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Big challenge for Germany
amid changing world order

are Gorman” they have done everything to keep out an overbearing

Tha Germans have voted and short of saying “No Trump please, we

American influence. It is all but certain that

iedrich Merz of the

conservative centrist Christian Democrats will be elected
Chancellor. Once be strikes a deal with the third-placed SDP he can try to
fulfil his promise of dealing with the new world order In Trump's second

regime by seeing to it that Germany st

ns its own defence even as it

rongt!
continues to support Ukraine in defending itself in its war with Russia.
The stakes in a German election that invariably throws up mixed results

t even mkh-nhh time as the far right Alternative for Germany, or AfD,

cked by

lon Musk canvassing o)

ly for regime change In a country

that is neither that of his birth nor the one he is a resident of, was alming

for power at the expense of the centrist parties, AfD finished

an impressive

second but Merz will have no truck with it in sharing power, and he can
afford to take that stance as he can weave a simple coalition of CDU and
SDP and form the next government with a simple majority

The geopolitics of the world has been reduced to such o state that trans-
Atlantic machinations were so openly afoot in shaping a new order in

The clearly anti-

establishment vote
that has changed
's political

which the US may be ready to abandon
Germany along with the rest of Nato and EU
members as Trump is showing an inciplent ten-

dency to lean towards an authoritarian trolka

in thm‘::n. Moscow and Betjing. Merz has
dt

scene means that
the AfD is here to

stay and the
centrists are facing

the crisis |
et
their politics

defeated  Olaf  Scholz's

t he could seck nuclear cover from
Britain and France if the US pulls out of Europe
even as anxiety has taken over with the future

of Ukraine so uncertain as Trump waxes and

wanes over his o deal ideas,
Of course, the businessman Merz, who owns a
rivate jot and has never held public office
fore, must first form a coalition with the
contre-left  Soclal
Democratic Party and, perhaps, the Groens

before he can begin to govern, And then there will be his compelll

domestic priorities lke convinein

lo that solutions can be foun

his peapl
for the sharp rise in the cnuoflllvfnl index that hurts even more with no
matching pay ralses and the immigration problem which became such a
huge ﬂnll Sasue that much of former East Germany seems to have voted for
D

the Al

and the others have been demanding relief from Merkelera poli-

cles that allowed unfottered Immigration,
Keeping the nationalist, antl-immigrant far-right at bay politically may
be a task that Merz would have to leave for a litte later even as he fights

his own relative un)
task of trying to

larity while having to take on this stupendous
Europe in trade and security issues with Trump and

reinvigorate a faltering economy that is a greater worry as Germany is

urope's biggest

clearly i vote that has

B
changed Germany's political scone means that the AfD is here to stay and

the centrists who have

ruled Germany for so long are facing the biggest

crisis in their identity and thelr politics,

PM’s drive on obesity welcome

Prmw Minister Narendra Modi's call for an anti-obesity drive seeks to
a

ress one of the challenges that ':‘r’w country faces

growing incl

dence of lifestyle diseases -mon‘)l lans.

The country has already got the dublous distinetion of being the global
capital of diabetes, contributing 23.7 per cent of global diabetic patients.
However, the most alarming statistics relate to children — 74 lakh boys
rnd 52 lakh girls were found to be obese in 2022 compared to just two lakhs

n 1660,

Obesity was higher among urban people at 44,17 per cent compared to
3050 per cent In rural areas. Similarly, 44.6 per cent of the educated is

we compared

10 48 per cent of the uneducated because of sedentary

1ifestylo and consumption of fast foods,

Subhani

Al revolution looms: Can

India make a dif

Indranil Banerjie

hile technol:

ogy has boen

an economic

e ching:

e through-
out history, it has perhaps
never been a8 pressing or
critical as it ix today, The
rise and fall of corporn-
tions, societies and even
nations today are exigent
on technological advance-
ment. And af the vanguard
of this iIneluctable dynamic
s AL or  artificial

front-runner in the roe is
the United States, with a

citizens and socleties In
many ways",

The lssue was how to
diversity the Al ecosystom
and narrow inequalities in
the fleld, The summit state-
ment for “an open,
multhstakeholder — an
inclusive approach that
will to be human
|1fchu . human-oen-
trie, ethical, safe, socure
and trustworthy, while
also stressing the neod and
urge to narrow the
inequalities  and  assist
developing countries in
artific lwumlmell oy
capacity- ing so they
cun bulld Al capacities”,

Significantly, the United
States, which Is far in the
lead in the race, declined to
be a signatory to the sum-
mit's goal even though it
participated in it. US vice-
president J.D. Vance, who

st remisin froe from ide-
ological bias, and that
American Al will not be co-
opted into a tool for authar
Martan censoeship”,
The hoves are off. This is
a fight. While
signatories
it can fall
behind in the Al race only
at thedr pertl, it Is obwious
that few countries will be

able to enter, let alone
endure, in this exhausting
marathan.

Among lt.he fow countries
In A position to o
are China, India, Tm'n\m

ference?

cash, it has oodles of valu-
able human resources
a vast and highly function-
al dightal ecosystem. Poli
theal will too 1s not lacking,
Prime Minister Modi, as
he said at the summit
ises that the world
15 at the dawn of the Al nge
and that “this technology

socurity and soclety”,
T'he Prime Minister's call
for  “collective  global
efforts”™ appears to be a
reflection of the realsation
that India cannot do it
alone.  Curvently, Indla
might be the largest con-
sumer of Al but to become

a producer like ChatGPT,
DeepSeek or Alphabet's
Geminl  requires  hum-
ongous  fnvestment  in
research as well ns the con-
struction  of  mammoth

In terms of raw electricity
Such |l{uwnll consum:
Ing computing bebemoths

Indtla Al Mission lnsunched

TERS

LEFT ISN'T RIGHT

The resurgence of right-
wing populism is threat-
ening the very basis of
Western liberalism. What
explains citizens' support
for such parties as the
AfD In Germany or for
such leaders as Donald
Trump and Glorgia
Meloni? Is it simply a
reaction against liberal
values, or are there more
profound socioeconomic
causes at work? It is
essential to address these
movements instead of
rejecting them to com-
prehend the changing
political environment?
How do liberal democra-
cles make changes in
response to these without
Jeopardising their essen-
tial values?
Anshu Bharti
Begusaral, Bihar

FEMININE TOUCH
o sy o on . s

wlde, ly skling. What Is of singu-
lar note i that both are

Claude Arpi

According to an estimate, the annual edible oll consumption per person handful of glant corpora:  tepresented his country, 10,000 crove iticians, one
in India is 20 hﬁ.{whuh I8 over six times more than the 2.9 :s roparted in tions luminating the oad — evidently saw no percent-  and ps @ fow o accelorate th the new CM of Delll and the other the
1950-60, The WHO's Ideal recommended per capita annual edible oll con: ahead, Racing to up is lﬁ; in a joint approach  Not surprisingly, The Prime  Minister's  erstwhile CM and now the Leader of
sumption s 12 kg per person. the world's second when his country was in - President  Macron France visit tied up collab- What adds to

The country’s edible ol consumption increased faster than the produc- economy, China, which s fact winning. “The United  made it a national ity oration with France to  of the frame ks that it was captured inside
thon. India imports over two-thirds of its oil demand or 16.5 million tonnes. pouring in billions toramp ~ States of America in the 1o tewm up with Indla in - bulld smallscale nuclear  the Assembly, where bonhomie and polit-
India's d?»n nee on imported edible oll could send food inflation into a up its Al capabilities and in Al and our  the competition, He dw e for powering data  jeal grace have long been delegased to the
tallspin if the dollar gets strengthened phenomenally. has recently come up with  administration plans with Prime Minkster M oentres, Jurnssic Age. Women are known to han-

As part of achleving selfsufficiency in oil, a Niti Aayog report suggested its astonishing Al gente, t that way," he have “launched an Indla-  Sam Altman, the man  dio rivalry with far aplomb and
a mnd.m-wr incremsing local oll supply and controlling oll demand declared, adding that other  France  Roadmap  on  behind Chnl(}l"l‘. had Ind retain focus on public lssues for far
through “behaviouristic approach”, which include spreading awarenoss ( nations that have  forelgn countries could  Artificial (A'ln)i thally Jonger o time than men. Atishi was seen
among poople about 11l effects of higher consumption of edible ofl. thrown thelr hats into the nee with American Al rooted in the philosophical — about India’s AI” ambl o be highly articulate and incisive while

Mr Modi, the best communicator of the day in India, appears to have ring include Indla, France if they wished to  convergence In thelr  tlong, but of late has admit-— Mrs Gupta Is
taken upon himself to educate people about the adverse effects of higher o host of other Kure- own use of. the  ted that the rxldly declin {ven due recognition, One wishes that
amounts of oil, His decision to r in 10 celebritios from diverse flelds pean countries, The world: & countries which  development of sade, open,  Ing_cost of hardware nue isues of
coming from across India will amplify his message against excossive use of wide Interest and nagging  signed the summit dec wsocure and trustworthy d allow smaller play- even as they occupy opposite sides
odible oil, which is not good for the health of people as well as the economy. concerny  regarding thon are all lngzards, which — artificial intelligence”. s 1o enter the of the alsle.

were reflocted at the recent  includes China, India and Both nations are plan. For Indla, the two R. Narayanan
Al Action Summit co-cha-  France, They all want to mmmnmumm tives are political resolve Navi Mumbal
ired by France and India in - establish rules of the game  Mr n revealed that  and intellectual talent. The
Paris on February 1011,  and try to prevent the the French private sector  Indian top leadership's VluT's FAULT
Dolng the honours were  United States from run-  was investing o whopping  Interest and intent on
Prime Minister Navendra  ning away with all the  $113 billion in Al whereas loping Al can only be  THE MEDIA is guilty of glving wide pub-
Modl and French Presi- Eluu. But this is going to  Indla has so far committed  good for ¢ try bn licity o the [T baba seen at the Kumbh,
dent Emmanuel Macron, resisted. A modest $1.2 billlon. Indla  long run. I m(hln' olse, 8 that Indsa would kse
THE ASIAN AGE The alm of this gathering  Vico-prosident JD. will have to cough up strong dose of Al could ly . Now that e has been
s — was to find out ¥ it was Vance made it amply clear  much more money i1t lsto  belp reform the country’s  found making the wrong prediction, his
sible to pool together  that he would not tolerate  remain & serious pl.n.zvr‘ clephantine government-  curwer as o is over. | think he
Koainaiin Mivi K S diverse national resources  any attempt to regulate the  But even then, It can't be  bureaucratic machinery  may be in blaming Virst Kobli

e PN o tostay intho Al game, This ~ development of Al in a  expected to compete with  and propel the country lnmhnmh thelr carvers. But what if
o A A slfien b borntad ot comes from the recogni-  manner that would con-  either China, which has towards a new era he was right in his predictions? By now
Now Dol fusmdutal Nehre Nadbansl Yingfh Corman, 219 Dven Dapal Uipafhyey Marg, New Dnibi 11002 Faane thon, stated In the Al  strain its vise in the United in unknown bil-  innovation. e would have been on primatime TV,

W 2 Action Summit declara-  States: “At this moment, lons into Al or with the There will be many more such
e i Ml Vi i s S Vil i tion, that the 'mld dovel-  we face the extraordin United States, which has The writer fs an babas across the natlon. 1t i thme to
Db 110 W12 o A1 Db L24, €4 Soni 11, Nkl 201 0 i opment of Al technologles  prospect of a new - recently 500 them out!

B Loowaber unbmar .44, Wh Faws, boch 2 Fkasbe Hou, 70 Vieh funet Lovsbon, SH1 7N0) represents a major para- Al revalution.. But it will - billion to the cause. to on political An Henriques
NI Magiienton sasler SPHVM digm shift, impacting our  never come to pass ifover-  While India may lack and security issues Mumbat
‘s oddest  titles of Its throe leaders, Gyalo Thondup, Tsl wits also known as Vikas or ", 1971 operations for Bangladesh's liberation. Rathuk
9, Shakabpa and Khenjung Gyentsen Iﬁ mwmum@mmmr m“xm-mmmnu
Waest  ally, jen (older brother), khen ( or fourth  Secret War fn Tibet, recounted one day an emissary  Kao the SFF and advised its leadees to
fark  rank official), i (tsiptin or finance secretary), and mmmmwmum mnmmwmhmmm
Times the ‘m(mbwﬁ “to fetch the Dalal Lama’s brother, nmdmmwmﬂmsw
reater influential I a mooth after dresdful floods years of attempting to court Uban, the SF¥ commander, the details of
lonly Iy his brother,  which never
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How Gyalo Thondup,
Dalai Lama’s brother,
fought for Tibet from
his Kalimpong home
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EDITORIAL
Making the

Terrible Tariffonomics?

Trump’s tariffs reflect his belief that trade deficits weaken the US economy, but his approach may trigger eco-
nomic retaliation and inflation, which could potentially isolate America and vet fail to address structural issues

spectre s haunting

ernment efficiency and reduce

1 3 tre “‘T;"I'I‘l“‘l‘h;‘l‘w‘ What's really going on in
Right Choices it et Donsh Tl Bondt s b

is no myystery that Indis’s oil trade has under-
gone & major shift since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, Once heavily reliant on the

PARANTAP BASU

15" and 18" centuries, Europe
followed a doctrine of mercan-
tilism which posited that main-
taining a trade surplus was
essential for the economic pros-

mgl y & mey nlac

sively pushing his economic
agenda, or s there a seated
strategy behind this “Tariffo-
nomics™ In an intriguing arti-

Middle East for crude oil, India turned to Russia perity of a country. Countries cle published in UnHerd, Yanis
as a key supplier after Moscow began offering steep with trade surpluses received Varoufakis suggests that Trump
discounts, In just a short span, Russian oil went from gold coins from their trading is frustrated with Americals sta-
ma:‘:m; up less than 1 per cent of Indias imports to artners with trade deficits. tus a3 a perpetual debtor nation,
around 40 per cent, helping the country save billions loday, international trade is no by an overvalued dol-

in energy costs. However, in the wake of the fresh
sanctions imposed by the United States targeting Rus-
sids oil trade a month ago, the situation may again be
on a changing course.

Western sanctions on Russia were meant to cut

longer conducted using gold as
a n'E:hnm of udm\'ens "
free trade economics argues that
If citizens prefer forelgn goods,
they should be free to purchase
them. Countries naturally spe-

lar that enriches foreign cen-
tral banks. Daollar should come
down 10 a level which will make
US export industries more
competitive with restraint an
Imports, Tariff is an instrument

its energy revenues .l"‘: Timit its nk::uy o Luml the clmc I; m\xhlﬂ goods in mufhuw this M&‘ﬂbﬂ i
war in . But the sanctions also res| wi they a comparative rump views tr

e i 200 ok 5 etos ooy e o Rother thon o b Love lmport it s & srangh
India, which imports over 85 per cent of its crude oil addressing the free trade. surplus remaining after govern-  steep punitive import tariff on  per cent of American exports  weapon to force trading partners
needs, this was a deal too good to pass up. Even as the fundamental So why is President Don-  ment expenditures are deducted  countries that did not comply — and 28 per cent of imports in 1o come to the table for a seri-
West shunned Russian ofl, India continued to pur- ald Trump so fixated about the  from tax revenues. Asof Decem-  with his trade demands, particu- 2024, In contrast, trade with  ous talk. However, his approach
chase large quantities, refining it into fuels like petrol issue of low US trade deficit, to the extent  ber 2024, statistics from the  larly targeting Canada, Mexico,  China was lower, with imports  could have far-reaching geo-
and diesel, some of which ironically ended up being national of disrupting the global trad-  Bureau of Economic Analysis  and China. On the fiscal front,  at 13 per cent and exports at  political consequences. China
exported back to European markets, However, the ing system? A businessman at  (BEA) indicate that the personal  Trump seeks to offset the bud- 7 per cent. The US has long-  might strengthen its trade rela-
discounts on Russian crude have gradually shrunk. WVIW’I T"J'“P heart, Trump may have per-  savings rate of American citi-  get deficit by increasing import  standing concerns over Chinal  tions with other Asian coun-
While Indian refiners once secured Russian oll at is attempting to ceived the trade deficitasa direct  zens stood at just 3.8 per centofl  tariffs instead of rassing income  unfalr trade practices and intel-  tries, while the European Union
prices USD 18-20 lower per barrel than other sources, ackl ultipl financial loss for the country.  disposable income, marking a  taxes, He believes that imposing  lectual property theft, justifying  could distance itsedf from the
the gap has narrowed to less than USD 3, Meanwhile, tackle multiple A simple back-of-the-envelope  decline since 2015, Meanwhile, tariffs would strengthen domes-  some tariffs, However, since US  US, particularly given Trump}
the United States introduced fresh sanctions on 183 economic calculation of national income  the Congressional Budget Office  tic industries, He also proposed  exports to China support many  stance on environmental poli-
tankers last month, which make up Russial so-called blems usi accounting Identity reveals that  reported that the federal budget  that foreign companies estab-  American jobs, a tariff war with  cles and his withdrawal from
“shadow fleet” These aging vessels have played a cru- problems using @ 4 e o current account defi-  deficit had Apercentof  lish prod facilities in the  these sations could pose signifi-  the Workd Health Organisation
clal role in moving Russian ol to buyers like India and gngle pol]cy tool cit reflects a country spending  national income—nearly double  US to receive tariff exemptions  cant economic risks, and NATO. Although Trump
China, bypassing Western restrictions. With many of i tariff more than its national income.  the 50-year historical average.  and tax breaks, alming to spur As for the budget deficit,  has not yet imposed special tar-
these ships now blacklisted, transporting Russian oil -8, tal In other words,  trade deficit At the same time, GDP growth  economic growth, there are two primary ways of  iffs on India, he has threatened

will become more expensive. This could consides

indicates that national savings

remained sluggish, with the

But will Trump's “Tariffo-

reducing it: raising taxes or cut-

1o do so. If enacted, India will

raise the costs for buyers and potentially make West are lower than national invest-  economy expanding at a mod-  nomics™ succeed? Higher tar-  ting ent spending, Since  also retaliate and deepen its ties
Aslan crude & more attractive option. ment. When a country runs & est quarterly rate of 2.8 per cent,  iffs would increase the cost of  Trump has promised tax cuts  with China and Russia, further
trade deficit, it must borrow  according t BEA data. In con- to voters, it is unlikely that he  isolating the US.

India has so far managed to avoid direct involve-
ment in the price cap imposed by the G7 and Euro-
pean Union, which restricts the use of Western
Insurance and shipping services for Russian oil sold

from foreign sources to cover
this shortfall, This results in &
net capital inflow. In account-
ing terms, if a country'’s current

trast, China’s economy exhib-
ited rformance, with
a Gl?;w rate of 5 per cent
and a significantly w: per-

imported goods, If consumers
mﬂ.a thelr purchases of for-
:?n products significantly, tar-

revenue might even decrease,
defeating the intended goal.

will opt for tax increases, This
leaves spending cuts as the only
viable n,(m. reducing the
deficit, He is aggressively pur-

Domestically, Trump faces
risks as well. If the trade defi-
clt shrinks, foreign money will
cease to come to Wall Street,

above USD 60 per barred, Indian refiners buy Rus- account is in deficit, its capi-  sonal savings rate of 44.3 per  Additionally, countries facing  suing reductions in government  upsetting his favoured investors,
sian crude on a ‘delivered basis, meaning suppliers tal account must be in surplus.  cent of GDP in 2023, based on  US tariffs would likely retaliate,  spending, shutting down several  Additionally, growing economic
are responsible for transportation. But with fewer Thus, the trade deficit s symp-  data from Statista. However,  imposing tariffs on American  government agencies and laying  inequality exacerbated by tax
tankers available, freight costs are bound to rise, eat- tomatic of a deeper lssue: insufl-  Chinas fiscal deficit remains  exports— something Canada,  off employees. cuts for large corporations and
ing into whatever discounts Russia can offer, This fictent national savings. comparable to that of the United  Mexico, and China were already Regarding economic growth,  Elon Musk’s rapid

is already pushing Indian refiners to reconsider Natlonal savings consist of  States. considering. Such measures  Trump envisages a fast-growing  in Al risking displacement of
their options, In recent months, India has increased personal savings and govern- Rather  than  address-  could hurt US exporters, US economy driven by corpo-  Jobs could further fuel public
imports from Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, tra- ment savings, Personal savings  ing this fundamental issue of Predicting the outcome of  rate tax cuts, deregulation and  discontent.

ditional suppliers that had taken a backseat after refer to the portion of dispos-  Jow national savings, Trump  this trade war is challenging.  privatisation. Under Elon Musk's The writer is Professor of
Russia’s emergence as the dominant seller, With the able income (after taxes) that  attempts to tackle multiple eco-  According to BEA data, Canada  leadesship, DOGE has initiated Macroecomamics, Dirfam
cost advantage of Russian ol shrinking, this trend is individuals set aside, while gov-  nomic problems using a single  and Mexico had strong tradeties  the closure of multiple agen-  University Business School, UK.
expected to continue, There's also a possibility that ernment savings represent the  policy took tarkfl. He imposed  with the US, accounting for 33 cles with a view 1o increase gov- Views expressed are personal

Russia may be forced to offer deeper discounts to
retain its market share, but how much it can afford
to do so remains uncertain!

Evidently, India's energy strategy remains -
miatic. The country has consistently defended its
decision to buy Russian oll, arguing that as a devel-
oping economy, it must prioritise affordability and
energy security over geopolitics. Although West-
ern nations have criticised India for continuing to
trade with Russia, they have also indirectly benefited
from it—refined fuel made from Russian crude has
been exported to Europe and other G7 nations. As
new sanctions take effect in March, India will have

Manipur Musings

What folloes is a nostalgic recollection of the writer's connection with Manipur, particularly Tripura House,
that was replete with rovalty, familial bonds, and love despite bittersweet changes ushered in by time

1o navigate a changing oll landscape. While Rus- y first glimpse of that to do with my fare?” But he
sian ol will still be available, its cost-effectiveness is Manipur more was a real king who just smiled
no longer guaranteed. If freight rates rise sharply and decades and carried whatever regret

y chains become mare complicated, India may ago did not instill or pain he might have had 10
pivot further back to West Astan suppliers. At the much confidence. As the short his last resting place when he

same time, the situation remains fluld—If Russia finds
ways 1o bypass the latest restrictions, discounts could
return, keeping it in the game,

India’s ability to :uhsl will determine how well it
manages the anticipated changes. For now, its energy

flight from Calcutta taxied to a
stop, all that 1 could see from the
plane window were armed sol-
diers and barbed wire around
the perimeter of the small alr-
port. So much for the land of

away al a very young age
T
A few months before | left
Manipur for my final deputa-
tion to the Government of India
in 2016, Bhayj called me and

policy remains driven by economics rather than the graceful Manipuri dance, | sted a meeting with the
political pressure. muttered under my breath! Chief Minister. There had been
Lagt month [ once again rumours of a government take-

took a Might, this time to leave
Imphal perhaps for the final

over of the Palace ¢ nd
which included perhaps the Tri-

time after completing a post- pura House. The plan was to
- retirement assignment. The renovate the dilapidated main
d flight offered me a alace and beautify its sur-
Dea[Edltﬂr — somewhat similar sene fro [ Foundings and restore them 10
S, ittt bt il d pura Fouse my window seat—high brick g i ihalionges and s bt o Seadinian ot Al their old glory. My sister-in-taw
still stands, albeit  walls had replaced the barbed _— o was not enamored by this proj-
wire but the soldiers were now  food made by the old famil her room which had a bed  Thekingdom and the perks that  ect as it ared to encroach
A DISTURBING REALITY old, weary and present in greater numbers. retainer was ‘:;ym incentive. \hlz in the middle with an ‘:nx:mr came wln’h s theome woee ol upon the house bullt by her
The incident at Odisha's KIIT, where a Nepali gir died by locked up, a MI: '::; nu:':\:mng ym;‘; r.mnl a lnan:kw:(;;repann some  and osay um nn;xq:lnllw net I&; gone w: utnniw o husband. IL hl:lﬁd too many
suicide to escape mental harassment, has once reopened in ipur, marri recipes which reminded me  over it and walls were any gr againgt democ-  memories 1o o the mercy
o wwnmmmx Todax reminder that there and witnessed the birth  of the dishes my mother used  adorned with black and white  racy or harbour a feelingofloss.  of a government make over,
higher ecucation has bevome a necessity for securing good job sometimes we of our children in Imphal. Thad 1o cook for my father—thin  sepia photos of and with rel-  [more often than not found him  The meeting was arranged and
ppurtunities. Colleges serve as the secondd stage of learring become so also dug out roots of my past m:uo fries called bhaja, dry  atives from Cooch Behar, Jai-  in a cheerful mood much like  she arrived at the CM’s office
from an ke ive, entering and discovered relatives and snacks like gudok and shi-  pur and other such royalties,  a Wodehouse character enter-  In her quiet, regal but simple
s m““"“M"' oy .mnvl “”“W“'“:‘““"‘mm attached to traced some of the steps my dol und mostangs (boled pock  ennders of happler tmes In  lngs toom with s heary “what  manner. As she was ushered
the mantal ok aktary " places that have e father ook thereasayoung  chopped into tiny pieces and  the midst of all this, Tampha-  ho! what Ho!™ He spoke perfect  in, the CM got up from his seat
s A St 1) P CO S army oficer, tossed up with oil, onons, veg  sana would sit oo the floor with  English and would often drop  and respectfully welcomed and
infortunately, nagging s a prohubited practice in been witness to My nephew Vijay came 1o etables and chilly), And m acouple of large pillows for sup- i 1o meet his sister. He would  addressed her. She explained
and considered a criminal offense wnder UGC so much pain see me in the guest house after  were always served in huge tha-  port and slowly chew on pan  saunter in with a big smile and  her anguish at the Govt plan
as wel as the Profibition of Ragging Act, 2011, remains @ learning about myarrival Thad  lis surrounded by an array of  and betel nut. 1 called her Bhau  after exchanging pleasantries  and made an appeal to rrtp
stlnt tragedy in Inctian calloges. The miscreant students lake and happiness pevermethimbefore butknew  bowls, justas in theold days.  and she treated me more like a  with Bhau), call for Vijay and  Tripura House out ofits ambit,
ragging suspensions lightly and casaaly. The irony is that many in our lives his father, my cousin Sashad- My sister-in-law was a regal  son then the Bhai she addressed  me and update us on his latest  She spoke slowly and quietly
teachers, toa, indirectly support these nagging prictices, as seen har—a b man whose  but demure lady befitting her  me as. Once 1 had driven my uisitions or adventures. Bt without any visible strain or
i the video from KIIT, which defiats the very purpase of the laugh was as loud as his heart  pedigree. Life had not been a  official jeep accidently into a behind the cheery and sunny  trauma in her demeanor. He
teacher-student relationship. Education stakeholders must was big. He had awaya  bedofroses forheras itsoofien  pond just outside the house and  extertor, like his sister, he too  assured that her wishes would

Lake responcibility o preventing ragging. From principals to few years back while serving in  happens behind the high walls  the next marning it had to be  perhaps nursed hidden pains  be considered.
directars, teachers to codlege staff, everyone must first educate Manipur and now his zdow dpnlac: Tl:w uick and im:.i towed wlb:iucnnn Shegently  because often he would act in ’lﬂ:d renovation plan was
themselves on ragging preventian so that no student’s MK Tamphasana Devi, dsugh-  cessive deaths of her husband  admonished me—"Bhai, what & surreptitious manner as ifhe  shelved but Vijay moved to
ends in such a tragic manver. India needs to take nnrlfq ter of Maharaja Boddhachan-  and two yo sons had intro-  will people think if they come  was nun;hlm{cn somethingor  Shillong with his family and
d aguinst this silent menace t  future for its dra, the last ruler of Manipur,  verted her and she spent most 10 know your official status leave  trying to hide from someone.  my sister-in-law soon after. Tri-
students. Let us pave the way for a determined fight against lived in a big cottage named  of the day inside, seldom ven-  alone your connections with the  We once visited the hostel of  pura House still stands, albeit
ragging in Inudu, Tripura House in the palace  turing out except for unavoid-  Palace?” the Regional Medical College  old, weary and locked up, a bit-
4 ’ compound campus of the Mani-  able family functions. Within Maharaja Okenderjit was a 1o meet some students from Tel-  ter sweet reminder that some-
— KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR via email puri royal family. Her brother  the house, her loyal masd served  pleasant man with a look of 8 pura. Since my jeep was out of  times we become so attached to
Okenderjit was the reigning tit-  her well doing all chores while  person who could inamoments  action we engagedan autorick-  places that have been witness to
ja. she spent time resting, prepar-  notice doa asolar topland jump  shaw. He got into an argument 50 much pain and happiness in
Vijay being roughly of my l.nﬁlmd chewing pan, meeting 00 10 @ hoese. He was an alum-  with the driver on the matter of  our lives in «rn! measure, that
Lig e 1n e etiers o the odior a1 sand fhem lo age, we became good friends  relatives who came to meet ber  nus of Mayo, Ajmer but like  the fare. One of the students told — after a polnt letting go may be
T ——— T and | started spending most of  and planning small changes  many others of his ik across the  the driver “Don't you know he  hard but living there Is equally

Aewion Post, Praap Shawsn, § Sabodur Sheh Zater Marg, New Delhi 110802 my free time in Tripura House.  in the with her son and  country, he had not been spared s your king?”™ He replied 'Ok painful.

“The lure of authentic homemade  daughter. | would often go 1o the vagaries of changing times.  maybe he Is and but what has Views expressed are personal
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ER WITH PASSION

Liberty is sacrosanct

The Supreme Court's dircctive affirming bail as the
norm and emphasising liberey is a welcome step

l racy. The Supreme Court In the case of Kalash Kumar vs State of Himachal
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NSHAKANT OJMA

The rise of extremist ideologies among Central Asian youth has become a critical
exacerbated by economic hardship and geopolitical conflicts
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SHIVARATRI: THE NIGHT
OF SHIVA AND SHAKTI

On this sacred night, one can ignite
the power of Shiv and Shakti within

2

ASHWAN] GURUIY

Women pioneering change
in Indian higher education -t

Women academic leaders and entrepreneurs are not only shaping institutions
but also fueling India’s socio-economic growth with their grit and determination
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Maha Kumbh 2025: A grand confluence of tradition, technology and transformation
IIT Kanpur research highlights how government initiatives are shaping the Mela—blending ancient traditions with modern infrastructure to enhance accessibility and efficiency
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Unprecedented visit

Whole-of-government appmach to India-EU relations needed

he i of the ission, Ursula von der Leyen,
alongside the entire European Uniun College of Commissioners, will
visit India this week. This is a highly unusual event, and one of the
first such meetings after the new C ion took office in Dy
last year, It is being seen, both in Brussels and New Delhi, as an indication of the
importance that the Commission, which will have a mandate for five years, gives
to the Indi Union Much will focus
on whether this will be able to push forward ncgpdaﬂomon a free-trade agree-
ment between India and the Union. These were revived
a few years ago but have not made substantial progress. This would indeed be a
desirable outcome. At a time when growth in domestic demand is slowing and
some large likethe( toerect
tariff walls, the EU’s vast internal market takes on even greater importance. The
EU is also vitally important as a source of capital and technology for domestic
business, and dismantling barriers between the two economies will allow for
increased growth in both.

OPINION 9

More bang for your buck

The Union government's civilian staff is on the rise, but the
crucial question is whetherit is leading to efficiency gains

§
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umetimeanunemmeNnxeMmMndlgw
emment on jobcre-
mnnuuhlednphnlorecnmonenumm
ol diff of

NON-DEFENCE FORCES STAFF
STRENGTH IN MODI GOVEIIIMEHT
- Raitways < Post
133 == Police == Tax dept (mn) 1 u

2013-14
Sousca: nian B

Indian Railways) and ministries of the Union govern-
ment. But this increase Is not as big as was promised

inJune 2022,
The Union government’s total staff strength
317 mil-

lion at the end of March 2022. Two years later, at the
endulhhrd’:zouﬂmmunhermwumlmma

two large, and hnvily
be read froma the Uni averthe 18 months.
Indiaand the EU need a whole-of-go rather tothe prasty
to the f a few mini and After all, trade in the 21st were to be undertaken on a “mission mode.”
century is much more about or i On the of that polit

commissioners’ agenda for this visit are ministerial-level meetings with their
counterparts in India. Many of the issues that hold up economic integration
between India and the EU are not related to tariffs, but are the domain of other

ical and economic. Political because the announce-
ment was made a little less than two years before gen-
eral elections were due to be held in 2024, and jobs

-ge I within the C or inthe G of E o
India. For example, cnhnmingu‘ade in digital services would require Indian ;“u‘: the l::ﬂm economy w.z ’
privacy law and to be more closely aligned. wrestling with the challenges of

between those

for such issues in both jurisdictions are thus

to be welcomed, Hopefully, they will also lead to a better understanding, in both Icism would be that agalnst a promise
Brussels and New Delhi, about each other's capabilities and limitations. The nwmmmlongwunmuum of one million more government jobs,
Commission is subject to the European Parliament and member states remain of the large employers, wanted to do the achlevement after three years is
sovereign, Meanwhile, the silos within which Indian ministries operate and the “N‘Wn:if?““ﬂll’dmml"dm 8 fof that goal. Th postal
power of state go are not always full in Europe. nomic ment riormance
Most importantly, such visits should llkva buresucrats on both sides to What gave impetus to fulfilling this ” oy

understandthe degre of importance thathe poliical eadersi gve o decp Peoeuias wece the Rmibes on WcaE:- D TOMEEILARN Jom oo ack uen
ening the With political pri- iy = RAISINA HILL Without going I the merkts or
oritisation comes the Wﬂllw lnpux more on the table during negotiations. ister of personnel, Jitendra Singh. in 5 x BHATTACHARYA demerits of creating more jobs in the
Thus, arenewed political will Tevive aspects Parliament, a few weeks earlier in govemnment, it is impartant to note
of discussion — buthuadeandmoumdomﬂm umh.lvemllzd.’l'hz mxmywmn{mnmmmmumdnm that all from 1991 t0 2022

and .mmunkuuu-hn Europe asof in clvili

lngnmlalulsibhﬁfulrapﬁd}yﬂs-

mlmmnbymeendol)«hmhmzs.ummbex
should go up to 366 million. Mind you, the number
for March 2025 does not Indicate the actual staff
strength. But even if you consider this
revised estimate, subject of course to
further revision, the increase in staff
strength since April 2022 would be
about 489,000 or 15 per cent. The crit-

demdnhndm@mnseelmmhmbeenhrm@ht
about without that nobody

strength of civilian staff, which continued to be 4 mil-
lion, The fact also Is that even after the Modi govern-
ment has ralsed the civilian staff strength by 1S per
cent inthe last three years, the revised number of 365
million remains well below the sanctioned strength
of 4 million.
Butwhat i o o
mnghlmhelmdueeyens'mmemavermper
of the total civilian staff Is accounted for by just
[oul hadx —lndhn Rallways, pons.mnlpnﬂae
ven years of
lhe Modi government, the Indian Rallways saw a
steady decline in its staff strength, from 1.32 million
in March 2015 to 1.21 million in March 2022, And even
as the overall civilian staff strength has risen by over
489000 in the last three years, the Indian Rallways
has seen a small increase during the same periods—

about 3000 em|
postal department and the

Of the four heads, the
police saw the largest increase by over 179,000 and
Mwmﬂwly,hthel‘ud\myumﬂ\em

have seen an Increase in thelr staff strength by over
71000, bringing thelr total strength to over 172.000.
Many questions arise from the pattern of manpower

hiring by the Union
‘The sharp rise in central police forces shows an
ofthe Union inmat-

ters of law enforcement, an area where states need
1o hire even more and improve the police-to-popu-
lation ratio. The increasing headcount for postal
employees raises the question of whether the depart-
ment of post needs to focus on other kinds of opera-
tion in an era where people are moving away from

and adopting digital tools,
You may nlso wonder why the tax departments

increase in their when
digital filing of tax returns and online scrutiny and
norm. Th I

the tax departments’ manpower strength s quite
staggering. Taken together, these four heads (Indian
Rallways, police, posts and tax departments) have

for over BO per cent of the total Increase

stresses
that US President Donald Trump has put on the Atlantic alliance. Both in terms
of security and trade, the US has signalled it will not be a reliable partner to
Europe. These concerns, if to a lesser degree, will also be felt in India. It is sensible
for both India and Europe to thus find ways to increase mutual support as well as
their shared advocacy of a rules-based order globally.

Road to decentralisation

Rural local bodies need to be strengthened

rccmlmponrelensxlbylheMlnmryomechlyad Rxlandlhclndian

Institute of Public A offers a analysis of

India’s decentralisation efforts by creating a state-level devolution

index (DI). Thl: indnx assesses key as)em such as the lnsdmdnml
i j PRIs), th

chayats (GPs), their finances, local npadly building, and nmounubllny The
report does well to present of states,

and areas that need further Overall, mmnu
local bodies increased from 399 per cent in 201314 to 439 per cent in 2021-22.
Across all i the states — K ka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu

—in th states. K Leadia th

with a DI value of 72.23. Other good perf include Uttar
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar recorded the
blggunmmmvmnnmmﬂu:pmdzudz.Alﬂmslmeume there are glaring

Mmh 2020 were emmamd at 870,000, with the
Indian
Rallways (mmm. hnrne ministry (128000, mostly
in central police forces), the department of posts
(90,000) and the audits division (28,000) accounting
for as much as 84 per cent of the total vacancies, Note
that the total sanctioned staff strength in the Union
government then was set at 4 million.
‘The Union Budget for 2025-26, presented earlier
th pmvtdn an kdea of how the Centre has
fFin all its and
mmmles. other than those in the armed forces. The
reality Is that this data does show an increase in the
staff strength in different departments (including

terms in
office. The total civillan staff strength of the Union
government at the end of March 1991 was about 4 mil-
lion. This came down to 3.32 million by the end of
March 2014. The Modi government too reduced this
number to 317 million by the end of March 2022 What
is often ignored in most public policy debates is that

fT in the last three years,

‘The pertinent question here Is not whether the
government should be hiring more staff. Indeed, the
size of the Union government’s civilian staff — whose
cost at only about 1 per cent of gross domestic product
Isq\nremndmemp-edmmuulnmny&vﬂ-

cost for the Centre

&—ﬁ{rdvtﬂmnﬂmﬂhvﬂxw:ﬂuﬂlxﬂmmly

vdllheevenlowullwumludelhelxdanhﬂm
ﬁunlnm!fmmh.ﬂemmmlsmtq\mh

or agitation.
Thi delib
ately not filled ff the staff

rolls but were brought back through contractors on

whether the is being planned
in a manner that ensures productivity and efficiency
gains on the one hand and minimises government
the other, More staff should not mean

NpOLary But
civilian staff strength by 21 per cent in about three

Makingevery Budget rupee count for cities

sthedust settles on this year's Budges allocation
discussions, let’s look at a few measures that
mdmmlmﬁunumdueenenurmm-
ment and other the most bang

PMAY-U Phase 1 has flagged the lack of access to
such loans as a critical challenge for EWS house-
holds. It Is, therefore, esenxld m ensure that PMAY
UPhasel

for the buck from allocations meant for India's citles.

Allocation for the urban affairs ministry has
remained around 2 per cent of the Budget outlay, as
It has been over the past few years, But its distribution

able home loans than they did previously.
Allocations for PMAY-U Phase 2 are solely for the
home loan Interest subsidy scheme (ISS), which

over time. Life and livelihcods for most residents in
big citles like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru is

present. What needs

priority now Is well-planned, denser development
;jiong meno llna lnmaxlves like the Delhl Mnsw
an 2041,
mmmxlnmumzhemnx@.munbe

reduces the EMI payable by Seventy per
centaftheall L

wlmoul further delay. Only lhm will
also

remains far from
in states like Manipur, Amn.uhnl Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Punjab.
The report finances, own revenue, and
and remain major bel'nn.' GPs. The
share of GPs’own

alncko“lnandnlnuzmmxy Amungnulhems.cvsml(cmlahad!hemym
share in a state's own revenue in 2021-22, but that too was a meagre 2.84 per cent.
In fact, PRIs from realising their potential
bzaus:!heymmnln!unvﬂydepmdmumltzuppumormmmumﬁsml
support. The irregular constitution of state finance commissions (SFCs) in many
states has worsened the situation. So far, only 10 states have constituted their sixth
SFC. A study released by the Reserve Bank of India last year on PRI finances also

hanged.
‘The share for urban housing has declined, with new
schenmbdm;blowtoukenﬂ-ndthefnanrenmn-
earlier ‘The
share of transport, notably Metro rall, and basic ser-
vices sectors has Increased, as these
schemes continue at a steady pace.
The Smart Citles mission has been
discontinued, while the Urban
Challenge Fund, which also aims to
re-vitalise cities, ks an addition. B
Starting with urban housing. allo- -
cations have been made for subsidies

the ion of fiscal power in India, including by state under three schemes — PMAY-U
g:vcmmans It showed the revenue expenditure of PRIs was less than 0.6 per Phase 1, which has been ongoing
for all states. Other! financial since 2015, PMAY-U Phase 2, and

lhc report rightly emphasises the severe lack of support staff in GPs. Some of the industrial  housing  schemes DEBARPITA ROY
and hilly facing i physical and digital last year. More than

ture. In terms of representation of women, some states and Union Territories like
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Kamataka, and Jammu & Kashmir still fail to meet the
stipulated threshold. In contrast, seats reserved for women far exceed the mandated
qmtatnstausuktlhukmmi.TmﬁlNamLIndChhalﬂsg\m

Switzerland and some of the of how
decentralisation of governance and public finance yields bcuer developmental
outcomes. While the condition of PRIs has improved over the years, they need to
dob intermsof ive capacity.
In this context, the makes that should enrich the policy debate.
‘These include the need to rethink the rotation terms of reservations from every
elmnonmundmonmlntwolhmekznmes h:\'lng!hcsmekcmnlmllbr

group (annual income between &3 lakh and 6 lakh)
households, and the remaining for middle-income
group (annual income between 26 lakh and 9 tlakh)

Research at CSEP Ind: that under a

Imnvelheaveml quxlltydllfe for city dwellers,
Capital Investments for the provision of basic

urban services like water, sanitation, and solid waste

are covered under the AMRUT and

similar home Joan subsidy scheme in
PMAY-U Phase 1, only 21 per cent of
the beneficiaries were EWS house-
holds. Greater attention is needed to
ensure a higher proportion of EWS

vered PMAY-

Swachh Bharat Mission schemes. In addition, the
newly launched Urban Challenge Fund also has pro-

‘To make the most of the government allocations,
urban local bodles (ULBs) should be able to supple-

U Phase 2 than in Phase 1. Enabling
easler access to home loans from
financial institutions for these house-
holds is key In Phase 2 as well.
Allocations for industrial hous-
ing are meam for whsldlslng the

ment private sector.
ULBs willbe lh|e !odn 50 ifthelr creditworthiness
P = Is that their

own revenues—from tax and non-tax lnuxces—cuv

er their day-to-day

salarles, pensions, and the operation and mllnle

nance of physical water

with

three-fourths of the urban housing Is ear-
marked for subddle! to complete houses under
PMAY-U Phase 1. Witl

frental housing for workers.
‘While this will give & boost to Industrial growth and

It Is pragmatic to pﬂondse their completion before
launching major new housin;

an also go one step further and

and sewage plants. These expenses fall
under “revenue expenditure”.

According to an ICRIER report, In 2017-18, the
total revenue expenditure across Indla’s more than

1 shlic al

boost the ovenll rental housing
s for th 1

This Is exactly what this Budget has done.
However, these to-be-completed houses, primarily
catering to economically weaker section (EWS)
households (1.e. those with an annual income of €3
lakh or lessl. involve a subsidy that

side those for industrial workers within the same
project could provide housing for workers in the
supporting service enterprises that emerge around
factories. This approach would help curb the growth
of and

reduces borne by

This subsidy has remained unchmged since 2015,

housing as indus-
trial hubs evolve Into citles.
Metro rail is the lifeline for many city residents

4,000 ULBs thelr total own revenues
25,000 crore. But bridging this gap is not entirely
up to the ULBs. For instance, more than three
the 74th yet
any revision in the ULBs primary source of own rev-
enue — Le. property tax — still needs the state gov-
ernment nod, in most states. So, the political and
administrative goals of the state government have
to align with that of the ULBs. Such alignment across

ections A bl bodies, but with rising construction costs, the benefici and has seen a steady rise in budgetary allocations  domains is required not for making the most
:llmcly mlnkSlb}:;;& GPsmlcvy ptq:enymxmall.tl;l‘:i?f lhamhaslm?egued oy over the years. Whil, . o!thhyau‘! Unkm Bu@lw“:l’locmmt but also for
and other and training the support So, households now need access to more funds  effectiveness compared to buses for smaller metro its cities,
b nunbe(ue.mmymaddmlhlslshyenMncmg clties, Ilhunderlnblelhn metro lines will become
staff. and a local g fo ensure thelr access to home loans. and larger CSER.
T ) : 'I s in would atthe | and and hide in
e emgm a China. Forinstance, Discussing MrXi's money. !nany NorthKorea." First, this statement
second marriage to Peng Liyuan, a major be{ngmembelso(an enhled.elhe polltlulsyslem Li fact that China h fthy
general lnmeculmmlblv\dnnofme Ieversorpowet gnln certain
Mplesubeuuon A h-ﬂwmes. y unfalr inplace, physical aswell uvinun]
igmaof for-life. Given bk h CcPC wereno Second, It
afli that, “It may I it “princell Toargue thatthe gainsinMr | zero-Covid polkyendednsnruuho(
thy Xi lso ki hus, Xi's f' CCPleaders, doesn 't | Xl'sfamily wealth people’ and thatthe pany
analyst Mr second wife was an asset, notarisk.” guarantee theassumptionofthe top and highlight a lust for power and may not be abl
herida He describes M InChina. But the y ybiased. anger and resentment.
BOOK REVIEW Mr. than I “populist authorascribesto Inaddition, Mr T
Just his reign. that. kfor X1 Jinping’s MrXiasinister THERED EMPEROR: )i Sheridanh that
GUNJAN SINGH Evenso, it haki hisfoes" What hidden ambition. As mlnd His New offeredsensational | notlons about XiJinping. Asall
that the book fails at multiple levels, a he na chas lllicit in
versince X1.Jinpl fthe author's writes, MrXi Author: ffairs and Soltls 0
F in2013, h biases. Tob laysouta f the Michael Sheridan what XiJinping is
1t proper d Chinese C Party (CPC)when mature politician he [ A Publisher: children. But the thinking and what the impact of past
him. Th layed clal role MrXibx Y. became, being NPEROR Hachette India lack of proper purges would have had on his young
Themani frhewarkd ey 1 rise of Mr X1 There lsa = | %8 mind. That said,
second-largest economy fth i of fhi used byeveryleaderinthis Leninistparty | pragmatic, a realist, Pages: y
largest Cultural up drivennotby Price: ¥999 fromtl v party h
h e NI his. age h ideologybutbya @ h hinitishsadar
Mr. hismove Mr MrXi of about = forlifeand d his
t hou, Zheflang All h that he would be it d self- ", mephutmwmmndeﬁnmhh lust for power and the future of the CPC.
surprising the world with his policies. a thisiswelld too. y."ManyseeinXi'slifea | Apparently, “from dayone, he never ZE10- But to say with finality that he Is the last
h: h Th quest for 1 am.hotugus."mmthnlogtalmd emperor seems far-fetched.
twogenerations of leaders, 1f- hand group hool and Th n wealth political gains for the regime were so
1 d y 1 ‘Theauthorsays, gmnm f Jindal Law
! f MrXiad d rule. They they "X1Jinping’s family Schoal, OP. Uni
oo oo a: 0 oo B J . ® a o0 o0
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Germany’s transition

Nes govt needs to deal with cnergy, tarif ssues

AJAY SRIVASTAVA
S Indin’s T secto, ke a sbourer
content with dalywages,
Ignoring the yold mine within
cesch
ITindustry rassformed
i’ global emage — fromaldof

Ax

‘white-collrjobs and generated $160
a0

i = === IndiasITsector:
i === Stuck in the service lane

resentment over Germany's economic

in 2023 and 2024), inflation, inadequate

TECH TIME. India’s IT industry looks content being the world's back office while the real
Temass tech giants chase the future through world-class software products and Al breakthroughs

castern Europe, West Asia and Africa

ity follows “body shoppieg” model
This has e tos lack of el

not have an easy task ahead. The world's

b i developed it own tech glants o
coenpete wth We
madela. o cxample, indian languages G

comt raher than by creaing new

o i ey

‘markes, Indiahas ot produced

‘e et i3 Fiebook md t
popelaion Thsgop

y [
arebeing transformed. Indeed, a cocktall of Google, Microwl,orOpenil Mor codtuln, " ouTub, . Tnnovution
tagnatlo tafory reinforcing
ys p Lo e 5 pricurement polkies, asding e
by nationalism, protectionism and —
wockweeks whie s ecomtem, genthe carly ccessof Nasacom ik becoming rchevant 0
e g L pets, T e Wi il Indi's techaclopes . Nasscom
Vote share to 20.8 per cent. ts politics s
resonates well with that of the Donald
sk, novation. facor by bishes
1p-Elon Musk duo, who ope b and TCS prioritise GCCaare regular businessesthat do competitors Asa result ncha remains m:‘..'f...{u.m,..m..'-‘.\‘?‘
e support for AD. Yet,the winning lobal i
CDP-CSU combi 5 v .
anti migrant, ~ b s b
Trump. At the ot owmGec b S ot 301 et oy
W s and crc y
o Whia Gt -
USand EL. e g
4 5 A Bl fu:bammvuu—qlw-. ‘Without adequate infrastructure, India
ﬂ . e bt bocpe e e beoud. Hghrelance K PATH PORWARD
J e dewcothe e e i
‘which along withCanada s 4 o spplicr e Opea] CHO Sk A Al atesrmieip dorbors data-driven v, {aovation,risk-taking, and on term
cars. Germany's trade surplus with the US, ol L1 et .
itw langest trade partner with Chinaa close n‘r Teatersagreed. Vet,  While GCCs hire Indian nd
cond : ool ey SR o il 4 cher d
trade of about $260 billion. Yet, for an v cun cost ander§ innovation, mﬂn e
y i Chia, where venture captal foewand
cent of its GDP, Germany cannot spend. Indin
enhance its vlnerabilities - which have e s vest amounts of e, snd " 5:‘;"‘;* keeping India "_"-ML

g n 2022 i Germany s mergy
costs and inflation, s Russian gas supplics

had tobe substituted by gas from the US and
ather sources. The new government has to
figure out how to fix the economy. This
includes relaxing the deficit brake’ that
constrains the government from offering
incentives toboost innovation.

Russia-Ukraine war: Endgame is nowhere in sight

Trump can't pull off a deal just with Putin. Zelenskyy must also understand that NATO membership is a non-starter

P s et i bt
: " e
couland nuciear energy inthe wake of the gas et eriierr Peikicaby thers e e ol
‘supply fiasco. This may lead to the mm-ﬂ-u—a 1" on February 24, 122 ‘well. Htwill be difficult for Trump to pull
‘world turning its back on climate targets. I Ukraine areon s for fiom and denaxification” offa deal cathe ‘:"MF‘W
Be that b4 _ et s Dntateyy i el
it now. Miffed onboth hwnn—n‘mnﬂmmmym
Ausof Ukraine's Ty s wash Wit Kytvor Busope. Bythe s
chum. o ¥ ‘token signing a minerals desl with Kyivis.
i o ey
billon surplus for Germany) and cumulative ...,.....“""“",;.'W"‘“‘“"“‘m..""_ —— mpertany sy et
investment to above $14 billion. ocesa mn ‘wnderstand that hus de  stance o
frors oo ol et i . e A
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Grassroot data warriors
National Sample Survey and its heroes
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Bilateral moment
in trade relations

India-UK free trade negotiations reopen in
new circumstances that favour bilateralism

he negotiations on the Indo-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) resumed this week, coming
shortly after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to the US, which, among other things, led
toa pledge to work on a bilateral trade treaty. There
have already been 14 rounds of dialogue on the Indo-
UK FTA. The long pause was perhaps more on
account of political instability in the Conservative
Party government in the UK which ceded power to
Labour last year than an inability to iron out
differencesin the deal whlch continue to exist, Still,
Itlslmpommm K thnt:.‘:“ logue is
dically different

The reelecxian of Donald Trump as US president
has resurrected US mercantilism and its utter
disregard for multilateral trade rules with even more
vigour than the first Trump administration. Given the
US's importance in the global economy, this is bound
to force countries to change their terms of trade with
the US. As countries turn bilateral in their trade
approach with the US, itis only natural to expect that
the multilateral system will continue to lose its
relevance for extra-US global trade. When seen from
that perspective the resumption of Indo-UK FTA talks
might very well be the first among the many that
could follow soon. These generalities aside, there is
some merit in India engaging with the UK and the
restof Europe in a serfous manner.

Atleast three points can be made here. One,
Europe, as we have known it. is going to change for
gootL It wlll be ﬁm‘rd to spend more on things such
as d always has backward
and l'omrd linkages between military and non-
military sectors. This could open up greater
possibilities than what exists today for both buying
and selling goods from India’s perspective. Two, the
Europeans, including the British, are increasingly
Mllinglodolnnlnmwﬁhuwcmmz to fund their

ey

and even seek ORY.
While lndh and China are not comparable
ad to not engage with

Europe at all and give China a free pass will not serve
our interests, Last but not least is the political climate
in Europe and the UK. It appears on the cusp of a
broad rightward shift. A strong economic
relationship, rather than a rhetorical commitment to
democratic and liberal values, is more likely to help
maintain ties and protect Indian interests when
politics shifts from the centre to the right.

US policy flips and
a new climate order

onald Trump's America s emerging as the

single biggest challenge to global climate

efforts, On Monday, the United States (US), the
largest historical emitter of greenhouse gases, was
absent at the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC)'s meeting in China and withdrew itself
from the review of current climate science, mitigation
efforts and the impact that is presently underway.
This follows the Trump administration pulling the
country out of the Paris Agreement, the hard-won
consensus on the pathway to keeping warming to
below 2°C from the pre-industrial global temperature.

Going ahead, the US could abandon the UN

Framework Convention on Climate Change
altogether, plunging the entire world into a deeper
crisis, Such an exit, if and when it happens, will
mean much more damage than just the US
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Al leadership is no longer
about who spends the
most, but about who
innovates smarter, scales
faster and democratises
the technology for all
citizens
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Far-right’s agenda gets
mainstreamed in Berlin

he results of the German elections

largely aligned with the opinion polls,

This election saw a voter tumout of

§3.5%. the highest since German
reunification in 1990, Such a turnout typl-
cally signals a vote against incumbency, and
this dection was no exception.

The centre-right Christian Democratic
Union (CDU), in coalition with the Christian
Social Union (CSU) of Bavaria, emerged as
the largest political force, -me 2. %ol
the vote. a 4% Increase since 2021 The big-
gest winner of this election has been the
npu -win, popnh rny Alternative for

secured 20.8% of the
froem the 10.4% in the
s makes the AfD the
second-largest party in the Bundestag, a
remarkable shift in Germany's
political lundscape.

The ruling Soclal Democratic

(SPD). of outgoing Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, garnered only 16.4% of
the vote, marking its worst per-
formance in a national election.
Compared to f1s 25.7% share In
2021, the party lost a nine-percent-
age-point share of the vote, reflect:
ing dissatisfaction with the ruling
coalition. The Greens managed to hold onto
116% of the vote, down from 14.7% in 2021 a
decline that may exclude them from particl-
pation in the next government.

The Free Democratic P:x (FDP). the
third member of the rul thon, saw an
even steeper decline. In 021, the FOP had
secured IL4% of the vote but has now plum-
meted to kl 4.3%. The plny h- failed w
meet the ux’“
tation in the Bundestag, Ml:mludln;
it from both government and parliament.
The FOP's exit was o key factor in the col+
lapse of the previous coall tion government.

A notable development was the perform-
ance of the Left Party. In 2021, the Left Party
secured 4.9% of the vote, barely making it
into the Bundestag. However, zm then. it
has suffered lnlemll divisions, Mlh the

on its climate action promises. It could jeopardise
the framework itself: Offsetting the increased burden
from US emissions will be daunting and without the
chief funder of climate action, many might simply
find it difficult to finance their energy transition.
This makes action and urgent climate
leadership by developed and oil economies and large
developing economies all the more important.

A new climate order must feature faster transition
for all economies, which will mean more ambitious
mitigation funding by developed and oil economies,
stewlns up restamhi and lowerlng bnrricrs fnr trade

ballery storage. This may seem difficult, but ls
essential to averting cataclysmic consequences,

At the same time, mnnddiyhvnnlhnlmhz
US must be rallied to leverage its federal structure to
push back — litigate and legislate must be the mantra
toringfence mitigation from the Trump onslaught.
Time is running out for the planet, and it can't afford a
US-sized fetter dragging mitigation efforts down.

Despite this. -pm. the Left 5'-'ny et

ipport in East Germany, securing 88% of
Memmmbehmgr n‘hm

shown promise in two r}l;ml dections In
East Germany earlier in 2024, secured only
4.9% of the vote. The BSW might fail to enter
the

The biggest electoral gains were made by
the AID, which increased its vose share by
aver 10 percentage points, and the CDU/CSU,
which gained 4.4 percentage points. The
largest losses were suffered by the mlm
conlition. Youn; voters (18:24) favou

extremes, g AID el the Left Party,
while SPD, CDU, and Greens saw declines
within this section. Older voters (60+) pre-
dominantly backed SPD and CDU.

With the Bundestag's total number of
seats reduced from 733 to 630 due to recent
electoral reforms, the distribution of seats
now stands at 208 seats for the CDUCSU, 151
seats for the AfD, 121 seats for the SPD, 85
m hnhrcmml 64 seats for the Left

conlition is generally easier 10
m-nu«- :;ﬁnm making it Wkely that the
CDU and SPD will negotiste to establish o
government. Together, they hold

Gurfit
Singh

seats to form a majority. Though all muin.
stream parties have ruled out cooperation
with the AD, the AD itsel( is willing to join
a government. There remalns the possibility
that the AfD could provide hnvhwd sup-
port for certain Jegislative measures, Whil
an SPO-CDU conlition would formally block
IhrCDU'mme ? with mmm noth-
indirectly nflu-
mdu mnnrm policy through parlia-
mentary manocuvres and negotiations,
Germany's electoral system, which
sentation, has
also undergone d-chs in mid-2024. The
total number of seats in the Bundestag was
reduced. and a majority now requires 316
seats. In this context, the AfD's rise to over
MO seats Is even more significant in a 630-
member compared to the
previous 733 member composition.
Each German voter had two
votes: One direct vote for a candi-
date In 299 constituencies and
another vote for a party, The latter
was counted to determine the pro-
portion of seats each party would
obtain, These results, combined
with directly won mutiturnrzr
seats, ultimately shape the compos|
tion of the new parllament.

EMMANUEL MACRON
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one
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Why mandating renewable
power buys is not working

cach passing year, the climase

prod-

W governments everywhere 1o
Mmpw;

sumption whereas others do not Sote states.
Individia] targets for

m-lmndu‘
it mymgtm:n-m

I s he

pur
all buk

TM&:“- next year | while some anly allow

chase (RPO;
power buyens, such as distribution companies
(dknnlmnv.ﬁu-- mnﬁhu require:

a fow of the differencos and do no make an
exhaustive list. _—

wumwm 2000, the shareof mandsr-

conversation. One, we have probably gone for
m‘dlwmm~n$uﬁ!mmh

Germany y the
million pm Included abaut 5 million ¢ff- state electriclty regulatory commissions  solar by 2029- demand of
ble volers. This was somewhat lower than X 2279 billion ulu (Wl) 202930, a 335%
e 61 million digible voters in 2021 due to Inftially, RPO focussed on i broad solar and m-n- wurlu out o 763 BUs. One needs an
adjustments Ing & pew census. cassification; now, it includes hydroe- [
these, netlyzmlllun mnm'ﬂm Jectricity, waste 10 energy. and 76381 L Given' -7
voters, i GW 2024)of installed solar capcily,
750,000 were newly lqlllnd migrants, COMS, 0PN S0cess power purchases, weare unlikely to reach the tange. So,
Including 250,000 Syrian: and captive power consumers. Fur wewill very ikely miss our solar RPO
wulclhnemmmruullmymnp- ther, the obligation has been statod et not because the
port the AID, they overwhebmingly sought to individually for all sources; for sumers are uawilling to bny but
safeguard their hard earned rights [n con. , by 202930, the RPO must becnse the reguied
trast, younger German voters focused more reach TAS% for wind, L% for hydro, mmummmm-
on economic concerns, energy prices, and A5 for distributed renewable Somit much the same! 7 el 1t the
domestic security, leading many to favour and about 34% for ather sources 0. ' target for 2004-25, the in ol
the AID. marily solar), The bulk consumer asgupta capacity is far lower than what is
One of the most striking aspects of this would have the lberty 1o make good nwmhu-hnh-nm.hnan
election was the CDU's strat lummdm the shortfall n onecategory byovera- consumers be kevied a pen-
vote share by incorporating o ts of the mNummeuu fungbility is ityhhﬂlnhmmphm?hluwhm
AfD's domestic agenda. This ﬁnhu helped namnuhm it
the CDU attract voters who are concerned 'lbcmx\-uh-b«npvw*m in MRW revenoe
ally championed by the oumtrkes. | continued Ul
A, Including migration and national secu- 2017 In the muhhmhdmnheexmm mmm&m
rity. While this strtegy has ylelded electoral retudl tariff. The consumers cannot d
mlmnnmhummcampon mmlmqummmMI responsible for 4 “fallure” on the part of the
tles, with malnstream partics 10 alrost 41% (in 2020), In contrast, RPOs have mmm»u;m
populhl narrative to maintain thelr Me not really been successful in Indka since they — the discoms’ profit, and here Immrvulpmb
were pever enforoed by the SERCs despite them — lem — barring a few discoms, all others are
mmb("mmml-w fixing the ob G mmru.uunmmmp,rum
the country’s political landscape. Union territories shows great varfance, from  penalties, i losses will only grow.
unprecedented rise of the AfD, the severe 02'% (Lakshadwoep) to 85% (Sikkdm) M‘mmmmmwmﬂ
Tosses suffered by the ruling coalition, and T el i ul the [ of|

the COU's gains indicate a sigaificant right
ward shilt in voler preferences,

As coalition negetiations unfold, Germany
faces cructal decisions on governance, politi-

figures for o7 the SERCy
stipulated much more lenient obligations
between states, there is a Jot of vartation to,
There are several how states are

eration (by stipulating RFOW), perhape better
— e b
thenwecks Let s be alive tothe fact that arsflceally

n
I‘l’Ml‘le dis ﬂllw:mmh

cal alliances, and the future trajectory of its demand Mlmmﬂw&
domestic policies. The next government will 0/ Removal of basic
need to navigate these challenges while ces in the cut-off dates for wind
Addressing economic Concerns, energy seci- whose output would be used in the models and ALMM). eulrlm
mdsochl cohesion In an incrensingly of RPOs, implying that figures can't be com- anmnlnmm’vm
pt:{l itical environment. How they jpared across states. Then, what is included in in land
determine Germany's influence estimating compliance is also different. For mmgﬂmmmmpﬂ'&
in !umﬂt instance, chude solar roofop e
eraton whereas others do not. Further, some
Guarpe Strigh was formerly Indta's ambassador 1o RPOaher Korker.
Germuany. The views P o ipeion fro '} con- The views expressed are personat

of Wi ioce, Somes 1 Indabufls Finante Coatin Senagat Bagat Marg Flobimtone Head West), Wamba 400011
AW Meda s N-ummt lh.‘nnum Thane - Wesapw Psarl, lnw e o8
Poones Boan (611801400001 @ mmmnmwu b 0120 o
ERBCUTIE (DTOR: MERNAL BAGNEL - Besgons blr b Lebection of new s e 199 A1 G A
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FTA on fast track

Finalising the long-awaited FTA with UK should be
a top priority at the highest levels of both nations

FTER AN ELECTION-RELATED gap of eight months, the

resumption of negotiations between India and the UK to

finalise a trade ag should be wel d. Prior to the

opening of the 15th round of negotiations — which have

been taking place since January 2022 — Jonathan olds, UK’s sec-

retary of state for business and trade, has had talks with India's Union

and industry mini Piyush Goyal. There is no doubt a

sense of urgency to resume trade talks — not just with the UK but also

the European Union (EU) — due to US President Donald Trump's dis-
ruption to global trade with his isation of tariffs. E

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen along with the EU College

of Commissioners is visiting India on February 27-28 and the 10th

round of free trade agreement (FTA) talks are set to take place on March

10-14 in Brussels. Both India and the UK want an agreement that is bal -

anced and comprehensive and mutually beneficial. India has already

lowered import duti s, high-end les,and bourbon,and

: Opmion

HAT GLOBAL POLITICS has

been taking a sharp right

turn iswell-known. But very

few could have predicted

that the once outcast Alter-

native for Germany (AfD) party would be

able to so firmly establish itself in Ger-

man politics. True, AfD is nowhere close

to forming a government after the elec-

tion ululu wer! announced, but that's
not the pok

mMgdulhttutAmmuallywm

!

A

@ FOSTERING GLOBALTRADE

Union commerce & industry minister Piyush Goyal
The Centre is committed to creating a
P Ploé i .

ate

® POWER POINT
WHEN VOTERS WAKE UP FEELING POORER, LIBERALISM & OTHER SO-CALLED NOBLE THOUGHTS HAVE NO MEANING

Yet another Right turn

regulatory stability, and enhancing the ease of
doing business in the country

politics. The narrative in Germany has
been forlong been dominated by worries
about the years-long stagnation of Euro-
pe'\blgpnmm\ywmmm

tion party. It is the flrst far- n.;m paﬂyln
Germany’s pnu “World War II history to
have h broad

proposes to allow 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) in i e
all of which have a bearing on the resumed talks.

However, concluding such an ambitious deal is not easy, as it entailsa
complicated process of give and take for greater access to each other’s
markets to expand bilateral trade worth £41 billion in the four quarters
to the end of Q3 2024. India has a trade surplus of £6 billion. There are
26 chapters in the FTA, which include goods, services, investments, and
intellectual property rights. An investment treaty is also being negoti-
ated. "India has much more flexibility to cut tariffs on UK," indicated
Goyal. The unresolved issues include rules of origin, duty concessions on
electric vehicles, Scotch whisky, social letuﬂly agreement, liberalisation
of financial services,and carbon t taxwhichal inIndia’s
FTAwith the EU.Acritical area of interest for India is free visa movement
for its professionals due to concerns over the UK's moves to curb legal

igration by raising the salary thresholds or ch g large
fm for skilled worker visas. The UK, forits part, is fr\uhztedwilh the lack
of towards the opening up of the Indian market for profes-

sional services in law and accountancy.

Forsuch reasons, inking an India-UK FTAdeal — or for that matter with
the EU — is indeed challzngln& Providing more balhn to the economl:
component of the India-UK relationship is i g the
long historical association. In this mgani,mtlngunnallsllc deadlinesto
lnk FTAdeals is far from emcaclous Goyal indicated "it is never too early

too late So,wewill have speed but not
haste”.The UK, forits part,will not stsacrifice quality for speed. Abig advan-
tage in concluding this deal is that it will serve asa template for India ink-
ing equally ambitious FTAs with the !.U and other developed nations.
While the good news is th iations, both partners can
still follow the road map 2030 on 1trade and ¢ considerably step up invest-
ments in each other’s economies. In 2023, the stock of the UK's FDI in
lndh was £17. 4 billion while India’s FDI in the UK was £13.1 billion. If
his isbound to result in greater bilateral
trade flows and create win-win outcomes for both nations.

To do its job right, the Fed
must see what's wrong

THE US FEDERAL Reserve has begun a process with vast implications for the
global by which it sets the interest rates
that influence prices and lendlng in the US and just about everywhere else.

To get it right, the Fed first needs to recognise what's wrong.

At the January meeting of the policy-making Federal Open Market Com-
mittee, central bankers emphasised that the new framework must be "robust

levels of publc

SHYAMAL MAJUMDAR -
y
shyamal majumdar@expressindia.com than thawest.and whose younger popu-
better education and job opportunities.
thereis’ firewalls ng- against Germany spending
i a nod AfD. ton C¢ " — with a focus on free | money on helping other European coun-
2013 theAfD 'markets, trade liberalisation, fiscal disci- tries when many of the country’s own cit-
partythat opposed G y g pline — began eroding with the 2008 | izens needed attention and aid, was the
mainly Greece, financial crisis and the rise of China. It is highest in the east. The AfD's message

aumnneuhhllwnn-lﬂunfdiemin

popularity — it has doubled i
21% of the vote since the prwlmu elec

i that year. TheAfD hassince

tion in 2021, and has
increased its share of seats in the Bun-

adopted various far-right and populist
ions, and reject-

positi
ingdlimate action.

now being challenged by Donald Trump
inthe very place of its origin.

At the heart of this lurch towards the
right is economic discontent. Donald
Tmmp 's “America First” slogan in the US

about immigrants stealing the jobs of
local people found a lot of resonance.
‘The main surprise, however, was that
AfD gained some significant support in
constituencies in the country's west,

destag, Germany’s parliament. But AfD's rise Is not an isolated phe- g i the cty of
That’s a big leap for a party which = nomenon. Inareflectionofvoters’dissat- y of | G which has been suffering
isfaction with the status hope.Trumpcap with y and high
it years agoand has been treated with juo, far-right political on the fear and frustra- unemple ent. That shows eco-
o el sy erman ? i i The narrative in tion of middle-class m:’m::amnhmolmm
B ’ t gs has been for  Americanswhofeltthey | genceofthe Right.
mmummmamm tochallenge centreand  long been dominated  were not getting their In the US, before the November elec-
will now force future German govern- leftist parties in France, by worries about the due inan ever-globalis- | tions, about half of US voters said they
ments to stop treating far-right parties ~ Germany, Italy, Finland, Ingworld. were worse off than they had been at the
with disdain, Sweden,the Netherlands, ~ Y@ars-long stagnation Melonl's Brothersof | end of Trump's first term, even though
AfD’s rise means a big headache for ~ and Croatia. it would thus of Europe's biggest Italy party built its plat- inflation had slumped from 99 in 2022
Friedrich Merz, chairman of the conserv- bewrong tokeep treating and pi form onavisi nati- to around 2% by late last year. In the UK,
ative Christian Democratic Union,whois ~ them as political outcas- to curb migration onal pride, advocating | Rishi Sunak lost as voters saw prices had
ermany’ ts. Italian Prime Minister policies that would pre- ballooned.
Nolonger hthe liberal,opendoor” | Giorgla Meloni rightly I eignty Large seg of the poy
polkles of former Cl Angela global L forwhat in the face of what they saw as intrusive can't continue feeling financially disen-
g hecalled hysteria’ ¥ g Th g -of livingeri-
backtoit: part over painting spectres about the global from right-wing leaders in many coun- sis, unaffordable housing, and bleak job
ofeffortstocounterthe farright. Hesurely rise of conservative leaders,*When Tru-  tries, where economic hasbeen = prosp vhile the efite wh:
faces a tricky road ahead. mp, Meloni...Modi talk, theyare calleda  low, unemployment elevated, national | thepalicies growricher. The lesson is loud
It's not a mere idence that high- threat Thisisthe Left'sdou- debt i g | and clear: When voters wake upfezllng
profile figures from the Trump adminis- ! d andthe hold budg poorer every
tration spoke out in support of the AfD in good news is people no longer believe in and of it
pre-election statements. In a scathing their lies, despite all the mud they throw tound- ights have no meaning. The over-
atthe MunichSecurity Council,US  atus.Citizens keep voting for us! emand why isthe g '{ it turn
Vice President JD Vance told Europe’s She is bang on. It's a fact that the eco- main reason for the surge of right-wing | can protect myjobs, sobeit.

Citizen Stack sutras: A compass to evaluate DPI

MADHUMITHA P RAMANATHAN

SANJAY ANANDARAM

Respectively advocate for DP| and iSPRT volunteer,
& iSPIRT volunteer and ambassador

Such a DPI offers a blueprint for economic

systems that promote fairness, self-reliance,
and democratisation of opportunity

DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
(DP1) has emerged as a

are lndlal lnvaluable oﬂ‘aring to the
the Citizen

il e
goals, empow-

Y g

UPI — through the non- pmﬂ( National

—atmstele’l dorsed by

ering nations,. md' enhan::lng the v’nellv
being of people. Ploneered by India, DPI's
sweeping impact is undeniable, benefit-

Stack isalmost ubiy d il Pay ndia,owned by

afee.lsi P h Bankof ’ I)and oth
of diy good? How does one ensure that monop- banks — ensures low-cost, convenient,
sha speedy, and safe services. Another DPI

ital Infrastructure addresses the pubﬁc
good. Citizen Stack also offers a clear
framework to auen md validate DPIs,

re-
holder interests are not prioritised over
publicgy

offering, the Open Credit Enablement
Network, helps users build credit

to a wide range of circumstances”. This is a step in the right direction, given tingover 1.5 billion: iwide.FromG20  Backed by and g Do toseamlesslyaccess loans. It has, till date,
that th in 2020, ‘wasn't robust to the summits to Quad discussions and bilat- know-h what p and p ng of service processed 154 million “consents” (per-
thld pandemic and its aftermath. eral dialogues between leaders in devel- agﬂnl DPlklndmghl tobe. p Tud mission by citizens to share information
atatime when falling below the Fed’s oped and developing countries, DPI has Counms need to, of course, mlhbo from their accounts, such as banks, direct
Z%largeL!M 2020 framework mmmlned to aiming for above-target infla- emerged asa powerful instrument fordri- What are sutras? and indirect tax returns, with loan
tion t: p for prior the Fed pledged to keep ving equity and progress. Its unprece- As the global conversation on DPls reliance and interests. DPIs offer me providers) via over 128 million accounts
short-term interest rates near zero until three mndlnom were met: The econ- dented success — from digital 1D, pay- thy the defini means to do so through the creationof  enabled by the RBI-approved account
omy had reached inflation had reached ments, credit flows, g R gl and dsthat Citizen  aggregatorecosystem. Inaddition, private
20, and inflation was expected to stay above 206 for some time. Moreover,the agriculture, and moblllty, to tax collec- These citizen Stack sector participants innovate and create
“lift-off"from zero couldn’t happen until the central bank had completed the tions and more — lysed authori- agencyand p i P The financial sector  ditizen-facingsolutions(PhonePe,Google
it hase known ing — along process that ties and civil society. lncvmbly gM.-n the  erability; techno-legal regu- offers wpl press- hyindmhnsLThae use UPl and follow
wouldn't even begin until substantial progress taward the three P Iﬂ'alm lation; prl!vemkm ofcorpo-  Backed by wide W p the DPI offeri
had been made. Across imple i and access. Visa These examples underscore the pl-v
Asaresult, the Fed was very late in responding to a strong economy, a tight pmﬁts. foundations, multilateral w lisation; and safeguird.l and know-how, and Mastercard executives,  otal role of DP1in spurring innovation via
labour market, and mrlng inflation. By the time lift- cles,and private entities of what consti- against tion. ' in testimonies before US partnership between the private — from
. off happened, in March 2022, real output was rising tutesa DI, Yet,as the landscape becomes These are not merely it sets the ummhwﬂndligm on it ls to start-ups —
rapidly, the unemployment rate was below the level saturated with promises and ideals but frame- benchmark for  their rofi sectors. Such collaborations inspire
officials considered sustainable, and the Fed's pre- the challenge of distinguishing DPlinno-  works. They ensure DPIs  \hat global DPI margins exceeding 5006, trusted ips too, enhanc-
ferred measure of inflation had exceeded 5%. vamms from |hnu claiming to be so  empowercitizens,bridgedig- is and should be They offered preferential ing dle mrall impact and equitable
Despite this compelling evidence, there's still ‘state- ital divides, ensure the pm rates that benefitted large India’s Citi-
debate about whether the Fed's policy framework was ment that "the beglnning of wisdomlies  tection of B but zen Suck sutra-based comprehensive
at fault. Some say the central bank just made a fore- in definitions”, we recognise the impor- enable countries to navlgau acomplex v y Given — from policy, legal, institu-
tntlngemn, forwhich it h\er had to compensate by Y g g he oligopy tional 2 toimple-
BILL y policy agg air stitutesa DPL blic ov hip and p Itis  market, ch — ensures the
Jerome Powell has leaned in(o this explanation, say- the blueprint !an fulure where dlgjul but to use Visa and Mastercard services. fidelity of DPIis maintained.
DUDLEY ing that the framework "was more irrelevant than Need for sutras Sucha DP1is not merelya solution for
anythlng else”. I don't buy it: If the Fed had ignored ThekeyobjectiveofanyDPlistoserve  but makes indulivnyand faimesstangi-  Introducing Citizen Stack pop e
Sloomberg the kand paid more to the policy good. g caug) ble realities. ‘The Citizen Stack is a credible, proven P
rules it typically follows, it would have started raising up in splitting hairs over"precise” defini- The alternative. For example, the payment that promote fairness, self-reliance, and
issues h ion of The

short-term rates about a year earlier.

Some argue that the surge in inflation, which happened everywhere, was
beyond the Fed’s control. Yet it was US demand for goods, supported by a pow-
erful fiscal stimulus, that helped drive global prices upwards. Also, many other
countries experienced a spike in energy prices, which played a much smaller
role in the US.

Athird is that the Bid 's§1.9-trillion fiscal stim-
ulus package was just too large. While it undoubtedly contributed to the econ-
omy's overheating, that didn’t prevent the Fed from taking its impact into
account and responding with tighter monetary policy.

Properly identifying mistakes matters. Otherwise, how can one be confi-
dent that the Fed won't repeat them? Credibility is crucial: Without it, central
bankers' ability to influence financial markets and the economy will
be impaired.

'To that end, the Fed must recognise and remedy the 2020 framework’s flaws
and omissions, It should lcny the regime that kzpl me: too low for too long.
Itshould tighten-
ing: Was QE, for example,wunh the $500 billion to §1 u\mon that it cost the
US Treasury, or did it merely stoke inflation? It thould ltop targeﬂng an Inle:
est rate — the federal funds rate — that s |
sively on the rate paid on bank reserves would be considerably ﬂmplu

The framework review will take several months to complete. May the Fed
use the time well. There's plenty of room for improvement.

RN Reg. No. 6188/61 Printed far he Indian Exps

tions, the focus should be on the guiding

vettedagainst.These principles,or* sutras

hy g Citizen
Stack’s surras so crucial? Imagine a plat-

ments that govern mdeﬁr:elugzr Idnu);

form lik being clas-

DPl, India’s United Payments

(UP1),is a game-changer processing over

15 billion transactions \Sorth ag €23

crore a month. Dyoﬁerlnga transparent,
and cost -effe

Windows
sified as a DPLWhile MS Windows unde-

THE EDITOR

Al for the greater good

Apropos of “India’s digital future:
Beyond innovation” (FE, February 25),
India does have the talent poal to
create an artificial intelligence (Al)
model of its own. it is also a fact that
the number of those adapting the
digital mode of transactions is
growing at an impressive rate. The
way India is making its presence felt in
many diversified fields that were
exclusive to the most developed

(P) Ltd by Vaidehi Thakar at The indian Express (#) Ltd Press, Plot No. EL-208, TTC industrial Area, Mahape,

countries explains the vast scope and
also the dire need for adapting Al to
reach the further heights, However, it
is equally important to ponder over
how Al can be put to use to address
the bumning issues of the country
such as unemployment and climate
change. Al, though not a magic wand,
should suggest ways to improve
real-life issues before creating a
henvenly pnure that s meant

Data purity

Apropos ofInsight drought in data
deluge” (FE, February 25), even the
best cook will find it extremely difficult
to conjure up an appetising dish if the
ingredients are not up to the required
standard. Similarly, for an accurate
estimate, the quality of data has to
be good. Unfortunately in India,
the purity and integrity of data is

+ Sl 23

—AG P.ynohnn Anlmnpur

thus,
and outcomes are sometimes off the

entre, hh floar,

evaluate DPIs. It is vital that they are
adhered to so that DPIs remain true to
their publicor citizen-centric purpose.

mark. A prime example are our GOP
growth and employment numbers.
What is visible on the ground to
experts is contradicted by the
crunched numbers. We need to take
a closer look at our data points and
how it can be improved. That is

‘we sometimes see human intelligence
and predictions score over
sophisticated algos.

~Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra

@Wite to us at felettersPexpressinda.com
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

IN THE MIRROR OF UN

There are shifts that could potentially rearrange global
landscape — and vindication for India’s navigation of turbulence
URING AUNITED Nati i

EDITORIAL PAGE |

The US pivot

Pulling out of Ukraine, thaw with Russia
may help Washington to focus on China

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS,COM

WOoRDLY WISE
THE END APPROACHES, BUT THE APOCALYPSE
1S LONG LIVED,
— JAOQUES DERRIDA

ANIL WADHWA

COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS WERE hekd at the
United Nations and in Ukraine this week to
mark the third anniversary of the war in
Ulu'ane.lnammhblelurndmnu.u\e

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, has, i 1
aw-xmrwmmmumuunnusummmem Dum.\d
Trump, voted against de-
an early ion of and a puttlul resolution” to the war.
Additionally, the US drafted and voted for a separate Security Council resolution that
called for an end to the conflict but omitted any criticism of Russia — welcomed by the
Krembinasa“much stance, This same how-
ever, failed to pass through the General Assembly until it was amended to include US
support for Ukraine, with France p say that

three

thc UN, marking a clear change of stance on
the war by the Trump administration, The first
was a resolution drafted by the European
Uni actions and sup-
porting Ukraine's territorial integrity in the
UN General Assembly. The second, a resolu-
tion drafted by the US that was tabled at the
UN Security Council, called for a swift end to

The voting took place even as French

the war is a result of a “full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian " Russia
voted *no” and the US had to. i Itis evident
seismic shifts that have brought the US and Russia closer, Europe remains resolute in its

wm House to mmlnu President Donald

and Ulcainian

support for Ukraine, It is obvious, too, that arriving at a pe toall
parties will take a lot more time and effort and negotiation than the flick-of-a-pen ap-
proach that Trump appears to favour.
mmmntMUNmphysva\dnﬂmnmmhmch!rtha
thmbhnnvldkunamnﬁm!he“‘
cluded outli ihannhKnmlnn.a“dlehanw
Zermany, thel France and even ltaly, de-
under Giorgia Meloni. The US was the only G7 nation to

spiteitsrigh

Keith
starmer will follow with a similar effort on
February 27. Notably, the UK and France at-
tempted to amrnd the language in the

these attempts were ve-
med.l\smawussmmwncdmd\e
UNGA resolution, including India and China,
while 93 voted for it and 17 states including
Russia and the US opposed it. The UNGA also

hased on a meeting of minds on the basis of
liberal and open thinking on both sides. The
reelection of Donald Trump has given a fillip
tofar-right pnmsiumupe whose thinking

ready offered this, According to Trump, such
ameasure is acceptable to Russia,

President Trump has thus cast himself in
lht robe of a peacemaker without bothering

This is seen as "revisionist” by the current
European leadership,

The EU's regulatory and fiscal strictures
and its reach into the domestic spheres like
freedom of speech of individual European
countries have not found favour with the
proponents of Make America Great Again
(MAGA). The administration leans to-
wards political parties and individuals in
Europe that do not want EL oversight in their
energy, migration, digital and defence fields.
Little wonder that leaders like Victor Orban
of Hungary, Giorgia Meloni of ltaly, Alice

oF costs
ﬁmdm:nallumlhnlsamdb-
mpuunmlgheunpulwnumpm

ship as a first step towards weaning Moscow
Mﬁmﬂﬂmuﬂhn—wﬁkﬂﬂwyw

ing the US as the dominant

After his meeting with NATO m:mhtr
states in Brussels a few days earfier, Defence
Secretary Peter 'S COmments were re-
vealing: If the US were to pull back from
Europe md leave the Eumpean defence to

Weidel in Germany and Eric in
France have found a powerful backer in
PnsldemTrump Influential members of the

Pacific. A few days later, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio issued a joint statement along
and South

After his meeting with
NATO member states in
Brussels a few days earlier,
Defence Su retary Peter
Hegset! were

oppose the resolution, putting it at odds with its traditional European allies — even as pasaed a US resolution but only after It wes
Fmﬁmmwmlnmmwmemmndwwma mhm“mgm,m‘m
.. of Ukraine, u_hehupnfnr'mdurecununxduﬂ- The UK, France, m
u;lnmtrmsa/:mmsvmmRussm.--hk."‘A h rare carth
eralsto A i Potential Security Council
midal US-Russi. rk don in thy These actions are seen by the current set
I bandos

global order with Ukraine at its centre.
The changing dynamics mirrored in the UN vote on Ukraine also reveal shifts in the

u'vcalmg 1f the US were to
pull back from Europe and
leave the European defence
to Eumpcans, itwould bea

ing the European cause and upending the
transatlantic alliance, mkmg favour with

crucial de with
regard to Wan‘ungmm focus

inbring-

mgthehm:hlmpowrrlniumpe Aseries
of could be the

result of this, and the EL's projects like the
green reporting rules or the digital services
law could come under pressure,

In explaining Trump's actions and state-
ments on Ukraine, US officials have insisted
that his primary - in fact only - objective is to

i 4

lieves was managed badly by the Biden ad-
il . wcanac-

[« sl resnn: the of
d 1oss the Tai itas

“an mdlspennhlemm of security and

Isit,then,

tion is attempting to Ukralnenulnl!hc
way by making it a primarily European con-
cem 5o that it can face the Chinese challenge
from a stronger position?

tually lead to another World War, Starmer,
Nato Secretary General Mark m

der Trump as a threat to international insti-
tutions, mllemvt mumy laurd nn laver

and a host of ather
continue suppmnu Ukraine and Im.-p lht

the principle

global attitudes war, Ninety-three countries Russia and casting doube on the US's long- on the Asia Pacific. Is it, the moment, In an uncertain and transac-
14102022, Inthe i inMarch 202 i to European security. then, a possibility that the in wnheq\ﬂmnt.mm newerarma-  tional world, the transatlantic alliance also
invasion, only 35 tries abstained — that number has ly These HM\H it needs to be understood — and a US administration is ments ar d i seems to be into a new
figures arguably reflect a rising war fatigue. Chi . to abstain, its dnrhulv_mpvmdm]mmu}spi«h g to get Ukraine Wmtmfﬁm:;p; version of itself.
“no-limits’ mr‘r‘u‘:‘p .vmh Russia while itself as a e .::: m ago—thatinthe mmummm‘wmpmum:nn- m:i( of ::;L way by makmg ita action ba'ud on stark realities. President  Thewriterisaformer Secretary in the Ministry
" . — o2 istration, some in Europe [ ma: d
Russia's violation of Ulreine Delhl e Forover7S. ko it t}):,_.( “hina chall contours of a settement that could end the Ambassador toltaly, PolandLichuania, San
tion and carefully carved out a space for manoeuvre that factors in its ties years, with the g Whe P Marino, Oman and Heiscurrentlya
i spaceand lever- NATO " X could be fau.-d'frum a jith s
dsand jes alike that i I -twisted anisms between Europe and the US, was stronger position? krem troops — some like the UK have al- International Foundation

age, a
into taking a position that does not align with its national interests,

A PERSISTING LOW

Investor sentiment remains weak due to global and domestic
factors. GDP data, Fed meeting could influence markets

'NDIAN STOCK MARKETS have been experiencing sustained wealkness, Pmmthe
112024 lhelKFv-—
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SHIVA, THE MANY AND THE ONE

He embodies both 'saguna’ and ‘nirguna’, transcending form and formlessness

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

—uudmamxﬂl!wmﬂ the the
bmnSp«mn.MﬂkonThsd‘yn arein
thered, The fall alle - isdownalmost THEVEDASANDF
15 percent s i the year, while the BSE Smalicap index has fallen around wvm:k""- i mci;v;;!liml
i i " modating diverse intellectual a ual
6 e cur Afte this o he Seae ut_’;;":::m"“""ﬂ'“ it They address the depths of hu-
Donald T guidance foreveryday life,
on tarifts, tanes and immigration. Trume's tariff proposals, some of which have boen kept When it comes to Lord Shiva, there is a
The: Vedamk vlew and a Puranic depiction.
h ies. But higher tariffs will b yiorthe US. perceive Shiva as a person
Inflation data released a few days ago has further complicated matters for the US Federal hlmﬂ!rmﬁmmmulmlnww
Reserve — in January, inflation rose to 3 per cent, On the domestic front, the corporate re- ‘ ) into ?jm s

HUL registered a L8 percent
revenue growth, while UltraTech Cement saw a growth of just 2.9 per cent. As per ICRA,
m!mdmmmdmdmlnhﬁmmnm saw their revenues grow at
just 6.8 p at7-8 percent, C
from r..m is “under strain”, Foreign in-

to be net reports suggesting increasing allocations to-
mmuAMwn&zwm;Sl!?hllhmmmnndmmbalmyur netin-
were -$12.8 billion in the first two months of the

upto February 25) The pi he rup inues, On Tuesday, it fell by 51

plhe settling at 87,23 (provisional) as per reports,
Arthe end of this week, the National Statistics Office will release its estimates for GDP

corporate

36th and ultimate: e.

Shiva is often seen as Chaitanya — pure
consciousness — because, as a direct experi-
ence, Shiva is the formless, all-pervading
Heis

Chidakasa — the infinite space of conscious-
ness. He embodies both saguna (with attrib-

tran-

scending form and formlessness,
According to a well-known Puranic story,

Shiva appeared as an infinite pillar of light.

erlmlm;hudmhnlmmldbem

These
the

shape investor sentiments in the near term,

trajectory of interest rates. These will

CLEAN UP YOUR OWN MESS

NASA's all-clear on an asteroid that could have struck Earth is
the latest reminder: No do-overs are arriving from space
OR HIS 2019 album Bay!, si iter Hozier wrote No plan’
inspired by astrophysicist Katie Mack's lectures on the heat death theory of the
end of the world, In her lectures, she posits that stars will bum out, that in the
end, there will just be *infinite nothingness”; “It s gettin'late/ there’s no plan/ there
willl be darkness again.” For those who were hoping to have “no plans” though, there is bad
news; do-

NASA

rock 2024 YRA s g Asrecently as
last week, it had a 3 per cent chance of striking Earth, the highest ever for a large asteroid,

With climate disasters, wars and a pandemic making up a good chunk of the news
cycle, this could well be the season of apocalyptic cinema, Between 2010 and 2019, an
all-time high of 100 films framed end-of-times themes. The Last of Us (2023) is based in
a post-pandemic world, Don't Look Up (2021) sounds the al ion in the face of
extinction threats, Silent Night, Avengers: Infinity Wars, A Quiet Place, the list goes on. There
mumbcamﬂwd:unmwthrhtunlmmn Instead of dread, then, an ap-

well source of morbid relief. Only itisn't,

The idea that the world is beyond saving is not a new one, Films post World War-Il
sang the same tune, as did the ones of the Cold War era, In an Irish Times interview, Hozier
said, "Whatever about the end of the world, No Plan' is just saying that that's the least of
your worries,” So, before getting swept up in the next doomsday fantasy, it may be wise
to worry about making some plans for what happens if the world survives.

Brahma ascended in search of Shiva's hud
while Vishnu descended to seek his feet, yet
both remained beyond reach,

There are also stories that depict Shiva's
anger, such as his confrontation with Daksha
or the opening of his third eye to destroy

these spiritual allegories Shivawas notahis-  lost forever, However, a lineage of Agnihotri
IN GooD FAITH toricalFigure wholved 15,000 years ag,sit- i i
— N — i Shivais  carried from S, h Tamil Nadu
the cosmic principle, the divine energy that lingams. For they
exists within every living being. Every emo-  continued to wuuhlp them in secrecy, with
tionis They the
are not Ahundred years ago, when the Shanka-
of [
namic play bc by this family, he instructed, "Keep it hidden
Wth&hmlemhldmsm and after 100 years, take it to a saint in Ban-
Each Puranic story, when explored deeply, — galore named Shankara,” Following these in-
i the the original Somnath Shivalingas
universe, Shi Thm Shivalin-
bam) anadi it . ritmetal
A sharp, focused mind is {without end), Amxher name for Shiva is mmkmxdrllkﬂi:cmmmkd at
needed to decode these M—I!:I\m!d existence. mmhurwul Smmrh]ymmlng un
spiritual allegories, Shiva Shivai d ol
was not a historical figure alinga,not as i a of spiritual awakening hwurn&
who lived 15,000 years ago, thebe-  tion. Before its consecration, the Somnath
fiuing ona n,ck and weeping mﬂfﬁl’:‘:gﬂ;ﬂiﬁ dﬂﬂﬁ‘:ﬂ: Jyotiriogs will be ul;n i ‘"m
in ecstasy. Shiva is the presence. The second, samipya, is asense of  devotees the chance to seek blessings. A
cosmic principle, the divine d known as kalakar-

energy that exists within

every living being, Every

emotion is an expression of

his divine nature. They are

not separate from him but
ify s of the

begins to embody divinity, Finally, saywiya is
the ultimate state, n!uwmﬂmlwmd

shan w|I| be performed following Shaiva

Amon;lne IZlymuimmmdubom

f the isa
mmmdef lha truth and dmm_tx can never

Mm&ﬁr‘.tﬁeﬂm Isthe Somnath yotir-

truly be
nity to receive darshan and blessings of the

dntlgmaluadwm in Bengaluru,

veying deeper truths about existence, No in- infinite consciousness, never i powerful
telligent secker should take these stories as reflecting the dynamic play air and defying gravity. In 1026 AD, Muham- i ghttot
literal occurrences; instead, they must look "‘-cxm‘m‘_ Shakti is the mad Ghazni came to Incia and was mesme-  world of duality. Om Namah Shivaya,
P ) rised by the levitating Jyotirlinga, plundered
about the nature of life and ly energy thatis the temple and " p The writerisa spi founder of
Asharp, ! i ble from Shiva. pieces, It was believed that these pieces were TheArt of Living Foundation
FEBRUARY 26, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
PAK POLL VIOLENCE twthis eflect by the Dedhi ion.An  licejeep, setablaze, The num-
outlayof Rs ber of people injs lathi charge, tear
THREE PEOPLE WERE killed and several in-  the C gas, shelling and heavy stone pelting is over
Jured in clashes and four buses  The Delhi togetmore  50,0utof whom 16 are policemen.

mmeﬂuyvnmepoﬁrumndam

funding from the Centre soon. Besides the

strations against the elections in which
President Ziaul Haq barred po-
litical parties from contesting,

BIrD HOME IN DELHI
THE UNION TERRITORY of Delhi will have a

bird sanctuary at Tughlagabad Ridge. The
Panning Commission has approved a proposal

osponirasnorosscon Wl

common variety of birds ike mynas,parrots, - R AJASTHAN BANDH

ter birds, e FOUR OPPOSITION PARTIES — the BJP. the

Congress-S, Janata Party and Dalit Mazdoor

ENCE Kisan Party — have decided to observe

BARAMULLA VIOLENCE  £ian 2 304 proest day “all overthe
police i mob, countr 1y 10 expr

ing n the death of one p the killing

der district of Baramulla, The villagers, who  of Man Smm State units of these parties

clashed with police personnel for several  have been advised to hold public meetings
hours,also hed ! and ralli h
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Looking again at EU

Europe has gone out of India’s strategic calculus. European Commission President’s
visit provides an opportunity for Delhi and Brussels to deepen ties at a pivotal moment

BY C RAJA MOHAN

EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESIDENT
Ursula von der Leyen's visit to India this
week, accompanied by the entire College of
Commissioners (the European Cabinet),
marks a critical moment in the EU-India
strategic partnership. Von der Leyen arrives
in Delhi amid significant global political
shifts triggered by Donald Trump's return
to the White House five weeks ago.

Although her visit was planned before
Trump's re-election, her mission to deepen
ties with India has gained new urgency. It
was a deliberate choice for von der Leyen to
make India her first international destina-
tion in her second term as the President of
the European Commission. For India, which
is scrambling to navigate the turbulence un-
leashed by Trump, Europe emerges as a
valuable

Despite !helr traditional emphasis on

“strategic autonomy,” both Brussels and Defhi
have long relied on their parmmhnps wnh
the USas th of their
‘While neither can afford to disengage from
the US, both India and Europe must now do
more to strengthen their ties in response to
Trump's unpredictable policies.

Trump is not enly reshaping US policy
towards Ukraine and Russia but also walk-
ing away from longstanding alliances and
upturning the global ccnnuml: mdﬂ Hli
approach puts
with rival powers such as Russia and China.
Until now, India’s strategy for managing US
policy volatility has involved maintaining
its ties with Russia and engaging in
Moscow-led coalitions such as BRICS,
However, Russian President Viadimir Putin
is eager to negotiate a separate deal with
Trump. Those in Delhi who recall the 19905
will how much the R
aspired to be recognised as equal partners
by the West. Some of Trump's Asian allies
now fear he might seek a similar rapproche-
ment with China.

In other words, the great power dynam-
ics between the US, Russia, and China are
once again in flux, Over the past century,

‘While the two sides proclaimed a strategic
partnership in 2004, momentum had
waned by the early 2010s, Trade talks
stalled due to a lack of progress, and
Brussels appeared disinterested in even
convening regular summits with India. At
the same time, the EU remained focused on
its deep commercial ties with China, culti-
vated over three decades,

By 2016, India sought to reinvigorate its
engagement with the EU, prompting
Brussels to convene a long-overdue sum-
mit. In 2022, following the pandemic, the
two sides resumed trade negotiations, ex-
panded their security dialogue, established
a Trade and Technology Council, and
launched a connectivity initiative. At the
G20 Summit in Delhi in September 2023,
both parties announced the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), As
India recognised Europe's strategic value in
a multipolar world, the EU also moved to
“de-risk” its economic ties with China
and increase its engagement in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Given Trump's ambitions to reshape the
post-war global order, neither Delhi nor
Brussels can afford their traditionally me-
andering ways. Trump's decision to end US
support for Ukraine — which has been re-
sisting Russian aggression since February
2022 — has left Europe in shock. To com-
pound matters, Washington began direct
talks with the Kremlin earlier this monthin
Riyadh, excluding both Ukraine and

being allies, friends, enemies and frenemies.
India cannot take any relationship for
granted. This reality necessitates
ing India’s strategic partnerships, and
Europe remains the major missing link in
India's strategic calculus. Von der Leyen's
visit provides Delhi with the perfect oppor-
tunity to revitalise its engagement with the
European Union — the world's third-largest
economy after the US and China, and a vital
source of science, technology, advanced in-
dustry, capital, and a vast consumer market,
Europe has not been absent from India's
geopolitical considerations. Over the last
decade, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government has worked to overcome the
prolonged neglect of India-EU relations,

‘.

\ 74

Further, Trump's Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth recently told NATO xllms that

India’s strategy had assumed
that the globalised economic
order is irreversible. Trump is
determined to dismantle that
order. Meanwhile, India's
trade deficit with China
continues to rise, fueled by an

Europe must take primary for
Ukraine's security, increase defence spend-
ing, and prepare to defend itself against
Russian threats. He also made it clear that
the US would not indefinitely station troops
in Europe, where approximately 1.00,000
American soldiers are currently deployed.
Beyond remaking transatlantic relations,
the Trump administration has launched an
ideological offensive against European
democracies. At the annual Munich
Security Conference earlier this month, US
Vice President ] D Vance declared that
Europe’s primary threats were not external,
but internal and stem from uncontrolled

g boom in Chinese
exports. Unless India takes
decisive steps to reduce its
dependence on Chinese
imports, the deficit—already
nearing $100 billion annually
—will grow even further. The
answer lies in renewing
economic reform at home and
rebooting India's strategic
partnerships, especially

with Europe.

CR Sasikumar

immigration, unrealistic climate policies,
and liberal extremism.

Adding further strain, Vance and Trump
ally Elon Musk have openly supported
right-wing parties in Europe, particularly
Germany's Alternative for Germany (AfD).
During his visit to Munich, Vance bypassed
Chancellor Olaf Scholz to meet AfD leader
Alice Weidel, The AfD has more than dou-
bled its electoral support in Sunday's elec-
tions. Meanwhile, Friedrich Merz leader of
the centre-right CDU —which secured 29
per cent of the vote — has criticised the US
policy on Ukraine and Russia, condemned
its interference in German elections, and

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Pakistan need to turn things around to become contenders once again. The onus

falls on the Pakistan Cricket Board to ensure this™

~ DAWN, PAKISTAN

Taking a
backward step

Bombay High Court's comments on
consent in POCSO cases can demoralise
survivors, adversely affect trial outcomes

AUDREY DMELLO AND
FLAVIA AGNES

INARECENT ruling Justice Milind Jadhav of
the Bombay High Court granted bail to an
accused who had been in jail for over five
years for the rape of a 14-year-old girl in
2019. The Bombay High Court’s decision
should be i

cause they misinterpret the law regarding

consent. The POCSO Act makes it unequiv-

ocally clear that minors cannot consent to
w ar fth

circum-
stances. Victim blaming and claiming that
the victim consented tothe sexual actisthe

ape
POCSO Act puts the onus of proof on the ac-
msrdonce the prosecution establishes a
iecase. The

of the judge on the meits of the case based
solely on the FIR statement and medical re-
ports will have a far-reaching impact, par-
ticularly for lower courts.

Anyone working with child victims of
sexual abuse knows the trauma they have
to go through on the day of reporting, FIR,
medical examinations and statements be-

ften have

ourt's iple

that "bail is the rule and jail is the exception”,
However, the judge's remarks regarding
consent andother aspects of the case appear
overreaching. These comments raise con-
cemns about the interpretation of the judlﬂ—
ary of the Protection of Children from

Offences (POCSO) Act.

The case is of a 14-year-old girl who had
gone to visit her married sister and did not
return after the visit. The girl's father found
her four days later with the accused, and an
FIR under the POCSO Act was lodged.

The POCSO Act, passed in 2012, was a sig-

nificant

as the child is dragged w all
these agencies in the first 24 hours and has
torepeat her story. Pressure from the police,
her own family as well as the accused's
makes the victim, already terrified and
scarred, extremely  vulnerable,
Contradictions in the victim's statements
should have been evaluated by the trial
court, whichisin the best position to exam-
ine all evidence.

The judge’s comments on the non-vio-
Jent nature of the offence and the absence
of criminal antecedents in the accused's
mmrdmalmﬂawm! as in most cases of
violent.,

ual abuse and exploitation. The Act raised
thcamnrmimm to 18 years ensuring that

The harm caused by sexual abuse, regard-
Jess of physical violence, is profound and ife-
altering for the victim. The judge's reason-

vowed to reduce, step-buy-step, Gcrman of sexual activity. Thi d at align- pl
and on definitionof 5
Given that the CDU has been ding that individuals under 18 are At the same time, the Bombay High

one of Europe’s most pro-American pamcs

not memally or cmotmm.lly prepared to
mat-

Court mnsmd an lmponm uwmurmy to

this shift signals a

in European politics.

India, by contrast, appears to have started
Trump's second term on a positive note,
with Modi's visit to the White House earfier
this month, However, the real test lies inim-

the itious

ters, thus protecting rhl-m from coercion,
manipulation, or abuse, The Act also intro-
duced mandatory reporting, placing a duty
on every individual to report incidents of
sexual offences against children,

TheAct

6

Inthis mtan(n ﬂ! case has been p(-ming

for aver five years even though the POCSO

Act mandates that trials be mmplctcd
year, Asf 2022, th

Crime Records reported a pendency of over

38000mmwi!hmummmay‘ngmdly

both leaders have made. afree
trade agreement and raising bilateral trade
to $500 billion annually by 2030 will be chal-
lenging, especially in the face of Trump's
hasis on reciprocal taniffs,
More broadly. India's strategy had as-

to be followed at police stati d

inchuding fast-track trials where the child’s
trmmony isto bc recorded within two

5 percentof
Mﬂtrddﬂysfmmahgddlugh
victims, who are forced to live with the un-

oneyear. Victims are provided a support per-

certainty of
Lastly, Justice Jadhav mentions that the
Supreme Court has suppomd granting bail

sumed that th onomic order habilitation. The POCSO Act has been ific

was irreversible, Trump is dc(cnmncd to amended several nmts since, but mestly to m :vmd the regressive mnucnca of pm-
le that order. India’s increase inchud- Yet, h

trade deficit with China continues to rise, ingthe introduction of the death penalty. dr lower court asto why the am:scd wha

fueled by an ongoing boom in Chinese ex- Despite the noble i ions of the twoof them

ports, Unless India takes decisive steps to POCSO Act, the reality on the ground is far  in person, in the sessions court, was not

reduce its dependence on Chinese imports,
the deficit — already nearing $100 billion
annually — will grow even further. The an-
swer lies in renewing economic reform at
home and rebooting India's strategic part-
nerships, especially with Europe. The syn-
ergies between India and Europe are real
and the bilateral partnership remains un-
derdeveloped. Von der Leyen's visit pro-
vides an opportunity for India and Europe
to make amends at this pivotal moment of
accelerating history.

The writer is contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

Overestimating the bonanza

Tax cutsin budget will have multiplier effects. But measure them accurately

RAJIVKUMAR

THERE IS A virtual tsunami of opinions on
the historically unprecedented changes in
the personal income tax (PIT) announced
by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for
the fiscal year 2025-26 (FY26). The acco-
lades are well deserved. To be bold enough
to more than double the exemption limit
and take a revenue hit of Rs 1 lakh crore
shows exceptional fiscal courage. The
budget attempts to achieve the d|[ﬁcull

propensity of consumption (MPC) of 0.8 per
cent or even 0.7 per cent for those paying
the personal income tax (PIT) is far too high
on several counts, First, higher income seg-
ments of taxpayers, also benefitted by the
exemption and reduction in tax rates, have
a higher propensity to save, which lowers
their MPC. Second, consumption by these
income groups includes a significant pro-
portion of imported goods and services,

i ion leakage low-

income could be ex-

be only 0.6 per cent.

These estimates are far more realistic.
They yield a growth in GDP of 0.6 per cent,
which is double the increase in disposable
income of 0.3 per cent of GDP. This still
shows a robust ¢ at

snmpuon demand spurred by (he rise in

i comes and th the
repo rate by the RBI by 0.25 per cent. This
could result in spiking inflationary expec-
tations in the economy, which is certainly

work, The finance minister should be com-
plimented for taking this growth inducing
fiscal step that will likely have a positive
impact on investment sentiments and
help trigger a rise in private capacity-
building investment,

The loss in direct tax revenue could re-

triphe objective of fi which

maintaining the level of public capital ex-  ering the domestic economy’s MPC. Third,
i and handinga he  arisein di

middle class. pected to enc deb

Some commentators, including my
friend Krishnamurthy Subramanian (KS),
the former chief economic advisor in the
Ministry of Finance, have argued that the
revenue loss of Rs 1 lakh crore will be more
than compensated by the growthof Rs 5
lakh crore in national income through the

ionof the olier I

which
also raises the effective savings rate. Thus,a
MPC clmcrmos per cent lsa more n:alls-
tic The rise in d in-

sultin either a comp f public capi-
tal expenditure or an increase in govern-
ment borrowings, thereby forcing the

come by Rs 1 lakh crore will, therefore, re-
sultin an increase of Rs 2 lakh crore in
national income and not of Rs 5 lakh crore,

Funm-nmn: KSapphcs memcrnse in

a recent article (Tax cuts will have multi-
plier effects,' |E, February 7), KS argues that
the rise in the disposable income of about
3.1 crore taxpayers as a result of the higher
tax exemption and re-jigging of tax rates,
by 0.3 per cent of the GDF, will result in an
increase in consumption by 3.2 per cent and
an increment of 1.8 per cent in the GDP. |
wish that these eye-popping numbers were
actually correct, Unfortunately, however,
evena prcllmma:y mquuylumheassump-
tions reveals

income t al con-
sump(mn and GDP levels to estimate the
positive impact of the rise in disposable in-
comes, This is a mistake as the increase in
disposable income should be seen in rela-
tion to nominal levels of expected con-
sumpuonandCDP in FY2025-26.The nom-

nalc 1inFY26i

to abandon the target for the
reduction in fiscal deficit. There is a visible
slowdown in government public capex in
the budget estimates for FY26. Capital ex-
penditure is slated to be Rs 11.2 lakh crore in
FY26, virtually the same as the budget es-
timate for public capex in 2024-25 of Rs
11.11 lakh crore. With nominal GDP ex-
pected to rise by 10.1 per cent, this implies
adedline in public capex as a share of GDP,
This will imply a lower investment multi-
phcr mmpancd m the pmvxous two years

to be Rs 200 lakh crore and the nominal
GDP is estimated to be Rs 324 lakh crore,
Therefore, with the more realistic MPC of
0.5 per cent and the resultant rise in con-
i Rs 2 lakh crore, the actual con-

g these
lmmnbchypﬂhoh:
KS's assumption of the marginal

sumption growth will be 1 per cent (2 di-
vided by 200) and the growth in GDP will

and will ct
of the consumption mumphcr

The persistent and principal weakness
inthe country's current economic situation
is the tepid performance of private invest-
ment over the last few years, This weakness
inprivate investment could result in aweak
supply response to the rise in private con-

Therefore, the key policy meas-
ure for realising a consumption-driven ac-
celeration in GDP growth is to catalyse pri-
vate investment by improving the
investment climate in the country.

In this context, the more important
measure announced in the budget is !hl‘

from ideal. A large number of cases remain
unreported especially when the accused is
a known person, and even when cases are
reported, victims traverse a difficult legal
receiving little or no support.
Inthiscontext, the Bombay High Court’s
comments are concerning. Justice Jadhav
noted that although the girl was a minor,
“the facts of the present case indicate that
she (the 14-year-old victim) had sufficient
ity toknow the full ir
port of her actions.” The judge further re-
marked, “The girl was Inbvc with the man,

anted
™ Higher courts must interpret the law as
it stands, ensuring that justice is served
based on existing statutes and legal princi-
ples. It is the responsibility of Parliament to
change or amend the law if it isdeemed in-
adequate or outdated. It would be prudent
for high courts to avoid making overreach-
of acase while granting bail as they demor-
alise victims and send a wrong message to
the lower courts. These comments may also
adversely impact the outcome of the trial,

aconsensual encounter”, el n_M‘;ylu a mm::;anen arz
These comments are problematic be- chiidren. Views are personal
| LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I
TALK, DON'T FIGHT NO DOWNSIDES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Talk it

THIS REFERS TO the article, The lan-

‘with the Mysore state (now Kamataka)
based un the 1881 census, Whlch

out’ (IE, Fcbruary 5). The roots of the guagcs we speak’ (IE, February 25).

ktothe Chief Minister should em-

onolslzn.-s in 1956, Despite  brace the Three Language Formula (TFL)

it having a significant Marathi-speak-  without conflating it with state politics
ing population, Belagavi was merged  or th Jnm The

choose the

Offering multiple languages at crucial

439 per cent

leamning.

ers and 26.04 per cent Marathi speak-
ers. The flare-up comes after a bus con-
ductor and a driver from Karnataka
were allegedly assaulted for not speak-
ing in Marathi, reigniting tensions that
have pcrsismd since the 1960s.

setting up of a high-level c
ﬂcmfylhervgulamryxﬂmmphxxtbun

of the minis-
tersof lwnnatcs have fuelled tensions.
It

den for private investors and
measures for eliminating them, Given the
critical nature of implementing these meas-
ures to restore investor confidence, the fi-
nance minister should chair this commit-
tee. Measures to root out petty but
widespread rent-seeking; reduce investor
harassment and eliminate the prevailing
uncertainty require the highest possible
level of political backing. The committee
could also include state finance ministers,
Such a committee will send the strongest

the issue. Dialogue not violence musx
be the way forward.
SS Paul, Nadia

FOR A COMEBACK

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The new
right’ (IE, February 25). The rise of far-
right parties is not merely due to peo-
ple being “convinced" of a hateful nar-
rative. In many cases, they are

signal hi perceives itself
as a promoter and supporter of private in-
vestors and will do whatever is necessary
to release the latent animal spirits, thereby
ushering in an era of rapid and sustained
economic growth.

The writer is Chairman Pahlé India
Foundation and former
Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog

epaper.indianexpressicom Il .

with the status quo and

nitive flexibility. This is a welcome step
for our education system. It will also
preserve our cultural roots and linguis-
tic heritage.

Shaswat Jena, Ghaziabad

TRUSTING THE ECI
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Doing the
right thing' (IE, February 24). As the
challenges of organising elections have
increased, so has the Election
Commission’s responsibility to ensure
that they are free and fair. It is worri-
some that people are losing faith in the
ECI. Their trust in the body took a fur-
ther hit when the executive was givena
dominant position in determining its
n. Sweden's independent V-
Dem Institute demoted India to an
“electoral autocracy”, The government's

looking evenif they dis-

recent to nominate the chief elec-
tionc issi without waiti

agree with the parties’ stand.

gration and minorities. Their focus is

their day-to-day survival. Any left-lean-

ing parties that want to make a come-

back need to acknowledge this reality.
Anany Mishra, 8hilai

the Supreme Court’s imminent ruling
on petitions contesting the process re-
veals its unwillingness to include the CJI
on the selection panel.

Kamal Laddha, Bengoluru
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— THis WORD MEANS
NAKSHA

A new initiative, announced in the Budget, aimed at
updating records of land in urban areas of the country

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHL FEBRUARY 25

ing the financial position of urban local
bodies,”
Sitharaman said in her Budget speech

Finance Minister Nirmala

on july 23,2024

UNION RURAL Development Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched
NAKSHA or the *National geospatial
Knowledge-based land Survey of urban
Habitations” (NAKSHA) initiative last
week from Raisen in Madhya Pradesh.

In her Budget speech this year, she
said, “Urban sector reforms related to
governance, municipal services, urban
land, and planning will be incentivised.”

Once completed, NAKSHA is ex-
pected to provide benefits such as com-

‘What is NAKSHA?

NAKSHA is a city survey and mapping
initiative nndenhc Digital India Land
a P

RMP). It is spearheaded by the Depart-
ment of Land Resources (DolR) under the
Ministry of Rural Development. A one-
year pilot program has been launched in
152 urban local bodies across 26 states.
According to the DoLR, “The NAKSHA
program aims to create a mmprdwn»

Eu:n'un inland disputes, faster and more
efficient urban planning and improved
property tax collection.

How much will NAKSHA cost?

According to the 2011 Census, India
has 7,933 towns covering 1.02 lakh
square km of the total 32.87 lakh square
km geographical area. NAKSHA will
cover 4,142.63 square km under the pi-
I m,m.

sive and hase for
urban land records. By integrating acrial
and field surveys with advanced GIS
technology, the program enhances effi-
ciency in land governance, streamlines
property ownership records, and facili-
tates urban planning "

is entirely centrally

funded. with the pilot project expected
to cost about Rs 194 crore. At the unit
level, the cost varies depending on the
camera used. For a simple camera, the
cost is about Rs 25,000 to Rs 30,000 per
square km, while for a 3D camera, it can

goupto Rs 60,000,

‘Why was this program needed?

The program addresses the need for
updating land records in urban areas.
While the land record system has im-
proved in rural areas over time, several
cities lack maps even today. Barring a few
states such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Goa, most states in India
have outdated or unstructured land

How will the survey be done?

Drones, aerial photography, and high-
resolution cameras will be used. The
three-stage process will first see the se-
lection of an area and the drawing of a
flight plan for a drone survey, Data will
then be extracted from the drone flights.

lnth:sccnndsugr aﬁcldsuvtyvﬁll

records, causing inefficiencies in gover-
nance and taxation, a DoLR official told
The Indian Express.

The idea was first mooted in the
Union Budget last year. “Land records in

ground.

szlls surh as property tax, ownership,
and registration deeds will be linked with
each land parcel and property. Thereafter,
2D/3Dmodels will be prepared and draft

urban areas will be digitised with GIS

mapping, An I'T—bascd system for prop- In the third stage, claims and objec-
erty record tions will be for and ad-
and tax administration will be estab-  dressed. Following these, the final maps
lished. These will also facilitate improv-  will be published.

FORTHE FIRSTTIME, AGENETIC
DISORDER TREATEDINTHE WOMB

FOLLOWING THE first-ever
treatment for a rare genetic
disorder known as spinal
muscular atrophy (SMA) in
the womb, scientists say a

to patients to slow the pro-
gression of SMA. Risdiplam is
typically given to a patient
soon after birth — the earlier
the intervention, the better

two-year-old girl shows no the results seem to be.
signs of the disease. PAPER Therefore, in the new trial,

The girl's mother began CLIP scientists decided toa admin-
:‘akmg the ,,.- mlstr;.;; birth for

rug during late o e first time,

and the child continuesto  VEW RESEARCH “The mother, who was 32
takeit. weeks pregnant, took

The results of the treatment were Rlsdqiam da:ly for six weeks, The baby

published last week in the * journal The

started

New England Journal of Medicine. week old, and will probably continue to
SMA is a debilitating genmc condi-  take it for the rest of her life,” the Nature

tion which affects motor neurons report said.
and leads to prog The scientists found that the girl had

sive muscle weakening. “About one in
every 10,000 births have some form of

higher levels uf the SMN pmcin in her

the condition — making it a leading ge-

bamwnm d\ecﬂ\dmnThryrl mned
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The UN vote on Ukraine

The dramatic duelling on the third anniversary of the war spotlighted the widening rift between the US
and Europe. India held its neutral line — its abstentions reflected its policy of strategic multi-alignment

How US-Europe

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 25

THE UNITED STATES suffered setbacks in two
duels with its European allies at the United
Nations General Assembly before it pulled
one back at the Security Council on Monday,
the third anniversary of the war in Ukraine.

Attheend of the day’s drama, the transat-
lantic partnership that is already facing an
existential threat from a US policy reversal
under President Donald Trump appeared to
have frayed further.

India abstained on both UNGA resolu-
tions, Hnulllm
but i ic

Here's what happened
Ukninc introduced a three-page resolu-
Russia’s from

Vote results are displayed at the UN
General Assembly on Monday. Reueers

lts trmtury “de-escalation, an early cessa-
tion of hostilities and a peaceful resolution
of the war against Ukraine”, and a “compre-
hensive, lasting and just peace”.

The US brought its own three-paragraph
resolution seeking “a swift end to the con-
flictand... a lasting peace between Ukraine
and Russia”, but did not condemn Russia's
aggression, Earlier this month, Trump had
accused President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of
“starting” the war.

Ukraine's resolution was passed 93-18,
with 65 abstentions. The Group of 7(G7) bar-
ring the US voted with the Ukrainians; the
Americans, Russians, and Israelis voted
against. China, Russia’s close ally since the
war began, abstained.

When the US resolution was taken up,
France proposed amendments saying the
conflict was the result of a “full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation”.
After the amendments were mmrpuﬂn.d

(WTO), UNESCO, and World Health
Otganizaljon(WHOL

both sid

‘break’ is

changing

the ‘world order’

AAKASH JOSHI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 25

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP has proposed

that Palestinians should be removed from

the Gaza Strip, and the area should be turmed

into a “riviera” under American control.
The Uni 1 h

Indeed, while Trump's outreach to
President Viadimir Putin may end the con-
flict in Ukraine early, a possible unintended
consequence of the US action could be a re-
assessment by the middle powers of their
approach towards China.

Politics at home, pollcy abroad

Itcanbe inofficeand

versed its policy on the Russia-Ukraine war
— and to be now working with the Kremlin
to forcea onkj

and it has been walking the diplomatic
since the beginning of the war. The
strategic multi-alignment is part of New
Delhi’s diplomatic toolkit, which helped
when the 2023 G20 Leaders Summit pro-
duced a joint communique.
However, New Dethi has never supported
the Russian aggression against Ukraine —
and it has flagged the need to respect “terri-

yiv.

_Inboth these conflicts, America seems
for ties
that are the worst affected — Palestinians and

Ukrainians — being represented.
Trump's detractors have argued that the
“rules-based order” that the US and its
Western allies have championed vis-g-vis
China in the Indo-Pacific and Russia in
Europe is now under threat from the US itself.

a few announcements, even if they have
come from the US President, are not enough
to pronounce the end of the post-Cold War
order. But there is another factor that may be
more salient than Trump's Ukraine gambit.
Broadly, since the fall of the Berlin Wall
in 1989, forei icies of the
ers have been domestic politics-proof. Inthe
UK, for example, until Brexit, both Labour and

Yy broadly
in the positions they took on the “big ques-
tions” of foreign policy.

torial integrity” and "sovereignty”, the "UN Even in India, the broad direction of for-
charter, and “international law”. Prime Nature of the ‘threat’ mgn policy — the growing closeness to the
Minister i J theF Labinthe ia, and even
President Putin in September 2022 that “this ~ Defense and Security Dep: atthe policy — has not been up-
isnot an era of war™. ‘Washington think tank Ccnll'r for Strategic  ended by changes of guard in New Delhi.
India had also condemned the Bucha  and International a:gun:d ina paper Bu('l'nnnpstkcmmsmbymasa
massacre early in the war, and bxhed the weekthat Tr “great di —anevent as
call foran a" " ord far- Mikhail Gorbachev’s term in

probe —
because Tthdhl hasbeen generally wary

mcUSdendcdh bstai
tion, 8with73

A resolution similar to the original US
draft was then moved in the 15-member
Security Coundil, where Russia vetoed the

This
pmed 10-0, with France and the UK among
the 5 abstentions.

The UNSC vote took place as President
Trump met President Emmanuel Macron of
France in the White House, and the two lead-
ers had a call with other leaders of the G7.

Change in the US position

This was the first time since President
Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine that the
US voted with Russia and against its Western
allies in the UN — a major departure and a
break with Europe.

“Imagine a situation in which [football
superstars| Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo start playing for the opponent’s
team after half-time," a senior European
diplomat told The indian Express. “That is
what the US has done to Europe. After three
years of supporting us on Ukraine, they are
now playing on the side of the Russians,” the
diplomat said.

The changed US position was in line with
Trump'sdirect outreach to Putin, his insults

of suchi
Ncwamhasalwzysmmdnmns
mdwsldcaf'pcacr Bynsvm:mdmlmon
has

nﬂmﬂrmuf'qﬁ;lgdirﬂm'.

big pow-
cttend to ifonlyfor
aﬁm&mhmdcrhwufﬂrinivals

mhcemmpam'dbyTrumps ing of
the position taken by the US in the conflict.
Sources in the Indian foreign policy es-

idence fmm the Hellenic world to modtm
times, has k

the USSR This appears remarkable because
democracies with strong institutions are
seen as being more stable and considered
th

party

The US and the UK aren't the only coun-
tries where domestic politics has become
more consequential than before for foreign
policy. The rise of the far right across Europe
— from the AfD's dramatic success in
Sunday’s German federal election to Marine
Le Pen’s ambition of entering the Elysée

the idea of Europe as an

tablishment said this had been a “difficult k icand
call, bu(llﬂuh.lddmdcdm“)wldﬂmlmc nilurypuwtrhzwhidawrylmmdsaym
—an ion of the strategic their
Indian foreign policy. Th manyc v ts  Palace —
lie in colonialism. Consider: ccnnomic and geopolitical unit.
...And one signiﬂcant nuance W At the Berlin Conference of 1884-85,

dm:ct US Russu lalks on Ukraine and the
rapidly changing contours of mc transat-
lantic alliance, Indi

colonial powers tarvcd up Africa

among lineson

indeed, changes in domestic politics in
scvcnl countries are being drivenby a new
kind of ism, what st af-

the map llut ignored geographical and cul-
0 the ground. In the subcon-

of the war skightly — moving from “two par-
ties to the conflict” to the broader *) pamcs
concemned”.

'sForeign

tinent, the Durand Line remains a source of
conflict between Afghanistan and Pakistan

fairs analyst C Raja Mohan has called the
“Con-intern” a nascent ideological formation
akin to the Comintern or Communist
lntr_rn;homl[lwnded in Moscow in 1919).

more than 130 years it

|sa|}ypiniy
about Americaand E

W The Ftbrua.ry 1945 Yalta C

Minister Sergey' he siceli ¥ the
(G20 Foreign Ministers’ meeting mjnhamms-

dlilogue and dlplumxy |on the conflict].

Today, thc world npcns that parties con-
chother

ThlS was different from what Pavan

Kapoor, thrlndm representative at the peace

netic cause of death in infants and chil-
dren," according to a report in Nature.
The condition is caused by

after 30 munlhs Iud normal musdcde—

with no sign of atrophy, ac-

in the survival motor neuron gene
{SMN1) which causes a dcﬁcltnty of a
protein crucial for the of
neurons in the spinal cord.

For the treatment, scientists used an
oral drug called risdiplam, which is given

cording to reports.

Scientists said that the success of the
trial had opened doors
to see whether the findings could be

replicated.

for larger studies
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Pope Francis is ailing:

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 25

THOUSANDS WERE praying for Pope
Frandis in St Peter’s Square in Vatican City
as the 88-year-old pontiff remained ina
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17" FEBRUARY 2025

\ 080

2 Months
JMARCH 2025

£220.6330  wwwsiramandravi.com

Since 1415, all popes except one have
died in office. Benedict XVI, Francis's pred-
ecessor who assumed the in 2005,
retired in 2013, citing a “lack of strength of
mind andbndy'

m@smmuﬂmuhmnapﬂm

critical condition in Rome's nunciation or abdication?
Gemelli hospital where he was
admitted on February 14 If the Pope dies
 The Pope has pneumonia GLOBAL Detailed laves and rituals,
some dating back to the
anammmtdashyi Middle Ages, govern the

provement mhlsumdmonm'[usday it
remains precarious.
Thz fragl-ty of the punnﬂ‘s health ha

nzderc_{mﬁunqt!ppemﬂ!lm

the po 128e!

ummit

of y, and the of both
Ukraine and Europe from the talks between
the Americans and the Russians that took
place in Riyadh on February 12
Trump wants a “deal” with Russia to end
the war — perhaps by Easter. He wants access

said on June 16, 2024. Kapoor, who is now
Iﬂas[kmlyNabmu]Semmvamsmd
“We uch. n.-

which ly bed to the setting up of the
Cold War camps, was arguably the moment
when the US formally became the security
provider for the “West”, The leaders of the
s, mL‘Um.aMﬂtUKmﬁinm:MSca

ontrade, tariffs, defence,, andcvmn!nmty It
islalsol 2CTOSS.
national borders within the West coming to-
gether to challenge liberal orthodoxy on vari-
mslssuts_ﬂm(m—.mn islikely toleavean

resort f Germany
and Europe. French ludtrcha'ludccndh
was excluded — this is still seen as a slight by
many in France.

Does Trump's approach towards the
Palestinians and the Ukrainians signal a re-
tumn to this imperialist mindset?

Everyact nluS mmrvumom’sm over the
Latin America, Asia, Middle

as slncm.-and pﬁmaltrwncm bﬁwu'n

Em.onghmlsun haspwmln:dcms of

to Ukraine's mineral -arbons, but

Ukraine

Iti is non:worthy tha( mc 93 votes con-

maswtiastlw(wap'nmmdwuxmm

farless
than the 140-plus cast in favour of Ukraine
in previous UN resolutions — and less than
half the UNGA membership of 193.

India’s UN abstentions...
= :

ngpeammuhzu\:

fli o

viz Russia and Ukraine, to the more general

“parties concerned” widens the frame to in-

chude other countries — perhaps the US, with

or without Europe. Despite thr reference to
“two

" earlier,

Before Monday, India had ined at
the UNSC at least six times and at the UNGA
at least 12 times on resolutions on the
Ukraine war. It has al i war-re-

parties to the conflict™ had been very specific.
The reframing is an acknowledgment of
the ical lvallnrslhathivcmrgzd

lated resolutions at other global

" This cry isnow
being heard as the US appears to move to-
wards a more isolationist stance in Europe
— even though there does seem to be less
outrage, at least in the West, about the idea
of occupying Palestine.

Some amlys(s havc argu:d lhat tht US
bargain
awedge between Moscuw and Beijing. The
success of sucha

policy legacy for the world on
European security, global trade,” Raa Mohan
wiote in The Indian Express on February 20.

India in a changing world

The fact that political changes in some
countries can now deeply impact foreign
policy is a major reason for the foreseeable
uncertainty in the world.

New Delhi has been broadly successful in

its“balancing act™ inan increasingly polarised
world. The “multi-alignment” strategy —
India has ties with Russia, Europe, the US and
Israel and Palestine — has helped protect its
interests, That challenge could becorme more
difficult if the US under Trump begins to see
all ties through a zero-sum prism.

That New Delhi is opening doors for a

thaw with Bujng and continues to engage
vith all the. isa

Iﬂh:Mmld!Confmﬂuo(lQH Bnnsh
NevilleC

dtcummuwnmdﬁmhmdt

Cﬂman spmlu;g. parts of the former

such as the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), World Trade Organization

regnum,

Pope’s

name thrice —and pro-

an
diplomatic space for New Dclrn to mamg
its relationships, sources said.

hald.llnmmpHukr

ean powers could not prevent World Warl.

or it i Hilu:

and fmptﬂvcvmtgm&?ﬁn‘s
Bnhapk:ldml\qz mpdﬁxln
dispens-

sign.
For the foreseeable future, it will likely con-
tinue its “wait and watch” strategy, while ac-
tively being a voice for peace. The latest sig-
nal came on Monday, when New Delhi
abstained on UN votes on two resolutions,
one of which was seen as being supportive
of Russia and the other of Ukraine.

How does the Catholic Church choose a new Pope?

the rule of the Church falls to the College.
Within 15-20 days, cardinals under age

80 the par
pate in the papal conclave, the secret elec-
tion i

mthhﬂ!dvumfﬁnsmdwfqm

The cardinals, who are sequtsn:rrd in

ably lead the Czthollc Ch!m:h evenif he

Thy isverified by
the cardinal who serves as the treasurer of
the Church. He ceremonially calls out the

The Ring of the Fisherman, the Pope's
signet ring bearing the seal of his papacy, is

broken off to symbalise the end of his rule.
it and

the cameriengo informs the College of
Cardinals that the Pope is no more. The

enaperindianexpresecom BBl BB

Tht funeral is held within four to six
days and isled by the Dean of the College of
Cardinals. Most popes are buried under-
neath St Peter’s Basilica, but Pope Francis
decided in 2022 that he should be buried
away from the Vatican, in the Santa Maria
Maggiore Basilica in Rome.

Sede Vacante
With the passing or of the

eul mmdsunxilas.@:unddzmawys

ugﬂmdwsnntylldal\:pt.bhckmhe
is released from the chapel; white smoke
signals the election of a new Pope.

A representative from the College of
Cardinals stands in the main balcony of St
Peter’s Basilica and announces “Habemus
papam (We have a Pope]". The new Pope,

a that usually honours

Pope begins the period of Sede Vacante,
meaning “the seat is vacant”, during which

a saint or a predecessor, then delivers his
first add: balcony.
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This photo taken on January 20, 2025, and released by Guo Qingshan, shows the *puppy mountain™ — which went viral over the Intemet in China — in Yichang, a city in central

Researchers spot a clue as to why
human and mouse genomes overlap

Parts of human, mouse, chicken, and dog DNA called ultra-conserved elements have remained completely unchanged for the last 80 million yes

constraints preserved them so precisely across such diverse genomes? For years, scientists were unsure

D.P, Kashekar

ighty million years ago humans,
rats, and mice shared the same
mammalian ancestor,

More recently, researchers
made the astonishing discovery that even
today our genomes contain close to 500
segments that have remained totally
unchanged since then, These segments
are called ultra-conserved elements
(UCEs). Nearly all the UCEs are also highly
unchanged in the chicken and dog
genomes, and many are significantly
conserved in fish, too,

What biological constraint maintained
the UCEs intact in so many different
genomes for these tens of millions of
years?

For a long time scientists had no idea
so much so that our ignorance was
considered profound.

But a team made a breakthrough this
year. Researchers led by David J. Elliott of
Newcastle University in the UK reported
in EMBO Journal that a UCE in a mouse
gene has an important role in limiting the
production of the protein encoded by this

ne.

Using genetic engineering, they deleted
this gene in mouse testes, and found that
these mice over-produced the
corresponding protein in their testes, The
overproduction resulted in death of the
sperm-producing cells and the mice
becoming infertile.

This result suggested that if the UCE
underwent any change that interfered
with its role in limiting that protein’s
levels, it would result in loss of 5
production. Thus the altered UCE would
not be itted to the next i
accounting for the maintenance of the
UCE across species.

From gene to protein

The DNA is a double-helix molecule. Each
helix is a string of four bases, The double
helix is held together because a base on
one strand bonds with a base on the
other. Each bond represents a base-pair.
A gene is a relatively short stretch of the
DNA molecule, typically only a few
thousand base-pairs long,

When a gene is ‘expressed’, the cell
copies its sequence of bases into a
messenger RNA (mRNA) and loads it onto
a cellular machine called the ribosome.
There its base sequence specifies the
sequence amino acids should be stitched
together to make the protein encoded by
the gene.

The mRNA also has any one of three
short sequences of bases called stop
codons, When the ribosome encounters a
stop codon, it stops adding more amino

SHOT

What biological

but this year, a research team made a breakthrough

E

Nearly all the UCEs are also highly unchanged in the chicken and dog genomes, and many are significantly conserved In fish, too. GETTY maGEs

acids and releases the newly synthesised
protein,

Our genome contains 20,000 genes
that code for proteins and another
20,000 used to make RNA that influence
the expression of other genes.

(Some DNA sequences, called
promoters and enhancers, bind to
regulatory proteins which specify when
and where other genes are copied into
mRNA. These too are called genes
because changes in their sequence can
have visible effects on the organism.)

The poison exon

Researchers first identified UCEs as DNA
sequences longer than 200 base-pairs that
retained perfect sequence identity across
the human, rat, and mouse genomes.
That is, they hadn't tolerated even a single
base-pair change in the last 80 million
years.

Most UCEs don't code for proteins.
Initially researchers thought the UCEs
might be exceptionally long enhancers, A
subset even showed enhancer activity in
the mouse. However, mice bearing altered
wversions of UCEs didn't have significantly
perturbed enhancer function, so the
enhancer role couldn’t account for the
extreme conservation,

The fact that some UCEs could be
deleted from the genome without any
observable consequence only added to
their intrigue.

After the RNA is copied from a gene's
DNA strand, the cell subjects it to a

China's Hubes Province. The tendency to see a face where none exists in an Image is called pareidolia. a»

™
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The fact that UCE 1

maturation step called splicing: splicing
removes, or splices out, segments called
introns from the newly made mRNA. The
segments retained in the mature mRNA
are called exons,

For some genes, an intron is removed
from only a subset of mRNA molecules
but retained in the rest. This gives rise to
alternative forms of mRNA called splice
variants: they vary in whether they
contain an intron.

The mouse Tra2b gene has eight
introns and nine exons. Interestingly, the
Tra2f) protein that the gene encodes for is
used for splicing. There is a UCE
embedded within the first intron of the
Tra2b gene. Once the level of the Tra2f)
protein rises above a certain threshold in
the cell, it recognises this UCE as an
additional exon to be included in a new
splice variant of the gene's mRNA.

The new exon does not introduce new
protein-coding sequences. Instead, it
contains multiple stop codons that cause
protein synthesis to terminate, the mRNA
to fall off the ribosome, and then the
mRNA to enter a degradation pathway.

Effectively, the new exon prevents
further accumulation of the Tra2fy
protein, Hence it is also called a poison
exon,

In sum, the UCE in the Tra2b gene’s
first intron acts as a poison exon that
limits the production of the Tra2jy
protein,

A precise intervention

A protein named Cre can recognise
certain short sequences in the DNA and
bind to them. The binding causes the
DNA sequence located between the two
short sequences to be cut out.

The researchers inserted these
sequences into the first intron of the
Tra2b gene, on either side of the UCE.
Next, they engineered mice to express Cre
in only the sperm-producing cells of the
testes, These mice thus lacked the poison
exon and were unable to limit the
production of the Tra2f} protein in their
testes. This led to death of the
sperm-producing cells,

Admittedly, completely cutting out a
UCE from the genome is not the same as
changing one or a few of its base-pairs. As
af now, we know no biological function
that depends on a unigue 200 base-pair
DNA sequence.

If altering even a single base-pair of the
UCE keeps it from being included as a
poison exon in the Tra2b splice variant
and renders the mouse infertile, then an
80-million-year-old mystery will be
cracked.

The new study represents a big step
towards achieving this goal.

(D.P. Kashekar is a retired scientist,
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)

THE GIST

When the UCE was deleted in
some mice, they
aver-produced the
corresponding protein. This
resulted in death of the
sperm-producing cells and
Infertility. Thus the altered
UCE would not be transmitted
10 the next generation

-

Researchers first identified
UCES as DNA sequences
longer than 200 base-pairs.
Most UCEs don't code for
proteins. initially it was
thought UCEs might be
enhancers. However, mice
bearing altered versions of
UCEs didn’t have significantly
perturbed enhancer function
v

The mouse TroZb gene has
eight introns and nine exons,
It carries a UCE in the first
Intron. Once the level of
TraZf} protein it encodes rises
it recognises this UCE as an
additional exon. The new
exon contains stop codons
that terminate protein
synthesis, hence it is also
called a palson exon

v

As of now, we knaw no
biological function that
depends on a unique 200
base-pair DNA sequence. If
altering even a single
base-pair of the UCE keeps it
from being Included as a
polson exon and renders the
mouse infertile, then an
80-million-year-old mystery
will be cracked

Leaping through time

Q: While leap
years get an
extra day, why
are century
years left out
unless
divisible by

4007

A: A tropical year is the time
(365.242199 days) the earth
takes to revolve around the
sun once. By having just 365
days in a calendar year,
0.242199 days are lost each
year. To correct this error,
Julius Caesar introduced a
four-year cycle. The first three
years had 365 days each and
the fourth year had 366 days.

This correction was later
found to be an overestimation
of the year by 11 minutes and
14 seconds, amounting to
5.1204 days in 400 years. A
course correction was brought
about: to drop three days in
400 years. As a result, century
years are not leap years unless
divisible by 400.

Time measurements and
calendars have often been
refined over the years. The one
followed now is the Gregorian
calendar, named after Pope
Gregory Xill of the 16th

Time measurements and calendars have often been
refined over the years. ALEXEY SAVCHENRD UNSPLASH

years whereas 1700, 1800, 1900, 2100, etc. even
though divisible by 4 would be normal years
with just 365 days.

Accurate atomic clocks have recently detected
a slowing down of the earth due to the moon's
drag, by about 0.06 microseconds per year. It is
not easy to account for such changes even
though they affect our calculations of the date
and time of the equinoxes. Nonetheless, the
present system is working satisfactorily.

century. The pope For feedback and suggestions
promulgated an order in 1582 for ‘Science’, please write to
that only century years sclence@thehindu.co.in

divisible by 400 would be leap

with the subject ‘Daily page’
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How political consultancies
are rewriting Indian elections

While the impact of political consultancy firms on our politics continues to remain murky, there are disturbing

indicators of how they can de-institutionalise political parties in the name of business

s Nan
Divyansh Nautiyal

he New Delhi elections bore
witness to an intense battle of
narratives, with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BIP) promising a
double-engine sarkaar to voters while
battering the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for
its failures in governance, and its myriad
corruption scandals, While the AAP
attempted to reframe the discourse to
welfare, and the Centre-State conflict, it
nonetheless resulted in a rout for the
party. The writers of these narratives,
however, were not named on
constituency tickets, but worked in the
background, to prepare, package and
professionalise the parties in fray.
Indlia’s tryst with political consultancy
firms has been well documented, It
started with Viplay Communications
(founded in 2003) assisting a newer
generation of MPs with their campaigns,
It rose to prominence by strategising the
Naveen Parnaik-led Biju Janata Dal's
palgn in the Odisha A ly
elections of 2009, A distinct marker was
the use of novelties such as the
SuperCaller, which enabled them to reach
hundreds of thousands of voters daily
with pre-recorded messages. Since then,
an outcrop of firms, including the
Populus Empowerment Network (PEN),
Showtime Consulting and JPAC Persona
have consolidated their positions as
important stakeholders in Indian
elections, They have been hired by parties
like the BJP and the Congress as well as
reglonal parties like the Trinamool
Congress, and the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagnm. With respect to AAP, [PAC
(Indian Political Action Committee)
spearheaded its campaign for the New
Delhi elections,

Americanising Indian elections

The rise of political consultancy firms
represents an increasing
‘Americanisation’ of Indian election
npaigns, These firms work in a war
room-like setting with professionals from
the 11Ty, 1IMs and NLUs, They focus on
data collection through voter surveys,
social media and micro-targeted digital
campaigns. The consultancy firms' ability
to introduce sophisticated campaign
technologies enable parties to shift from
traditional ground-level mobili o
tech-driven voter engagement.

ally, Indian elections were

, with political ideologies and
grassroots mobilisation playing a
dominant role, However, there is a trend
towards personality-centric campaigns,
where individual leaders overshadow
their parties. Consultancy firms build a
U.S.-presidential style campaign narrative
around individual leaders rather than
party ideology or collective leadership.
The influential role of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in winning elections for
the BIP, or the Congress constantly
relying on Opposition Jeader Rahul
Gandhi for their electoral prospects
elucidate this trend.

The nature of political campaigns has
also evolved into a more permanent and
continuous process. Political leaders and
parties remain in a perpetual state of
campaigning, using social media
narratives, television appearances, and

Different methods: A child waves the Congress flag during a rally for Delhi elections on January 30, ar

frequent rallies to maintain voter
engagement even between elections. The
increasing reliance on television and
digital media has further reinforced the
role of political consultants, with political
advertising, cinematic-style campaign
videos, and aggressive PR campaigns
becoming common features of Indian
elections.

The erasure of party cadre

As political consultancy firms continue to
gain a foothold in Indian politics, their
consolidation also reflects u deeper
institutional problem within India's
political parties, In u democracy, political

parties serve as an intermediary between
the state and the people and perform
multiple functions by doing so. They
maobilise the electorate by engaging with
citizens, understanding the issues which
affect them and articulating them through
thelr manifestos and policy solutions,
However, the functioning of political
parties in India is plagued by numerous
problen:

A concentration of power
within top leadership in many parties,

Trinamool Congress, the Nationalist
Congress Party and Samajwadi Party,
which resemble single family outfits, and

are controlled by their satraps, Decisions
on aspects ranging from the nomination
of candidates to deciding the basic stance
and strategy of the party reflect the
diktats of top leadership rather than the
democratic collective choice of the party
as a whole, With party cadres
increasingly being unheard,

underfunded, and unorganised, political
parties became institutionally weak which
left a vacuum that has now been occupied
by political consultancy firms. A senior
consultant who was involved in the
Maharashtra elections (2024) remarked
that ‘political consultancy firms are hired
by the top leadership of the party and
directly engage with them for poll
campaigning’. They undertake the very
tasks which the cadre of a party Is
supposed to undertake - relay the
feedback of the public to the top
leadership of the party, understand the
issues of the electorate, take voter surveys
and frame pertinent issues for the polls
among others.

While the involvement of consultants
could boost electoral prospects of a party,
its latent effects necessitate further
scrutiny, In relying on consultants to
understand ground realities in politics,
political parties essentially bypass their
cadre, Moreover, the feedback of
consultants is often prioritised over that
of the party workers/local leaders/MLAs,
According to 4 consultant recently
involved in the Delhi elections, this also
creates friction between the consultants
and party workers who feel their role is
being deliberately undermined by
‘outsiders’. The dominance of the political
consultant, coupled with personality-cult
politics, systematically sidelines the cadre
structure and prevents the growth of
independent power centres within a
party.

With the increasing involvement of
political consultancy firms within party
structures, concerns have also emerged
about unelected individuals exerting a
disproportionate influence over decisions
that should rest solely with
democratically elected representatives, In
the case of the Trinamool Congress-1-PAC
collaboration in West Bengal, there were
allegations that the consultancy firm
wielded significant influence over ticket
distribution, the selection of key poll
Issues, and even governance after the
party had come to power, It raises
important questions about the
accountability of these firms in a
democracy and the extent of their impact
on political parties,

By outsourcing such functions to
politically neutral or ‘agnostic'
professionals who focus solely on the
process of campaigning itself, the
ideological platform of a party becomes
second fiddle. Politics Is deeply
ideological, tumultuous, and
contradictory, but not an inconvenience
to be bypassed. When these aspects of
electioneering are outsourced to a firm, it
weakens the link between the political
party and the voters.

While the impact of political
consultancy firms on our politics
continues to remain murky, there are
disturbing indicators of how they can
de-institutionalise political parties in the
name of business, The clientele of these
firms - the political parties — must
grapple with their reality, rather than shy
away from it. They must work towards
institutional strength, bolster their
internal democracy and constantly
engage with citizens t fulfil their
mandate as important stakeholders of a
democracy. For the long term, parties
need to go back to the drawing board and
revisit their founding principles.

Aadya Narain is a student at Jindal
Global Law School. Divyansh Nautiyal
studies at the NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad
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Please send in your answers to
dallyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Virat Kohli scored a century on Sunday, making it his 51st ODI ton. Here is &
quiz on some of his milestones

Sindhu Nagara) [N

QUESTION 4
o Virat Kohli has scored
QUESTION 1 the most ru

On Sunday, Virat KoM also

achieved another feat with

respect 1o 1tal runs in ar year was this?
001, How many did he .
score? In how many QUESTION §

Innings did he reach this

match awards

N
QUESTION 2

In Test cricket, he has got

player of th
the most number of wing
as captain of India. How times for each
many wins aut of how respectively?
many matches? o

. QUESTION &
QUESTION 3

Kohli has scored the most
double hundreds by an

Indian player. How many? | many?
™

s In a single
edition of the 001 World
Cup, with T65. In which

In T201, Kohli Is the
player to have gotten
the most player of the
and

awards. How many

Kohli is also the player
o have scored the most
muns In the IPL, How

Visual question:
In this Image taken on September 30, 2024, Virat Kohli completed another milestone, a feat he

achieved on the fourth day of the Test against Bangladesh, He is only the second Indian cricketer
to have dane this, and the fourth overall, What is the milestone?

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's daily quiz: 1, The
year in which India and Pakistan faced
off in a world cup for the first time,
Ans: 1992

2, The number of players who have
appeared for both India and Pakistan,
Ans: 3, Amir Elahl, Gul Mohammad,
and Abdul Hafeez Kardar

3. This player has scored the most 0DI
runs in the fixture, Ans: Sachin
Tendulkar

4. This player has the highest score in
a single ODI match between two
nations, Ans: Saeed Anwar

5, The number of times Pakistan won
4 match between the two in an ICC

Ans: 4

Visual: Name this batsman, Anst
Javed Miandad

Early Blrds: Dodo Jayaditya| Piyall
Tull| Tam Alan Faith| Abhay Krishan|
Sonali Das

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
8. Upendran

I ARCHIV

“How do you pronounce f.r.e..e.b.i.e?"

“The first syllable ‘free’ s pronounced
like the word ‘free’ and the second
syllable ‘bie’” sounds like the word ‘bee’,
‘The stress is on the first syllable.”

“And a ‘FREEbie’ is anything that is
given away free. Is that correct?”

“Correct. The tape that you're listening
to right now, 1 got it as a freebie.”

“Last week [ got a couple of hand
towels as freebies at the supermarket, But
tell me, where did you get this cassette?”

At the new shop on M.G. Road.”

“If they are giving away freebies, it
must be a pretty big place.”

“There's not enough room to swing a

Not enough room to swing a cat! What
does it mean?”

"It means ‘not enough room to live,
work, etc in’, Many hotels advertise that
they have extra large rooms. But when
you go there, you find there's not enough
TOOm to swing a cat.”

“The same is true of some chit fund
companies as well. There's no room to
swing a cat, But tell me, how did this
expression come into being? And why,
‘swing a cat’ and not a ‘rat’ or a ‘bat'?"

“Different people have offered different
explanations about the origin of this
expression. And the one that I'm going to
tell you has nothing to do with the animal
cat’”

"It doesn’t? What does the ‘cat’ in the
expression ‘no room to swing a cat’ refer
to then?”

“It refers to a whip

“A whip!"

“Yes, You see in the early days of
sailing, sailors were whipped as a sort of
punishment. And the whip that was used

vas called ‘cat-0"nine-tail

“That's a pretty long n

True
to as the s

“I see. And if you wanted to hit
someone really hard with the ‘cat’, you
needed to take a big swing..."

*...and in order to take a big swing, you
needed a Jot of room.”

“1 see. That's interesting. By the way,
what does 'to rubbish someone’ mean?"

“It means to ‘criticise someone or
something contemptuously’, For
example, the Chief Minister's proposal
wis rubbished by all his ministers’,

“Can | say, ‘Many Indians who stay
abroad tend to rubbish India'?*

“Why, even Indians who stay here
rubbish India. It's our national pastime.
Hey, where are you going?"

“Mohan is taking me to a movie!

"Which one?”

"Cat-0"-Nine-Tails."

Published in The Hindu on August 1,
1995,

me for a whip.”
That's why it was usually referred

Word of the day

Meticulous:
marked by precise accordance to detall
Synonym: punctilious

Usage: rhis book is the result of years of
meticwlous research.

Pronunciation: newsth.iive/
meticutouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /mrtkjstis/, /mrtkjules/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Al has an environmental problem

1 has become an
indispensable part of
our lives, transforming
how we work, live, and
do business. Broadly defined, Al
encompasses technologies that
simulate human thinking and
decision-making. While basic
forms of Al have existed since the
19508, the field has advanced
rapidly in recent years, driven by
improvements in computing
r(mr and the exponential surge
in data avallability. With the global
Al market valued at $200 billion
and projected to contribute up to
$15.7 trillion to the global economy
by 2030, Al adoption and its
recognition as a driver of
economic value have reached
unprecedented levels. In the US,,
the announcement of the Stargate
Project, involving more than $500
billion in Al infrastructure
investments over four years, is
testament to this. In India,
Reliance Industries is phnmnl to
build the world's largest data
centre in Jamnagar, in partnership
with Nvidia, India has also
announced plans to build its own
LLM (large language model) to
compete with DeepSeek and
ChatGPT. However, as
governments race to tap Al's
economic potential, it is cruckal to
acknowledge that its rapid rise
brings not only opportunities but
also risks, particularly
environmental costs.

Impact across stages

The environmental impact of Al
arises across several stages of its
value chain, including energy
consumption from infrastructure,
computing hardware production,
cloud data centre operations, Al
model training, inferencing,
validation, and related

In terms of hardware,
centres, the backbone of Al
operations, contribute 1% of global
greenhouse gas emissions,
according to the International
Energy Agency (IEA), This figure is

expected to rise significantly as
electricity demand from data
centres s projected to double by

2026. Generative Al models like

ChatGPT, which rely on

Locating data centres in areas with

Consolidating the backward classes

All political parties have intensified their efforts to woo the community

STATE OF PLAY

rageev. madabhudibithehindu, oo in

fter conducting a com-
A prehensive survey to
assess the soclo, eco:
nomic, educational, employ-
ment, political, and caste sta-
tus of the people of Telangana,
the Congress government is
faced with the challenging
task of consolidating its base
among backward classes in
the local body elections,
The survey spanning close

had no sanctity as it was not
approved by the council of mi-
nisters nor tabled in the As-
sembly. Minister N. Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy said the survey is
not just a data collection exer-
cise, but a revol, in social

leaving another 10,293 gram
panchayats, Of these, the STs
were given 688 and SCs were
given 2,113 in accordance with
their population. The govern-
ment could fulfil its promise of
42% quota to Backward Class-
es in these panchayats allot-
ting around 4,200 exclusively
to these communities.

The Commission suggested
that reservations should be fi-
nalised for wards, gram pan-
chayats, mandal parishad ter-

junke. rmuﬂm that the most

to two months shows that the
of backward class-

e Is 56.33%. The survey, en-
gaging over 1.03 lakh person-
nel covering 094,261
enumeration blocks with 150
houses each, says that Sche-
duled Castes (SCs) comprise
17.43% and Scheduled Tribes
(ST) 10.45% of the State’s 3.7
crore lation. Other castes
formed the remaining 15.79%.
When the survey report
was tabled in the Assembly,
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) raised doubts over
the numbers. BIP MLA Payal
Shankar wondered whether it
was constitutionally valid to

cl

along religlous lines (46.25%
were categorised as backward
classes in the Hindu commun-
ity and 10.08% as backward
classes in the Muslim com-

sticated machine learning abundant supply of renewable
(ML) techniques, require 10-100 resources can also reduce strain
times more computing power than | on existing resources and help
earlier versions, further driving lower the carbon footprint, Al can
demand for graphic pmcrulm also help optimise energy grids,
Lol Tat units and worsening the particularly by integrating
U.S-indla Al Fellow, environmental footprint, renewible energy sources, For
Observer Research Moreover, the r; nsion of | instance, Google's DeepMind has
Foundation data centres is also fuelling a leveraged ML to improve wind
growing e-waste crisis. energy forecasting, enabling more
Al's software life cycle accurate wind pattern predictions
emissions arise from processes and facilitating better integration
Ilh dnu collection, model of wind power into the grid.
training, validath Using energy-efficient hardware
maintenance and retirement, and and ensuring regular maintenance
are equally concerning. Training can also significantly minimise
advanced Al models, such as emissions. Equally important is
GPT3, can emit up to 552 tonnes the development of efficient Al
of carbon dioxide equivalent - models. Smaller, domain-specific
comparable to the annual models that are tailored to their
emissions of dozens of cars, To applications can deliver the same
mitigate these environmental outputs with less processing
risks, governments and mtmc power, reducing demand on
sector must proactively infrastructure and resources, A
towards embedding sustainability | study by Google and the
into Al ecosystem University of California, Berkeley,
Global conversations on this has found that the carbon
issue have been gaining footprint of LLMs can be
momentum. At COP29, the minimised by a factor of 100 to
International Telecommunication 1,000 through optimised
Union emphasised the urgent algorithms, specialised hardware,
need for greener Al practices, and energy-efficient cloud data
Such commitments demand that centres, Further, instead of
businesses also align their collecting new data or training
processes with sustainability models from scratch, businesses
targets. Over 190 countries have can adapt pre-trained models to
adopted non-binding ethical Al new ln&
recommendations addressing the Lastly but most importantly,
environment, and reglons such as | transparency is essential in driving
the European Union and the U.S. bility efforts.
have introduced laws to curb Al's and disclosing the environmental
environmental impact. However, impact of Al systems will help
such policies are scarce. While organisations understand their life
governments across the globe are cycle emissions and address the
crafting national Al llqucl they | negative externalities of their
often overlook P blish
particularly the private sector’s standardised framewaorks for
role in reducing emissions, tracking and comparing i
across the industry will ensure
The way forward consistency and accountability.
To balance innovation and Sustainability needs to be
To balance environmental responsibility, incorporated into the very design
innovation and action is needed across the Al of the Al ecosystem, in order to
environmental value chain. Investing in clean ensure its long-term growth and
bility. energy is a key step in achieving viability. By balancing
Y. ot v bility with
action Is needed | cun achieve this by transitioning to | innavation, we can harness Al's
across the Al e enengy sources and transformative potential without
value chain purchasing carbon credits. compromising the Earth's future.

sections  receive
the benefits they deserve,
Amid the increasing de-
mand for implementation of
enhanced reservations for
classes

ritorial constituencies,
mandal ‘rrnj- parishad presi-
dents, zilla parishad territorial

and zlla par-
ishad chai ns. Reserva-
tions could be finalised based

on the population of the back-
ward classes in the respective
gram panchayats so that there
will El)e no scope for legal

the results of the survey, Chief
Minister A, Revanth Reddy as-
serted lhm the Congress is

d to iding 42%

‘The survey is being seen by
some as a major initlative by
the government to woo the

reservation to backward class-
es in the upcoming local body
polls and dared the Opposi-
tion parties to allocate the
same number of seats.

‘This again raises questions
of whether implementation of
higher reservations is possible
in local body polls. The dedi-
cated commission headed by
retited  bureaucrat, Busani
Venkateswarlu, is said to have
come up with a methodology
of providing higher reserva-

back § classes. The Telugu
Desam Party had the reputa-
tion of consolidating a major
chunk of the the community's
vote in erstwhile united And-
hra Pradesh. This vote scat-
tered after the formation of
Telangana. Given the crucial
role the large number of vo-
ters of the backward classes
play in elections, all political
parties have intensified their
efforts to attract the commun-
ity. While the Congress has
made public its intentions to
formulate

vious BRS

tions to backward classes, at evidence-based pol-

munity). Comparing the sur- | least in local body elections, | icies, the BJP has been project-

vey r\-puﬂ wm- llu- Samagra | without exceeding the 50% li- | ing leaders such as Union Mi-

hold | mit set by the Supreme Court. | nister of State for Home Bandi

study mndn:led by the r:- In its report submitted to Sanjay Kumar and MP Kll:lu
[l (t the g the ji both from b

sion said that of the 12,751 | classes. The BRS, however,

called the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi government) on a sin-
gle day in 2014, BRS members
criticised the government for
the rise in the number of other
castes un.d the dedhue. Iq the

gram panchayats going to the
polls, 2,458 gram panchayats,
including 1,281 located in the
agency areas and 1177 gram
pmchaylu with a 100% S‘l’
have been

The Congress hekd that the
previous government survey

aside for the STs in line w«h
the constitutional mandate

has not announced any initia
tives despite having data on
the backward classes after the
Samagra Kutumba Survey was
conducted and will have to in-
tensify its efforts to compete
for the votes of this communi-
ty.

India sole nation to curb Internet over communal unrest in 2023-24 | /20" t1e ARcmives
The M@ Find,
Most of these shutdowns occurred in Manipur followed by Bihar and Harvana e A
[ oamavonr | Minister details recoveries
v T Access denied from palace
Samreen Wani The data for the charts were sourced from Access Now, It also includes The Mindu's calculations New Delhi, Feb, 25: Finance Minister C.

lobally, there were 88 In-

ternet shutdowns due to

communal  violence in
2023 and 2024 and all of them
were in India. In fact, nearly 95%
of all Internet shutdowns ordered
by the state due to communal vio-
lence since 2018 have occurred in
India, says a report by Access Now,
a digital advocacy group,

Chart 1 shows the number of In-
ternet shutdowns in India due to
communal violence and India's
share in global shutdowns for the
same reason. In 2023 and 2024,
most of these shutdowns occurred
in Manipur (54 instances), fol-
lowed by Bihar (9), and Haryana
(7) (Chart 2),

In 2024, there were 41 Internet
shutdowns due to protests - the
highest in the last seven years, In-
dia accounted for about 57% of glo-
bal Internet shutdowns due to
protests in 2024 - the highest for
any country (Chart 3),

Manipur also featured first
among the States where a shut-
down was imposed in 2024 due to
protests, followed by Haryana and
Punjab. Jammu and Kashmir had 3

of Internet shutd
due to protests in 2024 and Rajas-
than and  Maharashtra  expe-
rienced 2 each (Chart 4),

Chart § shows the share of In-
ternet shutdowns in India by rea.
son since 2016. In 2024, over 50%
of shutdowns were due to protests.
In 2023, over 50% of shutdowns
were due to communal violence.
1n 2021 and 2022, political instabil-
ity was the main reason,

An Internet shutdown can be
either a complete restriction, cut-
ting off all access, or a partial curb,
limiting only specific services such
as social media platforms, These
shutdowns may be imposed at va-
rying levels, affecting an entire
state or targeting specific districts
within a region.

« D

Chart 1: The number of Internet shutdowns inl ndia due to communal

violence and Indla's share In global shutdowns for the same reason
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Subramaniam's statement in the Rajya Sabha
to-cay on IT searches in Jaipur and in Delhi
showed that the Income Tax authorities had
discovered so far from Moti Doongri Palace, the
residence of Mrs, Gayatridevi in Jaipu n“pld
mohars, sovereigns, half sovereigns and primary
gold with and without markings of approximate
total value of Rs, 4.5, crores at current market
rates. The total weight of gold was 848
kilograms. The search was still continui

At "Rajmahal Palace”, the residence of Lt.-Col
Bhowani Singh, the authorities had found large
quantities of diamond-studded
Jewellery made of emeralds a
Jewellery was still to be valued but they
“appeared to be very valuable".

In one of the strong rooms in the
dynastic regalia of the Jaipur family
stored. “It would appear that all the dynastic
regalia are not at one place and the search party
has requested Lt.-Col Bhowani Singh and Mr. Jai
Singh to account for the same”, Notices under
the Income Tax Act had been served on the
parties, the statement said.

From the residence of Jai Singh a substantial
amount of jewell
Rs. one lakh were
Jewellery was yet to be valued.

Giving the outcome of the searches at City
Palace, Jaipur, the staternent said at the rear of
Palace Museum there were certain rooms
known as “Kapat Dwar", which was reputed to
contain the treasure of the former ruling family.

The “Kapat Dwar” consisted of a large
number of rooms containing various costly
items, which were yet to be valued. But "gold
utensils, weighing approximately one quintal
and silver utensils and silver photo frames
weighing nearly 50 quintals have been
inventorised.”

lery and
rubles. The

d been

and cash of ﬁmimntly
and sealed. The

ever they are,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 26, 1925
Rock-burst in Kolar gold fields

Oorgaum, Feb, 25: A severe rock burst occurred
this afternoon in Nundydrug Mines and was
located in 4,100 feet level between Kennedy and
Ordental shaft. About 20 were injured including
4 seriously. Ten men are reported missing and
every effort is being made to rescue them where
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Cases of illegal storage,
excavation of minerals

The cost of rebuilding
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Amount of money

The share of GDP the

Tribal students who

Ukraine's economy

Singapore’s citizens

UK. aims to spend on

protested the living

in Chhattisgarh

More than 7,700

272D
° excavation,

storage and transportation of minerals
were registered in Chhattisgarh in 2024, In
7,555 cases, the vehicles selzed along with
minerals were released after the recovery
of the settlement amount.

in § billion. A new study

after Russia’s invasion
by the World Bank, UN,

5 European Commission

and the Ukrainian government found that
housing, transport, energy, commerce and
education were the most affected sectors.
Russian attacks sent energy sector
damages up 70% In one year. wures

lost to scams last vear

82

2023, according to the annual statistics on
scams and cybercrime released by the
Singapore Police Force. The total number
of scam cases also increased by 10.6% to
51,501 cases in 2024, o1

In § million. The amount
lost to fraudsters rose by
70.6% as compared to

In per cent. Britain will alm to spend

3% of its GOP on defence In the next

partlament, due to begin in 2029,
and will help to fund that increased
spending by cutting its ald budget, Prime
Minister Keir Starmer sald. Mr. Starmer said
the ald budget would be reduced from
0.5% of GOP 10 0.3% In 2027. seurens

conditions in Odisha

Over 100 tribal students
l00 of a State-run

residential school in
Odisha's Mayurbhan) district walked the
whole night to reach the district

headquarters town of Baripada to protest
the “inhumane” living conditions. »m
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Why is the Union government delaying funds under th
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Should a third language be compulsory?

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan to Tamil

did it mandate? What are the challenges in having extra language courses in government schools?

EXPLAINER

Bangarajan. K
The story so far:

here has been a tussle between
the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government over the

three-language formula in
schools under the New Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, The Union government has
indicated that it needs to be complied
with for release of funds tied to the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. However, the
“Tamil Nadu government views it as a
‘smokescreen’ for Hindi imposition and
insists that it would continue with its
two-language policy.

What are constitutional provisions?
The Constitution provides that Hindi is
the official language of the Union. English
was originally meant to continue as the
official language for 15 years from the
ement of the C fon (till
1965). However, the Official La
Act, 1963 provides for the continued use
of English, in addition to Hindi, for all
official purposes of the Union without any
time limit. The legislature of a State may
adopt any one or more of the languages in
use in the State or Hindi as the official
language(s) for official purposes of that
State.

Further, the Constitution provides that
it shall be the duty of the Union to
promote the spread of the Hindi language
0 that it may serve as a medium of
expression for all the elements of the
composite culture of India.

What is the three-language policy?
The three-language formula was first
introduced in the NEP of 1968. This policy
and the Official Language Resolution,
1968 mandated the teaching of Hindi as a
language in non-Hindi speaking States.
There were protests against the same in
Tamil Nadu and it has steadfastly followed
its two-language policy of teaching Tamil
and English in its government schools.

The NEP, 2020 has retained the
three-language formula albeit with a key
difference that it doesn't impose any
language on any State. It specifies that the
languages to be learnt will be the choice
of States, regions and the students, so
long as at least two of the three languages
are native to India,

What are the issues?
The Annual Status of Education Re: h

Firm stance: A protest against the three-language policy, in Chennal, on February 18, P11

not read a Class 11 level text. The report of
2023 reveals that 25% of youth in the age
group of 1418 years could not read a Class
IHlevel text fluently in their regional
language. More than 40% of this age
group could not read sentences in
English. The learning outcomes in
foundational numeracy skills like
subtraction and division is equally poor.

As per the mpuﬂ on Analysls of

on .

(ASER) conducted regularly by renowned
NGO Pratham leaves much to be
improved upon with respect to learning
abilities. The report of 2022 indicates that
close to 60% of students in Class V could

prepared by the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, in 2022, out of the
total revenue expenditure on elementary
education estimated at €3.03 lakh crore
(2019-20), 15% is spent by the Centre

while Rﬁ. is spent by the Slalm T‘hc total

on Y
highm' and technical cduczlmn by the
Centre and States combined hovers
around 4-4.5% of the GDP as against the
target of 6% set out in the NEP 2020,
Thus, the expenditure on education is yet
to reach the desired levels.

‘What can be the way forward?

While English is not a native language, its
proficiency has helped us in becoming
@obally competitive in various service
industries. India is a multi-lingual country
and the objective of learning more Indian
languages in schools in desirable.
However, the existing issues of learning
outcomes coupled with constraints on
resources require that the efforts of
government run schools should be
focused on improving the teaching of the
mother tongue/local language and
English, apart from foundational
numeracy skills. Even in private schools
where a third language is taught till
Standard VIII, there is limited proficiency
hdnu attained by the students in such

language.

The 2011 Census data reveals that
approximately 26% of India is bilingual
and 7% is trilingual. The corresponding
figures for urban areas are 44% and 15%,
as against 2% and 5% for rural areas,
With rapid urbanisation and migration of
labourers across the country, this number
is bound to increase in the forthcoming
Census, indicating that the young and
adult population would learn additional
languages according to their needs.

There must be a constructive dialogue
between the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
mvnrnmcn( to ensure that funding is not
dvh)

! the share of expend
bumc by the States as well as regional
diversities, there also needs to be a
productive discussion on providing more
autonomy to the States in policy matters
relating to school education,

Rangarafan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified". Views
expressed are personal.
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The theee-language formula
was fiest introduced In the NEP
of 1968. This policy and the
Official Language Resolution,
1968 mandate the teaching of
Hindl as a language In
non-Hindi speaking States.
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The ASER report of 2022
Indicates that close to 60% of
students in Class V could not
read a Class 1l leved text. The
report of 2023 reveals that 25%
of youth in the age group of
14-18 years could not read &
Class Il level text fluently in
thelr regional language.

v

The 2011 Census data reveals
that approximately 26% of
tndia is billngual and 7% is
trilingual. The corresponding
figures for urban areas are 44%
and 15%, as against 22% and
5% for rural areas.

What did the HC rule about
arresting women at night?

Is the provision which restricts the arrest of women after sunset and before sunrise absolute? What did the

135th report of the Law Commission of India on Women in Custody recommend?

RE NG to Section 46(4) of CrPC) for the arrest of c(mmq\wncc of non- mmplhmcr of lhr
a woman by the police. First, no arrest of i was

The story so far: a woman shall be made after sunset and lutx- m.mdamry the qurhmm would
he Madurai Bench of the before sunrise except in have p Jed for the
Madras High Court in Deepa drwm.suncm Second, even in consequences of non-compliance. A
versus 8. Vijayalakshmi and | circ , the prior police officer who effects arrest, carries
Others ruled that the legal permission of the jurisdictional out a public duty. The Court underlined

provision in the Bharatiya Nagarik magistrate must be sought by a woman that there could be a situation where a

Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the arrest of a woman after
sunset and before sunrise, is directory
and not mandatory. In this case, a woman
was arrested at 8pm. A single Judge of the
High Court held that the arrest was in
breach of Section 46(4) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). However, a
two-Judge Bench of the High Court, in an
appeal, held that Section 46(4) of the
CrPC was directory and not mandatory.

What are the safeguards?
Two safeguards are provided under
Section 43(5) of BNSS (which corresponds

™ ¢

police officer by making a written report.
Section 46(4) of the CrPC is a beneficial
provision incorporated to ensure the
safety of women. However, the provision
does not explain what would constitute
an exceptional situation. In addition, the
proviso to Section 46(1) states that the
arresting police officer should not touch
the person of the woman, unless it is a
woman police offer or if the
circumstances otherwise require it.

‘What did the Madras HC rule?
The Madras High Court said that Section
4644) of CrPC does not spell out the

heinous offence is committed by a woman
in the night and the magistrate may not
be available for obtaining permission.
Under such a situation, the accused
woman may escape. Therefore, such

superior officer shall be obtained, or if the
case was of extreme urgency, then an
arrest report with reasons shall be made
to the immediate superior officer and to
the Similar

were made in the 154th report of the Law
Commission in 1996, and Section 46(4) of
CrPC was inserted with some changes in
2005.

What has the Supreme Court said?

In a case, the Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court directed the State to
issue directions to all police officials that
no female persons shall be detained
without the presence of a lady constable,
and in no case after sunset and before
sunrise. Here, the Supreme Court

THE GIST
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The Madural Bench of the
Madras High Court ruled that
the legal provision in the
Bharatlya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the arrest of a woman
after sunset and before sunrise,
Is directory and not

mandatory.

v
The 135th report of the Law
Commission of India on

Wiomen In Custody (1969)
that ordinarily

observed that a strict ¢ with the
said directive in a given circumstance
would cause practical difficulties.

‘Will the ruling dilute the provision?
The Court has clearly said that despite
holding Section 46(4) of CrPCA43(5) as
directory and not mandatory, the

mechanical adh * to Jure can

injure public interest.

What is history of Section 46(4) CrPC?
The 135th report of the Law Commission
of India on Women in Custody (1989)
recommended that ordinarily no women
shall be arrested after sunset and before
sunrise. If there are exceptional cases,
prior permission of the immediate

i cannot be dered futile by the
pulkr While failure to adhere to the
statutory requirement may not lead to the
arrest being declared illegal, the officer
may have to offer explanation for the
inability to comply with the provision.
The Court also directed the police to issue
guidelines, clarifying as to what constitute
exceptional circumstances,

R.K, Vij is a former IPS officer.

no women shall be arrested
after sunset and before sunrise.

-

The Court has dearly sald that
despite holding Section 46(4)
of CrPC/43(5) as directory and
not mandatory, the provision
cannot be rendered futile by
the police

Aot
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Blunt weapon

India should end Net cu

when imposed without good reason

he number of Internet shutdowns in In-
dia was slightly lower in 2024 lhm in
2023, according to the

The rights rise, Europe’s state of denial

rony died a thousand deaths in the Munich
Security Conference in Germany, that was
held recently, and the United Nations
General Assembly vote on Ukraine,

A few days ago, in Saudi Arabla, the United
States and Russia, led by their respective Foreign
Ministers, had held bilateral discussions on the
Ukraine war, The Ukrainians and were

LS Thewmwurtl.

not invited since it was felt that they need not be

Law Center (SLFC), India’s annual report. A sep-
arate report by the web rights ndvnu?'
Now, shows that India continues to lead globally
In lhe number of government-ordered Internet
The Union go has main-
tained that mobile Internet shutdown is an indis-
pensable instrument in the toolkit to control law
and order situations. Most of the Internet use in
India is mobile. A closer examination of the shut-
imposed even over the last year reveals
some disturbing data: 41 of the 84 shutdowns in
India in 2024 were imposed during protests,
compared to the 23 that were imposed for com-
munal clashes, Five were even issued for cheating
during examinations. In situations on the brink
of viol where rapidly spreading disinforma-
tion may swerve out of control nr the mhomln.

included at this point. In June 2024, at the behest
of Ukraine, the European Union (EU) and the
U.S., Switzerland organised a ‘Summit on Peace
in Ukraine' at the Blirgenstock. Russia was not
invited since they felt that Russia was not needed
at that point,

In Munich, US. Vice President J.D. Vance
accused Europe of strangling its right-wing
parties, “shutting down” elections, “stifling” free
speech and religious freedoms and encouraging
“out of control” migration from non-EU

thereby
lity, freedoms and “fundamental values”. But
November 2024, the Americans and the
Et ans had tried to prevent their right-wing
and far-right parties from gaining Jegitimacy
through the ballot since they were convinced that
the rise of nm in their countries endangered

there may be a case for d
on But no shutdown is without
a cost ~ the delayed information regarding vio-
lence can also impede fast response. The Su-
preme Court of India recognised this when it
ruled, in Anuradha Bhasin vs Union of India, that
euh shutdown mm meet me tests of n«nmy
Internet !

peuplc s Hvellhuo&. access to medical care and
education, It is a blunt weapon and the least the
government could do is to measure its impact
and use it sparingly. The government has been
urged on preparing such an assessment for years,
but no headway has been made here.

Even for those in favour of retaining shut-
downs as a tool in the repertory of

and ~ and, In effect, their
liberal western values, Romania’s constitutional
court even annulled the presidential election
results where far-right independent candidate,
Calin Georgescu, who lobbled to cut off
assistance to Ukraine, won the first round.

What the U.S.

In February 2025, t
Germany and the Europeans of not doing enough
to find a solution to the conflict, pursuing an
unwinnable war with Russia. But the U.S, forgets
that it has al spent over $110 billion in the
Ukraine war, with $65 billion for ammunition
only - more than what top western countries
have ly given Ukraine, The U.S. also

U.S. is accusing Ukraine,

policing, the process being followed is cause for
alarm. Many a time, as Access Now and SFLC re-
port, there Is no valid order uploaded on govern-
ment websites detalling the duration and the
causes in detall, as required by the Telecommuni-
cations (Temporary Suspension of Services)
Rules, 2024 and its preceding rules of 2017, Ideal-
ly, every shutdown should be followed by a
sombre examination of whether it was necessary
and what its deployment cost was, The ideal
number of Internet shutdowns in any country is
zero. It is especially troubling that 296 of them
were imj on millions around the world last
year, India's case shows that there is an urgent
need for clrcumspection and restraint. The Inter-
net shutdowns index is, after all, one of the indic-
es in which India should not aspire to lead.

7 Wild and safe

Habitat fi sntation has led to rise

forgets that in March 2022, it was the leader of &
European country who, at the behest of the US.,
sabotaged negotiations (which had already
commenced in Tiirkiye) between the Russians
and the Ukrainfans,

And, in September 2022, close allies of
Germany sabotaged the Nord Stream pipelines,
rendering them inoperable and preventing Russia
from mpplyh"ra to Germany, which was its
lifeline. But a reluctant, but much-chastised,
Germany supplied Leopard tanks and other
ammunition to Ukraine.

In addition, the U.S, exhorts Europe to take
responsibility for its own security, substantially
enhances its defence spending and not sponge on

Permanent

the disproportionate American role in North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The US,
contributes 16% of NATO's annual budget and to
most of its troops. But the U.S. forgets that since
the collapse of the Cold War, it was America that
was reluctant to let the Europeans organise their
own security and defence.,

Today, the U.S. accuses the EU of not doing
enough either on fllegal migration from non-EU

oron militant radical Islam

of
India to the United
Nations, New York
(2020-22)

EU leaders are
complicit In the
gradual eclipse
of their own
liberal values,
allowing for the
gradual rise of
the right

to stop terror attacks that disrupt the western
way of life,

A few years ago, in the UN, the US, and
Europe, barring France, proclaimed that the
dlm af terrorism came from “racially and

Europe seems to be in a state of denial. While
the pursuit of ideology, liberal democracy and
western values are laudable objectives, the EU
leaders are complicit in the ual eclipse of
thelr own liberal values by allowing migrants,
whose ethos are at direct variance with theirs.
Their peoples’ counter-reaction is to vote for the
far-right fearing for thelr own identity, way of life
and even religion. It is a classic case of liberal
policies being taken advantage of by illiberal
val

ues,
In Munich, India’s External Affairs Minister, S,
Juishankar, called out the West for claiming to
promote values at home but
supporting non-democratic forces outside,

l d violent ism" (REMVE)

lly in the Global South. Recent instances

in the U.S. as well as the rise of right-wing violemt
extremism in Europe, and not from radical Islam
or disastrous migration policies of the West, At
the UN, their “liberal” A mbu-admlupuikm
when the Or

nflheWmeﬂmm regime changes in the Global
South include the forcible takeover of power by
raclical Taliban in Afghanistan in August 2021 and
the overthrow of the Syrian President in

of Islamic
(0I1C) tried to undermine the mﬂeﬂlw figtht

ber 2024 by Ahmed al Shaara, a former
lmkrohmudl in the region - all in the name

against terror and the UN Alliance of C
(UNAOC) dismissed the terrorist attacks in France
in 2020 as reaction to Isdamophobia.

The problem with Europe

Europe, on its part, refuses to accept that its
domestic policies, which, inter alia, mcmra.u
violent dissidents, rldknll. mmdm. and

Hovn'ver. on the Ukraine war, while Europe
and the U.S. hlu‘hcd themselves to the Zelmlkyy
bandy late Russia, in a
mmotmu.'hdmbnwmlhemus

burst Imolhroptn i the UN General Assembly
when the US, voted with Russia against the
Ukrainfan draft resol but could

mfugﬂ to seek d its
perhaps ir lu liberal open
mhﬂumuhn-inwdby Liberation
Tuen of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) terrorists,
tists and terrorists, the infamous
Ihmhurgc:ﬂ f Al Qaeda (the pilots of the 9/11
terrorist attacks were from here) or by Islamic
radluh killing Europeans in their own cities
Paris, Nice, Oslo, Vienna, Madrid, Brussels or
elsewhere., Therefore, it was no surprise that
rightawing parties began to sweep elections in
Europe as a reaction to their leaders’ misplaced
priorities, The recent election results in Germany
which kept the far-right at bay, but only
be the last chance to find that elusive bal
within the EU.

As Mr. Vance sald in Munich, “If you're
running in fear of your own voters, there is
nothing America can do for you.” Of course, the
U.S. forgets that n‘rmntudmummxh
2020 election loss and that the first act of Trump
2,0 was to pardon the perpetrators of the
storming of the U.S. Capitol in 2021, But Europe’s
claim that the U.S, is no less undemocratic or no
less culpable in these issues, or the polnting to
Germany’s Nazd past and the danger oﬂu
resurgence or to Russian aggression are
excuses for illiberal action against their fars rlm

mlmpll from being adopted. More drama
could follow in the UN Security Council, but it is
only a pyrrhic win for Europe - without America,
the Ukraine war ks as good as over.

The trans-Atlantic p-nntnhlnh relevant
Despite the jolts at Munich and the UN General
Assembly, proclaiming that the trans-Atlantic
ip between the U.S. and Europe is over

Is premature, The call from the U.S.
administration for retreat from Europe seems
tactical, to renegotiate a better deal, and not
strategic, With a new centrist leadership in
Germany, maybe it is time for Europe to
undertake course correction, invest more in its
own security, combat the rise of radical values in
its societies, pursue a more independent foreign
policy and rework its relations with the U.S,
Ironically, the trans-Atlantic partnership is even
more relevant now in the face of "no-limits"
partnership between Russia and China. The U.S’s
ability to walk away from Europe is overstated,
Just as the ability of Europe to weather the storm
Is understated.

When a reporter asked Mahatma Gandhi what
he thought of western civilisation, he is rted
to have replied: “1 think it would be a Klea

Human smuggling must engage Parliament’s attention +

in human-wildlife conflict he plancloads of Indians being deported ordeal - of how they were forced to st in piles of | view to check and curb illegal, fraudulent
ecent human fatalities due to wild ani- T to India from the United States are lucky human waste, deprived of food and water, while and such as d
mal attacks, deep inside forests, in for- to be back alive. Shackled, handcuffed, others around them have died and their bodies human smuggling in the State of Punjab, Enacted
estfringed human habitations, and even humiliated and in dire straits, they have flown dumped at sea or on road sides. Human to provide a licensing regime for travel agents,
within villages, have highlighted growing human- back heartbroken and in shame, But there is also smuggling generates high net worth pmﬁu for md with penal provisions, it has some regulatory
wildlife conflict in Kerala, where nearly 20% of the case of illegal immigrants from narth India criminals, who in turn fuel to check human smuggling.
the land s forested. With a dry spell and an un- clearing ammunition fields in Iraq, who were Anil Mathotra organised crime. This is a dendlytx-lnen that In this enactment, “travel agent” means a
usually hot summer exp d, urgent d. They were brought back home after s n International needs to be combated with grave urgency, person who is doing a profession which involves
are needed to prevent further escalation of this emergency documents were issued, lawyer, suthor, Naive youth fall prey to agents and land up or conducting affairs related
conflict, wmch now h., WNM soclal, and en- However, the key issue here is about illegal an International somewhere working as skave kabour in to the sending of persons abroad or which arise
Kerala go Every year, less young Indians | Academy of Family ammunition dumpl or lk-ldn in Iraq, or as {llegal out of the affairs of persons sent to a foreign
is facing criticism for lu pen:emd innhllhy o attempt what is called ‘ir migration’, Lawyers (AFL) fellow | 0 suffer country, and shall include a range of activities
manage wildlife. Groups such as the Kerala Inde- Backing them are the ‘unet! merchants of and an slumni of with no hnpe nf mumh! hnme Th: umlﬁflng covering diverse practices, Likewise, “human
pendent Farmers' Assoclation (KIFA) and sec- death’ who sponsor this activity and who have SOAS University of smuggling” shall mean and include illegally
tions of the church advocate for culling wildlife, proliferated in rural Punjab, Hnryma. Himachal of Landon low risk of dﬁmhn . For criminals, it is sending or 1 persons out of
Cilﬂl an alleged population boom. However, For- Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala and b!cnmh‘ Incmdrdy attractive to deal in human | India by recelving money from them or their
est Department cata suggest otherwise. The wild Gujlm Manpower cm = legally called human Theb of death is b g parents, relatives or any other m interested
elephant , linked to 18% of human [. smuggling or kaboota ~ is one of the most more organised, involving professional in their welfuare, by inducing, alluri
talities, has declined by 7%, Snakel ble forms of trade. It requires no technical international mafias across global borders. decelving or cheating them.,
ble for 75% of wildlife-related deaths, have (.u.n -Idll no educational or | India needs to be alert and check this global
from 113 in 2012 to 34 in 2023, Overall, human qualifications, no financial investment, and has menace. Sadly, the Emigration Act, 1983 - Parliament must act
deaths from wildlife encounters have decreased no fear or respect for any law, checks, officially ‘an Act to consolidate and amend the A comparison of both Acts, i.e., the Emigration
from 146 in 2018 to 57 last year. Yet, this is no punishment or even criminal action, law relating to emigration of citizens of India’ - Act, 1983 and the Punjab Travel Professionals
cause for complacency. A concerning trend is neither defines human smuggling nor looks at the Nquhdxm Act, 2012, lhom that they emhrine
that many victims are from tribal communities, Horror and misery serious lems connected with this deathly ts and
traditionally adept at coexisting with wildlife, Even though this menace is not new to India, we trade. Thus, Parliament must waste no time in trawvel -pm- separately. Virw«! objmmlyg both
The government lhould investigate this as p.n of must learn from what has happened. The legislating an Indian human smuggling law. There | have complimentary purposes in their own
its newly d mission to d traclesmen of these flourishing rackets of human are pieces of State legislation lhll are piecemeal spheres. They are neither inconsistent or
assess the traditional mmwﬁhm.um smuggling thrive on gullible youth who fantasise and with a limited ambit of app fon -~ only to to each other, In fact, the two laws
bal communities in tackling wildlife encounters. about making it big with dollar-fuelled dreams. In State territorial borders. a new central law mmpllmem cach other as lhey pmvhk similar
There are also several anthropogenic fum rnlhy lhey are walting to be duped. This is Is a composite solution and P must set , alms and for recruiting and
Habitat fragmentation, particularly in el d crime harror and the ball rolling. There has been some discussion travel agents, respectively. Punjab has enacted a
corridors such as Aralam Farm (Kanour) and misery, and ﬂnurhhei wkh impunity. Once in the T‘“‘-' aboul the Emigration (Overseas Mobility law which no other State in India has done,
Chinnakkanal (Idukki), has forced animals into net of these human smuggders, these are P I i and Welfare) Bill, but its fate remains In fact, human smuggling is a silent issue in the
human settlements, Unregulated tourism, cattle vulnerable to exploitation and face grave risks to from the US. unnmain Till then, any plece of State legislation [ Emigration Act. The authority of law vested in
grazing near forests, encroachments, and food their life. As the world has seen, they end up must push woulkd be welcome. In this, the Government of Punjab must be exercised to enforce this law.
waste dumping on forest fringes further exacer- being suffocated in containers, perish in Parliament to Punfab deserves praise for its efforts. But, sadly, | Finally, Parllament must seriously contemplate
bate the |.u¢ Wm plum (Senna spectabilis) scorching deserts, drown at sea or be herded into enact a central its implementation is poor, enacting a national law to control Indian borders
and have also slave camps to work ay forced labour, These taw that srik to regulate the human smuggling industry and
disrupted wildlife feeding patterns. In response, hurman smugglers conduct their activities W that strikes gy pjatys An deal with irregularities with an fron hand.
the Kerala g in 2022, 4 lo- hmn!{;‘:vnm any regard for a precious at the roots of The Punjab Travel lation Act, must rise to save precious
cal bodies to eliminate feral wild boars damaging human life. human 2012, is described as a law to pmvkre for the human Indian lives, There needs to be a central
farmland. Last year, the Cabinet classified hu- Survivors often narrate harrowing tales of their | smuggling regulation of the profession of travel agents with a | law which has teeth.
man- wlldlllv conflict as a Snmqm:lﬂc disaster,
1 the Disaster rity to
intervene. The government’s decision to empha- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
sise participatory forest and wildlife manage-
ment is a step in the right direction, given the ex- The political wprehend the ch "] seems to be gaining ground | as anti-immigration policies | enemy of the body. It is a over Pakistan in the ICC
treme views propagated by some sections, The The resurgence of political environment. given the rapidity with and dealing with refugees risk factor in catastrophic Champions Trophy was a
Forest Department has restored 5,031 hectares of right-wing populism is Anshu Bhartl, which Mr. Trump has moved | have become contentious allments such as heart moment of national pride.
natural forest and built ponds and check dams, threatening the very basis Begusarad, Bihar o pursue national interests | issues, disease, diabetes, and While cricket rivalry can be
However, restoring areas dominated by indus- of western liberalism, What above anything else. Vijay Singh Adhikari, cancer, The step taken by intense, especially in this
trial plantations such as eucalyptus and acacla is explains citizens’ support It would not be wrong to India will have to tread with | Nainital, Uttarakhand the Prime Minister is a call instance, there is a more
a challenge. While solar fencing has shown some for parties such as the AfD conjecture that growing caution and have to be to awaken the people of Iimportant message. It is
success, the ¥52-crore elephant-proof wall at Ara- in Germany or leaders such | support for far-right forces, prepared for a more The fight against obesity India and build a strong, crucial to see sport as a
lam, one of 12 conflict landscapes, remains in- as Donald Trump and in Germany, Italy, France inward-looking Europe ata [ That Prime Minister health-empowered India. bridge to peace. Let us
complete. The State’s 10 missions to mi hu- Giorgia Meloni? Is it simply and other European time when the U.S. is Narendra Modi has We must rise and become celebrate this victory and
man-wildlife conflict must be prioritised. Given a reaction against liberal countries have put the increasingly tuming launched a campaign the warriors of this the potential it offers,
the region-specific nature of the problem, a mul- values? Or are there more leaders of the United States | protectionist and shedding aglmt the raging demon of | revolution, Gunvant Vyankat Ade,
thagency appmu:h lnvolvln‘( the Disaster Man- profound socio-economic and India in the same its pivotal role in global sity is praiseworthy RX. Jain, Purve, Maharashira
Self-G Trie causes at work? It is basket, portraying them as politics to give way to a ["PM names celebrities to Barwani, Madhya Pradesh Lotters smalled
bal Welfare, Agriculture, Health and Forest essential to address these nationalists under attack more nuanced approach, A add heft to battle against letters@thehindu,
Departments is cruclal to balancing human safe- movements instead of from liberals, The possibility | peculiar shift in r of rising obesity”, February 25). | india's co.in must carry the postal
ty and sustainable wildlife management. rejecting them to of national self interest conservative agendas such Obesity is more than just an | India's six-wicket victory address.
i - » . @ -~ m e - » a o
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Food safety is
non-negotiable

‘nion Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare
Prataprao Ganpatrao Jadhav's call for a nationwide
strategy for stricter monitoring of pesticide residues
in food has special significance. At a function organised by
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI),
the minister said all stakeholders must work together in
promoting best practices for food safety and sustainability.

ticide moni:orim:nd lum'mcd that*a Nbliﬂ m«{?nrum

residue Te-
Lin th C ! F A with {midoa

amajor threat to public healthand it isfnrlhcm:rvqnmmls.

theinitiative toensure that food and food productsare free
nlhealmhaznrds Thethreat hasmcmstdmmmespaﬂd
ial farming and the i
“The harm done by pﬂxcﬁdm iswell dncummicd Scien-
tific bodies in India and organisations like the WHO have
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DEEP TAKE

Alisherebutfuture
isstill human
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SPEAKOUT
Modijihas set upa factory of‘jumlas’in Assam,
whose mastermind is the most corrupt chief
ministerofthe BJP. Recently, Congress leaders
in Assam were attacked politically and physically.

attacks by forminga Congress
governmentafterone year.

' The publicwill respond to these

/

1 Mallikarjun Kharge. Congress President

Alislikelytodowhat  do. However, we are a long way from  soning and A]. li
lcchnulnzics have c:n‘ngwrﬂmm AL Ilulm Yum Cun. motln'r vnr:;mry
traditionally done - AL a it toc ...4"::‘;;: B v x‘!:;:mn:i‘:f '
mshupc. not mplucc. tive modelling. Machine ) ® I al-world probi Stuart Ruud w;

ha rithms ps fdatato  geststhatthe
human efficie ney bdr:mfy patterns, iy i g - purps Al We must lum
tasks, 11 fromh AI ]
GURUCHARAN GOLLERKER! However, Al's ngths are also its o hne

[ Unlikeh 1l Tm- belicf um ,u w{u replace human
ster Narendra Modi's - Al lack: andan | trends

me Mini
call for a global governance
framework for Al at the Paris
Summit, the United States break-
ing ranks arguing that it will result in

over tion, and the recent launch
of the se Large Language Model
“DeepSeek’ have together reignited the

man-versus-machine debate. In 1951,
AlanTuring prophesied: “Once thema-
chine thinking method had started... At
some stage... we should have expected

understanding of abstract concepts.

of mﬁndopcll hype. The industrial

Intrinsicto Alisthatit

and operates within the confines of
its training data, Every Al model, no
matter how advanced, relies on hu-
man-generated inputs. It cannot inde-

about widespread job loss, but they
ultimately enhanced productivity and
led to new fields of employment. Ear-
ly robotics was expected to eliminate
entire job sectors, but instead, led to
Job transformation rather than elim:
ination. History demonstrates that
new technologies often create more

Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and
so are we., They never stop thinking about new
ways to harm our country and our people, and

neither do we.

George W Bush

TOBE PRECISE

WE'RE SERIOUSLY

WORKING ON THE
INCOME INEQUALITY
PROBLEMI HAPPY?

the machines to take control” Now is a opportunities than they eliminate. Al
many times issued wamings against pesticide residues in swood time toask what ATistrying toac- will likely follow the same trajectory -
food. WHO pes plish. It is about making machines not Iy H
ticides in soil and water, Manyoﬂlmnln: 1l but what does that entail? So, how must weenvision Aland the
in developing countries, despite a Al at its core, remains a sophisticated future wordd? India must push ahead
ban. WHO has developed norms - [NTEISgRtette tool for Pn:'xwﬂﬂﬂ and data ;Hl"d‘swhphglfumdlnml-l :llﬂ}ﬂ:
aul ﬂl‘(ﬂ‘m L] asa m n Al e
:}"’J‘:ﬁ"‘n:t“;‘ﬁf‘“‘”f Pm'“':l‘::,“m' tocheck intell future lies in human-Al collaboration, INPERSPECTIVE
directl i actwithth presence of p«;dmdnk—vcwgonhu ther f'"'" ﬂ\lh:s"dlllu il h A d"f‘:" m
) : s otheras: ensive , allowing humans to fo-
face greater health risks. Fruitsand TSN cus on strategic thinking, creativity, FrO M
vegetables are deliberately spiked PRI o] mr:nuruhmnu.mmnm listening, and ethical m:dl?enmm l:: dm?‘le
with harmful chemicals to make andsoon, axiom works to drive home the d Call h ]d
them last longer, to ripen them, or amid ”SI"IIJ risk, their contributions 10 our lhillty mm point: *Technology does not solve prob- lStrebb onno
poor regulation Since ..- Al in- acquire knowh beyond  fems, human beings do',
to make them appear shiny. These e h defined ~ what it has been exp k h(;,’olng z‘ck to n;e:‘d M;_:':\ Smith, Theworld must  nisms w0 ensure mnplh;oc
n the same mu:mnrvlmcﬂi inei itcan  who's wi reviled as “The t y powerful nations have
Widely consumed items such as o e cened i b exrapolue Fomexianguta Al ti of Geed, sasdets re plessanay | _lisengagewith the - [ BECer SOl TR
pulses, milk, meat, dtoachieve their oby lack lintell L surprised at what Smith says at the | juntaand actagainst economic relationships with
Since self- mguhuomsdnlﬂmlundmunmarmhm However,b chi like hu isabsent. Al how of his first book: ‘It is s0 ob- itsbrutal osal the regime, citing geopolitical
of the ion, itis the r ibility of mans lack i dent obj we 1. isul wuunwmmmex«dulmam tsbrutal oppression i uraegicinterests.
government % ‘hat propes soctos b _,,,,y, il chiey al ing algorithms - itsout-  deeply ey e The failure to ;;lu‘ o firm
% Py - that machk 0 putsare derived fr e merits saying it, bul I m going to say NEWMAN stance against Myanmar's
done and food items are frec of toxic substances. willsur ligenceatsome  lations inevndersandion,or & anywasyIf Al Ecane sre oing 1o AMAYAVALCARCEL  military has only” embold:
monitoringis poor. Th point is counter-intuitiv el Evenif Al be making d on behalf of the ened the junta. To break the
todothe monitoring, the infrastructure to dothe testing on do not possess intelligence, If we con- mmmnng pcrlmly it wwldnnly human race, what does that mean?; 12025 marked  cycle of impunity and restore
alarge v:llc. and lhc mlchnwry to take fallowq: mlm. sider intelli Al notexperi-  that th Jenti d phil the lounh anniversary ., the nternational
Thereis widespreadcormupd w doubtedly made spifican ad_ coangt.Senenceregr opbers havegrapped wichnhepus, | L of Myanmars miltary comemunty mustacideciet
i T b : ove s Crsmind it adhlaes gt Sbaat o balogtn,  £140d e G Ak | Scmochun shiorend Soonead wih
have also cr es  qual emerge from i and the future: there are areas tha
:l“ “"“ﬁ"’““"" “:"m The pm“f""‘;d"" evenin that improve their ability to achieve ot computational processes, will ot be automate,either because violence, and relentlesshuman — the military regime and ceas-
lages. Most people cannot afford what as organic objectives through training. Over the wedon't i jons. Since General — ingth o fjunta-led
food. There are questionsabout how genuine they are, too. last decade, deep learning systems  Overstating the powers Just intrinsically better, Keynes mlcd Min Aung Hiaing seized pow-  initiatives, They must exchude
The FSSATfuncti hhuman Al does not know that human bﬂn‘g it pcrﬁcmnﬁuhunomfe "AlornoAl, er from the d yumn pr from
stakeholders on i issues |||g: ||ummb|¢ packaging, nutra- speech and aswellastotrans-  exist at all or that they have mi ity will be faced with clected go of Au rq I d
ical late uAges, rom tl orithm's point of view, nalquest: how tolive agreeably, wisely, San t onal m;mw ni-
and The governments late between di This Fi he algorith of al I San Suu Ky and the Nati with the National U
made using simple, cach person is sim X istory. we sew mﬁmc art ( ( )
shouldinithxcumn crmcmmmmuwdmdwfood has been made usi le, cach click hi and well. Those whocul (hc of | L for Dy D), NUG) and
B age their health. narrow, application-specific algo- There is empirica on the  lifebetterwill the people of Myanmar hive uhnu:mumct s
people issafe d rithms. The goal of AThas always been Im\iud:\landhdnuu\lnmrﬂm in this future world. endured a brutal campaign of  UN should direct humanitar-
general-purpose Al h dedge this. Geoffrey Hinton,a  (The writer is Direceor, School of | oppression. With over 6,000 jan aid through independent
— Ky | i il the  pioneer of deep learning, has pointed  Social Sciences, Ramaiah University civilians killed, more than 3.5 channels to reach the most
’ 5 entire rlmnlunks that humans can  out that Al models struggle with rea-  of Applied Sciences) rzt:illkmm. e and lm g My-
21,000 political prisoners anmar. They must coordinate
Don t StOke tensions = ————= — :-lm:- regn hasnternarionallegal acion 0
onl the crisis. the
for Iitics RIGHTIN THE MIDDLE In a historic development,  for war crimes, genocide, and
m t & 'ts :r;c Al":dtrul Cn‘mi::l Court  crimes against mm.?ci:'ynnd
sive,
recent assault on a conductor of the North West- Keys O escape Speed llml ?vmrm“mzsl s):t‘vmr;::e z;I i‘&%’ﬁ&: towards
ern Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation ficials on February 13, 2025, federal democracy and sus-
rrag o oot et chores ndleave for the office, busdrivers. The b || e ——— T F—
conflict, it jonsb Karnata- ontime i r the o among! vers. The moment a bus esagainst
1 dMaharashtra Theincid Ao 4 As ‘:,;T:(l;)f\:i;:::;l]lf::‘um only to face peak traffic before hitting  driver spotted a traffic mnnl waiting h for the di
4 ! the highway, As | held the cash keys  inhiding withacamera, he would send committed against the Ro- As Myanmar's immediate
Mahadev Hulderi requested two students to speakin Kan for the beoks | was cxpected toarrive 8 subtis éignal with His hand o the hingyabetwoen 2012and 2018. ’
A ticke! Y neighbour and the world's
nada, as he could not comprehend Marathi, the language traffic tickets ot least 15 minutes before business ~vehicles behind. Driving between the | Thisjuc largest ndia is
they were using. This seemingly minor request, rooted in hours. The anxiety of being late would  busesat timesproveduseful forme,and | the case filed by the Burmese ~ significant in influencing the
nmlrmunlmnon bun-in:r Iv:d toan nhcrmmn that qmddy it the b w0 1 would adjust my speed just in time, Rohingya Organisation UK course of Myanmar's political
Hukkeri Y AZroup unintentionally exceed thespeedlimit. — silently thanking the driver. in 2019, te such degal ac-  future and has maintained
dividuals. leadi his h: 1 f a ne encouraging thought is that  Twould notevenrealise that thespeed-  However, there was one instance tions, themilitary juntarejects  economic and diplomatic
Lo Fled by fth il 2 pnbnons Indiancityroadsareoftensocon-  ometer needle had shot past the 50 km wnmlmmmﬁmnme lse\oul international jurisdiction, dis-  contacts without condemn-
;;l'"“' ‘ ry 2 " - gestedorpotholed thatdrivingat - point until a police patrol would flag nyelder brother il g : ing the junta. India shares a
high ds ity me down to speed zero, | ...-..-., { i 1,643-kilometre-long land
ina Protection Of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) are within a distance of 30 km or less  that every time [ would stop immedi-  prayers on his birthday, as my sister-in- Since 2021, the junta has  boundary with Myanmar and
cac) v, the connecting ately, o my W Was out ol was quite din inv over oo
case being registered against him, from cach other, the connecting road  ately, but thereafter my distress would out of town and he was qui mknﬂaundm hru wd 8L7$I-ll
As news of the assault spread, it ignited passions on both is neither treated asa regular hi y  bewrit large on my face as | explained  alone, i oy
d‘cm. dr.; hak BANMMER A vofie oo i m‘rrﬂ::d‘yOTiV::oad ﬁ:‘::du'm mrzlfr:nx"ﬂ“&“m mlk . hn.l-Mlpcdnllmi mdl;dlulih.dm and g md;nim -
" A g scribed, sucl s, a ate am ing the ¢ need to  the gas h 10 no- ings, systematic torture,  jects, Despite its dﬂmx‘rulc
(Wwi(hum mgfw “J’:::mm:::"&:k: driver canmaintaina speed of 70 kmph, Look here  tice that Thad crossed the 50 km limit. Political activists, journalists, values, India has refrained
ol iy ng - butadhering toalimitof S0kmphcan - arethekeys! ™ This would beenoughfor  But the police noticed and flagged me and innocent civilians have  from taking a strong stance
a Maharashtra bus driver at Chitradurga and protests by be challenging, especially when the  thepolicetorelentandletmego. ltwas  down. As 1 did not have an “official® | been targeted in widespread  against lhemmllvyw"\e
pro-Kannada activists in support of Hukkeri. KSRTC buses mmmmmdrun clear that the police had a certain level ~ reason as a cover to justify my speed- | crackdowns, atleast 2000 in-  Given China! ynwlnglnnu
were vandalised in Pune, leadtnsmamnpmarysuspen my daily between  of resp kofficial mglmmulywut e fine, Ipnoncd dividuals killed lydue  encein M,
sionofinterstate busservices. These Hi “‘ i and Db it A large number of buses plied be- my lightly u-nxam I and miunwmxhnndwp
incidents underscore how quickly - [EISTR Rt R—_ urmcd‘l;y ndhun«oi?:!&m Iwould he twin cith di mi A (‘)~er ‘i" oo o h‘ M ~ : lnrmm
struggle to COMMon to see I deric  worry much. tit. ‘omen ention have  Myanmar. By aligning wi
lnmlbed wnﬂm uneamlm: ": notuse Belagavi faced sexual violence, as doc-  the international community
m b o hhnﬁmlgrmmcs assault totrigger amnzld by ll:ll:ealudaml in mw uring ll:l;‘un::.'lmlh
smmission of Juriss can play a crucial role in en-
are involved. Belagavi was incorpo-  JIETIETTAEERT] LETTERS TO THEEDITOR The junta’s violent suppres-  suring regional stability and
rated into Karnataka (then Mysore)  [EPReTo | sion extends beyond urban - upholding human rights.
under the States Reorganisation [N Bengaluru nccds smarter governance, manageable municipalities | centres w ethaic minority  Myanmar's people have
Act of 1956, while adjoining Mara- | N R - ok regions - villages have been  shown extraordinary resil
thi 4 placed e I refer 1025 2008, ......mmp-mhlor bcdlndmnm cammu- ience in their fight for democ-
-speaking areas were u corporations' (Feb 25), Hillnnul nmpﬁ’nm twin ndcwlnwlgvm‘d city. The itics displaced. | racy but cannot continue this
"'-"'.M‘l:ﬂm’“m “_’E‘“f "(mm e municipalities, dating back to the British cra: Bangalore  the Pancl's recommendation to split the present large and political prisoners have suc-  struggle alone. The interna-
that the (¥ settled the issue City Municipality i nnd the Civil and M“Illl‘y Station, which  unwiekdy structure of Bengahuru into more manageable cumbed to inhumane condi-  tional community must move
in quaum M&umhtndaitmdrmner remains unre- were under Br Following Now awell- llmmmriummm mr brynnddmodcandull!«m-
Ived oun. ence, lhﬁwmdnﬂmem«l Hnnndngucrnumhnm ) 1 d and inter country, P uffe
Politi P I Y identto anactof fy, Ben-  Bengaluru Iy and jon to Y mg u\d restore democracy.
furthertheir: o Fac he Uddhav Thack galuruhuwhnrsmlunpmmdemedmmm trm(mw sustain Brund nmplum (x-npm.vhble and sustain- executionscontinuetosurface.  The warld cannot afford to
P of Shiv Sena have called for the Prime Minister's in- ing from a city of 700, able nore t Despltzmuunﬁne:lwdﬂu remain passive while millions
faction A or the Prime poded to thriving metropolis of 14 million people, dv d of human rights abuses, the  sufferunder the junta's rule.
l«wgﬁlﬁm;dmnl:rzmhsmndzm\dm insult tomega cities like London and New York. The population uun-mumnu Bengalury inter sre- The UNesti aver
meted to owever, it is crucial to recognise hasbeen s it 20milli plein M,
ﬂnlmemuhmm]r\lm llcdmlhebmdcrdlmnr stice to s 5 violence between Karnataka and Ma-  Shining." Itis disturbing to note that ly weak, Sanctions have failed  require urgent humanitarian
orll It d) Ju&tl(,'(, to survwors harashtra based on language is con-  many students have gone abroad for o curb the military'saccess to - aid, As the ASEAN summit
T T P o : B theinc- Apropos ‘Abysmal Pocso conviction  demnable, Unfortunately, politicians — studies in the last five losixrnn. wal debates M. *s future, it
dentwithinth oAy iy y v eat rate denies justice to survivors' (Feb — from bmh states are snmmingnnd with most getting employed there es, Global institutions such as  is clear that any solution must
Ty s SR SRS S g S sty 25) it delslmnmms to learn th gt and not returning to India, The gov- the United Nationsand the As-  involve genuine engagement
conflicts, jon rate h ers, 1 ls mmly: medium ernment must create more oppor- sociation of South East Asian  with all stakeholders and the
ﬂm‘- dfor decad: Raﬂwr |Mn drastically. The denial of justice tunities and high-class universities Nations (ASEAN) are yet to  exclusion of the military junta
loiting th fornarrow politi mmn: :\:«epm nm:’ mlmm‘lﬂmd Inmry{vnhn hcmch n  forstud S d“" o ﬂh(;lds decisive measures  from the political processes.
m,m dﬂ.u ing. lice system an states, We must not forget thatour  to prevent a brain drain, Or clse, torestoredemocracyandhold  The world must act now - be-
t"c“:om.‘l‘ o md mm:emrnle on alating :l::! jn::;lllry shm act cf‘rrclivt’b'yc divvv::ly is (:n' nlu:;xlh. and we !:ndh will be laden with Only Senior thlimntﬁmwm:ﬂe. thynnm-;I»hmc‘rmku
swiftly to pi e justice to o stand united. itizens. Al ', despite  pirations are silenced forever,
::': i:: mdnclﬂnm. lh:oTuiﬁ?l legal means, rather lhan in- survivors and their families, Manu P Cherian, Bengal ol mMr b : e
regional passion: 4 Negi, Bergalury anmar’s political erisis, has not ssorat St
approach that prioritises harmony over division. Leaders S hedrai TRaars are sicome g isol; ery -
must resist the temptation mnnlee idedogml bumu and Don'tendorse violence l()p the drain pod - m“'m 5% llwmﬂ'hem;m ASEAN Imwrhm;nd
instead work to foster unds and S0 ‘The article "Stop the talent drain’ emaded - not Ranawritien - will be accepted) summit reiterated the call professorof Migration and
e v conductorassault  ( 4) shoul v s postal for free and fair elections but  Human Rights at Comillas
that such ineidents do ot kead to larger conflcts. ThaBalagest e conda k., fraaa)shoula te o
case is a regrettable incident. The for those claiming that “India s Aadress and hone Mumder has not enforced any mecha-  Undversity, Madrid, Spain)
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G KUMAR NAIK

outhern states and their leaders have
strongly voiced concerns that the
budget hasoverlooked theirinterests.
‘While it was expected that Bihar might
receive a special allocation with elections

PANORAMA
South suffers as Centre prioritises politics over equity in the Budget

areas. For instance, Kap_m:_nki has one of

w0 SCISI' populnions. A Numml SCSP/
TSP an and Trib-

nISub le) Act szmynccdcd tole-

mandate SC/ST budget allocations,
chnrdless of which party is in power or
its ideological leaning, funding for SC/ST
development must be proportionate to

mjuaaumll«thm’t-dlhe ', but the
emreuhhemihandcdmll
Amid the celebratory thetoric over

exempting income up to Rs 12 lakh from

their to bridge historical ine-
qualities. The Parliament must rise above
its political divuion and enact this law to

At a time whmmdlhtm\mms
wealth lies with 1% of people, with a his-

Y.
For every 100 sq km, Karnataka has only
2,62 km of railway tracks, whereas Uttar
Pradesh has 6.24 km and West Bengal
has 11,79 km. While the Railway Minis-
ry acknow! the disparity, the NDA
government ﬁnled 1o address rhelxueby

afair price for their produce?
government must ensure that ag-

Iacwringemploymem fell by 81 lakh jobs

9

riculture is not just about prod
also about market foresight. Just as there
is crop insurance for Josses due to natural
calamities, there must also be safeguards
against market failures.
TheUninnMinhtryof Agr "L n

imiits undk ious schemes, but the re-
dnymmMsMchrcprmanmhl:k
ward regions are unable to access even
basic loans. The average loan size under
the MUDRA scheme is just Rs. 50,000,
1 small in rural and back-

wuynemork.

As Finance Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman rightly stated, nmcullum is the
firstengineof 2016, the Prime

grown and in what quantity, but unfortu-
nately, this gm(hmmems vision remains
Tl

ward r\'glons CANNOL even access Rs IO
lakh

Ihnlu are not Imdlng w0 MbMEl m

o of the
M'sson for Comm Pmducuanln this

sive loans for big hunnasmlma Thls is

Desp«e making x only 5% of India's

contributes 8.4%
to the nation’s GDP. The Union Budget
has doubled from Rs 24.42 lakh crore in
2018-19 1o Rs 50.65 lakh crore in 2025
26, yet Karnataka's share has stagnated.
2018-19, Karmataka received Rs 46,288
crore, butin 2024-25, itwas allocated only
Rs 44,485 crore, with an additional Rs
15,299 crore in grants, Given Karnatala's
significant contribution, the state should
receive at least Rs | lakh crore annually.
Meanwhile, states like Uttar Pradesh, Bi-

taxation to benefita large number of tax-  torically high wealth gap and a rising Minister promised o dwble farmers’ part of the story that was left out of the  har, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan are
mms.aﬂuinzmmnnlm the Union  unemployment rate, the truml govern-  incomes by 2022, Ya loday. far fromsee-  oneofthe largest producersofcotton, isea-  budget speech—the policies, the favours,  showered with funds,
ment shoul ing their more than half  gerly waiting foe the rollout of lhrsdu-me. mdlhtmmslwwrilmmlhn benefit the TheUanmquﬂktlcquln‘
its negjecw( Sdmmled Caste/Scheduled  for social security and welfare schemen of India's farmers are in debt, Consider Hnwrvrr, the Centre must. |mplemem the richest while small are leftto  bledistrib Th
margimalised However, Karnataka. The state p some of scheme stmg,glcmdshnm mnu. whu:h contribute significantly to
sections of society. education has been reduced, the finest chillies in the country, known  As the Finance Minister rightly stated,  Tertiary health cannot be ignored.
SCs and STs constitute 25.2% of In While thccounuy needs a robust rail-  for their vibrant colour and rich flavour.  MSMEs are the second engine crucial for ensuring equitable access w ll isumt 1oruwx4mnmlmmrr¢ﬂ its
dia’s i yet their bud; way focused  Farmers in the Raichur district have had  But whatis equally importantas what was medical services. Yet, Karna- every
1k remain dmmpomonudy on showpiece trains  an excellent harvest, yet due to market  said in the budget speech is what was left  taka is the only major state that still lacks  state receives its fair share.
low. Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, lnd such as Vlmdc Bharat iM Namo Bharat. failures, large quantitiesof red chilliesare  unsaid. Between 2016 and 2021, 1.3 crore  an AIIMS, As the demand for setting up  (The writer is a retired IAS afficer
Telangana have enacted laws ensuring  These trains ser Ve Ire 1 I now lying unsold in cold storage, What - workers vanish ATIMS in Raichur is still pending before  and Congress Lok Sabha member from
that budget allocations are proportional  regions, funds ved  goodisabumperyieldif farmerscan'tget  24lakh i d d the Central Government. Raichur)
Asthe US and Europe tighten their borders, a fundamental principle of humanitarian NEE’ I y J EE and
law is being eroded: the protection of refugees from harm. The true meaning of =
civilisation and collective responsibility is to safeguard human life the Coachlng trap
DINA NAYER! MATHEW C NINAN and malpractices. However,
there is little evidence of any
“ve been thinking a lot lately about introd of NEET i ¥
what it means to be “civilised.” It's and JEE, the nationwidk Although d coach-
not caring for one's own; animals entrancetests formedical  ing with +2 courses in schools
do that, It's not making music and engincering courses, initial- - and PU colleges has been de-
and art; cave men drew and sang. Iy raised high hopes and expec-  claredillegal, this rule is widely
It is, I believe, to live with a mor- tations. lowasan honest attempt w\uru! Gndnngcmmnm
al standard that takes into account our ydrawbacks  tinue
fellow man, and 1o ask: What do we owe oftheearlierselectionmethods.  The authorities must take
chy 15e Previously, there were a long-term view of this issue.
For me, to be civilized boils down to be- ties betweenstates, andmultiple  The practice of disregarding
ing willing 10 work against our own lesser entrance tests were conducted  qualifying exam marks and
interests in order to alleviate greater suf- across the country. Studentsnot mlymg ;-ndrcly on entrance
fering, no matter d\e :uﬂem’s ldcnulz, or ;dy had to tnl:‘t mzlﬁvlt tests  test scores has weakened good
risey el cal 4 long di ~ ool whileallowd
heroism, which is putti appear for them, centres to reap the benefits of
Ilemm:ldnmprlu‘m)mﬂ To streamline the process, theirhard work,
After Workd War I1, alarge group of law- the Government of India ¢s-  The Government of India
makers decided to codify this prinapu of tablished the National Testing - must appoint an expert com-
duty into Agency (NTA) with the main  mittee 10 study the impact of
Nonrefoulement(from the French ﬁ:ulrr objective of ereatingauniform  both NEET and JEE on the
nu-umu“mu-ampk") is thv:xdnu ltm vul and efficient testing system for  country's academic environ-
entire country. Now, after - ment. Hasthe system improved
should never be sent back into danger. Put several years of implementa-  or lowered the morale of
simply,itis th hat the k can mg itistime toassess the pros sclmolsmdyuniur colleges? Is
ol 1 i 20k i there some
NEET and JEE select stu- wdxhugt for board exam
™ with its “Remai dentssolely based on their per-  scores? Wi such a cl
Mexico” policy, whichdenied responsibility formanceinthesetests,withno  ensure greater fairness and
forasyl kers, Now, in hi | weight given to their Class XII  equity, especially for students
President Tramp has not only reinstated (Plus 2) scores—the quallfymg and schools?
that harmful policy but also suspended examination. Under the Another pressing concern is
thousands of existing asylum cases, and er sysum.SO%a!dwklmbn the psychological toll these tests
{ i deven fligh criteria were based on board  take on students, The immense
refugeesalready cleared wenter the United examperformanceand 50%on  pressure has led to adisturbing
States. All of this goes against acontract this entrancetests, Thiswasamore  rise in student suicides, The
uxmtryngndﬂynls balanced approach, acknowl- government must examine
One hundred and loﬂy-ﬁw countries edging both a student’s long- thcsemgnctomecrmm
signed the United Nations 1951 Refugee . . . term academic performance  ensure that young lives are not
Convention (the United States signed on and their ability to perform in  lost toan unjust system.
he bulkof th i quir 1 VV I l 1 asingle test. The efficiency of a testing
in 1967, including those on refoulement), Currently, the unl)‘digibﬂity system shnuld be judgcd not
which states: “No contracting state shall ition is that students mu only by its effi-
expel or return (refouler’) a refugee inany mallcmﬁﬂ‘linlhdrmalu ciency but also by itsimpact on
manner whatsoever to the frontiers of ter- re e O e ee I I l aIl er subjectsinthequalifyingexam.  students’ well-being.
ritaries where hislife or freedom would be ‘Thereafter, the entrance testis At its core, NEET and JEE
religion, the sole determinant of admis-  have become a nightmare for
= rbam s g sion. This is one of the biggest  students and the schools that
mlgwpa'pdmmlowm d,i dandtold  we peaceful nations will shelter its survi-  self- jealously guarding our spac- flaws of the system, have taught them for over a
Thel designed shed be exccuted, As we uM our story, | vors. ’I\mny-ﬁm-cmtury lawyers have  es. These so much of our talk about As a result, students are  decade. Something is deeply
to be llvcmumplmu lm! toacknowl  sensed that our " aim was tn d that to mean, asrmullr migrants and refugees is about how much compelled to abandon their  flawed. It not clear whether
edge that there will always be refugees  save us, not 10 send us away. Later; too, 1 We will shelter survivors, but only from  theydofor our economies, for our commu- schools after Class10andenrol - various school boards or state
flecing persecution. The vaguest protect- nw i the kinds of evil that we are legally forced  nities and for our culture. But whar about in coaching centres—many of  governments have raised these
ed category, “p I il "was il tocareabout, the sanctity of human life? America, this which function more as ‘teach-  concernswiththe HRD ministry,
added by a Swedish moweriod After ng asylum in 1989, my  shiningci hill, I ing shops’ than educational which oversees the NTA. The
that some people who deserve shelter  than theirown. mother, bmdser :nd 1 were unmled in  back to face torture and death, en masse, Institutions. These centres  NTAmustundertakea on
would not fit into the existing categories.  But in the United States and in Europe  Oklah desp b drill i foren-  the feasi and impact of the
How could anyone when this language  of late, it seems as if government lawyers wumymﬂmrchwchs,mdmynmm Just this month we began shipping the trance f the costof ‘TheNTAowes
drafted, justsi frer the h huvc wuled (h: Refugee i Iﬂc bleto P including I extra-curricular activities and  ananswer to the nation.
of the Holocaust, foretell whom the next but liked the language of their sermons: - nian Christians, the same risks my personality development. This  Recently, the Ministry of Ed-
atmdty would target? “Particular social - wriggleoutof rather th dprinciple  We were * " our journey a “mira-  familydid 36 yearsago. The firmerour door raises an important question:  ucation and CBSE announced
group.” then, was written as a catch-all, to that bound together a shellshy orld e our of “God's plan."Tloved  remains shut, the more our language has Is it wise to tumn students into  that from next year, Class 10
make sure everyone who needed refuge um:mmmmmmN these words because they meant we were b b i deserv- mere test-taking machines?  students will have the option to
ikl by d by ‘The spirit of a broad and inclusive ref-  special. One sweet, grumbly old church  ing people and ment. Schools that nurtured these  take twoexams, This move aims
In 1988, my family fled Iran and landed  uge has slowly been replaced by anarrow-  man, though, didn'tseem tothink wewere  [don'tthink, formeritorious people, this students for 1010 12 years now  to reduce the stress of a single
InmeuuledAanmmesAﬁermnﬁy ing of those categories to allow as few as  special at all. When we were at his house,  is a very difficult promise t keep, for our watch helplessly as they leave examandalignswith
were recognized as refugees by  possible toqualify. During the first Trump  he teased me about my accent, the books | cﬁmmdlunlloluwm(m'mnd en masse for these coaching  the NEP2020, The ministry has
ﬂ\eu Nsli@ConmmRehm administration, Jeff Sessions, who was  hadn'tyet read, my love of stewed spinach  wretched people back into , Even centres, wlm:h charge exorbi- is model ssimilar to
and sent to a camp in Italy. There we sat  th 1 hatwomen  and yogurt. And yet he absolutely believed  if it costs us money. And ce ynﬂl!ur tant f the SAT the US,which
for another six months or so, waiting and  fleeing domestic violence did not qualify i i d'swork.  some | fear for hves, We anteed success. allows students to take multi-
submitting to “credible fear” interviews,  for protections as a social group, Asugly — Now | understand that this man had a  do this because we're civilized, and born In January 2024, the cen- D‘ﬂm and submit their best
wherein asylum seckers must prove wan - asthatis, Trumpis once again engagingin - higher-order morality than all those who  lucky, and life ks the minimum we owe to lral government SOOres, fully, thy Yo
immigration office that the danger back  mass refoulement, turning away refugees pnls«l our faith, or our value: He dldn l our fellow man, 1 for R ll b ded
home is real, not imagined. My mother ict criteri thinkwe i (The writer is the author of The l"? Coaching Centres and in-  like NEET and JEE,
explaMm(heoM thatherChristian ~ The fth | treaty triedto yﬁkdmwdmnr, Un;meful Refugee and Who Gets structed states and Unionter-  (The writer is Director,
postasy ing to Is- icul ching lik Wemn'llnmw Thi ded in Ameri heved?) ritories o lume rules wcurb  Lirtle Rock Group of
Imthw,mﬂmbchvwemped.lhc what evil will come next, but when it d pe. We've b b more mmvmmm their unch Institutions, Udupr)
OUR PAGES &1 OF HISTORY OASIS | SRIM
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Ssn | s m———— Significance of Shivaratri
Bulganindead Mamataspares passengers
eessenceolourconsciousnessis — aspect ordivink} d\uywmmry muwr\tnmmmlhrw;hlhu. And the destruction that takes place is
Moscow, Feb 25 New Delhi. Feb 25 Shivam. Therefore, Chidananda  dayin th inner  one to face with that which  our connection to the outward,
Foemer Soviet kader Marshal Nikolai Raibway Minister Mamata Banerjee roopam, shivoham shivoham, 3 we call Shivam, Thrnulaedwdu around Shiva is
Bulganin, 79, died yesterday after a Spar reality, whose When this turmoil takes In the highest state of the '.,.....‘msynr
k wous | increase y 200001 maimdem.sswum placrswlmm vmemhedame |heyogimamrmmlhu ol that
familia: five hiva flows down. Anyone who has cllalhra&nknml(nhl(undaﬂnl
world figure as Soviet Prime Minister per cent hike in freight rates for all the auspicious all-pervading reality, nlraphctmourmns. touched the amrita becomes inmost
f Mr. Nikita ith 1 | M’lrrmmgu.beg;mlmdny thenmuch of the old is so intoxicated and filled le, in the Mooladhara chakra.
Khrushchov on international visies goods. Thus, for the first time in the last Shiva finishes ok d. All the aspects with the joy of Shivam, that cwfﬂenlmcpmmofmak
n the mid-1950s, He visited Indin in few years, the rilway in- Thed: fd cthon is actually of the ego, are chumed up, thing else & i ening, that energy.
1957 aloerg with M, Kheushehow. The cluding upper class anes, have not been arenewal, where the old is d d  brokenand th bits to him. And itis a gradual progress through
Marshal and semi- aristo- burdened. 'nu-mlnurrhummed and the new takes place. When Shiva, by the Tandava Nrigya. Only Itdoesn't mean he needsto the different chakras, till it reaches
whais the representative formof that  peace and blissfulness remain, run away from the world. He could the Sahasrura chakra and becomes
the blunt Mr; Khrushehow The ema of “B uthhuh edible nnls.hmm u’(. Suptemellelng, dances this dance of hich is th U ' continue to be in the world but he one with that Supreme Shivam.
and K" saying ction, the Tandara itls According to Raja Yogis, inside realizes that heis free of all thisand is a Shivam is nowhere other than in our
March that done with not said that the entire Universe shakes the Sahasrara chakra, inthe centre,is  partof that all-pervading Shivam, own system,
over the Premiership. to barden the common man, d shi d ing falls top the point which is called, the “Brofma . the Shi P Thisis the inner signifi of
es. Thisisthe renewing and destructive  rundra” - the door way of the Brah- that we seek, isto be soughtinwardly.  Shivaratri.




A for Apple, why?

Systematic and collective resistance against such normalised practices which
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NEP tussle

he escalating tussle between Tamil Nadu and the

Union government over the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020 is not just a dispute over language policy
~ itis a deeper battle over state autonomy, cultural identity,
and federal governance. Tamil Nadu, historically resistant
to Hindi imposition, views the NEP as a direct challenge to
its well-established two-language policy. The Centre’s deci-
sion to withhold crucial educational funds unless the state
aligns with the NEP has only intensified this conflict, turniny
an educational framework into a political flashpoint. Tam
Nadu has long championed its two-| lmg\ugﬂ puhq' Tamil
and English - as a reflection of i -and a
wol for ing cultural distinctiveness ‘I'h
guage formula proposed under NEP, while ostensibly ﬂux:-
ble, is perceived in the state as a veiled attempt to introduce
Hindi (hruu;,h the bmlulour This rr:sismnu.' is deeply rooted
in decades of to li dat
ing back to the anti-Hindi dguuuuu movements of the Zﬂlh
century. The present einfe i that

s the se:
Ian},ua;,c pul Lu.s cannol be dluau.d frum the Centre with-
out ack regional i However, the state’s
opposition to NEP goes buyund language. Tamil Nadu
argues that the policy undermines its autonomy in shaping
education tailored to its socio-cultural needs. The state has
sought to develop its own education policy, one that aligns
with its prindrlcs of social justice and inclusivity. The NEP,
with its push for vocational education from an early stage,
has raised concerns about reinforcing caste-based occupa-
tional roles - an issue that Tamil Nadu has actively worked
to dismantle over the decades. The Centre’s decision 1o
withhold over Rs 2,000 crore in Samagra Shiksha funds has
further fuelled this dispute. !:duulinm asubject on the
current List, ires | but the
ditional release of funds undermines this principle. The state
government has framed this move as an attempt to strong-
arm Tamil Nadu into submission, calling it “blackmail.”
Even the opposition within the state, despite political dif-
ferences, has largely supported the DMK government's
stand, underscoring the widespread rejection of NEP in the
region. On the other hand, the Centre argues that NEP is
designed for national educational standardisation and that
Tamil Nadu should not be an exception. It insists that the
three-language formula does not mandate Hindi but offers
flexibility, allowing students to learn any third language,
including foreign languages. However, given the historical
context of language politics in Tamil Nadu, such assurances
have not allayed fears of cultural imposition. This standoff
hlghhghls a brmdur issue - the dclualc balance between
lic and . Edu-
cation is not just about curriculum and language; it is ‘about
identity, opportunity, and governance. Tamil Nadu's defi-
ance is not merely political posturing but a reflection of
deep-seated concerns about central overreach. A resolution
to this conflict will require dialogue, mutual respect, sagac-
ity, and a re ion that a size-fits-all approach to
education may not work in a diverse nation like India.

New Framework

he appointment of former Reserve Bank of India Gov-

ernor Shaktikanta Das as "Principal Secretary-2" to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi marks a significant
shift in governance strategy. This move introduces a dual
leadership model in the Prime Minister's Office,
Pramod Kumar Mishra continuing as Principal $ 3
The creation of this new position suggests a deliberate effort
to enhance administrative efficiency, particularly in eco-
nomic policymaking and financial governance. Mr Das, hav-
ing recently completed his tenure as RBI Governor, brings
awealth of ience in fiscal y pol
icy, and financial regulation. His ste Iship during critical
economic phases - ranging from the p lemic recov-

are largely hegemonic in nature,
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is necessary to build an inclusive and

independent system. Shadow wars on others’ languages, especially on English,
or futile grumbles of dejected hearts on International Mother Language Day
shall neither save the mother nor the tongue. One has to understand that the
best way to save a people’'s language is to preserve their culture and to instil
a sense of pride among people about their own culture. If the tongue is to be
saved, the mother needs to be saved first.

here is a popular joke

about apples in the dis-

trict of Murshidabad. A

middle-aged father ask-
ed his ailing son whether he was
gaining in strength each time
the latter finished a slice of
apple offered to him during his
recovery from fever. This appar-
ently not-so-funny joke speaks
volumes about the relationship
a rural child shares with the
expensive and ‘medicinal’ fruit,
the apple. It may sound absurd
to urban ears, but, as they say,
truth is sometimes stranger
than fiction.

Many children from rural
areas in this country, especially
children from families of small
farmers, taste an apple for the
first time in their life when they
fall sick and a country quack
advises the family to provide
nutritious food to the ailing
child. Thus the apple is an alien,
elite too, fruit to such ill-fated
children of rural India.

By no means is this fruit an
integral part of their frugal exis-
tence, let alone their culture.
But the worst irony of the exist-
ing education system in this
country lies in the fact that the
first English word an Indian
child formally learns is apple!

It would be an impossible
task to explain the reason be-
hind the introduction of such a
fallacious learning mechanism,
without citing the impact of an

and undying colonial

ery to inflation control and foreign exchange stability -
demonstrated a pragmatic and steady approach. His
appointment to this high-level administrative role under-
scores the government’s recognition of the need for tech-
nical acumen at the heart of policymaking. The introduction
of two principal secretaries signals an evolution in the PMO's
structure. The Principal Sec -mry pluvs a lwy rolein .-uh |5mg
the Prime Mini and
coordinating between mlnmm:s -’By appmnllng Mr Das
alongside Mr Mishra, the government appears to be rein-
forcing its ability to handle the increasingly complex
demands of governance. This dual structure could mean a
sharper focus on economic and financial matters, with Mr
Das providing specialised insights into fiscal strategies,
banking reforms, and global economic trends. This transi-
tion comes at a time when India faces both economic chal-
Icngua aml uppurlunllns. With shll'ung global wpply Lhmm.
and financi

al un

India rcqulrcs a strong, forward- lh?nkln[, approach. Mr
l).n s cxpurllsu (uuld prove Ll’utlﬂl in ndvlgalm[, these

cies remain re
in the PMO 1
the government and financial lmtlluuum, leading to more
effective policy execution. Another important aspect of this
appointment is its potential impact on long-term gover-
nance reforms. The creation of a new top-level administra-
tive role suggests that the g is looking at
changes in how policies are formulated and implemented.
If this model succeeds, it could ensure that policymaking is
not just politically driven but also guided by technical pro-
ficiency. The challenge for Mr Das will be adapting to a role
that goes beyond financial regulation. While his tenure at
the central bank required balancing inflation control, cur-
rency stability, and banking sector reforms, his new position
demands a broader vision - one that integrates economic
policy with liuul and administrative realities. His effec-
tiveness will depend on how well he collaborates with exist-
ing hun:duuauc structures and aligns his expertise with the
gm'unmcnl s overall policy direction. Ultimately, lhls
reflects a ic shift in gov e. By
bnn[.lng ina financial expert toa Iwy advisory role, the gov-
ernment is emphasising economic stability and growth as
central pillars of its administrative approach. If this experi-
ment in dual leadership proves successful, it could redefine
how India's highest office manages complex policy chal-
lenges in the years to come.

It is a well-known fact that
the British colonialists intro-
duced a Eurocentric academic
curriculum in India, especially
at the primary level, with the
objective of hegemonising you-
ng Indian minds into the Euro-
pean culture and value system.

They planned to achieve
this goal by instilling the idea of
a superior Western culture am-
ong young Indian students
through the English language.
Thus the English language, in
this context, served a dual pur-
pose - first, it worked as a medi-
um of communication, and,
secondly, as a communicator of
Westem culture and its inherent
value system. This was cunning-
ly designed to produce a hybrid
community ~ Indian in skin and
British in taste.

Subsequently, this newly
emerged hybrid community

developed a staunch sense of
distaste towards its own lan-
fuage and, more importantly,
its culture. To understand the
politics of alienation involved in
the entire process and also to
facilitate a cultural fight back,
the networks of linguistic and

nature of the existing academic
framework in this country. Add-
ed to that, most of the pictorial
illustrations supplied with sto-
ries and rhymes in the primary
readers have explicit European
touches.

In one such illustration,

cultural b y need to
deconstructed at
the very outset.
Therefore the clas-
sic 'A for apple’
equation and its
cultural resonan-
ces must be un-
derstood vis-a-vis

this larger politico-
cultural frame-
work.

It is quite nor-
mal to kick-start
the formal cogni-
tive process of a
Western child with
the image of an
apple as it is one of
the most common
cultural images in Western
countries, especially in England.
Apple is so amply available in
these countries that many of
their dishes contain the fruit in
one form or another. Even some
of their religious scriptures and
popular cultural texts contain
multiple references and allu-
sions to the apple.

Thus, an apple is such a
popular image in Western cul-
ture that it catches the imagina-
tion of a Western child easily
and quickly. Therefore, it is
expected that their formal cog-
nitive process would start with
such a hugely popular image as
that of an apple. ‘A for apple’ is
thus not only expected but also
effective from the cultural as
well as cognitive perspective.

However, it is weird to re-
peat the same in the Indian
context for obvious reasons.
There is no denying the fact that
knowledge of the English lan-
guage is crucial in a vastly glob-
alised world where English is
used as the global lingua franca.
But teaching and learning of the
English language must not be
done through a curriculum that
may contain seeds of cultural or
psychological colonisation.

A close study of some of the
well-known stories and rhymes
taught at the primary and pre-
primary levels across India
would reveal the Eurocentric

acc g a popular far-
mer's story, the
farmer is shown to
have been dressed
up almost like
Sherlock Holmes
with a hat and a
pair of gumboots!
In the European
context, this ima-
ge s perfectly al-
right. But this cre-
ates a completely
false image of a
farmer in the bud-
ding Indian min-
ds. Thus children
get alienated un-
knowingly from
Indian realities.

In the same way, the rela-
tions between the black sheep
and its master, between the
farmer and his farm, between
God and his creation etc. have
been represented through Euro-
centric images and sign sys-
tems. Thus, while learning the
English language, children get
immersed in a world that has no
connection whatsoever with the
world around them.

This intellectual alienation
ultimately leads to cultural ali-
enation, which, in the long run,
proves fatal for this community
of young learners. As stated ear-
lier, an unpolished and unqual-
ified contempt for whatever is
originally theirs develops within
such children and they feel ash-
amed to speak their mother
tongue and also to have regard
for their own culture.

Closing down of English
medium schools, or dropping
the English course from the aca-

stories and rhymes with typical
Indian images and sign systems
can be a viable alternative to the
current conflicting curriculum.
In doing so, the role of language
as a communicator of culture
must be kept in mind.

The words of the Kenyan
author and intellectual Ng g wa

Thiong'o are highly suggestive |

in this context. While explaining
the relation between
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Embracing smart
citizenship ina
digital age

y digitising all the data related
to our lives, we can allow
computers to handle these
tasks automatically and accu-
rately. This would save people a
tremendous amount of time on paper-
work, notarisations, confirmations,
and submitting applications. In turn,
this means society as a whole would
become more efficient and save
resources. Plus, digitisation can really
boost business activities by encourag-
ing investment and innovation.
Working on an exciting project
called Deep Signature, which uses
blockchain technology to create a
"Smart Resident Card” for apartment
complexes. Just imagine a resident
who can move seamlessly through
security checkpoints using a single
unique code. They could access
amenities and services in their com-
munity easily, securely, and at a low
cost, like generating a QR code. While
these solutions might seem small, they
are perfectly aligned with the vision of
a digital government in the future.
Imagine blockchain as a secure,
unchangeable public record, and
think of Al as your smart assistant that
helps you find and make sense of
information from that record. For
instance, when you go shopping and
scan a product with DeepQR,
blockchain ensures that the informa-
tion you get is accurate. Meanwhile,
Al can recommend related products
based on what you're looking for.

Viét Nam News.

We're already used to interacting with
Al such as ChatGPT in our daily rou-
tines, but blockchain can feel a bit
more complex. In our view, Al pro-
vides results that are more about
trends and p

and identity he said, "Language
carries culture, and culture car-
ries, particularly through orat-
ure and literature, the entire
body of values by which we
come to perceive ourselves and
our place in the world. How
people perceive themselves
affects how they look at their
culture....

The long existing colnmal
residues in the overal

data to give y vuu the best guess. On xhe
other hand, blockchain offers a way to
verify data with complete certainty.
The fusion of Al and blockchain is def-
initely going to be a game-changer,
enhancing efficiency and trust, and
making operations smoother in many
aspects of our lives. For example,
we're working on an innovative con-
cept called the Smart Green Super-
market. [n these supermarkets, all the
will have clear

curricula, especially at primary
and pre-primary levels, must
stop now and forever. Time is
ripe for Indian policy makers to
frame a curriculum for primary
and pre-primary students that
would encourage both teachers
and learners to approach Eng-
lish as a medium of communi-
cation first and then as a carrier
of culture - Indian culture of
course. Appropriate and useful

about their origins, thanks to DeepQR
codes powered by blockchain technol-

ogy.

Plus, the Al system will quickly
suggest products that fit your shop-
ping needs. The best part is that there
won't be any staff because everything
will be fully automated, even the
checkout process, which means you
can expect lower prices. We're work-
ing on several digital technology proj-
ects using DeepSignature’s blockchain

texts and must be

One of our ini-

introduced with a view to creat-
ing an Indian cultural environ-
ment within the curricula and
also within the classroom.
Without dispelling the aura
of cultural superiority associat-
ed with English language, the
spell of the cultural false con-
sclousness among Indian stu-
dents shall never be broken.
This applies to other hegemonic
discourses too. Therefore, sys-
tematic and collective resistan-
ce against such normalised pra-
ctices, which are largely hege-
monic in nature, is necessary to
build an inclusive and inde-
pendent i)mzm. Shadow wars

tiatives is the Smart Green Supermar-
ket designed to create 8 modern shop-
ping experience for consumers. It
allows shoppers to easily recognise
products as they add them to their
carts, trace the origin of items, gener-
ate orders, and make automatic pay-
ments - all through a simple QR code
attached to each product. It's a seam-
less way to transform the shopping
experience!

Another project we're developing
is the Smart Resident Card. This com-
bines DeepQR technology with scan-
ning capabilities. It's not just a key for
entering and exiting apartment com-
plexes; it also enhances security and
acts as a convenient tool for managing

demic curriculum, or i
the so-called Indian knowledge
system on children won't be a
feasible solution to this serious
problem. A rational restructur-
ing of the existing English cur-
riculum at the pre-primary and
the primary levels, emphasising
liberal and diversified Indian
cultural images and icons, may
initiate a whole new process of
cultural re-membering. English
language taught through Indian

A massive task

SIR, This is in response to the ar-
ticle, "The Mahakumbh at Praya-
graj” by Sushma Saksena pub-
lished in The Statesman yesterday
(23 February). No words are suf-
ficient to thank her for depicting
the real atmosphere of Kumbh.
We the crores of people who cou-
Id not make it to the Kumbh Mela
have been able to feel the divine
touch one experiences when one
takes a dip in the holy water.

It is indeed not a joke that
more than sixty crore people have
already taken a dip which amou-
nts to around half the population
of India approximately. | am real-
Iy moved by the mammoth arra-

on others’ k ciall
on English, or futile grumbles of
dejected hearts on International
Mother Language Day shall nei-
ther save the mother nor the
tongue. One has to understand
that the best way to save a peo-
ple’s language is to preserve
their culture and to instil a sen-
se of pride among people about
their own culture. If the tongue
is to be saved, the mother needs
to be saved first.

living can sched-
ule the use of amenities and pay for
services remotely, all in one place.

These initiatives are real-world
applications of the concepts of “digital
economy’ and 'digital citizens' that we
at DeepPro are passionate about. We
aim to help people embrace a smart
and modern lifestyle at an affordable
cost compared to foreign technolo-
gles. Currently, we're over 90 per cent
complete and getting ready for a pilot
launch soon.

ngements made by UP Govern-
ment administration to conduct
such a huge conglomeration
smoothly and efficiently. As the
author has pointed out, the cro-
wd was massive but the atmos-
phere was serene, full of devotion
and religious fervour.

Though there were traffic

=

snarls and vehicles needed to

stop for hours for clearance, all
waited peacefully, without any
jostling or argument. People from
all sections of society assembled,
walked for miles peacefully,
sometimes taking rest and avail-
ing home-made food. There was
absolutely no grudge, no blame,
total patience and submission
before the Almighty.

Barring a few unfortunate
incidents like the stampede at
New Delhi railway station, fire at
mela complex and another stam-
pede at Prayagraj, the huge event
is almost over and will be com-
pleted on Maha Shivaratri. |
would like to strongly condemn
those politicians who are issuing
statements from outside criticis-
ing the UP government regarding

arrangements. These people are

attending the Mahakumbh like

trying to fish in troubled waters
and they need to be isolated. Any
insult to Kumbh Mela will now be
equal to insulting crores of Hin-
dus which 1 think no politician
will dare to do. Rather they sho-
uld on what

Sushma Saksena. However, this
holy dip has been overshadowed
by the commercialization of the
event, Some leaders are calculat-
ing its impact on the GDP of Uttar
Pradesh. The announcement of

the g about so many

like Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Amitabh Bachchan
have done for the development of
this holy place where they were
born and brought up?
Yours, etc.,
Dr. Purushottam Chattopadhyay,
Kolkata, 24 February.

CHANCGING LIVES?

SIR, Apropos the article “Maha-
kumbh at Prayagraj” there can be
no question about the devotion
and piety of crores of Hindus

devotees attending is reminiscent
of producers quoting numbers to
prove that their movie was a hit.
The success of the Kumbh
must be counted by the change
in the lives of the people who
took the holy dip. And whether
they have become better human
beings. Would there be more
peace in the families and less of
anger against those who think
differently?
Yours, etc., Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai, 23 February.

.
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A district revisited

AMITABHA BHATTACHARYA

siting a district, decades
later, opens up floodgates of
memory. When I think of
Kakinada, the district head-
quarters of the famous East Godavari
district of undivided Andhra Pradesh,
where [ had served in 1979-81, certain

- bringing people closer to seats of
administration. Population has
increased, so have aspirations for a
better life. Use of technology and
spread of social media have solved
many problems, and have created
many new.

India has changed, the pace
accelerated since the early 1990s with

images endure. What |
vividly are not always related to what
I was duty-bound to perform.

The first impressions of visiting
Rangaraya Medical College and see-
ing the viscera of world-renowned
biologist |.B.S. Haldane preserved in
glass jars of the Pathology depart-
ment; of addressing a gathering at
Brahmopasana Mandir on the evolu-
tion of the Brahmo Samaj movement
in which Kakinada and nearby Pitha-
puram played a significant role; of set-
ting up the Kakinada Film Circle to
introduce world-class movies to the
local cineastes and celebrating twen-
ty-five years of Satyajit Ray's Pather
Panchali; visiting a place in Kovvur,
across the Godavari, hallowed by
many Valshnavites as where Chai-
tanya Mahaprabhu had met Ray
Ramananda (then Governor of the
Gajapati empire) and converted him
in 1512 A.D., and absorbing the
impact of the great engineer Sir
Arthur Cotton in making the Godavari
delta prosperous. And interestingly,
how Indira Gandhi after a whirlwind
district tour on an election campaign
was urging the accompanying Chief
Minister Chenna Reddy, at a Rajah-
mundry guest house, to quickly get
ready in order to reach the adjoining
district at the earliest!

Much water has since flown
through the Godavari. The state has
been bifurcated, and the number of
districts has irstwhile East

ushered in by
the Narasimha Rao government. Cer-
tain states like the present-day
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana were
already prepared to take better advan-
tage than many others. The signs of
Er()spﬂlly are evident everywhere.
ut nothing happens automatically.

In this part of India, administra-
tion was well-respected, thanks to the
iconic efforts of selfless civil servants
like S.R. Sankaran (whose statue
adorns the entrance to Kakinada col-
lectorate), and visionary engineers like
Arthur Cotton (whose statues have
been erected by grateful people all
over). Engineering and medical edu-
cation, especially in the private sector,
started spreading from the early 1980s.

Strong affirmative actions like
reservation for the carefully identified
weaker sections, irrespective of reli-

posedly the second-largest stretch of

glon, and reser-
vation for women, have all gone a
long way in making its society so ver-
itably inclusive. The innovative wel-
fare measures introduced by NTR
including the Rs 2 per kg rice scheme
empowered the poorer lot like never
before. The state had long encouraged
rivate sector participation, and Pub-
ic-Private Partnership was never
scoffed at. All these and other pro-
gressive measures of successive
regimes unleashed the state's poten-
tial, and have made its hardworking

people shine with full colors.
T of the Kakinada

Godavari district has been divided
into more than three, the boundaries
largely coinciding with those of par-
liamentary constituencies. On the
whole, this seems to be a good move

sea-port, primarily by private initia-
tive, and the development of
Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary that has
35 mangrove species and over 100
uncommon bird species and sup-

T forest in India, are among
cases in point.

How is the district administra-
tion coping with the new challenges?

Public awareness being height-
ened, district officers are being
increasingly questioned for their
actions. It is often convenient to
approach the District Collector direct-

y, reduction of al
area of districts has not lessened
their work load. Priorities have
changed. Much of our time used to
be spent on collection and settle-
ment of land revenue, acquisition of
land, attending to law-and-order
issues often arising from land and
water related disputes, appointment
of village officers and distribution of
government land to landless ones.
Many of such activities have either
been streamlined or abandoned alto-
gether. The famous Twenty Point
Economic Programme, though per-
tinent at that time, has lost some of
its relevance.

ly for | of grievances. Emer-
gence of new development priorities
apart, the need to ‘instantly’ respond
to any crisis that gets flashed on TV
and social media, is keeping the offi-
cials on their toes. Response time for
local administration has reduced sub-
stantially.

With newer challenges demand-
ing newer knowledge and skills to
handle, and the fact that higher civil
services have always attracted a fair
share of the country’s best talent, the
senior district officials, especially from
the All-India Services, now have edu-
cational backgrounds substantially
different from those who led the

districts earlier. The Collector and
District Magistrate at Kakinada is a
product of BITS, Pilani and [IM,
Ahmedabad; the Joint Collector an
engineer from HT, Delhi. These are
not exceptions. Their ability to quan-
tify things and projectise issues, han-
dle technology with ease, and
address problems from a scientific
angle is often refreshingly different.
The recruits to higher civil services
now faithfully reflect the diversity of
the emergent India

It is largely owing to the efforts of
dedicated district officials - at every
level - that things have been changing
for the better, and the future bodes
well. Despite the tireless work that the
young officers put in, | guess they still
find time to stare at their spouses.

(The writer Is a retired 1AS officer)

Adore Trump to

ROBERT J. FOUSER

n his first month back in the
White House, Donald Trump has
been a tempest of change and, in
the eyes of many, destruction. On
domestic policy, he has focused on
the culture wars and remaking the
federal government in his image. On
foreign policy, he has imposed tariffs
while positioning himself as a peace-
maker and an imperialist. The storm
has been filled with contradictory
messages that have left many coun-
tries scrambling. What is going on?
To answer this question, it's
important to consider the psycholog-
ical motivations behind Trump's
actions. Some leaders base their
actions on a set of core beliefs. In US
history, Abraham Lincoln and Martin
Luther King, Jr. are prime examples,
and in South Korean history, Kim
Dae-jung fits in this group. Strong
core beliefs help these leaders stay
focused on long-term goals amid
adversity and temporary setbacks.
Other leaders base their actions on a
bold response to a crisis. In US histo-

What, then, are Trump’s psycho-
logical needs? And how should South
Korea's leaders deal with them?

Trump's most pressing psycho-
logical need is adoration. To get ado-
ration, he needs to be at the centre
of attention. Attention does not
always bring adoration, of course,
but without attention, there is no
potential for adoration. This explains
the use of social media and his acces-
sibility as president. It also explains
his resilience during times of political
difficulty.

This need comes from his deep
sense of inferiority developed in his
formative years. Trump was born in
the borough of Queens in New York
City, which is one of the four non-
Manhattan “outer boroughs.”
Trump’s father, Fred Trump, made
money in rental real estate in New
York and passed that fortune onto
Trump who decided, in 1971, to
jump into real estate development in
Manhattan.

In Manhattan, Trump was an
“outer borough” outsider and was
shunned by the city’s elite as he rose

ry, Franklin D. K It epitomi
this category, but others before and
after him fit into the category.

And then there is the category of
leaders who base their actions on var-
ious psychological needs. Trump
belongs in this category, which makes
it difficult to predict what he will do.
To be sure, all leaders have psycho-
logical needs, just like everybody else,
but the difference with Trump is that
he bases his actions on them far more
than most leaders do.

to pr . In the 1980s, the
sense of rejection pushed Trump to
get revenge through attention-grab-
bing actions such as building Trump
Tower and buying the iconic Plaza
Hotel. He first made the cover of
“Time" magazine way back in 1989.
As a celebrity, Trump thrived on
adoration, but he needed more,
which is why he ran for president in
2016. During his long, pre-political
career, Trump developed a keen sense
of where people stand, particularly as

get on his right side!

it relates to adoration. This ability
allows him to tailor his message to
appeal to voters, giving him the ado-
ration he craves.

Trump has long believed that
the US is being “ripped off” by other
countries, particularly allies like
South Korea. This appears to be a
core belief, but he is quick to make
exceptions based on the adoration
he receives from a country's leader.
During his first term, for example,
Japan was not a target because he got
on well with then-Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

The pattern is repeating itself
only one month into his second

term. He did not get on well with
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in his first
term, and it is not going well this
time around.

In all likelihood, South Korea will
have a new president this May who
will reach out to Trump as any new
president would. In doing so, the new
president should keep in

just with words, but with actions.
Increasing defence spending from the
current level of 2.8 per cent of gross
domestic product to, say, 3 per cent
would fit Trump’s narrative about
defence spending. Likewise, propos-
als to buy more US products and
invest more in the US would help to
reduce pressure on trade.

Dealing with Trump is not easy,
but ing his psyc cal

mind. Adoration, of course, is differ-
ent from flattery and Trump knows
the difference.

The key to conveying adoration,
as opposed to superficial flattery, is to
flow with the Trump narrative, not

need for adoration offers a way to
avoid confrontation and find com-
mon ground, Leave the resistance to
American voters.
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100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

At the annual meeting of the Church
Education League on Monday Lord Lytton
took the opportunity of correcting a misap-
prehension which has arisen out of his recent
speech on social service organization. Not
only, he explained, had he said nothing which
could be condensed into the statement that
there was little or no soclal service in Bengal,
but on the contrary he had been careful to
pay a tribute to many examples of valuable
social service that he had come across in
India. What he had said was that in this coun-
try, where so much is expected of Govern-
ment, many needs which Government cannot
supply remain unmet. This courteous expla-
nation should have a good effect. The public,
knowing the amount of unpaid work that is
done on every side, were naturally surprised
at the words attributed in some quarters to
His Excellency. We assumed at the time that
the reference was not to any lack of social
service but w a lack of continuing organiza-
tions for the purpose. Enthusiasm waxes and
wanes, but organization can give it enduring
consequences,

LORD BIRKENHEAD AND
LABOUR

WARM TRIBUTE TO
EX-PREMIER

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. | LONDON

In the course of a speech at Birmingham
Lord Birkenhead paid a tribute to the manner
in which Mr. Ramsay MacDonald had handled
the Indian and Egyptian problems. "There has
never,” he said, “been the slightest failure on
the part of the ex-Premier to indicate coura-
geously and in unmistakable language his
views on the responsibility of Britain.”

Lord Birkenhead went on to say that the
only solution of the difficulties confronting
us to-day lay in a clear perspective upon
non-party lines. The duty of the British peo-
pleis to say *I stand for Britain.”

Lord Birkenhead foresaw the day when
those representing organized labour would
succeed the Government, but Labour would
only retain power if it made itself the mouth-
peace not of one section of English life but
of the nation as a whole.

SLOW PROGRESS

TEMPERATURE STILL
RISING: LATEST BULLETIN

NDON, FES

His Majesty’s three medical attendants,
after a lengthy visit to Buckingham Palace
this evening, issued the following bulletin,
at elght o'dock:

“The King passed a fair day. There was
still a rise of temperature in the evening, but
ow progress continues. The onset of
fluenza is somewhat severe, The bronchitis
is extending to the bases of the lungs, a form
of the malady apt to be a tedious resistant.

“In order to secure complete restora-
tion of health and fitness, we ad-wvise that,
when convalescence is reached, His Majesty
should proceed on a south of Europe cruise
in a yacht for a few weeks.”

FRANCE AND PACIFIC

SUGGESTED
ASSURANCES TO
JAPAN

RIS, FEB

FRENCH policy in the Pacific is being
much discussed here.

Jacques Bardoux in an article in Le
Temps, frankly regrets the termination of the
Anglo-Japanese alliance and, urges Anglo-
French co-operation, giving Japan such
assurances as would deter her from commit-
ting herself too far into an association with
Russia, and, afterwards, with Germany.

The ex-Minister, M. Albert Sarraut, in a
speech urging co-operation between France
and Britain, points out that France is able
to assist in securing the safety of India,
which is threatened by Bolshevik Russia, as
it always was by Tsarist Russia.

French support in Egypt could con-
tribute to the protection of the route to India,
which French Syria covers, and the French
port of Djibouti would help Aden and ensure
an Indo-China bastion for India. He declares
that such help will be most valuable.

M.M. Bardoux and Sarraut both insist
that Franco-British interests in Asia, as in
America, are indissolubly linked. It is
declared that the main purpose is to detach
Japan from the formidable coalition at
which Russia is said to be aiming, and in
which Germany is already involved.

SOFIA TERRORISTS

COMMUNIST
“CHEKA" BEHIND
RECENT OUTRAGES

OFFICIAL investigations report, in con-
nexion with the recent outrages in Bulgaria,
the existence of a Com-munist "Cheka” in
Sofia, which has condemned persons to
death and is carrying out its sentences by
means of terrorists.

The president of the *Cheka” and also
one Petkonapetoff (alleged to be connect-
ed with agrarian communists abroad)
have been arrested and have made a full
confession.




