many teeth you have
and how big they are, which brings
us to your age. According to celeb-
rity dentists Drs Chetan and Shalini
Pradhan, asmear of toothpaste about
the size of a grain of rice is sufficient
for children under 3. For kids be-
tween 3 and 6, a small pea of tooth-
paste is quite enough. For everyone
else, a ribbon of toothpaste 1-1.5 cm,
or about 0.25 ml, pushed between the
bristles to prevent it from getting dis-
lodged, is more than enough.

So—we're all using just a little
more toothpaste than we need? So
what? What's my point here?

Let's do some math using a pop-
ular brand, let's say, Colgate Total
Advance, which you can get from
Flipkart in a standard 120 gm tube or
about 92.3 ml for 2210.

Squeezing out a fat dollop of 1.2

Somﬂimes a question about

The views expressed in this column are the individual’s and don't represent those of the paper

We live lives of too much. Too many clothes, too many shoes,
more food than we can eat—and five times more toothpaste
than we need. And there’s a price

Through the lens of sufficiency, nearly everything around us turns out to be excessive,
often by strategy. ILLUSTRATION BY CY GOPINATH USING Al

ml each time would give you about
77 brushings, or about five weeks of
use if you brush twice daily. Each
brushing would cost about 2.70.
You'd buy about 10 tubes a year, an
annual spend of 12100.

If you followed the dentists” advice
and carefully squeezed our only 0.25
ml, a ribbon about 1.5 cm long, you
would get dramatically more brush-
ings—369, or about 26 weeks of use.
You'd spend a mere 1420 a year on
toothpaste. That’s two tubes a year
instead of 10.

The bottom line: by overusing
toothpaste unthinkingly, you are
spending 11680 more on just this one
product. That money is going to the
toothpaste company.

Which brings me to the sneaky
part—it's in nobody’s interest to tell
you how much toothpaste you need
for a good brushing. In the TV ads, you
saw that fat sweet dollop and assumed
that was how much you should use—
and no one told you otherwise. With
millions of toothpaste users pumping
out a smidgeon more than they need
every time, the toothpaste company is
laughing all the way to the bank.

It’s in the toothpaste manufactur-
er's commercial interest to subtly
encourage you to use more than you

need. The net sales of just one com-
pany, Colgate-Palmolive, grew by 8.8
per cent in the year ending March
2024, equivalent to an additional
%456.3 crore, with its toothpaste
range growing in double digits.

The answer to my question—Do [
need so much?— is apparently no.

Let’s go wider. No one tells you how
much shampoo is sufficient, or body
wash, hand sanitiser or dish soap.
Here's the downlow—

For most hair types, you need
a coin-sized amount of shampoo,
about 2-3 ml. Most people use a palm-
ful: 10-20 ml.

One or two pumps of body wash,
or 3-5 ml, is enough for a full body
bath. People joyously pump out 3 to
5 glops or between 10 and 15 ml. Oh,
and it doesn’t have to lather.

You don't need more than a fat
drop of hand sanitiser, about 0.5 ml
People use 2-3 ml, or 2-3 pumps.

Most dishes don't need more than
a drop or two of detergent—not the
exuberant 5-10 ml you squirt out.

The minuscule extra amounts
of toiletries we deal ourselves are
enriching corporate coffers while
draining significant thousands from
your pocket.

Let's talk about Bombai

Click the QR code above to join my
WhatsApp group to share your Bom-
bai stories for my book—and perhaps
answer some of my Bombai questions.

Through the lens of sufficiency,
nearly everything around us turns
out to be excessive, often by strat-
egy. The water tap, for example,
is designed to offer no resistance;
one twist and it's gushing out in
full force, even if all you're washing
is a teaspoon. The sooner you run
out of water, the earlier you'll need
the well-water supplier's truck. We
live lives of too much—too many
clothes we don’t wear, way too many
shoes and sandals, and more food
than we can eat.

Ask yourself the ‘enough’ question
and the answers may change your
life. Do you need three meals a day?
Eight glasses of water? 10,000 steps?
Eight hours of sleep? Once you start
interrogating the numbers and quan-
tities we follow unthinkingly, some-
thing remarkable happens.

Life becomes simpler, more ele-
gant—and ineffably richer.

You can reach C'Y Gopinath
at cygopi@gmail. com

Send your feedback to
mailbag@mid-day.com
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American Baptist minister and activist

here — Martin Luther King Jr,

LETTERS

Al should be used to

avoid wrongful arrests
Apropos of "Saif attack: Have cops
got the wrong man?’, outdated
CCTV cameras should be replaced
with HD devices to avoid hazy
footage and wrongful arrests.
Artificial intelligence must be used
to enhance evidence in the Saif Ali
Khan assault case.

IQBAL GILANI MANSURI

Compensate man who
was wrongly charged
Haste leads to mistakes. The
cops must make use of footage
from functional CCTVs, artist's
impressions and dogs. Wrongly
charging an innocent person is
unfair; he must be compensated
and the real culprit identified.
PETER CASTELLINO

Forget Saif case; there
are bigger issues at hand
This refers to ‘Borivlikars on edge
after series of housebreakings'
(January 25). When will
discussions about Saif's attack
and perpetrator end? The police
are investigating the matter, and
the truth will emerge eventually.
Crimes occur daily in Mumbai;
let's focus on bigger issues.
MAYA HEMANT BHATKAR

Improve public transport
for benefit of commuters

Apropos of ‘From Feb 1, auto taxi
base fare to rise by 13' (January
25), the steep hike in taxi and
auto fares is unjustified, making
these modes of transportation
unaffordable for many. The
government should enhance
public transport to provide better
alternatives for Mumbaikars.

S N KABRA
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TH1s WORD MEANS
LEZIM

Maharashtrian folk dance at the centre of controversy
involving Vicky Kaushal's new Bollywood film

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAL JANUARY 27

ASCENE from the trailer of the upcoming
Bollywood film Chhava, based on the life
of Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, has led to controversy in
Maharashtra. Actor Vicky Kaushal, who
portrays the king, is seen performing the
Lezim dance alongside actress Rashmika
Mandanna, who plays Sambhaji’'s wife

iin the film. Ct i

Sambhaji Maharaj (1657-1689) was the
sonof Ch ivagi Maharaj( 1630-

AlLezim performance during a
cultural program in Pune,
Maharashtra. Al Horizon

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, JANUARY 28,2025

EXPLAINED

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHL JANUARY 27

INDIAAND d

maritime security, health, traditional medi-

cine, culture, and digital cooperation on

Saturday as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
resident P b

1680), the founder of the Maratha empire.

What about?

panied by an akhada, which is "a party of

Chhatrapati Sambhajiraje, a descen-
dant of the king and a former Rajya Sabha
MP uhpnedtomedcpamudqm

l‘llmnukers.m wdayMaMnshms
Minister for Industries & Marathi
Language, Uday Samant, said in a post on
X, "Itis amatterof joy that a Hindi film is
being made based on the life of
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the pro-

of physical skill”, Today, Lezim has “be-
come part and parcel of physical educa-
tion drill in all schools and colleges” inthe
state, she wrote.

“Lezim, asmall malet,is made of athin

which clash and produce a sonorous
sound when swinging, Lezim is as mucha
rigorous physical exercise, a drill, as a
dance: the formations are in twos and

tector of religion and freedom... Our posi-  fours and sometimes even a circle. The
tion is that this film should not be re-  dance is ied by a dhol or dhalgi
first showing it to expe: (small dhol). There are no wind or string

andk people. i ingi
mmldqwﬁinsdimrlnnm unommmmm but of
Utekar,. late, " she said.
man Sena chief Raj Thackeray, said the anmntham

scene would be removed. “We thought of

s a 20-year-old. It was obvious
that hl'*had played the Lezim dance. And
why not? Lezim is a part of Maratha culture.
Itis just our traditional dance, But, if any-
one is hurt by those dance moves or Lezim

squatting and jumping, form an intrinsic
part of the dance. The drum beat usua!(y
starts ataslower,

had their summit meeting in New Delhi's
Hyderabad House,

In the 75 years betwun Indonesia’s first
President Tesident P
ingthe Chief Guest at India’s Republic Day cel-
d:rauqn. the relationship between the two

After starting on a high in the late 1940s
on the back of a common commitment
against imperialism and shared democratic
principles, ties were strained in the 1960s as
Indonesia cosied up to China and Pakistan.

Relations improved under President
Suharto ( 1967-98), but they took off only in
the 1990s as the government of P V
Narasimha Rao initiated India’s 'Look East'
policy In 2014 under Prime Minister

ward and

began to “Act East”,

United against colonialism
The shared experience of colonialism,
! nulpdm{pnllwl

up, with the dancers hsxcr

90
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there ar! questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like

d, please write t

(WAL DIPLOMACY!

India’s ties with Indonesia

After starting on a high in the late 1940s, ties deteriorated in the 1960s. The relationship has been
growing steadily since the 1990s, when India launched the ‘Look East’ policy. Here's a short history

Pahsnn to face Indh's amssinn"

and its leaders fuelled anti-India y.-nunmu
amob at-

tack on the Indian embassy in Jakarta,
Drift during Cold War
D Sul

apre-
1 he A

cari
I and himself.A
left-wing coup in 1965 swiftly changed
things. The Army retaliated brutally, and
nearly wiped out the communists, This left
Sukamo weakened. By 1966 he had effec-

,

power
a suum.'h ann—commumsl who had the
backing of the United State:

Thud!mmlyhnkrlhebﬂjm Jakarta
axis — in no small part due to China's alleged
support to the 1965 coup. Suharto started
working towards n.-pamng his cuunlry s

ies abroad. inc
New Delhi rec
a numberol trade agreements in 1967,

But by the 1970s, India under Indira
Gandhi had drifted ever closer to the USSR,
and the growth of New Delhi's ties with the
US-backed regime in Jakarta stagnated,

the two countries continued to en-
gage, signing some crucial agreements, in-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with
derabad House in New Delhi on

movemnents in sync with the sound,

dance, we will them,” he said,

What is Lezim?

Lezim is a dance performed using a
wooden instrument, which has small
cymbals attached to it. It is a magor part
of cultural celebrations in the state, such
as Ganesh Chaturthi. In the book
Traditions of Indian Folk Dance, the late

Maharaj?

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj was
the eldest son of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. He came to power in 1681, The
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb( 1618-1707)
was a contemporary and his plan to ex-
tmdhxsemplrrtowards the Deccan of-

Indian arts scholar Kapila
wrote that the Lezim often featured in
marriage processions in districts of the
Konkan coast, Such events were accom-

famous forts against Muslul forces for
some years, he was captured by them in
1689 and eventually put to death,

MICROPLASTICS CANBLOCK BLOOD
FLOWIN BRAIN INMICE: STUDY

ANEW
tics — tiny phsuc particles that measure
less than 5mm in diameter — can block

trace the flow of plastic in mouse brains
lhmqh atransparent window surgically
into the animal's skull.

the ﬂow olblond in (hr brains of mice.
Alth ifp

Amund three hours after the mice
scientists ob-

cause similar blockages in hnmans the
new analysis is conceming as
a growing body of research
has found microplastics in
nearly every part of the body,
including lungs, testicles,
bone marrow, etc.

The study, Microplastics
in the bloodstream can in-
duce cerebral thrombasis by

PAPER

CLIP

served that the animal’s immune cells
had ingested some plastic
bits, “Further investigation

drove India’s friendly bilateral ties with
Indonesia in the late 1940s and 1950s,
Nehru
independence during the National
Revolution (1945-49). Although Indonesia
i i in 1945, the Dutch

formally recognised its sovereignty only in
1949, In the four years in between, the Dutch
tried to re-establish their colony — which
they had lost to Japan during World War Il —
through military force.

After taking charge of the Interim
Government in 1946, Nehru said in a radio
broadcast that “the kernel of India’s foreign
policy would be the ending of colonialism all
over Asia”, and that India would “help and
support” Indonesian nationalists “in every
way possible”, (V Suryanarayan, ‘India and

Indian History Congress, 1981)
Apart from sending supplies and hu-
tarian aid to the national-

two revolutionaries to New Delhi, from
where they headed to the West to present

tion of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961,
Nehru and Sukarno were the first five

« i IW:
itime b

Suharm vnsm-d M.'w Delhi in 1980 and
Indira

in 1981 and IBEGll-spenm.-ly.

their case before the world. founders of NAM, along with Yugoslavia's  Ties since Look I-'ast'
Josip Broz Tito, Egypt's Gamal ic reforms, as India
Afriendly decade and Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah, souﬂl ownmmll!s to push trade and eco-
On January 5, 1950, President Sukarno rime Minister! gV
wirote in The Hindu: "Onthe eveof therebinth A nosedive in ties emment launched the' “Look East policy.India
u{ our nation, | am trying vainly to measure India’s frig ip with ia did not Asian na-
of the Ind peopleto  remain " for long, Crack tions, vdu(hmmrﬁnpsmoltt!
lndumdmml’nme Minister personally b/thtnﬂdd:dtc&lllnd\el%uu world' thetime,
ronheuMudun;andhmmcdymppmm suffered on account of the inthe  TheModi the levelof
our struggle inthe. two countries’ attitude towards China. engagement by instituting the mare project-
Later that mol Sulummsmalw! Sukarno and Nehru also had a personal  and outcome-oriented ‘Act East’ policy,

Guest at India's first Republic Day celebra
imaMNehmtrmlkdmlmhma
state visit soon afterward.

Over the next decade, bilateral trade and
cultural and military cooperation grew. In
March 1951, India and Indonesia signed a
Treaty of Friendship for “perpetual peace and

ists, Nehru banned Dutch airlines from fly-
ing over India, and pushed the Indian
Federation of Labour to direct dock work-
ers” unions in Karachi, Bombay, and Calcutta
to not "handle Dutch shipping or do any-
thing prejudicial to the interests of the
Ind republic”, (Sur )

In July 1947, Nehru sent the young Biju
Patnaik to besieged Jakarta to evacuate

that
known as neutrophils and

hagocytes had ingested the
bright plastic specks, Some
of these cells probably got
trapped in the tight curves of
tiny blood vessels in an area

causing cell obstruction and of the brain called the cor-
lead to newrobehavioral ab- Ty . tex," according to a report in
' was published NEW RESEARCH Nature.

in the journal Science
Advances last week.

For their study, the researchers fed

As these immune cells
got stuck in blood vessels, the flow of
blnndwasbluch-d like it does in case of

miice tiny
ammvmﬁmnnfpl&xuscdwmh
appliances, packaging and toys, They
then used a specialised microscope to

cleared,
but umers remained for days This re-
in the mice.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

20w | gugewh | 24 wred | gug 7:30 wh

irand
Vice President Mohammad Hatta. Patnaik
dodged Dutch anti-aircraft fire to bring the

"On general quesm;\s of nonalignment,
), colonial-

falling-out, The latter refused a second
Bandung Conference, At the 1961 Belgrade
Summit that officially birthed NAM, Nehru
and Sukanno are said to have clashed repeat-
edly “to a point friendly inter-

Since 2000, every Indonesian President
and Indian Prime Minister has visited the
other country. Indonesia today is India’s sec-
ond largest trading partner in ASEAN after

i 3

vention by third parties on the very first day

of the conference”, (The Times of India,
September 3, 1961)

When China invaded India in 1962,

L alone

Ism.apam\eld lvhomxswlmlthcsx mil-
itaryalli
nist bloc, .. bath countries consulted each
other...," political scientist L P Singh wrote
in 1967,

India and Indonesia became strong
votaries of independence of Asian and
African countries in the United Nations, the
spirit of which led to the Band

solidarity —with its fellow NAM member. As
ties with New Delhi turned fraught, Jakarta
drifted closer to Islamabad. Sukarno visited
Pakistan several times in 1963-64, as Jakarta
abandoned its neutrality on Kashmir.
When war out between lndu and
Pakistan in 1965, 's

billion in 2005-06 to $38.84 billion in 2022-
23, and $29.40 billion in 2023-24.

Indiais Indonesia's second largest buyer
of coal, and the largest buyer of crude paim

Icum pmduas commercial vehicles, tele-
agriculture
andbwuwmum
With Prabowo's visit coming early in his
tenure — he assumed office last October —
the two nations are seen as being well

Fuﬂnyl Minister S\ban&mmnuumd 1!
is the obli of all nations

Conference of 1955 and subsequent forma-

the new emerging forces to give help ln

to accels trade and step up
itime security and defence industrial coop-
eration, The agreements signed on Saturday
are astep in that direction,

Why ]ordan Egypt don’t want Gaza refugees

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHL JANUARY 27

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on Saturday

the right to return home if they are willing
to live peacefully with their neighbours,

, that has not prevented Israel from
long advocating for the resettlement of
Palestinians outside Palestine, and encroach-

_— =
cried any Israeli attempts to settle in Gau.
Trump's latest comments may signal a shift
inthis policy.

dents have been displaced since October
2023, when Israel began its assault on the
tiny strip of land. This is in addition to the
mlllmn; of Palestinians displaced from

e

How Libia Lob

R
¢ 87501 87501

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJL JANUARY 27

GOAN FREEDOM fighter Libia Lobo
Sardesai, 100, was honoured with the
Padma Shri on Sunday for her pivotal role
inthe state’s liberation struggle. From 1955
to 1961, Libi, her

e

0 Sardesai ’be

F of Israelin 1948,
According to Article 11 of UN

comea base for attacks on Israel Israel would
have the right to defend itself.. .and would
strike Egyptian territory.”

This is exactly what happened in Lebanon,
when it accepted thousands of Palestinian

told reporters that he would like Egypt and  ing into Palestinian lands in the West Bank Behind Egypt, Jordan's refusals  refugeesinthe 19705 “Yasser Arafat's Palestine
Jordanto “take™ P ‘just in law — a process Allhou:h both Jordan and Egypt have  Liberation Organisation, the Jeading militant
clean out” the Gaza Strip. *You're talking  that has led to further di with Israel, they  group of its time, transformed the country’s
about a million and half people, and we just Put simply, allowing support the so-called “two-  south into a launchpad for attacks on Israel,
clean out that whole thing,” he said, Palesnmans to retumn to their EXPLAINED state solution” in which Israel  The refugee crisis and the PLO's actions
Both Egypt and Jordan i native ines Israeli and Palestine exist side-by-side  push Lebanon intoa 15-year civil war in 1975,"
firmly opposed the idea, Here's why. claims to statehood. Similarly, GLOB AL as sovereign states. areport by the Associated Press said.
Palestinians fear that if they Egyptian President Abdel Today, millions of registered Palestinian
Background and context weretoleave the regionn urp Fattahel-Sissi had saidin 2023 refugees already live in 58 UN-recognised
Around 90% of Gaza's 2,3 million resi-  numbers,’ that i o suchas Jordan, Lebanon,

2
Israel to take control of mom territory, and
undermine Palestine's claims over the land,

Gaza inate” the P i
cause. Further, he argued that the presence of
Palestini . s ”

aMSyda.)wdandnnehnmm)mllnn
relugcts‘ the majority of whom have been

tory of the conflict, The New York Times re-
poned lh.ll L many Israelis “were dnwml up

194 from 1948, all Palestinian refugees have

Gaza, hoping

lhorlsbd villages that could eventually be

tine ¢

" Libia said, Menezes left, and Libia and Vaman relocated

posedmmmhhchdesamd.am to Castle Rock in Karnataka,
raillinks were snapped, and only dandes-  ‘Voice of Freedom' “We worked nearly 18 hours a day, not
channels andNagar  only but listening to
InAugust 1955, the P Haveli were converted into a radio trans-  various bulletins and news from India and
authorities opened fire on thousands of  mitter, and ateam comprising Libia, Vaman,  abroad..., studying reports, collating infor-

mtyaxmhh trying to enter Goa, leaving

many dead.
At the time, Goa was under what Libia
called" *"Not even awed-

Ghats.

and Nicolau Menezes came together to set
up an underground radio station, initially
called . The station was later
renamed  to Eoenrhe

from the jungles of the We

Goa in the 19505
Libia was born on May 25, 1924 in
Portuguese-ruled Goa. She grew up in
(now Mumbai). While in college,
Libia became closely involved with the
Goan nationalist movement.

ardor could be
printed or circulated without the seal of
the ‘censor’, No outside papers or printed
material were allowed to come in, The
couple of local newspapers and the offi-
cial Goa radio toed the Portuguese line,"
Libia had told The Indian Express in an in-
terview in May last year,

In 1954, after the F I
and arrested had entered

The hadmﬁndawaytn
“The an-

Goa to demand an end to colonial rule,

Aweaz ( (Voi

| HISTORY |

mation received from inside and outside
Goa, scanning Indian and foreign newspa-

ot 4
ulation could pose a security challenge for
both Egypt and Israel.

He said that Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula,
which lies to the south of Gaza, "would be-

weapons or mishaps, yet a lot of our blood
was spilled every day.” she wrote.

The last broadcast

ip. Like Lebanon, jordan too
clashed with the PLO in the 1970s for usingits

tervitory as a laus against Israel.
“m& VERSION ON

indlanexpress com/explained

came the voice of Goa’s liberation struggle

Portuguese have surrendered.’ | did not
ot | felt asif thy

neath my feet was shaking,” Libia recalied.

ﬁdmah'dm'l(umlpholw}m

Days before O Vijay was
launch il 04, di

Isaid]

doyou
ik jesand.

police bundled Libia and Vaman in a jeep,
and took them to a rest-house in Belgaum.

OnDy 17,1961, the radi

information about anti-colo-
nial struggles,” Libia said.
She would later recall in

relayed a direct messag! from Union
Defence Minister V K Krishna Menon to the
Portuguese Governor General, Menon

ﬁudnmol(}na)hflﬂmlul\l
Voz

broadcasts and

Liberdade for anulesem
On November 25, 1955 — the anniver-
sary of Goa's the Portuguese

in lsm ~ the station began hour-long

broadcasts in the moming and evening, In

ﬂ!mitialdayultudlommsnwmd

ona truck
inAmboki \ i

counter
swer came in the form of an

After

inorder

“unend-

and ardy
wone than normal imprisonment”, “We
of
the forest,.infested with cobras,
pythons,,.and wild animals. One could not
take a few steps without being bitten :yy

P ¥ Jfailing
which the Indian Army would march into
Goa, "Since no reply came, Operation Vijay
started," Libia said.

Lt Gen | N Chaudhuri, then the GOC of
h hem Ce ibia of

the “The Generalaid

that Goa is free. He took me seriously... We
were warned that the plane could be shot
down... but we were not scared. Isaid that it

we
will fall and die in a free Goa,” she said,

On the moming of December 19, 1961,
Libia and Vaman flew over Panaji in an
Indian Air Force plane with a radio trans-
mitter on board, and a loudspeaker fitted
onthe belly. They dropped leaflets and an-
nounced in Portuguese and Konkani that
the Portuguese had surrendered.

They said, “rejoice brothers and sisters,
rejoicel Today, after 451 years of alien rule,
Goais free - i

leeches. We were never

b you, The
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e the sporadic sovereigns

Absence of air pollution from Delhi election manifestos shows thatin democracies,
often political parties frame electoral issues, voters only respond to them

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

WHY IS AIR pollution a non-issue in Delhi
elections? This question is usually posed
rhetorically to express anguish more than
curiosity. The answers are lost in the smog
of political blame-games, As Delhi con-
cludes another election campaign without
s0 much as addressing this all-important
question, it's time we approached this as a
serious puzzle, This takes us to the heart of
the theory of democracy.

Onthe faceof it, we have good reasons to
expect air pollution to be among the biggest,
L} o ol M
determine the election outcome, The level
of pollution in Delhi is more than 20 times
higher than considered safe by the WHO,
After Lahore, the national capital is the most
polluted metro in the world, An average
Dilliwala loses anything between 8 to 12
years of life expectancy due to air pollution.
Even if you take the lowest estimate of 78
years, this works out to more than a billion
years of lives Jost in this one city. One would
assume that the citizens of Delhi would get
worked up about the polluted air they inhale,
that they would demand action from those
who rule the city, that they would use the
elections as an occasion to hold them to ac-
count, that contenders for power would
compete withone another to offer attractive
solutions, that the party with the best offer
would stand a good chance to grab power.

Nothing of that sort is h in the

high as in Karnataka or Kerala, more voters
AQlin Delhi

other parts of the country. Even if they don't,
smog is there for everyone to see. Besides, this
Is one issue that the “national” media does
take up. The Indun elite — that loves to call

ongoing political contestation in Dethi. As |
type these lines, AAP has released its 15 new

the voters of Delhi, -
taining the six ongoing schemes, Air pollu-
tion does not figure in this long list, not even
as a bland repetition of the generic promise
made in 2020 election to cut down poliution
by one-third, The damaning thing is that a rul-
Ing party desperate to stem its loss of popu-
larity, does not feel clean air is golng to mat-
ter to its chances of re-election. The BJP
manifesto makes vague promises to cut
down pollution by half with the help of
Nimsy steps like more sprinklers and WAYU

TheC

onthis. More than manifestos, what m.mm
Is that the issue of air features

has managed to insu-
lnemcllmthelbvcwfmmmylmhm
in every respect, but they have not yet man-
aparaliel of air, notwithstand
mmmzr unlike poverty, edut‘f
cation and health, air pollution does grab TV
headlines, Besides, elections are hekd in win-
ter when pollution is more visible. In other
words, even though it is difficult to mobilise
people on an intangible issue like air pollu-
tion, the “demand side” of democratic mech-
anism is not where the real problem les,
Air poluuon is a classic case of "mwiy

Unlike inequality, pollution
is visible. Unlike monetary

rﬂh&unwl

trees in the city; records show that forest
cover in Delhi has reduced in the last five
yuqn\esrmhuahmm:wrrlur ‘nu-

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US is... following Europe’s lead, where the far right has practically declared war
on migrants. People from across the globe who seek to reach American shores
must now accept the new reality: Mr Trump has pulled the welcome mat.*

~DAWN, PAKISTAN

To make the
giant leap

For India to lead the way in transformative
innovations, it must focus on overcoming
fundamental constraints in existing technologies

CHINTAN VAISHNAV

THINK ABOUT AN innovation that trans-
formed your life inthe recent past. | mean,
having experienced it, you cannot imag-
ine your life without this innovation.
Things like the mobile phone, Google
search, or the Global Positioning System
(GPS) when getting around may come to
mind. What makes these ideas transfor-
mative, or in scholarly terms, “radical in-

what

is what made it radical or transformative.
Let's take one more example: In its
carly days, telephone systems were
worked by a human operator in the
switching exchange, manually connect-
ing the caller to the person who called, on
There were
tal innovations in the lmml oﬂhe dash-
board which facilitated the human oper-
ator's efficiency in connecting calls with
a reduced connection time, There was,
however, a fundamental constraint: The
human reflex to connect the line physi-
cally could not be lower than one-and-a-
half second. Ultimately, a radical innova-
tion arrived in the form of an
electro-mechanical switch, where a dial
that rotated to connect the calling party’s
line to the called party’s eliminated the
need for the human operator. This is when

7 And more
will it take for such innovations to emenge
from our nation? There is no easy answer,
but we must first discuss what sets such
mnovatms apm

the scaled.

Is this pattern unique to engineering?
No, You can see it in all domains, including
arty, Let's take the example of jasrangi, a
classical vocal duet where a male and a fe-

vation? Generally, when poard with this

male sing distinct ragas at the same
time. How does the ahwe pattern apply

question, people respond

like this: One that solves an old problem
in avery different way, or one that causes
a large jump in performance, or one that
brings about a big change. Yes, a radical in-
novation does rxhlbll these cmrxn-nl-

here? A

awoman has a kower pitch thana man, This
is a natural, God-given fundamental con-
straint, The | goes, it was Late Pandit
Jasraj's lament: Why had nature made it so
hard for males and females to sing together?

tics. The probl ke *so dif-
ferent”, “llm. and “big" are not
qml!hblmﬂwydm‘tgmdcmtmmlon
of radical innovation that may transform

‘smuch
Clean Air Programme has failed to clean the
air; the MCD has been synonymous with dirt
and corruption, The last time any govern-

ception of a “radical” versus an "incre-

This Jastangi.

Here is how it works: A female sings a
raga at a lower pitch that is natural to her
while the male sings a different raga start-
ing at a higher note that is natural to him,
Technically, whichever may be the base
mxt ("Sa') of the female's rrndllmn. the

mental”
apmblemaslnllum Thrydmnmne(a)

ment in Delhidid
AII pollution was the Sheila Dixit Ied

ﬂsuwcﬁ‘.mummwpumwa-
pand that agenda aggressively today. While

mem |s wﬂlm; o compensate them ade-

an Objective P min-
imise, or optimise (a goal to meet ); (b) the

male ders the fourth

fromie (' mwmmm(sﬂ'x-m
making the rendition easter for each per-

son's natural range. In other words, over-

ing

Input Variables at the designer's disposal
(knobs one could turn to meet the goal);
subject to (¢) constraints one cannot vio-
late. An innovation is radical if it allows

| and

qm!y sothat they don't b
or political party s willing

policy, its ¢ are
within the gr:u-pul ordinary
pmpk Though

tnule on the serious issue of industrial and
vehicular pollution in Delhi, for it affects
vemdimmusalmuktumu for the

side” faibure in d
well be a real need of the people, lhrn«d
may turn into a demand and the demand
may be amculakd powerfully. Yet, political

‘needs

nowhere — not even asa notable distraction
as Yamuna pollution has — in the daily cir-
cus of allegations and counter-allegations
that pass off as political debates,

Here, then, is a political equivalent of
what economists call “market fallure” — the
demand and supply equilibrium does not

Citizens
and demands become an effective political
issue only when leading political parties
compete with one another to make better
and more credible offers, In many cases, the
parties may not do so either because they
don't have much to offer or they don't want
to.If the Indllumllwlmm!huk blm'p

work out, We do not know if AAF

al consci
hereis not as high as in
Karnataka or Kerala, more
voters understand AQIin
Delhi than they do in most
other parts of the country.
Even if they don't, smog is
there for everyone to see.
Besides, this is one issue that
the 'national’ media does take

Courts to ond O to
IMubnhepubhtvmhmuukt‘Ihlwm
Kkling of roads or smog towers. And to keep
debating sheesh mahal and

ine | if it merely changes input
variables within a constraint. This may
feel a bit abstract, but it really isn't, Let's
look at a couple of examples,
Take the Wright Brothers' of

Jastangi
has gone global, Others have copled the
concept, often with a different name, This
is a radical innovation,

Tobe clear, there Is no competition be-
tween incremental versus radical innova-
tion when it comes to advancing the in-
novation frontier, Both are good. In fact,
much of the progress in a product class

the aircraft. The objective function or the
goal here was to travel from one place to
another. This goal was already being met

This is a besson not just about air pollution
or Dedhi. [t is a desson in the theory of demo-
cratic that tells us why Covid deaths, endemic
poverty, poor-quality education or health
services do not become election issues,
People's will prevails in an electoral democ-
racy only if and when a series of conditions
apply, which they rarely do. In real-ie democ-
racies, parties and leaders do not respand to

means at the time of the inven-

mn of the aircraft, There was the bullock
or horse cart, a four wheeler like a car ora
bus, a train, even a ship. Each of these had
input variables at the disposal:
The shape and size of the vehicle, the
colour, the type of engine, the number and
size of wheels, and so on, In fact, even for
simple vehicles, there are hundreds of
dlolm to make as we bn-ak the dﬂi]n

Giant leaps, however, happen through
radical innovation,

Idon't mean to say that looking for fun-
damental constraints when solving prob-
lems and designing innovations to over-
come them is easy. Nevertheless, this is
what you'd have to do as a young person
pursuing arts, schence, engineering, et, if
you're wondering when our nation will
produce globally transformative innova-
tions. A popular subject like Design
Thinking will get you going with tech-

h and

ts government. But we do know that air pol- have few cholces. Inpnnclplc !hryanmp- up. The Indian elite — that voters; vot ive sol
lution Is not going to be the reason for its  port a new party, but that's very rare — the loves to call itself ‘middle sues delimited by parties, Unless the citizen are all input variables. All of this, howrm them, Even though this would just be the
victory or loss. barriers to entry in the electoral arena are class’ = has managed to come together to force parties to take up the focusing on the right problem
This democratic falure is deeper than it simply too high, o . nanage Issues that matter to them, the mechanism of i d while is half the journey of solving it.
appears.Someofthe That's the real p inDethi. Through ~ insulate itself from the election does not work for them The voters~ with a surface, whether road or water. The
J failtooffertothe  theiractsof d both lives of ordinary Indians in are sporadic sovereigns who mostly choose aircraft overcame that constraint. The writer is a socio-technologist,

votrn what they need do not apply inthis  AAP and BJP are implicated in the worsen- every respect, but they have from what they can choose from. On g that Views are personal
case, Unlike inequality, pollution is visible.  ing of the pollution crisis in Delhi. The AAP not yet managed a parallel
Unlike yp are has done little to redeem its yet managedapa The writer is member, Swaraj India,
within the grasp of ordinary people. Though 2020 election “guarantee” to reduce poliu- supply of air, and national comenor of Bharut fodo
environmental consclousness here isnotas  tion by one-third. It promised to add 2 crore notwithstanding ;ir.]mrifu-ru. Abhiyaan, Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ATTRACT INVESTORS struggles for freedom and justice.

The answer lies to the east

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let’s over-

haul the tax syster’ (IE, January 27), To
. i Chine sy, FOR STRONGER TIES
- § N % & fyi d form | THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Dethi &
Thailand is now the largest Asian country to legalise same-sex marriage rates on goods and services is impera-  Jakarta® (IE, January 25). President
tive, This calls for a thorough examina- ¥ P P
RUTH VANITA in oA b Sy Snlonciep i vedaine A
for ie, the d of
INDIA IS BY no means the worst Asi ded its marriage law to al-  every culture, including India, the myth per-  elgn woman married to an Indian man ob- obstruction of justice through retrospec- — mutual interest. In 2018, the two coun-
trytol I y adopt jontly, Inthe same year,  sists that the idea of same-sex marriage isa  tains Overseas Citizenship of India and can tive 5 a [ aDefence e
countries, one can be legally imprisoned or ~ Nepal began temporarily registering same-  Western import, Ironically, the Supreme  liveand work in India bns long as they like, concern, undermining the judiclary's  Agreement, further strengthening the
even exccuted if discovered to have engaged  sex marriages after a Supreme Court interim — Court, in its 366-page-long com-  butafo same purpase. Such actions are profoundly un-  sensitive security partnership in a con-
in same-sex relations. India, the largest  order. Still, married same-sexcouplesdonot  bated the myth. The Justices quoted details — sex can stay in India for only six months at a 4l tested region, The India-Indonesia
democracy in the world, however, isnot the  have all the rights that cross-sex married  and cases of marriage from Love's Rite and  time, on a tourist visa, This discrimination is to prospective investors. Coordinated Patrol became the back-
best Astan country either for those who are  couples do, from the media, and dged that unjust. Shaswat Jena, Ghaziohad  bone of maritime security in the Indo-
married to a person of the same sex. [ use the Inindia, same-sex couples have beenget-  same-sex marriage is not imported from the Thailand is a Buddhist majority country, Pacific. Indonesia is an important pillar
word “married” to refer to the many religious  ting marmied by Hindu rites since at least 1987 wnandnpmnmm"lmlnnmdurlny Tatwan is one-third Buddhist and one-third ENDURING LEGACY Inlndia's Act East Policy, and central to

but not legally recognised marriages Indian
in2023,

when policewomen Leela Namdeo and
Urmil \ i

the Supreme Court refused to protect same-
sex marriage ri;hu and, in 2025, it turned
down a review petition,

In March 2024, Thailand's House of

Y \

That was much before same-sex marriage
was legal anywhere in the world. My book,
Love's Rite, the first book on same-sex mar-
riage in India, is about these pioneers, The
book lists hundreds of couples who have got

wmmmnw(mmmm

King Vajiralongkorm gave his assent. Thailand

is now the largest Asian country to have le-

wwdumucxnum
The first A

P In
the 1980s and 90, almost all these couples

Taoist, and Nepal is 81.9 percent Hindu,

m-lndnmtmlmdyn lhe e ourt

have never treated

decided not to recognise the
rights to 'm.-:bmam mlﬁyo( these mil-

way the
Abrahamic religions have, and. asl demtn

lions of Ind

The Supreme Court Mmed to even grant
domestic partnership to same-sex couples,
which would have given them some but not
l|| the rights of marriage, Therefore, two

dians of the same sex who have been to-

were non-English low-income
Inchudin ey

mlorwyrnummahmedirdm

tory

umnlmﬂ

work-

same

u'x marriage was Tatwan. In 20!7 Taiwan's

ey, They were /iy ge
of jatls, and had no contact with any social

ourt

(indeed, in the 1980s, there was

{ mar-
riage gives ume-u-x couples the right to
marry. A referendum by the electorate

marriage law to include same-sex couples,
But Taiwan's government found a way.

no gay to speak of. While some
families y nd

withoutawilland
am medical insurance or pension hrmﬂu,

-nmmummmmm

India, many Hindu texts depict hnmtnuud
nynpmdhmnnuundmmrbnn

same-sex love,
But lndundwmolmc\«yrtwhm-
tioning democracies that recognises the di-
in

a way’tM most do

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A lot done,
maore to do' (IE, January 25) As the na-

Iuv\mn(!hrhm-l‘xmc Inmrmo{

of India’s largest trading partners in the
strengthening ties

Donﬂmbylhc&pmm(mmlwx
ensures that the C 's core

thon celebrates the 75th year of making  ASEAN region Hence,

of India's C it's

minder of the challenges faced by its S8 Paul, Nodin

framers, who drafted a document that

has withstood the test of time, The in-  THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Delhi &
of the Basic Jakarta' (IE, Janwsary 25) The recent visit

of Indonesian President Prabowo

ples, such as secularism and

not. For example, polygamy is legal for
Musshinns in Inclia bust is illegal in Taiwan, Nepal,

Thailand, Japan, and all Western democracies.
&ndcmeuwneCmn hmn;md

couple may be able to get

forcibly dn
towards joint sulcide, ahrr families were
supportive and even helped arrange wed-
dings. 'l Jotnt scick ”

ers but not the majority of them.
Indians legally married to same-sex
spouses in other countries are in the strange

marriage law in
2019, giving same-sex mamam almost all
the same rights as marriage. In 2023, Taiwan

ur.
Despite the evidence that same-sex
unions have existed throughout history in

i n\rrn
married in some countries, such as Thailand
or Argentina, but single in India. A foreign
man married to an Indian woman or a for-

that sam
mnwvh'.- mnmrmmmm
followed the examples of Thalland and Tatwan
to grant marriage equality to this particular
minority. Perhaps it will some day, but prob-
ably not in my lifetime,

Manita is a novelist and scholar

opnp.r.lndtnnexpu. -. .

demotrnry, cannot be altered by
Parliament. This judicial safeguard has
played a crucial role in protecting the
soul of our Constitution. The Preamble
and its ideals of justice, liberty, equality,

about the future of India-Indonesia rela-
tions, C.

increase in bilateral trade, currently at
only $30 billion? How will both nations
address geopolitical pressures from
China? Further, what concrete steps will

of
the values that underpin our nation. The
words, “We the People of India” affirm
that the Constitution is not merely a le-
gal document but a testament to the

:;ld maritime security in the Indo-
Pacific? These are vital for realising the

Anshu Bhartd, Beyusorod
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

HEALTH OF STATES

Niti Aayog report on state finances points to need for drawing
up detailed roadmaps for fiscal consolidation
DEBT-DEFICIT DYNAMICS of

Their D 253 percent
n 201910 31 per cent in 2021, ly, with ying on the path
metrics. As

per the RBI's most recent state finances report, states managed to bring down their debt
to GDP ratio to 28.5 per cent in 2024, However, there | ACTOSS re-

EDITORIAL PAGE
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‘WorbpLY WISE
WE MUST USE THE WRATH OF NATURE AS
OUR TEACHER.
= BHUMINOL ADULYADE)

The quality of growth

When India's GDP per capita hits $10,000 makes little

difference. Key is low-risk growth for long periods

PRASHANT JAIN

“COMPOUND INTEREST IS the eighth wonder
of the world. He who understands it, cams it;
hewhodoesn't, pays it These words of Albert
Einstein apply not just to investments but to
economic growth as well, A six per cent real

crease India’s GDP per capita to USD 10,000
froem USD 2,650y 2045, Amagority of Incians
should live to see that day given that 63 per

glons. For instance, the debt to GDP ratio for Odisha and Gujarat is as low as 16.3 per

age.
Even a 5.5 per cent real growth rate will take

tand 17, inthy i Punjab, it s 466 us there, but in 22 years, Whether it happens
:»rnum, Considering rked as well as the o :lh’l’"' by 2045 or 2047 makes little difference in a
that can be used to gauge a state's fiscal health, there is a need for a that not m"“’mm“)’““‘ﬁ"‘"‘ The

nnly helpl provide an uvtrall nmumcnl of the fiscal position of all states, but also al-
the Niti which

nu-mpuwput forth su:hnttumm

The report h d a Fiscal Health Index. fiscal po-
sition of states across several parameters, The index, which covers 18 mdor states, s
based on five sub-indices — fiscal prudence, debt index and sustainability, mnue mo-

L
risk, (Assumptions in both cases of this exer-
cise: 5 per cont India inflation, 2 per cent US
inflation, 3 per cent INR depreciation and |
per cent population growth, all per annum),

There have been countries that have de-
livered high growth fuelied by high borrow-

Click-driven EMIs, social
media’s influence, the coming
of stores to our homes

and

as also evident in rising retail NPAs, steps to
A

Apart lmmthue. thﬂe are a few other
the

me and these are showing results, This could

be one reason for a temporary slowdown in

consumption, but this also sets the base for

more sustainable growth in the future.
Thelong £k

rising US inter-
est rates, the low yield gap between India and
the US at around 2.2 per cent, the strength of
the US collar and a sharp fallin net FOLThe lat-
ter Is driven by the sale of equities not just by

bl be carefulhy

hated. The

(Timken, GE Vernova, Hyundai,

test is a famous

child'sabil-
ity to delay gratification. The test involves of-
fioring a child

BAT, ZF etc). The sale of stakes in
their Indian arms by MNCs is a first and is
driven by prevailing valuations in these sec-

tors, not by

they can eat it right away or wait for a second time,
marshmaliow. The results s that chil- h NOW,
dren who delay gratification do better in life. 100, h

AnEMI, Bk anitandtns ativeof sualied i
pe Lak pe lkely same

son, life.)tis Thlnl true for

debatable whethe positively
or not. Tweakdng risk weights on such loans,
lower prices vs EMI-based purchases, can

wa everyone | meet believes that m\am

hrmrinnkwcmxldoubtwhnmmw
case on average, The faster wealth creation
be!

sumer to make a choice.

post-Covid by

The second factor that could be impact-
ing growth is the continued strength of
Chinese exports, While China+1 is a

rienced.If 100 falls to 70 representative of the
fall of large-caps during Covid), the journey
back to 100 returns 40 per cent; on the other

favourable the results will e hand, if 100 falls to 30 (npvcu-nunve of
slow aps in the C

before become alter-  joumey zoop«
native. The Chi s centht

firing well. The i o been

bilisation and quality of spending, This allows for not only Ings.oely B o yofe
shatey N - i P and can e the future. C A the lack of incentive for cash
perhaps practices. As per the index the top five =y debe el down purchases over EMIs in
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jnarkhand and Gujarat, while the states of Punjab, Andhea  terms, ly many cases, have enabled
Pradesh, West Bengal, Keral he 102022, atthe vhich i this, Debt-led consumption
RBI had also attempted such.a study, They had identified Bihar, Kerala, Punjab, Rajasthan "“‘“‘*"““"'“‘""P""“““"’"‘?  merely shifts growth from
and West Bengal as “highly stressed”, amoderation of growth in India. Apart from future to present, and
Despite an overall improvement in recent years, state debt i above levels y h, this could b ¢ lly payback time
by the FREM review State finances also face several sult of multiple factors, It is common knowl- comes, Given the rising
risks. The RBI study thegrow-  edgethat h tonrldasovtominn od hrncsaatinbl
esbies s e of h A mﬁm“&m appreci- A8 also evident in rising retail

cern. This is so especially for the more indebted states, For instance, the Niti Aayog report

ture, ete., that China enjoys will not make the
ol for India.

ch over the past four-five years,
It did not help matters that nearly 75 per
cent of the current 20 crore demat accounts

ating assets. This has given way in current INPAs, steps to slow the Chuu‘ d add ovid! Thi
says that state ke WestBengaland Punjab have seen increasing debt 1 GSDPIBLos, s o borsconing shoe for deprec ating e bt s OO A deflationinexport  h yofthesin-
“raising serious concerns about debt sustainability”. It adds that “high persistent deficies noes. ""k 2 P:‘ iidge sre f“ merchandise goods, mvlnnu lar cycles of 1992, 2000, 2008 etc. Even the
and var gency for andtar- Click-driven EMIs, the influence of social e, n.nm — ?‘m “"" things for Indian exporters, frenzied activity in IPOs calls for caution.
Insuch d media, the coming of stores to our homes showing results. This could Givenour relatively small but decentman- — Investors would do well to remember the
for down debt in a time-bound for histh level y . be one reason for a I y footprint, the ssup-  gold f JohnC
ntive for cash d over EMIs in lowdown in pti portive role and sta-  Bogle: i the iron ruk
many cascs, have enabled this. Debt-ledcon- 1,4 i alo sets the base for tus, incia should be able
S present. and lyp more ble growth in o e The writer is founder and C10,
AF ETY FIRST Giventhe of the future, ing to be slow and tedious. 3P Investment Managers

Environment ministry panel may have been hasty in clearing
the dam on Teesta river. Due process must be adhered to
N OCTOBER 2023, a glacial flood ravaged four districts of Sikkim, killing
more than 40 people and washing away a 60- mﬂn.--hld: dam of the
Less than

tocon-
structa 118 d lace. The p i the
design of the new wumm- has not been cleared by the Central Water Commission, the
Geological Survey and Central Soil and Mmmu kmrm m:m A pubﬂc hearing has
It's, p.tk‘-

not sure
Jarly d e EAC has darm’s Iy

MSP Is NoT ENOUGH

Excessive focus on it is narrow and counterproductive

SHOUMITRO CHATTERJEE

nhm!wlhmmaddnmikrrpomdbylhhmwpn the EAC was not con-

THE DEBATE ABOUT instituting a legally bind-

vuxrddmnwr’uﬂmwwlmumth!mwolnmdmmewujmdon NWMWSUWMKMS’)MMB
not seem to have froi lacial lakes. Whileit
Teesta Hl is part of a mega by il he E that Vi alnutndaullnnmmalknnnm
agD. 1 and saf that rural
oor Hotucmen forued tha b poshl These include dimate-induced production
changs WAsectionof - g, which pose a greater isk than price
ation, volatility, and the need to align agricultural

forestsand However "
of the p appearto have al d 1n2014, for instance, The two best policy instruments to ad-
sreen Tribunal that Teesta Il faced income supy -

ficlency to ensure stable rural in-

The than 1. X

coeding its budget more than two-and-a-half times, It came apart in October 2023, prov-
ing the power corporation wrong. A year later, a landslide caused a loss of more than Rs

comes and expanded and decentralised
public pmmmnm at market prices for pro-
duction

300-crore to project on the First, the baseline safety net should be a

P dams, bridges, buildings, highways — must targeted Basic Income (q-UBL)

ri k The bar must be set particularly high for struc- hnﬁlmmmnwmt;?uf:nmd\ﬂm

nomi sor, amanian, pro-

::n::i:::‘o ﬂvtn:l?’\::am %:s‘l\l the 2023 flood undertined, dams are I('Il.t This m”*‘““"
miactiangs-trh 5 thraatofgh Theen- higher than PM-Kisan payouts — perhaps at
vironment mlnmry must, therefore, not be hasty in going ahead with its mmmllu\ﬂ the e average income of a llve-am- farmer —
latest recommendation on Teesta lIL No effort must b ter priceand
of 2023 is not repeated, qumitysmda. eres
ignore the real-

ALCARAZ & SINNER

A powerful new duo is announcing itself in tennis,
mimicking the dominance of Federer and Nadal

The demand for a legally
binding MSP stems from
years of ignoring the farmers
onvarious counts such as

vm For example, tm.mdl of rural citi-
traders

and are

chains.
An artificially high MSP combined with de-
pressed retail prices undermines their liveli-
hoods. (¥

bilisation leaves farmers vulne;;blr to

inadequate crop

and suppressed prices due to
export restrictions, There is
also merit in debating the
legal framework for
agricultural support,
However, by focusing solely

mn drop drastically, farmers there could be

for a fraction — say 30 per cent
ol the average loss, This shields farmers
from extreme volatility while incentivising

sumers from price shocks in key commodi-
ties, as in the case of ondons, which have ex-
perienced wild price swings in recent years,
Unlike the present, however, all public pro-

market adaptability. curement should occur at market prices, not
This P, P quanti-
Higence system, which, though ties should be guided by & "
in some states, remains d
absent in others, This should  ing. tage. The major
come into play during extreme fluctuations.  ing here is that the central and state

Persistently low prices over several seasons
must serve as a signal for farmers to switch
crops or consider alternative livelihoods,

ments help farmers not by stipulating a

minimum price but by being key players in
markets, A diversified PDS will lead to a pro-

Second,
and be rationalised to reflect changing de-
withcen-
tral funding, should expand their procure-
ment portfolios to include a broader range of
crops for the Public Distribution System (PDS ),
mid-day meals, and other welfare schemes.

strategy that would stabilise de-
mand, fostering a more resilient food system,

The demand for a legally binding MSP
stems from years of ignoring the farmers on
various counts such as inadequate crop in-
surance and suppressed prices due to ex-
port restrictions. There is alw merit in de-

Apahl't,d\ecxmmlnmemaipmd-
d should be by bet-

support, Hnwwef by locmlnu loldy on
MSP,we

ter and narrower targeting of beneficlaries,
Programmes like PM-AASHA already al-
but states

plement a more mmprehcmtve and
dynamic policy framework.
The f the

must take the lead in The
central government shoukd not be held ac-
countable fo states ading

ﬂddmmmm thryuewn!ed
inthe

these

states shoukd be held fiscally

the deeails will

minimise wastage. mmmnnpm

It can be tailored further to ensure the Centre

quire careful planning and
but this approach

promises a more sustainable and equitable

way to support farmers. It safeguards rural

fy only if the procure

ARLOS ALCARAZ AND Jannik Sinner have divided the last five G lam si ("";':«”m o U price o~ on MSP, we risk missing the CM:_'- m':c',m lets, and. i
titles between themselves. It may be tly to but the smili  price deficiency pay- i N ntre
s’:num and kce-cool talian n:ay L“me;;uiw‘;ymﬁm .,lm ;fvdz ments can insulate farmers from extreme ::E:"““"y "" ‘“‘?lc'::"l“ a strategic reserves beyond rice and wheat to The writer is assistant professor of
lnlh:.- mmldnmuumolwkdmuam Rafael Nadal, Like that price R include pulses, onions, and other essential International Economics at Johns Hopkins
3 mnlw ) pline. For h P adis {§ policy framework. crops. This benefits farmers and shiekds con- University, USA
nd a red clay, Now, Sinner
mm-wmmwhm&unhmhemdlhcmmnanmdly
Sianar of hi I nce he =
yincoth r semif- JANUARY 28, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
al set, with i break
y the
ers. But the current Workd No 1 mary still have some room for improvement. He is the pro- SummIT ON NUKES But he told would “stay have been issued to carry out

totype modern tennis player, with his big frame not compromising his mobility, With an
enormous wingspan and reach, he thrives on the predictable pace and bounce expected
= n

dea atthe lian Openand USOpen. it past the
i M Roland G he natural .

need abit more guile and shot-malkdng, where Al hpmb.iauabhhrd

of ..xwuhmmumkmmuumwm

chall h d med: Djokovic, in tory over Alcaraz,

showed he still has the nous mdcnn n.'qulm!. but age makes it difficult for him in seven

best-ol- may have to wait for the emer-

mofaumlnuhaﬂmper.Innrwayl)johwtmmllwmmldtmmdmﬂ
Nadal and Federer.

THE SIX-NATION summit on nuclear disar-
mament to be held in India is likely to call foe
The

mmammmmmmammum
wummnmmlndum Thean-

Prisne Ministers of Incia, Sweden, Greece and
the Presidents of Tanzania, Mexico and
Argentina will adopt their staterment on fol-
low-up action on the joint appeal issued last
year calling for a freeze in nuclear arsenals,

ARMS CONTROL
us FI!ESIDENT. RONALD Reagan, nyl us-

lzmumv.lmlkﬂymbeh‘udm

g raneesscon . 1

neously in and Moscow, ends a
14-month hiatus in negotiations,

I'T PROBES MARUTI

INVESTIGATION TEAMS FROM the Income
Tax Department have begun a detailed
scrutiny of the Maruti cars sold in the black
market, Sp«E l::m: bqan their wv‘rf a.l

such surveys in all the metropolitan cities
and dealers in other major cities and towns
of the country. Sources said that Finance
Minister V P Singh has expressed concern
over this business that has generated
Rs 20 crore in black money in less than
six months,

INDIA IN HOCKEY FINAL
INDIASCORED A thumping 9-1 victory over

mn in the semi-finals of the Asia Cup in
k. In the final, they will meet their tra-

ers in Dedhi and collected the names of all
those who had been delivered cars.

ditional rivals Pakistan, who beat South
Korea 7-0 in the other semi-final,
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DECCAN HERALD
Loud and clear: Noise
not partofreligion

Tm Bombay High Court’s ruling nm the use of
i

f any religion
s, more than an opinion about religion, an asser-
tion of the right of people to a life without unwelcome
decibels. The world is becoming increasingly noisy and
also contributing to the problem are places of worship
that blare out sounds in various forms such as azaans
(calls to prayer) and bhgjans, All this is defended as part
of religious prescriptions or essentialities. The court
rejected this argument in a petition filed by members of
Bd in Mumbai. T ot Y

court that the azaan from nearby mosques violated the

Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000,

The court allowed the petition and told law enforcement

agencies to take action in the case of wch vinluuom ll
health h

COMMENT

COURSE CORRECTION

Anon-binarylenson
classroom mclusmty

Non-binary narratives ( Nwdlwwbmry i lm;dwﬁw o
ula mainstream ol o caton
in Iea"‘“ng PmCt'(;“s - emphasises the social d;muw“ (RTE) Act, 2009, guarantees free and
-an foster socia theory ding on
can foster socia & of ‘men’ and ‘women’ based on physi- Glol4 Thv:hndmmimNNALSA\u\
consciousness outside obogical signifiers, further individu-
classrooms the normativity of cis-embodiments nllaam from the male-female binary
both inside and outside classrooms.  and the subsequent 2018 Navie) Smuh
A practice that effectively posits trans  Johar verdict on decriminalisation of
SWARUPA DEB AND ANIKET NANDAN  and non-binary bodies as axcepunm homn-exuullq under Section 377 by
o kbt 0oeh v«ybsr he Sups of India has laid th
here is a pertinent question that  of inclusion, Academi groundwork for broader
reverberates Ihrough the very hi hini e itdiy and inclusion of ind '
fabric of incl identities, and rigid M polici nh: the Transgen-
What does it truly mean to belong  struggle to acknowledge the lived re-  der PcNm(Pmnﬂm of Rights) Act,
in a classroom? A question that has  alities of marginalised Broups, Indnd 2019 provide a framework for address-
profound significance, especially for  ing queer and non-binary i d i

binary students bina-
ry-oriented classrooms. This concern
requires not just a respanse, but a re-
i f what ck and

mted dm i amaje

" | - Janade Rontat op

religious rights, Itisin publicinter he righ d
Article 190r Article 25 are not infringed by that.
Environmentalists and those who are concerned with
public health have been highlighting the risks noise pos-
esin India, High noise levels cause
inconvenience to students, senior

should be - a transformative arena
where every student feels seen, heard,
and included.

Recently, the Karnataka High
Court, in hearing a writ petition (WP
14909/2023) of Mugil Anbu Vasantha
. State of Karnataka & Ors., directed
NLSIU, Bengaluru, to uphold constieu-

M er, these inclusive cl

their
is complicated by binary normativity
focused on ised metrics side-
lining marginalised groups, including
non-binary students,
Inchusive educationshould be framed

DECCANHERALD
Tuesday
January 28,2025

SPEAKOUT
The BJP government in Haryana has

mixed poison inthe Yam

unawhich flows

into Delhi. Ifmixed with Delhi’s
drinkingwater, it would've

. xh

caused many deaths,

Arvind Kejriwal. former Delhi CQ

Doubt is not a pleasant condition,
but certainty is absurd.

TOBE PRECISE

HOW WILL
YOU SURVIVE
IF ALL CITITENS

MRE EOUALZ ™

a8 an interrogating and sugge
mechanism for socially entrenched
prejudices and stereotypes leading to

euclnilm bullylnu u\d

citizens and sick persons. Azaans, Bombay HC tional gﬂmﬂlm ﬁ;m:; mlf:fil'l‘l lﬂlﬁ :::'R l;':)h: r:'slzvlem:::
"’"‘*Jk‘,":":' ":;“""’ from P“":;]‘I has noted Taw courses, While NLSIU has been a resentations of gender in school text-
plat s, and announcements that denial relatively inchusive campus space for books. An effort that challenges tradi-
cause noise pollution. The 2020 fth f non-binar I o ::m ztﬂ'::; ';:ﬁ N
rules werefi dwith the objecti oftheuseo ingjourr #s holisticinclusivi ing from the mainstream norms
of *‘maintaining ambientair quality - [P ive by the High 10 prioriise social justice over mariet
standards in respect of noise.” Re- oudspeaners akey framework for extending the rep- logic, For ameaningful change, educa-
ligious ds are often invoked I denial resentation of non-binary students in nlwn dunm nm-bmary discourses : prioririse i
ig SFOUDCH K1V OReN IV ISho denia India's classrooms. MugPlAnhu Vasan- tothe by bi
mwmmﬂsfmm?m of religious tha's writ petition binary 5 the binary as the xtbooks, curricula,and ck
made A g . the spotlight on a single institution. It mainstream and all other i inary mindset
Loudspeakers are a fairly recent rights rather highlights a broader systemic rather than mnrgmlmu Iixlu:l‘:u
invention and have come to be failure of mainstream society! llmmu that hu‘:umnc':illy harmed nonmhlnn teaching mncn;l: for both u:'ndmu
widely used in religious and public ing toaddress th fnon-bina-  ry peop their knowled, and ed that rep iverse
: rystudents. classroom methods rooted in tradi-  identities and experiences, along with
"l":l“ ”""ly :: 'h"" "." rwpndﬁ' 1::"" ":dm' purt of This calls urgencattentiontotheneed  tonal gender roles, reflect mgmde- specialised hands-on training in inclu-
CENtUTes-Oic IVRGIONS. FORRCA! PArties and Organiss- tointerrogate the existing ‘inclusive’ed- sive teaching methodologies, can chal-
tions that make speeches and announcements through ghtwith yoverd ringthat lenge the market-driven m‘.,,q 0
loudspeakers also slmuld shun or minimise their use. cerns of inati d excl societal str remain pi cateronly | norms.
Unll 1y, all activi d with religion and imult: Ay, adli 1 th and, bl Thsﬂuﬁmuldnmunlyha:ﬁmm bi-
litics imed at i i infl P P ives on educati nary students but also cultivate empa-
::d are m gh‘;mnm:l‘l;ﬂ)rmml:mp:c also underscores the rudical project of mmﬂmaoml thetic social consciousness both mdr
The use of loudspeakers in rocessions has, i subject farmation-driven by notionsof - Educati h
edlawand o mhplems T be better e merit 1‘?‘:':)'&“ spaces of critical thinking 1o wﬁlrl(is« Inwl«-memukmol mbu:lmlelInng
creat order . There should e the ed Snd Aiiduod ach 1
appreciation of the dangers of noise pollution in a rapidly 10 pursue new forms of and Ci Inclusivesp i
urbanising society, It is a problem even in villages now. rationality that aim o instl liberal val-  that chall | norms,  can further addr
Those wh ligious pl doth horai such as those of non-binary identities, mllemvcmponmhy
the levels of noise in public places should care for the ism, it isoften observed to b reviving are often overlooked or ! Inclusive lardy for
: " | moral order Imﬁ-‘vr education for non-binarystu-  non-binary students, rcqmm address-
m{s‘f‘] md.mfmnl wellbeing :‘ ﬁ‘w‘r“m hnw:‘m wuh family, gender roles, and social  dentsin lndi ic ing systemic barriers and fostering
Pt a zero-tolerance approach when initiating action hicrarchies. It is also to be noted that ~ barrier ated by str li a culture of acceptance, By creating
againstviolators of the rules, i vk, inclusive edh uities, wh lity educatic mmnmmmy|mngmmenvl
:;;;:-mnmdlnlmt‘ mﬂmfﬂ”m e d stu- iseddue
ng
S s Therefore, lhcnumfedMMMii;ncdr a.;;n. What we mﬁ are clumxm mmmmm Muk-mepr
ueation vis-a-vis non-binary students integrate non-binary discourses
trengthen State S emphasises a system that adapts o & Y | Ion}m.xheuwudn amoreequitable
tio‘] Ii u'mnecdnolund:-msratiu.‘rlhan;::1 wmdmpﬂn!agnmm&nx li e heti " h ’" bl
'ﬂn's‘er‘/a I"' (fy pecting students to conform to a rij tion dealing with a population arupe is a human rights kawyer,
gmmdc. For non- binary nndtnu. dm-bim:ypmpk-dn?nmn:n.:! academic and a trans-ally; Aniket n’:;
itnessed ise in wildli is app age st the an ussistant professor of socology ai
:;:am: ::‘.:_":T" ars, ;:’h&psz:.::;::‘:,:{;‘ norms and paves the way for greater lf bodiesand their  co-director of the Centre for :ﬁtdy of
sy m]ﬂ):l fiate comm e acceptance and equity. preferences into binary categories. Social Inclusion at NLSIU, Bengalurw)
uns are ukcn me mule d:nlhs to crop destruction,
th “swildlife
management is facing a full-blown crisis. An analysis of RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

data paints a grim picture: the number of cattle kills has
increased from around 2,000 to over 3,000 annually
in just five years, Similarly, crop damage is now nearing
38.(D0|mlanaspcryear Whlcth'ﬂu'mmnﬂmmof
tenattriby hi .nlrvc over-
simplifies a issue. E is
undoubtedly a major concern, butitis not the root cause.
Afar more pmdm Issue is the deteriorating health and
quahlyohhc mtcs lomm The rnpld growth of mono-
culture ph finvasive species like
lantana, eupatorium and pnnhmlum have depleted the
biodiversity of the forests, leaving animals without their
natural food source, further escalating conflicts,

This ecological imbal is ded by the ab-
sence of effective afforestation polldes and their poor
implementation. While the state has undertaken nu-
T:‘ms all‘urrslunun lnlllaliw:s. the quallly of lhrs-:

placeon the ground, orisitsimply a
paper exercise to justify the release
of funds? This calls for a thorough
audit of the state’s afforestation

Funds are
coming in

('»l the forests, Is the state creating

habitats that can support wildlife, butisthe .

arisitmerelyplantingtreeswithout JEMUEREIT

th e Moreer the probiem s [N
of s the H

being amplified by climate change. JLARCUEIELEY

As temperatures rise and rainfall

patternsshift, the forest ecosystems

upting
of flora and fauna. Forest hagnwnwkm.dﬂwnbylnfrn-
structure projects, mining and unchecked tourism, has
further shrunk the Ilvmzsputs of many spcckx
Whatis urgently required is a conser

vation policy, that goes beyond pt«tmmlsdumm The
forestd needs o priorit

tion, address the invasive species problem, and ensure
that afforestation programmes are scientifically and
ecologically sound. The department, already stretched
thin, needs more support in terms of resources and per-
sonnel. At the same time, a coordinated effort between
government agencies, NGOs, and local communities is
essential to manage and mitigate wildlife conflicts. To
prevent this crisis from spiralling out of control, the gov-
ernment should move beyond blaming encroachment
and focus on restoring the quality of forests, Only witha
hnllmc appvmdn w0 mmcrvannn can |he state hope to

Theromance of e-commerce

Every update is a thrilling
chapterin the unseen
story of how my online
purchases find their way
tomydoorstep

SHYAMALA RAO

mesha has picked up your or-
der! Therecan benowordsmore
thnlluuwhcn)uu nhnmyu\d

dent, it's a natural urge w see how far
away your food is, But people often
track even when the reason is not so
urgent. A consumer habits survey
found that people liked to track their
wdcnmrydqy even Ildelm?wm t

juumty hnddghl initsell,
rder update shows me that my
1‘-an cotton saree was picked up in
Santipur, West ,butithastostay
tin Ranaghat beforeitis sent
n:\i:r r.epmﬂl facility at Howrah, And

INPERSPECTIVE

Are India’s laws
ripe forreview?

SC hasunderlined
the need for
legislative reviews
to assess how
laws meet their
objectives

SURBHI SACHDEVA AND
JWALIKA BALAJI

1 you were to die tomor-

row, your will would have

10 conform to the arcane
and archaic proced)

are neither mandatory nor
- Aperiodicreview of
tion can concretely be
builtinto a regulatory frame-
work, through executive or
legislative action. An exclu-
sive department to evaluate
the functioning of laws could
be set up (as in Chile with
the ‘Law Evaluation Depart-
ment’). Alternatively, a wgu
jon can be enacted wh
mandates periodic rr.w:w
and sets out the framework
for the same (asis the case in
Thailand through the ‘Rules
on Legislative Drafting and
of the Ox

out in the Indian Succession
Act of 1925, a 100-year-old
legislation. Your will would
been registered under a
hingits 120th

of Law Act, B.E. 2562(2019)").

Once we answer how
such a framework can come
a‘blo\‘n. the question of w!ut

anniversary - the Tlep':trn-
tion Act of 1908, These laws
suffer fromglaring shortfalls,
such as the need to make a
physical will and registering
{tthrough a paper-based and
in-person process. Though
these kaws have clearly with-
ered with time, they have
umm withstood the test

A literal century, and
then some, has gone by, yet
a wholesale review of the
performance of these laws
renuin‘l A pipe dream. F‘.“

continues to loom. In India,
although the Law Commis-
sion is tasked with ad-hoc
review of legislations, there
is no clarity on the method-
ology and the metrics it uses
for the same. For example,
the “Terms of Reference’ for
the 22nd Law Commission
of India state that it should
carry outa review and repeal
of obsolete laws, assess kaws
for their clarity and simplic-
ity, and evaluate their im-
pact on stakeholders from a
socio-economic and gender

of 2013 - this ion has
seen a decade of substantial
amendments. &n who is to
say an d 100

‘m.ﬂwmwb
lished by this Law Commis-
on SO w0 Bt

year-
dd law has performed better
or worse than a 10-year-old
law in a state of constant re-
vision? At the moment, we

by which these Terms of Ref-
erenceweremet, andonwhat
basis the Commission was
evulunting the legmnmm

e q
g seona o

work toreview these laws.
Recently, thc Supreme
Court rei llm need

oit, ap-
wmnlly, because of what Urban Dic-
tionary calls “pre-parcel anxiety,” the
state of nervous apprehension you're
in until you have your hands on the
thing you've paid for. But I find that
there are far nicer reasons o track a
package, especially if it's to reach you
after along journey: the romance of all

those far-off, unknown places it touch-

for a while at the Abu Road Junction
in Rajasthan, They both arrive at the
Hoskote sorting hub on ll\e same day

for a periodic review of legis-
lation, calling ﬁw “legislative
rwk-vn. in nklum m]udi-

and travel together to my By
home.

And having followed their adven-
tures, | picture dotted lines crisscross-
ing all over the country, connecting
my life vnlh dw.' llw:s of i mnumcmhle

wexam
lnchawwehhwhnmlﬁll«l
its objectives. As recently as
July last year, the S\lmme
Court directed that a “per-
fomance audit” of the Ma-

effec
tiveness, a fair md compre-
hensive assessment scheme
is key. A model framework
for evaluation should strive
10 be comprehensive, even il
ircannot be exhaustive. Laws
could be assessed both from
a rights-based perspective
(for example, assessing the
balance between rights and
restrictions, evaluating the
effects of the legislation on

But you don't just settle down pa- anmmwny lhrunmh mtuumol bringing Slum Areas (Im-  individual rights) as well as
tiently for your brown paper bag w carly wotrucks hing | desired. I think of Clearance and  an administrative perspec-
arrive. You continue to watch the on dusty roads, one, somewhere, luidinu lml pu:kmg Rdnck)pmun)lm 1971be  tive (for example, undertak-
and-black motoreycle icon on the nup Ifyou'reintoold novels, you're aware  mysaree, The Court em~ mg a cost-benefit uulws of
as it inches its way towards yow. You  of the delicious thrills that awaitasen-  a rateling truck in :m- mdawn hovr& ptunsed the
cheer for Umesha when he makes a  tence like this: “Early that morning, deangn ckag: SVt just ng I duty” to m du-mpmdmehwmvu\-
nifty U-tum, and wait nervously as he  the ship dropped anchor at the portof  its progr i ing the invisible sure the sete.).
nears that troublesome traffic le- Mm."'nv.- cking enthusiast feelsa  handsth Il fthi ! ammwkpurwwwhieun Another approach 1o re-
neck Th ke { bringsa  similar ing “5:30a.m.; Pack-  adv Inthe qui looked: it, which entails  view a law could be the use
little excitement of its own, and you're  ageleftSonepat. There'saflutterofan: - manceof e-commerce, there'sa joy not anadditional dutyto“closely  of “macro” and “micro™
notalone if you indulge init, ticipation for the thing that's arviving,  just in what you get, but in the story of monitortheworkingofastat- - markers. Macro markers

you're famished and impa-

of course, but to cf on it during its

how it found its way to you.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

The government’s inquiry i llll{;) mn:m( inance bodnes
y

lending practices,

Guidelines needed

Iy, alternative mi;ml'mnrt schemes through Innlu

ment during lean m:wrry periods, isa vvﬂmmc step.
To better serve the mdz’ gukkllm-s for: lmding und

recovery p

ukd be

Amisguided pull-out

Apropos “Trump decision bad for
bal healthcare’ (Jan 27), US Pres-
t Donald Trump's short-sighted
decision to disengage his country
from the WHO has justifiably raised
concerns throughout the world
Ifnot reversed, itwould inflicta
major blow to the functioning of the
renowned global body, which has

balance he survival of wildlife.

long dealt with emerging threats

ute”, along with a continuous
and real-time assessment of
the statute’s impact. This,
according tothe Apex Court,
is an integral part of the Rule
of Law.

A tworjudge bench of the
Supreme Court does not
use the words “constitution-
al duty”™ and *Rule of Law™

would involve general and
objective metrics, such as
clarity in drafing, interface
with other laws, adherence
tothe Constitution and soon.
Micro markers are the objec-
tives that the law sets out for
itself, allowing for more sub-
Jject-specific serutiny of the
lawas well. These models are

should be explored to provide more facilities for the Ilghdy itimposes a heavy  neither mutually exclusive

underprivileged, impetus on the government  nor exhaustive, but merely

AKShariff. Mysury to regularly evaluate its laws  indicative, They emerge as

for their efficacy. However, possible starting points to be-

from new viruses and ks of diversity with people ing such gin such a frame-

life-threatening and major diseases. prmlng dlffmm uhgnnm But would require a systematic - work, rather than concrete

Kamal Laddha, e for ion as i

lmm the ugpeunheu?cr?m afirststep, As the laws in India hit

H ic questions about its ‘uniformity’, their ten, twenty, or even hun-

HowuniformisUCC?  §5oaiaii e benean Adedicated dred-year marks, they are ot

T"f‘m[ﬁ'"' Civil Codeisa lm--f In India, the Law Commis-  only ripe for a review, but for

wil ing mechanism ('Uniform reaciers sion, standing committees,  a systematic, peniodic, and
Civil Code to be rolled out in Uttara- Wmmu and Parliamentary Commit- ol;yz::rmnvirw

khand today’, Jan 27) that proposes  emasked - ot handwritten - aabl be accepted. tees sometimes review spe- (The writers are research

o unify people irnespective of caste,  Allletters must carry The sencer's postal cific Iqulndumonanudhoc Jellows at Vidhi Centre for

creed or social status, India’s exist- 0155 ang phone rmbey basis However, these reviews Policy)
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Protecting consumers

Rules for ecommerce must be comprehensive and clear

he recent draft brought out by the Bureau of Indian
Stmdudl(mslmlmmhdtﬂvldlmmundm:whmurﬂim
growth. The self-regulatory rulebook is

aimed at of as well as other
lndmﬂudma.wdlmnimumu!umummldmlﬂplemlnm
framing pol -regulatory,
a signal. For instance, th policy s still being made
nm:wmnmmdlnamrymlnimy wmml}uxmlhmﬂlpnlky.(hwiddlnu

whether

Nhin.PoodmdNbﬂchnhnlm mywuhmmmammlmdnm

Asforthe huut draft guldellnes wwh!ch the industry can respond by mid-
February, an effort must be made to tweak the rules in a way that they address
the varied b models by The diverse
models have evolved over time. How a large online marketplace operates is very
different from a food-delivery platform, And how & niche inventory-based sin-

gle-brand fashion unsits has toa
quick commerce entity's operations, Therefore, the guidelines must factor in
these to help stay nimble while protecting

Estimated at around $137 billion, India’s ecommerce market is projected to
expand at a compound annual growth rate of over 20 per cent between 2025 and

Taminginflation: How
the Budgetcanhelp

By easing supply-side constraints and using counter-inflationary
tariff policy, the finance ministry can ensure prices remain in check

udget 2025 will be presented agalnst the back-
dmpofncydlallhwlmorpm!lmlmo-

par, driven by the income effect, powered by direct
lnmnummlm(a.g PMK]SAN punllntl).freeo-
“freebles

ye-rlnw(s.‘permlmm -FY2S)

Inflation. Thisty
hmmdmuppmpnnenmypnlkympam
to deal with it have led to sharp differences of oplnion
-nmmme Reserve Bank of Indla’s (RBI'S) monetary

Centre and states, These fiscal transfers are here to
stay, for political economy reasons, They, in effect,

OPINION 13

Investment will depend on domestic demand

prospects, Labour mnrlm conditions also phy an
role. The

have reduced drastically o 57 per cent and 3.5 per

cent for urban and rural areas, respectively. However,

there s slack on the wages front—real wages

Is modest for semi- and mid-skilled workers, This man-
i iddle-cl o-
torary ke sedans, etc.

s needed

for u:e success of employment-linked lm;zuve

internship scheme — monthly assistance of 85,000
for the lz-momhlmenuhlp—needlmbenbdup
to achleve the target of 10 million beneficlaries over
five years. To make it popular and successful, the
scheme should be Integrated Into the academic cur-
ricula of vocational universities,

‘There Is ach, tax rate cuts
to boost demand from the middle class, The fact Is
that most of the “middle class” pays very little Income
tax, In the assessment year 2023-24, only about 3.4
per cent of the adult population of Indla actually

jd any Income tax. The income tax rate cuts will

Ip boost demand but for the upper middle and
top-income groups. Benefits of goods and services
tax rates are better to boost demand of low- and mid-
dle-income groups.

To revive middle-class demand, we must rev up

increase the b power, which
Is used to buy non-food items and services. This infer-

2030. The BIS has taken note of this growth i

Jand

for self- citing in and trust. The Ve:ry lmiementmhbemgmldmtm role of the
draft outlinesa with a three-ph covering pn fiscal authorities in mitigating the costs of the infla-
contract formation, and post- stages. Each quire elab Bon: s, Budget 2025 |
by ) frige KYC (know your me ol th and, in the process,
) checks on product listings, details on seller g y of LIDRRE
contacts, a level playing field for all nnkahohdzn. among others. While some of s
the proposed steps like having a human interaction for help/guidance would be fe tuiation "fm"‘”m
useful for a large majority of the buyers, others like stating the carbon footprint “hawks” and “doves”. During the last
in product labels and online platforms could be challenging. decade, food pﬂu' volatility has
Despite its recent high growth, the size of the ecommerce market in India is remained unaffected by interest rates,
still a fraction of the country's retail sector, which was estimated at around $950 lending credence to the clalms it Is a
billion last year, This leaves a hugp window of growth in purely supply
with internet With that in ‘True, weather and other supply-
mind, y intervention in hould be ugmmhmm busi- llde dllmpuuns are mwﬂ:«
nesses, startups, volatility. re
lhrgcpmufv:!:'hm _::m’tmed must work together Is more to the issue than meets the
e eye, Counterintuitively, elevated food  RAM SINGH

retail both in physical stores
and ecommerce platforms, in terms of quality of products, return and refund
policy, and payment issues, For that to be enforced with zero tolerance for viola-
tions, a central regulatory body has to be put in place with powers to penalise
errant businesses. Rules made by diffe and would
only i osts, and

end up
thwarting growth in a sector that has shown promise.

Small steps to equity
Lowering SIP threshold should increase penetration

he Securities md Exchange Board of lndlu (Sebi) has proposed the
lans (SIPs) by allowing funds
wnﬂusll’lu!mpﬂmmuh lfncmlry the regulator says it will
help to subsidise transaction costs for asset management companies
(AMCs) lhn oﬂer lhm: schemes. The small ticket size has been compared to
paperand thy
tise investing by making SIPs affordable for lower-income groups. It could be a
good product for Tier-11 towns and rural settings, given the income match with
those populations, In analogy, just as shampoo sachets opened up rural markets
and reached lower-income groups, Sebi hopes this would lead to an explosion of
interest i in and i
Currently, the minimum SIP amount for most funds is 500 per month, The
new sachet SIPs can be offered by any fund, but an investor can take only three SIPs
(from different schemes) at a rock-bottom cost. The mutual fund industry may wel-
mmwmmwmmmummmﬂe@mmmu
off the ground.
Amhﬂnnnledhmthmdh(AmﬁLwhhmhnmlorﬂewsleum
lm\mdnﬁvmuuulcdunmmchumyhsmdpmuhgmm
percent, which s high P indirect

Inflation over most of the last decade
hsbemmomplmdbyrﬁmmmmpmnm
for food and fi

ding to the [§ and
Expenditure Surveys 2023 and 2024, since 2011-12, the
food basket has become healthier as shares of milk
products, fish & meat, and fresh fruits have increased

levels Is that the share of food in the consumption
basket has come down across the board. The dietary
are the poorest 20 per cent

hnnll

& relatively significant t!mne!n expenditure shares

of milk products, eggs, flsh & meat, and fresh fruits.
‘Therefore, food Inflation seems to be, at least in

zmeh.um‘-u byusldymrlldmuml
¢ two-wheel

cammamlnnnubukﬂ.evenmw&cen!
relatively high Inflation, To the extent driven by the

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), which
account for about 250 million jobs and 45 per cent of

exports, They borrow at usurious rates ranging from
uwmthmmummﬂdrdy.muwm

Iincome effect, food Inn.hn, 3

ammets 1 !

pwl(xt\enmelune,pulhuvellmmmm
stocks due to Inadequate storage
capacity restrict supplies and thus
significantly contribute to vegetable
and fruit peice Inflation and volatility,
especially for potatoes, onlons, and
tomatoes, The onus lies with the
Centre and state governments,
To ease food Inflation, Budget
2025 should focus on cold storage,

‘warehouses and transportation logis-
ﬂcl&mhhdllmlﬂmldbedml
oped and run on a public-private pat.
nership basls for efficlency plu&
Irrational caps on storage and load capacity should
be removed to attract private investment, Budgetary
support should be increased
vices, and price support to improve the productivity
of edible oll crops, which are & leading cause of food
inflation and avoldable import bills. Customs duty
on food ems should also be antl-inflatonary.
These measures will reduce food inflation, creating
enough elbow room for the RBI to cut interest rates
to provide the much-needed boost to private Invest-
iption. Sticking to the fiscal glide
path and restricting the fiscal deficit to 4.5 per cent
of GDP will also help.
The effectiveness of Interest rate cuts In inducing

Iy d by Revival
and

help both employers and the additional hands they
employ, Howwer.menmwmhuldlellmn!
hof MSMEs

the broader market. The solution les in creating digital

for MSMES by

inified Lending lmuface(UlJ) —theRBl's

dlanl plallnvm 1o facilitate lenders’ decislon-making

other digital placforms, such as Aadhaar-linked

KYl.l: -Udyam, TreDS, GST data, Income tax, and the
‘Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC),

‘The ONDC can make MSMEs easily discoverable
without relying on costly platforms like Amazon
and Fllphrl Its usage should be encouraged
through tax rebates and subsidies for ONDC-com-
phlant lof!we and hardware, Al-powered Big Data
analytics can consolidate financlal data from this
and other platforms, along with bank statements,
to create an accurate financial profile that can be
used by banks to finance MSMEs.

Through these mmm the Budget will rmnu

cnqafwwdhﬂmnm maonetary policy,

The awthor is director, Dethi School of Ecomomics, and
member,

‘Virasat aur Vikas’ in clothes and food

he (Mme of this Republic Duy “Virasat aur
Vikas™, h

examine how our Indlanness in everyday life
has evolved since liberalisation and how far we have
travelled from an esrlber love for all things forelgn toa
comfoet with our Indlanness. Food and clothes are the

Melnnulhln umlwdnldnmuemludm

behind eithe

{nrbmhfnnmlnndwuﬂotmlnm.wuhmtel

mtnetnnmumpmvﬂumww ww-nl
hand adop-

the purpose for which lhey were originally meant,

“The kurta or kurtl "top” also now comes in a zillion

new patterns and lengths and s teamed with an

equal varlety of bottom wear, including jeans, cre-

lllng an urly of looks from near-Western to fusion
‘ethnlc”,

Atth there are more Indlan actresses

most
In the early 90s, global consultants advised
Indian

uanarnnn “ethnic" cmungnnuhnwomby

westernising in thelr cholee of clothes and food, fol-
lowing the pattern of most markets that developed
before us. sarl would go the kimono way and
become ceremonial and as the ranks of working
women swelled, Indlan breakfasts

mutual fund from the AMC and save
nnlmmmdl-rymm lndfea.nvmmcmmw and

AMCs will h network, which will further drive up costs.
This I imply-
ingth notbe blicised. Since th targets Jow-income
mxpl.whidunn\ y part of the and it looks at

h may not be easy to publicise.
While Sebi may be prepared to subsidise the scheme to some extent, there

Munlly.lfﬂwxremebmrrnupo;ndn.nwudbepwmmguukludw
funds, Henm‘bhmumybepmmdmwmhmmm-ah-m
cohor

1 and cold milk.
Things have, however, panned out
& bl differently 25 years later.

Food and clothes, of course, have
changed significantly, You cannot
accuse Indla of ever remalning stat-
lc. However, change has not been
linear or along clearly defined vec-
tors. It has been a constant swirl of
the old, the new, and the remixed.

The sarl Is now worn a lot less

s,
llmplynm hmﬂ!mmhmﬂdhdmmnymmmmﬂumm
out of th The devil will be in the detail.

}bwmmhmhddywillmcmhmrp'wldem alternatively, how can it reduce
transaction costs incurred by AMCs for mutual fund products? The former option
cannot belbmunnpmpmmmh\mnl!&bideddumkkmnlh:mwep‘
with asubsidy, it be healthy for the an
extended period because it would lead to distortions in the ecosystem. The latter
possibility — bringing down costs — m.ybe'hew.ylopbullﬁupmthzmhmt
to find viable ways to do this without hurting th

Net-net, the idea is attractive in theory, but a lot of detail would have to slot
into place for it to be workable in practice, Floating the concept may, however,
lead to solutions being found, since AMCs would like to bring low-income groups
into the fold. the would have to work out the
designs carefully after consultations with the industry.

ly across all ages and soclal
dm But sarl wearers are not so rare as (o attract
special notice In public spaces, Yes, nowadays at
certain kinds of business and soclal events in a few

as the 80s, of people who wore Western clothes s fast
disappearing. Temples abound with young women
clad In jeans even as women police constables wear

wearlng Western couture on the red carpets of the
world and Indlan designers making a splash in the
world's fashion capitals, blending Indian crafts with
non-Indian wear.

‘The story on food Is Just as delightful. Indians of
all hues have embraced the world's culsines and

uniforms
during Navratrl,

Ayoung professional froma com-
m known for soclal

them our syn-
cretic creden(llll Thela gaadis and udlpu serve

norms sakd she was golng with her
parents to a community event, her
“coming out” or “debut” onto the

marriage scene, Asked what

Whmen noegg”. “Jain" s now a well-established vari-
ant In every haute culsine around the world. While
momos, noodles and plzza are standard fare In all
rqlnmorlndh even more Interesting 15 the new

Jeans and a nice top, quite oblivious
of the contradiction between such

pantsof India. A popular
Mumbal

did just that and attracted customers from trendy

conservative milleu, A young mar-
keter from a similar milleu “Because it's

bistros and The lesson? Inlerullm
Indian be cool. The

only the outside tra)
as long as you conform
India h

nobody cares about that
to the Important swuff”.
asatight

big citles, sarf wearers are rare and
but young women In impeccable business sults do
not dismiss them with the judgemental coding of
“behind the curve”. In fact, they offer the observation
of the sarl wearer being "power dressed”.
Interestingly, the sart is finding its new modernity,
1t Is now being wom with sneakers, t-shirts, and crop
mplnglhelymmyornmhnumhmm
Therelsa
mwutmyofmnmbnlnuncdoumdululmd
fabrics across the price — especially at the
middle to high end. And for the younger generation
that Is unwilling to struggle with draping 18 feet of

fist loosening slowly, and we are seeing a lot of that,
Today's India has women embrac-

now for high-
end, unabashedly Indian brands of alcohol,

We now love being global, and love belng desi,
mdhvebelngvohddul w«mu have fewer

value have

Ing the new uniform of freedom wear, akin to the
transition from dresses to In the rest of the
world, but inthe form of & new-age remix of the tra-
ditional north Indian salwar Kameez. Called “pun-
jabl dress”, it is visible even In the most conservative
parts of South India, This remixed garment has
galned even more freedom by losing its dupatta,
considered de rigueur for decency not long ago.

around lndun and Western, Except at
premier Indian business schools, where Western
clothes for women for the class photo and for pllce—
ment are st
al, professional lmm of the collepe It's llme for
them, as leaders of tomorrow's atmanirbhar, atma
vishwasi India, 1o look around them.

Dupattas are now worm for formal
occaslons, relegated to one shoulder, not serving

3 Mal

on India’s consumer economy

m ubaand Kerala as "curlous

The curious case of Cuba and Kerala

A
~ %
BOOK REVIEW

NEHA KIRPAL

a rmgnex
colonial

y values, "The
leftist politics in Kerala was

lﬂ:hlucmu old-world chl'm, lmnlc

sodeep that lupwmuh lterary culture

another reason for Malayalis to feel a
special affinity for Fidel — his love for
dmmmch (moringa), which are

writerand not asaforelgner.” Further, the
y Kerala

cousins”, g!ven all !hll they have in
ithless

synonymouswith Cuba, too, besides, of
WM“‘-W"‘MM remalns

Mnh ! yrate,a
soclalist-communist Ideology, and
both winners in public health delivery,

dchild health.

inthe

cocktails, that people with more in hy " writes Ullekh, “Cuba, In a sense, Is alsoa metaphor in
up lass] il with Inmyoumpmoﬂmuunyoulm Ullelmdnbomunn how Cubals Kerala for so-called communist values
fth -'--“wrlm Journalist later, Ullekh had the unique in more waysthan one. “The ~— which are considered not very
book. According to 2044 npuu thereare Ullek.h In 1983, C vl tomeet y di different from G 1l
about Cuba's hy the then Prime Guevara's daughter, the longest trade state,” explains Ullekh.
nmﬂxnmofwhthmmnm’l\ll Alelda, whowas embargo inmodern But as with many small nations,

M.mlslzr lndln Gandhl, mmne'becr
hugged”.

are

Ullekh discovered that in recent years,

onpmplnhln.kol(‘.uban a precious fro A “A ha  thehe h he points out. Desplte most young Cubans have moved for
touris nd beard and film-star looks, and more recelved Inseveral parts American sanctions, Jobs In large numberstothe US and
d ‘writes Ullekh, With Its than that, chartsma — for us kids, his of Kerala, when she the great progress Cuba sptln.Whlklnuucumwlxhlomeo{
iaa B cap 1l dailies leftalasting visited Indlain 1997, d ., he also found that
three Cs(clgars, classic cars and {lash ad " recalls Ullekh. In 1990, Ullekh first unlike the older
g of Ernest ban read the. inth plaof the
by Cuby decades, author, however, th ot more C dh f One the younger lot wants
bath. hy fellow P Ullekh Hundred Yearsof agriculturels freedom from perpetual economic
commentator Ullekh N P finally had a Asa y in P journals, dable, The “E: dl
chancetovisitthe country inthe Kerala, Ullekh first Cuba icl ubaby GarclaM: yis
mnumd}onmnlwmlhmu'l‘hh and Fidel Castro In 1982, These Malayall Marxists as well as above 79 years, which parwith uban h
bonkinulullo!mu It inthe formof fCuban literature over the o the he internet with d
litical his Marxist yeau'somen{usl'rm)dl.ulefulllh» Cubg has the world have led to frustrationand a
vith varlous local people, d on th of Kannur by (.ubn nno literacy level f ¥FOMO," he
senlor students ‘here he lived. ly du [nu(. 204, of
and tourists among mmmumummmemnndmuh them along with works on and by the RaviDC,
'Mﬂnmmmmaﬂm literacy rates, Ki Jastro gentine-born Cuby V. house DC Books, ks belleved to have lwodar-dlncmvoll\mn The reviewer is a freelance writer based
Sea, Culx and aribbean nation as a ch ra,” recalls Ullekh, Headds d Ashok A der, once in New Delhi
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Opinion

Focus on smaller players

Budget should look at removing policies
that end up breeding local monopolies

GAINSTTHE BACKDROPof aslowing inwhich small

havebeen hit by restric-
tions, the government must heed the many volcu caullnmng
against highi dutiesand

ly

large cnrporadom Concerns have been P d about how g
policies may be creating “local monopolies” Indeed, the government would
dowellmteviewtheimpommd import policies on products such as solar
panels, poly d viscose fiby d other critical raw materials such as
sleel mpper and ilumlniumTwuldng du(.uxtoms duties on lnpuu, and
ffin-
Ished gnods inahost of sedml!y lowering lmpon duties and easing other
barriers, the government would not be doing the user industries a favour; it
would merely be ensuring these businesses operate in a fair environment
that will make their operations viable, This has the potential to create job
opportunities at a time when larger Indian mmpanics are scaling back on

hiringand reining inwage hikes,and isaprobl
Critically, it would boon local manufacturing ind help further India's
China+1asg ingfulin
sectors such green energy, semi- mndudnn, and electronics goodx. the
kind of cap d from the private sector after corpo-
ration tax rates were slashed in 2019 simply hasn't materialised. The gov-
ernment has gone all out to boost i rolling out sch like
FAME (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehi-
cles) for electric vehicles. The production-linked lmmlmenl scheme is a

with 75% of the capex tabbeing picked up by the
the state concerned. Reports in the media to the effect that the govern-
ment islooking at a new concessional mvpcrate tax scheme for new man-
ufacturing unitsat 18%(pl b ftheone

that lapsed in 2024, are enmuraging

lnvntmmuby theprivau ucmrhave been sluggkh panly bacausevh

), in the
B

Limnn gl st

dthefactth ityutilisationisataf hlgh74-
7590, The finance minister has defended the private sectoralludmg to
investments for CBAM — carbon border adjustment mechanism — but the
ﬁnisl.hesharpcul inﬂmmrpmalionlaxﬁom Jo%mn%waslmznded

heavy- llfungtheue paslfvaun h -
Bethatasit may, the curm\t situauon - slawmg growlh tepid invest-
ments,and ter-cyclical sup-

port.The Budgeﬂsllkelymhzveincmm taxsops fotmlddle income house-
holds which are reeling under runaway inflation, and it is possible that, at
some pulnl, goods and services tax rates may be eased. But Whll! !he Cemre

ies, for theirpart, must meet
by lowering prlcu and sau’lflcing gl to late d d.Again,
whuzaedlt isnotmuchofa for d projects, interest Id
itheR tadovtenan at s i

pallcy rates are cut, the liquidity in the system needs to beadequateatall
times, One way the gwemmenl can help unleash anlmal xplrlts, especially
of! g of permiu
quired 1t ; rysh hrottlingtheamk
smallb vh cosyuptothe p hat be.

Skip the hype, here's how
Al 'agents’ can really help

® RUPEE DEPRECIATION

MONETARY POLICY INDEPENDENCE WILLBE TESTED

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO|

® COMMON LAW

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

Article 44 of the Constitution ordains that the

State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a
Uniform Civil Code throughout the territory of India.
One state has done it. I'm sure it will be a matter of
time that the entire country will have similar legislation

Concerns in capital account trend

HE RUPEE HAS been under h ller CAD ritical.
depreciation pressure since ’l’hul.!hepolkylncusmun tumtothe
October 2024 despite the Re- capital account, specifically reversing the
serve Bank of India's (RBI) trend of seculardecline in net FDI whichis
large-scale forex market int- RENU KOHLI tuming out to be a double blow — weak-
Forelg) e o —r  foils ening prospects for private investment
sh, $79 billion to $626 billion by e i Camton for Soou revival,and shutting off asignificant and
h:nwryll,(y].lol 5,froma peak of $ 705 bil- Sconcmic Seagress ICSEP), How Delid durable financing s aihs t’lg‘dn current
lion on September 27. part of this account. In fact, net FDI mostly stayed
cnuldbewluauonlou,Nmmber 2024 above 19 of GDPuntil FY22, afterwhich
C g com- net FDI inflow aggrega Ithas slowed alarmingly from FY24 and
It 295 ponents, Le,, net foreign portfolio invest- $478 million, largely because of net out- fell am until
Mlllon (net) In !he spot market and an ment (FPI), net forelgn direct investment ﬂowut $7billion in the last three months 2024, I the trend persists in the forth-
(FDI), external 2024). NRI dep- he rup
)in Octo- (ECBI),md non-resident (NIU)depmlu. oum[mNR(B)mdNR(E]M] avaysuhle ununlymoum(uvdumj
ber- Ason 30,2024, pee p Can ECBs and NRI deposlts ﬂll the
g sales  trigg FPloutfk $108 | millioninOx tfl $38 | gap?Mostunlikely. B
p ic§58.9 ig! bilhnn and Sl 4  billion in October-| Nuv million in November. Net ECBinflowtoo | est and exchange rate ‘movements,
These are massive am- d the has been quite low recently,a monthly Although the RBI has raised the interest
derlydeg It hened. This was no novelty  average of $600 mﬂllon m Seplember rate cap on various tenures of NRI
promp i i as Indi by 2024.Whilewe d: deposits in December, exchange rate
ket analysts to belleve the RBI' The RBI dto | ber ber 2024, there was rhk thh volatility cnuld be a deterrent. And with
tions have been excessive, and a more have mutered lhe art of simultaneous toocould ressure, corporates
appropriate pollcy should be to allow  interventions in both spotand forward  ofthedollar'sriseand rupeevohullty would lﬂmly dehy ing plans until
greater rupee for absorbi ¥ derly Thus, !he nnandng gap would have theexchange n!e nahllhem
external pressures and avoid overvalua- So, what could have been differentin b Thus, | pei
tionvis-a the current episode? In fact, thy | d that FPls return, That appears dlﬂkuli
malhawbeendepmdmnginmmtm bank has been building up an outstand- Thelmlhlldytnmuhackhsfnmr Aftera small § 3-billion inflow in Decem-
to the hardening US dollar, g from March ds market position and ber, FPIs have sold nearly $8 billion this
Wearenot sureifthat wasa fairassess- 2024,and yet the pressure on the rupee ~ market intervention fora more flexible | monthsofar.Itis striking that the total FP1
Onemust did not ease. rupee.l though, sell-off,$ 19 billion since October 2024, is
admwlndp that until September 2024, The answer possibly lies with other butnota from theeqn perhaps refl
I bank was ly "theuplul account,par-  one, Aweaker rupee is no g to | ing ¥
not ds ik FDLNet FDI very little movement in the debt market,

This was critical to replenish FX reserves
sold during the pandemic. Lessons from
past eplsodes suggest it would not have

In«g phases of surplus capital inflows that
en result in a wider current account
deficit (CAD) followed by a sharper
exchange rate correction.

Moreover, if CAD financing has re-
mained moderate for the past several
quarters and projected under 19 of GDP
InFYlS,theu:e(anhmenndqukhr

contrary,

Ann Y
L

inated l'rom luddcn capital aumw a a
1

8432 3 39 3 5 3 2 & ] b

mpmu‘wulumﬂexlhleexdt-,gﬁﬁigx:&=§§§gs§

ange rate policy is desirable, the focus o < L = 8 8§ & 7

e Source: R and author's projection

tic
inflow, which fell toa 17- -yearlow of $10
billion in FY24, has worsened this year.
During the first eight months (April-

DIPPING SHARE

5

W FDI/GDP == CA/GDP

improve the current account balance in
the short run, Without any immediate
reversal in capital flows, the pressure on

P

India: Current account & net FDI as share of GDP

neither buying nor selling, despite hard-
ening US interest rates. Although one
must flag that FPIs have mostly stayed
away from India's bond market post-
inclusion inthe [P n bond index,
‘I’he situation ins fluid, and pos-

ritical, O

Y

ooy o

in February, riskinga debt market sell-off
and further pressurising the rupee, Like-
wise,anydeviation from the fiscal consol-
Adation niath oot hand

ket pressure
could be relieved through a more flexible
d.For

a durable rupee stability, policy must
address structural issues tomake Indiaan

for FDIl again.

What to expect from the Union Budget?

Alot is expected in terms of measures to push for growth
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can we expect any real action
on this front?
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perhaps well-intentioned, her remarks
risk drawing the highest office in the
land into a hlghly partisan debna

and und g its The

still under debate in Parkament.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Navigating growth challenges in Sri Lanka

i Lanka’s new National

Peoples Power (NPP)

government, led by the

charismatic President,
Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
entered office in late 2024 at a
turning point in the country’s
economic history. Following
default on its external debe
obligations in April 2022, Sri
Lanka had experienced its worst
post-independence economic
crisis in 2022:2023. While the
economy is stabilising now, the
challenges are far from over, Sri
Lanka is on the mrndp‘oe of both
opportunity and risk and it is
crucial that the government charts
a path that balances growth with
debt sustainability.

Sri Lanka's recent economic
outlook offers cause for cautious
optimism, Thanks to prudent
monetary and financial stability
policy by the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, a $3 billion International
Manetary Fund (IMF) programme,
and $4 billion of Indian aid, the
ec appears to have
m A debt restructuring deal
of $17.5 billion reached with

bond holders and China
given Sri Lanka the breathing

accelerated, contributing to the
recovery of foreign exchange
reserves, In this environment, the
new nment has inherited a
stabilising economy, with the
latest World Bank growth forecasts
pointing to growth slowing from
4.4% in 2024 to 3.5% in 2025,

Internal challenges

However, there are looming risks
that the new government must
tackle head-on, One of the most

JOD.OOOpeoplefrunSrl unhln
2024 alone. This wave includes
educated IT, banking, marketing,
and medical
migrating for better job
opportunities abroad and a future
for their children, This is a serious
challenge for business and
governance, as the country faces a
growing gap in the talent pool
needed to propel growth,

Ganeshan
Wignaraja

Vigiting Senior Fellow,
ODI Global,

and farmer executive
director of Sef Lanka's
Fareign Ministry

think tank

Sri Lanka Is on
the precipice of
both

At the same time, the new
government has a Parliament with
littde experience. Of the 225 MPs,
about 150 are untested first-time
representatives, mostly from the
NPP, which raises questions about
the legislative and technical

this, the government must focus
on better public sector service
delivery, retaining key talent
within the state sector, and
creating policies that encourage
the development of expertise in
both governance and public
administration. Improved state
planning for undertaking
market-oriented public poucln
digitisation of public services,
training MPs in the legislative
process and understanding the
k of reforms

as SriL.ankan Airlines and the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation)
should be reconsidered for

Time for Congress to walk the talk

The Cc

s government continues to follow the 2021 order restricti ests

STATE OF PLAY

p or
their drain on public funds
threatens long-term fiscal stability,

External factors

In addition to internal chall

Sei Lanka's foreign policy will
critical, The geopolitics of the
Indo-Pacific are set to change
dramatically following the
re-election of President Donald
Trump in the U.S.. India has
emerged as a key player in Sri
Lanka's economic future, Given
the complex relationship with
India, the government must
strengthen economic ties with this
fast-growing nation, ensuring that
Sri Lanka be:ﬁdu from Indian

are the need of the hour. A top
quality public policy school to
train civil servants and MPs would
be an important addition to the
university system,

Tourism offers significant
potential to boost foreign
exchange reserves and spur
growth. Over 2 million tourists
visited Sri Lanka in 2024, a 38%
increase over 2023, However, the
government must do more to
ensure that tourism is sustainable
and benefits communities beyond
Colombo. Better marketing of Sri
Lanka as a multi-cultural

regions such as the north and east
of the country, will help create a
more balanced and decentralised
tourism industry. Furthermare,
supporting businesses linked
1o tourism activities and tackling
the recent wave of gang-related
violence should be a priority.
Fiscal sustainability remains a

y and
visk. It Is crucial
that the
government
charts a path
that balances
growth with
debt
sustainability

contentious issue, While revenue
1 y of

has 3

mment remains
Fe ity e o e expesive
role the state plays in the
ecmumy Dupiu- ruling out

Rajendran Naravanan
Vinay Sreenivasa

he Congress recen

announced the launc!

of ‘Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim,
Jai Samvidhan', a campaign to
commemorate the 75th year
of the Constitution, Hindutva
ideologues have denigrated
M.K. Gandhi while their anti-
pathy towards Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar  became  evident
through the disparaging re-
marks made by Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah in Parliament,
In this light, this campaign ap-

Chinese spy ships that have raised
tensions in the region, His visit to
India in late 2024 offers a
E-unhim foundation for stronger
ilateral relations, and the
government must now focus on
making concrete progress -
particularly in B8 links,
cross-border energy projects, a
digital identity system and the
deeper bilateral free trade
agreement under fation,
Apart from limited fiscal space
for social spending, Sri Lanka
faces the serious risk of
repayments (capital) on its
external debt starting in mid-2027
if it is unable to generate sufficient
foreign exchange though trade-led
growth, Working in partnership
with the IMF and World Bank,
Indlia should stand ready to help if
Sri Lanka falters a second time.
The Sri Lankan government
must develop a comprehensive
growth plan that ad both
te risks and longterm
unities. Navigating these

waters will
bold policy

plll'l to turn around state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) through better
management. However, some of

the larger loss-making SOEs (such

decisions, nndldeu\dﬂunfmsﬂ
Lanka's future prosperity. The
National Budget in February offers
an opportunity to make a start,

pears to hold promise,
The President must also live up to Since coming to power in
his pi of n ka in 2023, the Con-
in lndiu security concerns, gress government has sig
including halting visits from nllled its commitment to the

Constitution, It hosted an in-
ternational conference titled
‘Constitution and National Un-
ity’ in February 2024 and held
massive celebrations in Sep-
tember 2024 to mark the In-

ternational Day of Democracy
and the Chief Minister urged
people to abide by constitu-
tional values.
Notwithstanding these, a
genuine commitment to de-
mocracy must minimall elv
sure that everyone feels
active participant in & mn-ul
lluve process, Therefore,
es for ul dissent
ld not curtailed. In
2021, the BIP government in
Karnataka passed the Licens-
ing and Regulation of Protests,
Demonstrations and Protest
Marches (Bengaluru City) Or-
der, making public protests
outside a designated area ille-
gal. The grounds for these
were that the “unauthorised
manner adversely affect traffic
movement, which cause huge
vehicular congestion.” After
the order, protests in Bengalu-
ru have been limited to a small
E;rk ambushed by a parking
it is ironically called Free-

dom Park, Protests attempted
to be held anywhere else have
met with police crackdowns
and FIRs.

The right to freedom of ex-
pression and peaceful as-
sembly is a fundamental right
(Article 19), Indeed, the very
idea of satyagraha or peaceful
civil disobedience is one of the
biggest contributions of India
to the rest of the world. When
tenant farmers in  Bihar's
Champaran  district  were
forced by the British to cultiv-
ate indigo and were heavily
mbed for any crop fai-

, Gandhi initiated the his-
toric Champaran Satyagraha
in 1917, He defied government
orders to leave Champaran;
this resistance led to the
Champaran Agrarian Law pro-
viding relief to farmers, In
1923, the Bombay Legislative
Council permitted people
across castes to use places
built and run by the govern-
ment, However, Dalits were
prevented by caste Hindus
from drinking water from pu-
blic tanks. In defiance, in 1927,
Dr. B.R, Ambedkar led thou-
sands of Dalits to walk to Chav-
dar tank in Maharashtra’s Ma-
had and drank water from the
tank in protest. These, among
many others, have given the
world a grammar of dissent.

The Congress government
in Karnataka has continued
the undemocratic  order
passed in 2021, On August 15,
2022, 72 farmers protesting
against government acquisi-
tion of their land in Devana-
halli were arrested and FIRs

were registered nt:m them,
Numerous pml’l tine pml
esters have been

The police lhppcd Fle
against several people who
gathered at the steps of Town
Hall in Bengaluru to protest
against the assault of two Ma-

FIRs, but the process of fight-

ing itself became a punish-

ment, In 2023, on Gandhi's
birth anniversary, hundreds of
citizens walked from the
Gandhi statue to Vidhana
Soudha as a satyagraha to re-
claim the rights to peaceful as-
sembly. They were detained
z the police and an FIR was

led against several people,

Although election rallies
and religious  processions
cause traffic, only protest ral-
lies are banned. Controlling
traffic Is a civic matter, The go-
vernment's rationale that
protests held at a particular
lpol cause traffic is unfound-

ed. For instance, protesting at
lhe steps of Town Hall does
not cause traffic. The real rea-
son for traffic snarls are the ex-
ponential rise of private vehi-
cles without a commensurate
increase in affordable and
quality public transportation,
Peaceful protests are usually
lhe last resort for people when
nm to the government
fail. Therefore, using traffic as
areason to curb constitutional
freedoms is undemocratic.

If the Congress wants to
walk the talk, it must revoke
the 2021 order, Peaceful prot-
ests are sites where the
theatre of democracy is per-
formed and its pedagogy is
put to practice. So long as this
is not done, the ‘Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan' cam-
paign and other events would
appear to be mere platitudes,

Rajendran Narayanan oaches at Azim

Presi University and is affiliated with

LdirYech bndi; Virwry Sreentvasa bs an
advocate. Views are personal +

Will the FY26 Budget reverse the decline in social sector spending?

Over the last few vears,

DATA POINT

he share of the Union Bud.

outlays to most schemes under the
rural  development, education,
health, and social welfare heads
have either declined or stagnated.
Table 1 shows the allocations
for various social sectors as a lhll!

there have been steep cuts in MGNREGS, the national social assistance schemes, and PM-Poshan

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Findn.

ed in a delay in the disbursement
of wages to MGNREGS workers, Al-
location for the national social as-
sistance programme, which in
cludes old age pension, widow
pension, and disability pension,
has declined as a share of the total
Budget from the range of 1,.21%
0.36% in the years FY19:21 to about
0.2% in the last four years.

The allocations for the Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM-
POSHAN) scheme as a share of the
total Budget declined to 0.26% in
FY25 (Budget Estimates) ~ the low-
est in the last nine years - except
FY24 (Revised Estimates), The

of the total B T, primary oby of the scheme is
on health as a share of the total | to improve the nutritional status of
t declined from 2.47%-2.22% | children in Classes 1to 8

e FY1822 period to 1.85%
1.75% in the FY23:25 period. The
share of the total Budget allocated
to the Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment did not cross the 6% mark in
the last three years, which was the
case for many years prior.

Similarly, allocations for higher
education as a share of the total
Budget declined from the L57%
1.37% range in FY17:20 to 1L.27%-
0.88% in FY21:25, Allocations for
school education declined from
the 2.18%1.96% range to 161%
1.23% and allocations for social
welfare schemes declined from the
LBYN-L61% range to LI7%-0.97%
in the same period,

The reduced allocations can be
better understood at the scheme
level, Table 2 shows the alloca-
tions for various social sector
schemes as a share of the total
Bud#( Notably, llloudom for

such as the
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), introduced under the
United ive Alliance go-
vernment, declined signific
cantly over time, The 86,000
crore Estimates) allocated
for MGNREGS for 2024-25 formed
only L.78% of the total Budget, a 10+
year low, Latest data show that the
Rural Development Ministry was
short of 14,315 crore, which result:

M

in eligible s 8. It was earlier
known as the National Programme
of Mid-Day Meals in Schools.

were some o

Shrinking social sector pie

The data for the charts were sourced from the Union Budget documents

FIFTY YEARS AGO

Bill to ensure correct
weights and measures
New Delhi, Jan, 27: A Bill regulating the

provisions relating to metric weights and
measures would soon be considered by

JANUARY 28, 1975

'u:m| e (.:?:.n w‘:::,l. Parliament, the Minister of State for Industry
218 175 and Civil Supplies, Mr. A.C. George, said here
e B ; y . Mr. George, who was inaugurating a
166 A of the

that the

P on
metrication and legal manl.ug, stressed the
need for a correct measurement of weights and

measures in a developing country not only to
wumlamlumﬂlbebuchuledhumemn

Table 2: The table shows the allocations for select social sector schemaes as a share of India’s total Budget each year

this trend: allocations under the
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), the
Pradhan  Mantri  Awas  Yojna
(PMAY)-Rural, and PM Schools for
Rising India (PM SHRI) as a share
of the total Budget were on an in-
creasing trend or at least stagnat-

ing. Notably, all these sch
were launched post 204,

With the Budget for the next fi-
nancial year set to be presented on
February1, hwﬂlbecruthllom

of d
could compete effectively with those of the
advanced ones.

The Weights u\d Measures (law revision)
committee, on whose report the proposed

mine how the decl
for the social sector are being ad-
dressed. The sector has under its
umbrella a host of important
schemes, as shown in Table 3. The
table shows major expenditure
heads under each social sector.
The number in the table corres-
ds to a scheme/expenditure
ad's share in each sector's total
budget, For instance, about 33% of
the health budget for the current
year went to a flexible pool to be
used by States for their health
needs and 20.6% was alk d to

] | s | e | e leislation woul be buse,estimated tht even
Rural development Wuﬂuﬂuhmkﬁlﬂmdmmrﬁﬂh
Yational trade in India would cause a loss of Rs, 160
soclal assistance progamme
crores to the public in one year,
MGNREGS Mr. George said the provisions in the
Pradhan Mantr Gram Sadak Yojna proposed law on metrological and allied matters
DAY NRLM relating to packaged commodities ired that
the quantity contained in a package should not
Pradhan Mantrl Awas Yojna (PMAY]-Rural be less than the ity declared,
ﬂﬁw also macormmwmmy' me“
ate the price as well as
Proshan Mant Jon Aregye ojems it the date of packaging and the date by which the
School education d be used. Additional
Samagra Shiksha i
P POSHAN :!uuldahobcm.heuld.
M '] (PM SHRI)
Nt edorion A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 28, 1925
University Grants Commission

Grants to Central Universities (CUs)
s

problem

Oriya amalgamation

autonomaous bodies such as AIIMS.
Close to half of the rural develop-
ment budget was given to
MGNREGS and over 30% went to
PMAY-Rural.

IMs
NITs and Il EST Delhi, Jan, 27: Messrs Phillip and Duff, who were
uppwwed to enquire into the attitude of Oriya
Table 3: The table shows major heads as a share of each soclal sector's total allocations in FY2S8E (in %) L of Madras P il
towards mulpmnlon with other Oriya
Health | [p—— | sehool education | Higher education ki tacha Teve ikaihied thel ®
Flesibie poal for States [ 328 [ wonrecs 484 [ somogra snbona | 507 [ contralur. | 334 which they state that there is a genuine
206 | PMA¥ Rursl 20,7 | Astonomous bodies | 214 | IITy 217 long-st and deep-seated desire on the
I | [ of educated Oriya speaking tracts of Madras
M : !
PMIAY 8.3 | DAY-NRLM 85 | PM-POSHAN 17 | NITs, NEST 106 g" ki with (o, bind
Infrastructure maintenance PMGSY 68 | PM-SHRI I 83 | vec | 32 They have been informed that it
Medical treatment of pensioners 6.1 | Soclal assistance | 54 | Student ald “ was immaterial whether that administration be
by Bihar and Orissa, Bengal or Madras,
ah o . | B 0 D ) G v
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Candidates contesting

Number of violations

Delhi polls with higher

of the Model Code of
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Number of candidates
contesting Delhi polls

Number of Ahmadiyya
graves desecrated in

Number of dead Olive
Ridley turtles washed

secondary education

in the 41-50 age range

In per cent. According to an
46 ADR analysis of the 699

candidates contesting Delhi
polls, 46% or 324 cand|dates declared their
academic qualification to be between
Class 5 and Class 12, reflecting basic
schooling. Eight candidates hold doctorate
degrees. 18 candidates hold diplomas. »n

Conduct in Delhi polls
The cases were lodged
between January 7,

73 when the Model Code

of Conduct came Into force, and January
26. A total of 22,857 people were arrested
under various legal provisions, including
those under the Excise Act, during this
pedod. m

According to an ADR
analysis, the majority of

the assembly election in Delhi are in the
41-50 age group. There has also been a
significant rise in the number of candidates
aged over 70. Aam Janmat Party candidate
Rajender is the oldest in the fray at 88.

candidates contesting

Pakistan by extremists

Nearly 40 graves belonging
to the minority Ahmadiyya

desecrated by religious extremists believed
to be the members of a radical Islamist
party in Pakistan’s Punjab province.
Plklsun 's Parliament In 1974 declared the

ashore in Chennai

community have been

y as non-Muslims. m

1L,OO

turtles have been washed ashore dead
along Chennal's coastline for the past few
days, causing concern to
environmentalists. »n

Several
hundreds of
Olive Ridley
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Does cow urine have anti-infective properties?

Why did II'T-Madras director V. Kamakoti's statements on cow urine spark outrage? Which are the papers he listed which elaborated on the benefits of bovine
urine? Have any conclusive studies been undertaken in India about the same?

EXPLAINER

Arkatapa Basu
Priyali Prakash

The story so far:
n January 15, IT-Madras
director V. Kamakoti said that
cow urine had antifungal,
antibacterial, and
anti-inflammatory properties at a goshala
in West Mambalam in Chennai. In a media
interaction five days later, Dr. Kamakoti
listed five peer-reviewed papers that he
said validated the "anti-infective”
properties of cow urine. His statements
have since gone viral on social media as
many questioned his claims and deemed
his observations to be inappropriate as
the head of a scientific institution.

What did the papers state?
One paper titled "Peptide profiling in cow
urine reveals molecular signature of
physiology-driven pathways and in-silico
predicted bioactive properties’ was
published on June 14, 2021, in the journal
Nature Scientific Reports, "The
researchers have experimented and
presented their findings. Nature is one of
the top journals in the United States of
America. The output in the research
papers is the evidence,” Dr. Kamakoti
said. However, Nature and Nature
Scientific Reports are two different
journals. Independent experts said the
research article itself "does not seem bad™
but that it is just an analysis of bovine
urine. "Authors say that there are a lot of
studies of peptides in human urine, but
not much work has been done in the case
of bovine urine,”

Aniket Sule, associate professor at the
Homi Bhabha Centre for Science
Education in Mumbai, told The Hindu.

in pathology labs. So, they are just
presenting their analysis of bovine urine.
There is no claim beyond that.” Dr. Sule
added that there have been papers from
China discussing the use of cow dung as
fertilizer. “However, developing a
fertilizer from mammal urine/excreta is a
different thing from human consumption
of urine/excreta,” he said. Dr. Sule quoted
the example of U.S. President Donald
Trump asking scientists in his first term,
during the COVID19 pandemic, about the
alleged benefits of drinking bleach, “Just
because bleach is anti-bacterial on the
floor doesn't mean it is medicinal for
humans,” Dr. Sule said.

Gautam Menon, dean of research and

“There are also similar stud:cs :l)um
donkey urine. all

pass some peptides in their urine and
those peptides give a lot of indications
about the health of that individual. That is
also the reason why we do urine analysis

of ph)'slcs and biology at
Ashoka University in Sonipat, said the
paper is pcr'ccl!y masomble scu:nnhc
work, although whether it is i

Exaggerated claims: Cows covered In jute blankets to keep warm at a bam in Surat in 2024, aw

antibiotic effects on two standard
bacterial species is a common thing to do.
Their result is not particularly surprising
nor is it claimed to be,” he added.

The second paper Dr. Kamakoti
referred to was entitled ‘Benefits of cow
urine’ and published in the International
Journal of Recent Advances in
Multidisciplinary Research on September
29, 2017, The paper reviews previous
research articles describing the medicinal
benefits of cow urine, a form of research
called a meta-analysis. According to the
paper, “Many researches have also be
done, which shows its use for treatment
of skin diseases, stomach diseases, kidney
diseases, heart diseases, stones, diabetes,
liver problem, jaundice, athlete's feet,
cyst, haemorrhoid, etc. and show its
immunostimulant, bioenhencer,
antic anti-cancerous,

not is another matter”. "Checking

wound-healing, antioxidant, and

antimicrobial properties.” The abstract of
the study concludes by calling for more
public awareness of the importance of
cow urine. However, Dipshikha
Chakravortty, professor at the
department of microbiology and cell
biology at the Indian Institute of Science,
aluru, said in an email to The Hindu,
“Consumption of any urine is detrimental
and dangerous, including healthy
individual urine. Urine contains resident
bacteria, and that can be detrimental.”
She added that there have been reports of
various types of urine containing bacteria
that could be pathogenic. The prevalence
of grammatical and typographical
mistakes in the paper indicate the
journal's editors didn’t copy-edit it, a
symptom - albeit not a conclusive one -
of low-quality publishers.

What do other studies say?
In 2022, Bhoj Roj Singh, who recently
retired as the epidemiology head of the
Indian Veterinary Research Institute,
Ban:llly lcd a study that showed the

ility of humans ¢
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One paper titled 'Peptide
profiling in cow urine reveals
molecular signature of
physiology-driven pathways
and In-sllico predicted
bloactive properties’ was
published on June 14, 2021, in
the journal Nature Scientific
Reports.

v

The second paper Dr. Kamakoti
referred to was entitled
“Benefits of cow urine’ and
published in the international
Journal of Recent Advances in
Multicksciplinary Research on
September 29, 2017.

-

In 2022, Bho| Roj Singh, who
recently retired as the
epidemiology head of the

urine. In the nudy the team found lhm
fresh urine from cows and bulls cnﬂtams
at least 14 types of harmful bacteria,
including Escherichia coli. The smdy also
reported that urine can’t inhibit bacterial
growth, “In case one gets infected from
the bacteria, [the infections] can lead to
life-threatening infections, particularly
among those consumers who are already
sick or have weak immune systems,” Dr.
Singh said.

He also said proponents of drinking
cow urine had criticised the study for
using fresh urine while they advocated
the consumption of urine distillates. His
lab analysed these distillates as well as
packaged urine found in the market. "We
reported those too to be risky and full of
microbes (no-quality control practised).
Mareover, the antimicrobial activity
detected may hardly be of any
therapeutic utility as it may not be
feasible to consume such a large amount
of urine safely to get its antibacterial
action in our bodies,” he said.

Indlan y Research
Institute, Barellly, led a study
that showed the undesirability
of humans consuming cow
urine.

Is the Guillain-Barré

Syndrome life-threatening?

What are the causes and sym

oms of

full recovery possible? What is happening in Pune?

Zubeda Hamid

The story so far:
ollowing a reported outbreak of
Guillain-Barré Syndrome, a rare
neurological disorder, in Pune,
with 73 cases so far, the Union
Health Ministry has now sent a team to
the city to assess the situation. The
Maharashtra government has also set up a
Rapid Response Team to investigate the
sudden rise in infections. A total of 47
men and 26 women have been affected,
with 14 on ventilator support, the State
Health Department has said, as of
Saturday, January 25, 2025,

What is Guillain-Barré Syndrome?
Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) is an
autoimmune neurological disorder in
which a person's immune system attacks
their peripheral nerves, leading to muscle
weakness that can progress to paralysis.

»
K

People of any age can be affected, but it is
more common in adults and males. The
condition is rare, with an estimated
incidence of 1/2 per 1,00,000 population.
While the causes of GBS are still not
fully understood, in most cases, it occurs
after a viral or bacterial infection.
According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), infection with the
bacteria Campylobacter jejuni, which
causes gastroenteritis (including
symptoms of nausea, vomiting and
diarrhoea), is one of the most common
risk factors for GBS, People can also
develop GBS after having the flu or other
viral infections from cytomegalovirus,
Epstein-Barr virus, and the Zika virus,

How does it affect the body?

In autoimmune conditions, the body's
immune system begins to attack its own
cells. In GBS, the immune system destroys
the myelin sheath - a fatty layer wrapped

llain-Barré Syndrome? What are the treatment methods, and is a

around nerve cells. This impacts the
nerves' ability to send signals to the brain,
which causes weakness in the muscles.
GBS affects the peripheral nervous system
~ the part of the nervous system outside
the brain and spinal cord - that controls
the of muscles,
touch and pain sensations,

The first signs of GBS are usually
tingling and weakness that start in the feet
and legs before spreading to the upper
body, arms and face. Symptoms include a
pins and needles feeling in the toes,
fingers, ankles or wrists, back pain, pain
in the legs, not being able to walk or climb
stairs, trouble with facial movements and
double vision. For some people this can
lead to paralysis of the legs, arms or face.
The severity of the symptoms can range
from mild to severe. In approximately
one-third of people, the chest muscles are
affected, making it hard to breathe, the
WHO says. The ability to speak and

swallow can become affected in severe
cases. GBS can lead to life-threatening
complications when it affects the
autonomic nervous system which controls
your blood pressure and heart rate.

How is it treated?
There is no known cure for GBS,
However, there are some treatments that
aid in recovery. Most people can make a
nearly full recovery. The treatments
primarily include plasma exchange and
intravenous immunoglobulin therapy. In
plasma exchange or plasmapheresis, the
plasma (liquid part of the blood) is
removed, treated and then returned to
the body. This removes the antibodies
from the plasma that are attacking the
nerves. Intravenous immunoglobulin
therapy involves injecting the body with
immunoglobulins, which are proteins that
the body makes to identify and neutralise
pathogens. This helps decrease the
immune system’s attack on the nerves.
Supportive treatment is also given and
rehabilitation including physical and
occupational therapy may be required.
Recovery can take a long time.

Thr WHO says Gu:llam Bam

ly life

is
People with Guillain-Barré syndrome
should be treated and monitored as
quickly as possible and some may need
intensive care. If you experience sudden
muscle that gets worse over some days,
see a doctor immediately,
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Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)
Is an autoimmune neurological
disorder in which a person's
Immune system attacks thelr
peripheral nerves, leading to
muscle weakness that can
progress to paralysis.
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There is no known cure for
GBS. However, there are some
treatments that aid In recovery.
Moast people can make a nearly
full recovery.
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Wihile the causes of GBS are
still not fulty understood, in

mast cases, it occurs after a
viral or bacterial infection.
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should use di not
coercion, in deportation of migrants

onald Trump’s mass deportation drive

hit its first hurdle on Sunday when Co-

lombian President Gustavo Petro re-
fused permission to two United States military
planes carrying migrants to land. A furious Mr,
Trump announced that the U.S. would impose a
25% tariff on all Colombian goods, which would
be raised to 50%. The U.S, also threatened to im-
pose banking and financial sanctions and issue
travel bans on Colombian officials and associates,
Mr. Petro, a former guerrilla, responded in kind
by saying Colombia would also impose tariffs up
0 50% on American goods and refused to “shake
hands with white slaveholders”. But Bogota, un

Getting drunk, on homoeopathy

Central Drugs Standard Control

Organization & Ors., has, once '3)
turned the spotlight on the impossible challenge
faced by State rnments in regulating a
significant lic health hazard ~ that posed by
alcuhullc tinctures marketed in India as

ic remedies, Feeble attempts by the

Unhm Government to tackle the problem have
often been frustrated by ruthless lawfare
conducted by the very formidable homoeopathic
industry.

The regulatory maze
A good starting point to explain this issue is the

¥ " J
under the Constitution for these alcoholic
tinctures, which are liquid extracts of herbs
dissolved in alcohol. As per Schedule VI of the
Constitution, only States can enact legislation in

recent judgment of the Supreme Court
A of India, in Bhagwati Medical Hall vs

L

I8 the author of 'The

than alcoholic b a less di took many lives, This new rule, which appears to
consumer of alcohol wh v:hou sole alm Is to F‘ lack any scientific basis, allows the homoeopathy

these alcoholi are the Industry to sell in the retail market, alcoholic
perfect sut for alcoholic b 12% of alcobol in a bottle of
especially since many of these tinctures containa | maximum 30 ml. Larger bottles of 100 ml can be
very high volume of llmhol The Drugs and sold only to hospitals.

¥ Act permity for
homoeopathy to contain 12% alcohol by volume,
For comparison, the most popular varieties of
“strong beer" sokd in India generally contain 7%
alcohol

Slllt. governments have viewed the ssue
Elnwﬂy through the lens of revenue loss caused
cltizens who sonlume WNC alcoholic

anultulelosncumlmoﬁnu the
h industry unl of
unmi ﬁw(uv lplnll this mk because it

to sell tinctures with higher alcoholic

content, In the first round of litigation, the
homoeopathy industry challenged the
constitutional validity of the rule on the grounds
Mliwlllnummublemrkﬂmunkl

mudau hl;h«rm- Thllluuolnvmunw

one of the reasons for the administrative actions

taken by the Government of Uttar Pradesh, under

Section 22 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

in the Bhagwati Medical Hall case, except, as

correctly held by the Supreme Court, only the
sale

| right to conduct trade and that the
government lacked the power to make the rule.
“The industry lost before five High Courts and
eventually the Supreme Court, except it took
until 2044 for this litigation to be resolved. The
very next year, in 2015, the homoeopathy
Industry liunched a second round of lawfare by
filing 13 lawsuits before seven different High

der pressure, eventually a ed to take back relation to public health and the taxation of Truth Pill: The Myth of Unilon government can regulate the
the migrants “with dignity and respect”. A trade aleohol, The exception to this rule of taxation is if o:“ Ny .;M:V homoeopathic tinctures. Courts, on the grounds that Rule 1068 was invalid
war would have been bad news for both coun- the alcohol is meant for medicinal p in n m‘dln’ since it was not placed before Parliament for a
tries whose bilateral trade stood at $53.5 billion in which case, Entry 84 of List | allowed the Union Health concerns, industry lawfare period of 30 days, as required by Section 38 of
Kot wouk v bocs & by o o Gl e pre G s Services T (GST) oy vt i s it g gl fere bty oy
tariffs woi been a In the pre ‘o8 Tax era, to the ealth nightmare o rement was not met, st
bia, as the U.S, is its largest trading partner, wnh aleohol for medicinal preparation was taxed at a alcobolic tinctures, Since Sum huw no .hlll:y w | Courts temporarily stayed the operation of the
tariffs and financial and political sanctions, tiny 4% under the now repealed Medicinal and regulate alcohol rule in 2015, restraining government from
America could cripple Colombia’s economy and Tollet Preparations (Excise Duties) Act, 1955, Post permit the sale of these pmdun: rven ifthe suw mﬁm‘lm it until the legal challenge was disposed
d"uw"hh I “:rc:-":l: hin . wkh ::: loulm th ‘(;ns“l“’ m.m“mm I(;; rat and B:’I::runlfn‘l’: sm;- have repc mdu- ™ The simplest solution to these kwsuits was for
¥ e . 2 jaral 3l SOl o

Mr. Petro backtracked and to accept what cntwu:{ meant for medicinal purposes is not clear string of deaths of those who consumed the Union Government to simply lay Rule 1068
the White House sald was “all its terms". llnce !he mep(lm cmnle:, for alcohol meant for ;lcnhul h t)u'“whl et o!'*: before l'lrllu:rem i'g]o cd;yﬁ thereby knocking

Colombia and other South American coun- P is no longer fin L In effect, lic health tives of out the basis of the allenge. E
tries have been taking undocumented migrants Entry 84. Nevertheless, the Union has prescribed these State prohibitions on alcohol have been India's famed bureaucracy made the
::ck from ;!: US. in m@r In ‘]':ral;ry. W 18% tax d‘:::llkl:{l‘mm ‘}ry% ﬁ-u::"nusn‘ill‘)‘y a Unx law. Mu:ll:flo.{i\em can ::ukbn o m ‘d:" n.:\"n;o t;; mcﬂm:md

ere were n 5 from the US. to purposes, w 0 antly lower enact a -specific amendme: Drugs atran: t req or
its southern nefghbours, eight of which landed in State um on m:m;km o and tmulu Act, 1940 but that requires 13 cases to be trun-lemddn w© l:! swrmﬁ:d Cﬁ:m
Colombia. But what turned a regular exercise in- ‘The third aspect of architecture 1 Court to do 0 and transfe 13
o & controversy was the hnndmonhe deporta: Is that drugs are on the Concurrent (1", which The hrnr publk health hnm! of these cases to itself in 2017, where the matter has since
tion by the Trump administration - the use of means that both the Union and States can enact citizens who | languished unheard, Delays of such nature before
mostly military planes, which angered the Co- law but since the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 e on the that the Sup! Court, when it comes to regulations
lombians. Mr, Petro also raised concerns about is the Union kaw laying down quality standards nmm 0 be cured of their allments meant to protect public health, are nothing
the way migrants were treated by the U.S. Earlier, for hnmoeoplmk pmdutu. States need e fully aware i.'h' alcobolic c::hm unusual and end up costing lives of citizens,
Brazil had also raised of “d il ! pp for State-specific hese products. Except that consuming
treatment” of its dcpomd citizens, They were amendments. products containing high levels of alcobol, on a Key question
handeuffed, and some of them were not given This complex mxulmury mhlu-clun has daily basls, can cause serious ilinesses such as ‘The more important question is whether the law
water or allowed to use the washroom during the meant that i Alcoholic alcoholic hepatitis in patients who are otherwise should permit the use of nny aleohol in not just
flight, according to Brazilian officials. But Mr. lcoholi have hi heen immune | tnctures p«fenly hulhy Indian doctors have been homoeopathic products but
Trump does not seem to care, He wanted to from any form of quality regulation or taxation by rketed In W amount of dotal prod elpﬂ:hllywhen mher countries m
make an example of Colombia so that other States despite having a direct impact on public India as data of uuch rﬂem.l 1 symp cancer

ghbours will not chall his handling of the health which 'ﬂdul auulsunu. M d by regular alcoholic bwnl:;rl It Isune lhlng tor
10 backirack l:lz‘rm no‘:: '.!‘."u."ﬁm. S&‘momk T&iﬁﬁuﬂo«f r‘l"tlel for .umucfm remedics are a The IJ-:inn ment has been aware of the r:::m! any ailments, as cliimed by their v
muscle, but this kind of coercion could backfire slgnificant public health posed by these alcoholic manufacturers, but quite another for them to
in the long run in a reglon Mm Ameﬂcn has al- bewnpl alcoholic tinctures mmuimun-d public health tinctures and introduced Rule 1068 of the Drugs cause further harm to unsuspecting and poorly
wuyl tried to ts geoy Y the homoeopathic industry are more affordable hazard and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 in 1994 after a tragedy | informed citizens,
| in which hund

of mi;unu are being everyday is a blot
on America's tall claims of protecting human

rights. A better way of handling this crisis is
through diplomacy. Instead of imposing his will
on other countries through threats of tariffs and
sanctions, Mr. Trump could use the diplomatic
channel, seek consensus and then implement his
policy in a much more cordial way. But for Mr,
Trump, alas, coercion is the first resort.

Sinner’s win in Melbourne marks
anew era in tennis
T he 2025 Australian Open has pushed

world tennis into hitherto uncharted ter-

ritories. Jannik Sinner’s straight sets vic-
tory over Alexander Zverev micle him the first
man other than Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal
to defend his maiden Major title this century,
‘This, perhaps, is the clearest sign that the sport
has decisively moved on, even as 244ime Slam
winner Novak Djokovic, the lastman wmdlm;
from the Big Three era, limped out of the sem|
nal against Zverev. Among women, Madison Keys
may have become yet another first-time
champion, but the presence of No. Aryna
lenka and No.2 Iga Swiatek at the business end
shows that the women's field is a maturing mar-
ketplace, leaving behind the turbulence of the
past few years. Sinner's success was his third
straight in hard-court Slams. Such has been the
World No.I's dominance that of the 26 tourna-
ments he has entered starting from the Toronto
Masters in August 2023, he has won 14 and fin-
ished semifinalist or better in five others, Keys, in
contrast, was a bolt from the blue and had last
reached a Major final at the 2017 US Open, But
the fact that the 29.year-old overcame Swiatek in
the semifinal after erasing a match-point and
thwarted Sabalenka in the final a stirring
comeback from the Belarusian hers a top-
drawer performance,

While Sinner, on current form, appears head
and shoulders above the rest of the Tour, he still
has to contend with Carlos Alcaraz, his gnm
tional rival and winner of four Slams. The Spa
nlard may have lost in the quarterfinals w Djo-
kovie, but he handed Sinner three of his six
defeats in an otherwise sensational 2024 for the
Italian. There is, however, a chance that this duel
might come to an abrupt halt in April when the
Court of Arbitration for Sport hears the appeal
filed by World Anti-Doping Agency against Sin-
ner's acquittal over two falled dope tests (March
2024). Whether this saga gives the likes of Zverev
and Daniil Medvedev an opening is another thing
to watch out for. The two, who looked set to take
over from the Big Three only to be ambushed by
Sinner and Alcaraz, have collectively won just
one of nine Major finals they have taken part in,
Only a title in 2025 will keep them relevant, The
women's game, which in recent times has traded
predictability for novelty, might see the two as-
rﬂ.l in tow for the foreseeable future. Sa-

alenka’s consistency, Swiatek’s return — Mel-
bourne was her best run at a Skam since January
2023 outside the French Open - and Keys' win
point in that direction.
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The Union Budget as a turning point for climate action +

Il eyes will be on Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman when she takes

centrestage on February 1 to present the
Union Budget. As the nation grapples with
Increasingly frequent extreme weather events
and mounting pressure to meet its climate
commitments, the FY26 Budget carries the
welght of both urgency and opportunity. With
Just five years left to achieve India's first interim
Net-Zero target, the Budget must take decisive
steps to protect those on the frontlines of dimate

Amarendu Nandy

Is Assistant Professor,
Economics area,
Indlan Institute of

change.

Previous Budgets have demonstrated the
government’s commitment to climate action,
notably through initiatives such as the PM Surya

Ghar Muft Bijlee , support for electric
vehicle cha ire, viability gap
funding for of wind energy, and increased

allocations for the National Green Hydrogen
Mission. Yet, with a total renewable ef

Ranchi

current requirements, This expansion would nvest in n'cydhl and refurbishment
boost mnwrmwlnu capu:ny md crule technologes, The Budget uhnuld establish a
Costs dgn green bond ly for

of s
that are 65% hum ¢ for domestically
mlmlllctund panels than those imported to the

counl
In lhc third instance, lmlu 's vaist ridlway

financing circular economy Infrastructure,

On insurance products, green finance
Fourth, there is a ulmnu need to memhm

network offers untapp | for bl climate resil
energy generation, memm mmlmwurrymﬂyum Mwu!m(lnlhe
Railways' extensive land banks and track yand

corridors could host upwscwdmutdvdw
installations. The Budget shoukd encourage
innovative public-private partnership models to
unlock this opportunity,

EU mechanism and India

Second, the European Union's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which will take
effect on January 1, 2026, necessitates urgent
budgetary interventions to protect India’s export

Authority of India (IRDM) 202324 Annual
Report, it has declined from 4% in FY23 to 3.7% in
FY24, mld&mthuchalhm! nmmmu
offer tax dedu

income from dlmaellnhd policies and uhuwe
lower Goods and Services Tax (GST) rates on

p for P
designed for climate resilience and disaster
protection,

Finally, some estimates indicate that

installed capacity of 203,18 GW, far short of the Aayush Anand itiveness. India's total exports of CBAM standardising green finance definitions could
2030 target of 500 GW, accelerated Investment Is Executive, Bharat to the EU amount to $8.22 billion help build investor confidence and help India get
and policy support are imperative, Sanchar Nigam annually and will likely face carbon levies ranging | part of the 2162.5 trillion ($2.5 trillion) needed to
Limited from around 20% to 50%. achieve the lly Determined Contrib
There is much work to be done This presents an existential challenge for by 2030. The Budget should allocate funds o
The Budget must prioritise key policy measures India's Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises build the lmlmunml lnd udmltnl
to strengthen India's climate response and (MSME), which have a contribution of 30% of climate
accelerate progress on both adaptation and GDP and 45% of exports, The Budget can finance ummmy effectively, Indudlr‘ for
mitigation fronts. First, to accelerate India's green establish a dedicated '(‘llmuz Action Fund', market
energy transition, the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli delled after such as systems, uuicupudxy building of financial
Yojana needs a comprehensive review, While the Jupnnk (‘.men Trlmfmmmnn (GX) Fmd for institutions,
scheme has seen around 1.45 crore registrations, across the The Budget can further catalyse this transition
the completion rate of only 6.34 lakh installations most vulnerable export sectors. The Fund can by lmmdudn' differential tax treatment for
(4.37%) indi the p of wlso support the capacity-building for ligned and w©
implementation pp- To address this, the FY26 MSMEs to ensure proper compliance and classify g ! ding to
Budget must take a multi-pronged approach. In reporting under CBAM. green criteria.
the first instance, fiscal allocations should . Third, the Budget must accelerate India's dimllellnknd economic policies are no longer
prioritise the Renewable Energy Service The Budget transition to 4 circular economy. A recent study | but central
Company (RESCO) model, effectively should reflect by the Council on Energy, and in international trade and
transforming the prohibitive upfront costs into the Water that the benefit of adopting a Investment flows, With rising global demand for
manageable operating expenses for lowerdncome | of the clreular economy can yield an annual profit of low-carbon goods and the increasing alignment of
households through innovative financial government in 0 lakh crore ($624 hﬂllon) for India by 2050 capital markets with sustainability metrics, India
and credit Integrating while by must act decisively and integrate climate

In the second instance, the Budget must cimate nhnul A% A weUmd deduukm of 150% on competitiveness into its fiscal framework. The
expand the scope of production-linked incentives mate u“and Budget will indeed signal the seriousness of the
(PLY) across the solar module supply chain, Oy % ness hnol o s intent in this regard.
addressing the critical supply-demand mismatch, | 100 Indla’s fiscal | accelerated depreciation benefits for drcullr
where domestic manufacturing fulfils only 40% of framework assety, can Ihe Wewn expressed are pervomal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The reality erosion of ethical values, What we need are leaders in | natives is abh but with & sees the entire world as a
The Constitution of India is Honesty, sincerity, and India who embody the should not be viewed as strategic interests in West borderless realm for his
increasingly being [ — core to the highest standards of anything new. There is Asia. His background as a bwnuu activities. If any
overshadowed by the vision of the Constitution — | morality and conduct, perhaps a theological real estate per must truths like
actions of those swom to appear to be increasingly V. Nagarajan, Justification for such an be salivating at the prospect | the Palestinians are in the

uphold it. A deep chasm is

absent in today's political

Chennai

excommunication, Mr,

of gaining access to a

way, they will be brutally

emerging between the landscape. It is distressing Trump, despite his claims of | Mediterranean seafront swept aside,
Ideals enshrined in the to see institutions designed | Trump's ‘vislon' not subscribing to such a location that will enrich his G. Parameswaran,
Constitution and the to uphold lM C The narrow interp! ofthe [ personal coffers, Donald Caimbatore
realities of for U.S. President Donald scripture, Is mw and Trump Is the new imperial Tetters emalled to

Indian politics, It is dnph/
troubling to witness the

pdluul advantage rather
than serving public interest.
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Trump's idea to “clean-out”
Gaza of its Palestinian

willing to be the tip of this
toxic sword, because it s in

reincarnation of Dickens
“Dombey and Son" that
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In Odisha, coal dust is clogging
leaves, blocking carbon uptake

A recent study found that plants covered in mining dust absorbed 2-3 grams less carbon per square meter, emitting more carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere, potentially exacerbating global warming; the dust also diminished the plants’ capacity to release water vapour through transpiration

SRICITY

he Bengal Nagpur Railway had
been tasked by the British
Indian government with
developing rail networks in
eastern and central India. In 1900, when
its workers were digging in Jharsuguda,

now a district in Odisha, they stumbled
upon large coal deposits. Nine years later,
Jharsuguda's first coal mine was
established and a century later the region
was producing more than 15 million
tonnes of coal in a year.

Coal is a fossil fuel produced by the
decomposition of dead plants trapped in
layers of soil. Around three-fourths of
India’s electricity is produced by
coalired power plants. It is also critical in
the iron, steel, cement, and fertiliser
industries, India is one of the largest
producers and consumers of coal
worldwide, second only to China.

A patina of dust

In Jharsuguda, most coal mines are
open-cast, Miners here start at the surface
of the soil, removing soil and rocks to
expose the coal deposits. This is more
cost-effective than underground mining,
which requires digging tunnels to access
the deposits,

But open-cast mining pollutes the air
more. The dust from blasting rocks,
drilling holes in the ground, and
transporting the coal and rock waste
disperses through the air and can choke
lungs when inhaled. The dust also settles
on the leaves of plants nearby. When this
happens, stomata - the small pores on
leaves through which plants exchange
carbon dioxide, water vapour, and oxygen

An open-cast coal mine in Jharkhand, UNNERSITY OF SOU SPECAL

mining dust settling on leaves in areas
surrounding coal mines in Jharsuguda, To
do this, he used data from two satellites,
Landsat-8 and -9, and two satellite
clusters, Sentinel-2 and PlanetScope. The

- are clogged, affecting ph
and temperature regulation in the plants,

Estimating the impact of mining dust
on nearby vegetation requires researchers
to collect a large number of dust-laden
leaves from plants spread in the area
surrounding a mine. With the dust
spreading as far as 30 km away from the
mining site, this is a Herculean task.

In a October 2024 study published in
the Journal of Geophysical Research:
Biogeosciences, researchers from the
University of Southampton in the UK.
and the National Institute of Technology
(NIT), Rourkela, reported using freely
available data from several satellites to
investigate how plants are affected by
mining dust.

“Use of satellite data provides a great
opportunity to efficiently monitor larger
areas,” Jadu Dash, study co-lead and
L ity of I of
remote sensing, said.

The data suggest the dust has
significant effects on the ability of
vegetation to absorb carbon dioxide.

Amit Kumar Gorai, professor of mining
engineering at NIT Rourkela and the other
lead, added, “The study emphasises the
importance of tackling dust pollution to
protect vegetation and promote
sustainable urban and industrial
development.”

Eyes in the sky
The study was performed by Avinash
Kumar Ranjan, who undertook the
project as a part of his doctoral research
at NIT Rourkela.

He began by estimating the amount of

LS. Geological Survey and NASA
launched the Landsat satellites in 2013
and 2021 while the European Space
Agency launched Sentinel-2B (which
supplied data for the study) in 2017 and
Planet Labs launched PlanetScope in
2016-2022,

Light falling on leaves is composed of
different wavelengths: we can see some
(blue, green, red) but not others (e.g.
infrared). The leaves absorb some of
these wavelengths and reflect the rest.
Like a camera snaps our photographs by
capturing the visible light reflected by our
bodies, satellites can capture images of an
area in different wavelengths using special
instruments.

When dust settles on leaves, it changes
how much of a certain wavelength of light
the Jeaves reflect. This changes the images
of an area captured by a satellite for that
particular wavelength,

By comparing satellite images of areas
farther from the coal mines with those
that were closer, the researchers could
estimate the amount of dust settling on
leaves,

To validate their estimates, the team
also visited two sites in Jharsuguda and
collected 300 leaf samples with dust on
their surfaces. In their laboratory, they
weighed each dusty leaf, and brushed the
dust off and weighed the leaf again. The
difference between the two readings
vielded another estimate of the amount of
dust settling on plant leaves around the
coal mines,

Finally, they used statistical methods to
find that the actual readings were
remarkably close to these calculated from

. e-fo s o 'S
electricity is produced by
5 1 Ca
Ll
ent, and fertiliser in ries.

India is one of the larges
«
We ide, nnd only to C

satellite data, demonstrating that satellite
images could be used to estimate the
amount of mining dust settling on the
local flora,

Narayan Kayet, a scientist at the
Environmental Management and Policy
Research Institute, Bengaluru, said the
strength of the study lay in “the use of
data from multiple satellites, which
ensures comprehensive coverage and
cross-validation of results.”

Mr. Kayet has previously studied the
amount of mining dust settling on plants
surrounding coal mines in Jharkhand, He
wasn't involved in the new study.

“Incorporating measurements from the
field strengthens the credibility” of

i derived from 1 ing
data, he added.

Dusty leaf, sick plant
The researchers also used statistical
models to correlate the amount of du!l on

leaves with vital physiological

grams less carbon per square meter of
area," Mr. Gorai said,

‘While the amount might seem small for
an individual plant, “when you multiply it
across large areas of forests or vegetation
near mining sites, the loss of carbon
absorption becomes significant over
time," he added.

Apart from being important for
photosynthesis in plants, carbon
absorption lowers the amount of carbon
dioxide in the air. But when dust clogs the
stomata, the plant absorbs less carbon
and leaves more carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. This could worsen global
warming over time.

Another effect of clogged stomata is
that plants become less able to exude
water vapour in a process called

ion, Plants that transpire well
are able to maintain their temperature
better; those that don't become warmer.

“When leaves are too hot, they struggle
to photosynthesise efficiently,” Mr, Gorai
explained. “Over time, this can lead to
stunted growth or even the death of
plants.” This then leads to longterm
damage to local ecosystems.

Mr. Dash and Mr. Gorai also said their
study provides a quick and effective way
for governments to monitor dust
pollution in and around coal mines,
identify hotspots, and implement timely
mvasums to prevent long-term damage to

{ing vegetation and local

For the latter, they used rudmgs from
two other space-based instruments called
ECOSTRESS and MODIS. Their data can
be used to compute the temperature of
plants in an area and the amount of water
vapour they release, both in high
resolution.

The team’s models | that

ecosystems,
Such measures could include water
sprays and dust barriers, Mr. Dash said.
Mr, Kayet agreed: “We need stringent
measures to reduce dust emissions in
mining regions to mitigate vegetation
sl ress.”
Datta is a science journalist and

plants with one gram of mining dusl on
their leaves b 2

a /urull\' member at Krea University,
il.com)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ
Newly minted words for new experiences

Vasudevan Mukunth

S

QUESTION 1

A 2015 article in the journal The
Lancet included X among the
effects of cimate change on
humans. X is derived from the
Latin for ‘solace' and the Greek for
suffering’. What is X?

b

QUESTION 2

What is the name given to modes
of public transport whose
proponents have said are futuristic
but which are in reality less
feasible or efficient than existing
modes of transport?

.
QUESTION 3

In biological conservation, It is
sometimes the case that effonts to

™
K

[N
QUESTION 4

protect one endangered
species lead to destruction of a
different, but related, species,
What is this phenomenon
called?

Often, a species that lives in a
clty will develop adaptations
to the urban enviranment that
members of the same species
living In the wild won't, What is
this phenomenon called?

L

QUESTION §

First-hand smoke Is smoke
Inhaled through a buring
cigarette. Second-hand smoke
Is smoke exhaled by a smoker &
plus emissions from the
clgarette, What Is third-hand
smoke? DONAIN

This English polymath coined the term pathetic fallacy for when people ascribe human emotions
to nonliving natural things, like when someone says ‘nature abhors a vacuum', Name him. ruaLc

~
=
Please send in your answers to
science@thehindu co.in

Answers to January 23 quiz:

1. Condition of which
chromesthesia is a form - Ans:
Synaesthesia

2When a person sees colours in an
Image that aren't there - Ans:
Colour constancy

3. Axis ather colour temperature on
a Krulthof curve - Ans:
Hiuminance

4. Non-physical entity the opponent
process offers to explain - Ans:
Impossible colours

5. Eyes” tendency to see an image
after it's been taken away - Ans:
Afterimage

Visual: Ishihara
First contact: KN, {

Animpression of WASP-127b shows its newly
discovered supersonic winds, REUTERS

Astronomers
spolt ferocious
winds on
alien planet

Reuters

In the earth's upper atmosphere, a
fast-moving band of air called the jet
stream blows with winds of more than
442 km per hour, but they are not the
strongest in our solar system. The
comparable high-altitude winds on
Neptune reach about 2,000 km per hour.
Those, however, are a mere breeze
compared to the jet-stream winds on a
planet called WASP-127b,

Astronomers have detected winds
howling at about 33,000 km per hour on
this large gaseous planet, located in our
Milky Way galaxy approximately 520
lightyears from the earth in a tight orbit
around a star similar to our sun,

The supersonic jet-stream winds
circling WASP-127b at its equator are the
fastest of their kind on any known planet.

“There is an extremely fast

ASP- o
Jupiter, a gas glant that orbits

WASP-127b's diameter is about
30% larger than Jupiter, our
aokur pymtenat -

circumplanetary jet wind found on the

planet. The velocity of the winds is

ssurpmmg!y high,” said astrophysicist Lisa
of the Uni y of Giy

in Germany, lead author of the study

published on Tuesday in the journal

Astronomy & Astrophysics,

More than 5,800 planets beyond our
solar system, called exoplanets, have
been discovered. WASP-127b is a type
called a hot Jupiter, a gas giant that orbits
very close to its host star. WASP-127b's
diameter is about 30% langer than Jupiter,
our solar system's largest planet. But its
mass is only about 16% that of Jupiter,
making it one of the puffiest planets ever
observed.

“WASP-127h is a gas giant planet, which
means that it has no rocky or solid surface
beneath its atmospheric layers. Instead,
below the observed atmosphere lies gas
that becomes denser and more
pressurized the deeper one goes into the
planet," said astrophysicist and study
co-author David Cont of Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich in
Germany.

It orbits its star every roughly four days
at just about 5% of the distance between
the earth and the sun, leaving it scorched
by stellar radiation. Like our moon is to
the earth, one side of WASP-127h
perpetually faces its star - the day side.
The other side always faces away — the
night side, Its atmosphere is about 2,060
degrees Fahrenheit (1,400 degrees
Kelvin/1,127 degrees Celsius), with its
polar regions less hot than the rest.

Like Jupiter, WASP-127b is composed
mainly of hydrogen and helium, but its
atmosphere also contains traces of more
complex molecules such as carbon
monoxide and water, which were
identified in this research,

The fact that a hot Jupiter's day side is
highly irradiated is believed to be a major
driver of atmospheric dynamics.

"Answering the question of what drives
these intense winds is challenging, as
several factors influence wind patterns in
exoplanet atmospheres,” Mr, Cont said,

“The primary source of energy for
these winds is the intense irradiation from
the host star,” Mr. Cont added, but other
factors also play an important role in
shaping the wind patterns,

Higher atmospheric wind speeds have
been detected on two other exoplanets,
in winds from their day side to night side,
but not in winds flowing around the
entire planet.
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Tread carefully
on the Himalayas

Hydropower projects in the mountains must
not be pursued at the cost of public safety

Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) in

October 2023 that killed nearly 100 people in

Sikkim highlighted how theclimate crisis Is

wreaking havoc in the Himalayas, A mega-dam
on the Teesta, constructed as part of the Teesta
Hydroelectric Project Stage-111(1.200 MW), was washed
away, leading toa suspension of the project. Now, the
expert appraisal committee of the Union environment
ministry has approved major design changes so that the
project can be revived, The new design (a concrete
gravity dam), nbdulnwd.mllhdplm&mwl:hsw\d

Redeeming the federal

pledge in Constitution

India’s aspiration to
become a developed
country by 2047 will
depend on improved
Centre-state cooperation
inimplementing second-
generation reforms
ndia’s fedoralism as ensheined
In the Constitution has proven
0 be remarkably resilient. In
what s a manterly feat in polit)-
cul ufln«rinl‘ the Constitu-
tion skilifully blends federal
characteristios such as division of
, & written Constitution and

powers,
an independent judiclary with uni-
tary attributes like a strong central

resource sharing. By we

have been able to rmm.r our ten-
sions without allowing them to bodl
over which is a testament to the
checks and balances instituted in the
Constimvion,

As much as our federalism has
adapted o changes along the way,
It's disconcerting that it has also
moved from be mgmwllwlwu
alism to On

That ar was changed In

favour of states through a constity-

uum umdmcnl In the year 2000

them a share in the total

lemﬂ by the Centre on the

m-md that the states should enjoy

he buoyancy of the entire pool of

central taxes rather than just a cou-
Peof them.

The abolition of the Planning

. the

the political dimensson, the fault line
has been the growing view of states
governed by Opposition parties,
Inchuding reglonal parties, that they
get discriminatory treatment when it
comos to central patronage,
cheavage on the Nscal
dimension |s sharper
States contend that central
resource transfers to them
are not large enough to

oo ha
sutonorry of states vis-d-vis the Cen-
tre. The introduction of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) has opened
another battlefront, It s short-
sightod for the states to see the GST
as o central inftiative in akd of which
stites have been forced to
make compromises. For
wure, states have surren-
dered some of their auton-
omy in raising taxes but so

the worst kind of flash flood. The design al o & emergency p - b;d]e the gap mwe: - has m.r Cm'gt(_. sI‘.rwrnnnni‘l.‘y
dam spillway capacity from 7,000 cumecs and central it their own an i though, as the GST ex
ﬂ\e lli mf G Z o ;BM nlhbunml«lrnl structure with their expenditure responsi- Su‘l‘:;:?:o the tax base and m:lu
for GLOF kinds of floods. unitary features that has helped us  bilities. They also don’t leakage. both the Contre and
Thlslsno(a]podhlu navigate the governance of a large  have ttal autonomy over states stand to benefit. It is
Mega hydro projects in the Himalayas are and diverse nation with distinct  how they spend the money that promise of a positive

inaullmlylnnldngumhbie 'I'thlnduK\.h

the global

lwm!.u:uxdlngmurh!mwcm

ve?oml Identities and challenges.

‘ar sure, there have been Centre-
state tenstons, But which federal
country hasn't had problems?
Canida has Its long standing Quebee

that the Centre gives them. More-
over, the Centre also controls how
much they can borrow and from
whom.

This contention about Mn u

Initiative. About 210,000 glaciers are being
po!-wtordmuondnmmm@god:ﬂcmph
mmmmmmmr\gmm
dsb 1976 and 2023 show
hrxp-iclhdthhﬂm in recent years. The National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is now
o map high-altitude glaciers
(at 4500 m and above) in India, which could pose a
threat to populations downstream. In July, the Centre
cleared the National Glacial Lake Outburst Floods Risk
Mitigation Plan and NDMA has prepared a listof 189
high-riskglacial lakes (thereare about 7,500 glacial
lakes in the Indian Himalayas) for mitigation mensures,
plﬂkulndy!mmﬁu)l’u Butthe truth is, there are few
logical sol disasters that can
occur in this vulnerable geography. Experts have
warned that it's difficult to forecast GLOFsand other
disastersat highaltitudes. A glacial breach in the upper
reaches of the Himalayas in February 2021 led o a flash
flood that swept away the Rishiganga hydel dam project
and the Tapovan Vishnugad project, killing over 200
people. But despite the warnings, there has been no let-
upin the construction of such projects here:capacity is
expected torise from 42GW to 67 GW by 2031-32.
India is committed toclean energy, and hydropower is
key tothe country meeting its targets for this. Peninsular
rivers have been exhausted and the focus is now on the
fast-flowing mountain rivers in the north, including the
Gu@.Temandenmmmm

and Spuin has
the Catalan independence move:
ment. Amazon deforestation has
boen a source of centre-state [riction
in Brazil while Nigeria and Ethiopia
have been rodlod by ethnic tensions.
And notably, East Timor separated
from Indonesia entirely becanse of o

cal federalism — even llnuube lml
practice = are not necessarily
skowed against them. Consider the
following evidence.

As per the original constitutional
mandate, states were getting a share
In just two central taxes — personal

sum game that must inform seates”
stunce on GST.

Even us there bs no case for states
10 believe that the terms of our fiscal
federalism are loaded against them,
there bs at the same time a strong
case for the Centre 1o d»w greater

Take, for example, the practice by
the Centre of Increasingly resorting
10 the kevy of cesses and surcharges
nllrr than raksing taxes. When the

I is short-sighted for the states to see the GST as a central initiative for
b e

year 2000 giving states o share in the
Centre’s total tax pool, the imphicit
understanding was that the Centre
would resort only sparingly 1o cosses
and surcharges, and not ax » matter
of routine as has become the prac
tioe, States foel aggrieved that m'{
are being cheated out of thelr legitl-
mate share of national tax revenue
The Centre must also realise that
the fiscal centre of gravity has deci-
sively shified in favour of the states.
Ballpark estimates suggest that the
Centre collects about 60% of the
combined revenue (Centre and
states) but gets 1o spend only about
40% of the combined expenditure.
This asymmetry |s mirrored on the
states’ side. Together, they collect
40% of the combined revenue but
have the pleasure of spending as
much as 60% of the combined
expenditure, What Uy implies at &
big-picture leved s that our macroe
conomic stability, and hence our
and

Ly

our Independence in 2047, The
agenda for getting there is large and
complex if also familiar tis
clear is that we cannot become a
developed country undess the Centre
mﬂn-phy according to o shared

u-mv
game plan mast include the
Immmmnkm of second-genera:
thon reforms aimed st improving the
g‘ oductivity of the economy, The
t-generation reforms of the 19905
focussing on liberalising investment,
trade and finance coukl be imple-
mented by the Centre without con-
sulting the states because they fell
entirely within its domain. The sec-
ond-generation reforms we now
st Implement focussing mainly o
factor markets — lnd, labour, taxa-
thon — require not just the consent
bul the active cooperation and
of states.
len- state cooperation is vital
for us 1o redeem the plodge we made
ves in the C

ability to generate
growth, will.

depend on collective fis-
cul rnpomﬁbllty by the Centre and Duvwierd Subdaran, formerty governor of
states. the Reserve Bamk of India,
We aspire to be o developed coun- s mow visiting fscuity at Yale,

deep-seated  grievance  about

Income tax and Unson dv

ded in the

Does India need another
tryst with the plan panel?

N a budget speech made 75 years ago, the
then finance minister John Mathal

activities In India ~ the Planning Commis-
shon. Muchat soon after the new body
wns 5ot up s he Selt that it would infringe on
the: rs of the Union cabinet.

athai wis i well known economist of
that era, and his public disavowal cast a
shadow over the expert body. It was left to
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and his
wrusted band of wechsocrats 1o the dum-
body survived and came o

given recent experiences, projects need to be
When it comes to public safety and protecting the
environment, there should be no talk of trade-offs,

MAGA won't gain from
weaponising tariffs

A el

estoring " yisthe

agenda of the second Trump presidency. How

this will be done and what exactly it will

take is not very clear, What is clear, though, is that the
US's dealings will go from being merely less cordial to
more hostile and towards more flip-flops from being
stable in the days to come. The latest drama between
the USand Colombia is another example. The former
threatened 25% tariffs on one of its closest junior allies
In Latin America after it refused to allow US military
phnesanmdepuuamhm The “dispute” has
since been resolved, the US's
mm;mmn.nnmmmmm.np.
philosophy of using tariffs as the sitver bullet in his
dealings with other countries. While prevailing over a
refatively weaker military and economic power like
Colombia will placate Trump and his fellow travellers in
the short run, these skirmishes are not going to do
much to achieve his long-term goals of American
economic rejuvenation. Here is why.

One, acts such as these will only make US policy
more uncertain in the eyes of other countries. This is
inimical to the goal of striking regional trade
agreements which Trump is believed to be eying. Two,
the US's major economic competitors are countries
such as China which are not as economically
vulnerable as, say, Colombia. There the US will have to
rely more on economic prowess than a blanket resort
totariffs which could trigger serious Inflationary or
supply chain disruptions back home. Even Trump has
been making sounds about doing deals with China

erupirical skills that they used later in thelr
own resesrch on the Indian economy. The

became

with the database noeds of palicymakers,

From the 1970s cnward, the Planning Com-
mission became increasingly politicised and
faced o tlent exodus. Gradually, i lost its
moral and Intellectual authority. No tears
were shed when the Commission was finally
dismantied in 2004,

Yet. 10 yoars of disappointment with s suc-
cessor onganisation. the Niti seems to
have created & whill of the old

GEORGIA MELONI

\.'
Anti-Ser

the destruction of the

Auschwitz It... has

forms and is being spr

try by the time of the centenary of

The views expressed are personal

sm was not defeated with
ates of

1 on different
id through

new tools and channels

How the contours of Quad

. The planning Commission. Al least one chicf minister has
play Az:‘oul role in shaping India’s eco-  demanded that the Planning Commission
m‘ke pieg Convaisslony itelectunl ’m'“““&'ﬁi‘;.*""’ ik h i T 2 0
PMann: mission’s al s mment's public
g o st may change in Trump 2.
ulw produced In the Planning  a serlous policy think unk,
stirved and shaped debate on the The Planning Commission established its Quad forelgn ministers met shortly mdn-uﬁdw:mmmlmnm
m«m—mmmq Two Individu- kydnwbyucklhgdﬂlmllwuhlmh afer Donakl Trump took office at the
a-m.mmm«uuhuum mmmlhrqn.l White House. This ministerial mocting -m—tmwm-mummm
e uyd“- w-d-ulkﬂnlm”-'mldme Indo-Pacific. More recently, the US has w0
m«m: mmuny s~ PC hmd The Aayos : I 1 15 new WMarco  enhance security cooperation in the South and
kanobls and Pitambar Pant. timidity has made It evade serious mmmkauhmmnﬁ--mm- East China Sea roglon agalnst Chinese aggres-
Mahalanobis bs remembered by policy questions, Consider its ll\ndodﬂvmuwwmlhpihu‘ih mwmdmmm-ﬂ
cconoeriists largely for his contriba- stance on a poverty line for the st yeour, the vn:‘

tion 1o the second five-year plan.
His more important mml the
ructure

country. It has neither refected the
old poverty lines established by the

statisseal and polcy erstwhile Planning Commission
for governing modern India. The Pramit nor come up with its own.

major databases cconomists and  Bhattacharya  The Aayog's ambivalence has
analysts use today 1o track the —————  contributed 1o the statistical ambi-
economy such as the Natlonal guity on the issue. When making
Accounts series and the National changes to the household con-
Sumple Survey (NSS), were shaped by Mahal:  sumption survey (used to estimate y
anobis and his colleagues In the carly years  the past), statistictuns did not feel the need o
after Independence. ensure comparability with past surs

mumvwmummww rounds. If the country’s Lop policy think tan)

Mahala At the Commission worked s not interested [n the question of defining
Jolntly with the planning unit of the Indlan  poverty threshokds, wi with compa-

Statistical Institute (IS1) 10 bulkd long-range
projections for the coonomy. The man hud'
ing that division, Pitambar Pant, ahso acted

ISF's honorary jolnt secretary, and |n
the Commission chlrp:unn (Nehru).

rabiliy?

The Panning Commission's enrly research
on poverty estimation influenced similar
rescarch ﬂnhltr including in multilateral

has
hink poverty to a British

ldnlmhmhlmmlimudmm
that their analysis reached the highest politi-
cal leadership.

A new generation of economists (such as
Ashok Rudra. A Vaidyanathan, BS Minhas,
Jagdish I\-(m. Mbhrﬂl\m.wm

u Moni Mnknrﬂﬂ- and Uma Dutta Roy

nMMwmmmmmn;m
suggest solutions. The econosmists picked up

prompt
ministers suggests the mplm is lndy o
remaina key priorty for

WNIeOmh mmmm began witha

began during Joe Biden's tenwire, Trump also

think tank and uses the lm«‘

shonal poverty index. mllmhnmmnww
ble with historical poverty estimates.

lmmlhudmgu lludnmhry strength:
The experts working for it had aglle beains

ning Commission. At the same time, It lacks
the Intellectual beft that the Commission
it enrly years,
Indla needs Isa Constitutional body
federal that A

mmm:hmmdmmuu in the region, it has increas-
Ilwmmm"kwdmmﬂ-mwo’yo
-lnxna-llhmwmn ssistance and dis-
aster reliefeffors in the aftermath of the 2002 the domain ol
sevurity,
afler attention | e tes.
from China took tothe fore. Laker, the compad-—— While -mm?mwm
mmbynmmm:mmmun candy under Bides, the extent of Trump's conr-
1ndo Pactic. n
g aggressicn in the regon brought w be seen. For Trump, prioritising
e four countries choser. Importantly, questions of lulxrl’uﬂu«wh
Trump's st term had broathad new likely 80 be his preferred drtver,
N into Quind, marldng the romump- -u;lunﬂmlnm)dmlnu-
ton of dialogue among the four ment relensed after the Quad foreign
democracies as advoces of a rules ministers’ moeting The conphists was
based arder at sea, In the Indo-Pactiic HarshV on uphokling and defending sover-
P US Ty Pant cignty and territorial integrity, apart
the erstwhile from the ruke of law and democratic
wmcowdums vahues. Scemingly alluding 1o China,
Armed Forees 1o Indo-Pacific Com- Quad refterated s commitment 1o
mand , economic, and
the need for a unified security security along with pro-
qmuh moting reliable and resilient supply
hile the overview of much of chains.
stampﬂuynmmdlq mmm-mnm
Sayantan mcuulﬂ the continued
hmmdmmmh Haldar grouping ghven that
been considerable focus, The seourity Quad -ulumdmlm-dhlul
.dmuymcnlmhclncnd S motexplicitly pitieg the group

Vit Inserest o the lstrn
wnd economic lmperat under 'l’rump
e

gos, whether it E addressing inter nnl
Mlhlu’ mlmiumlnvnﬂ d

gos would br [ rwlulhc the Inter! smr
Councll and fund a think tank that reports to
the Council Another alternative would be to
establish o Finance G

has
emiergod as & torrn of contest. Ciina's contin:

the Tadwan Strait abo rermadns a key concern for
mnmmt‘ulwmwmmum
fq-l.\“mnh

and vest it with additional powers.
Such a body should be allowed to recrult

Nmnmm
and stability in the Indor|

anyone. Eartior kst year, at the Wilin-
Minkster Narcedos

relterased thst Quiad is not against anyone, but
ruther a force for good. The nuance of such &
mmwmm-z
member sum vis-hvis China, 1t will resmain
cruchal for Quad partoees to navignte Trump's
expectations and ﬂnlnd:;nvm for 1
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Punjabs plight
Poor fiscal health calls for course correction

UNJAB is sinking deeper into the fiscal mire.
[Every palitical party that has ruled the state
during the past two decades must take its due
share of the blame for making things reach
such apass. The writing was right thereon the
wall when the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
tabled a damning audit reporton the debt-ridden state's
finances in the Assembly in September last year The
report flagged a worrying trend — expenditure growing
dannchhulﬂrmmm;-udlommmmuxm
in he fi l front, Punjab
has finished last among 18 major states on the NITI
Aayog’s Fiscal Health Index (FHIL
The state has turned out 1o be a laggard on key sub-
indices such as quality of expenditure and fiscal pru-
demv lnnmpbmmbuna mmemu;h
forwhich
in infrastructure and social services is a must, This has
adverse implications for the state's long-term economic
growthaswell as its potmual as m n\umml dam
tion. Theindi
has brought the state exchequer to its knees. According
m'th.AGmpm. subsidies constituted 11-18 per centof
it 201828
emments have shied away from discontinuing a'nbo
nalising subsidies lonn obvious reason — the fear of a
backlash from which is a major
vdehuxt 'meAAPgmwmls‘urobull' guaunwe
hasnot been d byall-out
eﬂ'omumdlmwmemtmnnn
There are just two years to go for the Assembly elec-
tions. In its bid to woo voters and regain power, the rul-
ing party will be tempted to fiscal discipline the go-by.
This is a vicious cycle that is stifling Punjab’s growth,
‘The least that can be done is to find out how top per-
formers like Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Goa have got it
right. Hopefully, the FHI wake-up call will shake the
state g out of its self- 'y reverie,

MGNREGS funds

Annual crunch demands urgent fixes

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), a ife-
line for rural Bvelihoods, is once again grap-
pling withanacute fund shortage. Forthe fiscal
year 202425, the government allocated

Rs 86 000 crore, yet Rs 4315 crore worth of wage payments
remain pending. In 2023-24, the scheme ran a deficit of
Rs 6,146 crore just six months into the year. Similarly, in
2022-23 the revised allocation of Rs 89,400 crore was 33 per
cent higherthan the original budget. This annual struggle
1o meet financial raises critical
about the scheme' sunplanmmm and funding prioni-
ties. Itisnddled The Congress’
demand for increasing MGNREGS wages to Rs 400 per
mmmdmnﬂuhnawd»
tion. Itis lar move
n)!\emrmdmmwiynuddm
such as the Aadhaar-Based

Payment Bridge System and the National Mabile Man-
ftoring System ha erbated delays. Freq con-

issues and Aadhaar seeding require-
ments have led to widespread deletions of job cards,
with nearly nine crore workers losing access since 2022,
While touted as 0 enh
these systems have become barriers to livelihoods. The
MGNREGS was d d as a demand-driven scheme
wa\mhvdm)odmnyfann'alhouehokis

The MGNREGS has ddi
tress, withek d d forwork Bing urban job
m‘-xlumknahmugmmmmhewm

realistic
P and the val of adminis-
trative roadblocks. That all ly falling

shart of demand and fund exhaustion is becoming a pre-
dictable mid-year crisis indicates a structural gap in palicy
implementation. The policy failure must be comected.

26/11 probe gets a new lease of life

Tahawwur Rana's extradition to India will help investigators fill important gaps

~
e ———
MANOJ JOSHI
DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, OBSERVER
RESEARCH FOUNDATION, DE LHI

ulnmwlhatlheus

10 India for his supporting
role in the Mumbai terror
attacks that killed 166 people in
November 2008, but has refused
to part with one of the pamary
perpetrators — Daood Gilani aka
David Coleman Headley. Rana, a
doctor who had deserted from
the Pakistan Army, and Headley
were old friends and classmates
at the Hassan Abdal military
academy near Islamabad. Both
were tried on 12 counts by a US
court and sentenced to 15and 35
years in jail respectively, in 2013,

Details of the Rana-Headley
connection come to us from
their indictment and trial in
the US on terrorism charges.
These were confermed by the
interrogation report of Headley
by the National Investigation
Agency in June 2010

In September 2023, the Mum-
bai police filed a 400-page sup-
plementary chargesheet that
came up with a surprise revela-
tion: Rana had visited Mumbai
a week ahead of the attacks.
The US court documents did
not have this

TRAGEDY: A full reckoning for the Mumbai attacks is stil some distance away. #1

bai. He asked Rana whether he
could set up a branch of his
First World Immigration office
there, and Rana agreed.

After subsequent visits in 2007
and 2008, Headley kept Rana
abreast of his activities there,
induding video surveillance of
Taj Mahal hotel and surveyinga
possible landing site. He also
briefed him on his conversations
with Sajid Mir and Major Igbal,
two Pakistani I1SI operatives. At
Jeast twice in his five visits to
Mumbai, Headley received mon-
ey from Rana at a bank close to
the Oberoi hotel.

Count 120fthe US indictment
noted that since 2005, the two
had % ch '"lnl|b

which suggest that he may
have had a more sinister role to
play in the attacks.

Rana came into the picture
when Headley met him in
Chicago in 2006 and tald him
about his LashkareThiba
(LeT) links and his decision to
change his name to conceal his
identity. He also told him about
his association with Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISD and his assignment to
conduct surveillance in Mum-

rial support —

Intelligence agencies
have followed other
trails, which suggest
thatsome more locals
were part of the
support framework of
the Mumbai attackers.

rency, tangible propeny, .ﬂ
false documentation and identi-
fication — to the LeT.

Despite this, Rana was actu-
ally acquitted on the counts
relating to the Mumbai
attacks. His conviction was on
count 11 connected to the sub-
sequent plot, of which Headley
was also a part, to target Dan-
ish newspaper Jyllands-Posten
and on count 12 for providing
material support to terrorists,

Rana's  defence  counsel
claimed that be was “easily the
least culpable of all the members
of the plot”. But there are many
gaps in the American proceed-
ings and this is what the Indian
authorities hope tofill after they
oltain Rana's custody.

Headley was not extrdited to
India because of his plea agree-
mentwith the US, whichbamed
a death sentence and extradi-

tion toeither India or Denmark.
The US authorities said they
were provided significant infor-
mation by him about the associ-
ation and the involvement of
the IS1in the attacks, about the

Lakhvi and Rana are serving a
15-year jail term for temrorism,
the whereabouts of other perpe-
trators — Sajid Mix, Abu Quhafa,
Mazhar Igbal, Major Igbal,
Hashim Syed, Muzammi and
Zarrar Shah — are not very clear.

Ilyas Kashmiriwas killedina
US drone strike. After daiming
that Sajid Mir, the main plan-
ner of the Mumbai attacks, was
dead, the Pakistani authorities
said they arrested him in July
2022 and have sentenced him
10 eight years in prison for ter-
ror financing. Details of this
matter are murky because the
US, which has indicted Mir,
along with Headley, and which
has a $5-million reward for
him, would like to extradite
him. Both Saeed and Mir were
convicted of terror financing,
not terrorist acts, in a success-
ful bid to get Pakistan out of
the grey list of the Financial
Action Task Rorce.

Gaing by the US proceed-
ings, which saw his acquittal
on charges relating directly to
the Mumbai attacks, Rana
claimed a peripheral role in
26/11. But the account above is

abilities and plans of the LeT,
that his testimony helped con-
vict Rana and that he had also
answered the questions of Indi-
an authorities for seven days.
In addition, Headley's actions
also enabled the authorities to
file criminalcharges against six
others — Sajid Mir, Abu
Quahafa, Mazhar Igbal, Major
Igbal, Ilyas Kashmiri and

Rana did not enter a plea deal
or fully cooperate with US
authorities, and hence his extra-
ditionistakingplace, albeit after
a lengthy process. India did
make effots o extradite
Headley. A request was sent to
the US in December 2012by the
government, but despite this,
America refused.

There is no easy closure on
26/11. Though Lashkar chief
Haflz Saeed is serving a 78-year
sentence for terror finandng and
his deputy Zaki-urRehman

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Noreligion is responsible for terrorism. People are responsible for violence and terrorism. —Barack Obama

The green message

of a much deeper
role. The visit to Mumbai days
before the attacks, too, sug-
gests this. The Indian authori-
ties have not been satisfied by
their investigations, especially
of the role of locals who may
have been involved in the con-
:pmx-y There is reference toa

“Bashir Sheikh"”, who received
Headley on behalf of Rana in
Mumbai during his first visit
there and was his contact dur-
ing his subsequent visits as
well He has not been identi-
fied, leave alone arrested.

Intelligence agencies have
followed other trails, which
suggest that some more
locals were part of the sup-
port framework of the Mum-
bai attackers. Rana's extradi-
tion will help fill important
gaps in the probe into a
tragedy that traumatised the
country. But sadly, a full reck-
oning for the Mumbai attacks
is still some distance away.
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in recent yeurs, and of the problems which this revolution has
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served o point th f India
indthe vhich these present
satisfied The & ch which now ises the

pditical life of the country, is leading men toask whether India can
ever dtain her rightful position within the ring-fence of the British
(¢ dth; and whether any that can befall a peo-
ple may not be ultimatdy preferable © a position of inferiority at
hrmmdcl‘hminm&ml luLhel.kdBmm

future may had for

the Indo-British connection, there is room for her within the Com-
manwealth to rise to the full haght of her national stature™
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oftwotongas

STANLEY CARVALHO

T a green energy conference held recently, a speaker
waed eloquent on solar power and fuel-efficient vehi-
les of the tiny South Pacific island of Tonga. While
industry delegates listened with rapt attention, my mind
dreamily veered to another tonga, the horse-drawn carts of
Bangalore and Mysore,

Today, the tonga or ‘jutka’, as it was called, may bea
rare sight in these cities, but until the 1980s, these carts
commonly plied the roads.

Although it was a decent mode of transpart in the 1960s
and 19705, our parents preferred the more comfortable and
faster autorickshaws, taxis or buses. Besides, it seemed
infra dig to be seen in a tonga, especially in the canton-
ment areas. With our pleas faling on deaf ears, we had lit-
tle hope of enjoying tonga rides,

So, whenan uncle who came to pick us up at the Mysore rail-
way station suggested that we hire two tongas to go to his
house, our joy knew no bounds. Before our mother said yeaor
nay, my brother and 1 clambered inside and soon we were
enjoying the bumpy ride.

During our stay there, wmm&dm.k\vm“‘n\y
express’ rides. Back in B
uwmmmwm-um-‘um

In the early 1980s, we once took our visiting cousins from
Bombay toa movie. Later, the five of us walked towards Shiv-
ajinagar bus stand after being ignored by autarickshaw driv-
ers. Suddenly, out of the blue, a tonga appeared.

Ina flush all ofus bled in and offit went
clip- clop, clip<lop. We sat rather perilously with our legs dan-
gling outside the cart, while our hands chung on to the clasp
above. The cusin, who sat next to the tongawallah, had the
good fortune to hold the reins of the horse for a few minutes.
‘The friend ly man compared her to actress Hema Malini, who
played a ‘tangewalt’ in the 1975 blockbuster Sholay.

Aswe entered our neight 1, the tonga d
stares from shopkeepers and passersby, which frankly didn't
bother us. As for our cousins, they were enjoying every
moment of their first-ever ride in a tonga.

When the tonga stopped opposite our gate, the loud and
incessant barking of our dogs startled the horse, which let out
mmmmmhesmwmwmmm

prioritising
Apropos of ‘Better to jaw-jaw than to war-war’
(The Great Game); the collaboration between
Elon Musk and Donald Trump has proved that
America just needs (and means) business. This
is the reason that ‘Naya' America has no prob-
lems talking to anyone, be it its archrival China.
On the other hand, India allows emotion to
come in the way of the big games played by big
nations. India gave a safe haven to ousted
Bangladesh Prime Mmma Sheikh Hasina

India’. The theme is a call to preserve the
cultural wealth handed down over decades
and centuries and to drive transformation
that empowers future generations.
HARPREET SANDHU, LUDHIANA

ition for social workers
The Indian Government must earmark at
least 50 per cent of the Padma awards (and
Bharat Ratna) for selfless social workers and
schoolteachers. Many of them are sincere and

when several p Juding the
UK, did not :how any interest in giving her
political asylum. All nations must remember —
war is costly, but peace is inexpensive. Big and
influential countries like America and China
need to play a pivotal role in this regard.

BIR DEVINDER SINGH BEDI, SANGRUR

Reach out to neighbours
Refer to ‘Better to jaw-jaw than o war-war’;
the writer has nicely dwelt upon Maha
Kumbh and Makar Sankranti to symbolical-
ly allude to the big changes in international
politics. Many of us too felt that the Indian
PM should have been invited to Trump's
The US President is

in theirwork. Industrialists and oth-
erp 1s (sp film

ities, etc) work for the sake of profits. More-
over, they have prestigious awards in their
respective professions. Why should Padma
awards and Bharat Ratna be given to them?
SREELEKHA, BY MAIL

nts’ role

With R{mm to ‘A grandfather who b«m
a godf: are

who plant -eds of strength and values in their
grandchildren, ensuring they flourish in life.

Their sacrifices and unwavering support build
a foundation for success. Sadly, in today's fast-

pxtd \mrld. the younger generation often

the

talking tough on illegal
tariffs against China and bringing Ruuu and
Ukraine to the negotiation table. In our neigh-
bnithatd 1 banbiombn bt Raneladesh

and Pakistan cannot be ignored, though India
has shown moral courage to stand by Sheikh
Hasina. If ‘Naya' America can hold talks
with any country, we should also do the
same in case of our neighbours.

RAJ BAHADUR YADAV, FATEHABAD

A vision for ‘golden’ India

As India celebrated its 76th Republic Day
with the inspiring theme ‘Golden India:
Heritage and Progress’, it reflected a har-
monious blend of India’s rich cultural her-
itage and its modern advancements, cele-
brating a nation that honours its past while
embracing innovation. The intangible treas-
ures of our nation’s traditional art forms

nybrought ying outside. They

m“mwmh-xmm

My reminiscences of the vintage tonga romance ended
sbruptly when the audience at the conference clapped, sig-
nalling the end of the speech.

As we walked out, a colleague lauded the island's futuristic
renewable energy plans. [ silently saluted the humble, non-
polluting horse power of the past.

CmE

to inspire the world. Simultane-
ously, India has established itself as a glob-
al leader in technology, space exploration,
healthcare and renewable energy, with ini-
tiatives like 'Digital India’ and ‘Make in

treasure of their elders’
wisdom. It is vital for the youth to embrace the
experience and guidance of their elders. Their
stories and values are timeless lessons that can
inspire us. Respecting and leamning from them
not only honours their sacrifices but also
enriches our own lives.
PAWAN JOSHI, MOGA

Women's woes continue
Despite eﬂom made by the Central Govern-
ment 4 g women's po
their position in society remains far from m
isfactory. A skewed sex ratio in states like
Haryana and Punjab belies all the tall claims,
The plight of women can be ameliorated by
taking stringent action against erring par-
ents and unscrupulous physicians who con-
duct sex d tests. S
people about the problems arising out of a
skewed sex ratio and highlighting women's
contribution to society and the country can
£0 a long way towards making their empow-
erment durable and sustainable.

VIMAL SETHI, KAPURTHALA

Letiers 1o the EStx, typed in double space, shoukd not exceed the 200word It
These stoukd be cogertly weiten and can be sent by emal to: Lefters@tribunemail.com
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XYGEN i the
elixir of life, and
this was
brought  home
during the
Covid-19 pandemic when
millons of lves perished
because of the worldwide
scaraty of the much sought-
after oxygen cylinders. How-
ever, it is not widely known
that axygen is also a double-
edged sword. When given to
yet-not-fully developed
babies born too soon, high-
concentration cxygen may
devastate their eyesight
An estimated 18,000 tobies
thus go blind for life every
year in India alone. Using
unmonitored, high concenti-
tion supplemental axygen in
newborn aure units undoubt-
edly saves lives, but often &t
the st of Hindness. The
blindness results from the
consequences of scarring and
unfettered growth of abnor-
mal blood ) vessels
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fully matured only if the baby
attains at least 2000-gm
weight. If bom before 31
weeks, several vital oegans,
especially lungs and retina,
are not fully developed. A
vast swath of the retina
remains without a blood sup-
ply. especially in babies
weighing less than 1,250 gm

Around the tum of the 20th
century, doctors realised that
babies bom too soon could be
saved if given axygen. In the
early 19405, Dy Theodore Ter-
ry from Boston (USA) first
fagged the issue of a visible
white reflex due to massive
scar tissue seen in the eyes
weeks after birth of prema-
ture bubies, all of whom
weighed less than three
pounds at birth. For several
years, exposure to light was
wiongly blamed

It was a pathologist in Lon-
don, Norman Ashton, who e
tuitously discovered that the
retina of the kitten till three
week s of birth was similar to
that of a human baby born too
soon. He created an ROPlike
pcture by first exposing these
kittens to high concentration
axygen and retuming themto
wom air Armall Patz at Johns
Hopkins was to discover
dmost simultaneously that if
oxygen delivery in premature
tabies was monitored, they
did not develop ROP

in the immature retina. It is
now known as retinopathy of
premuturity (ROP)L

Babies mature in the womb
for 40 weeks before entering
the world. The eyes light.
sensitive layer, the retina, is

According to Dr Sourabh
Dutta, Professor at the
Neonatology  Department,
PGI, Chandigath, India s
experiencing an epidemic of
ROPinduced blindness due
10 increased survival of pre-

OPED
Fight for the eyesight of premature babies

mature bables, unregulated
oxygen use, kck of pulse
mameters  and  oxygen
Henders in the newbom care
units mushrooming all over
urban India. Highly skilled
manpower is required tocare
for these babies and counsel
the parents, Although at-risk
babies continue to be bom,
albeit in small numbers, in
highdincome countries of
Burope, North America and
Southeast Asia, hardly a teby
goes blind from ROP becuuse
of the advanced infrastruc
ture in the neonatal intensive
cure unit (NICU)

Almost four decades after
what led 1o ROP was under-
stood, experts reached a con-
sensus on grading the stage
and sevenity of ROP and
developed  guidelines  for
treating the immature reting
in these babies. While many

Using unmonitored,
high-concentration
supplemental
oxygen in newbom
care units
undoubtedly saves
lives, butoften at the
costof blindness.

ummm-‘ulmzooommmnmw
oxygen support s requined must be screened for ROP. reemon

carly-stage cases resolve with-
out treatment, some bables
may require laser therapy or
injections into the eye of
drugs to block the abnormal
retinal vessd devdopment. If
treated appropriately, success
mies exceed most medical
procedures. This protocol has
also become the most cost
effective procedure by saving
sight for the rest of life.

Dr Joy Lawn from the Lon-
don School of Hyglene and
Tropical Medicine and col
leagues estimated that nearly
15 million babies workiwide
are born oo soon (Jess than 37
weeks). With India topping
the charts, almost eight mil
lon babies are born too soon
in resowcedimited middie-

1

chance of survival

remember Dr Anil Namng
vh d at Oxford and fol-

Timely de stugang
and treatmentwithin 48 hours
of at-risk babies is the key o
saving their sight. The Ameri-
aan Amademies of Paediatrics

lowed Professor Bhakoo, ask-
ing me the big question

who among us would under
take the onerous task of

and Ophthalmol, recom- and treating those
mend screening bables born Mrut of ROP in these tiny
with a bifth weight of less nd babies?

than 1 500gm, gestational age
of 30 weeks or less, or any
newbom with a higher weight
(up to 2000 gm) who received
oy gen even for a few days.
Dr Praveen Kumar, head of
the Neonatology Department
in PGL however recom-
mends that Indian babies
bom before 3 weeks or
weighing less than 2,000 gm
or even higher if axygen sup
port is required must be
screened for ROP Starting at
28 days of age or dischage
from NICU, whichever is ear
lier, the eye surgeon needs to
monitor the newborn until the
retina is fully matured. Train-
Ing thousands of eye surgeons
and equipping them with the
necessary skills nationwide to
screen and treat these tiny
tabies is a herculean task. Dt

Subhadra Jaakiin b

l)rhhual[)xm.frnhhm
his training in the US, volun-
toared. As they say, the rest is
history. Applying a cold probe
ot 80" Celsius (cryotherupy) to
the retina that kacked blood
supply was the standard of
care back then if these bables
had to have any eyesight in
their lifetime. The babies had
10 be put under geneml anses-
thesia. I remember the long
hours he spent in NICU, exaumn
ining bobles, selecting those
requiring treatment, and chas-
ing anaesthetists, who, in
those days, had lte expens
ence in giving mnaesthesia to
10001 200¢gm  batses. He
would regularly share the
day’s story with me. I remem-
ber the pride on his face, a mil-
Bon-watt smile, announcing
wuh-hb)muhl seeas the

and Anand Vinekarin Banga-
lore, both PGI alumni, have
devoted their careers to sav
ing the right of sight of these
hapless batres.

More than 50 years ago, Prof
ON Bhakoo set up & modern
neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) in the PGI, Chandi-
gurh, and started training

Those bom too soon in low-
Income countries with poor

barely have any

super  speciali (DM) in
neonatology. They were sue
cessful in saving the Bves of
very low birth weight bables. 1

ROP had reg

Over the decades, aryother
apy was supplanted with
lasers and injections that do
not require ansesthesia. In
the last 35 years, Dr Dogra
has treated the retinas of
hundreds of premature
bables and trained many
ophthalmologists BCTOSS
India, including Anand.
Happily, many of the same
teeny-weeny babies he saved
the sight are having babies
with normal sight.

UGC draft rules: Guvs control sparks federalism debate

e

SSCHMAL  JAIRUPSINGH  tions, which havebeen dready
DVCINS,  DVCGURINMWMIEY e perienced prior o the APT
DVERSTUMATIAR UNVERSTOMRITSAR systemera Emphass hasbeen
ln!mn(mmui)lexmm

IRST formulated in  plish 0 be b

ment and promotions of ach-
s has been replaced with a
subjective evaluation system
that involves contributions
wwandsteaching, research and
digital content cremtion. This
system has inhaent Emit-

2010 and amended
from time to time
since then, the Uni-
versity Grants Com-
misson (UGC) has again
revised its rules on the “mini-
mum  qualifications  for
appointment of teachers and
other academic stall in univer
sities and colleges and meas-
ures Hr maintenance of stan-
dards in higher education.”

Ly sdection commitiees. The
new systemn kcks trunsparen-
¢y, Jeaves rom for mtional
evaluation and manipulation,
which is of serious concern.
Apparently envisioned to
promote academic flexibility,

sub

DISRUPTIVE: The UGC draft

and for the selection

Jxts based on ther highest
specialisations withouthaving
degrees in the same suljects
o the lower academic levels

of vicechancellor (VC) have
powers are vested in chanoel
loes (govenors in case of state

‘The draft L 2025
have trggered a mixed
response from academic cir-
cles as the intended modify
cations in certain contentious
issues have farreaching con-

may creal of
collaborative  multidiscpli-
nary studies and dm\uut

0 select Vs
Hirough search-cumeselection
ammllns The VCs post has

the much-needed
pinary research approaches.
The draft document lacks a

! 3
service conditions and pro-
motions of teachers aswellas
the autonomy and control of
the state on higher educa-
tional (HEls)

pur for
foolproof and  acceptable
implementation of its provi-

sons o

d for non-acad-
emicans from the industry,
public administration and
public policy. This is a couse of

partiality and undue prefer

‘With theaimof achieving the
goals of National Education
Policy (NEPY zm unphanl

has been Led

It is feared that decapping
of the Bmit on contractual
wppointments of teachers will

-nhmumu.-n«alw
ment and teaching, leaming
and research in the Indian

this practice, com-
promising the quality and cre-
ation of committed and inno-
vative professionals.  Such

hly been envisioned due to the
recent rows between some
oppositonruled stite govem-
ments and their governos
over the appointment of VCs
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