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Unvamished facts

The full and raw cockpit voice recorder
transcript must be released

he pushback by pilet bodies and the

agencies that are investigating the Ahme-

clubad air erash, w the damaging leaks by
sections of the media could well twrn out 1o be a
tepid atempt to staunch the flow. While these
leaks have been dismissed as “selective, unveri-
fied, irresponsible and baseless reporting™ and
triggered legal responses, they have, in a way, set
a narrative going, There is no fathoming of what
more the cockpit voice recorder could mnluln -

Ideas on trial, critical thinking in retreat

‘ reeclom only for the su I£|r-mrv|.'ntnl
the government, only
supporters of one party - however

numerous they may be - is no

freedom at all. Freedom is always and exclusively
the freedom of the one who thinks differently.” -
Rosa Luxemburg

In an era marked by heightened geopolitical
tensions and global scruting, natkons are
compelled to not enly safeguard their territorial
integrity but also uphold their moral foundations.
For countries, characterised by their profound
diversity of linguages, cultures, and faiths, such
maments present an opportunity o reaffirm
their commitment to democratic principles and
pluralistic values, The projection of national
strength tempered by restraing and public

sspecially relating o the v of

“human intervention' in the crash of Air India
Mlight AlT1 om June 12, In this the Alreraft Acei
dent Investigation Bureas (AATR) has o turm the
potlight on itself for s p of the key
funclings in its preliminary report. Its sparse de-
tiling of an unusual “transitioning” of the two
separate fuel control switches, from “run w cu-
toff” and back, a standalone snatch of conversa.
tion, reflecting unease and denial, between the
crew in the unfolding disaster - that has been left
open to endless interpretation - and, finally, a

stands out as inc

components of this endeavour, However, the
alignment of demeoeratic values at home with the
image projected abroad is equally erucial,
necessitating the nurturing of freedom and open
discourse domestically,

An erosion of intellectual freedom
Regrettably, a growing chasm exists between this
ideal and the prevailing realities on the ground
seross the world, The sanctity of intellectual
freedom is being steadily eroded across

near blanket signing-off of no 1 ac-
tions concerning the aircralt type, the engine,
and the manufacturers, only pednt (o one direc
tion - of the need for the release of a full and raw
cockpit voice recorder transcript.

In a legal analysis, if credible evidence of "hu-
mun intervention’ does emerge, the investigation
could shift, with the International Civil Aviation
Organization (1CAQ) Annex 13 inquiry, that is fo-
cused on safety, moving alongside a parallel
minal probe under domestic law, It must be not-
ed that in 2015, following the Germanwings flight
9525 accident - a case of definite “human inter-
vention' — the Government of India was mulling
“mid-term” psychometric tests. Then Union Mi-
miater of State for Civil Avistion Mahesh Sharma
had said that rs;uhrmctrk. tests should be car-
ried out on pilots in India from tdme to time. He
added that the Ministry would hold consultations
with the regulator, the Directorate General of G-
vil Aviation, to facilitate the preparation of fresh
rules keeping in mind the crash of the German
plane, A senior counsellor at the Kolkata-based
Indian Institute of Psychometry (founded in 1978)

i particularly universities and
uadﬂuit;l'lmk due to pressures of conformity
and control,

The consequences of this mend are
far-reaching, with professors facing reprimand or
dismissal over minor comments, and students
being subjected to punitive action for rising
critical questions. This phenomenon constitutes a
pressing global concemn, ahcit one whose
ns are din
nations that have Ilmmbcully valorised apen
discourse and intelleciual freedom, The United
States, during Donald Trump's presidency,
exemplifies this trend.

Philosophers such as Hannah Arendt have
warmid againat these dangers of banality in
oppressive regimes and the slow numbing of
thought, where citizens retreat into private lives
and abandon the public realm. Understandably,
the assault on freedom is not only about
censorship but also about inducing this kind of
silence, where fear replaces inquiry, and
conformity tikes the place of imagination,

ln such a climate, soclety's capacity for eritical

had also favoured having a repent of psye
rie tests “if a person, especially a pilot or cahm
crew, was undergoing mental stress or had had a
tragedy en the personal front”, On July 17, ina let-
ter of appeal, the AAIE had said that it would pu-
blish updates, as and when required, which
would have content of technical and public inter-
st \lfhllt-il is undummdth.ul am air accident in-
would e I at the same
time, , the hope is that the AATE clears the fog in
the ANTL accident and presents the unvarnished
facts — as promised in Parliament on Monday,

Cost of promises

Election-eve welfare measures display

alack of respect for voters

tis raining wellare in Bihar, Nothing surpris-
l ing: the stakes are high for the ruling Nation-
al Demaocratic Alliance in the approaching
Assembly elections. Accarding to recent announ-
cements, household consumption of up 1o 125
units of electricity per month will be free, with ef-
fect from August | this year. This scheme will cov-
er around 167 crore households, Under the Kutir
Jyoti Yojana, the government will provide free
rooftop solar installations for about 58 lakh Be-
low Poverty Line families. The welfare hamper of
the ruling coalition also includes a promise of
35% job reservation in all State government jobs
fear women, an increase in social security pension
fromm T400 to T1,100, the ereation of a Bihar Youwth
Commission, and more, A new internship sup-
port scheme offers between $4,000 and 16,0003
momth o youth (18 to 28 years) for undertaking
imernships, and based on their educational qual-
ifications, The plan is wo start supporting 5,000
youth in the first year and scaling it up to cover
one lakh beneficiaries over the next five years, To
promote religious tourism, the State has an-
a TBA2,87 crore rec plan for
Punaura Dham Janki Mandir, said to be the birth-
place of Lord Rama's wifie Sita. Migrants from the
State who live outside will receive government
suppart to return home during festivals,

All this follows a familiar patern of govern-
ments using welfare as an instrument of election-
eve management of popular sentiment. The ab-
sence of any serious planning or vision behind
such sporadic announcements is evident, They
are often in response to the promises of o politi-
cal rival, In Bihar, the Opposition Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal has said that the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment’s welfare catalogue is a forced reaction to
its promises of similar measures if voted 1o pow:

flection and growth is severely impai
Ieacllnu o stagnation and intellectual rigidity, ﬁ:r
instance, when curriculs are rewritten o reflect
ideclogical imperatives rather than pedagogical
or historical rigour, when scholarly work is

has taught Cultural
Theory at Panjab
University,
Chandigarh

Soclety's
capacity for
eritical
sellreflection
and growth is
Impaired;
stagnation and
intellectual
righdity

will follow

attacked for political reasons, and when free
speech on campus is framed as secition, we are
witnessing the slow erosion of academnie
advancement. We have witnessed this
phenomenon on campuses across the LS.,
erllcul&rly in the context of pro- Paleslllllun
Democratic ng is visibly

respects is not only a nation's economic or
steategic clout but also its ability to be a vast,
diverse, and argumentative eivil soclety, This
witality, rooted in disagreement, debate and
intellectual freedom is what defines a truly robust
democracy,

The erosion ul ﬂw wrahly has lflll{ term

»tmmpanltd bvere by an assault on in
and independent media. In such dmes, it
becomes easy to imagine that freecdom of speech
Is 0 sy or 3 liability, something to be curtatled
for the sake of national unity or cultural pride,
B, this is a false choice,

the alk ol
umcwurm of students whu onee believed in the
as a space of iom and growth,
bt now Ihc evident cliwuurupoml.nt of public
s from sp their and
the undermining of the moral seriousness with
wihich a nation historically addresses its internal

An of volces that questi

Al the heart of this crisis les a growing
imtolerance with voices that challenge prevailing
narratives, offer nuanced historical perspective,
or simply ask incomvenient questions often
painted as suspect, 1t must be taken for granted
that democracy, by definition, demarnds
disagreement and requires the ability 1o listen o
those who think differently, to be challenged, and
to evolve, The silencing of scholars, intimidation
of writers, and discouragement of free inquiry do
not merely target individuals; they diminish the
society as a whole.

Noam Chamsky, whose work on propuganda
and power remains seminal, noted that the
dulrucmn of independent culture is among the
gravest abuses of authority, When knowledge
itsellis politicised, when truth is decided by
decree, and when the asite

it has set in the steady decline of the
wrf( idea of democracy. Moreover, it sends a
chilling message that intelligence must be
policed, that ritical thinking is unweloome, and
that freed om is conditional on obedience,

But there is hope
And yet, there is hope. History reminds us that
the tide of suppression, however forceful, is
always contested, Whether through protest
maovements, or the courage of individuals who
refuse to be silenced, the spirit of free nguiry has
always found ways to endure. Viclay Havel,
writing under the shadow of Soviet repression,
reminded us that "living in truth” was itsell a
political act and a refusal to join in the collective
He.

In societies that valorise critical inquiry and

of ideological performance rather than learning,
we find ourselves perilously close o what he
called “manufaciured consent”, or in other
words, i democracy in appearance but not in
substance,

Historically, universities have served as spaces
where civilisational questions are posed, where
the: past is interrogated, and where future
possibilities are imagined. To reduce these
institutions to sites of ideological policing is to
betray their very essence, The danger today lies
not emly in the curbing of dissent but also in s
systernatic delegitimisation. When critical voices
are branded as “anti-national”, when scholars are
seen as threats instead of resources, and when
academic inquiry is stifked by fear, society drifts
toward intellectual repression, The result is a
thinming of public discourse, a narrowing of
thought, and a culiure of self-censorship.

The geopalitical rony of this situation cannot
he everstated, At a time when nations face real
external threats, internal cohesion is undeniably
wvital, However, cohesion cannot be achieved
through the suppression of thought, Unity born
of fear is not unity; it is coercion, What the world

| debate, the capacity w mntmm and
resobve complex challenges is signifi
enhanced, A nuanoed understanding of
patriotism recognises the intrinsic value of

ive eritique, acknowledging that loyalty
o one's nation or instivation is not predicated on
unyielding condormity, but rther on a
commitment to its betterment, The democratic
Edeals of freedom, justice, and equality are not
merely aspirational, but are instead contingent
upan the ability to challenge entrenched
injustices and interrogate authority, When
socketies compromise seademie freedom, they
not anly erode their moral suthority, but also
imperil their capacity for envisioning and
implementing transformative change.

Resa Luxemburg's words serve as a poignant
reminder that freedom means linle ificis
reserved only for the majority or the loyalist. Real
Freedom, the kind that nurtures innovation,
empathy and justice, begins with the courage o
listen to those who speak differently, This
capacity for receptivity to dissenting volces
constitutes a litmus test of democracy's vitality,
and its fatlure to meet this test has farreaching
ane deleterious consequences for the polity,

At FTAS heart, the promise of Global Capacity Centres +

steadily toward signing of their historic

Free Trade Agreement (FTA), there is
growing recognition of the FTAS potential to
redefine bilateral economic engagement, Amang
the maost promising areas of collaboration is the
rapidly evolving ecosystem of Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) — a sector where Incia leads, and
the UK. can be a pivotal partner,

India is alreacly home to more than 1,500
GOCs, employing over 1.9 million people and
contributing significantly to the global innovition
and digital transformation agendas of
multinational corporations, Increasingly, British
companies are booking to India not just as
cost-effective buck office, but as a strategic
partner for research and development, analytics,
cybersecurity, and emerging tech solutions,

The FTA could be a catalyst for deeper
engagement in this space. By easing regulatory
barriers, facilitating smoother movement of
professionals, and harmonising digital and dara
povernance standards, the agreement ean
support the expansion of GOCs that serve
UK headguantered businesses — or leverage
Eritish expertise to serve global markets from
Inclia,

‘ & the United Kingdom and India move

Much potential
The U.Ks Foreign Secretary David Lamrmy visited
Indlia within weeks of his taking office,
demonstrating commitment towards the
partnership with the UK, The Business and Trade
Secretary, Jonathan Etynulds visit ahead of
FTA ing suit. At the

UK India Business Council (UKIBC), we think that
there is real potential to further increase our
trade, investment, and wider partnership, Prime
Ministers Keir Starmer and Narendra Modi also
haid an extremely productive meeting at the G20
Summit in Brazil, in 2024, agreeing to take the
relationship to new heights,

From the UKs perspective, the FTA is a timely
OPPOFTURILY b0 SECUne ACCess (0 one of the world's
fastest-growing digital economies, while

er, Ahead of the Maharashira bly el

the Mahayuti government rolled out o cuh
transfer scheme for women which helped it win.
Later, the new government pruned the list, ad-
mitting that there wene undeserving beneficiar-
ies. Free electricity schemes now exist in several
States, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has often
questioned the rationale of ‘freebies’, but arbi-
trary new schemes continue to proliferate, In Bi-
har, the scramble smong parties is also in the
context ud'-r‘hiel‘ Minister Nitish Kumar's advanc-
ing age. Kflly. the Janata Dal (United), is
smaller thzn the Bharatiya Janata Party (EJP), and
the election could further alter the dynamics of
State coalition politics, The control of power had
increasingly shifted from Mr, Kumar o the BIP in
the lust five years and the future of the [D(U) is set
to decline, Competitive welfarism is all that re
maing in the toolkits of all parties to woo voters,
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layaraman

is DBE, india Chair,
UK India Business
Cauncil (UKIBC)

The United
Kingdom-ndia

footprint post-Brexit. For India, greater UK.
investment and collaboration in the GCC space
aligns perfectly with its digital economy
ambitions, skilling objectives, and goal of
becoming a global hub for highaalue services.

The UKIBC has long ehampioned the idea thiat
the future of trade lies not just in goods but also
in the services, skills and technology that power
the new global economy. The GOCs stand at the
intersection of all three,

‘The FTA can pave the way for easier
cross-border collaboration, robust imellectual
property frmeworks, and smart mobility
solutions that allow talent w move where it is
must needed,

Awell-crafted agreement can also address the
practical challenges businesses face such as
double teeation, data localisation mandates and
misaligned standards, that often inhibit the
scaling of GOCs, Addressing these through the
FTA, or individually, will send a strong signal 1o
Investors and businesses in both nations,

According to a white paper released by
Dedoitte India, the country is making strides in
the global GCC game, as India-based GCCs have
emerged as strategic hubs for multinational
companies o manage complex global mx
operations, including corporate tax, indirect tax,
tranafer pricing, and ligation,

India's current policy environment is highly
conducive for GOC growth, even without a
dedicated national GOC policy at the moment,
The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MedtY) has formed an industry-led
panel - including the National Association of

Free Trade
Agreement
cotild be a
catalyst for
decper
enggement in
the GUCs, a
rapidly evolving

£ are and Services O (NASSCOM),
Finnow, KPMG, and Invest India - to design the
national GCC framework outlined in Budget 2025,
Tts goal is to guide States in promoting GCCs,
improving talent, infrastructure, innovation, and
legal Facilitation,

State government policies
Other than central government endeavours, we
also see State povernments rolling out landmark

Conclave™ under Invest UP, bringing together
policymakers and industry heavyweights
tMicrosaft, TCS, HCL, Standard Chartered), The
event showeased U.Ps infrastructure, incentives,
and intent 1o host GOCs beyond National Capital
Region cities, in Lucknow, Varanasi, Kanpur and
Prayagraj.

Ln this context, the UKIBEC recently held a
closed-door consultation 1w bring together a
distinguished group of leaders and experts
explore the ex Iund'mg role of GCCs in driving
nnovation and economic growth in India, The
Eroup ¢ | om @ set of 15
including global best practices from a governance
perspective to help India schieve its economic
ambitions set for GOCs, 1t also discussed these:
whether there is a need for a dedicated national
GOC policy now; whether organic growth fram
the past is best achieved in the absence of a
such policies; o if having multiple State-level
policies create unwanted competition instead of
overall national progress. The need for honing
tabent diversity as well as skilfully managing the
diversity of GOC's themselves, was also
underscored,

Some of the legal hurdles and the market
outlook was touched upon, with some practical
experiences of Indian and UK. companies being
shared, Additicnally, the overall impact of Indi's
economic diplomacy effors through FTAS on the
Inclian GCC ecosystem was touched on. These
included aspects of how the UK. -India FTA can
be leveraged to help Indian GCCs climb up the
Blobal value chain, with a focus on talent diversity
in terms of professional mobility across the two
countries.

A knowledge corridor

As the two governments fine-tune the fnal
provisions, industry leaders st continue to
wvobce the importance of services, digital trace and
maobility — the lifelines of modem commerce.
GOCs, in particular, stand to gain from — and
contribute to — this evolving partnership, shaping
a resilient, knowledge-based corridor berween

cing its global services and innovation CoOsysLem policies. Uttar Pradesh hosted its frse “GOC the UK. and India.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Monsoon session instability in border States point-scoring, The days mystery shrouds the case, should make an the rarest leaders to have
The mensoon session of demand clarity from the ahead will be watched to The unusual confidence indisputable statement struggled for the
Parliament shows signs of it | highest office, Avaiding see whether this session exhibited by Justice Varma, about whao the real owner downtrodden, With his
beeing a stormy affair, with direct engagement enly moves forward or sinks inte | stoutly challenging his Is. At stake is the credibility clean image, his political life
the Opposition prepared to fuels speculation and public | yet anather cycle of indictment and now and the sanctity of the wias written in golden
raise pressing issues related | distrust, unpraductive confrontation. | seeking to quash the Judiciary, lattars. His passing has
to national security, However, responsibility Rukma Sharma, impeachment Thareius 5. Fernando, created avoid in the
electoral transparency and does not rest solely with the | Jalandhar, Punjat: recommendation, has Chennal pelitical spectrum of great
foreign affairs, The list of ruling party, The Opposition baffled the public, Is there leaders.
concerns is leng and must ensure that Justice Varma should speak | more to it than meets the W5, Kurup,
serious, Matters affecting discussions remain focused, | Right from the time stacks eye? Was the money kept at | WS, Achuth danwasa Kottayam, Kerala
the dignity of our armed informed and respectful. of money were unearthed the judge’s residence for true Marxist idealopue and Lettars ernallad 16
forces, questions of Mational interest must firesm the residence of safe keeping? If Justice lived as a proletariat leader |ette raipthehingu,co.in
sovereignty, and continuing prevail over political Justice Yashwant Varma, \arma is innocent, he till the end. He was one of muit carry the postal address.
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The threat to India’s great power’ status

espite U5, President
Donald Trump's claims
of having vanguished
Iran's enrichment
programme, the threat of a
LS. Israel-Iran war remains alive.
A combination of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
legal problems, his government's
regional agenda, and the
neoconservative influence in the
U5, threaten to overwhelm Mr.
Trump's instincts wwards
non-nterventionist peace.
War would be di for

Author, geapalities
expert at the
University af
Melbaune, larmer
diplomat, and
political advisar
" dal

India’s economic interests and
‘harm its ‘great power' ambitions,
If Tran's government is toppled,
U5 Jed unipolarity in West Asia
would be cemented, precluding
the ability of rising powers such as
India to grow their strategic
footprint, This touches on a
fundamental schism berween
India and the West - Delhi's
multipolar world vision, The
Trump administration offers an
apportunity o sddress this,

‘What Iran's defeat could mean
A restart of the lsrael-Iran war
with U5, invelvement poses some
risk of regime change or
Balkanization in Iran. This would
dramatically alter the distribution
of power in West Asia, There
would remain no nation state that
5. -aligned and
rerritory {Ansar
Allah does not enntrol all Yemen).
Regardless of how benign LS.
intentions towards India are, thi
would imperil the trajectory Delhi
thas been following for the last
decade, of strengthening its
strategic influence in the region,
The negotiating power India beld
with Israel and Gulf States was
underpinned by the fact that Delhi
also engaged alternatively aligned
states such as Syria and Iran, This
thas already decreased since
President Bashar al-Assad’s
toppling and would nosedive if
Iram's government is ousted.

All of India's West Asia energy
imports would have to be sourced
from governments dependent on
15, security guarantees, rather
than from the diverse mix Delhi

India should
urge the US, 1o
tolerate Iran in
West Asla and
accept
multipolarity
glohally

draws on now.

Al this would harm India’s
ability to rise as a great power.
This is in part because reinforcing
the strength of the existing global
hegemon, the U5, means a
relative weakening of all rising
powers, But it is also due toa
fundamental clash in world visions

greater role in informing Delhi's
policy choices, thus inhibiting
actions that reinforce U.5.-led
unipolarity. Therefore, even given
the existing strategic awtonomy
Fmbu'mnm it looks increasingly
g3 likcely that India will align with
the Western bloc, Moreover, Delhi
likely perceives its clashing
iew with Washi

between the American
and rising India.

Before his Moscow visit, India's
External Affairs Minister revealed
the basis of this clash saying the
meeting with Russia would discuss
*,..the building of a multipolar
world order”. By definition, this
invailvies the displacement of
1.5 led unipolarity, This means
that, on this crucial question,
Washington's most important
Asian partner shares common
cause with China and Russia.

This underlying tension
bubbled o the surface recently
with Mr. Trump's threat, cheered
on by NATO head Mark Rutte, to
slap secondary sanctions af 100%
on countries purchasing Russian
oil, gas, or other strategic goods.
Before this, when India
commissioned INS Tamal, a
warship manufactured by Russia,
the UK. paper, The Telegraph, ran
the head'l::ap ‘India i Jsan enemy,
not a friend or a neutral. When it
comes to fund, al questi

I s
amplifying US, and Western
affensive intentions towards India.

Path to peace
On Iran, India should urge
restraint, This can include
highlighting that disruption of
West Asian oil supplies would
weiken India relative 1o China,
which is less dependent on
imparts — thus harming U5,
interests in Asia. It may also
involve quid pro quo. As seen in
relation to LLS, attempts to isolae
Russia over Ukraine, where India
sits on any conflict can impact the
collective West's interests,

More fundamentally, India
should impress on
‘Washington that the U.S, and its
allies can best serve their security
and economic interests by
accepting global multipolarity.
‘When considering the alternatives
of kinetic great power war, or
ithough less likely) Chinese
over Asia and Africa,

of geopolitics, the corporate
midia in thie West reflects the
views of the foreign policy
establishment.

A multipolar world order, in
which India is one of the poles,
constitutes one of the Pnnclpal
pillars of New Delhi's toreign
policy. India’s main motivation for
supporting partnering with the
us. - cing against the China
threat — does not outweigh the
multipolarity goal. This shapes
India’s interests, not only in
relation to Iran and to West Asia,
but also the New Cold War more
broadly and the hot wars that will
in future spring from it. It has.
been most clear in India's defiance
of Western demands regarding
isolating Russia,

Going forward, the
multipolarity goal will play a

multipolarity is far from the worst
seenario from the West's view.

The present moment offers
possibility in this regard. Despite
the recent dithering on detente
with Russia, Mr, Trump knows he
was elected on a compatible
foreign policy platform of
nom-interventionism. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio acknowledged
early on that the world is moving
towards multipolarity. Polls show
that Americans, particularly Mr.
Trump's base, view the country’s
vital interests as homeland and
near abroad-centred, This
translates to wlerance of other
poeles maintaining hegemony
within their own regions.

As the most powerful
independent state that the US,
regards as a partner, Indian
suasion would carry weight,

Skeletons in the closet

The hope is that the SIT will find answers to the

wysterious deaths’ in Dharmastala

STATE OF PLAY

Raghava M.

raghavamarehehisdu.ca.in

ith a former sanita:
w tion worker claim-
ing to have buried

many bodies in Dharmastala,
about B0 kilometres from
Mangaluru in coastal Karmata-
ka, discussions on the "myste-
rious deaths™ of peaple in the
temple town have gained trac-
o yet agin,

r some dithering, the
State government on July 19
set up a Special Investigation
Team (SIT), headed by Direc-
tor General of Police (Internal
Security) Pronab Mohanty, o
investigate the claims of the
sanitation worker,

The complainant claimed
to have worked in Dharmasts-
Ia between 1995 and 2014, He
said that during his service pe-
riod, he buried men and wo-
men and also minors who had
been raped and murdered, He
said that there were “powerful
people” behind the crimes
who had coerced him to bury
the bodies, He claimed that he
fled the place along with his
Earnily members when a mem-
ber of his own family was sex:
wally assaulted. The worker
said that he had chosen o el
the story now out of sheer re-
morse, He also asked thar
maore than 100 bodies he bu-
ried be exhumed, identified,
and given a decent farewell,

Accusing the jurisdictional
police of delay in initiating the
process of exhuming the bo-
dies, advocates representing
the sanitation worker, acti-
vists, and public intellectuals,
including former Supreme
Court Judge V. Gopala Gowda,
urged the government to set

separate

Dharmas

The

has been chatter
about “mysterious deaths” in
Dharmastala for more than

five decades. Some even con-
tended that many of the dead
were devotees who ended
their lives in the hope of
“reaching heaven”,

Outrage over the deaths
grew louder in October 2012
after a second year pre-univer-
sity student, Soujanya, was
abducted, raped, and mur
dered. The fury transformed
into a movement secking jus
tice for Soujanya. In parallel,
temple authorities also held
demonstrations o rule out
their involvement in Souja-
mya's murder or in any of the
earlier deaths,

Protesters also demanded a
lice station in
. Surprisingly, the
temple town did not have one
despite a substantial popula-
tion of its own along with a
floating crowel of pilgrims.
State  government
handed over investigation of
the murder to the Criminal In-
vestigation Department and
then to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in Nowvem-
ber 2013, and set up a Dhar-
mastala police station in 2006,

On June 16, 2023, the spe-
cial CBI court in Bengaluru ac-
guitted Santosh Rao, the lone
accused in the Soujanya mur-
der case. Earlier, based on a
plea by Soujanya's parents,
the court conducted an ingui-
ry into allegations against
three persons associated with
the temple in the abduction,

, and murder of Soujanya,
It found no substance in the al-
legations, The CBI court con-

tal Committee to initiate

ers and

Also
initi

ing action against erring of

action for compensation.
Soujanya’s mother, un
and activists continue to

ried by the sanitation worl

cleded that the preliminary in-
vestigation had been shoddy
and directed the State Acquit-

ac-

tion against erring police offie-
the official who
conducted the post-mortem.
Soujanya’s parents and Rao
filed separate appeals before
the Kamataka High Court
seeking de novo/reinvestiga-
tion of the case. Turning down
the plea for reinvestigation,
the Division Bench of the Kar-
natakn High Court, on August
30, 2024, said that it was
“doubtful that evidence that
could not be collected at the
golden hour is still available.”
ointing to the bungled
investigation, the Court
directed the State government
o expedite the process of tak-

fhic-

ers, and said Rao was at liber-
ty o initate independent

cle,
de-

mand that the government do
all it can o trace the real cul-
prits. They created a What-
sApp group where members
have been asked to keep up
the demand to trace the real
accused in the murder case,

A fiew days after the sanita-
tion worker registered his
complaint in the Dharmastala
police station, Sujatha Bhat, a
former CBl employee and the
mother of Ananya Bhat, a
medical student who went
missing in 2004 in Dharmsta-
La, approached the police. She
sought their help in finding
out whether Ananya's body
was amang those allegedly bu-

ker.

If she finds her daughter's re-
mains, she will finally be able
to conduct the last rites, she
told Dakshina Kannada Supe
rintendent of Police K. Arun,

All eyes are now on the SIT
to provide the answers to the
“mysterious deaths™ in Dhar-
mastala,

Boys continue to outnumber girls in private schools

In the northern and western States, the share of gids enrolled in any school is lower than India's average of 48.1%

DATA POINT

h Radhakrishnan

ver rhe st decade, the
0 share pllvm schools
and the proportion of

boys and girls enrolled in them
have both increased across India,
likely reinforcing each other. Ho-
wever, the share of girls attending
private schools remains considera:
bly lower than that of boys. In oth-
er words, while parents increas-
ingly prefer private schooling, a
considerable share of them still
shows a slight preference for en-
rolling their sons over their
daughters. Also, a relatively low
number of girls are enrolled com-
pared to boys in schools across
morthern and western India.

Chart 1 shows the share of go-
vernment,  government-aided,
private, and other schools in 2012
13 and 202324, The share of go-
vernment schools has fallen from
74.2% to 69.1%, whereas the share
of private schools has increased
from 17.2% to 22.5%.

Chart 2 shows the share of stu-
dents enrolled in government, go-
vernment-aided, private, and oth-
er schools in 2002413 and 2023-24,
The share of children enrolled in
government schools has fallen
from 57.3% to 51.4%, whereas the
share of private schools has in-
creased from 28.2% to 36.3%.

Chart 3 shows the gender-wise
share of students enrolled in go-
vernment and private schools in
201243 and 2023-24. For instance,
in 2023-24, 54% of girls studied in
government schools and 33% in
private schools, while 49% of all
boys  studied in  government
schools and 39% in private
schools.

Chart 4 shows the State-wise
and gender-wise share of students
enrolled in any school. In the
northern and western States, the
share of girlk enrolled in any
school is lower than India’s aver
age of 48.1%.

cM
K

Gender divide
persists

Data for the chars were sourced fram the Unified District
Infarmation System for Education Plus (UDISEY) database

Chart 1: The share of government, government-
aided, private, and other schools in 2012-13 and
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGQ JULY 22, 1975

Antique dealer held in

Bombay for thefts in T Nadu

Bombay, July 21: A notorious idol lifter and a

hawker-tumed millionaire, Bahadur Singh Teja
Singh Lama, who was running two workshops in

Bombay for manufacturing fake idols, was
arrested by the Bombay Police under
COFEPOSA yesterday under orders of the
Maharashira Government,

Eahadur Singh Teja Singh had been earlier
ordered by the Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Mr. 5.C. Kotwal, to be released on
bail of Rs. 5 lakhs in connection with a case

imvolving the theft of several idols from South

Indian temples worth Rs. 1.5 crores.

Following this the Additional Commissioner

of Police, Mr. R.5. Kulkarni, moved the
Government for his arrest under the
Conservation of Foreign Exchange and

State

western @ Southern
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Chart 3: The gende of E!a-:éﬂiun of Smuggling Activities Act
government, gavernment-akded, private, and ather government and private schools in 201213 and POSAL.
sehools In 2012-13 and 2023-24, Figures In % 202324, Flgures n % B’h"d”’s‘“ﬂh Was running » moderu air
d emporium “k I Art House™
GOvL. = Government 20122013 & et 2023-2024 in a posh locality in Central Bombay, and two
Put. = Private chalioll Girls workshops called Handicraft Emporiums
m . 1 L ibly for selling handicrafts, the Police said,
Boys 4 But actually the workshops were
. . m manufacturing replicas of | South Indian
283 Private temple idols which were to be substituted for
11 103 Bays L the original idols with the connivance of temple
e | BN 0 e priests. The original idols were in turn exported
ot othwrs | — Girls at fabulous prices, the police said.
| 20122013 20232024 An Inspector and two Sub Inspectors of the
Tamil Nadu Police who had come here to take

away Bahadur Singh returned to Madras as they
had been directed by the Bombay Police to get a

Magistrate's order for taking him.

Bahadur Singh has now been lodged in the

Nasik Jail.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD JULY 22, 1925
British doctors and press
articles

According to the London correspondent of “The
Statesman” the British Medical Association has

decided to lift the ban that has hitherto

forbidden doctors to contribute articles to the

newspapers under their own names.
The British press describes this decision as
notable lindmark in the progress of doctors,

a

denoting their emancipation from the old-time

exclusion and aloofness.

A
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
The score of India’s

Worth of assets

first Olympic dressage

attached by ED in

THE#@@HINDU

Estimated value of
drugs seized in arms,

Text&Context

Number of drunk

Extent of encroached

driving cases in Delhi

land claimed by the

rider in S-level meet

In per cent. Anush Agarwalla,
70 Indla’s first Olympic dressage

ridier, won his first-ever
S-level competiticn at the
Jubrilaumstumier Hofgelsmar Open in
Germany. S-level dressage Involves
advanced movements like plaffe, passage,
flying changes, and canter pirauettes. as

Delhi real estate scam

I ¥ crore. That's the
682 walue of Immavable

assets attachad by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) In its probe
against Ramprastha Promaoters and
Developers Put Ltd, The ED has arrested
Sandeep Yadav and Arvind Walla, director
and majority sharehalders of the fiom. s

drugs haul in Manipur

from January to July

In T crare, The security forces
76 selzed this near the Barak

River Im Jirlbam distrlct,
Manipur. The joint operation by Assam
Fifles, Manipur Pelice, and CREPF led to the
arrest of one person frem Silchar and
recovery of 616 soap cases of heroln and
50,000 methamphetamine tablets.

16,608

driving challans averaged to over 81 per
day this year, according to Delhl Traffic
Police data. The northern range, including
areas like Rohinl and Bawana, topped the
list with 4,581 cases. en

Assam government

In lakh acres. According to
10 Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Bigwa Sarma, this land |s still
encroached by “lllegal Bangladeshis and
doubtiul citizens®, Mr. Sarma sald that
43,000 acres were cleared in the last four
wears through eviction drives. m

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

What is the legal status of right to vote?

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu n X.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

What is the difference between a constitutional right and a statutory right? What does Section 62 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951
provice? What did Justice Ajay Rastogi state in his partial dissent in the Anoop Baranwal case?

EXPLAINER

Rangarijan, &

The story so far:
he Supreme Court is hearing
wases filed against the Special

Intensive Revision (S1R) of

wlectoral rolls in Bitar, One of
the questions that has arisen during this
diebate has been the legal status of the
“right to vote.!

What are various rights?
Before undcr-.l.lndlng the status of right
to vote' in India, let us briefly understand
the different types of rights.

Natural rights are inherent and
inalienabile rights that are bestowed by
nature on individuals, Right to life and

liberty are considered to be natural rights.

Indian courts may decide that a natural
right is embodied in a fundamental right,
bt they do not directly enforee any
natural right. Fundamental rights
enumerated and guarantesd in Part 11 of
the Constitution secure equality and
liberty which are enshrined in our
Preamble. The state is prohibited from
miaking laws that violate these rights,
They are directly enforeeable in the
Supreme Court under Article 32 of the
f'tm'{lltl.llll:rl

(¥ I rights are contained in
the Comstitution but outside of Part 111
These rights include right to property,
firewe trade, and no taxation without the
atithority of law. These rights are
operationalised through Union and State
legislations aligning with the
constitutional mandate, They are
enforceable in a High Court under Article
226 or as per the legal process in the laws
that operationalise them,

Statutory or legal rights are provided
and amended by ordinary laws of
Parliament or State legislature, Examples
include right to work under the MGNREG
Act; rights of scheduled tribes under the
Forest Rights Act; right to subsidised food
grains under the National Food Security

cases in our country. In the
NP Prwenuswami case (1952), a

held that the right to vote

been a subject matter of debate in various

Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
a stanitory

or is in prison. T“E G[ST
What have courts ruled?
The legal status of the right to vote has -

Matural rights are inberent and
inakienable rights that are
bestowed by nature an
Individuals. fight ta life and
liberty are considered to be

Varlfylng
ok of Valshall, Bihar an July 10, a1

Act ete, These are enforceable as per the
legal process in the Lows that provide
these rights.

What does the Constitution say about
universal adult franchise?
Article 326 of the Constitution grants
every citizen the right to vote, without
any discrimination. It provides that every
citizen, who is not less than 18 years of
age on such date as may be fixed by w
and is not otherwise disqualified under
the Constitution or any law on certain
wrounds, shall be entitled tw be registered
“@s 4 voter.

Thie laws enacted by Pariament in this

s -
Baoth level afficers fill and collect the courting forms fram electars in the Patepur

regard are the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 (RP Act, 19500 and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (R
Act, 1951), Section 16 of the RF Act, 1950
disqualifies o non-citizen from being
enrolled in the electoral roll. Section 19 of
the same Liw requires that the person is
than 18 of age on the

ing date and is ‘ordinarily resident’
in a constitiency.

Section 62 of the RP Act, 1951 provides
the right to vote to every person whose
name is entered in the electoral roll of a
constitwency. It further specifies that this
right shall not be exercisable by a person
whao is disqualified under the RP Act, 1950

right and subject to limitations imposed
by it. I thee fyondi Basa case (1982), the
court reiterated that the right to vote is
neither a fundamental right nor a
commeon law right but a simple statutory
right. Subsequently in many cases, the
same ratio was followed and upheld by
the court. In the PUCL case (2003), Justice
PV, Reddy observed that the right to vote,
if not a fundamental right, is certainly a
‘eonstitutional right.’

However, a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in the Kuldip Naver case
(2006), again held that right to vote is
anly a statutory right.

In the Raj Bala case (2015), a division
bench of the Supreme Court, based on
the ratio in the PUCL case, hebd that the
right to vote is a constitutional right.
However, in the Amoop Baranwal case
{2023), the majority opinion, reiterated
the judgment in the Kuldip Nayar case,
that the right to vobe is only a statiitory
right. Henee, the current legal status of
the right to vote s that it is 2 statutory
right.

Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his partial
dissent in Anoop Baranwal, noted that the
right to vote is an expression of the choice
af the citizen, which is a fundamental
right under Article 1901 Ma). Right o vote is
imtrinsic to free and fair elections that is
part of the basic structure of the
Uunstllul:mn Even if not l.m-su.iuud i

al right, this right
from Article 326 of the Constitution and is
shaped by statites made by Parliament.
Considering these Factors, the Supreme

Court may consider elevating the status of

right to vote into a constitutional right.
Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer

and author of ‘Courseware on Polity

Simplified’. Views expressed are personal.

natural rights,
-

Article 326 of the Constitution
grants every dtizen the right ta
wate, without any
discrimination.

-

Justice Ajay Rastogl, Inhis
partial dissent In Anoog
Baranwal, noted that the right
f vote i an expressian of the
choice of the citizen, which s a
fundarmental right under Article
19(1)ia).

What have courts ruled with
respect to Al and copyright?

Can Alinodels be trained on datasets which contaiin both copyrighted and public doimaiin comtent?

a5, Bajpal

The story so far:
hether the intellectual
material produced by
various generative Al
muodels infringes
copyright laws has been a controversial
question posed around the globe. Three
recent rulings in the U5, = Thamsan
Retiters versus Rass Intelligence (2025),
Bartz versus Anthropic (2025, and Kadrey
versis Meta (2025) = have brought
considerable clarity to the issue. The
decisions confirm that transformative
training on legitimately scquired texts can
qqualify for “fair use®, though key limits
remain on pirated content and unclear
market impacts. However, the issue
remabns unresolved from a legal
perspective.

Do Al models violate copyright
law?
Generative Al madels can eecasionally

X »

produce content that closely resembles or
even duplicates specific works from their
training datasets, ralsing concerns about
ethics and law. Legal owtcomes often
depend on whether training Al on
original works and its subsequent output

undermines the orlginal works' market by

replacing them, or whether the
Abgenerated content adds value and is
considered transformative rather than a
substitute, The legality of training Al with
copyrighted data remaing unsettled at the
global level. Training generative Al
models involves feeding them large
datasets, often scraped from the internet,
that include both copyrighted and public
domain content, which ralses legal issues
regarding reproduction rights under
copyright law. The primary concemn s
whther copying originals for training
constitutes infringement or qualifies as
Fair use (in the LLS.) or a5 a text and data
mining exception (in the EL and U.K).

What about databases?
The general principles of Hability in

determining the usage of databases and
published works in the training of
generative Al models are grounded in
Intellectual Property (I lw, contractual
and privacy reg
Generative Al has many [ uncertainties.
There is legal ambiguity in determining
whether the training of AT using
IP-protected data, and the penerated
outputs constitute 1P infringements, Some
nations provide 11 law exceptions, on the
basis of it being for fair use, text and data
mining, and temporary copying that may
apply in cases involving generative Al
However, the absence of global
harmonisation and the actual application
of generative Al exceptions has not yet
breen tested, throwing up further legal
uncertainty. Additionally, the ownership
af IP rights of the output of generative Al
s legally uncertain.

Presently, there is no explicit or
harmonised global regulation that
addresses the intellectual property
Implications of generative AL The
intellectual property laws of most nations

were developed long before the advent of
Al leading to legal uncertainty over
whether I rights can subsist in
Akgenerated outpats and, ifso, who
wouild own them. This uncertainty is
most promounced in the area of

copyright, where authorship traditionally
reduires human creativity.

What did the U.S. judgments state?
The two landmark LS, court judgments,
ong i Ervour of Anthropic and the other
Meta, deduce that the use of copyrighted
material for training Al systems could
cualify as fair use. However, these rulings
oot elose the debate regarding the
legality of sourcing training data from
plrated repositories.

In the Anthropic case, Judge Willlam
Alsup of the District Court in the
Northern District of California rued that
usimg copyrighted data for training Al
software was transformative, comparing
the model's training to a writer learning
From prior works, However, the judjpe
heeld that Anthropic must face trial over it
use of pirated copies to develop its library
of material,

In the Meta case, Judge Vince Chhabria
of the Northern District of California ruled
I Mita’s Eavour, conchuding that the
plaintiffs had not established that the
conmpany s use of their works would
result in market dilution by generating Al
outputs like the originals. Meta's actions
were eonsidered o be covered under the
“fair use’ provision. But the judge said that
tech companies making money off the Al

boom ought to figare out ways to share
the wealth with companies that hold
copyrights. In both rulings, the judges
adopted a broad view of the concept of
'fudr use’ when applied to Al training, and
provided tech firms with legal protection
From copyright Hability, Bug the concerns
of unauthorised data harvesting, or of
Future market damage, have not been
dealt with. Courts have signalled that
piracy 18 still a lability and that
L'ﬂﬂl[K‘IlSil"tm E}TI[I."nN for creators are
lowng overdue.

What are the implications for
India?
Thet AN versus OpenAl liwsuit is
siimificant in clarifying how India's
existing PR framewark applies to
generative AL Under the Copyright Act,
V957, copyright owners enjoy exclusive
economic rights including reproduction,
adaptation, and translation, which
reguire permissions for commercial use
unless an exception under Section 52 (fair
dealing) applies. While some argue that
Inclia's [ laws lack provisions specific o
Al, the official position holds that the
current begal framework s sufficient to
address Al-related issues. India, asa
member of major international I
treathes, recognises works created by legal
persons and provides mechanisms o
enforce rights through both civil and
criminal remedies, including measures
against digital circumvention.

The author is Vice Chancellor, National
Taw University Dyt
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The workings behind
television screens

may tum contemporary TV into something we can't even imagine now

Adhip Agarsaly

frer a few months of o heetic
summer, the rains are here,
The [IT Kanpur campus is

preen and nature's colouns
abound onee mare, With monsoon,
however, comes alive the age-old tradition
as well: Sunclay evenings of guilt-free
lazness, together with the musie of the
rain's patter, a Bollywood classic on the
TV, and some hot, simmering tea.

Orver the years, the world's
technologies hive changed shape and
formm, including the TV, Blinking
tubelights have turned to LEDs and
tedevisions hive changed from being cublc
boxes to flat screens. Why and how did
this happen?

It has something to do with physics
discoveries behind the soenes.

Electrons to light

When you switch on the TV, you really
just switch on the electrical socket where
the TV plugs in. We know sockets carry
electric currents transported by
electrans, But how do these electrons
become light?

This isn't unasual if you think aboat it
W see it all the tme in our houses, The
protagonist of this puzzle 18 a class of
materials called phosphors, The
phosphaors (which are different from the
ehement phosphorus) are also called
fluorescent compounds because they
hinve something magical about them.

When an ebectron hits a phosphor, the
material throws out light. This has to do
with the way electrons are arranged
inside these materals, When another
ehectron falls on them, the electrons in
the phosphor beeome exeited to higher
energies, When they relax back, they
throw out seme of that energy as light.

Phosphors are thus used to cover the
insidles of tubelights and fluorescent
bauilbs, 1t's the reason we call white bulbs
“CFLY', short for compact Auorescent
lamps. Inside the bulb or tabelight, one
just needs flying electrons or other
charges to hit these materials, IF you have
ever seen an old broken tubelight, the
powder insiche the glass tibse is nothing
but phosphor,

Moving plctures

In atubelight, snce we just need the light,
we can uniformly coat all sides with a
phosphor and the whaole frame will light
up when electrons strike it. But to create
a picture on a TV screen, we need a fow
regions to light up and a few regions to
remain dark. That way we can see the
landseape of lit reghons as o single image.
W also need the lit regions o be able to
change quickly — so gquickly that as the
pietures chamge, our brains think its a
!m\'ing scene rather than a series of still
images,

Enter: a major imvention of the early
cathode ray tube, A cathode
creates o stream of electrons
throaggh the tube fowing towards the
sereen. Imagine clectrons as a flock of
brirds flying in one direetion towards a
wirll, which in this case is the screen, Now
imagine a bird traffic signal manager that
can direct birds towards different points
on the wall. We similarly need a way to
direct electrons to different points on the
SCPRen.

1 we know how much to deflect them,
and how fast they are moving, we can
plan exactly the locatbon on the sereen
they will strike. And where an electron
strikes, the region will Bght up. Just like
the conductor of an orchestra, if our bird
tratfie manager can direct birds o
different locations on the wall, we can
comtinuously change the parts of the
sereen that will lighe up, creating a
moving plcture,

Magnetic fields

Mow, even as we have a stream of
electrons, how do we deflect them at will?
This is dene with the help of magnetic
fields, Electrons have a charge, and one
ean move charges using two kinds of
forees, Electric belds can make them
faster or slower, This is what we see in
clocks, wires, and torchlights, where
batteries create the fields. A magnetic
fheled, hinwever, can do something more
interesting. It doesn’t change the speed of
charged particles but it can make them
mowe in a cirebe. 1t's like when you tie a

Just like the invention of transistors gave rise to the first TV, the discovery of particles with fractional charge

GETTYIMAGES

ball with a thread: you can pull the ball
towards yourself, or you can try to swing
the ball around.

This other kind of foroe is called the
Lorentz foree — and it is applied by
magnetic felds.

W ean vse magnetie helds to move the
electrons to the location we are interested
i, and thus we have our trafie police. A
bunch of copper wires and coils can be
used to ereate these fields, Such
electron

While 2 lot of physics and engineering
poes into ereating the perfect images you
see on TV, the basic physics is simple. We
understand how electrons get directed to
different locations on the screen. As they
strike various locations, the phosphor
Hghts up. As the TV signal changes the
points where the electrons strike, the
sereen changes continuously, playing for
us our fivourite Bollywood film.

Boxes to screens to..?
With time of course, physicists discovered
new concepts and we didn't need all

those coils of wire to move electrans, In
1947, scientists at Bell Labs in the US,
Invenited the transistor, This device led to
the computer boom and eventually
sermiconductor electronics.

Here, too, the physics concepts are
similar. Instend of phosphor, we have
another light-emitting material called
gallium-arsenide-phosphide (GaAsP),
which throws out light when electrons go
into them. And instead of rays of
electrons, we can direct electrons more
precisely using electronic motherboards
like in o laptops. IF you're wondering
harw these newer technologies work,
that's o story For another day.

Thie reason we could make moving
pictures was the magnetic field's ability to
deflect electrons. Here the electrons were
meving in three dimensions, the same
number of dimensbons we live in, The
dimension of space is the number of
chrections in which we can mave. For
example, if something can move inall
directions - right-left, frontback,
top-down, it's said to exist in three
chimensions.

ATV of the future may just take
advantage of electrons forced to move in
two directions: front-back and right-left,
like an ant on a table. This happens in
somme particular materkals that physicists
cam miake in the lab,

1t tisrns out there is a big difference in
physics between two and three
chimensions. In two dimensions, if
temperatures are very low, a group of
electrons ean behave in a funny way.
They form what is called a fractional
quantum Hall state. Here, effectively new
particles emenge that have just one-third
of an electron’s change, and they can
move only along the edges of the
raterial. Robert Laughling Horst Lucwig
Stiemer, and Dandel Tsul won the physics
Mabel Prize in 1998 for discovering such
particles.

These kinds of particles are called
anyons. They are completely different
from the particles we usually encounter
in three dimensions, like electrons and
photons, Scientists are tryfmg to build a
niew, powerful kind of quantum computer
using anyons as their qubits. These
machines could be responsible for bgger
technologheal revalutions in futre, and
not just Tvs,

Bust for nesw, we still don't understand
all the physics of amyons, The Waolf Prize,
one of the most prestigious physics
prizes, was given to Jainendra Jain among
others in 2025 for developing the basic
understanding of some of this physics,
Interestingly, Prof, Jain, who now lives in
the US,, did most of his early studies in
Inclia including in Maharaja College in
Jaipiir and st T Kanpr,

1 you are inclined to understand some
of the physics that goes on here, you'll
need to learn quantum mechanics and
condensed matter physics. You can
consider taking a course in physics here
in 1T Kanpur, where some of us teach,

Future TVs

Just like the invention in 1947 of
transistons soon gave rise to the first TV,
thie discovery of particles with fractional
charge miy turn contempaorary TV into
sommething we can’t even imagine now,
We never know how discoveries in
quantum condensed matter physics today
will change the world in the next 30
WS,

Buit just like the warmth of a hot tea on
a monsoon evening, the charms of
Bollywood elassies and basie plysics
never get old,

Thie mext time you wateh an emotional
scene unfolding on your TV, don't forger
to thank the electrons and the magic
materials working sway behind the
SCreens,

Adhip Agarwala i an assistant professor
aof physics at [I'T Kepar,
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India is set to host the FIDE World Cup 2025. Here is a quiz on the game of Chess

Vighnesh 1", Venkitesh

.
QUESTION 1

India had hasted an earlier versian of the teumament

In 2002, Who woan the tournament?

[
QUESTION 2

Questions and Answars to the previous day's dally quiz: L. The name of
the mission which tack man to the maon and codenames for the Command
Modube and the Lsnar Module. Ans: Apells XI; the CM was called
Columbla, while the LM was named Eagle

2. The rocket blasted off fram this place, and the place on the moon where
the lunar module landed. Ans: Kennedy Space Center in Florida
(specifically from launch pad 304) and Ses of Tranguillity {Mare

A gome of Cheds ends with a result when ane player
‘checkmates’ the other. The word chechmate was
derlved from the Persian word Shah mat. What does
this mean?

9

QUESTION 3

Who was the first official world champlan of the
game?

h

QUESTION &
What ls the name of the rating system that measiere's
a player's prowess in the game?

(9

QUESTION §
How many maves was the langest [known| chess
game I history?
M
K

Tranquillitatis)
3. The first words spoken from the surface of the moon, Nell Armstrong
sald “Houston, Tranguillity Base here, The Eagle e ed"

A, tell imistrong carrled this during the veyage. Ans: A plece of wood from
the Wright Brothers' ploneering alrcraft 'Flyer” and a plece of fabric
from its wing

5. The connection between James Lovell, William Anders and Fred Halse. Ans:
Thiey were the backup crew bn case Armstrong, Mdrin and Colling were
unable to My

6. Michael Collins omitted this fram the insignia design for the missicn. Ams:
Thelr three names

T. The tria's version af *life insurance’ for thelr families In case they did not
ke |t back to Earth. Ans: Hundreds of sutographs, which were to be
auctioned off If and when needed by the familles

Viswal: Hame this. Ans: ‘Armaslcolite), & portmanteau word made from
Armstrong, Aldrin and Colling

Early Birds: Mobody got all the correct andwers

Visual question:

Name the player on the right and the computer he s playing
agalnst, which in 1988, became the first machine to beat a
prandmaster. THE HINDLU ARC IVES

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmaniin
& Upendran

“I'mi sorry ' late, | missed the b
“mndd Talmost walked two miles.”
"Alrnost wilked, | see, So, how did you

get here then? Did someone give youa

ride?

1 tolel you that T walked.”

"Ny, yout diddn't] You told me that you
almost walked. Which could mean that
your didn't walk at alll”

"What are you talking about?"

“There is a difference between °1
almiost walled two miles’ and 'Twalked
almost two miles'”

“There is? [ didn’t know that.”

"When you sy, T almost walked two
miles’, almost comes before the verks
walk. It implies that you did not complete
the act of walking. In other words, you
dida't walk, Perhaps you wanted to walk,
but at the kst minute you found someone
who could ghve you a ride.”

"1 see, What does T walked almost two
mifles’ mean?

“In that sentence the woard almost
comes before two miles. It tells you the
number of miles that you came close to
walking."

"1 came close to walking! You mean...”

" What it means is that you didn’t
actually walk two full miles. You came
very close to walking two miles.”

"1 think I understand, but..”

".let me give you a couple of more
examples, What do you think is the
difference between 'Ganesh almost spent
five hundred rupees’ and 'Ganesh spent
almost five hundred rupees™®”

Wil bt e sese, In the first sentence it
ells me how much money Ganesh came
close to spending. He might not have
spent exactly five hundred, but the
amount he spent is very close to five
hundred. Is that cormect?”

"That's right. He might have spent Rs,
A85 or 490, Something very close to 500,
But the thing to remember is that in this
sentence, Ganesh setually spent some

"1 thirk T undherstanc row.”

"Gl Tell me, where are you coming
firom?"

1 had to go to the dinke. As you know
my grandmother has the diabetes, so.."

.. Nou do not use the before diabetes.
You say, "My grandmother has diabetes'”

"Woui imiean diabetes lle maliria and
cancer doesn't take the before it?”

"Yees, that is right. There are a few
more illnesses that are not preceded by
the < AIDS, tuberculosis and diarrhoe,”

"Diarrhioeal Ha! Hal™

"By the way, the word diabetes has the
stress on the third syllable, The first
syllable di is pronounced like the ain
China. The e in the third syllable is
pronounced like the ee in bee, see, and
fee. And the e in the hnal syllable s
pronounced like the § in bit, At and hit”

"And is the s in the final syllable
pronounced s or 21

"It's pronounced s, Diabetes.”

“Thanks for letting me know.”

Pubiished in The Hindu on April 22,
1967

Word of the day

Surreptitious:

marked by quist and caution and secrecy; taking
pakns to avaid being observed; conducted with
ar marked Hj hidden aims or methods

SYNONYMS! furtive, sneaky, sealthy,
clandesting, secret, undarcover

Usage: He took a surmeptitious glance at his
waich,

Pronunciation:
newsth live/surreptitiouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /saprjos

For feedback and suggestions far
Text & Contest, pleade write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Test & Contest’
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A World in Climate Crisis, But Who Cares?

As Texas reels under the deadliest flood in a century, India faces its own climate tragedies with cloudbursts, landslides, and flash floods.

These interconnected disasters are not isolated acts of nature, but warning sirens in a rapidly warming world

atastrophic flood-

ing In central Texas

on July 4 killed 88

people and 41 sl
remained unaccounted on
the fifth day of rescue and
rellef. 1t has been the dead-
liest in hundred years of US
history. The flooding begun
when months' worth of rain
fell in & matter of hours, caus-
ing Guadalupe river to rise by
elght meters in 45 minutes,
Back home in India, cloud bursts in Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand have caused landslides
and ﬂondll)idalmlng nearly hundred lives in the
Last one week alone.

The flash floods due to incessant rains have also
made life difficult in other parts of the country like
Northeast, Maharashtea, Odisha too. Three labour-
ers were burled alive under landslide debris, while
carrylng out mining operations In manganese mine
in Baitarani Reserve Forests, in Odisha's Keonjhar
distelct. Why no precautions against flooding and
Landslides were taken in an o | mine dur-
ing ralny season? Business as usual s not going to
work in the warming world.

As against this, the countries of southern Europe
like Spain, Portugal, France etc. are reeling under
heat waves with maximum temperature rising above
mid-forties, an all time high. Instances of human
deaths are also reported from among the vulnera-
ble population, who worked outdoor for municl-
pal cleaning and constructions.

It seems countries have not taken note of such
disastrous climatic consequences and continue to
expand fossil fuel consumption and favour
projects requiring sacrifice of natural tree/forest

covers. Forests are the best and cheapest source of

absorption  of Carbon  dioxide from  the
atmosphere, and the only practical way to prevent
extreme climate events is to prevent deforestation
and go for massive afforestation.

Let me relterate a tale from Telangana, where
continuous misuse of Forest Rights Act (FRA)
has led to large scale deforestation In the states
notified forests.

Forum for Good G e

forest land and rejected claims over 3.7 lakh acres.
The clamour for clearing more forest land
continued, as large scale clalms were approved by
incumbent Governments before every electlon.
After the bifurcation of states Im 2014, Forest
Minister Tel in 2018 directed district level

comprising some retired All India Services
officers, a High Court judge and a social activist,
have expressed concern over approval of claima
over lakhs of acres of forest lands in July 2023
under FRA, before Movember 2013 Assembly

Is. In a letter to Secretary Ministey of Tribal
Affairs (MoTA] three months ago, the Forum has
pointed out that the regularisation of 50,000 acres
of forest lands by Nizam Government in 1940s
and 2.41 lakh acres by AP Government in 1970s
was done in undivided Andhra Pradesh before
promulgation of FRA, 2006,

Ahead of 2009 Parliamentary election, state
further approved claims over 331 lakh acres'

forest officers not to evict any encroachment on
forest land.

Minister's direction opens floodgate for
deforestation on forest land. Within two days,
Head of Forest Department (HoD) wrote to state
Government asking for the confirmation of the
declsion; state immediately clarified that there is
no such policy decision.

However, In 2023, State’s tribal department
took up a special drive by deliberately omitting
the documentary and scientific evidences
(Satellite imagery) listed in FRA Rule 13(1) and

relying on]guon village elder’s statement. The
| department in manipulating, form

action of tel

provided under rule 11¢1)(a) has violated Central
statute. Despite objections from forest officers
several district level committees (IX.Cs) admitted
the claims, but many times there were inter
departmental clashes resulting in delay.

Chief Minister on the floor of the Assembly on

12th February 2023, promised the distrlbution of

11.5 lakh acres’ forest land (4 lakh acres for tribal
and 7.5 lakh acres for other traditional forest
dwellers).

To facilitate the smooth sail by DLCs,
Telangana’s forest department HoD obtalned
facsimile signature of disteict officers and shared
with respective DLC for pasting on fabricated
apinion of Forest Department on each case of the
claim. While HoD in July 2018 referred the
Minister's Instruction  to  Government for
confirmation, another Hol¥ in February 2023
facilitated the state to approve the ineligible
claims. What a contrast? The claim of tribal

totaling 4 lakh acres in the state was approved by
July 2023, Thanks to the way shown by HoD, The
certificates were distributed by political bosses
across the state before the Assembly election.

Though the approval of claims of other
traditional forest dwellers over 7.5 lakh acres’
forest land has been paused, but the tree growth
over these are already cleared and the parcels are
brought under ploigh. The forests have lost
«carbon sequestration potential,

Story of misuse of FIRA ls similar in many other
states like Maharashira, Andhra  Pradesh,
‘Chhattisgarh etc and the latest state forest report
attributed loss of forest cover to FRA among other
factors.

However, after 150 forest rights activists have

FIRST

Column

whereas DLCs have been approving claims based
on the village elders’ oral evidence, It Is now
MoTA’s turn to explain why satellite imagery data,
which s more scientific than oral evidence, was
overlooked?

Tree felling in Kancha Gachibowli, a 400 acres
forested area near Hyderabad Central University
was undertaken by Telangana Government
in Apeil this year. State intended to divert the area
fior real estate and was clearing the tree growth at
quite a fast pace, to beat university students
protest. Finally, Supreme Court had to step in
and stop felling.

The Court rejected state’s argument that
thousands of trees already cut in 100 acres were
within exempted category of specles under
Telangana Water Land and Trees Act, 2002 and
did not require any prior permission for cutting.
Central Empowered Committee of Supreme
Court disputed the claim of the state and said that
out of 1500 trees cut in the area, only 1399 trees
were of exempted category. Such blatant violation
of law of the land is taking place, and HoD) is
found compromised.

Court further directed that the state should
restore the 100 acres’ area where tree felling is
already done. The direction was to compensate
fior the damage to environment inflicted by state
of Telangana. Compensatory afforestation s in
vogue in Forest departments system for a long
time and no forest land is diverted for any non-
forestry use without identifying the land for
growing compensatory afforestation as well as
without recovering the cost of growing such
plantations.

Court expects the state to plant up 100 acres’
area where tree growth is already cleared, with
suitable native species. With moderate to scanty
rainfall in Hyderabad reglon, the survival of the
seedlings in barren area would be quite
challenging, and like any other compensatory
plantation, this is also likely to fall, unless special
provisions for protection and  watering is
provided. Supreme Court in TN Godavarman
case had already directed states and UTs
constitute Expert Committees to identify all
wooded areas, which are non-notified forests duly
taking into account the dictionary meaning of the
word ‘forests” and states/UTs should treat all such
areas as forests for the purpose of Forest
{(Conservation) Act, 1980,

CEC has also said that Kancha Gachibowli has
all characteristic of forests. One of the proposal of
state of Telangana s to convert the area into "Eco-
park! It is human centrlc development activity
and will not render the full potential ecological
services it can provide. The entire area should be
restored and managed as natural forests, if we are

objected to this, MoTA has g d its sister
ministry (MoEF & CC) and asked for the proof of
such attribution. The state forest reports are
finalised based on the satellite imagery data,

o | Its carbon potential,

The writer is Retired Principal Chief Consesvabor of Fonssts
(Head of Forest Force) Kamataka.

Inequalities in India: A Deep Dive into
the World Bank’s Spring 2025 Report

he World Bank's

I recently released
“Spring 2025 Poverty

and Equity Brief’ has
sparked a significant
ebate in India and
around the world. The
central question that has
stirred Intellectuals, poli-
cymakers, and economists

e bs: this: Has IndEa real-
Iy become the fourth most
equal country In the
world, as the report clalms? The assertion is par-
ticularly surprising because it stands in contrast
to the prevailing nareative that inequality has
increased alongside economic growth in recent

ars. For a long time, experts and researchers

ave polnted to a widening gap between the rich
and the poor in India. Several studies and house-
lhodd surveys have revealed that the benefits of eco-
nomic growth have not been equitably distributed.
Income and wealth disparities have persisted, and
in many cases, worsened. Critics argue that
while a small segment of the population has grown
exponentially wealthy, the majority have elther
stagnated or seen only marginal improvements in
their living standards.

S0, when the World Bank report presents a plc-
ture of declining inequality and improved con-
sumption equity, confusion — and skepticlsm —
are natural responses. Is this merely a statistical
mirage, a data manipulation as critics claim, or is
there some truth to the assertion that India is on
the path to becoming a more equal society?
Understanding the Inequality
Metrics: Gini Coefficient and

nd

T assess inequality, economists often use the "Ginl
coefficient’, which ranges from 0 (complete
equallty} to 1 {complete inequality). .-\ccn.rdm?m
data from the Mational Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER), Indias income Ginl
coefficient in 2023 was 0410, up from 0.371 in
1955, indicating a clear increase in income
inequality over the decades.

When we look at wealth distribution, the scenario
becomes even starker. In rural India, the wealth
Ginl coefficient rose from 0.341 in 1955 to 0.405
i 2023, Urban India showed a slight decline from
0,392 to 0382 In the same period but remained
highly unequal.

These figures present a long-term view of grow-
Ing income and asset inequalities. Yet, paradoxi-
cally, consumption-based inequality seems to be
narrowing, especially over the last decade.

The Decline in Consumption
Inequality

Here lies the heart of the World Bank's claim. The
report — like earlier ones from the UNDP — high-

ASHWANI
MAHAJAN

lights that “extreme poverty in India has sharply
declined”, and “consumption inequality has
reduced significantly”. As per the report, the Gini
Index for consumption {on a scale of O to 104) fell
From 28.8 in 2011 to 25.5 in 2022, That’s a notable
Improvement in just over a decade.

The Warld Bank also highlighted a dramatic
reduction in the number of people living in
extreme poverty, Using the international theesh-
old of $3.00 per day (adjusted for purchasing
power parity), only 5.3 per cent of Indians were
living in extrerne poverty in 2022-23 — down from
a staggering 27.1 per cent in 2011-12. If one applies
the older benchmark of $2.15/day, :hs:ﬁghurc dmfs
o just 2.3 per cent. Clearly, these numbers indi-
cate a transformative shift in living standards and
access to basic goods and services for millions of
Indians. Despite these encouraglng signs, critics
remain unconvinced, Thelr arguments against the
World Bank report are rooted in methodology,
definitions, and data interpretation.

They argue that the report is based on the
Id I Expend Survey
(HCES), which does not capture “income and
wealth Inequalities” Consumption data, they
argue, is not a reliable indicator of inequality
because wealthy individuals tend to “understate
consumption” and save a larger proportion of thelr
Income. As a result, consumption-based Ginl coef-
ficients typically “underestimate inequality”

Second, critics claim that the “survey method-
ology is flawed’, particularly in capturing data from
the top 5 per cent of income earners,

These individuals often “under-report their
expenditures”, leading to skewed results that sug-
gest a lower level of inequality than actually exists,

Third, they highlight the “incompatibility
between the 2011-12 and 2022-23 surveys”, due
to changes in methodology, sampling, and gues-
thonnaire design.

This makes a direct o n—and the

mary and secondary healthcare” under schemes
like “Ayushman Bharat", have all contributed to
improving the lives of the poor.
hat distinguishes the recent approach from

older welfare models is the “efficiency of imple-
mentation”. Previously, much of the budgeted assis-
tance falled to reach the intended beneficiarles due
to leakages and corruption. However, the intro-
ductlon of ‘56 crore Jan Dhan bank accounts,
‘Aadhaar-based identification, and “Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT)" has significantly minimised leak-
age, making Government ald more effective.

These structural reforms have led 1w a “visible
improvement in the consumption capacity” of the
lower-income population, which, in turn, is
reflected in the Ginl consumption index.

The Road Ahead: Reducing
Inequality Beyond Consumption
‘While the narrowing of ¢ I |

When Guru Dutt met
Dev Anand

1950 stands out as a unigque phase. It

was a phase of distinctive styles,
themes, innovation, and storytelling, The
era saw a unique fugatbandi between two
distinctive personalities, both legends
and creators of meaningful content, deep
thought. and insight. In the centenary
birth year of the master Guru Dutt, it
would not be out of place to coerelate his
genius relationship with Dev Anand,
which gave Hindi clinema a new wave
and phase of cinematic excellence,
expression, and postrayal. Much has been document-
ed and written about CGur Duutts work since the cen-
tenary celebrations began on 9th July. It would be a
befitting tribute to dive deep into the two distinc-
tive styles of creators that redefined the art of film-

k] the silver screen. The serious, emotive and

In the golden era of Hindi cinema,

Is  notable achievernent, “it should not be seen
as the final goal® The rellance on “Government
support and subsidies” raises sustalnability con-
cerns. Welfare schemes can create a buffer but can-
not “eliminate the root causes” of poverty or
inequality. To reduce “income and wealth inequal-
ity" in the long term, India must move towards
“empowerment and capacity building”. This
includes:

® Expanding access to quality education

® Vocational training and skill development

® Suppaort for micro-enterprises and entrepre-
neurshi

® Decentralised development to uplift rural
economies: By focusing on these areas, India can
ensure that individuals are not merely con-
sumers of Government assistance but “contribu-
tors to and beneficiaries of economic growth”.

Conclusion
Tl wer whether India has become more

World Bank's conclusions — less reliable. Fourth,
it is noted that only about “49 per cent of the
natienal consumption” was captured by the sur-
vey. The rest — largely comprising the consump-

equal reflects deeper questions about how we mea-
sure Inequality and what indicators we prioritise.
While the World Bank’s report does suggest gen-
uine improvements, especlally in terms of “con-

thon of the weal — remains. esent-
ed, further weakening the validity of conclusions
drawn about overall inequality.

Has Inequality Really Reduced?

Despite these concerns, the reduction in 1-
t:,":.ﬁd tmproved mnsumgtl.on standards mot
be dismissed. Multiple global institutions, frem the
UNDP to the World Bank, acknowledge these
chan;

This progress has much to do with a series of wel-
fare-driven and incluslon-focused policies imple-
mented in India over the past decade.

For Instance, the construction of over *3 crore
houses in rural areas” and *1 crore in urban India’
the near-universal provision of “electricity, piped
water, chean cooking fuel”, and access to “free pri-

p based equity” and “poverty reduc-
thon', it does not invalldate concerns about rising
“income and wealth concentration”

It Is possible that “both perspectives hold
truth”— that “poverty and consumption inequal-
ity have reduced’, while “Income and wealth
inequality remain high”.

The challenge now is to sustain the gains made
through welfare-driven support and transition
towards a model of “empowerment, productivi-
iy, and equitable opportunity” Only then can India
truly achleve the vision of an inclusive and equal
soclety — not just in consumption, but in every
dimension of economic life.

(The writes is National Co-cosvenor of
Swadeshi Jagran Masc h)

focused style of Guru Dutt and the charming, ener-
getlc and flamboyance of Dev Sahab blending well
with each other. Despite the different approaches, it
was the CONVErgence af themes, styles, ideas, narra-
tion and vision of cinema that made Guru Dutt and
Dhev Anand complement each other through the lens
af d monds,
Melancholy was the mantra of Guru Dutt — under-
Iying the theme of his movies, amplified through
characters, the search for perfection, complex cine-
matic situations, and soul-searching visuals. Dev
Anand, on the contrary, displayed a unigue infec-
tlous energy, which ran throu, mus roles, person-
ality, and treatment of subjects. His style of storytelling
was quiet, aspl d, youthful, and optimistic. In

&

o
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the treatment and character of the fllm.
‘While the movie was based on the com-
plex interface and relationships, the visu-
alisation was quite focused, leaving audi-
ences to enjoy a nail-biting storyline. The
maovie mz:’wd the complexity of life
involving deceit, falsehood, and dark
undertones. CID a8 a maovie teuly chal-
lenged conventional storytelling. It gave
anew architecture and design to creative
collaboration.

As a movie, CID created a new form
of cinema that embeaced romance, youth-
fiul idealism, vibrant creativity, melodious music inter-
spersed with moods, emotions and deep meaning
Tyrice. For both the legends, the projection of emo-
tion and moods through songs created an unprece-
dented buzz of excltement, involvement of charac-
tiers and catchy and celebratory moments. Songs for
Guru Dutt $nrmwed. pain, emotion and gave audi-
ences a critique of life. The tone remalned melan-
cholic. For Dev Anand, songs were the preface to an
enjoyable moment, sequence or segment of the
maovie, Songs for both were ingrained in the cine-
matic landscape and narrative mood, though con-
tent context remalned different. Guru Dutt’s lyrics
were tied to Introspection and emotional language.
Dev Anand looked at songs in a celebratory mood
or charm that gave hope. Yet both produced mem-
orable songs with unique composition and moods.
The music jugafband of Dev Anand and Guru Dutt
created a stir of theughts, reflections and unique por-
trayal of hurman emotions. Songs on Dev Anand had
a trad o exch reinforcing the zeal and zest

the movies that both legends collsborated, we getan
Insight of the artistic depth of their personalities and
thelr cinematic vislon that appealed to andiences.
Their vision was strongly ingrained in a deep-root-
ed friendship. There are very telling anecdotes which
marked the beginning of an unforgettable associa-
thon. This was further cemented by a promise made
to each other of complimenting their strengths at an

riate juncture, Thelr unwritten promise acted
as a catalyst, leading Hindi cinema to embrace the
most memaorable films. Baezi was the first collabo-
rative venture between the two legends in IQSI.JJNF
duced under the Mavketan Banner. Dev Anand's char-
acter |n the film had many contrasts and personal-
ity traits. Each of them were perfectly visualised and
framed by Guru Dutts creative thinking and well-
crafted visuals. The dialogues, storyboard and por-
trayal of principal characters reflected the mastery
of Guru Dutt’s wisdom and Dev Anand's spontane-
ity and youthfulness. A perfect blend of creativity,
moods, elegance scripted through tight direction and
subitle narration. The beauty of Dev Anand and Guru
Drutt's relationship was the mutual influence that the
two legends had on each other despite contrasting
styles. Guru Duit and Dev Anand’s second venture
was faal in 1952, The movie created a new wave of
storytelling as It gave a new aesthetic ecosystem to

for life. On several occasions, the lyrles quietly
observed deep philosophical leanings. The social
appeal of his songs had high entertalnment value,
pensioned for love, emotions and charm.

Guru Dutt used songs and music to extend his cin-
ematic philosophy and vision. Both created the space
fior msic tor be an integral part of the cinematic anchi-
tecture. Dew Anand beautifully incorporated the sen-
sibilities of Guru Duit in his image and portrayal,
He tailoured his dialogue delivery e d
incorporated them with the serlousness of the char-
acter, emotional connect and a unique mm\mlu

As an actor, h | d the aes-
thetics of Guru Dutt, portraying loneliness, pain,
pathos and anxiety refated to his role and character,
Both Guru Dutt and Dev Anand were masters of
indulging with new experimentations with entertain-
ment and film narration. Both connected well with
Tuman peyche and human anxeties in their roles and
directional ventures. Guru Dutt influenced Dev
Anand in portraying loneliness, a critical component
in his roles. As an actor, Dev Anand was influenced
by the realism quotient of Guru Dutt, which deplet-
ed reality and a restrained approach to life.
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The Transformational
Journey of the Northeast

With Modi's Act East Policy and infrastructure push, the
region is carving out a new identity
r sinca Prima Minister Narandra Maodi came to power, he has
bean keen to bring the Mortheast to the national forefront and his
focus has had a pi pact on the ragion’s and
progress. For decades, India’s Nartheastam region remained one of the
most everlooked and underdeveloped parts of tha country. Despite its
rich cultural diversity, strategic location and natural rasources, the

The Dalai Lama Dashes China’s Succession Bid

The Tibetan spiritual leader delivered a clear rebuke to Beijing on his 90th hirthday. The bold assertion has rattled
Chinese authorities, who would find it difficult to have their own Dalai Lama as the spiritual head of Tibet

hinas long-
held hope
that it would
choose the
next Dalai Lama and
thus strengthen its
stranglehold over
Tibet — has been
dashed after the

“Sewen Sisters” (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura) |lus Sikkim often strugglad with poar
Howavar, in recent
years, gion has avisible Prima Ministar
Modi, during several visits and speeches, has consistently assertad that
the Mortheast is no longer “remote” but *mainstream.” Recently,
speaking about the Northeast at the Rising Northaast Investors'
Summit, he said that there was a time when the Northeast was
merely called a frontier region. Today, it is emerging as the “Front-
Runner of Growth.” And rightly so, as the Northeast is fast changing and
becoming mainstream.

Under the Modi Govermment, there has been a major push to enhanca

physical connectivity in the Northeast. Projects like the ‘Bogibeal Bridge'

in Assam, improved national highways and the UDAN schame for
ragional air conmectivity have significantly reduced travel time and
‘opened up the region for trade and tourism. Railways have reached
araas like Manipur and Mizoram for the first time and plans are
underway to further intagrate the region into the national railway
natwork. Security has been a nin the

However, the Modi Government has managed to bring several insurgant
Eroups to the table. Ceasafi and paace
accords — such as the Bodo Accord In.l.sam hiave built an
environmant of trust, though a lot neads to be dome in Manipur, where
the law and order situation remains a serious cause of concem, and a

to the ethnic strif ds to be found an a priosty basis.
Rebranding the earlier “Look East Policy,” Modi's “Act East Policy’
the strategic of th as India's
Eateway to Southeast Asia.

With cross-barder projects like the India-Myanmar-Thailand

Trilateral Highway, the region is being positioned as a vital link for trade

and ymic potential. The Digital India and
Jan Dhan Yojana initiatives have improved access to banking and

Govemmaent services. Prime Minister Modi has frequently celebrated the

Northeast's unique cultura on national platforms, fostering a sense of
belonging among its people.

[Events such as the North East Festival and promotion of the region's

cuising, crafts and traditional knowledge systems have halped bridge

the cultural divide between the Northeast and the rest of India. Tourism

has been identified as a major economic driver. With impraoved
connectivity and Gowemmant support, the region is now attracting
domestic and intemational tourists.

Daspite these gains, challengas such s ethnic tensions, limited

Buddhist spiritual
leader's announce-
ment that it will be
the Gaden Phodrang
Trust. comprising his
inner circle of monks, which will have the
sole authority to recognise his future
reincarnation.

Significantly, in clear messaging to
China on his 90th birthday, the Ldth
Dralal Lama also said that “no one else has
any such authority to interfere in this mat-
ter” This has predictably left China, which
describes its annexatlon of Tibet in 1951
as “peaceful liberation” bristling with
anger. It has thrown a spanner in the works
of the Chinese reglme's well-la
to appoint a person of its choos|
next alai Lama. Even if two Dalal Lamas
are now appointed — one chosen by
Beijing and the other by the Gaden
Phodrang Trust — the former is unlikely
to enjoy much credibility or stature among

PARUL
CHANDRA

as a “separatlst”
ambassador in New Delhl, Xu Felhong,

A fulminating Chinese

armies in eastern Ladakh, Belllmg has as yet

shown no Inclination for the larger process

Tibetans or even the world at large.

More broadly, China perceives this
announcement as one that questions its
soverelgnty over Tibet, well over seven
decades after it usurped the region. It is
extremely sensitive about this issue amid
well-founded criticiem for its attempts to
erase the soclo-cultural and religious iden-
tity of the Tibetan people. 1t stands accused
of ‘Sinicisation’ of the reglon while curb-
ing — quite aggressively — the freedom of
Tibetans in its effort to assimilate the reglon
with mainland China.

‘China also no longer uses the name Tibet
officially, with the region now called
Xizang {Chinese name for Tibet). It found
its way into the 19th White Paper released
by China on Tibet in 2023, But a mere
name change, while not acceding to the
demand for autenomy by its people, will
not facilitate assimilation. The current
Dalai Lama has become the lodestar for
Tibetans worldwide in their resistance to
China's oppressive policies in their home-
land — something that has become a bit-
ter pill for Beijing to swallow. Beijing
launched a broadside against the

industrial and
trajactory is positive. Tha risa of th
one of the most notable success stories in recent times.

states is

A glant biedegradable land art painting titled Vers 'herizon by Freach-
Swiss artis! Saype adorns the ddges of Grand Chamossalre above
Villars, Switzerland. PTI

ns persist. But the averall

Dalai Lama, following his announcement
about a successor, once again dubbing the
much-revered Tibetan spiritual leader,
whao has lived in exile in India since 1959,

tweeted: “The reincarnation of Dalal

Lamas nelther began from him nor will end
due to him. He has no authority to decide
whether the reincarnation system shall con-
tinue or be abolished.”

The post reflected China's frustration
and anger at the Dalal Lama’s announce-
ment, which will also take away the legit-
imacy of any successor appointed by
Beijing. In the event that there are two
Dalal Lamas, New Delhi should ally
recognise the one chosen by the Gaden
Phodrang Trust, instead of teying to play
a neutral role as 1s being su ed by some.
It is about time India &qed%?( 3
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile on its soil to its strategic

d g, shedding its inhibitions about
not rubbing China the wrong way. While
India recognises the Tibet Autonomous
Region as an inalienable part of China, it
needs te throw Its welght behind the next
Dalai Lama chosen by the Trust, given that
Beijing has shown little concern for New
Delhl’s own strategle Interests. India did
well by sending some ministers to partic-
ipate in the birthday celebrations of the
l4th Dalai Lama in McLeodganj,
Diharams L o July 6. Among them were
Minorities Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju,
who belongs te Arunachal Pradesh, as well

e presence of

THE CURRENT DALAI LAMA
HAS BECOME THE LODESTAR
FOR TIBETANS WORLDWIDE IN
THEIR RESISTANCE TO CHINA'S
OPPRESSIVE POLICIES IN
THEIR HOMELAND —
SOMETHING THAT HAS
BECOME A BITTER PILL FOR
BEWING TO SWALLOW

as the state’s Chief Minister, Pema Khandu.
China claims the Indian Northeastern
state as “South Tibet” or "Zangnan™ Prime
Minister Narendra Modi too sent birthday
greetings to the spiritual leader, all of which
raised Beljing's hackles.

China has not only been making deep
Inroads into India's nelghbourhood, but
also been seeking to grab large parts of
what India claims as its own territory
through its salami-slicing tactics — the
attempt to do so In eastern Ladakh is the

latest such instance. Though there has been .-

disengagement from immediate face-off
sites between the Indian and Chinese

of de-escalation and de-induction of troops
amassed along the entire 3,488-km-long
Line of Actual Control. China's deep mil-
itary collusion with Pakistan also poses a
meajor threat to Indias security.

The latest such instance was the active
assistance China provided to Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor. Apart from
extensively using Chinese military hard-
ware and software, Islamabad also got live
satellite feeds from Beljing on Indian mil-
itary deployments during the May 7-10,
cross-border hostilities. China, of course,
also readily comes to Pakistans defence on
the cross-border terrorism it actively aids
and abets against India. At the recent SCO
meet in China, Islamabad found backing
from Beijing in omitting the mention of the
Pahalgam terror massacre in the joint state-
ment, which was eventually not adopted
due to New Delhi’s ﬁtmn%’abjecll.ons_

Time and again, China has shown itself
o be an untrustworthy — even perfidious
— neighbour. There is little reason, there-
fore, for Indla to be mindful of Chinese
sensitivities on the Dalal Lama issue any
more. Rather, its own strategic interests
need to be paramount.

(The writer is & senior joumalist who writes
‘on strategic affairs)

A mind’s compass and a heart’s rudder

ical thinking becomes indisp

ble. If crit-  und,

g its workers and harming the environment. The

. devoid

man era where machines can solve equations ina

blink and algorithms predict our desires before we

voice them, the worth of human judgement teeters
on the edge. As technology evolves and our cholces
grow ever more complex, we are compelled not only
to examine what we think, but also how and why we
think. And within this introspective exercise emerges
avital question: Does critical thinking include ethical
thml.ungr.lor does ethical thinking require critical think-
ing? At first glance, the two seem similar — both pil-
lars of intellectual maturity and clarity. But look closer, and
thelr differences become apparent.

One I:E:'ound.ed:n]ngl.c evidence, and structured analy-
sis; the other is informed by principles of fairness, empa-
thy, and moral integrity. Much like a ship and lts rudder,
they are most powerful together. A vessel may sall switly,
but without direction, it risks wreckage. Critical thinking
Is the foundation of Intelligent analysis. It helps us evalu-
ate facts, spot fallackes, question assumptions, and arrive at
rational conclusbons. It is the skill of navigating a foggy world
where misinformatbon can spread faster than truth. But crit-
ical thinking is not, in ltuli moral. Il isa tnol — capable
of constructing life g pop-
ulations with equal efficiency. Like a 1:.![ el, It can heal or
harm depending on the intent behind it. That is where eth-

ical thinking teaches us how to think, eth-
lcal thinking teaches us why. It draws from
empathy, justice, and concern for the
greater — not from sentimentality, but
from deliberate moral reasoning,

Ethics challenges us to look beyond legal-
ity into legitimacy, beyond rules into
responsibilities. Yet, without critical rigour,
ethical thinking becomes shallow. Good
Intentions can still result in bad cutcomes
If not examined thoroughly. As the adage
reminds us, “The read to hell is paved with
good intentions” Take the example of
Edward Snowden. Agree or not with his revelations, one
must acknowledge the depth of both ethical and critical
dellbe:allm behind his chm:e ?ntmd.en did not act

wrestl,

<y, law, and COnsequence. His was a decislon where ethical
conviction rested on the shoulders of critical reflection.
On a more everyday scale, imagine a teacher confronting
a student caught cheating. A purely rule-based response
might dictate punishment. But ethical thinking urges a deep-
er look — what led the student to cheat? Was it fear, pres-
sure, or lack of support? This is not about excusing wrongs
It ks about understanding causes, applying discernment, and
seeking just resolutions. Conversely, critical thinking with-

out ethical grounding can turn dangerous. A company might
conduct 1[2][8.[ m“%m analysis to maximise profit while

strategy might be efficient, but it lacks soul. Loj
of values, becomes amoral. As Elnsteln once sakd, every-
thing that counts can be counted” Indeed, ethical
thinking demands the same faculties as critical thinking —
analysis, evaluation, perspective — but it also requires a
moral compass.

It s noit about blindly following rules; it is about wrestling
with what is right, even when it is not easy. It is about rec-
onciling legality with justice, efficiency with empathy, self-
Interest with collective good. The COVID-19 pandemic laid
bare this need for moral reasoning coupled with critical clar-
ity. Governments were forced to make agonising declsions
— how to distribute limited resources, when to impose or
Lift lockdowns. These were not just policy cholces, but eth-
ical dilemmas requiring careful, compassionate reasoning.

Ultimately, to separate critical and ethical thinking is a
false dichotomy. They are not rivals, but partners. Critical
thinking may give us the skeleton; ethical thinking breathes
life into it. A clear mind is valuable, but 2 mind that also
feels and reasons with integrity is transformative.

So yes, ethical thinking d?on require critical thinking, as

fire needs eocygen. But the reverse Is not always true. We must
teach not La ust how to think, but how to think rightly. For
in a world brimming with bright minds, what we truly need

are wise hearts.

(Te mriter is & spivitual teacher and
o popular eolumnist)

WHEN THE GUNS FALL SILENT, SO

Letters

Forgotten promise of justice

The acquittal of all 12 individuals in the 2006 Mumbal train
blast case by the Bombay HC is a stark reminder of the deep
flaws within our criminal justice system. After spending over
a decade behind bars — some under death sentences —
these men have finally been declared innocent. But what
does one say to someone who has lost 17 years of their Life
to a failed Lnvestigation and a trial built on weak, incon-
clusive evidence?

The High Court’s obeervation that there was no credi-
ble evidence, and that suspicion alone cannot convict, is a
danning indictment of our investigating agencles and pros-
ecution. The role of the Anti-Tereoelam Squad, which arrest-
ed these men and bullt the case against them, must now
come under urgent scruting. If these individuals were inno-
cent, the real perpetrators of one of Indias deadliest terror
attacks remain unidentified and free. Innocent lives were
caged, families were shattered, and public trust in ouwr legal
Instliutions weakened.

The victims of the blasts have received neither closure
nor truth, We must now demand accountability — not just
for the wrongful confinement of these men, but also for the
collective failure of our begal machinery. fustice is not served
by imprisoning the innocent while the guilty roam free. A
democracy must uphold justice with I%(DKU. falrness, and
— most importantly — in time.

VISHAL MAYUR | KARMATAKA

Caught between war and humanity

Since the time humans began using their intellectual abil-
Ities to bring about the Agriculteral Revolution, the
Industrial Revolution, and the Technological Revelution
— ushering in new social systems — there has also been
a gradual erosion of human values. Today, in the age of
Artificial Intelligence, we talk about integrating emotions,
feelings, and sensitivites into robots and mau_hmeL
Iromically, these very emotions are vanishing eapldly fr
within us. Mot a single year has passed since the ln
ning of the 21st century without some war or conflict
erupting in some corner of the world.

On one hand, humanity has been scaling the peaks
of progress, acquiring ever-advanced technologlcal capa-
bilitles. On the other hand, emotions like empathy, love,
warmth, and compassion towards fellow human belngs
are fading at a rapid pace. The great Lrony is that we are
now trying to rediscover that warmith and emotional con-
nection In robots and machines. Today, we are using
robots and drones in warfare to eliminate each other.
Perhaps, as mentioned at the end of the Indian epic
Mahabharata, Yodhishthiea rightly states: 0 nobile ories,
peace can mever come frome war. War is never the wltimate
solution uder any circamstance” And yet, today —
calling ourselves an advanced species — we continue to
Inok for final solutions in war itself.

JITESH MORI | GUIARAT

to the Editor

Topsy-Turvy way of Trump

The Trump administration imposed new restrictions
on flights frem Mexico and threatened to end a long-
standing partnership between Delta Alr Limes and
Aeromexico in response to limits the Mexican
Government placed on passenger and cargo flights into
Mexico City several years ago.

The move violated a trade agreement between the two
countries and gave domestic airlines an unfalr advan-
tage. Mexico Is the top forelgn destination for
Americans, with more than 40 million passengers fly-
ing there last year. Let these actlons serve as a
wamlng Lo i 4\' country that thinks it can take advan-

ge of the U5, its carrlers, and its market. "America

Flnt means fighting for the fundamental principle of

falrness.

All Mexican passenger, cargo, and charter airlines
will now be required to submit thelr schedules to the
Transportation D and seek G
approval of thelr lllghn until Duffy is satisfied with the
way Mexico Is treating US alrlines. Trump Is trying hard
to destabilise the trusted system of transactions and
trade relationships with a whimsical approach that is
dnvl.:ls away even neighbouring countries. Trump's uni-
lateralism undermines long-standing partnerships and
disrupts regional cooperation.

IARNTHY 5 MANIAM | MUMBAI

DOES ACCOUNTABILITY

We are quick to christen every armed
intervention with hyped publicity in its
wake. Then comes the routine
confrontation in Parliament with an
Dpposition that merely wishes to e
heard, not Bstened to. AN this only
ends in unproductive silence — il the
mext insance

The 2016 gurglcsl strikes or the
Balakot air sirike were celebrated for
theeir audacity, but there were ne post-
factn institutional reviews, audits, or
ensaa-party briefings.

Sindoor seems fashioned likewise,
but the guotes from the Oval Office are

eversight and systemic dechassafication
for public sccountabilty create space
for reforma,

By contrast, at home, we tilt too
eavily Wowards executie secrecy and,
in some concession, to selective
disclosure. The need is for & dedicated
Parliamesntary Qversight Commattee o
Defence and latelligence, &
declassification pokicy, and &
commilment to table white papers
S0 motu,

Silence alter war of major canflict
may sesve political opties, but
tranaparent post-conilict discourse

theugh its findings

gotling unsattling. The Kargl Revew  builds Lrust and strengthens
‘was a plion — Mature
ger when they
10 the US, eonficts from Vistnamta  reflect — not just when they retaliate,

Atghanistan have triggered public
hearings, congressional oversight, and
introgpection. The UK undertoek a full-
scale inguiry into the Irag war that
rought out inteligence Tailures and
Jeadership lapaes. Institutional

A culture of silence after conflict
weakens instituticnal integrity. Real
atrength lies in transparency, net
theatrics.

Pleasa send yo lester

"We appeeciate your! k.
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The game is on

Designation of The Resistance Front as a terrorist group is welcome, but also a reminder: We must assert
our narrative, unfiltered by Western media, unpressured by superpower coercion

MANOJ K CHANNAN

ASIM MUNIR'S VISIT to Washington reaf-
firmed Pakistan's alignment with LIS strate-
gicinterests. Publicly endorsed by CENTOOM
chief General Michael E Kurilla as a “phe-
nomenal partner”, Pakistan continues to po-
sition itself as a countertermorism alby, despite
its longstanding use of militant groups as for-
eign policy toals, These developments un-
derscore the transactional nature of the US-
I"alustan relationship, u\.hcr\: taﬁ:l‘lta|
often -t

strategic divergence.

Forlndia, this highlights the need for vig-

il
gional security issues, particularly as
‘Washington continues to balance its ties
with both Islamabad and News Delhi. India's
approach must be practical, based on real-
ism, and free from the historical baggage that
hinders progress.

The recent designation of The Resistance
Front (TRF), a rebranded offshoot of the
banm:d Lashbkar r—Taiha[].cTLas aglobal ter-

isation by the LS mare
thanJustam\uwcm:rmnsm action. [tsends
a strategic message that connects with
broader regional dynamics and internal
shifts within Pakistan. The US has long
utilised terror designations, military aid, and

solely through the lens of the Afghan conflict
but instead as a flexible partner, willing to

CCONOMIIC| influence. The
timing of the TRF's listing — during
backchanne]l meetings, changing alliances,

o tall not

meet hange for support. The
daysof aid Toyalty are gone —
now, cooperation is transactional, and

be seen as coincidental

Pakistan, under the informal control of
the powerful military establishment led by
Munir, remains a central player in this situ-
ation, Mumr maybe
fior ytocivilian lead-

Pakistan's
mer to cooperate.
For India, this situation presents both a
challenge and an opportunity. The shifting
alignment of US interests — sometimes
favouring Palkdstan, at other times leaning to-
ia — requires aclear and

ership — possibly as the country’s next pres-
ident — add a new layer of complexity. The
Palkdstan Armry has always played a dual role,
taining the appearance of democratic gov-
ernance. [f Munir does become president, it
wiuld i lise what has long
secret: Pakistan is a state run by its generals,
not its elected officials.

Munir's current influence, by

sponse. American suppaort for Indian secu-
rity remains strong, but it is not without
conditions. Washington will prioritiseits na-
tional interests above all, even if that means
playing both sides in South Asia.

‘Whether it's counterterrorism coopera-
tion, arms sales, ar trade negntiations, New:
Delhi must assert its independence with
‘Washington. American tariffs and weapons
deals serve as tooks of influence.,

public accountahility, distorts Pakdstan’s al-
rradylragﬂrdcmmatw!rumut Hlsman-
agement of policy

sway policy decisions or gain concessions.
India’s autonomy is crucial in these interac-
tions, and it must remain focused onits na-
. T .

blurs the line between gow and mil-
itary strategy. Recent high-level meetings in-
wvolving Munir and the chief of the Pakistan
Air ch:r [MFL coinciding with TRF's terror

ions about the legit-

intoa state of dependency.

to form. Ru.ma and China are showing re-

newed i

imacy and goals of these interactions.
The backdrop to these

Inefia-China (RIC) grouping Although tth tri-

|ateral

likehy Pakistan's urgent military needs. Indlan
punitive strikes during Operation Sindoor
caused significant damage to key Pakistani
airbases at Mur Khan and Sargodha, amongst
others, requiring repairs and replacements.

or the Quad, it sl:rvrsasancsscmal coun-
terbalance to Western influence. India
should explore this space, not out of ungues-
tioning loyalty, but to prevent undue pres-
sure from any single power bloc.

he e of the Taliban in

The PAFi parts for
its F-16 flcet — a need that cannot be met
mthnu( LI‘S :DDpnat)on It appears that thl:

\Mth ‘Washington to s:cult?thls support
without resorting to IMF or World Bank
funds, thereby avoiding scruting of military
spending amid economic instability.

This implicit understanding bcrwn:mhl:
US and Pakistan reflects an e relation-
ship. Washington no longer views [slamabad

i
Afghanistan, three decades after being
ousted, and the US's ongoing operational
presence in the region{including leasing air-
hases and printing Afghan currency ) indicate
along-term Americaninterest in Central and
South Asia. These actions are not driven by
altruism — they are part of a calculated strat-
egy to maintain influence in one of the
world's most volatile regions.

India must recognise that it is being

India must recognise that it is
being watched, evaluated, and
targeted by global powers who
see it as both a partner and a
pawn. In this envitonment,
the principles of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
gain renewed relevance. Not
the NAM of the Cold War era,
but a reimagined model

one that is pragmatic, flexible,
and focused on issue-hased
cooperation rather than
idenlogical lovalty. To navigate
this complexity, India must
also look inward. Thereis an
urgent need to engage its
neighbours, not as
subordinates, but as

equal stakeholders.

CR Sasikumar

watched, evaluated, and targeted by global
powers who see it as both a partner and a
pawn. [n this environment, the principles
of the Non-Aligned Movement [MAM ) gain
renewed relevance. Not the NAM of the
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The truth revealed by the Epstein scandal — that ordinary Americans are deeply

angry at the unfairmess and abuses

reated by elites — is worth heeding.”

= THE GUARDIAN

Political questions,
textbook answers

NCERT history books and their revisions frame a
challenge: To reckon with violence in medieval
ages, nudge people to see it in context

of kingdoms far away from sultanates in
Diedhi Yet, an understanding of violence in
pm—mndrrn times is a relatively recent his-
pursuit. Ch, i d

tion of places of worship continue to be

stress the po-
Iml:al |mpu|s|:s hrhmd su(h violenoe — as
The standard

KAUSHIK Das GUPTA

REVISION OF SOC0AL science o5

response is also that instances of destruc-
tion of places of worship by sultans and
thadshahs were far lt'wrr compared to the

rants ¢

pecially history readers, has become par for
the course. Most times, this exercise is not
guided by the scholarly imperative to mir-
ror developments in knowledge. Instead,
it seems to bear the ideological hallmarks
of those in power. Textbooks have long
borne this burden. However, there's a dif-
ference in today's restructuring of reading
material compared to schoolbook rewrit-
ing exercises of the past.

Inthe last five years, parts of history text-
books have been cither excised or modified,
andthec

ies .i\hlsmman shuuld. of course, Ix:]udgcd
oy her fealty to facts. Viewed from that per-
spective, there is nothing wrong with how
mast professional historians have re-

toallegations of “brutality” levied
on Islamic kings.

However, today the challenge in class-
rooms — and beyond — is not just to pro-
vide a point-to-point counter. The inter-
net, political propaganda, social media,
films and TV make lives information-
hravy Mm’\pp chats have p:\:r:\pltarrd

fsome of the fil-

ters oni

riety of fac ionalising c
to reducing the burden on students, These
exercises claim tobe motivated by a desine
toensure student “well-being”, but carry
imprints of the ruling regime’s anxiety to
Ratten social complexities.

Introduced last week, the latest
changes, dotted with references to the
“brutality” of medieval Muslim kings, cary
adisclaimer, 'Motes on Some Darker Periods
DFHlsmry ]tsays"" e held

How can narratives that place viokence
in medieval times in their historical con-
text help? Why do prople need to under-
stand the complexities of times when
rulers could destroy some temples and
give grants to many others ? What purpose
would it serve to depict Mughal and sev-
eral other rubers as complex personalities
whu had the blood of their kin on their

yetp greatcultural

today for - The
emphasisis an an honest approach to his-
tory witha view to drawing important les-

? Why tell the stories of
Shivaji’s successors who struck terror in
p[‘Dp]I:‘ in Brngal or Imml: TlpuSuItan 5

sons for a better future” have

Cold War era, but a d model —
one that is pragmatic, flexible, and focused
on issue-based cooperation rather than
ideodogical boyalty.

To navigate this complexity, India must
also look inward. There is an urgent need to
engage its neighbours, not as subordinates,
butas equal stakeholders. The Subcontinent
cannot afford to be shackled by its past.
‘While historical wrongs dis-

rightly that the account is not
as “honest” as it claims. The selective
references to the destruction of places of
waorship by Muslim kings have not gone
unnoticed. Scholars have rightly pointed
out that such violence was not uncommon
across a variety of regimes in ancient and

rolein Br un-
derplaying the violence his forces meted
out to some communities? Studies plac-
ing personalities in their times -- and dis-

ademia -- are, of course, needed for purely
epistemological purposes. History is at its
most vignrous when it not only celebrates
the resilience of societies but also tries to

medieval times.
These ignificant i

. Yet,

raul.t lmcs The search for syn-

putes persist, they must not define the fu-
ture. The policy of strategic patience must be
I'|:‘p|aI:L‘d. with a strategic approach to prob-

there i challenge for
To underline the fundamental differences
between the sodal and moral universe of

cretismi was drivenby a
young nation's desire to place a salve on
the wounds of Partition as well as to

p nomms. Kings

were not ace for their

hing, one that and promotes
regional cooperation.

This means reevaluating relationships
withnations such as Bangladesh, Nepal, S
Lanka, and even Pakistan. It involves
restarting stalled dialogues, not to compro-
mise sovereignty or national security, but
to build a regional consensus that benefits
India, Assertiveness must be balanced with
diplomacy, and power must be tempered
by responsibility.

India’s path forward should be neither
isolationist nor interventionist — it should
be independent. We must assert our narra-
tive, unfiltered by Western media, unpres-
sured by superpower coercion, and unfazed
by regional provocations. The TRF listing, the
whispers of a presidential coup in Pakistan,
and the transactional nature of LS foreign
policy are all reminders that the game is on.
We must shed the weight of the past. We
cannot undo Partition. We cannot undo wars.
But we can choose how we move farward.
Let history be alesson, not a beash. Letus walk
forward — eyes open, feet grounded, and
purpose clear,

The wriler is a lieutenant colonel
{weteran), former Armoured Corps officer
and defence analyst

actions, statecraft had very different Dh]CI:-

oounter the o historian's charge that
Indian history, before the arrival of the
British, was nothing but an account of

tivesand ften critical

building, All this is historical :mmmm
However, it's yet to become general com-
mon sense. Narratives of the pre-modem
era continue to be framed around heroes
and villains. The search for a protonation-
alist in Ashoka, Aldar, Shivaji or Tipu Sultan
— depending onideological inclination —
and describing a Mahmud of Ghazni or

[« feuding. Histories of pre-mod-
em violence, not prejudiced by colonial
blinkers and innocent of sectarian agen-
«das, have been few, and they have not gone
beyond academia.

Butwhy disturb the student's “well-be-
ing” by introducing such complexities in
texthooks? The latest changes have been
introduced in Class VIl textbooks - a time

Allaudin Khalji or as evil might ir teens, They
different But  areintroduc oncepts in
both obscure an f epochs, i ience for

much removed in time — Mahmud of

Ghazni lived in the 10th-11th centuries, the
Khaljis in the 13th and 14th centuries, and

instance. Why not in the social sciences? &
texthook is perhaps the only texe od hlstury
thata large maj of people,

the last great Mughal ruled from 1658 to engage f
1707 That the latest revisions in trxtbuuks purposes, wi ill encounter in their lives,
bracket tham 500-ye

the shibboleth of = Darkf\y: sm:rws that
even asection of historians, affiliated to the
ruling regime, carry such blinkers,

The challenge, in large measure, has to
do with a historingraphical deficit, plug-
ging which remains a work in progress.
Indian historians have produced ground-
breaking studies on the extractive nature
of medieval kingdoms, the ehbs and flows
of commerce, th the rise

ywould be with myr-
iad accounts of the past. Critics of the revi-
nmsan: therefore, nght in undcrllnmg the
of rigour

The task is also to find ways to communi-
cate the complexity that informs their
scholarship outside select circles - a diffi-
cult yet necessary imperative for the histo-
rian, inside and outside academia.

kaushik,

DINSHAW PARDIWALA

How to create champions

National Sports Policy 2025 will empower athletes through science, innovation

DRIVE TO EXCLUDE

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘A prism of
m]umn' ’IE]lllyZ 11 The eviction drives

boutdue

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ISRAEL'S BRUTALITY

‘THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Orwell in
Gaza (I July 21, While the debaserent
of theworld

While

AS SOMEONE WHO has spent decades in
the field of sports medicine, dosely observ-
ing the physical and psychodogical mil elite
sport takes on athletes, | am both encour-
aged and excited by the emphasis placed on
sparts science and technology in the upeom-
ing Mational Sports Policy 2025, Thisis not
justa policy — it's a paradigm shift.

Forthe first time inour nation's sporting
Jjourney, we are embedding science, tech-
nology, and evidence-based medicine at the
heart of athlete development. From injury
prevention and biomechanics to mental
conditioning and recovery, the policy envi-
sions a system where performance is sup-
parted, not just expected,

India has made great strides in global
sports. But to compete consistenthy at the

policy focuses on: Injury surveillance, pre-
vention, and early intervention, which re-
main essential for athlete longevity; biome-
chanics and performance analytics to refine
training and technicque: nutrition and recov-
ery science — areas where marginal gains
often thedi podium
finishes and missed opportunities; and
mental health and cognitive conditioning,
which, in today's high-pressure environ-
ML are non-negotiable,

The policy outlines that facilities for
sports science and sports medicine will be
established and upgraded at major training
centres across the country. The Sports
Authority of India (SAI} has already begun
enhancing sports science h!l:lh[ll:s and in-
s:all.mg world-class recovery at

tablished at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in
New Delhi. These are mu]tl dlsclp]maly

are not stnpparu; at. appllcatlcm weare fos-

environmental degradation and land use
are valid concerns, targeting predomi-

teri by ing tech-

hubs where coaches, psy-
chulclgms. orthopaedic surgeons and data
together athletes
Inasignificant step, the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports had constituted a 10-
member medical panel in association with
the Indian Olympic Association last year, in-
cluding myself, to be stationed in Paris dur-
ing the Olympic Games. For the first time,
India had a dedicated medical team on-
ground to manage injuries, monitor recov-
ery, and make real-time decisions for our
athletes’ health and safety.

nology for data-driven moni and im-
plementation of sports programmes. With
the proposed sports innovation task farce
and research grants, educational and re-
searchinstitutions will be enc
plore interdisciplinary solutions, creating a
pipeline ofideas, tools, and technologies that
are India-specific.

In a nutshell, the National Sports Policy
2025is nut]ust lnnw:d.—:tunklng —itisvital.

hnology

into the fabricof our i we
are moving tr.lwa:d. certainty — irumpasslun

The policy also rightly ¢ tech-
nology as a :aol Furgow:mann: and per-
formance Platforms will be up-

highest level, performancy
tained by systems that are smart, a:laptabl.c
and medically sound. The National Sports
Policy 2025 acknowledges this and inte-
grates sports science, sports medicine, and
outting-edge technology as foundational pil-
lars for the next decade of Indian sports.

It gives me immense satisfaction as a
mwdical practitioner to note that the new

A M EVEBBESS T ICCM AW

and National Centres a(

graded and restructured to improve the

Emcl.l:nl:r:. in
Centre for Sports Science & Research,

The 5Al regional centre in Bengalury,
where our Olympic medal prospects under
the Target Olympic Podium Scheme [TOPS)
train, has got one of the best sports science
facilities in the entire country. Another
Return to Sports division was recently es-

v and efficiency of various
schemes. From Al-driven performance
analysis to real-time dashboards, monitor-
ing training loads and recovery metrics,
technology will be harmessed not just to
track, but to intervene early, predict out-
comes, and course-cormect when necessary.

What excites me even more is that we

WA AlAc

alone to isinn,

As someone who has tn:amd hundreds
of India’s top athletes, | know that talent and
training are never enough. Support, science,
and systems are what create champions.
With this policy, we are finally building
those systems.

igin Muslims with the
rhctonr of “land jihad™ and * :Icmu-

must confront the deeper hormor: War
crimes under the guise of “security™.
Israel's alleged use of white phosphones
indensely populated areas, banned un-
:ImmcmannrulLaw is :Ir:plurahic There

are al aid

graphicinvasion™
dent With 196 Lakh residents still nnnd
ing bo prove their citizenship, governance
must not tum into institutional erasure.
Administrative action must be humane,
equitable, and.]ust — not exclusionary.

mihﬂwdﬁbad

ADMIT THE EVIDENCE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Not so pri-
waite” (I, Juby 21 ). The Supreme Court cor-
rectly ruled that spousal communica-
tions are privileged. Protecting the
admissibility of secret disclosures by a
spouse is alsoimportant to preserve the
sanctity of the marital relationship.
Section 122 of the Evidenoe Act preserves
marital intimacy and trust between
spouses. The exclusion of digital evi-

The writer is asp i sur- would de-
geon He was head of o medical panel consti- ﬂcatthrar:t‘spwpusr_
tuted by the sports ministry to support Vaibhav Gayal, Chandigarf

Indian athletes at the Paris 2024 Olympics

apapar.lndlanaxprasmm.. .

rmutes, forced displacement masked as
“voluntary migration”, and strikes on
hospitals. Al these acts are violations af-
the Geneva Comventions. Doublespeak
should not distract us from what may
amount to ethnic cleansing.

Zainab Irshad, Fama

LOSING OUR YOUTH
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'UPSC's
helping hane {IE July 19 The initiative
by the UPSC to support candidates who
couldn't get a posting is a welcome step.
Even then, however, most candidates
will not be able to get a satisfying job
without policy changes. We are in the
age of skill-based employment. The hys-
teria around UPSC should be toned
down. Otherwise, we will lose our youth.
todecades of unemployment.

Arshi Siddiqua, via email

WWW INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Syria’s continuing turmoil: al-Sharaa, Druze & Israel

Jihadist-turned-President Ahmed al-Sharaa wants to unify Syria after its 14-year civil war. But domestic and external pressures pose a significant challenge

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

OWER THE past week, clashes between Druze
and Sunni Bedouwin militias insouthem Syria's
Sunweida Governorate have left more than a

publicly presented a singular focus; the inte-
gration of Syria'svarious ethnic/sectarian fac-
tions under the new Syrian flag, This iscrucial
for Syria's reconstnuction and economic revival,
But Sharaa's persomal history — he was for-
merhy anak-Caeda leacderand adesignated US
terrorist, and has been implicated in violence
against Syrian minorities during the civil war
— and inability{lack of intent o prevent sec-
tarian vialence has m!lpht.lll‘d this L‘"EIII
Thusfar, he has £
the Alawites, the Kurds, and the Druze,
ALAWITES: Residing primarily along
Syria's Mediterranean coa: Ahwlm ane llu:
+

000 people cead. They have also trigge
Israeli intervention, in faivour of the minarity
Diruze, including an ai retrike on Syria's Mindstry
of Defense in Damascus on Wednesday,

Thew dﬂmlnpmmn LII'IdEﬂIL‘ lhf_‘ cum-

Alunﬂd al-Sharaa: as he tries to plck the
piecesofabloody 14-year-long civil war, fis-
in the Syrian body pelitic and ex-
cal pressures have put him in
awvery difficult situation,

Distrustful minorities
I his six months as President, Sharaa has

couniry minority
as the former President Bashar al-Assad's
principal support base. Alawite areas have
been a staging ground for last-ditch armed
efforts by pro-Assad miliias,

Clashes with Syrian security forces in
March led to the death of more than 1,500,
mastly Alawite civillans and unarmed fight-
ers. While Sharaa has promised an investiga-
tiom, he has al sup

their distinet ethnic identity, An (uncom-
fortable) modus vivendi with the Assad

autonomous Suweida Governate,
But unlike the Alawites and the Kurds,

1|\d|rm1y negotial ||u= w1| h lsrael “to pressure

ian alfaire"

mitted vast sums of money for Syria's recon-
SIRuCtion,

regime in 2012 pave them a l.ﬂml au- in “protecting” the D, T Sh.u.u; reconcili l....... hasas much This is fuelled both by their commaon in-
tonomous civil Iwith  resents il ith hi i l:'rcslnn ing an lranian resurgence
an armed wing {Syrian Democratic Forces;  Damasous, Iseaed is the home of some 150000 the Middle East’ sion — another factor that has driven

SOF ) in ail-rich northeastern Syria, Druze; there 5 avocal, highly integrabed Druge
Sharaa has sought to bnngthe mpnn un- community in tlmjmlshmlmlywim
derDamascus’ di tred nmece h |leﬁw|-.r1|.-11

that the SDF needs to Iully integrate itself apgaingt Sharaa's “i

withthe 3
between the SDF and armed forces allied
with Damascus till March, when the Kurds
largely agreed to Sharaa's demands in ex-
change for specific protections,

But the failure of Syria's interim consti-
rution to specifically guarantee Kurdish
rights has been viewed as a betrayal: the
Kurds demand a longer timeline to imple-
ment the March agreement as well as
American and French oversight,

Israel, Syria & the Druze
A

ol SO0000 Druze live in Syria, mostly
in the Suweida G

This historically

portersof the fe i i 3

persecuted eth ligious minority has re-

sees the Druze as 1dd|m|u]

asit has to dowith hisdomestic pmntr.'s l'l\.]t
said, Israel itself has repeatedly underout
Sharaa's position.

In February, when Sharaa was convening
the much-anticipated National Dialogue

cover for its ongoing I in
southemn Syria. Between December and July,
Israel has repeatedly struck Syria in order to
destroy its conventional military capabilities
and expand its occupation of the Golan
Heights. This, lsrael says, istoensure that hos-
tile fopces cannot use the region as a spring-
board for artacks on the country,

The recent clashes between Druze and
Bedouin militias, the latter of whom lsrael
chairms is hacked by Damascus and Sharaa, only
gave the Jewish nation further justification to
Imtensify its attacks until aLUS-bokered cease-
fire on July 19,

Despite lsraeli aggression, Sharaa has re-

anoverly.

N5 ) GLOBAL

MORE TROOPS & AIRPOWER: WHY
RUSSIAIS GAININGGROUND IN UKRAINE

RLISSIA'S SUMMER offensive in Ukraine is
gaining ground as its forces artack on
multiple fronts,

In June, the country's numerical ad-
vantages in troops and air power pro-
duced its biggest monthly gains in terri-
tory since the beginning of the year.

The ground war

Ower the past two months, Russian
units have been able to step up their at-
tacks on multiple fronts, from Lkraine's
Sasrmy region in the noeth to the steppes of
Zaporizhzhia in the south,

Russia now controls more than two-
thirels of Ukraine's Donetsk region — the
main theater of the ground war, Russian
forces have carved out a 10-mile-d

Conferenc ribal, ethnic and sec-
tarian stakehobders, Benjamin Metamyahu de-
clared that Israel “will not allow... the new
Syrian Army to enter the area south of
Damascus” ising “indefinite” lsracli

Sharaa toregotiate with lsrael — and a hope
Tor a more stable neighbou .

lsrael’s independent interests in Syria,
hwwever, hinder this regional effort and cre-
ate what scholars call a “broken windows”
effect: instability and violence inone part of
Syria risks further instability elsewhere,

Broadly, strong ethnic and sectarian ten-
shong cr.lnlmm' o bug at Syria's peripheries

vhil

ical core in Damascus struggles

ence in the demilitarsed buffer zone — a di-
rect challenge to Syria's sovereigniy, The very
same month, asserted that lsrae|

wnlh enforcing national unity, In the south
specifically, Il.rml'umhr.:ry xlmtl\.m up-
istirg challenges.

will*not toderate any threat tothe Druze com-
ity insouthern Syria”,

What this means
Syria's Arab neighboasrs and Turkey have
supported Sharaa's attempts at rebuildi

For the time being it remains in Sharaa's
continued interest o seek peace with Tel
Mwiv, beveraging Arab and Turkish support,
However, the more pressure [seael exerts ex-
ternally, the mare Sh.lr.n s pnsl:m |1 wmk-
enedintemally,

Syria, Gulf states have repaid Syria’s $15.5

pocket around the Ukrainian troops d('-
fending the crucial city of Knstiantynivka,

Russia has .1Im entered  the
4] { Lkraine,

Ukrainian soldiers say the Russian
army uses two main tactics o advance
on the bartlefield: pinning down
Llkerai il shells, and

Syria, and the wholbe region,
Bazhir Al Abbas is o Senior Research
Associate ot the Couneil for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delhi

dhocile, particularly in the daytime,
The col s o

rescuer’s movement, giving a firindication
of where it is headed. Not aggressive unless
hassledd, the roaring snake is capable of strik-
ing from a considerable distance, It usually
contracts its hood — a visual cue — before
lunging to strike,

Vipers, on the other hand, are often ag-
gressive without much provocation: there is
0 belling how they might behave, Lightning
fast, the saw-scabed viper (Echis corinarus ) is
umdder 3 feet, and has a way of warning an ad-
wersary by rubbing parts of its body tgether,
creating a “sawing” sound,

The muscular Russel's viper Daboin rus-
selif) can grow to double the length of the
saw-scaled viper, and poses the biggest chal-
lenge for rescuers, it resembles a mighty he-
lix poised toexplode, and can reach upto 1,5
metres ina Rash.

and called them to dll..mn and surrender, Jected the interim. cmmlllm which would po-  milliondebt to the World Bank, successfully
KURDS: Like their couni inlran, seethedis n and s A-vishis southi ighbour. Infact,  coawinced the Trump 1d|run|qrmnn o I|l't
Iracy, and Turkey, Syrian Kurds fiercely guard — thei jomof Dy ‘rul I I | that Syria had | American sanct
[FHWN[50) WILDLIFE
W hy SO Mmany ‘snake rescuers’
in Ind; t bitt the job
in India get bitten on the jo
S
Ly et
.ﬂ
oy JAYMAZOOMDAAR AFEW RECENTLY DECEASED ‘RESCUERS'
MNEW DELHI, JULY 21
DEEPAK "SARP MITRA'
3 3 DEEPAK MAHMANR wias a popular snake res- MM&W&R JPYADAV
UKRAINE Luhansk cuer from Madhya Pradesh's Guna district 3 ; X
whioon July 14 was seen riding a bile with a uly f uly
mlx.n]um,amund his neck. Although his 11\2025 ! 8.2025
. 1 viral on the Internet, the 42-year- - Cause: Cﬂ;ﬁ;
. obd was bitten by the venomous snake. He Bittan by Cabrabite
Dripropetrovsk Donetsh dlied that might, acabra '-i duringa
Mlahaacar's is not am isolabed case. Nobaody whichwasalungaround  resous attemptin
s keeping acount, and only a fraction of stunts his neck. Bithar's Vaishall,
i} d around gone wrong make it to the media, But with
Kostyantyrivia and Sumy, he w7 daring acts of irresponsible snale handlingin . . N +
the garb of "snake resoue” becoming a social ::‘;::H m::;i?;::;av
miedia rage over the last decade, hundreds of
Picts en the Lkraindan | at large “reseuers” have suffered bites, mary fatally, Death: 2023 Death: 2021
lay purr i O Juby G, 'sarp mitra’ | P Yaday died of aco- b b
duced exploding drones, Over the pasl bra bite during a resoue attempt in Bihar's in & trunk e “fans”
weeks, Russia has been setting reconds on Vaishali. In May, another cobra rescue went bites [ onF e,
[ it sends ineo Ukraine, wrong in Bihar when 'snake man’ Jai Kumar

gl Jimes
with relenthess squad assaults,
Ukraine responds by sending experi-
enced, drone-equi pped units to help
plug the gaps.
Bur Mi.l'; mt'ntlms artacks are plac-

This month, Russia launched 728 ex-
ploding drones and decoys, As Russia
builds up its drone-making infrastruc-
ture, military analysts expect Moscow to
routinely launch more than 1,000 drones
pervelley by astumn.

.
According to Deep St.m.' a LII:rallu.m

albsoinclude cruise
missiles and ballistic missiles, Ukraine has

The Russi

Eroupthat mags th

footage and its links with the lJI:rallu.m
military, Russia gained more than 214
souare miles of Ukrainian territory in
June, up from 173 square miles in May,

The air war
Russia has beenincreasing the toll itin-

listic y one
air-tlefense system in Lkraine" unen.ﬂ
American Parriot missiles,

On July 13, U5 President Donald Tramgp
said he would send these missiles wo

Llkrai el
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Sahmi died in Samastipur.

In March, Santosh Kumar met the same
Eate i Codmibatore, Tamil Nach, cdlose iowhere
another snake rescuer, K Murali, was fatally
bitten by a Russel's viper last August. In 2023,
Kamataka's ‘'snake’ Naresh was carrying in his
sepoter's trunk arescued cobra that killed him,

In this long list of casualties, one of the
mast telling is the death of snake expert’
Manish Vaishnav in Rajasthan's Pali in 2021,
The 19-year-okd died en route to ajaipur hos-
pital howrs after being bitten by a cobeawhile
addressing “fans” on Facebook Live,

Shortcut to fame, riches

The irrational loathing for snakes —
ophidiophobia — common among the
masses is matched only by their reverence
for snake rescuers  read handlers),

“l.am a botanist by training and have
worked on tigers for over two decades. But
people are most impressed when | um up
for an occasional snake rescue,” said
Dharmencra Khandal who rons TigerWatch,
anon-profit in Ranthambore.

Unsurprisingly, "snake stunts” provice a
i wisibility on social media, en-

| 6:30 P4

187501

abling influencers to rack up follower counts
and as a result, enjoy big payouts.
The biggest such snake influencer in

India, Murdiwale Hausla froms Jaunpur, Uttar
Pradesh, has a whopping 16 million sub-
seribers on YouTube and 1.6 million follow-
ers on Instagram. The mid-range of the spec-
trum spans fram Chhattisgarh’ 5 Kamal
Chowdhary( 12 lakh YouTube.

our staff sirength and the shortage of trained
hands, we are |ﬂﬂ(‘d o mpe in private res-

Doing it right

A simple snake hook and a pipe-necked
sack are the best tools for i
™ bl 1

ouers, know them
would milk those LIlII-'I!]DI'H * said a senior
forest nll'nla'hn).l.ldlm.l Pradesh,

In 2018, M. hira issued a Standard

Karnataka's Snake Hariha (2 lakh YouTube
subscribers), Then thene are many aspirants
wying for the 1-lakh mark.

Jose Lowies, chief executive of non-profit
Wildlife Trust of India, is censorious of
snake rescuers who go to great lengths for
financial gains,

"They tease snakes for viewership, even
stage rescues, One viden, for example, shows
cobras (predator) and rat snakes (prey) to-
getherin a well, Shifting wild animals like
that amounts to hunting under the Wildlife
Act,” he told The Indion Express,

Free for all industry

Few states have specific regulations for
snake rescue, that is, relocating a snake from
aplace where it poses a risk to people, Fewer
arein a position to enforce those nules since
forest officers often rely on volunteers toan-
swer frequent rescue calls,

“There are just too many cases to attend
o, particularly during the rainy season. Given

Operating Procedure | S0F) for snake Tescues,

aburrow-like opening relying on its natural
tendency to enter a dark space. Ideally, res-
cuers should not need to touch the animal at
any stage, 'I‘oasing. displays and snunts wil h

mandating training and doc
Kerala made certification mandatory for
snake (i 2020, ft atin

snakes
‘While the availability of anti- vmmnn

2021, Karnatakain 2022, and Odishain 2023,
5o far, howvever, only Kerala with its tech-

nodogy-enabled, real-time response system —
the SARPAApR — has succeeded |nlmpmg

have i d, many rescuers bitten by
snakes die during treatment, “Typically, a
snake is agitated during a rescue and likely
todeliver a higher guantity of venomif it gets
an oppnrmnlry to bte," Lovise said,

tabonc and bla WSO

of the unethical ones. El these rules

h aJabalpur-hased Mrmln‘l-
agist, underlimed the human o Idess-

harve rnade [inte impact on the ground where
self-styled “rescuers” keep playing with fire,

Ahigh risk job

Even while playing by the book, snake
rescue is a high risk job,

OF the four most venomous snakes of
India, collectively referred to as the Big Four
and responsible for a majority of snakebite
deaths in the country, the krait (Bungors
coerleus) is probably the easiest o handbe,
Known for its deadly nevrotoxins, it can
spring the occasional surprise but is usually

mess, "Most of these rescuers are under 40,
with limited education, and from a modest
had:grnund Malvydﬂmm |mthem‘lumm-

i.nl to appmcntn the risk ﬂmy tale," Ilr.' ﬁald

sands ul'smlm rescuers in the field, Khandal
has a radical solution; “A stiff penalty for
filming and posting rescue videos will disin-
centivise the stuntmen and leave only the
Serious rescuers to do the job, This is a vital
service in a country where 40-50,000 peo-
ple die of snakebite every vear,”

Paris Fashion Week 2023: Why do runways show ‘unwearable’ clothes?

SHAARVIMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI JULY 21

THE MOST exclusive segment of the Paj

“highdressmaking' in French, Often used for

clothing primarily produced in Paris, haute

couture includes clothes made manually

with great attention to detail, high-guality
ris ol ive fabric, and

proditable couture lines and concentrate
solely on prit-a-porter, resulting in their re-
maowal from the haute couture cassification.

What s

Fashion Week, the Haute Couture Week,  designed for the wearer. The perceived disconnect bebween run-
wiks Tt July ID'I" The oificial b way ilcanb i h

i ighest level of hatishoth  given by the Féd delaH outure  ciological and econamic theories of the
el featuring et de la Mode, and to be eligible, fashion  fashion industry, The “trickle-down” the-

clothing that 5hm.\nsua designer’s creative

abilities

Major design houses, in-
chding Rahul Mishra, Chaned,
Dior, Schiaparelli, Giorgio
Armani Privé, and Maison
Margiela, presented their lat-

EXPLAINED

CULTURE

The term is also used for nmn—rrud

houses must have a worleshop in Faris, em-
ploy at least 20 staffers full-time, and pres-
ent "acollection of at least 25
original designs rwice a year
(January & July) at the Paris
Cousture Week,” according o
the official website,

cinthi

Mew York, and Lendon,

et collecti the watt fthe
organiser, Fédération de la Haute Couture
et de la Mode,

Whilec C

the collecti

d Thee French term for ready-to-wear fash-

iom is prét-a-porter, which is also sold by

tn wonder: what is the functional p\npclse
of th

haute couture houses,
henste

ments?

‘What is haute couture?
Haute couture means “high sewing'

is r.melymld and usually desu;ncd o boost
i age.
led some couture houses to drop their less

or

ory, articulated by sociologist Georg
Simmel, suggests that Gshion is a tool for
social stratification. Elite groups adopt
unique, often costly styles to signify their
status, When these styles are imitated by
“lower" social strata, the elite move on to
new, exclusive books, creating a continuous
cyche, Hmrte constune rumways are the start-
ing point for these defining styles,

This desire to display status through
consumption is termed "conspicuous con-
sumption”, coined by economist and soci-
ologist Thorstein Vieblen in 1899, Veblen ar-
gued that the wealthy engage in lavish,
non-essential spending (on goods like ex-
travagant fashion ) primarily to signal their
wealth and social standing, not for the util-

Amodel at Paris Fashion Week, geurs

ity of the goods themselves.
Fashion shows, especially b

showcase garments that are often restric-
tiveor fragile, makmgﬂwmlmpram:allnr

‘When asked about haute couture, fashion
designer Akshar Bhan said, "You may notun-

daily life but perfect for si wealth
and exclusivity, The high cost of materials
and labour makes these pieces quintessen-
thal Viebden goods. Their primary purpose is
o assert the designer's creative authority,
|-'|Lll|d prestige, and set trends that will later

derstand ing by Picasso

read about it, | feel the samwe about couture,
When you wear a couture dress and walk on
the ramp, mstnshmmadesmmas
ancl creativity,

The “ant” dn:phyndmlmhﬂmmure

mass o Turmvay, however, doesnt

mallery, It initiates the trickle-down L'Ifamn

Is there more to fashion than prestige tangible ways, The radical colour palettes,
and wearability? novel fabric treatments, innovative silhou-
Beyond status signalling, hawte couture ems.dnsnm PNIIS mmspﬂcﬂkem

they are {15
at. Fashion desi particu-  gradually move dowrn

are artists Muskaan Kanodia, a merchandiser at

w)me maedinm is fabaic, structure, and the  COYL, said, "Before social media, fashion
mian form. shows wene exclusive and only attended by
These creati buyers, fashion houses, and retailers... Now,

pmhlechnbcalbmmdanesalmnsmlmun
andmaterials, tellstories, and reflect cubtural
moments in ways that ready-to-wear often
cannot, The Fncus s on pure, unadulterated
creative ion. and crafs-

everyone can watch rumaay shows on live
streams, and haute couture focuses a loton
the branc's visibility and reach, Evmy brand
huit;vmym'designl.uw XA

manship,aki

ple, Dioehs sign language, &
Tarun

epitomise mnspmuscnn;umptian. They

epaper.indianexpressigcom .. .

tal work or a sculpeor's largest installation.

Tahiliani or Iris van Herpen',
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| OUR TAKE }
Awaiting closure
after 20 years

Acquittals in the 2006 Mumbai blasts
leave a lot for Mumbai police to answer

he 2006 blasts in Mumbai are among the worst

acts of terrorism in the country’s history. On

July1l that year, high-intensity explosive

devices ripped through first-class
compartments of seven suburban trains on the city’s
busy Western line in the span of five minutes, leaving
187 dead and 820 injured. In 2015, a trial court
convicted 12 persons for the terror strike and sentenced
five of them to death. On Monday, the Mumbai High
Courtoverturned the convictions and set all 12 convicts
free. The order has raised several questions.

‘We donot know who carried out this gruesome
attack, clearly meant to cause maximum deaths and
mayhem, considering the targets and the timing of the
terrorist strike. Two years later, a 10-member Lashkar-
e-Taiba squad from Pakistan attacked the citvand
killed 166 people. Could this incident have been
prevented if the law enforcers had caught the real
perpetrators of the train blasts? Were the planners of
the Mumbai 26/11 emboldened by the success of the
2006 killings? There is much for the law enforcement
agencies toanswer. And on the other side are the
victims and their families —who have discovered, after
20years, that they still do not have closure.

The order is scathing of the Mumbai police’s anti-
terror squad (ATS) that investigated the crime. The
two-judge bench of the high court that heard the case
has exposed the police probe as criminally shoddy. The
conclusion of the probe rested on confessions
extracted through torture, the judges found. The court
has described the police’s refusal to share call detail
records with the accused and, later, their destruction,
as suppression of material evidence, It hasalso said the
other material that the ATS produced as evidence,
books and air tickets among them, is insufficient to
corroborate the claims that the men in custody were
members of proseribed outfits and received training in
Pakistan. The miscarriage of justice is not just for the
blast victims and their families, but also the 12 men, all
Muslims, who were arrested, tortured in custody,
convicted, and imprisoned for nearly 20 years; five
persons, now dectared innocent, have been on death
row for 10 years now. The compromised investigation
shows Mumbai police, and by extension, law
enforcement in India, in a poor light; the moral burden
on the Indian State is heavier than ever.

Sure, the country has moved ahead since, and after
the 26/11 attacks, created the National Investigation
Agency toinvestigate and combat offerices related to
terrorism and other threats to the security,
soverelgnty, and integrity of the country. Perhaps, NIA
needs to reinvestigate the incident, find where the ATS
probe slipped, try to identify the guilty and fix
responsibility, even at thislate stage.

The Radhika Yadav
murder epitomises the
contradictions of the
present moment, where
voung women's desire to
write their own futures,
away from the shackles of
family and community,
poses a threat to patriarchy
father killing a danghrer
‘ight shickdl
some urban denlzens of
Delhiand the rest of the
clvilised world. Not to
e, though. It s as rou-
tinee s the everyday violence thaz glrls
and women in India face as in maH

other countries across the world.
Indeed, there 15 o country that s free

ple ended up sympathising with these
“hapless” men, who were seen a3
unfairly deprived of wives of thelr own
culture and community. Such men
were “forced” to bl WOIED 35
wives from far-off states such as
Asgam and West Bengal, suffer the
teauma of socletal shame and, even
worse, acoept so-called talvted Hnea-
ges — a concern that made the Hary-
ana khaps Anally come arcund to the
wiew that killing one's own daughters
wasn't perhaps such agood
tdea, Protecting the old
order of caste, community,
and kinship pride was the
ratlonale, not that girls
Inherently deserve to live
and thrive,

Fathers in the patriarchal
(and other} reglons of the
coantry have routinely kilkd
daughters; the decade of the
0005 witnessed many
so-called homour killings, hate crimes

Ravinder
Kaur

Old shackles still bind
the new Indian woman

there is 2 new twist In the tale here, it
seems. The murder ook place in
upscale Gurugram, where the rural
andd the urban leak intoeach other and
which embodies, as Dipankar Gupta
would sy, “a ‘mistaken modernity”.
The Yadavs' ancestral village 1s
ensoonced within villas and high-rises,
with a resident proudly declaring, “We
ammndem now' and “women work
one to belleve that per-
Jupsmef‘aml bead embraced a patina
af urban values, shedding Its
rural beggage, When It comes
to daughters, however, the
& rural-urkan, educated-unedu-
catied dJ\-idﬁolnen mlhp;e
and it ks th

By wlshi foree her awn life. Radhil

Wik

v
fmmlnemlllmummmgnmimhmrdanhmwnhh father.

surface In the velled spaces of famidly
Tifee thaat might still emerge® The silence
of the mother, who accompanied the
daughter on her reel-making outings,
speaks toother gendered fault lines in
thee Eamnly.

It seems that Hadhika, making
breakfast in the family kitchen, was
hardlye: to be shit In the back
by heh‘rI ot C: dit;

senws—w]ichmmseaseu
clearly supportive of the
father — that comes to the
fore,

To the palice, the father,
Deepak, clied the frequent
taunts from redatives and netghbours
anm[mngnﬁhjsdaummﬁ Ingome"

the sex selective abortion of female
Foetuses, & virulent form of son prefer-
ence. Many thought this method of
daughiter killing wasan Improvement
ower fermale Infanticide since it argua-

the gudlt stemming
From wilfully ending the life ofa new-
o child, Assisted by

of gender violence. where girks who marred ourside caste
India has just about begun totrn o religlon or entered trad! Iy

It back ona ‘haunged bed marri were hrutal

its girls for | decades — dh Such killings met witl

community and societal approval —
after all, hadn't the rightecus parent
avenged the slight w his {their) per-
sonal, family and community homour?
The murdesers were valorised ny(he

das ﬂm
]nrimxry PEasan fnl Killing his.
that Hadh]lm \Ily

“was nnrl'm'llw"'

her own choosing. By wishing o forge

her own life, and not one dictated by

mammhal power and authority, Fad-

was challenging dseexpem(lms

thiat go along wich the scckal construct

afa good daughter of an honourable

father, The expectations of good

daughterhood far ourwelgh |hcseed
sanhaod In patriarchal sock

hille bndl are subjected w0 lamlllal

lons, sons’

Aoalked

murder have been wholly
Or perh ?Orthe
certainty that her father would not
resort 1o a final solution to thelr acri-
mony? Perbeaps she had a premonstion
of It when she expressed to her friend
theat she wioild lke to get away from
her horme, even f only Lemp-orml\l

the hy tal indrica-

and ar
concealed, while daughters muss pay
for theirs.

Radhika's murder epliomises the
contradictions of the present
moment, where young women's
desire to write their own futures,

cles of what led to the killing may
remain shrouded in mystery, we can
h

and, therefore, she “did not need w
work," so why did she have to put her
father, who had supported and helped
bulld her tennis career, through this
I d peychological dissmess? Was

commmuniey, thedr actions.

for thedr hrweryamimu.mge andlo.r
h

diagnostic technelogies, the pa(r]al-
«chal desire for sons resulted in India
lossing mil Hions of girls, Thedr aborced
birth inflicted involuntary bachelos-
hood on thousands of men in the
northern and western reghons of the
country. And Ina perverse bogic, peo-

il waphel
threat from wayward girls.

Dedl Radhika Yaday's father kill her
to avenge his honour? In Haryana,
such anI;l\Eu.rﬂer ‘would be cmugered
rauting since the state has been at the
eplcentreof bath female foeticide and
rsarriage-related honour kilings. Bur

it that she was a stubborn girl who
refused to acquiesce to his demands o
give up her coaching activities after her
tennis career was cut short by an
Jn]ury’* W It because she daled tobe

only he larger
that help s u.ndemund this particular
case of flicide.
Fadhika, by all accounts, was a suc-
cessful tennis player and her father
had, acconding ko nelghl 0 e
tifsed, worked hard 1o bulld her career,
Justas mary fathers today are nurtur-
Ing thelr daughters in sports and ather
Fields, providing role models o other
Families andgjr].& Radhika was cer-
I Indliain women

dient, challenging h
contral, and power over the family?
‘Were there other paints of discord,
other intangibles, lurking beneath the

— independent, aspirational, desirous
of mundane things such as a career,
economic Independence. and a life of

w from the shackles of family and
community, 5 a threat to patriar-
chy — the rule of the father. The new
reality ks of women who, with their
capabdlity and competence, take risks
every day — whether In Iran, China,
Indta, or even in the West — o take
thelr place in a world that can no
longer oppress them as easily as
before. The death throes of a patriar-
chy, where soclety and its powerful
henchmen, from politiclans to police-
men, are ranged against women,
promise to be long and bleody,

Ravinder Kaur is profissor cmeriin
{ocinlogy), 11T Dieifi, The views
expressed are persanal,

Pilgrims are not exempt
from the law of the land

he kanwar yatra has, over the past few years,
Tmnrphed from a stringent test of devotion toa

free for all sorts of hooliganism, vandalism
and cacophonous disruption of traffic. The yara that
passes through the national capital region (NCR} is
supposed to be undertaken by the faithful on foot,
demanding rigour and a high level of spiritual
awareness, fitness and endurance, but it now features
large contingents of two-wheelers and trucks loaded
with boomboxes, blasting music (not necessarily of a
pious nature), and blocking traffic on already choked
roads. Then, the kanwar mayhem is not just about
inconvenience to urban commuters. It has become
one of rowdy conduct in the name of faith. Those
urging the kanwar processions to maintain order and
cooperate with the authorities are often met with
intimidation. This aggression has seeped into almost
allaspects of kanwariya conduct — CCTV footage
from Mirzapur railway station showed a group of
kanwariyas beating up a paramilitary personnel in
uniform. The noise pollution from boomboxes is in
blatant violation of the decibel limits set by the
authorities. The lights and loud music that
characterise these processions now, provoked a
female elephant and her calf on the Doiwala-
Dehradun highway that runs along the Rajaji
National Park to attack vehicles,

Itis time the administration got tough on
enforcement of the rules set for kanwar processions.
Instead of calling criticism of unruly kanwariyas as an
attack on faith and talking of penalising such criticism,
authorities must be brave and enforee the rules,
encouraging (and forcing) kanwariyas to undertake
their yatra in an orderly, non-disruptive manner.

Questions that arise in
the wake of AAIB report

July 12 —of preliminary findings of

the Alr Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIE) in the Alr India crash last
maonth.

The AAIE preliminary report chearly indi-
cated that the crash was caused by dual
engine failure triggered by a loss of fuel sup-
ply soon after take-off. What it left unan-
swered Is what led te the fuel cut-off,

Twao possible thearbes emerged as the
Iepnnw&sdltsec'ned_ One group's view was

¢ some equipment failure led to the cut-
owahII.elhe oeher favoured the view thar the
cut-off was triggered by dellberate manual
action since the switches can't move threagh
inadvertent human action.

A few, sedective leaks to the internagional
i hetped the “crash as a result of a delib-

theatre of the absurd has foll owed
Arhe release — in the early hours af

erate actlon by the capiain® view gain trac-

"

Anjuli
Bhargava

tion. A tsunami of explanations by
the group pushing this view has
swept YouTube, WhatsApp, sockal
media platforms and all corners of
the internet. Reportage by many
international publications and plat-
forms has propped wp this narra-
tive, seeking to convinee the public
that this s the only possible expla-
nation, notwithstanding  the
absence of adequate evidence to
draw such a conclusion with cer-
tainty. This theory has effectively ruled out
any kind of equipment fallure.

The commonality among these in this
cohort s the ability o hold attentlon based
an sharp articulation, albelt with specious
data and evidence. Speculations flew ad nau-
seam to cement the beliel — with a tone of
desperation creeping in — that no explana-
tlom barring deliberate pilot actlon was pos-
sible Surprisingly, a former Indian captain
went on record to say that be was absolutely
certain that this was a case of pllot sulchde.

Mot everyone agrees with this narrative,
and this has led to the formation of a new,
equally aggresaive group defending the pilot.
Thlsprlmanlzjmprimlnﬂlan commanid-
ers, crew, pliot assoclations, and aviaton
industry professbonals — many of whom are
willing to bet thedr careers that this was not

=i A
Are we not entitled to know exsctly whio all
were involved in the investigation, witha
detailed anmexure on their eredentials? m

pllor sulcide, bur was some kind of equip-
meent fallure (due to a design fault, a design
or seftware-led malfunctlon, poor malnte-
nance leading o malfunction or electrical
Eallure). This growp has also argued that sab-
otage leading to the twin-engine fallure
couldn't be ruled out, polnting to the govern-
ment forming a high-fevel comminee under
the hiome secretary right after the crash as
evidence. They also questioned why alrlines
such as Emirates and Singapore Alrlines are
conducting checks on the switches when
there Is no apparent need as per the AATE.
Voluble ression has crept into such
defence. A few Boeing commanders in Indix
also claim to have lost confldence in the alr-
craft they have believed in and plloted for
decades,

Amid all this, offickals of AATE and all gov-
ernment offieials who can be held aceounta-
ble, Adr Incles and Tata management, Boslng
and GE company representatives,
have all stayed quiet (except for a
brief comment by the US Natonal
Transportation Safety Board chief
that reports Blaming the pllot are
premature). Bloomberg recently
reparted, “The AALE didn’t immedi-
ately respond to requests for com-
msent sent outside normal business
hiours. The US National Transperta
tion Safety Board (NTSH), wiuch Js
asslsting on the Investigation,
referred questions to the Indian authorities.
Hoeing also referred questions to the AATE.
Alr India and GE Aerospace, which manufac-
tured the engines, declined to comment.”
This effectively covers all those directly
wiested inthe accldent and amounts to pass-
Ing the buck, allowing the fog created over
the entire Incident to thicken.

To this kast group, some questions need o
be posed — after all, 260 lives have been bost.
Here are some fundamental, non-technical
guestions that the public and families of vie-
tims may be interested in and deserve
ANSWETS To

Was the report release timed to sult
reportage in the US ﬁsLn.ce past midnight Is
not the [deal time for Indgan medes), home to
Hoeing and GE Aerospace? Why not hold a
press briefing to clarify matters and answer
guestions for enhanced ransparency? Why
was such a oo ded report that fosters
speculation anm memb( In every-
one's minds released? Are we notentitled to
know exactly who all were Involved in the
Investigation, with a detalled annexure on
their credentlals and why they have been
selected for this job? Why I the report
unsigned? Why aren't there a few E787 cap-
talns or some experienced Boelng command-
ers in the investigating team? And, if there
are, why are thelr names not known to the
public? Why not release the Cockpit Volce
Recorder Iranscrlgt and the Flight Data
Recorder data? If the data is controlled by
privacy laws, the breach and the leaks to the
press shoukd be investigated by the AAIB
sinee it s the custodian of the data.

Alr Indla CED Camphell Wilson has
repartedly told e Ina memo that the
report identified no cause and didn’t make
any recommendations. The question thar
arises then is: What purpese has it served
exactly, and for whom?

Anjuli Bhargava writes abaut gavernance, infra-
structure and the sacial sector. The views
expressed are persoral.
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e

A thriving democracy cannot sustain
tant acrimony. Political

tension must be reduced, as
confrontation is not the
essence of politics.

HT

India must build on the
US action against TRF

stake chaimof bringing a ceasefire between the
mnuclear powers. This would have no doube
n New: L‘-elhj Hawe\ver

ouniering terrorksm in 2025 & anchored
In geopoditics, which offers both oppar-
‘ Achall Th ot

slon by the US State D w
The offsh,

e b oy s

of Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Talba (LeT) In bts
listof Foreggn Terrorist Organisations (FTO) s
an observable moment in the New Delhi-Wash-

‘i inneer clrede o make sure the coamect people
hezarof and acton Indta's concerns regarding
TRF, PAFF, and athers may, in fact, have
wmhedefﬂd.en i

tngmmrajecwa
the har-

nﬁc?a]n]gamnumlﬂmd:mwhmhﬁpeople
were killed. India respanded with Operation
Sindoor, a military operation mlge(lng terror
camps and Inﬁa.wucm:edeep

teTrorism
iy dehvemﬂe for the US, but the post 9711
architecture of dealing with the issue asa pre-
mier ghobal erisks has changed. This must be
factored o ndia' sappn:aeh moving an-anl

slnmmg il war. Since llnn. LS Presl-
dent Donakd Trumg has cialmed that he medi-
ated a ceasefire between the two countries.
India has steadfastly maintained it
agreed toa thaw only after slamabad
reached out.

TRF is the latest manifestation of
Pakistan's long guest o promote
crass-border terrorism asstate)

calhnnlm:anshlphas been prioritsed over ry-
ing to rnulitarily defest error arganisations, The
115 cu a dhead wiith the Tialibean in Afghangstan in
M0 In Syria, former al Qseda leader
Ahmed Al bher‘ae n{Hafa( Tahrir &1
Sham in Darmascis.
after thef: nFBashar nl Assad This
oo, was accepted, If not directly pro-
mnotend, by western powers. Mediation

For a long time, It has been LeTand Kabir and politicking are the new game.,

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) which . One way to highlight TRF asa core
have been at the forefront of these Taneja comeern in the US could have been to
effors TRE was formed axthe end of shavwcase Is design bedng ke that of

3019, maostly &5 a reaction to ndia's

decision i abrogate Article $30 that gave Kash-
mir a spectal status. Another similar entity, the
People’s Antl-Fascist Frant (PAFF), also reared
its el i the Kashm i Valley around the same
time. Both use non-lslamie terminologes Jn
thelr mare, unlike LeT and JeM, making them
more Idenl.oglcally attached w the Sdea o(

Hamas, a group that today truly cap-

tures the imqgl.ne[lnn of American political
While THF in

structure, practice, and construct, are distinctly
different, the former. since |15 attack against
larael in Ocrober 2003 and the ensulng lsraell
war In Gaza, has enjoyed a narrasive tog-spin,
wihere it has been rebranded asa ‘resistance’ in

han a the-

ology-centric ome.

rdesign priovitises land along with rell-
glon. The two groups want to positon them-
selves domestically w rally potential young
recrultsagainst the government's policies, pri-
aritising development of a localised ecosystem
rather than the cross-border ones promioted
owver the decades. [n 2021, after the Taliban

retnok Kabul, TRF released propaganda videos
I thedr

many cl of publicopinson.
Paldatan's visceral reaction agalnst THF ter-
o |isting Is a rare victory for Indes considering

it has historically had a bonely journey to mar-
ket Pakdstan's promotion of its terror agendas.

For Insdia and the US, this listing could alsebe
part of & larger devebopment of bilateral tes
under the Trump administration, which in
ML |8 transactio around -
term gains. As both States are inthe final stages
of a mach-ant d trade deal, the TRF list-

and western-made weapons such as M4 and
MIG rifles. Formier Army chief, General MM
MNaravane, had labelled THF as the “Terror
Revival Front”.
ﬁseLGdesigmmn.d.es_puelupmennalJlm—
ieed real kumn

img coudd well be p&r{daqmd p.roqun whele
Trump may

irade and tariffs front in exchange for a core
security deliverable. In this fractured world of
countering terror, it i now up tolndia to carry
i .y thermul.

from

The vislt to Wash by th all-

il 1 and <

powerful army chief Asim Munir was detri-
mental to Inda's push i solate and corner
Rawalpindi on the international stage. Trump

A oth h dtn

plans

Kabir Tancia i deputy divector and fellaw,
Strategic Studies Prograrume, Observer Research

‘The wiews expressad arz persanal.
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One Nation, One Market?

e-NAM has taken off but inter-state
and inter-mandi trade is limited

RADE VOLUMES HA\"E no doubt pdc:kr:;l up on the electronic

NathonalA ket {e-NAN hed inApril

101610 calalysn the digital transformation of mandi or market-

placeoperations for the sale of agricultural commodities. Thealm
was to create a transparent online competitive bidding system to enable
farmers to secure remunerative prices for their produce. While the market
access of farmers has improved, e-NAM's stated objective of a unified
national market foragticultural produce —facilitated by inter-state and inter-
mandi trade to enable ei‘ﬁclcnl price discovery—is still a work in progress,
Inter-state trade in agricultural produce kicked off sixy gowith thefi
transaction in tomatoes between a lradcrinBareillyin Uttar Pradesh and a
farmer in Haldwani in Uttaralchand. But since then, it has not really taken
off. Last fiscal, inter-state trade on e-NAM declined on year by 50% to ¥21
crore.In the first quarterof this fiscal it plummetedonyearby 62%t0 $2.92
crore. Thisamounts to 0.01%of the overall turnoveron e-NAM. Thevolumes
ofinter-mandi trade, too, are negligible,

Nevertheless, e-NAM that is largely driven by sales within the wholesale
markets of states has made progress and covers a growing number of com-
modities like apples, saffron, ragl (finger millets), jeera (cumin seeds), chana
(gram), soya bean, copra, and silk cocoons, The e-NAM platform currently
allows online trading in 231 agricultural, horticultural, and other com-
miodities natified by the varl @ nerits, Pri itles provid
ing services such ion, assaying, weather forecasting, and fintech
are also being lnlqgralr:d into the platform to enable more farmers to sell
their produce to buyers of their cholce At present, 1,522 mandis in 27 states
and Union Territories are integrated with e-NAM.Around 17.9 million farm-
ers, 4,518 farmer producer organisations, 0.2 7 million traders, 0,12 million
commission agents,and other stakeholders are registered with e-NAM. The
platform thushas reached eritical mass to improve farmer incomes, Overall
turnover on this digital platform hit T80, 262 crore last fiscal and is up by
4.2 %onyear to ¥19, 784 crore In the first quarterof this flscal,

The question naturally is, what is constraining progress towards one
nation,one market to fulfill the real promise of e-NAM? Obviously, the vari-
ous states must relax norms including allowing traders from outside to buy
and sell commaodities. Unlon minister of agriculture and farmers’welfare
Shivraj Chouhan responded toa question in Parllament in February saying
thatagricultural marketing isa statesubject thatis regulated by the agricul-
tural produce market committee (APMC). For online inter-state trade,
enabling provisions to recognise the trading licences of other states is
required A few states like Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and those in the
notrtheastern reglon have such provisions. The APMC Acts of Tamil Nadu,
Chhattisgarh,and Andhra Pradesh donot prohibit theinter-state trade. Other
states do not have such enabling provisions. Logistics also remains a major
hurdle forinter-state and inter-mandi trade. In this regard, the government
has decided toupgrade the e-NAM platform to facilitate the onboarding of
loglstic setvice providets to ensure faster agri- toss state borders. To
improve e- NAM. a nallnnal inlq;ramj sllspule resolution mechanism also
needs tol of goods delivered varies
from what s shown and bid foron the platform.

Is Wall Street still too
bearish on tariff impact?

"LIBERATION D.“'" FEEI.! like a long time agu Since President Donald Trump

hsley hasty U-turn,the S&P500 Index

-t ehighn. 5 o that Wall Street is

recklessly ignoring econamic risks that haven't really gone away. Exmings saason
may,]lnwwr,pm‘idn further fuel for the rally.

1ates forther dtivec

shocked r

‘trebounded

HE OFTHE anomaliesin
our system is that there
Is talk of demographic
dividendwhere thereisa
Large young population.
At the same time there is a constant
lament that we do not have adequate

o forvarious

©® DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND
STATES NEED TO FINE-TUNE EDUCATION SYSTEMS BUT IT'S PRIVATE ENTERPRISE THAT HAS TO HIRE & TRAIN LABOUR

A template for skilling

MADAN SABNAYIS

%

Ehistacanamist, Bank af Barada

jobs. This is.a ser |
supply, which on deeper thought leads to
San,

while we have a large number of youth
with varying levels of education, the skill
gap s still quite high. That there is scope
toimprove on this metric ls a no-brainer.

Thereshould bea medium-term strat-
egy to bring about an alw:mem'_Thum Is

that can be extended to these skills too.
Children from the lower income groups

mote towards actual use of skills rather

wolikd be going

than textbs

also called pal school; hich
should be covered in a more comprehen-
sive manner, At a practical level, it may
malne sense for state boards to include
the curriculum and th

some urgency given that the large
spread of use of technology and artificlal
intelligence can exacerbate the problem.
Post-Covid, there hasbeen atendencyam-
Dngcumpaninstu gravitate more toward
mdmol:wrtlunsdi!plad Labour.
First, there is a need for students in
schools to be exposed to different crafts
suchas arpentr
electrical jobs, ete. These are skills which
wauld be required all through one's life.

expand to all-India boards depending on
theoutcomes,

While presently the hire such
waorkers for their jobs, hwlngﬂml:nw]-
edge helps in times of emergency.At the
school level, the mind is alse alert and
receptive to acquiring skills. This is evi-
dently the case with sports and should be
extended to other skills too, Ideally, this
should be a part of the curriculum for all
schools, This can be kept mandatory for
two years in the 9th and 10th classes.

Third,
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® ENFORCEMENT POWERS

Chief Justice of India BR Gavai

‘We have seen in so many matters that ED
(Enforcement Directorate) even after the well-
reasoned order by the HC (high eourt) is filing
appeals after appeals, enly for the sake of filing

inthe internship scheme announced last
year by the government; it can be modi-
fhed for this purpose.

The problem is acute today given that

P hasbeen a chal-
lenge. Spaces like logistics, retail and con-
struction have generated a good number,

‘While some jobs like delivery do not
require speci fic skill sets, they may not be

e indivicl
term as one cannot build a career in the
same.As more unemiployed individuals
join this workforce, the earnings tend to

1. Comstruction too has chal-

redium

of the government introduced last year

waslargely successful. 'J'.hncunoepln{hav

ing

wayto get the youth have access toon-the-

job training. Some public infrastructure
spaces can be the perfect

Second, we neod to have  E——— nd for grooming such
specific courses which look o students. There is a lot of
at honing these skills. Just The oll'ﬂ‘ll )Ub investment in rallways,
like there are streams like training via ports,airports, among oth-
arts,schence, medicine,engi- — internships should  ers Theseorganisations can
neering, and information accept students who have
mchnnll{ogy.thmu could be focu:':'l;n_m finished basie courses in
ones looking at practical P uring schools and colleges and
slills that identsfit  rather than services  nuediobe provided jobs on
for joining industries such as this is where real projects.
as construction, auteme-  ¢hare is more value Here, the government
biles, or textiles that suffer can get youths to register

from a skill shortage. By

to be added

with their qualifications in
that can then be

making it a formal course
with a degree instead of a
certification from vocational training
institutes, an element of seriousness is
Introduced. In fact, there can be aptitude

with tests on what courses
to set aside some marks for completing suit them best. The qualifying marks in
such courses. Several school boardsalso  school, orprofi
include foreign languages as part of :hn nl.cma] courses, can be fixed at alower level
seess, This can be inc poodataca-
similar manner., In fact, schools havn demies. pass
classes forart, craft, and p the school-level board exams can be

evaluated periodically and

grammes. The companies which require
such Iabourandamwjlll.ng inth

skilled persons like carpenters, electri-
clans, etc. The major headcount is in
menial jobs, which again do not help one
miove up the income chain,

Hence a relook at our education sys-
‘tem is necessary where a separate Dppul

t becreated for
A domiss.

theslill
requirenents in industries such as con-
struction, auto repairs, sewing, handi-
crafts, ete. can be filled by creating a for-
mal workforce with these qualifications.
The on-the-job training via internships
should focus more on manufacturing
rather than services as this is where there
is more walue to be added. Besides, when
we are talking about India becoming a
part of global supply chains in manufac-
turing, having a skilled manpower is an
imperative. It must also be noted that the
government is only an enabler and has
taken the first few steps. The states need
tu||:|th1 foc & -

inthe
In this manner, demand and supply for
such skills can be matched. The  govern-

bt at theend of the dayit
is pllvatn enterprise which needs to hire
and train labour. This can be a template

ment can offerine formaofa
tax break or allow the cost to be reckoned
under corporate social responsibility. A
similar modality has been implemented

thatcan by for the nexct five years.

orsountil 2030,

Viirws are porsonal

Embed innovation in industrial policy

o

\@/  ADITYA SINHA

The writer is a public palicy professianal

India risks remaining a consumer of technology
rather than a becoming a creator unless it embeds
capability-building into every layer of industrial policy

IM 1957, THE Soviet Union's launch of
Sputnik catalysed a significant strategic
response from the US, Within months,
NASA was established, federal science

\tre-

ating itas an umg)!nuusvarlah]n In con-

From a systems perspective, India
must address structural failures in the

trast, PFaul Romer's growth

ot
thieory i

ula saw an overhaul. Ironically, in 2025,

damer

tion and tl!l:l\nologlu] chanm. buth of

This includes not
nnl)' market failures but netwark (frag-
mented coordinationa actors),inst-
itutional {weak absorptive capacity in

Emest Liu demonstrates that inecon-
omies with complex production net-
warks, targeting innovation support to
sectors with high distortion centrality,
upstream inputs that affect multiple

it

from mnmmlluus hit they took after April 2. Maybe (just maybe)we'll start to see the US is witnessing a contraction in fed- which exhibit increasing returns and Imdustry), and (lack of y-wide productivity gah:!. For
that happen as companies announce their quarterly results. Though tariffs are no joke eral Ri&D outlays, citing fiscal prudence spdlleThnsepmpertlunmnclaml- coherent palicy signaks on long-term pri- Indla se:wrsllh:elunmnll:n ardware,
for profit margins, many large companies are finding ways to mitigate the impact, and administrative efficiency. This rever- cal market failures; and as k Aedg e way them is by and greenchemis-
alﬂlhmn’nmdeaﬂ@l}lattlwlwle!wl]l e feared. aalin nepicentne pres- onice produced, is non- ﬂvalm!andpar mbeddingadapthemvemance atruc- try offer such leverage points. Moreover,
luding specialc A - tially non-excludable, this leads to sys- 1thefrar ‘embed- inthe contextof mission-orented innov-
'hwla 1l shd | a 6.2% contrac in S&P 500 nomies like IndiaAs [oseph Schumpeter tematic undmlm\stmm: by private act- dedautonomy’,ascon athon policy,l
earnings this :alendal )'na: The Dutluuk mllapnud aflm Liberation Day and han ohserved N mom- [ y the r|!tu.m! to innovation Evans and expandud by Dani Rndrlk and infmmdatlunalludnuloglﬁmu!t bebac-
iy, The speed and sc s forthe sec- ents of disruption. India must recognise igh el linear; Ch ulates ke by predictable; rule-based procurem-
turslncenarlyaprllwumthewmst in J.DyeamuumduufZOJOlthnstanunhuc‘uvld thisjunc hancetocat- lenst- states dy pos- ente rovwd in priv-
9 and 2008 of the financial cri chupbut as an inflection point to bead, benefitlogic underpinning sess autonomy | ate R&D manaufac its,
We can observe a similar collapse of tations across tire S&P provided it can embed innovationatthe  privatecapital allocation, ™ from narrow interest capt- Capability development must also be
S00ifwe carve out the so-called Magnificent 7 groupof mega-capitalisation growth heart of its induwstrial policy. It is here that industrial Structural uml and embeddedness seen not just in terms of capital stock but
stocks. Analysts now project modest declines this year for consumer staples, and the Indka has taken commendable InI.tLaI policy must evalve from its. inertia, fiscal linkages and
rebound inindustrial earnings isexpected to beweaker than what wasest steps. ofthes legacy perception of being : and anm\s,xmmrc}ms,and awarticulated intheworkof Sabeland San-
In 2025.Among Mag 7cohort, it's y that ly han National Research Foundation, a pro- protectiondst to a dynamic o . jayaLall, industrialc
on profit margins but also on revenues, The latter has posed #1-lakh crore Research and Inno- tool forc overy silos Such cre- notaone- butacumula-
room to recover even amid enduring tariffs, as long as vation Fund,. and mtmt drpartmum of and technological deepen-  continue to dilute  ate collaborative discovery tive, path-dependent comsistent
we assume that the | nywill skirta proc- inﬁ.]ndia’bmcem (unstat- the potential of [processes,where state capa- upward revision of R&D goals and capab-
= If analysts are so down on somalwsw-clm.hnwhan u:mmmu{ncluml.ﬂ._ colbecti- peol % 4 it lssu- ility thresholc hina's jour-
the index performed aswell as it has? Basbeally, it's the velyreflect anascent commitment to rep- fom, from  regulatory interventions ing incentives but about nieyfrom low-end manufacturing tolead-
sam obd story of Magnifi 7 pi lism, witha osition India as an driven fon and foreign iterative co-creation of ind- ership in Al and quantum technologies,
spec is ona few nong them.Am- economy, T ESSATY, direct Maloe tories Through | ing- by Between 2000 and 2023, China raised its

erlca's superstar mega-cap stocks are putting the mar-
ket on their shoulders, driven by extraordinary under-
lying, timism ab fal
LEVIN The trade war briefly hit earnings expectations for
the likes of Nvidia and Amazon, but they swifthy boun-
Bloombarg :ndhatki\chﬂtlun]u!ta retailer, Amazon has a mas-

JONATHAN

are insufficlent. India's private sector inv-
estment in R&D remakns stagnant at un-
der(.3% of GO, and overall gross expen-
diture on R&D (GERD) has hovered
around 0.6 4% for over a decad e. Struc-
tural inertia, fiscal fragmentation, and

silos continue to dilute the

sive chouc idia 0T pos-
itive reversals in policy since the tl.ade war first broke loose.
Microsoft, Meta Platforms, and Alphabet never lost their mqio intheeyes of ana-

potential of these interventions, The real
que!tlm:. thus, is not if India is doing en-

in India to targeted schemes such as pro-
duction-linked incentive and the Semi-
conductor M.Isnlun, marks pmgmnn \’L"t.

monitoring. feedback loops,and real-time
policy calibration, the embedded auton-

omy nments to
i

GERD from 0.9 to 2.64% of GDI. In

contrast, lsrael’s - 5,60 R&D-to-GDPrat-

o reflects a dense web of university-ind-
n,

nd start

these scl
ion volume over innovation lntmnlry.
They incentivise manufacturing scale
without sufficiently integrating design,
research, and tech co-development.

As Marlana Mazzucato argues, Inno-

Jmmugumlu.n

P

certainty. Forexample,
ﬁchnnlngy Research Institute and Gm

many's Fraunhofer Institutes function
not as static research centres but as living
intermediaries, translating public R&D

ecosystems.| nalning acons-
umerof technologyrather than becoming
acreator unless it embeds capability- buil-
ding intoevery layer of industrial policy.
Wemaust rememberthat innovation is

lysts, a reflection of hechanges that h but whether  vation policy must riskpri-  imtoir T lose  notaby- tof indust itis

'frumplnuuduoed OltMemlmgmup,mlyhpplu an(;mll—ahavuemannm“h:g i o bs struic into but shape martkets aro- aned medivment- its precor As]

drop in earnings expectations after early April, its industrial development strategy. und public purpose. Inthe Indian context, In India, stages, it must
Investors are also learning that some of thesestocks qualify for special treatment To make this pivat, it is imp fal policywith creating such translational that

from the Trump administration. This week, the government reversed course on makeacase forastate- ludlnmvatlunpul- national missions in sectors that inher- across regional chusterscould helpbridge  re.Onehas tod it.And un-

rﬂtrlningnhipmmzofhep\l processors to China, unlocking billions in potential kcy. Neoclassical economics traditionally ently require public RED leadership. the chasm between lab and line. like capital,cannot be imported.

Micro Devices.
‘Whather this 5 leadarship is a blessi
theeyeofthe ertalr uy,muuu,-n.u
valuations comewith risks of their own,but
tl.m uh\‘hnthm markets amappmpllam]y pdl:lng tallﬂ'pullq'
haveotl

a hazard s still mostly in

q an tax
and spendlng package, known as the Ckm! Big Beautiful Bill Act,enshrines tax bene-
fits on domestic and In:l!matlona] income that Morgan Stanley said could benefit
[ techandc services,
Omn the trade front,. reported that President Trump had softened his tone
with China toset the table fora summit with counterpart Xi [inping.

Could the tariff story take another turn for the worse? Absolutely.

THE EDITOR

Andhra’s aerospace bet

Apropos of “Karnataka vs Andhea® (FE,
Juby 21}, Karnataka has had an
aerospace policy since the 90s and
would have been the first chaice of
investment. But after Karnataka

P its plan to build an

i th inkeysec that there could,
optlmhtlml}yspeahng,bu room for analysts to start revising earnings higherlal.hm
than lower If that happens, iy
Im the US market.

serospace park near Bengaluru
airport, Andhea Pradesh is going all
out ta woo foreign direct investment
in merospace. Karnataka's farmer's
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gain is a boss to the state government.
The biggest factar which can tilt the
scales in favour of Andhra is having &
plethora of land and a provindustry
and -investment CH at the helm, and
it is governed by a partner of the
Mational Democratic alliance which
rules at the Centre. Andhra's Space
Palicy 6.0 will provide incentives to
i firms as well as micro, small, and
medium enterprises. Andhra is keen to
bring economic development and
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emplayment opportunities for its
youth at any caost.
~—Bal Gowind, Noida

Reserve Al use

Apropos of “Tech made life easier, but
focus harder” (FE, Juby 21), a 2023
stwdy by Malik et al. revealed that 75%
showed reduced critical thinking and
73% axhibited excessive technology
dependency, signalling a decline in
decision-making skills among Gen Z

and young workers. Tools meant ta
enhance inteligence are h:rstenng

y, with artifici T
ce [al) often performing tasks auto-
mmcluslr( ‘W must prioritise human
potential, while asking ourselves
“what's the maximum capability | can
utilise as a human?" and reserve Al for
mundane tasks.
~—Kunal Yerma, labalpur
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I(anﬁ,‘l‘l 44 India must enhance its potential as trade and tech partner, and look beyond US

Vishwa Guru, or Also-Ran?

Markets Powering
Big Corp Engines

Banks must focus on unlocking subsidiary value

Top-tiercompaniesare borrowing more from capital mar-
kots, adding todisinter b ']
adiversion of household savings away from deposits into
equities and debt. There are cyclical and structural fac-
tors at play here. Companies have deloveraged heavily
and are finding adequate interest from investors for their
equity am:l debt issues. The demand for corporate credit
has al d on account of adelayed revival in private
investment. Capacity addition by industry remains tepid
despite Gol's rapid infra buildup. On their part, banks,
too, are tapping the markets on the strength of their ba-
I:moe sheets, Yot, deposit 2mi\-lh trails lending to house-
¥ policy adj propupcon-

sumption. This is restricting banks' access to cheap mo-
ney that would make their corporatelending competitive,
A deepening corporate debt market is a healthy deve-
lopment. It frees up bank erodit for
small enterprises that would otherwi-
s have beon subsidising their big ri-
vals. The strong interost in [POs of
small companios suggests an event-
al growth in bank lending to this seg-
ment. The harmonisation of the regu-
latory structure for banks and sha-
dow lenders should push credit demand in the direction
of the former. The process aids in strengthening bank
lending by reducing concentrated exposire to big borro-
wers, It also imposes competitive intensity into a system
that had worked itself intoa bad loan crisis a decado ago,
Banks are now doing business differently through im-
proved risk management that will keep them in the reck-
oning. Banks have entered other areasof finance suchas
insurance and MEFs and are yet to unlock value in their
subsidiaries, Companies grow relatively slowly in India,
limiting their ability to raise cheaper debt from the capi-
tal market. The funnel of small enterprises is widening
a8 largor soctions of the economy formalise. Rising inco-
mes willkeep credit demand strong from households. In-
dlan banking is in a sweet spot; it must keep adapting to

Ivingeconomic

Itis Not the Age of
Genocide, and Yet...

Thatapnthynnd inncti ake for deadly ishar-
b the free recei theinter-

n,ntiun,nlcummumlx India included, to continue with their ge-

e

hat is the natureof In-
f dia's current foreign
mﬂlt‘} Dmbl.('nL ar at

ummmlsmﬂwwlmnﬂmmunm
attention-grabbing Hisinnercircle’s
pay-asvougn diplomacy is alarm-
ingg. The endless, but unavoidable,
wait for tranche 1A of the bilateral
trade deal is exasperating. Yet, tacti-
cal respanses (or non-respanses) to
any or allof these should not detain
usfrom astrategic re-apprai

US ratronchment from global
commitments is creating inth-
rea areis— theworld s tradeand eco-
TOMic sy stem; security framew:

and provision of i
lie o There is far from a m:a]
withdrawal. but the 80-pound goril-
la is slimming down to & T00-pound
gorilla. What's more, thefiat is not be-
ingreduced evenly across sectors, e
gioms and geographies. As such, the-
o is the 'known unknown’ of the gu-
anfum of decline — the notional 100
pounds — but also an ‘unknown un-
known' of the consissency of Ameri-
can retrenchment: the where, when
and for how longz.

o ome ntion, partnershiporcoal-
itiom can fill the gap America laaves.
s a8 true for consumer demand
as it is for sncurm'mhlmmm To
besure, d el

ya?

constituencies. They will advance
with or without the White House's
outright support. Semetimes they
contld even do so in spite of it OF co-
urse, pace and visibility will be mo-
dhula

® US plus one Then, a second pro-
wons involves hadging between the

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | MUMBAL | TUESDAY | 22 JULY 2026 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES. COM

Hcru then, does Indins navigate the
ian e? Rewvisit the basics. In

159111 orulisation ), 2000 (Y2K), 2014
(Mol imandate), or 22021 (post-Cov-
i), excitement ahout India was root-
e in its potential as a trade and tech
as amarket for key countries,

and as & possible sourcing and sup-

USandlike-minded, non-China part-
ners. Here, the space for hedging is
actually expanding. Actors such as
Indin seek. i not alternatives, then
Aatlanst complements and suppleme:
nis bo their export and trwde, supply
chains, deferice and security wnd

i iththe U8, Skew-

mess someaf the gaps in different re-
ghons and domains. Read along with
fitful, but still inexorable, US-China
gredt power competition, this islead-
ing to two paralkel processes of hed-
ging for countries such as India:
0 Tech & security There's straight-
forward hod ging between the USand
China in the digital and strategic
technology sphares, as well as socu-
rity and security-adjiacent domains.
Here, the space Far hedging is cont-
ractin
Ind

like many others, is making
itschoices Thesechoicesaresystem-
|cch:|mamyt|mﬂuurmlermqﬂl
enee and buy-n in US movernment
apencies, and tech and business

Dm.

ed dependancies are sought to be mi-
tigated to the degree possibie. There
arvattempts todiversify.

Indin and Eurcpe looking to do
mare together in trade, defence sup-
ply chains and innovation is one ax-
ample. India-Australin cooperation
in rare parths is another Incransing
partmarships involving non-US Qu-
ad eotintries, & well as non-Giad co-
untries, in the Inde-Pacific is a third.

Hawing said that, in some doma-
s, even a partial withdmwal of the
US fbetprint is so substantial that no
new arrangement can entirely fill it.

Nevertheloss, it is what it is. Volati-
lity and unpredictability are now a
way of life.

many more, Every-
l]\llEElS:‘ mllnmlunﬂtn:lmwn
al wealth, democratic and transpar-
ency credentials

attributes the headline of its extarn-
al strategry. 1t is notenouzh to conclu-
e froe trade agreements — maome ac-
curntely fonsible trade pgreements

with, dl iz om wha in the go-
vernment 15 describing it, ‘comple-
mentary economies’, ‘partners o
our West' or ‘rich countrios’, The ge-
me is much more gritty, granular
and painstaking.

Indin affering a mumlmdhl lrad.('

THE SPEAKING TREE

Nourishing
The Soul

SANT RAJINDER SINGH
As modern lifeconstantly prog-

supply chain must-have to as lnnn)
countries as possible is the hard,
slow and relenthess mechanism o
batilding foreim policy leverage. In

tinue to improve the quality of
1ifie, we are placing graater emph-
asis om Living longer. healthier
lives This growing awareness

countries, mipﬂxmring countries
insome of

sucha  thay aresimply no "
TN PAT TS — N0COWNLT s o0 can wet quality sleop and exerciss e
afford to ignore. There will be limita- uilardy While all these help us
tions towhat Indinean do with China achiove ideal physical and men-
and Pukistan, butaside from that, In- tal health, is that all weneed to
dia will need to strive to malke itself lead nnnpnlnalllﬁ"‘
indispensable to some econcamic im- It is imipartant tounc
perative or the other with about eve- ﬂmsﬁmmn.]hnﬂthdu‘:mdnun
Ty pountry the haalthof the body and the
This will inchude individual Asean mind Themost crucial aspect

of well-being is piritual health,

Tru

tion of Indi
<QCU;} has caused JEEI[I‘MHM nuah—

satl Esnourish-
. How can we replenish and

suchnsT\u'kl}l' Intheend, w]ualum
e ecomimic stake and proposition
ndia offers another nation is the
bastmetricof its foreign policy influ-
ence. An aggregation of such stakes
and propositions will make for com-
pasitenational relevance ina smash-

and-grabworld order
Prime Minister Marendra Maodi's
two visits this week — to the UK o
conclude a trade deal that, among
wther things, co-

‘wais, and re- " uld grive Scotcha
i ol Indla's sgtunlﬁ'l:.:nlu:m e
addon.  Minys NAVE greater res e a o ovar  bour-
economic lever- buy-In In US gov agencles, bon, and to the
age, India !;“'I'_"l:‘ and tech and business ggﬂmﬁ?mj
areven avishwa (UI'IStilUEI'I_UES. anq Wil eonomic g
mitra;itisavish- - advance with or without ent has out:
waillso-ran. White House support sted  political

In a time of Aacar ity — offar

tariffs and turbu-
'Inbnl

upenided and th-

lenca, with
trutde rulas

whole notion of
most  fivoured
nation  being
hallowed  out,

my and trade

a  glimpse  of

what could ba.
There'll still be
about 200 co-
untries tojmo,

The writer is
partne The
Asin Group,
ol chairof
it India
practie

well-being of pur
sl What does our soul need?
it s we neurish our mind and
‘bocly with the sustenanceof good
diet, sloep and exercise, wemust
naurish thesoul with the suste-
narce of Goel's name, Our sl
isa partaf theDivine and gins
stremgth us it experiences close-
mmﬂwﬁlmm,hly“mmh
itntion, we can experience
ﬂwhneand[imtﬂafdwithm
the soul meonnects with the
Divine in meditation, weattain
truewellness. Toembark on this
divine journey, we must imbibe
teachingsaf great saints. As our
sl is headed, our physical and
miental health also improves. For

this to 1, we st medita-
tedaily d.il.iamﬂg helpang
our soul undertnke this journey

af bliss, ultimately attainingop-
tirmal wellness,

A Better
Mousetrap?

UTUP&m ‘Dhaan’t Make UPLa Tax
Adpesh Tankha (Jul 213,

ﬂwanmhmm about tax imp-

licatinsof UPl transactions on
small;

nocidal land-clearing mission in Gaza, Whileadministrations /— BellCurves w»rprasad nd b]‘“ﬁ
argueover what constitutes ‘genocide’ and the extent towhich ChatGPT ﬂ com modit Ex urts :;Iramu?ml;l“fﬂﬂhum:
‘antisemitism’ can be extended to cover any eritique of the Is- SHA'R' y p o of small and medium offling
raeli state, famine conditions in Gaza have deepened, with at mﬂlmmm:ﬁg:u |Mmmll‘l'lm but mmhuntmmshmﬂ( OnLhE
. e decre decade, During i t
least 1 people dying of hunger over the weekend. lsraeli mili- OF THE DAY 2014 and 2021-2023, lmulummrummnmw :m?l.ﬂ’ ntt‘!:nmmrslmgu
tary operations, which Teast 115 F and substantiaily by 25 6%, namesaf family members, emp-
wounded more than 200 people as children are dying of state- n Dty One, the ﬁ:m’ Shof ..:. Including m'"" Ty, e, o splin sudess el redu
imposed starvation, has reached Biblical proportions. Purliament met, iopad P = u'r.ax incidence. T‘hc‘analland
With hapes, not /s ;m-nuu it merchint vocks an
The failure of Eurp;l.ll.'t'lcq to mtv:rwnc'and mah‘thﬂ ]‘m)a "I"lrf bl trade, § trillion d.ltu'l:lkmﬁul.ta] which
Werchan dise irade her financials strossed. [ts betier
Peg of Lebensraum is proof of thetriumphod Bt g beges, | LT and GET departments broad-
realpolitik over basic human empathy They stuck io no plan, an the prosumptive tax schemes
Netanyahu's mission to oust Palestini- Four mlfeurments? Now, ;u:m:;m:ﬂ:;‘ngzm
ans from Gaza is a Herodian massacre of hat s w ruacker! mmmsﬁxrbuth mlmnmﬁ
the innocents, where starving people by ses Tevere
. cutlln:{ off aid, including ba:)';'rai. is . I'm receiving their ;;.!:;:I.nlm
purt of “strong state’ tactics ¢ rning S A,
down the forest to lush out bandits”. The strategy to make for mz-an” 0n-xay ; Signal s. Let's not I'Espﬂl'ld .
Niving space' s strikingly familiar Descendants of Europea “Thres-year pesiods (g export value | until they learn to speak Fossils Fuel Qur
_Jm'n are nm'mrDL‘_tmllnE iton Ignml:s Palestinians, making n.i‘:R‘:’.‘.}.‘,’,",’E..‘.‘.‘,':':'i'e"i'f..‘:ﬁhﬂ!:‘ﬁ;"ufﬂffr'\'fu'ﬂﬁﬁ"f{. Haﬁfa‘o“m g our lan iuage! Health Da I'I'Iage
ita psychopathological act by which vietims have given them- Sowce: UNCTAD This refies o the Bdit. %ir Palhs
selves a licence to become perpetrators of the same crimes tiemn Morms Went Upin Smaoke’
committed on them. {hal 210, The coal lobby seems to
Agencies like UNseam defunct, while powers like the US and h""’:’m‘“"d"‘%wm"m
China are kc-m:'r toleverage a tragedy than toend it. India, i ;": lﬂu% é}:ﬂﬁ"‘
itwants and depondent industries, but can se-
tervene — pick up the phone and speak to ‘friendly’ Tel Aviv, if &L:Jshmu‘
need be, It is not the age of war, yet wars are happening. It is . i
" deficit. They are a political strategy o nateall markets. not just the US, f“owu‘ nitfor decaides,
certainly not the ageof genocide and holocaust, and yot... mkﬂywlmmlcumnmnclgea India has a legacy of central planming, l“n S0hisamujor
Butit'snot industrial policy What the  like China. While much has chang M"Mﬂ'ﬂ' contributor o
c US isdoing with MP Materialsis The  post-1961. the legacy of central planni- The story'sso tied respiratary ill-
I US government has, for long, support:  na lives on — meost tellingly via260-plus  Ghanashyam-da— nesses, and In-
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Women's participation inIndia’s
labour force must notlanguish

The economy may stay in a low equilibrivm if we do not act to resolve well identified restraints on women taking up jobs

KRITIKA SONI &

JAYANTA TALUKDER

are, respectively, research assoclate and
assoclate fellow, Mational Council of Applied
Economec Research

India needs a larger share of women at work

‘Women in vwilages and citles face differant obstaches but the praportion who ane in the labour
force—or actively seeking to join it—trails rising literacy bevels across the country

Eor rural women (in %) Forurban women (in %) mimnt
loss therein. Accon |n;(|mlw P 0
Force Survey (PLFS) 2023-24, the lit e Literacy rate: To.4 0 849
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15 us to a deeper question: Are rural
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planning failing women?
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Robotaxi battle royale: Uber’s
new deal ought to worry Tesla

Testa may get left in the dust by rivals if it doesn’t showw resulls soon

LIAM DENNING
|s a Bloomberg Opinion colummnst covering
energy.

::n\'rntmnalu dum hasit that the
i

tional wisdom is the antithesis (lf(|i!i|1l||-
thon. Along comes a deal to hammer home
the point: Uber's autonomous vehicke
nership with Lucid and Nuro, Teslashould
watch out,

Thethree companies are teaming up to
barild a Aleet of at least 20,000 robotaxis,
using Lucid's Gravil SLIV fitted
with Nure'sautonomous vehicl
tem, amd owned and o
third-party part
the first ones next year i
major UScity. As part of the deal, Uk
invest in both companies. For Lue
funding is to refit its assembiy line to incor-
porate Kuro's technology. But along with
the sales pi L ady refit
Lucics distressed stock: Having fallen by
nearly 0% ov st three years, it
Jumgpsed
anarmy of short b
In theory, rofwt

mi, Alphabet
Few others eat into
ber, Uber'sstock suffe
one-day drop in more th
news of Waymo's expansic

The reality, however,

rently less than 1% of market,
Iﬂ('lﬂ} going to displace human
her, we'll likely see a hybrid

model develop. Like airline

makmu AVs
wedy on higher ut -
thon: More batts in 5 roing plac
we humans travel erratic
enough rohotaxis o meet peak der
woukd inevitably mean a lotofempty ones

such as pi ngupamlcln:wnnuur[atlho
automotive melee known as the

Het of rides supple-
crvimgg the more
s well as routes

Iucrative demand surges
that befuddle robots.
This takes us to a wider point raised by
fieal: Nevomee yed havows what success
utonomy market will lm:kllkr- In

Tesla's |eadership of the US driverless taxi
market is far from assured. AEUTERS

ment with Vel
ter

agen to deploy the lat-
Buzz electric vans for autonomous
s, targeting commercial
And rather than out-

right competitors, |
more like frenemies, with the latters robo-
taxis operatingexclusively through Uber's

app in Atlanta and Austin.

The rebotaxi bu
cross-cutting com
tion. Besides the hardware and software
mix in the vehicles themselves, there is 4
surrounding ecosystem—cleaning and
maintenance, charging. netwaork manage-
ment and. often overlooked, remote cus-
tosmer service and tele-operations forwhen
rofaxs or passengers requine assistance.
Beyond this, there i i
developers o lic
legacy firm
which have

One company that stands a part fromall
this is Tesla. Mostly vertical integration
served the company well in dismapting the
automarket with desirs Vs Thel

re. thus far, l{-\.\cl 2

Iwhich under-
E irmings multiple.

tJnNJFI Imm‘u market's central del
Is whether Te per camera-|
gene my model can beat the
e expensive, mmhl.llllﬂ .lppﬂ).ll‘huhln\q
ruiltipde senso rharac
terizes Wayme
Austin rollout undercuts
rative, but il
strength of b
merely take the lead, but outright crush the
competition.

Yet, in launching its service, Tesla has
started the clock on having todemonstrate
reul progress. In some ways, the dreamofa
robotax] was more valuable to the com-
pany actual deployment.

Meanwhile, competitoms ane ing

it |'|]|I.‘.1iJII('(I‘H("\Dm”M‘IH itis
April, it announced an agree-

s A5 in multiple markets, knowing
that some may pay off while others becoms:
footmotes. 1t will be years before we can
Judge the suee e et mowe. For
Tesla's stock, priced for dominance, it's a

problem already. EBLOOMBERG

Don't be naive: Agentic Al won't eliminate agency costs

SIDDHARTH PAI

n 1976, economists Michael Jensen and

Ing;
agent’ o act
b iour may

= principal’s interests, This
llpnmonl whetherstemming from
2 hod Lll[(wnmlunurlm re

Is co-founder of Slana Capital, a
wenture fund manages.

.-.I|:h| and elaborate inc
evolved tomitigate such tendencies,

Butwhat ifthe agent isno longer uman?
i shs oneeexecuted by human

i |1|IN Tearning. capable not IIN‘H"J :al'l'ul-
bowing eommands, but of inginputs
initi. utonomously. This
quired a name, Agentic

and few Imwc-mla ed it as ardently
Salesforee CECMare Bendoff, who envisions
awonrld inwhich digital sgents are not assist-

engine misreard den
offering long-haul ]Jll\lm' II. at
economy prices, Thousands of o nl.mmol\
selzed the opportunity before the s
corrected, costing the airline 5
n finance, trading bots have misfired spec
tacularly, executing vas
-generating trad

t

l||i(' Reddit.
I'ho problem is not
1y

and crucially far less costly th
workers, [Flensen and Meckling w
Y'Illt'lh\'lﬂl agents acl tmgumclttwlrcmu
ppens when the agent
together? Algorithms do
cIf-promete. They do not

lacks interesis
not scheme or
negodiate bonuses or conceal

Surel

¥
agency doesn't dissolve the problem—itonly
reconstitutes it Whil

. but ||]

s, judgement and
punishment. With Al

at Innalo behind a dcu isiom is often

umtraceable even tothe engineers who built

the model ithe “black box!' problem).
\ll market appetite for .\g!lull:

act i bad Eakth

artificd suscepti- | re
ble to malfunction, misjudgement and mhl.l.mnmpi IIn;LIInm
malevelent interference. ries, benefi

Adopters of Al
agents should
be wary of risky
ways in which
such bots could a
veer off their »

objectives

days. They introduce unpredictability
igue, emotion or bias. Al agent olnw-

Machines can act with vigorous logic and still
violate common sense. Their inability to

ntenance, infinitely s
tional. They can ingest ted I".‘l|]}|(“. u[

unifrmity.
tion is noisy.
et l\ollllgm“nhl'
a fee out of sympathy;
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0T wided
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ve deemied utopdan.

But Al agents don’t
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Waorse, since the
rather than b«

recognizethe limdtsof thedr i
an under-theorized form of agency
Security compounds

Jihacked, can
s ACE n
. 1t might reorder inven-
unlock restricted files, manipulate
approve frauculent trans-
I, firms

actions. By investing s

taught us that

he essence of the
agent ]Jml]l.c'm s not merely bad
behaviour but structural misalignment —an
inevitable by-prodhsct of delegation. Agentic
Alreveals that alignment, even when theo-
retically perfect, does not eliminate the bur-
e shifts thee problem [lum miotive to
mixc] eIf-interest to i
and watehfulne: terpretability. The
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ished. It has mutated i
oficode, prohabil
mo one fully underst
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Crypto regulation can't
beleft for another day

We urgently need to sel up a sound regulatory framework for digital assels. Sebi, RBI and

the government must come together to fill the vacuwwm and protect investors before it'’s too late

ndiatopped global erypto adoption for the
second year in 2024, according to Chain-
alysis, a US-based blockchain analysis firm,
with 19 million investors, nearly one-fifth
of all erypto holders warldwide, The US
ranked second with 1 investors,
followed by Indonesia with 39, Telling as these
estimates are, the ranks could seon chan;
s President Donald Trump signe
law the Genius Act to create a regulatory regime
for stablecoins. American investors, unlike
their Indian counterparts, will now have the
comfort ofa regulatory framework. America's
new law requires stablecoins—or erypto tokens
whose value is pegged to a regular currency —to
be backed by liquid assets such as US dollars
and short-term Treasury bills, This enhances
their credibility. Issuers must also disclose the
composition of their reserves every month,
Consequently, digital assets could become a
routine way to make payments and transfer
money. Stablecoins, mostly designed to main-
taina I:1 dollar peg, are already in heavy use.
Under the new law, the market could grow to $2
trillion by 2028, as Standard Chartered Bank
estimated. For comparison, the market for gold
is projected to grow to just $458 billion by 2032,
according to Fortune Business Insights,

India, alas, is yet to regulate cryptocurrencies,
Evenas India’s wealthy and not-so-wealthy
seem drawn almost irvesistibly to cry pto assets,
despite the risks, we remain ina regulatory
vacuum. The government has been quick to tax
crypto gains, but has not been remotely as agile
inclearing the fogon digital assets or laying
down rules. As former finance secretary 8.C.
Gargargued ina Mint oped, India’s approach to
crypto assets has been piecemeal, passive and

systemically unsustainable. A long-awaited

discussion paper on the subject is vet to be
released. Meanwhile, investors in these digital
assets appear to be swelling steadily. According
toreports, retail investors dominate crypto
exchanges in India, making up 90-95% of users,
though they account for only 30-50% of trading
volumes, while high net-worth individuals and
tutions are fewer in number (4-10%) but
50-70% of turnover with larger trades and
their frequent use of derivatives. India’s regula-
tory vacuum has seen several crypto exchanges
rush into meet demand, but the safety of these
platforms is a wild guess. Take cyberattacks.
Just last week, CoinDCX suffered a cyber heist
of §44 million, with this money reportedly
stolen by hackers from an internal account.
Though the exchange said all investments are
safe, the incident highlights the need to make
this market both safer and more transparent.
Last year, WazirX had lost $234 million to theft.
These are not small amounts and it istoo late
for acrypto ban. At least stablecoins need legal
recognition (and rules). Sure, it could be argued
that UPLalready eases payments and that the
central bank’s e-rupee can serve the smart -
money functions of crypto. But investors have
voted with their wallets for private tokens. In
this scenario, we need action of the kind taken
by our regulator of capital markets, Sebi, to
make the market for equity derivatives safer for
inv Sebi must now join hands with the
government and central bank to fill the crypto
vacuum before retail investors burn thei -
gers, Garg has proposed mandatory licensing,
nsistence on Indian jurisdiction
and the functions of exchanges, brokers, aggre-
gators, custodians and other entities kept apart
as the four cornerstones of a crypto regulatory
framework, That would be a good start.
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Ratings: What works for bonds
can aid investors elsewhere too

Retail investors showuld thank Sebi for its proposal fo extend this idea to a diverse range of sectors

MADAN SABNAVYIS

Is chief economist, Bank of Baroda, and
author of ‘Corporate Quirks: The Darker
Side of the Sun'

redit rating agencies (CRAS) in
Ind lovwed to rate only
enisthat are {or

bed offered to the public. This

it all pubidl s must b
wwever, private placem. 50
as they coubd be offered Imhc-
it soame podnt. In fact, i
such private placements get ratings
From two or three CRAs, as investors
often insist e, thereisa
lot of v I\Ilmug‘l tothet
E il Excha |n|:o]1m|tl
of India's (Sebi) draft paper that
explores the widening of such ratings to
companies or instruments that come the
under different financial regulators is
noteworthy. As a number of financial
rereaching the retail level, it

muﬂclhn Ipinvestorsin Th

better-informed decisio 5

already noted that these ne

would be ring-fenced from the rating

h!i‘.|ll|“|!|l|1HJLlﬂ‘|l parate outfits to

e conflicts of Interest,

CRAs hawgl raded |m||
added

wit

pe. For IPOs. it began as a )
useful tool to denote how true the com-

it
However, the conoept god undermined
ascritics attempted to link the stock’s
at-listing market performance with
its grading. So such gradings

the choice of stock issuers, which gave

domains, servic
e n-.lunmmkl:

other general risks. Their finer points,
however, often go into the fine print,
which customers are rarely aware of. A
i

often end up making inferior
Having a grading for each product wi
aure that the customer can evaluate

grading could cover

claims, turnaround times and so on.

A
Funids, wi

ative of the future. A grading of such
schemes can be espec

asniot to be
K would later do.

managers. This idea should
enplored fir the purpose of ratings.
Note that the Reserve Bank of In
manclates banks touse only rati
issued by an external credit
age For determining v
while cale i

left o

|Irm|1
n-gnlalml.ntln Tt Imn\ i
Much effort by regulators in all Aelds
has gone Intulm])lml ndia's level of
' (Iglng[:lup]olo

through. while
risk of a bow grading

h(lltcll Butin the absenee of knowledge,
people often take investment decisions
hased on influencer tips, whi
result insub-optimal outeo Having
ratings for a wide range of financial

products, therefore, will be ofhelp.

That said. there are steps that o

@

s to cover life and

The -.hcmlcll:-m-lc T
e | must be made mand
i may nod go for such a

ypions available on that b 3
tory. [Fnot, players
tingg o g

ctssuch a
promised benefits, the insurers
al strength, record of response to

ire key i t
ar rationale holds for pension
!

ssion with all market particips
wil thee field s regulator, so that it has
ceepability. As this exercise
would be novel, consuliation with
insurers and pension funds would be
recpuired. Fourth, o major campaign
must be launched to spread awareness
of these ratings, so the public is
nudged to take them into consideration
as envisaged.
I'Iml:lca:al’mlc'mlluumlumm

e ot ind

aseful for

pany was towhat itstated in its issue

ment financial product
nc-mlmh«n iluated chance ne
¥ anid should be talen up by all regulators.
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If youdon't take good
care of your credit, then
yvour credit won't take
good care of you.

TYLER GREGORY

-

-

DEEP MUKHERJEE

ts & quantitative rick
management professional
and a visting faculty member
of UM Calcutta

B term ‘risk appetite'(H \I#jﬂm'ﬂﬂll
renwcy after the 2008 Crisls
theat began in the U3, In
pean Banking Authority (UMMmIILMncI l
Stability Board (FSBy were the earliest regula-
Imxmlmlmlrlm in formal regulatory asks.
il

il thie need for banks to docu-
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Banks mustn't let Risk Appetite Statements gather dust

bank'sboard acknowled
thiebusiness helghtens th caremessof rishs
amd ensures capital planning tocover them.
Toachieve their objectives, RAS limi

s belng borne by

often not the case,
RAR ax o negiected visk managemens toof:

Th et ity of a risk

h:l\IT‘IM|II'[| anissue

only a few c'xom] ar

n]l)':m‘(lin Inilia,

egic pLanmnuc-w
evel thresholds,

plan te takse in purs |.||f||ﬂJ|'|l!i.T' s

formally documented as a Risk Appetite

Statement (RAS) and monitored For any

ipfiront resolve that the

i pin typses of risk and

heepthoseta ﬂwm\.lthmthr‘aml:ltufllw atexd
sk

ble in times of an economic
erode more capit n the
profits made ifand when the cycle tums, an
RAS encourages thinking beyond the shor-
term. Theactof stating what level of risk the

i rt'|n| l::r\'llﬂs b, lln-mmliﬂ'plal
s rarely refiers to the statement and
business-unit bevel planning and risk-taking
are not aligned with enterprise-level risk
lim: times, business unit heads are not
even awareofhow the enterprise-wide risk
appetite applies to their operations. This
leaves the board with Hmited control over
the risl

Banks ne
menis. Let's focus on three aspects,

Eaplicit quantitasive thresholds: Lets ke

¢ adequacy ratio (CAR), a
metricofacaj
R threshold,
regulatory
wedghted
s plan that will

reofien set on the:

12% im am adverse sitwation 1 ||>p1'|.li(

of loans going bad. What would a conservative

hypothetical Bank XY Banks mUSt hank with a lower risk

tl.\li Is 18%, to .v:'l i ir i appetite do? If a 1-in-20
i state the“‘ r'Sk shock (much less likely to

appetites on the

averageofthat. Oritcoukd baSIs Of metrics

takeanumberbetweenits — that turn these 1 e the RAS to work

historically lowest CAR B meaningfully, the b

and itsaverage. Whilethis  statements iNto  must make an expl

sounids comforting, such = choice.

approaches lack economic Steerlng wheels Risk-adfusted perform-

il risk rel e,

rigour
Ty by, for a he ahh\

eushion to absorh In\\c".

b kmnmﬂhawalnm I
usedts CAR to Ball below | u

For the fat-tall na

mate the size ofa

event reduces the capital cushion by

that hits the hank s CAR by ome percen

. then an RA limit set at 13% impll

!c hance ulcl.m|||ul1.l£|)|~l=m|l)| I:\-,nﬁ
hs

Feredit losses—esti-
IFsuchan

OGN -Bodds loss,

the hm.lnc'u. -unitlevel and thus helpbothin
lbocation and ensuring
des through the bank,

g Bottome-up portfodio-wise

ank’s bosses to redevant

a

anee measures: The Risk
Appetite

banks often have return -on-

amount of equity requined ©
cover aloss of 1-in
‘onee-ln-1,000- years boss. Like

conld take multicychke boss data to—a

red uity (RoE) Ihn. mld.l.liunlm
does not allow the I

[IETS b amil geopolitical factors,
This s critieal to simulate and assess how a
portfodio growth strategy will impact losses
during a downturn. While banks perform
stress tests tomeet regulatory requirements,
there is scant evidence
been integrated with thedr FLAS
planning processes. Most bank:
‘static’ stress tests, wil i
clency tested under the ass
an X% surge in bank-wide losses.
Banks must shift from treating the RAS as
a tick-hox routine to using it
wheel for theirstrategy in the contest of risk
control. Without a functional RAS, abank’s
beard cannot properly supervise the risks
haringg taken by business units in theirmsh o
meet short-term targets. When stakehobders
it by earning shiocks or adverse disclo-

sumpdion at the business-unit ey
tovhe ddone, banks must caleulate retum-on-
economic-capital (RoFC), This would help
in measuring the economic value added at

sures, bank s are often just assurprised
s sharehold an] the regulator. A well-
designed Risk Appetite Statement could
tackle this problem and result in markedly
safer banking.
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Fixing GST
India needs asimple and stable tax structure

The goodsand services tu (GET) system s set foran overhaul inthe coming weeks.
It has been reparted that Union Homse Minister Amit Shah would initiate dis-
cussions with different stakeholders to resolve pr.'ndlm, issues. Iftrue, thisreflects
the palitical usgency to img GST system th i
central government and states, Another news report last week showed that the
Prime Minister's Office had given in-principle approval to the restructuring of the
[ rk. The Union gov djust the GET system to improve
ts workings should be welcomed, It, however, must be noted that while GST has
enabled th ation of rational market asi ded, it hasur i dil
rerms of revenue collection, which has particularly affected the Union govern-
ments fingnces, Unlike states, the Union did not have thecushion of compensation
lora mcm.m shortfall in the initial years,

el the GST Council
Firstcon i i Tt is nowwell
reasons for the underperformance of the GST system is the complexity of its mte
structure and multiple slabs, Ideally, economists argue, the system should have a
single rate, However, India decided to make it progressive. Even while striving o
achievethisobjective, the number of slabs can be reduced. In thisregard, it has been
reported that the 12 per cent slab will be done away with, and the items taxed at this
ratewill be shifted to the 5 and 18 per cent slabs, This could complicate thesystem. A
bsetter way will be to merge the 12 and 18 percent slabs at an appropriste rate, The

n at least three area

k il {thatoneof the

uhlectlwod’mt 1shou st losing rev-

enue. P h fTectec thon. Gross

GETcollection, including the cess, in 202324, for example, was about 6.7 per cent of
inst 6.3 percent col subsumed inGST

in 2006-17, Met collection excluding the cess was musch )uwrrin 2023-24.

Th thatthe GET Cour

Under normal circy the collection of don cess should have

ceased after the completion of five years of GST. However, it was extended until

March 2026 b y the debt ir due to the shortfall

incompel i duri peested that the

repayment woubd be over by December or January, If relevant provisions are net
changed, cess collection will have to be stopped after the repayment Is completed,
Some have suggested that the cess be suly d inthe GST rate.

In this regard, it mus‘t'hn bered that the initial objective was bo impose
lhr_'muulorrnllmlt [ five years toser e, It ded
inexceptl s, Further, contrarytothe objective of simplifying the
GAT structure, subsuming the cess in GST rates could end up increasing the
number of slabs and complicat further. So, it thatall
such issues are taken care of in time. Different groups of ministers have worked on
bul_'h !atuand L‘E'GSI‘WLIL"I Third, the GST Council should also address the com-
time to time by businesses, One of the reasons
for GST% underperformance is said to be cnmplianoe mmpllcal fons, The GET
Council would be well advised i immplify
the Trncli ds bl dsimple GST.

Targeted intervention
Focusing on low-productivity districts will boost growth

The Prime Minister Dhan-Thaanya Krishi Yojana (PM-DDEY), recently approved
by the Union Cabinet, marks ashift in India’s agricultural policy — from blanket
subsidies totargeted, district-level intervention. By focusing on at least one dis-
trict per state with low productivity, low cropping Intensity, and low credit dis-

bursement, this scheme gims to target areas that have been left behind, It placu

strong emph: agricultural p vy through crop diversifi
cation, sustai s, iy post-harvest infrastructure and irrd gation
facilities, and better fi Backed by perfi based monitoring
through 17 indicators, the nals a clear intent for ic reform,

Historically, India has experimented successfully with similar models. The
Intensive Agriculture District Programme (TADT), launched in 1060, and later
expanded as the Intensive Agriculture Area Programme (IAAP), brought subject-
matter experts together at district level to drive coordinated intervention, lt WaS
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OPINION 9

World needs willing allics

We need countries to cooperate to counter the adverse

impact of current US government actions

Elghty years ago, an international organisation, the
United Nations, was set up and lis agreed charter
defined the legallty of relations batween States and
established diplomatle practices thar favoured
regiralint and mumnal respect, This ghobal standard of
behaviour by countries was also reflected in the

ILLLIETIATIEIN: BINAY SiNiA

largely !,gr Inthelr o Mr

Trun Many are even toleratl

tally, there ks now a new 2025, Jublles Debe Initiative,

An effective Coalivion of the Willing that can make
Vinternational

glohal economy cannot be formed on a general-pur-

pose basls to counter the aggressive bullying by the

LIS It n unlikely mmme U B8 & response Lo trade

Inly. quite impossible i

s.ome !uch coalitlonto vedune the rlnlx.mf‘war It mun(

[’

d on maore specif

i

1U.\pnlk:y

My first suggestlon relates o two ngrl.cuimrnl

I hawe had

Impm:(and are now belng denled substantial n.mdn
they recelved from the US, One I8 the Mexico-based
International Malze and Wheat Improvement Centre,
and the other is the Philippines-based Internatlonal
Rice Research Instiute, The removal of US financial
support 1s & majoer problem and could endanger the
quality of thelr very wseful global impact. They have
Ibeen a major sourceof support for agriculiure inIndla
and many n(hermulimen ACoalitbon of the Willing
tecounies declslon of the US could be set

breaches afd!p{om&(lc couresy that hava hecnme
commonplace, partleularly n My Trump's state-
menu lF a tough nelghbour a'nunes you with

up by India and other beneficiary countries, which
eould take on the responsibility of compenaating for
'[helmnndmmhagfmm the US — a boss that may not

charters of! L insticutions, To
 certaln extent, this held tree even during the first
i'nur and a half decag!es of Its mnbence that were
o 5 and
(heussk Umrtllemthreed.ecades.mlwemﬂﬂn
heglobal Impact
nt’{,hina.mmcu!arlymlnd.e. The Incidenceof Inter-
Stave wars has also declined tosome extent,

Inrecent years, thisworld of balanced
relations besween nathons and restralni n
officlal wars has been diluted — and
lately, even disappeared. Substantial
Interstate wars have surfaced In the =
Russla-Ukralne war, Inthe genockdal war ¢
waged by lsrael In Gaza, and the attacks
on lran, Another older example ks the
artack on g n 2003, led by the LS, and
supported by the Unired Kingdom, Aus-
tralia and Poland, which, unlike the 1961
attack, was not authorised by the UN, OF
course, over the past decades, wars with-
out UN authorsation have taken place and justified
onthe ds of self-defence, which
under the UN Conventlon,

A major area of success that was important for
speadingupdeveloprent inthe post-World War 1 era
was the trade agreement among natlons. This ghobal

on trade |8 belng by demolished

by the Us uncler Donald Trump, But what §s worse ks
the departure from restraing and respect for natlonal
Independence, which Is so evident in Mr Trump's
statements about America’s capacity o kill the head
ofSate in lran, and his aggresaive remarks tothe head
of Seate in Brazll abour thelr treatment of the former
Brazilian President, I'a]rlieﬂsmmln{&cl Mrlrump
sabout

other heads of State,
Thesedepartures from established nles arebealng

Realism on

Rare earths have made rare headlines ever since
Ching effectively wielded lts rare earth exports (par-
teularly permanent magnets made with rare eartha)
a8 & weapon In its trade war with the Unlted Siates.
Chi ol abour 70 percant of the global supply

writhin this very framework that high-yielding wheat vari

of rare aprths and almoat 90 per cent of rare earth

)

NITIN DESAI

dswhiletol- ifset by
Ingthe abuse, your beh amoums, ineffect,
o complicity, That 18 precisely what we are doing In

coplng with Mr Trump's aggression.

‘What can be done to counter astrongand aggres-
aive country that, In effect, bullles other countrles
individually? Conslder the example of a bully In a
achool. In my school, there was one who, during the
break, would stand In a spat and summon any lone
student walking past to give him a
couple of whacks on the head, Bui if a
group of connected studants walked
jpast together, the bully did not dare to
summon evenone of them. Inthe same
way, what we need today are groups of
atates that can act collectively to counter
or newtralise adverse US actlons,

At the inter-country relatlonship

other majordonos who are also reducing
thedr ald proviskons,

“The sacond, perhaps more difficult, sugzestion ls

by acoalition of e forthe

recent hack felngg by the US on Lis carbon red

promises, The LS uncer Preskdent Trump withdrew
from the Parls Agreement, and his “blg. beautiful
budget” has reversed acthons undertaken by the pre-
vious administration o promote carbon emission
reduction, This will reduce the emisslen cuts prom-
|sed by thee LIS for 2050 from 40 per cent to Just 3 per
cent, resuling in an Increase of abowt 2 billlon anes
of 00, In 2030 relative to what was promised.
Formal action on correcting this at the Interna-
thomal leved possible. Hence, |orcoun-
tries commitied to acton on climate change can
Form a Coalition of the Willing that takes on some
commitment @ for the LS planned fall-

level, we cannot count on actlons sanc-

tloned by the UM or other Intemarional

mgmnulon: like the World Trade

izatlon orthel jonal Mon-

etary Fund, me answer lles In what are labelled as

"Coalitlons of the Willing®, These are initlatives of a

group of countrles that support an [nternational

Imdeitlve thar doss not get formal UN support, gen-

erally because of the oppositlon of one or more
powerful countries,

'[11ere aremnpechicexampleﬂ f’rnm the ‘94.5—

1 mmnu.lrnur[
mesemlnwnswre mmdhy(auadamdnaly
respectively, and Incl

wre to dellver what it had promised for 2000, Cover-
In,g [ he i\lll gapof2 hallbm\ tomnes of OO, will not be
bt Lom by a group

of countrles would keep alive the idea of Inter-
cnunlry cooperation for global ends, India has the
oal of carby d by 2030

ami cnn Joln other countrles that alse hn\le such
potentlal in & Coalltlon for Global Cooperation an

Climate Change Rlsks,

Theemergence of a few Coalltions of the Willing

o pursue some of the agreed global ends will bea

partial answer that keeps alive the prospects envis-
aged Bo ) years ago. It cannot eliminate the bullying

ful State, but ftcanc

afsome of its antl-glob '|nl“M predul!y It may also
Imil li h

with the alm, Iendlngmmbcnmeslha( had a slgnifi- Is federal
cant posithve Img However,  go nbwuldhe&uwe.
Indlia weas not part of these coal tlons, & glm!larmo\ce
that did not get or require formal LN "The author al
the 2000 Jubilee Debt Inftlathve on debt ﬁorglwuens. and social af’fmmatme Llnlled NMIM
lnunched by an NGO and pushed by the UK. Inclden-  desalndinicloud com
19008, Chingdeclared o and stra- oes 1o Indla faltered on the rock of our regu-
wglcm!nemls E xpor(quo(aswm hatde,uced and  latory obstacles,)
"The Mineral Securii up

China's [ factid | .dmnl LnJunequzhyudeuelnpedmum!legwhm.uerﬂll!
oplng a complete supply chaln — from miningand — cal minesal supply “hing India
crushingthousandsof frock, to beneficlation  jolned i wear later, The MsPdoe have s

and processingof oxddes through chemdcal cracl
and solvent extractlon for separation of individual

rih el " Fihe mine-t

own fundingbutencourages private caplial and state-
backed funds to invess in crivical mineral projects,

1966, pavingthe way forthe Green Revolution, Thisd wak district-led, magness, and s doaninance n thissectorwillnot s

Integrated planning is not new but r 8 eworth hometals
However, identifying the 100 “Dhan-Dhaanya™ districts and designing 17 per- and hit oural sblle Il

formance indicators are only th ing point, Given India® limatic and pamicularly electricvehicles (EVE), hard, Theyarealso

sociveconomic diversity, success will depend on decentralised problem-solving
and participatory governance, The formation of the “THstrict Dthan Dhaanya
Samitl” is a welcome move in this direction. It must ensure the inclusion of
diverse local actors, such as panchayats, farmer-producer organisations (FPOs),
women's self-help groups (SHGs), agri-entrepreneurs, cooperatives, private
players, and, above all, farmers, becawse their participation is indispenseble for
identifying ground-level bottlenecks, prioritising needs, and ensuring sccount-
ability, Thatsaid. the scheme's design brings its own risks, It relies onthe conver-
genee of 36 existing schemes across 11 departments, an effort that, while
conceptually sound, is in danger of getting mired in bureaucratic plexi

wsed in medical devi
sembconductors, missiles and alreraft. We should,
therefore, be prepared for more dis-
ruptions, if the slx-month truce between
China and the US is not extended,

India now plans 1o incentivise large-
scale magnet production and [s huniing
for rare earth suppliers werldwide,
Resources in Afrlcan, Latin American, and
Southeast Aslan countres have been
identified, However, from locating pee-

Additionally, the monthly tracking of 117 indicators across 100 districts, tlmu,l,h
data-driven in spirit, could become an sdministrative burden. Over-monitoring
may shift focus towards box-ticking rather than tangible outcomes.

Jowic yindng, processing, and
producing metals, the peocess ks so com-

plex that mevel'y !dennf\fmg genl.oglcn! FANIAN MATHM

metal cost Ly in energy inpm!. labour, and chemieal
reagents, where China'’s capacities — and laxenviron-
mental controls — gave It a cost advantage, There-

Imclaedi I Ies pricrites, China ook
noteofthe MSP as a Westerm tool forall- -out competi-
tlen", but remalned sanguine that s dominance in
mreear(hswmldheumfﬁeﬂed aq!madnd\rmtngea

after, Ching adapted hnol haequ!pumn.u. mining, mid

developed In the US and Japan for pee-  Ing, electrolysls technol

manent magnets. and bullt industrl Adecade of ik that the Chinese
Ik e early 20008, fid was not entlrely misplaced, 1t retalns

China became the worlds  largest
exporter of rare earths and rare earth
products. at costs low enough o make

dominance in world markets, because progressing
from mine w magnet Is a technologleally complex
and, a[prem Iuyllymllmlngmlh [ hlnnndvm

ments from Chl

resources abroad, In
Myanmar It traded directly with the

Besides, another vital dimension s the integration of climate resilience and China'sd sithon I Kachin Indi d Army o lmport
atural- intodistrict-level planning. Many mm,_ngm[ﬁﬂd tlon has been decades Ln the making, hnaed on an I e ik e
districts may overlap with ic rainfall, soil siralagy, hlum and dygpma!um whilch are vital for defence

and groundwater stress. A 2009 NITI Aayog report suggested s water-focused ment,aswell as unlocking lts geologleal nud smart wes

appreach in framing state-level ag al policies and i ives. The PM- the late n;Buq Chinese p\la:‘mem Ldmlli\refr;(lsmrtnegéc China deu\omtmbed.aq earlyaumu (Ih.a( Itfan;g
DDKY must therefore E'_“‘Pﬂd_d'mm"'mnn agriculture, such a8 drought-resis- emlm[bm.])eug Mlaopingls credived with having sald f’rnmmre anr(helq)mtefcrsnmemnmhgwer amari-
tant crop varleties, precision irrgation, and agroforestry, within district plans, as early &8 1002, “The Middle East has ol), China has |,...|,".|U

Strengthening local weather forecasting and promoting decentralised water
budgeting can help futureproof these districts, Without climate fon asa
core metric, short-term productivity gains falter in the face of long-term envi-

I distress. T 1ese risks, capacity- m-ldlm,munbapdnnnsod
Targeting districts will not ity insome
ofthe beclrwnld areas, but will help push overall growth,

rare earths”. Oxford Energy Studles, in an October
2023 paper on how China achleved its dominance of
global markets (China's Rare BEarth Dominance and

fbu'hmy:m earths) in the same year al

other countries curtall production, or  tages nthe 3 and

close down and source thelr require- bl I |Inrnpm
Beompetitons, 1tk lghy I tech

Ching also acquired raw material nnlqglcal know-how, an.dlawen reqmnlng{meﬂgn

nelghbouring And it “ma imental

cnml}mdelwappmvalanfpvdecnelmhereI me
LIS, the Pentagon h rol of
pmducer mhas.lendnmea(lcm.agne(produmnu_
Indlia has b
- mnqtly light mre ear()u from monaziie and
b "wthied-lar-
et known regewes.im!lanpmd.uc[m!s leas than 2
per cent of Chinas output, Policy and regulatory
obstacles block the exploration and development of
further Public hostlity towards mining

affected other Industrial rrade partners, Japan, the
European Unlon and the US then responded with

dentified the major f arly
dustry, stare I along the
supply chaln, export controls, low labour costs, and
decades of low environmental standards. In the

Palicy

other devices that are often
cleared for patbents by regu-

and processing has alse not helped, Unill there s a
ch.ange In Industry prac(l.ce and government and

el fy supply sources, but these have ¥ critical
hiad Hmited lmpact, except for mod Indapan’s  © s will remnain & celtical chall India.
Chilna, (J; 1 ted In |

mines and a processing facility In Malaysia,

Unhealthy truths about J&J

PROSENIIT DATTA

In 108, Johnson & Johnson (18)) —
lenown for everything from band alds o
baksy powder — took over DePuy fora
whopping $3.5 billlon dollars, DePuy Ine,
a'Warsaw-based company, was one of
the largest and st regpecuhle names

In hip and k 1d. 1t

aales In 2000, A revolutdonary hip
Implant, Defuy had Introduced and

cal regulatory framework requires a
m.apnr overhaul toensure that Indlan

gD y
roaring success and DePuy was the jewel

In J&e)'s crowr, Th

start unravelllng soon, though.
Kaunaln Sherlff, natonal health

editorat The Indian Express, tracks the

story of this unravelling — and more

Impnrmn[lyabnm hawlheghhnlglnn[

defec in

ywould

lators In Western countries
on the basks of a certain
amount of data presented 1o
them — and marketed

treated by multinational apgressively by the com-
glants in the spme way as patlents in pany only for serbous peob-
i el (! lerms with the product
Mrmnfﬂsmadqnqmryteﬂler The becomingclear much later
he aftert ds of patlents
global bay an.dmadaaplue have already started using

and thenback to Indla, ltexamines in
Mtul the launch of a product with much
by DePuy towrestle the simero

Inclla lomg after it had realisad the
Imiplanes were causing majer problems
Inosher markets around the world. And
the book also examines how it fought to
ensure that it had mgl\rethelemt
armsount of o Indlan

wne positon in the hip replacement
market from the market leacler, the
aggression of s marketing staff and the
cramails persovae — from the leader of
hip replacermsents ln the UK tothe Indlan

was the sacond-largest player in these
areas [n the US market and had a pres-
ence In 23 countries, Inchuding India. it
was agreat buy — within just overa
decade, It became the brightess star in
Jarafold and hicgs.4 billlon in annual

patlents, d tothose in ot

honest Indian buresucrat
eruclal role in |

them. Mr Sherlifalsoshines  Thejoh

nson & johnson
Files: The Indian Secrets

tonthey win — fthey
manage wowin— lsoften far
lesss than what they should
Ideally get

M.r Hher\f’f’ ‘s book 15 a Fast
read, though bt s ooca-
slonally repetitive. The book

Whomoudnaverne T decewlam T s
parlent's best Interests in R‘;Nf':"‘:" T who were unlucky to have
mind but are sometimes J"w'm:u{"‘ Dbeen recommended {and
swayed by thelr close Mopages 7509 agreed to) a defective prod-
assoclatlen with the com- uct, Thelr stories are heart-
pany selling the flawed oo breaking. And they are not

products,

countries, Inthe process, MrSher(if
examines not only the behaviour of
Ji) {or DePuy) senlor management
bt also the problems In India's health-
care system, and why the Indian med]-

d;eunelogaherthal Ml wasselling a

book 8 about DePuy's then
new hip repluemen[ product, it also

applies her cases, Multina-

product that prob-
lems for patlents.
Most importanily, MrSherdif also

Iooks atthe problem of implants and

(Inuah wi(h mullHaIlIbon ddlarh\udgr_t

SLFERONS In many nmn[rles Forpatlans

Just Indlan clrizens — one example s a
woman who flew from the US vo India
because of the lower costs here and the
country's growing reputation as a med|-
eal tourlsm destinatlon, She had done
her research, and nothing she found at
the tme indicated that J&.0's product

wihio are affectad by a faulty could be the culprit, However, she

pmd.uct andwmsellven will began suffering from pain shornly afer
1EVET b itisan h yand gr

unequal battle gven thelr worse during her flight back home.

limlved resources, More Bt there ave also a few heroes, From

Importantly. the compensa- adistinguished orthopaedic consultant

called Antonl Nargol inthe UK to
Mahesh Zagade, an IAS officer, whose
diligent investigation helped bulld the
Indian case, Dr Nargol, who can trace
part of his ancestry to India. was agares-
alvely wooed by DePuy w tryout s
devices — and alsa oneal the first to
rialise it was creating problems for hils
patlents, Hewould bea key person
whose work ensured the recall of the
device, Mr Zagade. an honest bureau-
crat, would put wgether key evidence of
} before he was frrrad

The book 18 & good but alsoscary read
nhamthe wldsd.eep -pocketed health-
lomals and the brod

latory system, especially in India.

The reviewer Is former editor of Business
Today and Hustnesswarld, and founder
of Prosale View, an editorial consuliancy
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Sin taxes and GST

Tobacco, harmful foods can be taxed more

—
Pritam Dutts

Diseases (NCDs) nocount for
63-67 percent of all deaths.
Four major NCDs —
cardlovascular diseases, cancers,
vesplratory conditions, and
chiabetes —uwnqumpur
cent of premature NCD deaths,
Rislng consurmption of sugar
sweetened beverages (S58s),
Ulera Processed Foods (UPFs),
alealol, and tobaces — alongside
Inwctivity, obesity, poor diets, and
ol butbon — are key drivers of
ndia's NCD surge, Mmuwnuwl

I 0 Indin, noa-communicable

( Crisps
|

HEALTH HAZARD:, Taxing times

4

n-vlucdnm:uully duetostructurl

and polley

thistrend.

think -bl -5

The illusion of fiscal discipline

Capital flows depend on economic and geopolitical power,

placing midd|e, low income countries at a huge disadvantage

MACROSCAN,

CF CHANDRASHEKHAR, JAYAT) GHOSH

hecontrolof fiscal deficics—
prImu:lI)' by restradning or

nw‘;wu-:nrhuﬂ‘lwsmemdnwlw.
Ifnet debt ls measured, as n Figure 2,

which takes intoaccount the

povernment’s financlal labilities net of

Ius financial asets, the disparities reduce

samewhat butthe pleture remalns
hrmdly ulm:lur uuh Iwmwumnrruu

Tment

mcpendllun.— Taas b«nan

Iyhigher
mlm nuwﬂnmdnuhl.t thoseof

article of falth fo
policy make U

A vl 2020, and onl -lluh[l)‘llu

The Wmlngnm(.mnmuaﬂmnmdc
thisone of the central enets of

dlﬂinn“ thereafier, Theonlynocable
difference that looking st net
Is that lower income countries have o
higher ratle than middle income
countries inrecent years, because thelr

billth Increased fagter than
assers, for obvbous reasons,

w0 dehe need for macroeconomie policy may now be much
o luuunurml.nlmnmwlnx consensus in the GST Councll, more diseredived within polley clrclesin
miking changes slow and richoountries, mlm-wnrldulw'lrlu
The WHO has long advocated politically sensitive, alive and well, indeed still acti
higher mqpnnwhnm:nndmw shaccn prod I d, armon, SACFORE
for v non-GET levies: Central mld.d.lundm:dlnml;mnwwunmw
aloohol and sugary drnks, with Exclse Duty (CED) and Natlonal There are good this: middle
potentlal taxes on UPFsunder Calamiry Contingent Duty and low Income countries ave much more
(NCC [g-m‘ CEDwas Inthrall o International finance, which

FEview.
‘The Finance Minister hag

lnlllultysulmunudumhr:-ﬁl It

hinged at GST rate rationalisation
and slab restructurng — offering
atimely opportunicy toalign tasxes
on tobaeco, S8, and LPFs with
WHO gubdelines,

While pobacen has long been
need to reduce consumption,
5588 and UPFs remain
mnder-taxed, S8Hs are taxed at 24
I:.-rwu:hulhul o dedicated

eulth cess, and UPFsare often
navoed atlower rates,

Aleahol txation varies widely
leading to price
, with sorme States lke
Ciujarar, Bihar, and Nagaland
enforeing full bans, There remalns
conalderable scope tolncrease
robaces txes, close loopholes,
and expand the tax base, There Is
anurgent need fora
comprehensive health tax
framewaork for wobaceo, S5, and
UPFs,

The 139th report of the
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Commibttee an Health highlighed
thattobacco products kn India
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growing affordabilicy posesa
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200920t restore fiscal control,
NCCD, Ivtroduced kn 2001 for
disaster relief, remalns Inplace.

The GST Councll ls currently
awniting final reports from mwo
beey Groups of Ministers (Gols):
one on GST rate rationalisation
and addressing lnve rted duty
atructures — and another masked
with recommending a post- 2024
cess framewoek aa the current

theyare repeatedly old will punish them
forany transgressions thar couse flscal
eficivs o rise, Inecanombes that are
Integrated intoglobal capiral markets
(row st countries intheworld), the
fear of caplral flight couses governments
across the lower-income world to behmve
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Keynesian macroeconomics would
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countries than for low income countries.
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The S6th GST Councll meeting I8
expected o conglder 440 per cent
GAT slabon sln goods, However,

Falsing the rate from 28 per centto
M per cent alone may not nurﬂu.

down thelr publie debst i GDP levels
(usually throughexpenditure cuts or
regressive txation and incrensed user
charges on publicservices), The IMI
dnwt l‘l!la forall countries thatare

especially with the Comy
Cens ending n 2026,

Acomprehensive approach s
needed — revising Centrl Excise
Dury (CED) and National
Calamiry Contingent Duty
(NCCD), and Introducing a
dledicnted Health Taxon harmful
products like SSB, UPFsand
tobadco,

o sustain the lmypact of sin
aes, the Council may createa
standalone, adjustable GST slah
for these sin products, making
them less affardabl time, An

of 75 per cent — around SH per
cent for cigaretres and just 22 per
went for bidis—revealinga
significant gapin effective tobacco
naxation.
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addidonal Health Tax, alongslde
CEDand NCCD, can increase the
overall x burden withinthe GST
framework, generate fiscal space,
and fund public health Inltiatives
Hke antl-tobaccoefforts,
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Ey contrast, low income countries have
chearly striven to contaln thelr primary
deficits asmuch os
theeconomicconditons — and
notwithstanding thelrobvious need for

1hmwu.m:u;lwumnw haviea shortage
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How justified ks this position? Ome way
1o assess this s roexamine the actual

miuch greater spending glven the greater

poverty afthelr people and thelr more
urgent social and developmental goals.
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Indicated inthe figures below,

Figure 1 shows the level of gross public
debe o GDPF,while Figure 2 describes the
net rathos (government financkal
Tabillbrles malniis assets) to GO The
meost seriking feature that emerges is that
1hmm'rnmmld‘.b( m-{-lli'rnllm e

farthe high
countrics, andmu also grown more
rapldy over the perlod sinee 2008,

Two perlods in partieularshow
significant hikes in the ratiofor the rch
countries:the period afterthe Global
Financlal Crisks of 2008 {essentially
2009-12) which wasassociated with
expanded public spending along with

shareof GO G .mw'n'.'f\':; |n§!||ﬂ!
Incorme countriesvery evidentlyspend

more kn response ts xlull.lwnmnnnl

erigesand the Covid- 19 pandemic.

lie Encome countries do so to lesser
extent,and low Income countries barely

acjust o these shocks atall interms of
toskal spending.
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s vatio went from 78 percentin
2008 toa peakof 122 per cent i 2021, and
I projected tobe 110 per cent in 2025,
Hy contrast, middle incomecountries
showed much lower levels of gross
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° CROSSWO EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
@, Rigseulous (6) 01, T certain extent, In & 01, Very silly of bard maybe to take us back n (6) 01, Somehow or other it is fobawing a made (5,1,7)
. Support gven to somesne (4.2} way (5,1,7) 04, Suppart for the P (4,2) 012, Fleshis thais concerned enly with number
9. Canversing (7) 012, Prenccupied with own 9, In conversation, link may be made with tag (7) ane (T
10, e map (5} alfsies (7) 10, The mmain sort of map (5) 003, There's a bird making part of the fence (4)

11, Precipitation {4)
12 Ward off, sell-support ()

03, Transpart methed (4)
05, Mishap (8)

06, Deter ty,

aclroitness (5)

07, Breakfast (Fr) (5,8)
0, Be In harmeny with (5)
14, Drtgs (B)

17. Coming away fram (7)
18, Model warld (5)

20 Sound of plucked
string (5)

23, Impleh enjoyment {4)

11, Sound rule to come down from the clouds (4)
12. Make shift for oneself loudly and finish it (4)

05, It wasn't meant te happen, but I'd got i a
clreumfles (B

D, Trick of daing a petty contrban ce (5}

07, Breaklast ciet Peter and June set out (583

13, Parts for making up (3)
15, Part of foot (4)

16 Make small cuts (4}

19, Begin ta form (frult) (3)
21, Evils, mésfortunes (4)
22 For nothing (4)

24 Cross (5)

26, Gold in the mags (7)

26. Deny, nullify (6)

27, Church attendant (&)

13. An outht for Christopher sheetly wil appear (1)

15, A cad Is the last thing ore will ind In the baat (4)
16, Far a tallor It's o certainty (4) OB, Say are will rage about the enviranment

Initially (5)

14, The depesit of ten cents & to be sent round (8)
17, Leaving each other a line cn the scalp (7)

18, Ther world of the Theatre (5)

20, Nasal tone produced by insect getting up reund
window-top (5}

23, Part song, all mirth and gaiety (4)

19, Gt salid arrangement far the halr (3)

21, Misfortunes of the Linnasan Society began vwith the talian (4)
22. Professional charge ts about right W It's gratis (4)

24, Croas that |s put around a deserter (5)

25, Precious metal i the mass found as Taurus tees one on (7}
26 Imply non-existence of age ten can tum o (6)

27, Peweapener st the side of the road on the right (6)
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ACROSS 1. Paitimes 7. Bread B Noadles, 9, Unusaal 100 Heal 12, Deduced 14 Tayshap 17, Apde 18, Fireran 21, Departs 22, Bland 23, Startled
DOWN 1. Pancha 2. Stowaway 3, 18 4, Ensued 5 Beau 6 Addled 7, Blunder 11, Exhumed 13, Corparal 14. Tolee 15, Pundit 16 Teased 19, Reap 20. Spar
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Paying aprice
Inflation basket needs cavefil revision

ndia’s CPI (Consumer Price Index) inflation
I has fallen from a high of 6.2 per cent in October

2024 to 2.1 per cent by June 2025; vet, the initial
cheer over this decline is giving way to scepticism.
There seems to be a growing disconnect between the
official inflation prints which peg retail inflation at
2-3 per cent in recent months, and the price rise being
experienced by households.

‘ This cannot be dismissed asa case of

JU perception winning over statistics. There
-a & are genuine problems with the
measurement of retail inflation. The volatile
food component of CPLis the key
contributor both to the recent decline in
inflation prints and the earlier spike. Food
items have on the whole been accorded too
high a weight in the CPL, owing to the index
composition being pegged to the 2011-12
base year. Currently, the CPlassignsa 45.8
per cent weight o food and beverages, with
these items taking upa 54.1 per cent weight
inthe rural leg of the index and 36.3 per cent
in the urban one. However, the latest
Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey (HCES) conducted in 2023-24
showed that the share of food and beverages
in rural household budgets had declined 1o
47 per cent, while that for urban households
had inched up to 39.6 per cent from 2011-12
levels.

Since items like vegetables are a big swing
facror in inflation, even a small tweak to
weights can have a big impact on the index.
Ashousehold incomes rise, laws of
economics tell us that they spend less on
sheer essentials and basic food (less cereals
and more fruit, vegetables and protein
sources) and more on services. The current
CPldoes not reflect this realivy with just a 19
per cent ruraland 21 per cent urban weight,
respectively, for services such as health,
education, transport and entertainment.
The latest HCES estimates that services eats
into over 34 per cent of the urban household
budget and 24 per cent of the rural one. The
escalating cost of housing in cities does not
seetn to be adequately captured even in the
HCES, with rent getting just a 6.5 per cent
weight in the urban spending basket. With
inflation in these services being sticky in the
4-5 per cent range, a lower weight for
services in the CPLactually downplays
inflation. These anomalies argue for careful
revision of the CPIbasket; the Centre is
already on the job with the base year set to
be 2024. There is also a case for the National
Sraristics Office to broaden its sample size
for the CPL Currently, price dara for the CPI
iscollected from 1,114 urban markets and
1,181 villages; casting the net wider may lead
o a closer approximation of the actual price
rise felt by the aam aadmi.

Allowing the CPLto continue inits
current form gives rise to several policy
risks. It could lead ro the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) altering rates by too
much too soon. A continued disconnect
between official inflation prints and felt
experience can prompt household inflation
expectations to turn sticky. Italsoimpacts
incomes, as inflation adjustments 1o wages
are usually pegged to CPLinflation raves.
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"We can earn a million bucks with this
software we made; Or, we can call it Al-made

Whyboom

and bust in
microfinance

WRONG TRACK. It has been overrun by investor-driven growth

ambitions, creating problems for borrowers and lenders

PVS SURYAKUMAR

ndian micrefinance is no longer
“micro”, It reaches nearly 15
crore families, with an
ourstanding eredit of €4.53 lakh
croreand abour 3 per cent of
rotal bank credit. Microfinance is the
capillary network of the financial
tem, reaching where banks cannot. It
a:ysavimlmle in India’s social and

NEFC-MFIs/MBFCs, as banks and 5FBs
operate largely through these as BCs.
The rate of interest to JLGs is hiy
than 8HGs, because the borr
of NBFCs s high.

ng costs

CRIBES AND COMPLACENCY
The commercial microfinance sector has
repeatedly gone through cycles of
expansion, excess, crisis, and reactive
regularion. This viclous cycle must be
broken. Present concerns include: gross
NPAs rlsin%w 16 per cent in FY25 (B8
per cent in FY24); gross NPAs £61,000
crore in FY25 (£38,000 crore in FY24);

i Naves b F

ordi

economic fabric. But its future hinges on
institutions and their investors togrow
it responsibly and sustainably. By wayof
abrief background, the journey began in
1992, aiming to provide ‘formal credi

Tamil Nadu and Karnatakas client base
contracting to 4.2 crore in F¥25 (4.6
crore in FY24); and outstanding loans
shrinklnﬁm ¥3.751akh crore in FY25
{%4.34 lakh inFY24)

access’ tothe unbanked, with a modest
goal of linking 500 self-help groups
{BHGs) tobanks by 1995. Today, SHGs
and joint liabilicy groups (Jl.G:g
rogether serve 15 crore women
members { 10LE+4.2), with a combined
credi outstanding of ¥6.53 lakh crore
(T2.78+%3.75) — per estimates of MFIN
and &a-Dhan. The SHG model, primarily
used in NELM {National Rural
Livelihood Mission) and NULM
(Mational Urban Livelihoods Mission)
nﬁnm’m&g. has social objectives.
Eﬂ: lic sector banks Iarge]yjfmalwe these
loans ar about 4 per cent pet?nmm:.

Today, perhaps onaccount of the
et e
sector. Average loan size and
outstanding per borrower have risen
faster than borrower base, displaying
signs of over-leveraging and multiple
Ie?dlng. Some Iendzrsgreissujng arge
loans to clear old debt and give top-ups,
resulting in large consolidazed
ures. Borrowers can't easi
;u:-wrgremmh]nangm.wldcmgahn
resulting in defaults. It was easy earlier
with smaller loans.
Are lenders assessing loan absorption
capacities of clients and geographies or

fictorlngini
on-time repayment rebates.

JLGs, commercial microfinance’s
backbone, evolved later. Microfinance
loans are collateral-free, targeted ac
householdswith annual incomes up to
¥ lakh. The lender mixis: NBFC-MFls
{39 per cent), banks (33 per cent)), small
finance banks (16 per cent), NBFCs (11
per cent), and ochers (1 per cent). On
the ground, deliveryis mostly by

simply dep n peer group's

Digital money transfers
have weakened the
necessity of group
meetings of JLGs, which
instilled peer pressure for

repayments

assessment csim.'bdll(leg rolend? Thisis

an intriguing situation, coinciding with
the fact that the top 25 NEFC-MFls
control 89 per cent of the market.
In dri

RECOVERY ISSUES

Loan size, rigour of process and cost

matrers with respect 1o recovery.

Microfinance doesn't necessari
id | capical, and

models | i
managements for fast growth,
v‘alu:.ﬁeun!, and profits. Citing low
microfinance penetration {17.9 per cent

Er’edi:n-flus ap‘proache: arerare on

For example, the interest rate ona

of households for

as per Sa-Dhan's estimates) to justify
growth is foolhardy. MF1s are also listing
onstock exchanges, promising good
returns to investors. Will this lead ro
ignoring sustainabilicy of the borrower?
And should enterprises working for
livelihoods of the poor be owned by
foreign)) investors who expect higher
Eﬂurrﬁ?ﬂ‘\\eﬁlL it'sa case of cond
objectives and methods.

GOVERNANCE CONCERNS

There are governance concerns on the
ground. The vehicles for microfinance,
SHGsand JLGs are different in their
architecture. Loans to the SHGs (12-14
women) are based on regular meerings,
group coherence, individual savings,
inzer-lending and bank linkage.

However, JLGs are typically four to 10
women, who are jeintly and severally
responsible for loan ent, which
was its USP. Earlier, a few members of
JLGwould receive loans. Others
received loans later based on repayment
behaviour of the initial recipients. Bur
now many lenders, including fintechs,
are chasing the same customer.

JLG was originally designed for
smaller loans. e 0T 28 Process
inzensive like SHGs (incidentally

loan of a SHG member is
*26,000). Buz now the average loan.
under JLG is around €50,000. Leans
Telow £30,000 and between
E30,000-50,000 are decreasing. Loans
above T80,000 and t1 lakh are
increasing.

loan to a vegetable vendor ar
fishmonger may not marter much: they
are small, short-term loans and are
quickly repaid. Butdoall loans of
80,000 and above actually finance
enterprises that generate internal
returns higher than the incevest rares
being charged?

Digital money transfers have

weakened the necessiry of physical
group meetings of ILGs, which instilled

penpmnmreformmemn.

Banks fund NEFC-MFIsNEFCs
because itis prioricy sector lending
(PSL),bs.wdpnr:lonz(wdlmdmtgags_
Bur this is not good enough as their

ground-level operarional strength
counts to inadverse

times. With high staffaterition how
‘mary have that strengrh?

So, if PSL benefits are withdrawn,
would the funding to NEFCs continue?
‘Thar said, complaints abourt high MFI
interest rates overlook their cost of
funds (9-18 per cent) and operaring
costs. Some banks even charge 22-24 per
cent on microlcans.

TIME FOR A RESET

Guardrails evolved over the years are
seeminglyin place. [tis also evident that
moral suasion, SRO guidance, and
regulation, as they currently stand, ave
limited influence. The onus is now on
each institwtion to walk the talk, inics
own Jong-term interest.

The writer ks former deputy managing director,
NABSRD. Views are personal

Air India crash exposes ‘legal black box’ in aviation

India needs a dedicated aviation liability law embedding bath civil and criminal accountability mechanisms

—
Poonam Verma Sengupta

he Air India Flight Al 171 crashin
Ahmedabad on June 12, 2025,
was tragic. The unforunate
event not T the nation in
idesp ?gzgfb:ﬁsn ighted the
systemic legaland institurional
Inerabilities of the country’s aviati
framework. With air travel central to
underpinning mobility and commerce,
1ndia'saum|§n|swm'ming
investigation, compensation and
accountabilicy urgently need reform for
effective enforcement. We examine the

passengers’ entitlement tojust €20 lakh,
a limit that appears increasingly ar odds
with ecomomic realities. This legal
asymmetry between domestic and
imzernarional regime is a matrer of
concern from the perspective of bath

Ie%:l;onﬁls(en.cyand constiturional
values.

The recourse under the Indian
aviation law, therefore, seems to be
: A

mmwurdinarﬂegﬂlé\anmls_i‘m
instance, post the 2010 Mangalore crash,
the courts relied on alternarive legal
routes under the Consumer Protection.
Act roaward higher compensation, such

regime around aviation safery in as in Trivend Kodkamy v Air ledia Ltd.

India, identify stra imp {2021). This limitation coupled with
opportunities and SUEESE 3 more AAIB's limited powers, leaves vietims in
nuznced, responsive legal f 2 a prolongy ‘]eg':]]imbo.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation.
Bureau {AATR), under the Accident STRUCTURAL ISSUES
Investigation Rules, 2017, conducts Resource limizations further underscore
crash i igations indep tlyfrom  th issues. In March 2025,
DGCA (Directorate General of Civil Parliamentary Committee reported thar
Aviarion). AAIB"s mandate is, however, AAIR's ¥20 crove budget for the fiscal
limited to identifying causes rather than  vear falls short of supporting the
assigning blarme,liabiliry. Though rechnical sophisticarion required for
aligned with Annex 13 of Chicage madern analysia. Sourcing of the
Comvention, this limited mandare “Golden Chassis' [identical EAFR
creates a gap berween technical findings  (Enhanced Airborne Flight Recorders
and legal i fren leaving unit] and Download Cables from NTS]

vietims families without closure.
On the compensation front,
internarional passengers can receive u|
o 128,821 SD%{H. crore) under the
Montreal Convention (via Carriage by
Alr Act, 1972) without proof of faulr,
whereas a 2014 MoCA (Ministry of Ciwil

(Mational Transportation Safety Board),
U8, as revealed in AAIBs preliminary
investigation report dated July 12, 2025,
Iu'ghligﬁn the infrastructueal
constraints for the top investigative

body.
Inaddition, India lacks a dedicated

LEGAL RECOURSE. Insuffcient under
Indian aiation law
inaviation, The generic provisions of the

Aireraft Act, 1934 offer limited scope —
inadmissiblei

AAIB findi

AAIB's report however highlights that
Alr India did not carry our the suggested
i tions as the safery bulletin was
swp:;ryand not m&l:g'm Though o
defect pertaining to the fuel control
switch has been reported by Air India
since 2023, the question that remains is:
how can sccountability be assessed in
the absence of a dedicated legal
framework in this domain?

To address these ongoing challenges,
India may consider the following
suggestive legal reforms:

Amend the Investigation Rules,
20117 to enable AAIE findings to form the
Tasis for civil or criminal proceedings
where warranted.

Harmonise compensation standards

and procedural hurdles like missing across domestic and international

tion sanction, stall flights to uphold fairness and parity.
accountability. In contrast, other Create adedicated aviarion liabiliry
jurisdictions explicity criminalise forum/tribunal to streamline dispute
negligent conduct that end: ] T d ility.
aviarion. Indianeeds a dedicared Allocate adequate funding/resources

aviarion liabiliry law embedding both
civiland eriminal accountability
mechanisms.

Turning back to the AT171 incident,
AAIR's preliminary investigation report
sugpests that the engine fuel switches

Al i

to aviation safety bodies in line with
their crirical and expanding mandate.
In conclusion, the AT171 crash is not
an isolated tragedy, bur is a crucial test
case for India’s aviation legal apparatus,
An effective regulatory regime is one

P y from ‘Run’to
“Curoff” with Engine 2 failing to recover
and sustain X ‘haveled o the
crash. The m;:f:f‘:rynm US's Federal
Aviation Administration’s (FAA's) SATB
No. NM-18-33, dated December 17,
2018, which had recommended

that supy v justice and works
proactively to prevent future mishaps,
rather than %I!:Ingthe burden on
vicrims and families to navigare complex

ases. For a country on the brink of
Emming a global aviation hub, reform
cannot be optional. It mustbe

1, legal and thoughtfully paced.
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Water, energy demand spotlights
risk of human-induced quakes

Mining, extracting groundwater, impounding water behind a dam, injecting fluids into the ground, and engineering coastal structures have been
is because loading and unloading the crust in a repeated manner can cause strain to accumulate underground

shiwn o induce seismic activity: Th

Nivedita §.

arthgquakes are usually natural -

but not ahways. Sometimes some

natural factors can combing

with human activities to lead to
earthguakes as well. Quakes induced by
Iuman activities are called
human-induced earthquakes. According
o one estimate researchers discussed in
Seismological Research Letters in 2017,
more than 700 human-induced
earthguakes have been recorded around
the world in the kst 150 years, and they
are becoming more commaon,

Human activities like mining,
extracting groundwater, impounding
water behind a dam, mjecting fluids into
the ground, constructing tall buildings,
and engineering coastal structures,
among others, have been shown to
induce seismic activity. This is because,
according to experts, loading and
unloading the crust in a repeated manner
can cause strain to accumulate between
vectonic plates, which would in turn
modulate seismic activity.

In India, seismologists have also been
studying how the amount of water above
and below the ground can affect the
geological processes.

A 2021 study in Scientific Reports noted
that shallow earthquakes recorded in the
Mational Capital Region could be linked to
excessive groundwater extraction in the
region for farming and human
consumption.

“Tt was seen that between 2003 and
2012, when the water table had depleted
significantly, there was an increase in
seismic activity. The seismic activity
reduced after 2004 when the water table
stabilised,” Bhaskar Kundu, associate
professor at NIT Rourkela and one of the
authors of the study, wld The Hindu.

Managing extraction
When groundwater is pumped out, the
mass of water maintaining the p

An earthguake af 6.3 magnitude wrought significant damage in Koynanagar in Maharashtra in 1967, Several studies that followed blamed the disaster on
water overloading In the Koyna hydroslectric dam nearly. vhRSHA DESHFANDE |00 EY.5A]

significant damage in Koynanagar, a
village in Maharashtra. More than 180
people were killed and thousands of
houses were destroved. Several studies
that followed blamed the disaster on

under the earth is removed, creating jolts
on the surface.

“The situation is not of major concern
because these earthquakes in the
Delhi NCR region are usually minor, with
the maximum going up to 4.5
magnitude,” C.P. Rajendran, geoscientist
and author of The Runehling Earth: The
Story of Indian Earthguakes, said. “It can
B0 up to 5.5, which for a densely
populated city like Delhi could have
risks.”

This is becanse Delhi lies on several
faultlines and is in the Zone 4 seismic risk
category, meaning its a quake prone

Tegion.

The risk for earthquakes induced by
groundwater extraction is spread across
the Gangetic plains, where the water table
has been dropping in leaps, Dr. Rajendran
said. This is mostly because crops sown in
the region still need large quantities of
water and very little of that thirst is
quenched by rainfall.

He added that there is a need to
manage the rate of groundwater
extraction and its recharge in a scientific
manner and while considering the rate of
seismic activity in the region.

In the past, human-induced
earthguakes have devastated lives and
property, caused foremost by large dams
that change the water load on the surface.
On December 11, 1967, for example, an
earthguake of 6.3 magnitude wrought

waber ling in the Koyma
hydroelectric dam nearby.

Similarly, research has recorded an
increase in seismic activity around the
Mullaperiyar dam in Idukki, Kerala,
which like Delhi also lies in an
earthguake-prone zone.

Energy and gquakes

“The 1.5., which has recorded
reservoir-induced earthquakes, has
implemented regulations on how quickly
a dam should be filled and emptied.
Such regulations should also be enforced
in India to prevent earthquakes,” Vineet
K. Gahalaut, Chief Scientist at the
National Geophysical Research Institute,
told The Hindu.

He also said seismic activities in a
region should be properly evaluated
before a dam is built there.

“Hupe dams in seismically active areas
like the Himalayas are not recommended
because the water load and percolation
could change the local stress regime,” Dr.
Rajendran said.

India's growing energy demand also
increases the risk of this type of disaster.

“The methods used to extract energy
to meet our needs have significant risks
on our earth, be it oil or hydropower,”
Dr. Gahalaut said.

Fracking — where liquids are injected
into the ground to push rocks apart and
allow extraction of oil and natural gas —
has also been shown to induce

The LS. has implemented regulatons
on how quickly a dam should be filled
and empted. Such regulations should
also be enforced in India

VINEET K. GAHALAUT

Civief Sclentist &t she Natlooal Geophysical Research
Inszliuse

earthquakes, Dr. Gahalaut added. India
currently has 56 fracking sites across six
States.In Palghar district in Maharashira,
which has been experiencing a sequence
of quakes since 2018, experts have said
plate deformation is occurring in an
isolated manner. Initial findings by
seismiologists indicated that the cause
could be fluid migration due to rainfall,

“Strong seismic networks using
instruments need to be established across
India in regions like these, which are
experiencing isolated plate deformation,
tov momnitor and track seismic activity
maore accurately,” Dr. Kundu said,

Impact of climate change
Scientists have said that climate change
can indirectly affect the occurrence of
earthquakes and render them more
frequent over time. The melting of
glaciers due to global warming has been
found to trigger earthquakes around
Antarctica and Greenland. Changes in
rainfall patterns due to climate change
have also been known to modulate the
water loading process on the surface.
For example, sudden heavy rainfall

could alter the stress accumulated
between tectonic plates and induce
seismic activity.

The area around the Sahyadri range of
the Western Ghats has been recording
tremaors due to heavy rainfall for this
reason.

“The height of the mountains should
have been reduced considering the rate
of rainfall. However, the mountains have
maintained their height due to seismic
activity,” Dr. Gahalaut said.

Changing rainfall patterns can also
change the soil chemistry, Dr. Rajendran
said, affecting cropping patterns and
compelling farmers to tum to
groundwater for irrigation, which can
also induce seismic activity.

Similarly, longer droughts can also
reactivate seismic faults, Such a
drought-induced earthguake was
recorded in California in 2014,

“The risk of earthquakes is not
present at all locations where there is
groundwater depletion or huge dams,
They have only been recorded in areas
that are present on fauldines or are
facing plate deformation processes,”
according to Dr. Kundu.

At present, the rate at which strain
has been accumulating along plates and
the fraction of this stress that is due o
human activities is not possible o
ascertain, he added. Experts have thus
wamed against concluding that such
activities are solely to blame for tremors
or earthquakes. Research thus far has
only shown that these activities could
postpone or accelerate tectonic
processes causing these movements.

(miveditas@thehindu.coink

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Animals with misleading names

“Tasmanian tiger* and “Tasmanian
wolf* were common names for the
» which of course was

Vasudevan Mukunih QUESTION 3

[

QUESTION 1

Cantrary to the two descriptors in nelther tiger nar wall but a
its name, the & true

1 neither, Instead, these mammals
glid& between trees and are more
clasedy related to primates than to
lemurs. Tl'ey are also known as
cobegos. Fill in the blanks.

[N

QUESTION 2

The X ¥ s neither from X nor s
related to Y. Instead, these South
American radents are called so
because they were probably
shipped from the West African
coast, and can live in small
quarters spending most of their
waking heurs eating. Name X .
[

CM
K

marsupial, The last individual of this
species died in 19356 in Tazmania, Fill
inthe blank,
[ 9
QUESTION 4

is & commman name for
Phyymosoma Llizards because of thedr
emall bains and their round bodies,
blunt snouts, and IVIIJUESl.Owly. In
fact Phrymosoma inself refers to thelr
cormmon narme, Fill in the blanks,

[ 9

QUESTION S

The P () is alsa knawn as the sea
coakie — and bath names and
others allude to the shape of this sea
uwrchin’s skeletons once tl'ey wash

ashore. In some American folktales,
the P were thought ta be cains
lost by mermaids. Name P Q.
Answers te July 15 quiz:

L. Property that causes crystals to
split light inte two beams - Ans:
Blrefringence

2 Conducter of 1801 expeniment
that revealed wave nature of light -
Ang: Thomas Young

3. Distortion whereby calours are
focused at different paints - Ans:
Chramatle aberration

4. Process that splits light inside a
triangular prism - Ans: Dispersion
5. Light praperty that allows fibse
optical cables to waork - Ans: Tatal
Internal reflecthon

Vizual: Donna Strickland b
First cantact: K.N. Viswanathan |
Tamal Biswas | Chithra T.0. | Jarmes

Stanly J. | Joe VR L&K (0L BY-54)

Wisual: This is the earth’s largest living species of fish. It's unrelated to the first half of its name
and, unlike the reputation of the second half, poses na threat to humans. Name |1 ABE KHAD

mEE
A Greenpeace activit in front of the Relchatag
building in Berbin, July 7, 2025, &P

New deep sea
mining rules
lack consensus

despite pressure
fromthe U.S.

Agence France Presse

After two weeks of negotiations, the
International Seabed Authority (1SA) is
still far from finalising rules for the
extraction of coveted metals on the high
seas despite heightened pressure
triggered by US efforts to fast-track the
controversial practice.

Following a meeting in March and the
current session in Jamaica, the 36
members of the 134’ executive council
completed on July 17 a line-by-line reading
of the proposed “mining code” and its 107
regulations for exploitation of the ocean
floor in international waters.

The minerals and metals in question,
such as cobalt, nickel, and manganese,
are used for electric vehicles and other
emenging technologies.

Eut after more than a decade of talks,
crucial sections of the proposed rules,
including mechanisms for protecting the
marine environment, are far from
WInning consensus.

"The exploitation activities cannot
begin as long as we do not have a solid,
equitable framework,” Chilean
representative Salvador Viega Telias,
whose country is one of 37 asking for a
maoratorium on deep sea mining, told the
plenary session.

President Trump ordered his
administration to fast-track

granting of permits for mining in
domestic and international

waiters, citing an obscure 1980
LS. law and sidestepping the 1S4

He also said mining could not begin
until experts could pinpoint “all the
scientific knowledge that we need to have
o identify the potential impacts and
effects on the marine environment."

The 154 session, which will continue
this week with the assembly of a0l 169
member states, comes as U.S. President
Donald Trump threw a monkey wrench
into the process in April.

Trump instructed his administration to
fast-track the granting of permits for deep
sea mining in domestic and international
waters, citing an obscure 1980 US law and
sidestepping the process undertaken by
the 15A.

The United States is not party to the
independent ISA or to the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea, under which the
154 was established in 1994,

(Canada’s The Metals Company (TMC)
quickly jumped at the opportunil
lodging the first request for a high seas
mining license, a short-circuiting of the
15A process that was slammed by
non-governmental organisations and
some member states.

Those parties appear to want to send a
message o TMC on Friday, the last day of
the council’s session.

A draft text still under discussion calls
on the 154" legal and technical
commission to investigate “possible issues
of non-compliance of contractors that
may arise out of the facilitation of or the
participation in actions intended to
APPIOPTIAE FESOUITES,.. CONMTATy to the
multilateral begal framewark.”

The draft calls on the commission to
report any instances of non-compliance
or potential violations of the Law of the
Sea and “recommend, where
appropriate, measures to be taken by the
Council”

The talks in Kingston have been tense
at times, with several delegations miffed
about the rules put in place by the council
president, including convening somse
negotiations behind closed doors.

“What the council is discussing
currently is the commaon heritage of
humankind,” Emma Watson of the Deep
Sea Conservation Coalition, an alliance of
NGOs, said, criticising what she called a
“hig shift" in procedure.
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