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Positive direction

Indlia must ensure greater bansparency

in talks with China

he Zird ting of the "Special Repre-
T sentatives” (SRs) of India and China - Na-
tenal Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister and Senior Polit-
buro member Wang Yi = was a milestone in the
restoration of tes since October this year. Alth-
ough the meeting of SRs is a stand-alone process,
meant to ook at the broader boundary dispute
and resalve differences over the 3,500 kilometre-
long Line of Actual Control (LAC), It had been
paused since the military standoff in 2020, There
were a few firsts too: the two men meeting in
their capacithes as SRy since 2019, although they
have held talks in the interim; such a high-level
viskt to China and also Mr. Daval eravelling to Belj
g since 2020, This indicates that the declsion o
hold the SR talks, as mandated by Prime Minkster
Marendra Modi and President X1 Jinping during
talks in Kazan in October, 15 a signal that with on-
Iy LAC disengagement completed, New Delhi is
willing to move abead on other mechanisms for
talks with Beljing, without walting for the next
processes of de-escalation and de-induction, The
two sicdes have agreed to restart the Kailash-Man-
sarovar Yatra from India, border trade in Sikkim,
and it sharkng for trans-boundary rivers, Other
ericbed thes, including direct flights, business
unn.u.'m visa libernlisation, and journalist ex-
t.runums are also understood to be under discus:
sion. On the boundary question, the DovalWang
talks yielded what the Chinese Minstry of Fo-
refgn Affairs termed as "six consensuses”, and
the Ministry of External Affalrs referred 1o as
puuitlvc directions” in lis release. These invnlh\.-
inuing to implement the LAC d

pn ICESS] revert to the SR process on resolving the
boundary lssue aceording to the Eleven-articles
set out ina 2005 agreement; strengthen Confi-
dence Building Measures at the border and cross-
border exchanges; enhance coordination of the
SR process, and the Working Mechandsm for Con-
sultation and Coordination on India-China Bor-
der Affairs to follow up agreements and o hold

the mext Doval Wang talks in 2025 in India,

The optics and the messaging of the SR meet-
g Indicate 2 certain momentum in re-engage:
et after four years of serlous miliary venslons,
and the suspension of regular conl although
bilateral trade continued to thrive, The meeting
comes just ahead of 2025, that marks 75 years of
diplomatic relations, and a likely visit io China by
Mr, Moddi as it hosts the next SCO summit, While
restoring the Hnks is important, It Is necessary o
strike a note of caution so that the situation
caused by the amassing of troops and LAC trans.
pressions by the PLA In 2020 s not repeated. The
FOvErnment must also ensure more transparency
in its conversations with Beljing over the future
stepy in normalising thes, the dismantling of bufl
er pones, restoratbon of status quo ante to 2020,

and for fusture d agiinst
amﬂmﬂm at the Tndia-Chinn boundiry.,

For survival skills

India must have survival-at-sea traini

in schools and workplaces
T he Mumbid boat tragedy is a wake-up call

For improving marine mll’e:y A huuy |'.m|1

anaval dock

1, the M
fishing boats, and a popular tourist dcn:lrul:lc m -
the Gatewsy of Inclin, a launehing pad foe mnﬂal
boat rides — are all located in the same area. Mer-
chant ships and naval vessels jostle for space with
tourist and Ashing boats, ereating a congested
and potentially hazardous environment, Sea
trials of a new craft involve testing it under the
most stringent operating conditions to determine
whether machinery and hull are safe and seawer-
thy, Typically, sea trials for merchant ships are
conducted in open waters. However, the naval
speed bout that eollided with Neslkamal s typl
cally housed inside a naval ship and launched on-
Iy for operations. This means it must be tested for
1 speed and biliey In shallow
waters, possibly ruling out open-sea testing, Dur-
g sea erials, machinery and controls uﬂ. often
i st ditioms, § g the
likelihood of fatlure, On Wednesday, mn:h a fal-
Jure likely occurred, keading to the collision. Neel
kermnal 18 an old-faghioned Veshaped wooden beat
prome to capsleng I it tikes on water, though it
will not sink. When the accldent occurred, pilot
boats from the port resewed around 100 passen-
gers, most of whom were wearkng life jackets,
which are a proven defence against deowning,
Unfortunately, these whe could not hold on o
the eapsized bot or were not wearlng life jackets
did ot survive,

An inguiry will determine whether the boat
was carrying more passengers than its capacity
and if there were enough readily accessible lite
Juckets. It s necessary to establish guidelines for
life fackets that can be donned quickly and easily,
even by panie-stricken individuals, without being
prohibitvely m;l:.num Tragedies such as the
2004 Thekkady boat disaster have ralsed signifi-

cant awareness in Kerala about the importance of

life jackets. However, this incident serves as a
broader reminder that sea or water transport ls
fundamentally different from romd and rll mrvel,
The sea = and even deep freshwater bodies - re-
s an Inbospliable domaln for humans, With-
out assistance, drowning or hypothermia is ke
Iy. In Scandinavian countries, where the sea bs an
imtegral pare of dally life, survival skills for the wa-
ter are taught to everyone, It may be time for In-
dian to Ineorporate survival-atsea training into
sehools and workplaces, alongside first ald and
other lesaving measures, w foster greater
awareness and preparedness,

cu

Reality check on Sri Lanka’s Tamil question

any n Sri Lanka closely tracked their
President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake’s recent visit to India,

The ceremonial red carpet welcome
he received from Indian President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minkster Narendra Modi, his
wvirious enggagerments, and, importantdy, the joint
staternent issued by the two governments, drew
misch notioe in the local media,

Ttwins Mr., Dissanayake's first state visit abroad,
after he won the presidency in September this
yier, and the ruling Natloral People’s Power
(NPPY won a spectacular two-thirds majority in
the general election in November, India was
haosting not just one of S Lanka's most powerful
Presidents but also a beftist leader from a party
(anatha Vimukthi Peramuna - )V or the
I'otmlu Liberation Fronth thit once furiously

1 Enalian aened s fved “inter
rl:lu.- In Sri Lanka.

Mueh has indeed changed In India, Sei Lanka,
and in Inclin-Sei Lanka relations. The [V ls not
the sume today, as the story of its rise 1o state
power reveals, Neither 1s Sri Lanka, whose
political landscape stands radically altered in
watys few imagined possible two years ago,
Anilysts are yet to fully decipher the astounding
victory of the [VP-led NPT, especially in the lslind
nation's north, east, and the hill country that are
home to the country’s Tamil, Muslim and
Mulakyaha Tamll minorities, India’s prorides, wo,
have seen a marked shift, as New Delhi remalng
preoccupbed with countering Chinese influence
In the nelghbourhood.

Changing Indian interests

While everyithing else changes, Sri Lanka's

long pending national question remains, with all
past governments in Colombo fadling to deliver a
definitive politieal settbement. India's
Imvobvement as an arbiter of Tamil righes, for
miany In Sri Lanka, set high expectations for its
Influence in more recent decades, Including the
postawar years since 20060, In an interview to this
daily in 2022, late Tamil leader R, Sampanthan
sded “Inddin has a special duty” in ensuring that
the spirit of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987, and
the E3th Amendment to the S Lankan
Constitution born out of it, are fully
Implemented, Except, Indian interests toduy are
evidently different,

The joint staternent issued by New Delhi and
Colombe on December 16, 2024, offers a ty
check, The 34-point document, Htled “Fostering
partnershdps for a shared future’, and spanning
political, economic, and straiegle cooperation,
miakes no reference o the pending political
solution, or postwar reconciliation, or Tamil
aspirations. The only pewer sharing that finds
mention s n a proposal for a high-capacity grid

The jolnt
statement
Issued by

New Delhl and
Colombo
during the

il Lankian
Iresident’s
Tnelkin vislt
reveals the
nelghbowrs’
current
preoceupations

Interconnection between India and Sri Lanka,

However, in his remarks at the joint press
conference, Mr. Maodi sald, “We hope that the Sd
Lankan government shall fulfil the aspirations of
the Tamil people. And that they shall fulfil their
commitment owards fully implementing the
Constitution of Sri Lanka and conducting the
Provincial Council Elections.” He did not
reference the 13th Amendment,

Mr. Dissanayake framed the issue differently,
He said, “People from all the Provinees - North,
South, Eanst, and West - representing diverse
communities and vardous walks of life
contributed to this mandate, As a leader

Bt i also not hard to see why the JVP may be wary
of using either discourse. But the Tamils who
contributed significantly to the NPDs big win are
Justified in seeking greater clarity on what the
povernment has in mingd for them. Fifteen years
after the end of the clvil war, they are still
doggedly chasing the truth about their forcibly
disappeared loved ones, They are stll fighting to
recludm thelr lane held by the military. They are
still struggling to rebuild their livelihoods
shattered in those years of bloodshed and muss
destruetion. They still deo not hwve 2 say in how
their provinees, setback by a devastating war,
Hm:rl.'l::l be reconstructed,

entrusted with such an Important responsibdlity
by myy people, §elearly understand that the
essence of democracy lies in the coexistence of
diverse politieal views and groups

The NPP's poll manifesto includes an
assurance to hold elections to the provincial
cotnells, now defunet for over five years, and
enact a new Constitution based on wide publie
consultations. President Dissanayake, too, has
miade the pledge more than once. But his
government s yet wo spell oul its own vision for a
b political solution,

Thee NP hais consistently avolded the binguage
of the “13th Amendment” that tll date carrles the
baggage of "Indian impositon” for the country's
Sinhalay-Buddhist majority, and likely triggers
discomdort for the VI party base. In o recent
colummn, ‘NP in Power: Possibilithes for Pose-War
Reconciliation through Civic Nationalism', Sri
Lankan political sclentist Jayadeva Uyangoda
observed that the NPP shuns both the

“devolution discourse” introduced by India, and
the "Illcrnl pence discourse” of confliet

s promise of natlonal
h\ltmm:m ar a undfied “Sri Lankan identity™ can
be evaluated only based on its specific policies to
ledress war-time secountability, politieal ageney,
aned meaningful development in the north and
east, A new political order may now be at the
eountry's helm, but old guestions will not go
Wy,

The recent ehections have given Mr,
Dissanayake and the NPI* rare national
momentum and unprecedented legislative
nfluence. The government now has a real chance
o refmagine the peditieal solution through
people’s postwar realities,

State of the Tamil polity
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's Tamil polity, too, fices a
big challenge. After the electorate delivered a
clear message to the reglonal Tamil parties in the
recent polls — the NPT beat them in all but one
clistrict in the north and east - the Tamil polity is
struggling o regain is volce,

Adter habdeaally booking to the international

reconelliation, and |
promoted by agencies of the United N.ltl::ns.
lesbal and boeal rights groups. He wrote, "The
NPP does not seem o want its agenda for
Inter-ethnie peace and reconciliation in Sri Lanka
1o e seen s o continuation of whit it sees as
falled past attemps,”

Contentious amendment
The comtroversial 13th Amendment contimues to
evoke mixed, and often strong, reactions among
Srl Lankans, Even the Tamils are divided over
whiether it Is a necessary but insufficlent measure
of power devolution, or a problematic legislation
that tarned historle demands for federalism, The
lase thmee that the 13th Amendment went out of
focus was when the Madthripala Sirisena-Ranil
Wik remesinghe adminksteation (201519)
attempied deafting a new constiiution. The effort
Faibed, but Mr. Dissanayake has said his
government would build on the draft,

Bt s true that two main formulations of the past
hawve not proved successiul for the Tamil people.

¥ to push for Tamil rights, the Tamil
political leadership is now forced to confront its
own faflure, These counting on India would do
well to understand that the Tamil question ks no
more an fssue that serves a domestic political
eompielsion or provicdes diplamatie leverage 1o
Mew Delhl, It bs time they recognised India's
waning interest and influence on the Tamil
guestion, Besides, they must ask if India hos any
mioral standing o ask another country to treat
minorities better,

Thi Tamil politys core steategy of engaging
western powers dominating UN bodies, India,
aned the Tamil disspora has clearly not yielded
HI.IINI:INI\N.'J!I‘WINM on the ground, To remain
relevant and rebulld credibility, the Tamil polity
appears tw have little chodee but to reorient isell
o the people it seeks to represent, The Tamil
people in Sel Lanka have reminded thelr leaders,
who were busy talking to actors elsewhere for
veurs, to listen to them new,

e, rinfrasan g frirdu, oo

Crimes against humanity and an obtuse Indian stance

n December 4, 2024, the UN General

Assembly (UNGA) adopted a resolution

approving the text of o proposed treaty
poverning the prevention and punishment of
crimes against humanity (CAH treaty). This marks
the beginning of the negotiation process mmong
states for the conclusion of 2 CAH treaty. This
resolution comes five years alter the International
Larw Commission submitted the draft text of the
CAH treaty o the Sixth Committee — the m‘!nulry
forum for considering legal questions in the
UNGA, This development is a landmark in the
Imternational community's quest to combat
Impunity for CAH.

There is a gap in accountability

Alongstde genocide and war erimes, CAH ane
ameng the grave nternathon mes which the
International Criminal Court (IC
under the Rome Statute, seeks to punish,
Importantly, genocide and war crimes are also
poverned by dedicated treaties, Le., the Genoclde
Comvention of 1948 and the Geneva Conventions
of 1849, respectively, However, CAH are governed
only under the Rome Statute, which includes
speethe eriminal acts such uauumji.-r.

exter ‘

torture, imprisonment, and r||1- committed as
part of a 'widespread or systemutie ateack
directed against any civiliin population, with
knowdedge of the attack”, CAH were first codified
b1 the 1945 London Charter establishing the
Nurembseng Tribunal to Investgate and prosecute
the crimes committed in connection with the
Second Workd Wi, and liter in the statutes of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia,
and Rwanda, However, there is no dedicated
treaty for CAH e, ereating a gap in terms of
aceountability in the begal architecture of
mternational criminal justice, There are three
rensons justifying the need for o CAH treaty,

Yarsh Singh

Asalstant Prolessor
al the Hatianal
Law University,
Jadhpir, Rajastharn

Indiia’s response
mes

hurmanity ereaty
allgns with fis
aversion o the
Itome Statuie
and the
International
Criminal Court

Firse, the jurisciction of the 1CC eovers 4
limited number of sttes, making it challenging o
punish perpetrators of CAH in nen-member
states, Second, the Rome Statute and the 1CC anly
adelress individual eriminal responsibility, A
dedicated CAH treaty would allow for holding
states wecountabbe under intermational law for
thelr faflure o prevent the commission of CAH,
s s the case with the Genoclde Convention of
1948, For instance, in 2009, The Gamida filed o
case before the International Court of Justice (1G]}
against Myanmar for alleged violations of the
Genockde Convention against the ethnic Rohingya
population. A dedicated CAH treaty would ereate
an l:hlhu:lc n f:n' smm.- parties to adopt

lative, or judicial ¢ 0
prevent | the commission of CAH. Fallure o meet
this abligation could become the basis for the
IC)'s jurisdictbon i the CAH treaty so provides.
Thircl, 8 CAH treaty presents an opportunkty to
enlarge the scope of CAH w include, as suggested
by various states in the Sixth Committee,
starvation of elvilian populatons, gender
apartheld, foreed pregnancy, the use of nuckear
weapons, terrorism, exploitation of natural
resourees, and erlmes against indigenous
populitions,

Inclia's stand

Il is not a parey to the Rome Stacute and has
consistently abjected to the 1007 jurlsdiction
over issues such ay the powers of the 1CC
prosecutor, the role of the UN Security Counel
uncler the Rome Statute, and the non-inclusion of
‘use of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction” as o war erime. Further, India
has argued that erimes committed only during
armed conflicts — and not those committed
during pescetime — should be considered CAH.
Moreover, Inclia does not frvour the inclusion of
‘enforced disappearance’ as an act that can

constitute CAH, Instead, Indin advoctes for the
ncluson of ‘terrorism’ as an act amounting w
CAH. Inclia's response to a CAH treaty aligns with
its wversbon to the Rome Statate and the 1ICC, For
thie Lase five years, since 2019, India has
conslstently argued For an “in-depth study”’ and
thorough discussion on the need for o dedicated
reaty. India’s stance at the UNGA reflects iis
soepticism that a CAH treaty might duplicate the
alrendy existing regime under the Reme Statule,
Further, India takes lssue with the exclusion of
“terror-related acts” and the "use of nuclear
weapons' from the definition nf(:AII in the

Tk | treaty. Most |
:hm it ks naat @ party to the Rome Sullu:c. ImH.l
Tas stressed at the UNGA thae national legislations
andl the jurlsdiction of national courts are more
appropriate fora for dealing with CAH and other
international crimes,

Lead the wiy

Currently, India does not have domestic
legialation probiblting International erimes, In
2018, Justice 5, Muralidhar of the Delhi High
Cowurt in State vs Safian Kumar observed that
“nefther crimes against humanity nor genoclde
buve been made part of India's eriminal low, a
Licuna that needs to be addressed urgently'.
Nonetheless, there is litthe or no debate on the
need for such laws in the domestic legal and
policy spaces. The recent amendments to the
eriminal law were 1 missed opportunity w
Inelude these crimes n the penal liw. This is
neomsistent with India’s own inslstence on the
primacy of nutional and werritorial jurisdiction for
chealing with CAH, India should Incorporate CAH
angd ather international crimes into its domestic
L, even BF i s mot o party to the Rome Statute,
and lemd the way In ending impunity for grave
human rights vielations - a role that befits a true
Vishwageru,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In Parliament fought well and dignity was | off-spin bowling, His leader on and off the field, cricketing brain, He would It is very unfortunate that
Just what is happening to never bruised. staggering achievements, Ashwin's legacy will inspire have made an astute Ashwin had to make an
our elected representatives? | Our polities and thelr wihich Inelude Invaluable penerations, captain, He was willing to unceremenious exit from
Arg they street fighters or practitioners have plumbed | all-round performances and | LS. Haseesh, re-invent himsell. He lefton | international cricket — this
political representatives? low depths strategic mastery, have left Chennal a high note and in the right is the perception, He has
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was a waste of time, Instead channel and mentorship of as one of the toughest Subash Balakrishnan, wvery match, he had to
of a wellthought-out and Leaving on his terms young talents showeased competitors with 4 sharp Mississauga, Ontario, Canada provi his position in the
dignified review of the With R. Ashwin's retirement, | his passion for nurlunng the = team,

Constitution, we were Indian cricket has bid next generation. Sab ., m: o i el ok bt 5, Venkateswaran,
traated to long stretches of | farewel| to a true legend o him for chaosing to capt # standalone photagrmp nouring the brave Chrnal
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reerimination dominated the world's best batsmen to | gracefully, even when he — must earry the full postal
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Strength of Odisha’s

Indian companies

new Armed Police
Reserve Force

The Odisha government has
l 31 sel up & company of Arrmed

Police Reserve force to
strengthen wildlife protection in Similipal
Tiger Reserve, The purpose is to balster
antl-poaching efforts, protect wildlife and
forest resounces, maintain law and arder

within the reserve, a notification said. m
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Norway central bank

Number of casualties

Rise in German

meeting UK. Prime

keeps policy interest

due to Cyclone Chido

exports to United

Minister Keir Starmer

rate on hold

Prime Minister Kelr Starmer
13 haosted a delegation of 13 Indian

companies on what the Britich
government described as a “curated visit®
to enhance the bilateral partnership and
boost investment flows. The wisit follows
Starmer’s meeting with PM Narendra Modi
on the sidelines of the G20 Summit. en

4.5

16-year high of 4.50% an Thursday, and
sald it plans to start cutting bormowing
costs in March next year, The Norweglan
monetary pelicy stance contrasts with
ather Western central banks. rounes

i per cent. Norway's
Bank held its interest
rate unchanged ata

in Mavotte

31

Mayotte to survey the devastation that
Cyelone Chido wisught acrass the French
territory as thousands of peaple iried to
cope without the bare essentials such as
water or electricity. a»

Kin

France's President Emmanuel
Macron arrived Thursday in the
Indian Dcean archipelago of

0m

in per cent. German
eiports to Britain are

growing faster than

to any other country among the G20
nations due o an ongoing gold mlly,
according to preliminary data fram the
German statistics office. nrumes
COMPILED 7 THE MM DATA TEAY

WORLD INSIGHT

Sandip Kumar Mishra

ine days after coming to power,

Democratic Party president

Moon Jae-in appointed a new

Chief of the Seoul Central
District Prosecutors’ Office on May 19,
2017, The new Chief was able to indict two
former Presidents belonging to the main
conservative party in South Korea - Lee
Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye. Mr. Moon
and his party were impressed and in June
2019, the protagonist was appointed the
Prosecutor General of South Korea. The
Prosecutor General was Yoon Suk Yeol,
who later became the President of South
Korea and is now a key figure in the
current political crisis, having been
impeached by the National Assembly on
December 14, 20024,

How it started

Mr. Yoon was playing a key role in the
Moon Jae-in administration, but it was
announced on August 9, 2009, that Cho
Guk would be the next Justice Minister.
Mr. Cho had studied at the same
university as Mr. Yoon, with Mr. Yoon
being a few years his senior. After
learning of Mr. Cho’s nomination, Mr.
Yo reportedly approached President
Moon expressing his disapproval. Mr.
Moon, however, appointed Mr. Cho on
Septemnber 9, 2019,

Mr. Yoon used his Prosecutor office to
reveal several corruption charges against
Mr. Cho. Allegations against him inchided
that he plagiarised his writings, that an
imstitute run by his family evaded taxes,
and his family invested in illicit business
activities, his daughter submitted false
documents related to academic
achievements. His wife was charged and
later sent to jail for four vears. All this led
o hugge protests by conservative party
supporters demanding Mr. Cho's removal.
Finally, he resigned after just 35 days in
office.

The incident led to a contest between
the Moon Jae-in administration and Mr.
Yosorn, Mr. Moon avoided taking any
undemocratic means to remaonve Mr. Yoon
from his post, but subsequent Justice
Ministers under his administration tried
o settle scores with Mr. Yoon. On
Movemnber 24, 2000, Justice Minister Choo
Mi-ae suspended Mr. Yoon, accusing him
of ethical violations and interference in
key investigations, However, Mr. Yoon
challenged the suspension in court and
was reinstated,

Interestingly, Mr. Yoon, who was
considered close to the Democratic Party
and instrumental in the indictment of two
conservative Presidents, became a hero
among conservative party supporters.

In various opinion surveys, Mr. Yoon
had the highest popularity among all the
existing conservative leaders, and
suggestions became strong that if he
became the conservative party’s
presidential candidate, he might be
victorious. Conservative supporters were
wvery hurt by two of their former
Presidents in jail - one of them Ms, Park,
who was the eldest daughter of Park
Chung hee whom the conservatives adore
as @ major Korean leader. The
conservative supporters thought Mr. Yoon
would be the right leader to teach Moan
Jae-in and his peers in the Democratic
Party a lesson.

Mr. Yoon grabbed this opportunity and
resigned from the position of Prosecutor
General on March 4, 2021, and
announced his presidential candidacy in
June 2021, He officially joined the
conservative People Power Party (PPP) in
July 2021, Despite making several political
blunders, careless and controversial
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The political crisis in South Korea

Yoon Suk Yeols presidency reached a breaking point with his controversial declaration of martial law on December 3, which was overturned by the National
Assembly; his impeachment by the Assembly on December 14 has now set the stage for a prolonged legal battle in South Korea's Constitutional court

remarks, and lacking paolitical experience,
M. Yoon was selected as the PPIs
presidential candidate in November 2021,
He had a difficult battle against the
Democratic Party’s Lee Jae-mmyung but
defeated him in the March 2022
presidential elections by a margin of less
than one percent.

Two Koreas in South Korea

Ower the years, the divide betwesn
conservatives and liberals in South Korea
has become very sharp. Generally,
conservative party supporters tend to be
older, less educated, wealthy
businessmen, and residents of
Gyeongsang North, Gyeongsang South,
and Gangwaon provinces, Young, more
educated, middle-class, peaple coming
from Jeolla North and Jeolla South
Prowinees are more inclined towards the
liberal party. In & way, the division is not
only ideological but also generational and
regional. In recent years, young males in
South Korea have also moved mwards
conservative parties, as they feel that
ultra-feminism has ruined traditional
gender and social relations. For the
conservatives, authoritarian leader Mr.
Park Chung-hee who is considered to be
the: main architect of South Korea's
economic development is the source of
inspiration and, for the liherals, Kim
Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun are the
leaders who browght democratisation to
the country. Conservatives are typically
pro-American, more accommodating
toward Japan, and confrontaticnal
towards Narth Korea. Liberals, on the
other hand, advocate for greater
autonamy in South Korea's foreign policy
{while maintaining the U.5. alliance), are
critical of Japan’s rising assertiveness,
Eavour engagement with North Korea, and
seek better relations with China.

The divide has been further
accentuated by the prevalence of social
media. In the tenures of the last five
Presidents, there have always been street
protests, affecting the smooth running of
the country. Polarisation between the two
groups has led to vendetta politics, where
each new administration seeks to
implicate and punish its predecessors on
charges of corruption or illegality. It has
led to a situation that all the previous
Presidents of South Korea belonging from
both conservative and liberal parties have
been either exiled (Syngman Rhee), killed
(Park Chung-hee), had jail sentences
{Chun Do-hwan, Reh Moo-hyun, Lee
Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye), charged
for cormuption (Kim Dae-jung and Moon
Jae-in} or committed suicide (Roh
Moo-hyun).

Presidency under Yoon

In March 2022, Mr. Yoon was elected as
the President of South Korea, However,

Fight an: A protecter, wearing a mask of impeached Yoon Suk Yeal, perfarms in a mack prizan during a
demonstration calling for Yoon's ouster in Seoul, on Thursday. aFF

‘his popularity ratings were very low,
hovering around 20%-30%. His
inexperience and incompetence in
paolitics became evident early in his
tenure. Rather than working on South
Korean domestic and foreign policies ina
deft, nuanced manner, he started wsing
broad strokes. Most acts and policies were
announced as 'hig moves’.

For example, he tried to reach out to
Japan despite the popular mood in South
Korea not favouring it and Japan not
making any concessions. He did not
oppose Japan releasing the Fubushima
nuclear power plant water into the sea, a
decision disapproved by over 70% of
South Koreans. He attended the annual
summit meeting of NATO which was the
first time by any South Korean leader. He
visited Ukraine and indirectly supported
it. He announced an Indo-Pacific strategy
and opted for a tit-fortat policy towards
Naorth Korea. All these ‘bold moves' were
not only disliked by liberals but also by
most of the Korean people, especially
thase who believe that South Korea isa
middle power and should not get into
great power politics. His foreign policies
strained relations with Russia and China
while allowing North Korea to strengthen
its ties with both nations.

In another "hold move’, he announced
the doubling of seats for medical
students, which were frozen for more
than a decade. His approach to targeting
Opposition leaders, combined with the
heavy-handed use of prosecutors and
police, further deepened public unease.
Meamwhile, the South Korean economy,
which was already facing problems in the
post-COVID phase, was negatively
affected. Moreover, his wife's conduct and
allegations of several cormuption matters,
including the ‘Dior bag scandal’, made
"him more unpopular.

This led to the growing unpopularity of
Mr. Yoon and his party PP In the
National Assembly elections in April 2024,
six Opposition parties secured 192 seats
out of 300 seats, which led to a huge
problem of governance under Mr. Yoon.
The Opposition started asserting against
the President’s policies, his appointments
of close friends to important positions in
government, and de aspecial

probe on charges against his wite.

What lies ahead

Mr. Yoon had no experience in dealing
with political contests, and the
Opposition’s aggressive approach in the
National Assembly after April 2024 left
him frustrated. In desperation, he
decided to declare emergency martial law
on December 3, 2024, at 10:24 p.m.,
despite reported opposition from most of
his Ministers. Mr. Yoon, along with the
Defence Minister, sent the military and
palice to various places induding the

National Assembly. He was in constant
touch with them and ordered them to
arrest several political leaders. He also
reportedly ordered that members should
nat be allowed to enter into the National
Assembly.

However, military and police officials
moved reluctantly and they were not
willing or able to stop a large number of
people gathering in front of the National
Assembly. National Assembly members
voted 190-0 against martial Law by
midnight. As per the South Korean
comstitution, a simple majority in the
300-member House may repel martial
law and the President has no choice but
to comply. Finally, at the dawn of
December 4, Mr. Yoon anmounced the
withdrawal of martial law.

‘On December 5, an impeachment
modion was brought in the National
Assembly and put up for vote on
Decemnber 7 evening,

Meanwhile, the ruling PPP was in fix
on how to respond to this crisis. Ifit
supported the impeachment motion, they
would lose the support of hardeore
comservatives, a substantial set of the
electorate, and if they opposed it, they
would lose face to the rest of the Koreans,
S0 even though most of the conservative
leaders expressed opinions against
mmartial kaw, they refrained
supporting the impeachment motion. The
PPP decided not to take part in the voting
and the motion could not get passed. As
impeachment requires the support of 200
out of 300 Assembly members, the
motion failed with only three FPP
members voting in favour.

The Oppasition decided to bring
another impeachment motion, which was
voted on December 14, Mr. Yoon declared
to be impeached by 204 votes in favour of
the motion in the National Assembly. Mr.
Yoo still stubbornly says thar he would
fighe it out in the Constitutional court of
South Korea and refused to resign.

The Constitutional court could
deliberate on the impeachment for many
momths. OFf the court's nine seats, three
are currently vacant, and a minimum of
six affirmative votes is required to validate
the impeachment. It means all present
judges must agree with the motion and
Mr. Yoon is aware that four of the siv
judges reportedly have conservative
leanings, and one was appointed by him.
Although popular pressure would be high
on judges, Mr. Yoon still hopes for his
survival.

Meanwhile, delaying tactics would
mean that the leader of the main
Oppasition party, Mr. Lee, may get a jail
sentence as the case against him for
corruption charges is scheduled to be
decided by February-March next year. Mr.
Cho, who launched a political party and
won 18 seats in the National Assembly,
was given a two year jail sentence by the
Supreme Court on December 12 and the
Oppaosition thinks that if Mr. Lee also falls,
it would be less advantageous for the
Demaocratic Party in the next Presidential
election.

The political crisis in South Korea may
get over in a few months. However, it has
laid bare the immaturity of its political
leaders and parties and the weakness of
its democratic institutions. The ray of
hope comes from the South Korean
people, who, while divided in two
opposite camps seem to agree that the
present represents an existential crisis for
its democracy. If the political crisis does
net get resolved and democratic
institutions are not strengthened, the
implications on South Korea's image
could be severe.

Sandip Kumar Mishra is Professor,
Centre for East Asian Studies, School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi
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oo Suk Yeal, & fdrmer
Prasecutor General, became
Seath Korea's Pregident in
2022 despite limited pelitical
experience. His tenure was
rarked by controversial
policies, strained foreign
redations, and deepened public
dissatisfaction.

-

Facing mounting oppasition
and governance challenges,
aon dedared martial law an
December 3, 2024, which was
swilftly repealed by the
Mational Azserbly. This mave
enraged the public and
intencified ealls for his
impeachment.

-

Althaugh an initial
impeachment motion failed
due to the ruling PPP's
abstention, a secord mation
on December 14 succesded
with 204 votes. Yoon has
refused to recign and plans to
challenge the decizian in the
Canatititianal caurt, where his
fate remaine uncertain,
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Should legislatures in India have fixed tenures?

= to seek a fresh and decisive mandate through
| PARLEY ‘ ” mid-term elections — a contingency the Bill fails
to adequately address.
e Constitution (One Hundred and Under the existing constimutional
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, framework, State Assemblies function as Could the German model of a constructive
2024, introduced in the Lok Sabha autonomous legislative bodies. This Bill vote of no-confidence help resolve political
on December 17, 2024, mandates a nlee £ alin I e mt femm e 3 stalemates?
. . seeks o alter il ndependent tenure. a
fixed five-year term for the Lok Sabha, with rucial attribute of the federal structire
Farmer State Legislature elections aligned to this cycle. i et PDTA: Such a proposal was rejected by the
Secretary 1f the Lok Sabha or any State Assembly is FILT ACHARY highdevel committee led by former President
General af the dissolved before completing its full term, Ram Math Kovind. It has also been deliberated
Lak Sabha mid-term elections will be held anly for the upon previously, but | doubt its adoption is
remainder of the five-year term. Should effectively deter these practices at this stage. feasible in India.
legislatures in India have fixed tenures? P.DUT. However, a greater concern lies in the potential
Achary and M.E. Madhavan discuss the erosion of India's identity as a federal republic, |  MRM: I don't think it is a viable option given
question in a conversation moderated by which is rooted in the autonomy of its our system. In most instances, when a ruling
# Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited EXCErpLs: legislative bodies. government loses a no-confidence motion, no
- g alternative government commands a majority
- Do fixed legislative tenures promote betber The winter session of the Parliament, in Mew Delll, AN MRM: My understanding of the Bill is that it in the Howse. This could lead to a situation
M.E. governance by reducing the disruptions of aligns the tenure of State Assemblies with where the incumbent government remains in
Madh. q lecti State Assemblies. For instance, if the Central Parliament for the first time. However, after a power but lacks the majority needed to pass
CoTounder and government collapses after three vears, fresh few electoral cycles, if a mid-term election essential bills or the budget.
president of the  PUINT. Achary: It is worth questioning whether elections will be conducted for the Lok Sabha, oceurs for Parliament, State Assemblies will
PRS Legislative  this Bill and the proposal for simultaneous polls and the newly elected legislative body will serve | continue and will not be dissolved. The U.K.'s Fixed-term Parliaments Act of
Research are mecessary at all. The claim that such a only a reduced term of two years. Therefore, 1 Recent large-scale defections in Madhya 2011, repealed in 2022, was criticised for
system will reduce electoral expenditure lacks don’t think State Assemblies are being aligned Pradesh and Karnataka, where MLAs resigned triggering constitutional crises and policy
credibility. A portion of the expenditure is with Parliament. Rather, the Bill standardises or were disqualified, triggered by-elections. paralysis. Are there lessons for India?
allocated by the Election Commission and State the timing of all elections to a common date. | However, | doubt the Bill will curb such
governments through budgetary provisions do not see any threat to federalism in this practices. A more significant concern is the MRM: The Bill is being misunderstood as
from the Centre and the States. However, the approach. dissolution of the House. If a government falls proposing fixed legislative tenures when it only
majority of election spending is incurred by The argument that simultanecus polls would | after three and a half years, mid-term elections | introduces a “maximum term”. This is different
political parties. Even if some costs are saved, it drive voters to select the same party for both will be necessary, taking an additional 4-6 from the system that existed in the UK., where
is improbable that political parties would the Centre and the State Assembly is flawed, as months. This would result in a Lok Sabha with a newly elected legislature would complete its
redirect these funds towards development or it underestimates the electorate’s intelligence. a tenure of one vear or less, which I believe is full five-year term, even if mid-term elections
infrastructure projects. More importantly, Historical examples, such as the 2004 elections undesirable. were to be held. In contrast, under the system
frequent elections enhance political in Delhi, demonstrate that voters can and do proposed by the Eill, if the government loses
accountability, compelling representatives o make distinet choices. Despite the BJP's Does the Bill adequately account for the confidence of the legislative majority,
regularly engage with the electorate, overwhelming victory at the Centre, voters litical exi ies? For i if the mid-term elections will be called, and the
elected the AAD in the State Assembly, despite ruling party splits but the breakaway newly elected legislature will then serve a
M.R. Madhavan: This Bill does not propose a both polls being held within six months of each | faction refuses to side with the Opposition. truncated tenure,
fixed term for legislatures, as it allows for wother.
mid-term elections. It ensures accountability to MRM: | believe the Bill effectively addresses PDTA: In a country like ours, political
the legislature, in line with the core tenet of the PDTA: For the first time, this Bill seeks tomake | swch contingencies. For instance, the 2013 instability is a real possibility, especially at the
i w system. By jid-te the tenure of State Assemblies contingent upon | Delhi and 2005 Bihar legislative Assembly State level. While Parliament will continue to
elections, the Bill is also in conformity with the that of Parliament. For instance, if Parliament elections resulted in hung Assemblies. In Delhi, | have its five-year tenure, States may encounter
basic structure of the Constitution. The key completes its full term while a State Assembly i the Congress, AAP, and BIP were unable to situations that necessitate mid-term elections,
change, however, is that in the event of a only in its second year, the Assembly would be arrive at a consensus and form the government. | resulting in shorter tenures for State
mid-term election, the term of the newly prematurely dissolved, with elections held The Bill resolves such deadlocks by allowing legislatures. 1 firmly believe that, despite its
elected legislature will be shorter than five concurrently with Parliament. This approach fresh elections to take place. The only flaws, the current system should be preserved.
years. Whether this improves governance is undermines the principles of federalism. Under | difference is that the newly elected legislatre The proposal for simultanecus elections risks
uncertain. However, it does not provide the the existing constitutional framework, State will serve a reduced tenure rather than the full creating unnecessary turmoil, and there is no
same stability as the 1S, presidential system, Assemblies function as autonosmous legislative five yoars. compelling rexson to pursue it at this juncture,
for instance, where the incumbent President bodies. This Bill seeks to alter their The government should instead focus on
can only be removed through impeachment. independent tenure, a crucial attribute of the PDTA: The Constitution prescribes a five-year tackling more pressing challenges that affect
federal structure. term for State Assemblies and the Lok Sabha the people.
Does aligning th f State A bl but allows for their dissolution to address
with that of the Lok Sabha compromise Could such a system discourage attempts to political exigencies. This flexibility reflects a
federalism and pose a threat to political destahbilise governments and curb practices | pragmatic approach to governance. While fixed E] E
plurality? like horse-trading? legislative tenures provide stability, the option T Ta listen ta the full intendew
to dissolbve legislatures is crucial for addressing Scan the code or go to the link
MRM: [ find the Bill symmetrical since it also PDTA: This is a novel proposal, and it is political instability. For instance, State m weaew. thehindu.com
aligns the tenure of Parliament with that of difficult to predict whether such a system can governments have often dissolved Assemblies
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In science, not knowing is ubiguitous. The problems arise when we

don't knew. or choose to overlook, where science ends and faith begins

Vasudevan Mukunth

any of us want to know how the
M SARS-CoV-2 virus originated. To

do that, right now we need w
unravel its evolution from its bat corona-
virus ancestor by sequencing the ge-
momes of animals and viruses near the
outhreak site and we need to effect Chi-
na's cooperation to check whether SARS-
CoW-2 could have ‘leaked’ from a lab.
Where the vinus came from was once sin-
gularly important because the answer
could have pointed the way to avoiding si-
milar outbreaks in future. But today,
there is good reason for this question to
take the back seat.

We don't know where or how the virus
originated. If it did in a lab, we would
have to re-examine how we regulate re-
search Facilities and their safeguards and
the manner of political oversight that
won't curtail research freedom. If the vi-
rus is au naturel, we would have to inst-
tute andfor expand pathogen surveil-
lance, eliminate wildlife trafficking, and
improve social security measures to en-
sure populations can withstand  out-
breaks without becoming distressed. But
even as these possibilities aren't equally
likely {according to scientists 1 trust), the
origin of SARS-CoV-2 is less important
than it once was because the COVID-19
pandemic caused vs to implement all
these sutcomes to varying degrees,

SARS-CoV-2 isn't special of course: it's
still difficult to conclusively say what real-
Iy happened with many things, scientifi-
cally. In 1977, a telescope in the U.5. re-
corded a signal from outer space that
remains strange to this day. We don't
have a physical explanation for the
“spooky” result of an experiment Anton
Zeilinger and co. conducted in 1998, We
lack a complete understanding of how
general anaesthesia works its magic on
the brain. Not even their makers fully
know how powerful Al models work the
way they do. No existing theory of nature
can say what happens in intervals shorter
than 10°(-43) seconds,

M
K

In fact, not knowing is ubiquitows. To
guote philosopher Nicholas Rescher, “no
one can say in advance what questions
natural science can and cannot answer.”
But science communication has taught
me not all of us can know everything un-
less we imvest considerable, perhaps
even impossible, resources. Years ago,
the philosopher Daniel Sarewitz wrote an
article that changed my relationship with
science. He argued that while we may
know ahout the Higgs boson particle and
that it gives other elementary particles
their masses, we can't truly know any of
this until we learn the complicated math-
ematics required to make sense of it. Un-
til then, we just have faith in the physi-
cists whao know. This relationship goes for
maost technical information in our lives.

Science journalists like me communi-
cate science by providing for scientists’
claims, to quote Rescher, “the backing of
a rationale that renders [their| correct-
ness evident”, but Istill dermand a consid-
erable amount of faith from readers. At
some point faith also becomes trust but
trust still isn't understanding. (This said,
the system of sanctions should they err
provides a reasonable backstop for truse
in scientists' and journalists' work.) The
general idea here is that you pick some-
ome you trust and you believe what they
say to be true. Let's call this the social
character of scientific knowled,
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. Gukeesh, wha made histery by winning the 18th Chess World Chamgplonships, arives at a felicitation functicn In Chennal, Gukesh beat Ding Liren of China inthe 1ath and final
classical game of the match to become India's second world champion after Viswanathan Anand. B, JOTHI RiMALINGAN

When people encounter a weighty
concept scientists aren't able to explain
fully, the social character becomes more
apparent than it normally is. Some peo-
ple trust impassioned scientists unwilling
to consider extra-scientific possibilities.
Some lean towards authority figures who
don't trust science to provide the answer.
Historically, people have turned to faith
in the face of the unknown. The pro-
blems arise when we dont know, or
choose to overlook, where science ends
and faith/trust begins. Then we fixate on
answers that may never matter at the ex-
pense of answers that are already useful.

mukuntir.wiithehindu oo.in

FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 20, 1974

Panels concern over Railway

Mew Delhi, Dec. 19: The Railway Convention
Committee, expressing a sense of anxdety in
regard to railway finances, has recommended
the continuance in 197576 of the existing rate
of dividend to the general revenues and a
relief of about Rs. 39 crores over the Fifth Plan

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

period in regard to capital works.

The committee's sixth report presented to
the Rajya Sabha has asked the Railways to
expedite the costing studies on "social
burdens” so that they might review the freight
structure in the light of the findings.

According to the Ministry of Railways, social
burdens were of the order to Rs. 225.44 cromes
in 197374 and out of this amount, the loss on
lovar-rated commiodities was Rs. 115.4 crores
while the losses on coaching and
unremunerative branch lines were Rs. 95
crores and Rs. 10,98 crores respectively.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 20, 1924
Leprosy relief in India

Mr. Frank Oldrieve, Secretary, British Empire
Leprosy Relief Association, in an interview with
a representative of the Associated Press, said
that the Madras Government was to be warmly
commended on the excellent beginning it has
made in opening the Lady Willingdon Leper
Settlement in Chinglepet, as this is the first
settlement to be opened by a Provincial
Government in India.
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Taxing coconut oil: Why SC said it is for eatmg, not hair care

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 19

15 COCOMUT oil an edible oil or a hair care
product for the purposes of taxation?

After the judiciary at several levels pon-
dered this question for more than 15 years,
the top court has made its decision: coconut
oil is an edible oil, and should be taxed ata
lovwwer rate. And it does not matter that co-
conut oil s sometimes sold in small packets
like persomal care products.

Edible oils currently attract a lower rate
of Goods and Services Tax (GST) {5%) than
hair care products [ 18%).

Tax on coconut oil

Before 2017, when the GST regime was
implemented, provisions of the Central
Excise Tariff Act, 1985 CET Act) were applied
to coconut oil.

After 2005, when the CET Act was
amended, coconut oil was induded under
Section [l — “Animal or Vegetable Fats and
Oils and their Oeavage Products; Prepared
Edible Fats; Animal of Vegetable Waxes™ —
and carried an excise duty of 8%,

“Preparations for use on the hair” ap-
peared under Section VI (*Products of the
Chemical or Allied Industries”) of the Act, and
carried an excise duty of 1653,

This was in line with the Harmonised
System of Nemenclature (HSN), interna-
tional taxation norms published in 1988 by
the World Customs Organization, an inter-
povernmental body representing 186 cus-
toms administrations around the world.

[n June 2009, the Central Board of Excise
and Customs under the Department of
Revenue of the Union Ministry of Finance is-
sued a circular dassifying coconut oil sold in
containers of less than 200 ml as hair il, so
it could be taxed at the higher rate of 16%.

SV SCIENCE]

HOW SCIENTISTSUSED SCOTCHTAPE
TOCREATE ULTRA-THIN DIAMOND FILM

'WHEN RICHARD Drew invented Scotch

graphite made of a single layer of car-

tapein 1930, he was looking forasimple  bon atoms.
solution to wrap Christmas presents. e
And this remains his invention’s pri- - Desirable qualities

mary use case, with sales spiking du
ing the holiday season.

But Scotch tape might have another,
potentially pathbreaking use case. A team
of scientists have managed to create films
of diamond, up to five centimetres wide
and less than a micrometre (one mil-
lionth of a metre) thick, using some sticky
tape, anarticle published on Thursday in
the journal Nature reported.

The diamond sheets produced using

Scotch tape were extremely thin while
also being smooth enough to allow for
the kind of etching technigues used to
produce silicon chips. They were also
very flexible.

The films’ “flat workable surface,

support standard micromanufacturing
techniques, and their ultra flexible na-
ture allmars rau'dlm:t rlamc stram rngl-

neering and n

Awelcome accident
The "simple, scalable and reliable
method” was discovered courtesy a
chance incident when
electrical engineer
Jing Jixiang of
the University
of Hong Kong
accidentally
peeled away a
bit of diamond
with a mis-
placed piece of
Scotch tape,
Intrigued, Jing
and his colleagues
decided to experiment

cations, whichis nutpm:ihlcwitl\tlv:ir
bully counterpart,” the article published
in Nature said. (*Scalable production of

ultraflat and ultraflexible diamond
membrane’).

Diamond is known to

possess unigue elec-

tronic propertie:

lator. At the
same time, it
also  allows

electrons of
oertain energies m
move without resist-
ance. In theory, this can

further. They first im-  Scotch tape isso translate to diamond chips
planted some nano- popularthatitisoften  beingable to be far more ef-
sized diamonds in a  usedasagenericterm  ficient than conventional
small silicon wafer, and  today. silicon chip designs.

then blew methane gas  Wikimedia Comtions But so far, creating high-
owver it at high tempera- quality, freestanding films of
tures to fiorm a continu- diamond, whichcanthen be

ous, thindiamond sheet.

The challenge was to then extract the
thin diamond layer from the silicon with-
out damaging it. For this, they cut the

fashioned into chips, has

been a challenge. This is why the latest
development is extremely pmmmng

The circular was withdrawn in October
2015 after rulings by Tribunals and courts to
the effect that “just because the retail packs
of coconut oil were in sizesof 200 ml or less,
the same could not be presumed to be meant
for use as hair oil”™,

In the GST regime, coconut il is taxed at
5%, while products under the * Preparations
for use on the hair” category
carry an 18% tax.

Case before the 5C

In 2007, central excise au-
thorities issued show-cause notices to
Madhan Agro Industries (India) Pvt Ltd, a
‘company that sold coconut oil in packets of
5ml o 2 litres, proposing mimpose a higher
tax, classifying the oil as a hair care product.

On Madhan Agro's challenge, the
Customs Excise and Service Tax Appellate
Tribunal {CESTAT ) in Chennai held that fol-
lowing the 2005 amendment to the CET Act,

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

THE SHOWDOWN in Palllamr:nt CM.‘I Umm

At
mm]tmg B R Ambedkar has spmlqglm:'d the
BJF*sembrace of India's first Law Ministerwho
angered Hindu nationalists with his attacks
on the caste system and his conversion to
Buddhism towards the end of his life.

The RSS started to imvoke Ambedkar in
thie 1980s, and the BJP's celebration of
Ambedkar inrecent decades has been driven
mainly by political expediency.

Rising in the vacuum created by an in-
creasingly weakening Congress, the BJP at-
tempted to bring all Hindu castes, including
Dialits, in the Hindutva tent,

Asitfaced challenges from assertive anti-
caste and pro-reservation movements, the
Sangh Parivar constantly reassessed and re-
defined its position on Ambedkar.

Ambedkar & Hindu nationalists

At the Depressed Classes Conference in
Bomhay on October 13, 1935, Ambedkar de-
clared that he wasbom aHindu, but he would
“naotdiein the Hindu religion”. At aconference
of Mahars —the Dalit cormmunity towhich he
belonged — the following year, Ambediar
again rattled the Hindu orthodooy by repeat-
ing his advocacy of leaving the religion.

In his 2006 paper The All-India Hindu
mhmmmmmm

EXPLAINED

coconut oil was an edible oil and not a hair
cane product. The Tribunal passed similar or-
ders in challenges involving several
Puducherry-based companies that sold co-
conut oil in small containers.

The Commissioner of Central Excise,

cler the
law in line with mtl:ma(lonal HSN norms
“cannot beignored while classifying goods”.

Italsorejected the application of the com-
mon parlance test in this case, saying the test
oould only be applied whm aprnduct isnot

Salem,¢ are the 5C.

View of the top court
In 2018, a Bench of Justices
Ranjan Gogni and R Banumathi
delivered a sphitverdict — Justice
Gogoi held that coconut oil
should be classified as edible ol regardless of
the package size; Justice Banumathi applied
the "Commean Parlance Test” and held that
coconutoil sold insmall packages is "under-

o orspeci with” un-
:Icrthl: law.

*The mere fact that coconut oil |can|..also
[be] use|d] as a cosmetic or toilet prepara-
tion, by itself, would not be sufficient to ex-
clude|it | from the ambit of ‘coconut oil” and
subject it to classification as “hair oil'\" the
court said.

Also, it said, “Small-si; T

pached in sizes of 50 ml, 100 mL 200 ml, etc.

Common parlance test

The test is employed when a good or
product can be reasonably dassified under
twao different taxing entries — the court will
seewhatuses the market and the public gen-
erally tend to associate it with.

W In May 2023, the 5C held that homeo-
pathic hair oil should be classified as a
“medicament” and taxed at a bower rate un-
der the CET Act, and should not be included
under “Cosmetic or Toilet Preparations™.

B n 2022, the 5C considered whether
anar ds) should

feature commaon to bath ‘edible oils” |and|
*hair oils”.. 'I'hcn: must be something more

toad in the market
'HallChI and must be taxed a5 such,
aBench ising Chief

o d h between them for classifica-
tion,.other than the size of the packing.”

]ustlcl:ad India Sanjiv Khanna and Justices
Sanjay Kumar and R Mahadevan held that

The court under
of Weights and Measures (Packaged
Commeodities) Rules, 1977, edible oil can be

ST POLITICS]

Ambedkar and the RSS-BJP

In his lifetime, Ambedkar was viewed with suspicion by the Hindu right. Later, political expediency forced
the BJP and RSS to reassess this position — and to instead embrace and celebrate the legacy of Babasaheb

Congress MLAs in Karnataka placed pictures of Ambedkar on their desks on
Thursday to protest Home Minister Amit Shah’s alleged insult to his memory. mm

d. ‘swark acol-

laboration of some kind, which however, did
not materialise.

bt Hindu. We condemn it because it is a
cruel and ignorant libel on Hindu laws, Hindu
culture and Hindu Dharms,” an editorial in

Thn:lugh his commentaries and artickes,  Ovganiser said in 1949,
Savarkar I1|1951 wher i
backed Ambedkar’s initial agitati in Hindu nation-
Mahad and Nashlktharargurd untouchabil- a]lsh and Congress conservatives, Ambedkar
ity was the Cabinet.

ity .'\mbcdkarwas aware of Savarkar's work
and activism in Ratnagiri district. .. At times,

histunan Keith Meadowroft :aptun:d thl:'

'Thls I'|L“W edge-exp

o denunciation of

waler to expose the diamond's edge, and
fieed some tape to the diamond. When
they peeled the tape back, a thin layer of

fora

of device designs and experimental ap-
r.\mal:lws. physicist Mete .'\tamn: of the

diamond came with it. 5 L
they dissohred the tape in a chemical so-
lution to produce a free-standing ultra-
thin diamond film.

Scientists have similarly utilised
Scotch tape to create thin materials be-
fore, including graphene, a sheet of

trol

v of C told

NewScientist. One area it could be partic-
ularly useful for is offering greater con-

I in high-end quantum devices that

use diamonds as sensors, he said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

P e s

VAURAM & BAV

11 Months + 8 Months MSP
317 JARUARY 2025

alaiain

s + 8 Month:

e aret LIVE-Dias Wade

8, o

18" DECEMBER 2024

4 Moaths
2 ARLMRY 2025

s MSP

Hinduism cause

N D Savarlar, the younger brother of for-
merHinduMahasabha presidentV' D Savarkar,
arranged a meeting bebween Ambedkar and
“woell-known Hindu religious preacher”
Masurkar Maharaj, Meadowcroft wrote. Atits
meeting in Poona a couple of months after
Ambedkar's threat tocorvert, the Mahasabha
discussed ways to tackle its Ballout.

In early 1936, the Jat Pat Todak Mandal, a
Lahore-based organisation associated with

Change in R55's position

he even ¢ him — through per- Fromits foundation in 1925, the RSS had
sonal and Iuspmndlrals— Hindu unity asits vision, bmnrunkde:a.des
fior his work. Yet, this never a  forit m Fully acoept instil 1al

political alliance and the 1951 manifesto of

Ambedkar's Scheduled Castes Federation

clearly said the party would not have any al-

liance with ‘reactionary forces' such as the
i RS

for disadvantaged grou,
While the masscunw:rslnn of nearly a
half-million Dali redkar

in 1956 was a sethack for its vision, the RSS

beincluded under“Edible Fruit and Muts™ or
"0il seeds and Oleaginous Fruits;
Miscellaneous Grains, Seeds and Fruit™ It
held that 'seeds” fall under the latter heading
becawse they are known tobe used for sow-
ingincomm
is consumed as a fresh fruit.

ing “these two great leaders dealt deadly
blows to the evil practices and conventions
prevailing in Hindu society”.

Changing political context

The change in the RS5-8]F's perception
of Ambedkar came about in the context of
the weakening of the Congress and the rise
of the palitics of identity in North India.

In 1989, V P Singh, who had rebelled
against Rajiv Gandhi, became Prime Minister
with the BJFs support.

His government took a series of steps m
recognise and honour the legacy of
Babasaheb, conferring the Bharat Ratna
posthumoushy on him, installing his portrait
inthe Central Hall of Parliament, and bring-
ing The SC/ST [ Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, Politically, the focus was on weaning
away the Congress's captive Dalit vote bank.

After coming to power in 2014, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi has repeatedly in-
woked the contributions of Ambecdkar to the
Constitution and the Republic, The BJF's elec-
n:llal SUCCESS over the past dccadl: has been

int degree toi ity toretain
and expand its core upper-caste base while
providing greater representation to Dalits,
Other Backwand Classes{ OBCs |.and Adivasis,

On Saturday, Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
told Lok Sabha that the Modi government
had given “prominence to five teerth sthals
(places of pilgrimage) relating to Dr
Ambedkar”, inchuding his birthplace, Mhow
inMadhya Pradesh, and the house in London
where he lived for some time,

A Babazaheb Ambedkar International
Memorial has come up, and the develop-
ment of Chaitya Bhoomi in Mumbai is un-
derway. “A 430-foot statue of Ambedkar is
coming upin Mumbai. Itwill be visible from
25-30 km away,” Rijiju said.

the Arya Samaj and the Hindu
cancelled Ambedkar's lecture on the
“Annihilation of Caste” following objections
from semior Hindu Mahasabha figures in
Punjab, including
had already prepared his speech, and pub-
lished it asamonograph that is considered his
maost succinct, blunt critique of caste.

‘While the Hindu Mahasabha had to ulti-
mately depute its former president B 5
Moonje for negotiations with Ambedkar in
June 1936, one Mahasabha leader had been
in touch with him throughout. V D Savarkar

S F Folof  started toinvoke Ambedkar and reach out to Almost a decade ago, during the 2015
Manipal Academy of Higher Education,  Dalits only after an incident in Tamil Madu's  Bihar Assembly election, RS5 Sarsanghchalak
iy I osaid. T heelidistrictin 1981, inwhich wndreds  Mohan Ehagwat had called for a n:'u'u:'w n[

. ofl Hind Islam. by a panel of * P
The Hindu Code Bill That same year, the Akhil Bharatiya  servers”. The statement was seen as being
The Hindu nationalists' suspicion of  Pratinidhi Sabha -’1'\E]"S] rhl: highestdeci-  damaging for the BIF — and Bhagwat was
bedkar conti after e e, quick tn course-correct and praise Ambediar
When,asl ini: Ambediar cial ¢ or ‘mon-| pamsan social  during the Sarsanghchalak’s traditional

reforms in Hindu personal law through the  thinkers™ beincl i i address. He

Hindu Code Eill, the RSS and leaders on the

inreservations, and for how long. The ABPS

Hindu right pushed back strongly. endorsed reservation for the present, and
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, co-founder of — called Fortrmndlng |t in the hlun:'
the Bharatiya Jana h— ursor to The i

Hindu

the BJP — described the Bill as a “threat to
Hinduculture”. Ina series of articles and ed-
itorials, the RS5-linked periodical Orgoniser
launched a tirade against the Bill.

“We oppose the Hindu Code Bill.._be-
cause it is a derogatory measure based on
alien and immoral principles... itis anything

Sarmagarms, or gatherings, at various places.
Ataneventin Maharashira on April 14, 1983,
the R55 marked both the birthdays of
Ambedlear and its founder K B Hedgewar. In
1990, the Sangh marked the centenary year
of Ambedkar and Dalit reformer Jyotiba
Phule, and the ABPS passed a resofution say-

with the slogan "Hindu-Hindu ek rahein,
bhed-bhaav ko nahi sahein (All Hindus must
unite, must not tolerate discrimination)”.

And on September G this year, Bhagwat
said in Magpur that reservation should con-
tinue for as long as there existed discrimina-
tion in society.

(This explainer drowes from a previous
report by Rovish Tiward that eppeared in
The Indian Express in fune 2018)

From Vishy 2013 to Gukesh 2024: Story of India’s rise as a chess power

AMIT KAMAT
MUMBAI DECEMBER 19

‘GUKESH DOMMARAJU last week became:
th: lendlan to occupy the World Chess:
ip throne since:

year sabbatical to claim the Women's World
Rapid Championship.

Before Indian youngsters like Gukesh
and Arjun Erigaisi began to challenge for the
‘top spats in the FIDE rankings, Humpy was
aconstant there. Between October 2007 and
February 2019, i fall out of the top

Nland.aﬁuu—hmcdwmml,hsthaym five in women's rmnkings even once, and

Carlsenin2013. And after Anand losthisre-  peaked at number 2, a pasition sheaccupied

match against Carlsenin 2014, for 22 months at a stretch.

no Indian grandmaster had Dironavalli too had some

‘come close to being in the moe notable results, winming bron-

towin the mast prestigious i- SPORT ze medals at the 'Wulm‘ns
il Gukesh, World C i

This does not mean, how-
ever, that Indian chess stagnated in the in-
terim decade, Far from it.

Several notable successes
Koneru Humpy and Harika Dronavalli,
the first two Indian women to become:
randmasters, were pretty successful over
the past decade.
Humpy in 2019 returned from a two-

2012, 2015, and 2017, Eacl:
then, the Women's World Championship

on offer for the top three finishers.

But beyond individual successes, what is
perhaps more notable is the fact tha(lndla
has produced

India had managed to produce only 35
grandmasters inall

Rise of the young guns
In the 2020 Chess Olympiad, a team
event, the Indian team ended up as joint

title in chess, over the last decade.
For perspective, in the 25 years since
Anand became [ndia’s first GM in 1988,

gold ‘with Russia.

Two years later, at the Chennai
Olympiad in 2022, the world got the first
real glimpse of future world-beaters like

contingent bagged the overall
Theere were also four individual gold medals,
including one for Gukesh.

Gukesh had caught the eye of the world
backin 2019 when he became the second-

Covidera,

nandhaa and
.ﬂljun now face playcrs of Carlsen's and

than they would have in a previous era.
Scmﬂltml.s:bclﬁadﬂﬂawhulcgm—

Gukesh, Praggnanandhaa, Arjun Erigaisi,
and Nihal Sarin. India finished with two

bronze medals — Gukesh latein

The success that Indian chess is enjoy-
ing at the moment is duwe to a few factors,
First, as th

Viswanathan youngest chess GM at the age of only 12 thelikes
Anand (left)wasthe  years,7 monthsand 17 days. Notabiy heose  of Vishnu Prasanna, Surya Shekhar Ganguly,
last Indian to be to GM status than Carlsen, itched tocoach-
World Chess whose career has become a yardstick for — ing early on. The current gicen generation
[ ion before modermn-day thy 1. Ewar

Gukesh D, . While Srinath has trained Arjun and
(HvishyEitheking) Becoming a chess nation Nihal Sarin in their formative years, Ramesh

guided Praggnanandhaa, Vaishali, and
Aravindh Chithambaram., Vishnu was the
man behind Gukesh becoming India's

India,

the tournament, leading to India missing
out on awell-deserved team gold medal.
Bast he more than made up for it at this
Olyrmpiad, whict com-
ing-of-age event for Indian chess as awhole.
Both the Indian open team and
women's team bagged tearn golds, and the

epaperindianexpresscom BN IR

nwms and cities that had no
real chess i Arjun Erigaisi
fior instance, comes from Warangal Thanks
to it he could i
like Srinath Narayanan, who were grand-
masters themsehves, at a very early age.
Moreover, with many tournaments be-
ing played online in the pandemic and post-

youngest

In fact, Gukesh may find himself fighting
another Indian in the 2026 world champi-
onship.As chess legend Garry Kasparov re-
cently said: “Gukesh's victory caps a phe-
nomenal year for India. Combined with
their Olympiad dominance, chess has re-
turned to its cradle and the era of “Vishy's
children’ is truly upon us!™
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

Afortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

R Sasikumnar

In Parliament, there is a battle over B R Ambedkar's legacy. Is this just about the current moment in
politics or does it represent an unease with his progressive legacy?

Don’t invoke
him selectively

Ifyouwant to venerate
Babasaheb, give credence to
his idea of the nation

ADITI NARAYANI PASWAN

JAWAHARLAL NEHRL WROTE: "Reservation..
will promate inefficiency and mediocracy” |
pr:umh:rlfllm was a reason for dran?’ng

B R Ambedkar a dignified space in the corri-
dorsof - Diel the Congress think so little
afus, the Daln.s? Did Ambcdkar n.-.wgn be-
[ h mug_-
the voice of Dalits and women?

Usually, | would abstain from airing my
views on political controversies, which will
neither further the cause of the marginalised

not lead to a constructive conversation.

ity appeasement. The Dalits and OBCs of

this country grew without the explicit sup-
port of the dominant party for the greater
part after our Independence. From initial
roadblocks to reservation inthe Constituent
Assembly to resistance towards Mandal
Commission recommendations — the
Congress has done everything possible to
dilute the affirmative action put in place by
Babasaheh, One can only imagine the plight
of Dalits had Ambediar not been the head
of the drafting committee,

In  the initial decades after
Independence, ruled by the Congress and
driven heavily by ideas and idealsof the Left,
especially the Communist binary of rich and
poor, the Congress did notsee beyond class.
Historically, the biggest vote bank of the
Congress had been the Dalits, but the party
saw them from a narrow view of class in-

Stop trying to turn
the clock back

Dalits" worship of own idols like Ambedkar
subverts the old order. For the vanguards of the
status quo, this is unthinkable

ANSHUL AV

THERE ARE ONLY a handful of gods exclu-
sive to the Dalit pant] ‘?ullr unlike the
33 crore gods |rad||Iuna yavallablr [
caste Hindus to empowwer their sanctums
and protect their faithful Itwas acroel re-
versal of the religious template, in which
worship itsell became blasphemous, So,
fiar the Dualits, it's been a hard-Fought se-
lection of their icons, coming after cen-

Inancient India, the glories of which many
invoke, there was joint sovereignty be-
tween the king and the deity over land and
its people, This: alliance, one com-
plementing the other, allowed the exclu-
sunary.wnal system bath adivine and ad-
ive sanction, One can argue that
the current regime, through its recent con-
secrations, is implicated in a similar old-
world revival. For the conquering rubers,
the deity represented the fulerum of the
relationship between the protector and
the protected: its absence would serve to
Invallddtr his tnumphallsms It mdu
emerged
rigid, the symbiosis was mnForrrd
Historically, the Dalits, the “outcastes”,
were coerced into this ancient arrange-
mient, and without ever having the benefit
of*darstan’; Looking at the deity in the eye
and seeking biessings, In fact, their mere
presence was a defilement. The search for
altemate gods continued and the 16th-cen-

perfectly

However, the ongoing
Parliament is a case of the pot calling the ket-
tle black, Paliticians, mastly from dominant

castes, are fighting over the legacy of

ibibler-rystic Ravidas, whose devo-

chunkuFuL 'I'lu:mrlalcxpcnmmthascd of

stead of understanding the realities of caste. turies of denial and dispossession, of tem-
For the Congress, it was not Dalits who ple doors being closed on their faces, The
wited Forlt.hnthrmzbjnnm[pourpcu- Daln ngs are also uniguely historicised
| ing in  ple). G f ly figures, with 3
Indian pullln:sand Dalllsl‘urmcd the lalgr! struggle and merit that would invite ad-

imiration, if not worship, fromm far beyond
the caste trenches. t's the new social com-

tional yet irreverent verses braved the

WWW.INDIANEXPRE 55.C0M

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If the public comes to see that only those without access to power centres get
punished while those close to top politicians and other power centres are
spared, their faith in the country’s legal process will evode. So will their trust in

the political parties.”

=THE KATHMANDU POST

In the House
this winter

Themes that dominated, people who made a
mark, aspeech that setarecord —anda
heartening birthday dinner

BY DEREK O'BRIEN

YOU ARE READING this on thr mnclu:ing
day of the Winter

murmured: “Listening to some of the
spccthn Frum thr'l'rwury bmrhn was
years of the Constitution or 49 years ul'thc
Emergency!” A few members spoke for
over ane hour, Messrs Modi, Shah, Rajnath
Sirgeh, Kiren Rijiju. | PMadda, and Nirmala
Sitharaman. Mallikarjun Kharge was the
only Opposition MP to speak for more
than an hour,

My favourite speech by a BIP MP: In
the government's previous term,
Binpcndm‘hdavumdmbcmculnnmur

Thuuslnsnmlu:JH‘layscslun

Five proper nouns dominated:
Commaon nouns like price rise, inflation,
rudmllsm, and um-mpluymrnt Were ox-

Forest and Climate Change
as well as Labour and Employment. Since
June 2024, the Labour and Emplayment
portfolio has been given to someone else.
Enjoyed listening to him as he referred to a

debates in this ses-

.wun But IIIsIrad onlythm PrOpET HolINS

sons: George Sum!. Gaut.am .!\dam and
Jawahartal Nehru,

In the concluding days of the session, it

was B R Ambedkar and Home Minister

it Shah who were trending, This col

by the y of Chicagn
that analysed life spans of constitutions
around the world, Quoting from the paper,
the Minister shared that 50 per cent of
Constitutions are likely to be dead by age
a0 and only 19 per cent survive until age
50, Seven per cent do not cven make it to
their second birtheday,

nist was sitting only a few seats away, on
the saml: row, l'mm whcrl: the Home
Minister was d h. Here s

Best hirthday party: Several partics are
hosted by MPs during a session of
Pdlllalﬂl:nl It was Sha:ad [Uncle) Pawar's

!

Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar... f you
had taken God's name so mary times, you
wuuld hawmlu Il'aurn hsmnlh«:s"

12. His daugh-
et I.ok Sabhl MPsmnya sulc urymcd

acos)
ok mlyralu:rmhn bt also for Pratibha
Pawvar, her mother, wlmclurthdaymsthc

next day, e

afthe Oy
1 15b's righ Jiabal \ocd

were Chief Minister (CM)

(his intervention was not picked upon the
microphone, nor was the camera on
Mallilearjun Kharge who said) “Mr Home
Minister, by what you just said it seems you
havera bigg problem with Ambediar, Why?"

18, quas:mhaun Fora:u;:lu::r-u hours,
UF[II! Bills were discussed for I[I hours,

Revanth Reddy, former Uttar Pracesh CW
Akhilesh Yadav along with spouse MP
Dirniple Yaclay, former Jamemu and Kashmie
CM Faroog Abdullah, and MPs Jaya
Bachchan, Saugata Roy, and Abhishek
Manu Singhvi. Wish more octogenarians
hadl such a positive mindset.

An (mrpt frm my speech on the

G s more

on the Consti lasted for
l?andaha.lr hours. orthu rcmallun; 15
ne-a- half hours, il

a-half hours, or mdy]ﬂ per centaf the re-
maining time? It was the Rajya Sabha
Chairman and Vice President. Did |agdecp
Dhanlear set a new record in Parliament?

Sparkling debut: Six MPs were sworm
in earlier this week. Sana Sathish Babu
(TOP), Masthan Rao Yadav Beedha (TDP),
Ryaga Krishnaiah (BJP), Rekha Sharma
(BIF), Sujeet Kumar (BJP), and Ritabrata
Bancncc[NTcl thahrata cvcngm:lwup—

dayaﬁnlmwasswumm While his party
cullcagucs took each word of the
Preamble as the theme for their speech,
he spoke on Rabindranath Tagore and
read out four stanzas from Tagore's
“Morning Song of India'. The first stanza of
thal poem  was adop‘trd by the

lmnabuuklnaluhrmg‘uI Itis aliving, breath-
gz document on the streetsof India, We are
aweek away from Christmas. There is a
Jewish bakery in Kolkata that makes debi-
cious Christmias cakee, All the 300 workers
in that Jewish bakery belong to one com-
munity. They are all Muslims. And about a
woek befone Christrmas, you see long

outside the bakery. If you go and ask the
people standing in those queues, they will
tell you their names: “Bhaskar, Reema,
Arun”. It does not matter, They are all
Ind'nns Caloe for a Chlisrian I'nl'l\‘al. made

pur

duscd Iy Hindu buyers. Come, celebrate
Christmas in Bengal next week at the
Kollata Christmas Festival. Come again at
the end of March to line up on Red Road and
watch the Eid prayers, And, mark the date,

ly as our nati lan
thnn Ritabrata's jugaf i and
English gave us goosebumps,
Marathon speeches: During the de-
bate titled “Glonous Journey of 75 Years
of the Constitution of India’, someone

April 30, 2025, Come to Digha to see the
Fasslerry i .

Thewriter is MPand leader, All ndia
Trinamoa Congress Parfiamentary Party
(Ruxjya Sabha ) Additional research;
Ayashrman Dey, Vamika Mighra

minefield of caste, mu:hdwrdw:th the
changing times. luded

Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar, They have  isation of the community. This went on fo pact between Dalits and caste Hindusthat — in the Guru Granth Sahib, But it was anly
donelittle toweed outcaste-based discrim- — the most part af our modern independent is the hallmark of Indian modernity — do  in the 20th century, when the self-affirm- LETTERS TO THE EDIT(_}R
political history. The rise of socialist move- nutdnmn.dn not mock, do not patron- ing need for community gods and heroes
|thashm:mcasmmln itself. We still hmr ments and caste-based state parties and ise us, Donot make light of a battle for the  became acute, that Ravidas got firmly en-
of a man being u ing upon simply be-  leaders gave impetus to Dalit rights, issues devotional ideals of ot hers in lhl: arro-  trenched in Dalit  consciousness. PRIORITISE FARMERS FOR GROWTH
cause he is a Dalit. In this day and age, this ~ and aspiratiuns. ganceof d relij This [ isation and democracy threw
diefies all logic, b Ambedlcar is like god el compact should not be breached. more fcons, this ime political actors in- THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Astrife  THISREFERS TO the article,'Maore money,
i i toour is like for us, The sheer The comments by Home Minister Amit - volved in both social justice and nation- oo long' (IE, December 19). Though  less problems’ (IE, December 19).
collective intelligence. The numbser of ideas and the vi- Shah in the Rajya Sabha building. Among the m.myI three farm bills \M:n: mpcalcd Ty the introd; ith tax in Indlia could
intensity with which the IN- sion Ambedkar left behind is on B R Ambedkar — notables were |agjn BP trust  be an effective measure to reduce in-
DIA bloc has raised this be- The downside of not just usehul for Dalits but which suggested a mis- Fistoey Is well witness e rose to become Deputy deficit between farmers and govern- i i 1 i
lies the fact that people in ol sl alsofor thenation, mlook be- placed search for god by oy ! Prime Minister, and B R ment is clear. Efforts of the govern-  growth, By targeting the uber-rich, the
power still do not under-  AP§ politics is  yond the Ambedkar's ardent fol- totheroughrideof  Ambediar, under whom ment to bridge this gap were inade- It ]
stand the real issues of  thatitis meant o keep  ination, I the last decade or lowwers — are, therefore,  social justice inrecent  India'sConstitution, its most quate, resulting in larmers” n.-ncmd to redistribute resources, Thcn.-w:nuc
Dalits or other marginalised the concerned s, Privne Minister Narendra highly regrettable. This memory, of those who sacred document, was Agrarian inthe { can be invested
groups. Let it be made cear hic at 1 Mudl‘s cnum in mobilising remark, and the reac- made L1w:i for e ;u'l and penned. The latter is the country, especially in Punjab, requires  health 1i ture, fostering
that we Dalits are not fight- B s b v anradaty, tinns that have foll B e equicy icon at the centre of debate. complete and inclusive solutions, rqultahlc dm:lupmrnt Cum:nlly
ing for identity, There is no dleprivation, ensuring mﬂ)mdywngdlgnny and are now being typecast those who resisted. Here were icons who Government i involved in
identity crisis for us. From  that their demands are  respect tothe Dalit discourse asapoliticalconflictbe-  While the upholders had earned their divine R&D should alse emphasise frequent dnpmpmuunalr!yhudcnsthcmdlc
Babasaheb o Babuji et hut their hones ave has been unprecedented. tween an  outraged afold socsl orders pedestals, who had had aiitieach programimes to understand  and lower-incommie groups, widening the
(Jagjivan  Ram), from e P From introducing the Nari Opposition and the de- ) e near-impossible achieve- the difficulties that farmers face, It Acancdully A waalth
Karpoori Thakur to Kanshi crushed. Il )N'}“lt'!“;'dﬂﬂ Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, fensive treasury are now being mrnu,md lnnhc' foblerw- working asa bridge betweenthemand  tax, with minimal administrative hur-
Ram, from Mayawati to allocations, }mhucul 2023, and Uniform Civil Code benches. The Home  exposed, new history the g dles and clearexemptions for productive
Ram Vilas Paswan, our  pelevance and vote-bank  inUttarakhand tothe creation Minister's press confer-  hooks also expunge caste tnl'rnmasmnc Il'anyﬁ-ng. Devendra Awasthi, Ludmow  assets, could balance the tax system.
cause stands on the shoul- fee il of panch teerth sites, the cur- ence and the Prime T " thisdivination is not merely INilesh Dubey, Amedabad
ders of glants whao do not pd“.m”d' .‘T"Itﬁ“" '_" rent regime has actualised the Minister's counter-at- - I'.tmms '",'mkr to performative, it becomes a GOOD BYE, GOOD LUCK
need any introduction, The  Dasic amenities such a5 greams and aspirations of tacking tweets, unproce- Shiekd them. Thereal — faemof itualistic insurgency el . OFF WITH THE BIAS
fight is for our dignity and  education, health and — Dalits. The level of participa- dented in their political — story is actually abouta  —atimetowboot privileges, THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Well .
recognition, opportunity, employment have tionof Dalit beaclers and politi- history, clearly indicate lingering mindset, more farce equity and compel so- played, Ashwin' (IE, December 190 tis  THIS REFERS TO the articke, In the name
and equality. ensured that the bigpest  €ans  in- a national the panic after the lapse. neivaiive and thode clal change. In the old order odd that llavurhandran Ashwin an-  of Constitution'(1E December 19), With
It was wrapped in ap- PR !ﬂt‘ party like the BJP has But the real story is I , . af kings and priests, divina- nounced retirement midway  the ongoing Constitution debates in
sement politics for the  minorityin Indiads b unparalicled not that of polarised  upsetting than wethink, o could only be affirmed through | Test series overseas  Parliament, it is imperative to reiterate
ast several decades and  Facing the same issues Amibedear is not just for politics, or the compet-— which makes remarks by its negation at its polar against Australia, Australia's captain Pt that time and again, there is something
sprinkled with dole-outs. that they did 5060 the Dialits but for amyomne whao ithve claims to social jus- auch as these endl. Dalit worshipofits own Cumimins expressed surprise at hisde-  that every parliamentarian should rake
The downside of appease- e is marginalised. We have tice = the roll-call of li ¢} M idhols not only subverts this cision too, Ashwin has been a fantastic  stock of: The original guiding principles
ment palitics is that it is years ago. mioved on from ourfight for achievernents and re- slip @l 1 dfers di fated playerall arounc, There aren't too many— of the document. The artiche also dis-
meant te keep the con- identity and existence. We criminations huelling TV alternatives, For the van- finger spinners that have the kind of  cussed the trend of blaming Jawaharlal
cerned demographic at know that no party can ig- dehates, History is well jpuards of the status quo, this longevity that he has enjoyed. He has Nehru for the imperfections present in
marginal deprivation, en- nore us now whether in witness to the rough idea is unthinkable. And far alsoboen more than handy with thehat, — the Constitution, at the expense of bring-
suring that their demands are met but their power or inopposition. Durru;ht s for aspi- rndc.-nl'su-clalpmlmn recent memory,of  boo marmy lurkk amaong us. His maturity and experience make him  ing up urgent current affairs. The article
hopes and aspirations crushed. Despite  ration, equal uppunumty and equity in thuscwhn made Lows for equi those Reading tea leaves is not necessary. the perfect motivator for other players, lncuscson cunsrituliunal murali:)- and
budget allocations, pelitical relevance and — ideation, administration, isted, Whllrthr holdersofold G like these will continue to de- including youngsters in the team.  the needfork
mc—hankpuhll:s.dnsmal cm:ns mbasu: || ducsnnmanrrwhnhnyuunllhum ial orders are now b dnew  privilege chosen icons and as a result, de- However,now that he hastakenthisde- o put partisanship aside, whllcdrbat-
health or whether you take history huultsalsn expunge caste refer- hlstunclsc tlu:ll Iuyallsts At tlu: core of cision, one wishes him the very best,  ingz This also comes at when the
ment have ensured that the biggest minority — his name once or chant it every day — if you ences in order to shield them. The real with the hope that he will volunteer o Constitution has been trampled on and
in India is facing the same issues that they  want tovenerate Rabasaheb, give credence to stary is actually about a lingering mind-  the caste system — the gmatrst hrmyal be a bowling coach for budding crick-  politicised, There is a pressing need to
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The ulﬁp‘ﬁml party in India did

everything it could to stay in power, toying
with soft Hindutva, nationalism and minor-
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Maharashtra
palice persaring
ki il rivar
the statue af

Dr. B, Ambed kar
at Sation Faad

in Parbhani after
wiobincik broke out
inthe area when
o replica of the
Canstitution

wis damaged.
WY SOMEA

The Indlan Constitution — violated

On December 11, violence broke out in Maharashtras Parbhani city after a man damaged a replica of the Constitution, a part of the statue of Dr. BR. Ambedkar, With tension still in the air,
the incldent has triggered fear amongg Dalits, following the death of a member of the community in judicial custody, which it claims was due to police brutality, reports Snehal Mutha

ust outside the two-platform Parbhani

riflwary statlon in Maharashtra's Marath-

wacki region futters the Indian national

Hlag mourted on a pole. Beyond the tea

shops selling misal pav and hotels catering to -
welbers, in front of an Art Deco building, is o st
tue of Dr, BR. Ambedkar, who headed the draft-
ing committee of the Constitution of India,
Behind the statue are more symbols of the Indian
republic: a replica of the Ashoka C that
forms the central symbaol of the natonal flag, and
the Ashoaka Pillar, the original erected in Samath,
Uttar Pradesh, where Buddha gave his first ser-
. In front i the Constitution, now covered in
ablue cloth, the colour of Ambed Scheduled
Castes Federation of India flag. From the statue,
the Doctor Line market beging, extending about
3 ke up to Gandhd Park.
Dilip Ragade, 55, who runs a newspaper stand
et tor the seatue, recills ascuffle betwiee i
and an sutorlekshaw driver between 4
pm. on December 10, “At first, 1 thought he I:.ul
pullisd something out of the autorickshaw and
thrown it on the road, Later, | realised that it was
the replica of the Constitstion. The autorickshaw
driver had confronted the man,” he siys, Soon, a
crowd of sbout 200 people gathered and the
man was thrashed, say witnesses. People ran to-
winrds the market spreading the word, and shops

The police, the District Collector, and Ambed-
learite leaders showed up and took the badly in-
Jured man to hospltal, says Ragade, The man was
arrested and the police told people that he was
Iy Ml and hid not done the damage on pur-
pose. Ambedkarites, however, were not con-
vineed. They blocked the Nandigram
at least 30 minutes, Additional Super
Police (ASP) Yashwant Kale says the train left
Parbshand statton only after the Government Radl-
wiy Police dispersed the crowd.

Thee mext day, following protests by Ambedla-
e wins stone pelting and arson, Followed
keelewn by the Parbhant police. Somnath
1shi, 35, who had come from Pune for
his law entrance examination, was
pleked up from where he was staylng,
Judicial custody a few days

Ambedkarites clalm people not from thelr
community joined the protests so the blame for
the violence would fall on them. They say the
Upolice brutality” was a reflection of how Dalits
are treated in society,

Protests of different kinds
Earlier in the day on Decembser 10, Hindu Sakal
Sarmaj, a right-wing outfit, had taken out a mor-
cha fmarch) condemning the atrocities. againse
Hindus in Bangladesh, which has a prominent
barder with India. It took place a few metres
from the Ambedkar statue where the statue of
atha king Chhatrapati Shivaji, a
atha price, i loeated. There was
nat much movement in the city during the mor-
cha, say the residents of Parbhand. Ambedlaries
clabm  several people delvered  provoeathe
8. This right-wing event combined with
atlon af the Constitution's replica an-
wered Dalits, many of whom are Ambedkar's fol-
lewiers, Around 8 pom. that night, the sdministea-
tion organised a shanti samin baithak (peaceful
meeting). Here, Ambedkarive leaders said they
would carry out o protest at five locations in
Parbhani the next day. They would also submit a
letter to the Collector putting forth their de-
rands, which included charging the man and his
‘accomplices' under the stringent Unlawful Activ-

oo

The erowd
WS Imassive:
they could
Tavee burnt
anvihing
that came in

angen
visible, and
the police

were hiding
BAF

I\ dor,
Pastitan markes

itdes (Prevention) Act, 1967, and making him un
dergo a polygraph test to fnd out the "'master-
mingd’ behind the act of vandalism. That night,
the eity went to sleep peacefully.

The following day, Ambedkarite organisations
called for o bandh, These incladed the Republi
can Sena lied by a grandsen of Ambedkar; the Re-
publican Party of India (A) led by Union Minister
of State for Soclal Justice and Empowerment
Ramedas Athawale; and the Buddhist Society of
Inclin, founded by Ambedikar himsell, who had
converted to Buddhism,

Ambedkarite groups began protests across the
elty around B wm, People gathered in groups
ranging from 200 to 1,000, Seven groups peace-
fully submitted the charter of demands to the
Collector, The police say the elghth group got dis-
ruptive, forcing its way nto the Collector's sffice,
Soon, they say, violence erupted in the market,
about 600 metres from the office. There was
stone pelitng and arson, followed by the firing of
tear gas shells, say witnesses,

A clty unsettled

Ambedkariies say the police rescted violently, A
A2year-old demonstrator says, “The police first
stopped us from reaching out to the Collector.
That Is why we agitated and some of us got on top
of the police van to rise slogans, Now, they are
lesaking for me everywhere” She has been in hid
ingg after a video featuring her protesting went vi
al. Infuriated, she says, "We agitated for someth:
s a dignified life.” She says a
wearing masks and holding Lathis had
Jodoed the protesters, “The preople of Ambedkar
Basti did not have these when they left.”

Elght FIRs were reglstered, over 200 people
booked, and 50 arrested, including minor girls
from Dalie hastix (neighbourhoods) in hani
such as Gautam Nagar, Privaclarshin Nagar, Ra-
hul Nagar, and Bhim Nagar. The police booked
people on charges of rioting, assault on public
servants, promoting enmity, and damaging pu-
lille property. “Two pollee vins, two fourwheel
ers, 18 two-wheelers, and hundreds of shops
were damaged. Nine police personnel were ine
Jured, Five women were released a day after de

51 "So far, 27 people have

on Decemnber 11, nnkrn were issued under
Section 163 of the Bharatlya Nagarik Suraksha
S preventing the assembly of five or more
people. Sockl activists and locals have eriticised
the administeation for taking a whole day to do

this. “The State Reserve Police Force (SRPF) unit
wiks stathored a few kilometres from he iin-
ol yeet the palice did not ac Afyear-okl

retailer in the area. The SEPF was deploved the
next day after 2 pam,
Vijay Wakode, an ambedkarie leader, who

Avietim af the violenoe offers prayers in frant u[smumrml Buddha and
Dr. B.R. Ambidhar at her hame In Parbhand, Maharashins, Wiy soues

died of a heart attack while protesting against the
death of Somnath, had sald the protest was
peaceful untl | pom. "Then things went haywire
and we cancelled the rally scheduled 1o be held
after the protest,” he had said, adding that people
not part of the Ambedkar movernent got mixed
I the crowd, making Ambedlarioe organksations
the scapegoat “to mmllum s

During the Mah ran Assembly's winter
session in Nagpur, the Opposition slimmed the
Mahayutl government over "poor law and order”

she was released from jail on December 12, She
works at a nearby hospital and was allegedly
thrashwed for recording a video of the police while
they were detaining vouth In Privadarshing Nagar.
“After dragging me there, they threw me in the
lock-up and slapped and kicked me. They were
teylng o retrieve iy mobile phone's password to
debete the video,” she says,

Rutuja, 20, and Poaja, 27, along with two mi-
nor sisters, aged 14 and 12, from Bhim Nagar were
ustody. “They treated ug like animals

in the State, In Chiel Minister 1
Fadnavig sald, "The government will never do
anything against the Constitution and the insult
of it will not be tolerated.”

Meanwhile, newdy appodnted Minkster and
MLA From Jintur in Parbhani Meghana Bordikar
told mediapersons that “Suryawanshi's death
was due to o heart attack”, She also defended the

police, sving, "They arrested the accused
Fmimediae
A market on edjge

One of the shops that was damaged belonged to
Kapil Chonde, 25, As news of the violenee spread,
e queckly bundled up sweaters, caps, and dark
Blasses that lay on his makeshift platform under a
tarpaulin ted between an electrie pole and bam-
oo struts, On seeing the mob rush in his divec
thon, he sought safiety in a pueca shop, but a lot of
his goods were burmt, "The crowd was masshe;
they could have burnt anything that came in ity
way, The anger was visible and the police were
hiding,” Chonde says, two days after the incident,
distraught. He estimates his loss at 240,000, He
hais tinken i loan of 260,000 and wonders how he
wlll pay it back

Several traders are grappling with the task of
assessing the extent of d Beurds were
damaged, doors bashed
and bits thrown into the gutter, The
bee estimate that property worth at least 230 lakh
wis damaged. Doctor Line has shops owned by a
varbety of trading communities from different
cthnicities and religions. lknwwl'. Kashinath
Shinde, 45, one of the owners, says, “Most shops
are of the Maratha communkty, The violence was
targeted at them as the perpetrator is a Ma X

The area around the bedkar statue has
been cordoned off with barricades, Riot Control
Police vans are stationed at the opposite end of
the road. At least 10 police personnel are de-
ployed every 300 metres, and police vans sta-
toned at every kilometre, with patrolling every
half an howr. The government also suspended In-
terret services for two days,

Rumours abound in the city, One talks about
the arrest of 0 10-year-old girl, another the custo-
dial death of 2 woman, The moment o rumour iy
spread, the shutters of shops go down. This hap
pens a coupbe of Hmes, The police announce on
loudspeakers that these claims are untrue.

Dalies trauwmatised
I Dulit setthements, people are gripped with fear
of getting ploked up by the police. Kalawant! Da-
bade, 50, a daily wage earner, says, "The police
are searching every house and taking our chil
dren” A demonstrator from Bhim Nagar says,
“We started peliing stones when the pallce re-
sorbed to lathi charge and opened tear gas, We
rrdssed our exams beeause they are looking for us
and many of us are in hiding” His body s co-
vered with black and green scars that he siys are
i result of the lathl charge, “The government hos-
pital refused to ke me g | was a riote
Vachala Manavie, i hospltalised after

1 us for belng Dalit, T could actually
e on a tribal wo-
asked us to kneel
cdclimgg that the pol-
for her first-year BA
exams, Pooja tells a aImIL story. The minor girls”
mother hins sent thiem to Nanded to mold harags.
ment by the police.

Politicians have been visiting the area follow-
ing the violence. Athawale vishted the Ambedlar
statue, garlanded it, met officials incharge of the
admindstration, and residents of Bhim Nagar. Su.
Jar Ambedkar, the greatgrandson of Ambedkar,
alse gaelanded the statue and visited Bhim Nagar.

On December 17, Prakash Ambedkar, Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi chief and Sujat’s father, posted a
video on X and wrote: "A mother of a newborn
wins brutally assaulted by the police in her house,
She had locked herself in the bathroom to save
hersell from the violence, but the police broke
tha deor down and brutally beat her up”

nd not loolk up,” x.mknluj

Conspiracy theories

The man who desecrated the Constitution §s from
Mirzapur village in Parbhand district and worked
at grocery shops in Parbhanl. His father-in-law,
who asked not to be named, says his younger son
wis the first to recelve o from the police in-
forming them about the incident. He adds that he
will secept what the law decides. “For the last
two months, he had been hospltalised in Akola
[t 2060 ki from Parbhan] and arcived in the
elty on the day of the incldent,” he . “Far the
past 16 years, he has been under treatment for
mental health issues” A doctor confirms this,

Ambedkarite organisations belleve the man
wins used. "This could be a conspiracy to create a
rift between Marathas and Dalits. The police
must probe this under the Supreme Court's ob
servation,” Bhimrao Hattinmbire, an Ambedka-
rite leader from Parbhani, says,

However, District Collector Raghunath Ga.
winle calls this a “mere colncidence™ and dismis.
ses such a possibility. "Prima facke there is no cor
relathon between the two Incldents, We are
investigating this nnk. This wias a huge but unin:
tentional mist:

Somnath's brother Premnath Suryawanshi is
now fighting for justice. His lawyer, Pawan Jond:
hale, siys Somnath had no role in the events of
December 11 and was picked up with other men

kar Nagar, where a number of Dalits

2 canmme to Parbliand from Pune w fulfil his

dream of becoming a lowyer” he says, "He did

odd jobs, from driving w labour worls, and sup-
parted his famiky.”

Vilas Kale, who calls himsell a Parbhanikar,
sits outsice a restaurant whose board was dam-
aged b the vielence. In February, during the Urs
{ddeath anniversary of a Muslim holy man) of Haz:
Swyyed Shah Turabul Hag Baba, which saw
artcipation of both Hindus and Muslims,
tensions over the mole: o of i wornan resule:
wd In stone pelting, “The Urs was cut short by
Four days citing law and order issues,” he says,
“Parbhand ks always been sensithve.”




INDIAN EXPRESS 5 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

PARLIAMENT NEEDS TO
SHUN THE SHAMEFUL
‘GRAMMAR OF ANARCHY’

HURSDAY'S unprecedented fracas on parliament

premizes over the home minkster's remarks about B R

Ambedkar was a new low in Indian democraey. It should

have been avolded at any eost. The acrimonbous face-off

between members from the ruling NDA and the oppost-
tion took an wgly turn with claims of assault from either side
of the aisle and police complaints registered against lawmak-
erson both sides. What transpired was shamefiul for the largest
demoeracy in the world, whese foundation is owed in no small
measure to Mahatma Gandhi's principle of non-violence.

The animosity between the two sides that spilled out in the
open would never have happened had the lawmakers ad-
dressed thelr differences with maturity and sat across the
table to resolve them, as is expected of them. Parliamentar-
lans, of all people, should never take the law into their own
hands. As the saying goes, what would happen to the erop if
the fenee were toeat it? The adversarial engagement between
the NDA and INDI Alliance has reduced what needed to be a
serious engagement on critical issues, bills and policies into
a binary fight between the two sides. Parliament's time is
extremely precious; for it to be sguandered inswch a sguabhble
in the sanctum sanctorum of the nation’s democracy is a
sheer waste. Whatever happens with the charges and coun-
ter-charges on MPs on the streets outside, we hope that
Thursday’s violenee would not roll over into a seuffle in par-
liament on Friday, the last day of the winter session.
Ironically, Ambedkar's reflection on the relevanes of pro-

ductive discussbon while drafting the Constitution resonates
onaday a conflict over his relevance has blown up. “The tagk
of the Drafting Committes would have been a very difficult
one if this Constituent Assembly had been merely a motley
erowd, a tessellated pavement without cement, a black stone
here and a white stone there in which each member or each
group was a law unto itsell There would have been nothing
bt chaos.” Owr lawmakers need to go back to the classroom
o learn a lesson or two in parliamentary propriety and con-
stituthonal morality Dissent is healthy for ademocracy, Parlia-
ment should give up what Babasaheb called “the grammar of
anarchy” for the sake of India’s democracy.

SRI LANKAN PRESIDENT'S
VISIT TICKS MOST BOXES

R Lankan President Anura Kurmnara Dissanayake's prom-
ise of continuity with change and saying what India
wanted to hear on security relations cught to have eased
coneerns in New Delhiabout the Marxist-leaning leader’s
new regime. For, India is dealing with a new player who
came from the fringe after the Aragalaya uprising two vears
ago and won a massive mandate through the democratic proe-
ess, pushing all established players to the sidelines. Dissanay-
ake's assurance that Sri Lanka would not be used in any man-
ner detrimental to Indian interests made national headlines,
though it was just a reiteration af its longstanding poliex

What stood apart this time was that the statement came from
a coalition that had spewed anti-India vitriol over the years,
Coming as his visit did in the wake of another regime change
in the nelghbourhood that resulted in frayed bilateral ties, the
anxbethes were st at rest by Dissanayake taking the pragmatic
middle road. He acknowledged New Delhi's proactive first re-
sponder role during any emergency, Like the 85-billion aid given
so far ever since the Covid pandemic broke the back of his
nathon’s economy, and its positive role in talks on multilateral
debt restructuring. The joint statement also spoke about an
open, safe and secure Indian Ocean region, which was read in
the context of China's territorial expansionism and the knotty
issue of berthing research ships for spying against India inSri
Lankan ports. It would be interesting to see how he nuances.
that pesition further when he visits China next month.

The implementation of the 13th Amendment to the Sci
Lankan Constitution, a fixture in past joint staterments on
Tamil rights, was missing this time since Dissanayake is
against it. Marendra Maodi, in the softest of touches on the hot-
button Tamil issue, said, “We hope that Sri Lanka will fully
implement the Constitution and will fulfil ite comm itment to
held provineial couneilelections.” On territorial violation and
overfishing, both sides agreed on a humanitarian approach by
factoring livelihood concerns and using the dispute resolution
mechanizms already in place. Most development proposals to
enhance and deepen economie and security ties took past en-
gagements forward. On balance, the Sri Lankan president
made a win-win visit, while India continues with painkiller
medication to deal with the Bangladesh migraine.

MAKE THE RIGHT CALL

VERLAYING one map on another can reveal a stark pat-
O tern. There was such a moment on Thursday when the

government shared data in the Rajya Sabha on teleden-
slty across the country The states with the lowest teledensity
are also the poorest in the country Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh all fared at least a tenth below
the national average of 85 percent. The government also as-
sured that Digital Bharat Nidhi's work of improving con-
nectivity in rural, remote and hilly areas through installa-
tion of more mobile towers—a scheme running for more
thian two decades—is going apace. What's needed is its speed-
ler expansion in the poorest districts.

VISAKHAPATNAM, FRIDAY

HE night of December 3 was
scary for South Koreans, to say
the least. The world's 12th
largest economy, which has
als0 been a vibrant democracy
in recent decades, was plunged
into a shocking crisis. In a baf-
fling move, President Yoon Suk-yeol an-
nounced emergency martial law in the
dead of the night—the first in the coun-
try inover four decades—and sent troops
to the National Assembly

Fortunately, enough number of law-
makers were able to reach parliament
and vote out the martial law in only six
hours. Whereas Yoon justified his act as
just a warning to the opposition mem-
bers who were blocking his policies and
appointments—and generally making
governance difficult—there is no doubt
that he crossed all the limits,

It may be true that after the opposition
secured 182 of the 300 seats in the Nation-
al Assembly in April 2034, Yoon was feel-
ing frustrated because he was not shle to
gt sevaral of his bills passed. But the ex-
treme step he took is largely attributad
his own autocratic way of dealing with
democratic contestations.

Y¥oon was a prosecutor before he gotan
opportunity to become presidential can-
didate from the conservative People's
Power Party in 2022. His inexperience in
demaocratic politics—which is a domain
of give-and-take, compromises and, more
importantly, tolerance for dissent—led
him to become increasingly unpopular
in South Korea. Rather than rectifying
his mistakes, he tried to run over dissent.
In foreign and domestic policy-making
too, it has been alleged that did not take
along popular opinion and has bean too
“bold" in his alignment with the West.

The declaration of martial law was,

i amove in desps i i delu-
sion. It not only shocked South Koreans,
but alsoenraged them. Soon, people took
over the streets and the National Assem-
bly proposed an impeachment motion.
The first impeachment motion, which
was voted on December 7, did not suc-
ceed as People's Power Party members
did not participate in the proceedings.
EBut the second impeachment motion was
successfully passed by the National As-
samhly & week later.

The matter has gone to the Constitu-
ticmal Court, which will decide the final
fate of Yoon in the next few months.
Meanwhile, most presidential powers
have been delegated to Prime Minister
Han Duk-soo. In all likelihood, if the Con-
stitutional Court judges are not divided
on ideological lines—their nomination is

¢ ¢ Those who want to perpetuate their power
do so through the eourts, 1 people were to

A

South Korea has clawed back maost of the economic losses
caused by the shocking declaration of martial law. Its next
president is likely to be colder to the West, warmer to China

TREMORS FROM
THE LONG NIGHT
OF DECEMBER 3

SANDIP KUMAR MISHRA
A

baing debated at present—it would be an
open-and-shut case and Yoon is poing to
ba removed from the presidential office.
After his final removal from the post,
election to choose a new president is re-
quired to be held within two months. It is
likely toherald a return of the centre-left
Democratic Party This would mean a
president who would be less inclined to
ba as unabashedly supportive of the 118
and Japan as Yoon was, and more accom-
maodative of engagement with China.
One may say that another bout of au-
thoritarian era in South Korea has been
avoided largely because of the people's
vigil and resolve, apart from the armed
forces’ cooperation. But it could also be
said that a huge damaege has been done to
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its political and economic credentials.

South Korea has experienced long pe-
rinds of authoritarian politics in the past
and was able to have s democretic sst-up
only in 1887, It earned strong democratic
credentials with the course of time, but
the declarstion of martial law revived
old memories and images. It would have
implications for domestic politics, but

y niot too much for the South Ko-
TEAN ACOTOmY:

It was never expected that the mayor
of Secul would have to release an atver-
tisement saying “Seoul is safe’ and appeal
to foreign tourists not to change their
plans of visiting the capital. It shows that
the martial law incident has affocted how
the world is viewing the country

FOR GRACE IN LEGAL EVOLUTION

HE recent decision of a nine-
judge bench of the Supreme
‘Court. in Property Owners Asso-
ciation vs Stote of Mahorashim,
‘which interprets Article 3(b) of
the Constitution, represents a
noteworthy development in the
complex and often contentious history of
property rights in India. In deciding that
not &ll private property forms part of the
“material resources of the community™
availshle for distribution by the state, the
court has sought to achieve a nuanced bal-
ance between the conflicting demands of
individugl rights and the state's obligation
to ensure economic justice for all.

The judgement. apart from exemplifying
the SC's ever evolving take on the charac-
teristics and exttent of property rights with-
in a socialist democratic republic, is a re-
flection of the changing attitude of the
ruling dispensation towsards some conflicts
that have underpinned this discourse since
the inception of our republic.

In Property Owners, the court addressed
along-standing debate over the interpreta-
tion of Article 3%h), specifically the phrase
“material resources of the community”.
The judgement carries special significance
fior its potential impact on future legisla-
tion. It refutes the interpretation that all
privately owned resources sutomatically
fallunder theambitof “material resources
of the community”, an interpretation
championed by Justice VR Krishna Tyer in
the Ramganatha Reddy case and subse-
quently followed in the Senjesy Coke case.

It clarifies that while private resources
can be considered “material resources of
the community™ in specific contexts, this
is not an sutomatic categorisation. By re-
jecting this broad interpretation, the
Court, in a way, reaffirms the importance
of individusl property rights while ac-
knowledging the state's role in regulating
respurces for the comman geod. The judge-
ment, however, also has significant impli-
cations for judicial discipline and the treat-
ment of minority opinions.

The majority judgemant by Justice DY
Chandrachud, apart from substantially di-
Iuting the power of the state to initiste land
reforms and redistribution measures in fu-
ture, has ereated considerable debate re-
garding Justice Krishna Iyer's approach fo
the phrase, which the former chief justice
has obdurately labelled &8s the Justice
Krishna Iyer Doctrine. The judgement
states that Justice Iyer's approach had been
influenced by a particular social philoso-
phy and economic ideclogy Justice Chan-
drachud opines, "The doctrinal error in the
Krishna Iyer approach was postulating &

SAAI SUDHARSAN
SATHIYAMOOTHY

rigid economic theory, which advocates for
greater state control over private resourc-
e5, 5 the exclusive hasis for constitutional
governance... & single economic theory,
which views the acquisition of private
proparty by the state as the ultimate goal,
would undermine the very fabric and prin-
ciples of our constitutional framework.”

Legal interpretation evolves with
sotiety; a new reading need not
invalidate an earlier approach.

e Justice D ¥ Chandrachud's majority
decisionin a property rights case
earlier this year did not allow that
space to Justice W R Krishina lyer's
interpretation of the subject

These comments, as noted by Justice Na-
garathna, are unwarranted and unjusti-
fied. Both her and Justice Dhulia’s opin-
ions significantly focus on and present
compelling arguments against the criti-
cism levelled at Justice Iver's approach.
The majority judgement ignores the his-
torical context of his judgements. For the
dreftars, the Constitution was an engine of
changa. Justice Iyer was a champion jurist
who viewed the Constitution as a vehicle
for social revolution. To suggest that their
approach did a "disservice™ is not only er-
romeous but also risks erasing a significant
chapter in our constitutional history

What is more troubling is what is not
found in the majority’s final judgement.
While the dissenting judgements guote in
extenso from a "proposed” judgement of
the former chief justice, where he is said to
have opined that “[the] Krishna Iyer doc-
trine does a disservice to the broad and
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flexible spiritof the Constitution,” that ob-
sarvation is curiously absent from the final
wersion. Truly, the transition towards lib-
eralisation, privatisation, and globalisa-
tion that has cocurred since the 1990s can-
not lend to the charseterisation of the
judges from the past "as doing a disservice
to the Constitution™

Legal interpretation naturally evolves
with society The transition from socialist
principles to market liberalisation repre-
sants a gradual shift in collective thinking
rather than the invalidation of earlier ap-
proaches. Harsh criticism of past judicial
philosophies risks erasing important chap-
ters of constitutional history that contrib-
uted to India's development and would he
inignorance of what Hans-Georg Gadamer
tarmed the “hermensautic circle™ —that cur

| understanding is inevitahly shaped by our

own historical consciousness.

Early 5C decisions fivouring land redis-
tribution reflected the immediate post-in-
dependence nead to address economic dis-
parities. Progressive judgments protecting
workers' rights and the expansive reading
of fundamental rights by judges in the
1970 and 1080 was influenced by the need
to protect vulnerahle sections of society

Whatever may be the case, Justice Chan-
drachud's decision marks an acceptance of
the peneral societal shift from viewing all
private property &s community resources.
And inmany ways, his tenure is 8 culmina-
tiom af the nealibersl consensus that domi-
nated India's political economy for the past
three decades. His faith in liberty, private
enterprise and globalisation is evident in
his decisions on economic matters.

He will be remembered ss & champion of
individual liberties and progressive values.
His judgements decriminalising same-sox
ralationships, on the right to privacy, and
the scope of the right to life are rightly
‘hziled as watershed moments. However, for
someone who has been deeply conscious of
his legacy, what is clear is that Justice
Chandrachud stands a5 a transitionary fig-
ure. With all his many successes, faults and
failures, he is emblematic of a neolibaral
and conservative India coming to terms
with a changed society and the false prom-
isas and pretenses that animated its past.

(Views are personal)
(somisudfarsansagmail com)

settle their own quarrels, a third party would
not be able to exercise authority over them

Mahatma
Gandhi

The economic fallout

The short-term effact of the declaration
was seen in the financial market—the
KOSPI market index, which was at 2500
on December 3, dipped to 2360 by the 9th,
the lowest in a year; the HOSDAR, simi-
lar to the Nasdaq in the I8, moved down
from 680 to 627, which was its lowest in
five years. Fortunately, after almost a
weekof downturn, both of them bounced
back to 2482 and 663 by Decernbar 12.

Meanwhile, individual investors sold
almost 8700 million worth of stocks on
the day after martial law was declared,
but the trend has gradually been re-
versed. South Korea's small businesses
reported a 80 percent fall in sales soon
after December 3, but things have since
been improving.

The country’s currency won also fell to
its Iowest level in the last two years, but
stabilised later The South Korean cen-
tral bank has been trying to maintain 13-
quidity in the market through special
repo operations, and has announced a
stock market stabilisation fund.

The finance minister had assured for-
eign investors and the international com-
munity that South Korea's economic fun-
damentals are strong, and productions as
well a5 exports are not going to be affect-
ad by the brief upheaval He suggested
that for the same reason, the country’s
credit rating must remain the same. Ina
way, he is right—around the time the im-
peachment motion passed on December
14, many of the short-term economic set-
backs were restored to pre-martisl law
levelz. However, if the impeachment is-
suedrags on inthe Constitutional Court,
it may have a deeper impeet on the econ-
omy, a5 decision making in the transition
would be largely on an ad hoe basis.

Onee Yoon is formally removed and a
new president is elected, in all probabil-
ity the transitory problems of the econo-
my will be fully overcome. However,
thongh the kow growth rate and fear of
stagnation in the econormy, visible in the
revision of the growth rate for 2025 from
23 to 2.0 percent, remains to be ad-
dressed. The country also needs to as-
sure the international community and
foreign investors thet such a political tur-
maoil would not ocour again,

It could be concluded that the impact
of the martial law and the impeachment
process—though utterly shocking—
would not have any longterm negative
affect on the country's But that
now depends, first, on the efficiency of
its judirial process.

(Vimos are personal)
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Define defamation

Ref: Defamation cases will ciog courts B0
clarity is provided (Dec 13). Defamation tases
ane being increasingly misused, burdening owr
courts and suppressing free speech. Withowt
clear legal guidelines, Frivolows cases will
continue to waste judicial resources_ It's high
time the judiciary ensueed clasity to safeguard
bath the freedom of expression and efficient
functioning of our courts.

Khushi Kumari, email

Humble Al

Retf: The Petrow difemma & Af{Dec 19). The
1983 incident serves az a chilling reminder of
the potential dangers of unchecked AL We
need to foster “hwmility” in Al, enabling it
to recognise its limitations. Safe and ethical
Al development requires a multidisciplinary
approach priositising human valves and
ensuring a future where Al serves humanity.

Disha Moni Bharali, Bengalun

Undignified spat

Ref: Modi raps Comg over demand for Shah’s
aze (Dec 19). It is guite embarmassing to

read the reports of the ongoing debate on T3
years of the Constitution in parliament. The
Comstitution has seen many amendments by
Fovernments that suceeeded in passing them.
It is disgusting to the common man when
atcusations oer it are politically motivated.
Jiji Pamicher K, Chengannur

Everyone's Ambedkar
Ref: Oppositian furns feat an gove over
Stoah remavks, seeks apology (Dec 19). 4
responsible oppasition Leader like Mallikarjun
Khasge calling 8 R Ambedkar a "Dalit her”
smachs of petty-mindedness. Ambediar was,
s, and will be respected by all Indians
cutting across caste and religious linas. Even
Bandhi and Kehro, who were at lnggerheads
with Babasaheb on so many issues, never
looked at him as anly the represzntative of a
particulas community.

at Desikan,

Adieu Ashwin

R dshwin's retirement in the middle of an
overseas tour surpeised the entime tricket
world. Here is & high-quality cricketer who has
been canstantly treated shabhily, ezpecially
on overseas tows. He deserved a better exit, a
ceremonious one at that.

Sanath Kumar T5, Thrissur

Chess academy

The Tamil Kadu governmant’s detision to
open the Bome of Chess academy under the
Sports Development Autharity of Tamil Nadu
will surely be a boon to azpirants. It will help
nurture more grandmasters from the state.

1 Selvaraj, email




HINDL
ll Friday, December 20, 3124

SCIENCE .

Never events: unacceptable failures in
implementing patient safety protocol

MNever evenis as a term was introduced in 2002 by the National Quality Forum (NOF) in the United States, It has since been adopted in the Western world, particularly in
couniries like the US, UK, and Canada, and they maintain a list of never events. They highlight the importance of preventing harm by strict adherence to a safety regime

L. Aravinda

communication gaps, contributing to

THE GIST

-

List of never events as per NHS

Narvar events are difficult to aradicatn, but efforts and a method to prevent them are critical

he concept of *‘never events'

(NE) is described broadly as

serious and largely preventable ;e

incidents that should never v’
oecur in healtheare seitings if proper
safety protocols are followed. Never
events as a term was introduced in 2002
by the National Quality Farum (NQF) in

he United States, It has since been

a:l::pu the Western world,
particularly in countries like the U8, UK.,
and Canada, and they maintain a lis.tof
never events, They highlight the
importance of preventing harm through
systemic checks, improved processes, and
strict adherence to safety protocols,

closest o these incidents, amnr:tlully
responsible for their ocourrence.

e events are praventable
Ineldenits that result in severe
patient condequences:
aperating an the wrang s ide of
the limi, insulin cverdose, or
mimatehed bloed transfusian

The Indian context
Never events as a term has not been
explicitly acknowledged or used in the
Indian context, Instead, medical v
negli is applied in medico-legal
cases and allegations of pmdtwunul
misconduct in healthcare. While never
events emphasise preventable harm
within healthcare systems, in Indis, conduct & root cause analysis,
similar incidents are categorised and and finally cover any costs
addressed under the broader legal -
tramework of medical negligence.
Medical negligence occurs when a

Wihen a never event does
accwur the healtheare prosider
shauld offer an apalogy,
prepare a formal report,

While never events might be
reduced, complete prevention

Never events Lack a universal definition Surgical Wrong site surgery healtheare provider fails to meet the s more msalrstonal than

and overlaps with terms like “sentinel T wpem'd standard of care, leading w i .
iy il rine) o Surgleal Wirong implant/prosthesis practical. Adapting the ALARP

eveniy ot ‘ericu reportable cvents’ surgical | Retained foreign abject post procedure principle offers a pragmatic
These categories generally share the L. I en Ld Thi muy involve acts of commission, framework far addressing and
theme of preventable harm resulting in Madication | H‘Hﬂm‘“ﬂﬁh streng petassium salutien such as administering incorrect minimising these Incidents
severe patient consequences such as Mexdicati of ' the wrong route medication, or cmission, like neglecting
operating on the wrong side of the limb, Ovard # Irssullin d ncarmeci davice to check for retained placenta in the
insulin overdose, or mismatched blood pra— | verdass of meth uterus after delivery. The evaluation of
transfusion, T = i negligence is based on whether the

This could lead to disability, death, or L - I:ulm—nlmum g S lows sadrdon actions align with what a competent peer
great discomfort for the patient. The | Fallure b O curtaln rally would have done under similar
broad scope of never events overshadows Genaral | Falls from poorly restricted windows circumstances.
the systemic complexities behind such General Chest o neck entrapment in hed rails Medical errors can be unintended
incidents, . = I e | ABCH ! organa mistakes arising from misjudgements,

Organisations like the National Health pro— T Misplaced naser or oro-gastric tubes such as a missed diagnosis or an incorrect
Service (NHS), Cigna, and Leapirog share L T L E treatment arising withowt deliberate
the goal of improving patient safety, but General | Scalding of patients deviation from the standard of care,
they differ in their focus on the Genaral Unintentional cennection of a patient requiring axygen to an abr flawmeter Latrogenic events are harms directly
description of never events, inancial General Undetected oesophagest intubstion caused by medical interventions.

penalties, root cause analysis learming,
and breaches of safery protocols,

Some latrogenic effects are
unavoidable and acceped as part of
treatment, such as hair loss during
chemotherapy, while others, like leaving a
surgical pad in a patient, indicate

Medical complications are
expected risks inherent (o
medical procedures. Latrogenic

factors that led to the event. Finally, any
coats incurred directly because of the
incident should be waived as a gesture of

ioms in lists across w-&tnm
(!l MEVET EVENLS VATIES BeTnss

Va
The |

organisations, For example, the United accountability and fairness, causes may overlap with negligence, Medical malocourrences are
Kingdom's NHS's updated 2021 list complications but are specifical outcomes that cannot be prevented even

includes 16 events (enlisted in the table),
while the United States recognises 29
events. This variation reflects the
complexity of healthcare as a
socio-technical system, Healthcare
imvohves numerous stakeholders and
interactions berween social, technical,
human, crganisational, economic, and
regulatory components, all shaping how
never events are defined, occur, and
addressed in the system.

What does one do after & never event?
According to the Leapfrog Group, when a
never event ocours, it is essential to take
specific steps to address the sitation in
thie aftermath of the incident. First, the
healthcare provider should offer a sincere
apology to the patient. The incident must
then be formally reported to ensure
transparency. A detailed root cause
analysis should follow to uncover the

Are never events fully preventable?
The idea of completely preventing never
events is a subject of ongoing debate and
comtention. While achieving absolute
prevention is often seen as the ultimate
poal, no consensus remaing on whether it
is practivally possible. Studies reveal that
never events persist at a rate of | o 2 per
100 incidents, with overall patient safery
incidents oocurring in 2 to 3 out of every
100 comsuliations.

Despite significant investmen
safety mechanisms and interventions, the

srsistence of these incidents in

saltheare systems shows its complexity.
Never events cannot be viewed in
isolation from the complex interplay of
sociotechnological systems,
tional dynamies, and culbural

with appropriate care, such as rib
fractures during CPR or rare
recanalisation of Eallopian tubes after
sterilsation. Differentiating these
phenomena is critical,
frequency of never events might be Medical complications are rotied
substantially reduced, the notion of their risks inherent to medical procedures that
complete prevention is more aspirational oceur despite proper care and do not
than practical. Adopting the As Low As imply negligence. Latrogenic causes may
Reasonably Practicable (ALARP) principle | overlap with complications but are
— a balanced risk management approach specifically tied to medical interventions,
~ offers a pragmatic framesork for whether acceptable or negligent. Medical
addressing and minimising these negligence represents clear failures in
incidents, Never events also have a duty. Medical maloccurrences are
problematic tendency of concentrating outcomes that, while undesirable, are not
accountability disproporti |y on table even under optimal
frontline healtheare workers. It evokes l.(ll!dlh(l!l-
strong emodional and punitive responses, (I . Arervinda is an academic and
This approach fails to account for public health physician, The views
systemic failures, such as organisational expressed are personal.
inefficiencies, poor infrastruciure, and aravindaaiimsjrioghatmail.com)

tied to medical interventions,
whether acceptable or negligent

T‘hll. complexity suggests that while the

Disability and queer health in medical
education — India under the lens

COME ON! I'M youR SANTA,
JusT CoMING TFROM DELHI,

THATs 1T |

Bindu Shajan Pera

ndia's National Medical
l Commissions (NMC)

leged non-inclusion i
medical curriculum of disabil-
ity and queer rights is at the
forefromt of & commentary
piece One step forward, two
steps back: urgent priorities to
embed disability and queer
health in medical edwcation
systems published online in
The Lancet Regional Health -
Senetheast Asia,

The commentary also notes
that an the global front, out of
the 110 Lancet Commissions,
asicke from mental health and
the Holocaust, there is no ded-
icated commission for disabili-
ty or the queer community.

In India, the mandatory in-
clusion of disability rights as
disability competencies in In-
dia’s new medical curriculum
in 2009 was highlighted as one
of the 17 lighthouse initiatives
by UN India during the S0G

A protest an International Day of
Persons with Disabilities', in Kolkata, a4

Lancet Commissions are science-
led, international, and mult .
plinary collaborations aimed at
achieving transformational
change, with a particular focus on
palicy and political action, "Their
evidence-based recommendations
provide critical data to influence
policymakers in revising health
policies, Currently, there are 1.2
lhillicn young people aged 15 to 24
years, accounting for 16% of the
global population, A similar pro-
partion (16%) of people globally
experience disability, with more
individuals joining this group ev-
ery year,” said Dr, Singh,

ward the medical establishment,
said Dr. Singh, adding that these
two groups share similar vulnera-
hilities, which contribute to health
inequities and undermine the
Apenda 2030 goal of “leaving no
one behind.” He stated that things
will only change when voices from

these two communities are part of

these Lancet Commissions.

India has the highest number of

medical colleges in the world, pro-
ducing future doctors and medical
professionals.  “Many of these
graduates also represent the lar-
gest group of international medical
professionals working in the USA
and Canada. A compassionate
e | graduate, we rsed in
the health inequities faced by val-
nerable groups, can play a crucial
robe in dismantling long-standing
structural and  attitudinal  bar-
riers,” they explain,

Educating future medics
Co-author of the commentary Ro-
hin Bhatt, wheo is also a human

rights lawyer, argues that both of

themselves, but also so that the
doctors see these patients not as a
collective of symptoms but as full
humans in their own right” he
said,

The paper adds that it is impor-
tant to recognise that amidst a va-
riety of factors that perpetuate in-
equality, non-dinclusive linguage
Warrants attention.

“Prioritising inclusive language
— clear, consistent, and respectful
- recognises diversity, It shouldn't
b bt to minorities to advocate for
this hut should be everyone's res-
ility, especially policymak-
ers,” said the

In India, t Nall(mal Medical
Commission in its preamble em-
phasises improving aceess o qual-
ity, affordable medical education,
promoting equitable healthcare,
encouraging community  health
perspectives, and enforcing high
ethical standards in medical ser-
wvices that are flexible,

“The circumstances in India
are, however, not just a dereliction
of the duty of the NMC but also, ar-

mid-puint review. India has among the highest ve been marginal- | guably, an action that is ultra vires
number of road accident fatalities the parent legislation and thus, ex

Hampers human rights worldwide (as of 2022); additional | have borne the brunt of discrimi- | facie illegal,” states the paper,

Explaining why exclusion will | ly, it is recognised as the "diabetes | nation and marginalisaiion in

continue to hamper human | capital of the world,” where com- | healthcare settings. So, when the

rights one of the authors of the Plical:i(mei such as gangrene, limb | doctors of tomorrow are educated, For feedback and

commentary, Satendra Singh oss, and ocular conditions contri- | it is essential that they do not re- suggestions

from the Department of I’hy— Iute to disability. peat the mistakes of their prede- for ‘Seience), please write to

siology, University College of Also historically, both the dis- | cessors and ensure that disabled sclence@thehindu.co.dn with

Medical Sciences & GTB Hos-
pital, University of Delhi, said

ability and transgender communi-
ties have experienced mistrust o

and queer patients are not de-
prived of the right t advocate for

the subject “Dally page’
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Dealing with
the Dragon

India-China ties show progress, but Delhi must
not lose sight of Beijing’s border ambitions

meeting of the Special Representatives for the
ndia-China border issue produced signs ol
incremental progress in addressing the fallout of
the four-year military standoff on the Lineof
Actual Control (LAC) and restoring bilateral relations to
an even keel. The Special Represenmtives, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval and China's foreign minister
Wang Yl discussed cross-border cooperation, including
the resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and
border trade. The focus was on ensuring peace at the
disputed border and learning from the events of 2020
when a bloody clash at Galwan Valleytook ties to thelr
lowestebbyin six decades. Therewas alsoemphasison a
“faair, reasonable and mutually acceptable framework™
for resolving the boundary question. All of this follows
the earfier progress on disengagement of forces and
border management, and these moves must continue.
However, the difference in language and emphasis in
the official statements of the twosides after the meeting
suggests that peacebuild ing remains a work in progress.
Though the Special Representatives met early on
Wednesday, the readouts came late in the night,
pointing to a possible lackof agreement on a joint
statement. The Indian side made noreference
whatsoever toa “six-point consensus” that the Chinese
side claimed was reached during the @lks. The Chinese
side, once again, made a pointed mention of its desire o
see the border issue beingseparated from the overall
retationship, The two sides now must address the
thomy issues of de-escalation and restoration of the
status quo, and dadde on the need for new confidence-

building me e Chinese actions in 2020
bmugh:mmqueshunthembllmrd'mungturder
RIEHETY d comy WIS,

Besides, as this newspaper reported on Thursday,
China is building infrastructure and villagesin territory
traditionally seen as part of Bhutan, and close to the
strategic Siligur Corridor. If proofwas needed about
China not scaling down its military presence along the
LAC, it has come in the form of an annual report from
the USdepartment of defense, which speaks of Bedjing
maintaining roopnumbersand ramping up
infrastructure and facilities in the area opposite
Ladalkh. Most experts believe these activities are part
of China’s plan to create a new reality on the ground
by steadily nibbling awayat disputed territories.

New Delhi must keepall these factors in mind and not
lower its guard on border developments, including
Bhutan's ties with China while striving 1o make
progress in s relations with Beljing,

Oscars are no yardstick
to judge Indian cinema

he failure of Laapatos Ladies to make it tothe Best
TlnmmrmIqum shortlistat the Oscars

means that this prize willcontinue to elude Indian
cinema. The International Feature category claims to
feature the finest from outside Hollywood and the
absence of winners from India — only four have made
the long list— should not be seen as a reflection of the
qualityof films from India.

Itis not surprising that Laapatea Ladies missed the
bus. [tis asensitive and layered comedy about the status.
of women in the Hindi heartkand and how aspirations
are changing gender relations in rural India, bur it
arguably lacks the grand eur and thematicand
emotional universality to rock global screens. An Oscar
nomination/win does carry more heft than a prize from
Cannes, Berlin, Venice, Locarnoor our own Goa
International Film Festival of India (IFFT) because the
Oscars represent thesoft power of America and are
backed by the commercial muscle of Hollywood, But
Inclia's cinema (Bollywood to regiomal language film
industries) has aesthetic and commercial autonomy
andagency that. fortunately, allows its filmmakers to
stay rooted and tell stories that reflect the local realities,

Some such cinema does appeal to foreign audiences.
Iis said Raj Kapoor's popularity in the USSR was
rivalled only by Jawaharial Nehru. In recentyears,
Rajinikanth flicks have been toasted in countries as
differentas Japan and Germany. Tobe sure, Indian art
housecinema has always had its moments globally (the
Honorary Academy Award for Satyajit Ray in 1992, and,
mare recently, aGrand Prix at Cannes for All We
Imagine as Light, the entry many thought should have
gone to the Oscars. And, of course, Indian artists such as
Bhanu Athaiva, AR Rahman, Gulzar, Rasul Poolutty,
MM Keeravani, and Chandra Bose have won Oscars for
their work in non-Indian productions. Give it time.

Before targeting the
US's two neighbours
and rival China, Donald
Trump should bear in
mind that there will be
no winners in this war

erely weeks belore
his inauguration as
the United States [US)
President for a see-
ond term, Donald
Trump  snnounced
that be would implensent his cam-
puign promise of raising tarilTs
Immediately after assuming charge.
In two posts on his social media plat-
form Truth Sacial, Trumpstated that
he would *sign all necessary docu-
ments tocharge Mexico and Canada
2 25% Tariff on ALL products coming
into the United States, and its ridicu-
tous Opsen Borders”. He added, “This
Tarkil will remmadn (neffect unil such
uime s Drugs, in particular Fentanyl,
and all IWegal Allens stop this Inva-
slon of our Country!™ Trump also
acoused Beljing of nod taking strong
enough action o stop the Now of
illicin drags into the US, stating ths
the US “will be charging China an
aclditional Ok Taridl, above any addi-
tomal Tariifs, on all of their many
products” imporied by the U5,
Through these anrouncements,
the presiden t-elect targeted bwo sets
of problems affecting the US he has
cons|stently highlighted — the flow of
illegal migrants and the opioid crisis.

makmg of a trade war |

The former {ssue was among the cen-
tral planks of Trumip's clection cam-
paign, while the latter was abso given
cm’f’drrulﬂuspm:. Orwer the past sev-
eral years, the opiotd crisis emerged
as a major probéem for the USdue 1o

rise in the number of deaths
[ram averdose, according to the
US Drug Enforcement Adminlstra-
oo, Sym Ueetie oplodds, Inchuding fen-
tanyl legally produced in China,
contributed Lo the spurt in opbeid
deaihs over the past decade.

Trump's announcement (s his
unigue wary of using uniiternl mens-
ures o force targebed countrics to full
i lise with his agenda, But it raises
two sets of questions. One, would the
Trump tariffs sufficlently
disrupt the exports of the
three countries to the US,
forcing their governments
to clamp down on (llegal
Immigration and rrafficking
of {llicit drugs? Two, if the
US aots wnilaterally, as the o
president-elect has pro-
posed, wouldn't the sarget
countries retaliste, setung
off & trade war?

Trade data shows that the Trump
tariffs oould signl Beantly alfect over-
all exports of Canada and Mexico 1o
the US, as the two North American
couptries are  overwhelmingly
dependent on their neighbour for
their export business. In 2023,
Canpdw's dependence was 78%, and
Mexico’s was almost &0%. Interest-
ingly, both countries have becaime
more dependent on the US after
Trump renegotiated the Morth Amer-

Biswajit
har

icom Free Trade Agreement in 2018,
replacing it with the United States-
Mexioo-Canada Agreement.
Sectoral trade data provides a bet-
ter view of the extent of Canada and
Mexico's 5 nidence on the US mar-
ket. Several major manufaciuring
=ClOTs o{Ca.nad.n inchuding rans-
port exuipment and metal fabrc-
than, rely heavdly on the US market,
accaunting lor morethan W% of wel
exports. Mexboo's largest manufac-
iuring sectors are almost as depend-
ent o the US market, In 2023, more
tham 93% of Mexico's garment
exports and 9% of clectrical and
electronics exports ended up neross
the country's northern border, And
3% of Mexieo's automobdle
inddustry expors, which have
emerged as oneof the lasgest
globally, were b the US,
On the other hand,
China's exports would be
much less impacied by the
Trump tarifls. Although the
US has remalned its largest
expor market, China's lrge
presence In almest all
regions never made it oo dependent
on & single country'smarket. The US
accounted for over 2% of China's
exports in the carly years of the mil-
lennium, bul since the 2008 ¢co-
moamie recession, this figure stood at
17-19% However, after the Covid pan-
demic, China’s exporis to the US
declined further to belaw 15% of the
total in 2023, This is the lowest level
sinee 1993, the early phaseof China's
forays (nio the global economy.
Unlike the US's twio neighbs

Trade data shaws muu'rrmplulmm ilgnl'u'mu_r ﬂ'l'tﬁd‘\'tﬂll
exporis of Cansda and Mexdeo Lo the US,

miomee of the magor manulacturing sec-
tors of the Chinese econoiniy are oo
dependent oo the world's largest
cconomy, In fact, relatively more
technologically-dnienslve  sectors,
especially electronles and other
machinery producers exported only
around 15% of their total cxports to
the US in 2023 Pharmaceutical and
organic chermicals producers did sim-
larky. Om the other hand, the automeo-
bile industry, which isalready being
targeted by the Joe Biden adminisora-
tion using high tarills, exported less
than 1% tothe US in 2023,

Political keaderships of the targeted
couniries have responded io the
threat of Trump tarfls in varied
wys. Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudean and Mexican Presldent
Claudia Sheinbaum contacted the LIS
President-dlect immediately Lo stave
off the lmumedinte ceonomlc turmoll
ther countries could face f the il
wiere imposed. Sheinbaum souncled a
note of warning in her response: “If
there are US wmrills, Mexios would
also raise tar{fis”, This was a chear sig-
nil that her government could take
retalistory actions sgainst its largest
trade partner. Trudesu made iniinl
effarts 10 negotiate with Donald
Trump, but premiers of Britsh
Cok

shiia and Omtario have spoken of

stromger Canadian responses such s
Imposing retaliatory tarfTs and cut-
ting ol electriciy exparts ko seme US
sLates,

Ching, on theoiher hand, is a study
In contrast, While thire has been o
official response thus far on the
measures it could adopt o counter
Trumjp tagiffs, a few voices from the
policy eommunity have provided
some indicatlons of China's likely
response, For instance, a former head
of the People’s Bank of China argued
tht Beijing miy be foroed o retalioge
to “give the public an aceount™ of
what s being done In response.

Trump seems o have made it a
habit to threaten the impaosition of
higher mriffs on countries he feels
are acting agalnst his plans of “mak-
Ing America grean again”, However,
reactlons from the three countrics
suggest that the US's unilaieral
wethons will be retalisted against,
making trade war a distinct possibil-
ity.

Before he signs the exccutive
orders authorising tarifl hikes,
Trump will do well to recognise that
in o trade war, there are no winners,

Bigwaiir Dhor 5 dissinguished profiesor,
Cauncil for Sncinl Develspment,
Tihe views expressed are permnal

Five principles integral to
better schooling systems

School of Economics says that

China's manufacturing nnd produc-
tivity leag is rooted in more than 40% of its
youlh pursaing vocational cducation in the
19808, as compared o India's 1% B Sekhar's
recent ana fysis for the Public Report on Sec-
ondurf; Educution (PROSE) stucy, based on

oldd datn from the National Sample
Survey and the Narional Family Health Sur-
vey, also highlights the large gaps in access
and guality in secondary/vocational educa:
tiom, The PROSE study s a serious cffort to
understand how India’s education and skil-
ling; system can contribuse 1o higher produc-
tivity and higher wages of dignity.

T?;t moat damning stalisic on the negloot
of primary education in Incia in the first [our
decades of freedom cones from the 42nd
round of the Notional Sample Survey
(1986-87), which found G23% af
apged six-plus feimales in niral India
never enrodled ina primary school,
Surely, a fow high-quality higher
education institutions can't make
up for Indin's neglect of primary
education,

Why has India’s schoaling sys-
tem nat done bewer? Lucy Crehan,
a British school teacher whowrote
aboul five high-sooring countries in
the learning-outcome benchmark Pro-
gramme for International Student Assess-
ment (PISA) west. provides some answers,
Crehan says that in Finland, Singapore,
Japan, Canada, and Shanghai (China), five
principles explain Wigh -performing. equita-
ble schooling.

Principle | = Get children ready for formal
learming Desplie India's cducation policy
recognsing the need 1o prepare the country's
children for formal leaming. investments
have not kept pace. The Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) that enguges
the eganvadi sevike and helper for children
aged zero-gle years for four te six hours a day
(amgmnwadi sevikas are paid s monthly hon-
orarium that is less than minimum wige,
and therefore longger working hours are vir-
tually raled oun) is seen as the point for
readying children for formal learning. Unfor-
tunately. its coverage is not universal, and
curricula are often not fully aligned with
those of schooks. Finland does not teach amy-
thing (1l age seven as childeen till thar age
group only play and learn,

The teacher-pupd ratio [n Finnish schools
s mmuch kower and the teachers are ralned o
keep academnics oul as they promoete the
comimunication skills of chikdren and leam-
ing by dodng, ICDS, in India, has ended upas
more ol a hot-cooked-meal centre, The new
Notional Education Policy (NEP) irles o
hring preschool closer to formal school, both
physically and pedagogically, We will need to
raise o cadre of well-tmined numery eachers

study recently published by the
AWarld Inequality Lab at the Paris

CUHIIICLI L\-i ITMUST
HAVEOPPORTUNITIES FOR

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT OF
TEACHING AND LEARNING
METHODS THA PECT
LOCALCONT

Amarjeet
SInIJ'n

wiho make learning happen without burden.

Principie 2 = Design cierricicly concepis for
mastery (il conntest for morivation): Crehan,
being a teacher bersell, identifies the follow-
g s n good nationalprovincial curriculum
— minimal (focusing on fewer topics, butin
greater depeh), high-bevel {clenr om what con-
copis and skills are required without pre-
seribing context or peclagogy), snd ordered
forganigng conoepts in @ bogical order, hased
on research inta how children learn). An
over-defined curriculum framework often
takes away the autonomy of the schoal ar the
teacher, While there is a case for a common
curriculum, it must have riunities for
developmonlnl’ Imcnms and lesm ingg mesh-
ods that respect local contextis. In India,
while there are many assessment boands,
there s stll a need w have a standardised
curriculum that allows large-scale local
experimentation,

Principle 3 - Suppart children in
taking on challenges, rather dhan
making concessfons All school sys-
tems that perform well in PISA
never give up on any student, The
system i geared to ensuring o basic
level of proficency. No dilution of
standards s ever antempted to
improve school results. Singapore is
an exception, strting “streaming
wvery early”. In the other high-per-
forming jurisdictions, the vocational and
academic pursuits are organically linked,
and the progression is smoath, There is
enough evidence to sugeest Lhat sireaming
for vocational very carly may lead 1o comproe
milsis Orlalilllllligand productiviey,

Redusdng pass marks (s clearty not the way
o buld a successiul school system. Children
from underprivileged homes need even
greater kenrning and Mnancial support. Low-
ering standards lonly o way of plying with
the students’ carcers. There must also be a
robust system of teacher performance
assessiment and accountability,

Principle 4 - Treat teachers as profesion-
alx This is whene each of the five well-per-
forming regions invests a lot. The profes-
stonal development of the teacher is central
1o the schooling process.

India has serious challenges in the govemn-
ance environment of the eacher develop-
meni process. Despite efforts of the National
Councilof Teacher Education, the teachers
betng readied for the school system are nod
adequately equipped in most cases, For India
o match China, we need 1o overhaul the
weacher development system, Improve the
service condition of teachers, and make
teachers sockally respected far more than
present.,

Principle 5 = Combing school accouwniahility
with sehool support: School Inspector raj is
no way to improve schools; teachors need
support toremove deficin that compromise
learning in schools. Decentralised commu-
nily aetion with adequate untied resources
will empower local inftdatives of teachers at
the school level, India has a long way togo to
develop goad quality schooling from below,
The FROSE study hopes to provide answers
v iy of the sehool ing and skilling challen-
ges From the perspective of households, s-
dents, teachers and instructors,

Amarjed Sha L senior fellow ar

Cenere for Social and Economic Progress,
coordinating the wark of the PROSE study,
The visws expressal are personal.
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Power shifts in China’s
defence establishment

atrife. Recently, China's delence min-

istry announced the suspensicn of
Central Miliary Commisaion (CMO) member
Admiral Miao Hua for serious disciplinary
violations. This decision coincided with
meports that defence minister Dang Jun may
alyo be under investigation for corruption.

Hisrorically, public presence has served as
an Indicator of an offlclal’s s fety from oor-
mpion-related allegations in China, For
iinstance, before their dismissals, former offi-
cials like foreign minister Qin Gang and
deflence minister Li Shangfu had notable
absences from Publlc life. before there was
confirmation of sction being taken against
them, Here, it is worth noting that Dong was
last seen attending the Second Symposium
o Security Sluation in the Gull of Guinea
on December 5, Moreover, rumours o a
probe agalnst him were dismissed by foreign
minlsiry spokesperson Moo Ning.
Despite this, recent developments
indicate o broader crisis within
Chinw's delence npparatus.

The past twoyenrs have seen sig-
mificant upheaval in the People’s
Liberation Army, with numerous
high-ranking officials from various
branches facing investigations for
misconduct, Li Shanghi's cormip-
tien scandal was linked w his ren-
wreas head of the Eguipment Development
Department (EDD). Now, it appears that fac-
tiomal struggles within the CMC are at play,
with more dispensable officials continuing
no be targeted. In China's clientelistle Lenin-
st Pary-State system, power politics at the
highest bevels often takes place through the

here are signs that the Chinese mili-
I tary s facing slgnificant internal

Anushka
Saxena

with Mlao's suspension, Dong's posiion
does seem

‘What further w‘.lumdumh 1his theary
of fuctional infighting st the highest bevels is
the series of actions laken against officials
such os Lin Xiangyang, current Communder
of the PLA Esstern Theatre Command, as
weell ns Wang Xiubin, former Commander of
the Southern Theatre Commuancl, Ming,

, Lin, ond Wang are all interconnected
through thelr historical tes o Fujian prov-
ince, forming what some analysts refer was
a “Fujian gang” in the military, led by CMCs
thind-in-command He Weidong. This fction
i countered by “Shaani gang.” led by CMC
second-in-command Zhang Youxka,

Given that Li Shangfu was a protégé of
Zhang Youxia, he must have faced quite a
setback from his purge. Now, two other criti-
cal members of the so-called “Shaanxd gang”
remain in the CMC, The first, is Zhang
Shengmin, a key figure who oversecs ant-
corruptbon efforts within the CMC,
His background in the Rocket Foroe
aligns him with other PLARF lend-
ers who have faced seruting
recently. The other is He Hongjun,
who, in July 2024, becarme an exec
utive deputy director of the CMC
Political Work Depantment. His
rpid promotion from major gen-
eral 1o general, in just 11 years,
reflects Thang's influence and sug-
gests that if Miao were to be replaced. He
could be a likely candidate. He's appoint-
ment is also more beneficial to Xi himself,
given that Miao meay have been appoinied o
the CMC by XI, but did not owe his rise
through the ranks to the chairman. He
Hongjun, on the other hand, was assigned an

targeting of a competitors & ool
patronage, revealing hidden skeletons in
thelr closets to either achleve acquiscence
or elimination.

‘When Dong was promoted o the post ol
defence minlsier in December 2023, he was
the first from the navy to asswme the post,
Domg was expected o step up 1o acoclermte
combat prepanedn ess in hostile naval thea:
tres. But from the perspective of the intemal
dectslon-making hierarchy, his role was pri-
marily public-facing, This is par for the
courst in the Chinese system. However,
Doy has not enj substantive authority,
Despite being in the position for a year, he
hais been excluded from the CMC. Bath his
purged predecessors, Li Shangfu and Wei
Fenghe, were members of the CMC, Dong's
exclusion is likely indicative of resistance
among fscthonal opyponents up che hierncly,

His appointmen L nevertheless, was seen
as an extension of Miao's suthority, Now

clusive billet of excoutive deputy divector

XL

The Fall of ligumes like L1, Mino and poten-
tially Dong, does not indicate weakness in
Xi's position. He continues o stay above fac
thonal siruggles for the moment. But it does
reveal potential instability within Xi's inner
circle, And ¥ close confidantes ke Mino, or
even He Weidong and Zhang Youxin ane
puirged, it could signify a deeper crisis affec-
ing military coheslon and |eyalry,

‘While Xi's anti-corruption campaign aims
to consolidate power and ensure loyaly
within the PLA, it has inadvertently ex,
factional divides that threaten stability. As
i esedsmnmicq unfold, Xi faces challenges
that extend beyond mere inefficiency orcor-
ruption.

Anushia Savena is sagff research analyss,
The Takshashily Instiiwtion,
T views expressed are persaial
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IN THE LIMELIGHT

Film maker {right| Goutam Ghose with Marco Leonand . SPECIAL ARRAKGEMENT

In Parikrama, Goutam Ghose probes the
human and spiritual cost of development

The Indo-ltalian production that had its Asia premiere at the 30th Kolkata International Film Festiv;

that Indigenous people and pilgrims face because of bigticket dam projects on the mighty Narmada

Anuj Kumar

estiny and development

paolitics delicately come

together in Goutam Ghose's

latest work of art, depicting
the threat to human settlements and the
emvironment from big-ticket dam projects
in the Marmada basin, Long in the works,
the film has come when big dams are
being discouraged worldwide because of
socio-economic and environmental
conoemns.

At the outset, the Indo-ltalian
production appears like a venture to sell
the serene Narmada valley to the Italians
who histarically love to travel and explore
the cultural diversity of India. However, as
the narrative takes shape, Ghose, one of
the vanguards of the Parallel Cinema
movement in India, displays how the
lightness of touch can be a subversive
device, reviving memories of the days of
the New Wave when projects co-funded
by the State didn’t shy away from
speaking truth to power.

Layered contradictions

Mounted like a picturesque canvas,
Parikrrma carries the contradictions of
tradition and technology, growth and
development in its layers. The story
follows Alessandro or Alex (Marco
Leonardi), a conscientious Italian
filmmaker who makes films on
emvironmental displacement. He is keen
on making a documentary on the pilgrims

that circumambulate the Narmada but
discovers that because of multiple dams
that have come up on its vast course, the
sacred river and the pilgrimage are fas
losing their character. With the change in
physical dimensions, the landmarks have
become unrecognisable and the comfort
of hospitality has submerged with the
villages forcing pilgrims to
circumambulate the stagnant waters of
the lakes along the way.

Asingle father, Alex leaves his son
Francesco (Emanuele Esposito) behind
with his grandmother in the
Mediterranean country to explore the
journey of the mighty Narmada into the
Arabian Sea.

In India, he is joined by Rupa
(Chitrangada Singh), a social worker in
the field of child welfare who is battling
her own demons. Keen to find a voice for
the film, Alex comes across Lala {Aryan
Badkul), a street-smart teenager selling
curios on the banks of the river. As the
twor develop an enduring bond, the
otherwise ehullient Lala narrates the
tragic backstory of how his village got
submerged in the river because of a dam
project. Only an unhinged man in the
village dare speak against the
development and a child is left to tell the
tale of the devastation of his family life.
Through the eyes of a child, the flm
reflects on how the Sardar Sarovar Project
built to dam the Narmada has swallowed
fertile lands, archaeobogical sites, and
places of worship lemving devastated

dreams in its wake.

Simultanecusly, the film also eritiques
the Western gaze on India and feels like a
poetic follow-up piece to Roberto
Rossellini's ethnographic docu-fction
Matri Bhugmi (1959). In the Italian master’s
picturesque depiction ol I\t.hruwan India,
the narrator Dev
safety from floods at the then-upcoming
Hirakud Dam on Mahanadi. Six decades
later, Lala loses his land, livelihood, and
possibly hope because another
manstrous concrete structure has
emerged in the middle of Narmada, And if
you look closely, a portrait of Nehru,
covered with years of dust, hangs in 2
government office where the officer
refuses to provide compensation without

i That Yesterday's solution could be
oblem, that progress could be
hines through as the narrative
akes our emotional reservoir swell.

For Marco, who emerged as a teenage
star with Cinema Paradiso (1988),
Parikrama is a cinematic
circumambulation of sorts as three
decades after playing the teenaged Toto in
the Italian classic, he gets an opportunity
to be an .-\Jlm:lo t'r.ll the doughty Lala.
Like Rabind h Tagore's Kabuliwal
Alex, a lnr\:lgnr_'r travelling for I.um:nam
sees the reflection of his motherless son
in Lala who has lost his motherland.

“Intertwined lives'
The film has an interesting phirase for this
band: humra naseet four fateh. 1t not only

al calls attention to the adverse consequences

explains how the marginalised surrender
to their fate, but also, how our lives seem
to be intertwined. This twinning of
destinies comes through the background
score as well when Ghose interpolates
Orperatic music in the scenes depicting
environmental displacement around
Narmada, When Alex gets enraged with
giant structures protruding out of the
river that have killed the sacred
confluence of Cauvery and Narmada, he
refers to Atlantis, the fictional island in
Plato’s work that was lost to the world
because of human hubris. Ghose's incisive
gaze links it to the revelry in the water
parks where consumers perhaps don’t
process the price Indigenous tribes have
paid for their giant wheels of
entertaimment to revalve,

Impeded by the pandemic, the impact
of certain scenes is not fully realised and
the conversations between Alex and Rupa
tend to drag. Aryan has an unmistakable
charm and flair for performance but, his
enthusiasm, at times, leaves an
impression as if he is in a summer
workshop.

Ghose doesn't give up on his quest
though and even submits his point of
view to scrutiny. Rupa questions Alex’s
morality for milking Lala's heart-rending
story for his project and wonders whether
his gaze is voyeuristic. The same question
could be asked of Ghose, Parikrama takes
a few extra rounds to avoid easy answers
but the question it raises keaves you
numb.
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Please send in your answers ta
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.n

With 2024 coming to an end, dictionaries and round-up articles have reviewed the year
in words. A quiz on some of the words, phrases, terms that became popular this year

Abhinaya K

QUESTION 1
Ifthe Barbenhimer phenomenan | b

defined the summer of 2023, this | QUESTION 3

This waord is the name of a titular
character from a children's book but
Means somet "Iﬂs else in the context of
the econedry. Mame the ward.

wond was the twne of the season
this year. Inspired by the
namesake album of a popular
artist, the word became a trand,
an aesthetic, and also was part of
the U.5. Presidential campaign.
Identify the word.

r

what somesne wants even though it is
not praper, good, or reasonable”.

[ Identify the word that was also very
popular during the elections.

QUESTION &
Is & new word used to

Questions and Answers to the previous day's dally guiz: 1L Who
wis Ashwin's opponent in his Test debut? Ans: West indles

2. Achwin was part of twe ICC toumamentwinning Indian teams.
Ang: 2011 10C Werld Cup and 2013 1CC Champlons Trophy

3. Inwihich year did Ashwin win the IOC Men's Cricketer of the Year
and ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year awards? Ans: 2016

A, what is common to the following Test matches: against West Indies
at Mumbal {2011) and Antigua (2106], versus England at Chepauk
12021}, and against Bangladesh at Chennal (2024)7 Ans: To score &
century and take five or more wickets in the same Test

5. Ashwiln belongs to an elite club along with Shane Wame and Stuart
Broad. What achieverents are these the only three to achieve? Ans:
The rare double of 3000 plus runs and 500 or more wickets In

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

11 hear you complain about Padma one
maore time, Il show you the door™

“Show me the door? What for? I can
see it from here. 1t's the same old door,
isn't it? I've been..”

... When you say you'll ‘show
someone the door’, it means you're
asking him/her to leave because you're
angry with the person concerned. When
Priya questioned the Principal's authority,
she was shown the door”

“When 1 tried to enter the stadium
without a proper ticket, ['was shown the
door”

“Really? When was this?"

“Ahout two years ago. By the way,
didn’t you say you would take me to
*Fiddler on the Roof” tomorrow?”

“I'm afraid our movie plans will have to
be put on ice for the time being.”

“*Put on ice’? What does it mean?™

“When you put something on ice, you
take no action on it for a period of time.
When Suresh lost his job, his plans to get

that *put on ice” means the same thing as
“put into cold storage' ™

“You're right. The two expressions
mean more or less the same thing. When
yous put a plan into cold storage, you
postpone it for a while rather than put it
into action immediately.”

“Now tell me, why do you want to put
our movie plans into cold storage?”
ecause 1 have a lot of things o do.”

“You can do them later. You must take
me to the movie tomormow.”

m not obligated o
“Obligated? You mean ‘obliged’, don't
o

“Both ‘ohlige’ and ‘obligate’ imply
commitment of some kind. The British
use ‘obligate’ for legal obligations, Mohan
was obligated to repay the loans he took
from the bank. When giving testimony in
court, you are ohligated to tell the truth.
Americans, on the other hand, use
“‘oblige’ and ‘obligate” interchangeably. A
student is obligated to turn up in time for
d1|: class. Clr you could say..”
d:llgcrl to turn up in

"By the dy. can “criteria’ be used as a
singular?™

“No. It is used as a singular by some.
s wrong. ‘Criterion’ is the correct
singular. His one criterion was the
greatest good for the greatest number.
What are the criteria for judging great
literature? The word ‘criterion’ is from
Greek 'krites” meaning ‘to judge’. The
word ‘cri also from the same root.,
Do you know what ‘criticaster” means?™

iticaster is a petty or inferior

ut how does..”
“1f you don’t stop pestering me, I'll be
obliged to show you the door™
Published in The Hinde on June 28,
1954

Word of the day

Obdurate:

stubbornly parsistent in wrangdoing

Synoryms: adamant, infiexible,
unmanagrable

Usage She remained ohdurate, refusing to
apaiagise,

Pronunciation: newsthJive/obduratepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jobdsorat/

(9 describe spamyunwanted coentent Test ericket
QUESTION 2 related to Artificial Intelligence. E. Agalnst which two natians has Ashwin taken 100 or more wickets?
After a year of mary key [ Ana: Australia (115) and England (114)

elections, Merrlam-Webster
announced 'polarisation’ as its
word of the year. Anather word
that stood cut in the year,

QUESTION &
In owr hyper-anline era, this phrase was | Wisual question:

used to encourage people to participate | This word was declared Cambridge Dictionary's
in real-world esperiences. 1t was added | word of the year. 1t was highly searched after the
according ta the dicticnary, to the Merriam-Webster dictionary Parls Olympics and Singer Dua Lipa's headling
means “to say, do, or provide recently. identify the phrase, slot. identify the word. ap

C: )

7. with which legendary spinner does Ashwin share the recond for the
most Player-of-the-senes? Ans: Muttish Muralitharan

Wisual: Ashwin is being congratulated afer scalping the first of the
537 Test victims. Whe was the batter? Ans: Darren Brave

Early Blrds: Dodo Jayaditya | Tamal Blowas | Tito Shiladitya | Senall

Das | Plyali Tuli
. s » -

For feedback and suggestions far
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Teat & Cantest’
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Opinion

Better late than never

The retail frenzy for SME IPOs and rising
cases of frauds forced Sebi’s hand

HE SECURITIES AND I-)nchangel!oald of India’s (Sebi) marathon
ningyielded a rich harvest.As a result,
tlghler checks on insl.d.erlransaclions,muglmr criteria for mee-
chant bankers, and easler rules for investment trusts are on the
wary, most of which should help in improving investor protection and the
efficlency of market participants. The biggest measure, of course, was
d for initial public (1P} of small and medium stzed enter.
Eﬂ 5 (SMEs), which were ||1.akl|:g headlines for all the wrong reasons. T hc
it

OUR BILLS RELATED to the
shipping sector were listed
during the winter session of
Parliament, These bills mark

asignificant step forward in
hedevelopment of Indla's

part is thatwhile tightening the regulations, the
investor protection objectives with the ncedu of genuine SMEs. Sebi's inten
tlons anyway didn’t comeas a i i paper in N i
this year had red-flagged some SMEs dl\'cnlng issue proceeds, declaring
manipulated numbers, and undertaking outsized related party deals.

The retall frenzy for SME1POs and dsing investor complaints about frauds
have obviously forced Sebi’s hand. The point is that Sebi should have woken
upmuchearlier, Some d freedom tol
looking toliston SME platforms, They were exempted from filing thelroffer
documents with the regulator and from announdng guarterly results or
complying with most of the governance norms contained in the Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requl I Aco orrection
was required as afcwmgucswt'm spoiling the| party.In that sense, Wedrnes-
day's regulatory action can be termied as better late than never.

Jhduﬂ.gcs arcr.IcsIgm:dlomsumtlmtonlyﬁnancl.alq landoper

ithadall

tor — cruclal not anly for ucunnmic
growth but also for national security.
Discussions about this sector often
facus an the logistics and efficiency of
ports, which are undeniably important
~ but ships are equally vital. India
unfortunately lags behind in all the
areas of shipping = ownership, ship-
building, and flagging. India owns just
1,526 ships, with a total gross tonnage
capacity of around 13 million, Of these,
487 vessels are engaged In overseas
trade. Indla is at the 18th position with
1.20% of the global shipping capacity.
Further,only 0,7 7% of theworld's ships
are wgiatrmd under the Indian flag.

ough IPOs. That expl rite
rlaofa mlnlmumoperatlngpmnt of €1 crore in at least two out of its three
most recent financial years, The change of rules to limit the offer hrsalehy

| Iy, Indlia has an almost negli-
gible presence knshipbuilding, with anly
0,07% of the global market share.China
dominates the iIndustry with 46,6% of
1 maeasured by gross ton-

shi

promoters makes eminent sense as this comes in the wake of i of
diversion of ssue proceeds to shell companies controlled by promaters and
inflation of ircular transac gh related parties. It's not
clear, however, why the Sebd board did not approve the consultation paper's
proposal to increase the mh\imum application size fm' such 1POs from €1
lakh o ¥ 2-4 lakh, The hesi i inga ¥4 lakhap dze s under-
standable as it may have prompted retail SME puntm to take even more
concentrated bets. But a €2 lakh application size should have been allowed.

Owerall, thetighteni 1asthey come in the
wake of the recent ireational exuberance witnessed n SME IPOs. Since the
establishment of SME platforms, FY 2 3- 24 witnessed the highest number
of SME issuesand the highest SME fundraising, In thecurrent financlal year
also, 159 SMEs have gone public se far, ralsing more than €5,700 crore.As
many as 29 out of 61 IPOs were oversubscribed over 100 times since Sep
tember this year. The applicant-to-allotted investor ratio Increased from
fiour times in FY22 to 46 times in FY23 and 245 times in FY 24, according
to Sebldata.

SME listed entith Ly
panies with high g among a few p
There s also limited presence nfotllerul\aml\oldm who act as a check on
thep r's influence. Reg must ensure that unscrupulous ele
ments don't take and that investor ane
adequately protected. In short, there can't be any alternative to setting a
highergovernance bar.

et
driven orf

typlcallyp
of sh

age of the pl

Al robots are coming, and
they'll be made in Asia

OVERTHE PAST year, I've noticed g theme emerge Ask
|r<1den| laok at what comu next for artlﬂ.clnl I-ulclllgm::e There Ilan beena mallwd
desire and intothe | realm, We'llstart

and itwill come from Asia.
ol toch

11me5|mlunm]'\r\'lud tumning i , exvcuthy

h nl’l‘imlunml[lmp; ‘sproclamation

I-u Taipel in June."The nn:l wave ufl\[ s plmlca] Al he sabel."The era of robotics has
arrived”

Historically,abot of coverage of robot-human interactions in Asia have been filled
with futwristictechno-orlentalist tropes that often fail to reflect the reality, But there
are factors that mah: the mgl.un unlqur]y |Jr!nwd to pmpul Ihla next leap forward in

S and
1 from Silicon Valley — Asian tech glants
have trad itbonally been very good at lhn dewnddr of things,

Citigroup projects that th Abe 1.3 billlon A laballyliy 2035 and 4
hillion by 2050, doing everything from huunc]wld chores to rlellwrlng parcels.Alot
of the progress will come from China, which accounts for 78%af all robotics patents
over the Last two decades, the Citl analysts sald. Japan and South Korea rmaloe up 704
and 5, respectivelywhile the US contributes just 3%, This dominance in Askan robot-

s S FONg q yobp li gl
aquality-assessment measure,
Othersocletal fac that brace ---M
robatics b d

polsed to be a global leader in deploying mdmnloghn
that adopt automation, as it confronts an ageing pop-
ulntlcm :u!d nh:ln]dnx wnlkl’nn:l.' Al drlwm software
coupled fand Impl

mented across all types ufwrt Intlurllng white and
bilue collar, agriculture, and services. While many US
Industries have been gripped by fears of robots taking
away livelihoods, in Asla, there has bsen a tendency to

Imnautumntlnn duetoa pmplv lhurmgn

CATHERINE
THORBECKE

Woomberg Tt

g out,altt

In saveral nmllwz ways. A Shenzhen start-up 1s using
anAl robat to help cook meals. A tool unvelled by Japan's Pujitsu in October teaches
Moh,a performance art dating back to the 14th century,under pressure as there are
fower peaple wha know the techniques to carry on the tradition. Nod to mention the
countless industrial rabots,

While the region maycurrently be behind the US when it comes to Al now,Aslan
tech firms have shown great success in finding practieal, market applications for
technology developed elsewhere., Japanese tech entrepreneurs, especially, have
been very good at this.Sony Group mll‘u::rdl he consLimer radioafter taking tran
slstortechnology invented in the US.{Sony i the fiest rabot
to the mass market in 1999: the beloved Albo dog.)

There's been a tendency to overhype the role and value of robots In Aslan socl
eties, especially in Western reporting, when the reality ls much more nuan ced.'ve
et to meet a real person in Japan who ties Shinto animism beliefs into the embeace
of robots, And mounting research suggests that n]de:l:am robatic Hpcrlmrntn

have not been worth the costand end up e gh-pro
file robotie ventures Inunchud In racent years have been curlailud
ouibd ser Inereas

Ingly seanch for practbcal and real-world ap|J|I.c-1t|.onsf0(tlmlec|mahgytlutm:|
Just engaging chatbots, Softbank Group foundar M.nmnuhi Son sad Lu'lukyu last

nage, followed by South Korea at 29,204,
and Japan at 17.2%,

Mot anly does the lack of ships annu.
ally cost India $90 billlon in shipping
related payments, but it ks akso a big secu

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® MARITIME PROGRESS
A LEGISLATIVE REWORKING OF THE SHIPPING SECTOR WILL REQUIRE POLICY SUPPORT

Radical overhaul of shipping laws

SANJEEV SANYAL
AAKANKSHA ARORA

Raspectively member and jaint diractor,
EAC-PM

mechanised vessels fall under the Coast
IngVessels Act, 1838, These address only
thelr registration and do not provide a
broader regulatory framework.
Topromaotecoastal shipping, the new
legislation rennoves the requirement for
Indian-flagged vessels to obtaln a gen
eral trading licence for engaging in
coastal trade. It also empowers the Direc-
tor-General to lssue licences

mary objective of significanthy simplify-
Ingownershipand reglstrathon require-
ments, One of the key changes Is the
expansion of eligibility for vessel own

ership. Under the new bill, Indlan vessels
can be owned not onlyby Indlan cltkzens
Trut also by Non-Resid ent Indians (NRIs),
Overseas Cl szls of India iDCI &),

® URBAN MOBILITY

Union minister of urban affairs ML Khattar

About 993 km of metro rail is operational

in 23 cities across the country and about
997 km is undar construction in 28 cities in the
country..India is well on its way to have the
second largest metro network of the world

as allowlng vessel reglstration without
the need to visit Indian ports,
strengthening  the  adjudication
process, and so on. The bill has provi-
slons to ensure India meets its abliga
tions undervarlous international con-
ventlons, Additionally, it extends
welfare measures Initlated by the
Union government to cover Indian
seafarers on forelgn-flagged ships,
which was not previously included.
The third bill ks the Carrlage of the
Coods by Sea Bill, 2024, which is going
to replace the Indian Carriage of Goods
by Sea Act, 1925, Its key objectives
Include clarifying the legal responsibil
ithes, liabsilities, and rights of carriers and
shippers, streamlining the process for

Inlan loor
entities designated by the

to forelgn-flagged vessels, t.In contrast
considering factors such ill :zdﬁh wn‘ jllnﬁ the 1958 Act required Ihatl
the crew's natlonality, the L ships, with a Hhi&l flagged in India be
vessel's construction speci- - total gross tonnage W owned by Indian
fleations, and other relevant  eapacity of around  ©itizens or by companies
criterla, A key feature of the pl! “i?.l'“u" of Incarporated under Indlan
bill is the proposal to estab- i law and alse required that
lish a national database for ~ these, 487 vessels  thoir principal place of
coastal shipping, aimed at are engaged in business be located in
ensuring transparency in ovarseas tra India,

the licensing process, Addl
thonally, the bill introduces

The new legislation
introduces the option for

rlty sk, The p lation is part

of awlder attempt to fix the problem, The
first bill is the Coastal Shipping BIll,
2024, It secks to create a comprehonsive
regulatory framework for coastal trade,
nn area that has so far lacked cohesive
?inlﬂtl.on Currently, mechanbsed ves-
els involved in coastal shipping are
pirtly governed by Part X1V of the Mer-
chant Shipping Act, 1958, The non-

pr for the com v of vard
ous offences, streamlining regulatory
compllance and enhancing the ease of
daolng business, Finally, it mandates the
development of a strategle plan for the
long-term growth of coastal shipping,
The secand bill, the Merchant Shijp
ping Bill, 2024, hasalso been introduced
In Parllament. It will replace the Mer
chant ShippingAct of 1958 with the pri

under the Bare Boat-cum
Demise Charter (BBCD) method, allow-
Ingships tobe acquired withan upfront
partial payment and the balance pald
over time. This is eritical for financing
an expensive, long-term asset, Till now,
the law required full upfront payment.
The blﬁ also includes measures to
reduce the compliance burden and
promote ease of dolng business such

| a
flexibility In regulations through gov-
ernment oversight, The final bill deals
with the complex documentation of
shipping activities, Le.bills of lading, The
Bills of Lading Bill, 2024, will replace the
maore than 168 -year-old colonlal-era
Indian Bills of Lading Act, 1856,
Overall, the changes envisaged in
these bills will radically improve the
shipping ecosystem, Of course, these
will have to be complemented with
ather measures discussed, to be dis-
cussed in our past/future articles in
this series such as classification of
ships as infrastructure, creation of
Indian-owned and India-based Protec
tion and Indemnity entity, addressing
the exclusion of vessels from Securiti
sation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002, and so
on. Watch this space as the sector
undergaes a major averhaul.

A haze of institutional weakness

Policies that are localised and
reactive will solve none of India’s air

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Professar of sconomecs, Universty of Califarna, Santa Cruz

pollution problems

ACONSTANT HEADLIME at the end of
each year in India ls the problem of ale
pollution. Increased monitoring of
pollution levels as well as worsening
levels themselves have made these
headlines global. The problem Is most
acute In the Indo-Gangetic plains of
northern India, whic?l have topo

graphical and climatic features that
trap pollutants near the ground.
Recent headlines have tended to focus
on the eapital region of Delhi, or on
other cities,as sites of acute problems,
and on the increased burning of crop
resldues in the agriculturally intensive
statesof Haryanaand Punjab asa prox

theoretically avallable simultaneously
to everyone without exclusion. It is not
something that markets can provide
efficlently. Therefore, air pollution is a
fallure of governance. What are the
sources of this governance fallure in
India? At an abstract level, these
sources are structural, and more o less
common across different public goods
in the Indlan context, though keeping
the alr clean has its own speclal fea-
tures and complexities,

Adr pollution comes from combus
thon. In the case of factorbes and power
plants, technologies
exist for controlling the

imate cause. , the I
affacts all of northern Indii , and the
causes are many,

A Natlonal Clean Alr Programme
was launched in 2019, and it has
Increased manitoring of air pollution,
but has had little impact in terms of
reducing the problem. Government
responses have included shifting
schoals to online modes or just asking
students to stay home, banning vehi
cles in certain cities at certain times,
and shutting down varlous econamic
activities. Individuals also respond to
pollution by curtailing their activities,
or by relocating temporarily, The health
costsof alr pollution at the levels belng
experienced in India are enormous. The
responses to mitigating these costs
seem to be extraordinarily Inefficlent
I terrma of costs, and the benafits may
be limited by their unevenness and lim
Ited nature, Why ks India doing so badly
at controlling alr pollution?

Clean air is a public geod, in the
economist’s definition of that term

that con
teibute to ale pollution.

e —————————————
As India has liberalised,
there has been some

Al of these cases may Involve
potentlal one-time switching costs, as
wiell as higher ongoing costs, In many
cases, there needs to be systemic
switching to make the change feasible,
asin the case of electric vehicles which
need anew Iinfrastructure for charging
rather than petrol filling stations, g
temic adjustments are also nuurlud in
the case of switching to renewable
energy for electric power — the entire
power grid, including new electricity
storage mechanisms, needs to be
redesigned and reconstructed. In the
case of erop residue
burning, crapping
cholces need to be
madified at a systemie

Apervasive problem in - democratisation, but  level, and this also
India 1s lack of clear more than outweighed requires changes In
regulations for such national food procure
controls, and lack of by increasingly maent policles.

enforcement. Polluters unequal access to Acommon source of
have to be glven Incen earning power I‘a llure ta change in all
tives to reduce their s centrallsa-

pellution. Shifes In

technology can alse help solve the
problem; in particular, reducing the
use of coal for electric power genera

tlon or industrlal activity by shifting to
renewable energy is technologically
and economically feasible. Internal
combustion engines for vehicles are
another major source of alr pollution,
The emissions of these engines can
also be reduced with add-on features,
of they can be replaced by battery-
powered engines. In the case of cro|

residue burning in agriculture, there is
no technalogy for emlssions redue

tion, but there are several altermnatives
to burning the residue,

THE EDITOR

Need to prioritise

agriculture

Apropos of “Placing Indian agricufture
on the global map" (FE, December
19), betare locking into the saluticns
prasented inthe article, there is a dive
need for prioritising agriculture to
maka it viabla for praducers and

maonththat hels"passlonate about Al robotics” stating that lilke
Astrobay,"you can't just have the muscle, you have to have intell igence”.

Iremaln seeptical thatwewill see the rlse of Al robots in the newyear, but | have
no doubt they're coming, and that they will likely be coming from Asia,

for all At present,
producers ane struggling for viable
prices and consumar are suffering
due to growing food prices, Mo

daubt, there is much scope to
improve the qualily afour agri
produce to place it on the global map.
Adepartment may be established to
coordinate the effarts of agri sci

tion without coordina
tion,and without customisation to spe-
cific need s Design and implementation
of palicles both suffer, Resources and
authority are not allocated optimally
across different levels of government-
national, state, and local, Resources for
implementation, including enforce

remaln resource-poor increases politl-
clans' power and control. Democratle
accountability bs not the only option -
China manages without it, but it has
institutional mechanisms for horlzon
taland vertical coordinationand imple-
mentation. It has done much more than
Indiato reduce alr pollution.Of course,
this is not an endorsement of authorl
tarlanism, but a polnter toward effec
thve Incentives and accountability.
Another, less obvious source of
abstruction is that India is a highly
unequal soclety, In *sociallst” Indla,
this inequality did not show up fully in
income and wealth statistics. It mani
fested itself in activities that were not
measured in economle data — privi
lege and perks that were far greater for
the elites than those below them in the
pecking order.As India has liberalised,
there has been some demaocratisation,
but more than outwelghed by increas-
ingly unequal access to earning power,
Clean air, like other public goods, can
be privatised to some extent — elltes
can live, travel, and work in air-condi-
tioned cocoons. Only when they start
to be affected does policy attention
reach eritical levels. But policles that
are localised and reactive will solve
noneof Indla’s alr pollution problems,
The “canary in the cunl mine" was

maent, are typleally inad or not
wiell-monitored, This situation persists
because democratic accountability
machanlsms are weak as well, The rela
thve fallure of these political mecha
nisms ks also a political Issue — Impulses
far political control reduce politiclans’
Incentlves to improve the system, For
example, allowing the judiclal system to

Regulations are

important

ﬂpmpn& af* 'ﬂctlng with ruttral
= 19), ok

3 LFE.

and farm technocrats to achieve this.
The sector's contribution ta the GDP
has reduced from more than S0% at
one paint to roughly 16%. Though we
retain the eighth position in global
agr exports, a decline from $55 billion
to $51 billion calls for attantion.

& Rajmahan, Anantapur

for specific cases Is a recipe for
disaster. Regulations are needed in
all spheres of ic and social

anaarly
ars of the past, its |IL‘<'||t|I an indicator
of potentially dangerous air In the
mining tunnels, The metaphor Is ane
that can be applied broadly. In this
cuc.nlrpn]lut? anin Indiaisan indica
tor of the pervasive institutlonal
weaknesses  that  held  back
material progress.

walid reason for a particular regulation
must be spelt out or, in certain cases,
they must be withdrawn. Rules and
regulations need changes from time
totime to keep in step with the
evalving timaes. However, regulations
must nat anly be fair but also be

activity, or thare would be chaos all
arcund. It is & given that they shauld
be fair, transparent, and unambiguaous,
laaving abschutely na recm for
different interpretations. A chear and

1 as fair by all stakeholders
so that thay have confidence in the
regulatory autharities.

—anthony Henrigues, Mahasashtra
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HIS i how public money is
drained.

It was the penultbmate day of the
winter session of Parliament. The
entine session falled to discuss even
one woe pertaining to the com-
maon man. Not a single MP raised
any isue regarding his constinen-
cy. Entire timse was kilked in ruckus
ainl protests alleg-ing link baween
Adani, who scoording 1o Rahial, was
looting the country under Modis
protection, BIP levelled a counter-
attack, alleging Sonta Gandhis links
with Ceorge Soros.

As the sessbon was coming o a
close, Thursday sow unprece-dent-
o and most unfortunate incidents
which I would call as a black day in
e hisory of Parliament. Protest,

witnessed on the penultimate day
of the Winter Sessdon during an
unprecedented scuflle between the
members of NDA and INDIA bl
MPs over insult to the legacy of the
counetry’s greatest Dalit loon, Dr
Ambedkar,

The MPs josthed with ane an-
othier, which resulted in one sufle

g bleeding injuries and the other
having to undergo an MRL 1t was
a shamell incident becase the
Leader of Opposition (LoP'), Ra-
bl Ganathl, did not even show the
courtesy of extending sym- pathy
towards the injured [n'ﬁ-vc M, bt
displayed a body lan-guage which
was unbocoming of an Lokt “Rya
hwia” e asked walking aggressively
towards the injured BIF ME. When

shove him?™ his one liner was,
1 ik mot pash b
anal walked away.

It is something unimaginable
that the leader of India's opposition
freates] the place as a battle ground
andd fellow MPs as enemibes acros
the border, He should have ot least
hal the courtesy 1o say it was an

o,
1, he pushed me”

unfortunate incident and shouikd
mot have hap-pened. Later in the
evenlng, Congress and Rahul again
slis-played their obsession of Adani
amal ‘ttack on Constitution, and
threatened to take up a country-
wide agitation. | had covered Par-
liament for over a decade and half
andd over three decades of state beg:
isdaare proceedings, but never did |
see w0 much armogance being dis.

DESECRATION OF THE TEMPLE OF DEMOCRACY

fortunate in-chdent ook place. Whe
is right, and who is wrong would be
known aftera probe but it is expect-
edd that some kind of sympa-thy was
shown towards the injured.

Since the lssue has taken a very
serious tum, the Lok Sabha sec-
retariat should release the CCTV
ftage o that the country can
know what exactly happened. The
opposition had mo heart to say that
it was an unfortunate incident, This
does not belwve a party which
claims 1o be the followers of prin-
ciples of Mahatma Ganadhl, if they
really o so.

While Rahuil sakd be was pushed
by the 60-yea man, Prigyanka
Vaadra talks of attermpts b remove
Amit Shahs Rajya Sa-bha video

auestions why BIFF MPs were al-
lowed to protest m the gate, But
there was no word of sympathy to-
wards the infured s this the exam-
ple of Congress party’s “Mohabbag
ki Dukan'?

Well, dissent and protests are
Constitutional rights.  The Con-
press has been doing it since day
g of the winter sessbon, He as the
Lol should have radsed the Bsue in
Lok Sabha and should have said that
ome wishes such an unfortunate in-
wldent did not happen, and wished
speedy recovery of the injured MPy
Thereafter, he could have Blamed
the BIF for the incident. This cer-
tainky amounts 1o the desecration of
the temple of democracy. This is not
he lawmakers. Par

counterprotests and brawls were

one of them aded,

“why did you

layed by any menber after any un-

on Ambedkar form "X handle and

Treated wastewater can help
ease our urban water crisis

« India treats only
28 per centof
the wastowator
It generates; 72
per cent remains
untreated - once
treated, all this
‘wastewater can be
reused

= Centre for Science
and Environmant
(CSE) and National
Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG)
reloase the report
Jointly

DELHI: OF the to-
tal wrban waste water and
sewage generated in India,
a mere 28 per cent (20,236
million litre per day or
MLIY) undergees treatment,
leaving a substantial 72 per
cent untreated and al-lowed
o flow indo rivers, lakes and
land. All this treated water -
and the remaining untreated
amount If treated - holds an
opportunity  within  Hself:
11.@ opporinity to ease In-
Ha's urban water crisls, says
W report from Centre
for Science and Environ-
ment (CSE) that was re-
leased here today.

The report, tled Waste
w Worth: Managing In-
dias  wrban  water
through wastewater
was released at a pat

Mission for Clean g
(NMOG), under the Union
Minkstry of Jal Shakti, Gov-
ernment of India.  Sunita
N director  general,
C5E and Rajlv Kumar Mi-

tal, director general, NMCG
addressed the inaugural ses-

Narain said: “India faces
sgnificant  water scarcity
challenges  due 1o rapid
urbanisation, industrial
growth, population expans
son - and mast importantly
== elimate change. Wastewa:
ter Feise cai be a key part of
thi strategy to sdiress these
COTCETTG ami Promote wa-

cularity and susain.
In fact, there is
an epportunily for urning
wastewater into water again,
andd this s what our neport’s
titke - Waste to Worth - is
referring tol” Narain added.

Based on a comprchen-

les across 16 cities in seven

Indian states, the report as-
sesses the current state of
treated wastewater reuse in
India. It examines existing
5, pro-g
aonsground - practices,

pro-
viding valuable insights for
policymakers and  practi-
tioners., It also highlights the
arithcal Importance of pri-

oritising treated wastewate
reuse as a public good, par-
tieularly for drrigation and
groundwater recharge, while
ensuring equity and justhoe
for underserved comaunl-
thes, It urges a critical reval-
uatbon of treated wastewater
reuse from both a policy and
practice standpoint,

The urgency of water
scarcity demands a fredh
perspective on how we pri-
aritise and  utilise treated
wastewater a8 a new and
vital water rexowrce, By pro-
g equilty, [mlc-:lﬂﬁ cli-
miate resilience, and ad-vo-
cating for sustalnabde water

L TR

The urgency of water scarcity demands a fresh
perspective on how we prioritise and utilise
treated wastewater as anew and vital water
resource. By promoting equity, fostering
climate resilience, and ad-vocating for
sustainable water management practices, this
report serves as a blueprint for building a
robust framework for treated wastewater
reuse across India

managenicnt praciices, this
neprort serves as a blueprint
oo bakleling a ro-bust Frame-
work for treated wastewater
neuse across India

Releasing the report, Ra-
jiv Mital said: "Using and
isposing  treated  water,
without harnessing its po-
ten-tial, means we are losing
out on utilising an impor-
tant resource. The challenge
s to scale up and emsure that
the work we do in this sector
s impactfl”

The Jal Shakti Ministry
has mandated that cities
must recyele and reuse at
beast 20 per cent of the water

they consume, Says Subrata
Chakraborty, senlor  pro-

gramme  manager,  water
programme, C3 in
line with the belief that pro-

moting a circular economy
is essential for achbeving a
sustainable and  cli-mate-
resilient future, and  For
managing the ever-growing
demand bor freshwater”

The CSE report podnts out
that the gap in total sew-
age water generated and s
treatment is the highest in
Uttar Pradesh, followed by
the states of Maharashira,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Ta-
mill Madh, Delhi and Hary-

ana (in that order)Says
Chakraborty: “Having sald
that, the report abo high-
lights good examples <« cas-
o8 of states that have into-
duced policies 10 encourage
treated wastewater rewse”
Maharashira,  for e
stance, mandates industries
in urban areas to use treated
wastewaler. Cinjarat lar-gets
100 per cent reuse with ap-
plications in agricultune and
industry, and Tamil Nadu
promades reuse for industri-
al and urban greening pro-
Jects, A the n.ﬂ:l:lnl level,
]

emphasise wastewater man-
agement and reuse as key
components of waler secu-
rity initiatives,

ities. like Nagpur, Ben:
guburu and Chenn

taken Ahe bead in imple
menting wastewaler reuse
prac-tices. Nagpur  sup-
plies trested wastewater 1o
power plants, significantly
reducing freshwater wsage,
while Bengubiru utilises it
for agricultire, lake revival
and groundwater recharge,
Chennai has adopted treat-
o wastewater for industrial
applications, wrban  land-
scaping amd  groundwater
recharge.

Sumita  Singhal,  pro-
gramme  manager,  water,
says: “Upscaling waste-
witter rewse faces challenges,
including infrastructure
gaps I sewage treatment
and distribution, quality as-
surAnCE b mect reuse stand-
ards, public resistance due to
cultural bellefs, and the high
operational costs of treat-
ment facilitics”

Change & empowerment at last mile

NEW DELHI: December
115 2024, is etched in Rekha’s
memary, She woke up with
a palpable excitement as she
awaited recognition of her
efforts, She was awarded
Miss Haemaoglobin by the
Diepartment of  Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS) in Guna, Madhya
Pradesh, for her commit-
ment o imeproving her
health, Rekha has o .

ently focused on a balanced
diet, taking bron and folic
achll pills, and overcoming
the initial discomfort they
caused, Her hard work paid
off, and she was applavded

for  pro-meting  healthy
mutritional  practices. This
acknowledgen is part

of the POSHAN Abhiyaan,
admaed at makbng Inclia anae-
mia-free by  encourag
healthier habits, particularly
among adol pirls.

Aspirational Districts Programme Heralds Transformation

and  competition  through
monthly disgrict rankings,
the ADP addresses key arcas
like health, education, infra-
structure, and financial in-
clusion. Rooted in the prin-
clples of Good Governance,
it emphasizes transparency,
accountability, and citieen
ipation.

or digricts lke Guna,
the ADP encourages lo-
cal, nnovative solutions to
improve community well-
being, Rekhas recognition
is part of the broader goal
of empowering women and
«children s combat ancmia
and  promoting  healthier

habits in communitics.

I|| Pauri Garhwal, anothes
t under the ADR a
;irm]nr transformation s
Kavita, an ado-

The J\lpir.lliml.ﬂ Dis-
tricts  Programime  (ADF),
lawinched in 2018, alms 1o
transform 112 of Indids mosi
underdeveloped  districts,
such as Guia, nto cent-
ers of sustainable growth,
Focused on convergence of
government  schemes, <ol-
laboration ameng officials,

|Nl'nl gu:l From the region,
had  struggled  with  ane-
mika e 1o low adherence
to iron and folic acid pills,
Many women faced similar
challenges, as Inconslstent
mesaging, fear of side «f
fects, and lack of proper
counselling made it difficuh
to form healthy habits, To

overcome this, counselling
cards were introduced for
fromline workers (FLWs),
offertng  guidance on the
benefits of IFA pills, man-
aging skde effects, and rein-
forcing healthy habits. This
initiative bed 1o a marked
increase in adherece to IFA
supplementation across the
district,

At the same U, a local
soluthon emerged In Paurl
Gabwal in the form of
iran-rich JThangora laddoos,
made from barnyard mil-
let. @ mutritious and locally

Thir ADP, launched in
2018, aims to transfom
112 of India’'s most
underdeveloped disticts,
such as Guna, into centers
of sustainable growth,
Focused on conver gence
of govemmaent schemes,
collabora-tion among
wlficials, and compitition
through monthly district
rankings, the ADP
addresses key areas
like health, education,
infr and

wvailable resource.  These
laddoos  provided a tasty,
oonvenbent  alernative 1o
traditional Take Home Ra-
tions (THR), which many
women found unappealing,
The indtkative not only tack-
led anpemia but also em-
powered women by form-
ing self-help groups that
produced laddoos at scale,
creathng new business op-
portunities and boosting lo-
cal entreprencurship,

These  storfes  highlight
the positive impact of com-
munityadriven solutions in

financial inchusion

tackling health issues. They
are closely aligned wir e
Aspirational [Mstricts Pro-
grams goals, which fecus
on innovative solutions, em-
powering individuals, and
inclusive growth,

The Government of India
further underscores its com-
mitmment to effective govern-
ance during Good Govern-
ange Week 2004 { Decembser
19-24). This year, the Pre-
paratory  Phase s from
[recember 10-18, with the
launch of a dedicated por-
tal.  hupsi/idarpgapps.nic.

She adds: “The data im-
Plies that 28 per cent (20,236
MLD) treated water is im-
mediately available for re-
use. Aligning policies with
urban anmluL and indus-
trial meeds can enhance
adoption, while advance
ments in decentralised and
costeffective treatment
techinologies can address in-
frastructine deficits”

The report  padnts
oul  that  public-private
partierships can help mo-
billse dnvestmsents for scal-
ing up reuse projects, and
capacity-building initiatives
can improve awareness an
acceplance  among  urban
managers and communities,

Explaining the joim L[
forts by CSE and N
Chakrabonty says: C
collaboration with
Thas been working on a ca-
pacity-building  initiative
aimed b ‘Making Ganga
Basin Cities Water-Sensitive
for Improved River Health
and Flow, The primary ob-
Jectives of this Initlative ane
for ralse awaren ess and buik]
the capacitics of munlel-
pal and state-level officlals,
elected  representativesanc
key stakeholders, inchading
the NMCG team, 10 pro-
mote water-sensitive urhan
development”

He  adds: “Additbonally,
the initistive secks 1o cn-
hance the integration of na-
tional programmes such as
the Jal Jeevan Mission, Atal
Bhwijal Yopana, Jal Shakii Ab-
Iiyan, AMRUT {Atal Mis-
sion for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformiation), and
e Swachh Blarat Mission
for more effective iniple-
mentation and synergy.

IGOW2H, on December
11, 2024, The portal enables
District Collectors 10 up-
load progress. reports, share
Good Governance Practices,
and feasture video clips dur
ing the campaign’s prepara-
tory and  implementation
phases,  fostering  greater
trans- parency and account-
ahiliy.

Thus, Aspirational Dis-
tricts Programme is a prime
example of Good Govern-
ance in acthon. It embodies
the 8 Principhes of Good
Governance  outlined by
the United Nathons, in
b participation and inel
sivencss, ensuring that *II
commanities are involved in

and benefit from the ow-
comes. The focus on trans-
parcncy, accountability, and

eness ensires that
district-level initiatives are
executed with dear commu-
nication and effscient use of
resources, Furthermore, em-
pha-sising equity and effec-
tiveness ensures that no ane
is left behind, particularly
the marginalized and wul-
nerable. The  Aspirational
Districts Programme dem-
onstrates how good govern-
ange can lead 1o inchisive
growth and nationwide de-
webpment, empowering In-
dividuals and communities
10 thrive.

() LETTERS

Amit Shah exhibits Manuvaadi mindset

MIT SHAH commented that, “it has become a fashion
o chant Ambedkar’ I they had taken Gods name, so
many times, then they woubd have got a place in a heaven”
Tt s an insult 10 those wh re-vere Dr Baba Saheb Ambed-
kar no bess than as a God. Dr Ambedkar has freed crores
of people from hellish life and gave them salvation in this
wery life, Ambecdiar is the kdeal for crores of people of the
country, By insulting Ambedkar, Amit Shah has hurt sen-
timents of crores of the people of this country, Ambed-
kar Is our pride and passhon. Amit Shahs comments are
evidence of the "Manuvaad ™ mindsct that has always been

opposed to the Constiiution,
Zakdr Hussain, Kazlpet

Ll

5 a Union Home Minister, Amit Shal could ill-afford

to take an indirect swipe on Dr Ambedkar with his un-
savoury comment. What ks worse, his extra-terrestrial refer-
ence o heavens above reflects a bit of his unscientific temper.
Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

Pollution now apan-India problem

UB: Editoria]l = Indian cities are yearning 1o breathe

better (Dee. 190, Many Indian cities are turning into vir-
tual gas chambsers, of late, due to increasing pollution lev-
els. The whiner season ks an addithon to woes as the growing
Fog tends to suspend pollutants making it not only difficult
to breathe, but drasti-cally reducing visibility on roads and
rall services. Flight servioes must be cancelled on this ac-
count. Pol-lution has become a pan-Indla problem, bead-
kng 0 a varbety of health problems,

K K Parvaily; Mysur
we

HE problens b not ust of lifestyle but also pel icy and enforce-

ment which i lacking on account of in-berplay of silly poli-
tics. Fusther, it is disheartening 1o note that governmsents tum a
blind eye to the suf-lering lot and act only when count intervenes.
B s time Centre establishes s monitoring el on the lines of IMDY
In each state capital 1o monitor pollwtion and su;ﬁl remedial
masres, yvlnp,mnmmﬂupanmlu lndulg; inblanse game in

order |
KR S.rim\mum Secunderabad
]

il ot

BSESSING about the lkes of Nehru, Ambedkar and Patel |s
to do nothing about the Hoo-beity that i god

Wdf;’:lﬁnhnmmd’:mwﬂu ihdlh}wmlm
condemning them (o a liktime of skckness and many health- relat-
e problems. Leaving everything to the courts is not a good kea.
The courts have intervened in the matter but the people them-
selves will have 1o deckde on ther prioritics, It is time for the peo-
ple 1o realise their future is at stake o they continue 1o ignore the

effiects of breathing toxlc alr and how it could affect thelr future.
Antlony Henriqies, Mumbai

Real issues relegated in Parl

HE winter session of parliament appears to be jinxed for
many reasons,  Adani, Soros, ONOE, Ambelar and what
ok, both the ruling and opposition parties are Yinding” some
lame excuses 1o stall the proceedings. Holding sessions under
such clreumstances means a colossal as well & crimbnal waste
of public money. What exactly these parties achieved all these
days by stalling the prococdings ks any-body’s guess.  Amit
Shah could hirve toned down his rhetork against the Congress
party o bisises per-talning 1o the Comstitution of India and B
R Ambedkar. The habit of Congress party is to distort the re-

miarks and try o gain some political mileage,
Ciovardhiama Myncedu, Vijayawada

ONOE contradicts merits of demoeracy

EPARATE ehections and, that too held frequently, en-
sure greater political accountability by keeping po-liti
cal parties on their toes and compelling them to be sensi-
tive to voler concerns. An undesirable fall-out of ONOP
is that an clection in the event of a fall of a government,
of which there is likelihood, for the remainder of a 5-year
term means truncation of a tenure. Election expenses are a
small price for & robust democracy to pay. Remensber elec-
thoms are hakled as ‘festivals of democracy’ Henee it cannot
be justifiably cited as & reason for ONOP if we are to be
a vibrant democracy. Elections must be held to neet the
need ( for governance acconding to the will of the people)
and nod (o subl oair convenlence, or p:niu' sell-interest, or
fulfil a leaker’s vanity, or cash in on a leader's mass appeal,
G Davtd Millos, Maruthancode, TN

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@ sENGALURU O

India’s job market projected to grow
by 9 pe in 2025: Report

BENGALURL: India is expected 1o see a9 per cent growth
in hiring in 2025, according to a report on Thursday. The
repart by foundit (formerly Monster APAC Samp; ME),
showed that IT, retall, telecommunications, and Banking,
Financlal Services, and lnsurance (BFSI) sectors are the pri-
mary drivers of this growth in the country.

Witha 10 per cent growth in 2024 and a 3 percent month-
on-month growih in No-vember, the forecast indicates that
hiring is set to retaln s momentum, with a predici-able
Iring environment.

Emerging technologies and evolving business prioritics
will further shape Indias job market in 2025, Innovations
such as edge computing, quantum applications, and cy-ber.
security advancements are set to transform industrics like
Manufacturing, Healthcare, and IT, the report said.

Meanwhile, the rise of retail media networks and Al
diriven workforce analytics will reshape talent needs in
e-commerce, human resource (HR), and digital services.
Or-ganisations will kok for professionals skilled in digital
marketing, sl management, and HR analytics.

In 2025, sectors that are projected 1o rise include finance
andl accounts (+8 per cent), HR and adniin (+7 per cent), IT
{46 per cent), Hospitality (+5 per cent), and marketing and
communications (+3 per cent)

Bengalur (10 per cent) will lead city-wise growth, fol-
leweed by Colmbatare (9 per cent), Hyderabad (8 per cont)
and Chennal (6 per cent), the report sabd,
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

OVER BABASAHEB

Debating Ambedkar’s legacy surely does him proud — not
the push and shove, sound-byte tokenism

N THE WAKE of Parliament's spirited debate over what the Constitution means,
the gevernment and the Opposition have now grappled — even literally — in the
nameofBR Two BJP MPs, Pratap Chand Rajput,
arein hospital. The party alleges they weere shoved by senior Congress lead er Rahul
Gandhi. The main Opposition party in Padiament, in turmn, has acoused BJF members of
obstructing Oppasition leaders from entering Parliament and injuring party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and other Congress members. At the centre of the row is Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's remarks in which he referred to B R Ambedlear and mocked what
he suggested was the Congress's lip service to Ambedkar. This criticism is par for the
Parliamentary course but Shah, not exactly known for the lyrical Buunshcrtljclyflamcd
his critique unbecoming of his stature in a party that regularly imaokes its
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WornLy WISE
SOME PEOPLE BECOME VANDALS BECAUSE
THEY WANT TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER
LOOKING PLACE. — Bangsy

The bridge to Moscow

India-Russia relationship is essential to prevent
fracturing of a stressed global order

)

SAMIR SARAN

FOREIGN POLICY TRENDS in 2025 will be
shaped by shifts in great power relation-
ships. A new admindstration in the US could
upendits relatbons with old allies in Europe
and intensify rivalry with China. In an un-
certain world, India plays a leading role in
maintaining balance. The global commu-
nity is watching New Delhi's efforts to re-
store stability to its troubled relationship
with China, and wonders whether the Indo-
US dynamicwill recapture the energy that
characterised it in Donald Trump's first
term. In spite of all this, the most conse-
quential bilateral relationship in 2025 will
be between India and Russia,

paost- 2014 zeal. “There is a fashion to keep repeating ‘Ambedkar, Ambedkar”...if the
Opposition had taken God's name so often, they would have reached heaven,” he said
calling out the Congress for not giving “Babasaheb his due”. For the Opposition bloc, re-
cently fractured mrer how to take on the ruling debacle, Shah's
remarks serve as an instant glue, at least for now; for the Congress, its outrage reinforces
its new-found social justice plank.

Ambediar wouldn't have minded. In the more than 30 years of his public life, he con-
tested the ideas and actions of almost every major politic af his times, including
the Congress and the Jana Sangh and the Hindu Mahasabha, The Congress's ideological
clashes with him are well known, As is the fact that the opposition of the BJFs forebears
to the Hindu Code Bill pushed Ambedkar to resign from the Nehn cabinet. [ts, however,
a testament to his prescience that six decades after his death, nearly every political party

b The growing tide of social justice since the

Th hof ties between New Delhi
and Moscow matters to both countries. It
touches core mutual areas: Trade in energy,
technological co-development, and strate-
gic interests, Russia remains India's most
accommadating partner when it comes to
high-tech supplies. While the West —
France and the US in particular — are relax-
ing rules for trade with India in dual-use
tech, there is still a long way to go before
MNew Delhi's undersea and long-range re-
quirements are satisfied by the West_This is
where Moscow steps in.

‘What some overheated commentary on
the India-Russia relationship misses is that
itisof deepimportance for the West as well.

inthe ace
Imandthc of every party to reach out to the inalised and

mean that Ambedkar’s ideas today are part of the discourse on the Left, Right and the

Centre. Pri MNarendra Modi has of id that without Ambediar he would not
havebeeninoffice P regulartyi sinits outreach toithe Dalit and
marginali ities. Likewise, Ci day claims to speak for his legacy, In re-

cent years — especially during the Lok Sabha clectlcms Rahul Gandhl has often ml'cm:d
to*Ambedkar's Constitution™ party
The Opposition's campaigns for acaste census carry Ambedkar’s name.

Chearly, his appeal and signifi ran=cend his original w. That's why
competitive populism, even posturing, co-exist with campaigns fior constitutionalism,
human rights and social justice in Ambedkar's name. The contesting claims to his legacy
attest to the vibrance of democracy that he helped secure. Impassioned debates — even
‘oorasionally raucous ones — would hawve certainly made him proud bt the unseemly
push and sh d th i-byte tok don't do him justice.

Jalitc V.

A HAWKISH APPROACH

US Fed lowers interest rate, but signals fewer cuts next year. As
pressure on rupee intensifies, policy choices before RBI narrow

N WEDMNESDWY, IN its last meeting of the calender year, the US Federal

Reserve cutinterest rates by 25 basis points. This was expected. The target

range for the federal funds rate is now at 4.25-4.5 per cent. The Fed's for-

ward guidance was, however, distinctly hawkish — it has now projected
only two rate cuts next year, down from its earlier projection of four cuts, In fact, Fed
Chairman Jerome Powedl acknowledged that the decision to cut rates was “a closer call”
this occasion. He added that “from here it's a new phase and we're going to be cautions
aboart further cuts”.

missile, wIndia
and Russia, has been given to the
Philippines to fend off the Chinese. In other
words, it is only through India that Russian
technology can be used to preserve the
rules-based order. And it is only because it
is India that no Chinese veto is permitted
by Moscow on such sales.

This is but one example of the unique
nature of the relationship between India
and Russia. Their doseness will have deeper
implications in 2025, a year inwhich it will
be recognised as a global public good. Here
are five ways in which this relationship is
vital for the preservation of global order.

The India-Russia
relationship prevents the
Russian bear from totally
entering the dragon’ den. A
Russia locked into servitude
to Beijing’s interests would be
profound
world order, the West in
particular.
outstretched hand grants
Russia the ability to
manoeuvre and allows it to
avoid capitulating completely
to China's demands. Russia
expects a partnership of
equals, India provides one,
China does not.

nimical for the

First, it serves as a bridge between the
rest of the world and a Russian polity that
has been alienabed by, and has set out to fur-
ther alienate, the Western ecosystem,
India’s commitment to multilateralism and
the global order anchors Russia, its close
partner, toa system that it otherwise seeks
todisrupt. India can do this because it is not
seen as agitating for any one political ar
geopalitical position, It isa I:oundary na-
tion that transc an

in the Arctic, in partnership not just with
Russia but also with European and Mordic
friends, a new Russia-China axis would have

region's future. Thi: have
spelt disaster for the ecology and security of
global supply chains. India'’s growing role in-
stead opens better options. A Chennai-
WVladivostok corridor, co-owned by Russia
and India, might be a first step towards a
more effective and inclusive connectivity and

v architecture for the region.

an ability to connect — even integrate —
sCparate universes.

Second, the India-Russia relationship
prevents the Russian bear from totally en-
tering the dragon's den. A Russia locked into
servitude to Beijing's interests would be
profoundly inimical for the world order, the
West in particular. India’s outstretched
hand grants Russia the ability to manoeu-
wrie and allows it to avoid capitulating com-
pletely to China's demands. It has become
increasingly chear — at BRICS and elsewhere
— that avoiding becoming a junior partner
to its giant neighbour is a priority for
Moscow. Russia expects a partnership of
equals, India provides one, China does not,
Europe must realise that when peace even-
tually returns to the continent, it will be
with Russia as an equal of the European
Union, and not subordinate to it.

Third, trade between India and Russia
in fossil fuels is designed to be compliant
with sanctions meant to limit Russian prof-
its. This too provides broader benefits to the
waorld, It brings valuable price stability and
predictability to energy markets, which is
wital for the West and for Europe in partic-
ular. [tis noexaggeration to say that the en-
ergy trade component of the Indo-Russian
relationship prevents Burope from slipping
further into political disorder.

Fourth, the relationship allows for new
possibilities in the cruclal .l\n:nc region.
Without ndia's ine presence

Finally, India’s presence in groupings
with growing powver and influence like BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
ensures that these are not weaponised
against the West. As External Affairs Minister
5 Jaishankar has put it, India is non-Western,
itis not anti-Western. This moderate and rea-
sonable attitude shapes the actions and po-
sitions of such groupings. The entry of News
Dethi's candidates — and Western friends —
such as the UAE, Egypt and Vietnam into
BRICS as either members or partners has fur-
ther hat grouping.
of these countries, and India's leadership, en-
sures BRICS serves more as acomplement to
legacy, Westem-led multilateral groupings
than as a challenge.

The ability to partner with nations that
are deeply divided by geopolitics has been
a feature of Indian diplomacy since
Independence. It is only now, however, that
this ability will be revealed as essential to
prevent the fracturing of a stressed global
order. The India-Russia relationship serves
not just the two countries in question, but
the world. The policy community in both
India and the West is keenly aware of this
relationship's  pivotal  importance.
Scepticism in the West's Russophobic me-
dia and think tank ecosystem does not

¢ reality,

Thewriter is president, Observer
Research Feundation

VENKATA KRISHNA B

AT THE CLOSE OF PLAY

In the game and outside of it, R Ashwin remained true to his roots

15 RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN the most mis-
understood cunmmpurary cricketer? From
my uwnupcnenm the answer would be in

Inlation hask unmn_'yu'\spﬂthcnmiﬁ ions anyi ther

inflation, consumption expenditures, is now expected by Fed
officials to be at 2.5 per cent in 202; asopposed o earlier expectations of 2.1 per cent. In
2024, inflation is at 2.4 per cent. Assessment of future policy rates and the inflation tra-
jectory will also have to fav:wr imchanges in policy undcra new White House adminis-
tration, Thy P e tariffs on major LS trad-
ing partmers — a move which will be inflationary — and will also cut taxes — Whl:h will
raise the government deficit. I these fructify, it would foroe the Fed for

Donald

Though our paths crossed to-
wards the end of 2010 when | moved to
Chenmai as a cub reporter, there was always
a hesitation on my part to approach him, it
wasn't the case with any other Tamil Nadu
cricketer,inc players, wh
all courteous and always available for a chat
Mrthcphonc Irwasunlymuch later that 1

Iit Joth, if

long. In his comments, Powell did say that “some people did take avery preliminary step
and start to incorporate highly conditional estimates of economic effiects of palicy nto their
forecasts at this meeting”. Fed officials now expect interest rates at 3.9 per cent in 2025,
as against earlier expectations of rates being at 3.4 per cent.

Reverberations from the Fed's actions were feltacross markets — LS bond yields rose,
lobal stocks fell and the dollar strengthened. The S&P 500 ended the day down 3 per
cent. Asian markets mirrored the decline with the Mikked falling by 0.7 per cent, Hang
Seng by 0.5 and Kospi by almost 2 per cent. The BSE Sensex was also down 1.2 per cent.
The Dollar index mose to 108.26 — its highest level since Novernber 2022, The Indian ru-
peebreached the 85/dollar mark in early trade. There is now an expectation that the Fed
‘wiill taloe a pause on rate cuts in its next meeting in January as it awaits greater clarity on
the policies of the Trump administration. For RBL the policy choices are narmowing as the
pressure on the currency intensifies.

IT’S NOT THAT SERIOUS

Googly eyes on art murals in Oregon are a reminder — public
art is made better by the publi

HAT DO PINTEREST boards, comic strips, haracters

and the public art murals in Bend, Oregon have in commaon? The mis-

chievously moving “googly eyes”. Stuck on by unidentified vandals

on several murals in the town, these cartoon eyes are the latest ad-
dition to the long list of ways the public has interacted with art in their localities.

In 1988, American artist David Hammons painted How Yo Like Me Now? Skotted to
be installed in a parking lot opposite the National Portrait Gallery in Washington DC,
it depicted Black rights activist [esse Jackson with a Caucasian complexion, blue eyes
and blonde hair. The idea was “if he were White, he would be inside the museum”,
Huowever, when locals took sledgchammersm it before the work could be mounted,
; had it rei d — this time, o of Lucky
Strike cigarettes. The interaction with the public added new dimensions o the final
‘work. This is also why Paul McCarthy refused to repair his work Tree. Put up in Paris, it
‘wias supposed to resemble a Christmas tree but carried within it a double entendre —
one the artist was inon,

The Bend police and dity officials are not bohru; for the vandals, and have taken the
publicdoodling well — with th that stly property damage. The mes-
sage, from McCarthy and the cops. is clear: "It was never that serious”, Publu: artis meant
to take beauty from the far-removed, behind-the-glass-case idea of museums to the
street. Art must be interacted with, played with, made their own by the people whose
streetsand parks it adoms, And for those atthese “vandalisms”,
they need only look at the Bend mural *Big Ears”, depicting a family of deer [ now with goo-
Ely eyes) that are sure to pull a chuckle out of anyone looking.

el | N |

[
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natone even better.

With Ashwin, it took me a long fime to
break the ice and it was down to my naivete,
I'd heard fellow scribes call him arrogant and
Ilet those assumptions consume me with-
out bothering o know the cricketer or the
person, That | saw him once sitting stone-
faced in the dining area of the old Ma
Chidambaram Stadium while the rest of us
were in a laugh riot watching a classic
Goundamani scene didn't help. Apart from
anod oran occasional “hi”, we hardly spoke.
But once | came to know him, 1 quickly re-
alised how wrong | was.

There has never been any smokescreen
around Ashwin. He has never donmed amask
to display different faces, The player fshwin
sacricketing great. But Ashwin the individ-
ual has remained the same, accessible at all
times, never forgetting to call back. He has
been a superstar in every sense, but never
came across as one, The faces around him at
Ramakrishnapuram 1st street have re-
mained comstants right through his journey.
Even his better half Prithi happens to be his

Following COVID, ane got
to see a different side to
Ashwin, In the month
spent in lockdown, like many
others, he too, had been
gripped by fear. But it was
the time when his
magnanimity shone
through. When the 2020 IPL
was on in the UAE, as
several journalises, incuding
ericket writers, lost their jobs
in pandemic-induced layoffs,
Ashwin heard about it and
reached out to know if he

could be of any a

dlassmate from school. Like muntlcss buys
I

mdsumhcdymnds help,” he would say,

inChennai,

to hire people for his YouTube

study engineering in a college on the out-
skirts. Nothing hascome easy tohim, And he
valbues those who put in hard worke, When he
learnt about a pacer who was struggling to
make ends meet, he opened doors for him
by finding the youngster a club to play in,
thereby helping the pacer earn his Tamil
Madu cap i years. In a competitive PR-

channel. He kept his word, too, giving a 30-

year-old desperate for opportunities, a job.
Among his many old-school traits was
also the belief that cricket wouldn't be the
game itis withouwt sports journalists. Despite
his busy, unforgiving schedule, he would
make time o meet the local press often. He
urneeds, In returm, he expected

driven workd, he never put his fellow crick-
eters down. If anything, he went the extra
mile to defend teammates,

Ashwin remains a qumtesscntlal
Chcnna:lm In con ons, he

onhy accountability. After he had raken India
home ina tight run-chase against Bangladesh
inthe Mirpur Test, I'd written a story onwhy
Ashwin wasn't considered for leadership

crack
a joke urtwu on hlmself or others, But it is
never personal. A movie buff, on tours, one
could find him trying to catch first-day-first
shows of his favourite Rajinikanth or Vijay
miwvies or ask for movie or series suggestions,
He would even inguire about the hot spots
in Chennai to visit. But as his wife revealed
in this newspaper earlier this year, all of it
only rernains on his to-do list. Perhaps, now
that he will have the time, one can expect
him to catch upon these.

Following Covid, one got tosee a different
side to Ashwin, In the months spent in lock-
dowm, like many others, he too, had been
gripped by fear. But it was the time when his

imity shone through, 20
IPL was on in the UAE, as several journalists,
including cricket writers, lost their jobs in
pandemic-induced layoffs, Ashwin heard
about it and reached out i know if he could
be of any assistance. “Do not hesitate to tefl

being the team's biggest match-
winmner in the past decade. Among the rea-
soms listed out was that he was seen asan
over-thinker by decision makers, That
evening he called to say he differed from my
opinion but he never browght it up again. He
was among those who agreed to disagree,
The other fascinating aspect that 've ad-
mired about him is his interest m lw:cpmg
abreast of thi
There have hm:n imstances where Ashwin
h lled i ‘an Indiatour to
enguire al:ul.n scores or how the pitch was
behaving in a Ranji match | was covering. It
is a habit that continues to date, where he
follows not just the Tamil Nadu team scores,
but also keeps a doseeye on his Chennaiclub
matches, [t is not surprising that he will go
back to his roots and play club cricket after
quitting international cricket. With Ashwin,
one expected no different.

venkmtakrishng b@expressindio.com

DECEMBER 20, 1984, ForTY YEARS AGO

VAJPAYEE ON PM
THE B_JP]’IEEI_I_)ENTM.;] BihariViajpayee, has

tlv:munrry. "Jnanym'sis majm'wrninm' Rq'iv

ference on December 19, Kapil Dev said that
Congress-1, being the ruling party and having
fiedded more than 500 candidates for the com-
ing elections, stood the best chance of forming.
aguwmmmtarﬂwfm *“Therefore, inthe

G. Insast

nerve,” quamm]dapn'ss cunlclelv:eun
into pullru:s in 1980, *he has said and done
marny things w]m:h I|aw: ]cﬂ' rhuughtful
Indianswor

ahility for amy high office,” Vajpayes said.

KariL DEv: BAcK CONG

CRICKET STAR KAPIL Dev has appealed to
sportsrmen all over the country to come out in
suppart of Congress-1 Addressing a press con-

epaperindianexpressicom IR .

interest of egrity,all peo-
ple, including sportsmen, shwld support
Congress-1" said Kapil,

FREE JAILED AKALIS

SURJAN SINGH THEKEDAR, convener of the
Akali Dal ad hoc committee, ruled out any
tallkes with the Centre unless all the Akali lead-
ers were released “unconditionalby.” Talking
to pressmen, he referred to the election
speechesof the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
and the Union Home Minister PV Narsimba

Rao, that the Punjab issue would be resobved
after the Lok Sabha elections and said that
there was no question of any talks with the
Centre when its leaders and workers were
kept in jails.

LAST GaS TRACES

SCIENTISTS AND TECHNICIANS on December
19 began waork to get rid of the Last traces of
the lethal liquid MIC which lefi a trail of over
2,000 dead and foreed 300,000 residents to
flee Bhopal city. A spokesman of “Operation
Faith" at the Union Carbide plant told news-
man that by the middle of the day, two maone
tonnes of methyl-socyanate would have been
put into the charge pot, thus using up 14
tonnes of the gas.

e | B | ]
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Clamour for caste census

While the exercis

fraught with challenges, its potential to

uplift marginalised communities cannot be ignored

reflecting the country's complex socio-political fabric. While proponents empha-

Tha demand for a caste census in India has been a recurring topic of debate,

sise its importance for targeted development and policy-making, critics raise
concerns about its potential to exacerbate social divisions. The nuanced arguments
surrounding this issue highlight both its necessity and its challenges. The caste cen-
sus refars 1o the systematic collection of data on the caste composition of the pop-
ulation. India has not conducted such a comprehensive exercise since 1931, even
though caste remains a significant determinant of socio-economic status in the coun-
try. Proponents of the caste census argue that it is essential for ensuring equitable
development, especially for historically marginalised communities. As Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) leader Chirag Paswan points out, specific data on caste popula-
tions is critical for designing and allocating funds for community-based development

schemes. Paswan's endorsement of the caste cen-
sus is pragmatic. However, he also issues a cau-
tionary note: while the government should collect
such data, making it public might deepen societal
divisions by reinforcing caste identities.

A caste census would provide granular data on the
socio-economic conditions of various communities.
This information is crucial for crafting effective affir-
mative action policies and welfare programmes.
Historical injustices and systemic exclusion of cer-
tain communities require targeted interventions. A
caste census would help identify the actual benefi-
ciaries of reservation policies and assess whether

they are achieving the intended outcomes. The Opposition, including Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, has emphasised that a caste census is a step toward realising the
promise of social justice. By understanding the precise demographic composition,
governments can ensure proportional representation and resource allocation. But hav-
ing said that, making caste census data public could lead to heightened caste con-
sciousness and further fragment society. India's soclo-political landscape is already
fraught with identity-based divisions, and the misuse of such data could deapen these
fault lines. There is a legitimate fear that caste census findings might be weaponised
for political gain. Instead of addressing inequities, the data could fuel caste-based
mabilisations, electoral strategies and even conflicts. This aspect must be looked
into and safeguarded before taking up this mammoth exercise. Besides, Conducting
a caste census is a massive logistical challenge. The accuracy of data collection
and classification would be critical, as any errors could lead to disputes and under-
mine the credibility of the exercise, The caste census is essential and must be con-
ducted, but it requires careful attention to ensure its accuracy and to address poten-

tial repercussions.

Victory Day: Bangladesh’s

legacy of liberation

Victory Day serves as both a celebration of freedom and a reminder of the
challenges ahead in safeguarding its democratic and inclusive aspirations

ictory Day holds pro-
found significance
for  Banglade
marking its libera:
tion and the triumph
over the Pakistan Armed Forces
in the Bangladesh Liberation
War of 1971, Celebrated annual-
ly on December 16, the day sym-
bolises the birth of a sovereign
state and the culmination o
long struggle for self-determina-
tion, where India plaped the piv-
otal role of midwife in the creation
of the newest state in South Asia,
The Bangladesh Liberation War
wis not merely a conflict confined
to its borders but a defining
moment in the gt;]‘)ﬂ]llin:a of the
vegion. The roots of this war were
entrenched in the systemic
neglect and exploitation of East
Pakistan by the ruling elite of
West Pakistan,
Decades of economic disparity,
cultural suppression, and paliti-
cal disenfranchisement laid the
foundation for a movement
demanding autanomy, which was
c.lt.l.l}mdnﬁy the brutal military
crackdown on March 25, 1971,
Operation Searchlight unleashed
a reign of terror that sought to
silence the aspirations of millions
but instead ed a people’s
resistance, Sheikh Mujibu
Rahman, the towering ||:.as{|:r of
the Awami League, became the
symbaol of this resistance, His
leadership united
population, and his cal
pendence resonated with millions
who yearned for freedom, As the
conflict escalated, millions of
refugees poun
ating a human is
leled magninude,

A person dressed as Sanla Claus rows @ bl as sagulls By past, near Causewary of Tapi River in Surat

1l

Indias intervention under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Indira CGandhi was both a strate-
gic and moral decision, The
Indian Armed Forces, working in
coardination with the Muki
Bahini, mounted a joint operation
that decisively defeated the
Pakistani forces within a mere 13
e surrender of the

istani military on December
16, 1971, in Dhaka is one of the
most iconic moments in modern
history, The image of General
AAK  Niazi signing the
Instrument of Surrender in the
presence of Lieutenant Ceneral
Jagjit Singh Aurora remains
etched in the collective memory
of both nations, This marked not

Vipul Nautiyal: Chandan
Mitra’s calamity reporter

Whether it was crafting flawle:

MEEHA) KUMAR

sditorial pages or recounting tales of his newsroom

days, Vipul Nautiyal’s legacy is one of dedication, warmth and passion for his craft

e flaunted the title
H‘cnlnmil}' report
with pride as he vivid-

ly narrated the story behind
how Dr Chandan Mitra, edi-
tor-in-chief of The Pioneer,
we him the name, Known to
riends as Nauty (that's how
he spelled it) and to juniors as
Vipul Sir, or Nauty Sir, 1 was
introduced to him in August
2021, while writing a test for
an editorial role at The
Pioneer. | hadnt met him
before, but had heard things
about him — his co-workers
respected him, but they feared
b evien moe, It was iy first
stint in the media and [ was

RETVOUS,
1 was supposed to join his
team .amrl:tsr]& on |Jh|: Edit
and Oped pages, By the time
1 was almost done with the
test, |owas looking around
wondering who Mr Nautiyal
could be, That was when an
old-looking fellow, who was
humbl fn-»rd and had
uncombed hair and a grey
beard, looked at me and said:
“Cheating kara du"? | laughed
itoff, This couldn't have been
the Vipul Nautiyal ] had been
told uﬁnul. But then an HR
executive arrived and my
E.apu was handed over 1o
1 was interviewed and

ended usl‘ addressing this

“old-looking,  humbl
dressed” fellow as “Vipul Sirz
ever since. | learned an
important lesson that day,
Mevertheless, [ was hired,

A few weeks of working with
him 1 realised that he was
extremely honest towards his
joby, 50 much so that he made
me question myself, He
wotld reach the office sharp
at 2 pm, retouch his already
super-organised desk and
begin the thinking work —
often with a glass in his hand,
He was proud of the work he
slul he kenew he was good, He
an impeccable eye for
du.u] — if it was Vipul
Mautiyal’s page then it had to
be nr:ﬂr-ﬁ&nﬁwn if nobody
was going to read it, even if he
hadn't been paid in months,
Headlines were paid even

more attention, they had to be
perfectly symmetric — a habit
that 1 picked involuntarily.
This was the Vipul effect, He
once recounted an incident

from his days at The Times of

India, when Dr Mitra had
asked him to return to The
Ploneer, Later, during the
exit interview at TOI, when
Mr Nautiyal was asked “TO1
chhod kar Pioneer kaun jata
hai?"™ (Who leaves TOL 1o join
Pioneer) he replied with lit-up
isko Chandan Mitra
hai” He knew how to
efficiently run a desk and
bring the team up to speed
with some flair.

A senior editor at TOI says,
“Vipul Sir could beat you in
a game of table tennis single-
handedly, with his favourite
drink in {u’mllmr hand” Mr
Mautiyal often mentioned
that he received job offers
from almost all leadi
houses, except fo
Express, lor which, he said, he
watted for quite some time, In
my five months of working
with him, | never saw him
snap at anybody — unless
somebody caught him on
the phone during work hours.
He was known to be unpre-
dictable at times. But he was
there for his colleagues —

those who worked with him
will agree. His way of getting
his point across was his own.,
Whien 1 had to negotiate my
salary while joining TO1 —
where he hasll referved me —
e told me 1o ask for a mas-
sive raise, saying: “Purse bha-
ley hi HR ke f‘.a;h. hai, but tu
t]url\;l“ﬁl al, boli tu
gayegs” (Even though the
purse is with HR, you are a
Journalist, soyou will call the
shots). He had more confi-
dence in me than [ had in
self. Those whao teamed
:‘?:h him absorbed a :}:
deal of wisdom in all walks of
life.

Thats how Vipul Nautiyal
was, Besides b an excep-
tional storyteller, he had a
song, a sher or an anccdote for
almost every occasion, He
was a fanboy when it came to
Dev Anand. He often wrote
an editorial piece on Dev
Sahabs birth anniversary: He
was proud of the fact that he
had seen Guide several times,
He would often play
Mohammed Rafi songs or
Mehdi Hassan ghazals, lower
the volume, and write the edit

columns,
{The writer is a former
staffer of The Pioneer; vi
are personal)

only the liberation of
Bangladesh but also a signifi-
cant blow to the two-nation
theory that had led to the par-
tition of the Indian subconti-
nent in 1947, The emergence
of Bangladesh was Iulhﬁcsls
ally, but it also umlnmmmhhn.
of international
P The then-US
President Richard Nixon and
his National Security Advisor
Henry Kissinger, who had
been staunch supporters of
Pakistan due to Cold War
dynamics, were caught off
guard, Nixon's infamous
remark about South Asia
becoming an “international
basket case” was a harsh reflec-
tion of the scepticism with
which the new nation was
viewed.
Yet, Bangladesh defied the
odds and began its journey
toward sell-reliance and
E:swth Ower the E:Lﬂ five
ecacles, Bangladesh has trans-
formed remarkably, earning
the moniker “the garment fac-
tory af the warld?
Despite initial challen
in.:lu.djns palitical instahi
isasters, and in:
Bangladesh
has managed to sustain an
impressive growth trajectory,
Tod: .Il;mg]ndrﬂnlmd.s;ha
significant player in South
Asia, with a GDP growth rate
that often outpaces its neigh-
bours, The country’s success in
achieving mamy of the U
Nations Sustal e
Development Goals, particu-
larly in areas such as gender

(=

BANGLADESH DEFIED
THE ODDS AND
BEGAN ITS JOURNEY
TOWARD SELF-
RELIANCE AND
GROWTH. OVER THE
PAST FIVE DECADES,
BANGLADESH HAS

MONIKER “THE
GARMENT FACTORY  stru
OF THE WORLD"

1
= N0

equality, education and health-
care, Is commen,
It has become a model for
other developing nations,
showeasing how strategic plan-
ning and a focus on human
development can lead to sus-
tained progress, Victory Day is
not just a celebration of past
trivimephia bt abso a moment o
rcflm:l omn the challenges and

ortunities ahead,

LEmpulmc.ll landscape of
'mu Asia has evolved signif-
icantly since 1971, While the
ties with India remain strong,
underpinned by historical
bonds and mutual interests,

als

Initiative, balancing its foreign
policy to maximise economic
mezls..

Victory Day also underscores
the importance of remember-

ing the sacrifices that led to

TRANSFORMED Husngl;nimih‘s independence,
REMARKABLY, The war daimed the lives of
countless freedom fighters and

EARNING THE  givilians, whose bravery and

vesilience paved the way for a
new nation. The liberation
e also left deep scars,
including the atrocities com-
mitted by the Pakistani mili-
tary, which continue to evoke
strong emotions,

Efforts to bring justice through
war crimes m{"u’un.lLs and to
preserve the memary of the
Liberation War are vital in
Imn::ul'ini this legacy. As
Bangladesh celebrates anoth-
er Victory Day, it does so asa
nation that has defied ex
tations and charted its pat m

SANTHOSH MATHEW

progress, The dreams of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Mukti Bahini have been
realised in many ways, with a
vibrant democracy, a thriving
economy, and a resilient pop-
ulation. However, recent polit-
ical instability has cast a shad-
ow over Bangladeshs progress,
The fall of Sheikh Hasinas
Awami League, after years of
dominance, has left a power
vacuum, fueling uncertainty
and unrest, Political polarisa-
tion has deepened, and con-
cerns over democratic ba
sliding have surfaced, The sta-
tus ;ﬁmnnm 5, particularly
Hindus and mdlgnnmn
groups, remains precarious,
with reports of rising commu-
ns and targeted vio-
uring minosity ri
e inclusivity will be
critical for Bangladesh 1o
maintain its social fabric and
democratic principle 3
anniversary of Victory Day is
a reminder of the enduring
pirit of a people who fought
Eor their ri hlln-.c

determi-
nation and em victorious
against over wl‘u [ming odds. Tt

is a celebration of freedom,
tribute to those who made the
ultimate sacrifice, and a phedge
to build a future worthy of
their dreams, Bangladesh’s
story, from a war-torm new-
horn state to a thriving econ-
omy, stands as a beacon of
hope and inspiration, not just
for South Asia but for the
world,

(The writer is an asociate
professor; views are personal)

LETTERS L (R THTRTA

G7 FACES CRISES

Madam — The “‘Group of Seven’ or G7
countries are considered to be the group
of the richest countries in the world, But
after the Covid pandemic, their econom-
ic condition also seems o be almost in
shambles. Especially three of those coun-
tries can be named here, in which politi-
cal turmoil has been seen within J:n: last
10 days, Thise countries crmany, the
bigggest economic power in Furope, France,
|h|. third hlggc.wl cconomy there, and the

h A n country Canada, In

]|.|ncn. |1]Ll| prime ministers have been
sworn in within the last one year,
manuel Macrons government can fall
at any time, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz had announced the dismissal of
Finance Minister Christian Lindner, cit-
ing breach of tr nd economic palicy
differences. Now he himself has lost the
vote of confidence,
Due to which elections will be held again
there in the coming February, On the ather
hand, Canada’s Finance Minister Chrystia
Freeland, has resigned from her post, cit-
ing disagreement with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeaw, She has expressed dis-
;A#mn:mn:m on how to respond to the tar-
threat of incoming President Donald
Trump. Meaning, here too the main rea-
som for instability is ‘economic and finan-
cial' problems. France has been affected by
Europes energy crisis and high interest
rates, which have weakened the country,
In 2024, Europe's largest economy will be
stuck in recession for the second consec-
utive year. More and more businesses are
under pressure and are suffering from
falling sales, high rnnrgf' costs and taxes,
and Germany's overly cumbersome
bureaucracy. Starting me 2022, per
capita production in Canada has de m.ul
in six of the last seven quar
Unemployrment has also |ncu.m‘d hya fuII
percentage point compared to last year,
Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

TRUMP DEMANDS EQUAL TARIFFS
Madam — Donald Trump, the newly
elected President of the United States,

R Ashwin retires from international cricket

ost Test wicket-taker (only behind Anil

Kumble's 619 wickets), announced his
retiramant from intarnational cricked at the age
of 38. He expressed gratitude to his feammates
and the BCCI, highlighting his fusfilling career.
While he feals he still has mone o offer, he'll
focus an club-level cricket. Ashwin conclsded
his inbernational career with 537 Test wickets,
156 0D wickets and 72 T200 wickets. His crick-

Rn«i:hmw.m Ashvwin, India’s sacond-high-

has proposed a “Reciprocal Tariff" pol-
icy. Jmllmg & new direction in glob-
al trade. Criticising the high tariff poli-
cies of countries, including India, he
highlighted them as a source of inequity.
Trump stated that if any country impos-
s tariffs on American products, the US
will respond with equivalent tariffs, He
specifically pointed to developing coun-
tries like India, which levy high tariffs
to protect domestic industries, Using
bicycles as an example, he alleged that
India imposes over 100 per cent duty on
American bicycles, while the US does
not charge such high tariffs on Indian
products,

This policy, claimed to be based on rec-
iprocity and fair, like! 3 1o promaote
protectioni fally destabilising
the global trade system, 1t |:usLs con-
cerns ahout increas e
between India and the El‘; I{lghu prod-
wct prices could add economic burdens
on consumers and strain bilateral rela-
tions. For India, it is crucial to engage
in dialogue with the US administration
o maintain trade balance. This tariff

at journay, from a fringe player in the 2011 Wodd
Cup to one of India's greatest malch-winners,
has bean marked by trials, thumphs, and urmwa-
vering dedication. Daspite overseas chalenpes
and contraversies, his innovative approach and
analytical mind have solidified his place in crick-
ating histary.

The 38-year-old Ashwin, with 537 Test wickats
and six centuries, will continue playing franchiss
cricket, nodabdy for Chennal Super Kings in the
next adition of tha IPL in 2025, Wa should not
forget that Ashwin is tha man who played his
cricket all through with clevemess and dignity
and decided to retire clevarly and in a dignifisd
manner toe, Wa should not be ungrataful and
miss recognising and saluting him for his
immanse contribution to Indian cricket after Anil
Kumibde hung up his boots, Love you, champi-
on! Cricket lovers will miss you for sural

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

conflict will not be limited to econom-
ic impacts; it will also have far-reach-
ing diplomatic and social consequences,

R K Jain | Barwari

TABLA MAESTRO'S LERACY

Madam — Zakir Hussains music was
intertwined with his all-encompassing
love for everyone without an iota of bias
or prejudice, In fact, it reminds one of
a popular Kishore Kumar number,
“Pyaar Baantte Chalo” (Keep spreading
love), from the 1965 Hindi movie
“Hum sab ustaad hain"

Apart from his divine renditions on the
tabla, what endeared him most to his
audiences was the halo of love and
humility that surrounded him. In an
interview with the BBC, he once said
that all his shows were sold out well in
advance, not because of him, but
because of the power and attraction of
music,

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

Send your feedback lo:
letterstoploneer@gmail.com
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SRI LANKA-INDIA:
ON THE SAME PAGE

Both nations reiterate commitment to defence
collaboration and regional stability

KUMARDEEF BANARJEE

ndia strengthensad its ies with its closest maritime neighbor, Sr Lanka,

this week, countering the growing infuence of Chin in the island nation.

Sni Lanka's President, HE. Mr. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka, made his
first bilateral visit to New Delhi following the recent presidential and par-
liamentary elections. Earlier this year, President Dissanayaka had also
visited Delhi at a tirme when Sri Lanka's political future, including the tim-
ing of & elechions, was still uncertain. The new President came to power
riding on the left-leaning party, which is known to have harboured some
Anti-Indian sentiments in the past. However, New Delhi chose o bet on
the relatively young Marxist leader, hoping for a sense of prudence in
future. Disnayaka in the past, has managed fo maintain a fine balance
in & Lanka's bilateral relations with India and China, not trying to get
caught in any crossfire.
Meanwhile, while India’s military tensions with China have de-escalat-
ed in the recent past it still chooses to be cautious. Special
Representatives from India and China also met this week in Beiling, to
discuss their mutual bilateral relations. It seems that with the Trump admin-
istration back in the Oval Office in January, China wants to de-escalate
military tensions with countries it considers as rivals. China is aware
that Trump is likety to impose tariffs on many of its exports to the US,
and perhaps further tighten the transfer of high-end technology from
America. It is acutely aware that, India would not join an economic dia-
Ingue unless the overarching military issues are sorted It is against this
background, that Sr Lankan President’s visit to India assumes signifi-
cance. i may be recalled that China had in the past, sent spy ships

[ »

: E
{which it calls maritime research vehicles) to Sri Lankan waters, which
have raised many red flags for the Indian security agencies.
China akso controls crtical ports in Sr Lanka, which during any military
confict could be used for strategic purposes. S Lanka's President is
aware of his country's dependence on China to keep its economy afloat,
while, also not trying to disturb the deep bilateral partnership with India.
It was heartening for policy watchers in India to note that the Sr Lankan
President chose Dei fo be his port of call after getting elected and came
out with some emphatic statements, regarding not alowing, their nation-
al tarritory to be used for any anti-India activities. The joint statement
refeased after the President and Indian PM"s meeting read “Recognising
shared security interests of India and Sn Lanka, both leaders acknow-
edged the importance of regular diziogue based an mutual trust and trans-
parency and giving primacy fo each other's security concerns. India is
5 Lanka's closest maritime neighbour, President Disanayaka reiterat-
ed 5 Lanka's stated position of not permitting its territory 1o be used
in any manner inimical to the security of India and towards regional sta-
bility."
Taking cognisance of India’s security concenns the two nations further
reiterated to “Explore the possibiity of concluding a framewark Agreement
on Defence Cooperation; Foster cooperation in hydrograpty; Provision
of defance platforms and assets to augrment Sri Lanka's defenca capa-
bilities; Intensify collaboration through joint exercises, maritime survei-
lance, and defence dialogue and exchanges; Extend assistance (o strength-
en capabiities of S Lanka on disaster mitigation, refief and rehabilita-
tion, including through training, joint exercises and sharing of best prac-
tices; and Enhance capacity building and training for Sri Lankan defence
forces and conduct tailor-made fraining programmes, wherever
required.” The bedrock of this relationship is India's generous econom-
ic support to S Lanka without putting # through non-transparent, seff-
serving infrastructure loans, which has led to the lass of strategic ports
for the island nation.

(The witer is & policy analyst; views are personal)

The evolution of cinema
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through technology

Whether through sound, colour, digital effects, or immersive technology,
filmmakers have always sought to expand the boundaries of what is possible

encath the flickering lights of an
old projector, cinema was born—
a dance of shadows and light,
whispering stories into the dark.
From silent dreams projected on
silver screens to the roaring worlds of
cobour and sound, cinema has always been
amagician, conjuring entire u rses with
the stroke of a recl. As technols
its magic dust over time, the cinematic world
transformied, evolving from simple movin,
pictiires into immersive journeys that now
wrap s in their digital embrace, where imag-
ination knows no bounds.In the late 19
y, ci el 1al experi-
i ndra (1913},
India's first feature film, relied entircly on
visuals, as sound was not yet a part of cin-
ematic storytelling. Globally, the Lumiére
brothers' early works, such as L' Arrivie d'un
train en gare de La Ciotat (1895), left audi-
ences mesmerised.
The technology was simple—manual cam-
eras, mechanical projectors, and natural light.
But this early era laid the foundation for the
visual storytelling techniques that film-
makers would continue to refine for decades
to come. The advent of sound in cinema was
a game-changer. Alam Ara (1931) became
Indlia's first talkie, marking the beginning of
an era where dialogue and music played a
crucial robe in storytelling, Globally, The Jaz
Singer (1927) made sim ﬁur waves, showcas-
ing the transformative power of synchro-
nized sound. Colour, too, began to seep into
cinema's world, While Kisan Kanya ( 1937)
was India’s first colour film, it wasn't until
Mughal-e-Azam (1960) and Hum Dono
(1961 that codour became a truly artistic ele-
ment, bringing emotional depth and
grandeur to the screen.
The partially colourised Mughal-e-Azam in
particular stunned audiences, giving the larg-

r-than-life historical drama a visual vibran-
cy tha h]’!n:\'i.s:rusl}' unimaginable Ramesh
Sippy’s Sholay (1975) was a groundbreaking

5i

Ii]}m. being the first Indian movie shot on a
70mm screen. Indian theatres were not ini-
tially equipped to accommaodate this scale,
Tt the tormat gave Sholay’s action sequences
alarger-than-life feel, adding to its epic nar-
rative. The film also inlmdllqlccd. Cl;il‘l;!m:t‘d
stereophomnic sound, a novelty in Indian cin-

THE TECHNOLOGY
WAS SlMPLE— using advanced CGL and mot

ema. Shan (1980} followed, introduc-
ive special effects such as
tion choreography,
and stunt sequences, drawing com-
parisons to Western films like James
Bond, with a blend of spectacle and
style that had rarely been seen in
India. The onset of digital technolo-
gy and CGI changed the landscape
of Indian cinema in the 20005
Films like Krrish (2006) and Ra. One
(2011) ushered in a new era of super-
hero films and futuristic themes,

MANUAL capture. Robot (2010}, featuring a

CAMERAS,

humanoid robot protagonist, com-
bined im i
ing story

ssive VEX with engag-
lling, marking a turning

MECHANICAL p_\ill:l in:[t:‘diT“ Cil}l:nl;!'!i.lt.‘]al.:nll!ihi':
PROJECTORS, increasingly prvales, Hollywood
AND NATURAL jl}d Indian cinema both embraced

ital effects as a core component

LIGHT. BUT THIS of storytling.

EARLY ERA LAID

Hollywoods Jurassic Park {1993) and
The Matrix (1999) showcased the

THE FOUNDATION immense potential of CG. Indian

FOR THE VlSUAL nm\'flundm{s with their
STORYTELLING
TECHNIQUES

FILMMAKERS
WOULD

films like Baahubali (2015-2017) set
reathtak-
ing visual effects, making Indian cin-
cema a global player in the visual
effects arena. R {2022} followed
suit, pushing the envelope with
THAT dynamic CGi-enhanced action
scenes.Cinema is now becoming
more immersive than cver. James
Cameron's Avatar (2009) brought 30
to the forefront of mainstream cin-

CONTINUE TO ema, while Indian cinema explored

REFINE FOR
DECADES TO

immersive experiences with films
like Kaala {2018}, which offered a
360-degree VR experience,
Technologies like VR and Al are now
CUME buginm to mierge with tradition-
al filmmaking, pushing the bound-
aries  of storytelling  even
further. Technological advancements
have transformed both the creative
and commercial aspects of cinema,
allowing films to evolve into multi-
faceted brands. Innovations like
high-definition cameras, VFX, and
animation have significantly elevat-

ed the quality of filmmaking,
enabling lange-scale productions
such as RRR and Baahubali to cre-
ate immersive experiences that
attract global audiences.

These technological tools have
expanded the branding potential of
films, positioning them as not just
stories, but as l’}}:‘ﬁml entertainment
products. Furthermore, the media
and entertainment sector's growth,
particularly in India, reflects this
shift, with theatrical revenues reach-
ing an all-time h ilfh of INK 120 bil-
liom in 20232 The business model of
cinema has expanded beyond tradi-
tional box-office revenue, thanks to
digital platforms like O'TT services,
which offer new avenues for distri-
bution and monetisation. These
platforms provide filmmakers with
the opportunity to market their
films globally, turning bocal content
into international brands, Films
now capitalise on multiple revenue
streams, including merchandising,
digital rights, and exclusive stream-
ing deals. Additionally, high-end
multiplexes have begun focusing on
P ium_cinematic experiences,
creating “experience zones” that
cater o affluent audiences and fur-
ther enhance the brand identity of
films?

Cinema has also become a significant
platform for advertising and brand
collaborations. FMOG, e-commerce,
and tech companies increasinghy use
films for product placements and
promotions, contributing to the
industry’s revenue.

Meanwhile, Indian films are reach-
ingg wider audiences across 160 coun-
tries, thanks to advancements in con-
tent production and global distribu-
tion. This expanded global reach is
turning Indian cinema into a formi-
dable international brand, with films
frequently topping global streaming
charts, further proving that techno-
loggical advancements are integral to
both the branding and business of
cinema? Recently released films like

CHAITANYA ¥ PRASAD

Kalki 2898 AD and Stree 2 have
pushed the envelope for Indian cin-
erma by leveraging advanced CGland
innovative storytelling techniques.
Kalki 2898 AD embraced futuristic
narratives, with its visually rich
piction of a dystopian future made
possible through cutting-edge visu-
al effects, similar to global sci-fi films,
Stree 2 blended horror, comedy, and
OOl to craft a unique, immersive
experience, further proving that
Indian filmmakers are increasingly
adept at balancing n: ve depth
with technolo, ic,lfpm placing
them an the “!fuls.ll stage. From the
carly days of silent films to today’s
CGl-driven spectacles, cinema has
comtinuously evolved with technolog-
ical advancements.
Whether through sound, colour,
digital effiects, or immersive technol-
ogy, filmmakers have always sought
1] ur'i:nd. the boundaries of what’s
possible. The future of cinema tech-
nolagy promises exciting sdvance-
ments. Virtual reality (VR) and aug-
mented reality (AR} are set tw pro-
vide even more immersive story-
telling experiences, allowing au
ences to interact with cinemat
worlds in unprecedented ways,
Artificial intelligence (Al) is r:iu
emerging in post-production, help-
:’g :}iwinli‘l}c vﬂua] cffiects Jr‘;d
iting processes. Additionally, inne-
vations in 3D and holographic pro-
jections could redefine how we expe-
rience films in theatres and at home,
Advances in sound technology, like
spatial audio, will make the viewing
experience more immersive, ensur-
ing cinema continues to evolve, The
cinematic journey, it seems, is far
from over—technology is pushing
the boundaries further, transforming
both the art of storytelling and the
audience,
(The writer is a former additional
DG, DFF and Festival Director,
TEFI; views are personal. Inputs by
Zoya Ahmad and Vaishnavi
Srinivasan)

Rajasthan’s Golden Horizon: From cultural marvel to investment powerhouse

With the success of ‘Rising Rajasthan Investment Summit 2024, the state is poised for an economic transformation

ore ri dharti jathe-ar
SerJJufr' ro aasman -

translates to “Where the
carth is made of gold and the
sky is built with silver” This
cherished folk song beauti-
fully captures the essence of
Rajasthan's Thar Desert.
Today, these words remain as
relevant as ever, reflectin
the state’s unique charm an,
its emergence as a hub of
global investment opportu-
nities. Rajasthan, India's
largest state, is rich in min-
CI;HS. endowed with vast
solar and wind energy
resources, and brimming
with potential for investors
worldwide.
The Rajasthan Government
has successfully hosted the
! sthan Investment
Summit 2024' in Jaipur this
week. Throughout the event,

MOHIT TANTIA

memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) totalling
over Rs 35 lakh crore were
signed, highlighting the
immense investment poten-
tial of the state. Actually, very
few places can nml:g\
Rajasthan’s allure.

It ‘boasts nine UNE
‘World Heritage 5
palaces and fort

0 sunny
days a year, powerful winds,

and expansive land.
Combined with excellent law

and order and robust rail
connectivity, these factors
place Rajasthan in a league of
its own as a destination for
investment. Currently, the
state is undergoing an eco-
nomic transformation. The
government aims to propel
Rajasthans economy from
$180 billion to $350 billion
by enhancing the Ease of
Doing Business and creating
employment apportunities
for the youth.

Over the next five years, the
administration secks to gen-
erate one million jobs across
private and T!ullfic sectors,
with a focus on attracting
ificant investments.
ief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma envisions Rajasthan
as a pivotal player in Ind
economic growth. His
administration is fostering a

pro-business environment
across industries, recognising
that Rajasthan’s develop-
ment is integral to achieviny
the vision of a "Develope
India" by 2047, Rajasthan's
rich natural resources, skilled
workforce, and outstanding
connectivity make it a mag-
net for invest 5.

Over 58 p at of the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) and 39
per cent of the Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC) pass
through the state. This infra-
structure connects Rajasthan
o domestic and export mar-
kets, while its proximity to
northern states and western
ports ensures seamless trade
access. With the third-largest
national highway network
and !iCL'lllldEl:ll'HL‘il rail net-
work in India, along with

ning inland container depots,

seven airports, and an air

cargo cumlplms. Rajasthan is

a logistical powerhouse.
L

Rajasthan’s

prospects span div
ctroleum infr

tors:
ture, food pr
tion, chemi

systems, automotive, elec-
tric vehicles, and renewable

energy. Traditional indus-
tries like tourism, and
emerging fields like star-
tups, also offer immense
potential,

For instance, in agricu lture
and  agro-processing,
Rajasthan is a top producer
of mustard, millet, guar gum,
ﬁ.'nujflt‘rk. isabgol, and med-
icinal crops. The sector con-
tributed 29 per cent to the
state’s Gross State Value
Added (GSVA) in 2022-23,
The state also ranks second
in livestock population and
milk production and is a
leader in spices, organic
farming, and coarse wool.
With these advantages, the
agriculture sector presents
vast opportunities in ag
food parks, warchousing,
and cold chain facilities.
Rajasthan's journey from a

investment
s
truc-
sing, educa-
electronic

cultural and historical trea-
sure toa thriving investment
hub reflects its unparalleled
potential and forward-look-
ing vision. The state’s abun-
dant natural resources, excel-
lent infrastructure, and
strategic location make itan
ideal  destination  for
investors across various sec-
tors, from renewable energy
and agriculture to manufac-
turing and technology.
With an ambitious econom-
i nsformation underway,
Rajasthan’s government is
committed to creating a pro-
business environment that
will not only attract global
investments but also create
employment opportunitics
for its youth.

As the state continues to
capitalise on its diverse
strengths, the “Rising

Rajasthan” initiative stands
asa testament to its gmwin%
prominence on the globa
stage.
The government's efforts,
backed by strategic partner-
ships and forward-thinking
P‘J[]:Eillﬁ. osition Rajasthan
as a key player in India's eco-
nomic future, drivin
ﬁrcrwih. prosperity, am.
evelopment.
‘The initiative secks to bolster
Rajasthan’s industries, create
jobs, and amplify its eco-
nomic potential, ensuring
the timc]rrsh folk song “Sone
ri dharti jathe-ar chandi ro
aasman” resonates on a glob-
al stage.

(The writer is Exi
Member, National Insti
for Locomotor Disabilities,

Kolkata. Views expressed
are persoral)
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2024: Watershed year
for Indian diplomacy

e mandaring of the external affairs ministry can pat themselves an the

back for a successful year of dialogue and diplemacy with variows coun-

tries and at international forwms, IF India bs inoa better space towards the

end af 2024 than it was at the beginning of the year, much of it is owed tothe
austained work done in continuous METHE.

The crowning achievement of direct cy through bilateral meetings at dif
feremt bevels in the year was with Clina, The recommencemnent of the messting of
apecial represantatives after five years saw bath countries positively affirming the
oarteane of the disengagement procesa an the LAC while agreeing to move the rela-
tionship forward in many more areas.

A Himalayan thaw would not have come about without China, easily the most
dominant ey in pegional forums gt which India is also feamred promimently,
sowing the Lnlltatlvetn resalve the border standoff. As if to mdicate wheve the
diplomatic push came from, President Xi Jinping had shepherdad Prime Ministes
Marendra Modi to 8 nngﬂ:pmunlly after their mesting in Kazan, Bussia on
Cetober 23 at which mm:mnudannsmmm:hebmd.er
msunmmst&pmuﬂn nmszing Dllateral tie

A meeting between the forelgn ministers af the [‘n!b i Rio de Janeiro was fol-
bowed by the SRs mest ledh; NSA H:@e ; al slnd{mhmut:e'-\‘m Yii m Bfl]ingthls

ther, th Ve imitiativesa
The crowning I.lh\e IHTENTLI 2 there E ing talk of omm
gence over sy points for taking forward cross-border
gh cooperation, meluding revival of the Manasarovar
yatra for Indians and data sharing an trans-border
rivers and border trade,

This is a total twrnaround from the Galwan clashes
af the summer of 3020 that had revived the warst of
obd suspicions and widened a trust deficit. The
Chinese troap buikdup on the LAC may not have bess-
ened muci\ but the phased disengagement and
of the Lling can be taken as proof of how
Indin had amot{u to China an the barder, ot cowing
down to the Chmeee atrategy nf"salami-allc‘lng" that
it may be following in its barder disputes with ar least

five ather countries.

tanding as we do at & promising moment resembling the start of 8 new era in
China ties, India can take heart from the fact that the year saw it solidify its vela-
tionship with Sri Lanka, which pivated off a distinct Chinese orbit and sought a
change lhatmjg: even aee it tili a bit towards India. Having been a friend in need
at the time af financial meltdown, India is in a far better place vis a vis Sri
Lanka ton than at the start of the year,

With solid, even stolid diplomacy, India was able to get through to an aggres-
aively pro-Ching Maldives and bring it arcund to see the benedit of balanced ties,
India has opened its purse strings to be more helpful to neighbours and done so
with good antlnnamd that made a diffevence in Sri Lanka and Maldives,

A change in regime in Bangladesh might test India's pmence at diplomacy, bt
there, too, India made its point in the foreign secretary's visit for Dhaka to con-
vines it of how heneficial connectivity in energy, digital avenues and teade eould
be fior a developing nation,

I"slmmmm'll.l[J listan, and it continues to swear by croas-boeder terror, It will
be a tharn until some that China convinces it of the aftractions of regional
peace initiatives. Even so, India can back at 2024 and call it a diplomatic water-
abed year that may help usher in prosperity along with peacs,

Probe ferry mishap thoroughly

horrifie accident af a :Lmﬂ;anﬂanmn]speed Taat near Mumibai

shocked the naﬂm et ferry carrying move than
ll:lrFasaengm from Gateway of Indla n'-(‘.hnrap-m iland, the histar-
ieal Elephanta Cavea are aituat capgl:ed in the Avabian Sea after the navil

apeedboat collided into it. %nl'nrllpenpl wie beem confirmed desd and & search
was on for twio missing — a man and a ctuld. 'l‘he incident has raised several ques-
toms that must be answered by the

The flrat question uwhe‘m.ermepassengel ienj had deviated from its approved
course ar nat, It can be easily answered as all vessels in the waters around Munibai
are tracked I:ry the Mumbal F‘:un Trust through Vehicle Tracking System (VTS All

veasels, including fishing boats and forvies, have the Automatic
Identificatbon Systern inatalled. This was made mandatory after W Pakistand ter-
roriats enteved Mumbai via sea route on November 26, 2008,

As per the Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMb) safety norms, a passen ge
must carry life jackets for more than 100 per cent passengers, Annual MM tnspec
tom of all registered vessels i mandatory, Fire safety equipment must be
checked in the anmal inspection, Were more 1ifi jackets available on Neel Kamal
:"nm" 1tl;e mmber of enboard paasengers and does the anmual MME inspection con-

it

The Navy also nesds to come clean. As per thedr official statement, a new engine
was inatalled an the speedboat and & trial was being conducted when the accident
oecurved. IF that (s troe, the NavEmu;hl to have isswed an abert about its exercise
taking place on the rowte of a civilian ferry. As per the general practice, ather ves-
sels are not allowed to enter the area of naval exercise. However, as per the pre-
liminary information, no alert iven by the Navy about Wednesday's exercisa,
18 theve was an alert Bsued, its pmnfﬂmmbemadepuhllr

i BEAtE poverTiment and Mavy have announced a joint investigation into the

tragie accident, The investigation must answer the abave questions.
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Let people celebrate, or
India’s rise will be hurt

= Patrale
¥ 4 Chatterj

canaunity interference in

ng  processions in
India remaing a akgnifcant
concern, particularly for
inter-faith_and inter-caste
couples, There has been
progress  toward  preater

this season of eelebra-
thons, can am

denied their right to cel-
ebrate? That is exactly
hat happened to Ash-
ar Chondhury and Avani
Bhargava, an interfaith con-
. Bath are prafessionals
in the United States,
Eartier this wear, they regis-

tered their marvisge un
India's Special Marviage Act
1964 with LheOmmJlsarg{‘.en-
eral of India in 8an Fran-
clsm The couple had plans

aJ ovous wedding re r
tion this month with family
and friends in Aligarh, their
bamagtawn, Invitation cands
were distributed.

Eut then things wok an
astonighing tum.

What was meant o be &
lappy occasbon ended in &
heart-breaking stary. As
widely repocted by the
media, & matley bunch of

le belonging to assorted

mdu Taticmalst grou,

Aligarh pot to know about
the recepdion and decided o
take things into thelr awn
hards, They protested, sul-
mitted & memorandom to
the local administration, and
ﬂumlen;n:] dire cm;i

riEnces o the i
glm:e The m ther
asaerted, had no right to cel-
ebrate  thelr  marviage
because cne was a Muslim
and the other a Hindw, and a
reception would “disrupt
‘eomeninal harmony”,

“We are not against thelr
marringe a8 they are adults,
bt we the get-tog-
wther schaduled for Llecem
ber 21, Such functions coukd
lead o more interactions
between young men and wo-
men of the two different nnm
munities," the

1 arn atill rulbsbing my eves,
trying to find a link between
the situation of Hindus in
Hangladesh and a proposed

wedding  reception  in
Allgarh whese the couple

1o be froms different
Taiths.

Arguably, in Iy lar-
iseﬁ:ﬁla?rﬁelm'n it Hin-
du-Muslion marriages grabs

mast artention but it s
1o means the sale marker
undue commumity inter-
fevence. Another recent rep-
art from Bulandshahe, Uttar
Pradesh, pivots around a
Dalit constable's wedding
which  was
allegedly attacked by upper
caste men who objected o
load music plaved by s
ria aay the grons van-
ised the vehicle, threw
stpnes, and forced the iumm
toaff his haorse, In the
melee, several guesta w
u\juned “The accased hﬂ
v prevented the in
af mum and sze pmﬂ?ﬂoﬁ
bt alse resorted 1o thrests,
brandishing !!l'eermn il
ml]eas}un castedst slurs on

personal lives.

pes to infiemn the authari-
ties of inger-faith marvisges
ard conversions, These laws
can potentially encourage
compmunity survedllance of
weddings, where individuals
ar groups may selectively
EE MArTiages or cre

ate a sitaation that can delay
ar disrupt specific wedding
aelehl'ntms The Ijmups
argue they have soclal senti-
mieist acking thems,

'1\19 aﬁe in Idangnms ter-
raln with such ar 15,

Such ud\eml:mnm

aver inter-fasth marri
3 India that “safe souses' SFS
shelters are becoming mtl
cal. The Special Marriage
Act 1854 4 Indian citi-

of diverse el
tioaslips but the cancellad
wedding  reception  in
Aligarh shows that disrup-
1ors feel emboldered,

How much loager are we
going to allow this frenzy
aver mtee-faith marriages o
distract ua from the pressing

everyday problems Facing
ardmary Indians® In a
country, adults should be
free i love and masry who-
ever they wish in, tar el
ehrate the way they wish.
Warryingly, the  line
beqween community sparit
anl commuany rEnce
I8 blurring. If this comtinwes,
we  will itimise  and
ETARET who believe
in community interference
in private lives,

litical shifts are tak-

ing place across the world,
Uncertainties loom abead,
ndis has a chaiee: i can
elther puat all its energy into
drressing thse 1

e {0 marry, i

af their relipon,
ethnicity, throuy
procedure. §

slons exist to peetect the
rights of inter-faith coupls
to marry, bat on |hegrau|d

caste, or
a elvil
provi-

ey th d o
kIJl us far !‘Jllng a eam-
plaint...," the bride's beother
told journalists,

We are at the fag end of
208, Tumuliuous chan
are sweeping across the
world. A Int has changed in
the coumiry oo, Hub some
things obatinately persiss.
India continues i celebrate
individual Muslims whao are
visibly suceessful, Lau
internationally and, who add
to the sheen of Brand India.
But in many parts of the
country, hnﬁh hehav:m:.r
towards  ordinar i
be)mglng n m:’vlmmty

o ave of the Hirdu natmlsa]
It outfits told jourmal ista,

Bath m?:lhl.es Iéa:e\ne naw
annpanced that recep-
tian is cancelled due to
“unforesesn cireum-
stances”. Clearly, theve were
mmt'\;hnhuu mlk;sakq af

couple. One media repart
[ read neded that the |ﬁo
randum alse brought wp
ather isaues such a5 the mis-
trestment of Hindus in
Banglaresh,

the noem,

Inter-faith marriages
remain a politieal and soeio-
cultural hot patato, trigger-
ng threats, 1|mm)ds.uma|!j
sametimes viclence, It s
naw soclally acceptable to
interfere in other people’s

somal Lives, label the cele-

tlan of an inter-faith mar-
rlage as “instigation” to
cammnal harmony,

Several Indian states have
enacted laws requiring cou-

of the activities

ome weel , foemer ab deguty chibef the mischief played in the 1080 by the o

minister Sukhbir smpg’;‘lmmggmg T oy ek Punjab can't be Em u?&']hr

religions penance at the holy Hmmnmllr and the carefil, i tar

Sahib in Amritsar's Galden llll'm\jnhnfl’akhlnm Inter-Sepvices Intelligsnce
\dMa.nam mhil]lﬂewhena multbemumllmmtalnha

wedding

India can be disrapted dmm
a mlxmnfmilmll opposition,
anciel religsons
sure, as well nslfnhnmm
tive interference. What hap-
pehed in .ﬁhgarh has hag—

before and

Eeppmagam

Recently, the Bombay high
oourt supggested that state

st houses in districts
sed as "safe houses” for ing-
er-caste and nter-faith cou-
facing threats, The court
divected the Malarash
tra social justice and home
departments to come up
W!ﬂl a draft policy cireular
the safey and protection
m‘ poupkes in the state who
may be facing security
lssues due to inter-caste or
I

challenges that remain and
work  towards  fulfilling
grand aspirations, or it can
allow itself 1w be repeatedly
disteacted, let self-ancinbed
custodians of the naticnal
interest decide what cthers
ahould eat, who they shoukl
meet, with whom  they
should mate and what and
o they celehrate?
The question that pops up
as H)eh}ull Elmds down —
cana verse cous
which L:gleki about Ieedl%:
the workd, joining the club
mindern “developed
nations”, eontinue to wark
igself intp & ower who
marries whom? As we pon-
der the changes transform-
ing the world, we must
mn]lsemmelmghamels
begween communities will
eventually take the shine off
the India story. No one
should be allowed to deny
athers their right o cele-
beate  joyous  moments,
[ is not aboay

This shoukd make us think,
Safe houses for interfaith
o woukl be unnecessa-
m if podice and government
agencies were sevious about
cracking down an those try-
ing bo make the lives of these
couples  miserable.  India
iy introapect.
As the year winds down,

i nm.mlnnln noemal,

ince Independence, barring short interludes dur-
ing the time of Prime Mmhmr Lingat All Khan
{later assassinated) and for avound three years
f was both Chief of

when Gen. Pervez M

dmupl'ng werkding
slons and ceremcnies on
Mlimay grounds,

The writer facuses on devel-
oqumeit sea 0 India and

eanerging ecanammiss, §
can be reached at
patralekla.chatterios
el coer,

LETTERS

STRANGE REMEDIES

On the advice of a occult
practitioner, a man is
reported to have swal-
lowed a live black chick
which led to his death.
This was supposedly
done as a cure to his
being unable to have a
child. As there is a death
invalved it would be
unsympathetic to make it
out to be black comedy.
There will be thousands
of such cases across the
nation which never come
to the attention of the
media because there
have been no serious
consequences, Sadly one
observes even well edu-
cated individuals falling
prey to such kind of
ridiculous beliefs.
Antheny Henriques
Mumbai

SHAH SHOCKER

THE RECENT REMARK by the hame
mimbster staring that " Congress leaders
would have gat a place in heaven had
they the name of God rather
than fellowing the fashion of repeating
Ambedkar's name” has sparked out-
e acroas the country, reflacting a
caneerning disregard for the legacy af
D BB, Ambedicar and the prineiples af
democracy, Such a comment such
an high position can contaminate the
new generation's mind and lead o
undermining the 1 of our real
heme; It ia mmperative for the BIP o
lzance af this matter, ensure
m-spect for our great ]eaﬂern and
refrain from making such remarks in
the fufre.

Jakir Hussain
Kanpur, UP
NOBLE ASHWIN

IT I8 INCOMPREHENSIBLE that
an accomplished and committed
cricketer of the calibre of
Ravichandran Ashwin would bid

bye to Indian cricket midway
on an overseas tour, One may
vecall that during the recent India-
New Zealand home series he had 1o
rush to Chennal to see hia ailing
mother but he came back to Rajkot
and resumed his duties on the fleld
the very next day. So is it the atti-
mde”a élladehslbe'lecl:m'! Ithnr irked

m? O s relativel or

formance in the N'efn?' p;enlm
series lead to a self-assessment?
Was it that he wanted to give the
young brigade a chance?

amy J.
Chennai

alacrity. msmuummmm unnecessarily

e

‘Hadad Tamily and

issues in India,

nE the mmmntlnn bid on Sukhbir

b lueuwm ting the case, the
ﬁ in & verbal

Kamal Davar h

Strict watch on

the challenge
of ‘Khalistan’ is
vital in Punjab

o atempt
reh:lg “Khalistan” terrarist, Narain Si
l'.‘hmlm, at him. Thanks to an alert police sul
inspactor, Mr Radal was saved as the round went
. While the easfully thwart-
edlhememptm ihiar's life, a can of controver-
&ing as opened up on the mative behind this wnes-

%T:ltﬂ ing theorbs ha Emerﬁ

et Ve at
oocurrence inside the shrine in full
wiew af the Punjab police, who were fully conver-
samit with the Lnl'amnunhlimryandwhemhu‘md
Aﬂ%l‘hﬁa emglei o TJI|.I event need serious

intreapection, including those pointing to persnal
enmity or the “Khalistan" anmmmllr;nrm samme in

the Punjab Police claim, the -man-
apement” of this event o far the:
facling the Shiromani Aa the

joe and other security agencles delve deeply into

TUARCES nfﬂllﬂngﬂ.l;‘l!. it will be ?n;}]‘
security interests of the nation o yse any
"mmn"mpirmanm

The fact remains that ?\
gic border state of Punjab 18
u'lthnninheuedm]m'nmmlucurm pmh]euu

lahnemm.anhe‘:rnhm

Eﬂmm

nsharral
Army Staff and Prmi:l‘m‘t. I'aklmnlu'lula llgmmpif
pelic

l‘m'l"le mhmn"millnnhtmuwmem AMNE
I.milu&il(hdi ra with some support from the
mﬂa,m‘rlma]mremmﬁnm
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