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NOT QANTA CLALL,
A BUSINESS TeooN
IEFT Thele GIFTH
FOR YoU, DEAR

Positive push to Kuwait ties
signals India’s growing heft

uwait pulled out all stops to make the visit of an Indian Prime

Mmmer fbr the first time in 43 years a truly memorable one with a

of honour, the conferring of the nation's highest

civilian award which is The Order of Mubarak Al Kabeer, and the

Kuwait's Prime Minister being at the airport to offer a warm sendoff to Mr
Narendra Modi.

With Kuwait heading the GCC now, the visit alse highlighted the role of
the region, with its fair sprinkling of Indians forming the majority expa-
triate lation of a few member countries, in India's increasin

apements, especially with the Gulf nations. Kuwait was the GC (eom-
pr!gsmg Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, GQatar, S8audi Arabia and the UAE) coun-
try to which PM Modi was paying & maiden visit

The civilian award was Modi's 20th in 10 year! More than an individual

our for a Prime Minister who enjoy rsonal rappart with several
world leaders, it is to be read as a !\}gn ndia’s growing role in world
affairs as seen lataly in the country emerg'mg as one of the leading woices
of the Global South.

An unstated reason for the warmth on display

An unstated in the 2<ay visit, the first since Mra Indira . e ¢ I_ETTERS
reason for the Gandhi's visit in 1961, may also have been thata ]
warmth on display bit of the bitterness of the past lies fo
Rancour may have cropped up because Kuwait . EENBM: ES
in the 2-day visit, ;e l%npmessimpﬁn India had not been G K BLUES
the first since sympathetic enough of its plight and cause The rupee has crossed 85 to
Mrs Indira _\l'hfgi‘lni,-m'aﬂed by Sadaam Hussein's Iragi forces the dellar and citizens are
1 in: 1990 r \ r
?;;l“:l ""“I;' The invasion itself lasted under a week as um WS extremely concerned. A
» May als0 pji0q forcos rendered Kuwait back to its rulers, large number of students are
"bﬂl':ﬂ mﬂb‘hﬂ a bt it u};ayh:m‘;: t:dken gmcwhulef‘m (had( hyéphes =t - stuck in foreign countries
o @ bittér- sion, whether based on facts or not, to die down uarant i Codomba over t r
ness of the past dﬂ! mﬂm %ﬂthgelkmg ?md heexpnﬁui»e]y in m‘:.:::.x: q'-‘“m“ af “’m“;] ?E,%Tﬁg.? ;‘fc.;gtgaér?f-ﬁ is
escribing that feeling, “In the end, we will ) extern, . ! - w
lies forgotten. Padma Rao ordinary Lankans, at its lowest in seven quar-

remember not the words of our enemies but the
silence of our friends.”

Today, Kuwait freely acknowledges the contribution of Indian labour to
the bullding of Kuwait from an eil-rich expanse of sand into a modern
nation with a capital city to be proud of. PM Modi's visit to a labour camp
was India's way of admiring what its blue-collar labour force has done lur
the development of a major part of the Gulf region.

It is the shared vision of the future that the leaders spelt out as Emir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah of Kuwait and Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah AlMKhalid Al-Sabah met PM Modi that stands out while the
talks were productive towards launching many memoranda of under-
standing by which India can offer in terms of technology and tech infra,
fintech, and pharmaceuticals.

The defence accord that is to do with trainin
production of defence equipment is an indicator of India's growing
strength as a producer of nee equipment and this lends the weight to
the elevation of ties to a strategic relationship. What India has offered sev-
erdl nations in a year of intense diplomacy and Prime Mml!ner]x.l visits is
reflective of its growing technological prowess as well its diplomatic
approach of putting up front what could be of mutual benefit.

Maha Cabinet must start work

withstandi
Maharashira

. maritime safety and joint

the Mahayuti getting a clear mandate in the

mbly elections, the state has witnessed only con-
fusion over the government formation for nearly a month. After
delays in deciding the chisf minister and Cabinet expansion, chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis has fi allocated Cabinet portfelios to his min-
isters. Bharativa Janata Party has kept all key posts in the state, including
the CM, home minister, Legislative Assembly Speaker and the Legislative
Council Chairman with itself. But the delays in government formation
surﬁgest that the party is still not in complete contral.

r Fadnavis was sworn in as the chief minister on December 5, which
was 13 days after the election result, [t took him anather 1 days to form a
l\lll-l‘]ed,ged Cabinet. He has kept only one seat vacant is Cabinet and
E{ eleven ministers from the Shinde Cabinet did not find & place in the

dnavia Cabinet. Ajit Pawar-led NCP's five ministers — Chl n
Bhuijhal. Dharmarao Baba Atram, Sanjay Bansode. Dilip Walse Patil and
Anil Patil — were BJIF's three ministers — ndra Chavan,
Sudhir Mu tiwar and Vijaykumar Gavit as well as Shiv Sena's Tanaji
Sawant, Abdul Sartar and Deepak Kesarkar, were alao left out.

Tensions started by the Cabinet formation were further escalated by the
partfolio distribution. Some of the heavyweight ministera from the Shinde
E:vem.mem have got leas significant d.epenmsvnﬂ State water

ment has been bifurcated and given o BJP's R.ndhs.knshn.n \.-ﬂ(he
Pa(i.l anid Girish Mahajan.

NCP's Dharum]aﬁ Munde, who was agriculture minister, has heen given
the food and civil supply d.epanmem In Mr Pawar's words, “some are
happy, some are unhappy.” with these decisions.

Mr Fadnavis has, howewver, mauaied to keep his dej
he did not get the home ministry which he wanted,

lum portfolios of Urban Devel

partment, he can control the
MMRDA, CIDCO and MSRDC.

r Pawar has retained his finance de nt, which
aver the state budget. Mow that the trio has got what they wanted, they
should run the government decisively. Otherwise their landslide victory
will be meaningless.

uties happy. Though
r Shinde s two
ment and Housing. Through the UD

local bodies and key agencies like

ives him control
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tempesiu-
ously, and interest in the
island nation's affairs has
gm\ln i Inlin.
vyet, fow Indian
uep-arl!r! covering  Sri
Lankan President Anura
Dmarla rake's first state
isit to Mew Delhi rz:enmr
wentured  beyond
umbrella headmgs]l]oe lhE
fishermen's issue".
“Tamil guestion” and lhE
“China conundrum”. in
their analyses last week.
Yes, there is a “fisher-
men's issue’; it's no new
menon. Despite hav-
Imgg dedicated committees to
the unfair ]ﬁmctibe.
i trawlers st
the shallow waters of the
Palk Straits, depriving
small Sri Lankan fisher-
men of their daily catch,
and the Sri Lankan Navy
frequently arrests  the
imtruders.

subject during Mr
Dissanayake's visit but
thats hardly likely to wiark
an overnight miracle.
However, it would have
beenoanlexmxlg pertinent
ta tion that the greatest
fish robber in the larger
fishi grounds af me
Indian Qeean is China, not
India. Further, Sri Lanka i
not only a member of
Chinas “Belt and Road
[nmal.we"[BR]] 'huta]sons
ally. Mr Di

v,
hupIJTl.lll
VP, has
B heen  close to
[gllmhnsmelar@ﬁlﬂsh
ing fleet in the workd. China
Eomle i e
i v
mgmmpmhyﬂleﬂh‘s
Food and iculture
Organisation (FAOQ) an
@ cent of

extreme  left-wi
Janatha

Peramuna
always

Sundarji

[ndu—Pacll'n: l jon. It is
Geneva-
based ‘[UU [miex" Amnd
this affects fishermen in
both India and Sri Lanka.
Furthermore, China has
unity in the
urresolved fracas between
Inedia and Sri Lanka in the
uelam-eLv small  Palk
Straits, and has been “culti-
vating” Sn Lanka's fishing
cHnmunity. Among cther
things, it has set up aﬂwr
ishing fish cannery in Sri
Lanka’s Mannar.
All these aspects went
puestioned in the report-
5t week. Even the fact
that a pasitive outocome of
the India-China  talks,
which also took place last
week, may lead to & recali-
bration of their hostility
over Sri Lanka (where

gtlmu].nl.ed o informed
speculation.

Other  routine  bullet
points that reparters tick off
whecw\!rihet\mmumnﬁ
meet, are “the Tamil g
tiom" and the related ‘]'uh

" igsue.
aumnred former Prime

Minister v Gandhi,
when Sri was in the
early throes of a devastat-

ing civil war du which
g’Fm than lmgﬁgﬁgh,
including Rajiv hi

written 28 and
the war ended nearly 16
}'Em‘saga Dtbel l]\an com

A.rmv heLd prn'i'a:e lands ]
their Tamil owners after he
uaanagg]]oe wen;‘ademr
no

reference to the amend-

ment — nor o the autone-
my it guarantees Sri
Lankan ila — so far,

neither in the run-up to the
idential  pal in
ptember, nor in New
Delhi last weels. Sri Lankan

have received 25 per cent of
the Tamil vate at that pall:
an unprecedented feat in
the turbulent electoral his-
tary of Sri Lanka.

there was scarcely &
mention of Prime Minister
Narendra Medi's  own
achievements in Sri Lanka,
especially in the cantext of

the Tamil question”.

Love him o hate him, it is
Mr Modi whe first shed
India's ear]l!r clhse!sl.an
“Tamil
quesuun Be it to cock a
snook at (Rajiv Gandhi's)
Congress Party or not, it is
the PM who hardly ever
mentions the Lith
Amendment. And impor-
tantly, it is Mr Modi who

n the long overdue task

rging bener ties with
the country's  Sinhala
Buddhist majority.

Indian foreign secretary
Vikram Mlﬁ's finely
ruanced, Extempare
ues]nns!! to the “Tamdil
question” at a press confer-
em:e last week, too, were 4

iom of India
leal' slm.l.l Sri la'nlg;mﬁﬁ
Misri chose to emphasise

iy, e eader o
P a
Sinhala chauvinist, contro-
versial, extreme left-wing

y, in Sri Lanka's minor-

indu-Tamil dominated
North and East of all
plnce!. As for the “Tamil
quesuun the fove ign secre-

left the task nnt o amr

ia-engimesred idess,
to Mr Dissanayake h]mself
“l‘heue is Ien e'xpecta}il.an

lDl!EBn&\al.E] ta respond to
{Tamil) expectations,” Mr
Misri said. “We hope to see
that go forward and wish
him success in this endeav-
o

New Delhi's cautiousness

[

But despite cultural cous-
inhood and neighbourly
geneposity, India is far from
gfular among ardinary

kans, as is erro-
neously imagined by many
E:mpaus Indians framhu
ting amundme
oountry on hali

Distrust lawanis the Big
Brother was in full evi-
dence in the Sri Lankan
media reporting an their
FPresident's visit to India
last  wesk, Many  Sri
Lankans  found ~ Mr
Dissa ke's “tone” in
New 1100 “servile™
“canciliatory”,

Ina scathing editarial, the
rj afcentre Sri Lankan

7 The Island pointed cut
ﬂnt between 16 and zm
ke

Mr
fierce critic of signing
agreements wa.g
India and had alleged sever-
al times that India contrals
Sri 's  economy,
mmpulmmmhmgand
that any eonmectivity
jects with India “would be
detrimental to Sri Lanka's
independence”. Amd yet,
here he was in New Delhi,
’gmng documents

v called, 8
“Hobson's choice” for Sri
Lanka.

ters, while a wider merchan-
dise trade deficit has added
to the strain. Coupled with
the outflow from domestic
equity markets, these paint a
challenging picture.
Investors are also eyeing the
upcoming US inflation data,
which could influence the
Federal Reserve's next
moves. While policymakers
could seize this moment to
offer incentives to export-
oriented industries and
streamline processes for
global trade, leveraging the
depreciating currency to
India’s advantage, it's time
now to boost structural
reforms.

Yash Pal Ralhan

Jalandhar

NO DOCTORS IN MAHA

MAHARASHTRA, the second:most
densely populated state, is enduring bad

m& of doctors, nurses and para-
staff in nspllmsry healtheare
nemmsalzzp-arl:em. A5 per cent and 209

per cent respectively. The CAG aodit
Lwepu'ts]sosays theare projects

think tank, the National
Peace Foundation (NPR),
recalls the wolatility and
suddenness of the ecivil
uprising against a govern-
ment Sri lﬁ%ﬁ’ﬂ&'ﬁj
enphorically -
seleg. when the econamic
crisis erupted two years
agn. He sounds a warning

Dissanayake-led
NPD the riiing Hatond

People's wazr alliance,
which consists of activists

rights. It will not permit
rints EET) — SAY — tW
communities. But it's nod
wery keen on the rights of
any single community —
like, say, the minority
Tamils — either. The gov-
ermment is simply nat can-
sulting the minorities on
decisions being taken an
their behalf. And that may

Deqmeammmesse in healthcare spend-
ing, the states budget remains insuffi-
clem. 1\1! nEw gwenumﬂt st Iske
‘this imm
mlm'a]}neslﬂmds.wm pea-
1%ﬂm‘eumi.el'gm.rg|u1.tn]cllmsm:a.m:lsl.tl’-
1.

lakir Hussain
Kanper

CHECK BUILDING MAFIA

APROPOS THE Mohali building col-
];g:e this incident is an example of

t happens when, during the con-
struction of a bul]d1|1g ane overlooks
safiety. It appears that the building has

cal due to dipging of the earth
mﬂfpsedm retaing gﬁm:e to the
o tion. More so, it was much
hlghe'r than permi hle fior the bear-

of the snd.l 1ndjcal|| the
lau]: %m.h Igm
deslgned it and t.be Al l’lﬂ.ﬁ whao

permitted digging without taking cog-
nisance of the likely effect it would
have on the adjacent building The
result will, however, only be clarified

aburial Sekrs Natiagal Youh Core, 208 Des Duyal Upad byay Sarg, Sew Cleibi- 110002, Phses: unreported @) per ground in Sri Lanka. India : t
oo 23211124 China’s total antwal caich, Tamils are enraged about  did come to the southern  prove their Achilles Heel© by the nquiry. It is high time for the
:“““f‘“‘”“"""“" i . is acerued through “Illegal, many other Gssues. But the  neighbow’s rescue during state autharities to crack down on all
Hoe sttty e A e Cyeers, £16 o Dy ey Mg b Unre and  non-implementation of the it economic crisis of 202 The writer s a vetersn illega] constructions with an iron
¥ Larsio: Qaikorans Bisch 2. Eliabess Heums, 20 Yok el Lamdsrs 561710 Unregulated” (UU) fishing — dated document is not one by extending aid worth — foveign carrespondent and

[T ———— activity in the Indian of them. If it were. Mr  nearly $4 billion. India con- the author of Sri Lanka: Col. R.8. Narula (Retd)

Ocean_and elsewhere inthe  Dissanayake would not  tinues to stand ss global The New Cauntry Patia

should we look forward to in 20057 senting consery. 111&&; }:y]l China trade war will favour us, it will harm every- mmhmﬂwm@mmMMm

Imem“ilm'kﬁn'wnrdm” the semse umsmmervmiw I|etnars Forall of these  ome. cy. Mr Trump has more agency ove
rather than welcome. [t reasons, we should Another issue that will affect the world nega- ammﬂmuhednesmwkmaln‘s.l{e

Aakar Patel

headel'h:hlgyem‘alﬂpw)ndin

after Dmnldhmmm DVET a8 Alnerh:.n‘
Pm!lda\tsphumumuﬂ: What
has affecied the world over

g:ﬂl‘&buldwlmmd&ammmhuda
Badil Mr Trump. Mo

2025 is likely to

American

MtdﬂeEnBLandhhmmthemeasymrhepm
ecndaamseparsl‘eﬂ\ea:aumm pohmu

be a defining &=

year, but may not
be welcome to all

B’I.dEle'nrimm mﬂmledmﬂlw’hmups

Mr'l‘rumpiadhhmll:ecauaend’ldnhnsemd

g!peal to people who want disruption
nlnmaqunmau‘]_l{e 15 also unusual for hav-

and want

becanse he is likely push for hi head
158 i8 SUICCRSBOF 45
the Republicans.

Thaugh he leads a political party seen 8s repre-

‘The saydl\mm one wﬂl mme on h\s Mr
WEW in which B elred 1o China 58
Hks 220X presidency saw tariffs which
S
St e R
arg can push hack. bath on the econom-

will have to choose to

is unlikely he will do

was on -

than. This will affect the world and it will affect us
as well

Peaple talk shout the “China Flus One™ strategy

of India benefi exiting China

tively is on climate change. Mr pulled out
Dfmemﬁmmi;ish:'zhﬁmmmh?é
E?aﬂsadm vt from energy focus
Bideu(:&.ghbhlnﬂmmmmm
which gave large subsidies for electrification)
towards more drilling and more . This
will create a cocooned America wl
making fossil fuel pick-

up trucks which only Americans drive while
Chlnnd;}mnslm il cver the global
production hyhbrid cars.
Rhm\derwmwmmpunmmendm
Im‘aebgelmdﬂemﬂanorﬂ:e]!unamnw
against Ukraine His general view has been to
that America should get out of wars but nat
can discerned from henm]\ehnnpttkedm
u'ha(wL'Ilhuppenh Mr Trump won over
a

from
ubedgmgh%uelgwﬁmunmﬂnmu
mmmm arter ceniury. Imils mm;.

mﬂsmhsewlmitdmﬂmexr'gﬂmm e
trade flattens or
Mo matter uhk‘_h gn'vemmem:s in power here,

thhuwmddoesnmshﬂmﬂwﬂ]nmshr&&n,we
should net assume that an escalation in

b-A Tﬂﬂiﬂl rly those of
Lebanese arigin, lnslmes like BMichi hecause
they were furious with Mr Biden. that
America will stop gifting bambs to

America has foand itself in aimeﬂmul across the

than any

before him and has seen it more as a cost centre
ﬁu&mmswawlcaam He wants Nao to pay for

ropean security against a
threat and not America. If, like his tariffs on
Chmn.thuﬂewtnsemummh:ssuum
then it will result in & more permanent shi
Mr'l‘rmpdnmmuee]?mnmmdldetmm
Cumdammrmﬂmhumnmhmwhtﬂl}mve
o be brought to heel on the question of trade. and
also secur mm&qum estions in these

5 a1 Warting ugp to

mnmhmesofun{lemﬂperhnpemg&n

things like currency.

but does niot fully deliver. It is mast ulﬂ]ﬁaelyd\xt
andﬂ:erhur?wsdw'l‘mmpwium
tothat ule. Thi

ficial intelligence, climate change, space, nequal-
are movi

ity, authoritarianism — ahng
rapidly than had been ned almiost to the
extent that there is no It will be an exeit-
ing 25, one is not sure if the events that
produce the excitement will be weloome.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty
International India. Twitter: @aakar patel
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Envisioning India as a global skill supplier

n an address in August,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said that he was
‘hopeful that India’s skilled
workforce will play a prominent
Tole in the global job market.

Global mega trends, such as
demographic transitions,
globalisation, technological
advancements, and climate
«change, are significantly altering
the demand for, and the supply of,
international migrant workers.
Among the various facets of such
changes, the skills of these
workers are assuming centrality in
public policy discourse.

Reviews of immigration polices
«of the traditional and major
migrant destinations (the U1.5., the
UK., Canada, and Gulf
Cooperation Council countries)
and of the new destinations
{Germany, South Korea, Japan,
et reveal the increased
prioritising of skill-selective and
skill-intense immigration. Most of
the destination countries
recognise that their ability to
respond to certain developments,
such as an ageing society,
digitalisation, declining fertility
rates, and the need for economic
diversification strategies to tackle
the challenging global economic
environment, can be met only by
welcoming international migrant
workers with the relevant skills.

Can India rise to the occasion
and bridge the ghobal skills gaps?
Responding effectively to the skill
needs of different destination
wcountries is a complex task.
Robust and evidence-based policy
interventions are essential to
facilitate skill-centred
international labeur migration
outflows from India.

Fragmented policy structure
However, India still lacks a
comprehensive policy architecture
for international labour maobility.
The policy interventions are
fragmented and are often not
lbased on evidence. The only data
source for annual migrant labour
outflows from India is the data on
emigration clearances, which
covers only those with an

s

S.K. Sasiku

Labaur and migration
analyst and farmer
seiios faculty,

V. Giri Natianal
Labaur Institute

India must
design a
comprehensive
national policy
on international
labour
migration, with
skill-centred
migration
anchored as one
of the
fundamental
pillars

educational attainment below
matriculation and low skilled
workers migrating to 18 select
countries. Such data inadequacy
stands as a major obstacle in
formulating constructive polices.
India's efforts have mostly
revolved around bilateral
agreements on international
labour mobility with different
countries covering aspects such as
social security, skills, protection,
and welfare. These are primarily
one-off exercises, nat situated
within a compasite policy
framework. Further, there are
hardly any evaluations available
on the cutcomes of these pacts
and the learnings from them.
India must design and
operationalise a comprehensive
national policy on international
labour migration, with
skill-centred migration anchored
a5 one of the fundamental pillars,
Such a policy should clearly set
the road map for the different
processes involved in transitioning
India as the global skill capital.

The way forward
The critical step in this direction is
to identify and anticipate the
ever-changing skills in demand in
select destination countries and
the emergent skill gaps across
their key sectors and occupations.
Organisations such as the
European Centre for the
Development of Vocational
Training are actively invohved in
skill forecasting for European
countries using rigorons
methodologies. Data and insights
obtained from regional and
national skill-forecasting exercises,
especially for the US., the UK.
and Canada, that mostly cover the
medium term (2.5 years), can help
India respond to skill needs. This
should be supplemented by big
data analytics of real-time online
job vacancies in destination
countries for which India seeks to
become the lead supplier of skills.
Onece this is done, India’s
capacity to provide the recquisite
sheills must be assessed. This will
entail systermnatic mapping of the
country's skill development efforts

related to skill mobility and
follow-up actions: introducing
identified skills and competencies
as a part of the curriculum in
specific institutions; reorienting
skill programmes of India’s
International Skill Centres to meet
the global skill gaps; creating
customised short-term skill
training geared towards
destination countries; and so on.
The priority must be to raise the
quality of skill development to
international standards. This calls
for the convergence of the skill
qualification systems of India and
the destination countries. India
also needs a review of the National
Skills Qualification Framework to
assess its effectiveness in aligning
our qualifications with those of the
major destination countries,

‘Considering that contemporary
immigration policies encourage
tempaorisation, return migration is
gaining prominemnce in
international skilled migration
flowes. This is another area where
India falls short: the optimum
utilisation of return migrants®
skills is one of the most neglected
aspects of the country’s migration
policies. The best way to
effectively reintegrate return
migrants is to ensure that the skills
and competencies they aceuire in
the destination countries are
accredited by specialised skill
certification institutions in those
countries so that migrants can
transition back effectively to the
Indian labour market when they
Teturn.

Another pressing need is a
skill-centred international labour
migration information system,
encompassing quantitative and
qualitative indicators. Such a
platform should regularly collate,
generate, analyse, and report
information and data on key
indicators of skills and migration
to enable evidence based
interventions. This will be pivotal
in fostering skill partnerships
between India and the principal
destination countries, boosting
skill-centred mobility, and
improving migration and
developmental outcomes.

All eyes on Kurnool

The Naidu government has charted out ambitious plans to develop the districe

ATE OF PLAY

Hareesh I,
hareesh prehehindu.co.in

he Andhra Pradesh go-

vernment has made

several development
plans for Kurnool, known as a
backward district and the ga-
teway to Rayalaseemna. It has
proposed a drone hub, en-
hanced industrial activity with
the development of the Orva-
kal industrial node, greater
flight connectivity, and the es-
tablishment of a High Court
Bench.

Kurnool was the capital of
Andhra Pradesh from October
1, 1953 to October 31, 1956, On
November 1, 1956, the Telugu-
speaking areas of the erse
while Hyderabad province
were merged with Andhra
State to form Andhra Pradesh,
During the merger, the Sri-
bagh Pact, an agreement bet-
ween the political leaders of
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Rayalaseema regions, pro-
mised that a High Coart would
be set up in Kumool. Howey-
er, this did not happen.

The idea was
again not too long ago. As part
of its decentralised develop-
ment plan or the ‘three capi-
tals’ proposal, the previous Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy
povernment said it would de-
velop Kurnool as the judicial
capital. A few judicial bodies
and commissions were shifted
o Kurnool and the district
was notified as the headquar-
ters of the State Human Rights
Commission in 2023, Howev-
er, the High Court remained in
Amaravati. The ‘three capi-
tals' proposal ran into hurdles.

This year, Chandrababu
Naidu returned as Chief Minis-
ter. In November 2024, the
Andhra  Pradesh Assembly
passed a resolution for a High
Court Bench in Kurnool. In-

Andhra
Pradesh

dustries Minister T.G. Bharath
announced in lae
that the site survey for esta-
blishing the Bench is under-
way and said that the process
would be completed in six

maonths.

Apart from the High Court,
Kurnool is eagerly awaiting
the implementation of other
promises too. Kurnool has al-
ways lagped behind in deve-
lopment. As it has very few in-
and
irrigation facilities, thousands
of people have migrated from
the district to other parts of
the State in search of better
opportunities. In 2022, when
13 new districts were carved
out in Andhra Pradesh, Kur-
nool lost its major reservoirs
to Nandyal district. Promises
to develop the district have
never been fulfilled or have
been partially fulfilled, leaving
several parts of the district
underdeveloped.

The Centre recently an-
nounced that it would pump
in about ¥2,700 crore for deve-
loping infrastructure in the
Orvakal node of the Hydera-
bad-Bengaluru Industrial Cor-
ridor. The government plans
to integrate several manufac-
turing chisters between Hyde-
rabad and Bangaluru in the
Orvakal node near Kurnool.

The plan to set up a 300-
acre drone hub at Orvakal, the
first-of-its-kind in the country,
will also boost industrial deve-
lopment as it serve as a centre
for training, innovation, and
drone-related business, This is

dustries

part of the government's am-

Nowvernbser

inadequate

jusekhara  Reddy

the TOP secured 12,

bitious plans to turn the State
into a drone capital. The And-
hra Pradesh government is al-
so planning to draft a drone
policy. Drones are especially
useful in the healtheare and
agriculture sectors, and dur-
ing calamities, as the govern-
ment found out during the re-
cent floods in Vijayawada,
The government believes
that attracting investors to set
up units at the Orvakal node
will reap dividends. Orvakal is
located near the Kurnool air-
port, which began commer-
cial operations from March
2021, Afr connectivity to Orva-
kal is also likely to increase as
the government is trying to
persuade flight operators to
rum services to Vijayawada.
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
MPs recently submitted a re-
presentation to the Centre
seeking a railway line that will
connect Kurnool to Amarava-
ti, which will further propel
growth in the district.
Historically, Kurnool was a
stromghald of the TDP. Howev-
er, this changed when ¥.5. Ra-

hecame

Chief Minister. Later, Mr. Jagan
Mohan Reddy's YSR Congress
Party dominated the undivid-
ed district of Kurnool in the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. In the 2024 elections,
however, the National Demo-
cratic Alliance managed to flip
Rayalaseema's long-standing
political dynamics. OF the 14
seats in undivided Kurnoal,

Given the TDP's dominance
Maidu has proved
ity in transforming
grand visions into reality in
the past, there is hope that
Kurnool may finally see a
brighter future. The TDP go-
vernment is also at an advan-
tage compared to the YSROP
povernment as the Bharatiya
Janata Party is also part of the
povernment in the State.

+ +
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udents were blamed for the housi sa grant rates for Chinese students remain unaffected

An old Kerala musical

IW' in Australia. China and India are
shown ly because they H T
e smormene. Stricter down under instrument
Sambavi Parthasarathy tional students by a significant
Vignesh Radhakrishnan margin, The overall visa grant rate The data for the charts were sourced from the Australian Madras, Dec. 23: At the meeting of the Experts
Amitha Refi George has dropped significantly from Govemment's Department of Home Affairs, the Committee held to-day in connection with the

fiordable homes are be-
A coming increasingly scarce
n Australia. The govern.
ment attributed last year's sharp
rise in immigration as a key factor
that is contributing to the crisis. In

more than 90% before the pan.
demic to below 80% after, in line
with the new tightening. The grant
rate for Indian students dropped
from nearly 90% to 65%. But for
Chinese students, it has remained
close to 95% even in recent years.

Department of Education, the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare’s Housing Dashboard, 565 Economics
and Planning's 2024 Rental Affordability Index, and the
National Housing Supply and Affordability Council's State
of the Housing System 2024 repart

In the charts Ching and India are shawn separately because

they are the lop two sources of intemnational students. In all the

48th conference of the Music Academy, Sri
Chummar Choondal presented a paper on

Manthuny, an old musical instrument of Kerala
in vogue among Mannars (Vannar in Tamil) -
the washerman community. It was used as a tala

and sruti accompaniment for the recital of songs.
on Bhagavati. The instrument is 4.5 feet hollow

it has impk .| Is this disparity because Indian charts, data is as of Octaber 31, 2024 wooden body, with twnflibn strings and played
measures to restrict the inflow of | students are more concentrated in with a plectrum made of horn. Although it has
students whose numbers skyrock- | regions with acute housing crises, ‘Chart 13 The ehart ilustrates the Rentsl Alfordability Index in five frets only the middle and lower are pressed.

eted last year, significantly outpac-

while Chinese students are not?

the grester capital areas of Sydney and Melbawme, where 8

Chart 2: Viss grant rates for students from [ndis, China,
and all " ol

far higher a

The fibre strings produce two or three notes and

ing the mumbers of skilled mi- | Chart 3 shows that Chinese stu- higher index indicates besber affordability g n Ausstralia the sruti provided is approximately one kattai.
grants and other categories, dents outnumber Indian students ~ MNanthuny seems to be a corruption for
An Australian government de- | in Sydney (New South Wales), % e e Chins Nan-dbwani meaning “good sound”. It is in
partment’s analysis shows that | where the housing crisis is more TR H '/W!j wogue chiefly in Central and North Kerala among
60% of international students live | severe, whereas Indian students ¥ 151 913 Lu Mannar Velaan and Perumannan communities
in apartments, 26% in detached | outnumber Chinese students in - w during Bhagavati worship and other rituals.
houses, and the remainder in hos- | Melbourne (Victoria), where it is 140 There were reb'emm?esm this nstrument in
tels or university housing. These | comparatively better. If the hous- Melbaurne ™ 825 Malayalam works of “‘E end of 14th CEntury.
numbers, read along with the un- | ing crisis was the primary factor 12 ™7 ‘Oomanattu Sankunni, 76, gave a demonstration
precedented surge in international | for increased visa denials, Chinese 13 AP Ll . on ﬂ!E instrument. )
students in 2003, shed light on the | students should have faced more b P India Sri Titte Krishna yengar, speaking on the
acute housing crisis, particularly | rejections given their higher con- i Sydney contribution to music of the Maharajas of
in Sydney and Melbourne, which | centration in Sydney. So, what ex- 10 = - Mysore, said the first Maharaja of Mysore who
attract most of these students. plains the higher denial rates for 100 2 -7 ‘s:t:crjed tl‘rl: Navaratri lﬁnval:gl which Mysore
Chart 1 illustrates the Rental Af- | Indian students? - ame famous, was Raja Wadiyar (1578-1670).
fordability Index in the greater The answer might lie in another £ Chikka Devaraja Wadiyar (1673-1704) played the
capital areas of Sydney and Mel- | problem — mounting visa fraud. L] . & Kalavati Veena and composed the musical poem
bourne, where a higher index indi- | The Australian government’s De- 02 8 2024 2014-15 -2 024-25 Gita Gopala in the style of Gita Govinda.

cates better affordability. Rent af-
fordability has plummeted in both

partment of Education says there
is a higher proportion of “high-

Chart 31 Numbaer of students from India and China wha began
courses in Now South Wales and Victoria cver the years. K=1,000

Chart & Visa processing time in days for Chinese and
Inclian students between April and July in 2023 and 2024

Krishnaraja Wadiyar (18951940) encouraged

many distinguished musicians. Sri

regions, with the decline being | risk” stwdent visa applications 2013 2024 Jayachamaraja Wadiyar was a scholar and
much steeper in Sydney than Mel- | from India, Nepal, and Pakistan. composer who continued the patronage
bourne. This coincides with the Chart 4 shows the visa process- Straightiorward extended by Mysore Court.

sharp increase in student arrivals.

While the howsing crisis, exa-
cerbated by a surge in student
numbers, provided a rationale for
limiting student intake, a closer
look reveals disparities in how
these restrictions were applied.
Students from certain countries,
particularly India, were impacted
disproportionately, while students
fromm other countries, notably Chi-
na, grew in number this vear des-
jpite the restrictions.

Chart 2 depicts the visa grant
rates for students from India, Chi-
na, and all countries who applied
for higher education and vocation-
al education and training courses

ing time in days for Chinese and In-
dian students berween April and
July this year and last year. The
processing time is separately de-
noted for three types of student vi-
sa applications: straightforwanrd
(satishes most necessities), typical,
and complex (lacks many require-
ments). Although the processing
time has increased for Chinese and
Indian students, Indian student vi-
sas are processed for a much lone
ger time, which is attributed vo
their classification as “high-risk”.
Thus the higher rejection rate for
Indian students is better explained
by an increase in visa fraud rather
than the housing crisis.

»

Haw

2024

" china
Straightioeward

student applications
fndiaj

Typical student
applications [China)

Typical student
applications | ndia)

applications (China)

Complax student
applications (ndia)

Amitha el George i intarning with The Hindu Data Team

e

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 24, 1924

Bolshevism in China

Paris, Dec. 23: The anxiety regarding the
forthcoming events in the Far East was voiced
by M. Outrey, Deputy for Indo-China, in the
course of the debate on colonial estimates in the
chamber. M. Dutrey said he apprehended one
organisation of 2 Bolshevist Government in

China. He knew that Japan had protected herself

against the movement by an understanding with
Mr. Changtsolin, and Japan and Korea would
certainly be saved from the wave of Bolshevism.
But it was also certain that the wave would

spread beyond China, and soon reach
Inde-China, Burma, and India.
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Manipur police
recruits passing out

Casualties suffered by
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Police personnel to be

India’s oil imports

Highest-ever monthly

North Korea in

from Assam Academy
Nearly 2,000
recruits of

2.000::"

police passed out from the Lachit
Barphukan Police Academy on Monday,
strengthening the force in the
vislence-hit northeastern State, an official
said. e

Russia-Ukraine war

deploved in Pravagraj

from West Asia in

traffic recorded in

for Maha Kumbh Mela

November

Mare than 1,000
LIOO:::
9 soldiers have

been killed or wounded in Russia's war
with Ukraine, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JC5) said on Monday. The new figure
follows a report by Seoul’s spy agency to
MPs last week. wv

50.000::

Furmbh Meda will see a strong fosoe of
50,000 police personnel fanning out across
Prayagra| to respond to potential terrar
threats, cyber attacks, rogue drones and
human trafficking. »m

In billion barrels per
2 28 day (bpd). India's

November crude
imports showed West Asian oil at 3
nine-month high while Russia accounted
for its smallest share in three guarters.
Refiners in India have been gorging on
cheaper Russian oil. moms

Lucknow Airport

I lakh. The

6 29 Chaudhary Charan

b Singh International
Rirport has managed an all-time monthly
high of passenger movement in November.
Dubal, Muscat and Dammarnm were the top
three international destinations. »n

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu (Z) instagram.com;/the_hindu

India’s reliance on China for critical minerals

Does China have unparalleled dominance in the critical minerals sector? How was it able to do so? What are the minerals for which India is heavily dependent on
China? Why has India not been able to excavate the lithium reserves found in Jammu and Kashmir?

EXPLAINER

Rakshith Shetty
The story so far:

he Ministry of Mines in 2023
identified 30 critical minerals
deemed essential for the

nation’s economic
development and national security. While
the report highlighted India's complete
import dependency for 10 critical
minerals, it did not fully address a more
pressing concern — the extent and nature
of dependency on China.

Is China a dominant player?

China's unparalleled dominance in critical
minerals stems from its vast resource base
and strategic investments across the value
chain. As the world's largest mining
nation, China has discovered 173 types of
minerals, including 13 energy minerals, 59
metallic minerals, and 95 non-metallic
minerals. Reserves of nearly 40% of these
minerals, particularly copper, lead, zinc,
mickel, cobalt, lithivm, gallium,
permanium, and crystalline graphite,

China, a leadmg player in critical mmerals

China's dominance if

5t resource base and i ts

=g

across the value chain, As the world's largest mlnmgnabnn.chmﬂ has discovered 173 types of minerals
China’s global market share (in percentage] acress various minerals as of 2022

E China Others

Antimony
Bismuth
Cadmium
Galllum
Germanium
Graphite
Indium
Malybdenum
Rare earth ebements
Vanadium
Tellurium
Tungsten
Thanium

&0 T 80 30 plad)

batteries and steel production, faces
supply constraints as China controls
67.2% of global output, including
battery-grade material.

Why does India rely on imports?
Despite being endowed with significant
mineral resources, India’s heavy reliance
an imports stem from several st
challenges in its mining and processing
ecosystern. Many critical minerals are
deep-seated, requiring high-risk
investments in exploration and mining
technologies — a factor that has deterred
private sector participation in the absence

af adequate incentives and policy
support. The country’s processing
capabilities are also limited. This is
particularty evident in the case of the
recenthy discovered lithium depeosits in
Jammu and Kashmir, where despite the
presence of 5.9 million tonnes of
resources in clay deposits, India lacks the
technological capabﬂn; to extract ithium
from such geological formations.

‘What is the way forward?
India has initiated a multi-pronged
approach to reduce its dependency on

THE GIST

-

China's dominance extends
beyond reserves to indude
processing and refining, with
contral over ET% of rare earth
processing, 58% of lithium
refining, and 68% of silicon
processing.

-

A in-depth examination of
impart data of 30 critical
Franerals spanming 2009 to
2024 reveals India's acute
wulnerability to Chinese
supplies, particulary for six
critical minerals where
dependency exceeds 40%.

Despite being endowed with
significant mineral resources,
India’s heavy reliance on
imnparts stem from several
structural challenges in its
rining and processing

imcreased significantly last year, China. The government has established SR
supported by an exploration investment semiconductors, batteries, and high-tech exceads 40%: bismuth (85.6%), lithium KARBIL, a joint venture of three
of $19.4 billion. This led to the discovery manufacturing. However, China carefully | (82%), silicon (76%), titanium (50.6%), State-owned companies, to secure
of 132 new mineral depaosits, including 34 balances these decisions against two tellurium (48.8%), and graphite (42.4%). overseas mineral assets. India has also
large ones. China's dominance extends constraining factors: it avoids controlling Bismuth, primarily used in joined strategic initiatives like the
beyond reserves to include processing minerals which heavily depend on pharmaceuticals and chemicals, has few Minerals Security Partnership and the
and refining, with control over 87% of ‘Western raw material imports, and it alternative sources, with China Critical Raw Materials Club to diversify its
rare earth processing, 58% of lithium refrains from actions that could disrupt its | maintaining an estimated 30% of global supply sources and strengthen
refining, and 68% of silicon processing. domestic industrial enterprises or refinery production. Lithium, crucial for partnerships. The country is also
Furthermore, China has strategically export-dependent sectors. This strategic EV batteries and energy storage, faces investing in research through institutions
imvested in oversess mining projects and calenhus was evident in China's 2010 rare processing bottlenecks, despite like: the Geological Survey of India and the
built unparalleled midstream refining earth embargo against Japan, its recent alternative raw material sources, as China | Council for Scientific and Industrial
capabilities, raising supply chain restrictions on antimony, gallium, and controls 58% of global refining, Silicon, Research while promoting recycling and
vulnerabilities for countries including germanium exports, and its December vital for semiconductors and solar panels, | dircular economy practices to reduce
India, the U5., and EU nations. 2023 ban on rare earth extraction and requires sophisticated processing virgin mineral dependency.
processing technologies. technology that few countries possess, Productiondinked incentives for
What about China's export controls? Titanium, essential for aerospace and extracting critical minerals through
Whien it comes to China's approach to Is India dependent on China? defence applications, has diversified recycling also seem promising. However,
weaponising critical mineral exports, itis | An in-depth examination of import data sources but imwolves high switching costs. | transitioning away from China will require
strategic and calculated. Bedjing primarily | of 30 critical minerals spanning 20]9 m Tellurium, important for solar power and sustamed imvestment and Icrnglzrm
targets minerals deemed critical by 2024 reveals India’s acute vul yio th lectric devices, is dominated by L. to these various
Western nations and their allies, Chinese supplies, particularly for six China’s 60% global production share and The writer is a research analyst at The
especially those essential for critical minerals where dependency finally graphite, indispensable for EV Takshashila Institution.
L3 refugees took shelter in Mizoram and

Why has the MHA reimposed |5z ™

entered Manipur. The migrants belonging

-

restrictions in three NE States?

What is the protected arca regime? What did the Foreigners (Protected Areas) Order, 1958 stipulate? Did the
ethnic violence in Manipur lead to imposing restrictions on movement and mobility?

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:

n December 17, the Union

Ministry of Home Affairs

(MHA) reimposed the

Protected Area Regime (PAR)
in the States of Manipur, Nagaland, and
Mizoram to restrict and monitor the
movement of foreigners. From now on,
foreigners visiting the three States would
have to seek prior permission and

Area Permits (PAP) from the

government. The circular stated that the
relaxation provided to the three States
under the Foreigners (Protected Areas)
Order, 1958 was being withdrawn with
immediate effect

What does the 1958 Order entail?

The Order stated that no foreigner shall
enter into or remain in any protected area
except under and in accordance with a

permit issued by the Central government
or any office autharised by the Central
government. The permit shall indude the
following details - place of entry, place of
residence and period of stay. The areas
falling between the inner line and the
intermational Border of the following
States and Union Territories were
declared as Protected Areas — parts of
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Rajasthan and
Uttarakhand and the whole of Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland, and Sikkim (partly as

areas and partly as restricted
areas). Another Order in 1963 declared
entire Andaman & Nicobar Islands and
parts of Sikkim as “restricted area.”

‘When was the Order first relaxed?
The PAR was relaxed for the whole of
Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland on
December 30, 2010 in wake of an
improved security scenario, and to

promiote tourism. The relaxation was
initially for a period of one year. It was
subsequently extended for a duration of
12 years till 2022 when it was further
relaxed for another five years till
December 31, 2027. On December 17, the
relaxation was withdrawn for the States.

Why was it withdrawn?
A copy of the circular accessed by The
Hindy said that the matter was examined
by the Ministry in *the backdrop of
growing security concerns in border areas
of these States.” Manipur, bordering
Myanmar has been affected by eth.mc
violence between the tribal Kuld-Zo and
the Meitei people since May 3, 2023. Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh has attributed the
ongoing violence in the State to "outsiders
and foreign hands™"

After a military coup in Myanmar in
February 2021, there was an influx of
undocumented migrants — over 40,000

to the Kuki-Chin-Zo ethnic gmupsham
ethnic ties with the communities in
Mizoram and Manipur. India shares a
1,543 km long border with Myanmar
which passes through the States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur
and Mizoram, The Free Movement
Regime (FMR) between the two countries,
allowing movement of people living
within 16 kms of the international border,
was suspended by the MHA in January.

How does one obtain a PAP?
The permits can be secured from Indian
missions, the MHA, district magistrates,
resident commissioners of a State, Home
Commissioners or Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) among others.
Like earlier, citizens of Afghanistan,
China, Pakistan and foreign nationals
having thieir origin in the three countries
would continue to require prior approval
from the MHA. All foreigners visiting
these States will mandatorily register
themselves with the Foreigners
Registration Officer of the State or the
District they visit within 24 hours of their
arrival. Myanmar nationals visiting the
three States, who till now were excluded
from the requirement of obtaining a PAP
if they had an e-tourist visa or any other
visa, should compulsorily register with
the FRRO within 24 hours of their arrival.

On Decemiber 17, the Union
Ministry of Hame Affairs (MHA)
reimpased the Protected Area
Fegime (PAR) in the States of
Marniipur, Magaland, and
Miizoranm to restrict and
maniter the mavement of
oreigriers.

-

A copy of the circular accessed
by The Hinduw said that the
ratter was examined by the
Miinistry in “the backdrop of
Erowing security Concerms in
border areas of these States”

-

From now on, foreigners
wisiting the three States would
have to seek prior penmitssion
and Protected Area Permits
(PAP) fram the government.
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How does Google’s GenCast Al,
which predicts the weather, work?

Like ChatGPT can identify what the next word in an unfinished sentence could be, GenCast can guess what the future weather will be given the

weather until some point

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
n December 4, Google
DeepMind unveiled GenCast,
an Artificial Intelligence (AT}
model the company said could
forecast the weather better than most
existing tools as well as more days in
advance. Details of the model were
published in a peer-reviewed paper in the
journal Nature.

How do we forecast weather?
“Weather predictions ... are produced by
running multiple numerical simulations
of the atmosphere,” Vassili Kitsios, senior
research scientist at the Commonwealth
Seientific and Industrial Research
Organisation of Australia, wrote earlier
this month. "Each simulation starts from
a slightly different estimate of the current
weather. This is because we don’t know
exactly what the weather is at this instant
everywhere in the world. ... By solving

ions describing the fund: 1
physical laws of nature, the simulations
predict what will happen in the
atmosphere.”

This process is called Numerical
Weather Prediction (NWT). The best NWP
forecasts require the use of powerful
supercomputers as well as high-quality
data about the weather at a particular
location. Even then NWPs can predict the
weather only a week or so in advance.

Ensemble forecasts entered the picture
in the 1990s. Here, scientists use an NWP
muodel to produce multiphe forecasts ata
certain location in time, with different
starting conditions, This collection of
forecasts is called an ensemble and
indicates the range of meteorological
possibilities.

How does GenCast perform?

Google's GenCast uses ensemble
forecasting too but the options in the
ensemble come from an Al model rather
than an NWT. Engineers at Google trained
this Al model on 40 years of reanalysis
data, from 1979 to 2019, According to the
European Centre for Medium-Ra
‘Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), "Reanalysis
data provide the most complete picture
currently possible of past weather and
climate. They are a blend of observations
with past short-range weather forecasts
rerun with modern weather forecasting
maodels.”

GenCast was trained in two steps: step
Tin 3.5 days and step I1in 15 days, both
with 32 TPU %5 instances, ‘TPL" is short
for "tensor processing unit’, an integrated
circuit Google developed to run
machine learning models, sold via Google
Cloud. In December 2023, Google Choud
launched a TPU called v5p: it contains
8,960 chips interconnected with a
bandwidth of 4,800 Ghps/chip, and costs
54.2 per chip-hour on demand.

Just like ChatGPT is good at identifying
what the next word in an unfinished
sentence could be, GenCast is pood at
puessing what the weather will be in the
next moment given the weather until
some point. According to the Nature
paper, GenCast had “greater skill than
ENS on 97.2% of 1,320 targets we
evaluated and better predicts extreme
weather, tropical eyclone tracks and wind
power production.” ENS refers to the
ensemble forecasts generated by ECMWE,
considered one of the best in NWP

Google also said GenCast was more

The workings of an Al weather model

The Al model in the paper i

aneural with 41,162 nodes and 2.4 lakh

edges. Each node is & point in the network

output is generated as the input for another node.

GenCast

input data is accepted, mani and an

+———————————— Diffusion solver steps

» LS
) X7

(¥}

Time

Schematic diagram showing how GenCast generates a forecast. PRICE, |, SAMCHEZ-GONZALEZ, A ALET. F.ET
AL PROBABILISTIC WEATHER FORECASTING 'WITH MACHIKE LEASMING, NATURE (2024)

accurate than ENS on 99.8% of the 1,320
targets when asked to predict the weather
more than 36 hours in advance.

How does GenCast work?
The Al model deseribed in the paper had
a neural network with 41,162 nodes and
2.4 lakh edges. Each node is a point in the
network where some input data is
accepted, manipulated, and an output is
generated as the input for another node.
An edge is a connection between nodes.
For how this setup processes data, see
the diagram above. The globes at the
bottom show a weather prediction at four
points of time, one after the other. Each
prediction is generated by combining
existing weather data with a noisy input.
GenCast's challenge is to extract from the
noisy input - the globes on the top - a
weather prediction for the next moment
in time. To dao this, the model runs the
combination through a refinement {green
box), produces a less noisy prediction,
then combines this again with the input

data, runs a second refinement, then
combines the new owtput with the input
data, runs a third refinement, and so on
until it finishes 30 refinements, The final
denoised output, called X1, is the final
weather prediction for the next moment
in time. To predict the weather for the
maoment after, the model begins by
accepting X1 as the input and starts afresh
with a noisy input. The green boxes have
the neural networks.

The ahility to de-naise a noisy input is
a common feature of a diffusion-type Al
maodel, which GenCast is. Other famous
apps that use diffusion models include
OpenAl's texttovideo model Sora and
Stability Al's text-to-image mode] Stable
Diffusion, both of which are also
examples of generative AL

GenCast produces at least 50 forecasts
at a time for the ensemble, and Google
has said each forecast can be produced in
parallel. In all, the ensemble contains
forecasts for 15 days at a time, witha
spatial resolution of 0.25° x 0257

GenCast was trained in two steps:
step 1in 3.5 davs and step 11 in
L5 days, both with 32 TPU v5
instances. ‘TP is short for
‘tensor processing unii', an
integrated circuit Google
developed to run
machine-learning models, sold via
Google Cloud. In December 2023,
Google Cloud wnched a TPU
called v5

(latitude-longitude) and temporal
resolution of 12 hours, The researchers
found this entire process took GenCast
running on one TPU ¥5 unit eight
minutes, much shorter than the several
hours required by supercomputers for
NWP,

Will GenCast replace NWP?

GenCast's forecasts are probabilistic
rather than deterministic, that is, “there
will be 25% chance of rain in Chennai on
December 25 rather than “there will be 5
mm of rain in Chennai on December 257,
Current NWP models and their ensembles
are deterministic. Experts have said
probabilistic weather forecasts are better
at revealing the possibility of extreme
‘weather events.

“We should make more use of these
probabilistic forecasts for extreme events
instead of relying on quantitative
predictions. Probabilistic forecasts
provide more lead time, which can be
used for better preparation,” former
secretary to the Indian government
Madhavan Rajeevan wrote in The Hindu in
December 2023,

This said, while GenCast’s performance
suggests Al weather models will soon
surpass the abilities of NWP models, both
NWP and GenCast are founded on more
fundamental weather data still acquired
using the laws of physics.

Experts have said understanding the
weather using these laws remains
important because the weather is
changing rapidly in many parts of the
world, in ways in which historical
weather conditions can't prepare us for,

GenCast itself requires more reanalysis
data to train itself. As Google said ina
public statement: “We deeply value our
partnerships with weather agencies, and
will continue working with them to
develop Al-based methods that enhance
thieir forecasting.

Meanwhile, traditional models remain
essential for this work, For one thing,
they supply the training data and initial
weather conditions required by models
such as GenCast.” The code to run
GenCast is wvailable on GitHub,

DeepMind has also been working on a
model called GraphCast to develop
"deterministic medium-range forecasts™,
Google Research has been developing a
model called NeuralGCM that combines
Al and NWP models to generate
deterministic forecasts, and at Jeast two
other models to predict extreme floods
and to quantify forecasting uncertainties.
Elsewhere, Huawei's Pangu-Weather
madel can predict the weather one week
at a time with accuracy comparable to
NWP but much faster. Nvidias
FourCastNet model can already
outperform a state-of the-art NWP facility
at ECMWF at predicting extreme rainfall,
in less than two seconds.
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A quiz on the occasion of the birth centenary of the legendary singer Mohammed Rafi

V.V. Ramanan

QUESTION 1

Rafi's first public performance was at
the age of 13, when he was allowed to
sing at a concert featwring which
farnous singing star of the era?

h

QUESTION 2

His vocal talents were discovered
wibven he entertained customers while
indulging in what profession?

[ 9

QUESTION 3 [
Mame the sang composed by Husnlal
Bhagatram that he rendered
immediately after the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi that touched a
chord with P Nehru?

(4]
K

all genres during his wonderful
career and won many awands.
(9 Far which song did he get his
Dnly national award In 19777

LY

QUESTION §

Why Is the number ‘Tasveer
Teri DIl Medn” from Mayo
Infamous in Rafi's career?

L 9

QUESTION 6

Which Rafi number was used
In the soundirack of the
Hollywaod flick Ghast Word?

QUESTION T
What is the significance of
these lines “Tere aaney ki aas
hal dast, Shaam phir kyun
udaas hal dost, Mehki mehki

»

k Fiza yeh kehti hai, To kahin aas Visual question:
QUESTION 4 paas hal dost’ from a song in This screenchot shaws the first on-screen appearance of Rafl in the
Rafi recorded argund 7,405 songs in Aas Paas?

song ‘Tera Jalwa Jisne Dekha'. Mame the film.

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. This person said that One
Hundred Yoors of Sofitude was “the greatest
revelation in the Spanish language since 'Don
Quisate™, Ans: Pablo Neruda

2. Garcla Marquez began giving his manuscripts
to this person before submitting them. Ans:
Fldel Castro

3. Garcla Marquez conslder this his “true
profession”. Ans: Joumnalism

4. Garcla Marquez considened this as an
exceptional plece of work in journalism. Ans:
'Hireshima’ by John Hersey

5. Garcla Marquez wanted this noved to be
destioyed, but his sans published it a decade
after his death. Ans: Until

6. Garcla Marquez consldered this his most
Impartant book from a literary viewpoint. Ans:
The Autumn of the Pa

visual: The location of this statue. Ans:
Aracataca

Early Blrds: Sonall Das| Tito Shiladitya| Tamal
Blswas| Pryali Tull] Sumana Duita
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Know your
English

5. Upendran

“Why is writing difficult?”

"Real language is spoken language.
Almost everyhody acguires his/her
maother tongue and speaks it satisfactorily.
We speak much of the time. But very few
write. Writing is a skill you develop with
more and more writing. Writing came
into being after invention of the alphabet.
We reduce into writing what we want to
say, what we feel. So many thoughts
erowd into our mind. They don't come to
us ome by one. Normally, when we write,
we choose one thought at a time and give
it a linear form. There is & spontaneity in
speech, It is not there in writing. Before
we write, we sit down and think of what
we should write. It is a mental activity. [
am not talking about inspired poets and
others whao say that they don't think and
write but words flow through them and
they write them down. We are not talking
abuouit such peaple. We are talking about
those who want to write letters, articles,
ete. When we are asked to say orally what
we want to, we do it reasonably well.
When we are asked to put it down in
writing, we find some difficulty. We worry
or must worry about darity, simplicity
and the appropriate vocabulary. We ook
at the ceiling, scratch our head hoping for
the right word to fall from heaven! We
write, rewrite, chop and change. Writing
is a wrestle with words. Every sensitive
writer feels what Eliot says in *East Coker”:

5o here Tam in the middle way, having
had twenty years...

Trying to learn to use words, and every
attempt

Is a wholly new start, and a different
kind of failure

Because one has only learnt to get the
better of words

For the thing one no longer has w say,
or the way in which

Ome is no longer disposed to say it. And
so each venture

Is & new beginning, a raid on the
inarticulate

With shabby equipment abaays
deteriorating

In the general mess of imprecision of
feeling,

Undisciplined squads of emotion.™

"So each venture is a new beginning,
raid on the inarticulate. But this is true
only of great writing, lsn't it?

It is true of all writing. The moment
YO start writing, you realise how true it
is. You write and rewrite because you are
dissatisfied. You feel you have not
conveyed adequately what is in your
mind.”

K. 5o the first rule says that I should
use farniliar words and not pompous,

Yes”
"What does the second rule say?”
We'll take it up next week.”

Pubdished in The Hindu on November 1,

1994,

Word of the day

Requite:

make repaymaent for or return something
Synonym: repay

Usage: she did not requite his fove.
Pronunciation: newsth.livereguitspea

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jhwary

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Teat & Cantest’

» o
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sustainability of India Post

India Post is at a crossroads. As private courier services continue to expand their
market share with speed and convenience, it must adapt to stay competitive

SAKSHI SETHI

n today's dynamic work environment, workplace intelligence has
become a cornerstone for achieving pa‘sunal gromh team cohesion,
and organisati ellenca. Workpl fers to the abil-
ity of individuals and organisations to navigate, adapt, and thrive in the
prul'esmcml armrunmmnhmuqh effective unl:lershnl:llnu, COMmunica-
tign and di . It enc emaotior ce, social
intelligence, and wliure inteligence blended together with technolog-
ical advancements thereby creating a comprehensive approach iowands
addressing the root cavses of toxicity and fostering a positive workplace
culture. There is no denying that such intelligenca not only plays a piv-
otal role in creating a healthy, harmonious and productive professional
emvironment but also equips individuals and organisations with the tools
bo identify, mitigate and prevent toxic behaviours that can undermine
morale, colaboration and overall success.

It is oiten believed that employees with high workplace intelligence can
manage their tasks efficienty and adapt to new challenges with mini-
mal disruption. By leveraging cognitive and emotional intelligence, they
can prioritize effectively and maintain focws, leading fo improved pro-
ductivity. Also, social and emotional intelligence enables thern to work
harmoniously with others, promoting effective communication and min-
imizing conflicts. Strong teamwork followed by leaders with workplace
intelligence inspires trust, and motivation and navigate through complex
challenges with clarity and empathy. It even enhancas creativity, inno-
wation and the achievement of their collective goals and even reduces

face mail,
Generating Revenue Through

ndia Post, a vital lifeline in connect-
ing citizens across the country,

not only ensure better regulation

their accounts or claimed matured
but also offer a significant revenue 1

rover three years, If no

siress, boosts morake, and contributes to overall job safisfaction. In an needs to undergo a comy rehensive Sponsored Postal Stamps stream. received within three
era of rapid technological advancements and shiffing market dynam- review of its services. This reform To boost revenue, the DoP should  Enhancing Consumer months, the funds should be frozen

should focus on intraducing inno- introduce sponsored postal stamps.  Convenlence with Sticker infixed accounts and made acces-
s ant. i 1 vation, ensuring greater revenue gener- These stamps, carrying advertise-  Receipts ica-

sible nnli, after rigorous ver
tion. Publishing details of such
accounts ._nuldblu Ip legal heirs
claim their rightful amounts, sub-

ation for the Department of Posts (DoF), m
and maintaining affordability for the pub
lic. As private courier services continue

et nrappm\ml messages, could
ued in bulk to sponsors at a
fixed charge per E&I inted stamp.

Currently, receipts issued by the
Postal Department include a stick-
er only on the portion retained by

jon due to their convenience This initiative could attract busi-  the Department, leaviny sllu con-  ject to stringent scrutiny. The

ciency, India Post must adapt 1o nesses, encouraging them to ut sumer without one, Adding stick-  introduction of successive nomina-
remain competitive and relevant in a postal services aver private couri-  ers to consumer receipts would  tions, as practiced by LIC of India,
rapidly changing environm 2F compan climinate the need for gum to paste  would further safeguard deposits

Rationalising Postal Tariffs and
Eliminating GST on Select Ser
The current structure of postal
includes I1|LI1I\I subsidised o 5,
as low as 50

Additionally, a new series of defin-
itive postal stamps and stationery
could be launched annually on the
first day of the financial year.

them onto dispatch registers or  and simplify Jl!erJl.!l!u. process-
documents, This small change es
could save public resources and Expanding Postal Services
improve the user experience, espe-  Through Bank Counters

lons ¢ -

-

such as F steards priced These stamps should maintain  cially for erganisat hat rely The closure of post offi
i equips Isalions will the paise, While such subsidies aim to make Y- " consistent color schemes for spe-  heavily on postal services. commercial areas, such as Chs
communication accessible, they are often THE ‘MY-STAMP cific denominations while show-  Introducing RTI Stamps and  Chowk in Old Delhi, has caused

I'BSIlIE'ICE and adaptability needed bnslay :nmpelmve By fostering emo-
tional and social intelligence, workplace inteligence helps identify and
mitigate foxic behaviours, thereby ensuring a positive and respectiul work
Bvironment.

By promting training and development, organisafions can invast in train-
ing programmes that focus on emotional inteligence, communication
shdls and technological proficiency. Open and constructive feedback mech-
anisms help the employes grow and refing their workplace intelligence
over time, Emphasising diversity and inclusion helps individuals devel-
op social intelligence by interaciing with paaple from different backgrounds
and perspectives. Encouraging continuous |eaming and adaptability
ensures that employees rermain agile and open to new ideas and meth-
ods. Remember, a workforce with high workplace intelligence is mare
likely 1o generate creative solutions and drive innovation. Employees are

inconvenience for businesses that
rely on Repistered and Speed Post
services, With banks mcua-.mglv
adopting government savin

schemes, their branches could ﬁ
sed for booking postal services,
ng banks a nominal commis-
sion for hosting these services
would not only enhance accessibil-
ity but alse integrate postal and
:unk_m.g ecosyaterns more effective-

exploited. For instance, during Lok
Sabha elections in 2019, political parties
used postcards extensively, resulting in
significant costs to the public excheque:
Similarly, postcards are frequently mis-
used for commercial purposes, such as
reminders by ch Hunrn:nmp;mjc:i.
These subsidised services, rarely used by
the common man, burden taxpayers
without corresponding benefits.

To address this, printed or rubber-
stamped postcards should be discontin-
ved unless they are sponsored. The
introduction of sponsored Meghdoot
postcards priced at Rel and printed post-

INITIATIVE,
WHICH ALLOWS
INDIVIDUALS TO

PRINT PERSONAL

IMAGES ON

casing new designs based on a
selected thme Commemaorative

y issued in arbi-
y denominations like Rs 12 and
5 41, should be standardised 10
denominations in multiples of Rs
10. Furthermore, the practice of
printing stamps of different
denominations on the same sheet,

POSTAGE except for miniature sheets, shou
STAMPS, HAS | be j:itn:{mlmurd as jlh.:(m.al};ltl‘n:.u::li
BEEN MISUSED. “Mmiu‘tul\: sheets, being collectible
REPORTS iterns, should be pl'jccdli)ighut than

the face value of the stamps they

Rationalising Postal Orders

Postal orders in low d imation:
such as Rs I, Rs 2, Re 5, and Rs 7
were discontinued due to high han-
dling costs, For example, the han-
dling cost of a postal order in
2011-12 was Rs 37,45, far exceed-
ing its value, To minimise losses,

higher denominations like Rs 100,
R 200, and Rs 500 could be intro-

acvamping the Postal Ecosystem
for Sustainabilit
India Posts i

d Rs 50 could replace
postal orders for fees under the RT1

Act, streamlining the payment ormation should

; L i cards priced at Rs10 could ensure a sus- contain, Such measures could not  process, This approach aligns with  emphasise efficiency, innovation,
more likely to stay in mlsa‘mr,ls where they f.BeI valued, mwl;m‘ tainable revenue model, Similarly, the tar- IND'CATE only enhance revenue throwgh ?LL11 mmn.nd.}jl}mn-. t'n?m the an customer-centricity,
and empowered. Today, companies such as Heineken, Cooley, Cruise T for registered newspapers could be INSTANCES OF phlLtLl} but also rekindle puhﬁ._ Central Information Commission  Rationalising tariffs, eliminating
Automation, Lirban Company, Amazon, Chipotle and many more are known rationalised to Rsl, reflecting the NOTORIOUS interest in postal services. and addresses the issue of unfea-  wasteful subsidies, and leveragin,
for fostering workplace intelligence fo atiract top talent and build trust increased cost of inputs for small news- chlacin‘} “My-Stamp” with sible copying charges below Rs10  sponsored services are crucial
with stakeholders. paper production, |ND|U|DUALS NSOre \Iam 5 due to the absence of lower-  steps toward financial sustainabil-

denomination postal orders.

ity. Additionally, addressing oper-
Managing Inoperative and

ational inefficiencies and improv-
ing service delivery will help India
Post reclaim its position as a trust-
ed and competitive communica-
tion medium,
By embracing these chang
Post can not only secure
cial future but also continue serv-
ing as a cornerstone of Indias com-
munication network,
(The writer is a Guinness World
Record holder and RTI
Consultant; views are persanal)

By investing in th of
can create environments that promote collaboration, innovation, and sus-
tainable success, ensuring they remain agile and competitive in an aver-
evolving wordd. As organisations continue to navigata the complexities
of globalisation and digital transformation, the importance of workplace ment departments. Rationalising tariffs
inteligence will only grow. Artificial inteligence, remate work and diverse for Speed Fost to Rs 20 or Rs 30 per 50-
beams are shaping new paradigms that dermand a more nuanced under- gmm weight slabs and aligning other
standing of interpersonal and i hut omestic and international postal t.u!ﬂ
Ihatinvest in fostering wil gain a doe, |lJI'| muh‘lplu of I}{‘ I:j] wiotih _;llrc;:mljnc
e syslem and reduce inetliciencies.
ﬁr;;?m::ﬂm:ﬁ better equipped o adapt, innovate, and lead International postal rates could follow a

. . consistent structure, with unifarm tariff
(The writer is an educator; views are persona)

ditionally, while normal postal services
are exempt from GST, app]i)yln GST on
premium. ser like Speed Post is
counterproductive. It results in a redun-
dant transfer of funds between govern-

The “My-Stamp” nulmj\'r. which

OBTAINING ull:sws. individuals to print person-

STAM PS WITH al 'Lmagr_s. on oslage :[;_1n_1]‘.|:. ?1-.1:.

been misused. Reports indicate

THEIR PH OTDS. instances of notorious individuals

obtaining stamps with their pho-

TARNISHING THE tos, 1.1mlshmg [ﬁl. program’s cred-
PROGRAN'S iy.5

CREDIBILITY

Unelaimed depos
accounts often rem:
due to deceased account halders
failing to inform legal heirs, lhls
creates a risk of fraud, as unscru
! back-  lous individuals may attempt to
claim such funds in collusion with
pm1 al employees, To mitigate this
sk, the Postal I Jn:]m.nlmnl should

pes, India

bility. Since no robust mechanism
exists to screen applical
graunds, the programm u:.u*_\'tI

tible to abuse, Discontinuing the
“My-Stamp” concept in favor of
sponsored stamps could address
this issue. Sponsored stamps would

registered letters to account
holders who have not operated

]
increases per weight slab for air and sur-

India’s math geniuses shine bright in international math competition 2024
India, a nation with a rich legacy of mathematical brilliance, added another feather to its cap by triumphing at the UCMAS International Competition 2024

self-confidence,
wding to Dr Snehal Karia,
¥ of UCMAS India, the

UCMAS  Intermational
Corporation, said, "The com-
petition not only tests their

tal prowess in solving a very
large number of mathematics
problems in the quickest pos-
sible time to win the awards,

the impaortance of such initia-
tives and said, "UCMAS is
enhancing cognitive skills and
academic excellence” The

trained instructors, wmkin:]}
through specia i
books and activ

of great mathematicians,

Iudm has long been a land
from Aryabhata to

Ramanujan to Bhaskara, each
leaving an indelible mark on
the world with their mathe-
matical ingenuity, Today, India
continues to excel in the field,
as evidenced by its stellar per-
formance at the Universal
Concept of Mental Arithmetic
Systemn (UCMAS
International Competition
2024 in New Delhi, where the
country bagged both the high-
est individual and team tro-
hies,

The competition, the worlds
largest event for Abacus and
Mental Arithmetic, brought
together over 6,000 students
from nearly 30 countries.
Participants faced the chal-
lenge of solving 200 arithmetic
questions in just eight min

e

SARIKA JHA

utes, relying solely on the
Abacus or mental math tech-
niques—a feat that truly felt
like magic. For the second
time, the World's Largest
Abacus & Mental Arithmetic
Event- UCMAS International
Competition 2024 was held in
India at the Delhi University
Multipurpose Hall,

Students from across the
world competed with each
other showcasing their men-

This landmark event reai-
firms its global significance in
nurturing young minds in
mathematics,

The competition aimed at
promating brain development,
enhancing cognitive skills,
and demonstrating the incred-
ible abilities students can
achieve through Abacus and
Mental Arithmetic, Presenting
the trophies to top performes
former Union Min
Meenakshi Lekhi rightly said,
“smart brain produces smart
solutions for every problem
and prosperity is moving for-
ward only when we have
smart brains” Commending
the efforts of the young
ticipants, Lekhi emphasised

blend of the ancient tool of the
Abacus with modern teaching
methodologies creates a
unique educational experi-
ence,

Over 3 million children across
the world have benefited from
the Abacus and Mental
Arithmetic corriculum, which
encourages creativit al-
isation, and focus while devel-
oping strong arithmetic abil-
ities.

In today’s competitive acade-

mic environment, maintai
mental wellbeing has
an uphill batile ihu many chil-

dren. The relentless pressure
to excel often leads to stress,
anxiety, and even depression.
In some heartbreaking cases,

extreme sleps, as
recent reports from
Kaota district—a hub for
{JLllll\-t exam preparations.

Jowever, innovative educa-
tional programmes like the
Abacus  and  Mental
Arithmetic course are emerg-
ing as a ray of hope, helping
children manage stress while
fostering mental stability and

course is designed to enhance
childrens mental stability by
boosting their concentration,
focus, and memary, It equips
them with the confidence o
understand and embrace their
individuality, effectively reduc-
ing anxiety and depression,
The Abacus & Mental
Arithmetic program’s key lies
in its structured approach to
building  self-assurance
through innovative teaching
methods,

The encouragement and skills
imparted during the training
play a pivotal role in shaping
a child’s bright future. The pro-
gram comprises eight levels,
each lasting three to four
months, Children attend
weekly classes guided by

conventional education, the
course serves as a supple-
mentary learning system to
nhance cognitive abilities,
There is an urgent need to
c(hmlplrmcm the school's cur-
riculum by focusing on brain
development. The course
improves memary, sharpness,
and alertness.

As a result, students perform
better academically and
approach challenges with
greater confidence, In a world
where competition often over-
shadows creativity and self-
worth, programs like Abacus
& Mental Arithmetic provide
children with the tools they
need to thrive—mentally,
emotionally, and academical-
ly. Alexan Wong, CEO of

skills but also serves as a plat-
form to demonstrate their
creativity, visual mems
—all of whicl

ill shape

he com-

petition itself is a ment to
the transformative power of
such programs, where stu-

dents not only test their math
skills but also demonstrate the
broader cognitive benefits that
shape their academic and per-

sonal growth,
Ultimately, the world needs
such initiatives to nurture
well-rounded individuals who
are prepared to face the chal-
lenges of the future with con-
fidence and creativ
(The author is a senior jour-
nalist. The views expressed
are personal)
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Difficult choices

Slow growth complicates Budget mathematics

ast week, the Union Ministry of Finance released its “Mid-Year Review of

Trends in Government Receipts and Expenditure”, On the surface, this

ument made for unremarkable neading. The Ministry poiinted out that

revenue receipts in the first hall of the year, at almost 52 per cent of Budget

Estimates, were above the five-year rolling average; and the fiscal deficit, asa per-

centage of gross domestic product or GDP, was below the norm for the first half of

the year. This might give the sense that India’s macroeconomic position is quite

comfortable as the season for preparing the Union Budget gets underway. Indeed,

the document recommits the government to the glide path of fiscal consolidation
and does not express any particular concems.

It would not be entirely true to get a sense of comfort from the Mid-Year
Review, however. Counterintuitively. thisdocument reveals areas of considerable
weakness, which will worry North Block. Most of these areas are connected to
the unexpected underperfi ¢ in growth exhibited by the Indian economy
last quarter. Together with low spending. pantly because of the elections in the
first quarter this financial year, this has meant that real growth has come in at
only & per cent in the first half. Given that nominal growth, as provided for in
the Union Budget, was supposed to be 105 per cent and instead has come in
more than a percentage point lower at 8.9 per cent in the first half, the Budget
mathematics for next year las developed complications,

This is revealed in the data in the Mid-Year Repont. The fact that revenue
receipts were above the five-year rolling average does not reveal everything, given
that the past five years include the extraordinary vears of the pandemic. The gov-
‘emment’s capital expenditure, which supports growth, has been bower in the first
half than in comparable years. This may fatter the overall deficit numbers — but
it also revealsthe dilemma facing the government. If it is topush growth up, it can
take the risk of spending more. But the lower numbers for the fiscal deficit in the
first half of the year, based on the Budget Estimates for the current year, might not
fully reflact the actual nominal GDP against which the final fiscal deficit for the
year is caleulated. Thus, there is a real risk that even retuming to earlier predicted
paths for spending will, in fact, wind up causing the government to burn through
the deficit targets,

There are thus no easy cholees facing the government. There will be avery
real temptation to try and develop optimistic assumptions about growth in the
last quarter of the year in order to make the Budget mathematics abit casier. But
that would be a mistake. The current administration has made a point of using
only rational and defensible extrpolations for growth and revenue, and has
been rewarded by the markets for this restraint. The macroeconomic stability
provided by this hard-eamed reputation must not be put at risk by overoptimistic
projections. In the end, the government will have to choose between accepting
slightly bower growth (and revenue and spending) and delaying fiscal targets. IE
in theend, the year surprises on the upside in terms of growth, that will be all to
the good. But, based on the data so far, the government will have to make some
hard cholces in the Budget.

Missing the trees
ISFR disguises gaps in forest cover

T big picture inthe biennial India State of Forest Report (ISFR), released
a year late, suggests that the country’s forest cover Is in good shape.
According to the report, India’s forest and tree cover has reached 25 per
cent of the country’s geographical landmass. The repont alsoshows an
increase in forest cover by 156 square km in the countryover 2021, Union Minister
for Envirenment Bhup Yadav emphasisesthat Indka has augr d ftscar-
bon sink to 2,29 billion tonnes over 2005 levels. This is well ahead of India’s Paris
Agreement commitments of creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5 billion
tonnes by 2030 A more granular leok at the report suggests that there are multiple
problems that should dim some of the optimism here.
First, though 25 per cent forest cover sounds impressive, the fact is that this
still falls short of what was prescribed by the National Forest Policy of 1988 — 33
per cent for optimum ecological stability. But the authenticity of this coverage
remains open to doubt because of the fMlexible definition of “forest”, an age-old
issue that environmentalists have raised time and again. The Forest Survey of
India defines forest as land covering at least one hectare and with a tree cover
density of 10 per cent. This enables the ISFR, which started in 1987, w include
plantations — orchards, bambeo, and so on — in the definition of forest cover.
‘There are two problems associated with such inclusions. One, conservationists
polnt out that plantatbons lack the deadwood and underground blomass devel-
opment {leaf mulch and soon) that are also key sourcesof carbon sequestration.
Twe, plantations are a hindrance to sustaining biodiversity, which also plays a
«critical role in arresting climate change. Including plantations, therefore, is an
inefficient way of measuring forest cover and it also acts as an alibi for the
massive deforestation. In Arunachal Pradesh, for instance, large swathesof pris-
tine forests are being cut downunder the radar to accommeodate palm plantations
as part of the government’s quest to achieve selFsufficiency in palm cil. Ironically,
the ISFR records Arunachal Pradesh as the state with the second-largest green
cover, Madhya Pradesh being the first. Again, as environmentalist Ravi Chopra
has pointed out, much of the increase in tree cover hastaken place outside des-
ignated forest areas, This apar, being a netted-out figure, the overall expansion
of forests and tree cover also disguises the fact that significant losses have been
recorded in the Northeast (3237 square km lost), and the Western Ghats and
castern states (58.22 square kml, all regions rich in biodiversity.
Aless specious definition of forest would offer policymakers and ecologists
a more authentic picture of India’s forest cover. This is becoming increasingly
«critical following amendments last year to the Forest Conservation Act, 1980,
Among those excluded from the purview of the Act are lands within 100 km of
Indiasborder for national-security projects, small roadside amenities, and public
roads leading to a habitation and, bizarrely, zoos, eco-tourism facilities, and
reconnaissance surveys, This immediately threatens the fragile ecologies of
India’s nerth and Nertheast. Set against India’s growing reliance on coal as an
engine ol economic growth, a more realistic assessment of the country's carbon
sink is an urgent necessity.

IALGTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Boosting growth,
balancing stability

In2025, macro policies will need to support domesticdemand,
butwithout compromising on macrofinancial stability risks

he year 2024 can be characterised s a “strong

start, weaker finish” for India’s eoonomy: Itstan-

ed with Goldilocks-like settings, with real gross
domestic product (GDF) growth closer to 8 per cent
and gradually easing inflation. In the Lat few months,
Thowever, policy tradeol have worsenied, due toa shamp-
er-than-expected sump in GDP growth, higher food
inflation, and currency depredation pressures, As we
tum the pagge, what dods 2025 hold in store?

The

defaults have dsen for credit card and personal loans.
#\sduhmpcnclulkt up,bm.ksan' Ilh:tymbcu:lrrv.'
meore risl

sw;mmdmﬂm:of:lnmp&mﬂhwm

price index(CPinfla-

tion. However, with inflation expectations anchored,
sgond-round effects are unlikely,

Ci a risk

Merchandise exportsarelikety o face hendwinds from
a slowing global economy, but a strong services trade
surplus, healthy remittances, and stable oil prices
should keep the cumrent account deficit manageable
ataround 1.5 per cent of GDE. However, a hawkish Fod
and global palicy uncertainty are lkely to keep foreign
capital flows under pressure.

‘What does this macro backdrop mean for pol-
Jey? First, below-trend growth argues for activating
oountercyclical polices to stabilise domestic demand,
but macrofir aility weadopt the
appropriate policy mix.

Second, acredible pathtowards flscal consolidation
‘will sendd & reassuring signal to investors. With plans
afoot to move: from deficit- to debX-taging Saning
from FY27, policymakers shoukd communicate that
this will still mean sticking to fiscal discipline. At the
sme time, with private capital expenditure unlikely
10 increase in the near term, public capex must be

erating d capacity
smalkticket conaumer goods. In the case of microfi-  toenable faster eccution.
nance, this chmpdown means e Third dfi policy.

b abile to roll over multiple boans, Overall, credit con-
ditions are tight, anduwmmmcm:mmsumy
to weigh on consumption demand in 2025

Nrichia sl et & thisat :‘mmlm‘smmpm

Uncemainty remains high due 1o Trump 20 policies.

We expect President-clect Donald Trumprostrike fast
1imposing ta s apickupinUs

inflagion and just one Fed cut, in March, foll it

In esterntariffs, Chinawill likely recirect
exports into newer markets, incuding Indiy, Already,
Inclia’s economic challenge from impons from China
spans low-tech (low-priced consumer goods, metals
et \ 2. 1 - Tl

pause for the remainder of 2025 China is likely to
announce more fiscal stimulus, but this
is unlikely todrive a sustalnable recov-
ery, given the econofy i nal ina normal
downcyele. These factors could slow
ghobal GDP growth 10 29 per cent year-
an-year in2025, down from A2 per cent
in 2024. For India, this implies reduced
dependence on exports as a growth
engine and increased rellance on
domestic demand.

on growth: Many

Cyding down
believe the surprise slump in GDP  SONAL VARMA

growth to 5.4 per cent in Q2 FY25 was

a one-off, and the economy will bounce back to6.5-
F0per cent over by high-
er government spending and a rural recovery. This
locks difficult.

India's strong post-pandemic rebound wasdriven
by a mix of pent-up demand. a surge in retail credit,
an aggressive focus on public capital expenditure,
and strong exports performance. However, several
of these fctors are now reversing.

Urban consumption i likely to moderate as post-
pandemic pent-up demand fades, rmmt:ln’ pDHl-‘Y
remains tight
Reserve Bank of India's(RBI's) manq:rudnmhllun
ening has sharply contracted credit growth, and boan

green-tech) products. This is having several economic
implications, includinga worsening
tracke imbalance, pressure on firms’
profit margins and lower dometic
production. An unoenam Hobal

5o far, the RBI has heavily imtervenad to cap upee
depreciation. However, this is tightening banking
liquidity and is counterproductive when the trade
deficit is widening. We belicve the RBI should allow
the rupee toweaken somewhat, asthis can actasan
avtomaticstabiliser to cool imports. Whike this could
lead to some imported inflation, the alu is
even weaker

Fouﬂh.mwbellm'em cuts will exacerbate cur-
rency weakness. However, India Lingely attracts growth
capital, and without signs of growth stability, pressure
on the external sector can continue. The balanced
ReEponse: aib

I risks s bowering policy

demand, htdmcmdh costsand ris-
ing imports from China are likely to
weigh on private capex.

‘There ane some positive offeets.
Rural demand isexpected tobenefit
from robust monsoons, the goverm-
ment is likely to Bst-trck capital

expenditure plans, services exports
ane increasing. and India could also gain from trade
cliversion. Overall, however, we believe India's economy
has entered a cyclical growth slowdown. We expect
GIDP growth to decelerate 1o 58 per cent y-o-y in 2025,
down from 6.5 per cent in 2024, M‘thm‘b—ﬁ per cent

readings likely in the coming quart
Inflation is less of adi.l.lkm‘l‘hcﬂobal and
domestic backdrop means k ol-sick

cuETent el setings,
Also, the REI should be more proactive on liquidity
Injection. With the bankingsystemina liquidity deficit,
policy transmission would be impaired ot herwise,

Fifth, the implementation of new regulatory
guidelines, suchas the draft liquidity coverage ratio
norms, should be more gradual. With credit growth
moderating. macroprudential policies should not
e procyelical

Skath, from a medium-term perspective, supply
chain relocation will continue under Trump 2.0, and
if the US decides to clamp down on trade diversion
viathird countries, such as Vietnamand Mexico, this
could be ancther opportunity for India At the same
time, India needs to gradually lower its dependence
on imported intermediate goods and Increase its

mﬂd.lhsrdrhm inflation. Food pihcmﬂm!nnshould
maoderate, duetobumper cropoutput, while a negative
output gapand WREE| | ensure
benign core inflation. The main risks to inflation stem
from currency deprediation and unforeseen weather-
related fiood price spikes. The RBl estimates that every

addition by developing a local supply
chaln ecosysten.

The read ahead may be turbulent, but smooth
seas never made skilled sallors.
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Being humanin the age of Al

independent of human direction, moving from

independence inscarchof information to imde-
pendence in decision-making. ChatGFT. which
emergedonlytwo years ago, isachat pliform easy 1o
use, capable of
with queries, mmm the search capabilities of
Google. Mon: ul “Al agents™ ane emerging in
various fields — medicine, finance, and warfare —
agents that donot need tointeract with human beings.
They sense their environment through various inputs
leg text, images, sensors), analyse the information,
and make decisions based on their objectives, Such
developments rise ethical questions, How do these
Al agents — these virtual human beings — choose
their poals? What dothey care about? What will lifebe
like for real human beings when virtual humans gov-
ermn theirlives? The workl may be muin more efliciently
but will it be a more just and more
compassionate workd?

Artificial

B rtificial intelligence (Al) is rapidly becoming

business cor-
This 5 not the first time
in history when humass have created
artifickal agenis whogovern their Bves.
The capitalist business corporation,
which was given begal form inthe1®th
cemury, isan artificial citieen of soci-
ety, given the same rights as human )
citkzens o own property, exercise free
speech, and sue :;}her citizens ARUMN MAIRA
(humans and other corporations).
Moreover, the limited-labllity corporation Is aselfish
citizen created by law to enable investors to mq:lol
fhiciently forpy
limited lability for the consequences. (.‘atpnmﬂnns
complain that environmental and labour regulations
harm their case of doing business and profits. Their
concept of “minimum govemment, madmum gov-
emance” is privatisation of everything, comporations
and individual dtizens competing, and the “invisible
hand of the market” gevemning cverything.
Chiefexecutive officers (CEOs)and board mem-
bers of corportions may be compassionate humans
individually. Collectively, they have a fiduciary

does not have the conscience of a human being.
‘Therefore, “conscous capit alism™ evangelists st nugle
to make an adequate impact on corporate behaviour,
even incompanies ked by compassionate CEOs.
without human feelings and consciousness, Al
like any technology. is an ethics-free enterprise.
Allowing selfish business corporations o own and
pmpa,;a‘tr powerful I:cctrmol.oglcslllcc Al whose
.15
idea. Tbchno—cn:husdaas dismiss resisters of new
technologies as “anti-progress” Luddites, Ultimately,

they say. They ignore the decades it takis societies
and economies o adapt.

Iimpacts of transition & Economists’ theories of
free trache strip out social realities, say Nobal lasreates
Abhijic Banerjee and Esther Duflo. :nummq of Good
Economifcs for Herd Times, They expl ickiness

and Al technologies must be regulated effectively
efone it is too late, with action along three tracks,

1. Sincere cooperation with regulation. CEOs and
imvestors in lange business corporations — indefence,
finance, technology, health care, and other industrics
= which have lange societal impacts, pretend they
care for the public good In practice, they promete
the narrow interests of their sharcholders, whichis
their sellFserving. fiduciary responsibility, They bring
money power, along with their lawyers and expens
they pay. into negotiastions where they overpower
the voices of civil sociery. They must leam to listen
o other points of view and 1o cooperate and develop
regulations for the good of all citizens.

2, Institutional innovation. Humanity has pro-
gressed over millenniawith both technological and
Institutional innovations. Electoral demaocracy Is an

of soclo-economic systems. While
deregulation of economies, for exam-
ple, may increase gross domestic
product in the long run, it produces
manywinnersandlosersduringran-
sithons, which can take a generation
o longer, Sciemists” models of climate
change and scientific solutions for
il o

ith a short history so far, Lawsto protect
the rights of all citizens equally — rich and poor,
men and women — areyet evolving. A business cor-
poration listed on the stock market is also an insti-
tutional innovation. It is a seifish virtual cltizen of
society created with enforceable laws, The time has
come to evolve a genuine sockal enterprise that Is
legally accountable to all stakeholders: moreover,
primarily tosociety, ruxllsflnandal SUPPOETs.

CCHTY

exchude disruptions of Iivelihoocs di

AF “The stock market

ing transitions, which will take
decades. Technological transitions on
top of liberal economic refomms min-
imising the role of govemments are disnupting the
Evelihoodsof bl lions of people in poorer countries.

Is not an ag ik of the dl itals
of an economy or a company. Many young people
want to shape a better world They don't know how.
They need better role modiels. The world needs cor-

porate lendcrs who demenstrate wm'iction and
1

v apply hur

Powerful technologies ane i iably dual-use:
Usabde for good and harme Products of the defence,
finance. and digital technology industries can be used
forthe public good; they can also cause wi

inprefi over unﬂnmla.lvaluanunse{lhur
businesses. schook and the business
mlamdm:mdlmlmasmknmds.

sodial disnuption and destroy lives. Institutional

ity for their regulation has not kept up with thelr
development. Potential misuse of nuckear technology
was prevented unfairy by those in power, who wens
the first to misse it, and they now control itsuseby
others. The potential of Al'to do good as well a5 hamm
s much more than all technologies invented so far,

fes of self-agarandising unicoms and
blﬂ!unarcs_ When 1 ask my friends in man agement
education and business media why they do not do
this, they say they teo are nunning businesses. They
must give the market what i@ wants, They too have
hecome miere followers of popular demand, bobbing
along like corks on the surface, rather than shapers
ofwaves of change for a better future for all.

responsibility under corporate law toserve the inter-

ests of in the corp

Indians that make America great

and drwingupon herunmatched net-
work in heradopted country, makes
this book a must-read for amyone inter-
ested in the Indian diaspora, The
Introduction has useful information

friends and the langer community. Their
) .

fon. A comp

asawhole, mamng:mnmlpwnpia
incomeofanindian American is

whileforthe restof thecountry it Isabw:
$56,000; T3percentofIndian Americans
a:rmllcsrmadmlm wHIL the fgure for

dmdinlion ="S0peroent perspimation
and 10 percent inspiration”, Theprofiles
reflect the particulasityof experiences

about the Indian-American

anc diffe in antituces that the

ItEno stmr:ha.l Ilvmm

according ba its inventors. Further development and
proliferation of defence, finance, synthetic biology,

instinmtionscontinuestothis day, Oneof
IIll:muﬂ intriguingindividuals profiled 5
Tandor hyl
wlmwmmwmuﬂwwmmu
prejucios. and societal pressurestobuild a
successiul carcer inthe consuliancy
siness She managed high-profile

author tothe techi

mer before

category, Duringthe1960sand70s, the

oW
clientele. Andthenshe called itquitsto

The austhor i chalbrma, HelpAge brternational

several other fields. Dr Gawande'slater
book, Being Martal, is avery sensitive
portrayalofthechallengeof preparing
terminally ill patientsto accept the
inevitability of death, Both physicians
standd out for their empathy and
humanesensibilities.

The last sectiononthe Influencers
includes profilesof politckns Nikki
Haleyand Ro Khannaand journalisg

and this is followed by cha:ltmdl\rkted subjectsof the interviews convey intheir Ind ian Instinuites of INDIAR GENIUS: The pursue her passion for and author Fareed Zakaria. They are
BOOK REVIEW imothree sections, each prafiling out- own words, It istheirindividual Technologyin I\ I)I \1\ MeteoricRiseof | Music.She pivedthe among theless interesting Indian
standing individuals in the “Techie”, AFEmOTe I, prowidied - -1 IndiansinAmerica  WavEorheryounger Americans. A profileof presidential
SHYAM SARAN the “Healers™ and the cat- | The pon their experienceol a High-quality GE sister IndraNeoyi,who | Bopeful Kamala Harrismay have been
egaries, respectively, Th | highly plural ate technical ' he fir worthwhile, butthe suthor excluded
he story of Indians in America ks, chapter seeks to identify some of the he proficiency inthe educationto female CEOofthe herbecause she ldentifies herselfas
by any measure, one of outstanc- anributes these individuals share and En, L ancithetrad 1} midde-class multinational Pepsi, black. But Ithink Ms Harrisdoes not
Ing success. Indians take vicarious | explore whether they contributed 1o Iue placed oneducation. But theyalso d nominal IndianAmericansin | reject her Indian identity.
jprice in celebrating a Sundar Pichai their cutstanding achievements, at:krmdﬁl.netha: nlnlm.domdcomm cost, Thegraduates themedical profession e woald have preferredaclear
heading Google of a Satya Nadellataking  Finally, explore how America provided didnotfind enough COMEOL a5 amongthe distinction betweenquotesand the
Microsoft into an Al-driven future. But them with the opportunity toexcel hdls.lhxlmrdndhardwmkam opportunitiesin best. Thisincludes author'sowncommentary, and there
tkshi Ahamed, herself d away from their home country. merit. Their isatriby d I d. more Siddhartha Mukherice, who s an wuldruwbemmomwefulcdllins-
American and an acclaimed author of a mum o Iwhmlr If y hi and i y maﬂvamrlhd.rsk.lﬂsln thelr Jogist and haswritten a b 1l Butthisisani ely readabl
definitive book on India-US refations — leading b the | skillsfin theworkL Indian mmcli fiekds. For: nealy T!‘lrl'n!.rwqu!ﬂrf&'s and:hcconwm:mslhcmhorhas
A Matterof Trist has now pmdumds slndﬁamwmabmxﬂ}egmm A fthis FallITT gradh headed Anﬁlvnruds!medmdcal r
pioneeringstudy of th deter withwhichih ful door. Thed opentothe meus.mmd s-omeuﬁl'nenm sucoessful is rlluin- ltiesandih
this remarkab ke cohort at the pinnacle of Indian A he oddidsthey lesser sklbed migrants. Ms Ah: dtells T alumnd. Sundar author. Hisbook, Check st Manifesto, different thingsthat drive themito
American industry, academia, politics cmmnm'mdLnadimu andunfamiliar thestory ofa cab driver from Punjabin HdlaLStumannN‘mzwntCmﬁMubd sjg:iﬂcantly n:duct:d m‘mnuntnpscs!n become high achievers. Thereane
and govermnment. Her intimate profilesof ~ country.th NewYorkCitywho had waited 20years for andNikesh Arora (CEO PloAlo lessons beyondthelr experlences.

some of the most successful Indian
Ameri based on

pursuadtheirchosen mlling,andlhe
strength theydrew fromthedr familiesand

views

hsmmmﬂ@ukmwd
bythe

Networks) belongtothiscategory. But the
“prain drain” from the top engineering

checklist tobe used whilr: pcrl'urming

procedures. Thedrill ha: lications in

tsaf cretary
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Attack and aftermath

Christmas market attack in Germany reigniting polari

ng

debates about immigration and national security

tentious debates about immigration and national security, with far-right groups

Alanent attack on a Christmas market in Magdeburg, Germany, has reignited con-

seizing the moment to push for mass deportation of immigrants. The tragedy,
which claimed the lives of five individuals and left dozens injured, has sent shock-
waves across Germany, leading to both solemn remembrances and polarising polit-
ical rhetoric. On the evening of December 20, a car driven by Taleb al-Abdulmohsen,
a B0-year-old psychiatrist originally from Saudi Arabia, careened into a crowded
Christmas market. The attack lasted three harrowing minutes, during which over 200
people were struck, leaving 40 with critical injuries. Authorities arrested al-Abdulmohsen
at the scene, and he now faces multiple charges of murder, atterpted murder, and
grievous bodily harm. Despite living in Germany for nearty two decades, the sus-
pect's motives remain unclear. Investigators have yet to establish any ideological or

political motivations.

In the wake of the tragedy, far-nght groups have
amplified their calls for stricter immigration controls
and mass deportations. On December 21, approx-
imately 2,100 demonstrators gathered in Magdeburg
to voice their outrage. Protesters, somea wearing black
balaclavas, carried banners with slogans like
“Reimigration Now" and “migration kills." The term
“reimigration” has become a rallying cry for far-right
factions advocating the forced removal of immigrants
and individuals deemed non-ethnically German.
Chants such as "Anyone who doesn't love Germany
should leave™ and "We must take back our cities,

our villages, and our homeland” echoed through the streets. The incident has deep-
ened divisions within Germany over immigration and integration policies. Critics argue
that far-right groups are exploiting the tragedy to stoke xenophobia and advance their
anti-immigrant agenda. Meanwhile, local communities have sought to counter the
rhetoric of hate with acts of solidarity. A silent vigil was held at Magdeburg's Cathedral
Square on the same evening as the protest, with participants lighting candles in mem-
ory of the victims. German authorities have called for calm and emphasised the need
for a thorough investigation. Chancellor Olaf Scholz expressed condolences to the
victims' families and condemned both the attack and the use of such tragedies to
spread divisive ideclogies. The attack has reignited debates over Germany's approach
to immigration and the balance between openness and security. While far-right voic-
s call for stringent measures, advocates for multicuturalism warn against the dan-
gers of collective punishment. This incident underscores the fragility of Europe’s
social cohesion in times of crisis. As Germany mourns, the challenge lies in address-
ing security concerns without succumbing to fear-driven policies that erode the wal-

ues of i

that

ivity and

pin the nation's democratic fabric.
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Macau: The glittering
gem in Xi Jinping’s China_ 8w

-

SANTHOSH MATHEW

For the Chinese Communist Party, Macau is a beacon of controlled capitalism,

showecasing the potential of the “One Country, Two Systems’

hen Chinese
President  Xi
Jinping landed
in Macau, the
world's gam-
bling capital, the air was thick
with anticipation. Macau, often
dubbed the “Las Viegas of the
East” is much more than a bea-
con of wealth and opulence. For
Xiand the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP), it is a sparkling gem
in t?;c palm of(j:i]:u's vasli?nd
complex economic system—a
model of the “One Country, Two
Systems” framework that allows
capitalist practices to thrive under
the watcmcl eye of a socialist
regime. Xis visit underscored
the stark contrasts between the-
ory and practice in the CCPs gov-
ernance and the lessons it n%’crs
not only for Chinas neighbours
but for the world at large,
Macau's significance lies in its
unigue igcntil}'. A former
Portuguese colony, it returned to
Chinese sovereignty in 1999
under the promise of autonomy.

Today, its El.itzy casinos, luxury

hotels, and sprawl Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) generate
billions annually, contributing
substantially to Chings GDF But
while the d)icc roll and fortunes
are made on Macaus gaming
tables, the CCPs control remains
unyielding,

The irony is palpable. The CCF,
de-

a built on anti-capital
o n;?’:wu;cm the I.algcs EZin
the world in Shanghai, nurtures
capitalism in Hong Kong, and
nllF:ws gamblin

demned

flourish in Macau. This duality
reflects the pragmatic philosophy
first espoused by Deng Xiaoping:
“It doesn't matter if a cat is |aci
or white, as long as it catches
mice!” This approach has been
pivotal in transforming China
into the worlds second-largest
economy. Yet it also lays bare the
contradictions at the heart of CCP
rule.

Xi finping's Macau visit was not
mercly ceremaonial. It was a reaf-
firmation of the CCPs ability to
adapt and wicld capitalist tools
whl?c maintaining alighlﬁrips:n
power. In Macau, Xi emphasised
stability and loyalty to the central
Enw:mnu:nl.'ﬂ:isali 5 with his

roader strategy of tightening
control over regions that might

weer toward autononmy or dis-
sent, as evidenced in Hong
Kong. The "One Country,
Two Systems™ model—once
lauded as a masterstroke of
overnance—has increasingly
ecome a tool for cmsnlidgl-
ing Beijings authority. Hong
Kong's story is a cautionary
tale.
A vibrant bub of multina-
tional corporations (MNCs)
and transnational corpora-
tioms {TNCs), it has been at the
forefront of economic global-
isation. However, its recent
struggles with political dissent
and Beijing’s heavy-handed
r;ﬁp:mscs reveal the limits of
the “Two Systems”™ promise,
'ﬁw(:(il"s::‘;acldnwnnnpm-
democracy movements in
Hong Kong has sent a clear
message: economic freedom
docs not translate to political
autonomy. Macaw, in contrast,
has largely avoided such con-
flicts, partly due to its econom-
ic dependence on Beijing and
the absence of a robust pro-
democracy movement. Yet,
this does not make Macau
immune to the inherent ten-
sions of "One Country, Two
Systems.”
As Xi extolled Macau’s success,
he also warned against com-
Fvlaccnqr and stressed the need
or “long-term stability” a
cuphemism for unwavering
allegiance to the CCEFor the
CCP, Macau and Hong Kong
are not just economic engines;
they are experiments in con-
trolled capitalism. The success
of these regions bolsters the

party’s narrative that socialism
with Chinese characteristics
can coexist with, and even
benefit from capitalist mech-
anisims.

The underlying contradictions
are hard to ignare. The CCPs
insistence on ideological puri-
ty clashes with its pragmatic
embrace of market-driven
policies. This duality is reflect-
ed in Xi%s leadership, which
combines Maoist centralisa-

MACAU'S tion with Dengist pragma-

SIGNIFIGANGE :;:“Mmisls, Maxalites, and

LIES IN ITS urban Naxals in India, as well

UNIQUE as rl:é!:‘r idm]n\siucsclilllsin to

e L

* adaptation. The CCPs ability

A FORMER t“n cv_ul.\-'ln. to reconcile IE

PORTUGUESE  the demands of a modern,

COLONY, IT lobalised xmmﬂy.fhafhbccll

RETURNED TO :isrc. s'i::iattf?rccrr;' fl(r;n:]:]a:;

ideological purism that often

CHINESE ;lpara]:,:ﬁ leftist movements

SOVEREIGNTY Inﬁi:’. L:::can draw inspiration

IN 1999 UNDER Ifmm M;ESLL As the worlds
st

THE PROMISE  ith it development chal-

OF AUTONOMY lenges, it must consider the

role of SEZs, MNC headquar-
ters, and even industries like
gambling in driving econom-
ic growth. While gambling
remains taboo in much of
India, the success of Macau
shows how regulated gaming
can become a major revenue
sOurce.

Similarly, expanding $EZs and.
creating huEﬁ fior MNCs can

" framework

transform India into a global
coonomic powerhouse. At the
hieart of this debate is the ques-
tion of whether ideol nEy
should dictate policy. The
CCFs approach—that opinion
is not an iron rod—offers a
compelling case for pragma-
tism. Yet, the party's intoler-
ance for dissent, as seen in its
suppression of Maok “Let a
Hundred Flowers Bloom"
campaign, highlights the dan-
gers of unchecked authority.

The CCPs success in eco-

nomic management is unde-
niable, but its human rights
record and stifling of democ-
ratic aspirations serve as stark
reminders of the cost of its
iron-fisted rule.
As Xi linping departed Macau,
the world was left pondering
the paradoxes 01P modern
China. Under his leadership,
the CCP has doubled down on
centralisation, curbing dissent
while championing economic
liberalisation. Macaw's glitter-
ing casinos and u:wm'l:s_ sky-
scrapers are symbols of this
duality, where capitalism
thrives under the shadow of
socialism. For Xi, Macau is
maore than a gem in Chinas

lm; it is a symbol of the
CCPs ability to adapt and
endure. Whether in the neon-
lit streets of Macau or the cor-
ridors of power in Bedjing, the
CCPs experiment in con-
trolled capitalism continues to
shape the future of China—
and the worl

(The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)

Navigating the intersection of
technology, law and human rights

of ‘digiral arrest’

he term “Digital
I Arrest’ often referred
to as the restriction,
monitoring, or apprehen-
sion of individuals through
online mechanisms extends
beyond the confines of tra-
ditional legal systems to
encompass actions in cyber-
space, such as freexing dig-
ital assets, blocking online
accounts, or limiting access
to certain platforms or lim-
iting individual freedom in
a virtual or online environ-
ment.
As technology permeates
every aspect of life, the
implications of digital arrest
have grown even more sig-
nificantly, offering bot
opportunities and challenges
i:é;nvrmancr, security, and
individual rights in disman-
tling operations such as ran-
somware groups, hacking
collectives, and online mar-
ketplaces for illegal activities.
For instance, international
cfforts have led to the clo-
sure of dark web platforms
such as Silk Road and the
apprehension of their oTcl-
ators. Also,
Cryptocurrencies and digi-
tal financial assets have
brought about new forms of
digital arrest, where govern-

SHAINY SHARMA
In a world increasingly shaped by digital technologies, the concept

has emerged as a controversial tool in cyberspace

ments or agencies freeze
digital wallets associated
with criminal activities
thereby preventing the illic-
it flow of funds and support-
ing global financial regula-
tions.

While the concept is still
evolving, digital arrest
encompasses aspects of
cybersecurity, legal frame-
works, and the social conse-
quences of living in a high-
ly digitised world.

At its core, this kind of
arrest involves leveraging
technology to enforce
restrictions or punish
actions taken in the digital
sphere. Various government
agencies, corporations, and
even individual users can

participate in acts akin to
digital arrest, raising ques-
tions about authority, power
dynamics, and accountabil-
ity in cyberspace.

To balance security and
individual rights in the dig-
ital era, taking measures
stch as establishing trans-
parent and cnﬁ)lccj‘»lc reg-
ulations that define the
scope of digital arrest; over-
seeing the use of digital
arrest mechanisms to ensure
accountability and prevent
misuse; dc\'cfl:ping univer-
sal guidelines for promoting
fairness and consistency
across jurisdictions and
most importantly raising
public awareness about di
ital rights and responsibili-

ties can equip individuals
with the ?mcvw]cd.gc and
toals needed to engage effec-
tively and 5ccun:B]}' in the
digital world.
As the digital world contin-
ues to evolve, so too will the
methods of enforcement
and resistance. New tech-
nologies, such as artificial
intelligence and blockchain,
may influence how digital
arrests are carried out and
challenged.
Transparency in enforce-
ment, the right to appeal,
and global cooperation on
hical standards are essen-
steps in creating a just
digital society. There is no
denying that digital arrest
represents the intersection of
technology, law, and human
rights in the digital age.
While it offers tools EJI
enforcing order and combat-
ing crime, italso poses risks
to freedom and priv,
As society becomes increas-
ingly reliant on digital infra-
structure, the eoncept of
digital arrest will likely con-
tinue to evolve, demanding
thoughtful and cthica%
approaches to its imple-
mentation.
(The writer is an educator;
views are personal)

LETTERS A (R T HTRGT

CONTROVERSY OVER AMBEDKAR
Madam —The row over the insult to Dr
Bhim Rao Ambedkar is neither factual
nor logical since the home minister
never insulted Dr Ambedkar in his
speech by words or intention; rather, the
fact is that no leader from the B]P has
ever insulted Dr BR Ambedkar publicly
or in Parliament or state assemblies,
wheneas Congress has a documented his
tory of apposition to Ambedkar. It is no
secret that the first PM, JL Nehru, was
never on good terms with Dr Ambedkar,
and MK Gandhi too had an uncomfort-
able equation with Ambedkar, while it
miay be argued that the twin Congress
leaders (Gandhi and Nehru) were right
when it comes to national interest and
the movement of Indian independence
to oppose Dr Ambedkar.
Unfortunately, the national politics has
reached the spot where Dr BR
Ambedkar has been established as a
godly figure, though he never participat-
ed in any struggle for Indian indepen-
dence for whicE the Congress claims sole
credit and abuses Bharatiya JanaSangh
and BJP for their nonparticipation,
never mentioning Ambedkar for his
nonparticipation because that would be
politically incornect. Neither making
Ambedkar the god nor considering the
Constitution a heavenly document
waotld be democratically or even consti-
tutionally correct.

Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala Cantt

APATHY AT ITS WORSE

Madam—This is our modern India.
When a Jaipur gas tanker explosion left
motor mechanic Radheyshyam
Choudhary with 85 per cent burns. He
bravely walked 600 meters while engulfed
in flames, even calling his brother before
succumbing to his injuries at SMS
Hospital. Shockingly, by mid-morning,
videos of the aftermath of the gas tanker
explosion on the national highway were
circulating online, with more than one
showing a burning man struggling to stay
on his Ecl as he scampered for hclfp amid

n 2024, Indian axpatriates achieved a histaric
I milesbane by sending 128 billion in ramit-

fances. This amount not only surpasses
India's vast defance budget and foreign direct
i 1 e th i

ing love of Indians for their homeland.
Ramiltances have unbacked new avanues for
devalopmant in rural and wrban areas, foster-
ing imvastment in education, healthcars, and
infrastructure, 1t has provided stabdity fo rural
aconomies whils ampawering small and med-
uim erterprises.

Indlians liveng abroad astablsh their idantity an
foreign sail through reslance and courage. By
dedicating a significant portion of their income
ta the developmant of thair families and nation,
they pxamplity cultural values and familial com-
mitment. This inflow strengthens India’s foreign

Indian diaspora remits $129 billion

e virs and anarg
5. With strong policy measures, the govern-
ment can further enhance this success.

gets of Pakistan and Bangladesh. This flow of
funds symbolises not just sconomic support but
also the hard work, dedication, and urwaver-

the cacophony unleashed by the accident,
but bystanders just filmed his suffering
rather than offering aid. Pathetic. People
believe in publicity rather than provid-
ing succour and relief. No wonder, actu-
ally; these days people do anything for
a short time of fame, They will upload
such videos to garner views and likes,
mayhe monetise. They keep refreshing
their page to see like and comment sta-
tus anxiously.

It's more horrible that in the quest for
social media, people have forgotien to be
human! Shame on us. People want to
know that this is the reality of our
Sanskar. We have read many cases like
these where precious lives could have
been saved by the onlookers instead of
taking useless videos. It’s high time that
YouTube and Instagram stop pagin]g peo-
ple for videos. Moreover, big vehicles like
tankers and buses should be given a sep-
arate lane. Its there in all developed
countries, important to react with
improvements so that such foolish
mishaps don't happen.

Bidyut Knmar Chatterjee | Faridabad

arg nat maraly aconomic contri-
butions; thay rapresent the callective effart and
national pride of Indians across the globa.

RK Jain | Barwani

ACTION AGRINST MINING MAFIA
Madam — The operation of the mining
mafia is a well-known fact for a long time
to both the governments of Rajasthan and
Haryana, including the efforts put forth by
the general public in complaining against
such acts with no stoppage of the bring-
ing down of the Aravalli hills. However, a
common man hesitates to lodge an FIR, as
he is aware of the consequences he will face
with negligible police protection for a lim-
ited time and the creation of animosity with
the mafia, resulting in a threat to his life
and discouraging him from fighting with
such a large force. Sending inspecting
teams to the blasted site from both the goy-
ernment is purcl{' an eyewash in the eyes
of the public until concrete action is taken
at a national level invalving the NIA. A
strategic policy with amendments to the
cxisting mining rules is required to be pon-
dered upon to make it pragmatic and not
theoretical to be effective.

R § Narula | Patiala

Send your feedback fo:
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Selective indecision
The latest GST Council meetings
outcomes signal a capricious approach

ell into the eighth year of India's re-
vamped indirect tax regime, the apex
body governing the systern met last
Saturday and unveiled a flurry of dedisions — in-
cluding some rate changes and clarifications —
that were punctuated by some broader issues it
chose to kick down the road. That the Goods and
Services Tax {GST) Council, with the Centre and
States on board, had to wait for its 55th gathering
to figure out that it needed to clarify that pepper
and raisins supplied by farmers, gift vouchers
and penalties levied on borrowers by banks and
non-banking finance companies, are not taxable,
is instructive. Similarly, the switch to a three-
tered levy for something as banal as popeorn —
despite the rationale of taxing sweetened varie-
ties more in the name of health - after all these
years, is worrying. Such moves neither reflect
well on the Centre’s claims around its hurried Ju-
Iy 2007 rollous that the GST is a ‘Good and Simple
Tax’, nor does it bode well for a meaningful over-
haul of its multiple and complex rates” structure
through a long-delayed rationalisation exercise.
That the Council also did not bother to consid-
er initial recommendations of a ministerial panel
tasked with rejigging the GST rates, nor take upa
panel’s suggestions to review life and health insu-
rance policies’ taxation despite a commitment to
expedite this rethink, only diminishes expecta-
tions from the panel going forward. That the pa-
nel's head left the meeting early, stating it will
hold further deliberations on insurance policies’
levies soon, is not comforting, if not entirely ca-
sual - especially as the government has been pro-
mising action on this front since the Budget ses-
sion. The dithering, for whatever reason, is
beginning to hurt the industry too. In November,
niew life insurance business tanked for the first
time this vear as consumers held off on buying a
cover in anticipation of a GST cut. The longer this
indecision, and the feet-dragging on the broader
rate rationalisation plan, launched over three
years ago, persists, the worse will be the implica-
tions on consumption that has already turned
tentative, and private investment plans that hinge
on consumption as well as tax certainty. The
Council’s decision to reverse an October verdict
of the Supreme Court letting realty players claim
input tax credits on costs of construction for
commercial structures intended for renting or
leasing purposes, will also have ramifications on
India’s investment climate. With legal changes to
tike retrospective effect from July 2017, this isa
blast from the past for investors spooked by simi-
lar taxation misadventures over the past decade.

Canary in the canopy
Economic growth cannot be allowed o

bypass environment laws
T hrough history, forests for humans have

been sites of shelter, food, livelihoods,
protection, and strength of spirit. Ac-
cording to the new India State of Forest Report
2023, 25% of India’s land is covered by forests or
trees, on its face a healthy figure and a step closer
to the National Forest Policy’s prescriptions. But
big numbers always hide problems. Post-Inde-
pendence, India’s forest governance has been
typified by attempts to break free from European
colonialists’ insular view of forests as sources of
timber, codified in laws the country inherited.
Twao significant achievements in this regard were
the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 and the Forest
(Rights) Act 2006. The counteracting forces of in-
dustrial development and the pressures of di-
muate chamge on the state have however troubled
the implementation of both Acts and the govern-
ment has, sadly, chosen the easy way out
Courts and conservationists have demanded
that the state follow the dictionary definition of
forests whereas the administration has been
muddying it to exclude "community” forests,
among others, while induding plantations and
orchards. Even if the administration's impetus is
murky, it is allowing India to claim it is growing its
carbon sink towards its climate commitments
while allowing developmental activities to conti-
nue unimpeded. Thus, the 25% figure hides for-
est cover loss in the biodiverse Western Ghats,
the Nilgiris and the northeast, the shrinking of
mangroves in the Kutch and the Andamans, and
of ‘moderately dense’ forests and the ongoing en-
dangerment of open natural ecosystems. The re-
port also lacks details about whether its estimates
of the carbon sequestration potential of degrad-
ed land account for the specific uses to which
they are currently being subjected. Forest loss in
biodiverse areas cannot be adjusted with new
plantations elsewhere, the consequences of
which are exacerbated by the decision to include
even commercial plantations, which have lower
sequestration and ecological value, and the conti-
nued use of the Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Act. Indeed, the growing gap between the-
oretical and actual forests also extends to financ-
es. In several northern districts, the extent of for-
est cover that suffered fire losses has increased by
an order of magnitude in two years. Ground re-
ports by The Hinder have documented a paucity
of human resources, skill, and equipment to con-
trol fires. Economic growth is essential and trees
will be lost, but this is precisely why the friction
that laws impose on the growth impulse is essen-
tial too. Yet, the government has been weakening
environmental safeguards — more recently, the
Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act 2023
further contracted the 1980 Act’s purview — and
distorting its official inventory of forests, It is hard
to imagine anyone winning in the end.
:

»

India’s steel frame’ does need a check

ndia’s governance challenges demand
urgent reforms to modernise its

bureavcracy. The country's economic
story, which is marked by significant
and innovation, is juctaposed

strides in
with enduring issues of income inequality,
underinvestment in critical sectors, and
bureancratic inefficiency. Central to this narrative
i the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), which
has for long held sway aver | the nation’s

m [:
within the 1S and the wider bureaucracy have
highlighted the urgent need for administrative
reforms to unlock India's true economic
potential.

The legacy and challenges of the 1AS

The IAS, often called India’s “steel frame”, traces
its origin to the colonial Indian Civil Service
(ICS). Post-Independence, it became the
backbone of India’s administrative machinery,
with officers oocupying pivotal roles in
governance. Yet, this legacy has not been without
its cracks. Political interference, lack of
specialisation, and outdated personnel practices
have gradually eroded its effectiveness.

One of the pressing issues is the politicisation
of the IAS. Frequent transfers, suspensions, and
promotions influenced by political loyalty rather
than merit, have undermined morale and
professionalism. Officers often struggle to
develop domain expertise due to frequent
rotations across departments, preventing them
from hecoming effective policy specialists in an
increasingly complex governance landscape.

Corruption and ineffidency plague the
bureancracy further. According to the World
Bank’s measure of government effectiveness,
Inlia ranks only moderately, reflecting the poor
quality of policy implementation and
administrative independence. Without reform,
these systemic inefficiencies threaten to stymie
India's economic growth and governance
objectives.

Executive-led governance in India,
characterised by centralised decision-making, has
yielded mixed results. While it has facilitated
rapid economic reforms and infrastructure
development, it has also led to bottlenecks in
policy implementation and a lack of
accountability. The centralised power structure
often sidelines buresucrats' insights and
expertise, reducing their ability to act as effective
policy executors.

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, the government has attempted to
address some of these shortcomings by curbing
politicised transfers and introducing measures o

Ninod Bhanu

the Direstar &f the
Centre far Legislative
Research and

Advacacy, New Delbi

Persistent
challenges
within the
Indian
Administrative
Service and the
wider
bureaucracy
have
highlighted the
urgent need for
administrative
reforms

enhance bureaucratic accountahility. However,
critics argue that centralising power in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) risks undermining the
autonomy of senior bureaucrats, leading to
further disempowerment of the [AS.

The need for administrative reforms in India is
not new. Since Independence, over 50
commissions and committees have been tasked
with reimagining the country’s administrative
apparatus. The First Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC) in 1966 and subsequent
commissions, have consistently emphasised the
need for specialisation, accountability, and
merit-based promotions within the bureawcracy.

The Second ARC, set up in 2005, laid out a
blueprint for administrative reforms. It included
recommendations for lowering the permissible
age of entry into the civil services, introducing

ance-based promotions and lateral entry,
and establishing safeguards against arbitrary
transfers. However, many of these

repartedly due to political pressure from political
allies, underscores the contentious nature of this
reform.

The U.5’ proposed Department of
Gevernment Efficiency (DOGE), under LS.
President-elect Domald Trump, offers an
intriguing model for reforming India's
administrative apparatus. DOGE aims to
streamline government operations, reduce
inefficiency, and eliminate redundant agencies,
all while leveraging the expertise of leaders such
a5 Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy.

DOGE’s forus on cutting wasteful expenditures
and introducing accountability mechanisms
resonates with the challenges faced by the Indian
bureaucracy. A similar advisory body in India
could help identify inefficiencies within the civil
service, promote data-driven decision-making,
and develop metrics to assess bureancratic
performance. A time-bound commission, such as
the DOGE's expiration date tied to the U5,

1, could also ensure that

reform initiatives remain focused and actionable.

N5 remain un sermi
stalled by bureaucratic inertia and political
resistance.

Challenges to reform
Government's push for reform

Recognising the imitations of the 1AS-centric
administrative model, the Modi government has
sought to diversify governance by introducing
lateral entry into senior bureaucratic positions,
This mowe is aimed at bringing domain experts
from the private sector and other government
services into key policymaking roles, infusing
fresh perspectives and specialised knowledge.

Since 2018, the central government has
pursued lateral recruitment to bring individuals
with specialised knowledge and domain expertise
into specific assignments, By 2023, this initiative
saw the appointment of E?nlﬁ.cels many of
whom were drawn from the private sector,
reflecting a deliberate effort to infuse fresh talent
and perspectives into povernance. The Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) recently
advertised 45 posts for lateral entry, including
paositions for Joint Secretaries and Directors
across various ministries. This shift has disrupted
the 145's traditional dominance, with only 33% of
Joint Secretaries at the Centre now belonging to
the LAS, compared to near-total dominance a
decade ago.

However, the lateral entry initiative has faced
resistance. Critics, including retired civil servants,
argue that it could undermine incumbent morale
and distort promotion incentives, Opposition
parties have also voiced concern about the lack of
reservation provisions for marginalised groups in
these appointments. The Modi government's
recent U-turn on lateral entry appointments,

Reforming India’s bureascracy is no small task.
Despite its flaws, the 1AS remains deeply
entrenched in the country’s governance
structure. Proposals for lateral entry,
performance-based promotions, and specialised
training ot'tzn face resistance tmm within the
service, where seri ion and
generalist approaches are deeply
institutionalised. Political interference further
complicates reform efforts. Proposals such as the
Civil Services Standards, Performance, and
Accountability Bill (2010), which sought to
protect bureavcrats from arbitrary transfers, have
lanpuished in legislative limbo. Even judicial
interventions, such as the Supreme Court of
India’s directive to establish civil services boards
in 2013, have had limited impact due to lack of
enforcement.

A multifaceted approach to administrative
refiorm is vital to address the challenges of India’s
bureaucracy. Recruitment must prioritise merit
and domain expertise, with promotions tied to
measurable performance rather than seniority.
Protecting bureaucrats from politically motivated
transfers and fostering spedialisation in
policymaking roles would enhance accountability
and efficiency. Further, the government should
invest in a robust data infrastructure to track
bureaucratic performance, enabling informed
deusu:ms an planemems pmmm:loms, and policy

1. Refarm i I for Indias
economic aspirations and ensuring governance
effectively serves its people.

The GATT-ification of the World Trade Organization +

anization (WTQ), which serves as a

multilateral trade referee, is set to miss yet
another crucial target of revitalising “a full and
well-functioning dispute settlement system” by
the end of 2024. It has been five years since the
Appellate Body (AB), the second tier of the WTO's
two-tier dispute settlement system, has been
non-operational due to the persistent bocking,
by the United States, of the appointment of the
Appellate Body members,

This obstruction began during Barack Obama’s
administration, escalated under Donald Trump's
first presidency, and has continued under
President Joe Biden, reflecting a bipartisan
paolitical consensus in the 1.5, The 1155 hostile
stance towards the Appellate Body will intensify
further under what is anticipated to be a highly
protectionist Trump 2.0 administration. While
the WTO panels, the first stage of dispute
settlement, continue to operate and render
decisions resolving trade disputes between WTO
member countries, this is of litte significance
because the losing country uses its legal

prerogative to appeal to a non-operational AR,
and thus stall the adjudicatory process. However,
it is a fool's errand to put the Appellate Body back
on track bevause the real issue is the WTO's
existential crisis and its quest to be a relevant
player in global trade. The larger game is not
about killing the Appellate Body but, rather,
muking the WTO dysfunctional.

T he Geneva-based World Trade

The promise

To understand the future, it is important to ficst
reflect on the past. The establishment of the WTO
in 1995 marked a milestone in nternational k.
The rise of neoliberal ideclogy in the 1990s
played a critical role in this development. The
WTO established a comprehensive system of

Prabhash Ranjan
Prafessar and
Diractar, Centre far
International
Investment and Trade
Laws, Jindal Global
Law School

The legal
revolution of
international
trade

wlism

rules governing trade in goods, services, and
intellectual property, along with a hmdujg
two-tier dispute settl system an

hinder the U5, from dealing decisively with
China. As a result, the US. aims, in the words of

appellate function, compulsory jurisdiction, and
effective retaliation for non-compliance.

WTD's promise of international rule of law was so
compelling that it could not be matched even by
the International Court of Justice. Scholars in
international law began to regard the WTO asa
constitutionalism project that would ensure the
triumph of i ional law over i

paolitics.

As the international trading community
witnessed the transition from the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) era that
held sway from 1948 to 1994 to the WTO, it
marked a shift from diplomacy-based trade
multilateralism to a rule-based system. Celso
Lafer, a former Chairman of the WTO's dispute
settlemnent body, described the creation of the
WTO as the “thickening of legality” in
intermational trade relations. Put differently,
countries were willing to accept several
restrictions on their state conduct and subject
themselves to the binding jurisdiction of the
WTD's dispute settlement system including the
Appellate Body.

The unravelling

However, things began to unravel as the global
landscape changed due to China's significant rise
over the last two decades. The 1S, facilitated
China's accession to the WTO in 2001, hoping this
would lead Beijing to dismantle its state-led
industrial policies which were detrimental to
international trade, and adopt free-market
principles. HcvwzuEl this expectation did not

T
is being
reversed

falise. There id 1 belief in the
U.S. that China explumd the WTO system to its
advantage. The WTO and its institutional controls

iomal kwyer Daniel C.K. Chow, ta
“wreck"” the WTO system, including the Appellate
Body, which would provide it with a free hand o
address the perceived Chinese threat. The U5,
can now employ trade remedial mezsures and
develop industrial policies to counter the Chinese
challenge, even if these actions violate WTO law,
as there is no one to call it out. A dassic example
of this is the Trump administration’s decision in
2018 to impose a 25% tariff on Chinese products
across various sectors. Mr Trump's promise o
impose further tariffs during his second term,
which could trigger another round of trade war,
indicates that international politics, rather than
internatiomal Law, will dictate international trade.

Regime change

This has led international lawyers such as Geraldo
Vidigal to argue that there is no longer a crisis in
the WTO but a regime change. As against the
thickening of the legality of international trade
relations that we saw from a period of 1995 to
2019, we are witnessing its thinning. In other
words, while there is no complete de-legalisation
of international trade relations, countries are
reclaiming significant control that was previously
ceded to the WTO in managing their state
conduct. The legal revolution of international
trade multilateralism that began in 1995 has not
only been paused but is being reversed, moving
us back to the era of GATT diplomacy.
Understanding this "GATTification” of the WTO,
as Prof. Vidigal puts it, is crucial for grasping the
current state of the international trading order.
No amount of technical negotiations in Geneva
can obscure this fact.

The views expressed are personal
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Centralisation push

A single election diminishes
the role and priorities of the
States and can only
marginalise them. The drive
towards 'one nation, one
election’ [(ONOE) i to have
India as a unitary,
unidimensional,
single-language nation,
which it certainly is not. We
are one because we are
different. ONOE is
essentially to dislodge
regional parties as they
appear to have stymied the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
expansion mowves. This push
from the government leads
to needless structural

imbalance and a disruption
of the concept of
cooperative federalism.
'0ne nation, one election’ is
another step towards the
centralisation of mamy
aspects of administration
and schemes. The ‘cost’
angle is unclear, as to date,
the savings for
simultaneous polls have not
been quantified.

H.N. Ramakrishna,

Bengalury

Rural ent scheme
The Mahatma Gandhi
Mational Rural Employment
Guarantes Scheme is meant
to eliminate seasonal

unemployment in the
agrarian sector. Put
differently, the services of
farmers/agricultural
labourers during the lean
season are utilised in the
said scheme to create
infrastructural assets in
rural areas. It is
disheartening that
cormuption plagues the
scheme in West Bengal
{Page 1, December 23).
India is a federal country,
and it is imperative that the
Union government and
States work in unison to
ameliorate the economic
condition of the poor in
rural and urban areas.

Politics, red-tapism and
corruption are least
expected in labour-intensive
and socio-economic welfare

prusuammes

But what iz not so great
about the situation is that
many of the sabhas are not
implementing the required
statutory fire safety

Chsmn

Music season, safety
This time of the year,
Chennaiis busy with its
annual Marghoz music
season. City residents and
non-resident Indians alike
throng the numerous
sabihas, enjoying music and
the ather performing arts
apart from tasting exotic
food items despite their
being exorbitantly priced.

putting lives at
risk. Statutory fire safety
regulations such as smoke
detection systems and
alarms, unimpeded passage
ways, fire evacuation plans
and strategies, and,
importantly, trained
employees to handle a
possible fire outbreak, are
conspicuously absent in
miany of the sabhas.

It is a comman sight that
‘when popular artists
perform, people are allowed

to sit on staircases. More
chairs are brought in to seat
mare people, blocking all
escape routes, The lve
kitchen adjoining the
auditorium in many places
is another potential fire
hazard!

The authorities concerned
should, in the interest of
public safety, inspact the
warious performing centres
and have the required fire
safety protocols
implemented immediataly.
B. Swaminathan,

Chennai
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lettersfthehindu.co.in
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Octopuses and their kin are a
new animal welfare frontier

It appears that cephalopods as a group may be similar in intelligence to vertebrates as a group. Since many societies have animal welfare standards
for mice, rais, chickens, and other vertebrates, bogic would suggest that there's a case for regulations enforcing humane rreatment of cephalopods

Rachel Blaser

e named him Squirt - not

because b was the

smallest of the 16

cutthehsh in the poal, but
becawse anyone with the audacity 1o
seoop him into a separate tank o study
him was likely to get soaked, Squirt had
netorkously accurate aim.

As a comparative psychologist, 'm
used to assaults from my experimental
subjects, I've been stung by bees, pinched
by crayfish, and battered by indignant
pigeons. But, somehow, with Squint it fele
different. As he eyed us with his
Weshaped pupils, he seemed clearly to be
plotting against us.

O course, 'm being anthropomorphic,
Science does not yet have the tools o
confirm whether cuttlefish have
emational states or whether they are
capable of conscious experience, much
lesa sinister plots. But there's Lu!dlmumly

hing special about cey
the class of ocean-dwelling 1nw.rlﬂhﬂlcu
that includes cuttlefish, squid, and
octopus.

As researchers learmn more about
cephalopods’ cognitive skills, there are
calls wo treat them in ways better aligned
with their bevel of intelligence. California
and Washington state both approved bans
on octopus ‘nrmmg in 2024, Hawaii is
considering similar action, and a ban on
farming octopus or imparting farmed
octopus meat has been introduced in
Congress. A planned octopus farm in
Spain's Canury Islands is avtracting
opposition from scientists and animal
welfare advocates,

Critics offer many arguments against
raising oetopuses for food, including
possible releases of waste, antibiotics, or
pathagens from aquaculture facilities. But
as a psychologist, [see intelligence as the
muost intriguing part of the equation, Just
how smart are cephalopods, really? After
all, it's legal to farm chickens and cows, [s
an octopus smarter than, say, & turkey?

A big, diverse group

Cephalopods are a broad class of molluscs
that includes the coleoids — cuttlefish,
octopus, and squid - as well as the
chambered nautilus, Coleoids mnge in
sz from adule squid only a few
millimetres long (fdissepius) o the largest
living invertebrates, the giant squid
(Architeuthis) ard colossal squi
(Mesomvchoteuthis), which can grow 1o
over 40 feet in length and weigh over 450
kg

Some of these species live alone in the
nearly featureless darkness of the deep
ocean; others live socially on active,
sunny coral reefs. Many are skilled
hunters, but some feed passively on
floating debris. Because of this enormous
diversity, the size and complexity of
cephalopod brains and behaviours also
vary tremendously,

Almost everything that’s known about
cephalopod cognition comes from
imtensive study of just a few species.
When considering the welfare of &
designated species of captive octopus, it's
important to be careful about using data
collected from a distant evolutionary
relative.

Can we measure alien in

Ome option is a relative measure of
brain to body size, The beststudied
species of octopus, Octopus vulgaris, has
about 500 million neurons; that’s
relatively large for its small body size and
similar 1o a starking, rablit, or wrkey.

More accurate measures may include
the size, neurone count, or surface area of
specihic brain structures thought to be
important for learning. While this is
wseful in mammals, the nervous system of
an oetopus is built completely differently.

Cwver half of the neurones in Cotopus
vulgirris, about 300 million, are not in the
brain at all bus distributed in
“mini-brains,” or ganglia, in the arms.
Within the central brain, most of the
ini o
visual processing, leaving less than a
guarter of its neurones for other
processes such as learning and memory.

In ather species of octopus, the general
stct imilar, but complexity varies.
Wrinkles and folds in the brain increase
it surfuce area and may enhance neural
e and ion, Some
species of octopus, notably those living in
reel habitas, have more wrinkled brains
thian those living in the deep sea,
suggesting that these sPcr:Il.'rs Y POSSESS

hodeep-water polopus invest gates the part manipulabor arm al the ALK subimersibile research vedsel, ussoss

array of pattermns across its body as
camouflage, The Australian giant
cuttlefish, Sepia apama, uses is
chromatophores to communicate,
creating patterns that attract mates and
warn off aggressors. This ability can also
come in handy for hunting; many
cephalopods are ambush predators that
blend inmthu background or even Jure
their

The Im.llmqlk of intelligent behaviour,
however, is learning and memaory, and
there is plenty of evidence that some
octopuses and eutthefish leam in a way
that is comparable o learning in
vertebrates, The eommion cutthefish (Sepia
officinalis), as well as the common
octopus (Octapus valgarish and the day
octopus (Octapes cyarea), can all form
simple associations, such as learning
which image on a screen predicts that
food will appear.
Some r_nphalnmds may be capable of
mare complicated forms of learning, such
s reversal learning - learning to flexibly
adjust behaviour when different stimuli
signal reward. They may also be able o
inhibit impulsive responses., Ina 2021
stuely that gave common cuttlefish a
chaice between a less desirable but

a higher degree of i

Holding out for a bette ck
Because brain structure is not a foolproof
of behavioural tests

Intelligence is hendishly hard to define
and measure, even in humans, The
challenge grows exponentially in studying
animals with sensory, motivational, and
problem-solving skills that differ
profoundly from ours,

Historically, researchers have ended o
forus on whether animals think like
humans, ignoring the abilities that
animals may have that humans lack. To
avoid this problem, scientists have tried w
find more ohjective measures of cognitive
abilities,

A COMMON OCOpUS, ALBERT WOH [CC BY54)

™
K

may provide better evidence, One of the
highly complex, behaviours that many

|= shiovw is visual car lapge.
Tm.-y cdn open and close vy sacs just
below their skin that contain coloured
pigments and reflectors, revealing specific
eolours, Octopus vulgaris has up o
150000 chromatophores, or pigment
sacs, in a single square inch of skin,

Like many cephalopods, the common
cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis) is ﬁmught 5]
bie colourhlind, But it can use
excellent vision to produce a dlu_-,ln}.‘

snack of erab and a preferred
treat of live shrimp after a delay, many of
the cuttlefish chose to wait for the shrimp,

A new frontier for animal welfare
Congidering what's known about their
brain structures, sensory systems, and
learning eapacity, it appears that
cephalopods as a group may be similar in
intelligence to vertebrates as a group.
Since many societies have animal welfare
standards for mice, rats, chickens, and
other vertebrates, bogic would suggest
that there’s an equal case for regulations
enforcing humane treatment of
cephalopaods,

Such rubes generally specify that when
a species is held i captivity, its housing

ACH low thelr skin
piain colour ]
reflectors raling specific
plowrs, Octopus vidgaris has {1}

SO000 chiromatophore in a
ngle square inch of skin

conditions should support the animal’s
welfare and natural behaviour, This view
has led some ULS, states to owtlaw
confined eages for egg-laying hens and
crates oo narrow for pregnant sows 1o
turn arcaund,

Animal welfare regulations sy litthe
about invertebrates, but guidelines for the
care and use of captive cephalopods have
started to appear over the past decade, In
2010, the European Union required
considering ethical issues when using
cephalopods for research. And in 2015,
AAMALAC International, an international
accreditation organisation for ethical
animal research, and the Federation of
European Laboratory Animal Science
Associations promoted guidelines for the
care and use of cephinlopods in research,
The U.5. Maticnal Institutes of Health is
currently considering similar guidelines,

The "alien” minds of octopuses and
their relatives are fascinating, not the least
because they provide a mirror through
which we can reflect on more familiar
forms of intelligence, Deciding which
species deserve moral consideration
recuires selecting eriteria, such ag
nevrome count or learning capacity, 1o
inform those choices. Once these criteria
are set, it may be well toalso consider
hw they apply to the rodents, birds, and
fish that eccupy more fumiliar roles in our
lives,

(Rachel Blaser is professor of
neuroscience, cognition, and behaviowr a
the University of San Diego. ‘J"fm.r.lmde i

blished from The C

A camman cuttlefish (Sepio efffemalis) in Partugal's Ardtida Matural Park, MEGO DEuse ||:i: e

A Kashminl boatman breaks the fragen swrface to
inake his wiay thaaiigh Dal Lake, Sanagaris

Kashmiris
forced to burn
wood for heat
as weather
turns frigid

Residents of Kashmir ane going back o
traditional ways of coping with intense
cold wave conditions as frequent and
unscheduled power cuts have rendered
muodern heating gadgets useless.

Kashmir is dealing with Chillai Kalan, o
AD-day winter period notorious for being
the harshest part of the season. On
Saturday, Srinagar city witnessed the
eoldest night in 33 years after the
minimum temperature dipped 1o a
bone-chilling 8.5 degrees C. Other places
in the valley also experienced extreme
sub-zero temperatures, which caused
water pipes in many areas to freese,

Oveer the past couple of decades,
residents of urban Kashmir had done
awary with traditional heating
arrangements, including wood-based
hamams, bukharis, and wicker-claypot
kangris, as the supply of electricity
improved year after year

But with the region experiencing one
of its towghest winters in recent memory,
power supply in most parts of Kashmir
has been erratic at best, rendering
electric heating redundant,

"Over the past few years, we had
become accustomed to using electric
gadgets o keep ourselves warm. With
12-howr cuts every day, we have now gone
bk to kangris,” Yasir Ahmad, a resident

Over the past decades, urban
Kashmiris had done away with
woend- hamams, bukharis,
nd wi {F

he supply of ¢l

Improv rar afier ye:

of the posh Gulbahar colony in Srinagar,

Ahmad said his investment in an air
conditioner had “gone to waste."

Abdul Ahad Wani, who lives in the old
city’s Rainawari area, said he recently
converted his wood-fuelled hamam o an
electricity-powered one, "1 felt the wood
hamam was cumbersome, and an ebectric
hamam would be available at the push of
a switch,” Mr, Wani s

“But people in pmm.r hiave a habit of
proving us wromg."

With limited LPG and kerosene in the
open market, power cuts have fuelled
business for wood and charcoal vendors.

“AL T can say is the demand for wood
hias bewn good this winter. People have w
keep themselves warm, and there is
nothing better than wood in these dmes,”
Muoshammad Abbas Zargar, a firewond
dealer, said,

An official of the Kashmir Power
Development Corporation (KPDCL) said
that while there hud been lond-shedding
due to the sharp rise in demand, claims of
16-hour cuts may be exaggerated.

"W are trying our best to follow the
load-shedding schedule that has been
announced already, However, due o
overloading of the circuit, distribution
transformers and other allied
infrastructure sometimes get damaged,
leading to longer power cuts,” he said,

The official added that although the
KDPCL has maintained a transformer
bank to keep disruptions to a minimum,
the bank also suffers more damage during
winter. "0ur staff is doing its job, We

uest people to use electricity
mi:i(my and as per their load
agreement,” he added,

Meanwhile, raffic authorities have
asked motorists to drive carefully as rouds
in many places are covered by a liyer of
ice an dawn, rendering them slippery.

For feedback and suggestions
fa “Selence’, pleass wiite 1o
schence@thehindu co.in with the
sulsject 'Daily page'

» -
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Merge to survive

Electric mobility is disrupting the global auto
industry, forcing alliances and consolidation

NDIACANNOTBE it he churnin the global auto ind as
legacy car makzrs confront the challenge of new maobility snlutwns_
Allianc ki Dkum.,._—"‘ Motor s

ith Mitsubishi Motors si jumofunderstandingwith

Honda Motor Company to begin discu: mag ial merger — assales
of theircombustion engi ply falling and they have to mav-
igate the transition toelectric vehicles. This year, Nissan expects tosell three

illionvehicles, khal_ ! fmrn4 9millionin 201 3. Nissanand Honda's
busi Judh lishingajoint holding company, forming
ﬂwwddsllnrdlalgesl automaker by sales, It is likely to be tional by
August 2026, Both cartmakers are already exploring possibilities of collabo-
rating on electrification and software this year. There will definitely be co-
investment and co-development of electric vzhldes wlﬂ\th.emergel His-
san's current travails include a shump in its {inthe US
due to a lack of hybrid models, and losing out to Chinese rivals not only in
the mainland but also in Southeast Asia. The US president-elect’s plans to
slapa 2 5% tariff on vehicles exported from Mexdeo to America hit both Nis-
sanand Honda,

Butwhat is that both partnersbring tothe table? Leadershipof the poten-
ha] merger\wll see significant influence from Honda. Forstarters, hmh leI

llars inelectricvehicles Tt ive investr

h led Honel ith 1 General Motors. Thisis truefor

: Opimion

HINA'S EMGINEERING
ESShasbeennoth-

ing short of extraordinary.

From world-class infra-
structure and eco-friendly
cities to space systems and high-spead
trains, China's impressive acoumulation
nf state- -of-the-art physical capital has

® DEMAND DILEMMA
TIGHTENING GOVERNMENT CONTROL ON CHINESE SOCIETY IS AT ODDS WITH ITS GOAL OF RAISING CONSUMPTION

Struggles with a consumer society

STEPHEN S ROACH

Facuity memiber, Yale University and former chairman,
Margan Stankey Asia

nm}r. But China's physical ms‘meellng
accomiplishments onthe supplyside have
not been transferable to social engineer-
ing effortson th

authoritarianism, which seems at odds
with the basic freadoms on which con-
sumerism is based. Recent technol

instimulating d

The disconnect arises out of the mod-
ern Chinese political system, which
emphasises stability and control. While
this focus has enabled the country to
‘becomne the world's “ultimate producer”,
it has not been successful in uncovering
the DNAof the Chinese consumer. Social
nent dikeat

not just apanese Dumpames hut also LIS and humpean firms. Volks
entefedlnhuu tricvehicle maker Rivian which isa Cal-
ifomi ais known forits strengthsin bybrid powertrainsand

ithasa stmngpullfuhu of fuel-efficient vehicles The car g:ant aims todou-
ble hybrid Graales by 2030 pmwdmg a"bridge™ un.tll fully electric vehicles

standsin gha.rpaonmst to the incentive-
‘Tased, fre

ar pecially in facial recognition
and other forms of surveillance), in con-
junction with a social-credit system and
tightened censorship,areall but antithet-
icaltothe consumer society aswe knowit
intheWest.

Ultirnately, it is far easler to mobilise

since taken on alife of its own.

wabits in

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO
@ JUDICIOUS ROLE

Justice B W Magarathna

‘We judges have to have a deep sense of

restraint when we are on the bench and off
the bench. That is a given. Any person who cannot
have that restraint would not accept judgeship.
There are a lot of curbs on freedoms

wornan, Palling data point to tworeasons:
wncemsmr!harp]yﬂ!hag child-s Imnng

renched

fanuh! cultural nmmg This latter point

the spects of
the problem — namely, that a gen.eraunn
of younger Chiness have grown acousto-
med toone-child families. Thisvery hum-

atothe gy t'sattem-
ped coercionof £ planning practices
is not dissimilar to Beijing’s strategy to

2021,whena regulatory crackdown on
internet-platform companies targeted
not only Chinese entrepreneurs like
A]lbabaslack Ma but also the so-called

push fori ed demand.
The key to unlocking China's consu-

mer fear
dmc‘e a transition that requires nothing
short. nfa fundamental shift in the mind-

d with video
games, onlinemusic,celebrity fan culture,
and private tutoring. Such state-directed
saual engineering suggests that the C‘h]

=at ision-making,
Bmthlslspueuse]ywhm the government
‘has been stymied. Incentivising human
behaviour is lad.lca]lydlﬁenent from reg-

that shapes ‘numan and con-
sumption patterns in the West. With the
household consumption share of Chinese

bec L Thisi: it cannot meet GDP ining 0%, e
ﬂwdemandfmhybndgas{l.eﬁnwd‘udeammuh Nissanhadahead start around 5% in advanced econamies,
withelectric vehicles like the Leafbut could not buildon thatad But uﬂ'%h‘ahas"rﬂemﬂ'ﬂwﬂvrlmﬂns-sw-
itk @ hat ean help Hundabmldagbba]sup- TheAme famously
plychain forbatteries. Nissan aims tolaunchanelectricvehiclewith all-solid doct ncm:ﬂpﬂ:‘rji&:‘ u

state batteries developed in-house, which is expected to be a game changer
for the pupulanty of electric vehicles, induding pick-up trucks,

ial Missan-Hond — despite their sharply differ-
ent cu]turEs am:lmanagement styles — has global implications, both also
have operationsin India Their share of the domestic car market, however, is
low. Honda and Nissan had shares of 1.4%and 0. ?%mﬁpedjvelyinﬂmm
berina }ughly wmpetlhw market dominated by Maruti Suzulu whl:h i
ond, third, and fourth |
this year. In sharp contrast, Honda and Nissan are Iangulshmg as they rely
on limited product portfolios like the Honda City, Amaze, and Elevate, and
Nissan's Magnite and X-Trail. So if there is to be an upside to their market
shiare, they need to bring a much broader range of product offerings, includ-
inghybrids that can take on Maruti. Till the time it rolls out electric vehicles,
Maruti |scumnﬂy5¢|]mghylmdsmparhwrs}up\wﬂlhgld:alaumgmnr,
Toyota. The potential merger
lenges like complying with corporate average fuel enunumymm

ychal-

Europe's hottest stock has
an American architect

FORCED TO SEEK a government rescue barely a year ago, Siemans Energy was an
unlikelycandidate for Eurnpe's best performing stockof 2024. The fact ﬂ\ataGeneﬁ]
Electricspin-off, GE Vernowa, itsrival mare
remarkable. Yet the more investors onmpale the two electrical power-equipment

glants, the more the:

Spun AGin 2020, Siemens Energy ed toask Bedinforfinan-
cial guarantees in 2023 following qua]:typmb]ems and massive I.asaﬁ at its wind
unit. Fromn that nadir, the stock pric
bet the wind i t req'ul.rea dil apitalisation and n mare
attention toth gast d ies ich are benefit-
ting from rising e]ecmmy demand. This '_veaﬂ 3007 price gain emeedsthatot’any
othermember of the Stoxx Europe 600 index.

Siemens Energy's stock market debut during the early part of a global pandamic
was lnauspuuuus thegas and power activities appeared to be low-growth and were
barelyp g significant restructuring, Things soon got much worse:
In 2022, Siemens Energ'_v ayeed to pay €4 billion to purchase the roughly one-third
ofshares in power subsidi

Gamesa it didn’t

Butth dunithadn’t ich count theriskofi h
prh:mg contracts, and had d in its hurry to develop Iarger moare
powerful onsh i irbines; the cost of ing blade and bearing p

contributed to.a€4.5 billion net loss in fiscal 2023. The wind division continues to
]usemorethanc-loﬂ m]]llnn perquarterand isn’ lerpected tobreak evenuntil 2026,

deesi iemens G h

The Affluent Socisty,decodes the DNAofa

consumer society. Key characteristics

include upward mobility of income and

wealth, open communication and dis-
i i i

and freedom of choice, diminished

the state’s machinery to exert influence have little yhoost lend-
ower praducers than it is to allow basic the sense of possibility and optimism ing forlnfrastrul:tune projects or state-
freedoms to empower embedded in the DNAof [ inproperty.
n:ms\uneuThatgoshad{ - W socl- Admm:edl'_v,] am providing a Western
thebeo-  The key to unlocking  orjeq perspective on a Chinese problem, and

ple's Republic, when
China's producers were
under the strict control of
the State Planning Com-
mission. And it is true
again today as the pendu-
hum of Chinese economic
power has swung back

China's consumer
potential is to convert
fear into confidence,
a transition that
requires nothing short
of a fundamental shift

Another example of
this mismatch between
ambition and regula
mindset can be found in
China's repeated
attempts to address the
demagraphic headwinds
behind ashrinking labour

from the once-dy i
and entrepreneurial private sectortoward
state-owned ente

The tightening of government con-
trols over Chinese society over the past
decade is especiallyat oddswith its af

force, which is set to
decline through the end of thi tury,

T % \prob-
lems need to be examined from China's
own perspective. Even so, increasing con-
sumption goes to the very essence of the
human experience: Can there everbe a
flourishing consumer culture with Chi-
nese characteristics Lhat contradicts the
aspir : o Western
societies?

lution to China'schro-
el

owing to the legacy of the b

doned ene-child family-planning policy.

The Chinese government recently
d irthrate:

hinge on these d:ee'p considerations of
human behaviour. A recent meeting of
(China’s Central Economic Work Confer-

imequality of lifestyles, intergenerational  spurring consumption. In 2013, sl including improved support for child- | ence hinted at yet another big consump-

‘wealth transfers, and, ultimately, the abil- aﬁenaklngafﬁne President Xi |1n'p|ng birth, expanded childcare capacity, and tion stimulus to come. But if Chineseaut-

itytoalect politic West- duced a*mass line”educationcam-  otherefforts to build a"birth-friendly” | horities remain steadfast in tightening
I!\ﬂer}r b pi palgatnaddtesafﬂul'had habits” — for- society Yetthis Isr.ln]ythe]ates(lnasene! control over social norms and the human

tional proposition. malism, donism, and  ofac d ofatwo- | spirit, thenall th heworld—

Thatraisesa fund: Juestion: 1 = —thath key  childpalicyin 2015 andathree-childpal- de-i al-gafety

China’s political system incompatible  sources of social decay and corruptionof  icyin 2021 netrefurrns—muubefnrnaught_

with modern consumer culture? That the Comymunist Partyof China This effore, Deespite these efforts, China's fertility

question seems all the more pertinent in Initially viewed as an offshoot of Xi's sig- rate remains far below the replacement Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2024,

the face of China'’s newfound techno- nature anti-corruption campaign, has rate of 2.1 live births per child-bearing e, profect-syndicate.org

The conundrum of repo rate arguments

=
=

MADAN SABNAVIS

4 hief ecanamist, Bank of Barada

Monetary policy always triggers debate as theoretical
arguments on both sides: repo rate induces investment
or repo rate lowers inflation are equally strong

THERE IS A growing voice that the repo

tive growth rates during Covid_ Also con-

WALR rose r.\lmulal:iwlyhy 148 bps. Yet

The history of the repo rate shows
there are almast the same number of in-
1 decreases as it ith th

dstobecut;andt sidering India remains the fastest-grow- credit d by 15% and 20.2%
comes from sameafthe nunut,e! of the ing]algeecunmvyﬂ\ehlsﬂﬁcaﬂunafﬁw ln FY2. and 24 This is mot surp g
M v Folicy APCimeet- ppart growth isnot merely

ing. The advocates of a rate cut have also
reiterated that when inflation is high due
tofood inflation, a high repe rate cannot
quite bring down prices of food items.
gically,the focus should beon

growthwhich could be under peessure,
The important point here is that the
MPC has been mandated to target head-
line inflation at 4% within a band of 2%.
Thistarget s castinstoneandbringing in
arrynt.hm consideration maybeviewed to
date. So,if onewants to

Ilswulkculouttncnrmnc quipment is reliable. The second
of Donald Trump — no fan of wind power — isn't encouragi
" Butinhindsight, B

bailout. Siemens
th I peob-

BY g T T

multi-
‘year contracts. Berdin ended up providing counter-guaran-
tees, while former parent Siemens chipped in a couple of
‘il int-venture

frwnsl.emens]'-_‘nergy
The increased demand for pewer isn't just because of
growth, ring

CHRIS

BRYAN.I- demand g and icles The Inte tough times. So,an exception was made
national EnergyA global electricityci when the repo rate was lowered to 40,
#laomibarg could than 2035, Withcondith

b ide food inflation it would mean
Snlngbad(tatlwmandateandd\angll?
It. Thereare talks of revising the comy
tionofthe consumer price index, whichis
fairenough. Oncedone theweightswould
change, and if food has a lower weight it
should reflect in the overall index.

Mow, the Reserve Bank of India {REI)
did consciously deviate from this man-
date during Covid-19 when it did every-
thing to support growth that in turn
would help preserve employment in

Meanwhile, 2024 is expected tobe thefirst yearthat global
utilities spent more on G'E;xt.han the oil and gas industry, according to GE Vernova,
Spurred also by the sh awayfmmhlmhagomlan oil and the need to ensure
elect dark,windl isreturn-
to,  Industry-wi i track for theirbest yearsince 2015,
numMmganSmﬂeyana]yst Max Yates Revenue at Siemnens Energy's grid teclmnl
ogyunitg 2024,withan hike of around ol
expecbed in ﬂleoeml.ngyea: The division: Isp]annllg to hhethmuandsofnew staff.
{

d,thegroup
hx fi Tescua
currently pre likely totry tounhook itself

from that support as quickiyas pa!slble
This dive rge‘ncel.ncapllz] returns —earlier this month GE Vernova announced a
dest billionof
tend to favour the US cnmpany While GEVernova's w'md unit has also been losing
iffered blade failures, it's not b bi
SiemensGamesa.The updmt lsthatG[\"emum T
hboth

pi alisation is more than

twmeaglargeltgr' P revenue.
sily accustomed to LS firms gagi
premi m.And n'bfa.ilmszy‘rmh- trade on very high multiples of near-
term earnings. Still, Slemens Energy’s: Juip i derbacklog
provides a decent visibility on fi ings. If sharehald in more canfi-

dence thewind reliability issues are trulyin the past, its breakout year coulbd turn out
to be more thana flash in the pan.

gnomal, itwouldbe
hard to justify the stance of doing every-

tosupport growth. Besides, itks gen-
Mum%g;mmsmhéamﬁn
the 5.4% number for {2 was a blip. The
projection for GO growth is still in the
range of 6.5-7%,a far cry from the nega-

The next question to ask is whetlwx
cutting the repo rate actually increases
lending and hence growth. The theoreti-
cal argument is that lower policy rates
miake banks lower lending rates and ind-
ustry borrow more to invest leading to
higher growth. But in reality, it does not

because lmenegl: Iabeg are low. Credit is

inflation mte. Since 2010 it was raised 23
times and decreased 18 times. The argu-

linked
4 d.Car

ment that don'th a-

need to expand capaclty as demand inc-
there

mwwnmg.kuldu,lfthe eamnmylsdo-

reases. [foemar
iz lesa incentive tn ‘borrow, After all, bor-
rowing and not using the machinery to

m‘?ﬂm cost canheabsnrbed (I:he ratioof
intarestcost totumovervaries from 2- 50
in non-finance industries) or passed on.
Therefore, to assume that lower interest
redit toincreaseor

forimvestment may be misplaced.
This also raises the issue of the ideal
repo rate. Thereare studieswhich talkofa
il if 1.5- 20 Thisi that

waork in this simplistic generate output does
manner. —— impact profitability. This

The RELhasbeenpub-  The history ofthe  also app]izghfl:;tll:e r;rail
lishing what is called the segment, as bor-
wighged average lending repo rate shows mﬁlned a lot post-Covid as
rate (WALR)on freshloans ~ there are almost  there was pent-up demand
since 2015-16.Thisrateis  the same b d homes
more relevant from the of increases and aswe]lasmns.umptlmﬂ\at

point of view of borrowers
as it reflects the actual cost
of funds and normally
tends to be lower than the

reporate chan-

decreases as it
varies with the
inflation rate th

led to more leverage. The

costdoes not matter here.

An interesting part of
leis that nor-

hastohold overa longer periodand noton
amonthlybasis Hence ifwe are targeting
4% inflation, a repo rate of 5.5% or 6%
looks fair But inflation in India tendstobe

mally most loans are on

éa]nthignjne-yearperind,

on two occasions growth in credit inc-
reasedwhen theWALRdeclined. In 2017-
18, the increase in credit growth was
13 3% asagainst 10%in 2016-17,while

floating interest rates. This
means the interest rate is reset periodi-
cally. These rates are based on either the
marginal costof funds-basedlendingrate

in the regi 4.5-5, Inwhich case the
rangeof 6-6.5% seems appropriate,
Maonetary policy always triggers deb-
ate as theoretical arguments on both
sides — repo rate induces investment or
repo rate lowers inflation are equally

strong. Ifi isttheinfla-

canbath

in 2021-22 it was 8,6% comp with
5.6% in the previous year. There was oth-
erwiseadirect relation between the two.
Interestingly during FY20 and F¥21
theWALK came down by 160 basis points
(bps) and credit growth was 6.2% and
5.5% respectively.And once the reporate
was hiked following the Ukraine war, the

HE EDITOR

Downturn for India Inc

Apropos of “Winner, but for how
long?* (FE, Decernber 23), most
results of the listed (how

inflation, and the starting salary in the
top-notch information technalogy
sector has barely changed in the
past decade. With disposable

lining, househclds are

incomes d

atepid or luk
for quite a fow quaners Itis |ne\rnable
that this would bring the stock prices
down and thus erode the value of the
promaters’ shares. The revival of
demand is key to get the wheels of
Indian economy moving. Wages

and salaries have not kept up with

iy postponing purchases
until better times. India Inc must
wnderstand that the good times
are not going to last if this trend

in demand continues. The sconer
they realise it, the better it is going
to be for all concerned.

—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra

rlt:|.I Asloans HTE W an t'lnatm,g rates,

tion argument would be compelling. A
Keynesian would pitch for the growth

ary
Hence,
the cost will fluctuate dunng the entire

paradigm. Ultimatelyitis ajudg call
taken by the MPC with a lot of subjectiv-
ity coming in. This makes the exercise

tenureofth loan.Th inter-

interesting.
est rate would apply only for the time

periodwhen the repo rate is unchanged. Vigws are parsonal
Modi’s Kuwait visit energy in India. The presence of &

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
o Kuwait is pivatal in fortifying the
bond between India and Kuwait,
emphasising economic cooperation
and cultural exchange. The visit
could lead to enhanced trade
redations, with Kuwait being a major
supplier of crude il to India, and
opportunities for Kuwaiti investments
in sectors like information technology,
pharmaceuticals, and renewable

significant Indian workforce in Kuwait
also brings discussions on labour
rights and remittances to the fore,
aiming to improve expatriates'
welfare. Modi's engagement with
the Indian diaspora in Kuwait
wnderscores the commitment to
maintainimg strong links, enhancing
the bilateral relationship.

—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazanhagh
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INDHAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

FORMULATE PLANS
TOARREST RAPID
FOREST DEGRADATION

HE latest India State of Forest report says a quarter

of the country's geographical area now is under

forest cover—a spread of over B.27 lakh sq km,

which isa 1,845 8-s0-km Inerease over the previous

survey done in 2021, To be precise, this area is a
combination of forests as well as tree cover outside of
them, The Forest Survey of India defines forest cover as
areas of one hectare or more—notwithstanding their
ownership, legal status or use—with a tree canopy den-
sity of at least 10 percent, This was measured at 7,15 lakh
50 km last year, Over the assessment years two years
apart, the forest cover alone has expanded by 1564 sg km,
There are other positives in the report, including an im-
provement in the mangrove cover, which acts as a bio-
shield against natural calamities for India's numerous
constal communities,

However, a look beyond the headline numbers reveals
worrying realities, The county’s recorded forest area has
improved by just 7.28 sq km between 2021 and 2023 Now
couple it with the unsettling level of forest degradation—
measured at a staggering 92,989 sg km in just the decade
between 2011 and 2021, The 2023 survey says that recorded
forest areas stand at 5.20 lakh sg km, including 91,000 sq
hm oof very dense forests, 243 lakh sg km of moderately
dense forests, and 185 lakh sg kmopen forests, The report
also says that over 40,709 sq km of very dense and moder-
ately dense forests have been degraded into open forests
over the decade. Similarly, 5,573 sg km of forest canopies
have been reduced to serubs, The scariest part is that the
canopy density of another 46,707 sq km has degraded to
non-forest land—which means large parts of forests are
being cleaned up every year This rapld degradation is as
alarming as deforestation, The threat it poses to blodiver-
sity, pollution control and the essential work of forests as
carbon sinks is enormois. This comes after a March 2023
report from a UK-based agency that analysed deforestation
trends in 98 countries over 30 years to show that India
ranked second only after Brazil—home to the world's
greatest rainforest, Amazon—in the worrying trend. We
mist formulate strategles to arvest and reverse this wor-
rying trend as climate change looms larger.

FILLING ASHWIN’S SHOES
WILL BE A BIG CHALLENGE

AVICHANDRAN Ashwin's retirement announcerment

came out of the blue Not that it was unusually sur-

prising for a ericketer aged 38, But the venom has not

et left his bowling, especially in home conditions, As

wie e come to expect from Ashwin, he did not want
o b part of & towre as a tourist. So, aptly enough, & senior
player who played cricket on his own terms also decided to
retive on his own terms, His ilustrious career ended with
537 wickets in 106 Tests—the second highest lifetime haul
for an Indian bowler, Six Test tons are also etched against
his name. All these made him one of the chief architects of
India’s home Test record between 2012 and 2024,

Yet, the way he announced his retivement did ereate a
stie. Ashwin's mid-series announcement and return to
India sparked a debate on whether he did it the right way,
or should he have been given a ‘farewell Test”, The latter
seemed a bit superflucus given that the last ericketer who
got a proper farewell Test was Sachin Tendulkar in 2013,
Even if there was to be one at home for Ashwin, it would
have been at least nine months away With a packed inter-
national calendar till then and the IPL in between, it
would have been difficult to organise one,

There are other pressing matters right now for the
team, First, they have to find an able suceessor to Ashwin,
who transformed the craft of spin-bowling into an art,
Washington Sundar is there in the squad; but purely in
terms of skills, filling in Ashwin's shoes will not be easy,
Finding an off-spinner—a breed slowly becoming a rari-
ty—will not be easy, There are not many in the domestie
eirenit who could come elose to the veteran, Jala) Saxena
is 38, Jayant Yadav is 34 and the majority of the wicket-
taking spinners in Ranji Trophy are left-armers. One
young spinner who can be slowly moulded is Tanush Ko
tian of Mumbai—at 25, he is poised to replace Ashwin for
the remainder of the series, Whosoever comes next, he
will be compared with the likes of Harbhajan Singh and
Ashwin. To suceesed, the bowler has to have exceptional
qualities and the even rarer trait—temperament.

UICK TAKE

DON'T DROP BOOK POST

thoughtful scheme crafted to promote reading around

the country was quietly discontinued last week. Book

Post, which allowed quicker and cheaper delivery of
printed books and periodicals, will now be rolled into the
registered post service. The move was part of a series of
rate increases and scheme revamps by India Post, The
Book Post was hardly among the main reasons for the de-
partment’s gargantuan losses, which inereased from 25,508
erore in 2012-13 to 20,538 erore in 202223, The government
often sets a standard in services and rates by intervening
ina market otherwise served by profit-minded private play-
ers, The Book Post was one such essential intervention.

OR the last #7 years, Timemag-
azine has been anointing a
‘personof the year’ every year-
enid. Asachild who grew upon
astapleof Time and Newstoesk,
Twould esgerly look forward to
the year’s last editions simply
tosee if Teould guess who it would be. 1
succeeded only half the time. Neverthe-
less, thinking of all the persons [ eould
list as possibilities and then weeding
most of them out was a fun exercise. It
gave me a kick.

It wasn't always called person of the
year In a less gender-sensitised era, it
was called man of the year and, in some
cases, woman of the year It became the
person of the year in the noughties, What
started in 1927 with the coveted space
given to aviator Charles Lindbergh, was
given to Donald Trump for 2084, Time fea-
tures & person, group, idea or object that,
“for batter or worse™, has done the most
to influence the events of the year,

I go back to the ways of my school
days. [ sit down and list my own person
of the year for 2024, And it is not Donald
Trump, It is not human at all. For me, it
is the algorithm, Call it a he, she, them or
it, the algorithm is the one biggest influ-
encerof 2024. The algorithm has shaped
the lives of billions, and continues to in-
fluence the future of everything.

Let me introduce you to this being. It
is a lifeless form with a life all its own.
The algorithm to me is a recipe. It is not
adish. It is a clever recipe that results in
a good and tasty dish. It has many ingre-
dients. It has many steps a3 well, It hasa
flow. It has both consistency and incon-
sistency loaded into it. It is what makes
the world run today. All of life and living
is governed by the algorithm.

A cleverly structured algorithm makes
for all convenient outputs we are so usad
to in life. The clever point is that we live
in an algorithm-led world, with very fow
of us understanding what it does. The
algorithm is here, and at the same time,
it isn't. It is in hiding. The algorithm in
more ways than one is Maya. It is not
physical. Instead, it is & bigger meta
physicality that runs our lives, our econ-
omy, our buying decisions, our consum-
ing decisions and our very being. It's
scary, but it is amidst us. None of us can
escape it, however much we try

Let me tell you why I choose Ms Al
gorithm as the super-influencer of the
year and equally the years ahead. Eve-
ry passing day, each of us has progres-
sively adopted the digital way of life.
Anyone with a smartphone under-
stands he is hooked to WhatsApp. If

few momths ago, Elon Musk said
‘woke' was i virus and he would
not rest till he destroyed it Apart
from other motivations, he said
he ‘lost’ his young son to the left
a8 the progreasive establishment
wholehenrtedly assisted the boy's
irrevocahle transition to become a girl,

What must a father or mother do when
they lose the right to protect their chil-
dren from what they consider legitimate
personal choices when the wards are le-
gally minors? The prohlem is not person-
al. It is cultural, social and political.
When does a child's individual prefer-
ence gat precedence over a well-meaning
and gnd-fearing family's rights?

Except there is no god; the family, too, is
a disintegrating unit in the West_ In The
o Delusion (2006), Richard Dawkins eri-
tiques the idea of a supernatural deity and
argues against the 'god hypothesis’. He
oconfrasis a ereator-designed world with a
naturalistic worldview, where the uni-
verse is governed solely by physical laws.

Dawkins is not the first to challenge
the idea of a creator. Since the 1850s,
when Charles Darwin published On the
Origin of Species, the idea of god has
been on a shaky ground. But at no point
in history has he/she been more chal-
lenged. Seculariam, a kind of deification
of the human, has taken centre stage.

Humanity's move firom divine right to
human rights and the individual's central
role in the universe seems to be a second
stage of the Renaissance. But if neither
god, king, priest, mother or father are ae-
ceptable as figures of authority, how does
that crowded sbsence impact society? Re-
member, these are the days when the very
idea of the hero is dead. Can secularism
il the woid? Mot too well, it turns out,

Toa great extent, this explains the re-
sults of the recent US elections, inwhich
a strong patriarchal, anarchist-libertari-
an like Donald Trump won against a
seemingly stable, warm and rational per-
son like Kamala Harris,

Even maore than the dire economics of
the American situation, MAGA has bean
a eultural corvection, Commentators de-
soribed it a4 a “fork in the history of civi-
lisation’ because they thought the fringe
and the looney left” had taken over the
American mainstream culture,

In 21 Lessons for the 20at Century, Yuval
Noah Harari discusses the role of nation-
alism and religion in contemporary soci-
ety He sugpests that in times of uncertain-

The biggest danger of Al is that we

attribute these godlike characteristics to

Chilstapher

- itand therefore let ourselves off the hook | Naten

[ ] |

Algorithms affect most parts of our lives today. With guantum
computing set to be unleashed, the future looks loaded in
favour of the abilities of instructions coded in machines

INFLUENCER
OF THE YEAR:
ALGORITHM

you are compromised to the ways of
the digital and equally the ways of how
an algorithm works its way into your
lives, you will not resist the thought
that the horse has bolted.

The algorithm is a computation aid. It
helps you solve 8 cOMMOn Consumar or
user problem by setting together a proce-
dure that takes one haby step at a time. It
simplifies to complicate. The end goal is
to ensure the consumer's life is made
richer and easien

The algorithm is, however, an animal.
In the beginning, it is a simple recipa,
And then it assumes a life of its own, It
becomes a thinking recipe. It learns. It
feeds itself, and by the end of the day you
might as well expect it to be a sentient
animal. In the beginning you make it

CPSURENDRAN

ty, people often gravitate towards these
constructs to find meaning and stability
From our own experience, we know that
nationalism can foster a sense of comimu-
nity and shared purpose, Caste and class
divisions did not much affect the unifying,
grand narrative of the freedom struggle.
This is not toblindly defend god or race,
Tam a disheliever: But in many cases, both
frctors play & part in the penerally accept-
e notion of nationalism. Can there be an
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Simce the 18505, when Charles Darwin
\published On the Origin of Specles, the
idea of god has been on a shaky ground.
Yet, in times of uncertainty, peogle
often gravitate towards nationalism
and religian to find meaning and
stability. Soit canbe areliable tool to
unify the multiverse of India

England without the Anglican church and
Angdo-Saxons? Or India without lomd Ram
and Hindus? Without these fictions, it be-
comes hard to define a nation,

30, when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is trying to 'unify” the multiverse of
India through appeals to traditional forces
such as religion, he is merely tapping into
arich, reliable vein. One of the great chal-
lenges of power is to hold things together,

On the other hand, Rahul Gandhi
would like to play the underprivileged
card as he believes a resurgence in that
quarter amounts to national progress,

But that, too, is politics: Rahul is, after
all, the opposition. Because it is not very
difficult to solve the caste impasse. For ex-
ample, if you arrive at an acceptable mini-

THE NEW INDIAN EY DODESS

SOURNY WY

happen. You teach it. It learns, It then
teaches you back, It tells you who you
are, what you like, what you want to do.
Inthe case of the rogue algorithm it tells
you what you can and must do as well.

The algorithm has many approaches,
many lives, many ways and will eventu-
ally have many moods as well. And in the
end, with its cousin learning and teach-
ing mechanisms of machine learning
and autonomous learning mechanisms
that developers are working on to un-
leash in 8 more speedy manner, expect
algorithm mayhem.

If T am to add &n example, let me take
the case of my smart refrigerator; It is 7
feat tall and 4 feet wide. Physicals apart,
it is a mean machine. It is a multi-sensor
equipped animal. [ will stop calling ita

RELIGION IN THE TIME
OF UNCERTAINTIES

P!, mowieis], aned Scieenglay wiles, Hii lales)
noved 1 e darve and the Many Lives of Ol B

mum income for the underprivileged, then
really all youneed to do is directly transfer
sufficient affirmative doles to their ac-
counts. In the space of a generstion, they
are likely to find themselves more propor-
tionately represented in society
Rapid technological and economic
changes tnocan lead societies to gravitate
toward ‘strong’ leadership, The extension
of identity politics, cancel culture, and
virtue supremacism may eventually frag-
ment spcieties into tribes of competing
grievances, making their return to broad-
er, unifying narratives more appealing.
Indeed, this is possibly why the world
is shifting to strong leaders. Strength is
seductive. The strong offer the one thing
we are constantly in short supply of:
hope. In the war between believers (the
right)and non-balievers (the 1eft), belieyv-
ers tend to win, Why? Because believers
tend to fight more for their convictions.
In Submission (2015), a controversial
novel by Michel Houelleberg, Franpois, &
middle-aged literature professor at the
Sorbonne Frangois is represented as a
decadent and liberal, He is disillusioned
with his lifie; marked by failed relation-
ships, eeademic stagnation, and a sense of
existential ennui, He likes good wine, good
food, and women. He believes in nothing
He is a eritic of Western secular values,
Apginst this hackdrap, in the presiden-
tial elections, the Islamic Brotherhood, led
by Abbes, emerges as a strong, peaceful,
centrist foree capahle of uniting disparate
factions. To block the far-right National
Front, the mainstream political parties
form an alliance with the Brotherhood,
enabling Abbes to become the president,
In the world of the novel, the liberals
play into the hands of & strong thind par-
ty that believes. Frangois does not much
care as his career is looking up under the
new dispensation. Houellebecy's point is
that in & given situation, believers tend
to win, This is a problematic point. But
we will need to address it sooner or later
to see why India—and the rest of the
waorld— is going where it is.
{Vietos are personal)
(cpsurendran g il com)

machine now, It's an animal with an al-
gorithm that is more alive, kicking and
learning oriented than any hefore. OF the
26 sensors strategically placed in it, there
is one on the egg tray. | have space for 24
neatly placed eggs, Every time the eggs
are taken out, the algorithm is quick to
caleulate and work out a replenishment
schedule. Over a period of time, my re-
frigerator is learning my family’s love
fiowr eggs and is planning how much to re-
place and when.

My fridge, in the bargain, is never
empty And never over-full either. My re-
frigerator has learned my wife’s baking
lowwe and the periodicity of her passion.
It keeps pace with egg replenishments,
just a8 it plans for everything else my re-
frigerator is proud to stock. Give it time,
and the refrigerator will tell me what [
want and when. Life is easier than be-
fowe, Lifie is boring as well. Less routine,
Less replenishment planning oriented.
In time my pal the refrigerator will tell
e why we should not be consuming so
many eggs s week for a family of 4.Tt, he,
she or they (T have started respecting the
algorithm that put my refrigerator mind
together) might even want io guide me to
the latest research on the subject of how
TANY BEEE Are )

The algorithm is more alive than be-
fore, It is influencing everything. It is
making a lot of things easier than ever
Ibefore, In many ways, it is giving birth to
newer nuanced algorithms, Many of
thase have the ability to tell me what to
doand what not to do. In the beginning [
thought man made the algorithm, Today,
the algorithm is making me.

My list of detailed and involved algo-
rithm interventions in our lives today
tells me there are a total of 186 spaces
already touched. As the months go by,
expect more and more of every space
being touched. With the ability of
quantum computing yet to be un-
leashed, the future looks loaded in fa-
vour of the algorithm and its super-
ahilities to be the biggest intrusive and
influencing factor in our lives.

Many of us will not realise it, but
there is a little bit of the algorithm in
our lives already. The reactive algo-
rithm is a reality today. The proactive
algorithm is waiting in the wings, just
as it is waiting to give all of us wings,
even as we silently complain as to how
awhaole lot of decision-making isnot in
our hands anymore,

O that note, cheers to the person of
the year, the algorithm.

fietus are persanal)
st foorie fotmeiLemmn)
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Simplify GST
Ref: G5T's popeorn moment leaves everyons
with bitrey aftertaste [Dec 11). The increasing
complexities in B5T structure are disturbing.
But the government alane cannat be hlamed
fon thiz state of affairs. All the state finance
ministers are represented in the 65T Cowncil
and they should recommend a simplified
model for implementation.

Rajaran Kumar, Bengalury

‘Taxing opulence

It is true that BT Is becoming ever more
complex with every passing 65T Council
meeting. Dme fails to understand why the
touncil does not consider snacks items served
in star hotels and bavish dinners of rich people
to generate tax instead of targeting the oo
man's papcarn enjoyed by all. If this complex
nature of GST continues, | am afiaid state
povernments may bayrott futwe council
meetings as a protest.
Inyaprakash

Cover borawalls
Ref: Get tougher laws fo stop borewell deaths
(D 23), Deaths due to children falling mto
borewells ix guite sad. Borewell owness can
easily protect the area with a femce o cover
the tog. But the Lethasgic attitude and lexs
Ewarensss among owners is the rsason fior this
type of unwanted incidents,

m, Kottaram

Secura borders

Ref: Bangladesh stivimg trouble to hide
crizis [Dec 23], 1t is a matter of cancern that
Bangladesh is going the Pakistan way in
radicalism and fundamentalism, The nexus
between the two countries ks aworrisome
develapment to India. It has becoms
necessary for India to secure its borders with
security fooces so that infiltnation and tesror
attacks are avered.

RSridharan, Chennal

Common celabrations

Ref: When fectivals hop over relighous fines
(Dee 23). It was & hzartening read as the
author identified the walues that Christianity
and Hinduism commanly celebrate. At 2 time
whan people ase being divided so much, sech
an articke |5 mare than welcome.

V' Suresh, Chittoor

Festive cheer

The awthor has rightly painted out the
commanalities of different religions, It is

truz that most Hindws share the hapgpiness of
telebrating Christmas, Christians also have
Indianised their approach to warship, The
festive mood ratches many Hindus as true love

has no religion,
me
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BMC'’s solutions should not spawn more problems

he Brihanmumbai Municipal
T(‘.arpurnllan(llMC: has covered

stormwater drain covers with
tar, according to report in this paper,
Motorlsts travelling on Datta)i Salvi
Road, from the Andheri RTO signal
1o the Veera Desal Road signal, are
expressing dissatisfaction over the
bumpy ride, as the tarred sections
are above the road level.

Atleast 37 stormwater drains have
been covered with tar poured in rec-
tangular shapes over them. These
tar-covered surfaces are not level

with the cement concrete road,

Thousands of vehicles use this im-
portant arterial road to travel from
Veera Desal to the New Link Road
signal near the RTO and back toward
Veera Desal, Uneven bumps are dan-
gerous for all vehicles,

A local has claimed two-wheel-
er riders have repeatedly skidded
and fallen, because of a drain cov-
er and a motorist, too, said the
same. The civic body stated this is a
temporary solution,

Our golutions must always ad-

dress the problem. They must be
visionary and well-thought-out. To
resolve one issue, we cannot be cre-
ating some other kinds of prablems.
Here, to address the nolse pollution
complaints pouring in, as vehicles
went over metal covers, tar was
poured over the lids, This has creat-
ed uneven surfaces which are hugely
problematic for many, especially the
many two-wheelers on the stretch,
One hopes that a long-lasting
solution s found and implemented
before any disaster takes place,

THOUGHT

There |s eternal simplicity to a solution
once it has been discovered — Aleksandr

fOR THE DAY solzhenitsyn, Russian author

The authorities must realise that
this bumpy ride may mean that
two-wheeler or pillion riders may
fall off and a tragedy could occur, If
the measure Is temporary, then, the
tar shouled be removed quickly and a
permanent solution Implemented,

Lt us always take a holistlc view
of the traffic sitwation and make
our roads as casy as possible for
vehicles to ply. With all the other
challenges, we cannot afford any
solution, which makes driving or
riding tougher,

Nightmare on the Virar Fast

Six persons per square metre is the norm. Mumbai’s locals carry 16
at rush hour. I learnt what this means when I boarded the Virar Fast

TTIA

CY Gopinath

o be fair, I was warned.
T A fellow at the station had
sald, "Better not take the Virar
Fast” But he mumbled it, like a mild
afterthought, so I took it as a sugges-
tion rather than a dire warning.

It was evening rush hour at
Churchgate station, a key terminus
on the world's most daunting sub-
urban train network, carrying the
equivalent of Switzerland's popu-
lation daily. 1 was trying to decide
the best train to get to Andheri, but
the three-language announcements
were turned to gibberish by the ral-
Iy-level reverb added to them. No
one was listening anyway; they were
facused on the baffling code on each
platform's LED slgnage.

The bright white sign above my
head read —

BOO6G:47503

The first one or two characters
(someone kind explained) represent-
ed the destination, in this case BO for
Borivii. The next four characters, all
numeric, showed the scheduled ar-
rival time. The next character, always
F or §, signified a Fast or Slow train,
The last two positions, also numer-
ie, told you the minutes left for the
train’s arrival.

Should | board a slow train and
endure a 45-minute ride to Andheri
or get there in 25 minutes on the
next fast train? While | pondered
this, the Borivli Slow filled up and
left, The platform sign changed to
VRO6:53F01, My eyes fastened only
on the letter .

Here it was, my Fast train home,
But as |t pulled In, the station turned
into a war zone,

Atits worst moments, Churchgate is
like a landmine: harmless until it ex-
plodes. Everything looks deceptive-
ly mundane, but everyone is a coiled
spring, taut and alert. They know
that any moment, without warning,
a cataclysm will shatter the peace

Mumbai's suburban trains squeeze 14 bo 16 commuters per square metre at peak

hhour, a number so wild that they had Lo coin
Load, ILLUSTRATION BY C ¥ GOPINATH USING Al

when the next train enters. Thelr
lives will depend on moving ke
lightning andwith the brutal force of
a sledgehammer.

The sound starts even before the
traln stops, the thundering hooves
of hordes of humans barrelling into
the train, like panicked wildebeests
crossing the Mara River while croc-
adiles try to eat them. They hurtle
into compartments like missiles,
locking left and right with wild eyes
for empty seats,

| got swept In on this tsunaml of
bodies, a plece of Western Rallway
flotsam. There was no question of
finding a seat; everything had been
taken in the first five seconds flat. |
stood wedged at the back of the coach
between eight human beings of vary-
ing sizes, weights and aromatics.

| wish someone had told me this
was the Virar Fast. And that 1 was
about to meet the Super Dense
Crush Load,

In transport economics, a
crush load describes how
many commuters can stand in
a square metre without undue
discomfort

The views eapressad in this column ane the indeidual’s and don't reprosant those of the paper

a special berm for it: Super Dense Crush

Acrush is the result of a vehicle car-
rying more commuters than It was
designed for, forcing commuters
to stand too close to—or “crushed”
against—each other. In transport
economics, a crush load describes
how many commuters can stand in
a square metre without undue dis-
comfort,

On a sliding scale of comfort, a
crush load of 515 considered optimal,
with enough standing room and per-
sonal space for commuters. At acrush
load of 7-8, commuters would still
be able vo play video games on their
smartphones but at 11, they'd have to
hold the device above head level, At
crush load 12, all notion of personal
space disappears; it becomes bodies
without borders,

Mumbai's suburban trains squeeze
14 to 16 commuters per square metre
at peak hour, a number so wild that
they had to coin a special term for it:
Super Dense Crush Load, At this lev-
el, the crowd begins to display fluid
characteristics, moving like a single
viscous body of flesh. As far as en-
tering and exiting the train goes, it's
each ane for themselves,

The train stopped at Mumbai Cen-
tral, Dadar and Bandra and it dawned
on me that no one was getting off.

Everyone on this train was golng
to Virar.

Andherl was up next and 1 could
see no way of reaching the exit. |
began tapping shoulders to ask if
anyone could somehow, against all
odds, let me past. More shoulders
were tapped as the word went around
the coach; everyone looked kind but
helpless. Wewere all frozen in rictus,

Then someone remarked, "Senlor
cltizen! Getting off at Andheri!"

That went viral. Some began to
say, "Make way for Senlor Cltizen!”
Some craned thelr necks to see
Senior Citlzen,

Senlor Citizen, meanwhile, stood
where he had been compressed,
packed and cling-wrapped, devold
of ambition, initiative and hope,
completely resigned to being disen-
gorged at Virar,

Then hing entirely ct-
ed began. Blologists call it peristal-
sis, referring to the rhythmic cycles
bywhich intestines squeeze out thelr
contents each morning.

A large fleshy man somehow slid
past me, pushlng me into the space
he had occupied. Another human
mass slipped behind me, thrusting
me a tad closer to the exit. Senlor
Cltlzen stayed llmp and unresisting,
squeezed forward thus like tooth-
paste from a tube, till somehow,
amazingly. he found himself at the
exit, night air blowing at his face.

The train reached Andherl. The
coach cheered. Everyone exhorted
Senior Citizen to be without fear
and jump.

While I'weighed the pros and cons,
someone gave me one last push and,
exactly like yesterday's breakfase, |
was deposited on the platform, hot
and steaming.

But alive,

Youcan reach C Y Gopinath
at cygopi@gmail.com

Send your feedback to
mailbag@mid-day.com

LETTERS

BEST is responsible
for Kurla bus tragedy

This refers to "Wasn't given
adequate training by authorities'.
The callous attitude of the BEST
authorities who employed an
undertrained driver has cost lives.
A thorough investigation should be
conducted into the matter,

IBRAHIM A LATIF KHAN

48-hr rest must for pilots
to reduce human error

This refers to ‘48-hr rest time for
pilots will take time: Al, IndiGo'
(Dec 22). A 48-hour rest period
may cause a pilot shortage, but
it improves passenger safety by
reducing pilot fatigue, enhancing
alertness, and minimising human
error on long routes.

IQBAL GILANI MANSURI

Talented Ashwin should

have played for longer
Apropos ‘Ash's zero regrets’ (Dec
20), Ashwin, the hero of the last
serles against Australia played
just one Test in this series. He
deserved better and should have
been the first player selected for
the genius he possesses.
JAYANTHI CK MANIAN

Don't cricketers deserve
respectful send-offs?

Apropos ‘Ashwin looked unhappy,
deserved a fitting farewell; Kapil’
(Dec 20), Ravichandran Ashwin,
who has had an illustrious career,
announced his unexpected
retirement, ending his journey
abruptly and sparking discussions
on deserving farewells for legends.
C K SUBRAMANIAM
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MANY an important ssue missed
the much-needed attention of Par-
liamentarians due to the chaos that
reigned in the just concluded win-
ter session. (ine among the pressing
concerns of the nathon that went un-
motkced quite sadly was a parliamen -
tary committee report submitted on
Diecember 17 on the minl-mum sup-
port price (MSP) for farm produce,
The committee alio made & dew of
measures Lo improve the farmers
wielfare,

Such a report, coming as it did
amidst the raging protests of farmers
on the issue, should have been de-lib-
erated by all the parties, which could
have paved a way for providing the
much-needed succour to the much
wronged Indian farming community,
The Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Agriculiure, Ani-mal Hus-

bandry and Food Processing, chaired
by dormer Panjab Chiel Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, strongly
pitched for raising budgetary alloca-
tions, paying suitable compenstion
for stubble disposal and rolling out
a debt waiver among a slew of meas.
uses,

The report comes against ihe
backdrop of progests by farmers’ or-
ganisations since February &8 Punjab
and Haryana boeder, spearheaded by
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (monepo-
livical) and Kisan Mazdoor Mor-cha
(EMM), for  legal guarantee of MSP
on all crops. Vexed by vagaries of na-
tare, insufficient credit, market vola-
tiliwies and fleccing by various layers
of middle men and officialdom, a
large number of farm-ers have been
demanding a legal guarantee for MSP
1o gheir produce. The comminee

which went over the plight of farmers
rightly recommended that a legally
binding MSF would assure finan-
cial stability for frmers, reduce the
severity of farm distress driving sui-
chlibes by fammiers across the country, It
also sug-gested certain measires that
help mitigate market volatility and
alleviaie the suffe rings of debt-ridden
farmwers,

One shall also take into account
mental ill-heakth of famen’ whose
bodies are withering away in hot sun
or cold winter. The Narendra Modi
government should take pote that
the share of agriculare in Indids
GDP declined 1w 15% in FY2002-23,
What dogs it mwan® During the fi-
nancial year, 39 per cent of the ra-ral
GDP was from the agricubture sector
across India, According to the Na.
tional Sample Survey Offices (NSSO)

Farmers plead for justice as govts betray them

Periodic Labour Force Survey (2018~
19), the agricultural sector’s contri-
bution to employment declined from
&1 per cent in 1983 to 58 per cent in
2018, The rot had st in a long ago.
But saceessive budgets pald no at-
tentbon to the isue, For instance, the
percentage share of agriculture in the
odal Cen-tral outly dedined from
1.53% in 202020 1o 2.54% in 2024-
x5,

Unless agriculiure prospers, the
distress will persist and worsen, with
serious implications for the overall
rural prosperity. It has been said by
a number of expents and committees
that a considerable portion of farm-
ers income is bost 1o usurious mon-
ey benders, transport, middlemen,
wholesabers and retailers.  “lmiple-
meenting a Begally binding MSP in In-
dia is essential not only for safeguard-

ing farmers’ livelihoods, but also for
prometing nral economic growth
and eohancing national food secu-
ity the committee re-port drives
home the message. Legally guaran-
tecing MSF would also help ensure
long-term food securi-ty for the na-
tion by stabilising the production
of foeodgraing, Cannot we ensure &
consistent income for farmers? Tears
welling up in their eyes, they are
throwing away their hard-cultivated
produce right in their fields due to
market flactuations, Other measures
such as strengthening cooperative
Eurming on the lines of Anul model
are also begging atiention for years,
As the MPs had no time or con-
cern about their plight, farmer leader
Jugjin Singh Dallewal, who has been
o a fast-unto-death for 26 days, amd
several unions have knodked on the
doors of Supreme Court 1o direct the
Centre to impl, the pardi

® LETTERS

2024 is a year of bullet & ballot

5 the year 2024 nears its end, it can be described as
a year marked by elections in most countries world-
wide, Nations such as India, Pakistan, the United States,
Germany, Britain, France, and others concucted elections.
Politically speaking. people across the globe prioritised
national imerest, economic stability, and protectionism as
the key issues while casting their votes. In addition, 2024
has alsa earned a reputation as a year marred by the m
ness of war, This inchadés the Russia-Ukraine conflict, the
Tsra-el-Palestine war, Syrias civil war, political upheaval in
Bangladesh, and the imposition of martial law in South
Korea, Thu: an be said that 2024 has been a year de-
fined by both the "ballet” and the “ballot”
D Jitesh Mori, Kutch, Gujarat

Law should take its own course
fal that "Celebs and paliticos fail 1o act fair-

tary standing commitiees recom-

mendations, Will they get justice?

Israel orders ‘impossible’ evacuation

Ouvia Rosaxe

THE lsrael Defense Fores
have ordered ane of the list
parily operating  hospitals
in northern Gaza to shutter
and evacuate, even as hos-
pital staff say there are not
encugh ambaulances to do so
safely and persistent firing
an the facility makes people
afraid 1o keave,

lsrael  launched  bomb,
artillery, and sniper attacks
on the Kamal Adwan Hos-

pital in Beit Lahia beginning
Saturday, as the Wata news
apency reparied. The attacks
killed theee people in the
area and wounded several,
according to Walu, On Sun-
lay, an lsraeli drone strike
on the hospital’s fuel tanks

and power generator shut off

its electricity, the Anadolu
Agencyreponied,

“We curnemly have nearly
400 civilians inside the hos-
pital, including babies in the
nmn:ml unit, whose lives

end on oxygen and in-
tors, hospital director
[’!r Husam Abu Safiya said
in a statement on Sunday,
“We cannot evacuate these
[patients safely without assis-
Nance, equipment, and time”
“Every bomb that slams into
Kamal  Adwan  Hospital,
every nurse forced to waich
a child slip avway, every life
lost from denbed treatment
indicts us all” Abu Safiya de-
seribed the onset of what he
called an “unprece-dented”
attack in a message Saturday
evening local time:

The lsracli military has
targeted the Kamal Adwan
Hospital with different types
of weapons without prior
warning. “We are  being
directly attacked, the ICU
unit, along with the mater-
nity and nursing depart-
ments, are coming under
fire. The bombing is being
condiscted with tank fire and

VERY sockety must un-
rstand how the excre-
ta it produces is managed,
It teaches us many things
about water, about waste,
about technologies, Tt also
fteaches us aboul econom-
ies and politics: of who in
our socicties is subsidised 1o
defecate.

Every society must con-
nect the dots between the
excreta it produces, the
pollution it causes and the
opportunity 1o reuse and
recycle the waste so that it
becomes a resource, This is
what the Centre for Science
and  Environments (CSE)
report, "Waste to Worth! is
all about—it puts together
the best prac-tices to turn
wastewater into water and
not pollution. Today, the
dlis charge of effluent is add-
ing to the water crisis by
degrading  avallable water
through pollution. It s also
adding o our health crises
as socie-ties continue 1o
drink this “sewage™laced
water. All this then paints to
the solution shead—the way
o take that “wasted” water
and make it “usable” so that
it can be returned to the hy-
drological cycle,

Ower the years, my <ol

Even asiits forces are attacking one of North Gaza's last hospitals

quadcopters, directly target-
ing us while we are present
inside the hospital depart-
ments, We dont know why
we are being targeted at this
hour, What we are secing
now is o deliberate atack
on the heahh faciling”™ Al
Jazeera’s Hani Mahmous re-
ported from Dicir el-Balah”
The Israeli military has or-
dered evacuations from the
hos-pital, but they have also
created an intimidating en-
vironment that makes peo-
ple feel s unsafe to leave.
Mahmoud said he bast con-
tact with the hospital Satur-
day night.

Responding 1o reports
from the hospital on Sat-
urday, Workl Health Or-
ganization (WHO) diresctor
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus called for a cease-fire
aroumd the hospiral and for
the protection of patients
and staff, “Tonlght's reports
of bombardment near Ka-
mal Adwan Hospital and
order 10 evacuate the hos-
pital are deeply worrisome
Ghebreyseus wrote on social
media, “The hospital has
been in the midst of ighting
for 1o lomg, and the lives of
patienis are at risk”

Also on Saturday, the Pal-
estine Mental Health Net-
works and Doctors Against
Genocide issued a state-
ment in support of Abu
Safiya and Kamal Adwan,
demanding that the inter-
national community act to
open a humanitarian corri-
dor in Gaza, protect health-
care facilities and stafl, and
end the bockade on the be-
steged enclave,

Arguing that the “re-
lendless assaults on Kamal
Adwan Hospital—a sanciu-
ary meant to save lives in
northern Gaza—are pan of

BE EXCRETAW.

leagues have studied the
excreta sums of different
cities. The city “shit-flow”
dia-gram  shows that the
situation is grim as all ciiles
cliher do not treat or safely
dispose of the bulk of the
human excreta. This is be-
cause we often confuse toi-
lets with samitation. But the
fact is that wilets are mere
receplacles to receive waste;
when we flush or pour water,

HOSPITALS TARGETED AGAIN

If Kamal Adwan Hospital is

decommissioned,
preserving condition:
75,000+ civilians

, there will be no way of

s of life to the remaining
in north Gaza. We call

on the world to witness these crimes of

extermination and
director Dr Husam

act now, says hospital
Abu Safiya. The Israeli

military has ordered evacuations from the

hospital, but they

have also created an

intimidating environment that makes people
feel it's unsafe to leave

a deliberate geno<idal cam.
paign” they wrote: “Human-
ity cannot pretend not to
see, Meutrality in the face of
genocide is complicity, Eve-
ry bomb that slams into Ka-
mal Adwan Hospital, every
nurse forced 1o watch a child
slip away, every life bost from
denied treatment indicts us
all. The world is watching
Will it once again stand idly
by as another hospital crum-
bles, another childs breath
is silenced, another fragile
hope s extinguished? Or
will it finally rise 1 restore
the sanctity of life and the
undversal right 1o healih?”
In a video message shared
by Drop Site Mews erly
Sunday moming Gaza time,

Abai Safiya said that he had
been ordered to evacuate
patients o the Indonesian
Haspital, but that this would
be “impossible” since the
hospital needs ambulances
o transport the wounded
and would need 1o move
supplies as well. He said a
successiul evacuation would
take days.

In a second message on
Sunday, he lnked the 1DFs
attacks on Kamal Adwan to
similar anacks on hospi-tals
throughout Gaza, In Octo-
Ier, a report from the Unit-
el Natiors  Independent
International Commis-sion
of Inquiry on the Occupled
Palestinian  Territory con-
duded that “Tsrael has per-

‘WASTETO WORTH’

petrated a concerted policy
to destroy Gaza's healthcare
system,” carrying out mearly
500 attacks on healtheare fa-
clllities be-tween October 7,
2023 and July 30, 2024,

Abu Safiya said that the
1DF did not provide hospi-
tals with the support they
needed  when it ordered
evacuathons, such as equip-
ment and safe passage: “We
call on the world 1o witness
this pattern once again, We
have repeatedly requested
asslstance and have openly
invited the occupation tosee
for themselves the intermal
workings of our hospitals
50 that we may continue 1o
serve our population with-
out fear of atadk and death.
These calls were rejected.
We abio call on the world
o witness, that if Kamal
Adwan Hospital is decom-
missioned, there will be no
way of preserving condi-
tions ol‘lirrlo the remaining
75,000+ civilians in north
Gaza, We call on the world
1o witness these crimes uk
extermination and act now”

Safiya abio said the 1IDF
was targeting the hospials
fsel nanks, which would ex-
plode if hit, causing “mass
casalties” Gazas Govern-
ment Media Office urged
the WHO 1o visit the hospi-
tal on Sunday, saying the at-
tack was part of a concerted
atempt o destroy Gazals
heabhcare system, “These
attacks are ongoing and have
not stopped for nearly &0
days since the ground ag-
gression on the nosthern
Gaza  Strip  Gover-norate
began, which has claimed
the lives of thousands of
mariyrs, left many missing,
wounded, or de-tained.’ the
staternent sald. Tn respoise
1o the reports from the hos-

waste collection  systems.
Instead of thinking of build-
ing an underground sewer-
that is mever

bulki or never completed—
it would be best to think of
these systems as the future
of urban sani-tation., After
aII we have gone to mobile

h vlhmll the land-

| septic tanks

could be the way 1o achieve

The country needs to turn wastewater into water and not pollution

‘The fact Is, this reated water and
sludge s fich in putrients, Today,
the gobal nitrogen age network
de-streyed Because we take nulent-
rich human excrata and dispese of

i watar. m wean netum the beman suereta bo land, uss it

e ycle. The can
be gven Windusby ¢ the treated
sludge forsoi Bt line. Individ
for Aot in full sanitation solutbons,

the waste flows into a pij
drain, which could be f::ﬁd
connected, or not, to a sew-
age treatment plany (STP),
This STP could be working,
ornot. Inthis case, the faecal
sludge—human  excreta—
could be conveyed, but not
safiely disposed of as it would
be discharged into the near-
est river, lake or a drain. All
this will pollute. In most cit-
ies, this con-nection fram
thie fluish ta the STP daes not
exist,

According  to Census
2001, the flush water of
some 3 per cent of urban
India isconnected 1o a piped
sewer, But our survey found

that in most cases, these
underground drains  have
either bost their connec-
tions—they need repair—
or are not connected o the
sewage plants.

“There is another route for
excreta to fow. The house-
hold flush or pour latrine
could be conpected 0 a
septic tank, which, if con-
structed well, will retain
the sludge and discharge
the liquid through a soak
pit. The faecal sludge would
still meed to be emptied and
conveyed for treatment. But
in most cases, our sur-vey
found that the septic tank

is not buill to any speci-
fications—it is & “box” to
comtain excreta—and  that
it is either connected 0 a
drain or emptied out. This
is where the drama of faecal
dudge begins,. Whe collects
it How Is It transported?
And  most  importantly,
where does it go? Nobody
knows,

That is why the focus is
now ghifting towards inter-
cepting  the  sewage—not
through  capital-intensive
underground  pipes bt
through tankers 10 rans-
port this for treatment, Sep-
tic tanks are decentralised

Tor this, the government
has made changes in palicy
and now  practice—it has
recognised that these sys-
tems exist and that they

pital, the IDF told The Wash-
ington Post that it had not
targeted Kamal Adwan on
Saturday 10 its knowledge.
It also said scparately that it
was operating in Beit Lahia,
Israel has intensified millitary
operations in northern Gaza
over the past three months,
rding 10 Reu-ters. The
further told Reuters on
Friday that it had heped
o evacuate more than 100
patients from Kamal Ad-
wan and provided fuel and
food to the hospital, It did
nat responsd 1o a request for
compment about Saturdays
attacks.

Also on Sunday, the Gaza
Health  Minlsry reported
that Israeli attacks had killed
12 people and wounded 54
i the last 24 hours, At least
cight people, including chil-
dren, were hll«l ina $lnkf
on a sch

Y by” is an apt editorial. Actor Allu Arjuns arnest was nao
less dramatic than a blockbuster and has all the twists and
turns of a high octane thriller. Many people died in po-
litical rallies but till now no political leader leader was ar-
rested or fixed. In Allu Arjun’s case, all government, cwm
managers and actor el are responsible for the stamy
The death of a woman ks unfortunate. Let the law tal ::l
own course. Only we can ensure that such incidents never

appen again. The government should not allow massive
crowds for premiber of any new fillm.

Zakir Hussain, Kazipet
e

HILE Arjun expressed emotional attachment to Sand-
Ivya Theater, his arrival in an open-top SUV amidst
fans caused chaos. An apology fron the actor could have
resolved the bssue swifily, avolding unneces-sary debate in
the assenbly and ensuring smoother crowd managemen, 1
wonder in place of Al Ar-jun, if a bunch of Al fans created
such a scene , would they have not been taken into custody?
Even then will BIP and other parties have attacked the gov-
ernment? OFf course, the state government coukd have acted

without much notse 1o prove that they don't diseriminte.
N Nagarajon, Hyderabad

L)

REATING anything ot of nothing is the soke tech-

nique of political masters, The editorial "Pushpa-2'
ron: Celebs & politicos fail to act fairly’ (December 23) is
exactly true o its real sense. Death of Revathi and serious
injuries caused to her son Srite) in the stampede are re-
ally unfe More I d ulting in heavy
casualtics on account of failure of law and order were never
viewed so seriously unlike in the case of Pushpa tragedy in
which its hero Allu Arjun ks made a scapegoat for no Fault.
Police are very enthusiastic o establish the case with more

in Gaza City.

“We camie out to see the
scale of destruction, with
dead  bodies, blood, and
body parts all over the place.
Isracli warplanes fired three
missiles on this schoal, The
explosion  was huge and
frightening 1o us and 1o our
children” witness Um Arel
Ahel, who has been dis-
placed by the war, told Al
Jazeera, “We appeal to the
whaole world to bring this war
tovan end” The official Gaza
Health Ministry death toll
from lsraels war on Gaza,
which began October 7,
2023 in response to a deadly
Hamas attack on Southern
Israel, stands at over 45,000,
though many remain un-
accounted for beneath the
rubble. This maonth, bath
Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch issued
reports labelling Israels as-
sault a genoclde.

(wivwcammandreans.ong

portunity lies, The fact s,
this treated water and shudge
s rich in nutrients. To-day,
the global nitrogen cycle Is
being destroyed because we
take  putrientorich  haman
excreta and dis-pose of it in
water, Istead, we can retarn
the human excreta 1o land,
use it as fertiliser and reverse
the samitation cycle, The
treated water can be given to
industry or citles for reuse.
Farmiers can wse the treat-od
sludge For soil enrichment.
Bt this also means that we
need new standards to be set
for reuse of treated wastewa-
ter, 50 that basic nutrients
needed for land are not lost
in the treatment. This ap-
proach makes the usens of
this treated water the agents
t ensure compliance with
standards, Just imagine if you
were to be of this

need 10 be T d in
sanitation plans, It is provid-
ing regulation for the collec-
tlon and transportation of
faecal so that waste s
taken for treatment, and mot
dumped  somewhere.  And
mog critically, ety govern-
mients are working on a treal-
ment system for faecal shudge,
which in twrn will reduce the
pollution in rivers and lakes.
But mow the challenge s to
rense s breated water

This & where the real op-

treated water for your horti-
culture needs—you will be
vigilant of its quality and the
Eact that it does not contami-
nabe your land. 50, we can be
waler-secure, because we are
waker-wise

Tor Earth, an envirammentals
ist who pushes for changes in
policies, practices and mind-
setn Courtery: Fipsdwww,
downtoearthuongin/)

weight by exhibiting reels repeatedly in media.
N Ramalakshnn, Secunderabad
e

BSOLUTELY, both celebrities and politicos refuse to
see the reality. They think that & is their birth right
to command respect and do what they want, dissegard-
ing etiquette and behaviour in the public domain. 1 think
the successive governments both at the Centre and in the
States are largely responsible for this, in addition to the
peophe who ‘worship” them as next oaly to God, if not God
himsel® Allu Arjun should have checked with the police
before venturing out on that fateful day, Ever since that
stampede oc-curred, Arjun has been on the wrong foot and
hence invited the wrath of the adminkstration! He should
have made amends by visiting the house of the bereaved
family instead of backing out just becanse the husband of
the deceased woman had preferred a complaint, e also
did not visit the hospital whene the boy is under treatment.
Managing the system is not anybodys play, only the sea-

soned people like CRN could achieve that level,
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

tee

fter Pushpa-2 tragedy and Ambedkar's name repetition

by Amit Shah, political parties are separated into two
groups. While CM of Telangana Revanth Reddy ook up
the tragic incident serlously casting aspersions on Allu Ar-
Jum and film personalities for not personally consoling the
vietiny's family so far. Tol-lrwood, though not touching the
namse of CM, stood in solidarity with the hero of the movie.
“The court has to decide who are all responsible for the trag-
edy. Arjun committed to render ||Il?’cI ial assistance to
the injured Sritej but so far not paid his promised amount of
R 25 lakh which is most minimal, He can pay one crore, &
burdenbess sum to a hero who charges Rs 100 crore per film.
N &K Prasad, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALURU ONLINE

Bengaluru adds 60,000 new vehicles to

its roads every month
BENGALURL: Bengaburu is witne: a significant rise In
vehicle numbers, with 60,000 new vehicles added to the roads

every manth. This rapid growth in vehicular population con-
tributes 1o severe traffic congestion. air pollution. and strain on
infrastructure, The citys road network, public transport, and
traffic managensent systems are under increasing pressure & a
result of this trend. While the ;mwln?emnw and urbaniza-
tion are driving demand for vehicles, i also empha-
siz-cs the need for mlunmi urban planning, better public
transportation options, and environmen-tal policies to tackle
the challenges of such rapid motorization, Traffic jams are a big
problem in Bengaluru. On the other hand, parking their vehi-
les isa big headache for vehicle owners. In such a situation, the
mumsber of vehicle nsklﬂunm in the city s increasing day by
day, Accordi siven by the Tramsport Min -

Ister, about 60,000 new vehicles are being nglmd in the ciry
every month. Transport Mirdster Ramalinga Reddy has replied
to a question asked by Leglslative Council member KS Naveen,
In Bengakuru, a tax of Rs 8,742.56 crore has been collected in
2023-24 due to the registration of new vehicles. However, a case
of tax fraud qullu tlwrud ] Ilu Benphlu R:wml
Transpart Odfi
hicles, and about Rs 15 :mre has been lound 1o be |||ppj_

| ~ Readmoreat
~ https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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NEW IN
THE NEW YEAR

Some positives, some concerns

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman says the slowing of Q2 growth is a “temporary blip". But RBI has downgraded its GDP growth forecast for 2024-25 to

6.6% from 7.2% earlier. There are some upsides to the big picture —

including a possible MSME recovery going forward — but private investment and credit

growth are still struggling. Whether 6%-plus growth would be enough to generate 8 million jobs that India needs annually until 2030 is the big question

ANIL SASI

LOOKING AT

2025

THE ECONOMY

A PRONOUNCED DHP in econemic out put in
the first three quarters of 2024 notwith-
standing, India's long-term growth story is
believed to be intact. A growth rate of 6.5% s
projected over the next half decade, which
wikild help the country remain the Fastest-
ronwirag big econssrmy in the world,
Hmw:wr.(hlnn Japan, and Suuth Karea
frewat 0 asustair
ing their rapid-growth phases. Whether EL
plus growth would be enough for a country
that needs to generate upwards of 8 million
Jubs every year until 2030 is the big question
~ and whether this growth rate would be
enaugh to bridge expanding wmllh dﬁpm-
ties and offer scope for g wbility.
There isaview that the decline in growth
rate simply brings it back to trend after data
aberrations triggered by the pandemic and
the subsequent buoyancy on an abnormally
low statistical base. Finance Minister Mirmala
Sitharaman has said the lower-than-ex-
pected GDP growth of 5.4% in the second
guarter of FY 25 wasonly a “temporary blip".
Econamist Neellanth Mishra and his
tearn at Axis Bank have described the loss in
momentuim for the Indian economy in the
hnt]lill'ul'llw cu:rmtﬁsmlﬂs “eyelical”, diie
-al and monetary tigh
mg " In October, Japanese brokerage Nomura
had said the Indian economy was in a phase
of “cyclical growth slowdown", and de-
scribed the Reserve Bank of India’s estimate
of 72X GDPexpansion as “overly optimistic™.
‘Weeeks later, R was forced to pare its fore-
cast by more than half a percentage point,

THE POSITIVES

There are some clear upsides to the cur-
rent picture of the econormy.

Government spending

Fiscal spending is il:mdy SEEN a5 rising
after the dust of the 1. The

State of the economy: Some indicators
1. Stable commedity prices as reflected in World Bank price indices
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2.Incoma transfer schomas in FY25: Rs1.9 trillion

W will be on track to achieve. . between 5
7 percent for the whaole financial year But.the
focus is on how to make sure that we grow at
a sustainabile rabe in a world that is going tobe
extraordinarily difficult,” Chief Economic
Adhviser V Anantha Nageswaran said at a Cll
eventt on December 12,

After a couple of quarters of likely sub-
optimal economic output, GDP growth is
projected to settle around 6.5%, which could
mark the real rate of growth going back to
trend, The question that RBFs overestima-
tion — and subsequent correction — posesis
thiis: diel the central bank keep interest rates
hngll for Iungl.': than Mrdcd because it had

Iy rosy picture of GDP
gruwtll? However, inflation remadns at the
upper end of the permissible band, and food

prices are at near double digits in terms of

inflation — that somewhat strengthens the
a:gumrnl for mt hnik with high rates, and

recent cut in the eash reserve ratho | CRR} has
Freed up money kept by banks with the RBL

Thee capex cyele seerms to have restarted
insome sectars, boosting eapital formation,

I's problems going lurwartl
I..un-u

topublic ivestments eoming down; this coukd

change inthe seconc halfof the fiscal and later,

Dw: |nd|c.1lnn isthesurge mutk'rbadd.g

says Mishira, adding that this growth will be
investment-bed. Also, monetary casing is o=
pected to support growth in the coming fi-
nancial year. But the government will likely
have tocontinue to do the heavy lifting,
Economists also say the GDP shock of (2
FY25 — another set uI'LI:smnl numbers are

mm activity is likely o grow gumgiurwurd
For nstance, in utilities, a pivot from renew-
ables back to thermal power, which acoounted
for the bulk of the capex between 2000 and
2015, could give impetus toindustrial activity,
given that virtually no thermal capacity has

likeely inQ3 —
malisation of the gruwﬂl rmjmury after thr
waning of the base effect of the pandemic,
hen the economy shrank abnormal by That
could parthy explain the steacly slide in gromth

Fn:ll'h B.6% to TH o 6.7Y to 547 n 2024,
] not thatwcllmlk that the second
dataartef .-.m

been added pa years,
Mccording to Mishra, a relatively empty
election calendar in the states in 2025, pro-
vides a window for reforms, But the appetite
— even for restarting pending reforms such
as the Labour Codes — appears dimindshed.

Possible MSME recovery
h "

as mun:dim |:Dmcs|n |I\N||I< ically be
upggraded. The numbers will be revised higher
or it could be a simple, seasonal factor. .., Or it
couldk A prhy

dismal a
possible siiver lining.
Curpura!cyuwﬂl s slewing, palﬂydm o

il PR —
¥ i
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THE 18TH biennial State of Forest Report
(1SFR-2023) by the Farest Survey of Inclia (F51)
Found a marginal gain of 156 sg ke in forest
cover, and asizable increase of 1,280 sq komin
tree cover since 2021

For the first time, India's green cover has
exceeded the 25% threshold with B 27357 s
ki (25.17%) of the couitry now under for-
est [21.76%) and tree [3.41%) cover, But this
is not all good rews.

Trees and forests

Tree patches smaller than 1 hectare do
nok count as forests, anc have been meas-
ured separately by FSI as tree cover since
2001, The latest biennial cycle registered the
sharpest growth in tree cover — a 0.5 per-
centage point jump in two years. Previoushy,
tree cover had Fallen from 3.04% in 2003 to
2768 in 2011 before rising to 291% in 2021,

In comparison, India’s forest cover has in-
creased by only 005 percentage points since
2021, This is consistent with the trend of di-
minishing growth since India's forest cover
crossed the 20 threshold at the tum of the
millennium. Between 2003 and 2013, forest

b anupsicle. Former Chief! Stalﬁlu:lan Promaly

cover increased by 061 percentage paints to
21.23% from 20.62%. In the next 10 years, it
rew by ondy 0,53 percentage points to 2 L7GX.

Forests within forest

Irrespective of land use of ownership, tree
patches 1 hectare or larger with a minimum
canapy cover of 10% ane counted as forests in
India. Areas with a canopy density of 40% or
miore are considered dense Rurﬂ‘!(d_lo.l?J 5

Companies are also scaling down salary
outlays. Real salary and wiage expenditure
growth of listed ne
a precy for real urban wages — has mtxlcr-
atee 08 in Q2 FY25 from 1.2%in Q1 FY25,
and is clovn from 2.5% in FY24 and 1083 in
FY23, Nomura said.

Savings-investment gap

The declinein the household financial sav-
ings rate could present anather challenge, The
[eliT's latest Financial Stability Feport shows net
financial savings of houscholds fell to 5.3% of
GOPin FY23 from 7.3%in FY22, sharply below
the 8% average of the previous decade,
Household net savings are the total money.and
investments of Gamilies, including deposits,
stocks and bonus, minus ary money they owe,
suich as Ioans and other debt.

Over the same period, household debt
Tas jumped sharply. Annual borrowings are
at 5.8% of GDP, the second-highest level since
the 19705, A large part of savings ks also en-

terng financal markets bypassing the bank-
iy incustry, which is another woery.

Sliding credit growth

Growth in credit has been falling =

The last mile of disinflation is turning out to be prolonged, with
increasing dissonance in the growth and inflation trajectories. A

good rabi season is key to softening of food inflation p

hit a new high in October 2024 — a key posi-

tive, On the structural drivers of India's share

gains in global services exports, Mishra and
. h T

which mostly borrow tofinance
home plln:llnscw have not been doing so
since 2021, For a while, industry had offset
this, but this has tapered off since the begin-
ming of 2023, Excess capacity and lack ol ap-
[petite for new projects is seen as limiting in-
dustry's capacity to absorb new credit.

Insuch a scenario, bond-financed gov-
ernment spending is the only meaningful
way to generate new credit in the economy,
according to Mishra, but much of this new
debit ssued is being used toclean upold 'hid-
den debt’ at the local level,

Unless there isa fundamental s hift in the
e of Fiscal foroe to stimulate the economy,
lllgh growth i is unllkrly Bank lending io

@

¥Hoida

Uit | W (i | 88
W by

W

‘Sen said Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMES |, which have been hit repeatedly by
shockes such asdemonetisation, implementa-
tion of GST, and the Covid-19 lockdown, are
perhaps geeting bhack in business, and com-
Ppeting with the corporate sector,

While mone data are needed on this, bwve
uhcngmls suggest this pusml:ullly ane, ﬂwn:
Isconsurmption recovery
urban growthis Illgslng b, I"cnudlrlah:lllr
Foree Survey numbers show an improve ment
in salaried enployment, which could be partly
AnMS n \
ehes af the K-shaped recovery couled narrow,

The labour data show another positive:
fernale participation in the labouwr foree 5 in-
ereasing, particularly in ufal areas, Around
G ol womenwith ecucation level of post-
graduate and above were reported as work-
ing in FY24, compared to 34.5% in FY 18, For
women with higher secondary education
level, these nurmbers were 23,95 and 1145,

Growth in services
Inclia's services surplus as a share of GDP
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Why the growth of India’s overall green coveris not all good news

leimat present |, and lensity
af 1040 are open fomests [(OF ), Since 2003, ar-
easwithat least A0k canopy density have been
classified as very dense forests(VDFL
Depencingon factors suchas cimate and
biotic pressure, a forest can improve or de-
grache to the next dcnslty(nlrwy —a VDF

patchmay thin tobecomea dense
forest{ MDF)or an OF may get llp;rndod asan
D — during a two-year ISFR cycle. When a
previoushy forested anca led as non-

CHANGE IN DENSE FOREST COVER 2003-2023

LOST 2021-23 | 200313 | 2013-23 | 2003-23  GAINED 2021-23 | 200313 | 2013-23 | 200323
VOFtoNE 208 288 | 121 | ses NFtoVOF 58 43 483 526
MOF Lo NE 2382 &M4 | 18oe0 | 21800 NF o MDF B30 | 3@: | 7sB4 | M8
VOFtosorub 24 5 e | 70 SorubtoVDE 1 0 54 54
MOF to serub N3 4 | 83 | 207 SerubtoMDE 102 108 | 1083 1148
D 3,994 M | 788 | 24732 OF o VDF 498 124 | 2ser | z2se
VOF 1o 0F 228 134 | 1028 | 1262 Platations | 1484 | 3903 | maor | 1ss04
MOF 10, OF 5,186 8414 | 22240 | 28,083 OF toMDE 8810 | 6122 | 34300 | 40423
TOTALLOSS | 6,388 | 13600 |40958 | 54,857 TOTALGAIN | 10104 | 10025 | 4B002 | SB,027

NETCHANGE | 202123716 | 200313:.-3,674 | 2013-23,8044 | 2003-231370 PO———
1 ¥ (ranagy over 7R MOFMederate Denee Forest {canagty 40. 708 OF Clpes Forest | camagy 10401 Shrubcosapy under I08); NF: Non-fares ( ne canegy |

licates the broad I

over two decades.

forest (NF) or shrub | below 106 canopy ), it im-
phies complete loss of that forest.

Plain aggregated data.on the quantum of
different forest types do not represent this

b

Forest balance sheet
ISFR-20223 shows that 35913 sq km of dense
forests — an area larger than Goa — disap-

dynamic process w
form, di i

i, P
thons that typically grow much Taster, Since
2003, I5FRs have made amlllabk dataonthis

wlia between 2021 and 2023, {See
chart). This is consistent with the trend over
the past bwe decades: 17,500 sq km of dense
lmrm were kot in 2013-2023, while 7151 sq

“change matrix" which, stitched in-

r 2003-2013.

Orverall, India has witnessed the complete
destruction of 24,651 sg km — more than
G.3% or nearly half the size of Punjab < of its
dense forests since 2003,

The bulkof

loss has |

T ‘Elobal
bees value-chains, rapid increase in global
cross-border telecom handwidth, and the
surge inremote-working are adding to the de-
magraphic trends supporting the growth in
India's servioes exposts to developed markets,

InMmvernber, India’s services trade egpornts
surpassed goods exparts as ITexports contin:

i towatch for, es-
clally if personal credit slows and corpi-
I:l:c;.umlnwilling toborrow,

While hatl Joans have been coming down,
there are new concems over a significant rise
in NPAs in the personal koan and credit card
segments, Both these types of credit are un-
secured and carry high interest rates. In

g
clemand i the West, and higher shipping costs
clue to disruption in the Red Sea, according to
official data released by the Commerce
Ministry. Going forward, however, India's IT
exports,ona compositional basks, appear vul-
nerable to new technologies such as Al

THENEGATIVES
Sluggish investments

Performance is tapering off for marny eor-
porates, and investments are struggling.
Executives at Tata Consumer Products Ltd
thave flagged concerns over "saftness” in ur=
brans chemand; those at Nestle India have said
big cities are pressure points and blamed the
“muted demand” partly on high food infla-
i, Carmaloers are podnting toworrices on de-
rand, blaming iton heavy rain and the elec-
tion-induced siowdown, All of this could have
repercussions for growth and job creation,

[But wity are private investments strug-
gling, despite pre-Covid corporate tax cuts and
exhortations Ey‘}lw BovermIment bo mvest?

Tounbeash the so-called animal spirits,
companies mast feel optimistic about the fs-
turee, and not have to book behind their backs,
The single biggest hurdie to fostering a con-
cluchve investment emdranment is india's tax
Lawes and its administration, Arvind P Datar,
Senior Advocate, said at the National
Convention of All India Federation of Tax
Practitioners on December 16,

forests do not grow this fast.

I5FR-2023 accounts for 1,420 sq km of
plantations becoming dense forests since
2021, rrﬂ:\‘tmgapmvmlmgtrvnd areas un-

2023, the RBI had increased risk

weight on the exposure of banks towards
credit, credit card s, el

mon-banking finance companies,

Fiscal prudence

At the Centre, fiscal consolidation has been
aconsistent therme, A projected decline in fis-
cal deficit from G.A4% to 5.9% of GDP in FY24
will stabilise puHrcH)mt mml&!%dfl]‘
Inielia's grossth ouitloale, according to thell IMF

But competitive loosening of purse strings
by states poses a fiscal problem, The BB has
flagged concerns over a sharp increase inex-
penditure by states on various subsidies, in-

Axis Bank's India Outiook report said that
by 2025, 14 states would have some version
of "handout” schemes aimed at about 134
million women, which is almast 20% of all
wormen inIndia, These programmes cost the
government almost Bs 1.9 lakh crore every
year, or about 006 of the country's GDI

While these transfers have helped lower-
ine iliies by giving money
o spend, especially on food such as pulses,
onions, and tomatoes, the supply of these
items has not increased enough, which has
caused food prices to rise, the report said,

Anil Sasi is Business Editor,
The liseficn Express

NEXT: CLIMATE

20ywars, with 716 sq km gained inthe 2021 -23
cycle alone, On paper, though, India’s dense
forest cover has grown by 21,600 sq km (6%)
between 2003 and 2023 due to aseries of un-
explained revisions of data presented in ISFR-
2005, <2008, <2015 and <2021 which added
20,232 s bam of dense forest to the inventory,

The implications

Uneer this opacue veneer of overall stabil-
ity and growth in forest cover, the trend of
steady replacement of natural dense forests
with plantations has been criticised by experts,

Pantations usually have troes of the same
age] and often the same species |, are vulner-
able to fire, pests and epidemics, and often
actasa barrier to the regeneration of natural
forests which are more biodiverse, perform
a wider range of ecobogical functions, and
SUPPOTT NUMETOUs spedies,

Ol natural forestsalso stock alot more car-
bon in their frame and in the soil In 2018, the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Chiru;r I:UNFCCCJ Aagied India’s as-

der plantati forests are ex-

rapid transformation of 1553050 km of ton-
forested or scantily forested land to dense o
even very dense forests in successive two-
yearwindows during 2003-2023, These are
plantations, say experts, beeause natural

panding as the d:sippu:amc of dense
Forests becomes routine. {See chart ).
Pantations are helping leep the exent of
India’s dense forest cover stable: the “change
matrix”shows anincrease of 1,370 s km over

that p hithe carbon

stock level ofexisting forestsin just eight years,

Plantations are often promoted for their

which can achi

gv:h faster: Bust they are also Jlanvnn:d o
reaily,

arbon tar-
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EDITORIAL

Ambiguous path
to clarity?

nal, fomly dubbed as the ‘mathser of demacracy,
18 no stranger o the ceaseless cyele of elections.
With 28 states, elght union tereiorles, and neardy
u billin eligille voters, polls have been a constant
feature of the nation's political landscape. Against this
backdrap, the debate araund feasdhility and lnplications
of "One Nation, One Election’ has been refgnited with
the introduction of two related bills in the Pariament.

O paper, the ONOE idea seerns bgical. Hold-

Ing simultaneous ebections for the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies could indeed reduce campaign costs and
stradn on administrative resources, and ensure more
focused govemance. Supportess of the idea view it asa
'[p;unz-duung«r'—l]mr argument bedng it could boos

padii’s GDP by wp 1o 1,5 per cent, s propected by farmer
President Ram Math Kovind-led commitiee, Here, it
may also be pertinent to note that the Centre-ruling BIP
lias been backing, in fact pushing, this dea for quite
|u||ul \"mlfmmh eritichsed by the Indian National
Congress and other opposition parties, the issoe has,
abwiously, created a rigarous palitical dugfest.

Tt cannot be denbed that beneath the surface of the
OMOE proposal slmmsers s distirbing netwoek of dhal-
I:np:s and concerns. Critics have already warned that

Sectioms could und, Tinclia's fed -
eral structure, which would lead 1o centralisation of
power ane weskenlig of state astonomy—a deadly
i L Dindiis ewuch-cheriabied principle of fedeealisim.
Tt 85 wn wisanimowsly accepted fact that India’s democ-
rucy thrives on its diversity, and reglonal parties ofien
serve us critical vodces fur local asplrations, Allgning all
elections risks tling the balance in favour of natiosal
parties, potentially marginalising reglonal visices and
eroding democratic accountability. This |s the bigpest
and mast notable criticism that questions the intent
behind the introduction of the Bills in the pardisment,
as well as its structural Inadequacies, The logistical chal-
lerpes of implenenting this system are ndeed mas-
shve, Indias elector] machinery woubkd need substantial
Investment bn voding machines, paper asudil sysiems,
and securlty personnel 1o ensure & seamless process
fore reesarly 9000 million veters, A 2015 report suggested
that new equipment alone could cost over 42 m‘lﬁ.n
rupees. The government and Ramall Kovind Panel
Tuave thu Far falled Lo explain how they will cover the
new expenses, and whesher it will really be as inexpen-
shve as it 1s made 1o look like, Purthermore, synchionis-
Ing berms of existing assemblies and Parliament would
requlre constitutional amendments, ratlification by at
Test hall the states, and a consensus thal seems ebusive
in the current political climate, Another major road-
bhosck i the pending delimitation exercise, which can
hm shasp correlation with the ONOE peoposal, Rush-

through the schemse before the delimitation exercise
lEz s place could lead 1o inconsigencies,

The historical precedent of simulianeaus elections,
practiced from 1951 to 1967, might seem interesting
Lo somie, as they clie the same For promoting the idea
of ONOE. Hawever, one must not ignore the fact that
poditical instability and early dissolutions of stale assem-
Blies back then had bed 1o the staggered election we
see today, Reviving the old systens would demand sy-
nificant political deft and coosdination among Indias
diverse political spectrum, An all-rownd consenss s
required 1o avold the recurrence of the same disorder, in
case ONOE becames a reality,

Indiss democratic framewnrk offers a delicate bal-
ace of unity and diversity, as well as central autlos-
Ity anel reglonal autonomy, Any reform, especially one
as sweeplng as simultaneous elections, must prioritise
Inclusivity and consensus, Rushed decisions sisk alienar-
Ing sections of the population, Ultimately, it can be sud
theat the essence of democracy lies bn representing the
will dllu.lpwple e i nvipoing uniformity for conve-
e While the rl:mno{ O Nation, One Election &

l 15 on whether it i

or stifles [|>|. l!umn."lll. spirit that makes India unigue.

A PIVOTAL MOMENT

This refers to the editorial, "A delicate path forwand”, The
recent Special Representatives’ meeting in Bediing hetvven
Tralia’s Matioman! Security Adviser Ajit Doval anel Chiinese
Foreigr Minister Wareg Yi murks a pivotal mosment in
bileatersl diplormacy, This first dbaloguae ine nesily five
eers, fllonwirgg thee 2020 Gatwiare valley eliesh, reflects
a caidious et significant shifd towire narmalisng tes
btween the two Asian glants, Central fo the discisslans
s the ineplesmentatian of the Octaber 2024 disengagenient
agreerient in Ladakh, Both siddes cammitted o masitaining
peace and frangulity afong the Line of Actual Control, o
critical sep fo prevent futsre conflicts, The meering alio
sinielerscored i siv-point consensus atmed o devpening
conperatban in areas sud as barder frade, data sharing
o drans- barder rivers and the resumption nf’.l!er Kiatlash
Yarra While the ! progre:
chiallereges persist. Eﬂhwdrrﬂwure rermiains @ umup&-x
el sersitive b, [ grivwmees
ard sl mtsdricat, Tkedmﬂnhumrcmﬁlknw-bulmlg
smetsteres cund 'step-by-step’ resofurions demonstrates
pragemaric diplomacy. However, fraslating these
caoimirdisiierits i aetiorianble chiange will reuine sisdalied
pobitical will mid vigitance,

— KHOKAN DAS, KOLKATAvia email
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DearEditor

SHANTANU MUKHARJI

Indiq, in all its
wisdom and
political and
diplomatic
maturity, is
watching the
developments in
Bangladesh
very closely

ANIRBAN GANGULY

While the

year saw an
expansion of the
Sangh's work,
1940 wes also o
challenging year

for the RSS

On the brink of transition?

Amid governance fuilures evoding public trust in Chief Advisor Yinus® interim government, Bangladesh may
he witnessing a sharp political shifl, with the BNP—led by Tarigue Rahman—capitalising on the volatility

twould appear from the
grmes thal the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party
(BNP) b playing that it
I o clear 1t ks on o fast track
11 hog the political space in
Bangladesh and Al the vac-
s createdd b the wake of the
regime change in Dhaka, Party
Chalriman Enqwu Ralman
15 Issulng statements al regu-
lar intervals from his hideout
in Landon, calling for unity
and constantly cautioning the
eople agakinst any attenpt b
sk 0 make 1 comebick,

With most of the inal
cases agalnst him withdrawn,
he is naturally emboldened
and remalng active on sockal
miedia and In the vernacular
reas, Lrying Lo marginalise
all other palitical forces and
ensuring they do not get the
alightest elbow room for any
WHLIVIES,
a politically significant
pment, the party’s Gen-
eral Secretary, Mirza Fakhrul
Alarngie, spent several days
conferring with Tarique in
London and returned only
recently with a fresh blueprint,
The party, n s carefully crafied
P|;nl|.’is: Lupdng the fYrvudmun
fighiters and the peo-liberation
narrative alive, I]hm s partic-
ul;ul{ relevant because Vie-

e

tons with those bobbles upset
with developments followlng
ihe arrest of ISKCON leader
Chinmey Krishia Das, The
I:ux:ﬁ. with ambitiows politi-
cal designs, s striking a deli-
cate balance between all the
prolitical camps that matter in
the current power game,

Such signals clearly Indi-
cate that once the remain-
ing cases against Tarique are
cleared (major cases against
Turlque’s mother, Khaleda
Zia, have already been with-
drawn), the stage will be set
foe Ials return Lo occupy a cru-
chal position bn the country,
dwarfing other political adver-
sarbes, As It stands, the Jamaat

vory Day (I ber 16) has  and its affiliates have little fol-
Just pussed, and Bengali emo-  lowing among the minori-
tons are still of  tes, intelligentsia, oF arme

the bloody sacrifices made by
intellectuals and the country
during the Iulu-r..lkm wir 51

fowrces, It must be noted that
Tarique’s father, General Ziaur
Rahman, l]n. ..mwlul.c. L'-ul

years ago. This is o
political weapon that the J!N]'
will Tikely use in its political
machinations o come back
1o power after so many years
In ablivion.

The BNP has also started
woolig the Hindu minority,
who continue 1o suier karge-
scale atrocities at the hands
of religlous extremists and
Fanatics, In this way, the party
alin Lo wean away any sym-
pathy that the remnants of
the Awami League (AL} ar
the Jamaat are rying to gen-
erate for vole-bank purposes,
Al the same thime, the BN s
deftly maintaining good rela-

dent and widely

u freedom fighter, Is 1!u|:zvml
by muany Lo have been the first
ter anneance Bangladesh as a
liberated and free country in
1971 from Kulurghat,

In furtherance of its anti-
Tnadlia sctivities and b parsull
of its desperation o come 1o
prowes, BNP held a lang march
this montls when s activists
fronm th iotabadi Jubo Tral
and Jatsotabadi Chatra Dal,
parked in 5,000 cars, wenl up
1o the Akhaura border in Trl-
pura, The entire exercise was
abwiausly a show of farce, flex-
g muscles w exhibit to the
people that BNP was sill a

d Yunes fo

force to reckon with, Enning
anti-lndia sentiments. Thelr
march was 1o prodest agains
Indis alleged interference in
the internal affairs of Bangla

dhesh as well as 1o reglster their
st the vandalism of
wplaclesh Consulate in
. The murch, however,
ws stopped 1 kim hefore the
Indian border,

In the meantime, under
Chiel Advisor Mubammad
Yunus, there is a thought
being fostered that the almost
defunct South Asian Assocka-
vhon for Reglonal Cooperation
(SAMRC), founded by General
Zia, must be revived. Many
ideas are also being generated
that Bangladesh, frder ta
isolate India, must try to join
thon of South-
east Asian Nathons (ASEAN),
come closer o Myanmar by
shunning all the bickering,
engage in robust trade, and
callabeorate with o)
Asdan countries 1o b
econamically and commer-
cially independent of India,
Podivical analysts in Dhaka feel
that 1415 trme for Bangladesh to
seek new partiers and lrends
and move on, ignoring Tndia,
tho n reality, this is eas-

u.ﬂjd an done. Cruc lly,
Tarigue Rahm
crifting a policy to adhere 1o
these plans, as today there s a
virulent anth-India sentiment
prevailing in the country.
i now easker 1o caplur
mindset of the people, who
are living in a state of uncer-

next yoar

rabnty due to the failed and
poor administeation of the
Yunus-led government,
.ﬂ.:mlhn important faclor
o re I the consid-
t'r..l:lc. following of the BNP
wmong the armed fosces,
mainly because of ex-Presi-
There must also be
rerents of the famaat
ntonment, but they
can be ensily sidelined by the
relative chariema of the BNR,
which, in bsence of the
AL ks proceeding with abun-
dant castion and a plan, How-
ever, its political advisors are
milstaken if they think they
vore India and maove
o, The anti-India bias may
b short-lved in Bangladesh,
and this reality must be fc-
toeed bn, It s not easy 1o shake
ofl age-old cultural and his-
torlcal tes between India and
Bangladesh. The foundation
bs 50 strong that it will assen
bl at some pobnt and, in all
likedihood, may reverse all the
grandiose plans of the BNE
Adso, Indian security interests
will never be compromised
I NP at all comes 1o power,
Like I i3 previous reglmes,
when it m.ﬁ,.unly supported
and harboured anti-India
Tndlaan insurpents, giving theie
wctivities a fillip, history bears
testimony 1o this Indlan secu-
rity and intelligence agencies
are alert on this score,
Meanwhile, fast-chang-
ing political developments in
Bangladesh clearly indicate
that Chief Advisor Yunus ks

pradually bosig his grip on
povernance, and people loo
are losing trust in his admin-
Istratlon, with no area of
activity under control —be it
economic downslide, rising

rices, falling law and order, or
E:hm-paleﬂ:!n;ﬂ affairs pol-
icles, Knowledgeable quarters
within Bangladesh are ot rul-
L outa change in the admin:

Istrathon sometime next year,

aw playin
w deft

with the ar
a tacit rol 5
it roadimap, possibly for a
new dispensation, upsetting
all the plans currenily in the
phpeline. They claim it's just a
question of tme, This could
be: the likely reason why the
BN under Tarlque Raliman,
s In & huarry o come 1o power,
and much will depend on how
Mirza Faklrul, with his new
charter recelved from Lon-
don, implements the plans on
the ground,

i, I all s wisdon and
political and diplomatic mais-
viy, ks watching the develop-
mients ury chusely, espec .le
afi wisit of For-
1 Secretary Vikram Misri,
The Bangladesh Foreign
Office shouldn't underesti-
it Indla or assuwme that all
15 Jost between the two coun-
tries, and it must dispel the
wishiul thinking that Ln“h
desh can convendently wipe
India off its deawing board,
Regimes come and go, but
a country with solid demo-
crathe foundations, like India,
with established institutions
and a vibirant democeacy, will
continue o pursue its poli-
cies and objectives irrespec-
tive of whether a government
I Eavourable 1o is desires. The
Bangladeshi media, which has
sadly taken on India, targeting
s media in particular rather
acerbically, must take note and
tone down its rhetorle, as it is
dobng more disservice 1 bilat-
eral tes than conteibuting to

pee

any e
Ve writer s @ etined 1S
officer, Adviser NaiStrat, and

d forener Nattoral Security
Adwizar in Mauritis,
Views expressad are personal

Onward to Nagpur to Meet Doctorji

The historic meeting of Hedgewar, Golwsalkar, and Svama Prasad Mookerjee in the summer of w40

coincided with the expansion of the RSS and paved the way for India’s unity amidst calls of divi

1 was in the summer of
1940 that Sei Gurufi and
Dy Syaiia Prasad Mook-
erjee first met. On May
16, 1940, Dr Mookerjee left
Caleutta for Bombay 1o sttend
the Hindu Mahasabha work-
Ing commitiee meeting o be
Teeld in Dadar bevween May 18
and 19, The Hisdustan St
aland reported that D Mook-
u“réeu. then member of the
orking Committee of the All-
India Hindu Mahasabha had
Teft for Bombay on Thursday
{16.5.19:4) evening Lo attend
the meeting of the Commit-
tee 1o be hebd at Dadar on May
16 ansd 19) 1 also reported that
“Dr Mookerjee will stop for a
at Nagpur an his way back
from Bombay! Intimation was
received in Nagpur, that Dr
Maiskerjee would be coming
“on May 2010 meet Doctor)i!
1940 was a significant year
for the RSS, I wEu aipnlfu{::l
I terms of the Sangh's growth
and spread, By that yuarﬁmftkm
]mlnlu!l.ﬂlspmmlln‘('ﬂmmslu-
ot the length and breadih of
the country’ and in the "Offi-
cers Tralning Camp’ (OTC) In
Magpur, there was representa-
tion fram across the country,
The editor of an informative

‘D Hedy the

Sangh throughout the coun-
try with 25,000 Swapmmsevaks,
Come 1936 this figure touched
350 with 40,000 volunteers,
This rose to 500 and 60,000
Swayansevaks respectively by
1939 aind at the beginning of
1940, the number of shakfis
increased by a Nurther 200, with
an addition of a further 20,000
Swayamzeviks 1o the RSS fra-
ternbty. While the number of
shakhas remained constant at
the beginning of 1941, the num-
b of Swapmsevaks had now
reached 150,000
The RSS% footpeint and
preserice had begun percolating
across India, s message was
belng absorbed and accepted
and socka) diver-

despite concerted attempts 1o
suppeess and decimate it The
1940 summer OTC in Nagpus,
thus, was the result of a farsee-
g plan deawn up by Doctargi,
Diuring this phase, he would
ey b hessrel akbng Swayiari-
sevaks as (o how many of them
wionild be ‘needed for achiew-
Ing the freedom of the coun-
try?" This ofien
Imll..aluj the disection of his
thinking In a letter, Dr Hedge-
war articulated his plan which
‘could make the Sangh most
effective T the course of the
et theee years, D Hedgewar
proposed, of making  lewst
three percent of the population
o clties and one per cent bn vil-

@.x'ﬁu.dn-r records that ‘over
1400 Swapeirnseviaks took parl
i the OTC and 'm[urrlwumnu
were from the Frontber Prov-
inces, Punjab, Untar Pradesh,
Bilar, Bengal, Madras, Karma-
taka, Malrashisa sid Gugjarat!
I his authoritative biogrs-
phy of De Hedgewar, Rakesh
Sinha, for instance, wriles of the
RSSs rapid expansion during
that early phase, and how i was
Teglnning to spread gradually
inather provinces as wel. Sinka
wirites thial 'L500 Swaymassvaks
witended the 1935 winter cam
Tueld at Nagpue' and by 193 (!
there were 200 shakhs of the

sities, 1t was a difficult year and
vl the Sangh grew at  stesdy
and measured pace. There were
continuous reports coming in
o s “unceasing growth!
In o letter 1o Gaolwalkar,
D Hedgewir wrate of how in
“the rapldly changing clrcum-
stances, our activities are also
rovwing i full steam. Tt is chear
rom this that our organiza-
thonal growih does not depend
on any particular programme,
Such indeed is the great poten-
taal ol our ideal and our method
of work. Our mission is bound
1o succeed despite any odds!
Sucoeed It did, cver the decades,

lages” & ks equipped
with full uniform! s
Anticipating and keenly
Tollowing national develop-
ments, while belng treated at
Rajgir between hf‘m.,- wnd
miid- Apell 1940, for hds llness,
Dyoctorl, hardly took rest, He
aw the Muslim Leagoe harden
its stance and adopt devious
and well-strategised methods
to push through its demand
for a separate lslamic home-

land. He insisted on redous

pi
Faster, faster and faster sull)
was his message to Swapan-
sewaks I those erucial days,

Many often heard him autier,
0, look there! The year 1940
s already passing! And yet we
Tave achieved nothing we con-
tinwe 1o be a sbject natlon, Bat
someday we shall attabn free-
o, While Junnah schensed 1o
ek India, Dr Hedgewsr, the
wnalloyed pateict, then working
ot different dimension and in
s last days, was exercised with
the llmulJu of Indids freedom,
While the year saw an
expansion of the Sanghs work,
1941 wars also i challenging year
fio the Sanglh, By May 1941, Dr
Hedggewar, the Sanghs soul and
founding essence, had fallen
serfously Hl. Censeless organ -
aational work and travel, exer-
Hon for the mission he had
undertaken, and an increas-
ingly indifferent health had
finally taken (s wil. Though
he insisted on staying at the
Nagpur OTC canp, Doctorfi
ot participate bn s ses-
sdons, The Nagpur OTC was
the lagt RSS prograimome of Dr
Hedgewar's life, [t was, wriles
Fake: Inha. ‘ruly r\.llu.[lv:

Ing programume, the popular
l-:? |!&'|IE‘M!!HT' \dal!r.ﬂlla fm:
thit there was an unanticipated
crowd 1o witness the closing
cerermony of the OTC, There
wire many important person-
alities from Nagpur and other
parts of the country, Sangh
Teuders fram ather provinces
were also present]

Within fifteen years of its
fosunalirsg, the RSS had undubt-
edly and surely started emerg-
ing & an all India movernent,
It wars in these clrcumstances
that the meeting between Doc-
torfi and Syama Prasad took
phace with Ssi Gurui also pees-
ent. Within a manth of this
historic and significant meet-
ing, De Hedgewar died at the
age ol 51, '\.]fthnuuﬁh Tuds suf-
ferbingy, his bron-will and focus

uwm

alvone forth undiminished, His
message In his kst address 1o
Swatpamseviak, was on the need
1o ‘organise the entire Hindu
soctety from Kanyakumarl 1o
the Himalayas The Sangh, he
exhorted, should not be the
preserve of oaly the Swapam-

fodd, Onr abject should be to
alvorw 1o the people the true path
o nutioral salvatbon’ and that
path was that of organisation

= the anly path 1o sabvation for
Hindu soclety lay in osganke-
Ing itsell and ’I‘n J‘nlly. :3?:1 the
Sangh, e said, ‘will steive on
to sccelerate the pace’ of belng
organized and united.
continue our effor
told, “a golden moment will
arrive when the entire Bhara
will stanel as one undivided and
Indivisible entity. No power on
earth will then cast its maliclows
eyes on Hindusthan, We have
ol set out to assaull anybody,
Huil we imist always be vigilant
and resist any outsiders’ efforts
toassault u)"{l ik an unequiv-
for unity and a
I e organized
action agalnst the forces that
were bent on creating disrup-
thons uncl division.

1940 was also a politically
aded year for India, In March
that year, while Doctoejl con-
valesced and worked in Ra)
the Infamous Lahore Itmufu
tion was passed by the Mus-
limm Leugue led by MLA. Jisnah,
demanding Pakistan. The meet-
ing between Dr Hedgewar, Gol-
walkar and Dr Syama Prasad
Muakerjee in Nagpur thus in
May 1940, took place against
the Lmdujmp of these momen-
tous developments,

The writer i3 a member of the
Mational Executive Commitiee
(NEC, BIR ane the Dérectar of

Dr Spama Prsad Moakerjee

Hesenseh Fowndarion,

Views expressed are persomal
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

BRIDGING A GULF

PM's visit to Kuwait is part of India's diplomatic success story in
West Asia. Delhi must now ensure it delivers on the promise

TTAKES FOUR hours o reach Kuwait from India but it took four decades for the
Prime Minister |of India]” PR Modiscomment during hi o Kuwait
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WOoRDLY WISE
TAXATION 1S JUST A SOPHISTICATED WAY OF
DEMANDING MONEY WITH MENACES.

— TERRY PRATC

Arrest the decay

Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis needs to

overcome crumbling finances and a fractured polity

GirisH KUBER

“SOMETHING 1S ROTTEN in the state of
Denmark”  laments  Marcellus — in
Shakesy Flamler, M. i

will echo the sentiment, The inordinate and
inexplicable delay at every step of govern-
ment of admin-

— the last Indian PM to visit the country was Indira Gandhi — the

istrative decay the state has been

diplomatic and strateggic neglect of a region that should |
tance to New Delhi, For decades after Sadedam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990, the Iamr
was justifiably upset at India's ambivalence on the violation of its sovereignty. there may
have been good reasons for Delhi's position: The geopolitics of the ime, India's relative
eloseness to the erstwhile Soviet Linion, and i pathy for Ba'athist ke
Hussein's. The problem was that in subsequent years, few attempts were made i bridge
the divide even though Kuwait re-opened its doors o Indian warkers, across sectors and
skﬂllmlslndna'sengaucmntwlth\m;tm andmm;w.nculf particul arly the mod-
erate Arab states, h helast decade. The chal-
lemgge for Delbi intocone ional gains.
M Modi held several meetings, mtludmg with Kuwait’s Amir Sheilkch Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Muharak Al-Sabah and Frime Mindster Sheikh J\hmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
ies agreed I p. They signed
that in ise defi ration, herareas such as re-
newables, For India, Kuwait is also a key source of investment — singly as well as the cur-
rent president of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Approximately 89 per cent of the
total FIDI from the GCC has been received in the last decacle and hilateral trade between
Inclia and Kuwvait in the last fiscal year was over $10 billion, Indians alse form the Largest
expatriate group in the t:nunlﬂ-I
One of Inclia" 1atic i the last decacde or 5o has been with mod-
erate Arab states, I’M)-lndl has visited the region several times and India had a role and
has a stake in the success of the Abraham Accords, The current violence in lsrael-Palestine
andﬂn! instability post the rallal:htnmad regime in Syria M;\lrutrawglc mﬂlsanli

aswell

1 in the Guld, In this context, p ties with GCC col Kuwwai i L
Ingli ne ionalise the security agreement: :'w," fartoo skowdy
inithe past, Itis ak tocreate a business-fii hatinvites and
L i i inth i MIcasnthuwrvlgnF\lndﬁnr

the GCC countries, For bong, Delhi viewed the Gulf through the prism of its ties with
Pakistan, That it is no longer a salient factor, with most regional players keen on deeper
bilateral ties. It is also important for India to recognise how Kuwait has facilicated inter-
amnni with the diaspora and respected New Dellu's sensitivities on cultural and reli-
Indians, in d outside it, should to dothe same,

AN UNCERTAIN TAX

GSTcouncil leaves several issues unaddressed.
These need to be resolved quickly
WITS 55TH meeting, the GST council deferred taking a decision on several press-
ing issues, These included the demand for kwering the tax on health and life in-
surance and on th harges of platform ngside, the
Group of Ministers (GoM) th ious issue of rate rationalisa-
tion sought more time, wmn another looking into the matter of the compensation cess
wasalsogiven Whil rewere other recor s by the council on
penal charges levied by financial institutions, fortified rice lernels and the sale of used cars,
soame of the clarifications that it did provide only served to highlight the oddities of the
miultiple rate structure under the Goods and Services Tax,
The council clarified that popeom with salt and spices would be taxed at 5 per cent
GST.If it is pre-packaged and labelled the tax would be levied at 12 per cent. And if it is
mixed with sugar then at 18 per cent, This oddisy. however, is not.a ene-off. Linder this in-

direct tax there ar f classification and c: ion
urgmdsand ﬁcr\nuswhm different tax rakes arﬂmpasvd.rmmstam afew months
age.D A irectored ¢ Annapoorna Hotels, had raised the
issue of the diff at whlch buns and creanm b d. In the past, a dis-

tinction has al: parathas and rotis. India ol as
one of the few countries with such a complex mdum tax structure, OF 115 countries,
only five - Ghana, India, ltaly, Luxemnbourg and Pakistan - have four or more GST slabs as
per the Waorld Bank's India [ Ipdate 2018 Twenty-ei while
489 levied a single rate. A multiple-level rate structure only raises the mmpllance burden,

Mtnesnngmrthu years True that it took al-
most a month for chief minister Devendra
Faclnavis to alkecate portfolios even after the
landslide victory in state assembly elections
held on Nevember 20,1t is also true that the
Ekenath Shinde-led Shiv Sena and Ajit Pavar's
NCF, even though Fairly acquainted with the
B]I"Hlyle ur!unnmnmu; found it difficult to
ith thy

alltynwhlﬂlthe BJP has acequired the status
of Big Brother and as such laid claim
over a bigger pie of the power, This
political shg-feast, however, hardly paints a
complete picture,

The realissue that Maharashtra huheen
Facing for i
dissipated industrial anmmpimrv.ﬂllvimln-
ister Fadnavis wasted no time in admitting
the stress on Maharashira's finances and an-
nounced a committee to guide the state on
Anding “rewer ways” [ Mo up more rev-
enue, He knows the real challenge before
Maharashtra s to maintain itslead over other
states and to bring the richest state back in
the game which, of late, has been in close
competition with southem states, It iscasier
said than done — Fadnavis is aware that it is
much easier tofix the lacklustre administra-
ticn than to cement the state’s fragmented
polity, the BIP's own handiworke

The BIFin Maharashtra unleashed its full
fowce in splitting the state’s two dominant po-
litical parties, Shara Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party and Shiv Sena, headed by
Uclelhaw Thackeray, It is poi

Noone would dare say this
for obwvious reasons, but the
corruption in the corridors of
Mantralaya is the most
discussed topic in
industrialist cocktail cireuits,
The reality that investors
need to grease many palms at
every level from sanctioning
projects to getting them to
take off has undoubtedly
marred the state’s investment

Nadu, Karnatak;
ewven smaller ones such as
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra slowly
but surely started losing the
pame. First, it was the
perception, which eventually
and unfortunately became
the reality: There are haxdly
any big-ticket industrial

how successful it was in this endeavour.
Howvever, itwias not without its after-effects.
By splitti the
BIP created inut sub-regional outfits. Earlier,

i s worth
showcasing that have
come to the state in
the last five years,

the state had tworegional satraps, Now there
ane four: Ajit Pawar and Eknath Shinde. Add
to this melee, Raj Thackeray's Maharashtra
i Sena that BJP il as its re-
serve force only to be used in Marathi-speak-
ingregions to weaken Uddhav Thackeray-led
ShivSena's dominance. For the uninitiated, it
may appear to be a mere game of power pol-
itics. However, it is not, Those who under-
stand bow political parties function in India
and how they generate “resources” will
guickly realise the financial implications,
though inadvertent, of these power games,
Asadirect fallout of this, the cost of indus-
trial investment in Maharashtra rose mani-
fold. The number of sub-regional and sub-
subregional political satraps to be “pacified”
before investrment fructifies shot up to such

wived later ata mach higher cost. Itwas under
the same regime that Hyundai opted for
Tamil Nadu over Maharashtra when the
South Korean giant found | Jayalalithaa, the
then chief minister of Tamil Nachs, tobe more
welcoming than ber Maharashtea counter-
part, Shiv Sena's Manohar Joshi. The Sena
again was at the forefront in delaying, if not
driving out, mega investments in the Nanar
refinery project, a joint venture between
India's Fortune 500 Global 0 magors — IOCL,

BPCL and HPCL — and Saudi Aramco,
“Contractor-centric” infrastructure proj-
zmcm hard)ybean antidote to missing i

ustr

Illicsmullymnwhmthﬂvmﬁa Pmlﬂc!;
see Cost eqcalat!nns s high as three-four
luations Besides, the

amextent that ment became
liess and less attractive, No one would d.m!iay

thisfore

corridorsof discussed
topicin industrialist cocktail circuits, The re-
ality that investors need to grease many
palms at every level from sanctioning proj-
ects o getting them to take off has undoubt-

he projectswere conceived and
cnmracls awarded make the talk of "larger
public good" sound hollow., It won't take
much effort to demaolish this infra-talk and
will mot beunfair o dismiss them asa “please
contractors” exercise,

This makes the task before Fadnavis
neatly cut out. Hn ﬂrﬂ and foremost chal-

edly marred the state's | climate,
Firted against aggressive states such as Tamil

m:l:umng. He will have to revive his

u, an
as Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra slowly but surely started losing
the game, First, it was the perception, which

aliy. There are hardly any big-ticket indus-

“Magnetic " initiative which he
had conceived in hliﬂl‘ittcrrnasthltfn‘lns—
eyl attract topped becase of

Covid and the pullncal mess afterwards,
Facknavis, as chief minister, will have toensure
asmooth ride for industrialists and investors

have

even if thi dis me of his re-

come to the state in the last five years,

counter this by citing "big" infra projects that

cently acquired colleagues and allies. To his

Protagonists of the ruling combine may — credit, one must admit that after the initial hic-
cups and teething truublc's. Fadnavis has
" e

ent narrative,  palitic

are often touted as development. There ane

First, bymalung it chear that it was never all
hunky-dowry before these political machi-
nations began post-2019election results. The

rotin

po-
lullns (] pnlmcal allies, Bydnlng this, hehas
hopes that huurmdﬁ for thm s terta.!nls'

first Shiv Sena-BJP grmmmtnt in 1995
“drowned” the Enron praject only to be re-

The writer is editor, Loksatta
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SUANSHU KHURANA

THE ARTISTE AND THE MUSIC

Zakir Hussain found ways to draw in the audience, and they, in turn loved him

“KHAMMAGHANI, KAIS hain aap? Is every-
thing well with the family? Mirchi vada
khama?" Ustad Zakir Hussaim said over the
phone ona cold December evening as | nav-
igated the duﬁty lanes of a village near
K Toliday, k

India for a series of concerts, His rabulcm
Indo-jazz outfic, Shakti, with John
Mclaughlin, his friend of 50years, was about
to complete half a century,

This is how Hussain's friendships were,
Long. steady and fun because he always
made an effort.

Hewvas calling from his Napean Sea Road
home in Mumbai, where his parents had
moved in 1970, Whenever Hussain returned
to India lrumSmhannsm he stayed on the

increases the space for bureaucratic discretion, and goes against the desir i
thie ease of doing business in the country,

first floorof

e ¥
- Tnsnnmenrmurmvsand music with the

The need for undertaking rate ratisnalisation — to possibly include ining not
anly the classification of items but also reduce the numhcmd:auhhsandm issue of
revenue neutrality — was discussed inthe GST council
2021, The GoM on cess was constituted in its 54th meeting in September — the Iwydthv
cess has been extended tll March 2026 to pay off the loans taken during the pandemic.
These issues shoubd be resolved quickly. The council, which has already taken several

s tos plug the gaps in the system, must soon arrive ata on these issues.

THE COLOUR YELLOW

Kolkata's iconic yellow taxi is set to fade into nostalgia in 2025,
With it will disappear a sliver of the city's storied past
OSTPEOPLE, NAYSAYERS incluced, would agree that if there is one thing
that Kolkata thrives on it is its umbilical link to nnmlgiau Ramshackle
! ithcheek-by-jowl ‘lory in the city's older,
northern part, In thesaulh tram trad:q remind one of a 151-year-old
relic that has only recently from the city's Now, an-
other distinctive totem of the city's chaotic streets is set to fade into the sunset of nostal-
gia: The yellow Ambaszador cabs, The cessation of production as well as the 20009 order
of the Supreme Court’s green bench disallowing vehicles older than 15 years from plying
has meant that by March 2025, over 7,000 Ambassador cabs — B0 per cent of the city's
flect —will go off road, By 2027, almeost all of these cabs are expected tobe phased out,
The production of the Ambassador began in Hindmotor in the city's outskirts in 1958,
By 1962, its Mrabllllyhaabcrma Iqwnd leacling e its incorparation in the city's pubilic
om, Padmind Thy
saunded earkier though by the auTwalalapp -hased cabs and then the pmdcmur_&llhe-
fowee that, for most mldents.lht yellow tai, distinet in its ample gmh and bright yellow

paint. amoch Inacity and fobds
i the Ami |||n¢||: the joy of a family orthe ir-
ritation of rush-ho wherethe ints about the traffic or the con-

dition of raacks bound the driverand mmmubcr inldnship,
Il is, ulmurse true that not everything old needs a new lease of life. Interms of safety
the trundling " of joint for awhile.
Why not then use a spot of ingenuity for the best of both worlds? Use the colour yellow
for asbecker, safer Aeet of cabs?

N | B |

ocean 1 hom

Bavi Begum would get kam masale-wali
biryani made for her eldest son whose now
American pabette couldn't handle spicy food,
where his Abbaji, Ustad Allah Rakha, would
semetimes stand near the lving-room win-
dow with him, and do tabla bo! riysaz (the
moment from the iconic Raghu Rai photo-
graph), and where he'd be drenched in sweat
due to hours of practice,

I'was touched by the fact that he'd made
an effort to find out where | was travelling.
Thus, the Rajasthani salutation and comver-
sationabout the traditional snack, In the seli-
obsessed world of music, it showed deep re-
spect foranother person, Thisis also probably
wihy Hussain never took his audience for
granted, He inand

they, in returm, loved him back,

During a performance in
Delhi for Kathak exponent
Pandit Birju Maharajs 75th
birthday, he said, 'Maharaj ji
danced on my fourth
birthday... Now that Maharaj
ji has turned four, T thought
1 should also pay hima
tribute, Just when the
laughter was settling in,

Hussain began playing
dwwu r]ly'tllm structures.

s wasn't a complicated
warrld of beats that meant
nothing tountrained ears in
the audience, Instead, there
was the sound of rain and
thunder and Krishna being
seolded by Radha, even the
sound of the train,

Dring a performance in Dethi for Kathak
exponent [‘andntsmu Maham's 75th birth-

ing to his music. | avoided going backstage
though, for a quick greeting, lile | used o,

day, he said, th
birthday... Now that Maharaj ji has turned
four, | lhnu,ght I should also pay him a trib-
ute.” Just when the laughter was settling in,

tures, This wasn't a complicated world of
beats that meant nething to untrained ears
im theaudience. Instead, there was the sound
of rain and thunder and Krishna being
soobded by Racdha, even the sound of the train,
Bt at a tabla workshop, it was about chal-
lenging himself in diverse ways of arriving at
theswm (firstbeat of the tythmeycleL While
accompanying antistes, it was about surren-
dering to the art of sungat and finding ways
to make the “main instrument” shine. He was
alweays on guard, focused, like the first day of
independent driving. “The day | start to think
that | have itin me, is the day i1l be the end
of Zakir Hussain. Which s why it's important
to remain a student,” he told me once,

Among somarny artistes that | meet, most
ol whiorm want to el me how great they are,
there are only a handful who find ways to
gaze imwards, polishing their skill so that it
sounds better the next time, In Zakirji's case,
the beats were always carried out with pu-

cisbon and passion but they were also ey
check by an assiduous process of self-
tion. That's what lifted him and the Iulmblc'
tabla to the realm of the extraordinary,

Wie dhidn't ;pmk after this interview due

Mement

lv,'laltl dmdvdshnuldbcmﬂnmcnrd 1,of
course, kept attending his concerts, No dis-

| did so earlier, he'd remem-
ber and laugh heartily about the first time |
did almost 15 years ago, Amid a mob at
Delhi's Karmani Audlitorium, there | was try-
ingtogetan mlusm Itwas February 14and
Ihad not alone at W

ment, A day of music is what | planm:d in-
stead, | introduced myself as the crowd
milled around and asked him if we could
speak fora moment, “Yes, we can. But first of
all darling, Happy Valentine's Day.” said
Hussain with a huge smile. | couldn't stop my
sheepish grin.

Last month, when | found out that he'd
be in Inclia in January, 1asked his media com-
pany to set up a conversation with him; a
part of me wanted to clear the air. His sud-
den death, at the pinnacle of his career, has
been utterly hearthreaking.

Mo one teaches you how to grieve for an
artiste, One can desperately iry to hold on to
the music’s brilliance, the rigowr or the many
mermiries — the Taj Mahal ad; his vulnerabil-
ity when he was the pallbearer for Shiv
Kumar Sharma's hearse, holding on o the
national flag that wrapped him; the fun he
had with the brass band that was trying o
impress him with a fugalbandi during his
daughter’s engagement: there is so much to
be grateful for as Hussain departs, Yet it feels,
we needed more of him and his music. He
would have laughed and said, “This is mu-
sic’s appeal, not mine.” as he wld the BBC in
20016, The pleastire wias always ours,

suemshie

DECEMBER 24,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

LS POLLS START
THE BASIC SHAPE urlhananl:Sahhawlll
sie

“hreach of the provisions governing safe-
guards™ and the “inadeguacy of provisions for
safety” After recedving the application from

be castwiven voters in

Union Carbide India T 18, it was re-

c oftheseats  jected by the chief on December 14, This
exercise their franchise. The politi i from the fac-
of 28 Pl R tory that killed over 2,000 persons,

as well as 16 prominent Dppmtlmlaadm
will be decided in the first round of polling,
Sixteen states and six Uinion territories arein-
volved in the first phase of the election.

UNION CARBIDE LICENSE

REMEWAL OF LICENSE of the Union Carhide
pesticide factory at Bhopal for the year 1985

the chief insp -
tories in Madhya Pradesh, in view of the

epaperindianexpressicom BN BB

TAMIL BILLS RIFT

DAFFERENCES WITHIN THE Sri Lanhtahlm:l
D\’vl

language to be used by these councils, were
raised. Mathew claimed that these bills were
“sovast and independent from any real cen-
tral control that it very nearly grants the
desired Eelam.”

SIXKILLED IN DHAKA

SIX PEOPLEWERE killed in two separate inci-
dentsin Dhaka on December 23, when police
opensed fire on unrly demonstrators taking
part ina 48-hour general strike to protest the

martial law and lo-

proile »emtrv.-lntn p

Buddhist hardlmu puhlmy woicing his op-
pasition to them, The position of Buddhism
underthe proposed amendments, th

cal acministration, Security forces deployed
in major cities made more than a thousand
arrtils as picketing, marches and minor
from arourd the coun-

vested in the dlistrict councils and the official

try during the second day of the strike,
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A deeper politics for our times

The Rashtra Seva Dal's model of political education
of citizens offers an alternative to the RSS, BJP

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

ITWAS THEIR singing that first caught rmy at-
tention. Unusual for political meetings, the
singer was tuneful, the song was soulful,
though | did not quive get the Marathi lyrics.
The singer, Sanjm Sane, was a fierce trade
unvionist aned a ist, Then
rullmvdachnnlxlcd'b,‘ Sanjay MG, an engi-
neering professorwho held a“sansalkear shivir*
Tarunclerprivileged youth in Thane, The “MG"
in his mame stoad for “Mangala Gogal” — he
hades include h |

1o
withthat of his father. Nisha Shivarkar did not
siny, bt thee tale of how this unassuming ac-
tivist had organised "parityakea”, woemen
“abancloned” by their husbands, was musicto
oy ears, And then there was the self-efacing
drnerlnlmtlmnﬂc‘i‘lnsmwm ayoang Dalit

ing quest for renewal (navinata ki

activist whe h his actions

Exactly SDwmmmlmnmum con-
vention of Samajwadi Janparishad ot Thane,
this was my first introcuction to the vibrant
pubilc life of Maharashitra, There was same-

vrittd]. Rejecting all lorms of su-
perstitions and bigotry, he bases his reading
om advaita philosoply that refuses o distin:
fwmm discriminate on the basis of sect or
th, caste or smd!

thing very pe ial about these isations anc un-
activists — a fusion of idealism, ideclogy.en-  der pofitscurrent Presiclent Nitin
ergzy and discipline, This was a far ery from  Vaidya, the RSD hes just conduded “Sane Guruji

the intense, loud and chaotic world of North
Indian activism that | had experienced.
Though varied in their personality and ex-
pressions, these activists seemed to be cut
from the same cloth, Whl:‘h'ithﬂuldiﬂ they
all go to, | wond

125 Abhiyan®, a year long celebration of his
125¢h birth anniversary, Over the years, | have
come tosee how wide and deep the Seva Dal's
footpeint hasbeen inthe purogamios progres-
sive palitics of Maharashtra, it spawned many
inns — Chhatra Bharati, Samajwadi

That i
mentioned “Seva Dal” to w'hldl all of them
were related, divecthy or indirectly,
Rashtra Seva Dal (RSD, or just Seva Dal ).
Founded in 1941 by socialists, who were still

Mahila Sabha, Muslim Satyashodhal Samaaj,
Samq]w.uii_ Adhyapak Sabha, besides

guages, and Seva Pathak for constructive wiork.

m:hmﬂw&uwsﬂwn_ﬂwﬂmmsnmuh Organisations like SM Hnshx Snciali!l
volunteer ane Guruj | Trust
alism, socialism, drmnrr.uy. SeT and ar i gacy alive.

I I Many of the betier knuwnludonl inall
the RSS, thatwas politic: then,  walksof M a's public [ife have been

the contrast was evident, They shared one
thing though Like the RSS, the Seva Dal also

associated with RSD. These include political
leaders 1|1=cSMJush1 Mrinal Gore, Madhu

focused on and youth
through a routine of daily “shakha” where a
Tuench of ocal youngsters came together for
Bames, plnﬂicaltraiMnﬂMalthlcsﬂnd
idenlogical discussions, After

Kaldate, sacial activists
like Sudha Verde, Pramila Dandavate,
Narendra Dabhollar, Hameed Dalwai, Baba
Adhav .md Medha Patkar, theatre and film

i agu, Nilu Phuleand

the RS0 moved out uromssmdwnmu
closely with, without becoming a frontal or-

gandsation of, the socialist partics, The mov-
ing spirit of Seva Dal in its first decade was
Pandurarg Sadashiv Sane | 1899-1949) or sim-
ply Sane [ pronounced Saa-ne) Guruji, an
iconic figure in Maharashira. The song | frst
heard in that convention — khara to ekchi

persor
Smita Patil and intellectuals like Acharya
Javdekar and Ganesh Devy, Maharashtra's
public life would have been much pooner in
theabsence of the thousands o activists, pro-
Tessionals, writers, teachers, journalists be-
sides home-grown organisations, move-
ments and magazines that were associated
with RSD, They have been a bulwark to de-
{ornd oSt " rol

f ¥ ¥
Sane Gurujl, Indeed, Sanjeev Sane, who sang.
thee samg, was named afier him.

It is hard to box Sane Guruji in a simple
category like asocialist leader, M'lcelmm

stitutions in the face of the relentless on-
skaught from the RSS-BJF.

The RSD does not have today the kind of
strength and pnunnn that it enjoyed in the

structive worker, a matchless
fearless protester against any form nI'InJus
tice, Sﬂﬂf-unulms aGandhian,a national-

first i ce. et it offers
el for deep politi toreclaim
One thingisclear:

i1, e His

fiery speeches |nsplud the ymth ;md his
wrritings — especially Shyamchi Aai a book
about his mother — have shaped the sensi-
bilities of generations in Maharashtra, His

The dlsm.mﬂu\srﬂlhv republiccan-
not be halted merely through electoral oppo-
sition to the BJF: We need deep politics that
involves political education of citizens, culti-
vation of constitutional values among the

clation of Indian culture as an ever-dissolv-

4

VINAY SAHASRABUDDIE

younger creative framing of is-
suies anel agenida, grosming of politieal work-

The RSD wodday is nowhere

dliose to the kind of strength

.mtl pm:t:lm that it enjoyed in
wits

necessary to reclaim our
comstitutional republic. One
thing is clear: The current
dismantling of the republic
canmot be halved merely
through electoral opposition
o the BIF We need deep
politics that u:wnlvu political

education of cit
cultivation of constitutional
values amaong the younger

penerations, ereative framing
of issues and agenda,

grooming of political workers
anel lealers and recre;
this imagined o Y

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Inacity where accessible healtheare is increasingly out of reach, it is unacceptable
that these public hospitals offer substandard services, This is a direct vesult of

neglect...
Ministey of Health.”

from the Directorate General of Health Services (DGEHS) and the

= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Indian chess 2.0
comes of age

D Gukesh's victory on the world stage, feats of his
contemporaries are sure to inspire young players,
many of them in small towns and villages

NITIN NARANG

1N ACRICKET-CRAZY country lilee Inclia, it's
a significant development when chess
makes headlines and captures the nation's
attention, D Gukesh's phenomenal victory
has notonly flled Indians with pride but also
marked the beginning of Indian Chess 2.0,
The year 2024 has been pivotal for Indian
chess, with several historic performances
frosm our players on the international stage,
Toclay, India boasts of mariy ehiess talents
who are reacly to carry forward the legacy
of Viswanathan Ananc,

denend

W || JI I
vals blink first. That's what Indian chess
players learmt from Anand and have now
taken it o another level, Indian chess has
transitioned from the Anand era o a new
pantheon of prodigies, Indian Chess 2015 a
Bilend of urja (energy ) and amibiiry (expe-
rience ) with Anancd mentoring and guiding
new talents, Five-time world champion
Anand was once the lane Nag-bearer for
India, keeping the country's dominance
alive on the chess map and breaking the
monopoly of the erstwhile Soviet Union
and Western nations in chess, Watching
Indian players dominate now, Vishy is sure
1o feel proud.

The All-Inclia Chess Federation [ AJCF)is
Tully aware of the paradigm shift Indian
chvess has undergone in recent months and
is ready o make this transition impactful,
Couskazsh has bevomae a role maodel for the as-
piring youth of the country, and heady
times for Indian chess have just begun,
Gukesh's victory is sure to spark significant
interest, The AICF aims to build

T by creating moee op-

€ R Sastumar Ina thrilling World Chess Championshig,
Gukesh displayee exceptional c |
ers anel leaclers and recreating thisimagined anel skl wingchamplonDing  an this
community called India, This is what Liren 7.5-6,5 tob India it

Rashtra Seva Dl did. This is what we lack so
desperately today.

The lessons of Seva Dal model are not di-
ficult to see, Fiest, we need to taget nat just
e wouth, but school-going tee nagers as well.
Second, the focus should be on character
Tnuileling activities through spoets and cubture
rather than on politics in the narrow sense,
Third, amy attempt to cultivate constitutional
values and the ideals of a socialist and secu-
lar republic must be anchared into a positive
nationalism, arabust regional cultureand our
civilisational ethos. Fourth, sangharsh or
struggle against injustice must be combined
‘with nirman, constructive action, And fifth,
wihile intervening in the arena of electoral
politics and state power, this deep politics
would dowell to keep an anm's length dis-
tance fram any political party,

T e sure, the RSO is ot the onby macdel of
this kinel. Whe have had such initiatives across
the country; Dravida Kazhgam, Kerala Sahitya
Shastra Parishad, Karnataka Rajya Raiyatha
Sangh, Dalit Sangharsh Samiti in Kamataka,
All Assam Students Union, Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha, Chihatra Yuva Sangharsh Vahini,
Indian Peoples’ Frant, Jayesh in Madhya
Pradesh, Samata Sangathan and Backward
and Minority Community Employees
Federation. The creative life of most of these
experiments was very short, though many of
thiese organisations cuminu: o exlst today,

champéon after Anancl. Breaking records is
no child's play — it takes decades of dedi-
caved effort and years of hard worle, By win

miimgg el title at the age of 18, E‘uJ:e;h alm
bncmtheynumtmddchﬂmplmm.
treaking the four-decade-old record alln.l

For aspdring players, including
nlatfmms. training programmes, top-tier
coaching, and sustained player support,
Grzegorz Gajewski was more than a coach
1o Gukesh, He acted as a sherpa in his as-
cent o the world title. Notably, Gukesh also
benefited from the nundancc of Paddy

enclary Garmy Kasparow, whoo
tle in 1985 at 22,

Upton, inmen-
tﬂlmndmmlng and l'lPMI('I'Iﬂ' with the
dian ericket and hockey teams,

His wictory has also shone a light on a
e inspirin sideof his it Bevord

Gubesh's brilliance a3 a chess prodigy, he is
ahumble and grounded young man rooted

ey
With a buclget of Rs 65 crore, the feder-
ation has Laid the foundation for a thriving
chessecosystem in India, Key initiatives in-

in Indian values. He spoke highly of his de- lopment fund,
feated itudetn  financial backing layer contracts,
the Almighty, the nation, society, team, fam- and extersive coaching programmes at all
ly, amd theirsupport Atruehera  levels, The also plans "

cebebrates victory and accepts defeat with
equal grace, f‘ul:c-ihs p.utn:s Raynﬂunth

diistrict and state associ, il duce

and F
They gave up their l‘ﬂl‘ﬂ!l“i .mdcnmlmsm
fulfil their son's aspirations,

Another Indian grandmaster, Arjun
Erigaisi, has reached the gold-standard
ELO) rating of 2800, He became anly the
second Indian after Anand and the 16th
player ever to cross this prestigious mark,
Erigaisi now holds the fourth spot in the
latest global rankings,

Arthe 2024 FIDE Chess Olymplad, Indias
teams won two gold medals in the team
events, while in the individual category, it
secured four gald medals. These victories

They
hllxlydms.ututmdtvn politics all over the
country, When we bemaan the lack of civic
engagement among the youth, blame them
Tor poditical apathy, or are shocked at their ac-
quiescence in political bigotry, we should be
asking ourselves; Have we built the institu-
tions that cultivate constitutional values?
Wi h : ;

rary avatar? Wha is drawing the youthio con-
structive work? Who conmects their everyday
Issues and concerns to Larger politics? The
problem is not with them bt with us, We
have the meodel, The point is to act on it before
itis too late. Here ks a challenge, a life mission,
‘waiting for the Sane Gurujisol our times,

he writer is member, S\-\-'alwlndmm

called Tndia.

o Bharat fada Abliyaan,
Wiewsare pomnaf

Traditional with modern

Indic ideas can impart more rigour to good governance

LS PRESIDENT-ELECT DONALD Trump's de-
cision to create a new Department of
Government Efficiency and the shooting
down of a CEO of a premier healthcare com-
pany idhents
However, it's pnsdhlo 1o discern a common
message in Trumg's creation of a new depart-
ment and the gruesome incident, There s a
rowing realisation for the need for better and
more pcuplo nmnltdgnwmnm Aswe be-
i volone
of India’s mest popular prime ministers, Atal
Bihar Vajpayee, who was known for his em-
phasis on good governance, it is pertinent 1o
revisit the concept in the contesa of the chang-
ingy world arder. India’s experiments and ex-
pericnces could enrich the global endeavour,
There are at beast three reasons why re-
visiting good governance is critical today, Fiest,
in face of growing disenchantment with
democracy in several parts of the waorld, the
“unified theory” mooted by Harvard aca-
demic Pippa Norris merits serious consider-
ation. It's central thesis s that “the institu-
tions of bath liberal democracy and state

practice would require changing people's
mindsets tobe effective, Conversations in the
past 10 years in the country offer significant
chues, Third, wie should explore how the Indic
concept of Raj Dharma can resonate with the
modern idea of good governance.

As s well-known, the origin of the con-
ceptdates back bo 1992, A World Bank report
ofthat year, "Covernance and Development”,
miarks the first attempt at defining the con-
cept, Later, eight parameters were listed —
participaory, consensus-oriented, account-
able, transparent, responsive, effective and
elficient, equitalileand inclusive, mdthvn‘u;

|tl!mlmtdllsbad=dmthallndla um—

lines, adhk-hrhnn is an important element at

imated conceptsllee

nology”, “Lifestyle for Environment”,
“women-led development™ and “sab ko
prayes” for participative and development-
oriented governance. These merit consider-
ation for inclusion in the list of new charac-
teristics of Good Governance, There is
evidence tosuggest that India's success in the

the fou including gov-
ernande, PM Modi's Karmayogi project for
building capacities of government is gov-

have i India as the top chess na-
tiom in the world, The world admined the
steady and studied aggression of our play-
ers, At the same time, our powerful Pentad,

anlndn -specific AICF rating system.
They o integrat-

ing rhcss into schnnl curricula, creating e-
learning modules, identifying emenging tal-
ents, and strengthening  grassroots
academies to ensure AICF's long-term sus-
tainability, None of these are insurmount-
abile, The game was once a household staple
in Inddia, with every village boasting gifted
players. People had a natural flair for the
game, even in small towns like Gangoh,
where | grew up, These hidden geniuses
Thone their skills in towns and villages, wait-
ing for the right epportunity. Gukesh's vic-
tory and the feats of his NHIWHIH will

inspire them o d

Chess isntagame that Indiahas adopted,
Itisa homegrovn sport deeply woven into
the nation's cultural and traditional fabric,

{11 that chesscan pro-

the G-5 Harilea  Ourplaye
Dronavalljand Vaishali Rameshbabualong — duce ch
with  International Masters  Divira

Deshmukh, Vantika Agrawal and Tania
Sachdey —delivered brillant performances,
earning praise from the nation and Prime
Minister Narendra Mo,

Chess is a mind game, and everything

asa sport,
MNowy, Indian chess is poised towrite its next
golden chapter = a story the workd will ea-
gerhy watch unfold,

Thiewriter is the president of
the Al inclf Chess Federation

RUPEE & DOLLAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Currency
matgers' {IE, December 23), Last Wﬂ‘l:
the bnelian nupe
Llﬁdnl'l;lrmrk.'l‘luswdrmsdcqrr
concerms about the resilience of emeng-
ing market currencies, particularly inan
o, fueied iy
robust US economic data and a persist-
ently hawlkish Federal Reserve, India's
economic landscape has faced notabile
headwwings, Crowth has declined in the
last seven quarters, while a widened
merchandise trade deficit has added o
the strain. Immediate measures like RBI
interventions provide temporary relief,
Ibut the long-term focus must shift to-
warnds bolstering economic fundamen-

of digi ions has led o
true dummﬂnsanmdmhmhm LiFE or
lifestyle for environment isa proposition that
nabady can oppose, especially in the face of
the climate change challenge, Women-led

of law — as defining of Go

Governance. While the Banl's definition in-
corparates aspects of the process of delivery,
there is no mention of where Good

wpels men chauvin-
fsm and accept women's intrinsic ability to
lead, 1's a crucial step o ensuring gendes jus-
tice. Sab ka proyas, or “everyone making an

Governance actually Begins — imy

tion. Ay definition of good governance must
uncberline the importance of lawless, result-
oriented | ation, Sime |

effort,” nips in the bu out-

source development Dn lho government, In

lusblnswrl::on at Kanyakumari in May Inst
the

tation cannot be ensured without commit-
mient and passion by those in charge at the
grassroats level, alu!mlnn mnsnbc dwntvd

capacity need to be parallely
for

.llﬂyarguv that :Iw nlltcumodﬂlﬂ US elec-

light on th racy's
deficits ancl underlines the need for efficient
statecraft. Second, given the inevitable robe of
the human element in good governance,

totheir
of P2G2, a term coined by I‘nmc Nﬂundra
Modi when he was the chief minister of
Gujarat, PAG2 s pr ance

year, M M
ufthvlndlcmncoptufmﬂmd‘am.mﬂmrvw
the rade of India, He said, *Our efforts, from
empowering the poor to last-mile delivery,
have inspired the waorld by prioeitising indi-
viduals standing at the last rung of society,”
Owancu'n: u‘nrm-rﬁ Instnry aswell as
culture are i ions to make

emed by the same impulse. tals, By tuming challenges into opporiu-
The importance of Raj Dharma as reiter- nities, Inclia can chart a more resilient
eel by i Tead- path forward, ensuring that currency
ership fory i e, Nuctuations become a stepping stome
Kautilya's concept is in fact an ion of rather thana ing block,
Fu i i clmyar, The Ichoban Das, Kofta

Arthshastra reiterates that, "The king should
shoulder the responsibility of children, old,
chilelless women, diseased persons and above-
all infirm who d:d nn: have any na:urnl
dﬁcﬁhcsthvmns.uascwmtdﬂw state, Ina
similar vein, while describing Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharai's mrlwh:umlds lm\g;hlp.
many have used the term "

KEY TO WELLNESS

THIS REFERSTO the article, Forthe self

and the world' (IE, December 23 ), Life

Is getting back on track in tocday’s post-

Covid age, However, many lifestyle

changes made during the pandemic
ise mental, emotional, and

i - llwmnwimm\'ncnhlndsuhlms
sans any personal aggrandisement,

phy-uc:ll well-being. Meditation is a
practice rooted in Indian tradition, a

Inclia must share the ity of
shaping the global discourse, drawing from
the treasure of its eivilisational worldview,
The idea of South-South Cooperation woulkd
et new impetus if traditional societies take
the lead in reforming the apparatus of dem-
ncr.ulcmrlm I’M)Mcih.u alreadly con-
ir irdeas.

—1lh:l|cﬁnnwnnlmlmlw commitrment
and sense of responsibility, Without all this
Good Governance is merely theoretical

good gove rmance maore manllu:l'ul They
make the concept more purposeful and re-
suilt-oriented, As the Bhagwad Gita under-

Thee writer isin-charge of BIPs
department of Geod Governance

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

which helps in reducing
srms Itcan help with bringing phys-
iical and mental calmnm Itenh‘mm
positivity anc
can strengthen one's immune system
and can helpalleviate aches and pains.
Astmmlursmmﬁ meditationis a
il iotient and
it is worth commend ing that it has

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ibeen rediscovered to fight our daily
Tattles healthily,
Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

THIS REFERSTO the article, For the self
and the world' (IE, December 23),
Activities including meditation can
«calm the body and encourage bodily
stillness that also calms the mind,
Meditation is key in maintaining a fo-
cused mind, We live in a world where
work pressure and competition are in-
creasing, If one wishes (o tackle them,
4 centered mindset is necessary,

an and

spiritually, help a person sell-realise,
That is the power of this age-old Indian
tradition. The UN's recent declaration
of International Meditation Day is a
great step towards embracing and pro-
moting the benefits of the exercise,
Prachl Dixit, Jodhpur

POLL MONITOR'S TASK

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Change in
pollrules part of conspiracy todestroy
integrity of EC, says Cong' (IE,
Decembser 23], Ademocracy stands for
free, fair and ransparent elections. Amy
change in the functioning of elections
ought tobe discussed among all stake-
holders, be it political parties or the
public, The Centre’s unilateral decision
to limit public inspection of election
papers, without consulting ather polit-
Ical parties, undermines the ECand en-
wourages the body to be more opague
in its function, This is contrary to the
spirit. of a representative  and
transparent EC. In this case, the
Opposition'sconcermns about the Centre
destroying the integrity of the EC can-
not be ignored.

L B Murmiu, New Defhi




