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Key partnership

India and Kuwait are trving to deepen
ties during a crucial period
P rime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Ku-

wait, the first by an Indian Prime Minister
sinee 1981, and nearly 12 years since a vi-
sit by the Kuwaiti Prime Minister to India, com-
pheted the loop in India’s outreach to the Gulf’
eountries. Kuwalt i8 a key Gull Cooperaten
Counell (GEC) member, Hall a milllon Indians
work there, making them the lirgest expatriate
community. This community has grown on the
Toundations ladd by histordeal irade and travel tes
Tew would remember that Kuwait was an entre-
pot for India’s trading routes across West Aska,
courtesy the Britsh East India company; the K-
waltd eliee had homes in Mumbal and anti] 1961,
when Kuwait won its independence, the Indian
rupee was legal tender. Biluteral teacle even today
tops $10 billion, which s considerable glven Ku-
walt's smaller sbee, Kuwait is India’s sixth largest
erude supplier and fourth largest LPG supplier,
meeting 3% of its energy needs, However, while
peophe-to-peophe links and trade have continued,
thes have lagged in stravegic areas and defence
cooperation, with some residual misgivings due
to India's elose thes with Saddam Hussein's Irag,
This is a gap that Mr, Modi's visit sought to bridge,
with the announcement of a Kuwait partership,
the latest in Indin's straiegle partnerships in the
reglon, After talks with the Kuwwaiti Emir, Sheikh
Meshal Alahmad AlJaber Al-Sabah, the two
siches signed an Moll to institutionalise defence
eooperation. Kuwait’s highest honour, the Order
of Mubarak Al-Kabeer, was conferred on Mr, Mo
di, cementing the impaortance of the visit,

The vilskt came at an important moment in the
broader region, The continuing bombardment of
Giear by Israel, and attacks on Lebanon and Ye
men are making West Asla pesce a more fragile
and distant proposition. The ouster of the Assad
regime from Syria has also empowered Islamist
radicals and could spell more violence, In addi-
ton, key Incian infrastructure and connectivity
ndtiatives such as the R2U2 and IMEC may not see
any further progress until the situation calms,
The Incoming Trump administraton’s d i

On the 20th anniversary of the Indian Ocean tsunami, a time to reflect on the progress made, and also the gaps, in shaping response and strategy

Nagapattinam’s journey of resilience

isnsters have always served as harsh
reminders of mature's overwhelmi
power and humanity's vulnerability.

On December 26, 2004, the Indian
Ocean tsunami delivered an unparalleled wive of
destruction, Among the hardest-hit areas wis
Magapittinm, Tamil Nadu, yet the disaster also
marked a turning polnt, becoming a case stdy in
how tragedy can inspire systemic reforms and kay
the groundwork for more resilient socketies.

Two dhecaces later, Indla has made substantial
strides in disaster preparedness, response,
mitigation. However, evalving risks, fuelled by
urbanigation, climate change, and the growing
complexity of disasters and increasing frequency
of extreme weather events, require continuous
| fen and vigl Revsiting
Magapaitinam's experience offers valuable
lessons for shaping future strategies,

A watershed moment

When the tsunami struck the Indian coast,
Magapattinam's 187.9-kilometre-long coastline,
dhotted with 73 habitations, bore the brunt. Early
warndng systems for o sunami were non-existent
in the Indian Ocean region, and infrastructure
was [l-equipped to withstand such a calamity.

Alter overcoming the Initlal chaos, reseue
operations were spearheaded by self-contained
areaspecific tems, bed by experienced officers
drawn from unaffected disteiets and supported by
personnel from critbeal departments such as
revenue, local bodies, health, police, public
wuorks, and fisheries, Further additonal
resourees, inchading the Indian Army, Indian
Navy, police and fire services were mobilised,
Local volunteers also played a critical role,

The qubck and dignified disposal of bodies was
priovitised o prevent disease outhreaks, with
coustal areas disinfected using microbial
inoeulants and chemicals, Infrastructure
restoration elforis focused on re-establishing
electricity, water supply, and road connectivity,
Over 13,000 temporary shelters were constructed
across 50 locations to house displaced families,
providing essential shelter and safety,
Addlitionally, the government issued dynamic,
Reld-based orders that went beyvond standard

priorities in the US, and Europe's preoccupation
with the Russia-Ukraine conflict will leave a possi-
Ble vacuum of support and leadership for many
of the world's other trouble spots, This bs an im-
portant moment for India to strengthen bilateral
ties with each of the countries in the region, and
secure energy and connectivity lnes, while en-
suring the welfare and rights of over eight million
Indians Hving and working there, Despite the Op-
pesition’s eriticism of Mr. Modi's frequent visits
aborond, New Delhi may fnd it needs o plan more
such international standalone forays for the
Prite Mindster in the near future,

No panacea

Benefits cannot be a substitute o

comprehensive welfare
E ver sinee the use of direct cash transfers to

eligible beneficlaries as a welfare measure

gained prominence following the Con-
gress party's ploy of announcing "election gua-
rantees”, other partes and ruling governments
have sought to adopt this as a way of retaining
thelir support amaong constituents, The 'Ladki Ba-
hin' and "Ladli Behna' schemes in Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh have been seen as reasons
far the success of the ruling fronts/parties in re-
taining power, while the regime in Tamil Nadu in-
stituted the 'Kalalgnar Magalie Urimat Thogal® o
shore up support beyond traditbonal adherents of
the ruling party, The Aam Andmi Party (AAP) in
Delhi has never shied away from comprehensive
weelfare benefits to retaln support, now promis.
g T2,100 a month to women under the pro-
posed ‘Mukhyamantr] Mahila Samman Yojana',
There Is a case for direct cash transfers o the
needy and women from indigent families - they
are in a way a recompense for the unpaid nature
of work done by women as family members,
While these amounts may not be high in an era
characterised by inflation, that women can utilise
the money withoat having to depend upon the (-
mily “head" in a largely patrlarchal soclety, pro-
vides them with a disposable sum that is also fun-
gible in the way it can be used for essentials or for
savings, The benefits also accord a certaln dignity
to the women who are generally unemployed in
the market, but who still provide labour - as
domestic work or informal labour, 1t is o won-
der that such schemes are popular In the States
where they are being implemented.

Yo, these cash transfers are not o substitute
for comprehenstve wellare, where the state plays
a role in creating employment and supports de-
mand-driven growth. In Maharashtra and Mad-
iy Pracesh, there has been a stagnation in em-
ployment generation, albelt of different orders,
Maharashtra, one of India's most industrialised
and urbanised States, has been experlencing a re-
Intbve stagnation in economie growth and em-
ployment creation compared o previous de
cades. There is abo a clear regional and
eeonomic inegquality while Madhya Pradesh re-
mains one of India’s relatvely poor States and
lacks in diversity of employment options, While
the ruling parties reaped the benedit of support
over populist schemes, the reality s that they are
litthe more than a balm as compared to effective
economic polickes that will generate employ-
ment, diversily the economy and provide greater
opportunities, As for AAP, it did a far better jobin
focusing on primary health and education in jts
earlier terms, The Fuet that it i trying to emulae
the BIM's and s allies” benefit schemes for wo-
mven suggests that it is running out of kdeas o pro-
vide a better vision for the Delhi metropolis.

lssible eategories to address the diverse
newds of all atfected sectory.

The rehabilitation and recovery efforts
provdded a holistie and sealible model for
disaster recovery by incorporating Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) measures applicable to various
disasters. These efforts emphasised building
resillent communitbes through the construction
of over 55,000 mult-hazard resistant homes,
supported by integrated risk transfer via
comprehensive insurance, Disaster-ready
health-care Gucilities were established, and
anganwidi centres, schools, and community halls
were transtormed into mislthazird shelters.
Livelthoods were revived and economie growth
propelled by empowering coastal communities
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Revisiting
Nagapattinam’s
experience
spotlights the
Importance of
cnsuring
long4erm
preparedness

with strengthened Infrastruciure, including
medern ports, fishing harbours, and fmproved
agricultural practices. Alternative livelihoods
were fostered by supporting women's seli-help
wroups and improving market access, while
educational Facilities were upgraded to serve as
disaster-sate environments, Enhanced
mohility and safety were ensured
throwgh the rebullding of roads,
bridges, and critical escape routes,
Coastal defences were fortified with
seawalls, shebter belt plantations, and
multi-hazird shelters, complemented
by eollaboeative DRR initiatives such
as vulnerability reduction projects supported by
World Bank assistance. Additionally,
comprehensive psychosockal support was
provided through counselling services,

I Magapattinam, over 400 nongovernmental
organisitions (NGOs) proviced tal services

-
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Management Act, 2005, Key Instiiutlonal
developments inchaded seting up of the National
Digaster Management Authority (NDMA). State
and district authorbtles were empowered o
Emplement disaster management plans tailored o
bocal needs and covering all phases of the disaster
managerment eyele. Resilence
measires were embedded in urban
planning, infrastructure projects, and
development policies.

Sinee the tsunami, advancements in
technokogy hive revalutionised
disaster management in India. The
establishment of the Indian Tsunami
Early Warning Centre (ITEWC) in 2007 ensures
realtime monitoring and alerts, GI5 mapping,
Al-driven risk assessments, and mabile
applications have enhaneed preparedness. also
proving thelr worth during recent cyclones,

M focus has shifted from

stieh as medieal ald, reauma counselling,
sanitation, and lvelihood restoration, By
Imvolving local communities in these efforts, they
empowered individuals to take ownership of thelr

e dmn:;mu assessment 1o Post-Disaster Needs
Assessment (PONAY, ensuring more targeted
recovery efforts.

recovery, The ge | oversight,
ensuring that resources were allocated efficlently
and aligned with the district's needs.
Instituttonalising such frameworks for
NGOgovernment collaboration can serve as a
force multiplier, enabling swift and effective
responses o future disasters.

Disasters disproportionately affect the mose
vulnerable - children, women, the elderly,
differenthy-abled individuals, and marginalised
communities. For children, facilities such as
Annal Sathya Home provided essential education,
counselling, and emotional support to those
o phianied. Wosmen, partbeularly widows and
single mothers, were empowered through
vocational training programmes.
Ditferenthy-abled individuals benefited from
speclal medieal eamps and skill development
inktiatives almed at fostering economic
Independence.

Building long-term resilience

The Nagapattinam experience underscored the
eritbeal importance of planning for long-term
resiience beyond immediate recovery.
Infrastructure upgraces, such as strengthened
health-care Facilities, schools, and transportation
networks, enhanced the reglon's preparedness
for future disasters. Coastal defence measures,
Including sea walls, shelter belt plantations, and
multi-hazird sheliers, provided vital protection
for vulnerable coastal areas, y, the

Ci 1 global exp

The contrasting experiences of Haitl and Chile in
disaster recovery under line the critical
Importance of comprehensive disaster
management systems, In Hadtd, the lack of
nsurance and an underdeveloped disaster
response framework led o a prolonged recovery
process following the 2000 earthquake,
Comversely, Chile's effective national and local
dlisaster management plans, coupled with robust
Insurance coverage, enabled faster recovery,
Jupan further demonstrates the value of
preemptive measures, including investments in
sk reduction, enforcement of bullding codes,
aned robust early warning systems, For India,
these examples underline the need for proactive
nvestments in visk reduction, strieter building
codes, and comprehensive insurance
mechanisms,

Despite progress, millions in India, in coastal
wilkiges, floodplakns, and urbin slums remaln
particularly vulnerable, E:mpmwtrllm{ atrisk
commumnities through education and guidance is
esseritlal to prepare them for potential disisters.
Embedding risk reduction into development
plans is crucial for creating resilient communities
with shared ownership, Repetition bullds
readiness, and workshops, tralning, and
consultative sessions focused on generational
recall, such as those conducted post-tsunami, can
ensure sustained preparedness. Levernging local

wrowing relevance of risk insurance, extending
beyond crops to assets such as housing, marked a
step toward comprehensive disaster risk
management, though much progress remains o
be e,

Thi 2004 tsumami exposed eritbeal gaps in
India's disaster management frameworlk,
catalysing the enactment of the Disaster

b Jiedge and sharing reglonal expentise on
chisaster risk reduction can enhance
community-level resilience,

Uktimately, disaster management bs no longer
Just about survival, It is about ensuring that
tragedies lead to learning and transformation. By
honouring the memory of those lost, we ean
bubld a fisture where resilbence and preparedness

e the cor of every dty.

The lessons from a spectrum of areas

T 2004 tsunamd affected a number of

countries, making it atruly global disaster,

There are six critical lessons we must
consider,

Firse, the importance of mangroves in
providing natural protection w coastal areas
they serve as vital buffers against waves,
Uniortunately, the significant destruction of
mangroves in Indda and other countries - to
promote shrimp farming, meet basic wood and
fuel needs, and for tourism - has disrupted the
ratural ecosystem, In many cases, the
construction of artificial barvlers (brick and
rnortar wallsh, miy actually increase people’s
suseeptibility o the damaging effects of waves,

Soctal changes

Second, keeping common resources such as
beaches in the public domain Is crucial, In
Thailand, the privatisation of coastlines during
the 19808 and 19908 allowed private interests
develop hotels and ledsure aethvities, displacing
bocal eommumities, This bed to significant changes
in labeur, including the rise of the sex industry,
Additbonally, s lirge section of the population
transitioned to indormal sector jobs, Thalland's
economy became highly valnerable to global
fhuctuations, and is a lesson for India,

Thilrd, the tsunarnl ereated winners and losers
in the market, Rents, the price of lind, goods,
and services all rose, benefiting only asset owners
andl service providers, The disruption of local
markets bed to the replacement of local products
with externally sourced goods, disrupting
mwerdependent local economies, A number of
people transttdened from tradional lvelihoods
o casual, low-paid kibour, The push for
mechanised fshing became particularly
noticeable, displacing traditional artisanal fishing
practices using catamarans, The degradation of
ratural resouroes intensified, leading w
over-fishing, waste accumulation, loss of fish
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breeding areas, and further erosion of beaches
and soll, Addressing these cconomie processes of
production, consumption, and exchange
aggravated by privatsation and liberalisation - is
a challenge. Unifartunately, no studies extst o
measure these patterns,

A worsening of inequalities
Fourth, there ane lessons to be learned
about relief efforts and longterm
rehabilitation. It is not surprising that
thee soclal structures that ereate and
sustain discrimination, injustice, and
exchusion in society continue doing so
urtng and aher disasters, [n a highly stratihed
soclety such as India, relief and rehabilitation
efforts can often reinforce and even exacerbate
pre-existing inequalities, discrimination, and
marginalisation,

Evidence from tsunami-affected countries
suggests that social diviskions significantly affected
aceess o relled and rehabilitation services. There
was a notable tendency to overlook the needs of
vilnerable groups, including labourers, Dalits,
teibes, immigeants, ethnie minorites, widows,
and single women, in the disteibution of relief
and rehabilitation unless some vocal groups
advocated their cause, In Thailand,
undoeumented Burmese or Lao migeants, many
of whom suffered serfous injuries and required
urgent medical attention, had to go inte hiding to
avold arrest, In Sri Lanka, Tamil minorities in the
east and northern reglons recelved significantly

A resy

system needs o
b well-rounded,
Tooking at every
aspect from
nanral systems
o sockal
SUruCiures

less assi despite suffering much greater
devastation,

Furthermaore, asset-based damage assessment
tended to vour better-off segments of the
affected. Within India's ishing community,
labsowrers engaged in shing, retadl businesses,
and ancillary activities continued o suffer until
fishing activity resumed but received little

ion. In some s, the relief
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provided barely met basic subsistence needs,
while others experbenced excessive ald,

Fifth, gender-insensitive relier and
rehabilitation policies often accentuated the
vitlnerability of women. i Indian Hshing
communities, women are typleally
Imvolved in activities related 1o the
processing and marketng of fish or in
nen-fishing jobs such as colleciing
shells or running food stalls, They
rarely own property or assets in their
narme. Durdng the reliel and
rehabilitation, in many cases, their
livelihood needs were overlooked.
Reelief and rehabilitation packiges were
chistributed based on lsts of affected persons
prepared by the hish worker panchayats, leading
to women lacking sccess to reliel measures.
Widows from fish worker communities faced
clifficulties in recelving assistance, as they did not
possess identity cards issued by the Fisherles
Dipartment, The mportant takeaway bs that
sockl divisions must be carefully addressed st
every stage of reliel and rehabilitation,

Engagement with local structures

Sheth, it is crucial for reliel agencies t respect
community-based local institutions, especially in
eonstal communities where organisatbon revolves
around the concept of commons, Unlike agrarian
or urban areas, democratic practices in fishing
communities, such as kuppams, rely on active
diebate rather than electbons, The tsunami
reveaked that outside agencies often imposed
their own notions of democracy, which
undermined loeal capacitbes and resilience by
Fostering individualism and dependence. While
Essues such as gender insensitivity exist within
these communities, a eritieal and Jong-term
engagement with local structures would be more
effective in addressing these concerns rather than
demonising them.
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ti ue to
Pakistani airstrikes

Allu Arjun’s financial
aid for stampede
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Wholesale liquefied
petroleum gas prices

Ukrainian drones
destroyed in the last

Survivors of the

Azerbaijani airliner

in eastern Afghanistan

victim

Pakistan's alrstrikes on
4 6 eastern Afghanistan killed 46

people, mostly women and
children, a Taliban govemment official said
Wedneadzay, Hamdullah Fitrat, the deputy
spokesman for the Afghan govemment,
sabd that six people were wounded in the
Paktika province bordering Pakistan. sr

rriakirs of the film — Myt Movie

Makers 750 erore) and the film's
director Sukumar (350 |akh) — Pushpa’
announced financial assistance of 12 crore
for the family of the worman who died in a
starpede during the film's screening at a
theatre on December 4. m

2 crone, Actor Albu Arjun (1 crone) and

in Russia

5 per metric ton.
140 Darnestie prices of LPG in

Russia halved in
Decembser fram the previous month due to
an Influx of the fuel, exparts of which have
been curbed by European sanctions, The
EU's sanctions against Russia’s LPG took
effect on December 20. seumns

24 hours

Falling debris from a
119 Ukrainian drane that was

shot down caused an
explosion and a fatal fire in a shopping
centre in the city of Viadikavkar in Russia,
the local gevernor said on Wednesday, One
wodman was reported to have been killed
Inside the shopping centre, mms

crash

An Azerbaljani aidiner with 57
32 peaple onboard erashed

Wednesday In the Kazakhstand
ity of Altau, leaving at least 32 survivors,
according to officials, More than 30 people
are likely dead. At least 29 have been
hespitalised, the Ministry said, s
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U.S. and China renew S&T Agreement

Agreement in 20247 What does this indicate about the evolving relationship between the US and China?

How has the US. benefited from its collaboration with China under this Agreement?

EXPLAINER
Krishna Ravi Srinivas

The story so far:
n December 13, China and the
L5, agreed to extend their
Agreement on Co-operation in
Science and Technology for an
additional five years, effective from
August 27, 2024, and also signed a
protocol to amend it. Observers have
welcomed the development as an
affirmation of science and technology
cooperation between the two major
powers. The Agreement was first signed
on January 31, 1979, by Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping and U.S, president Jimmy
Carter at & time when both countries had
established diplomatic relations and
agreed to cooperate on agricultural
research and technology. Since then, the
Agreement has been renewed every five
vears while expanding in scope. The
Agreement is governed by the LLS.PRC
Joint Commission on Scientific and
Technological Cooperation. The LS, and
China each appoint co-chairs and an
agency from each country is nominated
as the ‘executive agent’. There are also
additional protocols between agencies
and 40 sub-agreements in different areas,
from agriculture to nuclear fusion,

Why do bilateral S&T agreements
matter?

Bilateral science and technology
agreements have been key to promaote
cooperation in these fields, Often there
are specific agreements or cooperation
pacts as part of a larger engagement
framework. While these agreements don't
mention specific investments in science
and technology, they often pave the way
for forms of cooperation that aren't
confined to state institutions, They also
facilitate joint research, mobility between
the countries for students and scient

such agreements with 83 countries.
But while countries sign such
agreements as part of rowtine
engagements, both countries need to
have the capacity and intentions to

GETTY IMAGES

Indeed, experts who reviewed the
Apresment have flageed China's ability to
make better use of the research
ecosystem and concerns about
intellectual property rights, One report by

pursue the cooperation Iy fiar the
instruments o succeed. Token initiatives
have never cut it, In this regard, the

Agreement between China and the U.S is
probably the most successful of its kind.

What does the renewed agreement
stipulate?
Conflicts between the U.S, and China,
particularly over technology exports to
China and concerns about China
overtaking the ULS. in science and
technology indicators, have become
sticking points of late. To address them,
the newly amended Agreement has
measures to enhance provisions for
researcher safety and data reciprocity.
The collaboration will henceforth be
confined to the intergovernmental level,
to basic research, and to previoushy
identified themes of mutual benefit, The
instrument will also exclude cooperation
in critical and emerging technologies to
assuage stakeholders that China won't

encourage institutional cooperation, and
set up bilateral research centers. India has

extract disproportionate benefits,
allegedly at the 1U.5's expense.

the Cc Research Service
stated: “In 2017, LS. patent and
trademark officials identified over 400
|Chinese] patents tied to [Agreement )]
projects that [China] commercialised
without .S, commercial benefit

So, before the Agreement was renewed
this year, the U.5. was faced with three
options: to renew it as usual for five years,
to rescind it or to renew it with new
measures to restrict the scope and add
additional conditions. The US. opted for
the third, implying that while there are
deep concerns about the Agreement’s
continued usefulness to the LS., the
outgoing administration would rather not
allow it to altogether expire or rescind it.

‘What has the 1.5, gained?

China expanded its cooperation in
science and technology in the 1970s by
signing agreements with the US.f and the
European Union, Until then these deals
had been restricted o some east
European countries and the erstwhile
Soviet Union, Between then and now, the

country has emerged as a strong
comtender for the leadership of global
science,

According to one February 2024 paper,
China’s research and development (R&I)
spending increased from $375 million in
1979 to §442 hillion in 2021, second only
to the LS. In 1985, there were 2,770
Chinese undergraduate students in the
LS. and 109,525 in 2000. Both the
number of papers coauthored by Chinese
and .S, authors and the variety of fields
in which this has happened have
increased. On the back of these dar,
Deborah Seligsohn of the Centre for
Strategic and International Swudies,
‘Washington, [{, has argued that the LS.
wasn't poorly served by the Agreement
and has received significant value as well,

For the same reasons, the incoming
Trump administration isn't likely to
rescind the new agreement, although it
might attach more conditions and further
limnit its scope. It will still be valuable i
China for keeping the door o nonzero
cooperation in science and technology,
including to promaote the mobility of its
researchers, open. Likewise, the U,
could maintain a handle on China's rise
vis-dvis science and technology rather
than lose all leverage.

In all, the Agreement teaches us that
while bilateral science and technology
agreements are important, making the
best use of them demands
capacity-building and sustained
investment in RED. Otherwise the
participating countries won't be able to
absorb the principal advantages such
agresments generate. The Agreement
catalysed China's transformation from a
‘junior partner’ in 1979 to a formidable
competitor in 2024. Even if the .5,
deems its success to be ‘extreme’, the
Agreement forces the two count
respond to each other's concerns us
the language of science and technology
and cooperation.

Krishna Ravi Srinivas is adiunct professor
of law, NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad, and consultant, RIS New Defli
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Thee .5, and China renewed
thelr Agreesment on
Co-operation in Sclence and
Technalogy for five years with
new amendments addressing
researcher safety and data
reciprocity.

-

The Agreerment catalysed
China's ise from a juniar
partner n 1979 to & farmidable
global competitor In sclence
and technology, marked by
massive growth in RED
spending, student exchanges,
and reseanch DIIpLIL
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Wihille Trump's administation
right scrutinise the Agreement
e clasely, It recogrises the
impartance of maintaining
cooperation with China,
particulady ta mondtar and
manage China'’s technological
advancements.

What is Australia’s Online
Safety Amendment about?

How will ARSMPs ensure compliance with the new age restrictions?

RV

The story so far:
ustralia's House of
Representatives recently
passed the "Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Bill, 2024” which imposes
obligation on certain social media
platforms to take reasonable steps to
prevent children under 16 years of age
from: having an account,

What is the new Law about?
The object of the amendment (a new Part
4A- social media minimum age inserted in
Australia’s existing the Online Safety Act
of 2021} is to ‘reduce the risk of harm to
age-restricted users from certain kinds of
social media platforms'. The
age-restricted user shall mean ‘an
Australian child who has not reached 16
The age-restricted social media
platforms (ARSMP) affected by the
proposed amendment would cover (with

some exclusions) an electronic service
which enables online social interaction
between two or more end-users, and
allows end-users to post material on the
service,

The Australian Minister of
Communication clarified that the
povernment expects the ARSMP will, at
minimum, inchde ‘TikTok, Facebool,
Snapchat, Recldit, Instagram, X, among
others.

How will the ban be impl d?

acoounts with age-restricted social media
platforms and to promote those
guidelines.

The proposed restriction will not take
place eardier than 12 months after the
proposed day of enforcement. The
affected stakeholders shall be consulted
and government’s age assurance trial will
guide the industry on which age
assurance technologies would be
considered ‘reasonable’ and consistent
with minimum age obligation, However, it

firmed that all account holders on

The law proposes that the providers of
ARSMPs ‘must take reasonable steps to
prevent age-restricted users having
accounts with the age-restricted social
media platforms’. Failing to meet this
requirement may result in a madimum
civil penalty of $49.5 millions. However,
‘what is meant by ‘reasonable steps” is not
defined within the Bill.

It shall be the duty of the eSafety
Commissioner o formulate, in writing,
puidelines for taking reasonable steps o
prevent age-restricted users having

was
ARSMPs will have to verify their age.
The law does not otherwise place any
abligation on ARSMPs to prohibit people
under the age of 16 from accessing
content on their platforms. There is no
civil penalty for parents who provide
acoess to ARSMPs for chikdren under 16,

‘What are privacy concerns?

It has been ohserved that ‘age assurance
technologies can pose privacy risks due o
the type and amount of data they collect,
store, use, and share’. With regard to

privacy concerns, the proposed law will
establish privacy obligations where an
‘entity” holds personal information about
an individual that was collected for the
purpose of taking ressonable steps to
establish identity. Penalties may be
imposed under the Privacy Act, 1988 if
the entity uses or discloses information,
without falling within one of the
exceptions under the Act.

There will also be an ohligation on
entities to destroy the collected
information ‘after using or disclosing it for
the purpases for which it was collected.
The government also announced its
intention to legiskate a 'Digital Duty of
Care' to 'place the onus on di |
platforms to proactively keep Australians
safe and better prevent online harms.

Is social media harmful to children?
Emerging research indicates that social
media may impact children’s mental
health. Despite various benefits, the risks
of social media are also well
acknowledged.

However, a blanket ban to pro
children from using social media is not
considered to be the most advantageous
solution. Some research nd
academics expressed concern “that a ban
is oo blunt an instrument to address risks
effectively’. The Australian Greens
criticised saying that the legislation was
*rushed, reckless and goes againse the
evidence’.

R.K. Vij, a former Indian Police Service
afficer

THE GIST

v

Australia's Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Mk Age| Bill, 2024,
mandates that platforms take
reasanable steps 1o prevent
children under 15 from
creating accounts, with
penalties for non-compliance
reaching 5405 million.

v

While simed at reducing hamm
1o children, the law ralses
privacy concerms over data
collection for age venfication,
with safeguards requiring the
destruction of personal data
after use and penalties for
Fisuse under the Privacy Act,
1988,
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The lapses in the disaster management Bill

he Disaster
Management
(Amendment) Rill,
2024, raises serious
comcerns. Instead of filling in the
gaps in the Disaster Management
Act (IIMAY, 2005, the Bill has
remaved scope for participatory
governance, accountability, and
efficiency from the Act.

The lapses

First, the semantics. The Bill uses
top-down guarded vermi

such as ‘monitor’ and ‘guidelines',
Instead, terms such as
‘supervision’ and ‘direction” could
have established greater trust and
bonding with communities and
local governments. On the other
‘hand, in global legal research
documents, such as the Yokohama
Strategy, the Hyogo Framework
for Action, and the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, local communities are
kmown as the first responders” to
disasters. It is imperative to build
on the capacities and wisdom of
Iowcal communities.

Second, even though the Bill
defines a ‘hazard’, resilience’, and
“vulnerability’, these definitions
are mere mechanical words or
inconsequential without
acknowledging the substantive
roles of local communities,
panchayats, wards and NGOs in
disaster management. Whether
during Cyclone Aila in 2008 in the
Sundarbans, the Kedarnath glacial
Inke putburst flood of 2013, or the
floods in Kerala in 2018, villagers
and fisherfolk began rescuing
people before the National
Disaster Response Foree or Coast
Guards could reach the victims,

The Bill is silent on
intersectional discrimination.
‘Whenever authorities are open to

Faunder Chairperson,
Special Centre for
Disaster Research,
and farrmer Prafessor,
Centre far Law and
Governance, JNU

Instead of filling
in the gaps in
the Disaster

4 just approach atiom
and vulnerability, the datasets
change phenomenally. [gnoring
intersectional vulnerability even
after 20 years of the Act weakens
the Bill's claim to be holistic and
inclusive, Women, the disabled,
“lower” castes, and LOBTQLA
communities may not show the
several lavers of discrimination

Management
Act, 2005, the
1l has

removed scope
for participatory
Eovernance,
aceountability,
amd efficiency
from the Act

they suffer.

There is also nothing in the Bill
on the performance evaluation of
district authorities. If the
authorities had failed o be
prepared for a disaster and then a
disaster strikes, sometimes they
try to take attention away from

measurable indices for

pe ce assessment
afficials in the field are fuzzy or
insccurately mentioned.

The Bill also suffers from
speciesism, The thousands of
animals which die after every
disaster are not even mentioned,

their dereliction of duty The District Disaster
and bring focus to % Management Authorities
individual philanthropy =TS (DDMA) seem to have
efforts. This makes the 200 INDIAN  little responsibility in
ground fertile for OCEAN i lementing the
political poaching of the Animal Birth Control
electorate, (ARC) Rules, 2023,
The Bill excludes ‘law and brought out by the same
order’ from the Act. It clarifies government, This gap fails the
that, ‘the expression “man made Rubes as well as the preparedness
causes” does not include any law fior a disaster.
and order related matter’, Why The Bill suggests an Urban
then does it bring the State Dispster Management Authority
Director Generals of Police into (UDMA) under Section of 414,
the State Executive Committees ‘What brought the need for this
(SECs)? additional authority? 1t is unclear.
Accountability is the next The Municipal Corporation is the
casualty. Sections 12 and 13 of the highest revenue generator for any
DA, which covered the city as it controls land, buildings,

minimum standards of relief for builders, and property taxation,
disaster victims and the possibility | But in what way can a Municipal
of Inan repayment relief, hive Corporation improve disaster
been omitted. Similarly, Section management if it encourages

19, which demanded that State urban flooding by allowing
povernments follow guidelines on T over aguiters,
minimum standards of relief, has water hodies, city forests, river
also been dropped, These Sections | beds and markets?

also carried special provisions for

widows, ¢ 5, the homeless, Regional collaboration

and provided ex gratia assistance
om account of loss of life as also
assistance on account of damage
1o howses and for restoration of
means of livelihood. There is no
replacement for this in the Bill,

The DMA had made some
mandatory requirements for
better enforcement of disaster
management provisions by
various departments and
ministries under the Government
of India. Section 35(2b) and
Section 35(2d) that ensured
integration and preparedness in
the plans have been dropped in
the Bill, At another place, the SEC
noo bomger has o do basic
homeweork for preparedness; sub
clauses (2a) and (2b) of Section 22
are deleted in the Bill. There is
litthe in terms of good governance
in the Bill a5 most of its

Finally, the workl is grappling with
zoonotic and epizootic diseases,
Given this scenario, a regional
phan of action through increased
trust, collaboration, and
emergency strategies was awaited.
The Bill could have mentioned
regional groupings such as SAARC,
BIMSTEC, and BRICS, to be
approached in the event of a
disaster, The Bill was expected to
encourage international
collaboration, democratisation,
and decentralisation of the role
and responsibilities of the National
Disuster Management Authority., It
could have at least referred o the
J011 SAARC Agreement on Rapid
Response to Natural Disasters.
Given thee porous boundaries of
South Asian countires, to ignore
regional collaboration is a serious

lapse.

Memories of the tsunami

Officials recall the day of the di

STATE OF PLAY

T. Ramakrishnan
ramakrishnan. Ltthehinds, oom

death  for  Gagandeep

Singh Bedi on December
26, 2004, when the Indian
Ocean tsunami struck Tamil
Nadu, The Cuddalore District
Collector was at Hotel Tamil
Nadu on the sea front of Ma-
mallapuram to attend an AIDS
workshop when he got a call
at around 9 a.m. A fisherman
at Cuddalone told him that the
sea had “flooded” and des-
troyed his village. When Mr,
Bedi was about to end the call,
b saw a huge wave in front of
his hotel and ran out of the
room. It was only then that he
realised the magnitude of the
disaster.

Mr, Bedi rushed to Cudda-
lare, He travelled through Tin-
divanam, as it was not safe o
travel on Chennai’s East Coast
Road. “I first visited the go-
vernment hospital, where
saw i large mumber of bodies,”
recalls Mr. Bedi, who is now
Additional Chief Secretary,
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj. Thanks to his eam
of officers in the district which
included Rajendra  Ratnoo,
who is now Executive Director
of the National Institute of Dis-
aster Management, D, Jagan-
nathan, who is Commissioner
of Commercial Taxes in the
Tamil Nadu government, and
Anu George, who is one of the
Secretaries to Tamil Nadu
ief Minister M. K. Stalin, he
initiated the process of emer-
geney relief, “Within [a] few
howrs after the tsunami, the
district  administration  had
swung into action (o rescue
the affected people and taken
up rehahilitation measures to
bring |back| the normalcy of
life,” states the Cuddalore Dis-
trict Disaster Management

l t was a close shave with

Tamil Nadu

Plan, 2024,

One of the key decisions
Mr. Bedi had to take pertained
o the disposal of bodies, Con-
sidering the gravity of the sit-
wition, the State government
acceded to the proposal of the
Cuddalore administration for
relaxing the stipula-
tion of post martem
before  dispasing
the  bodies,

of Revenue Admi-
nistration and State

Relief Commissioner, R, San-
thanam, got the clearance for
iy recuest in no time," recalls
Mr. Bedi. aAfter discussions
with senior members of the
fishing community, mass bu-
rials were arranged on the
evening of December 26.

The scale of destruction
was unprecedented. Mr. Bedi
says the loss of lives and cattle
was “guite significam”; 610
people died in Cuddalore and
38 people went missing. Pu-
blic infrastructure was affect-
ed, Thirty-one coastal villages
were affected and some 5,000
fishing vessels were damaged.

Cuddalore got a lot of atten:
tion nationally and interna-
tionally, Film actors such as Vi-
vek Oberoi, Smriti Irani, and
Poonam Dhillon, Swiss tennis
player Roger Federer, and
former U5, President Bill Clin-
tom either came down o Ta-
mil Nadu or were involved in
relief work. Mr. Oberoi was
criticised though - the then
Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, la-
ter blamed him for doing

Y .

“Thy -
then Crmmissirme? 2004 Ig&ﬁ'{l‘

[er

nothing and trying to get pu-
blicity. "But celebrities have
the potwential of penerating
goodwill, We, the authorities,
sought to tap that and suc-
ceeded o a large extent. At the
same time, we maintained a
respectable  distance  from
them,” Mr. Bedi says.,

The southernmost district
of Kanniyakumari sutfered the
largest death woll (7T99) after
MNagapattinam (6,065). “There
were 72 people who could
never be traced. As many as
44,000 families in 33 coastal
villages were affected,” says
Sunil Paliwal, who is Chair-
man of the Chennai Port
Trust. He was transferred
from Theni to Kan-
niyakumari as Col-
lecior nearly two
weeks after the -

nami.
Given iis loca
tion, the district

was not in the limelight the
way Nagapattinam and Cud-
dalore were, However, that
was ot a problem for Mr, Pali-
wal and his team. “The district
administration ook up several
measures on its own, Mr. San:
thanam was extremely res-
ponsive and supported us,”

What he remembers the
mast is that the delicately ba-
lanced religious mix of people
in the district (Hindus consti-
tute around 4&%, Christans
46% and Muslims 4%, as per
the 2001 Census} was no bar-
rier to the district administra-
tion for undertaking relief and
rehabilitation  measures. 1
would call Kanniyakumari a

lace of perfect communal
mony,” Mr. Paliwal says,
adding that he could see a
sense of unity among the peo-
pli in times of adversity.

Rath Mr. Bedi and Mr. Pali-
wal continue w be in touch
with the people of the two dis-
tricts, In their assessment, the
people have left behind the
traum of the tsunami,

Republicans and Trump’s team diverge on immigration

0% Republicans favour a decrease in legal immi

adults support an increase in legal

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

series of events has shone

aspotlight on the LS HIB

visa programme, which
mostly benefits Indian workers.
The amme allows U8, em-
ployers to hire skilled foreign pro-
fessionals for specialised roles.

Recently, a monthe-old post on X
by Chennai-bomn techie, Sriram
Krishnan, who was appointed as
Al advisor to the LS, government
by President-elect Donald Trump,
went viral. Mr. Krishnan urged
Elon Musk, whao will also be advis-
ing the Trump administration on
cutting unnecessary regulations,
to elimimate country ecaps for
green cards and “unlock skilled
immigration.” This sparked de-
bustes, with pri- and antiimmigra-
tion voices weighing in on the HIB
visa programme. Far-right activist
Laura Loomer was among the crit-
ics of Mr. Krishnan's appaintment
and the HIB programme,

Earlier this month, Bloomberg
published a detailed report featur-
ing former U.5.-barn employees of
Indig-based IT firm Cogni

Solutions, who alleged
that “HIE workers were favouned
over U5, employees.” In October,
a L&, jury found the I'T major guil-
ty of discriminatory  practices
against non-Indian workers, Ear-
lier this year, several Tata Consul-
tancy Services employees in the
1.5, filed a complaint with the U8,
Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, accusing it of racial
discrimination and wvouring indi-
viduals on HIB visas for jobs.

Amid the ongoing criticism of
the HIE programme, the Joe Biden
administration introduced new
rubes last week to simplify the hir-
ingt of foreign workers by LS. com-
panies, The changes also made it
easier for individuals to transition
fronm F-1 student visas to HIB visas.

In this context, 4 recent survey
by the Pew Research Center is im-
portant, Ik reveals that 30% of U5,

6% prefer
ing the current bevels, and 22% ad-
vowate for a decresse.

Chart 1 illustrates the share of
1.5, adults who want legal immi-
gration to increase, decrease, or
stay at the current level. Ameri-
cans aged 18 to 29 showed stronger
suppart for increased legal immi-
pgration, with 50% favouring it and
10% advocating a decrease. But
among those aged 50 and older,
only 20% supported an increase;
nearly 30% favoured a decrease.

The responses were also divid-
ed along political lines, with 30%
of Republicans favouring a de-
erease in legal immigration, com-

ared to only 4% of Democratic-
eaning respondents, White Amer-
icans showed the lowest support
fior increasing legal immigration,

The survey also shows that
about four in 10 Americans believe
that high-skilled workers should
be prioritised when determining
who should be allowed o stay in
the U5, legally (Chart 2). Signifi-
cantly, Mr. Musk recently respond-
ed with "] agree” on X o a post by
a U5 hased firm’s CEO advocating
fior an incresse in the HIB visa cap
to attract mare “top talent”,

Amid calls to increase tempor-

worker visa limits, the mumber
of immigrants granted lwwful per-
manent residency through green
cards returned to pre-pandemic le-
vels in 2023 (Chart 3).

In 2023, approximately 1.2 mil-
lion immigrants received green
cards, an increase of about
1,55,000 compared to 2022, Since
2007, over | million immigrants
have been granted green cards an-
nually, except during the COVID-9
pandemic. In 2023, 197,000 were
Biven Empl(;i(ment-hzued green
cards, typically issued o highly
skilled foreign workers or those
filling labour shortages,

While a significant share of Re-

ublican voters supports reducing
egal immigration, Mr. Trump's
team and the tech industry advo-
cate for increasing it to address the
demand for skilled workers,

ation com|

ared o only 4% of Democrats

Which way will the H1B needle swing?

The data for the charts were sourced from a recent article published by the Pew Reaserch Center based on
their The American Trends Panel survey
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FIFTY YEARS AGD DECEMBER 26, 1974

US. bypasses UN. fund in
$200 maid pledge

New York, Dec, 25: The United States has
pledged $2,000 millions w aid poor countries
hit by the warld economic crisis, but said it
woulbd be distributed through American
channels and not through a United Nations
Emergency Fund., The ULS. Ambassador to the
United Nations, Mr. John Scali, in a letter to the
UM, Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, said
half of the money, which is subject to
Congressional approval, would go to 32
countries identified by the UN, as the most
seriously affected. The remainder was for other
unlisted countries which the U5, considered to
be among the most needy, Mr. Scali said, At the
same time, Mr. Scali acknowledged in his letter
that the UN. fund represented "appropriate
channels for the rapid disbursement of
assistance from those donor countries which do
not have programmes .anzuﬂy in operation”,
Last week, the U5, refused to contribute o a
second LN, special fund o help the poorest
countries, or to serve on its governing board,
West Germany also declined to give to that fund.
The U5, Government's refusal to channel aid
through the two special funds, which grew out
of last April's special UN. General Assermbly
sEssinn an econamic questions, was attributed
in some quarters here to its disenchantment
with the current political rends in the UN, Ina
widely-reported speech to the General Assembly
earlier this month, Mr. Scali strongly criticised
the third world majority for foreing through
“one-sided, unrealistic resslutions which cannat
be implemented.” The U5, is also known to
helieve that the oil-producing States, which have
henefited from increased prices, could

Chart 31 Tha chart shows the admissian categories far U5,

Rawful parmanant residants batwesn 2007 and 2023,
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contribute much maore to relieve the plight of
developing countries suffering severe
halance-of payments problems because of the
soaring costs of essential imports.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMEER 26, 1924
Canadas attitude

Ottaws, Dec. 24: The Cabinet is considering an
invitation for 4 Special Imperial Conference.
Canada’s reply will probably suggest that every
means to exchange opinion by cable should be
exhausted before the necessity arises for the
presence of Canadian Ministers in London
which is most inconvenient as the Canadian
Parligment will be in session in March,

+
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Surveillance reform is the need of the hour

The proposed legiskation related to the personal data protection of citizens fails o consider surveillance

Anushka Jain
Tanmay Singh

On December 20, a US, court ruled that
Israel’s NSO Growup was Hiable for installing
Pegusies, a spyware suite, on the phones of
targeted individials through WhatsApp. In
ant article dated fuly 20, 2021, Anushkoa
Jairt aid Tanrmay Singh argie the growing
need for surveillunce reform, stressing the
importatice of privacy protections ard the
risks of unchecked survillance practices,
t is worth asking why the
government would need to hack
phones and install spyware when
existing laws already offer impunity
for surveillance, This unsettling guery
arises on the hasis of reports emerging
from a collaborative investigation by
journalists from around the world,
including from India's The Wire, tithed the
‘Pegasus Project’. Reports say that over
=300 verified Indian mobile telephone
nimbers, inchiding those use,
Ministers, Opposition lead
the legal community, busin
government officials, scientis
activists and others”, were targeted using
spyware made by the Israeli firm, NSO
Group.

Threat to press freedom

Subsequent reporting showed that the
Pegasus spyware had been used to target
37 phones, of which 10 belonged to
Indians. Amnesty International’s Security
Lab was then able to confirm that Pegasus
wits tsed to compromise the phones of
former journalist of The Indian Express
Sushant Singh, former editor of the
Ecenomic and Political Weekly Paranjoy
Guha Thakurta, former Qutleok journalist
S.M.M. Abdi, and The Wire's two founding
editors Siddharth Varadarajan and M.E.
Ve,

These revelations highlight a disturbing
trend with regard to the use of hacking
software against dissidents and
adversaries, In 2009, similar allegations
were made about the use of Pegasus
against journalists and human rights
activists. Most of them were situated in
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh as the hack
targeted lawyers related to the Bhima
Koregaon case and Dalit activists,
r\:apulul-!y However, despite repeated
calls for imvestigations, the relevant State
governments failed to do so.

A significant number of Indians
reportedly affected by Pegasus this time
are again journalists. This is not
surprising since the World Press Freedom
Index produced by Reporters Without
Borders has ranked India 142 ot of 180
countries in 2020, What is shocking,
however, is that the press requires (and in
democra s afforded) greater
protections on speech and privacy.
Privacy and free speech are what enable
good reporting, They protect journalists
against threats of private and
governmental reprisals against legitimate
reporting. This has been recognised in
Supreme Court decisions. In the absence
of privacy, the safety of journal
especially those whose work criticises the
government, and the personal safety of
their sources is jeopardised. Such a lack of
privacy, therefore, creates an aura of
distrust around these journalists and
effectively buries their credibility.

Problematic provisions

The government, in its purported
undated and unsigned response, relied on
existing provisions of liw under the
Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 and the
Information Technology (IT) Act of 2000,
Even without the use of Pegasus or any

other hacking software and surveillance,
these provisions are problematic and
offer the government total opacity in
respect of its interception and monitoring
activities. While the provisions of the
Telegraph Act relate to telephone
comversations, the IT Act relates to all
communications undertaken using a
computer resource, Section 69 of the IT
Act and the Interception Rules of 2009
are even more opaque than the Telegraph
Act, and offer even weaker protections to
the surveilled, No provision, however,
allows the government to hack the
phones of any individual since hacking of
computer resources, ineluding mobile
phones and apps, is a eriminal offence
uiider the IT Act. Nonetheless,
surveillance itself, whether under a
provision of kw or witheut it, is a gross
violation of the fundamental rights of
citizens.

GETTY IMAGES

The very existence of a surveillance
system impacts the right to privacy and
the exercise of freedom of speech and
personal liberty under Articles 19 and 21
of the Constitution, respectively. It
prevents people from reading and
exchanging unorthodos, controversial or
provocative ideas, Regardless of whether
a citizen knows that their email is being
read by the government, the perceived
danger, founded on reasonable suspicion
that this may happen, itself impacts their
ability to express, receive and discuss
siich ideas.

There is also no scope for an individual
subjeeted to surveillance to approach a
court of law prior to or during or
sibsequent to acts of surveillance since
the system itself is covert. In the absence
of parliamentary of judicial oversight,
electronic surveillance gives the executive
the power to influence both the subject of

surveillanee and all elasses of indivichuals,
resulting in a chilling effect on free
speech. Constitutional functionaries such
as 4 sitting judge of the Supreme Court
have reportedly been surveilled under
Pegasus without any checks outside the
execitive wing of government. Vesting
such disproportionate power with one
wing of the government threatens the
separation of powers of the government,
In response to a Right to Information
(RTI) request in 2003, the Central
government had revealed that 7,500 to
9,000 orders for interception of
telephones are issued by it every month,
However, RTI requests for such
information are now denied citing threats
to national security and to the physical
sifety of persons,

The government, in its purported
response, stated that any surveillance
w‘hu.h takes place happens through
process of law". However, the
existing provisions are insufficient to
protect against the spread of
authoritarianism since they allow the
executive o exercise a disproportionate
amount of power. Such surveillanee,
when carried out entirely by the
execitive, curtails Articles 32 and 226 of
the Constitution (empowering the
Supreme Court and High Courts,
respectively, to issue certain writs) as it
happens in secret. Thus, the affected
person is unable tw show a breach of their
rights. This violates not only the ideals of
due process and the separation of powers
but also goes against the requirement of
procedural safeguards as mandated in
K.5. Puttaswamy (Retd) v, Union of India
(2007).

Role of juiciary
Thus, in order to satisty the ideal of “due
process af kaw"”, to maintain an effective
separation of powers and to fulfill the
requirements of procedural safeguards
and natural justice, there needs o be
oversight [rum another branch of the
government. Only the judiciary can be
competent to decide whether specific
instances of surveillance are
proportionate, whether less onerous
alternatives are available, and to balance
the necessity of the government’s
objectives with the rights of the impacted
individuals. The need for judicial
oversight over surveillance systems in
eneral, and judicial investigation into the
Pegasus hacking in particular, is also
essential because the leaked database of
targeted numbers contained the phone
number of a sitting Supreme Court judge,
which further calls into question the
independence of the judiciary in India.
Surveillance reform is the need of the
hour in India. Not only are existing
protections weak but the proposed
legislation related to the personal data
protection of Indian citizens fails to
L'nnmdu'r surveillance while also providing
L'Xi.m]']"[mH o |,;‘u\-l."mm.|."nt
authorities, W] spyware is expensive
and interception is inetficent, the
individuals surveilled will be shortlisted
by priority and perceived threat level to
the existing regime. But as spyware
becomes more affordable and
interception becomes maore efficient,
there will no longer be a need to shortlist
individuals. Everyone will be potentially
subject to state-sponsored maiss
surveillance, The only solution is
immediate and far-reaching surveillance
reform.
Arushica fain is the Associcte Coursel
tSurveillance ard Transparency) atiid
Tagumay Singh is the Litigation Counsel at
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Here is a quiz on fun Christmas traditions followed across the world

Sindbu Nagaraj

[ 8
QUESTION 1

Many peaple use Advent calendars to count the days
untll Christmas. In which country did this tradition

afginate?

[
QUESTION 2

Moche de las Velitas (Day of the Little Candles) is a

in which country? it is
mmaculate
Canceptian. It is the unafficial start of the Christmas

widely abserved religlous holida
celebrated on December

Ve

seasan In the country.
[ N
QUESTION 3

Inwhich country, Christmas is celebrated on January 7
de the Russian, Greek,

a6 the day of Jesus' birth, slongsi
Eritrean and Serbian Orthadox Churches?
[ 8

QUESTION &

In Mexica, this flower, which bloom in winter, are glven to

peaple, during Christmas, Name the flower,
[ 8
QUESTION §

In France, Révelllon de Nokl is celebrated. Traditionally

wiheen | this celebrated?

Visual Question:
Identify this tradition. In which country this |s celebrated?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
dally guiz: 1. Name the book Newton pubdished in
1647 that ladd the feundations of classical mechanice.
Ans: Philosophiae Naturalls Princlpia
Mathematica

2. In his book, Newton described a way to predict the
exact lacations of two bodies orbiting each other with
o other forces acting on them. Once he had salved It
Newton intraduced this next version. Ans:

Three-bady problem
3. In 1666, Mewton resolved a longstanding debate
until them as to whether were an intrinsic
praperty of light or If they were an addition using a
combenation of prisms and lenses. Ans: Colours
A, Newton was a member of the Parliament of England
fram this district that was created in 1603 and
abolished n 1950, Ans: ‘Cambridge University’
5. For the last three decades of his life, Newton was

af the » 8 rale he took quite serously even
thaugh it was a sinecuwre, Fill in the Banks. Ams:
Master of the Mint
5. While Newtor and X are believed ta have
Independently develaped calculus, Rewtan Is credited
with starting earier and X with develaping a mone
convenient notation. Ans: Gottiried Wilhelm Leibniz
Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Arvind Tillway |
Viswanadhafao Batchu | Swdhir Gurjar

Know your
English
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8. Upendran

“... and in the end. the chent kills the
lawyer.”

"The lawyer certainly deserved it. But
tiell me, what's the difference between a
‘client’ and a ‘customer?"

A client is someone who makes use of
the services of a professional. For
example, if you require the services of a
lawyer or a chartered accountant, then
you would be his/her client. A ‘customer’,
an the other hand, is someone who buys
things.”

S if 1 buy things from a shop, [ would
b o customer.”

"Yes™

... When you refer bo someone as
being an ‘awkward ool customer’, you
miean that you think hejshe is behaving in
an awkward or cool manner. For
exarmple, Mohan is a real cool customer
under pressure.”

"So here the word 'customer” does not
mean someone who buys things?”

"No, it doesn't, It can refer to any
person: a cool customer, an ugly
customer, 4 queer customer, "Custome
here just means a person.”

"1 see, Can 1 say, the bank manager
avaids all awlkward customerns?”

"1 suppase you could, But how does
the manager do it? Does he hide in the
bathroom?”

"That's not funny. Amyway, while we're
on the subject of bathrooms, why is the
lavatory called the *loo?"

“It's the shortened form of the French
‘gardez Peau’; T'eair’ is pronounced like
how'

"0, But what does it mean?”
arde: 'ean’ means “heware of the

Wirter? Wht water?”

"You see, in Europe, before indoor
plumbing and sewers, human waste was
thrown out of the window. People were
wirned beforehand. In France, for
example, the person throwing out the
human waste used to shout ‘gardes Peaw’,
meaning ..

" beware of the water.”

“That's right. As soon as the people on
the street heard it, they used to run sway
from the window.”

“But tell me, how did the Temr’ which
is pronounced low’ become loo’ as in
‘blue?"

"W have to thank the Scots for that.
Yot see the Scots borrowed the French
‘gardez Peaw’. But they changed the
promunciation to ‘gardy loo'. And when
indoor plumbing became common,
people didn’t have to shout ‘gardy loo®
any more.”

“Instead they passed water in the
‘bt

“Waterlool™

Published in The Hindu on fuly 12, 1994

Word of the day

Wistful:

thinking sadly sbout samething that you would
like b have

SYNONYMS: regretful, yearning, longing

Usage: shofoit wistfin o5 she foaked at the old
phatographs,

Pronunciation: newsth lvewistulpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jwastiols
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How the 2004 Indian Ocean quake
transformed tsunami science

The transoceanic reach of the 2004 tsunami was a big surprise. With no recorded history of any event of such magnitude, researchers had not

anticipated it occurring along Indi

Eusala Rajendran
L. P, Rajendran

eeember 26, 2024, marks the

20th year since the 2004

Indian Ocean earthquake and

tsunanmi. The tsunami
generated by the quake of magnitude 9.1
was sourced off the Sumatran coast and
wiis the third largest (by magnitude) in
the world since 1900, The sotrce was 30
km bielow the seean floor, in the Sunda
trench, where part of the Indo-Australian
plate subducts beneath the Burma
microplate, which is a part of the
Eurasian plate.

The 2004 earthguake ripped through
1,300 km of the plate boundary, the fault
tearing from Sumatra in the south to Coco
Islands in the north, The quake was felt in
Indonesia, Bangladesh, India, Malaysia,
the Maldives, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, and Thailand. It caused severe
damage and killed hundreds in Northern
Sumatra and in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The tsunami was most impactful
on distant shores, affecting 17 countries
lining the Indian Ocean.

I all, with an astounding death toll of
around 227,000 plus 1.7 million mare
displaced, the 2004 tsunami is the
deadliest in recorded history.

Unprecedented magnitude

In less than six years, on March 11, 2001, a
magnitude 91 earthquake hit the east
coast of Japan, the largest ever recorded
in that country. It generated a tsunami
that resched as high as 39 metres and
travelled up to 8 km inland. The twin
disasters killed more than 18,000 people,
displaced maore than 500,000, and
resulted in the Fulushima Daiichi nucear
power plant accident.

Although devastating tsunamis have
oceurred in the past - 1960 Chile and
1964 Alaska, for example — the two st
century events taught us important
lessons. Particularly, the 2004 tsunami
highlighted how vulnerable the world was
to matural hazards. It landed ke a bolt
from the sky, hitting the most unexpected
locations, and placed a premium on the
importance of tackling disaste
through preparedness and resilience.

As Margareta Wahlstriim, head of the
U Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR), observed in a panel discussion:
“Ten years after the Indian Ocean
tsunami, the world has taken significant
measures to make the world a safer place
against disasters.”

The 2004 tsunami surprised
researchers and hazard managers alike
with its transoceanic reach. With no
recorded history of any event of such
magnitude, the research community
hadn't anticipated it occurring along
India’s eastern seaboard. The only
previous sunamis had occurred in 1881,
caused by a large earthauake (magnitude
=8 off Car Nicobar island, and another in
1883 dise to the explosion of Krakatoa.
These events produced only small sea
surges as recorded by tide gauges at
different p-uinlxun the east coast.

However, in the twudx.cadusmﬂ.
2004, researchers have
tremendous beaps in the scientific
understanding of tsunami gt:m:rdl:lm and

Coastal devastation on Katchal Island, part of the Andaman and Nicabar Islands, In 2005. The (sland lost serme 90% of It's papulation in the Decermnber 26, 2004,

tragedy. AFFGETTY MAGES

iru:ludiru; India to search for evidence of
tsunarmis in history. Atwater's work along
the sthmﬁwn const of the western U 5.
had ich of an

and tsunami in 1700, plus their
predecessors, One fascinating part of this
wark was the use of land elevation
changes caused by the earthquake, which
left trees stressed or just killed them,
Avwater had used the imprints of these
effects to determine when some piece of
land had been deformed and thus when it
was suffering the effects of a tsunamigenic
earthouale.

Inspections of subsided mangrove
swamps revealed how the 2004
earthguake had rendered changes in
elevation of up to 3.5 metres at some
places along the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. Scientists also wondered if there
could have been past events that also
caused the mangroves to subside. As it
turned out the 2004 earthquake had
reopened the coffins of the past and
exposed their skeletons, in the form of
dead roots sticking out from tidal
plathorms during a kow tide, Such roots
exposed near Port Blair were used to infer
that the last earthquake had occurred
absout a thousand years ago.

Exeavations at Mahabalipuram, a port
of the Pallava dynasty, unearthed
evidence of a tsunami of the same
vintage. It was the frst proof of a
pre-2004 tsunami reported by an Indian
team. Researchers also sifted through

the technical aspects of earthg
momnitoring. The ndian Tsunami Early
Warning Centre (ITEWC), established in
2007 by the Union Ministry of the Earth
Sciences of the Government of India, is
perhaps the most significant step in this
direction.

Operating from the Indian National
Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS) at Hyderabad, ITEWC operates
seismological stations as well as bottom
pressure recorders and tidal stations
across the Indian Ocean basin - all 24,7
These systems can transmit offshore and
deep ocean sunami observations that
enable early warnings. Earthguake data
from the stations operated by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) and
350 global stations are also available at
INCOIS,

Ocean monitoring systems also pass
data in real-time. In about 10 minutes, for
example, the system can identify a
potential tsunami-producing earthguake
and issue tsunami alerts or warnings —
depending on the expected severity - for
coutitries bordering the Indian Ocean.
India is the fifth country in the world,
after the LS., Japan, Chile, and Australia,
to have an advanced tsunami warning
system of this kind.

A new practice

The 2004 incident also spurred important
new developments in research, The work
of tsunami geology, pioneered by Brian
Atwater of the 1.5, Geological Survey,
promipied researchers in Asian countries

v deposits along the islands
and coastal areas of the mainland to find
evidence of other ancient tsunamis, while
learning to distinguish between tsunami
and storm deposits.

This effort is a good example of how
the 2004 tsunami prompeed the science
of tsunami geology to become a new
practice, leading to many new research
papers and doctoral theses, The demand
for more knowledge about tsunamis also
facilitated quantum leaps in the wse of
GPS systems and earthquake
instrumentation. With funding from the
Ministry of Earth Sciences, research
institutes established several new stations

along the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
strengthening seismic observations and
peodetic studies,

In another important step, the tsunami
modelling using mathematical tools
helped researchers determine inundation
limits. In particular, the disaster provided
a stark reminder that nuclear power
plants established along Indian coasts
could be vulnerable to a hitherto
underestimated risk. While the
Kalpakkam nudear power plant
withstood the giant waves, it also shut
down automatically after the rising water
levels tripped the detectors. There was no
release of radioactive material and the
reactor was restarted six days later,

But the 2001 Tohoku earthquake
reminded the world, and India, how
quickly a nuclear disaster can happen in
thie shsence of a failsafe. It was clear the
radiation from the Fukushima facility had
entered the human food chain.
Researchens even found radioactive
caesium in the breast milk of some
women tested near Fukushima prefecture
three months after the disaster, What if
the waves in 2004 had been high enough
to damage the reactors at Kalpakkam?

This question continues to resonate as
the government has been pursuing large
developmental projects in Great Car
Nicobar, including the construction of an
international transshipment terminal,
Some experts have also argued that the
Last great earthquake that affected the

s eastern seaboard. But in the two decades since, their understanding of tsunamis has leapt forward

Excavations at Mahabalipuram, a
port of the Pallava dynasty,
unearthed evidence of a tsunami
of the same vintage. Researchers
also sifted through sedimentary
deposits along coastal areas of
the mainland to find evidence of
other anclent tsunamis

tsunamis. The Makran Coast, cutting
through Iran and Pakistan, could direct a
tsunami’s energy towards India’s west
ooast, which also hosts nuclear reactors
and the city of Mumbai,

A major milestone
Science tells us that stress builds between
tectonic plates until it reaches a eritical
strain, at which point the accumulated
potential energy is released as an
earthquake. Subduction zones like the
Andaman-Sumatra region are becoming
significant as they provide chues o
earthquake generation, The discovery of
slow slips — tectonic falts that move
mariy orders of magnitide shower and
penerally just a bit deeper — has alsa
added a new dimension to this picture.
Of late, researchers have been studying
seismic slips at plate boundaries to
understand the processes that oceur
before and after major earthquakes. They
have elucidated the occurrence of

region before 2004 was a millennium ago,
so there is no imminent danger. But this
guestion hinges on how much we still
don't know. What if an unbroken patch of
the subduction sone between Myanmar
and India gives way? A stillunexamined
portion of the crust between Great
Nicobar and Car Nieobar suddenly
breaking into a powerful earthquake and
a tsunami can't be ruled out.

Experts and policymakers must also
foeus on other problem spots, like the
Makran Coast in the northern Arabian Sea
and the Myanmar coast adjoining the
Northern Indian Ocean. Both of them

The na. 3 nuclear reactor of the Fubuchima Dalichl nuclear power plant buming after the earthouake
and teunami triggered an explasion. Satellite image taken March 14, 2011, DiETAGLORE

P -y aid post-seismic slip
trafsients using laboratory experimerits
and numerical simulations. Some of these
studies have implications for earthguake
prediction: they indicate a creative
process that initially involves stable, slow
rupture growth within a confined zone on
a fault fust before unstable, high-speed
rupture,

One paper published in 2015
{eoatithored by one of the authors of this
artiche) indicated a perceptible dowmaard
ground movement in South Andaman
between 2003 and 2004, before the
earthquake - a silent event with a
moment magnitude of 6.3, This event
could have been the precursor to the
megathrust earthquake, Analyses of
geodetic data on a wider set of global
earthquakes published in Seience also
confirmed short-term precursory faul
slips before large earthquakes.

Afber it happened, the 2004
Andaman-Sumatra earthquake became a
major milestone in modern seismological
research, providing science with a
treastire trove of data to help ghean new
insights about earthquake generation and
related hazards,

(Kusula Rejerdran is a former professor
at the Centre for Earth Sciences, Indian
Institute of Science, Bengalury, CP
Rajendran is an adjinct professor at the
National Institute of Advanced Sciences,
Bengaluru, They are authors of the book
The Rumbling Earth - The Story of Indian
Earthqguiakes. kusalaray@gmail.corm,
cprajendranigmail.oom)

Bacterla, it appears, can breach the blead-brain
barrier and thrive. cRECeT: 154

Scientists find
bacteria living
on fish brains

Arkal Basu

For decades, scientists have believed the
human brain is a sterile fortress,
protected from microbial invaders by the
robust blood-brain barrier. But a new
study, published in Scece Advances,
challenges this assumption by showing
baeteria can't just make their way to the
brain, they can thrive there.

Researchers from the University of
New Mexico, led by biologist Irene
Salinas, made this startling revelation
when studying salmon and trout. Using
DNA extraction and microscopic imaging,
they identified living bacteria in the
fishes® olfactory bulbs and other brain
regions. The results showed the olfactory
hulb, which is directly connected to the
masal cavity, harboured bacteria as did
deeper-lying brain tissue.

"Our findings demonstrate that
microorganisms .. redefine the
boundaries between microbiota and the
healthy vertebrate brain,” the researchers
wrate in their paper.

The presence of bacteria in fish brains
raised several questions. The foremost
was about how they managed o cross the
blood-brain barrier. Salinas & co.
discovered that many of these microbes
possessed unique adaptations that helped
them breach the barrier, Some produced
molecules called polyamines that can
open tight junctions in the barrier Auid;
athers were able to evade immune
responses or outcompete their rivals,
ensuring their survival in the brains
delicate environs.

The group alse explored the origins of
these brain-dwelling microbes, Some
bacteria seemed to have colonised the
brain much before the blood-brain barrier
hisd evolved to its present form. Others
likeely traveldled wp from the gut or the
bloodstream, continuously infiltrating the
brain throughout the fishes® lives, The
researchers said the presence of more
than one pathway suggests the brain's

Many microbes had adaptations
that helped breach the barrier,
Some produced polvamines that
can tight junctions in the
harrier fluid; others evaded
Immune responses, ensuring
survival in the brain's delicate

mierobial community is dynamic, shaped
by hath early eolonisation and ongeing
interaction with other bodily systems,

A particularly striking Anding was the
image of a bacterium caught mid-transit
across the barrier, offering direct visual
evidence. Some researchers have
hypothesised that these microbes might
b engulfed by immune cells while others
hive suggested they could play sctive
roles in physiological processes = just like
the human gut microbiome does in
rm;LlI.danm; digestion, immunity, and

“Microorganisms shape the vertebrate
brain via complex biological processes,
the best characterised being the gut-brain
axis,” to giiote from the paper. "This
bidirectional communication invalves
miolecular mediators released by
microorganisms but not direct microbial
colonisation of the brain. Our findings
uncover remarkable associations between
the salmonid brain and bacteria during
healthy physiological states. Whether this
is a hallmark of other teleosts or a
universal symbiotic relationship found in
all vertebrates remains to be
investigated.” Teleosts refers to a group of
more than 26,000 fish species, making up
the vast majority of all known fish.

Fish are very different from humans
yet the study also opens the door to
rethinking the brain's microbiome in
vertebrates, neluding humans.
can thrive on fish brains
miay do so on human brains as well.

+
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

"THE HASINA FACTOR

She can't be a bargaining chip on diplomatic table, Dhaka needs
todial down; Hasina has home in Delhi, not veto on future ties

NTUESDAY, THE Muhammad i led g nt madeafc
of r:ma:lmun to India, whlch has hosted Sheikh Hasina, the former prime
1 by astudent-led uprising Delhi

has so far declined to comment on the matter and Dhaka has reportedhy af-
Frmcdtllat|rW|]Ilullcmupnnnsmqul:srTh:mur........ it

C Hasina.

Indiato
the letter of the treaty. Thl:n:lsno:lnubrtl\at Bangladesh's standing as a democracy has

of Hasina" i 1ys and the country is in urgent need of po-
litical reform. However, tharmdcavulrcanmtbc reduced to the persecution of one per-
son. Mr:anlru;iu] changes require a representative government. Yunus leads an interim
i tudent leaders, academics, NGO and civil society activists. It does not
have the imprimatur of the country's i

represent Bangladesh’

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2024
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WORDLY WISE
LET US REMEMBER: ONE BOOK, ONE PEN, ONE CHILD,
AND ONE TEACHER CAN CHANGE THE WORLD.
— MALALA YOUSAFZAL

owledge as a shield

Twenty years after the Indian Ocean tsunami
ravaged many countries, India is more disaster-ready

SYED ATA HASNAIN

TWENTY YEARS AGO, on December 26,
2004, people rushed to their dictionaries.
Google Search was not yet sufficiently pop-
ular. no one wanted to express ignorance of
the word “tsunami”. As the oceans erupted
witha 31 magnitude earthquake below the
seabed off the coastline of Indonesia, more
than 2,30,000 people lost their lives as a re-
sult of the wall of water that travelled to the
Acch area of Indonesia, to the resorts along.
the Thailand coast, the Andaman and
Nlmhali}\&N}]slands and then the Indian
and 5ri Lank The tion of
lives and livelihoods was enormous. The lack:
of any waming system o proper education
about tsunamis was evident as people were
caught by surprise when the high waves
flooded cnasdlm:s around the Indian Ocean
basin, theworst natural dis-

litical spectrum. The demand for Hasina®
cent :Il:mum:mg of her father Sheilkch Mujibur Ra]lman and the interim government's
imish th Amamlhq,u.. s politics.

[t wou Nt ifindi vd by Dhaka'sex-
cessive foous on Hasina. The former prime minister had played animportant robe in tak-
ing the political and economic t the twio countries to a new high. Her ouster
seems i have been lo]luwed by a concerted pushback against several of Hasing's initia-
tives, including jetti ject that 1a transit point in
providing internet services to India’s northeast. Marratives that undermine India’s role
in Bangladesh's Il'bmnun mavement have lcpum:d]y ained ourrency in post-| Haﬂna

insecurity ities. The focus of Delhi's di
initiative should be to impress on Dhaka the arc of India-Bangladesh tes, pre and post-
1971, the shared economic and cultural bonds between the people of the two countries,
and their common concern in ensuring stability in the Subcontinent. The imperative
should be to under of the two countries who
share a more than 4,000 km-| Inngbm'r.‘.er mndcologlcsorpcmhms

That's why Delhi

i fact, seems of a piece

the ties are meant to serve

astersin recent memary.
Twenty years later, to pay homage to those
who lost their lives and others who suffered

o privation:
AZN Islands at the invitation of the
Headquarters Andaman and Nicobar
Command {HQ ANC]. the only joint Services
Command of the Indian Armed Forces. H)
ANC observed the tragedy of the teunami in
what | considered the most appropriate way
— conducting a knowledge exchange event
over two days. It optimally combined three
aspects: First. it devoted almost half the event:
to the exchange of technical knowledge on
disastermanagement and the status of disas-
ter warning systems as related to tsunamis
and other potential disasters for a general
basild-up of knmwledge. Second, it called ina

whileit historical

connectionswith her party and family, and the former Bangladesh PM has ahomeinIndia,
the ties between the two countries cannot be hostage to her personal grievances and as-
pirations. As it navigates the diplomatic complexities with a post-Hasina Bangladesh,
Delhi's message to her, and those who have herin hi
India's stakes in its casrrm nmghhuulgu[a:hrynnd one person or one political party.
Dhaka, too, mast ies politics-

2l u

ELIMINATE, DEMOTIVATE

Scrapping of no-detention policy undermines Right To
Education, goes against vision of NEP 2020

HEWORDS, ELIMINATION and
especially in India, where examinations are primarily elimination tests. The
Rightto E:Iul:atlam'\CL ZDDE underined a :Ilﬂcn:nt appmach Itscraped out
the Itcame
outwith the Mo Detention Policy (NDF) for students up mtlass\ﬂli Tharwas innovative
inacountry ooess is often measured in SCOMeS.

Adter 15 years, much of the radical approach has been diluted. From the next academic
year, Class W and Class VI students in government schools will be held back or elimi-
nated according to their performance. The move is an extension of the amendment in-
troduced by the Centre to the RTE in 2019, when it left the issue of detention to the dis-
cretion of state governments. NDP was premised on the theory that detention led to
sl pouts. The RTE whenthe rate for Classes
[0 VIl was 42.5 per cent. Notably, for the SCs and 5Ts, the percentage was much higher
— 51.2 and 56.8, respectively. [n 2024, as the central government anmuls the NDP, the
dropout rate has already come down to 126 per cent, according to the latest data from
UDISE. If the decreasing dropout rate stands in favour n[ NDP a 2023 report by ASER,

ination, are alr ined,

‘which showed that only a fourth of the enrolled st 14to 18 can
Auently read a Class II-level text, uuurhcsinrmcwntrary
Howvever, the RTE was not all abouwt NDP It ioned that whofailed

to pass the exams would be given “special care™ by teachers tm achieve the required level
of learning. But do the teachers have enough infrastructure to take “special care™? The
o fers inprimar ondary schools rarely have time toeven look into

who escaped its ravages. Third, it devoted
sor
aspects of the security environment in the.
Indian Ocean Region. Service officers from 10
Indian Ocean Region (10R) countries also at-
tended the event. They, too, received an all-
round education.on humanitarian assistance:
and disaster response (HADR) operations
along with strategic security.

The emotions flowed as Meghana
Rajashelhar, daughter of a late Air Force offi-

The tsunami struck the
ABN Islands within 20
minutes of the undersea
carthquake and travelled
1,200 km to Chennai and Sri
Lanka in just two hours, An
carly warning (EW) system
could have warned the
Indian and Sti Lankan
coastlines of the approaching
waves. At that time, India's
seistnic monitoring network
was limited, and the country
relied heavily on
international seismic data.
This led to a delay in
detecting the earthquake and
issuing a tsunami warning,

cer, spoke of her harrowing experience as a
12-year-old who lost both her parents in Car
Nicobar Island on that fateful moming. She
was carried into the sea by the giant wa\vts
ant remain afloat
bris for two days hcfm!:'bcmgswr:ptunwan
island fromwhere she was finally rescued as
atraumatised child.

The tsunami struck the ABN klands within

mation to 26 countries as part of the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commi-
ssion of UNESCO {I0C-UNESCD) framework,

Odisha has made significant progress in
preparing its coastal villages for tsunami
threats. Currently, 24 coastal villages in
Odisha have been recognised as “tsunami
ready”. The latterimplies a certain threshold
in pr!:parrdm:ss to include response and

20 minutes of the undersea earthquake and — evac mock exercises, and com-
navdlcdlmhnmclmmlandsmankam ity W mlsqqu,l. indicatin,
B Odishais:

Just twohours. Anearly | system
could have warned the Indian and Sri Lankan
mastllm:s of the approaching waves. At that

network was
Ilmlmd and tlv: country relied hca\ﬂlyI on m—

icdata, Thisk

tending this to all coastal villages.

The NDMA's intent is similar and goes
along with the mantra spelt out in the Prime
M]nlshcfsTl:n Point Agendaon DRR. In iLEW

detecting the earthquake and issuing a
tsUnami warning.

Although the Indian Mational Centre for
Ocean Information Services (INCDIS)
Hyderabad had a tsunami detection system
in place, it was not designed to detect
tsunamis triggered by distant earthquakes.
The system refied on seismic data and could
nok detect tsunami waves in real time.

Along with the communication gaps,
there were knowledge and information
gaps aswell, Little was known about how a
tsunami manifests along a coastline. It is
this failure of detection and of EW that led
to the finalisation of the ongeing process
that had commenced during NDA-1 after
the super cyclone Paradip and reinforced
by the Bhuj carthoguake.

The Disaster Management Act of India
was finally enacted a yv:aral'tmhc tsunami.

form part now that

nation systemn is maturing with the Common

Alerting Protocol (CAP). Information received

from [TEWC can be appropriately drafted into
& it e R S

millions of mobile phones whose numbers
are captured through a polygon drawn on a
GIS map This nmmrman effective predic-
mapping, whichtoo
isa part of the Ten Point Agenda. Indue course,
an'lmt‘mr:nﬂhmadcags_&,mm willbe ﬁddl:\‘.l
with far greater reliability
ery of messages. This \mllgo well beyond
tsunamis and cyclones, to include hazards
such as lightning and Glacial Lake Outburst
Flood (GLOF), of the type thataffected Sikdam
in October 2023,

All of the abowve and more, related to the
current and future state of DRR in India, were
highlighted during the technical sessions of
the HQ ANC event, titled Dweep Diksha

The government
Teunami Early Warning Centre { [TEWC) at
(INCDI5), Hyderabad and it has been opera-

1ed the Indian I'Ilalrmm.. ThatDRR
isrssng ware of-
rmtg,'[msarmrdfomcslsamnfﬂwmst

s since the di

ticnal since October 2007 1t cor
time seismic monitoring and sea-level net-
waork. Thl: ITEW(C is capable of dL“tﬂ:l‘mg
ic earthouak e in the
Indian Ocean as well as mglohal ooeans
within 10 minutes of their oocurrence and

i i sories tothec
thorities. The Indian system provides
tsunami-related and sea surge-based infor-

For this, both the political and military lead-
ership need to be credited. The Mational
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is
supporting this knowledge quest in earnest
for a disaster-resilient India.

Thewriter isa memberof the Netional
Disaster Management Authority

FOR FREEDOM AND BEYOND

CPlwas critical to Independence, helped shape new nation’s values

_D Raja

THE CFI'S HISTORY in the last 100 yearsisa

saga of struggle and sacrifice for our country.
The CPI's foundation day, December 26, 1925,
is etched in the history of India. India's

Constitution s intertwined with diverse ide
ological movernents, among which the
Communist mowement played a significant
robe. There were concerted efforts to form an
i o e o

of workers, peasants, women and other mar-
ginalised sections from the late 19205, Even
before the Kanpur Conference (1925, the
British were intolerant of Communist ideol-
ogy. However, hardships like the Kanpllr.

the students’ basic needs. According to the reports of the Ministry of| the gov-
ernment schools, both at the |:u'|maryand L'Irn'lcn.tary levels, are grappling with a short-
ageofd.4lakhteacher inthe just-concluded
‘Winter Session, Minister of State in the Mindstry of Education, Jayant Chowdhaury, cited a
fiews reasons for dropout, including students” lack of interest and their inability to “cope up
‘with studies”, Will detention not aggravate the problem? Itis bound to affect the interest
Dfr]n:smdmrs masthy of those who belong to marginalised communities. The i |mag|na—
tion of i
Policy (NEF), doesn't gowith the narrative of

inthe Rajya

ation and universal access, as progs y the National

ion.

THERE’S NO PARTY TONIGHT

Whetherit's a trip out of town or just sitting at home,
everyone should have their own version of a holiday

OR MOST GROWN-UPS — or at least the adults who are supposed to pretend

they ane — the "holiday season” is a bitof a fraud. Homes, parents, children and

bills, and not least the looming spectre of the drudgery of work that will re-

sume in the new year — it's difficult to completely switch off. To top it all is the

slew of expectations and the unavoidable social obligations that mark the calendar as

thtycarrends. Motime to put the feet up, catchup on the book, or binge-watch the show

Peshawar conspirac 1
asCommunists upheld people’s causes.
Early Communists focused on the plight
of workers, peasants, and the oppressed
classes, condemning British colonial rule as
an exploitative force. At the same time, they
targeted the oppressive social structures of
caste and patriarchy. In the Kanpur
Conference, the Chair, M Singaravelu, con-
:Icmncd the practice DF unmul:hahlllry The

bn's}np tomembers of any communal
isation. One of the central contributions of
Ci It e
was their early, steadfast demand for Foorna
Swaraj. Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru
and Subhas Chandra Bose adopted this de-
mand later. Communists demanded the for-
mationof a Constituent Assembly that would
represent the will of the people. They argued
that any new political order should be based
on the sovereignty of the people, reflected

Communists took an
UNCOMpromising stance
against both colonial rule
and the communal
tendencies of the RSS. They
recognised that impc

laterinthe Preamible’s i of "W, the: G ists took an

]’mp]codlndla stance againstboth colonial rule and the com-
an be seeniinthe iesaf the RSS. They recognised

Consti Assembly o over land e~ thati; ism was not the only challenge:

forms, workers' rights, and the protection of
backwartd classes The Telangana Rebellion,a
major peasant uprising in the Nizam's
Hyderabad state, exemplified the CPFs com-
mitment to land reforms and social justice.
Communists took the lead in mobilising)

ple through organisations like the All India
Trade Union Congress, All India Kisan Sabha,
AllIndia Students’ FﬂiemurLﬂu‘H’nyEm
Writers' Association, etc. These

facing India; the strugghe for justice, equality,
and social liberation was just as critical.

As the CPlobserves its centenary, the on-
gning attack on the values enshrined in the
Constitution by the RSS is a matter of deep
CONCETT, 'I'J\cRSSand]IsaHihan:s mnsxﬂn\dy
called for a i
Hindu Rashtra, which B Rﬂmhcdlurcalk‘d a
aal.amlr_',I lurr.h: nation. Efforts to alter or di-

mmmmomplcdwﬂlthrfﬁ'sﬂeulup—
cal commitment to iberty, equality, fraternity,
and justice helped reshape the post-
Independence political discourse. The expe-
rience of popular uprisings and workers” re-
sistance underscored the need for a

Dalits,
backwand classes, and minorities aswell asat-
tempts o n:wmc history, )I.‘dl:‘hnL‘ Indian na-
tionhood i
ues, reflect the RSS's broader agenda.
In respanse tothese attacks, abroad-based
mslsrancrmtrnmn hasemerged, withvar-

1al val-

would cial and

mdudmgtummulu!s. playing
a

ECONOIMIC T itical froedoms.
The RSS, absofounded in 1925, played adu-
bamlsrnl:dum\gh\dlasmdmnsrrumc It

amlei wvalues.
The Communists are amongst those at the:
Iun:'hum_ﬂr Left has been particulary vocal

dan and at times,  inc uuCdeI:‘thL‘OmlStlm
openly wgele It tional protection: i the need for
i foc woting a vision ma]a:ﬂcommmlcjustu a nation still

of Hi andl, unlike the Congress: 1L

and the Communist Party, did not participate:
in the anti-colonial movernent. Infact, its ide-
ofthe

was not the only cl
facing India; the s:rumlL for
justice, equality, and social

liberation was just as critical.

battle remains criticalin prrscmr\gdu‘d:m—
ocratic fabric of India against the forces of com-
munal fascism and crony capitalism. This is
o task — to protect and expand the legacy
ada hun:lmd years and to play a glorious role

fora new India: Classless, casteless:

identity and fiound a friend in British colonial-
st still advocates adivide-and-rule policy.

alisin Eritish colonial state, as they shared a com-
1 for r inclusive vision
ofani India. Instead, the RSS fo-

oused one ichatit joritari and socialist.

The writer is genenml secretary, O°F

‘s, eager to just relas, forced to socialise, maywcll ask: Wlut hnllday?
Forthe extroverts and the party lovers, no
food, moving to decent music and loudly arguing W'th friends and family — for many,
that'sa recharge in itself. s the fact that excess and ir an have their
merits, To paraphrase Emest Hemingway, for those who find life a mechanical oppres-
=ion, acouple of glasses of wine [or more i mechanical relief. But.
have comtended in rare moments of vociferous protest, wiy should they be pressured
into socialising and hedonism? The answer is simple.
Forget the Instagrarm
Those wiho need to should ignore the requests to party, to catch up, to eat, drink and be
merry. They should cur upmmabmls.gn Im:namwrwdowmrmcymdm
recharge, ween the constant grind.
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year” is a greeting that is now pro farmu, said casually
without thought toits meaning. So, whether it's a party, a trip out of town or just sitting at
home — it'simportant that everyone has their very own version of a great holiday.

wking per-

Whats/

DECEMBER 26, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

REPOLL IN FOUR STATES

REPOLLING WILL BE hedd in G2 pullmg sta-

peaceful end. In the second round of polling,
voters in 117 constituencies spread over six.
states and two Union territories will elect

tions in 15 ies in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, \M:st Bengal, and
Haryana on December 27, the Election
Commission announced. The secretary tothe:
Election Commission R PBhalla, said that the
repoll, in parts of four states, has been or-
dered following receipt of complaints of
booth-capturing.

CAMPAIGNING ENDS

THETHREE-WEEK camypaign For the second
phase of the Lok Sabha election came to a

epaperindianexpressicom BEEE B

their ives on Decemnber 27. Three:
constituencies — two in Meghalaya and one:
in Magaland — will go to the polls at the end
of the week, comipleting the election process:
fior the eighth Lok Sabha,

INDIAN OIL TANKER HIT

THEINDIAN OIL tanker was carrying 2)00.000
tonnesof oil from the Saudi port of Ras Tanura
totheVadinar portin Gujarat when itwas hit
Ty Iranian planes about 110 km off Qatar. In
the area, called the Shah Alam Shoals, the

||

Iranians have hit about adomen ships. The su-
per-tanker Kanchenjunga belonged to the:
Shipping Corporation of India{ SCT1).

KapiL DEV RETURNS

KAPIL DEV will be reinstated in the Indian
team for the third Test starting at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata, on December 31 The deci-
siomwill be made known when the selection
commitiee meetsin Kolkata on December 28.
Kapil Dev, who had flown to Magpur, ex-
plained to N KP Sabve, president of the Board,
that he had neither deliberately thrown away
his wicket noracted ina manner detrimental
to the interests of the team.
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The Valley of innovation

School students from J&I have taken the lead in framing solutions to a range
of problems that affect the daily lives of people

-l
CHINTAN VAISIINAV AND
SUMAN PANDIT

WWHAT WIOULD YOUR reaction be if you found
out that this year, young innovatoes from the
Unien Territory of Jammu & Kashmir are keack
img one of Incia’s langest and most represen-
tative innovation contests for schools, the Atal
Tinkering Marathon, by a significant margin,
By several indicators, J&K schools are exhibit-
imgereativity that is edf the charts.

Lastyear, 1627 student teams from the LT
participated in the Marathan, which attracted

projects, i for

around 10 per cent of the total participation
across the country,

These numbers cannntbcdncmd asa

i in the Atal

Tinkering Mamlmnlsapcn o all schooks of

from the that can be
used asan inclined plane L and combined them
with about ale

Inchia, What fr chaol """'|1Mlo!¥‘JL|'|'

natienal average acr08s states andl.l'l'a '-m
3,18 per cent. In J&K :hnmbwrwaanas—
rounding 36 per cent — 10t

mawhastheamhleﬂwmpmmr{andlm

dlistance to the village downstream and fed it

all tor a mobile application that caloulated the
2 Mk Aol

average, The runner-up, Karnataka — the
number one state on ﬁm Aayog's India
Innevation Index —was at 16 per cent,
JRK hasn't just participated in large num-
biers, it absa produced guality, With 20 eams
[ the

* atice howbeautifulthis probilem ] One

poe g Yy P
the inclined plane, One can explore physics
amd chemistry by understancling the forma-
tion of snow, Its structure, its behaviour

featuring in Ihc Tap 5001

ships atvannmauumatlnnslj&l(‘swhnlng
rate ks higher than the national average. I
India's 35 statesUTs were to equally con-
tribiste tothe top 500

arour i point, and soon, One can
explore meteorology by simulating the
amount, rate and length of asnowlall, One can
explare how water basins waork by under-
standing the water flows, Ancl, all of this is in

have contributed 14 winners,

Arguably, the most exciting dimension of
this rise 5 in the prablems students are chons-
I o aclebress, Often, these are [ocal, critical to
the lives or livelhoods in the uun and yet
unknown toor inconsequential bor the rest of
the nation,

Forinstance, a team from Government
Higher Secondary School (GHSS) Fatehgarh,
Baramulla has picked the problem of silent
deaths during winter months, resubting from
inhaling the carben monadde (C0) emissions
from waoad or coal-fired hcarths.mcyhm
built ultl

bevels of COamed opening a motorised window

r'm:ulll.u\dwdl\m:repmgrmiru
o e

strates the dirferem'needsd,]mnu VETSUS
Kashmir, students from Air Force School

Jamimiu have devieloped Bl Jal Nisdharak, an
o detection
helps wnities -

cate and assess groundwater sources, Using
the Wenner and Schlumberger Army meth-
ods with electrodes to measure soil resistiv-
iy, along with sensors for sodl moksture and
pHL the systern provides vital data on soll and
water conditions. It Is complemented by an
appthat provides the results inlocal Linguages
ke Dogri.

feor the gas 1o escape, thus saving bives, Ome final example: o the Baramulla dis-
Wi maust appreciate such innovations in lncl IhmaludcmmﬁHSSltmnmm
[ First, ™ not rkets for apple
knewn to the rest of our natien because in larmﬂs.'l'lwhmdewlnpcda cost-effec-

most other regions people don't have to en-
dure low temperatures like In Kashmlr

tive Apple Grader that cleans and sorts ap-
plea enabling local l.u'mmw market their

What is transforming this
land renowned for its
picturesgue landseapes and
vibrant culture into a hub of
inmovation and ereativity? It
is the effores of the
governments, schools and

Second, while such problems are ypers
their solutions ean have global .lppllcatlunl.

ms here s that their wnrl died reet enel with

inanapart-
ment complex in Kuwait that claimed chose
0 200 lives dhue o Inhalation of smoke,
A ey o

(GHSS Amirakaclal, Srinagas, ooked at the prob-
lemn of flash floods caused by the meltlru of

a prototype design| Upen building a desk-
top prototype, they went in searchof a local
“garage” that would help them bulld a real-
life product. In pockets of the world like
Silican Valley, where startup ecosystems
have thrived over decades, isn't it this inter-

snow on the arrives,
‘lhcydmdiunmumlhnlumlnn by tak-
ing a square piece of cardboard, a chfm in

I'schools, labs, garages, and fic-
tories that has made it possible for nascent
ideas to becarne glalnl startups like Cisco,

i ¥ org ions, In
recent years, J6K has
undertaken ambitious
initiatives to revolutionise
the education sector,
providing quality schooling
closer to students’ homes,
and focusing on skill-based
ccucation and hands-on

mounting - Google.on thisisbe- , e ]
Tesent 5 cinzaniieol: Immwmpﬂ,ﬂ Inlndla‘s\c'allcym learning, At the forefront of
around the pole to smulate the snew, and af- Wihat 1 this ed this end is the Atal
fixing infrared sensors on top of the pole o and vilx | Tinkering Labs (ATL)

llv.-anure the height of the cotion pile (acou-
mukation ), They then took Irv:pammemmp

qulmahuhoflnnavmand creativity? It
s the efforts of the govemments, schools and

wli-
Imi[mmlmmonmhwwmmallm

communi
In mnlwm J8K has undertaken ambi-

initiative of the Atal
Innovation Mission (ATM)
under NITT Aayog,

CR sastkumar

Hous Initlath b b e aeatd
sector, providing quality schooling closer to
students' homes, and focusing on skill-based
education and hands-on learming. At the fare-
front of this endeavour s the Atal Tinkering
Labs [ATL) initiative of the Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM) undler NIT| Aayog,

ATLs are maker spaces in schools where
young minds can bring their ideas to life
through hands-on, do-t-yoursell projects, de-
sign thinking, rapid prototyping. and entre-
prencurshipskills, n &K, 127 ATLs have been

The LIT has also b the first

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Though the KP government has |

louta

‘roadmap’ to bring peace to Kurram diserice, the barharic nmnh»n#mn en on
Monday underscores the fact that implementing these measures will require the

stare’s full commitment,”

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

Why MSP
matters

Guaranteeing it is not only essential to prevent
farmer distress but also to conserve water, protect
public health,and preserve national wealth

JAGIT SINGH DALLEWAL

oll and pulses, as India spends nearly Rs 2
lakh erore annually on these imports,
Punjab, on the other hand, is capable of
producing not just oilseeds and pulses but
awide variety ef erops that ean make the
country sell-sufficient. This has already
been proven as Punjab's farmers have
helped the counw overcome food short-
MS5P

rwmlr|\-1:=|lami \Mﬂ!ly. it could
cnluﬂ.‘ a Imm life lnr farmers and con-

FIRST, ITIS what
MSP Is and when and why it was intro-

Apal

mmthl:. some ecanomists and

duced. The term MSP.

als suggest that the amount

Suppont Price. Thy
bt M5Pbecause” rnnlrnum meansthe
lowest possible, "suppert” means assis-
tance, and "price” refers to the price that is
meant to provide minimal support, This
scheme started about 60 years ago when
the country was unable to feed its growing
population as a safety net for farmers, ts
promise was that If their erops didn'e sell
in the market, the govemment would buy
them at least at this minimum price.
Henwever, atthat time, the costs of produc-

Lo niee MSP lor crops would
onoll and pulses imports. Experts have
even stated that MSP can be guaranteed
for crops with just Rs 200000 1o Rs 50,000
crore. This amount would be a small price
to pay compared to the benefits of
ensuring a stable agricultural system and
reducing the country’s dependency on
foreign goods.

Furthermore, guaranteeing MSP will
help address the growing concerns about

tion for the farmers were not factored in,— health hazards. Rewllaunmth.u palm
lmmd :m wernrm:nl pulhl:d forin-  ail, I many I
F by prewid- s d using

in lru.- i baldles, and chemi-  whichcan bead ihealth | There

cals. Thiscreated asi where frmers, ing MSP would notanlypw.'cl

wh the

before, lmamedepmdcnlanlt Traders  public health and the country's wealth,
The rrment continues 1o claim

ook .uivanlanwflhns and tM farmers
o, Sl oy, the

ATlsin

andd UTs
partnershipwith NITI Aayog,
T i Missi

1l
tion with the State Exucation Department, has

uic-
tion increasec), but the MSP remained far
ehinel This could be one of the reasons for
the rise in farmer suicides, A recent report
by a Supreme Court mmmlllu revealed
theat 4,00,00

that it is providing MSP to farmers, but in
states |ike Bihar and Uttar Praclesh, despite
the M for paddy being set at Rs 2,325 per
quintal, Grmers are forced to sell it at prices
as bowy as Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,400 per quintal.

evate the performance of ATLsin [&E ABM has
organised training sessions for school teach-
ers and district officials across the UT, with
support fromvarious partners, Given the dil-
ficult tervain, JK is the Arst state where labs of
srmallier size have been alloved, Moreover, this
s the first region where up to three schools

cile In the Lst three decades. However, iF
we look beyond the records, the numberis
closer to 700,000,

Now, let's consider the argument by
some that farmers in Punjab do not need
MESP The intellectual class and the Punjab

ibonst the de-

Similarly, in Raj the g
plamacapon hnwnmhpaddylalnuﬂ‘!l
above the MSF, forcing farmers to sell the
remaining crop at much lower prices.
This is not just a problem in Rajasthan;
similar issues exist in Haryana, M.uih?':
.mdmhet states, lhcpon:(mmt

o \blish one ATL 1

Pl L .
These measures have created a more cus-

this region.

At the community level, too, effective
measures have been taken, J&K is one of the
first regions where labs are organised inclus-
ters af 10-30, called ATL Sarthi, These are de-
signed to enable peer-to-peer leaming and
maonitoring of these kabs, The ATL Sarthi ini-

pleting ground bt no conerele so-
Tutions have been offered, It is even cited
that it takes 3,000 to 3,500 litres of water to
produce just one kilogram of rice. This in-
; ; chthat

people are fed up, Some claim that the
groundwater will only last for another 15
to 20 years for drinking purposes,
Therefore, farmer unions have started de-
manding a suamnmd MSP law for 23

u\dDN.‘WMnIiOBCD]hM showm that
by offering farmers Market Price Support
(MPS) that Is lower than the required rate,
the government has effectively caused a
loss of nearly Rs GO lakh crore 1o farmers,

This sitwation is a majer cause of farmer
suicides, The OECD report reveals that in
2023 alone, the country lost Rs 14,72 lakh
crere due tes the Jow rates offered o Grm-
ersunder MSFR This ongoing financial loss

crops, hoping it will lead
With

o

has led to Ioeing heavily indebted,

tiative has been launched |
with the State Council of Eclucational Research
e Training-|Rek and JKBOSE.

Mdlllonally. organisations engaged in
ecosystem building such as P Jam, and the

of er

MSI‘Fat lhm derops, (an'nerl In Punjab
and Haryana will be encouraged to grow
crops that provide better profits than
wiheat and pacldy. This will not endy address

The fact rem the
hind the rising debt among farmers is the
Failure to offer them a fair MSE, It is essen-
tial for the government (o guarantee MSP
for crops in eeder to prevent fusther harm

Mational Institute of Techn ology Srinagar have the groundwater issue butalsooffera per- o the a:rlcullural sector and reduce the
organisec mmanent sol problem, B '3 farmers.

ther. For example, in November 20213, In addition to the MSF‘ L, [ 5P law is not
Pragaash, an ATL Innovation Showcase and mmlucmpdmslﬂmm will slnnli- only nmnry rapuwrlfarmeraulm
Ecosystem Streruthemru Conclave, united icantly reduce P in he impact of

Valley.
Mla!]&l{hual\ownusmhu 1Fwe were

g it by GO per
cent. This will allmiarchcaperelmrlcity

o mnmw water, protect public healll\
and preserve national wealth, The

mpamdmbuldlnmvummuwmm (ar heusehold in Punjab. g 1t must take urgent action in
duchve to their context, then have both i it will help save g this regard.

the hunger and capability to lead the nation, terwhich iscrucial for everyone, including
This, then, isour approach for building similar farmers, workers, officials, and citizens,  The writer is coordinator of Samyuke Kisan
eeosysterns across the remote, hilly, tribal re- Moreover, the country will save its foreign paitical), He i harmig
gions of cur nation for their future innovators exchange by reducing the need to imp ik Jor MSP

Theewriters wark at Aral M

NI Aayag, Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The paradox of politics

Bureaucratisation of welfare initiatives blunts politics of representation

A TIMELESS ICON

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The colour
yellow' (IE, Decemnber 24), Kolkata's
beloved yellow Ambassador cabs, an
iconic part of the city's landscape for
decades, are slowly fading away. For

RucHt Guera

WEHAVETOO
Poli

itic
meating our daily interactions, discussions,
culiure and entertainment, Multiple times a
dlay, we are pulled, willingly or wwillingly,
Into polivical affillations, often when they are
Irrebevant, Yet paradosdcally, in actual gover-
nange — where political keadership is crucal
to coalesee and exercise power in serviee of
desired outcomes — politics is notably absent.
‘What we encounter instead is a landscape

AN INDELIBLE MARK

“THIS REFERS TC) the article, “The Shyam
brabas | knewy' (1E, Decemiber 25), Shyam
Benegal epitomised the values of New
Wiawe cinema and broke many bound-
aries, He passes inthe year the firstof his
palh ~breaking flms, Ankur, completes

by
The first phenomencn — the lyper-visi-
hility of politics — is actually a politics of de-
paliticisation, Political engagement has be-

tralised governance, lldellruru Jocal polnul

demandn Hewwever, we have aymm.mcally
f their largee

tion in procecural minutiae, In a democratic

W e
uist & rmeans of trarsport. rs, Unlilee some of his contemgs-
mrwmndqump\?‘fhmww rarﬁ whose careers took a backseat
that the obd Ambassadors don't meet  when the pmllelcmema moverment
I loned chaimed to reduce polit- — transfers The route to fixingyouth unemploy- — racy, but it s particularly p il af s lost steam, Sh
m\- Ical discretion and corruption. However, itsev- — ment s cash transfer, asarewomenempow-  India's extraordinary size, dwmlly andeomm- away to honour their legacy, Why not — push the envelope. He found a pan-
ered the accountability link between clected — erment, making farming remunerative and — plexity. In Indiia, informal power sources rival reimagine the yellow taxd? A new,sleek Indian audience and international dis-
representatives and thelr constituents, addelressing inequality, fu'mallmnmtlnn:.mdthe state is only par- fleet, still painted in that iconic yellow,  tributors, Hlstmndnmmrlhutlons
The right: ik I Elected wes are meant to be k- il i i s tothe art foem,
convert schemes into rights, but democratic — critical mrerpmer: rJlmmn'lul'llul needs, scapee) T Nirat Daga, Hawriah  voking storytelling and uarnnutnwm
were Their f the kocal is supposed  their personal integrity — have remained tosocial issues, leave an indelible mark,
not politically, The Right to Food, Rlshlro bnfudlnbnthnl.ue and national discourse  highly accessible, d\enacmruascruclal ar- CHOOSING A PATH Sankar Paul, Nadia
Education, and MGNREGA are ( on palicy and .... I para-  bitersh b
achievements, yet their archi-  digm. Theel fveis thusacon- The impulse powver is THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Arrest the R JIVE
murvw:ludcd the elected repreacnwiw duitinthe I diabectic, and il fund ( Yet the decay’ (IE, Decembser 24), PM Fadnavis, THE DIVISIVE WAY
iticised the m, elo- .laper.\‘allhelrmlell where  approach Zx i his second term, has many lssues to THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Leave the
manslMym meant understand i and enhance resolve as the Mahaywti coalition gov- tldlmilimmzilmm
The rise of technology has (utlhercen- ll\elr collective power and articulate shared  political judgment instead of shackling discre- f i ciroular i mment,

glonal political satraps wha would like

come disconnected from actual power  agencies. The first wane political aceousrntabiility would not tosteer the boat of power in theirdiree- — strict admission procedures to prevent
Imstead | nance by remaoving local political discretion — political role, wduwthemwmasmedu— lwm n:moviru discretion but m cul- s, This Mahayuti government would — Hlegal Bangladeshi migrants’ enmallment,
pﬂfatmm .mdsunalllnu Thls perfarnw- imy o melitecl tors of individ petlllnn:. mwlnlng dlis- ke all possible efforts tomake s adisturbing trend that undenmines the
clesandi inghy popuilar crete requests fior ration, police i derstancling and & Mumbai regain itstitle ol “economiccap-  fabric of our education system. Instead
tlan but Lacks political agency = the ability to cmfnmed sa :.."".. downp designed  and othersp i Eydn- This approach may not be mmd for ef- ital ofindia.” bothin spiritand substance.  of addressing the issue of illegal immi-
meaningfully hamess or redistribute power, l ' mantling their discretionary power, we have  ficiency. However, the lifeblood of democ- One way of deing this could be imple- ion through | policy
True politics s not about performative  ing political g the ly climin stature racy is not efficiency but representation, If menting the Dharavi redevelopment  response, the AAP government is opting
conflict but about deliberation, compromise, upacl!ydcrtl:cmla mahlhse el c d s thus lising power but have made wee care about democmy. we st restore project which will empower less fortu- luullwksl‘r: dwlllvesalutmﬁll -
and collective problem-solving. Yet, in India, Iacdpoltltd accountability inelevan oleof political fon= nate communities. This could decide he party's
politics hasb wrmnce transformed lnbna The mde werep-  not asa mchmrrnlclnlcnudwy for top- which way the Mahayuti k miled” but also rak
From gr hirough WS, W linged- down imperatives but as a dynamic would like to tread to achieve national tions about its commitment to uphald-
The first wan and  ucation, wellm employment and all man- Irallllupu\m ungler the :ul»alemclency conduit for the dialectic of andl attract mew  ing the rights of all individuals, regard-
NGOisation, We took critical areas of statere- — ner of service delivery, even infrastructure, wihile removing the messy local political ne-  democratic imagination, anl bigger investments in Maharastra, less of thedr background ornationality.
sponsibility forwellare and systematically ex- ‘Whaere the Issue is too complex for cen-  gotiations that budld demacratic resilience, Devendra Awasthl, Licknow Arpita Bora, Asam
cluded political functionaries by converting  tralised, bop-towm delivery, state responsibil- The hollewing out of pelitics from gover-  The writer is the executive director; The Fulure

therm inbo bureaucratic schemes. This well-

Ities are now being replaced by direct cash

nance would be problematic in any democ-

demanding that schools implement

Indian ¥
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NEW IN
THENEW YEAR

Key questions of religion, society, law

The year 2024 saw a significant departure from alleged ‘judicial evasion’. In 2025, the Supreme Court, under three Chief Justices of India, will take
up several important issues, impacting the personal lives and religious beliefs of citizens, as well as their relationship with the state and laws.
Some very consequential new legislation are in the pipeline, even as multiple existing laws face challenges in court

APURVA VISHWANATH

LOOKING AT

2025

POLITICAL BATTLES outside the courtroom
often defined the legal landscape in 2024,

Over the last few years, the Supreme
Court has been criticised for “judicial eva-
=ion” and giving the executive the benefit of
doubt in key cases. Legal experts say this has
been the court's record whenever there is a
government with a strong majority at the
Centre, except when the independence of
the judiciary itself is threatened.

However, 2024 saw a quiet but significant
departure from this apparent trend.

The Suprere Court gave verdicts and mace

ions in several politically

cases: it struck down the electoral bonds
schi onstitutional; barred trial courts
from taking up mandir-masjid cases: isseed
guj:ll:lincs to curhillegal bulldozer :Il:muli-

vast powers to.amest; and reversed ﬂ‘ll:‘G\l)aﬁl‘
government's remission to convicts lI'| the
Bills B, case. Someaf

ventions were long overdue.

As partof efforts to prioritise long-pend-
ing issues, Constitution Benches took up
cases such as those of Aligarh Muslim
University's ‘minority institution” status, and
the policy on taxing industrial alcohol.

Thiseffort, madein panmaddmssdsc JI.I-

places of worshipexcept the{then) disputed
structure in Ayodhya as they stood at the

dicial evasion” criticism,
the 45-day tenure of former Chief Justice of
India [CJ) LU Lalitin 2022, 1t was carried for-
ward by former Ol DY Chandrachud whore-
tired im Movember after two years as India's
top judge.

‘Within a month of assuming charge, CJI
Sanjiv Khanna ook up the mandir-masjid

dawnof] ' is pending before the
court, disputes over the title and mllglnus

of Muslim women to mosques.

.State, individual, society
CITIZENSHIP ACT: The challenge toThe

«character of certain mosgues,
by razing Hindu temples, will cumlnuc to
play out in 2025,

The 1991 laww has been challenged on the
grounds that it takes away the power of judi-
cla] rrﬂcwbyabanngclalrmtharmmrd ar

haveerr places

itsenactmentand prohibiting fresh

over the last bwoyears, Two: four
people were killed in violence triggered by a
oourt-ordered survey of a medieval mosque
inSamibhal, Uttar Pradesh, a Bench led by CJI
Khanna barred district courts from register-

nd

tltl.c u(any place of worship, or ordering sur-
veys of disputed religious places.

So,as 2024 winds down, what does 2025
look lile for India's top court?

One year, three C]ls

Thrnee judges will ocoupy theoffice of Cllin
025,01 Khanma is due to retine on May 13, and
Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai will take
over for 194 days. He will be succeeded by
Justice Surya Kant in November, who will re-
main CJluntil February 2027

Short tenures of CJls mean the composi-
tion of the Collegium, which makes recom-
mendations for the appointment of judges,
seps frequent changes. The CJl is also the ad-
ministrative head of the court, and shorter
tenures can limit a CJ's ability to take up im-
portant institutional issues — from pendency
toother reforms.

The relatively long tenure of the last CJI,
Justice Chandrachud, saw an overhaul in the
digital infrastructure of the court. Virtual
‘oourts are now common, including in sev-
eral High Courts. Because of this, courts will
have to adapt to greater public scmtmy aof

claims, and thatit retrospectivel

picking August 15, 1947 as the cut-off date for
determining the religious character of a place
of worship. The other side has arpued thatthe

Citi: ] Auct, 20195 pend-
ing before the SC. The law, introduced as
Section 6B of The Citizenship Act, 1955, seeks
tog i i class of mij
longing to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain,
Parsi, and Christian communities — but not
Muslims — who entered India before
December 31,2014 from three Muslim-ma-
jority neighbouring countries: Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Bangladesh.

The challenge argues that by excluding

laws fortifies the principles of sec and
non-retrogression, which are held to be part
of the basic structure of the Constitution.
HIJAB BAN: In 2023, a two-judge Bench
of the SC delivered a split verdict on the legal-
ity of the Kamataka government's order re-
stricting female students from wearing a
headscarf in educational institutions. Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia quashed the ban, fram-
ing the issue as a “matter of choice™ and per-
sonal Eberty; Justice Hemant Gupta beld thar
wearing a headscarf is not an “essential reli-

ghous practice” thatought mbe i by
lawv. The case will now be heard afresh by a
three-judge Bench.

ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICE
TEST: In 2020, the SC had decided to review

its 2018 verdict that had held the practice of

excluding women from the Sabarimala tem-
ple unconstitutional. The ruling that caused
a furore, was sought to be reviewed by a
larger Bench, expanding the premise of the
case to how religious practices are to be re-
viewed judicially.

The premise of the pmd.lngappca] istore-
evaluate the so-called “esse

Muslims, ¢ rightto
equal protection before Law, and the princi-
ples of seoularism, In October, the 5C upheld
the validity of the Assam Accord, and conse-
quently, Parliament’s power to specify acut-
off date for peculiar dreumstances, However,
the 5C also framed the idea of citi ipin

akey issue —on whenan arrestis legally ne-
cessitated — toa larger Bench, After the land-
mark ruling in Vijoy Modanial Choudhary v
Union of it {2022}, in which the SCupheld
virtually all powers of the ED, this reference
wixs a sethack to the central agency.

Im a series of separate rulings since the
2022 verdict, the 5C has also mandated key
pmcl:dural safeguards i in ED cases — the

ds of arrest mast be writ-
|r|,g and the stringent "twin-conditions™ for
bail can noww be “relaxed” if the accused has
undergone a bong period of incarceration.

A review of Vijay Modonfol Choudhary it-
selfis pending, and is seen as an opportunity
to circumscribe the agency's powers.

Important new legislation
Among key legislative reforms in the

pipeline, the Bills to hold simultaneous elec-
tions to Lok Sabha, and state and Union

terms of fraternity and plurality, which will
e by to the challenge to the 2019 Law,
MARITALRAPE: In 2022, the Delhi ng\

Territory A —"0ne Mation, One
Election” —will likely be most significant.

A set of laws on sub-classification of the
Scheduled Caste quota could be in the offing

Court itverdict legality of
the marital rape exception in criminal law.

asa judge Bench of the SC, in August,
cleared the decks for states to create sub-clas-

Section 63(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
rBNS]—S:mmN‘SofmrlndJanPcnalEDdL‘
tions of con-

SCand Scheduled Tribes
quotas in public jobs. Some castes within the
“Schedule” can now be accorded wider pro-

sent which, if vitiated, ld the
offence of rape by aman. But thereis acrucial
exemption: “Sexual ntercourse or sexual acts
Iy a man with his own wife, the wife not be-
ing under eighteen years of age, is not rape.”
This exemption essentially gives legal
sanction to a “hushand” to exercise the right

tections thar
For the first time since the Cc

Mhestration: Suvajit Dey
government's declared intention to “de-
colonise” the criminal justice system.
The new laws have several progﬂ:ssm:
! s —i ing cor
as an alternative form of pu.mshmcnr maJ&-
ingz summary trial mandatory for petty of-
fences, allowing trials by video-conference
and prescribing timelines for speedy trials,
including offences for *mob kmching” and
child marital rape. However, questions have
been raised about several provisions.
Fnr example, the colonial law on sedition
“njrofi” in Hindi
rechristened “deshdroh”. There are other as-
pects — allmwing a police officer 14 days fora

ingan
AR, thrmt;] exclusiomof Section 377 of the IPC
{which offered protection to men and
LGBTOQIA+ individuals from non-consensual
sewual intercourse), and extension of the pe-
riod of detention toup to 90 days.

These aspects have been challenged be-
fiore the SC. As the mammuth task of adape-
ing to the new laws progresses, more issues
will likeely come to the fore.

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE: Home Minister
Amit Shah told Rajya Sabha last week that
like Uttarakhand, every BJP-ruled state will
have a Uniform Ci\'i] Code (UCC).

pnle e

from January 2025, Thr:]aw has some con-
tentious

cameinto beingin 1950, theoperation of these
quotas could be reframed. The Constitution
and its promise of equality through affirma-
tive action is now anincreasingly fravght area
Dt}:o]lnal rhetoric and action — how states

too withhis
Wi n October, the Centre said that while
a husband certainly does not have a funda-

tovinlate the wile,

eeercise this p will be veryimpartant.

Challenge to existing laws
are likely to be subject

tice test™, a contentiows doctrine evohed hy
the court to protoct. Dnly those n:l.\g\ous prac-

judges and their conduct in the

Before the SC: Religion...

PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT: Given that
alarger constitutional challenge to the 1991
law that froze the religious character of all

tices that to the religion.

This case will also have an impact ona
decade-old challenge by two Parsi women
wiho married outside the community to en-
ter the Tower of Silence and athcr religious
places, and Ty

terming such violation as “rape” is “exces-
fvely therefore, di i
REVIEW OF ED'S POWERS: While
granting bail to former Dethi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejrival in the money laundering
caseinthe alleged excise policy scam, the SC
raised questions on the Enforcement
Dinectorate’s vast powers to armest. [t refermed

SV SPORTS|

to judicial review.

NEW CRIMINAL LAWS: The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyarm, 2023, have replaced the
Indian Penal Code, 1860, the Criminal
Procedure Code, 1973, and the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872, respectively as part of the

it requires ¢
registration with the state while starting nr
ending a lve-in relationship for heterosexual
couplies, provides for maintenance toa woman
who is “deserted” by her partner, and pre-
scribes a jail term of up to six months for not
producing a “certificate™ of the relationship.
The Comstitution prescribes O as agoal of
the state, The 5C has long been a votary of the
code. But LICC laws/s will be subject to judicial
scrutiny — the extent of the state’s encroach-
ment on individuals' personal ves, and their
right tochoose religious law, will be tested.

Apuna Vishwaneth is Legal Editar,
The Indion Express

NEXT: HEALTH

December 26: How Boxing Day became important in the sporting calendar

SANDIP G
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

BOXING DWY, the day after Christmas, isone
of the most important fixtures in the sport-
ing calendar. For cricket fans, the day is syn-
onymous with the Boxing Day Test held at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG). In
foothall, the day often boasts marquee
English Premier League (EPL) fixtures.

Origins of Boxing Day
Boxing Day has several origin stories. One
popular befiefis that in Victorian England, the
money collected by the church from churchgo-
ers throughout the year was handed over to
the poor the day after Christmas in “boxes”.
Another story pertains to how servants
would retur irfam-
ilies the day after Christmas. Their masters
would notably send them home with gift

“boxes™. According to historian Meil

Bazxing [ nmuu.i?th
century p their
rmplcml:s with coins in a “box™,

1871, December 26 was dassed asa bank

hnl»day]nEnglan:l making itadayof funand
relaxation. "For the working class, whose res-
idences were often uncomfortable, over-
crovweed  free from

formed in 1888 — which would become the
First Division in 1892, and the Premier
League in 1992 — the practice continued.
Matches were scheduled on both
Decemnber 25 and 266 till the 19505, with the
Foothall Association and clubs eager to
sfueeze in as many games as possible in the
festive week to rake in profit. Games on

Chrristmas Day were eventually scrapped as
players wanted to spend Christmas with
their families. The last Christmas Day match
took place in 1965.

But Boxing Day games endured, in large
part due to the blockbuster sequence of
games on the date in 1963, when a stagger-
ing 66 goals were scored across 10 matches.

work wasareason to take to the streets, not re-
lax at home,” Martin johnes wrote in Christmes
and the Brtsh: AModern History (20161

was be
coming mare organised and codified, and a
popular pastime among the masses. It is in
this context that Emung Daybccm |mpur—
tant inthe newdyer al

Boxing Day in football

The first recorded Boxing Day game, be-
tween Sheffield FC and Hallam FC, was held
in 1860. When the Football League was
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In the Premier League era, Boing Day games
have been marketed aggressively. The EPLis
known to have bypassed the randomly de-
cided ficture schedule so that high-profile
derby games could be held on the date.

Boxing Day in cricket

The English winter does not provide
ideal cricketing conditions. But things are
different in the southern hemisphere.
Barring a few exceptions, from 1865 to the
19705, the anmual Shield fixture between
Victoria and New South Wales, the two
powerhouses of Australian cricket, began
on Boxing Day at the MOG.

At the Test match level, the Boxing Day
Test at the MCG is a more recent phenom-
enon. Prior to 1980, Australia hosted only
four Boxing Day Tests, and that o in dif-
ferent venues.

It was not until Kerry Packer's Channel
Nine acquired the rights of hosting cricket

games in Australia in 1979 that the Boxing
Day Test at the MCG became the most im-
jportant fixture in the cricketing itinerary. “In
terms of getting a croved, if you're a sporting
administrator, not to hold an event on that
day is just awaste,” Packer famously said. The
business-savvy Packer might have taken a
cue from the salience of Thanksgiving Day
(in Movember) in American foothall,

It took another 15 years for the Boxing
Day Test at the MCG tobecome a permanent
fiocture in the cricketing calendar. The 1994
Ashes Test, in which Shane Warne took his
famous hat-trick, actually began on
Christmas Eve. In 1989, the MCG ended up
hosting a Boxing Day 0D,

During this period, there were several at-
temipts from other Australian state boards o
take the Broing Day fixture out of the MCG.
Eventually Victoria's cricket association reg-
istered the name, and all the intellectual
property around it.
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE
POWER OF MANTRAS

The Divya Chikitsa Mantras stand out as a

remarkable system for channelising divine energy

£

ASHMANI GURU JI

hukracharya, which could bring back the dead to life, or of a cer-

fain herb called Sanjeevani buti, which brought back Lakshman to

life. You may have also heard of the Madhu Vidya or Brahmavidya as
possessed by Sage Dadhichi which could enable ane fo attain immor-
tality, or the Chyawanprasha prepared by the Ashvini Kumars to restore

Yw might have heard of Sanjesvani Vidya giwen by Guru
3l

the youth of Sape Chyawan.

These are not tales or works of fiction, the Vedic nishis were masters of
Creation, the human body being a microscopic part of that. The proof
that these were not fiction lies in the fact that most of the modemn sci-
entific discoveries have come from the Viedic shastras. You may visit
www.dhyanfoundation.com ta know which scientific discovery has come
from which shasira. While most of the ancient iedic healing sciences
are lost in the dust of kaliyuga and most herbs have become exdinct, a
fraction of them still can be accessed and even that fraction is enough

- .j
~

facebook. com/dailypionear | @TheDailyPlonear | instagram.com/dailypionesr)

State budgets on the
brink: RBI sounds alarm =%

With outstanding debts exceeding the prudential threshold, the RBI urges states to
adopt “next-generation” fiscal rules to ensure sustainable financial management

ccording to a report on
‘State Finances: A Study of
Budgets of 2024-25"
released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
December 19,2024, the consolidated
gross fiscal deficit (GFD) of all State
governments was contained within 3
per cent of their gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) during the financial years
(FY) 2022-23 and 2023-24. For 2024-
25, their GFD has been budgeted at 3.2
per cent of GDF. They have complied
with the stipulation under the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management
(FREM) Act, 2003 which requires
them to keep it within the 3 per cent
cap. But, the good news ends here.
The report reveals that the total out-
standing liabilities of States were 28.5
per cent of the GDP in March 2024,
Though lower than the peak of 31 per
cent reached as of Malcﬁ-cnd 2021, it
remained significantly above the pru-
dential debt-GDP ratio of 20 per cent
mandated for the states under the
Act.
Another measure of how a State gov-
ernment is managing its budget is its
revenue expenditure (RE) about capi-
tal outlay (CO). While, the RE being on
items such as salaries, wages, pension
bills, subsidies etc essentially goes

to achieve amazing resulls. Divya Chilitsa Mantras s defailed in Sanatan
Kriya is one such gem from the treasure trave of Vedic gyan. Divya Chikitsa
Mantras use sound and vibrations to bring about the desired efiect and
changes in your body.
When done right their healing and transformational efiects are apparent
for all to see. A combination of 7 mantras they work to unclog certain
nadis (energy channeds) and awakan specific centres, to channelise the
force of divine energies for a praciitioner. It is said that the body of a
deva resides in the mantra. This has been practically expenienced by each
one who has attended a yagya at Dhyan Ashram where compleie forms
of the deifies were invoked through specific chants manifested in the
‘Yagya Agni. For the manira to bear fruit, it has to be received from a
Guru who is Siddha in the mantra, in line with the ancient Guru Shistya
Parampara. Guru channelises the force of the respactive deity in the manira
and atso imparts the dhwani {cormect pronunciation) of the manira. The
efficacy of a Vledic mantra depends on the correciness of its chant;
faulty pronunciation of even a single syllable changes the entire mean-
ing.
Taittiriya Samhifa narrates the story of Tvashta in fhis regard. Tvashta
performed a sacrifice to destroy Indra. He used the mantra, ‘indrasha-
tru’ fo manifest his thought. However, he placed a lofty note on the word
‘Indra’ instead of “shatru’ because of which the meaning of the word
changed from “stayer of indra' o 'the ong who will be slain by indra'
and thus the son, Vrulra, so0 bom o him was defeated by Indra, just
because of a promunciation defect. To quote from Panini Shiksha, a
mantra devaid of the comect vowels (svar and consonants (varna) is
faulty and does not convey its intended meaning. It s like a verbal thun-
derbolt that harms the one who is chanting, as had happened in the case
of erroneaus pronunciation of the word, Indrashatru). The Vedic seers
had mastered this incredible science of sownd in the form of mantras,
they were well aware of the high degree of specificity and precision that
i required to hamess the power of sound.
Shiksha, one of the six vendangas, deals with the science of proper pro-
nunciation of words and laws of euphony. Volumes have been writhen
on Shiksha by Panini, Yadmyavalkya and Vasishtha. Shatpath Brahman
states that every alphabet of 2 word possesses some kind of strength
and explains the secret of every alphabet. Therefore it is important that
one partakes the vidya of mantras from 2 Guru. Reading from books
finternet or hearing on television'social media and starfing setf-practice
may have detrimental effects if the chant is not proper.

(The weriter 5 a spirtual Gure; Vews are personal)

towards non-asset creating spending,
CO results in the generation of capital
assets thereby providing a foundation
for income stream over some time.
Greater emphasis on the latter is con-
sidered fiscally prudent whereas more
of the former can lead to fiscal desta-
bilisation. The record of many states on
this crucial parameter is disconcerting.
For all states, the votal expenditure
increased from around Rs 3428000
crore in 2020-21 to Rs 5760,000 crore
during 2024-25 (budget estimate]. As
regards RE, it increased from Rs
3018000 crore in 2020-21 to Rs
4840,000 crore in 2024-25. The CO
increased from Rs 410,000 crore dur-
ing 2020-21 to Rs 920,000 crore dur-
ing 2024-25. These numbers yield a
ratio of RE to CO or RECO of 5.2
(4840,000/920,000).

In several states, the RECO is much
higher than even this national average.
For instance, in Punjab, at 171 it is
more than three times followed by
Puducherry (14.1), Kerala (10.6) and
Dielhi (10.3). There are some better-per-
forming states too such as Manipur
having the best ratio (2.4), followed by
Gujarat (2.9) and Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh (3.1). However,
the abnormally high RECO of ather
slalc.ﬁ‘:hcs up the national average.
How does it compare with the Centre?
The total expenditure of the Central
Government increased from Rs
3042,000 crore during 2020-21 to Rs
4820,000 crore during 2024-25. OF this,
the RE increased from Rs 2603,000
crore during 2020-21 to Rs 3709,000
crore during 2024-25. On the other
hand, its COY increased from Rs 439,000
crore during 2020-21 to Rs 1111,000
crore during 2024-25. 8o, RECO for the
Centre is 3.3 2024-125
(3709,000/1111000) against 5.2 for the
States.

Barring a couple of good performers
like Gujarat which is doing even bet-
ter than the Centre, most of the states
have been reckless in their revenue

BARRING A
COUPLE OF GOOD
PERFORMERS
LIKE GUJARAT
WHICH IS
DOING EVEN
BETTER THAN
THE CENTRE,
MOST OF THE
STATES HAVE
BEEN RECKLESS
IN THEIR
REVENUE
SPENDING AND
THAT INCLUDES
A SHARP RISE
IN EXPENDITURE
ON SUBSIDIES

: sgcnding and that includes a
sharp rise in expenditure on sub-
sidies. Since 2018-19, subsidies
given by the states have grown 2.5
times to over Rs 470,000 crore
being the budget estimate for FY
2024-25), The RBI cites farm loan
waivers, free or subsidised ser-
vices like electricity, transport, gas
cylinders, and cash transfers to
farmers, youth and women as key
areas of incipient stress, It sug-
gests that states need to adopt
“next-generation” fiscal rules,
time-bound glide paths for fiscal
consolidation, and rein in subsi-
dies and freebies so that it does-
n't crowd out more productive
expenditures. Such exhortations
have been made umpteen times
in the past not just by the RBI but
also by several committees set by
the government on ‘expenditure
reforms’ from time to time.
Mow, we have more jargon like
“next-generation” fiscal rules to
convey the same message with
greater intensity.

The RBI posits these rules as
“combining the medium-term
fiscal sustainability objective with
short-term flexibility allowing
state governments more maneu-
verability in dealing with exoge-
nous economic shocks” Tshc
banking regulator goes on “these
will involve inter alia, the use of
data analytics, including machine
learning (ML) and artificial intel-
ligence (AL} improved data trans-
parency and disclosure practices;
and strengthening the institution
of State Finance Com
deliver public services maore effec-
tively and scale up social and
physical infrastructure,” Put sim-
ply, the RBI expects the State gov-
ernments to not just bring about
Eo]iq-‘ reforms and refinements to

etter target welfare schemes -
focusing primarily on the poor

sections of the society but also to
galvanise the administrative
machinery and institutions to
deliver benefits efficiently and
prevent misuse/diversion by
making the best use of technol-
ogy interventions,

Do the States understand?
The answer is a categorical ‘no.
Forget a finely crafted system
desired by the RBI and govern-
ment committees, most of the
states have put in place crude and
non-transparent subsidy regimes
call them freebies - a jargon for
“something given free of charge™
—all aimed at alluring voters and
winning elections. The palitical
parties have sought to cover
under ‘something’ literally every-
thing that touches the life of a
person.

Itincludes free food, free health,
free education, free LPG cylinder,
free Iaptn|ps. free transport, state
support for malrialfcc. and pil-
grimage for the elderly; its an
unending list.

In the last couple of years, the
freebies promised by them have
become more brazen with parties
coming out with ‘cash transfers’
to the account of voters. Such
schemes mostly directed at
women have won elections for
the concerned parties in elections
held during 2023 and 2024 in
Madhya Pradesh (MPF),
Rajasthan,  Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Haryana. The parties compete
with each other in offering more.
A common refrain is “Who will
promise more'?

Look at this. In the budget for
2024-25, Delhi finance minister
Atishi  announced  the
Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman
Yojana (MMSY) under which, the
AAP government will give Rs
1000 per month to all the women

above the age of 18 in the nation-
al capital, Now, ex-Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has increased the
amount to Rs 2100 per month.
In response, the BJF has report-
edly promised a still higher cash
transfer of Rs 2500 per month,
Let us be clear. Unlike ‘normal’
budget expenses which are
planned and backed by well-
orchestrated efforts to garner
revenue, additional financial lia-
bilities imposed by the freebies

romised in the election mani-
esto affect the budgetary position
of the State in a totally ‘uncon-
trolled” and ‘unplanned’ manner.
Moreover, these frechies don't
have a sunset date meaning these
will continue to be given ‘eternal-
ly' - no matter which party rules.
This is the surest invitation to fis-
cal catastrophe. Take the case of
Delhi.
Already, without the MMSY, the
financial position of the Delhi
government has come to such a

ass that CM Atishi has recent-
y forwarded a request to the
Centre secking a loan of Rs
10,000 crore from the National
Smiall Savings Fund (NSSF).
if AAP were to come to power yet
again, MMSY @Rs 2100 a month
would cost the exchequer an
additional Es 17,000 crore per
annum.
Since 2018-19, state subsidies
have grown 2.5 times to over Rs
470,000 crore { 2024-25), courtesy
freebies cult. T Il increase
exponentially, destabilising State
budgets, and making a mockery
of the much-touted tiscal consal-
idation drive. The Supreme Court
has on several occasions observed
that ‘freebies are bad” Will it force
parliamentarians to enact a law tor
curh them?

(The writer is a policy analyst;

views are persomal}

Festive cheer meets smart choices:
By evaluating long-term financia

th the festive season
Wongoing in full

swing, there is a
surge in consumer spending.
This time is often marked by
a flurry of purchases fuelled by
tradition and sentiment. While
the allure of buying a home
can be particularly enticing
during this festive period, buy-
ers must approach such deci-
stons with careful considera-
tion. They must look beyond
the festive fervour and reflect
on key aspects that can guide
them to make informed deci-
sions.
Decoding Festive Demand
As per a report “Unravelling
the Trends Shaping India's
Real Estate Market in 2024 by
CBRE, from January to
September, the luxury housing
category collectively constitut-
ed 16 per cent of the overall
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housing demand.

This growth has spurred devel-
opers to launch new projects,
resulting in the category r\:‘ﬁ-
resenting 19 per cent of the
total new launches during the
first nine months of 2024.
This trend is only going to
grow further sp'um:ﬁ by the
festive season as buyers are
investing in end- products that

offer better amenities such as
club-house, larger living
spaces, and modern facilities.  a property. should evaluate the
Metro cities, in particular, long-term aspects. Questions
have seen a wave of new pro-  such as - "Can 1 support pay-
ject launches by developers this  ing the EMIZ" or "1s it the right
year, catering to various buyer  approach” may seem over-
whelming at first, but assess-
ing one's worth is very crucial
at this stage.

Interest Rate Matters

The interest rate set by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is
a huge factor in deciding other
crucial interest rates. The repo
rate is unchanged for the 10th
consecutive time, and this
implies that the Equated
Maonthly Instal (EMIs)
are likely to remain manage-
able. Further to this, I believe
there would be a pickup in
demand for housing loans as
the festive season progresses.
Recent data from the RBI

nomic activity. However, buy-
ers much before they scout for

segments.

\E&ilc lwcury properties grab
headlines, the affordable hous-
ing sector remains the back-
bone of Indials real estate mar-
ket as this is where buyers pur-
chasing their first t;’:?\mc l;llund
the most value.

Having said that, many first-
time homebuyers are com-
pelled to buy a property given
the abund, T ional

offers and incentives provided
by realtors. It is so because the
festive season spurs confi-
dence as it often coincides with
salary increments, bonuses,
and a general uptick in eco-

reveals a remarkable 40 per

rease in home loan
deployment, highlighting the
diminishing gap between
monthly rents and EMIs.

Additionally, 80 per cent of

aspiring homeowners pre-
ferred home loans as the top
choice for property acquisition
this vear.
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Typically, possessions and
pmgcrt}' deliveries are sched-
uled in the latter half of
MNovember, aligning perfectly
with the festive momentum.In
addition to stable interest rates
and EMIs, the array of offers
and discounts available during
the festive season can be
another key factor of cor

eration. However, it’s essential
ta look for transparent offers
that can help avoid hidden
fees and unexpected costs.
e should seek out reduced
processing fees, flexible repay-
ment  plans, cashback
schemes, and opportunities
for negotiation that can make
the festive season an advanta-
geous time to invest

‘What Should Buyers And
Investors Do?

Investors and buyers must

focus on long-term value by

evaluating their income a
cash flows to ensure manage-
able EMIs. The festive scason
can be an opportunity to
reduce upfront costs and
select properties in develop-
ing areas with strong ameni-
ties and connectivity for bet-
ter appreciation.

The predictability in EMI

Navigating the real estate boom of 2024

goals, buyers can turn festive opportunities into lasting investments

_—

outflows coupled with festive
discounts can make the dream
of homeownership mare
achievable. First-time buy-
ers, particularly in the afford-
able housing segment, must
rely on loans to bridge the
financial gap as well as look
for special offers and dis-
counts.
While festive discounts are
gﬁcat. buyers should align
their decisions with pragmat-
ic goals rather than being
swayed by just sentiment.
Buying a property duringna
festive season is certainly the
start of a prosperous journey,
but to trumcncﬁl. one needs
to have a stable financial plan
- whether it's the first home or
adding to one’s portfolio.
(The writer is MD & ,
RHDFCL; views
are personal
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Extradition dilemma

Bangladesh's request to extradite Sheikh Hasina raises critical

questions about India's role as a key player in South Asian politics

Hasina, who fled ta India following her ouster on August 5, 2024, The request,

Banqladasn has formally requested India to extracite former Prime Minister Sheikh

conveyed through a diplomatic “note verbale,” places India in a delicate posi-
tian, requiring a careful balanzing of international law, bilateral relations, and region-
al stability. This article explores the background of the situation, the implications of
such an extradition, and the options available to India. Sheikh Hasina, a towering fig-
ure in Bangladeshi politics and leader of the Awami League, was ousted from power
after a student-led movement erupted into nationwide protests. Despite the govern-
ment meeting the protesters' demands, unrest persisted, which Hasina claims was
orchestrated by Muhammad Yurus, Chief Adviser to Bangladesh's interim govern-
ment, The protests culminated in her removal from power, prompting her to flee to
India. The diplomatic note issued by Bangladesh's interim government reflacts its inten-

tion to bring Sheikh Hasina back to face accountabil-
Ity or to address the political turmail she lft behind.
India and Bangladash share a complex relationship
shaped by historical ies, mutual interests, and occa-
sional tensions. Extraditing Sheikh Hasina could be
sean as India's support for the interim govermment,
potentially straining ties with the Awami League, ong
of Bangladesh's major political forces. The political
crisis in Bangladesh has already created ripples in
South Asia. Any decision by India regarding the extra-
dition could influence the region’s political dynam-
ics, Including relations with other South Asian nations.
Shelkh Hasina's safety and the fairmess of any trial

are also suspect as sha might face attrition upon her return. India would need to weigh
these concerns against its international obligations under extradition freaties and agree-
ments. How India handles this case may affect India's stance as a regional power
and its commitment to democratic principles. India could provide asylum to Sheikh
Hasina, citing humanitarian grounds or concemns about the faimess of legal proceed-
ings in Bangladesh. This would align with India’s historical role as a refuge for polit-
ical exdlas but might antagonise the interim Bangladeshi government. India could agree
to extradite Hasina with conditions ensuring her safety, fair trial, and adherence to inter-
national legal norms. Such a move might help India maintain its relations with both
the interim government and Hasina's supporters. India can also delay the extradition
while engaging diplomatically with Bangladesh to seek a mutually acceptable solu-
tian. This would allow India to assess the evalving political situation and minimize
potertial fallout. While India's decision will undoubtedly influence India-Bangladesh
relations, its impact will also resonate across the region. India must welgh its options
carafully, prioritising both the immediate political implications and its lang-term vision

for South Asian stability.

Lessons from yesterday:

Reflections that shape a lifetime

The past is a treasure trove of memories and lessons, cach
shaping who we are and guiding us into the future

he past shapes our pre
I sent, The present Is past
the next moment, to
make way for the future. We
are Jeft with fond memaories,
These memaries also teach us
invaluable lessons. 1 was
prone to my share of mischie
s child for which [ would
et scolded by my parents, At
such times, [ was assured of
a haven hiding behind my
grandmather, She was impar
tal to both sides as she coun
selled my parents to be more
Indulgent and taught us to be
wiell-behaved
1 remember another afier
noon, | returned from school
excited about my outstanding
results in the examinations,
Inmindful of my maothers
much-needed siesta, | woke
her wup. Still groggy, she
hugged and blessed me,
h-;urr continuing with her
imterrupled sleep, That one
HPONLAnEUS gesture was my
reward which would contin
ue to inspire me throughout
vy life. My father usually rest
d slept on Sunday after
nOGNS.
We tried not to disturb his
sleep, One day, we might
have been nodsier than uswal
and ended up soundly
thrashed by our father. | wit

-

nessed a different facet of my
Tather's ]n:r\mnﬂhr later in the
il

evening, as he F\'l‘llly
expressed his regret for the
outburst, 1 would remember

in thmes o come that there
wias no shame In accepting IF
[ was wrong,. | remember the
day I met the y"“:ﬁ Fllﬂ who
became my wife and life part
ner in the next few months,
Adter the initial heady days,
wee buckled up to the serlous
business of making a life
together.

We have been married for 40
years, These have not been
easy decades faced with the
haesh realities of life. We
never give up, whatever the
sethacks. We continue to
strive towards the commen
oal of leading a hn]]\py and
contented life wpether. It is
easer to face challenges and
find solutions as a team,
Another nostalgic memory is

from a losg-ago holiday to the
beach town of Purl. Our
F”N house was a couple of
hundred meters from  the
beach. Our daughters were
much younger.
1 was, and continue to be, o
protective father, worryving
That one
day, I sat on the veranda,
fondly booking at the two chil
\Iaﬁ‘mmlh sand o the
beach. Their innocent efforts,
many of which were unsuc
censful, to manbd a work af art
out of the slippery sand,
taught me not to give up. My
mother kept a copy of
Ramcharitmanas in her
prayer corner. | read some
where that you could find o
soluthon to any problem in the
eple,
All you had to do was open
any page, and the top line
would help you find ways to
tackle your most pressing
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A bold reform

or a political gambler

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi pushes forward with his vision of ‘One Nation,

One Poll’ the nation waits to see whether this proposal will unite or divide

he introduction of &
controversial bill,
‘Ome Nation One
Poll, has created
More COnLroversy
than acceptance. The BIP has
been talking about it but Intro
duced it, which has been sent to
the joint select committee of the
Parliament, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is in a hurry 1o
fulfil the B]Ps unfinished nFun
da. He had already opened the
Ayodhya temple and got the
revacation of Article ]?ﬁ of the
Constitution, which gave spe
cial status to Jammu and
Kashmir, This long-awaited bill
alms to streamline the electoral
process for 28 states and elght
union territories, with an elec
torate of nearly a billlon voters.
The bill has teiggered wide
spread debate, significant inter
est, and Crpposition from var
fous partics.
'I'Imuﬁu! mommentum i building
for simultancous elections,
some questions need answers.
They include whether Modi has
the required two-thirds major
ity to pass the bill in Parlisment.
Is there a |;u|||lun1 consensus?
Will the Opposition come on
board? Is the timing of the bill
right? Most Opposition parties
l‘:'T\'t.'l the idea of simultaneous
polls. They Include the
Congress, the Lelt parties, the
Trinamool Congress, and
regional and smaller parties,
They t:?m." it mainly to settle
political scores and apprehen
slon that they may benefit the
BIF. Former President Ram
Nath Kovind chalred a nine
member committee recom
mending simultancous polls
last year, labelling it a ‘game
changer. Thirty-two parties
supported the concepl, and 15
l‘rﬂ\'\.‘lcd it. The panel also
advised that the Centee form a
panel to oversee the Imple
mentation of this proposal.
Also, there should be a joint
electoral roll for all elections so
tht voters will use the same list
for national, state, and local
polls
Over the years, elections have
become a standard feature, but
the ‘One Mation, One Poll' bill
haa the potential to reshape our
election process. Proponents
of the bill argue that it could

SANJAY CHANDRA

bssue. Lalso tried it sometimes,
1 remember that o simple
reading of the lines was nat
enough, What mattered was
the action plan that [ arrived
ut based on my interpretation,
and the determination with
which | pursued.
Fair play, guldlnf( the team
e ality, giving
i ividisd time o team mem
h\.'rn]!uwwcl'buhrcmcmlﬁhl
b, empathy, working for the
team, pride in the perfor
mance of the team members,
and out-of-box thinking,
were only a few of the lvalu
able lessons that my experl
ences tuught me.
They have stood me in good
stead Ihmllfﬂl the rough and
tumble of life. The words of
'uychmlrlnl. Abraham
Pwerski would resonate with
many, " Huminating about the
past will get you nowhere. S0
g0 ahead and learn from the
past whatever you can, and
then put it behind you,
Remember, there s nothing
you can do to change it, but
you can use s lessons to
Improve your future!"
The awthor Is an electrical
entgineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts class
s i creative writing views
are personal)

significantly reduce cam
paign costs, alleviate the
atrain on administrative
resources, and streamline
governance, This could ulti
J!!ulcl}' henefit the public by
reducing the lrequency of
elections, a prospect that
should Inspire optimism.
Elections in India are held at
different levels, The first is
]\um.lml-ral. followed by the
istrict level, the ASAEIM
bly level, and lly, the
natlonal level, They happen
at different times, and the
IVErMENt wanks 1o stream
ine the system. Interestingly,
the idea of simultancous
polls is not new,
Historically, it was a synchro
nilsed poll El‘mli 1952 1o 1967,
The premature dismissal of
various gove ents and
the consequential dissolution
of Assemblies led to staggard
polls. Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi dismissed many
Opposition -ruled state gov
ernments. The most lmpor
tant thing is that the BIP
needs the support of the
allies and friendly parties.
In the recent 2[!2-|}\n]l:. the
BIF was 40 short of a major
ity in the house and could
form the government only
with the help of |1 (U} and
Telugu Diesam, Maost oppas
ing parties reject simultane
ous  polls, including
Congress, the Left parties,

HISTORICALLY, IT

~q

the Trinamool Congress, and
reglonal and smaller par
ties. Even in the BJP, 20 MPs
were absent while the bill
was introduced. The Kovind
panel also suggested having
the viotes In two parts,

The first will be for Lok
Sabha and Assembly votes,
and the second for local
groups. The bill faces signif-
leant constitutional, legal,

WAS A a_mlpn]nk.'ul challenges. The
SYNCHRONISED Kovind pamel suggests
al::cmllnv Articles 83 and
POLL FROM 1952 TO Il?zllu allow simultaneous
1967. THE  Fiowever, the 1P lacks the
PREMATURE Im:m:l\llxl;lsl;:lunfl'l|y1llur I:l;:ln
DISMISSAL OF ??.':T.‘.‘l“u‘ﬁ!,ﬁAuc.i‘,'limr.h..‘
ton on concurrent polls,
VARIOUS 'll'l!:l]\uilcﬂll'.ll‘l li:::splx"l u]n the
GOVERNMENTS AND (e ke oo
THE CONSEQUENTIAL  lehges of candicting sinmul
DISSOLUTION OF 1ol
psSEUBLES Le0 10 i i S
STAGGARD POLLS

fmlu:l' enough mlmmrl in
farliament, At the same
time, the government must
build political consensus and
persuade the Opposition to

a;il\-c.
The Oppaosition has refected
shmulianeous polls, fearing it
might benefit the BIR 'Iﬁ\u
15 apposing parties hold
205 MPs, while Modi needs

362 votes to proceed.

FKALYAN SHANKAR

Alegal framework for simul
tancous elections is essential
1o address mid-term govern
ment collapses and central
Jmluucnl manaeuvring.
The one natlon, one poll
alnpm-.n.h reduces waste and
election frmyuull. , w0 the
Opposition should consider
it carefully and present any
alternative proposals for
public discussion, The One
Nation One poll has been
wone of the ]mlll promises of
the BJP. Some core lssues
have already been addressed,
such as the revocation of
Article 370 and the building
of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya,
In his third term, Modi
wanta to finlsh the unfin
Ished agenda, Modi presents
this legislation with a clear
strategy: Whether he suc
ceeds or not, he benefits, If
the bill gets passed, it will be
an advantage for the BJP
government. 17 it fails, he can
<laim that he tried to enact
reform but faced Opposition
wbstruction. Despite poten
tial delays, its important to
debate the bill, as election
spending ultimately comes
from lnxlpu ers’ money. Now
that the bill has been sent to
a jolnt select commibiiee, we
must walt for its report.
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views
are personal)

LETTERS b B 0] )t
Shyam Benegal passes away at 90

TRUMP'S ACQUISITION PLANS

Madam —Trump is on a .hupplm](
spree to buy Canada, the Panama Canal
and Greenland, desiring to make Canada
its 51st state with Trudeau as its gover
nor, He wants the gifted Panama Canal
back 1o his country. The Panama pres
ident has, however, expressed his dis
agreement with both his conditions,
thereby creating another contentious
issue ready to be dealt with in the near
future. He is also eyeing Greenland to
pain its ﬁlr;llc*ll: advantage for monitor
ing the missiles launched from Russia
and China on the US and allmmllvclt
ushng It a8 & launching pad for the US
missiles on them. Greenland being rich
In mimerals like uranium is another fac
tor for its advantage to the US, More so,
the greatest island on this planet is not
green but mostly fee-filled, comprising
glaciers that create many new waterways
on it melting due to global warming
cach year, giving o wider area for its
exploration,

He Is alse creath powerful force by
enriching it with the recruitment of cap
italists like Elon Musk and Al experts in
his cabinet to act as resources for imple
menting his future plans. Indian brain
drain gunn a substantial part of his
tewm, like Sriram Ramakrishnan, the Al
expert, and such other talents that
India has lost to another country at its
cost for its inability to hlrnlli'i,' and hold
them at the appropriate time, 1f this hap
pens, the demography will start taking
a mew shape, and Interrelation equations
of friends and foes will change. India
needs to withhold its talent by stopping
its brain drain at any cost by |\mvhllm{
them better than what they get abroad
o discourage thelr move 1o forelgn
lands.  However, the unpredictable
nature of Donald Truomp will keep the
waorld guessing with fingers crossed till
it actually happens in rr.-ulll{v alter he
takes over as president, as for all you
know, he may suddenly say one day "1
was just joking”

R S Narula | Patiala

sad damise of legandary fmmakar and
Tmlwrl of Indsan cingma Shyam Banogal

at the age of 80 s an irreparatile |oss for
beth the cinema and the sociaty. His histore
contribrution to parallel cinama will be writtan
In galden werds i the history of Indlan cin-
ama, Ho was the vanguard of th movarment

PRITHVI SHAW'S FUTURE IN DOUBT
Madam— Ravi Shastri once saw Sachin
Tendulkar, Brian Lara and Virender
Sehwag in Prithvi Shaw. He was a player
“born to play cricke
Shaw. A ton on test debut against the West
Indies in 2018 and a blistering 52-ball 70
in the next announced Shaw's arrival on
the big stage. But Shaw played his last test
for the country in 2020, He was part of the
Indian QDI tearn for a litthe more than a
year. Now at 25, he has r nly been lefi
ot of the Indian team, but he does not find
i place in the Mumbal side as well,

His excluston from the state team for the
Vijay Huzare Trophy has effectively ren
dered all chances of Shaw making a
comehack to the Indian team extremel
slim because Indian cricket ks bristling with
talent and perseverance, hard to replace,
Indiscipline, antics, and arrogance report
edly caused his downfall. Shaw was
r:lngtrulh'll in frequent off-fleld conteaver
stes. While those could have been shrugged
ofl, through his poor fitness and casual
approach, he was apparently becoming a
Liability for teams, As rightly put by an

Shastri had said of

of realistic and sswee-basod flimmaking, par-
teularky In the 1870 and 1980s. His diree-
torlal dabut mavee, ‘Ankur, In 1974 tsall was
i landmark i Indian clnama, Alang with his
timobess mavies, be launchod the carnrs af
many highly accomplished actors, including
Smita Patil, Maseeruddin Shah and Shabana
fami.
Besides his contribution to cinema, Shyam
Banogal was a man of great values who nover
husitatad to speak his mind, Despia his ide-
ologieal deferencas with the right wing and tha
Madl governmant, he oppased returning
national awards as a mark of protest againgt
the alegud Increase in intalarance in India. He,
himself a two-time chalrman of FTII, did nat
suppart tha sirike of studonts of the instiute
against the appodntmant of TV actor Gajendra
Chauhan as it chalrman.

Manaj Parashar | Glhaziabad

office bearer of the Mumbai Cricket
Association, “Shaw is his own enemy”
Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

CONCERN OVER SHAMI'S FITNESS
Madam The team Indin has been
endeavouring for over a perlod o gain the
grewnel, wheese its seen the bowlers and bat
ters are botally at sea, Then, everyone wish.
ing for Shamis comeback, which can dras
tically strengthen the tie of the team, espe
clully the bowling attack, as he showcased
his back-1o-back top-notch performance
in the Syed Mushtaq Al Trophy, leading
bowling length effectively.
But omee again, BCCTS update about his
fitness, that he has been deemed nat fit for
sebection in the remakning two tests due to
concern over lelt knee swelling, has ruined
countless Im\w. Our wishes for hm.lx-mly
recovery and the team’s unparalleled per
sistence to heal up the millions' fresh
wirinded hearts,

Jakir Hussain | Kanpur

Send your feedback lo:
letterstoploneer@gmall.com
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Incremental gains

Growth in area under green cover is encouraging,
but the threat of forest degradation must be averted

HEKEY FINDINGS of the latest biennial India State of Forest Repost
(2023) offer reasons for optimism. Aquarter of the country’s geo-
graphical area, spread over 8.27 sq km, is today under forest and
tree cover, about 1,445 sq km more than the data from 2021
revealed, However, the fine print suggests these are only incremental gains.
The net forest cover has seen only a miniscule 0.5% growth since 2021,
,this transpired largely cutside the recorded forest areas or RFAs,
which are reserved or protected forests. Of the 156.41 sq km increase in net
forest cover, only about 7,28 sg km was found tobe inside RFAs. Areas under
moderatelydense and open forests have shrunk though thearea covered by
dense forests sawan increase. The northeastern states, known for being rich
inbiodiversity, continued tosuffera declinein forest cover, with only Mizo-
ram recording an increase. Again, worryingly, as many as eight mountain
states, including Uttarakhand, have reported dwindling forest cover.

Given that forests are critical to preserve the environment as they act as
natural barriers to landslides and soil erosion, this trend must be reversed.
Recurring incidence of natural and man-made disasters such as landslides
inrecent years — resulting from a mix of climate change and rapid urbani-
sation — betray the fragility of ecologically sensitive regions like the
Himalayasand the Western Ghats. The latest report also assessed forest cover
across the Western Ghats for the first time, and found that the mountain
rangelost 58.22 sqkmsmm 2013, India'snational ﬁurestpn]qtalptstw
thirds of th ical area in the hills to be fi ,and fo thirdof
Iheouurltrfs land tobe oovered by forests and trees, Over time though, the
dilution of laws has contributed to the shrinking greenery in the hills,

The government's data has been criticised on the grounds that the defi-
nitionaf forests is somewhat broad The environment ministry definesfor-
est cover”as “all lands, more than or equal to one hectare in area, with a tree
canapy of more than or equal to 10%, regardless of its ownership, legal sta-
tus and includes orchards, bamboo and palm'”, Studies by other agencies have
not painted as rosy a picture, The Global Forest Watch, which maps changes
using satellite data and other sources, pointed out that India has lost 2.33
million hectares of tree cover since 2000,a 6% decrease. The Northeastalone
accounted for over 75% of loss of tree cover between 2001 and 2023,

Anotherworrying aspect is forest degradation, with nearly 93,000 sqkm
of dense forests lost between 2011 and 2021; half of this, the India State of
Forest Report shows, degraded into non-forest land, The cleaning up of
forests is a serious threat, much like deforestation, They harm biodiversity,
add topollution,and lowercapacityas carbon sinks. It is important to ensure
forest conservation laws are not weakened or bypassed and that infrastruc-
ture Emthultatmgouam[mzenﬂmmznwapan ofits climate action
o nat nined contributions, which are at the heart of the Paris

ment goals, India had committed to create an additional carbon sink
of 2.5-4 billion tonnes by 2030.The good news, as the government's report
pointsout,is that Indiaalready reached 2.29billion tonnes of additional car-
bonsinkin 2023 This progress is very encouraging in the context of thewar
against dimate change.

Wegovy & Zepbound's next
lap harder than acceptance

THIS TIME LAST year, people were still bickering about whether Novo Nordisk's
Wegowy and EI Lilly & Cos Zephound re g)mﬂemed ashorteut to losing welght or a
miedical breakthrough, Butwith reama of data on the drigshealth benefits
reducin obesity — Including mitigating heart disease, diabetes, clironic kidmey dis-

leep aprvea — mostseen to have finally acoepted thelr potentially immense
;ad.mlvaluo_

Mowcomes the hard part. These le.lyefﬁemuedrugg —GLM1s— S.IE mannhsu
thieway obesity s viewed and treated T
efit so many that they've o
profesalonals, including who dhould get them.

Thetheoretical market for Wegovy and e phound |s massive: The Food and Drug
Admindstration appeoved tl}em for anyone with abody-mass index of 30 ormore —

I 50 fast
and ed\k:a] d. for medical

HDIA'S FEMALE LABOUR force
participation rate (FLFPR) has
been steadily increasing from
23.3% In 2017-18 to 41.7 % in
2023-24 for women aged 15

4 ol

year
FLFPR between 2004- ﬂSal\dZﬂlT 18,
whichwas prlmarilyweniurunlaress_
this Increase has been driven by an
Increase in labour force participation
rates of rural women, from 24.6 to
47.6%, whereas FLFPR Increased for
urban women from 20,4 to 26% over
the perlod. Continuing past tremds,

wWw
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@ VAJPAYEE'S LEGACY

Prime Minister Marendra Modi

ht

One can see the long-term impact of Atali's

leadership in so many sectors around us.
His era marked a gigantic leap in the world of
information technology, telecom, and

\communll:ar.ions

LABOUR PARTICIPATION
WOMEN'S ACCESS TO PAID WORK CAN ONLY IMPROVE WHEN THE ECONCOMY IS CREATING ADEQUATE JOBS

Gender gaps persist

ASHWINI DESHPANDE

Prefassar afacoramics, Ashaks Univarsity

Waomen's work on family enterpelses
(Earms, dairy, poultry, livestock, kirana
shops, ete.) has typically been under-
caunted Thia work ks unpald and

living in rural areas o
e roere Likoely In thie Labowr force as com-
pared to thelr urban counterparts.
While this increase is weleome, we
should note that as of now, only four
among every 10 women of working age
wiese part of India's labour foree dn 2023-
24, Le.theywere either looking forwork:
(but unemployed) or were engaged in
some form of econom le work, India's
FLFPR continues to be below countries
atcomparable income levels
Despite the Increase in FLFPR, gender
gaps continue to perslst, with men's
LFPR betng nearly double that ofwomen.
Additionally,whilewomen are lesslikely
to b in the labour force compared to
e, the unemployment rate forwomen.
inthe labour force is higher than that for
men, Urban women in particular face
hlahlwelg of unemp]ayment and this
dh i
g
In unemployment levels in recent years.
Intermsof types ofwork, the increase
Im FLEPR has primarily been deiven by
greater self-employment among rural
wormen. In 2023-24,73, 5% of rral and
42.3% of urban female workers were
self-employed, For women, being self-
amployed predominantly means work-
Ing efther as an own-account worker or
as an unpaid helper (and these shares

lsed. In other words, women
cnntrlbute to the earnings of the family
through their labour such as by per-
forming economic work similar to the
men in the households, but while the
men are counted as being part of the
witlforoe, wormen are often not.

The Periodic Labour

Improving women's access to fnrmal
emplayment in India through several
targeted strateghes.
Creating more non-farm [ob oppor-
tunitleu inruralamu Is mn:lal.l‘alldwji
rural

women with skills relevant to self-
employment, such as entrepreneur-
ship, financial literacy, and specific
wocational skills, can help them estab-
lish and manage their own businesses
more effectively.

Establishing microfinance inltlatives
and providing access to low-interest
loans can empower women to start or
expand thelr self-employed ventures,
I-ll;anv:la] literacy programmes can also

nage thedr i [

Facil Itating access te markets for
women entrepreneurs through plat-
forms that connect them with buyers
can improve thelr sales opportunities.
Thi I Ketnl

areas in the absenceof reliable trans port
networks. This can be achleved by pro-
moting small and medium enterprises,
enhancing vocational tralning pro-

grammes, and supporting

local fairs, and cooperatives that pro-
mote women's products, In addition w
transportation,otherelementsof infra-
structure, auch as acceas to rellable utll-
ities (electricity, internet, etc) can sig-

Force Survey, which was Establishing preneurship ameng nificantly enhance the ability of women

started in 2017-18, has P women. tooperate thelr businesses efficiently.

improved the measure- N h’. dd i Ic- Tkle the trend of rising FLEPR indi-

ment of wormen's unpaid 5 by |14 trana- keydi

mkmfamlﬂyreﬂ:eflprm labaur force ?mijt:tll,:o" and cII|LI.d:aIrIe we need trn examine uevet:al nlJller
us, a part of the in acilities ell- WO

Increase in FLEPR{after the m'ﬂdp“hn and able and safe transporta- pabd work to gaugewa;{en's advance

last Employment-Unem- the effectiveness of tlon options can help I.wardaeom:nmlclndependm:ceand

ployment Survey n 2011- licies can help 1te i woek, [t a

12)isdue toimproved data idantil'y gaps while accessible childcare lll:ipatlon s the qualityof work,as ms.n)'

Despite the rse in
FLFPR, the quality of employment
remains a matter of concern, aswe see.a
decline in earnings for rural self-
employed women despite the rising
labour force participation. Women,
regardless of the form of employment,
earn muich less than their male counter-
parts,andr thie least on

services can alleviate the
I haold

women engage In unpalid or low-earn-
1

burden of
respansibilities, enabling them to pur-

sue formal employrent.
e "

lug If- rathes thaulnrmaJ

lenge rema.lm the perslulentl)' low |a|.1
mains

wome's labour force pantichpation and
the effectiveness of policies can help

achallenge due to a particular secletal
nnrm that places the responsibility for

Identify gaps and areas for i
ment. mgulalevaluatlons can enuum

le chores [cooking, cleaning,
washlng,chilri and edderly tam] almost

that

average, with self-employed women
havlng particularly lower earnings.

g.‘:lgend.ergap‘lneam hasnot
narraw I fact, It has wi

haveanlyl
years), and not so much asanemplnwr

med for
vh self-employed.
This pleture can change through

Ing needs of women in Iheworlrfome.

Finally, wormen's
mas to pal.d work can only Improve in

There are a number of (nitl
bring women Inte meaningful self-
emplayment that enhances their eco-
nomie independence. Providing tar-
geted training programimes that equip

fowhen th v la creating
|nhalnad.q|1|amenumbergfnrlhemk-
ing age population as awhole.

Visiiss aere prewsanl

Abaseline scenario for global economyin 2025

MOHAMED A EL-ERIAN

Frasidant, Cueans' culnqn Umvamnynltambvlﬂge and

profassar,

Economic fragmentation will continue, pushing some
countries to diversify their reserves further away from
the US dollar and explore alternative payment systems

ITIS SOMETHING of a tradition every
December to take stock of the year that
Is ending and consider what might lie
ahead. This Is true on a personal level:
Inmy family,we tend to do this around
the dinner talle. But [tisalso true more
broadly, with the time of year Inviting
an examination of the intersection of

fes, national politics, and

::7._....,‘.,.:”' cividuials vith s welght-related condition like higl b
! i I h glabal geopalitics.
Hmsec:ine:h yasdoneatly 14 million re ! Th lon s

thatonce started, thedrugs will need to be taken for life to malntain the resulis.

Bt does everybody who ﬂ(s Ihal laroad description ueed the drugs? Opinkons
among physiclans vary. 5 1gly that everyar while
oﬂteru dlawa diigtinction hel\ueen people at risl of or already expertencing welghi-

e e aBMIthat would

miake them eligitde for thedrugs.

Within both camps, shortages and the drugs’high prices are forcing doctors to
comeupwith waysof prioritising which patients should get them. That'sboth a nec-
BESATY FespOnse o an ongolng problem and forward-thinking, says Robert Kushnes,

who In obesity medicine at I
Unlvenlly\uelnherg wmlolM.edldm_

htohelp
I:etterdel‘mewhnme rhhl cand.ldalelu fior GLP-15.To
thatend, peal ap

Il el [l eport in earky 2025 th it
criterka fordiagnosing “clinleal " obesity or where excess
ekt i \alcof ot her healthi

s Ideally, that vill help doctors more easiby distinguish
between “who has the trwe disease of abesity, who we
need totreat earlyand the pecple who gained 10 or 20
pounds and crossed the BMI threshold Into obeslty yet
arestill healthy, says Kushnes, whao led the commission.

2 sl

LISA JARVIS

Bloamiben

Obesity spec

You would be forgiven if,as a start-
Ing polnt, you expected these three
areas tobe in alignment. Afterall, they
are deeply Interconnected, which sug-
gesats seli-reinforelng dynamlies. But
1024 brought some unusual disper-
slom in this relationship that actually
widened, rather than narrowed, over
the course of the year,

Begin with geopolithes. 1n 2024, Rus-
sla secured a greater advantage in the
Ukraine war than the consensus fore-
casts of a year ago anticlpated. Similarky,
the human suffering and physical
deatruction resulting from the lsrael-
Hamas war in Gaza exceeded most
observers’ already-grlm expectations,
and spread to other countrles, such as
Lebamon. The apparent impunity of the
strong, together with the absence of
effective means of preventing dire
humanitarian crises, has deepened the
senge for many that the global order is

stories of pathen age

fund. tally imbalanced, and lacks
i

For GLP- 15 0n0e thekr BMI drops below a certaln number The reality ls without ongo-
Ing treatment, thi welght will come back — and with it, so will thedr patients’ dsksof
m.dltlnnsllhedl.abetmand hlgh Dald pmamcnnﬂng upwimawaym defineabe-

sityth,

That coubd ales help doctors as they try to answer another meamnlqueatlan_
When is someone’s welght los enough?

Mot long ago,obesity doctorsspent most of th | K
golng — thatifthey could sticksith thetr lifestylechanges, health benefits werewithin
reachy The worry |8 that thesed omly cau e tir lose fat but muscle,
o, and that they can affect nutrent intake Al of that must factor into the patient's

welght loss journey.

Bt doctors still lack a on the Aght way nxge o patient's abesity
using drugs. Should they akm for dered lalem-
athe metric) or boak at walsi-to-l t ratlo fan assessment of body fat distribution,
which is linked toleart disease TOrshould they abm forapectfic health markers?

anPJI.caung all a[lhblu thie question of GLP-1's bmaderheslthhl)el‘lm,snmeni
the ght lass,

The need I ls lan't mm«nl 1 litainile
disease] | dacrel d \der healthy. The advent
of drugs for Inwlmdwlemmjand b.lwd jressune and treating diabetes enabled
doctors to define watermarks for treatment. The difference with obeslty drugs,
thiough, Is patients tend to have strong opinkons on those goals, and they might not

[vwhat the data (or thelr doctor) says s best.

RHIMo. G bizhed b s

22185 Priv

d): 2687 . Chair dth

bl rolrails,

a\.g for domestic politics, upheaval
has been the order of the day In many
countries, Governments have col-
lapaed in both France and Germany —

Europe’s largest economies — leaving
the Europesn Unlon without political
leadership. And following Donald
Trump's vlctory in last month's presi-
dentlal election, the United States fs
preparing for a political teansition that
is likely to bring a significant increase
in the political influence of a new
“eountar-elite”.

Meanwhile, an “axis of conve-
nience” — comprising China, lran,
North Korea, and Russla — is seeking
to challenge the Western-dominated
internatienal order.
Other recent develop-
ments — from the

undermining growth, economic effi-

clency, and consumer confidence.
Andyet, stock markets have remaldned

relatl\-ely stable and dellveled hlgh

widened. In fact, global economic and
policyoutcomes as awhole are now sub-
ject to a larger possibility set, both
because medwmlde rlaks have grown

returns, Inclsding almast

eloses for the S&P Index. The US econ-
omy's exceptional performance |s a
mafor reason why. Far from weakening,
as most economiste expected, the US
pulled even further ahead. Glven the
amount of forelgn capital the US is
attracting,and the scaleof lts Investment
in the future drivers of productivity,
competitiveness, and
growth, itls lkely to con-

The apparent impunity (i, outperforming

andl " lons — such
aa In artificlal intelligence, life sciences,
ool security, ealth care, and defence —
could transform sectors and accelerate
productivity galne.

Abzent a major pollcy reset, my
baseline scenarbo forthe US ncludes a
somewhat lower Immediate growth
rate, even as the economy outperforms
its peers, and sticky inflation. This will
present the Fed with a cholee: accept
above-target inflation or attempt to
bring it down and risk tipping the
economy into recession.

Globally, economic fragmentatl.ou
will contimue,
diversify thelr reserves further away

from the US dollar and explose alterna-

tives oV ¥ Yields

on US 10-year government bonds — a

global benchmark — will edge higher,

trading mostly In the 4.7 5-5% range.As

For flnan.clal markets, they might find it
m

now-tmpeached South of the strong, andthe  ather major economies

Korean  president's absence of effective in 2025,

s dehitlon o meansofpreventing 01 52!

BAL AT creo, s doopaned b leamspig
@ collapse of Bashar ot deliver the soothing

al-dssad lhﬁﬁllm‘l In the sanse for many that 1. 7|5 |1

Syrla — have rein- polnt Interest-rate cuts

forced the impression the global wl' is that markets were pric-

that we are living at a fundamentally img i a year ago. This

time of exceptional imbalanced trend, too, s set to crm

geopolitical and politi- tinue: at

cal volatility. policy meeting, the I-ed

The last year also brought some
warrisome macroeconomic develop-
mente Europe's malalse has deepened,
as countries grapple with Jﬂwdglmh
and large budget deflcits. And China
has failed to respond credibly o the
clear and present danger of * Japanifi-
cation®, with unfavourable demo-
fraphlcs adebt nverhang and a pro-

onged property n

signalled fewer cuts In 2025, and a
higher terminal (long-run) rate,

But political and geopalitical up-
heaval — and the Imited proapects for
slgnificant improvements — does pose
arlsk to the endurance of US economic
exceptionalism, Even if the US contin-
ues autperforming its peers, as expect -
ed, the range nl'pmslhle autcomes, in
terma of both lon, haa

THE EDITOR

Free-falling rupee

Apropos of "Downward drift” (FE,
December 25), an artificially propped
up rupes s & very bad idea and the
Reserve Bank of India's atternpts to
stem the rupee slide by selling dollars
has only led to a depletion in the
diallar reserves. Financial markets are
impossible to control, and like water
thiy will find their cwn levels, The
Prime Minister's rermarks equating the
rupee's fall with the nation's prestige,

when he was the chief minister of
Gujarat, are now coming back to bite
him. Indications are that the policies of
S Prasident-ehect Donald Trump are
likesty by make the dedlar stronger and
adversely affect the indian econcmy.
Students may find it hard to fund
their studies abrosd and industries
dependent on imparts may find it
impossible to price their products
competitively. The govermmant
seems to be blissfully unaware of the
damage the falling rupee could cause

and is only satisfied that other
eurrencies are performing as badly,
==fnthany Henrigues, Maharashtra

Master storyteller who
inspired generations

The curtunha;come down on cae
of indiar most i

dneg to mabntaln thelr sta-
tus as the“good house® in a challenging
peo-econombe nelghbouthood.

This ks how things appear now, But,
beyond recognising the wider disper-
slon of possible economic outeomes in
2025, It will be cruclal regularly to test
whichever baseline one embraces
agalnst actual developments.

Copyrighe: Project Spndicate, 2024,
st project-spndicale.org

maovement, Benegal's films ke Ankur,
Nishent, Manthan, and Bhumika
redefined stonytelling, Hending
realism with social commentany. Even
in his later years, Benegal's legacy
endured, with Monthan recently
screened at Cannes, A master
storyteller, his films transcended

chapters with the passing of Shyam

Benagal on December 23 at the age
of 00 Known for his groundbreaking
contribution to the Indian New Wave

P

entertai it, sparking dialogue and
inspiring generations of filmmakers,
==hrmaresat Kumar, Hazanbagh

@rite to us st felatters@asp ressindia com

¥ Bhapday on behalfof M/ Tha Indian Exprazs (7] Lkd and printed st Bhaskar Print Manat, Surdey Ba. 168F, Chargodar-Bada Highway, Tal Sanand, Dist. shmesdabad and published at 3rd Flaer, Sambhav Heuse, Bodakdew, Abmadabsd- 380015,
o Vivech Goanka, Editor: Shyamal Majumed ar, Editar (shmedsbad | lyatsna Hum:g:r {*Responsible for sslection ofnows urdar tha PRA Act] © Copyright:Tha Indisn Exprass (F) Ltd Al rights resarved,
Rapred uction in any mannar, slectranic or ctharwisa, in wholear in part, d.



I’nul whoin The t.')i,l‘inf‘s!eeﬂ'(,llees.r charts

Business Standard

VOLUME X000 NUMBER 216
MEW DELHI | THURSDAY, 26 DECEMBER 2024

Trade thrust

Export promotion requires consistent and open trade policy

t has been reported in this newspaper that the Union commerce ministry

isin the process of having a meeting that will examine how six particular

product categories can have their export value increased, in particular

to 20 focus markets — most of which are advanced Western nations,
and akso Russia, Chma.a.nd]nd.oncsm_m energy and interest being displayed
by poli k racd on increasing Indian exports is welcome.
It is also good news that diplomats in this country, including ambassadors,
have been invited to discuss this strategy — too often, the senior-most mem-
bers of the Indian diplomatic corps think that trade promotion must take a
back seat to other aspects of their duties. The context for this effort, it is
assumed, is the recent cratering of India's merchandise exports, which reached
their lowest point in more than two years last month, Thus, a targeted export
strategy is being considered necessary.

It is already amply clear what is needed to increase Indian exports; the
government has to move forward on this reform agenda and take cognisance
of the nature of modern trade. Several of the countries on this list of 20 are, for
example, members of the European Union, The appropriate way to increase
exports to that region is obvious: An early conclusion of the free-trade agree-
ment (FTA) that has been long in negotiation. The idea that exports can be
increased without a tradeodt in terms of domestic-market access for potential
trading partners is completely outdated. Other regions, such as thc 'Ll'mu:d

OPINION 7

Let’s not miss the CPTPP bus

InTrump 2.0's uncertain trade landscape, India must act nowto
secure its place in the open,rules-based, and potentially largest

trade blocinthe world

he recent statements by President-elect

Donald Trump about imposing higher tariffs

on Impons from Mexico and Canada cast a
shadow aver two important aspects of global trade
— frlend-shoring and the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA). The former has clear
implications for all U3 allies that may have assumed
they would get an easler pass through the transac-
thonal bilateralism characteristic of Mr Trump's tar ff
hikes. The latter reveals a review and perhaps even
an unravelling of institutions and legislation under
Trump 2.0, even if they have been crafted to serve
Usk 15 in the past

States, are unlikely to sign FTAs, particularly under the i il
tration of Donald Trump. Given that, increasing exports to such regions
becomes a question of efficiency, competitiveness, and cost reduction. To
increase competitiveness, India must become part of global value chains, That
requuires, in turn, stable trade and tax policy. Variability in India's approach to
taxes and tariffs and the implementation of arbitrary quality-control orders
to check imports have hindered Indias entry into global value chains and
thus its ability to increase exports to high-end markets like the US.

Of course, on-the-ground reforms to business friendliness — from admin-
istrative toj reforms — arealso i But, for trade specifically, the
movernment's policy towards new agreements and even to international arbi-
tration has tobe clear. It is the basics that need to be fixed, not any detailed new
strategy. Itis thus to be hoped that the meeting, when it oeours, will also provide
this feedback to the govermment. Reform of trade policy has been long in the
making. Too much recent work in this direction has simply set targets, or
focused on wooing particular companies such as Apple Inc. This may or may
not pay off in a sustainable manner. The only way to persistently increase
export value is by ensuring that any company, large or small, has access to
elobal inputs and global markets with the minimum of regulatory and admin-

istrative intervention. This understanding would change the foundations of

India's trade policy, and increase exports to a permanently higher level.

Senior security

India needs an affordable elder care ecosystem

elebrations over India's demographic dividend a decade ago have
metamorphosed into concems at the ageing of India's population.
The current elderly population of India (those aged 60 and above) is
about 153 million. By 2050, just 25 years from now, this cohort is
expected to grow to a staggering 347 million. Indias population growth is
slowing, with total fertility rates falling below replacement levels in several
states, which means that the elderly will account for a larger share of the
Indian population by then; estimates suggest 4 range of 15 to 20 per cent.

There are many policy implications to this demographic transition, chief

ameng them being the creation of an adequate elder care ecosystem. So far,
however, this critical socio-economic dynamic appears to be acquiring a K-
shaped stracture.

A recent four-part series in Business Stamdard captured the rise of the
“silver economy”, demonstrating how insurance companies, construction
majors, medical conglomerates, and even software startups are devising
schemes and products for India’s sgeing middle and upper-middle class, This
suggests a shrewd reading of the future consumer market. But the sobering
reality is that these entrepreneurs address a relatively small proportion of the
population that has the financial wherewithal to afford swch products and
services. But as much as 40 per cent of the country’s elderly are in the lowest

wealth quintile and about 20 per cent have no income at all, For the bulk of

India's elderly and ageing population, the principal problem remains the loss
of income and financial security and the concomitant lack of access to health
care and elder care that follows. Poor and low-income families struggle to

Higher tarlffs on U:: and Mexco would violate
the USMCA, which is a preferentlal
trade agreement among the three
MNorth American economies that
substituted the North American Free
Trade Agreement in 2020. The
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022,
which offered preferential rules of
originto Mexico and Canada to pro-
muate regional supply chains, partic-
ularly in the electric vehiclas (EVs)
sector, too would stand challenged |
with this tariff hike.

Clearty, therefore, under Tump - STRAIGHT TALK

20, uncertainty will loom Large over
the glohal tﬁ emd:mmenl‘-tgel'rmn AMITA BATRA
an Indian trade policy perspective,
this necessitates a dsk diversification trade strategy
through i i, altermat
arrangements and/or agreements.

In the present context, Indla's options are from

b abcmial tindh

that s, the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF), the Reglomal Comprehensive
Econamic CEP).and the ¢ 1sive
and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).
Participation in all three would, of course, be the most
optimal path for risk diversification and ensuring
access to greater possibilit es of trade and global value
chaln {GVC) integration.
In the case of the IPEF, India is a member of
three pillars of the IPEF — supply chain, clemener

of the fourth pillar on trade. Although, given the

trade-Investment nexus underlying GVCs, there is

sufficient economic ground to push for India's par-

teipation in the trade pdllar. this may not be the

mast appropriate time to do so.
Theab

\teomes and the

non-binding and recommendatory nature of the IFEF
agreemnents make it a potent lally weaker instrument
of economic integration compared to an FTA or a
mega regional trade agreement. More importantly,
the IPEF s an executive agreement and Mr Trump,

inthe cours of hisdislik

‘While membership is open to all, formal applica-
i el
At 8 consensus o form awldnggrcmp for the initia-
tlonof the accesslon process. Furthermore, the appli-
cant natlon has to be willing and prepared to ahide by
the higher standards of the agreement as well as
demonstrated success in upholding commitments of
past trade agreements.

The fact that in the last six years there has been
only cne new member while many cther interested
economies have been left walting has led many to
question the long-drawn out entry process. Given the
Increasingly uncertain global context, there are already
sugpestions for a review ofthe entry process, and pro-
posals for a “one-time” collective.entry for all applicants.
arein the air.

It would be worthwhile, therefore, for India to put
in its application at this time. In case of a change in
process, India will not be left out of the potentially
largest, open. rules-based trade bloc In case of no
change in the entry process, the present geopolitical
cht:umstmcesnwy actually favour India's early entry

onomies

Aﬁ:rmﬂemm&hnnflnminpmllgmewlw
would, inaddition, bea signal of India’s intent and com-
mitment to undertake necessary wd upgrade
fts ob I in atignment with the highest

fior the Indo-Pacific arrangement, declaring that he
would "knock cut” the IPEF when elected. The sur-
vivability of the IPEF itself. therefore,
remains uncertain,
Asﬂmthekt‘;l—.?nnd meLI’JW
Indiahasb

global standards. An expression of interest to join the
CPFTPP would be a positive factor in Indla’s pursult of
attracting relocating multinational company Invest-
ments away from China, This has been evident in the
«case of Vietnam, which, belng a member of the CPTRP
and having an FTA with the ELL isa lead beneficlary in

not joining the [Drrnelamrm.duiruw
Ing from the agreement in 2019, This
is notwithstanding the RCEP being

the China+l MMC strategy of GVC diversifieation.
Finally, while it is true that the trade rules under
the CPT I':P are already set and India will not be a

open for India's lom and the
potential advantages emanating from
Its cumulative and common rules of
orgin, fostering deeper GVC integra-
tion. The CPTEE, on the other hand,
has thus far recetved littde, Ifany, pol-
Iy attention in India.

The CPTFPwas established in 2018
as an Asia-Pacific trade bloe with 11
member economies, including Japan, Singapore,
Vietnam and Australia, The UK, having acceded eardier
this year, 15 its 12th member. Seven members of the
agreement averlap with the RCER. China Enota mem-

inth It s worth pointl
that the LI"IW provides sufficient flexibility for each
country to negotiate its path and time perod for
attaining the necessary standards in different trade-
related domains.

S, there ks fexibility, 2= well as scope for domestic
reforms fior new members of the agreement. In the case
ofthe UK, for example, where there was internal diver-
snyolop il £ i il
Im‘-’esmm—reilned provisions, side betters have been
signed with some existing members, keeping in view
the provisioms of theirexisting bil ateral FTAs and invest-
ment relations, A carefil study of the UK ations

ber at present, though it applied for
2020, There ks a long queue of formal applicants nnd
several other economies, including South Korea,
‘Thailand and Indonesia, have informally expressed
thelr interest to join the agreement. The constituent

are Wourld Trade Organlzation (WTOphas,
and from providing a tariff-free market for almost
all goods and services and Investment liberalisation

for CPTPP will be helpful in this context.

Overall, in the increasingly uncertain global trade
context of Trump 2.0, a formal application for CPTPP
membership by India at this point has the potential
tooffer access to astable, rules-based trade order and
opportunities for increased economic integration with
atrade and GV dynamic trade bloc,

amongmember economies, they ensure high standards nmurm.u-ummfa\‘aw C.EEPpu.y’cmrdmumuq
and enforcement of, inter alia, investor protection rules,  Scivood of T af rlices
intellectual property rights, broad e-c COM- Trade Policy in the 202 Centiory, Rotledge: Lorsdon, 2022,
mitments and mechanism. Thevi

gy. and taxand anti-corruption — whil 1t

Areturn to trend growth

fter a blistering 8.2 per cent growth in gross

domestic product (GDP) last financlal year,

India ks now returning to its trend growth rate
of 6.5-7 per cent. Some moderation was antcipated
for three reasons: A lower fiscal impulse, interest
rates remaining elevated for 21 months, and tighter
lending norms.

‘The sharp deceleration in the second quarter of
2024-25 15 a blip caused by slower-than-expected
capital exper by central ar uments
due to the prodonged elections and the impact of
weather vagarles,

‘While the sconomy Is expected to recover in the
secand half, growth for this full finan-
cial year will be slower than initially
profected. The Reserve Bank of India
o forecasts 6.6 per cent, compared
with 7.2 per cent earller. CRISIL has

copewith elderly relatives suffering a range of age-related illn heart
and kidney problems, limited mobility, Alzheimer's, and dementia, to name a
few. An expanding lifespan and lifestyle changes such as growing nuclear
families and urbanisation are imposing new pressures on elder care in India,
resulting in a distressing rise in cases of outright abandonment of sick or dis-
abled elderly relatives. There is, to be sure, no shortage of laws and schemes
for the elderly.

Indeed, India was considered a frontrunner in terms of addressing the
imsue by coming up with its National Policy on Older Persons in 1999, three
years ahead of an international plan. Among other signature programmes are
the National Programme for Health Care of the Elderty (NFHCE), launched in
2010 to provide dedicated health care for the elderly, and the Maintenance
and Welfare of Senior Citizens Act, 2007, which made it a legal obligation for
children and heirs to provide maintenance tosenior citizens and parents with
a monthly allowance. The latter, & law shead of its time, also provides for a
fust-tracked and inexpensive mechanism for the protection of life and property
of the elderly, and the setting up of old-age homes to provide maintenance to
indigent senior citizens. Most of these forward-thinking policies on elder care
have foundered on poor implementation. More recently, the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana health-i agetoall
senior citizens aged 70 and above, irrespective of income. Being a relatively
successful scheme, this extension could well be a game-changer. But it should
be seen as the starting point of a robust system of humane, affordable elder
care that offers India’s ageing population a degree of security.

& ed a o its 6.8

per cent growth forecase.
Nevertheless, medium-term
prospects for India remain healthy.
GRISIL estimates average annual A.'_-
h theend of this decade

at 167 per cent. Typically, there are  DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI P,

three drivers of long-term growth:

Capital, labour and productivity. Higher productivity

means mu:eumputwithdn same inputs.
We from capital

Investments, which are r:ur:entl) driven by govern-

ment infrastructure profects and household invest-

ments. Infrastructure development Is critical For a

tions, which, by nature, are capdtal-intensive.

Additionally, CRISIL Research predicts new invest-
ments in serniconductons and energy transidon/elec-
trical wehicles will grow, reducing reliance on govern-
ment spending over time. However, this shift will be
gradual due to uncertainties from US tariff actions
and uneven domestle demand.

and Infrastructure, which are traditionally more car-

'botn Intensive than services. This makes decarboni-

hall Thus, India’s

ahilkyto manage the trade-off between high growth,

energy securlty, and energy transition is being tested.
Adroit palicy decisions will be key.

Technological breakthroughs in carbon capture,

Labour's togrowth Is expected to be
relathvely low in the base case due to Inadequate work-
fiorce quality and low fernale labour force participa-
tlon. While India’s female labour force participation
improved to 42 per cent in 2023-24, it remains low
compared to 60 per cent in Ching and Vietnam.
Irnproving education and job oppor-
tunities in labour-intensive sectors
oould enhance growth prospects.

Productivity, the third growthedriv-
e, will play an increasing role through-
out the decade. Improvements in

long-term storage, and green hydrogen are crucial for
a faster energy transitlon. For instance, the sharp
reduction insolar prices hasallowed India to adopt it
at a fast pace. But this will be a non-linear path. so
Angers c‘mssed India has rightly committed to net-

by 2070 Iddering its develop
stage and gluwth needs.

While energy transition s a long-tanm goal, urgent
attention s needed to adapt to shocks from climate
change. Rising termperatures, 8 seen in 2023 and 2024,
impact food inflation and monetary policy. Thisimpact
1 already visible in high food Inﬂalkm particularly

ible Inflation, which has hindered interest rate

physical infrastructure

and ongoing economie reforms such

a5 goods and services tax (GST) will
drive efficlency.

Among these, digitalisation has

the fastest since the pan-

demic, followed by infrastructure

development and economic reforms. Toe accelerte

growth further and remain :ump-etl.lhv! India must

cut! by the Monetary Policy Committee of the REL
‘The Committee targets headline inflation, which can-
not be lowered without taming food inflation.
CRISIL Ratings has assessed that intense heat-
waves have affected the collection efficlency of micro-
finance Institutions, increasing delinguencies.
Geopolitical uncertainties, rising tarlff wars, and
industrial policles to boost domestic production are

continue its i and propel
the PLI scheme. Digitalisation, being less capital-
intensive, in an enabling environment will foster inno-
vation and efficlency. The advent of generative arti-

developing v, a5 It not only dr

growth through higher multiplier effects but also
enhances the economy’s long-term growth potentlal.
MNotably, the government’s infrastructure push has
led to positive growth surprises following the Covid-
19 pandemic. However, Indla’s private corporate sector
has yet to fully engage in investment activity, despite
favourable conditions such as low leverage, reduced
corparate taxes, and benefits from government infras-
tructure investments.

‘W anticipate a measured Increase in private cor-
porate Investments as sectc asstesl and
benefit from ongodng infrastructure projects. The full
potential of the production-linked incentive (PLT)
scheme will manifest as it shifis to higher value-addi-

ficlal in promises productivity gains,
especially in repetitive tasks. GST neads further refine-
ment, including the inclusion of petroleum products
and alcohol. Labour and land reforms will boost pri-
vate corporate investments and enhance growth
potential when fully implemented.

Other loom as well. Cli hi
geopolitical uncertainties, including tariff wars and
insularpolicies, will test our mestle. Inchdentally, many
of the developed economies did not have to worry
about this during their transit to high-growth phase.

India’s pursuit of higher growth will crank up its
carbon footprint. as fossil fuels remain a key compo-
nentof its energy supply. Addidonally, India lsworldng
i shift its growth composition in favour of industry

gaining as countries focus on resilience
more than effi 3

This issue Is expected to heat upas Donald Trump
returns to power In the US, likely imposing tariff mea-
sures agalnst China. India, with & trade surplus with
the US, will need to stay alert to these developments.

Such tariffs will slow the Chinese economy and
intensify deflationary pressures. The resulting over-
capacity and lower prices will enhance the competi-
tiveness of Chinese exports, which will be a key factor
For India to monitor as it faces a large trade deficlt with
China. Lower tariffs on imports of raw maerh] and

anc s 10 Iz Thi will remain

signl.ﬂcm for value-added manufacturing.
Onething ks cerain, though: With so many moving

parts, policymakers will remain on their toes in 2025,
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