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Causes of the rail track deaths have
more to do with malaises

anic and confusion seem to have trig-

gered the Lucknow-Mumbai Pushpak Ex-

press accident in Maharashtra that killed
12 people and injured at Jeast 10 others. Eyewit-
ness accounts talk about the rumour of a fire that
led to an alarm chain being pulled and the train
coming to a stop. Passengers often choose to get
down when their train makes unscheduled stops
and that is what happened near Pachora station
in Jalgaon district. Those who deboarded on the
side of an oncoming train on the adjacent track,
the Karnataka Express, were mowed down. Re-
ports talk about a curve that reduced the line of
sight of the driver of the oncoming train who, ne-
vertheless, promptly applied the brakes seeing
the flashing lights, as in the procedure adopted to
stop all other trains when one train stops midsec-
tion. The Karnataka Express was speeding and
had a braking distance of some 750 m; the Rajd-
hani needs more than a kilometre to stop. It
could have been worse had the brakes not been
applied promptly, railway officials have been qu-
oted as saying. Passengers deboarding a train and
facing danger is not uncommon either. Auto
doors that can be opened and closed only by rail-
way personnel - a feature of the Vande Bharat
and Rajdhani trains - may need to be fitted in
gzmrahnms:swzﬂ Mdmmcmlewnhd:m
own | such as a req
that the door locking system of each bogie match-
es with the rest, but it may well be worth the cost.

The panic shown by the passengers is a typical

response in India and is seen in stampedes. In
2017, a flower vendor on a rail platform bridge at
Elplunsmlhadstznmm Mumbai,
complained in Marathi of ‘her flowers falling’,
which commuters misunderstood to mean that
the bridge was collapsing, leading to a stampede
that killed 23 people. Probably, the series of rail-
way accidents in recent times was fresh in the
minds of the Pushpak Express passengers and ad-
ded to the panic. While those accidents, at first
glance, were caused by human errors or local
faults, they were actually a result of a long-term
and unaddressed need for enhancing railway sa-
fety. Further, initial media reports quoted railway
officials talking about “hot axle™ and "brake bind-
ing" that may have caused sparks and smoke,
which gave rise to fears of a fire, and in turn the
alarm chain being pulled. Brake binding happens
when a brake is applied by the driver but after its
release the brake does not disengage in one or
more bogies. The wheels, instead of rolling,
would only slide when speed picks up, leading to
the emission of sparks and smoke. Brake binding
is a case of poor maintenance. An inquiry by the
Commissioner of Railway Safety concerned, an
independent body of railway experts that does
not come under the Railway Ministry, should un-
cover the true cause of Wednesday's accident.
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WHO is right

The US. must return to WHO's fold
in its own interest

resident Donald Trump's decision to

withdraw the United States from the

‘World Health Organization (WHO), based
on charges of bias, is stunningly short sighted,
and deeply concerning to the global health com-
munity. Pundits are predicting that this maove, if
not withdrawn, or reconsidered, may well un-
leash the butterfly effect — a cascading set of un-
predictable consequences arising from even the
smallest of changes in a system. Soon after his in-
auguration, Mr. Trump wasted no time in an-
nwmngthebegnmgofﬂneprmdmdng
the US’s

World Health [Organization] npped us uﬂ"' The
U.S. will now leave the United Nations health
agency in 12 months’ time and stop all financial
contributions to its work. He accused the organi-
sation of mishandling the COVID-19 pandemic,
and of being partisan towards China, though the
U.S. contributed more to its coffers. The move
has not been entirely unexpected: during his pre-
vious term as U.S. l‘msidm!,herzlemle!slyu'ln
cised WHO for acting slow and being “owned and
controlled by China”; in 2020 he initiated a move
to halt funding to WHO, though it was scuppered
as his term came to an end.

Why is the withdrawal of the U.S. significant?
For starters, Mr. Trump is right — the US., which
is a founding member of WHO, is also its biggest
financial backer, contributing around 18% of its
overall funding. Withdrawal of these funds will
seriously impact health programmes being im-
plemented across the world, including interven-
tions for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and the eradica-
tion of certain infectious diseases. WHO is also
involved in ensuring equity of access to life-sav-
ing drugs for people across the world, building
stronger health systems, detecting and prevent-
ing disease outbreaks. If Mr. Trump could set his
petulance aside, it would be clear that global
health does not operate in silos, and neither a
stern countenance nor physical boundaries can
keep pathogens out of one’s own geography. If
any lessons have been learned at all from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, it is that no one is safe until
everyone is safe, and that collaboration among
nations, and open sharing of data and technology
are essential to tackle pandemics. WHO has
reached out to the U.S., hoping that it will recon-
sider its decision and engage once again with it.
As fantastic as it may sound, medicine is no stran-
ger to miracles of science, and the health com-
munity hopes one more will restore the U.S. back
to WHO's fold.
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India’s winding road to #EndTB

ast year, tuberculosis (TB) emerged,

once again, as the leading infectious

disease killer globally. The goals, i.e.,

End TB targets of 90% reduction in TB
deaths, 80% reduction in new cases, and zero
TB-affected families facing catastrophic costs by
2030, seem to be a distant dream. In 2018, India
extended the highest level of political
commitment for the cause by pledging to achieve
End TB targets on an accelerated timeline by
2025. However, the COVID-19 pandemic was a
huge pushback to the efforts.

is & public health
physician and
researcher based in
Pune, working in

Hmwzr,hztm.lhmw:samlmy-wide
break in the supply chain - it still i in

Immanmsm:rcesolfs:m)mdnllmgm

many parts. Shortage of key drugs in the centres,
many of which are unavailable in the open
market, left the beneficiaries and their families in
a struggle. Nandita Venkatesan, data journalist
and two-time TB survivor, says, "It takes many a
mile for pwTB to reach the finishing line of
treatment combating a wide range of side effects.
Shortage of such cnucnl medtcmesdmxptnhe
risking i and
dsezszmnmnesbbreom having to buy
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is also the hub for drug-resistant TB (DR'TB) and
TB deaths. While ambitious policies and
initiatives are rolled out from the national level,
the ground reality in India needs to be better
understood to translate them into effective
interventions.

Focus on vulnerable groups

India's National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP) clearly defines the high-risk
or vulnerable groups that are at risk of
contracting TB and developing adverse
outcomes.
DermMu'mpasdmmunandlwxder
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“We get around 1000 persons with TB in our
clinics every year and many of them have severe
lung damage owing to fine dust inhalation from
mining and stone carving. They are at risk for TB
dmmnullnhllury f:nmhhenhcosu,

Migrant workers also have an added
disadvantage of poor access to health-care
facilities. Dr. Mohan says, “They prefer to go back
to their native place if they fall ill and hence it is
not easy for the healthcare delivery system also to
keep track of their treatment.”

While a lot of attention is being paid to tackling
undernutrition among persons with TB (pwTB), a
host of other contributory factors in each
geography needs to be addressed, requiring

TB is a curable disease with effective and free
drugs from NTEP. A significant achievement for
India is the treatment initiation in more than 95%
of notified cases. This was possible, over the
years, by establishing an exclusive procurement
and supply chain system for the NTEP.

Nivarana

The chances of
ending TB by
2025 appear
bleak. but there
Is some hope

On extrapulmonary TB
Extrapulmonary TB (EP-TB) affects any organ of
rhebm!y lymph nodes, the kidneys, the brain,
the spinal cord, bones, joints, and skin. However,
the NTEP's main focus has been on pulmonary
TB affecting the lung, as it is most common and
transmissible.
Thshnnfﬂ’TBsahanZﬁafﬂ:enmﬁed
ases,hmwuhmuc i Itis

the NTEP. Dr. Rangaswamy
says, “Molecular tests are expensive and often
take time to access as they are mostly available
only at district Jevel. Results take time due to the
heavy workload and shortage of trained staff . In
effect, patients have to travel and incur more
expenses.”

Dr. Mohan says, “The CBNAAT
[Cartridge-based Nudeic Acid Amplification
Testing] and Truenat machines are not available
at many places, [as they are] mostly placed at
lthzld:stnctlevel Andvzryd\!mwhala

is the lab ian will not
be there and if the lab technician is there,
cartridge supply for the test would not be there.”
The staff pattern within the NTEP does not meet
the growing demands, with most now having
more work.

What needs to be done

Ownership at all levels is essential to make

pmg'ammcsvmrk Idukhdutrlnml(emla
1l d with bashree, one of the

often d/delayed from being di d due
to symptoms which are vague and mimic other
diseases. Dr. Deepak Chandra Badhani, a surgeon
working in rural Chhattisgarh, says, “Doctors in
Indian settings should have a high index of
suspicion for TB in the cases they see. Proper
history taking, thorough dlinical examination and
simple tests such as pus staining from a
non-healing ulcer can help diagnose TB. But
sadly, we wait for expensive, advanced tests just
mmnmnmmddcpendhm!ym
trugrs leading to sut .
delays and advanced disease.” He lays hasi:

largest women's self-help networks in the world,
for their TB elimination efforts. This resulted in

by go levels
created a huge impact. *It helped us achieve our
targets and sustain the activities,” says Dr. Cency
B., former District TB Officer of Idukki district,
and current Assistant Director, Kerala Health
Services.

She says, “Advocacy by political leadership
helps in providing platforms for cross learning
&ombeﬂmmsapographms.&n

on the training of general practitioners to pick up
EP-TB at the earliest and of the need to sensitise
frontline workers and integrating EP-TB into their
A study by Daniels and colleagues in Mumbai
shows that only 35% of private practitioners and

will have to go beyond
dmrmmmwudsmpemnd:mlhu"

While the chances of ending TB by 2025 look
bleak, there is some hope. India'’s case
notification reached the highest level and deaths
due to TB declined by 24% as compared to 2015,
which is way more than the global decline.

75% of donmsnuuld h huadmlmstm-elzwlsomwmam
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pmscrbe:nnbuxm:mlmferwﬂmany
diagnostic tests.

TB is an area where guidelines are updated
quite ly. However, studies done by Shah

recently showed the effective use of active case
hdn-ugbrm(advnutzdl‘whghrskmps)
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A grey birthday for the Election Commission of India

“ he executive Government is
instructing or managing things in
I such a manner that those people

who do not belong to them
either racially, culturally or linguistically, are
being excluded from being brought on the
electoral rolls. Electoral rolls are a most
ﬁmdamemzl(hlgmademnaacy

as a fundamental right,” said Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
in June 1949 in the Constituent Assembly while
introducing the Constitutional provision to set up
the Election Commission of India (ECD. All of
India's founding leaders agreed with this
unanimously. Tomorrow (January 25) is the 75th
anniversary of the birth of the ECI - also
celebrated as National Voters Day (January 25).
Sadly, India's founding leaders will feel let-down
by the ECl and not deem it to be a happy 75th
birthday.

The case of Maharashtra
Dr. Ambedkar was prescient in his warnings
about electoral roll manipulation by the
executive. While he was more concerned about
exclusion of voters through identity
discrimination, government interference in
electoral rolls can also be through a process of
mass inclusion of voters to tilt an election - as
seen in the recently held Maharashtra State
elections.

The ECI enrolled 9.7 crore voters for the 2024

t htra State electi e dra Modi
government’s Ministry of Health repart estimated
the entire adult population of Maharashtra
(18-plus years), in 2024, as 9.54 crore. The ECI, by
its own admission, registered 16 lakh more voters
than the official estimate of the total adult
pupulahn.arenifmweremamepnhﬂnhe
government’s estimate is only a projection, and
can vary, nmllunphestlmmﬂyloo%nrmm
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Commission of
India has

o

of all the adults in Mah das
voters for the State election. ‘l'hnsnsvzrysttang

celebrate on the

held just six months earlier, nor ever before in
any of the other large States. Then, how were
more people than the entire estimated adult
population of Maharashtra enrolled as voters only
for the State election?

Mass enrolment in just months
This is because 48 lakh people were registered as
new voters in just six months between the Lok
Sabha and the State elections. For context,
between 2019 to 2024, only 32 lakh new voters
were enrolled. In other words, 50% more people
were enrolled as voters in just six months vis-a-vis
ﬂnwwunﬁw)!arpawd Whalzd(nzhls
sudden, and intri rush by
to register and vote in the State election alone?
Clues emerge upon careful analysis of the
outcome. The BJP-led Mahayuti alliance gained 72
lakh more votes in the State election compared to
the Lok Sabha election. One would logically

mmkduzhzvhwalhammm
Lok Sabha election who then shifted al

wvoters? Or are they ghosts? Were their documents
verified when they were enrolled as voters? How
is it that all the new voters enrolled seem to have
voted for just one alliance?

Regardless of one's political affiliations, to a
rational mind, it is amply evident that there is
something amiss with the electoral rolls in the

election. Perhaps, there are sincere
answers to these questions. If so, is it not logical
to expect the ECI to release all the data in the
public domain and issue clarifications ina
transparent manner? But the ECI is conspicuously
silent and arrogantly dismissive of these
questions. A counter, which includes one by the
Chief Election Commissioner, is that if there was
such a large-scale addition nlduhmsorgml
wvoters, why were the Oppaosition parties with
lhﬂrwaﬂooms nota!enala@ to catch this in
time? This is a duplicitous way to absolve the ECI
using the line of a political party’s organisational
inefficiencies.

It is unfair and illegal to add vast numbers of
dxbmuvmsmlnﬂmcemelennnandns
1tis the ECI's i

the BJP alliance for the state election. But that is
not the case. Only 24 lakh such voters moved

responsibility to run a fair election. This is why
lmhaslmmdmgleadtnenn’ustadan
dent ECI with the

away from the Congress alliance & the two
elections. So, where did the BJP alliance get its
remaining 48 lakh (72 lakh - 24 lakh) votes from
for the State election?

It is not even the case that the BJP alliance got
its remaining votes from other parties and
independents, since this group too gained more
votes in the State versus Lok Sabha election. Itis
then rational to impute that 48 lakh people who
may not have voted in the Lok Sabha election,
enrolled as new voters for the State
election and voted for the BJP alliance.

Astonishingly, the ECI has confirmed offici
that it enrolled the exact same number, i.e., 48
lakh people, as new voters for the Maharashtra
election. Is this a miraculous coincidence, a case
of divine intervention or executive interference,
as Dr. Ambedkar had warned 75 years ago?

y of
preserving India’s dedml sznmtyandnot to be
reliant on political parties.

Use Aadhaar

The Maharashtra incident reveals the importance
of using Aadhaar to ‘unghost’ and de-duplicate
electoral rolls and use its biometric verification

for voting. Of course, not even a single eligible
citizen should be denied his vote, and an
appropriate backup process can be evolved for
those whase biometric verifications fail. The
sanctity of electoral rolls is of supreme
importance and is the foundation of India’s
electoral democracy. Aadhaar verification of
electoral rolls and voting is the birthday cake that
the ECI must be given to preserve and strengthen
India's electoral democracy. It is an idea that even

because the ECI neither enrolled nearly all adults anniversary of ‘What explains the sudden rush of new voters Dr. Ambedkar and other founding leaders may

as voters for the Maharashtra Lok Sabha election its founding day in six months for the State election? Are they real | approve of.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Online ‘distractions’ bringing back printed measures and adopting compartments is still a in Tamil Nadu signals a government needs to act

At last, the of after cutting-edge technologies. distant dream. Our trains troubling lack of faith in decisively to improve

Tamil Nadu may be right in about digital learning and With vast numbers of are overcrowded and Tamil Nadu's law professionalism, and ensure

one area (Tamil Nadu page, | its impact on student focus people relying on trains for overloaded and tickets are enforcement. The recent gender sensitivity and

“Mobile phones and other and skills. In a world where transportation across the issued in excess than the case of assaultina accountability within the

screens are distractions, tech is made out to be king country, it is essential to capacity. The Indian university campus in the force. Restoring trust in law

says Governor”, January 23). | in every sphere, thisis a safeguard them from Railways should realise that | city, and its handling, enforcement is critical to

Perhaps he meant itin a very significant move that catastrophes (Page 1, it serves the nation and its underscores the perceived ensuring justice, public

general sense, but it is needs study. January 23). motto should be on 'safety inability of the State police safety, and the state’s

worth talking about the V. Subramaniam, Sathishkumar B., first” and not money. to deal with such matters credibility in maintaining

recent move made by Chennai Vellore, Tamil Nadu Balasubramaniam Pavani, effectively. The judiciary’s law and order.

Sweden in a related area. In Secundersbad strong ¢ to the I 5

2009, Sweden replaced Rail passenger safety Despite all the technological government highlight the Chennai

books with computers. But The Indian Ranhuys must advancements, there is no Policing at a crossroads urgency of systemic reform. Letters emailed to

in 2024-25, it has focus on pri impi in safety The repeated intervention This erosion of trust in the letters@thehindu.co.in

€104 million to reverse this passenger safety by systems. A proper alerting of the higher judiciary in the | State police jeopardises must carry the full pastal

move. The country is implementing robust system connecting all handling of sensitive cases public confidence. The address and the full name,
a @ -~ 1lm S - » o o=
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Is poverty being underestimated in India?

[ PARLEY |

ast month, the government released a
L factsheet on the 202324 Household

Consumption Expenditure Survey

(HCES), which recorded a decline in
poverty in urban and rural areas, Over the last
few years, policymakers and academics have
debated the issues of incomparable data sets,
the umwilnbillty of dmn md the defmlﬁm of
an
poverty line. Is puv:rty b:ing unduutimamd tn
India? P.C. Mohanan and N.R. Bhanumurthy
discuss the question in a conversation
maoderated by Samreen Wani, Edited excerpts:

How do you define poverty? Is poverty being
underestimated in India?

P.C. Mohanan: We had a stable definition of
povcnyﬁnmthehwlmwzooﬁ We started
with the exy d for a
minimum calorie diet and that used to be
updated every five years using the National
Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data. When the
NSSO started the whole exercise, its estimates of
private expenditure and those of the National
Accounts were very similar, so there was no
controversy. But over the years, their estimates
diverged so much that questions came up about
the accuracy of the NSS data.

Then, the government appointed the
Tendulkar Committee. At the same time, the
NSSO also started experimenting with different
methodologies to improve the collection of
consumption expenditure and that meant using
different recall periods. (A recall period is when
a respondent is asked to recall their
consumption expenditure over a specific time
period.) After 201112, the government neither
had official poverty estimates nor conducted a
survey. le started using alternative
estimates of expenditure and later, the
multidimensional poverty index was used. So,
using certain data sets, there have been claims
that poverty has drastically come down. But that
is questionable because it depends on the
poverty line and the data.

N.R. Bhanumurthy: In the last two decades,
the number of people below the poverty line has
drastically come down, whatever line you take.
But the delta between the two decades (the
change in poverty estimation over a period of
time) is very large for many reasons such as high
GDP growth, increase in puhlk expmditum

th a number of flagship

ini by the Union and Sm: mmmmu.
and an improved public delivery system. In
addition, we still have the National Food
Security Act, which covers nearly 80 crore
people. So, saying that people still live in

Abeggar lnunmlhodeuty K RAGESH

extreme poverty would be counter-intuitive, if
that is happening.

Initially, while defining poverty, we were
talking about calorie consumption alone. Now,
the definition has been broadened. And that is
the way to go. If you use the Tendulkar line or
the Rangarajan line, you might get different
numbers, but the change between two rounds in
both the methods would be more or less the
same and close to 17% or 18%. Dr. Rangarajan
himself estimated that poverty was close to 10%
based on the 2022:23 survey. With the recent
factsheet, | wouldn't be surprised if poverty
would have come down further to single digits.

‘What are your concerns with the HCES data?

PCM: Over the years, there has been a
divemmce between the NSSO per capita

data and
those from the National Accounts. Some of the
issues were because of the recall period. The
NSSO started experimenting with different recall
periods. While it set a seven-day recall period for
certain items, it set a 30-day period for others,
But these estimates then could not be compared
with previous consumption estimates, which
had different recall periods. We had the uniform
reference period (URP), where we had 30 days
of recall for all items, and the mixed ref

Very few people have tried to create a new
poverty line for the new kind of methodology
that the NSSO Is following, This Is a major gap.
P MOMANAN

by visiting households in three sittings instead of
one. This way, data reporting is better because
respondents get more time and can recall better.
The current methodology will still give us higher
expenditure. But if you use this data on the
older line, your estimate will come
down. Very few people have tried to create a
new poverty line for the NSSO's new
methodology. This is a major gap.

NRB: We need to improve the methodology. We
cannot go with a URP because some
expenditures would not have been made in the
last seven days or the last month. Right now we
are looking at a slightly broader aspect of
consumption. If you look at the factsheet, food
articles constitute less than 50% of the total
consumption basket. So, it shows that we are not
spending on food items alone and are looking at
other services for the household. In
that sense, there is a need for us to re-examine
the old methodology. The present criticism is
with the estimate that suggests a decline in
poverty by over 17% between two rounds, |
would say that whatever poverty line we use, the
decline in the number of poor between 201112
and 202324 would be closer to 17% or more.

‘What do we know about poverty in rural and
urban regions?

PCM: The data show that the rural-urban
differential in consumption is actually coming
down. Rural areas are doing better. But the idea
of a rural area that we have is based on the 2011
Census, 5o a significant portion of the rural areas
is basically urban or peri-urban in character.
Earlier, food expenditure used to be the major

period (MRP) using 30 days (food) and 365 days
(for other goods). Tendulkar estimated poverty
based on MRP. Then we had the modified mixed
reference period (MMRP) - seven days for food
items along with 30 days and 365 days for other
items, This gives you a higher estimate of
expenditure because your recall is better. If you
use the higher expenditure distribution on a
lower poverty line, which is what many
researchers have done, naturally your poverty
goes down. Rangarajan had suggested a different
methodology in his committee report, but the
government did not acoept that. In the last two
years, the NSSO has made a further modification

of rural ption patterns. But
the 202223 data show that a substantial number
of items are the same in urban and rural areas
now, which means rural consumption has
actually changed in terms of diversity. We need
to put a statistical base in place, including a
Census, so we know what is rural and urban.

NRB: There should be clear-cut separation of
what is rural and urban. If we decide to shift
peri-urban to urban areas, I think urban poverty
would have declined much faster than the
preliminary estimates we have now. In any case,
at the aggregate, we see a sharp fall in the
number of poor, but in terms of consumption,

we have to look at public policy interventions.

Where do you stand on an upward revision
of the poverty line in India?

PCM: A h paper by the
Agrarian Studies md the Ramnjan
methodology on the 2022:23 HCES data. They
estimated around 25% poverty. I'm not clear
that by just updating a poverty line in that
fashion, we would have a definite estimation.
But we need to have some agreement on a

for

and the gor needs to
stand behind that. ’nm is unlikely to happen.

NRB: With the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) laying down $2.15/day as a
poverty line, even their estimates suggest

poverty was just about usmmzon So, I don't
agree with the 25% figure that Dr. Mohanan is
quoting. NITI Aayog’s estimates also don't really
support that number. However, | agree with him
that we need to have a clear-cut methodology
for a poverty line estimation, but at the same
time we need to stick to a single poverty line.

'l'lmh-v:bnnmmcrlﬂd-mnpinﬂ Niti
Aayog's multidimensional poverty index.
UNDP's index has 10 indicators and India’s
index has 12, Is this criticism valid?

NRB: The UNDP has one methodology for all
countries, It is only a framework that suggests
what needs to be part of your consumption
basket. But it is left to the countries to customise
that methodology. Broadening that basket is the
right way to do it. We have rightly added bank
accounts and maternal health to the 10
indicators that the UNDP includes in its index.

PCM: 1 am not sure about that because
multidimensional poverty tells you whether you
are deprived of that particular indicator or not.
Now there are many indicators which may not
be applicable to a household. When you don’t
have a child, all those indicators related to a
child are not relevant, so that household is not
deprived of those things. Many of the indicators
actually don't go down. Once you have access to
electricity, a bank account, etc., you don't get
deprived of those indicators in future, This

will never go up. Poverty estimates will
continue to stay low because of the way the
indicators have been selected. There is no scope
for getting deprived in future. We don't measure
income vulnerability and we need to do that,

¥, To listen to the full interview
E Scan the code or go to the link
warw thehindu.com

The importance of the critical review

Well written critical reviews, more than the positive ones, add to the

[ NOTEBOOK _]

treasury of anecdotes and folklore that nourish a literary community

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
An Aadhaar card for a tree

G Sampath

he lit fest season is here, and like
some migratory birds seen only
in winter, books and authors are
enjoying more conversational space,
beyond the editorial equivalent of a wil-

dlife sanctuary

A quarter cel

first byline as a

respectable newspaper and magazine
had at least one weekly page, if not more,
devoted to book reviews. There was this

exotic species
“Books Editor’,

whose sole remit was to read books, com-
mission reviews, and attend launches,
They would be courted by publishers in
the morning, authors in the afternoon,
and colleagues at all times of the day -
begging to borrow a book from the grow-
ing pile of new titles on their desks,

The books page had no overt links to
politics or business, nor was it compara-
ble to the op-ed pages in terms of in-
fluence. Yet it was closely followed, and
drew attention disproportionate to its

acknowledged

cation's scheme of things editorially,

commercially,

seen as adding intellectual heft to the pu-
blication's brand identity.

Over the years, a number of factors
have combined to erode the prominence

and space that

The Hindu being one of the exceptions.
The first was a general sense that people
ding less time consuming books,
was the exit of many small, inde-
pendent publishing houses that encour-
aged unusual, local talent, Lastly, a pro-

are s
Anot!

nounced  tilt

non-fiction and marki
tion on the part of the big publishers leﬂ

little scope for

could spark elaborate debates. At the
same time, authors (and not just publish-
ers) began to think of a review as a public-
Mmp rather than as a journalistic form

~the section.

mm.whenlgmmy

critic, almost every is seen as

the reviewer would, with justification,
take the author to the cleaners, has be-
come rare. The norm today is the favour-
able review. If the book is bad, the review-
er either gives a neutral synopsis of the
book or does a balancing act by sand-
wiching the criticism between praise -
this way the reader is forewarned, the
writer gets blurb-worthy lmes and the re-

But whl! 1 have learned over years of

of journalist known as
now sadly nearly extinct,

importance in the publi-

or budget-wise. It was

books commanded, with
him) review

fewing is that being objecti
the same as being fair. Those who con-
fused the two often became susceptible
to what the legendary film critic Pauline
Kael termed “saphead objectivity”. A fair
response to a terrible book is a proper
pasting, and there is nothing objective
about it. But that's more likely in a liter-
ary culture where writers, critics, and pu-
blishers are attuned to a robust tradition
of dishing it out as well as taking it on the
chin and readers aj
change, as happened during my stint as
books editor with a now-defunct daily.

1 had commissioned the review of a
novel to a freelancer who, Hearnt only la-
ter, had some history with the novelist.
When the review came in, | was stunned
by how harsh it was. I had my doubts, but
there was deadline pressure, and I decid-
ed to back the reviewer’s judgment. We
went with it. The writer, an influential i
gure, did not like it. But he was quick to
share it on Fmboo.k. The terrible (for

reciate the ex-

is not

publicity

Workers install a plate with a QR code on a Chinar tree at the Nishat Bagh on the banks of the Dal lake In Srinagas. Under the ‘Digital Tree Aadhaar’ conservation initiative, Chinar
trees, which are a cultural symbol of Jammu and Kashmir and are facing threats due to urbanisation, are being provided with unqglue identification codes. Scanning the QR code
will glve a person information about the tree's geographical location, health, and growing patterms, IMRAN NISSAR

for the book.

cnmmen:inl
ted genre fic

toward

controversial works that

But not all authors are sporting when it
comes to negative reviews, Many take it
personally. Though painful to the writer,
well written critical reviews, more than
the positive ones, add to the treasury of

lotes and folklore that nourish a lit-
erary community. Not too long ago, the
sort of banter between writers and critics
we now witness at lit fest panels used to
unfold on the books pages of newspap-
ers. If books sections are to reclaim so-
mething of their erstwhile glory days, fair

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 24, 1975

AlkIndia institute of epigraphy

Dharwar, Jan. 23: The need for the
establishment of an all-India institute of
epigraphy was stressed here yesterday by the
Union Minister of State for Law and Company

its own literary attributes, yet critical reviews would certainly help, Affairs, Dr Sarojini Mahishi.
One outcome of all this was that the lnmmmim the first annual Congress of
negative review, especially the one where sampath i the al Society of India the Minister
* @ - » a a

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

said the establishment of a co-ordinating
to undertake a thorough survey of all
inscriptions in the country before they are
or lost was necessary since the
reconstruction of Indian history could not be
made without a scientific study of all
inscriptions by competent scholars. She also
recalled the contribution made by the
epigraphy branch of the Arch
Surwy of India and certain State departments
towards the ad of
epignphul research.
EEE

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

Monkey gland traffic

A large number of the unfortunate monkeys
destined for thyroid gland treatment are still
cooped up in their wooden crates at Crawford
Market awaiting shipment. They are to be taken
on board a German ship in the course of a few
days, their ultimate destination being
Burmingham.
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Artistic maverick: Avant-garde directo

actor, compi

e, and painter D

last week at the age of 78, ser

What lay beneath David Lynch’s unique
approach to cinema?

David Lynchs evocative style, marked by surreal imagery and unconventional storytelling reveals a deep understanding of gendered existence,

exploring the complexities of womens lives through empathy: his works unravel layered narratives, offering a look at trauma and identity

Nitika Francis

moldy, severed ear on a patch
of suburban grass, filled with
crawling ants. The head of an
adult human sheared off and
replaced by the visage of a grotesque baby
alien. An extra-dimensional room fully
curtained in red, inhabited by a giant, a
dwarf, a cluster of nerves, and a dead girl.

David Lynch’s filmography revelled in
the evocative strangeness of images like
this. The avant-garde director, actor,
compaoser, and painter passed away last
week at the age of 78 due to emphysema
from years of smoking.

His trademark deviation from the
realm of Hollywood storytelling, via
surreal imagery that disrupts the spatial
and temporal universe of a ilm or
television series, proved to be so uniquely
influential that this style garnered the title
of “Lynchian”

The flavour of his craft came from his
belief in putting forth an uncompromised
vision that he, very famously, would not
explain, “People have a yearning to make
an intellectual sense of (cinema). And
when they can’t do that, it feels
frustrating, but they can come up with an
explanation from within if they just allow
it... What something is and what
something isn't, and they might agree
with their friends or argue with their
friends. But how could they agree or
argue if they don't already know it?” he
wrote in his autobiography, Catching the
Big Fish: Meditation, Consciousness, and
Creativity.

Evoking empathy

His work demands from his audience the
process of feeling, rather than
understanding. His use of silence, words,
sound design, and colour comes together
with the intent of evoking an experience
specific to each member of his audience.
In worlds of incomprehension, with few
rational, linear, or coherent conclusions

to be drawn, empathy is the most easily
accessible component of Lynch's art

Lynch pioneered surrealist cinema in
Hollywoaod, an art movement that has,
since its inception in the 1920s, deified
the female and reduced her to a
miysterious object of desire, a canvas to
project ideas and thought-provoking
visuals onto (see: Hans Bellmer's The
Doll), rather than beings with inner
complexities that deserve to be explored
in their own right

Lynch does not necessarily fall into this
category. Mutholland Drive, widely
regarded as his magnum opus, is
surface a neo-noir about an amnesiac
woman, Rita (played by Laura Harring),
falling in love with Betty (played by Naomi
Watts), another woman who is helping
her solve the mystery of who she is. An
hour into the runtime, and perhaps two
hours into mulling over the film's ending,
leads to a general conclusion that the ilm
portrays the fractured psyche of a woman
traumatised by the structural inner
workings of Hollywood and the effects of
sexual abuse via the casting couch.

In a scene now famous for its
disturbing implications, a frazzled, more
human Betty, who is in a different realm,
identified as Diane Selwyn, sits on a couch
and pleasures herself while profusely
sobbing. The scene can be interpreted as
a representation of women’s complicated
relationship with pleasure, especially in a
space such as Hollywood, where the
#MeToo movement in 2017 solidified that
opportunities are withheld from actresses
in exchange for sexual favours.

Watts” performance invokes pain and
confusion in the viewer, while the story
directs attention to an unavoidable
struggle of presenting oneself as
feminine; how much of one's sexuality is
one’s own choice? The blonde-brunette
pairing of Watts and Harring, who is
interpreted as a part of Diane's psyche,
represents an internal Madonna-whore
complex.

Lynch’s empathetic lens on women
allows him to deploy recognisable tropes
without shoehorning a woman's
personhood into them. Blue Vehwt's
Dorothy Vallens (played by Isabella
Rossellini) is, at first glance, a typical
damsel in distress; a battered woman
abused by her deranged husband. And
yet, when she encounters Jeffrey
Beaumont (played by Kyle Maclachlan),
she pulls a knife on him and forces him to
hit her and submit to her.

In 1986, when this film came out, this
depiction of Vallens was famously bashed
as misogynistic by veteran film critic,
Roger Ebert, “..when you ask an actress
to endure those experiences, you should
keep your side of the bargain by putting
her in an important film," he remarked in
his review.

In hindsight, however, both the female
leads in the film, the brunette Vallens and
the blonde Sandy (played by Laura Dern),
are postmodern parodies critiquing the
two tropes into which women are
categorised; the quintessential good girl,
Sandy is overtly sweet and inexperienced,
while Vallens is an emulation of Gustave
Flaubert's Madame Bovary, seemingly
sexually empowered because she wants
her subjugation.
allens is a reflection of the trauma
endured by women who are driven
towards sexual acts of self destruction
and an astute look into the complexities
of sexual dynamics between genders.

Dissecting womanhood

Lynch's most extensive expansion of a
woman's personhood, undoubtedly
be found in his deeply influential
collaboration with Mark Foster, Twin
Peaks. The television series, whose first
two seasons aired in 1990, was one of the
first works to inject auteur directing into
mainstream television. The show is driven
by the mystery of who killed Laura
Palmer (played by Sheryl Lee) and, as it is
unraveled, the audience is further

an

exposed to the person underneath the
poised dead body that washed ashore in
this small town, the homecoming queen
tragically robbed of her youth,

Laura is seen as the perfect
girk-next-door by the people of Twin
Peaks, the ideal of American girlhood. As
the episodes go by, we see her
self-destructive escapades and
tumultuous relationships with her
maother, best friend, boyfriend, secret
boyfriend, and cocaine. Lynch once again
breaks apart the rosy image of American
suburbia, this time with a sharp focus on
the nuclear family. Laura was a victim of
incest perpetuated by her father Leland
(played by Ray Wise), and is portrayed as

victim. While Lynch and Foster do
foray into glamourising her destructive
tendencies with strobe lights and nudity,
they ultimately attribute said tendencies
to her father's abuse

Here, empathy is imparted to these
characters with a delicate nuance. Leland,
it turns out, was also sexually abused
by his grandfather. While this explains his
perpetuation of the same abuse, it does
not, by any means, justify it. Leland is still
portrayed as the devil incarnate, and is
revealed to be the culprit,

In the final scene of the spinoff film,
Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With Me, which
depicts Laura’s last day on earth, Laura,
now dead, is seen in the red room, a
realm frequented by various characters of
the show from time to time. She is visited
by an angel and begins to smile widely as
she weeps heavily, with a sense of relief
The detective who unravelled the
stery, Dale Cooper (played again by
3 ahlan), stands beside her, hand
on her shoulder, a vision of empathy, not
truly understanding, but understanding.

In a turbulent world of sexual abuse,
constant objectification, a flattening of
personhood into archetype, death was
the highest act of kindness that Lynch
could bequeath upon his most polarising
starlet.
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A quiz to mark the 80th birthday of noted Hindi film maker Subhash Ghai

V. V. Ramanan
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Visual Question:
This is a still from which Ghai film that starred the veteran actors Dilip
Kumar and Raa) Kumar, HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES
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5. Nat
\ principles. Ans: jus soll, jus sanguinis and jus
matrimonil
Visual: The protest is re
Australia
Early Bird: Manaswi Dhavale

the country, of due to employn
the citizenship is granted. A
2. Cltizenship of the Mercosur is granted to eligible

administrativ
nation, granting residents certain rights and participation
in local governance,

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily
1. This country grants citizenship only under

onal circumstances. If one is a cardinal residing in
ent within the church,
atican City

citizens of which bloc? Which are the countries part of

the bloc? Ans: Southern Common Market, comprising
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay

3. These citizens are the m:
association of 56 member states. Ans: Commonwealth
of Nations

4. This form of citizenship e

\bers of this interational

s within a smaller

unit, like a state

f prow

e, within a

istinct from thelr national

citizenship at the country level. What is this citizenship
called? Ans: Subnational citizenship

nality law can be broadly categorised into th

0 which country? Ans:

Know your
English

K. Subrak
S. Upendran

“The second rule is.

“Before you go to the second rule, I'd
like to tell you something. | agree that
what I write should be clear. I don't agree
that writing should be simple. If you use
simple words, your writing or speech will
be colourless. It won't be impressive.”

In other words, you are saying that
‘expectoration is forbidden’ is more
impressive than ‘Don't spit”. It is
unfortunate that a lot of people in our
country are impressed by ‘words of
learned length and thund'ring sound’.
Some of us think that we shall make a
powerful impression if we use abstract
words. The second rule [ was about to tell
you when 1 was interrupted by you is:
‘Prefer the concrete to the abstract’,
Abstract’ refers to the ideal and the
general, ‘Concrete’ refers to the material
and the specific. Abstract nouns are
generally uncountable and concrete
nouns are countable, Child is a countable
noun. Childhood is not. An abstract noun
is generally the name of quality, action or
state. Beauty, strength, poverty, growth
are abstract words. Abstract nouns are
generally derived from adjectives, verbs
and common nouns. ‘Mildness’ is from
‘mild’, consideration is from ‘consider’,
‘boyhood' is from ‘boy” "

“Why should we prefer the concrete to
the abstract?"

“The necessity of proper perception of
the deterioration of the system of
examination is of paramount importance.
Can you change the sentence so that it
can be understood more easily?"

“Let me try. ‘The necessity of proper
perception’ can be changed to “The need
to perceive properly’; ‘deterioration of the
system of examination’ to ‘the
deteriorating examination system’
paramount importance’ to ‘is very
importan:

“Don't you think it is clearer when
concrete words are used? Let us take
another sentence: The implementation of
this scheme will result in expenditure of
an enormous amount of money. Can you
change this into a simpler sentence?"

“One will have to spend a lot of money
to carry out this scheme.

" You must cut out unnecessary
abstract words, Then sentences become
clearer, easier to understand.”

Abstract words shouldn’t be used at

Z

is of

say that. They can be used if
) ect clarity. Don'’t think that a
simple style is a colourless style. Look at
the last paragraph of Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address: ‘But, in a larger sense, we
cannot dedicate - we cannot consecrate
we cannot hallow - this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who
struggled here, have consecrated it, far
above our poor power to add or detract.
The world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it can
never forget what they did here. It is for
us the living, rather, to be dedicated here
to the unfinished work which they who
fought here have thus far so nobly
advanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining
before us ~ that from these honoured
dead we take increased devotion — that
we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain ~ that this
nation, under God shall have a new birth
of freedom ~ and that government of the
people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth’”
Published in The Hindu on November
11, 1994

Word of the day

Knavery:
lack of honesty; acts of lying, cheating or
stealing

SYNONYMS: trickery, mischied, deceit

Usage: she was punished for her knavery
when she stole money from her friend,

Pronunciation: newsth.live/knaverypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /nervari/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context
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NEWS IN N\UMBERS
Number of voters

Number of schools

in Bihar over 120

closed in Bangkok due
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Funds to be raised by

Record number of

Soldiers dead in an

IREDA via qualified

pilgrims taking a dip

ambush by

years old

Bihar has a total of
l43 7,80,22,933 elbectors of

which 41,000 are
registered centenarian voters according to
the latest Election Commission data. The
data shows that the State has 16,07,527
electors who are In the age group from 80
years 10 120 years and above.

to air pollution

Alr pollution forced
200555

close on Thursday,
authorities sald, as officlals urged people
to work from home and restricted heavy
vehicles. By Thursday maming, the Thal
capital was the sixth most polluted major
ity In the world, according to IQAIr

institutional placement

5000

board has approved a plan 1o ralse funds

In ¥ crore,
State-owned
IREDA sald its

at Maha Kumbh

in crore, The ongoing Maha
10 Kumbh has crossed a

milestone for pilgrims taking
adip at the Trivenl Sangam. The

ex-Philippine rebels

Former Muslim rebels ambushed

govermnment troops assigned to

escort UN staff visiting the
southern Philippines wounding 12 others.

through the qualified
placement route, The company sald the
financial resources will support the
demand for green energy financing.

of pligrims has been consistently rising,
with lakhs arriving daily to bathe and gain
spiritual merlt. o

that the number

The UN and the Philippine military both
condemned Wednesday's attack on
Basllan Island. we
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EXPLAINER

AnuMaria Joseph

Padmashree Anandhan

The story so far:
n January 1, Ivory Coast
President Alassane Ouattara
announced that French troops
would withdraw from the

country by the end of the month, On
December 26, in Chad, France handed
over its military base in Faya-Largeau and
began the withdrawal of troops following
the jon of a defence

agreement in November, On December 3
Senegalese President Bassirou Diomaye
Faye called for the closure of all French
military bases, commenting that their
presence was “incompatible” with the
country's national sovereignty, Senegal,
Ivory Coast, and Chad have joined three
West African countries — Mali, Niger, and
Burkina Faso - asking for French troop’s
withdrawal, marking a major blow to
France's waning influence in the region.

Why did Chad, Ivory Coast, and
Senegal ask for French troop's
withdrawal?

il

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu o twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

Is France’s influence in West Africa over?

Why did Chad, Ivory Coast, and Senegal ask for the withdrawal of French troops? What does the withdrawal signify for Europe’s waning influence in Africa? How
has Russia benefited from this?

the Islamic state and al Qaeda across West
Africa since 2014, Despite their military
presence, French troops failed to quell
the insurgency in the region. Besides, it
has spread, degenerated, and intensified
across the region. This ralsed anti-French
sentiments alongside a public demand for
their withdrawal,

‘Third, West Africa’s quest to move
beyond France. Recently, many West
Alrk an countries have shown interest in

First, the narrative on i
with national sovereignty. France han
around 1,000 troops in Chad, 600 in
Ivory Coast, and 350 in Senegal. Since
independence, France had colonial pacts
with these former colonies to maintain
economic, political, and military
influences, referred to as ‘Frangafrique’,
In Senegal and Ivory Coast, French troops
have been stationed since 2014 as part of
Operation Barkhane, For Chad, the
defence pact existed for decades and does
not align with its security requirements.
Chad's President Mahamat Daby says
ending the defence agreements is like
taking back national sovereignty. Ivory
Coast and Senegal have followed in
similar footsteps for a reciprocal
relationship that respects each other's
independence and sovereignty.

Second, public dissatisfaction over
French presence. French troops have
been IJnIna insurgent groups linked to

i their relations from
traditional wlml.d to new partners, The
military governments in West Africa, Mali,
Niger, and Burkina Faso, have built

Powaer shift: French troops have been fighting insurgent groups linked to the islamic state and al Qaeda
across West Africa since 2014, are

have strengthened in the region with the
new Alliance of Sahel states between Mali,
Niger, and Burkina Faso. The common
anti-French sentiments would likely bring
Chad, Senegal, and Ivory Coast to join the
Sahel alliance and an opportunity to
boost reglonal counter-terrorism efforts.

What does the withdrawal mean for
France?
The withdrawal would have four
implications - first, the obituary of the
‘Fm\wfrlqut Under French President

| Macron, the withd | murks
theend of * l-rnngnrrlquc. giving

to

military ties with Russian me: w0
fight insurgency. For military Jeaders,
Russian mercenaries do not come with
the baggage of adhering to democratic
values, Besides, Russia has successfully
spread an image as a better security
provider in Africa,

What does French withdrawal mean
for African countries?

For Africa, French withdrawal means the
end of France's decades-long infl

astrong
eclmlrmk and diplomatic foothold.
Second, the decline in political influence
affects economic relations, Since 2010,
President Ouattara has been in term with
suppurl from France; however former
Ghbagbo's in 2020

of international values and human rights
will be undermined in the new reality.
Fourth, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger
have pushed out French troops
involuntarily, which are now either
replaced by Russian mercenaries or
engulfed in a military coup, making
French influence impossible. It is
uncertain for the Ivory Coast, given its
political and economic thes with France
even after independence.

Is there a larger waning European
influence in Africa?

In the wlmhknl era of contlicts,
Europe's declining presence and the
competition from Russia and China in
Africa were the least focused, The EU is
struggling with the shifting political
landscape, security issues from the war in
Ukraine, and larger economic strain;
therefore handling autocracies, migrants,
and anti-Europe sentiments has been put
on the back burner, In the kst few
decades, Germany, France, and the UK,
have called down their development
funding, leading to increased military
coups and greater involvemnent of external
actors. To gain a political and security
presence in Africa, Russia has filled the
military vacuum, while China asserts its
economic influence through the Belt and
Road Initiative, The EU's trade surplus has
declined by 15%, from 55 billion euros to
35 billion euros between 2022 and 2023,
In comparison, China maintains a surplus
of more than 70 billion euros.

Militarily, Russia has benefited from the
troops’ withdrawals. Whether this will
change the right-wing governments in
Europe is worth asking. The 2024

rhnllcmed palitical stability. Without
political influence, fulfilling France's
economic interests can be problematic.

i of these parties can be useful
in this regard. Their policies are more
security-oriented in managing borders
and mlxranu rather than being

Third, a waning mlllur) P would
impact The

However, in Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso,
French withdrawal and Russia’s arrival
has not addressed or contained
insurgency. Rather, these three countries
rank among the top in the Global
Terrorism Index 2024 by the Institute for
Economics & Peace. The military regimes

military has nxppumd pro-France
African leaders to maintain political and
economic stability. French Armed Forces
have been stationed in support of UN
operations since the Ivorian Civil War,
Therefore, projecting France as a global
fighter against terrorism and a defender

driven, In the mmin. yvarl.
Europe's forelgn policy approach will be
more inward-looking, with few EU
members looking to expand markets into
Africa while facing competition from
China.
The authors are Project Assoctates at the
National Institute of Advanced Studies,
ngalore
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West African countries are
maving away from traditional
colontal ties with France,
seeking partnerships with
global powers for security and
economic cooperation.

v

Chad, Ivory Coast, and Senegal
requested French troop
withdrawals, citing
Incompatibility with national
soverelgnty and public
dissatisfaction over France’s
fallure to curb Insurgencies,

France's withdrawal marks the
end of ‘Frangalrique’,
diminishing its political,
military, and economic
presence n Africa, while Russia
and China continue to expand
thelr Influence in the region.

How does Trump’s 75-day
order affect the TikTok ban?

What law led to the banni

Joho Xavier
The story so far:

n January 20, after taking
office as the 47th President of
the U.S., Donald Trump signed

an order that gave TikTok a
75-day lifeline. The shortvideo sharing
platform went offline for U.S. based users
Just a day earlier following a protracted
legal and political battle that ended ina
federal ban, TikTok appealed to the U.S,
Supreme Court, The court upheld the
ban, making both Google and Apple
remove the app from their app stores.
Web-hosting platforms were also ordered
to cut ties with the platform or face fines
of as much as $5,000 per user.

Based on what law was TikTok
banned?
The controversial law, ‘Protecting

Americans from Forelgn Adversary
Controlled Applications Act,’ signed by

‘X W a ‘

former President Joe Biden aimed at
blocking apps controlled by the US's
foreign adversaries from operating in the
country. It specifically targeted TikTok,
owned and controlled by ByteDance, a
Chinese firm, The goal is to prevent
potential threats to national security from
apps that may be used for espionage, data
collection, and other harmful activities,

How does the law apply?

Under the law, some apps controlled by
foreign adversaries can be prohibited
from being distributed, maintained, or
hosted in the U.S. However, it does allow
an exception for apps that undergo a
“qualified divestiture,” meaning they can
be sold or restructured in a way that
reduces foreign control,

To enforce the ban, the US,
Department of Justice (Doj) has been
given the authority to investigate and
impose penalties on any entity that
violates the law. The penalties are

I

of TikTok in the US.? Can the President override a ban upheld by the court?

determined based on how many users the
app has, TikTok has over 170 million
U.S.-based users. If the app is banned,
users are entitled to request and receive
all their account data - posts, photos, and
videos-before the prohibition is
enforced, ensuring they don't lose access
to their content.

Any challenge to specific actions or
decisions under the law must be made
within 90 days of the decision. Legal
disputes related to the law will be handled
exclusively by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia,

What does Trump's order say?

M. Trump has noted that the timing of
this enforcement s problematic as it
doesn’t give his administration enough
time to assess the national security risks
posed by TikTok or to negotiate a solution
to address the risks without immediately
shutting down the platform. And so, he
has directed the Attorney General not to

a |

enforce the Act's provisions for 75 days.
During this period, the Do] is prohibited
from imposing penalties on platforms
distributing or maintaining the app.

Can the President override a ban
the Supreme Court?

While a section of legal experts may
recognise the broad authority granted to
the President under the Constitution of
the ULS. in matters of national security
and foreign relations, others will raise
concerns that M. Trump’s order could
undermine the Congress's authority to
legislate,

Another way to look at the order is
through the lens of political expediency
given the pugnlnrhy of TikTok. Mr.
Trump may be attempting to balance
national wmﬂly with public relations and
economic interests. In this context, the
order is a temparary measure to avoid an
immediate shutdown and give the new
administration time to negotiate a
solution with TikTok's parent company,
ByteDance, or implement mitigation
measures,

Ultimately, the Supreme Court may
play a key role in determining whether
Mr. Trump’s order is consistent with

| principles, lly if this
matter is challenged in court. If the case
reaches the apex court, it could result in a
landmark ruling on the separation of
powers and executive authority in
national security matters,

2:@
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TikTok was banned in the U.S,
under the ‘Pratecting
Americans from Foreign
Adversary Controlled
Applications Act,” which targets
apps from foreign adversaries,
1o protect national security,

-

President Donald Trump lssued
a 75-day order delaying the
enforcement of the ban, citing
Insufficient time to assess
national security risks and
negotiate a solution, though
legal experts debate whether
this could interfere with
Congress's authority,
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The hidden dangers of Rhodamine B:
a global and local perspective

Rhodamine B is a synthetic dye utilised in industries such as textiles, paper, and leather. Its application extends to scientific research due to its fluorescent properties. However,
its use in consumable products is fraught with health risks. Studies indicate it can cause DNA damage, leading to mutations and potentially triggering cancerous growths

Monisha Madhumita

magine indulging in an appetizing
looking, sweet treat, only to
discover it contains a dye primarily
used in textiles and linked to
cancer. This alarming reality has
prompted significant health interventions
worldwide, including recent decisive

proper labeling”

She further notes, “The European
Union was among the first to ban
Rhodamine B in cosmetics in the nrly
1990s due to about its p |

THE GIST

In the US, the FOA has long
iy d Bin

carcinogenic effects and skin sensitisation
risks. This move has paved the way for
stricter global regulations on synthetic
dyes in personal care products.”

food due to evidence of its

carcinogenic properties. The
FDA cited growing concems
over children's exposure to

high levels of the dye in

actions in India. India‘s food ml’cty cumysttm candies, baked goods, and
Rhodamine B is a synthetic dye known y ather processed foods
for its bright pink hue, commonly utilised Hullh Sp(chan and anm:hcr -

in industries such as textiles,
leather. Its application ext
scientific research due to its fluorescent
properties. However, its use in
consumable products is fraught with
health risks. Studies indicate that

per, and

Bengaluru, says, “The ecosystem in India
for research into food dyes safety is weak.
‘There is a need for proactive funding and
commissioning of independent research
by the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAD) to study the

In February 2024, Tamil Nadu
banned production and sale
of cotton candy after it
detected Rhodamine 8. Such
products are graded as unsafe
and substandard, The ban

Rhodamine B can cause DNA damage, 4 impact of additives, especially synthetic alms to raise public
leading to mutations and potentially dyes, on public health based on Indian awareness and ensure only
triggering cancerous growths. Anienal msurrh hn demonstrated tumour development In argans such as the lver and hladdn diet practices through collaborations with ~ safe, colour-free cotton candy
Animal mmh has following prolonged exposure to the dye, FLE PHOTO. academic and research institutions, We is avallable
1 tumour d must bufld a robust system of rapid v
organs like the liver and bladder lnlkm!nq vendors. Health Minister Ma Subramanian " scientific reviews and proactive policy According to doctors: ‘Specific
prolonged exposure to the dye. emphasised that the use of Rhodamine B implementation to be on par with synthetic dyes can Induce

Recognising its potential dangers,
many countries have put in place strict
regulations on use of Rhodamine B, In the
United States, the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has long prohibited
its use in food products, classifying it as
unsafe for human consumption. A recent
ban issued by the FDA in January 2025
further reinforces these restrictions,
prohibiting the use of Rhodamine B in

in food violates the Food Safety and
Standards Act of 2006, categorising such
products as unsafe. The ban aims to raise
public awareness about the hazards
assoclated with coloured candies and
ensure that only safe, colour-free cotton
candy is available.

Following Tamil Nadu's lead, other
Indian states and territories have taken
similar measures. Karnataka, in March

Synthetic dyes, when used in
concentrations approved by
regulatory bodies, are generally safe,
However, In sensitive individuals, they
can lead to allergie reactions such as
ftching, redness, and skin thickening

can break down into aromatic amines,

international recommendations on food
safety instead of reacting to a public
health erisis or just joining the
bandwagon of international ban trends.”

She adds, "There needs to be active
testing for harmful food dyes and
enforcement of strict action against both
errant big brands and smaller
establishments and vendors, The fact that
a state-level ban was necessary to bring

DNA damage, oxidative stress,
and promote tumour growth
In animal madels, While
concrete evidence in humans
is limited, long-term exposure
o unregulated products
remains a concem'

v

Rhodamine B serves as an
important reminder of the

any food-related applications due to 2024, prohibited the use of Rhodamine B which are known carcinogens. attention to harmful dyes like Rhodamine 20 ) angers that luk In

increasing evidence of its carcinogenic in popular street foods like “Gobi Laboratory studies have shown that B is a wake-up call. It underscores the seemingly Innocuous

properties. Manchurian” and cotton candy. Minister specific synthetic dyes can induce DNA need for FSSAI to play a mare visible role products. 1t underscores the
‘The FDA cited growing concerns over for Health and Family Welfare in the damage, oxidative stress, and in educating the public about unsafe food 5 ctve responsibllity of

children’s exposure to high levels of the
dye in candies, baked goods, and other
processed foods, prompting an urgent
call for manufacturers to reformulate

Government of Karnataka, Dinesh Gundu
nm. announced stringent penalties for
including

of up
o seven years and fines reaching U0

promote tumour growth in animal
models. While concrete evidence in
humans is limited, longterm exposure to
unregulated products remains a concern.”

practices, There is a definite knowledge
gap among the public on food standards.
We must harness the growing digital and
nudnl media influence to disseminate

their products. This ban stems from lakh. Laboratory tests revealed the He further adds that certain groups, such on safe food addi and

studies indicating its potential presence of harmful chemicals in as children, the elderly, and mod label warnings. Community

urtlnnmnkhy and other health risks, numerous samples collected across the 1 individuals, are and are needed to
the Union classifi state, more susceptible to these harmful effects  tackle the menace of harmful additives.”

Rhodamine B as a substance of wvery high Puducherry also followed suit by due to their body's reduced ability to The case of Rhodamine B serves as an

concern, restricting its use in cosmetics banning the sale of cotton candy metabolise and detoxify harmful important reminder of the hidden

and other consumer goods. containing Rhodamine B. Food safety substances, dangers that lurk in seemingly innocuous

officers have been directed to conduct byramy Bal & I prod It underscores the cullmm

Indian perspective lmPu:lInm and take strict action against dermatologist at Cosmediq Hair ibility of

In India, the use of Rhod, B 1 public health. In ‘Transplant and Skin Clinic, Chennai, and mmumen to prioritise health over

in food items has raised significant health  May 2024, Himachal Pracesh | da ﬁm, hetic dyes, when uml in aesthetics. By staying informed and

concerns, The dye has been illegally
employed to enhance the visual appeal of
various consumables, posing serious
health risks to consumers. Over the last
few years, action has been taken by
various Indian states and these highlight
the growing awareness of these dangers .
In February 2024, Tamil Nadu banned the
production and sale of cotton candy after
the Government Food Analysis
Laboratory in Chennai detected
Rhodamine B in samples collected from

one-year ban on the production, sale, and
storage of cotton candy after detecting
Rhodamine B in samples. This p

bodies mnmllysaﬁ: However, ln

measure aims to protect consumers from
the potential carcinogenic effects of the
ds

lye.
Mohammed Mithi, Consultant Surgical

Oncologist at Saifee Hospital in Mumbai,

explains, “Synthetic dyes, including

Rhodamine B, may pose carcinogenic

risks due to certain chemical

« Some dyes, like azo dyes,

Banda Aceh on January 22 arp

wa

Zubeda Hamid

luals, they can lead to
allergic reactions such as itching, redness,
and skin thickening. Long-term exposure
to synthetic dyes like Rhodamine B can

vigilant, we can ensure that the foods we
enjoy are not only appealing but also safe.
As medical professionals aptly put it,
“The health of a nation begins with the
safety of its food. It's time we prioritise
long term well-being over short-term

result in chronic allergic and
permanent skin pigmentation changes.
Although there is no definitive link to
cancer in humans through topical
application, it is always advisable to opt
for products from reputable brands with

(Dr. Monisha Madhumita is a consultant
dermatologist at Saveetha Medical College,
Chennai and member of the International
Alliance for Global Health Dermatology,
London, UK. mail.monisha.m@gmail.com )

governments, Industries, and
consumers to priaritise health
over aesthetics

Study to determine how many people use life jackets

most part, do not wear life jackets
while fishing, said E. Ragupathi, a
boat owner and ex-president of the

@ &

ust about a month ago, India was
rocked by the death of 15 persons,
including four women and two
children, who died after an Indian Navy
speedboat crashed into a ferry, leading
to its capsizing off the Mumbai coast, The
ferry was carrying passengers to Ele-
phanta Island, a UNESCO world heritage
site and popular tourist destination.
The incident threw the spotlight, once
again, on water safety in India after sur-

by engaging with experts and local

Fire, and Police personnel search for missing people on a lake, MURALKUMAR &

Chennai Mechanised Boat Owners
Association. Primarily, he said, this
was because fishermen found the
jackets uncomfortable and cumber-
some. “The life jackets available
here are very thick - about eight in-
ches or so - making them uncom-
fortable to wear for long durations,
These are water-resistant, not wa-
terproof. The better quality jackets
used by the Navy, for instance, are

vivors alleged that the ferry did not have  communities. The study will then  Higher risk for males only three inches thick and are wa-
enough life jackets for its passengers,  evaluate if this plan was effective in ~ “While the risk is higher for males,  terproof. But even the government
and officials said the vessel was carrying  increasing the use of life jackets and  attributed generally to higher expo-  subsidies are for the thick, water re-

over 100 passengers against its capacity
of 90,

A staggering 71% of deaths caused by
drowning in India are due to accidental
falls into water bodies. In 2022, India re-

therefore reducing the risk of
drowning. The project is also ex-
pected o develop a tested beha-
viour change intervention to im-
prove the use of life jacket wear

sure to water and risk-taking beha-
viour, a chunk of drowning deaths
in India are caused by hazardous
occupational settings - livelihood
hazards,” Dr. Jagnoor said.

sistant jackets that have to be re-

placed every two years,” he saidl.
Fishermen instead, used life bu-

oys more, Mr. Ragupathi said, find-
ing them more convenient and use-

ported 256 boat capsizes as per the Na-  among boaters, According to the ICMR, the pro-  ful. He added however that even

tional Crime Records Bureau's (NCRB) ‘This is “the first research in India  ject has received about 60 lakh in - now, more water safety awareness

statistics, aimed at gathering evidence to pro-  funding; it is one of three projects s needed, along with basic first-aid
And yet, usage of life jackets and the  mote life jacket use and reduce risk  funded under ICMR's drowning  training for the community.

implementation of regulations requiring
life jackets on water transport facilities,
remain poor, says Jagnoor Jagnoor, a pu-
blic health researcher and programme
lead for injury at The George Institute for
Global Health.

To understand how often people wear
life jackets and how more usage can be
encouraged, the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research's (I(‘MR). as part of its lim
ever initi
has now hq\m a Imdy

Focused on fishermen, boat opera-
tors, and tourists in Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala, where water transport use is com-
mon, the study aims to find out how
many people wear life jackets and why
they choose to wear or not wear them. It
also aims at developing a strategy to en-
courage more people to use life jackets

of drowning,” the ICMR said in an
email communication to The Hindu.

The ICMR is collaborating with
The George Institute for Global
Health, India, on this project. Dr.
Jagnoor, who is working on the pro-
Ject said that overall, we know very
little about where drowning hap-

pens, especially among
adults. While globally, children
aged under 5 account for the largest
single share of drowning deaths, in
India, the picture, as per NCRB sta-
tistics, is a litthe ditferent: over half
of all drowning deaths (51%) are
amongst the economically active 18
to 44 age group.

More men than women in India
die of drowning: over 80% were
men, as per NCRB figures,

|

prevention initiative with a total
budget of around ¥2 crore. “Due to
the huge coastlines in the Southern
States and the frequent use of water
transport, the study is based in
these two States. It will involve
1,400 people using water vessels, It
is being conducted in Alappuzha
and Thrissur in Kerala, as well as Ti-
ruvallur and Nagappatinam in Ta-
mil Nadu,” Dr. Jagnoor said.

Wearing a proper life jacket can
increase survival chances in water
accidents by over seven times, yet
very few people use them consis-
tently, the ICMR said.

While there has been an increase
in about there

A senior official of the Tamil Na-
du Fisheries Department said that
awareness of and enforcement of
rules regarding life saving buoyan-
cy/Moatation devices to be carried
on small vessels were essential,
“Some small vessels do not carry
them due to space constraints. But
in cases of accidents, cyclones, or
inclement weather, flotation devic-
s become crucial in the sea.”

(zubeda.h@thehindu.co.in)
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are life jackets and life buoys on
board boats, fishermen still, for the
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T his end-ofthe
year news confer-
ence in December,
2024, Russian

ident
Viadimir Putin declared: “I

encouraged by the Biden
administration and its NATO
allies to enhance control of
its south-eastern shores.

Itis now evident that unlike
the Biden administration, the
Trump administration will
not back the Ukrainians in
their miltary operations to
take on Putin's soldiers. Inthe
process, the US seems to have
forgotten that one of the main
aims of the Russians has his-
torically been to retain control
ofandunfetteredaccess othe
‘Warm wuters” across their
shores. Joe Biden did not evi-
dently take note of the impor-
tance that Russia d!arhld 1

must say that the s
changing dramatically” He
added: “There is movement
along the entire frontine
every day”

Putin is given to choosing
his words very carefully. It is
now clear that it is only a
matter of time before Russia
achieves its territorial objec-
tives of forcing Ukraine out
of residual Russian territory,
that Moscow now wants to
soon regain and control This
is the terntory that Moscow
had historically controlled,
along its southern shores. It
now appears likely that
Ukraine will be forced out of
the termitory it took control of
prior to the conflict. Russia
is, even now, recovering terri-
tory that it lost, since the con-
fMict began.

Also, there is no doubt that
this has been a cse of the
young and inexperienced
Ukrainian President,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, being

the t
its east, which provide it wuh
acvess o the sea, especially
across Ukraine,

The most important
change being seen with the
advent of Trump is that a
serious effort is underway
for resolving these issues, to
ensure that Moscow's access
to the sea is fully secured.
Moreover, there are signs
that in eastern Ukraine, the
Russians are carefully seiz-
ingcontrol of territory across
the Donbas region.

President Trump, however,
appears to be deliberately
oblivious of European con-
cerns on Russia's territorial
daims. He has described
Putin's territorial claims as:
“This is genius Putin
declares a big portion of
Ukraine as independent.
That is wonderful.” This is
astonishing as one could not
have expected Washington
o support Mascow's territo-

OPED
Trump rewrites US ties with Russia & China

while India is making efforts
toend tensions on its borders
with China, there appears to
be little possibility of any seri-
ous breakthrough happening
inTrump's relations with Chi-
na. Trump has not hesitated
to allude to his differences
with China's policies. This
has been reinforced by his
appointment of Senator Mar-
o Rubio as his Secretary of
State and of Representative
Mike Waltz as National Secu-
ity Adviser.

Rubio and Waltz are both
characterised as “staunch
China hawks” in Washington.
Rubio has been banned twice
in 2020 from entering China.
One wonders if the bans are
stil in place. Both these
Trump appointees would not

Using Indiaasa
balance to keep
Chinainits place
suits President
Trump, just now.
India, in turn, stll
needsUS
cooperation

multi-billionaire Elon \lusk.
has a huge commercial inter-
ests in China, running into
scores of billions of dollars.
Trump is evidently keeping
Bejjing uncertain about his
intentions

Despite the rhetoric,
Trump is quite obviously
keeping his options open
with China. Using Indiaas a
balance to keep China in its
place suits President Trump,
just now. India, in turn, still
needs US cooperation in
areas ranging from high-
tech, defence production and
space to other spheres of
secunty h and eco-

million

‘The US-China relationship
has, however, been heading
for hard times, arising from
the substantial mutual dis-
trust and dislike betweenthe
leaders of the two powers.
The restoration of trust and
operation would take time,
especially as the tone of the
Trump rhetoric would have
shocked people in the Mid-
dle Kingdom'. But, Trump
can always use the good
offices of EHon Musk to
address differences with Chi-
na, given the vast relation-
ship and vested interests that
Musk shares with the Mid-
dle Kingdom'. Already, there
is speculation that China is
considering a plan for Elon
Musk to acquire TikTok's US
business. Indians who find
occasion to deal with Musk

by the US. One of the final
acts of the outgoing Biden
administration has been the
levy of a comprehensive sanc
tions package targeting Rus-
sia's energy sector, effective
January 10, 2025. Trump has
frequently expressed scepti-
dasm about the effectiveness
of sanctions as a standalone
tool and signalled a willing
ness to use their reduction or
removal as leverage in negoti-
ations with Moscow. This
approach may indude offer
ing a relef in sanctions in
exchange for Russian conces-
sions on Ukmine, such as
agreeing to a ceasefire or ter
ritorial compromises in con-
tested ‘independent’ regions,
like Donbas.

For India, which has signif-
icantly increased its imports
of discounted Russian crude

must bear this in mind. dﬁplr the tightening noose
Another impor factor any px

that one cannot ignore is that mm could lrz:umﬂanl

Trump has a good relation-  relief, stabilising global ener

ship with President Putin. gymarketsand recalibrating

And countries across the supply chains. In fact, two

world understand this dearly.  Indian companies have been

The person to be hit the
hardest by these develop-
ments is Ukraine’s besieged
President Zelenskyy. He has
made the rther serious mis-
calculation of believing that
he could take on Putinis Rus-
sia in a temitorial dispute,
with backing by the US, led
by Joe Biden. Sadly, Biden's

Donald Try

included in the January 10
sanctions list, embargoed for
their alleged involvement in
managing LNG carriers that
transported cargo from Rus-
sia's Arctic LNG 2 project.
Given  these emerging
dynamics, India will need to
carefully recalibrate its
geopolitical and grostrategic
ties. itsinterests are

nomic cooperation. This is
occurring amidst a growing,
highly educated Indian pop-
ulation in the US, which is

ly estimated at 5.1

no mood to back b-lendw»
A negotiating tool that
Trump has at his disposal is
the battery of punitive sanc-
tions imposed on Russia, led

safeguarded while adapting
to the evolving contours of
the US-Russia and US-China
relations under President
Trump.

Indias museums reflect government apathy to heritage

Society Museum® under the
Asiatic Society of Bengal and
curated by Nathanial Wallich,
a Danish botanist. In 1865, the
impenial government provid-
ed the finest site for this muse-
um in Chowringhee.

It has been highlighted as

directly under the Centre's

NEGLECTED: Priceless exhibits am covered with dirtand ar
Museum n Kolkata, MOWNMISEUMIOLRATADRG

event in Mysuru, Menistry of Culture, 142admin-
that PM Narendra Modi  istered by departmentslile the
not only brought Archeological Survey of India
back respect for India’s cultur  (ASDand the Railways and 300
al heritage on the global stage  are under state govemments.
but al vedd of cul My § ent epoxy adhesive.
tural consciousness.” this grand museum is of dis- City residents daimthat sev-
For centuries, museums may, followed by mutedanger  eral artefacts here have been
have served as cultwe hubs.  and helplessness. It is not  damaged and some may even
Exly museums may have uncommon in India to find  have been stolen. In 2004, a
begun as private collectionsof  antiquity being treated with  fifth century sandstone Bud-
kings and wealthy families indifference and restoration duhalfb\.m wus stolen,
who had at and natuml anddoc are inade- ahead thedis-
objects and artefacts Emperor  quate, Buttowalkintoaplace  appointment gives awayto frus-
Jahangir had an enviable col-  of national significance where  trtion. My memory of the
lection of animals, plants and  priceless exhibits are covered  mummy couldrit be refreshed
other oddities fromaround the  withdirtand arevulnerableto  as the Egyption secion was
workl. It is believed that the  defacement was a hamror. dosed. The security across the
world's earBest museum was Asone entersand approach-  galleries was kax and the docu-
built2 500 yearsagobya Baby-  es the right flank, one finds mentation poordy displayed.
lonfan princess, Ennigaldi-  the imposing Lion Capital of  Thelightwas flickering making
Nanna dating from ¢ 530 BC.  Ashoka, India’s state symbol. it difficult to view the displayed
My carbiest memory isof an  Coated with dust and a tom  cbjects and same comers were
Egyptian mummy displayed  curtain serving as the back- ot even lit. Cobwebs covered

in the Indian Museum in
Kolkata. 1 recently revisited
this amazing assembly of art,

drop, this symbol of national
pride presented a picture of
shame. Almost a decade ago,

krge sections of the bullding
and museum stafl were not
available. The stall @t the run-

Museums and
excavations cannot
beused fora
triumphant national
identity. Museums
tell us the storyof
ourmigrations that

L

of apathy. In 1974, a large col
lection was stolen A 2005CAG
report states that "there was no
mechanism to assess the gen-
uineness of these artefacts.
Shoddy documentation of the
acquired artefocts and the
nbnllydlhc institutions to

ancient heritage rather than
curate with expents

(‘um;nnv Panum. erasing
. This

mnddummmpw

san murtmluavlnﬂwd o

mlemnmmd mlhba’ulun
‘The focus should shift to col-
lections, policies, funding,
restoration, human resources,
education programming and

audience-profiing.
In 2022, 1 was part of a UK

the need for innovation and
onllaboration. Thereis a gowth
in the museum subsector,
dn\m bv xm n heritige

with local

mmlnuudarktxn-

It is true that there has been
historical inequality in remem
brance and commemaoration.
Since the 19905, the return of
human remains is part of the
curatorial practice in UKmuse
ums. The Pitts Rivers Museum
in Oxford has decided toreturn

But decolonisation can be
misinterpreted as a culture war
between those who subsceribe
wl)\rl{nhm-alhn(hna)

hod Like, the

goups crenting local muse
ums and heritage walks and
experiences. Buttheoldestand
rarest collections are in dunger
of being lost or damaged.

Museums serve as one of the

their
tion systems with the help of
digital technology, coupled
with the absence of any physi-
cal verification during the last

connecting to hentage. Her
age can

ASI has suddenly gotten busy
excavating places of worship
tased on dams. The wheeled
chariot excavated in Sinauli in
Baghpot district of Uttar
Pradesh has been linked tothe
‘ Mahabhamta' and, thus, to a
martiad Hindu past.

Museums and excavations

ties together because it holds

\rhg.nmlmlvhknu:m
where we came from but also
prepares us to go into the
future. Technok is truns-

national identity. Museums tell
us the story of our migrations
that doesrit sit well with the
revisionist history. The BIP is
reluctant © accept that ancent
populations  and

gone
The 202021 Budget allocated
Rs 3000crore to the Ministry of
Culture. It earmarked Rs 100
crare for seting up new muse

forming museums from being
mere exhilition spaces to
those of interaction and
aggenent. An effort s

dandthatthe Aryans
may have been invaders. It
wants a victarious Hindu past.
So, who will tell our avilisa
tional story? Certainly, the

07

antiquities, Bssils and 2o0log-  another Ashoka Lion — a  down gallery shop (that achl doesn'tsitwell with  umsand Rs180arore fordevel:  underway dist Indian
ical and botanical collections. third century BCE i anly fided l . 2 oping and “re-curting” exist mlnml.lhcllqﬂw cannat be the guardian of our
Established in 1814 thelndi-  Rampurva in this museum — mtsnlxmdum!h'mhr the revisionist ingmuseums statingwiththe  ic Gardens of Kew, London,  history. But it could and must
an Museum is the Asio-Pacific  was broken while shifting It iies were swvareof the situation, history Indian Museum in Kolkata. decidedtodecolonisetheircol-  protect and preserve whatever
region’s oldest museum. B was reportedly land butthey ' i = " The government has been  Jections that werepigeonholed  has remained from the past, a
was conceived as the "Asiatic  put back on its pedestal using The has a history » — trying to highlight Indias as East Indin Company or dutyit seems o haveforgotien.
QUICK CROSSWORD [ S=ssss e ST DO KT e e EORBCAST
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The freebie race

Competitive populism dominates Delhi polls

HRISTMAS is long over. but Santa Clauses

arestill around in poll-bound Delhi. Lobwi is

over as well, but revdis continue to be show-

ered on voters, It's a noholds-barred race to

woo the electorate with freebies and hand-

outs. The ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) as well as the

two main Opposition parties, the BJP and the Congress,

are pulling out all the stops in this highstakes battle.

Their special focus is on women, who have emerged as

a make-orbreak vote bank in recent years. AAP has

d to raise the financial under the

M\khymmmlhhhS-nm\hlmhunmlﬂm

per month to Rs 2,100, while the BJP has come up with

the Mahila Samridhi Yojana, under which Rs 2500 each

will be provided. Not to be left behind, the Congress has

announced the Pyari Didi Yojana, which promises
monthly aid of Rs 2,500 to all eligible women.

The BIP is bent on beating AAP at its own game, con-
wveniently forgetting that Prime Minister Navendra Modi
had di d rival parties for ing revdi culture
not so long ago. The saffron party’s below-par perform-
ance in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections has made it realise
that voters can't be taken for granted. It was the Maghi
Ladii Bahin Yojana, ibly dat giving ‘
ic freedom’ to underprivileged women, lhdh-dluwly

Lo the BJPJed M:
)l'.'l Maharashtm Assembly elections. The state gov-
emment is now struggling to sustain the scheme, which
goes to show how such handouts bleed the exchequer.

Former RBI Governor D Subbarao has rightly

bserved that i is Niscally perilous
mdmimalmmemrylhulennnwh Howev-
er, both Central and state governments, along with var-
fous pounml pame seem least bothered about the

their These are brazen
dmmunnhnlmand influence voters, yet the Election
Commission of Indiais looking the other way. The free-
bie culture is not only vitiating the electoral process but
also making a mockery of Indian democracy.

Dogpbite crisis
Punjab needs proactive steps, not band-aids

UNJAB's stray dog crisis is spiralling out of

trol, with over two lakh dog bite cases

reported in 2024, Ludhiana, Patiala and

Mohali are leading the pack, with Mohali

alone recording 16 047 cases. Yit, despite the

dmn‘nnim-u!pubkwwy Punjab is dragging

its feet on provid tovictims,
-munddedlrylhr Punjab and Haryana High Court.

The tragic mauling of a nine-yearold boy in Nabha is

a grim reminder of the growing menace. The problem s

n Rrserpd ey, A sites like “had-

da rodi”, where animal remains are carelessly discarded,

creating a haven for feral dogs. Urban eateries dumping

bones and meat waste add fuel to the fire, making the

problem even warse. The authorities appear maore reac-

tive than mmm.%ﬂeﬂnNathDMh-m&ml

this
won't mm-mdmhmlm Pm\hbnqdu

v

n-lom'md .

Wihmum incidents like Nabha will only muRtiply.

Adding insult to injury, the state has failed to honour
the high court’s directive to compensate victims ade-
quately — Rs 10,000 per tooth mark and Rs 20,000 for
severe wounds. For victims, this lipse isa double blow: suf-
fering both ph I di
msumn-uuc«nmmmnmmmm.
but kax of
en health outcomes, A:mng mmhu!urunmmty
point to asilent propor , Pun-
uhmust ’ 13 st collab |
bodies, health authorities and animal welfare groups to
make cities safer for people and animals alike. Tackling
dog bites needs proactive measures, not bandaids.

~ OPINION

Regional Director |
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A forceful voice against corruption

Senior advocate Igbal Chagla stood firm as the president of the Bombay Bar

TRYSTS AND TURNS

am sorry that 1 did not

attend the cremation of

Igbal Chagla, son of the

legendary former Chief

Justice of the Bombay
High Court, Mahommedali
Currim Chagla, and father of a
sitting judge of the same court,
Justice Riyaz Chagla, My 95
year-old bones will not allow
me to remain standing for
more than a minute,

1 phoned Iqbal's wife,
Roshan, and explained my
absence from my friend's
funeral. Iqbal was truly a man
whose courage must be spo-
ken of and emulated. There
are many individuals of
integrity in all professions and
walks of life, but very few who
are willing to stick their neck
out when a principle, to which
he or she is wedded, is being

blatantly flouted.
Iqbal was different. A highly
respected  and  successful

member of the Bombay Bar,
he was elected its president for
three consecutive terms from
1990 to 1999, During this peri-
od, he shot off letters to the
Chief Justice, accusing four
Judges of the high court of bla-
tant corruption. On behalf of
the Barand as its president, he
demanded the resignation of
these judges, failing which the
Barwould boycott their courts.
The threat worked.

Some five years later, the sit-
ting Chief Justice was also
forced o relinguish his assign-
ment as Igbal had found him
lacking in integrity. These facts
were brought to my notice by
advocate Shivam Jain Kaka-
dia, my junior colleague in the
Public Concern for Gover

TRIBUTE: Igtal Chagla, who passed awary recently, was

grateful to him for his inputs.
Itis not often that one comes
across a leader who decides to
throw down the gauntlet
Even if she or he is personally
above board, they are not will-
ing to displease their col
leagues who have succumbed
to temptation. Then there are
some who decide to mind only
their own business, though
they disapprove of what their
friends are guilty of. The run-
away corruption we witness
today is left unchecked, Ordi-
nary citizens are the main suf-
ferers, They soon accept cor-
ruption as a fact of existence
and just pay up like they
would pay for groceries
Ahead of a visit to the
Supreme Court, Igbal phoned
the Chief Justice of India's
(CJ1) secretary for an appoint-
ment with the incumbent,
Justice Sab hi Mukher-

inthe latter exiting office after
ashort stint at the helm.

My 1PS batchmate
Raghavachari Govindrajan's
son Mukund Rajan, a Rhodes
scholar, was Ratan’s right-
hand man in the chairman’s
office. He was fond of Ratan
and served him loyally. When
Ratan passed the baton to
Cyrus, Mukund continued in
the same position. When Cyrus
left, Mukund felt that a good
man had been wronged. He
quit along with his boss,

When Iqbal was asked about
his views on the episode, he
refused to comment. He only
confirmed that his son-in-law
was a good human being and
hr was pleased that his

Very few people are
willing to stick their
neckout whena
principle they
arewedded o is
blatandy flouted.

jee, a good and reasonable
man. He met Iqbal at his offi-
cial bungalow. The first ques-
tion Justice Mukherjee asked
Igbal was, “Mr Chagla, do you
need todo this again?” He was
relieved when Iqgbal replied
that he had not come to com-
plain against any judge.

The CJI mentioned in the
course of the conversation that

Bar, but was worried that Bars
in other states could borrow a
leal from the book of their
brethren in Mumbai. Justice
Mukherjee need not have
bothered. A senior lawyer like
Igbal was a rare commodity
and you require a rare leader
like him to motivate juniors
and force the h o

g

Iqbal was offered judgeship
on the Bombay HC Bench. He
turned it down, A little later,
he was asked to acoept a seat
on the Supreme Court Bench.
It was speculated that he
would become the CII in due
course, thanks to his seniority.
He turned down that offer as
well because he felt that 19
months as the CJI were not
sufficient  to  introduce
changes that he felt were
required to make the judiciary
truly independent and just,

In any field of endeavour,
whether it is the public or the
private sector, the top man
matters. His values and prin.
ciples define his performance.
His leadership skills are test-
ed. Ifhe is honest and just and
practises what he preaches,
those junior to him and whom
he leads will surely sense the
difference and follow him,
The Bombay Bar Association
was a different entity under
Igbal’s leadership.

Igbal's daughter maried

had made the right
choice of a husband.

It was three months ago that
1 spoke to Iqbal for the last
time. Since CSR (corporate
social responsibility) funds
are being diverted by corpo-
rates to the PM CARES Fund,
NGOs like the PCGT have
been forced to seek funds
from supporters and friends,
The PCGT interacts with stu-
dents, mainly these studying
law. The NGO decided to
approach leading legal firms
and lawyers for assistance. |
phoned Igbal for help.

Though he was ill, he found
time to support the PCGT's
mission. Promptly, he sent a
cheque for an amount that
only Justice Gautam Patel of
the Bombay High Court had
exceeded. That gesture is not
one a supplicant can obliter
ate from memory. It was o
statement of trust and abid-
ing friendship.

A couple of weeks ago, 1 had
mourned the death of another

good man, former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh. It is sad
to d f men

Cyrus Mistry, who

Ratan Tuta as the chairman of
Tuta Sons, the body that con-
trols and guides the Thta enter-
prises. Igbal refused to com-
ment on the

of integrity, the likes of whom
are becoming scarcer and
sarcer. This trend will contin-
ue as long as the political lead-
ership gives precedence to vie-
tory in the polls over justice to

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Sunderland’s stimulating book

IT was one of the cowned heads of Europe who, on the publi-
cation of Edmund Burke's memorable work on the French
Revolution, exclaimed, “It is a good book, a very good book;
every gentleman ought to read it” In a very different sense
and from a very different point of view, one may say, with
regard to the stimulating volume (India, America and World
Brotherhood) which Messrs Ganesh and Co of Madras have just
brought out from the pen of Dr JT Sunderland: “It s a good
book, a very good book; every Indian and every Englishman
ought to read it.” A book of more absorbing interest to India in
the state of trunsition through which she has been passing has,
indeed, never yet been written by a foreigner or even by an
Indian. Within the brief compass of scarcely more than 150
pages, the author has managed to present the whole case for
Indian self-government in the most unanswerable form that
anyone has presented it so far He has advanced every single
argument that can be adduced in favour of India self-govern-
ment, and has given an effective reply to every single argu-
ment that has been or could ever be urged by those opposed to
Indian national demand. And he has done all this in a language
the sobriety of which is not its least charming feature, and what
is equally important, not as England’s enemy, but as her
friend. In his own words, he has not written a word “in a spirit
of hostility to England”. “Although I am a citizen of America,”
he writes, “T was born in England, where [ have many relatives
and dear friends, and where I have spent much time.”

T —

nance Trust (PCGT). 1 am

he had faith in the Bombay

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

face the truth.

Ratan and Cyrus that resulted

common citizens.

Corruption and hypocrisy ought not to be inevitable products of democracy. — Mahama Gandni

How athiefshould
comeandgo

Plau

HE recent break-in at the apartment of Bollywood star

Saif Al Khan was, by all sccounts, a shoddy job, Thieves

of yore would not have touched him with a barge pole!

My career inthe police taught me that

and thieves followed a strict code of discipline and procedure;
they were trained by masters who had perfected the art of
thievery. This was a profession where brains were more
important than brawn. In the instant case, however, the use
of a knife to attack Saif could have been avoided, had there
Iu-enduemnvlmoewlh\hemhdlhm

The tribe that
the 64 t

though
uhlluwmm\-mnlhuhdmvanuuhm
ed as ‘theft'; it would, more aptly, mean ‘sleight of hand'.

Some gangs also daim that Skanda or Kartikeya, one of the
sons of Lord Shiva and Parvati, is their patron god.

Manoje Basu, a Bengali writer, in his Sahitya Akademi
Award-winning novel Nishikutumba, later translated into
English by Sachindralal Ghosh as | Come As A Thief
(1971), spells out the attributes of a perfect thief, and how
the master trains his ‘disciple’ in the art, less Mlh theory
and more with hand: practice. He esch i
adventures, which apparently was the case in lhe incident
at Saif's residence, and lays stress on teamwork, with
informers, scouts, operators and receivers playing their
assigned role. As per reports in the media, the thief had no
prior about the apa 's occupants and
the ‘goodies’ lying therein. He walked up barefoot with
his face covered, but made the mistake of coming down
with boots on and face uncovered.

According to Basu's book, a well-trained thief ought to
sharpen his ears and depend more on ‘hearing’ than ‘see-
ing’, for he has to operate at night. Thus, with his ears
pressed o the wall, he should be able to judge how many
people arethere in the room on the other side and how many
areawake or sleeping, what is their gender, age and whether
they are married. All this, only bylhdl ﬂ-l\er or the mumi
of their b The ded as
to finetune the strategy and timing d the breakin.

The practice of walking barefoot has to be perfected to an
extent that one can walk on dried leaves of a peepal tree
without producing any sound.

The ultimate test of the pupil 5o trained is to send him
on an errand to remove the gold bracelets from the fore-
arm of a newly married woman, sleeping alone, without
her being able to sense it at all. Alas, the tribe of such pro-
ficient thieves is vanishing; they are being replaced by
those like the one who entered Saif's apartment, resorted
to violence and eventually got caught.

P e ———

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Nlegal immi

‘This refer to the news story ‘18K Indians
face deportation as Trump admn crocks
whip on illegal migrants’; it is laudable
that the new US government is focusing
on irregular immigration, The issue has
long strained the nation's social, econom-
ic and legal resources. However, address-
ing this challenge demands a balanced
approach that prioritises both national
security and human welfare. Strengthen-
ing border controls is vital, but so s tack-
ling the root causes of migration, such as
poverty, violence and pdmcll instability
in

that only lawful residents hvr * access to
national
fe stability and legal accountability.

VUAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

Gender needed

Apropos of Sustaining hope’; empowe rment
of girls through education, better healthcare
facilities as well as a change in the societal
mindset are prerequisites. Haryana's girls are
doing extremely well in sports; this is a proof
that they can overcome sockal barriers. Boys
and men need 1o be sensitised by inculeating
vdlrsi\m"nlmh-mmhprh.lnl

policies with these nations can create sus-
tainable sol and reform

I sockety, parents need to shun their
plrl‘m for sons u\d equally welcome

lawy, including creating clear pathways for
legal migration and asylum, A fair system
respects the aspirations of those seeking
better opportunities while maintaining
the integrity of the nation's borders.
SAURAV SUMAN, PATIALA

Lack of awareness on
With reference to ‘Bitter pill for India’;
Indians are considered among the most
hardwor king, honest and committed people
in many Western countries. However, a
large number of our people get duped by
mmigration agents and end up as illegal
migrants. There i of knowledge about
visa offers from countries and ambiguous
and tedious application procedures for
visas, The government, both at the Central
and state levels, should work closely with
embassies of sought-after countries and
persuade them to adopt simple and easy
procedures. At the same time, the govern-
ment should educate its citizens about
processes and eligibility so that nobody
takes an illegal route for migration,
MANJEET SINGH SANDHU, AMRITSAR

Lesson for India

Refer to the editorial ‘Bitter pill for India’;
there is a lesson for India to learn, lllegal
entry not only breaches international law
but places a financial burden on the
respective government. Like the US, India

Quad a fruitful association
With reference to 'In US, Quad signals firm
stand against China's aggression at sea’;
China is enforcing its own code of conduct
1o be followed by the claimant countries of
the South China Sea, contrary to the UN's
verdict on the demarcation of maritime
boundaries. The Quad will regularly focus
on the shared commitment of the four
member nations 1o maintain peace, stabili-
ty and security. It will also oppose any uni-
lateral action seeking to change the status
quo by force or coercion.

COL RS NARULA (RETD), PATIALA

Refer to Tejastakes flight, but will the US let
it scar’; the artide underscores the urgent
need for India to develop indigenous jet
engines. Rather than attributing delays or
technology denials to the US, Indis must
increase funding for research and develop-
ment to build its own engines. While our
achievements in space exploration are kaud-
able, reliance on foreign technology for critical
defence needs undermines these successes,
D on other for technol

Ry not only stifles the progress of defence pro-
grammes, but also diminishes India's global
technological stature, Considering its aspira-
tions of global leadership, India must address

these chalk

must also enforce strict poli-
cies, deport illegal immigrants and ensure

Lettens 10 the Edtor, typed in double space, should ot exceed the 200 word kit

st by emall ter
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Therenlpmblemnsnotwwmmdﬂmsmm
but whether men do
- BF SKINNER

Well Done, Musk

Stargate’s under a cloud. Indian netas should also
be more upfront about investor summit MoUs

Elon Musk, master of rocket flying, has called out Trump’s oth-

er friends for kite flying. Shortly after Trump announced a
$500bn Al infra project called Stargate - “largest in history™

on his second day in office, Musk dissed its principals on X.

“They don't actually have the money” he wrote. Stargate needs

$100bn to get off the ground. Musk claims “on good authority™ that

which is ble for the 1 side, “has well

under $10bn secured”, He's been rebutted of course. OpenAl,

Microsoft and Oracle opened their wallets toreveal $101bn in ready
cash: SoftBank’s said to have another $24.3bn on its balance sheet.

But don't they have other fish to fry? Musk, despite his very public

animus towards OpenAl's Sam Altman, might be onto

BREAK PRECEDENTS

SLA0E T,
S U e

NOT PROMISES

THE TIMES OF INDIA
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2025

Will 2025 Be Modi’s 1991 Moment?

Challenge from Trump's dtanm\cwlwws is a chance for PM to push through radical reforms,
like Manmohan did during a crisis, to ramp up growth & help create tech intellectual property

R Jagannathan

Trump's return Is widely scen as
disruptive. He did not

whether India can quickly convert the Try

Into opportunity to reform and grow faster.
Wu must mknwmomﬂumnu( reforms thesame

signing a rash of executive orders on
Day One of his second term. Some of
these will face legal challenges. But
many will survive.
uo‘\-wr the oncoming disruption cannot be attri-
buted to Trump alone. His very re-election isa result of
several such disruptive political changes - especially
against immigration - that were already manifest in
US and Europe. Nationalist and nativist concerns
have seen right-wing rise in EU politics. Trump
merely brought into US those political under-
currents, making it more Isolationist and
nationalist,
Trump’s executive orders Included
ending  birthright citizenship, US's
tIIMmll from WHO and Paris dnl a

here. Remember Trump's 2017 announcement about a $10bn
Foxconn factory in Wisconsin that didn’t materialise? So well
done, Musk, and it would be good if netas in India also sometimes
let light escape from the black hole of
investor summits and billion-dollar
MoUs that seem to have the shelf life
of abirthday greeting card.

It would take a brave soul with
spreadsheet smarts to tot up all the
trillions of dollars worth of MoUs that
Indian states have signed with investors
over the years. On Wednesday. Maha.
rashtra announced a T16L cr MoU haul
($185bn) at the WEF meet in Davos. In
its 2023 investor summit, UP signed 18,643 MoUs worth ¥32L cr
($370bn). Andhra signed MoUs worth ?13L cr (§150bn) the same year
and Bengal had proposals worth 23.8L cr ($44bn). That’s well over
half a trillion dollars between just three states, and when it comes
to investor summits, Assam, Haryana, Madh radesh,

on illegal
mwmx federal DEI (diversity «wlly
and inclusion) programmes.

On HAB, he scoms In two minds, with
one setof advisers including Musk arguing
for its retention, and another - his MAGA
electoral base - against it. On tariffs, apart
from huffing and puffing, Trump has as
yet made no big moves, though they're sure
to happen.

Indla Is prepared for a Trumpdisruption
Insome ways, both on [Begal kmmigrants and
legal ones. Not tospeak of tariff warsexpec-

Indians in US. Software companies like NCl Tech and
Infosys are tapering down H-1B visa requirements, to
minimise impact of any changes tothe current system.
HCL Tech says it noeds not more than 500-1,000 H-1Bs

Iy as 80% of its staff are local US residents.
Infosys has cut down its onsite-offshore work propor-
thon IDN’ from 30%,

of

andothers arealso in the game.
How much tn\'esunenl actually h.nppens in India? Govt data

showsgrossfi about €33Lcr )
in 201415 to ®54L cr ($624bn) in 2022-23. Themcordror one quarter is
5. 7L er But GCFC includes i by govt, soclearly

the investor summit MoUs are worth little more than their weight in
paper. While states maintain opacity around MoU conversion rates,
the reality sometimes slips out in headlines. For 90of 1,045

global centres (GCCs) in
India means we can export software services from
India. A Nasscom report on GCCs says that by 2000,
some 2.200 GOCs will create 2.8mn jobs here. Even the
wealthy are now reportedly less willing to leave India
The Henley Private Wealth Migration report 2024 says
4,300 millionaires may have left India in 2024, down
from 5,100 in 2023, Indians who see overseas grass as
greener; just need some more convincing. Real issue s

Singh and Rao did in 1991,
andu\‘hjp-)wdld in early 2000s, when US sanctioned
India post nuclear tests.

India’s objectives should be clear.

® Seek to entice our most talented citizens to return
to India to create Indla’s own IPR in tech. including in
Al pharma and social & mobile platforms. Prioritise
Jobgenerating growth so jobsockers and Indians
repatriated can be gainfully employed. Questions to
ey (et

ask - and it's for states must domuch of this - are:

What'll it take for a Satya Nadella or Sundar Pichal,
and other tech brains to relocate and create tech that
Indiacanown?

How can we create pharma products with newly
discovered molecules?
ﬂou':m fast _can we deregulate so businesses can

ish

Instead ol obsessing over wealth and power of one
Adanl, can we argue how we can create 10 more Adanis,
Ambanis, Tatas, Birlas and Narayana Murthys in the
next decade?

Ll Nmenl reform must go hand-in-hand with

je reform because freeble culture is getting out

o( hand. ONOE holds out a ray of hope that freebie
culture will be contained, but to pass, this law will need

‘This means a grand bargain where states pet more
fiscal power in return for allowing ONOE to become
law: States should also agree to the transfer of a larger
share of their net revenues from GST directly to urban
bodies that will be the real engines of growth and jobs
In future. Census awaited, India Is estimated to be over
50% urhln. but policies thlt towards the rural.

¢ @ India should M an¥ FTA (free trade agreement)
witl

Not only could it ward off Trump's mu:h threatened
tariffs, it"ll allow India to be part of US-lod supply chain
to balance our China-led manufacturing chain.
India needs both Beljing (for manufacturing)

and Washington (for services)
It's worth noting that India has a huge
and wrnm surplus with US ($35bn
ahuge

|rudcdefkl|-uh(‘mm(mbnl

Economic Survey 2004 suggested that
instead of importing from China, Chinese
companies can be encouraged to invest in
India. But they won't relocate on the scale of,
say. an Apple unless India can be a base for
exports to US. In a tartfY war.a US-India FTA

will enable China to export to US from India,
apart from Southeast Asia.

US will push us to buy more - we'll
remain vulnerable as US is the only one
among our 10 major trade partners with
whom we have a huge export surplus. We
mast open up, not under pressure, but with
a view to taking our manufacturing and
services to the nextorbit

@ Priority todefence and internal secu-

rity must centre on greater rellance on local expertise
and manufacture over the next five years. Security will
then not be by an on
external supplbers.

India neods an economic beap of faith of the kind it
managed in 1991. A mix of mercantilism in some areas
like defence and cyber security, with open markets in
‘ways that benefit domestic sectors.

Budget 202526 should have been the harbinger of
change. But who needs a Budget for big-ticket reforms?
Most of Modi govt's reforms came outside of the
Budget: GST. IBC, Aadhaar-enabled DBT and soon.

2025 Is Modl's 1991 moment. He can use fear of
Trump tariffs to reform. If he moves the right things,
India can be a $10tn economy by mid-2000s. If not, we'll
Just trundle along to the 2040s.

MoUs (8.6%) signed at the 2018 UP summit had translated into
investments over two years. In Haryana 36% of MoUs signed at the
2016 summit materialised by 2024,

Fish ® Human

Animals, like us. feel lonely & need comforting.
A Japan aquarium discovered this

atthere isaloneliness epidemic across the human species

is widely accepted today Research into it has gone up,

particularly since the pandemic. But we are not alone on

this planet. We share it with millions of other species. Is it an

anthropomorphic fallacy to ask if they are feeling lonely too? No.

As anyone with a much loved fourlegged family member will

know. As blologists say, we can only gain knowledge about

animals by actually looking at them (and not inattentively

Ihrough our moblle phones) A Japanese aquarium did so, and
hasbroughtusa nding.

After the aquarium in St ki closed for it
noticed that their solllary sunfish had stopped eating. Previously, it
usedtoswimuptothefrontof itstank
whenever people came to visit. So, on
the off chance that it was missing the
visitors, they put cardboard cutout
faces and aquarium uniforms on
hangers, near the fish. And they
also started waving at it, lots. Soon
enough, it was back to gobbling its
Jellyfish meals.

In German, sunfish are called “swimming heads”. Scientific
name, Mola Mola, this big, bony creature has a back fin that folds in
on itself, giving it an unusual circular appearance. It can weigh
upwards of 2,000kg and live longer than two decades. The thing is,
if the Shimonoseki sunfish is feeling lonely, what's going on at
aquariums around the world? We pay too lmlv um-nllun w0

“zoochosis”, distress and

Why It’s So Fracking Hard To Make Big Oil Drill

What Trump actually means when he says he wants to pump out more hydrocarbons

Abhilash.Gaur #timesofindiacom

“Drill, baby drill” became a Republican
shogan in 2008 when US oll pr

declining yiedds of older wells, adrilling sproe Is unlikely.
Also, pumping out more crude is pointless if you
can't process n Until l decade ago, US was heavily

slumped loSmnblmhldn) h.\lfls
much as in 1970 Michael St

mports.
a mix of dam(-sllc and imported crude, which have
different along the

it, Sarah Palin embraced it, but voters
didn’t buy It until Trump used his
megaphone eight years later. By then US 1l om i

Gulf Coast, for instance, is primarily tuned &

Saud| Arabia, for example, has long almed for a $100 per
barrel rate to fund its transformation. It won't watch
helplessly if oll prices slump. In April 220, Trump
himself had called up Putin and Saudi king Salman to
lasholl h of

imported oil. If you pump more shale oll, wherv will
you refine it? ew refineries isa

way to becoming the largest oll and gas producer
daily oll production touched 9.6mn barrels in April
2005 - thanks to progress in ‘fracking’, a process
that involves fracturing shale rocks to extract oll
and gas.

In 2025, US expects average daily oll production
of 13.7mn barrels, another world record. But Trump
wants to “frack, frack, frack”, and drill even more.
He says it’s important to reduce energy prices and
slash inflation. Hopes are up, crowds have cheered,
and he's won the vote, yet “drill, baby, drill™ might
not happen the way he sold it.

Wil US produce a lot more olf?

That's unlikely for several reasons -
one. Most US oll comes from fracking, bat unllu
conventional wells that increase yield gradually
and then run at thelr peak for years or even
yheld from shale peaks in the first few years and then
dips. Experts say US firms increased yields rapidly
from 2016 onwards by identifying the best fracking
sites. Almost all the rich sites in North Dakota’s
Bakken Formation have been tay . The Permian
Basin in Texas and New Mexico will also peak by 2000,
So, theera of easy productivity gains might beover.

Then there’s the matter of US ofl firms not drilling as
much as they used to. The number of active drilling rigs
has halved to around 600 since Trump's first term. So,
how are yields rising” The US Energy

Petrobeum industry requires investments of billions
of dollars at every stage from drilling to refining. But
o the moment America does not have an appetite
for big oll and gas investments. Producers and
Investors had burnt thelr fingers in the 2006 global
glut when prices crashed to around $26 a barrel.
Now with Europe weaning itself off oll and gas, and
Chinese demand having peaked in 2023, oll firms
are focusing on managing costs and maximising
returns to investors.

At the same time, the fracking industry has con-
lolkhud and Big 01l - ExxonMobil and Chevron,

-~ won't be swayed by political calls to
dnll more. Last Nov, Exxon CEO Darren Woods told
CNBC, “I'm not sure how 'drill, baby drill’ translates
|nlo polkj I don’t (hlnk lhﬂ\l £ nnybotly out there

pollllm)mﬂds
Whatis Trump's real plan?
mﬂl) long term project, so is the of new thi 11, The oll and gas lobby didn't
Pipel Ty les. tohi for nothing. Is"drill,
bntA drill' empty rhetoric then? No, he's creating
Wil global il prices fall? friendlier conditions for the industry so that it can plan

They could, but do US firms want them to?
l'.xtnﬂlnxon from shale Is a costly process. \unvnan
ener
nmmlly has a breakeven price of $45 bAnrl
against $27 for oll from onshore wells ln West Asla. If
USpmdu«-mamwh.u lldldlnﬂ)l&c\lprmmﬂd

of
At the same time, we find ever more comfort in -amm-d toys. The
Shimonoseki lesson is that the happiness of human and animal is
intertwined. But for too long and too destructively, it’s the pitiless
Ahab in us who's prevailed. It's he who must be caged.

Fashion and b-i o

Changing styles in everything from clothes to cars
is what keeps the wheels of commerce spinning
Jug Suraiya

Atfirst [ thought it was a case of mass

says it’s due to “more advanced drilling

and and fracturing
designs”. Because new wells are mare than offsetting the

crash,
Besides, US prkﬂunlml in isolation as oll is a
global f Al other

A over

future investments. For example, he’ll allow more dril-
lingon federal lands and offshore - currently, only 24%
of wells are on federal land. Removing incentives for

electnic Yy

guzzie, baby guzzle. Trump has already scrapped Biden's
decision to not grant new licences for NG export,
greenlighting new investments in pipelines and termi-
nals. A thriving oll industry will create jobs, guarantee
US energy -:mm; rid the country of its West Aslan

producer countr] pprices.

baggage. leverage.

Calvin & Hobbes
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people

walking in their sleep. Men and women were out and about

wearing their night suits, pyjamas and tops of matching
.

Bunny explained tome that they weren't sleepwalkers, and
-hl lh:-y um mnu weren't night suits, but a new fashion

fal the tops

and bottoms of lbeoutﬂli
This made me think of fashion in general and how it has to continually
reinvent itself to remain, well, fashionable. And it often does so by going
round and round in circles.
‘There was a time when unisex jeans had flared hems called bell-bottoms,
and were the in thing. Then the hems narrowed and became churidars. Then
they narrowed some more and became skinnies. And when every-
£ (YD) one’s wearing skinnies and looking identical, fashion s likely to
s resurrectbell-bottoms.
Fashion applies not just to clothes but to everything. from cars,
_ m T\L to refrigerators, to smartphones. All these
ngs which are called consumer durables aren’t
jugularvein ﬂmblﬂ atall, because fashion dictates that they keep

Another term for Al Do) \bloforshort. B-folssaid
to have been knvented in mv 19205 by the US automobile industry Carmakers

i [[youare
depressed.
youare living
inthe past.
Ifyouare
anxious, your

are living in the future,
If youare at peace. you are living
in the present.

Attriduted to Lao Tre

Sustained Effort: The True Path To Success

Sivakumar Sundaram klnodom ipmswr!l) through fety yet to reach
nance )wrmm num
subject of work - How much? lonhwldmlder s purpose to work consider yourself the cause of mulm Ultimately our scriptures remind
How law"l'hlfulmd"uwhal earnestly tosupport the family nc(bomlathnllolmﬂkm us that frults of lifeare proportionate
cost? be s material ta emphasises acting with to the effort we invest. Success ks not

iornmm-mn hide It

sides toevery story. the scriptures. ln-
clear that hard work, discipline, and
perseverance form the cornerstone of
personal and socketal growth and work
best when aligned. This philosophy
emphasises that success, however one

uparole,
role.

d«ﬂculon without attachment to

menlynml but a way of life, achle-

Ify
then it Is your duty
Chanakya also advises: Sukhasya
mulam dharmah dharmasya mulam
arthah/ Arthasya mulam rajyam
rajyamulam indriyajayah - the
molu( happiness isdharm,
rootof

defines it, isear
effort and virtuous action.
Chanakya Neetl, the classic

ﬂmmm Isarth,
wealth; root of wealth Is

highlights the responsibility of both

were worried because everyone who wanted a car already had one, r
market wasn't growing, and they'd soon be out of business.

rulers
work for the welfare of thelr domains.
A ble verse states:

y dec
every year so the latest model would look different from earlier models, and if
you didn’t want to be seen as a cheapskate by your neighbours you'd buy the
Latest make.

And b-{ o was born. Makers of all products bulld in a feature, of component
or design, which will make the product dysfunctional or undesirable in a
limited time period.

Thi: a

all manner of products.
ties. Exoept inthelrcase, b lolsn't
calledb-io It ialkdlhoanll -incumbency factor.

Raja rastrakrtam papam rajnah
p-pnm purohitah/bharta mﬂrlkrum

rajya, s

rootof a strong state s

Indriya-jaya, self-control
Chanakya unﬂtﬂlm =

THE SPEAKING TREE

he Inertiaof

inaction. It aligns human effort with
the three gunas - tamas, inertia, rajas,
activity and sattva, wisdom. While
s rest, rajas drives

able discipline,
lndnmwn( purpose. While every

Individual has the right tochoose his
pathand pace, it ks through hard work

and

and sattva fosters contempla
% tionand renewal. Growth
thrives only in rajas, where
ambition and perseverance
fuel sucoess.

Human progress has
btonlbﬁcom«]ufnno(

Like how rajas bereft of sattvacan
lead to mindless action and destruction,
the state of tamas can often induce
Individuals toa lazy kack of discern-
ment that avoids the effort required to
think eritically or take constructive
aﬂlon."l'hli Inertiacan manifest as

bit
acthon Thenmol luch actions isto

construc actlo
Mmmhv actlonalso has its hunnn

be found ind ipline,

bun-lmoﬁhr nation, pﬂeslhmu
sins of the king. husband bears sins of

in prosperity and happiness.
The Bhagwad Gita reinforces this
wisdom with the verse:

hich ton virtu-

behaviour
In the many-forked flowchart of life
vmhln mm respecting individual

esof tamas, non-action. Th
human history, the greatest economic
hifts have

1. But it is equally
Imvorl-lnlln Inspireand encouragea
shint

wife,and lmmmnnmddhclpk' Karmanye
This verse under /Ma karmfal
nature of responsibilities - from the heturbhu ma te sangostvakarmani

pivotal role of a ruler in ensuring the

you have a right to perform your

labour and
tireless effort. Critiques of hard/long
work hours often arise from a gilded

sativa - a
stateof dynamic activity and creation
where the true potential of human

s e 1
effor both personal

minority

prog
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INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY:
CHAMPIONING THE GLOBAL SOUTH

India’s approach balances national
priorities with global responsibilities

KUMARDEEF BANERJEE

ndia's External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar attended the US presi-
I dential inauguration earlier this week. President Trump's inauguration

by itself is an epochal moment for global international refations. India
outfined its foreign policy approach a few days ago, during EAN's address
at Nani Palkivala's memorial lecture. He mentioned that India's forgign
policy in 2025 reflects a deepening commitment to multilateralism, but
also recognises the competitive realities of a shifting global order. The
nation has issue-based p ips with major 1
like the Quad, BRICS, and the India-Middie East-Europe Economic Cormidor
(IMEC). India’s ability to balance multiple memberships and partnerships
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Budget 2025: A roadmap to empower

farmers and reignite rural India

A S MITTAL

The Budget must go beyond promises—it must deliver feasible solutions to
rural demand and bridge the rural-urban divide

secure livelihoods,

inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman gears up to present
the Union Budget 2025-26 on
February 1, the nation stands at
a pivolal crossroads. With GDP
growth projected to dip to a four-year low
of 6.4 per cent in FY 2024-25, the spotlight
turns to revitalising the rural economy, a
cornerstone of the country’s consumption-
driven progress.
The urgent call for agricultural reforms has
grown louder, fueled by ongoing farmer
protests, including the fast-unto-death by
70-year-old farmer leader Jagjit Sing
l)aﬁcw‘.\.l at Punjabs Khanauri border,
which has captured national attention,
d di for Mini

underscores its evoiving diplomatic strategy, driven by a
approach to international relations.
Atthe heart of India's foreign policy is a strong solidarity with the Global
South, rooted in post-colonial values of independence, sovereignty and
i o This unique ive sets India apart
from traditional alliance structures, as it champions the rights of devel-
oping nations while pursuing its strategic interests. While India contin-
ues to engage in global dialogues, it maintains its core principle of non-
alignment and the freedom to choose partners based on national prior-
ities. Recent shifts in India’s domestic policies—across politics, eco-
nomics and security—have influenced its foreign relations.

N |

Notably, India’s retationship with the United States has transformed, mov-
ing past historical hesitations to embrace a deeper strategic partnership.
This cooperation spans security, technology, trade, and science, bene-
fiting both nations. India's diaspora also plays a crucial role, acting as
aliving bridge to enhance bilateral ties. Despite occasional policy shifts
in the US, the foundation for a robust retationship is now firmly estab-
lished. However, India’s engagement with China remains a complex chal-
lenge. As the two largest Asian nations with over a billion people each,
their dynamic is shaped by historical disputes and differing political sys-
tems. The boundary issue, exacerbated by tensions since 2020, con-
tinues to complicate bilateral refations. The guiding principles for India's
approach to China are mutual respect, sensitivity, and shared interests,
with an emphasis on long-term stability and a multi-polar Asia. In the
Indo-Pacific, India has extended its Act East policy, fostering deeper rela-
tionships with Japan, Australia and ASEAN countries, and sirengthen-
ing the Quad alliance.
This partnership has progressed in areas such as climate action, mar-
itime security, and digital connectivity. Similarly, India's collaboration with
Russia remains a pillar of its foreign policy, with growing economic ties
and shared strategic interests. India advocates for diplomacy in address-
ing global challenges, such as the Ukraine conflict, and seeks to pro-
vide solutions to global problems, including food security and climate
change.
It has assisted smaller neighbours during crises, including the 2023 finan-
cial support to Sri Lanka, reinforcing its role as a regional leader. However,
India’s relationship with Pakistan remains strained due to ongoing cross-
border terrorism. India is also engaged in strengthening ties with Myanmar
and Afghanistan, maintaining its people-to-people connections despite
political complexities. India’s global ambitions are reflected in its increas-
ing role in internasional organisations. As a proponent of multilateral reform,
India has pushed for changes in the United Nations, advocating for greater
representation of the Global South. It also leads initiatives such as the
International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These efforts highlight India’s growing responsibility as
a global power, dedicated to addressing pressing issues iike climate
change, digital governance, and humanitarian crises.

(The witer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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Support Pnricc'?ﬁfl’). Agriculture, which
employs nearly -lL'vdpcr cent of the coun-
try’s workforce and sustains over 60 per
cent of its rural population, is at a break-
ing point. Stagnant productivity, declining
incomes, and policy neglect have left farm-
ers in crisis. This Budget cannot be limit-
ed to lofty promises—it must deliver
practical solutions to secure livelihoods,
strengthen rural demand, and narrow the
rural-urban divide. Revitalising agriculture
is not just an economic necessity but a
moral obligation to foster inclusive growth.
Here’s how Budget 2025 can introduce
transformative measures to bolster the
agricultural sector and ensure rural spend-
ing—currently contributing 60 per cent of
total consumption —fuels Indias econom-
ic resurgence.

1. Boost Agriculture Budget and

Research

The allocation for agriculture and allied
sectors constitutes only 3 per cent of the
Union Budget, which needs to be raised
to at least 7.5%. Unspent funds in this cat-
egory should be carried forward to address
critical gaps in research, education, and
infrastructure for crop storage and process-
ing. Investing in agricultural research
institutions to develop climate-resilient
crop varieties and sustainable farming
techniques can enhance productivity.
Encouraging public-private partnerships
in agrarian innovation can further drive
the sector’s growth.,

2. Provide Legal Backing to MSP

The persistent demand for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) with legal guarantees
highlights the sector’s vulnerabilities.
Implementing the MS Swaminathan
Commission’s recommendation of setting
MSP at C2 (comprehensive cost of produc-
tion) +50 per cent and granting it legal sta-
tus can ensure private buyers do not exploit
farmers. This reform would not put a sig-
nificant financial strain on the government
but could protect farmers from distress
sales. Furthermore, creating a robust
monitoring mechanism to enforce MSP
and ulcuj(mg its coverage to more crops
can improve farmers' incomes. Enhancing
the transparency of procurement process-
es through digital platforms and integrat-
ing MSP enforcement with local market
committees can also make the system more
reliable.

3. Enhance PM-KISAN Support

The Rs 6,000 annual support to around 10
crore small and marginal farmers under
PM-KISAN to help meet their workin,
capital needs, unchanged since its Lmncg
in 2018, has not kept pace with inflation.
However, with inflation averaging 6 per
cent over the past six years. The govern-
ment should consider doubling this sup-
port to Rs 12,000 annually to address farm-
ers' growing financial needs.

This increase could significantly impact

strengthen

INDIA'S FARMERS
LACK A

ROBUST

SOCIAL SECURITY
NET.

A NON-
CONTRIBUTORY
PENSION OF
RS3,000 PER
MONTH FOR
SMALL AND
MARGINAL
FARMERS AGED 60
AND ABOVE,
OWNING UPTO 2
HECTARES OF
LAND, COULD
PROVIDE MUCH-
NEEDED FINANCIAL
SECURITY

small-marginal farmers, who
struggle to meet their expenses
amid rising input costs for seeds,
fertilisers, and irrigation.

4. Transform the Kisan Credit
Card (KCC)

The KCC scheme provides short-
term loans with an interest subsidy
for up to Rs 3 lakh. However, the
rigid repayment schedule often
forces farmers to rely on private
moneylenders to meet short-term
cash requirements.

A more farmer-friendly approach
would be to convert i
running overdraft
increase the credit limit to Rs 10
lakh, and cap interest rates at 4 per
cent. Removing usage restrictions
on loans would further empower
farmers to make long-term agri-
cultural investments. Additionally,
simplifying the KCC application
process and enhancing awareness
through rural outreach programs
can improve access to credit.
Expanding the scheme to include
sharecroppers, tenant farmers,
and farm labourers can promote
financial inclusion in agriculture.
5. Introduce a Pension Scheme
for Small Farmers

India’s farmers lack a robust social
security net. A non-contributory
pension of Rs3,000 per month for
small and marginal farmers aged
60 and above, owning up to 2
hectares of land, cuuﬁi provide
much-needed financial security.
Contributions from state govern-
ments could further augment this
scheme. Implementing such a
pension system can alleviate pover-
ty among elderly farmers and
reduce their dependence on fam-
ily support.
6.8 b

be legally mandating private dairies
to match or exceed the milk pro-
curement prices set by coopera-
tives like Amul. Add: lly,

1

vest losses and natural calamities
can make the scheme more com-
prehensive and farmer-friendly.

9. R Inflati Control

incorporating milk and eggs into
the mid-day meal scheme can
improve farm incomes while tack-
ling malnutrition among children.
Promoting cattle insurance
schemes nng increasing budgetary
allocation for veterinary services
can enhance livestock productiv-
ity. Encouraging the adoption of
modern technologies like artificial
insemination and genetic improve-
ment can further boost the sector’s
contribution to rural livelihoods.
7. Reform Fertiliser Subsidy
Policies

The current system treats fertilis-
er subsidies as farmer benefits but
deducts the subsidised amount
while calculating MSP. This prac-
tice lowers farmers' actual remu-
neration. MSP calculations should
instead consider the market price
of inputs, ensuring fairer returns
for farmers. The government could
also promote balanced fertiliser use
by incentivising organic farming
?racliccs and providing subsidies
or bio-fertilisers. A shift towards
a direct benefit transfer system for
fertiliser subsidies can reduce leak-
ages and ensure benefits reach the
intended beneficiaries.

Policies

Policies like export bans, stock lim-
its on agricultural produce, and the
Food Corporation of India (FCI)
dumping smins at below-market
prices undermine farmers' prof-
itability. These interventions
should be re-evaluated to balance
inflation control with fair returns
for farmers. Encouraging exports
of surplus produce and ensuring
better storage infrastructure can
reduce post-harvest losses.
Developing a decentralised agri-
cullurarpricmhsyslcm driven by
real-time market data can align
domestic policies with global
demand trends. A Vision for
Fairness and Growth India’s agri-
cultural sector has long been the
backbone of its economy, yet farm-
ers have faced systemic neglect and
economic disparity.

Over the last decade, the govern-
ment has written off Rs12.30 lakh
crore in big corporate loans, while
farmers continue to slruag.Elc under
mounting debt (Rs 18 lakh crore)
and policies that fail to guarantee
fair prices for their produce. The
2025 Budget presents an oppartu-
nity to correct these imbalances.

8. Simpl Cro‘) 1

The PM Fasal Bima Yojana
requires farmers to navigate com-
plex procedures to claim compen-
sation. The government should
shoulder the entire premium ini-
tially, including the state’s share,
and simplify the claim process.
This would reduce the administra-
tive burden on farmers while

agthen Animal Husbandry
and Dairy Sectors:

Livestock contributes aver 25 per
cent to agricultural GDP but suf-
fers from fluctuating milk prices
and restrictive cattle rearing and
trade policies,

A simple yet impactful step would

g timely compensation for
crop losses.

Leveraging technology like satel-
lite imagery and Al-driven risk
assessment models can streamline
the verification process and min-
imise disputes. Expanding insur-
ance coverage to include post-har-

By addressing these critical issues,
the fovcmm«.‘m can improve farm-
ers’ lives, spur rural demand, catal-
yse GDP growth and lay the foun-
dation for a more equitable and
sustainable agricultural future. It’s
time to honour the farmers who
feed the nation by delivering the
support they deserve.

(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman( of the Punjab

Economic Policy and Planning
Board, Chairman of
ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council.

Views expressed

are personal)

Pioneering community-led groundwater management for a sustainable future

The Atal Bhujal Yojana, designed to address India’s growing groundwater crisis, shifts the focus to a community-driven approach

he Atal Bhujal Yojana,

I or Atal Jal, is a pio-
neering government
initiative spearheaded by
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in
collaboration with the World
Bank. This innovative pro-
Sram marks a significant
eparture from traditional

By directly engaging with
marginalised farmers, the
poor, Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, minori-
ties, and other vulnerable
groups, the scheme pro-
motes inclusive development
and social equity.

The core objective of Atal Jal

top-down approaches to is to increase groundwater
water t, instead ilability and ensure its
empowering communities long-term sustainability. By

to take the lead in sustain-
able groundwater manage-
ment

A Bottom-Up Approach to
Water Security Atal Jal has
been implemented across
8,203 Gram Panchayats, 229
blocks, and 80 districts in

seven states: Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
Sliharad insthan. and

bolstering groundwater
resources, the programme
aims to enhance agricultur-
al productivity and build
resilience against the grow-
ing threats of climate change.
Atal Jal is more than just a
water management pro-
gramme; it is a catalyst for
social and economic trans-
formation. By empowering

Uttar Pradesh.

Saald

c and prioritis-
ing gender equity, the

SHANTANU GARG

scheme is paving the way
for a more prosperous and
sustainable rural India. As
this groundbreaking initia-
tive continues to unfold, it
offers a beacon of hope,
illuminating a future where
water security and equitable
development go hand-in-
hand.

With its transformative
impact  reverberating
through every layer of soci-

ety, this groundbreaking ini-
tiative is a harbinger of hope,
fortifying the future through
equitable resource manage-
ment and fostering pros-
perity among those it touch-

es.
The Atal Bhujal Yojana (Atal
Jal) is a comprehensive ini-
tiative that goes beyond
technical solutions to
address the pressing issue of
groundwater depletion. It is
a multifaceted programme
that combines technical
interventions with social
and behavioural change
strategies.

Empowering Communities
A key aspect of Atal Jal is its
focus on gender equality
and community empower-
ment. By involving women
in decision-making process-
es and capacity-building

programmes, the scheme
empowers them to play a
crucial role in sustainable
water use.

Women are encouraged to
participate in meetings,
training and leadership
roles, ensuring that their
perspectives and needs are

considered. Atal Jal employs
innovative approaches to
engage with communities.

Through a variety of activi-
ties, including rallies, com-
munity mccunFs. competi-
tions, and social media cam-
paigns, the scheme raises
awareness about groundwa-

ter issues and promotes sus-
tainable practices.

The programme also recog-
nises the importance of edu-
cating the next generation
and conducts essay and
drawing competitions in
schools.

To further enhance its
impact, Atal Jal utilises tech-
nology to monitor ground-
water levels and disseminate
information. The Atal Jal
mobile app provides stake-
holders and the general pub-
lic with access to informa-
tion about groundwater
ces and management

Ices.

A Sustainable Future

Atal Jal's well-defined sus-
tainable strategy involves
lr:nnmg communlly
resource persons and
preparing water budgets in

collaboration with the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.
This systematic approach
ensures the long-term sus-
tainability of the program
and empowers communi-
ties to make informed deci-
sions about water use.

The success of Atal Jal is a
testament to the dedication
and hard work of the team
behind the initiative. By
combining technical exper-
tise with a strong focus on
social and bcEaviouml
change, Atal Jal is poised to
become a model for future
groundwater management
programmes.

(The writer is Programme
Coordinator, the Green
Evolution, India, Nepal,
Bangladesh & Coalition for
Food Systems Transformation
in India; views are personal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Trump’s ultimatum

Trump’s plain talk on the Ukraine war— ‘end it or face
sanctions’'— could mark a turning point in the conflict

Viadimir Putin to bring an immediate end to the ongoing Ukraine war. Labeling the

In a dramatic intervention, US President Donald Trump has asked Russian President

conflict 'ridiculous,' Trump warned of severe economic sanctions and tariffs against
Russia if Putin falled to negotiate peace. The threat marks a sharp escalation in Trump's
rhetoric on a war that has already claimed the lives of over a million soldiers on both
sides. Speaking on Truth Social platform, Trump reaffirmed his affinity for the Russian
people and his respect for Putin but did not shy away from criticising the Russian leader
for prolonging the bloody conflict. “We must never forget that Russia helped us win the
Second World War, losing almost 60 million lives in the process," Trump said, high-
lighting historical ties while urging an end to the ongoing devastation. Trump's approach
combines a mix of hardline economic threats and diplomatic overtures. In his straight-
forward message he suggested that the economic repercussions of prolonged conflict

would be catastrophic for Russia. He emphasised that
his preference was for a peaceful resolution,

The Ukraine war, which began with Russia's invasion
In February 2022, has dragged on for nearly
The conflict has claimed the lives of nearty a million
Russian soldiers and 700,000 Ukrainian troops. These
staggering figures underscore the war's devastating
impact, making it one of the deadliest conflicts of the
21st century. Economic consequences have also been
severe, particularly for Russia. International sanctions,
coupled with the strain of prolonged military opera-
tions, have left the Russian economy struggling with
Inflation and stagnation. Trump pointed to these eco-

three years.

nomic pressures as a potential leverage point, suggesting that a peace deal is in Russia’s
best interest. Trump's ulimatum reflects a marked departure from his earlier, more ambigu-
ous stance on the conflict. Trump administration is in direct talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky and Trump himself plans to engage with Putin directly. He appears
intent on delivering on that promise with a mix of economic coercion and diplomatic
engagement. Despite the grim reality of the war, Trump's comments offers a glimmer
of hope for an early resolution. He has emphasised that both Zelensky and Putin should
pursue a deal, suggesting that the leaders' willingness would be pivotal in ending the
conflict. Trump's ultimatum to Putin could signal a turning point in the Ukraine war, but
the path forward remains fraught with uncertainty. While the economic pressure could
Incentivise Russia to negotiate, the deep-seated political and territorial disputes fueling
the confict may prove challenging o resolve. As the world watches, Trump's next moves—
whether imposing sanctions, brokering a deal, or recalibrating military aid—uwill shape
not only the future of the Ukraine war but also the broader geopolitical landscape. For
now, one thing is clear: Trump Is determined to make his mark on history by ending a
war that has caused untold suffering and reshaped global politics.

Can suspending commodity

derivatives rein in food price

SANJAY RAWAL

The debate over whether speculative trading in futures commodity markets
drives food price inflation remains unresolved in India and across Asia

ile there are
several concerns
in India and
across Asia, cer-
tain policy and
key opinion circles that food
price inflation is catalysed or
influenced somehow by specula
tive trading in the futures com-
modity nuﬁmg Even while opin-
lons are divided in policy cirdes
and among economists who have
studied and examined the nature
of the relationship between food
inflation and commodity and
derivative futures trading con-
tracts, and no empirical evidence
hitherto seems to have been
found despite numerous studies
undertaken in India,
It would be worth mentionin,
that a detailed empirical researc
study conducted by leading
researchers from the Indian
Institute of Management Udaipur
specifically studied three sus-
pension events in India of futures
traded ¢ which led

concerning these market-dri-
ven tools continued to remain,

the researchers to firmly state that
the counterfactual for each of the
examined episodes confirms that
even in the absence of trading sus-
pensions, food prices or inflation-
ary trends would have followed
their dynamic path.

Any upward price volatility could
ostensibly be the effects or coun-
tereffects of various extraneous
domestic or global (especially
geopolitical) factors, It is also
equally understandable and nat-
ural for any governing policy
institution to be both fully cog-
nisant and mindful of food price

1l trends, and the fact
that rising {mul prices can have a
cataclysmic effect on food secu

rity and thus, by extension could
have substantive socio-econom-
Ic impact,

Successive policy establishments
and ecosystems have always been
overly cautious, ever since futures
trading ((mn\uuﬂlhdtn\-uivm
exchanges were established in the
carly 20005, Despite the mandate
of such commodity exchanges
that futures trading contracts
encourage effective and fair price
discovery and risk ing, which
consequently saf s the com-
modity value chain from price
risk which is a result of a funda-
mental play between demand
and supply the apprehensions

ing itself the way of

multiple instances of suspen-
sions on certain commodity
derivative contracts.
While trading suspensions
have been a constant feature
since 2007-2008, under the
advisement of the price mon-
itoring mechanisms and agen-
cles within the government

olicy ecosystem, there never

as been an occasion when

uspensions of commodity
trading exceeded more than a
year in a single stretch, barring
the odd ‘sensitive’ food com-
modity. So as a commodity
markets expert, with a domes
tic and world view of angoing
trading in global commodity
markets, one begs to specifical-
ly ask - Do derivatives Irmi:(::s
suspensions really rein in fo

rice inflation?

esearchers have constantly
alluded to synthetic control
methodologies to apply to
their studies for studying spe-
cific suspensions, their findir
fairly and comprehensively
conclude and determine that
there is no empirical evidence
that derivatives suspension
had any impact whatsoever on
food prices,
On the contrary, from specif
ic instances studied, such as
those of Bengal Gram (Chana)

SUCCESSIVE
PoLICY
ESTABLISHMENTS
AND
ECOSYSTEMS
HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN OVERLY
CAUTIOUS,
EVER SINCE
FUTURES
TRADING
COMMODITY
DERIVATIVES
EXCHANGES
WERE
ESTABLISHED
IN THE

EARLY 2000S

in August 2021 and Mustard
Seed Derivatives in October
2021, analysis from the said
report from IIM Udaipur
shows that prices of both com-
modities, Chang and mustard
oll, would have continued on
the same price trend path
even without the suspensi

including CBBOs (Cluster
Business Organisations) and
FPOs (Farmer Producer
Organisations), while conse-
quently hurting the value real-
isation and income levels of
farmers,

It also adversely impacts Indias

To specifically quote a potent
segment of the said study - it
clearly articulates that the con-
ducted research does not find
any role of futures market
trading on price changes, nor
does it find any empirical evi-
dence of the impact of suspen-
sion of trade on price behav-
four in the period after suspen-
shan. Rather, the analysis shows
that prices of commodities
such as mustard oil would have
had a similar trend even with-
out the suspension,
Furthermore, the study finds
that before the suspension
futures market had a dominant
share of 64 per cent in discov-
ering the true and fair price of
the mustard seed commodity
derivative,

The study goes on further to
articulate that commodity
derivative suspensions hurt
genuine participants discour-
age the growth of domestic
agri-derivatives markets and
resultantly impact the growth
of price hedging prospects of
the commodity value chain

position in providing a global
price benchmark, despite the
cuunl? being a major produc-
er and consumer of several
agricultural commodities.
cedless to say, as an active
observer of the Indian agri-
based commodity trading
ecosystem, it behove advoca-
cy and argument that summa-
ry commaodity suspensions as
a method to arrest or contain
food price inflation should
not be adopted and further the
suspension of futures trading
contracts of agricultural com-
modity derivatives must be
revoked. In closure, one must
say emphatically that the devel-
opment of the agri-deriva-
tives market is supported in
India, which in turn will lead
to fair price discovery and
transparent hedging of price
risks, eventually creating a
positive socio-economic
impact for farmers and the
agri-ecosystem in India.
(The writer is national presi-
dent of Commodity
Participants Association of
India; views are personal )

Towists pose kor pictures al the Taj Mahdl, in Agra P

Al and defence dynamics: Global
trends and India’s adaptation

India is harnessing Al to enhance national security, counter threats and
establish itself at the forefront of the defence innovation landscape

ross-border terror-
‘ ism and geopolitical
tensions, such as the

Russia-Ukraine conflict and
Israel-Iran hostilities, have
driven unprecedented
defence spending since
Waorld War 11, To counter
these threats, nations are
leveraging artificial intelli

ence (Al) to build resilient

efence systems. Al
enhances national security
by enabling robust deci
sion-making to detect,
analyse, and address com-
rlu threats across multiple
ronts,
The Shift Towards Al in
Defence
Al ls transforming defence
strategies, reducing reliance
on human personnel. The
US military’s active-duty
personnel are at their low-
est levels in eight decades,
while the UK, has seen a 30
per cent reduction since
2000, largely due to Al-dri-
ven tools replacing soldiers
in high-risk operations.
With advancements in loT
and data analytics, experts
predict a significant
increase in Al-based
defence systems globally.
India's Al-Driven Defence
Evolution

India, a leading G20 nation,
is actively ml?ming Al
into its defence framework
to counter internal and
external threats, Initiatives
like the 2022 launch of 75
Al-enabled defence prod-
ucts highlight India’s focus
on cybersecurity, automa-
tion, and autonomous sys-
tems,

The Ministry of Defence
(MoD) allocates $12.6 mil-
lion annually for Al pro-
ects, including the estab-
ishment of an Al center at
the Military College of
Telecommunication

Engineering (MCTE).
Additionally, the 2024
launch of India’s first Al
Data Bank aims to enhance
national security through
real-time analytics and pre-
dictive capabilities,

in Security and
Surveillance
Al aids investigation agen-
cies in video surveillance
and threat detection,
analysing behaviour, com-
munications and psycho
lngki:'ul patterns to identify
risks, Using both Strong
Al (mimicking human cog-
nition) and Weak Al

TARUN VIG

(focused tasks), intelligence
agencies enhance security,
mitigate breaches and safe-
guard civilians and public
institutions,

Challenges and Future
Prospects

Despite promising advance-
ments, Al adoption in
India's defence faces chal-
lenges, including data pri-
vacy, cybersecurity and eth-
ical concerns surrounding
autonomous systems. To
remain petitive, India

" 3811, ]JTO THE EDITOR
US withdraws from WHO_

PANIC KILLS PASSENGERS
Madam — Twelve passengers on the
Pushpak Express were killed and 55
injured after jumping from the tight-
unreserved coaches onto the track
in panic, fearing a fire (they don't even
notice or hear approaching trains), only
10 be run over by the Karnataka Express
near Pachora railway station in Jalgaon dis-
trict of Maharashtra. Unable o understand
when the public will get some sense, Why
do they need to wander on tracks even if
they had jumped out of & train that they
thought was on fire?
Though for this sad mishap we definite-
ly cannot blame the railways from any
angle. Even though people may have
with me that Indians have lost trust
and faith in the railway administration to
such an extent that without verifying the
rumour, they believe it (smoke that per-
haps sparked rumours of a fire) and act
accordingly. This shows total distrust of the
railways. This is not the first instance; the
Jalgaon tragedy revives the painful mem-
ory of a uml{nr accident in which 21
women and a boy lost their lives in
Mumbai’s G,

must increase investments
in research, collaborate
internationally and address
accountability issues tied
to Al-driven military oper-
ations,
Conclusion
By adopting a risk-based
regulatory framework,
India can ensure the ethical
and effective deployment of
Al in defence, While chal-
lenges persist, the ongoing
innovations and strategic
initiatives signal a future
where Indias defence capa-
bilities transcend tradition-
al methods, embracing Al
as a cornerstone of nation-
al security.
(The writer is Co-founder
& CEO, Innefu Labs; views
are personal)

On October 13, 1993, passengers on
Western Railway’s ‘ladies special local
between Borivali and Kandivali jumped off
a first-class compartment onto the tracks
after seeing smoke rise from the under-
carriage of their stationary train, Whatever,
we all know how our system works. It’s the
responsibility of pmp?c who travel to take
care of themselves, not the railway, Yes, it
is really tragic for people to lose their lives.
It is  big loss to their families, A moment
of profound grief and sorrow. . Ma{ God
give strength to all the deceased family
members at this difficult time. May their
souls rest in peace. Om Shanti.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

FREEBIES HURT ECONOMY

Madam—The growing trend of offering
freebies during elections, such as in the
Delhi :\nstmh? polls, poses significant
challenges to {\olh the economy and
democracy. Economically, these promis-

Organization

Trump bombarded his country and the rest

of the world with a slew of executive orders.
He withdrew the US from the World Health
Organisation, alleging that the glabal agency had
mishandled the COVID-19 pandemic. His awn
handling of the coronavirus catastrophe was
droadfud—over 3,50,000 deaths wers reported
in the US in 2020, the final year of his first
torm—but those glaring lapses are of no con-

Inlmﬂnﬂnmybmun-nwuuoin.

es strain public finances, divert resources
from critical sectors, and create an unsus-
tainable dependency culture.

Over time, this umlclmmu fiscal disci-
pline and hampers long-term develop-
ment. In the democratic sphere, freebies
erode accountability, manipulate voter
choices, and shift focus away from sys-
temic reforms. They often favour imme-
diate political gains over addressing struc-

i | i i

of international collaboratian fo combat any
future pandemic. Trump also signed Amarica's
withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement,
whose main goal is to limit global warming to
1.5 C above pre-industral levels.
Last yoar ended as the planet's hottest on record,
and the target looks even more imprabable now
with the US jumping ship, In an irrational way,
the President pardoned 1,500-0dd protesters
who stoemed the US Capitol an January 6, 2021,
in & bid to prevent lawmakars from certifying
his election defeat, The incident was a big blow
to American democracy. In stark contrast, there
19 bad news for those desperate to sneak into
the US, us Trump has declared illogal Immigra-
tion at the US-Mexico border a “national emer-
gency.” it's America First for hem—and the world
must brace itself for the worst.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

Market and on Companies with Large
USD Borrowings and other relevant
issues. Rupee’s further decline cannot be
avolded. RBI's own calculations indicate
a large overvaluation of the rupee, so a lot
more decline of the rupee aﬁ‘nlnul the dol-
lar must happen, especially if the US
imposes tariffs,

In case of a large and rapid rupee decline,
the economy and stock markets could be

tural inequal W
and fostering inequity. While welfare
measures are essential for uplifting mar
Elmhn‘d groups, they must be carefully
alanced with sustainable policies,
Policymakers should prioritise structur-
al reforms, economic growth, and target-
ed welfare instead of indulging in compet -
itive populism, Ultimately, a balanced
approach is key to safeguarding both fis-
cal health and the integrity of democrat-
ic processes,
Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

RUPEE'S FURTHER DECLINE EXPECTED
Madam — India’s Weakening Rupee and
its expected Impact on the Indian Stock

pred, efore, economic turmoll is
unavoidable. If the rupee becomes signif-
icantly weaker against the dollar, the debt
and interest repayment burden of these
Indian companies will go up. If the rupee
is strong, then dollar dcﬁ becomes cheap-
er. So, nobody gained from this RBI pivot
0f 2022. Short-term strategies can some-
times have long-term consequences. India
got into this mess by betting on high GDP
rowth, which can be the only saviour in
this sitwation. But now the GDP growth
itself has slowed.
Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbal
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Spare the H-1B
visa programme

America’s labour worries are structural,
and have very little to do with immigrants
onald Trump'svictory in the US presidential
elections hascome onthe back of support from
avery diverse coalition, His allies include the
owners of cutting-edge technology and
financial companies and some of the poorestand also
nativist sections of the USeconomy and society. Itis
only natural that their aspirations from the new
administration will be very different. One of the most
important conflicts between Trump's diverse allies
concemnsa matter which is of great economic concern
for India; the H-1B visa programme. The H-1Bvisa is
Issued to high-skill foreign workers, including Indian IT
companies' employees.

H-1Bis a key (although not as key as it once was) pillar
ofthe business model of the IT industry in India
and a source of great upward mobility for Indian
professionals, many of whom have built lives and raised
families (children born to them are US citizens on

of the birthright pt) in the US. Tobe sure,
the H-] mehasbemnmnmllyba\ehchlmmmne
and it has all in
Mmuﬂmmmvdembdngm
dominance in manufacturing,. This is why the likes
of Elon Musk want the programme tostay.

However, a section of the American society, and
Trump's core alliance, believes that programmes like
the H-1B have only added to the misery of the American
working class by giving some of the best jobs in the USto
ﬁrugmn.ThisiswhypwpthSuveanmm

be 'nppummﬂnp likeall
pd!ﬂmmsmmhhmeﬂmmnnadtmry
aspirations. He has praised the H-1B programme on the
mmmlmwmmmﬁmmmmltek
ame, such 1 hy
US's di polky i dmrmhlp

Mﬁ&mukwmmmxﬁgmm
shrill rhetoric and saner policies, and Trumpis the
master of this game. &uwhal'lhlmpamhkmlMs(
allies need lise is that ofthe
USwuhlgctuneadsnvuydﬂaemmdpohda
than going after skilled immigrant workers in the US,
The former are suffering because they are poorly
eﬁx‘a&dandtmllhed\elrearhergnﬂﬂh\&ﬁam

acute negati ium in the US labour
mmmgmhmmd\unagehﬁrm
dmculﬂmmgalngmnmnm

UGC opens new front
in federalism battle

draft UGC (Minimum lemcmatkms for
AcademicStaffin Universiies and Coleges and
forthe

H&MMMm)Reguhdothnsbemnanew
in Centre-state refations. Tamil Nadu took the
lmdlnoppodngﬂ:emp.uhﬂomuﬂ:khpmvﬂcymu
powers to the chancellor/visitor of a state university (in
most cases the governor) in the appointment of vice-
chancellors (VCs). Days after the Tamil Nadu assembly
passeda resolution against the regulations, Kerala
followed suit in calling for a repeal of the draft. Reports
suggest that even National Democratic Alliance
muhenmdm(he.lmbd(umnd)mmd
h ll\-au(r
Cmuvmﬂnmnnm;o!smeumvetm
MummMmmmUGCMoflsﬁs

limitsits roleii dardsin

mmmmmﬂonmdmmmmm
of public been the responsibility of the
stnregwunmt.mdmﬂersmndnb!yw.unamw
universities islation passed by the
leglslaﬂwnssunb&mipmﬂdelundshrmdr

eanblhhmmndmnnlngmuﬁ(.‘mnmﬂy

prescribe the guidelines to be followed in

The health leadership
opportunity for India

The public health
ecosystem in the country
will benefit if New Delhi
ups its engagement with
WHO in light of the US
withdrawing from the
global body

nited States (US) Presi-

dent Dosald Trump's

executive order on the
inaugural day of his sec
ond term,

vival. and pandem

and this vdll be M‘imll o rqinm
ly. Since the US wnl'vwm
arrears, WHO could be hard-pressed

Lo pay its salaries and expenses in the

short-term, which would create

enges g
Infections and pandemic threats,
compounded by the human-induced
climate crisls, are on the rise.

Even the most ardent supporters
of the WHO would agree that the
organisation needs
serlous reform. WHO
:‘ndly is archaic and

the US from the Workd

ighly
Its location in Geneva

Its funding comes not just from des-
ignated contributions from member
countries based on their size and
income level but also from specific
project-leved funding. WHO stafl nat-
urally tend to focus on the priorities
of those who pay for these projects.

WHO s clearly in need of reform,
and one can expect that the WHO
leadership will be more receptive no
new |deas when the

Muwnmu-ﬂ*mugﬁoh‘hmmmu

under threat than it has been in lln
past. With the withdrawal of the US,
the situation presents
an_opportunity for
India to take leader-
ship by engaging
broadly and deeply

Health &pﬂmﬂm(WHO)wnnd vastly  Increases with WHO, for three
WHO's  op '] R Teasons. ,

at which lhh wnll be lnpl:mmld expenses, and is more First, it can frame
vmhom the nom-l ar transi-  advantageous to the Laxminarayan the g for

Is alarmis eUSis by  Swiss and other Euro- ing WHO. The oppor-

mwehmu!emnnbumnn peans than it Is to tunity to show leader-

pylngnuﬂyl fth of WHO's  global health. WHO is a member-  ship on the world stage in a conse-

expenses. In comparison, India's  ship-driven organisation, That UN would h

caly a tenth of the US
3 of It golg to tra-
ditional medicine and digital heakh.
Beyond the financial implicaticns,
curtailing the flow of trained US
experts, who are critical to many of
WHO's pro;nmmt-. will harm
global health,

American cxpcrlut has been at
the forefront of many global initia-
tives, Including smallpox and polio
eradication effors, chikdhood immu-
nisation, newborn and maternal sur

means that the head of WHO ls

make India's case for broader

he heal

194 member-States, unlike the rmm
of other UN agencies who are typl
cally appointed by the UN Sca\ury
General. This keaves WHO

itics and agendas that are ume

ed to health, Although there are
many competent WHO stall, the
organdsation also carries a significant
amount of deadweight, and the qual-
ity of its outpat has been declining in
recent years. Morcover, since most of

within the UN sys-
tem, Including on the Security Coun-
dL

Second, engaging with WHO on
multipie fronts, including on vacek
nes, ments in chikd survival,
digital heakth, and pharmaceutical
manufacturing — something that
India has done well — gives the coun-
try the opportunity to enhance its
soft power and influence in many
parts of Africa and some in Asia that

in many p o

depend on WHO to guide their
national health priorities and opera-
tons, expoct China to fill these
roles, but for reasons of shared lan-
guage, historical links through immi-
gration and trade, and relationships
of trust, India s far better positioned
wmm"-p

Third. Indian engagerment at
would benefit the hﬂllho(w dll
zens, who now make up the largest
population in the workd, The experi-
ence and expertise we could gain
from being part of a global en ¢
could only enhance the quality of
public hu!i leadership within the

rime example Is the cur-
rent tlm ~general of the Indian
Coundl for Medical Research, who
spent decades st WHO leading work
on child survival before returning to
Indian with thit global experience and
skillset,

India's Initial contributions can be
in kind. Sending experts on second-
ment to WHO to fill key gaps left by
the US withdrawal could be done rel-

tively quickly and inexpensively. In
addition, to claim senlor leadership
roles, Inctia will have to increase its
through voluntary contributions, but
the cost is a small fraction of the tre-
mendous besefits 10 be gained. These
benefits would extend to the oppor-
tunity for a more robust innovation
and research eccosystem within the
country for biomedical sciences and
public health, As borders in high-in-
come countries close, India could
well bea more attractive educa

and training destination in these

The US withdrawal provides an
opening for India to lead on health,
an [mportant ssue of concern to the
world's population. Whether and
how we take that opportunity or
leave it 1o other countries rermaing to
bescen

Ramanan Laxmimarayes s a senior
research wholur at Primcesan Unversity
amd president of the Orse Health Trust,
The views expiressed are persanal

Why India badly needs
a trauma care ministry

s we head into India's snnual

exercise, | have a suggestion

finance minister Nirmals Sithara-

man, Even as she balances ties
and determines who gets how much out of
the growing pie of tax money, can # new
ministry (or department) for trauma care be
considered?

Trauma Is something Indians encounter
on a daily basis, In its most common form,
trauma is associated with road accidents but
many other incidents and happenings in
India lead 10 trauma of varying severity,

Here are a few instances. The
bridge collapse in Mattu Gujarat, that

quential 17
rallway zones in Indm Over the last five
these accidents led o the deaths of 350
pcopkmdunudmmmwckm.-m LODO
people.
Pem:pu more: llun any ather accurrence,

i5¢ — within what s popularly termed
as the Golden Hour — that ensures an inter-
Hnked delivery of services, from the time of a
traumatic incident o at-scene-care, In-tran-
sitcare and ar-facility treatment.
Hospitals, clinics and health care centres
in India are not categorised by the level of
care they can provide. As a result, ambulan-
cos take road accident victims to the nearest
facility for care, rather than to where they
can be provided the care requined. In the Sep-
tember 2022 accident involving former Tata
chairman Cyrus Mistry, he was taken by
ambulance to a primary health care centre,
which was in no position to provide the care
his brain injury required. In a recent road
accident, the body of the victim lay on the
road for four hours as a Jurisdiction dispute
ensued between the police from two states
Unar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. The
public responded by calling the police, but
the latter falled in their duties abysmally.
Had the victim been taken 1o a hospital

rape, scil vialence vie-
thims across India require consistent
and intense trauma care, In a num-
ber of these cases, the mental
trauma far excoeds the physical
trauma but mental support in India
rersains virtually absent. Trauma s

4 1ife might have been saved.
The chain of survival reguires cit-
fzens at the scene of the accident to
be trained and in a position to
administer some basic care, which
is taught in schools in many coun-
tries. There needs 1o be a universal

S JAISHANKAR
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Scientific temper, social
benefit the only holy COWS

yanthere be

‘okogy (IFT) Madkras, recently attempled

thiswhen he

has been

lnmmnmwﬁmmnl
arcas amongst the Scheduled Castes. In the
anoymous environment of an urban setting,
Castes conform to the boef absti-

ip
rch.

ghous passion. This did mot go down well with
many, Would public sociology of cowsacrality

nence norm and wear the masks of urbane
Hindu purty.

Religion and sclence can go wogether, but
lulbhr science must avold tweaking science

for religie mmyhhs_c-p--n

Cow .
in Indtia that has vioken political

sciemee only if it
1l ific temper, wm-umm

of science
radicals in the Constituent Assembly were

very much a part of the fabric of Anjuli access number that Integrates all uthously,
tourist destinations in India where Bhargava emergency services like police, Public sociology could. however, complement  forcing recognition for the cow as an equal cit-
those rescued from drownings on and ambulance (like 911 in the llcpuﬂkumnmnn\lwh.dmby izen. BR Ambodicar used scientific metaphors
the beach or adventure tour- ——————  United States) that is known 1o all cvoking a better figous ones 1o protect the cow in
ism-related accidents need ul;enl citizens. India attempted a simikar Sockety. CowEummmmpwmm the Constitution, Is the cow sacred because of
care, wrvtce (112) — available in all states and sclentific reasons? Any sclentific study on the
Thed: related death s barring Kerala — but it is viaknt " among qjualzies of cow urine
for itself. Road accidents in India sccount for munlmllyhmnlmbnmlnmm close in nature © the! d be 08
200,000 deaths a year, and according to a dlmquqmlnalnksyﬂ. in Iskam, wmw:umdmm th\\quhT: judiced view. It was
zomrewn.uppmummyﬁio'm reg- ezdlubr L) pp sacrifice is at the heartof cow worship, what s only last year that | ICAR-In-
Istered deaths occurred without with trained generally Is the violent and her-  dian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI)
attention. Add 1o these the Lndlnm that  death| ummm.'fm-uwue archical nature of such sacrifice. Chapler Il in  found that the urine of the bulfalo was more
oceur on account of other types of accidents snwlrmmbulnmmumydunm- Larws of Manw, for \ effective on certaln bacteria and
(rudl, fire, bridge Last but not least, the fresh cow urine may, In fact, contaln

needs to reach a facility certified

A recent Nigi Am study tithed Emergency
and Injury Care at Secondary and Tertiary
Level Centres in India reveals that although
91% of hospitals had in-house ambulances,
only 34% of these ambulances had trained

Kmu-eﬂn and most hospitals lancked a pre-
ospital arrival notification system.
In November 2024, SaveLIFE

a ol

Supreme Court with a petition to ask the
Union and the states 1o ensure com

shve systems that guarantee a right o emer-
gency trauma care. This would require the
state 10 set up a seamless chain of survival

But the task of selection is best left to the local authority.
The UGC draft, effectively, threatens to annul the state
law, usurp the powers of appointment from the state
executiveand invest it in the office of the governor,

In states such as Tamil Naduand Kerala, university
appointments have become a bone of contention
between the governor and the elected government with
the former overruling the latter's choices for top posts

Oppuitiau-mkdsum concern that the Centre s
weaponising the UGC to interfere in the state executive’s
domain, The administration of public universities
dmsmbemﬁxnmﬂismd(.however nednnbe

1o hundle the type of injury or truuma the vie-
tims has undergone and, ideally, the hospital
needs to have prioe Intimation of what to

the ollowing:

0. He who unhesttatingly abardans
life for the sake of Brahmanas or of
cows, is freed from (the guilt of) the
maerder of a Brahmana, and (so s he)

potentially harmiul bacteria and is
not suitable for direct human con-
sumption, Public use of science
should instead question how and

expect so the right treatment can be meted whe saves (the life of) @ cow, or of @ Suryakanl why cow urine Is widely sold and
out almost instantly. For this, the hospitals Brohrmana. Waghm consumed without
and clinics need to be certified based on the BL If cither he fights ot least throe  WOGNMOI® 10 oo safety and Standards
level of care they are equipped to offer and times (aguinst robdersin defence of)a ——— AMdIMh(FSSM)
this Information needs to be handy with the Brahman’s. ), or Public engagement by social and
ance services. wwucm a o if he loses | y for

-t his Bfefor g Inamultifaith

on lh:cﬁnmo(survivul!omc mﬁlm: Onecan, thevefore, kill another being or even

brama cane be given at least to
lhose who man pﬂrol punm dhabas and

small shops on the highways and those who
man stalls and other services at rallway sta-
dons. Anyone who is in a position w be a first
responder needs 1o be given some basic

traini

le:znnuynlwhy, fn this era of big
government, we need yet another minisery
for this. The answer is that trauma care s
more specialised and time-sensitive than
gencralised medical care and is at present
nobody’s baby, The ministry of health and
family welfare is responsible for some
aspects, but a lot falls outside its ambit,
Countries like Japan and the United King-
mmmwpnmmln-nuwmwﬂw
menace of social isol as they pes
this to be the n«do‘lm hour for theu m

2ens. Indla needs 1o take a leal out of their

hooks and examine its own needs more

sacrifice their own life 10 save a cow. A good
{:ﬂkmidopﬂamthyscmm
wever, mmlordmmmmdwhya

likeours, itisalso |
e of.

vice, sacrifice, and humaneness. What soctal
gualities do we generate by ising the

emphss|
poumdlh:lmuncml is

o

the ermnn? Even If we Jeave aside the
“untwuchable”,

l)oullumnclwllquumt«uwwcul-

cana touchable shudra’s ife not
have equal walue? The vadues of
casile, mmmwumdw
cal purity of the cow and its worship. worship, Science as a public goad should be
The historical material s ofthe  ope mini-
cow ina nural coonomy strengthens the sacral — mally,
of the animal in India. It is not sur G i il i
prising to find the sacrality of cows in other  and civility is a difficult vidue to find in caste-
cultures and civilisations, but the violent emo-  ridds d edh
d nd i cational be different from caste-
socility? e onal i

most poculiar to India and stem from the ethic
of caste

huﬁmmmammhr
lwrmlll sation, cow worship
is.of course, o by

tions must not run gaushafas (cow shelters)

nor should they be run like gaushalos. Com-

Isncta value or qual-
lunodyhtlmnusl and not limited

ing the idea. The sacrabty of the cow has thus

At and beef gy
d by the state go the I the sted as p o Tectmolegy Bomby. The vicws
administration is no solution The v P ' ly impure. Studies have noted that the N expressad are personsl
ERL N . No

umuulrmumhl-u—:n-—mmu--u L -mu—mu-n(hmmmn“nmn— hﬂmmml.mnhhllu L3 ll
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It's raining handouts

Political parties must avoid reducing
elections to one-upmanship on freebies

ARLIER THIS MONTH, when the dates for the upcoming Delhi
d, the chief election

mn{emdtha!ﬂmpandshandswemdednndmﬂmmyissueo{

“freebies” ised by politi
difficulty to define it and wugh( le@],accepuhle answers to what consti-
tutes afreebie. Inth fanylegal diktat as yet, Delhi has givena free
hand — asmdeedhaveoﬂ:estatsdmheldelecﬁominthemmm—
to parties attempting to outdo each other with a laundry list of handouts in
theirmanifestos. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(B]P) have made mirroring bids, some tinged with appeals to rival con-
stituencies, The incumbent AAP was off the blocks with a promise of finan-
clal assistance to temple pnests lest it is perceived as indifferent to the

clergy—apart fro Iderly. It al dtofund foreign

base of autorickshaw drivers. N i :
1n2022,Prime dra Modi castigated other parties forprop-

agatinga®revdi culture” Ironically, the BJP h ght to g

women besides ¥21,000t0 p;gn;ntvj;onmvsubsidised cooking m;en-
sion to the elderly, and aid to students. Elections in India have repeatedly
shownma!fmebiespayndxdjvldmdshtamsofremlu For instance, in

last hthe BJP-led allias dto powerafterits pop-
ulist measures had incurred a burden of 90,000 crore and with fresh
pileon rec C

hperfnrd\ecmme,andisagmwinguenddmlsunuhlyta\mﬂshaspu-
ties view electoral ldumphas thelrulﬁmatz albent myopic,goal.
Apleaclaimi db
denonxhemtzexx:heqwubdngtmrdbylheSupmmCounwlﬂchhm
soughlmponssﬁ'mn it
d g that the d ionb welfare schemes and freebies is
blun'ed. Neitheris incenﬂviﬂngvoters illegal. In fact, schemes like the mid-
day meal,a for school-
dﬁldmbeganasaﬁ!etdeinTamilNaduSudzmlfmlnhhdm including
redistribution plans like the rural employment guarantee scheme, have
helped alleviate poverty and reflect fiscally responsible spending. Govern-
ments should design plans keeping in view an adequate fiscal headroom.
That is not quite the case in Delhi, which has so far been a revenue-surplus
state. The national capital’s finances are stretched, and its revenue surplus
shnnkm“ 966crorelnﬂ24mmpamdm 14,457 crorein FY23, Forthis
d than 8% of itstotal

outlayonpqmlist scbemex
If either the AAPor the BJP,whoare in a two-horse race, were to fulfil their
promises after coming to powu ltmulden(alladdidonalexpmmofmr

5,000 d raise th bsidies in Delhi’s budget from 15%to
20% of its total expend Increased ding on goodies have con-
tributedto ing fi fseveral Indi forcing them tobor-

rowmoreat high cost,and the central bank has warned that they could hin-
der sodial and economic infrastructure. Political parties will do well to take
note and avoid reducing elections toa dash of handouts.

$100-bn court challenge
for Goldman and friends

BANKS ARE USED to fending off litigation. Goldman Sachs Group’s most recent

P mnuunu, g P \gsit faces. But

defe On Christmas Ev bank

HE WORLD HAS been wat-
ching closely the develop-
ments in artificial intelli-
gence (Al) in the US and
China. Most of the noise has

©® Al STIRRINGS
THE WORLD SHOULD EXPLORE NIMBLE, COST-EFFECTIVE OPTIONS TO THE STARGATE APPROACH

Setting a cat among the pigeons

emanated from Nvidia, OpenAl Micro- GANESH NATARAJAN
:f;.:::i:‘»mﬂe :ﬂ.mm:ﬂ Chairman, 5 Warld, GTT Data Solutions Ltd
Nvidia's nn of graphics process-

its (GPUSs) e 4
thatth ionofth crossed With §100bil-

$3.2 trillion. ChatGPT and, morerecently,
the video-to-text model Sora from the
stabl k

lion already in place and plans to deploy

early winnerwith the huge capacity cre-
ation. ln data centres.

years,

off the new wave of interest in Al and
taken the companytoa valuation of over

meadnqnnnmgovaSOOOOOsquam

Alwatcher Sangeet Paul
Choudary suggstl that the new “sand-
wich” that is being created with Stargate

$150billa Despite
protests from climate change activists
over the enormous energy-guzzling
demands of GPUs and large language
models (LLMs), applications have bur-
geoned in areas ranging from architec-

feel,wmmz up.T a key g

unheUSmd llow th toleadin | for ing aggrega-
the much-anticipated advent of artificial tors like Meta, Amazon, and Googlaﬂul
general intelligence (AGI), and mitigate could cre

someofthe fearsand uncer- earlyplayers mdwelcpand
tainties d with a deploy Al, capture the

@ SWEARING BY STARGATE

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella

I'm good for my $80 billion. | am going to spend
$80 billion building out Azure. Customers can count
on Microsoft with OpenAl models being there
everywhere in the world

Aland Application Al solutions through
China
and ponlbly India could reinvent the
future of AL
At this point, the US is defining the
mlaoftheg;me Ammxchlepnn
s
lnml'ule for Human- Cemcred Al posi-
tioned the US far ahead of China and all
others primarily because of the large $60
billion dollar-investment by the private
sector in Al as compared to just about a
tenth of that in China. However, China
lipand

invest in technologies for the future. Its
research community has proved
extremely capable and prolific, particu-
larlyin the universities. In India, the pub-
lic discourse and resolve to be leaders in
research and innovation in this critical
field shows great promise. But as always,
the rhetoric on social media needs to be

vate sector research to merit a seat at the
high table of Al foryears tocome.
If we have to put climate change and
onthetable,th d
should explore nimble, cost-effective
optionstothe Stargateapproach, With the
strong backing of Chinese and Indian
researchers and possible innovations

ulf C ‘oun-

ture, engineering, and construction to future involving artificial Point Al and resultant market value,
media and i super igence (ASI). lication Al and simply “change the
scientific research, and manufacturing Stargate  epitomises e P . rules of cnmpethion for
deslgn. They have necessitated mvest everything that Trump 2.0 9
to-cloud computing — namelyalarg small language smg,ne fits perfectly
and for Us dels from China Intothelargeisbeautiful®
applicaﬂomhnhueﬁel& wm:hoeldvmsh:ge scale ot approach of the new
it ssinath and India !
isnot g administration and there
ftheday gatep Oracle, Mk:mwh,andOpr could reinvent the i, doubt thatthe US can
ject,a massive $500-billion jointventure = nAl, and underlines the future of Al dwill cap h
announced by Donald Ora-  MAGA vision of America  s——— 0 this "America first”

:kamOpenAlash!ypam)ss.‘mMm
the US, cradngmerlOOOOOlob:and

being the creatorand leader

of all that is good and great for mankind.
The approach builds on the big invest-
ment of Nvidia and the LLMs

of OpenAL It will give the US the domi-
nant 500 poul‘:fI gofllh status in hlgh—
i

approach to Al But the
world should watch out for alternative

ciland the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, we need a focused approach
beyond chlp manufacturing. process

models of using Al for and

public good that will emerge from

research labs in China and possibly

Japan,Vietnam, Korea,and lateron Israel
i Arabia.

ershin in th Ithasalsob
Nvidia

and Microsoft will be the

tmhnnlogpam()ndevnﬂheam
infra-

structure enabler. And OpenAl will lead
the project’s operations with SoftBank

various parties.

infrastructure. It is smprhlng that IBM
has not been invited to join the party. But
there is no doubt that the early partici-
pants will be the big beneficiaries as
already seen in the sharp jump in the
stock price of Nvidia, which will be an

gy services for

thy of arey-

alution that isas significant as the wide

Chis hi gateTech- and
nologies, and the lack of access to Nvidia | dual v
processors will and probably alreadyhas | ments in innovation and technology

resulted in the country focusing on a
smaller but equally effective approach
through narrow language models. Point

advances in AGI and ASI will see truly
transform business and society. May the
Al games begin!

Time for India to break out of Al slumber

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Corporate advisor & independent director
on corparate boards

The US-led restrictions on Al technology access
should serve India a wake-up call to prioritise
the technology as a national security imperative

AS A SILENT but unpleasant parting gjft

ud\u’l’enlatfbwmmhmh,areﬁuun-

pose and immediacy, ensuring that
in talent, and

olutions. Such dependency will not only

o India, the Biden

dational forAl

the Federal arguing that its annual stress- ustingpmcessvmlatesthepnn (R&D).Mriskoﬂhnltedacmmthex R&D is priaritised. geop
ciples of the Administrative ProcedureAct fusion’,spelt thatﬂ\eUSwmumbethe insti Alis poised todefi I b
ging gl tutions to compete with global p cietalady ysupe While India might raise this issue of
increasingly frlendlylegal envimnment,thcy‘m the issue to the courts. ofthe 21 i also und ﬂnm}' for decades. The nation that leads unfair access with President Trump, itis
“For the industry, the bar to take this step was ly high," explained Gold- daulnmcmulfmxumcudwupun India’s caf develop strategic  inAl will dictate giobal stan- P h he-
chs Chief Officer Davi is earnings week "We of advanced Al chips and ights, plicati defence,critical  dards, control critical supply chains,and  avy price.Given histransactional style,the
believe it is our resy i press fora p gulatory the US has gy as a ity.L hold lancesYet,  questioniswhat d
F in ord I hat supy hand mulufgaupdl&alpowu export controls compound th By our prep A in return. This is the risk of dependency.
competitiveness of the US economy.” s framework severely hampen i d g The National Artificial This could includ ace-
Lﬂw other mdumy Sol has been d by reg f lndla 's access to critical ial technologies. Thi P initiated in 2018, hasmade  ess for US products in India, welcoming
pital,On top of Id,autharities req hion tailored tools necessaryfo bulling advanmdAl India’s ability to achieve technological  scant progress. The IndiaAl Mission, " dTeslawith
tobanks’ One of i by 1] It restricts t of If-reli and leaves it vul ble to backed by a budget of $1.2 billion, is i from Indi
stresstest conducted g isthat high-p Al chip hasgraph geopolitical p and b deqy and providing greater flexi-
ls'adnptedlnmt"andpm:lum llating and plai and F ing PUs). P supply when to global billly(nemmemepanu like Amazon
restrictions on bank capital”. by p like In the 1990s, India em- Much like benchmarks. The US has and Wll!mrl not just in retail, but in
1P Lastyear, Nvidia,which: barked. g th cl committed $280 billion
th the firm' deploying mphlstlmmdAl madaILThae journey to build its nuclear ® huCionr under the CHIPS and Sci-  cial services. The US might a.lmpuxh fora
to 8.5% undera levuely adverse economic shod:. chips are the of larg ap P India's  enceAct Chin of defence tie:
14.4%atth machine learing and high-end - thatg P Al mission must be  over $104 billionin private  high- “value puxhanex The qugsdan for
The Fedsh i banks — tational tasks, and without them India's andmliomlmxﬂlz:ld driven by a similar Al ventures, while its gov- India is whether the concessions Trump
home prices d surging abilitytodevelop cutting-edgeAlsystems  nolongerbedetermined by ernment invested over  would demand comeattoosteepa cost.
o m%.equlllscndunghy stﬂmmdmng— issignificantly diminished. external forces. Faced with ~ Sense of PUrPOSe  $308 billion in Al start-ups Without indigenous capabilities, India
but access to large pre- and il globally. India's spending is wil.lﬁndmd!alad!mnge unableto
hock should depl ital Butwhen Gold- trained Al models and their welghts, cru- puuure, India pmhed —— 2 fraction of this.
MARC man mpliramd the process, it couldn't get diose. Based h natural India’s STEM (uiena, The assumption that India's madm xlm
on jt: ld drop to only iguagep gtop m 1998 und\nganmgslgmlo{self- alonecan
RUBINSTElN 10% msucha scenario. ics, Is also curtailed. This forces India to i while pmliﬁc inoutput,  simplisticand flawed.Al innovation thri-
floomberg TheFed it eitherrely on outdated modelsorexpend  emment galvani :uﬂ'm from a quality deficit. India pro- talent,andin-
ittedit Since 2020,ithas considerable resources building its own P and fra— not just d d.
to dispute stress tests and a.lxhough dghlhave tried, so far only Goldman has suc- from scratch, widening the gap between efforts into indigy R&D. quipped with th the skills required for India'sapproach toAl mustshift from
ceeded.Inal itshouldn’t itand the global leaders in Al Th not dv ed Al research or development. mpkaxywmmm urgency. fugaad
forward some one-off costs. It 's WOrst: pital ratio to 8,8%. But then, it maynotbe suchabad idea,  onlyfortified India's securitybutalsoele-  Much of our acads d,and will not suf-
But that still leaves a gap, which theanmchall:ngelsdsignedmaddmm provided wewake up now. vam!ltsglalnlmndlng, lndumyopemelnsilmwlthmnkmm fice for I P
Indusuy g gr P in the way the Fed runs qumAwin Theminiom furtherextend toclo- mission isthe This requires sustained investment in
il ball and need for urgenu, national focus, and a nmbnbawem!hemu I.lnutu.tW'ithout R&D, robust computing infrastructure,
mt’mupmphauf()oldmannmmulmtmw-aupmxyapnalmlezsemuld Alsaftwamdzvelnpedmdhmmalntm clear, systemic and a talent pipeline capable of compet-
amounttoaround $8 billion anhe firm. Scalabl; plat- self-reliance. Much like the  risks becoming merely a consumer of Al ingonaglobal scale. Public-private part-
ging this case,banks ! g h thecap- fnrml like AWS, C.nogle C]nud, or Micro- nuclear programme, India’s Al mission technologies developed abroad, as hap- nerships, cross-bordercollaborations, and
ital % pose.Global, P softAzure, must be driven by a similar sense of pur- pened with the Web 1.0 and Web 2.0 rev- policy coherence are critical.
like G h bj h reflect their
size, d nm thi: o'
since 2015, Evmﬂ!hdad.mlts!halﬂskscnresslmﬂdbe justed to account for
inflaionand - idbeadiel THE EDITOR
a3.5% A -y $10billion
of capital. Defence reforms Infusing more capital and capabiity in after Trump's takeover signals a firm bbe held regularly, focusing on the
bank-friendly. Theso- defence industry and joint ventures stand against China's aggression at shared commitment of these four

aimed at cat post-cr that capital
d d and then left in L
its steward, Fed Vice- Chair Michael Barr, announced this month that he would srzp
dawnclvemhechange" mdd\echangenl‘ dershi|
Fed, there'llb P hanwh, rmh.-m
putham, i 11,
Sinuﬂmgld)ﬂﬂmmhlcmk,lcvekoﬂighquamycapmhthmksmm
easedbyover 3.5 times,according tothe Bank'
that brought the case. At GoidmanSadn,thenpm!ntlohas risen to 1540 from
sz«amzomwnhwusmoumi Solomon
to y ,__n‘(hzmomnhlsway.

called Basel 3 Endj
buffe

Apropos of “india's 'year of reforms in
defence’™ (FE, January 23), there is a

with the private sector is vital. The
production-finked incentive scheme

need to develop a national security must be expanded to defence
strategy with political ing along with
in 2025 Strengthening cwimlhtzry corporate tax cut.

ion, military —NR jan, Sivakasi
and concentrating on indigenisation s
are the major refogrms required. The Quad cooper ation
Dedence F.esearch and Development The first Quad grouping meet

isnotup ofthe US,

to the mark and needs innovation.

india, Japan, and Australia on the day

sea. Its coast guard is carrying out
water cannon attacks on vessels
passing through overlapping areas of
the South China Sea with the
economic zones of other South Asian
countries, China is enforcing its own
code of conduct to be followed by
the claimant countries of the South
China Sea, contrary to the United
Nations' verdict on the demarcation of
maritime boundaries. The Quad will

nations to maintain economic
opportunity and peace, stability, and
security, while opposing any unilateral
action seeking to change the status
quoa by force or coercion. it will help
protect Indian maritime borders by
keeping China at bay, besides
boosting trade ties with others.

—RS Narula, Patiala
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Development of Nicobar and the Shompens

PRIVANSHI SINGH

jit Pandya, director of the Andaman
and Nicobar Tribal Research Institute
(ANTRI), underscored the findings of his
report on the Shompens, one ull pri
mary aboriginal

In a recent development, Prof Vistwa

jects, The project requires 166,10 sq lan of
land, inchuding approximately 130,755 km
of forest arca, as detailed in the enviroe
mental clearance documents.

The Shompens are nomadic tribes liv
ingg I the intersor of this iskand beyond the
beach forest zone, categorised as their
mics nts, which is their small

theinterior forests and coastal arcas of the
Great Nicobar Istands (GNI), In an inter
view with a media outlet, he highlighted
that the Shompens oppose government
projectsencroachingon theiruphill forests,
which are primarily around the Galathea
River basin, where most of thelr camps are
concentrated, The report, published in
2020, underscores this sentiment, yet no
response has been received from the Unlon
administration so far,

T'he proposed Great Nicobar Project,
planned for thisregion, involved construct
ing an international container transship
ment terminal, o greenficld intermational
alrport, gas- and solar-based power plants,
and township and area development pro-

scale localised ecosystem critical for their
livelihood, Currently, they are classified
among the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) in India. According to
the 2011 Census, their population stood at
229 (141 makes and 88 females). They rely
heavily on the tropical evergreen fovests
OFGNI for thelr food, especially pandanus
(serew pines), thelrstaple diet, which Is sup-
plemented by animal-based foods such as

i fish, lobsters, prawns, mussels, and wild
boar

The study published in the Journal of
Anthropological Survey of India (2017)
revealed significant heterogencity among
different groups and sub-groups of the
Shompens, who do not all live together.

PANORAMA

While the tribe has adapted to cultivating
bananas, tapioca, yams, coconuts, coloca
sla, mnlxrwlululhm besides screw pines,
thelr pramary concern is the loss of forest
land, which grows their tapioca gardens.
The project threatens thelr matrilineal
land practices, which are integral to their
marriage, kinship, land, and water man
agement systems.

The Shompens are highly valnerable to
diseases and prone to being a degenerat
g race, A 1990 study, following the 1981
census, noted thelr population plummet-
od from 214 1o 134 due wan epidemic out-
ln’uknlx.\\lurnu-nn\

The Shompensdonot all dersto

Additionally, outsider influence has al
tered their traditional clothing patterns, in
creasing their susceptibility to respiratory
allments as noted in the 2020 study.

The rationality of doling out rations to
the community had increased post the
2004 Tsunami Disaster. The need for this
"goodwill gesture’ has even been enquired
of in the study “The Southern Nicobar s
lands as Imaginative Geographies’ (2016)
Rather, the consumption of non-traditional
food such us dof (lentil), rice, cooking oil,
and biscuits poses health risks to the indig:
ENOUS Comimunity,

The fear of history repenting lself ks not

enter thetr main camps in the forests and
resist any contact with thelr children and
wamen or provide outside foods to avosd
transmission of infections and diseases
from the outsiders, as per the findings of
rescarchin the Journal of Anthropological
Surveyof India(2020). The Great Nicobar
Project risks exacerbating such fears and
health vulnerabilities,

d, The Tribal Reserve Territory
created in 1956 1o prevent exploitation of
the Jarawasand their forests was rendered
futile when the Andaman Trunk Road bi
sected their forest in 1978, leading to dis
ease outhbreaks and exploitation,

Claims of ‘empty spaces’ for the Great
Holistic Project are also in conflict with the
2015 Shompen Policy, which clearly puts
the welfare of the tribe right at the top.

Isolating US companies from cartel activities could be impossible given that the criminal groups

operate in sectors like agricultur

MARIA ABI-HABIB AND SIMON ROMERO

resident Donald Trump'sexec

utive order designating Mex:

ican cartels and other erimi

nal organisations as foreign

terrorists could force some

American companies to for
20 doing business in Mexico rather than
risk US sanctions, according to former
government officials and analysts — an
outeome that coukd have a major effect on
both countries given their deep economic
interdependence.

The exccutive order, which Trump
signed on January 20, is intended to apply
maximum pressure on Mexico to rein in
its dangerous drug trade. The designa
tlon, more generally, also gives his admin
Istration more power Lo impose econom-
ic penalties and travel restrictions, and
pnh-nn ally even to take military Al ton in

relg les, Yet, dise Car
teloperations from US interests in Mexico
could be immensely complicated, Mexico
is the United States' largest trade partner
of goods, and many American companies
have manufacturing operations there,

Evenmore complicated, these eriminal
networks have extended their operations
far l\vy-mﬂ drn), trafficking .lml human

"hey are now ina
wide swath of the legal economy, fromav:
ocado farming to the country's billion-dol
lar tourism industry, making it hard t be
absolutely sure that American companies
arelsolated from cartel activities.

“This has come up in previous admin
Istrations across the political spectrum
and from members of Congress who have
wanted to do it," sald Samantha Sultoon,
a senior adviser on sanctions policy and
threat finance in the Trump and Biden
administrations.

“But no one has done it because they
have looked at what the implications
would be on trade, economic and finan
clal relationships between Mexico and
the US." she added, “They have all come
away thinking that such a designation
would actually be super shortsighted and
ill-considered, though prior administra
tions viewed the US-Mexico relationship
far differently than the incoming Trump
administration appears to,”

The forelgn tervorist designation could
lead to severe penalties — including sub-
stantial fines, asset selzures and criminal
charges — on companies and individuals
found to be paying ransom or extortion
payments, US companies could also be
ensnared by standard payments made to
Mexican companies that a cartel controls
without the American companies'know!
edyge. Some extortion payments, even if
m.nh' under duress, could be considered

paterial support” to cartels, sak! Pab-
Zarate, senlor managing director at
FTI Consulting, an American fiem that
relensed n report laying out some of the
risks of the terrorist designation.

Former US officials and analysts poine
ed out that it would be nearly impossible
o identily which business may employ
or be affiliated with cartel members
given the tens of thousands of people in-
volved and operating in various indus
tries, including the hotel and agriculture
sectors. Cartels use the legal economy
to launder money, which could mean
that unwitting employees working at
a resort or an avocado packing com

»and tourism, leaving some businesses vulnerable to sanctions

OMILLUSTRATION: DEEPA HARCHANDAN

Labelling cartels ‘terrorists’
could hurt US economy

pany could technically be on the cartel
payroll but not know ie

Asaresult, companies inthe risk-averse
American financial sector may simply re-
fuse to wire money to a Mexican factory,
for example, to facilitate cross-border
production and trade, or to wire money
between personal accounts.

“Banks may turn away customers, be-
cause they may not think they are worth
e risk if they have links to Mexico,” said
Eric Jacobstein, a former State Depart
mentofficialin the Bide

escape toso-called underground banking
systems,” Teichmann said,

In 2024, the American Chamber of
Commerce In Mexico surveyed 218 com-
panies and found that 12% of respondents
said that “organised crime has taken par.
tial control of the sales, distribution and/
or pricing of their goods.”

Multinational banana producer Chig
uita Brands was found liable in 2024 for
Killings by a Colombian right-wing para-
military group that was designated as a

Banks could ultimately decide to avold
entire sectors percelved as high risk, sald
Fabian Telchmann, a Swiss lawyer and ex
pert on terrorist financing. Teichmann
singled out Mexico's avocado trade, where
cartels have drastically expanded their
operations, as one area that could come
under grenter scrutiny, “Banks might say,
‘We don't want to be anywhere close to
those who are considered to be terrorists,
sowewant toavold that risk, Teichmann
sald. "From a banking perspective, that
will be a very reasonable decision.”

Other types of financial institutions
that facilitate payments between the US
and Mexico could also be affected, such
asVenmoor PayPal, which Trump's close
confidant Elon Musk helped found.

The terrocist label could also push big
parts of Mexico's economy further into
the shadows, where cash Is used instead
of electronically traceable transactions,
making it harder for investigators to ex
amine the cartels’ financial structures,
Teichmann said,

“If people can't bank legitimately, they
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Mystery disease eripples
66in Sagar Taluk

Bangalore, Jan 24

A strange case of abosit B persons,

all Hargjans, betng affected by an
unidentified disevse causing paralysis
of limbs from the waist down, has boen
reparted from Sagar Tuluk of Shimoga
District. Of the 66 affected, 38 had
been admitted to the Sagar Hospieal
There wiss no medical conclusion about
the nature of the disense yet, Mre.C, 13

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2000

Bangalore, Hyderabad
viefor IRDAoffice

New Delnl. Jan 23

The Unson gavernment is understood
o have shorthised Hyderabad and
Bangaloee to set up the headquarters
of the Insurance Regulatory and De
velopment Autharity (IRDA), The two
Houses of Parfiament passed the IRDA
B the winter session and the new
prece of legislation recently secured
the President’s assent. Now, the Centre

1Mello, Heakth €

he nuthority and

tothe w v h
State Government, [ create infrastructure for it to function,
day. He sakd the first case was reported The BIP-ed government will decide on

o the Governenent last woek

the location an fts office by mid March

terrorist organisat Chiquita Brands
sikd that it had been extorted by the
paramilitary group and forced to make
payments to protect its Colombian em
ployces. Plaintiffs, however, argued that
the company had paid the paramilitary
group to run out residents to buy land at
depressed values,

The terrorist designation would also
hurt American companies that are firm
Iy northof the border but rely on Mexican
labour. The designation is so broad and
vague that ranches in Texas or farms in
California could be swept up by the pen
alties if their employees send remittances
1o family members in Mexico whoare in
volved in organised crime,

Ifmoney transfer companies ke West
ern Union also stop transactions to Mex
beo over worrles about properly vetting
Mexican clients, it coubd affect the remit
tances the country relies on, That would
be devastating for the Mexican economy,
which received $63.3 billion in remittanc
©5in 2023, nearly 5% of the country's gross
domestic product

The foreign terrorist designation coukd

Tith longevity becoming a
matter of serious sclentific
nquiry, the concepts of

Immortality and consclousness assume
Importance, Can consclousness exist
without a body? Does it cease with the
body or continue as an energy, orisall

this just speculation? The Chandogy

Upanishad has an interesting take on
this. The word chanda or stanzais de
rived from chad, which means acover

Thisis linked 1o astory.

The Gods fearing death covered
themselves with knowledge. They
covered themselves with the three

vedas, Rig, Samaand Yajur, Hence the

stanzas became chandas, the metre.

also pave the way for the US o deploy
forees inside Mexico against eriminal or-
sganisations without the Mexican govern-
ment's consent, as it did in Afghanistan
and Syria.

But Afghanistan was occupied by the
US, and Syria's government lost control
over much of its territor yYinrecent years,
That gave Washington some cover under
international law for the US military to
deploy troops and launch special-forces
operations to killor capture terrorist lead-
ery in those countries,

Mexico, however, has bulle up coopera:
tlon with the US for more than 30 years to
counter the cartels, Mexico could threat
en to halt cooperation if the US is seen to
be violating Mexico's sovereignty, When
the US federal prosecutorsoffice arrested
Mexico'sformer defence seoretary during
Trump's fiest administration, the Mexl-
can government halted all cooperation
with the US Drug Enforcement Admin
istration. “Unilateral action would be
catastrophic,” sald Craig Deare, a former
US military attache at the US Embassy in
Mexico in the 1990s. “It would dismantle
any collaboration and decades of Repuly
lican and Democratic efforts to build ade
fence relationship with Mexico,” he sald,
adding, "Ifyou don't like cooperation now,
waktuntil Mexico cuts all thes.”

On Jan 21, President Claudia Shein
baum of Mexico ssued a stern waming to
Trump during her daily news conference,
“We will always defend our sovereigney,”
she said, “We all want to fight the drug
cartels, We have to coordinate efforts; we
have to collaborate,” she said. NYT
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"struggle for survival

Withoutaclear plan safeguard
the Shompens, these claims might prove
1o bea sham.

Way forward

Minimal intervention in healtheare:
While the routine medical facilities must
be introduced in a phased manner, inter

vention must remain minimal, The Indian
Jourmalof Medical Rescarch Survey (2024)
reported good prnxl\'«»m ‘Irln‘lm,anm'

"
Khpa
and inchusive mu)h mentation,

Forest preservation: Uphill forests, vital
10 the Shompens' survival, should remain
untouched, Their preferences, as outlined
I the 2020 video report, must guide con
servation efforts,

Emic-based approaches: Rescarch meth
odologies must focus on the deseriptionand
understanding of the culture as percetved
bythe uumnurmvnmnlxmmmdn stand

mia prevadence, f
acute respirate
pain among th
opments on better equipping the sub-med-
Ical centre in the New Chingam village,
Campbell Bay tehsil, should be ensured,
since visiting the two primary healtheare
centresinnoo-tribal arcas of Campbell Bay
might notalways beconventionally possible
for the tribes.

Culturally sensitive education: Schools
and welfare programmes initiated by
ANTRI should be in consonance with the

their e o their
survival. For instance, a ’()Nh-(llnnmwu
calstudy conducted among the Shompens
revenled interesting information about 43
plants and artefacts used in shelter, trans:
portation, hunting, fishing, food gathering,
ornamentation, cooldng vessels, fire drills,
anddressing purposes.

Respect for autonomy: Viewing the
Shompens as merely “shy” is reductive
Respecting their autonomy and cultural
practices is crucial for thelr survival

(The weiter is a seudent at the Natfonal

Shompen'scultural norms. Anti-schooling

Law University, Delhl)

HMPV scare:
| essons for future

OLINDA TIMMS

he Covid19 pandem
ic, coupled with the
forld Health Organi

sation's warnings about pos
sible viral outbreaks, has un
derstandably left the general
population uneasy about what
lies ahead. From time to time,
r1|lnl1\- of the monleypox vi
ko, Nipah, MERS, and
\Alt\ surface and linger in the
publicconsciousness for weeks.
Most recently, the HMPV virus
grubbed local headlines, though
ithasbeen known for decades as
a cause of common cold symp-
toms, particulirty in winter.

The sudden attention on
HMPV brought back pandemic
fears, consuming social media,
until health authorities provid
ed reassurances and informa
ton. Thismay be the right time
10 revisit the lessons from the
Covidk19 pandemicand address
unresohed bioethical concerns,

The WHO noted the out
break of HMPV in China but
has not classified it as a virus
outbreak of global concern
It lists HMPV among viruses
that can cause influenza-like
illness (IL1) and severe acute
respiratory infections (SARI)
in winter. Renowned virolo:
gists, such as Dr Gagandeep
Kang, have downplayed appee-
hensions, emphasising Indin’s
robust surveillance systems
and reassuring that current
data does not warrant panic
Many viruses alfeet human be
Ings, and most are effectively
handled by the immune system
with minimal harm.

“The first thing to question is
the medin's tendency to create
headiinesout of every reported
outbreak of influenza. Such re
porting fosters fear, paranoia,
and unnecessary testing, often
overwhelming healthcare sys-
tems, Media professionals mast
exercise restraint and work
with health authorities to pro-
vide a bakanced picture that is
Informative and belpful, Sensa
tonalism can provoke negative
reactions against healthear
personnel, hospitals, and pa
tents, The recent news report
about HMPV, for instance, iden-
tified the hospital where testing
occurred and described the in
fected paediatric patients. This
breaches confidentiality and
risks perpetuating stigma, as
seen during the Covid-19 pan
demic. [tis essential to exercise
discretion in reporting patient
and hospital details, given the
rapid spreadof uoverified infor-
mation on soctal media. Health
authorities must take proactive
Measures 1o counter misinfor
mation and provide author
itative, clear guidance about
official assessments, online

OASIS | JAMUNARAO

Doeslife live on?

Denth saw through this. Realising that
they had beenspotted, the Gods exited
the Vedas. Then they entered Stvre,
the sound, They took refuge in
the syllable OM, the sound
fromwhich the cosmos had
emerged, Itis the pranava
a which reverberates, Itis
immortal, By entering the
pranava the Gods became
immortal and fearless. In
the mortal orbit, this rever-
beration became the udgitha, It
became that with which the priests

invoked the detties and sang the desires
of the patron into being, The Chandog:
laid down the rules for such chanting

inrituals, The ancients belicved it was
only by the use of the corvect intonation
and metre that the desired came into

v however, cut across all mortals,

bedng, The priest became powerful,
‘The restraint on his power was
his belief that if the chanting
was faulty, his head would
roll, literally, Outsourcing
the fulfilment of desires was
aluxury thatonly the rich
patrons coubd afford. Desires,

Ttis perhaps in recognition of this,

websites, and protocolsof care.

Social cohesion plays a
crucial role in times of crisis
Communitics, irrespective of
divisive narratives, must show
solidarity and provide care
Building bridges during no
malcy strengthens resilience
during emergencies, Atthecore
of anycrisisis a human being in
distress, which should awaken
compassion inall of us.

Equally important is the

readiness of the healtheare syy
tem, Pandemic protocols that
were recommended at the end
of the Covid-19 pandemic must
be implemented 1o strengthen
public healthcare infrastruc
ture to treat the huge number
of patients that cannot access
private hospitals. Cadres of
healthworkersneed to bemade
pandemic-ready for triage,
treatment, and reassurance of
fents as required, without
placing a strain on hospitals.
Advances in PCR testing now
enable virus screening for sick
patients and targeted care
These testing kits must be
madewidely available but used
with discretion to avold wast
e or shortage. The memory
of migrants making their way
home in desolation seill haunts
the collective memory, and
the next time around, nobody
should be excluded from care
or sustenance, with a clearand
viable public health plan acces
sibletoall, Inlow-resourceensi
ronments, bogistics, education,
and financial help remain the
greatest challenges,
The capacity tomanufacture
ccines was another critical
factor that helped us emerge
from Covid-19, and invest
ment in this sector would be
both prudent and life-saving.
A plan is needed to prevent
vaceine misinformation and
allow patients to comply with
public health efforts. Regular
budget allocations at state
levels in the intervening years
can boost healtheare capacity
required in emergencies. An
other step would be to ensure
that every citizen is covered by
health schemes or health out
rench programmes, bridging
the inequality and healthcare
gap that became so painfully
obvious during Covid-19. Such
efforts could build citizen trust
in health systems that they will
be inclusive and deliver on the
care required in a crisis.

In this time of reprieve, as
we face an uncertain future, it
may be prudent oreflecton the
biloethical concerns of inegual-
ity, harms, and confidentinlity,
revisiting our recentexperienc
o8 of Covid-19 and evaluating
our preparedness onoe more,

(The writer is a doctor and
author of Biomedical Exhicy)

patron and to understand the concept
ofimmortaliey for himself, set outto
mwditate, A white dog appeared to him,
Other dogs approached the white one
and sald “Blessed one, sing into being
food for us. Weare hungry”

The white dog made them forma
cirche holding cach other's tail. He led
the chanting and they followed, OM, let
us cat, OM let us drink, the chant rever
berated. The food and drink appeared.
The dogs ate, It was perhaps the first

that the fiest book or adhyaya of the

Chandogya ends with a strange anec-
dote: Galva Maitreyi, astudent intent
onmastering chanting on behalf of a

Tesson for Galva, For the moretal world
food was supreme. It sustained life.
The desire for life was eamest and went
beyond all techniques. The quest for
immortality was but a concept.
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Decrees from
the bully pulpit

blitz of executive orders signed by Donald Trump,
the47th Presidentof the United States, is a dramatic
foretaste of the Trumpian vision of American tri-
umphalism, about the radical and subversive contours of

COMMENT

WATERAS WEAPON

Dammingofthe
Brahmaputra

China’s hydropower
project necessitates a
greaterunderstanding of
implications on security

edgeif this included any conversations
about the Yarlung Tsangpo dam is not

lrthmlnx Chinu must be aware
that

and Pasighat may well be reduced/af-
fected due to any Chinese dam in the
lmmcdhlc upstream area in Tibet, a

Y

upper re “ lhl’ﬂ\m‘hl

Indk

gz P!
The battle of attrition over water

there

and rvmﬂaud water low in Siang,

which there i little doubt. The orders included the ones and ecology ot shandok h;;vg:',;-gr;-;,g D e pYCiact gy ) e
mmmg\g the M“"".‘ withdrawal 'm!' (hq World H‘tallh Arunachal Chief Minister Pema Khan-  enous people in Arunachal Pradesh,
mmm&:m‘:; m:;m: PRASENJIT CHOWDHURY du has said that the slejaM Upper Mu: Sauain significant social unrest, I.r::
» tpurpose (8 , estimate Damdisplaced | 4mil
full-time, mvokng bmhng,ht c:ﬂu'nsh!p. and pulling the hina's plan to build a $137-billion  to cost Rs 1.13 lakh crore, was bdnr lnhnbiwm (crities insisted the figure
United S fthe Py agr American mega dam in Tibet on the lower  planned to mitigate risks of fooding if  was 1.9 million) upstream in more than
i have used ve orders to legislate in ways / rrsdmunhe )’arhm'h‘;.uw: - ChI”: rdemfl exm: water, "I"l;c pro- lmodns.nmnkm'\dvl hi-
that overhang far beyond administrative activity - that s, o i A6 08 he Sang e QX 10 APvaNt of it Cavivacon
they have used these tools to achieve policy goals - espe- "“'1'?‘1'*_".':"':'“ 1 lv‘.'.""'” m'mm‘;,'h?.‘mmk adeth I8 ‘"E: " " proop il v o s
cially those they krmt!wymunhkclv l“l“"ml"l‘h with Usturn to flow into Arusachal Pradesh  jects, witha potential capacityof 11, China, as has been seen, does not do
the helpof Congress, The list of orders d then to Banga d thing with uate plan-
=~ from George Washi s ‘Neutrality I v Indiaand Bangladesh ning, and resolve, sometimes running
the executive mk-u issued by Woodrmv Wilmn in Wurld The project, according tor would into decades. The idea for the Three
Wnr 1to Dwight D, Eisenh dwarf any other single in m(nﬁurc q’ozr&t;, lm{muw‘. e 'l'::l‘
Priwiedy ¥, ) the pl I na's 1 tParty
rity ar ":“"h" F. ""k" to control T““" own Three Gorges Dam, regarded as mnnd Wil given a fiew Imprmu whm
o T e |
armed for [regulatory s na ly sceptical, first ulnmtydmmlmﬂmﬂldmlvd
control-is long. ;‘:ﬁm g a-l:u on the T’\Im: p:x;:u ing for the projs | project began in 1958,
President Trump has begun wider implications for the security it dragged on till 1992 when Premier
his pledge to xivep feesiopal Trump sets the and ecology of the states in India and LiPeng, who had himself trained as an
MAGA makeover and now, a RULTALTEITN 11 ewh a:ﬁ-.onrdm it Wmﬁmﬁgﬂ;ﬁm
wary world awaits how his vision - JRTTRPTNIIV basins in the world in terms of natural Ty the decision to build the dam, What
unfolds. Trump took aim at the x v resources (hydropower, fisheries, for- Is instructive is that the Three Gorges
Biden administration’s federal JUCHIEIAA estry, ivigated agriculture, navigation, Dam began officially operating as late
procurement targets for clean 9 wary world A alamenities, ourism, min- asin 2016, -
1 erals ete. The d ped il
powerclctric el and e ebrandingkielt i longwith e ing have been discussed ad nauseam
m‘ R Getar that s dp:: :muun hdul:‘ continues tobe ein rw. Inthe context of lnduchmna re- while the jury is still out on whether we
tions, New i S il i
ooul M"“m‘“‘ »USvehiclesalesto wwm fsome of L?oumtm 8, i perceives the anc need to rely heavi Iyo: p"p‘l’y“w:t’é?ﬂ
beelectric by 2030, Attor | from 22: filed ash Hi projects. It is touted to be a  ing technologies and use drou;
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citizenship, a century-old practice granting citi w0 0 million  spond o Beijing's sctivities and secure  or whether hydropower is a renewable
peoplein marn of 1.7 million m km its downstream interests, But does it? - and clean alternative for fossil fuels, or
US-born chiklren regardless of their parents’ status which O gt s
they viewed as violative of the 14th Amendment. But if China lack Jhe oe Whether energy from dammed rivers
Tr\-lymp has his way in king the concerns ubnm Nash floods 0' walrr ityequivalenttothe Three Gorges Dam - has h environmental and social
R reit, 0 China - some 60,000 MW ol hydro:  costs. While the anti-dam movement
mnud tochildren borm whoareon alarmin fthe d: bl power - and due to its enormity alone  is increasing in developed countries,
work visas (like H-1B) or those awaiting green clmh I! give China leverage in astate of armed can have serious mlopcul impacts i itis not only that China has built more
would ,...-dy |,"p,,_-| m.mhofmmmg,w"h high levels conflict. It is not known whether there  the earthq: pr layanbelt.  large dams than any other country but
US, including India and China. were any qnmknl:‘t:‘nl bn::‘d:h o o s still W|m;lcvchplnx m
"~ That the President signed pardons for 1,500 of his sup- $390 EOCH AR QYRR S0 PIOPONC due. “:u -t POWERES PRILOCHS KRG ST nat
problem is that the Siang dam  plan. A comprehensive study must be
porters who were part of the January 6, 2021 attack on constr ik hatflow  project is facing protests from thelocal - conducted on how the Chinese dam
the US Capitol trying to overturn the 2020 election might through them is part of the standard deeply apy over 0 across the
be a clue to the depth of polarisation of American politics. protocols of hydro-diplomacy because  the severe emlo(kwl Impact due to the i
His decision to repeal various executive orders promoting mllmnlm ?bmmmm fac- prprn Nuk:\nl pite d u\;fly. md wnml\rmn nonr;ul lndhl:
diversity mmmmnmmd LGBTQ equality -the diktat to tors areint vend nese  vocacy H ring t
Ministerof Foreign Affairs Wang Yiand Power Corporation (NHIC| uwlym drynnlon given the fact that China is
m:’l:S - als0 has the kncend I | ;:"l ; Indian National Security Advisor Ajit  the project on t ﬁndno’ deliberately weaponising water.
and female” has the incendiary potential to unleas Doval met on December 18 and talked  security and the adverse impactof the (T writer is a Kolkata-based
anew gender war, about “data sharing on trans-border  Chinese dam. While the flow in the  commentator on geopolitics,
rivers." among other things, the knowl-  Slang/Dihang Valley between Tuting  development, and culture)
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SPEAKOUT

Istrongly protest the claim that Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose died on August 18,
1945, as stated insocial media posts by Rahul
Gandhi! Lalsodemand that Rahul Gandhi
apologise within the next 24

hours forshowingdisrespect

to Netaji, who was the first

Prime Ministerof India.

Sukanta Majumdar, Union Minister
and BJP leader

N

Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but
not to his own facts.

Danlel Patrick Moynihan

TOBE PRECISE

THE ONLY WAY
10 MAKE POLLUTION

AND. MEGOVERNANCE |
WVIRE 10 THEML 3N ]

INPERSPECTIVE
Between gunshots:
What next for Gaza?

When history is
fraught, when truce
istemporary, can
hope be justified?

ADYA MADHAVAN
frer 15months of fight-
ing, lsrael and Hamas
ve reached a cease-
which came

in Gaza have all left the
surviving Palestinians with
deep resentment towards
Israel, An entire generation
= or what remains of it - has
missed out on educational
and career opportunities,
andwill find themselves ata
disadvantage. While the re-
building of Gaza continues,
thereisalways the risk of the
underlyinganger triggering
afreshwaveofviol . This

ibility exists on both

lnwa’lmmlmuurylﬂ Yet,
the fact that it is not the first
ceasefire between the two -
and probably won't be the
Im Is n sobering thought.

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Coiledintheloft

Abrightside tothe
unwelcome guest was
that the mice vanished

PRAGATI NAYAK
ur cat, Garfield, recently devel

apexd a fascinition with the
shed, This repository of odds and

1 went 1o the shed and looked in but
all 1 saw was the middie portion of the
snake which looled like any snake. “It
looks like a rat snake,” | said.” Are you
sureltsacobra?®

 Lily insisted she had seen the dis-

tinctive design on the back of nnhcad 1

less tosay, he had been misled by fulse
alarms in the past. Since we couldn’t
obtain a clear picture, we chose not
to summon him, hoping the snake
rvould wander off as mysteriously as
tay

lon ‘what solution

will md the conflict per-

manently? remains unan-
swered, and with the shock-
waves of the most recent war,
the prospects have become
increasingly gloomy. The re-
glon has been plagued with
hostility in the past as well,
but this particular war with
the use of modern technol-
oxlel has cha the land-
both physically as

wel as po“nmlly n-m In:y
©

sides of the divide.
uou in the time
of despair

And finally, regardless of the
ceasefire deal, pervasive is-
sues between Iseael and Pal-
estine that have existed for
over a century remain un-
resolved. Most pressing of
allarethe disw\mmr!‘ul
estinian sovereignty. Both
Israel and Palestine claim
Jerusalem as the capital,
an issue that is deeply con-
tentious since it is rooted in
religlous sentiments, Moreo-
ver, Iseaeli settlements in the
West Bank, which the Inter-
ional Court of Justice has

ared,
lmmxlwdny.l)lymn th ..‘

fochet iy phicné 0 caprure eviiane

reptile, whlhm"aithrringmu per
h-pumngmllndnm After some
effort, d to take o side-view

endsis !IIL d
mda brooms, rakes,

anadditional package, The BIP's promises include monthly
payments of Rs 2,500 to poor women, Rs 21,000 to preg-
nant women, a monthly pcminn (or the ddcrly und other
b‘-m,-ﬂ“, mr............ has

g ¥

and wmmng cans, He stood at the en-
trance, transfixed by s at the
back of the shed. My daughter Lily fol-
lmwd his gaze and pnmpdyrwnuwdm

phum J\slcldmt thesnake turnedand
seemed 1o directly at me, | clicked
again and waited for mnnpmln

h

nokse and to her horror, she saw that it
was our lr!mg. lh‘rt‘nyu. m-}hqg ina

down the stairs, u-m'mmerlns o close
the attic door as she went,
Wrmdmndu muplmfdwlm

hood
mnuumwewnpmdiuobc lldhmm

d"mdlchnu;\mk—ﬁlledmhcmu

be anywhere among the things stored

furure of the muon
Firstly, large parts of Pal-
estinian territory, particular
Iy the Gaza Strip, have been
physically decimated. In
nddmun 1o needing almost
ing rebuille, the anni-
humun the Hamas lead-
ership has also lefe a politi-
cal void in the region, Prior
to the war, the Palestinian

termed “illegal”, will con-
tinue 1o add to the existing
tensions, The many (‘m
of violence that have
initiated by both sides since
the Balfour Declaration
in 1917 now serveas
that must be shed if efforts
towards peace have to move
forward,

Furthermore, broader

hlwbeen o Ay Tm“ Thadb indow  ing parap Ii there for decades, leadership was split along  regional frictions, such as
"’“‘ tofl vy rehas andaccosted herassheentered. “What's — Our Inﬂl soinke catcher requires a 10 been over a month now. We hav- factional lines, with the  between Iranand Israel and
also been a tradition of distributing money the day before wrong?'Lasked, "Why theexcitement”  photograph before attending toacall. — en'tseen the snake leave. It could still be two most prominent being  Iseael and Yemen, will con-
the election. But the present system is more sophisticated; “Itsacobral”shew Iqueried  His experience had taught him not to - up there. One bright side s that we no the Palestinian Authority tinue to impact the conflict.
the distribution of benefits is now legal and more sys- h«whnper and she replied, "It might  trust panicked callers who think all ¢ hear the mice scurrying about (PA), a more mod and  Thesed, I Itin
tematic, The victory of the BIP in hearme.” snakes are the venomous kind. Need-  intheattic. diplomacy-oriented faction other players undermining
Haryana and Maharashtra and that primarily controls the  peace efforts to serve their
oftheCongressin Karnataknand [N West Bm;l nmll Il:lmn. a v.wn ;mersu. \r’\‘lh# now,
more r political group  then? Althoug| istory

TM"'W"":'M m“"‘::ed” m schemes LETTERSTO THE EDITOR with rm::unl Jeanings gov-  makes it seem unviable, the
sops and schemes the pa " " . " erning the Gaza Strip. way forward seems to be the
offered. The ruling party gets an kaged India will do well to tread cautiously Since the startof the war, - recognition of Palestine on
advantage over the Opposition packapedas I owelltotreadc . ) Hamas'influence hasgrown,  Israel's part as an independ-
b«am’i‘l is ina position to start handouts Apropos ‘Bracing for Trump impact’ (Jan 23), the article  already affects many Indian (nd The Cor lly in the Gaza Serip,  ent state. Both parties need
distributing the even before : provides a thorough and thoughtful analysis of the antic- ~ Ministry's efforts to anal e the tmput of these devel- while the PA has lost some 1o on their borders
fis ck'chmlim“m M;D?w htra fs the without ipated turbulence in the wake of Trump's ‘America le opments are welcome, The workd is worried about the of its legitimacy and faced  and honour the agreement
L . arashtra is t necessary policy. This assumes lp«ul significance, given Trum impl of Trump's p Inthe icism for not being able - setthements on either side
latestexample, The sops are now ! 1 and trade, |Ic left-leaning world leaders must introspect and reassess toeffectivelyconfront Israck.  beyond the boundaries also
presented as welfare schemes. TR ORI Ire has been instramental in brokering o truce between — their bridge the Browing gap their While there havebeenmany  need to be addressed. The
Schemes that put money in the Israel and Hamas, his stance on teade tariffs and diplo- d | which has con- calls for unity between the  question whether Jerusa-
hands of people, especially those electoral ethics matie norms rai 08 about tributed o the rise of right-wing ideologies in the global two factions, their historical  lemis a shared or dual-capi-
from theweakersections of socke- surpeises. Indin must be cautious ml prq)lrcd m face political landscape, and ideologieal differences  1al city needs 1o be resolved

I s md = w — hall particularty ‘Ch: Jose Abraham, Kottayam have made unity difficult. aswell.

ty.haveasocialand economic val- X This is despite the fact that  Additionally, sharing re-
ue. But when they become competitive handouts without Visa adv;mmgc? Dcm()cracy athome democracy. Like charity, democracy they will be working to- sources, especially water,
(hc necessary ch«ks. lhcy test the limiu of fair practices, too must begin at home, gether in a joint committee  needs to be fairly negotiat-
violate racy. Apropos ‘Dhankh need D after the war. In the last ed, given that both rely on

™ Adad N

Themoney groups
before and after the elections are from the public excheq:
uer. Hm- (Iu madwq\wr uwnud and buillbylhr puhlc with

Al

yuu-ww- mmw

liticalgains, Theyalsobrand
ple with the seal of Prime Ministers or Chief Mlnim-n on
them, personalising the entire process, When the largesse
is extended to some smtom on a big scale, it depletes the
funds availabl publicgoods
and services and implement programmes that benefit
all citizens, No party u-llu lhc peopk how thesc sops are

M_RDI ‘Need competent people,
says Trump amid H-B visa row’
(Jan 23), President Donald Trump's
reforms to the H-18 visa p

for parties to issue whip to their
llllmllkﬂ'l'(hn 23), Vice-President

alm o pvinmlu highly ‘lllk(l

onthe nc«l for mnln 10 Issue

Unacceptable conduct

The BIP's internal conflicts are
escalating, with the recent core

the whips lre lhm-ly and
vlupmcmm new salary-based  thought-provol
model will benefit Indian profession- nruum that me mmn freedom of

alsin the US, who can now renew
their visas domestically. Students on
F-1 visas can also transition to H-1B
visas more efficiently, Research-ori-
ented institutions are exempt from
the annual visa up. Prom niug

expression and subject represent-
atives to servility, He cites the US
Senate’s practice of persuasion over
whip, highlighting the importance
democratic norms. However,
Dhnnlhar s own party affilintion

funded. M "

dni ) b Work

n m-hnua

andthat .\huuld serveasalesson forothers whoare piu:hdn‘;
sops as part of poll strategy.

pulrdu and will llu'nulhtn US-Indin
€conomic ties.
NSadhasiva nny. Bengalury

about his ability o

meeting r-rhnu
another round of strife, The state in-
charge Radha Mohandas Agarwal's
conduct towards former minister
B Seiramulu was humiliating and
unaceeptable,
Manikantha Pa Hiremath, Bagalkot

Our readers are welcome t emall kettors 1o

prutdr over Rajya Sabha g
impartially, To truly serve democra-

cy, he must put nerests
and prioritise the princi ML

Iettors
el < NOt hanowrithen - will be accepted)
AL etters st corry the serder's postal
accress and phone rumer

year and a half, many senior
Hamas leaders, as well as
Hamas fighters, have been
killed. The power vacuum
left by theabsence of central
figures of the organisation
could lead to unrest after
the war, and give violent fac-
tions the opportunity to try

and seize power,

Secondly, Israel's barrage
of attacks across the Gaza
Strip, the remendous loss
of Palestinian lives and Is-
raels inability to maintain
a constant military pres-
ence in the region or estab-
lish a form of ge

the mountain aguifer, the
constal .1:.:4“ and the Jor-
dan River basin, Finally, both
sides need 10 make security
assurances. Palestine needs
to know there will be no
mareoccupation or military
incursions, and Isracl needs
10 be assured that there
will be no more terrorist at-
tacks, While this may seem
like unrealistic hope for the
reglon, perhaps, the time has
come for i keap of faith,

(The writer is a junior
rescerch analyt ot the
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Withdrawal symptoms

US is ceding global leadership where it matters most

wo executive orders signed by United States President Donald Trump
soon after taking office offer potent examples of the sole superpower's
repudiation of leadership in critical global challenges: Climate change
and health, The first is withdrawal from the 2015 Paris agreement
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The
second is to leave the World Health O (WHO). Both di
expressions of Mr Trump's “America First” agenda. It is an open question whether
these withdrawals would benefit the US; they will certainly impact the rest of
the world, especially the developing world, which accounts for 83 per cent of the

gtob-l popullﬂon.
the from the Paris The last time Mr Trump
dldmu-t&lh President, and the action was | because th

at that time required a four-year timeframe from the time a country invoked the
withdrawal mechanism. By then, Joe Biden was elected to office and rejoined
the nccml. Also, 30 states of the US and several municipal mmmcms continued

to to reduce h gis and had com-
mitted thy to the This time, however, the with-
drawal mcchunlsm allows a one-year limcl‘umc The 'l’unlng America First in
to this move
by limiting the US' cmmbutiun towards other countries’ mitigation and adap-
tation MrTr dthe US Climate Finance
Plan, established under Mr Bldcn m channel funds through multilateral and
bilateral to help ping " climate
The p pti of banks from similar

green I‘unds nhcnd of Mr Trump's lmug\mllon suggested these funds, grossly
inadequate to meet developing-country needs in any case, would dry up soon.
The Unleashing American Energy, which disbands all research on the impact of
greenhouse-gas emission, and the 47th President’s decision to refocus on ruuil
fuels put a question mark on the US' target of
to 61-66 per cent below 2006 k—w.-h by 2035, With global lcmp:mnm:s hitting

record highs, the h action by the world's second-largest
emitter with a deep il for the h gas stock in the
sendsa ly negative signal on the gravity of the crisis,

Thy impact of the from the WHO will be felt sooner, with
the Tru that the US will suspend paying its member's
dues, Mudlitcm\slducdmmslndunfmr The US was the WHO's largest funder,
mmmﬁmlmmmmuﬂﬁmmmhnmdcﬂwywm

OPINION 9

Trump’sdisruptive agenda

Amid a barrage of policy measures, a potential US-China

Fanyone belleved that much of Donald Trump's
presidential campalgn agenda was mere rhetoric,

rapprochement could pose the most consequential risk for India

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

like the CEOs of Meta, Google and Amazon.
Mr Trump has sought to give a reprieve to the

may now witness s a significant ramp-up In oll and
gas exploration and exports. Say farewell to the
much-touted “energy transition” that the world com-
mitted to at COP 28 in the UAE in 2023 In the short-
term, Indla may benefit from lower energy prices,
It may be able to fend off US pressures on the trade
front by agreeing to buy larger quantities of US oll
andgas. 1 term, the serfous setbacktocl
actlon would have more enduring adverse imy X
Mr Trump demonstrated the serlousness of his
antl-immigration agenda by signing an urdlnnme
natlonal onthe US
border with Mexico. The construction of the border
wall along the entire frontier will be resumed and
the documenting and extradition of lllegal immi-
grants will be taken up in earnest. The use of the US
military in thi will be ince it
Is a declared national emergency. There may be an
unprecedented humanitarian crisis as a result and
even civie unrest. Undocumented Indlan immi-
grants —some 19,000 —will be affected and their
repatriation to Indla Is more than likely. However,
Mr Trump sald he was open to forelgn talent useful
to the US being allowed entry, This. the con-
tinuance of the H-1B visa Issuance, which has
become so important to Indla's IT sector.

and later during a free-

25 per cent tarlffs

she should have been P y dis-  Chi ed TIkTok, the popular video-sharing ‘Though tariffs are the centreplece of Mr Trump’s
abused of such notlons. Both In his inaugural npeech app. which had been banned from the US, a ban  agenda, he refrained from announcing any specific
Sourt. except for
MrT id th that he had his mind about

the media while he signed
Oval Office, Mr n'umphll the gmund running. As l
“lame-duck” President he will operate under no
political or electoral constraints,

An unprecedented political situation prevails in
the US today. A key feature of the

TikTok when he realised how much it had helped
him to reach out to the young voters in the country.
He was prepared to let it continue to operate if it
became a 50:50 joint venture with a US company. If,

as many expect, TikTok is bought by

against Mexico and Canada If they did not accept
US demands on the export of fentanyl and the pre-
vention of illegal immigration into the US. The threat
to impose tariffs will serve as a bargaining lever to
extract trade and other concessions from trading
partners, He did, however, announce the setting up

US political structure has been the Elon Musk, then Mr Trump would  of a new External Revenue Service, which would
constitutionally in-bullt system of have the most powerful instruments  presumably assess, impose, and collect tariff rev-
checks and balances, with a separa- of Influencing and shaping publlc enues In a separate account. This would enable him
thon of s among the executlve, opindon, to how much the US Is earning from
the legislature and the judiciary, behind, Expect a very different nar-  import tariffs.

eachwith well-defined and relative-
Iy autonomous authority, This time
round, the presidency Is unlikely to
be restrained by Congress, as both
houses are dominated by
Republican mllolltlel lnd more SHYAM SARAN

P n

for di vaccine Covid, flu
d di f i Viathe WHO, the US al
programmes for clean water, food, and vaccines to children in poor nations, The
could ak .mUSliwdlby it from global
on diseases, i strains. Though criticism that the

'WHO requires reform is valid, wluuinwulnnmthcmmr It is possible that China
will step into the breach again, as it did with a $30 million pledge when Mr Trump
stopped WHO Itis whether the
world's most x ceding s most pow-
erful authoritarian regime is in the world's best interests,

Nogrey areas
Regulated trading before listing will increase transparency

he Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) is considering asking
exchanges to enable a “when listed” section on their platforms where
initial public offerings (IPOs) may be traded in the period of three working
days between allotment and listing. This is to regularise grey market
trading in such shares, The current situation leads to rampant “off-the-books”
speculation during that period of hiatus. Sebi Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch
said that a “when listed” section, which allows allotments (rather than the shares
be traded i fashion, would allow a primary investor who
received an allotment in an IPOto cash out by sellingitin
transaction, without waiting for formal listing and trading of the shares. Such
trades of Id then be the f the share-
holders as appropriate once the share is listed on the secondary market.

This would be an improvement in some respects on the current situation.
Transaction prices on the grey market are opaque and impossible to verify. This
concept would, therefore, enable better price discovery for investors and analysts,
assuming the bid/offer prices and volume data in the “when listed” section are
visible, as is the case in secondary-market trading, Also this would probably mitigate
the wheresh listed at huge premiums due tothe lack of
a mechanism to track grey-market price movements, Price appreciation in the
“when-listed" section would be refl d as they occur, rather th
In one shot on listing day. Such a mechanism would also clarify the tax payable in

where PO all y cash out for capital gains. However, sucha
measure would not curb but, in with other
measures to regulate the primary market, especially the lightly regulated segment
of small and medium enterprises, it would enable investors and authorities to
monitor the market better. Besides, if Sebi reduces the time window between allot-
ment and listing, this could also impose another constraint upon grey market
speculators in that they wuuldgu less time to carry out their operations,

Given the impr which has helped reduce
ux-umck:umlcnmtmuu-lndunmdxmmtlmm-mmnlwkrmm
toreduce the time by and listing, day. Overall, the
1PO market has seen very high and ity over the past with

1POs on both the mainboard and SME (small and medium enterprises) segment
attracting strong investor interest. In 2024, 91 companies raised a sumring Us
trillion ($18.5 billion). ipl vhi

to Mr 'l‘rumps support or hesitant to oppose him
for fear of retribution.
The Supreme Court, packed with rlgm wing

rative from the US —more
palemical, more populist and aggres-

For Indla, there may be pressures on the trade
!mm. glmilu m mme experlmcrd during Mr
such

sive, There will be fewer
of upholding values and mml ml

ubuytng mom Usoll lnd gas or Increasing defence

tude. American foreign will
be more Influenced by domestic
rather than external factors.

Mr Trump has once again walked out of the Parls

Notably, there
was no shlrp mc:ulc against China in elther his
inaugural speech or his press interaction. While he
clalmed that China was controlling the Panama

Climate Agreement, as he did at the of
his first term. In his inauguration speech, he reiter-

Can Is not true), he al b

of his recent telephone conversation with Chinese
President Xi Jinping. This could indicate the possi-
bility of the two countries reaching some level of

appolntees during Mr Trump's first term, he lled hi; slogan, "Drill, baby, drill,” remov-
pronounced that the President would be Immune on fossil fuel

from prosecution for any actions he takes while in ’mls Includes openlng up pristine areas tactical
office. The federal nature of the US state may offer  in Alaska for ol

some from Party and for

ruled states, But overall, Mr 'n'nmp I ytoface LNG export: | markets. terml-

Iny hisrad- nals were not being licensed under President Biden

l-.‘vmxhevlh'm us
nnd ubenl media, which could provide some sem-
blance of resistance, are likely to be swamped by the
soclal media controlled by his corporate acolytes,
Including Elon Musk with “X" and recent converts

to prevent a large Increase in LNG exports, which
would have led to increased gas prices in the US. Mr
Trump has declared an "energy emergency” in the
US even though the US Is already self-sufficlent in
fossil fuel production and consumption. What we

which would not be good
news for India. If there Is one real risk to watch for,
this Is the most consequential. But, the meeting of
the Quad foreign ministers in Washington following
the Trump Inauguration and the lssuance of a brief
statement reaffirming the Quad's importance,
Including a reference to India hosting the next sum-
mit, offers some reassurance.

The authoris a former forcign secretary

Budget should solidify growth path

when domestic economic growth is moder-
ating, there s Increased volatility in the finan-
clal markets with a lhnp deplellon of our forex

The Union Budget will be presented at a time

nomic growth moderating, fiscal consolidation
should proceed more gradually, while ensuring that
the debt trajectory remains on a downward slope.
Focus on agri secton: A large part of India's popula-
on i Indiacan-

reserves, and

up skilling facilities or work closely with skilling
inth ble

tomised skilling and subsequent absorption within
the clusters,
A push to manufacturing through these clusters

wlthlnewmmmllnlhﬂ)& Inthese
times, the upcoming Budget should focus on accel-
erating growth while charting a path towards the
vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047,

Listed below are five suggested areas the Budget
should focus on:

post-Covid
has focussed on a mpex Ied recovery and that has
boded well so far. While the focus
on capex should continue, there lsa
need to supplement this with some
consumption-boosting measures. A
wide-based and sustained pick-up
In consumption will also help bring
In private Investment. The Budget
should consider a cut in personal
Income tax liabllity by around § per

cent across tax slabs. While this will acritical priority. Also crucial is the
incur arevenue lossamountingto 02— development of adequate infras-  higher
per cent of gross domestic product RAJANI SINHA tructure for food transportation and
(GDP), it will provide a strong boost storage, alongside strengthening

and
Factors like weaker job creation and low real wage

growth
tothe Reserve Bank of Indla's Household survey, con-
sumer sentiment (for current period) has remained

that an allotment was like winning a lottery. As a result, many stocks have listed at
high premiums to the issue price. In turn, bumper profits for allottees have led to
even more interest being generated, and this has led to a surge in activity in the grey
market where an allotment can be traded even before listing, That rationale for the

not y
without further progress in this sector.

will help us the China-plus-one oppor-

employs 45 per cent of Indla's workforce but con-
tributes only 18 per cent dded (GVA).

tunity globally. It will also help create jobs

and facllitate the movement of excess workers from
hich

‘The Budget should focus on Incmnlxu productivity

tothe sector.

rently employs only 11 per cent of the workforce.

in the sector

thon and I‘naﬂng on research md lnm\'nlnn in the

cent of factory 18 con-

sector.

should be encouraged through the
fund.

centrated in Tlml| Nadu, Gujarat, and Maharashtra,
This the need to develop such clusters
in other regions as well, in close collaboration with

‘There s a need to provide further
push to agri-allied sectors like live-
stock, horticulture, and fisherles, as
this will help Increase labour pro-
ductivity and rural Incomes. A

state go
The need for skilling: India has the advantage of
a growing working-age population, unlike most
global economies that are grappling with ageing
demographics. However, to tap into this opportu-
nity, we must ensure that workers are adequately

greater push to the agrl
Industry and agri-exports should be

agri-industry linkages,
Industrial clusters: The government should Iden-
tify a few sectors with high potential for export and
such as phar-
maceuticals, auto and auto-ancillary, textiles, and

I Only around
4.4 per cent of Indla's workforce Is formally skilled,
compared to 24 per cent In China md llgnmcnn;lz
in

government In the last few Budyts has been focus-
ing on skilling programmes and upgrading
Industrial Training Institutes. This focus needs to
be accelerated sharply to enable us to tap into our
demographic dividend.

Equally important is mlemlng the growth

while
able and Inclusive. Continued focm 0N capex, sup-

inth zone since the footwear, and create an ecosystem to attract invest-
The ment in these sectors. This could involve growing with to boost
should slow d its fiscal existing clusters and creating new com-  should help thy y Improve its growth momen

efforts h-

It had set a target of achieving a fiscal deficit-to-GDP
ratio lower than 4.5 per cent by FY26. Even If the
Centre achleves the fiscal deficit target of 4.7 per cent

petitive clusters with complete ln!rmmcmre and

tum. For its long-term sustainability, me most critical

backward and forward linkages, as
should

aspect will be large labour force pro-

in the last Unlon Budget. The
focus on rlclliutlng all other anpects. such as

y by cnmlng loba and ennmng

n the
s . s he It of GDP In FY26 and reaches 4.5 per cent of GDP only chain for posed by anm:l.ll lmzlltpeme
they should a space. Itisa by FY28, the general government debt-to-GDP ratio by reduclng import tarlffs for input materials where
Is likely to be on a downward trajectory. With eco-  necessary. should be toset  Theauthoris chiefeconomist, CareBge Ratings
critiques, pmicululy under colonlal the' d
erforcesthats ap uism S T Ty s
MrPillai p Vedas action.
with ‘searllest together in mainstream conschousness,
tesdid thi process. Headopted the cultural heast
against d falths? fTamil Ay h Fact d of Hindutva, V whose
And, lastly, did th hi issls defined fled, often rigid s
threads, from f the Bibleas a Veda, sacred hat  whileth
C toit), and even challenges of Western religious past y Or,In
militans, Hindutvaof tod: Chri 4 the Mr Pillal, “History here was
T (Mr | 3 S0, the popular way | about dd
BOOK REVIEW Pillai lesofhistory, | € His oy o GODS,GUNSAND " | present-day g
1 h sy disch hefluidity | Krish b Ral
AMRITESH MUKHERIEE plural many, and, attimes, the contradictionswithin | Puranas), one ofa v d Gods, Guns
ystorles. religious adaptation. Mr Pillal’s playful, naughty god Dayanand and.
hesecond chapter of Lao Tzu's Unlikethe neat narratives sold today, narrative brings out th g U Author: who izef
‘TuoTe Chingspeaks of the h dy of-war of | firtedwiththevillage [y M }\ the for
interplay of opposites: “Forbeing | adapting, and where faith and ldznllly girls, under MIESIONAES glory with notes
and nonbeing arise together; hard and T history, Mr collide, adapt, religion. Tumingto rivallingthe main text in length, the book
easy hother:| d 1k faith never settling intostatle forms, and criticism, the they y
short shape each other; high and low of myths, rituals, and sacred spaces I Jesuits gh a and
dependon eachother; nme and volu of Akbar “were from the Gita: The “pure”and accessible storytelling. Offering its
akether dflows, g0t away all- through
after follow each other.” Soit Is,and has life knowing, all-supreme G 1l Hindulsm lived hepi " heb ves
been, that to define Isto exclude; to Itscultural heart. Mr P hl calling Akbar 1 P d the d ds. It'sadebate,a
unite isalsotoseparate. history h, d bl iglonof "} i h T by and fon forthe
Mlnul-‘tlll]';()a&(;wuaml “Will thy | depth, bl 1 vith by future. It'sad!
ofthelr d nevermartyrus?' cried Aoquaviva, C inth ik
bommmughlhuunlmhauulwwcld T-ke for dork Chiristi: " At Europe's book, weaving together past and present
the Hind Howdid this fde Nobill, a However, thisfl ng for India's deby hat b Is. witer, and edditor
Catholic Yy the bullt lso | anclent texts.C William y l s world
d What | rules, d: det 1} [ without “Tilak, from his Instagram/X: arvamofwonds
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Ad hoc judgesi in HC: When and how can they be appointed?

only be made i
AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI. JANUARY 23 Provision for appointments
Article 224A, titled "Appointment of re-

ONTUESDAY, the Supreme Court suggested

tired Juclges at sittings of High Courts”, states;

ad hoc (as required) basis to add'r;.'n the
of pending criminal cases

growing backlog
before several High Courts,

Article 224A of the Constitution allows
the Chief Justice of a High Court to request
retired HC judges to perform the duties of a
Judge again, with the permission of the
President of India, Aithough it has rarely been
invoked, there is a detailed procedure for

*“The Chief Justice of a High Court for any State
may at any time with the previous consent of
the President, t any person who has
held the office of a Judge of that Court or of
any other High Court to sit and act as a Judge
of the High Court for that State”,

Such appointees are entitled to al-
lowances as determined by the President's
order and have the jurisdiction, powers and
privileges of a judge of that High Court, Both

such with the SC pr
weighing in on the practice,

The SCon Tuesday also suggested modi-
fying the top court’s 2021 decision, which
coule

held that ad hoe judge

the retired judge and the President of India
are rvqulnd to consent to the appointment,

1908 Mrmntandwn of Procedure (MOP) for

of High Court judges, which

e THIS WORD MEANS ——

CBP ONE APP

Amobile app that allowed US-bound asylum-seekers to
schedule appointments with immigration authorities

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI JANUARY 23

IN ONE of his first moves after becoming
the US President, Donald Trump shut
down the mobile app designed to help
schedule appointments for people seek-
Ing asylum in the US,

The CBPOne entry program was insti-
tuted by Trumgp's predecessor Joe Biden,
and has enabled neary one million people
toenter into the US since January 2023, the
Associated Press reported,

In a press release on Monday, the US
Customs and Border Protection said that
it had initiated “removal of the schedul-
Ing functionality” for the app and “exist-

have b A

ing

How CBP One worked
The CBP One app worked as a lottery
that avwarded 1
SRR Vg
p border daky

tion parole before reaching the US border,
Before the app was asy-

‘Theoffice of the National Institute
of Migration at Piedras Negras, on

the US-Mexico border. fewiers

Once approved, migrants were allowed
to stay in the US for up to two years, be
shielded from deportation, and get a
work it

The CBP One program has long been
touted by Homeland Security staff as hav-

lum-seckers waited in large camps in
Mexico while they hoped to secure ex-
emptions to Title 42, a pandemic-era
public health order used by the US gov-
ernment to turn away migrants, Others
tried to cross the border illegally.

Since January 2023, CBP One has
served as the sole route for asylum-seck-
Ing amidst a larger crackdown by the
Biden administration on illegal hnrdrr
crossings, However, the app's impl

Toss-

Ings at the Mexico border.

Trump & immigration
Throughout his presidential campaign,

Trump maintained that Biden allowed an

influx of undocumented migrants, and

was prepared .|ln-r the rrumm ofthecol-  Supreme Court, Thc court also provid: for regular ap-

It states such Thus, onwhen
that after the retired judge has consented to the process could be initiated, Most impor-
the appointment, the Chief Justice must for- - Criteria to prevent overuse tantly, the court held that ad hoc judges can

ward her name and appointment details to
the Chief Minister. The CM will pass this rec-

ommendation to the Union Law and the

Minister, who will consult the posts of HC judges, having
Chief Justice of India before for- noted that the “number of va- lur
warding the recommendation LAw cancies arising every year are

and the CJi's advice to the Prime barely appoint-

In Lok Prahari, the SC was
measures to Add'!ll pendm' cases before

only be when ations
ruv:-mb«nnudehrlenmanmdnw

after both the num-
ber of active judges and pending proposals
intments, This is so that Article 224A
“resorted to only on the process hav-

Minister of India. The PM will advise the
President on whether to give her approval.
However, in the case of Lok Prahari
Through Its General Secretary SN. Shukia IAS
(Retd.) v. Union of India (2021), the Supreme
Court held that this recommendation “has
to be routed through the collegium of the
Court”, This collegium includes the
CJ1 and the two seniormost judges of the

Ubrt MISRA

UNITED STATES President Donald Trump has
said he is considering putting a 10X tariff on
Chinese imports because “they're sending
fentanyl to Mexico and Canada”, and 25% on
goods from those two countries "because
they're allowing vast numbers of people and
fentany! to come” into the US.

threatened 60X urul;om:hmne.'u:d\r Last
month be said he would put 100% tariffs on
BRICS countries if they tried to undermine
the US dollar — a threat that he appeared to
repeat while answering a reporter’s question
hours after becoming President

“Tard", Trump has said mmy times, “is
the most beautiful word in the dictionary”,
and his "favourite” word.

program after coming to :
“All illegal entry will immediately be
halted, and we will be.lnlhe process of

tation has not been easy. Mlgunn have
often complained of technical glitches
and long waiting times.

Why CBP One was crucial

CBP One allowed asylum seekers to
seek immigration parole without secur-
ing formal admission into the US.

of crim-
inal aliens back to the places from which
they came,” Trump refterated during his
Inaugural address,
Removing the app comes amidst a se-
m of sweeping presidential executive
Includ-
ing declaring anational emergency at the
us mulhrm border, and launching the

According to the US C and  proce:
(USCIS), this enables mmeverlhhmmnuypmtohr
an individual “who may be Theclosure of the CBP

orotherwise ineligible for admission into
the United States, to be paroled into the
United States for a temporary period.”
Parole may be granted for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons or “significant public
benefits”, according to USCIS's discretion.

One app will lleely trigger a spate of un-
documented crossings in the United
States' southern border, experts say,
The American Civil Liberties Union on
Monday challenged the order in the US
District Court in Washington DC,

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

tariffs, and how
do they work?

Almmnmll\alammm Imposes

ountry inques-
mn(tht US in this case ). Consider the fol-
lowing simple scenanio,

Product X — say, a car = manufactured in
the US, is sold the country for $120, and a
similar car imported from China is sold for
$100. Over time, as more American cus-
tomers buy the cheaper car, imports from
China rise. In consequence:

WA sakes of the American carmaker de-
cline, the wages of its workers do not rise
enough, and some start to get laid off, The
company stops hiring, and also stops ex-
panding, so no new jobs are created.

@ The US trade deficit — the difference
between the value of imports and exports —
increases, This essentially means more
money flows out of the country,

W American consumers continue to get
cheaper cars,

us

ments”. At the time, there were almost 40%
vacancies across all High Courts, The court
also took note of some umﬂ reports of the
Law e
ily appointing retired judges whu have
decades of experience is a viable solution to
tackle the mounting backlog.

However, the court expressed concern

d for filling up of the regular

and their. 2

The court also held that there has to be a
“Trigger Point” for appointing judges under
Article 224A, such as if the HC has vacancies

be appointed for 2-3 years, with two to five
ad hoc judges inacourt,

Rarely invoked provision
1n2021, the SC noted that there have only

Judges
being appointed under Article 224A, and
ullud it a "dormant provision”, These were:

pointment of Justice Suraj Bhan
m«hc Madhya Pradesh HC in 1972 for one
year to hear election petitions;
W The appointment of Justice P!
to the Madras HC in 1982, His term was re-
newed for another year in August 1983;
W The appointment of Justice O P

of more than 20X of the

(excluding any proposals for appointment)

and if more than 10X of the backlog of pend-

ing cases is over five years, It further recom-
dnd that ad h i

that Article 224A Id fnaction

Judge

EXPLAINED [XelelTo] 7o}

Trump’s tariffs threat

How do trade tariffs work, and how to make sense of the US President’s threat to use it against countries
like China, Mexico, and Canada? What happened after Trump imposed tariffs on China in 2018?

US TRADE, 2014-2023
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to the Allahabad HC in 2007 to
hear the Ayodhya titke sults,

There are no recorded instances of ad hoc
Judges being appointed since the 2021 deci-
sion of the top court.

the US, say com ar aircraft. Or, it can devalue
its currency in such away that the net effect
of the US tarifls is zero. The exchange rate of
the Chinese renminbi (as also the Indian ru-
pee)is not fully determ)

The response of any country to tariffs is
usually a mix of these strategies. But it is im-
portant to note that tarifls, while attempting
to favour domestic producers and govern-
ment finances, almost always hurt domes-
tic consumers,

Large-scale disruption of trade can raise
prices and inflation, and may fail to achieve
the ariginal goals of protecting domestic in-
dustry, Even when domestic industry is pro-
tected, the cost — in terms of being saddled
with sub-standard and costlier cars as Indians
were before the economic reforms of 1991 —
is bome by the domestic consumer.

Did the tariffs imposed by Trump against
China in his first term (2017-21) work?

Itdley onthe parameter one looks at,
1 just the US-China direct trade is consid-
ered, Trump's tanifls worked very well,

Between 2017 — the year before the first
Trump administration put 25% tariffs on
many Chinese goods — and 2023, imports
from China fell, and the overall trade “bal-
ance” — in this case deficit, represented by a
minus sign - reduced.

But the picture on US trade with Mexico
and Canada is different, In both cases, both
US imports and trade deficits ballooned,

What Is the' for India?
Ajay Srivastava, founder of lhe meurh

Trade R
Jobal Trade

is selling well brings the government rev-
enue. If the sole purpose is to ralse more rev-
enue, the tariff rate may not be S0%, but only,
say, 5% or 10, so that the sales of Chinese

A There will be inflation in the US, while
China will remain largely unaffected.

In such cases, American carmakers
raise thelr price from $120 to $140 (still be-

(GTRI) and a former member of the Indian
Trade Service, has pointed out that while US
imports from China declined by $81.56 bil-
lion between 2017 and 2023, the overall US
trade deficit (across all trading partners)
widened as imports shifted to non-Chinese
FTAs.
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“pro-
" taniff of 50% on all car imports
from China.

Why wantto
impose tariffs?

Due to one or more of these reasons;

Protect the domestic car industry: Chinese
cars will now cost $150 (instead of $100) and
demand will arguably shift to the cheaper
($120) US-made cars. The whole industry
will be better off financially.

Ruise tax reverues; Taxing a product that

“China showcased remarkable resilience,
lnm'-mnl its global exports by $1.1 trillion

its role as a critical player in
;Aob.\l lupplydwmfnr electronics, pharma-

Contrast that to the US trade deficit,
which increased from $516 billion in 2017 to

cars don't completely dry up, low $150 of the Chinese cars), and make

Force Chinese cars  more money sources, by thi
in the US: This is called Foreign Direct  the quality of the car or the efficiency of man-
Investment (FDIL and itis agood way toen-  ufacturing it.
sure that American consumers get better or TheUS 1
cheaper cars and American workers don't  enues in this case, But American consumers
lose their jobs either. still bear the cost. ceuticals,

China sets up a plant in the US: This ises-  wrote ina recent report.
ight ry that ks d sentially what Trump wants. However, China

tariffs d? may not want to do so — given the higher

There are several options, labour and other input costs inthe US, ik may  $784 billion in 2023,

Dumping: The Chinese carmakers, if they
have the resources, can choose to simply ab-
sorb the tariff and continue to sell for $100,
The caleulation would be to drive American
carmalers out of the market over time and,
once they have a monopoly, ralse prices and
recover previous losses,

Puss the tariff cost to the consumer; The
Chinese firms can add the 50% tariff ($50 in
this case) to the price nrthc car, so it is the
Americ, thetar-

not be able to build that car for $100,and set-
ting up a factory in the US rather than in
China would imply Chinese job losses.
Trade rerouting: China may reroute thelr
cars through countries such as Mexico and
Canada that enjoy a free-trade agreement
(FTA) with the US, So, China exports an almost
fully built car to Mexico, where it is repack-
aged and sold as a Mexican export to the US,
Trade wnr China may n:ululr by

countes 20 ith

According to Seivastava's study, the key
beneficiaries of the trade war between the
US and China were Mexico, Canada, and the
ASEAN nations, which together accounted
for 57% of the growth in US imports.

The question for India: Are Indian ex-
porters ready and capable of using the op-
portunity if a new trade war begins — or
could India become a market that passes
through Chinese goods to the US, without
much value-addition at the domestic level?

Donald launches STRUMP: Why do memecoins divide even cryptoinvestors?

KARAN MAHADIK
NEW DELHL JANUARY 23

Whatls

AFTER EMERGING as a vocal ﬂypm advo-

dhnmdbymnnmmmuﬂm;

Other viral meme-
coins include Shiba Inu
(named after a Japanese

h vahxe ype

cate during his pre
Donald Trump launched his very own
crypto memecoin STRUMP on January 18,
two days before his inauguration,
Trump pitched the coin to
his supporters asaway “tocel
ehrate everything we stand for:
WINNING!®, The offickal web-

GLOBAL

Unlike traditional cryptocurrencies,
aneunmuamwmm\emwmﬁu.z;
using launchpad platforms such as
Pump fun that are hosted on
blockchain networks like
Solana or Ethereum. In
November last year. a 13-year-
old

site of the coin, however, car-
ries a disclaimer stating that $Trump is not
“an investment opportunity” nor “a security”,
and that these memecoins “are intended to

function as. for,and

boy d his own

memecoin called Quant, which went viral
and netted him $30,000,

Dogecoin is perhaps the best known

ut there, Initially asa

with the ideals

bodied by the symbol STRUMP™,

First udyMrImlaTrumplolluwrd suit,
releasing her own memecoin SMELANIA
on January 20,

Jokein 2013, it took off after being champi-
oned by tech billionaire Elon Musk on X,
“Today, Dogecoin is among the few crypto

sev-
eral market cycln.

epe (In-
spired by the viral car-
toon frog meme), Over
13 million new meme-
coins were created in
2024, with a combined
market value of $ 100 bil-
lion, according to a report
by blockchain consul-
tancy firm BDC,

What causes the
marketcap of

The market cap of any cryptocurrency
is decided based on the price of each coin,
and the number of coins available, Creators
give memecoins liquidity by pairing them
with popular cryptocurrencies such as
Ether, but platforms such as Pump fun set

initial prices using their  Why are many investors concerned sters create a new memecoin backed by a
own formula, about memecoins? liquidity pool of some well-known cryp-
However, since Memecoins stand out as the riskiest  tocurrency, and then drain the pool, caus-
mnmlmmm(lkdm umb&lnllwcmmmarlm whlmnny- ing the value of the memecoin to become
lying assets, by many In minutes, This tactic was used
lhtydoml !uvuny n- lrdllturul investory, by the creators of the Squid Game coin,
trinskc value. Due to their high vnhmlly. memecoins After the launch of STRUMP, US
Creators of meme-  have also become ashotbedsof G
coins focus on brand  fraud Over 40% of “pump- the worst of crypto
building to drive up val-  and-dump” scams, according tothe BDC re- d Y many advocates,
ues, For instance, port. *Pump-and-dump” refers toa formof X h d",
STRUMP features the US  fraud in which the peice of an owned stock “These actions by President Trump will
President pumping his  is artificially inflated (pumped) through ~ also !unhr taint lhe:mm Num'y. ich
fist — a gesture he made  false and positive has
moments after he was bcfol!bﬂn;ldd(dumwd)al the higher Othmluwallopnimmahkdm
: shotat by a lal as spricefalls  cems surrounding a President-elect decid-
sassin last year. md Investors lase mnm ! d
The value of memecoins can also be Memecoins are also used for “rug pull™ h:mhhhmmt.nlon,nrdumlhhum
P hrough ik scams, wh the wealth,
orby vpe | funds and walk — like the 13-year-old be- ﬂwrmwmwmm.
tent, For instance, in 2021, a memecoinin-  hind the Quant - leaving in- $7.5 billion, accord-
spired by the popular Netflix series Squid  vestors Mlhawormlrnlobn'tkwﬂ? ingtoCe vith
e soared to popularity, pull” scams are also common. Here fr o;nmlurruw-ym
epaper.indianexpressicom BUEE R ey | BN | -,
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CAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

"THE NEW TRADE

India must be ready to seize the opportunities thrown up
by arapidly changing global environment

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
EARLY TO BED AND EARLY TO RISE MAKES A MAN
HEALTHY, WEALTHY, AND WISE.
— BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

Our own Deep State

Behind the economic slowdown, also to blame:
The babu raj and their friendly commentariat

SURJIT S BHALLA

IT IS BUDGET time again, and | am still hop-
h\;d\a!medﬂmd:ys,wtwildismm

THE WEEKS Trump
mymnrmrﬂmwhmtusm-cmwdnmmﬂsmm
m ch as Mexico, Canada
and China. He h food 100per
mlrmlrw:dmsomrmmﬂowrm soﬁt,diyuhﬂﬂmnmlhmhas
action, While taril

icymak-
ing. The practice is still the same as that in
colonial times and this near 200-year
longevity should hint at how outdated the
system is. The practice is in the interests of
TV and the IAS babus who make policy.
Our GDP growth has surpeisingy and in-

tries will be imposed on February 1, there is
For India, the US is an important trade partner — m2023—14 hhwnlmbnmn

pmdirumnﬂnMFHpmsowhyisthe

the two countries was around S|20 blllm Despm the current rhetoric in
there is a clear ing India-US relations, Only in
October, the US and India signed an Mol to expand and diversify the critical minerals
supply chain. The threat of levying tariffs may well only be a negotiating tool but the
Imhnpvmmnsnmdulufmlbledunpsmdxcmnduslwlxy Aspera
report in this paper, the
prepare for likely: tariffs. The Ti admi

istration will, however, also offer uwommltiti The America First trade policy mmno—
randum talks about bilateral trade agreements, It says that the US trade

....,

first bitof

our monetary and Mpdkymﬂmslnw—
ious articles over the years, and recently, |
have pointed out that our monetary policy

) close
to the policy errors and the ensuing slow-
down in 2018-19(before the shock of Covid ).
In this article, | want to point to the inexpli-
cable policy of high ratesof | pumnal income

“shall identify countries with which the US can negotiate agreements on a bilateral or
sector-specific basis to obtain market access”, As per reports, during Trump's first term
aprwdﬂﬂ.mdnamnrllshadmxumdamdcdci

India’s years, whileit hasen-
tered into pacts with countries like the UAE and Australia, it has also shied away from
agreements such as the RCEP, and has not joined the mdt pillar of the Indo-Pacific

sponsizle for dlt sImNduwn along wnh our

nunnﬁﬂuredpulsand tlwnnwsom:&
inspired policy on the closing of foreign di-
rect investment (FDI).

I'want to expand on my comment about
adeep state. First, who makes policy? Major

senior IAS babus, and their
friendly influencers in the media. In all the
Jjustified criticism of government policy on
H)I and high tariffs on manufactured goods

Don't think that this

— who are Nestle's competitors in India?

Economic /hil lored, there
concern. nmmy.wh-*-- lex is-
sue and requires deft handling. There may also by property,
labour d d Any such
deal will ily involve riffs. Indli take the It must un- e i
&mhahmm_.;.‘ e i its tariff ind resist
ide, it must h the EU and UK trade

tiations over which have been going on for some time now. it must alsuwshlhmwm
mu:h-mdtd reforms to take advamay: of the apponunlnts that a rapidly changing

mayoffer. T for
h hefi thi
the to take the first this end.

A WEAKER SHIELD
There is no health agency with WHO's reach and legitimacy.
Trump's decision to withdraw from global body is myopic
IKE HIS EXECUTIVE order to pul the S out o the Paris Climate Pact, Donald

Trump i y's li the WHO wasn't unexpected.

‘hhsfrrstsunluﬂuwhm:lbu Tnmvhdnimmpsmmlnhcm

agency, hina for the Covid pan-

dermic. Hi thei the accusa-

tions. The US president has directed hi y i pause of anyUS

funds or 10", and, “identify credibl nec

essary activities WHO", Hi: ive arder is myopic regarding

thel ly i inis h Therei or-

isati he WHO's reach i deal with infectious di o

devise ini The WHO's expertise is also indis-
the incidence of ser X i

The USis one of the WHO' i It has historically been fi-

Should we ask ClI?7). | have yet to find men-
tion of the true authors of such policies,
Notice that the list does not include policy
experts outside of government, a common
and universal practice in mature democra-
cies, Both PMs — Manmohan Singh (MMS)
and Narendra Modi — explicitly argued for
more lateral entry.. andhlmlw{‘

ing is that MMS as finance minister suc-

ded in secking and i " ad

vice of non-IAS experts — but failed as PM
when ostensibly he had more freedom to
male good policy. Deep State at work.

I will now present evidence of how

messed up our fiscal policy (taxation) has
been, First, why this obsession (kolaveri?)
with bringing down the fiscal deficit, not via
vath.hulvia increased taxation? On sev-

mnud. wlll it bmgdown inflation caused

X-TAX: maybe even worse. The latest FY
2025 ratio for Indiais lilely to reach upwards
of 19 per cent of GDP. The advanced country
average was 25 per cent of GDPin 2019, likely
lower today. East Asia is at 13.5 per cent, with
Chinaand Vietnam at 15.9and 14.7 per cent

7 That
uml.immMaybulmlhnn;M
mhanmdm Dmblylmg_t\l:ln

. Both Korea and the USA had di-
rect tax collection much higher than India.
Fwd!mrﬂlmrmﬂulwnmnmcs

Now First| in-
ternational evidence on the ratio of personal
income taxes to GDP (X-PIT) and then evi-
dence on the ratio of all taxes to GDP (X-
TAX). I know many Indians think they are
unique, that the same red blood does not
flow through them as that of 6.5 billion oth-
ers in the world. Let us accept that the most
comparable countries in the world are the
non-advanced countries — we want to get
there, but we are not there yet, and unless
we make policy corrections, we won't be
there even in 2047.

Koreaat 20and
USAat lSpﬂmmmem—
come in these two countries is more than
eight times that of “poor” India. Obviously,
not much “compensation” by other coun-
tries for PIT collection. In India, it is up and
away for all tax collection.

Don't think that this excessive taxation
is costless. It leads to excessive and waste-
ful i

artic-

i Vit aleo leads to di

fort among the middle classes who pay
mon of the ux:s - llns dtscomforl isa

the

Indian government’s own data and projec-
tions suggest that X-PIT will reach 3.9 per
cent of GDP in FY2025. How exceptional is
this ? Very. Outside of the ad-

ly

the BJP and Modi i
tional election seven months ago. It is also
n:spaublr IurmedcclmemGDPgmh -
investment, and high

vanced countries, there is no regional aver-

real interest rates. What did the Deep State

. " age that even comes close - Eastern Europe  think would happen?
excessive taxation is costless. isthe highest, at 3.4 per cent in 2019, the last The role of the IMF and World Bank, and
Matter of fact, very costly. It Mlyn;aucbdmtbtm e ic. Post-2019data ~ other i perts, needs to be ex-
sive are avai rvery The ex- ined i detail.

leads ‘,0 ,c xcessiveanid perts on growth just love to compare our  advice,and why? There hasbeena discussion
government performance with China or Vi about the lopsided recommendations of the

2 (frecbies as Bangladesh has fallen off the map after its  GST Council, advice that at least generated
mlculaln.d by PM Mmh_) It msls - (he lasl IMF mlmmmnn for mhnwnwl(hn-ydt.nwmdpup-
also leads to T how-

among the middle classes
who pay most of the taxes —
this discomfort is a likely
explanation for the
surprising decline in
popularity of the BJP and
Modi in the national election
seven months ago. What
did the Deep State think
would happen?

was 0.85 per cent. No typo there, Gmwth
stalwarts China and Vietnam are also much
lower than India — X-PIT of 1.1 and 18 per

cent respecti

com,
mmmhn@hkgmntmforrhnrmzo

the governments have talked about di-
mmmrmmmdlymmm
time for or

higher
than India at 4.8 per cent, but likely lower in
the post-2019 period. Brazil and Mexico are
ahnﬂlpnmlufﬁﬂ?mp«mdy
Omohjmwntothuhwum}ysison
taxes is that find
other taxes to make up for their revenue
needs. Afair objection, which is why we will
now look at the ratio of all taxes to GDP.
‘The situation is no better if one looks at

latest by February 1.
In my next few articles, | will document

how about

and gender equality. And how much is

wrang with policies enacted not by people,

but by the Deep State.

The writer is former executive director, IMF.
Views are personal.

A MORAL FAILURE

Clamour for death penalty for R G Kar convict is self-defeating

AVIJIT PATHAK

nancial contributor to the UN agency. Ilvmnld.howrwrbcm!umwtnwﬂhcuw
ment between the world's largest economy and its premier health agen(ylhmu;h a

AKOLKATA COURT sentenced Sanjay Roy to
life imprisonment after he was mllvlcmd of

pum’ymbnsmUSBIpanymtquHOmnzs The agency”
and the Health i the for epidemic pre-
paredness and response. At the height of the Cold War, the WHO became the main por-
tal for US-Soviet collaboration in healthcare which went on to play a seminal role in the

cies, jes, and i

the rape of a31-ye
atthe state-run RG Kar Mndml(nlkgrand
Hospital. The entire country — particularfy,
West Bengal — witnessed massive public
outrage after this ghastly incident in August

institutes like the Centers for Dmm(unrmhnd F

2024, It will not be to say that almost
track novel us everybody — from Chief Minister Mamata
CDC) depend on thi Banerjee students.

activist: d "

wud:brmfwmahun So does the US pharma industry. More than 20 WHO

urh-CDc “HullhhmsonUSmmms including
cancer health US sec-
retary of state to “cease " on the WHO an interna-

tional treaty to prepare the world for future outbreaks, This is as great a threat to the
global health security architecture as. Ihv.-mmlml of US financial suwnr!.

on thr streets of Kolkata — — was apcctm;

for Roy.
A “milder” punishment like Itfc imprison-
ment seems to have them.

IN GooniuTH

While death penalty satisfies
those who demand instant
justice, it diverts our

From noisy debates on Bengali news chan-
nels to the addas in local tea shops, you hear

The WHO a plea for the death p!mlly.Wc
nmwmmmwnﬂdmhmmwmmm not remain- are told the willap-
ourt soon, and seek

capital punishment for Roy.

Clipping lthHO':mm muldhlmmtmimu(nmjmt ponraml middle-income
countries. It could also compromise the US's against

SNOOZE, DON’T LOSE

Amid this mass support for the death
penalty, it is not easy to articulate even the
slightest ambiguity towards it. With deep
empathy, [ try to make sense of the mental
state of the bereaved parents of the doctor,
and even those who experience the vio-
lence, be it physical or psychological, of
brute masculinity at home, work or in pub-

from the real task
at hand — resisting the
normalisation of a culture
that promotes brute and
toxic masculinity and the
objectification of a woman.
In a society where on average
there are 86 incidents of rape
every day, we need to go
beyond the instant
fulfillment for justice’
through capital punlshmcm

if Roy's crime falls in the category of the

ing under a sentence of death”. But there are

“rarest of r; more than 31,000 reported rape cases every
Th hy thevery  yearinIndia.

'deaamle&ath pna]lyA th h

A el o anntied poorand
nmmofvniﬂmﬂm.n legitis | As AP Shah, aformer chief jus-
the state and its law and order madunzry tice of the Delhi High Court, said in an inter-
And one form of violence can by no means  view with Amnesty, “the poor and the down-
be a solution to other forms of violence, | trodden get the death penalty, and one

agree with Amnesty International when it
unambiguously states that capital punish-
ment is the most "mhurvummddtpad

— almost like ing the

hardly finds a rich or affluent person going
to the gallows".

And ﬁmlly my third argnmml is that
while it d instant

same violence the state otherwise con-
demns, Moreover, every act of capital pun-
ishment reveals our collective failure — our
imability to work with the rapist or the mur-
derer or the terrorist, understand his inner
turmoil, heal his wounded self througha mix
of isolation, careful observation, education,
jing, and life- i Infact,

like rape and murder, every act of capital
i failure of our

Jjustice, it diverts our attention from the real
task at hand — resisting the mnmlumono(
& Cuiture icmas-
culinity and the objectification of a woman.
In a society where on average there are 86
incidents of rape every day, we need to go
beyond the instant fulfilment for “justice”
through capital pmishmtm. and instud.

50-

Only then will it

civilisation.

bepumhlc hrmmawtzasmﬂymwlm

s factual, As many
At it

studies have shy h

not deter crimes any more effectively than
other punishments. In fact, crime figures in
countries like Denmark, Norway and the

mquln: the moral courage to boycmt a
misogynic film like Animal (2023 ), and re-
alise the mdempnve power ufdlgmty and

Sleep may not primarily be a productivity hack, lic. 1 understand that it is not easy for them and instead, work s yina between a
but it could well be the best one to think of any other punishment apart bed £ 'I" penalty, have not risen, However, in India as worman and aman.
_ from the death penalty. Yet, | cannot bring in the domain of culture, the Annual Statistics Report 2023 indicates,
ECENT NEWS FROM ifnot actively myself to approve of the death penalty, even socialisation and education. “at the end of 2023, 561 prisoners were liv- The writer taught at JNU
indanger, is at the very least a vestigi it that i
mans can be trained or resist. A from Japan has
i claiming 'p for only anight for 12 years
fich Not the Californi
soughttol e W p ially,
e s vy s JANUARY 24, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
kahmzslymd."&xmmr&hrmday‘smsleptm 'til 4:30". Where ,
does this leave the ordinary person who just wants to give her body the rest it needs? MARUTI'S BLACK MONEY chirg:qfsccuﬁty in the latest Indi ds including a
The example of actor Akshay Kumar may be the one to emulate, In an interview, his case. “It is not enough to send our govern- skmnundlmrymrd»d not answer to po-
1" Vivek Oberol has amar's ine in the matter of hitting the THE MWHCARha:turm-dmnmbuhv ;mmﬁmhﬂuyecs. sm;ll:;d not m;m:lll. lmalmi;n Prime Mlmsmhvowcdm
= greatest generator for all this spying,” Advani said. He restore, administration in the country.
I;r':wlls‘l_thM ’r‘b 0 his early-to-bed Iubm aven when he has dinnier wm'n vestigation wing of the Incume tax dewn— reminded the Home Minister of similar
“'*A hosting remai - § m" ways cil inGi when German = ¢
""“‘d-n"rAf" need not be so defensive. itisawell t " - veybythe  Chancellor Willy Brandt's secretary INDIA-SRI LANKA TALKS

that good, deep sleep for the recommended average of seven hours a night is the surest
waymcnsurtﬂuloue’sbndyandbr-nmperfummakmm atwork and at play.
And if hosti 's siren call, they are best given short shrift.

In a time when there are constant exhortations to work ever longer hours in the in-
terests of — pick your poison — umcraommll.mmpamlmmmllmwnmmal
mmmpbslulwl(umr‘

the most basic of bi functions should remem-
ber: Sleep may not primarily be a productivity hack, but it could well be the best one.

tmm-m.thenhumtmhdmulmd
in an exchange of about Rs 20 crore in black
money in less than six months,

ADVANI'S DEMAND

THE BJP GENERAL secretary, LK Advani, MP,
asked the Home Minister to resign and own
his moral responsibility as minister in-

eoaperindanoprosson I 1

was found to be a foreign agent, he himself
had to resign.

PM CRITICISES STATES
mE)PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gand!i. n'i‘ti~

and independent identity, and said that

SRI LANKA AND India are negotiating the
release of vessels seized by each side in the

i tries, a chief
cabinet official in Colombo said.
Anandatissa De Alwis told reporters that
diplomatic mmxtswu!underwayhnhc
release of the Indian fishermen held in
Colombo and of the Sri Lankan vessel and
crew held in Tamil Nadu.
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikumar

Trump 2.0 has reignited conversations on H-1B visa within the US and abroad. Will changes to the US
immigration system benefit or hurt workers and economies?

H-1B is designed
to exploit workers

It enables corporate America to
take advantage of migrants and
snub American workers

TANUL THAKUR

1'WAS ONCE an H-18 worker — neither the
“best” nor the “brightest”. | had failed the
entrance exam for the Indian Institute of
TK'IW l!u!lakdmnmrnwmucc

decades-long waiting period, | wasn't my-
self in the US — Iwasn't allowed to be, My
quest for dignity had made me a pawn,

So, after dreading and planning for a
year, | quit my job, flew to Mumbai, and
darted like a madman — a free man — to
my latent romance: Film writing, Three
dreamy years later, in 2016, | began work-
ing on a nonfiction book. The idea had
come to me in a blink: The abuse of the
H-18 programme,

1 realised that corporate America has
concealed the real H-18 scam with great
ingenuity, diverting our attention to a
“scam within a scam”, Professor Norman
Matloff, who has researched the guest
for over three

Ihadfailed.  worker
Like many young Induns,l wasi't passion-
ateabout engineering, Yet, pressured by the

herd, | revered technical concepts like my
dharma, The thought of choice and freedom
- sorry, what choice, what freedom? | had
none, and it didn't bother me, Sowhen | se-
cured an H-1B visa, reserved for the “best
and the brightest™ techies, | felt proud. | had
finally been chosen.

1s00n met with acollege acquaintance
~ let's call him Vishal — who had found a
Jjob at my company as an information
technology (IT) consultant. Hired by a
mom-and-pop IT"body shop®, Vishal had
embellished his resume with six years of
experience, Every day at lunch, he de-
scribed his deceits: How he deflected yet
another task, how he contrived yet an-
other excuse, how he survived yet another
day. It felt like talking to a mvpouu- spy

decades and testified before Congress,
calls it the “Intels Good, Infosyses Bad™
myth — or "racial scapegoating”, The visa
abuse also implicates American firms,
Their record of suppressing wages — and
favouring H-1Bs over Americans — is well
documented in news articles, research
papers, and court cases, What's worse?
It's legal,

So Elon Musk is flat-out wrong when
he says the H-1B programme is “broken”,
It is functioning as intended: Permitting
corporations to underpay foreign work-
ers, snub American professionals, and
mint money, The H-1B Visa Reform Act of
2004, for instance, the salary

H-1B uncertainty
fuels jobs in India

Ambiguity over immigration has
unintended consequences. US firms have
been quick to shift hiring to other countries

RitAM CHAUREY,
KANIKA MAHAJAN AND
SHEKHAR TOMAR

OVERTHELAST decade, dety i

stances, firms are likely to explore alternative
strategies, including refocating jobs overseas
to mitigate these risks. Our research (Ritam
Chaurey, Kanika Mahajan and Shekhar
Tomar) looks at the impact of this rise in im-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Bleak as the outlook undoubtedly is, the West must not abandon the battered

and bruised pro-democracy movement in Belarus to ies fae.”

~THE

Netaji’s last
journey

My father, Subhas Chandra Bose, was willing to
risk everything for India's freedom. He must be
allowed to return to his country, posthumously

ANITA BOSE PFAFF

ON AUGUST 18, 1945, three days after the
end of World War [1in the eastern theatre
of war, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died
following a plane crash in Taipei (then oc-
cupied by Japan). His remains were cre-
mated there and taken to Tokyo, The com-
munity of Indian exiles who had made
their home there arranged for the um to be
kept (hidden from the US occupation
forces) at Renkoji Temple temporarily —
maybe a few months or a few years, at the
most, Today, almost 80 years later, and
mare than 77 years after India became in-
dependent, Netaji's remains are still hon-
oured at Renkoji Temple, Rev Mochizuki,
ion head

And mysteries may offer more entertain-
ing reading than dry reports or academic
treatises on the subject.

Many Japanese governments and
Japanese admirers of Netaji wanted the
Indian government and his family to take
custody of Netaji's remains in his mother-
land, India, In the 1990s, Prime Minister P
VNarasimha Rao and his foreign minister,
later rashtrapati, Pranab Mukberjee, with
the support of Netaji's widow and his
daughter, initiated a return of the keader’s
remains, However, before this could be
achieved, their government fefl, and the fol-
lowing government abandoned the idea
and acceded to the request of other follow-
ers and family members to set up the
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry
in 1999 to look into the circumstances of
Netaji's death once again. The Mukherjee
Commission worked for about six years till

ded th

f the report, T

did not accept this report,
This short sketch of what happened

should show that members of most gov-

the priest, exercises
this function,

Atthe time of Netaji's death and shortly
thereafter, a large part of the workd was in
total upheaval, Communication was archak:
compared to today’s standards, There were
several parties interested in ascertaining
what truly happened to Netaji: Did he re-
allydie? Or did he manage an adventurous
escape once again, as twice before (from
India indisguise in 1941 and from Germany
by submarine in 194317 But the investiga-
tions carried out shortly after the accident
were kept classified for many decades. Not
surprisingly, various :pcmlamm about
what might have b and

felt that a decisive step — like
having Netaji's remains handed over by the
Japanese government — could not be to
their advantage. They would have had to
be prepared for a controversy between fol-
lowers and family members who were
convinced of Netaji's death in 1945 and
those who were not. After all, one cannot
blame politicians, dependent on the sup-
port of voters, for not willingly placing
themselves in the middle of an unneces-
sary controversy (The fact that Netaji's
beother Suresh Chandra Bose, as a mem-
berof the first Inctian investigation into his
brother's death, had initialled the draft re-

after August 18, 1945, made the rounds.
Over time, the results of the earlier in-
vestigations were declassified and further
inquiry commissions were set up, three
alone — in 1956, 1979 and 1999 — by the
Te

Ind

in20160n fi

level demand lur workers using data from a
leading job platform in India, it offers critical

lessons for the current period.
India, as the largest source of H-1Bwork-
ers, was uniguely impacted by this shift. Our
analysis reveals that job postings for US-based
positions dropped by 15 per cent almost im-
medulrly after 1mmp s primary win.
ithed to rise in

tion policy have become a central feature of
politics in ady d
LIS, the UK and Germany. Historically, such de-
bates focused on low-skilled workers, As US
President Donald Trump assumes office, the
spulhxtﬂ has moved to high-skilled workers,

onomies,

India-based job postings by firms most af-
fected by the uncertainty. We find that firms
witha 10-percentage point higher rellance on
s . -

by 11 per cent. For an average firm posting ads
for US-based positions, this translated to 16

the H-1Bvisa
The US H-18 programme is a temporary

Iditional India-based positions and four

that allows

fewer US-based ones. This highlights how im-
policy ity can quickly re-

v
ersin :p«lalm\d fields such as l«hmlngy.
Duetohighdk 1

and a cap of 65 year,

patterns.

We also find m.u this increase in India-
Nu\d pnmnas wis not on account of firms
rather relocat-

lottery selects applc.uux Existing evidence

the sending and the host country.
For instance, the IT boom in the US led to

slabs — inserting two wage levels, at the
34th and 50th percentiles of the total
salaries surveyed for an occupation inan
area, below the highest (lhl‘ 67th pﬂ-

~ orwatching I-life web

lunchtime, a new episode, Once, Vnh.\l
had to interview two IT professionals in
India, How did he know what to ask?
“Simple, a Google search," What about se-
lecting the right appli-

cant? "1 flipped a coin,”

centile) —
the law itself, The Department of L.lbur

iputer sci-
ence skills among Indian students according
to research by Gauray Khanna and Nicolas
Morales, The resultant "brain gain”, coupled

lru posimm originally based in the US, jobs
such as IT and

:oftware, saw the largest increase in India.

India's service exports rose significantly for

more H-18 reliant firms during this period,

suggesting that these offshorable jobs were

moved to India. India-headquartered firms
likelyas their US-h

that Netaji died during the night of August
18, following a plane crash in Taipei. Only
the last Indian inquiry by the Justice
Mukheryee Commission arrived at incon-
clusive results. But this report, for strange
reasons, contains many mistakes, incon-
sistencies and incorrect statements. When
asked about the errors in a personal con-
versation with members of Netaji's family,
Justice Mukherjee admitted the fact but
was not willing to talk about it, We must,
therefore, accept the fact of Netagi's death,
despite a vaniety of fantastic speculations
of what "might or could have happened”,
While for some these speculations may be
motivated by genuine affection for an
iconic leader, let us not forget that an au-
thor can also make a lot of money by pub-
lishing stories of mysterious occurrences,

port ding Netaji's death in 1945, but
then submitted a dissenting report, led to
additional controversies in his family and
the public),

Meanwhile, after all or almost all rele-
vant documents about Netaji's death have
been made available to the public, the evi-
dence insupport of the fact and the date of
his death is overwhelming When the first
government of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi declassified the last Indian docu-
ments pertaining to Netaji and his family
and Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee did
the same in Bengal, persons in doubt, who
had hoped that something might be found
inthose documents, had to accept that no
conspiracy had been hushed up,

Netaji was deeply devoted to his moth-
erland and his compatriots, He was willing
to sacrifice everything to see India free.
Since this was not achieved during his life-
time, he deserves to be allowed to retum
to his country, at least posthumously.

The writer ts an economist and the
daughter of Subhas Chandra Bose

TRUMP AND CHINA

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "'Walls of
Ammra [IE January 23), Raising the

33 percent back to haunt Trump.
according to a study by Stefano Breschi, One of the most striking aspects of our Oum has been setting up manufactur-
Francesco Lissoni and Emest Miguelez) from  study is the role of uncertainty in changing g plants in Mexico on a massive scale.
theUSdue ,provided critical - firm hiring decisions, Despite no changes to Mexico can look to the employment po-

even allows firms to set the pi
wage levels, Laced with lnopholts lhry

man capital to boost the Indian IT industry,

the H-1B visa programme during the initial

His manager in the US, an
Indian man, once asked
him, *Do you have the ex-
perience listed on your
resume?” Vishal froze,
The US has thousands
of IT body shops —
owned by Indians, luring
Indians — that force their
employees to fake re-
sumes, arrange “proxy”™
interviews, photoshop

The Musk-MAGA clash
has revealed two
contentious issues:
That the US suffers
from a 'STEM crisis’
and that racial bias
drives all H-IB critics.
Both notions are
false, The endemic

blem of fake

pay visa fees, sign coer-
cive contracts, and much
more. Besides relinquish-

itself negates many
HABs best and the
brightest tags.

ing their identities, such
H-18Bs languish in squalid
“guesthouses”, battle
harrowing debts, face deportation
threats, and earn nothing when they
don’t have clients, In fact, they pay their
employers’ taxes to meet the rules of the
H-18 programme, The 18th century has
returned: Indians have been enslaved by
a company ~ this time by fellow Indians
in a foreign land

Vishal struggled and survived and
flourished; my American colleagues lost
their jobs in a series of lay-offs, Corporate
America's cruelty made me restless. Even
though my employer treated me well, un-
like Vishal's, the H-1B programme had
shackled me, too, If 1 got fired, I'd only get
a few weeks to find work to maintain my
immigration status, When my firm ap-
plied for a green card, it deterred me from
taking a new job, as it would reset the

‘-m u
)

enable companies to steal wages while surprisingly, several CEOs of India’s suc-  period, fi hir-
complying with the law, cessful startups have spent m' strategies. When the
The  Musk-MAGA significant time in the US, Trump administration made
clash has revealed two honing their business and  When Trump madethe  the H-1B process more
contentious issues: That technological expertise be- B 2 . strenuous in March 2017, we
the US suffers from a fore bringing their knowl- process more find that the effect of uncer-
*STEM crisis” and that edge and skills back to India,  SEFEAUOUS In March 2017, ainty in 2016 was almost
rxulb‘;sd’:m‘,!llﬂ-ls For’:l;‘eL&axlheCEDsM we find that the effect of !‘l’lti;‘sulx;'a(ldwllm»
critics, Both notions are top tech firms are emphasis- cartainty in 2 . pact of these actual policy
false, The endemic prob- ing, the need for the H-18 RCEStaM3RY ".m(, bt changes, This shows how
lem of fake resumes itself programme arises to attract almostewo-thirdsas e speculation around
- which | found during skilled workers and address l-lq{c as du‘iuquun! contentious issues like im-
my r;puninx and re- skill shortagesinthecountry.  actual policy changes, mty;(mundﬂw signifi-
search — negates many However, some Trump sup- Thic & smere  cant firm action.
H-1Bs" "best and the porters are suggesting a This h,uw,% how mere Our research highlights
brightest” tags, The pro- clampdown and reform of speculation around the unintended conse-
visa camp also cites a low the p claiming entious issues like  quences of some of these
figure to that foreig displ. candrive  protectionist measures,
render American techies American employees at PO ek ‘While policies aimed at re-
irrelevant, But a paper by lower wages. i significant firm action. urlnnup‘:nunlgmmamdv
the Burcau of Labor Similar discussions on ten designed to protect do-
Statistics  researcher “H-1B visa abuse” consti- mestic jobs, they may not be

Carolyn Veneri posited that the computer
science field, ejecting countless program-

tuted a part of Trump's rhetoric in 2016,
Despite no changes to visa quotas o mgula«

fully effective. Faced with firms

tential therein and in the process, up-
grade its economy, By the same token,
the US could lose the cheap Mexican
labour that hitherto kept domestic
wages low, drving up inflation, which

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ingg the magority its right to identify his-
torical injustices while bending over
backwards to accommedate minorities,
the normative state was declaring the
nature of its constitutional morality. This
duplicity in thought and approach
makes the author conjure up the grand
Idea of two states.

HN Bhagwat, Chiplun

CLIMATE ROADBLOCKS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'A pact in

DESPERATE MIGRANTS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Walls of
America’ (IE, January 23). The despera-
tion to migrate reflects the economic and
social disparities many face in India,
where the pursuit of the "American
Dream" often feels like the only viable
m:.wn llmmwshlnmmmhuﬂ

would be exacerbated by the dearthof  peril ( 1E, January 22). Trumg's decision
cheap Chinese goods, Canada could fol-  to withdraw the US from the Paris pact
low suit. Trump could be inviting  will adversely impact emission targets.
Chinese influence toexpand right across — However, UNFCCC is already saddled
the US's borders, north and south, with a lack of consensus regarding re-
Mumbal for climate . Most

developed countries in particular seem

to ignore the ominous wamings in the
latest report by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. The developed
nations’ intransigence mocks at the three
ultimate goals of sustainable develop-
ment that have been since
the 1992 Rio Earth Summit: economic
universal social
and a healthy environment for present

ad-

dress the root causes of migration, This

are quick to shift hms o n(lm countries. In

mers, made the u I It rate
meaningless. 5o a “former engineer, now

tions, uncertaint

this case, US i y ainty
lmdvem'mly fuelled job creation in India.

asales clerk at Radio Shack,”
Matloff, counted as an "employed sales
person, not an unemployed engineer”,

Inthe late 1980s, the National Science
Foundation produced a flawed study on
an imminent "STEM crisis” that sparked
aCongressional probe and influenced the
Excellence in Mathematics, Science, and
Engineering Education Act of 1990,
Why did the Act matter? It created the H-
1B programme.

The writer's forthcoming book, Wild
Wild East, is about the systemic abuse of
the H-18 programme

[ m n

soared right before the ZOI(: US electi ions,
Aco

Index, migration-related uncm.mty tripled
following Trump's primary victory compared
to 2015, The consequences of this rise in un-
certainty rippled across global labour mar-
kets, particularty in India, which supplies 70
per cent of H-18 workers annually,
Economic theory suggests that uncer-
i gors f oftenlead

More the debate itself, re-
gardless of Ml'lhﬂ it Jeads to actual policy
changes, can shape firm decisions. This high-
lights the need for policymakers to recognise:
the economic ripple effects of public discus-
rsmden liev Bevond

ucation, employment, and upward mo-
bility at home, while also advocating for
maore accessible and humane pathways

for migration,

DENYING HISTORY
ms KLFERSID the article, 'In between

Y
ing to delays in investment, Since the H-18
visa process involves significant upfront mm.

relocation expenses, n is expected dur ﬂmu

uncertainty is mnlved, Under such circum-

nomicy, i C(IE Jan 23). The much-  there are numerous concems surmound-
praised normative Indian state was cre- lru this pm)m mdudmcnﬂmnm(
astable and pre- d N I Inchia should
dictable immigration policy. i ofthesub-  monitor across its bor-
continent was a peaceful, non-religious  ders carefully and take mitigating steps

(Wryummunvpmkm Johns Hopkins political event. It delegitimised the ma-  to avoid injustice.
niversity, SIS, Mahayan is associate Jority's search fora sense of self. By deny- Valbhav Goyal, Chandigarh

pmknur Ashoka University and Tomar is

assistant professor, Indian School of Business

epaper.indianexpresgicom - .

LRMurmmu, New Delhi

DAM’S DANGERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Powering
green goals' (1E, January 23), China jus-
tifies the huge Yarlung Zangbo hy-
dropower project by arguing that it

t carbon neutrality goals,
boost industry and generate employ-
ment in the Tibetan region. However,
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Address Vit D deficiency

The Budget can boost fortification programmes

—
Arpita Mukherjee
Aashish Chaudhry
Trishali Khanna

nh one in five Indians

S ADIKESAVAN

e more things are changed,
the more they remain the
same. This holds true for
recent artempts at
agricultural reforms in India

Vitamin D with even the three well-intentioned

lent, leading to farm laws being rescinded in 2021
multi dlwua. itls time to following widespread farmer protests.
launch a new scheme on “Vitamin However, the challenges faced by small

D Kuposhan Mukt Bharat",

B

Bmw-ne

@ ©H CHE

think - bl

aligned with the objective of nearly 85 per cent of the community, 5
Avishmann Bharat Targeted  MUTRIENTS. Decency eads o pore b et
healthcare budget will help in P y r\'furmm'nm sector is of such critical B t n e
enhancing productivity, as found importance that progressive cha
bya PM-EAC study, w‘hykh noted productivity. Micronutrient munhemndmnllypunued B\g't‘ u e a ase O
that every 1 invested in sufficiency, including adequate 2025 J;w-cnunmwlyoppnnunnym
micronutrient interventions can Vitamin D levels, could by
yield more than €15 in economic an estimated €27,720 crore upcclnl!y in creating conditionsthat
returns. annually to India’s GDP through support the “ease of doing business™ for Oln al m uslnes S
India has seen the success of enhanced workforce performance farmers,
g’ rammes like the Anaemia and reduced healthcare costs. Hclwmnlumcﬁmnuhu could
Bharat, In India, there is a need for
targeted initiatives/schemes for and the RBI working in tandem, as many REFORM MEASURES. Integration of credit schemes, modification of KCC norms and
COSTS OF INACTION the Centre and States to work pmmnmmhp Sevcralofd\eﬂ: I hain fi " Id hel Il d FP
In aforthcoming report by together. The forthcoming & outiined value chain financing could help small farmers and FPOs
l(‘RILR the economic impact of Ilud‘m may launch ‘Vitamin D in 2021 by a committee led by ds Setty,
h and Mukt Bharat', where the curvent SBI Chairman, fron w lending at 300 for the scheme ifi h y,therelsa
workforce pmducnvkyh-nhun the Centre and the States can Interest subvention for term loans llnulnrmtth(‘I‘ﬁME uheme m- and 500 for the SFAC scheme, with ntmr?“uknefur-dnwhqu'()m Nation,
assessed inrelationtothe costsof  partner focusing on for small and marginal farmers: would all the Nonh East mdhm) One of Finance' policy for the 23
Inaction versus the benefits of mmglhmlm existing Currently, interest subvention is €2 crore, reducing caj ital and credit NE To facili der MSP, This
. The Ccosts available only for Kisan Credit Cards mnm for lenders whi benefiting )Mhrclwbﬂltythmslmldforhml reform d simp crop
of inaction in healthcare rlngn from u!lngmt existing (KCCs), but it should be extended to should
expenditure are striking, For programmes to lower the cost of agricultural term Inlnl as wcll. 'm: lkgu\uoty definition of be lowered to a minimum of 100 ﬁmu with liu'wlvx;' ld—mpﬂ cent for
example, treatment for testing and treatment to includer 4 value chain fi ing ibers, Thi il the It
conditions such as hip fractures leveraging the ongol uipment (e, .,(mun land AVCF): While discussions on AVCF spread of the FIPO model and g the ease of
—omnllnhdihl:nunD ICMRK;I'RI 'lc).l': ..':f & ? o s g, and .(..« : going, more dmnghuhamforﬂrmmllng
deficiency — can impose a Biomarkers Survey (DABS-1)'to SlmpHMILI-KCCp'wulfor KCCs.
substantfal financial burden. The gather data on the deficiency and mul subvention pcrflmmdncsnnl A\’Fl‘ lcﬂnpmhcmww egulmn'y farmers: KCC hmpravenwhcnn Sourcing-linked incentives for
cost of treating a single hij then have targeted Interventions. exceed €3 lakh. For instance, if a farmer d be laid & effectivetool | upp: g P gaging with farm
fracture is estimated at €50,000in Across the world, governments has already availed of a KCCof €1.5lakh,  the entire set of activities —from lnpur thuun of the agr ue ch-ln il ”I'h:l could
public hospitals and up to €2.5 have targeted programmes, he ive interest fi pp ing, d d ing-linked i ive'
lakh in private facilities, nﬁgng multiple stakehold anaddi 1 €15 lakh term loan (evenif | i r,.smmn'e g, K(X‘o,mgnlnmvdnngmﬂmuldﬂkm scheme v he
With annual hip fracture cases lency. For the total loan amount is higher). This and retall sales — \mdcr“}{gﬂmlmm'i that, for renewal, interest nrvidn;( food and ngmpmmulnglmwn m
t\n?ccud to surpass one million example, Jordan's ‘National benefit should app dard Ry Id all ing alone be g sourcedirectly
the cumulative costs Wheat Flour thﬂﬁcmon 1 ing small and he value chain, Notably, two full repayment. 'lhlnchugcml)be l?ulwwldmm-nmcwponmlm
vhelm the health the marginal farmers to invest in fvitl ty excluded from least for loans upto T suchasind|
l\nrm. In contrast, the benefits fl:cffxllonothmnn D R p particularly  regulatory *are: ﬂhkh vmlchmr)'piul}ynhnbv aggregat i in
Inter are for wheat. for smaller investment credits whereno  finance fnrlnpu( mppllm\ (frmllxm small farmers, who transact in cash, favour of more direct relationships with
uallv ificant. Targeted International or}zmlutlm\. GAIN, current incentives exist. Anl-'r- d supp agr | Simplifying the renewal process would farmers’ collectives. The incentives
Vitamin D supplementation has Omnibu dit g h y dealers); and forfarm  encourage wider avallment of KCCs by could be offered in the form of tax breaks
nmmuhwuhv tential to mment to s emixes for agricultural loans: Currently, % farmers. or other financial mechanisms,
Fedscet o Soataink ,vxmm’:}gmunn ,.:.R di i " Flexibility in FPO member Leveraging digitised land records ! inregulatory limit for
dtﬁdenn' rehredmndlliunn In India, Kuposhan Mukt Bharat for different agricultural sectors (such as q The numberof  for collateral-free loans: In financing: Th
Notably, the implementation can integrate free Vitamin D NABARD's sc s for Agriculture members required for farmer producer land records are digitised andbanks can ~ regulatory limit for warehouse receipt
costs of such interventionscanbe  check-ups for underprivileged Infrastructure Fund and H’()fm-ndng organisations (FPOs) to be eligible for record loan interest on these d financing in agriculture is €75 lakh. This
fully offset within three yearsdue  populations and :nd Small Farmers’ creditg h Ty E:rmln.lhc RBI should mandate that should be raised to €5 crore for farmer
tothe resulting savings in Iti-stakehold ',... p 's scheme, o SFAC, for inks provide collateral-free loansofup  interest groups, FPOs, and similar
health A be developed for fortifi hrmev Producer Company loans), T 1OV totd lakh for agnnumm' activity fnrmcrcuﬂccﬁvu'ﬂwlmmudhmk
The sree produ Y d suppl for low-income However, unlike the ME.‘“‘:mr,(hmz I'he (.mcrnm_cnt could o ) ‘meet the financ
impact of inaction is equally paruln is no single guarantee scheme for introduce an incentive lhwlkiyumumcmdh and boost requirements of hrgrrfarmv.'r p-
concerning, Vitamin D deficiency Punds may be allocated for agricult dallied A b scheme to incentivise lgriaitunl financing. (‘umnﬂy the cqmmd in lpbcuhurllvnlut
fatigue, using both scheme under NABARD could integrate . RBI 1l
musculoskeletal pain, and traditional and social media. these existing proy depand  COTpOrLEs in the food €2lakh, but digitising land records could .gnmrnnlnw,mhngn mare
weakened immunity, leading to The Budget may al coverage il loans and ngr().pmccgsmg sectors make higher and to
Increased absenteeism and funds to develop advanced upto 2 crore. The Government could to source directly from One Scale of Finance for of farmers,
reduced efficiency. These issues fortification technologies, mmnbum an nddltlnnnl corpus, ) PR MSP commodities: Given that the
= notonlyhinder individual bio-fortified crops, fortified pr v p I farmer collectives Minimum Support Price (MSP) is Thewiter 5 acommentatorontarbirgand rarce
productivity but also havea beverages, plant-based Vitamin D
broader economic impact. supplements, upgraded
Productivity losses linked to traditional medicines, and
Vitamin D deficiency low-cost testing kits. " .
disproy nlonml'vaﬂm GDP, T bO d ].S k
T s caching boys (and girls) to coo
(Df(\l!llh(kd!y‘l higher energy m-m.r'nnmv Aakash Meathcare Pve.
levels, and better overall Led; Khanna s Research Assitant, ICRIER
Sathya Saran for it. It's sl advice is in. And dear mothers-of sons,
mlnmdu%.ﬁldnﬂ.:ny;w ' grhop(md;lrh) to work,
::Mbly conlﬂuthukmnlmlnllimm ‘ r Seart them young, with
hehind busi“cgslin . fmmwm&.lut shelling peas, cnnhqnnhm wllltnch
thehindu D C. tired, a bit irate or dmghmdmﬂh umpthtpnuu them that boys can )mmcn"rmm
Y T A VY T - the day, and shrugging mkdodnl, for a chapatti ng rice and them to bigger tasks like stirring,
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY, sinks into a chair waiting for acup of um;w«w with it If making rice,
Iulcnﬂ:!nudrhlLWNdllndm you can throw in some s emrfry Mnhkﬁm,und(hqwﬂljnmm
January 24, 2005 ‘the evening will be followed veg recipes and hap) if your
by dinner, piping hot and served at the bemr.Su.'Nnturqunuﬂ‘. the tw’mywmnunp
New autonomy package for PSU banks on cards family house help or wife, Simple homely advice. eoom Can be a destresser meal cooked by junior,
A fresh autonomy package for public sector banks i in the works, this time regardless of whether she isa  for those families whose that's a win-win all round.
around seeking to provide a high degree of freedom to the board of directors home-maker or working woman. men/boys know how todosomeofthe  anunprescribed portion of heart Andpm.hmntlp.WaxcMmhm
on operational matters. The corporate governance-linked package could I take my ,that chances arethat  above, | say, take a bow. lbyuwhoknmv dhnuo'lmmdundpnﬂc ymlrlon reacts to his exposure to
include greater freedom to the boards in opening of branches, restructuring whlklduﬁ:.lfyoumww how to cook grow up to be allments. ustard expl lnh:null Inasmd
of operatiors inchiding closure of loss-making businesses. more, sometimes enters the kitchen mm.whodommndduwﬂm-hl l!youmnm wly(ollwhlm
0 needless, in these Swij ministrations of cooks, mahans or forced to do it the day, isa mrq:hﬂdulnldmmd
Pharmacists may stop i i dici mes), your son/s MH depend on their better halves toensure  great relaxing tool. hlng inventiveness.
Chemists across the country have threatened to stop purchasing psychotropic to find where the food placed on the they get the two square meals they concmmdngonm ‘There's an obvious bonus for In
drugs, that come under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, table is cooked. o pushing their way up prapon nﬁp dr.wmrmd It.o(eoum lmfom-npﬁn
1985. The complaint is that pharma retailers are getting the rough end of the Ifthis is indeed the case then Thavea  the job ladder. culinary eye, it's y by
stick used by the Government to plug the abuse of psychotropic medicines. mufld“u mmym Boys who learn to cook are also mﬂrﬂumlndw d 1l benefit when
st/ crazy empowered to shake off the office politics. it's time, and your d-i-] enters your
FMCG firms find novel ways to cut costs, maintain prices :ﬂ" nowhmywmndln mlnd~num\mmofmoungwim So, if you are a dad, who sees his lives, there is a certainty she will love
The fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) sector is gearing up for price .d:ﬁx from an unknown, the son's entry into the kitchen as not you for it!
corrections once again. But, instead of a direct price increase, it has sdopted self profund. woman) but delivery man ringing the doorbell, macho, or a distraction from his
novel ways to pass the spiralling input cost to the consumer. Some companies believe me, some day, you will thankme  bring in his package along withthe food  Journey to becoming top honcho, think e writer isa Consulting Edeor with Pergun India
have decided to do away with promotions and freebies, while others have
chasen to retain the price point but reduce the net weight of the product.
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EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Get into a fap (5) 1. Baby carriages (13) 1. Fear of father going to prison endlessly (5) 1. Our marbles, apt to be got rolling in bassinets (13)
4. Destroys paper, 2. Person of no account (6) 4, Puts ear to use as one destroys contract (5,2) 2. What model of head and shoulders has for one of no

contract ete (5,2)

8 Outlaw of Sherwood
Forest (54) 5 Helps (&)

9. Importune one for payment (3) 6. Unexpected, without

10 Creates a state of confusion (7)  warning (6)

12, Gainsay (4) 7. Eary form of bicycle (5-8)
14, Malicious rumour (7) 11, First light (3-2)

17.Out of the place in question (&) 13, Hemp, hashish (8)

18. Acrid, sharp to taste (7) 15, Judge’s private

20 Mineral aggregate (3) chamber (6)

2. Shirt; biscuit; Italian patriot (9) 16, Bank clerk (6)

23, Deudgery (7) 19. S-curve in architecture (4)
24, Spray-tke ornament (5) 22 Narrow beam (3)

3. Battle, struggle (8)
4. Also (3)

8, Legendary hero took bird on bennet of

American car (5.4)

9. Mouse-coloured in the raw, doesn't quite make a
comeback (3)

10, Confuses one with odd loss of head when in slippers (7)
12 Declare it's not true ane half made it to the Big Apple (4)
14. A breath of it may be eshaled by its monger (7)

17.A method of being played on the opponents’ ground (4)
18 Acrid as taste of first gooseberry in punnet perhaps (7)
20, Seaweed to be found in the pocket of a Scandinavian (3)
21, Biscult made with lard - a big one, it turns out (%)

23 w's hard work, Ravel's variations on Debussy hnale (7)
24.Grips aform of ornamental spray (5)

account (6)
3. Be at odds with C4n-C, loft corversion (8)
4. Almost accepted that as well (3)
5. Melpful things, said to be adaptable (4)
6 Nudes disporting round top of dunes without warming (6)
7.0nly half of a twopenay-harpenny conveyance from
the past (5-8)
11 Early in the day gent leaves 18 to us to sort out (3-2)
13, Is able to pinch it and is narcotic (8)
15, 1t can take America one left in a state of confusion (6)
16. He may inform ate he counts, in banking circles (6)
19. Take egotistical tuen revealing double-curve (4)
22, Really appreciate yummy starters of fish (3)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2616

ACROSS 2 Khaki 5 Tact 7. Mead 8. ONering 9. Ascended 11. Boys 12. Campanclogist 15 Cool 17. Adbesive 19. Decision 21, Bane 22. Ewy 23 Greed
DOWN 1. Chelsea 2 Xid 3. Avord 4, Inhdel 5. Tar 6. Candy 10, Exped 11, Bogus 13. Nearing 14, Savants 16 Ocean 18 Hence 20. hy 21. Bed
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Nuclear muddle
Existing terms pitted against private reactor developers
he Government of India-owned Nuclear

Power Corporation of India Ltd came out
on the last day of 2024 with a Request for

Proposal (or tenders) for building two Bharat Small
Reactors (BSRs) of 220 MW each — taking the first
material step towards ushering in a small modular
reactor era in the country.

NPCIL has rich experience in building
and operating 220 MW Pressurised Heavy
Water Reactors (PHWRs), whose design is
to be tweaked to introduce features of
passive safety and accident tolerance in
order that the plants can be located without
requiring a vast exclusion zone. NPCIL has
since postponed the deadline for receiving
queries from interested entities twice — to
January 31 and then to February 2. This
suggests that the response to the notice for
RFP has not been exciting. This is hardly
surprising, given the conditions imposed
onthe prospective BSR developers (defined
in the document as ‘User”). The User is to
build the BSR under the supervision and
control of NPCIL and transfer it to NPCIL
for a consideration of one rupee; the
ownership of the asset shall then vest with
NPCIL. NPCIL shall operate the plant for
which the User shall pay an “expertise fee”
of 60 paise per kWhr of electricity
generated, which shall increase by one paise
every year after 2030-31.

The User shall bear all costs of (NPCIL's)
operation of the BSR, including fuel, heavy
water, mai that involves biennial
shut down for 40 days, disposal of spent
fuel, taxes and insurance, without any say in
the operations. NPCIL will transfer the net
electricity generated (total generation
minus the plant’s own consumption); the
User shall make its own arrangements to
sell the electricity, but at tariffs determined
by the Department of Atomic Energy. Itis
hard to see why any business would be
interested, Even if it were, it is a moot point
as to why a financial institution would come
forward to finance it. The borrower must
spend his own money to build the plant,
that too in a way that NPCIL dictates and
then hand it over to NPCIL, only to wait for
electricity to be delivered and sell itat
tariffs over which he has no control.

If the government intends to “open up”
the nuclear sector to private players, then
the RFP document does practically nothing
in that direction. Private sector companies,
such as L&T, have always been involved in
the building of nuclear reactors, even if not
the whole reactor — so there is nothing
novel about the RFP. It is not clear why
NPCIL would get involved in the
supervision of the manufacturing of the
reactor, when there is an Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board, The government could
also have left it to the User to choose the
operator — after all, the operator would be
subject to the regulator’s supervision. The
RFP document appears to be designed to
elicita response only from power sector
PSUs such as NTPC; for these units, the
generation from the BSR would be a small
part of its total electricity production. That
hardly amounts to opening up.

PANKAJ VASHISHT
he global demand for

phenomenal growth. The

rapid digitisation of

economies, coupled with
the global quest for e transition,
has heightened the need for bulk raw
materials like copper and nickel as well
as niche minerals such as lithium, cobalt,
neodymium, tellurium, and rare earth
elements (REEs). These minerals are
indispensable for the production of
clean ems, including wind
turbines, ﬂl‘l’;ﬂtll. and !lgﬂc
vehicles, as well as high-tech digital

ucts,
vagl’ﬂlt the global reserves of these
ineral i their

ishighly umn."urthmtmu,
technological advancements over the
past three decades have led to hi
concentrated supply chains, ina
exerting significant control over mining
as well as processing of several critical
minerals. This dominance has been
achieved

in processing ahmlogfcl. domestic
di d

particularly in Africa and South America.
Ahmh China's proliferation in the
mi sector has benefited global
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Securing supply of
niche minerals crucial

METALS WITH METTLE. They are indispensable for clean energy and hi-tech digital
products. Creating KABIL, to secure minerals abroad, must be backed by further measures

i the Covid-19 pandemic and
ongolng geopolitical tensions have
exposed the vulnerabilities of this
concentrated supply chain,
Consequently, mineral security has
asa vital policy objective
worl . Industrialised nations have
n‘-pm('kdly Identifying critical |

mitigate supply chain disruptions. These
measures include Incmllvldnf
domestic production, promoting R&D
for 1i d

{ gy ) n 1

1Mh}w, fujrl lﬁp\l!{;w .

P

have of d ible for run mining and ore ssing, refining and
mineral supply and have begun mineral nam'ty.rwhlh mlm P = ¥ Biiciesress -h-mh‘

g a mineral strategy. this process, it currently lacks the Furthermore, India lacks the ugmry
‘The establishment of Khanij Bidesh financial capacity to assume the risks to produce advanced derivatives o
India Led (KABIL) in 2019 marked a ] cobalt, lithium, and rare earths, such as
pivotal step in these efforts, This joint Toaddress this, the tshould  battery cathode materials,
venture, comprising National consider creating a dedicated fund to high-performance alloys, and
Aluminium Company Ltd (NALCO), su| such ventures, ensurin, permanent magnets, Without domestic
Hindustan Copper Ltd (HCL) and fent capital for mine acq refining and processing capabilities,
Mineral Exploration Company Led. and the infr ded mine acquisi broad will yield
(MECL), critical P lore fr ines to limited benefits. Therefore, India must
mineral assets abroad, KABIL, sinc India. Leveraging India’s development urgently invest in developing refining
then, has been exploring f hip hannel could also sup and g technologies while
with countrieslike Argentina, Chile, KABIL and other Indian firms in their P g the d i f W
Bolivia and Australia to acquire essential  global endeavours, similar to China's of advanced derivatives.
minerals such as lithium and cobalt. strategy for securing critical minerals ‘This requires two cruclal steps: first,

prs |

In mLzs. th‘e &(InmryofAMLl_rm further

imports for critical minerals, While the
country is self-reliant in resources like
iron. i

idmtifying a mnp_rgmﬁw listof 30

critical minerals essential for sectors

In addition to financial

- quinng

FT indomestic value chains for cobalt,
ithium and REES present another

itimports  like defe I3 ge for India. The value
60 per cent of [ts man and energy,and t jon. Bullding on chain for these minerals is divided in the
rm'::im fully dtpmmmponl for thmmm’m rnment & extraction, refining, processing and
certain non-metallic minerals suchas launched the ‘Critical Mineral Mission’ downstream manufacturing stages. For

Buorepar .
India is also fully dependent on imports

inJuly 2024, with a €1,500 crore budget

cobalt and lithium, India remains fully

for minerals like germanium, heavyrare  national stockpiles.
earth elements, beryllium, rhenium,
tantalum, niobium, cobalt, lithium and CREATE DEDICATED FUND
strontium, etc., many of are ‘Though India's mineral security strategy
i for high-tech and cl hasg 1on, sig Raps
energy applications. stable remain, with access to capital being one
mrply of these minerals is vital for of the most pressing issues. Given the
India’s vision of g limited domesti
“Viksit Bharat' minerals like cobalt and lithium,
Fortunately, Indian policymakers acquiring mines of these minerals

dep on imports, withno
significant domestic mining or refini
In’:l!lr\lmuv. Inthe unhgﬂml!l, -

Lo d r e
hnologies for refining and p
and second, offering incentives to
encourage domestic hon of
critical materials such as battery
materials, high-performance

alloys, and permanent ets,
Expanding the scope of schemes like the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
c:)uld Pe astrategic move in this

although India has some capacity in

Without domestic refining
and processing capabilities,
mine acquisitions abroad
will vield limited benefits

i will not only reduce
reliance on imports but also ensure the
offtake of minerals that KABIL intends
to procure in the coming years.

The writer & Assocate Professor, Researchand
Countries, Ministry

of External Affaks. Views are parsonal

GIFT IFSC as hub for outbound investments

Thanks to convenience, cost-efficiency and tax benefits several fund managers and Fis have already registered their presence

S\

—
Vivaik Sharma
Mudit Burad

jarat International Finance
-City IFSC (GIFT IFSC) isa
global financial and technology
hub that offers streamlined and
cost-effective regulatory environment
for HNIs (high net-worth individuals)
and fund managers competing with
lobal financial hubs like Sing and
§ “The IFSC Pund Manager

lations, 2022, as notified by the

HOLDS PROMISE. GIFT IFSC is poised
to drive India's outbound investment

slowdown in venture further easing the process of launching

investments since their peak in 2021, and operating ALFs in GIFT IFSC. GIFT

limiting the investment opp i IFSC y than 130

d venture capital gistered fund entities
and more than 170 registered AlFs

WHY GIFT IFSC STANDS OUT alming to rival Singapore and Mauritius

Th Ties | financial hub.

cost-efficiency, and tax benefits, A Several funds are exploring using

recent RBI circular has allowed each IFSC platform for raising capital for

individual to remit up to $250,000 a year
toinvest into GIFT [FSC-based LRS
Bank accounts to make investments and
reinvestments into GIFT IPSC based
funds.

making global investments by pooling
Indian capital alongside, NRls and
offshore capital. For instance, IFSCA
introduced the -awaited
framework for Family [nvestment Funds

IFSC Authority, contemplate setting up ‘The ten-year tax holiday (for (FIFs) regime under the FM Regulations
of funds which may invest in India as Jobal fi Category [and 11 funds) and GST in April 2022 which allowed HNIs to set
well as in other permitted foreign this departure from past strategy is exemption provided to the fund upa lelf-mlmg:d family office.
Jurisd thus having ability to cater y the ng factors: gers based in GIFT IFSC However, this framework turned out to
to HNIs seeking to add foreign The first factor is the turbulent and the profitability of the managers which be too ahead of its time, as the RBI did
currency-denominated securities to choppy performance of the Indlanstock  enhances overall efficiency and returms.  not allow transfer of money from India
their portfolio. market in the last calendar year. This is added to the streamlined 1o IFSC for this purpose above the LRS
Comparing the data p bythe pecifically, key market indexes like process of transferring of funds and limit to the FIF, creating a bottleneck.
RBI in December 2023 and December Nifty gave M?M“ returns of around 8 making investments that has been Therefore, the success of the IPSC route
2024, a significant rise is seen in outward  per cent in Q3 FY25 indicatinga perfected by domestic banks for the will also depend on the consistency
for in and stagnation, purposes of making GIFT IFSC between the macroeconomic policies
¥ under LRS (Liberalised Secondly, overseas ! h domestic money. developed by these regulators.
Remittance Scheme) on a yearly basis helpin ng against currency Several Indian fund d Asthe rup to face
dr?lu the recently imposed 20 per cent  depreciation risk. For example, the value  multiple financial institutions a depreciation pressure against the dollar,
TCS (tax collected at source) on the of the dollar in rupee terms have registered their presence as fu alleyes willbe on the RBI and IFSC
outward remittances exceeding €7 lakh a;pmthzed 21 per cent, and the management entities in GIFT IFSCand  Authority in enabling, |fobd
under Section 206C(1G) of the ingapore dollar by 19.3 per cent, in the are in the process of launching opportunities funds. However, with its
Income-Tax Act, 1961, This underscores  past five years. For this means bound AIFs 3 this surge in strategic and practical advantages GIFT
the f Indian T foll not just d t ds by HNIs IFSC s poised to drive India’s outbound
HNIs to capitalise on global returns, but also currency gains, and institutional investors, [FSC and investment story to new helights.
P despite the tax B In addition, the Indian start-up SEZ authorith been
It also suggests that Indian HN1s are ecosystem is witnessing a funding providing supportive reguﬂmry Sharma bs Partner, and Burad ks Assoc ate, Cyril
now shifting from purely India-centric winter, There has been a signifi ight and P pp
@ LETTERS TO EDITOR send your by inar by post to 0 59060, Anna Sala, C)
L Y Yy conservation, create employment, to the wel-being of our logistics moving into various spheres, the IT
This refers to ‘US ctisenship grant world in pursuit of better job and strengthen self refiance. o lots, e y P b
rate foe Indians declining’ (January apportunities. RK Jain Arfjeet andbusfiorry drivers. Manty Ivesare  change intrends and ncreasing
24). Citizens from developing MG Warrier = dependent on ther physical and needs,
rations migrate to developed Murmbs mental heakth AG Rajmohan
countries, mastly in search of better ing I T
job apportunities. The people of Utilising Thi h ‘Caringfor
.hul :mm.nkm some of them, L s ¢ (January 23). r‘u-ms providers whenever they face Forelgn universities
3 should be partand  turmail in their Apropos Foregn universities: What
par 00 o reverue parcel of system. The p will miake them tick? (January 23),

"Every coin has two sides.
Heads and Headaches.”
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

CLEAN THE MESS IN
KERALA CONG, UNIFY
TO SAVE CO-OP BANKS

OMETHING is rotten within the Congress in Priya-
nka Gandhi's constituency Wayanad. N M Vijayan,
who was treasurer of thedistrict C

when both Priyanka and her brother got elected from
there, has died by suicide after killing his differently-
abled son last month. Before his death, Vijayan had written
six letters—one addressing his other son and the rest to vari-
ous Congress leaders and the police. In the letters, Vijayan,
who had been a fulltime party worker for half a century,
indicated that he was lled to take his life because of
corruption in the party He claimed that some Congress lead-
ers in Wayanad had been taking bribes through Vijayan for
glving jobs in cooperative banks linked to the party When
the party failed to give jobs to some who had shelled out la-
khs, Vijayan took it upon himself to pay back as other lead-
ers refused to help. He even mortgaged his property as he
felt he was answerable. In his last note, Vijayan made it clear

that the Kerala Congress leadership was aware of all this.
'l‘hedsaum triggered a controversy even though the state
ongress leadership initially felgned ignorance. The family
)wd kept quiet as Vijayan had requested them to glve the
party 10 days to settle the issue. But as the lead con-

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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HE new US secretary of state
Marco Rubio has said Ukraine
would be a "top priority” for
President rump an
that efforts to reach a cease-
fire would begin straight
away. Some of the ground-
work has "already been laid”, Rubio
claimed, and insisted that both Ukraine
and Russia would have to concede
“something” as part of any deal.

However, Trump upstaged Rubio in
real time to assume a threatening
stance when he told a news conference
he would be talking to Putin “very
soon" and it “sounds likely” that he
would apply more sanctions if the lat-
ter did not come to the table.

Trump followed through on the threat
in a Truth Social post: "I'm going to do
Russia, whose economy is failing, and
President Putin, a very big favour. Set-
tle now, and stop this ridiculous war!
It’s only going to get worse. If we don’t
make a ‘deal’, and soon, I have no other
choice but to put high levels of taxes,
tariffs, and sanctions on anything be-
ing sold by Russia to the US, and vari-
ous other participating countries. Let's
get this war, which never would have
started if [ were president, over with!
We can do it the easy way, or the hard
way—and the easy way is always better.
It’s time to make a deal.”

Trump is falling into the same trap
that Team Biden did—predicating the
war on the deeply flawed assumption
that the Russian economy is the weak
link in Moscow’s strategy, or worse
still, Russia’s war economy is a house
nf cards and time is not on Putin's side.

tinued to show apathy, his son went public. That's when the
state leadership sprang into action and offered support,
though the damage was done. Cases have been registered
against the leaders named in Vijayan's letters. Though the
district Congress president and MLA managed to get antic-
patory bail, they are being questioned by the police,

The incident should push the Congress high command to
take affairs of their Kerala unit more serifously if they are
to retain a grip over the state, one of its last bastions. If the
party gets mired in corruption even when it is out of power,
how will it be able to evoke public trust? The incident also
highlights what is alling with the state’s cooperative banks,
as every political party is using them as a fiefdom to milk
for benefits, All parties must come together if they are to

AR AR HIII I AP

it's a carry-over from
the Soviet era—performative and in-
tended to undermine confidence in its
political intent. It won’t unnerve Putin,
Just recall how effectively his power ap-
paratus dealt with the shock of the 2008
financial crisis.

The new US president wants to go
down in history as a peacemaker and
unifier. But then, he also sees Ukraine, a
resource-rich country, as remaining mil-
itarily strong and closely associated with
the West. Therefore, neither Ukraine's
capitulation to Russia nor a strategic de-
feat of NATO fits into his paradigm.

Therein lies Trump's pradicamem

he has no ion to

save the sector They must also ensure that such i
are not repeated.

HALT COW VIGILANTISM
AND CATTLE TARGETING

WO ineidi of ling and butchering

cows in Karnataka have emerged as a threat to com-

munal harmony even as cow vigilantism continues

to be major menace in different parts of the country

The recent tragic incidents, whlch oceurred on con-

1 f January, hing cows' udders

in Bengaluru's Cottonpet area, and stealing and butchering

a pregnant cow in Salkod gram panchayat of Honnavar
taluk in Uttara Kannada district.

Such incidents, which provide fodder for those trying to
disrupt communal peace, invariably get entangled with poli-
tics. Soon after the second incident, Kumta-Honnavar’s BJP
MLA Dinakar Shetty visited Salkod and lashed out at Chief
Minister Siddar hand H G Par U
for the attacks on cows. Leader of the Opposition
in the assembly, R Ashoka, alleged the incident was made
possible by the Congress's “appeasement-driven govern-
ance” in Karnataka, and blamed the government for cows
being repeatedly targeted to taunt the majority community

It needs to be noted that neither violent, extra-judicial cow
vigllantism—which has already cost several innocent lives—
nor the harming of cows help with communal harmony.
Such actions, which can trigger explosive communal con-
flicts, are not allowed under Indian law. Ultimately, as such
conflicts linger, they impede with the smooth running of the
economy and people's welfare. So, such acts need to be rec-
ognised as anti-national, not merely anti-social—because
they can disrupt the nation’s unity and people's well being
across state boundaries.

Political statements over such incidents usually do more
to incite rather than pacify Saner sense needs to prevail—
not just among members of the ruling and opposition par-
ties, but among the general public, too—for the larger good.
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)emscmthe US's claims to global hegem-
ony even as he distances from the so-
called liberal-globalist agenda of waste-
ful expeditionary wars. At a speech
during the commander in chief’s inau-
gural ball, Trump said the US would

Given the postures Trump and Putin struck this week, a thaw
In US-Russia relations Is unlikely anytime soon. Trump is not
intent on jettisoning US claims to global hegemony

THE EAGLE STAYS
IN STARING CONTEST
WITH THE BEAR

e

MK BHADRAKUMAR

achieve “peace through strength”, an
expression often attributed to Ronald
Reagan. Twice in the past week, Trump
has called for enhancement of NATO
countries’ defence spending from the ex-
isting 2 percent of GDP to 5 percent.
Russians have a long memory. Just
hours before Trump's inauguration,
the veteran foreign minister Sergey La-
vrov told a briefing session with Rus-
sia's Security Council chaired by Presi-
dent Putin that “everyone is trying to
guess what official approaches the
Trump administration will promaote...
let me repeat that all of these are pre-
liminary statements, more like test
runs.” Lavrov said even the US’s West-
ern allies are in a waiting mode, leave
alone others who have experienced

A

Formes diplomat

i

TR 3N

Washington's record to "maintain con-
flict potential in the hope of benefitting
from the ongoing crises”,

Moscow is deeply sceptical about
Trump's “peacemaking” in Ukraine.

The splinter in your eye
is the best magnifying
glass available

qLu/uu nexpre: 2?-).

strategic stability and security"

As regards Ukraine, Putin repeated,
“The primary focus here should be ad-
dressing the root causes of the crisis...
The objective should not be a tempo-
rary ceasefire or a pause to regroup
forces and rearm for eventual continu-
ation of the conflict, but rather a last-
ing peace founded on respect for the
legitimate interests of all individuals
and peoples residing in this region.”

Putin's message was firm and une-
quivocal: Russia will not compromise
on its core interests. Hardly 5 days into
Trump 2.0, clouds are already gather-
ing on the horizon. A breakthrough is
nowhere in sight. Trump’s drive tostop
the war without taking into account
Russia’s security concerns and disre-
garding the root causes is a non-starter.
But Trump hates to be seen as a 'loser”
anywhere, anytime.

The end of the Ukraine war is no-
where in sight. Conceivably, Trump may
even lash out at some point to impose
more sanctions against Moscow, but he
will not escalate the war into a direct
NATO conflict with Russia. Equally, the
US aid for Ukraine will steadily dwindle
as Trump shifts much of the financial
responsibility for the war onto the EUL

The Security Council meeting on
Monday signalled again that the Krem-
lin would not be detracted from the ob-
jectives for the special military opera-
tion. Russian reflexes are conditioned
by the chronicle of past Western be-
trayals, back-tracking and outright de-
ceptions. Even though the war may
spill over into next year, the Russian
momentum on the battlefield will re-
main irreversible. The Russian public
remains solidly supportive of Putin.

Significantly, on Tuesday, Chinese
President Xi Jinping called Putin and
said: “This year, | am ready, together
with you, to elevate Chinese-Russian re-
lations to a new level, to counter exter-
nal uncertainties by preserving stabil-
ity and resilience of Chmese Russian

Putin remarked that Moscow
Trump’s remarks on the necessity of
doing everything possible to avert a
third world war. He noted, "We have
never declined dialogue and have al-
ways been prepared to sustain amica-
ble and cooperative relations with any
American administration... [But] we
operate under the premise that the dia-
logue will be established on an equal
and mutually respectful foundation, ac-
knowledging the significant roles our
nations play on several vital global is-
sues, including the enhancement of

WHY COMMON LAW IS
SCEPTICAL OF PHILOSOPHY

T last November's F A Mann
Lecture, Justice Philip Sales
of the UK Supreme Court of-
fered a compelling philosophi-
cal framework for understand-
ing how purpose shapes the
creation and interpretation of
law. Drawing on the works of American
jurist Lon Fuller and philosopher Lud-
wig Wittgenstein, Sales illuminated
why purposive analysis remains indis-
pensable across the legal landscape.

Sales's thesis rests on two philosophi-
cal pillars. The first is Fuller's concep-
tion of law as “the enterprise of sub-
jecting human conduct to the
governance of rules”. This frames pur-
pose not merely as an interpretive tool,
but as constitutive of law itself. The sec-
ond is Wittgenstein's analysis of lan-
guage as inherently purpose-driven,
with meaning emerging from use rath-
er than from fixed referents.

Despite going on about the nature of
language as propounded by philoso-
phers, Sales acknowledged that com-
maon law is averse to philosophy, priori-
tising practical experience in real-world
cases over abstract ideas. This, to me,
presents an intriguing paradox that
warrants deeper scrutiny. Although

On its part, the Congress-ruled government needs to judges and practitioners typically claim
amature approach towards this goal, which would also help they value real-world experience over
t blemish of indul in ical this stance ex-

itshed th
ment pulmcs . The opposition needs to come together with
the ruling disposition to halt cow vigilantism and cattle tar-
geting. After all, both sides should work d
harmony rather than tearing apart the social fabric.

CROSSING PATHOLOGIES

AHARASHTRA Foud and l)mgs Administration’s di-
rective allowing who have

poses an important—and usually over-
looked—intellectual commitment that
demand careful consideration.

Common law, Justice Edward Coke
wrote, represented “an artificial perfec-
tion of reason, gotten by long study, ob-
servation, and experience”. To him,
perfection is the expertise attained by
lawyers down the ages—"an infinite se-
ries of grave and learned men”,

King James I's assertion of the right
to decide issues where the law was un-
clear later became known as the Case of
1607). Coke observed, “The

mmpletednem]ﬂwﬁemunehmﬂsnpw 1

to prescribe allopathic medicines is dangerous. A similar
move made in 2017 was stayed by the Bombay High Court
when the Indian Medical Association challenged it. The Su-
preme Court had highlighted the trouble with ‘cross-pathy’
in 1996's Poonam Verma case. The desperation to press more
doctors into practice is understandable—there is a massive
shortage in all states. In 2020, there were only seven physi-
clans per 10,000 people in India, compared to 24 in China. But
doing it this way would be like going to an orthopaedic to
treat a mental health issue.

kmg said he thought the law was found-
ed upon reason, and that he and others
had reason as well as the judges... But
he was not learned in the laws of his
realm of England, and causes which
concern the life, inheritance, goods or

I
SAAI SUDHARSAN
SATHIYAMOORTHY
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bhu Dayal (2002), remarked that even
the members of the executive “will not
be able to dispense justice... properly
not being possessed of a trained judi-
cial mind nor conversant with intricate
applicable legal principles and judicial
manner of thinking. They are likely to
have an inbuilt pro-executive bias, hav-
ing worked for long years in the execu-
tive and hence will not inspire the con-
fidence of the public”.

Legalese can be analysed through
Ludwig Wittgenstein's idea that
meaning emerges from the use

of language, not fixed referents.
Common law prioritises reaching
workable conclusions than outlining
abstract ideas. Yet, philosophy has
influenced it down the ages

This is because legal reasoning is un-
derstood to be that which aligns closely
with the prevailing consensus within
the legal community Commaon law and
legal reasoning ﬁl‘nd{amgnml.ly rely :En

and r -
rived from the specifics of individual
cases, Judges in common law regimes,
such as the UK and India, view their
role as incrementally advancing the
law through the resolution of specific

AR

Advecate Nardas High (aut

cal principles through abstract reaso:

ing, but through sustained purucipa
tion in the practice of law. As such,
philosopher, economist and theolo-
gians, who are prone to deductive rea-
soning from abstract principles, find
common law wanting.

However, this explains the general
unwillingness of judges to resort to any
kind of top-down, deductive reasoning
from abstract principle. It is indeed
true that the concept of reason as ‘arti-
ficial’' implies an understanding that

reasoning is always a constructed
endenvvur—cn attempt lngamndegme

sochl exulence 'I'harefm‘e, the true
question is not whether legal reason is
artificial, but what form of artifice it
embodies and for what

Legal concepts evolve lhmugh accu-
mulated court rulings. Each case is im-
pacted by and at the same time can mod-
ify an established doctrine. This focus

for th and pros-
perity of both countries and for justice
and equality in the world.”

Such strategic trust is going to be a
crucial factor in big-power diplomacy
during Trump 2.0, as a thaw in US-Rus-
sia relations is not to be expected.
Trump's strategy is anchored on the
US’s global dominance, something Rus-
sia and China will not accept.

Tellingly, Xi's remarks came three
days after Trump's call to him urging
Beijing to intervene with Moscow.

(Views are personal)
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Netaji's followers

Ref: Honouring Metajl's legacy (Jan 24). It's
aptly written that Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose rose to the skies and illuminated India's
horizon with his personality. It's also true that
there are hundreds of people whe silently
follow the principles laid down by Netaji.
Chellam

Rarest cases

Ref: Consider deterrence over refom (lan 22).
The editerial unambiguously explained how

to determine ‘rarest of rare cases”, In rases

of extreme brutality, “deterrence should be
preferred to reformation”, it said. Culprits whe
don't expeess remorse expect only a short stay
in prison. Capital punishment, if awarded,
should be confumed and executed swiftly.
Otherwise it will send wrong message.

Salil Kumar V, Kochi

Immigration debate

Ref: n first meet, US flags irregular migration
(Jan 24). lllegal immigration has been a
pressing issue for India too. But the toncern
is not limited to India~it's a huge topic

now in global discourse, Several countries

are adopting stricter regulations to tackle
the challenge, citing its socio-economic and
security implications,

Saurabh Thakur, Mumbai

Train tragedy

Ref: 12 fump off train after false alarm, run
over by another (Jan 23). The case Is shocking.
It's reported that some Pushpak Express

on pecific, fact-i

fostersa pragmatlc almost anti-intellec-
tual, approach in common law reason-
ing. Broad generalisations are seen with
suspicion as unwarranted intrusions.
The comman law judge places more im-
portance on reaching a just and worka-
ble conclusion to a conflict than on out-
lining general philosophical ideas,
especially if doing so means distinguish-
ing or limiting relevant precedents.

Of course, common law's hostility to
abstract thought has not isolated it
from philosophical influence. From the
natural law ideas of Thomas Aquinas
and William Blackstone to the utilitari-
anism of Jeremy Bentham and John
Stuart Mill, and the legal positivism of
H L A Hart and Joseph Raz, many sys-
tems have shaped common law theory

As Sales illustrated in his speech,
idesx from philosophers may help in

g’sas. guided more by precedent than
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jumped off after the driver applied
brakes. The brake, applied at high speed, set
off some sparks, which led to smoke that
entered the cabin and caused panic. Given such
anodd chain of events, one wonders whether
it was sabotage.

KS Aswathanarayana, Bengalury

RTO

Ref: Delay in supply of licenses/RC smart cards
fis RTOs {Janm 23). Getting work done at 2
regional transport office can be fast if you go
through an agent. If you go without one, they
will raise objections to delay the work so that
you go to an agent. The authorities should
complete the tender process for Issuing smart
cards a5 soon as possible and RTOs should be
streamiined to make them user-friendly.

6 K Chandrashekhar, Tumkur

Waqf vote
The bold step by UDF MP Francis George to

fortunes of his subjects are not to be de- ugh ing the basic aspects of extend support for the Wagf {Amendment) Bill
cided by natural, but by the artificial One may even argue lhat there is !egal language and practice. The s to be acclaimed. His bold stand should be an
reason and judgement of law". As we nothing natural about the law, of the law is its readi- eye-opener for others. It will bring solace to the
will see, this the i asitis to be shared amonga  ness to give top priority to what works Munambam families who have been protesting
principle of practical law. fraternity of lawyers. It is also not above what looks good on paper. some wagf property rules for months.
Justice Markandey Katju, in Sham-  brought out by the discovery of practi- (Views are personal) MT Thomas, Peruva
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