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process which is aimed at maintaining
peace |s used to keep criminals away from
apecific areas for a set period. Data reveals
that in 2022, the Delni Police externed 716
people and in 2023, 619,

Tripura surpassed

fast-unto-death protest

users in the US., as the

shipments drop in

app shuts down

2024

30,000
The
target was set under an initiative of the
Automotive Tyre Manufacturers'
Azzociation (ATMA], and Tripura i ndw

alming to increase the plantation to 69,000
hectares. #n

Dallewal (70), who has
refused any ald since he sat

November 26, agreed to take medical aid
following the Centre's invitation for talks
an February 14 to discuss farmers'
demands, A group of 111 farmess had
joined Dallewal's fast on January 15. e

on a fast-unto-death on

million. TikTak users in
the U5, are no longer

the social media platform as a federal ban
on the immensely popular app takes
effect. The company's app was remaved
from prominent app stores, including the
ones operated by Apple and Google, w

able to watch videos on

Lqp

In per cent. Economic and
political uncertainties hit
consumers' appetite for the
sparkding wine in key markets. Praducers
had called for & cut in the grapes harvested
this year after sales fall mode than 15% in
the first half of 2024, neurees
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How is TRAI and the govt. combating spam?

How will blockehain technology effectively counter spam? What are some of the steps being taken by the government against unsolicited commercial communications? Have
some of the measures already taken been effective against unwanted calls and messages? What is a do-not-disturh regisory?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
he Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAT) will
be using distributed ledger
technology (DLT) to register
spam preferences from customers, TRAI
chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti said, Spam
rules will be tightened o make
commercial messages traceahbe, the TRAL
has indicated.

What is TRAIs role in fighting spam?
The TRAI regulates the telecom industry,
and its main role is in regulating

olicited Commen
(UCC), the official

a
dho-naot- d:ﬁturh{[]‘\l[)} registry, which

would force telemarketers to abide by
customer pmll.n’_nn.r_-. when it came o

lry thl:ly are nc:t '|LI|1]'J(!|I.I’J [
get any spam calls or SMS me 5.

TRAI had also worked with an external
agency to develop a DND app, which
wonld .lll.uw CUSIOHTRTS to Tegister thmr
DND e, and accept ¢
Under the Telecom Commercial
Communication Customer Preference
Regulation (TOCCPR), 2018, telemarketers
who called or sent messages to
DND-registered customers would receive
warnings, and if enough warnings
accumulated, they would be blacklisted
from sending messages to telecom
OpErators,

The DND app has not always been
maintained by the TRAL and was briefly
unavailable from 3022 onwards, An SMS
reparting facility where users would have
o report messages in a particular format
was available, but further steps were
taken to make the process more user
friendly. In 2024, TRAI mandated that
DND reporting be made available on
every telecom provider's app.

What role does blockchain play?

In order to fight the deluge of spam
messages, TRAI mandated in the TCOCPR
that teleos use a blockchain ledger, also
lervoramy as a distributed ledger, in order to

Tebeos would also be required o l|1pmw.
specific formats of messages, For
instance, an OTP message that goes,
"Your OTP s 433212, would be stored in
the blockchain as “Your OTP is with
space for a variable. These messages have
been required to be sent from sender 1Ds,
and not phone numbsers,

This has been one of the most stringent
rules that have been isswed o fight SMS
spam anywhere in the world. Blockchain
s i technology allows for so-called
immutability, which means that every
stakeholder involved ina transaction has

GETTY INAGES

a reliable, untamperable version of the
same data. At the time of the 2018
regulations, the necessity o use
blockehain for the purpose of mainaining
a spam exemption database was debated,
as enthusiasm about the technology's
spilled over beyond

s, where it continues to

further tightened in the coming year,

Hawve these measures been effective?
Far those whn have registered their DND

that follow the rules
may have reduced, However, spam has a
constantly changing character. While
much of spam is merely commercial
agres that may be annoying but
, the wave of digiti on has
increased incentives to get around the
protections sgainst commercial

g and calling. A wave of

Imu.dull.m calls have also emerged, with
cyber frawds seeking to ensnare Indians in
financial scams. Many of these operations
are done outside the framework of SMS
sender [Ds, and are run through
disposable 10-digit phone numbers,
img it hard for real-time enforcement
anti-spam regulations.
There is also the issue of spam and
scam calls from international numbers,
which can be leased from certain online
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoI
providers, but appear as legitimate
international call traffic.

‘Which are the other steps taken by
the government to end spam?
The Department of Telecommunic mm
(DeT) has launched the Sanchar
partal, which has a reporting site
akshu. DoT has partnered with law
uﬂh woement, banks, and other
stakeholders in order to accept reports of
“suspected fravdulent™ calls and
messages, and has moved to cancel lakhs
of mumbers that are associated with
unauthorised telemarketers and

stay.
In 2024, the regulations were ti

nd mess; '-. thus

complete record of uhcs issued a message
before it is sent o an SMS gateway. This
was gimed at plugging a crucial faw in the
system that would allow anyone tx
n.gun:rim the blockehain solutions

1 by telecom op and
send ot fraudulent or spam mm“agul. in
spite of the systems in
them, These, Mr, Lahoti has said, will be

SCAmMmers,
It also set up the Telecom Security
Operation Centre at its New Delhi
headquarters to monitor suspicious
internet traffic in real time, Meanwhile,
firms like Airtel have taken steps to
declare suspicious calls using Artificial
Intelligence as "Suspected Spam,” a move
that is being replicated by other telcos as
well, The teloo ha so started labelling
international calls on smartphones,
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What did the ILO report state
about international migrants?

Why are there more male international migrants in the

obal labour force than women? Which are the

countries that have absorbed the most international migrant workers?

Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:
v addressing labour I'I1E{|(L‘T
shortages i
contributing remittances to
home countries, International
Migrants (IM) contimue to make
contributions to world economic growth,
the fourth edition of 'Global Estimates on
International Migrant Workers', released
by the International Labour Organization
(1L}, said.

What did the ILO state?

In 2022, IMs made up 4.7% (167.7 million)
o the global labour force, defined as both
employed and unemployed (but available
For work); over 30 million more than in
2013, An estimated 155.6 million were
employed and 12,1 million unemployed.
The share of IM men in the toal
employment for males globally was

i »

estimated at 4.7% and that of IM women
at 4.4%. However, between 20192021
rate of growth dipped annually to
than 1%, influenced among other factors

What about age and gender?

A higher proportion of IM males were
employed — GL3% out of a al of 102.7
million. Conversely, only 38,7% fes

IMs were employed out of a total of 64.9
million in 2022, All the same, the number
of women IMs has steadily risen ever
since the ILO began compiling global
estimates in 2015,

O excplanation for the smaller
proportion of women in the global labouwr
Force is their lower representation in the
total population of [Ms,

AL T4.9% (125.6 million), prime-age
adult IM workers - those aged between 25
and 54 years, both men and women —
constituted the largest majority of IM

workers in the labour foree in 2022, Less
than one out of 10 1Ms were bebow 25,
‘Way behind the abaove category, at 9.3%
were young IM workers, aged between
1524 years, numbering 15.5 million, in the
bour force. IMs aged between
were 12.5% and those above

65 at 3.4%.

‘Which economic sectors attract IMs?
The largest proportion of IMs, 68.4%
were concentrated in the services sector,
even higher than non-migrants. Women
IMs held the dumm.ml share in this arena
ar BO.T%, as g 60.8% among their
mabe counterparts. The corresponding
figures for non-migrant women and men
in the services industry were 59.4% and
46.3% respectively. Significamtly, the
dominance of IMs in this sector has
remained consistent over the decade,
upwards of 67% between 2013-2022, In
industry, the proportion of IMs was 24.3%

and that of non-migrants 24.2%. In
agriculiure, IMs accounted for 74%,
‘whereas non-migrants were at a
significantly higher share of 24

M.

‘Which are the main host countries?
High-income couniries absorbed the
largest number of IMs, sceounting for
GRA% (114 million people), in key sectors
such as services, especially in the
provision of care. At about a quarter of
this share, 17.4% (20,2 million), were
distributed among upper-middle-income
countries, For an entire decade between
20132022, high-income and
uppermiddle-income countries have
consistently remained primary
destinations for IMs,

The share of IM workers in northern,
southern and western Europe in the year
3022 was at 23.3%, increasing by less than
one percentage point after 2003, In
Morthern America on the other hand, the
share of IMs in the labour foree in 2022
was at 22,6%, a more than one percentage
point decrease over the same decade. The
Arab states accounted for 13.3% of IM
waorkers in 2002, down three percentage
paints over 2003, A combination of ageing
populations, growing demand in the care
economy and greater economic
opportunities means that high income
countries will continue to remain
attractive destinations for the bulk of IMs.

The writer is Director, Strategic
Initiatives, AgnoShin Technologies.
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ingi ] ies and their ‘presidential’ problem:
Recasting insolvency resolution Parties and their presidential’ problems
The crucial post of *State unit President’ has ignited much political activity
he Insolvency and Compounding the issue, several This is not merely abowt
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 NCLT benches do not operate for institutional efficiency. It is about
(IBC) is one of India's the full working day, even when institutional integrity. the *s diktats but it is also
maost significant not tasked with handling cases. attemg to undermine Mr,
economic reforms, introduced to from other benches. Sparse use of alternatives Vijayendra®s authority by mak-
address the challenges of As a result, delays have The procedural framework further Sharath 8. Srivatsa ing personal allegations, ulti-
insolvency resolution in a V.V, Sivakumar worsened, According to the exacerbates these constraints. The sharsh.srwvatsagithehindu.coin Kamataka mately seeking his removal.
structured and time-bound 8 an advocabs in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board | requirement for a mandatory The dissident group has ac-
manner. Madras High Court of India (IBBI), the average time hearing for all applications wver  the If\as cused Mr. Vijayendra of mak-
At the time of its introduction, for insolvency resolutions including for progress reports, 0 weeks, political cir- ing compromises with the
the [BC was seen as an important increased to 716 days in which is not in any way necessary cles in Karnataka have Congress on political issues,
tood that would help India's FY202524, up from 654 days in from the standpoint of natural been abuzz with intense dis- thus diluting the EJP's core
standing in the business world and FY202223. This is despite the justice, results in considerable cussions on the post of the ideology. Both groups have
bring bad borrowers and big Supreme Court's repeated calls for | delays. The limited use of State unit presidents of all the made multiple visits to New
defaulters to book. Yet, as the law adherence to the specific timelines | alternative dispute settlement three major political parties, The Ministers have been | Delhi to meet central leaders,
matured, certain issues have provided in IBC, including in the methods adds to the pu'ohlems of i.e., the Indian National Con- | speaking about the party’s | and Mr. Yatnal has been issued
cropped up that demand Jet Airways case, where the Court an already overworked system. gress, the Bharatiya Janata | "one man one post” formula | notice for his actions.
attention, particularly regarding Saal Sudharsan has stated that the Various jurisdictions across the Party (BJP) and the Janata Dal | and Mr. Shivakumar being The lack of unity and effec:
institutional capacity and Sathivamaoorthy “NCLTs/MNCLATs need o be globe contend with similar (Secular) or JDS). saddled with two important | tive leaders besides perceived
ral efficiency. The recent sensitised of not exercising their challenges pertaining to Both the ruling Congress | portfolios that is affecting or- | growpism have affected the
Supreme Court of India judgment is an advacate in the judicial discretion in extending the | institutional capacity and and the Opposition BJP have | ganisational work. Internally, | EJP. The saffron party is seen
in Jet Airways (State Bank of India Maciras High Court timelines...in such a way that it procedural efficiency. been besieged with dissident | however, it is being speculated | as having lacklustre outings in
& Ors. vs The Consortium of Mr. may make the Code lose its Nevertheless, the magnitude of activities to unseat the incum- | as the effort by those loyal to | the legislatre sessions where
Murari Lal Jalan and Mr. Florian India’s scale, its endemic bent chiefs, while the JINS) is | Karnataka Chief Minister Sid- | the ruling Congress’s powerful

Fritsch & Anr.) has laid bare the
many structural infirmities that
are plaguing India's insolvency
Tegime.

A double burden

The effective implementation of
the Insolvency and Bankruptey
Code (IBC) hinges on the
performance of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
and its appellate body, the

National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT). These tribunals

face the dual burden of handling
corporate insolvencies under the
IBC and cases under the
Companies Act. This institwtional
architecture, however, suffers
fromm what might be termed
“temporal disjunction”.

Conceived in 1999 hased on the

Eradi Committee’s
recommendations and
operationalised in 2016, the
NCLTs structure reflects the

economic realities of a bygone era,

leaving it ill-equipped to meet
contemporary demands, Witha
sanctioned strength of 63

members - many of whom divide
their time across multiple benches

— the NCLT has become a
hottleneck for insolvency
resolutions and corporate
transactions such as mergers and

amalgamations,

The Jet Alrways
case Is one
example of the
many structural
infirmities
affecting India's
insolvency
regime

effectiveness thereby rendering it
obsolete”.

The need for domain expertise
The current k's

cormuption and its economic

ambitions necessitate solutions

that transcend mere incremental
h The recent reform

deficiencies are manifest across
other dimensions. What stands
out the most is the qualitative
dimension of institutional
capacity. The current method of
appointment ignares the need for
domain experience. As the Court
noted in the Jet Airways case,
"Members often lack the domain

oposals, including the initiative
Er mandatory mediation prior to
the submission of insolvency
applications, present a degree of
optimism,

Further, there needs to be a
hybrid model that values judicial
experience and domain expertise.
Also, the time is ripe for

e reqmred to s pruced.uml inmivvations that go
the d complexities involved | beyond | | changes. The
in high-stakes insolvency creation ul‘speuullsed benches for
matters...”. This creates a paradox | different categories of cases could

where an institution tasked with
resolving complex cases is
hindered by a lack of specialised
knowledge.

However, the problems run
deeper than capacity limitations,
There is also the bureaucratic
labyrinth, There is no effective
systern in place before the NCLTs
for urgent listings. And as noted by
the Supreme Court, the staff of the
Registry is given wide powers to
list or not to list a particular
matter. Perhaps most troubling is
what the Court has termed a
“growing tendency™ among NCLT
and NCLAT members to ignore or
defy its orders, which threatens
the very foundation of India's
judicial hierarchy.

enhance both efficiency and
expertise and ensure that mergers
and amalgamations are cleared in
time,

Pertinently, infrastructure must
not remain an afterthought.
Adequate courtrooms and a

ualified, permanent support staff
aqrE cri :»]N to sustaining these
imstitutions within the broader
economic framewark, Above all,
India’s insolvency regime must
evolve beyond mere debt
resolution to serve as a proactive
driver of economic rejuvenation,
especially as the country aims o
attract greater foreign investment.
At this very important point in
time, the choice is clear. The time
for a bold reimagining is now.

anxious about the appoint
ment of a new president amid
rumours of the Congress mak-
ing efforts to poach JD(S) legis:
lators. Ironically, the leaders
of all parties are taking pot-
shots at rival political leaders
on the issue of party leader-
ship. There are some curious
subplots tow, such as the fact
that the Belagavi-based Jharki-
holi brothers - Ramesh and
Satish — being in the forefront
of seeking changes in the BJP
and the Congress,

The key issues
In the Congress, the interven-
tion of central leaders seems
tor have had a limited impact
on the discussion of replacing
Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) President
DK, Shivakumar, who is also
the State's Deputy Chief Minis-
ter. Senior cabinet Ministers
from the Congress continue to
make statements in the public
domain, and these include
K_N. Rajanna, Satish Jarkiboli
and G. Parameshwara, Bat-
tered by the veiled attacks
from his detractors, a miffed
ty Chief Minister went to
the extent of saying that “the
president post was not sale in
any store".

daramaiah to unsettle and

weaken Mr.  Shivakumar’s

hold on the party, who is wait-

ing in the wings to helm the
ment.

The Chief Minister’s loyal-
ists have argued that Mr, Shi-
vakumar, who took charge of
the party in March 2020 dur-
ing the COVID-9 pandemic,
has completed his tenure and
what is in place now is only an
interim arrangement. A full
fled it is by

Ministers and leaders have
suceessfully defended the go-
vernment despite there being
major allegations of cormup:
tion and scandals, Though Mr.
Vijayendra has been appoint:
ed for a term of three years,
Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that a BJP
State unit President will be
ebected soon. Mr. Vijayendra
has expressed his readiness o
I‘ane this election just as the

tor lead the party into the raluk
panchayat and zilla panchayat
elections, The statements and
counter-complaints have been
50 intense that the All India
Congress Commitiee  Presi-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge, has
asked all to “shut up and do
their jobs.”.

The BJI" too has been facing
rebel trouble, with a section of
veteran leaders opposing the
first-time legislator and EJP
State President, BY. Vijayen-
dra. Appointed in Nowvember
2023, he is the son of former
Karnataka Chief Minister and
Lingayat strongman B.S. Yedi-

yurappa.

Mot only is the group led by
the senior legislators Basana-
gouda R. Patil Yamal and Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi openly defying

ident group has said it is.

The JINS), whose fortunes
seem to be plummeting with
each election, is also looking
for 4 new president since the
incumbent, H.ID. Kumaraswa-
my, who is the Union Minister
for Heavy Industries and
Steel, is unable to find the
time to carry out his duties. &
perceived move to promote
his son, Nikhil Kumaraswamy
— he has, so far, faced three
consecutive electoral defeats
~ has been put off for the time
being. The party has an-
nounced that the new presi-
dent will be ‘elected' by April
2025, In the past, the hrst fa-
mily headed by the party su-
premo and former Prime Mi-
nister, H.I). Deve Gowda, had
a say in appointing the
presidents. pre

What the

ceasefire deal means for Palestine and Israel

The process, with effect from Sunday, is to involve the freeing of hostages, the increasing of aid and the beginning of the extensive reconstruction of Gaza

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he MO Windw,

| DATA POINT

Gautam Nirmal Doshi
Godhashri Srinivasan

fter over a year of war, a

ceasefire between Israel

and Hamas took hold in
the Gaza Strip an Sunday. Among
other things, the ceasefire process
would involve the fresing of hos-
tages on both sides and increasing
aid as well as a reconstruction of
destroyed buildings and a cessa-
tion of attacks. The charts show
the scale of the humanitarian cri-
sis. The Gaza StrlP'! COESS rufoud

Deaths,
displacements
and hunger

The data fior the charts were saurced from
United Mations Offica for the Coondination of

Bait Lahiya
10,820

Humanktarian AMalrs, Integrated Food Security,

Map: Damaged
structures, by
ici in

and other

L

sharply after October 7, 2003, the
day of the Hamas attack. The num-
ber of humanitarian aid trucks en-
tering the area plummeted from
arcund 500 to 600 a day to a frac
tion of that (Chart 1. The Integrat-
ed Food Security Phase Classifica-
tion reports show that at least 85%
of Gaza's population was categor-
ised as facing ‘crisis’, ‘emergency’
and ‘catastrophic’ levels of food in-
security  ever since December
2023 (Chart 2). As of January 15,
2025, there were around 98 hos.
tages. Even fewer were confirmed
to be alive. This is of the 251 people
taken hostage by Hamas on Octob-

er 7 (Chart 3).

Analysis by the United Nations
Satellite Centre (UNOSAT), showed
that 9%, of structures were dam-
aged in the Gaza Strip, as of De-
cember 1, 2024, UNOSAT identi-
fied that 60,368 structures were
destroyed, 20,050 were severely
damaged, 56,292 moderately dam-
aged, and 34,102 possibly dam-
aped (Chart 4). Since September
6, 2024, when the earlier analysis
of UNOSAT was carried out, the go-
vernorates of North Gaza and Ra-
fah have experienced the highest
rise in damage., Around 3,138 new
structures were damaged in North
Gaza and around 3,054 in Rafah.
Within North Gaz, Jabalya muni-
cipality had the highest number of
newly damaged structures, totall-

ing 1,339 (Map).

Gaza as af
December 1, 2024)

Map is pat o
scoie and pal all
municipalities hove
been mapped

Chart 1: Fewer humanitarian aid trucks reached Gaza after the war
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FIFTY YEARS AGO ANUARY 20, 1975

Dock Workers Call Off Strike
NEW DELHI, Jan. 19,

The four-day-old strike of the port and dock
workers wa_'.called off to-night ‘ull.uwmgan

workers'

and the Government,

The announcement of withdrawal of the strike
with immediate effect was made by workers
representatives after the 11-hour marathon
discussions with the Union Shipping Minister,
Mr. Kamlapati Tripathi.

Workers will be paid by way of interim relief an
amount of Rs. 120 for the period January 1, 1974
to July 5, 1974 and an amount of Rs. 180 for the
period July 6, 1974 to December 31, 1974,

For the period commencing from January 1 this
wear the workers will be paid by way of interim

relief a sum of Rs. 50 a month, All these interim
reliefs would be subject to the provisions of the
Additional Emoluments Compulsary Deposit
Act, 1974, The workers' representatives will
meet the Minister again after one month o
discuss how this interim relief should be reated.
Under the agreement the Government accepted
the demand of the port and dock workers that
the proposed wage revision should come into
effect from January 1, 1974,

The President of the Port and Dock Worker's
Federation, Mr. 5.R. Kulkarni, later said that half
of the amount would be paid to the workers in
cash. He congratulated the port and dock
workers on the peaceful manner in which they
conducted the strike. He also expressed his
gratitude to Mr. Tripathi for his enlightened
approach during the negotiations.

Mr. Tripathi expressed his happiness at the
termination of the strike. He also thanked the
workers for conducting the negotiations ina
cordial manner. He said: “1 believe that now the
work will go on in ports as usual and the backlog
will bee cleared soon. It is always good to settle
things by negotiations instead of resorting to
strike.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 20, 1925

Queen Mother of Nepal

(Associated Press of India)
Her Majesty the Queen mother of Nepal and
party beft Madras last rught at 'HU I:|3,' special
train for
they will arrive Rameswaram on 1‘||ursd.u.y¢!a.1'|_',I
morning. Enroute to Rameswaram they will halt
for six hours at Trichinopoly and about eight
hours at Madura. From Rameswaram they will
Ea)l a visit to Dhanushkodi on the 23rd, They
ave Rameswaram after staying there for about
5 diays on 26th instant reaching Arkonam on the
morning of 28th instant.
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c peace

frer 15 months of war, which saw the
deaths of tens of thousands of people, the
destruction of much of Gaza and multiple
rounds of painstaking negotiations, Hamas and
Israel have agreed to a ceasefire. As soon as the
news was out, thousands ventured out on the
streets in Gaza, hoping that the daily bombard-
ment and shelling would come to an end. Uncer-
tainty still lngered, but both sides resobved their
last-minute differences over details about lsracl's
partial withdrawal from Gaza and the names of
the hostages to be released on day one and the
ceasefire came into force on Sunday. This is not a
permanent end to the war, But given the violence
that Israel and Gaza have withessed since Octob-
er 7, 2023, even a pause in the war is a great relief,
especially for Gaza's 2.3 million Palestinkans. The
agreement is expected to be implemented in
three phases. In the first phase, Hamas will re-
lease 33 hostages, while lsrael will release aboiit
1,000 Palestinian security prisoners. The second
phuase would see more exchanges of hostages amd
prisoners and both sides are required to an-
nounce 4 permanent end to the hostilities. The
third phase will involve discussions on the ‘day
after’, including who should be in charge of Gaza,
As of now, both sides stay focused on phase
one, Trouble could arise when negotiations for
the next phases begin, When Isracl liunched the
witt, it set two objectives for itself < the destruce
tion of Harmas and the release of hostages, In 15
mionths of war, Israel has degraded Hamas's mil-
itant infrastructure, but the group has surdved
and reinvented itself as an insurgency, According
o Antony Blinken, the outgoing US, Secretary of
State, Hamas recruited as many fghters as it had
lost during the war, lsrael's inability to destroy
Hamas or secure the release of the hostages
through the offensive raises serious questions
about the 10F%s military tactics in Gaza, This
eould probably be one of the factors that per-
suaded Benjamin Netanyahu to accept the cease-
fire. But he has not commiited to bringing the
war to an end. Hamas, on the other side, de-
mands a complete withdrawal of lsrael from Ga-
#i. Despite the possible roadblocks, the fact that
a ceasefire came into foree I8 weleome news. It
provides a desperately needed relief for Gaza amd
a platform to build further talks, Isreael, Palesti-
nians as well as the international medistors
should now work towards bridging the gaps in
the post-war scenario, Israel will not acoept a sit-
wation that would beave Hamas as a ruling force in
Gaa. A more pragmatic solution is to form a un-
ited administration of all Palestinian factions un-
der the leadership of the internationally recog-
nised Palestinian Authority, and then shift the
foocus towards the reconstruction of Gaza, But for
this plan to work and peace to prevail, Israel
should be ready o withdraw all its troops from
the Gaza Strip.

Murder most foul

Making India safe for all must be
a priority for State authorities

he corviction on Saturday of a former civ-
ie police volunteer in the rape and mur-
der of a second-year postgraduate trainee
doctor in Kolkata has brought some closure to
her parents, but the struggle to make systemic
changes to make the workplace safe for women
continues, The District and Sessions Court, Seal-
dahi, fotind Sanjay Roy guilty of the horrifie crime
at the State-run R.G. Kar Medical College and
Hessprital om August 9, 2024, while on duty. Pro-
nouncing the verdict in the presence of the pa-
rents and the sceused, Judge Anirban Das said
the accused was found guilty based on evidence
put forward by the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CHI). The accused is being held guilty under
Sections 64 (rape), 66 (causing death), and 103(1)
(murdher) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Reading
out the verdict, the judge said the crime carries
the highest punishment of a death sentence and
the lowest of life imprisonment; the terms of the
sentence will be announced twoday. In his obser-
vations, the judge also put the spotlight on the
functioning of the hospital administration, saying
that the actions of the college's principal and oth-
er sendor members had “created some confu-
sion” in his mind, In widespread protests after
the crime, doctors, the parents, and civil society
had alleged that it could not have been the handi-
work of only one individual
Sandip Ghosh, principal of the R.G. Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital at the dme of the mur-
der, was arrested by the CBLon charges of evi-
dence tampering and the delay in Aling the first
inforration report (FIR), bt was released on bail
as the charge sheet had not been fled in 50 days,
as is the rule. Inefficiencies in policing have also
conie to the fore; there was an inordinate delay in
filingg the FIR, for example, and other lapses. The
parents of the doctor said they respect the judg:
ment and sought the highest punishment for the
accused but expressed hope that the investiga-
tion would not be halted so that all the culprits
are nabbed, & sentiment echoed by protesting
doctors, activists ~ and also the Opposition,
There are cases pending in the High Court and
the Supreme Court of India, which began bearing
it sue motu after the uproar over the rape. It
should not need a rape and murder to wake up to
appalling working comditions, such as the lack of
busic amenities and a safe room to rest. Kolkata's
State-run hospitals are stretched thin and reports
of corruption are rife. The State government an-
nounced a slew of measures for the protection of
health workers, and the onus is on the adminis-
tration to follow through with the promises,
i

A surge in radical governments, the hope of democracy

e thingg seerns fairly cortain now. If an

Islarmie racical group were to seize

poswer by force, then the world will be

willing to legitimise it and Forgive its
past deeds. But till the time such a group does not
capture power, it will either be fought woth and
nail andfor treated ke an enemy.

We had Afghanistan in 2021, We now have

i in 2024,

When the Taliban captured power on August
15, 2021, 13 members of the United States troops
were killed in an Islamic State (15) suicide anack,
and §7.1 billion worth of US, weaponry was keft
behind in Afghanistan. However, the U5, and the
West as well as China and Russia bent backwards
torwork with the Taliban. The West justified this
by saying that this would wean the Taliban away
from supporting terrorism and help in the
protection of women's and minorities’ rights.
They talked about “inclusive government” but
democracy was pot uppermaost in their minds,
The then UN Special Representative to
Alghanistan, Deborah Lyons, even told the United
Nations Security Counctl (UNSC) that the Taliban
was ‘misunderstood”.

Treated with kid gloves

The ultimate irony was how *karma” had come
fuill erele. In the days preceding the Taliban's
capture of Afghanistan, the "Troika Plus”, of the
1.5, China and Russia with Pakistan, had tried to
coordinate their efforts in Afghanistan to keep
Irwlia completely out and ignore our vital
interests. In the UNSC, even an innocuous
reference to the Heart of Asia Conference on
Afghanistan was deleted from the draft statement
because India was one of the countries attending
it.

But when the events of August 2021 unfolded,
Irwlian was the president of UNSC that month, Any
text or resolution required India’s concurrence.,
When UNSC Resolution 2593, after the Taliban
takeover, was passed on August 30, India left its
imprint particularly in the paragraph relating to
Afghan soil not being used for terrorist activities.
The express reference to terrorists and terrorist
organisations in the UNSC Resolution 1267
sanctions list was inserted at India's behest,
where it coordinated closely with the U5, side.
This was necessary to remove any ambiguity
about Pakistani terrorist organisations associated
with the ISIL (Daesh) and al-Gaeda, incliding the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed -
listed in 1267 — from vsing Afghan soil to lnch
terrarist sttacks on India.

In December 2021, the UNSC allowed the
Talibian to get donor money directly into its
coffers. With no political will among the D5 or
the West to demand accountability for
implementing UNSCR 2593, the Taliban soon

was Permanent
Representative/
Ambassador of India

o the United Natians
(UM], New Yark
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President af the UN
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Aiigisat 2021

The Last thing
India needs is
the revival of
Iskamic
radicalism in
Bangladesh

denied girls sehool edueation, imposed
restrictions on wornen, and stopped all moves for
i inclisive government. Now, the world looks
the other way.

Now, Syria and Bangladesh

And now Syria in 2024, We have just witnessed a
radical Islamic leader Abu Muhammad alJolani
or Ahmed alShaara of the Hay'at Tahrir Al-Sham
(HTS) sedze power, culminating in the toppling of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, AlJolani was
carlier leader of the al Gaeda in the region, with
links to international terror groups. His radical
outfit, the HTS, which was earlier an al Qaeda
wing in Syria called the Jabhat al-Nusra, still
features in the LS, State Department list of terror
groups, Mirraring what they did with the Taliban,
the LS, and the West have lined up behind the
HTS and its beader, The frst move of the LLS, was
to remmave the bounty of $10 million on al-Jolani's
head for his capture, Capuring power can help
evade capture also.

This is wonderful news for Islamic terrorists
and extremist growps gaining ground, especially
in Africa such as in Mali, and adopting 15 and al
Qaeda technigues to topple governments, But the
world is prececupled with Ukraine and West Asia.
New, Iindia has a sitisation brewing eloser to
hiaitie, in Bangladesh,

Even if the collapse of the elected government
in Bangladesh has been Lirgely due to an
autocratic government stifling democratic forces
and bosing the plot, under the guise of supporting
regime change, the U.S, clearly downplayed the
interests of its "strategic” partner India. It is
propping up the interim military-led government
of Muhammad Yunus, which is seen as tolerating,
even encouraging, Islamic radical growps in
Bangladesh and is a threat to its minorities, The
last thing India needs is the revival of Islamic
radicalism in Bangladesh, where the last 16 years
have seen the two countries and its peoples come
coser in a variety of ways for mutual benefit.

When Sheikh Hasing and the Awami League
came to power in 2008, it was seen as free and
fair elections with a cleaned-up electoral lst and
the Bangladesh Army staying on the sidelines,
The people overwhelmingly rejected the violent
past of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of
Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners
stich as the Jamaat-e-Islami. Just when one
thought that the Jamaat-e-slami stood discredited
for siding with Pakistan in the 1971 war and
rejected by the people of Bangladesh for eaising
mayhem and disrupting lives, the popular
student protests of 2024 and the ensuing military
cotip have given them a fresh bease of life.

While there is na doubt that the Ansarullsh
Bangla Team (ABT) - atfiliated to the Al Gueda in

the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), the

Jamiat-e-Islami and its stacent wing, the lslami
Chhatra Shibir, the Hefazat-e-Dslam, the Jagrata
Muislim Janata Bangladesh (MIB) and the Islamie
State-iKhorasan Province (ISKP) have taken
acdvantage of the situation, it is not as if the
peaple of Bangladesh have embraced them
wholeheartedly. Consequently, these radical
groups have tried to shore up support for their
extremist ideologies by attacking the minority
communities, forcing the interim govermment to
release Iskamic extremists from prison (such as
like Jashimucdin Rahmani, head of the ABT), and
addopting shrill anti-India rhetoric, conflating the
dismantling of Sheikh Hasina's legacy with
attacks on India. India should be careful not to
fall ineo this trap.

Religious hate has been on the rise around the
world, It was when this writer was India's
Permanent Representative to the UN that India
brought up, for the first time, in 20202022, the
rise of religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions, including against Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists. India condemned all forms of religious
haite, whether in the U.S, and the West or in

laclesh and the neighbourbood. While India
may have taken its eye off the ball when it came
tor the Sheikh Hasina government, it cannot
ignore Islamic extremism again rearing its head in
Banglacesh and posing renewed danger to India's
rational security — something which New Delhi
sucoessfully prevented over the last 16 years.

The larger picture
However, for both sides to view the unfolding
events purely throwugh a religious lens < be it an
Islamnic: bens o Hindu lens — would be a mistake.
This has been counterproductive before and will
b s now, I fect, Islamic radicals are baiting
Irnclian, and, unfisrtunately, so are the officials who
have been appointed as advisers to Mr, Yunus,
precisely to polarise forces within their own
country, On the other hand, India has the larger
perspective in mind o protect its bilateral
relations from damage, It has reiterated its
readiness to do business with the interim
povernment. India has removed most irritants in
its bilateral relations in the last two decades,
except maybe for the sharing of Teesta river
waters, What is forgotten is that when Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) revolted in February 2009, just after
the first clean elections of Bangladesh in
December 2008, it was India which gave its rock
solid support o the newly-elected government
and helped save democracy.

1t is in Bangladesh's own interest that this
military coup does not transkate into an 1slamic
eoiip and goes the way of Syria or Afghanistan.
The sibver lining is that, having tasted the power
of democracy in 2008, and now in 2024, it will be
difficult to put the clock back,

The historian must note that the past has many layers

tis of course the historian's professional
l responsibility to bring knowledge of the past

back to life academically for which a rigorous
training in the norms and the methods of the
dhiscipline is imparted in insticutions like
universities. The discipline requires the historian
oy imbibe its basic premises: evidence is the
primary basis of one's research; each statement
st be supported by evidence which itself has to
undergo a critical evaluation for its authenticity,
its proscimity to the event or phenomenon under
review, and its context and compatibility with
other bits of evidence which might be
corroborative or contradictory. The inferences
drawn from the evidence must conform to the
test of reason tather than providence or any
explanation outside the realm of reason,

The other layers
S0 far so good. But the past has other Liyers not
susceptible to evidence from the archives, exts,
manuscripts or archacology. One such layer is
memory not captured in texts, manuscripts,
documents or an the dug up feld. It survives in
popular memories of events, persans and
happenings, often at variance with the accounts
given by professional history, The crucial
diffierence is that while the historian has
bestowed an image of a person, event or
phenomenon meticulously sticking to the
preseribed modes and methods of research,
popular memory is not bound by any such
constraints, It does not have o sdduce empirical
evidence or even follow it up with an inference
that is subject to rational analysis. Yet, its power
as an image of the past remaing undiminished.
Let us take some examples, Have we not heard
of Emperar Akbar's court aderned with the nine
Jewels (Nav Ratnias)? No one had in Akbar's time.
The ones counted in the group of nine inchaded
s ke ones, but the notion of Nav Ratias is a
much later popular creation, perhaps not before

taight history at the
Jawaharlal
Mehru University

Today's
historian must
engage with the
facts’ as well as
what has been
habitwally
dlismissed

as “ficthon’

the 18th century, It does not alter history very
much but lends some colour to the past. But
some other memories do alter history as well, a
litthe or drastically The story of Jodha Bai, for
instance. One can shout oneself hoarse, as
historians might, that there was no Jodha Bai in
Akbar's harern and that Jahangir's mother w:
Harkha Bai, a princess of Amer, but Jodha Bai
does not disappear from sight.

But these memories are mere colourful
diversions from the rather dry narrative of
historical 'facts’. There are others that have
proven to be far more powerful than the
historians' version. The Babari masjid case is an
outstariding instance of this power,

The example of Ayodhya

Several historians, with help from archaeologists,
had argued during the 1980s that there was no
evidence of the existence of a Ram temple which
was demaolished to construct the Babri Masjid.
Evidence from a large number of sources from
the 16th century on was unearthed to strengthen
the argument. The first authentic evidence of a
link between Lord Ram and the construction of
the masjid dates to 1822 in a Persian-language
court document which mentions a small platform
within the four walls surrounding the masjid as
Ram Janmasthan; although no temple is
mentioned but Sita Ki Rasod is, A lot of accretion
tor this bare mention occurs during the 9th
century - some viodence is recorded as is the
intervention of the Awadh state.

Clearly, some sort of the memaory of the
association of the site of the masjid with Lord
Ram had begun to grow, perhaps a few decades
before it got recorded in 1822, and a lot was
added on to it - some by its own evolution and
somie by deliberate action,

In the end, the Supreme Court of India, in its
firial judgement of 2009, put its staimip on the

historians' evidence that no Ram temple, indeed

no temple of any kind was demolished in 1528 o
construct the masjid, and recorded the masjid's
demolition on December 6, 1992 as a heinous
crime and recommended prosecution of those
puilty. Yet, going against its own fnding, it gave
away the small piece of land where the masjid
stood for the construction of a Ram temple. In
the end, memary proved far more decisive than
“history'.

0m a holistic reconstruction

Historians have, in the pursuit of their
reconstruction of the past, insulated the memory
recorded in archives, texts documents and
archaeological data, from popular memory and
poptilar versions of history - which, in reality,
extend to an age, besides persons and events, A
holistic reconstruction of the past requires the
histerian to concern herself with popular
memory as much as with archival data to
investigate the social/cultural/political context of
the origing of this memory, the process of its
evolution, including its manipulation for given
enids.

If history and social memaory had been
evalving through their own dynamics in the past,
the present is a watershed moment when social
media has created a massive space for, on the one
hand, real common people’s intervention in
recollecting the past as well as for the grossest
distortions of both the historian's version of the

inflicting similarly distorted versions of

memory.

Thus, today’s historian, the professional
custodian of the past, must engage with ‘facts’ as
much as with what she has habitually dismissed
as “fetion” comprising the vast array of layers of
the past. She must treat these as historieal data:
popular cultures of the past, gossip,
conversations, silences, absences.., History
spreaks mest elogquently and consequentially only
when it speaks in fis entirety.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

R.G. Kar case January 19}, ... But we that enly half the battle has | legality, and ethical public spaces. The Supreme
The verdict may have been believe the investigation been fought. responsibility. This directive | Court of India has, on
pronounced in the R.G. Kar will go on and more culprits | Aanys Singhal, not only contravenes multiphe occasions,

case, but there is still one will be caught’, is enough to | Naida, Uttar Pradesh established legal reaffirmed the importance
question to ask — what prove that the case has still frameworks but also of ensuring the welfare of
about the others who were to be closed. Animal welfare disregards the basic stray animals while
involved, directly or Manya Sharma, I wirite to express concem principles of humanity and maintaining the delicate
indirectly? This has been a Bengaluru and indignation regarding animal welfare, thereby balance of coestence,
case that led to months of the recent decision to warranting immediate Tom Hoppel,

protests by medical staff The conviction of Sanjay prohibit the feeding of dogs | revocation. This prohibition | Mysure

and students, with the Roy has reinstated the within the site of the violates the guidelines

demand for justice for the confidence of the public in Kukharahalli lake, Mysuru. issued by the Animal ‘Lit for Life'

wictim and better security the judicial system to some Let the University of Mysore | Waelfare Board of India, The "Lit for Life' festival was
for medical staff, extent, But the fact that the | set an example of which uphaold the a great effort which will be
The staternent by the other alleged perp 5 progressive e by fundamental right to feed a harbinger of the reading
parents (Inside pages, still remain at large shows upholding compassion, and care for stray animalsin | habits of people, on the
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wane now due to digital
intrusions. The session by
David Walliams (| attended
it with my grandson), which
saw many children enjoying
the programme, will be
richly cherished by them.
The only disadvantage was
the overlapping of the
programmes — at the main
hall and the pavilion,

Dv. V. Purushothaman,
Chennai
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The impact of H-1B visas on
the tech industry in U.S.

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy. both immigrants and Mr. Trump's picks to overhaul the US. government,
are supportive of the skilled foreign worker visa programme

John Xavier
he last week of 2024 didn't
exude the holiday spirit for
several folks in the tech world.
A section of billionaires,
politicians, and tech workers were piqued
by a specific ULS. immigration policy that
allows skilled foreign workers to work in
the country.

A verbal mudslinging began after
President-elect Donald Trump appointed
Sriram Krishnan as his senior policy
advisor on Artificial Intelligence (Al).
Within days after the announcement,
Laura Loomer, a prominent MAGA
supporter, wrote rancorous social media
posts against the decision, calling Indian
immigrants “third world invaders™ The
right-wing influencer then doxxed Mr.
Krishnan, sharing his domicile details
scoured from the ULS. Federal Election
Commission (FEC). While Ms. Loomer
apologised for doxxing Mr. Krishnan, she
remains rooted in the idea that the
number of skilled foreign workers must
be reduced in the 1.5, as the programme
is negatively impacting native workers.

Mr. Krishnan, an Indian immigrant
whao came through the ranks of top tech
firms in the Silicon Valley, supports
simplifying the legal process for tech
workers to enter the U5, His stance has
been echoed by several tech billionaires.
His o be-peer in the Trump
administration, former PayPal executive
David Sacks, came in support of the al6z's
general partner and clarified that Mr.
Krishnan did not advocate for the
removal of restrictions for a green card
but was only seeking the removal of
country-specific caps.

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy,
both immigrants and Mr. Trump's picks to
overhaul the U.S. government, are
supportive of the skilled foreign worker
visa programme. The world's richest man
even said he would “go towar™ to defend
the programme. In an X post, he wrote:
“The reason I'm in America along with so
many critical people who built SpaceX,
Tesla, and hundreds of other companies
that made America strong is because of
HIE” The HI-E issue has not just split
MAGA supporters; it has also turned some
prominent Democrats, who were
pro-immigration during the election
season, into 4B programme bashers.
For instance, Vermont Senator Bernie
Sand.cfssa}d the main function of the

53 “is not to hire ‘the best and the
st” but rather to replace
good-paying American jobs with lowwage
indentured servants from abrosd

Heated debates on the H-1B visa
programme are not a new phenomenon.
It helps to know the programme's brief
history — at least from the time it went
throwugh a2 major revision in the 90s — and
its net impact on wages and productivity
in the LLS.

A brief history
In the early 90s, the U.5. enacted the
Immigration Act of 1990 to increase the
number and diversity of immigrants
coming into the country and to adapt
the changing economic and sodal needs
of a globalising world. The legislation
significantly revised and expanded the
H-IB visa programme.

Apart from mandating employers to file

Ve
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an application with the labour
department that hiring HAB workers will
not adversely affect wages and working
conditions of U.S. workers, the law
established an annual cap of 65,000 new
H-IB visas for each fiscal year.

These changes led to a substantial
increase in the number of H-1B visas
issued and made the programme more
accessible to U.S. employers seeking

high-skilled forefgn workers. This, in turn,

contributed to the programme's role in
attracting skilled workers at a time when
American companies were facing

intensifying global competition, espedially

from Japan in high-tech and
manufacturing sectors.

Silicon Valley was emerging as a global
tech hub, creating unprecedented

SO HOTD

demand for scientists, technology
professionals, engineers, and
mathematicians (STEM workers).
Traditional industries in other parts of the
country were also undergoing rapid
computerisation, requiring STEM talemnt
that wasn't readily available in the
domestic workforce.

The cap on HAB visas were hiked to
1,985,000 during the dot-com boom before
returning to the base cap. Then, in 2004,
an additional 20,000 slots were added for
advanced degree holders from ULS.
universities. Since 1990 to 2019, roughly
4.5 million HAB visas were issued, and in
the fiscal year of 2023, 72% of approved
H-IB petitions were for beneficiaries born
in India, and 65% of all approved HAB
petitions were for workers in

computer-related occupations.

The impact of HAB workers

A 2013 study, titled *STEM Workers, H1B
Visas, and Productivity in LS. Cities” by
economist Giovanni Peri, found that H-1B
workers had a positive impact on the
wapes of native college-educated workers
and everall productivity in ULS. cities.

The study examined the influx of
foreign STEM workers through the HAB
visa programme and their impact in 219
cities between 1990 to 2010, It noted thar
H-AB-driven increases in STEM workers
boosted wages for native college-educated
workers. A one percentage point increase
in the foreign STEM share of a city's
employment led to an increase of around
748 percentage points in the wages of
native college-educated workers,

Also, wages of non-college-educated
native workers saw a positive, though
smaller, increase. These workers
experienced a 3-4 percentage point
increase in wages for every one
percentage point increase in the foreign
STEM share of employment. The study
estimates that the growth in foreign STEM
workers may account for 30% to 50% of
aggregate productivity growth in the U.S.
between 1990 and 2010, Fast forward to
2024, and the impact of foreign workers
on LS. wages and productivity continued
to be positive.

In a follow-up study, tithed
‘Immigration’s Effect on US Wages and
Employment Redux, economists
Alessandro Caiumi and Giovanni Peri note
that immigrants and native workers
complement each ather in the labour
market. In their research that examines
the broader impact of immigration on the
115, labour market between 2000 and
2022, they found that immigrants often
specialise in different and complementary
occupations compared to native workers,

In a separate study that documents the
impact of H-1B workers on innovation and
product commercialisation, Harvard
Business School Professor William Kerr
notes that skilled immigrants have
contributed significantly to ULS. patent
activity, particularly in emerging
technologies. Jennifer Hunt, Professor of
Economics at Rutgers University, has
shown in her research that H-B workers
who transition to permanent residency
tend to be particularly innovative and
entrepreneurial, often founding
companies that create jobs for LS.
workers.

Talent conundrum in the age of Al
Diespite the positive impact of HAB
workers on the U8, economy, opponents
of the visa programme are clamouring for
restrictions and lowering the number of
legal immigrants. Some criticisms,
particularly the ones against Indian tech
services companies like Infosys and
Cognizant, are well-laid.

These companies developed a business
model that combined offshore
development centres in India with on-site
presence in the U5, facilitated by H-IB
wvisas. This model, sometimes called the
"global delivery model,” transformed how
technology services were delivered to U5,
companies, but it did not truly make a
path-breaking innowvation for the 1.5,
ecanomy.

These companies typically rank among
the top H-1B sponsors annually. For
instance, in many years between
20052019, Indian companies accounted
for a substantial portion of all HAB visa
petitions. This has raised concerns sbout
the programme’s concentration among
top IT services firms.

It will do well for the incoming Trump
administration to look into these practices
and redraft a skilled worker immigration
policy that prioritises the skill and
educational background of an individual
over a company's profit-making interests.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
da

Late American filmmaker David Lynch was born on January 20, 1946. Here
is a quiz on the acclaimed director and his works

Abhinaya. K

b

QUESTION 1

Lynch made his first
experimental shart film while
hewas a student at the
Pennsylvania Academy af Fine
Arts. The short film is a
cantinesusly lsoping
animation of human figures.
Mame the film.

b

QUESTION 2

After watching Lynch's first
feature film Erasarhead, the
creator of this very popular
space opera wanted the
former to direct the third
mowie of the franchise. Lynch
s said to have wmed down
the affer. Hame the franchise
and the mavie.

cM
K

b

QUESTION 3

Lynch appeared in an award
winning film directed by
Steven Spielberg. Identify
the mawie and name the
character Lynch played.

ke

QUESTION &

Lynich was awarded an
honarary Acadesy Award in
2019, How many times has
he bean nominated for an
Oscar and which film earmed
him his first Dscar
nomination?

b

QUESTION 5

Kame the writer wha
co-created an lconic
surrealist mystery-harrar
drama television series along

with Lymich.
»

[

Visual question:

|dertify this actor who is & long time collaborator with Lynch. He played the lead Henry
Spences in Eraserhead

Questions and Answers to the January
1T edition of the daily quiz 1. Hame the
theee Bronte sisters. Ans: Anne, Emily and
Charlotte Bronté

2. The secand novel of Anne Bronte. Ans:
The Tenant of Widfell Hall

3. The three of them have worked on a
collection of poems, 21 from Anne and 21
fram Emily and 19 from Charbotte in this
book. Ans: Peems by Currer, Ellfs, and
Acton Bell

4. Along with Anne's Agnes Grey, name the
two well-known revels of the other two
sisters. Ams: Jane Eyre by Charlotte and
Wuthering Heights by Emily

5. This sister publicly revealed the real
identities of all three sisters. Ans:
Charlotte

Visuak: Identify this place. Ans: BrontE
Parsonage Museum

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| K.N.
Viswanathan| Tito Shiladitya| Piyall Tuli|
Dodo Jayaditya
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She isn’t pulling
her weight in
the team

Evervone was supposed to have
their hair in two plaits, Please start
braiding your hair now

5, Upendran

What is the meaning and origin of
“pull one’s weight'? (K. Natarajan)
The idiom "pull one’s weight” is mastly
used in informal contexts to mean to do
one’s share of work; you cooperate with
the other members of your team to
complete a job. You achieve this by
working as hard as them; your
contribution towards an enterprise is the
same as the others,

Your manager tells me that you haven't
been puflir@’ your weight. What seems to
be the problem?

He a\n:r.r.texJ several members on the
team of not pulling their weight.

Pull ome’s weight' is an idiom which
has been around since the 19th century.
According to scholars, it originated in the
sport of rowing. In this sport, several
people sit in a boat and attempt to row it
as quickly as possible. In order to achieve
this, teamwork is essential. The
participants need to ensure they are all in
synch while rowing, and also, that every
individual puts in the same effort as the
others. Each individual ‘pulls his weight
by applying all his strength to each stroke.
1f a member fails to do so, he becomes a
burden on the team. Nowadays, the idiom
is mostly used while discussing the value
of an employee.

How is the word *plait’ pronounced?
(R. Sangeetha, Nellore)

How this word is pronounced depends on
which side of the Atlantic the individual is
from. An American would pronounce it
like the word ‘plate’. An Englishman, on
the other hand, would rhyme the word
with ‘flat’. ‘Plait’ comes from the Old
French 'pleir” meaning ‘to fold”. As
children, most girls in our country, ge

their hair plaited by their mother. What is
it that mothers do? They take two or three
strands of hair and cross them over each
other and create a pattern of some sort.
This process is called plaiting. Any string
like material can be plaited.

The three-year old had fun plaiting her
grandfuther's beard.

Americans prefer to use the word
“braid’ - rhymes with “trade’ and ‘grade’
— rather than ‘plait”. They talk about
‘braiding one's hair’, rather than ‘plaiting
one’s hair'l

The mother spent a lot of time teaching
her daughters how to braid their hair.

What is the meaning of the
expression ‘to nixsoml:dling‘? [1 8
Hamsa, Mysore)
The word *nix’ rhymes with ‘kicks', *fix’
and ‘ticks". When you "nix’ someone's
plan, what you are doing is to prevent it
from happening. You put an end to it by
saying ‘no’ to it. This informal expression
can also be used to mean “refuse to
accept’ or ‘veto’ something.
Tasked for a raise, but my boss nibeed it.
upendrankyei@gmail.com

Word of the day

Widget:

somuthing unspacified whose nama is either
forgotten or not know; a device or control that
s very useful for & particular job

SynoNYms: appliance, cantraption,
convaenience, gadget

Usage: mhese widgets are naw more
technologically edvanced,

Pronunciation: newsthlive/widgetpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jwizay
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PAPER WITH PASSION——

Trump in the Oval Office

As Trump begins his second term, he is likely o reshape
domestic policies and redefining America’s role in the world

onald Trump will begin his second term as Prasident of the United States

today, marking a significant moment in US political history, The swearing-

in ceremony have dignitaries from around the world in attendance. Notably,
Chinese Vice Presidant Han Zheng will reprasent China, highlighting the importance
of US-China relations in the coming years. President Trump's second term is antic-
Ipated to commence with a series of decisive actions, Reports suggest that he
plans to issue approximately 100 executive orders on his first day in office, tar-
geting areas such as immigration, trade and energy. These orders aim to deport
illegal immigrants, end birthright citizenship and reinstate the 'Muslim ban.’
Economically, he plans to raise tariffs, cut taxes and eliminate regulations. Trump
seeks to boost fossil fuel production by reducing green energy initiatives. His cul-
tural policies include banning transgender women from female sports and restrict-
Ing hormane treatments for minors.
In the international arena, President Trump's
approach 1o China Is poisad to be assertive. He has
proposed Imposing tariffs ranging from 10 per cent
to 20 per cent on imports, with the possibility of
escalating to 100 per cent for BRICS countries like
China and Russia if they move away from using
the US dollar. Additionally, Trump has indicatad a
focus on addressing issues such as fentanyl traf-
ficking and the operations of Chinese companies
like TikTok in the US. A recent phone call between
Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping covared
topics including trade, fentanyl and TikTok, suggest-
ing a complex and potentially contentious relationship moving forward. Another
area which is more relevant to us here is his attitude towards Indian companies
and tech professionals working in the US with H1-B visas. The relationship between
the United States and India is expected to experiance both oppartunities and chal-
lenges during Prasident Trump's second term. The personal rapport between
Prasident Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi may facilitate contin-
ued cooperation. However, Trump's “America First” policies could lead to helght-
aned trade barriers, especially in sectors like information technology and pharma-
ceuticals, where India has significant interests. Despite these potential hurdies, India’s
strategic importance in the Indo-Pacific region and its role in diversifying global
supply chains away from China may provide avenues for strengthened collabora-
tion between the two nations. As President Trump embarks on his second term,
the global community will be closely monitoring how his administration’s policies
unfold, particularly in relation to major economies like China and India, The deci-
sions made in the coming months will have profound implications for internation-
al trade, security and diplomatic relations.

Need for a unified global

strategy against terrorism

SUDHIR HINDWAN

Nations must come together to share a common vision and adopt a
multilayered appruach that prioritises security, innovation and collaboration

n the face of escalating
transnational terro N
there is an urgent need for
a comprehensive global
anti-terror strate
a plan should involw h‘].ul
strategic vision and a unified,
multilayered approach to ensure
safety and security across bor-
ders. To counter the evolving
threats, nations elopa
fresh perspective that emphasis
s mature international cooper
jon and robust retaliation
fes 1o deter destabilising

5 Innglhelling International

Cal Ialmrmlun among nations s
essential to design and imple

ment an ed strategic
framework. This includes poal

ing development funds, foster

ing mutual trust and crafting
plans to address shared securi

ty challenges. India, with its
growing pre nce on the
global stage, is well-positioned
to Jend such efforts,

Its successful handling of key
responsibilities—such as the
G20 Presidency, leadership in
i chairin,

terpol and
nghai Cooperation
Organization—demonstrates its
capability to drive global strate

glc Initlatives,

When elephants roamed beyond: A

remarkable journey through China

)

O K NAYAK

A historic event captivated the world as a herd of 15 wild elephants embarked on
a 500-km journey from Xishuangbanna to the bustling city of Kunming

ame time back an extra
S::rdinu.r}' it unfiold

ed in China: for the
me in recorded histo
herd of 15 wild ele
phants embarked on an
unprecedented journey,
Leaving their natural habitat
In Xishuangbanna {com
monly referred to as Banna),
the :-K-]\Imnls traveled over
500 kilometers to Kunming,
the capl of Yunnan
Provinee, Xishuangbanna,
an aulonomous prefeciure
for the ethnic Dai people, lies
in the southernmost part of
Yunnan, bordering
Myanmar and Laos.

This remarkable migration

captured the attent
the world, with live
broadeasts and drones fol
lowing thelr w.-fr move,
The Chinese authorities,
committed 1o the conserva
tion of these u:nlh-sli..' crea
tures, responded with care
rather than confrontation,
However, their journey
ed panic among local
ents, who abandoned
 homes in fear. Despite
rampling crops and corn
fields alun% the way, the ele
hants did not harme any
umans, In some instances,
curious jumbos ventured

“ ?* —
into deserted homes, with
one even slipping under a
bed. Yet, they remained
peaceful throughout their
expedition. During their
long journey, the elephants
maintained their moutines,
munching on leaves, bathing
in mud, and sleeping.

In a touching maoment, a call
was born mid-journey,
Eventually, after weeks of
gentle coaxing and careful
management, the herd
returned 1o thelr home in
Xishuangbanna,

The reasons behind this
unusual migration remain
unclen xperts speculate
that an inexperienced leader
might have led the herd
astray, or that they were
secking a new habital due to
environmental changes,

While conservation efforts in
China have resulted In a
gradual increase in the ele
phant population, these
efforts are complicated by

human activity. Large-scale
commercial rubber cultiva
tion, lmmduml to Banna,
antly disrupted
the ngluns rainforest ecosys
Lem

These plantations, consisting
of monocultures of Bragilian
rubber trees, replace diverse
habitats, further encroachi
on the elephants’ range
Aslan elephants, an endan
gered species, number only
about 300 the wild in
ily in Banna.
ng these animals is a
national pr iuul}'. Emergency
workers and volunteers were
maobilised during the migra
tion, providing tonnes of
corn, pineapples and other
fned f ensure both the safe
ty of the elephants and the
loscal population. Trucks and
drones were deployed to
wuide the animals along safe
paths, offering them a feast
akin w a celebratory ban
quet, Xishuangbanna s a
biodiversity hotspot, home
1o a wide variety of flora and
auna,

The region’s troplcal climate
and historical isolation have
preserved Bts rich ecosys
tems. In addition o Asian
elephants, the area supports
other endangered species

such as green peacocks, wild
oxen, and monkeys, The
Wild Elephant Valley Forest
Park, located 47 kilometers
north of linghong city, serves
as a key conservation site.
Spanning 369 hectar
park }\nwi:lv\ a haven for
wildlite and a wnique oppor

wnity for visitors to observe
clephants,

The reserve features obser

vathon towers, allowing vis

ftors to watch wild elephants
bathing, playing, and
strolling. A cableway pro

vides breathtaking views of
the valley, while the parks
elephant-domestication
school entertains visitors
with performances by
trained elephants, Includ

ing dancing, headstands, and
foothall tricks, Loaking
ahead, the Chinese govern

ment plans to establish an
Astan Elephant Breeding
Centre in Banna to further
vatlon efforts. These
initlatives aim to protect not
only the clephants but also
the rich biodiversity of this
unbque reglon, ensuring a
har;

Indias role in enhancing
multi-layered security coop

eration can serve as a model
for addressing issues like the
financing ol terrerism,
enhancing policing collabo
ratlo

threats,

countering cyber
nd leveraging tech
I advancements.
i border and mar
i ecurily measures, cou
]\lui with efficient intelli
gence-sharing, are critical
components of this strategy.
Adapting to Evolving
Challenges

The nature of global threats
has become more severe,
with adversaries employ
increasingly \nplllsdlul.l\'s
tactics. This calls for an
adaptable and proactive
approach to strategic policy
making.

Natlons, particularly in Asla,
must diversily their strategies
and imp it forward
looking re endations 1o
effectively counter unu-rginﬁ
challenges, A modernised
approach to safety and secu
rity is imperative 1o outpace
organised threats and propa
ganda-driven terror met
works,

Bridging Policy Gaps

A signilicant gap exists
between theoretical strategles

GLOBALISED

THE IMBALANCE
OF POWER

INEQUALITY

INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMY
OFTEN FUEL
TERRORISM

and thelr practical applica
thon in countering terror

lsm. R il political actors
st ur\f e In rigorous pol
lcy analysls and embrace

innovative approaches to
address these shortcomings,
More integrated programs
that mp]\ml both military

and law enforcement agen
ches are o strength
INA en their efficiency In mm*\iﬂ

ing propaganda and terror,
Community development
within regional alliances like
the Quad can also foster
resilienc dinst destabilis

WORLD,

Ins forces,

Addressing Underlying
Socio-economic Factors

In a globalised world, the
imbalance of rnw‘-r and
Inequality in the interna
tiomal econamy often fuel ter
rorlsm, Soclo-economic dis
parities create fertile ground
for non-state actors o e

AND

IN THE

and propagate extremist ide
alogies. To counter this,
nations must dismantle the
mechanisms that enable the
spread of false narratives and
l-intentioned ldeologies,
Specialised  Counter-
Terrorism Frameworks

A robust counter-terrorism
strategy must include spe

cialised think tanks and tal

ent development pro

grammes. These institutions
can provide tactical expertise,
real-time feedback, and inno

vative solutions 1o address
evalving threats

Interactive communication
be 0 intelligen
enforcement and
branches can furt
operational effic
maodern, vigilant, and
assertive netwaork of military,
police, and paramilitary
forces must replace outdated
systems to address the com

plexities of medern terror

lsm,

The Path Forward

To combat terrorism effec

tively, natlons must over

come entrenched mindsets
and outdated practices,
Strategic ]l\hmninu. should
evalve to address the realities
of state-sponsared terrorism
and propaganda. Establishing
A New CONSENSUs on interna

tional security and fostering
a collaborative global envi

ronment are vital for achiey

ing long-term stability.

(The auther is a recipient :;j
the Bharat Gaurav Award,
is a prafessor and expert in

international relations;
views are personal)
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l:enlre annnum:es 8th Pay Commission

SELECTORS RETAIN ROHIT SHARMA
Mudaan — The news that the selecte
retained the Indian skipper Roh
for the upcoming series against
for ODLs and for the Champlonship
Trophy. While Rohit was averaging 6 runs
in bl last six innings, on the other side, the
Karun Nabr is waiting for his chance by hav

Ing proved his immense warth with 752
runs in 7 innings with an average of 752
with 5 recent unbeaten centurles to his
credit at the much-acclalmed Vijay Hazare
I1n|\hy atill waiting for his place patient

‘{ s alsos disprowing the Board's ststerment
that the players must play the local games
to prove themselves to cluim their place at

erament has announced the 8ih

the international level was nat o
in Karun Nalr's case,
One can expect that during the crisis in the
upcoming series, when the team struggles,
in the name of injury, Mair may get a call
back from Rohit to join the team, as we
have seen such inclusions in the past. One
thing is evident that the selection criteria
lack complete transparency and without the
godfather, finding a place is becoming
ncreasingly difficult in the team, Ironically,
Sanju Samson was dropped for the serles
by assigning reasons that the board was net
happy because he didn't play the local
games. Stranger than fiction of selection
wion't do good for the sport and current
ly for the Indian cricket,

A P Thiruvadi | Cheral

JOBS OVER FREEBIES

Madam—The Delhl assembly elections
have transformed into a marathon race for
freebies without realising the negative
Impact on the states economy and the
diversion of massive funds for turning the
potential workforce passive. Delhi loses its
charm if the development
education, health, job creation a
preneurship are sacrificed, Delhi p, Lunplt
should not ask for jobs as the parties are

us coexist €

between humans and

wilddlife

(The wriler is a senior jour
nalist; views are personal)

ing enough for their sustenance.
Alust After all, votes appear to decide thelr
lives. The taxpayers pay taxes for the devel
opment, security and growth of the nation
but virtually provide funds for frechics.

I na mnjnr decision, the Union gov-

Pay C isslon to revise salaries
and pensions of over | crore central
government employees and pension-

ers. With more money in the hands of

lhc r:mpluy:cs and pensioners al’ler the
imple ol rec
of the next pay commission, the gov-

Delhi is one of the biggest sources of rev
enue collection in income tax and
least the taxpayers should have th
i their ITRS 1o invest or spend t
towards national security, educ 8
industrial and civil infeastructure, health
and welfare schemes,
Al the welfare schemes and frecbies are
funded at the cost of higher elec ¥
winter and municipal taxes pald by the nos
eligible class besides taxes pald by them.
In the long run, the lnx||my‘-r\ may be
demaotivated 1o pay taxes honestly as the
Eullmal parties are squandering their
ard-earned money on freebles, which are
the antithesis of growth and development,
At least the BIP was expected 1o promise
jobs 1o the youth and empower them
instead of rming them into dead wood
like other rnl'llm. W should not lose the
demographic dividend by parasitising the
youth

Vinod Johri | Delhi

EXPECTATIONS BURDEN WOMEN
Madam — Refer to The Silent Mll:gr
a Daughter-in-Law. A call to change

s ol

ernment Is expecting a boost for over-
all consumption and demand in the
economy, T hthh every employee
deserves more, the appointment of a
ay commission is an exercise against
scal prudence.

At time when 60 per cent of revenue
expenditure I8 spent only on salary,
pension, interest and subsidies, leay-
Ing only 40 per cent for development
activities, the implementation of the
#th pay commission will further shrink
the share of development activities in
revenue expenditure. Every pay com-
mission brings inflation to the econ-
omy, which alfects the poor mast. In
addition, the financial condition of the
states Is not ready to bear the burden

of another pay commission.
Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

t!ummrr 18), The natural shift in family
roles-where elders move from decision
muakers to mentors (less responsibility, less
freedom) and younger generations |<]L‘::I]
mare responsibilities and more freedom in
decislon-making-can become complicat
ed when societal pressures interfere, High
expectations with soclety's rigid rules on
newer generations often result in rigid roles,
particularly for daughters-in-law, who are
expecied to navigate complex ex
This situation may hinder the ba
it thie family
T nchieve the ultimate goal of love, care,
and empathy, fumilies must embrace inter
nal management and communication
vather than following seciety’s rigid rules
that allow shared responsibilities and
individuality. This fosters understanding
and reduces the generational gap, creating
harmony and mutual respect among fam-
iy nnm}nu. The ultimate goal Is a stable
and loving society.

Rith Dwivedi | Indore

Send your feedback lo:
letterstoploneer@gmail.com
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DELHE

Indian cryptography research gears
up to face the quantum challenge

Areas where Indian researchers are working extensively include communication complexi
computational task; proof complexity, the computational resources required to prove or dis

LY. Padma

undamental research in

eryptography tha sed

worldwide to facilitate internet

banking, e-comimerce services,
and secure messaging systems is now
takingg root in India as well,

The principal goal of those developing
of using cryptographic systems is to
improve system security. Cryptography
from the English roots of “hidden
writing” — is the name for technigques that
secire information by converting plain
text ml(ruphu’tul It is coneerned with
the ereation and wse of encrypied
messiges that orily the sender and the
receiver can understand and which a
mulicious actor wha interfores with the
communication can't,

Sending secret messages isn't new.
Archavologists have unearthed clay
tablets made by the ancient
Mesopotamians in which they wrote
down eryptic formulae o make ceramic
glazes. In the first century BC, the Roman
dictator Julius Caesar used the
eporymous Caesar cipher to relay
messiges of strategic valie to his
penerals,

More recently, many Polish
codebreakers fed their country after
Adolf Hitler imvadied it in 1939 to woark
with reputed British mathematicians,
including the father of modern
computing, Alan Turing, to crack
Germany's famed Enigma eryptosystem,
Turing's work in particular established
mitich of the foundational theory for
moderi algorithimic compuiting.

Sefentists have devised many
isticated methods to prevert
ries from eracking seeret codes
and gaining unauthorised sceess to
sensitive information. These methods
achieve their goals by using algorithms
and protocols to protect some data's
confidentiality, integrity,
authenticatabillity, and non-repudiation,

‘Hard’ problems

Cryptographic algorithms comvert
essiges in ways that make it very
ditficiilt, very expensive, or bath to
decode them, A commoon way to achieve
this has been to place some sensitive
information behind the answer to a very
difficult problem. An agent can access the
information by solving the problem, so
the harder the problem, the more
inacoessible the information,

"Hence the search for harder and
harder problems - for instance, even
these that quantum computers may find
hard to salve, Ramanfam of the
Institute of Mathematical Sciences,
Chennai, said.

As computational technigues evolve,
particularly with sdvancements in
quantum computing, the interplay
between complexity and eryptography
will continue to be a crucial area of
research and development, he added,

Modern eryptographic systems are
built on problems that demand far too
iy resouirces to be solved.

“As they say in the erypto community,
if your eryplosystem is broken, either a
spy is dead or o million l']l:l"arh is missing,”
Ayan Mukherjee, an assistant professor at
the Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER), Pune, said. "Such is
the seriousness of the effect of a broken
cryptosystem. Thus, oftentimes, people
use the old and the trusted o secure their
communications.”

This is abso why, he added, "The field
of cryptography is very slow-moving"

"There is i close connection between
complexity theory and cryptography,
hence many [researchers] work on these
conmections, clarifying notions and
building finer technigques,” Ramamujam
saicl.

Areas where Indian researchers are
working extensively include
communication complexity (the amount
of communication required to complete a
computational task), proof complexity
{the comp | resources required to
prove of disprove staterments), and
algebraic coding theary (using algebea o
encode and decode data),

Locks and keys

The goal is to make sure an adversary,
especially one with enormous
computational resources, can't crack the
code, At the heart of any cryptosystem is
the key: a secret value an algorithm uses
to encrypt or decrypt data,

The Caesar cipher is a simple example,
1t works by mapping the existing alphabet
to oiie where the starting letter is offset by
sorme numbser of etters, This number is
the key. For example, if the key is 14, the
encrypted alphabet beging with the letter
O (the Eth letter) rather than A. Thus the

™
K

words FIGHT FOR ROME become
TWUVH TCF FCAS.

‘When the sender encrypts data with a
key, only someone who knows the
can decrypt the message and read it
More sophisticated systems use two keys

one each for the sender and the
receiver — and maj them in a separate
secret Wiy,

A famous example is public-key
eryprography, which is used to secure
inforrmation over the internet. The
receiver uses a single algorithm to
generate two keys called the public key
and the private key, and shares the public
key with the undl:r. Any message the
sender encrypts with the public key can
be decrypted by the private key,

Researchers prefer the algorithms that
generate keys to be onewiy functions, 4
mamie in mathematics for functions that
are simple to use but hard to erack. In
eryprography, this means they can be
used to easily encrypt messages but can'’t
be cracked without knowing the key. As
Ramanujarm pat it, the challenge is like
protecting a house with a strong alarm
system that the house’s residents can still
use without training.

Some one-way functions are very
ditfecult to crack and this very secure
bt they also take a long time to decrypt
essages. This is one of the prineipal
reasons mining for bitcoins has become a
very energy-intensive process. The biteoin
system uses 4 onesvay function that has
requited more computational resources
o decrypt messages as the size of its
blockehain has increased.

This is why some eryptography
researchers in India and abroad are
working on simplifying the decryption
side in particular, Researchers are also
considering whether shorter proofs (of
the hard problemis) can be used to verify
the integrity of data in artificial
intelligence and large language models.
Crypography isn't just a mathematical

b

A cryoatat refr gerator far cooling quantum
computing chips at Google's Quantum Al lab in
Santa Barbara, California, U.5. meutess

At the heart of any cryptosystem |s the key, a secret valse an algorithm uses to decrypt, or unloch, data. LaDeer_ s

or academic curiosity but is of
considerable practical interest, Yael Kalai,
whose work on proofs won her the 2022
Turing Award, told the 1ith Heidelberg
Laureate Forum in September {the author
was in the sudience), “In today’s world,
the biggest pmhhm we have to sobve is
trustworthiness,” she said

Sinee researchers have solved the
prablem of authentication and security in
communications, she added, the current
problem is compuration.

"People are computing things for us.
Howe do we know that they are computing
correctly? How do we certify the huge and
often erazy computations people are
coming up with? That is & huge new
research problem now,

Possibility of disruption

T research areas that could dismupt
current cryprographic systems with
significant eeonomic and so
consequences are homomorphic
encryption and quantum information
technologies, per a recent paper by the
Organisation of Economically Developed
Countries (OECD).

Homomorphic encryption is a
cryptographic method that allows certain
cilculations to be performed on
encrypted data without the need to
deerypt it first and withotit accessing the
secret key, The result of such
computations remains in enerypted form
and can be revealed kater, when
necessary. According to the paper, this

technigue could surmount the problem of

processing encrypted data without
decrypting it first, which increases risk,
i Mature quantum compiter
asily break some encryption
et hc)d:n\ndc[y used today. Some
researchers are thiis working on
algorithins that can resist attacks powered
by & quantum competer, an enterprise
called quantum resistant cryptography
(QRC). In Fact, marrying cryptography
with quantum physics paves the way for
encryption technologies based on the
Laws of quantum physics, which can be
mane convoluted than mathematical
concepts alone,

Researchers worldwide have been
working on QRO since 2006, inclsding in
piiblicly furided research projects in the
European Union and Japan. In India,
Miskherjee's groip at [ISER Pune, and
thiose at the Indian Institute of Science
(115¢) and the Raman Research Institute
(BRI}, bath in Bengalury; the Centre for
Development of Tebematics, New Delhi;
and at Pondicherry University are
working on it as well,

“A huge deal

f'r)pmgmrrhy research in India is taking
off in other aspects, too, catching up with
that in the European Union, the 1.5, and
Chima, The National Quantum Mission the
Cabinet approved in 2023 includes a
research hub for quantum
communication. The mission is to enable

. the amount of communication reguired to complete a
prove statements; and algebraic coding theory

A mature guantum computer
could easily break some
encryption methods widely used
today, Some researchers are thus
corking on algorithms that can

resist attacks powered by a
quantum computer, an enterprise

called quantum resistant
eryptography

sutellite-based secure quantum
communications between ground stations
over 2,000 km, long-distance secure
quantum communications with other
countries, inter-city quantum key
distribution over 2,000 km, and
multi-node quantum networks, among
other oltcomes,

Thie Indian Space Research

misation is albso planning to launch a
sutellite with ultra-secure qu.lntum
communication capabili

In July, a team of Indian scie
REL, 115¢, ISER Thiruvananthapuram,
and the Bose Institute in Kolkata
published a paper describing a way to
generate true random numbers that are
crucial to making secure private keys and
nearly unhackable passwords,

“This new method offers the enbanced
protection we all need in our daily lves by
using truly random numbsers to generate
leizys that will be used to encrypt the
passwords,” the Department of Science &
Technology said in a statement.

Apart from the Ministry of Science &
Technology, major government funders
for eryptography research in the country
include the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology and the
Department of Telecommunications,

“The present status of quantuim
cryptagraphiy is to build quantuim-secire
cryprosystems,” Mukherjee said
based on the idea that, in the near future,
wee will have quantum computers, When
that happens, the curment cryptosystems
will fail. This is a huge deal”

 consequences will also affect

Indlia's cryptography policy. Acconding to
a recent study commissioned by the
Thales Group, the valume of sensitive
data in the cloud could surge from 51% of
all organisational data to G8% by 2027, As
e data enters and lves in the dood,

“encryption techniques for data at rest, in
mustian, and in use are becoming morne
pervasive, evolving into a standard
prac ar protecting cloud-resident
sensitive information against emerging
cyber th the report said.

There is widespread data loss as well:
the report said almost three-fourths of all
organisations have faced multiple data
breaches in the past year, foremost due to
equate encryption. Some 71%
ated formal eryptographic
programmes and 81% have dedicated
eneryption teams.

(V. Padma is o science journalist in
New Delhi. tvpadma_ 10a@yahoo.con)

A baat carmying domestic toursts passing through
hyacinth in Lake Naivasha last Decermber, &

Water hyacinth
threatens the
livelihoods

of fishers on
Kenyan lake

Associated P'riss

For someone who fishes for a living,
nothing says a bad day like spending over
18 hours on a lake and taking home
nothing.

Recently, a group of shermen were
stranded on Kenya's popular Lake
Maivasha for that long and blamed the
water hyacinth that has taken over large
parts of it,

“They did not realise that the hyacinth
wattled kater entrap them
fisherman Simon Macharia. The men
even lost their nets, he said.

The water hyacinth is native to South
America and was reportedly introduced
o Kenya in the 19805 “by tourists who
brought it as an ornamental plant,” said
Gordon Ocholla, an environmental
sebenitist at Motint Ktny.l University.

Water hy:

his become o large, glossy mat that can
eover swathes of the luke. To fishers, the
invasive plant is a threat to livelihoods,

Usually, the presence of water hyacinth
is linked to pollution. 1t is known to thrive
in the presence of contaminants and

grows quickly and is considered the most
invasive aquatic plant species in the
world, Gcholla said,

It ean block sunlight and impact
airflow, affecting the quality of aquatic
lifee. This has eatsed a diastic drop in the
population of fish in Lake Naivasha and
sorme other affected areas,

The East African Jourmal of
Envirorment and Natural Resources
estimated in a 2023 study that the
invasion of water hyacinth in Kenyan

The water hyacinth is native
to South America and was

reportedly introduced to Kenya
in_the 19805 ‘by tourists who

Dlant

lakes = including Lake Victoria, Africa’s
largest < has led o annual losses of
between §I50 million and $350 million in
Kerya's fishing, transport, and tourism
SECOns,

The fishermen at Lake NMaivasha know
that well, "Previously we would eatch up
1o 50 kg of fish per day, but nowadays we
et between 10 kg and 15 kg,” Macharia
saidl. This means daily earnings have
dropped from S210 1o $35,

There are several ways to deal with the
plant, including physically removing it
Ocholla suid. Another method is
introchicing organisms that feed onit, Or
chemicals can be sprayed to kill the plant,
“but this is not favorable as it would harm
other aquatic life”

Recently the fishers, through a Kenyan
start-up called HyaPak, began using a
imethod that converts water hyacinth into
biodegradable packaging.

HyaPak started in 2022 as a project at
Egerton University in Kenya, Hyal’ak
founder Joseph Nguthiru said the
company s trying to use one problem,
the hyacinth, “to solve the plastic waste
pollution” problem.

HyaPak has entered into a partnership
with the fishers, who harvest the water
hyacinith and sun-dry it for a negotiable
fee. Then it is transported to a HyaPak
facility to be converted into
biodegradable paper material,

Thie company works with 50 fishers at
Lake Naivasha and processes up to 150 kg
of water inth per week, converting it
o 4,500 biodegradable packages,

For feedback and suggestions
far *Science’ please write o
schenoe@thehindu.co.bn with the
subject 'Daily page'
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Whether Trump's tariffs will ai
or harm the USis far from clear

Indiseriminate tarifls that don’l fit into a larger strategy can hurt the barrvier-erecting country more than i

DANI RODRIK

|s & predessor of mternational poltical econcery
8t Harvard Kennady Sehoal, and the author of
“Stralght Talk on Trade: deas for a Sane World
Ecanany’

e worrbi] economy awalis with dread
the arvival of Donald Trump's trade
Lt s Trump eleardy lvies impasn
dluties and has proanised 1o ralse them
o goocds roa Chilna, Euarope, Mexleo
wl even ada, how my
Il swreak depenids |)||[thl on th

thisw

which they are i

Feonomists dislike tari s fora variety of ve
Like all barebers to marketexchanges, they create
IneMclency: they prevent vou feom selling me
something value more than voudo, leaving both
o s worse off in prinelple, Eeonsmie theary does
recognize that this inefMiclency can be offset by
galnselsewhers, Forexample, tarilscan do seme
gl b the presence of infant ndusteies, keowl-
edlge spillovers, monapoly poser, o nathonal-
SECUFILY COnCerns.

ven then, economisis will argue Marea
It imstrument. Afver all, an import el lsa
specifle combination of twoe different pol
o consLmpbon of e lmported good and
duction subsidy for s domestle supply, at egu:
rates, Any economic o son-econamie olyje
can be met more. el
el b s parately amd at customized rates,
rreting them at desired oulcomes more divectly,
T econgmlsts, il platcd almaeel ol one's

"
deploying these

AlTs e

parills, WP L xR concessons (o
trade partmers, Lmportantly, this implicit rejection
ol aeross-the-board wrlls also seems o reflect
the view of his nomines for Treasury secredary,
Scodt RBessent,

Before the U5 election, for example,
threatened Mexleo and Canada with 2
thaw Tallesd tos " sevure thede Baordess,” In pred
such threats donot need whe
conrntries comply with Trump's de

But it is unclearwhether wsing such thre
ehangeothers’ behaviour will be effective, China,
Inalia, amad st her large countries are unlikely o be
clinologlos swayed by them, given the risks of appearing we
u:mll] 1 et eher can Inany ariifs poor threal regardless of
sgersand | whetherone views them as uliy plstol ora Swiss
g produe tive Army knifie,

O the convenitlonal view, because tarlifs are

i fal to the domestle economy, they lack credi-
hiliry as punishment for others, On the altermative
¥ AarkTs are inherently desirable,

b n-.lln-_l| ri likely vo e wsed vegardloss
1 e pariners i,

‘s vbew could net be maore different, In
riffs are ke o Swiss Army knife,
weously fix America's trade
 foster

ithon, shore up

b s at homie,
nciul. Tar s will

i bl th
deficit, e
domestle

Trumyp had

y une 5
benefitkng some while hurting those 1|
o drmported inpants or forelgn markets. Even

where they hoost profiis, there bs no guaranies this

ih lrumpnl.-.nlwn.ll.h view, the oo news, for
thee rest of the world st beast, Is that the economic
ot will be borne malnly by Amerdeans, That is
another key inslght from econmmdes: just as the
b dits of opening up e international rade
aecruie mastly an hoane, so oo e costs inNicted 1, IO e o
by psstesctbonarm, Flence i0owould be a oragic mls- bewen effectivein «mu-,.lhmllh.ml
ko For otlser coaunirbes o overre nil retaliate Inatances, Advocates ol this perspectve view tariTs
s, Th I\mm 15001 Im Iln-m a5 a shield behind which ot her, mainly dome;
pediche nwork miore
trade laws have allowed couniries bo use tariTs
to protec i vilnerble sectorsor reglons umder
specific conditions, elfectively supplementing

Erade partners

domestie soclal poliey.

Aneven more slgnificant example s infant-in-
dlustry predectiomn, which has worked best when it
exlsts alongabde odher Instroments o incentivize
domestie fiems o lnnovate and upgrade. Some
n s el e | Oth-century |
ost-1960s South i, ] post-
1080 C s, ndusteial

al-conient reculre
thon Heduetbon Act. In all these case
supsporting role for other policles
wrosler purpose, g can be o small
pelee to pay for the larger benedir,

Unfortumite g has ned offered a domes-
tle ageswda of renewal and economic reconstrc-
ny e Lhesie areas, and ks i sill ey
avid Fakl) om thelrown,

When taeliTs ave moderate and are used (o com-
nend i domeatic nvestment agenda, they need
use mch har can even be useful,

1y b are not sup-
ported by purposeful policles st home, they do
considerable damage—and more so at home than
for trade partners, OIS/ PROJECT SYNDICATE
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Indigenous approaches to fire
control hold lessons for the US

America must adopt raditional techniques deploved in Australia

DAVID FICKLING
isa Blunmbeug MIDI\ columrist covering
climate change and energy.

B devastation from Californ:
wilclfives isunbogue bn s horvor
it has precedents elsewhere,
some time-honoured solu Ium
e msebach, So far, some
have been killed
Alructures destr
o Australia’
fin

thousands ol years of Indigesous fire agrl-
culture has proven deadly 1o a modern
soclery more averse o burning vege

+bessnns from the far side of
the workd that could have reduced the
atastroqhe in e
A wllmll'ln-uunpnulk it
and Australla s experienee
as much a matter of luck
Black Satur
people within days, At the same tme, in
worki] where wildfine I8 becoming more
Trequen: {
ehange, there are lessons to be leami
T how otlver conntries hiedle the saan
combaatible mix of parched vegetation
and dry windy weather,

e il ng Hlack Saturclay tavght Ausl
Ha was that ¢ bom s better than the
then-common ey ol staying behind
tevdlediend your progserty. 10 Tad Followed
the example of C, where around
SO0 peopde were ordered From the
Teonimess dluring a 2007 e dis
lves might have b /i

Here are three exam) 0
applled o avent luture disasters,
Hurrmu,mmn simidarities: Australia
Lt b commmon. The two
e roughly similar in sl
and thewestern |
i chemsae |y -pspualated steips of land sand -
wiched between the ocean
interiar. Los Angeles s
maor Australian clty, with about |l.4||uf
Melkssur il surd oo thdedd o what
vou'd expect in Sydney, But vegetatbon in
sth southern California and Australia is
clerminated by scderophyll plants—acapted
i hast vy weather, they olten depend on
willdfre o germinate and spread.
here are historieal similavities, too. In
bssth conmtries, Indigenous populations
prsictoed a formm of five agriculivee formil-
beninda before Enropeans arvived. Verbal
aceountsand paintings by cardy colonksts in

s elfects
iy I]:n i i

Controlled fires have lang been used by
Australia’s ariginal inhabitants AP

hotheoumiries

eaquibte conslsient in thelr
deserlprlon of a laindscape remdnlaoent of
the parklands around an 1Bth-century
English countey house—widely-spaced
rees, se| ecl by grassy expanses. Those
practbees were lange by stamped out in the
Utk and 2000 centurles &8 emergency
depanments foeused on suppressing five,
vather than working with it,
.Hmqu}ur.fq‘mmn.tmm-- o

rithe lessons of Indige mus.ﬂn-mnlml
early. Government inouirdes intocatasimo-
Ly enshr 1|'||
||\|.'I.<|l'u||[!| m.q,,mhmrlu o han
Ing fre, el i nlm,uﬂ ||||nl|-r-
grovwtl o the year
Liv gt vl u[ thes fuel that infernos feed

practice of ‘cultural baming,
v bess cdamaging, A wildfine can
wasily bt termperatures sulMclent o melt
alumini
can run, bt

prigress 8 slow
warming climate Is reducing the number of
ool dampdays whe n bedone, Over
he sl st recent years foewhieh we have
comparable data, Avsiralla conducted
plannad burns over three thimes the area
seen in the LS, A more prosctive apgroach
has improved matters in the Southern
Hembsgshere, Others should follow,

Pay it frvoard Managing awildfire over
it lanclmiass | beyond the abdlity of pro-
Fessional emergency departments, |
tralla, volunteer five services are hey
Inatbtutions outskide g with nearly
VA, 000 peaple glving thelr tme 1o such
agencls—roughly 5% ofthe rural popula-
thon, That helps manage fve insparsely-
[i5 alated areas,

LIS hassimiblar opganizations, About
alirefgl revidinteess,
ment |s we

illing about I7% between 2005
A third of Mrefighters mmmmummm:l
less than 2500 people are aged 50-plus.
They've the fivst Une of defence, America
CELOOMBERG

needs more of them,

Capital markets require more Hindenburgs, not fewer

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

1T
ol
influene

Y

m 2017, Nathan Anderson established
Hinslenburg R

il proflis,

podniec] as s name; touneover corpor Troan fts veports, Theversclty of its dalms has Corporate opacity beaves

dligasters of hu ancl hobd them | also been dowbred, But sl shos selling s | Anderson’ lllmh-nhuuhr Short S'E“ers

Ower the years, Hindenburg metienlously 1 s
g el foreontroversy, dis- s e hase and bold securitles Yor, | cases, pubilishing u-pul'l.\ h°|d hUSInEESES

secting companies and exposing evervihing e praetiee 08 often vilied as though it's crrild wit hatand paib- to account DLuirg's wirk may have rul-
Fecm secointing frad o undiselosed con- ardiiis, While shart sellers like Hinden- | lie o Meeil Feaathisrs, bt 1 servied
Micts o Inderest, g are nod infallible, they contribite Gir | better than what market ra|se the cost 08 @ NECessAry counter-
| & conporate advisar and Lastweek, mich tothe glee ol many iy i Do ket effictency hian they regiven | regulators are expected 1o dght in a system that
Independent deector on corporate world, Ancderson annenced that | eredit for, By challenging v ey, The: resuliant sell-olls Of opacity and aften (ilts agalst the lide
corperate boards, His X handle e wasstepplng away fromm the O beball, | expostg fead, they peevent babbles tha were the market's natural guy, AL core, the debate
|s @asmumbal clting the unrelenting pressure of the work, | destabilize economies when ey buest. resganse bo the truths thiat make marke[s abownt Hindenbarg's meth-
Hisdepanture fee ls symbollc—a remind Whylsitthat we celebratethose whosing | were missing (n the firsi oddsdan't mesely about short
o frngie e Aght foe corporate acoom e pralses of our fvourite companies but | place, None of this would more efficient sollingror market reactions,

Few cletermined i

Tl ceam b b befi o
wage these battles,
Desplte decades of fin:
gliahally, we necd mose Hindenburgs, not
Fewer, Businesses are the lifeblood ofmod -
e e onmnies, but withoul checks and b
pees, they camabso be thelrundolng. Begie
Latcvrs, while ne y, operate within the
raucracy and polities,

sellers
‘vultures' th

tthr

(e

g fr

Rldding 117 When they

They are veac tive, nid proactive, ITnveston,
partleularly large instinatlons, often And it
aber tos bk the other way
the companles they bankeall, Govers
il ethieal behaviour
1 hash-tagged with the brate force of

Yes, Hindenburg profited many times

chemuonize those who challenge the
w long been maligned, labelled

Towr vevealing thie teuth or the company for

they dleseabilize markets or because they dis-
turh our ilusions® Much of the investing
world and many global corporate owners
iy eheer Hindenbarg's closaee, but ironi-
e mlly i i

an confiont
nee,

atuire Aggnores the vital rode \Ik:l(
nexpusding the
astaslzes,

aedbers play
ot before It me

be necessary in a world
whiere humanscould truly
govern themselvesearmest by withowt dolng
anything they'd want kept hidden,

The [yt ol whit shart sellers do
goesbisvond Anancial markets, Thelrinves-
tgations are deslgned o make profits, bu
with prineiples. By shining alight oncorpo-
mdscleeds, ey remibne us that gover

1 mn-megidbabde plllaroleagdualism,
candal they exposed, there were
Nkl o of Doardrooma it felt e dp-
ple elfect, forcing businesses o recognlae
it the ciost o ogy el decedt hisd gone
up, I wiorkd where trust is both a currency
and avictim, Hindenburg ralsed the priceof
milseeds,

bt corporate mos

Can capitallsm eoexl

with intepgrity? s halance the
iriwie for profl Ilululn.}, thi |I|,,ll| thing®
T ez e m.qa s |lul‘<wnl| i

Himdenbwirg's work, however conirove:

sdal. offerod a counter! e 0 a system

aften sheewed, | ralsedd a slmple
aquest o 1T nothing to hide,
why le a fundamental

e

tme and effori?

Anderaon’s decision o open-sowrce his
technlgues would perhaps be his most
enduring comtrilation, an inviation foeoth-
ers to step dnto the fray and continue such
wark. Yed, ane cannot lgnore the personal
teall st activism takes, Holding power to
avcouml s rarely glamorous, 1 exhausting,
redentless and often thankless, While we cel-
ehwatemoyes that hevo-worshipindividuals
whio takee on the high and mighty, when it
OIS L0 GUE Wn Vet mEnts, weollen ory
Foul whaem anyone ashs questions.

Withoant watehdngs willing
easance, sochety risks sl
where profits are priorized ove
Aceouimtability vl no rest omn the shi
hews of 3 Few breave Individuals, 1vs 2 shaved
ressgnis by —of regal ators, Investiors and
Carprale boards, The aquestion s wl
wiewill leave this task to  few activists in the
T b whaat esvire systems oflen
s dhon't need perfection, but
ey dho e accountability,
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A REUNION OF HEARTS,
MINDS AND THE DIVINE

Today, we are connected not just by the bands of
friendship but by the threads of technology

WL
FavI VALLURI
Tmeaec.ades ago, we were perhaps merely a group of mosey fiends

and acquaintances. We were a bunch of strapping youngsters and

petite women wha had fowered from their teens, al tutees in an
estimable institution. Three decades back we professed and cherished
a heterngeneity of political ideologies spanning the left, right and cen-
f&r spectrums, in an era of a controlled economy and what also was
the pre-lobalisation era. This was a generation ago. Meanwhile, the Soviet
econarmy crumbled and disintegrated, the Berdin Wall collapsed and diverse
countries swiftly embraced consumerism and capitalism. A talismanic
Zuckerberg bought a contrivance called WhatsApp from Jan Koumn, All
the tachnology and gadgets have provided seamiess connectivity and
people across the globe have been moored, and so it was with us. Ina
irice, we were all trussed up through WhatsApp.
Adew months of endiess chatting on WhatsApp resulted in a clarion call
for a reunion. This was followed by frenetic preparations and a home-
coming took place at the opulent Rajputana Sheraton, Jalpue The assem-
Iy and the bonding were indeed amazing, For threa days and four nights
we were fo shed our past baggage and live ancther life, The friends of
yesteryears conducted themselves as a group of chikdren rediscover-
ing their raats. This is purely a physical pining. The geometry and archi-
fecture of the human mind are unmindiul, unsuspecting and unaware
of the exalted, ehevated and lofty stale # is capable of. This s the pin-
ing and longing for the Divine. The same longing that Radha Aruna or
Sudama possessed for Lord Krishna. This |s true of all refigions, falths
and spiritual masters, Like Yusuf, Dawud, Sulayman, and Ibrahim beck-
oned Allah, Akin to what the aposties, and more recently, Saint Teresa
Tt for Jesus or Ananda for Buddha. This is divine love without any attach-

ments and entanglements, This is not an emotion of craving but that of
five Es. What are these five Es? The devotee, seeker and devout are
subsumed with exhilaration, ecstasy, euphora, elation, exultation and ebul-
lience. This is the authentic and ganuing pining for the Divine. Itis a med-
ative state in which the seaker or the disciple basks in the glory of the
Master and utters his name with the doctrine of the three Cs: credence,
confidence, and conviction,
‘fees, the enlightened Buddha does say nathing is permanent in ife, and
impermanence s the only constant factor. However, the heart and mind
aching for the Divine is veracious. it transcends all boundarkes and fron-
fiers. Feelings and emations encompass the hurrian mind with construc-
five and efficacious thoughts, where it becomes intrepid to scale and
surmaunt ary misadventure.To elaborate further, Gurudey Sr S Ravi
Shankar poses a teaser, "Do we give quality time o the Divine?" He goes
on to add, that we do that only after partying hard, watching some tan-
faltzing movies and entertaining guests. The remainder or balance of our
fime is set aside by the mind to pine for the Divine,
The universe thus showers upon us only that quantum of benediction
and bounty, depending upon our tapas or the tractive effort of the mind.
Howeves, through methodical and punctilious practice of techrigues like
yoga, pranayama, meditation and the unique rhythmic breathing tech-
nique of Sudarshan Kriya, the mind can achieve the state of continuous
communion with the Dhine by remaining in the present moment. Sa,
‘what happened to the group that met after thirty years? They are in abid-
ing and sustained touch. Perhaps a dash of spiriteal sparkde is required
1o cemant the bonding from within and without.
(The writer is the CEC of Chhatiisgarh East Raifway Lid. and
Chhatttspart East West Rafway Lio. He fs a facully of the Arf of
Living; views are personal)
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UTTAM GUPTA

As state-owned oil companies grapple with massive losses from selling LPG below cost,
the Govt is set to allocate Rs 35,000 crore in subsidies to mitigate the financial burden

uring the current financial
year (FY) 2024-25, the state

owned Indian Ol Corporation
Lad {(1OC), Bharat Petrale
Corporation Lid (BPCL,
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Lid
(HPCL) are expected to lncur an under

recovery of Rs 19,550 crore, Rs 10,400 crore
and Rs 10,570 crore respectively on sales
of LPG to hotsehold consumers, To make
up for this loss totalling s 40,500 crare,
the Union Government is likely to provide
asubsidy of Rs 35,000 crore. In the Budget
26, to be presented on February
. Finance Minister Nir mla
prowision
10,000 crore in the revised estimate (RE J
for the current FY and the remaining Rs
25,000 crore in the budget estimate (BE)

L

)

under-recovery arose because these
corporations sold LPG for Rs 803 per 14,2
kg cylinder against the cost of supplying at
the retail point being higher. The cost is cal
culated as the refinery-gate price or RGP
(taken as import parity price or IPP and
export parity price or in the ratio of
B0:20) plus freight, marketing costs, mar
keting margin, dealers” commission, and
taxes and duties, During the current FY, the
cost is Rs 1043 per cylinder, and the loss
is Ha 240 p nder which on total sales
of 169 crore cylinders would be Rs 40,500
crore, Modi - government had stopped
giving subsidies on LPG during FY 2021
22,1 ﬁun.hnw come, it continues to make
huge payments from the budget? LPG is an
environment and human-friendly fuel
that meets the needs of millions of house
halds (HHs).

Subsidy on LPG ought to be given only to
those HHs who are poor. The government
also needs to track the income status of the
beneficiaries and withdraw support from
those who bec better off and can pay
cost-based prices. Ignoring these cardinal
principles, the subsidy was given to any
one whio had an LPG connection. It went
to all and sundry including the . The
pear who alone should have got it sat ot the
imllum. According to the Economic Survey
(2015-16), only 0,07 per cent of LIPG sub
sidies in rural areas went to a fifth of the

LPG IS AN ¢

ENVIRONMENT
AND HUMAN-
FRIENDLY FUEL
THAT MEETS THE
£DS OF
MILLIONS OF
HOUSEHOLDS
(HHS).

SUBSIDY ON LPG
OUGHT TO BE
GIVEN ONLY TO
THOSE HHS WHO
ARE POOR. THE
GOVERNMENT
ALSO NEEDS TO
TRACK THE
INCOME STATUS
OF THE
BENEFICIARIES
AND WITHDRAW
SUPPORT FROM
THOSE WHO
BECOME BETTER

OFF AND CAN PAY

poorest households, In urban areas,
the poorest fifth got only 8.2 per
cent.

Aot of subsidies went to fike ben
eficharies or the diversion of stocks
albelt subsidised) of LPG cylin
ders b0 hotels, restaiirants, and
other commercial users. Despite
i, sheer
18 o give
subaidies to all and sundry. * ﬁ:\'
found ways to give it without 1<|k
ing the burden on the Centre’s bal
ance sheet. Initially, the subsidy on
LG (besbdes petrol and diesel) was

cross-funded/subsidised by chary
ing mare o the sale of ather prod
wets such as fuel oil, naphtha, ATE
ete, hence, no burden on the bud
get. In 2002-03, the Vajpayee-led
MDA government ended the above
system and decided to give subsi
dies on these products directly
from the budget with the intent to
eventually disband them, But, that
was not to be,
The UPA government which took
charge in 2004, even while contin
uing with subsidised sales, used
disingenuous methods such as the
issuc  of oil  bonds  to
IOCL/BPCL/HPCL (instead of
losses incurred by them due to sell
ing these products at below-cost
prices), and sale of domestic crude
oil by stated owned upstream oil
and gus companies viz, Oil and
Matural Gas Corporation ((INC
and Ofl India Limited (OIL), ete.
at a discounted price to these fuel
refiners-cum-retailers,
In June 2000, petrol was decon
trolled followed by dicsel in
\nvulllu.r 2014, As for LPG, the
i Committee recor nded
the removal of 25 per cent of the
subsidy in 2012-13 and 75 per cent
in the following two years. Modi
Ciovernment which took charge in
May 2014, started acting on it but
i a calibrated manner. On January
1, 2005, it launched a direct ben
efit transfer (DBT) of subsidy.

—FF

Under DET, oil PSUs deliver the
eylinder to the beneficiartes ata full
cost-based price and follow it up
by depositing a subsidy in the ben

eliciary’s account,

I turn, they claim relmbursement
of the subsidy amount from the
Centre, This helped in eliminating
fake beneficlaries and curbing
milsuse that was inherent in the
erstwhile system wherein subsidy
was vmlw{{dud in the price. But,
the government couldn’t muster

the courage to trim the number of

beneficiary HHs sans Modi
requesting the rich w give up on
their own,
The FY 2020-21 was a boon,
viewed from a subsidy angle. In
that year, there was a steep decline
in international prices (due to the
COVID-19 pandemic) leading to
a fall in the cost of supplying an
LPG cylinder to a low of Hs 600,
hence, it could be given to all HHs
ut Rs 600 requiring no subsidy sup
port. The BE of Rs 36,000 crare for
that year was used largely to clear
past dues of odl PSUs nm‘( provide
free gas connections under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY).During 2021-22 when
the inter |1ulw|1«f price rose due to
waning COVID and demand
revival, the cost of LPG zoomed to
over Rs 900 per cylinder.
This prompaed the government to
ive subsidies but only to the
f‘.\!l.“l’ beneficiaries. They were 9.6
crore out of a total of 33 crore HHs,
It spent Rs 14,000 crore during that
year. During 2022-23, it spent Rs
9,170 crore. Bud, this doesn't tell the
full story.  From June 2020 to
June 2022, the government had
asked the three fuel
Iy IOCLIBPCLIHPCL to sell LPG
ata price below cost and gave them
a one-time grant of s 22,000 crore
o compensate for the losses
incurred in 2021-22 and 2022-23
(against under-recovery of Hs
28,250 crore)

This was nothing but subsidy
(albeit "hidden'} given to all and
sundry, and not just PMUY ben

ous two years, that allecation was
meant o cover subsidy to PMUY
nellelary HHs @ Rs 200 per
cylinder for up to 12 refills per year,
However, 1o benefit all the 33 erore
HHs, on August 29, 2023, the
Union Cabinet approved a reduc
tion in the price by Rs 200 per
eylinder effective from August 30,
23, thereby enabling the PSU
retadlers to sell it at Hs 903 per
cylinder (Delhi). Taking 4 fills per
HH, als 200 per cylinder, the
annual burden comes to Rs 2
are (200x4x33),
Since the decision was effective
from August 30, 2023, for the
remaining seven months of FY
2023-24, the outge would be
and Rs 15,300 crore. On March
9, 2024, the fuel retaibers namely
I0CLBPCLIHPCL were asked to
cut the price by another Rs 100 per
cylinder (courtesy, of general c'[]\'\
tions) to Rs 803
Druring the current FY 2024-25, the
price has remained unchanged
despite the cost remaining at an
clevated bevel,  The under-recov
ery for 2023-24 and 2024-25 thus
comes 1o o Hs 40,000 crore of
which the ire now wants o
reimburse R 000 crore. This
and the earlier payment of Rs
2,000 crore for loss incurred by
I0CLBPCLIHPCL during 2021
and 2022-23 could have been
avolded i only it had stuck to its
earlier stance of restricting LPG
subsidy only to the pﬂlil'”ﬁ?‘ and
[ l1lll|{ll transparent. But, this is
unthinkable in the current paliti
cal climate wherein all decisions
based on sound economic logic ane
hamstrung by populi
(The writer s a polic
views are personal}

The silent epidemic: The untold story of gender inequality against men in India

Indian society, long entrenched in patriarchy and gender inequality against women, is now grappling with an overlooked dimension of the issue—gender inequality against men

been dominated by patr

archy and gender
inequality against women,
However, the two recent sui
cldes of w techie and a head
constable, both alleging
extortion and harassment
by their estranged wives and
families, point to a highly
skewed, female-oriented and
obsolete legal framework
Giender inequality largely
remains o half-told story,
deprived of the male coun
terpart.
The legal system in India
favours women with the
dowry laws in India being
specifically highly discrim
imatory. As per section 1138
of the Indian Evidence Act,
1872 (now Bhartiya
Saksham Adhiyam, 2023} if
o married woman commits

Indldn soclety has always

FAJLEEN KAUR

suicide within 7 years of

marriage, it is assumed that
the husband or his family
abetted suicide, while the
same does not apply 1o
women. Marriage litigation
experts claim that when
women file complaints
against their husbands and

families, the dynamics of

abuse and unclear docu
mentation frequently make

these cases highly complex
and o woman's :<1 UIIlI“ is
at

usually e
value, ¢ B :‘lﬂll”l\ il
imbalance in the legal
process,
Addition es also

et o pre
tody of children especially in
younger ages below 5 years,
in most divorce cases, as per
the Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, 1956
According 1o the National
Crime Hecords Bureau
(NCRB) 2022 data, men
accounted for 1,22,724 sui
cides out of a total of
1,700,896,

This is 7181 per cent of all
suicides. The also high
lights that an commits
suicide every 4.45 utes
while a woman every 9 min
utes. Moreover, the rate of

sulchde among married men
is three times that of married
wormen. In 2021 as ¢
41,063 married men o
mitted suicide while I]w
women's figure stood at
‘It{-un

amily problems and
|I<|;w rerc! issues we
leading causes of sulcide in
metropolitan cities, account
ing for 32.5 per cent of the
cases. Gender inequality
towards men finds lmited
discussions both culturally
and in academic research,
not just in India but global
Iy. However, a closer *nuk ut
IFH' ts reveals a biased
feminist societal structure
predominantly,
According to the founder of
a Delhi-based organisation,
Purush Ayog, seciety stereo
types assume that ‘'males

cannot be victims, which
leads to ignorance and
neglect of the issues facing
them. A study by Stoet and
Gieary, 2019 for 134 coun
tries claimed that men were
more disadvantaged in 91

{6 per cent) countries than
women. They argued that
the Global Gender Gap was
flawed, due to lopsided mea
suring techniques, which
did not include situations
where men are disadvan

taged, die to the absence of
literatiire

Another study In France
found that diserimination
against men in female-dom
inated workplaces is more
prevalent than diserimina
thon against women in male
dominated workplaces.
Similar examples of reverse
sexism, with anti-male prej
udice are vastly prevalent,
but ironically barely quoted.,
The mental {ll‘il“h res

is also focussed on won
and scholars warn of the
faced by men as a

egal

female t'ﬁl

prits are less likely to have

onger and more stringent

imprison it for sl ar
crimes,

Women's liberalisation and
CMPOWETMENE Are NECessary

for a progressive social
steucture and developed
ceonomy. Stll, a gt'mi'h'l
equal status should not be
thrived at the cost of male
exploitation,
In modern-day society, with
evolving pe l{l‘l riles and
relationships; better eduea
tion and awareness; and a
feminism gaining force, bal
anced matrimonial laws are
maore pertinent than ever.
The government must con
sider amending marriage
laws to include prenuptial
agreements 1o address finan
cial complexities, disputes,
and legal rights,
(The awthor is asststant
{'.'nﬁ'm i al Sri Guru
Ciodind Singh Coll
Commerce, Univ
of Delhi; views
are personal)
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Opinion

Trade partner or adversary?

India must think beyond China-Plus-One strategy
as the world trade order is rapidly changing

HINA IS REPORTEDLY imposing restrictions on exports of cer-
tain key industrial inputs and capital equipment to lndia, and
commentators have wamed against the potential adverse fall-
out of the move on some of India's sunrise sectors, Foxconn's
iPhone unit in India,electrievehicle manufacturer BYD, ete. could face delays
incomponent sourcing, as also Tata Electronics, which has manufacturing
ties with Apple. The move by the world's largest trading nation, which is set
tocross an incredible milestone of havinga 51 trillion trade surplus with the
rest of the world in 2024, exposes several fallacies and myths. Despite the
rhetoric of New Delhi being restrictive and chary about imports from the
bdgger neighbour, not just its industry arld consumers but even its manu-
i ambiti onimparts from China, These
imward shlpment.'- have been ris nglelenﬂe-.r.]y,wlm nnlealpn]lcyimpedu
mentsby India, In FY 24 alone, China regl plus
of $85 billion with India,

Ty i by China’s data, that surpl I higherat 103
bdlllun in 2024 far higher than the § 57 billion repurr.ed in 2019, Beijing's

parts of industrial diary goods to India may be meant to
force Imlia to withdraw its “restrictions” on Chinese investments and
issuance of visas to Chinese professionals, However, that is at best half the
story. The Chinese movealsot hat it is quite afford able for Beijing to
curb certainexy I tthinksth ld hance India's
tech-intenst facturingcapabilities With Indiahavingasharefless
than 5% in its total exports, it doesn’t make much difference for China if
exports of certain chosen goods to the country are restricted fora specified
period. In short, China's move goes beyond trade strategy, and may well be
puided by hostile motives,

China seeks to use trade as a weapon, The reality is that this plan hasn't
seen any serious sethacks, despite the pushback by the west, Even the US's
imposition of high tariffs on Chinese goods in 2018 hasn't slowed China's
ascendancy on the global trade landseape — its exports rose by $1.1 trillion
between 2017 and 2023, even as annual shipments to the US in 2023 was
down $80 billion or 16% from the 2017 level. What is to be noted is that
while the much-touted China Plus One (C+ 1) supplychain strategy, of which
Indlia will supposedly be a big gainer, is stumbling, China has already made
muchl scoberent counter-strategy. Itis usinga host of coun-
tries like Mexico, Vietnam, and Asean members as willing conduits forindi-
rect shiprments to the US, and the European Union.

This strategy by the world's second largest economy, which still con-
tributes the most to global g a thirdof global manu-
facturing, is only likely to intensify with the new Trump ad ministration
t'.xper:tet] to sharply raise tarlﬂs !athinm guudL]nrJIa would do well La

If more st tual warzone It
mummexpcm kul:tnn,whereit I.\relauvelyeasymmakeaquanlum jump,
and sew up more for t pr with Japanese,
Korean, and European firms. The rupee shuuld bealluwer] to move more
freely to find its real value. Import substi hittobe
well-informed, supplemented with creation of dnmestic capal:lilltlt'_'- and
guided more by self-interest.

with, and acc

Diplomacy just as vital as
expertise to run restaurant

| HAVE TWO pleces of pat advice for anyone rash enough to approach me for coun-
sel. First, never speak to the press. Second, don'topen a restaurant,

(Crver the last three decades, I've seen a lot of d either flourish
or fall — or, heartbreakingly, flourish then Fall, About 179 don't survive thele first
year; and only slightly more than 50% get past the five-year mark. | suspect thesta-

RICING OF AGRICULTURE

outputs or inputs is no dif-

ferent from the pricing of

other products. In a market

economy, they are decided

by the free play of demand and supply.
Many a times scweuunmm Intervene to
he

system Inefficiencies, That

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.

©® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
MSP FRAMEWORK NEEDS A REVISIT, IN TERMS OF FREEING UP PRICES OF PRODUCTS AS ALSO MAJOR INPUTS

Free up pricing of agriculture

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professor, ICRIER

does not mean lhatugnmmmemgdun't
hawe any role, Their major role should be
tomake sure that marketswork well And
forthat, th in

are they asking the Centre to make the
minimum support prlcm thﬁl‘ﬁ}]esa]'-‘
Let the of mak-

symmetry and physleal infrasteucture,
Theycan also invest in facilitating the cre-
athon of efficient value chains through
Institutional iInnovations that minimise
the price spread between farmers and
consumers, They can help promote

Ingitlegal and pay for the mmeqlmcu
The Centre should leave agri-market
reforms, including the MSP business, to
thestates,

It mayhbe worth recalling that the sys-
temof MSPwas Introduced by the Centre
with the setting up of the

500 million in 1965,

Today, India is not facing the situa-
tion bt did in the mid- 19608, Despite hay-
ing 1.43 billion people, India bs giving
free wheat and rice (5 kg per
person/month) to maore than 800 mil-
lion people. India ks the largest exporter
ofrice In theworld, The Food Corporation
of Indla has mountains of rice that are

almost three times the

futures markets and uptl.orui thattry te
minimise the risk, and h take
planting decisbons based on what future
prices are likely to be rather than bask
them an the previous year's prices, This s
the forward-looking scenario that will
m Jwithwhat Indiach bewith

al Prices Commis-

the 1991 reforms,

If Manmohan Singh will be remem-
bered for one great thing that he did for
India, itwould be freeing up the industrial
policy from the controls and licence raj,
freeing up the exchange rate, and gradu-
ally reducing lmport dutles and opening
up trade, This gave ]ndla A Rew! d.irectlnn.

Hedidnottouch

buffer stock norms, The

® BUDGET PLEA

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

«.the Budget must eliminate “raid raj* and “tax
terrorism", protect Indian manufacturing jobs,
and take decisive action to boost wages and
purchasing power. This will incentivise Indian
businesses to invest

alsoits majorinputssuch as fertilisers and
power. In fact, land markets also need to
be opened up, starting with land lease
markets A highly regulated land market,
and pricing of inputs and some outputs
(rlce and wheat), with massive procure-
ment, is leading to huge inefficlences in
the system. Part of the problem stems
fram the public disteibution system that
gives freewheat rice toalmost 57%of the
pulation with the government claim-
Ing that it has brought 248 million people
out of poverty in the last 10 years. It has
become achicken-and-egg problem, Since
Inalia has bocked itselfin free grain distri-
bution, it has to procure roughly 60 MT of
grainseach year to feed that system.
Given that India has digitalised much
ofthe foodsystem, bothat the level of con-
sumeraswell as the farmer's end, itwill be
much more frugal and efficlent to move
towards divect cash transfers to targeted
beneficiarieswhoreally deserve support.it
Implies a larger food subsidy to the
extremely poor [an!yad'n)w}, and less to

slon I January 19651t was it will be much MSP basket of goods has
meant to focus primarilyon m fmg.l expanded over time,
wheat and dcegglnd.ia}\:vas l‘mari'mw n:l'K’ lar];ely due to political
Imgalymnnnf‘hnlcntaplu cle ove pressure,  MSPs  were

parting 10mil- towards direct  always supposed to be
Ilunmnm-s:M'[]nfwheatm cash transfers indicative prices, and the
the mid- 19805 under Public eted government would come
Law 480 from the USA b wﬁuir:il h to procure only If there was
against rupee payments. It o NesWho  , carious crisis, The legacy
did not haveenough foreign really deserve  of ppen-ended procure-
exchange to buy food from support ment of wheat and rice in

plobal markets. Food aid

from the US had its political
b Fwhich

Itwasa uatequhge:t_‘l‘heonly thing hedid
Was mtry 1o rakse urea prices by 300 in
twas absurd to
them frazen over long periods of time
when costs were rising, 1t was resisted by
many in the Congress party, who feared
losing their vote base.

If agriculture s truly a state subject,
as most of the activists cried when the
National Democratic Alllance govern-
ment brought in thenwhy

rlenced when food shipments to India
were suspended for 72 hours by Lyndon
Johnson as India issued a statement in
favourcfViemamwhen the USwas at war
withthe Southeast Aslan nation. In 1966,
India also Imperted high-ylelding vari-
etlesofwhieat seeds from Mexico (18,000
tonnes), which ushered in green revolu-
tion. [t was In that backdrop that the pol-
fcyof MSPiorwheatand paddy came into

PLFS reflects positive

SUMITA DAWRA

Sacratary, ministry of lubour and ampleymant

,most notably
1n Punjab and Haryana,
has continued till day, It has creaved an
imbalance in the peoduction basket. Too
much rice is being produced primarily
because of free power pricingand highly
subsidised fertiliser prices. This is lead-
1l|g tothe depletion uigmundwamr .wl]

datlon, and

tyline.Sim-
I]arly,ammsate Input -iu'hsidy Fupport 1o

and free up pricing ElfF‘f-ﬂﬂd as well as
Inputs like fertilisers and power, The effi-
clency gains and savings are going to be
large, which can be ploughed back into
agri-R&D and extension, education and
skills, lrrigation and water
physicalmfmtmcturenfmadsam mar-
beeta I rural India, ete,

That s the nature of reformsthat India
needs for realising its dream of Viksit
Bharar by 2047, The competitive IPHY
ulism to give free food, power, or highly

slons — an eml.oglcal dLsa.ster in the
states of Punjaband Haryana,

The entire MSP framework needs a
revisit— not inthe direction of making it
legal but freeing up peices of products as

bsidised fertillsers, or even pocket
money Inthe name of kil befing, etc,ls a
race to the bottomn, It s notwelfarism. It s
simgply bribe for votes,

Vienws are parsoral

employment trends

As India strides towards the vision of Viksit
Bharat, empowering youth with the right skills
and work experience continues to be a priority

N INDLA, THE Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey (PLFS) captures employment trends
Acrossage, gender education forrural and

cationup to higher secondarywere inthe
wiorkforce in 202 3- 24, compared toabout
11%in 2001 7- 18, Besides, around 50% of

engaged in any activity to produce.
or provide services for pay or profit”. This
definition covers all forms of employ-

shot up from 33.95% in 2013 1o
54.81% in 2024, The Q8 World Future
Sijlln Index 2025 shows India's favour-

tlstluamdlﬁemnt . perhaps harsher, for the category of big city fine- dmjngl-_stab urban .,-a.uuann th ol d up to primary level mem: employees, self-em ployed, family I tothe
g out So, ifyouwant am‘hltinnn ual bases, tslaunchin 2017 wasa wiere working in 2023-24, jpared to r h “ready-t i "marlmindlgllalmlen
dly Tcan sketchout leaflk emment reform, Pre-2017, (heNal:Iunal about 25%in 2017-18. etherth s declared or nat. i i anlﬂda] the
above that ]'\m never da.nsd run one myself and the lm ma(udlmg will have better Sample Survey Office used to conduct PLFS methodology: The methodol- Dnthe mﬁerﬁnnd PLFS data includ I jobs. Emerging roles
vl d accounting, Il f pects of th ploy and I wls  ogyado the PLFSisbased on global If- fsalarledand  insmart ring, logistics, hospl
Firat,remernber that your 't bel: { clally Juing Lally, leading vith beest i he S usesa survey casua]labnur [ndllncnnlmn the PLFS also L d d health giv-

Inablg cry. You' Il'bepart of theso-callad hnspllalllyinduﬁtryandit s best tobewel- significant time lag. The PLFS offe ore h sy for capturing emp covers "Mlpersln Immln‘ld enterprise” ingafilliptothe female workforee too,
comed by your peers, whowill also be your r]uaL-i In 201 6, before Junghyun andEIJIa frequent and granular data, supporting — trends, PLES eqti videly used by under ploy asthey Start-ups and GCCs: India has the
Park —immigrants from South Korea boy, thelrfirst i based poli king, T, i Waorld Bankdatabase and gaged in i actl\dly.A'bou( warld'’s third-largest start-up ecosystem,
rant, the couple went around New York to dine atanahlmmdmmuranl.gbelrlend Broad employment trends: Based ILOSTAT, 37%of the fernale workforce in India fall with over 1,57 Lakh department for pro-
Ingchefs managers,servers, and, umr iy e on PLFS data, employment in India Global comparisons: Based on [LO- in this category, and are categorised as  motlon of Industry and Internal trade-
1ok gulars Itwas smart d Ir dmnu.elwman[hhle not beaadly shows an improving trend 201.7- STAT data, India's UR is employed, registered firms directly employing 16.6
hostile,arrivist i i ndt Th 18 onwards inindicatorslike labourforce among the lowest com- Changing landscape:  lakh people. India has become the GCC
aramdtnnn nfgmdmll nmhuywaﬁ andmnthauumhea LCCESS, Slnmthm the: [’a:ta participation ratc:].l-‘! i), worker popula- pared to the Everage of noticeable trend India has seen remarkable  (global capability centre) capital of the
veral spots, | hias tw tonratioWPR), and rate 4,20 im 3 economlic growth over the warkd with the highest number of units
Ia m;lntenl‘.‘ly Iumdammg theworld’s best I (LIR) for peaple aged ISyMH and above,  and the Pacifle, 5.3% in 30 in the PLFS data st decade, rising fromithe  afterthe LS. Also, lﬂ%n[s!nha] mmnnl-

Entering amarket full of talented competitors 1s daunting A three- star Michelin Forinstance, the LFPR has increased from countries of Americas, and from 2017-18 to 10th largest economy in
chef in Europe told me that, at his prime, he turned down several opportunities to 49.8%1n1017-lﬂtn60. 10hin 2023-24, 5.70% in 51 countries of 2023-24 is an 2014 to the fifth Iarsmt in Indla J\rnund 1,700 GECCs operam in
open ashi rﬂ:ln New York because all the friends he had In the citywould turn on him Slrnilarly, the WPR has Increased from and Central Asia, ard shift in 2024, and transf gihe Inclia, Ith-
as an interloper out to grab theirbusiness, t's all very cut-throat, and you've got to A46,8%in 2017-18t058.200in 2023-24, pward shift in self- i employment Iand-icape care and tedlnolosy sectors. Nasscom, in
have drive and a ruthless streak d. But being and unemployment rate has declined  employed: A noticeable self-employment  services, construction, tra-  its Latest report,estimates thataround 19
Iy biliows about the rest of the flel rm— from 6,00 toalow of 3.2%, trend inthe PLFS data from e, man. and the lakh jobs have been created in GCCs.
am!wnrdahautyulrlllmlllnmntahlysem amund MufWEWI‘MIThEM[ 2017-16to 2023-24isan micro, small and medium Education, skdlls, and eny

(Omice,at an aftes-hours bar, | satwithin h aspectof empl upward shift in self-employ . Data are the major driversof ~ Witha 51,2 5% employability rate of Ind-

tance of the chef of a very well-reviewed restaurant
andacoupleafhis deputy cooks, I‘dheenmthellplace

has been the rise of women workfarce,
Facilitated by government schemes, wo-
manh ks |f- | and

acouplesf imes While lenj thefi

was dismissive of custormer concerns, Icnuldn‘thelp
bt eavesdrop on the conversation — and itwas clear

the spiritof the place descended from the top, The chef

was crudely and contemptuous of his rivals, otlmr

HOWARD

CHUA-EOAN sandofhisclients.lh

Blaomibarg Lesson two ks a corellary, Unless you e a(lny an:l
dfour-seatein Kyoto,you reall

rantsoks, You'll th Iki 1andmlt

thelr food; or to cook at the various stations in the kitchen; or make sure the provi-
slans arelve on time; and the accounting lsn'ta mess The hiring process is tough
enough: 'J‘hempmltlunoryuurmamand thedivision of labour isanother, Thebest
way to keep things under control ks to learn to give up contral — to the right people,

Finally, decide what you really want, Michelin stars? If so, these's a way to get on
that ladder. Just be aware that mceyml Ve achl.ehed the stars, you v will have to earn
thermeach year. vil two — if main-
talning th Helng part of a larger, well- fundad
ﬂnan:ﬂ,bﬂt the big-money folks can |
as easily revamp aldtchen they don't think s working — replacing it with less amhl
thous cuisine to shaee up the bottom line,

Even if the quest Is to establish a low-key restaurant that can serve as a lifelong
srnall business, you — o.q:eclal]y Iiyuu aret the d‘\efand creative centre of the place —
still need to put inregular i to make sure diners knowto
want to get to your establishment,

Sowhydothis? | couldn't, Tomake people happy, you've got tobe nice. That's hard
waork, However, maklns penp'h.- happy can create an enthralling feedback loop of
endorphins: Y 'tmrimamml , morphine levels,
1 know chefawha've left the kitchen — retirl g oe chaosin @ their
restaurant cor porations generate growth — and | can detecta wlnl:fu]nen.‘l’lwy'd
rather be cooking to make someone happy. The endorphin high s priceless,

o losing it can b

enteredd the workfarce in an Impressive
scale. Data shows fermnale WPR almost
doubled from 22% to over 40% and UR
dropped from about 6% to around 3%
between 2017-18and 2023-24,

We see an upward trend of educated
women in the workforce, Around 40% of
those with educational qualifications of
post-graduate andabaunmmwurldlgin
2023-24, compared to around 35% in
2017-18.Abaut 24%0f

slhows a decline In casual labour by about
544, accompanied by a decline in regular
wage/salary jobs at about 1%, with an
upward shift in self-employed by about
6, The shift is therefore

emplayment [growth, while the job mar-
ket evolves rapbdly. New roles are emerg-

la'syouth (Economic Survey 2023-24) the
future looks promising, upacla]ly with

sfocusonali

Ing in start-ups, and key
Lndwiuleglik‘e haalthcam hmpita]lty,and
B

more toan increase in the total workiorce
and decline in low-quality casual labour
employment, radmf than adecling in the

kets are Melnga ﬁurgein nppanumtim,

and skills with Industry needs, By priosi-
tising ease of doing business through
\n.sinmry pcll.icy reforms thegoverrmmm

part IM
o Tetl

Indiato
pmmjnemslahal manufacturing b,

regularwagy [perse, ativityar g th e ired sIdIJs. Mlndla strices towards the vislon of
Sdf mdaredmempluxed; Trends in Studies Vil eI ithwiththe
A g tothe 19th such as India Skills Report 2024 showthat  right skills and wark experience, thi

ference af Labour Statisticlans, the Inter-
national LabourOrganization’s definition

of empl 1t s of people who "were

HE EDITOR

Need for ethics-based
Al framework

Apropos of "Al's rise: Progress, power
and ethical peril" (FE, January 18),
inthe Indian context artificial
intelligence (Al) has the potential to
augment growth and innovation in
sectors like health care, finance, and
innovation, Yet, ethical concerns
surrounding its growth must be
addressed since they could lead to
bias and discrimination, and job

displacement, erode individual
privacy, and possible manipulation of
personal data in the absence of
accountability and transparency, Al
growth may deepen the digital divide
and hurt sensitivities in a diverse
country like India, Designing an
ethics-based Al system and bringing
in regulations that prioritise humanity
over efficiency are ways in which
the technalogy could become a
boon for growth.

MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

the skill sets of cur graduates have been
catchingupwithgrowth trends and emp-
loyability. Among graduates, employabil-

Optimise freebies

Freebies are now utilised by major
poltical parties to influence the voting
preferemces of especially the lower
strata, who outnumber everyone. It
may bring relef and |ift them out of
poverty, fostering a sense of
participation and empowerment
alomg with theirwelfare, But it will
negatively impact long-term solutions
by creating dependency on
govemnment sup port, inhibiting self-

schemes like the PM Internship and the
employment-linked incentive,continues
tobeapriority,

reliance of individuals, and potentially
leading to the destruction of the
democratic process and policy
reforms, This rend may lead to fiscal
deficit straining the naticnal budget,
amd unsustainalble govemment debt
that may impact long-term econamic
stability. If the ascending graph is to
be maintained, freebies should be
avoided to their optimal Emit.

RS Marula, Patiala

wwrite ta us at felettersespressindia.com
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Stop makingsedition
accusation casually

he recent statemnent by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
I that India achieved “true independence” only with
the consecration of the Ram temple at Ayodhya is
problemaric at multiple levels, Bhagwar's remark, made
during a speech at Indore, amounts to a serious under-
mining of India’s fm.'dom sn'uggle and its national move-
ment, which culmi | lence fr lonial
powers on August 15, 1947, His statement contradicts the
very adoption of India's Constitution, w}'uch hasatits core
demaocratic, federal, and secular principles. The Indian
Republic was founded on the Constitution; the enduring
significance of the document was evident during its 75th
anniversary celebrations in November last year that tran-
scended party lines.

Bhagwat's statement would seem to suggest that he
does not accept our times as a period of true independ-
ence. The RS5 has, in the past, had reservations about
the Constitution. Do those reservations exist now? India
is a secullar country, and it cannot accept the building of a
temple as a marker of its independence, though it may be
considered a political landmark by partics and organisa-
tions, The RSS chiefwould also be
SEENas party o aluger attempt o

rewrite the country’s history, Op- Bhagwat's
position parties have condemned k India’
thestatement. Congress President take on India’s
Mallikarjun Kharge hastermed it @GN TN
“shameful,” and Trinamool Con-

gress leader Mamata Banerjee isin COn"lﬂtt
hasdeseribeditas“anti-national”, WORUTES T
Demands for legal action have also of the

been raised. The import of Bhag-

Republic

wat's words has been ignored in
the intense political exchanges
that followed, with the ruling BIP
and its allies training guns on Con-

gress leader Rahul Gandhi for his statement— made in

COMMENT

IMPENDING DESERTIFICATION

Therising threat of
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SPEAKOUT
Thereis noonein this
countrywho indulgesin
abusivepolitics more than
Arvind Kejriwal.

Ramesh Bidhuri, BJF leader and

land degradatlon

Sustainable land
management is the need
of the hour to arrest
aridification, which has
the potential to devastate
livelihoods, ecosystem

u,t_unuwd 3300 Iu_]llun [per year, tlm'gl-
ubl.:&cvi.hpmmt

reduce risks from desertification by
improving treecover, which will reduce
wind speed, prevent soil erosion andin-
crease soil moisture.

Rcducmr.ﬂn-u.- bility of pogal

b«hblw:land large-scale nmuwm
mitigate global climare warming, and
more regional or local approaches fo-

Thereareal from
around the world to promote sustaina:
bleland management. The Three North
Shelterbelt Development Program
(TNSDP), a progressive afforestation
pmgr:nmme in C‘hlm‘s drylands, has

helped large-scale greening

of drylands in China with several envi-

cused on wlnemble communites and

health, and GDP : Frowel 3
resource ficantlyi )

K N NINAN nerability to clim

Undertaking vulnerability assess-
and du:gndallnn along with c||- ments to map populations and areas
mare that are vulnerable to aridity is crucial
plbuticn, are the |||.|;|:| nwnm for devising sustainable adaptation poli-
mental crises facing h cies, The of financial resounc:

The United Nations Convention
o Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
at its COP-16 meeting held in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, recently released a re-
port titled “The global threat of dryving
lands: regional and g/ ,J.ohalar iditytrends
and future projections’, which high-

risks
tion and desertification to human and
natural ecosystems.

The report reveals that about 78% of
the earth'’s land has experienced drier
conditions since the 19905, compared
invthe previous 3-year period,

Over the same period, drylands
expanded by about 4.3 million sq km,
equal o an area nearly a third larger
than Indlis, the severnth largest country.
Dirylands now cover about 41 %oFall land
onearth, excluding Antarctica.

The number of people residing on
dryland doubled from 1.2 billion in 1960
1o 23 billion in 2020, Projections sug:

the end of this century,
Between 2007 and 2017, droughts
affected more than 1.5 billion people

Another regreening adapasioneffort
in tthalwi region nerica beganinre

Tural 1mtmfmu:hem ngr.-r Through
this effort, about 200 million new rees
havve been raised in Niger, which hasin-
creased soil ferilicy, substan-
tial amounts of biomass ﬁthmu
energy and enhanced food security for
aboat 2.5 million people.

The Great Green Wall initiative in
Africa aims to halt the advance of
sertification and extend regreening el-
Forts along the 8,000-km length of the
parAfrican Sahel Bel, from Djibouti
toSenegal, The initiative has been sue-
cessfully implemented in Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Senegal and Sudan.

The UNCCD report pn:Mdﬁa bluse-
print for o sustau.llnb]r Fu[urc in whlc]l

mear.um. are undrl taken m syuerg.y

5, SUPPOTTING SOVCTMANCE SIUCTUres,
education, capacity-budlding, effective
AL, CIpd ; ‘

Emissions, rcduce land degr: ndnnml.
safeguard livelihoods, protect ecosys-
tems and simultneously encourage
el foreo

areimpartant,
Thereis also aneed for

I‘Iu:sc include mngdwmnﬂ aridity
and threshold identifica-

tation approach es linked to sustaimable
agriculture and water management, as
mlla.hi:n\iucullnawltnmamlym

tioy; adapting a global w local aridity
impact standard; integratin

iy
adaptation and drought planning into

candidate from Kalkaji

Hypocrisy annoys me, people need to look inio
mirrors, Let me hold a mirror in front of your face,

JoyBellC

TOBE PRECISE

PLEASE

.'fu'ii,,

STAY WITH US

r FOREVER!

INPERSPECTIVE

Meta'sfact-check
exitanditsimpact

Mark Zuckerberg
seems to be boarding
the free speech ship,

with Elon Musk

o prowide the public with re-
linble information. This pro-
motes the spread of basehess,
unscientific narratives and
contributes o an atmosphere
offear,

response to Bhagwat — that his party was “fighting the hubially, costing $125 billion, Ahlmﬂlalf Irmrirm:l la plans impl already at the helm ‘The political leanings of key
T 18 » . of the warld’s dryland ink i, adap- STrar decision-makers undeniably
BJP, the RSS, and the Indian State itself™. The Congress foundin Asia and Africa, i W reqsing  emes to combat land degradation and shape the circulation of infor-
leader’s comment has atrracted accusations of sedition parts of India anc ternChing. — che resili f erop production tocli-  gml droagghtand aridity resik STUTI AGRAWAL mation on their platforms,
and attempts to debilitate the country. An FIR has also Climatic Flctuni txp\:nnllytlu expo-  mate clungclw pmwru'upnndwmrr and promaoting cross-sectoral anidity Zuckerberg's focus on ssues
been registered against him in ﬁ-e-aln in connection with nential rise in h i collaboration through eta’s move to discon- o gender’and ‘immigration’—
thematter, The di liti between the 1I_um ;zmuln'u.smmm_d nun-lchnélurlr and prnu:cmn against losses, such as (heU\lei‘C‘!;Jal . i N timue its fact- Chiﬂ:ﬂ aiIn":’_\r:|,|gt:n|:|a.uh|rin[;‘ihﬂ'ml;nu
[actors, such as unsy le land use  index-L di The; natureof the aricin ing programme ministration — during his
State, the nation, and thc.gcmnunml is not always easily practices, overexploitation of natural re- For the livestock sector, emphasis Iem calls for international L‘mnglgl-:ull replace it with Community  Five-minute address provides
comprehensible. As the Leader of the Opposition, Rahul sources are major factors contributing - should be on adaptive practices, such —and ready access 0 funds and technol- | Notes Ireadyimple- a glimpse into the anticipated
cannot claim ignorance about the distinction b hisrisi land desradat pecies, compe-  ogies fordevelopingeountriestoimple- | mented by X (formerly Twit-  priorities and dynamics after
[t inst g and c:runmmglhe State, The adverse environmental and so- - sitions and chanse;msmang practic-  mentSLM srmmme; terjunder Elon Musk'sleader-  theimplementationof thenew
However, it should be clear that in this si hemeant i icimpactsofi ingarid-  es, such ; g to goass for dairy - Given thatd | L ship, h rked wi system.

the government. ification, .l flandscape b livestockare Failedtomeetthe financial targetsofin- | reactions. What is pcnmcul'\rL The ramifications of Meta's
The rawand the political hes Id prove wettndry sts, arcimmense, leading o morc:r‘.-aaknun hmlmmmdwn.ﬁ termational environmental agreements, Iy striking is the timing of this  decision will not be confined
etback for th ition LN.D.LA bl Iready recl rising poverty such as the Paris Climate Accord, pros- anncuncement, with Donald  to the US. Brazil's proactive
A5 % OPPORCION LIVULLIL (NDE, KTEROY FecRg levels, poor sui femhw Josses in erop GM.'n that crop pmducuun in dr)' pects for | ial com- T Il [ inas  stance in questioning Meta's
under internal strife, as it tries to take the fight to the BJP, 5|-|d]an:| p sity loss, largsedy rainfed. ot biright, However, it is the US President for his sec- hopeful sign
These are times when statements by UF'IJ“S'“D’" ]cadcr& degracaic dand  rainwater harvesti harvest- ifying to see that more than $12 bil- ond term, Meta's justification ity. However,
cs-pmm]lr(‘ leaders, are iousand ihvsmr;’n: wildfires, poor health and | ial fori ingagricul I.nuMnsplaﬂgeclauhe(‘ul’mee:lngm illlhia‘iinlhcllllr;‘c‘tici:l:i\lhlglrlf‘ﬂ!r the prospect of this policy ex-
anti- nnnonn] S(,’f!ll‘.lol‘l andanti- nanonﬂ]wndunnmnm iurge-scale human migration. al productivity without compromising nternational Fact-Checking  panding 1o other countries,
thewor racy, theyshoq:lig Rising aridity has been blamed fora - wateravailabilicy forother sectors. and droughts around the world, espe- Negwork (IFCN)and ismotive  particularly democracies like
ot be imvoled so casuall tD‘L'LIl'I'heJ political ll‘|1 lz‘ﬁdcclmt |nthcmdm~snrpnxl Adaptation practices, such as re-  ciallyin the mostvulnerabl s, pion freespeech loses  India, is alarming. A recent
¥ primac: uct(GDP)of Afri greening degraded landseapes, im-  (Thewriter iz lead author, GEO-7, ground as one considers the  study conducted by the Indian
1960 and 2005. Acc the UNC-  pl, i land manage-  United Nations Environment underlying intent to prevent - School of Business (I5H) and

CD, droughts affect the livelihoods of menllSL.m.mum ion,can  Progr Nairabi) the censorship of right-wing  Cyber Peace revealed that so-
. content that had been affect-  cial media is responsible for
Futureskills survey o by the fuct-checking pro- 77.4% of misinformation cas
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE grammein place eardier, s, with X (61%) and Facebook

- - -
brings good tidings

tis a recognition of the potential of India’s growing

economy that the Q5 (Quacquarelli Symonds) World

Future Skills Index has ranked the country’s jobmarket
assecond only to the US. The survey looked at readiness in
Tuture skills, especially in the areas of Al digital, and green
technologies, This is the first ever survey of the position of
various couniries, with respect o their need and prepar-
edness foremerging technologies. Theindes ranked India
globally in the Future of Work indicator, with a score of
99,1, just behind the United States. It placed the country
25thoverall across fourindicators, idmli]‘yingirasaF‘umm
Skills Contender, The mdlcamrsmclude the ali be-

The ‘whatif’ haunt

Aquestion looms as
T think of the surging
crowds at the Puri temple

SUBHASHINI DINESH
1 the evening of December 31, 1

wasin the temiple rownof Puri in
Odisha. The temple complex is

tween skills and I needs, acad wliness, and
economic transformation. Theassessmentof the futureof
work’,where India is ranked second, has been done largely
Trom the demand side, wllu.]1 neﬂcm. ]l]IJ postings, While
thisindicates they dioto realise it
Onsome parameters, the counn'y‘spcrformanoc is poor,
‘While it gor 100 marks on account of economic capacity, it
scored lowon parameterslike innovation, where G-7 coun-
tries are far ahead and some African countries have fared
better. The report has identified gaps in investment and
innovation capacity which could
slow down long-term growth, It
said that “India's overall *skills fit"
scoreis lower than that of its coun-
terparts in APAC, with a particu-
larly large skills gap in *entrepre-

Indials second
onlytotheUS
inpotential,

neurial and innovative mindset.”  @ITEET T

The APAC (Asia-Pacific) region is ”

known for its skills in these areas  ILLLEGLY

and will pose challenges vo India, —

The report specifically says that

“employers across India are highlighting a critical gap in
the work foree’s ability to meet the demands of a rapidly
changing economic landscape” and that the “shortfall
underscores a broader challenge for India’s higher educa-
tion systemn, whichiis struggling to keep pace with evolving
ﬂnpluyrrnr:r:tl-. ”ﬂ\arn-mlu hmthcnmllm aligning the
country' ical ecucation, with
futureneeds, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has welcomed
the ranking of India as the top job market in the survey, He
said that over the lastdecade, the “government hasworked
on strengthening our youth by equipping them with skills
thatenable them to become self-reliantand create wealth.”
Hebelieves theyhave leveraged the power of technologyto
make India a hub for innovation and enterprise. There is
muchmare tobedone torealise hisclaim. The criticism that
mast of the country’s technical graduates are unemploya-
ble still stands. The country needs to improve the quality
of education to welcome the future knocking on itsdoors,

arather with four imposing
gates named after four animals: Lion,
Elephant, Tiger and Horse, What was
Fascinating was the arrangemenisout-
side the temple precines for the "New
Year season”, A large posse of police
personnel was posted in the temple
complex, withbarricades and bamboo
structures for people to queue up. A
temple source snid there s no concept
of a special darshan ticker. OF course,
like any system, if one has contacts of
anyone inside the temple, it may be
a tad easier for “the Lord to see you™

(as they say). But during this vear-end
season, noone coubkd slip pastthe rising
tiche of policemen to navigate the sex

of devotees inside.

Westood inthe queue, which wasde-
ceptively ﬂlts&.ll‘lllll!.'tllll]l]ll. L\:lmw.dul
corrickn the
main temple, “Weare seven stepsaway
from the Lord," said a fellow-devatee,
even as the war-cry of “Jai Jagannath™
rent the air,

However, the barricaded corridors
ended, and suddenly it was a “free for
all” moment, where one had to jostle
and push past one another to reach
the next set of corrvidors to quewe up.
Onee the quene reached the steps, the
corridor barricades abruptly ended,
and therewas a sudden rush, ltwas the
survival of the firrest, Those who could
jostle well, and fight their way could
climbrthe steps and reach the zone for
darshan. The crowd was suffi =
there were children, and even infants
in this turbulent sea of devotees, Par-
entssuddenly lifted their children onto
their shoulders t prevent them from
being asphyxiaved, Inoticed aman with
his mather, a small, frail lady with a
stoop. “How is she going to manage
this?" [thought.

Aswewere pushedand jostledalong
the seven steps and into the area from
where one could see the deities, peo-
ple had begun pushing and yelling
with more force for that nano second
of darshan, [ really do not know how
many actually managed o see the dei-
ties because what happenedinthearea
was sheer madness.

Thept looking back for that Frail wom-
an, only o see hera few waves later, de
scending from the steps, looking fra-
zled, Just then, a thought crossed my
mind: "What il there is a sudden rush?
How will all of us cope, especially the
old, infirm, and children?”

Aweek later, astampede in Tirupat
clnimed lives. It took me back to thar
evening at the overcrowded Puri tem-
ple; the push, the shove, stamping of
the feet, and people gasping for breath
along the darshan point. The frail wor-
an, the infants and children, pregnant
wornen...all of them quewing up with
hope to see the Lord and not really
ehinking about “what il thae day. But
the “what if” does send a shiver down
my spine today.

Mera introduced s
facr-checking programme in
response 10 widespread et
cism far allowing the prolifer-
ation of fake news
2006 ebections. Theshift teand
reliance on the C

[34%)identified as the leading
platforms for spreading fake
news in India. Meta has previ-
ously come under scruting in

the  India, with allegations from

the Wall Street Journal sug-

Notes system is being llues—
tionwd, as it has failed (o curb
the spread of misinformation
anddisinformarion on X. Com-

gesting that Facebook failed

remove anti-Muslim content,
while the governmentaccused
the plarform of being biased
againgt right-wing content.

mumry\lntusunlmplnﬂmm India, with ks vast and diverse
vadd Eospec l||v vulner-

undu posts. This .lpprunch
contrasts with the now-sus-
pended programme  that
employed independent, certi-
fied third-party fact-checkers
to review and rate content,
While the new maodel claims
o include safeguards 1o pre-
wvent bias, the patential for po-
larising posts and fake news to
slip through or even beampli-
fied by the current algorithm
cannaot be ignored, Given the
critical role social media plat-
forms play in shaping public
discourse, this development

hassgn@umt implications for

able ing.
elections, wu:ll political fake
news accounting for the most
significant share(46%) of mis-
information, as per the above
study. This has also riggered
outbreaks of violence, such
as during the ethnic conflict
in Manipur, where false news
airculated online incrted un-
rest. A mct-checking
Framework will only exacer-
hate existing challenges, from
wotersuppresson totheampli-
ficationofcommunaliensions,

The introduction of the
Community Notes system is
Ie;s cnn.cenuns', mmpnmd o

and Whm;\pp
When platforms shirk their
r bility to moderate

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Fight against fake news must continue

The decision to discontinue fact-checking programmes
on social media platforms like Metais deeply concern-
ing, particularly for a country Hke India, where mis-
information spreads rapidly. Fake news, often fuelled
by WhatsApp forwards, has already caused immense
ities, inciting violence,

and misleading citizens. Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg
recently defended this move 1o stop fact checking,

damage, dividing comn

Riseofsouthernscreen

The article ‘Sereens wrn south: Re-
gional films thrive’ {Jan 19) provides
an insightful view of the Indian film
imdustry’s status. The south is slowly
dominating the position previously
hrldby Bul]:rm)d films. The rrvr
e by

stating that people should be able 1o see for themselves
whar politicians and others are saying. However, this
approach ignores the devastating impact of misinfor-
mation. Fact- dmclnng plays a crucial role in curtlmg

these dangers, en:

ceived by viewers across linguistic
boundaries, Even the heroes and
characters from south and north

TN 40 ity ar

content effectively, the conse-
quenees extend beyond indi-
vidual users and underming
democratic processes. In
response to Meta chief Mark
Zuckerberg's announcement,
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Tork
rcilcr:m:d that regulating

public discourse, Without it, social media plath risk
oming breeding grounds for misinformation.
Sheshgiri Kulkarni, Hubballi

during election campaigns, Thisis
nathing but cormuption at the cost of
wblmlmne;. Ifllmse : profises are

eombao films h mman,
unlike in the past. The financial
crunch faced by southern films has
changed, with producers now opting
for higher budgets.

g

cross-pollination of languages have
contributed o the success of region-
al films. The natural, village-based
content, semi-urban satings, and
palitical dramas have been well-re-

Stop freebies
Itis painful to see political parties
promising numersus frechics

will strug-

h and harmiful con-

hate sp
tent onling is not

todiscontinue
its fact-checking programme.
The fact-check 4
could have remained intact
while the Community Notes:
maodel was being rolled our,
prowiding a more effective
approach 1o combating mis-
information and disinforma-
tion. One potential option for
users is to migrate to alterna-
tive platforms. However, this
seems impractical given the
vas ach and influence n[
social media platf

This view stems from the un-
derstanding that while free
speech isfundamental, itis not
absohute and must be halaneed
aginst other rights, such as
protection from hate speech,

)
1! d k l\lll)uv

gle
like infrastructure improvement.
Thisis already evident in some states
where freebies are in force.

n and access 0

adequate resources. Inaction

undler the guise of free speech

i mp(lrlmllale:ly impacts
Tiserd

by these tech giams. While
Fuckerherg’s actions could be
interpreted as yielding to the
Trump sdmmistration, other
BOVErMENEs must work to
prevent the extension of this
system beyond the US. It is
essential to evaluate the effec:
tiveniess of Community Notes
ACTOSS VArious ]Ill'l-:lll[llilh

VSGaneshan. Bengaluru amplifles

- livisi and creates dd
e aaar v an electorate swayed by false-  misinformation and fake news.
emabi - not RancwriLin ~ will be accepled). hoods rather than informed  (The torirerisa fourth-year
Al letlers must carry Ehe sender's postal debate, The sitwation is wors- o student at Jindal (lobal
aa00ress and phone rumber ened by the authoritys failure  Law Schoof)




DECCANHERALD
Monday
January 20, 2025

B S ARUN

t has happened as anticipated. When

assertive Congress leader T K Shiva-

kumiar was appointed as the Kamata-
ka Praclesh Congress Commiviee (KPCC)
president and Siddaramaiah, an *Ahinda’
leader, was ehosen to lead the 2023 As-
sembly elections campaign, many feared
potential turmedl if the party came to
power. [t did, in a telling fashion, and the
brewing tensions between the two power
centres—Siddaramaiahand DKS—became
evident during the tussle over the chief
ministerial post.

L than bweo years into its tenure, fac-
tionalism in the state government shows
the signs of reaching a clima. A glimpse
of it was played out in Bengaluru over
the lase two weeks, forcing the party high
command to intervene, However, this did
litthe to-case tensions as d emands for power
sharing and calls to replace DKS as KPCC
chiefgained momentum.

The erux of the discord is the power
transferissue—the unofficial understand-
ing that DKS would be the CM after Sid-
daramaiahcom pletes 30 months inoffice
in December 2025, However, there is no
clarity over this—whether there was an
agreement at the time of making Siddar-
amakah the CM or not. For leamfu Isseﬁ
inginte wipwar, the hi

PANORAMA
Congress power struggle threatens governance in Karnataka

Kharge two holds more than one post-
he is also Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha.

For now, Siddaramaiah appears 1o
be on a strong wicket, The second-time
CM enjoys strong sannrl ﬂnnl ﬁhlnm
(Kannac
mld lkﬂus}Ml.ﬂa.aswellasm[.mg.um

If po

Siddaramainh and DKS have maintuined
sibence on this Esue.

In an indirect move against DKS, party
menmbers have also called for implement-
ing the Udaipur resolution of the ‘one
person, one post” formula, DKS currently
wears many hats: KPCC president, dep-
ury CM, water resources minister, and
Bengaluru development minister. Relin-
quishing the party chief position will lesve
i wealeer: DKS and the high command,
which has a soft corner for him, know
this wedl. If the party leadership takes this
up, questions will arise regarding the par-
ty'smational president himsell! Mallikarjun

m;;lsmnctur.‘jlddammn.mhls likely et
the terms,

Themostwocal criticsof DES areall sen-
or ministers who belong to the Scheduled
Casteand Scheduled Tribe groups: G Para-
meshwaraand HC Mdmjevappa and KN
Rajannaand Satish .Tar]-uh =
Jourlei ol fi
Be]:l,g;:ﬂrl.receml)‘hmmd admner:m'e'nd—
ed by Siddaramainh and other Congress
MLAs. The group is seething with anger
that DKS prevailed on the high command
tostopa dinner meeting of Dalit leaders o
behostedd by Parameshwara. eveng|

regards the Vokkaliga strongman, he was
wpset asthe CM o attended the Jarkiholi
dinner. Thedinner fuelled reports of fresh
effors welip DEKSY wings.

Sicldaramaiah has already hinted at re-
tirementand said he will nocbe in electoral
palitics henceforth. Henee, his followers
are imvolved in cementing theirown places
in the party and are looking to emerge as
leaders in their own right. Also, the CM's
confidants are snid w be of the view that
the power that the Dalits-backwards have
secured should not be squandered allow-
ing a member from a forwand community
o grab it As for DES, he is completely de-
pendent on the high command—in ather
words, Sonia and Rahul Gandhi—to be
made CM.

Historical precedents in Congress sug-
et that power struggles within the porty
arenothing new, Inthe 19905, power shift-
ed from Lingayat leader Veerendra Patil

ingifthe highcommandwas " anthDaki As

S B backward
communities, and kater to M Veerappa

Despite decades of mutual suspicion between the two countries, departing US ambassador
to India Eric Garcetti sees little that might threaten a currently strong relationship

MUJIE MASHAL

ver the past year, a pair of
legal bombshells have put
India's growing relationship
withthe United States oone
afitsbiggest testsyet. Justas
mcmwcsmrcu.nnmmc
ingunpreced defense
and technology ties, US prosecutors ac-
cused Indian government agents of plot-
ring to assassinace a S cirizen on US soil.

Maonths later, the Justice Departrent
filed fraud and bribery charges against
India's most prominent business mogul,
whise enterprises have soared to dizzy-
ing heightson the back of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's power,

Seill, the relationship has held, After
decades of mutual suspicion between the
wo countries, sakd Eric Garcer, the de-
parting US ambassacor to India, the fact
that now nothing seems o derail their ties
s proof of their strength.

“Idon'tthink thereis anything outthere
big encugh to threaten the trajectory of
the Us-India relations.” Garcetti said on
Jamuary 18 in aninterview atthe embassy
in New Delhi, two days before President
Joe Biden leaves office and Donald Trump
issworn in as hissuceessor.

“This is incredibly resilient and almost
inevitable,"Garcemadded. “It'sreally the
paceand the progress thats notimevitable,
like how quickly we get there.”

The Biden administration's doubling
dhown on the relationship with Indiacame
after nearly two decades of efforts o shed
Cald War-era suspicions that had eulmi-
nated with USsanctions on India’s nuclear
programmein 1398,

Washington sees great potential in In-
dia as a geopolitical counterweight to an
increasingly assertive China. Already the
worldslargestdemocracy, India took over
Froan China as the world’s most populous
mation in 2023 Tndia’s demographic ad-
vantages and growing technological ca-
pacity could help diversify global supply
chaing away From China, & priority of the
Unired Statesand other major powers,

Now comes Trump's second presiden-
cy, with its America-first orientation and
threatsofsteep tariffs on trading partners,
While leaders of many countries are un-
nerved, Indian officialsinsist thatthey are
notamong them.

S Jalshankar, the forelgn minister, has
said India enjoyed *a positive political re-
latienship with Trump” that it hopes will
aonly deepen. As he arrended the opening
u‘a UEr(Ams\llun.'mJnnunn 17in l‘ht. n:!:h

assn\'mgﬂ'mt[hc T Ri——
coming “the hesitations ol history.”
Modi has enjoyeda strong rapportwith
Trump,an important factor becauseolthe
incoming presidents personal approach
tointernational relations. During Tramp's
firstierm, Modi hosted himaragrand rally
in his home state, Gujarat, as m:l] asata
lar heringin Texasof the di
pora—an increasingly crucial extension of
the Indian influence in American politics,
But some analysts cautioned that
Trump's unpredictability and transac-
vional approach could pose risks for India,
Twir issuss in particular are bound to
testtherelatonship, and maost likely soon.
Druring the cnmp:ugn Trump eriticised
India as gaining an unfair advantage in
trade by maintaining high tariffs. And In-
diacould be sweptup in the controversyif
Trummip follows through o his promise of
massdeportationsof illegal immigrants,

imanmllmmd PrimeMinister Narendra Modi and then US President Donald Trump |

of anofficial

wisit by Trump in February, 2020, ALEHOTOMNYT

Trump’sreturn has unnerved
world leaders. Butnot India

Indians make upthe third-largest group
ofillegalimmigrantsin the United States,
necording to the Pew Research Centre. IF
Trump sends large numbers of Indians
bck 1o their home counery, it could be a
majorembarrassment for Modi,

Amita Barra, a New Delhi-based econ-
omist and trade expert, said that India
should see warning signs in nump‘smrenl
of higher tariffs even agninst Amcn
traditional allies, as well as hi:

Reeves, who had come (o perform at the
Piano Man Juzz Club in New Delhi.

Bt by the time Garcetti tried his hand
at dancing o a viral Bollywood mune at a
Diwali celebragion, relations between the
rwo couneries had hitmajor obstacles,

IinIndia, right-wing trolls had setzed on
the US allegations of Indian government
involvement in a plot to assassinate a US
citizen advocating ayw‘;a,élﬂ cause in

imgness to unravel deals with countries
like: Mexico and Canada that his own first
adminiseration had putin place,

You may say weare omgreat termswith
Trump, we have an easy relation with the
U5, but how Trumpviews that ata partios-
lartime ia different question altogether,
Batrasaid atan eventatche Centre for So-
cialund Economic Progressim New Delhi.
“India haswbe very cautiously approach-
ing Trump2.07

Dring the interview, Garceuti de-
seribed the bilateral I‘E|HII<I'I.‘||'IID as “the

India. That.alo dictment
of Gautam Adani, the business mogul, was
evidencethatl nited] States wasirying

o dampen [ndia’s inevitable rise, the na-
tionalist online voices argued

The Biden administration appeared
intent an addressing the assassination
episode quietly with New Dielhi, demand-
ing accountability without allowing it to
becomea major diplomatic sore point.

“On Capitol Hill, within the White
Hsuise, T thiink with rhmmtl\ckmm-tw&
a real moment of reflection and paus::
Ga ..‘I:If h ion case, "It

most compelling, chall
quential” for both countries.

A former Democratic mayor of Los
Angeles, Gareetti arrived in New Delhi
in April 2023, after the mission had re-
mained without an ambassador for two
years. His confirmation process had hit
a wall over accusations that he had over-
looked complaines of sexual harassment
by an aide when he was mayor.

Hemade up for therime bstwith a burst
ofenengy and outreach like thatof a politi-
clanineampadgn imode,

He was everywhere, from cricket
grounds to cafeterias to cultural pro-
grammes, Sporting a leather jacket, he
even got behind the piane to open for
Jazzlegends Herbie Hancock and Dianne

didn't pavse the mome

relations between countries are alwnys
multifaceted and simultaneous and not
Jjust between governments, But [ think it
was an immediate gut cheek.”

Garcetti said that the Biden adminis-
wration had been reassured by India's re-
spomse. New Delhi had accepted the 1S
demand, hesaid, “noxjust for accountabil-
ity bt for systemic reformand guarantees
that this wall never happen again.”

An Indian government inquiry that
coneluded last week recommended legal
action against an unnamed person with

“earlier criminallinks.” It said that the ac-
tion “rmust be completedexpeditiously”in
what analysts saw as an attempi o
the Trumpera witha clean slate,

“Ifwe want to cooperate in other areas
1hau:m, |m|>a| LA L0 LS, ||1|dl|gc1|c:d\m\-

said. “But T've been pretty blown
awiy with how trust can deepen through
achallenge.”

Umquestiun howering over the deep-
tﬂlmﬂt‘s between the two countries is

er India can truly emerge as an al-
ternative to Chinain global supply chains
—something that Garcetii alsowondered,

India has reaped only a smart part of
the windfall from the moves away from
China, with businesses preferring places
like Viemam, Taiwan and Mexico, where
itis easier to setup operations and where
tariffs are lower,

Gareeni said India had made dramatic
leaps after opening up its cconomy only
in the 19905, years afver China, He picked
i his iPhone to illustrate & widely high-
lighted recent success: About 15% of iP-
hone manufacturing now happens in In-
i, a figure that could continue growing
rapidly, he said.

More broadly, thowgh, India still strug-
glestwattract foreign investment, despite
improvementsin i tureandsome
strenmlining of regulations, Manufactur-
isnot growingquickly enough wobring
dia the jobs it desperately needs.
"Where India’s leaving alotof progress.
andd jobs and growth on the table is Agur-
Ing our a berter way 1o make it seamless
and frictionless toinvest here for export,”
Garcetti said. “Becauseit's still, you know,
for s0 many components of manufac-
turing, one of, if not the, highest tariffed
coonomics.”

“They're not wrong 1o ook and say it
used tohe 85% worse,” Garcert sald,
The New York Times

Moily, another backward, im 1992 Also, it
ismot that the one with the backing of the
majority of MLAs will get 1o be the CM,
In 1590, K H Pail (father of current min-
ister H K Paril) was said i enjoy majority
support of Congress MLASs, but the high
command favoured Bangarappa, When he
wias removed, itwis S M Krishia, who had
majority support, but the high cnmmand
favoured Maaly, But in 2023, it o

to honour an open agreement to transfer
power o BS Yediyurappa in 2007,

Thehigh command is wary of removing
Siddaramainh due to his strong Alinda
backing. Forcibly replacing him with DKS
risks alienating Dalit and backward-class
voters, akin to how Lingayats turned
ajraimst the Congress in 1990 after Veeren-
dra Patil was unceremoniously removed as
CM. The Lingayatwotes latershifted to the

amaiah,a hkamelmmyulmmw
support, and DKS knew it well. But DES
alsoknew ifhe bargained hard, he may get
what he wanted later, Parameshwara and
Jarkibuoli have realised this oa.

The party's and the state'srecord with the
power-sharing formala is also poor, In Ra-
Jjasthanand Chharrisgarhin 2023, promises
tohand overthechief ministerial positionto
Sachin Pilot and TS Singhdeo, respectively,
werenever fulfilledas the then CMs, Ashok
Gehlot and Bhupesh Bhagel, respectively,
refused to vacate the chair. Similarly, in
Karnataka, H D Kumaraswamy refused

BIE. So, the leadership fwvours a smooth
transfer of power,

Amid intensifying infighting, govern-
ance in Karnataka has suffered. Frequent
disewssions about power transfer, [actional
meetings, and corruption allegations—in-
cluding the alleged MUDA scam—amang
atherissues bawe shifted the government’s
artention avway from administration. It is
time the Siddoramainh dispensation and
the party put petty politics aside and fo-
cused on getting the administration back
ontrack,

(The writer isa sendor fournalfst)

Multimodal AlL: The
nexttech frontier

PRASAD KALE

ile many argue that

‘;\l‘ artificial intelligence
podes significant chal-

lenges to the job market, it has
also set the stage for the nest

text, assess anomalies through
wvisual cues like photos, and pro-
vide speech-based instructions
in over 204 regional languag-
es—creating inclusive, effective
solutions.
Mlltmmdn].v\[hnslmxsf(mn

technological lution. A key

development in this domai

mutimindal AL which represents

a significant beap l‘trw&rd This
area of Al

ative Hustries:
= Healthcare: [megranes pa-
tiemt records, diagnosticimages,
and real-time h:-ahhammtup

text, sound, images, and sen-
sory information to give users
a more engaging and dymamic
experience. Multimodal Al out-
performs single-maode systems
Iy merging many data streams,
providingunmarched contextual
comprehension and acouracy,
The global adoption of Al s
evalving rapidly, and while India
is establishing itselfl as a leader
in this space, there is scope for
further progress. Withis robust
ecosystem of talent, innovation,
and policy support, India is well
positioned tshape the future of
mulimodal Al on a global seale.
Tnclia's Alindustry is poised for
expanential growth, with pro-
Jections: ing a compound

portdociorsin
decisions.

= Education: Enables adaptive
learning experiences in vi
classrooms by combining text,
audio, and video inputs,

= Entertainment: Facilitates
Al-generated scripts, visuals,
and soundtracks, creatin o
mersive narracives and trans-
forming the film and gaming
industries.

= Retail: Powers virtual try-
ons, personalised shopping
experiences, and augmented
realiny-based solutions o rede-
fine consumer engagement.

= Agriculure: Combi
lite imagery, weather da;
un-gmuml sensors to d|.|l.\‘L“J'

annual growth rate (CAGR) af
over 20% in the coming years.
This growth is driven by a com-
bination of factors, including
government policies promoting
Al adoption, a thriving startup
ecosystem innovating in deep
rech, andestablished tech giants
scaling Al-driven solutions.
Generative Al (GenAl) has
been a key growth driver, en-
abling creative applications
that were once unimaginable.
According 0 a recent study by
Pearson, GenAl abonecould save
the Indian workforee over S1mil-

farming. :

From personalised kearning to
precision farming, multimodal
Al will reshape how industries
opersite, offering solitions that
are smarter, faster, and more
inclusive,

Despiteits promises, adopring
misleimsockal Alin Indin facessp-
nificant challenges. High com-
putational costs, limited secess
toquality datasets, and concerns
overdata privacy and security re-
main key barriers, Ethical con-
siderations. such as addressing
biases and preventing misuse,

liom hoursa weelk b T3
routine tasks, However, its po-
tential extends far beyond time

alsorequirep

Government policies and
public-private parmerships will
be i lin i

savings. When biived with
multimodal capabilities, GenAl
becomes a iransformative tool
acrossindustries.

As digital interactions grow
mare complex, the limitations
of single-mode Al systems are
becoming evident. Text-only
chatboes often fall to grasp in-
tricate human queries, while
specchrbased systems struggle
with eontextual understanding.
Multimodal Al addresses these
shortcomings by invegrating di-
wersedara pypes.

Multimodal systems eon-
tribute to enhanced accuracy
by cross-referencing data frem
various modes, delivering more
accurate responses and a deep-
crumdmmnnlnu of userintent.

alsoofferenri user ex:

these hurdles. Initiatives such
as Indin’s National Al Strategy
(NITT Aayog) and the establish-
ment of Al research hubs are
promising steps. Collaboration
among academia, indusery, and
government is crucial for foster-
ing innevation and ensuring eq-
access toAltechnologies.

Indlia’s growing Al ecosystem
is ara pivotal juncture. The rise
of multimodal Al represents
vechnological advancement and
ashiftin how machines interact
mm hnmans Asthe global midi-
Allandscapeevohes, India

Ilasan oppartunity to lead by i ur

challenges such.as infrastructure
and skill development. By doing

periencesserossdi
|ium—lmu|virtualdm§irmm.-im
immersive reail environments,
In a country as diverse as
India, multimodal Al can sig-
nificantly bridge linguistic, cul-
tural, and technological gaps.
For example, a healtheare app
powvered by nvultimodal Alcould
analyse apatient’s symptomsvia

s0, multimaodal Al can become
a cornerstone of India’s digital
furnre—one that is inclusive, im-
pactful, and globally influential.
Tt has the potential empuv-er
India's diverse
driving equitnble growth.
(Thewriveris thefounder ofan
Tnlian AT plagform thar wnifies
maltiple Al rools)

DUR PAGES £t OF HISTORY

50 VEARS AGO: JANUARY 1975
Indo-Iragi expert panels
formed

Baghdad, January 19

Prime Minister Indira Ganchi and Iraqi
Vice President Saddam Hussain will e

marrow whien they will hive before them
reports of two expert committees. The
committess were constitted atoday's
meeting. External Allairs Secrerary Kewal
Singh heads the commitoee on bilateral
ectmenic relations while the Joint Secre-
wary for West Asia, Mr. Bhusani, beads the

25 YEARS AGD: JANUARY 2000
Govt toserap Trai

Hiw Delhi, Jan 19

I e i b el o derviees
consumer-friendly, the government coday
decided to recomstinare the Telecom
Regulstory Authority of India (Trag) and
o setup aquesi-judicial tribunal o resolve
disputes anmong Beersees and Hoensors.
The Union Cabinet agies meeting tnizht
decided to promulgate anordinanee 1o
thiseffect. Parliamentary Affairs Minisrer
Mahagan Pramod told said all recommien-

diations of the new quiasi-jud icial body

venuahd ¥

away, Iwas 19 then,

the father's role when it was my
brogher’s turn,

inthe sameancestral house. Thad to
bethere for his final journey. Hewas
there for us when our father passed

He accompanied my 17-year-old
brother o Haridwar, held the young
lad’s hand when hedid Appa’s last
rites. He did my kanvadaan when 1

ot married and befirtingly, played

Despite the onset of Parkinson's,

DOASIS | CHITRAIYER

The essence of pilgrimage

'y Periappa had passed away. e travelled by train all alone and
He was my father's firstcousin, - came all the way 1o bless my son on
Theyhad grown uptogether his Upanayanam. | had togoto pay

my last respects.

As our father lay semi-co-
matose in the hospital, his
distraught family did the
best they could, No time
for any emotions, we ook
care of him, Fetching moed-
icines the doctors ordered,
maoving him from one ward
to the other, getting different

tests done, all :howhlle:mng to take

care of o

Eachone of us seemed to be on his
own, irying to-cope. It was drain-
ingz, meneally and physically.

We were exhausted, dazed and
numb as his mortal remaing
lay in front of us, trying hard

o miake sense of what had

happened. We didn't get

achance to bid a proper
goadbye to him. And it ook
awhile to process it and move
on, Though Periappa was not
physically present with us all the
time, it was assuring 1o know some-
one had our backs.

A 4

MNow with his passing away, it felt as
if we had lost a parent all over again,
My husband and | drove from Delhi to
Haridwar to pay obeisance to the de-

artedsoul, And when [eouched his

t one last time, | silently wished,

“So lomg Periapy
whien you meet him that his family is
doing just fine.” Itwas a rite of pas-
sage that helped me get the closure T
had been seeking all this while.

Thar's the essence of a pilgrimage,
miy brother remarked. Any pilgrim-
age requires you to putin some effort.
And vou made that effort.

please tell Appa
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Government pay hikes:
Fiscal prudenceplease

The 8th Pay Commission is befng set up to revise the salaries of an already-privifeged class

af emplovees. Undess kept modest, pay hifes are sure to kit the government s finances hard

he government'sdecision to set up
ay Commission for salary
vision is hard to reconcile with its

oft-vocalized st

fiscal prudence, Agreed, the period

afthe7ih 1 m, which
came into effect in 2016, will end in 2026, So
there was a case forsetting up anew one, Also,
acting a year inadvance will give the Centre
sufficient time to consider its recommenda-
tions, But the timing of the announcement,
just three weeks before Assembly pollsin
Delhi, where India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party is trying to dislodge the Aam Aadmi
Party from power, suggests mpi to win
brawmie points with the electorate, Delhi
houses many central employees and even the
te government's stall can expect pay
intandem with theirs. What is far from ¢
whether these salaries should be raised at all
and if the public excheguer can afford to bear
the burden of this largesse.

Take these one by one, Isthere really a case
for another Pay Commission? No, according to
economist and former chiel statistician of India,
T.CA Anant. Inan op-ed for Mint, he recently
pointed out that the typical entry-level wage in
government is much higher than at acompara-
blelevel inthe private sector, As he put it, acase
could well be made that *most government

ards to al
they might reasonably have expected when

gn their standard of living with what

W joined government service
perks like free or subsidized ac
care, job security and pension—ey
New Pension Scheme, government employees
have an edge over thelr private-sector counter-
parts—and the case for a wage hike gets even

weaker. This is not to say that salary structures

sral should not be reviewed periodically,
feconomic advisor V, Anantha Nages-

1 hasargued, bigger private sector pay
chegues would stoke demand and aid the econ-
omy. The same could be said of all remunera-
tion in India, But why should sarkari salaries
mechanically be raised, rather than rationa
fzedd, every dec ade without a comprehensive
review of productivity levels? Also, why should
positions, once created, continue in plrr|u=lull} ?
Pay scales ought to go by market principles
One way would be to trace what econom
an‘indifference curve’ between pri
and public employment that takes dif
in perks and work pressure into account,

At the macro level, large jumps ingovern-
ment pay could play havoe with its finances,
forcing budget cuthacks on essential develop-
menial needs that cater to all Indians, rather
than just privileged government employees.
Especially since public sector units and state
governments usually follow suit. According to a
study by the Institute of Economic Growth for
th Finance Commission, “There isa posi-
nd significant impact of salary and pen-

central gov
observed for states where the sa
Is found to be positive
ated with the fiscal deficit.”
committed to al deficit of less than 4.

ry/GGDP ratio
santly associ-

Since the Cenireis

vof

s
G in 2025-26, down from the 4.9% budgeted

for the current fisc and plans to keep that
gapsmall enough for its debt burden to decline
asaproportion of GDF from 2026-27 onwards,
there is no space for extravagance, The Sth Pay

Commission should bear that in mind and keep
its salary increases modest.

My
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Trump and the threat to global
trade: Much ado about nothing?

His past moves won little success even as key changes since ave made world trade lesy

Wt

MANO) PANT

& Dnalel Trumpgs prepares tobe
sworn Inas US president on 20

January, an |ssue uppermost on

the minds of policymakers around the

wisrlil I8 low o respond o his policies,
lateralism de

What will his declared v
1oy wowrld trade? I he carsies out his
threats ;km Teularly piy-@-vis Al

will we be back o the

o tan Twars

1 e

wirld trace shrank dy

iy

e 1k Dnalia 1)

a Bnctor in thelr purssiit of ligh

ecnnmnic growth—aof T%or more?
| il

5 visiting professor, Shiv Madar University

ioof the 1030s, when

s wiorld tradse

nmigratbon o ||1|'||-'| 15

across s border. Success here too was

IImm-d though” l‘rumplmu,hllh.q 2024
LI} ALl 1l

and then the 2020 election |

Some Trump policies were endorsed
Ty Josix Esleben as presicdent, such as pro-
riffs on ltems like steel and alu-

the Blden admindstration’s rarifs that
are set to expdre n 2025,

The Last time, most ol Trump's
threats were BlufTamd bluste
arch Foes like Ch hes
snftened orsuspended haps
rvesponse to the Iﬂlllht}\hulklll Ve
s LS consumers. Yet, Tromp cam-
ptlgrvedd can the same measures h
propesed fsu feer annel Fooiamd
largely inefMective iu:l ers tend
o hiave shart memorle
Second, and even more lmportantly,

1l | change in
it few decades.
pi e As

world trace I8 likely o 1.In Farase v irade bs concerned,

addition, godng by § this fear ls overhlown. Forone, aceord-
unlikely Trumyp will sucoee (I Inhis g o el From Woorld Trade Monitor,
tarlfTthreats. In MI"Z thel in world imports

Consider the last issue first 1t isoften
Tl

Forgodten that Trump's
authority bsgiven by thel

ONETesS,

While it L\l“h iyt h.s[ the new Congress
vl

Congress has voted against Tromp's

war th o unbeashed (n his st
term achleved very litde, Conslder his
well-publicteed tariTwarwith China

More importantly, the tand

s fromabout 200%
iher, as beauti fully
wriefing of the -
hased Global Trade Abert, In 2022, ulll}
a few conntries hivd a dependence on
LIS-howned expaors er than ihelr
overall export dependence. Iboth
numbers are high fora country, it would
Indicate that ; lmu-(l]l'\m.srlnqwmuﬂ
severely lmpact it ke
Cambodia and Nicar;

wdnerabie

LR ln[l‘u Interestingly,
Cl ave ol In addi-
wls

e (02

oW ot nﬂlu-u dunn-n(l.q-nn-un the
U8 market and Trump may aciually
encourage greater interdependence of
the non-LIS world, Canwe have a World
Trale Organization without the US*
The bdea s not entively unrealistic, ai
Beast for merchandise tracke,
Third, It Is in services trade
i is still dominant, How will that
‘.\wl-l o equation of bal-

the

alan un[ll.s[h- in goods and services,

adjusted for net factor income from

irade balanoe lmproy ut[llu-lu (e
ariils), then, sobong as long-term G-
ment and savings

m.4|nr« Pvice EX ot r\lullu l
Three countries come o min
Switzerland and Indis, While
disruption is kel
e ulll e change dr
M

¥
at Inclia boses in goods
weiell b il up by g
SETViCe exports,
What Trump is likely to achlieve
end of mulilateralism, In global trade,

& in

ramip’s dispos ton may
e o both ithe West
A conflicts
perpetuated by multilace
ment, The bdggest boss will
change negotiatbons, which
succeed without multilateralism,
fully, US elvil society will show Tramp's
administeation the error of s way:

10 PCARS 460

I_:JESE a !!UE!E—I

As we learned after
President Herbert Hoover
signed the Smoot-Hawley

tariff at the outset of the
Great Depression, vibrant
international trade is a key
componeant to economic

reco

L

isare

;hindering trade
ipe for disaster.

ASA HUTCHINSON I
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What protects us from being stabbed in our own homes?

MANU JOSEPH

All Kb
intruder iy
Bamclea flat, what does it say
an thase whom we loy
attack, thevewasa faml
hspital wher

I8 & joumnaksr, novelist, and the
creator of the Netflix series,
‘Decoupled'

secure build

salways, it ks about s, N m star Saif
in be stabibed by
hls home, that oo in a

! Hours after the
sdgghit ol the
e wis recovering, His fam-
ily and friends emerged from cars, There

clal, and with no glow. This Indla
protects India's elite from o

1i Khan, many of us live in
s, with cameras that proda-
baly work and guards n fancy-
ary costumes, They doprotect us, but our
primary protection, the thing tha Jy
15 us, I8 something else, something

and the afThser: i s in safie from criminal
clanger, You could end wp dead oo the road
b of Ingllan resacl design or how Indi-
ansdrive, or lose your B tolax enforcement
el safiely predocels in badldings, but the mid-
dle and rieh do not wsually need o
wonry absout eriminals. Insome aspec lxm-
n | aresafe not only comp
O Cour Al
Tt silsan i e,
that i becase ofan Indian quality
exactly nobde, wh It ks,
Tnncia s rdch live ina way thia o rlsky
than they would lke o accept. We depend
o people rather than systems, Home secu-
ity hieve b5 moee cheap lahour onstools than
hard tech, Also, we are served by a whale lit-

il o safety

theirown live
thelr swn acquaintances with whom they
pirahably clisouss us, Amd a podice verifics |1|u|'|
can he procured for EA00, Even ifthe ho
hedp isofsterling character, we have no ldes
about her hoydelend
b mvet on [nstagram. Yer, we are
face more dangers from
Trdien's prowr. Anel [ sam
i, we are aware of o force that protectsus

dress paramil-

protects s, to the extent it
Tt all there is
thing woerse than poverty, it s an Ind
andd 1o b cavght inothe Indlan judicd
tem o criminal

et
ctivity, s adeadly deter-

T, had b ger, of minors whe are shot
pra Mlourished I“dla extracts a dead by the police, and
whien they gamed the judi- sochety s not interested in
1 system, Professional Very high prlce Investigating the clreum-
wyers would get them frﬂm those who stances that led w their
bail, Even if they were roLnie
Jailest they wouldnunthelr — yurt its rich and What [ annot do
aperations from inslde, So, with eompi egal sys-
a section of the ;lullu middle class tems, it accomplishes in
but this shield
extortbon ended In Mnm- could weaken  security

Tl because of a suspension

of Tivman righis for thise

the cops marked as criminals, Tt was gener-
nd greatly encouraged by
I people, The daughier of a busi-
nessrman who was ance §

underworld and whe
ey in ransom for his 1 told me

her vehement joy at the ellmination of the

angsters and how much she desplsed Alms
that ghorifed thierr
The same brutality, or is potential, ralses
Is. st in cities,

buteven indangerous places, there apgears
ek a L that criminaksshoubd not cross for
they would be eliminated if they did. Now
amad then, we hear ol rapisis

Inchsding clean official sys-
s il even technobogi-
are ratlonal, They are
ratlonal crim

e who are not ratio might be

ntally dissurbed, gl be desper-
ated g adedicts whodonod think rationally.
OHften, the gy who manages to breach secu-

wity and walk | nillding does &0 in the
sl {rration. T ust walles fn. Most of
adonal criminals get caught, but
Tittle consequenee o the victims.
Even n this regard, Indin’s roughness
prcdecta the wpper class. Dnelan He s a nacu-
ral filtering provess, People who aredanger-
s, esgeeclally i they are poor, o
vive ton leng, They kil
il soon afterthey beosme
they just die
Comp
United &
TOPE TP e
A few weeks i
York subw

another ontothe subway plath
though these things cannot happen here,
bt for a nation of this skze, Indian ¢
appear toowliness Far less mindbess crime

Bt Dwonsder ow long Indlan cites can
maintaln thelr relative safety in achanging
wir
the poorand the unhscky and the dangerous
among them ean survive far longer than
before, And India will find it hard 1o be as
brutal as before in those unseen rooms
where parallel justice Is dealt,
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Anuncertain world
India needs to improve its growth potential

here is considerable anxiety around the world regarding economic out-

«comes this year, Much will depend on policy shifts in the United States as

Donald Trump begins his second term as President. Both the Intermational

Monetary Fund (IMF} and the World Bank released their economic
assessments last week, signalling uncertainty, but they extend beyond the policy
changes in the US. Both multilateral institutions expect global growth to be steady
during the year, though projections differ. The IMF expects the world economy to
gronw at 3.3 per cent in 2025, while the World Bank expects the growth rate to be 27
per cent. Howewer, a5 the IMF has been highlighting in its assessments, the growth
rate will be lower than the average of the first two decades of this century.

Further, the World Bank's medium-term assessment, particularly that of
emerging markets and developing economies {(EMDEs), presents a more sobering
picture and should worry policymakers. The report notes that EMDEs, which
drive 60 per cent of global growth, are entering the second quarter of the 21st
century with per capita income on a trajectory that will lead to a slower catchup
with the developed economies as against earlier estimates. Slower global growth
over the medium term will have a bearing on growth outcomes in India, The
Indian econormy, according to the first advance estimate of the National Statistics
Office, will grow at 6.4 per cent this financial year, a significant deceleration
from the growth rate of 8.2 per cent achieved last financial year. Economists
have argued that the Indian economy has returned to its trend growth after a
sharp recovery from the pandemic-induced disruption. Thus, the policy focus
will need to be on increasing the medium-term growth potential,

Although the medium-term growth outlook poses challenges, there are
significant risks in the near term as well, As the IMF has pointed out: "An intensi-
fication of protectionist policies. .. in the form of a new wave of tariffs, could exac-
erbate trade tensions, lower investment, reduce market efficiency, distort trade
flows, and agam disrupt supply chams Consequently, growth could suffer in
both the d near term. Pro ist policies in the US, along with loose
fiscal policy, as expected from the Trump administration, could lift the US growth
rate in the near term. However, Large fiscal- and monetary-policy adjustments as
aresult could significantly impact global fund fows and the strength of the dollar,
An adjustment in the US Federal Reserve's projections reflecting a slower pace of
rate cuts has pushed up bond yields worldwide, Although not many are talking
about a reversal in the Fed's stance, a sharp increase in US tarniffs along with loose
fiscal policy could potentially force the Fed to reevaluate its position. Any possibility
of rate increases could lead to significant volatility in the global financial market.

The challenge for policymakers in India is to protect financial stability and
find ways to increase growth potential at a time when global growth is likely to
b below trend. The currency-market movements have been in focus over the
past few months and are being widely debated, including on these pages. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), for instance, spent $20 billion in November to
support the rupee, As things stand, there could be continued pressure on the
currency because of policy action in the US. The REI must allow the currency to
depreciate and only intervene to smooth the process. A fairly valued rupee will
help India deal with near- to medium-term external growth headwinds,

Space ambitions

Isro enhances its technical capabilities

he Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) recently checked another
ey item off the long list of technological capabilities it needs to develop
to further India's space ambitions. The SpaDEx, or the space-docking
experimental mission, successfully docked two satellites in space,
managed the transfer of electrical power from one to another, and manoewvred
the combined vehicle as one object. After undocking (which is equally important)
the twosatellites will operate as separate units again. The two satellites, "Tanget”™
and "Chaser”, weighing around 220 kg each, were launched into slightly different
orbits at the same time. They were then brought closer and closer together in
space, and finally docked after a couple of abortive attempts. The transfer of
electrical power was accomplished without any apparent glitches.
Most of the equipment for docking, including the docking/undocking
mechanisms, laser range finders, sensors, power systems, and communications

ILLUSTRATION: ALEYA MOHANTY
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New restrictions on
Al chipsinto India

That, however, does not harm the country’s growth

he United States (US) has proposed a group of
restrictions on exporing top end Al (artificial
intelligance) chips, Al chips are being treated,
by the US government, as defence eguipment and

Indian growth agenda requires nurturing this field,

and getting that hoped-for additional £341 billion of

exports per year over a decade.
whatdnsmlsemall’m hear, the Indian services

many &l of defence are being
brought into this space. The use of these chips in Indla
faces new restrictions as compared with before.
Exporting software and software-
enabled sarvices is central to Indian
growth, From an Indian economic-
strategy viewpolnt, however, the new
restrictions do not make an important
difference. The path to doubling ser-
wlces exports in the next decade
remains fully available. The new emvi-

ronment dioes have some |ntmsﬂng

lications for: nndia,

‘The one successful plece of the
Indian economy s exports of 1T
{information technology) and IT-
enabled services. From 2017-18 to
023-24, merchandise exports grew
at 28 per cent per year In inflation-indexed dollars
idoubling every quarter century). IT services exports
grew ar 917 per cent real (doubling every 7.5 vears)
and "other business services” at 1186 per cent real
idoubling every 5.8 vears), Services exports were $341
hillion in 2023-24. The present growth rates sugmess
adoubling in & decade!

‘These facts are central to the Indlan growth strar-
egy. Merchandise exports have not worked, and we
should wonder what the far-reaching changes are,
which would enable them to stant growing well. Bux
growth in services exports has been strong. The

SNAKES &

AJAY SHAH

] kzdoing alobal firms headgquar-
tered in places ke the US, the Undted Kingdom, Japan,
Germany, and France. This Is done parnly through
global capability centres (forelgn
direct investment in India) and partly
through arm's-length coneracts with
Jndlsnser\lneg finma, The puzzle of

palicyistok thil

englne rring.
The U% restrictions are part of
global tech wars 1 mobal-

OPINION 9

prosperity in a poor country, and not on pride.

For an analogy, look back at how Indian software
services exports got to $163 billion/year In 30 years,
‘This was done with a negligible role of India in the
development of the hardware (eg Intel central pro-
cessing units, or CPUs), the operating systems (eg
Unix) or foundational software (eg databases), which
were all done in the West. India got positive external-
Ities from the array of technologles devel oped abroad,
from the transistor to Unix to the Internat. Western
firms supplied the technologies (while navigating
export controls in the US), the capital, and the markess.
for the Indlan services export revolution, The Indian
snwte contributed deregulation (eg telecom and capital
flows) and fostered high end knowledge in India. Mo
CPUs were given to firms by the povernment. These
weays will work for the next doubling.

Turning away from exports, what restrictbons.
will Indian firms face for domestlc Al applications?
‘There are three pathways: () Indian firms can freely
rent sarver capacity from clowd vendors operating
abroad, as before; (k) annual imports per firm, below
1700 Nvidia H100 chips (which cost about £25,000
each), are unregulated, which takes care of the
needs of almaost any end-user firm in India, and ()
Al applications that require “inference” can be done
by cheaper chips like the Nvidia H20, where Indian
purchases are unrestricted,

The restrictions are focused on data centres that
will be wsed for raining Al models — a field where
Indiz Is largely absent. Large data centres are being.
built by domestic players like Tata Communications.
and Larsen & Toubio, along with E2E Networks, Yotta,
Crrls, and Jio. All of them, put together, now face a
limit of LOGUO0O chips per year (golng up t 320,000
In 2027). These are large values compared with pre-
sent usage. For a sense of scale, the single-biggest
computer in the US which isused for nuclearweapon
development has 50,000 chips,

Indian firms that want more than 1,700 chips a
year will require "National Verifled End User”
{"NVEU") authorisation. The American side has been

alarmed by events in India, eg reports of 4 company
in Indln which imported 1100 Mvidia chips from

isation, almed at hindering Ching's
acoess to Al technologies. Theydonot
interfere in growth and success in
Indla in services exports. At heart, a
buyer like JE Morgan has o figure ot
oo i will get its Al data centres hum-
ming, eg in the US. After that, the
Indian genius (empboyees of JF Morgan in India or
employees of Indian flrms Hke Infosys) will connect
into these global systems and do complex and well-
remunezted work.

Some people are excited gbout the Indian global
leadership in Al technology. The fact thar peopla
like Sundar Pichal and Satya Medella are of Indlan
arigin should not make us think thar Indian firms
or Indlan universities are contenders in global Al
innovation. Some of the rhetorie on India’s place in
the Al game Is a bit exaggeraved. We in India should
e foensed on India’s growth strategy, on improving

LADDERS

Treasures in the shallows

hallow waters along Indla's vast coastline of
over 7516 kilometres are bestowed with copi-
ous resources of high-value and multi-utilicy
seawesds, which have a sizable, and steadily grow-
ing, demand in the domestic and export markets,
Unfortunately, only a minuscule fraction of these

systems between the two satellites, were designed and manufactured i
with a large private-sector contribution. Docking and undocking involve leum;
two fast-moving objects, perfectly matching their velocities and couplingfuncou-
pling the pair, While coupled, they need to be controlled as one unit, Uncoupling
s equally important if one or both of the objects is to return to Earth,

Doing it with small objects like these two (approximately the size, shape
and weight of a refrigerator) involves more delicate and accurate calculations.
Doing it with larger objects, like the International Space Station and the rockets
that supply it and transport humans, will involve scaling up to larger, more
robust docking mechanisms. Doing it at great distances involves building higher
autonomy and strong inter-communication systems since there would be a
critical lag in radio signals. Isro has on the anvil multiple missions that involve
these capabilities. Chandrayaan-4, for example, intends to land & vehicle on the
moon to collect samples and return to Earth, while another vehicle continues to
orbit the moon. This will involve multiple docking and undocking manoeuvres,

Building aspace statson like the planned Bharativa Antriksh Station alsoinvolves
docking and undocking — pre-fab modules must be slotted together in space.
Inhabiting that station also imvolves dockingundocking supply rockets that transport
goods and humans, The Gaganazyan mission, which will put humans into orbit,
will also require docking/undocking to safely returmn the gaganauts. Exch of these
missions will require different desipns and more components than this first tech-
nology demonstration and the margins for failure are effectively zero, given that
lives will be at risk, Also, Isro will have to develop a whole mfi load of technologies to
put humans inte space and keep them safe and sane and those are entirely new
domains so far as Isro is concerned. The eventual payodfs from sequiring these
capacities could be substantial. Asof now India’s space economy is worth 38 billion,
or just about 2 per cent of the global market of around $400 billion. This is tiny,
given that it is one of only four nations to possess capabilities like this, and to have
successfully carried out Mars and moon missions. India hopes to push that to around
%45 billion in the next 15 years as the global market grows to around $1 trillion. The
eventual payoffs from space exploration will be much bigger.

bl Is currently being gainfully
exploited. But, thankfully, captive cultivation of sea-
weeds is gradually expanding to cater to the specific
needs of seaweed-utilising Industries in the food-
processing, pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and other
sectors. The Centre and the governments of several
cnastal states, notably those of Tamil
Madu, Gujarat, Maharashira,
Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala, are
incentlvising seaweed farming to
augment seaweed supplies and gen-
erate additional employment and
Income for fishing communities. As
& result. seaweeds are emerging as
lucrative crops for flsh farmers.
Many countries, such as China, \
Indonesia, Korea, the Philippimes,
Japan, Malaysla, Zanzibar, and
Chile, have already made significant
advances in seaweed production SURIMDER SUD
and international rade.

Unlike weeds in crop flelds, which are unwanzed
plants meant to be eliminated, seawead is, by and
Large, naturally cccurring useful squatlc arganisms,
comprising different kinds of algas (green, beown,
and red algae). These are a vital part of the coastal
ecosystem and serve as food and hosts for many
other marine life forms. Being nutrlent-rich entities,
many seaweeds are wsed as ingredients in human
diets and animal feeds, and as blo-fertilisers for
crops. Some of them, which possess therapeutic
traits, are used in nutraceurical, cosmetics, and
pharmaceutical products.

Agar, agarose and carrageenan, Jelly-like sub-

FARM VIEW

seaweeds, are already belng utilised widely as con-
stituents of processed foods, feads, toothpastes, and
skincare products. Agar, derlved from red algae, Is
awell-known derivative of seaweed that is common-
Iy used as a vegetarian substivute for gelatin, a thick-
ening agent in soup, a preservative In processed
foods, and an inhibitor of lce crystallization in lee
creams and frozen packaged desserts.

Seaweed avallability in the Indian littoral warers
Is reckoned to be around 9.7 million tonnes a year.
Bur, at present, only 34,000-35,000 tonnes, around
(.35 per cent. are being actually tapped, and com-
mercially utilised. The govern-
ment’s goal s to achieve a seaweed
production level of one million
tonnes by 2025 through higher har-
vesting from natural sources, and
better captive cultivatbon. This tar-
et may be hard to achieve, given
that seaweed farming at present
relles heavily on culturing a single
species, Kappaphycus alvarezil,
which has become vulnerable to dls-
eases. However, new strains of sea-
weeds are being sourced from
abroad to diversify seaweed farming
and boost production.

The government’s flagship scheme for the fish-
eries sector, the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY), also envisages several measures
to promote seaweed farming. These include satting
up seaweed nurseries and seed banks, tissue culture
laboratories, skill and business development, and

d re-axported them to Russla for $300 mil-
lion, Action by the Indian state blocking leakages of
high technology o Russia, China, and Iran will help
mare Indian firms get to this NVEU status.

Move Al knowledge will come to Indla when com-
panies headquartered in countries like the LS obtain
“Universal Verifled End User™ authorisation. They
need to prove, to the US federal government, that
they have adequate systems to protect thelr equip-
ment in India. Once this Is done, up to 7 per cent of
their global chip count can be placed in Indiz, The
top global firms are adding over 100,000 chips per
year, 50 this opens upa path to over 7,000 chips (and
associated knowledge flows) to India par vear per
frm. The Indizn government will have 1o engage
with give and rake with these firms to create
conditons where they place more equipment and
high-end skills in India.

The writer iza researcherat XKDR Forem

Central Marine Fisherles Research Instituge (CMERI),
Kaochi, as the nodal agency for promoting seaweed
farming in the country. The Mandapan Reglonal
Centre of the CMFRI, which is already engaged in
research and developed on seaweed, would intro-
duce improved seaweed-farming practices, ensure
steady supply of high-guality seeding material, and
provide other kinds of assistance o seaweed farmers.
It would also set up & seed bank of seaweeds.

‘Of the B44 recorded spacies of seaweed n India,
434 speclesare of red algae, 194 of brown algae, and
236 of green algae. The bulk of these stocks are found
along the seashores of Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Odisha,
Lakshadweep, and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
Major urban centres located close to the seaweed-
rich oceanic belts include Mumbai, Ratnagin, Goa,
Karwar, Varkala, Vizhinjam, and Pulicat. Howevel
the seaweed-based industry 15 still underd,
with hardly around 50 units being in opelntlan
acnoss the country. Most of these are engaged in the
production of agar and alginate. Many of these units
are unable to operate at full capacity due to pancity
of raw material. Bolstering seaweed supplies is,
therefore, imperative.

Notably, Tamil Nadu has drawn up an elaborate
plan to become a modern seaweed industrial huk,
Itis crenﬂm; the neaded eco-environment to woo
investe teurs by o ingle-win-
dow facilities to meet their diverse needs. The
Lakshadweep administration, too, has declared nine
ofits inhabited islands as seaweed-cultivation hubs.
The CMFRI has been roped in to provide the neces-
sary research and development support Lo

specialised seaweed markets, Fl 1al assi

Is  being offered to seaweed-producing
ENtrepreneurs to acquire inputs and other where-
withal for seawead farming. Seaweed collection and
cultivation are lucrative ocoupations for fish Barmers
because the cost of production is low and the value
of the produce i= high.

ENLTER in this Union territory.

All these, obviously, are welcome initiatives
almed at ramping up the cutput and commerclali-
satlon of sexweed. But a good deal more needs to be
done to adequately harness the country’s seaweed
production potential.

Anempress and aqueen

BOOK REVIEW

GECFFREY WHEATCROFT

(17 herelsa natural inclination
I Inmankind to Kingly
Government,” said
Benjamin Franklin, and ifthey might
seem unlikely words fromsucha pen,
muchofhistoryconfiems them, Most
lands in most continents have usually
been ruled by kingsand queens, parhaps
nowhere more sothanin Europe.
Whenwarbeganin1914, nofewer

that for 133 of the last 200 years England
has been ruled by two queens regnant,
women whoinherived the thronein
theirown right. Queen Victorla's relgn
of mare than 63 years was overtaken by
Cueen Elizabeth 11, who had reigned for

thaneight cou ruled by

descendants of Queen Victorla. Three of

her grandsonswaged a war whose
consequence saw two of them (Kalser
Wilhelm of Germany and Czar Nicholas
of Russia)lose their thrones.

One monarchy survived —andas
remarkable as that survival is the fact

stances (basically polysaccharides) produced from Recently, the go has des, d the  surinde ot
Albertwas dismayed when he became muchmdunedpl.a.ceimhewndd Daonald Trump, she complained,
prime ministerduringthe Cri War, herselfremainsa was always looking over hershoulder,
Butnowar affected Victoria as much cmher. Browndescribes his [ ly for som h idered
asthedeath of Albert in1861. It left her grandmaother's meetingwith the more important.
pliable. She wassmitten with Lord almost paralyzed with grief: For years queen, and his own, and her identical “Apart from horses and racing |
Melbourne, her first prime minister, she could barely face official dutiesor exchanges with people who met her: could not discover anythingthat

and was at first deeply dependent on
hirn, although not as dependent as she
would beonancther man.

In1840she married Prince Albert

appearing in public. Shedding much of
his liberalism. she now abhorred
“reform fort k tlon and

pullingdown what exista,” but had no

“Haveyoucome far#” and "How

Interesting” figure prominently.
Asaresult, thebook might be called

anexercise in reception history. People

Interested her,” said Lady Gladwyn, the
‘wife of a British ambassador, and
Elizabeth comes alive with her four-
legmed friends. Brown's pages on her
corgis, those rather unpleasant little
Welsh dogs, are a comic masterplece.

EvenifQueen Ellzabethremainsa
mystery. perhapathisisn'tabad tL'm.etn

Ise the virmwes of ¥

monarchy, withahead of stateselectad
randemdy by Inheritance who stands
above the squalorof politics.

Overthe years American friends have
asked me in aslightly condescending
‘way, "Would you really rather have Queen
Elizabeth as your head of state than”
‘wharever president wasin power arthe
moment? —Echard Nixen, Bl Clinton
arGeonge W ush — wwmchl\muld

TOyears whenshe of Saxe-Coburg- power to prevent it who met hersaw what
died in 2022 They Gotha Theywere ArtdmesVictorla they wantedosee,
have now nspired mwmﬂl%gs» bothenly 20, and it foundthestrain ofher mm and felt whatthey
o hooks, i was an arranged dutiessogreatthatzhe wanted to feel, not
completely marrlage, but declared herself m Craig least presidents and
gjﬂl‘gmﬂrﬁ inkind, Shaped He r\emuksﬁk:.llp e ;ﬂmﬁyd?ﬁuﬂm" Brown ﬂrgtal.?gi:'sl&,\&er
truly successful. Albert L cs.al Ron, Mancy
fascinating. MLN' IERS m#m?ew had ll'ber_sJ ‘nemptgdtognnl’[tn | ;':;mus Reagandl:sed‘_:.nrhe
AnnesSomerset sympathies —anly Australia—thereto B Giraux Roval Yacht Britannia
has had the excellant months after their Ignoreall” Butshe LT in1983 Nancy
ideacflookingat wedding he stayed, though helpless Pages: described the
Victoria's relations. presided overa toprevent there- Price: §35 ancounter a5 rwo
withher prime ingofthe lacth her liberal mothers andwives
ministers in Victoria and Her Prime Soclety forthe Extinetionof the Slave nemesls Gladstone, openly —sometimes | talking about their ives, mostly our
Min, whilein r A Vopage Aroundthe | Trade — and was unusually intelligent |dingwith cl'deren_"HiIJaryL.IJnm lec-aIJs the
Quigen, Cralg Brown has produced fora princeling. ‘What a contrast between the relgns 12 "asparkling d
another collgge of the kind he's more or Albert'sinfluence wasobwious, of Victorlaand Elizabeth! The one saw tlarath.at caught the llg'uasshemd.ded
Less invented, following “Ma'am Although at first “strongly prejudicad” England ascend toan unparalleled and laughed at Bill's stories.”
Darding,” on the queen'ssister, Pnncegs agalnst Melbourne'ssuccessor, SirRobert | positlon, with the grearest empire the Elizabeth was always courteous,
Margaret, end anotheronth Poal, Victoel rehim. Sha wiorld had ever seen. But Elizabeth's withtyrants lke Idi Aminas well as

When Victorlasucceeded heruncle
William I'V in 1837, she was nervous and

and Albert alsohated Lord Palmerston—
“Pilgerstein," as they called him —while

relgnwas along story of coming to
termawith theend of empire, and a

leadersoffriendly countries, butshe
couldn'tconceal her dislikeof one:

reply, "Sincey . yes, actu
Funnilyenough, noone hasaslnedm.e
this recently.

The reviewer iz the author of Bloody Panicol:

O, Whatever Happened to the Tary Party?
2025 The New York Times Mews Service
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Custodial hell

Conviction of HP cops sends strong message

HE conviction of IGP Zahur Halder Zaidi

and seven other policemen in a custodial

death ease serves asa grim reminder of the

tragic events that unfold when cops take the

Law into their own hands. The Kotkhai gan-
grape-murder of a schoolgird had joled the peaceful hill
state of Himachal Pradesh in 2017, The horrifying erime
led to a public outrage that prompted the state govern-
ment to set up a Special Investigation Team (SIT) head-
od by Zaidi The SIT managed to arrest s suspects but
it came under sharp senutiny itself when one of them
died in police custody. Now, a special CBI cowrt has
found the probe team’s members guilty of murder tor-
ture in police custody for extracting a confession, falbi-
cation of evidence and other serious offences.

Under pressure to produce ‘quick results’, the SIT
crossed one red line after another It's true that public
anger over the gruesome gangrape-murder had meached
acrescendo, but this was not reason enough for the cops
to resort o ‘instant justice’. This is a cautionary tale for
police personne]l around the country who let their
overzealousness get the better of them during investiga-
tions. Theyaw emboldened by the scceptance of violenos
as par for the course at police stations. A suspect ina lock-
up often finds himself st the receiving end of police bru-
tality. In 2021, then Chief Justice of India NV Ramana had
rightly stated that police stations posed the biggest threat
o human rights as custodial forture and police atrocities
were prevalent despite constitutional guarantees.

Several states and UTs cantinue o drag their feet
on implementing the Supreme Court's order about
installing CCTV cameras at police stations. The onus
is on the respective police top brass to ensure that
there is no laxity on this count. It is a must to crack
down on cops who brazenly abuse their authority. At
stake is the credibility of the law enforcers.

Middlemen & bribes

Haryana's cormupt patwaris under scrutiny

HE excpogure of eormuption in Haryana's Rew.
enue Department has kid bare a systemic rot.
A government report implicates 370 patwaris
and 170 middlemen inwidespreadbribery, with
demanrlsralmrl; flnm Rs ZJJw Rs 10,000 for
essential serv A property mutation.
Kaithal, Sonepat and Mahendragarh districts lead in the
numberof comrupt officials while Gunugramishometothe
highest number of unauthorised middlemen who exploit
dtizens for profit. The Septemnber 2022 findings in Panipat
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Challenges galore for Trump

Retaining global edge in science and technology his main concern, not immigration

e ——1
VIVEK KATIU
FORMER SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EXTERMAL AFFAIRS

5 he takes the presk-

dential cath today,

for the second time,

Donald Trump has

e potential  to

become one of the most influen-

tial holders of the workd's most

powerful political office in

recent history, He not only won

the electoral college but alse a

majorityof the votes cast nution-
wiche in the election,

His Republican Party controls
theSenate and the House of Rep-
resentatives, though only with a
thin margin. The conservative
majority in the Supreme Court,
inan important decision on pres-
iddential Enmunity, has made the
office stronger Trump's convic-
tion on felony charges has done
no political damage to him,
either domestically or abroac.

In the light of these factors and
his unarthodox ways, the world
waits with anticipation and
apprehension, some fuelled by
hiscomments since hisvictory in
November, on how he will use his

A

NOT CLEAR: Wil Trump seek to bluntly thwart Xi's it ¥

pragmatic, but not before Trump
causes turbulence domestically
and externally on this issue,

In the long tem, though, it is
ot imemigration that is the major
internal issue for the US but man-
ufacturing and retaining a dedi-
sive gobal edge in the frontier
arens of seience and high technol -
ogy. There is consensus inthe US
on remaining the leading country
in science and digital technology
innovation. That led the Biden
administrmtion, in its dying days,
to announce ‘“controls  on
advanced computing chips and
certain dosed antificial intelli-
enoe (AT model weights, along-

authority to address domestic  updates to Data Centre Validated
and US foreign and security pol-  End User authorisation™.

iy issues as well as the existen- The obwvious intention ks to deny
jal faced by by kind.  China rities in advanced Al

Trump made llegal immigm-
tion one of the leading issues of
his campaign. Hence, it will be
essential for his credibility to
semd some llegal immigrants out
of the US totheir home countries
at the eadiest He will ako
increase his thetoric against ile-
gal immigration. But the fact is
that despite Trump's electoral
posturing and the rhetoric which
may ome henceforth, the US
economy needs both Jow-level
workers and high-end technical
professionals. It will, therefors, be
compelled to eventually become

innovation, though it's capabili-
ties in sophisticated tooling can-
not be effectively curtailed. How
will Trump handle this important
aspect of US efforts to retain its
primacy in scence and technolo-
&, with China having become a
“scientific power’ with growing
technological competence? This
will be Thump's challenge for his
entire term becuse of the great
spewd in the development of digi-
tal technology.
Trump's announcement of
wishing to acquire Greenland
bears the mark of the first-term

Thereal geopolitical
challenge before
Trump besinmanaging
thecontinuing
rise of China

Trump  making  outrageous
remarks, unconcerned with the
canonsof conventional diploma-
ey. His appmach to the Ukrmine
war will attract great media
attention workdwide.

However, the real geopolitical
challenge before Trump lies in
managing the continuing nse of
China. That has been the main
foreign and security policy issue
for all US presidents since the
cloging years of the first demde
of this century. By then, it had
become dear that China's nise
had been far deeper and wider
and rapid than US calculations,

ch th him? rzurims.

With Xi Jinping becoming Chi-
na's undisputed leader and
showing a firm determination o
take on the US, Obama, Trump
Livand Biden have had to handle
his ambitions. He is relentiessly
pushing forward.
Nisnot dear if Trump will seek
1o blustly thwart Xi's ambitions
or try o reach an sccommoda-
tion with him. Thump's choice of
Cabinet colleagues who have a
hardline approach on  China
gives one indication, but his
inviting Xi to his nauguration
marks a softer touch. Naturally,
the chance that Xi would have
personally accepled the invita-
tion instesd of sending a repre-
sentative was never there.
Indeed, the bagic dynamics
of the US-China Great Game
will inevitably lead to even
greater competition. It will
need great statesmanship in
both countries to ensure that
this does not lead to conflict.
Trump wan ted the Gaza war o
end and issued dire threats to
Hamas and, no doubt, behind-
thescene pressures on Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, The IsraelHamas
ceasefire will lead Trump todaim
how effective he will be on all
issues. It is too early to predict
how the ceasefire will pan out.
Hamas has not been finkshed.
Outgoing Secretary of State

Anu'u'u Blinken has noted:
“Indeed. we assess that Hamas
has recruited almost as many
new militantsasit haslost.” What
can be assessed, though, in the
contest of the larger West Asia is
that Trump's implacable opposi-
tion to Iran will continue. What is
not dear is how much of an
investment he will make in
addres sing the basic Araby Pales-
tinian issue, The chances are that
it will have a low priority for him.
Trump will continwe with the
Indo-Pacific appmaches devel-
oped during his first berm and
taken further by Biden He will
seek tostrengthen Quiad, India is
an essential component of the
grouping Butthat will not dimin-
izh the pressures he will put om
India, especially on trade ssues,
But he will avoid mising human
rights concerns with India. On
the India-Pakistan front, he will
remain indifferent, unless thene
arechances of amajor conflict,
‘Whiere Trump will show Dit the
or no interest is in addressing
the existential issue of our
times: dimate change. He s a
climate sceptic whotook the US
out of the Paris pact. Extreme
weather events, too, have not
changed his ou tiook. This is par-
ticularly a major negative for the
global fight against climate
change at a time when workl
temperatumes are breaking the
L5C threshold. Thump is
unlikely 1o back off from his
decision to allow drilling for
hydrocarbons or seek to reduce
itz proportion in the energy mix.
However, whatever an incoming
US President. mugy consider to be
his agencla, it has often been seen
that he has had to amend it to
address  unfreseen challenges.
George W Bush had toconfront the
trageechy of W11; he responded with
a global war on terroe Barack Ol
maahad toface theconsequencesal
the global exonomic orisis of 208,
which began with the collapse of
the Wall Street, Thamp 1. 0foced the:
Covid pancemic and did poorly,
while Biden had to fce the
Ukraine and Gam wars. What
unforeseen developmentis) will
Trump 20 hive todeal with?

exemplify the extent of the problem. Over 1,500 applica-
tions were found pending during & mw inspection,
i I A inchivid sl dwork and
infrastructure deficie ncies were glarmg, Similarly, a pat-
warl in Kurukshetra was discovered with disproportionate
aszets, a refloction of unchecked graft in the system.

The Supreme Court's Decembser 2022 judgment in
Neeroj Dutta vs State (NCT of Delhi) of fers.a glimmer of
hope. By lowering l.'htl.'nr Eu—wmmn- in corruption s
es, itemy even when
witnesses tumn husu]e This Iamhn.nrl: ruling should
en'hone-nl.re Haryam authorities to take dedsive action
againstth ived in then fal ChiefMin-
ister Nayab Singh Saini's reiteration of a zero-tolerance
pin}'mun bematched by c-:m:smemnn ReﬁJmslllm

land records, introdud w0
S)Htﬂm, installing CCTV cameras in offices and conduct-
ing regular audits are critical. Moreover, swift punitive
measures, coupled with citizen ewareness campaigns and
effective grievance redress systems, are essential to curly
exploitation and build accountability,

India’s 93rd rank in the 2023 Global Cormuption
Index underscores the urgency for reforms. Corruption
in public offices erodes trust and tamishes governance,
Haryana must seize this opportunity to revamp its rev-
enue administration, inspired by the Supreme Court's
robust stance. Restoring public trust isnot just a goal but
anecessity for ensuring a fakr and transparent system.
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In favour of the Congress

mmmm;rmm hlimg mmmL'he country to partic-
e mind

ipatei
deserves ohbe M1wbm|i\md.&mdmumm are acormmon
fenture inuniversity i in England, and this is dearly one of those
matters inwhich India may do worse than take o leaf out of Eng-
land's bock. OFf lake, two such been held, one ot the
Benares University on the sulject of the spinning franchise; andthe
other afl the: Nagpur University Urion on Use sulbject of the futiity of
Swarujist m;uswdmmt,m‘d of no small sig-
nificance that in both cises, a substanSal majority of those who took
part in the discussions were found to be in fivour of the view repne-
sented by the Congress. Nothing could show either more cleardy or
mirecomnvinangly thatof all the organised parties in the country, the
Coorgees is still fas s sy Shee st influentiad and suthaitaie,
That ck of course, that whicha par-
ticularview represented by the Congress finds in the country is nec-
mwhh mmlsawﬂl}muﬂ:dsmnwﬂr

tems of the non-coop-
eration programme is mru .e.mm refutation of any such idea.
Mot onky wene all thesed thmee e sessions of
‘the Congress, but we venture to think that if a poll were taken at a
mbhmmmslwﬂm!ummmuh1dhmmssmme
day i
mmmvmﬁnmmsmﬂmmmmmmm
i woutlel b ittor gority in its Ervour

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

We mustadjust to changing times and still hold to unchanging principles. — mmy Carter

Themishapand
the blame game

CoLTiraTn SinGH Rawar (RETD)

to believe the universe has finally aligned in your favour

My government vehicle, helmed by a driver whose calm
could rival a monk's, breezed though the winding mountain
roads of a state famed for its warmth and hospitality. What
could possibly go wrong? A lot did.

‘Three hours intothis postcard -per fect drive, we entered
aquiet hill town. The sun was sinking gracefully, the roads
were as silenl as a meditation retreal, and I was busy

preciating the rare cal flife. And then — bam! —
a jarring collision brought us back to reality, our peace
shattered like a dropped clay pot.

We jumped out to inspect the damage. Behind us stood a
civilian car, its front crumpled into the rear of our vehicle, Out
stumbled the driver, visibly drunk, dishevelled and wobbling
asif gravity was a personal enemy. As is customary in small
towns, a crowd materialised out of thin aic It's one of life's
constantsin India — like cricket matches on Sundays or chai
breaks at work. Our inebriated friend, undeterred by the sol
idevidence ofhis guilt, dedded to argue, His logie? 1f we had-
n't been on the road, his car wouldn't have hit us. A true mas-
terdass in creative reasoning!

Fortunately, a policeman arrived, drown to the commaotion
like a bee to nectac With a alm efficency, he began taking
notes a5 we explained what had happened. Just when it
seemed that the matter was struightforward . the erowd
chimed in with their expert analysis,

“Y¥es, he's drunk,” one proclaimed. “but we ren’t you in your
senses? Shouldn’t you have svoided him hitting you from
behind ™™ Apparently, in the local version of traffic laws, a sober
driver is somehow responsible for preventing a drunk driver
from ramming into him. Their logic was as twisted a3 & moun-
tain road, but they presented it with such conviction, you
almost wanted to applaud their audacity,

A senior police officer of the distriet reached the spot o
restore sanity, He ordered a breathalyser test, which confirmed
what everyone almeady knew: our friend was drunker than a
wedding baraat. For added entertainment, the officer asked
him to walk in a straight line. What followed was less a walk
and morean avant-garde Neagin dance.

Finally, the police officially declared the drunk driverat fault.
However, as expected, the man's finances couldn't cover the
damage toour vehicle. With no ot her option, we left him in the
custody of the local authorities and resumed our jJoumey, our
vehide slightly battered but our sense of humour intact.

The lessons? One, mountain rosds may be picturesgue, but
they are never without suprises. Two, in India, even the sm-
plest inckdent an turn into a full- fedged drama, complete
with twistied logie, a Bvely sudience and plenty of liughs.

IT started as atranquil afternoon, the kind that tempts you

Artistic licence matters
Refer to "An Emergency in Punjab’ (The
Grrent Game, 3 ban never serves any purpose,
Seeking aban on a movie or abook just gives
it free publicity. If a movie hurts the senti-
ments of individuals or groups, they have the
freedom to avoid it rather than fordng others
not to watch it. No movie or book can be an
sccurate mepresentation of facts and history.
Some artistic licence is bound to be conceded.
‘The time has come for us o act as a mature
democracy and allow freedom of expression
and speech to flourish Let us cherish this
freedom rather than make a mockery of it
GURNOOR GREWAL, CHANDIGARH

Focus on Kangana's acting
Apropos of ‘An Emergency in Punjab’; Kan-
gana Ranaut’s 'Emengency’ is facing protests
from Sikh groups. Punjabis are up in arms
over her comments on the farmers’ protests.
People are accusing her of distorting focts
about Sikhs in the film and highlighting blas-
phemous content. Kangana is a versatile
actor, and the audience must focus on heract:
ing. We must not forget that films are made for
the smke of entertainment. The film has
received mixed reviews, but it must not be
banned and the people must see it to form
their own opinion.

SONALI MUKHERJEE, MOHALI

Accept utlnm‘ parspocﬂva

complaining. The grievances of the public
should be attended toand addressed promptly
o the satisfaction of the complainants. An effi-
cient monitoring system needs to be estab-
lished to have latest information about the dis-
posal of cases. This is one of the remedies to
make the system officent.

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

Top players not spared
‘With reference to' BCCI talks tough', the BCCI
has taken the right decision to tell the cricket
players to follow rules and regulations during
matches. As the team lost the recent Australia
series 1-3, the board was compelled to take
harsh decisions and even top players wene not
spared, The BCCThas toldthem toavoidtaking
families along on lours as far as possible sothat
their performance is not affected. Sportsper-
soms should give due priority tothe sport.
SUBHASH C TANEJA, GURUGRAM

Simplicity in mouming rituals
‘With reference to the news report ‘Panchayat
prohibits jaldvs, pakoras at bhog cere-
monies”; thismove rightly aims al dizcourag-
ing wastefisl expenditure on bhogs, which are
primarily held to pray for the peace of the
departed soul. This step would go a long way
in promoting simplicity in mourning ftuals,
It would ease financial burden on the
bereaved families and lessen the unhealthy
competition on such ocmsions. Even more

With r 1 in Pun-
jab®; the K«mﬂ:n: sum-r has generated alot
of controversy because many people think
that the movie portrays Sikhs, especially
Jarnail Singh Bhind ranwale, in a bad light.
‘This movie anly aims to portray the Emer-
gency era. We must be ready to accept each
other’s perspective. So, we should wateh the
movie without taking & as a threat to any
religion or community.
RAMANDEEP, J ALANDHAR

Efficient monitoring system

Refer to ‘Shun comruption’; keeping in view
the plight of the underprivileged in sodety, the
CJT has candidly espressed coneern that cor-

laudable isth use the fine collect-
ed for welfare projects.
NK GOSAIN, BATHIN DA

BJP's hypocrisy

Refer to ‘BJP vows Rs 2,500 aid for women,
LPG at Rs 500in Delhi manifesto’; the Prime
Minister's eriticism of freebies offered by
Opposition parties falls flat when his own par-
ty adopts the same tactics. This glaring
hypodrisy highlights the need for politicians
to kead by example and abandon unsustain-
able practices. Perhaps India is the only
democracy where such blatant voter appea se-
ment  overshadows meaningful  policy
debates nmm must focus on sustainable

ruption breeds i and the
taged are the worst hit, These dtizens general-
Iy baick confidence, so they are seared of

reformsi jon, healiths

ment to ensure real progress,
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

d emplay-
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The be cogent




