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Mitigating, ageravating circumstances in death penalty cases

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHL JANUARY 20

A SESSIONS court in Knlkata sentenced

refonmation.

“The five-judge Constitution Bench did not
specify the standards to determine whether
thedeath penalty should be imposed, but laid
down non-exhaustive lists of “aggravating”

Sanjoy Koy, conwicted wirder
af a doctor at RG Kar Medlcal College and
Hospital, to life imprisonment on Monday.
The CBI had argued strongly for the death
penalty in the case that shook West Bengal
and triggered several weeks of protests and
strikes by doctors. \West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had d ded

and “mil “ circ courtsto
conssder while making the dedision.
AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES,
which could tilt the court's dedision towards
the death pen,
IIFthe murder is pre-planned, cabow-
lated, and involbves extrems hnmllry

tinued threat to society;

W Probahility of reforming the acused;

W [ the accused was acting on the direc-
tions of another person;

W If the accused b-ellewd their actions
were morally justified;

W If the accused ml’ﬁers mentally and is
unable to appreciate the criminality of their
actions.

death for the murdarer.,

The Supreme Court has held that 2 sen-
tence of death should be passed ondy in the
“rarest of rare" cases, after the court has con-
sidered possible “aggravating™ and * mitigat-
ing” circumstances (Bechan Singf v. State of
Punjab, 1980).

“Rarest of rare’ test
In Bachan Singh, the SC considered achal-

lenge to the constitutionality of the death

penalty ltupheld the death penalty, but said
it should be impesed cnly in the “rarest of
rare” cases where there is no possibility of

Wifth der imsmtves* al de-

pravity™;
Wifthe accused has been found guilty of
murdering a public servant, police officer or

used very inconsistently®. In Shankar
Kisanroo Khade v Stateof Mahamstiira (2013),
thie 5C split several cases with similar facts
into two groups: where age was considered
asamitigating factor, and where age wasig-
nored or considered irrelevant. The court also
noted that sentencing in death penalty cases
had become Judge-centric”,

Inthe RG Kar case, the convict Sanjoy Roy

o impase the death penalty.

The Law Commission noted that this de-
cision, and the dedsions it influenced inthe
future, focused ondy an the circy ]

When should this separate trial take
place? In several rulings, the 5C has held it
«canbeon thesame day: in other cases, ithas

the crime. and not the circumstances of the
crimdnal and the possibility of reform.
POSSIBILITY OF REFORM: In Bachan
Singh, the SCheld that the government must
prove there is no pcssllnlltyol nzfnrm and

stressed the il f a “real, effective
and meaningful hearing” during the sentenc-
ing hearingin death penalty cases.

In Dattormyn v Sute af Mahereshom (20201,
thecourt held that such a hearing did not take
place, and that this was a valid reason to com-

N i5 35 years old. that the ldbeagainstsuch — mute: hsentence tolife imprisonment.

After Bachan Singh (TURE OF OFFENCE: In ~ a penalty. In Sontosh Baripar . Ins pedingsinstituted in 2022
'I'heundeutandmgnfmlll- Shankar Khade, the 5C uid mshm(mﬂg‘ the SC said “the court will (AN RE: Framing Curidelines Regarding Pocential
aEETavating circum- EXPLAlNED courtssh have to provide diear evidence as to why the Mngnnngt‘urumn‘mces To Be Considered

stances has evolved over the b-efﬂ\eﬂmnmmapoulnf:ases comvict |snntftfnranylundnl v ), the SC asked
years, and new factors have concemningsimilar offencesbe-  and rehabilitation scheme”. ‘whethersentences delivered onthe sameday
been added to the list through fiore determining the punish- The Law Commission Report said there-  as the conviction satisfy the requirement af a

while an duty,

or because of anything they may have law-
fully done while discharging their duty.

MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES, which

could tilt acase away from the death penalty:
WWhether the accused was “under the
influence of extreme mental or emotional
disturbance” at the time of the affence;
W Age of the accused; they would not be
given deathif they are very young orvery okd;
WProhabilityof the acoused posing a con-

EXPLAINED

ANNUAL MEETBEGINS IN DAVOS: WHAT
IS THEWORLD ECONOMIC FORUM?

—

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHL JANUARY 20

THE WORLD Economic Forum [\WEF) is
holdingits Annual Meeting from January
20024 inDavos, Switzerland. Attendees
will include European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, China's
Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang, and other
leaders in business and palitics.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw is
heading the Indian delegation. Maha-
rashiraChiefMinister Devendra Fadnavis,
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy,
and Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
(Chandrababwu Maidu will also attend. There

————

jor Indian companies such as TCS

Major ;
and Infosys will also be present
in Davos. Reuters

will be a detailed discussion in the WEF
Annual Meeting World Economic Forum
M|mh|smgru.uth,|rwemmsc~
wial i ctureand

mechanism and the Arab-lsraeli War, saw
the Annual Meeting expand its foous to
SO

ic Essues

democratising technology™ Vaishnaw said.

Twim years later, the organisation in-

troduced a system of membership for

The WEF, its founder

German professor Klaus Schwab
founded the WEF. He was a mechanical
engineering graduate who then eamed
aMaster of Public Admini stration degree
from the John F Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University.

After worldng as a profiessor for sev-
eral years, he founded the WEF in 1971,
ariginally known as the European
Management Forum. It introduced the
concept of *stakeholder capitalism®.
According to the WEF website, “A com-
jpany should serve all its stakeholders, not

“the 1,000 leading companies of the
world”, The European Management
Farum was the first non-governmental
institution to initiate a partnership with
China's economic development comimis-
sions in 19749, the same year China and
the LIS established diplomatic ties.

Davas brings together some 3,000

participants(including paying members
and selectinvitees), amongwhomare in-
westors, business leaders, political lead-
ers, economists, celebrities and journal-
ists, Last year, the major themes at the
eventwere Artificial Intelligence. geopo-
litical i

Jjust its sharehalders: uppli-
ers, and the community it is part of "

In service of this idea, business, gov-
emment and civil society leaders annu-

jes and climate change.

Funding of WEF

The\c\l'EFlslargelyﬁJnded byits part-

ally make their way to the Alps “to con-
sider the major global issues of the day
and o brainstonm on solutions to address
these challenges”.

parations. These

global enterprises with annual tmover
greater than 35 billion.

In :IQQ& pann:lpmts emphasised the

What happens at WEF

Initially, Schwab focused the meet-
ings on how European firms could catch
up with US management practices.
Eventsin 1973, namely the collapse of the
Bretton Woods fixed exchange rate

triesin rhepraces;One »deawastnse‘t
up a body to indude 20 countries — half
developed economies and the other de-
weloping ones. Such a meeting of what
wioishd became the G20 was held in Bann,
Germany, later that year.

RISHTI
C IARY
|y Foumtaion Couene |

Bail under PMLA: interpretation by SC,

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
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THE SUPREME Court criticised the
Enfiorcement Directorate | EDY L kefor

L 87501 87501

PMLA and exception

Section 45 of the PMLA, which provides
fiar bail, puts the onus on the acoused seek-
ing hail to prove that there is no prima fade
case against them. This is similar to the strin-
gent bail e anti-terror law

arguing that the rigorows bail conditions in
meney laundering cases will apply to
women even though the Prevention of
Maney Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) pro-
wvides an exception to this standard.

“Wewill nat mlmcmh:lunonmepart
of Unicn of India to make submi

(i
Undawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
(AP

Section45(1 reads: "Noperson. . shall be
releasedon hail oron his ovwn band unless i)
the Puilic Prosecutor has been given an op-
pntmnlrymnppnemeapphcmnn »and

trary tostatute,” a Bench of Justices #.SOlca
and Augustine George Masih said while
hearing the bail plea of a woman acoused
of aiding alleged money [aundering activi-
ties by the promater of a Lucknow-based
real estate compary.
'ﬂumurtgawhallmlhewunmapw
hool teacher named

(i) P Pmmcummppu;ﬁltm
applxanmmemmu;mﬂedmm
7 r he

Iikdymmmnila.rr,'nlfatemﬂennhjl“
However, there is an exception to this
hail standard, which applies to minors,
women, and sick people:
“Provided that a person, who is under

| decisions. These indude:

AAGE OF ACCUSED: In several cases in-
cluding Ramnaresh and Ors v State of
Chhattisgarh {2012 ) and Ramesh v. State of
Rajasthan (2011, the Supreme Court comsid-
ered the young age of the accused persans

ment Otherwise, the court said, applying the
“rarest of rare” doctring would become “sub-
Jective”. The Laww Comamission Be port used the
example of cases concerning the rape and
murder of a young child, and presented ex-
ampl.e;m mow that it “shocks the judicial

(below 30in th }as an conscier ,not in others”.
that they could be reformed. InMnm’nQngm'Stmn_(ﬁmJuh(lm,
However. as the Law Ci findi. nincases

noted in its 262nd Report (2015}, The Deatf
[Penalty, age as a mitigating factor “has been

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY 20

THE LANCET medical journal’s Diabetes &
Endocrinology Commuission last week pro-
posed a new definition and method for di-
agnosing obesity, beyond simply looking at
a person's Body Mass Index (EMI). the ratio
of one’s weight and height.

This comes after years of research, and
the piling upof asignificant body of evidence
suggesting that BMI alone is an inad equate
measure for diagnosing, and treating people
far. iy,

w‘hereme ‘col lective canscience™ of society
is soshocked that the judiciary is expected

quirement for evidence was held as "essen-
tial" in Bariyar “for introducing an element
af objectivity into the sentencing process”.
Stage of the trial

When should the court consider these
cincumstances?

In Bachan Singh. the SC said courts must
conduct a separate trial after convicting, so
that judges can be persuaded why the death
sentence should not be imposed.

(24159 HEALTH

Redefining obesity

A Commission of The Lancet journal has proposed expanding the definition of obesity to look beyond
BMI, and include assessments of organ functioning and physical symptoms associated with obesity

OBESITY: A GLOBAL PROBLEM

According to the World Health
Organization’s (WHO's) fact
sheet on obesity*

2 billion adults gohally are
o4 overweight (including those
living with obesity |, corresponding to
A3% of all adulis. Onty 25% of adults
wiere overweight in 1990,

890 ml]llunadultsau If;‘n'lg

Anassociated publication also proposed ““P“"d’ million children and
a new definition of chesty specifically for v gl jﬁknl'all ad;ﬂ:"ﬂle 390+HD]EL‘H115&§E&15—19
Indians, on the lines of TECHT- has doubiled ) 19810, years are overweight.
mendations made by Thelancet. 7 e it e 80/ 2fchikdrenand adlessens
when doctors have in their arsenal new, "“F“mﬂl’m‘d“’h@ in.the 5-19age cohort are
highly effective medicines, specifically GLP- obese, up from only 2% in1990.
1 receptor agonists such as Ozempic, todeal Dulrruﬁnm}ﬂu March 1, 2024

with clinical abesity.

How has obesity been measured thus far?

The standard method of determining
obesity across the world has thus far em-
ployved BMI cut-affs as the sole determinant.

A person with a BMI of less than 185is
considered to be underweight, a BMI be-
tween 18.5and 24.9 is considered to be nor-
mal. thase with BMI between 25 and 20 9 are
considered to be overweight, while those
‘with Bl aver 30 are considered tobe obage.

BMI is calculated by dividing a person's
body mass (weight) in kilograms by the
sqquare of thedr height measured in metres.
For instance, a person weighing 70 kg and
having a height of 1.75 cm {roughly 5 feet 9
inches) has a BMI of 22,86 which falls inthe
healthy range, according te the definition fal-
Iowed thus far.

‘Why hasthis method been criticised ?
Relying solely on BMI cut-offc leads to

bath aver- and under-diagnosis of obesity.
People with ewcess body fat may not al-

‘ways have a BM] of more than 30. They may

the
of abesity. On the other hand, peaple with
high muscle mass may have a BMI of more
than 30 while being extremely healthy, and
inmoneed of amy intervention.

Then there are many ‘whido have
excess body Bt but still maintain normal ar-
gan function. They too require minimal, if
any, medical intervention.

In India. for instance, many

prevalerit method nfmmmmgnm using Bl cut-offs.

ing of various organs.

“Wesaw that Indians would getdiabetes,
hypertension, heart diseases and other con-
sequencesof chesity evenat ower BML This
is because they typically have higher body
fat percentages and central obesity as com-
pared to Western counterparts,” Dir Anoop
Misra, chairman of the Fortis CDOC Hospital
for Diabetes, and the enly Indian on the
Lancet Commission, said.

Indeed, the BMI cut-offs for obesity were
adjusted for Indians in 2009, 'Ihoselalllng in
the23 to 249 range were deemed
wihile a BMI of more than 25 was deemed o
indicate obesity. This too did not, however, do
awary with the problems arising out of using
Bl asthe soleyardstick todetermine obesity.

The Lancet Commission defines clinical
obesity as achronicillness that resultsinal-

wheezing sleep apnoea, high trighycerice lev-
els, metabolic dysfunctions, non-aloohalic
fatty liver disease, changes in reproductive
systerm, heart failure, chronic fatigue, and
knee and joint pain, among others, They may
alsoconsider how active a person is im thedr
day-to-day life, before amiving at a diagnosis,

Under the nevw definition, cbesity canmnot
simply be salf-diagnosed — it is a determi-
nation fora qualified physician to make. like
ather diseases and conditions.

What does ‘pre-clinical obesity’ mean
under the new definition?

The new definition does away with the
averweight category, adding instead a cate-
gnrycalled ‘pre-clinical obesity™ wh.ene El

excess badly fat, but no associated

meaningful and effective hearing.

It also noted that aggravating circum-
stances formn a pant of the record of a case and
are always available to a judge, whereas miti-
gating ciroumstances are only placed an record

Senbencing.

at a hopeless disadvantage, tilting the scales
heavily against him®, and referredthe case to
alarger Bench to create a uniform approach
tosentencing hearings indeath penalty cases.

ot the sole determinant of body size, which
inturnis not the sole determinant of obesity.
The Commission suggests kaking at amy
two of the following four parameters for
evaluating body size:
mBMI
W\Waist circumference
W\Waist-to-hip ratio
WWaist-to height ratio
Doctors may alse use methods such as
Diexa scan to directhy measure body fat.

What is different about the new
definition for Indians?

Although on the same lines as the Lancet
Commission mmrnmmmnm -Dr Misrais
mecl.asstﬁcammnf‘mgel ‘and'stage 2'obe-
sity instead of preclinical and clinical obesity.

Moreover, “Bil has been retained as the
entry-paint for the diagnosis in India. Thisis
because people are familiar with it, and it
would be easier o implement,” said DrMisra.

According to the Indian definition, a per-
son would be deemed to have stage 1 obe-
sity if they have a BMI of more than 23 —
waist ciroumference and waist-to-height ra-
tin is optional for this group — but do not
have symptoms that show limitations in day
to day activities. and other ohesity-related
«chronic conditions,

For diagnosis of stage  obesity, a person
would have to have a BMI of more than 23,
meet one more physical parameter of obe-
ity [such &s waist drcumference and waist-
to-height ratio), and suffer from obesity-as-
sociated limitations, comarbid diseases.

Howis obesity to be treated?
For_pre-clinical uhesity, the Lancet
risk reducti =

to clinical obesity. This requires munselllru;
fior weight boss, and prevention of wait gain

angoing illness. Like th clinical
abesity, this requires mesting multiple phys-
ical parameters, and a phyysician to make as-
sessments regarding organ function.

teration in organ functions rega: of
other conditions a person might have, “itcan
lead tolife-altering or life-threatening com-
plications,” the Commission states.

The new definition broadens the mean-
ing of ohesity to take into acoount 2 mimber
of physical parameters such as height,
weaght, and waist circumfierence, as well as
things such as muscle mass, and the func-
tianing of variows crgans.

Foraclinical ob is, the physi-

lean people with a BMI of less than 30 haue
abdominal fat that can affect the function-

the age of siteen years or is 2 woman or is
sick or infirm, may be released on bail, if the

cian will have to check for all kinds of signs
and symptoms, such as breathlessness,

The defines preclinical
abesity asa physical attribute but notanil-
ness, It says: “In some people it might rep-
resent an earlier stage of clinical obesity,
whereas in other people it can be a pheno-
type with lower tendency to directly affect
organ function.”

alongwith regular “Lifestyle in-
terventions such as good diet and regular ex-
ercisecan suffice in this group,” Dr Misra said.

For those with clindcal abesity, thene will
e mare evidence-based, and personalised
interventions, Success in dealing with obe-
su'y should be assessed by improvement in

signs and symptoms associated with obesity
mtherthan loss inweight.

“Dasctors now have newer weight loss
mexdicines that can be used for treating obe-
s{ty'hhlghl Imswgrylsawlmlemese

?
Even with all the additions to the defini-
tion of obesity, body size remains a crucial
factor What has changed is that BMI is now

mew t hetter
the patients who need these interventions.
\Using mexdicines totreat a person with a high

BMl'hu no ather cnndll:lnn or symphoms is
R -y —

HCs of law on exception for women

arysub-classification of educated women,
business women. women belonging to

be considered a“vulnerable™ woman for the
purposes of the eception under the PMLA.

Naseem's main confidant. and received
maore than Rs 361akd asa part of the money
i rrise.

Special Court sodirects” high social strata, within the broader clas- (Kavitha was gnven bail by
This exception is similar to exemptions  sification of "woman®._is misconceived,”  the Supreme Court.)
under the Indian Penal Code, 1860(IPC) for  the court said. :
WOmen and mingrs. However, to be eligible for bail, the ac- - Case of Shashi Bala
cused must not be a *flight The ED} is investigating alleged fraud by
Legal precedent risk” or “tamper witnesses”,  Shine City Group and its promoter Rasheed
02023, Dedhi High Court | A M MAUNIT®]  the courtsaid. (PreetiChandra Naseemwlnmmmmuayzm.tm
granted bail to Preeti vs Directorote of “collec
Chandra, wife of Sanjay June 14, 2023) uf mumy [approximately Rs 800- 1000

Chandra, who was the
Director of Mjs Unitech Group, underin-
ing the exception for women. The HC re-
jected the EDYs argument that the accused
‘was not entitled to the benefit of the ex-
ception because she was not a *household
lady".

“_To argue what kind of woman isen-
titled to fall within the provisa to section
A5(1)PMLA by creating an ad-hoc illusion-

In April 2024, however, 2
trial court in Delhi denied interim bail to
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader K
Kavitha in the Delhi excise scam case, ob-
serving that it was not “obligatory” or
“mandatory ™ for the court tofollow theex-
ception.

Judge Kaveri Baweja observed that
Kavitha was “well-educated” and a “well-
placed woman inthe society”, and could not

Crore) from the public. . .and promised huge
returns on such investment”,

“However, no such returns were given
to the investors and they were cheated by
the accused by way of committing fraud,”
the EDsaid.

ShashiBalai i | individisal
acrused of assisting Maseem in money laun-
dering and concealing the proceeds of
crime. The ED has alleged that she was

Shashi Balawas arrested in Movember
2023, and her plea for bail was denied by
Allahabad High Court in Septermber 2024,

The HC held that she was in contact
with Naseem, who is absconding, and
“coupled with the propartion of fraud
committed®, she does not fall under the
category of a “vulnerable woman® and
wiould not be entitled to bail under the ex-
ception for women under Section 45 of
the PMLA.

Shashi Bala appealed to the 5C, and in
December 2024, the ED argued before the
court that the exception should ot be avail-
able to her, On January 15, Justice Ola said:
“If people whoappear for the Uinion ofindia
do not knaw basic provisions of law why
should they appear in the matter?”

Bl [ twedabaa BN
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A giant leap in space

ISRO’S space docking underscores the nation’s technical
prowess and sets the stage for future space explorations

(ISR0), has achieved yet another landmark with its first successful space docking

I ndia's space programme, spearheaded by the Indian Space Research Organisation

experiment. This milestone represents a pivotal moment in the nation's space explo-
ration journay, further cementing ISRO's reputation as a key player in global space tech-
nology. Space docking is the process of two spacecraft connecting in orbit, enabling
the transfer of crew, equipment, or fuel. It is a critical technology for advanced space
missions, including the construction of space stations, in-orbit servicing and interplan-
atary travel. The ability to dock spacecraft is a benchmark for spacafaring nations, sig-
nifying their capability to perform complex operations in spaca. ISRO's docking expar-
imant involved two small, indigenously developad spacacraft launchad into orbit. The
mission demonstrated autonomous manoeuvering, where the spacecraft approached

aach other, alignad precisely, and s

anisms.
This docking exp

uccesshully docked whila orbiting Earth at high speads.
The operation required intricate planning and the devel-
apment of cuting-edge technologies such as praci-
sion navigation, control systems, and robotic mech-

lays the g ik for

India’s ambition to develop its own modular space
station, a project slated for the next decade. Space
docking technology is critical for future missions to
the Moon and Mars. It facilitates the assembly of larg-
er spacecraft in orbit and supports refueling and crew
transfer, essential for long-duration missions. Mastery
of docking technology positions India as a potential
partner for international projects, such as the Lunar

Gateway or other collaborative space station endeavours. The success underscores
ISR0's ability to innovate and develop sophisticated technologies domestically, reduc-
ing reliance on external support. Executing a docking manoeuver is no small feat. ISRO
had to address multiple challenges, including daveloping highly accurate navigation
and control systems capable of autonomous decision-making. Ensuring synchronisa-
tion of two spacecraft traveling at speeds exceeding 28,000 km/h. ISRO's successful
space docking marks a critical step forward in India's space aspirations. It aligns with
the organisation's vision to expand its presence in low Earth orbit and beyond. The

also inspires

in India’s space capabilities as the nation eyes

ambitious goals such as the Gaganyaan human spaceflight mission, lunar exploration,
and interplanatary ventures. The international space community has lauded ISRO's accom-
plishment, recognising it as a significant technical breakthrough. It reaffirms India’s
position as a rising space power, capable of undertaking challenging and high-stakes
missions. As the nation continues to push the boundaries of what's possible, this mile-
stone serves as a foundation for even greater achievements in the years to come. With
avery new stride, India moves closer to its dream of being a leader in the final frontier
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Mahakumbh: Spiritual fervour

meets economic revival

NAND GOPAL GUPTA
NANDI

This edition of Mahakumbh is not only the world’s largest religious congregation but also a
showcase of Uttar Pradesh’s evolving economic prowess and cultural magnificence

ver 3 crore devo-
tees, both national
and international,
taking a holy dip on
the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, has just
validated what we have been
saying for the past several months.
In terms of scale and grandeur,
this edition of Mahakumbh
woutld not only be the largest reli-
gious congregation on the plan-
et. But it would also remain
unmatched for a very long time.
W estimate that it will eventual-
ly have around 400 million visi-
tors (more than double the pre-
vious edition). But wor't be sur-
prised if the actual number
exceeds our expectations, by a
modest margin, Elaborate
arrangements would be an under-
statement,
A more apt term would be epic-
scale preparations. Yes, this is
what went into this grand event
which we would like to be
remembered forever. The UP
everniment had sanctioned maore
than 540 projects to create world-
class amenities at an estimated
expenditure in the vicinity of Rs
7,000 crone, You go to the site and
you will notice a sprawling new
city { covering 4,000 hectares) has
been set up which has over 1.5
lakh tents and all basic amenitics
including advanced medical cen-
tres and distinct pockets for busi-
nesses.
There is hardly any name { big or
small) in the consumer-facing
business that you will find miss-
ing in action at the holy site serv-
ing the devotees with their offer-
ings. On a cumulative basis, we
are expecting a generation of eco-
nomic activities worth Rs 2 lakh
crore or over $24 hillion which is
simply staggering,
The security architecture created
for this mega event is powered by
artificial intelligence (A1), which
s an added feature, Our objective
has been simple. We wanted to
create a site that would be the best
possible amalgamation of reli-
gious fervour of the highest order
and modern amenities of the best
clags, And from the initial
response of the visitors, we seem
to have succeeded to a large
extent. It would be no exaggera-
thon to say that we have spared no
effart in ensuring that this grand
religious event assumes an
unmatchable character. This was

ebut day of

our core focus right from day
lll'l(“l|"|hr|’]l.l.l‘ll1il‘lE!~l<‘l s we
knew that Mahakumbh this
time would also be leaving a
host of critical messages for 511:
world. In symbaolic terms, ata
time when the geo-political
turbulence is quite evident
and religious intolerance is
raising its head in many cor-
ners of the world, the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj is
yet another occasion to prove
the richness of our Sanatani
heritage which is rooted in the
philosophy of co-existence
and welfare of the humanity.
With thousands of foreign
devatees { not anly NRls but
devotees from other national-
ities and religions too) expect-
cd to arrive at the holy site and

experience the magnificence of

Bharat’s religious strength, the
show has to also offer them a
glimpse of the world's ancient
socicty being in a serious
resurgent mode,

The event has to intrinsically

validate our subtle claim of
plobal leadership in several
spheres. There is one more
critical message that we wish
tov ermanate from Mahakumbh
this time. And that pertains to
the growing economic prowess
of Uttar Pradesh. From being
in the disparaging ‘Bimaru
state clib liil the recent decade,
the turnaround in the states
cconomic fortune would be

OUR OBJECTIVE
HAS BEEN
SIMPLE. WE
WANTED TO
CREATE A SITE
THAT WOULD
BE THE BEST
POSSIBLE
AMALGAMATION
OF RELIGIOUS
FERVOUR

OF THE HIGHEST
ORDER AND
MODERN
AMENITIES OF THE
BEST CLASS

quite evident at the site for
which we have left no stone
unturned. That millions of
visitors should carry the
impression of a modern and
thriving economy is indeed an
objective.

We have been working quite
hard in reviving the states
economy since 2017 trying to
put it in the leader’s cub {
among states) in the L'tvunlri,'.
There has been a dew of pol-
by and regulatory interven-
tions which have delivered
positive results. We are the
third largest econarmy (state-
wise) which has an impressive
share of over 8 per cent in the
national GIDE The annual
prowth of the state’s economy
in the last seven-eight years has
been to the tune of 11 per cent,
among the highest in the
country. Despite being a land-

locked state, we have a share of

around 5 per cent in the
national exports which has
facilitated our defining
Marketing Development
Assistance scheme.

This year, we will be announc-
ing a new export policy that
will take into consideration the
new business opportunities
(for the next five years) emerg-
ing from a far superior infra-
structural base. We today have
the largest rail network in the
country, 38 per cent express-
ways' share of the national

kitty, four international and
nine domestic airports.
Further, seven new airports are
under construction including
the world-class Jewar Arport
which will be unveiled soon,
To energise grassroots
economies, one ol our major
initiatives has been: the one-
district-one-product scheme.
Launched in 2018, this scheme
scks to identify the specific
USP product of 75 districts
and help the local stakehold-
ers take that business to the
next level with all-round sup-
part (training to marketing)
from government agencies.
Since the inception of the
scheme, we have supported
71 artisans across
orts to ghe a
decisive refig to the state econ-
omy have considerably paid
off, propelling us to commit to
r'u|11:cr pushing our growth
momentum and becoming a
&1 trillion ecomomy in the not-
so-distant future. This is the
core objective of our econom-
ic salvation route, which we
have been pursuing for quite
some time. And [ am quite
confident, that the visitors to
Mahakumbh this time, will
also have a suflicient glimpse
of it
(The writer is Minister for
Industrial Development ¢
Export Promotion, Ultar
Pradesh; views are personal}

Sparking smile: Lessons from a
children’s elocution competition

From innovative tech-based id

7 )

ASHA IYER KUMAR

as to timeless acts of kindness, the young participants presented

thoughtful solutions chat left me inspired abour whae truly makes us happy

ast week, Thad the priv-
Lil.l:gr of being on the
panel of judges for an
elocution competition for
students, with the topic “The
Perfect Solution to Make
People Smile More! It was an
intriguing subject-one very
close to my heart-because |
am the kind of person who
smiles a lot. A Jot more than
people sometimes care to
respond 1o or reciprocate,
On the street, in the metro, in
the building gallery, during
my walk-almost anyone | can
et eye contact with, whether
stranger or friend, gets a
smile. It is the most inexpen-
wive gift Tean offer, regardless
of whether it is valued or not.
s a heart-felt gesture that
could be the very thing some-
one needs to make their day.
The children wha partici-
pated came up with some
remarkable ideas-everything
from making a smile a com-
modity that fetches monetary
rewards or other tangible
benefits to evoking emotion-
nints that deeply resonat-
with the empathy in me.
Given that the contest was
called “Pitch Perfect,” the stu-
dents brought forth many
innovative concepts to make
people smile, many of which

revolved around technology.
It was fascinating to imagine
how new-age devices could
inspire smiles, but | couldn’t
help wondering-do we really
need tools and gadgets to
smile? Can't we simply find
natural reasons for it? Can't
wie create genuine moments
that make people’s eyes crin-
kle at the corners authentical -
Iyt

As [ waited for those ideas to
unfold, 1 felt a gentle discom-
fort with the implicit belief
that nothing happens these
days without gadgets. But
then came a few gems that
emphasised the importance of
compassion, empathy, and
kindness as part of our daily
lives-powerful ingredients for
sparking smiles. This is what
Twant the younger generation
tor embody-an attitude that
encourages them to be better
people cach day, spreading

smiles through simple acts of

kindness, rather than relying
solely on innovations,

[ was deeply moved by what
same nh{u‘ children shared.
When 1 asked one you
participant what act of kind-
ness he hiad done that day to
make someone smile or
brighten their day, his answer
was simple yet profound: "1
tokd my |1|ul|{|rr OW YUy
the breakfast was, and it made
her very happy”

My takeawny from the expe-
rience was this: the new

full of

and universitics should be
temiples of learning-platforms
for young minds to ignite and
HOAE,
Their answer also makes me
wonder if theres maore to be
sired in how we mould our
students. Have we focused too
much on academic excel-
lence at the cost of soul -nur-
tring education? Perhaps
wie need to spend less time
teaching children skills o
thrive in a competitive world
and more time preparing
them to be compassionate,
kind-hearted inclivicuals who
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GOVERNOR VS STATE GOVERNMENT

Madam —The dispute between the Tamil
Nadu government and Governor Dr RN
Ravi over vice-chancellor appointments has
reached the Supreme Court. On January
17, 2025, & bench led by Justices B
Pardiwala and K Mahadevan intervened,
stating that the matter would be resolved
by the next hearing unless the parties
reached an agreement. The Tamil Nadu
Cuvernment ﬁl.lﬁ filed writ petitions accus-
ing the Governor of delays and non-com-
pliance with constitutional duties. The
court has scheduled the next hearing for
next Wednesday, signalling its readiness to
resolve the deadlock This conflict echoes
previous legal cases on gubernatorial
ruwrm in university appointments.

n The Chancellor, University of Kerala vs
Governor of Kerala (2017), the Supreme
Court affirmed that while the Governor
holds discretionary powers in such
appointments, \'umu{lmitm with the state
government is crucial. Similarly, the 2019
West Bengal VC appointment case empha-
sised state autonomy in these matters, rein-
forcing the need for cooperation between
the state and the governor. External Affuirs
Minister Dr 5 Jaishankar, in his Nani

eration is comp
energy to beat the odds and
rise to the wop in life. But it is
also brimuming with humane-
ness and rationality, qualities

nurtured by the guidance of

teachers, parents, and men-
tors. As they navigate the
pressires of becoming super
achievers, they still under-
stand that the roots of happi-
ness and peace lie in kindness
and compassion. As is my
habit, 1 often ask my students
if they enjoy going to school
and, if so, why. The answer 1
invariably hear is they like
school not because of what
they learn in class, but
because of their friends. This
sometimes makes me ques-
tion my belief that schools

bring joy to those around
them.

This competition, with all its
innewation and spirited ener-
gy reminded me that the
most profound solutions to
making people smile often lie
in the simplest of acts: a
wiord of appreciation, a com-
pliment, a smile shared.

As we look toward a future
increasingly driven by tech-
nobogy, let’s not lose sight of
what makes us truly human.
It's the little things that have
the power to make the world
a little brighter.

(The author is a Drbai-based
colurmrist and childrens wrir-
ing coach, She has published
six books. Views are personal)

Palkhivala Memaorial Lecture, highlighted
the impartance of con ui:uliunarnmm]ily
and the rode of sdvisors in governance. His
remarks, though nt directly related to the
Tamil Nadu case, underscore the signifi-
cance of upholding constitutional norms.
The Supreme Court’s involvement could
clarify the limits of gubernatorial power,
setting u{‘m‘rdl:nl for futiire state-gaver-
nor conflicts. This case tests the balance
between state autonomy and the governors
constitutional duties, with far-reaching
implications for governance,

Gopalaswamy ] | Cherinal

STRICTER RULES FOR MIGRANTS

Madam —Many Indians move to Gulf

countries to earn money within a short
period. They live there for a fow years, earn
a substantial income and manage to sur-
wive under tough conditions, Even if the
wiork is as labourers, the monetary com-

he Indian women's team claimed
Tlhc title of the first Kho Kha
World Cup 2025 with their
exceptional skills, invincible strategy,

and incredible agility. On Sunday
evening at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium, India secured their victory by
defeating Nepal with a massive mar-
gin of 78-40 in a historic match.

pensation in these countries is far higher
than what they would eam in India. For
instance, Saudi Arabia alone is home to
approximately 2.5 million Indians as of
2024, most of whom belong to the lower
economic strata. The sitwation is similar in
other Gulf countries. However, this sce-
nario may soon change, To regulate the
influx of people fram India, Saudi Arabia
has now imposed restrictions on its work
visa policies. These stricter regulations will
come into effect from Makar Sankranti,
January 14, 2025,
Applicants for work visas in Saudi Arabia
wm now have o undergo a pre-verifica-
tion process for their educational and pro-
fessional qualifications. Those with insuf-
ficient qualifications may face rejection
from obtaining a work visa, Other Gulf
countries, such as the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Oman and Kuwait, also
employ millions of Indians, Like Saudi
Arabia, these nations are also likely to
implement measures to control the num-
ber of Indian workers entering their ter-
ritories,

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Meunibai

Dressed in blue jerseys, the Indian
layers dominated the game right
rom the start. Captain Priyanka
Ingale delivered an extraordinary per-
formance, scoring several crucial
touch points, which helped the team
maintain a consistent lead. Under her
leadership, the team built a 34-point
advantage and eliminated every pos-
sibility of a dream run for Nepal.
This victory stands as a living testa-
ment to Indian women's power and
their growing influence in the world

of sports, historic achievement
has not unl.l}' brought glory to the
nation but also inspired women ath-

letes across the country. It symbolis-
e the triumph of teamwork, determi-
nation, and relentless effort.

R K Jain | Barwani

FIRE BROKE DUT AT MAHAKUMBH
Madam — A fire broke out in the Maha
Kumbh area in Prayagraj, leading to the
burning of several tents. Two cylinders
exploded in Sector 19 of the Maha Kumbh
Mela, causing a massive fire in the camips.
Fircfighters are I?'ing to douse the blaxe,
Although the police and administration
team reached the spot, and the fire had
been doused. But the issue has raised sev-
eral questions on the safety of the devotecs
lhll]‘l‘lﬂ\ﬂ: come from far arcas to visit the
spiritual atmosphene of the haly confluence
and take a dip at the Triveni Sangam.
The government and administration
cxpress sorrow over the incident and pray
for the safety of all devotees. It is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to ensure securi-
l{y.umlml. the fire, and prevent such inci-
dents in the future, Instead of paying deep
consideration for the advertisement,
authorities should develop focus on the
safety and security of the lives of devotees,
Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

Send your feedback lo:
letlerstoploneer@gmail.com
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Rekindling republicanism

Let this R-Day be about more than going through
the motions of a sarkari ritual

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

WHAT EXACTLY [0 we celebrate on Republic
Day? It took me nearly 50 years to figure it
out. And | must thank our prime minister for
this. Sure, Modi hai to mumkin hai.
Asachild. | knew what wecelebrated on
the 15th of August. Azmdi from British raj was
nat hard to comprehend. For us, 26th of
January was maore of a gala celebration as
wee filled the colours of our imagination in
the jhankis of the Republic Day radio com-
mentary. In the sarkan function inour town,
a pahmhwan would move a truck with his
teeth, But we didn't quite know what was
this gonatonira that we oel.ehrated It had
ing to do with the C

were told.

Dby civics teacher in Class [X, Master Fateh
[‘hand Goyal, was aWikipedia on the Indian
Constitution, oneof the reasans for my abid-
ing interest in political sdence. He clarified
the difference between Novernber 26 {not
yet Constitution Day then) and January 26,
the day we became a republic. Any country
that is net ruled by a hereditary ruler is a re-
pulilic, he told us. Unlike Britain, still stuck to
the bygone institution of the manarchy, we
had adopted a republican form of gavern-
ment. The idea of India being one up on

with a MAGA-lomania. Republicanism con-
nects tn a deep political and intellechual fra-

England appealed to me at a ti
lnst mast of our test miatc ir cricket

Euro-Adlantic world, analterna-

team, but then every other country was also
arepublic. What was so spedal about being
a republic in this age and time, | asked him.
“Bade hokar samihoge”, he said.
Ididn's, even after | grew up. Once you read
Harishankar Parsai's biting satire, you can
never take *Thithurata Hua Ganatantra® (A
Shivering Republic) out of your mind on
January 26, Recalling hits wisits to the Republic
Day parade, he wonderad where the “thun-
derous applause” in the .ﬂ.lca.dwaluoumm
tary came from.as noneof the i

tive to liberal-dernacracy, a radical tradition
centred around the ideals of political liberty,
popular savereignty, equal citizenship and
civic virtues. Republicanism recalls the key
walue of our freedom strugple — swirnj inall
dimensions of our life — and the political
quest of Babasaheb Ambedkar as well as the
spirit of gana that informed ancient Indian
republics. Indeed, radical repubilicanism is the
underlying philosophy of our Constitution.
Mo lunderstood why ny civics teacher was
snpmud ufusbemga republic.

mee back to acadermic

enclosures took their hands out of thetrwarm
coat pockets in the bitter cold of Dielhi. He sur-
mises that the applause must come from
those hands whose owners did not have
warm clothes to wrapthemselves in. His im-
miortal ling —“lagta hai, ganatantra thithurate
ture haathan ki rafivon par tika hai (apparently,
the republic rests on the applawse of shiver-
ing hands " — left me scarred for years. e still
leaves me with goose bumps. Celebration of
therepublic was acold thought

Marendra Modi's rise to pawer and the
Journey af the last decade made me redls—

that is, western — political theory after a
long gap. | discovered that “republicanism”
had staged a comeback. Following the path-
breaking research by Quentin Skinner and
JGA Pocock, itwas understood that thinkers
lilee Machizvedli were not monarchists but
belonged to a robust tradition of civic repub-
licanism, that their understanding of liberty
wiasvery different ﬁum thatof the dominart
liberal tradition. Buil thisL

ingin hlshuuklepub.llcmmﬁmmrynf

Freedom and Government. Philip Pettit rede-
fined Ilhertyasmn-dnmlnatlnn Inuthis ver-

cover the concept of a republic. A
losing our institutions, our freedoms, our
waices and our sanity, | kept looking for the
wiord that could give this loss a name. We
wiere losing democracy and our Constitution,
Iwas told. That was, of course, true. butthera
wias something more this time than the mu-
tilation of constitutional democracy during
the dreadful Emergency. We were losing our
shared sense of purpose, our collective be-
ing, our Indianness. How do we name this
momentous lass?

This is when the jhumka suddenly
dropped: We are losing our repuilic. A repub-
lic is not just a negation of that quaint insti-

sion,” isnot justanaca-
demic fad, it opens the door for mudern
nnect withthe

anti-powver, impulse of various simuggles all
over the wiarkl Radical Republiconiam (ed-
ited by Bruno Leipold, Karma Mabulsi and
Stuart White) makes this connection across
warious domains of social economic and po-
litical life inour times.

Haow does this connect to our palitical tra-
dition? I umed to Babasaheb Ambedkar, ar-
guably the only democratic thearist of 20th
century India, for an answer. His writings on
demacracy [so ably curated by Christophe
jaﬁrelot and Marender Kumar in Dr

tutiong by, itisarejectionafar-
bitrary powverinallits fanms — poditical, secial
and econarmic. A& republican is not somecne

bedkar and Democracy: An Anthology |
shiwr a shift from republicanism toa radical
republicanism, culminating in this astound-

A republic is not justa
negation of that quaint
institution called monarchy;
it is a rejection of arbitrary
power in all its forms —
political, social and
economic. A republican is
not someonc with a MAGA-
lomania. Republicanism
connects to a deep political
and intellectual tradition in
the Euro-Atlantic world, an
alternative to liberal-
democracy, a radical
tradition centred around the
ideals of political liberty,
popular sovereignty, equal
citizenship and civic virtues,
Republicanism recalls the
key value of our freedom
‘swaraj inall

s of our life— and
the political quest of
Babasaheh Ambedkar as well
as the spirit of ‘gana’ that
informed ancient Indian

republics.

R Sosikamr

ing statement [ italics in original ): "My defi-
nition of demacracy is a foem and o method
afgovernment wherehy revolutionary changes
in the ecanomic and sociol [ife ofthe people are
brought without a bloodshed™, For him
demacracy was not merely a palitical order.
A genuing democracy must also be a sodal
ordersans hierarchy that is hasad on ashared
sense of community of all dtizens. Such a
mearal order requires a cultivation of civic
virtues, an attitude of mind based on equal-
ity and liberty, but above all anchored in fra-
ternity or maitree. To avoid any misunder-
standing. he declares *Lat no one, hawever,
say that | have barrawed my philosophy
framithe French Revolution. .. | have derived
therm fram the teachings of my Master, the
Buddha* Radical republicanismoomes clos-
esttodefining Babasaheb's democratic the-
ory. Mo wander, he founded the Republican
Party of India.

This Republic Day must not be abowt go-
ingthrough the motions of a tired sarkari rit-
ual but about rekindling this spirit of repub-
licanisrm. Satirist Parsai had proposed that
each Republic Day jhanki could display the
reality of the state that wear: Drought relief
scam, corruption scandals, riots, atrocities.
In a similar vedn, this year UP could be rep-
resented by a bull dozer, Maharashtra by a gi-
antwashingmachine, Haryanawithascene
of lynching and Delhi with the images of
Urnar Khalid and other LAPA detainees with-
out trial. Towards the end, there could be a
lank mega TV screen and the statue of jus-
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ultimately, Gaza should become pare of an independent Palestinian state. In the

best of wol

. this ceasefire will be the beginning of this essential change.”

= THE WASHINGTON POST

A virus in
perspective

Anxieties about HMPV are understandable after
Covid. But it has been in circulation since 2001, our
health system is equipped to deal with it

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN
AND HARKABIR SINGH
JanDU

FIRST DETECTED IN 2001, HMM (Human
mietapnesmaovinus ) is avirus from the fam-
ity called Preumoviridae and has been in
ciroulation even earlier in human popula-
tions. Hence HMPY is well known to the
medical community in terms of its charac-
teristics, illness caused, prevention, detec-
tion and management. Further, many peo-
ple in India would have been expased to
HMPY because it is a commeon virus, The
wirus just happens to now be picked up by
the media. The few cases of the HMPV de-
tected inIndia during the current flu sea-
son are within the expected range and nat
a cause for alarm.

HMPV usually spreads from infected
people through droplets, infected sur-
faces, and contact such as handshakes.
The typical peried between infection and
appearance of symptoms is three to six
days. Symptoms can include nasal con-

HMPY hascaused approximately 3 per cent
afthe casesof Influenga Like Hliness{ (L and
Severe Acute Respiratary lllness| SARDinthe
current seasan. The vast majority of cases
have been caused by SARS-CoV- 2(ll|at
caused the Covid 19 pandemic and i
culating in the country], Influenza A,
Influenza B, RSV and other pathogens. This
distribution typically changes manth-on-
month OF course, the mione wetest the more
we will detect. For an infection like HMPY,
the ahsolute numbers of cases are notim-
partant and need nat be counted — anly
averall trends in virus circulation in the
oty are wseful to koo

Further, there is no data to suggest that
the circulating HMIV has mutated in ary
wary that s of public health concern ICMR

institutes continue to trackthisa
pectas well.

Anieties about respiratory disease
outbreaks are understandable in the
wake of the Covid19 pandemic. Hence,
scence-based communication and re-
sponse become even more critical forall
sections of society.

‘When 5ARS-CoV-2 was first detected
in 2019, it was a truly novel virus for the
world. At the time, no one im the world
had been exposed to SARS-CoV-2 or had
specific immunity against it. In contrast,
people across the world have been ex-
pased to HMPV for decades and the virus
is well studied. HMPV and SARS-CaV-2
belong to two very different virus fami-

gestion, sneezing, cough, breathl
fever, and sore throat: similar to the ones
o d by commi Ad or flu In almast

different charac-
teristics and epidemiclogy. with strong
ity seen for HMPV unlike SARS-

all cases, HMPV causes only mild symp-
toms that resohve ina few days. Like mast
respiratory viruses that affect humans,
HMPY can cause more severe respiratory
illnesses especially in infants, young chil-
dren, the very elderly, and thase who have

Col-2. Both viruses cause different sever-
ity of symptems particularly over the
long-term and the affected population
segments do ot fully overlap. HMPY in
general causes milder illness with deaths
being very rare and no long-term post-
wiral

HMPV can be prevented by following
the usual precautions of the flu season.
These include wearing masks, avoiding
touching the face, frequently washing
hands, avaiding crowded places, espe-
cially by the very young and the eldery.
In fact, routinely wearing masks could
help reduce many high-burden diseases
in India including seasonal fl, pneumae-
nia, and tuberculosis.

The health system in [ndia is fully
exquipped todeal with HMIV The vinus can

be detected through a routine RT-PCR test
ofthe kind wsed for detecting the Covid19
wirus, though this is not needed for most
cases. Management of HMPY is simdlar to
that of other respirasory viruses and prindg-
palty revohves around symptomatic man-
agement inchading hydrating, taking warm
fluids, resting. and taking paracetamol for
managing high fever. Itisimportant to keep
aneye out farwarning signs, particularly in
infants and the elderty. Theseindude breath-
ing fast, difficulty in breathing, persistent
hl,gh fever, incessant coughing, vomiting,

ticewithout ablindfold oreyes.
Day could be a fhanki, a glimpse, of the frac-
turingof the gana in our ganatantra, the dis-
mantling of our repubdic.

I repuiliic narme s what we have kost over
the last 10 years, reclaiming the republic
must be the clarion call, our shankhanaod,
this 26th of January.

Yadaw is member, Swaraj india, and national
canvenoraf Bharat fodo Abhivaan.
Views are personal

wable tofeed. One should

seekmeddmnmn fromadocorifthese
SYWTIpATIMS appeat.

We can say witha

India's Ministry of Health & Famlly

fluseasan, keepingin n"mimesensrrmnes
arund HMPV, Leaming from the Covid19
pandemic, ICMR and the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) ane dosely monitor-
ing survedlance data across the country. The
national and state governments are also
communicating proactively. \We should use
this period to test our surveillance and risk
COMITIUICati on systems, bo learn and refine
processes in antiapation of an actually vir-
ulent puthreak in the future.

TheNiti Aayog published its framework
report on future pandemic preparedness
and Emergency response in August 2024,
The recommendations of this report
should be |mplemenred on annt)' alnng
withi
cines and counter measures agamst
pathogens of concern, which have been
identified by the World Health
Crganisation. This will helpIndia to be fully
prepared for future outhreaks, epidemics
from known and emerging infections.

Finally, air pallution significantly exac-
erhates respiratory illnesses. induding [L1
and SARI and is one of the leading drivers of
mortality globally. [t's time we swiftly and

fidence that the handful of cases of HMPY
that have been detected so far in India
originate not from outside the country but
from within, as is expected during the
winter months.

effectively act on air pollution across the
coumntry throwgh a multi-sectoral and 2ll-of-
government approach.

Swaminathan i chairpersan, M5

Using its country-wide Lab-based
weillance netwark, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICME) has found that

Chennai, and principal advisor, MOHFA,
Jmnih is an independent consultant

Seizing the peace

An approaching Trump presidency may have pushed Hamas towards a deal

SumrtT GANGULY

ASPRESIDENT JOE Biden was abaut to laave a

presscanference following the announcernent:

of a possible ceasefire accord between lsrasl

and Hamas, a reporter asked him, “Who gets

credis far this, Mr. President, you or Trump?*
had stoppexd,

mented. Ninety Pakestnians, who had been

pll.cmylaerwme right tngn hackintoGaza
shauld it d

in exch, Another

Finally, Trump, with his usual bombast,
had repeatedly stated in the last few weeks

30w|wsn|lremammthumcusmdymll
be released in the next several weeks. In the
shide, mary disp

smiled and said. “ls this a joke?

His sardonic response asidie, according to
reliahle news reparts, his administration had
made a relentbess effort in its last

oW retuming to their demalished homes.
‘This six-week ceasefire may well lead to

a broader diplomatic initiative that culmi-

natesina mare peace. Whether

and condude a ceasefire between the two

or not that happens remains uncertain. The

i bombardment of Gaza de-
signed mmane“amaiandmmlm
tualky had i

wamng parties. Thi: . that his

ad spear-
headed, was nodoubt an effart to '
legacy as his presidency ended.

Tono ;llrp(lse President-elect Trump
wasted little llme in clamung that his elec

lure it had been furrnallyannuumed in the
Middle East. His sel{-aggrandlslng an-
no ing, the Biden ad-

pememe CONEBUENCE! AS Per some r!pnns
Hamas is alleged to have actually exploited
the abject conditions prevailing in Gaza to
recruit almost as many of fighters that it has
lost, Consequenty, itis still mtammpleoely
spentforce, a key objective of t

imple-
mentation of the agreement, a key question
remains unanswened. Why was the agree-
mentreached at this very late hour inthe twi-
light of the Biden adminstration? It isimpos-
sible to provide a definitive answer to this
‘question.  bathinformed analystsin
the Lﬂa;welaslneymenlrelsdth Israeli
opposition have reportedly argued that

Entiations ance Trump waselected tothe pres-
idency fior asecond time. They contend that,as
avery astute ohserver of the American palit-
ical scene, he st have condhuded thatanac-

that be “hell to pay” if the Israeli
hostages were not released before he took
chargean January 20, This message, fora cer-
tainty, was not lost on Hamas. Additionally,
its weakened leadership may have also con-
cluded that given Trump's inclination to

. o
mmmhw&spel!upshest_ogmﬂldea

BIDEN'S SEND OFF

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

centralise treatment plans of patients
and updale(hem regularly so health-

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Triumph
& tragedy’ (IE, January 20). Joe Biden's
terminaffice was amixed bag. Despite
all the naysayers, he won the presi-
dency in 2030, Then, he secured major
legislative victories like the Inflation
Reduction Act,and managed todouble
the number of Americans who have ac-
«cess o affordable bealthcare. The ecaon-
omy created 2.3 million jobs. But hisad-
ministration Eailed tosolve the inflation
cisis, and continued unwavering sup-
port for Ukraine and Israel which was
met with fierce opposition. His admin-
|w.mnn has failed in controlling illegal

was
still in office.

The accond, if it goes intoeffect as planned,
will bring this sanguinary war to a close, at
least for the next several weeks. What will
transpire thereafter will depend in consider-

«cord reached just befare Trump
fice would give him greater leverage over the
future of the Palestinian question.

o s war,

ministration had initiated this process and
Trump's new emissary for the Middle East,
Steve Witkoff, helped to conchede it. Even
‘Wikoff conceded that it was Brett McGurk,
President Biden's trusted Middle East hand,
whi had played a crucial rode inbringing this
deal to a successful chose.

The agreement is now being imple-

It should also be noted that at laast ane
key member of his war cabinet, Mational
Security Minister ltamar Ben Guir, who was
staunchly opposed tothe ceasefire, has now
resigned along with two other ministers.
Another hardliner, Minister of Finance
Bezalel Smodrich, who chose nat to quit the
government, has stated that lsrael should ex-

o key factars. First, the de-
gree of latitude the Trump administration is
willing to grant Metaryahu's government in

Suchan Is far from fanciful  dealing with Hamas and the Palestinians in
Among other matters, duringthe first Trump — general. Second, on Metanyahu's ability to hald
inistration, a - i ide-  his fractious government together and his
mand had been granted. In December 2017, mllmgnes;mappeane the most extreme
thee Uinited States had accepeed | I nd ihers of hisce D ensure
niot Tel Awiv as the nation’s capitaland the US  hisown political survival given hislegal woes.
Embassy was also shifted to the city.
Furthermare, in 2019, the Trump ad minisra- Ganguly i seniar fefiow and directs the
tion had recopnised lsraeli sovereignty over  Huntingron Program an LIS-India relotions at
the ocoupied Gaolan Heights. Hivover Institwtion, Starford Undversity

epaper.indianexpress.com

ian f the political
leadership change in the White House,
all indications are that the Indo-LS re-

latiorship will ondy grow stronger.
55 Paruil, Nadia

HEALTH 1S WEALTH

THIS REFERS TO the article For better
heealth' [ IE, January 20). Health is anes-
sential factor in all spheres of nation-
building and healthy citizens are pre-
cious assets. We must invest in the
health of the citizenry and the nation.
Fallowing the palicy of *One health™, we
need digital records of citizens' health.
Investment in research of zoonoticand
other illnesses is a must We must also

care researchers and the
state have the information required to
preemipt a health disaster. A healthy na-
tionwill progress in beaps and bounds;
that should be the goal.

Sulshuash Vaid, Mew Delhi

AN ESSENTIAL TEST

‘THIS REFERS TO0 the report, ‘Carnage to
Good Morning: How to get ready for
Trump's shock & awe' (IE, January 20).
There are immense challenges and ap-
portunities that await Donald Trumpin
his second term. The focus on foreign
policy and immigration overshadowsa
crucial internal issue: The future of
America’s democratic institutions.
Trump Z0could be a defining mament
forthe state afdemocracy itself, His past
rhetoric and actions have often raised
questions about the erasion of demo-
cratic naems, particularly in relation to
the rule of law, political polarisation,
and respect for constitutional checks
and halances. As Trump seeks to reaf-
firm America's global leadership, he
must alsoaddress the pressing need for
unity, stability, and institutional in-
tegrity within the country. This may be
hiis most difficult, et most essential est.

Sanjay Chopra, Mahuit

. Ahmedabad .
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When misogyny
derails poll discourse

he standards of political discourse have steadily dete-

riorated inthe countryover the vears, often touching

new lows during election campaigns, though that
is the time when a model code of condwct is supposed o
moderate and keep tabs on the words and actions of politi-
cians. It is not just propriety that often becomes a casualry
during elections, Even common decencies of everyday life
are violated, Exchanges from public platforms become
offensive and evenvulgar, Successiveelections have seenan
increasingly disturbing trendin this respect. Thecampaign
for the Delhi Assembly elections is hotting up and political
partics with high stakes in the polls, especially the AAP
and the BIP, have eome out with all guns bhung. Them is
noise and a lotofitinvolves abuse, insults, perse
and innuendoes, Unfortunately, mueh of it is dlm:red
againat women.

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi and Delbi Chief Minister
Atishi were special targets, BJIP leader Ramesh Bidhuri,
who s contesting against Atishi in Kalkaji constituency,
promised to make Delhi’s streets look like Priyanka Gan-
dhi’s cheeks, He also said Atishi “changed her fathers.
Earlier she was Marlena, Now she
has become Singh. This is their

character.” The BJP accused AAP R{TEN]
leader Arvind Kejriwal of insulting

2 4 election
Poorvanchalis (people form East- s
ern UP and Bihar) by calling them  Jesll ELULEY

“fake voters.” The L. Governor of T ENTE 0]
Delhi V K Saxena, who is not part
of the camipaign, thought Kejriw-
al insulred Atishi by ealling hera
“temporary Chiel Minister” The
BJP's national spokesperson She-
hmd Poonawala apologised for a
ing remark he made about
the Maithili Brahmin community
after it became a matter of discussion and was widely con-
demned by the community, There have been other offen-
sive comments, charges and countercharges fromallsides,
Personal attacks and misogynist and sexist comments
direeted at women - many of them erude and repugnant
=have increased, Ramesh Bidhuri is a serial offender but
his party has not considered it necessary to take action
against him or to warn him, Last week, the Election Com-
mission said it would ke sexist and derogatory remarks
about women seriously and such remarks would attract
stringent action. But such comments continue to be made
without inhibition. The number of women in public life
and legislatures is small; there are not many candidates
contesting elections either and the few who are continue
o be sul:ul:clcd o insuls nnd calumny. Ensuring political
rep but forastart, they
ﬂccd to be extended snmmrnng more fundamental - the
respect they deserve,

personal
attacks, many
directed
against women

Big BBMP fix:
Approved forviolation?

engaluru, onee a haven for pensioners and a city
Bknuwn fior its gardens, is now strug;.hng o eope wuh
he consequences of ised
construction. m'mmlsu.lwy mnducmihythc Bruhat Ben-
yLuruMat'nmganP;Llllte (BBMP}hnsrewnlcdamn]mg
fact twooutofthreet Ie) ioninthecity
lack statutory municipal phm approvals, This means that
only 835 of the 2,419 buildings surveyed had obrained the
required permission, while a staggering 1,584 properties
proceeded with the construction without even applying for
approval, The root cause for this chaotic urban planning
can be artributed o systemic failures and inefficiency, com-

Aol by

policy paralysiswithin il
One ol the primary reasons behind this illegal construe-
tion epidemic is the BEMPs refusal to issue building plans

COMMENT

REFORM ROUTE

Why India’s defence sector
needsapolicy push

Improved private
participation, optimised
publicsector capabilities

can transform defence
manufacturing

NANDINI BHATNAGAR

ﬂ- s India prepares for the 2025-26
Union Budget, the question of
how the defence allocation will

address current challenges is Frontand

centre, Despite consistent increase in
allocation- now exceeding Rs 6.2 lakh
crore - the defence industry remains

ily dominated by public sector

Hes, mepm"ntewlnr despire

showing promise, continues to play

a limited role in manufacturing and

innovation, This ptmst:nt EAp rais-

es an important guestion: why hasn't

India fully tapped into the capabilitics

of its private sector to bolster defence

manufaciuring?

In this context, the Ministry of De-
fence hasdeclared 2025 asthe Year of
Reforms’, signaling a renewed commit-
menttorestructuring and modernising
defence production. These reforms
are aimed at streamlining procure-
ment processes and encouraging pri-
we m.'lur pul‘licimliun zlung witha

iin defence mmulnmlnng. Tllls mie
i im line with India’s ‘A

responsibilities, Fori e theLight  vanced tect ies under strict gov-
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas praject |.1|lln.l|lmu‘smhl These, partmralnpu
has tken years longer than expected. v butalso

“This forced India to import equipment
o fill the gap, which undermined the
very goal of seli-reliance. These kinds
of setbacks aren't a failure of the PSUs
butather an indicationol the need for
complementary contributions fromthe
privatesector tenhance capacity and
efficiency.

The hesitancy to involve private
companies in defence manufacturing
stems from both historical and stra-
tegic concerns, After independence,
India a:l-n«lamualmﬂ approach

created robust industrial ecosystems
that benefit the broader economy. For
India, thechallenge is wreplicate such
maodels while trying to ensure that
sensitive technologies and national
Security eoncerns remain protected.
While private entities like Larsen and
Toubro(L&T) have mace commenda-
ble contributionsin the development of
the nuckenr-powered Arihant-classsub-
marines, suchexamplesaremore ofan
exceprion ratherthan the rule, Thereis
:\]mnln:mwlnﬁm:hﬂwlm sucheol-

F 3

on public seanr control to

hastrong Puh]lc Privane

sensitive tect and ensure se-

Bharar' mission, which aims to reduce
(_lt.])_cndrnct' on imports and develop
acr

Indin's defence budget has consist-
entlyshown acommitment o reducing
reliance on imports, About 75% of the
modernisation funds are reserved for
dumestic manulacturers, which is a
reflection of the government's mission
to strengthen indigenous production.
Over the years, policies like the 2020
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)
were created to prioritise domestic
inanu facturers, Yet, in practice, state-
owned giants like Hindustan Aero-
mautics Limited (HAL) and Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL) have been
central 1o this endeavour. 1t is impor-
tant to highlight that these orga

crecy. While this approach served its
purpose during the carly years of na-
vion-building, it ereated a culure of
mistrust towards private enterprises,
Decision-makers have long worried
that private companics could priorifise
prodits over national security or fall vie-
rim to monapolistic rendencies, These
concerns, whilevalid, have inadvertent-
IylnmLu'd the DnmnmJ for private sec-

p ransformative
rulun defence,

The private sector, with its capacity
i, efficiency, and compe-
s many challeng-
3 such as Innovations
for Defence Excellence (IDEX) have
already begun encouraging startups

tions have developed capabilities over
decades and remain vital for handling
sensitive technologies and national se-
CUrity projects.

However, public sectir enterpriscs
alone cannot meet the growing de-
mands of medern defence requ
menes, The overreliance on public
sector enterprises has created ineffi-
eienciesthatdrain the defence budget.
Cllnllcngcslsuch as production delays

ced

and small b to develop cut-
ting-edge technologies for defence.
Yet, systemic issues like bureancratic
red tape, inconsistent procurement
provesses, and limited access o goy-
ermment contracts have hampered
private companies from scaling their
involvement,

PPPinplay
In countries like the United States, pri-
e mmpnmcs]lk}c Lockheed Martin

andBocing play vdefence

iz and d ad-

Y BAps
thesheerscale and dexity of their

PI’I' mpn:'mm an important area
of opportunity, Projects like the Ad-
vanced Medium Combat Aireraft
(AMCA) could benefit from private
sector involvernent. These collabora-
tions, however, must be underpinned
by clear guidelines to ensure that na-
tional security is not compromised,
Transparency i bidding processes and

fair

be essential to build trust between the

government and private players.
‘While the defence budgetshould en-
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SPEAKOUT

Onebullet fired by Godse hit Gandhi, but
his body had three bullets, Where did the
othertwobullets come from? Whoarranged
that? Did Nehruarrange that? I suspect that
Nehruarranged the assassination because
hewanted tobea dictator, Gandhi did not

breathe his last
duetothe bullet

fired by Godse,
% Basangouda Patil Yatnal,
oy BIPMLA
i
1 feel like I'm too busy writing history to read it.
Kanye West
TOBE PRECISE
GREAT IF YOU

CAN CONVINCE DEAR

FRIEND TRUMP THAT
=~ ONE CAN RULE BY
RUETORIC THAN

ACTIONS!

courage private sector invoh it

wrpually Important to recognise the ar-

easwhere public control must remain

paramount, Sectors thatimolve highly

classified rechnologies, such as missile

systenns or nuclearcapabilities, are best
d by stat d N

due to their direct impact on nation-
al security. Similarly, strategic assets
like cybersecurity systems and eritical
infrastruciure should remain under
strict government oversight 1o prevent
wulnerabilities, Balancing these prior-
ities will require a nuanced approach
that distinguishes between the aneas
whiere private innovation can flourish
and those where government controel
isessential.
Apart from financial numbers, the
sulxsmncc of the Union Budget and
Prime Minister's vision are critical
fur shaping our developmental tra-
jecrories. Prime Minister Narendra
Maosdi's vision that nndermenme:m

IN PERSPECTIVE

Poised for take-off

With record
aircraftorders
and busier
international
schedules, In
airlines are coming
into theirown

ASHWINI PHADNIS

ndian airlines are slow-
Iy but surely xpnn(lllu;

portance of indigenisation in d
manufacturing demands more llum
budgetary alloeations; it requires a
pulirg;rhrwu!tmurm u-sﬁwcgrdsi.mn
action. The 2025-26 budget offers an
oppartunity woutline clear initiatives
o boost private participation in the
sector. A balanced approach of com-
bining the strengrhs of the public and
pn\l:m-secnmmuld(mfnnnllm:n
one that is e[ﬁcuenl. imnovative, and
self-reliant.

(The wriver isa research assistant at
ihe Chintan Research Fourdation)

RIGHTIN THE MIDDLE

Aselfiewith the lord

Atemplevisit leftme
pondering: Istech more
thoughtful than the devoul?

RASHMI RAJ

need noalarm from mid-December
w0 ml&.lmumg No, Lam not on va-

wind forced me to bite my teeth hard
and hug: I'worea jack
et. The doors of the temple opened for
the darshian as people mived, chanting
Govinda—Govinda, and singing -
Jans. As 1 reached the main entrance, |
noticed an elderly couple in tears of joy;
hey had seen the "Lord" first, The lady

phick them and eat?™ The father replied
calmly, “Hold on a litthe while! Just a
Few minutes more." The mother and |
similed at each other, ] entered the tem-
ple and saw many taking selfieswith the
almighry—indevotion o selfratherthan
bowingdowm, Lam sure the photos went
up on different social medsa platforms

wore the traditional nine-yard sarce
with snlnm:u; dmmoml earrings thay

ation mode,

d me of M S Sub-

remple was decked up with lights, and
the prasada counter, with & mandatory

thegovernment gur

s, o month-long balakshimi. While the gendemanwasin - ladoo, and, it appears, selfies oo are o
for B Khata properties, which are cssentially revenue sites andlhcdmnls\anlIu,lr:l-a)‘wrwalls silk permchie and shalyva with mist—there Wi booth in thetem-
org'rmleplﬂ[ssjma‘[m'n“n‘]umomm Inmnls.lmnlcalty :m |.fl|l'| d.n:ﬂance w Iln: Iaullgmk.l T'llr llrl_sl:u:vl nn,“jmt like my hheer, phi;m....;:“ iith people. &

| e e was 59 requr wa
. with Angiareand shiatiareven beloee thr and neverworeasweatertill hislastday,  and the newspaper, A report about an
being created, and did m‘h"'sw prevent the sale of sites, Inrks areup, “Theevesofthe elderlycouplewere filled  apyfosafetyat Kumbh Meka caught my
which were then registered in the sub-registrar’s office, Atthefag end Vaikun-  with They walked down  amention. Thereportmentioned CCTVs
The government should have cheched the mushrooming ta l'mshl mld(l»poomsmmllour IhL- steps holding each other’s hand,  inmany comers, underwater drones to

of these layouts in the first place. It is now essential to find
a solution and take steps to ensure
that a similar problem does not

arisein the future, [tisalso puzzling

why "B’ Khatas were issued, giving Twoout Df.
buyers a glimmer of hope, Lakhs Bengaluru's
lllmlv have i':';m‘.j their hard-  [JUUEITNTS
el maoney and retirement sav-

ings in these sites, only to be made DmEtruction
o suffer for no fault of theirs. The buildings lack
government cannot simply absolve  JEEITTL
itself of the responsibility by taking - SRR R FOY
ithe stand that these constructions s
areunauthorisedas this would bea e bdiad
grossing uumwocn:pmpm-ry

Wl I enledt

ithat their investments are legitimate,

While the "B’ Khata site owners are grappling with their

own set of pmh]ems an equnll}l critical concern is the
Tunauthori tions on A" Khata sites,

whum high-rises are erected on small plots, additional
floors are built without sanction, and setbacks are com-
plemly dlisr egarded It Is mconcennhle thatsuch blatantvi-
flocal BEMPofficers
whcml\' mumntb present :nlhcart'a The BEMPs failure
to take action against these major violations exposes the
du::p:ns-meulcm ruption. While BEMP should deﬂ mldv
resolvethei d by the*B' Khat ers, it
important to act against builders who are flouting Tules
with impunity, It should also take stern action against its
own officers who are mlludm,g with such m1|1,g bu1lde1's
The BEMP should act before lawlessness inurban pl

earlier than usual_lgot ready as soon as.
Iu.u]d.wmlnnq‘.ru be the first in a long

singing faja Govendan wgether,
Alitthegirlsexcitement held my atten-

Twas firstindeed, but
'fmmlas| 1 had clearly underestimated
the enthusiasm of others like me, The
temphe was up o a hill, and 1 stood at
ithe boom on the kst step, The cold

tion, She hacl the b theworld iy
see the lord—her fathers shoubders—as
sheshouted,"Appa, see God knowsTam
very hungry. He has done some magic
and grown fruits on the ceiling. Can |

prevent devotees from drowning. and
drones up in the sky. As 1 wondered
whether the sareangeryami (omni-
present) technology had become mare
atruned w the value of uman life than
weare, the koud cooker whistle jolved me
back torealing.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Congress must decisively resolve infighting

The article, 'Ci

Sedition isserious
Apropos ‘Stop making sedition
accusation casually’ (Jan 20), the

ensual invocation of sedition charges
against o

osition leaders in India is

struggle thre
ernance in Karnataka' (Jan 200, was elear and incisive,
Despite the fact that Congress rode to power on an
anti-corruption campaign, the party's government is per-
ceived as no better than its BIP predecessor due to several
high-profile scandals. These include the alleged scam in
Karnataka's ribal corporation, Siddaramaialt’s involve-
ment in the MUDA land scam, and the excise minister's
unethical practices and extortion. The Wagl Board's al-

Teged land grab has also feelled Frmer mistrust. Although
Siddaramaiah and D K Shivakumar have maingained a
eordial public Eagade, their factional fewd is eroding the
soodwill gcmrmm d.unng:hc assembly polls, leaving the

jpublic faith, the high

command must ncrda:lslw:l;rlo rcsulw:llu! s damaging

MUSE Exercise restraing, prioviising
consoructive dialogue and reserving
sedition accusations for genuine
threats to national security, rather

Teud, which is under and
tarmishing the governing party’s image.
KV Chandramoull, Mysuru

O summits, ivis imperative that we
implement essential land conser-
wvatson methods ag local levels by
mlopnng umnnhc pgr:uum practices,

NEnts or

than political disagr
critical commentary,

Mali:

uchell havethe
wrerode democratic debane

alorming,

eharge thar mlur nnlybe invoked in
EXTEme Cases, supported by clear
toviolence

becomesthenewnorm.

or harm to the nation. Leaders

Save soil

Apropas The rising threat of kand
degradation’ (Jan 20), withowt taking
direct reference to the conclusions
and resolutions adopted at various

nsc the GAP. Agri univer-
sities must incorporate this subject
into their curricula, ensuring that the
information reaches farmers,

Rajiv Magal. Sakaleshour

D readers are welcome 10 &mall Ters 1o

0 (00 JeATErs
emailed — not handwritten - will be acepted)
Al letters st carry th sender's postal
aidress and phone numioe

their wings larg:

er share of non-stop inter-
national Mights, Earlier this
month, IndiGo, which has
1 domestic market share of
aver 60%, announced that
it had become the largest
foreign aperator out of Sri
Lanka operating 54 week-
ly frequencies from Jafina
and Culumbulafwr i
in India. Indian
share on the India-Sri Lan-
ke route will goup further as
Ade Tndia operates 21 weekly
servicesand Alliance Airop-
erates three weekly services
toSri Lanka.

The ltest development on
the India-Sri Lanka airroute
isareversal of history, In Oc-
tober 2003, Prime Minister
Aval Bihari Vajpayec and Sri

torate General of Civil Avin-
tion {DGCA) allowed Indian
airlines to wet lense airceraft.
There are two kinds of leas-
adry lease in which ihe
s Trom India take the
aireraft and use their own
crew to operate the flights.
In comparison, in awet lease,
the erew, aireraft insurance
and maineenance is provided
the company from which
theaireraft isbeased, DGCA's
decision was taken keeping
in mind the supply ch is
ruptions Airbus and Boeing
are facing. Air India has or-
dered 570 aircraft, IndiGo
hasordered 530 aircraftand
Thas rights to order another
70 wide-body A 350-1000
aircraft while Akasa has or-
dered 150, Till thoseaireraft
come in, with a wet lease
Indian airlines will be able
o quickly deploy aireraft on
domestic and international
routes while waiting for the
deliveryoftheirownaireraft.
Besides, the current gov-
ernment hasbeenvery selec-
tivieinexchange of air servie-
5 bilaterals or treaties that
are exchanged between two
countries which allow air-
||1I|5 from the two countries
designate carriers to op-
uutl.'bﬂm\m them. Like in
the caseof India and the UK.
d mlmasc

Lankan Prime Minister Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe had
signed an open sky agree-
ment which allowed Sri
Lankan airlines to My daily
into India’s metro cities and
unlimited frequencies into
18 wourist destinations, Sri
Lankan e, which was
under Emirates airline's
management control, wias
able to quickly secure more
alreraft and become the
largest foreign carrier outol
India with over 100 weekly
services, But with Sri Lan-
ln Peverting bo government
control, the number of weel:
ly Mights has come down
and IndiGo has now tken
this spot.

The United Kingdom is
another country where In-
dian airlines dominate the
skies, Data by OAG for this
month shows that Air India
isoperating 264 flightswhile
British Airways is operating
240 Nights and Virgin At-
lantic 154 flights between
India and the UK. OAG
priwides data for the global

ld's

fight information. On the
India-UK route, the balance
is going to tilt further in In-
dia's favour as news reports
have appeared that IndiGo
issettolaunchdaily services
between Indiaand UK some-
time Later this year,

Both are significant de-
velopments = the UK is one
of the biggest markets for
domestic and international
airlines given the large num-
ber of Indians who live and
work in that country. Closer
home, India and Sri Lanka
enjoy close people-to-peo-
ple relations and India was
the largest tourist market
for Sl Lanka with close to
GO0 Indiana visiting the
ishand nation,

Late last year, the Direc-

from 'ﬁut.‘; sidescan operate
1w 70,

Theshiftis here
Among them, Indian carri-
ers have ordered over 1,300
airraft including wide-body
aircraft capableof flying non-
stop between India and the
United Seates and Canada
wivich aretwokey source mar-
et For Incian es. What
will further help Indian carr-
ers Is thar India has an open
skies policy with both USand
Canada under which airlines
bothsidescan launch s
many flights as they like.

For decades, foreign air-
lines have been carrying a
larger share of wraffic from
India than that carried by In-
dian airlines because of two
reasons, Air India was under
government contrel and
ardering new aircraft was a
slow and tedious process. In
addition, piivate airlines did
not have the fleet srength
and wide-bodyaircraft o take
v the likess of Etihiacd, Qatar
Alrways, Emirates as well as
the European and South East
Asinn carriers, About two
years back, it was estimated
that foreign airlines carried
T0% or more of passengers
wrawelling abroad from India.
This situation does not exist
anywhere in the world,

Now, with Indian airlines
coming into their own, set-
ting a global record for or-
denng aireraflt in a cabendar
year and the developments
that have been seen inthe In-
dia-UK and India-Sri Lanka
markets, it isa mater of time
before Indian airlines carry
e passengers abroad and
cormectawrong thar has gone
uneorrected for decades.

(The twriter isa Delhi-
buased seniar ariation
Jourmalise)
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Focus on Davos

States must improve ease of doing business
h domestic private investment being weak and foreign direct invest-
ment growing slowly, the Centre and state governments have pulled
out all the stops fior the annual Wordd Economic Forum (WEF), which
takes place at the Swiss ski resort of Davos. The country will have two
pavilions, one for the Centre and the other for representatives of six states, including
three chief ministers. Representing the Centre is Ashwini Vaishnaw, holding important
ioe like railways, information anc ing. and information technology,
who said he planned to propagate India’s “inclusive growth agenda”. The states that
have sent delegates are Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Kemla, and Uttar Pradesh. Chief Ministers Devendra Fadnavis (Maharashtra),
Chandrababu Naicu (Andhra Pradesh), and Revanth Redidy (Telangana) are attending
to hard-sell investment opportunities to foreign investors. There &s no doubt that

India means business at Davos.

Andhra Pradesh, for instance, is reportedly spending #15 croee, with Mr Maidu
Eining up 19 mectings, plus 50 mectings schoduled by the state™s mformation-technology
minister. Almost all the states have branded their initiatives — such as = #BullishonTN™
or “Telangana Rising 3050 — as part of the effort. All of this reflects a proactive
urgency of mission and a recognition that there are limits to the amount of heavy
lifting the Centre and states can do to keep economic growth ticking over and expand
mpluymmtoppou‘tumms. But :pcsl:lunsansl: over the utility of these efforts, which
involve a si of money and t bylrymmﬁ:mumms.

Behind the rhetoric of big themes, Davos is undoubtedly known for the oppor-
tunities it offers for behind-the-scenes deal-making, so it is possible that these
efforts by Indian officials may yield value. But other chief ministerial visits of
eardier years have had a suboptimal impact chiefly because of the low priority
that India attracts. This year, with the Chinese economy slowing, this could change
— Mir Naidu, for instance, is reported to be meeting two heads of states, though
who they are has not been specified. At the same time, foreign investors who are
being approached may legitimately ask why domestic corporations are shying
away from investing in their own country. Instead, i outward i
appears to be growing. That apart, each of these states holds annual investment
jamborees that traditionally attract eye-catching proposals which rarely translate
into shovel-ready projects on the ground.

‘These are facts of which overseas investors ane well aware, just as they ame of the
many lmpcdlmr:mstu dnmgh.lmm:ss\n India — from chromic policy uncertainty to

TUre of post-pandemnic consumer demand
nmys]supcmmadmnrntafncm that will ncrmrﬂvcmmlfnlmdlcmgmg busl—
nesses aselectricvehiclesand rene 1, the state

ﬂmhmmusmmmalmmmtpmmmwsmuabcappiaudcdﬁ:rmahng
the effort. Yet, with the notable exception of Uttar Pradesh, the other five states are
those that are relative racehorses in the investment stakes, Indian or forefgn. Their
purposefulness begs the question of why other northern states, which ungently need
maore manufacturing activity to address the problem of poor-quality jobs, are not
making a similar effort to attract foreign investment. In a sense, their absence says
much about the skewed dynamics of India’s economic progress.

The automotive frontier

India needs investment in the EV segment

he Bharat Moility Global Expo, being held in several locations in the
Mational Capital Region, provides an opportune moment to consider the

state of the automobile-manufacturing ecosystem in India. It is worth
remembering that this was, till recently, one of the few sub-sectors of

gz Wi Ernll Fud wtrated competence. In particular, the suto-
motive-component business had managed to reach a kevel of proficiency that was
reflected in healthy export eamings and sustained relationships with global original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs). India also had large private-sector companies
in the OEM space that were able to incubate research and development and open
up new markets. Yet it has to be acknowledged that the sector is going through &
period of transition, towhich India is yet to have a clear response. This transition is
defined in particular by three trends: The technological shift from internal com-
bustion engines {ICEs) to hybrid or electric vehicles (EVs); the vast o\r:'n:.npa.clty
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Anatomy of aregulator

Regulatory bodies are important institutions in a market

economy, requiring careful handling

eroeconomics 101 explains the causes and

effects of market failures in a free-market

economy, as well as the need and justifi-
cation for regulators. Over time, even developing
economies have realised that having credible and
well-reputed regulatory instiowtions s a pre-requisite
for sustainable growth.

The enactment setting upa regulator should have
aclear purposs, explicitly stating the objective, role,
appointment procedure, powers and functions, guld-
Ing principles for regulation, appellate mechanism,
and how the regulator will be held accountable. The
regulator must have operational and financial inde-
pendence, and the law should 1ously pre-

ILLLISTRATICK: BIMAY SIKHA

rR it

and foremest, it should accept that statutory regulatory
bodies aren't government departments. In many sec-

attract the right paople ready toleave thelr government
jobs to take up these roles.

A lot has been written in the media about the
accountabdlity of regulators. It is a serious kssue.
Regulators cannot be given a free pass in the name
of regulatory independence.

Let us first examine the legal provisions in some
existing statutes that may be relevant for ensuring
oversight of regulators’ working. These include —
the powers of the central government to make rules,
issue directions to regulator and even supersede
them in certain situations; the requirement for reg-
ulators tosubmit an annual report tothe govemment,
which is subsequently lald before Parliament; the
provision for laying regulations before Parliament;
and the establishment of an appellate body to hear
appea]s against the qunsl—judlclal arders passed by

tors, some of the regulated entities are g

owned. These entities often, citing sovereign owner-
ship, seek and expect different regulatory treatment,
including forbearance, compared to private-sector
players. How about a cost-benefit anatysis of such a
proposition? The costs are obvious. Among other per-
vershona, it distorts the level playing field. As for the
benefits, if one digs deeply, there are hardly any in the
medium to beng term. Most of the time, it only implies
throwing the candown the road, and bringing in com-
p:ls.oenl:'y in m working of these entitbes.

scribe that.

A number of regulatory bodies have been estab-
lished in India since the country embarked on its
journey of economic liberalisation im 1991. This col-
umn is not focused on analysing the
performance of these regulators, but
rather on examining certain broad
coressues that need tobe addressed.

Let's begin with the question of
whether we nead so mary regulators.

“This question often arises from con-
cems about the financial burden on
the public exchequer when settingup
new institutions. However, a far more
serfous and important Is;n:“ijﬁtx AIAY TYAGI

nead toanalyse the
regulatory institutions with poorly
defined or ng roles an the regulated ent

ties and other stakeholders. Among other conse-
quences, the objective of improving the ease of doing
business certainty gets thrown out of the window!
It's not that this aspect hasn’t been examined in
the past. For instance, the Financial Sector
Legislarive Reforms Commission (FSLRC) report of
2013 on the financial senm clearly explains the need

" arm's-length functioning. both in let-
ter and spirit, ks an essential prerequisite. If the gow-
ernment finds this impractical or unfeasible in a par-
ticular case, it Ishmrrmmsaupma‘t regulator.
‘Coming toadmi including the
appointment of regulators and
ensuring thelr accountability.

The arm's-length working prin-
ciple dictates that the appointment
procedure, including tenure, should
‘be embedded in the law and not left
torule-making. Extending this prin-
ciple. the appointment process
shouldn’t be handled by the min-
Istry dealing with that sector. Let the
department of personnel in the gov-
ernment handle the appolntment of
all statutory regulators.

Geﬁngﬂ\eﬂgnpenplemﬂllmereguuu:) fobs
can prove tobe a
sparked & media dameonw!mher such

. S0me el o prescribe govern-
ment nominees on uw ‘board of the regulatos.

These provisions only serve a limited purpose.
The government's rule-making s restricted o admin-
Istrative Issues; issuing directions could be perceived
as & violatbon of the arm's length working principle.
Instances of a regulatory board being superseded are
virtually unheard of. Annual reports atiract more
attention from the media — there are no instances
of regulations laid before Parliament being modified.
‘The functioning of appellate bodies is often marred
Iy vacant positions and & lack of expertise.

While some improvernents could be brought in to
make such provisions efficacious, the desirable
approach woL direct parliamentary
sight through parliamentary committees over regla-
oy’ functioning. Though wehaw parliamentary stand-

R

Fewwulddd.ume&mﬂalsmedmﬂsmhualmg
wa) mg\:beﬁwe mﬂdmﬂ:elevelofn‘amﬂ:)obsemd
of the West. Th

bl dby

qualified
supporting staff, and sueam]lnlng the processes. A
comimittee could call a regulator twice a year to review
its functioning and alse hear from stakeholders and

adefined timeframe. The committee may then finalise
itsrepoet, which should be placed before the parliament,
and Later in the public domain.

Infact, anhegys'tem matures, the concerned par-

should come fic or £0r.

This subject requires a separate discussion, and this

column is not on that, That said, a word of advice

the selection of candidates from the povern-

mantmaybe norder. The culmnonpuhucpemepum
i

rusted with the

authority mmnﬂrm the appointment of regulators.
Regulatory bodies are important institutions in

a market economy, and need to be nurtured and
developed with care to support economic growth,
ensuring that all stakeholders continue to repose

for 12 ture and rec-

that ls has

ommends having only two mgulm:mz in the sector.
However, vested interests and turf Issues have
ensured that this idea remains on the hu.ckhu.mel

tobe strongly negated. Jhegmmmmshaulﬂidenﬂj}
and offer appointments to suitable candidates well
ahead ofthelrsuperannuation, say, three or more years

mindset insettingup thesed

tutions and dealing with them needs to change. First

beef LAt egulatory bodies with
substantial and well-defined robes would definitel

faith in the ecosy

Theaurhuris distirguasted fellow m the Observer Research.
i i . p—
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The need of the hour is a ‘Dream Budget’

n less than two weeks, the finance minister will
present the Union Budget for 2025-26, This Budet
«comes ggainst the backdrop of a slowing economy
characterised by high levels of fiscal deficit and debt.
That means the FM will have to find a way to
announce policy initiatives to revive growth while

being built upin China; and the subsidies and support being provided for
in the large consumer markets of the West.

‘The context of these three trends provides a ceiling on the size and growth of
Indian ICE-focused companies in the sutomotive sector. Some of these have healthy
balance sheets, driven by growth domestically in the medium and large utility
wehicle space. But a dependence on domestic growth has its limits, as is becoming
increasingly obvious. The question is where the next motive force for the sector will
come from, and even whether it is sufficiently future-proofed against these three
disruptive trends. The reports from the auto expo underdine the fact that much of
the energy has shifted away from Western OEMs to Chinese carmakers.

BEYD, for example, has promised to expand the mnge of its cars available in
India. There are quantitative restrictions and tariffs on imports, but it is possible
that Indlmcurlsmnmwl] bary whatever is availsble. Yet, for geopolitical PoESONS,
India has put i Chinese ir inIndia. Given that th
dlimate is changing alongside the technological landscape, it may be time to revisit
this decision. A $1 billion investment offer to India by BYD in partnership with a
local firm for focusing on re-export to peer markets deserves re-evaluation, for
example. Other such opportunities might also be sought. It is to be noted that the
same company said yvesterday that a $1-billion plant in Indonesia would be completed
b the end of this calendar year. If India waits much longer, it might lose out on the
technological frontier.

The auto-component sector must also be given time to evolve, through the
creation of alternative ecosystems. It has been noted that such investment has
created commercial complexes and ecosystems in locations in Southeast Asia and
Mexico. India's security oo about Chinese i in core infrastructure
are eminently defensible. But investment in other manufacturing sectors, particularhy
EVs, may not have the same security implications. The fear is that India will be shut
out of the legacy export markets in the West while also being cut off from technological
innovation like in EVs. This could end up creating only a high-cost domestic industry
that leaves both consumers and producers worse off.

‘hieving fscal discipline. While calls for tax cuts
and increased infrastructure spend]ng are Joud, this
Budget st do a lot more to dri growth,

economy have also been getting battered by high
food inflation and falling real wages. And now, the
MNew economy is slowing down too, normalising toa
more moderate growth pace. Together, these dynam-
fcs are creating a serious demand

How should the Budget address this, while also
reducing fiscal deficit? Two things are worth con-
!Lder]ng The Budget should focus on rationalising
to achieve fiscal consolidation. In

The two key questions are: What is the diagnosis
of the economic slowdown? And what can the
Budget do to address ir?

Let's tackle the question of slow-
dowm first. The consensus is that the
slowdown is temporary, but data sug-
pestsotherwise. Barring one quarter,
the economy has been slowing
steadily since mid-2023, with real
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth rate falling from over 8 per
cent tounder & per cent in just 2 year.
High-frequency indicators also showr
that the post-Covid growth momen-
tum is fading, possibly signalling a
deeper, structural slowdown.

Before Covid, the economy was
already struggling, growing at less than 4 percent in
4 200% Post-Cowvid, many high-frequency indicators
pointed to the emergence of two different economies.
within one: An "0ld economy” in middle and rural
India, and a “New economy” driven by a boom in
service exparts. The latter was fuelled by the rise of
global capability centres (GCCs), mainly US-based,
employing high-skilled Indian workers in sectors
like R&D. This Mew economy boosted luxury con-
sumpition, such s 5UVs, and sparked a mini-boom
n construction. In comparison, the Old economy
has been weaker, from even before the pandemic,
due tolow private sector investment and weak
exports, among other things. Workers in the Old

MACRO PULSE
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lebmryME&.thethndsetatugettmeducem
fiscal deficit to less than 4.5 per cent by 202526, but
this will be challenging in a slowing
economy, with nominal GDE growth
under 10 per cent. However, lower-
Ing the fscal deficit is essental for
macroeconomic stability, which is
keey for growth.

To achieve fiscal consolidation,
the government should focus on
reducing revenue expenditure,
which includes schemes and trans-
fers and constitutes nearly 77 per
cent of total spending. For example,
why Is it necessary to provide free
food grains to 800 milllon people
annually when the pandemic emer-
gency has long passed?

O the issue of growth, there k= a lot of clamour
for more government spending on infrastructure.
While some infrastructure is needed, it is unclear if
this abone will boost GDF growth. For sustained eco-
nomic growth, a revival in private sector investment
Is crucial, but public infrastructure spending does
not seem to encourage this. Moreover, with much
Infrastructure already bullk, the marginal benefits of
new roadsor highways arediminishing In short, gov-
emment infrastructure spending might be a blunt
tool for stimulating growth when private sector con-

en the limited fiscal space, there is Hitle room for
widespread cuts. Morecver. large segments of the Old
econony, wiy g d poor job prosp
are hurting demand, aren't even in the tax base. Asa
result. some tweaks here and there with the tax struc-
ture are unlikely to make a significant impact

To facilitate high, sustained growth, the Budget
must revive a key element missing from Indizs eco-
nomic agenda: Reforms. Since the rollout of goods
and services tax (GST) in 2007, no major reforms
have been introduced. Many sy that no new reforms
are needed since all the key policy initlatives have
already been adopted. But this is not true. There Is,
in fact, much that needs to be done.

Giventhe current economic climate, the Budget
could propose liberalising import tariffs, removing
non-tariff barriers where imiport-dumping Is not a
concern, scrapping Quality Control Orders that
restrict the imports of vital supplies to the manu-
facturing sector, overhauling the tax system (inchud-
ing residence-based taxation to attract foreign
inmmem] further simplifiiing the GST, eliminat-

d surcharges, curbing, ndus-
trial policy so as to create a level playlng Fle]d forall
firms. and incentivising states to do land and labour
reforma. I..mg—uwrdue regu]atury reforms should
also be pricritised d reform:
has laded but now Is the time to bring it back.

This Budget must serve as a blueprint for the
govermnment's long-term economic vision, laying out
& comprehensive medium-term strategy to restore
private sector confldence. Incremental changes to
taxes or spending will not be enough to turn the
tide, and the economy will continue to struggle. The
time is ideal for a "dream budget” akin to the 1991
reforms that sparked high growth and unlocked sig-
nificant gains in productivity.

Joining the dots on infrastructure

BOOK REVIEW

SANJEEV 5 AHLLIWALIA

ratap Padode s a financlal
Pjuum.nllsland publisher of
Construction Update, amagazine
launched in 1996, followed by
Imfrastructure Today, Power Today and
L

Thisb

Profect Reporter.

Second. it isdata-heavy, which readers
unacqualnted with this sectormight
welcome. ltalsotouches on macro-
policy issues that impact infrastructure.
Chaptertwoextends to mnrethnnnn.e
he k. 1t 15 .8 monthly
ofkeyevents and declsions from 2012
onwards, based onthe author’s editorials
Intrade magazines — a primer on how
Infrastructure evolved and the
government’s supportive Initlatives,
including the India Infrast recture
Finance C (IFCL, in
20086, to providelong-term debt, and the
India Infrastructure Project
Devel Fund in2007:

favourably pre-reviewed by industry
veterans Mandan Nilekani, founder
chairman, Unique Identification
Authority of India, 8N Subrahmanyan,
Chalrman, Larsen & Toubro, and policy
maestroAmitabh Kant. the Prime
Minister's G20Sherpa.

Itstands outinthe literature on
Infrastructure for two reasons. First, itis
anindustryveteran's the
domestic political economy, global
drivers, andtheindustry response that

shaped infrastructure from 1995 to 2004,

Mnancethi idershled,

announced the Golden Quadrilateral —

moreav ct—
country'surban extremities in all four
dllectlon!whhhiylwa)g. The lengthof
four-1 wcreased from just
556 kim In 1996 to 14000 km by 2007,
funded partially by a new cessonthe
sale of petrol and diesel —an
appropriate new revenuesource bome
by owners and users of motorvehicles
who'benefitted directly from lower fuel
consumption and maintenance costs
duetoroad improvement and
widening. as did industry and trade
from better connectivity.

Chapeer three examines why “the

cost of projects under the public-private
partnership(PPF)model.
Readtogether, chapters one and two
provide, inthe author s words, “a
ringside view” ofthe “halcyon days of
growthtothelogiamand policy
paralysisreached in2012", and
thereafter “reinjection of fuel by Prime
Miniszer N uemira ModL™ Indin‘s
inir y ec ball
visiblein I'i'iliwhendlen Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

pace (of t)is elusive” and

annual cost overnins on projects are &4
trillion, making private investment shy
of new commitments. The exceptionis

India’s demonstrated Indigital
public infrastructure and applications
for identity recognition, payments,
information-sharing and digital
storage stacks, which are expected to
find markets in developing economies.

fidence remains low. -praf iics, IR,
Likewise, tax cutscan boost consumption, butghv- — Mumibai
Indian Railways has yet tolive upto corporationstogrow and to attract Someofthesuggestionsarespoton,
Ibeing the fourth largest global network foreign competition. suchasevolvinga new strategy at scale for
byenhancing the quality ofits services. ‘Thelast chapeer, titled *Fast Forward vocational training, iImproving access o
Energy-and emissions-inefficlent road toViksit Bharat," isexpansive, dalving technology for medium and zmall
transport still accounts fora Into1%suggested transformativechanges. | enterprises. boostingtourism to enhance
dispro i hare of Someare a mitedistracting from the ‘demand forconstruction and services,
trafficand frelght, though new narrower isst why Indiadoes not excel wevpdront public fir
investments in ports and dedicated minﬁmnﬂedeuelnpmemmhmm commitment by adoptingthe Andhra
freight corridors are nearing e model of “land pooling” and theneedto
completion. Theglacial paceinthe ogs ) I duct (GDEF) \on riskviacontracts
privatisationof fior measuring compliant with international standards,
publicenterprises 0 developmentand suchasthose of FIDIC, abwhaed.md
shrinks the space for TOWERS: The India  adopt multiple ‘based international fedes
private business, I ] dimensbonal indices ‘Thishook s mmlmnendedfﬂrhsdm-
exagreratingthe R Story Insead, ortheneed ‘based insightsintothe problems and
drain on pubdic TARMAC Author: Pratap h of Tment.
finances. The Smart 0 Padade Om Jusionls
Cithes mission has Publisher: workforce — bath ontheunimplemented
yettotransformeity TD‘N E Rq Westland Business  needed butunlikely recommiendations of the Kelkar
planning i Pages: 373 toboost ‘Committee Report of Movemnber 200500
mechanismsin Prica: ¥799 Infrastructure. the PPPmodel ofinfrastructure
states where = Others arewishful, development. The public imvestment
shortage ofurhan h di ifthegn BY
planners, skilled, certified and d competitive federali d di likel
glstered " The political economy barrs I overshoot th of public
contractors, constraln small projects. beovercome by devising new financeavallable. Enhancing private
L&T, oneofthe few Indian professionally | institutional mechanisms for power domestic and forelgn investment via
managed companies, remains the sharingin key decizsion-makingbodies PPPscould fill that gapand induce the
dominant engineeringand construction matﬁurepalitlcal ecmnmyhanl.em nextphasaof cost-effective high
I

companywith aturnover 4 times of the

Iy desirahl

These are thestepy to feed next wtthescale | forrever butcould
data-hungry artificial intelligence Imist dsignificantly impact projects viainter-
sub-systems. mpmvldememnmluwlhw gwemmmnll‘dct}nn
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We need distinguished jurists as judges

critical aspect of a

Judicial system Is the

effective and timely

delivery of justice. This
can be achieved in the Indian
Judicial system only if the
significant crisis of backbogs and
vacancies is addressed urgently by
both the judiciary and the
FOVErTment.,

Dt a8 of January 1, 2025, show
that 371 pasts of the 1,122 posts
sanctioned across the High Couns
of the country remaln vacant. The
Allahabad High Court lunctbons at
anly 508 of its total sanctioned
strength. Naturally, this has a
direct Impact on the already
alarming levels of backlog. As
millions of people have to walt for
along time for justice, their falth
in the judicial system Is eroding.
Although this has been a perennial
Issue, there are now about 60 lakh
cases pending across all the High
Courts, an astonlshing number. To
sobve this, we need both
Imamediate remedial steps and
reformative measures,

Whille it ks true that the pace of
Colleghum recommendations and
the resulting appointments has
phcked up in the last couple of
years, it has unfortunately not
been able to match the number of
retirements and ever-increasing
number of filings. In twrn, this has
[t enormous strain on the
system, com pelling judges w take
on a higher caseload than feasible,
This is likely to adversely impact
beth the time given 1o as well as
the depth of engagement with a
particular case, Therefore, a
well-staffed judickary functioning
at near-total sanctioned strength bs
the need of the hour,

A game changer
In that context, Article 124(3)c)
and Article 27(2)(c), now
repealed, of the Constitutbon
become increasingly significant.
These provisions allow for the
appolntment of individuals wheo,
in the opinion of the President
{read Collegium), ane
“distinguished jurists’, as judges of
the Supreme Court and the High
Courts, Unfortunately, Article

One in three Indians wants to buy an electric vehicle next: report

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

ne in three consumers in
0 India is eyeing electric

vehicles (EVs) for their
next purchase, says the “Think Mo-
bility" report by Google and BCOG.
Women are emerging as key deci-
slon-makers in the EV market,
Whike EVirelated challenges per-
sist, innovations and localised ma-
nufacturing could pave the way for
greater adoption, says the report,

LA
wil

Kumar Ritwik

Delhi-based Advoc ate,
currently sendng a5
Law Clerk in the
Supreme Court of
India

Ity drawing
upon the
expertise of s
sharpest
academic minds,
Inelian will be
able o enhanee
the quality of
the judiclary's
ot

12403 Hc) remains unutilised and
Article 217(2)c) has been repealed
without any stated reason. In

and grievances of not having been
adequately nurured or
supported, re-ntroducing Articke

other words, no jurist has been 2702 c) and appolnting jurists or
found 1o be distinguished enough academics as judges of the High
1o be appodnted to these posts tll Courts would send across an
date. Althowgh it is a routine important message. At the same
practice in jJurisdictions across the | ime, with adequate training of
lobe o appoim jurists as judges, rocedural know-how and
appointments to the High Coures cortroom experience, the
and the Supreme Court in India presence of our sharpest academic
have always been either from the minds on the Bench would ensure
Bar (practising sdvocates) or the that the judicial discourse is
Judicial services. enrbchied and that judicial

At a thime when the kssue of decision-making s further
vacanches and backlogs is stifling strengthened.
the system, Introducing and Granting an opporiunity to
Invoking the provision to appolnt distinguished academics o
‘distinguished jurists” to High effectively engage with ihe
Courts of the country can turnout | complex problems of the
to e a game changer. In fact, a contemporary legal world would
similar idea was floated by Shri lend a fresh perspective to the

Shibban Lal Sacena but negatived
Ty the Constitent Assembly on

cause of justice. Such appolntees
would naturally serve as a bridge

Junie 7, 1948, without any between academia and practice,
meaningful deliberation, This would lead to a synerglstic
Involving the workd of academia | interaction of legal research with
directly into the malnstream the more nuanced and practical
Indlian judicial system can bring aspects of delivering justice,
both immense benefits and Therefore, the need of the hour
challenges. A vast pool of is 1o thce over the current crisis of
specalised knowledge, Increasing backbogs, and bridge
research-hased critical thinking, the widening gap between the
and expertise can provide unique | actual strength and the sanctioned
Inskghts and add a hitherto strength of courts. First, the
missing dimension to the government must comply with the
Judiclary's understanding of Collegium’s recommendations

complex socloeconomic and
socio-legal cases, At the same

within a strict thme frame, Second,
deploying innovating solutions,

time, the lack of courtroom such as re-introducing and

experience, procedural imvoking Article 17(20c) 10

knowhedge, understanding of appoint distinguished jurists o

limits 1o exercising judicial power, | High Cowrts, would help Gl

and a certain degree of resistance | existing vacancies, Tapping into
the academic world as a valuable

among the status quodsts within

are chalk that
will e 1o be overcome as well,

An important

A number of countries (such as
the United States, Poland,
Myanmar, Kenya, Thailand, Spain
and aly) that allow jurists or
professors of law 1o be appointed
1o posts equivabent to that of a
Juchge in the High Courts andior

sector would help ensure
that the Indian judicial system
remains dynamic, robust, and
diverse, grounded in practical
realities as well as an in-depth
understanding of its underhying
constitutional principles. By
drawing upon the expertise of our
sharpest academic minds, India
will be able to address the existing
concerns and enhance the quality

the Supreme Court of India have of the judiclary's output. Such a
vastly benefived from this practice. | step could prove (o be
In Inclia, where academia has transformative for the Indian

expressed its leghtimate concermns

Judiciary in the years 1o come.

A pushback against online abuse

Anactor's decision to legally take on harassers on social media is ldable

STATE OF PLAY

5., Praveen
praveen.sr@thehinu <o

ers may fall silent, at least

for the time being, thanks
toa recent incldent involving a
courageous actor in the Ma-
Layalam flm industry,

On January 6, the actor
lodged a police complaint
agaknst 30 people for allegedly
posting derogatory remarks
beneath one of her posts on
soclal media. The next day,
she filed a complaint against
businessman Boby Chemma-
nur, calling him the “leader”
of "soclal media hooligans®,
The actor alleged that he had
harassed her with sexual re-
marks on sockal media but also
off it, during the inaugural
function of one of his jewel-
lery stores, After she objected
to the remarks and refused 1w
antend the inasguration of oth-
er outlets of the Ch

l n Kerala, trolls and abus-

some cases the profiles used
o post such on her

channels men facing serious
allegations of sexual harass
ment and assault, waded into
the issue by questioning the
actor's sartorial cholces, Ace
cusing him of orchestrating a
cybercrime against her o ma-
nipulate public opinion and
trivialise her complaint, the
Malayalam actor then filed a
complaint against Mr. Easwar,
She argued that his comments
wolld prevent more women
In similar situations from lodg-

profile, began to disappear,
While the Kerala High
Court granted ball w Mr,
Chemmanur, it made him
apologise for his theatrics
which involved a reported re-
fusal tor shgn the bail bond.
The actor's declslon 1o e
gally take on harassers on so-
clal media s laudable. Over
the kast few years, there has
been a growing number of in-
stances of targeted online ha-
rassment against women in
various fields, especially polit-
Ickans, lists, and celebri-

Group, she received obscene
comments from several ac
counts. It seemed 1o her like a
targeted attack.

The police pressed non-
bailable charges against Mr,
Chemmanur and arrested him
from his tea estate in Wayanad
within two days of the actor
filing the complaint, The ar-
rest was dramatic, A group of
young men clal 10 be Mr,
Chemmanur’s fans atempted
to stop the police vehicle, al-
leging that the businessman
was belng undairly targeted,
after a local court denied his
bail application and sent him
to judicial custody for 14 days.
The police also arrested a 60-
year-old man, who was one of
the 30 people who allegedly
abused the actor online,

As the probe gathered
pace, many of the offensive
comments uncer the complal-
nant's older posts, and in

Waomen influence 52% of the decisions related to the purchase of EVS in Indian houscholds

Improving the availability and dis-
coverability of charging infrastrue.
ture, offering innovative financing
options, scaling up localised ma-
nufacturing, extending warran:
thes, ensuring transparency in bat-
very health, and introducing new
models ~ G0% of which are belng
developed by major Indian-origl-
mal equipment manulacturers and
are new to the market.

Women influence 52% of EV
purchase decisions, while they in-
fluence only 38% of non-EV pur-
chase decisions in India, The re
port says that over 41% of Indian

The report highligh

growth potential in India's auto-
motive market, Chart | shows that
the vehicular market has the high-
est potential for growth in deve-
loping countries such as India, On
the other hand, countries such as
the U8, Switzerland, and Den-
mark, which already have a high
vehicle penetration rate, have li-
mited room for further growth.

Chart 2 shows that 36% of con-
sumers are conskdering an EV for
their next four-wheeler, while 30%
are inclined wwards an electric
tworwheeler.,

When read twgether, Chants |
and 2 show that not only Is there
significant growth potential in In-
dia's automotive market as only a
small share of the population
(3.3.%) owns cars, but a substantial
portion of this growth is likely 10
be driven by consumers who are
increasingly inclined towards EVs.

The study also estimates a 2.7
fold increase in elite households
by 2035, This suggests that the al-
fordability of higher-priced EVs is
unlikely to deter a substantial
shiare of households,

However, barrers remalin, Over
hall express concerns about the
avallability of charging infrastruc-
ture, while 45% are dissatished
with the high acquisitlon costs of
EVs, One in three worry about bat-
tery life, and one in five feel the
current varlety of models Is insuffi-
clent (Chart 3).

To ackdress these challenges, the
report suggests several solutions:

* D

€ witht heelers pref-
er vehiches with in-bullt navigation
systems on the dashboard. It also
says that 85% of Indian users are
apen 1o considering the car model
they rented as their next purchase,
Notably, Gen Z is 2.7 tmes more
likely 1o use self-drive rentals com-
pared o the older generations,

One in four consumers whao are
buying a car for the first time are
planning to purchase a pre-owned
vehicle, To convert these inten-
tions into actual sales, factors such
as digitisation, transparency, and
trust are essential, Additionally,
one in three consumers seek pre:
owned cars to upgrade their lifes:
tyle. Highdncome, status-driven
commuters are drawn towards lux
ury second-hand cars for their un-
Iqueness, while those who take
frequent road trips prefer pre:
owned vehicles for thelr durability
(Chart 4).

Sellers are 1.5 times more likely
1o prefier organised channels when
selling their cars. These platforms
act as onestop shops, offering
streamlined processes, Improved
valuations, and hassle-free owner-
ship transfers. However, while pur-
chasing  pre-owned  vehicles,
buyers are less inclined wowards
organised platforms and prefer ko
cal networks of brokers and
firiends. This heshtation stems from
a percebved lack of transparency in
organised systems, righd payment
structures, and a lower level of
trust compared to familiar in-net-
work sources,

thes. While the worst anacks
are  knvarfably  launched
against opinionated women,
sometimes all it takes is the
posting of a photograph to at-
tract abuse,

The complainant  wrote
that cruel comments, sexual
innuendos, and a planned
campalgn by certain soclal
media profiles are enough to
take lives these days. Many pe-
ople, including celebrities fac
ing serlous allegations, reli-
glous and business groups,
and political parties seeking o
silence those ralsing uncom-
fortable questions, have wea:
ponised online armies to push
their detractors into submis-
shon. They are known o de-
ploy hundreds and thousands
of fake accounts to intimidae
thelr targets and even drive
them off soclal media,

Activist Rahul Easwar, who
habitually defends on news

ing

The hiigh-profile arrest senit
oul the Imporiant message
that online bullying will not be
tolerated. The swilt action ta-
ken by the police and the fear
that it has possibly created
could act as a strong deterrent
agalnst online harassment in
the future, Women face a par-
theularly wviolent and sexual-
Ised form of abuse online, so-
metimes even in the form of
rape and death threats, which
Is why the actor's firm stand
has been Lnded widely.

However, some people ar-
g than the arrest of the busi-
nessman was an attack on the
freedom of expression. This is
a wilful and wrongful confla-
tion. The freedom of speech
dhoes ot translate into a free-
dom from the consequences
of such speech. Freedoms
come with reasonable restric-
tions. It Is possible 10 cause
great harm to people without
bedng anywhere close o them
physically, and therefore, free-
dom of speech comes with
great  responsibility.  Only
stringent and sustained action
against both well-known and
faceless online harassers can
ensure that the social media
sphere is reclaimed as a space
for creativity, respectful en-
gagement, and sane debates
and reasoning, as it used to
bwe, rather than as one where
vituperative modes of interac
tion hold swary, which is unfor-
unately the case now,

FROM THE ARCHIV
The st

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 21, 1975

Steering towards a greener future

The data wene sourced from “Think Mobility, a research repon published by BCG & Google

"Tibet badly hit by quake: 36
die in HP.

Simla, Jan. 20: A heavy toll of lives and extensive
damage to property in Tibet have been caused
Ty yesterday’s earthquake which killed 36
persons in Himachal Pradesh.

Reports coming in from across the
Indo-Tibetan border sald there was
“tremendous” damage 1o life and property in
Tibet, Eye-witnesses on the Indian side of the
border sald they saw Tibetan hillocks crumble
with a deafening roar in a heap of debris,

Officlals in Delhi put the tll in Himachal
Pradesh at 36 and sabd roads had been blocked
in the Kinnaur area and several buildings laid
waste, A massive relief operation was launched
to-day and helicopters have been inducted for
the task,

An officlal spokesman in Simla reported
extensive damage to property and sald district
authorithes were scanning the affected areas 1o
assess the damage,

According 1o unoffickal sources, several
personnel of the IndoTibetan Border Police and

9 » High potentiat for further growth Less headroom for growth Army have also been kilked in the quake, Several
countries hig gr bunkers collapsed,
[ potentiol. ingha: 2.4k GOP per copita, 3. 1% penetration GOP per capita Thee affected areas have a widely dispersed
0 0 40 0 0 2023, 51 population.

Chart 2: Those who consider an
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Chart 3: The share (%) of customen who found
the following issues to be of concerm while
adopting electric vehicles ane depicted in M
and those who did not are depicted in

High scquisition costs

The research leverages BOG anabysis, primary research and industry sources 1o shed light
.

¥ I indla

Chart 4; Share (%) of consumers
n varkous segments planning to
purchase a pre-owned vehicle
. and those wha are not

First time car intenders.

According to nformation recetved in Delhi by
the Himachal Pradesh authorithes, 11 persons
died in Sablkhabr village, 10 in village Leo and
three each in villages Chango and Sumdhao,
Eight labourers of the office of the
Director-General of the Border Roads
Organisatbon and a bus driver were also among
the dea.

Among the dead in Leo village were nine boy
Lamas and a girl. They were killed when a
monastery in Leo village collapsed.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 21, 1925
Railway electrification in
South Africa

The connection with the scheme for the
electrification of the South African Rallways, the
contract for the equipment of 83 motor coaches
each complete with four 185 BH.P. electric
motors, and the equipment for 133 traller
coaches for the Cape Town to Simons Town
Section of the South African Railways has been
placed with the English Blectric Company Lid.,

London,
- » a
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stablished in 1996, the Suryakiran
Aerobatic Teamn (SKAT) of the In-
dian Air Force boasts over 700 dis-
plays o its credit. As Asia’s only nine-air-
craft aerobatic team and one of only four
globally, SKAT is set to dazzle audiences

notonly based on their high level of fiying
skills but also for their sharp situa-

tional awarcness, ability towithstand
high-pressure situations, and sheer grit
and determination. Each pilotis trained
progressivelyin more and more complex

with breathtaking aerobatic n
at Aero India in Bengalsru from Feb 10 to
14 Whatevery Suryakiran pilot will demon-
strate is the complete skill set required as
a modern-day war fighter: extreme for-
mation Aving, precision in exceution of
eomplex manoeuvres, awane:

ayear before being
cleared o fly a display. During training
season, the team practices two to three
times aday.

While the DNA manoeuvre, where five

ness, and decision-making capability.
Group Captain Ajay Dasarathiteam
leader and Commanding Officer
of SKAT, spoke exclusively o DR
Nina C George about the team's prepara-
tions. Exeerpes:

The Suryakiran team comgprises
nine Hawk Mk 132 aircraft, flyingin

metres apart. What level of precision is
necessary to achieve thist

Precision and perfection are a by-progd-
uct of the team's hard works, dedication,
and attention to detail. Pilots are selected

aircraft ling
the DA structure, is a crowd favour-
ite, what other aerobatic displays can
audiences expect at Aero India?
In addirion to the DNA soructure,
the team will perform several other
mmoeuures.u:dudu:s crossessuch
wire cross’, where two
mrtml'tnossmh ather at high speed up
w1200 meh the alpllacrmﬂ thﬁ':
one aircraft pi

PANORAMA

‘Pilotsare trained in complexsituations for over ayear before they can fly adisplay’

The
T uvsd ay

lntemew

( 1I'(l|l|l( aptain
Ajay Dasarathi
Team leaderand Commandi
Officer, SKAT

where one aireraft flies inverted accom-
panied by two wingmen, a low-level buzz,
synchronous rollsof five aircraft, and
rollbacks.

back the Tricolour

of five aircral making the shape of the
lerter ‘A" the ‘hidden split, where three
1Ircnﬁcmcealrhenﬁel\'exhefnre
ateaireraft

amuulndlaamerawul'um

The team commenced EJM'JIIUH*'II'I

1996.0n :l’leh:r‘m\tk’]hlrcl‘aﬁ Ttwas
dowmin 2011 for

ﬂnng in precision; and the inverted wic,

wraining requirements, Then, restart-

ed in 2015 om the current aireraft, the
Hawk Mk 132, Since 2020, the team has
operated smoke pods on the wing that
could generate only white smoke. In
2023, the decisi L devel

anindigenous smoke pod capable of
colour smoke dispensation, which was
desedoped in record time by the base
repair depor, Aireraft and Systems
Testing Establishment, in Bengaluru
and the squadron. The pod is perhaps

China’s internet companies and their hardworking, resourceful professionals make
world-class products, in spite of censorship and malign neglect by Beijing

LI YuAN

he Chinese social media app
RedMoteis full of cute, heart-
warming moments after
about 500,000 American
users fled o it last week to
protest the looming US gov-
ernment ban on TikTok.

Calling themselves “TikTok refugees,”
theseusers paid the “cat tax" to join Red-
Note by posting cat photos and videos,
They answered so many guestions from
their new Chinese friends: Is it true that
im rural America every family has alarge
Farm, ahuge house, at keast three children
and several big dogs? That Americans
have tir work two jobs to support them-
selves? That Americans are terrible at
geography and many believe that Africa
18 & country? That most Amerieans have
twodaysolfevery wek‘

Americansals
new friends, “T heard that every Chinese
hasagiant panda,”an American RedNote
userwrote, “Can you tell me how can I get
it?" An answer came from someonein the
eastern province of Hiangsie *Believe me,
irstrue,"the: deadpanned, posting
aphotoofa panda doing the laundry.

I spent hours scrolling those so-called
cat tax photos and chuckled at the cute
and carnest responses, Thisiswhat the In-
ipposed to doe connect people.
Moreimportant, RedNote demonstrated
how competitive a randem Chinese social
miedia app can be from a purely product
point of view.

With access to an online population of
one billion and an army of hardworking,
respurceful engineers, China’s internet
platforms are world-class in their design,
Tunctionality and user experience —as is
demonstrated by TikTok and now by Red-
Mote, or Xiaohongshu in Chinese,

But why aren’t more people outside
Chinausing Chinese apps?

Forawhile, the Chineseinternet giants
seemed tobe poised to take over the waorkd,
Remember theexcitement when Alibaba
listed itsinitial public offeringin New York
in 2004, when Didi took over Uberin Chi-
nain 2016, when Facebook wasimitating
‘WeChat, and when a partner from the
Silicon Valley firm Andreessen Horowit:
preached the power of WeChat? At one
point, fiveofthe workd's 10largest Internet.
companies measured by market capital-
isation were Chinese, Now Tencent, the
‘WeChatcreator and game company, isthe
only oneleftin those ranks,

The biggest Chinese internet compa-
nies still make products that ecan compete
with any in the world. Their employees
work harder than their Silicon Valley
counterparts. (Many work a 996" sched-
ule — 9 am to 9 pm six days a week.) In
the face of US semiconductor bans, they
have managed to make impressive de-
velopments in artificial intelligence. But
the world seems 1o have forgoten
China’s intermetleaders, excepe for seeing
them as partofa rechnological and geopo-
litical threat.

The indusery didn't live upto its prom-
ises. Why? What happened?

In 2017, [ wrote a column at another
publication with the headline, Bekind
the Great Firewall, the Chinese internet

dad

Tik'Tok, RedNote and crushed
promise of Chinese internet

5 boowming. 1old readers o think beyond
China's urge to censor and copy Western
businesses because China was being dig-
itised on a scale and at a speed that was
mind-boggling.

Thatyear, Tencent srevenue grew 56%,
whilerevenue at Alibaba, the ecommerce
giant, surged 60%. Didi raised nearly $10
billion in funding, mostly from interna-
tional investors.

All of these feel like a lifetime ago. It's
a bot more difficult for Chinese internet
commpnies to thrive now,

The country i mired in the worst eco-
nomic downtum since the Mao era. Few
peaple believe the 5% growth rate the gov-
ermment announced for 2024, Consum-
er coenfidence is low — both Uniglo and
Starbucks, two brands that had thrived in
China for years, are losing customers to
cheaper brands.

When the couniry’ nomy suffers,

of the success of its overseas businesses,
which have been growing atamuch faster
rate than its domesticoperations.

But the US effort to ban TikTok high-
lights ow hard it is for Chinese imernet
companies iexpand overseas. Asthe Chi-
nese Communist Party tightensits gripon
the country’s private sector, its increas-
mgly difficult for the world toenerust their
citrens' personal data toChinese compa-
nies, which ultimately answer to Beijing.

There are good reasons that the out-
side world, including the US government,

Chineseinternet companies and inves-
rorsareincreasingly caught between their
authoritarian government at home and
suspicion, even hostility, abroad.

Most Western investors now deem
China's tech industry not worth invest
ingin because of the geopolitical tension
and the country'’s unpredictable policies.
US university endowmenis and pension
Tunds stopped giving venture capital firms
money to invest in Chinese starmups, A
generation of Chinese investors who
helped create some of the maost success-

doesn't trust these companies. |
wrywhere the government owns much of
c'w:r\'thmg ::nd wields power randomly

fultech lies have tak
marathoning and hiking.
Investors in global markets are equally
torhas din Chi firm.

uthlessly, the pri

beenonits toes. The internet companics

rm:hra\'il,\'ctnwn:dandml.tslsrl.fcrllwr

wosurvive, All the big omes, with noexcep-

tion, have had their apps lrmuvﬂl I'rmn
rbeen fined or di

irs hard foroneof ies pillarindustries mdo
well. The tech companies’ eamings have
reflected that,

regulanoTs in recent years.
Ir s well known that China's keader, Xi
Jmplng, is no fan of the digital sector, un-

As China's lation continues a
steady decline — it fell a third ive

being used to advanee his agenda

ofnational

year—the bigtech platforms are running,
out of new wsers. WeChat has about 1.4
billion accounts, bigger than the Chinese
population. Even asecond-tier social me-
dia app like RedNote, which is popular
amongyoung, urban and affluent female
users, amassed more than 300 million
users. For such companies, international
cxpansion is the natural next step.
ByteDance. the parent company of Tik-
Tok, is the envy of the industry because

he real economyis llle foundation of
a nation's economy and the source of its
wealth,” he said in 2008, " Economic de-
velopment must never deviare from the
real economy toward excessive reliance
on the virtual economy.”

An investor whe was not authorised
to speak publicly told me recently that in
2007, when she joined a hedge fund that
managed more than 3100 billion, abouwt
40% of the fund’s emerging market hold-
ings were Chinese teeh stocks. Now they
are less than 3%,

The consystemthat cultivated avibrant
techsector is broken. Fewer investments
mean fewer startups, far fewer overseas
ial public offerings and much lower
stock valuations than their American
COUNeTparts.

RedNote, the social media app that
American Tik Tokusers haveraken up, was
founded in 2013 and has vet togo public.

In that speech and on och
Ximade it clear that he puta Iug'u:rpn
ority on advanced manufaciuring than
ontheinternetand liked the State-owned
enterprises more than the private sector,

These comp rémain competi-
tive, the investor snid. But in the eyes of
the workd, she added, they're no longer
relevant,

The New York Times

the anly pod designed, developed, and
exccuted entirely by an air force with no
external help.
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nine-aireraft team in Asin and one of anly
four in the world. The “composite” phase
airng to showcase the skills of the pilots
bﬂcalm:fl\mgc::tcndcﬂ tons

h nine aircralt in close proximity,

Could you 1the |
upgrade of Suryakiran's Hawk Mk 132
alrcraft?

From the design table to the first flight
was accomplished in just one year, using
only IAF resources and expertise. The
addition of colour smolee increases the

vibraney of SKAT displays. Furthermore,

manoewvres such as the DNA have

undergone a dramatic inerease in visual
impeact just by the addition of the colour
smioke, The colour »molmncmamlhr

wi
Just 5 metres apart, under high gravi-
rational force at low levels, is incredibly
demanding. The second phaseis called
symhm" wht retheaim s to bnngthc
and Faster for the i
I‘or this, all nmc :un:l:dt splitinto sm:llbcr
Thi

whulc showcasmg:ho mnnocu\mbwhly
of the Hawk, akso showeases the extreme
precision of pilots in executing perfect
crtw.rsandmhtralrrnuwdnnandlng

i ilityin planning and
ITIATIOEUT es.

‘Why is the Suryakiran show divided
into composite and synchro-manoey-
wres?

The first phase, known as the composite,
aims o showease all nine aircrafi fying
in formation and performing various
aerohatic manoeuvres in formation, This
in |tsr:|f isarare slgn lurthc audn:ml.

© img that Suryak nly

100 feet off thy
Synchro isa high-adrenaline, high-grav-
itational phase executed ina high-threat
environmentand requires extreme pre-
cision and judgement by each pilot. Thus,
over the course of the entire display, each
Suryakiran pilot demonstrates the com-
plete skill set requined asa modern-day
war fighter, be it extreme formation
Mying, precision in execution of complex

or decision-making capability.

Denied by the binary

VIKRAMB K

Pzdmnshri Awardee Mata
Manjamma Jogathi, a
globally recognised artist.
faces adilemma that highlights
deepseated discrimination—
mot just based on gender, buton
the very recognition of identity.
Renowned for her contributions
1o Indian folklore andas.a prom-

inert

comvenience, does this force in-
dividuals like Manjammatocon-
form to a gender identity that
is not their own? Would such
measures infringe on their ba-
sic human right o self-identify?

Thesequestionsare notmere-
Ty bureaucratic; they delve into
the core of human rights—the
rights of ransgender individ-
e uan to live without fear of dis-

an

W

jamma’s achievements have
been celebrated worldwide.
She made history as the first
transgender woman to hold the

orerasure.

llu: irony of Manjamma's
case is striking, Invited to cele-
Trate motherhood and revered
ftrhcrnurlunn\gmhllt«. Eis
denled

ident ol the Kar-
nataka Jampada Academy and
iscelebrated for preservingand
promaoting the traditional art of
Jogathi. a traditional folk form.
However: today she confronts a
predicament that raises urgent
questions aboutcultural accept-

try because her iden-
tity as a transgender woman,
mearked as *x' on her passport,
clashes with UAE' binary gen-
der norms. Her gender identity
is under scrutiny—not by the
people who invited her, but by
theState that controlsaccess 1o

ance, legal recognition, and hu-  the UAE.

man rights.

Manjamma wasinvited asthe
guestal honour by a prominent
Kannada Sangha in Sharjah,
UAE. for their Kannada Rajyot-
sava celebration in November,
Theevent'stheme, Celebrating
Mother! resonates deeply as

she isseenasa

nal figure ity

Thiscontradiction highlights
the culural and begal divides
thar rransgender individuals
face worldwide, Manjamma's
struggle is not just personal; it
rel systemic marginalisa-
thon and the broader challenge
n(adalmngmmgmnnn equal-

in the community—both as an
artist and a role model for the
transgender community. When
organisersattempled o process
hervisa anunexpected obstacle
emerged. Her passport, lissting
er gender as "X." was rejected
by UAE authorities. Like many
countries with conservative
stances on gender, the UAE
does not recognise non-bina-
ry ar lhlldwel categories.

forall.
“In India, the Jozathi commu-
nityisa part of the larger cultur-
al hbnc Historically, this
are born male but later take
on fernale identities and robes.

They are revered and treated as
women within their communi-

tics, and their gender identity
is not defined by a rigid binary.
The acceptance of Jogathis as
women, without the label of
“transgender, is an e:-::unple of

d»emed entry solely because her
ity does not align
ary male-female

gender iden:
with the bi
classification.

Thisincident reflectsabroad-
er global issue of systemic dis-
crimination faced by ransgen-
iduals, Despite holding
a valid Indian passport, Man-
Jamma is barred from wavel
because heridentty challenges
rigid legal frameworks.

This raises several questions:
Isit justifiable for an Indion cit-
feen o be denied entry into an-
ather country because of their
legal recognition beyond the
male-female binary? In a world
striving for inclusivity, shouldn't
there be recognition that gen-
der is not always confined to
raditional norms? Should the
Indian government consider
temporary passports with lim-
ited validity for citizens with
non-hinary gender markers?

Whille this could offer a prac-
tical solution, it alsorisks under
mining the rights of individuals
to fully express their gender
identity authentically, If gender
markers can be amended
conform with binary norms for

deri

was  India’
standing of gender. where cul:
tural practices and respect for
individual identity often tran-
soend the constraints of West-
ern nomms. For many in
thetransgendercommunity. the
demand For recogmition as wom-
en, rather than “wans women,”
isan ongoing srrugale.

However, for Jogathis, the is-
sueis + they donot seek
whbelabelled as transgender but
rather as women whowere bom
male butidentified asfemale lat-
er. Manjumma's situation, there-
fore, speaks to the erasure and
marginalisation of Jogathiswith-
inbachthebroader ransgender
community and sociery at large,

‘Thesiruation facing Manjam-
ma is a stark reminder that the
challenges faced by ransgender
individuals are not just about
personal acceptance—they are
about systemic issues of recog-
nition, equality, and the right 1o
Tive with dignity.

The denial of entry into the
UAE, based on her gender identi-
ty, ismorethana bureaucratic is-
sun; itisa human rights concern.

(Thewriter iza poet and
publisher based in Bengalury)
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Quiake claims 36 livesin Govt toprivatise power,
Himachal water supply, sanitation
MNew Delhi, January 20 Bangalore, Jan 20
Thirty-six persars have so far known Ina=mﬁﬂnimr.dt$1ﬁlchhnu
wehich rocked Kinnaur Districs and Icwrpqrmmnmmvmrdismbu

+ ] i L

e Indo-Tibetan border: The quakeis Mmgmpmm!a!maﬂahmd
reported to have takien o heavy wollin mecting here today, Minister of Stote for

Tiber. The toll is likely 0 be much higher

Information and Publicity B K Chan-

According to repors irsckling im from
willages near the main rosds, 1 persons
diied in Sailkhairvillage, 10in Leovillage
and three each in Chargo xnd Sumdlae
villagesin Himachal Pradesh.

power disribyution was in tune with the:
redorms planned t resrucnre the pow-
ersectar. Thie dassion s would allow
the government toinitiace discussions
with lending institutsors, he said.

faithfullyand fruitbully this year!”

and " faichfully and fruicfully™

ened me,

plans and purpose for our lives more

What unfolded touched and enlight-
We all make plans—both grand and

OASIS | DOROTHY VICTOR

small—for ourselves and our loved

ones,

holidays, and relationships. We

invest time and thoughr,

s pouring purpose into these

EAI:;“(‘S' Yet, despite our
efforts, many of our

Thissimple yet profound mes- plans tend to fail,
sage mademe. |1ﬂoc:,c|d'fcr|ng mea Atsuch times, we
meaningful starting point for the year  feel disappointed, often
ahead. Tfound myself contemplating  blaming God and others for
two key ideas: “plans and purpose® our failures. But if we pause and

examine why our plans fail, the truth
that we have overlooked God's plans

W plan for our finances, caréers,

disregarding the fact that God has a

greater purpose in mind,

This facris well exemplified all

through the Bible, Isaiah 55:8-%

reads: “For My thoughts are

not your thoughts, neither

are your ways My ways-
the Lord. For as the

than your ways, and My

“For | know the plans I have for you

-declares the Lord; plans for welfare

for us becomes evident. We havetried  and not for evil, to give you a future

to fit our own plans into our lives,

and a hope.” And again, Romans 8:28

beavensare higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher

v:lumgh'm (hanyu-lr:muéhu."

Similarly, Jeremiah 2311 reads:

Trusting God’s waysinthe New Year

midst the flood of New Year
greetingsand messages [re-
sived on WhatsApp as the year

began, one post, from a friend who is
alsoa priest, resonated with me for its
insight. It read, “May we ful fil God*

reads, “And we know that inall things
God works for the good of those
wholove Him, who have been called
according te His purpose.”

These verses highlight the perfect
New Year message - one that would
bring true fulfilment and joy in the
year ahead,

I resolved to surrender my plans
1o God, trusting that His plans are
far superior, more lasting, and far
beyond anything I could imagine
for myself.

So, as we step into this new year,
let us entrust ezch day to the Lord,
secking His guidance, rather than
iNSisting on cur ewn way.



NEWS IN NUMBERS
Potential temporary,
gig jobs created by the
Maha Kumbh Mela

lakh. The Uttar Pradesh

gOvernment expects to host 400

million devotees. The economic
effect of the Maha Kumbh extends aciods
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The dip in Israels
unemployment rate in
December

In per cent. |srael’s
M unemployment rate slipped
in December from 2.7% a

manth earlier, indicating that military

Fwultiphe sectors, including ink
development, event management, security
services, local trade, tourism,
entertainment, and horticulture. w1

LETTER & SPIRIT

K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty

Six of Tamil Nadu's State universities are
at present without a Vice Chancellor (VC).
Some of these posts have been vacant
From a few months to over a year. This
impasse is due 1o a disagreement between
the Governor and the State government
regarding the composition of the search
committee for selecting Vs,

The Governor (as ex-officio Chancellor
of State universities under the University
Acts) insists on including a nominee of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) in
the search committee as per Regulation
7.3 of the UGC Regulations, 2018.
Conversely, the State government insists
on adhering to the respective State
University Acts, which generally require
the search committee to consist of one
nominee each from the Chancellor, the
syndicate, and the senate. It opposes UGC
imvolvernent due to concerns over erosion
of State autonomy in university
BOVErnance,

Conflicting Supreme Court rulings have
complicated the sinuation. One set of
judgments support the Governor's stance
that UGC regulations are mandatory and
«can override the State University Acts in
cases of conflict. Another set of
Judgments back the State government,
holding th:l UGC regulations are mrr:ly

y for State uni
The e ¥ Im been e bated hy
the UGC's Draft Regulations, 2025 which
are seen o erode State autonomy further.

There is a somewhat similar stand-off
in Kerala and Punjab where numerous
universities also face leadership vacuums.
This has led to serious deterioration in
university administration, including
delays in staff appolntments and award of
dhiggrees.

A constitutional question
UGE regulations are a subordinate
legislation framed under Section 26 of the
UGC Act, 1956, The crux of the dispute is
whether UGC regulations framed by the
UGC's Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 100
other members can supersede provisions
of State University Acts uhk'h ane plcnm
Laws passed by State
assented to by the Governor or Preshlem
This is part of a larger question of law
daalrr\g with Centre-State mhﬁom “can
d legistation (rules,
m.mﬁc:muns. etc.) framed by the Union
Government and its agencies under a
Central law override the provisions of a
plenary State Law?”

It underlines a critical constitutional
fssue regarding the scope of delegated
legislation with potential for eroding the
separation of powers, and federalism
both considered "basic features' of the
Constitution.

Judicial precedents

Article 25401 of the Constitution
addresses conflicts between central and
State laws, It states that if a State low is
repugnant o a central law on matters in
the Concurrent List, the central law will
prevail, and the conflicting part of the
State Law will be void. The plain wording
of Article 254(1) indicates that it applies
only to plenary laws enacted by
Parliament and State legislatures, and not
to delegated legislation. The Supreme
Court hasmlslﬂn:nlly upheld this

in several landmark
junkmems.

The beading case on the subject is Ch.
Tika Ramji versus State of Uttar Pradesh
(1956). The Supreme Court ruled that the
Centre’s Sugarcane Control Order, 1955

* & - »

conflict to impact the country’s
labour market. More than 22% of the
labour force were absent from work due to
being called into millitary duty. s

THE:

The amount of crystal
meth seized in a
warehouse in Thailand

in tonnes. The haul — which

l 6 authorithes said had been

® sent from Africa via India and
wins bound for Eurape, the LS. of Australia

was found at a warehouse in Bangkok

following a tip-off. Four men were arrested
at the scene, Officials declined 1o say how
musch the haul was worth. we
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Chinese investment in
Pakistan’s Gwadar
airport in Balochistan

In § million. Pakistan's
largest airport, funded
and built in the

oty restive southwest by Beljing, has
became operational. Gwadar ainpadt is in
the province of Balochistan, which has for
decades been the scene of an insurgency
by separatists demanding autonomy.

Number of Ford
vehicles under probe
over hands-free tech

inlakh, The U.5. National
l 3 Highway Traffic Safety

Administration said on
Monday it has opened a probe into Ford
Mator vehicles over reports of collisions
involving the company's hands-free driving
technology, BlueCruise. s
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UGC regulations or State university laws?

The crux of the dispute is whether UGC regulations framed by the UGCs Chairman, Viee-Chairman and 10 other members can supersede provisions of State University
Acts which are plenary Laws passed by State legislatures and assented o by the Governor or President

issued under the Essential Commodities
Act, 1955, could not repeal the provisions
of the U.P. Sugarcane Act, 1953, It held:
“The power of repeal, if any, was vested
in Parliament, and Parliament alone
could exercise it by enacting an
appropriate provision in regard thereto,
Parliament could not delegate this power
of repeal 1o any executive authority. Such
delegation, if made, would be void...”

In Indian Express newspapers
(Bombay) versus Union of India (1984), the
Supreme Court ruled: “Subordinate
legislation may be questionad on any of
the grounds on which plenary legiskation
is questioned. In addition, it may also be
questioned on the ground that it does not
conform to the statute under whnch n is

Section 12(d) of the Act are only
recommendatory. While the UGC can
advise on standards in higher education,
it cannot enforce compliance, except by
withholding grants under Section 1. The
Supreme Court has affirmed this
interpretation in University of Delhi versus
Raj Singh (1994), ruling that UGC
regulations are advisory, not mandatory.
Universities can choase whether or not to
fiollow them, albeit at the risk of losing
funding. Thus, UGC's regulation 7.3 on
Vs lsaclawlccmulwlnw_e
ulltra vires the UGC Act, 1956,
Additionally, the UGC's shifting stance
- no regulation on VCs till 2000;
introducing a UGC nominee on the search

and s

mache., It may further be g

the ground that it is contrary 1o some
other statute, That is because subordinate
legislation must yield o plenary
legislation.” In LK. Industries versus Union
of Idia (2007), the Supreme Court again
ruled: “(Subordinate legislation) may
further be questioned on the ground that

itvee in 2000; withdrawing this
requirement in 2003; reinstating it in
2018; and expanded control in the 2025
draft regulations - reflects an agenda
driven more by administrative control
than a genuine effort tw improve
academic standards.

istencies in jud,

itis i i with the provisions of the
Act or that it is contrary o some other
statute applicable on the same subject
matter. Therefore, it has to yield o
plenary legislation.” These rulings make it
clear that the Central Government and its
agencies cannot use subordinate
legislation to override plenary State laws;
any changes require a plenary central law
passed by Parliament.

An overreach by the UGC
There is no repugnancy between the
provisions of the UGC Act, 1956 and Tamil
Nadu's University Acts because no
provision of the UGC Act addresses the
appointment of VCs. According to the
UGLC, its power to form Regulation 7.3
relating to VCs ks derived from Section
26(10e), which allows the UGC to define
qualifications for university teaching staff,
and Section 26(14g), which permits
regulation of standards and coordination
of work or facilities in universities, of the
UGC Act, 1956. But the VC is not a
‘teaching staff* within the meaning of
S.26(1)e). In all University Acts - Central
and State — the VC is an “officer of the
university” along with the Chancellor,
Registrar, Controller of Examinations,
Finance Officer and Directors, So, the
above two provisions do not apply 1o VGs.
Moreover, the UGEs powers under

&

Recently, some conflicting Snpn:me Court
juecl have created
In Annarnalai University versus

Secretary, Information & Tourism (2009),
State of West Bengal versus Anindya
Sundar Das (2022), Gambhirdan K.
Gadhvi versus State of Gujarat (2022) and
Professor Sreejith PS. versus Dr. Rajasree
MLS. (2022), the Supreme Court held,
without articulating reasons, that once
UGE regulations are Laid before both
Houses of Parliament, they become part
of the UGC Act, invoking Article 254(1)
and rendering any VC appointments
contrary to these regulations void.

r, inn Kalyani Mathivanan versus
K.V Jevaraj (2015), the Supreme Court
used the same rationale but confusingly
ruled that UGC Regulations are not
mandatory for State Universities unless
adopted by the State. In P Dharmaraj
versus Church of South India (December
2024), the Supreme Court held: “If the
State Government itself has not adopted
the amended regulations, the same
cannot be applicable ID thie {lnslltu.lt'] In

GETTY MAGES

before Parliament is not supported by the
Constitution or the General Clauses Act,
1897, It contravenes a significant
precedent ruled in Chief Inspector of
Mines versus Karam Chand Thapar (1961)
where the Supreme Court held: “(Rules)
continue to be rules subordinate wo the
Act, and though for certain purposes,
including the purpose of construction,
they are to be reated as if contained in
the Act, their true nature as subordinate
rulbe is not bost.” In other words, they
retain their character as subordinate
legislation and do not become integral 1o
the parent Act.

There are three recognised procedures
forr laying subordinate legislation before a
legislature— (i) without further procedure;
here the the subordinate legislation takes
effect immediately and is for information
only: (i) negative resolution prooedure.
here legisk takes effect i
but can be annulled or modified by the
legislature within a limited period (as in
the case of UGC regulations under Section
Z801)): (i) affirmative resolution

re; here resolution takes effect
only after receiving prior approval from
the legislature,

Courts should recognise only rules and
regulations laid under the affirmative
resolution procedure as part of the parent
Act, because the other two procedures
have nil or limited legislative oversight
and allow executive overreach.

‘What next?
Given the constitutional significance of
the dispute and doctrinal ambiguities, a
definitive ruling by a Constitutional Bench
of the Supreme Court is imperative. Such
a rulling would hopefully reaffirm that
Artiche 254(1) of the Constitution applies
only to conflicts between plenary Central
and State laws; clarify that delegated
legislation does not automatically become
jpart of the parent Act unless laid under
the affirmative resolution procedure; and
emphasise the advisory nature of UGC
regulations for State universities unless
adopted by the State.

Such clarity is essential not only to
restore the normal functioning of State

other words, UGC by only
ifaclopted by the State,

The interpretation that UGC
regulations lose their subordinate
character and automatically become part
of the parent Act merely by being laid

@ - |

rsities across the country, but also to
preserve the delicate balance of legislative
powers between the Centre and States.
K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty is a retired IAS
officer and former Vice Chancellor of
Indian Maritime University.
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Conflicting Supeerm Court
rulings have complicated the
situation. One set of judgments
support the Governor's stance
that WGC regulations are
mandatory and can override
the State University Acts in
cases of conflict. Another set of
judgments back the State
Eovemment.

-

Theret is a somewhat simillar
stand-olf in Kerala and Punjab
where numerous universities
also face leadership vacuums.

v

Given the constitutional
significance of the dispute and
doctrinal ambiguities, a
definithe ruling by a
Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court is imperative.
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How does welfare politics

translate into votes?

When wellare Is the new normal, credit monopolisation through branding and centralisation may o

necessarly fetch electoral rewards i people struggle o access wellare se

G, Sampath

Kailash, KK (2024), "The Politics of
Welfare: The BIP and the Discerning
Voter, Studies in Indian Politics, 12 ()
228250, 2024, Loknitl, Centre for the
Study of Developing Soclethes,

light from the time of s

independence, India has had

1o contend with extreme

inequality and a large
population of poor people, While there
have been improvements since 1947, the
twin challenges of high Inequality and
widespread indigence remain. This has
wle soctal wellare an integral element of
electoral politics,

But what is the exact dymamic that
determines how welfare initlatives
transkate into votes, | ol when they do?
This paper by political sclentist K.K.
Kailash attempts to answer these
questions using vouing studies data from
the National Election Studies post-poll
survey in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,

Kailash's key contention is that voters
do nost =cast thelr votes only on whether
they received private (wellare) benefits
but also consider factors such as thelr
experience and well being while accessing
these goods and services.” One cannot
assume that those who received the
benefits will necessarily vote for their
benefactor party, What the paper
describes as “individual-level processes”

such as how easy or tough it was 1o
access these benefits, and the overall
economic well being of the voter - are
also factors that Influence voter cholees.

Background of wellare polities

The paper starts off with an overview of
the scholarship on welfane politics in
Imella, grouping them Into two broad
streams, One set of studies have focussed
on the programamatic ebements: the
design, iImplementation, delivery,
outcomes, et The other set has looked at
the influence of welfare polickes on two
related elements: credit anribution and
voting behaviour. While the two sets of
studies have bridged the gap between
politics and public policy, “they do not
necessarily talk o each other.” This paper
brings together the two strands o
examine If the experience of accessing
welfare matters for vote cholces, and in
the process, nuances long-standing
debates on soclal service delivery and s
relation o vote choke,

Before coming to the electoral impact
of what has come to be described,
sometimes derksively, as ‘revdi polities', it
might be useful consider how wellare
politics has evolved in India.

Initially, the imperative to address
soclo-economic inequality drove the
conception of welfare programmes as
part of planned economic growth, The
state perforce had to play a significant
roli bicause “social forees wene stans
qualst and would not let change happen.”
This paradigm changed when India
switched to a market-led growth strategy.
Welfarism, from being a good in self,
began 1o be seen as “an antidote 1o the
limitations of the market™, Welfare
provisioning became an "appendage 1o
the process of econo:
toensure that reforms re
sustainable in the face of the rising
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Dally grind: MGNREGA workers register their work attendance in Kancheepuram in 2024, fiu mano

Inequalities and insecurities it created.
But with the advent of a dogmatic
adherence to fiscal discipline and
concomitant budgetary con: mlnl! States
struggled o increase invest

welfare understood in ila\nu}llimul sense
of public goods, For instance, investments
in public healtheare and education began
o n:.wuu Apart from resource

why well n policles concetved as
capacity-building investments took a
backseat = the outcomes ““do not
comvenlently materlalise with the rhythm
of the electoral calendar, and made
eredit-claiming difficuls.”

Around this time, welfare witnessed
another paradigm shift - 10 a more
‘responsive’ strategy, where "provisioning
Tuacd vo meet Internationally accepted,
supposedly more effickent and equitable
norms and delivery mechanlksms®, In
other words, “all government spending
had 1o cope with the demands lor
market-compatible forms of state
Intervention™, This paved the way for an
extreme rellance on technology, cash
subshdies, and direct income ransfers
all almed ot making the outputs more
tangible, Welfare delivery was reduced to
“putting money in people’s hands®,
ostensibly to bestow on them the freedom
o choose what they want to do with it
Kablash argues that this reonganisation of
public welfare as per market principles
i two things - one, it recast cliizens as
‘comsumers’, and two, it turmed welfare
provisioning into an opportunity for
political parties seeking to mobilise voter
SUpport,

Mot only did this end up degrading
welfare as a policy intervention, it also
had a negative impact on long-term
economic thinking and strategic
provisioning of resources for
capacity-bullding. Schemes that offered
cash transfers, housing, and gas
connections were “tangible’ and could
easily connected to a singul
enabling the “brand ide the
parties”, Thus, welfare, having started out

as a policy instrument to reduce
Inequality, provid ety et and budld
natlonal capacity for equitable growth,
has dwindled into a handy ol o offset
the limitations of the market, and today
serves as a “key component of the
electoral arithmetic of political parties.”

Centrallsation, monopollsing credit
Though most sectors in which schemes
are iImplemented are in State or
ert Msts, the paper notes that the
enit BJP “has gone big™ on
mm.nll:.- sponsored n!u mes. This

(L g thrust”, by
'n1:mnpnl|:~l|u m-d-r llll'ﬂlldl branding”,
as evident from the nomenclature of
various centrally funded schemes, are the
other key features of the current wellare
e

To ascertain whether welfare
provistoning helps bring credit and votes
o the incumbent, Kallash divides voters
Into benefickaries and non-beneficlaries,
and further divides the former into those
o benefited from one or two schemes,
those who benefited from three or

il
maore schemes. Were voters who

benefited from more schemes more likely
o vostee for the incumbent Gn the context
of this stud e BJP)? Data from 2024
and preceding elections suggest, in
general, they do, while non-benefickaries
and those who benefited from fewer
schemes preferned the Opposition. A
closer examination of the data, however,
shiws a more complex pleture.

Votes don't always follow credit

In 20124, there was a 30-point increase in
the bt of peosple crediting the
Centre compared to 2009 for the five
major schemes they were asked about:
the public distribution system (PDS),

, (free gas connecthon with
cylinder), MGNREGA, Ayushman Bharat,
andl the housing scheme, *Given the
branding and the constant reminder

1 iich advertisements in multiple
spaces that these programmes were
personal ‘guarantees’ of the prime

minister, this attribution is not
surprising,” notes the paper. But did the
credit get translated Into votes? Not
necessarily,

First of all, when welfare becomes the
new normal, with every party competing
to promise similar schemes, voters'
expectations = especially about the
nature of service delivery and quality of
services = go up. As a result, voters tend
1o be more discerming about thelr
expectations from the government. 5o the
Incumbent must *not only have a
reasonable basket of programmes but also
ensure their quality™ and easy access for
cltbzens, Without quality and access,
clalm-making could prove
counter-productive. As Kailash argues,
“Credit monopolsation and centralisation
may not bring imagined electoral rewards
i people struggle 1 acoess welfare
services”

Kailash also tests the hypothesis that a
*double engine’ government - the same
party in power n the State and Centre
with greater welfare offerings would
enable the incumbent o monopolise
credit and create more partisan voters, He
creates two categories of States: those
ruded by the incumbsent (the BIP or s
allies) and those under the Oppaosition,
The survey reveals that while the central
did get eredit for wellare
rumes across the country,

Irrrqu tive of the party government at
the State level, the incumbent at ihe
Centre “did not get the votes even in the
states niled by the incumbent ™,

However, in States ruled by the
Opposition, “when the voter gave credit
to the state government for wellane
schemes, the vote also followed.” And in
States with ‘double-engine’ governments,
“the votes were split between the
Oppaosition and the incumbent when the
voter credited the state government.”
Where voters credited the local
government, chances of voting for the
opposition were higher, “The voter
acknowledges but ks not necessarily
beholden 1o the scheme provider”

So why does the incumbent at the
Centre, which designs and partly funds
thee wellare schemes, and even gets credit
for them, not get the vote also? Well, *it s
not the Centre that implements these

governments do” Whe:
last-mile delivery kssues,
and access problems, citizens "are more
likely 1o hold those clalming credit
responsible for thelr woes.” As the paper
notes, “the discerning voter I8 more
concerned about the nature of the service
rather than who provides it

The voter's personal financlal
condition was another critical factor,
When individuals were satisfied with their
financlal condition, easy access 1o welfare
translated into votes for the incumbent
(15 point advantage over the Opposition),
But when the individial was unhappy
with thelr financial condition, it did not
matter if the scoess was easy or difficult
the Opposition benefited. Those who
were unhapgy with thelr inancial
wcondition, and found it tough o acoess
welfare, were most likely to vote for the
Opposithon.

I conclusion, it would be fair to sy
there are limits to credit-clalming and
welfare branding. As the paper
concludes, “wellare beneficlaries are no
longer passive recipients but have become
discerning consumers.” Il welfare
proviskoning ks now an integral element of
voter mobilisation, then governments will
have to focus more on Improving access.
as well as other dimensions of the
economy that impact personal economic
well belng.

A more discerning voter thus creates
space for the Opposition by see
accountability from the credit-clalming
incumbent.

/‘

Please send in your answers 1o
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Grammy award winning band, Coldplay, is currently touring India with shows lined up
in Mumbai and Ahmedabad. A quiz on the iconic musical act

Vighnesh I, Venkitesh

.
QUESTION 1

What was the band onginally called?
.

QUESTION 2

Name the band's first full-length album.

k
QUESTION

Which tech mogul's memarial service in 2011 had a performance by Coldplay?

k
QUESTION &

What day do fans observe annually, to mark the day one of the band's first

songs leaked onling

| Y
QUESTION S

Name the band's song which was inspired from the aftermath of the 9/11 terror

attack i the 1157

k
QUESTION &

Name the band member who made & cameo appearance in the TV, series

Gome of Thiones.

Visual question:
Name this Coldplay song which was shot in India

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1. This was David Lymch's
first experimental short film, Ans: Six Men

2. This ereator of this very popular space
opera wanted Lynch to direct this movie of
s franchise. Ans: Star Wars and Return
of the Jedi

3, Lynch appeared in this film directed by
Steven Spielbeng as this character. Ans:
The Fabelmans and John Ford

4, Numbet of times Lynch has boen
nominated for an Oscar and the film which
eamed him his first Oscas nomination. Ans:
Four times and The Elephant Man

5. Nam the writer wha to-created &
mystery-hotros drama television series
alang with Lynch. Ans: Mark Froat

Visual: identify this actor who is a long time
collaborator of Lynch, Ans: Jack Mance
Earty Birds: ViswanadhaRao Batchu|
Rajmohan Velayudhan| Kumar Sonal|
Urmsesh Kumar Yadav] Tito Shiladitya

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. 8
S, Upendran

=&0 you feel my writing should be clear™

“Yes”

“Even when | want 1o write on a
profound subject?”

“Yes, Whatever be the nature of the
sulbject, If you have clear ideas, what vou
write will be chear, Lack of clarity in
speech and writing ks the result of lack of
clear thinking.”

“Some mistake obscurity for
profundity. Seme teachers use big words
i order that the students may be
impressed by thelr vocabulary, The
obwious is sought o be conveyed in a
pompous, difficult language. A good
teacher, a good writer, is one who
conveys in simple language even the maost
dlifficult concepts. A critle sakd that it is an
act of discourtesy to the reader to put him
o the trosbde of puzzbing out your
meaning. 5o be courteous (o the reader.
And courtesy demands that the writer
make himsell clear to the reader”

“That's right. J. B. Priestley was a
novelist and a playwright. About the style
of his writing, he sald in an essay:

“Deliberately 1 alm at simplicity and not
complexity in my writing. No m.lllrr what

write something that at a pinch I could
read aloud in a bar-parlour. (And the time

e when | was heard and understood
thousand bar-parlours). | do not

easy for the reader, do tog
tolling and sweating mysell. No doulbt |
am altogether too obwvious for the
cleverest fellows, who want 1o beat their
brains against something hard and knotty.
Bust then | am not impressed by this view
of literature as a cerebral activity, They
are no customers of mine, and | do not
display my goods to caich thelr eve. But
any man whao thinks the kind of simplicity
1 atemp ks easy should try it for b
i only in his next better to The Times.
find it much casier now than | used o do,
Bt that is because | have kept this aim in
rovgghout years of hard work, | do
claim 1o have achieved even now a
prose that Is like an easy persuasive volce,
preferably my own t; but this is
what | have been trying to do for ye:
quite deliberately, and it s this that
|:l::‘¢'lr\l my frdend, the youngish

Thas its u\m litthe triumphs. Thus
askisd to pay a birthday tribute, on the air,
1o C. G, Jung, for whose work and
personality 1 have a massive admiration.
Tov explain Jung In thirteen-and-a-half
minutes so that the ordinary listener
could understand what the fuss was
about! My friends sald it could not be
done, The psychologists sabd it could not
[ But | can reasonably claim,
backed by first-class evidence, that 1 did
Bt 1twas a tough lide task but when | had
coune to the end of it, 1 fou like honey
in the rock, a taste of deligh

“It Is all right o say that one's writing
should be simple. How do you do it?

“Thils column will deal with some
practical hints on how to write in a
simple, clear style.”

Pubdished in The Hindu on October 11,
M,

Word of the day

Derisive:

abusing vocally, expressing contemge o

cule
SYMONYMS: jeering, macking, taunting

USaRe: uis speech drew derisive comments
from the croved

Pronunciation: newsthlive/derisiepeo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jdis s, idin s

For loedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write to
.0.in
with the subject Text & Context’
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The rupee hasn’t

Inflation bugbear

Imparted inflation complicates policy response

overly depreciated

UNDER CONTROL.
tested and suc

Thank

iehard optimists would say that retail
inflation is trending gently downwards —
but the fact is that it has been ruling at

to reduc

GETED

above 5 per cent since September 2024, But what is
particularly worrisome are the global headwinds
emanating out of recent developments inthe US. A
slew of fresh US sanctions on Russia has roiled the
oil market, as a result of which Brent erude oil
futures till March and May this year are ruling at
$80 a barrel and $75 a barrel, respectively, evenas
current prices are ruling at around the $80 level,

This sharp spike of 6.1 per cent till
January 14 creares serlous concerns with
respect to imported inflation at a time
when food inflation has already assumed
endemic proportions, Alongside oil, the
Bloomberg Commodity Index too shows a
sharp spike berween December 5 last year
and January 14 (RBI January Bulletin),
While this will raise the cost of imports
anyway, it will in the process also put
downward pressure on the rupee which is
already hiv by capital outflows, owing toa
host of financial uncertainties arising out
of the second Trump presidency, For the
Reserve Bank of India, these factors could
complicate its endeavour to push growth,
while keeping a watch on the inflation
needle, as it were, What is reasonably
certaln b5 that a rate cut is virtually off the
table next month,

The RBLis already having to deal with
rising inflation expectations arising out of
persistent food price driven inflation.
Persistent inflation raises inflationary
expectations and forces households o
serimp on spending amidst pressure on
incomes. This hurts growth, Meanwhile,
inflationary expectations can also be a
self-fulfilling prophecy. At present, these
expectations are being led by food prices,
which in turn are rising on account of
supply bottlenecks. The onus of fixing
these bottlenecks rests more with the
government, and less with the RBL.

Inflation should be viewed asa
structural problem, demanding medium

R
ASHIMA GOYAL

ecent rupee depreciation has
riked alot of interest and

commentary, Thereare

rumours of achange in

regime facilitated bythe
change in managerment. This is unlikely,
however, because the RBI's descriprion
ofthe Indlan exchange vate regime has
beenunchanged since the liberalisation
of the 19905, It s sald o be
market-determined, with Intervention
only to prevent excess volarilicy.

Mare daityvolatilityis, however,

forelgn portfolio nvestment (FPL)
cutflows during global risk
Invariably followed by inflows, Since
India's inflation Is higher than s rading
partners, outflows are used asan
partunity to depreciate, moderaned
through sale of reserves, Inflows arean
opportunity to rebulld reserves, there i
less appreciation and the rupee tends to
be more stable in such perlods.

This is exactly what happened under
the last governor, After sharp initial
erisls-time depreciation and cutflows,
reserveswere rebullt during periods of

with this Some velarlicy
induces edging and helps reduce
nervousness after asudden change, But
itlsberrer romoderate the market
over-reaction that occurs inglobal
rigk-off perlods. The rupee ks still less
volatile than many peer countries, The
dallar has over-strengthened now and
ey reverse after Trumpactually comes
0 power,

VOLATILITY AND RISK
Viokarilicy ralses risk pu'nmla that ryplcally

maore for hedging products,

Depreciation rakses the costof
commodity impors immediately but
exporters donot benefit much since they
Thave to share gains In India’s competitive
product markets, But in the longer term
they doneed the REER tobe

petitive. Export competitl

cannot be neglected when the trade
deficitislarge and exports ave a potential
source of employment, But depreciation
tends roeventually cause the real
exchange rate toappreciate through
inflarion, whllnmmnal.lppnmrlm

large net inflows, Inthe lasttwoy
high frequency Two-way movernents
were lower as the REI bought and sold
dollars withinanarrow band, perhaps
because markets were fragile due 1o
mm:m.'d ;;I.u]xil shocks and there were

W INTERVENTION
The basic exchange rate reglme may have
staryed the same but ics impl

AJrImq,Ilu\hrlllw was lower there
il so that

Ius: \.zrhx.l over the years, dueto pn'lh:y
11 as external condl
and objectives to deepen domestic
foredgn exchange (FX) markets,
Violarility tends po be move I tmes of
large net capital outflows, such as the
current perlod. In the inftial decade
m:mlmlldem:lnthmmmp.-m;nmi for
higher Indian inflacion and rmaincained a
competitive real effective exchange rate
(REER), FX markets were thin, with
marry resteletlons, As the role of markers
increased, volarilicy rose in the 2000s,
The first time there was appreciation, it
penerated extensive market
mmlm.n.(nryand concern much like

'I\m—\n..w mominal movement was
establishad, however, Important lessons
inthe process must be hard-wived in the
REL Forexample, In the volatilicy after
theglobal financial crisisthe
management came to belleve markets
were too large for intervention and a

the export wul,;l'\(m! REER stayed near
equilibrium unlike the appreciation in
the late 20008, In FY24 iTwas ac 101,2
and inSepremberitwas 1027, The
moininal value of rapee/dollar
depreciared from 71.5 in February 3020
o HE3 In October 2022, It did noo
change muchafter that and was B4.061n
October 2024, but the rupee was
certainly notstable. Volarilivy was low in
2009 and 2016, also periods of capital
flow surges.

After Trump's November re-election
some real appreciation occurred due o
dallar ggth and yuan depreck S0

excend actual d

can

|mrkm:|(]~!Mn;l—a\ura pegtimated
valuesare 3 percent. In 2023, withour
intervention, Inflows would have led o
m’or—appm.i_a[mn ralsed expected
ucla(hmmk!mmmseua(u

dl erentials, Risky dinterest

1hrnuhlml<:llprln.\ -.hm.k-..
Intervention to malntainan export
welghted REER ofabour 1001n the long
term balances the different interests
well As In.ﬂn(lm falls and pmdm[m[y
rises thi ad with less

rate spreads fell, Unny\.\nr forward
rmmlum wa 5,19 per cent over 2014-19
bt fiell v 1,95 per centin 2023,

nominal deprectation.
Amanaged but flexible nominal
exchange rate can reduce volarilicy as

Research aswell as EM exy
shows the Importance of resery
the intervention strategies they e
1o sustaln market confidence In EMs,
Manyof our nelghbours suffered after
thelr reserves fell tozero, Srl Lanka had
Tirper cent inflation as the currency
sank, EMsdonot have access 1o Fed
swaps or adequate international safery
nets,

FPlawantless interventlon and more
freedoms, They contribute bath t"m.\IRn
swmws for growth and help deepen
mearkets, but are volatlle.

faster nominal dupmal.nmnm.s
required. Butstill, nominal depreciation
wasabout 3 per unmcnmrnmim 12 per
cent in 2022, the year the Ukralne war
started.

Sothere is noover-depreciation and
the REI continues with its tried, tested
and successfil post-liberalisation policy
nflmm'\\.runb o reduce excess volariling

real misalig

depury T overnor sald Blicly. The
rupee plunged. The REI hadto stepln
with multiple instruments and thelr
suceess in stabllising the mpee led vo too
much intervention in the years that
followed, As a result there was real
appreciationand exports suffered,

The rupee is still less
volatile than many peer
countries. The dollar has

Administearive freedoms willgrowon
India's well-sequenced path tocapital
account comvertiblliny even as foreign
capltal approaches a narural shave of
abour 10 per cent in deep domestc
mearkets thar will be able o absorb
volatility, so that the tail does not wag
the dog, We already see how karge
domestic particlpation in the stock
market has reduced volarilicy due to FP
entryand exit. The absolute amount of
Hlowws will vise anyway with domestie
mearket size, Innovarions inthe domestic
peryments space can be extended to
cross-border transactions,

well as misall fre jtive
real exc .|ng¢ rates without puln.fn]
domestic defladon orinflation. Itis
consistent with adeguate volarilivy toaid
price discoveryin FX markets and o
prevent speculative one-way positions.
‘Occasional nominal volatility withina
5-10per cent band would suffice.

Most EM central banks attermpt
somsething ke this in practice. But due
o continuing global fragilities and
volatile caplral fows, Implementing this
requires multiple Instruments such as
large reserves, the absence of full capital
ammnunnw.'mhlllﬁ( »prodential
measures, signals and strategic
intervention,

These tools are move successful if they
work with markets. And are berter
alrernatives to options of elther living
with overshooting exchange rtes or
raising interest rates and rmiu.clnﬁ,

iy and

domestic demand, which sa cos

IMﬂﬁL‘Innmuynm:ﬁ oawd tos the thirear

of ourflows, Volatiliies fall also as

|mrkn(-| d.dt.'pt.l\ FX market turnover ms

I pandemic level

ey parthy nxﬁlnlnlhmnrvnl.anhr)l.
Therefiore, while intervention may

change tosuitcurrent conditions, the

term policy fixes thar address constraints CADTRAT I oy s s O tll h[]tl!gﬂ!ultd I_Hll\. \mﬁﬂan:‘:}):lht?mfmm P '!mh.lridﬁlmurt'mmn-.tlmlmmprlmmi +
in productivity as well as supply chain india's opening out has unfortunately and may reverse after markets donot i ve volatilicy,

issues in food products, Harsh fiscal
consolidation or a short-term suppression
of inflation expectations through high
interest rates could complicate the
growth-inflation mix, RBLand the
government will have to stay the course at
atime of global uncertainty in the wake of
the second Trump presidency — while
being mindful of growth concerns, The
correlation berween food and non-food,
non-fuel inflation has beena subject of
considerable debate recently. A range of
extraneous factors such as exchange rate,
tariffs and commodity prices wolead vo
elevared core inflation, Yer, itwould be a
stretch toargue, as some policymakers
have sought ta do in the pase, that the two
are not particularly velated o each other,
More conceprual clarity is needed, going
forward. For now, clrcumspection is the
watchword,

eoincided with many global crises, Bur

Trump comes to power

although banks gain as they can char,;b

The writar lsEmentus Professor GIDR

Will Trump welcome Indian skilled workers?

The US risks over a million tech jabs going unfilled by end-2030. India is the only country that can offer talent on a large scale

bl.explainer

¥ Bharat Kumar

S President Trum

the nfﬁu a 5@ time on

Januar . India has been
keenly following (hn sratements coming
from him and his supporters regarding
the H-1B visa programme 1o understand
e way forward on job opportunities for
our workforce,

Why are Trump supporters agalnst
l;hn holders, Il:galqmmismnn?
The H- 1B visa allows skilled workers

entry intoe the US, Visa validity s
generally for three years, extendable by

ptock cath for

However, be later clarified that the visa
system was ‘hroken' and ‘needed fixing',

Why is H-1E programme important
to India?
Since being introduced in 1990, the
non-lmmigrant visa programme has
seen annual visa lssuances range from
65,000 to 195,000 and back again. Over
the :n.-uwmdm:ndn:.ﬁ.ugplluuul:i
working in rechnelogy firms
headquartered in India have been the
primary beneficiaries, Indlans currently
account for abour 75 per cent of H-18s,
In the April-September 2024 period,
one-fifth of the rotal H- 18 visas lssued
were 1o Indian-origin companies, OF
these, Infosys took the lea m[hH 140
honmn.mrh.s followed Irf‘l 274,

H-18 VISAS, Curbing ssuances will not
beneht the LIS wmaccow

new H-18 petltions for initial
employment saw some highs in that
perle

It rose from & per cent in FY15, 10 24

An estimate by the US Semiconductor
Industry Assoclarlon there rells us, for
the US economy as a whole, by the end of
20030, an eatimared 3,85 million
additional jobs requiring proficiency in
technical fields will be created in the US,
Of those, 1.4 million jobs risk golng
unfilled unless the country expands the
pipeline for workers in fields such as
skilled technicians, engineering, and
computer sclence,

If US companies employ foreign
talent 1o work remotely, India ks the only
country thar can offer skilled software
talent on a large scale, Over the past few
decades, Indlan companies have become
maore than somewhat familiar with the
processes needed po deliver software
deliverables from offshore locations.

N another three. Trump has historlcally
POCKE'T RAVIEANTH upnkm.l;,mmul]ubak immigranzs, and HCL America {2,953). per cent in FY 18, before dropping to 21
— Following his election, supporters of Infosys Ho, clamping down on H-1E will not

Trump's MAGA (Make Amerlca Grear
Agaln) campalgn felt that any backing
fiowr even legal, H-15 holders or aspirants
went against the splrit of Tramp's own
‘Ameriea First' slogan.

What Is Trump supporter Musk's
views on the t

Elon Mask had said that he would ‘go to
war' to defend the H-15 programme as

ame ‘iL\.I]I\Ij o only Amazon
Com Services LLEC, which topped with
9,265 visas, Cognizant, which hasa
-uhnlﬂn.mn.mpl.cwm. presence In India
but is headquartered in New Jersey,
ranked third inthe India list with 6,321
visag,

¥d denial of H-18 applications go
In Trump’s first term?
In Trump's first term that starced in

per cent in FY 19, 13 per cent in FY2020,
l( dipped to 4 per cent in FY2021, and
fell further to 2 per cent In FY22, with
the katter two years witnessing the
lowest denkal rares ever recorded,

‘What if the cost of H-1B processing
shoots up under Trump?

If costs do rise, we can expect one of two
consequences: Compandes will elther
ook for talent lecally w avold visa

help US employment?

No, curbing H-1H Issuances will make
work move outof the US via two
channels: it could go tovendors o whom
work could be contracted out, such as
Infosys and TCS, Or large US companies
could set up — and are already sexting
up — thelr own [T and/or BP0
operations in India s are called

nbal Capabllity Centres or GOCS, A

his own companies — SpaceX and Tesla
—and hundreds of others had Ix

2016, hs adminlstration ralsed scruzing

from bringing in talentunder the visa.

fired  of visa applicarions and le
approval time, Consequent

hened the
enial of

processing costs or employ foreign
talent from other countries work
remotely for them,

India o
these

significant portion of IT jobs created in

v the |ms|[ year has been by

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by smal to bladitarthehindu,cain or by past b ‘Letters to the Editer”, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, BS9-860, Anna Sals, Chennal 600002,

Nehruvian economies

This refers to 'Nehru's tryst with
economics’ { ianuary 20, The newer
generstion may rat be expected bo
knerer cur first Primes Minister ather
than through trells bred in
consumerism. Threugh the decades
of the 1940 and 1950s, India, given

Fiawve done so bue farthe 1962 war
with China that pug us on the
defernive, paltically and
economically, We picked up the
strarvds of grawthin the 19905

continLing negetiatians and
discussions with all those invohed
Assuring a legally supparted MSP
permanently is crucial, Bue the debe
waiver that the agkating farmersare

theougt
tame an urvwi eldy pubic sector and
an urimaginative bursaucracy

g runsinta several kakh
crore rupees, which the country
cannot affcre in the current

much of flak from various quarters
fior his prescription of a 50-heur
work-week Any wark demands
concertration af human mind, which
verwds b rekas every now and then, &
Wrhour wark-week is humanly
mpassible, Besides monetary
comperaation, every warker nesds

gate’ (January 209, althou gh the
proposal deserves ta be studied
from the angle of hscal benefes to
Farmers, anather ausiliary sue that
needs attention is agricukural credic
toensure that farmers donat live in
an atmasphers of ezernal fear of
defaultin view of urcertaingies they

the ghebal paktics of the Nehruvian R Marayanan circumstances. rest or relaal o reasonable face both during pre- and
era, chaose a path of a nuanced Han i Mumize Katuru Durga Prasad Rao time, which is inc; able in meney post-harvest time.
reutrality. For two decades plus, we [rere— rerms. Carparate leaders should noe HITI Aayog must devise 2 lending
pursued a dactrine af welfare and Farmers’ protest miss the waod for the trees, pattern (xerm farm-loan may nat sui
u the primacy of a public sector-led A ntre agrees for ks wich  S0-hour work-week S Ramakrishnasayee the community) ta farmers that
" As you can all see, we are a economy protesting farmers, nest round likely  Apropos ‘Corporate leaders, and Chanas nnmr em comfortable and wih a
. i - ‘We cughs ta have then tapered it on Februsey 14 (January 213 There  their hard work' spisf { lanuary 203, o TEpHTENE — Nat Waker,
fast-moving com, j!r!l!_l,i.’ - dawn ta meve cver ta the private isna paine in dragging the issue, LA&T Chainman SN Subrahmarny think fa dit Rallv Magal
sectorled econcmy: We mighe well especialy when the government is wics bd ot have anticipated this Apropos Taking banking to farm Fialvbars Village, Karratnks
Publiubed iy Wrmula Mamba 4T and - Lt M T3, (i MISE, T . Rigar, D130 Wi Mam s 78 anbmbat| 3 THG PUBLEHNG PYT. LTE. Crunns S08060 [t ar: Fagharh & T —_ STt e
7] wie BUBKE
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE
ROLE OF EDUCATORS

Educators serve as mentors and guide, empowering
students to become responsible citizens

SAKSHI SETHI

ducation is not merely the transfer of knowledge. It is the shap-

ing of minds, the fostering of growth and even more the culfiva-

tion of potential, As educators, the role exdends far hevond dallv
Ering lectures or grading
ing and empawering individuals to hrcoma critical thinkers and resom
sible citizens, Reflecting on our roles allows us to embrace our respon-
sibilities more consciously and adapt to the evolving needs of leamers
and soclety. In contemporary education, the role of the educator has
iﬁﬁad from being the sole source of knowledge to a facilitator of learn-
ng.
This transition underscores the impartance of guiding students o explore,
question, and construct their understanding. it is about creating an envi-
ronment whera students fael safe to express their thoughts, make mis-
takes and grow from them, The role of an educalor becomes especial-
ly significant when working with board students, When taking about
thern, the educator’s primary responsibility |s to ensure a strong under-
standing of the curriculum, including breaking down complex concepls,
identitying and addressing knowledge gaps and providing effective study
sirategies.
Beyond teaching content, educators must hedp students devedop tima
management and exam techniques to perform confidently under pres-
sure. The rode dermands subject expertise and a keen awarenass of the
examination format and trends. Today, the modam educational land-
scape for board students includes challenges such as increasing com-
peition, societal expectations, and the rapid integration of technology
In learning. Educators need to stay adaptable, leveraging digital tools

AP
m‘
to make learning engaging and aceessible by recognising diverse leam-
ing styles employing strategies to meet those needs, and ensuring that
every student feels included and valued. Additionally, acknowledging
the diverse leaming needs of students and personalising instruction when-
ever possible is also cruchal for ensuring their success. There is no deny-
Ing that students are at a crilical junclure in their acadernic journey, prepar-
ing for examinations that often determine their future educational and
carger paths. Reflecting on our roles s educators in this conled reveals
th need for a balanced approach that combines academic rigour, ema-
tional support, and life-skill development.
Ona of the most vital roles of an educator is 10 be a lifelong leamer.
Education is a dynamic field, and staying updated with pedagogical
advancements, cultural shifts, and technological innovations is essen-
tial. This commitment fo personal growth will not only enhance teach-
ing effectiveness but will also model the value of continuous learning
for students. Teaching values such as critical thinking, collaboration, and
adaptability prepare students for chalienges beyond the examination hall
Itis essential to emphasise thal education is about equipping them with
skills for life, not just marks on a report cand, Relecting on our roles
as gducators highlights the immense rasponsibility and opportunity, we
have in shaping young lives. It requires academic expertise, emotion-

l indedi and unwavedng . By nurturing not just the inted-
Iect but also the spirit of our students, we as educators can guide tham
toward success in their exams and, more importantly, in life, By embrac-
ing our multiftaceted roles with passion and purpose, we can creale trans-
formative expeniences for our students and |eave an enduring legacy
of knowdedge and wisdom.

(The writer is an educator; wiews are personal)

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPloneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

How skill-basec

d degrees are

edefining India’s future

DINESH SOOD

By aligning with industry needs and empowering individuals with practical
expertise, the nation is paving the way for a more inclusive and dynamic workforce

ndia’s education system is under-
going & quiet revolution, As the
global ju]h market evolves
emphasis on traditional d
gives way to skill-focused educa-
tion tailored to the demands of a
dynamic economy, A prime example is
the introduction nl’dl ree courses in
salons, spas, beauty parlours, and other
vocational domains, These courses sig-
nify a paradigm shift in how we percelve
education, LI\\]\Il\}ﬂlLJ\l and entrepre-
neurship in ‘Viksit Bh
opment addresses cr
[ .H!m with the growin
India’s youth, caters to burgeoning pri-
vate sector industries, and equips indi-
viduals with skills for self-employment,
entrepreneurship and opportunities
abroad,
G ing Demand for Vocational
Expertise
The global wellness industry, valued at
over 4 trillion, continues 1o expand,
with India emerging as a key player,
The beauty and WL]E‘“L s sector alone is
projected to grow at a compaound annu-
al growth rate (CAGR) ol 18 per cent
aver the next five years, The personal
grooming industry demands nearly 1.3
million prodessionals annually, signifi-
cantly surpassing the 3-4 lakh jobs the
software industry adds ynlf This
boom has ceeated immense demand for
skilled professionals, from hairstylists
and spa therapists to salon managers and
beauty wellness consultants. Rm.n!mmn
this, regulatory bodies like the UG ar 5
integrated skills courses into
the education system, Indian universi-
ties now collaborate with training insti-
tutes to offer structured programmes like
the Bachelor of Science (BS<) in Beauty
and Wellness, These programmes cover
skincare, makeup artistry and salon
management,
Other universities offer diplomas and
degree programmes in wellness and hos-
pitality sectors, designed with industry
|L.1|'.|L'[!| lobally, institutions swch as the
London College of Beauty Therapy
(UK) and the Australian Acadery of
Beauty Dermal and Laser offer world-
class programmes. These courses adhere
1o international standards, providing
gabally n:m!min:d certifications that
enhance employability abroad,

F aspirations of
[l

THE
BEAUTY
AND
WELLNESS
SECTOR
ALONE 1S
PROJECTED
T0 GROW
ATA
COMPOUND
ANNUAL
GROWTH RATE

(CAGR) OF 18 PER

CENT OVER
THE NEXT
FIVE YEARS

Parity Between B Voc and BSc
Degrees
An essential aspect of this trans-
formation is recognising the equiv-
alence of Bachelor of Vocation (B
Woc) and Bachelor of ence
{BSc) degrees. While BSc focuses
on .|._.uf emic learning, B \-fu._
emphasises hands-on, industry-
relevant training, Recent
reforms place these degrees an par,
ensuring vocational education is
no longer seen as secondary but as
acadernic path-
lows B Vioc grad-
s the same opportu-
nities as BSc graduates in employ-
J er education, or com-
I ve exams, [t underscores the
value of skills and practical exper-
tise in driving economic growth,
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) and National Credit
Framework
Recognition of Prior Learning
{RPL} further strengthens this
integration, RPL allows individu-
als 1o earn formal recognition for
previous informal training or work
experlenc
When \]Jhllul with the National
Credit Framework, credits earned
in schools, vocational training
institutions, or

'~_’

T i " .
o, L

empower entrepreneurial indi-
viduals to establish businesses.
Graduates can run boutique salons
or offer personalised wrl!m:ﬁ ser-
i catering to niche markets,
3, Government Jobs; Rg-..'ny,njsmﬂ(
vocational degrees has expanded
n]\puﬁunlih.\ln government roles,
Graduates are eligible for positions
in wellness centres and initlatives
under schemes like Skill India and
PMEVY (Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana),
4. Global Opportunities:
Programmes often include inte
nation ally recognised certif
hancing employability
instance, graduates
frovm LOCRT in the UK find oppar-
tunities in European markels,
while Australian academy-trained

opportunities, favouring tradi-
tional careers. Awareness cam-
paigns are crucial.
Infrastructure and Faculty:
Vocational education recuires spe-
cialised infrastructure and trained
faculty. | [ns.lllulmm n\lhl invest in
- nd con-
Linuous ]\ml'nuun 1] |J.uuLIu|1anr
for educators,
4. Recognition and
Accreditation: Further integration
into academia and government
recruitment processes will enhance
vocational degrees’ credibility,
Vision for the Future
Skill-based degree programemes
al“nll}‘ societal reform, recognis-
ing youth aspirations and
education with market reali

professionals thrive in Asla-Pacific
regions,
Breaking Stigmas Around
Vocational Careers
Vocational ¢ have long been
viewed as secondary options,
Introducing structured degree
programs challenges these stereo-
types. Formal education in salons,
s.p:h, and beauty Elr]nurs com-
s technical skills, business
acumen, and industry exposure,

seamlessly transferable across sec-
tors. This fosters flexibility in
education, empowering individu-
als 1o personalise their learning
jnll rieys and reduce redundancy.
By integrating RPL with skill-
b ased programmes, Indias educa-
tion system becomes more inclu-
sive and adaptable, Employment
and trepreneurship
Opportunities Skill-based degree
programs unlock diverse o
pathwiys:
1. Private Sector Jobs: Luxury
wellness brands, fitness chains, and
beauty franchises seek trained
professionals, Graduate

these prob as
.l:p]ml]un:]

This shift is especially empaower-

Ing for women, who form a signif-

icant portion of the workfarce in
these }nhl\ and now gain access Lo
recognised qualifications that
enhance professional credibility,
Challenges in Implementation

India's higher education system,
often criticised for being 1[":0[}

heavy, struggles Lo improve prac-

tical skill sets, Initiatives like the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and platforms like SWAYAM
alm to modernise education, but
challenges remain:

L. Quality  Assurance:
Ao

secure jobs in high-end
salons, and wellness centres wllh
lucrative salaries and career
growth.

2, Sell-Employment
Freelancing:

and

These courses

taining high fards and
industry relevance requires collab-
oration with established industry
players,
2, Awareness; Many students and
parents remain unaware of these

e lising carcers through
tured courses, India creates a
et workdoree,
These reforms L& commit-
ment to inclusivity, providing
pathways for diverse soclo-eco-
nomic backgrounds o pursue
rewarding careers,

India is on the brink of an educa-
tional revolution. Skill-based
1I¢5rm:\ in fields like salons, spas,
and beauty parlours redefine edu-
cation, These programmes bridge
the gap between aspiration and
opportunity, equipping students
with skills 1o thrive hh. bally. As
these initiatives gain momentum,
scaling them, ensuring quality,
and destigmatising vocational
careers are imperative. With par-
ity between B Voc and BSc degrees
and the integration of RPL into the
Matbonal Credit Framewark, Indias
education system s transforming
into a Mexible and robust frame-
work, These changes will meet
towday's demands :u\E shape a pros-

peraus future for the nation,
(The writer is co-founder and
MDD of Orane International, a
training partwer of the National
Skill Development
Corporation(NSDC) and a net-
work Member of India
International Skitls Centres, an
inithative of Gol, The views
expressed are personal)

Balancing rights and order: Innovations in protest management
Protests are the lifeblood of democracy. For law enforcement, it must carefully balance between public safety and democratic freedoms

housands of people

I gather, holding banners
d chanting slogans,

# echoing through
For law enforce-
ment, e aren't J!!gl‘gl}
demonsteations bue skill,
egy, and restraint tests.
Managing protests today
demands mare than enforcing
law and order; it requires

innevation, preparation, and © P SiNOH tools like water cannons, uring responses are  United
trust, and in India, sound de nd barricades in- m.md cen
Reflecting on this Dialogue Policing: ment, while artificlal intelli-  to manage large gatherings. i

ficer Dinlogue policing, extensive-  gence (A1) tools analyse data lJJJ]mnnuLm:‘jt‘ crowd psy-  doms are respected,
remarked, "Our hml lan't 1o ceden and 1o predict i:“ﬂ'nli.ﬂl flashpoinis,  chology focus on lsolating  Transparency and
silence dissent but to ensure it This enables law enforcement slement A

» prioritises l[‘am.\._'l'u‘r.-
unfolds safely for everyone communication between
involved. Effective protest {m e and protest organisers.
management isabout enabling  Linison officers meet organis-
expression while maintaining  ers before demonstrations 1o
eace.” This philosophy discuss routes, safety mea-
increasingly shapes how law  sures, and mutual expecta-
enforcement approaches pub-  tioms, This approach Jlm.ldn.
lic dunumrr.lllum globally trust and de-escalates tensions

before they arise, Indian police
have applied similar strategies
during political rallies and
cuiltural events, engaging com-
munity leaders 10 ensure
peaceful outcomes.

Leveraging Technology:
ogy is teansforming

Techne
[Prlest manag
In countries |i

South Kore

o allocate resources proactive-
ly and prevent crises. Indian
police are increasingly adopt-
ing these tools, Drones were
deployed during the farmers'
protests and other large-scale
events, offering real-time man-
itoring of crowd dynamics,

jnlulgnnin g
traditional methods,
Non-Lethal Methaods:

it globally,
Ingapore and
drones with

disruptive

Social media monitoring cells
track miginformation and nar-
ratives, enabling swift correc-
tive messures, Law enforce-
ment enhances its situational
awareness and credibility by
technology wjlﬁ

Cermany sets a global bench-
mark for using non-lethal

while

focus

smains on proporticon-

employed dunnt sen!
protests, such as ba

respecting the rights of peace-
ful protestors, In India, non-
lethal methods have been

rricading
roads to control crowds or
using water cannons to dis-
perse tense gatherings, The

i;uhlj: trust,
ody-wormn ¢

from false

Transparency Is

{n New Zealand,
neras docu-
ive  ment police actions during
protests, ensuring account-
abiliey and protecting officers
accusations,
Oversight bodies review

events,

lar cosore
icant events, such a

footage to ensure compliance
with established protocols

India, body-worn cameras
have hm.n introd i

an
strations often requires multl-
agency collaboration. In the
umtn:d com-
rate local

h—ﬁ_-.

n:\[]\unm:si. hese centres

streamline resource sharing
and operational alignment,
which s critical for complex
India’s law enforce-
ment regulary employs
uuuundurm}( g
s farmers'
protests, political rall
nathonal festivals, Central para-

n ment s
¢ workforce

backbane of these efforts,

military forces often supple-
te police, g-murins drones and Al are governed by

an:

Jear protocols and  and

seamless coordination are the

{.mu:prehmui\ e Tralning:
Trg

Globally, technologies like

protocols that protect privacy

I liberties. Similarky, the
principle of proportionality—
using the minimum fosce nec-
essary—guides actions to
of  ensure deme ! rights

tive prote

high-pressure scenarios,

mi-  inte;
if-

and

management,
Canadian police emphasise
alation, cultural sensitiv-
d conflict resolution,
Ticers undergoing prac-
simulations to prepare for

In Inglia, the Bureau of Police
Research and  Development
(BPR&D) has introduced
advanced modules covering
non-lethal tools, technology
tion, and crowd psy-

tral 1o managing protests,

are respected. In India, police
un.u.n.mp,l} emphasise ethical
ng comumuni-
caders, addressing %Lrn.u-
and prioritising dis
1 commitment to |u|
ancing public safety with
democratic freedoms. The
shift towards a restrained,
people-centric approach
underscores the evolving role
of blaw enforcement in a mod-
e demg Yo
f”lt writer is Director
General of Police and Head of
the Haryana State Narcotics
Hureaw; views are personal)
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Newfound nerve-muscle crosstalk
shows exercise helps neurons grow

The conventional concept of nerve-muscle interaction emphasises the nerve’s control over muscles. However, Ritu Raman and her colleagues at the
Massachusets Institute of Technology started to wonder if the reciprocal could be true: if stimulating muscles could encourage nerves to form

Sayan Tribedi

egular exercise is proven to be
benehicial for our overall
well-being. It sirengthens our
muscles, improves
cardiovascular health, helps to maintain a
healthy body weight, and can be
considered an effective stress buster.

But what if there is more? What if the
benefits of exercise go beyond general
health?

A recenit study by engineers at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tl:tl‘rn:ﬂ(lgy
(MIT), published in Adh "
|l'm'rnalﬁ has revealed that exercise may
also stimulate the growth of neurons
throagh its physical and biochemical
effects.

This finding can pave new pathways for
reparative therapies and perhaps even
cures for neurodegenerative disorders.

Nerve-muscle crosstalk

While the effects of exercise on our
physical health, like strengthening
musches and supporting the immune
system, are widely recognised,
researchers haven't explored the specific
impact of exercise on neurons (nerve
cells).

Given the nerves control the
movemnents of musches and carry vital
information all over the body,
uniderstanding the effects of neurons can
lead 1o the development of plausible
therapies for nerve injuries.

In a November 2023 paper in the
Journal Biomaterials, rescarchers
established a hint of a biochemical
connection between muscle activity and
nerve health. Ritu Raman, the Eugene
Bell Career Development assistant
professor of mechanical engineering at
MIT, and her colleagues discovered that
they eould restore the mobility of mice by
implanting muscle tissue at the site of a
severe musche injury and stimulating the
new tissue using light.

While examining the graft, the
researchers found the grafied muscle had
prodisced certain biochemical signals that
induced the growth and development of
nerves and blood vessels.

The conventional concept of
nerve-muscle interaction emphasises the
nerve’s control over the muscles.
However, Raman and her colleagues
started to \mmkr if the reciprocal could
be true if stimuilating muscles could
encourage the formation of nerves.

This hypothesis was initially met with
skepticism from the scientific community.
Critics argued that the biological
emvironment was complex and that it
would be hard to antribute nerve growth
to stimulation by muscles because of the
variety of other cell types and
contributing factors within the organism,
including the immune system.

Blochemical benefits of exercise

The new study by Raman & co.
concentrated sobely on muscle and nerve
tissue and aimed to find whether training
muscles directly could influence the way
NErves grew.

The researchers grew mouse muscle
cells into long fibers, which they weaved
together to create a small sheet of mature
muscular tissue slightly larger than a
one-rupes coin,

Using well-known genetic modification
techniques, the team was able to use a

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The maovernent of muscles was found to exert mechanical forces on neurons” structure because of the physical contact between neurons and muscles. JuUEy

TROMELIRUNSPLASH

flashing light to cause the muscles to
oontract.

In the past, Raman had come up with a
brand-new gel mat for building and
exercising the muscle. While the
researchers stimulated the muscle to
exercise, they allowed the muscle tissue
o0 hold its shape and structure instead of
peeling off.

The scientists then collected samples of
the fluids surrounding the muscle,
believing it should contain myokines like
growth factors, RNA, and other proteins,
Myokines, Raman said, are a biochemical
soup of proteins secreted by muiscles,
some of which may be useful to newrons,

“Myokines are secreted by muscles
nearly all the time, but they produce
more when you exercise them,” she
added.

The researchers transferred the
myokine solution to a separate dish
containing motor neurons — nerves found
in the spinal cord that control muscles
involved in voluntary movement. They
grew the neurons from stem cells derived
from mice, As with the muscle tissue, the
NELrons were grown on a similar gel mat.

After the neurons were exposed to the
myokine mixture, the team observed that
they began to grow quickly: about
four-times faster than neurons that didn’t
receive the biochemical solution.

The research group also performed a
genetic analysis wo find out more about
the neuronal changes mediated by
exercise,

Initially, they isolated RNA from a small
cluster of neurons, Cells transcribe
instructions on how to make a protein
from a gene to RNA first. By measuring
the level of gene transcription, they were
able 1o estimate the extent of genetic
action in the formudation of those
instructions. This enabled them to figure
out whether myokines exercised any
influence over the activity of certain

neuronal genes.

They found many of the more actively
expressed genes were involved in some
fundamental processes of neural growth,
maturation, newronal connectivity
(including the ones with muscle cells),
and axon growth.

The result suggested exercise didn't
omly stimiilate peuronal growth: it also
enhanced the maturity of neurons and
their functional abilities.

The team, therefore, wanted to
investigate whether the physiological
response o exercise could also augur well
for neuronal function.

Effect of physical stress on nerves
Because of the physical contact between
neurons and muscles, the movement of
muscles exerts mechanical forces on the
neurons” structure.

Tocheck whether these forces could
also affect the growth of neurons, the
researchers set up mechanical stimulation
experiments that tracked neurons'
growth in the absence of myokines.

This time, the team cultured another
set of motor newrons on a gel matrix
containing small magnetic particles.
When an external magnetic field was
applied, the particles® movement
mechanically stretched the neurons,
reproducing the conditions in which they
might experience mechanical forces
during a workout.

They performed this test for 30
minutes every day.

The results were quite surprising. The
researchers found that this mechanical
stimulation greatly enhanced neuronal
growth: the growth level of the
mechanically exercised neurons was, on
average, equivalent to those exposed to
myokine stimulation.

Baoth groups of exercised neurons also
grew significantly more than a set of
control neurons that experienced no

The researchers found that
mechanical stimulation greatly
enhanced neuronal growth: the
growth level of the mechanically
exercised neurons was, on
average, equivalent to those
exposed to myokine stimulation

exercise at all.

Exercise as medicine

The findings have tremendous
implications for developi

exercise-based theraphes to repalr nerves,
especially as they relate to nerve injuries
and neurodegenerative diseases such as
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). By
exploiting the crosstalk between muscles
and neurons, researchers could develop
innovative treatment strategies to
promote the recovery of nerve cells and
promote thelr healing by activating the
muscles surrounding them.

The investigators stated in their paper
thal in their understanding of the
ional signalling between muscles
and nerves, their finding has practical
implications in developing novel
approaches for treating nerve injuries in
which the nerve and muscle tissue are no
longer communicating properly.

The team plans 1o explore the
possibility of using targeted muscle
stimulation to regenerate and ¢
neurons in a clinical setting, which could
help redefine the role of exercise in
mndlcinu and general health promotion
rapeutic intervention for

pair. Acco o Raman, this is
their first step towards understanding and
controlling exercise as medicine.

(Sayan Tribedi has an MSc in
Bisinformatics from Pondicherry
University, sayantribedi@fiagmail.com)p
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The twisted possibilities surrounding time travel

Vasudevan Mukunth doing the latter?

n

QUESTION 3
[ Name the physicist who shared the
QUESTION 1 physics Nobel Prize in 2022 for an

The path an object traces as it
maves thiough the four dimensions.
of spacetime is called its X When X
forms a closed loop in spacetime,
the object can be said to be able to

return ko its past, Le., time- travel distance

Hasme X A

Y QUESTION 4

QUESTION 2 The grandfather paradox of time travel

As long a3 3 comenunication signal
travels at or under the speed of
light, the receiver will receive it
after the transmitter has sent it
But if the signal exceeds the speed
of light, the receiver can receive it
before it has been transmitted 1%
What is the name for the
hypathetical device capable of

CM

K

experiment he conducted in 1958, The
experiment helped prove that if
quantum physics is complete and
non-determindstic, reality is also
nonlocal, Le., admitting action at a

Iokds. that if you travel to the past and
kil your grandtather, your own
existence shouldn't have been possible.
Mamé the paradax that uses this
argument to ask whether free will could
b real in a world with time travel

QUESTION §

Mame the interpretation of quantum

Cosmic horizon

lherizon

Twilight

Pharswan

2. Region cutside the event horizon of a
spinning black hole - Ans: Ergosphare
3, Name of surface limiting free travel of
light - Ans: Surface of last seatbering
4, Herizon relating spacetime’s strecture
o black hobe physics - Ans: Killing

5. Tienes of day when sunlight is visible
Ibefore/after the sun has risen/set - Ans:

mechanics advanced by Hugh Everett
that resolves the grandfather paradox
by claiming that once you've killed your
grandiather, you move into a new future
different frem the one belore.
Answers to January 16 quiz

1. Surface of the most destant point
from which light can reach us - Ans:

Visual: Jacobus Kapteyn Y
First contact: Siddhartha Viswanathan |
Dularchandra Kushwaha | Dalbeer

BrEA LY

Wisual:Name this sports car first manufactured in 1981, 1t became famous when the
Back to the Future filmes (1985-1990) used it as a time machine, CREGIT: KEVIM ABATO (€€
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Water is dropped on the Palisades Fire in
Manideville Caryon on January 11 in Los Angeles.

Satellite projects
aim to head off
future wildfires

Agence France Presse

As Los Angeles firefighters hattle the
remaining hotspots more than a week
into deadly blazes, scientists and
engineers hope the growing availability of
satellite data will help in the future.
sed groups are lanching

new orbiters as space Launches get
cheaper, while machine learning
techniques will sift the torrent of
Information, fitting it into a wider picture
of fire risk in a changing environment.

Sanellites “can detect from space areas
that are dry and prone to wildfire
outhreaks, ... actively flaming and
smouldering fires, as well as burnt areas
and smoke and trace gas emissions,” said
Clement Albergel, head of actionable
climate information at the European

Agency.

Different satellites have different roles
depending on their orbit and sensor
payload.

Low-earth orbit is generally less than
1,000 km above the surface. Satellites
here offer high-resolution ground images,
but see any given point only briefly as
they sweep around the planet.

Geostationary satellites orbit at around
36,000 kam, remaining over the same area
on the earth’s surface, allowing for
continuous observation but usually at
much lower resolution.

As climate change brings more
wildfires encroaching on
humian-inhabited areas, the resolution
can be crucial.

Based on satellite observations of Los
Angeles, “it's very hard to determine” ifa
particular howse ks on fire, WKID
Solutions' Natasha Stavros, a wildfire
u:pm who has also worked at NASA,
said.

Brian Collins, director of
Colorado-based nonprofit Earth Fire
Alliance, plans a new low-orbit satellite
“constellation™ to complement existing

Geostationary satellites orbit at
around 36,000 km, remaining
over the same arca on the carth's
surface, allowing for continuous
observation but usually at much
lower resolution

TESCUITCES,

It will sport a sensor with a resolution
of 5 m, much finer than ESA’s current
Sentinel-2 sstellives that can see objects
only 100 m wide.

This means “we're going to learm very
quickly that there is more fire on the
earth than we know about today, we're
going to find very small fires.” Collins
prodicted.

EFA aims to launch four satellites by
the end of 2026 at a total cost of $53
million.

It would take the whole planned
swarm of 55, costing a total $400 million,
o reach Collins's aim of imaging every
point on the earth at least once every 20
minutes,

Dozens of satellites in orbit could “both
detect and track fires ... at a cadence that
allows decisions to be made on the
ground,” Collins said,

Less grandiose efforts include
Germany-based CroraTech, which on
January 14 Lanched the first of at least 4
FOREST:3 nanosatellites.

The system will “deliver ultra-fast
wildfire alerts and high-quality thermal
data,” chiel executive Martin Langer said
i a statement.

Additional data from all these new
satellites would be “fantastic”, ESA's
Albergel said, but the large voliime of
information could prove problematic.

ESA's Sentinel-2 alone sends down one
terabyte of data - the storage capacity of a

high-end laptop - every day.

Collins said finding fire signs In such
reams of data "is an excellent machine
learning™ problem. The data could
ultimately help bath predict new fire
outbreaks and their progression, he
ackded.
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Engaging with
President Trump

India-US ties may be immune to a change of
guard in Washington, but New Delhi should be
prepared to respond to the challenges ahead

5 Donald Trump begins his second term as the

president of the United States (US), there is little

tosuggest a shift away from the fundamentals

t have driven strategic alignment between

the USand India over the past two decades, especially
in key areas such as security and defence, strategic
concems such as the challenge posed by China and
recent initiatives o jointy develop and set standards for
eritical technologies. For much of this period, bipartisan
consensus in the US an the importance of the
partnershipwith India has deepened. benefiting New
Delhi in numerous domains. This is reflected in the
outgoing Joe Biden administration’s decision toend
restrictions on key Indian nuclear entities and the
Trump transition team's move to setupa meeting of
the Quad foreign ministers to coincide with the
inauguration, In a sense, therefore, work on crucial
pillars of the India-US relationship is expected to
continue uninterrupted and this issomething that
Indian leaders such as external affairs minister §
Jaishankar have been quick to point out in recent
weeks, ahead of Trump's inauguration.

‘The tricky part is the chaos, uncertainty and
whimsical decision-making that accompanies a Trump
presidency, especially in foreign policy. The world,
inchuding the closest allies of the US, is tense not
knowing what the new president is going to unkeash.
The MAGA agenda of Trump's core support base, trade
and investment, and policies on immigration are just
three areas where the path chosen by Trump can have a
major impact on the contours of global relations. Given
the numerous pledges and threats he has held out over
the past year, the question is if Trump will walk the talk.
For example, will he go ahead with retaliatory tariffs on
India, and will he be willing to go along with the
imperatives of Make in India, when his stated goal is
bringing manufacturing back to the US? Evena step
back from the Biden administration’s strong posture on
China could have ramifications for India, while a move
toshrink the US's roleon the global stage could impact
the rules-based order.

‘The India-US relationship has grown to suchan
extent that it isunlikely o be affected by a change in the
White House, Trump is perceived asa friend of Tndia,
and more significantly, as a personal friend of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. These should not be reasons
for complacency and New Delhi should be prepared for

Truce to peace, the
challenge in Gaza

Sustained international
engagement and
goodwill from all parties
will be essential to build
on the Hamas-Isracl
ceasefire deal

fier 15 months of devas-

ilitate the relcase of

hostagpes. The agreement, brakered by
Qatar, Egype, and the United States
(US). marks a significant turning point
i the long-sanding lsmcii-Palestinian
conflict and rises hopes for sting
peace in Wess Asia, The lsraeli cabiinet
approved the deal on Janwary 18, with
24 outof 33 ministers voting in fvour,
The imiplementation al the-
started on Sunday, January 19, a duy
ahend of Donald Tramg's:
s the 47th US President.

deal is structured in H\rw]im-
ses, each lasting

!dumn‘ruuahl bcaafs.
wllh:l.r‘;m-als o

arui 1]1.e Initiation of reconstruction
efforts in Gaza.

The ceasefire aims o halt the ongo-
imgviolence that has resulted in nearty
47,000 Palestinian o suaities and near-
total destruction of Gaza. The truce
with Hamas is expected 1o extend
Israels pisting cemsefire with Hezhol-
lah in Lebanon, therehy reducing
immediate tensions in its neighbour-
Tood and avoiding the risk of a
broader regonal Thisde-eaca-
lation could create a mose
stableervironment for diplo-
miatic initiativesand regional

Tramp described the deal
5 an “cpic ceasefire agrec-
ment” and vowed to continee
working closely with Israel
and other allies o cnsure
Gamn does not becomie “a ter-
rorist safe haven™, He =
pedged to promote “Peaoe
Thmugh Strength™ throughout the
!vpr.m invakinga fumsn Jnlicy clog-

Ausaf
Sayeed

ure has also been enhanced following
Its swoce ssfll lnvalvement in broker-
ing the deal. reinforcing its historic
roleas a key mediator between larael
and Pale stindan lactions.

“The ceasefine may ner revive dis-
cussions to cxpand the Abraham
Accords further by pursuing a poten-
tlal Saudt’hraell mwrochemem

d interestin

™
47,000 Palestini d near

Syria. and Gaza have lefl it solated
wllh diminished regional influence.
ahoutits

forging diplomatic relations with

inslsts om a cear ruedmn forestah-
lishing a Palestinian State
before entering into talks 1o
normalise ties with lsrael.
For Israel. the ceasefire
offers a respite from intorna-
tiors| criticism and an oppor-
tunity to address domestic
concerns, particularky the
return of hostages. Prime
Mimister (P} Netamyahu's
p:liunl survival isat stk i

s stk
ﬁ!lrl‘ n:hhnns with the US under the
Trump al

While th-e umed ceazsefire deal
represents a sigmificant milestone in
West Asia’s tumultuous history, its
implementation remains challenging.
particularly in its later phases, which
make it vulnerable to collapse,

For example. it does not tddrus
the future governance of Gaza, Will
Hamas be allowed 1o assume a politi-
cal role again? During last week's
muaeting of the Global Alliance for the
Implementation af the Two-State
Solumlnld i Osbo, Palestine's FM

hallen-

ges, as far- R.Islll coalition mrmbcn

Fa rejected a pro-
posu] discussed by the US, the United

destroyed. including over 245000
hames. which has mransformed the
area inio awasteland. Restoring health
care facilitics in Gaza and providing
nutritious food t more than L8 mil-
lion Palestlnisns lacllu “extremely
critical” lewels of hunger is. atop prie-
ity. Rebuilding Gaza will requine sub-
stantial funding, estimated at 100 bil-
lian. and several years of dedicated
effort, lsrael should be discouraged
from pursuing its threat to ban the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Pabestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA ), as thiswould sig-
nificantly impede the distribution of
nid to the Palestinians at this critical
Jumcture.

To tramslate the temporary truce
offered by the ceasefire deal into lost-

oppose the deal. Thc

wecks, The firsi phase involves lhc
release of 33 Ismt'li hostages by
Hanms, including women, c]ill-dtw.
and the elderly. in exchange forabo

1650 Palestinian prisoners. Isruﬂ[w
ces will withdraw from populated
munﬁanpﬂlmmkq‘:wmw

strong military presence can prevent
coniflicts from escalating, The ceasefire
prwlﬂn oppartunity for the US o

eassert ils diplomatic role in the
n:glm however, achl this

cations for lsrac!' ;mmeﬂh
erucal in shaping its political land-
scape and regional standing.

For Hamis, the ccasefire provides a
breather, alk

requires a careful balance between
supporting ksl and addressing the

open days

first phase, allowing for a significant
increase in humand tarkan akd, with up
o 600 rucks entering daily. Subse-
quent phases aim to address the

thi Palestini-
ans.

Theagreement highlights the evolv-
ing dymamics among key regional
Mayers. Qatar's role & a primary
medistor has ‘s dipio-
matic standing. Egvpt’s regional stat-

regroup and comsolidate [ts support
amneng the Pakstinizans and even daim
asymbolic victory as it was able tosur-
wive lsrael's onslanght and secure the
releaseof Palestinian prisoners.
Iran. a major supporter of Hamas,
has pomraved the ceasefire as a “vie-
tory” for the Palestinian resistance.
Tehran's recent setbacks in Lebanon,

ArabEmirates, aninter-
national

i.w,.: ty in the region,

post-war i

Gz, bed by a senior UN official. He
emphasised that the Palestinlanm
Authority (PA) must be the sole gov-
craing body in Gaza following the
ceasefire. Ironbea ly, Netanyahu has
o the PA's return
to Gaza since the 2007 conflicy
between Hamas and Fatah, which
effectively removed the PA from the
Gaza Strip.

The reconsaraction of Gada will be a
monumental task. According w UN
data, 70% of concrete structures in
Gaza have been severely damaged or

and goodwill from all parties, espe
clally the USand other guarantors, will
be essential, The fundamental bsue at
the heart of the conflict — the estab-
lishment of an independent state of
Palestine coedsting with lsrael — must
be adelressed with sincerity and prag-
LETE

Aussaf Sapeed is former secrabary o ihe
Gowermment of India, mimisry of external
enf former ambassador of ndia i
Sarai Arabia, Yerner and Sepheiles.
The views expressid ane personal

Donald Trump 2.0 and the
limits of CEO as president

onakd J Trump has officially become

the 47th President of the United

States (US), An imeresting keature of

the Tramp team is that many of his
appoimtess are wealthy elites, bllionaires,
and multimillionaires from the business and
financial world — all bound, among other
things, to win Trumg'strade wor with tarill
revisions. Given his successful experience on
The Apprentice tekevision show, Trump
believes that governing o country is like run-
ning i corporation.

Should a President govern o country like a
CEQ running a big corporation? Paul Krug-
man, a winner of the Economics Nobel,
argued in a Horvard Business Review article
E]SSB] that a country is nota cumpan}'.md

nimble responses and deft footwork to respond to the
challenges that lie ahead.

The bovine beliefs
of aman of science

hinathan Kamakoti loves cows. More so if
\ | theyare indigenous breeds. He also believes
that cow urine has medicinal value. Asa
private individual, he has every right to stick to his
beliefs, which are derived from faith-based claims
than evidence provided by modern science.
The trouble is Kamakoti, who has a doctorate in
computer science, and has taught the subject to
many batches of undergraduate science students, is
now the director of IIT-Madras, a reputed institute
setup to teach and train young minds in science and
technology. Kamakoti was invited to share his
wisdom on cow urine by Go Samrakshana Sala
because he heads IIT-Madras; endorsement from an
IIT scientist-professor would be seen as the perfect
validation of a claim that has now assumed the
contours of a faith-centric political project. Simply
put, regardless of his qualifications, Kamalkoti has
exposed himself as lacking in scientific temper,
which is founded on evidence that can be
independently verified, and he is guilty of promoting
faith-based pseudo-science, A science teacher and
the head of an institution with global standing
should have been more careful with his words.
What is disturbing is that Kamakori is not alone,
There is no shortage of people willing to tailor their
views to suit those of the State. Some years ago, the
government invited research proposals on the
uniqueness of indigenous cows and the curative
properties of cow urine, dung, and milk, including
tial cancer treatments. Using public policy and
public funds vo make science subservient o faith, or
politics is a fraught project with consequences for
public health. Kamakoti should tend his thoughts in
the bucolic pastures of faith but without the badge of
ascientist and the brand of IIT.

cders need o the dif-
FENI\M M\éﬂ\ cconamie policy on lI)O
national and international scale and
ness strategles on the organisa-
tiomal scale. Though related, soo-
nomics and business are distinet
disciplines requiring different mind
sets, styles, and thinking skills. An
executive thoroughly comloriable

fiea’s rade deficit and can even be counter-

productive.
This keads us to the broader question: Is
experience in running knge tions a

reliable qualification for manning a country
and its economy?

During the high stagflation of the 19708
and early 19808 in the US, Arthur Okun, the
late professor ot Yale University and chair-
man of President Lyndon Johnson’s Council
of Economic Advisors, developed the Index
ol Discomifort designed 1o measure the mate-
rial well-being of the people living In the
wountry, The index is simply the sum of infla-
tion and unemployment rates. When the
index is higher — high inflation and more
unemployment — people feel kess well of LIt
wis [ntended as an int uitive measure of eoo-
i conditions that everyday life.In
the 1980 campaign against the Incumbent

Jimmy Carter presidency, Ronald
Reagan popularised the index and
renamed it the Misery Index.

We analysed the change in the
‘Odan Misery Index over the period
[rorm 1948 o the présen L, spanni

with wrruom:; I\r:aq;ues does m:. Kiertisak 4 mslgem&e:. l{om I'Illa:nﬂlsh‘l.‘r\l
necessarily know how 1o rea man 1 Joe Biden (up nest
national income accounts, under- Toh available data) Fm:u{dw{l!l presi-
stand a country'stradebalance and ——  dents wene businessmen — lour suc-
its bakance of payments, or mone- s cessfuland one failed businessman
tary MI.EI:?[ policy. and how they Hmdﬂm'r nalgs:nﬂﬂ({_.enm
Aare re; L and Iramp

The cconomy., in contrast o a werestcoessiul businessmen before
corparation. is the ultimate giant they became presidents, George W
conglomerate, with hundreds of Bush and Trump can even boast of
thousands of Enes and ser- having formal vy League MBA
wices united only by the fact of ::;i;l:ﬁ training in their resumes, at Har-

beitrg within the country’s borders,
This complexity means that a
national economy must be run
based on general principles and theory. Best

i Jenost slways con-

sists of creating a market-friendly environ-
ment based on a sound analytical frame-
waork. The iden rarcly sits well with business-
people, especially with  know-it-all
billionaires.

Maost corporathons are bullt around a cone
competence, for instance, a particular tech-
nology or an approach 1o a specific type of
markel Corporate CEOs sucoced not by gen-
eral concepis or theory, but by lnding spe-
cific product strategies or organisational
Innovations that work for thelr businesses.
Suceessful busines leaders have trouble
accepting the comparatively hands-off role
ol a wise economic policymaker.

In his analysls, mlﬂmnalwpmnmom
another difference. Economists view the
national economy as a dosed system with
strong feedback implications and much
uncertainty. In the basiness world, business-
people are accustomed to thinking of an
open system. and feedback tends to be mone
certain and positive. This is particularly rele
want when it comes to Trump's tariff policy
toaddress America’s made deficit. The trade
imbalance, to economists, is 8 macTocco-
nomic condition determined by the differ-
mb«w fvestment !thmmnd
Foreign) and savi ic or

vard and the University of

TEDROS ADHANOM GHEBREYESUS

task, given the scale of destructi
tional complexity and

sinvolved

The lingering pain of the
Kashmiri Pandit exodus

L has been more than three decades now
sinee thisunforiunate exodus of the Kash-
miri Pandits began in January 1990 The

's [auk was that it did not iden-

tify itself with the azod i movernent led by the
masses in the Valkey, who were challenging
1 has been a sad story as

bers of the community. The State apparains
also l:l.iled o mmml rnl'lblm;v and pmwie

and approximatcly 100,000 w 140,000 of the
total Fandit population lefi the Valley for
Jammi, the rational capital reghon (NCR) and
wother parts of the country. After sll these:

the question of the Kashmiri Pandits” forood
migration is very mniusch alive in the

Pennsy]-
vanla, respectively. Yet, both ended
up beaving a “more miserable” kg
acy thanwhen they assumed the presidency,
On the other hand, Reagan and Biden — the
formier an actor-wrned-politician and o state
governor and the other a carcer politiclan
who s former senator and vice president —
secm todefy the myth of prior business suc-
wess and wealth nspu'unqtusllrsiu @ sue-
wess ful presidency. Both had inherited high
misery from their predecessors and ma
o turn itaround. Reagan leftoffice with the
largest wrnaround in misery (15 points).
Biden turned around the economic misery
fromm the Covid-19 pandemis he inherited and
changed i1 for the better by more than six
polnts.

The Okun Misery Index, of course, has its
Nirraitagions. It is mot ingended o be predicive
a5 some political pundits have implied;
rather, it is a lagging indicator measuring a
president’s aggregate performance over a
period of time:

In most socleties, business success is
mespected and valued for and
measons. Political leaders will rightly and
imevitably ek sdvice from business leaders,

divides society into Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Valshyas and Shdras wes infleenced by Bud-
diism in the thind cenury, That was te tdme
when most of the non-Brahmin Hindus
embraced Buddhism

being a casteliss refigion i
restol Indiawas being plundered wme‘nms
and Arabs, Kashmir was not imvaded. During
this perid. a native tradition of Shaivism
becarne popular and e in Kashrmir,
Thlswsdwlmmem 1he Utpaka and the
ties, il the arrival of 1skam in the
]ﬂu:wntylfumgh the Sufism of Bulbul Shah
that led 1o Sultans coming in and Shah Mir
Ibecame the first Muslim ruler: This dynasty
ruled Kaghmir for the nex five ceniuries.
These were diﬁultmncs for the Pandits,
inm
their three sub-castes: gurus (priesis),

the history of the Val- Jvotish (astrologers) and kerkuns
Iey. The numiber of Kashmiri Pandits (employees of the rlers). Mos: kark-
living in the Valloy at present is not wns chose professions like medicine,
mware than 4,000 to 5000 Most Pan- law, teaching, and engineering, and
dlits have sald their properties and thesse who could not enter these pre-
lamd. and have no roots left there, A Upendra fiessions opted to becom:e cherks and
lnrnwrbwdﬂmhmwﬂldin Kaul accourntants This was the time when
different parts. of the counery. How- aul sy ol therms started seeleirgs jobe in
wver, the people who had migrated = odher parts of India because of their
from the llages are sl Langulshing educational background, The
in n ...- them by theawhorities  Dogrn rube, which fnlh\md the Sikh rule in
ity They keepon  Kashmir, was e Puml.ha:

I.nmmu:gabquﬂtpm_ they warea b i [t

e aticrrpts by g the period [846-1547.

wmupwmmnmu«m for them Hewever, after 1950, with the Independence
and has  of India and d Shekh Mobamemed Abdu-

been dismal, especially with the sporsdse Jill-
Ings of Pandits in Jamemn and Kashmir (J&K).
Thedr return wJ&K isa tall onder, Unforiu-
nately, this small community, with an esti-
mested iotal popalation of ancund eight lakh
seattered all over ulcmm doesnt have the
numibers o ensure representation in
elehver the J&K leghslame assembly o Partia-
ment. m;::lmnmnly only lm hollow

1ah's regimeof thie Nathnal Conference, around

the palicy e-tifler resulted in finan-
ctal bosses b them Owver a period of Hme, their
popubation share steadily declined, from 67%
dIJrh'@lBﬁB -1941 to around 5% in FE50-1960,
Haviever, the harmany benweein the twa mkjor
communities, Muslims and Pandis, mrnmmi
d not

PrOMmises wihile paoliti-
cal parties mmlrﬁon their plight 1o seek

eode ther eartier cultumal traditions. Thes: e
s i Panc 3

Do Trumpand his team have the wisd
ko the difference between a country and a
large corporation and a proper senseof what
business success does or does nol leach
about econamic policy? Time will tell

government’s budgﬂ =urp'|||s ordeficit). As
an accounting truism. the deficit unurplus
st be ma by corresponding capital

(financial) inflows or outflows. Trump's
approach from an open system (a zero-smm
perspective) is unlikely 1o rebalance Amer-

Mertisk Toh i fortaer serior folew ot
Dk Center for leternational Devclspmmer,
Dukx University Nersh Caroling, USAJ

anuf Prafoled Kastrd. is omerits professor of
exonowsics ar Radford University.

The views expreased are pessosal

Kashmir Parnhs are the remainder af the

wasan importnt cenare of Hinduism in d-elh
‘mlien nium. However, over the years, s the rest
of Indin camie under the influence of Buddhism
1:Pdcr|h’s M?:s lel the K‘lbd?m‘??d-

of their unfortunate exodus in 1990, Panditsare
knorwn for their rlsihcrl:cd-qnesll the strug-

fior this
smll bust gt and huhb- eddiscated comm-
mity, wiich hes: seen such difficult periods for mo
fank ofitsowm.

duism i Kashmir till Isbm took over,
A i ol &
e Tindus are

L Ty that

preident ofthe Canfiviegieal Socirmy:
oyl i gmacd SAARE Carion: Secivgy.
Thae viewa expressed e perional

RN.L B2 50311957  Poatal Reg. Ne. DL

Parron & Pusenesn oY nssssan Kapoam 1 and on bt of HT Media L 160, Kartursa G

L

ik
Bamen: (1 156174 @ Enmoesa || 656330 B

Jumpan I m- 12T s 18 o Pt tu?og

fuiad- R S Ameitbad Bungaore Comtior Chumras, och, Gaa, Hyttzatu, i 3jszho, WA abal, waecimer, Yssh o oy mada dnd by b Rl fod - 10

[ ——— mmw -
10 EsE

far ander PAP Act. i | rigists seterved. Reproducion bnwhale ar in parl withost witbm parmissan of Pubiisher i prohibtnd




Capex quandary

Private investiments remain tentative
amid growth concerns

ince the COVID-9 pandemic, the Centre
s lhas been using public capital expenditure

on infrastructure o pump prime the eco-
nomic recovery. The mantra has been that infiras-
tructure bullding will stoke demand for products
such as cement and steel, generate jobs in con-
struc 1 vogether trigger a st
effect on the economy, eventually ml!lng con
ducive conditions for private investors to plan
greenfield and brownfield projects. In Budget
2024-25, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
sabd the government will endeavour to maintain
strong fiscal support for infrastructure over the
next five years, in conjunction with imperathves
of other priorities and fiscal consolidation. She
announoed 21111 Llakh crore of capex spends this
year, amoundting to 34% of GDP, That goal ks un-
likely to be attained partly due to spending curbs
in the poll-affected first quarter. While industry
has wrged the Centre to continue the capex push
i 202526 as well, it has failed to respond to the
government's constant nudges and persuasions
o ramp up their own operations.

Data show that two of this year's first three
quarters have recorded a notable sequential de-
cline in private investment plans, particularky by
domestic industry. In QI, private capex plans
dropped to multiyear bows, and though the July-
September quarter recorded a recovery in invest-
ment | bons, that uptick has d 1in Q3.

s Today data suggest domestic invest-
ments’ value dropped 14% from Q2, while new
projects’ value dropped over 22% from a year ago
as per the Centre for Monbtoring Indian Econo-
my. There are many factors playing on corporate
risk-taking capacity - weak (2 results, global un-
certainties, spiking costs and waning demand in
more lucrative urban markets, Golng by current
indications, including the early bird Q3 results,
demand has not really im , nor is there os-
tensible pressure on hclnr} c:pacllk'sw warrant

For a from this
showdown, private capital should take the driving
seat because there are limits to enhancing public
capex while maintaining fiscal rectitude and pro-
viding for myriad welfare schemes. The govern-
ment must accept that exhortations to industry
are unlikely to spur fresh outlays, and hm‘nlm
focused on themes such as import
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UGC's draft regulation has serious constitutional issues

sehection and appolntment of vice

chancellors of universities has evoled
protests by non-Bharatiya Janata Party-headed
State governments. Their main objection against
this regulation ks that it constitutes a violation of
the federal principles enshrined in the
Constitution of India. The State governments
concerned have demanded its withdrawal.

The UGE has sought to amend Regulation 2010
that relates to the selection and appointment of
vice chancellors by widening the area of
selectbon. Under the existing regulations, a vice
chancellor can be selected only from among
academicians who have a minimum experience
of 10 years as professor. Through this
amendment, the UGC declares that professionals
with 10+plus years of experbence in industry,
public administration or public policy, shall also
e considered.

The draft regulation raises serious
constitutbonal issues which need to be examined
by separating the political context of protest and
a possible political reaction from the UGE or the
party in power,

The objective of the UGC Act
The University Grants Commisshon Act, 1956 was
emmdhy Parliament o make pmumun lur"lll!

e drafli regulation by the University
T Grants Commission (UGC) on the

Universithes and Bor that purpose, o establish lhc
University Grants Commission”, The Act,
therefore, m:uklaiu the UGC to take all steps as it

thinks fit for the | and the jon
dunrwr:ilycdwathn allcllnllhe
fomn and mal of dards of

teaching, examination and research in
universities. For performing these functions the
UGC can allocate funds to the universities
essentially for the maintenance and development
of the universities, recommend measures
necessary for the improvement of university
education, advise the Union or State governments.
on the allocatbon of grants to universities for any
general or specific purpose, collect information
on all matters relating o university education in
India and other countries and make them
available to any university, regulation of fees.....

Section 26 of the UGC Act empowers the UGC
1o make regulations for implementing the
mandate of the Act. But it is made clear in this
section that these regulations need 1o be
consistent with the Act and the rules made there
under. The most important among these

are insufficlent. Not one new rupee will be de
phoyed if a project is wviable and demand flaky,
Policy focus should remain firmly on ensuring
the ground is ripe to instigate investments and
easing the realisation of such plans into billowing
chimneys and new jobs. For that, boosting in-
comes and consumption is critical as is expedit-
iz macro- and micro-devel reforms. That an eco-
nomic  policy framework outlining  next
generation reforms, promised in the Budget, has
not been heard of since then, is not very
comforting.

Go, kho kho, go

Indlia needs to pump in more time and
resources into rural sports

I‘hokhu s not, by any stretch of imagina

tion, among the world's most popular
sports. Even in India, where the game is
sald to have originated several centurles ago, it
has not yet caught the imagination. Not many
would have noticed India winning the men's and
women's tithes at the inaugural Kho Kho Workd
Cuip in New Delhi on Sunday. Pratik Walkar's men
and Priyanka Ingle’s women flourished but their
collective achievements should not be cause to
gloss over the fact that kho kho is not a global
sport yet. Indeed, the conduct of the Workd Cup
and India winning both the titles could offer a
boost to this particular game with a rural heart,
Since Inclia ks not really a major power in interna-
tional sport at large, any world tithe ks a welcome
addition to the notso-overflowing cupboard,
There are, of course, a few sports in which India
is.a superpower, such as cricket and chess, Indian
ericket may be golng through lis lowest phase in
recent times - notwithstanding the triumph in
the T20 World Cup last year = but in the mind
game on 64 squares, India's Grandmasters have
been authoring one success story after another,
the latest being D. Gukesh winning the Workd
chess championship and Koneru Humpy regain-
g the women's World rapid champlonship.
India’s brilliant minds, however, have not re-
ceived the acclaim or support they deserve, espe-
clally after their historic double gold at the Chess
Olympiad back in September, from the govern-
ment or corporate houses. The government
could do a lot to rakse the profile of games such as
kho kho, chess and Olympic disciplines, The dis-
appointment at the Paris Olymplcs last year,
where India failed to win even a single gold and
finished 71st, below Pakistan and Kyngyzstan, was
another stark reminder of the state of Indian
sport. India won six medals but its performance
wis below expectations. India’s various sports
federations need to review their own function-
ing. And they could, in fact, leam lessons from
how the Board of Control for Cricket in India, for
all the criticism directed against it, is running s
sport, improving infrastructure and sharing the
growth in revenue with players, India may largely
be a singhe-sport country, unlike the United States
or Australia, but a game such as kabaddi, with s
Pro Kabaddi League, has shown that there is
scope for Indian sport on television beyond crick-
et. The governments, at the Centre and the
States, could also do better by developing infras-
tructure and nurturing varied sport such as kho
kho. It is also time to find out if Khelo India is jus-
tifying the huge budgetary spend.

KO

relate to defining the qualifications
required of a person to be appointed to the
teaching stafl in a university, the minimum
standards of instructions for the grant of any

BT, Achary

s former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The problem
artses when the
UG begins 1o
regulate an
area which s
el part of
the parent Act
namely the
sebection and
the
appotitiment of
university vice
chancellors

degree by a mMnIl). :md ruula:hulhc

the

of work or lacililles in unbm:llles

It is mot the job of the UGC

The crucial podnt that needs to be considered

There is whether the regulation made by the UGC

in respect of the sdﬂ:llon qmllflcallon and
of vice ch i

with
the provisions of the UGC Act. As a matter of fact,
ithe Act does not contain any provisions relating
to the selection and the appointment of vice
chancellors. The fundamental objective of the Act
s to determine standards in nnm-mtlmaml the

and the ¢ ! of

To lay down the of teaching
and to prescribe the qualifications of teaching
staff whose job is to give instructions, is the main
function of the UGC - which it does by making
periodic regulations, But the problem arises
whien this statutory body begins to regulate an
area \shlch isnota na:(ollhepamm Act. lluJﬂ
and are tech y called st
legislatbon. The subordinate kﬁslauon can be
imacle only in consonance with the provisions in
the Act, IF the regulation goes outside the scope of
ithe Act, it will be mlira vires the Act, and hence
linvalid.

A close reading of the Act would show that it
‘was not meant to prescribe the qualifications or
mode of selection of vice chancellors, All
universities, whether under the Union or the
States, are established under a statute made by
ithe respective legislature. Therefore, it is the
legislature which prescribes the qualifications,
maxde of selection, and conditions of service of
vice chancellors, it ks not the job of the UGC, The
selection and the appointment of vice chancellors
cannot be considered to be an exercise
wconnected with maineaining the standards of
education or promotion and coordination of
university education. The Bombay High Court in
Suresh Patilkhede vs The Charicell .

F

Maharashtra and Others (2011) corroborates this
wview in the following words “we are of the view
that qualifications and method of appointment of
Pro-Chancellor and Vice Chancellor of the
Unbversity cannot be treated as satisfying the
“direct impact” test [on the standards of
wducation]”. Therefore, it is safe to assume that
under Section 26 of the UGC Act, the UGC has no
mandate to make any regulation in respect of the
selection and the appointment of vice
chancellors.

An imteresting constitutional qwalkm whkh
arises in the context of the UG

of some vice chancellors in the past. The Bombay
High Court in the Suresh Patilkhede case (supra)
took the view that Ihr.wlllllon?!l)olu(.(.

Lations, 2000 being a subordinate | i
under an Act of Parliament cannot override
pknarry Imlr-l.ubon enacted by the State

» the Court of
Indla. i Kalyani Mathbvanan vs KV, jevaraj and
O (AIR 2015 SCIZTS para 220 overrubed it by
holding “we hold that the UG.C. Regulations
through a subordinate legiskation has binding
effect on the Universities to which it applies...”
“The reason ghven by the Court for reaching this
wconclusion is that =it is only when both the
Houses of the Parli al the 1!
the same can be given effect™

[Fm

- It may be clarified
here that Parliament does not formally approve
any rube or regulation lakd in the House. It can
only amend a rube which has already come into
effect before it is so laid; if Parliament amends the
rule, it will, thereaiter, be effective in the
amended form. With due respect to their
Itxdshlp!_ the observation of the Court llnvs ot

Iy reflect the
n.-hrhg to the Iaylnq down of mlcuml
regulations in the Houses of Parliament.

The question whether the UGC regulations
override a State Liw can be answered only in
terms of Article 254 of the Constitution which
deals with repugnancy. Under this Article, if a
State law is repugnant to the central law, the Stae
Law, to the extent of repugnancy, be vold, But s a
regulation made by the UGE, a central law within
the meaning of Artiche 2547 Clause (2) of this
Article says that if the law made by the legislature
of a state has been reserved for the consideration
of the President and has received his ascen, it
shall prevail in the State. In this clawse the word
“law” simply means the Bill passed by the
legislature and sent to the President. It does not
include the rules and regulations which are
framed only after ascent is received. So, what
aowerrides a State law is a Bill passed by both
Houses of Parliament and assented to by the
President, and certainly not the subordinate
legislation.

A key ruling

In any case, the Court made a significant ruling
on the question of mandatory application of
Regulation 7.3.0 of the UGC relating 1o the
selectbon and appolntment of vice chancellors in
the Kalyani Mathivanan case (supra) it says:
“Howewer, the finding of the Bombay High Court
that qumlmkm 7.3.0 has to be treated as

 In nature is upheld in so far as

‘whether a regulatbon can over- rl-l.le an Act pmd
Iy & State legislatire. This question came up in
the context of the termination of the appointment

It relates to Universities and Colleges under the

State Legislation.” This ruling may perhaps help
resolve the present controversy,

Prioritising IMEC is in America’s best interest

he United States: India relationship has

evolved into an increasingly vital strategic

partnership ever since the Clinton
administration Luid the foundation for a new
direction in the 19905, Today, broad bipartisan
consensus supports bullding upon these ties even
further, driven by converging interests in
economic growth, reglonal security, and
democratic values. As ghobal dynamics shift, the
importance of this relationship for the Trump
administration becomes even more pronounced.

The Inclia-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) agreement presents a
tremendaous opportunity for President Donald
Trump to solidify this multilateral partnership
while advancing both the strategic interests of the
U8, and India. By leading the effort o secure
ration among the participating nations, the

U5, can help create a robust economic corridor
tovensure free and open trade routes, with
enhanced energy security and technological
innovation, which, in turn, will also benefit
American companies,

More conceptual now
Announced in 2023, IMEC represents an
ambitious vision to forge an integrated network
spanning three vital regions through advanced
physical and digital infrastructure, The corridor
must develop effickent transportation routes,
Includiing ralbways, shipping nﬂuorks nr\d

imie connections, while als
cross-border electricity and hydrogen pi
and digital communicatbon cables, 11|e md mah
should be to enhance trade connectivity and
reduce transportation costs, while diversifylng
global supply chains and promoting deeper
economic integration among participating
countries (India, the US., the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Italy, France, Germany,
and the European Commission),

At the moment, it is reasonable to saggest that
IMEC s more conceptual than concrete, Meeting
Its bolfty goals requires extensive planning and
cooperation. The Trump administration’s
leadership on this matter could enhance his
legacy on the international stage, By supporting
IMEC, the LS. and India can establish a

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sanjeey Joshipura

s Executive Director
of Indiaspora

The US and
i muist
ensure the
completion of
this project,
which
TEPIesents a
fundamental
refmagining of
regional
economic
COH (!

wcompelling alternative to China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), creating a more balanced global
weconomibc architecture that aligns with western
democratic values and market principles.

IMEC was never destined to be a
stradghtforward endeavour. Each participating
nation faces a complex calculus of investment,
[IIHIk‘Il Mll.uxl mmn'lc strategy. The corridor

| investment. By positioning itsell as an ahernative

to the BRI, the corridor allows India to strengthen
diplomatic tes with West Aslan and European
countries.

Better for the environment
“There are implications to this deal that could
Impact the earth’s climate health. India has

that clm:ll)' compete with other national
priorithes. A . private sector

introduces another I.'lyl'l of complexity.
Corporate require chear [
returm on investment; and without active
engagement from the private sector, it is unlikely
that the project could sucoeed.

Several countries, such as Greece and ltaly,
have shown substantial initiative on IMEC. France
has distinguished isell by appointing a special
envoy in Gérard Mestrallet, who is not a
traditional diplomat, France's President
Emmanuel Macron has chosen a proven business
leacker from France to head this geopolitical and
economic initiative, as he recognises its economic
potential for France, The UAE and Saudi Arabia
appreciate the role IMEC can play in advancing
mhth:mhi;nwiththew:s: and have
speart forts for its imples fon.
Without regular, strategic engagement, there isa
significant risk of creating an uneven economic
lanck that could breed tension and political
friction amaong participating nations. The
corridor offers transformative economic
opportunities not just for coastal regions and
primary ports but also for inland areas that could
Ibecome cruclal nodes in his expansive trade
network, Even within the reggion, we have already
seen countries such as Iraq and Tiirkiye initate
trade agreements to com pliment IMEC.

As an alternative to China's BRI

IMEC promises substantial economic advantages
for India by dramatically reducing trade costs and
transforming maritime logisthes. This strategie
network reduces vulnerability to potential
disruptions such as those that might occur in the
Suez Canal, but also creates compelling

for increased foreign direct

ped as a significant player in green hydrogen
development, positioning itself as a potential
global leader in this emerging clean enengy
technology. The country has launched ambitious
hllhlh’cswdmlopmnhrd‘m asa
strategic and
decalhnrﬂﬂlhneﬂhm

India is collaborating with international
partners such as Germany and Japan, and
developing infrastructure for green hydrogen
production, storage, and transportation. This will
help reduce carbon emissions, decrease
dependence on fossil fuel imports and create new
Job opportunities in emernging green technology
sectors.

The Trump administration’s role in Bcilitating
the Abraham Accords proved instrumental in
creating the diplomatic conditions that made
IMEC possible. Former LS, President Joe Biden
has been a strong proponent of IMEC. Looking
ahead, questions remain about IMECS future
under potential new LLS. leadership. One
Intriguing factor ks Mr. Trump's warm personal
relationship with Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Mol This rapport could prove significant to
ongoing relations. Now that there is a peace
agreement between lsrael and Hamas, both
leaders could facilitate the much needed (and
required) meeting of IMEC participants to discuss
the next steps.

This endeavour transcends traditional
infrastructure development; it represents a
fundamental rdmaﬂnimn{mnl«mnmlc

jon that requires ung
of coordination among diverse naknhuldcrs. 11!.'
U8, anl Indha, as key architects of the corridor,
must wrl: rlwd)' to shepherd this project to

P

and [
all participating countries,

Poor demand i point. The sole way out is | 'Lt for Life of Hindutva (January 20). While the well-educated problems for the people.

The economist, John o increase capital Some experts seem to have | There are many who accept | young India leaves for other | Political parties should
Heynes, wrote that | expenditure by the Centre missed the fact that, the politics of Narendra continents, one also has the | focus on the young to

itis the increase in and State governments. notwithstanding the Modi. This is the beauty of less educated migrating in ensure that they senve India

consurmption and Keynes' work, The General accusation that the general  our vibrant democracy. search of a livelihood, But and not other nations.

investrent demand that Theory of Employment, election was not on a level 5. Seshadri, do the young really vote? Pavani,

enhances employment, Interest and Money, one playing field, the BIP's Chennai In a hugely populated Secunderabud

income and output in the fieels, is germane at all hat-trick performance needs nation as ours, no political Letters emalled 1o

economy. That investment times. 1o be recognised. There is That *Young India ks party can ever elaim to letters@thehindu co.in

by the private sector fell 5. Ramakrishnasayes, no ground to confirm that hankering for @ new kind of | solve every issue, However, | must carry the full postal

L% in Q3 in India is acase | Chennal every BJP voter s a believer | politics” sounds surprising. Ereat minds can help ease address and the full name,
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Re-imagine the National Green
Tribunal for superior outcomes

The NGT showld be legislatively re-equipped to champion environmental justice while promoting sustainable development

VIJAY L. KELKAR &

PRADEEP 5. MEHTA

are, respectively, vice president of Pune
International Centre and secretary general of
CUTS Internaticnal

nrecent years, several grievinces have heon
Tl nggabnst the National Green Tribunal
(NGTY in the Supreme Court, clabming that it
has overstepped i jurisdiction, Conse

By, the apex court has insteictod the

b its orders, T some notable
cases, thae Telbumal's decisions have been over
wurneed, Tnsofar s the NGT s dobng a specialized
s powers Dt the leglsliture hay
I

gl TV,
I was estublished following o spate of
writs fibedd by addvocate MLC. Moehta in the Supreme
Court which bed to the establishment ofa gre
anal few landmark judgements,
2000 1 sty
liisdvie qiiash-Jucclal irbainal with jueks
§ ik vt o the environ

How o At el o explieitly gr
il Imrlmrn‘rulmnlntwlllnllwnuhl lot
s b Linken up by 18 on fs own aecord), [ s
il B several chiallenges that lave hisdesed it
effective henctboning, and the exercise of s st
prowers has been o source of controversy, sparking
1 overreich,

inhandling complex e

s empowered to cevise s own rles of |1|\ul'l|ll|\'
gulded by principles of natwreal justic
independently of the Code of Civil Procedure,
008, The NGT lis miade outstanding ellors o
bl the cavses for which itwas established,
olbem eanrniog prabse For i pronctive stance
Areeent research study conducted by C
Tnternational For Nith Aayog examined the St
Copper case in Thoothiadl, Tam i1t
argued n Bavourof the NGT and lauded it order,
gven the teeritorkal contoursof the case, 1t further
highlightec the need toexpand the Tribanal's jur
inaliction toinchide state ictbons This
wan i ease where the Au Pollution Control
el had orderedd the permanent closare of thi
i al coneerns, This
nal, which ruled
g the plant, considering the
v wiis nes serions case of environ
aily abodehi-ip by e st

fivect thart th
tal chamage, 1 was el

government that hac
Taoocks of the city's local pogny
o Supreme Court
wocher. stiting that the T
dhlethon to ertertaln g

rendd Supreme Court I
underscores the balanc
taikn between s maned,
e boglslation,

arguedd by erities that (e Triluinal

We should

RITA McGRATH & M. MUNEER

nelogy, I.’Wi'('llnlll

are, respectively, professor at
Codumbla Business School and — ar

Tive major tr
annel how Tnelfa
T

founder of Valize, and co-
founder of Madics Institute for
Inncration, Cl

rhoe anee v

I iy
et s as slmple as seanning o QR o m!u-

year 20025 Is likely 1o challenge
ply hedil huiskiness assiimmtlons.

peicrities, will o

Lty s the only eor
upl

aval, as history has shown,
srdinary opportunities,
an Ddlan policy ks,
taknty bsthe boey tosirvival and sucoess, Here

arked, “Any
achvaneed teehnology |s lndis
« this 'magic”

codl by diglal soluthons, Consbider
Ilu- llnil'lwl |l\‘l|ll s |

3
g >
{ i
VRIS
et B
Bar g
. T, » -
€
oL
¢

mes, overstepped s statuiory mandaie,
(o legislative domains. Cases such s
the lIIInLuI‘.I\hlu:I.HIs-n logrment plan and ihe
penalty imposed on Grasim ndustries Lid based
sobely on the recommendatbon of expest commil
wees vividly llusteae these challenges, Both the
ordirs wire shmultanecasly quiashed and over
urned. Jn these instanees, the Teibunal wasceitl
chaed forexceeding Attor e v Bl
e touphiobd the prinelples of nat Justiee,
Tnamother landmark cose, Musicipal Corgora
ot af Beimbery i Ankeiten Strha, Uhe Supreme Court
alTiemmed that the NGT can ke i cases s o,
Here, the assertion is that the
socloty

venturing

B

P purposes: Lo lmprove eo
it harm, By establishing clear
lures, the NGT ¢ ol 1
b i dctions are consistent, focused on societal
vl aligred with s goals of preventing
il promat ing envino J
More rece
o

eriteris and pr

Wit According ol

meleeel tor nedelress inconsdsten
cles and inefficiencies on the part ol states in tlr
ital elearines processes, 1 undermines
Istructure enshicined in the Indian Con
Vs asubgjoct under the “state st in
soventh Sehedube and this declsion diminishes

ate muthority over kaind use, IEalso complicates
real estate project approvals, adding Lo delays and
eaLsing eeanemie lossies,

a

ik e

contribites ove
st aribsts re
forrms kg th
ilsn el

Ariven by tech
sand evolving
1 uncer
s of

The de

Mciontly

Im ||||\-|-mlml.u||

erbace

In the musie Industry, cosseite tapes and
CT hanve b roplaced by ol

0 offereing millins of
HOTIES al mlnbmullml Cilobually, str

ups ke Dogee turn ardinary beds ||||u
hmonitors using Al providing

o on semibconductor Imports has
e

driven the government's 176,000

th globul ‘riend nlwrlnu
lll'ml- pesitbordng lidbi s a key play
thestechecosystem, As globalization w
.ul'muwul-m.lllr Lo seits i1,

ey, ||I.|||u| s Ik Cloar Tux ~Illl|ll|l\'|h:'

i
37
&
- -
-
4
!
-
S
Although centreal oversight of |
peeects that may bave a significant public impact

I prwclent, bocal authoritbes are still better
aise real estile prajects, given

Fuis inivilendabily beci i trallblizer in
adddressing Indin's pressing environmental chal
Tenwges, offering swift justice inan arena oflen over
o by bureaucratbe delays, The Supreme

o Iullu-m.»luum-m-rvs-n.u.n
wlo Uit biyvpissting estabilished legal

o, evien for nobibe cavses, canset i dangerous
precedent, Such actionscan erode public trust in
Institu nnmm! foster perceptions ol ove

Il l||l ot rowlew of thee Tribu
refine it processes, align i

wRCOp o
thons with statutory

verelathon

il e
shibpwith other public autho
Al el Natbonal Groen
stered by clearer legislative provisions
el gk s, wi bd b g
complexities morm effective
between ecobogieal pross
development ls not only necessary, butalsoa
wjor responsibility of gov i rapldly
I lest el b matlon. By maintainlng proc sl
Tabrness and consistently addressing grievinces,
the Tribumal can strengthen s role as o leading
It itution, This will help champion environmen
Ll Justice while promoting sustainable progress,
Pragya Thoariof CUTS Iuternational contrilied
fithis articl
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‘Make the world a better place’
seems so outdated as a mission

If Meta’s change of heart works,

BETH KOWITT

BOp
corporate America.

ot so Jong ago, Mark Zuckerberg
[saeermweed Lo want ] e pulblic o view
B wwest fust s wn e mpsiee budlder,

alson i warldsaver, Mot Platforms'
CEO publicly committed parts of his vast
Tortunae to cavses ke immigration reform
anad voleraceess, He spakeout about com.
Rtk ety ane hunges i sl ressod the

whittled hlu
ol cheche
|||l'rulumuwllatuuru.mu;uu\h‘ i
Teormes [will kel y ] hekghten misinl
el abwisdve speech, He also onded
Mn s commitments o diversity, coquity

e an extrome case, bus
Amerh LAbe teend §s pokig
samne clirection: CEOs are spending o

lesss tlme, energy andd money trying to paily
liely position themselvesas change agenis,
Sllean Villey, he malee-the-world-a
Tt place discourse of v sorm

years has mostly disappeared.
stitutions from

Wall Street, bi
JPMorgan Chise o ¢

vulrl:l s blggest Mnance groups dedicated
1o bt lingg elimate change,

nles that pul out statements
e nerder of
George Floyd luve rolled back DELnvest
mvils Sofme ol the CECs who steod uj o
Dbl Trump's Musdimemjority countr
trave] ban and condemped the G Jamury
rots hawve made $1million denations to his
Inmgueratbon fund,

Yo conihd arguie that many of those il
atbveswere just corporte virue signalling,
But whit's clear is companies don't feel
miuich of a need to viriae sig
Al no wonder: The public bsn't all
Interested Invirte dght now, and business
M-l-m-lulx- hviny

expect other businesses to follow

Mark Zuckerberg's call for more “masculine
anargy” has been widely noted »

o, "W

witkeome,” I|1| 0y
Thisweek, Starbuc kmlhlllm'nlcll'nll|||i'
practbee in order |u|u Ip rednvigeral
Trane, Tts mianagy
warrhed ahi ||r|ln~|ul leoe bligg labellod
allip-Nopper,

Flenty of these comporte reve
strabghtforward response o poli
Taborw g townrds thae rigght
ebect Donald Tromgs, Zuckerdbeeg ac
an ek i his anneoineo
hiks decision by saying "Uhe recent ¢
also el Bk wcaliurd tpgdog pode
ny s the same calewlus as many

1y e o 1

et ||I'|I||' rlgght Tor wokae paoli

Bt it's also appare
I

e prresssured thens tostand ugs o Trump's
line-crossing in his fiest tesm gone miite,
bt some bosiness leadors are boing
chwered for Mouting tradition
thons of decorum. Case o paint:
g used by n Musk, who has only
seen hiswealth and power grow,

Newy Zuchertrgsoemms o be following
ashmidlar playbook. His burst of activity Last
week included announcing new Meta
Board member Ultimate ng Champl
amship CED Dang White, o Trump boyalist
whie L years tigo was caplired on vidoo
sappdng his wile; telling Joe Rogan that
{ s need more “masculine energy,”
g th suncement that Meta
wonlcend s DELefonts; and saying that i
wotlel get rid of fact checkers on fis plat
Torrms—a change b acknoalodged wou ld
ey Uy would e

mselves s
do-goaders hive typdeally been a business
posture rather th Startinga | allowed speech
qum!.llhm o throwing a smidgen of plis lllu “limn
¢'n resources belind a popy pleces of bleep

puseful ool Lo
e reputatkons in the after
o catnstrophes.
ample, instivuted a pol
Ty 1 22018 that ket amyone, nod just paying
custormers, hang out in isstoresor use ity
Tthroamms, This was instituted o
company wis aceused of
Taced Boyeotis when two | Al
can| men were arvestecd in a Philade

Starbiuicks, fora

Faweed Bk, v thae wny Tor aggfbe ancl inne

Demigr
deviloped v uuumll':-

aphy as destiny: While many
+grappling with

povsar, with intelligent ag

il gove
altered. Th
extend to

ruthink pricing and difles

villue,

Permdssion-fexi ovgeani
zattonal structures: Toch
nology Is driving dece

mard-and-control eoy
the past, With an edy
AsLnL communke deconir,
ables faster dechslon-m

ansforming

agentsdivectly Inter
wcting with data. Costomerservice, logistics

Clarity of vision
must gowith

lso offer bt disrupts old entlation naworkd where
1 ne pechalns, A lllllulurlllml Alngents, not humans, are opeﬂness to lem o unemploy ment, par-
bl uneer ¢ users. A5 jnnovation. Five among the edu
AL matures, Bush cated youth, is key, The
s peshiping the world st acdapd nast just ma]or trends 2002425 budget allocated
o levernge Lhem, |:p|l|'|1 dihe | thelrtools, but theirentive slgmificant resonrrces o nl
< of dematerialization; Arthur C. il India's | approach 1o delivering have muchto lh!hlalllﬂ'llu' ) al

offer India

Aralization, dismipiing hicrarchical models,
Bayer CECBI Anderson argues that com
Jrinbes are reli
st worklores

s of
il
wlon

ng. 1t alse
Baren ks ot assumiptions abswl central

ageing po wiwithits
young demographic profile, Over 65% of
Tndliansare bl .vl-hh Bls aclear labour

Wil Zucleorborg’ r company .|I:-H firwl
il vewardaed?

Users el asdvertisers may be grumbiling,
Tatat wes fae thesre liis been o mass exodins
Trowm s platformes, 1T Met's big plvid suc
conds, we can expect 10 see more CF
explosing [dark spaces), And why not? IF
e U5 bl dlows ol esipesct e of basd
adders, why bother io keep such
temptalbons |n cheek?

opportunities held out by uncertainty

The strategle tmperative: Thriving In 2025
and beyond will require adaptabil
watlon and strategie foresight. Busi
and pedicymakers must nol wall fos
1, they must actively prepare for

Thilsdem
“l(llpllll div] |l!l ol coulid
drive economie growth for
e, bt only 1 good
opportun AN el
Addclressing India's prob-

meaninglul employment?
As more wiinen enter the ndi
i u.u|nh Iﬂ‘\‘lilllllﬂlll

mlnu\m ol
rlers, safety cone nuqm!p.l,u..qm
taekled to unbock the full poteniial of this
dimographicshilt,

r
M Jor prosection from
e reslienee and resouree
Tilness. S unehed grocery
eelivery to counter declinkng food orderns
that perdod, creating anew rovenue
stevam thatencres wday.

T peepare for the foture, organizations
st epuestion tsedreore asumplions, What
aloe i granted whout el business
stomers oF Industey steetre?
L EF thaose assumptions no longer hold
“he answers may be uncom fontable,
Bt they will ilumdnate the path 1o success,

Laet's conelude with the words of Armaeon

Fouimlier s executive clialeimin Jol Bezos:
“Weare stubborn on vision, ¥ fexihile
o cletails,” Clardty of purpose coupled with

newvatbon will define futire
Beaedership, Tnelia must erabrace uneertalnty
nol as i daunting challenge, but asan
wov e plosit extr |Illﬂ|llllr} oppertundies,

openiess o i
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Who’s afraid of Trump?

Apprehensions of disruptions to the global order
may be greatly exaggerated

TheIndianEXPRESS

= FOUNDED By =

RamMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

TRUST AFTER RG KAR

Verdict offers some closure. But case has raised questions that
demand more answers, interventions by city, state, country

EARLY SI¥ MONTHS after he was arrested for the rape and murderof a 31-

year-odd trainee doctor in Kolkata's RG Kar Medscal College and Hospital in

August lastyear, ‘ourt awarded ali 1jay Koy on

honday. The verdict offers a semblance of diosure for the imeparable loss

of a young life in a metropolis that prides itself for its progressive traditions and safe

spaces, especially for womnen. The road abead now must concem itself with the task of
et lding citizen trust in the ity

The public cutrage triggered by the incident at RG Kar rippled across the country last

IMNOLVES US aLL

WWW. INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WOoORDLY WISE
TENNIS 1S A PERFECT COMBINATION OF VIOLENT
ACTION TAKING PLACE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF
TOTAL TRANQUILLITY., — B Jean K

SaNJAYA Bary

(GRANT IT TO Danald Trump. He knows how
tosell an idea and get the market all excited
and warried. He will reclaim the Panama
-L‘.mal m:1:u[:|5|I Greenland and subjugate
mqgl'\tmurclwmeapullncal

mup in Lundun An entire industry of global
‘comimentators has emerged predicting tur-
budence in workd affairs caused by a disrup-
tion afthe so-called post-war rues-hased in-
ternational order” by President Donald Trump.
Itis nat merely adversaries like China, Iran and
Rus:la[hathemll nafter, its predicted, but
ies and friends across Furope and Agia.

year. In Kolkata, agitating doctors had fl I that 0 haunt institutions
and public spaces — CCTV cameras that don'twarle. absence of on-call rooms, gender-seg-
regated wash rooms, Iackofuemrallsed pallerl.( referral system and inads -

The Indian leadership seems m have
gone into a funk, mare after President Xi

rity thath; dered ble o violence. They were

Jinping reced itation to Trump's in-
augural, AII the speculation about who

speaking for West Bengal but their demands and complaings could hold any city
in India \When it comes bowamen's safiety, there continues to be a yawning chasm be-
tweeninbentionsand outcomes. For instance, the 'Iﬂﬂpercemlru:reasemthehudgeury
allocation of the Ni for2024-2 ding data shows that between
2003, when the fund was set up, and 2022, less than halfof the allocation had been used.
In the aftermath of the RG Kar incident, the Aparajita Woman and Child [West Bengal
Criminal Laws and Amendment) Bill 2024, was passed by the state assembly, seeking
speedy trials and death penalty for heinows crimes againstwomen Expediting cases and
ensuring that there is a restraint of the law — rather than a sense af impunity — are cru-
cial for deterring furure incidents. But it maust alsa comewith safeguards against knee-jerk
reactions and quick-fix salutions.

For bong, Bangal has been a place where women have been at the centre of a develop-
ment narrative, Wamen atso form the core of the electoral base of the current ruling party,
TMC. he W M Banerjes's wamen-orkented schiermes such as Lakshmir Bhandar
and Karyashree. The party i ofwamenin the LakSabha, Inthe ini-
tal days after the incident, Baneck ch tobe blinkered, 1ear the rum-
bilings bothwithin her party and in the city-wide agitations, She acceded eventually to the
requsts of agitating doctors to Jook into their grievances, At the Sealdah court, as the vic-
tirn's father refused compensation, the judge said, *1 don't think money can compensate
(for) arty death. Itw’asﬂl.ellahlllydmm pmﬁwurdaL@t‘lmrasmewasundmy N

amount of action can k aloved toviokence.
Emd‘us is the rmament for the mmd snmqlm Aﬂi‘mlhemnmment tomake good on
P ent L shouldbein-

hagr.uemlmcuyplmnmg Women's nmhllnymust not come at the cost of their safety.
Mast of al, larger cv  gender

MIS, NoT MSP

For farmers, minimum income support, not minimum
support price, is the way forward
NMNOVEMBER 2021, the Aodi it its three agricultural
reform kavws fallowing protests I:ryﬁrm ummsagunng.ubeﬂu ‘s borders. AL that
time, it tried hard to reach out bo th hem abaut how the laws
—Mu:hmm i i take place Outsk led
i-busil aurce directly from growers —werein farmerinterest, but
invain, Today, the shoe's an man(l'erﬂ:u_".lnoe February last year, farmers fram Punjaband
Haryana have been unsuice o the national capital while dernand-
ing enactment of a la AN paan the g declared
port price [MSP) for all crops. One farm unian leader has been on a hunger strike since
Movember 26 — he has accepted medical aid on Day 55 of his Gst. This tme round, how-
ever, the Modi government's applnach has been one bardering an indifference. It has fi-
lly offered to hoid talks, b February 14,
Bursldsamatfalithemmhrm. 1

were, no doubt. well-i i The

atwhich do in Washington [
this weelend is no different from the excite-
ment surrounding the guest list toa billion-
aire's wedding.

How much of this Trumpian turbulence
and disruption ralk is bluff and bluster?
Indeed, how capable is the United States to-
dary bordisrupt and damage the existing global
‘orclerwithout hurting itself? Can Trurmp Make
AmericaGreat Again hurting allies and losing
friends? Can he do that taking countries
hostage? ks the international community 5o
u\aak. disarganisad and vulnerable that I[WI|l

simply
have no options?

What &5 0 speml and challenging abouwt
Trumg's' platform?

the last time the United States placed ancther
country's needs and wants ahead of its cwn
for Trurmg o now caim that & is time for the
U5 to declare America First? America has al-
ways been first for its leadership after the
AWhrkd War It has refused
fram the mm;l.tdeﬂeahedanﬂmlpled
in that war. On the other hand, it engaged in
NEw wars D secune conirol over news terito-
ries, and then claimed it was
ensuring global peace and stahility in the
name of a “rules-based liberal intermational
ordler”. This was true evenwhen itimested in
the defience of countries that it either ocou-
pied, ke Japan, Souith Korea and mast of wess-
‘em Europe, or in supplicant countries of the
phera.

The global economy is far
oo integrated for even the
most powerful entity to
imagine that it can hurt
without getting hurt, If the
US looks inward to improve
its infrastructure, invest in
the education and health of
its citizens, create more jobs
at home for the unemploved
that would he good for the
world economy. If America
First means investing 18
taxpayers' money at home
and not in soldiers who go to
distant lands to die that too
would be good for America
and the world. The US seill
has the capacity to do global
good and in helping itself it
could help the world.

This is not the first time in recent history
that fear has been instilled acrass mrldcap
itals about the damage that can by

cent of global income. Europe Union is down
o 17 percent, dmeusnpznsmnandjapan

American power, There was ance a brief pe-
riod that was called the “unipolar morment”.
The entire edifice of the post-war balance af

systern carme crashing d withthe

1604 percent.

Then, too, it was the allies that got hit.

Adversaries survi

Mo wonder the expart dependent
d Japanese areina funk now. But

paer
implosion of the Sovier Union. The LS
emerged as the paramaunt global power.
Scanning literature of thate ra, the earky 1990s,
0N COMEs across similar predictons of LS
power disrupting the global arder, OF Pax
Americana.

Sure, the US used that mament to renewy
the sources ofits power by introducing a nes
global trading arder, new set of rules forintel-
lectual propery pratection, new military al-
liances and foraying intonew military adven-
tures, American political scientist Francis
Fukuyama declared victory for America with
his treatise The End of History and the Last
Manin 1992, There are marry still standingin
Vietnam and Afghanistan, not to speak of
China and Russia. If one chapter of history
ended, another began.

The unipolar mormeritum was just abrief
interregnurm. That moment of hubris had its
consequences for the IS and the wordd. The
econamist juhn Williamson declared that a

i Cansensus” would hencefiorth
define economic policy worldwide. it did for
some tirme. Then in 2008 it came crumbling
down. First in Wall Street, then in London's
Cityand then across Eurape. A "trans-Atlantic
financial crisis® was dubbed a “Global
Financial Crisis", In the next decade after that
the Chinece economy took off, and India did
notda toe badly either. The US no longer has
the capacity to impase its will through mul-
tilateral financial instintions nar through the
ghobial trading system. The spread of region-
alism in trade and the emergence of new
rmarkets has also redwced LS capacity o im-
poseits will

Therewere losersduring the unipalarmao-
ment. In 1990, the United States and the
Eurapean Union accounted fior nearly 25 per
cent of world income each and Japan had a
share of 17 per cent. Having lost a chunk of
that share cver the next 15 years the LIS recov-
ered o regain and now accounts for 26 per

wihat of China and India. China increased its
share after that unipalar marnent from 4 per
centto 17 percent, emerging as a contending
poke. India did not do too badly either. India
came outaf an urprecedented economic cri-
sis, made worse by American bossism of the
unipedar moment, and found its own path to
renewed

If a weaker China and a much weaker
India survived that unipolar moment and
threw spanner in the works of the “end of
history™ theorists, why should a stronger
China and India warry too much about
Trumpian turbulence today? Sure, both
wiould be hurt by Trump's threatened tar-
iffs, but Americans wiould be hurt toa, Any
sharpincrease in U8 tariffs will hit produc-
ers i China and India, but it will also hit con-
sumers in America.

Thie glohal econarmy is far toa integrated
fior even the most powerful entity toimagine
thatit can hurt withaut getting hurt. If the US
Iookes inwiard to Improve its infrastructune, in-
vestintheeducation and health of its citizens,
create mare jobs at home farthe unemploved
thatwoukd be good for the word ecanomyg IF
America First means imvesting LIS tax payers'
momey at home and not on soldiers who go
tovdistant lands to die that too would be good
fior America and the wiorkd, The LS still has the
capacity to do global good and in helping it-
selfitcould help the workd,

At least some of the alarm generated by
Trump's retum to office could well be moti-
wated by thase in Washington DC who either
irmagine they can scare countries meosubemis-
sion or hope to offer their lobbying services.
That could alsa be true in many capitals
around the wokd,

Thewriterwas Member, Matianal Security
Advisary Board of India, 1909- 2001 and
mgcfia advisor oo Prime Minister

oftndin, A004-08

FierDs OF VIKSIT BHARAT

Sevenimperatives for the Indian agri industry

AKSHITA AGARWAL

INDIAN AGRICULTURE 15 ara critical jun cture,
balancing the need for food secunty, rural
Indll'ncd&mdsumlnahkyam g.uhdarrj
domestic challenges. W

failure, Lhen.laymtmﬂe hll.ls'pmwslmsh\uln theway they through
Parliament sans, h |oguse with thie farm after
the laws got passed. The Mods il e th listake of notengag-

|uga([hen§unrm'n'emllngpany“srecemdemmlmrmslnHa:mm Maharashitra
leave itwith sufficient hie unions aboutt
negsurmedemardfurrlegalmsi"‘ Pricesof crops, like all commadities, are ar should be
1and. Farrmers must (produce whatthe
Il dob toensure well- i rather

market wants, Th
than fixing. leave alone guarantesing, MSPs,

The dehate should move from guaranteeing minimum “prices” for crops to assuring
same kind of a minimum “income” for farmers. There is already a Pradhan Manini Kisan

ductivity, Iruiacunnmﬁ lnlagln
adoption of several modern echnology inna-
vations, Tebuild aviksit agri economy by 2047,
here are seven imperatives for the Indian
agriindustry,

First, use of Al in agriculture. India is start-
ing b deploy Al for critical use cases such as
weather forecasting, pest detection and can-
trol. and crop yield optimisation. However,
penetration iskmited to a small subset of tach-
savwy farmers. In the US and Europe, genena-
tive Al toals have started od'ﬁemg precision

farming at scale, i
Samman Nihischerne that provides R 6,000 annually 0 al andholding farmers. The e malmaglﬂmm:lnqghrs.malt"
hiis sch perhaps beenh miod- dlity of in India,

quaniurm of income sup port under
ified from a per-farmerto per-lmreurpel—ammlbasu All the taxpayer money now be-
ing spentan farm input subsidies — wer iliser, eleciricity, water or credit — can
be redirected and corverted into direct income support. With pricing of crops .md inputs

|twc|uldbe helpﬁ.ll mdewlnpwma:ulx.‘.l
platfiorms fior smallhodder farmers, partner
wrﬂ\.‘g'lhdstacleateaﬁ:rdableﬁl solutions,

d il Al-based advisory services

left to thee market, it will ensble the go tofoous onwhat farmers
— amini i ugyn; i farm, MIS, not MSF, is th

DJOKOVIC’S LAST STAND

At the Australian Open, in a riveting game between a titan and
astar, both bragging rights and history are at stake

HE TEMMIS CALENDAR isanly intoits first month but al ready what could tum

ot to be the defining contest of thie year is here, The last titan of the greatest

Eeneration in the men's game, Novak Dickovic, against one of the current stars

on the cinouit, Cares Alcaraz. At 37 and coming off a season without adding

tahis Grand Slarm tally, itwould be tempting to conclude that Djokovic is no longer a force

atthevery top of the spor, especially when Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner evenly split all the
Majors of 2024 between them, But as the Serb showed in winning his first Olymgpic sin-

glﬁgnldlnl":ns.heanugﬁhmzmﬂeﬁnd nothing is beyond him With the Spaniard

pl career Grand Slam, both bragging rights and

hlsmry ane at stake,

Djokovic is the most successful male player in Grand Slam history, lifting the
Australian Open troghy no less than 10 times. But he wears on his sleeve a grievance
that he hasn't gat his due, or not as much as his illustriows contemporaries Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal have. This year, tod, he has brought up the ignominy of deportation
from Australia during the pandemic and even alleged that he may have been “paisoned®
during that episade.

Dijakivic plays his best when he believes the world is against him, It fuels his angst to
provea point and makes him a dangerous propositon for his opponent. The Serb has im-
praved as the tourmament has progressed, and has a narnow 4-3 lead in their head-to-head
history. But ina bid to p wself from being igned to the statws of a legend
from the past, that too at his favourite hunting ground, this could be Djakovic's last stand.

‘through government programimes,

Second, India has:umd in pockets with
regenerative farming practices such as organic
farming and zero-budget natural arming.
However, monoculfure practices and exces-
sive chemicals and fertiliser use dominates

India stands at a crossroads
n modernising its
agricultural practices, By
embracing innovation and
foatering public-private
collaborations, it can become:
a global leader in sustainable
and technologically
advanced farming. The idea
is not to copy-paste
solutions that have worked
lsewk in the world, but

tion and biodiversity Ioss. France and the LIS
leadi " sculture throusshstruc-

‘tured polsces, farmer incentives and R&Don
sustainable practices. For India, the focus
shoukd beona national regenerative Grming

rather to customise

and adapt farming practices
based on the Indian

apgri context.

policy and private sectos-led R&D for capital
efficient agro-ecology practices.

Third, robotics adoption inlndiais limited
due to high costs and a large labour force in
rural areas. Basic automation tools like seed-
ers and sprayers are more comman, but ad-
vanced technologies such as robotic har-
wiesters are inaccessible to most farmers. To
busild a foundation for rebotics and aumma-
tion, India must develop |low-cost mbotic so-
lutions tailored for small farms, setup Aglech
b for testing and deploying automation
and promote public-private partnerships

robotics innovarion. Fourth, India's alter-
native protein market is in its infancy, driven
bry startups, Affordability and scalability re-
rmiain rmaarbarriers o adoption The EL eads
im alternative proteins with government-
backed initiatives .md cumng—eﬂg RAD. ln
India, thefo

Sixth, blockchain is still ar an experimen-
tal stage in India, with pikot projects in food
traceability. Wider adoption s hindered by
lack of infrastruciure and farmer awareness.
China has integrated blockchain across mul-
tiple agricultural supply chains, ensuring
transparency, reducing fraud and improving
market access, Export crops should be afocus
for India bleckchain scale-up, iomateriallyim-
price realisation for farmers.

Seventh, climate-smart farming tech-
niques. While programmes like Ph-KLUSLUM
promaote renewable energy for irrigation,
Largp-scale climate-smart initatives are lim-
ited. India needs to scale wp micno-irrigation
technologies, invest in dimate-resilient seed
varieties and bio-based crop protection prod-
urts, and leverage Al o develop localised di-
ma(em;ary SYSLEMS,

dsatac

mhobal leadirs toimprove production, fammu-

its agricultural pracllcu Bgl embracing nno-
vatior rivae collabora-

lation techniques and public on
lak-grown proteins,

Fifth, digital twins are limited in Indian
agriculture. Field trials are manal and fime-
consuming increasing costsand delaying the
deplyymentof new oop technologies. The LS
employs digital twin technology at-scale to
model field trialsvirtually, recluc and

tians, |tcanbecnmeag.uhd leaderinsustain-
able and technologically advanced farming.
The idea is mot to copy-paste solutions that
have worked elsewhere in the world, but
rather o customise and adapt farming prac-
ticeshased nnlbelndlan.agnm‘hxtm

speeding up the launch of agri-inputs Inlndia,

partnering with.AgTechs o pilat such projects,

training researchers in digital maodeling and

euphnrgmmmﬁ:rumngmdlgltd
an natanky boost

bt also unlock productivity.

these impes illl reguiive a strategic mix
afinvestments, policy reforms, and grassroots
th farm-

ers arenat left behind in Viksit Bharat.

The weriter is amanagement consu ftan ot

Mckinsey & Compary, Views are persanal

JANUARY 21, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

JAYALALITHA DISMISSED

THE POWER STRUGGLE in the ALADME mk
anather turn with the party parli

wwere killed in S Lanka when Tamil guerillas
blew up a Calombo-bound train about 300
kilometres northof the capital, Asenior gov-
ermment spok n confirmed that the

board remm.rlng Jayalalitha, Rajya Sahha

thee past of deputy leader of the
MﬁDMKparliarmrluyparry.]ayﬂali[ha has
challenged the high command's decision.

Party General Secretary P'U Shanmugam said
that the decision was taken aletter

“neceived from MGR" Jayalalitha described it
a5 " 10 per cent bogus.”
Tram Broww Up
AT LEAST 34 people including 23 soldiers

epaparindianexprass.com

death toll was 34 and said it may run higher
because of serious injuries sustained by ather
PRSSENEETS.

IsrRAEL'S ExIT

THE ISRAELL ARMY began the first stage of
its withdrawal from southern Lebanon by
maoving support units away from the
Lebanese city of Sidon. A spurce said that
combat units will not be affected until the
wvery last moment. The government set

February 18 as the deadline for the comple-
tion ofthe first stage of the withdrawal in the
regron of Sidon and the Zahrani estuary,

SPY SCANDAL

ALLAIN BOLLEY, DEPUTY millitary, air and
nawval artache of the French Embassy, was
ashedmleawdmcnnmyi’nrhlsalle#dm—

ir habout
a dozen persons, |nclud|r|g officials of the
Prime Minister's office and other sensitive
ministries have been arrested by intelligence
agencies. Bolley pleaded ignorance about the
involvement of any French diplomat or
member of the Embassy in the spy scandal,

. Abmedabad .
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How we should adapt to
a Trumpian world order

We must avoid the fock-in of a trade deal, grab bustness openings and strengthen mutually

beneficial ties, but hold firm on autonomy, Broadly, lets aim for what 1 make India great

ow should India advance its
interests in the Trumpian world
inaugurated on Mon-
president, Trump is
ﬂpo{ ted to alter Americ nd
global norms on trade, migra-
tion, climate change, re 1L GOVErn-
ment and business, the use of mili night
and more. His avowed goal is to make America
gain (MAGA), Itis risky, Trumpian poli-
hit hurt the US itself and the world at

i as few feathers as it can,
re interests. Trumpwill be
ars. How long his id, 15t
in, which means New Delhi

world in flux, ruffli
whileshielding its

ments that hmn ourinterests merely to accom-
modate short-term pressure from Washington.
Let's not rush into a trade pact with the
sfy a mutual urge to announce a‘deal.’ On
rity on the sthat
adopt, which may differ
from his rhetoric, there is nothing much we c:
do, except avoid locking ourselves into an
agreement that runs a high risk of regret.

A sensible course would be to negotiate
ad-hoc deals. For instance, if Trump wants
lower import duties on big US motorbikes, we
could grant him those, while seeking conces-

sionsin sectors t flect Indian industry more
broadly. HI-Bvisas mattera lot to us, and, for
the time being, Trumpis backing advocates of

visa liberalization like Elon Musk. We should
build on this disposition. Trump's policies can
ge over his tenure, Our focus on expanding
service exports from India should stay constant.
Ongeopolitical matters, India and the US have
concerns that both overlap and diverge, We

should st rmglhon ti{‘s onoverlaps, while also

I'nr us vudg{r]x

ken up .lgams.t l]ms.(rs.mn 5
deviants from a Trump-set \\'!)rldnrrl{‘r bee it

':l]lp,"t.'mcnlslh
avour of the Global South. But Ne
would have to stand firm and make
that minimize damage to our interests, while
enhancing benefits for both India and the US,
This is not just a matter of clarity and diplo-
. Withstanding geopolitical and
economic pressure calls for vastly nded
and varied domestic capability, Sure, this can-
not be created overn g:hl bt a sound start must
be made. Sensible policy formulation should be
followed up with sufficient funding and reso-
lute implementation. Trump seems set to admit
aselect group of chummy business owners to

the inner circles of US policymaking and make
hitrary calls that seek to maximize short-term
S benefits even if others suffer, With luck,

~h deviance by the world's largest economy
will not warp the world order in away that
cannot be undone later, Itwould call for deft
manoeuvring to defend e 1g norms by sub-
global groupings and agreements to uphold
rules that serve the world well, even ifthe US
. Of particular concern is our effort
limate change. How Trump sees the
it does not diminish the reality ofit, so the
let-up on climate

s1

both our adoption and advocacy of o
ene nd push ahead towards ne
India should be among the countries that
Trump's policies make great.

MY

GUEST

India’s credit guarantee scheme
for startups holds high potential

It provides much needed collateral-free loans at a time when risk capital has been stowing down

DURGESH PANDEY &

SURJITH KARTHIKEYAM

are, respectively, chief executive officer,
Natianal Credit Guarantes Trustee
Company Limited (NCGTC); and deector,
ministry of finance as well as NCGTC

ndia's economy is poised (o beoome
theworld’s third largest and a key

growth driver will be startups. Aceond-

ngly, wit pw 10 huilding a strong

evnsystem for nurturing innovation amd

encouraging investments init, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launched the
Startup India initiative in 2006,

The government unvelled a
|1rha'n,1,l$) |[1I::|1puln[-.a1 TR
a

number of stariup unicorns (privately
held ventures with valua
billion), rising from just one in 2001,
The emerging trendsin t papddly
evalving entrepreneurial ecosystem
inchede (&) rising gender parity, (hia
mindset s
and (¢} digital public infrastruct
aids informal entrepreneurship. In

terms of the broader business environ-

ment bevond technology, the gender

ap between male and female entrepre-
ar . Aconfluence of
p,wm rnment efforts and press coverage

haas helped bring about s wide mindset

registered in
, muaking it the third largest startup
ecosystem and home tothe third highest

joms of over §1

ift towards entreprensurship
e that

fereuised on creativity and innovation,
Digital payment interfaces QR codes)
are heing used to pay instead of cash by
neven remote lncation
at
-Iopm( nt by 2047, it
ize entrepreneurship
“h more regions of the country.
The major components of *funding
suppert and incentives” are () Fund of

provide fir | assistance in the form
of grants to startups for proof ol con-
cept, prototype development, product
rials, market entry and commer 2
o, The CGSS, with a corpus of l!lll[]
crore, enables startups to raise deb by
providing guarantees to their lenders,
Lately, venture capital (VO funding
e turmed more
L . Exit ooptions for
il |||||luwms.|I3 Inr-.(.||1|||n
king sector oo perceiv
risk of mortality ated with s
ups, coupled w kol collateral.
Hence, risk mi through i

(NEFCsl/financial institutions (Flsy, and
iy umbrella lending on a portfolio basis
For alternate investment funds IATFs).

Thescheme ¢ s enire preneurship
by providing credit support to innova-
tows and encouraging Anancial instiy
Iu:n-.mpn:m:!( arly-stage debd fomnds,
s MLIs are
fir

tions, NBFCs
Reserve lhnkul In(l ia with a minimum
networth of 1100 crore and credit

rat! u,c.d'l!li]i 1 ALF:

I-Isu'h:uw‘ Board of Tndia,
Ason 3 December, the total number

i, private sector lende
Anancial institutions, forei
bhanks, NBF it
AlFs, Cumulatively, 257 loans worth
RGEOLAG crore have been guaranteed
under the scheme so far and employ-
ment gen fon through these stantups
standsat 20 871 individuals. Women
hodrroswers get spe benefits,

The scheme covers 18 states across
India, including Assam. More than S0
startupsare bocated in Tier I lincluding

ik, Jaipaer, Cochin and
i Tier HHincluding Akol,

|JI Inm:h the €

welcome government move.
It came into effect on 6 October 2022
and backstops debi funding up to 110

{alacomple [( lv digital and

Medchal, Tonk and Rangareddy) cities,
helping new businesses across the
country. The list of horro L
ported include 19 export-oriented units
and 1% import substitutive un;
many as 123 and &4 benefici;
frami Iw manuf: i L
& pectively. Major s, gm(-nl-.
represented include IT (37)

goods (26, textiles (22) and consumer
services (20), Asmany as 17 startups

il proce ser lencing
institutions (MLIs eligibility
(ehcollateral free
18 tostartups recognized by the
Department for Promation of Indusiry
and Internal Trade; and id) lending
ey (1) trar
gle borrower hasis for
banks/non-banking financial companies

10 PEARS A60

the

L

have i disadvantaged
groups, OFthe :cﬂ.alpmllnlm aroumnid
T5% ofthe loans are for working 5
support, helping startups meet th
wtional needs. This credii guara
3 ith customized changes
n helprevolution
aystem,
These are the authors” perdonal piews,

ce India's

GMQ!‘ a !l@GGEE—I

I skate to where
puck is going to be,

not where it has been.

WAYNE GRETZY

I

Trump’s presidency: End of the Washington Consensus

AJIT RANADE

A |h\'|([|§|ll)||.\ .\ppn:

support strict action
Is a Pune-based economist A

ctions are an the cands

ideas are onl
be followed through, E

immigration, protective tarilfsand redecing
ary abd for countries like Germany,
“anaila and Japan seem imminent.

li would mark a break in ascenario which
has existed for four decades, Ame

mil

he second US presidency of Donald
l‘nlmpu.lllh( Im'mm( <\1n-.(~q||( nitial

eatings for Trump's
promised policies exceed the proportion of
people whovoted for him. Most Americans
st llegal aliens,
ing import tari s, curbing immigration,

ze of government. Th
W hither the publ

talk asofnow, and

been du‘ lu-.l bon of free-marked oL .||u'| alism

wention, Itwill pick winners and give fiscal
support o domestic industries, In 1989, the
st John Williamsc
lnmun('mha‘ml

1then emerging
reforms, including
rlin Wall fell and

o, Its prescripiic um.ulow!' al deficits,
tax rates and import tanills; removing con-
trols on foreign exchange and investment;
deregulating banking and int
reducing state ownershipal busines
ing public sector compand
of Trump's propesed policies ar

hed ideas like
iking over

ng the | viom not U-turns on these principles,

1, These | Punitively high import tariffs thedirect

kiely o teofthe dogma, Under the sloganof

it the action on his govern-

ment is willing to support American Ilrm-.

action, even split-ups, Similar sentiment has
been expressed against large financial insti-
tutions aswell. Summing up protectionism,
winner-picking, antitrust threats, tarifls, ete,
a former Republican Senator said itamounts
toan “pitack freedom and free
enterprise” and that it was surprising that
even conventionall

Cracksinits
- [:(|1(-nmi'1 rather than
free markEt Idealogic .l|l; driven ;n::;l-
H i cles [ also meant a biggov-
orientation ernmenirole in proometing
. surfaced earlier peace and
o b seen 20 y
Thanks to the C: but other major
the International Moo e
us pOlICIES may ATy SUMmers sig-
g(.\mi.l Mumbai Consen-
convertibility a | Bet l.lpended too abetter way for the
site for all charter mer

bers, just before the Le!
man crash of 2008, But the global Anancial
wrisis, followed by asovereign debt crisis in
put paid to any further mindless

with subsidies to help them comy

the Chinese. Resides this, Trump |(I his
supgorters want to goagainst Big Tech com-
panies, threatening them with antitrst

arket liberalization, especially in the
fal sector, Rising vouth unemploy-
ment, increasing income and wealth ine-
cquality and divergences in wages and profit

growth put aserious question mark against

t
evidence of cracks. By 2004, the phr:
Jing Comsensus” had been coined for policies
ofChina's economic development model, It
emphasized sovereigy mdmm pendence,
pl and gradual

Ist century, Hesaic it
wasneitherdiciated by the
rminlless fadsses firive capitalism of Washing-
ton, nor the mercantilist export-led growth
Fxation of Bejjing, but wasa people-centric
model ina robust democracy.
Be that as it may, Tromp ischarting anew
course for America's trajectory that departs
From the Washington Consensus, i

apart from
rim. thel

mpioning free market poli-
I'(':I.tlj'[[ill('ﬂ] I('!1.<|0I'||f

:srl]n-t"unn (alu] By
hasspentover §7 trillion
n trade routes
1 & strong LIS mil
ally countrie
didl it s
[h( lr{.l]l'::ml{ fence. Ameri s been
theworl est absorber of immigrants,
il ook an indulgent

lessly re-examined during Trump 2.0, as
America turns more isodationist, N
that in the post -war period, the US ear nnd
handsome dividends from the dollar's
hegemaony, seigniorage incoms
world markets and resources,

net fortheworld s entrepreneurial, sc
engineering and aris talent, The term of the
47th U5 President isunprecedented inmany
warys. He bs the Arst former and Arst incoming
president who has been convicted of felony,
Americ pecple and democracy have
eclipsed concepis of legality not just inallow-
ing, but weleoming him to s topoffice, The
workd order is set 1o be rejigzed.




