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How was
Vikatan’ made
inaccessible?

What are the rules? How do website
blocking ovders work in India? What
can a website owner do?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

e website of the Tamil magaeine,

Vikertern, ws rendered inaccessible for

several readers on February 15, after the
BIP's Tamil Nadi president K. Annamakil sent a
letter to L, Murugan, the Mindster of State for
Information and Broadeasting, complaining
about a cartoon featuring Prime Minister
Narenchra Modi and LS, President Donald
Trump. The magazine, as well as State leaders
ik Chief Minister MK, Stalin, have condemned
the move as an attack on freedom of expression.

Why was there a complaint about a cartoon?
Anartda Vikatarn has been a mainstay in the
‘Turnil magazine space, and in its most recent
avatar has been a constant source of politieal
and entertainment reporting. The magazine also
publishes an online e-magazine for paying
subseribers called Vikatan Mus, The February 10
edition of this digital magazine had a cover
eartoon featurtng Peime Minisber Modi shackled
in chatns, seated next to President Trump. The
shackling was a reference to the plight of the
migrants being deported from the US. to India
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government to block a0 up by Mr.
hsite in the “1nlu| o8t Annamalad, who
wrote to the
Ministry of
Information and
Broadeasting (MIB), He aceused the magasdne of
“operating as o mouthplece of the DMK®,
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How was it rendered unavailable?

The Union government did not issue any
statement confirming or denying that the
website was made inaccessibde, The Hindu was
able to confirm with four people aware of the
order that bed to Vikatan's inaccessibility, tha it
wis lssued by the MIB. The 188 disseminated
the instructions through the Department of
Telecommunications to internet providers and
tedecom operators, after which the website was
nodt nccessible in majority of thelr networks.

Website blockings are governed by Section
G4 of the Information Technology Act, 20040,
The kaw's language broadly empowers the
government bo block a website in the "interest of
soverelgnty and integrity of India, defence of
Inclia, security of the State, friendly relations
with foreign States or public order or for
preventing incitement ™, The blocking orders are
confidentlal, and a copy has not been provided
to Vikatarn or to the public,

The Information Technology (Procedure and
Safeguards for Blocking for Access of
Information by Public) Rules, 2000 details the
aperation of these Rubes, empowering Ministries
and State government departments o refer a
blocking request through a nodal officer to a
destgnatid officer under the IT Mindstry, which
then constitutes a committes that takes a
decision, If a blocking is directed, the
Department of Telecommunications is looped in
o send the arder to broadband and welecom
players, This is different from the framework for
remaving content within a given website or
streaming service, That is governed by the
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethies Code) Rules,
2021, which are regulations under the IT Act
empowering the I&B Ministry and the IT
Ministry to lssue emergency orders blocking
content on social media platforms, streaming
services, online news websites, and so on. Sinee
the introchiction of secure HTTPS websites,
blocking a specific piece of content within a
wehsite is not possible without the eooperation
of the websie's publisher, as internet networks
can only see the name of the domain, and not
what a user is viewing on a given website,

What can “Vikatan' do?
Under the 2000 blocking rules, a nothee should
b sent to the website which is lable to be
Bilocked, sothat they my make a
representation, This can be consldered by a
review committes, The publishers of VLO Media
Player were able o obtain an unblocking of their
wehsite in 2022, after engaging in discussions
with the IT Minkstey. No such prior notlee was
sent to Vikatan, On February 16, the day after
the order was isswed, the magazine received o
moice for the cartoon under the 20210 1T Rules
governdng content blocking within websites,
which did not acknowledge the website's overall
Inacoessibility, After getting a notice, a website
owner can typically make their case to the
committee formied under the 2000 Rules. 1f the
commiitee does not aceept the defence, this can
be appealed ina High Court. In Vikatan's case,
the notice from the 1B Ministry called for a
hearing on February 20, The magazine
presented s ease, and has vowed to legally
challenge the order if the outcome of the
hearing “does not align with press freedom
principles”
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What is India’s dilemma over fighter jets?

Does India have o opt for the F-
deals with Russia? Why were

5 offered by LS. President Donald Trump? What about defence
5 o acguire the SU-57 dropped? What is the status

indigenous fighter jer? 1s India too dependent on foreign capabilities and echnology?

Dloakar Perd

The story so far:

he two foremost Fifth Generation
Fighter Afreraft (FGFA) of Russia and
thee LS., the SU-ST and F-35, got a ot

of atbention at Aero Incia, which was
held from February 10114 in Bengalur, with the
Former undoubtedly being the showstopper with
its manoewvres. Just as that wound up, LS,
President Donald Trump, addressing a pross
meet with Prime Minlster Narendra Mo, sald
the LS, Is also pavig the way to "ultimately”
provide India with F-35 stealth fighters,

What's the F-357

The F-35 Joint Serike Fighter is a single seat,
slmple- c:n'p;Im strile fighter jet with three
wariants, FA5A, which has a conventional
takee-off andd landing for the Alr Force, F358
short take-offvertieal landing for the Marine
Corps and an F-350 alreraft carrier variant for
the Mavy and the Marine Corps, In addition o
the LS, the programeme has seven international
partiiers, and 10 forelgn miliary siles
customers, and the jets are expectid to be in
service well into the 20805, As of Janwary 30,
2005, 1,110 F-35s were delivered, according to
the lead contractar Lockheed Martin, with 20
participants in the programme,

Moting that it wasn't a firm offer yet and what
Mr. Trump meant was that they will look at a
ol for making the F-35 available, Defence
Secretary Rapesh Kumar Singh sabd recently that
Enadia "will ook at that offer once it becomes a
frm offer” Pointing out that there is a protocol
b e followed, he said thae Rest requirements
have io be ralsed by the services, and only then

The costs

his never
operied a
Us, fighter
Jot

Maw wings: A LS mr Forge F-35 L-uhlunmg I fighteer jet on display at Aera

Irdin 2025 in Bengalun, DIk PERI

are options on offer studied, "Creating an option
of this type Is important for us and we will
certainly look at it with an open mind," he said,

The U5, Government Accountability Office
(GACH, which is mandated by the U
o review the progriamme, said in a May 2024
report that the Department of Defence estimates
that these development efforts - as well as the
costs to maintain and operate the 2,470 planned
atreralt through 2088 — will exceed $2 trillion.
Based on various estimates, the F35 costs
uipwarcs of $100 million per atreralt with
armaments and assoclated costs, India has never
operated a LS, fighter, and an advanced fighter
like the F35 will need new facilities for training
and malntenance,

‘What is the status of the Russian fighter jet?
It is pertinent to note that in 2000, India and
Ruessia signed a preliminary design agreement to
Jointdy produce the FGFA, now the SU-57, for use
by hoth countries after which each had imested
5295 million for preliminary design which was
completed in 2013, But protracted negotiations
Followed over the high cost and lmbted
technology transfer, One of the Hmiting fetors
was that it was a single seater and the creation of
a twin-seat variant, the LAF's preference, would
ean a steep rise in costs, India eventually
puilld ot of the FGFA project and declded to go
with its indigenows FGEA, the Advanced Medium
Combat Alreraft (AMCA),

What is the IAF's squadron strength?

Thee TAF has a sanctioned strength of 42.5 fighter
souadrons, but, is linguishing today at 31
sepuadrons with a significant proportion of
ageing platforms, “Somewhere India got left
behind and is stuck in the middle, There is o big
gap and major countries have moved forward,”
noted o senior official. China, Russia and the U5,
have already felded filth generation fighter jets,
with China recently stealing a march over
everyone else as it few two advanced fifth
generation fighters, dubbed by some as a
sbeth-generation jet, in additbon to the two jets
already developed and inducted. Reports
sugggest that Pakistan is looking to acquire 40
J435 fifth generation jets from China.

In Deeembser, the government constituted o
high-level commitiee bed by the Defence
Secretary to chalk out a roadmap for the IAF and
address operational gaps. The report which was
scheduled to be submitted by end Janiary, is
still in the works, officlals confirmed.

‘What isin the pipeline?
Inclin has an ambitious plan to acquire over 500
FAghter jets, o bulk of them varlants of the Light

Combist Alreraft (LCA) and the AMCA, that is at
least a decade swiry from induction,

There has been a delay in the deliveries of 83
LCAMELA already contracted, with 97 more to
be ordered. The delay in deliveries has been
partly due to engine delays from General
Electric (GE), and Hindustan Acronautics
Limited (HAL) has now assured that 12 jets will
b delivered to the LAF this year; the order for 83
Jets will be completed in three-and-a-half years.
Oficials sabd that the more capable LOA-MkZ is
expected to make first flight in early 2026 The
AMCA prototype bs expected to roll out by
end 2026 or early-2027, certified by 2002 and
ready For induction by 2034, In addition, there s
the proposal for 114 Multi-Role Fighter Alreraft
(MBFA) to be imported and
licence-manufactured loeally but has seen no
progress for many years, with the Request For
Information (RFT) ssued in April 20059, However,
given the gap in numbsers, the MEFA as
envisaged may now be too expensive and oo
late to address the orists, Lase October, IAF chief
Alr Chief Marshal A, I, Singh sadd the MRFA was
“needed as on yesterday.”

While several experts and observers pitched
For two F-35 squadrons as a stopgap, ghven the
complex process and timelines, it would be a
decide before the jets arrive. The 36 Rafale deal
comtractied at €787 billion from France in 2006 is
a case fn point In additon, India had pald over
1 billion i one-tme research and development
costs for India-specific enhancements on the
Rafales, Speeding up the domestic programmes
i of eriteal Importance a8 any new additon 1o
the IAF's already diverse fleet will ereate a
maintenance mghtmare and also take away
Focus and resources from indigenous efforts,

When did diversification begin?

Russhan military hardware has constituted a bulk
of the Indian military inventory, incleding the
IAF, for decades and diversification began in the
warly 20008, However, diversification shouldn®t
mean moving from one dependency to another,
Ag per the current plan, by early 2040, the IAF
will have 220 LCAMEL variants, at beast 120
LEA-MI2s aned the inftial batch of AMCAs, all
powered by the GE F-404 and F-404 jet engines,
a significant proportion of the fighter feet,

The licence manufacture of the F-414 engine
or the new HOKN engine, Hkely to be
eovdeveloped and co-produced with France for
the AMCA-MEZ, will mean that India would be
dependent on athers for the most eritical
systems, The Indian aero engine space for both
Fxed wing and helicopters will be powered by
the US, and France for the rest of the century, as
French co-developed engines power India's
indigenous helicopters,

So adiding new fighters, that too of the highest
technological threshold of the LLS., would surely
come with a lot of riders, some intrusive and
some that could stymie operational flexibility
and bmpact plans on indigenous manufacturing,

Why is three-language policy controversial?

Why has the Centre withheld funds to Tamil Nadu under the Samagra Shiksha programme?
When did the State adopt a twodanguage policy? What is its stand on mandatory imposition of
Hindi? What is the central government’s view? How can the issue be resolved?

L Suresh Kumar
The story so far:

he Union Government has withheld
22,152 crore in funds due to Tamil
MNavclu undler the Samagra Shiksha

seheme for refusing to join the Prime
Minkster Schools for Rising India (PMSHRD
inktiative. While T.N. is eager to participate in the
M SHRI xrhum it staunc] I1I3ru|zrmc-s the

w mandate o imp thae

Na:h ol Education Policy (NEP) 2020, One af
the Stite’s core objections to the NEP s its
insistence on adopting a three-language formula
in schools, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan hag rejected any
concessions, insisting that T.N. maust align "with
the Constitution”, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
questioning which provision of the Constitution
Justifies such mandates, has declared that the
Statee will not submit o *blackmadl” or abandon
its historically adopted two-language policy,

What does the NEP 2020 state?

The NEP 2020 has retained the three-linguage
Formula, a comoept first introduced in the NEP of
16 The key difference, however, is that back
then the NEP advocated for Hindi to bea
compulsory language across the nation,

Tamil Nadu,
with |:~

consistently
outperlormed
many other
States in ey
education
metrics

Mot beae kg dewn: Deputy Chiel Minister Udbayanidhi Stalin and bis allles

pratest against NEF' three-language policy In Chennal on Felbruary 18, 1. Raou

Hindi-speaking States were required to teach
Hindi, English, and a modern Indian language
preferably a south Indian language - while
non-Hindi speaking States were expected o
teach the local regional language, Hindi, and
English. In contrast, NEP 2020 offers greater
Hlexibility, technically not imposing any specific
langusage on any State, It states that “the three
Bangueages bearned by children will be the
cholces of States, regions, and, of course, the
students themselves, so long as at least two of
the three languages are natbve to Indin” This
means, in addition to the State's language,
children would be required to learn at least one
other Indian linguage - not necessarily Hindi,
The policy also emphasises bilingual eaching,
partieularly in the home language/mother
rongue and English, Conspicuously, it plices
significant emphasis on Sanskrit as an optional
cholee within the three language formula.

Why is there opposition to this policy in T.N.?
Tamil Navclu has long resisted the 'imposition of
Hindi'. Inn 1937, when the C. Rajagopalscharl
iRajajl) government in Madras mqkm\j making

Major political partes, including the ruling DMK
and the principal opposition Allindia Anna
Dravida Munmetra Kazhagam (AIADMEY, have
consistently opposed any efforts 1o alter this
1k:lk3-' T 2019, bucklash led the Kasturieangan

jttee to remove the d Hindi
Iurnim;xl.mu fromm the draft NEP,

Why Is the three-language policy seen as an
attempt to lmpose Hindi?
Peditical parties and actbvists in T.N. view the
three-language policy as a "smokescreen” and a
“hackdoor" attempt to impose Hindl. They
argue that, in practice, the implementation of a
three-language scheme would inevitably lead o
the teachdng of Hindi, given the imited
resourees for providing additional language
teachers and learning materials, Moreover, the
Unlon Government and prominent B)P leaders
have periodically advocated for the promaotion
of Hindi, In 2009, the Union Budget allocated
50 erore to support the appolntment of Hindi
teachers in non-Hindi speaking States. Critles
contend the Centre’s actions do not match its
rhetoric on promoting reglonal linguages, as
evidenced by the lack of efforts o hire adeguate
reghonal language teachers in Kendriya
Vidyalayas or to ensure south Indian languages
are tneght in schools above the Vindhyas,

Mr. Prachan has defended the withholding of
Fumds to TN, making §i elear that adherence to

Hindi a pulsory subject in
schools, the Justice Party hercely unpuml. it
Twas young men, Thalamuthu and Natarajan,
who participated in the agitation, died and
became feons in the ant-Hindi imposition
mavement, Rajaji eventaally resigned, and the
British government withdrew the order. In 1965,
as the deadline for adopting Hindi as the sole
official language across India approached, the
State witnessed violent protests that led o the
deaths of at least 70 people in police shootings
of sell-immolations, The agitation resurlaced
when Parliament adopted the Official L

the three:) palicy ks n fable. He
urgedd Mr. Stalin to "rise above mlitlml
differences™ and eriticised the State for viewing
the NEP 2020 with a “myophe vision". In
response, Me. Stalin has socused Mr, Pradhan of
artempting to "impose Hindi™ under the guise of
the NEP's policy. Mr. Stalin has vowed that, as
long as the DME and be are aroumd, Tamil and
T.Ns Interests will not be compromised.

Whant is the way forward?
The enly viable solition les in L\lll'i"ul."“.'
|

CAmendment) Act, 1967, and the Official
Language Resolution, 1968, which mandated the
renching of Hindi as part of the three-languge
Formaula, In January 1968, the Madras Assembly,
bedd by the C.N, Annadurad-led first Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government,
adopted a resolution calling for the serapping of
the three-language formula and the elimination
of Hindi from the curriculum in TN, schools,
Sinee then, the State has steadfastly followed its
rwo-kanguage policy teaching Tamil and English.

and a practical I
the Centre and the State on an ksue like
wducation, which was transferred from the State
1o the concurrent list during the Emergency.
Notably, T.N., with its long-standing
twoelanguage policy, has consistently
outperformed many other States in key metrics
such as Gross Envolment Ratio and reduced
school dropoul rates, Disagreements over
teaching a thivd language should not be allowed
1o derail Funding for Samugra Shiksha, a
comprehensive programme for education.
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Satvika Mahajan

hie slogan "Sabiko Dekha, aa
gyl Rekha' (We have seen
many, now Rekha has

arrivid), reverberated
outside Rekha Gupta's home in
Shalimar Bagh on February 19, as the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) affirmed
it faith in her as the next Chief
Minister of Delhi, The first-time MLA
wits sworn in along with her council of
Ministers the very next day at the
Ramlila Maican.

A leader with grassroots links, Ms,
Gupta will oversee a new era of the B
i thee capltal. The salfron party has
been in the Oppeosition in Delh for
nearly 26 years, Hours after the BIP
emerged victorious on February 8, the
immediate question that came up wias
wha would be the party's pick for the
top job, There were several
fromtrunners, including sons of
former Chief Ministers, former Delhi
BIP presidents, and MLAs who stood
agatnst the Aam Aadmi Party s (AAT)
ticde, But Ms, Gupsta, 50, emerged as
the evential answer,

Whilee the piek surprised many, an
insdcder in the BIT sald the party has
always rewarded those who have stood
quietly in the waiting wings, not
making i fuss about the
responsibilities and duties given to
them, Ms, Gupta is a prime example of
exactly that, She stood as the Mayoral
Candickite of the party in Corporation
polls in 2023 against the AAP's Shelly
Obserod, dlespite knowing that the
numbers were stacked against her.

Her grooming in polities began in
1992 with the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), the student wing of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
whibe she was a student at Daulat Ram
Caollege, Delhi University, She went on
o serve as the Delhi University
Stuckent Union president in 1996,
According to BIP keaders, during this
time, she worked closely with LP,
Manela, the current party president
whao was then the in-charge of the
Delhi wing of the Yuva Morcha, and

From the wings to the centre

Reliha Gupta
The 50-year-old first-time MLA, who began her political activism with the ABVP in the early 1990s, has been chosen by the BIP to lead the government
following the party’s return to power in Delhi after 26 years

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

"Rekhu fi has been active in politics
from the 1990s. She has brought in
change, she has worked on lssies of
WO empowerment, encouraged
parents to send their girls to schoaol,
and is a role model for many young
waomen, hoping to enter politics,” a
councillor at the Municipal
Corparation of Delki (MCD), who had
worked with Ms, Gupta, said,

Clad in a saffron saree on February
20, Ms. Gupta folded her hands
greeting Prime Minister Narendra
Maodli, other sentor BIP leaders, and the
erowd who had thromged the Ramlila
Mabdan to see her swearing tn as
Delhi's fourth woman Chief Minister,
“While the overt reasons o pick her
included the Fact that the BIP was
looking to project a women face and
someone from the Vadshya
buckground, which is a siceable
population in the capital, she s
somecne who has worked in the
background of the party for years,
holding personality developmental
courses For first-time women
councillon durlng her st term,
armong other nitkitives” sald a party
instder.

Non-objectionable face

M. Gupta is also a non-ohjectionable
face within the Delhi unit, as she has
not sided with any factions and comes
with strong ground connections, say
party workers, explaining that the
leader has a good sense of what the
pushlic wants. In 2004, she initiated a
party membirship drive on DTC (Delhi
Transgport Corporation) buases,

Asenlor BJP leader who was part of
this campadgn sald, "we boarded buses
from the terminus near Shivajl
Stacium and spent whole days on the
move, connecting with citizens, and
asking them to join the party”,

Born on July 19, 1974, in Nandgarh
village, Haryana, Rekha Gupta moved
oy Delld with her family at the age of
twie, She formally joined the party in
2002, Her father was an employee of
the State Bank of India, She served as

the natlonal secretary of the BIPs Yuva
Maorcha and macde ber debut in
electoral politics in 2007 as an MCD
Councillor,

Since then, Ms. Gupta has seen a
steady rise within the B She was
male i Mational Executive Member of
the party in 2012, and National
General Secretary, Mahila Morcha, the
wormen's wing of the party, in 2013,
However, the journey has not always

ILLUSTRATION: H. RAJESH

been smooth, as she lost Assembly
elections in 2005 and 2020 from
Shalimar Bagh constituency. However,
in 2025, Ms. Gupta became a legislator
for the first time from Shalimar Bagh,
defeating incumbent Bandana Kumari
of the AAP, with a majority of 29,595
votes,

Ms. Gupta has been lauded for her
prassroot links with people, especially
party workers, “After the 2020

Assembly polls, T was made an
ohserver to appoint a disteiet president
froen her area as the party wis
revamping iis organisational siructure
after the loss, Durkng my survey of the
area, we found that approximately 87%
Karyakartas (party workers) voted for
ber. T hid never seen such numbers.
befune, but when [ resched out to her
tov cliscuss this, she gave three names of

ple that can be chosen instead of

. sl a Lok Sabha member from
Delhi.

“When [ asked her why not her, she
safed, T have alreacy been swarded by
thi pairty miny times, 4 fresh fhee
should takee the reins now instead’,"
thi MP told The Hindu.

BJI's promise

When Ms, Gupta was named the Chiefl
Minister, a o from 2002 resurfaced,
where she is seen breaking a
microphone inside the MCD house as
AAT and B members were clashing,
Additiorally, many objected to her old
twoets about the AAP, and a statement
from her, referring to students of
Jawahiarlal Nehna University (JNU) as
“freeloaders’ when they had protested
over hilkes in hostel fees, She then
encouraged people to protest against
the university, stating, “1 think that
such a university should not exist in
the country and should be stopped
Emmediately”,

But that's a different era, Now that
shee is the Chief Minister of Delhi, all
tasks are swalting her. With the capital
facing several challenges, and many in
her Cabinet being senlor to her within
thie pairty, Ms. Guipta has her job cut
out. Immediately after the swearing-in
ceremaony, accompanted by party
beaders, inclading State BIP in-charge
Baijayant Panda and Delhi BjP
presicent Virendra Sachdeva, Ms.
Gupta told reparters that her
government will not waste a single day
i Fulfilling the promises made by the
party to Delhi = a *Viksit Delhi for a
Viksit Bharat', For Chief Minister
Gupta, “Kean i Pehichan' (Work is her
Blentity).

THE GIST
-

Born an July 19, 1974, I
Nandgarh village, Haryana,
Rekha Gupta lermally jalned
Ehe BIP In 2000 She served as
the national secretary of the
BJP's Yina Morcha and made
e bt In electoral politics
In 2007 as an MCD Councillar

-

Shee was made a Natianal
Exicutivie Membir of the party
In 2012, and Natianal General
Secretary of Mahila Marcha in
2013

-

She lost Assem bly elections in
2015 and 2020 from Shalimar
Bagh conatituency, but
defeated Incumbent Bandana
Kismar of the A, with 19,505
wetes, In 2025

A quantum phenomenon

Microsoft's new guantum chip m,

cconsist of particles with unusual properties that physicists

The Ke

Chief of polls

Gyanesh Kumar
1 cadre TAS officer is taking over as the CEC at a time when the Centre is pushing

believe could be us

Vasudevan Mulkunth

n a head-tuming an-

nouncement  earlier

this week, Microsolt
unvelled a new quantum
chip called Majorana 1. Ac
cording bo its press rebease,
it consists of four qubits
made of 4 “new state of
matter”,

(bt bs short for ‘guan-
tum bit', the fundamental
unit of operatlons in a
quantum computer, simi-
lar tor classical bits in con-
ventional computers. A
single  qubit  represents
more information than a
single bit. A quantum com-
puter heightens the advan-
tages of this ability using
quantum phenomena lke
superposition and entan-
glement to solve complex
mathematical problems in
fewer sieps than perhaps
the most powerful conven-
tional computer,

Quantum  computers
differ depending on their
choice of qubit. For exam-
ple, Google's Willow chip
uses small circuits  that
mimic the properties of
Atoms i i quantum state.,
Microsoft has said its new
chip uses Majorana partl-
ches, elusive sul I et

proaches...," University of
Texas at Austin professor
Seott Aaronson wrote on

his blog, "Whether that
will happen is still an open
question, to put it extreme-
Ty milelly”

A physics primer

1 you cool some water vie
pasuar, it will become water
and then lee. IF you keep
lowering the temperatire
until nearly absolute zero,
the system will have mink
mal thermal energy, allow-
ing quantum states of mat-
ter to show, In the 1970s,
Michael Kosterlitz and Da-
il Thouless found that the
surface of superfluid heli-
um sometimes developed
microscopic vortices that
moved in pairs. When they
ralsed the temperature,
the vortices d el anel

titles supposed o appear
i materials called topolog-
ieal superconductons.
These partiches have un-
usual properties that phys-
icists believe could be wsed
1o build qubits that are less
error-prone than the de-
signs Google and 1BM use.

"Topological qubits can
win if, and only if, they
turm it to be so misch
more rellable that they
leapfrog the earlier ap-

* @

moved freely, It was a new
kind of quantum  phase
transition: the object’s top-
abogical attributes changed
in response o changes in
Cnergy.

Topology is the study of
the properties an object re-
tains when it is deformed
contimuously, e.g. when it's
stretched t oot rup
tured. Topologleal mate-
rlaks are materials with top-
alogleally protected states:

the ‘protection’ keeps the
state stable against impurd-
ties or small disturbances,
For example, i vortex in a
bucket of water will fade as
it loses kinetic energy. But
wortices in superfluid heli-
um are topologically pro-
tected. With the right inter-
nal conditions, they will
keep spinning. Only quan-
tuim plivaics allows this.

Stmilaely, topologieal su-
perconductons are maie-
rials whose ability to con-
duet an electrie curvent
without resistance is topo-
logically  protected,  The
signature of a topological
superconductor is its abili
ty to host Majorana parti-
cles. These materials are
not found in nature, In-
stead, sclentists engineer
theem i the lab to have the
combination of internal
properties that allows Maj-
worana parthcles to exist. Mi-
crosoft  has  reportedly
used incliwm arsenide with
aluminium.

A fundamental tension

But since the announce-
ment, independent  ex-
perts have asked whether
the new chip really has
Mijorana partbeles. Many
previous atterm pts, inclid-
inyg some spensored by Mi-

ol to build quibsits that are less error-prone

crosolt, that claimed w
have found these particles
were later overturned by
further scruting.
Micrasolt’s press release
also claimed that a paper
simultaneously published
in Nature provided "peer-
reviewed  confirmation”
that its team hind created
Majorana particles for use
a8 gqublts ~ but the paper,
authored by the same
team, stated that the work
therein didn’t test whether
the partiches were really
Majorana,  Microsoft re-
searcher Chetan Nayak la-
ter clarified on Mr. Awron:
son's blog that the team
submitted the paper to Na-
ture in March 2024 and
that team members have
“eontinued to make pro-
pgress in the intervening

The contradiction still
subtracted  from  confi-
denee in Microsoft's daims
because it hid leaped from
a paper describing older
work to a press release
making new claims. This is
a familiar problem: when
the private sector does cut-
tngedge  research,  its
need to protect 11 may pre-
vent it from sharing all the
information necessary to
confirm the validity of a
clabm, at the expense of do-
ing right by the research
community whose appro-
vl it seeks.

For now, sclentific opi-
nlon aboat the alleged pro-
wess of Majorana 1 s un-
even  but  also  mostly
sceptical. Microsoft thus
hus a lodt to gadn, or lose, by
showdng the chip at work,
but s actions mxy have
left it with letle cholee,

legiskation to introduce simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha

Sreeparnn Chakrabarty

yanesh Kumar,
G who took over as
thie 26th Chief Elec:

tion Commissioner of In-
dia carlier  this  week,
comes to the top position
with the image of a man
who delivers with a smile,

People whe have inte-
ractisd with hibm during his
various stints in the go-
vernment recall an affable
buresucrat always welcom-
gy with a cup of 'Kahwa'
(spleed green tea),

Mr. Kumar s also
kenow to e o bureaucrat
“thorough with his paper-
work”, and "reacy tw bum
the midnight oil”. During
his tenure i the Union
Huosme Ministey, be headed
the Jummu and Kashmie
sk and played a key role
in policy implementation
after the abrogation of Artl
cle 370 i 2009 and the bi-
furcation of Jammu and
Kashmir into the two Un-
fon territories of Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir,
He was also given the res-
ponsibility  to formulate
the Jummu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill by the
Narendrn Madi

FOVETTTENE,

During his fiveyear te-
nure in the Home Ministry,
he was invalved in the set:
ting up of the "Ram Jan-
muabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust’, which was another
key focus area of the Modi
gevernment, “This is how
he gained the trust of Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah,” o source said.

Mr. Kumar would alse
bie one of the longest serv-
ing CECs with an uninter-

rupted tenure of nearly
four years ol January
2029, This, combined with
his expertise in doing spa-
dework for sensitive legls-
lation, is likely o be used
by the grvernment for im-
ementing the key electo-
ral reform of holding si-
multaneous polls to the
Lok Sabha  and  State
Assemblies,

Twor Bills, which alm to
achleve One Natbon One
Election ~ "The Constitu-
tion 120th - Amendment
Ball, 2024" and the “The Un-
ion Territories  Laws
Amendment Bill, 2024°,
were introduced in the Lok
Sabha on December 17 last
year after the Union Cabi-
net accepted the recom-
mendation of a high-level
committes on the |ssue
headed by former Presi
dent Ramnath Kovind. A
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment s examining both
the Bills.

Mammaoth exercise

IF passed, the Bills will al-
Tow simultaneous elections
1o the Lok Sabha and Stae
Assemblies in 2034 if the
fve-year cycle of the legls-
latiare §s vt broken by car
Iy dissolution. As the CEC,
Mr. Kumar and his sucees-

LUSTRATION: SHEEJITH 8. KUMAR

sors will have to lay the
wroundwork for this mam-
moth exercise w fructify,

The Election Commis
sion had earlier flagged
that there was a need for a
lead time for the produc
tion of Electronic Voting
Machines and Voter Veri-
Aable Paper Audit Trails
(VVPAT), plans for their
storage and malntenance,
and  admindstrative  re-
quirements to roll out sk
mltaneows polls.

The importance of Mr,
Kumar's tenure during this
key period can be gauged
from the fact that he was
hoth the first Election
Commmissioner and the first
Chief  Election  Commis:
siomer o be appointed une
cler the new liw, the 'Chief
Election  Commilssioner
and other Election Com-
missloners (Appointment,
Conditlons of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023,

The Opposition  has
claimed that the process
followed under this law
wives dominance to the rul
iy party in the selection
process.

A 1988 bawch Keraka
cadre officer of the Indian
Administrative  Services,
Cyanesh Kumar retired as
Secretary in the Minkstry of

and St

e Assemblies

Cooperation on January 3,
2024

After completing his B,
Tech in Chvil Engineering
From the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, he
studied Business Finance
Fromm the Institute of Char-
tered  Financial  Analysts
and  Environmental Eco-
nomics  from  Harvard
University.

Stints in Kerala

Hee has worked in the Go-
wernment of Kerala in vae
rious capacities as sub-col-
lector of Adoor, managing
director of the Kerala State
Development Corporation
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, Munici-
pal Commissioner of the
Corporation of Cochin, MD
of Kerala State Cooperitive
Barik, Dstrict Collector of
Ernakulam, Secretary of
Goshree [slands Develop-
ment Authority, MO of Tri-
windrum Alrport Develop:
ment Soclety and Resident
Commissioner of Kerala
House in New Delhi.

As Secretary to the Go-
wernment of Kerala, he has
handled  diverse  depart-
ments such as Finance Re-
sources, Fast Track Pro-
Ject, Piibilie Wrks
Department; Modernising
Government Progeamme,
and Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs,

At the Centre, he has
worked as Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Defence,
Joint Secretary and Addi
tional Secretary in the Mi
nistry of Home Affairs, Se.
cretary in the Ministry of
Patliamentary Affairs and
Secretary in the Mindstry of
Cooperation.
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How glacier ice algae accelerate Greenland ice sheet melting

internally  and

The Hindu Bureay puts, Intensifying bee sheet  phorus
darkening and accelerating — maintain
A new study re that  melt rates, The resuls

dark-pigmented
which contribute o nal
melting of the Green-
land ice sheet, are highly
efficient at nutrient uptake
and growth, allowing them
o raphdly colonise expand-
ing areas of exposed lee.
s suggest that
i persist and
spread without the need
for additional nutrient in-

The findis
these alg

mibcronl-

carbon,

were published in the jour-

Cammunications,

They wilised cutting
edge single-cell  imaging
techniques to examine the
nitrogen,
phosphorus content of gla
cler foe algae, By measur
ing their nutrient assimila-
thon rates, the study found
that these algae store phaos.

trient-poor

"Our study

high earbon-to-mutrient ra-
thos, indicating a survival
Nature  strategy finely tuned w no-

environments,
ucial insights®

clal Insights into how g
cler oo algae sustain the
selves in such  extreme
conditions,”
dley from the Queen Mary

exceptionally

lacker

these algn
provides eru-

Dr James Bra

University of London and &
co-author of the paper said — and
“They don’t  rise”
recuire large amounts of The
external nutrlents to grow,
which medns that as the
fee sheet contimues to mekt
andl expose more bare Iu. lewel rise,
SICt

in o release,

are we
thoned to expand the
. This Is partl
ning because thelr
dark pigmentation lowers
the jce's reflectivity, in-
creasing heat absorption have  remained  unclear,

singgle
of fresh

hance me!

and sccelerating melting
therefore level

melting  of  the
Greenland lee Sheet 15 the
st contributor
ter to gobal sea:
Previous re-
search has shown that algal
Blooms on the fee sheet's
western margin can en-
ates by 10 0
1. However, the factors
controlling algal growth

how  these

the jce sheet,

chimat
ioe sheet melt,

This new study highlights
resilient mi-
eroarganisms can optimise
thedr nutrient in
suring thelr survl
expansion desplte the mu-
trientpoor conditions of

By revealing the
liclency of these algae, the
study underscores the ur-
gent need o incorporate
biological processes into
models predicting

Why are States asked to use
untested Al tool for TB screening?

The Central TB Division informed the States in end-January this year to “consider utilising” the DeepCXR tool only when
the States reached out o CTD seeking Alsolutions to analyse chest Xeray images

L Prasad

ven as time is
running out to

meet Prime Mi-

nister  Narend

Modi's goal of “eliming
" TH by 2025, the Health
Ministry appears to be
maoving at glicial speed
il ks largely disinterest-
ed. A report submitted by
the Health Technology As-
sessment of India (HTAIn)
committee  In - February
2024 on two Indigenously
developed  solutlons 1o
sereen people with |\I'L
sumptive lincal
TH using
Xeray Interpretation was
posted on the HTAIn web-
site only on December 6,
2024, The two indigenous-
Iy developed  solutio
are XK from the Bengalu-
ru-based Qu nd €
ki from Pune's DeepTel
HTA assessment of a
new technology or tool for
cost-effectiveness and effi-
eacy bn erms of sensitvity
and specificity ks not i
datory, However, the €
tral TE Divislon (CTD)
walts for the HTA report
andd approval by the Medi-
eal  Technology —Assess-
ment Board  (MTAE)
chaired by Nith Aayog and
involves stakeholders in-
cluding ftsell before pro-
prammatie  Implementa-
ton of any new tool,
:u.lllmli\jl)‘ or treatment
Ing novel drugs
tance, Troe:
MNat Iul TH dingnosis was
vilidated by ICMR's Na-
tional Institute of Research
in Tuberculosis  (NIRT),
Chennal before it was as
sessecl by the HTA before it
wans ncluded in the TB pro-
gramme,  Similarly,  the

Sidestepping

HTA assessment

HTA assesarnant of o new bechnology

ar tool is nat mandatory

Tw Indlgancus solutions
to screen people with

The HTArapart
subimitted in

presumptive T using Febiruary 2024 was
Intad chost Xery upondbed in the Hasith
Intirpratation have bien Technology Asseisment
greankghted by Health af Indim wetisite only o
Assesarnant Technalogy [HTAl | Decamber 6, 2004
HTA |

Board, the Lools are not rlwmn-wnuod lor nrummmﬂl: |mplumu'llon

The Cervtral TB Divisan has
rcamamendsd the Institute
For Plasena Research’s
tocd Deepli0H, which i
vl labbe far free, in the T

b T

an HTA sssessment

Thera s no The Cantral TA Division In anekJamaary 2028,
published paper | did nea I St
about DeepCaR's to the States its consider ulssing
sansitrdty and recamimen datlon the DeepCR tael
apesifeity, and far prajg h

in Introd reachid 0ut to the
Hield settings DeepCaRt Central TH Diviston

BRalM/BPal regimen for

MDRETE  treatment
tested o phase 34 trlal
by NI 1l then assessed

oy NI

by HTA before being in-
cluded in the TH pro-
gramme by the Central TB
Diviston,

Surprisingly, despite the
assessment and approval
of the two Al tools by the
HTA amd MTAB, respec-
tively, the Central TB Divi-
shon has not included them
for programmatic imple
mentation, However, even
in the absence of an HTA
ARBERSIT the CTD has
“recommended for  pro-
grammatic introduction” a
similar Al tool - DeepCXR

developed by the Ir
tute for Plasma Research,
Gandhinagar,  An  1CMR
expert committee had ap-
proved the Al tool for "use
under the national TR

D falled to of
tee to the
recom:

mending the use of the
DeepCXR ool in the TH
programme, Instead, CTD
informed the States in end-
January this year to "con-
sider  unilising” the
DeepCXR ool only when
the States reached out to
CTD seeking Alsolutions to
amalyse chest Xeray images,
Andd the 100-day T elimi-
nation campalgn began on
December 7, 2024, As per
CTD, the DeepCXR tech-
ikable for free
the national TH

anuary-Febro-
ary 2020 review paper In
the journal Newrology in-
dia, the Institute for Plas-
ma Research had trained
the Al tool using 6,000
30,000 chest Xray Images
with an “overall accuracy
of 9% on a test dataset”,
Documents show that the
Al tool has been trained us-
Irgg 54,000 Xrays ane vall-
dated using 14,000 Xrays
from  “multiple  datasets

from more than 18 s
with an average ace
af aver 96%", There Is no
information on - whether
the |w|v<'x|< ool is row
tinely used at any site for
screening, Except for
Ims mace In some docu-
I!!l' ts and presentations,
there s not a single pu-
blished paper about the
tool's sensithity and specif-
lelty and performance in
field seatings,

Im contrast, there are a
number of published st
dies on large patlent popu-
lations where the perfor
mance of gXR and Genkl
has been evaluated, In fact,
the XK ool from Gure.al
with over 90% sensitivity
and more than 70% specif-
lelty In people older than
15 years was one of the
three Al algorithms that
the WHO had referenced
when  updating the T
screening  guldelines  in
March 2021, The gXK tech
nology has been imple

mented In over 3,100 sles
across 90 countries, and in
about 490 sites in 25 States
in India, and Genki has
been implemented in over
RO sltes across |

As per the
ment, both qXR mmlhu:kh
have been found o be cost-
effective, The cost per case
Interpreted/sereened s
T30 in the ease of gXR and
122 for Genkl. The pooled
sensitivity and specificity
of the two interventions
are 90% and G8%, respec-
thvely, which meets WHO's
nondnferior accuracy for
TE screening. Both solu-
thons were also found to be
costetective. “Hased on
threshold ilysls,  the
GXE technology will be
cost-saving up o 100 per
sereening and Genki will
be cost-etfective up to T35
per sereening,” says Dr. So-
men Saha, Professor at the
Imllmn Institute of Public

Ii.w.m\r of the HTA assess-
ment committee for the
two Al toals,

Useful interpretation

The importance of using
chest Xerays for sereening
presumptive and subeling:
wal TB cases cannot be ove-
remphasised. 42.6% and
9% TH cases during the
Natonal TH  Prevalence
Survey 20092021 and TH
prevalence survey in Tamil
Naclu (20202022, respec-
tively, were detected only
because a chest Xoray was
used for screening.
sisted Xeray im\'rpllldﬂ:m
takes less than a minute,
has high aceuracy, reduces
the cost of TH detection,
and can be used in re
sowrce-limited settings,

Powering a sustainable future

Wheat Is

pely grown

crating ebectricity by
burning coal leads to con-
slderable pallution,
which affects human and
animal health, Recently, Dr
Kirat Singh and colleagues
from nford  Doerr
School of Sustainability,
thee LS. have shown that in
Inlia nitrogen dioxide and
o emissons from coal-
fired power ts dimin-
ish wyields of staple crops
likee wheat and rice. Using
quantitative methods, they
estimate that annual losses
are in excess of 10% in
parts of Indla. This works
ouit 1o a loss of about six
years' worth of growth in
average yiekl in recent
years, The productivity of
our erops has risen due o
Improved varieties, beiter
irrigation and mechanisa:
tion, and this reduction in
yield §s a point of concern,
oM
L3

in the central and northern
states, while rice is mainly
produced in southern and
wastern states, The amount
af coal left in th i 14
estimated by the Ministry
of Coal to last for the next
120 years, Coalfired power
generation has been used
for India's electeleity sup-
|||) since its Introduction in
Hussakn Sag

using British equip-
. This method Is still
being used in India, with
some improvement over
the years, We thus need 1o
think af other methods to
generate electrieky.

Cleaner methods

One hod is from the
‘ground o the wind'. This
Involves the use of wind
power by placing wind-
mills to generate electrick
ty. Nine windy States of In-
alin generate as much as 50
Glgawatts (GW) of electrich
ty. India is the fourth lar-
gest wind power maker in
the world. Several private
companies have installed

On tapr Tha tap five dams in india together generate 50 GW of hydroehectricity,

windmills  that  produce
electrieity for urban and
rural Indians.,

The second method is
“Sun o the land’, which us-
o8 energy from sunlight.
Thils frvveslves setting up so-
lar panels on houses and
bulldings or an
solar Farms, These panels
absorb sunlight and con-
vert light nio electriciy.
These solar roofs ane alrea-
dy very popular, and the
Central and State govern-

ments offer subsldies to
those who install solar
punels,

The third method s
“Block a river and generate
This Involves stop-
part of a river w

electricity, besides
offering water for agricul-
ture in areas where the rive
er fows, When a river's wa-
ter Is blocked by o dam and
then released, the resul:
tant energy is used to gen-
erate electric power, The

top five dams across India
together generate as much
as 50 GWs awatts) of
Tyddroe i COeTEY.

The fourth one is when
a river flows into  the
sea, A Teview paper pu-
blished in Nano Research
Erergy discusses how elec:
trical energy can be pro-
duced when river waters
fhow into sea water, which
is saltier, This osmotic
pressure difference has
been used by Dr Javad Sa-

at the Centre for Clean
ngineering  Technology,
University of Sydney, Aus-
tralin, Likewise, engin
o State, U
have  generated  electrl
chty osmotic pressure diffe:
rences, India has a vast
coastline of 7500 km,
where  rivers from  the
wiest, south and east dealn
into the sea, and this b
nology can effectively ge
erate electricity, Here §
opportunity  for  Indian
seientists and  technolo-
gists o rise o the
challenge,

And the Afth method is
o use muchear reactors for
peaceful  purposes  and
generate electrieity. Nu-
chenr power plants use nu-
clear fisshon o heat water,
create stearm, and spin tur
bines to generate electriel

ty.

The set of eight nuclear
power plants in India to-
gether generate 3.5 GW of
electricity.

Given all these, let us
give up coal to generate
elecericity, which pollutes
the country.

SNAPSHOTS

Exoplanet’s atmosphere show
4 unique climate

Astronomers have For the first time peered
through the stmosphere of o plainet beyond the
Solar System ancd some 900 lght-years away in
the constellation Puppls, mapplng fis 30
strueture, By combining all four telescope units
af the European Southern Observatory's Very
Large Telescope, they Found powerful winds due
10 extreme lemperatune contrasts between the
stur-fucing and far slde carrylng chemd
elements ke fron and tankum, creating weather
patterns across the planet’s atmosphere,

740,000 global deaths from
suicide occur annually

About 740,000 suicides are reparted anmually,
which is one death on average every 43 seconds,
acomprehensive analysis reveals, Males die from
subcide at twice the rate of females, Over the last
three diecades, the global age-standardised
mortality rate for suicide declined by nearty 40%,
fromm about 15 deaths per 100,000 to nine deaths
per L,OOL000, indicating that ntervention and
prevention are working, For females, the rate
declined by more than 50, while it declined by
almast 34% for males.

CAR-T immune treatment
keeps cancer in remission

A woman who reeeived CARTcell theeapy to
treat a nerve-cell cancer, a rare childhood cancer,
when she was four years old bs still cancer-free 19
years later, the longest reported cancer remission
Tallowing thee treatment. She recelved the therapy
which uses engineered Immune cells ealled
CART cells — in 2006, Since then, CART-cell
therapies hive proved highly effective in some
blaod cancers, but researchers have struggled to
repeat that success against solid tumours,

Qucsliim Corner

Dream recall

What makes us
remember our dreams?
A new stucly has explored
the factors that influence
‘dream recall’ - the ability
b rerember dreims upon
awakening - and uncovers
which individual traies and
sleep patterns shape this
phenomenon. The study
reveuled that people with a
positive attitucke toward
dreams and a tendency For
mind-wandering were
more likely to recall their
dlreams, Individisils who
experienced longer
periods of light sleep had a
wreater Hkelibood of
waking with a memory of
thelr dreams, Younger
participunts showed
higher rates of dream

reeall, while alder

Individuals often
experienced "white
dlreams’ (4 sensation of
having dreamt without
recalling any detallsh, This
supgests age-related
change In memaory
processes during sleep.

warkations emerged, with
participants reporting
lower dream recy
winter compure
spring, hintir
potental Influence of
environmental or
circadian fictors, Thus
hream recall s a reflectbon
of how personal attitudes,
cognitive traits, and sleep
dynamics interact,
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A murder story with many versions

The kith and kin of the two youth who were murdered in Mayiladuthurai districe recently believe that the rampant trade in smuggled liquor was the motive behind
the brazen erime, though the police deny such links, Nacchinarkkiniyan M. visits the spot to unravel the truth

espiie the Tamil Nady government”s
efforts o curb brewing and sale of illi-
it liquor, bootlegging continues 1o
thrive in districts bordering Pudu-
cherry. In many o the trade has survived ow-
ing to lacks ical police response and the sig-
nificant difference between the prices of liquor in
Tamil Nadu and the Unlon Territory. The State
5 iin been forced o confront the conse
cuenees of failure to regulate boothegging, after a
double murder in Mayiladuthurai, where two 20-
year-old youth were allegedly killed after villag-
ers filed complaints against those involved
smuggling and selling of ilici lquor,

Around 7,30 pum. on Febraary 14, four friends

- Dineshy Ajuy; Ajay's elder brother K, Harish,
20; and B, Harisakehi, 20 - got together at the en
trance of their street at Muttam, a village in the
Agarakkeerangudi panchayat in the Perambur
police statlon limits. The village is home to over
175 Dalit families and 25 families of other castes,
Harish, who had completed his polytechnic edu
cation and was working in Chennal for the past
few manths, hisd come (o the vi
12 o visit his family, Harisakth
Pattamangalam panchayat, had
tam that evening to spend time with relatives,

Around the same 2, another growp arrived
at the spot, allegedly in an inebristed condition,
This group, which included Muvendan, 24; his el
der brother Thangadurai, 28; and Rajkumar, 34,
wies armed with sharp weapons. Without provo.
cation, they attacked the four friends, Harish sus-
tained severe abdominal injuries, while Harisak-
thi was stabbed in the back, Ajay suffered hand
injuries, and Dinesh escaped with  minor
wounds, Harlsh and Harisakthi were rushed o
the Mayiladuthural Government Hospital bat
died on the way.

K. Karikalachozhan, a relative of Harisakthi,
said, "Our people were furious after our boys
hied, Around midnight, a crowd searched for
Muvendhan's fumily and Rajkumar, but they had
Hed by then. The residents damaged their bous.
es," A section of the residents staged a protest,
The main accused - Muvendan, Thangadural,
aned Rajkumar - were arrested on February 15, In
the following days, the police arrested K. Sanjay,
22, for allegedly helping the accused persons
evade arrest. They also arrested Muvendan's pa-
rents, Munusamy and Manjula, for their alleged
Involvement in the crime, Residents claim Mu-
vendan's sister had been present at the scene,
though her role remaing unclear,

Disputed motive

There are claims and counter-claims, primarily
about the reasons for the violence, about Har-
Ish's age (which the police initlally said was 25),
and about the antecedents of those involved,
Nedther of the deceased had any criminal cases,
according to their families and the palice. In con-
trust, Bajkummar had been arrested on February 10
for selling illicit liquor and released on February
W, hours before the anack, Thangadurai faces
tw eases reliving vo illicit lguor teade, one fled
In 2022 and the other in 2024,

In Mayilacluthurai, the Perambar as well as Po-
ralyar police limits have checkpoints at Nalladal
and Nandalar, bordering Karaikal in the Union
Territory, A persistent problem here has been the
smuggling of cheap liguor from Karatkal,

Muttam residents say illegal liquor trade is
rampant in their area, with alcohol smuggbed
from Karaikal being sold extensively, According
o them, repeated complaines o the police
prompred the accused persons (o seck revenge,
However, the district police denied any connec

Tworked
tirelessly w
educate my
sons, hoping
that Harksh
would
change the
formunes of

[ersons
have
harassed
several
Tamilles
hwere for
reporting
leggal lguor
5 I is
dishear-
tening that
the police
are framing
this as a case
of personal
cnmity.

B RAMA,
mutter af Harlsh

tion between the killings and illici liquor sale, In
a press statement issued on February 15, they
s the murders were a sequel to a verbal alter-
cation among individuals from the same loe:

The police said Muventhan had a dispute with
Dinesh. On the evening of February 13, an argue
mient broke out between the two and temed into
a fight, prompting the residents 1o intervene,
The police said that except Dinesh, the other vic-
tims hac no enmity with the accused persons,
The statement rejected claims linking the inci-
dent to liguor smuggling and wrged the media o
avoid spreading misinformation,

Within two days of the murders, Perambur
palice station inspector Nagavalli and constable
Prabhakaran were transferred and put on com-
pulsory wait by Deputy Inspector-General of Pol
ice (Thanjavur Range) Ziaul Hacue, Mayiladuthu
rai Superintendent of Police G, Stalin wld The
Hindu that inital inquiries pointed w personal
enmity between Dinesh and the accused persons
as the primary motive, However, as the investiga-
ton progresses, new details are emerging, and
the police are open to considering all possible
motives,

Families reject police version

Harisakthi, a thirdyear engineering student in
Kumbakonam, was the eldest son of K, Balamu
rugan, a temple priest i mall village, and B,
Gowri, a homemaker. maother, struggling
with unpaid college fees and house rent, de-
seribed him as quiet and reserved. “At home, he
would stay in his room or visit Muttam, where he
had friends,” she said. “Liguor sales have been
happening there for long, Thowgh my son bad
never filed a complaint, the accused persons
were suspicious of everyone, Past relationships
mean nothing when profit is at stake.”

Harish's mother, K. Rama, is part of the house-
keeping staff at a local arts college. She eams
15,400 a month. Rama is distraught after losing
her son, Her husband, C. Kalyanakumar, has
been mostly unemployed for a decade owing 1o
health issues, Thedr younger son, Ajay, 19, is the
complainant in the case, *1 worked tivelessly wo
educate my sons, hoping that Harish would
change the fortunes of our family” said Ms, Ra-
But now, have lost him, and my purpose in
The accused have harassed several families
here for reporting illegal liquor sales. It s dis-
heartening that the police are framing this as a
case of personal enmity,”

On February 15, CPHM) members staged a

Irreparable boss: B Gowrl, mother of Harisskehd, and K, Rama, the mather of Harsh, are inconsalable. v WooeTHY

Profibition enforcement laws are outdated.
Evien I an individual 1s cavght, he employs
hils brother or assoclate o continue the trade.
Thils cycle keeps the llegal lguor low
uninterruped.

APOLICE OFFICER,
Priokubsion Enforcemmon Wing

protest near the own bus stand, demanding the
arrest of the Perambur inspector for allegedly
shielding liquor smugglers, Party district com-
mittee member G, Stalin accused the police of
acting under political pressure and downplaying
the seale of liquor sewgeling and sale. He pointed
out that while the police initially attributed the
murders to personal enmity, the sudden transfer
of two officers raksed suspicions,

He alleged that the police had leaked the iden-
ities of those who reported illicit liquor sales,
leading to threats and attacks. Muttam, a predo-
minantly farming village, has recorded an in-
crease in irsegeneration college students, many
of whom have opposed the liguor trace affecting
their families, The CPIM) claimed that a nexus
between the police at the Puducherry border
checkpoint and the Perambur station officers fr
cllitated liquor smuggling.

During testivals like Thaipoosam, liguor smug:
pledd from Karaikal floods the market, Unem-
ployed youth exploi the price difference - liquor
rates in Puducherry are nearly half of those in Ta-
il Madu = turning smuggling into a profitable
veniure,
During a visit to Muttam and the Nalladai
checkpost, which connects Mayiladuthural and
Pugducherry, this correspandent observed a liqu-
or shop, a bar, and a toddy shoy ing on
the border, With no residential settber
by, the loeation appears to be strategically placed
to attract customers, Beyond the small bridge
connecting Malladai and Karaikal, there are vast
stretches farmland and waterways that make
smupgling easier.

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi's regional orga-

Violent
backlaghs On
the night of
February 14,
willage resldents
and relatives

of the victims
alackid the
home of one

af the accused,
howrs after the
murders in
Mayiladuthursl
district. They
damaged
miotorbikes and
household items.
M MDORTHY

In Puducherry, the price of a 60-ml laguor bot-
tle starts at 120, while a 180-ml quarter is availa-
ble from 40, In contrast, in Tamil Nadu, the
cheapest 180-ml quarter of brandy costs 145, Ad-
ditbonally, Puducherry offers more varieties of li-
qquor than Tamil Nadu, The significant price diffe-
rence encourmges a section of youth and traders
o procure liquor and areack from Puducherry
and sell them in Tamil Naclu at higher prices. The
prohbem is particularly rampant in districts bor-
dering Puducherry and Karailal,

Mr. Sealin, the Superintendent of Police, refut-
el claima made by protesters and political parties
about the prevalence of illicit lguor sales at Mut-
tam, He said some allegations were exaggerated,
particularly those suggesting that multiple com-
pla had been filed. "While some allege that
multiple complaints were filed regarding illicic li-
quor sales in the vill we have officially re-
ceived only ene complaint so far, The accused
persons do not have multiple cases against them
1o b branced as professional lguor smugglers or
selbers,” he said,

To curb ligquor smusggling, measures were be-
img taken o strengthen border security in key
areas, he said, Additionally, as part of a commun-
ity eutreach programme, the police plan to con-
duct swareness camps in schools and colleges,

Political uproar

The murders sparked a poditical uproar, with par-
ties criticising the DMK government for failing 1o
check  bootlegging  and  liquor  smuggling,
AIADME general secretary Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami seeused the government of fostering an en-
vironment wherein those making complainis
were threatened or even killed,

Mr. Pulaniswami also questioned the police’s
preliminary statements attributing the murders
1o personal enmity and demanded a thorough
probe,

BJP State president K. Annamal
murders on the sale of illicit liquor,
is flowing like a river in Tamil Nadu, The St s
going through a sivuation worse than the dark pe-
riod of DMK rule between 2006 and 2011," he
wrote on soclal media,

PME founder 5. Ramadoss alleged that the pol-
ice were trying to hide the truth and sought com-
for the affected families, CPIM) Stte

nising secretary A n demanced
compensation for the families of the victims and
atrict action against those responsible, including
police officers. He sald illicit liquor sales affected
Dualit and working-class communities more,

DY

ey

secretary P Shanmugam rejected the police
claims of personal enmity and said the murders
were linked w liguor trade,

The police say they have maintained continu-
ous vigil against illegal liguor, Till February 17,
2025, 208 cases were registered and 22 accused
persons arrested in the district, A wotal of 2,531
litres of contraband was In 2024, 3,547
cases were registered and 36008 accused persons
were arrested. A total of 74,975 limes of contra-
band was seized.

Lack of enforcement mechanism
A section of the police officers feels that the pro-
hibition enforcement laws are outdated and inef-
fective in tackling the problem. Bail for those
canght smuggling liquor is granted within two
days. A person must have been caught with large
quantities of lguor and remanded at least thrice
o gqualify for detention under the Goondas Act,
An afficer of the Prohibition Enforcement
Wing says, “Even if an individual is eaughe, he
empleys his brother or assoclate to continue the
tracle, This cycle keeps the illegal liguor flow un-
interrupted.” The lack of stringent punishment
and an enforcement mechanism allows smug-
gling 1o thrive, posing a challenge to the mthor-
thes trying to stamp out the menace,
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The relics of

Ratnagiri

tall Buddha he:

nto the limelight and att
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In repose: The Buddha head, discovered in December 2034, ks the largest ever found in the State. The excavation at the site is likely to continue wntil the end of March, after which it will be impossible due to the harsh summer Sun. BIEWARARIN ROUT

of Tantric Buddhism, whil

undar Barik :

n December 1 2024, a group of ar-

chaeolbogists, students, and labourers

gathered at a mound in the southern

part of the 18-acre Ratnagiri Buddhist
heritage site in Odisha's Jajpur district to unearth
the remnants of history that still lay hidden be-
neath the surface. The expectations were mixed,
but there was no doubt that resuming excava:
tions after six decades would shed new light on
Buddhism’s influence in the region.

As the days passed, the thythmic swings of
pickaxes and the delicate strokes of brushes gra-
dually reveabed the relics. Every inch of the earth
seemed to hold a trace of history. Still, no one in
the group anticipated that on that wintry morn-
ing, they would discover a breathtaking piece of
Buddhist heritage — an intact, massive Buddha
head lying face down.

Ratnzagiri is no stranger to Buddha sculptures
made of Khondalite stone. Dozens of such carv-
ings have been unearthed in the area. But when
experts measured the massive Buddha head,
which took nearly two months to dig out com-
pletely, they found it to be 1.4 metres tall - the
largest ever discovered in Odisha.

The excavation at the site is likely to continue
until the end of March, after which it will be im-
possible due to the harsh summer sun. Then,
further analysis will be done to determine wheth-
er the centuries-old sculpture could be the lar-
gest Buddha head ever found in India.

“It |Buddha head] was magnificent. There
were wrinkles on its neck. 1 was amazed at the Je-
vel of expertise people had back then, carving
such sharp and intricate features without mod-
ern tools. Besides the colossal head, we also
found two other Buddha heads lying nearby,” re-
calls Dibishada Brajasundar Garnayak, the Supe-
rintending Archaeologist of Puri Circle,

The team subsequently found more stone-
carved parts, including palms and fingers, which,
along with the head, are believed to belong o a
huge sculpture of Buddha in a meditating
pasture.

Hills of jewels

Ratnagiri, which means “Hills of jewels’ in Odia,
is located on a hillock in the Assia hill range in Jaj-
pur and encircled by the rivers Brahmani, Kimi-
ria, and Binrpa and their tributaries. The village
is situated around 100 km from Bhubaneswar
and is part of the ‘Diamond Triangle', a collec:
tion of three Buddhist sites — Ratnagiri, Udayagiri
and Lalitgiri - located in a 10-Jm radius.

Archaeologists believe this landscape was stra-
tegically chosen for Buddhist establishments, Its
once-secluded nature made it ideal for spiritual
and scholarly pursuits.

Moreover, it is believed that the rulers of the
time provided land to sustain the monastic settle
ments, ensuring the residents' livelihood and fi-
nancial support for their rituals.

According to the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI), the historical significance of Ratmagiri
came to light in 1906 when Manmohan Chakra-
varti, the then Sub-Divisional Officer of Jajpur,
first reported Buddhist relics from the heritage
site, Later, in 1927, R.P. Chanda, an Archaeologi-
cal Section Superintendent at the Indian Mu-
seum Kolkata, visited the site as part of his explo-
ration of Odisha’s heritage.

Further exploration followed in 1928 when Ha-
ran Chandra Chakladar, a lecturer at Calcutta Une
iversity, surveyed the hills of Lalitgiri, Udayagiri,
and Ratnagiri,

Alarmed by the threat of treasure hunters, the
archaeologists urged the AS] to conduct a tho-
rough survey for preservation. This led to a syste-
matic excavation from 1958 to 1961 supervised by
Dehala Mitra, then Superintendent of Archaeolo-
gy (Eastern Circle), who would go on to become
the first woman Director General of the ASL Mi-
tra was 33 when she reached the remate site. Ov-
er time, she gained the trust of the villagers and
unearthed hidden Buddhist treasures.
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It [Buddha
head] was
magnificent.
There were
wrinkles on
its neck. 1
was amazed
at the level
of expertise
people had
hack then,
carving such
sharp and
Intricate
features
without
modern
tools,
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Based on the findings from sculprural and epi-
graphic remains, the earliest Buddhist settle-
ment at Ratnagiri has been dated to the 5th cen-
tury AD. It flourished until the 13th century. Over
time, its significance declined, leading to its
eventual abandonment. However, Buddhist ac-
tivities in the area continued till the 16th century.
Ratnagiris historical importance is well-docu-
mented through various sources, including his-
torical records, inscriptions, and literary evi
dence. A copper plate charter of Somavamsi King
Karna, unearthed during excavations, confirmed
that it was once a major centre for Vajrayana
(Tantric Buddhism).

The place was identified as Ratnagiri based on
seals bearing the legend of 'Sri Ratnagiri Maha-
vihara Arya Bhilkshu Sangha'.

Larger picture

“After getting approval from the ASI Director
General, an excavation was carried out in the
Buddhist complex in December 2024,
tive was to look out for partially visible
archaeological remains and trace out any ‘chai-
tya griha® (shrine complex) at the site” says
Garnayak.

He explains that such shrines have been found
in the nearby sites of Udayagiri and Lalitgiri. The
discovery of such a structure in Ratnagiri would
connect it with the major Buddhist sites in Od-
isha and neighbouring States.

The excavation has uncovered three sculpted
heads of varying sizes, a monolithic elephant
sculpture, and hundreds of votive stupas, rang-
ing from simple to highly ornamented. Brick and
stome masonry structures have also been disco-
vered during the excavation.

Smaller votives — stone-carved pieces depict-
ing divinities — have been found armanged in a
line, reflecting the Vajrayana practice of making
offerings upon the fulhlment of wishes, The
abundance of votives suggests that the site at-
tracted a large mumber of visitors,

Stone tablets of different sizes, inscribed in
Sanskrit using the Kutila script (Siddhamatrika),
‘have also been found at the site. The ceramic as-
semblage is dominated by fine grey ware in va-
rious shapes and sizes. The niches in the votive
stupas are believed to have once housed male
and female divinities associated with Buddhism,
further reinforcing the site’s significance as a Vaj-
rayana Buddhist centre.

The notable discoveries include a lion pedes-
tal (Buddha's Simhasana) and votive sculptures
of Buddhist deities, such as Amoghasiddhi, one
of the five wisdom Buddhas of the Mahayana and
Vajrayana tradition; Ratnasambhava, one of the
five meditating Buddhas; Akshobhya, another
wisdom Buddha; Amitabha, one of the most
widely worshipped Buddhist igures in Mahaya-
na Buddhism; Tara, a female Buddha who is a
consort of Amoghasiddhi Buddha; Marici, a pop

At work: A5 officials and labourers at the heritage site; Buddhist sculptures have been repunpased by

ular goddess in Buddhism; Padmapani, a Bodhi-
sattva; and Cunda, the smith who gave Gautama
Buddha his last meal.

Ratnagiri consists of two monasteries where
Buddhist followers once lived, meditated, and
studied. It also includes a massive stupa, which
symbolises veneration.

The statues, crafted from various types of
rock, stand as evidence of the vast influence of
Buddhist followers who might have travelled to
faraway places or come from other regions. Re-
nowned for their mastery in brick-making, they
produced bricks that have remained intact till to-
day, showing no signs of corrosion.

‘While a ‘chaitya griha’, of the kind seen in the
two nearby archaeological sites, has not been
found in Ratmagiri, the excavation has revealed a
shrine complex with a different shape. “The pre-
sence of votive stupas in an arranged sequence
points towards the shrine complex's existence,”
says Pragyan Pratima Pradhan, the Assistant Su-
perintending Archasologist who supervises exca-
wations at the site.

Pradhan says the excavation work on the site is
still in the preliminary stages. “More time is need-
ed to fully decode the structures and determine
their purpose. Some remains indicate the pre-
sence of four walls constituting a room, but not
all structures were built simuiltanecusly; they
were constructed at different times.”

He adds, "The scattered remains of structures,

sculptures,  vo-

tives, and stupas
suggest  possible
In our village, vou can't

vandalism at some
point in time. Gi-

walk far without ven the sheer
stumbling upon some “":F'“ of ﬁ
Buddhist heritage rim et iy
KEDARNATH DAS likely to have been
Fanagirl resident caimed by a natit-

ral disaster. While
an earthquake could have overturned structures,
the intact condition of neighbouring sites rules
out this possibility.”

Meanwhile, the excavation has sparked im-
mense interest among academics, students, and
area residents.

Asad Sayeed from the Centre for Maritime Ar-
chaealogy and Underwater Cultural Heritage at
Alexandria University in Egypt and Rajat Gajbhi-
ve, a PhD scholar at Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
Institute of Archaeology in Greater Noida, have
joined the dig. Students from Odisha’s Utkal Un-
versity have also flocked to the site, eager to dis-
cover relics linked to Buddhist heritage.

“1 have visited nearly all the Buddhist sites, in-
cluding nearby Udayagiri and Lalitgiri. The sculp-
tures unearthed here exhibit mature facial fea-
tures that have evolved over time. The artisans of
Ratnagiri demonstrated greater precision com-

the village residents. mswara K RoUT

pared to those who worked at the other sites. The
remarkable finesse of these sculptures is likely
the result of months of meticulows polishing with
various materials,” says Gajbhiye.

Problem of plenty

Kedarnath Das, 42, a resident of Ratnagiri, is hap-
py — not only because the excavation provided
‘him with five menths of work as a labourer but al-
s0 because the new discoveries have brought Rat-
nagiri into the spotlight. *In our village, you can't
walk far without stumbling upon some Buddhist
heritage. Yet, Ratnagiri’s full potential as one of
the biggest Buddhist heritage sites remains un-
realised,” says Das,

Yet, the abundance of relics presents its own
set of challenges.

A walk through Ramagiri reveals Buddhist
maonuments that have been repurposed in va-
rious wiys. Some votive stupas now serve as bas.
es for Tulsi plants used in daily worship, while
bricks and stones from ancient structures have
been integrated into houses. Other intricately
carved Buddha sculptures adorn the walls of
houses as decorative pieces.

“There is no doubt that villagers have uninten-
tionally used these artefacts for different purpos-
es. We have appealed to the public to return
them for preservation and further study. So far,
we believe the villagers are not opposed to the
idea.” says the Superintending Archaeologist of
Puri Circle.

Mo one seems to know why the Central and
State governments have not prevented further
‘habitation on the hillock.

“We don't enjoy living on steep slopes where
the lanes aren't even suitable for cycles. We also
understand that more Buddhist heritage might
lie beneath our houses, But we need viable alter-
natives before we can move out,” says Basanti
Mallick, a resident.

Some villagers, however, resist the idea of
further excavation, as it encroaches upon their
private land. "The current excavation is happen:
ing on our family's land. We need proper com-
pensation for our loss,” says Rajendra Panda.
Authorities, however, dismiss these claims,
pointing cut that many names in the land records
are listed as caretakers. Under archaeological
laws, the authaorities argue, such claims do not
hild.

Archaeologists have expanded their work
beyond excavation, incorporating site catchment
analysis, a method of examining the areas sur-
rounding a site that can support its inhabitants by
providing the necessary resources. A vast Budd.
hist centre like Ratnagiri, where scriptures indi-
cate that 500 followers once lived, studied, and
worshipped, could not have thrived without a
strong suppaort system, they feel.

“The inhabitants of Ramagiri must have tra-
velled to nearby areas to fetch water, gather food,
and source materials for construction while also
interacting with local communities. Our re-
searchers are now exploring a 10-kilometre radi-
us around Ratnagiri to uncover relics that sub-
stantiate this hypothesis” says Mr. Garnayak.

Soil within 1.5 km of Ratmagiri has been found
suitable for brick-making. Soil samples have been
sent to a laboratory for testing and matching with
bricks from the Ramagiri heritage site.

The AST will conduct further studies to find out
the temperature and provenance of potteries dis
covered from the excavation site, as well as the
building techniques and iconography. It will also
try to interpret the scriptures with the help of ex-
perts. Archaeologists believe that both the Centre
and the State gowvernments need to rethink their
approach to Ratnagiri, Lalitgivi, and Udayagiri.
They argue that these sites should be viewed as
part of a unified Buddhist heritage rather than
studied in isolation and that an integrated per-
spective could help uncover the region's rich her-
itage more comprehensively.

satyasundarbg@thehindu.co.in
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Is a stupid ‘friend’ worse
than a ghosting frenemy?

he biggest challenge 've put myself through over the past few years is to

controd wwmper.?hls is inordinarely difficulr becanse most humans

are terribly stupid and annoying. If you have a short fuse, then you're
really stuck. At every turn there's some dimwit doing dimwit things,

Let me make a list of what you people do o me.

There are those with the semllnu;l incurable “stating the obvious” disease,
Let's say | poata Wrnph of & setting sun on social media and I write a cap-
tion saying “The burming orb e fior the day”. [%elst it, am trying too
hard to be poetic and you are welcome to take issue with that. i why reply:
That is the sun.

Like, whar? Do you think [ do not know that? Why do you think I've put uj
rhls phnlcw‘aph" Do you think the other people who look at this photogr:

whet the sun is unless vou make this asinine, anodyne comment?

I'.in you thm'k you are bedng clever by showing off your knowledge about some-

thing wg.‘ se andd feel every single day aof our lives, by both its presence and
noe?

Ag an aside, there are some who even if 1 write: “"I"hls 18 the sun”, will veply
with: “That is the sun”. 1 are hope.

My challenge for myself is not to react, not m snap, not to make a waspish
mma!k_ Which is what | so dearly want to do!

'l‘hen there's the “take things literally” disease, which thandkfully afflicts less

I.em?n lﬁstatmg the nh\.lmnsg‘u;;em mlm sluylzn]g:rwllam for
nstance, | might post a SUT, it iy
Immediately a&erp'[uwlllp mmnempeﬁm m-e“gl am is \E!‘}‘L)II%
and why am | feeling hit. These peaple are very intelligent bt they are unabl
o understand context, and therefove it does et cocur to them that because [
aay the sun is burning hot it does not necessarily follow that 1am feeling burm-

lrg hot.

ip your lips and immediately cool

down fram being buming hot when you

were not burning hot at all, is the only

way to stop yourself and myself from
boding.

The mave intelligent people are, the
more difficult | m'ﬁ it o excuse their
anupddity.

Tunderstand that 1 am being unfair,

Though I actually don't.

You may think to yourself, hello these
are not le, These are social
miedia people. it is true.

So meat the in person, “let me
Dease , unsolicited advice dis-
ease . Now here T nust admit to
provocation. ]rynu tell a person that you
are fiepling sad, 90.8 per cent peoplie think
vou are asking for a !anI.ma Anid
through some bizaree reasoning, no
matter the cause of your saidness, most

advice will follow the same pattern: Go
for walks, look at nature, luk S0
ginger drink, try some crackpot sooth- & ginger drink, go for a walk,
ng technl.ques meditate an Imm o have a sweet sugary pill...

my most trusted gurn ty

-\hmstnotmewllltel ﬁmtod.oa
fun things — get a new a haireat, have a drink, eat chocolate, buy a lipstick.
And almost no one will figure that you do not want advice. Just someons o
hear youw out.

Dknow, Lknow, | am not alonse heve. The most mmﬂymg aremme whn prof-
fer thy bbish when sor r, OF SOTE
other fatal illness or life-threatenir il h.nw T & debil arcl-
dem Drink a ginger drink, go for a walk, ha\re a sweet sugary pill blah blah

1 must confess though | have learnt long ago to control my temper with the
lifie-threatening disease advice peaple, because [do realise thar they care and
are helpless and all they have to offer is rubbish. 8o, if not a free pass, then
some leeway, But take it from me if you are o mm‘mesea visers, o one real-
Iy WANIE YoLr . Especially if they have a life-threaten| ﬁ disense,

WL have 1 heen, you may well ask, Well, If' I know you and

havm'l at you lately and if I don't know and haven't said

l’l.(.ﬁ

v o R VO
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t the recent Mu-

nich Security Con-

ference, US Vice-

Fresident  JLD.

fance in a blunt

ech reprimanded the lead:

5]1‘ E']pe fiar their duplic-
ml qmme fundamental ‘m

ciples that constinte the holy

il of democracy, However,

what got missed amid the ful

minations was that his dis-

tribe underlined the revivifi-

cathomn of the conceptual insg-

larity that had underpinned

the fiest terms af President

Trump. The address u

seared that Jacksenian im-

beacean

Fu.lsea woakd be the of
15 forelgn policy over the

next &:mryeels
pcsm]a.les WErE
evldem‘ed l:(\ the Tramp ad-

ministration's decision not ta
sign the Paris Declacation on
Al cooperation ance again
uniderseering that competi-
tion as to coopers-
thom waouls the approach to
the palitical and gecstrategic
eace for Al sy remacy.

Manish Tewari

State of the Union

Soath Harea and lsrael are
carving out their own Al
niches, forusing on hard-

ware, cyber security, and
militar npp]l.eatlnu; Haw-
ever, global BaveErnance

remains n-actuned a8 evi-
denced by the diffidence and
conteadistinetion in the ap-
praach of major players 1ike
at the Paris Al Summit 21,

A UN report from July 2024
highlights  China's  dami-
nance in AI patents, with over

Many of India's top Al
semiconductor

rvesearch awtput by at least 50
‘oent over next five years.
Gaps: A thriv-

ecoaystens relies on &
mEmsl seuﬁ:m\duclm‘ and
computing industry, aress
where India continues to
strugale, While countries like
Taiwan, South Koven and the
US have made investments in

sulumeau;oflf\&Me [IEN “ﬂ
contrast, India Lags signi
cantly behind, hamn?gf?)ed
just 130 Alrelated patents,

ith Al shaping the future of
glohal power, nations that fail
o act decisively risk being
]el‘l l:eiul)d.

De its strong 1T semm'
Imilm lacks a clear and effec-
tive Al steategy, Governmsent
initiatives, such as the India
AT Misaian, have yet to make
a significant impact and
lnvesmemm.q.lmmh As

the Survey af

ing Indin's effoets, such as
the Vedanta-Foxcoan praject,
Tave been hampers Ey
o mcemi.ms nmi hul'eau-
cratic delays. In 2008, the 1S
commitied $52 billion to semi-
conductor Ré&D through the
CHIPS ard Science Act, while
the EU Launched a $47 billion
seeniconductar indtiative. But
India lacks a comprehensive
sembeonductar sirategy.
China has been investing in
semboonduetar research
sine the 19608, culfivating a
skilled workforee that now
s 30 pe of the glohal

Nations acroas the world are
making massive investments
m Al ising i as a cor-
nerstone of fure econpmic
and military strength. China
has s2¢ an ambitions BIQEI‘;I:"

uite well If I have sue-
k at nature, [ get it.
whm all about me are losing

media in 8wl I]e lhen Yes I'm dnmg
Lknow, hould eat

Here's the thing t.baugh 1T c,au keap my
theirs, then T can v about what About hundreds of lives
bost in a stam; 7 & massive religious gathering, while a heartless
admlmst.ratm&:a on the back for a job well done, and a shameless
media are breathless nlmut celebrity visits to the gathering.

About a1: gy ide of thousands, as a tyrannical v amply fund-
e and hi m demoeracies i neith 2 atopped |mhec o

About a pl.mec careening towards disaster, as powerful humsans wonder
how much more they can squeeze out of us and the Earth for more and maore
profit.

m the Ma.'rmmmhh b Palestine mclnmme chauge and g]nha] wnrmlug
mpurlarch}
democratic Beednm! there is so much to get angr) ahnut_ Ho number of
walks and no amount of E.l;sﬁer drinks |5 going to fix this anger and indeed,
this sadness, Nor indeed reuts. and lipsticks,

I'my going to at it then. Talerate all the pem{g::uhm!s and save my
rage, even if it's all pointless and I'm banging my against a brick w:
Just don't tell me to..

0, never mind. Look at that satting sun, please. It might well be setting on
my failed promises to myself!

dur

The writer is 3 senior journalist whe writes on media affairs, politics and
social treqds. She twears a1 aranjona.

e, while Russia allocated
§181 million in HEL23 The
United States witmessed a dra-
matic surge in federal Al con-
tracts, jumping from $355 mil
lion in 3022 to $45 billion in
2023, Additionally, Saudi
Arabia recently annanced a
$40 billion Al fand.
The US remains at the fove-
fromt of Al research and com-
15 like G , Open
Al asud Meta. Meem\'ﬁle.
China, backed by state-Jed ini-
tiatives, is desermined to pat-
pace the U8 by 200, The suc-
cess af the Chinese ek
Al aaslstand wered by
Diegy S and
the alarm bells it has set ring
ing acvoss the West i indica-
tive af (\lg‘enl'eizled J‘ct]wu
5 in al
%Er nations such as

ﬁdm tabled in July 20
India allocates just 064 per
cent af its GIP to R&D, signif-
icantly lower than Chinas
241 per cent and

per cent spent by nations 1ike
lsrael and South Kovea, The
budget for the India Al Mis-
sbon was slashed from 235175
crore lo!l?a mles in 200425,
with a estl

needed ta mmpele gl.obeJI:\'.
A rey Change Engine
mﬂup‘Lle? uﬂlml;n Al re
search contributions, acco-
unting for just 14 per cent of
the glohal total, while the U8
ared China lead with 304 per
cent and ZLA per cent contri-
hutions, respectively. Mean-
whlE]Je mmum'qnatlms auc,hd
as Hom Kang, Singapore, an
Sou q have made sig-
nificant strides. Ta bridge the
gap, India’s engineering edu-
cation must evolve to equip
graduates for advaneed AL re-
search. Experts suggest that,
1oy secure & competitive posi-
tion, India must boost its Al

military, became common in education

sen'llinnnd.ucml'd'lipa market.
Al computing power s
anpther  critical  shorefall,
India accounts for less than
_rmrercentcdglchal coamt-
u‘lg nfrastructure, while the
US and China u:geﬂmr enn-
trol nearg] per  cent.
Withaut & domestic indnstry,
India remaing heavily reliant
an forelgn cloud providees,
making its Al grm\lh vulner-
able tn geapalitical shift.
Mvidia's Wishal Dhupar
highlighted that investing in
advanced computing infra-
strueture eoald add 81 trillion
ta India's economy. However,
without significant improve-
ments in computational capa-
city, Al research and innava-
tioa in India will continue o
face major rosdbl
Policy, Funding 3
India's slow progresa in Al
can be attributed to fragment-
e policies and insufficient
investment. Unlike China's
aggresaive, state-driven Al
strategy, India's ressarch
fanding remains dispersed,
with the ACDaL-

India and the global Al
race: Winning strategies

ting for 55 pe of total RE&D
expenditare. In contrast, dev-
eloped mations rely mare an
private-ssctoe contribations.

Another major challenge is
birain drain, Many of India's
top Al and semiconductor
engineers keave for opportu-
nities in the US and Ewrope,

wn by better research
Baciliies  and  funding.
Additinnally, India has vet to
Fster effective public-privase
g‘melshlpa an essential

ver of Al
nations like the
China, EIJHEEML‘IEUL‘ Toaid-
bilocks farther discourage pri-
wate mvestment in desp tech
and Al startups.

The decline i Al startap
funding & particalarly con-
cerning. In AprilJune 2089,
Indian Al startups rased just
$82 million, & smg'ﬁmg "
per cent drop from
18 {UAFLEr. IsJAInmd!lg
Fedl Froam $554.7 million in 2002
o just $1134 million in 2009,
Meanwhile, US Al funding
soared from $5.2 billion to
§152 billicn. The absensce of
wenture capital, a low-risk
appetite and limited govern-
netit-by incentives con-
tinues to stifle Al mnovation

im India. While the ]mila Al
h{lmm wis dealgned to
Al research, its. !\md!lg
remnms modest compared ta
bal investments.
ust Act Mow: For
Inedia to emerpe a global lea-
e, it must urgently revamp
its appreach to Al semican-
ductars, and quanfum eom-
puting. The government
needs to substantially in-
crease  RED investments,
build world-class research
institutions and implement
policies that artract foreign
investment i critical tech-
nologles. Without a clear
strategy and & sense of
urgency, India risks falling
beind in the global Al race.

The Paris Al Summit 200
highlighted the complexities
of Al governance but n].m
reinfarced Al's %rn
1|:dim.e'malln|m dlp]ﬂ;:iﬂ
an T 1ics, ia
doespl?um.emhmd and decs-
sive action now, it will be rel-

mted to e sidelines of the

revalution,

Manish Tewari is a third-
term Lak Sabha MP and
Tarmer Union minister of
mfmnsnmrand brnadcast-
ing Government of fndia.
Twitter fandfe

[ yari,

already

From test-takers to
test-makers: How
to boost Indias edu
assessment capacity i

Esiron: Kavsiom Mivrer, Prwres & P sses: K Sonmsan; THE Asios Aok oflios s locited i Sew Delhl
Pubiished and Pristed

about validi

L e

as a8 she ool

remember, Shl:.fmwﬂmm not just of the exam itsalf, but haw its
tional Eligibility cum En-  scores are interpreted and used. When

gmMn;N‘EETtUledeecﬁ?
firture, ani r
umh]lk\gmm mﬂ"l’lﬂ ook &
gap year, worked harder, and si

about fairmess, valid
ing ca rv que

ml:}.i i, ml!r:.ﬂ million candi-
ut

paper leaks aml hmmlsmdn

shook public trust. erupted

natiorwide, with petitions demanding

cancellation oF & il

reforms and enacted the
Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unuir Means) Act 3024 to curb malprac-
tice i competitive exams,

af sl fur; Do

unfair practices compromise exams, the

in other countries by the 19th centuary.
Inidia’s assessment sgm relies an?y
om these ls, Structured for-

results no

dents’ abilities. Numerous ather
like the University Grants Commission-
Wational Eligibility Test (UGC-NET) and
wArious state recruitment tesis have
faced simdlar challenpes. At the schiool
level, there have been recurring discus-
gloms an issues like revamping school
baard examinations and re-entry into the
intermational PISA test for Isys:irdds
‘J}_:@ﬁﬁ\er lkmeh‘mz:ampcdntm eeper

stood, desimed, administered, reported
and maintained in India. Some proposals
aim to address these challenges, such as
omling and hyhrid exams to prevent leaks
and enhanced security measures like
encrypion ansd AL

However, these solutions remain isolat-
ed and reactive, anly specific
issues, Instead, Indin needs a cohesive,
lomg-tesm_ strategy that priovitises rele-
vance, reliability, validity and faimess
across all types of asspssments.

}{lstnrir:al]y intelligence  tesis
large-scale group testing, Frst used I.nlhz

mats like multiple-chaiee questions amd

reflect sty models developed more

exams  than halfa w\mry mmmlel.ns]npe

ASEEEMENIE y, Desipite lIsl.s’t
d.rlmcu]nn'e Lndnhmﬁmnd

using thess srsizmlullkﬂmnﬂwelnp
1rlgwmdehwms!mlﬂrdjsm1um

Mwlng forward, the forus muost shift
from passive adogtion o active inaova-
umhuammﬁntd!dm\‘nﬂmjn
lack of foemal and technical training in
India that is necessary o suppnn lhn

provide students with a foursds-
tinn in pedagogy and learning processes.
Estahlishing & dedicated two-yesr mas-

ter's amme i educational assess-
et bk much-needed rise
im this field. The first year COver

adueational thecedes and cove measure-
ment pjl;am:lplea.:;ludhg validity, relis-
ties. In the secard year, students ould
take

cinlising in 24 assessment areas,

ing from classronm, formative, and sum-
mative, large-scale accountability m
ESEMENTE, competitive entrance tests, an
achonl lea'vlng Examinations. Besnml

LETTERS

INDIA UNDERMINED?

Donald Trump's remarks at
the Fll Priority Summit in
Miami regarding a $21 million
out of $2.9 billion of US aid
allocation to India have ignit-
ed a major political controver-
sy on voter turnout. The major
political parties are blaming
each other for misusing the
funds without intimating who
has received the funds.
Though the election chief has
also denied receipt of any
such funds, the government
has still not given any state-
maent. With Bihar and Bengal
elections still to go, the ruling
BJP would not like to take the
risk of getting involved, know-
ing the struggle it has faced in
winning the Delhi elections. It
is, however, necessary to
reveal the truth by carrying
out a transparent investiga-
tion to ensure that democracy
and constitutional integrity
are not compromised.

R.S. Narula

Patiala

JUMPING THE GUN

IT' 18 NOW clear that the war of words
over the claims of America having sent
21 million dollars to India to increase
voting percentages were uncallad for.
BJP leaders attacked Congress on the
isaue and went as far as asking Rahol
Gansdhi o be arrested, it now turns out
that the money was sent to Bangladesh
nat to im as earlier alleged
making the politickans in India ook
focdish. It would be best not o pay
much attention to Donald Trump who
hlnﬁs 1o divert attention. (‘a]]m
Valodymyr Zelenshyy a dictator &
say nething about Visdimir ['utl.n
despite activists and political rivals
being liguidated in Russia makes it
clear [hat whatever Mr Trump says
st be taken with a pinch of salt.
thony Henriques
Mumbai

UKRAINE'S TRAGEDY

HENRY KISSINGER'S oft-quated rem-
ark —whether truly his ar not — carries
A palgnant resonance v a8 Ukraine
finuds itself at A crosss after three
years of devastating war and slﬁmﬁc.anl
tervitorial losses. [t now faces

reality that many Ihl'mer American
allies have encoun ious
nature of US commimments, History is
replete with examples of nations that
lave placed their trust in Washington's
backing, only to later find themselves
abandaned or lft to navigate conse
quences abone. It is dangerous to be Ay
erica's enemy, but fiztal to be its friend."

jeet Kumar
azarihagh

tive testing, and Al-enhanced assess-
ments require interdisciplinary exper-
tise, Moreover, these mes should
train specialists i different areas —
same focusing on peychometric and §ta-
tistical methods, others on assessment
palicy, accountabili
cultural relevance.
Rnr mmnznt um with mmp:t-:ip&
well as those
lll!m! m Ijlnesocln-em
xllt-ceﬂnn'tsillls. Ensar-
roader range

Faﬂmhuel Programmes le LI.met*-

India's awerall amament EX]

ahift. Expept for a m L
e in ury, India has no by if th

Sm el s in  Smdents showld engage in hands-on pro-
educational assessmens, This lack of spe- Lmﬂ:wkmgdlrecﬂywmguumnm
clalised u'alldngh:\:: Ieft the countey and researeh and implementation
without & strong fes could lever-
fesalonals, To address this, univers age their awn internal examination and
must introduce programemes that spark  data systens a8 training grounds.

snﬂmmmimamm
aq:ens mshape the future of
mnm
A]nglc.nlslarﬂngpcdmfnrmh pro-
grammes would be mstitutions offering
master’s degreea in education, as they

weharkal Bk Midinssd Youh Cantrs, 219 Dvn Dsyal Ljsedly
19 Diser Duayl Uppaitisyay lary, B Delli 110 02 s BFL Iafotich Ll C-0, Soctor-11, Nuala 201500

wm\ mcd!m m!mmemn hecoming

programmes must collaborate with
msuur ndznu'_ paychal-
public policy departments.
Mmms in data<driven models, adap-

Laentoms: Qsichrnsarsh Lal, 8ih Flow, Bisck 2, Elizslsoth Hous, 30 Yiork Resal, London SEL T90; RO Rugistratiios namber: TR0

dtlen is crucial It would
create a more diverse ool of assessment

professianals,
1mmmwmmnmm
an academic necessity — it & erucial for
ensuring & credible and fair system
like Adi are evalusted on
thedr merit so that dedication and talent,
gnmdmm“umlhmmlly.ﬂmpednlr

re.

The writer is a global axpert fie
educational assessmenis

iy M, Now Duhi-L1G00Z Phene: 00311 23211124
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Why climate leadership is
set for a China-India tango

China seems willing to
assume the mantle of climate
leadership but there are
several factors affecting its
acceptability at the global
high table on climate. India's
record on climate action
makes it well-suited to
partner China here

recent amalysis by Carbon

Bricf, whsich Foumd that mearly

95% of the countries that

signed the Paris Agreement
'h|n'\‘ missed the United

uum in global climate governance and
push for collective setian to combat the cli-
male crisis

Observers believe that the US's exit from
the Parls Agreement has ereated an oppor-
tunity for China and India to take on the
global dimate kadership. Both nations
have demonstrated signllicant commit-
strong credentials, and leadership
tlal through proactive measures
almed at peducing carbon emissions.

Ching has shifted from o traditonally
insular forelgn policy to a more Interna-
tionallst approach, particulatly in the
renlmn of climate leadership. Fol lowing the
US's withdrawal lrom the Paris Agreement,
China reaffirmed its commitment to mult-
laterndism, with vice premier Ding
Xuexiang describing it as the
‘*nllsllﬂi key” to addressing global

mit new climate pledges for 2035, Is cause
for worry. The finding comes at a time
when United States (US) President Donakd
Trump has signed an executive order o
withdraw the US from ihe Paris Agree-
ment, eroding the global momentum for
elimate action. The countries missing the
deadline collectively account for 83% of
global emissions and nearly 80% of the
woild's economy, rlsing serious concerns
about the agreement’s ability to drive
meaningfil dimte progress. Menmwhile,
the intensifying frequency of climate disas-
ters = from record-breaking heatwaves
and catastrophic Noods to extreme wild:
fires = underscores the urgent need for
decisive leadership. Without immediate
and committed action, the Paris Agroe-
ment risks becoming an empty promise
rather than a binding global commitmens,

Under these circumstances, the world
needs to urgently fill the beadership vac-

| SUNDAY SENTIMENTS }
Karan Thapar

Chin;n immnll of global ¢ll-
mate leadership is evident

ather nations io adopt more am bitious di-

mute goals, Secondly, China has histori-

cally taken a hands-ofl approach to

regional and global diplomacy. Addressing

theclimate ertsis and transforming global

energy systems require more assertive

leadership, along with the ability 1o pro-

P mmibiLhous chimate goals in the futare

— an area where China has vet 1o demon-

strate sullicient potential. Thirdly. climate

soepticism was o dominant narrative in

Chuino untll recent years, with the climate

crisls often being peroelved os a “wesiern

Topr

China and other developing natioas” This

history casts doult on China's commit-

ment 1o taking on an active role in climate
ledership,

Given the US's withdrawal and

China's uncertain climate creden-

tials, Inclia has significant opportu-

nitles to counterbalance the cur-

rent climate lesdership dynamics.

through its increasing invest- Aparna Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
ments in remewable energy. the Ro reaffirmed India's commitment o
expansion of lis cap-and-rade Y sition, emphaslsing

system, and |5 efforts io make the

Belt and Road Initiative greener.

With the U'S's depariure creating a beader-
ship vold, Chilna Ls positloning isell as a
central player In sustal nlng internat lonal
climate action by leveraging ml ley and
murkel forees to drive the global energy
teansition.

Although China's climate action s come
mindable, the country is mot yetin a posi-
tion to indepen dently nesume the kevel of
keadership that climate governance
demancs, Firstly, despite its aggressive cli-
mate initfatives. China remains the world's
largest emitter of greenhouse gases
(GHGs). producing twice the emissions of

the LIS, This weakens its ability to persusade

Twattling does not make
a person ultracrepidarian

puage, Vou have words that are spelt

similarly but pronounced differ-
ently. As in this sentence: “The bandage
was wound around the wound” They're
called heteronyms. You also have words
that are pronounced the same but spelt dif-
ferently. For instance. beach and becchor
tre mnd tyre. They're called homomyms.
This means thit just becouse you know
how 0 speak 1, you don’t necessarily
Knaw haw 1o wrile English or, il you can
speell it correctly, that’s no guaranlee you
cin promounce i properly.

I recently received an emall informing
me of archaic English words that we could
usefilly revive and use today, They're as
pertinent now as they were afew centuries
ago, You may not find them in the shorer
Ondford Dictionary but they're on Google.
These days that soems to matser more!

Fudgel is one. [t means pretending to
work whilst actual by doing nothing, | have

’w- said it before — and Il say it
I igain — English is a delightfial lan-

oy I'mi rather goodd b that, S too were
the British in the 18t contury when they
eoined the word, There's another that

nce of making the

coming years a "green era” while
also sirlving io shape Indla Into a devel-
oped nathon by 2047,

India's Intensified efforts (n climate
action represent a straleic move o meure
long-term encejry security and economic
resilience. These steps highlight India's
lemdership in climate actlon on o global
seale. The country is alreacly undergoing a
clean energy revolution and has made
notable progress in fulfilling its Paris
Agreement commitments. To lower emis-
sions, India has launched an extensive
remewable energy programme, surpassing
past targets and achieving reeord mile-

India is

S
andl Services Tax (G5 T an Fs compared totraditional vehickes.

capacity by roughly 24.5 glgawatts (GW)
and its wind capacity by 3.4 GW, more
than doubling its solar installations and
Increasing its wind capacity by 2% com-
paresd o the previous year, By December
2024, the couniry’s total renewable energ
capacity had reached 16248 GW, wit
solar power accounting for 5786 GW and
wind power For 48,16 GW.

Lwlll\g alead, India has set an mnbl

500 GW ol B

|1I.|L|(I.l|lt.|l}':.l|.l‘lLi)' Iy 2000, which |I.1l
now been extended o 200132 Addition-
ally, the country is continuously refining
Its policles to reduce coal dependence and
speed up the transition to cleaner energy
soiirces, At present, India is well-posi-
Honed not enly to mect but also Lo exceed
Its Paris climate targets.

India is also creating a supportive envi-
ronment for the widespread adoption of

you've discerned your nulers ane snollygos-
ters, which, in the I7th century, meant a
shrewd and unprincipled person whao s a
politician.

Now, you might have begun toask your-
el mquestion. Am | indulging in the writ:
tem equivakent of twattling? s a Mth-cen-
tury word which means gossiping idly
about unim portant things. Those whodo
itwidll tell you it's n most enjoyalile wiy of
passing the time.

There are a few other words that are
perfoct for the people we aften moet. A
lansprosada it sosneone who al ways con-
venienily thows up with no money al all.
You're forced to pay for them, It was obwi-

describes a characteristic oo

ofus: Dysania. [t deseribes the extreme dif-
ficulty many have petting out of bed in the
morning 1 plead guilty.

And then there's a kerm for the sort of
person that undeubtedly imitates cach of
us We've all come across people wha give
opindons on subjects they know nothing
about, Indeed, they can be quite voluble
and very passlonate. The word is ulra-
erepidnrian.

There's also an interesding term that
was devised with the government in mdnd.
It's kalcistrocracy, which means govern-
ment by the kenst qualified ar, even, the
wiorst preople, And, not surprisingly, there's
a term for those w bo in such circums lan-
oes are lowd in thedr complants It's the
17th-century word grumbletonians,
although it sounds more jocular than seri-
aus, And if you're one it's probably becanse

Live life full, not in excess
or to prolong the lifespan

India was 25.4 years: today, (L is
70,62 years. Longer life is a global
trend, due to substantially better

madical Intervention and diagnosties. In

foet, some believe that in a few years,
advanced medical sdenoe will ensure

it mest gan expeet @ live between 100

to 125 years, Perhaps. But sclentifle data

tells us that while life expect-
ancy has, indeed, gone up,
maximum life spans have not,

The number of centenarians

may be doubling every 10 years,

bust they are still the exception,
not the rulbe.

Why do some people beat
the odds, and live up to 100 or
beyond? to thie Hos-

l N IB00, the avernge life expectancy in

Pavan K
Varma

practices and drugs has come into exis-
tenoe. Most of these have not been scien-
tifieally tested and may do mone harm
than good, But such |s the desire of most
people to be forever youthful, that this
new area of pseu descience has grown
exponentially,

Tomy mind, what is really important
I8 how to age better, Instead of necessa-
rily a longer lifie span, what is far
more important isa long health
span. Science has reached a point
where it can significantly pro-
long Wfe even for the erminally
il but this |s hardly alife wort
living. American surgeon and
best-selling awthor, Atul Gaw-
ande. makes precisely this point

ton University Seiool of Medi-
cime, genes sccount for less than one
third of your chances of living beyond 85,

8o, the answer has o Include gemetics,
bt alse L metabalism, lifestyle, a
stress-free life, and — someth AT

cnll — social imegration, which is being
anactive part of a happy community. It s
for these reasons possibly, that some
parts af the warld, lile specific regions in
Jupan, and areas in the Mediterrancan
reglon, are known for the dispropogtion-
ate number of centenarians they pro-
duce.

Vast global resources mow back
research on ow Lo retard ageing by rou-
venating cells thit naturally weaken or
dle as you grow older. An entire cco-sys-
tem of supplements, creams, csoterlc

in his b sellil |Nldk ﬂ'fll'lg

Martal Madicine ||||J Wit Mar-
ters in the End. Many poople now write a
living will, which Forbids relatives to
K them on |ife support systems.

A very dear [riend of mine in his mid.
Bk, wis suddenly diagnosed with moutl
cancer, Fortunately, sinee his other
health parameters were excellent, he
could be operated upon and has now
Fully recovered. The interesting thing is
that he had never smoked. chewed
tobacco, consumed guika. or even been
fond of paan and sapart. What his onco-
logist told him was an eye-opencr: As
high as 35% of mouth cancer patients
were ke him. Is lfe then a bt like a rou-
lette wheel?

Whether it is or net, for me the best
formula is o enjoy life fully while you

osly custom in the 18th con-
tury, whenee the word.

‘Whilst a groke is someone who stares
while others are eating, hoping they' I|
share thedr food. 1t's an old Scots word, |
dlare say we've all felt frobly-mobdy, which
means nelther well nor unwdl. I'm fre-
quently in that in-between state. Others
call i hypochondrial

Aned then there's something we all do.
How olten have you lain awake at night
worrying about the day ahead? IVs called
ubteeare. And o often hos your conchu
slon been o put off what you could do
tomorraw until the day afier? 1t called
prrendinate.

There are two delightfial words which |
can't help chortle over. First, shivviness, the
uncomfortable fecling of wearing new
undlerwenr. [ imagine ifs the only such word
i any langsage. And then there's cacoethes.

We must never lose our zest
with living bager.

cnn, taking a median line between absti-
mence nned exoess, There is a Russion joke
about o man who ate early, exerclsed
regularly, and never smoked, drank, ate
meat or partled. His friend’s wry
respotise wis: "My dear man, you'll dic
healthy.” Conversely, if you simake two
packs o day and drink kall a bottle each
nilght, the chances are that your health
will suffer,

Basically, a balanced life, as recom
mended by the Hindu shastras, where
dharma, erite and Karra combine in the
right proportion, seems to be the best
answer for a happy and fulfilling life.
lagbrard wrote: “Eternity Hes in the breadth
ol life; 1 do not seek its length,” A lide bit
ofrestralned abandon, where you admit
tovthie fralty of being human, is mota bad
thing. As Zaug rightly sakl: Behiar teu

stones. In 2024, India expanded its solar

HOW OFTEN 1
LAIN AWAKE AT
\J\'(]Illt‘l'l\l(i ABOL
DAY /

PUT OFF WHAT YOU
COULD DO TOMORROW
UNTIL THE DAY AFTER?

IT°S CALL
PERENDINATE.

It's Mehvcentury English for the irresistible

ﬁm:hmmunmulnad\mblv

ow, bw words which | suspect you'll

never use. I you comse across a woman
with the manners of an old one — the
lemale equivalent of an old fogey — you
ought 1o call hera peg pull, And [ her der-
rhere has casight your lancy, you nalght say
ahe's callipygian.

Lt e emel with soemethlng we all enjoy

Tylmg wrapped up Ina comfortable man-
meer, Since it s winter, proferably in o razod
orduvet. Its mlled grufeling, Apparently,
the Scots do a lot of it. They coined the
word

K Thapar is the anshor of
Dievifs Advocate: The Unroid Stary.
The views expressed are porsomal

i lifie, ool Bive Bt Fully, rather than being obsessed only

HTAROVT

Jvad yahi ki na duntya se dif lage: par kya
karein jo kagm na bedillagi chale (Tis
lbest, of course, if you transcend the
world's attractions: but what can youdo
if you cannot resist its distractbons).

‘While deeply grateful to medical sci-
e, we st hever lose our mee for life,
and live it fully, rather thas being
ohaessed only with living longer. This
mequires avoiding excess, taking care of
your health, and also a change of atti
tude. As Fahimi Badayuni says: Dil se
soabir karo ke um zinda ho; seans lena
koi smboot nahin (Let your heart show
ithat you are alive; merely breathing is no
proof that you are)

Puvan K Varma ls authaor, diplomar, and
former Mesber of Parlament (Rajya Sabha).
‘The views expressad are personal

chectric vehicles (EVs) by implementing a

reduced Goods and Services Tax (GST) on
EVs compared to traditional vehicles. The
government aims for EVs to account for
30% of new vehicle sales by 2030, with
sales projected to reach 10 million unis,
potentially generating up to five million
obs. Alongside, significant investmenis are
bidigg madie in Infrastructure, induding the
establlshiment of publicchargling stations,
b accommodate the growling dermand lor
EVs, These inftiatives underscore Indla's
dixhication bo fostering o groen epergy rev-
lution, attracting investment, generating
employment, and boosting the export
potential of cmerging technologies.
Beyond ambitious actions. effective cli-
mate leadership must align with the necds
and priorities of the poor and the most vul-
nerable populations, As the world's kargest
demecracy, India exemplifies how strong
climate measures can be suceessfully inte-
grated with developmental goals. India has

NEW DELHI
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 23, 2025

sption of elestric vehicles (EVsh by implementing a reduced Goods

played a erucial role in climate negotia-
tions, particularly during the Paris Agree-
ment discussions. It has consistenthy
defended the principle of “differentiated
responsibilities.” advocating for more flexi-
ble climaie regulations for developing
nations, recognizing their necd for greater
space o grow within the lnlied global car-
bon budged.

Given the airrent leadership gap. the
world will be cl sely wistching India’s role
in elimmte action st key upeoming fom ms
such as the G20 and COPI0, As Chifna sceks
an internatlonal partner o enhance lis
influence on the global stage, Indin is ina
prime position to seize this opportunity
and bridge the kadership voic in global eli-
Tate goverin o,

Aparsia Ray is el mw ol bend,
effemane chirnge and energy, ORF.
The views expressed are pe rsonal

No north/south divide, fight
is to ensure justice globally

i "Global South®. Bl what exactly is

mcant by that? An economic diMer-
ence® OF the 20 keading global econambes.
sevenan in the "South™ Inthe “South™, some
countries are B0 times richer than their
neghbors, A chimale difference? The chi-
mate crisis affects every country In the world,
esperially small iskand States and the poorest
counitrics. Amang the 10 greatest eeisters, if
WLmb\'LU.-imusslulspnmhdﬂunLlhn

ame may argue that the world is
Sm:m between a “Global Narth™ and

clashes in the G rent Lakes reglon, where M23
continues to violate the seversignty of the
Dernocradic Fe pulblic ol Congn That is why
France s working towands ensuring Syrian
imem aned women can live in peace and froe-
damiin a smvereign, peacchil Syria that i rein-
tegrated it its reggonal emviroament, Arid [
lave travelled 1o each of these regions o
strongly reassert our bellefs

The voice of France. which tirelesshy
defendis equality amd law, will continue o be
I1u|r|] b time when law iscontested, if we

T s Ay i the Not
we talking about a migratkon difference? 'I‘I!
vast majority of migrations are between
countries in the South. A politicsl
divide? In both the North and the
South, thereare those whosuppart
collective solutions, and comversely,
those whe support efforts Lo with-
dleaww Troen global aMaérs. 1m both the
North and the South, there |s comr-
petition between reglonal
In bath the North and the South,
there are countries that comply
with intermational lavw and others
that flows |t

The discussion we should be having, at
G20 mectings and everywhere dse, is not the
stapponee chish betwren Northand South,but

Jean-Nogl
Barrot

law, IhIsIrIIka'alhd ||I(|l'
Is'l role for everyone to play in global

emance, and therefore. that It musl Ix:
meformed. Every socond we wasie
o Lhe penth b thee re form of mult-
Natera] foruns fuels chadmys that is
s tiovticans ae ileg tmate, France
wouled ke o see cruclal projects
Hir the future of peace and global
governance completed between
mow and 2026 when our country
will hold the presidency of the G7,
As the Both anniversary of the
United Kation (UN)'s creation
approaches, let us resolutely move forward
o thatour institutions reflect tocay’s workd.

As pgain recalled by President Macron dur-
img Primme Miindster Modi's wisit o France last
week Ind an France!

whosupport might is right.

In France, our moral compass is not
uscles] by Narth or Souths, but by Justice, We
do et avert o eyes fromm any criss or vio-
lation of intermatsonal ki, A couny under
attack {5 a country under attack, and an
AEETCAS0C COUNLTY IS A0 AgETessOT country
= this distinetion does ot change bused on
whether the country Is in the Northor the
South.

That s why France simulianeously con-
demins violations of inter national humarnite
i Lo in Gz aned the West Bank, the Octer
ber 7 terrorist atacks against Isel the war
ofagr
anl the atrocities prrpnmlnl by the Suxda-
nese arnned foroes and the RSF inSudan That
I w1t ks Fully commitied o madntalning the
eeascfine in Lebanon, after working towards
its adoption alongside the Undsed States. That
s why it Is working to bring an end to the

| sappart to ensure s dightfial plice on the
UN Security Council. We must also make
jrogress on the practical implememtation of
Lhee Paaris Pt for People and the Planet indi-
ated by Presiderit Macron becsi s¢ no cou-
try shouled have to choose betwon lghting
poverty and fighting the climate erisis.
Because we need private fund ing so that
developmient pssistance 1s sufficient, and
Iaecantse we Imust innovae (o support devel
aping counlrie

T dirve toact o bridge the gap between
Soush and North s now, Fronce will Rully sup-
port the efforts of the South African presi-
dency of the G20 towarnds this goal — the
matio of India's G20 presidency, Vinthaim
Kierurrbakar ((ne Earth, One Family, One
Future) st preval,

Seire Mot Rarvo i irsvister for: Eiprape ara foredgn
afairs. France. The views expressad are persoval

O

{ SUNDAY LETTERS }

The seriousness of
the climate crisis
This |s with refercice o
“Nos dimrinerdiate rellef e
sight froin clirinate crisis”
Iy Anainda Bunetjoe | Feb
16), The Unifited States
president's withdrawal
from the Paris climate
agreement shows that
world leaders are still not
appreciating the
sertousness of the climate
crisis. This must change
before its oo late.

Deepak Mittal

The mystique of Indian trains

This is with reference o “The changing tracks of

rorm nee af iralng” by Abhlshek Asthana (Feb 18).
Beautifully written, this article rekindled not only the
imemorics biit also the mysticue associated with triin
trivel — especially in lndial

Anil Shukila

Focus on gender count in procurement

This is with reference o “Making,
procurement policy” by Lalita Panicker (Feb 16).
The procurement ratioisa despicably low figure.
The government shoukd pay attention o this,

gender coumi i

Ravinder Kumar Jaln
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Opinion

h at Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium,

ACROSSTHE

PChidambaram

If the FM had desired to
uphold equity and morality,
she could have given tax
relief through a cut in the
GST rates or cut in the taxes

%ﬁ‘

Lﬁwgm: Flaying mll‘;'m" hways gyl on petrol and diesel. Or she
could have to put more
. s 1: money in the hands of the
Ran]l TrOPhy prOVldlng people by increasing the
: MGNREGS daily wage or
more engrossing fare raising the statutory
Avasthl and Royston Dias — kept com S NN WG 11 ety
RINGSIDE ing at the Vidarbha bowlers, Chasing kind of employment across 3
4M1thurin thol’nurthinnhlpand the board - b

VIEW

THE EYES OF the cricketing world will
be focused on Dubal today for the ‘rou
tiine' Indla-Paklstan group Nxture atan

the
visitors seemed dﬂd and gnnc at 14
forsly, bt the aura that Mumbal carrles
I hard to shake off. The seventh-wicket
partnership ylelded more than a 100
and the last pairaddcnl more tlnn 50,

| &M USUALLY sceptical of bare prombses
madc by \mmrnmont l prorcl atime
tabl I

mdapelfmmam M]‘KH‘I.II thc md llm

‘When the runs reg
sl figuries, there may have been a few

f the promises made by Mr
Narendea Madi or hls government slnce

Daily waef's'

1 'SoKF?UIQE

(20

Rising unemployment rate, shrinking manufacturing sector, inflation, stagnant wages and mounting household debt are a few

concerns for the comman man

EAPRESS HICTE SAHLESHAR SI0H

Budget abandons

ICC event, Desplte the lopsided anxious n!nmonurnrlhevidaml\nml 2014, mone of which has been achleved,
head-to-head record in these games up,hulll:eyﬂnallywotm j and willdouble to§ § trillion by
over the decades, the media thelrall ] ke th 2022, mendl The Hindu, Soptesmber
soclal-media chatter around these favourites agalnst Ketala, wl:nwllllsc In 20,2014
'cncnunlorr'ermcwloamlo with uncharted terrltory. mln 2022 every house in Indla should b
can Though Karun Nalr didn't have a have 24 x 7 clcctri:lty PM Modi
to add fuel ta fire even when the actual great semifinal for his adopted team Business § q g P, Sey
cricketing fare on offer has often Vidarbha, he has been in rare form 4, 2015
been lacklustre and the excitement threughout the season, which must wEvery Indlan wllhmlmlly:l‘!kl notanFwer waK whydnpermmwhninw cnif as ltwas doneIn 2024-257 Sabha at 4 pm. The MPs are aware of her
largely manufactured, have caught the national selectors” eye, I'M Narendra Modi - The € L crove to €500 crore debating style and she did not disappoint
While the 1CC Champlans Trophy — But most of those playing signifl Ises farmers | : deserve any rellef at all? Everyeconomie  Equity, morality discarded them.at 5,20 pm she ook aswipeat Man

has garnered eyeballs and mindspace
over the last couple of weeks, Indlan
domesthccricket has arguably provided

robes bn their teams’success do it for the
pride in thelr performance and the love
ol’ll:e game. Saxena, for example, has

Iy, a body of work and statisties

hllngllyznal The Hislu, june 20,2018
w Bullet Trains To Be Reality n India By
2022, Says Narendra Modi To Indian
Diaspora lnOman - infi.com, photagraph,

declslon lnvolves the principle of equity
and morality. The Modi government had,
long ago,abandoned that principle and the
FM dutifullyfollowed herleaderwhile gh

Where did the cuts fall? Taking into
account both capltal and revenue expen
diture, the najor cuts In 2024-25 were In
critical sectors:

mohan Singh rdiculing his wisdom and
hisvision of 1991, and concluded that his
ten yearsas prime mindster marked a“lull”
In reforms, At 5.20 pm she ridiculed the

evenwhen the biggest stars in the game that make him a genulne 'domestic flast poar, Mo mm‘ his fapanese  Ing‘tax relled’ The FM adopted the same (i # crove) poor when she sald, "No poor Jaya
didn't feature in them, Has there ever  glant) but at 38 years of age, he has courterpart ShinsoAbe Tinlgue whileexplaining th Incag Health: 71255 }I!nchcmnﬂnll af you are poor; | am also
been an Instanee of a flelder's helmet made peace with the fact that he would Twonder if 2022 Is hchlnd us or ahead Ital expenditure, The'cuts"are raal: Eclucation; 211584 poorAfewminutes later,she ridiculed Mr
making such a decksive Impact’ In sueh never know I he could have cut itatan of us? {in # erore) socialWellare: 210019 Raghav Chadedha, MP (AAP): "Am | really
a slgnificant junceure of a knockeut  evenhigherlevel of cricket. ‘VrISBE 2-2BAE '25-26BE U right in thinking that you are a Chartered
gnnEel The Ranjl Trophy knockeut ¢ Money Is absolute numbers Oncapital 1311111 10,1842¢ 1121000 :f,;i‘:m :]}% Agamnmnl!'mlnu::;ﬂuﬁpm.lmI-'M
d galn d dwh Giuest appearance Budget 2025-26 alsocontalned many  account Urban Devs 18,907 completed her reply.
and how much, can happen over flve Tha debacle in the Border- Gavaskar promisesincluding 7 Schemes, 8Misslons  Grantste 380778 299891 271 Empbymelmmneru:io-r T 5“ Not a word on the rsing unemploy
dl}'nﬂﬂ‘rlckﬁl Most of the pl.\ycnm lmphy Down Under, and the 0-3 and 4 Funds, There was no allocationof — States for ) ) heshrinking i ing
turinginth h suffered at home at the money for many of these schemes and capex Who s hurt most by cuts in expend] sector. Not a word on Inflatlon, stagnant

toas'|journeymen'witha fml:npmg 1o
find thelr way back to the natlenal
set-upand some others hoping tocatch
the eye,

Kerala reaching its maidcn lt.lnli
Trophy final s a leve

handsof New Zealand priorto that, had
prompted the Board of Control for
Cricket In Indla (BCCI) to pass an edict
to bts star players to turn out for thele
domestleteams, s a result,Vieat Kohll

mient, eapeclallywhen thelr nwthlgh
profile current player \amu‘un!mn

and R d Ranjl Trophy
for the flrst time in a decade or even
Innger Their participation brought

was not part of elther the g
o the semifinal, having surgery on an
Injured finger and expected to be it In
thrne for the Indian Premier League (1PL)
starting next month.

If anything, It seems to have anly

age and crowds unprece
dented for the domestic First-Class
tournaments, but that interest lasted
only as long as the two leons were on
the fleld,

Some youngsters at Delhl's Arun

missions. Naturally, during the debate on
the budget, the Hon'ble Finance Minlster
(M) was questioned by many MPs on the
budget numbers,

Hudget Is about money, and money is
allocated and spent in absolute numbers,
The FM took cover under proportlons, not

bsol - e, she admit

Total 15,0188 1518320 5.,282

Undenlably, In 2024-25, the central
s eapital i i

Ir;ywz.ﬁﬂz crnr;: and tl{c grants to states
for capltal expenditure were cut by
90,887 croce.

FMdh —

ture on the above heads? The poor, Who

wagcﬂ otmmmlng household debt. Nota

unspent money

bersefits by the FM's generous |
relbef? Not the poar.

1 the FM had deslred touphold equity
and morality, she could have given tax
relbed through a cut in the GSTrates or cut
In the taxes on peteol and dle.lel t‘mhe

could

:Mlha:lwrmmmmrello'rnrf 100,000
crore o income-tax payers included the

pertion to t:lJl'.\nd asserted that the bud
get estimates (BE) for 2025-26 were
h:rlm L Assuming that thc mlmam for

1 crore), the very rich (> € and
thesuperrich(» tsﬂnmﬂ.lsulcxphimd

tie that there will not| be cuts In 2025 26

that she had g

too? Willth thestates

in the education and healthcare sectors,
Mot award on the status of the scheduled
caates or schecluled tribes, Not a word on
the bottom 50% of the population of
India Mot awosd an the poorestof the pooe

14.96% of the population (o 21 crore)

afth lely gthe MONREGS
d.\liywm or ealslng the statutory minl
murm wage in every kind of employment
across the board,

Ridicule was the reply

dl: UNDPTo PM Narendra Modi
and FM Nirmala Sitharaman, the poor do
not exist,

Maylholc:wl-mdufmglve thermn,

. Wiisive: pefvidasmbararm.in

strengthened Kerala's resolve as they [abtley Stadium made it clear that they relief o the rich | The 1 hat she did .‘ ] assets in 2025-26 not be The FM started her reply In the Rajya Twistar: @Pehidambararm_IN
repeatedlybounced back fromthebrink  were there just towatch Kohll as oth
and lved to fight another day, Tralling erwlse “Ranji kaun dekiea hai (who
Janamu and Kashinlrby 80 flest-lnnings — watches Ranji)l Ironically, chants of
runs with just a single wicket in hand “RCH, RCB reverberated during a Flrst 2.06%, In 14 i ! vl fi f the India Aga
would have prompted some sides to Class game, proving that Kehll Lslden P he sl f the B Ps victory An analys | fell vith each oth d
throw In the towel, but Salman Nizar tifled morewith his 1PL franchise than INSIDE # v wa less than th by Indi smart Kejriwal took complete control of the
and Basil Thampl semehow contrived the tearn for which he was playing, % Congr ACSDS survey U it naw party, AP, [ronkcally, in his flest
to go one up - lterally - on thelr hardy Nelther Kohlinor Sharma managed TRAC K J Indicated that AAP retalned Its hold and selzing the moment, In 2011, the bried stint as CM, the Congress
opponents, That one-run lead In itsell  todoanything significant on the fleld mnsthepmm:rmofnodmlnd ‘thme was ripe because of major supported him — onlyto keep the B[P
wouldn't have counted foranything had for thelr Ranjl teams In thelr one-off voters, The party TUp Iunmndllalnduuhl\ nu(dpmrlnd.oonuqumlally;
a resolute middle- and lower-middle appearances, They seemed to be akin rocuud Ing th o I:umrlgr;_umlns I.ludllnul.ﬂnbelllpnlltll:n.
order not batted through the final day ta short-duratbon punishment post waters with freebl her than playk he social divicle, was In::l mullr.wmmuu earlier
with J&Kneedingelght wickets toenter Ings for errant clvil servants before “ .y | ] the usual caste card, Kojriml.l‘or bythe shocking P I Uttar
the semifinals, being rehabilitated. Will Kejriwal wilt? Instance,did not beneflt frambelngpart | 20112 The RSS working behindthe Pradesh, backing Mayawatiwholatee
Amargin of one run in the quarters By the time the knockouts came Thisweek's announcement of a new of the trader community. Today, the AAP scenes, propped up Ramdev and swallowed the Congress's 5C's vote bank.
and two In the semifinals proves that nlllng,i: was back to the players who B[P Dethi Chief Minksterafter 27 years ks Is one of only six signaled to lts cad Al th U
Kerala never knowwhen they are out of Istake in the fortunes of their th the parthes, luded at Jantar Mantar, But Anna Hazare ncommaon
a game and have made a habit of fyght teams, Teams like Mumbal, Tamil obltuaryof former CM Arvind Kejriwal even Mamata Banerjee's TMC and one eventually emerged as the symbolic common man
Ingtill the bitter end, The fact that thelr Nadu and Saurashtra have a regular wotild be a mbstake, The: s and lhalwufor&lwd by the lwynrnl.d ‘ead of the anth-corrup
head coach Amay Khurasiya and the presence In the latter stages of the ﬂ\eﬂl?‘- wption that the AAP with other respected names, including Kejriwal carefully cultivated the
vital spin twins — |alaj Saxena and  Ranfi Trophy, Haryana have been th i bgrass and defeat th ""Inllu the father-son duo, Shantiand Praghant | Image of a common man, sporting a
Aditya Sarvate — don't hall from the off and on, Vidarbha and Gujarat have will wil ick alel tobe Delhi P Wkt Bhushan, academibe Yogendra Yadav and long hand-knitted muffler to keep
state polnts to the general high tasted success aver the last few years, wﬂmlthlnwml\ul afterall, victary for the B| P and struck a blowat Kifriwal,a former Income Tax offlcer, a away his hacking cough, and chose the
standards In Indian domestle erlcket,  while Kerala and J&K are recent addi changed the dynambes of the Capltal’s thee INDIA bloe's unlty, ls i Lt § hiese along humible broom as hils pasty symbal.
even though th | selectors may tons to the lst of ders, Apart it g y dably theway,a disillusioned Anna withdrew Orver the years, his hubrls got the
sometimes seem slow in recognlsing from them, there are the likes of Kar bi-polar political space into a trlangular Ra ]d rise ta.le to Maharaghitra and, over time, so did better of him. The cough and the
such performances, nataka, Delhl, Bengal, M.tdhta Pradesh, contest, And hls ambition to replicate his p m(dlhenlhermlvllu Kfriwal muifler di red, 5o did his clalm
i'un:nh. Uttar Pradesh, Hajasth Delhl experi lsewhere should not i Delhl became of the of simple liv n;,Omnl'l{elriwnl'l big
No quarter given derabad, Assam, Baroda, Jharkhand, be dismbssed outright. Afterall, he struck Indk da | Hisd clals friwal has a mistakes was the fallure to bulld a
Kerala's opponents [n the fimal,  Andhea and Maharashtra that, even If gn!d In Punjab and, |umhhumk.u mmdlmpimluntorupidng hlllnwnhnlngpnplnnddnnbmdng cadre and his susplclon of all patential
Vidarbha, have been the form team of they don't have the teams to present a AAP'S Prashant ‘them out, However, an interview by HW rlvals. Far from rewarding loyalists, he
the Ran|i season, and earned thelr title sustained challenge, produce talented m-l platform Klshor,whohas established a new party News with veteran M.lmhllnurnlllll handed out Rajya Sabha nominations
shot after outright victorles over playerswho can starat the highest level, mhnulmlluﬂorlchmmm In Bihar, Kejriwal, munlmawnN Raju arbitrarily towealthy uncommitted
domestic heavywelghts Tamil Nadu and “Rarfik deleliza hiat ray be a feel acthvlst, Parulekar, who initlally Individuals, The B|P chi
Mumbal in the two knock-out rounds, Ing shared only by the most casual of has Its takers. party and getting elected as CM in just wrote Hazare's blogs, belbeves that Isnow out to demolish Kejriwal’s
They WEre ahead orlhe game In 'hnll: ericket Fans, whao are only iInterested in In fact, AAP's Delhi poll performance 13 months, vanquishing popular three- Kefriwal invited Anna, a respected but Image with the help of the state
I lyinthe stars rather than a genulne contest IsImpressive, considering Kejriwal's llmCMSlwIlnm‘luhllmuhMIun largely unknown gL ik hi d media
agalnst the defend harmy had v Bat and ball. The real connols anti-lncumbency factor and ather other Maharashtra, tojoln th bellevi Ind “Sheesh Mahal"and the
to endure some anxious moments as seurs of the game will always be inter drawhacks. While the BIP 1l ahweacl bt In all such he shooting stars aGandhlan ascetlc figure as a front ligquor scam scandals. Omly thme will
thee lower half of the Mumbal batting eated In what's happening at venues with 48 seats, compared to AAP's 22 dther inh thelr family bl fire up th ginatk tell whether David can rise once more
featuring the likes of Shardul Thakur, througheut the length and breadth of seats, the difference in vote percentage pnlnl.cal.lmcyormmll kenewn as ‘Whateverthe truth, most of the initial o slay the Gollaths,

Shams Mulanl, Tanush Kotian, Mohit

thisvast country.
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The Sunday Tvibune SPECTRUM

REFLECTIONS
India vs Pakistan, matchless

they refused to play another country in 10Cour
naments. In the 15806 Workd Cup, which Indiaancl
Pukistan co-hostec with Sri Lanka, wams fom
the West Incies and Australia had to concede
thelr rratches o nst Sei Lanka s tvey refused
w play in that country due to political masons.

healdly, Ineli | Pakistan masde a joint eam

T is that time once again when you are
aslaed to makesense of an India-Pukdstan
ericket encounter: It is a question that
challenges your understunding of histo-
ry, palitics, nationalism, commerce and
yes,ofthe sport itsell. No matter how much you
try W look st the Champlons Trophy dash
between thee two nations — lorn apart by &
loady patition more than seven decades ago
us justanother olcket match, you can't,

Just bke life itself. o sporting conlest
bsebween any bwo countries cannot be seenfina
vacuum. In this case, the two nations have
fought three violent wars, politically fought at
every international forum and after 2007, nev-
er played a bilateral ericlet series aguinst each
other, with India refusing to visit Pakistan for
almost two dhecades now.

Yeet, ericket they must play, even if it means
playing st aneutral venue, as the refusal to do
socould invite sandions when it comes to an
International Cricket Coundal (10C) event. In
the changing times when India holds undhal-
lenged control over international aricket poli-
tics because of the money it genertes from the
game, it can get away with any breach of rudes.
Ttis sopowerful that it foreed the 10C 10 ke an
unprecedented dedsion to et India play all its
Champions Trophy matches st Dubad, though
Pakistan are the hosts of the tournament, The
ericheting workd onder today hos no spoce for
Pakigtan’s peotest and all the time 1o sddres
India’s concerns. When money, sorry India,
& peaks, the workl Bstens.

I similar situathons in the past, nations had to
Torfeit their matches mnvd conoedle points when

to play Sri Lanka in solidarity with their islanc
nation neighbours, That was a bygone ena of
crichet polifics when the workd had just begun to
renlise the money-making potential of the game
im India becwuse of Ive television mnd India's
opening upofits economy. Pakistan may havwe
still been an enemy nation but in international
cricket polities, it was Indio’s fdendand o strong
ally. Unliler today, India’s eridket board was not
an esctination of the govemnment and had the
courige totake many decision s that the Indian
state may nol have liked

Just like life itself, a
sporting contest between
the neighbours cannot
be seen in a vacuum

From a purely oricketing perspective as well,
times have changed. Inclia are the powerhouse
of gheill as well, especially in the shorter format,
el Pukistan are strugeling Lo stay afloat, To put
it simply, Paksistan are no match for India and i
anewene to precict an Indian defeat on Sunchy,
even Pakdstanis would express disbebef and a
section of Indlians will dub you anti-national.

In this workd of hyper-nationalism and socal
mieclin troll army, noatalgia for thoee rich ancd
rewarding pust encounters between the now
nations would be adangerous territory to touch.
When politics prevenitiel the two nations from
playing in each other's country, aneutral venue
im Sharjoh was found in the 10808 to milk the
money-making opportunity the cricleting mal-
ry offered. Sharjah, a ting dot on the map of the

United Amb Emirates, became o lreeding
wround for the jingostic crowd of expats from
the two counltries l.tmwxvmﬂ hatred for
eachothes but cricket rivalry
eons and thirilli ngg Minishes.
In my own memory, some of the best
momentsof my reporting days are the three vis-
its 1 macke to Pakistan — 1067, 2004 and 2005,
The vast army of ericket fans that visited Pak-
istan will bear testimony to the love and affec
tion which prople showerad on us. Lahore was
mone Punjald than the Amiritsar [ had lived in
dhuring my school and college diys. [ts generos-
ity was touching and the desine for pesoe with
India hartwarming, The positive impact of
preogle-o: prople contact, which the then P me
Minister Atal Bihari Vijpayee encouragd in
2004, when telling the Indian tam 1o “sinf
wmacatich hi mahin dil bhi jeet ke cama” inol just
matches, win people’s hearts as well), was ovi
dent anywhere one wend in Pakistan. Al the
Lahore stadium whm: India lost thv Test
match, many F holkling
Indian Mlags and dheering the Indion team.
One had been witness to similar scenes in
Chennal in 1508 when Wasim Aloram's Pakistan
baat, Inctian and then took avictory lapwhile the
packed stadium gave them a stancding ovation.
In the past many years now, [ndia anc Pak-
istan have only played cach other in 10C tour-
naments, encounters which are few and far
between, Pakistan iz no longer the team it
onoe was and Incia look near invincible in
their deminance of the cricketing ekl Many
fans believe that Tncia-Pakistan matches are
now nothing but overhyped contests, though
there is little doubt they still generate televie
son revenues, media frenzy and a ot of
ammunition to social media warrors and the
fag-waving, chest-thumping nationalists,
And yet, given the hypercharged polities of
thie regrion anel what ericket means to the two
countries, i would be wrong to assume it is
just another aricket malch,

. B

Going bonkers
with bankers

AVAY SHUKLA

LIKE our Prime Minis-
ter or Mr Naroyana
Murthy, I donotlabour for
18 hours @ day, in fact, 1
chon ¥ laksouir at all — hav-

g todledd for 35 yoars, | have now left it
toothers Woclear oul the mess I've ore-
e during that perod. But this does-
o't mean [ don't put in many produc
thve hours every day — for, asthe L&T
chalrman never sabd “They also serve
whoonly standand stare." Deleting the
Touirs 1 spend in shoeping, and staring
ot Neerja, | do work for sbout four
hours every day at my office table,
which 1 picked up ot o Delhi chor
bosaar just before someone nicked my
wallel, But — ancd here's my grouse
el the trigger for this picce — about
twoof these hours are spent sorting out
smues with my banks.

‘This constitutes my dadly nightmare,
ol the digital kind All banks have now
goneondineand that has itsodvantages,
mpecially in e matter of withdrowing
oush through ATMs, making pay-
ments, opening FDs, de, through net-
banking, Beyond these, however, if vou
have an kssue like change of phone
number or mldiess, or suspect mrhl o

i
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Bumblebee, buzzing against the odds

Paseris Josan

HERES magic i watching

Himalayan meackows boom, as

fowers of myriad lours and

shapes sprout up on the grem grass

one the snows relent, I is within
this endearing tpestry of natuml beauty that
onie can make an acquaintance with bamide-
b, Mitti ng restles sy between blossoms, their
fuzzy bodies dusted in golden pollen, defying
the thin air and cold with o fervour that belies
lhm lrm'ulmv

are vital n the

Hnmlmwnd the Nmtu—m Ilrmaphm asa
Mulli-

sapecially
L A~ " 1t

of survive. These industrious insects exhibit
remarkable adaplafions that enalde them to
thrive in cokl, high-altitude ervironments,
One of the most intr guing aspects of bum-
l:u-l:«u ulh\-nr .ul:lhkv o fly despite having a
wing size. This
almrrnl paradox is resolved through their
unique Might mechanics, By rapidly Mapping
their wings in o figuneof-cight pattern, they
ereate litthe pockets of alr or vortices, that gen-
erate lift, which allows them to hover and nav-
igate efficiently in the thin air
“Their thick, insulating body hair, known as
‘pile’, helps conserve heat and inoreases the
surface area for pollen to stick tothelr bodiesas
they travel across nearly 6,000 flowers on a
favouratle day. Additionally, they possess the
ability toshiver their light muscles and gener-

threats from chmate
chan g oncd human acivithos, o i e v

ecosystems. Thelr robust bodies and long
tangues enable them to scoess nectar from a
varlety of fowering plants, induding those
that other pollinators cannot reach. Species
such as the Himalayan blue poppy and
Rhododendron mely heavily on bumblebee
pollination for reproduction.

Toslagy, bumnblebsees fce sever: threats from
climate change and human acthvities. Rising
temperatures are altering fowering times and
shrinking their suitabie habitats, while the per-
vashve use of pesticides threatens thelr popular
‘thons by directly cousing mortality or impuiring
foragring and navigation skills.

Theiractivity not only supports plant biodiver:
sity, but also sustaing the liveihoods of local

ate body heat, an v lithon for
many insects to be able to iy,

Bumblebees are among the most effective
pollinstors in the sub-alpine and alpine

Consider the cse of appde plantar
tions, where bumblebess, along with other

fanmers in some regions of China, and even in
the Western Himalgyan regions of Himachal
Praclesh and Uttarakchand, have been foroed o

pollinate the crops by hand, o tme-consuming
and labsourintensive process

The absenoe :ilauthnm in hahwlwh‘
Himaly hd trigger
ieal uilnm-. Without these pollinators, the
reproduction of many alpine plants woulkd be
:m-rcb' compromised, leadng o a decline in

d ty. This, in turn, 1 hesbi-
vores that depend on these plants for food sub-
sequently impacting the entire food web, while
albso acovkeruting soll erosion.

Protedting  bumblebees  requines  urgent
mction. By mestricting the use of harmiful pesti-
cldhim and promoting sustainable altematives,
such s organke farming and integmied pest
management, famers can proted. pollinators
and miintain twwir crop yields,

Equally important is the need for dedicated
research o better understand bumblebee ecal-
oy, behaviour and population dynamics in
w\klum Jevareness campadgns an also vital
in v that people urnd Land appre-
dlate the indispensabile yet sometimes hidden
role of bumblebees,

tisa cath hing bumble-
bees dance from bloom to bloom, their plump
bodies defying gravity with an energy that
seems bormowed flrom the sun el Some-
times, in o nectar-fuelled revelry, they get too
drunk and drowsy o continue, curling up
unconsdous insice Mowers Bke tiny, shomber-
ing pilgrims in nature's delicate inns.

Their ceaseless hum is not just the sound of
life h1 mokion, but a reminder of naturne's deli-

species like A am jolling
tore As # Ll fecline,

Pop afL L

, e Lhat we must protect.
— Thewriler ism oubdoor enthusiast

chebslt, o ch accounl, and!

eontad Uhe bank or its manager,or doa
KYC, then you need to gnd up your
loins, prepore for o fisw frustrating
weeks and long for the old days when

acup of tea with the Branch Manager
itk e your e wim sorbed oul ina cor-
chal manner. Not anymaore, These days,
you have to deal with an anonymous,
faceless, algonthmic monster cilled
Customer Servicoe, legal fiction which
vou e beed b bl beve exdsts O oe God)
bt actually doesnt (aguin, Bie God)

I have accounts in four banks, hav-
ing deckled to spread the risks when
they start ocollapsing whenever Mr
Addani decides to buy Cyprus of 5t
Kitts and move there with his trillions.
But, ginee it's now quite dear that he
s happy to stay in India and buy this
country instead, [ decided to dose two
of these sccounts before dementia
entehes upwith me and 1 fonget about
all of them. T've been waging o battle
with one of these banks for the last
manth o close one scoount. A Speed
Post letter to the BM has elicted no
acknowledgement — | suspect he is
also legal fiction and doesnt exist.
Three emails to Customer Servioe
e value our rdationship with you™)
haves elicited three iden thol responses,
sying it cant be done online and that
I should visit the branch with as many
popers as [earried W my UPSC inter-
view i years agn.

I pointed out that I am a senior cit-
en and should not be expected o
physically go to the branch which is
20 km oway: no response from the
beot it the other end, but 1 thought 1
eould heara snicker from the bank's

you that I'm from Hindu College?)

There are other missiles in e
armoury of Customer Servioe which
they unbeash in the wee hours of U
night One morning you 'l besuddenly
informed  that your basic savings
scoount hes been upgmded o Bur-
gundy or Platinum or Super Yalue,
which requires you to muintain o few
lakhs in your account at all times, on
pain of penalty charges. In refum, you
will get your own Relationship Manag-
or, free acvess o an Indigo aiport
lounge and o discount on meals ot o
fvestar restaurant. Tve tried telling
them that [ean manage my own rels-
thonships, thank you, and don't need
bl s varangg ngg them; that [ wouldn't
fy even if God gave me wings; that i
makes no sense o have bingani in o
hotd where Ms Sitharaman takes 28
per cmt of the food off the plate even
before I've had the first bite and Ser-
vioe Chargge takes 15 per cont of what's
left. The al gorithams are desigred not to
‘take o for an answer

Sorting out issues
constitutes my daily

nightmare, of the
digital kind

And then thew is the bane of our
digital lives — the KYC. Every onoein
o while we are aaked to meverify our
mug shols, fingerprints, acdresses
and telephone numbers. The public
sector banks, those remnants of the
dinosurs, insist that you physically
visit their branches to do so, even i
you are on the International Spacs
Statbon with Sunita Willlams. (Ind-
dentally, you now have to do this alsoe
for your FASTwe sus connection,
insumnoe polices, mutual funds, ete).
It doesn’t matter a whit that you've
hod an sccount with the bank for 40
years, or that it's a pension account
verified by the AG himself, or that
you've never, ever, defsulbed on a loan
or & aredit cand payment, or ever had
any dealings with Suresh the Con-
man, or Malbya or Choksi or Nirav
Modi While people like these gentle-
men are siphoning off thousands of
crores from the banks, we cannot
touch our owm moneys.

One cun't help bu.l feel that we are
rushingtoo fast intowholesale digital-
isation without adequately preparing
our personnel, prooesses and oulure
for it, just like Mr Gadkari with his

Sith

Ath

her GET Sometinves, onelongs for the
obder ways. [ recollect my dad, after
retiremen t in Kanpur, used tovisit his
‘bank branch two or three tmes every
week, have a gossip session with the
BM, get tipson investments, encasha
cheque or two over tea and aloo ki
tikdcis, and mturn home a satisfied
customer. He died of old age, not the
effects of dealing with Customer Ser-
vice and Digital India. Me, I'll proba-
bly die of an embolism caused by a
Customer Service algorithm.
I'mconsidering closing all my bank
acoounts, withdrawing the funds and
Roing mmuumlupu.nh my village

URL. The account is still not dosed.
Tthink I shall bequeath it in my will
o someone | detest, preferably a
‘Bhakt', or some dandy from St
Stephen’s College (do 1 meed to tell

3 he's me an
m.nuul nwrmﬂpu:ml (no TDS, of
couirse), which is more than what these
‘bans give, Problem is, he wants meto
o KYC too!

— Thewriler isa fimmer IS officer

Kartukeya of Punjab, and the southern Kartikeya

‘the state of Punjal

of Achalesthwar Mahadev ot Gur
hasgprur, while in nearly Horyona is the
temple of Pehowa ot Kurukshetro
Vhat connects these two sites is thelr
association with Kartikeya, the mighty son
of Shivaand Parvatl. Kartikeya is nolonger
a widely worshipped deity in North Inclia,
bt he remains extremely popular inTamil
Nuwdu, where he s venerated as Murugan,
‘iubnmmm Lru- Trigghi jewel.
“Hartikeyain hi
tory appear on the coins of the Yaudheyas, a
warriorclan that oncecontrolled the

d by the collab-
1numd‘nw wocks o kill the demon Tara-
e, Hewas colled the son of the hermit- god
Shiva and his consort, Shakti Later. in
Puranic times, 1 500 years ago, the elephant-
headed Ganesha also cume to be dentified
with Shiva and Shakti, In artworks, from
1,000 years ago, we find Shiva's family
depictedon tem plewalls: Shiva, Shakti and
their two sons — Kartikeya, with his spear
and peacock, and Ganesha with his stylus
muade of tusk and hisinkpot, liter linked to
sweets (modak).

But there was strife in this family. The ath-
letic Kartileya was overshadowed by his

region, which ame over 2200 years old. Kar

azy also on the coins of Audum-
buaur b rgs, whio controlbed the hilly parts of
Punjab, near Puthankot, 2100 years ago.
Thiis suggos b that Kart ey was amon g the
earlieat deities worshipped in the Punjab
regghon, dating back to Mauryan times, He
was called Mahasena, the great divine com-
mander of divine armies, and much
admired by soldiers of the reggon.

In Mahabhamita, composed 2,000 yeans

pulent and cerebral youn ger brother. In
storkes, in the race to go around the workl
three times, Ganesha won, as he smartly
went mound his paents, diclaring they
wre sjaAtually his whole workd, Kastileya,
who few amund the mater al relm of thiee
worlds, was sidelined. Wives ware given to
Ganesha, Ganesha's name began to be tak-
en first in rituals, since he was seen as the
embodiment of smat work, one who

UNIVERSE

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

removes obstacles.

Kartiloeyn was angry with his father, and
left Mount Kailash. Kartikeya wos also
angry with his mother When he killsd all
thi: dimnons, and helped Indra regadn con-
trol over paracise W wangal, all women went
o Shakth and expressed their fear of Kar-
tikeya's violent masculine energy. He was
seen s the embodiment of fery Mars. He
was the creator of martyrs and widows. The

wornen feared he would, ke o mamuding
conquerar, dismspeet them, So, to protect
themsehes, whenewr Kartileryn
approached, they would aoquine his moth-
er's face. So all women appeared like Shak-
ti to Kartikeya. He realised he could never
see any woman erlically or romantically.
So, he coukd never marry. Futious, he left
Kailash, refusing tomeet hismother.
Kartikeya tore away his skin and bumi it
atopa mountain (Krunach, in Utarkhand ).
Flaving bumt his skin, Kartikeya suffered, At
the Achaleshwar ke, he tathed At PFehowa,
he stuncls in o temple wheme no woman is
lkomyent ancl oilis pored on his image
Shiva tried to pacfy himat Achaleshy

smge, Bakknath, In Tamil Nadu, the
mountaing of Palni ane soid to have been
Lrou ght from the Noeth by Rishi Agastya,
with the help of the Asura Hidimbe, on the
ostdersof Parvati, who wan bed to ensure her
son dic not miss his mountain home, In
Tmil temmples, Kartikeya bs called Muru-
gan, He is o warior god and o romantic
o, with twowives: Devasena, caughter of
the celestial Inadra, and Valli, dughter of o
Jocal mountain tribe. In Tumil temples,
Ganeshais not married. He is the seribe of
sges, interested in intellectual matters. So
the Ncrlh.-m Kartikeya, though related, is
1y very diff

Southern M

but. failed Shakti tried to pocify him ot
Pedvon, but fidled.

Kartikeya biscami the first woman-shun-
ning Hinds o Nath, wh his

sh Flaiming

by
skin. He stays eternally a hq.' (Kuman),
“This is why some people In '.‘!unuchnl and

In the Decoun megions, no woman enters
any Kartikeya-Swami temple, for fear he
gy cnuse the death of thelr hushands in
war. In Bengal, Kutikeya is shown as a vir-
b aned hamdsome youth, who enjoys refined
lemures lke a cultured man. These many
foems of Kartibesya are o reminder of how

A flukd Elirschiksm |

Punjab ecquate th g boy-god
Kartikeya with lh peacock-riding boy-
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Comics have always been on the social radar, and Allahbadia row has only re-ignited the debate on limits of free speech

N oA SiveH

ILL the other day, hewas social

media's blueeyed boy Today,

he i everybody's pet peeve,

dubbed as Internet's most dis-

gusting outcome. Ranveer
Allahbudia's com ments on Samay Raina's
YouTube show 'India’s Got Latent’ have
not anly outraged the ‘morally superior’,
bt it seems the Suprems Court too, While
granting Allahbadia intesim relief from
arrest, the apex court has bashed him
almost as il onewould reprimand a schoal
bay, Ondy, the ohservations perhaps have
far-reaching consequences

Even before the court ohserved, “There is
something very dirty in his mind that has
been vomited baway of this progmmme”, he
hadl already been labwelled a pervert by volu-
ble TV anchors, There is no denying that
Allahbadia's comments were both unfunny
and distasteful and be is no comic either.
Only, it's not the first time the que:
‘where society shoulddrawthe e between
free speech and vulganty' mbsed by the
two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has
found traction. Comics h been on the
social mdar almost coinciding with their ris-
groph of populanty. ‘Mind your dirty lan-
! the universal oy of the morml
brigade, invariably finds an echo. Back in
2015, the All India Bakchod (AIB) came
under fire for its masting ways and found
iselamid a barmge of eritbasm aswell asa
target of several FIRs.

Kl K, too, has been in the eye of
the storm for vocalising his anti-establish-
ment views. Vir Das’ inte igent humour has
on the right side of the right
g, His “Two India’ speech became o con-
venient tool to bash him and question his
nationalizm. Till e won an Emmy Intema-
thonal and silenced his aitics. he was anoth.
eraneof trolls” favourite whipping boys.

Dioes humour have its Bmits? Yes, say not
wonily the easily-provoked Esteners whosuffer
fromi herd mentality, but o whale lot of
comics too. Comedy is not just serious busi-
ness but o sored one, not to be trifled with'
i the collective response of many in the busi-
ness of lwughter “The humour that sails on
the ors of alsuses and vl ganity s no come
dy ot all,” asserts Sunil Pal, comedian and
wetor Winner of “The Greot Indion Laughter
Challenge 2005, he even goes on Lo call
stanchup comics who employ  short-cut
wsures of ohsoenity s nudity (o fame as
* hbankaar' and not kalakear’ .

“The first thought that comes to mind is
that it's certainly not comedy. Humour, like
any other a, requires hondng and sharpen-
ing,” feels yel another popular comedian,
Jaswant Singh Rathore, who leam?t the art
of comic timing from his gun, Chacha
Ranerka Fam. Blessed with an i fur
bone, noted comedian and actor Gurpreet
Ghug@ goes one step further and argues,
“I you are a performer, you ou
the syllabus of comedy and can't go beyond
the limits presaribed by iL" Just as the
licence to drive is not one tokill, he believes
pression i nol o permit
all hail the humour of
mien like the ke hurnourtst Jaspal Bhatti
and point out how efforlessly he minted
satire with rib-tickling barbs, exposing sock
etal flavs but not once crossing lhuhm‘

Sanjay Hegde, senior advocae re
Court, however, observes, “What peaple for
get is that it's not scoeplable speech which
rlﬂum s protection, but one which is unae
He reiterates the words of
e, " disapprve of whal you sy, bt |
chefiend to the death your right to sy it
What * rigghts of those
we perceive are not in alignment with our
thought process, as a nation, arewe proneto
selective outrmge, and that too way out of
proportion at times?

Could the hullabaloo
become reason enough
to further curtail the
rights of artistes?

Ranveer Allahibsdia has been facing a
backiash since his comments on Samay
Raina's YouTube show ‘India’s Got Latent”.

Paliticians often get away with murder In
by ke Uhe st chs
ot wormen, religion, and
even justify hanous orimes like rope and
oflen utter the meprehensible. Hegde
remincs, " But then, we don't like to take on
the powerful” Astists, on the other hand, are
on easy trget. Is only blaming them for our
moral depravaty like missing the woods for
e trees™ Many paint fingers o the new arop
of stand-up comics for trivialising humour
But filmrraber Anees Bazmee, whohas ghven
ey ankaugh notcomedios, states,
@ tadensted bunch.” He dr
talent and wiiting of many like Varun Grover
Fuaruqui. Yis, the same Fuucui
arrester] for @ jobee he nevertold.

Should religion and sex be taboo in
humour? While Bazmee does not defend

Allahbadio, vet he adds, “Sex is a natural
lhun. 80 \\h\ can't it be a subject for

JokesT" However, i8's not just the Hindut-
va bri gace that believes the Indian culture
is unlike the Western, where imeverent
humour is a norm. Even many comics
argue, “Western parameters of comedy
can't beapplied to our sodety. We Indians
are emotional people and our sentiments
e casily bt Our job s not toenrage bat
providle suocour.” Hegde argues how by its
very nature, the art of humour lies in its
shock value. No doubt, freedom of speech
has Emits and the Constitution itself Lays
down restrictions, but he coutions, “These
can't be used to eat away the rights”

ot kel the preseent hial latakoo then beoome

reason enough o further curtail the rights of

artistes™ Rathore shares how aach e they
do a shew for a channel, many dos and
don’ts are handed out. “There isawhole list
of words we can't use and people (powers
that be) we can't moake fun of” Could the
Rana-Allshbadia incident further pare
down what they can say? Could this be an
infletion point where comies will have to
mind thelr comedy and bear the conse-
quences of not toeing the soc
line? Surprisingly, Ghugei asserts, “Tt could
be o cleansing moment for comedy and
while some comics coukd aufler individual
by, the cause of comedy will bea gainer”
Heggde, however, believes, “People Hie
Dhruv Rathee and Ravish Kumar could
become the real victims of the Allahbadia
controversy.” Singer Vishal Dadlani is not
alone in thinking that the uproar over
Allahbasdia could becorme a ruse forcontrod-
ling online content and pushing the Broad-
custing Services (Regulation) Bal, 2024
Never mind that Internet is ungovemable
and even ‘walled gordens' can't quite
work in this realm. Ghuggi, all for prescrib-

ing limits, agrees that measures for uncen-
sored Internet content will not be easy to
devise, Bazmee anyway is a volary of ¢
ative freedom. Busywriting a sequel to his
bughw-minute comexdy ‘No Entry’, he
believes there is a censor within him “and
in all of us, which we shoulkd pay heed to”,
For nosw, even the Central government has
asked the OTT platforms to follow age-
based classi fication and selfregulation,

The debabe on freedom and limits is ot
new. Noam Choms by, social eritic and lin-
guist, onee said, Tf you're in froourof free
chomof speech, that means you e in favoural
Jreedom of speech precise by for the views you
dhespiae." British politician Winston Churchill
remarked, ‘Hoard y o day poses without free
spevch being extolled, but some people’s iden
of it & that they ane froe to say what tey like,
it iff amyone sy anything bock, that isan
outmege.” Somewhere bitween these two
ontrasting viewpoints Bes the need W be
mindfiul and sagscious in not only what we
say, but how we react and respord
nsense begetting an equally nonsenss-
«al response is as regrettable, Besides, as
Hegde avers, "Afterall, one whosays nothing
stupid will not s hing profound
either lence can be golden, provided
“progle choose it of thelr own volition, but
they ca't be silenced into subrrissios”

For now, Raina and Allahbadia join the
long list ofthese facing infamy not only by
jons of media and public, but
also the peaking before thinking is
possibily a transgression but not an unpar
donable aime a sincere apology won't
cover up. Or time, American satirist Lenny
Bruce, labelled a ‘ack comic’ in his hfe
time, went on to earn the number-three
spot on the list of the 100 greatest stand-
ups of all time’, Pay heed to what he said.
“The ‘what should be’ never did exist, but
peop be keep trying ve up fo it There is

select sec

o ‘whet should be', there isonly what is

Every death by suicide has a different story to it. Acommonthread is the absence of helping hands along the way

Tanr SiviiE SEvGa

225 A university student is
finend dead in Hamana. In Odisha, a
20-per-old student from Nepal is
finend dieacd i hoer hosted room. Death by
muicide is mepectid in both the omes
2024 17 lives last in Kota coaching
institutes alone
Aweek back, a panent fand a note
thevt sevied, “Sovry, mummy and pape
Ploxse forgrive me. [ couldnt make it
Oy jorrmey together ends hewe. Don't
ey You both gnve me imm
couldn't fulfl your drean
weeer-old wasdistressed ¢
performance in JEE,

N 2010, a study revealed that
India's suidde rate was higher
than the world average, with the
most number of cases in the 1529
age group. Cut to 2024, and another
report highlighted the sharp increase in
suidde mtes in the young popu lation,
Over the last two deades, student sud-
cides have increased by sboul 4 per cent
per annum on an avemnge. In the kst 10
years, the rate has risen o 7 per cent. We
have to keep inomind that stigmea and legal
constraints lead to the underreporting of
suscickes; inall likelihood making these sta-
tistics much kower than the actual figues
h by suicide is not o problen that cn
chregsed by alist of neatly drsm-up tips.
It is not soemething that hae just sprung up.
From hushed conversations to loud outeries
all are short-lived noises that attempt to
ass ign blame. And then we all move on. The
fact is that each year, we lose more young
oo to suicide than the rest of the workd.
We are quick to scan an article for proba-
bile causes and then let out a sigh of reliel
masked by shock and fleeting grief — that

ety o helpa L
together. So, when alife
is snuffed out like this, it should
rely labelling it as an ou
parental pressure, academic
failed relationship, or
ing. It is m collective societal fuib e,

Ambika Singh, psychoanalytic psy
whotherapistat Family Tree, and author of
‘Interruptions in [dentity: Enpaging with
picidality Among the Indian th',
points out that everytime an incident gets
reported, we are jolted by the fiscts and fig-
ures, only for the headlines to be replaced
soon afler “We are living in o workl that is
not very connected. Suicidality and self-
harm are a relational problem. Unless we
achdress that at a deeper level, we will be
just repeating the cvele,” she adds.

A conversation with university students
mevealked that although many institutions
have support systems in placeon paper they
are often llequipped to handle the issues

reaction to bully

Talk to your child, your
students — listen as you
would like to be heard

faced by the youth. A woerying, and rarely
discussed, issue is the rise in substance use,
including mediana
sances [ike doohol, m
seen 50 many friend,
et over mental he
know ifits b s they couln 't talk about
+ kssuies, oF bemse nobody was listen
says a fourth-year student lending
“The most common reason is nok
having anyone to turm to. The fer of being
Judged or harmsed if we tilked about what
we are going tuough, The that no one
wall understand what we are going through”™
says i second-year student in Ddhi

Social media has it her complicated the
s tuntion, with relationships now moving

online, reducing opportunities for real-
world communication. Young minds also
ruin the riskof falling in the loop of fecling
vastly insdequate in comparison to the
perfect lives portrayed in 30-semnd reels
being pushed by social media platforms.
The bottom line is that our children are
struggling. W have been window-dressing
the problems with halfhearted policy
changes, protecting them from failures or
simply looking theotherway inthe name of
it being o ‘teenage phase’, There could be
a million reasons someone to take the
esdreme step — from beingbullied for their
casteorskin colour, to scademic pressure of
sevene mental health sinuggles. Every life
that ends has o di fferent story. However, the
oommon thread is the absenoe of helpng
hands along the way, From schools 1o col
leges on the academic front, and from fam-
Hies to fiends on the personal front — every
child needs at least one adult that the:
tirn to, talk to, confide in. This is much
more complex than it seems. 1t takes a vil-
lage to raise a child. Children can develop

the emotional skills requined o navigate
erises if they have trustworthy, non-judge
mental adults who listen to them and sup
port them through their formative years, L
eould be a teacher, a parent or friends they
rely on as adults. However, as a parent, lis-
tening should not to be confused with per
missiveness o being a friend tothe child.

Achild needs the parent to do just what
their role entails — to be a parent, not a
Friend. A friendly approach is vastly dif fer-
ent from an attempt to become o s
buddy, S0, while consistent discipline
needs to be in place, the a pproach should
be inclusive, Having said that, building
disdpline doesn't take away the need for
a parent o truly listen and try to under
stand the work] as the children seeit.

We cannot understand what young peo-
ple are going through ifwe view their prol
lems through a generational lens that no
longer fits, We need o remove those oul
dated fikers, hold their hands and give
them the space to express themselves
There will be times when we fail to under
stand, but that does not mean we @ up
or belitthe the
mountable to them. It simply means that
we must relentlessly seek and create
TESOUr to help them — whether in the
form of 8 comemuni ppist, or both,

The: headbines will fade, but the pain
B Lost will haunt those families brever Y,
the issue will not resolve itself until we, as a
society, Takeresponsiahity, Talk wyour chikd,
your students a8 you would like to
be heard. See them. Understand them. Be
t the sarme from them,
Our young ones are reflecting pain, loneli-
ness and helplessness, Ifwe don't step up
now, wewill remui nnothi ng more than mute
spectatons oa steadily A sing graph.

— The wriler is an author and
professor of paychology

ismues that seem insur

empathetic ifyou
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Fluctuating knowledge, skill,
and attitude of civil servants

“Training for Ethics in Administration’ is challenging

Vanam Jwaia Narasiins Rao

E role of civil servants in good
Tlnm:lmm'r has aheays been a
subject of scratiny, and in recent
Nimses, concerns about thelr fluctuating
Rivowledge, dll and attitude have gained
prominence. imrespective of the bitter-
mess in observation of Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy on civil serv.
ants, especialy on the young bureaucrats,
subily suggestirg change in their thought
process. Heant of bearts, many in society,
i their Innermeost folings, strongly agree
with him. Such an observation may be
contentious, but they reflect o broader
concern about the evolving ethos of civil
service, Fluctuations in competence, ethi-
«al standands, and professional commit-
et of civil servants need tobe analysed
by drawing parallels with other demo-
cratic countries.

Whille working at Dr MCH HRD Insti-
nste a8 a Faculty Member theee decades
ago and being in charge of coordinating
Arabnkng of seven batches o f Waslstant Cel-
Rectors Under Training (ACUT)' (Proba-
tionary IAS Officers allotted 10 entwhile
Andhra Pradesh), | experienced many
imteresting aspects of ¢nil service, Fur.
iher, having closely observed their lagical
aroer progressbon, qualitative and quan-
Nitative cwl.tihlim?:bar«ru ‘ncﬂ?gt'k
fiew') as well as unstinted commitment
iin shaping the state with their initistives,
1 differ sharply with Revarth Reddy's ob-
servalhons.

However, on witnessing also chascly
many off the “Young Buresucrats” lacking
i knowledge, shill and atitide required
1o discharge their functions, the obser.
vations made by OM Revanth Reddy
are certanly valid. When training was
identified as a priority area during CM
Chandrababu Naida time, a ‘Commit-
ment Secking' three-day ‘Orientation to
Management of Training (OMOT) mod-
ke was designed, developed, and imple-
menbed fior about 150 senior and (then)
junior 1AS, IPS Officers at D MCR HRD
Institute. ‘Governing for Results (GFR)'
program for Civil Servants 10 identify
"Change Agents” in governance was also
organised. These programmes with which
Twas associated in organizing, yiekded sg-
mificant resubts, A thought may be given
for such programmes comtextualising the
surrent seenario.

Hitherto, either in LESNAA Academic
sesslons In Policymaking, Land Manage-
ment, Soft Skills, Project Management,
emance .,
or during the district training with their
homse cadres, the focus of civl servants
irainkng by and large has been on knowl-
edge and kil but scldom on attitade. The
“MNational  Traiming Policy’ emphasized
the need for Attitadinal Training and
Reorientation’ in changing organizational
antbiance to help the ‘Civil Servants’ ap-
preciate the Tmperatives of Democratic
Sosiety’ and helping in building up High
Standard of Integrity, Chara ter, and Pro-
bity" in prokessional life. Precisely this i

Training for Ethics in Administration’ which will
provide ‘Right Attitude and Direction’ to determine effectivenass
of an individual is essential. Growing preoccupation with self-
interast which implies lust for wealth, power, recognition, and

erosion of work ethic is al

ing. ‘Commitment, R

ibitity,

Responsiveness, and Accountability’ is slowly languishing.
Unethical collusions, and host of favers of different kinds by Civil

Ser

s
becoma

ntas roported in media, leading

to erosion in the people’s trust in Civil Servants both at *Higher
Levels' and in Young Bureaucrats'

where, the observation of CM Revanth
Reddy regarding ‘Change in Thought Pro-
oess of Civil Servant’ becomes significant,
“Training for Ethics in Admindstration’
which will provide ‘Right Astitude and
Direction’ 10 determine effectiveness of
an individual is essential. Growing preoc-
cupation with self-interest which implics
hast for wealth, power, recognition, and
erosdon of work ethle is alaming Com-
mitment, Responsibility, Responsiveness,
and Accountability’ is showly languishing,
Uncthical collusions, and host of favers
of different kinds by Civil Servants have
become rampant as reported in media,
leadingg bo erasion in the peoples trust in
Civil Servanits both at ‘Higher Leveld and
in "Young Burcascrats!

This, we seldom see in the two largest
democracies UK and USA. In UK the civ-
Hservice ks structured to uphald Weutral-
iy, Accountability, and Professional [ne

Service Fast Stream
ain future leaders,
cmphasizes ‘Ethics, Strategic Thinking,
and Adaptability! The UK's Civil Service
Code enshrines values of honesty, integ
rity. objectivity, and impartialiy, reinforc-
g an ethical framework that is crucial for
governance. UK Civil Servants undergo
specialined training in leadership, public
administration, and policy analysis which
align closely with ‘Geoverning for Results
(MCRHRIY) imitiative but place a stronger
emphasis on ethical deckston-making and
attitudinal iransformation.

Political appoint ments often infleence
buncaicratic functioning in USA, unlike
the UK and Indlia, where civil servants
enjoy more continuity and constinstional
protection. In both India and the UK,
training policies emphasize the need for
attitudingl reorentation. The UK experk:
e hghlights the importance of 'Ethical

Trabning Modules incorporated at multi-
ple stages of an officer’s carcer. Indids Na-
tional Training Policy” acknowlodges this
bust requires stromger implementation.
The UK's appraach 1o public sector ethics,
including independent aversight bodics.
sich as the ‘Commitiee on Standards in
Public Lifé serves as a modkl that Inia
could adapt to reinforce cthical govern-
ance

Political boses before blaming Civil
Servants bock, stock and barrel need in-
trospection. Formser Prime Minkter Atal
Bihari Vagpayee in February 1999 addres-
g the National Developnsent Council’
mmn\s said People often perceive the

menl’ was adopted in the Conference
of Chiel Ministers held on May 24,
1997, which among others inchaded,
improving the performance and integ-
rity of the Civil Service, and stability of
Chvil Servanty’ tenures.,
The conference noted thai people- lrbend
Iy and effective administration depends
on ceansing of civil services at all levels,
adherence to ethical standards, commite
ment to basic principles of the Constitu-
thon, and dlear undersianding of the rela.
tiorhip regulating the polaticians and the
il servants,

O™ Revanth Reddys neferemce 1o
“Yourg Buresucrats’ densands hosest fur-
ther probing. Formation of new districts
provided bigger roles 1o young 1AS of-
ficers carlier than expected. For nany of
them with their inexperienced approach
o matters of importance, and inadequate
training on best practices it became ‘At-
titudinally Difficult’ to adjust with ever-
changing sockal conditions and palitical
equations. Patel described *Steel Franse of
the Country’ 1AS Offscers, after orthodox
training in LBSNAA will undergo District
Training in their allotted states before
posted as Sub-Collectors ina sub division,

From Sub-Collector they becanse joint
Callector, or ITDA Project Direciors, and
after seven of elght years [Now four-five
years) become the District Collector, a
plvotal as well as Most Soaght after Poss-
tion' Afer serving as District Collcton
For about a decade they move to capital
either for secretariat or department or
PSU posting or deputation 1o center,
Promotion ks based on senlority:. Postings
depend on Indeiduals calber, capabili-
thes, and proximity to the political boss,
“The Best Position’ to reach will be that of
"Chief Secretary” For this senbority b Not
the only Criteria’ Once they leave the dis-
trict, For the rest of the career, no direct
contact with filed work unfortumately.

@ an ‘Wl ol ‘l tati
rather than provider of servioe. lﬂmrm
and arbitrary transfers combined with
limited effect are harming the work ethic,
and lowering the morale of the bonest of-
fcers, While expesting discipline and dili-
gence from the ad ministration, the politi-
call exceutive should sl ertically review
its own performance, Unless we do this,
we may not vegain credibaity bn the eyes.
of the 3

The ith Five-Year Plan Approach pa-
per mentionid that the government must
ensure the lorg-ierm affordablliiy of the
civil service, and it must enforce proce-
dures for rewarding and promoting merit
and discipline to strengthen accountable
and perormance quality, Warback in
1962 fsell VT Krishnamachari a distin.
puished Chvil Servant, recommended for
the expansion of the Indian Administra-
tive Service cadre to meet the needs of
ceonomic and social development and
Inclusion of courses in rural development
al LBSMAA,

When 1K Gujril was Prime Min-
ber an Action Flan with nine points
for ‘Effective and Resporsive Govern-

The scceleratend canver progression of
“Young Burcaucrats’ has presented both
Oppontunities and Challenges. ‘Shift
from Probationary Roles 1o Declsion-
Making Posithons” in a short span is like a
‘Future Shock” requiring enhanced train-
ing in Knowledge, Skill, and Anitude.
The "Continuous Professional Develop-
il progrars, smilar to the UK Civl
Service-Learning framework, emphask
st be “Ethibcs and Anitude”

Civil Servants’ Fluctuating  Knewd-
edge. Skill and Anitude §s a4 concern,
necessilating  Sysenatke  Approach
to Training' Noawithstanding  Politi-
cal Accountability, Civil Servants must
be exposed to Robust Elhical Training,
Structured Mentorship, and clearly de-
fined Career Progression Policies. 'Build-
ing An Ildeal Governance Model' that
priotizes Ethial Administration’ for
‘Right Attitude” and other competencies
is essential. Integrating best practices, de-
weloping ‘Code of Ethics’ and Role Modd
Senlor Burcaucrats and Politicians, ena-
bling "Young Burcaucrats’ to become effi-
chent administrators and steadfast guard.
Bans of public trust s indipensable.

Glacier ice loss at alarming levels

Glaciers Lost '3 Olympic Swimming Pools Per Second" Since 2000

Tessica Connrry

AN international science project
on Wednesday published a study
fin the journal Nature showing
that glaciers have bost an average
of 273 billson msetric tons of ke
aneually since 2000—depleting
ireshwater  resources, diriving
seabevel rise, and underscoring
the nead for swerping global
action to significantly rodwsoe
plamet-keating pollution.

The Cilacier Mass Balance [n-
Rercomparison Exercise (GlaM-
BIE) team  compiled  major
studies 1o estimate global mas
change from 2000, when gla-
ciers—encluding Antarctica and
Greenland’s  ice  shects—held
about 1 billion  metric
Rons of ke, o 2023,

The rescarchers found that
during that period, the world
Tont 5% of all glacier ice, with
regional ksses for the full two
decades ranging from 2% on
the Antarctic and Subantare-
tk fslands, to 39% in Central
Europe. That's & loas of 6,542
hillion metric tons total or 373
billion metric tons per year, “the
wquivalent of three  Olymphc
swimming pools per second,’
mated France's National Certer
o Scientific Research (CNRS).

Glaciobogist Michsel Zemp,
wha co-led the study, sald In a
statemnent that the annual fig:
e “amounts to what the entire
global  populstion  corsumes
i 30 years, assunting three lit-
ers per person and day.” “Every
ferth of a degroe wanming that
we avokd saves us money, saves
wi lives, sves s problems.”

Abhough the researchers high-
lighted the annual average, they
also emphasired that the rate of
ghacier i loss “increased signifi-
cantly” from 231 billion metric
tons annually during the first
half of the study period to 314
billion metric tors per year in
the second hall In other words,
the amount of ice being lost
surged by 36% between the two
ranges,

Zemp, a professor at Switzer-
land's University of Zurich and
director of the World Glacier
Monitoring Service, toklAgence
Framce-Presse that the findings
are “shocking” and wamed that
many smaller glaciers “will not
survive the peesent cemtury.”
Sacphen Plummer, an Earth ob-
servation applications scienist
at the European Space Agency,
said that “these findings are not
ondy crucial for advancing our
scientific understanding of glob-
al glacker changes, but also pro-
wide a valuable baseline to help
reghons address the challenges of
managing scarce freshwater re-
sources and coniribute io devel-
aping effective mitigation strate-
gics 10 combat rising sca bevel”

The ice loss over the GlaMBIE
stdy's Bull timelire bed 1o about
18 mm or 0.7 inches of sea-bevel
rise. The rescarchers projocted
future bosses that kead 1o 3267
ma, or 1.26-2.6 inches, of sea-
level rise by 2040,

We are facing higher sea-
bevel rise untl the end of this
century than expected before,”
Zemp told AFF, referring to the

Although the researchers highlighted the annual
average, they also emphasized that the rate of glacier
ice loss "increased significantly from 231 billion
metric tons annually during the first half of the study
period to 314 billion metric tons per year in the secend
half. In other words, the amount of ice being lost
surged by 36% between the two ranges

lateut projection from the Unit-
ed Natioas  Inlergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). “You have 1o reduce the
greenhouse gas emissions, it ks
as simple and s complicated as
that,* Zempsald, “Every tenth of
a degroe warming that we avoid
saves us money, saves us lives,
saves s probloms.”

The GLMBIE project man-
ager. Samuel Nussbaumer, simi-
larly 1old Oceanographic, that
“our observations and recent
modeling studies indicate that
ghacier mass boss will comtinue
and possibly accelerate until the
end of this century” which ui-
derpins the TPCCs “call for ur-
gent and comcrete actions b re-

duce greenhouse gas entisbons

and associaled warmirg bo limit

the impact of glackr wastage on

hazards, regional fresh-

water availability, and global sea-
el rise”

The feam's findings were
relessed during the UNs In-
ternational  Year of Glackers'
Preservation and the Decade
of Adion for Cryospheric Sdi.
ences—and they “will feed Into
the next [PCC report, due in
2029, according to CNES, Sd-
enlists from around the world
who were nol involved with the
study were alamed by s reve
elations —which comse after the
hottest year in human history
and amdd humandty's fallure to

curk planet-heating emissions,
lamgely from fossil fuels.

Martin Siegert, a professor al
the United Kingdom's Univer-
shiy of Exeter, sald i a statemsent
that “this research is concerning
to us, because it prodicts fur-
ther glacier boss, which can be
considered like a ‘canary in the
coal mine' for ke sheet reaction
o ghobal warming and far more
sealevel rise this cemtury and
beyond. The IPCC indicates 0.5
| meters this century—but that

A real-world marketplace
for future entrepreneurs

D R Rave Kusan

N February 17, 2025,

as [ stepped into Nu-
maish for its final day, the
energy in the alr was clec-
tric, The place was buzzing
with  excitement—families,
students, and entreprencurs
filled the sprawling exhibi-
tion grounds, making the
most of the last few hours.
The scene feli nothing short
of a grand festival, much
like the legendary Kumbh
Mela, .auﬂf bangaining.
the aroma of delicious street
food, and the sight of count-
less stalls selling everything
from handcrafted iems to
cutting-cdge gadgets—it was
an experience like no sther.

As the curtains fell on this
year’s edition of Numaish, 1
could not help but wonder-
what makes this event so
special? What does it truly
offer 1o students and aspir-
ing entreprencurs? Beyond
sﬂm“wng and entertainment,
Numaish has been a treasune
trove of learning. network-
i, and business inspiration.

A Legacy of 84 Years

Numaish Masnudt-e-
Mulki (translated as ‘Exhi-
bighon of Local Products &
Crafts’) has been an integral
part of Hyderabad's cultural
and  economic  landscape
since 1938, It began as a
small initiative by the Osma-
nia Graduates Association
and was supported by Sir Ak-
bar Hydari and Nizam Mir
Osiman Ali Khano The first
edition, held ar Public Gar-
dens, had just 50 sualls By
1946, it was shifted to its cur-
rent location at the Exhibi-
tiom Grounds near Nampally
Raibway Station. Owver the
years, Numaish has grown
it a massive event, with
nearly 2000 stalls represent-
ing businesses, artisans, and
entrepremeurs  from  across
India.

A Platform for Learning
and Entreprencurship: What
makes Numaish unigue is
its ability to bring together
business, culure, and edu-
cation under one roof, The
exhibition offerss an incred-
e opportunity for studenis
and aspiring entreprencurs
to gain real-world insights.
From marketing strateg)
customer behaviour, p
models fo sales techniques-
there is so much 10 learn
simply by observing the
transactions and interactions
at different stalls,

With participation from
povernment  departments,
public sector undenakings,
multinational - corporations,
and local businesses, Nu-
maish s a hub of economic
activity. It directly and indi-
rectly provides employment
o neardy 18000 to 20,000
people. making it a cruckal
contributor to the local econ-
omy,

The Exhibition Socetys
Role in Education: Managed
by ihe Exhibition Socety,
Numalsh is more than just a
commercial event, The Soci-
ety cstablished in 1938, has
been instrumental in pro.
moting  industrial growth
and supporting small busi-
nesses. Over the decades, it
has expanded its contribu-
s b exlucation by [unqu
and ing Heducat

is with a 66% coaimy—hence
113 chance it could be hi
under “arong warming, which
unfostunately is the pathway we
are on presently.”

Andrew Shephend, 8 profes-
sor at Northumbria Univer-
dity, another UK. institution,
explained that “glcier melling
has two main impacts: it causes
sealeve rise and it disrupts the
waler supply in rivers that are
fed by mltwaber.”

“Around 2 billion pecple
depend on meltwater drom gla-
clers and so their retreat is a big
problem for society—it's not just
that we ane bosing them from ous
landscape, they arean important
part of our daily Tves” he said,
“Even small amsounts of sea-level
rise matter because it leads 1o
misre frequent coastal flooding,
Every centimeter of sea-level
rise exposes. another 2 million
people to annual fooding some-
wheze on our planet.”

(Conrtesy:  hitpsslfwwwcom-
mondronosong;  Writer & @
senior editor and stafl writee for
Carston Drsitens )

institutions in the backwand
areas of Telangana, benefit-
g around 30,000 students
cach year,

I facy, the revenue gen-
erated from Numaish plays
a crucal role in sustaining
these educational initiatives.
In 2023-24 alone, the exhibi-
§ 89,66 crome

What makes Numaish unique isits ability to
bring together business, culture, and education
under one roof. The exhibition offers an
incredible opportunity for students and aspiring
entrepreneurs to gain real-world insights. From
marketing strategies to customer behaviour,
pricing models to sales techniques-there
is s0 much to leam simply by observing the

AL

trar and int

tions at different stalls

frults and handicrafis from
Jammu and Kashmir, hand-
made garments from Tel-
angana, Andhra  Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Uitar Pradesh, West Bengal,
and Madhya Pradesh, as well
as exquisite Iranian carpets
and high-quality electronic
goouds. from leading brands.
Special stalls were also set up
by self-help groups and even
convicts, showcasing reha-
bilitation efforts through vo-
catbonal skills,

Bringing Numaish  ino
Education: One of the big-
gest takeaways from Nu-
miaksh s ts potential as
a learning experience for
students. Imagine if busi-
ness and  emtreprencurship
courses in colleges included
an  immersive,  hands-on
component where students
participated i the 40-day
exhibition. This could help
them develop essential dilly
like communication, negoti-
atbon, financial management,
and market research,

Venture development in-
stitutes and business schoals
coild design practical im-
mershon programs modelled
on Numaish, allowing stu-
dents 1o imeract with real
businesses, analyse market
tremds, and even sei up their
own stalls as part of their
curriculum.  This  woulkd
bridge the gap between theo-
retical learning and practical
business experience.

Leamning  Beyond  the
Classroom: Education today
Is at a crossroads, Traditional
elassraam Jearning, while es-
sentlal, is no longer enough
to prepare students for the
real workl, Theories and
textbooks  provide  knowl-
edpe, but experience, practi-
cn'll«;:posun‘ttald hn!luk-w
learning truly shape a stu-
dent’s future, In an era of
rapid technological advance-
ments and evolving business
landscapes, education must
evolve oo,

I srongly  believe  that
learning should not be lim-
led to four walls Tt must
extend into real-world en-
vironments where students
cngage  with  businesses,
solve real problemis, and ex-
perience  industry-driven
scenarios firsthand. The in-
tegration of education with
platforms  like exhibithons,
startup incubators, and lve
business projects can signifi-
cantly enhance the learning
experience.

A 12-Point Formula for
Impactiul Leaming  from
Numaish: To make educa-
tion more effective, | propose
a 12-polmt formula that com-
bines academic knowledge
with real-world  exposure,

overnment  revenues
+ trade ligenses,
property taxes, and wtiliny
charges,

Showcasing  Innovation
and Women Entreprencurs:
This years Numaish had a
dedicated space for women
entreprencurs, encourag-
ing small business owners to
showcase their creativity and
skills. Another major high-
light was the display of start-
ups and Innovations emerg-
g from T-Hub, Telangana's
innovation  ecosystem,  The
Telangamna Industrialists Wel-
fare Federation also partici-
pated, promoting small and
mieclinm entreprencurs,

The variety of stalls was
remarkableahere were dry

-paring students to be in-
novatars, problemesolvers,
and fsure entrepreneu

Powered by Several
Brands: Learning should be
immersive, and exhibitions
provide am excellent plat-
form for students to engage
with real businesses, interact
with customers, and under-
standd market trends,

Industry-Driven Cur-
riculum and Pedagogy De-
weloped with the Exhibition
Soclety:  Partmering  with
industry leaders and organi-
zathons ensures that the cur-
riculum  remains  welevant,
practical, and aligned with
market necds,

Learn in a Practical En-
virenment: Concepts must
be tested in real-world set-

tings—whether through in-
dustry visits, internships, or
working on live projects with
established brands,

Hands-On  Learning  Be-
yond  Books  Education
should go beyond memori-
zation. Cases, lasks, projects,
internships, and business-
bullding exercises must be-
come a core part of academic
learning.

Discover and Solve Prob.
lems in o Real-World Envi-
ronment: Students  should
be challenged 1o identify
problems, analyze them, and
implement solutions just as
entrepreneurs and industry
professianals do.

Gain Experience in Start-
ups and Traditional Busi-
nesses: Exposre to both
startups and well- established
buginesses allows students to
explare various career path,
understand  risk  manage-
ment, and learn the differ
ences in business operathons,

Holistic Drevelopment of
Soft and Life Skills Criti-
cal thinking, communica-
tion, personal finance, amd
Iisiness operatians should
be kintegrated into the learn-
ing process to ensure well-
rounded development.

Al in Business and Tech-
nology: With Al transform-
ing industries, students must
learn how 1o leverage Al in
business,  decision-making,
and technology-driven in-
novation.

Build a Founder Mindset:
Entreprencurial — thinking
should be cultivated early—
studdents. must develop resil-
fence, creativity, and beader-
ship qualities 10 launch their
venares,

Build Your Own Bramnd
and Digital Presence: Con-
tent creation, video produc-
thon, and sockl media mar-
keting are key skills in today's
world. Personal branding is
no longer optional; it Is es-
sential.

Funding  Opportunities:
Financial Kteracy and fund-
ing knowledge help sudents
navigate Investments. ven-
ture capital, and Amancial
planning for their startups,

Careers in Entreprencur-
ship: Not all sudents will
start businesses immediately,
bt they must know how to
approach  entreprencurship
as a career path with the
right mindset and skilksen,

Education should inspire
curiosity, foster  creativity,
and prepare students for the
future, A dynamic approach,
blending real-world learning
with academic excellence, is
the key to success, The future
belongs 1o those who kearn
by doing—and it is time we
reshape education to reflect
that. As 1 walked out of the
exhibition on its closing day,
I feh a decp sense of appre-
ciation for what Numaish
represents, I is ot judl a
shopping festival but a liv-
ing classroom, a business
incubatos, and a cultural cel-
chration all rolled into one.
For students, it offers les-
sons beyond textbooks, For
cntrepreneurs, i provides a
launchpad to showcase their
innovations. For Hyderabad,
I remains a symbal of its rich
heritage and economic pro.
gress, Numaish is more than
an exhibition — it §s a plat-
fosren aof endless possibilities,

{ Writer is a Profesor of
Mudia & Commmicalion ¢
Postdoctoml Research Fellow)

m



