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Crisis on ground,
rumble in the air

India’s civil aviation regulator is fighting a
personnel shortfall, possible work overload

d d civil Is
not acceptable in any situation — Ia alonein
a scenario where air travel in its jurisdiction
is booming, The fact that 48% of the
technical posts at the directorate general of civil
aviation (DGCA) are lying vacant (some for several
years), as HT reported Sunday, should, therefore, be
cause for concern. Given some of these posts relate to
safety-critical functions — from monitoring airline
safety compliance to overseeing alrcraft safety
standards and from conducting incident
Investigation to carrying out technical oversight —
inadequate staffing could erode flier confidence in a
sector where such guarantees are paramount,
Pending recruitment to the extent needed,
regulatory efficiency comes under strain as the existing
staffare spread too thin — rlpe for fosu:ring lapses in
reporting, I g of airline
personnel. This, in turn, could affect alrlinesas
clearances and approvals get delayed. That the
shortage of personnel extends to the second rung of
leadership is particularly worrisome. All 18 of the
deputy director general (DDG) posts being vacant
signals a crisis not just for present operations but also
future leadership — top-level vacancies can't be filled
as they arise, given the stipulations on experience at
the middle level for elevation to these posts, A present
backlog thus casts a long shadow on the flight safety
and regulatory efficiency for years to come.
Thc widearray of regulalory tumlom vested wlxh
her layer of compl w0
the pmhlemofpemmml shortage. Against this
backdrop, a missing middle means critical links
between ground-level personnel and the policy/
deciston-making officers at the top are absent, aﬂecdng

feedback and imp in the way reg)
functions align with direction and vision. Add mﬂ
totheall f graftand

deflcits that several e experts have flagged overthe years,
and the problems in India’s civil aviation regulator call
for ummm:dreual India needs to take a cue from

ir traffic jurisdictions, in terms of absol
numbers as well as per flightand passenger. It isalso
DGCA Is ad ly funded.

chondnlllhh there Is also a need to explore if too
many responsibilities have been vested in a single body
with very little autonomy, and If new regulators need to
be created so that some of these responsibilities can be
hived off to them. Against the backdrop of the Air India
crash last month, India can't afford a constrained civil
aviation regulator,

Battling Pakistan’s
proxy terror groups

vhe of The R e Front (TRF)asa
Tforelgn terrorist organisation by the US will help

further tighten the noose around the Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) as India campaigns for
global support for its zero-tolerance policy towards
cross-border terrorism in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam attack. TRF twice claimed responsibility for
the reprehensible attack that claimed the lives of 26
civilians and Indian attacks on terrorist
infrastructure in territories controlled by Pakistan,
There are few takers for its subsequent denial of
involvement in the Pahalgam attack — which came
when the group’s handlers based in Pakistan likely
realised the gravity of the situation. LeT has for long
played the game of emerging in new avatars, both for
terrorism and political activities, whenever it has faced
pressure from the West. Despite the reported
incarceration of its founder, Hafiz Saced, on terror
financing charges, LeT and its proxies retain the
capability to mount attacks across the border. Itls
incomprehensible that Pakistan's foreign office issued
astatement that referred to LeT as “defunct”. LeT is
anything but defunct as it still has a wide network for
recruitment and training of fihadis and raising funds.

Pakistan’s presence in the UN Security Council as a

non-permanent member and its backing from P-5-
member China means Islamabad can stymie India's
efforts to counter terrorism at the world body. India
must work more closely with its Western partners to
target terror financing networks and infrastructure
within Pakistan since the generals in Rawalpindi
appear to have no intention of cutting ties with groups
suchas LeT. In this context, India has done the right
thing by approaching multilateral bodies such as the
Financlal Action Task Force, The counter-terrorism
grid within the country must be strengthened to
preventa repeat of Pahalgam.
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Members must uphold
the spirit of Parliament

" nmnhuddnylcumd(mmﬂnlﬁﬁ total of 50 members were suspended.
MPs should not lc[ (h" s pe This was the time when Manmohan
bitterness of street n-evm Lok Sabha wi in thenews  Singh was the PM. The numbers
X I the dieh and
politics seep into their e e g Congreads 1 Lok Sabr Wourp
conduct and cause Rahul Gandhl and Trinamaol Con-  Itls nota case of us vs them. Parlia-  Intractable issues.
gress's Mahua Moltea, All of them  ment often gets bogged down by the
dlsrupllon of House except Moltra resurned to the House  unsavoury trend of Jungle law whena  gifted aratoe, was ane o therm, He even
pmccedln gs after the Supeeme Court restored thelr Ntk alotltls  participated In orga-
A total of W6 e o] outsick The Opposi-
wery word of this col Is th the Lok Sabha and thelr duty ton was that
Iy Rafy Nehru had fafled w perfarm his duty as

Members of Parliament

lous reasons. Even the House chainy

(MPs). They
Y et hallowed halls of the Lok

llumallq«lmulmhdwnllmad

“The monsoon sesslon Is golng to be
Impartant. Some weeks ago, we had a
mlltmy confrontation with Pakistan.

doting voters, They deserve thelr ttke,
bt they should always rermember that
Parlsament is the common heritage of
the cltizens of

were sup-
pnnnl 10 protect and nurture.
This Isn't new, It is an obd malady.
In January 1965, uwuu}am t:nme

are lts custodians nn.d nurturers, and
they carry the responsibility of safe-

10 power
seats, He Instiuted the Thakkar Com-
mission to probe the assassination of

the lagter’s wishes. However, the moat
potnt i Are our parliamentarians

former (PM) Indira Gan-
dhl, who was also Rajiv's mather, TWl
date, the full report hasn't been made

ublic, leaders had collec-

B swerns the bitterness of street poll-
e has seeped Into Parliament.
levers may look at this shocking data
point. During the 17th Lok Sabha, the
total work done amounted to 1,354
hours and 1 of the 15 sesslons closed
before scheduled tme. It passed 222
balls and anly 16% of them went to the
stunding committees, During the fAest
Lok Sabha, every year, the house con-
vened for 135 days; during the I7th, the

P
tvely rbsed a voloe at the thme for mak-
Ing the report public, In retaliation, the
then Lok Sabha Speaker, Balram Jak-
Iehar, suspended 63 MP This was a first
In Indlan democracy, then Just under
four-decades okd.

Media outery and soclal cireles
hnﬂﬂrnﬂmmmmﬂhmw

the et day, ba

or war leaves
MM many suggestions, criticisms,
and learning, What did the katest one

M. They werent protesting for the sake
of merecriticism,

If that had been the case, Vajpayee
wonkdn'thave culled PM lidira Gandhd
“Dunga” during the 1971 war with Puki-
stan. The war was at a declsive stage,
and Vagpayee was firmly behind the

no mare, Dalits have lost thedr refuge,
The comimon man has lost the light In
The curtadn has come down.”

“This lsn't the tme for bitermess bue
 time to move away from it | firmly
belleve that the spirit of working
together bt completely extinguished.
Let's look at a recent example of the
budget sesslon that ended In April
. On the last day, Apeild, boih the
Houses of the Parliament showed

tench us? How ready are we for future exemplary unity and purpose. On that
dxmwl’ Cltizens want jolnt answers  government. The Lmulm party oo day, Lok Sabha's productivity stood at
from our I 196, the 165% while s was 19%. The
vlwullhmunwwlmvplyme Mwmuudmmwmw Rajyn Sabha scripted a unigue feat
INHuman  when the day's proceedings began at 11
lhoul mlluml security. The cumn luahn(.munm Inoeder todefend  am and continued il 4.02 am the next
with othes w:-« Kashmir. Vafpayee  day. Hopefully, the monsoon session,
hll duty belllsantly. which begins today, wtll witness the

All of them are matters of publlc dll While Nely d Vi
course, s am nat golng d thatthe formes  MPs s would be fwuumbiy Inclined 1o

1 am sure If our p

decide, they ly
our intractable issues.

Here, Jet me recall an incident when
(.Nmnnulﬁdhﬂlnlnm Whrnmx
forces were I\hmu inf

Neheu in his speeches. Evesyone should
rend Vajpayee's eulogy of Nehru when
lhr latter |~‘ud nw;-y‘ It iy, “llnu':l

il profes-
slonalisen in the coming session oo,
Time, like a sllent and fair but
remonseless record keeper, Is recording
thelr deeds for postertty 1o judge.

Oppo-

mdsuse brute majority had taken mll
Later, in the ch and I5th Lok Sabha, a

sltkon membens were attacking m%.?
ernment, Atal Bibarl Viajpayee, the

huas bost Humanity
{5 sad today — It has Jost s devotee.
Pesce |s restless today — ies protector I8

Shasht Shekhar s the edtor-in-chiey,
Hindustan The wews expressal
are persovail

{ GRAND STRATEGY )
Happymon Jacob

How New Delhi can manage
the Beijing challenge it faces

problem, Contemporary India's most
1m%mlnm u‘hlloﬂlhlp may be the one

I ndia faces o unique, and complex, Ching
1S, but the mi

worrying lack of serlousness in addressing
that structural challenge. It may even strike &
deal with China and agree 1o live with a G-2
throwing s allies and the bus.

one |s with China thllulnn L} lhlllly and

with India aumu tmes of crisis will dcpmd
on the prevalling clrcumstances, but China is
astrategic challenge to Indla no matter the clr-
cumstances,

1f Washington and Delhi tesm up agalnst
Belfing n the reglon, China's challenge t India
will wlh:lmlw but mlll If they don't, the
China ¢! 10 India will get sharper. albelt
slowly huﬂ‘fmuy " yuufalnnm China's
power militarily, It will respond with even
greater milisary strength; 8 you don't, it will sull
offset your power. In other words, no matter
what, Indin's China problem s here 1o stay.
That bvlna the case, India's China strategy
needs 10 be tallored to meet the long teem.

The recent thaw In Sino-ndian relations Is
encournging and useful, but it must be under-
stood that India's China challenge I8 & con-
stant In Southern Astan itkcs, m"nmlun
of this emporary respite, Conssder this, The
meeting between Prime Minister Narendra
Mot and President XI Jinping at the 16th Brics
sumanit in Kazan kst October

Secondly, the M—mm‘llu banhomie between
China and Russia must also bother us. If the
China-Rt dol

POPE LEO XIV

+*

1 once again ask for an immediate
end to the barbarity of the war and
for a peaceful resolution to the

conflict ... Lappeal to the
international community to observe

humanitarian law

HT

)

v""‘"_‘

the lack af US interest In of
power, ltwon't be long an Is lmpllnmm
Impact the South

equilibrium. ‘lht Russlan dectsion not o stand
solidly by India during the April Indo-Pak

I8 not a function of Pakissan's proxim-
Ity to Russéa, but i I3 o subset of China's grow
Ing proximity with Russia, To be sure, if Rus-
slan and Chinesie Interests in South Asla align,
India will have much to be concerned nhnul

China

sider thatas a hern for lat
Whicheyer o

After Operation Sindoor,
preparing for the future

ational Security Advisor (NSA) Ajic

cepted by Pakistan's anti-misslle batteries. The
BrahMos struck Bhokart alr base that hnum

i I les backyard, MMWu'mlnum Duan while addressing graduates at
ot the

yywlmkun.ulnmbelhn lmhnltwmwdl‘emmm

media to show a

Interest noe toal
Mlmmmmﬂnmﬂmlmm

Pakistan's alrb All
the five hangars were destrayed in the attack.
Adrcraft hangars and runways were also tar-
geted at other alr bases including Chaklala in

duced global

pﬂowmnpﬁ o(w;-n one wlnduw pane In An
Pk od fi

and Nur Kmn

cesafler It mm()pm:mn fyan il M

malntaining a stable r:hunmhlp with Bel
will pmwd,ell bl

thes. In

Dellé with a degreeof against he claims that Indlan fighter planes.

Iy, wi Pukl Iy hindthy nnuumn.-ﬂnlnk- wmnhmdnvmnnan
ous bunh lines in regional and ﬂnhl nmpull im massicre of 26 Apell 22, clear message that

The NSA's comment has 10 be read In the n wul mpomi conventionally o terror attacks,

as o significant lcebreaker, There hm nlno
been some positive developments in the

month, including visits by defence mini lwr
Ragjnath Singh and external minksser S
Jusshankar to China, discussions on reviewing
the Russia-India-China grouping and China
allowing Indian devotees to travel for the
Manasarovar pligrimage. And yet, China's
active and unprecedented leved of military
support o Pakistan during Operation smdnat

bility and unilateral tanffs from lhxmpl
America, It makes strategic sense for India to
ensure calm on its borders with China and to
malntaln uninterrupted trade relations with it
because when in doube, States must hedge, A
relatively stable relationship with China (and
the retum of the RIC) is also cruclal for India o

the China-Pakistan axis from u'llvﬂr
undercutting Moscow's closeness to Delhi,
Flaally, it 15 also In India's interest to ensure s

suggests that
gle competition remaln vely much In phm ln
M

h China
In the vartous multilateral forums both sides

fisct, the nature of S
has mmed significantly, with o more pro-
prouteoss’ oo Iy

ven If none of India's minll
b with Russia and China deliver anything use-
ful, India must rnnunucmenwe them, for

ain Indi i A I M’
as such by efther pmrlu

However, given the current geopolitical
context, It makes perfect sense for Indla to
avold woesening its refationship with China.
For one, the anly power that has been genu-
Inely sersous about bakancing China's growlng
Influence and assertiveness and has the capa-
bility 1o do o — the US — s today displaytng &

Given the current geopolitical context, it
makes perfect sense for India to avold
worsening its relationship with China,  ar

ty than
the boredom of tiresame summitry.

And yet, such a temporary rellef from an
active conflict with China should In no way be
mistaken for a stable or lasting ﬂeunk wuh
Bedjing which s a

backdrop of evidence that indicates Pukistan
fired not less than 840 missiles ot India after
nine tervor factories were targeted by the
Indlan armed forces.

‘While Indian experts are in the process of
examining the missile debris and
recovered unexploded Chinese mis-
slles fired by Pakistan, not & nmlr.-
military target — headquar-
ters, alr defence batseres, alr bases or
even an observation balloon —

and that no spot in Paksstan Is safe from Indlan

ror in Kashmir or Indian hinteddand (n the
future?

There are multiple factors that
lhwulplndl 'rﬂ have to lah- Into
acoount. papulation of
ondr Vislley will nm*nnyﬁmrdb
ruption of the LSt season as any
tervor strike |5 a blow to thelr livell-

Indin was hit by enemy missiles Shishir hood, , Lervor groups such s
between May 7 and May 10. Gupta :m‘ld,%‘km‘:m um«uepm

Also, not ane Scalp, Ihm?:w
Crystal Maze missile launched by

India at Lashlar-¢-Taiba (LeT) head-

quartens In Muridie and Jalsh-e-Mohammed

(JeM) headguarters in Bahawalpur, Pakistan,
P \ e hat.

bat:
Pakistan’s radars, alr
.

tertes. This was

avarlety of reasans. Among other things, lnul
key factors will continue to keep tenslons
active beeween China and India; One, the
umwlnﬁ‘ er differential between Belfing
and Del nd les lmpact on China's attitude
towards Indin; two, the deepentng military and
geopalitical collusion beeween China and Paki-
star; three, the risk of Nare-ups over the Dalad
Lama succession issue in the coming months
and years, and; four, China's effarts to shift the
balance of power in South Asia and the Indian
Ocean Reglon agatnst Delhl,

‘What India can realistically expect from
China bs, at worst, a lack of active conflict and,
At best, & managed rivalry, Permanent peace |s
an Wusion, unless there are fundamental
changes in China's approach to India, But the
absence of lsting peace shouldn't become an
obstack to pursuing temporary reliefs

Happymon Jacob is the founder and director of
the Council for Strategic and Defense Resewrch
and the edttor of INDIA'S WORLD magazine,
The views expressed are personal

being on red alert after Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi dgmll«l mdlieary mnlluxm

1t is impossibie for LeT and
act undlaterally. Of course, the puur
Dility of fihadists playing solo cannot be ruled
out, but that may have serious repercussions.
Third, since India has suspended the Indus
Winters Treaty and linked it o cross-boeder tes-
rortsm, Pakistan will have o think hard before
approving any covert tervor strike in India;
Water scarcity will cause luvuc In Punjab and
Sindh lilcal unrest, Fourth,

against In Paki-
mn-nltymhhdhmm ml\mlu
two days after the I

Tt Is not that the hkhuml alr Mlﬂm and
racdirs were not woeking, but & was Indin's stra-
seggle deception that fooled Rawalpind on May
7. Also, the Pakistan! armed forces had no
uw “u; the Indian BrahMos missiie lm

Pakistan knows that Indian retallation to any
future terror attack can be more deadly than
Operation Sindoor as PM Modi has given a free
hand to the Indian armed forces.

So, will Pakistan stop the Jihadists from
launching cross-border attacks on India In
{lnluls? llnﬂlﬂy. 'I'Lhe Punjab-based Jihadists

an May
ml.!wumlnumnduhuwxwmmm

IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE FOR PAK-
BASED TERROR OUTFITS TO
ACT UNILATERALLY. OF
COURSE, THE POSSIBILITY
()I\ .[ll|.v\l)|S_I"l,f\\‘l_N(i)S(.)l.()

I,

==
=t

Bl
SE RI()US Rl I’l l((.ll. SIONS

ally humiliated by Operation Sindoor and
would want to avenge the destruction of
Muridke and Bahawalpur in the near future.
The country’s anmy chilef Asim Munis has been
accusing India for orchestrating attacks In
Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and
could use any major incident n these insur-
India, The cha

Rency

of Pakistan resorting 1o another Bunyan al
Marsoos | & )

dominance, but Delhl must stay adert,

The views expressad are personal
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Don’t vacillate on a framework
toregulate crypto assetsin india

We must catch up with others and institute an oversight mechanism that can assure investors the sqfety of their investments

b

I v
{ASH CHANDRA GARG
is former finance secretary of india

nearly 2019, a committee [ headod as secre

tary, department of economic affairs, pro

posed a law for digital currencles that woulkd

lay down the statutary base for a blockehain

based crypto assets ecosystem. There was no

follow-up on it and India still has no statute or
regulation that defines ‘crypto assets’ and the rules
of running o crypto business in the country

In the meantime, the woreld has moved rapidly
sming Crypto assets and ceypro-
Senate recently passed the
allzing privately issued dollar
backed stablecolns, The market value of crypto
currencles now exceeds §3.25 trillion. I all crypto
currencles are taken as a single currency, it woukd
bie the woreld's tenth langest by value

Can India continue to kgnore crypto assets? Why
should India not go abowt bullding o sound statu
tory and regulatory ecosystem for them?

The consequences of inaction: | have closely
watched India’s crypto ecosystem over the past
decade. Despite the absence of regulations, many
crypto exchanges were set up, Operating outside
the law orin a grey zone without a legal frame
work, they fourished forsome time by conducting
anincoherent mix of legitimate and illegitimate
transactions. Then erypto gains were brought
under the tax net, trading almost collapsed and
some frauds came to light,

GainBiteokn, a Ponzd-style multi-level marketing
scheme that ran from 2015 to 2018, allegedly
duped thousands of investors of an estimated
16,600 crore by promising fixed monthly returns
of 10% on Bitcoin deposits, leaving scheme sub
scribors with worthless ‘market capitalization”
tokens, The Centrul Bureau of Investigation has
been investigating it and conducting

WazieX, India's largest crypto exchange, faced
Enforcement Directorate searches in August 2022,
which led to the global exchange Binance publicly
distancing itsolf from WazeX despite an eartior
ownership clabm, causing widespread confusion,
102024, WazieX sulferod a massive hack that
resulted in the loss of #5% of the user assets (worth

230 million) held by it There s no recounse in
sight for the Investors who lost thedr crypto assets,
Ina Singapore court, WazirX proposed a restruc
turing plan to distribute the remalning user assets,
Ihe proceedings reveal a tale of compromises,
hidden actors and regulatory violations, including
operations conducted without a digital token ser
vice provider (DTSP) leence, They also exposed an
offshore entity registered in Panama that held
effective operational control.

Under the radar are numerous fly-by-night
operators with various schemes almed aggres
sively at retall investors in small cities. Some online
exchanges are fake; others end in rug pulls, leaving
anset buyers clueless once these plat vanish,

Toprevent such frawd, Indla needs smart, enforce
able and Investor-centric crypto regulations.

Let crypto crises not go waste: All the crypto crises
we have fasced, Involving substantial erosion in the
wealth of crypto tnvestors, have relnforced what |
have long madntained: India's approach to crypto
assets hus boen plocemeal, passive and systemi
cally unsustainable.

Weomust bring crypto-asset operations in Indla
within the ambit of a defined and enforceable legal
and regulatory frsmework that would help create
afakr and transparent system of ownership and
trading. Weshould break the existing legal and
regulatory logham by sepurating trading, custody,
lending, broking and technical seevices. This will
helpeli b o kand morsl
hazard (risky actions taken in the belief that some
ane else will bear the consequences). We also have
to provide legal recourse to lnvestors ifa platform
falls or causes them other forms of suffering

This ts a moment of reckoning: We canavold the
Nawed models of eady crypto adopters. We know
how 1o bulld large-scale dightal systems. We built
Aadhaar for identity, the Unified Payments Inter
Face for payments and the goods and services tax
network for taxation. We can surely bulld a reliable
governance framework for dightal assets and
anges that operate as marketplaces for trades,
pexchanges would ensure Hguidity under the
watch of independent custodians and a compre
hensive regulatory mechanism,
can bean on global experiences, The EU's
Markets in Crypto-Assets Regulation, for example,
lays down dear responsibilities for operators and

custodians, The GENIUS Act of the US focuses on
regulating stablocolns. Even Pakistan is currently
establishing a crypro-regulatory authority. India
country that phon o innovative infrastructure
for fintech und digital payments, must not remain
on the sidelines, We need to create space for well
regulated digltal assets to thiy

Indla’s new crypto assets ecosystem should have
four comenstones:

First, olearly segregated functions for crypto
exchanges, brokers, aggregators, custodians and
other entities: These must be recognized as distinet
players with defined roles.

Second, compulsory licensing: All entities in
the ecosystem must operate within sound fAinancial
regulatory oversight

Thivd full and functional transparency: Institute
rogular audits, disclosure nomms for operational
structures and mechanisms for incident reporting,

Fourth, insistence on Indian urisdiction: Asset
ownenshipand contractual agreements must be
Jogally enforceable under  specific Indian law

Inaddition, we need strong penalties for fraud
and false advertising o deter all actors with any
mala fide intent,

1fwe bulld a strong statutory and regulatory eco
system for crypto assets, Indlans would be able to
participate in this market with confidence in the
safety of thedr investments, Global Investors will
oo Todba as asound market, With clear obligations
tomeet, operators would focus on responsible
innovation and safeguarding investor interests,

Drelaysire costly, but India still has a leadership
opportunity here. The time to act s now,
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Kraft Heinz split: Cold cheeses
are a burden for its hot sauces

Hiving off the weak unit could well result in greater value overall

Is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
consumer goods and the retad industry.

hen schools returned to in-per

son learning in the fall of 2021

after the pandemic, parents
scrambled to find Lunchables to put in
thelr children's backpacks. Today, the meal
kit of processed meats and cheese may be
off the menu amid the desire for healthier
food, but its manufacturer, Kraft Hednz, is
firmly on it.

The company Is exploring spinning oft
the divisson that makes Lunchables, along
sidle Kraft choese and Oscar Mayer hot dogs
from Its faster-growing arm that makes
ketchup, Asplitcould deliver modest value
for shareholders. The biggest upside,
though, would come from tempting bid
ders to pay up for each of the Individual
companie

To recap: Warren Buffett’s Berkshire
Hathaway and priviate oquity flrm 3G Capl
tal acquired JH. Helnz for $28 billion,
Including debt, in 2005, Two years later,
they merged It with Kraft Foods, the US
grooery business that had been spun out of
what would become Mondelez Interna
thonal (more on that later)

But Kraft Heinz has grappled with
changing consumer tastes and, most
recently, the rise of GLP-1 welght-loss
drugs. As siles huve come under pressure,
Its shares have lost 70% since 2017, Litthe
waonder then that the company sasd in May
that it was "evaluating potential strategic
transactions” to boost fts stock price

The logie for a split is straightforward
Kraft Helng's sances, spreads and condi
ments business, which generates annual
sales of about SH billon, s growing faster
than processed meat and cheese. Poople
are seeking moee lavour in thelr food, par
\ petites shrink—elther
because they are getting older or taking
obesity trestments, Freed from thelrmore
sluggish sibling, brands like Grey Poupon
mustard and Lea & Perrins sauce could

A company’s whole is sometimes worth
less than its sum of parts Sooumes

s, acl |

beworth $20.5billion and the grocery anm

about $25 billion. Together, that'sonly just

ahead of Kraft Heinz's enterprise value of
51 billion.

Given that much of the upside might be
swallowed by the higher costs of operating
both companies, why bother with a
breakup? Because both companies might
prove tantalizing to a bidder,

Thisisexactly what happened in the case
af Kellogg, The company spun offits Noeth
American corvals business as WK Kellogg
Company in late 2023, The racker snack
Toods arm, maker of Cheez-Ttand Pringles,
was renamed Kellanova,

Almost a year ago, Mars paid $36 billion,
Including debt, for Kellanova, a 44% pre
mium to the share price in the proceding
3 . Last week, privately held Ferrero
International, maker of Nutella, agroed 1o
buy WK, Kellogg, whose brands include
Froot Loops and Corn Flakes, for an enter
ol $3.1 billion, The $23-a-share
cash offer equated 0 A0% premium to the
share price in the proceding 30 days.

Kraft Helnz's saces, spreadsand condi
ments arm woukd it in MeCormiek's port
folio, un analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence
told me, although there may be competi
tlon concerns. And now that Unilever |s
offloading its loe-cream business, might it
be interested in bulldng up o dressings?

As for the grocery business, it could
appeal to a peivate oquity buyer deawn to its
cash Mow. One complication bs that Keaft
Heldnz s expected to have net debt of just
over SI8 billion at theend of this year, and
muchof that ks likely tobe allocated to the

« 1a higher multiple.

There ks a precedent here—fronically
from Mondelez. After Kraft was spun off,
Mondelez rotalned the sexler Interna
tional, confectionary and snacking seg
ments. 1t has delivered a total return of ov
200% since October 2012, almost double
the S&P 500 Packaged Foods Index, and
trades ata forward enterprise value- to-eb
el multiple of about 15

Kralt Hednz's slower-growing grocery
wrmm, which could have sales of about $1
billion, would be valued less generously, 1t
would still be highly cash gencrative,
though, so it could appeal to an investor
lookdng for i steady dividend payer. Ana
lystsat T.D, Cowen estimate that the sau

A maker. This might make it harder for
afinancial buyer o load up on borrowings,
SHIL Af this hurdle could be overcome,
there could be scope to add other low
growth but cash-generative food busé
nesses to bulld scale.

Ifbothof Keaft Hedna's component parts
are as successful in selling themselves as
Kellogg's, this would cortainly be a tasty
treat for investors,
wws of Kraft Hednz potentially
the splits broke at the weekend,
there has been much discussion of
de-consolidation in the consumer sector,
But like Lunchables leaving school bags,
thislooks more like a prelude to a corpo
rate disappearing act., LOLOOMBERG

India should adopt Al for superior climate forecasting

AADITYA TIWARI & ADITYA SINHA

ocean conditions. Megha- Troplques and

These challenges demand that we

pre-a | Institute for AL outperformed conventional

are, respectively, associate
director at The Convergence
Foundation, and an economist

or much of modern history, weather

forecasting has battled public scoptl

clsan. In 19th century England, Admiral
Robert FitzRoy's carly forecasts were
mocked as “guesses dressed up as sclence”
and umbrellas would come out only when
sunshine was predicted, Until recently,
India’s own meteorological service ficed
similar mistrust, with people joking that
IMD stood for ‘It Might Drtzzle.” However,
this is begdnning to change. India now boasts
of satellite infrastructure for clin and
weather monitoring that ranks among the
world's most advanced.

INSAT-3D, 3DR and newly liunched 3DS
satelbites monitor the atmosphere, land and
ns, These will be complemented by
NISAR, an upcoming Nasa-Isro mission,
which will track ecosystem shifts, loe melt,
seu devels, groundwater and natural hazirds,
Tncia also has 17 carth observation (EO) sated
lites, Including Resourcesat, Oceansat, Car
tosat und Scatsat, which track land use, agrt
culture, forest cover, water resources and

SARAL, part of a collaborative mission with
France, alm tokeep tropécal weather systems,
s bevels indd ocean clireulation under watch,
The National Information System for Climate
and Enviroament Studies (NICES) i respon
sible for integrating sateldlite data to create
longg term climute records and generate v
ables ke snow cover, vegetation indices and
whictal lake characteristios, These efforts sup
port the forecasting and tracking of eritical
climate events. Desplte such capabilities,
Il ks at the front line of the global climate
crisk g with flash Noods, d
cyclones and heatwaves.

aghle Himalayas range and abong

i

exposure
Counellon Energy
revealed that over 80% of our popula:
resides in districts acut
mate shocks, while much of the country
lacks the adaptive capacity to withstand
them. India has seen avenige temperatures
rise, with | nd more intense
wives, By 2 these conld last up to
times longer, posing severe health and agri
cultural threats, Meanwhile, ervatic rinfall
wnd asurge n dry spells have pusted nearly
GOO miklon Indlans Into water stress,

sess our climate preparedness and explore
tochnologies such asartificial itelligence to
prepare better, To achieve our net-zero tar
et for emissions by 2070, climate risles must
be assessed across a range of future eco
nomibc scenarios and thelr sssoclated carbon
footprints, Traditional cli
mate models offer imited
simulations but machine
learning can vastly enrich
our modelling

Traditional  climate such s cloud and snow for
models rely on complex gaps In our matlon. Projects  like
.:m :“m:“"“:ﬂ::lulllw traditional (1\.(I|."|M‘ ‘un‘mlu-r"ll Tll':(‘h.
Planet’s systems, Globally, and Nasa JPL), Nasa
Al is now belng used in models if we and the European Space
three key ways to enhance Agency's Earth systom
l\llln'mn‘ nlmnh«l:luu. l“: deploy them I(:.wll‘y\l'lbwIi:l;.nulllu; EU's
Albased emulators like stink initlative alm 1o
QuickClim and ACE can carefully create simulations o better

mimibe traditional models
by leaming patterns of
emisdons, climate outoomes and thelr links,
enabling faster and cheaper simulations,
QuickClim, developed by the Common
wealth Scientific and Industrial Rescarch

The use of Al
tools can plug

atmospheric models on speod and precision,

Second, foundation models Nke ClimaX go
heyond replication to uncover new patterns
inclimate data, offering deeper insights into
ghobul climate dynamics using observations
that go back more than a century.

Third, hybrid models
blend machine learning
with physics-based
approaches to improve
accuracy (ncomplex sreus

precict climate events and
minimize uncertainty,

near-real-time forecasts. Notable Innova
tions Include Google DeepMind’s Graph
Cast, which uses historical and current data
for six-hourly weather forecasts, Huawel's
Pangu-Weather delivers accurate weekly
forecasts within seconds by processing all
weather variables. Nvidia's Earth-2 com
bines Aland simulation tools, such us Four
CastNet, to mod treme weather events
such as hurriea

Whilo these are encouraging develog
ments, a key challenge in Al-based predic
thon remains Als Hlack box’ problem, which
makes it difficult to trust or fix Altools, This
has drawn the seepticism of climate sclen
tists, who st lean towards traditional mod
elsbecause of the complexity of Earth's sys
tems and uncertalnty over future scenarios,
Although Al-based models show promise,
thedr ability to forecast an evolving climate
seenarlo remalns uncertaln,

Trnchin s miche significant striches in satel
lite technology and cimate data collection,

but g

Similarly, Al ix fi g weather
forecasting by producing sccurate peedic
tons up to 10,000 times faster than tradi
tional models, while reducing energy and

Organisation, used 15 emul; trained in
A0 minutes each 1o make gocurate lempers.
ture projections, ACE, developed by Allen

« costs, Tradned on decades of
weather dati, Almodels can quickly analyse
complex atmosphenic patterns and deliver

heth of climate chang anda
more forward-looking approach. Indian
research organizations and leading tech
companies must step up 1o the task of
Improving the speod and accuracy of climate
and weather forecasting. This is vital to our
Jong-term climate resitience.
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India’s energy transition
pathis set to get steeper

With low-hanging fruit plucked, the country’s challenge of scaling up renewable energy is

getting harder, especially since we need to connect rural India. A new roadmap is in order

ndia recently achieved a milestone inits
global commitments on climate action,
with renewable energy touching the half-
way mark in overall electricity generation
hedule. The voluntary
were made as part of the Paris pact
of 2016, when close to 200 countries under the
UN'saegis agreed to set themselves targets for
the reduction of carbon emissions. The power
sector is India’s single largest polluter, given
our heavy reliance on coal as a fuel to generate
it. While our fast-tracked renewable capacity
addition is testimony to a slew of policy meas-
ures taken to spur solar electricity production,
falling global prices of solar panels—they
crashed by 90% over the past decade —have
made asignificant difference too. Shortages
across India had signalled demand and we
gotarobust solar response,
Today, when the sun shines, we have surplus

electricity, The state-run power utilities of

various states have been turning away new solar
supplies even where bulk producers offered
competitively priced deals bundled with stor-
age batteries to ensure round-the-clock supply.
They may well be expecting prices to soften
further, even as global warming steepens the
demand path, Over the last three years, residen-
tial consumption has grown at 10% annually on
the back of brisk air-conditioner sales. House-
hold consumers now account for almost a third
of all power consumed in India. Supply short-
fallsin recent times, however, have been
plugged by electricity sourced from fossil fuels,
Thisreflects alagin bridging weather-related
supply gaps from wind and solar sources.
Pumped hydro storage projects are part of the
solution, but these take time, Using batteries
would be faster; once expensive, they have

grown cheaper and await a scale-up to tackle
the 'intermittency’ of renewables, While state
utilities will need to sign bulk deals for solar
power bundled with storage, we must also
enlarge our rooftop solar (RTS) capacity.
Decentralized panels mean that much less
electricity is hauled across large distances,
reducing infrastructure costs and transmission
losses. The penetration of RTS, however,
remains at a modest 16% of total utility-linked
solar capacity. Here's the challenge. Utilities
are not keen to promote RTS, as it may herald
the partial exit of large household consumers,
which is bad for them since they pay close to the
actual supply cost. Second, under the Centre's
scheme to support RTS installations, utilities
pick up excess electricity from these consumers
during the day, when power rates are low, and
then provide equal suppliesin the evening
without any extra charge even though this
power is about four times costlier; this distorts
their account books. On the other hand, for
smaller domestic consumers, the incentive to
install panels and sell utilities rooftop power is
blunted by the heavily subsidized tariffs they
pay. While the Centre has sweetened the RTS
deal with cheap loans to help rural households
pursue economic activity, the attendant tariff
distortions need a sunset clause. This calls for a
new roadmap that can unleash the true power
of decentralized solar panels. To achieve this,
we need local market intermediaries that link
updecentralized supplies in local geographic
areas, so that excess daytime power can be
traded efficiently and storage players can also
plug in; the power exchanges we have today
do not engage retail consumers, Mass-market
trading must evolve quickly for India’s energy
transition to gain pace and aid inclusive growth.
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THEIR VIEW

Fast income growth is critical to
a consumption-driven economy

Indiak economic expansion hinges on household income and job security to a considerable extent

RAJANI SINHA &
SARBARTHO MUKHER)EE
are, respectively, chief economist and
senlor economist at CareEdge Ratings.

ndin’s economy Is consumption

driven, with private final consump-

tion expenditure contribating nearly
60% 1o India's gross domestie product
(GO, The consumption trend also has
astrong bearing on private investment

and hence is eritical for the overall

growth of the economy. After the pan
demic, we saw asharp bounce-back in
consumption, supported by pent-up

ol. While that demand has fizzled
out in recent years, worries have arisen
that our consumption recovery is not

der

broad-based. In the last year, robust

agricultural activity Im»mm»mﬂmnl

The household sectoe’s economic
health shoulkd not be viewed in ksola-
tion, It must be seen in the context of
India’s broad macroeconomic balance
sheot, purticularly of the government
and corporate sectors, Since the pan
demie, both the general government
and non-financlal corporate sector
have entered a phase of deleveraging.
Government debt, which peaked it
around 88% of GDP during the covid
pandemic, had moderated to 82% by
December 2024, alded by fiscal consol
Idation and robust growth in mumul
GDP, Similarly, cory fobt has

sample slumped to just 5% in 2024-25
from an average of 1% betwoen
201819 and 2023-24. While sectors
such as Infrastructure, pharmaceuticals
and capital goods continue to report
double-digit growth in stafTexpenses,
they do not fully compensate, given the
significance of the infotech sector in
formal urban employment.
lmllu‘uhu-ln-mkmlnmqmun- '
tly
hits household inc ome, worsening the
economy's consumption weakness,
Pertodic Labour Force Survey data also
hows that real wage growth for sala

declined significantly from 66% of GDP
In 2017 to just over 50% after the pan
demic, thanks in part to the corporate
tax rate cut in 2019,

It is important to recognize that the
two sectors undergolng deleveraging:
the general government and corpora-
tlons—are key sources of employment
and househaold income through wages,
transfersand subsidies A simultancous
deleveraging cycle in both these sectors
may have adverse implications for
howsehold income, particularly ata
time when household balance sheets
Increasingly have loans to be pald back.

M||I<1| household income growth s

demand, but there are ¢ Incorporate
woak urban demand, wmullu.()uumlwmmIum-mmplv
An ant fuctor fora of listed non-financial com

plek-up in consumption is optimism
amaong consumens about their present
sttuation and future. According to the
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBD routine
survey of households, the Current Situ-
atlon Index (CSD of urban consumes

confidence —~which reflects percep:

tions of current economic conditions,

panies reveals that employee cost
growth slowed 107.2%In 2024-25, the
weakest since 2018419 (excluding the
covid-impacted year of 2020-21), Aver
age annual employee cost growth was
10.7% over the perlod from 201819 to
2023-24, The recent mod is

rled as well as casual workers has been
muted in the past few years, Mean:
while, geopolitical risks and global
trade uncertainties have helghtened
the risk ofa moderation in export
growth, with implications for house-
hold income and consumption,

Some near-term fac mmhunmmn

lemand. The s

m»gnmtml--vnmuulnnr.lv resulting
n better Mharifsowing and reservolr
levels, Thisshould help strengthen
rural demand. Benlgn retall inflation,
specifically in food items, should also
suppoet consumption growth,

Policymakers have talen cognisance
of headwinds to consumption. Recent
RBIrate cuts and the government's
Income tax relief are steps in the right
direction. However, for sustainably
stranger consumption, we must ensure
ample job creation and household
Income growth, Government initlatives
like its employment- and production
linked incentive schemes should help

largely driven by the infotech sector,
whic hnllNllllll‘\ % of total

emplayment, prkv levels and income
Its pandemic lows

8 rec
bat remains in pessimistic territory,
Rural ¢

holds are weak, although there has
been an improvement lately.

psumer confidence, the index
reading of which was in the pessimistic
has turmed neutral. The central
bank’s survey also shows that income
perceptions of rural and urban house-

in our sample, The sec-
tor u ane mployment powerhouse in
urban [ndia, but has shown signs of
recrultment stagnation in recent years.
Our study shows that aggregate head-
countat the top five domestic infots
firms plateaved in 5 aftera 4%
contraction in 2023-24, The growth in
employee costs for these firms in our

h
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in job g . However, glven the
large number of people entering the job
market every year, we may need (o take
asector-focused approach. We also
need greater emphasis on the formal
zatlon of jobs as a way to ensure soclal
security, higher wages and better work
conditions. Only when households are
confident of thelr eaming prospects
over the foresecable future will we see a
pick-up in consumption spending that
Is both robust and durable.

HUB! a !'IOUQ!!_I

The Earth is a fine place
and worth fighting for.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY

-

Why there’s a difference between power and influence

MANU JOSEPH

president. He has done this through threats
agalnst those who do not toe his line.
Notonly Elon Musk, but several ,\nu-m an
il have backed Ty ll ok
able hope of henefiting from aligning with
anauthoritarian, Some may feel his policies

Is a Journalist, novelist and
screemwriter. His book, Why
the poor don't kill us’, will
release In August

here s a difference between power

andinfluence. Confusing the two lies

at the heart of the gamble of several
American billionalres who are covertly or
overtly backing Donald Trump's war against
Western values. Trump's America ks some
what familiar to people outside the West,
Forwhat he has changed about hisnation s

o good for them and the country, even i
democratic values get battered. But the
have no ldea what Is gokng to hit them. The
risk losing thedr trae power, which may tead
them to reallze that Influence s just a hench.-
man of power,

The whims of an authoritarian, as Musk
has discovered, can change fast. Maybe

that he has b ht third A practic
toan unnatural but exquisite ideal lhnnu
one I above the law, not even ifmost of the
nation endorses one man to be above it
Anodd thing about democracy i that its
best |m~un~ meant to counter the will of the
h

Teump's bill hat If things go
wrong, they can cut thelr losses. After all,
powerful tooand could try to fight
If key institutions are compro-

he irony is that they have been
spoilt by a troe democracy for so long that

tive o

Iwnu-ully«umqn Thisisthe role of institu-
tons ke the judictary. Democracy iswary off
the fact that voters can come under the sway
of populir leaders And the majority need not
always hu-rlxlu at lnml not nmn'nahl than

Tacy

What 1 mmp has done, and what we
thought could never happen in America, Is
that he has made Institutions submit to a

they 1o take thedr: for granted,
They should learn from third-world coun

tries that a billionudre bs no match for a popu-
lar authoritarian,

In backing Trump's transformation of
America, the super-rich have sacrificed thelr
true power for mere influence

Influence ks o kind of currency. It can be

aoquiring assets e media vehicles or fund-
Ing political campaigns. Once, influence
meant aforce so independent that the polit

cal class had to woo it Consider the New
York Times. Now, influence chiefly means
something that has submitted to politics,
The influential today are interchangeable.

Power s different. Thisiswhat the West
It dirvetly fi - i 1 what Americ,
ple Powerariesromune  INFluence L UGG s
s e of il ture democracy, a bil
veodmonepenon . OP@rates like L U e
. " Listull
::1. u::::::“‘::::-:’:‘:;:’:;‘:‘ acurrency in regimes that have shown
Through these, people amarket but how billionakres seem pow-
barlld the myth of a leader fil erful until the day when
In thedr own image, That is power flows suddenly they are not,
why same people can't be Consider Jack Ma, the
. TTOM PO
The larger the number mlsconceptions man has a billion dollars,
of people from whomone's everything he says s taken

power comes, the more
powerful one is. A hugely ;mpulnr polith
fmil

l'mmu)) lu Iuw true |um and !lx-(pwnllv
mstood as
legends. .\ hallnmdmru IIMIII democracy
Is that extreme popularity Is not concen
trated in asingle person. Asociety where no
one has amassed political power bat some
h dvast wealth | U

Khodorkovsky, who mistook thelr influence
for power and tried to take on Viadimir
Putin, were rulned, InSaudi Arabla, Prince
Mohammed bin Salman detained billion-
alres, iIncluding some members of royal
the Ritz-Cariton in 2017 until they pledged
thedr loyalty and wealth to him,

In backing a non-Western regime In
America, its tich have set in mothon a process
that the third world knows well. In an autoe
ricy, wealth must choose a side. It cannot
remain nentral. America s not there yet, but

th has been charted. §

as wisdom. And Jack Ma
was full of that. Hmmwmanlmlmv(hlm-«-
hewent miss

clan's power comes from k
lionsaf people. A billionalre’s power comes
fram one person o a few in the hierarchy,
Even inproper democracies, most politi-

bought, and it buys. Itisan | L and
can increase in value, Galns can be made by

clany do not hiave power, What
they have s Influence. They are not popular

ing. “ Twn hl‘ e u“u'unvl. e seomed trans
formed and restrained,
«l befi bt

soeem to have fallen in lne. You may argue
that they had no cholce. But the disenchant -
ment and resistance of the wealthy is the
very foundation of political revolutions.
Political reform oceurs in a soclety not
because good triumphs over evil, but when
an old elite ks relegated to the second rung
and fights back by sponsoring the rise of
more convenient morals. The third world
offers proof that when the second rung
doesn’t manufacture a revolution, and a
strongman wins, sockety begins to decay.
In contrast, good things happen when
aristocrats bring down the ruling class. The

the world is in no duuhl who holds power
there. In Russia, oligarchs like Mikhail

of Euroy democracy are
about that—wealthy merchants asking a
rogue king to follow the rules.



12 E.

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

THE ENVIRONMENT Ministry on July 11 ex-
empted a majority of India's coal-based ther-
mal plants from installing systems that are
drslgned m remove sulphur dioxide (SO2)

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 21,2025

EXPLAINED

Why 78% coal plants won't need to add antl—pollutlon devices

ble for roughly one-third of India's fine partic-

ulate matter (PM2.5) pollution, according to

recent research by the Centre for Research on

Enely and Clean Air (CREA). PM25 is mJu-
health asitcan lead

diseases scxhas asthma, heart attack, bron-

What has the government done to
address the issue?

In 2015, the Environment Ministry noti-
fied the first-ever emission norms for con-
trol of SO2 and other harmful substances
from coal-based thermal plants, They were

chitis,
D«mwmh@hﬂso{SﬂZcm

toair pollution.

Known as ﬂuc gas desulphurisation (FGD)

devices, these systems cut SO2 from flue gas,
which s a residue from thermal

Of the remaining plants, those around

DnlhrN:havclnmmp}ywnhanmbn

throat, and lungs. Long-term

to install FGD devices by
December 2017,
However, this did not happen as the

exposure can result ininc ofheart
attacks, strokes, and premature death, ac-
cording to CREA.

S02 also affects the environment as it
contributes to the formation of acid rain,

2027 deadline and tofit
thedevices on a case-to-case basis, Originally,
these plants had to install FGD devices by
2017. However, over the years, they have re-
ceived several extensions to comply.

‘which cand.

One of the biggest sources of SO2 emis-
sions in India is the power sector, especially
the coal-based thermal plants. The CREA re-
search found the SO2 levels were higher in
2023 compamd with 2019 witha mublc

02
plants an issue?
Once released into the atmosphere, SO2
usually reacts with unmnnu (NH3)to pro-
duce whichi

increase I-based
thermal plants.

This highlighted “the influence of power
plant emissions on air quality”, the research
further said,

EXPLAINED

JEFFREY EPSTEIN GRAND JURY
RECORDS: WHAT COMES NEXT?

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump last week
directed Attorney General Pam Bondi to
ask a federal judge to release transcripts
of grand jury testimony related to the
2019 indictment of Jeffrey Epstein for
sex trafficki

On Friday, Bondi followed through. In
court filings, she asked federal judges to
unseal grand jury transcripts from Epst-
ein’s case, and from ion of his
longtime associate Ghislaine Maxwell

Why is grand jury material sealed?
Grand juries — groups of citizens who
hear evidence from prosecutors and wit-
nesses in secret — are intended to be a
screening mechanism, one that serves as

ad)cctmpmsccmorsmmalwmum US Attorney General Pam Bondi. &2

in open court. the inherent power to unseal grand jury
Their proceedings are kept secret to - materials, outside of the exceptions listed

protect the reputations of the people un-  in Rule 6{e).

der government investigation who may

turnout tobe innocent orwhoarenever  What fi

charged withacrime, Secrecyalsomakes  unsealing the Epstein grand jury

it easier to obtain full and truthful testi-  material?

mony from witnesses, The Justice Department has taken the

Prosecutors, investigators and jurors
are generally barred from revealing not
only grand jury testimony, but also the
very existence of a grand jury proceed-
ing. Violators can be punished for con-
tempt of court.

The rules around witnesses are less

first step, by formally filing two petitions
in the Southern District of New York,
where Epstein and Maxwell were
charged. In the Epstein case, the petition
was submitted to Judge Richard M Ber-
man, who was nominated to the federal
bnmbylnrmushmdun&lﬁnm

smct. Grand jury some- in'scase in
publicwhen  the before the latter's death.

i Berman can now give the parties in

for their testimony. the case the oppartunity to be heard, and

possibly other interested parties such as

‘What are the rules that govern the Epstein's victims and media organisa-

of d tions, If he then rules to unseal some

The operating manual for grand jury  grand jury material, it would be up to him

secrecy is Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure. That rule details
the process for ﬁlmga petition asking the
courtto 1} ial,anda

todecide what documents tomake pub-
lic. In its filings, the Justice Department
sild it wuuld redact “victim-identifying

" and “other personal iden-

d jury
number of exceptions under which re-
leasing it can be legally justified.
Courts can unseal grand jury materi-

tifying information” before release.

deadline four times at the re-
quest of thermal plants.
They argued that the in-
stallation of FGD devices
was costly, and could
cause several issues such
as disruption of power supply due to shut-
down for installation, and an increase in
electricity bills.

To address these concerns, the Centre
amended the emission norms in 2021, It put
596 coal-based thermal plant units (one
thermal plant can have multiple units) in
three categories.

W Category A: Plants located withina 10-
km radius of the National Capital Region

HARISH DAMODARAN

AT 2.1% year-on-year, India's consumer price
index inflation in June was below the 2.7% of
the United States and 3.6% of the United
Kingdom. That gap was wider in food, with
the annual price increases at 3% for the US,
4. Sxfotu\eul(and mlnus Li% for India.

food in-
flation falling to their lowest since January
2019is a huge refief. especially for the Reserve
mmmmmbmkwnxmuu

2022,

-
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All three studies were

C i by the government or its

(NCR) or cities having a million-plus popu-  meet the SO2 and PM
lation. Their deadline for compliance was ~ submitan for

uG Pl dwithina10-  What ch i
kmmdmsuimnal!y polluted areasornon-  norms?
attainment cities (cities that h, A i ‘entre, the change in the

National Ambient Air Quality Standards for
five consecutive years). Their deadline was
2023.

& Category C: Remaining plants whose
deadline was 2024,

Note that nearly 78% of
the plants were put in

NVIRONMENT Category C. About 11 Zwere

in Category A, and the rest
were in Category B.

The latest change in the norms has ex-
empted Category C plants from installing
FGD devices. Category A plants. inoperation
and under construction, have to comply by
the end of 2027. The Centre will decide com-
pliance for Category B plants on a case-by-
case basis, The Environment Ministry has
also said that plants supposed to retire be-
fore Decernber 2030 will not be required to

norms is based on three studies, which sug-
gest FGD devices are not necessary for coal-
based thermal plants. These studies are by
the Indian Institute of Te
National Institute of Advanced Scn:nc(-s
(NIAS), and the National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute (NEERI).
The studies have Argued against the in-

agencies. For example, the NEER! research
issioned by NITI Aayog.

hy P nge
innorms?

Experts have said that the claim made by
the studies that SO2 levels around plants are
low is misleading. For instance, CREAin a
statement said, “The air quality monitoring
stations (CAAQMS) don't capture the real im-
pact of power plant pollution because they
don’t track whether emissions drift upwind

ILation of FGD devices, S02lev-
els around the plants are well within the
norms prescribed under the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards. They have
also suggested that the government needs
to focus on curbing not just SO2 emissions
but rather the overall particulate matter pol-
lution around the plants.

The IIT- Dand NIASsmches havn saidthat

Relief from food inflation

Asecond successive good monsoon, combined with the govt allowing imports of pulses and edible oils at
zeroflow duties, is likely to keep a lid on food prices going ahead. This can also help RBI cut interest rates

CENTRAL POOL STOCKS
ONJULY1
2018 asm | 27557
2019 45831 ‘ 35463
2020 54901 | 39431
2021 60356 | 4911
2022 2851 anis
| 2023 30145 | 40959
2024 28261 | 48499
2025 35878 ‘ 55655
Norm®* 2758 1354

and, hence, unable to cut its policy interest
rates. Much of it was courtesy of food, where
India experienced sustained high inflation
from roughly mid-2023 to the end of 2024.
That ended with a surplus monsoon in
2024, translating into bumper crops. As the
maﬂa:umvalso((huccmps kharif (cul-
) plus rabi
(winter-spring) — picked up. food inflation-
ary pressures eased from early 2025 and
slipped into negative in june.

Source:

for cooling down prices. This wasn't the case
till a few months ago.

Cereal comfort Monsoon relief
The cﬂ'z-(ts uf soil Equally enc is the 's
and as well as 50 far this year. The monsoon

reservoir levels from abundant rainfall — 76%
abowlhehlsmmzlmmg-ar nurmal"fn(

set in over Kerala on May 24, eight days be-
fore the normal date. Rainfall in May was a

the 2024

—were best sunnwhcar Mlulstndmn
ment godowns last year on July 1, at

282,61 lakh tonnes (It), were at their lowest

far this date since2008 and just above the

als for reasons, tohelpa
defendant dismiss a different grand jury's
indictment or at the request of a foreign
court for use in its own criminal investi-
gation.

Ttx-unscalmgol’yand jury materials
isnot P pi The Rorida

Epstein
v answer the
questions?
Generally, grand jury evidence is nar-
rowly tailored by prosecutors to fit the

criminal charges they want to file. Soeven
if, judgrs agree to unseal the grand jury

courts refused to unseal Epstein materi-

als until the state Legislature intervened
by passing a new law. And federal courts
remain divided on whether judges have

n is unlikely mnﬂcranythmg

what FBl agents and prosecutors learned
about Epstein's activities,
THENYT

buﬂcr ur275m It.

But wit

106.4% above the country’s long
period average (LPA) rainfall for the month,
June, technically the season's opening
maonth, also registered 8.9% above-LPA pre-
cipitation. The current month, too, has till
nm;{ posted 5.4% l}:ghcjf !}un‘LI"‘A rains.

keted dunng this April-June, state agencies
could procure 30035 It of wheat, from
266.051tin 2024, 26197 It in 2023 and 187.92
Itin 2022. As aresult, wheat stocks un]u?y 1
at 358.78 It, recovered to a four-year
Combined with record public stocks of
rice (table 1), they add up to a comfortable
situation in cereals. Thn:gnm.-mmem has
enough stock
system and also offload in the open market

1 to July 20 has been 7.1% above its historical
normal for this period. Almost all states|re-
gions — barring Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, eastern Uttar Pradesh,

AREA SOWN UNDER KHARIF
CROPSASONJULYTI
1Rice 12368 | 11185
2Coarse cereals | 1163 9978
(a) Maize 6188 5973
(b) Bajra 440 2959
() Jowar 8 739
3. Pulses 67.09 5339
(a) Arhar 2542 2718
(b) Urad 1146 11.54
(c)Moong 2316 1219
4.Oilseeds 13727 | 13982
¢ 99.03 107.78
(b)Groundnut | 3299 2804
(c 447 n
5.Cotton 9283 9522
6.Sugarcane 55.16 5488
/ jﬂm in lakh hectares, Source; Departiment
7 of Agriculture & Farmers” Welfure.

arhar [ pigeon pea), soyabean and cotton,
Their acreages have, however, dipped not
due to lack of water as much as prices.

Soyabean and arhar are trading in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dewas and Maharashtra's
Latur wholesale mandis at around Rs 4,300
and Rs 6,500 per quintal respectively, That's
below their i d
clared minimum support prices of Rs 5,328
and Rs 8,000 per quintal for this year and
even the Rs 4,892 and Rs 7550 of the 2024-
25 crops. In cotton, area reductions — largely
in Northwest India — have had more to do
with the crop’s mcptlblluy to pink boll-
worm insect attacks.

“There has been diversion of arhar area
this year to maize. Among pulses, only moong
[gmnmm)haswmssedmt&ﬂunks

and Gujarat, and also

Assam, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh —
have received above-par rains.

The impact of a second back-to-back
good monsoonis seen in table 2. The progres-
sive area sown under most kharif crops has
gone up from last year. The exceptions are

this beil in
65-75 days versus ISO-IBDdayslorarhu"
said Nitin Kalantari, a Latur-based dal miller.

Asimilar acreage shift has been reported
from soyabean to maize, which has become
a remunerative crop because of it being in-

hort-d

or and they certainly don't ac-
count for chemical reactions that convert
S02 into other polhstants like PM2.5.”

Amll analysis by the Centre for Science
and (CSE) had also
notable findings. It said that plumes from
power stations travel long distances of 300
km, and during this time, they get converted
to secondary pollutants, The analysis also
found that the atmospheric lifetime of SO2
was about 10days.

creasingly used for production of fuel
ethanol, in addition to animal feed and in-
dustrial starch.

Indian farmers planting less area under
pulses such as arhar and wad (black gram)
or soyabeanis unlikely to have any major in-
flationary effect though.

The reason is imports. During 2024-25
(April-March), India imported a record 72.56
Itof pulses and 164.13 It of vegetable oils,

The Centre has kept the import window
Mdeawnfathisﬁscalmmm.umdand

by !

H31,2026 mo-
soor[n:d lmnl)am chana (chickpea) also at-
tract just 10% duty. “The landed price of im-
ported arhar from Mozambique and Malawi
isonly Rs 4,600-5,100 per quintal, while at Rs
2,900-3,100 for yellow peas from Canada and
Russia" Kalantari said.

In edible oils, the Centre, on May 31,
slashed the effective import duty on crude
palm, soyabean and sunflower oil from 27.5%
to 16.5% That will, again, keep a lid on food
inflation going ahead

Fertiliser shortfall

Although the monsoon has had a great
start, one cannot rule out its weakening or
stalling in the coming weeks. The early rains,
extending through July so far, have basically
given a boost to kharif plantings. Any pro-
longed bmak phase hereon can affect the

growth — the of
roots, stems and leaves — of the crop.

But a bigger source of uncertainty could
be fertilisers, the demand for which has shot
up on the back of the monsoon’s timely ad-
vance. Opening stocks of urea and di-ammo-
nium phosphate (DAP) on July 1, at 61.22 It
and 12.98 It, were below the corres,
year-ago levels of 103 It and lS.lBIutspcc
tively. So were that of complex fertilisers:
41201t versus 50.48 It

The lower stocks are due to fall inimports
— of urea (from 80.06 It in 2023-24 to 69.10
Itin2024-25) and DAP(from 55.96 it to 45.60
It), mainly from China: urea (from 2148 It to
1.041t) and DAP(from 22,87 It to 843 It).

China's export rtsmctinnshavcledma
global supply squeeze, particularly in phos-
pluncfcndxscn.mﬂzmdmhmdwmso(
imported DAP into India soaring from an av-
erage of $525 in june 2024 to about S810 per

Whetherthese

W

Husain’s horses: Galloping ‘across horizons, from Karbala to Ashwamedh’

VANDANA KALRA
NEW DELHL JULY 20

MAQBOOL FIDA HUSAIN, one of India's
most recognised artists, is known for his
bold and striking depictions that drew in-
spiration from a multitude of sources, from
Indian mythology and folk
traditions to western art
movements.

The motif most associ-

horses at village fairs.
e 3

as a farrier (someone who takes care of
horses' hooves), gave young Husain close
access to the agile animals, allowin_g the

tail. He was also inspired by the papier-

maché replicas of Duldul — Prophet

d's white mule —

paraded in the streets during
Muharram processions.

“My horses, like light-

ated with Husain are his \ ning, cut across many hori-
horses. These majestic crea- g zons. Seldom their hooves
uewﬁmt: was piintin; S[GNATU RE x spxnmm battle-
horsesin the 1930s,while ~~ MOTIFS  field of Karbala' to Bankura
making a living as a cinema- ——————— terracotta, from the Chinese
hoarding maker in Bombay, A §l-_illl-;§ i Tse pei Hung horse to St.

as he was in the late 2000s,
while ina self-imposed exile from India.

Diverse influences
Growing up in Indore, where his father
veas a timekeeper in a textile mill, Husain

clay horses as a child, and ﬁdh’!}’n&szl

Marco horse, from omate ar-
moured ‘Duldul’ to challenging white of
‘Ashwamedh’ |...| the cavalcade of my
horses is multidimensional,” Husain had
said in 1987, according to a note on auction
house Christie’s website,

While the artist's dynamic lines were

ist Franz Marc and Italian sculptor Marino
Marini, the fragmented, angular forms re-
flected a cubist vocabulary.

Diverse depictions
llardy static, Husain's horses are pow-

exude grace.

(Left) Untitled, M F Husain. Horses
remained an inherent part of his
artistic vocabulary. DAGExpress

*The horse, to [Husain), d

central figure. He painted several untitled
works depicting horses in the 1950s and
1960s, before creating Duldul in 1967 with
thick impasto and fractured lines.

imes he also

Appreciated & critiqued

tif, Husam-"s horses have drawn both criti-
cism and acclaim. Among others. author
MulkRaj

as ".Some art crit-

painting of the Three Graces ( 1990). One of
his largest paintings, titled Lightning (1975),
is entirely made up of galloping horses.
Later, his Raj series  1980x hi

ics also feel that Husain repeated the motif
rathertoooften, particularly after the 1970s.

For Husain, however, horses remained
anmhel!mpmufhlsamsntmbldary

jas and viceroys playing polo and

horses,” Anand said. h lndian
In 1991, Husain depicted Zulj anhmtwas. i the:

Imam Husayn’s loyal horse celebrated for aqmallhlsmmeunlyuﬂﬁ

his valour in the Battle of Karbala. Karbala
Horse (Zuljinah) shows the dark equine

masculinity, and he painted them singly. in
pairs, or in herds, Strangely, he never
painted their hooves. His horses were de-

Painted in the late 1990s, Seven Horses
alluded to the Hindu mythological depic-
tion of Surya, the sun god, whose chariot is

mSumD&thdepmdﬂmmb-

ergy and dynamism, Husain's paintings,
often massive, command attention in any

picted in nlmn.camnngﬂmrekgance pulled by seven horses. oomwhere they are displayed.™
" Ashish Anand, Husain's very last series, meant to be an
tor and CEO of the art DAG.tnId odetods ', ismin India. also msuamoj‘ammhﬂmmm
The Indian Express. 2008 by and the motifs app
Passage of Time, painted in neutral Usmeml!h:wknfmlbamnuhhnn their works.
shades in 1954, was one of Husain's early ~ Mittal, the
major canvases featuring the horse asthe  to the artist’s demise in 2011 Next: S HRaza's Bindu
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The soil of a nation

To improve both crop and human nutrition, India needs a paradigm shift — from
indiscriminate use of fertilisers to tailored and science-based soil nutrition management

ITETOI

'LOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI,
LEONARDUS VERGUTZ AND
RITIKA JUNEJA

WHO WOULD HAVE imagined that India,
which lved from “ship to mouth” with heavy
dependenceon hudaldmuwllsm
in the 1960s, ld

the world's Largest rice 7n 2024-25
(FY25), India exported million tonnes
{MT) of rice in a global market of 61 MT. Thr
country

lrlbullon programme, the PM-Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY), which provides 5 kg of free
rice or wheat per per month to more
than 800 million people. Yet, the Food
Corporation of India holds about 57 MT of rice

20years

times the buffer norm of 13,54 million
tonnes as of July 1,2025,

Poverty, too, has receded significantly. The
extreme poverty head count (those eaming
less than $3/day at 2021 PPP) dropped from
271 u-nnn 2011 N:;‘MS 3 rrrentln

nulnumlmn amongst :hlldml nmaml a

STATUS OF INDIAN SOILS (2024)

challenge,
(NH{SS)(ZOI!)—ZI)!\‘pnmlhA B.Spum

321 pevtulmunderwcl;hnu\d I‘J.lptt
cent are wasted. l"ood security in Indla has

merel ric sul-
ficiency; it must mwe’rmmpm nutritional
security as well,

One d oft factor
hereis the health of soils, Soll micronutrient

ty imipair
ductivity but also degrade the nutritional
gunmy of crops. Crops grown on nutrient-
jeficient solls often mirror those deficien-
cles, leading to a silent but pervasive form of
malnutrition in humans, Take zinc. lts defi-
clency in solls translates into low zinc con-
tent in cereals ke wheat and rice, which in
turn is linked mchidhmd nummu acon-
dition that afilerte
long-term cognitive health, as well as the
professional life of a person,

Letus now tum tothe status of Indian soils.
Of more than 88 million soll samples tested
under the Soil Health Card Scheme in 2024,
less than 5 per cent have high or sufficient ni-
trogen (N} only 40 per cent have sufficient
p&mp?ulr ( l'). 32 per cent have sufficient

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Given that all political activities of the Awami League have been banned by the

it is deeply di
to violence”

i that its

oy have once again resorted
~THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Orwell
in Gaza

As Israel's war rages, the debasement
of language, the inversion
of meaning, is complete

made a persuasive case that the IDF had de-

of Gaza's 32 hospitals, It also reveals that a
completely disproportionate number of
doctors and medical personnel have been
killed and arrested since October 7. allegedly
because the hospitals were built on Hamas
tunnels, It was left to Channel 4 to masster the

NAVDEEP SURI ctmpomonwiom oo,
pabilities make sure that Big Brother is
ASTRING OF recent developments forced me iing. IDF has made extensive

to pull out my daughter’s copy of 1984 from
her| Ihad fi he Bihar-bom
George Orwell's classic as a teenager some
50 years ago and wanted to revisit some of
his prescient vocabulary: Big Brother is

Watching: War is Peace; Ignorance is
Serength; Two Minutes Hate; Doublethink;

useof Lavender, an Al-based system devel-
oped with technology from US-based
F‘lJJngfn o pnxrn.hry amounts of data

i il

tion, to develop a list ol some 403'(')‘6;;
pects, The system produces target recom-
and the IDFs armed drones

peak: Unperson; Th g
Thought Police, and so much more.

The trigger was a statement made by
Isracl's Defence Minister Israel Katz about

use face recognition systems to lock on
these targets and fire. Gazans are being
used .n‘uumm to refine this platform

plans to set up a City" on
the ruins of the bombed-out town of Rafah,
located near the border with Egypt on the
southern extremity of the Gaza Strip.

and whois
to blame? The lines between ethics, law
and accountability have been virtually
erased. Nowaonder Palanti chairman Peter

Without the slightest tinge of irony, he pro- — Thiel was distinctly evasive when these
posed to “concentrate™ 6,00,000 questions were posed to him in an inter-
¥ Low/Deficlent @ Medium ™ High/Sufficlent (i %) Palestinians in an area in which access  view, mumbling, “I'm not on top of all the
would be stric details of what's going on in Israel, because
Nitrogen -0 252 46 would not be permlmd to leave, He also  my bias is to defer to Israel.”
v 149 455 9.6 his ambition the foreign pol-
- - - s oll': lestis to lcy expml and even a handh:l:l hr::ru
57 other Invad jan Newspe have now started to ask the for-
Organic Carbon 26, 3 forced v bidden question. Do lsraeli actions in Gaza
e el - - and a planned constitute ethnic cleansing, war crimes or
Sulphur ¥ 736 b even genocide? Read this and form your
P 39 city. The “encouragement”, of course,  own view: Article Il of the Genocide
- . comes in the form of mass starvation, de-  Convention of 1948 says that “genocide
Zinc 113 64.2 struction of water, electricity suppliesand  means any of the following acts commit-
- over 90 per cent of all housing units,and  ted with intent to destroy, in whole or in
Copper LK) 0 the continued targeting of medical infra-  part, a national, ethnical, racial. or religious
Boron 11} 58,5 structure, group: Killing members of the group:
Another classic Newspeak is the Gaza  Causing serious bodily or mental harm to
Manganese [ %] | 89.6 Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), setupand  members of the group; Deliberately inflict-
r i 1 1 1 i funded by unknown or dublous entities to  ing living conditions calculated to bring
0% 20% A0% 60% 80% 100% the UNRWA that wasestablished by about the group's physical destruction in
§ ; ) the UN in 1949 to provide suppon to  wholeorinpart...”
Source: Soll Health Card, Mjo Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Gol Palestinian refugees, But Former Israeli prime ministers Ehud
mmwmmm Barak and Ehud Olmert now.
R Sasik supplies, gowing  thatthe,

& nar global outrage by asham or- in Gaza constitute war crime,
ganisation whose aid-distribution centres  Leading Jewish historians like Raz Segal,
ceeds recommendations by 61 per cent, while trition management, This calls for more pre- have been described as a killing field. Amos Goldbery and Lee Mordechai have de-
potassium use is short by 89 per cent, and cise and DF)  scribed it as a genocide, A group of 10
phosphorus use is short by 8 per cent. whldun.- informed by rigorous soil testing and the, of GHF, soene 880 locaust h signed et

Telangana also mirrors this imbalance — it withthe it~ andover 5000 ter actions X
overuses N by 54 percent but its useof Kis 82 &mlwihmdtmp:. wounded since the GHF started its opera-  The Jewish Volce for Peace issued a state-
per cent less, and that of Pis 13 per cent less. Only when soils receive the do May 2025 Meanwhile. formula  ment on Holocaust Remembrance Day to

potash (K] in states.
uluwcamnn(sﬁt')(mpnph) The highly imbalanced use of N, P and K and
SOC is a critical the neglect of micronutrients leads to subop-
defining the physical, chemical, and biologl-  timal agricultural productivity. Natioawide,
cal properties of soil — these govern its hold-  the fertiliser-to-grain response ratio has de-
efficiency. There  clined 1:10in the 19705 to
isalsoadebate asto how much SOCisconsid- — amere 1:2.7in 2015,
ered sufficient, As per the Indian Institute of Mareover, the application of granular urea

Soll Science (ISC), SOC in the range of 0.50-
075 adequat

mumln:mmhlmmluuwﬁhuw

Laureate, Rattan Lal, who has worked on sail
health throughout his career, prescribes that

3540 pe
byu\etmpﬂlw remaining nitrogen s cither
released into the atmosphere as nitrous ox-

Crops grown on nutrient-
deficient soils often mirror
those deficiencies, leading to
a silent but pervasive form
of malnutrition in humans,

they produce food that nourishes rather
than merely fills stomachs, This is no longer
Just an agricultural issue; it is a public
health imperative,

the Indian Council for Research on

milk for babies remains scarce and six chil-

I A

call for an end to “the lsraeli government’s
genocide. . But

{ and Columbi

sion, the Israel
one attack to a “technical error” in the mis-
silie that it fired into the crowd.

e yare not
say this, Criticism of ksracli actions in Gaza
Is now equated with blood libel i you are a

if you are not.

International Economic Relations (ICRIER) and ~thatactof Jew and with

ocr have committed to collabo- holding two cont beliefs — comes  Either way, it attracts the wrath of the ever-
rating to improve soil health in India and be- through the daily assertions of the IDFbe-  vigilant Thought Folice.

yond. OCPNutricrops brings cutting-edge ex- ing “the most moral army in the world”™. And what is mare Orwellian than the
pertise solutions Even after they have bizarre spectacle of PM Netanyahu — desig-
aimed at chall insus lans, rwo-lhrdnumrmmmmdchl-

nated as.a war criminal by the International

the carbon content in soils should be at least  ide 8273 l ake zine, for e umpk Its tainable food production, The collaboration dren, the respected Lancet journal thinks  Criminal Court — proposing Donald Trump
1.5 10 2 per cent. Our soils also suffer from a  potent than carbon dioxide — or leachy fik il akms to develop, implement, and scale region- that this figure represents an underestima-  for a Nobel Peace Prize while the US
deficiency of sulphur, as well as - it with ¢ y in soils specific, data-driven soil nutrition solutions tionofaround A1 percent. CNNand TheNew  President mmunxmwm
ents like iron, zinc and boran, These deficien-  and making it unsafe for consumption, So, in into low zinc content in h h po York
cles range from moderate to severe, Itwon't — away, the imbalanced use of N.l'and Kisalso cereals like wheat and rice, Ing their nutritional profile. ities tobe the offi nmkl of the ptﬂldem of the European
bemm-rrammuymumwplm the poll which in turn is linked to Thus, to truly move from plate to plough clal count. And Israel, tying herself in knots as she
ol Indian solls need to be = ~ and back to plate — we must start by heal- ast," interna-  tries her angst over Ukraine with
mmlnmmramwﬂl(lw)wrﬂlm(hﬂn i | C"""“f“’“ "’“‘"i{'il_" ing Mother Earth, Only then can we walk as tional media from entering Gaza, but has  her nonchalance on Gaza,
and also finds its way condi that affects the ahealthy nation. Killed at least 186 mostly Palestinian jour- Truly, as Orwell wrote in Animal Farm,
tritious food ona sustainable basis. tries. This needs to change. physical development, nalists, according to the Committee for  “All animals are equal, but some are more
We haveals par To restore soil health and improve both 1, cognitive health Gulati at ICRIER. P 1 Journale equal than others.”

of nitrogen( [ India needs apar p: 1 Vergutz is mtdwmmaroa' And there is the BBC which commis-

d K)areunder-  adigm shift — f offer- a8 wellas thep sioned and then refused to screen a film t- The writer s aformer
used, Forexample, in Punjab, nitrogenuseex-  tilisers to tailored and science-based soil nu- lifeofa person, ICRIER. Vlrwsmprmﬂd thed Gaza: Doctors under Attack because it ambassador to Egypt and UAE

. ) .
Inequa lty S Many CNAImpIOIs [ LETFksvo TR Famon
=
ring
A NECESSARY DUTY buttal does, indeed, highlight the West's
o P stunning hypocrisy in this regard,
Even ‘empowered’ women are powerless daughters, mothers, students, employees S PR 10 i hlestal UPSCs N
) helping hand' (IE, July 19). The

MRINAL PANDE Constitution undertines the mandateol (S MUST DO MORE
2 ” - the Public Service Commission for the > ?

TYPICALLY, THE POLITICS of gender in India
M ot St resbs o ed.

nm'cd in BJI‘-vuIed states and are being
ol by the Oy This has re-

sulted in the usual whataboutery from the

with the party

hdﬂhemrulhy that the daily news un-
veils, From Vinesh Phogat and Radhika
Yadav, lmrwnunu.wrunchﬂym

that

but many well-known influencers openly
victim-shame and promote prejudice. This
impacts the young indelibly.

We can claim to have some of the most

tional and financial of
wornen. The reactions, particularly on social
media, to the recent murder of a y

nis player allegedly by her father show that
lhemmp:lJmhnm(hrmdwnm
celebrities. lnﬂuﬂunanmmam-
power. The

girl's father told the Haryana police that he
had been driven to the act because he had
been constantly taunted for “living off his
daughter's income”,

Barely a week later, Balasore district in
Odisha faced a public bandh cit-

ruling pmy’: quanrn why lnnn nnw on
By

der of a doctoron a Wm Bengal umpul?
Some have called the Haryana incident an
“honour killing” since the family was pros-
perous, and the FIR states that the father of
the player-tumed-coach was angry with his

datittier. Boont thetesm

the inj p
workplaces even for women who appear

be protected, well-off and financially lnde-
pendent, Whatever the politiclans’ pro-
claimed position, scores of young Indian

thelr

y facet of their

he used in his his cousin used

| archaism: “Maine kanya vadh kiyo
hai (1 have committed filicide).”
it is obvious from both these

zens demanding justice for a 20-year-old stu-
dent who had immolated herself after the

college toher
pladnts about a senior faculty member harass-
Ing her sexually. Former CM and Leader of
Opposition Naveen Patnaik said in a post on
X that a failed system did not help a female
student struggling for justice.

There is little sensible discussion over
such deaths, Both deaths coincidentally oc-

cases how, whatever the ground reality, gen-
derequality has acquired the aura of an ideal
socio-political stance for all Indian political
parties, Even while

P as daugh mothers, sis-
ters, students and employees.
[&

to helpand protect women
Inreality,

the law and instruments of the state treating
those without connections in high places as
abstract creatures with abstract rights. In
Amrit Kaal, no law will sanction a father
shooting his daughter. But the state often

MMb«nmmlnniNmmdhw:

to register ¢

against sexual harassment at the workplace
f i awoman’s px

to access justice, We also realise how daily

actions and quips, seemingly innocent or

from their fold, all parties are qu-tk to pro-
claim support for nari shakti and nari muksi,
When elections are due, they promise subsi-
dies and cash donations — now an inalien-
able part of all manifestos. But the promises
printed on posters pk d all over town

remind women of all am of

the Laxman

maleunhlmmmdwhnsaﬂﬂwtmnlaym
mll expect of them after and

shoes because she dtﬂkd their holy c:r;;
elthar But this happened. No law in India

Union and States under Articles 315 and
320. Impostors passing out as recom-

This refers to the report, 'US adds TRF to
tervor list for Pahalgam strike (I, July 19).

the n thas
body reflect the failure of its constitu-
tional duty. ¥ at all, it's the DoPT and the
various arms of that

The recent the United

to classify The Resistance Front (TRF) a
Tenown Lashk. il wobal
terrorist entity, marks a positive step in

Y
Lucknow

India’s long-standing
militancy.

mmﬂ'ﬂl about

WEST'S HYPOCRISY

This refers to the editorial, The sanctions
stick (IE, July 18). The NATO chicf's wam-
ln| lhn countries such as India, Brazil

ul mulymuu:ﬁand numerows other
incidents targeting Indian forces, all of
which point towards the TRF's violent
agenda, However, symbolic designations
alone are insufficient, Washington's pre-
vious overtures to Pakistan’s military

L .......uln

ip muM!WI,duaw

M Modi

fling

complaints of abuse ‘plml predatory male

bosses, Women, though, know the standard

reaction of college authorities, company

boardrooms and office fact-finding
inthese

ktd Divias and Ladli bahin/ beti cel-
rhmlona are over, Inequality has many
on social media, Not just trolls

The writer is former chairpersan,
Prasar Bharati
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lows from US President Donald Trumgp's
pressure on Russian President Viadimir
Putin into agreeing to a ceasefire with
Ukeraine, that too within 50 days. But why
nrr( Russia’s trade partners like India,
China and Brazil? The MEA's sharp re-

President Trump. If the US truly seeks to
ad

uphold regional stability, it must take
bolder steps to keep Pakistan in check
while keeping in mind India's red lines,

Sanjay Chopra, Mohol
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A PRISM OF EXCLUSION

In Assam, eviction drives by Himanta Biswa Sarma government
raise troubling questions of due process
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‘WOoORDLY WISE
IN LOVE OF HOME, THE LOVE OF
COUNTRY HAS ITS RISE. — CrarLes DICKENS

Unlocking investment

Inaworld of shrinking investment appetite and rising

competition, capital will chase confidence, clarity

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA

THEGLOBAL ECONOMY is witnessing a seis-
mic shift in foreign direct investment (FDI)

flows, with emerging markets and
HERECENTWAVE of eviction drives in Ass Inthe  ing (EMDES) bearing the brunt
past I districts, dthvd&dlm A(mlduutom\\hdd&nk

includi DmthIﬂWNahlannw inGoalp: (WB),FD DEs
P atleast3 fand . o steadily as a share of their GDP since lhe
landi

2 percent of GDP in recent years. To. nhu
dance withthe of the Gauhati High G i imal conflict, s piecsdinlmeiadiy g
However, from Darvang and Lumding in 2021 to Barpeta in 2022 to now, the execution of lion in FDI in 2023 the Iuwest level since
L isi i i i 2005, he 2000s, FDI

the prism of exciusion, not inclusion,
To be sure, underlying the state's initiatives are legitimate concemns — ummunmﬂ

Land nd deep-seated amdeties around

that have persisted since Partition and the creation of in 1971, the

inflows to EMN_! mdjunpedﬁwnmtnn
nominal terms, equivalent to about 5 per
cent of their GDP in the typical economy at
the peak in 2008, But, with the world seem-
mgtysmmngdmvn for business with the
on trade W as s

Union Environment Ministry, as of March 2024, Assam had the second highest encroach-
ment of forest land in the country, after Madhya Pradesh, But weaponising these concerns

ulations of Bengali-origin Muslms underlines a puhmdammmtm past
weeks, Chief Mi icinvasion” by “peo-

vestment flows and cross-border invest-
ment, trade agreements have slowed
sharply. Between 2010 and 2024, just 380
new investment treaties came into force,
less than half of the 870-odd treaties be-

India, while better placed
than many, finds itself
caught in the crosscurrents
of this global rebalancing
and its FDI experience
mirrors the global trend,
albeit with unique twists.
While gross FDI inflows

rose to a robust $81 billion

inFY25 —a 4 per cent

increase, net FDI plunged 96
PL‘I’ cent year-nn-ycar to iu!ﬂ
$0.35 billion, its lowest level

, e tween 2000 and 2009, Thus, the global FDI
pledunemlw\ “M’h‘d Coatped L is no longer a blip, but is now
cies” inplaces Ipper Assam”. Such mmphmg into a persistent trend, draurd
rhetoric jef minister —not for 111 i

jon i It i Iy umty policy inertia and regime shifts,
ost-Nati & i India, while better placed than many,
Citizens, nearly
o i e finds itself inthe crosscurrents of this
» state support. According to the global rebalancing and its FDI experience
state government, over L|9Umh||}usdhmhmbemmdantdnm9mamm mirrors the global trend, albeit with unigue
power in2021 and over twists. While gross FDI inflows rose to a ro-
schoots, livelil lideli i of riv bust $81 billion in FY25 — a 14 per cent in-
mmrmmarmmmmdmmpﬂxym crease, net FDI plunged 96 per cent year-on-
ponse but as a form of i year to just $0.35 billion, its lowest level in
tional violence; not enforcement but erasure. nnr'y o decadcs This was dﬁ '?"TI:E
ehassembly anayosr ey against of profits.
state urgency. But m“‘ arithmetic must Globally, services, construction, and
i Wfthe aim i ad- ok inati
A - YDI, A :
tion, and with a i It trust, offering In India too, manufacturing and financial
brvcsn == . Wi services remain strongholds, but there's ris-
y s ing interest in energy and communication.
. R—e Also, FDI

NOT SO PRIVATE

in nearly two decades. This
was due to rising
repatriations, booming

Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Tamll Nadu
have improved their standings, while
Gujarat and Delhi have seen sharp declines,

need for a comprehensive framework en-
.abllng ppllcy makers to insert India into the

eamnest and move quickly on to ideas such as
the Dm-;ulmnn Cummlssm Cutting red

requisite. Reducing mguhmry burden cer-
inand

jobs and thus improve the of liv-
ing of citizens, India must adopt a proactive
strategy that attracts foreign investment and
maximises its benefits.

According to the WB, FDI inflows have a
positive impact on economic output in
EMDES, but the magnitude of the impact is
conditional, In the average EMDE. a 10 per
cent increase in FDI inflows is estimated to
increase GDP by &m cent after three
years. However, the. is much stronger
— up to 0.8 per cent - in economies with
greater trade openness, stronger institu-
tions, better human capital development,
and lower informality.

stances is rather obvious, By creating a

up to trade further, India can unlock its
growth potential and attract FDI that can
drive economic development. There are sev-
eral things the country can do,

First, with its eyes trained on raising its

unm upon dﬁaencyoi investment.
Third, logistics and trade bottlenecks
should huddmssed wuh alacrity. Tude-b-
inc and
other inefficiencies that raise clearance
times at ports etc must be prioritised. For
example, the Kolkata port has the highest
import clearance time across all seaports,
averaging over 140 hours,
Fourth, in an increasingly globalised
world, dnrmmed by rising levels ufm«
production, trade,
and interaction, the need to “connect the
dots” between international rulemaking,
domestic reforms, ministries and agencies
becomes increasingly evident. The Centre,
states and all related agencies must work
in unison,
Last, but not the least, states must take
!he kad in cmaling a mndudve framework.

ease of doing buslm.-ss. government sup-

portinland logistics, availabil-

b - o
over trade deals towards signing deals with
willing and more trade-friendly

ityofi ture, and requisite man-
power, As projects are usually lished
at their

and blocks, That, along with a probable US
trade deal, could be the icing on the cake to
top off the Aurry of FTAs and early-harvest
deals, signed with Australia, the UAE, and the
UK lately. The latest trends show that firms
mnmlxmmlonlyincmmri:summ

level to attract FDL

However, investment policy is dynamic
~ there is no “one size fits all” solution, An
approach that works within one state for
one type of investment at one particular
time may need to be continually revised,

adapted, ke into ac-
gin and Feruld reinforce that. The WB  count the unduimd'ymmuxl'w trans-
aversthat treaty f different types of business, and

FDI flows be
than 40 per cent. Also. cconnmles with

Indu s fundamentals — demographics,
di

higher
flows — an extra 0.6 per cent for each per-
centage-point increase in the trade-to-GDP
ratio and an extra 0.3 per cent for each per-

—are
attractive, But in a world of shrinking invest-
ment appetite and rising competition, cap-
lnl wnll chase clarity and confidence, The

uage p

ia's court. It's time to not just in-

as a participa-
tion in global value chains.

vite but to d it

Withaglobal resetinpolicymakingand ~~ outward FDIand low Second, as highlighted by the Economic The writer is group chief economist, LET,
" . . . . . . changing rules of thereisa of pmhu Survey, it must take deregulation in right Views are personal
SCruling on covert evidence in matrimonial disputes raises
larger questions about right to privacy in the digital era
HE SUPREME COURT ruled h:( week thu z(mly mcunbd conversations
b are disputes. The Court
setasidea 2021 Punjab High Court judgment ahus I E
e S e ['HE FLAW IN THE Exam
tions with his wife as evidence in court, This was a crucial question for the apex court to
settle, since several high courts had given different rulings on the issue. The Indian : 1,
Eikdence A 1872 coriien spoussl s - ciememon fao pri ke hat o person They must have a clear purpose, be conducted fairly. That's not a tall ask
cannot be compelled m!emlyaumnmm spouse in a criminal case. While this provi-
$iaa carvms ook P highcourts— VANDANA VASUDEVAN
pe(t_limufp'ivatym:mm.mEQmﬁngingnﬂﬂMmommM LMTWEB(MYmsmMaHmm planning to go abroad for their undergradu-  crushing aspirants’ morale.
tal right to privacy and the right toa fair trial. It ak about the night the Class XII ate studies because the universities in the T)mmolherwzysmw'uhmpm

to privacy as understood in personal spaces in a deeply invasive digital era.

Divorce cases are often bitterly contested. At stake is not just a court decree for sepa-
ration but a bundle of rights, from alimony to custody of children., With vast digital foot-
prints even in the most private of spaces, the nature of ‘evidence’ to prove allegations in
Mkumhsdunpdomdtmﬁmnmvm text chains, emails and video

done well in the CBSE Board exams. The plans
of the top three students revealed how little
those results mattered, The first was an engi-
neering aspirant who was going to go where
his JEE m*wuuldultthim Theu(nndwu

and voice gathered with a single click. which
dccmmmnm:u:udrdumdxﬂumthunanemsﬂmwﬂ ﬂleCourtsald
These are not aspects that the law on
spousal privilege, On the issue of privacy, the Court said that there is no right to privacy
between married spouses. The ruling says that the right is applicable against the state
and not against private individuals, even if that is within marriage, where a degree of pri-

mmmapmhpmm university in the
accepts all who can pay their fees.
ﬂ!mpermandmpnmmterM
to their choices and
likely to ever matter in their lives,
Class X and XII Board exams have beena
nﬂcﬂu-emmhdwlivmoi’wnmd

vacy el
the right to privacy. The Court has in previous -alled for a appli-
cation of the right to privacy, exercised against the state and a fellow citizen.

Allowing covert evidence in i ial disputes is It could have a

beulruunotherklndsd matrimonial issues, including marital rape, where the ques-
tionof how cr ewillbe raised. Even as the SC hasallowed
covert evidence, trial courts will still have to balance the relevance of such evidence, as

«m nmes have left students, parents and
it the i of

The Class XI|

critical because the results would determine

Class X and XII Board
exams have been a mil

West use it as an indicator of academic cali-

htFurhvanuJumya:mmmmxdym
India, the XII

Errors, typos and mis-

prints.a

ument, is now just amlher D pmul

nymglpdemdrmuuhs“&(mﬂnmlaw

teachers g to adjust

Test (CLAT), ken by

huhenewruhly Theyarei

one lakh 2024, isacase

proach to asslp\mtnu and tests, many of

work

orattend school
(China, with whom we like to compare our-
selves, has an exacting exam at the end o{

in point, an array of

‘worded questions and wrong answers, sev-
eral students filed cases against the
o S

ducts CLAT, After the Supreme Court’s inter-
v!nunn. results were declared after a five-

:ﬂnxlullnd('.mbaﬂm"m
The Gaok

This year

JEE ! ofi

whether

mnﬁ!rw&vmdmwzmryumltg In

y

event in the lives of

¥ generations of Indians, But
Common University Entrance Test (CUET) in iKY

which college you got admission into,
However, with the introduction of the

vy X s ik S S A e ges in higher education
i to those in pursuing a in recent times have left
BA/BCom ! &ti'llrz engineering, there students, parents and
FreEZE FRAME E P Unny ::%E}l’m' edical l':“"“" m;ndm ?t‘M‘hL’l’?i puu!cd a?mu! the
allhave w importance of these Board
oam: exams. The Class XIT Boards
Move 0\&\ Tesia, m& CMis inthe XII Boards of 45-50 per cent. So the ques- were critical because the

Son s Whyshould stdents cave sbout xha: results would determine
which college you got
admission into.

The Board exams hold great importance
only for the tiny skice of well-heeled Indians

the

Fora 16-17 yearold, a public exam is their
first brush with the *system”, They trust the
process and assume that thrrsulduhmul

port for high-school students to reach exam asitshould, Whenitdoesn't,itis
halls and enforces noise control ashodk, Cynicism. and their
around exam centres. fiu i

On the other hand, we have a dozen dif-
ferent exams, most of which are muv.-d m
controversy because either they have
hahduMmemsmMpaperm
NEET 2024 paper leak was only the most
high profile among a long line of such fias-
o s

state, the mere pursuit of higher education in
India is daunting and designed to frustrate
rather than nurture! talent. The grind
that children put in for their Boud exams

arharp\npmmmﬂ! responsibly,
fairly, That's a small ask for

as 70 paper leaks in the past decade from
competitive exams to state hxgh—sd\nd ex-
ams across Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Telangana,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Bihar. Months
later, if atall, th again,

dividend, expected
to give India its competitive edge for the next
couple of decades,

hor of OTP Please!

' v | Jury 21,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

KANISHKA MYSTERY

THE SOVIET UNION denied reports that the
Air India Kanishka had been brought down
by a Soviet *It seems that there
are always people who like to put the tag
Made in USSR on every red brick that might
fall from an old balcony of a London or New
York House on the head of a helpless
passerby," the TASS political commentator
Sergei Kulik said in reference to a report by
the London Daily Mail.

FLASH FLOODS
. FLASH FLOODS AND heavy rains have

epaper.indianexpresscom BEE BB

claimed 23 lives in Punjab, 16 of them in
Jalandhar, and disrupted rail

mittee of the AIML and its state council was

in the state. In Bihar, the overall flood situa-
tianworsened in at least five districts. The sit-

leader, P M Aboobacker, The LDF's strength in

the tate

alsogrim,withthe

ber AIML

Ganga in full fury at Farakka and Manikghat
inMaldadistrict. However, it was yet totouch
the danger mark.

AIML LEAVES LDF

THEALLINDIA Muslim League (AIML)

to sever its 11-year-old alliance with the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
walked out of the Left Democratic Front in

‘ways with the Marxist-led front.

PUNJAB POLLS

'WHILE THE UNION agricultural minister, Buta

Singh, hinted at holding elections in Punjabin

the near future, the AICC (1) General Secretary
i il inDelhi

mkmminwmsmm&-
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A long list

The designation of TRF as a terror group

should put more pressure on Pakistan

he decision of the U.S. to designate The
Resistance Front (TRF) group that
claimed responsibility for the P
terror attack in April 2025, as a Foreign Terrorist
Organization (FTO) and a Specially Designated
Global Terrorist is a development that should un-
dergird the global fight against terror. The Minis-
try of External Affairs has called it "a timely and
important step”. For one, the U.S. State Depart-
ment has acknowledged the severity of the Pahal-
gam attack. It also names the TRF as a “front and
mey" for the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which Pa-
stan claims it has rendered “defunct”. Even
though the U.S. added groups such as the LeT
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad to its FTO list in 2001,
they have masterminded attacks in India since
then. The U.S, has also made amends for
the TRF's name having been kept out of the UN
Security Council (UNSC) resolution condemning
the Pahalgam attack, apparently at Pakistan’s
behest, but with the concurrence of the U.S. and
other P-5 members. It is hoped that the designa-
tion will now help India’s case in designating the
TRFuthEUNSC, undzrt!!lﬂﬂ&:mnmtufnr

also the tr:

legal pursuit of those behind the attack.

While this is a positive step, it is necessary to
put the Trump's administration’s other actions
since the Pahalgam attack into perspective. After
India launched Operation Sindoor, the U.S, has
countered India's narrative on the four-day con-
flict on several occasions. Mr. Trump, as well as
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, have re| dly
made the claim that the U.S. negotiated the India-
Pakistan ceasefire, and averted a nuclear conflict
by using trade ties as leverage - an equivalence
which Pakistan has been happy to endorse. Mr.
Trump's unprecedented White House lunch and
praise for the Pakistan military chief, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir, came hours after the govern-
ment had said that Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di had cleared the picture with Mr. Trump, and
brings into question just how much pressure the
U.S. is willing to put on Pakistan to act against ter-
rorism. The Trump administration had held out
the promise of doing more to support India in its
fight against terrorism by fast-tracking the extra-
dition, in April, of Tahawwur Hussain Rana, who
was wanted by India for the 2008 Mumbai at-
tacks. It is hoped that the TRF's listing means that
the U.S. is recommitting to that objective. Given
that the real challenge lies more in credibly end-
ing Pakistan’s support to these groups, New Delhi
must focus on its efforts, diplomatic as well as le-
gal, to ensure justice for the victims and to pre-
vent further terrorist acts.

Republican rumblings
Donald Trump s faci e from
within his own support base

resident Donald Trump, under pressure

from a segment of his support base, has
instructed his Attorney General, Pam
Bondi, to request a court to unseal grand jury
ipts related to sex offender and former
friend of the President, Jeffrey Epstein. While Mr.
Trump had vowed, even during his presidential
campaign, to unveil the files, in recent days he
has faced mounting pressure to supply all rele-
vant and new rmmmgmdmc-se
The latest turn in the murky saga relating to Mr.
Thnnpsmmzssoumnldmlipna'n,lhﬂmn-
er financier who died by suicide in a New York
prison cell in 2019 while awaiting trial on sex traf-
ficking charges, came after a report claimed that
Mr. Trump, in 2003, sent a “bawdy” birthday let-
ter to Epstein with references to a shared “se-
cret”. Mr. Trump has filed a libel lawsuit against
the newspaper and its publisher Rupert Mur-
dodl He went on to past, on the Truth Social
“Based on the ridiculous amount of pu-
izlldtyyvenm]eﬁrzyzpsmm,lhmukdnmr
ney General Pam Bondi to produce any and all
pemmmcmldyurytesunmly subjznmt:oun

This SCAM, i by the Demo-
crus should end, r\;hl now!”.

Mr. Trump's publicity woes regarding Epstein
have been compounded, however, not due to any
action by Democrats, but the fact that far-right
MAGA groups, including conspiracy theorists
such as QAnon, who believe that the U.S. govern-
ment, media, and financial worlds are controlled
byehwsasoaatedwh.hagluhnldmdmtmf
ficking have been
on the admini: within Republi n circles.
Even prior to the latest report linking Mr. Trump
and Epstein, the President had said that some
*“stupid Republicans... have fallen into the net” in
asking for more information to be released. Now,
it is possible that lawmakers in the House of Re-
presentatives will have the opportunity to vote
on the decision to release the documents relating
to the prosecution of Epstein, relying on a legisla-
tive mechanism known as a “discharge petition”.
A bipartisan team, led by Republican Thomas
Massie and Democrat Ro Khanna, has proj
this petition under the moniker of the “Epstein
Files Transparency Act”, which, if it is passed
with 218 signatures, could require the Attorney
General to “make publicly available ... all unclas-
sified records, documents, communications, and
investigative materials in the possession of the
Department of Justice...” relating to Epstein. Mr.
Trump may soon discover that while it helps his
policy agenda to have a federal government tri-
fecta and a sympathetic Supreme Court, his polit-
ical prospects ultimately rest upon his support
base, and it is one that is capable of abruptly
turning the tide against him.

T

Reform cannot wait, aviation safety is at stake

he Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau's preliminary report on the Air
India Boeing 787 air crash in
Ahmedabad, on June 12, 2025, was
released last week, on July 12, The report remains
inconclusive, with critical uncertainties on
whether pilot action was inadvertent or
deliberate. 1 would argue that the lack of faith
among pilots and those who track aviation like
myself about the robustness of the investigation
and its findings, — whether correct or not
emanate from a deep lack of trust in the entire
aviation system in India that often penalises its
personnel, excessively, rather than holding
airfines and regulators to equal scrutiny.
Twould like to use this rtunity to, once
again, call for a complete reform in the aviation

permeate
includes fair employment terms and, cmnnlly
mmmzmalhunhmwn!wutwnim:

in the
mundugufandlnmnfmmmefuralruwna
tmewhenlhccuﬂ!mlysmm ironically,
their psychological well-being.

The complex web of aviation safety is highly
tsdmlcameywsolsmdy aviation
professionals have helped me understand its
intricate technicalities. The aviation system
broadly involves multiple elements: the aircraft
itself (design, airworthiness, and maintenance)
and the people who operate it (maintenance
engineers, technicians, pilots and cabin crew).
These are, broadly, the responsibility of the
airline operator, while airport infrastructure, air
traffic control systems and its personnel are the
responsibility of the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) and/or the aerodrome operator. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
regulatory control over airfines, the AAl and the
airport operators. The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) has supervisory control over the DGCA
and the AAL Aviation accidents never result from
a single failure but stem from multiple failures
that align together, as in the Swiss cheese model.
Each safety layer has flaws (holes); when these
holes align across layers, an accident occurs.

The fight for through courts
I have filed over 15 Public Interest Litigations (PIL)
in the various High Courts and the Supreme
meuflndnaﬁ:rstudylumelmhlmwun
aviation technicalities, regulations and data. 1
approached the judiciary because aviation
authorities in charge of safety, became the
violators. No one is held accountable for air
mlhslxlhehvenluﬂ mtumri’nembuldmmg

snfuyhluchucancw;edeahs\

Court interventions have saved lives, as seen in
the case of the crash in 2018 at Ghatkopar,
Mumbai, when a small plane fell into a building
site. In 2016, the Bombay High Court had issued a
stay that halted construction near Mumbai
airport. Had it not been issued, a 13-storey
building would have stood in its hmalhu'ne..

Mumbai's airspace is among
hann‘lmlsﬂubllly lh!reamavzvSIX)ﬁvuﬂcll

kil radius and in
violmonoiﬂrhmu Horizontal Surface (IHS)
criteria. Despite a pending PIL, obstacles in the
no-obstacle approach and take-off funnel rose
from 125 in 2010 to over 1,000 in 2025,
highlighting

is the President,
Kerala High Court
Advocates

Association, and has
been fighting far
aviation safety for
over a decade

The air crash in
Ahmedabad Is a
moment for
action — a
genuine ‘culture
of safety’ must
flow to every
layer of India's

misrepresentation by the DGCA, the AAl airport
operators, mdﬂwMoCAbdm!thombny
H@Cmﬂadtheughcmbeenmlumrd

Regulatory loopholes that pose a threat
Until 2008, airspace around airports was strictly
regulated. The Aircraft Act and Statu Order
988 of 1988 enabled the strict control
construction of buildings around airports. In
2008 zmnmmrymmmkmewasfmmed,

the legal i that
once ensured obstacle-free zones. It approved 25
buildings in prime locations in Mumbai using an
aeronautical study conducted by the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
which ought not to have been a part of a move to
recommend construction which was illegal and of
extra height. By the time ICAO distanced itself
from the misuse of aeronautical studies, the AAI
had begun conducting its own assessments which
were less stringent.

The appellate committee granted permission
for extra height recklessly. Around the year 2015,
these obstacles, in addition to being physical
barriers to safe flight movements, began
interfering with radar and communication
signals. The appellate committee also came out
with guidelines and capped the maximum height
at 90 metres in the Inner Horizontal Surface (IHS)
and recorded that "any further deterioration in
obstacle profile in and around airport is likely to
aggravate the situation”. Despite this, the
appellate committee allowed obstacles to come
lmmthunptmnyjeopardmrgsfe&gm

ﬂmkﬂdpmuﬂadtﬁesﬁktywdmumwuyvm

igh
The panel comprised officials entrusted with
aviation safety and included a Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, a Joint Director
General in the DGCA, and a Member (Air
N:vipdunServks)mlheAAl 'nvus.any
c about judged by
rhevu'ymnmsmumnnnedmﬂn
Under pressure after a PIL on obstacles, the
MoCA amended the 2015 Rules to limit the no
objection certificate (NOC) validity to 12 years —
an admission of the issue but an evasion of
responsibility. How does the MoCA justify
approving 100-floor buildings when it knows that
45 floors would become illegal in 12 years? This
raises critical questions. What are the
s that exist to demolish floors that
become illegal after the expiry of the NOC?
‘What began in Mumbai has now spread across
India. Even greenfield airport projects such as
Navi Mumbai (Maharashtra) and Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) have obstacles sprouting around them.
Navi Mumbai Airport will start operations with a
“displaced threshold” - which means aircraft will
be unable to use the full runway because of the
obstacles and increasing risks to air safety,
thereby turning the airport into a monument of
corruption and indifference by aviation
thorities.

aut e
There is widespread systemic breakdown.

as seen during the engine failure issue (Pratt
&Whitney) that IndiGo experienced in 2017-18.
Second, aircraft maintenance standards.
Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (AMEs) work
under severe stress without duty time limits. The
DGCA has allowed airlines to delegate AME tasks
to less-qualified, lower-paid “technicians” - a
cost-cutting move that undermines safety.
Duty-time limitations recommended for AMEs by
the court of inquiry following the crash in
Mangaluru (May 2010) remain uni nted.
Third, the flight crew. Airlines violate Flight
Time Duty l.imixznnm for pilots, and the DGCA
grants exemptions which allow pilots who are
fatigued to operate. The DGCA's unique NOC
requirement restricts pilot mobility across
airlines, mcmm stress and emblmg lhimel to

the goal of profit, adopting policies that
ounsinemly undermine safety. Despim the DGCA

| for safety vi airline
officials often retain high positions, controlling
operations. DGCA-appointed officers in airlines,
who are expected to enforce compliance, often
have no real authority, making accountability
toothless.

Fifth, air traffic management. The AAI faces a
severe shortage of Air Traffic Controller Officers
!A'I\ZO) mlﬂuekhnhubeenﬂagpdtmhy

bnmaesmmmhnsmtyztbeenlmplmmmd
Duty-time li for ATCOs

by the Mangalore Court of Inquiry — remain
unimplemented.

Sixth, silencing whistle-blowers.
Whistle-blowers are often demoted, transferred,
or terminated — a trend that has discouraged the
reporting of critical safety issues in the AAland
airlines.

When aerodromes operate in violation of
safety standards, any other shortcomings in any
of the other components become potentially fatal

- as seen in Ghallmwr (2018), Kmhllnde (2020),
and now Ahmedabad (2025). N ki in
aviation stems from a lack of safety cullure not
ignorance. Crashes are not mere “accidents” —
they are the inevitable result of years of systemic
neglect and policy violations, Without immediate
systemic improvements, the next disaster will not
wait for five years, but is just around the comer.

The role of the judiciary is important

The judiciary, which has always been the silver
lining in India’s constitutional set-up, has been
inactive on aviation issues, relying on the state’s
technical expertise on the subject. It must
addmslhedettrmﬂonmthemnmseclu
and hold authorits ble. Addit

the judiciary's conservative approach to valuing
human life needs to change.

In India, human life is undervalued, for
example, as seen in railway accidents and motor
wehicle deaths - a few lakhs of rupees. When this
is the worth of a human life, safety upgrades that
cost crores of rupees become easier for

keholders to fiate and

First, aircraft design and airworthiness. The
DGCA's limited internal technical ¢ forces

ignore.
reform is needed. The aviation

inobeavermliamonfntmmguﬁumnmhn
the Federal Aviation Administration (U.S.) and the

opacity and

system

Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA),

system requires accountability, oversight and a
safety-over-profit commitment.
Reform cannot wait. Lives are at stake.

India can reframe the Artificial Intelligence debate

ess than three years ago, ChatGPT dragged
artificial intelligence (Al) out of research
laboratories and into living rooms,
classrooms and parliaments. Leaders sensed the
shock waves instantly. Despite an already
cmwded;umnilnkmdar.mmy
} on Al followed in quick
‘When New Delhi hosts the Al Impact Summit in
February 2026, it can do more than break
imendanceremrds It can show that

can steer Al

for the public guod.

India can bridge the divide

But the geopolitical climate is far from smooth.
War continues in Ukraine. West Asia teeters
between flareups. Trade walls are rising faster
than regulators can respond. Even the Paris Al
Summit (February 2025), meant to unify, ended
in division. The United States and the United
Kingdom rejected the final text. China welcomed
it. The very forum meant to protect humanity’s
digital future faces the risk of splintering. India
has the standing and the credibility to bridge
these divides.

India's Ministry of Electronics and Information
Techndogybeganpmpimmuinmnm In
llmnﬂldleMyﬁovphlfmn Students,
researchers, startups, and civil society groups
submitted ideas.

The brief was simple: show how Al can
advance inclusive growth, improve development,
and protect the planet. These ideas will shape the
agenda and the final declaration. This turned the
consultation into capital and gave India a

is a former Indian
Permanent

Representative to the
United Nations and,
currently, Dean,
Kautilya Scheol

af Public Palicy,
Myderabad

As the host of
the Al Impact

! ic edge no previous host has enjoyed
Here are five suggestions rooted in India's digital
experience. They are modest in cost but can be
rich in credibility.

Pledges and report cards
First, measure what matters. India's digital tools
prove that technology can serve everyone.
Aadhaar provides secure identity to more than a
billion people. The Unified Payments Interface
(UP1) moves money in seconds. The Summit in
2026 can borrow that spirit. Each delegation
could announce one clear goal to achieve within
12 months. A company might cut its data centre
electricity use. A university could offer a free Al
course for rural girls. A government might
translate essential health advice into local
using AL All pledges could be listed on
a public website and tracked through a
scoreboard a year later. Report cards are more
interesting than press releases.

Second, bring the global South to the frant
row. Half of humanity was missing from the
leaders” plmmnuthﬁms\unmt That
must not happen again. As a leader of the Global
South, lndnmmmdenvwrmhnveumdea
participation as passible.

India should also push for an Al for Billions
Fund, seeded by development banks and Gulf
hvmr: vmmcmnldpayfurdwdcmms,

ip local k datasets. India

X next
year, India can
set the course
steering Al for
the public good

before the closing dinner. The message is simple:
talent is everywhere, and not just in California or
Beijing.

Third, create a common safety check. Since
the Bletchley Summit in 2023 (or the Al Safety
Summit 2023), experts have urged red teaming
and stress tests. Many national Al safety institutes
have sprung up. But no shared checklist exists.
India could endeavour to broker them into a
Global Al Safety Collaborative which can share
red team scripts, incident logs and stress tests on
any model above an agreed compute line. Our
own institute can post an open evaluation kit
with code and datasets for bias robustness.

Fourth, offer a usable middle road on rules.
ﬂ!UniudSumfunl!lvyregulzthn.mmpe
rolls out its Al Act. China trusts state control.
Most nations want something in between. India
can voice that balance. It can draft a voluntary
frontier Al code of conduct. Base it on the Seoul
pledge but add teeth. Publish external red team
results within 90 days. Disclose compute once it
crosses a line. Provide an accident hotline.

Fifth, avoid fi i d
serve no one. ﬂleu.s.andClunney!eachudler
across the frontier Al race. New Delhi cannot
erase that tension but can blunt it. The summit
agenda must be broad, inclusive, and focused on
global good.

The path for India

India cannot craft a global Al authority in one
week and should not try. It can stitch together
what exists and make a serious push to share Al
capacity with the global majority. If India can
turn participation into progress, it will not just be
hosting a summit. It will reframe its identity on a

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

claim remarks on jets”, July 20). security and reputation. Ensure road route, drive in a reckless lights, causing difficulty to
The U.S. President, Donald India cannot afford to Noﬂung will be lost if an Omni bus drivers, especially | manner. The vehicles also other road users. The police
Trump, seems to have remain silent Mr. onthe | on the Madurai to Chennai have very powerful head and RTO officers must act.
di another claim — Trump makes a serious issue is tabled in the S, Prakash,
th':’med jets were downed rem':r"t, especially when it monsoon session of Comractions & Closiications . X Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu
during the India-Pakistan one that has direct Parliament. ",::':;,::“ '.';,':J tht, n;’;"g;:?m}:‘mm Sk m:: Letters emailed to
conflict (Front page, "Cong. | implications for the V. Johan Dhanskumar, [y 20, 202) were reversed. letters@thehindu.co.in
seeks clarity over Trump's country’s image, identity, Chennai must carry the postal address.
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Temples of social justice

ecently, a political
controversy erupted in
Tamil Nadu on the

issue of diverting
temple funds for building colleges.
Beyond the political debates, the
issue throws light on a unique
social justice model around the
regulation of secular practices
associated with religion. This
model, predominantly developed
in the erstwhile Madras
Presidency, draws strength from a
200-year-old legislative framework
which continues till date. It has
gained more acceptance in south
India. As elections approach in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, darity on
the issue will help diffuse attempts
to polarise voters around it.

Religious endowments law
Through the Religious
Endowment and Escheats
Regulation 1817, the East India
Cmnpany set up the earliest
lative architecture around

r!gulznnn of religious
endowments. When the British
Crown assumed direct control
over Indian territories in 1858,
Queen Victoria issued a
proclamation stating that the
sovereign would restrict
interference in religious affairs.
This was necessary as there was
concern about losmg hm from the

British pwemmem from religious
affairs was not complete. In fact,
in the Madras Presidency, various
British officials argued for
continued oversight of religious
endowments, Finally, the British
government settled for a balanced

: the sovereign would not
interfere with practices that were
essentially religious, such as
rituals, but would exercise control
over the lands and secular aspects
of the religious endowments.

The idea of the government
supervising religious institutions
came to be crystallised when the
Justice Party was elected in 1920,
One of the earliest legislative
interventions by the Justicites was
Bill No. 12 of 1922: Hindu Religious

Manuraj
Shunmugasundaram
Advocate practising
before the Migh Court of
Madras

and DMK spokesperson

Endowments Act. When it was
introduced in the Madras
Legislative Council, it faced

and upheld by constitutional
courts. Among the permissible
uses of surplus funds under the

Caught in the crossfire

Universities in Kerala cannot be made pawns in an ideologi

I STATE OF PLAY

oppasition, mainly due to the 1959 Act is the establish and
provision in the law that allowed maintenance of universities or
surplus temple funds to be colleges (Section 66). These Sarath Babu George
diverted for other purp ions are also sarath bgifchehinu.co.in

The nub of the issue was required to make available the
whether funds provided toa of the Hindu religion or wver more than half a
temple could be used for secular indu temple architecture. Seen decade, the relation-
purposes. The matter was debated | within this framework, building ship between the Ker-
and settled in 1925, when the law colleges from temple funds is not ala government and the Raj

only legal, but a logical extension

revised version of the plenary law, | of these provisions.
including the current law — The
Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Social justice legacy
Charitable Endowments Act, 1959 | The controversy around the use of
~ has retained the provision of temple funds cannot be restricted
surplus funds. to discussing legal propositions,
Swetha Section 36 of the 1959 Act h it also carries ideologi
Sethubaskaran permits the mm of religi and litical In
Advocste i the pre-colonial era, the
before the High Court surplus fundl for any motivation for the rulers to
of Madras listed under the law, with the prior | support large-scale endowments

Any argument
against
government
control of
temple affairs
would be
striking at the
root of social
Justice

sanction of the Commissioner.
‘Surplus’ means any amount
ining after ad

was that the temples acted as
channels through which state

provisions have been made for the

could be allotted for
important welfare projects.

maintenance of the temple and Through colonial rule, the British
training of its officials. Actalso | East India Company and the
the Joint r van viewed sovereign

or the Depuzmd! I in the
appropriate in cmwhem of temple affairs as necessary for
the original purpose has become reasons of revenue and
impossible to ﬁllﬁl. maintenance of local control.

Endowments to temples have a Over the last century, the
long and rich history. Tem, Self-Respect Movement, which
received lavish donations from the | emerged from the Madras
sovereign rulers from as far back dency, viewed the Lati

as in 970 AD, when the Chola
empire was at its peak. Historian

uflzmplesandov:r!@!oﬂhelr
resources as a critical feature of

Anirudh Kanisetti writes that anti-caste reforms. Without this,
Sembiyan Mahadevi, a Chola there would have been no temple
queen, made strategic donations entry legislation in 1936 and 1947,
of land and kind to temples. The Today, Tamil Nadu and Kerala are
practice continued during the among the few States where
Vijayanagara kingdom. Temples governments have appointed
were not just places of worship; priests from backward classes
they were socio-cultural hubs and zﬁtrapmlmgedlegalsu'ugg!z
were also used for ed

purposes. This is confirmed by the zgams ngmmzmmnm:lo(
inscriptions on temple walls and temple affairs would be striking at
the spacious mandapams (pillared | the root of social justice. The role
halls) which were used to hold of the government in ensuring that
educational or cultural events. So surplus funds are appropriated in

would also support the theory of
utilising temple resources for
educational purposes.

The 1959 Act has been tested

a lawful manner is settled. Any
reversal of this would only result
in a set back of the long legacy of
social justice and religious reforms
that south India has pi d

Bhavan has deteriorated.
Where there was ceremonial
civility and mutual respect
earlier, there is now friction,
partisanship, and constitu-
tional brinkmanship. And
caught in this crossfire are Ker-

ala's public universities,

Smcessive Gmmun - Arif

K.S. Anil Kumar issued orders
to cancel the event, reportedly
at the advice of the Qyndkmc,
which is d Left-

revocation.

The Governor and the go-
vernment also continue to
spar over the appointments of
interim  Vice-Chancellors,
with each attempting to assert
their ideological and adminis-
trative primacy in the higher
education sector. While the
Left claims that campuses are
being influenced by the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), the Governor’s office
claims that there is excessive
political interference by the
State. Mr. Arlekar’s ideological

ity to the RSS and his

leaning members. The Gover-
nor was informed of the can-

d K
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlpknr

have

llation, but chose to go to
the Senate Hall nevertheless.

puhhc admiration for Hindut-
va ideologue V.D. Savarkar
have only heightened ten-
sions. With little ngn of a
thaw, the

clashed
vnth the CPI(M)-led Left De-
mocratic Front (LDF) govern-
ment, especially over matters
pertaining to higher educa-
tion. Increasingly, l)|ese dIS

The p P
amid student protests and pol-
itical tensions.

A week later, the Vice-
Chancellor in-charge, Moha-
lhmm Kunnummal, smpendad

e In

putes are no longer

or rhetorical; they are affect-
mglhefuncmmngofaadan

ic institutions.

This dysfunction is most
dmmm in the ongoing dea-
the appointment of
Vice-Chancellors. Thirteen of
14 State universities,
where the Governor serves as
Chancellor, have been without
permanent Vice-Chancellors
for months or even years. The
logjam arises from disagree-
ments between the govern-
ment and the Governor's x::f

the

fice over the

the Syndicate convened a

meeting, and despite the Vice-

Chancellor formally adjourn-

ing and exiting the meeting,

proceeded to revoke the sus-

pension, citing procedural
h. The

tens to erode public fan.h m

The Inngr this constitu-
tional tug-ofwar continues,
the greater the risk of irrepara-
ble harm to not just the repu-
tations of these institutions,
but also to the lives of thou-
sands of students whose aca-
demic and pmfessional fu-
tures are in limbo.

has

L ity of Kerala, dlaCo

given way to an unprecedent-
ed situation where both the
suspended Registrar and his
temporary replacement claim
to hold the same office.

As the stand-off persisted,

chin University of Science and
Technology, and the Mahatma
Gandhi University ranked bet-
ween 9th and th places
among State public universi-
ties in the NIRF India Rank-

search-cum-selection commit-
tees, eﬁecnvaly stalling leader

ship | returned to the
institutions. university only on July 18 and
The current flashpoint of | cleared the backlog, reported-

this crisis is the University of
Kerala. On June 25, a private
event at the university's Se-
nate Hall was abruptly can-
celled on the grounds that it
featured a controversial depic-
tion of ‘Bharat Mata” holding a
saffron flag. Citing violations

of university norms,

ly under the Governor’s ad-
vice. Even then, Higher Edu-
cation Minister R. Bindu's
attempt to broker a truce has
yielded little  substantive
change. The Vice-Chancellor
remains adamant on the legiti-
macy of the suspension, while
the i insists on its

students bore the brunt. Prot- | ings 2024. Their risks
ests malmed and essential being undnne by mmmued
in- p and
cluding the i issuance of degree | the increasing politicisation of
certificates, came to a halt. Dr. | academic governance.

Kerala's universities de-
serve better. They cannot be
made pawns in an ideological
war; they need autonomy, lea-
dership, and stability. If the
State’s constitutional actors
cannot rise above their en-
trenched positions, the stu-
dents, and the credibility of
Kerala's academic institutions,
will ultimately have to pay the
price.

[ DATA POINT |

h KR
over wheth-

he
T er the BJP will support a
TDP candidate in the up-
coming Jubilee Hills by-poll signals
a broader realignment in Telanga-
na's political landsca

The 2023 Asses
marked a rupture in Telangana's
political trajectory. The decade-
long dominance of the BRS, for-
merly the Telangana Rashtra Sa-
mithi, came to an end as the Con-
gress returned to power under
Revanth Reddy. While the spot-
light has been on the Congress's
resurgence, it is the unfolding re-
entry of the TDP and the consoli-
dation of the BJP-TDP-JSP alliance
that holds deeper implications for
the political landscape. To assess
what this reshuffling portends, it is
essential to revisit the historical
trajectories of vote share transfers,
sodial base shifts, and evolving pat-
terns of caste and party alignment.

The TDP's renewed interest in
Telangana is a strategic return
rooted in its historical strength.
From 1985 to 1999, it consistently
won over 45% of seats in the re-
gion, drawing support from Back-
ward Classes (BCs) such as the Ya-
davs, Gouds, Mudirajs, Munnuru
Kapus, and settler Kammas in
southern Telangana. Post-2001,
due to its ambiguous stance on

hood, its vote share d d
from 38.46% in 1999 to 15.32% in
2014, and to 0% in 2023 when it
did not contest.

Correlation analysis of histori-
cal vote shares reveals a strong ne-
gative correlation (-0.89) between
the TDP and the BRS, suggesting
that the BRS's rise was built sub-
stantially on the crumbling edifice
of the TDP's support base. This
trend was visible across key dis-
tricts (Table). In Kanmnagur, the
TDP's vote share eted from
46.5% (1999) to 0% (2023), while

elections

Wil the BIP-TDP alliance signal litical fault line? | g e
l alnance signai a new pouucai jaultt ane: The MoA T
Telangana is entering a competitive three-cornered phase, but one with asymmetrical stakes
FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 21, 1975
to 37.9% over the same period. In | alternative amid a fractured oppo- SeC()ﬂd |lnk-up da
Medak, the TDP's fall from 47.5% | sition. Its vote share rose from - H 5
to0 0% coincided with the BRS'srise | 28.65% in 2018 to 39.40% in 2023, Th ree Way con teSt dlﬁhmr
to 45.3%. In each case, the migra- | and it gained significant mm in  Thedata was sourced from the Election Commission of India and Indlavotes
tion of BC votes and settler votes | southern districts. These gains Moscow, July 20: Soviet space scientists spem
from the TDP to the BRS was cru- | came predominantly from tmdl 'r’::"’ M"""‘“D::":‘;:‘ of various 9‘;‘" in ‘“':;'Y "':“"";';;";“ seven cliff hanging minutes during the second
cial for the latter’s dominance. tional support among Reddys, Ma- IS Feppon. pwviod bellore bifiwrcation sleo perkaing docking operation between Apollo and Sayuz-19
However, the electoral tide be- | las, and segments of OBCs disilly. ™™ the Telangana region, even though it was part of united Andhra Pradesh then as the two spacecraft buckled and rolled and
gan to turn after 2018, The BRS, | sioned with the BRS. 0 009 0 B 0 even began to rotate, a Soviet space official
having reached its peak in that The Congress is moving beyond — %] 8.6% | 0.0% | 0.0% revealed to-day.
election with a vote share of | its traditional Reddy and Mala base - - Dr. Vladimir Syromyatnikov, the head of the
47.32%, began to lose ground due | by courting OBCs through a 42% Adilsbad ) 0.0% TS| it Soviet-American task force which designed and
to governance fatigue, internal reservation plan and by making INC 264 built the docking mechanism used to join the
fragmentation, and its failed at- | BC leader Mukesh Kumar Goud as 8 [ 8% | oow [ 33% [ 39% | 79% | 100% two spacecraft during their flight together
tempt at national expansion. As thi:ime Congmﬂ: Omchld, Its aim :s‘ Top 12.4% | 0.0% | 0.0% ;’mhwgh nr'ce. said the tmm?‘ll link-up had taken
tion grew, to chip away at support us “extreme conditions”.
among aspirational BCs and Dalits, | the BRS and BJP. This marks a con- Nizamabad l.” A The pitching and tossing about of the two
a second wave of vote transfer be- | scious attempt to reposition itself e spacecraft between 12:33 and 12:40 GMT had
gan, this time from the BRS to the | as a platform for backward caste BUP | B3% | 52% [ 27% | 3.8% | 53% | 6.9% | g been “rather unexpected”, he said. Space
BJP. The BJP's Statewide vote share | assertion in Telangana. Yet the TOP | 167% 172% | 47% | 0.0% | 0.0% controllers watching the action on their
increased from 7.10% in 2018 to | NDA is posing a challenge with a Korim: BRS 0.0% ) television screens lived through seven
13.9% in 2023, marking its best per- | broad caste alliance that includes nagar INC 10.1% emotion-filled minutes, he added.
ihe State. litl: gmwthba.as exp;“xl!my ny mn;ml:fmm OBCs, ban:ml:::y BIP | 75% | D.0% | 3.5% | 6.0% | T.0% | 62% | 129% wa‘:;::} ?!hf:c;hld;:yﬂrn“:n?dlla‘::m! :;‘d
sharp in northern Telangana: in | the BJP's cadre strength, the TDP's ToP 220% | 146% | 0.0% | 0.0% withstand all the shocks to which it was
Adilabad, the BJP grew from 7.85% | grassroots networks, and the JSP's BRS 0.0% 11.5% subjected. “We do not know the exact reasons
to 27.6%; and in Nizamabad, from | possible appeal among youth and ~ Med% e . for yesterday’s incident and specialists from the
Tribe (ST groups n norther To. | - Geographicaly, the NDA has we [emlamlom [am ] oo [am flsw) | D oo Sn ok amshsing the causes
langana, such as the Gonds, have to minimise internal fric- L. L0 “‘ % The Soviet expert said it would not have been
also extended support to the BJP. tion: the BJP consolidates its hold a 8RS 0.0% | 207% | 6.1% | “tragic” if the mechanism had buckled during
What makes this moment par- | over northern Telangana and ur- INC 16.3% 22.4% | 21.8% the docking operation because the astronauts
ticularly significant is the overlap- | ban pockets such as Hyderabad BJP | 69% | 0.0% | 0.0% | 6.6% | Ta% | 8.6% | 18.5% would have then taken immediate steps to
ping social base of the three par- | and Warangal, while the TDP is Tor Towlea% ] 1% | oo% the two sp ft ready for their
ties. Each has historically drawn | poised to recover ground in south- - - - retumn to earth.
from the same pool of Backward | em districts such as angmdn Myderabad RS [N 0.0% [ 106% | 3% | 15.0% The docking mechanisms were not directly
Classes, settler Kammas, and sec- hbut and INC 25.3% | 26.3% | 14.0% [ 17.0% | 23.3% attached to the space capsules used in the
tions of Dalits, especially the Madi- | The alliance is thus lmrzg!czlly BUP | 1529% | 153% | 10.4% [ 15.0% | 14.8% | 16.4% [ 19.4% descent to earth, Dr. Syromyatnikov noted.
gas. The BRS's dominance bet- | distributed. ToP 126% | 23% | oo%
ween 2014 and 2018 rested on its The real concern for the Con-
ability to combine Velama leader- | gress, then, is not its lack of social ..ﬂ"“ : L A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 21, 1925
ship with broad BC support. But breadth, bu(whethtntcanmm . CTRT o%, (Y .
with the NDA now consoli lise its in- we [ | 1on [ eow [ oo | oo | sow [ a2 | Indian provincial services
this fragmented social base, the | to a stable political architecture. If TOP 13.7% | 13.0% | 0.0% | 0.0%
BCnetveeka b uran entres s | Tl semimems e docre. et [ oe SIS B ol e 15 i sy ot
in urban cen ana nt an: - as er any measures were
the BJP is consolidating Madiga | tralising its leadership, it risks be- e contemplated for assimilating the pnnmn of
and Other Backward Classes | coming a spoiler in contests in- L L) T and British subjects serving
(OBCs) support in the north. The | creasingly shaped by Top 0.0% Provincial Services in India to llm of znher Civil
expectation from the JSP is to mo- | Congress-NDA rivalry. Telangana, Services in respect of the retirement on
bilise Munnur Kapus. The BRS | therefore, is entering a competi- g INC proportionate pension, Earl Winterton said that
finds itself in danger of being u‘\.v three-cnme.fed phase, but one T3 68% no general extension ol; the right to retirement
squeezed out from both ends. with asymmetrical stakes. . =y rules was ¢ but the G of
While this chum we:kzns the o India was examining, in consultation with the
BRS, it f ds Pradeep K Dantha is a palitical o localco\-ammu.dwpmbnlwyd
meCmgrusmchumrem. In consultant and Vignesh Karthik KR. isa INC % | dividual
2023, Congress won because it postdoctoral research fellon of indian and P | 04% | 0.0% | 0.0% | 0.9% | 0.0% | 0.8% | 0.6% whose cm:umslnnczs may appur to be of a very
successfully positioned itself as the Indonesian palitics at KITLY-Leiden exceptional nature.

the BRS's vote share rose from 0%
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CONTRAPUNTO

3 If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us,
do we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die?
And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge?
- SHAKESPEARE

College Cruelties

Another student suicide, another post-mortem.
Systemic deafness to student complaints lives on

n the heels of the terrible self-immolation by a 20-year-old

college student in Odisha, has come the alleged suicide of a

21-vear-old medical student in Greater Noida. Among the
common factors in the two cases, the parents say their child had been
put under extreme stress through targeted harassment by faculty
Complaints to other faculty hadn't brought any relief. There are also
letters. In the Odisha case, it seems fellow students were mobilised
to support the faculty member and isolate the complainant. In the
Greater Noida case, there is reportedly a suicide note namin
professors for harassment and humiliation. Structurally hlgher ed
provides faculty with enormous power over students - from shaping
ideas to careers. But the cor safoty that's
critical to maintaining the health of such asystem, 1

DON’T LOSE A VICTORY

Gains of Op Sindoor must be protected through long-term investments in J&K.
Bangladesh is a cautionary tale of poor post-conflict perception management

Syed Ata Hasnain

“How could we be sonaiveas toallowa
major military victory to flounder.. .50
years after the victory, we lost the very
same nation we helped create?” This
guestion has haunted many observers
of India's strategic history with
regard to Bangladesh, 1971. Answering
it becomes essential, especially as we
assess the follow-up to Operation Sindoor and India’s
long-term objectives in Jammu & Kashmir. These are
all aspects of conflict management that are
often neglected.

India's 1971 war with Pakistan, which
led to the creation of Bangladesh, was
among the most decisive military victories
aof the 20th century. It birthed a new nation
and showcased Indian military strength and

litical will. Yet, over time, the warmth
tween New Delhi and Dhaka faded into

In March, nhmtheSupremeCom‘tsetupanauonaltaskibmem
address students’ mental health concerns and prevent suicides in
higher ed institutions, it noted how student
suicides have gone past farmers killing
themselves due to agrarian distress. A lot
* of blame is put on toxic competitiveness
andthisi lssuemmquuesgmwrmspogsl:

day, is no
longer among India's reliable partners.
How did this happen? The answer lies in a
key pnnup]eof strategicaffairs: mmaung
and winning a conflict is far easier than
managing the peace that follows.
Every conflict follows a progression. It
begins with initiation - often dramatic and
kinetic. Then comes stabilisation er‘e

Complging

veness from college

cases of harassment belong to a different
category. It is an abuse of power by specific
faculty members. Itcanb icitly sexual

and legitimacy secured. After that, conflict
termination - when hostilities cease or
shift toa new equilibrium. Finally, the most

stage - conflict ion. This

in certain cases. Inother cases it can take the form of verbal crudities,
including those referencing a student’s body or caste slurs. There can
be unfair attendance, grading and assignment of coursework. How
tobe pr d from such per

In the Greater Noida case, both her family and fellows report the
studentbeing repeatedly derided in the classroom. Her parents took
up the matter with college authorities, but nothing changed. In the
Odisha case, the student went to police and to the college’s internal
complaints committee. Here, instead of relief she seems to have
found a cruel stonewalling that drove her to despair: Is UGC unaware
that many ICCs are less than rigorous in giving a proper hearing to
the complaints they receive? Even inmetrocities, principals, senior
professors, college boards and sundry others are known to put the
spanner in various inquiries. Think too how IIT-Kharagpur alone
has seen four ‘unnatural’ student deaths in seven months. Every
such suicide follows our elitest institutes admitting to ‘lapses’.
But at least when students complain, the system should spring into
action, to hear them and save them.

The New Buzz

Unregistered drones are law enforcement’s
new challenge, one that's not easily solved

ivilian drones are proving to be a new headache for law
enforcement across the country - an unsurprising fallout of
drones becoming cheaper and more widely available. In
towns and villages in western UP. for example, drones are regularly
spotted after sundown. With growing suspicions that these are
linked to local thefts or dodgy characters looking to make privacy-
violating videos, people have been forced to mount rooftop vigils.
Complaints of videography and snooping using drones, especially
in relation to sensitive govt facilities, have been growing in Tamil
Nadu. Other state authorities too are seized of the matter.
There are three i issues here. First, compliance and enforcement of
lations are ivilian
dronein lndmoneneedstomglstermedmeon
the DGCA website, obtaina remote pilot llcence

determines whether peace is lasting or temporary, and
whetherwc(or;lcm be strategically harvested.

India has lswrlcally prioritised the first two
stages, often the latter. isatelling

bled, ffered. The ab ofa
siumdcmnmﬂnurauwspace in Dhaka speaks volumes.
The iconic photograph of the Pakistani surmnder Dn
Dec 16, 1971 features no Mukti Bahini or Bangladesh:
political representative.
This disconnect struck me years later during UN
peacekeeping missions. Working alongside

The goal is not merely territorial security or threat
neutralisation, but trust-building, shared narratives,
and lasting integration of hearts and minds. This
means mvesnnz in J&K's youth, enabling their full
participation in India’s mainstream, and building
pride in a pluralistic national identity. It also means
fostering fr across states and faiths and

army contingents, I noticed discomfort when Indian
officers invoked 1971 as a basis for camaraderie. Rather
than nostalgia, it often evoked silence or unease. None
of ushadbeen hnefedun thnssenumem because few in

creating platforms where Kashmiri youth don't feel
“othered” or under suspicion.

We must also stay alert to emerging threats in
psychological, coemtm and nnunl dmmms areas

our military po ry

ip. Perhaps our Pakistan fixati

ies will try to exploit

The war of narratives is no less critical
than the war of weapons. Psychological
operations, disinformation.  Al-driven
pememmn shaping, and dxglmllv stoked
grievances will form tomorrow’s battle-
fronts. Are our institutions resilient enough

itof Aug5andOp Sind
over thelong haul?

The answer must be yes. But only if we
remain vigilant and wise. History warns us
that victory becomes deferred
conflict. The Treaty of Versailles ended
World War I with pomp, only to sow the
seeds of World War IL The 2003 Iraq War
toppled Saddam Hussein but fractured the
region. Victory, if not consolidated, creates
space for the defeated to re-emerge. India
now has a umque opportunity to shape a
new era of peace in J&K. To achieve that,
we must avoid complacency, stay alert to

tothelongroad.
's post-1971 journey is a
y tale. It reminds us that nations are built

wed that necessity [ wonder if itstill does
This lack of post-conflict political and psychol
is something we must avoid repeatme inthe

example. After the Pakistani surrender, we withdrew
early, released over 93,000 prisoners of war, and
facilitated Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's return. But we
assumed Bangladesh’s gratitude meant no further
investment was needed. We saw its independence as
our gift, forgetting that its people had fought for their
freedom with their own national ethos.

In hindsight, we did little to nurture BamJadesh 5
mmnnal utenm) or suppun us sanse u{ agency in

context of Op Sindoor and the broader transformation
in J&K since Aug 5, 2019. The abrogation of Article 370
was & tectonic political step, akin to a revolution. Op
Sindoor followed six years later. aimed at deterring
Pakistan’s asymmetric warfare and dismantling
terrorist infra. Tactically and operationally, Sindoar
was a success. Strategically, it put Pakistan on the
back foot. But will this victory endure?
™ .

le. Conflict resolution in Kashmir -

endorsed the sacrifices of the Mukti Bahini and the

like in Banglal ~ will be long and demanding.

not just hy hatdes, but by the stories and sentiments
that follow. By the respect shown to partners, and
emotional bridges constructed long after the last
bullet is fired. Bangladesh's choices today are shaped
by internal churn, regional dynamics, and broader
contestations. Its leadership is confused and diffused.
Anuanced diplomatic ~one that acknow!
the pride of the Bangladeshi people in their liberation
and co-creates a shared historical narrative - can
re-anchor the Indo-Bangla relationship.

Applying this lesson to post-Sindoor J&K is equally
important.
The writer (s a furmer commander of the Srinagar-based
Chtnar Corps

Marathi Vs Hindi: Stakes Are Higher Than Politics

World history is full of examples of how a language extinction devastates the socio-cultural
foundations of the region in which it is spoken. This is what ‘language liberalism’ doesn’t get

Prabodhan Pol and Sumeet Mhaskar

In recent weeks, it's
been Maharashtra
that's been the battle-
gmund of the three-

dissent. This may be partly explained by the scarcity of
‘-larnlh:spenkmg Journalists and cultural practitioners

English and Hindi media

Itiscrucial torecognise that protests against langu-

age imposition are not merely sectarian or chauvinistic

acts. Instead, they also reflect growing anxiety about

formula
by National
Educauon Pahq (NEP) 2020. The policy requires
schools to teach three lnnguagm wuh ax leasl (vm of
them being Indian

Euage

regional ges within a broader
homogenising nationalist agenda.

But historically, mmonnl linguistic assertions in

non-| -Hindi speaking regions have been dis-

states have feared that the lhud lamuxge would
effectively become Hindi.

rian and seen as potential
barrierstothe‘greater’ goal of natio-
nal integration. Even in the early
20th century nationalist politics

In April, it was Tamil Nadu govt that
opposed this Union govt move. In Maharashtra, too,
opposmon to this pnlw) has been simmering for some

time, mirroring the response in Tamil Nadu. But in June,
prvles(sesmlmed hem Thev i when

played a pivotal role in eleva-
ting Hindi to a position of
national legitimacy, often at
Ty of other regi

schools issueda
making Hindi a cumpulsar) thlrd lanzuage for all
\lamlhl d Engli 1t05.

The current push for
Hindi in schools accelerates

and be aware of flying regulations, i
locations of no-fly zones. But most privatedrone
operators don't bother; and there are now lakhs
of unregistered drones. As of April this year,
only 32,000 were registered against an estimated
GL-plus drones in the country.

Second, despite the fact that import of drones is banned in India,
foreign drones - especially of illegal Chinese make - are found
across grey markets throughout the country. Chinese drones are
actually smuggled across India's porous borders. They

of the of Hindi languag
grew stronger, Uddhav and Raj Thackeray also became
involved in the protests, along with numerous social
and political or &vrsu this iti

thisagenda

Not only does it establish

hierarchies among langua-

ge& but such po!\c)e! ulsn

has anchored usell' in protecting hﬁram: EURES

and identity. This is why it remains in place even after
forcing the state govt to withdraw its original orders.
While Uddhav and Raj Thackeray have led the
opposition, political parties across ideologies have
extended their support. Alongside, Marathi media,
_bmh print and electronic, has uniformly rejected the

for the journey before being reassembled here, Third, given therise
of the attention economy, drone videos that infringe privacy are in
high demand.

Thesheer number of drones is seriously stretching limited police
resources. One solution is faster development of the Indian drone
industry to lower domestic drone prices. This will stem imports, and
perhaps ensure better monitoring of drone use. But it'snot a guarantee
by any means. Drones are going the way of all tech breakthroughs -
the baddies will more often than not outsmart the good guys.

Gourmet UnDelight

Cheesy misadventures of a curd rice soul

ia.com

It began, as most culinary tragedies do, with misplaced
optimism. There [ was, a proud South Indian, my taste buds
raised on the moral clarity of curd rice and the structured
precisionof sambar, venturing intothetreacherous terrainof
l-mnth lmlmn ini .uuhumomx Thrnwnu i

“T'll have the cheese risotto,” lsn\d auf Tknew whm] unsdmm “Well done,
with vegetables.” In my mind's kitchen, this translated to a suave vegetable
pulav with a European passport and a cheesy accent.

The French waiter, whose smile was equal parts charm and confusion,
nodded wi aman who! i
He had clearly survived worse, possibly someone requesting a side of pickle or
acupof filter coffee.
What arrived, however, was a steaming dish of emotional beige. Cheese-
bound. Vegetable-free. Spiritually vacant. If curd rice is your
@5) grandmother’s hug in edible form, this was a cold shrug wrapped in
s )

Parmesan. I looked at it It looked back, unblinking.
lclenref!ﬂy throat and summoned courage. “Pardon, Inskedll‘or

that brought me here.

The plate returned ten minutes later, accessorised with a few carrot slivers
that looked like they had just been furloughed from a salad bar: For this cosmetic
upgrade. I was politely billed €10 extra. Guilt never comes cheap in France.

Still clinging to hope, | asked for tomato sauce, believing it to be chutney’s
third cousin, not quite native, but notentirely foreign either. Surely that would
redeem thi

P

ideaaf i ing Hindi in schools in Maharashtra.
Conversely, mainstream Hindi and English media
have approached the issue casually. Thev have criticised

‘ming
landsupes af various mgnons
across India.

One of the distinctive features
of Indian society is its unity in LY
diversity This diversity extends beyond
geography, languages and cuisines to include
whole cultural systems that operate differently across
the country. It is precisely for this reason that the state
t be sensitive to the demands of different regions,

the protests and
tojustify the state’s three-language pnhn

B

in which they are spoken. For instance, consider the
transformations wrought by ‘Spanish calnmsers using
a violent state
and imposing Spanish across Latin America.

India can learn from such histories and choose an
alternative path. rving its rich mosaic of living
languages, with all their vibrant oral and literary tradi-
tions. By contrast, any effort to centralise or privilege
one language, especially Hindi, over others, risks repea-
ting the colonial pattern of cultural erasure.

Furthermore. while discussing the
preservation of language and its
culture, it is equally important to
consider the variations within
the language. In Maharashtra,
since the early 19th century,
the mainstream conservative
Marathi intelligentsia played

an instrumental role in
astablishing Sanskritised
farathi as Pramaan Bhas-
ha (standard language).
They the vibrant

as
a cultural hmﬁn‘hv They
mainly  concentrated  on
_symbolic debates, such as the
inction oertain Marathi
letters, prioritising cultural purity
over meaningful reform. In lhls Process,
Marathi

The chsl]engl-s confronting Marathi language
and culture are both internal and external, further
complicated by complex caste hierarchies Unless
those leading the current conservation movement

1ssues. the effort to preserve the

also a carrier of hmnn culmre and n‘lmun This is

Actually, national mainstream media has largely Marathil; un will remain
overlooked the concerns raised by protesters across  whatmakes vari inIndia thisis Morvtruuall),a f India's
non- Mmdl speaking states. Historically too, pnlmcn] dl.s what must be preserved. uwusu,

n . Nun ex ""{L‘{';“&P that L is hstory professr at Manipal Academy of Higher
mum Kmm a and Mnamzr 1s soctology professor at

regions as pamcmgl or nativist anxieties, rather mqn

vation or

OP Jindal Giobai University, Haryana

Calvin & Hobbes

pace

WOBBES. WAE
UPf [ FoRGOT
TO DO MY MAH

\YS \‘:E“ BUT MISS WORMWOODS m

The sky is clouded;
and the wood
resembles
& The sky, thick
arched witha
biack tamala
houghs:
“Oh Radha, Radha! Take this soul
that trembles
Inlife’s deep midnight, to thy
Golden house...”

Radha & Rukmini: Two Facets Of Love In Krishn Lila

n Krishn'sdivine lila, love reveals

itself in many shades, not to confuse

us but to awaken us. Atﬁrsl Elann)
Krishn's bond with
puzzling, especially since Rukmxmuas
his lawful consort. Yet across centuries,
temples, songs, and hearts remember
Krishnnot as ‘Rukmini-Krishn' butas
“Radha-Krishn'

Radha and Rukmini are two
sxpmssmm uf the same Divine fome

Alas, what followed was a culinary car crash. French-Italian
collided with South Indian trauma to pmduce something I can only describe
three

l)u- worldly and lh& lranscendenml

as Risotto da Khichdi. A dish fused, it could apy in
and subtitles in two.
The texture was porridge at a masquerade ball, dreesed to impress bul

and ambition that had clenrly lost its CPS And the soul? lm 's just say it had
taken the last gondola down th and left no for

i I paid the bill, left the thrill, and wnlked out with a palate still waiting for
closure.

hey
arenotin conﬂlcl but in mmnlemenL
reflecting the soul’s journey towards
the Divine.

Rukmini, the queen of Dwaraka,
embodies maryada, the love that lives
within the boundaries of dharm.

She is Lakshmi incarnate, graceful and

steadfast. Her love stands for a sacred
partnership rooted in harmony. order,
and purpose. She represents Apara
Shakti, Krishn's manifest energy that
sunmns worldly life.

ha, the gopiof Vrindavan, is
Krishn's Hladini Shakti, his bliss,
inner song. Her love
transcends all boundaries.
Itis romantic, yes, but not
merely earthly; it’s the
soul’s cry for union with
the Infinite. Radha is Para
Shakti, the soul'slonging

that the soul, like Radha, yearns not for
ahusband ora protector, but for oneness
with the Divine Beloved. This mwhy
theirlove stirred

and the sought. Theirunion isnot
merely emotional. It is spiritual
and cosmic.

Some view and

Meerabai, too, wept and sang for
Krishn, not as a king but ashere(ernnl
lover. Her devotion mirrored
Radha's fearless and boundless
love, pure, sacred, and beyond
thebondsof thisworld.
‘s Rukmini'sloveis the
temple. Radha's the sacred
fire within. Rukmini walks
with grace, and Radha dances

for the Divine, unbound by THE SPEAKING TREE indivine ecstasy Both are

law or logic. She isnot
another love; she islove itself,
raw and pure.
Toa I&vperuon Radhaand Krishn's

true. Both are sacred. One
nts Krishn's presence in worldly
E The other reveals Krishn in the
mnermos\ heart. Sri Aurobindo saw
h

romance relatable, a tale
of longing, stolen glances, and secret
meetings under moonlit skies. But to
the seeker; it reveals a profound truth:

bolof the psychic
being - the soul's flame moving toward
theDivine. In thislight, Radha and
Krishn are not two lovers, but the seeker

Krishn as Shakti and Shiv, two forms yet
ultimately one. Rukmini represents
Krishn'srole in society and dharm.
Radha is his inner music, his hidden joy
Bothare divine movements of the
sametruth.

Totruly understand Krishn. one
must embrace both these aspects. He is
the cowherd of Vrindavan and the
sovereign of Dwaraka. He is Radha's
eternal beloved and Rukmini's devoted
husband. One whispers the mystery of
divine ecstasy. Theother upholds the
strength of divine grace.

Krishn'slila unveils love in its full-
ness. In Krishn's world, love has many
faces. Each of them is sacred. Through
them, we donot just learn how to love.
Welearn how to become Love itself
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Dodging EU’s New
Crude Curveball

India can breathe easy if OPEC holds steady

India should be able toscale down its purchases of Russi-
an crude—provided Opec raises output—following the
EU’s 18th sanctions package against Moscow, which tar-
gets Russia’soiland energy sector: The country hasdiver-
sified its oil imports in anticipation of the EU move and
should not find it difficult to revert to traditional suppli-
ers in West Asia or ramp up sourcing from new suppliers
in Africa and America. Opec isaccelerating output hikes
as it positions itself to restore market share lost on acco-
unt of the Ukraine war. Non-Opec oil-producing nations
aresimilarly placed vis-a-vis Russian energy exports.

New Delhi and Moscow share a strong strategic and
economic relationship, and that should ensure Russian
oil will find its way to India so long as it is being exported.
The two countries have acquired a degree of immunity
against western restrictions on payments and maritime
trade. These efforts could be taken
further through an agreed price for
Russian oil. Sanctions on petroleum
exports by Nayara Energy, in which
Rosneft hasa minority stake, also lack
deterrent power because those ex-
ports can easily be diverted to non-EU
destinations.

The EU is pursuing a course that has revealed its infir-
mities—particularly the lack of enforcement power over
the price of oil, how much of it is pumped out of the gro-

In a volatile world, expectations from central banks must be realistic—and guidance, less certain

WHY BINGE-WATCH RBI?

alittle more than expected. And, with
Malhotru having sanl rhm RBI would

Sugata Ghosh

onetary policy isaspec-
tator sport. It wasn'tal
ways. Once upon a ti-
me, the actions of the

central bank only elec-

mﬂa:l dealing rooms and jumpy tra-
ders. Today, I]Iey stir the hopes and
, scho-
keepers and pensio-
never before when

rufflethe: p

ol teachers, s|
ners whoreact L1
interest rates change.

af homemakers,

Househald debts are well over 4%
af GDP. up from about 30% a decade

Beseasonal, not episodic

azn Humu houghl with borrowad

most longed-for asset
nﬁx gpld “ fith more people trusting  and handhi
the smck)rx':_m:kﬂe( to lift their fortunes

r after joining, to-
x step of lowering
the benchmark interest rate by 36 ba-

mbvmmfomlomsrdzmdmne who, less thana.
ding markets since Co- ok the un
vid. But while they are expected to

away and a high tax claws away meag-
rereturns from FDs, RBI faces a vocal
and burgeoning constituency.

A faceless multitude, am\npaun‘f

that lifie wonl get any tol
sorbslive
sages from banks and!

und and how it reaches buyers. The US has been sceptical
from the outset, its misgivings arising from the prospect
of de-dollarisation of the oil trade. For his part, Donald
Trump favours tariffs over sanctions, and a bill making
its way through the US Congress—threatening punitive
tariffs on countries buying Russian oil—should have gre-
ater power of persuasion. But the bill comes up against
the economic weight of BRICS, which poses a threat to
the dollar’s status as a reserve currency. That ought to li-
mit the reach of US tariff action to police the global ener-
gy trade.

Air Pollution Norms
Went Up in Smoke

Bringing a decade-old tussle to a close, MoEF last week scrap-
ped its 2015 norms for SO: emissions from coal-fired power
plants (CFPPs), the chief source of these emissions. The roll-
back is significant given the country’s reliance on coal, and it
plans toadd 80 GW of capacity by 2031-32. The country has be-
en the world’s top SO: emitter since 2017. Following this deci-
sion, NTPC asked BHEL to halt flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) installations at five under-construction CFPPs after
Gol exempted most thermal plants from FGD requirements,
As of February, 537 thermal units totalling 204 GW capacity
were identified for installation of FGDs.

The rollback raises key questions on the role of science in po-
- licymaking, the priority given toenviron-
mental and human wellbeing and gaps in
regulation. MoEF claims its decision is
‘based in science’, suggesting the 2015
norms were not. The new rules classify
S0:asa pollutant based on geography, not
plant size or emissions. About 1% of
plants—those within 10 kmof Delhi-NCR
or million-plus cities—must install FGDs by December 2027,
Another 11% may or may not, depending on an expert review
committee. Ambient air quality now takes precedence over
pollution-at-source, which National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) had emphasised.

None of the studies cited for the new rules were commissio-
ned by the environment ministry. Weak implementation of
continuous emissions monitoring made it difficult to chal-
lenge the rollback with source-level data. The real roadblock
was who would foot the desulphurisation bill. Studies peg the
cost at?0.5-1 crore/ MW, adding ¥0.2540.75/kWh to tariffs. Inste-
ad of addressing whether this cost would be passed on to con-
sumers or subsidised, Gol returned to the old binary of cost
wversus environmental and human health.

What so much glee over two people
caught being happy tells you

Enough with the
Meme Moralising

Done with dissing Andy Byron and Kristin Cabot? You
know, the two caught in a cuddle last Wednesday not by the
Taliban in downtown Lashkar Gah, but by a kiss cam in a
Coldplay gig in Foxborough near Boston. It turns out that in
circa 2025, mmmwmmmgmm
hasn' Duttleft
his wife Rebecca Mc’ kids for Whi-
te in 1858, The thing about grown-ups is that they can form

pectations from
As governments

ryauthorities «ﬂm

/ commentaries, text mes-
brokers, and the
nseand fall of stocks that follow poli-
Itcan overwhelm
a remrnl banker already dealing with
nudges from Gol and unrealistic ex-

tes.
become less
reliable, expectations from moneta-
reeived to be
'y are—have

deliver, the

le, they have a bewildering job in a
world that ismore unpredictable and
even threatening to alter the econo-
mic order that generations never qu-

est]

In such a world, a central banker,
rammlarlysmnm\dm isyettoful-  tne
y graspthelay of theland, istempted  wnich won't
to experiment, make a quick differen- |35t forever
ce, and thus walk into a spot, Jeaving
markets confused and everyone gues-
sing what he would do next. That. ma-
ny believe, is where Sanjay Malhotra
finds himself nuw

As the new
wanted to leave h\s mark ln Jm he

sis points, a departure from
vention of changing rates by either 25

ar 50 points.

More  significantly,
Malhotra changed the
policy ‘stance’ from ‘ac- |
commodative’ to ‘neut-
ml Asuume m mane-

THE SPEAKING TREE

lmmocropup& shuuldmhecmm

tes in August? With ear}
whm usually loans take
Bl make the most of

ol? festivals,
shouldn't
the space crea-

wd by softer inflation? RBI may prefer
banks and borrowers to absorb the
earlier actions, which could take 3 t0&
months to play out, before cuumgnzn—
in. But would that risk

an oppartunity to boost demand? Am
lower rates the real trigger for borro-
wers? And should central banks beco-
memore light-footed and flexible with
shorter pauses, reacting as and when
surprises are thrown at them? There
are no easy answers, though perhaps
few would have raised quesmms had
RBI let its stance remain ‘accommo-
dative’in

Yog: Act of
Defiance

Interest rate actions are mmsmu

ted through bank loans and bond
oes, which haven't fully respal m

the June measures. Loan

demand is

yet to pick up, and banks have parked
idle funds, for which they could not

con- find enough borrowers, with RBL

And, with the central
bank mopping up unu-
sed Diquidity, the inter-

i he root “Yuj',
meaning ‘to unite’. But what is
joined, and to what end? It is
the mergingof the lower self:
body, mind and intellect, each
aconditioned fragment of
consciousness, with the
higher Self. the eternal: Turi-
ya, the fourth state of aware-
ness. This union is not forged
inhaste, but through the quiet
fireof meditation; a single
thought held so wholly that all
others fall away: In that still-
ness, themind grows lucid,
unwavering and potent.
gulf between the ordinary and
extraordinary lies inone’s
power to focus.

Modern life thrives on frag-
mentation, characterised by

turn, should not shy

ised markets
witha half-point ra-
te cut (against the
widely expected qu-

the global meltdown, central
banks have regained some of
theirlost ground in recent ye-

arterpaint)  cou-

In an pled with a reduc-
threatening worid, a , tion in the reserve

central banker is ratio, which relea-

sed liquidity by let-
ting banks park less
cash with the RBL
He reminded many
of Shaktikanta Das

to make a
quick difference, leaving
everyone guessing what

he'll do next

some- away from spelling out
whal ke 1}1» ‘outlook’ its limitations in a world
inasovereign rmng Roughlyput,the of mercurial presidents, climate
tinterprets ‘neutral aseithera  changeanda looming battleof tariffs
hike or cut in the next policy, compa- and currencies. Financial markets
red with eithera cut or status quoun- - must realise that the central bank's
der an accommodative stance For furvram guidance, which they have
Malhotra, ‘neutral’ was possibly a become so used to since the pande-
hint that there would be nocut in Au- mic years, won't last forever. And,
gust, and perhapsa waytokeepthedo-  likeeverythingelse, monetary policy,
mnfulpm toaslim chance of a hikeif too,canchange
s

or crude prices hai
But since June, inflation has fallen  sugata.ghoshitimesofingia.com

% MEME'S THE WORD
ChatGPT WATER USE
SHA'RI How does the world use water? Data show the agriculture sector dominates
freshwiater withdrawals (72%). Rest is used by industry {15%) and the
OF THE DAY domestic (o municipal) sector (13%). BUE sector-wise withdrawals vary.
T PR R i deu;l‘gim mmm | M'n;‘rm The ri ey |
count use compar: more water , Whereas low-income
When & plane takes a dive countries use 90% (o more) of their water for agricultural irrgation...
Srom the skies, s |
Global % of total
Every cauch-bound uncle by major waler-usesectar | by
gots wise. km?/year - income group
With a tweet and a frown, Withdrawal/ share of total, % |
et dosicionn | o [ o e
Clearly k i 2365(67) 2855(72) . MIC 48 39 1 !
one confidentlycriex Industrisl  746(21)  6O1(15) UMIC 66 16
cee Municipsl  396(11) 528013  LMIC 88 4
TOTAL 3507 384 . LC %0 3 E
J &
— J
/ Between 2000 and 2021, global freshwater withdrawais rose 5
14 (ml wmolﬂm Maost of this increase was in cities, 2 FRANNLY R, | DONTEIVEA
/ and reglons undergoing rapid development Sl DAMN ABOUT THE cmruv)
y &
Figs raunded, may nat add up 10 100: UMIC/LMIC upper- lower.) middle 2 KIss H)IIHIG AT l
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Don't Make UPI a

UP1 transaction data to present

GST bill, merchant outrage wasa
result of being asked to pay a levy
they had never been expected to
suffer before, and a lingering suspi-
cion that they had been won over

smallmerchants with a consolidated

Tax Trap @ oo

other complexities like technologi-
cal integration, compliance mhmx
ments and working capital ¢

es linked to paying a one-time
monthly bill have made many quali-
fying merchants—even those witha
senseof probity—shy away from

Dog Dribble
Getdown Services
Settled down in your cor-

ner office on a prayin,
mantis Monday? Let Get-

mmntbmmlbmdlmmidnhnm!ndd

It'snot ideal, not alv
pvvrbhlkhlum.whh-hnh

thesly

people telling |
Sure, it'salsoh
de: taking pleasure in someone else's woes, the woes in this
case being 'outed” Inrmmginmﬂiyplmumlhnbm

bank rate, a key maney thesej tion of the mind
market indicator, hasn't from the body, self from world
dipped be\md a point and mvm from meaning. Yog
Having taken isthy this fracture.
. mon step in June, there's Itis the practice of reintegra-
only so much the central tion, of remembering that
cando. observerand observed are
The unfolding story is one.
a reminder that Gol, bu- In a world obsessed with
sinesses and ion, yog is
must temper expects- anact of quiet defiance. Itis
tions from RBI, which, in the refusal to be enslaved by

tyranny of thought, rebellion
of stillness ina culture of
noise. The visionof yogais
notsolitary buta dialogue
between the individual and
Ihacoumns
The journey of )vg isnot

toward something distant, but
back towhat was never lost. It
isthe unravelling of all illu-
sions, the dissolution of the
imagined self into the vast
ness of being. In the stillness
of asingle breath, the truth
becomes unmistakable that
weare not separate threads,
but the tapestry itself.

Ultimately, yog is the journey
of the self, through the self, to
the Self.

Failureto
Perform

Apropos the news report
“FSSAI Seeks More Time for
Front-of-Pack Labelling Rules”
(July15). Food companies in
India are required to print
information about nutrients
an the back of the packet, but
these aredifficult to read and
understand for most consu-
mers. Hence the global practice
of front-of pack labels with
health quotient—asimple
index that Jets consumers
know if they are eating healthy
ornot. Asa regulator, FSSAT
must not loseslghl of its man-
dateof equipping people to
make informed food choices.
Mahesh Natant, Indore

Hybrids Must
Not Hijack EVs

Apropos the news rts
‘Indians on the Hybridge to
Electric Future' (July 20) and
“Flex Fuel and Electric to Sitat
the Same Table in CAFES'
(July18). The growth of hy-

Ateesh Tankha with honest freebies only to be be- exploring theadvantagesof this down Services' ‘Dog Dribb- brid vehicles in tandem with
(E—— in taxing i taxscheme. le’ remind you how Friday EVsisadevelopment leading
Things could have been managed Furthermore, many SMPMs, origi- night can feel on a Monday more toambivalence than
Umllmend\( Gol wuu]dhmus dlﬂ'enanllv Asaclass, SMPMsareno  nally exempted because their annual morning. Thesong'sa clarity Hy-
believe, nothi different fr y 20th century turnover did not exceed the mini- gloriously unhinged an- brid vehicles
than UPland GST. Thlsnnsnomhnd Amem_nns Forthelongesttime, 1T mum threshold of ¢40lakh (¢201akh them that barks in the face werea r-
thing. The former has d d unconstitutional. in the northeastern states), are being of conventional sortoEVsas
Indians to enjoy the convenience and E\en after the passage of the 16th coerced by officials into paying a tax s, [t's ic, thetech-
speed of digital payments, thetrans-  Amendment in 1913, when individual  they cannot comprehend, and whose catchy and catastrophical- nology was
action value of whicht weotn  andsmall detorship earnings basis they vociferously deny. To this lyclever. still unproven
in FY2025 whilethe latter has allowed  could beofficially taxed (corporate end, there is probably some truth in Bng[o,] ‘based duoJosh and commer-
indirect tax payments to exponential-  tax for larger companies had only the rumour that state governments Law and Ben Sadler deliver ciallyun-
lyincrease, achievingarecord €22tn  been introduced in 1900), lessthan1%  (especially those not aligned with the & punchy blend of punik, viable. Thermnﬁ:ulesd
in the same period. of the population complied. This Centre) looking to make good on rave and spoken-word hybrids will not help curb
But when the former is used to continued, without state i promises, are that'sbotha vehicular emissions at the
forcibly induce the latter, itislikely to  until, in1943, another Actallowed trying toextract incremental state middle ﬁngerlnmuhr‘nny pace required. Gol must
stir rejection and resistance. Su:h is emplwvm to withhold tax, makmg GST(SGST)—an intra-state toll and ensure that CAFES norms do
the case with th easy, fric within their control—from lo not lead to unbridled growth
visibleand anecdotal evidence in nﬂ'lnvsnt Amdwrﬁyemwuuld merchants, to subsidise these pro- of hybrid vehicles. This situa-
India—most recently observed in elapse before the concept of analter-  fligate welfare schemes. tion must be rectified through
Bengaluru—of smaller merchants nativeminimum tax (AMT)absorbed  And all on account of UPI transac- icy measures with clear
mune Tﬁ ‘NoUPLOnly Cash'sign-  thosestill remainingoutsidethetax  tion data. Merchant rejection of UPI plans for the future of electric
rds. This is nota good sign. Digital - net inthe US. is aworrying sign. It comes at atime and hybrid volumes.

payments operate in a two-si Assuch, current SMPM misgivings  when user growth is slowing, mer- Ruafarao Kumar, Bengaluru
market: users mustdiscoverenough  are not without merit. Those that chant onboarding is lagging and dis-
merchants that accept lhlsform “mfomedmmgxsmrfor GSTfind  payment players havelittle in- torted synth squelch, Duﬁ OUI’ River

paymentand but higher. tax centive to boost usage. Meanwhile, Dribble’ from the 2024
perlencemm!nnl benefi (loconlmue rnleseal into profits. Moreover, RBIhas mandated Kﬁl ATMs carry Your Medal® sln‘nwl’bn. Interrupted
toaccept the same. Thanks to the maore lower-denomination pulls no punches. The
efforts of private ators, UPLuser notes—; ing cash more lyri likearant, ropos the news report

optn o o accessible. ém] parts demented (gl Begins Work on Brah-
grew ially. Any resid Much better that Gol nursery rhymeand anar- maputra Dam in Tibet' (July
friction—usually the result of the rationalises GST rates for chic manifesto. Lines like 20). The project violates In-
fearof ili inimi SMPMs, possibly creating lml’mdlmza( the mouth dia's rights asa lower riparian
with the elimination of merchant alow and automatically country India must dwelop an
discount rate (MDR). deducted AMT after redu- based
But while consumers enjoyed the cing GST threshold crite- an glnbslprem{mls (oenfur

ability to make payments via mobile
phones, many small and medium
SMPMs) have

lish """F‘M-

Y
pwplulurhuwmu!hh'!hntwudnn’thlnurmhld.
A

Y -y

i (et o gl e ki b N St 4
people in flagrante delicto. While the only real sin that they

not seen & material uptick in their
businesses on account of UPI—neit-
her higher sales from the same clus-
ter of patrons nor via the addition of
new customers. Most accepted UPT
because it cost nothing, and because
small denomination notes were hard
to come by.

So, when the government. especial-

ly state governments, began to use Digital disruption

ria, tomake the levy both
near-universal and pala-
table (a few coppers could
be shared with payments
ecosystem tosustain UP1
momentum). Gol would

Muﬂmlly, it'sa Frankens-
tein's monster stitc]
from raw basslines, twit-
chy percussion and the
soundof a psl_ulm{ Cu;m

oe its water rights. Though
late, it must work with Bangla-
desh and Bhutan on an accord
that institutionalises water
ties wi nhChmasssrrnuc

1

not, after all. want to decla down. It

lm‘)ﬂl:l I'nr‘mt;’nui

3} i
re thateither UPI growth shouldn't. It's beauty and
or GST coverag

threatening economic pro-

X e was power lie in its refusal to be sperity of the region.
uncertain. beautiful and powerful. ll Prodeep Kumar, Surat
u qune like -
The weriter is fournderCEC, - v
ALSOWISE Consent Solutions editet@timesofindla.com




4.bl - think

thehindubusinessline.

MONDAY - JLLY 21, 2025

Fluid situation

Ligquidity surplus amidst low credit growth, a concern

he Reserve Bank of India’s concerted
I measures to tackle the liquidity deficit

(where inflows into the banking system are
less than outflows) in the first quarter of this
calendar year have made a big difference. System
liquidity turned lnw turplul since Ayril and

Y has imp: d. But evenas
market rates have moved lower, credit offtake is
weak, recording a growth of 9.5 per cent in June.

This is almost half the growth rate
recorded last year and way below the
10-year average growth rate of 11.5 per cent.
Clearly, surplus liquidity alone is not
enough to drive credit offtake, Surplus
liquidity in the banking system has been
very high, averaging over ¥2.5 lakh crore
since May 16. The RBI conducted several
variable rate reverse repo auctions to suck
out the excess liquidity. This situation
contrasts with the liquidity deficit in the
first three months of this calendar year on
account of the seasonal increase in currency
in circulation and RBI’s forex interventions
to support the rupee. The current liquidity
surplus accrues from the RBI injecting
almost ¥9.5 lakh crore of durable liquidity in
the system since January through open
market operations, longer duration variable
rate repo auctions and forex swaps.

This surplus is likely to move higher due
to the RBI surplus transfer to the
government of ¥2.68 lakh crore and the 100
basis points cut in cash reserve ratio which
is expected to inject durable liquidity of ¥2.5
lakh crore in the banking system by
December 2025, Easy monetary policy is
unlikely to translate into higher credit
growth in the coming months. While the
retail loan segment has been impacted by
the macro-prudential tightening by the RBI
in the last two years, industrial credit is
unlikely to pick-up given the suspense
around trade tariffs, The RBI cannot expect
banks to lend more merely because they are
holding large unutilised surplus or because
the cost of funds has moved lower,
Companies are likely to wait for the
uncertainty to end before embarking on
fresh investments.

Meanwhile, market rates point to
monetary transmission taking place. The
three-month CD and CP rates have fallen
more than 150 basis points since the March
peaks. The weighted average call money rate
currently stands below the repo rate of 5.5
per cent. Treasury bills yields are 140 basis
points lower compared to last year.
Therefore, liquidity infusion has done its
bit, even as transmission in the case of bank
lending and deposit rates is likely to be slow
given the large stock of outstanding loans
and banks’ 1o protect i
The question now is whether llquldil)
surplus will turn into a problem by way of
inflation in the medium-term, given that
credit growth is tepid. The impact of too
much liquidity infusion on financial stability
must not be overlooked. In all, the RBI
needs to reassess its management of
liquidity in due course. A situation of ‘too
much money chasing too few goods and
assets’ should be avoided.
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TCA SRINIVASA RAGHMAVAN

or the last several months
there hasbeen persistent talk
ofthe RSS and the BJP not
agreeing on who the next
president of the BIP should
be. From this it is being inferred that
thereisarift in the lute, especially after
the redoubtable JP Nadda, the current
and outgoing president of the BJP, said
about 18 months ago that it didn’t
longer need the Rg. s

‘What the outcome of this tussle will
be isn't quite the mystery that our
political pundits think itis. Indeed, the
answer can be found in history books.

Both old and new incidents of this
kind, in India and abroad, are replete
with power struggles between, as it
were, coaches and captains. The captain
has always emerged victorious.

True, Ithas
the old guard have had to make way.
‘That's how this cookie crumbles.

The latest and most egregious
example is, of course, in the US where
Donald Trump ousted the old pmy
bosses who saw Ihgmsdw:s
K ofthe vou pithe
ldeology Trump outmanoeuvred them
and has won two elections without

en time but in the end

them.

Then there was Tony Blair in the UK
in 1995 who saw off the old bosses of the
Labour Party, the ians of labour
orthodoxy. He did that by persuading
the party tovote out Clause 4 of the
party’s constitution that called for
ﬂ"o:'mnwnowmrshlp of industries, etc.,

i,

eso Yy
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businessline.
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RSS vs BJP: Guess
who will win

The difference between the BJP and the RSS is that while the former has to

win elections, the latter doesn’t. It only needs to enjoy the fruits of power.
Likewise the Gandhi family

'l‘hn is beclmetht mcdm]md Likewise the Gandhi family.
tobe Net-net, both have hecome
handled the p fa
party, not ndeolnglul medmbewrlnendownmdo(f
‘The RSS and the Gandhi family aren’ 't That's why these two political

like the monarchs who stay onand on
and on regardless of what politicians are
up. 'lldgninu.

e key point to grasp is that while
ideology is immutable, because

Here in India it was Indira Gandhi
who wiped out the founding spirit of the
(}ongneu in 1969 by splitting the party

m of the old leadership. She
then di Clause 4 of the British
Labour Party enjoined it to do, namely,
hectic nationalisation.

NEW VOTER PREFERENCES
It's possible to give dozens more
examples but the point is clear: a time
comes in politics, when, just as a snake
sheds its old skin, political parties also
shrug off the old command and control
nts. For the BJP and the RSS,
as well as the Congress and the Gandhi
family, | daresay, that time seems to have
come,

itwould not be ideology,
politics is mainly about being
accommaodative of soclal needs. People
change with time as do their voting
preferences. So must politics.

The difference between the BJP and
the RSS is that while the former has to
win elections, the latter doesn'r. It only
needs to enjoy the fruits of power.

A time comes in
politics, when, just as a
snake sheds its old skin,
political parties also shrug
off the old command and
control arrangements

aninfl

d alie about

Lhe abolition of reservations. It wasa
plausible lie because the RSS has been
ambivalent about reservations. That's
one reason why the Congress lie was so

point.
‘The political parties over which they
hold :waydon‘( actually need them
anymore and, in fact, might be better off
without them because they are an
electoral nuisance,

BACKSEAT DRIVING — A BAD IDEA
‘That could be one reason why the RSS
has assids pagated the idea
that, in the 2024 general election, the
BJP came down to 240 seats from 303
because RSS workers didn't campaign
forit,

But, and this is important, while it's

 true that the RSS was far less

supportive in 2024 than before, we don't
know how many of the 63 seats the BJP
lost were solely because of this. After all,
if the RSS was that critical, the RIP
should have not won even those 240
seats.

‘The truth in all likelihood is that the
BIP lost around 35-40 seats because the

Bmltw:stheml’(hupddrhtpncz.
‘The RSS was then able to successfully
suggest that it had managed to show the
BJP its place by not helping it. Now
that's become the dominant belief
amongst political pundm lec all

beliefs, this one i ly 50
per cent true.

The issue right now is whether it
makes political sense to let the RSS
appoint the new BJP president. The
answer is no. After all, its chief
ministerial choices in the last two years
have done a lot of damage.

When in 2005, faced witha similar
choice berween ideol | purity and
practical politics, anot! oglca il
ideology-based chose ideol
over political go"o::ymse. It revnmd
ideological hardliners ahead of political

P‘mlsmp‘nyh:dhemmu
political joke. Its name? CPM.

Railways should change track on passenger services

The behemoth can pare its losses if it rationalises its mix and pricing of AC and non-AC coaches and trains

—
Sudhanshu Mani

he latest fare hike by Indian

Railways is baffling. While fare

increases are politically sensitive,
the Railways seems to have taken the
bull | by the horns— with a shaky grip.

st the move yield

onl) (ﬂﬂl}mom annnallyml?;z than 1
per cent of its current €80,000 crore
mng« revenue — neither here nor

to popular belief, Railways"
pnnozutn:evvl\nlneumedna:

rennial loss-maker, With the \mrld‘
Egm captive customer base — Indians
eager to travel for work, faith or fun —
the demand for trains is insatiable. What

systems across the country,

Let's examine the current model,
class-wise. Passengers in AC-1,
Executive CC, and even AC-1 often
choose rail over air or road for
emwenxme mher than. cnlL

— fares lhnuld |m:lnde heakhy profit
margins. By T returns can be
achieved by cing service quality,
potentially through reviving the shelved
Private Train Operation project, 1o
match the expectations of a rising
middle class.

AC COACHES SLASHED

AC-IIAC Chair Car are already
marginally profitable, and their numbers
should be increased. Instead, the

isneeded is a smarter calibration of Railways flipped logic on its head when it

services, not defeatist resignation. reacted to travails of common travellers
The Railways' stated mandate isto about reduced non-AC coaches; it

focus on Intercity and Iang«ﬂuunce lhlhed AC coach production and

travel, leaving intra-ci on

services to &mandclty aulhorlden non-AC ones. These non-AC coaches,

Yet, despite the massive losses from
gxx,uu.

almost akin to steel boxes with minimal

Mumbeai being the starkest le —
the RalIWI)sncBommuzs w© :;:::P past
mistakes, as seen in its recent foray into
the Bengaluru commuter rail project.
It's time such services were hived off

—and likely to remain in
service for the next 36 years — will stand
asa stain on the vision of Viksit Bharat in
2047,

The Railways should introduce AC
seater coaches with 100-plus sets with

e

DEDICATED TRAINS. A must for
catering to lowest-rung passengers

coaches. For the lowest-rung travellers
like g)or migrants, not mere comfort
ignity isimportant and the
Railways must run dedicated non-AC
trains on every major route — ensuring

stoppages that slow trains and clog the
network and reassessment of current
modal mix with thousands of
short-distance trains — many with
average leads of less than 70 km —
saturating precious line and terminal

ity. In any case, travel time s of
:wmwmm Railways' strategic goal
must be to raise average train tdno
the 80-100 kmph, Apart from
capaciry must be expanded purallell'r
more tracks, more trains and more
platforms.

Massive investments have already
gone into dedicated freight corridors,
with more to follow — covering

port ivity, and
high-density routes as per Budget 2024,
This is welcome, bur it must be
accompanied by a clear-eyed review of
the Eastern and Western DFCs to assess
if it has resulted in faster or more

every passenger L is
forcedto sumi“s nﬁmel intoilets over
long distances.

With airlines successfully i
dynamic pricing, the nmwiy-m =
move beyond its tentative past efforts
and adopt a robust, Al-driven, route- and
train-specific ic fare model to
maximise revenue without hurting

occupancy.
All low-hanging fruits shouldbe

Additionally, the
Delhi-Mumbai route, with higher
structural headroom, is ideal for
reviving the double-decker train concept
— this time with user-friendly coach
desl

If these measure are implemented,
the: of the waitlist shall be
mmud and confirmed
accommodation on demand can actually

G Theli

The truth about Donald Trump and conspiracy theories
Danald Trumg has thrived on conspiracy theories — "birtherist” lies that
Barack Obama was barn outside the US; the lunacies of the Q-Anon
moverment; false claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him. All centred
an the idea that the “deep state” was lying to, and thus cheating, ordinary
pecple. It's hard not to feel schadenfreude now that he's at the sharp end of &
theory that he at times encouraged and allies eagerly pushed: claims that the
prison death of the paedophile Jeffrey Epstein might not be suicide after all,
and that wealthy and well-connected associates were trying to hush up
connections to the inancier. Mr Trump's attarney general, Pam Bendi,
promised that “truckloads"” of documents would help reveal the truth and
chairnead that a client st was “skting on my desk right now”. powsow, auy )

GLOB
I'I'M

Is Europe ‘losing out’ in trade cooperation with China?

Some in the EL have been making frequent accusations against China of using
exports to offload its so-called “overcapacity”, thereby flaoding European and
global markets. They insist that China’s industrial strength stems from
large-scale government subsidies which create unfair competition, and have
declared ther intention to launch more anti-subsidy investigations into
foregn-invested companies. Some Eurcpean media claim that China's
engagement with Eurcpe is solely aimed at making maney off it, while some
have fuelled the notion that Eurepe is "lasing out™ in cooperation with China.
According to data, as of June 2025, the EU has launched more than 260

to dedicated authorities with fare kept below AC-I11and it would see become a rule and not an exception.
finances, ible not " fmany non-AC travellersto  promptly "
Just fur capital i m\ﬂtment but also for this class, rendering it free of losses; well-patronised trains to 24 coaches, The wrier ks Retd. GM, Indian Ralways, Independent
P — on the lines of Metro even Vande Bharats can have such and using d: lyti ionali [

Centre is insisting & doesnt want
Seate politics within 3 ports and to

says, wasan effort to divert the
attention and biame the Cerere.

Social medi
like a Holl bonfire, with

“We young

is world-class, the vibe & inclusive,

intervene in natianal commerce. Tesla all the way howling, The government caught in
TN's The debut of goealtof  thasoap and the city is clean and global? And
Afewweeksago,agrovpoffarmers  coverage — print, electronic, social plans for hen boom it hit e why not
sageda blockade o arterial Anna meda. There was also actwity of a cigarette syl The " he asked
Salaiin Chernai, seekingpaymentof  diferent kind to get an to the Tesa samosa sizdes as always; the jalebi m.ngam Chief Minister A Revanth
paddy pr Atleast two Longlive ty him
from them But alittle bird says the major nsurance frms lost natimein  our deep fried, sugar for h
issue here & with the Tamil Nadu amnouncing customised nsurance against the health police's crusade. nqdm
gavernment allowing NCCF schemes for T , who were gt Chenna organising
Andhra rice (National Cooperative Cansumer's described as “discerning” 2 meets are facinga
dhra @ ftics is affecti P ‘paddy. NCCF, s Financiers were not far are caught up with issues around major prablem. In the past, the hall
the exports of white rice, in in turn, asked the Tamil behind with fanguage, b I be ful with b
particular. it all began at Kakinada tobe clear winner. Venture capitalist journafists. But, taday, there are not
port, which is State-cwned. It has buyit apponteda* prdemd financierfor  Tehs: poston X' many d hardy
now extendedtothe Vizagpart, with  The paddy is milled and used by the Elon Musk's cars in india. Natto be reflects the mood of a section of any presence of manstream media
the Andhra Pradesh gavernment Seate Civil Supplies Department for — left behind, a legal lcokforaplacewhere  in press meets, puttingthe PRs nan
reportedly seekingtocrackdownon  distribution through ration shops. it le arence what  embarrassing situation in front of
the diversion of rice intended far However, with the Food Corparation  developer in rentingies premisesto  language you speak or whereyouhail  their clients.
dstrbutionthroughrationshops. in - of Indacfferingriceatalowerprice  Testa from Sharinga picture of a cazy The halls are, however, packed with
Kakirada, the pe ugh Sale licing coffee shop that his friend sent him, YouTubers. The clients though are
acheck-past inside the port, Scheme, the Civil Supplies O, what a delectable disaster has unhappy due to the lownumber of
nVimg D didnot needthepaddy  engulfed india's cherished samosa could set upa similar shop, which is wiews and lack of response to the

however, the State has had to put up
the check-post outside the port. Is
therea political sub-text between the

procured by the cooperative.
Asaresult farmers have nat been
paid for the paddy procured from

and jalebil Some babu thought
shapping warning labeks on these
crispy, syrupy treasures would

free from mabs that shut shops an
the basis of religion or lnguage by
maral police or those with regressie

videos “Weare now very scared of
arganising a press meet,” says the
staffin a leading PR agency.

ariginal trade remedy investigations against China. wsus s vy Centre and States here?Prabably, the themn. The blockade, the little brd “nudge” b e Our Bureaus
gy ey ™ s e
oM — — . o o , -
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Risky options
Sebi should continue to educate retail investors
The regumm'y action lgamsl Jane Street has brought xenmd attention to thc

ﬁnccthmuaﬁneﬂnebetwccnmampuhumauﬂeged and price arbitrage as
Jane Street claims, However, it is clear that there are imbalances between the cash
and derivatives segments of the equities market, which is what hedge funds and
sophisticated traders look to exploit. As a senior official of the Securities and
Fx:hang: Board of India (Sebi) recently pointed out, the nominal turnover of the
n(ﬂmmshmxrlu(md!huvmxnn(nnonnal
largest stock market

was.
by size, its derivatives market is the world's largest by volume.

Alarge number of retail traders dabble in futures & options (F&Qs), drawn by
high leverage and hopes of high However, many Sebi have indi-
cntadlhnwcrmpercemofrmﬂtmdaslnscmmymﬂmMscgnml Their
oollccnvelosmmﬂedovcr!nrllllomnzma 25. Deri

towhat others have lost, less
llmmtr_lmngcfmsmdtamsllummdunhcmmymlghtbcmoregamluﬂy
deploytdlntnrgmnglmg ttnnmpiuz] via in more pro-
awayin like

options, whlch expire on a given date. Not without reason has the regulator given
many to retail traders iling the risks of ives trading, and it

reportedly intends to roll out an even
It may also be looking at measures to curb trading in instruments on expiry day.
This is especially popular with retail traders. Options are very cheap just hours
before they are due to be extinguished. Hence, there is more bang for the buck for
leveraged traders and small price swings can result in huge gains or losses.

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (@ WWW.BUSINESS - STANDARD COM

OPINION 9

The waters will rise near Bombay

Rising sea levels materially change our thinking

about coastal real estate on a 25-year horizon

‘There has been a deceleration in the global policy
waork on decarbonisation, starting in the first Donald
I‘nunpp(eluencymlheus(mw)mdum Russla's
Invasion of Ukraine (2022). Th il sl

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MORANTY

An integration of these physical climate risks into
financlal decision-making Is necessary for accurate
market pricing.

1 Mumbal, eg for| -term
orfor the 30 fectly by 2050
fi ! for

Real estate investors need to think about three
kinds of concerns. Anticipated risks of future floods
proser 1l reduce

andend-userd d, pressure
on property prices in vulnerable locations. Costs of
property ownership will increase due to higher

flood

tural repairs necesslmed by water damage
market for i
exposure may hecume leu liquid as the poul ol
informed buyers shrinks.

‘These problems also Impact upon the thinking
of financial firms. The scenario for 2050 is becom-
ing material for the planning horizon for firms with
real estate exposure. Real estate in Bombay alone s
perhaps worth half to one trillion dollars, and
adverse events for this will ricochet through the
system of asset prices. Lenders face credit risks
d with ial

and |

cal high tides and meteorological storm surges. Areas

Y

Is now more challenging. We all have to shift from

ingnew It lastyear
tives and those have had an impact since the volumes are now lower. More curbs,
and the impact of reported scrutiny of the operations of hedge funds, may lead to
afurther decline in volumes. This would make it hard for the F&O market to fulfil
useful purposes like ironing out price i through its of
arbitrage, offering cost- cﬂecnvc hcdgmg posﬁihllucs. and :mnng depth for the
equity market. In thi ~, or “buyer beware”,

knowthey have lost money and every

near th dian scenario to

4 he high-emissi
What does this umnfotﬂombay’ln high-
emission

will greater regularity and
increased inundation
The drainage system will worsen. The existing

urban drainage infrastructure largely relies on
gxavnybrdlsd\arg mdwulwuklaswelelswlll

Incurring climate-related losses.

In India, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
been making progress on these questions. They are
close to releasing rules for banks and financlal

the d and manage-
ment of climate- changeriakx This will give regular
disclosures about climate-related risks wl!htn lnan
alongwith

Panel for Climate Change, themlweluliamb-yls
likelyto rise by about 25 cm by 2050. This
reflects the thermal expansion of sea
water and the glubel meltingof ice ina
warmer world,

those
denvauws latfo! flashes warn bout the dangers. If retail Alongside this, there is a local geo-
mmg.f el ':s lbcmg! ; 2fe § th da 1o stnl logical phenomenon that affects
bacaas v it mwnf P o BW' P Bombay, which s subsidence. Bombay is
themsolong as market Whatthe y d 2mm peryear. This
dois tospread i
Besides, it has b thatoneofthe bal; volume paction, groundwater extraction, and

ratios is lack of leverage in cash equity and Llcko(umnly in lhcsecondnrybund
market. Hence, it i high volumes i

. if market focus on improving the cash
market turnover in both the debt and equity markets, the imbalances may start
tocorrect.

that

The art of meetings

Cabinet secretary offers progressive suggestions

the load of the urban bullt environment  SNAKES &

water.
‘This will give more prolonged waterlogging after
precipitation events. Ideally, good city

and stress tests. [t will take substantial vmdt. by
financlal firms, to develop these capabilities, and

‘The higher sea level will impact trans-

20 should involve athree-year lead time k prior to manda-
In building and tory
pumping stations. Given the strategic apathy of many Indian finan-

clal firms, new kinds of disclosures will first reflect

railways, metro
lines), utility conduits (sewage systems,
water supply pipes, electrical cables), and

inlow-

with RBI rules, with contracting
out to consultants and software vendors. A great
deal of new knowledge building will be required to
utilise this data more deeply for reshaping Invest-

ment and the of a variety of

inun-

dmanandumshwmwwm

ﬁrms. Understanding and responding to climate

upon the reclaimed land. This phenom- I.ADDH!S higher change shaping
enon Is likely to add about § cm to the mllnlmlnce costs, and & reduced asset  an edge in the performance of better firms,
rising waters by 2050. Putting these AJAY SHAH lifespan. Private and public actors would Such reporting will reshape incentives at many
together, the sea level at Bombay Is likely ideally levels. In fi lal firms will be able to
to rise by about 30 cm or about 12 inches. ment high d in favour of the betler preparedone:
When we look beyond 2050, high-emissi F face
d Sowe L thy favour of 1 ilient assets.
12inches T 1

02050 and then things will get much worse to 2100,
In a swimming pool, we can readily visualise a

water level that's about 12 inches higher. We tend to

visualise ourselves standing at the Aksa beach, and

will - e d
The problem of global warming Is often seen as

0
changes will likely command a premium, while
those

adjustments in market value. In similar fashion, cli-
mate change needs to be woven deeply Into finan-

water atthek Butthesea the deep fu . The ingabove locatesusina  clal reglhuun all across me financial system,
Cabinet yTV hi d a fresh front in the for snot pool. It is full of motion. When th specific Indl by dadatethat fits 1p Provi-
yand ssibility in g Last week, he wrote to Uni level rises by a small amount, this has big witl)nnl‘nanml hum;:lphm;m “h:mns (le2s ll)lil“ dent mnd Orgxnisadon

aries, suggesti i ceived rehictance” to i i out). For anyone below se are scenarios
‘:upl o not l::e‘dh::lt‘:%zh;vm:;x;" Mmml;ny wish t:)mm ::: :;::In: It directly elevates the probability and severityof  that matter. ‘The author is a researcher at XKDR Forum
connection with the work involving their ministries. He pointed Ut Rt et i 8BS 8 8555181 £
meetings had unllty in terms of oﬂenng insights into “the actual state of affairs
inthe field" and clarify about policies orinten-
tions. Most significantly, he suggested, these meetings should take place in the
e e i at has its source in soi

The Cabinet y's missive is certainly in intent. By encour-
aginga i i i -officials, the aim, no doubt, A novel class of plant-based b tinctive | profile to suit th mares, forages, Isacom-
is to make the maore p and ive to the needs of the normal milk and termed {nndfully yet ap(ly vegan  consumers. Soy milk, for instance, Is arich sourceof  plex mixture or more than 500 biologically active
people. It is significant that Dr Somanathan’s letter even spells out the range of dily gaining protein, lipid, and carbohydrate. In terms of calories lg-
people bureaucrats could meet in Lhelrofhoe-contrumrs: members of trade lmlndlnglxml)mymensre however reluctantto  and protein content (7-9 per cent), it is almost similar  nificant role in human nourishment, besides having
unions, political parties, and g 3 (NGOSs): bowi) which, l:;ry toacow’s ;nuk Almond milk contains more unsaty-  various therapeutic lmu Ml.lk Isnearlya complete
empkyyees in the private sectoror P and ondey has Made fromavar-  rated fat than ones, and ks, con-  food for

byal agency or having a dispute with the depart-
ment on a contractual matter or an issue that is sub judice or under arbitration
(interestingly, this list does not include journalists). To address the issue of dis-
comfort at meeting people who may be conrruvclsml inthe eyes of the political

e has suges could ts and strokes. These are also

men of are also pre-

ask another officer to be present. ferred to regular milk by health freaks
The Inu:r suggcsuon may add a degree of probity to lhe mlcncuon butithas who want nutritious products low in fat
itsli over coal block and and calories. These are most prevalent in
the 2G tek h the past two decades, the statute of reglons where milk supplies are meagre.
limitations does not appear to apply isions. If. ing, the In India, vegan milk has managed to
travails ofburestic in o fM S0me of!hcm dm:ldns atter carve out a niche market though the

retiring — have done much tostifle I i
of fear, kisurﬂxkdy!hmthcaddmondmmhﬂdﬁcmlasaw!mnduhdpsm
the account of the interaction will remain in the realm of hearsay. In this respect,
uwwldbc agood idcawmcludcnssmndardpm:ﬂcethc concept of the “mem-
", a written record of conversation made
immediately after the event and kept in the official files.

The practice isless mumldmlng than taking minutes or recording conversa-

lety of plant sources, such as soybean, almond, rice,
cashew, oat, coconut, walnuLpeumLandhempseed.

d suitable

sidered suitable for weight-conscious people.
Coconut milk, made from the coconut's white meat
and

hasahigh of fat but very little pro-

allergy

for lactose |
to dalry milk, or high blood cholesterol,
which exacerbates the risk of heart all-

country, being the world's largest pro-
ducer of dairy milk, has copious mﬂk

supplies. The per capita availability of FARM v‘w

milk in India is 471 grams per person per

day, far higher than the global average of SURINDER SUD

teln and Oat milk, on the other hand,

systems. “The demand for plant-based muksubm-
tutes does not arise out of necessity, but rather out of
the pursuk for more affordable and fancy food
sources,” the NAAS paper pointsout.

has already

hasdlela.ryﬁb-e vcﬁlcmsmudfnmlms Nevenmlmxhemanm(fuwgmnulk.lsdﬂa

tionand f mined by the ds d

and sugar. mqulmdslubleduunsiunul domestic and global
However, suchvir-  levels, and

tues of the plant-based beverages, dalry
sclentists have reservations about label-
ling them “milk". They argue that “milk"
Is awell-defined term reserved for secre-
tion from the mammary glands of ani-
mals, including human beings, Eventhe

ind further. The growth
has been much faster in the United States, Europe,
and the developed countries of the Oceanic regions
than in other pants of the world. GlobalData, an inter-
national business information firm, expects the
Nbve-8

pet
cent a year between 2023 and 2027. Another body, the
Mar]

ket Analysis Research and Consult-
Ing Group (IMARK), Is even more optimistic on this
worthofIndia’s vegan-

code for food
standards, formulated by the United
Nauons—baded Codex count. It
milk as “the

322 grams and the Ideal daily milk con-

sumption, as recommended by the Medical Council
ofIndia, of various
types of vegan milk are augmenting the nutritional

tions, which may deter an ope Thisisth that is status of their products by fortifying them with pro-

] affairs ministry is excluded in the letter) and, telns, enzymes, lipids, and minerals to woo health-
inthel (US) and Western go by senior intelligence- consclous consumers. Even artificlal colours,
agency chiefs, For i instance, then Federal Bureau of Investigation chief James flavours, and taste-boosters are added to enhance
Comey’ with Presi Donald Trump at the White House, thele mnhelk:&‘penl.fnnd o °l no‘le dem&mﬁz
revealed important facts about Russia's interference in the US L-lmmns of 2016 ﬁ drink: it e
without ising his own ity. Thus, while Dr ugges- Among the types of vegan milk avallable in the
tions will help improve policy and decisi; king in th thechal- market, the most common ones are soy, nl.mond.
lenge will be that heed to his suggestions, cashew, oat,and milk.E:

no(msd mammary secretion, without

as ’Ibquld milk or for further processing™. The term
vegan milk is, thus, a misnomer, the animal hus-
‘bandry pundits maintain.

A policy paper titled "Milk vs Plant-Based Dairy
Analogues: Myths and Facts”, bmugm out by lhe

milk market at around $855.51 million, and projects it
torise annually by over 10 per cent to reach $2.166.30
million by 2033. The global market of these milks, on
the other hand, is reckoned to have burgeoned from
$1116 billion in 2018 10 $19.67 bunon in 2023, showing

P
hi Ik almond, cat

coconut, and rice.

Natlonal Academy of
April last year, states that plant-based bevenges
should not be dubbed "milk”, “milk

AS)i Thus, demerits.var-
Ie(les olvegan milk seem to have come to stay in the
Whethertousethe

“milk analogues”. These can seldom match the raud
matrix of normal milk even after fortification with
various nutrients. Milk from cattle, buffaloes, and
other species, such as goats, sheep, camels, and

word “milk” for them, or coin another term, however,
remains amoot polnt.

surinder.sud@gmall.com

inexperienced interrogators. regimes that were sbout to building a nuclear weapon. The news set
ow the oSt its way Acthesametime.wener . |IAR crumbleintheunre.  offaspited debatewilin the Bush
notes, Intelligence officers \ ! ] QS ,‘ W Weiner: hi whether it should
often felt thelr intelligence scomn, however, for the first launch a pre-emptive strike to eliminate
BOOK sisthat Both reponter for The was beside the point. As one T Inistration, thesite, The idea was vehemently
REVIEW selbld(lmnsmmkwnpnb(llllubya meorLl‘lmzsmduahwkamtnr former CIA Iraq operations detalling both the vast webof opposaibymolﬂushsuloseﬁx
mere few months. The Welner chief insists, “These contacts between his cam- — "Wedon't do Pearl Harbors™

notonly doubled down on his "obliter-

fortunes ofthe American lmelﬂpme

paign staff and Russlan Intel-

— andthe bombing scheme was shelved

ated” dalmhlmmlstedumﬁmher hislife's b Saddam had a rubber band Ilgznceofﬁclalsaswdlas (though it was taken over by a country
confirm it. “Legacy of Ashes,” detalling the CIA's first and a paper clip.” efforts dothe job: Israel).
Msmﬂmuwmm(w\) half-century, won a National Book Award The Mission, !obdngl.heC!.Amheel even Cnmpalenmwlthrumps Pearl
director, John Ratcliffe, scon scurried in2007. The Mission picks up Weiner as he leaned on his intelli- Harbor"” mull onl Iran's nuclear facil-
for doubt on the DIA bookleft off, ‘s his- agency that seems to be THE MISSION: QA in hisrash It 1A and almost
SCOTT ANDERSON mentand to insist that “new intelli- v fall Itis blinded by its the 21st Century pmposals “How would we everyalhzr Western intelligence agency
gence” from source sense of Ar by Tim Weiner ClAdirec- that lran was not devel-
On June 21, President Trump took to confirmed the sites had been "severely but also curiously ungainly. acy.Inthepastdecadeanda  Published by Mariner mr mu Pompeo, later opinganuclear wmpon.‘l‘hemd(
the alrwaves to announce that his damaged.” not quite Trump's adverb of Thestory beginsinthe 1990s. Grasp-  half.theClAhasbeencaught ~ 452pages $35 recalled starkly
secret directive for the bombing of choice, but close. ing for & new mission in the wake of the oﬂguaxdmlnlnd agaln,  csssssssans musing, “if we went to war lessly the American Inmluym:ewn—
Iran's nuclear facilities had just been Nothing on the ground is any clearer Calde.r the CIA played in China, where with Mexico?” munity has already succumbed to
carried out, "Tonight,” he proclaimed, now, but to many di and then, after the country’ slmanlgnce services ‘There Is something simultaneously Trump's will, In this regard, Weiner's
“Ican report to the world that the ‘These events served as yet another meqluaunclamewm Agents and kill- i warnings about the peril facing both the
strikes werea military example f hunted for the Al Qaeda leader Osama ing American assets. The agency was the CIA CIA and the US seem prophetic.
success,” with those facilities “com- s i bin Ladenin alsoback-footed by the onset of the Arab  during the past quarter-century. In this
pletely and totally obliterated.” agency. As Tim Weiner di high hopes of gaining 2010, Weiner writes, regard, one eplsode Wedner recounts ‘The reviewer is a contributing writer for
Trump's triumphalist tone was In The Mi: likely only on fu ks. Muchof because USsplesdependedunmemcu stands out. In 2007, the CIA gathered The New York Times Magazine
swiftly undercut by a y Trump in the it Welner writes, was gath- racy of | yria, no €202 The New York Times
Def )analy i eradlwaqddﬂyrﬂlsed f ofts hed. friend of the US, was well on its way to News Service
o0 oo «: o0 oo «> o0 oo a o0 oo
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Denmark, Greece, Spain, France, and Italy are some of the first countries that will work alongside the Commission with the aim of launching their own national age verification apps. GETTY IMAGES

What is the European Commission’s age
check plan to keep children safe online?

European Commission is develc

an age verification app under the Digital Services Act to prevent minors from accessing harmful online content

while dlaiming to protect adult users’ privacy: many critics argue that the move risks compromising privacy and fails to effectively safeguard children

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
he European Commission is
working on an age verification
app that is meant to stop
children from accessing unsafe

+ content online while protecting the

privacy of adult internet users. Critics,
however, claim this comes at the cost of
user privacy.

What is the

presented guidelines concerning the
protection of minors on online platforms,

prototype app and said that it will enable
age verification while preventing privacy

along with a prototype of an violations. The regulator added that the
age-verification app under the Digital technical specifications and the
Services Act (DSA). Devel of the roe age verification blueprint

age verification blueprint began early this
year and is built on the same technical
specifications as the European Digital
Identity Wallets (eID), which are slated to
be rolled out before the end of 2026,

ding to the C

were freely available to view and use as
well.

“It will, for example, allow users to
easily prove they are over 18 when
accessing restricted adult content online,
while ining in full control of any

with two services meant to be

age verification Ihlte?
‘The European Union has, in the recent
pasl enacted multiple pieces o(

L to regulate the of of
large online platforms such as
e-commerce giants, social media
companies, and even
pomography-hosting m'hsm:s ln
particular, the

Denmark, Greece, Spain, France, and
Italy are some of the first countries that
will work alongside the Commission with
the aim of launching their own national
age verification apps in the future, in their
own languages.

“During the pilot phase, the age
verification solution will be further

ha d with new features, Apart from

has
highlighted some risks thal children face
when they are online, including platform
designs that encourage digital addiction,
cyberbullying, exposure to harmful
content, and unwanted contact from
strangers.

elD, further updates will include
additional options for users to prove they
are over 18, The age verification will also
be enhanced with the latest technical
solutions (zero-knowledge proof) o
ensure the highest level of privacy

Digital advocates have p ly
recommended that the user interface of a
large digital platform could be adjusted
on the basis of the user’s age, wit
children receiving private accounts and
having their safety or well-being features
turned on by default. When it comes to
platforms such as porn sites, children
ideally should not be able to access or
even accidentally see explicit content.
One way this could be done is through an
app that verifies the user’s age online, in
order to be certain that children are not
using adults’ accounts,

The European Commission on July 14

¥ " said the P
Commission in its post.

How will age verification affect the
privacy of adults?
While those in favour of creating a safer
internet for children are in support of
making age verification mandatory to
access porn websites, critics of the move
believe that it violates privacy rights and
can put their security online at risk or
miake their browsing activities easier to
track and monetise.

However, the an Cs

other personal information, such asa
user's exact age or identity. No one would
be able to track, see, or reconstruct what
content individual users are consulting,”
stated the Commission.

Meanwhile, at the topmost levels of the
French government, President Emmanuel
Macron also supports age verification and
even wants to ban social media for users
who are under 15 years of age.

France is one of the countries that will
first try out the age verification app
prototype.

There are also ongoing discussions as
to whether certain social media platforms
that contain adult content, such as X, can
be classified as porn platforms. This also
has implications for the user experience
of adult social media users across the
European Union,

Why are some

level or not. In a company post on June
26, Aylo stressed the need for
“device-based age verification.” According
to the company, age verification should
have hcun carried out by Apple, Google,
and/or long before an unds

user even arrives at an adult website such
as Pornhub,

For close to two weeks in June, internet
users in France who tried to access
pornography platforms such as Pornhub,
YouPorn, and RedTube encountered a
largely black screen with a notice, or a
historic painting with a call to action
against the French government’s move to
implement mandatory age verification for
adult platforms,

Aylo also warned that users unable to
access Pornhub would go to smaller, less
regulated sites potentially hosting illegal
content. It unblocked its websites in late
June after a Paris administrative tribunal’s
decision over the rule's unconfirmed
compatibility with EU laws, But Aylo's
next actions remain to be seen as the top
administrative court affirmed this month
that age verification was a must.

“Data breaches happen daily. Forcing
you to enter sensitive personal
information repeatedly creates an
unacceptable security risk we refuse to
impose on our users. We refuse to
our privacy with measures

porn

against age verification?
While most companies agree that
children using the internet should be
protected from explicit content,
cybersecurity threats, and social media
addiction, they often disagree on the ideal
way to go about this process.

For example, Pornhub-owner Aylo's
main ¢ jon is whether age

has defended the prwacy standards of its

verification takes place at the website

yo
that, lmnu:ally. fail to effectively protect
children,” said Aylo in a statement on its
website on July 15,

“To make the internet safer for
everyone, every phone, tablet or
computer should start as a kid-safe
device. Only verified adults should be
allowed to unlock access to
age-inappropriate content,” said the
company.

e %

THE DAILY QUIZ

v

Please send in your answers to
daityquiz@thehindu.coin

A quiz to mark the 56th anniversary of humans landing on the moon

V. V. Ramanan

voyage, What?
2 .
QUESTION 1 QUESTION §

Easy one to begin with, What
was the mission called and
what were the codenames for

the Command Module and the | mission?
Lunar Module? .
QUESTION 6

LN

QUESTION 2

From which place did the
rocket blast off and what was
the place on the moon where
the lunar module landed?

QUESTION 3

What were the first words
spoken from the surface of the
moon after the landing?

QUESTION 4
Nedl Armstrong carried
something that had made
M
K

history in 1903 during the

What connects James
Lovell, William Anders and
Fred Haise to the Apollo X1

What specifically did
Michael Collins omit from
the Insignia design for the
mission, as the trio felt the
design had to be
representative of everyone
who had worked toward a
lunar landing?

L

QUESTION 7

What were the trio’s version
of ife insurance’ for their
families in case they did not
make it back to Earth?

1Y
Visual Question:

This Is 8 moon rock brought back by the Apollo XI crew. What
was |t christened as? WeOMEDIA COMMONS

Xhosa

segregation

Congress

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily quiz: 1.
Mandela belonged to which ethnic group in South Africa? Ans:

2. What is the name of the political party that he served as the
president of? Ans: African National Congress

3. What is the term used to define the separation of people into
racial or other ethnic groups in dally Ufe? Ans: Raclal

4. uMkhonto weSizwe was associated with Mandela, What was It?
Ans: It was the paramilitary wing of the African National

5. What was the name of the trial that took place In apartheid-era
South Africa between 9 October 1963 and 12 June 1964, after a
group of antl-apartheid activists were arrested on Lillesleaf Farm?
Ans: Rivonia Trial

6. What is the term used to describe a situation where specific
false memaries can sometimes be shared by a large group of
people? Hundreds of people recorded having vivid and detailed
memories of news coverage of South African anti-apartheid
leader Nelson Mandela dying In prison in the 1980s, despite
Mandela actually dying in 2013 Ans: Mandela Effect

Visual: In this image, Mandela has raised his clenched fist. What is
it called? Ans: Amandla Salute

Early Birds: Sunil Madhavan | Parimal Das | Pranab Biswas
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Iam keeping
my lips zipped
about the bet

It was fairly obvious by then that
Swiatek was going to blow away
Anisimova

. Upendran

“Did you find the time to watch the
Wimbledon finals on TV?"

“1 watched the men's match
completely. But when it came to the
ladies final, | watched only the first three
games before switching off the TV."

"Only three games?"

“It was fairly obvious by then that
Swiatek was going to blow away
Anisimova”

“Blow away?”

“The expression ‘blow away' has many
different meanings. But in the context of
sports, it is mostly used to mean to defeat
someone comprehensively.”

“In other words, you outperform
everyone else”

“1 guess you could say that. Here's an
example. After the second round, Iga
Swiatek just blew away her opponents.”

“How about this example? During the
first half of the game, the two teams were
evenly matched. In the second half,
however, our opponent blew us away by
scoring seven goals.”

“Ouch! Here's another one. We thought
Sindhu would blow away the competition.
We were shocked when she lost in the
first round.”

“That's what makes every tournament
exciting. So, did Sujatha buy you
breakfast? After all, you did take a bet
with her that Swiatek would win."

“That's true. But Sujatha is going
through a tough time. So, I'm keeping my
lips zipped about the bet.”

“Does it mean the same thing as
‘keeping your lips buttoned'?”

“Very good. When you keep your lips
zipped, what you are doing is keeping
quiet. The Manager was angry and wasn't
willing to listen to reason. So, 1 decided to
keep my lips zipped.”

“Keeping one's lips buttoned is the best
thing to do when someone is angry.”

“Exactly! So, how are things at your
office? Heard you're getting a new boss."

“That's true. He'll be joining usina
week or two."

“That's a long time! What are you guys
going to be doing?”

“What we've been doing the past few
days, | suppose! Sleepwalk through the
workday."

“Sleepwalk through the day? What are
you talking about?"

“Do you know what sleepwalk means?”

“Doesn't it mean to walk in one's

p?”
“I'm told I used to sleepwalk when |
was a kid."

“I believe my uncle sleepwalks even
now."

“Sleepwalk has other meanings as well.
It's frequently used in informal contexts
to mean to say something without really
thinking.”

“And you're not thinking because
you're asleep! Since your mind is not
functioning or has been switched off,
you're not really worried about the
consequences of what you do or say.”

“Very good!"

“How about this example? Last night, |
saw a movie where most of the actors
sleepwalked through their roles.”

“So, what you're suggesting is that the
actors were wooden. There was little or
no life in their acting.”

“Yos”

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Forswear:
agree to give up or do without

Synonyms: avoid, withdraw, deny

Usage: He decided to forswear junk food to
stay heatthy

Pronunciation: newsth.ive/forswearpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: forswer

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Rabies deaths Number of childrenin ~ MPs who have signed ~ Number of schooling
reported in Karnataka  Onge tribe who have  notice to bring motion  years children could
since February cleared class 10 exam  against Justice Varma  lose due to heatwave

In the past six months,
19 Kamataka has recorded more

than 2.3 lakh dog bite cases,
Indicating a sharp Increase compared to
the corresponding period last year,
according to official data released on
Sunday. In all of 2024, the State reported
3.6 lakh dog bite cases and 42 rables
deaths. v

“This Is the first time Onge students
9 have reached this educational

milestone, Their admissions were
formalised and their classes commenced
on July 15," sald Prakash Tirkey, school
teacher at Dugong Creek in Little
Andaman. Onges are semi-nomadic and
used to be fully dependent on hunting and
gathering for food, »m

Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren

over 100 MPs have already signed a notice
1o bring a mation in Parllament for the
removal of Justice Yashwant Varma,
crossing the threshold of support required
for tabling the impeachment exercise in
the Lok Sabha.

Rijiju on Sunday said

in years. A report compiled by
l UNESCO's Global Education
and Evaluating Climate Communication
and Education project and University of
Saskatchewan has pointed out that over
the past 20 years, schools were closed in at
least 75% of the extreme weather events,
Impacting five million people or more. »

Monitoring team, Monitoring

Bihar. »

polling stations
created in Bihar

A release
12,000::;
by the
election department on Saturday sald
that the total number of polling stations

has risen to 90,712 from 77,895, after
the establishment of 12,817 new ones in
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EXPLAINER
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:

n January 2024, South Africa
initiated proceedings against Israel
at the International Court of Justice
(1C)), alleging that Israel's mnhury
in Gaza ito
The application was filed just over two
maonths after the Hamas-led attacks of
October 7, 2023. Although the court has
not yet ruled on the merits of the charge,
it has issued a series of binding

directives to ensure the unimpeded
delivery of humanitarian aid into Gaza.
These imnﬁm orders reflect the court's
that a “pl.
risk of gmodde exists, In the months
since, conditions in Gaza have grown
increasingly dire. In March, Israel violated
a sixweek ceasefire and resumed its
assault on the besieged enclave. Entire
neighbourhoods have been reduced to
rubble, families decimated, and access to
food, water, and electricity remains
critically limited. As the humanitarian
crisis worsens, a global consensus is
emerging. Heads of state, senior United
Nations officials, and leading international
jurists are increasingly characterising
Israel’s conduct in Gaza as genocidal.

What is genocide?
The term genocide was coined in 1944 by
Polish-Jewish jurist Raphael Lemkin and
formally recognised as a crime under
international kaw by the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) in 1946. In the
aftermath of the horrors of the Holocaust,
the UNGA unanimously adopted the
Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
(Genocide Convention) in 1948, The
Convention defines genocide as acts
committed with “the intent to destroy, in
whole or in substantial part, a national,
ethnic, racial, or religious group”. It is
considered the gravest of international
crimes, and its prohibition constitutes a
non-derogable peremptory norm (fus
cogens) of international law.

Because of its status as a jus cogens
norm, the duty to prevent and punish
genocide gives rise to an erga omnes
obligation - one owed to the international
community as a whole. This means that
all states, regardless of their direct
involvement in a conflict, are legally
bound to act against genocide wherever it
occurs. It is on this basis that South
Affica, a party that is technically
unrelated to the conflict in Gaza, claims
standing to bring the case to the 1.

Proving that genocide has occurred
requires establishing two essential
elements: the act itself and the intent
behind it. The first element, known as
actus reus, refers to one or more of five
specific acts committed against a
protected group. These include killing
members of the group; causing them
serious bodily or mental hnrm
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Is Israel committing genocide in Gaza?

Why did South Africa take Israel to the International Court of Justice? What does international law say about genocide? Do international experts believe Israel
has genocidal intent? Can the UN take stronger action? What role are powerful countries playing?

individuals, genocide is characterised by
the of individuals as i f

Tensions rise: Genocide Is characterised by the targeting of individuals as members of a group, with the
aim of annihilating the group's capacity to survive o reconstitute itself are

outset of the genocide proceedings, Israel

of
a group, with the aim of annihilating the
group's capacity to survive or reconstitute
itself as a political, social, or cultural
entity.

What are the main claims against
Israel, and how has Israel responded?
Francesca Albanese, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Palestinian territories, told
the Human Rights Council last year that
there were reasonable grounds to believe
Israel had crossed the threshold for
committing genocide. In her report, she
pointed to the systematic destruction not
only of residential areas but also of critical
infrastructure, including hospitals,
universities, mosques, water systems,
agricultural zones, and cultural heritage
sites, as evidence of a policy aimed at
making Palestinian life in Gaza
unsustainable. Her assessment has been
echoed by prominent rights organisations
such as Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International, and the European Center
for Constitutional and Human Rights.

The scale of destruction appears to
lend further credence to these claims. In
June, a UN Commission of Inquiry found
that Israeli air unltzl. :helling bummg
and d

ol ly inflicting
to bring about the group’s physical
destruction; imposing measures to
prevent births within the group; and
forcibly transferring children to another
group.

Equally critical is the mens rea, or
mental element, which requires not just a
general intent to carry out these acts, but
a specific intent (dolus specialis) to destroy
the group, in whole or in part. This rare
intent is what sets genocide apart from
other mass atrocities. While other crimes
may involve the indiscriminate or
deliberate killing of civilians as

Kan - »

more than 90% of schools and university
buildings across the Gaza Strip. According
to local health authorities, over 58,000
people have been killed, including more
than 17,000 children. Gaza now
reportedly has the highest per capita
number of amputee children in the worlkd.
As the starvation crisis deepens, civilians
have reportedly been shot while waiting
in queues for food and essential supplies.
In its submission to the IC), South
Africa accused Israel of “weaponising
international humanitarian law" to shield
its actions from accountability. Since the

@

has ined that its military campaign
tangets Hamas and not civilians, who it
claims are affected only as collateral
d:mag Ms Alhanue hasdescrlbcd |h|s

preciudes a finding of genocide if any
alternative motive appears plausible. In
2023, several states, including Canada,
the Netherlands, the UK., Germany,
France, and Denmark, raised concerns
over this high bar in a joint declaration
filed in the genocide case instituted by
Gambia against Myanmar. They cautioned
that such a restrictive approach risks
making genocide “near-i ible" to
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In January 2024, South Africa
initiated proceedings against
Israel at the ICJ, alleging that
Its military campaign in Gaza
amounts to genocide, based on

prove. Instead, they proposed a
“balanced approach,” urging courts to
weigh all available evidence and discard
inferences that are clearly unreasonable.
In other words, the presence of other
conceivable motives should not
automatically negate a finding of
genocidal intent.

This view is consistent with
international criminal jurisprudence.
Both the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR) have recognised that
genocidal intent can coexist with other
motives. In Prosecutor v, Goran Jelisi¢
(2001), the ICTY held that “the existence
of a personal motive does not preclude
the perpetrator from also having the
specific intent to commit genocide.”

However, even under the ICJ's exacting
standard, several experts believe that
Israel's conduct fulfils the criteria for
genocide.

In November last year, Israeli genocide
scholar Shmuel Lederman acknowledged
that the operational patterns of the Israeli
Defence Forces closely mirrored the
incendiary rhetoric of senior officials.
Similarly, Omer Bartov, a professor at
Brown University and former Israeli
soldier, recently wrote in The New York
Times that both official rhetoric and
developments on the ground had Jed him
to the “inescapable conclusion” that
Israel is committing genocide against the
Palestinians.

What is the road ahead?
Aﬁml\mdklbylhe 1€J on South Africa's

lng lhat Israel has
distorted key humanitarian norms, such
as those on human shields, collateral
damage, safe zones, evacuations, and
medical protection, to blur the distinction
between civilians and combatants, This
strategy, she argues, not only obscures
the real human cost of the conflict but
also undermines the core tenets of
international humanitarian law.

Why is proving genocidal intent
difficult?

Establishing genocidal intent is
notoriously difficult, as states rarely
articulate such intent overtly. Accordingly,
the ICJ has held that intent may be
inferred from circumstantial evidence,
suich as the scale and nature of atrocities,
patterns of conduct, and dehumanising
rhetoric by state officials. In its
submission to the 1¢), South Africa cited
several statements by senior Israeli
leaders as indicative of genocidal

intent. For instance, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed that the
enemy would “pay a huge price” and
pledged to reduce parts of Gaza “to
rubble.” Other officials have referred to
Palestinians as “human animals” and
called for their “total anmhxlmi:m

against Israel is likely
to take years, as it must follow extensive
hearings on jurisdiction and the merits of
the case. By the time a judgment is
rendered, the devastation in Gaza may
already be irreversible, particularly in
light of Israel's continued non-compliance
with the court’s binding provisional
measures. As a result, the proceedings are
increasingly being seen as a litmus test for
the credibility of the so-called
“rules-based international order”.

Within the UN framework, a strong
case has emerged for suspending Israel
from the UNGA, citing its persistent
violations of the Charter and binding
Security Council (UNSC) resolutions.
Article 6 of the Charter permits the
expulsion of a member state by the
Assembly on the UNSC's recommendation
if it consistently breaches the Charter's
core principles. In 2024, the UNGA
adopted a resolution calling for economic
sanctions on Israel, including an arms
embargo.

Yet, major Western powers, including
France, the UK., Germany, and Canada,
have confined their responses to muted
diplomatic criticism, particularly
following the collapse of the ceasefire in
Gaza in March. The U.S., in particular, has

However, the I(J's
for proving genocidal intent rem:nu
stringent and has come under increasing
criticism.

In Croatia v. Serbia (2015), the court
held that such intent could only be
inferred from a pattern of conduct if “this
is the only inference that could be
reasonably drawn” from the acts in
question. This rigid standard effectively

a & -

1 to shield Israel from
accountability by repeatedly vetoing most
UNSC resolutions demanding an
immediate ceasefire. In the absence of
decisive multilateral action, one can only
hope that President Donald Trump may
once again intervene and nudge Mr.
Netanyahu to agree to a renewed ceasefire
and bring an end to the ongoing
bloodshed.

esel

aplausible risk and

by statements from Israell
leaders and patterns of
destruction.

-

Establishing genocidal Intent is
difficult, as states rarely
express it openly. The ICJ's
stringent evidentiary standard
has been criticised for making
genacide “near-impossible” to
prove, even when actions and
rhetonic strongly suggest such
intent,

-

While the ICJ has lssued
binding provisional measures,
Israel's non-compliance and
continued assault raise doubts
about the credibility of the
rules-based international
order. Calls for UN sanctions
grow, but powerful states ke
the U.S. continue to block
decisive action.
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Firefighters combat a wildfire on peatiand in Riau pravince, Indonesia, on July 20, 2025, These fires can be challenging to extinguish due to the nature of peat, which bums

Mental fatigue can trick the brain
into taking the easy way out

Even sedentary work can feel exhausting when sustained for hours together. This exhaustion is called cognitive fatigue and builds up with continuous effort to maintain focus
on daily tasks. While cognitive fatigue affects our performance and focus, a new study has found that it also influences decision-making by making one prefer easier tasks

Sheetal Potdar

frer a long day at work, it's
casier to Hlop on the couch than
hit the gym. Scrolling over
social media wins over reading
a book, Our exhausted brains favour
casler tasks, even if - according to a new
study in the journal of Newroscience
those tasks offer fewer benefits,

Even sedentary work can feel
exhausting when sustained for hours
together. This exhaustion is called
cognitive fatigue and bullds up with
continuous effort to maintain focus on
daily tasks, While cognitive fatigue affects
our performance and focus, the new
study has found that it also influences
deciston-making by making one prefer
caser tasks,

“Everybody has different capacities for
work,” Vikram Chib of the Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine and the lead author of
the study said. “We all have a subjective
sense of effort — what you may find easy, |
might find difficult” The study also
provides a neurobiological model to
explore how fatigue can influence
everyday decisions.

‘Really cool’

But first, how does sustained effort build
up to cognitive fatigue, and how does it
afect decisions about exerting further
effort?

To answer these questions, researchers
recruited healthy volunteers to repeatedly
perform a working memory task. These
individuals focused on a screen flashing
different letters one by one. In the casy
version of the task, they had to recall if
the current letter matched the preceding
one. As the task got harder, volunteers
had to recall if the current letter matched
with those displayed anywhere between
two to six Jetters prior. After performing
the harder tasks many times in a row,
participants reported feeling fatigued.

Next, the purticipants were offered two
choi asy version of the task for less
money or difficult version of the task for
Fatigued participants chose
n even if it meant eaming
less money, whereas they opted for
harder tasks for more money when they
were rested.

“It was really cool to see something we
expected but was never quantified before,
that fatigue actually influenced the
participants’ choices,” Dr. Chib said,

While the participants made their
choices, the researchers tracked their
brain activity using functional magnetic
resonance imaging (IMRI). This
noninvasive technique allows sclentists to
pinpoint brain reglons that are active
during a task. As participants performed
the working memory task and reported

T—

Mental fatigue can directly change the value of some effort, making the task seem more demanding than if 8 person was rested, TONY TRANUNSPLASH

feeling fatigued, IMRI revealed the
dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (dIPFC),
located just behind the forehead, was
activated, in line with its understood role.

IMRI scans also revealed the right
anterior insula was active when the
participants made their choices. This
region judges whether the effort required
for a task is worth the reward. In previous
studies from Dr. Chib’s group, the insula
had been found to estimate the effort of
performing a physical task while
physically fatigued.

Pushing harder

In this study, the role of the insula was
extended to evaluating cognitive effort,
“This is our current working model of
where effort is evaluated in the brain. The
insula receives input of fatigue resulting
from working memory tasks from the
dIPFC and of fatigue resulting from
physical tasks from the motor cortex, and
it guides decisions about future effort
based on the level of fatigue,” Dr. Chib
explained,

“A big strength of this study is that it
finds connectivity linking exertion to
choice,” Antonius Wiehler, a researcher
studying motivation and cognitive fatigue
at the Paris Brain Institute, said, Indeed,
Dr. Chib and his team found that signals
from the dIPFC representing fatigue
influenced the neural activity of the
Insula. This meant fatigue directly
changed the value of effort, making the
task seem more demanding than when a

ee

A big strength of this soudy bs that it
finds connectivity inking exertion to
cholee
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person was rested.

The researchers also reported a
peculiar observation: while participants
reported feeling fatigued as they
performed the hard tasks repeatedly,
their performance didn't dip, The
researchers interpreted this to mean that
as people performed harder tasks, the
fatigue made them pick easier tasks rather
than compromise their performance.

Dr. Wichler, who wasn't part of the
study, agreed: “When the stakes are high
and the benefits are clear, such as in this
study, people can still use cognitive
resources despite needing elevated effort,
However, when benefits are uncertain or
subjective, like in market decisions, the
increased cost leads to behavioural
changes.”

We have all experienced this in our
datly lives: when a deadline looms, we
push ourselves harder to finish a task at
hand despite needing more effort.

The study also opens new questions.
Dr. Wichler, who induces cognitive fatigue
on much longer time scales (up to six
hours) in his research, wondered, "How
are short-term and long-term fatigue

slowly and deeply, producing smoke and haze, which can spread to nelghbouring countries like Malaysia and Singapore, causing alr quality Issues. AFP

cu »

effects related? How are cognitive
capacities restored after a night of sleep?”
Can cognitive fatigue influence
effort-bused cholces for any task? “We
have a new study coming up where we
report that cognitive fatigue, as induced
here with the working memory tasks,
makes participants choose even a
physical task requiring less effort,” Dr.
Chib said.In other words, there may be a
neurobiological reason to avoid the gym
when one is mentally exhausted,

Time for a break
Cognitive fatigue is a common symptom
of many neurological and psychiatric
conditions. Patients who have suffered
stroke and those suffering from multiple
sclerosis, chronic fatigue syndrome,
depression, anxiety, and schizophrenia
have reported mental fatigue. Yet the way
fatigue manifests in these conditions is
poorly defined, The new study s a step
towards developing ways to manage
fatigue by understanding how it affects
effort and decision-making in the brain.

How can we avoid fatigue skewing our
daily decisions? Dr. Chib advised being
“mindful about taking breaks. While we
haven't directly tested it, reframing tasks
can also help” The next time you catch
yourself making a poor but easy choice
while mentally tired, you know it's time
for a break.

(Sheetal Potdar has a PhD in
newroscience and works as a sclence writer,
sheetaldpotdarigmail.com)
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Volunteers (n a study had two
chokes: an easy version of a
task for less money or a
difficult version for more.
Fatigued participants chose
the easy option even if
meant eaming less, whereas
they opted for harder tasks
for mor

money when they
were rested
v

Researchers reported that
while participants reported
fatigue as they pedomed
hard ta heir performance
didn't dip. This was
Interpreted to mean that as
people performed harder
tasks, the fatigue made them
ple sier tasks rather the
compromise performance

v

Cognitive fatigue is &
symptom of many
neurological conditions. Yet
the way fatigue manifests
here is poory defined, The
new study i a step towards
developing ways to manage
fatigue by understanding how
It affects effort and
decision-making In the brain

Moon Day: remembering the leap

International Moon Day
is celebrated every
i | year on July 20 to
4 commemorate
humankind’s first
landing on the moon
by the Apollo 11
mission in 1969, The UN General
Assembly formally recognised this
date in 2021, following a proposal
rec: ded by the C on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(COPUOS). The commemoration also
aims to highlight the collective
progress of all nations in exploring the
moon,

On the day, activities like public
events, sky-gazing, educational
outreach, and science competitions
are organised worldwide to inspire
curiosity and foster interest in space
science, especially among the youth.
According to the UN, International

An aircralt passes in front of the meon; the red glow is
attributable to smoke particles from North American
wildfires, a day ahead of the full supermoan on
August 18, 2024, ReuTins

occasional commentary questioning
whether the date, rooted in an American
achievement, fully encompasses the

i

Moon Day also serves to p
sustainable practices in space,
international cooperation, peaceful
exploration, and the responsible use
of lunar resources.

There have been minor criticisms
related to the chosen date. Some
commentators have noted that while
the Apollo 11 lunar module landed on
July 20, Armstrong's first step
technically occurred at 2:56 UTC on
July 21. This ambiguity has
occasionally prompted debate over
whether July 21 is more accurate to
commemorate, There is also

al spirit ded by the UN,
more so since other nations have
contributed significantly to lunar
exploration.

Despite these discussions, July 20 rem,
globally recognised for now as the date
humankind first leapt beyond the earth,

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in
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Karnataka vs Andhra

This is a sub-plot of a larger narrative of
states fiercely competing for investments

HE FACE-OFF between Kamataka md Andhra Pradesh to attract
plifiesthe i P

states toattract foreign 4 Thisshould b
welcomed provided it does not entail asubsidy race to the bottom
thatseriously strains theirfinances, This spat is reminiscent of Maharashtra's
angst over losing out to Gujarat fora big-ticket semiconductor facllity a few
years ago. Karnataka similarly is mlﬂ!dbyh\dhn'l lmluuon waeroqm:e
considershifting their

near luru's ‘Alrmﬂ ran Inlolandacquln
tion problem- from prnmnng flrmen Andhn s minl:m for human

NaraLokesh—wholsalsoth of thechief indicated that 8,000
muf ready-to-use hnd iun oumde Berunluruwuwalhblz besides an
kaaccused

HO WOULD HAVE
Imagined that
India, which lived
from “ship to
mouth” with heavy
dependence on food ald under the US
Public Law 480 prog In the

Viksit Bharat

® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
NEED PARADIGM SHIFT FROM INDISCRIMINATE FERTILISATION TO SCIENCE-BASED SOIL NUTRITION MANAGEMENT

Healing soils in India

ASHOK GULATI, LEONARDUS VERGUTZ,
& RITIKA JUNEJA

Respectrvely distingushed professor at ICRIER, chief scientific officer at OCP L and
research fellow at ICRIER

INANCIALEXPRES
@ HEALTHY INDIA

Union minister of youth affairs & sports Mansukh Mandaviya

A healthy body can only lead to a healthy mind and
a healthy mind can catalyse the nation towards

OM

54% but using 820 less Kand 13% less

P.The situation In many other states Is

150 similar, This highl, use

of N, P, and K and the neglect o{
leads to

nuulll on agricultural pmdncllvuy

1960s, would emerge as the world’s
largest rice exporter? In FY25, Indla
exported 20.2 million tonnes (MT) of
rice In a global market of 61 MT. It also
runs the world's I.\rgnl food distribu-

Andha's minister o ﬂlhk\g ln uoubkd wnlen nnd d«.hred that not a sin-
gle industrywill
A complicating factor for Andhra's nmblllon: to m up an aerospace
ecosystem Is that foreign and d !
onlyina fewstates like Karnataka, These are mostly rldm'lmu that have
a head start in industrialisation. On foreign direct investments, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Gujarat, Delhi, and Tamil Nadu together accounted
for over four-fifths of equity inflows last fiscal, These five states also
account for halfof the filed industrial daand
posed investments, The tendency of investments to be attracted to such
states only reinforces the Biblical axiom, forwhosoever hath, to him shall
&‘ ven! T‘hla reﬂem the uggiomeullon l'acloral theu states offerllf~
their n
lerms of Avnllablllty of skilled labour, supplier base, and prospect of
dge spillovers to coll near existing units, Karnataka's com-
parative ad: ges are ble as it for 65% of India’s
aerospace and defence sector, For such reasons, the proposed aerospace
park can come up in an alternative location in the state.

The disproportionate share of the richer states in investments does not
implythat they do not compete among themselves.Or that rivals like Andhra
cannot break into this select group. lhmalah and Tunll Nadu haveaggres-
sivelywooed l'mnconn. t Despl bdnga
bastion of ind harashtra st :Illy lounul h

Fetondly tnotjustl do like the
Tata- Alrbulpm)en asinvestors rued the *lack of cmdudvc'llmo:plmv In
!hc state. und acquisition problems have also bedevilled the state as was
hyd Godrej,ct ,...mn..f(.,dmimmm

& tand fe

y

w-uu—s- —u-.]lll
an hour's drive southeast of Mumbai took a decade.

Thead that Andhra has vis-a-vis Karnataka is not just its sub-
stantial land bank but also the fact that its policies are inalignment with
thoseat the Centre.Andhra has al lled avisiond for2047
to become a developed state wlth a focus on stimulating aglml(un.' as
wellas building a robust tobe
drawn toAndhra due to lu Iuge l:ngllth speaking populationand a vul

of lonals based Inlhe
USandother devek ped nati t g ificantl ib
state's economic development.

gtothe

F1's growing pains with
Apple TV+ would be worth it

FRESH EARNING a box office hitwith F1
bid ESPN for the US broadcast rlghu w l‘l the amnl spon whllc Fl h.n nm
d that it has
rnlngmmplomhlp.nu‘ Itcomes witha whl’ul trade-off. Since 2018, F1 lAmul
doubled on ESPN. Requiring y
leTV st cable-led
l 1 needs to do the deal Anyway To grow, the rmng serles mq-ulm youns and

tion p he PM Garlb Kalyan
Volnm provldlng 5 kg of free rice or
wheat per person per month to more
lhan BOO million people, And still the

ration of Indla holds about
57 MTo rice—the highest stock In 20
years and nearly four times the buffer
normof 13.54?MTasof July 1.

Poverty has reduced dramatically
too. The extreme poverty headcount
(earning less lh.mr /dayat 2021 pur
chasing power parity) dropped from
27.19% in 2011 to just 5,3% in 2022,

IMBALANCED INDIAN SOILS

Sulul of indian Sods (2024)

= Low/deficient

the fertiliser-to-grain
response ratio has declined signifi
cantlyfrom 1:10in the 1970s toa mere
1:2.7in 2015,

Medium = High/suff

100 -
1
80 Il
60 0.6
&0
5
20 ‘ 41
70.2 Bom —
Source: Soil Health Card, M/o Agricuiture and Farmers' Wallare, Gol

these ach
malnutrition among children nmalm
a challenge. The National Family
Health Survey?5 (2019-21) reports
that 35,50 children under five years
of age are stunted, 32,1% are under-
welght,and 19.3% are wasted. Clearly,
food security in India has evolved
beyond merely ensuring calorie suffi-
clency—It now must encompass nutrl-
tlonal security as well,
One of the critical and often over

looked factors here is the health of our
solls, S

only lmpalr agvkulluul prnduclkvlly

als like wheat and rice, which In turn s
linked to childhood stunting, a condi-
tion that affects both physical develop-
ment and long-term cognitive and
Income potentlal,

Of more than 8.8 million samples
tested under the Soll Health Card
Schemein 2024, less than 5% of Indlan
solls have high or sufficient nitrogen
(N), only 400 have sufficient pi hate
(P), 329 have sufficlent potash (K),and
Just 209 are sufficient in soll organic
carbon (SOC), Impornnny,S()C Isacrit
lul parameter dnﬂnlng soil's physical,

but I quality
of tlupLClOpi grown on nutrlent-defi-

chent solls often mirror those deficlen-
cles, leading to a silent but pervasive
form of malnutrition In humans. Take

I, and biol operties as
these govern Its holdlnn capacity and
nutrient use efficiency. There s also a
debate on how SOCI

Laureate Rattan Lal, with his life-long
work on solls, prescribes that the carbon
content in solls should be at least 1.5-
206, Our solls also suffer from a defi-
clency of sulphur as well as micronutri-
ents like Iron, zinc, and boron, ranging
from moderate to severe. It won't be an
exaggeration to say that many parcels
of Indian solls need to be Immediately
taken to the intensive care unit to
restore them to normal health so that
they can produce nutritious food on a
sustainable basis.

In certain pockets, nitrogen Is
overused while phosphorus and potas
slum are underused, For example, In
Punjab, nitrogen use exceeds recom-

16, while

sufficlent, According to the Indlan

ine, forexample—its def solls
translates into low zine content In cere-

of Soll Science, SOC within
0.5-0.75% Is adequate, but World Food

use Is short by 8994, and pl;mphoml
use Is short by 89, Telangana also mir-
rors this imbalance—overusing N by

the of granu-
lar urea results in substantial N losses,
withonly 35-40% of the nitrogen being
absorbed by the crops. The remalning N
Iselther released into the atmosphere as
nitrous oxide—a greenhouse gas that Is
273 times more potent than carbon
dioxide—or leaches Into groundwater,

hnk " k-

Ing It unsafe for consumption, So,in a
way, this imbalanced use of N, P,and Kis
creating more poll han b

grain {lﬂdl‘ On top of this, a sizeable
part of urea is diverted to non-agricul
tural uses and also leaks to nelghbour
Ing countries. This needs to change.

"To restore soil health and improve
both crop and human nutrition, India
needs a paradigm shift—from Indis
criminate fertilisation to tallored and
science-based soll nutrition manage-
ment. This calls for a more precise and

Informed by rigorous soll testing, and
aligned with the specific nutritional
needs of different solls and crops. Only
when solls recelve nutrients do they
produce food that nourishes rather
than merely fills stomachs. This Is no
longer just an agricultural lssue; it's a
public health imperative.

Thus, to truly move from plate to
plough—and back to plate—we must
start by healing the Mother Earth, Only
then we can walk as a healthy natlon.

Views are personal

Tech made life easier, but focus harder

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Corporate advisor & independert directar on
corporate boards

The greatest risk of emerging technologies is not
that machines might outthink us, but that we
might forget how to truly think at all

WE LIVE IN an age where constant dis

traction has quietly become the archi

tecture of our daily lives, Waking hours
dissolve Into nelx looping cnglenly.
emalls and group chats that demand
Instant replies, and the insistent nudge
of notifications we can neither silence

device,orto finish reading without inter-
ruption, Today, even modest focus feels
asplrational. The discipline of concen-

tration now flickers like a candle in a
storm, What makes this more unsettling
Is how willingly—even gratefully—we
have surrendered mental agency. Mem-

affluent
Apple can deliver that Audlenu better than my(mdlunml lpom broadcaster —
evenonewith ESPN'sreach. 1
acquired F1in 2017 and went towork chanﬂng the model, US rights were glven—
literally for free— to ESPN in 2018 (some races are broadcast on ABC), At the time,
NBC,F1's previous partner, wasn't happy about F l‘:phlulolnunch itsown stream-
Ingservice, F1 TV.The par 11, In 2018, ESPN rep
an avel of 554,000 viewers nmedlnwrxnnylols the number had jumped
to 1.3 million, That hmer ludleuoe l« wrx\h more money. The mwork Is paying
around $85 mill Yahoo,
F1's own 2025 :ulvcy {mmd that over half of its lam lnuﬂm In the sport is
I status. Th Ishowto cap-
ture and monetise that fusion, Yv'oungcrun bases are far less
likely to subscribe to cable and have access to ESPN or even
ABC than earlier generations of fans. Instead, they're online
t'swh 0,100, even at
the risk nhllemllng older fans. For example, this year,
NASCAR saw a 179 viewership decline after it moved five

nor ignore, Even the phy
spires: the horns and clamour of city
streets, the bright flicker of billboards at
every turn,and the permanent display of
screens In every hand.

At the heart of this is something

P Y g g, to
be acknowledged, to be seen, Yet when
these Instincts are harnessed to turn
attention into currency, something inour
soclal fabric begins to fray. Almost imper.
cvp(tlbly. our c!muen shift: cafés chosen

less for

hey by
Joy than by digital applause, Across gen
erations, the impulse Is the same—to
avold the discomfort of stillness.

The smartphone becomes at once

d. In this disso-

ory Is d to search engines,
curlosity to trending topics, navigation
tosatellite maps.In the pursuit of conve-
nlence,we have traded the slow, effortful

must look beyond data privacy into
deeper questions: Does our digital infra-
urw:t;m serve the human mind, or sub

eroslon of ;mducxlvny blunted by con-
stant interruption, creativity uﬁiuced to

vertit
nitive health and the strength of woclal
coheslon,

low thinking. Al lndn leans into dlg!ul
would do well to

This isnelthera retreat

ask what unseen drag this culture of dis-

strategy,

an argument agalnst innovation. Rather,
It Is & consclous act of stewardship—to

and sustained growth,
Beyond the economic calculus lies a

Journey of understanding for curated digital systerms that protect human more profound question: What kind of
feeds and algorithmic nudges. gnitl aghtf p y haping’

Machines donotselze (e — 1 preserve our capacity it and
our cognition by force; Toda, for reflection in an age of quick age ! ']
they wait for us to hand it Y, Sven relentless distraction. In  losing Its capacity for empathy, critical
over,one notificationata  modest focus feels doing so, we affirm that  thought,and democratic deliberation,
time, lulled by the (llusion irational. The gical  progress  The damage can seep Into public life
of control. And so, without discipline of must serve soclety—not itself d g trust In
irony, we gather in confer- . ly o and ing
ences to debate whether now Istoolate. the shared civic space where Ideas once
artificial  Intelligence flickers like a Tvchnoloxy‘l advancels  contended openly on merit, We must
might someday overtake  candle in a storm  now lrrevensible. The ques- ensure technology remains an Instru-
us, missing the QUICTET  see—— 100 that remaing bs how to ment of collective progress rather than
truth— lulreadympe-um balance human effort and an fi ly P
not by dl h ith inst what we gradually sur- Evenin these truths, something stub-

we think about. The real pml s not that
machines will become human, but that

render inourquiet addiction —oops,ad
tion—of machines. It Is tempting to call

humans might forget b b
\‘u. ltum cholees werv never

from Fox, FS1 and the USA Network only passport and prison; It offers a window

platform Amazon.com Inc’s Prime Video, to the world, yet quietly insists that our

AD Apple has reportedly experienced this trend, too,In 2022, own lives remain Incomplete unless

AM forMajor sy okt 4
MINTER Inx awrlhelngua W rights aﬂu thzydheen spread across nance, families lament chlldnn dis
Woorbe T pany tracted at dinner, er
e p figy the how to cut through feeds 1

1024 MLS Cup Final delivered all the faster than lhnughl and

match, despite b

F1 will almost certainly lose vuweu. mo. If It shifts to Apple TV+, But for the
tech glant and the sport, the sacrifice Is poised to pay off in the long term,

For starters, the racing serles’ luxury bra g perfac(ly aligns with Apple ()

mdupscalalonage That it

dlmnl first hm necessary to kup the mlng mhlgmlng
p Alluury maling hit F1 content
off the track puMden Ll p mu.a platform to be ayear
round fan nunmm F1 movie, and an upcoming feature documentary on the

young,

dingattentio '-pmml'r

his coll lly. Yet history shows that
Ing it.Beit lmohua.almhﬂdapmdnm
or other seductions of modem'm we

bornly human endures, At family wed-
dingy, playing with a child, or when con-
nectivity falters, we remember how to
simply be, Perhaps it s in these non

curated, oreven inconvenient moments
that we glimpse what It truly means to

iy d to live as human. So too must

find
labour of staying relevant,
The steepest cost Is pald In attention

can be engineered, It can also
bemoderlud thmugh thoughtful pal

ond as comfort, belonging, and escape.

our mnlvr To nclalm our attention as
fwhat mak

tl.llf'-'-‘m \ A etill

Itself. Once, It to hear
a friend's story without glancing at a

.\rdlhlp ) an
tasked with protecting publu: interest,

THE EDITOR

driver nLewis Hamllmn,ure rejust the start. 2025’ monsoon
Likewise, h Il i
reality, such as ¢ the Vision Pro — u a puunlul glme changer for how fans exper| session
ence motorsports. While promoting F1, for example, Brad Pitt and Tim Cook From the look of it, the monsoon
debuted B hat sends the viewer hurtling around a session of the Parkament
track with the actor, It"s not hard i a basel ing from Monday is going to
fore :m rug. In the future, be stormy. At the same tim, it falls on
Tobe falr, ES] 5o shifti all members, no matter where they
ESI'N for eumple s hunchlm anew flagship app this fall, What differentiates are seated, to weather the storm and

Apple Is that it has itself asan
racing and other athletic events, For, B
racing fans, that'sa h
and Apple, It's a match made at the track.

lifestyle brand beyond
hion.fk heel

"s sports. first. For F1

ensure that it does not become a
washout. The Parliament should serve
the purpose for which it is

democracy calls into play all of the
fine qualities of the parii !

'n\e economic mll of distraction

Delimitation is another thomy issue
[ will grapple with,

Obviously, Operation Sindoor will
figure prominently, and on the special
intensive revision (SIR) of the electoral
roll in Bihar, questions will be hurled at
the governmaent thick and fast. On the
foreign policy front, India’s open

t
~G David Milton, Maruthancode
On Russian oil

Apropos of * Russian oll roll" (FE, My
19), while India's

are. The true test of progress Is not how
fast we Invent, but whether we remem-
ber to remain human in what we create,

Isolated Russia may complicate India's
relationships with key Westem
partners, which are essential for tech,
defence, and diplomacy. Amore
future-ready strategy is to accelerate
the dc:mmic energy transition

discounted Russian oil dlhv'u

g with Israel has its
moral authority on the world stage.
Tho Parkament may also see heated

aver the new ed

constitutionally, Parliamentary

policy and Hindi imposition,

gains, a narmow
focus on short-term cost savings risks
undermining its long term strategic
interests. Deepening energy ties with
sanctioned and diplomatically

g in bles like solar,
wind, and green hydrogen not just to
reduce exposure to geopolitical risks,
but to boost energy self-reflance,
~Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

OWrite to us at felettersenpressinda com
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(You can't put democracy
and freedom back into a box

Alehsander
Kwasnewskl

LL the peninsular states have  The success of peninsular states in fostering growth is why they must  task of compensatory redistribution.
INDIAN EXPRESS 1S NOT AN m;‘ﬂ{“’:i"‘;imﬂ: pay attention to reducing inequality of participationin delivering | 18 THaneans "m“‘dp':“m""“. ks the plotuc
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION. § {mprovements in 1iving stand- growth, not of consumption through redistributive subsidies GSDP is generated in the Bengaluru urban
— Ramnath Goenka 3 ards, human development, and district. The Hyderabad metropolitan area
3 economic modernisation. These (Hyderabad and Ranga Reddy districts) ac
- % are fantastic achievements ONLY INCLUSIVE counts for over 50 percent of Telangana’s
3 dwlnnmn‘leumﬁ: lm'; l,l:wlbvun-lm 1 ll{tlu' (‘n.‘s'xlul:’m-e me}:n':i monc”:nnnm
4 airs in North and East India. How- ‘N" I \ net-worth indivi SOrve as
sTR]lm BALANCE BE’FWEEN aver; the next phase of economic transfor- GRO H CAN CUT ahubof luxury consumption, in stark con-
mation necessitates a strategy of prosper- trast to the picture of low prosperity and
JUVENILE INNOCENCE AND ity that secures higher incomes for the S U B S I DY BU RD E N high vulnerability that prevails in the rest
majority of people to improve the lives of of the state. 'nm dupnp excellent hum.n
CALCU[ATED CRIMES their families—without relying on public
subsidies. And the biggest sl\nhle ge to ex- trome poverty Auin. therefore, the mnjnr
S g " ecuting such a strategy w! reversing 1N . - T AL Il i I activity of these state governments is redis
HE guidaliries for trying jveciles acccimd of hainots the peraistent and ubiquitous tmequatity |11 NN ATV rivution- spending mones tocompensate
crimes still need fine-tuning, glven the dilemmas the vie- that charactorises the contemporary eco- the majority who have benefitod very little
tims, thelr families and prosecutors face, A case in point nomic landscape of the peninsula, RATHIN ROY 1 Kaut from th inthe
relates to the minor, accused of alleged drunk driving at this better, it is mﬁmm ——a aggregate per capita of these states. Better
high speed and killing two IT professionals in Pune last to distinguish between inclusion and re- . to be an avernge Kannadiga than a Bihari,
May. Debates continue even a year later on whether he should distribution. Consider a family of working THE PENINSULA but a long way to go to approach the pros-
be tried as an adult. The prosecutors deem it a helnous erime, adults. One earns B peroent of the family perity of an avernge Malaysian.
which legally obligates the minor's trial as an adult. The de- income, and the rest, 5 percent each. The Two important corollary features of in-
fance argues that anly m‘llom m-crlblns aminimum seven- top earner will subsidise the others, but equality cause further roadblocks to in-
the pow) that will make the family entirely depend. vesting in future perity. Much of the
year . accused cannot ent on this single earner: In a family where concentrated th and income is stowed
be tried as an adult since none of the charges prescribe such all four members contribute 25 per cent “under the hood"” to avoid taxation and ac-
a penalty The Juventle Justice Board sided with the defence, anch to the total income, the question of countability Hence, gold and real estate
also disallowing the preliminary evaluation of the minor's dependence not arise, markets boom in loutlom Tamun-
mental capacity and maturity to realise the consequences of When growth enriches the few at the ex- able to buy a resale y in the four
his actions for trying him as an adult. penseof the many, governments, more major cities of South In: hwnhwl being
This Is the grey area that m.gd“mmk,n lnwmm‘ rapes an redistribution to compensate for inequal- asked for at least half the payment in
the Nirbt to the g‘_\;Tm- u:m ?; mb;ﬁlhm 1:: “cash”. :our:fz r-mm;- and small bulll-
o majority with sul ines, af- nesses, therefore, confront outrageously
}ﬁ:‘e:?l:mm mmlmr m&”ﬁm ll“lgkmllr?ur;‘ . ndulhu'l'l'mul! furdable meals, pensions, income suppart, expensive asking prices for lhnmlld
pho cnmlum Y Hpe :n the anm OR88. gd free !rnmpon among other bmoﬂu stock ()I( :idm?i money” real ;:ma. Thisis
 death the rich- a pan-India phenomenon, but a particu-
We need a more assertive and uniform legal mechanism to er a State. Henoe, a lot of people who suffer larly serious challenge for the peninsula.
clarify these ambiguities, The judiciary must ensure the juve- from th in the The second is the persistence of the in-
nile board’s discretion is pragmatic and not subjective. If the are better off than in v states, formal sector: Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
benefit of doubt favours the juvenile accused on technical However, fiscal policy is » hard taskmas- the same PCI as Indonesia, but thecm-m
grounds, it often sidelines the severity of the offence, All  §  ter: States with a $3,500 per capita income cupof tea costs about the same as in Bi
caused deaths should be declared helnuua. its definition not 5 (PCD) are spending the same proportion of Alow-puid, low-productivity, informal sec-
bnggsd down by sections and A psychol ; their budgets on pmyldlnq compensating tor; fuelled by cheap labour from the
fon must be v and, in add 10 corvobare- 1 :hld;uﬂ:;::h u $1,100 PCL mlh northern and eastern llkltuI ildnpkmi:l
N . : P! 8 0 N0 resouroes to in- 0 e
tive evidance, it should consider the accused's actions before & yest in growth, employment and human  ed young popul-mn Female labour force  Samsung and Foxconn are too low for these  lifestyles that are otherwise anachronistic
l""’ 'ﬂ"‘:‘““‘ Incldent. s H capital. The peninsular states will be at falling. I workers to be eligible to pay income tax. in a middle-income region. This perpetu-
law correctly reformation over retrl- £ higher levels of income and human devel-  tion imqulllty inKeralaarenowamongthe  So, manufacturing has not been the en-  ates an extractive culture of low wages and
bution, but it must reflect the evolving reality of juvenile £ opment due to past progress, but will also  highest of all Indian states. This means that  gine of inclusive prosperity in Tamil Nadu.  low productivity, which throtties progress
criminality. The State and the judiclary act as guardians of ;;- bestuck ina development trap. Thesucosss — the state government must undertake in-  The state continues to subsidise these toward the next stage of high-wage, high-
Juveniles accused, assuming that, by their age, they cannot £ af peninsular states in lmt:mgwgmmh is  creasingly heavy fiscal lmmmmpmu workers and their families with meals, edu-  productivity development transformation.
fully comprehend thelr criminal actions. Today, most juve. ¢ peecisely why they need to pay the mostur-  those not benefiting from the Keralastory  cation, and transportation, despite their I the peninsula is to grow and prosper,
niles, irrespective of the soclal settings of oppression or in- gent attention to reducing inequality, not Tumil Nadu (TN) has the hi manu-  employment in highquulilv manufactur-  building on Iu impnulvp achievements,
dulgence, are no longer naive or impulsive. Offensive digital inequality of consumption through redis-  facturingGDP ratio in the peninsula. Con-  ingjobs. Ital amount I8 not enough.
d tributive but of par- is While  of public money v offering incentives to for- A strategy of hu-lmlw prosperity, rather

and social media content influences them, and many engage
in erimes with full awareness, even brutality. Courts must
treat all juvenile offenders as products of systemic fallure,
but exercise rigour in heinous cases where they exhibit vio-
lent froe will or total Indifference.

MEDICAL TRUTH NEEDS TO
EXPOSE COSMETICFICTION

URATED perfoction and influencer culture are driving the
Innocent pursuit of youth and beauty in a perflous direc-
tion, Falr skin, unblemished faces, and lustrous halr are
the ideals of attractiveness, and exploiting this aspiration,
the cosmetic Industry is peddling an array of skin-whit-

AR HHHA A

ticipation in delivering growth and

ing the income rewards that come with it.
Tuke Kerala, It has the highest per capita

income (PCI) of all major states and top-

notch human development, However; there

are notenough quality jobs for a well educat-

A TIME FOR

ODAY is Kamika Ekadashi,
extra special because it falls
in the holy month of Shra-

deprivation and inequality between rich
and poor districts are pronounced, state
government interventions and subsidies
have considerably improved the quality of
lifie in poorer districts in recent years. Yet,
wages offered by foreign mega corps like

eign investors, but the resultant invest-
ments do not deliver a quantum increase in
inclusive prosperity—the rich continue to
disproportionately v the income and
wealth benefits of the manufacturing
boom, leaving the government with the

THOUGHTFUL GESTURES

i ST

A

than fiscal redistribution, needs to be
urgently executed. There is the talent to do
this, but is the peninsular elite and political
leadership capable of rising to meet
the challenge? (Views are personal)

(rathinl00agmail.com)

MAILBAG

WRITETO: letters@newindianexpress com

Parliamentary conduct

Ret: Monsoon session: Answers MPs must
seek in parliament (Jul 20). The parllament
must demonstrate the most democratic

nnlruumnh l)lYlmuly kits, uuwlemams and mcallud “mir van, which commenced on RENUKA NARAVARAN form of debate, with the speaker possessing
acke™ | Easily lated, influ- July 11 and ends on August ‘4 paramount authority. It Is not possible to

encers and beauty experts mhmdaul promote them. Selfhelp ¢ i ¢ It is meant to be a time of tlap with one hand. Similarly, the treasury

classes market m:ulccum. suchas J\,mwwm \'llnm).ng $ reflection, spiritual inquiry, FAITHLINE and opposition benches must to-operate for

Injections, which the movie and modelling Industries use regu-

and stock-taking of events, relation-

a smoath tonduct of the monsoon session

ships, and directions that are impor- umd healthy option as a gesture that  curry, and loads of sweets, which does of the parliament.
mmﬁm o Vlmmlnl)mpplnmant?dukln p'mh tant to us. A calendar opporlunny one of us could make, and not  not sound helpful at all for those walk- HP Murall,
"" 1 sales and pr provided by tradition to r y onan E ing long distances.
can play havoe W"h one’s health. what we want to keep, and think of Delhl NCR is presently aswarm with 1 often wonder if these hosts could Greasy move

A| the heart of this trend is a generation growing up on in-
ternet advice and reel-life (llusions, as well as assured beauty
shorteuts to soclal and success. . beneath
the promises lleu a munm.lnu truth. A recent |ludy revealed
that for used in embalming and indus-
trial mnnufnclurlng. is also heavily used in cosmetics, face
creams, and body lotions for darker skin, Darkerskinned con-
sumers are disproportionately exposed to these toxins. Sock-
otal pr them beauty prod; that
may contain hazardous chemicals, such as parabens, sulfates,
and phthalates. At least 30 percent of users have reported ad-
verse reactions, The film industry plays its own role, celebrat-
ing lhe likes of Shah Rukh Khan and Tom Crulse for thelr

how we can make small or big chang-
es for our well-being.

The belief goes that this Ekadashi is
further powered by the preceding Asha-
dhi Ekadashi on July 6. That's also
known as Dev Shayani Ekadashi be-
cause it's believed to be the day when
Bhagavan Vishnu enters a four-month
period of celestial ‘sleep’ in Yoga Nidra,
or yogic 'sleep’. The entire responsibil-
ity of keeping the universe going falls
on Lord Shiva during this annual oceur-
rence, a period also known as Chatur-
maas or ‘four months’

It's believed that it' ;wnd luck to reg-

kavadias on their way to Haridwar to
fetch Ganga water for the shiviings in
their temples at home. Sometimes it
foels like an invasion because there are
Ium n gangs among them who resort

jolence and the destruction of cars
nnd shops in the city The police seem
to be firmly on their side. I feel bad
about this the ine pil-

be persuaded to change their offer
ings to fruit, milk and nutritious ver
etable curries with rotis or rice. It
could be economically managed with
a bitof planning to really help sustain
pilgrims, rather than making it about
themselves. But that requires self-
awareness or, at a cosmic level, aware-

n building programmes by the
state governments along the route, a
‘chintan manthan’.

Another hurdle is the immovable
wall of established tastes. Bhandaras
or community meals in temples usu-

Ret: Samosa and jalebl face babu's betrayal
(Jul 20). The health ministry's directive
to display warnings regarding the fat and
sugar content In traditional Indian snacks is
amisguided attempt at health reform. This
move demonstrates a lack of understanding
of the real sources of dietary hazards, and
begrudges our culinaty heritage,

K, emadl

Trump-Epstein palling

Ret: Return of the man who knew (oo
much (Jul 20). As stated in the Wall Street
Journal's recent plece, US President Donald

and setting inable vanity goals. ally feature fried food. Even fasts are Trump and Jeffrey Epstein's camaraderie goes
The fallout is b as der report ;lnrlv ““""l':;%f Vllhgu thn:; broken with rrg]ed food, So, Ith:et;‘ml way back, casts a definitive shadow
amam or “ ousand Names pretty impossible to change the 'hal- on Trump's presidency.
:?&m:ggmm;rﬁ% wﬁﬁ:‘:ﬁ;'ﬂzﬂlﬂz Vishnu', a passage from the Mahabhar- wal Mh“n halwai being the profes- GMEM
d a disturbi; ise | “J: Ith | I 'I,wd lhc; ata, during this period. Grandsire sional cook hired to turn out the puris
and a disturbing rise in mental health issues linked to Bhishma imparted it to Yudhishthira and patato curry. So, I'm wholly hesi. | Proportional attention

misuse of sterold creams, The medical fraternity attributes
this to the influence of soclal media and inadequate medical
monitoring and prescription practices. Consumers fall to re-
allse that these quick fixes, while enhancing beauty, have mul-
tiple side effects. Melanotan nasal sprays often lead to melano-

from his bed of arrows. Or else, read or
listen daily to even one verse from the
Bhagavad Gita. This is recommended
to connect with and channel Mahav-
ishnu's deeply restful and powerful

m

Donating to those in need,
whether food, clothes, water

tant to suggest it to anyone, but can't
help wondering each Shravan why no-
body wants to consider offering appro-
priate marching food, maybe tasty
sattu rotis and alternative sabzi. [

Ret: The other class struggle (bl 19).
Rounded seating arrangement in school
classrooms gives teachers a better view to
Interact with, and attend to, children. This,
however, is only possible when an adequate

‘ma, and self-injecting Botox filler kits can cause infections and & Yoga Nidra energy into our lives, there- of money, can deepen one's can't practice what I preach because | teacher-to-student ratio is established,
even blindness, It is high time that public discourse caught up by reducing stress, personal journey and friendship am inclined to other causes. which must be a priority for both public and
with medical reality. Regulation of risky products and thelr Toenhance this step in our personal e  OMme very Lo b

Mg 18 necssanryf Boaniy hormaé iotid be challinged journey, and in our sakhyam or friend- with God this Kamika Ekadashi. happen, too, in Delhi. Last woek, n doar Sreenivasan Raman, email
marketing A ship with God, we are also given a rec- Genuine giving comes from the friend of decades, a UP-ite, threw an ‘all-
In visual and broadcast messaging and societal trends, Brands ommendation for Kamika Ekadashi, heart, centred on the well- girls' birthday lunch as she does each Maentoring mentors
have to be accountable for the safety of their products as well indeed for the entire month of Shra- y year. Her friends from school, college Ref: BOS student dies by suicide, faculty
as the narratives they create. Ethical guidelines must be drawn van, The recommendation is simple being of others rather than and work are invited. She sets up a QR Metd {Jul 20). The recent reports of female
up for influencers to follow. yet powerful—donate to those in need, personal gains code for a charity of her choice and asks students taking the extreme step due

QUICK TAKE

CLEAN THE SLATE

T'Sa "surprise on the positive side”, the Supreme Court noted

when a Tamil Nadu legislator with no crime record whatsoever

appeared before it in a case last fortnight. That is a forceful
reflection of today’s politics when a politiclan’s unblemished
record is a wow moment, The caurl s reaction, a mixture of
{rony and disbellef, Is also an of the sy In which
routine political malfeasance undermines effoctive governance,
Look at the numbers—251 MPs have criminal cases, 1700f them
facing serlous charges, the apex court heard recently Nearly 45
percent of 4,002 MLAs have lengthy rap sheets. Criminality must
cease to be a falt accompli for political success,

giving whatever you can of food, cloth-
ing, water, or monetary assistance.
Everything counts, big or little. Even
astudent or someone on a tight budget
can make small but thoughtful ges-
tures to earn merit.

An elderly mochi or cobbler gave
me a good clue about this when I went
to get a lllprer repaired. There were
food carts along the road selling mo-
mMos, samosas und veg burgers. I im-
pulsively asked if I could get him
something. Instead of the fried food,
he said he would like bananas, a wise
choice. So, I got him six from the fruit
man's cart. It cost a small sum of €30,
but it was clean, power food, full of
nutrition. Giving fruit is certainly a

grims marching stoically under the
sun on the long road to Haridwar

bad name because of the rowdies.
Many devout householders, shop own-
ers and even companies set up camps
along the route for the kavadias, offer-
ing them free food, baths, and mats to
rest on under a canopy.

One year, at a big kavadiya camp at
Buddha Jayanti Park in Delhi, one
such group of hosts, traders from
Karol Bagh market, told me piously,
"We do it for us, not them, because it’s
good merit". The rewards they're after
are “peace and prosperity”. These
camps usually serve heavy, oily. fried
food—puris, kachoris, samosas, potato

us to contribute whatever we want to
that cause. This time, she chose an ani-
mal shelter called All Creatures Great
and Small. No pressure, just a sweet
poem about it on WhatsApp, saying ‘If
you like', She treated us to sungria, Thai
food and date pancakes with coconut-
jaggery ice cream. Some guests pre-
ferred to bring presents, which was also
acceptable. Many others were pleased to
have the chance to contribute some-
where genuine, knowing she would have
researched it properdy, and were happy
to respect her wishes, Her gesture was
very much in tune with the spirit of this
Ekadashi, wouldn't you say?

(Views are personal)

bl il.com)

to harassment from teachers indicates

a deterioration In the value system.

This coming from people responsible for
mentoring and imparting knowledge on their
wards is all the more wortisome indeed,
RSriramprasad, email

Nimisha's lifeline

Ret: Blood money: Forgiveness for a price
(Jul 20). While the execution being deferted
a temporary relie! for Nimisha, her

return; the end goal still remains. It is the
heartfelt desire and wish of the people of the
entire nation that Nimisha gets r d and
tomes back home safely through whichever
amicable means required.
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Parliament must discuss
Trump claims, Bihar SIR

he elophant in both Houses in the new Parliament bullding during the
Monsoon Session will be Donald Trump. The Opposition has been
clamouring that the government provide clarity on his 60odd pro-
nouncements on the military operations against Palkistan codenamed

Operation Sindoor and the subsequent truce that was called, as he claims, at

hll behost,

The government has consistently denied any US role in the ceasefire being
called after four days of intense hostility in early May in the wake of lhn
Pahalgam terror attack that took place on Apedl 22, Mr Trump’s latest revela-
tion of five jots, presumal M&nd{ both nldn nr only of Indla or of Paldstan, hav-
Iru'b«un shot down 10 the puzzle over war losses.

hllc Pakistan mktml hllmn nn m. r bises 18 wlthnt in ‘Notams' still
ing bssued for certain alrports, India has not explicitly sald how many jets
ilmn have lost in uny ted dog ts sald to have taken place on the
first day of India’s military operations. While war losses are ry, it is
only right that the government take the Parlinment urooph 'S representa-
tives into confidence and share the pluses and minuses
It I8 virtually by rote that m«' mﬁm&a states n: prde‘munn ﬁ.ll‘vuny
meetings its willingness to discuss all issues
Crime, and law and 5o by the Opposition. But the common expert-
order Issues are by ence is that Parliament sessions break down over
pr lndior the € n

0 necopt o
llnn ns lﬂd oul by lhn Spuknr and pmtdtm nln»
I'-rlwmm -unum h-vooﬂm been punctuated

by
loading to om-mm huymm of almost whole
sossions, It 18 generally resolved to have an open
and meaningful session after the government
national concern for  soks and ks promised the cooperation and coordi-
debates In the House, nation of the ition for the smooth running of
Parliament. But this tends to become mean
in the cut and thrust of politics when isation u)ml over, leading to walk-
outs, boyeotts and demonstrations m Parliamen
As the world i in a crucial af
events amid churning of global trade, mo wiging of wars nnd military nwn
tons, lncludmﬁ by Indla and Pakistan, it s only fair that the
comes forth willingly to share what has happened since the lgam terror

ovent.

There have boen misgivings over several other kssues, besides the Pahalgam
attackers not having been brought to justice and Mr Trum L repeated claims,
sinkd to numbar 24, of brokering truce to tom-tom his bid Nobel Peace
Prize including his common boast that trade with the Unlmd States was the
stick and carrot he used to make the subcantinental nations to see sense.

The Election Commission’s proactive updating of poll mlh in its SIR initia-
tive that, many fear, would lead to selective erosion of lo's right to vote 1s
cortain to come up, too, and it 1s up to the government o explain why this
exercise s being held now close to the polls in Bihar. Incidents of lawlessness
and harassment and rape of women are by no means restricted to states ruled
by any of the two major alllances. But the ition must be to bring
up toples that are of national conoern for debates in Parllament,

Govt food advisory half-baked

n intragovernmental advisory issued by the Unbon health ministry rec
mnmmdl’lgm Inlullmm of ofl and sugar in various offices on
off a furore nearly a moath later, with critics por-

traying It as an attempt to target Indian street food vendors,

e the advisory merely included (ustrations of the ol and sugar boards,
they deplcted mostly lndum M apart from ftems lke pleza, bumn chacu
Iate, fce croam, Frenc md]nm'nnur wed controversy on
muil-. here the mvummml wins criticised for allegedly mandating wm-ulnn
Inbels tor jalebl, samosa and Inddu.

The backlash was so intense that the government, instead of clarifying the
actual contents af the advisory, dismissed the sockal modb mnuglnq
news. A day later, the lssued a It
stated that the mim was almed st nudmnu people moul lnnlmhr by iy
ing awareness about the harmful effects of hidden fats and excessive sugar in
various food items.

Exoessive consumption of oll and -urr Isa luY.umlrﬂmwt 1o rising rates of

o sty tod diseases.

obesity, dlabetes, hypertension and otl
mwunumlc impact of obesity alone wis $26.95 billlon in 2019, By 2060, l'ml

figu purcud me to $51.59 billion, The cost 18 expected to
IM 0 §53.6 billlon by 2060,

were tntended o be installed as n of the Food Safety and

%ndmt Authority of India's Eat Right la programme, which was
Inunched in July 2018,

Prime Minister Narendra Modl, during his Mann Ki Baat addroess last month,

rightly called upon people to reduce oll in food by 10 per cent. Earlier, e

pod pwplo to shift to millets, which are considered a healthier corcal

encour
than rice or w

ment has been wrkmt:uh a longterm strategy, the
health m\nmry (] dmllun toattach 1o serious blowback, Just ke
culture and language, food is also clnmlJMhd people's hearts — and votes,
Officials, therefore, should be more mindful of thelr messaging in the future,
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Subhan

How pluralism, liberalism
deﬁne Hyderabad identity

osmapolitanism

has doep roots in

Hydernbad. 1t was

no ha tance

that India's first
Prime Minister, Jaw
Nehru, had cafled H

of Ol
ltmih cantaniment in
bed nttracted Ta

mil and Mﬂnulmw
ng mnmunll from the
Madras Pros)

Jubl qm\un from m mnh

the  precincts

lm India's “second ugtnl'
trupathl Nilaywm was made
the summer home of the
President of India. A few
run ago luru tried to
ay clalm to the status of a
second capital, but the grow-
5’ Hnguistic chauvinism of

5 onoe cosmopalitan g
dm my has put pasd to such

l! n.lhmltn in the fit
hm Mn

ness of th

mmum ter Revanth
ly dssoed & message last

week stating: “No matter

mhhnmuyw spoak.

woar, wi
you live with, what you
hnumln.arthncmym

yderabad welcomes

with arms. Came to
{‘m mm work, to con-
dobmlne-.lollwlv:mdw
belang!"
Chief  minkster Rnddy
full marks for

Nizam's regime recog-
nlwd the value of mvmm
talont fram across the
try

all

distant lands, hn:l»
Independence gavernment
followed  this  tradition

duormmnny challenges.
course, the prooess
even earlier when the
e of erstwhile Hyder
al hmn hiring North
lan Kayssthas into thelr

administration. The fact that
B Koy e

i |n(
narthern Karna

mmwlu V

meant that along with Urdu
the official e of the
state, Telugn, Kannada and
Marthi were spoken within

'l mlﬁ'ﬂlt

Wm (.u;lun n;nmmu

nithes, Different Jocalithes be-

Al

Nallakunta Chik
Dakhai
Tol

the O Clty.
h Hiyorubg beci th
the
capital city of India's first
linguistic state, the erst
wh\h N\Gﬁn Pradesh. Yot
ive gonetations of
mnal leadership and the
cllyl lite did not allow ln-
Im: chauvinism to raise
True, mnv m
constal  reglos
pummmnmum e
could not get around In
Hyderabad  without some
knowledge of Dakhnl and
Hindl and knowing only
Tolugu did not holp. How-
aver, aver time the use of Te-
lugu has more w
spread and, mare important:

I)'. mnﬂ lin, lmc
vy {Gufy
Il\oUniumdm‘nd

took o long time to
Mhmu;l hlmrll’l:g'hw

mdwrlhn lugu,

It Is this historical and
soclal evolution of Hyd
crabad t -'h:mdn h:’ o
mopolitan and prevented the
kind of linguistic chauvin
Ism that has come W take
hald of wo many states —
from Tamil Nadu and Kar
nataka in the South to
Maharushtra and G in
the West, Bengal In the East

mﬂ mul af Hindbspeaking
hern Indh Ilnm lhn

m () c:r
ly mnnolwunl
vnm Hinedi dominat m

with Urdu and
Linguistie uulmwollun
I8 nat the distin-

1o socommodate with ense
different religlous groups
and has boen open to waves
af what have been referred to
In the past as “non-muikl
and  “outsiders”,  When
arated |taolf
-mh lhlml

outsidors. Barlier agitations
for a separate ngany
were even roferred to a8
“Mulks agitations”.
‘M.lnunn ntll thd
minister K. C|

Ilu mn “Ilydurlhld Wol
cames Everyone” takes for
wird this Iiberal approach to

governance.
Indeod, it Is this mﬁ-m
cosmopolitanism of Hydera-
bad that today sets it 4
from Bengaluru and 3
nal The linguistic parochial
Ism in andd Tamil
Nadu s :h-ll-ulm the fur-
ther deve
luru and
bal, nnnmmﬂxnnmd

Marathi chauvinism and
Gujarat has always been o

anels state oven if its
W, moat ot natina

by my political loader in
recent times. M ll nnn in

yﬂlnwl
tive of what btlli ynu hnM.
what faith you pursue, what
dress you wear, what sexual
arlentation you have. As a

Hyderabadi, | can voueh for
this claim. Though, one
mist be aware, that threats

alury,
vmllm of evers the Congre
in with

Rao (KCR) snt & wave of
panic among Greater Hy-
durabad's Andhira commimni-
vmm he made provoes:
agamst “out
lldu mm whser
counsel quickly provailed
aver the ?uml , thanks
In darge part to the gt
odness I.nd liboralism of
KCR's son KT. Rama Rao.
‘nmnur KCR and KTR
to take forward the

tlnmlrmm prlnrmu they
inherited from predecessors
I: Y5 Rajasekharn m
-

During the Covid19
down, when thousands d
migrant workers were laxl
off and distraught around
the country most state
governments  remakned
mute wnculm of mass

of the distressed

migration
working  class

chl minister Siddaramaiah
admonishing non-Kannada
business Joaders for not

Towrnl the  la 3
Hyrsbd b th oot
nity to once agin regain its

status s India's second capl-
tal. And, unlike India's first
capital, it can grow as o traly
cosmopolitan  and  liberal
urban space.

Whn! llyd!nbld still
are botter roads, clean-
or nuiehbmrhwdl more

hml llim:

pollulm The rolulmn 3
sortiveness of both Hindus

and Musbims, with too many
loudspeakers over far too

LETTERS

OVERWORKED PILOTS
Considering their demanding
schedules, jet lag, being away
from family and pressure to
perform and be deemed fit,
pilots go through a lot of
stress daily. This indeed has

been an Issue brewing for
long, The crash of the Al-171
flight in Ahmedabad last
month only brings it to the
forefront. Experts from the
aviation industry have been
considering the need to take
initiatives to ensure the men
tal well-being of pllots. A
holistic approach to health
and safety in the aviation
sector Is needed urgently.
Only this will ensure pllots
remain in peak condition,
resulting in safer skies.

R. Sivakumar

Chennai

EU HYPOCRISY

APROPOS your edit “India’s priocity
should be mrl grade deal wllh us"
(July 19, 2005), IM EU's sanctions on
(‘uunll Vndlnar refinery roek of
n ity own member
pnnmnlrm-l Indla's
pnmu rnl hollow in a world
reshaped geopolitical interests,
As Donald hlnu at punitive
taritls on Rmhn India

must trend carefully. Whln’:nnmr
diversification ix
anced trade doal with
not just for but

al  positioning,  Caught
Washington'’s shifting sands, India
must act swiftly to safeguard its

economy and 1?:
Chidanand Kumar
Bengaluru

FIRST AMONG EQUALS

THE DEMISE of M.K. Muthu, DMK
patriarch late Karunanidhi's eldest
san, who was thrust into the Tamil cin-

- pat fforences in
m He I8 lunmd by his daughter,

hame on foot, Telangana's
KCR went on television and

urged “parth Ind

I
ers” not to Jeave the city and

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal
500 for the best letter of the
week (g‘oes to Sankar Paul
. Email:

asianage.| lmmcmmnll com.

at
0 statement mn-m: [
‘The communal situation
uuinlmt
now virtually has to contend with a “third
Mm its borders, It has to
and Paki %yhmnr&ﬁ
but vulnerabe Carridor, which Iy
" s Iater to its economic growth and development?  In Kolkata and elsewhere in the Indian of Mujib's daughter, Shetkh Hasing, in power over  the road lnk from the Indian mainkand to ity
% But India now faces, on ts eastern fank, a credible  India and Bangladesh have chvilisational,  two terms — flrst from 1996 to 2001, and then for 15 northeastern states. Thus, sooner rather than later,
es nng n as recently a devout frdend now turned  cultural, ethnke and linguistic ties with each other mmmum-mmmn- the Indian government will be well advised to
1t I8 Indleed ironical that the erst- nlhz' been part of the same But the twa nelghbours. However, the dramat- — invite Mr Yunus to New Delhi for a detatled and no-
. . while East Pakistan, reborn as Bangladesh in  after the Partition of Indla in August 147, Ie auster of Sheikh Hasina's in Dhaka  holds-barred discussion to explain India's “red
cture nes w1 December 1971, is now witnessing the emergence of  Bangladesh an Bast Pakistan, rubed from  on August 5, 2024 and her flight to New Delbiled to  lines” to ln!brmnwnhm.w
o vure bonhomie Dhaka and Islamabad. A Rawalpindi and bad I the west. A quarter & pow adverse dimension in Indis | ela  nomic which will accrue ensuring
mmdummuw.muu century wiss to pess before a new nation was born, — tions. Today’s government in Dhalea, led by Nobel — peaceful relations. Additionally, India has to also
Till last your, relations betwoen New Delhi and  laureate Muhammad Yunus as chief adviser, s vie- — ensure that its traditional secular credentials
s O ln\ mmm ve West  Dhaka remained cordial. Immediately after its  ulently antidndia and Is warming up to both  remain of o arder for others to follow, Also,
dstani rulers, who uﬁl\d butchery Indin's PM Indira Gandhl, who had  Pakistan and China, This is a matter of sevious con- - New Delhi 1o channels of communi-
. . . lakhs of their then East Pakistani brethren and glyd role in ' birth, main- oo for New Delhl. Bangladesh would be well  cation with the Opposition force in
e De rlon whose soldiers and (rregulars raped thousands of  tained  warm relations with “Bangabandhu”  advised to note China's debt-trap diplomatic strate- Begum Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh
wamen, the geopolitical wheel has turned full cir-  Shelkh Mujibur Rahman, But after Mujib's unex- gy with nations it ostensibly goes out to assist. Tough thmes lie abead for Indlan
clo, Since ity and lberation, Bang mﬂ—umn in August A India, as South Asia's "g-r.wﬂlhlwm diplomacy.
lndesh enjoyed good relations with In officers, there was i fulr amount  chart a clearcut to fraternal rels
Mm-nmw&&v'mm :'l.p:llnl hmh:ﬂmu‘:l lIlll tons with Mmmm mﬂ:'mgnmb;dhlm oval, was the
related problems river waters, 14708, mon good, must malntain head of India’s Defevice Agency,
Rk R R e S T e o e
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or the nth time, US President

Donald Trump has remarked

about the recent conflict
between India and Pakistan that
followed the Pahalgam terror
attack. Speaking at a private dinner
with Republican lawmakers, he
said, “In fact, planes were being
shot out of the air. Five, five,
four or five, but | think five jets
were shot down actually” It goes
without saying that such remarks
are unnecessary as they hurt
Indias prestige globally without
offering any benefits to the US
or even Trump himself. While
the US President has been les
than prudent in making such
utterances, the Narendra Modi
government has not done much
better on this count. The swift
mobilisation and coondination of

armed forces reflected a high level
of preparedness and resobve, For
this, the Prime Minister deserves
praise. However, beyond that, the

ment has done precious
itthe to elicit applause.

Despite having the upper hand
at a critical juncture, India did
not sufficiently degrade Pakistan's
military ¢ ities— particularly
its air force, This was a squandered
opportunity. Given the extent of
the provocation and the clarity of
Intelligence on militant operations
emanating from Pakistani soil,
a more decisive and sustained
military  response  could  have
had a greater deterrent effect. To
compound matiers, a perception
soon took root that New Delhi had
accepted a premature  ceasefire,
allegedly under pressure  from

the United States.  Although
there has  been no  official
confirmation of Washington’s role,
the circumstantial  evidence—
including  the timing  and
statements by US officials, and
subsequent  diplomatic  moves—
suggests that American pressure
could have indeed influenced New
Delhis decision-making. If true,
this only reinforces the view that
India ceded strategic ground just
when it had the moral and military
high ground. This impression,
unless effectively countered, can
prove damaging in the long mn
It can send the wrong message

both adversaries and allies, lhul
affecting India's deterrence posture
and complicating future military
and  diplomatic  calculations.
The government now needs 0

Govt transparency can contain Trump taunts and help India emerge stronger

set the record straight—and do
that through transparency. An
impartial and  comprehensive
inquiry must be conducted into the
entire episode.

The inquiry must

and were they achieved? Without
this  information,  speculation
will continue to fill the vacuum,
potentially  harming  public
morale and vmhnlng trust in
the g In

iga
the military obj the chain

ry
of decisions taken at the highest
levels, the dipk

y is not a huxury but
a nm-uny A government that
under the

pressures
involved, and the actual outcomes,
both in terms of gains and losses,
This would not only help bring
clarity to the sequence of events but
also serve as a vital earning tool for
future conflicts. Over two months
have passed since the hostilities
ended, and the public, as well as
Parllament, deserves to know the
facts. How many casualties were
there? What were the exact losses
on both sides? What were the goals
set out by the political leadership,

guise of national interest risks
undermining that very interest by
alienating s people. If the Modi
government continues o remain
tightlipped, it will not only

the confusion and unease
surrounding the incident but may
also damage its own credibility
in the eyes of the eectorate.
India must chart its own strategic
course—assertively,  confidently,
and transparently, Only then can

Indlia emerge stronger,

Here is why India’s declining cunsummmn inequality deserves recognifion

Soustra Kanti Guoss
AND FALGUNI SINHA

THE recent  dedine I
Indias  consumption-based
Ginl coefficient —from
288 in 2011412 1o 255 in
2022-23, as reported ﬂx-
“odll Bank Tm o
mum/.
mnhdw'y when juxtaposed
with income-based estimates
from the World Inequality
Database (WID), which peg
India’s Gini u an ostensibly
allnnl in 2023
ing mu apparent
dl-onaxe necessitates 4
closer Interrogation of the
underdying metrics, data
sources, and  conceptual
frameworks. What  follows
Is a reasoned engagement
with the criticism—one that
distinguishes mﬂhodnlnrul
mcnmpaMIlkl

N4

India’s Income Equality Outshines
Major Economies

O e e e s e

+*®
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which fell 10 077 per cent
in FY2L. Furthermore, tax

buoyancy of 1.1 alongside
falling cost of collection

Indicator™ gives & way of
converting  consumption
ginl 10 income gini and vice
versa. The bank estimated
that the average ratio of
income-to-consumption
Ginl coefficients across 84
country-years where data
was available for both is 1.13.

Applying  this
o Indias
based Gini o255 yidds an

economic realities
and highlights the perils of
conflating  fundamentally
digtinet  measures  of
inequality.
Atthecoreof thisdivergence
is @ critical  conceptual
digtinction:  the  difference

income Gini of
288, This still places India
at 12th, even under income-
equivalent assumptions. Thh

sknplr o) imation
olwmd comparing
lyw-ﬂhlnl’l?;huhuc
This raises a  pertinent

between comsumption  question:  why  has  this
inequality and  Income  not  been more  widdy
lnequilly Ina country Iih acknowledged? The answer
s lies in the tendency to
large  Informal mxﬁfme. wdmmfy emphasise outlier
extensive in-kind transfers,
and o rapidly  expanding Whm the simple
wdfare architecture—  approximation given is used
income is often volatile,  forcomparison across nations,
underreported, o difficult  Indids inequality even when

1o capture comprehensively.
Consumption, by contrast,
tends 10 be smoother over
time and more reflective of
actual living standards,

The World Bank’s Poverty
and  Inequality  Platform
(PIP) adopts this logk, using
either disposable income or

measured in (ncome terms s
significantly lower than the
United States and UK. Among
the 48 nations where wdfare

ach s

Secondly, why is the impact
of large-scale socal welfare
schemes conspicuously spared
from criticksm? In a country
like India, where large-scale
soctal welfare

liisis ] iis::o. |  shows better compliance and
TR T | IS hence must not be misread as
1] L rising b ty.

India I s officlal  tax

signifi dUK. 4“8 data  shows  improvi
mor his progr and hry-x;
loda' ol 25.5 surveys indicate
Inthe PP striking. China's a sustained reduction  in
Ginl, 10-point [ lity, then & is worth
m:-;:&r.n -ﬁ\: .K, WID estimates tell

such a different story.

benefits. This uplift of approx, This creates a systematic Toargue that India remains

20% in effective resources
translates into consumption,
Thus, even under these

such as subsidized food, LPG,
housing, rural employment,
health  insurance,  and
direct  cash  transfers—
have significantly  boosted
the living standards of the
consumption  will

of ic provisioning raise
ire especially in rural and
informal segments.

In BE 2025, the Union
Govemnment’s spending on
beneficiary schemes amounts
10 B7.1 lakh crore, and states
together add another 874
likh crore. This totals 1o
nearly 814.5 lakh crore.

According to PLFS data,
the average monthly earning
by regular slaried worker
i approx. Rs 21000 and
approx. Rs 14000 for self-
employed.  The  average
carning per day by a ciswl
labourer is Rs 433,

appros
based: India ranks third.
India’s consumption-
based Gini  coefficient of
255 In the PIP database s

(kpzndlvng on  national
context.

Firstly, it is worth pointing
out that the World Bank in
its paper titled “The World
Banks  New  Inequality

also ionally striking,
China’s cmnmvunn of
Gink for instance, stands at
387, acconding to the same
database and using the same
welfare concept. This 10-point
difference is significant.

these app

this significantly awn;'x\-m
effective inequal iy,

These interventions have
also ked to a dramatic fall in
poverty, with the extreme
poverty rate d from
162 per cent in 201112 to
2.3 per cent in 2022-23. At
the lower- middle- income line
of $3.65day, poverty fell from
61.8 per cent to 281 per cent.

Before accepting  WID's
estimates  at  face  value,
shouldnt we ask what exactly
they are measuring? Coming
onto the WID database, their
benchmark income concept
Is: “Pre-tax, post-replacement
national Income’, that s,
before taxes and transfers,
except for social insurance

1k oy

downward bias when WID
measures inequality in India
by ignoring the redistributive
effet  of these  targeted
schemes and  Inflating the
apparent  concentration of
national income at the top.
So, under WIDY  income

inequality we

deeply unequal based soldy
on  selectivdy
Income estimates s much like
daiming the country lacks
water because Rajasthan faces
water scarcity.
Inequality, like deprivation,
is not monolithic—it varies

are essentially saying that
major uplifiment schemes in
India — have zero impact on
measured inequality,
Secondly,  WID  relles
heaily on tax records to
compie its database. Now,
even if we look at tax reconds,
Gini  coefficient  estimated
using ITR data of taxable
income of individuals shows

decreased
from AY1S (FY14) to AY2Y
(FY22) from 0472 10 0.402.
UA per cent Individual ITR

unemployment benefits.

This means that they
exclude most non-
contributory welfare transfers
~ like Indias Direct Beneft

assuminga ﬁml)'ol’ four, this
transhates to an income of Ry
65000 per capita. Assuming
80 per cemt of the total
bencficlary schemes reaches
bottom 50 per cent, this
translates into Rs 15000 per
year/ person  accounting
for leakages and overlaps
through direct and indirect

Tramsfers  (DBT),  food

l\bﬂk& PG schemes,
Bharat,  rural

hmmandmon

Indias  sochal  protection
system  relies much  more
heavily on non-<contributory
transfers than contributory
Insurance. These are not
counted in the WID's income
concept, even though they
materially rase real income
and purchasing powee.

donging to the Income
roup of less than Rs four
Jakh In AY 15 (FY 14) have left
the lowest income group and
shifted upwards.
A comparison of disparity
in income during FY 14 and
FY23 shows that there is a clear

across regions,
and measurement tools but
that does not invalidate the
broader progress being made.
Any evaluation that ignores
these dynamics in favour of
a narrow, partial view risks
obscuring the very progress it
secks to critique.

As we move forwand, two
takeaways are critical

Fint, improved reporting
Is not the same as increased
disparity—and we must resist
reacting to shadows cast by
better

Second, and most impo
rantly, wdfare economics
must always return to its core
question: what improves the
Ikyapmmuof the bottom
half?

In that, Indias story over
Ih[nud«adeillt-ab«n

rightward shift in the income
distribution curve signifying
people in  lower income
brackets are increasing thelr
income to converge towards
their share in population. The
bell-shaped curve for AY24
speaks more!!

In FY14, the share of the
top one per cent in total
income was 164 per cent,

at the top and
more about comvergence at
the base—quiet, broad, and
measurable in the resources

people use.
(The awthors are a
member of the 16th Finance

Commission and Group
Ecomomic Advisor, State Bai

of India and the other an
Economist at State Bank of
India. Views are personal)

Exercise best bet for people with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia

DAVID BARTLETT

hronic lymphocytic leukaemia (CLL) is
the most common adult blood cancer in
the western workd, and it predominantly
affects older adults. Most people are diagnosed
after the age of 70, but increasing numbers of
younger people, some under 60, are also being
affected.

CLL starts when a type of immune cell called
a B cdl ~ normally responsible for producing
antibodies - becomes cancerous. This not only

The good news Is that gentle
M-nmchlll::-.
u-mnm-nuhm

stops it from working properly but al ki
the rest of the immuine system. For many people,
CLLbegins asa slow-moving, low- grade discase
that doesn't need immediate treatment.

These patients are placed on “active
monitoring.” where they're regularly checked
for signs of progression, (';Ln. especially
those with more aggressive forms of the discase,
will need immediste and targeted treatment

10 destroy the cancer cells But dless of
the stage, CLL involves a pr and often
unpredictable course.

hhuwdld Mlhnhlﬂkﬂhknﬂnlmlum

that can lﬂ«l quality of life for yen People
on active monitoring often find themseves
in o kind of medical limbo: well enough not
10 need treatment, but not well enough to feel
secure. Fatigue, anxbety, social isolation and fear
of infection are common. For those recelving
treatment, side  effects including  nausea,
bleeding, diarrhoea and extreme tiredness can
make everyday life even more challenging

wiwmm
W.mM-LmL that gets.
fact, research shows that Just 12 weeks
of regular exercise can reduce fatigue and
improve day-to-day wellbeing

where germs might spreadk busy shops, family
gatherings, even the gym. But while this instinct
is understandable, it can come at a cost.

Over time, isolation and Inactivity can chip
away at physical fitness, reduce resilience and
make it harder to recover from illness or cope
with stress. The role of exercise Is good for
everyone but for people living with CLL, it can
be life changing.

Our research shows that physical activity
is strongly linked to fewer symptoms and a
better quality of life. Fatigue, the most common
and often most debilitating symptom, was
significantly lower in people who stayed active.
Many also reported reduced pains and a greater
sense of physical wellbeing.

that doesnlt improve with or rest. The
exact biological reasons behind it aren't fully
understood, but one thing is dear: regular
movement helps, People who are more active
tend to fed better ~ and live better. 'lh':rd
news s that even gentle activity can
difference. Low-intensity activities are safe for
almost everyone and come with meaningful
health benefits. Walking, yoga, swimming -
anything that gets you moving - can help ease
symptoms, In fact, research shows that just 12
woeks of regular exercise can reduce fatigue
and improve day-to-day wellbeing. People
with additional health concems, such as heart
discase, diabetes or bone conditions, should
take extra care. It's always a good idea to speak
to a doctor or physiotherapist before starting a
new routine.

The PARQ+ (physical activity readiness
questionnaire) is a hepful tool to assess whether
its safe to begin exercising Once deared, the

I8 to work up to the recommended activity
150-300 minutes of moderate activity a

week (like brisk walking or cyding) or 75-150
minutes of vigorous activity (like jogging or
swimming), along with two sessions of muscle-
strengthening activities per week. Start slowly
-nd build gradually. Because peqvh- with CLL

smaller increases in tumour cell counts after 12
weeks of exercise. Their immune systems also

more robust, with stronger responses
10 aboormal cells. This research s still in its early
stages, but ifs encouraging to see that exercise
doesnt appear to accelerate disease progression
~ and might even help to dow it. The biggest
improvements were seen in people who started
off with the worst symptoms or poorest physical
condition.

In other words, those with the most to
gain, gained the most. Older adults seemed
1o benefit from even modest activity. People
recelving treatment were generally less active
and reported lower quality of life than those
who werenl, but thelr symptom levels were
similar, That suggests physical activity might
offer especially meaningful benefits for people
going theough treatment,

Exercise is already a well-established pant
of care for people with solid tumoars such as
breast or bowel cancer. What's different about
CLL is that many people don't receive treatment
for years - yet still experience symptoms and
lower quality of life.

Our study shows that physical activity
matters just as much for this group. Whether
someone B on active  monitoring  or

10
mha infection risks wlllt staying active.
That might mean exercising outdoors, avoiding
crowds, wearing a mask, or choosing quicter
times at the gym. But, If precautions are taken,
the benefits of movement far outweigh the risks.

Benefits of keeping active:

staying active can help

case sy boost energy and improve
daily life, Its a powerful reminder that even
small steps can make a big difference and that
living well with CLL iseit just about waiting for
treatment, Its about reclaiming strength and
mobility, one movement at a time,

() LETTERS

A stormy monsoon session up ahead

rom the look of it, the monsoon session of the

Mhnauwmmw:gon Monday is likely to be
stormy. At the same time, the members should ensure
that it does not become yet another washout. Obvi
Operation Sindoor will figure mbylulhhm.
“The government will find itself in a difficult situation
when the Opposition raises Donald Trump's claim that
he brokered a truce between India and Pakistan using a
trade deal as a bait and his revelation that five fets were
shot down. The Centre must show intestinal fortitude
to summon the US ambassador and register its protest
against Trump's ‘claims’ The ent should not
refuse to divulge information which the havea
right to know on the pretext of safeguarding ‘national
Interest’ For all the triumphalism over the Operation
Sindoor, the government will have 1o admit its failure
to nab the perpetrators of the Pahalgam massacre. On
lht fal lnlnllwmhhn(ﬂlt)dlhtdmwdnﬂ

7, questions will be hurled at the

lMdt and fast. On the forelgn policy front, lndhs open
alignment with Israel has depleted its moral authority
unlhewmﬂ 'lhtl’ulumnlnuym-uhmd

of uuull Delunnuhn is another thorny issue the
Parliament will have to with, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should be a vigorous participant in the
debates and make them lively without recrimination, To
the extent possible, he should avold foreign visits when
the House is in session.

G. David Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

Need for constructive discussions in
Parliament
ireworks are ap«lrd in Parliament when its winter
beg . The opposition benches
will launch a blistering attack against the NDA-led BJP
g on Issues like Pahalgam, Trump's claim of
ing a ceasefire between India and Pakistan, and
Bihar's Special Intensive Revision. The fierce debate
will likely end in chacs with members jumping into
the well, suspensions, adjournments, all of which are
a waste of taxpayers’ money. Parliament sessions are
becoming increasi l uctive and held
Illll"l!‘d"ww wlﬂdrwrypt:;:dw
Constitution. Instead, all members must rise above party
lines and work towards constructive dhm-bu The
nathon expects ful debates, not mere
Productive parliamentary sessions are essential fora
healthy dmuxmy. and I is lmmm that our elected

seriously.
Gaul Venkata Sudhir, Sec undtnbcd

Rains expose officials' lethargy

Thh refers to “Heavy rain hdnf Hyderabad to its
knees (THI Iu?]ZO) ‘The city’s struggles with heavy
rains are not new, but what is more frustrating s the lack
of a systemic s year after The city is bereft of
a mnd«n‘w Wmn rainage mmm Ew‘:qmﬂd showers
cause flooding due to blocked or undersized drains.
Many natural water sinks have been lost to unregulated
construction, thereby reducing the capacity to absorb
excess rainwater, Moreover, the ment actions are
reactive, not proactive, while Is don't believe in the
once bitten twice shy adage. Coordination among GHMC,
HYDRAA, and other agencies is inconsistent, particularly
during peak monsoon. Structural reforms like drain

and lake in slow or stalled,
“There is a need to expand stormwater drains, increase
manhole coverage, reclaim and protect lakes to serve as
flood buffers and involve Resident Welfare Assoclations in

flood prej
Dr O. Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

Nouse of plastic in AP

n Snud:c round of Swara Andra and Swatch Andra
(SASA), the Andhra Pradesh government started a good
initiative by nmpdgunl against plastic use, especially
single use plastic (SUP) across the state. In fact, plastic
has become a way of life as people are using it lnu-vny
chore, including during marriages, birthday parti
political meetings, least concerned that they are Adm:e}y
yone's health. Efforts by the g
and N(ncdnuuponpeqkmnpum"hlk have
not borne fruit, Unfortunately, even reuse and recycling of
phastic has been below the expected levels, Now that the
Andhra Pradesh government is determined to eliminate
pluﬂcuulnlhtS«manyAw Isudlunplloul
tirety across 17 by Gandhi
hyluhl nnemul)nln themovnnmqﬁnu #nl: use.
Meamwhile, the government must monitor both public
and private function halls to ensure that plastic is not
used. in their respective premises.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiravuru (AP)

thehansreader@gmail.com

(E) BENGALURU ONLINE

BJP spreads lies, will never
come for an open debate: CM

MYSURU: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has
mm«llhll?dddhmdqudu. dm‘l:he

lllk
lnmopmpubkd&u&-adnl!u‘e
BIP continues to avoid.
ina at the

Spnlun; 0 the media after offering
Kabini reservoir, Siddaramalah dismissed B)P's recent
snub of Deputy Chief

criticism reganding his al
ng & government event

Minister DK Shivakumar
in Mysuru. “It Is customary to welcome guests present
at the event. Since the Deputy CM was not there at
that moment, his name was not mentioned. BIP is just
Arying to create a rift between me and Shivakumar,
Thelr efforts to gain political mllw through such
claims are mere lusions,” be said.

B«nn(]iwﬂlwmlhehxbyuhllxy 1o fight Cancer-related fatigue isnt just feeling a In one of our pilot studies, people with CLL (The writer is from
infection, many people begin avoiding places bt tired. Its & doep, persistent exhaustion  who had not yet started treatment showed University of Surrey)
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