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Give and take

The India-UK. irade deal may set the
template for the EU and L 3

he Indiz-United Kingdom Comprehensive

Ecomomic and Trade Agreement (CETA),

signed by the two countries on Thursday,
is 1 good example of the give and take between
two large economies of comparable size. While
the ULK. has agreed to provide India duty-free ac-
cess to about 9% of its tariff lines, it has been
more conservative when it comes to the move-
ment of professionals. It has set an annual quota
of just 1,800 visas for niche professional roles
such as yoga instructors and classical musicians,
and the sgreement falls short of making commit-
ments on broader visa categories such as busi-
ness visitors or IT professionals. This was so-
mething India had been keen on. On the other
hand, while India has opened about 90% of its ta-
riff lines for duty-free import from the UK., it has
kept key agricultural products such as dairy pro-
ducts, apples, cats, and edible oils out of the deal
— key demands of the UK. Similarly, while India
has committed to reducing duties on automobile
imports by a substantial 100 percentage points
over time, these are subject to a graded quota ov-
er the next decade, which gives the domestic in-
dustry time to adjust. A sign of a good deal is
when both sides walk away happy but not satis-
fied. In any case, such bilateral deals should not
be viewed as a zero-sum game where one side’s
loss is another's gain, Enhancing bilateral trade is
in both countries’ interests, especially at a time
when the world's biggest trading powers are rais-
ing tariff and non-tariff barriers.

The UK. is a relatively small trading partner
for India, but therein bes ample scope for
growth. While at a macro scale the gains might in-
itially be limited, the sector-wise increases have
the potential to be significant. Sectors such as
agriculture, textiles, leather and chemicals are all
set to see gquick gains. There is potential for lon-
ger term benefits too. The UK. is a major gateway
o Europe, which i a much bigger trading partn-
er of India's. Goods destined for Europe could be
routed through the UK., and the duty-free arran-
gement will likely enhance this flow. Companies
in ather countries that already export to the UK.
will also start viewing India more favourably as
an investment destination so as to take advantage
of the duty-free access, It is now up to the govern-
ment to help Indian exporters scale up and com-
pete internationally. Another important consid-
eration is that such a deal sets the template for
future ones. The general trend is that the bigger
the economy being negotiated with, the bigger
the concessions given. The United States and the
FEuropean Union will now want more from India
than what it has conceded to the UK.

. .
Healing Manipur
Fragile peace demands political actors
pursue genuine reconciliation
T he impaosition of President’s Rule, once a

frequent and politically motivated tool of
the Centre, has declined considerably
since the 1990s. This welcome shift is a conse-
quence of S.k. Bommai, the landmark judgment,
the rising influence of regional parties in national
politics, and public revulsion to its misuse, In re-
cent years, its application has become rare, re-
served for genuine constitutional breakdown or
severe internal security challenges, such as in
Manipur. On Friday, President’s Rule was extend-
ed there by another six months, from August 12,
But few would contest the extension, as the
Centre is struggling to find a durable solution to
the ethnic conflict. Following the resignation of
M. Biren Singh and the fall of the BJP government,
there has been a discernible but fragile calm. A
erackdown on militant groups that had operated
with impunity has reduced open violence, and
some families displaced since May 2003 have be-
gun to return home., However, these positive de-
\'Elupu'nems are overshadowed by the unbridged
ted ethnic schism | the Kuki-
ZD and Meitei communities. The landscape of
Manipur is still carved up by buffer zones, rigidly
segregating communities. The political chasm is
just as stark: Kuki-Zo groups are resolute in their
demand for a separate administration, while har-
dline Meitei organisations persist with a. narrahve
that brands fellow citizens as “outsi
Administrative steps, particularly those that
reiterate de-weaponisation and a defanging of
militant groups acting for ethnic interests, must
continue. They not only break the aura of impun-
ity with which these groups function but will also
encourage moderates to raise their voices for re-
conciliation. During Mr. Singh's tenure, promi-
nent civil society activists seeking to halt the con-
flict by eritiquing the biased nature of governance
were hounded. But the administrative measures
to improve the rule of law must be supplemented
by poditical gestures. The EJP enjoyed support in
the valley and the hills when it was elected, but
has been unable to bridge the ethnic hostility.
This is largely because the party’s national les-
dership has shown little inclination to treat the is-
sue urgently, leaving it to civil servants and secur-
ity forces to tackle the problem. While the
continuation of President's Rule might seem inev-
itable in Manipur, its success should not be mea-
sured by the absence of violence alone. The
Centre's responsibility is to foster political condi-
tions to bridge the ethnic divide, but that respon-
sibility must be shared. Political parties and civil
society groups must defy the hardliners and be-
gin the painstaking work of reconcilistion. The
future of a peaceful Manipur will be written by
the initiative of committed political actors willing
to transcend ethnic divisions and work toward
the genuine healing of their fractured society.
M
K

Kargil, Pahalgam and a revamp of the security strategy

t is the 26th anniversary of the Kargil war

that was fought between India and

Pakistan in the icy heights of Kashmir, but

the memories are still fresh. It was also the
first 'live televised' conflict, which brought the
war (May 3-July 26, 1999) into the living rooms of
India. Victory was hard fought and won through
the sheer grit, the determination and the love for
‘Bharat’ that the Indian armed forces showed.
India not only evicted the Pakistani forces but
also forced Pakistan to withdraw and seek a
ceasefire.

All this sounds familiar and similar to what
happened recently, On April 22, 2025,
Pakistan-hased terrorists launched a terror attack
on innocent civilians at a popular tourist spot in
Pahalgam, Kashmir, killing 26 tourists (singling
out only the men). What followed next was the
most devastating punishment that India has ever
delivered on Pakistan's terror network in the
form of Operation Sindoor (May 710, 2025). In
four days of pin-pointed and extremely effective
strikes, the Indian military struck nine terror
bases across Pakistan and took out 11 military
air-hases in Pakistan, bringing Pakistan to its
knees in a matter of 96 hours. And if reports and
analysis are to be believed, India's BrahMos
missile strike on the Nur Khan Base in Pakistan,
at the foothills of the Kirana Hills, crippled a key
nuclear weapon storage facility too, Pakistan
made a request for an immediate ceasefire.

1f Kargil was 3 watershed moment for India in
its conventional fighting capability, Pahalgam has
set the bar against any future terror attack in
India. Over two decades, India has steadily
re-strategised its security policies, sending out a
clear message to Pakistan and the world that
India will not toderate any future mis-adventure.

The lessons from Kargil

The comtext of the Kargil war was set in a period
‘when India was tentative and vulnerable. It may
e recalled that India had declared itself to be 2
nuclear weapon state in May 1998, India's nuclear
tests prompied Pakistan too to test its nuclear
devices within weeks. All of a sudden, South Asia
‘was home to two muclear-powered adversaries.
India was threatened with economic sanctions by
the western countries for having gone nuclear. In
addition, India was not in a very strong position
due to its weak economy and a coalition
government at the Centre,

The fight against terrorism in Kashmir since
1990 and contimiing insurgencies in the
North-East led to the strengthening and the
modemnisation of India's military being put on the
back burner. Kargil also happened in the
backdrop of India's attempts at a reconciliation
with Pakistan — Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had travelled to Lahore in February
1999 in what became a famous bus-ride across
thee barder. This was also the time before the 9/11
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terror attack on the Twin Towers in New York
(September 11, 2001) and there was hardly any
suppaort for Indus fight against Pakistan-hased
terror in Kashmir.

Kargil was, therefore, a rude wakeup call for
Indlia, It was the first war between India and
Pakistan after 1971 and fought under the nuclear
overhang. It demonstrated that limited war was
still possible even between nuclear-armed states,
provided the escalation was controlled. A Kargil
Review Committee was set up which made many
key recommendations, Laying the foundation for
many structural changes that have taken place
over the years. One of the most significant
shortcomings highlighted was the intelligence
lapse. Neither military nor civilian intelligence
agendies had worked on the possibility of any
large-seale military infiltration by Pakistani forees
in Kargil. The absence of real time intelligence
and effective aerial surveillance led o a delayed
decision making and early losses. The war also

serious shortcomings in terms of
equipment, logistics and the operational
readiness of India's armed forces. India'’s troops
lacked the wherewithal to fight war in high
altitude areas as they did not have specialised
high-altitude gear, adequate artillery support, and
real-time communications,

The structural changes

A number of new agencies were set up such as
the Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) in 2002
and the National Technical Research Organisation
(NTRO) in 2004. Measures to strengthen
coordination between the Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), the Intelligence Bureau (IB), and
military intelligence wings were undertaken,
leading to 2 revamp of the National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS) and the Joint
Intelligence Committee {JICh. The appointment of
a National Security Adviser (NSA) oo was made a
permanent ficture in the strategic
decision-making hierarchy, headed by the Prime
Minister. There were many other institutional and
structural changes that were made in order to
enhance the intelligence set up in India.

On the conventional front, the Kargil war was a
timely lesson to modernise the military, in
equipment and strategy. There was a clear
realisation that India had few allies who would
assist it in a time of war; therefore, modernisation
and self-reliance had to be priorities. It bed to the
evolution of India’s “Cold Start Doctrine”, aimed
at rapid mobilisation and swift, limited incursions
without breaching the nuclear threshold. There
was great emphasis on mountain warfare
preparedness which included the raising of a
Mountain Corps in the Indian Army. The war also
highlighted the urgent need for joint coordination
between the three wings of the armed forces, a
unified command and operational coordination.
Some of these have led changes such as the

appointment of the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
in 2009 and the process of setting up integrated
theatre commands,

A key lesson from Kargil was the
modernisation of equipment and weapon
platforms, with an emphasis on home-grown
technologies and self-reliance in production. The
acquisition and the deployment of modern
weapon platforms such as Rafale fighters, Apache
attack helicopters, Chinook heavy-lift helicopters,
and 5-400 missile defence systems, home-grown
artillery and BrahMos missiles are some of the
results.

The long fight against terror

Unlike Kargil, which brought in massive changes
in conventional military, India was slow in
fighting terror proactively. For decades, Pakistan
kept hurting India without any heavy costs to
itself. Among the major terror incidents, the most
important was the hijacking of an Indian Airines
flight, IC-814 on December 24, 1999, just after
Kargil. In one of India’s weak moments, New
Delhi agreed to release dreaded terrorists,

The terror attack on Parliament, on December
13, 2001, led to a vear-long mobilisation of Indian
armed forces under ‘Operation Parakram’, but it
did not result in any direct punishment to
Pakistan. The 26/11 Mumbai terror attack
(November 2008) - widely considered to be
India's %11 moment - also did not lead to any
punishment for Pakistan.

It was only after the Uri terror attack
(September 18, 2006) that the sirategy of a fight
against terror began to take shape. The surgical
strikes were not only a strong reply but also a
statement of intent. Taking the intent further,
following the terror attack on a Central Reserve
Police Force convoy in Pulwama, Kashmir, on
February 14, 2019, the Indian Air Force (IAF)
launched strikes on a terror camp of the JeM in
Balakot (February 26, 2009). This was the first
time that the IAF had crossed into Pakistan
airspace to lunch a strike.

The recent Pahalgam attack has set a new
threshold. By striking key terror locations and
military assets deep into Pakistan, India has made
it clear that the era of restraint and patience is
over. Pakistan will have to pay a heavy price for
any terror attack hereafter.

From Kargil to Pahalgam, India has had wo
learn many hard lessons. The good news is that
India is no longer in any mood to relent. In May
2025, India's conventional military capability has
displayed what it is capable of. "Make in India’ is
bearing fruit, with many outstanding weapon
platforms being made in India now. Fighting
terror too has got a new meaning after Pahlagam.
However, the Indian political and military
leadership has to remain vigilant and stay ahead
of the curve. There cannot be another Kargil or
Pahlagam, ever.

The scientist who made ‘mangroves’ a buzzword

was primarily understood by the

communities that lived around them and
relied on them for Aishery resources and their
livelihoods. But today, the word “mangroves” has
become a bumwaord, whether in the area of
disaster risk reduction in coastal areas, climate
adaptation through carbon sequestration,
enhancement of coastal fishery resources, or the
conservation of shoreline bird sanctuaries, to
name a few.

The turning point

Although the United Nations Development
Programme and UNESCO initiated a regional
project on mangrove research in 1988, it was in
1989 that M.5. Swaminathan proposed a leading
role for mangroves in managing the impact of
climate change in coastal areas. At the Climate
Change and Human Responses conference in
Tskeyw in 1989, he explained that rising sea levels
due to climate change would cause a salinisation
of land and water resources in coastal aneas,
leading to the Loss of food production and
emplayment. A rise in the frequency of cyclones
due to rising sea surface temperatures causes the
loss of life, livelihoods, and natural resources, As
a response, M.5. Swaminathan suggested
immediate action for the sustainable
management of mangrove wetlands, This was
based on the principles of ecology, economics,
and equity as well as research on the utilisation of
mangrove genetic resources to develop new
saline-tolerant crops (by transferring genes for
salinity tolerance from mangroves o rice and
ather crops), A series of important developments
found M.5. Swaminathan playing a pivotal role in
mangrove restoration, conservation and
MANGEement,

Thanks to M.5. Swaminathan's initiatives, the
International Society for Mangrove Ecosysterns
(ISME) was established in 1990 in Okinawa, Japan
—M.5. Swaminathan served as its Founding
President till 1993.

He co-created the Charter for Mangroves and
included it in the World Charter for Nature,
prepared by the United Mations Conference on
Environment and Development in 1992, To this
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day, this charter serves as a basis for mangrove
conservation efforts at the global level.

The working plans prepared by the British,
and later by the State Forest Departments of

The ISME conducted an af the
economic and environmental values of mangrove
forests, including those in India, as well as the
current state of their conservation, The ISME also
organised 4 series of workshops on mangrove
conservation and sustainable utilisation,
published a manual of mangrove ecosystem
restoration, and produced a World Mangrove
Atlas, These activities, slowly but surely,
transformed the common perception of what
mangroves are: from an idea of them being
marshy land waiting for conversion to other uses
to their being central to a multiple-use coastal
ecosystemn. The 1SME is promoting applied
research, providing training o various
stakeholders, and acting as a centre of knowledge

0N MENgroves.

Global infrastructure for conservation
Another vital contribution of M.5. Swaminathan
was the development of the GLObal Mangrove
database and Information System (GLOMIS), a
searchable database cn mangrove experts,
research, and species, including the Mangrove
Ecosystem Information Services, which focused
on documenting genetic resources. In 1992, a
team of scientists surveved and evaluated 23
mangrove sites in South, Southeast Asia, and

Oceania over nine countries, with scientific
Tas 4 Ly

dent India, showed that attempis to
IE[DIE mangroves in clear-felled areas yielded
minimal results. On the other hand, local
communities were blamed for the poor results,
Here, researchers from the M.S. Swaminathan
Research Foundation, under the guidance of M.5.
Swaminathan, played a key role.

Participatory research during 1993 and in the
following years, first with the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department and then with other States and local
communities, revealed that changes in the
biophysical conditions of the mangroves, due to
the clear-felling system of management, were the
primary reason for their degradation rather than
resource utilisation by local communities. Based
on this scientific evidence, a hyﬂlu—emlﬂm:al
method of mang restoration — c
referred to as the fishbone canal method — was
developed and pilot-tested in the mangroves of
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and West
Bengal

I

'I‘hls method later evolved into a Joint

Mar Progi which the
then N Ministry of Environment and Forests,
evaluated in 2000 through a committee and
recommended for replication in all suitable areas.
This resulted in more investment by the Central
and State governments for mangrove restoration
and conservation. The immense role played by

inputs from M.5. i ish a
global network of Mangrove Genetic Resource
Centres. These centres are now conse
monitored and managed as ‘Protected Areas’ by
the respective governments.

At the national level, M.5. Swaminathan was
instrumental in revolutionising India's
management of mangroves, India has a long
history of mangrove management, dating back to
1783, However, this period was marked by
extensive cearance and reclamation of the
Sundarbans mangrove forests, primarily for
agriculiure and settlements. The practice of
clear-felling as a systern of mangrove
management was widespread in India from the
Eritish colonial period until 1980, when the
Indian Forest (Conservation) Act was enacted.

mang during the 1999 Odisha super cyclone
and the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, in reducing
the loss of life and damage to property and
natural resources, paved the way for valuing
large-scale restoration of mangroves, in India and
globally.

Rise in mangrove cover

Waorld Mangrove Day { July 26) is also an occasion
to look at whether there has been change. The
India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023 says that
the total mangrove cover in India is 4,990.68 lan?,
which accounts for 0.15% of the country’s tatal
peographical area. If one compares the 1SFR 2019
to the ISFR 2023, there has been a significant
increase, of 16,68 km?, in the country's mangrove
coverage.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India-U.K. trade deal

At a time when the global
economic architecture is in
tha throes of strass in the
wake of arbitrary, impulsive
and imperious salvos of
fiats fired by the Trump
administration, the

comprehensive trade
agreement between India
and the United Kingdom is
fresh air (Frant page, “India,
U.K. ink trade deal, extend
framework of ties”, July 25).
This pact should be used as
a template for similar pacts

with other countries such as
the United States as well as
the Eurapean Union.

Ravi Mathur,

Maida, Uttar Pradesh

Thailand vs Cambodia
It is shocking that there isa

flare-up in Southeast Asia, Dealing with China give it significant leverage in
between Thailand and India should exercise dealing with India. New
Cambodia. In a world that is | extreme caution in dealing Delhi must be very alert.
weary of conflicts, the with China. Seemingly Brltta 5.,

earlier this faceoff is
resolved the better it is.
R. Sampath,

Chennasi

peaceful gestures should
not lead to a Trojan horse
moment for India. China's
plan for a dam in Tibet will

s
Shvagangai, Tamil Nadu
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Wamen discuiss their debits in Debouli Chatti village in Darbhanga district of Bihar, SHASH SHEKHAR KASHYAP

In Bihar, a matter
of life and debt

In Bihar, increased borrowing from multiple sources, both institutional and informal lenders, has led 1o excessive
debt burdens. Borrowers struggle to repay loans with high interest rates while dreading recovery agents, who
intimicate and harass them. Sobhana K. Nair and T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan report on the lack of political
thrust on bringing in any regulatory mechanism in the State that is set o go to the polls later this year

Darbhanga

handra Devi, 53, holds up a loan slj
its creases more prominent than its
text. It states that she borrowed a loan
of ¥35,000, allegedly from RBL Bank, a
private sector institution, in May 2024, "1 have to
repay the loan and an interest rate of do taka
{2%)," Chandra declares. But the slip states that
the interest rate is a hefty 25% over two years.

Chandra is sitting in a mango orchard with a
group of women at Dekuli Chatti village in Darb-
hanga district of Bihar. Around her, children
climb trees under an overcast sky. Some of them
clamber to the top, others hang upside down
from branches. Their mothers sit on a yellow
plastic sheet spread over the grass. While watch-
ing their children’s antics, they share their strug-
gles on repaying dues. According to the 2022
caste survey of Bihar, 34% of households in the
State earn 16,000 or less per month.

In June 2025, Firamal Enterprises, an Indian
non-hanking financial company (NBFC) focused
on financial services, published a study. In it,
they stated that the share of Indian households
from economically weaker sections of society —
that is, those earning 1-2 Lakh a year — who bar-
rowed from formal channels, such as banks and
NBFCs, contracted by 4.2% between 2008-19 and
202223, At the same time, the share of house-
holds bormowing from informal or non-institu-
tional sources of credit, such as money lenders,
friends, families, and shopkeepers, grew by
5.8%. The data also shows that Bihar accounts for
the highest share (18%) of households in India
who borrow from non-institutional lenders. The
study was based on data from the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy, an independent
private entity that serves as an economic think

tank as well s a socioeconomic database.

However, many households that bor-

row from noninstitutional lenders also
borrow from microfinance institutions,
which are regulated by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), the country’s central bank.

The REI defines a microfinance loan as “a col-
lateral-free loan given to a household having an
annual income up to T3,00,0007, According to
Sa-Dhan, an REl-approved selfregulatory body
for the microfinance sector, there are 224 such
institutions in India.

While lpans from microfinance institutions
help impoverished across India, bor-
rowers are often unable to repay them and fall
behind. They also sometimes run away, fearing
that microfinance companies will demand repay-
ment using strong-arm tactics. As a result, many
households remain trapped in a cycle of debt.

When loans become nightmares

Chandra belongs to the Musahar community.
Musahars are among the 18 Scheduled Castes in
Bihar who were recognised as Mahadalits by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in 2007, They are so-
cially and economically the most backward
among Scheduled Castes.

Chandra says she doesn't know the name of
the bank from which she borrowed a loan; in-
stead, she identifies it by its location - Donar, a
locality in Darbhanga. “1 was asked to give my
Aadhaar card, nothing else,” she says, about the

process of sacuring the loan.

e
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The slip she holds says the loan was taken for
‘agriculture-livestock/diary/poultryfcattle’ pur-
poses, but Chandra, the mother of two daughe-
ers and a son, says she borrowed it for her older
daughter’s wedding,

Before the wedding, the groom’s family de-
manded a motoreycle as part of dowry. Chandra

mamey from the village mahajan (m-
ney lender). When that didn't suffice, she went to
awomen’s self help group (SHG). Finally, she se-
cured a loan, allegedly from REL Bank.

As Chandra’s husband has been out of work
for several months due to an illness, her family
depends entirely on the amount her son sends
home. "He sells apples in Kolkata, so he cannot
abways send money.” she says, “After all, everyth-
ing is s expensive these days™

Chandra also worries that she has a teenage
daughter who will "soon be of marriageable age "

Punam Devi, 42, who is also from the Musahar
community, keeps two documents close o her
chest. One shows that she took a loan of
40,000, allegedly from Pyramid Finserve, an
emerging NBFC, in July 2024, Punam borrowed
the loan for her younger son, who had been disg-
nosed with meningitis. The other document
shows that she borrowed another loan of
75,000, allegedly from Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank Limited, a commercial bank focused on
“providing banking and financial services, par-
ticularly to underserved and unserved sections
of the population, primarily in rural and semi-ur-
ban areas” This loan, borrowed to pay for treat-
ment of her husband who lost a leg in an acci-
dent, was cleared on March 23 this year with an
imterest rate of 28%, as per the document.

Punam says she had to pay installments every
fortmight. After her hushand’s accident, the fami-
ly*s income is now nearly negligible, making it all
the more challenging for them to repay the loan.

Both men were treated at private hospitals,
“We don't get admission in government hospi-
tals,” she says. The other women nod along.

Parvati Devi, 38, says her hushand works in
Bengalury, Karnataka, as a daily wage labourer,
He left 15 days ago and will return only next year,

“We had to borrow money for our eldest
daughter's wedding,” says Parvati, who also be-
longs to the Musahar community. “We borrowed
nearly 715 lakh from the local money lender four

Aloan recavery agent at Bhawanipur vllage in Darbhanga district.
AL CUHER LS HASHY AR

The recovery agent took away everything |
hiad — a table, a chair, my bed, the cooker, the
gas cylinder, and even my supply of wheat
fior the year. He stripped my house empiy
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years ago. Unable to repay the loan, 1 ook three
loans from three microfinance institutions.” Her
total liability amounted to £1.35 lakh and she had
to pay monthly installments of about T7,000.

‘Agents never fail to turn up®

Chandra, Punam, and Parvati sought loans for
weddings or for treatments in hospitals and
struggled to repay the amounts. Many of these
women accessed microfinance  institutions
through group lending. In this process, borrow-
ers form small groups and the members of the
group are jointly liable for each other’s loans.

Banks appoint agents to recover overdue loan
payments or outstanding debts, The women say
recovery agents never fail to turn up, and the
amount of money their families have is usually
never enough to meet the final sum.

This week, a recovery agent stood at Parvati's
door, threatening and abusing her the entire day.
“Iwas nat scared,” Parvati says. "1 shouted at him
as well. He said he would file a case against me. 1
toled himn, so be it” The recovery agent left only af-
ter she managed to put together the amount,
which fell short of 21,000, she says.

Mina Devi is due to pay her monthly instal-
ment of 12,450, but she is 150 short. "He (the re-
covery agent) won't take the amount until 1 give
him the full amount,” she complains. Mina wor-
ries about his response. “Last time he told me,
“Why don't you go to the road and beg? And in
the process if you die, the loan will be waived
off!" According to the REIL, when a borrower dies
and there is no collateral, the lender can recover
the amount from the legal heirs, and only up to
the limit of what the heirs inherit.

Mina's husband spends at least six months
working in the fields in Punjab, so she has to deal
with the agents on her own. *When a male mem-
ber of the family is not around, the agent hangs
around for hours.” she says,

Rekha Devi has three loans to repay, with the
total liability amounting o about 21 lakh. She
says, “He (agent) asked me why [ don't sell my bo-
dy if I have no money to pay the instalment.”

The women say the agents often threaten to
take away possessions they have painstakingly
collected over the years — beds, pressure cook-
ers, gas cylinders, even the odd plastic chair.

In Somini Devi's case, this became a reality.
Somini's hushand is no more. She has six chil-
dren — three daughters and three sons — and all
of them are married. She says she has been left
alone to repay the loans she borrowed for their
weddings and for other expenses.

“The recovery agent took away everything 1
hisd — a table, a chair, my bed, the cooker, the gas
cylinder, and even my supply of wheat for the
year. He stripped my house empty” When asked
if she reported the incident to the police, she
stares blankly. "How can we?" she murmurs.

The women say at least 20025 families in their
village aleme have fled fearing recovery agents. As
they start counting and naming the families, ma-
ny of them turn towards Pawan Devi.

Pawan took loans from five microfinance insti-
tutions for her son's wedding, but she has been
unahle to repay the amount. Pawan and her fami-
ly fled the village, spent maore than a year in Pun-
jab, and returned only last week.

Pawan cannot recall the name of the village
where she and her Exmily stayed. *Barring the bit-
ing cold, it was better there,” she says. “The lan-
dlord didn’t charge us for electricity or water.
There were clean toilets. And we had a regular in-
come working in the fields." Pawan says what she
cherished the most about her stay in Punjab was
the absence of recovery agents,

But the agents she dreads are now back at her

doorstep. “They come every other day. Some-
times they stand cutside for hours, Sometimes
they enter the house and start rifling through our
papers. The other day, they took away my son’s
Aadhaar card,” she says.

Around 30 kilometres away at Navtol village in
Bhawanipur panchayat of Darbhanga district,
Mahesh Kumar Roy, who says he is a recovery
agent with Muthoot FinCorp, is on his daily
rounds of the village. Mahesh, who hails from
Darbhanga, goes from house to house on his mo-
torcyele. He pulls out the sheaves of papers rolled
up between his motorcycle handles and runs his
finger along the names.

"Since 2022, when | joined the company, 1
have been given LI00 households to track. At
least 450 families who defaulted on their loans
have disappeared. | make regular rounds, but all [
see is Incked homes,” he says. Mahesh adds that
people “disappear only after they have paid 1516
installments™ and “after we have managed to re-
cover at least 60% of the principal amount”™

Mahesh prides himself as a "decent” agent.
Aware of the reputation that recovery agents
have, he looks at the crowd gathered around him
and asks them whether he is intimidating or
threatening, They all say ‘no’.

Rules on paper

The REI issued exhaustive guidelines in 2022 col.
lating the piecemeal directives it had issued ear-
lier. It said that the lenders must “provide the
flexibility of repayment periodicity on microfi-
nance loans as per borrowers’ requirement”.
That is, the repayment period of the loan must be
moulded to the requirements of the borrowers,
rather than the needs of the lender. To ensure
that microfinance loans do not unduly burden
the bormowers, the REI directions also include a
provision that says each regulated lender must
ensure that the monthly repayment burden of a
household should not exceed 50% of the month-
ly income of that household,

REI also has a separate set of guidelines for re-
covery agents, It defined what would be deemed
as harsh methods, such as use of threatening or
abusive language, persistently calling the borrow-
er andjor calling the borrower before 9:00 am.
and after 6:00 p.m., harassing relatives, friends,
or co-workers of the borrower, publishing the
name of borrowers, the use or threat of use of
violence or other similar means to harm the bor-
rower or horrower's family/assets/reputation, or
misleading the borrower about the extent of the
debt or the consequences of non-repayment,

However, the regulations on the interest to be
charged on these loans simply say that the nger-
est rates and other charges and fees on microfi-
nance loans “should not be usurious”, and that
the REL would scrutinise this aspect of the loans.

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Assam have
specific regulations for microfinance. Several oth-
er States such as Kerala, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh
have laws regulating money lenders, which also
include microfinance instinutions, Assembly elec-
tions are scheduled in Bihar in October, but there
is o palitical thrust in the State on bringing in
any regulatory mechanism in this regard.

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst, U.S., says it
is mot surprising that the RBI guidelines for mi-

nance institutions are not being implement-
ed since there is often a lack of implementation of
State policy. She also says there are fundamental
flaws in the microfinancing model. “While it
makes credit accessible for the poor, there is high
interest and lack of monitoring of how repay-
ment is ensured, which allows for threats, intimi-
dation, and pressure to take on multiple loans,”
she says. “In many places, linkages with banks
through the SBL (SHG-Bank Linkage Scheme)
have been provided, but these also provide limit-
ed funds. Only in States where these SHGs are ef-
fectively co-operatives that create income-gener-
ating  opportunities  (such  as  Keralas
Kudumbashree) has this been more successful ™
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Citizenship under
SUSPICION

Following the recent detention of residents of West Bengal by the Delhi police on suspicion of
being illegal Bangladeshi immigrants, Alisha Dutta finds out how an exchange of land parcels

between the two neighhx

s jolted when oil dro
n overheated kadhai hit
his arms on a sultry June afternoon,
Having absent-mindedly dropped a
chunky fish head into the wok, Karmakar, in-
stead of stirring, sarelessly held on to the
khtristi (spoan for g, in Bengali, while
staring at the speeding vans of the Delhi police.

For the 50-yearold, who has been single
handedly managing a Bengali eatery on the Del
hi-Haryana border, seelng the police vans was
nat new, Howeve the past few months, the
connotations have changed. “The Delhi police
would often enter this part of the highway o pa
trol or Folbow illicit Hguor traders, but now they
are looking for Bengali-speaking labourers who
work in brick kilns,” he says.

The road in front of Karmakar's shop leads o
Haryana and ends on the Rajasthan horder, with
bath siddes of the road dotted with brick kilns, He
siys in the 37 years he has been nlllnllu.: the e
tery, this is the first i
Bengali-speaking people. Police in plain clothes
have come by in the past few months asking
dbotit the mimber of Bengali-speaking people
coming to the shop and if he ever suspected that
nglacdeshis from their ilL‘u.'l:hi.

il
Byt {I:xllﬂub Following lllc'il ll 1, the police
comme tov sk questions,” he says, while sticring the
kbt Pull of sercher matha dive chovehord.

The police arrive

On the same day, about 15 km from his shop,
six Bengali-speaking persons from West Bengal's
Cooch Behar district were detained by the Delhi
police on suspicion of being illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants. While one of them was relessed two
days later, the remaining five were released six
days later following the intervention of the West
Bengal government.

The persons who were detained say they hail
from [inhata in Cooch Behar and were em
ployed as daily wage workers for 10 years in the
National Capital Region (NCR). They claim that
they used to reside in one of the 11 Indian en
claves located deep inside Bangladesh that were
exchanged with 51 Bangladeshi enclaves in India
as per the Land Boundary Agreement signed bet-
ween the two countries in 2015, Following the
agreement, they decided o move to Dinhata,

They say people living in the enclaves in India
waere given the cholee of moving to Bangladesh or
staying put and becoming Indian citizens. The
Delhi police had seen Bangladesh-related docu
rrients on the mobile phones of women and men
from this part of India.

Around 4 pam., on June 25, two vans of the Del
hi police zoomed into Vikas Bhatta, a brick kiln in
Jhajjar, Haryana, recalls Trilok Kamar, 50, the
maniger of the kiln. At least six police officers,

g nations in 2005 is

My brothers
and | chose
tos hescomae
Indian
cltheens,
while Anmmi
(mather)
and Al
(Father)
wished o
take thelr
last breath
Invour
ancestral
home in
Bangladesh
HIZALL
HAQUE

Oneal the

sl migrant

workers who
were detained

affecting those who opted for Indian citizenship

some in uniform and others in plain clothes,
stepped out and walked straight to the staff quar
ters, he says. “They did not stop to ol
questions about why they were here,” | s
Inside the cluster of bare-brick rooms, with a
comman kitchen and two bathrooms, the police
afficers looked around and asked for libourers

Ui

whao spoke Bengali, he re

umshul Hacue, Ri
ashida Begum, Ro-

asked to produce their government [Ds to prove
that they were Indian citizens.
“We informed them that the verification of

wach of the workers had been done by the
durgarh police (in Haryana). Yet, the officers of
the Delhi police said the workers were lying and
ook them away in their vans,” sayvs Trilok.

They were taken to the Shalimar Bagh police
station in Dell il detained on suspicion of be
ing ilbegeal Bangladeshi immigrants, he adeds,

As Trilok and his supervisor, Ajay Kumar,
paced up and down near the main gate of the
bhatti (kilnd, they received a call from the police
station, “The SHO (station hotse afficer) told me
that the workers had all confessed that they were
from Bangladesh and that they were to be de-
ported the next by flight. He said I must ar
range to send their f
station) by 10 that night,” s

Connecting families
Aday dialled the sole number he had of one of the
families of the detained persons in West Bengal,

He got in touch with Sharmeen Khatun, Sham
shul's 19year-old davghter, and told her that her
father and uncle, along with their neighbours,
had been pleked up by the police. He reassured
ber that they had not committed any crime.
Sharmeen was not surprised by the develop
ment, but was seared about what would happen
tor her relatives. “Treached owt o the West Bengal
Migrant Welfare Board and asked for help,” says

n
Ajay had given her, she had no other details for
close to 48 hours since the detainment. The West
Bengal government had set up the board in 2023
toe tanke care of the needs of migrant workers,

Aday aned Trilok booked a car and took the wife
and minor son of one of the detainees o the pol
fce station, “We packed all their documents
Aadhaar cards, voter 1D cards, land documents,
and travel passes (ssued by the In Hovern
ment to those who had changed their nationa
in 2015) = to show the police that they were i
siys Trilok.

However, when they reached the police sta-
tion at & pumn, the police allegedly ook the docu
menits and detained the woman and her child,

On Ju . Ajay recalls S2year-old Johurul get-
tingg out of an autorickshaw in front of the iron
gartes of Vikas Bha He had bruises on his legs
and hands, and they were swollen,” he says.

Joshurul broke down and claimed that the pal-
ice had thrashed him, says Ajay.

I:Jhunll says the police used a th i

tly hlltlnn the
soles of my feet and then n s, coereing me
tor iy that | was a Bangladeshi, but 1 stuck to the
truth,” he says,

He adds that the detainees were first kept ina
loek-wp at the police station and a day later taken
to @ detention centre near Azadpur Mandi, a
whelesale fruit and vegetable market in Delhi, “At
the detention camp, the men were kept separate
Iy from the wmmn and children,” e says.

Action and reaction
amoal Congress MD
headds the West Bengal Migr:
legges that the |lllgml1lh were harassed simply be-
cause they were "Bengalispeaking Muslims™
clatms that BJP-ruled States are hounding Be
Muslims by branding them as Bangladeshis,
On July 4, Deputy Commissioner of Police
(North West) m Singh smid be was told by
his subordinates that the six persons were picked
up from a railway station in Delhi. The kiln in Ha

Samirul Islam, who

Belongings at the staff quarbers ot Vikas Bhatta, o beick kil in Jhaj| ar, Haryana, fram where st Bengall-speaking
milgrant workers were detained by the Delhi police on June I5, SUSSHIL KUMAR VERHA

ey
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Ay Kurmar, the superviscr at Vikas
Bhatta, in Jhajjar, Maryana, painting to
the area |n the brick kiln where the police
allegedly enbered. SUSHIL KiMAs VERMA

when they were trying to flee,” he said.
whao work in the brick kin have been Ir.ndm: the
city ever -:Inu- the monsoon hit the northern
States,” .
This is r.l;llld rel practice as the kiln is shut
through the r:
six workers were from Bagerhat in Bang
O July 9, he admitted they were il
tadned” and that people should not be kept in de
tention for more than 24 hours, "However, we
never |Jl‘|ll up anyone, even if it is proved that

He said the six had produced their Aadhaar
cards, but the document is no longer considered
aproof of Indian citizenship. “People must have a
vaster 1D eard to prove that they are from India ™

Ins the first term of the Prime Minister Naren
dra Modi-led National Democratic Alliance go
vernment at the Centre (2014-2009), there was a
puish For Aadhaiar cards, Many goveriimerit F
ties were insceessible unless an Indian national
passessed the document,

Singh said while all six detainees were re
leased after their documents were verified, they
“confessed” that they were originally from Ban
desh. He also said the police found call detail
rels and monetary transactions laked to mo
hile numbsers in the neighbouring country.

Bengalis in Delhi
Rizaul confirms this, “They found Bangladeshi
documents on our devices because five of us
cleshi citizens il 2005, After the Land
iy Agreement, it was left to us to choose
which country's citizenship we wanted," he says,
The 42-year-old adds that while they tried tell
ing the palice the full story, the investigators did
ant vo listen.
acdds that the transactions were money

transfers to his ageing parents, who live in the
Phulbari subdivision of Bangladesh, Rizaul is one
of the 922 people who registered il
Indian citizenship in 2015,

"My brothers and [ chose to become Indian o
ither)

names for

tizens, while Ammd (mother) and Abbi
wished to take th
home in Bangladesh,” says B

Tl hl:l'lmlly |lJlI|'Id<l |vhu' in 1.'I|11Im<|. wh ||L'H."\'

d Mekhliganj.

In August 2024, sources say the Ministry of
had ordered o Imlltrlwddr tr.!r.k

Homae Affa
dlewn on Barg) s st
India. Bengali and Banglacdeshi language, food,
and dress habits are similar,

A senior official of the West Bengal govern
ment says on condition of anonymity that those
wha hail from the enclaves hive been struggling
mare than other Bengalis. "The sight of an old
Bangladeshi  document
enough for officials to harass .md later deport pe
ople who possess them,” he s

O Juily 2, Sharmshiil and lhl. hu others board
wd a train back to their home town,

“In 2016, when | got this job offer, | gathered
some of my neighbours and brothers from my vil
lage and set out for work in Delhi and Harvana.
However, we have to leave now as we are being
targeted for speaking Bengali and wearing lun
iz, he says, unsure of their future,

Shamshul, who s a contractor,
mile up to T300 a day in West Bengal, but there
is no regular work, In the NCR, they can make up
to W00 a day, with guaranteed work.

Rizaul agrees, saying they would not have put
thedr safiety at risk if there was work in their home
State. "After the monsoon, despite the risks, Twill
consider going back. How else will [ feed my wife
and children?™ he says.

The government official says almost all men in
West Bengals villages work outside the State,

alisha.dgthehindu.codn
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Spanning 158 krn, the ORR has developed its own map af d.

ger-specific kil

kErs

Engineered for
speed, not safety? The
-cost of a fast corridor

Hyderabads 158-kilometre Outer Ring Road has seen over 30 deaths in 2025 so far and 369 fatalities over the
past five vears — numbers that point to a deeper malaise than mere driver error. Road safety analysts warn that
most accidents stem not from a single mistake but a chain of preventable errors such as speeding, poor lane
discipline, misuse of road shoulders and inadequate driver raining, Lavpreet Kaur and Naveen Kumar drive
the full circuit in 90 minutes to uncover why this high-speed corridor keeps turning into a scene of ragedy

he passport had come in the morning,
The trip was booked. The dream was
days away.

On the night of May 9, Deepesh
Agarwal (23) slipped out for a drive with his
friends Sanchay Malpani, 22, and Privanshu Mit-
tal, 23, in his gleaming new Tata coupe, a birth-
day gift from his parents just five months earlier,
They had only just begun paying the EMIs. By
dawn, the car and the three young men were re-
duced to ashes in what is now being called one of
the most gruesome crashes this year.

The trip to Turkey, planned for May 10-20,
was to be Deepesh’s last hurrah before settling
down and focusing on his career. “Just let me go
on this one trip, and after that, Twill do whatever
wou want,” he had promised his mother, Indu.
But fate had other plans.

An inconsolable Indu recalls how Deepesh,
the eldest son in the joint family, had abwsys been
ambitious and enterprising, 1 never stop him
but that night, 1 just felt something. [ told him not
to go. He said he was just meeting friends near-
by,” she says, sobbing,

Arcund 1 pam. that Friday, the trio had set off
on a late-night drive on the Outer Ring Road
(ORR), from Shamshabad to Ghatkesar, Almost
three hours later, their car rammed into a goods
carrier parked negligently, without hazard lights
near Gandi Cheruvu bridge. The collision
sparked a fire, likely to have started from the car,
and engulfed both vehicles. Police later said the
goods wehicle driver, Erukala Krishna, had
stopped to help another trucker whose fruit
crates had spilled on the road. But his failure to
alert oncoming traffic proved fatal, said an officer
from Abdullapurmet police.

Sanchay had already packed his bags, His
flight to the 1.5, was just weeks away.
of hard work, the 22-vear-old was finally headed
abroad to pursue MBA- a dream he had chased
with guiet determination. But that night, eve-
rything changed.

His uncle Ram, who was in Spain when the call
came, still remembers the moment his world
crumbled. “The ground beneath my feet shifted.
Sanchay wasn't just the youngest earning merm-
ber in the family, he was the brightest. He had al-
ready stepped in to manage our family's tyre bu
siness, something we have built over generations,
He had so many plans. It's all gone now,” he says.

Grief now lingers at the Malpani residence in
Hyderabad, a sleek four-storey home onee alive
‘with chatter. Malpani’s elder brother Pranav, sit-

ee

Driver
hehaviour
hias not
evolved with
bemer roads
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vehicles.
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without
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ting quietly near the entrance, shares, "H

he was stepping out to grab a bite with his
friends. It was late, but that wasn't unusual. He
and Deepesh were very dose.”

Deepesh and Sanchay are among the 31 peo-
e killed on the Outer Ring Road (ORR) in the
first four months of 2025 alone. The high-speed
expressway, desi| to make commuting faster
and safer, has instead become a death corridor.

Arcaund mid-July, five men were killed in a si-
milar late-night crash near the Bonguluru exit,
their car slamming into a slow-moving lorry.
When police arrived, the vehicle was a mangled
cage. The truck driver had fled.

Year after year, the numbers outpace the
warnings. Data from the Cyberabad Commis-
sinnerate shows 36 fatal accidents on the ORR in
20, resulting in 44 deaths. The toll rose in 2023
with 42 fatal crashes and 51 deaths, and re-
mained high in 2024 with 42 accidents and 49
deaths, The first four months of this year have al-
ready seen 16 deaths,

Rachakenda's numbers mirror the trend: 185
lives lost and over 540 ed on the ORR in five
years. Despite brief dips in fatalities, the road has
remained perilous with 2023 emerging as the
deadliest yet with 51 deaths. In 2024, the death
toll remained at 49, but injuries surged to 158, the
‘highest in the fveyear span. And 2005 is already
off to a grim start with at least 15 fatalities and 38
non-fatal crashes.

Yet, enforcement gaps, poor signage and reck-
less driving continue to be overlooked, until the
next crash forces the headlines.

A pattern of peril

A deeper look at five years of ORR crash data re-
veals chilling patterns. Some are consistent
across commissionerates while others are mare
region-specific but one trend is undeniable: the
early morning hours, especially between 3 a.m.
and 6 a.m., are the deadliest stretch of the day.

In Cyberabad, 46 accidents occurred during
this window in 2021 alone. Though numbers
dipped to 16 in 2022 and 15 in 2023, the risk per-
sists, driven by fatigue, low visibility and reckless
speading on near-empty roads.

Rachakonds echoes the pattern. In 2024, five
fatal crashes were recorded between 3 and 6
a.m. — the same number as during the 9 a.m. to
noon slot, making them the deadliest periods.

Sundays and Thursdays also stand out as the
most accident-prone days year after year. In 2021
and again in 2023, Thursdays wpped the charts

ks, Topping the list = the 144.5-km stone, now infamais for seven deaths and eight injunies, making it th

with 40 and 22 accidents, respectively. Sundays
consistently followed close behind, likely due to
late-night returns or weekend outings ending in
I A
Heavy vehicles are at the heart of many of
these crashes, In Cyberabad alone, trucks were
involved in 519 accidents over five years, leading
to 119 deaths and 436 injuries. Rachakonda's
2024 data show a similar story — trucks account-
ed for 26 of 53 recorded accidents. But it is car oc-
cupants who bore the brunt, and 39 of those
crashes resulted in fatalities or injuries for those
in smaller vehicles.

Two-wheelers, despite being officially banned
on the ORR, remain a stubborn presence. Cybe-
rabad logged 25 such cases from 2021 to 2025,
nine of them fatal. The numbers vary — three in
2021, seven each in 2022 and 2024, and already
four deaths in the first four months of this year,

In Rachakonda, pedestrians, mad workers
and even lorry drivers have been among the less-
erreported victims. In one instance, a lone two-
wheeler rider was fatally hit by a truck.

Most of the accidents happen in the dead of
night, says Cyberabad traffic inspector G. Guru.
waiah, when enforcement is lax and riders tend to
stray onto the expressway, deliberately or not.

The data makes one thing clear: stricter sur-
veillance, better signage and physical deterrents

at entry points are

urgently needed,
” especially  during
the off-peak hours
The problem isn't just :-L:::lin [Mm'
the driver, it is flawed Spanning 158 ki

road design_ Safery lometers, the ORR
must be built into the has developed its
road. not added later. own map of dan-
MADHAV AL ger — specific kilo-
CEO of WRI Indla metre  markers

where tragedy re-

peatedly strikes. Topping the list is the 144.5-kilo-
metre stone, now infamous for seven deaths and
eight injuries, making it the single deadliest point
on the expressway.

Nod far behind is the 14-kilometre marker, with
ﬁv! deaths and eight injuries reported over five

The l-kilometre point is another high-risk
zone, with two fatalities and seven injuries, fol-
lowed closely by the 142-42.5 kilometre and 40.5-
41 kilometre stretches, both of which have seen
recurring accidents.

The &l-kilometre segment of the ORR within
Rachakonds jurisdiction is especially complex. It
spans two traffic zones: Trafhe! (Yadgaripally to
Musi Bridge) and Traffic-11 (Musi Bridge to Har-
shd‘guda) Though seven toll gates — Keesara,

. Taramatipet, Peddamberpet, Bon-
j’;lﬂD\T. Ra'\rlrdla and Thukkuguda - dot this
stretch, they have done little to rein in the death
toll.

Officials admit that current interventions are
insufficient. Poor lane discipline, inadequate
monitoring of heavy vehicles and unchecked
speeding continue to make these zones lethal.

ORE's emergency network

To improve emergency response, 16 Trauma
Care Centres (TCCs) and 10 Advanced Life Sup-
port (ALS) ambulances have been set up along
key interchanges on the ORE. Launched in 2020
by Hyderabad Growth Corridor Limited and now
managed by TOT concessionaires, the system is
run by two major healthcare providers — Apollo
Hospitals and Yashoda Healtheare,

Apaollo Hospitals manages five TCCs with am-
bulances at Pedda Amberpet, Bongulury, Tukku-
Buda, Shamshabad and TSPA, and oversees addi-
tional centres at Taramathipet, Raviryal, and

Ingle deadl OPAL

paint o the expr

Pedda Golkonda without dedicated ambulances,
Yashoda handles a similar mix: five ambulance-
equipped TCCs at Kokapet, Patancheru, Dundi-
gal, Shamirpet and Ghatkesar, with centres at
Kollur, Sultanpur and Medchal operating without
ambulances,

Each centre, located within wil booths, has
two beds, Hfe-saving equipment and telemedi-
cine support for realtime consultations, ALS am-
bulances, staffed by trained paramedics, cover 8-
kilometre stretches and meet national care

Emergency care is free. Since launch, over
5,300 accident victims have been treated - 1,200
stabilised on-site and 2,000 given first-aid before
being transferred to hospitals like Osmania,
Gandhi, Apallo DRDO and Yashoda,

Fast roads, slow reforms

“The problem isn't just the drives
roud desipn,” says Madhav Pai, CEO
which works with local and national govern-
ments, businesses, and civil society to address In-
dia’s development challenges. Built for speeds of
120160 kmph but with much lower posted limits,
the mismatch creates risk even for law-abiding
drivers, he points out, adding: “Safety must be
built into the road, not added later,” he adds, call-
ing for regular safety audits, better signage,
speed-calming measures like rumble sirips and
alignment of design and legal speeds, especially
as developments such as new land use, banguet
halls, hotels and service roads change traffic
patterns,

His WRI colleague Srinivas Alavalli advocates
for continuows monitoring using cameras, speed
detectors and signage that warns drivers of acd-
dent-prone zones and shares realtime accident
statistics. "People need to see the cost; every
death should be part of the public conversation.”

On the other hand, road safety author and
driver-training coach Naresh Raghavan believes
driver behaviour is the primary cause of the acci-
dents. “Driver behaviour has not evolved with
better roads and faster vehicles. People drive po-
werful cars with minimal training and licences
are issued without teaching the basics."

Speeding causes over 70% of ORR crashes, he
says, pointing to reckless overtaking, poor lane
discipline and sbow drivers clogging fast lanes as
major triggers. Even with signage, entryjexit
ramps confuse undertrained drivers.

“In other countries, driving tests train you to
make decisions at high speeds, for instance, tak-
ing the next exit safely if you miss one. That level
of training is missing here"

Drunk driving remains another threat. Cybera-
bad police issued 173 challans by April 2025
alone, 119 of those at one spot — Rotary Circle-I1
These numbers stood at 423 challans in 2023 and
371 in 2024. “Alcohol dulls judgment and motor
skills. The idea of hitting high speeds at night af-
ter a long day, and possibly a few drinks, is a re-
cipe for disaster,” Raghavan says.

He criticises the push for “seamless driving,”
which often means fewer patrols. “Abroad, patrol
vehicles follow suspicious drivers and conduct
muohile sobriety checks. We don't have enough
patrol vans on ORR, or even in other major In-
dian cities”

Raghavan says most ORR crashes aren't
caused by one mistake; it is a chain of poor ded-
sions, many of them entirely preventable. He also
underlines the deadly misuse of the road shoul-
der. “That solid white line on the left marks a
shoulder; it is not a driving lane. It is for emergen-
cies only. Parking there requires hazard lights
and warning cones placed 50 to 70 metres be-
hind. But when people overtake via the shoulder,
it often leads to underrun crashes, where survival
is almost impossible”

+
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uring property to trap wild boars. SURESH ALLEPPEY

Walking into a death trap

Hlegal electric snares set up by farmers to ward off wild animals claimed two lives, one a 15-year-old, in the past two months in different parts of Kerala, Farmers are required o seck
permission before installing electric traps, but that stipulation is seldom abided by, They just focus on crop protection, using the cheapest option available. Sam Paul A gives an overall picture

modest single-storey house stands be-

side the Chavadi-Koduvarachira road

in Ward 9 (Puthanchantha) of Thama-

rakulam grama panchayat near Mave-
likara in Alappuzha,

A banner hangs on the compound wall facing
the road, bearing a photograph in tribite to 63-
year-old Sivankutty K. Pillai. On the morning of
June 16, during a routine visit to his agriculiural
Relds just a few hundred metres from his bome,
Pillai was electrocuted by an illegal electric snare
set on a neighbouring property to trap wild

Though nearly two weeks have passed since
the incident, grief still hangs heavy over Prasan-
nat B , Pillai's home, Mg earlier, re-
latives and neighbours had gathered there for the
post-cremation rituals at his home, His son
Shyam S.K. Pillai, who returned from abroad fol-
lewinig his father's death, i sweeping the veran-
da, his face etched with sorrow. Inside the house,
Pillai's wife, Shobhana Kumari, lies on a cot, ex-
pressionless and weary, She has been bedridden
tor the past few years.

“0n that fateful day, he went out, like he did
every day. 1 still cannot believe he is gone. My
husband was my sobe helping hand. Now 1 lie
here, unable to move, and have to depend on the
children for everything = even tolift me. Everyth-
ing feels empty without him," says Shobhana,
her voice trembling,

At the property where Fillai was electrocuted,
a few coconits still lie on the ground; coconuts
he had picked from his land on the way to an ad-
jacent plot, which he also owned. His daughter,
S.K. Saranya, vividly remembers her father's final
moments,

“It was around 8 a.m. when 1 received a call
fram someone informing me that my father had
suffered an electrie shock. When 1 arrived, he
‘waes lying on the ground, Tears were rolling down
his cheeks. He was unable to speak. 1 gave him
some water, Though we rushed him to a nearby
hospital, he couldn't be saved,” recalls Saramya,
her eyes brimming with tears, Saranya says her
Fither was unsware of the ebectric snare that had
been set up on the property.

A lapse that proved costly

Following the incident, the Nooranad police ar-
rested Johnson Cheravilayil for illegally installing
the electric snare. Sources said that Johnson had
been setting up electric traps on his property for
sorme time, but failed to disconnect them on June
16. Sivankutty's death is not an isolated incident.

Two recent incidents expose the deadly risk of
illegal wild boar traps: a 15year-old boy named
Ananthu was electrocuted at Vazhikkadava in
Malappiiram on Jufie 7; two others were infuned.
The incident had triggered widespread outrage.
A few weeks later, an elderly woman sustained
severe injuries inoa similar incident at Vaniyam-
lulam, Palakkad, on July 5.

Dipeesh and Maneesh still shudder with an-
wuish, haunted by the tragic fate of their friend
Ananthu. On that evening, as the campaign fer-
wour intensified ahead of the June 19 Nilambur
byelection, the five friends were fishing in a canal

e

Electrocution
From electric
fences can be
avilded if
farmers
Install fence
energser
equipment,
which
transforms
electrical
power into
brief,
high-voltage
pulses

L VINOD
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Inspecios, 1

Griefin the alr: The scene outside the howse of Ananthu at Vazhi
electrocuted on June 7 after accidentally coming

at Varhikkadan when disaster struck, Ananthu’s
accidental contact with a live wire connected to
the overhead power cable proved fatal.

“It was a cruel twist of fate, a heart-wrenching
moment for us. We were powerless as the very
thing meant to snare wild boars - stolen power -
elaimed our innocent friend,” recall Dipeesh and
Manesh, Their voices were heavy with grief!

Ananthu’s tragic death triggered a wave of
sympathy as politicians of all stripes rushed to
console his hearthroken parents, Yet, the initial
media storm surrounding his electrocution dur
irgg the bypoll quickly dissipated. A few weeks la-
ter, Ananthu's memaory has faded. His name has
been reduced o just another entry in the grim
ledger of electrocution victims.

Tragedy struck Arampotiathu Prembkumar's
family at Vaniyambkulam on July 5. He had set up
a live wire trap in his compound to catch wild
boars, unaware that his 689year-old mother Rat-
na Malati would become its next victim.

Ratna accidentally touched the trap, and the
horrifying consequences unfolded. Prembumar
woke up to a nightmare: his mother, severely
burned and fighting for her life, ronically, Prem:
kurnar, who is accused by police of being part of
a gang that uses stolen power to catch wild boars
for meeat, inadvertently tumed his own home in-
to a death trap.

61 deaths in three years
Indeed, data from the Department of Electrical
Inspectorate (ED show that "inaithorised” elec
trie fencing claimed the lives of 61 people and in-
jured six in the State between 202122 and 2024
25, This includes 24 deaths in 202425 alone,
with Palakkad district accounting for 10, fal-
lowed by Thrissur (5), Malappuram (3, Patha-
namthitta (2), and one each in Alappuzha, Thin
vananthapuram, Kollam and Kannur,

G. Vinod, the Chief Electrical Inspector of E1
says that permission from the inspectorate is
mandatory for installing electric fences meant to

keep out wild animals from farmlands. However,
many farmers are using illegal electric fences,
which are either directly connected to the Kerala
State Electricity Board power line or domestic
power supplies.

Energiser, a solution

“Electrocution from electric fences can be avoid-
ed if farmers install fence energiser equipment,
which transforms electrical power into brief,
high-voltage pulses, Coming into contact with a
fence connected to an energiser will not be lethal
fior hurmans ar andmals. At the same time, it effec
tively deters animals from entering the secured
area,” he says, adding that an 151-certified fence
energiser costs around 110,000,

The EI has also initiated the formation of ward-
level committees comprising KSEB officials, pan-
chayat members and representatives of resi-
dents' associations to identify and report illegal
electric fences,

"We will also launch awareness campaigns
with the help of local agricultural offices to dis-
courage the installation of illegal electric fences
and encourage farmers to seck permission before
setting up fences. The E@ has released a set of gui-
delines for installing electric fences with energis-
ers,” Mr, Vinod adds,

The broader issue of conflict

While steps are being taken to check the installa-
tion of illegal electric fences and prevent casual-
ties, their continued use highlights the braader is-
s of rising human-wildlife conflict in Kerala.
Experts point out that a host of factors, induding
shifts in eropping patterns, alterations to forest
eoosystems, and human encroachment into tra-
ditional wildlife migration routes, are leading to
crop damage by animals and increased animal

grression.

Between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025, the
Forest and Wildlife department approved an
amount of 17 crore as compensation to victims of

kkadavu, Malappuram, when his body was brought home. The bay was
into contact with a live wire connected to an overhead power cable. SAKEER HUsSAaM

sew

wildlife attacks. This inclades compensation for +

crop and catthe loss, human deaths and injuries
and damage to houses and other property. Dur-
ing the same period, the department received
6,273 applications seeking compensation for
crop loss, of which 2,350 have been approved,

It i a fact that human-wildlife conflict has in-
creased in the State. However, if we look at the
deaths caused by electric snares, all of them have
oceurted due to illegally installed electric snares,
Under no cireumstances should the illegal instal-
lation of electric snares be permitted. Farmers
should install fences by following the govern
ment-ssied specifications. This will help keep
animals away and prevent electrocution of both
humans and animals,” says a State Forest depart:
ment official

Proposal for scientific culling

Amid ongoing humanwildlife conflicts in the
State, the Kerala government is mulling over a
proposal to bring in legislation to permit scientifs
ie eulling of wild animals, particularly wild pigs,
which pose a threat to human life, damage pro-
perty, and destroy agricultural land.

“There have been continuous efforts to amend
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, A resolution
was passed in the Legislative Assembly, The Un:
ion Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change was approached several times and in-
formed of the situation in the State, but o no
avail. We have prepared a draft Bill, which was
vetted by the Advocate General, It has since been
forwarded to the Law department for scruting”
says State Forest Minister AK. Saseendran. The
genvernment hopes to present the Bill in the nest
session of the Assembly, he says.

With complaints of crop raids by wild pigs
pouring in, State Agriculture Minister P, Prasad
stggests setting up a volunteer foree comprising
retired police and military personnel with gun -
cences to shoot the maranding boars, Mr. Prasad
also says that vacant plots overgrown with vege-
tation in residential areas should be cleared using
workers under the Mahatma Gandhi National Ru-
tal Employment Guarantee Scheme, and that ko-
cal vigilanee committees formed to address the
menace.

“The State government has declared human-
wildlife conflict a Statespecific disaster. Four
committees have also been formed. The State
committee includes the Chief Minister, four Mi-
nisters, and the Chief Secretary. In addition, sub-
committees have been formed at various kevels,
These committees will coordinate various de-
partmental activities in emergencies involving
human-wildlife conflict,” says Mr. Prasad.

As the State grapples with rising human-wil-
dlife conflicts and the dangers posed by illegal
electrie fencing, the family of Pillai remains in-
consolable. "We want justice to be served and the
guilty punished,” says Saranya, People like Sars.
nya, who are caught between live wires and erop-
raiding wild beasts, are looking for a permanent
solution to the vexing issue that has upset their
lives.

(With ispaats from Abdul Latheef Naha in
Palakkad)
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Trade triumph

India-UK

CETA sets the stage for US, EU pacts

he Comprehensive Economic and Trade

Agreement (CETA) between India and the

United Kingdom is a welcome addition to
the country’s evolving trade policy architecture ina
challenging geo-political landscape. Itisa crucial
instrument not just in defining India’s trade with the
UK but as an instructive template in high-stakes,
parallel negotiations currently underway with the

US and the

T

OTHER VOICE

= with the UK th:

European Union.

sontribution Convention
exempts temporary
Indian workers from social security
contributions for three years is significant.
Indian professionals working temporarily
in the US on H-1B or L-1 visas similarly end
up paying social security \\IlhulL[qu<l|I|}-Ill},
for benefits, effectively forfeiting
substantial sums in contributions. The
soclal security agreement with the UK
decidedly works as a strong bargaining chip
for India in its deliberations with the US, At
the same time, India has agreed, for the first
time In any free trade agreement, to open
up its auto sector by softening import
duties from 100 to 10 per cent on luxury
vehicles under a quota system, The
government has explained that the market
access is calibrated to provect India’s
stronghold in the small and mid-sized
vehicles and affordable electric mobility. It
will benefit only a handful of luxury car
brands in the UK, However, given that the
US and the EU have bigger automobile
industries, it does open the doors for hard
bargaining by them for similar concessions.

Also in a first, India has opened up about
40,000 high-value contracts from central
ministries and departments to UK bidders

amove that is being seen as a strategic
shift away from using public procurement
for domestic industrial development. This
may encourage negotiators in the US and
the EU to demand identical concessions in
their respective FTA ewed strictly in
terms of bilateral trade with the UK alone,
which the CETA aims to double by 2030
from $56 billion to $112 billion — India can
look forward to opportunities across
sectors such as agriculture, food
processing, seafood, textiles, engineering
Hmd\ even as it has agreed to slash average
on imports from the UK from 15to 3
per cent. UK has agreed to eliminate tariffs
on about 99 per cent tariff lines for Indian
goods as it eyes the market access for its
Seotchwh |~=kc\-. automobiles, aircraft parts
besides participating in government
procurement, financial and professional
business services.

India must, how temper enthusiasm
with realism. Past FTAs, whether with
ASEAN, Japan or South Korea, have not
yielded the expected dividends for the
Indian industry. Tariff liberalisation led to
import surges, while Indian companies
struggled to penetrate partner markets due
to stringent standards and non-tariff
barriers on one hand and their own
constraints in terms of scaling up,
and financial wherewithal on lhcol]u.r The
success or otherwise of the CETA with UK
will be determined by how it pans out on
the ground in the coming years.
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ost ofus are guilty of
having 1 idle bank
aceounts which are
relegated to the back of
the mind, along with
the small amounts ying idle in them. It's
the same with dividends which are sent
toold addresses because we forgot to
inform the registrar and transfer age
while hopping citles.
Though these amounts ma:
insignificant to the imvestor, they
toa substantial amount. That is
th'lmyu there i a concerted move
rom the RBL, SEBI and other regulators
¢ it easier for investors to reclaim
S80ts,
hese measures could help investors
trace their long-forgotten assets, if they
a0 desire, but the main problem why
unclaimed assets are high is due to the
difficulties faced in claiming financial
assets of the deceased, Many heirs prefier
o just give up on their claims, spooked
by the red tape involved. The solution is
o be more empathetic when dealing
with this proe nd to be alive to the
problems faced by senlor citizens,

3

add up

UNCLAIMED BALANCES
‘While the total value of uncls |||m.d
balances across ass
comcern is that they are continuing to
row In recent years.

Bank deposits are the preferred saving
choice of most Indian houscholds; and it
s therefore not surprising that the
largest unclaimed balances are lving
with hanks, The amount outstanding in
the Depositor Education and Awareness
{DEA) fund towards the end of March
memua t'i'.l 545 crore.

r cent from the
standing '|muuntml 78,212 inthe
previous year.

Asthe equity culture grows,
unclaimed shares and dividends are also
o the rise. A parliamenta
revealed that ¥8,108 crore
SEBIs Investor Educationand
Protection fund towards unclaimed
dividend, as of March 2024, According to
pltaline database, at least T12,000
crove is being held as shares in
unclaimed suspense aceount in March
2028

\urgl' in mutual fund lnvestments too
Inaccompanied by increasing unclaimed
balances with fund houses. Unclaimed
dividend Iving with mutwal funds
amounted to $918 crore towards the end
of FY24, while unclaimed redemption
amount was 4028 crore, The Insurance
regulator, IRDAIL has reported that
20,062 crose was unclal med amount
across insurers a8 of March 2024,

Th Employees' Provident Fund,
which is another area where savings are
poaled, reported unclaimed balances in
Inoperative accounts of $8,505.23 crore
in FY24, up from ¥ 1,638.37 crore in
P19,

The numbsers enumerated above add
toawhopping T1,47540 crore. But the
list is far from complete, There must be
such balances lying in other Investment
vehicles such as REITs, InVITs, company
fiooed deposits, small savings etc, which
could increase the number manifold.

REGULATORY EFFORTS

There have been a slew of regulatory
measures taken in recent :fl'ﬂlN (IJHP\TIJ
up the return of these unclaimed
halances to investors,

Unclaimed balances across
financial assets add up to
t1,47,540 crore. But if such
balances in REITs, InVITs,
company fixed deposits,
small savings etc, are

added, the number could
increase manifold

-

Thee REIhas stipulated that the
facility of updating the KYC for
activating inoperative sccounts should
b available at all bank branches,
identification of customers through
video be facilitated and authorised
business corvespondents can be used to
activate inoperative accounts,
UDGAM portal further allow
all the funds transferred to the D
fund. Banks are also told to put out the
names of unclaimed deposits on their
websites,

Unelaimed shares and dividend are
transferred to the Investor Education
and Protection Fund if unclaimed for
seven years. and investors can claim
their assets through the website.

IRDAR specifies that insurers must
transfer |m| ley amounts not d.mnud. for
more than 10 years
Welfare Fund. The beneficiaries and
policyholders then have 25 years to
elaim the dues,

Where does the problem lie?

Despite these regulatory efforts,
unclaimed 2 ¢ continuing to
mint. Why

8 it so?

Unclaimed balances in banks, stock
market and pension funds arise due to
twio main reasons. Ome, due to investors

k!l‘bL([IHK to close accounts of redeem
their money and two, assets not claimed
b heirs on the death of the investor,
The facilities made available by the
regulators can help in instances where
the investor has been lax in closing
accounts or infor |l||nhtI\L RTAabout
change of address ete, Gi
digitisation of financial
capture of nearly all yearly income by the
Income Tax Department, it is quite likely
that instances of dormant accounts and
unclaimed interest, dividend o will
mowe lower in the

WA
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numerous forms. Many senior citizens
haold shares in physieal forms and the
paperwork needed to convert these to
demat formis is so complex that most
heirs are lkely to just let it go. With
many of us Indians using different
versions of our names in different K¥C
documents, expanding the initials in
some instances and vetadning the initis
in others, the problems facing legal heirs
tend to compound,

THE WAY OUT

There i a need for the financial services
industry to treat requests for
transmission of assets of the deceased
with less suspicion and more empathy.
They need totreat instances such as
qx'l{:ng mismatches in the documents
of the deceased {which is very commaon’)
or slgnature m.Iaun'ltLImt a8
stringently. This needs tobe
communicated toall those whoare in
the customer service department, This
could i the hiirs more willing to
engage with the hanks or RTAs to claim
their dues.

ank aceounts, mutual fund folios,
insurance and pension sccounts can be
categorised as high-, medium- and
low-risk based on the profile of the
investor, For instance, if the bank
account |8 the sala ._uumof
ermiple v
b classified nu]uw-rlak.'l'lmk\r’ .
procedures, forms to be filled etc be less
stringent in low-risk accounts and vice
versa for high-risk sccounts.

The fiorms that need to be filled for
the process can be further simplified. A
common portal for claiming the
financial assets of the deceased can be
considered. This portal can be updated
onthe death of the ivestor so that all

But there is a real problem in case of
transmission of financial assets of the
deceased. Banks require numerous
decuments including the death
certificate, photograph and KYC ofall
legal heirs, letter of disclaimer, letter of
indemnity, besides asking heirs to fill

the L b fromen. The required
documents can be uploaded at one place
and can be accessed by all RTAs, banks,
insurers, MFs, PFRDA ete. Ifthe goal is
mhnng down the extent of unclaimed
asets, regulators need to understand

the hardships being faced by investors
and try to iron them out

Why [EXis shocked by CERC’s market coupling order

With a single electricity price to be set across all exchanges from January 2026, IEX's dominant position may be under threat

bl.explainer

KS Dadrl Narayanan

Why is IEX In the news?
Shares of Indian Energy Exchange (IEX)
crashed as much ag 30 per cent tohita
low of T131.50 on the NSE, as the

i ricity Regulatory

Central E
Commission (CERC) announced on
Wednesday that it had decidedro
implerment market coupling in a phased
manner for electricity trading, This is
expected to significantly impact the
revenue and profitability of the energy
exchange.

What does the CERC order say?
There are two types of trading on power
exchanges: real M) and
day-ahe dm'llk.(tn’!h\\‘l] The CERC
order stated that, from January 2026,
Grid-India will consolidate energy
prices on all power trading platforms,
and asingle price will be disseminared.
Thils is called the coupling of the

ihead market.

‘s armngement would facilicate an
efficient functioning of the power
exchanges and also help instill faith of

da

thi market participants in the power
exchange operations,” says the order.

Asimilar coupling of the real-time
market ig expected to occur at a later
date.

How will market coupling work?
Currently, electricity is traded on the
market leader Power Exchange of
India and Hindustan Powe: shange of
India. IE
cent share of the market overall, and a
100 per cent share in key segments, such
a8 DAM and RTM.

'I':xlnr' lers and buyers of electricity
bid om these exchanges, and therefore,
the price discovery on cach of the three
s different.
'market coupling', there will be
ku cleared price commaon to
I'his means that the
three rnhangl s willl merely collect bids
and submit them to the appointed
agency to determine the common price.

This is similar toan agency
determining a common price for Uber,
O, Blusmart, ete. Essentially, this
mezans that the dominant exchange
(1EX) will lose its mojo, because, unlike
now, under market coupling, there
wotld be no particular reason fora

PRICE DISCOVERY. IEX's rarket share
miaty o aerrs saaces

bidder tochoose 1EX over the other two
exchanges.

How is the Day-Ahead Market
(DAM) different?

The Day-Ahead Market s where
electricity is bought and sold one day in
advance, Integrated Day Abead Market
(1-DAM} of IEX in a physical electricity
trading market which allows market
participants to buy and sell electricity
for the next day, Power generators offer
to sell electricity ata set price while
bawyers place bids to buy.

‘The prices and quantity of electricity
to b traded are determined through a
double-sided closed auction bidding
process. The exchange (such as [EX)
matches buyers and sellers through an
auction.

How will the CERC order impact
1EX?

InF¥25, DAM and RTM contributed
approximately 50 per cent and 30 per
cent, respectively, to IEX's turnover, A
central algorithm, likely managed by the
Grid Controller of India, will match bids
and '|Iluc:|t\ trades, as Indl\.ld.mltdcr

fore, |EX will lose control over
price discovery, as other exchanges, such
an PXIL and HPX, will gain access to the
same pricing, Market E(Np]ll!i{ can
theretore hit the revenues of [EX.
According toexperts, trangaction
charges will also come down due to
inereased competition. If other
participants offer better transaction
fees, traders may shift to them.

According to experts, market
coupling if implemented, could lead to
‘s market share declining from 84
per cent currently w %0 per cent by the
financial year 2027,

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditar@thehindu.cain ar by past to “Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Sals, Chennai 600002,
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India-UK FTA: A
bold pathway to

{ OUR TAKE }

India & UK pull
down tariff raj

The trade agreement between the two
nations is a win-win deal for both
orty-two months after India and the UK opened
negotiations on a trade deal, the two countries
signed the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
A (CETA) on Thursday, dismantling
sjgnil‘lmnt tariff and non-tariff barriers for made. The
deal is a hard-won one, considering the long-drawn-
outnegotiations between the two sides. Given it seems
balanced and beneficial from the vantage points of
both countries, it has been worth the wait. CETA gives
India deeper and wider access to the world's sixth-
largest economy, while the UK can tap into India’s
mammoth market. The deal targets to double bilateral

Itaddresses India's concern on procuremsn | dia b dits

Al y et et bid
weaponisation of environmental ders, |mr|d|gaslgnlflcamsnlfl i Indian pedicy,
and labour standards for which has hissorically restricted forelgn compe-
disguised protectionism

titlom in this area, However, India has also pro-
tected its natlonal interests by ensuring that the
provisions related to government procurement
do ot apply oo procurements made for national
security purposes, o preferences established
under public procuremsent policies for micro
and small enterprises (MSEs), and o the pra-
curement of agricultural products made to sup-
port agricultural programmes. Additionally,
Articles 15.4(8) and IMrQA reference the Make in

ndea and the LK have s histarsc free
trade agreement (FT/ ming on the
heels of India's other key FTAs with Aus-
tralia and the UAE, the India-UK FTA
promises o givea significant boast te the
exlsting bilateral trade of $56 billion
be(umeu the two countrles. hpouulng .l‘uchap

e bl 1 i

The Indin-UK FTA rep bald attempt
b i i

rade _ Iy coverin, Inallzx (M) reiche 15.4(%) expliciily |s the fear that d d countries hat countries accept under an FTA may

nthe next five up from $57.8 billion in dlsnuen from trade In goods and services w alk o st its W11 asper  might exploli labour standards as a means of  significantly everlap with those in WTO.
2024 oaround $112 billion by 2030 labour, environment, and gender, the FTA isa /] wihile siill adbering tothe overall  rade protectlonksm, To address this concern, A critical element of Chapter 20 is Article
Tothatend, CETA gives India duty-free access for new deal for businesses and people in Indlaand  requirement of non-diserimination. Artiele 20.3(3) of the Ilm-I:Ki'D\clenrlyslnmg 2 [1{K), which prowides that a panel constinuted
o the LK. ‘The enviranmens chapser s another vical part — thas labour da should not for  under the )- TA 1o settle a dispute between the

B'B%nfhsmen’:handlseexpnmmme UK—up from India's labour-intenalve sectors, such as tex- — of the India-UK FTA, Na;:y\emhnd heldrhatme Purposes. I Artlele Lu.m:.lsw

zeroor near-zero duties for 65%, There will also be tlles, leather, gems, and jewellery, are umhllllydlhe two sldes 1o see eve 1 zl_iexpllcmy acknowledges the n,ghmdcnuu tens mulneﬂlnmew‘mmlselmsdamllm
duty cuts on 90% of Indian tariff lines for imports from golng to be significant beneficlarses of Hled ety Bsse—  trleatod thelr labour | Bady reports, This provision, alss present in
the UK — with a commitment to phase out duties this FTA. as the UK will ellminate {15 the UK's Carbon Border Adjustment  thelr own prlnrlrl.e; thereby providing Indla other FTAs such as the Indla-UAE and Austra-
tariff rates on these products, Indla, on Mechanism (CHAM), which would  with sufficlent policy space. lia-UK, demonstrates the importance that ndea

entirely for 85% of the goods in the next10 years, While

Ies part, will lower tardff zates for pas-
freer bilateral trade isin the offing, Indian negotiators = Y

Impase a tax on India’s carbon-inten-
senger automobiles and other goods

As part of the chapter on services and move-
alve products, such as steel, alumin-

and the UK arach to thie WT (‘ldlurlepmdem
ment of namral persons, India & also expected

that th US has sought to diseredie, Notably, the

that are of interest to Britain. For  Prabhash  lem, and cement — could derall the  wbenefit from a more liberalised rade nservl-  dispute sertlement chapter does not apply 1o
have donewell to promctandﬁ.lrﬂ'l.er Indlaninterests Imatance, as per India's Schedule of Tar- Ranjan FTA. This did nat happen, There lsno e regime. This would facilitare the movement  chaplers on government [racurement, environ-
in key sectors; holding up its red lines on agriculture — Iff Commitments, the taelff rates on mention of 3 carbon tax n theenvicen-  of Indian professienals to work in the UK. ment, and labour, This, arguably, gives India
dairy, apples, oats, among others — protects Indian levehicleswillpe =————  ment chapter, While concerns regard- A significant part of the India-UK FTA 1s  elbaw-room for policy manoecvre,
farmers, who would have had to otherwise compete reduced to 1%, However, this reduction Ing the UK's CRAM, which |s set to  Chapter 29, covering dispute settlement. This In summary, the Indea-LUK FTA represents a

Ias been placed in the staging category E10,
which meeans chat the tariif rate shall be reduced
Im ten equal annual installments. Thus, Indga has
negotiated a more extended wansiton period,
which will alkow Indian Industry ample tme o
prepare for the competition I8 will Tace from
British cars. Moreover, the Indian auomabile
Imeusery — a key success story of Indin's eco-

come Into force in 2027, and its potentlal wo
encumber India’s market access are genuline,
Article 213(5) may save the day for New Delhi,
This article states that demestic environmental
laws should not be imposed na manner that
constintes arblrary or unjustifiable diserlmina-
e or results b a disgulsed restricelon of inter-
nestional trade, India can utilise this provision

chapter |3 Important becawse It demonstrates
the continued reliance of India and the UK on
the judicial sation of thedr international eco-
nomic relations, Le., a proclivity to use judicial
mechanisma rather than diplomacy 1o settle
thelr crade disputes, The dispute
chagpter allows the two skes & chesoe o forum o
biring a dispute. Article 20.5 explicitly states that

bild atvernpt to restructure the bilateral eoo-
nombc relatlanship between the two countries,
Its significance, however, goes beyond Just
advancing bilateral rade, Itvalidates that bilat-
erallam and plurlhmrﬁllsm witll e the mainstay
if naking in the fareses
able future, as WTC stands essentially crippled.
Furthermore, the FTA would relnvigorate

with cheap imports from the UK in the domestic
market. This is significant given how important the
farm sector is for India — one of the reasons for India
refusing to join the Reglonal Comprehensive
Economic Partmership was the anticipated fallout for
the domestic farm sector, especially dairy. This is

il 1ik — ls robust and ensure that the UK does not use the CHAM or  iFa dispute artses over a matter under the FTA  India's trade negotiations with other countries,
complemented by the unshackling of labour-intensive enough to ward off Import Ths, | baw for prodectionlst reasons, — and a substantially equivalent matter underany  Including the Eurapean Union.
Indian exports such as textiles, footwear, processed um:eanhntmhlndlm n':lgnd"mhue‘l"ndnmwlll The chnaner nl:ﬁlnhonr Wlustrates [uula& ather intermational ngreemewr’lhmhlnds both
-process sulfer, as some have opined, due to the India-UK away from stance 3 WO, the complaining Prabhast Ranjan is @ professor and vice dean
and non f Edlm?' items, Including marine FTA, is exaggerated, ot linking trade to labour ssues, A major con-  country may select the forum in which o segtle {rezearch), Jindal Globa! Law Schoal,
products, from UK tariffs, with the companies involved A key aren covered by the India-UK FTA |s i 1o oppese this tracle-laby the dispute. Such a possibility is real sinee oblk- The views expressed are persanal,

typically being small and medium enterprises (SMEs) .
This has also been done for UK's exports in sectors
such as medieal devices, automobiles, aerospace, and
liquor (Scotch whisky and gin), pulling India’s average
tariffs on UK products down to 3% from the pre-CETA
15%. The mability concessions within the Double
Contribution Convention that should benefit Indian IT
and IT-enabled services, financial and legal services,
educational services are significant considering the

current climate in the UK towards immigration.
The non-tariff wins for India are not small either. f vall over other nations, More comd Icn.dlas "“F:‘i’:“d triumph in the Il;lcih World
Ny P he i i lichforked cricket as |
CETA has steered away from the UK's earlier e e D s et o stlatod the Boird o

onIndia meeting stringent environmental standards; diplomacy. But sports, oo, plays a Cantrol for Crlcket in India (BCCT) ta
the agreement instead terms it “inappropriate” for rele, from the extravaganza of the iy reach out to the Pakistan Cricket
Olymple Games and football World Board o jolnily stage the next such

parties to apply their environmental laws, policies or Cups ta the Wimbledon champlon- event In 1987 — after England had
measures inaway that would constiute an “arbitrary shipa, monopolised hosting rights for the
ar unjusl:lﬁab]edlscrln‘ljmdon“or"dlsgulsed In the early 19705, plng-pong diplo- first three competitions, The Indo-Pak
P macy broke the ioe between the US collaboration conjured a fAnanclal
restriction” on trade or investment. A similar approach and Ll|ll|n Cricket diplomacy has package melther England nor Australia
has been adopted regarding labour standards, when it d by [ndla coiild match. India's friendship with
comes to non-tariff ionist measures, The deal

majority of the participating sldes permined
this for pecunkary gains; but it did not please
the nen-Indian public — thereby Impairing
India's potential goodwill,

Inis also epportunistic to meet Pakistan in
over-limit Waorld Cups, but not in the World
Test Champlonship. The powers-that-be in
India are understandably displeased with Paki-
stan. 5o, the principled approach would be to
have na links with them atall. In 1974, India

referred 1o default against South Africa
nstead of playing against them in the Davis
Cup final because of its aparthedd regime.

The BCCl's muscle |s best channelled
towards magnanimity, consequently in win-
ning hearts and minds; not arm-twisting and
seekdng undue convenlences in the feld. India
can capitalise diplomatically on the robust fal-
lowing the Indlan Premier League enjoys in
England, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand,
thie Wt Indses and South Asla, many of whoae
ericketers Agure In the ourmey.

In 1987, with the ant-Indla General Zia-ul-
Hag hiolding the reins in Pakistan, India's tles
with it were unsatiafactory. Bur BOCI seeking
PCH's conperatian helped w temporarily sofien
Pakistan| peope's wariness towards [ndia,

Therefore, South Block could consider Hfting
Its long-standing ban on Pakistani cricketers
paraking in the [PL. This year, Bangladeshi
cricketers were also de facto debarred. Lifting
the barrier would encourage people-to-people
friendliness.

The Indlan government's anger with s
nelghbeuring counterparts o its west and st
and thelr proxies need not spill over inte pun-
shing Individual ericketers, Pakistanl and
Bangladeshl cricketers crossing swords with
the werkd's best In franchise Twenty20 would
lkcely delight amd suitably melt cricket fans in
Pakistan and Bangladesh,

Cricket diplomacy can serve
India in the neighbourhood

India causght the imagimation of the cricketing
world by notching back-to-back Test serdes vic-
torles in the West Indies and England, Then,

roadly, soft power is utilisation of a
country's cultural strengths as opposed
1o betng coercive to influence and pre-

Ashis Ray

m BCCT's muscle is est channelled
towards winning hearts aind minds M

ling broadcasta. This, in tuen, created anopen-
ing for the BCCI wo demand llcence fees
undreamt of before from b Pro-  not
gresalvely, India became cricket's financial
powerhouse, inequitabily captured the B0C, BCC wis party to
Today, BOCI's monetary stranglehold over IU_‘ s decision to award this years Champlons
ericket |5 such that not merely other cricket dﬂhy wurlmmem o Paklstan, Therefore,
baards, butalse the International Crickes Coun- ‘5 refusal to play In that country was not
el {(PCC, are at les mercy as In no other sparting nnl)' a breach of Its commitment, but an
discipline. India, contrary to Brazll in seecer,  infringement of the ICC rules applied In the
have never been undisputed champlons of the 1996 and 2003 Work] Cups, naneely forfelture of
game, indeed are yer to win the most prestg-  polnts for abstentlons, which Austealia and
lous World Test Champlonship; but BOChune-  England suffered. India akso derived undalr ben-
quivocally controls the sport, efit from playing at a solitary venue and by
India as a team are the darling of BOCI's  summondng spinner Varun Chakravarthy asa
counterparts, because they fill thelr coffers  replacement in thelr squad 1o sult the consist-
with beantifusl revenue from digital and TV mes- et conditions,
waorks, sdvertl d sponsors, But they are 1CC allowed the special dispensation. A

with host cricket lovers, as
they percelve BOCT 1o be a bully and as having

and i‘nulmr;\d? cnhr;nd.enci bumlﬁm S other smE:ehgudeﬁnumrlet ensured
MensIres y. e gme has India  declslve support for the
also provides for the easing of sanitary and with & valuable soft power ingredient, Ag ericket burgeoned n popularity in Indla
pl nitary measures, which could lead to rejections
of Indian products by UK authorities, rule, stunned the world by Bfting the gold  expanded, Indian corporates started bankrol-
P by medal in hockey in the Amsterdam Olympiad,
Other than Mahatma Gandhl's non-violent
signal it sends to the world. Ata time when the
consensus on global trade governance is crumbling, EDE;ﬁu"l;'-lﬂdzz‘;ﬁ‘?ﬁﬂ“;;”;;&f?gﬂfnﬂﬁ
the deal can be a template for India’s ongoing Aid. ud pal Eng P
the US and the EU. CETA shows India will not be e in e 35 Berlln G mpked ieiher flked
" o . wh
forced into accepting deals that undermine its vlew as af white ATYans constiuting a supe-
interests or skew heavily on the side of the developed
many -1 in the fnal, In short, independent
India's existing trade deals and set the tone in ﬁi',‘_"]mm"pm,e ﬂgﬁﬁt‘:ﬂﬁ‘g‘;&ﬁﬁ‘g;ﬁ'
negotiations with Asean members, Japan, and South
Korea, The deal is a win-win for trade as bilaterals Fast forward to Mexico 1968 India earned Ashis Ray s a journalist and author of The Trial
) meither & goedd nor a silver in hmkeyf«\heﬂrsl
time lnduyears. In contrast, th

That Shaok Brifain.
The wiews expressed are persanal

In 18928, India, desplie being under Britsh  and the foatpring of teevision simulianeoasly
Beyond all this, the real gain from CETA is the

freedom struggle, no facet of India in that
negotiations with other advanced economies such as Theseafter, India completing a hat-trick of

rlor pace, To his dismay, Indla thrashed Ger-
country/bloc partner, The UK deal could also impact

mess the Indlans’ dribbling skills,
displace plurilateral trade governance,

{ EDITOR'S PICK }

HT's editors offera boak recommendation every Saturday, whech provides history,
context, and helps understand recent news events

DIVIDE AND RULE IN WEST ASIA

rench President Emmanuel Macron on
Thursday announced the declslon 1o recog-
nise the State of Palestine, underlining the
nrgent prieelty o end the Gaza war and bring
reliel o s civillan population. He sald the French
people want peace in West Asla and that ¢ was their
responsalbility alongside lsraelis, Palestinlans, and
European and international parmess o prove that

bered the textbooks we had read. A competi-
tion of recallectlon followed. We had both
enjoyed Eritish history and been bored by
Indian history — the texture of the books, the
illustrations, the narrative, We were not a
wihit less patriotic for that, We both realised
thar the history of any country, ke a play or
a nowed, can be conveyed elther with beaury

and even humour, or in a dull and lll'eless
manner, The NCERT rextbooks of 2005 fac-

ated in the past. Can't the NCERT have the
‘cOurge T Open up extbooks o competitdon
From young historiographers? One of my
students, Subhadra Sengupes, cruelly felled
by Covid, had a massive fan following. Her
delighitful historical novels were desplte her
lack of aumentiveness in class!

There have been many writers whao wrate
history For children — Charles Dickens (A
Child's History of England), Jawaharlal
Mehiru, while in prison {Lerters from a Fatter
a0 Dingghter).

The world knows EH Goembrlch, the art
historian, but it was only in 2005 that his
Fest book, written in 1935 in German, was

History writing must
go beyond textbooks

he National Councll of Ed e Inselk ips of the latier
Research and Training (NCERT) Ims on elther slde of the d.ebale believe such
released the long-awalied soclal scl-  books are endowed with the power toleave  tored In anecdotes and cartoons, only to
ences texthoak for Class 8, for acap-  animpeind on readers’ minds, But, the power  hawve the cartoons and Illus(munml,gnnmd

tive readership from Ladakh o of a history extbook s not in the b d, later,

Pondicherry, Coming up with a statlstics rebating to people killedin — books.

texthaok 15 a long haul, Fiest, iden- bartlea and bulklings destroved — It Teaching history can be such fun i we bet

iy the author/authors, After a log
of "research”, the boak s drafted,

aome atage, these will have o be

15 I the rsanmner 10 which change is
conveyed, History 18 dauntingly dif-

gentleman, whom 1 had just

the chdldren fully interact with the teacher
an the subject. A public school teacher In

Anglo-Saxons wear gloves? The Cambridge

rranalated Into English, as A Little Higtory of
the World. He had wrinten i when he was 26,

of the burden of communicating with the

peace 15 poasible, This week, we recommend A Ling
In The Sand on the rale of the UK and France In

approved, and published. Then, Tcule oo write, unbess you take ref-  England, o the firat day of teaching Wevear- — In sl weeks, with energy, humour, and shaping condlicts in West Asta,

parents buy these and teschers  Narayani uge behind obscure abstractions. nldnbeuuhe Korman conguest of England,  Imagination, | am aure we have many In 1916, the UK and France divided the reglon as

select "Important” sentences that Gupta | recall a conversation fraom dec-  asked them kindly iF rhey had any questions.  chigia Gombriches in our country, wha can per the Sykes-Pleot mient, condemning it to
IS ORI L Memoey. AL aides ago, i 1986, [ was talking o a Alllll.eiellnw stood up. "Please. sir, did the  relieve tred and solemn mid dle-aged writers upheavals, A Line In The Sand {8 an introduction to

the east of charscters involved in the division, their

regurgitaced in the exams. inforemed that | taught history, We  graduste did not know the answer, YOG, ambltions, resencments, and sympathies, drawing A Linein the Sand
‘Why then a0 much discussion on the  discovered we were the same age, and had In the kgt 20 years, there has been a won- from declassified materlal about a Franco-Bricish — James Bar
baook, not by children, parents, or achool — Been In Class IV in 1952 Suddenly, he got — derful reved In India —a of 1 pin i5.0 Delhi-tased historion The wn

hr:wy war in West Asla during the Second World
r.

seachers, but by university teschers and pub-  animated and asked me whether [remem-  books for chikdren, many of the storles sit- views expressed are personal,

R Ho. $03/1857 @ Pestal Meg. Ne. DUMND-1/608B/10i8-#9-20 Liceniad 10 poet without guesarmant’ LIDEACE Ko UAC) TER/0006 06, Ane Semcinmor: Rl and buyend by Rl or Fuad - B 51, Rmeabad) Bangalom, Coirvbatom, Chereai, Lachin, G, Hpderabad. @najuraha, Memisal, Tivandion, Wiakhopairan Wiiyawada and beyend by Railor Frad - b 11

PHITID @ PUMLSHED U MARNIAR AP o 3141t Lt of T WAia L 1830, K Gand g Mo DS 1001 et 31 T Mok s Proies Pt 8. Uy Vs, oo N, Dt S Suh Magar. (UP), 0706
Bowec 1) 36034 @ EsvromuaL: |E41] G551 Eain (224, 166 @ € P (01} s 21t

ESOTOR: JOSEMARTIN TRARKNAN - Resscnshila far sakoctian of auss undar PAP At All ights sesarved. Repredection in whala af in gart withost witten paimisiisn of Fusliihes is proasitod
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLYWES US ALL

MISSING IN MANIPUR

Continued absence of a popular government in the state is the
problem. Extending President's Rule is not a solution

N FEBRLUARY THIS year, the M Biren Singh-led govemnmeent’s failure to stanch eth-
nic violence since May 2023 prompted the Centre to intervene and impose
President’s Rube in Manipur. The provision is imtended as a temporary mecha-
nism to ensure the governance of a state inwhich there has been a “failure of | the|
constitutional machinery”. 1t is not designed to be a permanent solution or a substitute
for a popular government. President's Rule is a means to anend, not the end by itself. In
this context, thl.‘ mmmnrs move to extend I"rcsldi:n:’s Rube by another six months,
bout whether the Centre’s efforts

s far have significantly advanced the objective of restoring normalcy in the state.
While it is reassuring that no major episode of violence has ocourred since last
Movember — when 22 people were killed over 1 I days, mmdmcm in Jiribam district
—ltlsalsulr\r:lutﬂm‘“ been i *en the Meitei and
Kauiki-Ze ses, Thies key there-

YUMYA BHOWMICK

EDITORIAL PAGE
Morethanat

WoRDLY WISE

THE ART OF LIVING

5 MORE LIKE WRESTLING

THAN DANCING — Marcus AureLius

India-UKFTA is a launchpad: ‘Global Britain'
meets ‘Make inIndia for the World'

rade pact

OM A WARM July afternoon at Chequers,
Prime Ministers Keir Starmer and Narendra
Maodi finally signed the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)
which negotiators from Lendon and New
Delhi have been pursuing since 2022, The
deal is the largest the UK has sealed since
Brexit and India's firstwithia G7 economy in
over a decade, marking the end of a stop-start
process that spanned four Indian budget cy-
cles and two British prime ministers.

For London, the agreement is intended
to deliver the "Global Britain” dividend that
has eluded successive Conservative gov-
ernments since the United Kingdom de-
parted from thi: European Uniun Labnul's

resolution: Free
location of intemalky dlsplaced’pcrsons. and the circulation of weapons. In cally March,
Home Minister. manef-
fort to reverset nunities. However, ollapsed
onits very first day. According to this newspaper, fresh negotiations are now underway
the Suspension of Operations
(500 agreement to reach a deal that would allow free movernent of people and goods.
On relocation, former Manipur Chief Secretary P K Singh announced earlier this month
that efforts are bcmgmadc to resettle those displaced by the conflict in three phases,
withthe goal the year. As per estir 1the
Manipur Home Department, around _\?UDO people continue to struggle in over 280 re-
lief camps across the valley and the hills. Finally, despite the Govemor's efforts to curb
the circulation of illegal weapons, rmoughly 3000 looted arms are still unaccounted for,

unrestricted

between the i millitart

new
tial acoess to.a market nl 1 4l:nllmn people
for sectors ranging from premium spirits
to cutting-edge acrospace. At the same
time, India gains early access to European
markets just as its export-led "Make in
Indlia for the World™ strategy accelerates.
Strategically, the pact aligns neatly with the
wider India-UK Roadmap 2030, which al-
ready encompasses cooperation on climate
action, critical minerals, and maritime se-
curity, providing both capitals with a rubes-
based alternative to supply-chain depend-
ence on China.

At th' Iwart nlCFI?\ lie steep tariff cuts.

It is only natural for the people of Manipur to feel increasinghy the con-
tinued absence of a popular government. This is winy the NDA's Meited and Naga MLAs
have also been campaigning for months to push for its restoration, while Kulkd-Zo groups
arewary of the prospect of another partisan leader at the helm. The Centre may believe
that extending President’s Rule isin the sral.‘r‘s bcst interest for now, but it needs to move
with urgency to restart the politic: y itmust curbrthe
influence of militant groups on both sides that could derail attempts at reeonciliation.
Peace — and the return of the mediating role of politics — mast no mare be held hostage
toentrenched ethnic rivalries.

BELLING THE BOARD

National Sports Governance Bill empowers government to clean
up sports federations, including BCCL There will be challenges

EARLY A DECADE agn, when the Supreme Court was hearing the recom-
mendations made by a panel led by Justice R M Lodha, set up by the Court
tosuggest reforms to the Board of Control for Cricket in India, then cm:-r

Awerage |
from around 15 per cent to just 3 per mm
on 90 per cent of tariff lines, with the eye-
catching reduction on Scotch whisky —
from 150 per cent today to 75 per cent im-
mediately and 40 per cent over 10 years.
High-end cars arrving from the UK will see
lewies plummet fromwell over 100 per cent
to 10 per cent within a quota of 25,000
units, and British salmon, chocolates, and
cheese will enter on near-zero tarifls. In re-
turn, the UK eliminates duties on almost
every Indian export, from labour-intensive
textibes and beather to gems, generic phar-
maceuticals and marine produce.

‘While India-UK trade currently repre-
sents a relatively modest share of each
country’s overall external sector — ac-
counting for approximately 24 percent of
the UK's total trade and about 18 per cent
of India’s combined merchandise and serv-

For London, the agreement is
intended to deliver the ‘Global
Britain' dividend that has
cluded successive
Conservative g

bces trade as of 2024 — the bulalmal rela-
nunshlphas d o up—

of the preferential acoess they enjoy under

um. [mvestment i
equally significant, rtf.ln:lmg a mumal]y
reinforcing economic C

the UK-Australia deal, just as Indian agri-
cultural exparters continue to face rigor-
ous sanitary and phytosanitary chn:ch on

supported by a dynamic ecosystem of
transnational firms.
Against this backdrop, the proposed trade

car
rial promise, The LK Treasury anticipates an

goods like chillies,

Crucially, the bilateral investment
treaty, intended to anchor investor-state
dispute settlement provisions, remains un-
der negotiation, leaving key protections un-
defined. The agreement's implementation

annual GDP increase of approxi 48
billion by 2040, alongside investment and ex-
port gains valued at £6 billion. Concurrently,
India’s Ministry of Commerce projects a po-
tential expansion of up to $34 billion in bilat-
eral trade over five years. Though these fig-
ures may appear modest in terms of
aggregate GDP— rlanslating h:l lcss than half

our-

rry tchy hul:l mlduahlr mlﬁranu‘at

Iﬂri:du.cmns and regulatory alqgnmcm are

is also not i — it must first pass
through parliamentary scruting in
Westminster and receive cabinet approval
in Mew Delhi — a process that could be de-
Layed if domestic lobbies or legislators seek
excmptions. India was also unsuccessful in
securing an exempion from the s forth-
coming Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism, which could result in future
tariffs on carbon-intensive exports.
Moving forward, several critical dimen-
sions merit attention; Whether subnational
actors such as Maharashtra or Gujarat de-

poised to deliver significant benefits for key

a B
img processed food and manine sectors.

Less talked about, but extremely valu-
able, is the way CETA plugs both countries
into the Indo-Pacific's fast growing supply
chains, The treaty allows up to G0 per cent
of a product’s parts to come from third-
country suppliers without losing its “Made
in the UK" or "Made in [ndia” label, These
fexible rules of origin could multiply the

Midlands car manufacturers, Tirupur
i ia's rams

since the United Kingdom
departed from the European
Union. Labout’s new
leadership can now point to
preferential access to a market
of 14 billion people for sectors
ranging from premium spirits
edge acrospace. At
the same time, India gains
early access to European
markets just as its export-led
‘Make in India for the World'
strategy accelerates,

's henefits, as fioms gain access
to cheaper inputs and larger markets simul-
taneoushy, Add Indias new freight corridors
and Britain’s emerging free port aones, and
the deal looks more like aspringboard into
the “China plus one” production shift now
reshaping global manufacturing.

toopti-
mise access to LK public procurement mar-
kets; how India’s existing goods trade deficit
with the UK shapes domestic political dis-
course, particularly if imports of Scotch
whisky or Iwcury wehicles expand signifi-
cantly; and whether a potential digital trade
protocol can facilitate the UKs fintech inte-
gration with India Stack’s public digital in-
frastructure, contingent upon India's will-
ingness to revisit data localisation policies.

Finallly, the India-UK trade pact may not
constitute a transformational macroeco-
nomic breakthrough, but it holds consid-
erable geopolitical significance and com-
mercial relevance across a diverse array of
sectors, The substantive value of the agree-
ment will depend less onits formalisation
at Chequers and more on the efficiency of

Still, the agreement | con
cerns unaddressed. Dclhl had Iobb:cd
strongly for a more expansive “Mode 4"
muohility framewaork to facilitate the move-
ment of its IT professionals — seeking con-
cessions on par with those granted to
Australia, However, Britain's domestic im-
migration politics constrained the scope of
the offer. Meanwhile, Britain's financial and
lbegal sectors are frustrated by the absence

its ratificati esses, the rob
regulatory implementation, and the extent
to which both governments can resist do-
mestic probectionist pressures that riskdi-
luting the intended liberalising thruse.

The writer is fellow and lead, World
Economies and Sustminability at
Centre for Mewe Economic Diplomaocy at
(iserver Research Foundation

Justice TS Thakur BCCla rhetori
to be reformed?” In the coming days, the cricket board n:lu]d again, face a similar qucs
tion. Foryears, the BOCT has acted onits own on g
Sports Governance Bill, which Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya introduced in the
Lok Sabha on Wednesday, the government has shown a will to belll the cat.

5o far, the BCCI has resisted all atternpts to bring it under government regulation. fts
main argument has been that since it does not seek funding from the sports ministry, it
isn't answerable toit. Unlike other sports, the ericket board, an swtonomous body, isn't cov-
ered under the Right to Information Act, 20005, However, with cricket returning to the
Olympics in 2028, it could be forced to align with other national federations and follow
the o practices. The g aims to achieve this by bring-
ing the BOCH undl:rtJli: Mational Sports Board (MS8), as the Bill envisages. The NSB will have
sweeping powers tolay down rulbes and oversee the functioning of all federations — from
unco) games i wa patya ko mainste sports like cricket.

Indeed, sports ww.'manc{: ssues go beyond cricket. The Bill seeks o bring in legisla-
tion to improve “the governance of the sports bodies and achieve better results insports
and reduce the di i litigation, inter alia, i i federations™. It relies on
two main pillars — the NSBwill be a SEBI-like body that will govern all sports, and the cre-
ationof a Mational Sports Tribunal, which will take the burden away from the lower courts
and high courts, With the N3B, there are fears of government overreach and the ques-
tion of appointing the right people, free of conflicts of interest or bias, to head the organ-
isation At the same time, there are concems that the formation of the Tribunal, which will
have the powersof a civil court and decide on disputes ranging from selection to election,
could disenfranchise athletes and administrators of their right to approach the courts.
Whi:thi:r o not lhc gnw:rnmrnr rhruu,gh this Bill, succeeds in cleaning up the messy

P or not it manages to enforce its provi-

ey

sionsin letter and spirit.

AMERICAN ICON

Hulk Hogan was the best-known face of pro wrestling
worldwide. Hulkamania will live on

NTHE EARLY 20005, a pair of heels [unsympathetic wrestlers) might be taking

turns to pound on an heticwrestler)in the ring, or

Mr McMahun the promoter of WWE, might be getting too full of himself, And

ing out, and the i {whoopin joy;

it wias what one didn’t dare hope for. As the byrics of his entrance music followed, Hulk

Hogan in all his raring, shirt-ripping. handana l:dg]ory wiould emerge. Someone was

about to get leg-dropped. Thi and the macho i that

heand hlsthl:mcsmg Real American”, projected, stood in stal‘.kwunl:rrpulnt totheal-

ternative represer ffer: Groen Day's “American Idiot”, or Team Americo: World

Police. It also foreshadowed his later political trajectory. As US President Donald Trump
posted after the news of his death on Thursday, Hogan was "MAGA all the way”.

This wasn't the peak of Hulkkamania, the great fan craze that had its first wave in the.
19805, or the time of his most famous feats, such as body-slamming André the Giant —
supposedly weighing 520 pounds. Terry Bollea, the son of a construction worker, got the
nicknarme "Hulk™ thanks to his size and 24-inch biceps even before he joined what was
then the World Wiresth ionin 1970, H oo
face of professional wrestling worldwide,

Hoggan also tried his hand at other ventures, incheding acting, with a filmography rang-
ing from Kocky I ko Jow-budlget "90s films. In the 2000s, there was the inevitable reality
TV series, Hogan Knows Best, inwhich he appeared alongside his family. There were scan-
chals, ton, such as a leaked sex tape of him with a friend's wike, which led to a legally con-
sequential case against mcdlamrﬁawh'l that pitted freedom of speech against the right
o privacy.As far as sp though, dispute fellow
wrestler Sting’s characterisation of Hogan — “the greatest of all”,

2 ome the

WitHour V' S

Kerala will miss VS Achuthanandan, who was always in the frame

LIKE CARTOONISTS OUTSIDE Kerala, the
national Opposition missed V
Achuthanandan. From Rahul Gandhi to
Akhilesh Yadav and M K Stalin to Omar
Abdullah, not a single player from the
multiple parties that seek tobuild a coun-
try-wide alternative was present at his fu-
neral. More than the 101-year-old himself,
people's response to his demise could
have set them thinking. In an entirely non-
choreographed public gesture, grieving
men, women and children waited for
hurs in pouring rain to get a last glimpse
of the hearse,

Had V § been an unlikely Delhi presence
like the late Congress party veteran K
Kamaraj in the late 19605 and early '70s,
cartoonists outside his home state would
have taken to him. Kerala's cartoonists
loved V 5. He looked, moved, spoke, and
pesticulated with a stylised flair that verged
‘on the comic. You only had o complete the
caricature. He didn’t seem to mind at all
He was happy to pose on occasion for
dozens of cartoonists who sat around and
sketched. He knew it was vital to be in car-
toons as much as in newspaper headlines
and later on TV screens and social media.

Eallyamn his puhlu:llFt under lm:dlcal
advice, h weijh the famil-

iar shoulders-raised, ramrod-straight figure

Muostly in Opposition with
no imimediate prospect of
office, he never lost public
attention through these
distracting times, For six long
years before he died, V'S was
ot of the news, and at his
funeral four- and five-year-
olds were seen hoisted on
parental shoulders. He had
become a bedside story and
the kids wanted o see their
hero. This goes against the
palpable anxiety of younger
politicians about getting out
of sight, out of mind.

with not anounce of flab, White dhoti, white
kurta, black rimmed glasses and a wrist
waatch. He managed to defy age and look
mostly the same through some five decades
i public lifi, out of which he was in power as
CM for a mere five years. Mostly in
Opposition with no immediate prospect of
office, e never lost public attention through
these distracting times. For six long years be-
fore he died on July 21, V 5 was out of the
news, and at his funeral four- and five-year-
olds were seen hoisted on parental shoul-
ders. He had becorme a bedside story and the
kids wanted to see their hero.

This goes against the palpable anxicty
of younger politicians about getting out of
sight, outof mind. If you are in office for less
than one-tenth of your extra-kong political
lifie, howy deo you remain sovisible, 5o popu-
Lar, and 5o effective a campaigner in poll af-
ter poll? Those were decades when Kerala
experimented with politics more than most
other states. Coalitions rose and fell every
once in a while, to eventually settle down
tira neat pattern of alternating in power
every five years. This comfort zone has since
been breached by the incumbent two-term
Left gowernment, but the basic electoral
transaction remains. Parties ask for your
wotes, and you expect returns — sarkari free-
bies and welfare, Coalitions vie with cach

other to woo micro-segments of voters.

W 5 had to deliver in this kind of com-
petitive transactional space, and he did,
but on his terms with no guarantees. He
would get you land if you were landless
and a home if you were homeless, not asa
favourorout of mercy but because he was
convinoed that was your right. When he
fought the corrupt, what came across
maore than his clean image was his crusad-
ingzeal. He went after the corrupt till they
were broug ht to book. For women's rights,
few mainstream politicians could have
fought as relentlessly, When live TV came
o Kerala, his activism played out in field
trips cut out for televising. As sceptical
about the bourgeois courts as any doctri-
naire comrade, he didn't hesitate to build
up a fine network of lawyers to advance
public causes in courtrooms.

It took 25 years for the non-Congress
stalwarts of the freedom movement to un-
seat the Congness party in 1977, And that
happened after a traumatic excess like the
Emergency. Now, again, when the ruling
party is clearly deminant, the opposition
has to be ready for a long-distance run.
They should take a good look at the life of
this centenarian marathoner.

ep.unnyPexpressindia.com

Jury 26, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

JOGINDER REJECTS PACT

THE"MERGED™ AKALI Dal of Joginder Singh
has rejected the “so-called memorandum®
Jjointly signed by Harchand Singh Longowal
and Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to settle
the Punjab problem. According to a resolu-
tion, unanimously adopted at a meeting of
the ad-hoc advisory committee of the
“merged” Akali Dal, the agreement is unac-
ceptable because Lengowal does not “rep-
resent” the Sikh masses. Joginder Singh
presided over the meeting.

NO WATER SHARING
RAJASTHAN HAS REFUSED to accept that

epaper.indianexpressigon .. .

partion of the Centre-Akali accord which
deals with sharing of river waters, The Chief
Minister, Hari Dev Joshi, told the Vidhan
Sabha during a stormy three-hour debate
that he had disoussed the relevant portion of
the agreement with the former law minister
and called a meeting of his cabinet, which
supported his stand,

PUNJAB POLLS

THE PUNJAB GOVERNOR, Arjun Singh, said
in New Delhi that he would send his recom-
mendations on holding elections in the
state tothe Centre by August 15 at the latest.
Singh said the Government would consult
the Akalis as well as other Opposition par-

afinal wdation

ties
to the Centre.

STARVATION DEATHS

AT LEAST SIX persons have died of starvation
since last fortnight and marmy mone are strug-
gling for survival in the Komna block of
Kalahandi district, which the Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, is to visit. The Chicf Mindster, | B
Patnaik, got first-hand knowledge of four

1
Chhata village, 10 km from Komna on July 20,
This knowledge, however, does seem to have
percolated to other autharities, There is noes-
timate of the number of starvation deaths in
thedistrict in the past three months.

WIWW.INDIANE XPRESS.COM
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Start-up at the policy table

Anevolution in the G20 architecture showcases the power of a dual approach: It
harnesses both the stability of the large and the agility of the small

CHINTAN VAISHNAV,
GIULIA AJMONE MARSAN,
WVUYANT JARANA

A LANDMARK DEVELOPMENT occurred
under India's G20 presidency in 2023;
World leaders formally recognised
Startup20as an official Engagement Group
of the G20, This marked a significant evo-
lution in the G20's architecture, Until then,
all business-related issues —wlwthﬁr for
r oy tag
start-ups — were dlannnlll!:lmluswl!ly
through the Business 20( B20) group. With
the inception of Startup20, the G20 now
hosts two distinct business-focused plat-
forms: B20 for large, established enter-
prises, and Startup20 for emerging and
L\ally-suge wentures — each with an equal
policy voice.

This achievement was the culmination
of nearly a decade of gradual progress. In
2015, under Turkey's presidency, the SME
ised. J ol in 201
tiorof the neurs' Alliance, an
initiative that continues independently.
Italy's 3021 presidency introduced the first
G20 start-up competition — the G20
Innovation League — which was expanded
by Indonesia in 2022 into the G20 Digital
Inmowation Network, These efforts, spanning
mmmnEand income |.I!W.‘|S from Emmg

like Turk
wvanced economies lllm Iealy and Japan —
 signals of a growing itioa:
That start-ups and SMEs are critical engines
ufmchslwz am:l sustalnablcglubal growth,

A

ceeded in creating a structured process for
pmdunru; a poll:y communiqué that cap-

upam:l SME ecosystems. However, they also
revealed two critical gaps: There was no sys-

n, pro-
pc|l|!dtyus picly ing start-up
ECOEYSEM, 10 propase ﬂnrfam:a.l establish-
mcm of Startupi. This initiative brought an

haracter to G20 — making it

able ofthelarge

tematic process for

mendations inte national policies, and no
mechanism for long-term continuity: In re-
sponse, the forum proposed the creation of

and the agility of the small. The Cuuld pan-
‘demic
proach: For the first tine in history, vaccdines
‘were developed and deployed within a year.
Relatively smaller companies like Moderna,
and Bharat Biotech, and Oudord's labs drove
early development, while giants like Plizer
and Astrafeneca scaled them globally
thlquhparmurslups Itwasaclualﬁsuuf

af ap-

Eaps —an imherently “start-up-like" solution
fior & start-up-focused platform,

India's inaugural policy communicué had
issued a bold call: To increase G20 nations’
collective investment in the global start-up
ecosystem to $1 trillion by 2030 To realise
this ambition, it proposed several founda-
tional steps. One, developing a global start-
U] ition and harmumsmg

When Brazil assumed the

lingin
unprecedented impact. . .
When we launched Startup20 in India,
the overarching objective was to produce
palicy recommendations o harmonise the
Elobal start-up ecosystem while retaining
the autonomy and whlant dl\"l!l'!l‘tj' of na-

T, creatir ar-
cessing global capital, tabent. and markets.
Three, promoting inclusion by supporting
underrepresented groups and four, identify-
ingand scaling start-ups aligned with ghobal
priorities like the SDGs,

Brazil refined these themes and intro-

tional poosysterms W
G20 presidency i in 2024, this vision faced its
first real test. bt en

In the area of finance, it pro-
pusr:d snndaldlsllmlnmmunlllimma-
tion, 1g tokenisation for access to

its dhomestic start-up ecosystem — earning

capital, and uslng blended finance instru-

G20} yin 2024, this
vision faced its first real test.
Brazil sought both to
strengthen its domestic start-
up uc-"ﬁysmn — earning
recognition fromits
government and visibility on
the world stage — and to
advance the global policy

CR Sasikumar

task force on regulation and publlc pullcy

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The horror unfolding in Gaza is a collapse of the very global norms the UN was
founded o uphokd. The UNS moral failure in Rvanda and Bosnia muse nog be

repeated in Gaza. This time, the world must not look away”

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

All parties should
welcome SIR

Periodic revision of electoral rolls is
amandatory practice in any country.
Opposition’s criticisms are misplaced

VI RAJYA
BY Ram MaDHAV

IT IS HEARTENING to see the Election
Commission of India (ECT) stand firm on its
now-complete Special Intensive Revision
(SIR)of the electoral rolls in Bihar ahead of

the BClsoug ht to undertake this SIR It con-
cluded the first phase of door-to-door veri-
fication with the help of thousands of Blodk
Level Officers { BLOs) and other officials,
Settingaside criticisms, the ECl declared that
99 per cent of electors had been covered
through this exercise and that it had helped
the BCTidentify 2,16 million voters whowene
dead, Another 3.15 million were found to
have permanently migrated while one lakh
peoplewene untraceable, This number con-
stitutes around 8 per cent of the total 72,1
million voters in Bihar, There shouldn't be
any controversy over those who are de-
masudurluva migrated Lessthan 1 percent

to submit their about
Mmhadlﬂsepullncajpam!saldﬂwm

bother,

the upe legisla-

ture. The Opposition parties have been
stalling Parliament, arguing that the SIR is
politically motivated and intended to de-
prive lakhs of voters of their voting righits.
They threaten to boyoott elections, too. The
ECl is a constitutional body with au-
powers and responsibiliti

Those critical of its actions have approached
the Suprems Court. They could have gone
tothe EClitself.

The Supreme Court did raise some con-
«cerns and sought clarifications from the

This is not the end of the process any-
wiay. The revised lists of voters will be sup-
plied tothe 12 registered parties by August
1. Parties will have one full manth to chal-
lenge any of the deletions since the peti-
tioners in the Supreme Court argued that
the BLOs didn't do their job “given the im-
possible deadlines”, The BLOs had one
momnth to complete this exercise during
which time they were expected to visit
around households, This accounts
fior bess than 15 houses on a given -M:ﬂnng

ECL, but it refused to stay the

day, a task the is "imipos-

process as demanded by the
NGOs The ECI refused to bud ge before the
political threats and reacted strongly o
their criticism, asking whether “fearing
these things", it should *pave the way for
some to cast fake votes in the name of de-
ceased voters, voters who have migrated
permanently, or those registered in two
places, fake voters or foreign voters 7™
Fe) .

sible”. They BLOs, who
often belong to poor and kwer-middle-
class sections, of harassing, cheating, and
even seeking bribes from voters.

Electoral reforms are never easy. [ took
Towr decades and an officer like TN Seshan
to attend to booth capturing, bogus voting
and impersonation. Seshan, a courageous

‘was created o develop ethi- of independence, which was mot
cal i and h ised in\MsmcuunnicsThc
Frameworks across nations, US reached that

Mo, with Souwth Africa’s G20 presidency
having launched Startup2(0's 2025 cormvening
‘on July 21 in Johannesturg, the work continues
‘with five dedicated task forces - foundation
and alliances, finance and investment, inclu-
sion and su!alndxlmy trade and market ac-
eSS A

Several firsts define the South Africa
‘chaptter. For the first time, townships and -
ral areas are receiving focused policy atten-
tion. For the first time, private-sector leader-

thu\hmk@mmmlmﬁmbﬂama

ufth: PcuplcEEmal Franchise ) Act, 1928,
Learning about India's decision, Britain's
then-Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, found
itay ak
“the Asiatic republics are few and of recent
‘establishment. Their n!wnl isnot w.'qr en-

h tes clizan up electoral rolls, in-
troduce voter [D cards and force leaders o
religiously follow the Model Code of
Conduct, which was otherwise considered
justa piece of paper by them, Attempts wene
made toimpeach himin Parliament at beast
mmmuuualelnannmmm

dded, making
the Commission a three-member body o
curtail Seshan's authority. Seshan deter-
minedly fought back and took the matter o
the Supreme Court. " have pallm:uns for

tatorshipsor oligarchies.”
But the Indian leadership had decided,

ship is being encouraged to
national interests. And crucially, for the first
time, there is a concerted effort o develop a

in 1928, that
mlyel@.blcmmnapd 21 yearsor above

breakdast,” I

Seshan’s efforts resulted in major re-
Torms, More importantly, they gave teeth o
the ission, which was until then seen
by the political class as a paper tiger,

‘would tovote. BR.

mechanism forimpler recom-
mendations — not just producing them.

As Startup20 enters its third year, we
must still ask the foundational question:

it should be
tal right. However, in its wisdom, the
‘Constituent Assembly decided to incorpo-

the majcsnc and independent role of the
imconducting electionsin a fair

rate it underFart

and transparent manmer, Over the past few
\ ) -

‘What s thi jing that wouldn't hap-
pen otherwise? The answer is clear:
Srartup0 provides the world's highest pol-
icy platformwhere G20 nations' start-up and
SME ecosystems can collectively articulate
their needs — needs that no single country
«can address alone, Indoing so, itensures that
thee agility of the start-up world has a seat at

loftheC:
right under Article 326, This distinction is
important to keep in mind because too
much is said about the burden of proof be-

ir izewith 960
ersand one million polling stations, has

P ther
effici Countries

ing shifted the SIR The
right tn vote, being a constitutional right, is
subject toscruting fromtime totime for the
eligibility of a given individual, In fact, the

wish I

The occasional revision of electoral rolls
is.amandatory practice in any country. Given
the large-scale migration happening in our

ition fromits government and visibil- - ments rmmmllcluuamdcmqrmmn- I""i""i‘i“" inherited from the global policy table —right ide the te country, the Commission's decision to un-
ity an the world stage —and to advance the e hasi India. Both abjectives were [ usi d respect  dertake an intensive revision of the rolls in
lobal N pr i hy Ini. ing start-ups i ble energy, circular achieved, and imp(‘}rtant to the right to vote. They indude non-citi- — th ihar, must
Bath objectives were achieved, and impor- — economy, and social enterprise — core pil- {ecsnnge o a5 the forum Viishmay & founding chair, Aimone Marsan mnstupbetru;elulsnumln.dmmn:bum be weloomed by all parties.
tant lessons emerged as the forum prepared — lars of Brazil's G20 agenda. Additional em- 1|.-.Lmn‘:rlg|_ i umemhrr mernmmmmmm and fiorc i v, and be-
for its next chapter in South Africain 2025, phasis was placed on education, capacity red for its m3’(“l]‘i’|'m“-'l' Jarana th Africa chair of Startup20. ing in prison, The writer, president, Indin Foundation, is
The first two years of Startup20 suc-  building, and corporate governance. A new in South Africain 2025, Views are It is in exencise of these provisions that wath the BIP Viewss are personal
.
['wo many Americas LCTIERS 0 THE EPITOR
STOP [SRAEL suchbills :
. f s raises serious questions,
Is the news all about Epstein? It depends on the reality you live in THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Starving Daksh Salanid, New Delli
_Gaza‘ [IE, July 25). The l:unnn.Led q.ﬂfer—
VAMSEE JULURI ing of Gazans must sop. Nothing inthe - (30,0 DEAL

TINTIN FANS WILL never forget the Eunnyc:(—
s seneral Alcazar

the just-deposed General Tapioca, im Tintin
cnd the Ficaros. After Tapioca has surrendered,
his ADC asks Alcazar what should be done
with theold fellow; whether he should beex-
ecuted prompthy by firing squad. Alcazar re-
fuses to do so, having promised Tintin that
thene would be no bloodshed in the coup. A
seemingly disappointed Tapioca and a
grouchily determined Alcazar then talk like
acouphe of serious elder figures about how
the youngsters like Tintin have no respect for
traditions like firing squads these days!

bitter i i th

tremes, the experience of living in American
democracy continues to feel frantic, fever-
ish,and cam

had the grace to concede in 2016, while
Trunpmluscdmdusumzﬂm Inthe other

Itisnot just political opinion, but one’s sense
of reality itself that seems polarised. Since
therise of social media, friends, family mem-
bers, students, ew
to b living in a different silo now as far as
their knowledge, or even impression, of what
For those who consume Mational Public
Radio and The New York Times, the news is
still about the alleged troubles in the MAGA
waorld over Epstein. Few of my friends in the
had

Democrats and Republicans, or between the
pro-Trump and anti-Trump forces, has ac-
quired all the twists and turns of a
*Picaresque” adventure. Critics of President
Donald Trump had a trivmphant rn for a
wt'lllnwa‘hmmgmegwmgsplum his

Bay Area, 1pie, -
news of Gabbard's staternents on Obama,
But for those who follow a different set of
sources, the news, and its implications for
theirsenseof faith in the Trump presidency,
will be very different indeed.

Twardifferi i much

silo, Trump’
site; they will point out that the Democrats
relentlessly sought to deny legitimacy to
Trump and his voters from all the way back
iin 2016, and that the Biden administration
unleashed a witch-hunt on a former presi-
dent and tried every nasty trick it coubd o
keep him from running again in 2024

The real divide in America, as one of my
old students once pointed ouwt, isn't just be-
tween political loyalties, but simiply a func-
tion of whether one is consuming editori-
alised news from “legacy media™ or
long-form, direct, videos in the form of pod-
«casts, campaign speeches, and i

ofcivilians, We all must raise ourvoice in

the plot, or at beast a sense of memory about
how we got here in just a few decades,

‘Was it the victory of artention-seeking
oommunication tactics over the soporific
calm of political platitudes that marked the
end of not just civility, but a shared sense of
political reality? Was it the technology that
came 5o fast no one had amything to work
around it except for technocratic [ pseudo)
solutions of the “Ministry of Truth” kind? It
is fascinating to recall that even the compli-
cated 2000 presidential election result did
not end with supporters of Al Gore and

marching off into different
sumsets, But by 2016, everything was differ-

For people wha do bath, the cunrudictiuns

ent. Mow, asthe sec decade of the Trump
eraunlnlds.andmepusslbiltyufmm:-pms—

is Ihcpusslhlllty of a change, a halk to the

the long-running saga of the notorious
"Epsmm files". Howvever, Direc tor of National
e Tulsi Gaht ement

asthey past 15-odd years, Critics
of Trump will perceive what they see asa

logical hostilities, a reality-
mcantlllatm |fwuw|ll Pumcd,armn—

performing their

witch-hunt shed against Obama.
inturn, will see, or hope

that former president Barack Obama's ac-

inthe 2016 election were tantamount to an
attempted “years-hong coup” has swung the
pendulum once again.

But unlike a pendulum that eventually
seeks a position of quiet rest in the middle
after havi sended i attheem-

tosee, their faithvindicated that “Russiagate”
was a hoax, and Obama-Biden-era officials
who persecuted Trump and his

cial medi, people have becomse
incapable of humility, of a pause in their be-
lief-torrents, of an opportunity to consider
tthey may have been lied to, or at least misled

will be called out now for their actions. Inone
il the Dernocrats will wonder aloud at how
their record of fair play and decency all these
wears has not been reciprocated at all by the

Theey will say that Hillary Clinton

in their oftlungs by pamal
picturesand frames in their cial

idential i again lurks around
the corner, the idea of how winners and los-
ers, leaders and followers, can live together
once again after the fall that was digital me-
dia remains a mystery.

Toconclude with a besson from Tistin and
the Picaros, let’s remember that in the end,
whether the sign over the shum says “Viva
Tapioca” or “Viva Alcazar,” the reality of the
mess there will still remain. But so will the
hope that whetherin Tintin

mediafeeds. And the institutions that might
have played a role in helping to elevate real-
life inteactions and conversations over vir-
tual reality-traps, schools, colleges, media

orinreal Efe, will win the day, too.

The writer iz professor of Medio Studies,
Uiniversity of San Francisco

epaperindianexpressicom I W

upport of the besiegec
ple. How can the conscence of world
leaders allow any of this? Mot just Gaza,
thene is human suffering one way oran-
other in every corner of our planet be-
causeof the pover plays of a fsw old men.
Have we shutoureyes completely? Ordo
wve see berms like international Law and
rules-based order selectively? We must
recentre empathy and common sense

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Closing the:
Deal' [IE, July 25). The India-UK trade
deal, between two large economies of
different spheres of the world, stands as
an ideal plank for developed nations to
Fillowy tor make a deal with India as itof-
fizrs the most attractive market with an
expanding economy and rising dispos-
able incomes. India, however, must be
careful to ensure that trade directly ben-
efits both partners, and not just the de-

wirtues. W cannot allow thern to push
usback i

e 1d. The "rubes of origin” en-
sure thal only genuine goods get

Creater Noida

access and no third player
its the terms of

A DANGEROUS BILL

THIS REFERS TO the article, "Spell out
IWE (IE, July 2025). There have been
many instances due to which the scope
of dissent in India hasmmulnmques-
tion. India has very poor il

thedeal.
Abhinav Shah, [ucknow

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Closing
the Dieal (IE, July 25). The India-UK trade
deal has finally come intoeffect. This will
help Indlan pm:luns become more

competiti asthe

World Press Freedom Index. The \"H:c
President of India just resigned. Then
there are numerous cases of unlawful
preventive detentions. [t is no surprise

tariff barriers have been lifted. Even
India will become a more open econ-
oy, with the facilitated ease of doing
business. In this era, we need to diver-

thenthat oy has

wing extremnism”. Althoush i
importance is yet to be seen, passing

sifyour male our
‘economy resilient. All-in-all, thisisa
‘weloome step amid increasing geopo-
litical anid economic uncertainties.

Prachi Dixit, jodhpur
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The most c usedc i In
India, common salt is made by
evaporating sea water in shall ow pond-
like structures. The resulting salt crystals
are then harvested and processed,
including fortification with iedine, before
being packaped and sold in the market
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KNOW YOUR SALT

Himararan PINK
Lik itis mined from salt

Popularly known dh and
consumed largely during fasting seasons,
this salt is harvested by mining salt rock
deposits in the mountains. The salt rocks,
after being cleaned to remove impurities,
are broken into smaller granules, before
being packaged and distributed

MNONE of Hindi cinema’s most iconic
soenes, Kalia in Sholoy swears by a
pinchof salt—*Sardoor, maine nopka
namak khooya hai” — as he pledges
his loyalty to Gabbar, The ubiquitous
grainy white condiment failed to save his Efie
and in the 50 years since, a shift in consump-
tion patterns and lifestyles has seen salt
showly eating away at Indians’ health,

‘While the permissible amount of salt
consumption, as prescribed by the World
Health Organisation, is 5 gm a day per per-
50n[2,000mgof sodium or about a teaspoon
of salt], several studies have pointed to how
Indians consume more than double the
amount, pasing risks of hypertension, stroke
and heart diseases.

According to the Indian Council of
Medical Research-Mational Institute of
Mutrition's (ICMR-NIN] 2024 Dietary
Guidelines for Indians, existing evidence re-
weals a “deleterious impact of high salt in-
take on blood vessels and
blood pressure”, which in
turn can cause heart at-
tack, stroke andjor kid-
ney problems, High LR
amounts of salt in the
body resultsin water re-
tention, which further

gist and culinary anthropologist.

“Salt is indispensable to all mammals As
arule, hunter gatherers used togetall the salt
they needed from the food they ate, They
didn’t need o add anything at all 1t's only
when we became farmers that we started
adding salt,” he says.

“On every continent”, notes Mark
Kurlansky in his book Salt: A World History,
“once human beings by At TOp
they began tolook for salt toadd to thedr diet.
How they learned of this need is amystery...
howvever, most people choose toeat far mone
salt than they need, and perhaps this urge —
the simple Fact that we like the taste of salt
—isanatural defense.”

With that, salt became one of the most
valuable commaedities of trade. Kurlansky
notes, “Where people ate a diet consisting
largely of grains and vegetables, supple-
mented by the meat of slaughtered domes-
tic farm animals, procuring salt became a ne-
cessity of life, giving it great

symbolicimportance and

economic value, Salt was
™ % oneof the first interna-
L4 tional commodities of
trade; its production was
oneof the firstindustries
and, inevitably, the first

increases the pressureon

the heart to pump larger Should you switch
wolumes of luid, causing o bow-sodium salt
hypertension. and isit worth the

The primary culprit,
experts agree, is ultra-
processed food.
According to the NIN's
Dietary  Guidelines,
processed foods such as
“snacks, savouries, soups,
sauces, kerchup, salted
butter, cheese, canned
foods, papads, and salted
dry fish, salted nues/dry
fruits contribute to higher
intake of salt, Preserved
meats/vegetables and
ready-to-eat foods con-
tain alot of sodium”,

Prompted by the
“alarming” salt consurmp-
tion patterns, earlier this
month, ICMR-NIE (the
Mational Institute of
Epidemiology) launched
Project Namak, a three-
year-long community-
led programme that fo-
ousesonsaltreductionin
individuals with hyper-
tension.

Sharan Murali, senior
scientist at ECMB-NIE and
the principal imvestigator
of Project Namak, says,
"*Our research team eval-
uated the hypertension
companent of the NP-
NCD [Mational
Programme for Contral
and Prevention of Non-
Communicable Diseases)
programme in 21 dis-
tricts in the country and
understood that 78 per
cent of the individuals
with hypertension who
come fior follow-up re-
ceive some counselling
forbehavioural changein
the OPD. This opportu-
nity may be used tocoun-
sel the individuals with

trouble?

‘While the ideal way torne-
duce salt intake, Dr Srinath
Redidy says, isto reduce com-
man salt in your food, and
consume natural sources of
potassium like fruits and
vegetables to maintain the
sodium-potassium balance,
those who are unable o
bring about the behavioural
change can switch to low-
sodium salts, However, those
with any underlying condi-
tions, especialhy with kidney-
related issues, must seek
proper medical advi

state monopaly.”

InIndia, salt holds a
deeply symhbolic value
given how Mahatma
Gandhi shook an emipire
with a fistful of salt with
his Salt Satyagraha.

While the origins of
salt consumption are
glohal, Indians took tosalt
more organically.

In the absenoe of any
recorded  evidence,
SubbaRao

Gavaravarapu, scientist
and Head of Nutrition
Information,

Communication  and
Health Education at NIN,
cites “traditional knowi-

making such a switch.

Are low-sodium
salis linked to
sodium and iodine
deficiencies in the body?
Mo, Onconcernsof iodine
deficiencies  from  low-
sodium salt, SubbaRao M
Cavaravarapu, scientist and
ead of Nutrition
Infoemation, Communication
and Health Education at NIN,
says thatall pre-packaged sale
sold in India, including bow-
sodium salt, has the same F5-
SAlmandate — tharit"should
be necessarily iodised”.
Onwhether low-sodium
salt would lead to sodiumde-
ficiency in the body,
Dr Ashok Seth, Chairman,
FortisEscorts Heart Institute,
notes that the human body
maintains normal sodium
levels, “Sodium levels go
dowm only due to hoemonal
and kidney disease processes,
dehydration, diarthoea and
winmiting, and some drugs, in
which case doctors would
recommend patients to con-
sume more salt.”

edge” lzin Indians’
tendency to consume
higher amounts of salt,
“Wie are a tropical nation
and many of our people
would work outdoors
and perhaps to compen-
sate for the sodium loss
through sweat, sodium
was incorporated
through fiood,” he says.

To understand the
detrimental effect of this
condiment, however, itis
important to know that
salt {NaCl, with sodium
and chloride bonsina 1:1
only as harmiul
as its sodium content.
And that, given our shift-
ing eating patterns,
sodium comes from
mowe than just the salt we
consume,

While, as the NIN
guidelines say, “a major
amount of sodium does
come from the visible ad-
dition of salt”, there are
also innocuous ways
sodium makes its way
intoourbloodstream. For
instance, there is sodium
bicarbonate or baking

hypertension on dietary
salt reduction as an add-
on along with the med-
ations”

Over the last two decades, there have
been several such studies, including those
published in the Journal of Hypertension,
Journal of the American Heart Association and
Mutrients, among others, that point to high
saltintake among Indians.

According to India Salt Market Report and
Forecast 2025-2034 by Claight Corporation
published this year, the India salt market
reached around USD 2,32 hillion in 2024, The
market is projected to grow at a com-
pounded annual growth rate of 6.20% be-
tween 2025 and 2034, reaching almost USD
4.23 billion by 2034.

-

soda, the indispensable
ingredient in bakery
products, There's also
menosodium glutamate or
MSG which gives food its umami or savoury
flavour and is commaonly present in canned
food. Then there's sodium nitrite, which is
commonly used by commercial meat pro-
CESEINg units to preserve meat, and sodivm
benzoate, which gives acidic foods and bev-
erages such asoolas, soft drinks, pickles, salad
dressings and jams and prese rves theirshelf
life. And for those into carbonated drinks
such as diet soda, there's sodium saccharin
to reckon with — all of which add o our
sodium intake without any real addition of
saltitself or table salt as we know it
Food critic and historian Pushpesh Pant

With experts al ing against too lit-

the need for broadening the un-

te salt — Dr Vivekanand [ha of the George
Institute of Global Health says “physiologically,
atleast S00mg of sodium is compatible with
good health™ — how does onestrike a halance
with something as ubiguitous as salt?

The search for salt

Historians say that the earliest evidence
of salt production in India can be traced to
the Indus Valley Civilization, although con-
sumption would date even further back,
*particularly 11000 years ago or alittle later
when they realised that they need to add salt
o their diet,” notes Kurush Dalal, archaeolo-

derstanding of salt to manage one's sodium
consumption. “In Sanskrit, the word for salt
is lmwama, which does not necessarily mean
sodium chloride, which we know as table
salt. It could mean potassium chloride,
sodium bicarbonate. It could be anything
which is alkali,” he says. Khar, the alkali ash
that is commonly used in food in the
Northeast, is sodium carbonate, he explains,

Experts broadly agree that among the
easiestways to combat this excessive supply
of sodium to cur bodies is to consume less
table salt — and achieve a better balance of
flavours.

deposits on rocks, primarily in Pakistan's
Khewra salt range — the world's second
largest salt mine. However, following a
ban on imports from Pakistan India is
looking at other markets such as the UAE,
Iranand Malaysia

With Indians consuming salt far
in excess of the WHO-mandated limit
5 gm a day, TRISHA MUKHERJEE speaks
to epidemiologists, researchers and
food historians to trace the cultural pull
of the condiment — and why it comes at
a cost to public health

THE
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BLACK SaLT

Alsoa form of rock salt, it is made by
mixing the mined rock salt with a blend
of spices and herbs, including Babul
bark and triphafa. itisthen heated ina
kiln under high temperatures causing a
chemical reaction that lends it a very
distinctive smell

Low-sonIum Sarr

The low-sodium salts that are available in
the market are essentially table salt,
where a part of the sodium chloride is
replaced with potassium chloride

In his seminal 1998 work, A Historical
Dictionary of fndian Food, the kate food histo-
rian KT Achaya notes that there are six ‘pure’
tastes: madhumn (sweet ), amia (sour), lovang

of fruits and vegetables rich in the mineral
“Onecanconsume bananas and coconut

water. But everybody may not be able to take

allof itall through the year. Sointroducing a

by, keartu {pungent ), i Jand kasaya
{astringent | "Every meal was expected toin-
cludie all the six tastes, and in the order just
listed, according to Sushrutha(ancient Indian
physician and doctor),” the book says.
Traditionally, the use of salt in cooking
has beenin tandem with the other five tastes,
Pant explai vhile saying that different re-
gional cuisines in [ndia have their mwn equa-
tion with salt. “If you are a coastal person,
miost of your salt would come from sea wa-
ter fish. The pungency of mustard oil, which
isused generously in Bengalicuisi
alimited requirement of salt.
area Maratha living away from t
and you are eating millets, which are notvery
palatable on their own, youwill increase the
leveds of salt and chillies. Orif you are having
preserved foods like papad or
buari, salt content is higher,"
Pant says.

Low-sodium way

Concerns of exces-
sive salt intake and its
detrimental effects on

salt substi ike inthe China trial is some-
thingwe should maybe consider. .. Do some
pilots to see what the response is, what the
safety is, and what the popular acceptance
is,” he adds,

The last i lation- althin-
terventioninsaltwas carmied outwas in 1952,
when common salt was fortified with iodine
under the National Goitre Control
Programme. Presenthy, all packaged salt soldin
India, from common salt to rodk salt, is iodised.

NIN's Gavaravarapu flags another, largely
behavioural, concern regarding low- sodium
substitutes not being “salty enough™, "Feople
think that becawse it is low-sodium, they can
have more of it 1deally, you should use it even
less than usual so that the benefit of replac-
ing it with potassium is passed on,” he says.

The writing on the
package

While we wait for
more research and con-

sensus on reducing the
sodium component in

public  health have
prompted a host of stud-
iesand small-scale inter-
ventions to produce
“low-sodium” salt. This
involves replacing a part
of the sodium in sodium
chloridewith other addi-
tives, primarily potas-
sium. But so far, these ex-
periments haven't
achieved the required
scalein India.

“The concemn insaltis
the sodium. To reduce
sodium, other kinds of
salts are added, Mosthy, it
is replaced with potas-
sium but there are issues
with low-sodium salts —
it is expensive and its
supply is short,” says
MIN's Gavaravarapul,

The practice of adding
potassium to packaged
common salt, however, is
yet to take off on a mass
scale inthe country given
the lack of India-specific
studies and with little
clarity around its poten-
tial benefits or perceived
risks,

Dr K Srinath Reddy,
founder president of the
Public Health Foundation
of India (PHFI} who for-
merly  headed the
Department of
Cardiology at AlIMS, says
that folbowing initial tri-
als across the world,
‘where part of the sodium
insalt was replaced with
either potassium or mag-
nesium, there were con-
cerns over whether it
could “cause harm to
people with reduced re-
naland kidney function”.

“Potassiumis a bit cor-

With avariety of
salts — from rock
salt to Himalayan
pink salt — available in
ithe market, is any one
better than the other?
“Theconcerning ingredi-
ent in any salt is sodium.
There isno real difference in
sodium levels between the
table salt that we use and
other salts — Himalayan
pink salt, backsalt, rock salt
et They have sodium in al-
mast the same levels: 96-07
per cent, And if somebody
says that the latter is better
for health because it has
minerals, and has been
sourced from the Himalayas,
please understand that you
are not consuming salt for
iron orzinc (even if it may be
present  in - minuscule
amounis ). These are present
only as remnants of what is
already there in nature, Itis
mot a source of that particu-
lar nutrient," says SubbaRao
M Gavaravarapu of MIN.

Istherea

recommended

minimum
amount of sodium that
one must consume
everyday?

“While there isn't a rec-
ommended amount, physio-
logically, 0.5 gm of sodium,
which roughly transalates to
125 gm of salt everyday, is
compatible  with good
health" says DrVivekananda
Jha, Executive Director at The
George Institute for Global
Health, India.

common salt, experts ad-
vocate the need to create
AWATENESS AMONE COn-
SUMETE.

Dr Reddy and NIN's
Gavaravarapu reveal that
the Food Safety and
Srandards Authority of
India (FSSA1), a statutory
body under the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, is looking at the
feasibility of ‘front of the
package labeling’ that
would explicitly warn
customers of high levels
«of sugar, salt and trans fat,
among others.

“If a package notes
that it has so many grams
per cent of fat or carboby-
drate or trans fats, unless
I'have studied nutrition, [
wouldn'tunderstand amy
of it. That's why you re-
quirewarmning labels that
communicate cearly and
help people recognise
there's a problem with
the salt or sugar in the
product,” says Dr Reddy.

The UK and Ireland,
forinstance, follow a'traf-
fic light packaging’

1, where red, amber
and green colours are
used to indicate the kev-
els of fat, saturated fat,
sugar, and salt in food
products,

Public health scien-
tist and epidemiologist
Dr Monika Arora says
the country needs a be-
havioural change in
terms of salt consump-
tion. “Salt can be re-
duced in the food served
inschools, hospitals and
government canteens,
which are regulated

rosive, sowewould have o

use it in concentrations that won't damage
the lining of the stomach and intestines.
There were also concerns over whether low-
sodium salt would cause hyperkalemia (ex-
oess potassium levels in the blood )in the eld-
erly with renal function though there were
successful trialsin the US that said it was safe
fior them. But the findings weren't accepted
because the trials were small,” Reddy says,
while pointing toa study conducted in China
by the George [nstitute for Global Health,

With a “fairly large™ sample size of over
20,000 participants from 600 rural villages
in five provinces in the country, the China Sale
Substitute and Stroke Study (55a55), pub-
lished in 2023 and conducted over five years,
found that “replacing salt with a reduced-
sodium added-potassium 'salt substitute’
significantly kowers the risk of stroke, heart
disease, and death”.

The institute has submitted a funding re-
quest to ICMR to conduct 2 similar study in
India, =aid Dr Vivekananda Jha, Executive
Director at The George [nstitute for Global
Health, India.

“The study in China proves the point that
lower thanusual levels of dietary sodivmcan
be toderated without ill-effects, and a certain
amount of potassium is required to balance
the sodium. But whether that's going to be-
«come public policy in India, whether people
are going to accept the altered tastes, we will
haveto see," says Dr Reddy, emphasising that
“ideally”, potassiurm, which negates the effects
of sodium, should be consumed in the form

places. The tongue and
palate get adjusted to a gradual reduction.
Midday meal is an excellent way of going
about it. Another way is to tax high-salt
products, making it an incentive for the in-
dustry to start reformulating their prod-
ucts,” she says,

Celebrity chef and entrepreneur Sanjeev
Kapoorsays he realised the dangers of excess
=salt much before it became a talking point.

“When| dived deeper inta healthier food
options, | realised that itis not onby sugar that
is the cullprit, but also salt,” he says.

He also joined hands with the govern-
mient o raise awareness about healthy food
habits through FS5A's ‘Eat Right Movernent”
that focussed on “reduction of high fat, sugar
and salt foods in the diet”.

“We have to understand that taste is
something that you get used to. Your palate
getstrained. Salt is a flavour enhancer If there
is low salt in a dish, other flavours may also
seem muted, Butit also hides Hlavours, Which
mieans if you add too much salt inadish, the
top note is of salt and you never experience
the real Alavour of other ingredients. If you
want touse bess salt, you can start by enhanc-
ing the flavourwith other ingredients. Lemon
wiorks really well as do herbs like mint, co-
riander, basil and tulsi,” he says.

‘Whibe cutting donwm on salt may seem like
hard work, Kapoor's new catchphrase may
hold the key — around 20 years ago, while he
started with "Nemok Swod Amsar (salt as per
taste, he now swears by Nomak Sehat Amusar
(saltas per health].
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Three times the prlce of other oils: Why coconut oil is on fire

ket has zoomed from Rs 22,500 per quintal to
HARISH DAMODARAN Rs 39,000 per quintal. At the retail level, the
NEW DELHI JULY 25 ail is selling for around Rs 460 per b, chose to
diouble s ariy-January price YiSiosa | COCONUTOILPRODUCTIONIN INDIA'S EDIBLE DIL
INDIA'S ANNUAL retail food inflation rate fell This makes coconut oll more expensive SUMI K
te minus 1LOGE in June, the Imw:sl since nuwthmwmncsalm{urgmgclly]ud atra- TOP 3COUNTRIES CON PTIONIN2023-24
]anuarymID B C oil that is retailing for 2023-24 Palmail 9754
i items. MRNZJ per kg 1880 Soyabean oll 528

Among thern isvegetable oils, where the il prices at all-ti Mustard ofl T781
‘year-on-year price increase highs, Y haven'tin my 50years (14.80) | (1130} | (1130) oll 9585
reached 17.75% in June, ac- of trading “psu "} 4
cording to the Mational EXPLAINED much in such a short time,” 130 iR o0 mm::::m ;]_'2
Statistics Office. halath president (706) | (650) | (680} | Cottons —

The all-India average ol the Cochin Oil Merchants' India 570 570 573 i 19
modal {most quoted) P f palmail OMA), said. (0019) (015) (01s) Cn(nn.utn
iscurrently Rs 132 per kg, compared with Rs ToTAL 5866
95 a year agn, data from the Department of ~ Global factors Isers il tounes; figures fn brock ek
Consumer Affairs show, The prices of soy- Tom Jose, chairman of the Irinjalakuda exparts, data are for narketing year | October- safflower Erather minarall. Sotrce: The
abean, sunflower, and mustard oils have  (Kerala -based KSE Limited, India's largest September | Saurce: [ Agriculiire Solven £ A o ey Tl
risen from Rs 120 t0 Rs 154, Rs 11510 Rs 150, solvent-extracted coconut oil producer, at-

and Rs 150 to Rs 176 respectively over the
same period. However, the increase in prices
of these oils is nothing compared to what co-
conut il has seen.

Since the beginning of this year, the whole-
sale price of coconut oil at Kerala's Kochi mar-

tribuites the unprecedented price Hse malnly
o output in the
Ealling clue to El Nifio-induced drought,
These bwo countries ane the world's top
producers-cum-exporters of the oil that is
extracted from the dried white flesh or ler-

SV SCIENCE |

#ARSENICLIFE: STORY OF AVIRAL
STUDY & ACONTENTIOUS RETRACTION

FIFTEEN YEARS agn, a group of scientists
made the bold claimof having discovered
a microorganism that could survive us-
iz chemistry different from any known
life-form. On Thursday, the journal
Science, where these findings were re-
ported, formally retracted the 2000 pa-
per. saying it was fundamentally flawed,

While there is broad scientific con-
sensus against the study's findings, the
retraction nonetheless is contentious,
and patentially opens a pandora’s bas for
academic publishing.

stead cited its late st standards for retrac-
tions, which allow it to take down a study
based on *ermors” by the researchers. The
decision was made after The New York
Times last year reached out to Science for
acomment on about the legacy of the
frarseniclife affair.

That inguiry “convinced us that this

saga wasn't over, that unless we wanted
to keep talking about it forever, we prob-
ably ought to do some things to try to
wind it down,” Holden Thorp, editor-in-
chief of Science since 2019, told The NYT.

“And so that's when | started talking to

‘Why study went viral
Living beings typically rely ona num-
berof common elements, including car-
hun,hydrﬁgcn. nitrogen, oxygen, phos-
h sulfur, il bi lecul

the authors about retracting.”

But the paper’s authors disagroe with

the decision, Their defenders, including
afficials at MS’\.whlch helped fund the

is outside

] ules
stich as DNA, proteins and lipids.

In 2009, researchers collected a mi-
crobe from Mono Lake, a salty and alka-
line body of waterin Californda, In the lab,
they claimed to have found that this mi-
crobe could replace phosphorus with ar-
semic, an element that is typically toxic,
Phosphorus is essential to the structure
of DNA and RNA and to the function of
the energy-transporter mobecule AT

IF confirmed, the discovery would
change scientists’ fundamental concep-
tions about life on Earth, ibily be-
yond, Naturally, the study reoeived a lot
of attention, and travelled well beyond
the typical terrain of academic confer-
ences and sclcnhﬁt]wmals

the norms of what usually beads to the
striking down of a published paper.

Ariel Anbar, a geochemist at Arizona

State University and one of the paper's
authors, has said that the data itself is
naot Aawed, and if disputes about "data
interpretation” were acceptable stan-
dards for retraction, “you'd have to re-
tract half the literature™.

As justification for the retraction, the

Scierice staterment cites the technical ob-
Jections published alongside the paper,
and failed replications of the findings in
2012 Bt the original paper’s authors have
responded totheabjections and eriticised
replication experiments, Anbar has ac-
cusod Snmu:u[mt providing any “nea-

Maimy scieriti e world ex-
pressed serious concerns with the study's
mnhudulugy and ctmclusm;\ Mnst fo-

lanation” for the retraction.
hvan Oransly, a specialist inacadermic

publl;hmg ru]d Mature that this retrac-

talbly, the »d up by the
Internet. On the tlu:n nascent Twithe
trended with the hashrag #arseniclife.
The study's authors also faced extreme
serutiny into their personal lives,

T

Jit are plenty of debunked papers in the lit-
erature that could be retracted], be says,
Will ather publishers get on board with
trying to clean up the scientific record ?

Anel if 5o, “where do you start?”

‘Why retraction is contentious
Science has not accused the paper's
authors of misconduct or fraud, and in-
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nels of coconuts [ Table 1)

‘The EI Nifko cvent, which lasted from July
2023 lu]unrM‘t am:m:d the gruwtl\d oo~
conut i ing

the 2024-25 martr:tmg year that bcgan in

AMITABH SINHA

THE WORLD added about 582 gigawatts
[GW)of renewable energy capacity in 2024,
representing an increase of 15% over the
previous year, according toa new repart by
the International Renewable Energy
Association (IRENAL This was the largest
annual increase in renewable energy capac-
ity in ary single year.

Currently, the installed capacity of re-
newablbe energy across the globe stands at
more than 4,442 GW, and around 30% of the
world's electricity is produced from renew-
able sources.

Thie new Feport by IRENA, which was re-
beased on July 10, also said that at the cur-
rent rate of growth, the world would come
close to achieving its target of tripling re-
newable energy installed capacity by 2030,
This target is considered crucial For limiting

October. The impact is being felt now, as it
takes roughly a year for a singbe coconut to
go from flowering on the tree to a fully ma-
ture fruit that is ready for harvesting,

“The weather disturbances, on top of ag-

ing coconut plantations in the bwo countrics,
have led to global supply ughtncss and to
buyers scrambling to stock up,” Jose said.
Productionin India, which ant

for food (cooking and frying). The rest goes

into the manufacture of hair oil, cosmetics,

soaps, and in other industrial appllcalm;_
Likee other indigenc

expaorter, has been flat, if not down,

Mo immediate supply response to high
prices is expected because coconut trees =
rieties — start bearing fruit only in 3-5 years,

The price sentiment has been further
boosted by reports of the Indonesian govemn-
ment planning restrictions on the export of
ranw whole coconuts, amid concerns over the
shartage of the fruit for

tard, sesame, groundnut ), cocanutail has lost
market share to the predominantly imported
oils = palm, soyabean, and sunflower.

The three imported oils accounted for
about 72% of the almost 260 It total domes-
tic edible oil consumption during the year
ended October 2024, The only indigenous ol
that has held out is mustard; coconut is Jow
dhonwn the list (Table 2).

Eveni state thatis named af-

Meanwhile, the government of the
Priomrasi o Ml

T 4l v
blending of coconut oil-based CME {coco-
methyl ester) in diesel sold in the country
from October 2024. The blend could go up o
4% from October 2025 and to 5% from
October 2026, which would reduce the ex-
portable surplus of coconut ol further.

Amarginalised oil
©OF the 5.7 lakh tonnes (It) of coconut il
produced in India, only about 391t is used

AL WA 1S0) CLIMATE

Why renewables alone can’t help

Inrecent years, the world has witnessed a boom in the growth of renewable energy capacity. However,
this has not reduced the use of fossil fuels, which has led to an unabated rise of greenhouse gas emissions

ter Ko or the coconut troe — the annual con-
sumption of coconut oil is just 2 1t mman:s
That is half the ¢

palmoil (41t) and more than sunflower oil | |.J
It). From being the top producer of coconut,
Kerala has now slipped to third place, behind
Tarmil Machi and the No.1 produces, Kamataka.

On the whede, the record high prices of
cmunut wil may not hun L'hat much, gven

If amything

it may. atﬂ:li:nm: the shift to ather oils, par-
ticularly imported oils.
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sil fuels currently account for mone than 70%
of glabal electricity production,

I absolite terems, more fossil fuels are
being burnt today than 10 years ago to pro-
duce electricity, To make matters worse, the
increase in use of fossil fuels is expected o
continue for at east a few more years. Asa
lrsult greenhouse gas emissions have

Regional imbalance in growth
of renewables
There are other concerns with the man-

ner inwhich the glohal energy transition is
currenthy taking shapc. Sofar, the bulk uI -

in a handful of countries, while the others

global warming, and was part of the ag)
ment made at the COP28 meeting in Dubai
in 2023

The rapid growth of renewable energy
migght give the impression that the world has
made good progress on meeting its climate
abjectives. However, rencwable encrgy has
nat even begun to replace fossil fuels at the
global level,

s of now it is catering mainly to the ris-
ing electricity demand, which has increased
three times since 1990 and is projected to
grow even higher.

Unabated use of fossil fuels
across the world

While anly around 10% of new electric-
ity installed capacity in 2024 was fossil fuel-
based, the use of fossil fuels, in absolute
verms, is still growing, according to the
IRENA report.

Between 2012 and 2023, global electricity
y:nl:ralm arew by 25% every year un aw:l—

cnengy
uFabuut G churing the same time, 'I'hls has |ad
o a steady rise in the share of renewables in
the electricty generation mix. However, fos-

reached rec hs in recent years.
Moreover, electricity is still anly a small
slice of total energy use. Just 20% to 22% of
the total energy consumed in the world
every year is in the form ul' electricity. Only

left behind,

The IRENA report pointed out that while
renewable capacity increased by 15% globally
i 024, in Africa it grew by just 7% and that
oo from a vclyluwbasl: Alrica is where the

30%of electricity re-
newable sources. This means that about 6%
of the world's energy consumption comes
from clean sources. More than 90% still
comes from fossil sources.

Note that there are some countries,
maindy in the Nordic region, where renew-
ables account for asignificantly higher share
of total encrgy consumption. However, the
special conditions existing in these countries
are difficult to replicate elsewhere. According
o projections, by 2060, even in the case sce-
narios, not mare than 40% to 45% of the
world's total energy consumption would
come from clean sources.

live,

The IRENA report said 71% of the renew-
able capacity addition Last year took place in
Asia, This is slightly misleading as China
alone accounted for more than 625 of global
additions — that is, 364 GW of the 582 GW
installed globally, The whole of Africa to-
gether got less than 15

For the last few years, China has been con-
sistently installing more renewable energy
than the rest of the world combined. Apart
from dcw:lup:d countries, China, md some

15 such as India, the

engy footprint has not grown at a fast pace.
Ttis true that these are the countries that

largest number of people ress |

pmdumnn and supply chains of most of the
systens, could
tries and regions behind once again.

Renewable encrgy, such as solar and
wind, might be available universally = un-
like, say, petrol that is found in only limited
grographies — but the technologies needed
to harmess this energy are getting increas-
ingly inaccessible.

China dominates the production and
manufacturing of solar PV systems, for ex-
amphe, but also consumes more than half of
it. Large buyers such as the United States and
Inclia corner mast of what is exported. There
is little supply for others.

Also, manufacturing outside of China,
which |:Du|:| hM filled thl:gap is struggling.
This is because o ot able to
compete with China's economies of scale,
Jonw labour costs, or state subsidies.

China's control over the renewable en-
ergy system has hc‘%:ln to appear similar to
the OPEC countries” hold over global oil sup-
plies, Energy security has emerged as one of
the foremost concerns of countries, pushing
many of them to secure whatever option is
available to them, irrespective of whether it
is clean or not.

This ition, which
invalves moving away from fossil fuels to-
wands renewable energy, on its own, is un-
liloely tor el tackle the climate crisis, That is
why carbon remeval interventions, which are
yet to become viable, assume great impor-
tance in the fight against global warming.

also b
house

Effecti Iy transition here

The ition to clean and renewable
energy systems is not as simple as it is
made out to be. There are sev-

whic the

et i ple, Affica
Howewver, this kind of lopsided deploy-
ment of renewable energy, coupled with the
fact that China has a near monopoly on the

samples are

goal of curbing global temperatures below
2 degrees Celsius look increasingly unreal-
istic to achieve.

important

the Centre to mnsltkr]aln s pheaas a n:p—

and transport of specimens for testing for  sence of ! “who"can collect sam-  “uncpualified and unregistered non-1 mcd
SOHINIGHOSH hlgh risk viral pathogens’, which include  lection centres continue plnandismc In 2019, i ical persons viz MSc/PhD were authori:
NEW DELHI, JULY 25 i handling various states, posing a func Dr Rohit Jain moved the Delhi nghCnun toissue pathology reparts without the sig-
Convidl-19 virus, ﬂmscgllrdl:lllﬁ. however, i i li challenging the Clinical Estak I i) fap logist,”
THE LNION Ministry of Health and Family — are not relateto  with elinical standards, [Ccmral G Rules to Jain,
Welfare (MoHFW) last week assun:d the handling ul'spcnﬁr‘hl;h rlsk LSS, In November 2020, the National 2018, specifically on minimum require- .\
Delhi Hl;hfﬂumfu'tl. il T 1 Accreditation Board for Testing and  ments for signatory authoritics in diagnos-  One man's fight
rcollection, han- | Calibration Lak i [if tic i ]aln cha.llmgcdthl:sr:amcndrd rules,
and transpart of diagnostic samples. plrmllm:tluncmns.as wiell as its enforce-  that “there are mismatches in the declara- H I | 2007 or- | court high-
e MoHPW said that subject experts  ment. Medical professionals have longbeen  tion [of samples) made by ac- der of the Supreme Court,  lighting an I!T I"CRu:snng “scam” dum\g
held “detailed internal deliberations for for-  calling for ; the MoHPW s soon-to-be- — eredited ) lab to NABL and the EXPLAINED which said that a lab report  the Kumbh Mela in Haridwar that year
mulating minimum standards” following  notified policy seeks to answer this call. actual eollection centres/Eacil- should becounter-signed only  where one lakh fake tests were reportedly
which the draft minimum standards were ities/sources of collection POLICY by aregistered medical practi- — conducted an devatees by uncqualified in-
finalised, The policy is currently beingvetied — Current loopholes whlrh arravalla.hll: nnthl:lr tioner with a post graduate  termediaries,
by s lative dl Fthe Mini Beyond lack of | cal other quaﬁrﬂmnpathlt&(m time, he a]su “The accused diagnostic labs in Delhi
of Law & Justice, the MoHFW tobd thecourt.  guidelines, experts have pulnlv:d maml— A the tirme, it advi bs todeclareall — sought gui and Haryana were able to collect sampk:s

Why this matters
Existing Indian Cuunrll of Medical

ple of significant loophaoles vis-g-vis the
medical testing
W First is the continued existence of

Research (ICMR) collection
and handling of dinical samples are rudi-
mentary and piecemeal.

For instance, the Pune-based ICMR-
Nmnnalhmmn:ul‘\c"lmlny[Nl\l']lusax-
cific ‘Guidelines for

thon centres,
Inn 2018, the Centre had natified that

sample collection centres W|th|n JDday!.

for medical diagnostic labs with regard to

and cautioned that any samp
d

not under the ity of the lab and
not covered undl:l its {qlalir)-} manage-
ment

clectronicsi i ot
tqauthunscdslylam number of pahol-
isit inaday andon

I partof
the main kaboratories, and that the parent

ion norms and lkable to action by
N.l\H.. TMMuHFWsnmpullrymllllwly

their ¢ li of norms. But in the ab-

T AE n

fEE .

[ ] Fxpcru haw:alsucdll:d for revisiting

Oy

daily internal quality control,
But the Centre's Clinical Establishment

(Central Gawernment) Amendment Rules

2020 did not address the issue, allowing

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

reser
maonths, In May 2023, Ilu: government hrlcl
ameeting under the chairmanship of the
Additional Director-General of Health
Services, New Delhi, where Jain too was in-
vited to make his representation,
Adter the meeting, the ww:rnml:nt du—
cided four
experts— pathulcgr buxh:mlmll:malﬂ—
ogy and ~todefine standards
dp’nmdut{ﬂ]ﬁ]hrsamplcmllﬂbmrd—
lection centres and sample transport policy.
‘When these guidelines were not noti-
fied even a year later, Jain in May 2024
muw:d the Dethi High Court again, accus-

and conduct of tests where
they have no sample collection centres at
Uttarakhand. It is clear that a scam of such
ity Iy — 1

thel et .
the issue of sample collection/sample col-
lection centres and sample transport pol-

icy.” Jain had argued in his submission,
In 2023, the Delhi High Court directed

u

ing the nitof
of the court's erder. [t is in Ilus matter that
he Mal
a palicy will be notified at the earliest.
Taking the stry's submission on
record, the court instructed that the stan-
dards be notified expeditiously, with a di-
rection that the process "may be accom-
plished within the next three months”,

E n -
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Gaza's humanitarian crisis

Israel’s 21 month-long conflict with Hamas
is taking a huge toll of Palestinian lives

ROSPECTS FOR A cessation of hostilities between Israeli forces
and Hamas in Gaza—mediated by the US, Qatar, and Egypt—
appear elusive with US special envoy Steve Witkoff stating that
Harmas showed a“lack of desite to reach a ceasefire” Istael is reacly
only for a temporary ceasefire to facilitate the return of 50 hostages still
held in Gaza, only half of whomare alive. Hamas secks guarantees that this
ma.snﬁm wionld evolve into a pe-rmamnl cessation of hostilities, besides
the ful ptionofh ian aid into Gaza which lstael has blacked
since March. Ceasefire or no ceasefire, these infl res;
vation stalks the 2.1 million ctizenryof the Strip Atound 115 people have
so far died from hunger, including 80 children, according to the Gaza
health ministry. Malnutrition is surging with 90,000 women and children
inurgent need of treatment, according to the World Food Prog As

sstar-

: Opinion

ONSIDERING ~ THAT
THEY bring a package of
entrepreneurship, tech-
nology, and integration
with the global value
chainsbesids 1 stock,
foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows
are welcomed by most governments
which actively court MNCs to invest in

if all this were not tragic enough, lsraeli forces have killed 1,026 hungry
Palestinians who thronged the limited food distribution sites that is part
of a contentious new aid programme since May that is overseen by the
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) backed by the US and Israel.

These dire conditions warrant sustained international pressure on
Israel toallow trucks with humanitarian aid to enter Gaza immediately
and allow this to be distributed through the United Nations (UN).
Twenty-eight countries including Britain, Japan, and many European
nations have issued a statement that the war “must end now” and con-
demned “the drip feeding of aid and the inhumane killing of civilians,
including children, seeking to meet their most basic needs of water and
food™. But Israel is not heeding the international condemnation of its
21-month-long warwith Hamas as it has US support. Currently, it is step-
ping up military operations in Deir al-Balah, a part of Gaza where it had
earlier not deployed its ground forces,

theirt promiotion, facil-
itathon, incentives, and concessions.
India has progressivelyliberalised its
FDI palicy regime !lnce 1991. Over the
pastdecade, th ha:
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Mvidia CEO Jensen Huang

Alin my case is creating jobs; it causes people to
create things that other people would like to buy.
It drives more growth, more jobs, and all that

her. Al is the g logy

® APPEALTO INVESTORS
INDIA'S FDI PROMOTION POLICY NEEDS TO GO BEYOND PASSIVE FACILITATION TO AMORE PROACTIVE APPROACH

Making sense of FDI trends

NAGESH KUMAR

Director, institute for Studbes in Industrial Development,
and a memiber of the Monetary Policy Commattee, R

rate, as argued below.
OFD s utilised by Indian

wiealth funds like KKR, PIF, and the Abu
Drhabi I Authority. After the

abroad in search of markets, technology,
and raw An example is Tata

also undertaken reforms to enhance
ease of doing business, lowered corpo-
rate tax rates, production-linked incen-
tives,and has established Invest India as
an investment promotion agency to
attract FDI inflows.

In that context, recent reports
appearing in the media suggesting that
net inflows of FDI have plummeted to
negligi oncemsa.ln
this article, we make sense of the trends
in FDI inflows to India.

The confusion arises from "Foreign
Inflows"

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is determined to keep
fighting till Hamas is destroyed, although the resistance group®s top lead-
ership has been taken out.Close to 90% of Gaza has now been declared off
limits for the displaced Palestinians. Earlier this month, lsrael’s defence
minister indicated that he wanted to establish a "humanitarian city” on
the ruins of the southern city of Rafah to house 600,000 people and even-
tually the whole population of Gaza.

In this miliew, the UN has forcefully stated that the operations of the
GHFare justa"figleaf” to advance Israel’s military objectives in the Strip.
Palestinians are forced to traverse long distances toaccess food from this
aid distribution scheme in selected points so that they eventually relo-
cate to southern Gaza. This appears to be the end game of Israel. Is it any
wonder that the ceasefire talks are going nowhere? The limited progress
in this regard is clearly a major setback to US President Donald Trump's
ambitions of being a peacemaker. While he secured a three-phase cease-
fire ahead of his presidential inauguration, Netanyahu broke the agree-
ment two months later after consulting his administration. While he
obliged Trump to claim bragging rights as a peacemalker, perhaps in
exchange for fewer restraints to deal with the Palestinians, the ones wha

flering the mostare th ss Gazan citizenry—of whom 59,106
have been killed, , mostly women and children—and facing full-blown
humanitarian crisis conditions.

Will Al help or wreck
your summer vacation?

GNAREC‘ENTMpr’adwaJ\,ItumEde\atGHtU ask forrecommendations forthe
best beef that theshop had toaccept
credit cards, as [ was running lowon mystasl\ of local currency.

'll|e chatbot immediately recommended a place that was a short walk and fea-
L the t delicious, melt-i mouthbeeftendon 'veeverhad.lwas
pleased to be the only foreigner in the no-frills, nu air-conditioning joint that was
hometoafat,orangecat wols. But after my me:
I panlched when the lmpatlml woman behind the oounhel had to put aside the
and com i inE hat it was cash
only. Even a quick Google sean:ll of the hole in the wall would've saved me from this
fate,and I felt foolish for blindly trusting the Al's outputs.

Bank of India (RBI) bulletins, which pre-
sent gminﬂuwa.”gmimstment to

Motors" acquisition of [aguar Land Rover,
glvlng it acceas to thelatter’s technology,
A!thelndlanmpanlugmwlnsa]eand
ambition to become global players, they
will generate more OFLH. Hence, OF D ris-

2020-22 baom, the gross FDUinflows had
levelled toaround 571 billion in linewith
the pre-Covid trend.

What is new is the rising trend of
repatriations in recent years, from
around $28 billion per annum during
F¥21-FY13 to §44 billion in 2023-24
and §51 billion in 20 14 15, Arguably,

equaliser of all time

indicators of a country's investment cli-
mate or the “pull factor” and should be
paid greater attention. Yet the net FDI
inflows, evenafter offsetting the repatri-
ations, at $29.6 billion in 2024-25 are
higher than $26.8 billion in 2023-24,
The other positive trend is India’s
emergence as the most attractive desti-
nation globally for greenfield invest-
mentswith 1,080 projectsin 2024 (after
the UAE), among developing countries,
according to WIR 2025, Greenfield FDI
represents fresh investments in fixed
assets and hence has a more favourable
development impact than acquisitions.
Leading investor surveys confirm the
growing attractiveness of India as an
investment destination. The 1024
[ETRO Business Conditions Survey, for
Instanl:e hlghllghted an outstanding

ing from $16.7 billion in are like ser-
2023-2410 5292 billin i — \'ll:ing burden in the case
2024-15 is a positive trend, [e] i FDI Their recent
Itshould notheseenasan  ghoyld not be seen  15¢ results from a combi-

outflow of resources but as
something extending the

I as FDI by India or outward foreign
direct investment{(OFDI). The RBI works
out net FDI by subtracting from gross
FDI inflows the values of repatriations
and OFDI. As both repatriations and
OFDI flows have grown in recent years,
the net FDI after subtracting them from
Ema! FDI inflowsof §81 billion (in 2024-

5)leaves amarginal figureof $353 mil-
lion. This may be relevant as a balance-
of-payments (Bol) entry. But from the
point of view of development, FDI
inflows and OFDI represent two distinet
phenomena, both favourable and hence
promoted, but they should be kept sepa-

in 2024-25isimpressivein

the context of declining global flaws over
the past years as reported by the UNTrade
And Development’s World Investment
Report (WIR) 2025, The 2024-25 figure,
however,did not cross the peak of $85 bil-
lion received in 2021-21 on top of §82
billion received in 2020-21. Those years,
however, were aberrations representing
the “gold rush” of over 520 billion in Jio
Matforms by tech majors including
Google, Facebook, Qualcomm, and pri-
vate equity (PE) players and sovereign

as an outflow of

nation of factors. One is
the rise of PE players like

global reach of Indian resources but as KKR and Blackstone

arted in Reserve industry. Hence, it is not something among the FDI investors
i tegrutDiiotows.  Standing the LR

1ts, a5 Tt E FDI glo.bal _“’Ch of ments and liquidate them

inflows fmm §71.3 billion Indian industry to book profits. Secondly,
in2023-24t0 58 L0DIM0N  — 2 the [nstitute for Studies

in Industrial Develop-
ment’s India Industrial Development
Report (IIDR) 2024-2 5 hasreported, val-
uations of Indian subsidiaries of MNCs
are much higher than their parents. For
instance, the price-to-earnings ratio of
Maruti-Suzuki India is 36 compared to
under 12 forits parent. This has led some
MHNCs like Hyundai to offload some of
their equity in their Indian subsidiaries
for repatriation to support their global
requirements,
Gross inflows, therefore, are better

in India’s performance,
wlthsmuoflapanmﬁmsupe:umm
expand operations in India, compared
with 4 5% for all mgl.onsan.d only 220
for China,

Yet, there is no reom forcomplacency
aslnd.iaremalnaanundelperfmmervls-
al,accordi
Iatiummpﬂrtedml]DRlDl-i -15.Given
that industrialised countries like the US
are now aggressively courting FDI to
revive their manufacturing sector
through incentives, high tariffs, and
other protectionist policies, the land-
scape for FDI promotion has become
more competitive. India’s FDI promiotion
policy needs to go beyond passive facili-
tation toamore proactive approach. This
will require identifying key MNCs
exporting to India but not having
invested in the country,and approaching
them to consider investing in the coun-
tryand sawour the immense potential of

India as a manufacturing destination.

Viraws are personal

Transforming a nation of job seekers

MADAN PADAKI
ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY

Respectively oo-founder and policy advisor, Global
Alliance for Mass Entrepreneurship

The draft national skill policy is a comprehensive
document, but it can do more on taking
entrepreneurship deeper into underserved regions

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEMD, A term used
for over two decades to denote India's
biggest advantage in the global market-

place essentially means the country has

graphic opportunity is inspiring, but not

inevitable. It needs to be harnessed

through timely palicyand strategicinter-

ventions that are aligned with industry
needs.

spot Moot
itspopulation isbelow 25 yearsofageand
é3bike outh bige

‘While there are important proposed

low 35, creating a’
There has been long talk uftakmg

age popu]atir.ln Is pm\'lded with educa

'lalklngmothertravellem,] realised 1 was lucky that the restaurant existed at all, tion, skills, and it
h onfused tourists to places that \nged] o it ignificant]
Mnma] Still, I found the tool i dibly helpful whil foreign city, using to Indi th.

helpiul
it not just to find spots to eat but also to translate menus and signs, as well as com-
|| locals wiavoice mode. 1t felt like ultlmaheAﬂatlauelhad(_
Backhomein Takyo,whereaweak: ion for
global travellers, | decided to put various Al platforms to the test.1 asked DeepSeal
ChatGIT,and the agentic tool Manus to create itineraries for someone visiting the
cityorJapan for the first time, The resy ve,but mu!tl'_r

economies like Chlna Europe, and Iapan
are facing ageing, shrinking workforces,
creating a massive opportunity for India.
But if not harnessed, the "demographic
dividend” could become a"demographic
ﬂlsaatm" and burden India with high un-
dsocial conflict.

policy ship, fur-
ther clarity is required on certain issues.
The report acknowledges that the envi-
ronment for entrepreneurship and self-
employment needsto be strengthened. It
is essential to build risk-taking appetite

especially in aspirational ones, through
nodal entithes.

For example, the thalMIJancn fur
M.ass Entrep
strategiccollaboration with NITI haycgm
foster the creation of vibrant entrepre-
neurship ecosystems, starting with pilot
sitesin Nagpur,Visakhapatnam,and some
districtsin Uttar Pradesh, Tt

paolicy should promate rural entrepre-
mneurshipbycreatinga frameworkto iden-
tifyopp  spot talent,
localised and !peciﬁc literacy and knowl-
edge bodies, There should alse be a dedi-
cated "remiote buddy/mentor system” for
rural entre premseurs,

Nowisthetimeto atuft from"Start-up
India"to"E Bharat"—

seeks to empower local entrepreneurs,
bringing together stakeholders in that
ecosystem—from government, corpora-
b " .

because the next wave of entrepreneurs
and jobcreators needs tocome fromsma-
ller towns, remote districts, and villages.
Thatl venture capi-

featured all the same tourist spots that you'd flnﬂ at the topof sites like Trip Advi
Someof ofdate; ChatGFT y
Ing ina lmdltlunal inn that has been cosed ﬁorwm ayear.And even my request for
offt]

n.s things stand, given India’s popula-
tion, no numberof jobs created by central

peaktimes, like

Shimokitazawa,| because of the crowtds of tourists.
The outputs made sense given that these toals
are an amalgamation of data scraped from the
internet.It does save travellers the step of having to
scroll through hundreds of websites themselves
and put together an itinerary on their own. But rely-
ing on this technology also risks a further

homogenisation of travel.
Already, the tech industry is being blamed in
CATHERINE sy rpetin oo e
THORBECKE  toserschosen bya powerful algorithm. Given that AT
Bloombarg systems are predominantly trained on English-| Ian

anid st PSUs,and the pri-

vate sector will be enough. In order to

achieveViksit Bharat goals,mass employ-

ment needs to be supplemented by mass
in. This

Prime Minister Marendra Modi has u[‘nen

spoken about, and the draft

among the youth, ease envi- ,
ronment,and i pital. andc organk —totumit
‘The policy says efforts intoamovernent that drives
will focws on cultivating as- —— arnnomic growth and job
pirationsthroughearlyent-  The policy needs  creation.
repreneurship related skill- to coma up with I.At the g;assmou,mech-
ing, in middle and high = dal anisms and support syste-
u')Elnnls and lga- gl.lld!llnll onhow s are needed to help those
mpaigns,connectingasplr- ¥ Ve ACCASSTO 4k pottom of the pyram-
ants with mentors and capital, hip,  idintheir
resources to addresschalle- and digital punwys,peltsel:uﬂmflna-
nges and explore opp- infr mniece,opening fan Dhanacco-
artunities. It says support strm:tur_t to unts,access to schemes like
will be planned for ent-  rural populations  Mudraloans, adding them

TEPIENCUTE WHOSE VENITUTES  e—

have failed to help them
It aims to

policy 2025, n.']nased recenthy, shows the
gnvemmmt'sinwm.

The draft policy says that 110 million
students, 220 million *not in employ-
ment, education or training " individuals,
and 20 million unemployed persons are
either actively mehng or poised to seek

F.Lagntm , this can also mean that local ges
slip through the cracks of training data. I can't imagine the IateAnthr.lnanmﬂaln
eating phoona stool anywhere In\’mnamthatevmhadaw‘bsn&
Beforethe

the scale of the
:Iu]lenge in our job ‘market, It primarily
facuses on skilling iub-me]dng youth,

Alisn't entirely toblame,even if it adds a much largerscale
rise of these tools, social medla was ng u.gvul.n!\aL.
bizarre ways. There's a rail ing inm ig d that an
posted. on Chinese BCI':L![ maedia platform Xlaulnmgshu and is now mnstamlymun
hioots.0)

mes in

inthy TikTokLast year, and itwas shock-
Immsenhcrwammhd the had becomewith Atown near Mt.
i ional yea:aﬁmhmﬂyemmngabarﬂerwhlurk
theviewoftheic whenit with ingtoall getthe
ind i ofall places.
Of course, this isn't1i Asia As Al mone i

tuming te I.hem to plan vacations from Barcelona to NewOlIeam Instead of just
adviceon local customs, placestoshare
clever ways to engineer prompts ﬁorx!nerauve Al'tools to make more personalised
itineraries. Still, there, thedata they'retrained on.Perhaps
it wouldn't hurt to put and ask a local for theirtop spats.
L Alcant g culty
that seemed unimaginable a decade agn. That's a good thing, and the convenbence is
deniable. But it's, that some of the best parts of travel can never
be optimised by a machine.

from ommi-

nities It rightly states that India's demo-

restart sustal

to ONDC or other e-comm-
ercemarketplaces, access to
UPLorother digital rails.

1-

tial skills like business planning, financial
and: i

These proposed measures should be

a pal

icy should be youth from the bottom of
the pyramid and underprivileged secti-
ons, Many, especially women, persons

tal funds, andth.e private sector need to
fincus on.The policy needs tocome upwith
guidelines on how to give access to capl-
tal,mentorship,and digital infrastructure
to rural populations who may have great
ideas but mot the structure to move it toa
succesaful venture. This will also help
reduce migration to overburdened cities
and create resilient bocal economies.
Societal thinking also needs a shift.
Most parentswant their children to crack
entrance exams to join elite colleges and
land lucrative salaried jobs. What is
needed is establishing continuous skill
development and career pivoting as nor-
mal practices, with robust systems sup-
porting adult education, professional
transition, and career reinvention.
Enterprise and entreprencurship are
niot allien concepts, We have been practis-

‘To beginwith, there needs tobe a Mat-
ional Entrepreneurship Mission under

with di i and other
minorities, may bewilling to try out new
idbeas, so their skilling should be compre-

ing this for from theancient

rent status as a global start-up and inno-

which governments, private sector,acad- hensive. Inaccoun- vationhub, fior
emia,non-profits,a thcatan-upecnsys- tiny lagement,access to ilp as a way of life, so that
temcan col nid poli- capital, markat anid most imp- ineverycity, district, and village, people ane

cy pmacnptlun! at a local level. This
mission needs presence in every district,

HE EDITOR

Promising pact

Apropos of “Awin-win deal” (FE, July
25), the India-UK free trade agree-
ment epitomises a strategic econ-
omic realignment, designed to foster
reciprocal gains through calibrated
liberalization. It aims to enhance
India's export competitiveness in
sectors like pharmaceuticals, textiles,
and information technology services,
whibe facilitating greater UK access to
India’s burgeoning consumer and

Regd. No: DL -21048/05-05. R.NL Na.24750,/74.

Ramesh Chander

financial markets. The agreement
reflects not merely trade facilitation
but a broader geocecanomic
partnership in a post-Brexit, multipolar
world. f executed with institutional
clarity, regulatory parity, and sectoral
sensitivity, it holds the potential to
catalyse investment flows, generate
employment, and entrench a mutually
beneficial framewark of economic
interdependence grounded in long-
term strategic convergence.

—N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengalury

ortantly pricing—which a micro-entre-
preneur can’t be expected to know. The

Prosperity blueprint

The India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement is a
landmark pact eliminating tariffs on
99% of Indian exparts, including
basmati rice, millet, spices, cotton,
and seafood, while safeguarding
sensitive sactors like dairy and
vegetables. The $5.5-billion seafood
market now enjoys zero tariffs, and
access is granted to British whisky and
automobiles under a quota. With

enabled to start their own ventures and
create jobs and wealth.

bilateral trade at $54 billion, it's set to
double by 2030. india will benefit in
textiles, leather, gems, and
infarmation technology services,
while the UK gains in tea, seafood,
and clathing. Easier visas for Indian
professionals and support for start-
wps ensure mutual grawth while
reducing depandence on the LS and
its coercive trade tactics.

—RS Marula, Patiala
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Trade deal a ‘win-win’
for both India, Britain

ratl alism is even as Trump tariff tantrums
are triggering blzarre responses, [ndia has staged a global trading cowp in
signing ah?i\ruand looking Comprebensive Eeonomie and Trade
Agreement (CETA) with the United Kingdom, Three years of delicate
negatlations ave behind this landmark deal that could bead wshaved prosperity if
rlm pww:tl.nni play ot as intended onoe the British Parlinment gives its assent.
lﬁ hgroumd af the East India Company amd then the British
f'm\l'l::f _Mi[ndn which was ance the world's ecanomy, it is the
BENEE ind modermn thinking, devoid of the hagwenl’nlﬂ that distin-
ﬁul.ahee lhe tl.ea between an evelved western ecnnnms ErOWing eastern ang,
|stoory takes its place in the rearview mirror as an ol empn?mda relatively new
democracy resolves to trade as equals from now.

The detalls ave in the fne print but the fact that sy car bookings are being
cancelled or deferred while awaiting the Pmmsed veduction of dutbes on British
SUVa is a clear indication that the buyers marke is in fast forward mode al ly.
But even as quotas open for British cars, electric vdmlepmd.ucem are to be pro-
tected as they have made huge investments to make their cars in India,

Seoteh drinkers may pay progressively less in the future even as the spirit

matures in casks but if's only a sub-plot which s
Scotch drinkers may  jowever, emotionally important for the Britlsh s I_ETTERS
pay y bess  iheir exporis are being taxed a1 15 per cent, [t may be "
n even a while before prices come down in bars and vends in
ﬂ::’m?.:’Wﬁ uxil:,vmtlhf reduction Iggurm Ij an?nm.;l.nn rhalt L] N' ' I “IJ_ m ,sv
vemnvid an impediment that was dogging the negot-
casks but Its onlya [ -
sub-plot which Is, What s ofthe greatoetsignificancs a tha Inila s ' The India-UK Free Trade Ag-
e coeersiEm  awe by V-P Drama Queen! S
m poing ahead with affering vast reductions in tariffs opportunity for boosting In-
exports I:.bd and duties on virtually everything elae and not o The | G1AN €XpOrts, MSME growth,
. The UK et accept it vespectfully.” T . )
taxed at 150 per g.:al g gseem ':r [ndnnan é:pcnn w:l:’;‘ ;aeansrlndnn ﬁoﬂm::‘l‘l"l:“':ﬂ WHA i nllle;sumd o meby and job creation, particularly
fir 1o the Br m;mwml] s and Toada may als 1ill the m,?“;fgl l:;ﬁd:&f}“ﬂ!ﬁ in labour-intensive sectors.
gain free access to the British m ] f - §
I the lighit of toughier negotiations with Tromp's US that nm{ mot be willing to (D.Y. Chandrachud) is whithes the ueplnalws wee  However, its full bc‘nehts may
ge mmﬁlmﬁ:mmﬁﬁmnh Mh'sm Iisfl:xlhdmf ndgzll;yas;i ﬁ;ll.l plaeedllmh.‘e Ik" be delayed due to implemen-
rmers, what n Leverd may make an IEUHP ate for with other (] &ra ar in “ooal utens il i .
ecoqanies of the first world and others too, It may have taken time and patience to m s Take m‘!um Ilcl‘:ﬂ. Th: | Rither way, the h‘”“““ toll th?gln[t{:rml::t{;fif:?oﬁKKT.I
keep stonewalling, but an Illt:tnl tant pt'!l\clph.‘ 5 been uphelﬂ  preserve the may appea WA Stagger ing If thess 12 - ¥ Fa d . Kaey
"mﬁ;mﬁﬁm&mm pn:du.cls anme s.duuwudmmhnnlnpm Inaduis- E ":‘:M‘ Ay, but dm’g”\ﬁ..:iwmﬂﬁw challenges Include phased
s chances appear . £ it -
trhes s in aerospace, medical devices, semiconductors and eyber security that are ¢ Devasl Hey answers o far from any negligible to hardcors and accept thelr miserable tariff reductions with undis
veadily availabde in the UK is another reason to cheer the comprehensive deal, Canesla! Far too qual'mr Just insinuations pill fates, since the probe has  closed quotas and potential
Ease of business is alse being sed though scepticism will vemain due te much golmal s p Ome thinga for hwallas. reached a end? What stress on domastic industries
India's sluggial bureaucracy and notorions ved tape, ing on in our it's no health issue dmsusaysbnut our invest- - ! i
Thie benefits to skilled Indlan workers, who can take jobs in the UK and not pa laved  Blarat nequal'lng ETETREICY TR gating ageneips like luxury cars and liquor.
for their sockal security for three years while also avoiding double taxation ami Desh vight now, just as  sures, India has seen 11 tering tlml.'r protest  and Clearly, (Im ATS and  Non-tariff barriers, the
saving money for themselves just as Indis stands (o gain (oo, are more reasons wi P( Ganpati Happn s gesting  other V-Ps since 1050 Not ws.'ﬂum, Mumnbal police were not on |
the deal is belng seen to be favourable to India while the UK belbeves its people will veady for his anoual visit. 1 one of them has demitted w from Mumbal  the same page from the word  ADSENCE of a concluded
fam from a vital partership with an old aIJyn.l i time n[f.nba] churning in trade, cannnt  Wrap  my affice in such a shabby man- nbnul I.]‘I.O I likely tofill the  go. Mineteen years later,  jnvestment treaty, and the
lan;mlg;'mipmnwm uuh;ﬁml.mmhmed i IIE i will to follow through in let- v ﬂm.lhmklﬁ;lﬂlﬁls. ar, 'JTL?MF; ;ﬂmmhm.{ u;m - I“ln Ufn\‘ wu;dre l:;ll{ o ﬂum R Iving environmental
ter nd apkrit 18 seen equally in India and i the | oope.,. sorvy — Dhankhar  Hnown as duty and decorum, — Chan i) 18 intereating,  And nobody reaidy to arawer
Heats — rocking the very which his predecessors  butlacks palitical heft. It dis-  for this most unfortunate  standards further complicate
foursdations of our parlis-  sceupulously followed, Sixaf  plays nalvete amd wishful Ja!lm n ﬂmyymem._ matters.
mentary proceas. ks J them became Presilents, thinking rather than an Mrquestion of heinging 12

Farewell to the Incredible Hulk

0 the early 1990, as cable television quietly made its way into Indian
h.nm.e& it brought with it a curious kind of drama. Amid reruns of fam-
una & and dubbed animation series emerged 8 new universe — one
(il I] w:lla roaring erowids, amboyant entrances, flying elbows and mus-
cular men grappling under bright lights, This was the World Wreatling
Federation (WWF) and at its eplcentre stood a larger-than-life figure, Hulk
Hngan
‘or a peneration that grew up on @ diet of Amitabh Bachchan and
Jujlmknnlls Hulk — real name Terry Gene Bollea — was a superhero cast
in flesh and muscle, He was the first true global face of wrestling and
plamed a major rele in turning the industry into a billion-dollar business,
i journey of Hulk, whose death has evoked & wave of mourning across
the world, wasn't just about fame, As a child in Florida, e was shy and
often bullied. Yet, he grew into the alpha male of sports entertainment. His
life mirrored the dramatic arcs he played — hero, villain and then redemp-
tlon-seeker. A sterold scandal, a leaked sex tape and a series of lawsuits
nearly ruined him,

At the h.el]ghl of "Hulkamania”, he made a natural leap into Hollywood,
most notably starring npﬁpnslm %yluuler Stallone in Rocky U7 and later
headlining a string of family-friendly action comadies. While his film
carear never reached the heights of his wrestling superstardom, it cement-
ed his place in malnstream American pop culture, Off-screen, Hulk shared
a h b Emﬂle friendship with Donald Trump, whose own flale for theatrics

im a recurrl nE‘Gprmnce at WreatleMania events. Hulk even
end.nl sed Trump's presidential run.

Over the years, Hulk's body took a Iamu;l hemm.. Multiple surgeries and
injuries left him with metal aupports in nd face, The man once
billed at 67" loat & fiew inc worn down hy decaden of physical trauma,
Yet, his aura still looms I.arpeow:r the sparts entertalnment industry,
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[hankhar  ihe ulmsm

Drama Queen in the coun-
try? Gobng by the shock and
awe his Inexplicable and
sudden exit as the vice-presi-
dlent of India triggeved, the
anEwer is “yes”,

Dilli's overcrawded coerl-

of power ave atill shak-
Ing. S0 many theories! Such
toerid speculation!
Urdlerstandahly a0, When
was the last time our coun-
try's VP resigned abruptly,
clting health reasons, that
too, on the first day of the
Rajya Sabha's Maonsoon
Sesgion?

Mewver! Dhankhar said he
wanted to abuie'hymndml
advice®.  Which  doctor®
Whose advice? What ail-
ment, Siel? Too bad this
aplanation has few mkers,
Why & nobody belleving the
mian who appeared hale and
bearty bours befere anno-
uncing his riure from a
responsibality be T shoul-
leved fir thees years, He was
fit emough at § pm o arvive
unarmounced at Rashirapati
Bhavan and demand an
audience with  Pressdent

ki Murma. Who does
that Who gateceashes a
lacly’s residence at that hour
without price warning a
canfirm ot

The startled ADC went
It ahsalute tiey and did
what any cfficer well versed
with pmsuhmlal pmnml
woukd e rush
military secretary (o 1|n‘m:1
i about the presenreaf an
unexpectad “guest” on the

mises.

But what triggered the res-
lgnation? Mo convincing

ane died in office, the others
vetired from public 1de, Our
frbend Dhankhar was obvi-
ously marching to the beat of
his own drum! For one, he
left office without & proper
senidaff &5 1 customary
IHiJ !‘nrqu.ﬁm mmnﬂ' J.?uﬂ&

ya . Was g
or miffed?

Personally s km[,
rather enjoyed FE 1.1
Lve persona, He'd frequen y
frpet his impartial poastion
and jein i palitical debates,
r'}mnly expreasing his views,

attempt to maintin

“peutrality”, He was out

there! Valuble ard visible,

Mmg aldes and plsain rnE'
. mainly the

! um Minister Namndra
Modi didn't waste much
e ts Ehye” and wish
the ex-VE “good health” on
X So sweet, na?

And let's  be  honess,
Jhankhar had become a big
af a mulsance for the raling
party, Clearly, thers were
majar differences that coukd
Fesve Jed fo an embarrassing
Imipasse, given Jhankhar's
attirude o the fursctioning of
the judiciary, Now oomes
the real challenge. Who will
replace the feiaty Jhankhar
and when!

Meanwhile, I'm still g
Hmm, aver his stand-off wn'ﬁ

equally sutspoken Jaya
H&cl)ﬁlﬁarl\ Hlenmmﬂnr the
very filmiexchange last year
when Jhankhar referred o
ler a8 ‘Jaya  Amitahh
Hachehan" and she ohiected
tin his “unacosptable tone"?
This was. their third famﬂ'
n 10 days and ked to
Opposition members N:[,I&

understanding of shrewd
itical math, The former
I may appeal to Mumbal's
alite a8 an apt choice, even
though his clancs appear
m rligihle |n hardcore
{wallas. Dy ;ulclja[y
"one of us”. Polisl el
lectually dazding, a human-
ist, idesl st amvd A man of con-
wiction. Maybe the ver
qualities that  disquali
Il But does s even want
the jab? If anything, he's bed-
ter suited o move to The
Hague and hesd the
International  Court  of
Justiee. Now that's o sexy
i b |.'m i, far & perann
af his
Meeuw]\l)e. i our
seething  metropolis, the
moeal  impartant  matter
ursler discussion revolves
nmund the  surprising
ittal by the Bombay
I:I conrt af all 12 accused
in the macabre 7/11 train
blasts that killed 187 iono-
oeants and injured aver 8 in
3. The probe was handled
by the Maharashira Angi-
Termesm Squad (ATH. A
1 years have passed,
1l raw cames the acguittal
af “The Diety Degen” (s
they were dubbed), with the
llgh court saying the prose
cuthn mlurlyfa i 1o Ve
the case. Former Mumbal
pnlmu mmmlsmnur AN,
Hoy expressed “shock™ over
the acquittal, saying the
peobe was conducted in a
professional manner and the
evidence was eallected “hon-
etly and truthdully®, (Full
disclosure; AN, oy isa fam-
iy friend.) Then be added;
“It's o judicial verdict, We

wnted&&pl'mu"imdﬁ
E i Colrt, 8 it sty
memﬁ:}amurtmdm' :;;\Iﬂl-
ting all 12 accused. It's warth
paying attention to the
podgnant words of D Tanvir
Andard, 5, terned o co-con
apirator in the case, "My job
18 1o save lives, not kill
ple... ATS ruined my life”
So far, the most thought
ovoking  response  has
gme l'm‘fm Abdul Walid
Shaikh, the scle person
acquitted by the special
caurt n 2015 He hss

Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

KEEP WATCH ON LAC

APROPOS “Ching visas A step for-
ward" (July 95, 00e5), ndia respen-
ing tourist visas for Chiness clilzens

ia a bit like inviting a guest over
while still a:ﬁulm, about where the
fence  shou! Sure, Kallash

Mansarovar s o'pen for apdritual
tourdam, but it's the diplomatic soul-
searching that's wruly underway,
Talks have happened, troops have
d d, bt the baorder still feels

an SIT headed by an H.(‘
judge to veinvestigate the
e, 1o "ensure the real per-
petrators of the blasts are
arrested,” He also demanded
19 crores as compensation
T thee 12 men whsa spent 19
VEFS il bérs, plus gov-
ernmment jobs and houses for
thern. Does anyone have the
stamina o undertake this
mission?
To ered an & corny note;
g%ﬂes; dgl-ﬂn memrl.ns of
v coulples caught on
Kiss Cam include Nehwn
with Edwina, Amitabh ard
Relcha, SRE aml Priyanka
(‘hm Salman Khar and
Alshwarya Rai [
name & few, Meanwhile, a
Chandigarh-based  thera-
paat/coursellor declared on
a popular podeast, that the
Coldplay seandal of a cheat-
ing couple 18 nothing cam-
1o what goes an in
“handigarh — India's capd-
tal of adultery! Falle! Halla!

Instagram handle
wshabhaal; Twitter
handle @ eShabhaa

miore tense than a family dinner after
@ praperty digpute. Let's weleome the
Chimese tourists with open arms and
tightly crossed fingers. After all,
, but binoculars on the

K. Ch

Humar
Rangalury

BOEING MYSTERY

SINCE the AKIT crash, & surge in
reported defects across Hoeing aireraft
worldwide has ralsed serious con-
cerns. 'While the preliminary inguiry
hints at pilot ervor, the credibility of
the final repart 18 already under suspl-
elom, The Pllats' Assockation has ques-
tHomed whether Boedng, under U8 pres-
sure, 18 scapegoating the pilts to pro-
tect its cnnm)nrl:mf intevests, Could
pilots, feeling unjustly blamed, be
sllently protesting by amplifying
minar fechnical issuwes, grounding
flights, or twrning back mid-air
explalting systen: oles @ a form
af shadow warfare? [t's a troubling pos-
sibility, Investigators, tentially
Jroviy or political coercion,
st reslst comprogmise.

arula
Patiala

Farrukh :
Dhondly f ﬂ
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Anti-Semitism row
rocks Britain again:;
Labour axes MP for
remark on blacks...

“A bost 13 almed at those who would care
it the hraggart says his best and seill there's no

ane there
The campliment that's fntended to fatter
h‘:glmed—ﬁlwuew i some othar

Instruction and advice fall on dearears
They are the distilled extracts of our fears
Wa'd rathar get morals from some silly pop
o

— From Kasley Koo Asagey Dhaklo, by
Bachchon

lane Abbat, the “mather” of the House of
Commons, 1 the lngestaerving ﬁrma]e
Member of Parliament mprenemm
Hast London constituency as a

member, Last week, Sir Keir smmnn I.ahnur

ariginate from the same afferice, She was fiFst sus-

nded from Labour when it was still m
tion, The Labour Party under Jere

Carbyn had sufferad 8 massive de&mumenlhe

Tories won the 2009 election, Diane, a black

woman of Caribbean descent, had been a close ide-
ologlcal camrade of My Corbyn and a spokesper-
san in his shadow cal

After My m'a defieat th mﬁl&mﬂ Sir
Hedr Starmer s leader and he set abaut ing
the party of those he defined as anti ies,

including m%‘l was accused by
the European Equality ami Humnn Rights.
Oanu'n!.ndmtBHCl!Jnf at the least, filing to tack-
1 and quash the rise l&m the sentiments
and pronouncenents durlnc is leadership of

L:a'bml:é H:J th suspended — virtually
t nat Dlane Abibot, Mr Corbyn's close associ:

sle—y
:l‘nlhwedwhmmanem:ammper
article which said that the racism that black
pﬂesumﬁwwrydwt—andbymprl:
tion maove Me-destroying — than that faced by
le Irigh, gy people and, she added, perhaps

 “redheals”,
ﬂumdeu'. lightning and severe climate catastro-
in the teacup, The Starmer government
edl this b be gnitl-Semitic and Ms Ablot was,
Bmm first instance, suspended from the Labour

Diane did, I.Il
npnl

explain. She pul
staternent rhm ihEhmi Issue imlheeq distored
and wasn't, as published, quite what she had

Intended.

Nivertheloss, Kelr Starmer was intent on his
purges and winning back the vote of the Jewish

P‘lhtlnn. wiich had mduimmll&ﬂumgmu
T.ha RN, bEE!‘I always with Labour, Diane
Witk hung out (o

The teacup was then subiject not o storms but to
a leftish earthquake. Diane had massive support
from the public and even in the leftwing and

nhe again l;;uh]:cw nni rhat ahe

p] articl ahe was
nulpamnd. as she sincerely bellenred that
bﬂa:kpewlnmiu ject to racism when they
were htuéﬂfhdﬂig akin mﬁﬂﬂ: which was
not passible pe Jews ar a M e
ple. This time she Ieh redheads out of the

mﬂ:mum

M enernn] llitera
ar poasibi inmmaunml L}er—
ations — Starmer g

carallary to Diane's argument — she
lliriﬁntn-er;rmmsummﬂﬂ:mw
the media repoated this second sus-
pm:tmd)duhbntﬂ‘nmﬂn Labour Party, only

quntlncllm‘I'\c' confrontation hetwaen Darcus
cwe, the brilliant

e of & serbes called
Devﬂsﬁd'\mt‘sﬂs. Bernie Grant, rh.en MP fiar
‘Tottenhan, on Channel Four, Dareus Howe chal-
ey Bernle Grant about the fact that the latter
had made a speech caﬂm.ﬁukhlack Eritans ta
“return o Africa” — nalkst funta-
sy of the Jamaican Marcus Garvey (LIET-1980).
The Devil's Advocate seeies, which [ had con-

Gentle reader, | know Diane
rather than a friend — and was natueally sup-
prised at this development and Kelr &nrmefs
cowardly kowtowing o some censorious

Nowhera had Diane said Jmsﬂhmg shﬁl.]l
Berumin Netanyahu's ssasult on and genoclde in
Gaza. Nowhere had she even hin t the
Holocaust didn't Tappen or that Hitler hadn't com-
est atrocities m human his-
%Nﬂwhm :nl nm m ¢ anything about

ceived and d when [ wnrl:eli at
Channel Four TV, was dedicated to such chal
lenges and confrontations — debates w:mnu:

restraint an affairs, events and controversies in
the black sml new communities of Britain,

Jason Cleundaye’s article bemaoaned the fact that
ma such platform or inelination to debate or dis-
s these hunmmlmd.amllmmnaghmt,'
Tale i the national conversad

Without it, [ mﬂrend the dlmncdnn betwesn

Iticn fo dle and

Caribbeans and Ammcamwem the descendants

af the slaves mnmﬂcg!
atroci :uﬁm&uhhlﬁir\iultlﬁ d

No, that wasn't her rItmmuduhanm‘—
lacks are identiflable by the police, who stop and
mhhhnkwuﬁsﬂ:rdrnmandwpms.wtuu
yourth ave not pleked on in the same way (1 am say-

anti-Semitism is not distinetly asserted and sever-
al inatitutions, including, ltseem Keir Starmer's
et wway with

ane with the ofher.
%hﬂﬁkedmg:r Advocate® Perhay
that an Darcus’ genius —

Toaking for a jobf)y

'l‘Thmlah
I'D
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Cetajoins India’s expanding trade playbook

excluded. The UK also sacures slgnificant
access."lbda’y o pememnfi(!m.ﬁmlllcm

-y

| .

AJRY SRIVASTAVA

[plus, With new openings In goods, services,
and Investment, two -way wrade could sur-
"withi

decade.

highduties,

Bur more than being just a trade
booster, the agreement slgnals a shift in
mdlasl"JAtheeuad.eangmem]stmtegy

nareas

like public pmr:uremenl. auto tariifs, and
pharmaceutical licensing,
Here’s a look at the key L

A new acronym has entered Indla's rade

—Ceta, shon forC

“Tariff concesslons: For India, $6.5 bil-
Hon, or 45 per cent, of expons like texiiles,
it footwear, carpets, automobiles, seafood.

slve Emnamlc and Trade Agreement —
signed with the United Kingdom (UK) on

July 24 In Londen.
The:
Ing tarlffs cuts, services,

govETTment p
curement, digital wade, and Intellactual

Agreament covers 6 areas, Includ-

and fresh frult will now enter the UK duty-
free, down from earlier wariffs of 4-16 per
cent, Another$g hillion inexparts — mainly
petroleum, pharmaceuticals, diamonds,
ment pro-  and aircraft parts — already enjoyed zero
tartffs under UK nules even before the deal.

olates,

Indlia will now remove tariffs on 9o per cent
of thesa goods, with 64 per cent, including
salmon, lamb, alreraft parts, machinery, and
electronics, gerting Immediate duty-free
entry. Another 26 percent, inchading choc-

UK suppliers, Th

departments — covering [Fnsport, green

India has agreed to explicitly uphold the
principle of “adequate remuneration” o
patent holders as a binding bilateral obliga-
thon. This risks narrowing 1nd|s's policy

OPINION 9

polnts-based Immigration rules. One
modest gain ks the Double Contribution
Convention, which spares over 75,000
Indian workers on short assignments from

paying UK social security tax If they've

law,
motes voluntary llnensing asthe prefemad

will see phased

For the first time in any FTA, Indla will
cut dutles on a set nurmber of high-end UK
cars from 100 percent to 10 per cent over 15
vears, Aloohol warffs will also fall sharply —
fromn 150 per cent to elther 75 per cent ar 40
percent — for qualifying UK-origin spirits
priced at 36 or more per bottle. Indla has
kept out a lst of sensitive products. lke
apples, walnuts, whey, certaln seeds, gold
bars, and smart phones.

Ars.

confent,

via Indias Central Public Procurement
Portal and GeM (government e-market-
place) platform, and will receive national
treatment for all covered procurements,
Nn(a'hly LIK -origin goods with just 20 per

will qualify as " Class
0™ local suppliers under India's Public Pro-
curernent Order, a category earlfer reserved
for Indlan firms with 20-50 pel oem I.oca!l

torslik percent

servleeumdlahasnpenedupkeysec

energy. and Inh'as(rumlw—wiubecpen to pald in India,
fi approach, tiltingt dpatent  Change in hy The FTA marks a
holds . ds. majorshift in how Indi ches trade

deals. In the past, India shielded sensillve

Investment), finaneial services il'l)l In
Insurance capped at 74 per cent), auditing,
Aol -

and pharmaceuticals, munden‘hlssgee
ment, it has started opening up these sec-
Lo “eal

Ingz though legal prac

for sensitive areas like health, agriculture,
MSMEs, and small-value contracts. the

UK firms under the new tradi deal. Indla has
also agreed to recognise some UK profies-
stonal qualifications in fields like account-
i limits,

In contrast, the UK's offer on services s
fal more limited, while it allows Indlan

with the United Arab Emirates and Euro-
pean Free Trade Association, bur the UK
agreement goes even further — and
upcoming FTAs with the European Unlon
and US could push this trend deeper.
India’s success in sectors like autos and

overall

Is the most expa
India has ever granted in any trade deal,

1ech-

peoperty. it

The UK h

bilateral rade, whichstoodat $54.9billion in. i}

F¥ 28, with Indda runningan g 7billion sur-

dl itsalf liy
dli ds, with

only a few farm tems Hke dee and sugar

Why hunt for the black box?

Inao6s bestseller, Arporr, Arthur

Halley described operations at

Chicage’s 0" Hare Alrpon (“Lincoln

International Alrport” Inthe book)

during a storm. Halley lacked
and

tigators said it was a mechanical
failure. Pakistani investigators
=aid there were explosives in a

crate of mangoes — a theme
explored by Md Hanif in his node

would have turned a porn film
scriptintoagynaecological report.,
Bt precisely due to these short-
comings, his plots adhered closaly
toreal life.

One of the subplots in Alrparr
was that of 8 bankrupt business-
man trylng o pull off an insur-
ance fraud comblned with sucide
and mass murder. After taking out
life insurance with his wife as
beneficlary, he carrled asultcase
bombonto a flight.

This mirrored a real Incident.
On May 2, 1962, Continental
Adelines Flight 11 from Chicago
to Kansas Ciry was blown up by
Thomas Doty, killing all 45 per-
sons on board. Doty had taken
out insurance policies worth
fzoo000 (several million in
today's currency), with his wife
as beneficiary. He was due to
face trial for armed robbery.
Investigators worked it out and
Insurers refused to pay Doty's
claims. In an earlier Incident in
1955, Jack Gllbert Graham blew
up a flight with his mother on
board fior insurance.

In 1985, Khalistani terrorists
blew up Alr Indla's Kandshka, kill-
ing 220 people. That led to the
Induction of more sophistcated
systems to check for exploalves.
The Kanishka tragedy also pro-
vided the backdrop for Salman
Bushdie’s The Satanic Verses,

In 1988, a Hercules C-130,
carrying Pakistan's President-
dictator, General Zia-ul-Hagand
the US Ambassador, crashed,
killing all 20 on board, US inves-

A Case of Explod-
ing Mangoes.

After 911, aviatlon securlty
tightened further. Chemical
aniffers and X-ray machines are
backed up by dogs in securlty
checks. Cockpliscan besacurely
locked to prevent hijackings. But
pllots don't need to get past
security If they declde to crash
analreeaft,

‘This may have happened with
Malaysia Alrlines Flight MH 370,
MH 370, a flight from Kuala
Lumpur o Baljing, disappeared
on March 8, 2014, Radio com-
munication stopped. When last
tracked, the plane was headingin

SLLUETRADCH: BIHAY SHiHA

why a pllot might wish to commit
maass mLirder bn this way.

Apart from inspiring lierary
efforts of varying quality, there'sa
loit of momiey ding on answers o
aviation mysteries, Insurers want
o knowthe causes before they pay
out. Manufacturers hope that
future alreraft sabes are not jeop-
ardised. Travellers avold the alr-
craft models and airlines in
question. It all adds upto hilliona.

The cause of the Alr India 171
crash is still a mystery. Mary the-
arles are being aired, Including
the possibility of a dellberate
crash. The conclusions from the
Flight 171 investigation, whatever
those are, will not necessarily
scotch all conspiracy theorles,
given the pushes and pulls, and
the money and reputation Fding
unlhelnw!ngadon_

entlrely the g direction. All

relatively

it radloand

1 fix however, that may

satellite phone were refused. The
transpondar, which transmits
rackar slgnals, was swirched off,

Data automatically trans-
mitted to satellites by the plane
indicated engines were fine.
The plane flew our over the
Zouthern Indlan Ocean until
the point when its fuel would
‘have been exhausted. By then,
It was thousands of km from
the nearest land,

Despite the very expensive,
high-tech searches covering smil-
lion sq km of ocean, the alrcraft
hasn't been found. All 239 on
board are presumed dead. The
most clted theory is that a pilot
Incapacitated the crew and the
other pilot, or locked them out of
the cockpit, and then flew in the
general directlon of Antarctica
uneil the fuel ran cut. There has
been endless speculation as to

reduce the element of mystery in
future aviation incldents. Alr-
craft are equipped with sensors
and recorders, which capture
everything mechanlcal and elec-
trical, and record cockpit conver-
sations. Every crash s followed
by & hunt for the black box
among the debris.

Asthe MH 370 Incident Indi-
cates, alreraft also transmit data
automatically tosatellites. Sowhy
not also stream all that data in

first time, around 40000 high-value
contracts from central ministries and

For tha

India has accepted the language in the
“Intedlectual Properiy™ chapter, which could
weaken its ability w ksue compulsory  fornbche rol
licences during public health or climate
emergencles, For the first tme inany FTA,

nology and ncmzulmlk:y. it has made no
hinding commitments to ease visa access
for Indian professionals — a key Indian
demand. Just 1,800 visas & vear are offered

pharma came from years of targeted

policy support and government-procure-

ment policies, By relaxing these protec-

thons, India risks weakening the very tools

thar bulle its industrial strength and
4 d

ke yoga teach d

Angs], d i

cal musicians, The UK hasn't restored post-
study work visas and retains its strict

The author s the founder of GTRI

Indira’s India & Modi’s Bharat

As Narendra Modi becomes India’s second-longest
consecutively serving Prime Minister, we look at how he
compares with Indira Gandhi across four key dimensions

On the day thar Marendra Modi won his third term
in June 2024, It was inevitable that this year he
would become Indla's second-longest serving
Prime Minlster in consecutive terms, surpassing
Indira Gandhd (. January 24, 1966 to March 24, 20771,
It also became inevitable, therefore, that around
this time in 2025, the seasonof Mod| vs Indira com-
parisons will begin., Let me be the first, or among
the first, off the block,

Firat of all, we need to book at the larger political

liries in which each cwwer and the chal-

Indiz, Narendra Modl or Indira Gandhi? The rest
don't count.

While Mrs Gandhi redefined her pa]lth:g In an
Ideskogy (deep-pink

1) but it took Modi In 2004 (Balakot) and in 2025
(Pahalgam) to call Pakistan's nuclear bluff, Tharsa
bz plus inhis comer.

As things soured in the nelghbourhood, Indla
warmed up tothe LS/ Westand then the complexiny
of Ukraine arcse. This gave rse to multl-alignment.
‘The Trump bull hkas rampled all over this China
shop, Pakistan Is playing the US and China as it did
in 1971, And like Mrs Gandhi then, Mr Modi has to
look for al bt then, the Soviet Unlon is.

and then preference, Mr Mod| was born, d\,red aru:l
seasoned in his (saffron). Mrs Gandhi's power ebbed
and peaked with the times, Mr Modi's has almost
been constant, barring the few months of hard dip
afterthe 240 seats of 2004,

hall,

long gone, His predicament {8 tougher than Mrs
Gandhi's in 1571, bur India is miger
Th tawhere
w0 see mnnycnr:uas(! but su:rprlslnyy them are
many similarties, too. Mr Modi came to power
bath

Even at 240 now, one ge he need not
h

ct ite of Mrs Gandhi,

assert g that it's rio busi) if thee GovesTImEnt i

lenges to thelr authority, Then we will assess thelr
record across four dimenslons: Politics, strategic
and forelgn affalrs, the economy, and nationalism,

Mrs Gandhi and Mr Modl took over in com-
pletely different circumstances, There was a differ-
ential in political capital between the rwo. Mrs
Gandhi had not won an elaction in
1066, She was a convenlent compro-
mise after Lal Bahadur Shastri's death,
She didn't help her cause by leoking
overawed In Parliament early on, and
Socialist Ram Manohar Lohia dis-
missed her as a “goangl gudiya” (adoll
who didn't speak). She had also
inherited a broken economy. The
growth rate in 1065 was (-} 16 per cent,

Ised all. replacing the state satraps with unknown
lightwelghts. That kn't so different from Mrs
Gandhl, Onruthlessness, therefore, they are equally
marched. On dealing with the Oppositon and free
speech, the Emergency will be & hard act to match
even Ifsomebody — God forbid — wished o dosa.

Onrespect forinstitutions, the com-
petition is tough, like a dead heat. For
convenlence, let's Bmit ourselves o just
one Institution — the Rashirapat, With
V'V Girl, Mrs Gandhi reduced the job to
that of a porcelain President — a fragile,
ornamental object expected o do
nothing except sign om the dotted line.
The Modl-ers Presidenis havebeen of a
plece with those,

o e T e of s e NATIONAL  Wekodmmementopommcts e
ity and the deaths of two prime min-  INTEREST describec —Intimes Innacentofpolit-
Ezersinh his had cal correct

weakened Indla, Labdnnmlhadupmlhﬂepmpusl-

The pletwre for Mr Modi in 2014 was
the exact opposite. He won a majority, [h.e first I.n

thons, With Mrs Gandhi, we saw another
manifestation of power and political skill owt of

Indiaafter 30 years, and was his party'
didate; th robust 6.5 per

power Im in 1977-B4. But that period ks
out ofth: Inthisn-

cent growth ecross the preceding 15 years. His wasa
peaceful, planned, predictable electoral rransition.

Thedegree of difficulty on hi POWErWas
way lower than Mrs Gandhi's, just ashlspo]itl.ca]
capital was emormously higher.

It Is also important to undedine that Mrs
Gandhi's 11th year wasn't electorally earned, but
aelf-gifred by maullngthe Lnnsdtutlunin aParlla-

year comparison.
An important question |s who kept India’s
cohesion better. Mrs Gandhi ruthlessly fought
Insurgencles in Mizoram and Magaland. Her
troubles on this score came post-19800 Mr Maodl
has made a dramatic improvement in the Kashmis
Valley and continued with normalisation in the
Northeast. But Manipur is an unending fallure. A
blg positive is the near destruction of the Maoists

real time to multiple:
reduce the chance of tampering?
This is technically feasible,
Retooling systermns to do this
would add somewhat to costs,
but the expense would be
redatively minor in terms of the
billlons at stake, And. It would
make the lnvestigaton of avi-
atlon incldents much easler and
far more transparent.

ment
mnmulslsimd(heuppaslﬂnninhﬂ Incontrast,
MAr Modl's third rerm was earned through general
elections, though hefell !hnr[ nfnmxjm'lry this time.

I eribal [ndia.
This dovetalls neatly into strategic and forelgn
affairs, Mrs Gandhi's 11 years were across the peakiof
the Cold wu She slgned a maty with [he sn\da

Hisn withinhis
parlyor from the Cppositon. The global situatkon
also miostly remained stable and favourahle —
untIJ the arrival of Trump .o,
Mow, the comparlsons across the four dimen-
slonswe Hsted Ondomestic polivics, the first ques-
thom 18 Whi's been the strongest Prime Minister of

.m..,... ..Jsslngelﬂluﬂf .
navigated the narrow spaces still a\aIJahlemlndJa_
Mr Modi started out with a “friends with all”
approach but Pakistan-China realities soon caught
up with personalisad diplomacy. M Gandhl
announced Indla’s nuclear stars in 1974 (Pokiran-

ly more effi-
clent d.lsmhuli\ve polinics, forexample. An sbiding
commitment to the public sector instead of privat-
isatlon. Even this vear, the Budget allocated €5eril-
llon for fresh investments into public sector units.
Compare that withourdefence Budget, 681 trillion.
Mr Modi has beought in some significant reform —
digital payments, GST and the bankrupecy code.
Many others, from mining to manufacouring and

¥ .

In his first and o terms, Mr Modl d
some audacious reform — land acquisition, farm
and labour reform Laws. lateral entry Into civil ser-
vioes, All have bean given up now. Untll Mr Trump
came to power, Mr Modi seemed settled into the 6-
6.5 per cent figure, which we'd risk calling the Hin-
duwtva rate of growth. ' melaglc- Apnlil:l:sddumby
Hinduident would winelecti
with &-6.5 per cent risk-free. The Trump am-twist-
ing and the resultant free-trade agreements have
rocked that ledsurely crulss, Let's seeif thiscan force
fressth refiormn &t gunpolnt.

And finally, how dowe compare the two greatest
proponents of employing natonalism in thelr
politics? For MrsGandhl, the backdropwas multiple
wars berween 1962 and 1971. India was already a jai
Jerwar, jat kfsan country. The Hberation of Bangla-
desh, the Green Revolution and the non-alignad
world s adulation fuelled her natlonalism. Me Modi's
nationalism ls more muscular, in military livery, We
can't prefudge the consequences of a commitment
rapin promising to respond militarily o aterror act
and leave It to historlans to reflact on the conse-
quences of such strategic predictability.

Under Mr ModL a new Hindulsed nationalism
hasemerged. While thishas united acritical massof
Hindus tokeep him secure, Ithas also created divi-
slons. lnd.insadwrsaﬂegmuld befemp(a:lwruna
dagger We've
thar not just with cur Muslims but also with the
Sikhs, especially during Operation Sindoor,

be in busmegg But on many basie Imatinets, he's
larger, i

By special arrangement with ThePrint

Stray concerns

EYE CULTURE

Earlier this month, a two-judge
Banch of the Supreme Court
advised a Noida resldent who had
complained efbeing harassed for
feeding stray dogs to feed them In
her home or open a shelter. Predict-

Indy population. The appellant in
this case polnted out that the awthaor-
itlizs have done nothing to designate
feeding spots. Mo less reprehensible

Involve residents:
Big-hearted as these rules may
seem in favour of stray animals,
their intention is actually to bal-
ance animal welfare with public
safaty. That's because the rules
alsostipulate that dogs need to be
neutered and vaccinated to con-
tm‘l the popu]atl.on and prevent
d of rabies. In the appeal

ably, responses o these passing
comments —which the frenziad

soclal mediaworld

before the Supreme Court, the
appellant was seeking directions
he local authorities toset up

Interpreted as.a judgment —
revealed the deep fault lines over
the ksswe of stray dogs. In Indis, you
areeither a dog lover or hater, with
noscope for mutual comprehen-

feeding points at strategic loca-
thons under the ABC rules.

As Himnmay Karlekar pointed
ot in an inclslve plece in the
Indian Express, in 2002, atwo-judge

isthe aby
gramimes that would goa long way
rowands controlling the Indy popula-
tion — and is also an integral part of
the ABC Rules, With exceptions
such as Lucknow, Mumnbal and, fora
while Delhi(where neutering zeal
has waned) no municlpal corpor-
athon has a sustained stray neutering
programime, althoughthere is no

of RGOS o humanely
undertake this work,

50 62 to 70 million Indies crowd
Indian cithes today, most leadinga
miserableexistence for survival
agaknst rampant urbanisation. This
growing man-Indy conflict is com-
pounded by undnformed opinion.

‘Western vs Indian’ in management

THEWISE LEADER

R GOPALAKRISHNAN

Indlan thinkers

ner

u\\eﬂl

[me

maoneywemake, orwhetherweare
famous, rather whether we
“multiply positive  vibrations™
(impact on people) during our Hfe-
time. lsthat unbquely Indlan?
German  philosopher  Karl
Jaspers observed In 1948 that
thinkers with no murual contact
across vast geographies had simd-
Lar ideas and reached similar con-
clusions {The Orlgin and Goal of
Historyll All thinkers proposed
that individual life should focus
on community well being, and
self-awareness, exactly as Swaml
Vivekananda had represented to
Western busi In shart,

"Lndlan way as compared to &
"Western" way of management.
They refer to Swami Vivekananda
or the Mahabharata to draw les-
sons. Is this relevant or valid?
There s some degree of validity,
but only some, part cularly in the
equilibrium berween efficiency
r i

slon. In fact, the barrage of unin- Supreme Court Benchstaved & Unable tocomprehend why the
formed comment from both gldes High Court orderbanning Indy population i burgeoning,
of the divide following this "advice™ publlcleedlng nfstree(dngsand urbanites want them relocated, and
from the apex couwrt like thelr many cruelly connive to doso, This
th institutional lordshi dinth was the solwtion Delhi Chief Min-

failure to sensibly deal wirh a prob- court twoweeks ago. ister Rekha Gupea sought as part of
lem that Is gaining momentum as Why does the Law mandate feed- a"cleanliness” drive. It is a surpris-
growing urbanisation encroaches Imyg street dogs? That {s principall i ! | a

once by &ni- former Law gradi given that the

(& s about life and

mals and birds,

It canbe assumed that Justices
Wikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
arenot fans of Indies, the popular
term for street dogs. They appear to
have had bad experiences during a
morningwalk orcyele ride. The
Inconvenlent truzh for them, how-
ever, |s the Animal Eirth Control for
ABC) Rules of 2023 under the Pre-

scavenge

they,
rished

“ourt has prohibived the

neutered. Regular feeding also
redfuces the chances of dogs turning
feral —though this factor s alsoa
function of the gramitous cruelry o
which they are often vulnerable.
The growing number of dog hire
CHSES — BETUNNINE 2200000
recorded in 2024 along, causing 48
deaths — s testimony tothe asym-

wventionof Cruslry i Animals Act, metrical and combarive namure of
which Incorporated guideli the relationship b dogs and
from Supreme Court orders. Among  humans in India.

Ir= proviskons are mules requirng
resident welfare asanciadnn!nl

What this case has unwittingly
revealed 18 the outright sbdication
of

local bodi

s for
feeding community animals and

e 00

Ibdlity of municipal auth-
oritesarcund India towards the

Ielﬂcndnnordngs —with good
TERSON, are inherently terri-
toral; relocating them invites
death-threatening attacks from
occupying packs.

With thelr stray remarks (for-
give the pun) their lordships have
unintentionally muddied the
Great Indy Debate. Loving or
haring dogs s beside the point. For
the good of man and animal, the
Indy population needs to be con-
rrolled. And for that, urban admin-
istratbons need tostep in fast.
‘That's the key peint the Supreme
Court should have underscored.

work are shaped by deep and
unmanifest inflwences of culture,
for example, deference to power,
authority, and age, as seen in
Indian business leaders genuflect-
Img before mindsters and bureau-
ceats. When | saw North Atlante
Treaty Organization chief Mark
Rutte, & blunt Dutchman, genu-
flect before Donald Trumpin a ser-
vile manner, I started to mthl.nk
Obwiously th

the essence of human wisdom
and philosophy does not recog-
nisenationalities or religlons, But
there are differences in their
manifestations.

For example. the installation of
agod {plcture or statue) in offices,
theperformance of a page for anew
factory. and a disgulsed belief in
astrology — manifestations and -
uals positively impact audiences,
which Is culture, This forms the
basis for accepring ideas (or not)
like fate, luck, astrology, and soon.

An Opposition political leader
told state poll audiences that the
under-construction flyover thar
had collapsad on March31, 2006, In
Kolkata was a retributlon for mis-
deeds by the ruling party in West
Bengal. Retribution hy the gods

quite Indian, Itis not the essence of
wisdom or philosophy that is dis-

leaders far behind? In 1991, JR D
Tata informed Ratan Tata about
his

rituals tharare cultural, inshort.
Likewise, about faith In astrol-
ogy, palmistry, and future-telling. |
wrote a factual, light-hearted post
on LinkedInabout how acompany
employee (lelsure-time astrologer)
had forecast the “marriage” of
Brooke Bond Lipton in 1995 by
casting the horoscope of Brooke
Hond — born on Seprember 25,
191z, at noon in Caleuta. The post
chalked up over 110,000 Impres-
slons, got 45 reposts, and over
1400 reactions! Many resporded
thar astrology could indeed play a
role in company decisions, and
that it should not be pooh-
poohed. A few commented that
astrodogy was rubblsh and modern
executives should pay no attention
o such gibberish. A minority of
respondents lampooned me for

placing a post on such an obscure
subject. In falress, | was not
advocating

astrology!

I ran & straw poll among my
acquaintances on thedr belief in
astrology. Virmally all sakd “yes"”.
Mone would risk an inauspicious
date for thelr children's wedding,
the inauguration date of some-
thing new, or joining muhurat
share trading. In 1977, Indira
Gandhi Ignored her astrologer's
ad\'lnew!l(nnnpamculusldenf
the election off In

ferences in the display and prac
theeofbroader cultural tendencies.
Indian spirinuality, {usratively,
teaches that what ks imporant Is
not how long we live or how much.

A Howewver,
m wanslm nnJuJy 11, 2025, in
another state where that leader's
own party was in power, a river
bridge collapsed! Retribution for
retribution? Such narratives are

1980, when she won, she ok no
risk and sat on the correct side as
advised by her astrologer. The faith
of our political classes inastrology
is well known, but are corporate

appointment as
chalrman of Tata Sons but
requested temporary confiden-
tlality till an auspicious date was
fiound to make the news public!

‘There are observably different
behavioural tendencies in the
“West versus India” debate. West-
ern management abhors ambi-
uity; Indians tolerate and thrive in
ambigulty, Western management
tends towards efficlency and cen-
tralisation; Indians tend wowards
effectivenessand decentralisation.
(Efficlency and effactivensss are
not synonymous ) As an example,
recall how Hindustan Unilever
Implementad & WIMI (winning in
many Indias) strategy while Uni-
lever was centralising global mar-
kets. Third, Western management
tends towards perfection whereas
Indigns  accept  imperfection
{iugaad s lauded). Last, the West
tends towards technodogy-centric-
iy whereas Indians tend towards
human-centricity. These are not
virtuesorvices, they are what they
arel  Younger generations in
families, after a forelgn education,
are seen to Integrate West and
Indianideas intelligently.

Do you think there s some
meritin the "West versus Indian”
way in the matrer of running
companies?

The writer's latest book fAM-
SETII Tata—Powerful Learmings
Sfor Corporate Saiccess, has been
coauthored with Harish Bhat.
rpopalithemindworks me
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS MOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T I8 A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

BALANCE BELIEF AND
CHOICE IN MATTERS
OF FOOD AND FAITH

ANWAR yatra, an annual pilgrimage in north India

that concluded earlier this week, evoked more fervour

over food than passion for plety this year. Most kan-

warlyvas went about their rituals peacefully. But a mi-

nority of them exhibited aggressive behaviour, impos-
ing majoritarian cholces on food. State administrations
faced criticlsm for giving preferential treatment to the pil-
grims, with eritics claiming they went to great lengths to
enforee bans on non-vegetarian food. Things came to such
a pase that the Supreme Court was involved in balancing
sentiments even on the last day of the yatra.

Thecourt's observation about transparency in food cholees
finds resonance far beyond the yatra. It emphasised the com-
fort zone of the consumer-devotee, stating that if a non-veg-
etarian eatery switches to vegetarian only during the vatra
for better business, there should be a way to inform consum-
ers that it had previously served non-vegetarian fare. The
court underlined the importance of telling the devotees about
the past practices of such eateries.

The eateries view their actions as strategic and lucrative
apportunities to generate more revenue in the yatra season,
appeal to devotess, or circumvent administeative restrictions.
The guestion is whether the practice flirts with consumer de-
ception. Ina pluralistic society such as ours, where “pure veg-
etarian’ restaurants make special mention of dishes without
anions or garic, food is a deeply cultural and religions matter:
The court’s backing of the public disclosure of eateries” past
practices erthanees consumer autonomy—not only for devo-
tees, hut also for others with, say allergies or other medical
restrictions, and their right to informed decision-making.

Interestingly, it is common knowledge that restaurants in
several eities stop serving non-vegetarian food during some
fiestive seasons, reverting to their old menus thereafter How-
ever; only the small eateries along the kanwar yatra route seem
tobe the focus of attention. That leads us to the root cause be-
hind the controversy—the sudden mushrooming of ideclogical
hattles over dietary cholees that have politicised food in the
country in general, with their tempo getting more shrill on
religious oecasions. Religious and consumer freedoms must
coexist and be accessible universally without diserimination.
Full diselosure of restaurant practices is essential. But legal
protection is equally important against stigmatising certain
foods and their vendors in the name of religious sensitivity

STATEACTION NOT ENOUGH
TO CURB SUPERSTITIONS

spate of bizarre spectacles emerging from the tribal

regions of Odisha hit the headlines in the last few

weeks. In two separate ineldents, eouples were yoled

to ploughs to till land in the full view of villagers. A

third incident preceding these two Involved about 40
metmbers of two families shaving thelr heads at a communtty
event. The shocking visuals of what are presumed to be acts
of purification as well as punishment went viral on soclal
media platforms. A common thread running through the in-
cidents reported from Rayagada and Koraput districts was
of marriages that had defied soclal norms. A probe by a divi-
sional commissioner-ranked officer has been initiated, while
the police are investigating the cireumstances under which
the couples were foreed to haul ploughs. These episodes are
likely to be forgotten soon, but the dehumanising acts are a
serious vielation of the right to live with dignity guaranteed
by the Constitution and must be viewed so.

Such corporal punishments have rarely been reported in
the past. One can only attribute these incidents’ wider airing
to the increased use of mobile phones in the tribal hinter-
lands. However, they must not be ignored as isolated inci-
dents. They speak of the kangaroo courts steeped ina primi-
tive legal system that dish out quick justice in these areas.
Tribal groups constitute about 23 percent of Odisha's popula-
thon, and across the vast swathes of their habitations, ancient

and practices to rule the roost. The wide-
spread prevalence of superstition, quackery, sorcery and
witcheraft has been perpetuated by decades of backward-
ness, low levels of literacy and absence of governance. Many
of the tribal groups continue to remain unexposed to the
modern rights-based legal system, however imperfect it is.

While it is important to protect the eultural integrity of
tribal communities from urban invasion, the state govern-
ment must ensure that the fundamental rights of individuals
enshrined in the Constitution are safegnarded irrespective of
where they live. The experience with laws to tackle soreery
and witcheraft in tribal-dominated states reveals that admin-
istrations have struggled to effectively Implement them. State
and pelice actions can only instil a sense of fear: The long-
term solution should be through focused initlatives based on
nuanced understanding of the cultural complexities of the
communities and the soclo-political dynambes of the region.

ICK TAKE

NOT TO BE TRUMPED

N yet another pullback from a multilateral agency, the US this

weelt withdrew from Uneseo. China’s sharp reaction—calling

the decision “irresponsible” —shows how the move may cede
maore ground to what the Trump administration considers its
muost formidable geopolitical enemy But there's something this
UN organisation has done in recent years that others can emulate,
Since 2018, it has pointedly solicited and received so much more
furds from other members and private donors that the US's con-
teibuithon to Uneseo's budget had whittled down to 8 pereent; so bt
wollldn't affect the ageney's wark the way Trump's decision to
quit WHO did to global health initiatves, The writing on Trump's
wall is elear—those who don’t read it do so at their own peril.

SATURDAY

ICE President Jagdeep
Dhankhar's resignation was a
kind of cold play. He left for
home on Monday evening in
control of his keys, but could
not enter his office the next
day. They must have sent his
personal stuff home, but he may not
have had access to all his papers.

Ome doesn't know if Dhankhar kept a
diary and made notes after chairing Ra-
jya Sabha sessions. One wonders if he
recorded his spats with all their provo-
eation and rancour, and after meeting
colleagues and dignitaries, bending his
tall figure to make hushed conversa-
tions. He is a trained lawyer, but one is
not sure if he was so clinically organ-
ised like Richard Nixen in these mat-
ters. If he did keep a diary and had kept
it in his office, it may have suddenly be-
come State property

Dhankhar was left with no time to se-
cure anything, least of all his legacy
There was such swifiness in the opera-
tion that the dismissal was instantly
made to wear the cloak of voluntary
exit. Although as per the book he could
not be sacked by the government, it ap-
pears a threat of impeachment was
enough to secure his signature on a
rather politically-correct draft where
everybody was thanked and a health
contingency was invoked.

Dhankhar was domineering, confron-
tational and articulate, qualities that
did not sit well in either his earlier role
as West Bangal governor or 88 vice pres-
ident. Both by the Constitution and con-
vention, they are conceived as elderly,
mentoring roles. They are not meant to
hold the steering wheel of government,
but are thought of as permanent stand-
by roles in the event of a constitutional
crisis. They do not put a final seal on
anything, only step in temporarily How-
ever, their placement in ceremony and
protocol tends to create a grand delusion
that they are important.

It appesrs Dhankhar had bought into
this delusion. While he should have en-
joyed being sandwiched between the
President and the Prime Minister as VE,
he attempted to create a distinct gran-
deur for his chair, often with vanity
While his role allowed him to philoso-
phise st times, he hectored all the time.

If that was not mistake enough, he
was perhaps the only VP who asserted
his caste denomination and its tradi-
tional profession of farming. KR Naray-
anan, as VP and later President, never
played his Dalit identity Dhankhar. it
seams, was attempting to create a con-
stituency of hisown. This portended not

DEATH

HE Gutenberg revolution ap-
pears to be waning as the writ-
ten word, the defining mark of
civilisation—whether on Baby-
lonian stelge or in racy detective
novels—recedes in the face of
the ever-compelling power of
images and wvoire. The written word is
shaking off the grip of regimentation,
which had tightened over the centuries
since printing caught on in Europe and
later, dictionaries formalised language.

Young people no longer read editorials to
learn hieratic language. Instead, they are
at ease with creoles, pidgins, slang and me-
mes. But ironically, high feelings persist
about 1anguage &s & political and cultural
markerof identity purity and authenticity
MNotable exception: at the press conference
after signing the India-UK free trade agrea-
ment, & struggling Hindi translator was
told to feal free to use English wonds.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra is upset about
the ﬂlr\e&]anguaae formula, Governor C F
Radhakri has weighed in on the prob-
lem of "linguistic hatred”, and recalled see-
ing a north Indian man in'his home state of
Tamil Madu being beaten up for not knowing
Tamil. Language politics in Tamil Nadu, an
element of the Self-Respect Movement, was.
a bulwark against the Union government’s
promaotion of Hindi, which sought to flatten
cultural diversity and make the states paliti-
cally aooessible to Delhi. Many states in the
enst, west and south didn't enjoy being
pushed around, and Tamil Nadu made it an
enduring political issue. But it is rare for
someone from the state to admit that linguis-
tic assartion has an unpleasant side. An ex-
treme example: the Second World War was
triggered by Hitler's determination to con-
nect German-speaking populations in East
Prussia and Austria with the German na-
tion—"Ein voik, ein Reich, ein sproche”, torip
aff a Nezi slogan concerning the Fiihrer

That was over B years ago. In the mean
time, the world has globalised at & speed
not seen since classical times. This could
have been an era of bridge languages like
Urdu. Insteed, machines, the internet and
their users are beating down the formal-
isms of language, and what was unthink-
ahle is now doable.

When Kemal Ataturk switched Turkish
from the Arabic-based Ottoman script to
the Roman alphabet in 1828, it was a redi-
cal act. The measure, intended to bring
Turkey closer to the West, was denounced
by critics as & “cultural rupture”, as older
tents became inaccessible to younger peo-
ple. Perhaps it worked only because 6 per-
cent of Muslims were literate at the time.

Vice presidents have openly spoken their mind in the past, too.
But as a constitutional figurehead, Jagdeep Dhankhar's
regular contributions to political chatter crossed a line

HIGH WALLS
THAT SURROUND
HIGH OFFICES

just a challenge to the executive, but ex-
posed his ambition and an infinite ca-
pacity for mischief small and big.

Dhankhar’s compulsive articulation
had become a threat to not just himself,
but to the government's views on the
law, peaple and the judiciary He spoke
much more than what Manmohan Singh
spoke as the executive head for a decade.
Since Dhankhar's exalted position could
not be countered or fact-checked, he had
slowly started giving an impression that
he was an alternative voice of the gov-
ernment. He loved to play the oracle.

It is unsettling when a person meant
to be a constitutional figurehead begins
contributing to political commentary
and chatter on a daily basis. The quiet
mentoring he was expected todo by the
virtue of his position was defeated by
this. His words also complicated the

Senir joumalist and athor ol
e Covnirience Network: 4 Dvoniiea!
Reifilanre foa itatorship
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perception of the Modi government’s
commitment to democratic processes
and larger policy.

For instance, when it came to the Con-
stitutien, in early 2023, Dhankhar waded
unprovoked into the issue of the basic
structure doctrine. He argued for the su-
premacy of parliament, and said its
amending powers could not be curtailed.
He almost sounded like Indira Gandhi
during the Emergency He said this when
the opposition was building a perception
about the constitutional fidelity of the
Muodi government in the build-up to the
2024 general elections. It is now history
how the opposition’s campaign fared,

The VP’s office should have operated
im dignified isolation, but Dhankhar
was the busiest man in the chair. His
frequent travels across the country, his
speeches, his pro-active networking

OF THE DICTIONARY
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SPEAKEASY

But ever since Usenet launched group
communications over the internet, before
most languages hed digital fants, phonetic
communications in the Roman alphabet
have been commonplace.

And now, Al-powered translation is the
norm. When Tony Blair's Britain asserted
multiculturalism in the late 1980, the road
sign of Bangladeshi-intense Brick Lane in
London was rewritben in two languages,
English and Bangla. When Monica Ali's
nivel Brick Lane became a bestseller it felt
like borders were dissolving.

The written word is no longer
the mast efficent way to store
knowledge. Thanks to a glut of
enabling software and hardware,
e mankind is tuming batk ta its
edrliest mode of encoding culture:
audiavisual media. Dictionarist
Dr Johnsan would've tutted at
how we treat language today

Decades later, in the US, which has be-
come multicultural without quite prepar
ing for it, machine translation is creating
weirdness. Public institutions like hospitals
and transport have signs in multiple lan-
guages including Hindi and Bangla, but
what they say sounds inhuman. Narurall:ﬂ
because this language is machi

language purists have either given up the
ghost or the struggle. The dictionary is just
anatherbook and books are archival legeey
media. if Samuel Johnson were around, the
dictionarist who said that language is the
idress of thought would have dismissed us as
ragtags, with bobtails barely concealing our
modesty in scanty hashtags.

Why is this happening? Informat ion stor-
age and retrieval began with visual and auo-
ditory media—cave paintings, dance per-
formances, oral epics and songs. But why
are they regaining salience? Because the
written word was the most efficient storage
medium for about five millenniums, from
the clay tablet libraries of Babylon to Dewey
Decimal via the Gutenberg press. But over
the last three decardes, magnetic and optical
data storage has scaled up so rapidly that the

= contents of a refrigeratorsized magnetic

tape bank of the 1970s now fit on a micro8D
card. With AL it is normal for data process-
ing to use &s much power &5 small towns.

The written word is no longer essential
for storage, and thehuman race i ggain em-
bracing the audiovisual media with which
it had begun to encode culture millenniums
agn. Ironically, it's astep back—there is now
room enagh for all the mishegotien utter-
ances that the race can dream up.

Ina strange case in bilingual Belgium, an
attendant in a train running through Dutch-
speaking territory greeted a passenger
in French and faced proceedings right sway
The proceedings have just ended, and the
harassed attendant has turned language
activist—he is selling coffee mugs bearing
greetings in both languages to promote
linguistic amity

The resurgence of audiovisual media st
the expense of text is starkly visible in poli-
tics. From West Bengal to Washington, vis-
ual media personalities are prominent in
]Egls]aru.res and few of their most impor-

ites can be accused of learning,

Across borders, there is concern t'hst
young peaple donot resd these days; but 1ets
fivcus on what they do read. YouTube loyal-
ists read closed captions generated by a ma-
chine. These are frequently incorrect, but it
doesn't bother anyone because the world’s

THEMNEW INDIAN EXPRESS
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ocrewn literacy Win some, Inse some, say
the Americans, who are postmodern—in
the sense that they have never respacted lin-
guistic formalisms very much.
(Views are personal)
(Tiveets iwpratik_k)
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The diversity of languages is nota
diversity of signs and sounds, but
a diversity of views of the world
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with different sections of the political
and business classes, and his protocol
fiatish could not have missed the scru-
tiny of people who had put him in the
chair. He thought he was number two in
the nation’s hierarchy. It was clearly his
delusion asserting.

The first VP, Sarvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan, spoke his mind freely too.
But he had a very different intellectual
energy, stature and sense of humour to
go with it. His context and political cir-
cumstances were entiraly different.
Plus, he had a trusting and warm rela-
tionship with the then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru. It was Nehru who
had coaxed him to take the VP's chair
Radhakrishnan always maintained that
he belonged to the “decorative side” of
the government. For him, it wasa "caged
and honorific office”.

Radhakrishnan's biographer, § Gopal,
wrote: "It did not seem to him worth-
while to give up the chair at Oxdord and
his work outside India for such a limited
role. But Nehru assured him that he
hoped to develop conventions which
would expand the role of the vice presi-
dent, particularly on the political and
diplomatic sides.”

Radhakrishnan helped Mehru navi-
gate politically piguant moments, he
handled for Nehru some of his difficult
colleagues and always with the singular
interest to strengthen Mehru. He never
opened an independent channel with
Nehru's critics to weaken him. Is
Dhankhar guilty of this?

In a public speech in September 1952,
Radhakrishnan warned the Congress
against complacency, he deplored their
“pampered living and confused thinking
which had taken the place of idealism
and tenacity of purpose™. Urging Con-
gressmen to carry through the unfin-
ished task of social revolution, he said,
“Hurry up, otherwise it will be too late.”

This speech caused a stir. Maulana
Azad told Radhakrishnan that Nehru
had remained silent when some Con-
greassmen had eriticised him. The VP of-
fiered to resign the next day when Nehru
met him. Nehru assured him that no one
had criticised him in his presence and
the matter ended there.

This trusting relationship between
the Prime Minister and his constitution-
al mentors changed over the decades,
and the first to diminish such institu-
tions was Indira Gandhi. Dhankhar,
with his loud stint in office, has made it
diffieult for the next VP to be his or har
OWTL PETSO.
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Thespian maestro

Ref: Manipur, his tortured, mesmerizing
musze {Jul 25). | appreciate the author
sharing the anerdote of him working on

a translation with the theatre director
who was an excellent painter and designer
in his own right. Ratan Thiyam's viems

on the hills and valleys of Manipur were
par excellence.

5 Kanthi

imathinathan, Kovilpatti

Capital opportunity

Ref: UK free trade deal { ul 25). The
Landmark trad deal betwesn India and the
UK, promaytes bilateral capital investment
in both the countries. 1t"s the trumep card
farilitating the promizing economic futwre
of India and ensuring warm relations with
the UK, and passibly, the ELL
BVearakimaran Thampi, email

Marital privacy

Ref: Imbalance in tech acvess may clowd
divoree cases (Jul 25). The Supreme
Court's decision allowing secretly recorded
spowsal canversations as evidence in
divorce cases strikes a careful balance
between privacy and justice. Clearly,

whan one spouse resorts to recording, the

mariage is already on thin ite.
erﬂum&ulln

Tariff yo-yo
Ref: The brwtality of sanctions  Jul
125). What we are witnessing is the US
peesidency heing szen solely theowgh the
lens of trade. The principal weapon being
tariffs. The tariff yo-yo has been dangling
on the heads of innocents, varying on
the whims and fancies of its principal
apalier=Donald Trump.

Kamat, Mysore
Stretching tongues
Ref: Language, longing and belonging
in Wakarasitra (Jul 25). If a language
is not wtilisad in daily conversations at
fhome and wosiplaces, and if intentional
measures are not implemented to enhance
its importante by those adwocating for its
preservation, them arguments aimed at
safeguarding it are futile.
Vinod Vetarady, Palaickad

Power abusa

Ref: The police line we need to cross (lul
24). The massiwe statistics of custodial
death in India is undoustedly a memaring
one. Stringent laws with non-bailable
arrests should be Formulated for such
abuse of power. In a democratic country, na
one should be allowed to bend the rules.
Chadran ek, email
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AGDEEP Dhankhar's sudden

msignation as  Vice-President
of India has thrown the political
establishment into o whirlwind
of speculwion. Officially attrib-
uted to health reasons, the resig-
nation has, nonetheless, triggered
a host of alternative theories. The

vernments response has been
Eﬂmklbﬂ,‘ muted—limited to a
werse acknowledgment from Prime
Minister Narerdra Modion X, But
behind the scenes, there appears
o be far more than meets the eye.
One dominant theory making the
rounds is that Dhankhar’s accept-
ance of an Opposition-sponsored
motion against Justice Yashwant
Varma played a central role in his
exit. This move reportedly angered
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA)

with whispers of a sible mo-
mﬁdcnc?lmlion hpion: wsed as
leverage 1o force Dhankhar's resigs
nation. The chain of events unfold-
ed rapidly, with his stepping down
in what appears to be a politically
caleulated exit, To understand the
implications of his resignation, four
key points must be highlighted
First, the real neasons behind his
exit remain shrouded in ambigu-
ity, While the health excuse offers a
convenient public explanation, the
various accounts emerging from
political insiders suggest a far more
complex and possibly turbulent
backstory.

Many of these narratives may
Ise shaped by the agendas of those
leaking them—be they disgrumled
insidders, Oypposition operatives or
even strategic BIP functionaries,

As such, caution is needed before
accepling any one version as the
definitive truth, Second, whats
evident is the triumph of realpo.
liik over principle, Dhankhar’s
acceptance of the motion against
Tustice Varma—seen by many as
a rare assertion of parliamentary
independence—was met not with
support but with swilt retribution,
This episode underscones the extent
o which koyalty and conformity are
prized within the ruling alliance,
often at the cost of institutional au-
tonomy. Dhankhar may have scted
in accordance with parliamentary
norms, of may have some other
objective in mind, but his action
was nod in sync with the political
sensitivities of his backers. Any
slackness in loyalty angers those
who matter—and there are conse-

Buzz around Dhankhar resignation not good for NDA govt

quences, Third, it is difficult 1o cast
[hankhar as a defender of demo-
cratic vabues, even if we acocpt that
This fisal stand was principled. His
record as Governor of West Bengal
was marked by frequent clashes
with the elected state government,
with critics accusing him of under-
mining federal principles. Even in
the Rajya Sabha, he was often seen
as ovenly siding with the ruling
party, which has cast many asper-
sions,

Thus, while his resignation may
be interpreted by some as an act
of principle, his conduct, on the
whole, doest suggest any decp
commitment 0 the norms that
ensure the proper Functioning of
a democratic republic. Lastly, the
fallout from his resignation is likely
10 intensify pelitical activity in the

ND, especially within the Sangh
Parivar, The search for his succes-
sor will not merely be a procedural
formality bt a deeply political
exercise. With tensions  brewing
between the BIP and the RSS over
the upcoming election of the BIP
presiddent, Dhankhar's replacement
could become another Hashpoint
in the ongoing power struggle. It
s qquite certain that any Vice-Presi-
demtial nominee will now be evalu-
ated nol just on competence or
stature but on their loyalty, political
alignment, and potential role in fu-
ture parliamentary confromations.
‘Therefore, Dhankhar’s resignation
should not be seen as a personal
decision or an isolued poltical de-
velopment; it is a revealing episode
in the larger drama of Indias con-
semporary power politics.

Ashok Gajapathi Raju: Epitome of
service with the soul of simplicity

A psychoanalytical portrait of emotion in public life

NoMmuLa Seixivas Rao

calculations and hardened expressions, the

visible emotions of P Ashok Gajapathi Raju
stanc apart — a5 raw, authentic expressians of
& man deeply mted in values, service, and hu-
man connection.

Ascion of the royal howse of Vizianagaram,
The has carried this kgacy not with arrogance
st with duty-boand humility. And vet, in re-
cent times, we sex a new emodional Bcet of his
[persona, surfacing in public spaces — ot as
a weakness, but as o symbol nf inner strength
and profound connection 1o the coses he
holds dear.

In a political landscape often defined by cold

Tears in Dwarapudi: The Chiti

Guruvulu Moment

It was & function in Dwarapudi village — his
adopted Adarsha gramam under the MP-led
village adoption scheme. Years ago, Raju had
envisionsd a noble and beaniful concept:
Chitti Gurwvuly, where children weach illier-
ate ehders with bove, patience and reverence,
“This unique, grassmots movement caught the
attention of Prime Minister Narendra Moxi,
who hailed it in his “Mann Ki Baat” radio ad-
dress as one of the best examples of people-led
transformations,

Years hiter, the same children stood around
him. As they sang, spoke, and smiked at him
with affection, something stirred in Raju. His
face softened, his voice trembled and in that
sacred, unscripted moment, tears welled up
in his eyes. He was not just witnessing a pro-
gram’s success — he was witnessing the flow-
ering of hope he had once planted with pure
intent,

Scholarships, memories and legacy
We saw him visibly moved for the second
time during the 75th birth anniversary of
his late brother. Anand Gajapathi Raju. a
towering figure in Andhra Pradesh politics,
Ashok Gajapati Raju distributed scholarship
cheques 1o 160 students. on the occasion.
But he disl not stogr there, Along with the -
nancial aid, he handed over o special book:
"R perd Jeoldride doltorere”
— acenennial tribute to ther father, Dr.
EV.G. Raju, a legendary statesman,

In those moments, Rajus emotion-ridden
volce cracked several multiple times-while
handing over the cheques, while posing for
group photos, and while recalling the legacy
of his brother and father. The tears were not
signs of weakness but evidence of depth — of
memory. responsbility, and lave,

Simhachalam: A farewell with tears
Mot recently, the sight of him shedding tears
his reskgnation s at Simhachalam
stirred the cm?x“icme opfc::rn the mast hard-
ened observers, The man, who once walked
the corridors of powen was now siepping
away, not out of defiat, but out of dignity.
And yet, there he was — ng —
for position, not for attention, but for |he
emotional fabric woven through decades of
loyaley, service, and unshakeabde bedief in his
party and people. It was an intensely human
maoment in a political world that forgets how
10 be human,

What makes him emotional?
TO psychoanalyze his recent tears is not 1o re-
duce them — but to elevate them, These tears
are a product of puri
1. Love for Children - His heart melts for
their innocence, their promise, and their po-
tential He sees aducation not as a tool bt as a
sacred gifl. 2, Legacy and grititude - His tears
come from the shoulders of giants he sood
— a father who inspired and a brother
who guided. 3. Detachment from power - He
served without clinging. His detachment is not
renunchation, but recognition that true power
lies in values and not positions. 4. Commit-
mend to the cause = His emotional Bbric is
stitched with honesty. He is mot shaken by
wing or bsses, but by what he can aill give, 5,
Loryalty with soul - His loyalty 1o the party is
et transactional; # s generational, ethical,
and deeply personal,

Lessons and the legacy
His emotional expressions are a mirmor of
what politics was meant to be — nat a quest

Most recently, the sight of
him shedding tears during
his resignation speech at
Simhachalam stimed the
conscience of even the most

hardened observers, The man,
who once walked the corridors of
power, was now stepping away,
not out of defeat, but out of

dignity.

for personal gain, bat a sacred service. His life
should be a textbook for the young generation
— & lesson in empathy, simplicity, commit-
ment, and the power of good character.

When a palitician cries not for himself, but
for children, legacy, and the betterment of
others, it s not a breakdown — it is a spiriual
dlevation.

A flitting close

“True emotion fows only from true intemtion,
‘When you lead with your heart, serve with
honesty. and detach from power, tears are not
weakness — they are the ink of your legacy
written on the soul of society” Let the young
learn, Let politicians refect, And let the nation
remember that -based politics is not an
aspiration — it is atill alive in men like Ashok
Gajapathi Raju.

The journey with him-A
personal reflection:
1 have had the rare and blessod peivileg of wit-
the of Ashok Gajapathi Rapu
garu up close — from 1988 when | it saw him,
and more intimately since 1994 when I began
serving as his assitant, What stanted s profes-
siomal progimity dowly becane a deep, personal
bond rooted in admirative, loyaly, and umwa-
wering respect,

'Ihh‘m.mlimtmﬂnﬂa — hets aliving
phlluopl!l.‘}“{:tl mumnmm
rity s compassion spontane-
ousmdlu.lhwmh.ndhlammln
Parlsament and the Assenably, and | have seen
himat his most vubnerablle — often aone, silent-
Iy reflecting. with tears in his eyes over a childs

story or the needs of a villige. Over the
ruy?&m’m.lmh&;mnlmmnﬂhllgm
Itense — an chsession, nod in the com-
o sense, but in the parest Borm of reverence,
1 have madk it 3 habit o observe him — nok just
what e says, but how he listens; not just how he
Neadds, but how be walks away from power with
grace. Every wond he utters, every tear be sheds,
every silence he maintaing, form part of 2 living
textboak of vidues. The recent tears he shed —
at Dwarapudi with the Chiti Guruvubs, while
scholarships in his brothers mei j OF
ﬁjm his m?:nl goodbye at Simhmm
— age nod isolated events. They are part of 3 con-
lhmhtswolumuhmwdummed
i seva and whose heart re hed by

Nitish swings, Rahul sinks,
Tejaswi thinks — Bihar blinks

/"V RAMU SARMA_

THAR—once the land
Bol monasteries and mow
the crucble of caste
arithmetic and coalition cha-
os—is gearing up like a chess-
board for the high-stakes 2025
Assembly  elections,  Every
district, every demographic,
and every caste bloc are under
scruting as parties strategise
for what is shaping up 1o be a
erucial political showdown.
These dections are pivotal
not just for the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
and the Congress but also for
the crumbling remmants of the
socalled INDIA alliance, The
latter, plagacd by cracks and
competing egos, has already
begun showing signs of col-
lapse. While AAP has severad
ties, Jef parties stated that Ra-
hual (Gandhi) was still imma-
ture and cannot hold the bloc
together. Bibar will not just
decide the fate of alliances—in
will est the relevamce of lega-

Ches,

Axthe heart of this dection
stands Nitish Kumar, the long-
est-serving Chied Minister of
Bihar and the chief of lanata
Dal (United). While [D{UYs
popularity has waned, the "Ni-
tish brand” still resonates—es-
peclally among the Kurmi
community and certain ERC
{ Extrerely Backward Classes)
segments. But his age, health,
and repeated political som-
ersmills hive become talk-
ing paints for bath the media
and the opposition, Questions
about his succession plan and
staying in power are more rel-
evant than ever.

Meamwhile, the BIP is ag-
gressively urying 1o reclaim
loat ground. Though it lacks a
charismatic chiel ministerial
face, the party isbanking onits
core Hindutva base, support
from upper <astes (notably
Bhumihars and Rajputs), out-
reach to Pasmands Muslims,
and the patriotic afterglow of
Operation Sindhoor, The op-
eration—Indias swift and pre-
cise ainvirike retaliation=—con-
tinwes 1o be a talking point in
thelr camspaign, Yet, without
a mass-appeal CM face, BIP's
road to Patna remains riddled
with uncertainty.

O the other side, Tejashwi
Yadav's RIDY sees an opportu-
nity, Buoyed by the youth and
Ihernu;tnullscd Tejashwi has
sharpened the party’s focus on
job creation and social justice,
The party hopes to convert the
Muslim-Yaday vote bank into

a winning formula But the
challenge remains—how far
can [t streich its appeal beyond
that loyal core? Without sig-
nificant inroads into Dalit and
non-Yaday OBC  segments,
RID risks capping its growth.

Lets ot forget the battle-
grounds.

Mithila=The BJP-JINU)

stranghold:
The cuburally rich  Mith
ilanchal  region,  anchared

by Maithili Brahmins and
Bhumihars, is a traditional
BIP-IDXU) basthon,  Despiee
chronke  issues like
wnemployment, and out-mi-
gration, it holds over 100 as-
sembly seats—making it one
of the most electorally decisive
TS,

Mahagathbandhan's

seal arithmetic:

In the 2020 elections, RID won
75 of the 243 Assemibly scats,
contesting 144, The Congress
fared poorly and won only 19
of the 70 it contested. [roni-
cally, CPIML) emerged with
the best strike rate, bagging 12
of 19. Whether they can retain
this momertum remains 1o be
seen,

Now, as seal-sharing .
tiatbons begin again, the fault
limes are visible, The Congress
waids fo replicate its 2020 tally
by comtesting 70 seats, but the
RIDY is reportedly unwilling to
offer more than 50.55, Mean-
while, the Tharkhand Muksi
Morcha {IMM) & demanding
12 geats bn return for s 2024
favour 1 RIDY in Tharkhand —
a political barter that exposes
the transactional nature of
these “alliances”

The ringe players and X-
factors:

The fray s further crowded
by players like Lok Janshakei
Pasty (LIP), Prashant Kishore’s
Jan Suraal, AIMIM, CPIML),
and AAP, Jan Surag, while cre-
ating buzz, is unlkdy o win
more than 10 seats, AIMIM
and AAP, comesting indepen-
dently, may not win big but
could dent vote shares across
blocs amd scramble existing
equations.

The unique aspect of Behar
politics remains its deeply re-
giond and caste-driven na-
ture, Here, persomalities are
secondary. Caste s king. Alli-
ances may erack, keaders may
chamge, but social coalitions
remain dectsive,

Congress: Confused and
combative:
Rahul  Gandhi, il

alleges manipalation under
the guise of the Election Com-
mission’s vober list revision.
About 61 lakh volers were
fagged. and instead of engag-
ing constructively, Rabul and
5P chiel’ Akhilesh Yadav cry
foul, chiiming disenfranchise-
ment of the poor. He is even
threatening the BC but fails
to produce the proof. s high
time e ends this drama.

Then theres his birarre
take on Operation Sindhoos.
Hahuls line that the opera.
tion can't be called a success
because it s “still ongoing” i
as absurd as it is desperate, He
comvenicnly forgets that India
attened terror launchpads in
21 minutes, rendered enensy
airhases pon-functional, and
exposed the failure of Paki-
stan’s Shabeen-Ill missile—
while Indias Agni missiles
struck targets with surgical
precision,  Rahals credibil-
ity took ancther hit when he
echoed Donald Trumg's delu-
sional claim—repeated over
25 times—that he “brokered
peace” between ndia and Pa-
kistan, Trump, lest we forget,
also promoted an Al-generat-
ed video falsely showing Ba-
rack Obama being armested.
That's the kind of leader Rahul
Gandhi chooses o believe,

I Parliament, the Congress
o seeins o be searching foe
a bahana (excuse) to explain
its looming dectoral defeat
From protesting  Operation
Sindhoar to creating  moise
over Vice- President Jagdeep
Dhhankhar’s signathon—
amid rumours that he drified
towards the Congress afier the
no<onfidence  motion  and
which alkgedly prompted the
government 1o demand  his
resignation or threaten dis-
missal—the partys  actions
reck of confission. Meanwhile,
it appears to have forgotten 3
key political reality: in Bihar, it
nemaing a unior partner with
steadily declining influence,
espectally among upper castes,
Muslims, and Dabits in dis-
tricts like Kishanganj, Supaul,
and Katihar.

In the voluile Kosi and
Anga regions—especially
Saharsa,  Madbepura, and
Bhasal 1

Jictabl

seems stuck in o rhetorical
loop. His record keeps skip-
ping—be it his obsession with
“election Chorl” in Maharash-
ira or now in Bihar, where he

As Bihar readies for its 2025 Assnm'nly shdinns.

the state b

ible of caste g

psing alliances, and uncertain Iendarship

the noise of politics. As someane who has seen
him for over three decades, [ can say this with
certainty: Raju’ emotions are not moments of
weakness. They are rare glimpses inbo a stales-
mans consclence. His love for children, his re-
spect for elders, his pride in his roots and his
deep belief in education make him what he is
— o true ke mosdel, ot just for politicians, but
l'or]lulmmlmny To be by his side ks not

At stake is not just power—but political relevance.
While Nitish Kumar's legacy hangs in the balance,
BJP eyes a Hindutva-powered comeback minus a
clear CM face. Tejashwi Yadav bets on the youth and
marginalised, yet struggles to expand beyond his
traditional vote bank, The INDIA bloc lies fractured —
AAP has exited, Left parties distrust Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress flounders in confusion. From Mithila's

) — W hasbeen nry ik to Kosi's Bihar's unpi
?r«mhwwrmd emotional joursey. | hope caste arithmetic will test every party’s mettie, In
jons see i him what | see every a statewhere caste trumps charisma and loyalty

da)rlhrmﬂnla moble man, and the spirit of &
nation still hopingbo be led by values.

outlives ideology, this battle may redefine India’s
political playbook

B2 ¥
caste dynamics could favour
the RID. These zones are tradi-
tonally swirg regions and will
bee chosely wat ched.

This dection & not just
about govemance. Its about
reclaiming  lost  rebevance,
stitching (or severing) alli-
ances and redefining Bihar's
futare. The baide will be
fought not merely in rallies
o manifestos but across caste
corridors, tood-prome towns,
backward blocks, and shifting
political sands,

What remains constant is
Hihar's ability o surprise, 1o
resist predicuabiliey. and 10
defy national nasratives.

And that, pechaps, is its tru-
est political character.

[ The author is
Jormer Chief Editor of
The Hans Inddian)

() LETTERS

Rahul certification is no Oscar
or Nobel, Mr Revanth Reddy
HIS is in reference 1o “Revanth pushes for 42% BC
quota”(THL July 25), Lam intrigued by the Catch-22 6i-
wation that Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy finds himself in
as regards proving 42 per cent reservation for BCs in educa-
tion, employment and local body dections. Honouring this
Iias became inevitable for his government & it is & promise
made by Rabul Gandhi at the Kamareddy public meeting
hdd in September 2023, in the run-up to the Assembly dec-
tions. However, it is not easy 1o get approval for 42 pescent
reservation for BCs, as the onus is on the NDA-led central
governnsert. If Revanth Reddy fails 1o accomplish it, then
he, his ‘mentor’ and the Congress party will bose the trust
of the BCs. This apart, Reddy has coined an acronym Rake
(Rahul and Revanth) and an abbreviation SEEEPC {Social,
Education, Employment, Economic, Political Caste) for
his survey. He gave a power point presentation to the party
functionaries in Delhi, for which he was given a ktter of ap-
preciation, He feels as if it is equivalent o an Oscar or the
Mobel Prize, To me it looks like narcissism and sycophancy,
Heing a junior, one must be loyal but pot goop 1o low as
lattery could lead the system towards destruction, The 42
per cent reservation for BCs will an acid test for Revanth
Reddy, who is stranded between the devil and the
Dr. Venknt Yadav Avala
State spokesperson MASS

India-UK FTA is welcome news

T is with reference 1o the news “India, UK ink historic
FTA” (THI July 25). While the US-India tracle relationship
significant dnl]mps with tariffs and market access,
India’s C Trade A CETA)
withthe UK isa well-timed move. 1I1cl‘mlrldtmcmm
will primarily reduce import duties, potentially making cer-
tain British goods are affordsble for Indids consumers and
businesses. While some sectors like automobiles are seeing
reduced tariffs, there are also concems about potential im-
pacts on domestic industries and job losses due 1o increased
competition. The agreement may bring huge benefits 1o both
countries and in the process boost wages and ralse the livieg
standards. Beyond reducing tarilfs, it facilitates smoather
customs processes, enhances mobility and creates new op-
portunities in government procurement and digital trade,
Careful monitoring and proper implementing of the agree-

et bs crucial Lo ensure that the benefils are mazimised.
B Victor Selvaraj, Tirunelveli-627002

FTA is a major boost for Indian industry

5 India and UK. ink a comprehensive Free Trade

Pact (FTA) that promises 1o reshape trade, takent ex-
change and industrial collaboration between the two na-
tions is historic because it will give big Rllip to bilateral
trade that would accrue a substantial revenue to us annu-
ally. At a time, when global economies are recalibrating
trade agreements, this pact will provide strategic advan-
tage 1o both nations besides coming as a boon to Indian
manufactures and exporters. By and large, granting zero
duty access of tariff to virtsally the entire trade value, it is
certain to o nhngwlyinwnsabmu o MSME enter-
prises, the backbone of rural and semi
Additionally, exempting Indian wnrhrs and employers
from social security contributions. in ULE. for three years
will help to play big in global trade and goes to show that
the pact opens the doors for Indian professionals to access
one of the workds most advanced service economies,

K R Srinfvasan, Secunderabad-3

India stands to gain from FTA with UK

HE bilateral trade between India and the United King-

do is set to get a more than $3 billion annual boost
over the long-term following their free trade agreement,
with leaders from the two countries calling it a "historic’
deal. Both sides had finalised the trade pact in May after
three years of intense lations — marked by thorny
issues such as visas, tarifl reduction and tax breaks, The
talks gaines momentum, and the two governments acceler
ated the pace to seal the deal when US, President Donald
Trump's tarifl threats sent the world in disarray. India has
secured markel access in key job-creating sectors such as
textiles, footwear, gems and jewellery and marine producs
— where the UK & set to eliminate duties by up 1o 20 per
cent and diminating duties for almost 99.7 per cent of tarifl
lines in India’s food sector. New Delhi extracted cnhanood
market acoess in export-oriented sectors such as mari
animal products, m(lmﬂng scafood, dairy. and meat prod-
uets, with tariffs reduced to zevo froam up Lo 20 per cent.

Mani Rarnani layanthy, Mumbai

thehansreader@gmail.com

@ BENGALURU ONLINE

SSLC, PUC pass mark reduced to 533 per
cent: Feedback sought from publie
BENGALURLU: In a major move towards aligning Karna-
taka’s school examination standards with the CESE modd,
the Karnataka School and Board
(KSEAR) has isued an official notification kwering the
pass percentage for SSLC and PUC exams to 33 per cent
aggregate marks, Until now, sudents needed a minimum
of 35 per cent marks in each subject 10 be dechired pass. As
per the new rule, candidates will now be considered pass
if they secure a minimum of 33 per cent overall, including
Internal assessments and written exams, and at least 30 per
cent marks in each subject.

In the case of the SSLC (Class 10) examination, out of a
total of 625 marks, a student will now be declared pass if
they score at least 206 marks overall, provided they have
secured the subject-wise minimum as well, The revised rule
aligns with CBSE standards, where only an aggregate of 33
per cent is required. The government has issued a draft no-
tification under the powers vestod by the Kamataka School
Examination and Evalwation Board Act, 1966 (Sections 36
and 27), to amend the rules accordingly. Public objections

o

and suggestions regarding this change are now being invit-
ed for a period of 15 days from the date of official publica-
tiom. Similarly, the Karmataks government has also notified
proposed amendments 1o the PUC [1 {Class 12) examina-
tion rubes, under the Karnataka Education Act, 1983, 1o
take effect from the academic year 2025-26.
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