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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Bottles of generic

Germany's funds for

medication recalled by

Pakistan forest

Dr. Reddy Labs

in lakh. Dr Reddy's

3 3 Laboratories is recalling

® over 3.3 lakh bottles of a
medication used to treat high calclum
levels in blood and hyperparathyroidism in
the U.S. due to manufacturing issues, The
recall Is due to the “presence of N-nitroso
Cinacalcet impurity above FDA
recommended Interim limit*. The affected
lot was produced in India. PTI

rotection project

An agreement for financial
20 support for the ‘Billion Tree

Afforestation Support
Project’ (BTASP) was signed in Islamabad
on Saturday between Pakistan Economic
Affairs Secretary Dr. Kazim Niaz and
Director of German Development Bank
Kfw, Esther Gravenkotter. The first phase
of BTASP is already under implementation,
according to The Down newspaper. PTI

THE3&aHINDU

Death toll in Gaza

Number of people

Amount invested by

since Israeli troops

injured in Srinagar

the Union govt. into

began the invasion

:‘ The Health
43 41 Ministry in

Gaza said
on Sunday that at least 43,341 people have
been killed in the war between Israel and
Palestinian militants. The toll includes 27
deaths in the previous 24 hours, according
to the ministry, which said 1,02,105 people
have been wounded since Hamas attacked
Israel on October 7, 2023. AFP

grenade attack

This attack comes a day after
security forces eliminated a top
Pakistani commander of

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in the Khanyar
locality of downtown Srinagar. The blast

took place close to the weekly flea market,

known as the Sunday market. An official
said the attack was borne out of the
desperation of terrorists following the
killing of the LeT commander. PTI

RINL despite issues

InRs cr.

l 0 Rashtriya Ispat

2 Nigam (RINL) is
a steel manufacturing company under the
Ministry of Steel which owns a 7.5 million
tonne plant at Visakhapatnam, The
government is taking various measures to
keep RINL as a going concern, as the RINL
is In “serious financial trouble". PTI
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Why were Romanian polls annulled?

What prompted the constitutional court to declare the European nation's presidential polls invalid? Who is Calin Georgescu and what has been his role in the elections?
What are the allegations levelled against Russia and has the country faced similar accusations in the past in the region?

EXPLAINER
Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:-

n an unprecedented ruling on

December 6, Romania's

constitutional court un.mrmously

lled the country’s !

elections, two days before the run-off
ballot, amid allegations of Russian
interference. Suspicions of foul play were
fuelled when Calin Georgescu emerged
frontrunner, securing 22.9% of the vote,
after the first round of polling on
November 24. A professor of
environmental sciences who fought as an
independent and had polled in single
digits until then, Mr. Georgescu is an
ex-honorary member of the far-right
Alliance for the Union of Romanians
(AUR) party. He has been portrayed as an
admirer of Russian President Viadimir

Catalin Georgescu has been portrayed as an admirer of Viadimir Putin and a critic of Romania's

Democratic Party and the National Liberal
Party since the fall of communism. High
inflation, a ballooning fiscal deficit and
balance of payments challenges, not to
mention rampant corruption in high
places and contempt for the rule of law,
have been weaponised by populist and
extremist groups to peddle propaganda
and conspiracy theories.

How widespread are concerns of
Russian meddling in the

From orchestrating a so-called hybrid
warfare of spreading disinformation,
cyberattacks and sabotage, to paying off
pro-Russian MEPs (Members of the
European Parliament), Moscow's
controversial role came into sharp focus
durlng the European parliament elections

In response, Belgium and the Czech
Republic coordinated investigations that
led, among other actions, Prague to
impose sanctions on an oligarch Llusn- o
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v

Romania's presidential
elections were annulled amid
allegations of Russian
Interference

v

Suspicions of foul play were
alleged after Calin Georgescu
from the political fringe
emerged frontrunner, securing
22.9% of the vote, after the first
round of polling on November
24

-

n a complaint filed with the EU
regulator, Romania's media
watchdog has alleged that
TikTok's algorithms ampiified
Mr. Georgescu's comtent to the
dis

Putin, and a critic of Romania’s membership of NATO and the EU.are Mr. Putin for p a pro-Ri candidates ofother
membership of the North Atlantic Treaty narrative via Voice of Eumpt- website,
Organization (NATO) and the European accounts created in 2016 were activated in | What is the status of the probe? which has since been taken down.
Union (EU). Mr. Georgescu was even support of Mr. Georgescu a month before In a complaint filed with the EU regulator, While a German MP from the
suggested as the Prime Minister candidate | the ballot and thousands closer to the Romania’s media watchdog has alleged Alternative lor(‘nnnany (AfD) party is
by the AUR party, which came second in polling date. More than 100 paid that TikTok's algorithms amplified Mr. under a pmbc for receiving money from a
the legislative elections of December 1. influencers m‘lh a few million followers Georgescu'’s content to the di ign, the Belgian

The Constitutional Court in Bucharest were deployed to boost Mr. G u's of other didk Subject to availabl govcmmcm in April passed legislation to
had ordered a recount in response to prospects. Romania's secret scnm:c (SR[) t'\ndmce the commission could criminalise foreign interference in the
complaints by two of the contestants who | has claimed it has identif ds of igate the Chinese social media political process.
were eliminated in the first round. Once cyberattacks originating from Russian platform for potential violations under In Moldova, the fragile post-Soviet
the exercise confirmed the previous tally, platforms, which routed their operations the EU’s Digital Services Act (IKA) The republic, Moscow is accused of plotting to
the judges had given the go ahead for the from several countries, and distorted the law lates content mod: Jestabilise the pro-EU go and
knock-out round on December 8. information presented to the public. The obligations on large online platforms to interference in President Maia Sandu’s
However, the unfolding dramatic turn of agency singled out Mr. Georgescu, who mitigate systemic risks, including the re-election and the referendum on EU
events prompted the court to call off the had claimed that he had no access to electoral processes and imposes penalties | accession in October.
elections altogether, concluding that the campaign funds, as having received of up to 6% of global annual turnover.
process was marred by multiple preferential treatment from TikTok, TikTok has already been served an order What next?
irregularities. because the platform owned by under the DSA to preserve for scrutiny all | While a re-run of the presidential contest

ByteDance did not label his video posts as | its data relating to European elections. is expected next year, the Mayor of
How serious are the allegations? political advertisement. TikTok has Bucharest has thrown his hat in the ring.
Days before the aborted run-off, denied any wrongdoing and taken down What explains Georgescu's appeal? The ultra-nationalist Mr. Georgescu has
Romania’s National Security Council thousands of disputed posts and The TikTok messenger that spectacularly vowed to challenge the decision in the
declassified troves of documents from the | promised full cooperation with the propelled his victory does not detract Supreme Court. Romanian tax authorities
Interior Ministry, detailing how the authorities. Telegram and Discord are the | from the resonance of Mr. Georgescu's have launched financial investigations
country had been a target of Russian other channels Romanian authorities ultra-nationalist message among an against the social influencers behind
cybercrimes, information leaks and have blamed for lnvul\vmenl in these electorate disenchanted with the Georgescu's campaign, some of whom
sabotage. It said some 800 TikTok covert and i ¢ of the mail Social have since fled the country.
presented the sequencing data and their THE GIST

What did the U.S. Congressional
report on COVID origins find?

How did the US. government, in the report, arrive at the conclusion that SARS-CoV-2 emerged from a
laboratory leak? What is a furin cleavage site and how does it come into play in this case?

Priyali Prakash better, and for the sake of future
generations of Americans, we must.”

The story so far:

U.S. Congressional committee What is the lab-leak theory?

led by Republican Brad The report stated that SARS-CoV-2, the

Wenstrup has concluded that virus n:sponslbln for the COVID-19

the COVID-19 pandemic was b possibly i from a
the result of the spread of a virus that laboﬁmry leak.

likely leaked from a research facility in
Wauhan, China.
Thc final report of the Selm
ittee on the C
Pandemic, established in 2023, was
published on December 2, 2024,

‘The report runs over 500 pages and,
according to committee members, will
serve as a roadmap for government action
during future pandemics.

“A future pandemic requires a

It based this conclusion on inferred or
circumstantial claims made early during
the pandemic.

It quoted an unclassified factsheet from
January 2021 published by the U.S, State
Department that said: “The U.S.
government has reason to believe several
researchers inside the WIV [Wuhan
Institute of Virology) became sick in
autumn 2019, before the first identified
case of the outbreak, with symptoms

shole-of-America
those without personal benefit or bias,”
Mr. Wenstrup wrote. “We can always do

x »

consi with both COVID-19 and
common seasonal illness.”
The report itself does not directly

prove the lab-leak theory, however.

The report also quoted statements by
molecular biologist Alina Chan in June
2024 in support of the labJeak
hypothesis.

In one statement, Dr. Chan said the
virus emerged in Wuhan, which is also
home to China's “foremost research lab
for SARS-like viruses”, and that Shi
Zhengli, a senior virologist at WIV, “has
been researching SARS like viruses for

analyses at the conference. (The latter
have yet to be peer-reviewed.)

The Select Subcommittee report also
noted an observation by Nicholas Wade,
former science editor at The New York
Times, in January 2024, that SARS-CoV-2
“possesses a furin cleavage site, found in
none of the other 871 known members of
its viral family, so it cannot have gained
such a site through the ordinary
evolutionary swaps of genetic material
within a family.”

A furin cleavage is the process by
which the furin enzyme breaks up
specific proteins to activate them. The
furin cleavage site in SARS-CoV-2 controls
how it interacts with human cells to cause
the disease.

A letter published in The Lancet in
August 2023 by researchers from Cornell
University refuted Mr. Wade's idea and
said the site could have evolved naturally,
as opposed to being genetically

over a decade and even initially wondered | engineered.
if the outbreak came from the WIV".

But at a conference in Japan on What else does the report say?
December 4, Dr. Shi reportedly refuted The report also said the U.S. National
the claim that the viruses she was Institutes of Health (NIH) funded
studying were ancestors of the gain-of function research at WIV.
SARS-CoV-2 pathogen, Gain-of-function research refers to

She had earlier pmmlscd to sequence studies where researchers gmcncally
the of 56 betac she alter to give them

and her team had collected between
2004 and 2021 and were studying. She

functions, like enhanced transmissibility
or infectivity.

-

The repon claims several
researchers inside the WIV
became sick in autumn 2019
with symptoms consistent with
both COVID-19 and common
seasonal lliness

-

However, the report itself does
not directly prove the lab-leak
theory

-

The repont also says the U.S.
National Institutes of Health

(NH) funded gain-of-function
research at Wi



, December 19, 2024
CHENNAL

THE HINDU

Opinion

health expenditure in 202122,
generics reduce financial burdens
and improve treatment adherence.

Ensuring the quality o!' generic
medicines in India is vital to make
them affordable and effective as
innovator drugs. Despite being
bioequivalent to brand-name

cy

Anudywdncmuhhz
Postgraduate Institute of Medical

Education and Research

achieved
therapeutic drug levels in 73% of
patients within two weeks,
compared to only 29% for
generics, which often required 6-8
weeks, dose escalation, or
switching to the innovator.
l-'unhn. generic capsules had

But why do generic and
innovator drugs differ in some
cases despite being made from the
same active ingredient? Generics
can differ significantly in their
excipients and manufacturing
processes, leading to variability in

Making affordable generics more reliable |  State water policymaking matters
AP CM s calling for a hensive water policy to address State's ch:
differences in excipients - suchas | efficacy under diverse climatic
binders, fillers, disi and dit Stability testing,
coatings — can alter a drug’s mandated by the CDSCO in 2018, resources regula-
dissolution rate, gnbnl:ty and requires manufacturers to tory authority. This
dzlwa'y mechanism. demonstrate that drugs maintain is critical for Andhra
mzmh:mmu their quality, strength, and identity Srinivas Chokkakula Pradesh given the acute
Aditya Sinha processes, lndndlng the type of under specified conditions. stinivasgpcprindsa.org and politically sensitive re-
Public policy punching i i gional imbalances within the
professional force, and hods l ion by State licensi hief Minister N. Chan- State. Such reforms could also
Views are personal can influence the drug’s physical authorities and the absence of drababu Naidu has re- ANDHRA help with another good start-
and chemical properties. dear, centralised guidelines c:miy called for a com- PRADESH ing point for improving water
i in tablet h li water policy for use efficiency.
particle size, and porosity can the lack of i Andhn Pradesh while review- The important direction is
affect disintegration and applicability to generics a ing the water resources deve- to cope with risks, While cli-
ahsorption. In some cases, while betore 2018 lopment. The idea of such a mate change presents an ove-
an drug is designed to of dard drugs in policy must be welcomed. The | sets a new agenda for policy- | rarching source of these risks,
release the API slowly to achieve a lhenurhtlndnmlnenfmu ﬁedg;ngsmofAndthn- making, bmhalnaﬂomland water security involves ad-
sustained therapeutic effect, uniform stability testing protocols, desh requires, at any rate, a | subnational scales, more so | dressing other emerging risks
generics may release the APl more | ensure centralised regulatory territorial re-imagining of its | for the latter. such as groundwater deple-
rapidly, potentially leading to oversight, and mandate periodic water futures espeaally g\!n Mr. Naldu‘s contemplated | tion, river pollution and water
fluctuations in drug levels, reassessment of all approved the multiple chall water policy | quality, and dam safety. With
Third, the limitations of generics to build confidence in fmntsa!amxknfubifmu relies on conventional ap- | over 32 dams aging past 50
bioequivalence thresholds 3 tion a decade ago. proaches of supply augmenta- | years, and perhaps the high-
contribute to the problem. Thirdly, India’s Pharmacopoeia Water policymaking at the | tion. While the Polavaram Pro- | est average storage per struc-
often allow permits higher drug impurity State is often underrated, | ject was a priority, he also | ture in the country, dam safe-
pharmacokinetic tofall | levels than U.S. and EU standards. yet it is both desirable and im- | stressed the longer-term river | ty is an important concern,
within 80%-125% of the innovator The Pharmacopoeia Commission perative for subnational and | interlinking projects. The in- As a downstream State with
drug's range. These thresholds (PC) and CDSCO rejected stricter national water security. Thisis | terlinking projects are, howev- | a long coastline, Andhra Pra-
may be insufficient for medications | ICH guidelines as “too expensive”. soat Jeast for three fundamen- | er, expensive, distant, and in- | desh is exposed to compound-
with a narrow therapeutic index. Thus, these standards should be tal reasons. creasingly infeasible for | ed climate change risks. Thg
Even minor deviations in drug made a bit more stringent. In that First, the fulcrum of water | political reasons. This reliance | Vijayawada floods in
release or bioavailability can lead case, action needs to be taken at governance in India lies with | on supply augmentationisnot | ber is a case in point. The in-
to subtherapeutic effects or the level of PC, CDCSO, and and within the States. The | surprising for a downstream | tense rainfall in the upstream
adverse reactions. Stxl:lny issues Centre. much-needed paradigmatic | State though. While these may | stretches and poor conditions
can also further und the C lising drug lation will choices and shifts - say, in mmam,unoldnwnmrpoh in the downstream to moder-
drug's shelf life and reliability. anly be effective with a supply ion to de- lio, the State will do | ate the floods led to inunda-
The key issue lies in India's uxnmtmﬂwmethauldﬂle mnndmamgpmem can be v:ll to make beginnings in | tion in large parts. While the
decentralised drug regulation CDSCO. It must be dto ished when these are | some key strategic Chief Minister personally led
system, which grants significant dzlm:rmbus regulatory l:'verngd at the State level, Making the shlﬂ away from !he response efforts, institu-
authority to State Drug latory i pmem: Second, water supply must be of more efficient
Authorities (SDRAs), leading to from the vhm of fevel is deeply local- | atop priority for the State. Mr and effective mechanisms is
inconsistent enforcement and and counterfeit medicines through ised and territorialised for | ny other States' water policies | necessary. The State must
quality standards. The Central i gulatory ls and | reasons. For in- | articulate aspirations for such | evolve robust monitoring and
The key issue Drugs Standard Control effective inspection and stance, Maharashtra, ad- | a shift, but these often fizzle | re: systems to address
lies in India's Organisation (CDSCO) can only enforcement mechanisms. vanced in water resources de- | out due to the problem of in- | climate risks, including cy-
dac Nend 1 action, leaving States We must champion generics — velopment, may need to focus | stitutional inertia. Deeply en- | clones. This brings to the fore
drug regulation to act. Despite repeated calls for dltymmdlspennbleﬁm’ on regulation, whereas Jhark- | trenched institutional cultures | the crucial demenl ofmlﬂgo-
e hich [ lisation, crucial ble access to hand on supply augmentation | of water depart- ijurisdi
sy “CIT" W remain with States, enabling medicines. But, equity cannot strategies. ments are premised on supply | al coordination to cope wlh
grants significant | regulatory arbitrage as come at the expense of quality. Third, the current Anthro- | augmentation through engi- | such an extraterritorial na-
authority to manufacturers exploit weaker Slzl:s must relinquish their pocene world warrants rewvi- | neering solutions. These are | ture of risks. The State must be
State Drug ight. India must d control over drug sioning water resources man- | ill-equipped to adapt or pro- | conscious of these challenges
Regulatory lati .. o whnd:hsloﬂ agement pamﬂgm! and mote demand of i ional rec
Authorities, CDSCO with resources and lic in strategies. tion towards a more compre-
leading to personnel, and establish more generics. It is time to act on the fessor Am K. nlswu puls it, Reimagining these cultures | hensive water policy.
i b central drug-testing labs to address | decades-old recommendations of the effects of climate change | must accompany other ele-
e et this issue. the Bhatia (1954), Hathi (1975), and are most profoundly manifest- | ments of insti | reforms. Srivhvas
enforcement Another reason is the Mashelkar (2003) committees, all ed in the ways of wasey largeby, {Fhisr ithudes  incorporating
and quality inadequate enforcement of of which have called for as risks get extreme and fre- | proven institutional models, Research, New Defhi.
standards stability testing to ensure drug centralised oversight. quent. Coping with these risks | such as an independent water Views are personal

therapeutic outcomes. First,

Outstanding spinner; capable batter, match winner

The cerebral Ashwin’s record is

picked up a whopping 433 wickets

I DATA POINT I at a SR of 45.8 and an average of

2176 (second only to Muralitha-

Srinivasan Ramani ran's 21.69), helped him register a

great overall SR. This is despite a

avichandran Ashwin, aco- | somewhat less sterling 70.8 SR in

leus in Indian cricket, | venues not friendly to spin in oth-

hmguphuklthugand er countries, such as South Africa,

called it quits in England, lia, New Zealand,
cricket after a stellar career on | and West Indies.

Wednesday, just as the third Test Ashwin was a match-winner for

between Australia and India in | India and among the team’s most

Brishane petered out to a draw.
This article will focus only on his
Test record.

Ashwin’s retirement announce-
ment meant that he finished as the
seventh-highest wicket-taker in
Tests (537 wickets) at a stellar aver-
age (runs per wicket) of 24 and a
strike rate (SR, deliveries bowled
per wicket) of 50.7. He also scored
3,503 runs at an average of 25.75.
Only his former Indian coach Anil
Kumble managed a higher wicket
tally (619) and only 20 Indian bat-
smen scored more Test runs than
him, indicating his strong all-
round ability and performance in
cricket’s classical version.

Sri Lanka’s M. Muralitharan
(800), Australia's Shane Wame
(708), and Kumble (619) finished
with more wickets than Ashwin
but the Tamil Nadu player and
Chennai-born spinner played few-
er matches compared to the other
three. With 37 five-wicket-hauls-in-
andinning and eight 10-wicket-
hauls-in-a-match, Ashwin was not
far behind Warne's 37 5-fers and 10
10-fers, but this statistic was domi-
nated by Muralitharan, who fin-
ished with 67 5-fers and 22 10-fers.

Where does Ashwin rank
among the all-time best bowlers?
As Chart 1 shows, Ashwin’s SR of
50.7 was the top of the pops
among spinners (who picked up at
least 250 wickets). No other spin-
:;r. except for Muralitharan, came

5.

Table 1 shows the spinners with
250 or more wickets, ordered on
overall SR. Ashwin's phenomenal
record in the subcontinent (India,
Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, he did
not play in Pakistan), where he

* @

consistent performers in an era
when the Indian team dominated
Test cricket, especially at home.
He won 11 Man of the Series awards
in the 44 series he played. Mura-
litharan also won 11 such awards,
but he played in 61 series.

His phenomenal rate of wicket-
taking ensured he was always
among the fastest to reach various
milestones in Test cricket, as Ta-
ble 2 shows. He still holds the re-
cord for being the fastest to the
milestone of 300 wickets in Test
cricket (54 matches), and only Mu-
ralitharan bests him in later miles-
tones (400 plus onwards).

Ashwin's batting has been an
underrated ability and one of the
reasons he has won several Man of
the Series awards has been his
ability to score vital runs as a low-
er-order batsman. Along with spin
twin Ravindra Jadeja, Ashwin not
only formed a strong spin tandem
but their batting prowess streng-
thened the batting lineup, pulling
the team out of many a batting
crisis.

Chart 2 plots  allrounder
cricketers’ (those who have scored
at beast 2,000 runs and captured at

ted by his jonal strike rate, best among spinners
An off-spinner
Tookwickets quickly,a Tweaking to the top
spudanebols The data for the charts were sourced from ESPNcricinfo
a I,
Ashwin did it all in Chart 1: Strike rate of all bowlers who have picked up st least 250 Test wickets
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FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 19, 1974
Exchange of visits: Indian
Boards suggestion to Pak.

Bombay, Dec. 18: The Working Committee of the
Board of Control for Cricket in India at a special
meeting here today suggested to the Pakistan
mmmmmmmqmmdm
visits from tol

next year.

The Pakistan Board had suggested to the
Indian Board that an Indian team should visit
P-hmnmmewmmofms:nplzyfmhn
matches and nine other matches and
immediately after that a Pakistan team would
muudlnfmnjmwymuuuhl‘.immplaym

! | number of matches.

his
e R @ spin bolen
% Pace bowlers
L K
x lx
LT Medion SR 3498
- K . Murali
f £
*  Jadeja
» .
Harbha Ashwin's SR (50,7 Is the
El i oniy ore among spinners
. g SR, 54.95, for oWl bowders
fonly Muraiis - 55 comes
§ close to the medion).
.
w Wickess ) %00
Chart 2: Batting vs bowling avg. for play h than 2000 runs &
‘Bowling all-rounders
,"‘- & x wmu‘:ulm Khan X Players
W sPoliock
Pee )-:q- Two-way
oll-rounders
\ & o -
» ": % * Median bowling svg: 29.61
" vais =" g 3
§ x |8 % ¥ wihadecentbatting Rallls
Fastest to,.. lm:'uu-r M“ . |® evrege of 25,75 and @ =
o T | of 24, Ashwin ranks os o
50 CTB Turmer (6]  Joint 4th (9) S A——
100 _GALohmann (10)  3rd (18] Al %
200 Yasir Sheh [ 3rd (37) Bits & pieces
00 Ashwin (54) |1t 001 alt-rounders i X shastr Batting all-rounders
400 Murali (72) ” - v v . . .
500 Murali (87) | 2nd (36) » 40 Batting Average 55
m
Table 31 Table shows total wickets for mﬂxrxm:.mwmu(mmwaluwmmwo»

bowlers & left hand batters as 2 % of those

least 150 wickets in Test) batting [Seivioritiina | S
wnd bowhing RAshwin 68 | 537 | 47
Ashwinlelsunderm:czmguryaf i = T
“bowling all-rounders” who could Mityom
score decent runs and were out- a3 I | AU | 333
i Eoites, Rkt etk su:m 1 | e | m0
warts such as Richard Hadlee, ~2MArderson | 221 | 7o¢ } 312
Shaun Pollock, Wasim Akram, and ~ -2.Stemn 136 | 4% [ 310
Chaminda Vaas. Another attribute ~ —mrollock 1 125 | 421 | 306
of Ashwin that sets him apart from S0 dctrath m 50 | 08
other bowlers — his hegemony ov-  AKumble wr | &9 | 10
or loft handed b Nearly ~ -SKWarme m | e | 243
50% of all his wickets were that of ~ Muritharsn | 181 | 800 ] 239 Gibbs 09 2908 L7 86 =6
left handed batters (Table 3). % LHB wickets as a % of total SENAW *: South Africa, England, New Zealand, Australia and West | ndies

The Board considered the proposal from
Pakistan at full length and since India had a
heavy schedule in 1976, including a visit to New
Zealand and West Indies, the Pakistan Board's
suggestion could not be . Instead, the
Indian Board had proposed India played
three Test matches and three other matches in
Pakistan, lasting in all five weeks. The Pakistan
team will come to India after the conclusion of
the matches there and play here three Test
matches and four other matches.

The Board also considered the preparation of
the Indian team for participating in the World
Cup (Prudential Cup) tournament. In order to
condition the players for this tournament, the
Board has decided to suggest one day matches
at five different centres,

The Indian selectors will watch the
performance of the players and finalise the team
for the World Cup to be staged in England,
beginning from May 29 to June 25.

The Indian team will leave early in May to
accustom itself to the weather conditions there
and to play matches against Counties before the
World Cup.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 19, 1924
American music in India

Bombay, Dec. 19: For the first time in the Radio
history in this country American broadcasting
was received in India in the early hours of
Wednesday morning when the Marconi
Company’s engineers heard American music.
thletinfum&rwmablemp‘dtupmedmz
new short wave transmissions, Mr. Hebbard
listened to one of programmes on
normal wave length of K.D.K.A station.

- » - -~



—+

Thursday, December 19, 2024
CHENNAI

THE HINDU

Text&Context

BIBLIO

Nature may be complicated to write about but a gendered outlook can help to enhance th

of how to value

Nature whisperers: women’s unique
connection with the environment

E literature on climate and nature through the

sctive of women authors hy

to reflect on what it means to live ethi

/. responsibly

and healthily in consonance with nature. The writers exhort stakeholders to listen to women's voices in the larger fight for climate justice

Soma Basy

cientists and activists have

warned the world about dimate

crisis for long. Yet, climate

commitments fall short of actions
needed to avoid disastrous consequences.
The annual international climate summit
(COP) or the environment-related days
(nine in a calendar year) remind us of the
challenges we face due to climate change
but that effort on climate justice is too
little and late.

Do we not care enough or we do not
know enough to care for the
environment?

Interestingly, Amitav Ghosh argues that
nature does not need humans to stand up
and defend it and so, instead of seeking
out new ideas to address the ecological
crisis, we should return to ancient stories
the earth has been telling us. “We can
confront the crisis not by trying to save
the planet but by listening to it,” he writes
in an essay, Brutes: Meditations on the

A
Eisenstein underlines in his 2018 book,
Climate A New Theory, that much of the
climate derangement comes from direct
disruption of ecosystems. He says the
core of the crisis is ecocide, the killing of
the ecosystem, and not warming.

Vital cog in the wheel

The work of writers such as American
naturalist Henry David Thoreau or
environmental philosopher John Muir
have helped to shape the way we view
nature. But women too are vital voices
who are often missing from the proverbial
table.

The relationship between women and
melandludlﬁimhmmduemladnf
documentation, though women sow and
ullﬁeldnndshape the way their cultures

relate to the land. Travel writer Suzanne
Roberts gives food for thought on the
masculinity of wilderness: *1 reallsed 1
had been relying on a male of

to live sustainably on planet earth,
offering alternatives that work according
to namm s z(nlogcal laws and are the
real and

nature rather than listening to my own

In his novel Hungry Tide (2004), Ghosh
portrays nature as mother and writes
human beings have to take help of nature
for a comfortable life. As nurturers,
women have a connect with nature and
fight climate change through
nature-connectedness. But their voices
have remained in a minority in dimate
discourse and nature writing.

Environmental thinker Vandana Shiva
is among the few who has to her credit a
score of influential books on the subject.
She is one who believes women and
nature are associated not in passivity but
in creativity and in the maintenance of
life. In her new book, The Nature of
Nature: The Metabolic Disorder of Climate
Change (2024), she explores the intimate
links between food and climate to look
deep into the root causes of climate
change.

“What we eat, how we grow the food
we eat, how we distribute it, will
determine whether humanity survives or
pushes itself and other species to
extinction,” writes Shiva, while explaining
the incontrovertible connections between
a global warming climate and an
agricultural system based on
techno-optimism. She says food is the
currency of life, indivisible from earth
and its natural systems, and argues
powerfully for a food and climate future
based on regeneration or biodiversity, in
partnership with the biosph

regenerate thz planet. Shiva analyses the
false promises made by technology —
oriented lab-intensive digital agriculture
and calls out the fake and ultra-processed
food industries that are impacting the
world's health and food security.
Another widely published author,
Prerna Singh Bindra, lobbies with
governments on conservation issues and
in her book The Vanishing — India’s
Wildlife Crisis (2017), she exhorts thinking
citizens to acknowledge the Indian
wildlife crisis due to development
projects tearing into their habitats,

«Sixth extinction’
Bindra travels to farflung forests to put
the spotlight on the vanishing natural
heritage. India is in the midst of mass
‘sixth extinction’ is her worry, as she
writes, “We are losing species in our
backyard.” The once ubiquitous sparrows,
or the fireflies that lit up the nights have
dwindled; in the forests, great Indian
bustards are down to a 100; the end of the
gharial indicates the poisoning and death
of the dear and fast-flowing rivers. She
tells readers why extinction matters and
how the fate of wildlife is linked to
humans. She pushes against this
“ecocide.”

inflicted in the fragile environment and
how it it lmpam livelihoods. Her book,
~ Indian Land. on the

Turning back to nature

Like Ghosh, she writes that in an age of
climate catastrophes, we need to turn
back to nature and learn once again how

Brink (2023) throws light on the subtle
tectonic changes taking place across
ecosystems in India.

She cites examples of the Thar where
miners bulldoze sand dunes that guard

life-sustaining water; the Gangetic dolphin
that now struggles for survival as its
riverine habitat is fragmented by dams
and roiled by incessant shipping; the
cataclysmic floods that unleashes fury on
Mumbai due to encroachments.

*“As the spectre of climate change
mmpmMs natural and human-induced

dey'. To

Iamhﬂpunmpusf\edmd!preﬂpunl
destruction,” she warns, making her book
a haunting read about failed government
schemes, exaggerated promises and
human folkies.

Leadership qualities

There are few other books by women
writers that attempt to demystify climate
change, explain what the fuss is all about
and why it matters to our survival,

Named one of the best books of the
year by Smithsonian Magazine, All We Can
Save (2020) by Ayana Elizabeth and
Katherine K. Wilkinson contains essays
from women at the forefront of the
climate movement and reveals their
leadership rooted in compassion,
connection, and collaboration. “To
change everything, we need everyone,” is
their message.

A groundbreaking perspective is a rare
anthology, Women an Nature (2021) by
Katharine Norbury which has 100+ voices
on place, landscape and the natural
world. Another book Everglades: River of
Grass (1947) by journalist and
conservationist Marjory Stoneman
Douglas is about her efforts to protect the
fragile wetlands of Florida.

Nature may be complicated to write
about but a gendered outlook can help to
enhance the understanding of how to
value biodiversity. These books are both a
balm and a guide for knowing what has
been done to the world, and how to save
our collective future.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on R. Ashwin, who retired from international cricket

Please send in your answers to
dailyquizfithehindu.co.in

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

“.... the place was terribly crowded.
whenllinallymadgilmmemblz |
couldn't believe my eyes’.

‘Lots of good things to eat?'

‘No. Nothing but sandwiches were left’.

"Was left’.

‘What?

“Nothing but sandwiches was left.

“Nothing but’ is followed by a singular
verb’

‘But, ‘sandwiches’ is plural, isn’t it?’

“That's right. But as I said ‘nothing but’
takes a singular verb, Normally you would
say, there were only sandwiches on the
table. In this case, you use the plural
“were’, But when you use ‘nothing but’,
you use the singular ‘was’. Nothing but
crumbs was on the plate. Nothing was on
the plate but crumbs’.

“Things weren't that bad in my case. At
least 1 had sandwiches. And guess who I
met at the party?’

“You tell me'.

‘Mr. Jain, my physics teacher’.

‘Did you cozy-up to him?”

‘Co... what?"

‘cozy-up’ means 'to try to be close,
friendly; try to be liked'. For example,
Raju is cozying-up to Jaggu in order to
make it to the cricket team’.

“That's nothing unusual. Everyone tries
to cozy-up the captain’.

‘It's cozy-up to the captain’. The
expression is usually followed by 'to’.

‘Cozy-up’ is considered slang by the
way. So, did you cozy-up to your teacher?”

‘No, I had no time to cozy-up to him.
Yuu see, he doesn't like sandwiches and

feeling terribly hungry. So | suggested
he go to the Mayuri',

‘Cosy up’ is also written without the
hyphen, with ‘s’ instead of 2",

“The Mayuri!’ That's become one of
your stamping grounds, hasn't it?'

‘Stamping ground? What does it
mean?’

‘A stamping ground is a place ‘where a
person spends much of his time’, his
favourite place!”

'If that's what stamping ground means,
then Mayuri is certainly not one of my
stamping grounds. It's the small tea shop
next to it. My friends and 1 meet there
after school’.

‘So the tea shop is an after school
stamping ground?"

‘What did your teacher think of
Mayuri?'

“He didn't like it one bit. When he
went in, he was told that the kitchen staff
were on strike. All that they could offer
him were cheese sandwiches!’

‘A nice man is a man of nasty ideas’ -
Jonathan Swift

K Subrahmanian

S. Upendran

21-06-1994

ANSWERS TO THE PREVIOUS DAY'S QUIZ:

V. V. Ramanan versus England at Chepauk

T221) i Sgnitt B o 1 Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution Word of the day
> at Chennai (2024)7 outlawed slavery on December 18, 18657 Ans:- 13th
QUESTION 1 [ Amendment 2. Which Swiss-born German citizen Diabolical:
Who was Ashwin's opponent in QUESTION § was borm on this day with styles rooted in of, ing o, o ristic of the devil
his Test debut? Ashwin belongs to an elite club cubsm, and Ans:- Paul
N in Test cricket along with Shane Klee 3. What happened on this day during Donald SYNONYMS: sinister, malicious, evi
QUESTION 2 Warne and Stuart Broad. What Trump's presidency? Ans:- He became the third

Ashwin was part of two ICC are the achievements particular U.S. president to be impeached by the House of Usage: rhe police quickly mobilised to track

tournament-winning Indlan to this trio? Representatives 4. Name this TV special, an down the diabolical criminals before they struck
teams. Which were the . adaptation of Dr. Sewss's classic children's book, ogain.
tournaments? QUESTION 6 aired for the first time on this day, in 1996, and
Against which two nations has became a holiday staple. Ans:- How the Grinch International Phonetic
QUESTION 3 Ashwin taken 100 or more Stole C 5. Two Holly , who, Alphabet: /da.ovolikey
In which year did Ashwin win wickets In Tests? although have never worked together in the same
the ICC Men's Cricketer of the . film, were born an this dey, one In 1963 and the other Pronunciation: bitly/disbolicainew

in 1946, Ans:- Brad Pitt, Steven Splelberg 6. Name
the British guitarist of the rock band the Rolling
Stones was born on this day. Ans:- Keith Richards 7.

Year and ICC Men's Test
Cricketer of the Year awards?

QUESTION 7
With which legendary spinner

- s T Identify this Czech writer and later, President, who

QUESTION 4 for the most ify thi iter 2 , wi

In the context of his career, Player-of-the-series honours in died on this day in 2011. Ans:- Viclav Havel F:' 'e:dgkk and sluuew\:'ns for
what Is commaon to the Test ericket with 11 awards to . fext & Context, p eue:'J:lo

following Test matches: his name? Early Birds s T .
against 3‘.“ Indies at Mumbai a Visual Ashwin Is being after scalping the first of y with the subject ‘Text & Context'

7 h the bat Phyall Tull - Tamal Biswas - Sonall Das - Sumana
the 537 Test victims. Who was the batter? Tve HINDU Dutta - Siddhartha Viswanathan

ao ad

(2011) and Antigua (2106),
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Electronic distraction

The Election Commission has a lot to

answer for, but EVMs are not the issue
fter consecutive electoral losses, in the
A Haryana and Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions, the Congress has raised the tempo
with regard to its concerns about electronic vot-
ing machines (EVM). While there are numerous
issues related to the integrity of elections that the
Election Commission of India (ECI) needs to
come clean on, the risk of electronic tampering
with EVMs is not among them. The Congress (s

Section 6A of the Citizenship Act — why it fails Assam

in October 2024, that upheld the
constitutional validity of Section 6A of
the C L This

he 4:1 majority ruling by a Constitution
T Bench of the Supreme Court of India,

Act, 1955 is
blishes a distinct for
mkrum from the former East Pakistan
(Bangladesh) who settled in Assam, allowing
them to acquire Indian citizenship if they arrived
be‘ut! March 25, 1971, It is worth lnuly!lnx the
for

avu'lonked by the mljurhy decision, lnd alsn
the | negative imy of
the ruling.
The judgment seems to suffer from arbitrary
mlonlm 1'he then (‘.hk”llﬂ‘be of India, DY

barking up the wrong tree - that too sek

and only when it loses. Some of its party leaders

have publicly expressed the view that there is no

evidem:e that suggests the risk of manipulation,
or through p At least

two Opposition leaders, NC leader and J&K Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah, and 1‘rinamon| Can

gress leader Abhishek have

thumd\u fmm the allegations. 1‘n assume that

and p
ed nm the BJP wins in some States and loses in
some others in a detailed mrwhu“v logic.
After all, the BJP ended up short of a majority in
the 2024 general election. Moreover, all these re-
sults, particularly those of Haryana, Maharashtra
and Jharkhand are well explained by the social

and political u at lﬂ'hy
By repeal spectre of EVM ma-
lhemllnd serious questions of elec-
tion integrity are being overlooked. Among
them, the possibility of old style, manual capture
of EVMs in booths dominated by one party and
where polling agents of (:Epomml are absent,
This is pertinent against the backdrop of ques-
tions about a massive turnout recorded in many
leu in the closing hours of polling. This trend
as not yet been satisfactorily explained by the
ECL. Large-scale additions and deletions of voter
names are now a pattern, and the ECI seems to
be brazening it out. In Delhi, where elections are
now due, allegations of the selective removal of
Muslim voters have surfaced, In the Uttar Pra-
desh by-elections, partisan police actions that
restrained voters o vote the BJP
have been controversial. The ing of elec
tions is another serious question that the ECI has
been less than transparent about. For a country
that is preparing to conduct all elections in one
go, it scheduled the three recent Assembly elec
dnmlnkmbud\u and the BJP is the one party
that gained the benefits. As is evident, some of
these issues are local, some related to the vast ca-
pacity gap between the BJP and the Opposition
while some others are squarely in the court of the
ECI, The Opposition needs to focus on the real
&ueliom of election integrity, and an EVM scare

ould not act as a distraction,

Social Democrats are at a disadvantage
as (:crmam' heads for election
litics has been in turmoil em
G ancellor Olaf Scholz lost his
liamentary majority last month, wi
the pro-market Free Democratic Party exited his
three-way coalition, Mr. Scholz initially tried to
cling on to power, heading a minority govern-
ment, but amid criticism and concerns that de-
laying an inevitable snap election could further
damage the chances of Mr. Scholz's Social Demo-
crats, the Chancellor called for a vote of confi-
dence on Monday. The outcome was known befo-
rehand - his government collapsed the same day,
pushing the country into early elections, The
Scholz government, which was formed after the
2021 federal elections in which the Social Demo-
crats won most seats, remained fractious from
day one. While the Social Democrats and the
Greens supp | more public spend the
Free Democrats pushed for austerity, The go-
vernment lacked coordination and what made
the intra-coalition fighting worse was the finan-
clal crisis. Germany, once the engine of the Euro-
pean economy, has been in recession for two
ars, With no consensus within the coalition on
ow to tackle the financial crisis, the govern-
ment’s plunged, In Mr,
Scholz sacked his Finance Minister, Christian
Lindner (Free Democrats), sealing the govern-
ment’s fate. President Frank-Walter Steinmeier
will now call for elections, most likely in Febru-
ary 2025, seven months earlier than pl
When Angela Merkel was in power, her con-
servative coalition managed to offer political sta-
bility, economic growth and a fine balancing bet-
ween powers, Even during the
Russia-Ukraine tensions over the 2014 Crimean
annexation, Ms. Merkel and the French leader-
ship engaged with the Russians, which resulted
in the two Minsk agreements, But two months af-
ter Mr. Scholz became Chancellor, Russia invad-
ed Ukraine. Germany could do little to prevent
the war, but it joined the West in imposing sanc-
tions on Russia, which hit the European econo-
mies as well, The Nord Stream pipeline, built to
bring Russian gas to rmmy.wubhwu up, al
legedly by the Ukrainians, The war worsened the
West's energy crisis, in turn impacting the cost of
living crisis, It then snowballed into a larger eco-
nomic meledown, triggering political instability.
Germany is not the only country battling eco-
nomic woes and political instability. In neigh-
bouring France, a government collapsed in three
months, and President Emmanuel Macron has
appointed a new Prime Minister, who also lacks a
majority in Parliament. Elsewhere in the conti-
nent, far-right parties with neo-Nazi views are re-
surgent. Mr. Scholz is likely to lead the Social De-
mocrats in the elections but the conservative
Christian Democrats are the frontrunners, A trial
by fire awaits whoever wins,

X - »

the test of Article
l4 l.e taking o\n of Assam against other States,
“Though other states such as West Bengal
(2216.1 km), Meghalaya (443 km), Tripura (856
km) and Mizoram (318 km) share a larger border
with Bangladesh as compared to Assam (263 km),
the magnitude of influx to Assam and its impact
on the cultural and political rights of the
Assamese and Tribal populations is higher., .The
impact of forty lakh migrants in Assam
conceivably be greater than the imy cx:'r.gﬁy
seven lakh migrants in West because of
Assam’s lesser population and land area
compared to West Bengal, Thus, the singling out
of Assam is based on rational considerations.”
However, while testing the law against Article 29,
the Court held that the influx of the people did
not affect the language, script, or culture of the
Assamese people nor did it affect their ability o
protect the same. A simple examination of the
contradictory reasoning indicates that the
judgment was crafted to support the m.whlon
rather than luate it against
principles.

The background
Section 6A of the Ci hip Act was fuced

i
i

India and also the
Delhi High Court

Arnav Roy

& third-year student
at the National Law
University, Dethi

The top cowrt’s
n.u-nl ruling

in 1985 following the Assam Accord, an

the

agreement reached between the G
India and the leaders of the Assam Movement,
The arose in to the
from East Pakistan (now Buulade-h) into Assam,
sparking concerns about the preservation of the
local culture, economic strain, and political
imbalance. The Assam Accord sought to resolve
these issues by setting specific cut-off dates for
lruulul citizenship to migrants: before January 1,
1966 - all Indians who migrated to Assam were
declared Indian citizens; between January 1, 1966,
and March 25, 1971 - citizenship can be granted to

validity of
Section 6A, falls
1o address key
constitutional
concermns,
particularly
those that
Impact Assam’s
Indigenous
population

the people after 10 years of residence in Assam;
after March 25, 1971 - all these people were
declared illegal migrants and were liable to
detection and deportation,

Gaps in the re:
There are constitutional pitfalls in Section 6A of
the Citizenship Act, There is a violation of Article
29 of the Constitution — cultural and linguistic
displacement, Article 29 of the Constitution
rantees the protection of distinet cultural and
inguistic identities within India. In its ruling, the
Court held that Section 6A was not violative of
Article 2(1), stating that the mere presence of
different ethnic groups in a State does not
automatically infringe upon the cultural rights
guaranteed by the Constitution. It said Article
29(1) confers the right to “conserve” culture,
which it interpreted as allowing a section of
citizens to take positive steps to protect their
language, script, or culture, and that the law must
not prevent such efforts. The Court emphasised
that the petitioners failed to prove that the influx
of mlpnnu. facilitated by Section 6A, directly
hindered the Assamese people's ability to take
steps to conserve their culture.
this is letely flawed.
While the Court laid emphasis on the abstract
right to "conserve” culture, it overlooked the fact
that the provision creates hindrances to the
people in meaningfully preserving their cultural
identity, It failed to observe that mere formal
of the right ve culture is
insufficient if the State allows circumstances to
unfold which erode the very culture it seeks to
protect, Research by Dinesh Bhugra and Matthew
A. Becker found out that during the acculturation
process, both the immigrant and host cultures
may change. Changes in attitudes, family values,
generational status and social affiliations can
occur in both the majority and minority cultures
as the two interact. Further, the Court also took
note of the research paper titled “The Change of
Religion and Language Compasition in the State
of Assam in Northeast India: A Statistical
Since 1951 to 2001", which indicates that between
1951 and 2001, the percentage of the
Bengali-speaking population in Assam had
increased by 20.7%, from 21.2% to 27.5%, while
the tion of Assamese speaking people had
ined by 12.26%, from 69.3% to 60.8%.
Further, npcrlht bmissions of the petiti

the proportion of Assamese speaking people in
the State had declined by 30.18%, Le., from 69.3%
to 48.38% of the total population of Assam. This
phic shift is not a mere coexistence of
ethnic groups but represents a cultural and
linguistic displacement that has severely
undermined the distinct identity of the Assamese

people.

One of the most striking constitutional flaws of
Section 6A is its temporal unreasonableness, a
concept under the doctrine of manifest
arbitrariness, Laws that are constitutional m the
time of can become
over time due to changing circumstances, and
Section 6A is a clear example of this,

The law lacks any temporal limitation on its
operation, allowing individuals from this stream
to apply for citizenship indefinitely. More than 40
years after the cut-off date, the law still remains in
force, which has rendered it ineffective in
uddudm ing the original problem it was designed
w0 A

nukymduni-l lulmp.ﬂ"d )

thue migrants u nd« Section 6A(3) is flawed
because it places the burden of initiating
proceedings on the state, without providing a
means for voluntary self-identification by
migrants. This means that suspected illegal

such l’!fel'llllllbwllhl‘ law to remain
asystem
Mmlmprmmlulmmdzdpurpou

Funher, the fomtl‘nen tribunal, which is

for d the status

of individuals referred under Section 6A, has
become bogged down by the sheer vulume of
cases, Even individuals who do not qualify under
Section 6A can claim to fall within its purview,
slowing down the entire process and leading to
widespread confusion.

It seems the Court wrote the judgment to
merely justify the enactment of Section 6A. The
ruling fails to address lrzy comlltudnml

those W the
cultural and demopipkdc Impncl on A-lmk

huw unchecked migration hu eroded the
and cultural identity of the Assamese

bythe(’,oun,ﬁmnlsilwnll lhe
of the Bengali in

Assam hldlncmudby.‘!&&ﬁ%(fmmluxw
28.91% of the total population of Assam), while

people, in violation of Article 29's protective
intent. Moreover, the Court’s neglect of the

P L]
perpetuates arbitrary and outdated policies.

Strengthening the roots of an agri-carbon market

transform Indian agriculture, turning

sustainable farming practices into a
lucrative oppartunity for farmers while
combating climate change. In this, carbon pricing
is a critical tool for mitigating climate change, It
functions through compliance and voluntary
carbon markets, Compliance markets, regulated
by governments or international bodies such as
the United Nations, impose emissions caps on
companies. Businesses exceeding these caps
must either purchase carbon credits from
projects that mitigate gmenhuuu Ras (GIIG)

such as agr

agriculture pmlm or plycubon taxes for their
extra emissions. In contrast, the voluntary
carbon market operates without regulation,
allowing organisations to trade carbon credits
through mechanisms such as the Clean
Development Mechanism, Verra, and Gold
Standard, among others. Together, these systems
aim to reduce GHG emissions and support global
climate goals.

Carbon markets, their working
Carbon markets are gaining momentum. At
COP29, in November 2024, for instance, a
centralised carbon market under the UN got a
green signal. Last year, India announced that it
would launch its own compliance and voluntary
carbon nnd:‘l: Recently, lbe National Bank for

1 in
collaboration with the Indian Council of

and State

Hmd five agriculture carbon credit projects in

(’erun markets rely on two Itzy prindpiu
and p

c arbon markets hold the potential to

ensures emission reductions happen only due to
carbon credits, requiring farmers to adopt new
practices. This means that those who alre;
sustainable methods are not eligible for
Permanence refers to the long-term durability of
these benefits, I

Adeeth AG,
Carlappa

an Environmental and
Resource Economist
in the

To assess the of India's agricul
sector for a full-scale carbon market, we must
examine the existing carbon credit projects listed
under non-governmental entities such as Verra.
This highlights challenges and the necessary fixes
before nullnn up, If prujccu fail to dellm

benefits,

pping, reduced ch
micro-irrigation, and tree planting were newly
adopted, which satisfies the additionality
condition, This demonstrates that, when
implemented effectively, these projects can
genuinely l!dlK! GHG emissions,

| fertilizer use,

unl!lllhk-avdlu buyenm!ylnleonnndence
and stop purchasing agriculture carbon credits,

Agrifood Systems
(SAS) Program,
CIMMYT-India

Vijesh V. Krishna

Lead Economist
(Adoption and
Gender) in the SAS

Program,
CIMMYT-India

In India, existing
carbon credit
projects listed
under non-

these
benefits last, such as ensuring carbon stored in
ﬂhlhmuﬂnmduedtﬂlwhnubndmm-
retumn to
projects that aim to generate and n-ude carbon
cr!.dlt_x must adhere to u:’lin conditions,
B

gover
entities need o
be examined 1o
ensure
inclusivity

and efficiency

Thll deivu larmm nf ex:ra income and

Ensuring hllh-qullhy credits from the start of
Indian carbon markets is crucial for trust and
longterm farmer participation.

In just four years, over 50 agriculture carbon
farming projects have been listed in the Verra
registry, targeting 1.6 million hectares of farmland
in India. These projects aim to generate
approximately 4.7 million carbon credits
annually, equivalent to offsetting the GHG
emmcd from 11 billion miles driven by an average

| vehicle, none of
thse pmjem is registered, which means carbon
credits have not been issued and that farmers
have not received the money.

Carbon farming projects in India

A recent study by the writers of this article
published in Climate Policy - “Carbon farming in
lndh are the exildm pmju:u inclusive,

45% of farmers reported no communication, over

60% lacked training in new techniques, and 28%

stopped sustainable practices by the second year,

mainly due to insufficient financial incentives,

Alarmingly, 99% had not received carbon credit

payments, with nddllioml issues including yield
and on carbon

farming.

Despite these setbacks, projects managed by
startups focused solely on carbon credits, termed
“Carbon Core” in this study, performed better
than those run by subsidiaries or offshoots of
larger corporations. However, these projects were
less inclusive of smallholders and marginalised
communities,

To address these issues, India’s carbon market
must incentivise socially inclusive projects by
offering higher prices for carbon credits from
projects that include smaltholders and
marginalised communities, Effective
communication, regular training, and
guaranteed, timely payments can enhance farmer
participation, Cdllburuim with national and

seven

such arhon (utmlnq, projects in Haryana and

Madhya Pradesh, focusing on socio-economic
and

The findings show that

to target
suitable regions and interventions can prevent
yield penalties and protect food security.

and small farmers were large cxcluded with
women making up only 4%

An imp science
m:demea—i'meuwirumllulbonlndcuc
T | to improve over time. In

Carbon farmers in these States mluv-md

significantly more land - 51% mare in Haryana

and 32% more in Madhya Pradesh — than

non-carbon farmers, Among non-carbon imners.
owned by

recent years, digital technologies have advanced
significantly. Tools such as remote sensing,
satellite imagery, drones, and sensors for
munlmrlm pmjecl activities will soon become

46% of the land was
castes (general castes) and 17% by Scheduled
Caste-Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) farmers, whereas
among carbon farmers, 63% of the land was
under non-marginalised castes and only 13% was
owned by SC/ST farmers,

Further, while some sustainable practices were
already in place before the projects began, others
such as zero tillage, alternate wetting and drying,

for carbon markets to
luccud the critical focus must be addressing the
grand old implementation challenges,

Building a thriving agricultural carbon market
in India requires collaboration among
policymakers, researchers, and private entities to
ensure inclusivity, transparency, timely rewards
for farmers, and improved project
implementation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘One election’ Bills Parliament for their passage | But, given the negative The cost of conducting survival of democracy in a Nor has it tackled the issue

It is surprising that the (Page 1, "Two Bills on impact of such separate elections cannot country. of using money to unfairly

government has taken the simultaneous elections rock umlnnoeus elections on be id prohibitivety Kosaraju € fi lections. The

trouble of g and o 18). the polity, di high, to the primary focus of any change

introducing the Bills for The government has a valid | existing State legislatures by | country's total revenue should be on what is best

Impiemen(lng the concept point when it puts forth the | way of curtailment of their expenditure. In a While ‘cost reduction; for voters, not politicians.

of si national ing tenure, and the federal democracy, the cost of appears to be a reasonable |

and State bly imulta elections structure as enshrined in conducting elections should | benefit, it cannot be the Chennal

elections knowing Mty well | would save the C the never be a matter of sole justification, In reality, Tetters emalied 1o

that the Bills may not the country would be rid of | implementation of the debate, as the exercise of the government has not lettersa@thehindu.co.in

muster the necessary the situation of ‘constantly concept of simultaneous conducting elections is the adequately addressed other | must carry the full postal

two-thirds votes in being in election mode’, elections is not desirable. basic necessity for the forms of wasteful spending, | address and the full name,
a a - 1l e - » - -~
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Confessions of
a wounded loyalist

political carcer nurtured by family patron-
ends by the lack of it. This sums up the
life and times of veteran Congress leader
Mani Shankar Aiyar who was pushed into
political oblivion by the same Gandhi family which be-
stowed him with positions of power. Despite holding
various key positions in the party and in the govern-
ment, the octogemmn leader finds himself com-
pletely i ing ina ion and
strained relationship with both Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi. In the twilight years of his life, Aiyar (83),
once seen as an intellectual face of the grand old party,
reflects on his past in a candid tone that comes natu-
rally to him and marvels at the irony of his political ca-
reer that was “made and unmade by the Gandhis”. In
his forthcoming book A Maverick in Politics, the for-
mer union Minister, whose unhinged public state-
ments often landed his party in trouble, gives a frank
account of his blow-hot and cold relanonshlp with the
Congress leadership, particularly the Gandhi family.
His claim that he was not given an opportunity to meet
Sonia Gandhi one-on-one in the last ten years nor was
he allowed any substantial
engagement with other
members of her family
?pcaks volumes about the
ragility of patronage-
based rclalﬁ)anships. “The
day Sonia Gandhi got
angry with me, the pa-
tronage ended,” was how
Alyar put it, reminiscing
his rise and slow margin-
alisation in the party.
The advent of Rahul
Gandhi saw Aiyar being stripped of one party position
after another. He was suspended from the party in De-

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Thursday. December 19, 2024

“ Syria's new
leaders
recognise the job
have ahead of them is
enormous and that they
need the support of intl
community. It's going to
be aquestion of
whether they can deliver

they

AMY POPE
DG, Inti Organizaton for Migration

Before the BJP came
into existence, its
forerunners Jan Sangh
and RSS had opposed
Babasaheb whie the
Constitution was

being adopted. There
is nothing new in

the statement (Shah's)

| would raise the
injustice meted out to
OBCs despite their
significant contribution.
| vall take this battle for
the OBCs to the streets
now. | won't take

any decision

inahurry ”

PRAKASH AMBEDKAR
Head of Vancht Bahujan Aghadi

CHHAGAN BHUJBAL
NCP keader

Constitution and Preamble

Insertion of the
words ‘socialist’,
‘secular’, ‘integrity’
needs to be looked
into as part of
constitutional
fidelity

of the adoption of the

Constitution of India. The Gov-

ernment of India is planning to
hold the celebrations throughout the
year. After deadlock and lots of pres-
sure from the opposition parties, the
government agreed to a debate on the
subject of Constitution@75 in the Lok
Sabha (on December 13-14) and Rajya
Sabha (on December 16+17).

The Constitution has been the sub-
ject of debate of the 18th general elec-
tions and has acquired the status of one
of the electoral issues except during
the Emergency period.

Such a large-scale political aware-
ness and debate took place only when

I ndia ks celebrating the 75th an-
ni

cember 2017, following an uproar over his ¢
calling Prime Minister Narendra Modi a “neech kisam
ka aadmi". This remark proved to be the epitaph of his
long political career, which began under Rajiv Gandhl.

the National Democratic Alliance gov-
emment under Atal Bihari Vajpayee
formed the National Commission to
Review the Working of the Constitu-
tion. It submitted the report in 2002

Since then, the gulf has only widened and ¢ ly
reached a point of no return. Aiyar's career serves as
an example of the limited role of loyalty in the success
of a politician in the absence of a strong base and pop-
ular support. Rahul Gandhi, he claimed, kept avoiding
him “as if I were a political leper.” The standard prac-
tice in thc party was that Conlgrc\smcn “begged and
leaded with their presi or their rights”, con-
esses the veteran Congressman in the book, \which
captures his personal and political journey from 1991
to 2024. Aiyar spoke about a crucial period in 2012, a
time he described as marred by dual crises: Sonia
Gandhi's ill health and M han Singh’s multiple by-
pass surgeries, This left the party ina lcndershlp vac-
uum. According to Aiyar, the Congress leadershi cre-
ateda paralysns in governance by opting for Sin;
Prime A his declining health and mlc-
gating Pranab Mukﬁcr]cc to the largdy ceremonial
role of President. This misstep not only undermined
the government’s effectiveness but also shattered its
ibility in the eyes of both the electorate and the
global community.

of two volumes with its
terms of reference: “how best the Con-
stitution can respond to the changing
needs of efficient, smooth and effec-
tive system of governance and socio-
economic development of modern
India wuhm the framework of parlia-
mentary democracy, and to recom-
mend changes, if any, that are required
in the provisions of the Constitution
without interfering with its basic
structure or features”.

Political Values
Set against this backdrop, it is essential
to enquire upon not only the relevance
of the Constitution but also its Pream-

ble wherein the political values — Fra-

ternity, Equality, Liberty and Justice —
form the soul of the C:

judgment not only dismissed the pleas
but also reiterated that there was no
reason to move these pleas to a larger
bench of the court, By doing this, the

ing not only the legitimacy of the Con-

stitution but also the Preamble. By up-

holding the insertion of the words ‘sec-
ular’, *socialist’ and ‘integrity’, the

TTRAR RTITR

CONSTITUTION

or right. Rather, “socialist’ denotes the
State’s commitment to be a welfare
State and its commitment to ensuring
equality of opportunity”, The Indian
economy has transitioned from the

of public investment to the

verdict in general and the court specifi- highci! court rekindled the spirit ul'
cally acted as a guardian of Constitu- y m '3
tional Governance in its true sense. the C and it

This is significant in these critical This is in accordance thh lhc fac\ that
times wherein the tussle b the the Ce ion is a living d

Executive and Judiciary is going on in
an undercurrent way. The Supreme
Court of India's verdict in llw case of
Ki di arati

vs State of Kerala (1973) pavJ the way
for establishing the doctrine of the
‘basic structure’ of the Constitution.
Some of the constitutional office bear-
ers such as Vice- President of lmila

and evolves with time, needs and the
aspirations of the citizens, While dis-
missing the pleas, the court observed
that “India has developed its own inter-
pretation of secularism, wherein the
State neither supports any religion nor
penalises the profession and practice of
any faith” in accordance with Articles
14,15and 16 of the Commul[on

ary 2023

while speaking at the 83rd C The Ci ly Debates

of All India I’n:m!ms:‘:')ﬁccn injanu-  rejected the idea of a theocratic state
o d f the word

lhls verdict "the highest court deliv- \ccuhr at lhal point due to the fear of

ered significant rulings on matters that
it held pivotal to this "Basic Structure’
and in the process, parliamentary sov-
ereignty was compromised”.

For this, he cited the example of the
court’s striking down of the 99th
Amcndmﬂn namely the National Judi-

ona basis and

of public and private in-
vcstmcnt ‘The court did not find any le-
f:t imate cause or justification for chal-

lenging the 42nd Amendment after
nearly 44 years,

‘Constitutional Fidelity'

The verdict manifests the Goodwin Liu
et al (2009) concept of constitutional
fidelity in practice at the core, Accord-
ing to them, constitutional fidelity
means “to be faithful to the Constitu-
tion is to interpret its words and to
apply its principles in ways that pre-
serve the Constitution’s meaning and
democratic legitimacy over time™. The

also due to the situation that prevailed
in the aftermath of partition. It reiter-
ated both Kesavananda Bharati vs State
of Kerala and SR Bommai vs unhm of
India verdicts have asserted

of the words ‘socialist’, ‘secu-
lar' and ‘integrity’ needs to be looked
into as part and parcel of Constitu-
tional l&chly/smcl ity thereby deepen-
ing Constitutional (;uvemancr These

as one of the ‘Basic Features' of the
Canatias

(N]AC) Act, 2014, as unconstitutional
on the premise that it violated the Basic
Structure, in October 2015, In constitu-
tionalism, the evolution of the doctrine
of *Basic Structure’ during the Kesa-
vananda Bharati vs State of Kerala ver-
dict (1973) is a significant moment. For-
mer Chief Justice of India Ranjan

The verdict mentions that the word
‘socialist’ “in the Indian context should
not be interpreted as restricting the
economic policies of an elected gov-
emment. Neither the Constitution nor
the Preamble mandates a specific eco-
nomic policy or structure, whether left

Gogoi called for % the ‘Basic
Structure’ doctrine. Such contem,

rary dcvelopmcnu have pushed lﬁ
(JU'IS[I“I(IO" into the phase ol'lumcn

On November 25, the Supreme Court
delivered a verdict on some of the pub-
lic interest litigations (PIL) challengi
the insertion of the words ‘secular’ an ?
‘socialist’ in the Preamble through the
42nd Amendment Act in 1976. The

crisis’.

Parliamentary Sovereignty

In this context, the Supreme Court’s re-
cent verdict in Dr Balram Singh and
Others Vs union of India and Another
(2024) assumes significance in restor-

By upholding the insertion
of ‘'secular’, ‘socialist’ and
‘integrity’, the highest
court has rekindled the
spirit of parliamentary
sovereignty in amending
the Constitution

words have y over
four- nnd-a‘hnl?d«'adcs and become
part of the day-to-day life of the citizen,

By rightly rejecting these petitions,
the court has nullified the politics sur-
rounding the insertion of these words,
More than a hundred Amendments in-
dicate the resilience and evolution of
the document as a living and dynamic
nature of the Indian Constitution. It's
not static but emerges with each pass-
ing day with the socio-political and cul-
tural changes of the count e com-
mitment to constitutional idelity is the
need of the hour especially by the con-
stitutional office bearers so as to up-
hold the supremacy of the Constitution
and Preamble.

(The author is lecturer
at SVD Siddhartha Law College,
Vijayawada. Views are personal)

Letters to the Harmony through sound Inflation relief for some
f m Zakir Hussain's contributions went beyond music, reshaping the artistic land- Inflation data released last week reg-
J scape, and his boundless creativity has left an indelible mark in the hearts of all istered at 5.5% which is less than Oc-
o who encountered his work. He brought the tabla to mainstream attention and tober's 6.29%. But relief is only for
Gm m made it a symbol of both virtuosity and cultural exchange. His work with the fu- some. The relief in headline numbers
sion bandshdm wm:h fnm\tdln 1973 and reformed in 2020, remains one of the  hides wide variation across the geog-
lt -umnoro! concern that most y music. Zakir Hussain was more thana  raphies and economic classes. Infla-
are ician — Mwasamlmalmhssador.abndgebﬁvnenmmdmmda tion in UP stood at 6.7%, while Delhi
under menwl stress. Pressure  tireless seeker of harmony through sound. His musical journey may have ended, recorded 2.7%. Further, the inflation
to fare well in exams, good but the rhythm of his legacy will play on forever, There is little doubt that heaven  rate was far more palatable for the
score and fear of failure will savour his beats. As the popular flautist Rakesh Chaurasia has rightly said, urban rich — 4.6% for those among
prompt them towards sui- tabla started with ‘A’ (Alla Rakha) and ended with ‘Z' (Zakir Hussain). the top 20% of the income segment
cide. Itis a grave situation to RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR, crews  of urban India — while considerably
be handled together by par- higher as one went down the income
ents and teachers, I is the scale, from urban to rural Indka; infla-
duty of parents to be friendly Bem will 'mm forever tion was at 6.1% for those in the bot-
with children and create a In his career spanning six decades, Zakir Hussain worked with various renowned  tom 20% of the income segment and
bond of trust, empathy and international and Indian artistes and collaborated with greats like Ravi Shankar living in rural India. This variation is
happiness to keep them at and Shiv Kumar Sharma. He was given the Ustaad title by the late Pandit Ravi because inflation is higher among es-

ease. Undue mental pressure
of studies will take them
nowhere, They should be
counselled and guided prop-
erly to take the studies in an
easy manner.

ABHILASHA GUPTA,

Mahah

Shankar being impressed by his talent. When he won Padma Shri in 1988, he was
the youngest to receive the award at that time. His groundbreaking work with
Western musicians like Mickey Hart, George Harrison, and Charles Liyod brought
Indian classical music to the international audience. Hussain became a house-
hold name in India through the Taj Mahal Tea commercial, Not many know that
he was offered the role of Salim in Mughal-e-Azam but due to his father's objec-
tion he denled it. His beats will resonate forever in our hearts,
BALGOVIND, rous

Wirite to us at lettersiitelanganatoday.com

sential items (such as food) that ac-
count for a greater share in the con-
sumption basket of the relatively
worse off. Shaktikanta Das reminded
everyone of the age-old wisdom: Mcz

_ tospot
= BeC

Could this be what our home on Moon or Mars?

Could this egg-shaped structure be what the future home of Indian astronauts in
space looks like? The Hab-1 - short for Habitat-1 - is Indian space agency Isro's
first-ever “analog mission” which means simulation of space conditions to pre-
pare real space It was tested in Ladakh,

W Dhaka Tribune

What lies ahead for Bangladuh—lndil relations?
Experts vlow talks !M foreign and India as a
positive di enskms The political upheaval in
Bangladesh on August 5 hu led ta a widening political rift and erosion of trust
between Dhaka and New Delhi.

B The Economist

Cﬂekﬂasagoopollﬂaltoolagdnﬂl’ddshn

h India's foreign minister, believes that diplomacy is

stability is il for d eco-
nomic growth.
NSADHASIVA REDDY, tieegaiins

like cricket. Speaking at an event in November, he claimed that both pursuits fea-
ture multiple players, and Inte which re-
quires out-thinking “the other team".
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ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 18

of candidates registered for the tests has al-
maost doubled from an average of 67 lakh per
year during 2019-2021 to 122 lakh per year
in 2022-23. In addition to entrance exams,

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19,2024

EXPLAINED

How to secure entrance exams, stop leaks:

f

~ MAJORRECOMMENDATIONS

®0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are

fcurrent or ¢
d, please write t

'y relevance that you would like
com

herence to a testing centre allocation policy
in which candidates will be assigned a test-
ing centre in their district. Each district
should have a testing centre, with mobile

expert panel’s ideas

gration to “computer adaptive testing” — in-
stead of the same set of questions being of-

ing a candidate is shown qursxiut:r based on

ASEVEN-MEMBER panel headed by former  the NTA currently conducts exams for re- POLICY-LEVEL INTERVENTIONS INFRASTRUCTURAL testing centres for rural or remote areas, ac-  herability, which isdetermined and updated
ISRO chairman K Radhakrishnan has made  cruitment in central universities. W Setting up state & district-level IMPROVEMENTS cording to the panel. based on responses during the test. With tes-
a set of 101 recommendations to the The panel also noted the NTA's “high de- coordination committees W Setting up aminimum of one For pen-and-paper exams, the panel's  tees getting different combinations of ques-
Ministry of Education for conducting na-  pendence™ on service providers and out- W Atesting centre allocation policy secured testing centre per district jonsi C tions, sucha modc impmves sccurity and
tional level entrance exams in a “transpar-  sourced agencies to conduct exams, The ® Multi-session & multi-stage il i for three sets of question papers, and sending

ent, smoothand fair” manner. The panelwas  panel has recommended that the NTA SR rural, remote areas encrypted question papers to confidential Noting that computer-based tzsxs(CB'n
constituted by the Ministryin june afterthe  Director General be assisted by two addi- Sing servers at testing centres where they can  “has now become of ex-
NEET-UG paper leak. tional directors general, and OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS DEVELOPING CORE COMPETENCE then be printed. Another model suggestedis ~ amination and a sure way forward®, the

Here are some key recom- W) =] W.Y| | 9] directorsassignedtospecific 5 . R . " " iveri question paper via panel has also recommended that the NTA
mendations made by the panel, tasks, and said that the & redressal ing & vetti to each candidate, with the candidatesthen  collaborate with Kendriya Vidyalayas and
categorised thematically. EDUCATION agency should be staffed T | ?‘Pﬂ'*"“"S 3 "5 recording responses in an OMR sheet. Navodaya V'ldyalayas to develop digital in-

5 with "domain-specific hu- ®introducinga ?9‘5‘““ for W Ensuring security in storage & To verify the authenticity of themtoserve as
Limit NTA's scope es"anda with delivery of papers the panel has suggested a “Digi-Exam” sys- tmwulrr—bas('d testing centres.

The NEET-UG and UGC-NET paper leaks  domain knowledge”. Doy s ——, '} S—————————— tem. much like DigiYatra, where the primary The panel has said that “a nationwide
has put the functioning of the National . datai ing thec i --rﬂﬂhl mwko!abmnmsmmsmuttmts
Testing Agency (NTA) whichconducts these  InVolve state, district officials  portation of question papers with security  ficer” from the NTA to be the overall in-  the application stage, and their bi ‘within fayea
exams, under the scanner. The panel has suggested involving state  from the police or paramilitary forces. charge of the test in a centre, are verified at the testing centre. OI‘ s0, which will provide about 2.0-2.5 lakh

Noting thatthe NTA has “outstretched it-  and district-level authorities “in the way The panel has suggested that test centres testing capacity for conducting CBT in one
self to accommodate diverse requests from  elections are conducted”. Specifically, ithas e sealed in the presence of district admin- Improving testing pmcess Long-term measures session natiomvide”,

nany jes” inchuding tak- istration and police before an exam, and that The panel has It izati So far, the NTA has been conducting its
ing up recruitment tests, the panel hassug-  mittees at these levels comprising officials  these centres be guarded till they are de- afewdaystoacou-  and unification of tests” for issk tthe  examsin run schools and col-
gested that Mwshnuﬂpnnurdycm— of the NTA, the National Informatics Centre  sealed for the exam — much like polling plzufwmksl»‘otNEET—UG.nhassl@ened mthrgradumlwrl.nﬁwuuldimludchw— leges, institutes recognised by the AICTE, and
duct entrance exams till its capacity is  (NIC), police, and the Intelligence Bureau,  booths. The panel has also recommended  multi-stage testing (like JEE Main and  ing a unifc and cri-  private ce L
augmented. These i prepare i oV of testing centres. Advanced). teria, number ol scssm mode of testing,  duct the exams. Setting up more computer-

Since it was established in 2018, the NTA  to ensure transparent and fair exams, iden- Like polls have presiding officers, the Toprevent suspunusmd unnsual‘a[lo— among other things. ing centres is als help
has 244 tests, and tify testing centres, and ensure safe trans- has suggested having a “presidingof-  cation of testing centres, it ad- The panel lJowerthe NTA's reli

HUGE MARINE HEAT WAVEKILLED 4 MN

ALASKASEABIRDSIN

2014-16:STUDY

The birds fell victim to a domino effect tied to warm water. Wikimedia Commons

ARECORD-BREAKING marine heat wave
was behind the mass deaths of a species
of Alaskan seabirds, known as the com-
mon murres, nearly a decade agn, accord-

is that events like this are predicted to be-
come much more common, and we
haven't seen any signs of recovery at all
yet, eight years after the event.”

The ongoing transition in Syria

10days after the Bashar al-Assad regime collapsed, what is happening in Syria? What role is the HTS, which
controls the regime in Damascus, playing in the transition, and what challenges does it face going forward?

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

OVER THE past 10 days, two broad develop-
ments have been unfolding in Syria.

Prime Minister Mohammed al-Bashir has
been trying to stabilise the country, consol-
damnsnhmcgmups,amlmmmmmn
his transitional government ends on March
1 nextyear.

At the same time, Kurdish-controlled
Nm'thwv.—mmSyna(qu)hasbem brac-

ingtoanew study. For decades, the world's oce. q;m: Moh. d al-Bashir, head of the interim government in Syria, at the historic
The s, ‘G icand per- it pro- tial Turki TheUS Umayyad Mosque in Damascus on December 13, The New York Times
sistent Joss of common murres aftera  duced ind de-

marine heatwave', was published in the
journal Science last week.

“What we leamed was that it was just
way worse than we thought,” said Hea-

stroy ecosystems like forests, That heat
hastak " i roals dn

WTudmy)ushulcndown,dcspmanmds

key town of Manhij to the rebels.

forests and other marine ecosystems. The
ocean's surface

How has the so-called ‘transition”in Syria
since the fall of Bashar al-Assad

ther Renner, one of the study's authors  records over the last two years. on December 82 What role has the Hayat
and a supervisory wildlife biologist at the Tahnral Shnm[HTS).tht Sunm Islamist
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge.  How was the ? gr led th f the Baathist
mm:mmdsumdm:wmm~ mglmvphytdsuhr?
dy entists esti that half a million toa
More than four mil m millionof died from The Blob Progress of the transition
res died due to the marine heat wave,  in Alaska. The new research uses a differ- Prime Minister al-Bashir has a back-

which was nicknamed “The Blob", be-
tween 2014 and 2016, according to the
study. This was the
die-off of a single species of wild bird or
mammal.

A growing body of research believes
that murres were the victims of adomino

ent and more reliable method, leveraging
carlier data to analyse before and after
counts at 13 breeding colonies throughout
the Guif of Alaska and the Eastern Bering
Sea. The authors then extrapolated those
declines across the entire

“We saw exactly the same really clear

effect of oceanic ¢

water. It affec

mmhumphadwhalatnnallyfu‘mc

warm

signal at Vil lony.” Renner said.
“twasn't summlth:m. itwasallofthem”
Notably, while various species were

murres, itled to
depend on.
One of the most sobering revelations
inthe new study is that the birds have not
L-vmbcgunmmbuund
“If the foraging are good, |

by the Pacific manne hcat
wave, inc

all showed declines. That suggests !hc
oceanographic changes created “pinch
points” in the food web rather than, say,
taking out all

think there’s hope,” Renner said. “Our fear

YORKTIMES

@ Drishti IAS

Mukherjoe Nagar Classes have Shifted fo

NOIDA

SECTOR 15

d

ground as an administrator with the Syrian
Salvation Government (SSG) that has ruled
rebel-held Northern Syria — especially ldlib
—sinceits formation in 2017. Under him, the
country’s caretaker administration has fo-
cused on both internal and external fronts.

First, there has been an effort to present
aunited Syria.

CGeneral “welcomed" the commitment of the
caretaker administration to full humanitar-
ian access through all border crossings, con-
tinuity of essential services, engagement
with the “wider humanitarian community”,

and the ptm.'nmof minorities.
Thei ianaidto
pass through certain border crossings has

bngbun contentious — Russia has used its
LmSmmlyCmnxllvanwbhddrrmw-

military response that would distract from
the focus on rebuilding.
Role of the HTS

mmshsitkmscvcnymn experi-
rm(SSG)

inldlib that governed while it fought.

The SSG's rule was a mix of traditional
state-like administration and ideological
Islamist revivalism. Wh!lc the latter meant

challenge will be to check the jihadist incli-
nations of some of its affiliated fighters, as
well ial armed

sistance to Islamist tendencies of the type
seeninldlibin 2022,

Risks and challenges

The HTS faces two clearly identifiable
challenges going forward.

One, the group must reconcileits brand of
P“mtpmmwmﬂmnmdsufasn-
ble g — this means
mnmhxmmmbyummnmmnl

but which Tequire

concessions on their Islamism. Making this

Jjihadist forces, inchuding rermnants of ISIS, who
my! seek to fill the Islamist vacuum.
hat the Talib,

sibly give for their inability to concede on
women's rights, in the face of threats from
groups like the Islamic State Khorasan
Province (ISKP). In Syria, the site of jihadist
violence by the Islamic State across the 2010s,
this threat is arguably much higher.

Second, are the questions of Syria's rela-
tionships with Turkey and Israel.

The decision that Turkey makes on
whether to militarily engage the Kurdish-led
Swunmhcu(mﬂdmnn
its dynamics with HTS-controlled Damascus.

Israel has over the last five days, not uniy
re-occupied the Golan Heights and decisively
breached the 1974 Agreement on Disen-

mentof aid wi
in coordination with™ the Assad regime. The
cﬂnma_&end.ingﬂu‘sinwmltbbwsnt

new

Differences between i and

s0¢ s, and
extrajudicial killings, the former allowed al-
ternative avenues for the delivery of state
mlmmﬂmptopkmmc!aadspwzdx

wiith Syria, but has also focused on
destroying Syria's military, especially its air
power. On December 15, the Israeli govern-
ment made a unilateral announcernent that

jectives continue

to persist, however.
So, while the UN readout of Pedersen's

Leaders of the HTS/ SSG have all
armed factions that fought to oppose Assad
would be brought under the new defence
ministry. Mohammad Yasser Ghazal, who
has been brought from Idlib to head the
DznaxusClty(mmLhasmdm:Salvm

will be di under the

meeting’ for

The local mspunsc m the SSG adminis-
tration in kdlib mimicked that of the larger
Syrian population under Assad's control. The
SSG too, faced expressions of popular discon-

it

Golan Heights — deemed illegal by the inter-

national community, including India — to
“double the population” of the region.

acredible and inclusive political

based on UNSC Resolution 2254, SANA re-

ported that Jolani had rcqucstcd ctrtam
‘update” the

fore it could be implemented. Note that (hc

of 2254 calls for the inclusion of

newSynm Republic.

The new regime has also taken over key
apparatus of the Assad state, including the
Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) on
Dy 15.The i

women in the UN-facilitated transition.
Indeed, State Depammm spoh-spcrsan

tent — inchudi economic and

The Israeli bombardment of Syria's mili-
P ak'scr

actions
of the HTS.

In terms of economic performance, the
SSG-governed areas in Idlib did better than
regime-held territories. Rebel-held regions
were spared some international sanctions
such as those imposed under the US Caesar

Matthew Miller
ing with the new admmsu'ahnn which the
us ise. Theinter-

ing state institutions, albeit with the objec-
tive of reforming them, has enabled it to fo-
cus on the second, external, aspect.

The caretaker administration has been

GS

Course
._.,.umnem
(%, 165 | guensom |

L 9311 406 440

thelifting of sanc-
tions on the groups that now run Damascus.
AbuMohammad al-Joland, the leader of the
HTS, has secured direct engagements with
British, French, and German dipl as

Acton Assad Syria; however, the
HTS’s attempts to better lxonormc condi-

threattothe

hed occ the
Golan does. The Isracli occupation, as it in-
tensifies, will be increasingly harder to ig-
nore for both jolani the ‘pragmatist’ focused
on rebuilding Syria and protecting its sover-
eignty, and Jolani the Islamist militant whose
nom de guerre draws from the term 'Golan'.
It is useful to recollect that jolani show-

mﬂmﬂrmdm

ould be wary after the
otpcmnu‘vmh thzTahbm in Afghanistan,
Mntuwmncg’doﬂmﬂpmlscsmn

2020 back afttrTurkry’s economy un-
ravelied in
But the S5G did Ieam cruoal lessons in

as they continue to

On its part, the new Syrian administra-
tion has sought to reduce sources of tension
with the West in other areas. Hence, while
)olam!uscnbcuwlsmlsfmshucmpanon
ofthe Golan Height:

well as the UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir
Pedersen. On December 16, the UN Secretary

bardment of Syria, he has sought “diplo-
matic” solutions instead of committing to a

High cost of financing fiscal deficit: why the Gold

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHL DECEMBER 18

He the main attractive fe. 3

-hviw_ﬁm(NSF).pmvglﬁlﬂs.m

SG&sistt_mmrmturity.lhebuﬂsﬁm

SGBs are debt securities issued by the

tion price is based on a simple average of

Realisation and concerns

The view in the government is that the
cost of financing the fiscal deficit through
SGBs is quite high, and does not align with

THE GOVERNMENT i idering discon- India(RBI)on b the theclosing priceof gold of 999 purityofthe  the benefits accruing to investors from the
tinuing the Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB)  government. Each unit denotes a ) gram of i i d: scheme. Initially, there used to be 10
Scheme due to the high costof financing.  gold. These bonds offer the of of i tranches of SGBs in a year; it
Oﬂ‘mlsimuf!htviewﬁmscﬂswa! trading in the secondary market. Theinter-  the India Bullion and Jewellers EXPLAINED came down to four, and then
i tiveof estinSGBsis fixed at 25% perannumonthe  Association (IBJA) Ltd. totwo.
ments in gold, but the announcement in  amount of initial investment. These bonds offera better In July, the government re-
Budget 2024-25 cutting the i dutyon X holding gold in duced the customs duty on
gold has already met that objective and paysis md. since she physical form d andcosts  gold from 15% to 6% — the lowest in more
helped raise the demand for gold. priceat th of storage. Investors are assured of the  than adecade.
- o i i i market value of gold at the time of matu- ‘While this duty cut led to a decrease in
Scheme and B di Iy tothe| s rity and periodic interest. While the tenor ices, it Ited i i
TheG f Indi, hmkmmh!msmpqahkun of bonds is eight years, they can be re-  mand for the yellow metal. Since SGBs is an
cal deficit jousi in-  maturity,. incipal deemed after five years. investment option and not a social sector

ugs

services its experience in running
Idlib, especially during crises such as the
Covid-19 pandemic and the 2023 Turkey-
Syria earthquakes.

SSG leaders commissioned for duties in
Damascus are now looking to apply their lo-
cal experience on a country-wide scale. Their

cased his i ectarian

years after he rebranded himself as a prag-
matist —ina 2020 speech to HTS fighters, he
declared: “The enemies of God are striving
against the Sunnis not only in al-Shaam
(Syria) but all of the region. Therefore, you
are not just defending displaced people, but
the umsmah in its entirety.”

Bashir Ali Abbas is a research associate at

the Council for Strategic and Defence
Research, New Delhi

Bond scheme could end

scheme, the government is of the view that
there are not many benefits in continuing
with it.

In the Budget presented on July 23, the

of Rs 3,119. The value appreciation was
mare than double as the price for final re-
demption on August 5 was announced to
be Rs 6,938, in addition to the interest

Rs 18,500 crore from Rs 29,638 crore an-

d the eight-year period.
SGB Series Il bonds from 2016, which

However, no issuance of Sovereign
Gold Bonds has been made so far in the
current financial year (2024-25). Net bor-
rowing through SGBs has been cut to Rs
15, from
26,138 crore.

SGBs issued under Series | of 2016-17,
which were released on August 5, 2016,

were in March this year, pro-
vided a return of 126.4% over the invest-
ment value, along with the interest paid
over the eight-year holding period.

The RBI has also announced a window
dmIlgOmhﬂmdeMldlZOZShpm-
mature redemption of gold bonds issued
between May 2017 and March 2020,
Premature redemption of SGBs is permit-

Som that

weekof
August. These SGBs were issued at a price

ted after five of issue of
such bonds.
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From aid to trade

Delhi-Colombo economic partnership can become a model for South Asia,
enhance India’s Neighbourhood First Policy and its status as a regional power

(GANESHAN WIGNARAJA
AND MANJEET KRIPALANI

ON HIS STATE visit to India, Sri Lanka's new
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake was
given a ceremonial welcome by his counter-
part, President Droupadi Murmu, and re-
ceived with warmth by Prime Minister

di i In

thejoint

ply ING gas to Sri Lanka, enhance trade set-

tlements between the two countries, boost
i and.

courage Indian FDIin Sri Lanka.

Itis clear that India recognises a new Sri
Lanka — one that has moved on from just
security concerns to potentially a premier
partner in making South Asia a progressive
economic region in an uncertain global
economy. Dissanayake brings a different
politics to Sri Lanka domestically and inter-

‘eoples Power (NPP)
won the Presidential elections on
September 21, and the November 12 parlia-
mentary election with a two-thirds major-
ity — a first for Sri Lanka, indicating that all
Sri Lankans, across ethnic and economic
lines, voted for his “clean Sri Lanka” mani-
festo. Within two weeks of Di 's

- y X

.

are big business focussed. As geography de-
termines trade flows, these B2B ties can ex-

pan
closest to Sri Lank: i be-
thy and
firms. MSMES are the basis of the economies
of both countries.
SecunchwahlandColumboﬁnm
sider piloting a regional Production-Linked
hm(m)thaumthnhmm

win, Foreign Minister § Jaishankar travelled
to Colombo and invited the new President
to make a state visit to India.

Sri Lanka has been South Asia’s highest

facturing industries including solar panels,
electric vehides and electronics components.
This has reduced India’s dependence on im-
ports of items into which it seeks to make

—

C R Sastkumar

Nagapattinam to Kangesanthurai. This is
showing results particularly in northern S
Lanka, The Adani 2

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Given this history and the consistent failure of partisan governments to hold
credible elections, it has become evident that the caretaker government system
is one of the main safeguards for ensuring free and fair elections in Bangladesh.”

~ THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

An economic
tightrope

A$4 trillion economy will add to country’s
growing geopolitical heft. But 2025 could also bea
year of uncertainties in the global economy

ISHAN BAKSHI

THE YEAR 2025 is likely to be pivotal for the

Beve that the private sector will now step
up? Hupeismastraltgy
time to ex:

mﬂ\cdfmyol the production-linked
incentive scheme — anintegral part of this
government’s industrial policy. As per data
from ICRA, between 2021-22 and 2023-24
(RE), only Rs 11,535 crore was disbursed

and the subsequent design
schemne. Another Rs 21,086 crore has been
budgeted for this year, bringing the total to

Indian economy in many ways. around Rs 32,620 crore over four years. But,
There is a possibility of India overtak-  of the 13 industry segments, data shows
ing Japan to become (hc lmmh largen that m\@llya third of the entire amount is
economy in the This one segment — mobile
icant milestone and serve to reaffirmthe  phones. Another quarter is allocated to the
rmisti I smmnndmorscglmnns :mpbcsthx
the Indian formostof
Size does bring w:lh it signil ad- mentsa
vantages. A larger economy offers a bigger Alonxsnde the unstated strategy that
market and more explicit orim-

ties for the private sector. It will also gen-
erate more resources for the government,
whi:h if the political class so chooses, can

phm support toa few national champions,
bringing down the risks they are exposed
to,also needs to be re-examined. As the last

deployed to build the foun-  few years have shown, thlslsaﬂiwcdap—
John Keels holding, Sri Lanka's largest con- danmsufadurbpzd mnml\“mlmn— proach — inaglobalised world, risks cannot
glomerate, in developing the West Container Vs befully i
inal i 1 tran growing hefti im-
shq:smlnda. Anhcsamcnme thereisalsothevery  pact theiri Such
ipeli real the economy growingat  a strategy is unlikely to move the needle
d i agreed to less than 10 per cent in nominal terms for  significantly on investments and jobs. A
2023 but notyet started, next years. This d seem set of ies is needed to
pmpclshrSnlankas:mysecmrySomo mbtamnpuurylossulmmuumAs drive the investment cycle.
Srilanka'sdi penmcrmmpon.dm ing budget Itis i toask whether these
national fless than ldi by ind hij

roll om of dAng public mfrastruttun:
However,

may
IOpcrmnlhrﬁmmyn:nwcn That
would make it three years in a row. If the
economy settles intoa hwcrgmmhua-

iffwalls or be more closely integrated with
the global economy. So far, the govern-
ment’s approach to trade has been incon-

GDP per capita economy, reaching a peak of MadwayAirmrdmumddtdwm bridge between Denmark and Sweden has Jectory — d fro d f
$4388in 2017 Its fall,in five 0833431  PU scheme to Indi. make so- mlwdscrmqsmmSnla\h muyllyll pcrcunt—l(mllmunlyhavc
qma.waabhwmthnm\lmymmdy lar panels in Sri Lanka will limit the risks of Sri Lanka's economy is i froma incomes, em-
since he was President, overseas investment and build regional sup- crippling debt default and economic crisis. ploymcn! and mdlsmhuuon but also for
has confirmed that Sri Lanka will continue keygoal Indian aid and an IMF were in- debt-deficit dynamics.
with its 17th IMF programme but with in- lmlndia 'sChina+1 strategy. in the economic The big unknown for India, and the
creased social spending to reduce high Third, it’s time to conclude an upgraded Sri Lanka's economy i Tc vals duri inter global economy, is what will happen after
poverty. He is improving governance by India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agmcmcnl (FTA). tabilising f xiondi January 20 when Donald Trumpis swornin
adopting anti-corruption measures, digitis-  India-Sri Lanka trade negotiations resumed St irom aceipy e forei Th i asus Pu-sldem. Trump has already stated
P tsirg agr under former President Ranil Wickremasi- debt default and e eagerly rly 2025.A Canada,
The bilateral agreements with Indiawill  nghe and there was expectation of an early crisis. Indian aid and an IMF ited rsoc ing, the island Mmcumdmmwmlemsmldmlbe
harvest investment agreement in 2024, facesthe i tic,a period of volatility is

help him continue these efforts and change

the talks paused as the new Sri

programme wu.rc
lin the

economic turnaround.
Tuunsm arrivals during the

Dis L took stockof i
ic crisis. mmmmdcrmdmchplxsmmm;
Ithas y.whichis nego-

agreed to help Sri Lanka in the digialisation  tiating
ofits public servi " - ¥

which p achi ingani in2025and a
ofthe P made for de de ‘|n2026 covering
protection and anti-cormuption. On his part, inv-

Dissanayake reiterated he would respect

India's security concems. No specific mention
was made of the $440 million Adani wind
power project for Sri Lanka, signed in 2023,

estment and trade facilitation. There can also
s s X ¢

sues such as intellectual property, competi-
tion policy and government procurement,
iti right. To allevi:

whichDi recon-

sider or annul if elected.
It's a promising start, and there's much
more that can elevate the bilateral to make it

mestic Sri Lank

winter season have
increased, bringing in much
need foreign exchange. The
country’s new budget is
cagerly awaited in early 2025.
Apart from limited fiscal
space for social spending, the
island faces the serious risk

India can maintain

of repay (capital) on

for Sri Lanka in the new deal — andmnsdﬁ

like the close Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos PDR, for instance, in the
Greater Mekong sub-region.

First, Sri Lanka can broaden its engage-
ment beyond Tami southern

ng some aid for trade. This will
h:lp to fuszr B2B ties, stimulate imward in-
westment, and provide for market access, and
mpiamrymupuznm.

Fourth, i is vital for

Indian states, through business-to-business
(B2B)ties. Traditionally, Indian and Sri Lankan
business collaborations have been led by the

chamby inindia the

trade and tourism. Indigo and Air India have
increased flights between Indian cities and
Colombo airport. Palaly Airport inJafna has

QI and FICCI in New Delhi, and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce in Colombo, which

b i =y

ferry service|
started to cover 60 nautical miles from

its 1 debt starting in
2028 if it is unable to
generate sufficient foreign
exchange though trade-led
growth. Working in
partnership with the IMF
and World Bank, India
should stand ready to

help if Sri Lanka falters a
second time.

onitsexternal debt startingin 2028 if itis un-
able to generate sufficient foreign exchange

ship with the IMF and World Bank, India
ready to help if Sril
asecond time.
lndnslrswnhBanMeshammnzd

ccptzdashurt-tmanudnymﬂawdanm
swap after China cooled about request for
aid. Nepal's PM K P Sharma Ofi just signed a
!rmmmxmcmnwnhcm toimple-

lih:lytnusu:

This volatility, coupled with the likeli-
hood of higher interest rates in the US and
a strong dollar, will continue to test RBI's
defence of the currency. With inflation
moderating, the central bank will also be
under pressure to cut interest rates to ar-
rest flagging growth. However, rate cuts
will put further pressure on the rupee. So
far, !hzlmhxbmnrrylngmmdmcum

But
somcdnng has to ngc It must be asked:

mentthe Belt

under
Taliban rule, Afghanistan risks becoming a
regional centre for narcotics trade and ille-
gal migration, as does Myanmar. Relations
with Pakistan remain in cold storage.
These issues concern both India and Sri

Who sh level of the cur-
rency — the market or the central bank?
And with growth slowing, how long can
monetary policy be restrictive when tht
is expec
path of fiscal consolidation?
Mptrmegldcpathamwnczd inthe

Lanka A

sistent, both fear — RCEP —and
ahesitant embrace — the Australia and UAE
trade deals. But with other countries hav-
ing benefitted more from the China plus
one play, the question is whether the indian

ist and ive about trade
Will the FTAs with the UK and the EU

Unless private investments and ex-
ports pick up, growth s likely to be lower,
especially as the government’s capacity
to increase capital spending will be fur-
ther restricted by its rising committed ex-
penditure — the Eighth Pay Commissionis
imminent. While the government has re-
cently stated that as of now it has no plans
to set up a new commission — going by
past trends, it should ideally be set up next
year as the salary revision should be due
in 2026 — the pressure from employeesis
only likely to increase. This will impact not
only the Centre’s finances but also that of
state. Centre-state fiscal re-
lations will also change with the 16th
Finance Commission expected to submit
its recommendations later next year, How
the commission balances multiple com-
peting interests will not only have conse-
quences for fiscal architecture, but also on
the fiscal contours within which political
issues are raised, promises made, and
elections contested.

In this in global and domestic
it rhe less hec-

en- 43pzrmnulGDPlhlsyv:ifm45p=rcm
hance India’ Policy and nextyear fis-
India’s status as a regional power. cali to With
ment upml _q)mdmg unlnlm}y to sustain
Wignarajais Professorial Fellow for Trade and the momentum — its capex to GDP ratio
Economics and Kripalani is the Executive has likely peaked — the question is: Will
Director & co-founder at 1y House: i finally pick upthe
Indian Council on Global Relations ment baton? None of the fiscal levers used

His experiments with sound

Zakir Hussain's dialogues with other artistes created a new vocabulary for tabla

ANEESH PRADHAN

sofar

tic election calendar — the only state elec-
tions due next year are Dethi and Bihar —
will give the government the space to fo-
cuson policy, not just manage the optics,

Za. _ i g

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CRITIC'S BURDEN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Supreme
jury?' (IE, December 18). On what
grounds would M S Subbulakshmi's
grandson's plea be accepted b{‘lht

CHRONICALLY ONLINE

THIS REFERS tothe editorial, Touch grass'
(IE, December 17). The emergence of
short videos on social media has short-
ened our attention spans. Every social

ITISNOT! afi- athak. n'mm nbla,-- This i (hn Supreme Court? If it is to enforce media app has incorporated these con-
mudnsmwuthsohmm other instances wi i will, which forbade any award, grantor  cisetexts and videos, which can be detri-
cultural muslcal mscmbles hkzthcpalh Dsptzmsmnnmmmumrabhax of*Zakir Hussain™ at airports and stations. Like statue in her name, then it implies that  mental to our health. With this type of
eraTh sdr tra- his e for feature films. all organisations, be it colleges or univer- mimnbangrmdﬂyiviihblcmpupu-
ditionand e.Howeverthis  part of my musical memory. pudﬁnnsfmmifx solo He: i Y sities, whi nsti h lations )rmmy
ly i 1y than the Punjab gh and Dust and in Sauz directed by Sai Paranjpe. in her name, have to be reissued.If this ~ tosee
of truly  ofthe inwhich his father established whmhshdkrbclungcd.l'hswndumh Zakir Hussain was not one to be stopped is not the case, then T M Krishna, who  do to us, The study in the editorial also
epochal The observation would be most ap-  himself as an important tabla player in Jed him to by iticism of which he had a fair share. His was otherwise found suitable for the  confirms the environmental costs. While
ate Mumbai (then Bombay) after the 1950s.  present T had led ions with awald.camw( be denied this privilege  we cannot disregard the importance of
tro Zakir Hussain, Decemnber 16. then was firmly rooted inthe  tobe. i ithhim A tabla’s vocabulary, the tonal palette of the in- tualcritic  social media, breaking away from itis
Hls conmbuuon to thcworld ofubla. to nbhtrxinmsafﬂmﬂeh&xmumm sorts in the way traditionalists changed the  strument, its technique, all of which were pre- of MS's legacy. This pleaundenminesthe  equally important.
i music, and to the laRakhaarivedin -~ way! i HONs Was 1 i criticism. Nirat Daga, Howrah
dulognmsmm:symmd\akhnn Delhlfmmhhomand mvedeumhax their appeeciation for his recital several years  mic intricacies that were part of his musical LR Murmau, New Dedhi
ated orwas a part of, i Indeed, g by i ago at the Ch School in Dadar, lyi DISSANAYAKE VISIT
there have been great tabla players in every i initschoice of vocab- i. Present at this concert were many  ancesof the Camatic system. During the Covid FAITH OR FAIRPLAY > = e
generation, but the content of what he ex-  ulary and rhythmx perspective. He gained senumdjuuu THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Building
i on social media. Reaching out to THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘An inter-  bridges'(IE, December 18), The meeting
ner of presentation is incomparable. most inviting. It was this style that Zakir  diffes ictwist  the audi ly nal matter of Sikhs" [IEDeceme'r 18).  between Sri Lankan President Anura
chof hi isdocumented,  Hussain i andtook forwardinaman-  that he gave to these i asa Inrecent years, he hadc Sukhbir Kumara Dissanayake and PM Narendra
bulitmedsmbcnlysedhrmmcmnpm nerthat ifitaly parallel i cnlsctsofmmnsmper{nnmnmm thcmuynldncl\kalﬁkhmmml Modi in New Dethi marksa critical junc-
hend i i his vi His father's styleof Perhaps, ' myulnl. un:hmgzs and others strictly about his faith, andoverlapped  ture in Indo-Lanka relations.
sion That ician: was also novel and he went  and openness to absorb from var- .‘mm i with his role as Deputy Chief Minister.  Dissanayake's visit signifies Colombo's
mIMu:ﬂxmslhcwwldaRsm@lrum on totake it to new heights. However, theex- i i have A it The SAD is a registered political party  trust in the partnership for its recovery.
come perience that Zaldr Hussain gained while ac- b i not mi US  itsimpacton musicians will surely be under- regulated by the law of the countryand  The nation's significance as India’s clos-
For students of music like me, Zakir i i i where he i with i taken But when we celebrate his ife and work, the ECI. The intervention of any reli-  est maritime neighbour ensuresitocou-
Hussain and his music have been part of our  expanent Ravi Shankar Ali  musicians from the world of jazz. Hi ind iate hi dy in political decisions could ~ piesa in New Delhi's strate-
musical reality since avery earfy age. Istillre-  Akbar Khan, and later with santoor wizard  resulted i andlive  creath thanim- send the wrong signals. An effective  gic outlook. By advancing mutual

member the first time [ witnessed aperform- ~ Shivkumar Sharma and bansuri virtuoso  concerts involving musicians from various  itate him. For. imitation is a gross injustice to takeover of the party by the Akal interests, India and Sri Lanka are poised
ance that featured him along with his father,  Harij Chaurasia, evi i i the memory of geniuses like him who spent Takht is harmful for both, and the mfag:nzwpathsfmnmpnrmn ina
il nities for him in the sphere of theirli i ar larger polity. rapidly
Iwas seven oreight years old. Over theyears,]  tablaacc ic. stowedon hlmampmolufrhtmridwﬂn Sankar Paul, Nodia Khokan Das, Kolkaro
1 i i His musical conversations with such cele- mgnmhchasmmdmnr@&dtst F isatabk mm
and as an accompanist to Hindustani instru-  brated artistes gave a fresh colour to stylesof  wasthe Tec afterhe i i
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‘WORDLY WISE
IT’s NOT ABOUT AN OVER. EACH BALL
DELIVERED IS AN EVENT.
— RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

ThelndianEXPRESS Ty the name of Constitution

@ FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A STRIFE TOO LONG
Behind renewed farmers’ agitation is Punjab’s growing agrarian
crisis. State and Centre must come mgtther to frame solutions

What could have been amoment of introspection

transformed into theatrical exchanges in Parliament

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

IT 1S DIFFICULT to say whether the ongoing
posturing over the Cnmmnon is ﬁmny or

'SADO-OR-DIE battle. That i heS-kmlong  tragic
red the amrit moment — 75th year — there

encampment of farmers along the Khanauri border between Punjab and Haryana, ter 2 ye

where Jagjit Singh Dallewal i " It's Day 23, and Dallewal, the co- has been alot of unfruitful manthan — churn-

Non-political) — which,

ing — in the political arena over what our
Pt

MmhurNbcdu[lixstmmnn@mmnNmb— tectit. L u,"’mg
p.u...spmmmwtm doesnot

fa ksmhpuhncalphycrsmdulm
farm nalhuzlamﬂpa~ Follawmsrﬂm\:?umjodnvmmmp
ithi ongress went into over-
mﬁnmmwmnm g byh";; drive over the “red book”. They attacked the
ruling party for its violation and subversion
M)&GumeﬁuOurmjﬂﬁnghOmmhasaddedwmghtdekwalsdumndby of the Constitution and, to some extent, made

recommending a legal guarantee of MSP. o S e %
Whike SKM(Non-political) i £ the that voters were swayed away from the BJP

SKM, which spearheaded the previous agitation, had earlier distanced itself from them.
Even so, the Union government engaged with the movement, holding several rounds of

because of this, at least the Constitution be-
h o 12 o
of the Congress was rather vacuous because

talks in February, leading to what Punjab Chief Minister an"“out-
of-the- ion,” i i P jab the next five

ment. In all probability, Congress workers
continue tobe clueless about the substantive

at of the farmers” morch:

hndthmbctncmﬁl!dmthﬁrmmsmmwmmlwud&hm

the
Cynnly this move was seen as an attempt
towin over the Dalits — as if the Constitution
mattered only to them.

As the year comes to an end, the Prime
Minister has paid back in the same coin of

clashes, whi D €a2l-y
The! atSh mdayi
h the f suppart the pr agitation, especially
ammdwdmhsmuamtﬂxﬂnckdﬁbrbusu!sshmﬁmﬂuwmip-
Courtin toad

dress the farmers’ grievances. Earlier this month, union leaders made another attempt to

i The small difference is that
whlkCAmyessatgmd ﬂmﬂannstmmun

mmmmmmmwmwwlmwr s failing the violations of yesterday matter the most.
Isn't this ic?

adraft icultural which many in Punjab view There seem to be three different ways in

vith jicion, fearing ec ‘“hrmhws is which the Constitution has come under at-

the i b ion i i tack. Right from the time of its commence-

tion, Yet wary of market forces that i hy ds o ment, criticism was offered that the
Constitution was an alien document, that it

agunnbrcdpnc:.ll’sanoldw\i)lﬂndutm;lruimwsnhﬂunﬂ:!ﬂtzmduf:l preiipoR pe spmﬁral!y.n

y forward. P - 8

TRADE BARRIERS

India's exports fall as global outlook turns uncertain.
Trump's tariff’ thneat calls for deﬁ handling

hen those of-

m bnng a rupture and build a new

ThePM

Ilhelndclmﬁrdmmﬂleul#hrnmp-
nmxsbﬂs,xdns.mrumnmsardu&d

uﬂabimybrmfmmmm he

sought
democratic pnlmans wull not trespass and

foran isex-
panding under his leadership in the judicial,
legislative and academic universes. Is this
funny or tragic?

The second attack has been through
practice. Unless those for whom the
Constitution is drafted adopt a healthy re-
spect for it and translate it into actual prac-
tice, it is bound to remain a mute idol. In

ndia, even as the Preamble was recited in
schools and colleges, we the people always
gave short shrift to its objectives — liberty,
equality, justice and, above all. fraternity. No

alsothati
hmlszmﬂmm.ﬂdhwzmnqiaad.
‘What needs to be learned from this mis-
take? One lesson could be the need to evolve
political consensus on adequate protection
for citizens from the state and ensure that
unseemly effects of the First Amendment are
undone. Since both the BJP and the Congress
stand by the Constitution, that should not be
difficult. Pending this, all parties can pledge
that they will not harass dissenters, arrest
citizens at mtdmpula hat.appme bail ex-

wonder
often found ways of using }htf

cept likelyto
be i with, or unleash
agenci Moareover, self-

as
than reasoned regulation. If today the gov-
emment is undermining the Constitution,
it is due to the deep-rooted rejection of the
ideaoflimited government. The last 75 years
snnd nsnnmlymourp«:hmtiursam
morality at the altar of

doubt rather than self-assurance should
mark law-making and its implementation
when there is a clash between state power
and ditizen rights.

Asfor the
Cnmmsnsﬂlmmacmdmmmm

fied the Consumnnn. Thc criticism about

. llumsdnmnfmlmThxshneofamcko‘-
As is customary these days, good, CEIES
no amlvms is mmpluc wclhm etc. thei i
without ] fal morality. is set to fundamentally rewrite parts of the
8 Against this backd 3 o s .
Nehru. PMs attack too this e i oy

implied the mistake Nehru
made in the matter of the
First Amendment. While it
is a political tragedy thata
PM presiding over the most
vicious application of
existing laws targeting
dissent should remind us of
this, let us face Nehnu's

clety.

fering this criticism realised the value of po-
litical/civil liberties, this criticism became
somewhat muted. Today, even as the PM is
mnllim the wiu:s of the! Constitution, crit-

ke. Nehru's mistak
was that he was a child of the
democratic movement which
believed in the capacity of

lcctual r:spenablllty It argues lha( thc

h_rnn\-:
b!pmldofwhxourﬁnﬁdmschmdu

thep holders to be
constrained — it trusted
their discretion and ability
for self-regulation.

often been through attempts to amend,
reform, vaw and now, Indianise
the G

ckcmnltydr

‘While the contradictions in our political
life between intent and rhetoric, claims and
practices,

II' hc meant thr Emergncy{ri amcnd-

tragicthat
a solemn moment s transformed into the-

ments,
undone subsequently. If the PM had lhe
amendments from the late Sixties in mind

atrical rather tion,
Above all. what we can leam from the ex-
perience of constitutional democracy over

what

— the 24th and 25th forin-  the!
stance — orrectedby il
the 1973 Mncn!a Blmnn ruling. isri i
But as is customary these days, noanaly-  (of faimess). There is also tension between
sis is complete without blaming Jawaharlal thcmtllmnufmlmamh’:smpcdwhx

Nehru PM's attack too implied the mistake
Nehru made in the matter of the First
Amendment. thle itisa polmtal u’agdy
thataPM themaost

plication of existing laws targeting ds!m
should remind us of this, let us face Nehru's
mmmwwu'smishltwasthxhcwan
childof which be-

lieved in (heupmryufmrpowzr—lddm

Insuchmo-

ments, M and
by the rulers appear democratic and attrac-
tlvc but in the long run, unlcss the

Bmupammmatzmmlylsmﬁmny

The writer, based in Pune,

NDIA'S TRADE DATA InOctober,
zwlsy!waaspa:mlarﬁlpcrcmHm this momentum was not sus-
Asper
mmmdbynmnﬁipnczmmhembummemhmm
continueto upward, 27 percenti As the trade
$37.84 billion — thisi reg-
mzmdmumfnslmmm(mi-&nm)nfmuyacm&mmmmm
the: it for the full year expected.
Thedi d the declin
leum. i by 7.7 per cent in and 74 pcrmmwfarmzs

year. Exports of electronic and engineering goods have continued to fare well, growing
by54 permnand 1375pcf(!nnmmv:lymNuvtmThummmwtswn

MORE MONEY, LESS PROBLEMS

Wealth tax in India will boost economic growth. The roadblock is political will

ARUN KUMAR

drivenby to$149 bl
3 Abill lmyur While: sharp rise in gold
P i lated de snl‘aruusynrpdmwtsmwal—
rmnSOpurccm.Gi-‘m imports have wil il nmdsrvrm-
stance, crud 9 i after hittinga 12 October,

‘while iron and steel imports fell sharply. The services data accompanying this data re-
lease indicates that services exports ise exports in
However, this data is an csnmimnandmll be revised following RBI's release.

merc

THEEDITORIAL, 'PICKETTY'S rights, wrongs'
(IE, December 17)is correct in its assessment
of inequality, demand and taxation in India.
But, one could disagree with the conclusion
that taxation of wealth would be disruptive
while not generating revenue for public
goods, [t is argued that recent reforms have
broadened the tax base, which should lead

US President-elect Donald Trump to additional revenue.

h 40 Canada and China aoi As per the Union Budget 2024-25, the

Centre's tax collection according to the esti-

's
;rmsedlndu Wﬂs.pummgspmﬁcallymm:mpummﬂmfmm GDPwould be 1178 percent withdi-
roducts. The P tis ing 7 per cent. Additi
il lot. ‘want to charge uﬂwsﬁmwmhmmdwnmﬂr e m,..p‘

same thing™ i Indian bodies, mcDPmammd

pmduns During the first Trump presidency, India had lost duty free access under the

I7p¢rc¢nLT!us|skacumpamdtunm

DEAR EDITOR,

top 3 per cent in the income ladder could
be checked.

wealth tax at 2 per cent would be Rs 25. So,
ummmmmzwuldhzksﬁpnsmm

I DISAGREE Despite tax reforms, there are only 90 this, cent
5 million (6.5 per cent of the population) tax- snnunhrnn|mhemmks 15. This
Aﬁxmq.!ﬂyu)lumnln payers. But, only about 15 million are effec-  return of 1.2 per cent would be way below
which we invite readers to tive taxpayers. About half of the 90 million  that on bank fixed deposits.
tell us why, when they file nil rest pay negligible tax. So, funds
differ with the editorial So. i d the di b‘“"““‘f and share
i ibution of i is highly Evenif from their

. nf"l'hclndhnEpr

are taxed, the numbers

will not rise much. The real problem is the
taxation of services — the dominant sector
of the economy.

How can more revenue be raised for de-
vdq)mnl"Nm bymam Ims.sm they

vestments, growth will be boosted.

The real problem could be the flight of
capital,the decline of the Rupee and the BOP.
Stricter capital controls would be needed
rzmpmarﬂy Animal spims m:ybt damp-

G md. hich affected $5.7 h|lhmmmdn- other counmu whxch means Thak is whrre wealth tax cnmes m nsmaxm|nm.-ascd dcmami.(unrmly
ports.C i nav- ‘Wealth, largely fﬂl l i up M P
4 S R it : . and ‘health leading to low productivity and ite f o thete recorded, so it can be taxed. i
fypanthiis puctondof - i D‘:"";‘, ‘9“; “fl‘l’:'“”(:;‘“ wealth largel fnancil i the tockmar. _Inbril,weathax s feasible in India It
denwdandslawdownofgmh Areonty N m; ”“_ 3 pex in India also hold real will boost tax collections to fund greater in-
Low tax collectionisa msunuf blackin- cent of the population) wh:ch is registered, evenif benami. Therea-  vestments in social sectors, resulting in a
o According to . But, only about 15 itwas  more higher eco-
WELL PLAYED ASI—IWIN mates, the top 1 per cent on the income lad- mil’li(;n are cffccﬁv; deliberately made complicated by allowing  nomic growth and reduced mcthry 1If
’ der eam 22 per cent of the national income. taxpayers. About half of the concessions, loopholes, etc. Now, with digi-  structured right, the black economy will de-
. Projecting that further, the top 5 per cent ¢ S YRy ¢ i i i dline, yielding even more direct taxes. The
He had all tricks to bamboozle the best batsmen. may be earning about 40 per cent of the in- 90 million file nil returns if there is political will. roadblock s political will.
His record speaks for his pmwess with the ball Foménm‘ means im bl:x b:ﬂxn’on and the rest pay negligible Mmm‘l na.mwemm:\zdmm e
NI PR from this 5 per cent s! al 10per B o bim hinda dasiiil lation. A wealth tax woul ingdownthe  Kumar is retired professor of Economics, JINU
t{B!E:MDBEENwsd N . oA ¥ late, cent of GDP at an average tax rate of 25 per tax. So, the tax I“,M l}ma_ms prices. Take Reliance Industries; its share and author of Indian Economy’s Greatest
but on cent. Much more tax could potentialiybe ~ narrow and the distribution price is Rs 1,250 At PJE ratio of 25, the return Crisis: Impact of the Coronavirus and
it came as a surprise. He had played the recent pink-ball Test in Adelaide and collected if black income generation by the of income is highly skewed. is4 per cent or Rs 50 on the share value. The the Road Ahead
was'npnsmmamrﬁmwhmnﬂmd hlnpmnus Inﬂe India are still in
the runni ...,...,Tmr‘ i tro
phythat i of reach could
mwmnmmmﬂmkls.mumbmwha!hxpmund
bodyare e - Withun- DECEMBER 19,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
mmmlyahnunmpwpensmwmavﬁnumandmdusma'l‘c!mmmil
months away,he must havefeltthat thi Ashwin PAK A1D TO HIJACKERS me:; S;:u’lhudmunstrmmlmw plwd:_lybe!;ll’dmﬂnslcnmkdjinm,
il ninthe Bhalla, EC secretary.

selectors’

the ball, even if Ashwin's batting
Ashwin

aside. But

updililytl'm brought h‘i’m sixTe

They knew that he

all the tricks — ﬂxgm.g\nlz drift, accuracy, side-spin, uvcrspnandabwullar;\ubiy
The list of

e raised his game against the best in the business.

, his numbers in India are much better than they are for away games,
for which he was often not considered. Ashwin, more than anyone, was instrumental in
Indusll ymrls—smcswmnugmkalm but he has never been a one-trick pony.
Zealand without Ashwin

ir own den.

thereis

THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT has lodged a
strong-worded complaint with the
International Civil Aviation O

US," the Democrat Senator said. | hope this
" he added.

(ICAD) against Pakistan for having resorted
to an “unlawful act” by giving a pistol to the
hijackers of an Indian Airlines Boeing 737
taken forcibly to Lahore on August 24in 1984,

US ON BHOPAL TRAGEDY
USSENATOR STEPHEN Solarz said he plans to

ing US abroad to have the same
’ i inthe

POLL POSTPONED
THE ELECTION COMMISSION d

PM: VOTE FEARLESSLY

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi asked the
mcmuﬂmm&a&ly The cen-
mmh

the Lok Sabha election in the entire Bhopal

afterthe gas hahg:fmmdtumedCaM

pesticide factory. Election Commission secre-
tary, K Ganesan, told newsmen that a new

anywnofurmunny he said. Gandhi said
he was told Ihat some Oppusmnn leaders
mcer-

pn. mzmnmtmsmwmhmnlu

date was being ¢ and would be

epaper.indianexpressicom - .

vot-

ing rights, Gandhi said.
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How scientists are exploring what
extraterrestrial life could look like

Advanced forms of life on alien planets could be so strange that they are unrecognisable. As astrobiologists try to detect life off earth, they will need
to be creative. One strategy is to measure mineral signatures on the rocky surfaces of exoplanets, since mineral diversity tracks biological evolution

Chuis lmpey

e have only one example
of biology forming in the
universe: life on earth.
But what if life can form

in other ways? How do you look for alien
life when you don’t know what alien life
might look like?

These questions are preoccupying
astrobiologists, who are scientists who
look for life beyond earth. Astrobiologists
have attempted to come up with universal
rules that govern the emergence of
complex physical and biological systems
both on earth and beyond.

I'm an astronomer who has written
extensively about astrobiology. Through
my research, I've learned that the most
abundant form of extraterrestrial life is
likely to be microbial, since single cells
can form more readily than large
organisms. But just in case there’s
advanced alien life out there, I'm on the
international advisory council for the
group designing messages to send to
those civilisations.

Detecting life beyond earth
Since the first discovery of an exoplanet
in 1995, over 5,000 exoplanets, or
planets orbiting other stars, have been
found. Many of these exoplanets are
small and rocky, like earth, and in the
habitable zones of their stars. The
habitable zone is the range of distances
between the surface of a planet and the
star it orbits that would allow the planet
to have liquid water, and thus support
life as we on earth know it.

The sample of exoplanets detected so
far projects 300 million potential
biological experiments in our galaxy
300 million places, including I

Aslice of the Esguel metecrite. This type of meteorite is from the core-mantie boundary of an ancient planetoid that was smacked apart billions of

YEars agO. DOUG BOWNAN

definition of life leads to some important
but unanswered questions. Is Darwinian
evolution universal? What chemical
reactions can lead to biology off earth?

and other bodies such as moons, with
suitable conditions for biology to arise.
The uncertainty for researchers starts
with the definition of life. It feels like
defining life should be easy, since we
know life when we see it, whether it’s a
flying bird or a microbe moving in a drop
of water. But scientists don't agree on a
definition, and some think a
comprehensive definition might not be
possible.

NASA defines life as a “self-sustaining
chemical reaction capable of Darwinian

lution.” That means witha

complex chemical system that evolve by
adapting to their environment.
Darwinian evolution says that the
survival of an organism depends on its
fitness in its environment. T’he evolution
of life on earth has p 1 over

¥ ¥
All life on earth, from a fungal spore to a
blue whale, evolved from a microbial last
common ancestor about 4 billion years
ago. The same chemical processes are
seen in all living organisms on earth, and
those processes might be universal. They
also may be radically different elsewhere.
In October 2024, a diverse group of
scientists gathered to think outside the
box on evolution. They wanted to step
back and explore what sort of processes
created order in the universe — biological
or not - to figure out how to study the
emergence of life totally unlike life on
earth. Two researchers present argued
that complex systems of chemicals or
minerals, when in environments that
allow some configurations to persist
better than others, evolve to store larger

billions of years tmm single{ellcd
organisms to large animals and other
species, including humans. Evolution is
the process of change in systems. It can
describe how a group of something
becomes more complex - or even just
dxﬂmm over time.

are remote and h

of information. As time goes by,
the system will grow more diverse and
complex, gaining the functions needed
for survival through a kind of natural
selection.

They speculated that there might be a
law to describe the evolution of a wide
v:mely of physical systems. Biological

of millions of times fainter than their
parent stars, so studying them is
challenging. Astronomers can inspect
the atmospheres and surfaces of
earth-like exoplanets using a method
called spectroscopy to look for chemical
signatures of life. Spectroscopy might
detect signatures of oxygen in a planet’s
atmosphere, which microbes called
blue-green algae created by
photusymhcsls on carth mcral billion
years ago,

through natural selection
would be just one example of this

b law. In biology, information
refers to the instructions stored in the
sequence of nucleotides on a DNA
molecule, which collectively make up an
organism's genome and dictate what the
organism looks like and how it functions.
1f you define complexity in terms of
information theory, natural selection will
cause 4 genome to grow more complex
as it stores more information about its

uhlch md)calc plzm life. NASA's

Complexity might be useful in

All life on earth, from a fungal
spore to a whale, evolved from a
microbial last common ancestor
about 4 billion years ago. The
same chemical processes are seen
in all liv

universal

measuring the boundary between life
and nonlife. However, it's wrong to
conclude that animals are more complex
than microbes. Biological information
increases with genome size, but
evolutionary information density drops.
Evolutionary information density is the
fraction of functional genes within the
genome, or the fraction of the total
genetic material that expresses fitness for
the environment. Organisms that people
think of as primitive, such as bacteria,
have genomes with high information
density and so appear better designed
than the genomes of plants or animals. A
universal theory of life is still elusive.
Such a theory would include the
concepts of complexity and information
storage, but it would not be tied to DNA
or the particular kinds of cells we find in
terrestrial biology.

Implications for scarch for life
Researchers have explored alternatives to
terrestrial biochemistry. All known living
organisms, from bacteria to humans,
contain water, and it is a solvent that is
essential for life on earth. A solvent is a
liquid medium that facilitates chemical
reactions from which life could emerge.
But life could potentially emerge from
other solvents, too. Astrobiologists
William Bains and Sara Seager have
explored thousands of molecules that
might be associated with life. Plausible
solvents include sulfuric acid, ammonia,

liquid carbon dioxide, and even liquid
sulphur. Alien life might not be based on
carbon, which forms the backbone of all
life's essential molecules - at least here
on Earth. It might not even need a planet
to survive.

Advanced forms of life on alien planets
could be so xmme that they’re

unrec try to
detect st agethyghey Snebedao e control
creative. One strategy is to measure
mineral signatures on the rocky surfaces
of exoplanets, since mineral diversity
tracks terrestrial biological evolution, As
life evolved on earth, it used and created
minerals for exoskeletons and habitats.
The hundred minerals present when life
first formed have grown to about 5,000
today. For example, zircons are simple
silicate crystals that date back to the time
before life started. A zircon found in
Australia is the oldest known piece of
earth’s crust. But other minerals, such as
apatite, a complex calcium phosphate
mineral, are created by biology. Apatite is
a primary ingredient in bones, teeth, and
fish scales.

Another strategy to finding life unlike
that on earth is to detect evidence of a
civilisation, such as artificial lights or the
industrial pollutant nitrogen dioxide in
the atmosphere. These are examples of
traces of intelligent life called
technosignatures. It's unclear how and
when a first detection of life beyond earth
will happen. It might be within the solar
system, or by snitfing exoplanet
atmospheres, or by detecting artificial
radio signals from a distant civilisation.
The search is a twisting road, not a
straightforward path. And that's for life as
we know it ~ for life as we don’t know it,
all bets are off.

(Chris Impey is University Distinguished
Professor of Astrononty, University of
Arizona. This article is republished from
The Conversation.)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Nobody can hear your answers in the void...

Vasudevan Mukunth The world's first practical ¥ consisted of light — and , the

of a chamber containing a vacuum, a second most abundant particles in
~ heated cathode, and an anode. When  the universe. Fill in the blank.
QUESTION 1 an alternating curent was applied o Answers to the December 17
In 1643, X filled a tall cylindrical the circult, electrons could only flow quiz
container closed at one end with from the heated electrode to the L Codename of USAF exercise to

liguid mercury, then turned it upside
down on a basin of mercury until the
contalner was fully vertical. The
mercury in the container dropped by
some height but not further, leaving
behind a vacuum in the receptacle.
Name X. Hint: One unit of measuring
vacuum s named for him.

b

QUESTION 2

An (ncandescent light bulb contains

& vacuum or an Ineet gas so that the
filament doesn't undergo a chemical

reaction called whenitis Visual: Sun dogs
heated to produce light. Fill in the QUESTION 5 First contact: K.N. Viswanathan |
blank. While space is mostly empty, It's Chandan Kumar Singha | Ankurjyoti
~ nowhere a perfect vacuum. It's filled Hatimuria | Anmol Agrawal | Amitha
QUESTION3 instead with photons — the particles B
™o )
K

unheated one. Thus, ¥ allowed
current to flow in only one direction.
Name Y.

Project Blue Book

2. Constellation whose stars Larry
[ Hogan mistook to be drones - Ans:
QUESTION 4 orion
An important part of quantum field
theory describes the vacuum of
empty space as being full of

» which are subatomic
particles rapidly popping In and out
of existence. If these particles didn't
exist, the electron’s bare charge
would be infinite. Fill in the blanks. Loeb

Elmo's fire

study UFOs until 1969 - Ans:

3. World War i pllots’ names for orbs
of bright light - Ans: Foo fighters

4. Colloguial name for light seen
abowve ships' masts - Ans: St.

5. Harvard scientist who launched
Project Galileo in 2021 -

Ans: Avi

Please send in your answers Lo
scienced .CO.In

Space One President Masakazu Toyoda
announces the fallure of the second attempt to
launch the Kairos No. 2 rocket on Wednesday. ap

Japan space
startup aborts
second launch
minutes after

liftoff

A Japanese space startup said its second
attempt to launch a rocket carrying
satellites into orbit had been aborted
minutes after liftoff Wednesday and
destroyed itself, nine months after the
company’s first launch attempt ended in
an explosion.

Space One's Kairos No. 2 rocket lifted
off from a coastal site in the mountainous
prefecture of Wakayama in central Japan.

The company said it had aborted the
flight after concluding that it was unlikely
to complete its mission.

“We are very sorry that we could not
achieve as far as a final stage of the
mission,” Space One President Masakazu
Toyoda told a news conference
Wednesday. “We don't consider this a
failure because we are getting valuable
data that will help our pursuit toward a
next challenge.”

He said he hoped to find the cause to
address the problems as soon as possible
to achieve success next time.

Company executive and space engineer
Mamoru Endo said the abnormality in the

system is likely to have caused an
unstable flight of the rocket, which
started spiraling in midflight and
eventually destroyed itself about three
minutes after liftoff, using its autonomous
safety mechanism.

The rocket, which rose higher than 100
kilometers above ground, entered space

before it was destroyed, officials said.

Space One aims to be Japan's first
company to put a satellite into orbit,
hoping to boost Japan’s lagging space
industry wlxh asmall mclm for an

\decsday 's flight, ponpuncd twice
from Saturday because of strong winds,
came nine months after a failed debut
flight in March, when the rocket was
intentionally exploded five seconds after
takeoff. The flight was carrying a
government satellite that was intended to
maonitor North Korea's missile launches
and other military activities.

Kairos No. 2 rocket was carrying five
small satellites, including one from the
Taiwanese space agency and several from
Japanese startups,

Space One said it had fixed the cause of
the debut flight failure, which stemmed
from a miscalculation of the rocket’s
first-stage propulsion.

Japan hopes the company can pave the
way for a domestic space industry that

Visual: Name the two hemispheres at the centre of the famous experiment depicted in
this 1657 engraving. When they were latched, had their alr pumped out, and sealed,
they couldn't be taken apart by multiple horses pulling from either side. Puwic ponain

with the United States.

Tokyo-based Space One was set up in
2018 with investments from major
Japanese companies, including Canon
Electronics, [HI, Shimizu, and major
banks, to commerdialise space delivery
services at lower costs and regular flights
as many as 20 times a year, compared to
six currently planned by the
government-led space program.

Japan’s space development

programmes are led by Japan Aerospace

Exploration Agency, or JAXA, and
industry leaders such as Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries and IHI, as they develop two
main flagship rockets, the large H3 rocket
and the much smaller Epsilon, to cater to
the growing satellite transport business,

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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T Is & winter of disconds, and de-

spalr, o, every year for Del-hi-
ites. Why it's more in winter? Cold
alr is denser and moves sower than
warm air; thus, # traps pollutants
and doesn't whisk itaway. In winter,
the alr quality Index (AQI) in Ddhi
shoots up above 499 at some places,
marking a “severe plus” on Indias
System of Air Quality Forecasting
and Rescarch (SAFAR) scale. It is
considered “hazardous” as per the
US AQI standards. Gov-emment
takes several measures such as de-
claring holidays for schools, ban-
ning construction for  particular
periods, installing anti-smog guns,
Introducing odd-even number sys-
tem for eas-ing traffic density on
roads et¢ « all to prevent illnesses
among the people,

With air pollution levels turn-

for Alr Quality Management has
implemented Stage 4 of the Graded
Response  Action Plan  (GRAP),
whereby  strictest  emer-gency
measures kicked in, such as school
holidays, construction ban, advis-
ing employers to shift S0% of their
work online, bar-ring all trucks,
and except those carrying essential
Hems, from entering Delbl.  Any
level above 300 is considered haz-
ardous as per international AQI
norms. Many parts of Delhi record-
of an AQI of more than 600 last
month, Every winter, several fac.
tors, including farm waste burning
in neighbouring states of Haryana
and Punjab, burning of fireworks,
construction waste, and in-creasing
wehicles on the roads add up 10 turn
Delhi into a sort of gas chamber.
Last month, the Supreme Court

ment for letting things go out of
control, It even asked the Central
government 10 share real-time sat-
ellite data 10 pinpoint the causes for
the pollation spike. A month later,
on December 16, the apex court
again took stock of the situation.
This time, it said it would expand
the scope of a Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) to other arcas and states
outside the National Capital Re-
glon (NCR).

Whats more, the highest court
of the land noted that the air pol-
lution s a pan-India problem and
asked the Central govern-ment for
a list of highly polluted cities, This
should hearten those people suf-
fering in other cities reding under
the adverse impacts of air pollution.
The court observation that there is
a need for all governments 1o set

INDIA'S CITIES ARE YEARNING TO BREATHE BETTER

ity Management (CAQM) is highly
laudatory. It should make them
mandatory across the country, so
the lax state govern-ments will act
for better air quality monitoring as
well as man-agement in trouble
same arcas.

One wishes fervently that the
apex court expands Rs interven-tion
in the air pollution matter to states
across the country, and not merely
10 those outside the NCR. Pollution
not only affects public health, it also
takes a toll on economic growth. It
causes higher absentecism in of-
fices, reduces labour productivity,
causes spurt in respiratory llinesses,
Increases healthcare costs, and leads
10 premature deaths. As construc-
ton bans are im-posed, lakhs of mi-
grant labour who flock to cities to
escape rueral distress are deprived

miserable lives, Experts reckon that
worsening pollution levels could re-
duce GDP as much as by 3% or $95
billion, It also scares away prospec
tve investors, or deters cx;»mkm
in brownfield projects.

Whether or not the Supreme
Court prods, or even Issues any dik-
tat, the state governments should
wake up from their shum-ber, and
sct about bringing air quality levels
10 safe kevels. The benefits are enor-
mous in terms of removing negative
impact on educational istitutions,
offices and economic activities such
as construction and transport sec-
tors. It should worry all that In-dias
susceptibility of air pollution in-
creases every year, taking a toll on
health, or even lives, of millions,
‘The governments should not wait
for the Supreme Court to clear the

ing severe plus, the Commission

reprimanded the Delhi govern-

up the Commission for Air Qual

oflivelihoods, and are forced 1o kead

air’ for the better.

Pros & cons of simultaneous polls

TZLEN critics have warned that simul-

taneous elections may over-
shadow local is-sues and marginalise regional

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

. A
DR MOHAN KANDA

URING the fist four

general election cycles
in 1952, 1957, 1962 and 1967,
clections to the Lok Sabha
and the State Legisdative As-
semblies were held simubtane-
oudy. Howev-er, on account
of the subsequent premature
dissolution of the Lok Sabha
0n seven oc-casions, and State
Legislative  Assemblies  on
various occaslons, dections to
the Lok Sabha and the various
State Assemblies were held at
different times.

With the approval of the
proposal for  simultancous
eloctions nationwide, on 12
Decem-ber 2024 by the Union
Cabinet, the report submitted
by a High-Level Committee
(HLC), chalred by former
President Ram Nath Kovind,
on the idea of a “One Nation,
One Election (ONOE)" has
once again gained significant
traction i Indias political
land scape.

The contral  government
feels that the move bill will
improve the quality of govern.
ance by reducing the frequent
Interruptions caused by stag-
gered eections, and allowing
governments 10 focus on
longterm policy implemen-
tation rather than short-term
electoral strategies. And that it
will avold the costs of multiple
elections and streamline the
elec-toral process.

The proposal has also
sparked considerable debate,
raising critical concerns about

its implications for federal-
Ism and political represen-
tation, Critics have warned
that sim-ultancous dections
may overshadow local Issues
and marginalise reglonal par-
ties, favour rational parties
and reduce political diversity.
They point out that the logis-
tical mhun, and the need
for falr representation across
diverse de-mographics, need
careful consideration,

While there are tangible
benefits that accrue on ac
count of simultancous ebec
tions, There are also signifi
cant bssues that surround such
a proposal, both from demo-
cratic and constitutional per-
spectives.

The ssue of simultancous
polls to the State Assembly
and Parliament, once led to
an interesting if somewhat
embarrassing, situation in my
own case, in 2004, 1 was the
Chief Secretary 10 the Gov-
emment of Andhra Pradesh
In 2004, and N Chandrababy
Naidu, the Chief Minister, fot
the need for a snap poll to the
State Assembly, and was able
to persuade his Cabinet col-
leagues, and the party rank
and file, to fall in line with his
decision. A resolution to that
effect was accordingly passed
by the State Cabinet, and for-
warded to the Governor of
the state who dissolved the
Assen-bly and | wrote to the
Election Commission (EC)
to ceder elections & early &
possible,

While matters stood thus,
Partiament was dissobved and
general elections notified In
the entire country. Consider-
Ing the somewhat anticipated
new devdopment, the State
Cabi-net decided to request
the EC to cause both dections
to be hed at the same time
In the state. 1 felt that it was
an administratively sound,
and financally sensible, de-

graphics, need careful consideration. While
there are tangible ben-efits that accrue on
account of simultaneous elections. There are
also significant issues that surround such a
proposal, both from democratic and constitu-
tional perspectives

cision and, wrote to the EC
accondingly. My action was
questioned by the opposi-
tion parties. But | was able
10 satisfy them, as well & the
public, of the rationale behind
1. Then followed a period of
uncertainty, with an interim
amangement in place, in the
shape of a carctaker govern-
ment, The caretaker Cabinet,
by fts, very nature, was not
expected 1o take any deci-
sions which might influence
the outcome of the oncoming
polls. At the same time, situ-
ations were bound to arise,
from time to time, requir-
ing major dedsions 0 be
taken. No matter what their
background, experience and
ability 1o handle complicated
situa-tions, civil servants are
simply nefther equipped nor
expected to handle such situ-
atlons, My long service in the
state, my equation with the
political masters and the con-
fi-dence reposed by the pub-
b In me, notwithstanding, |
found myself In an extremdy
awkward situation. Elections

to the Legslative Asserbly
did not (31::« as quickly as
ex-pected. The caretaker gov-
ernment continued In office
longer than anticipated, much
o my acute discomfiture.

1 had a pleasant, and casy,
redationship with | M Lyn-
gdoh, Chiel Election Com-
missioner at that time, having
known him carlier as an Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Min-
Istry of Agri-cuture in the
Government of India, when
1 was the Secretary (Food
and Agriculture) in the state,
1 travelled to Delhl and met
him, hoping to be able to per-
stsade him to advance the date
of the elections to the extent
possible. Typical of him, Lyn-
gdoh was all grace and affec-
ton, and extremely receptive
to my pleas. He was, however,
insistent that the revision of
the dection rolls of the state
be completed. in a thorough
and exhaustive manner be-
fore dections took place. And
rightly so, 100, I returned to
Hyderabad, satis-fied that |
had made a good attempt, but

disappointed that | had falled.

Largely an account of the
confidence the Chief Minister
had in me, the cooperation
of my service colleagues, and
the grace of God, | was able
10 survive those testing times,
scraping through with my im-
age untarnished, and the fair
name, of the State's admin-
Istration, Intact.

Y S Rajasckhara Reddy,
the Leader of the Opposition
at that time, had been at the
fore-front of the critkism, by
the opposition partics, of my
decision to write to the EC,
asking for simaltancous polls
He also ked the campaign by
his party 1o criticise the man-
ner in which the revision of
electoral rolls was being done.
In the event, however, the
clections went off peacefully
and in an orderly fashion. The
Congress (1) party won and
Rajasckhara Reddy was dect-
o a the Leader of the Con-
gress (1) Legislative Party, and
sworn in as Chief Minister.

Al the request of the new
Chief Minister, | stayed on
# the Chief Secretary, duly
keeping Chandrababu Nakdu
informed, and & the request
of Rajasekhara Reddy.

And later, to my satisfac-
tion, and by way of a pat in the
back for the administration,
Raja-sekhara Reddy, the Chief
Minister by then, openly ac-
knowledged the good work
done by the officials in the
matter of eectoral roll revi-
shon, which, he conceded, was
responsible for the victory of
his party!

The carlier reponts of the
Law Commission, and the
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mitiee on Personnel, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice,
have dealt with the Issue of
simulta-neous dections, The
crux of those discussions, and
recommendations, was that
the elections to the Lok Sabha

Empowering farmers thru PM-AASHA

In Rabi 2023-24, 6.41 LMT of pulses procured, beneﬁtlng 2.75 lakh farmers

NEW DELHI: The Ministry
of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare has initiated several
measures 10 help farmers to
enhance their income. The
Governments MSP policy
for major agricultural com-
modities secks W en-sure
remunerative ann 10 the
growers for thelr produce
with a view to encourage
higher investments in farm-
ing and boost production
and productivity.

The minimum  support
price (MSP) is the mini-
mum price for select ¢n
covering  majr  cer
Shree Anna (millets), pulses,
ollseeds, copra, cotton and
jute raised in Kharif and
Rabi scasons that the Gov-
ernment of India considers
as remunerative for farmers
and hence warrants price

ort. The govern-ment
fixes MSP for 24 crops at 1.5
times the Cost of Produe-
tion (CoP),

The Department of
culture & Farmers Welfare
implements the umbrella
scheme of Pml.lun Manlvl

for notified pulses, oilseeds
& copra. The PM AASHA
was launched in September
2018 with an aim to Provide
price assur-ance for pulses,
ollseeds and copra, ensuring
financlal stability for farm-
ers, reduce post-harvest dis-
tress selling & promote crop
diversification towards puls-
o8 and ollseeds. In Septem-
ber 2024, cabinet ap-proved
the continuation of Integrat-
ed scheme of PM AASHA
with Price Support Scheme
(PSS), price Deficiency Pay-
ment Scheme (PDPS) &
Market intervention Scheme
(MIS) as its components.

Price  Support  Scheme
(PSS) bs implemented on the
request of the State Govts. /
UTs that agree 1o ex-empt
from levy of Mandi tax on
the procurement of notified
pulses, ollseeds and copra
in the interest of farmers.
From 2024-25 procurement
season onwands, the sanc-
tion for the procurement of
notified Pulses, Ollsceds and
Copra under PSS are given
to the State/UT lmnals

Aay
Abhiyan® (l‘M AASHA).
The scheme is implemented

toa of 25% of
the production of the State
for that particular season,

A look at the procurement data since 2018-
19, shows that around 195.39 LMT of pulses,

ollseeds &

have been procured at MSP

copra
value of Rs 1,07,433.73 crore benefitting
99,30,576 farmers confirm-ing the positive
Iimpact of the scheme on lives of farmers espe-
dally small and marginal farmers

Thercafter, if the State ex-
hausts its limit of 25% of the
State’s production, the sanc-
tion for additional procure
ment under PSS would be
given to the State/UT up toa
maximum of 25% of the na-
tional production after nec-
essary approvals. To achieve
Atmanirbbar-ta in pulses,

the procurement ceiling has
been Nifted in respect of Tur,
Urad and Masoor for the
year 2425,

During the Rabi 202324
season, 6,41 LMT of pulses
of Rs 4820 crore of MSP
value were procured from
275 lakh farmers which in-
duded procurement of 2,49

LMT of Masoor, 43,000 MT
of Chana and 348 LMT of
Moong at MSP 10 support
the farmers. Similarly, 12.19
LMT of ollsceds worth Rs
6,900 crore of MSP value
were procured from 529
lakh farmers, During the
start of ongoing Kharif sea-
son, market prices of Soya-
bean were ruling much be-
low MSP prices leading to
rﬂl hardship to farmers.
With the intervention of Gol
under PSS scheme (com
nent of PM AASHA), Ihc
Gowt, has procured (as on
11.12.2024), 562 LMT of
Soyabean at MSP value of
Rs. 2,700 Crore and ben-
efitting  2,42461 farm-ers
which is the highest quan-
tty of soyabean ever pro-
cured, This proves the un-
wavering commitment of
the Govt. of India towards
the welfare of farmers.

A ook at the procure-
ment data since 2018.19,
shows that around 195.39
LMT of pulses, oilseeds &
copra have been procured at
MSP value of Rs 1,07,433.73
crore benefitting 99,30,576
farmers  confirm-ing  the
positive  impact  of  the

and nearly half of the State
Assemblies may be dubbed
to-gether in one cyde, while
the rest of the State Assem-
bly elections can be held in
another cycle after two-and-
ahalf years. This will require
curtalling or extending the
tenures of existing State As-
semblies, entalling  amend-
ments 1o the Constitution and
the Represen-tation of the
le Act, 1951,

The subject of dections
never falls 1o remind me of
an anwsing experience | had
In 1990,

1 was then the Secretary of
the Planning Department and
also a Secrtary in the Chief
Minister’s office. The charm-
ing, and extremely popular,
former cricket Captain of In-
dia Ghulam Ahmed walked
into my office. He had just
retired from the IAS. To my
surprise Ghulasm Saab asked
e to contest the forthcoming
election to the Vice President
of the Hyderabad Cricket As-
socktion (HCA) Apparently,
he felt that the affairs of the
Associa-tion were in a mess,
and needed 10 be cleaned up.
A bit reluctant, but in defer-
ence o the wishes of a person
who was my childhood hero,
1 accepted. 1 fet much more
confident and reassured when
the matines idol of Hyderabad
cricket, M L Jaisimha, called
me to tell me how happy he
was that | had agreed to join
the fray.

One day, Chiel Minister
Nedurumalli Janardhana
Reddy, upon reacting 1o a
complaint made to him that
1 was interfering in the affairs
of HCA, only said cryptically,
“1 hope only you are sure of
winning!"

(The writer was
Sormerly Chief Secretary,
Government of

Andhri Pradesh)

scheme on lives of farmers
especially small and mar
ginal farmers,

Another important and
game changing component
of PM AASHA is Market
Intervention Scheme (MIS)
meant for perishable agri-
culture/horticulture  com-
modities such as tomato,
onion and potato etc. not
covered under MSE The
scheme Is implemented on
the request of the State/UT
government when there Is
a reduction of prices in the
market by at beast 10% over
the rates of previous normal
season in the States/UTs,

Under  MIS, in  place
of physical  procurement,
states may have an option to
make differential payment
between Market Interven-
tion price and selling price,
subject 10 coverage of 25%
of production of crops and

LETTERS

ONOE Bill row crowds out real issues
HE introduction of 'One Nation One Election’ Bill is
a consclous attempt to waste the procious time of Par-
Hament and it Is definitely timed to divert the attention of
all from crucial issues such as Manipur, se-rious allega-
tions over Adani s misconduct, inflation, declining
growth rates, stunn| widening gap between the haves
and the have-nots and fast deterioration of relationship
with many countries, The ruling dispensation, in spite of
being aware of lack of enough strength to get this amend-
ment Bill through, tabling it in the parliament displays
the intention behind its introduction. Losing majority
sup-port and deciding to refer the Bill to Joint Partiament
Committee Is a pre-planned act deliberately meant to di-
vert the course.
A G Rajmohan, Anantapur
e

ESPITE opposition’s resistance 1o ONOE, the bills
upon being put to vote after introduction in the house
crossed a simple majority even though 20 MPs were ab-
sent, This gave room to the opposition to argue that there
was lack of support for the bills within BJP. This upset the
BIP leadenhip due to the fact that to amend constitution,
wo-thirds majority of members present are ired,
which appears a mam-moth task. Overall, it seems the op-
ion Is not inclined for reforms. Since the e
nothing to lose as bills will be referred to |PC panel for
scrutiny and wider deliberations at every level and, there-
after, will be discussed in Parliament, Congress demand
Is unjustified.

K R Srinivasan, Secunderabad

No sign of Super Six in AP state

HE opposition party YSRC Is making wild allegations
Taunu AP CMPl:: neglecting the Nwmmk;:*n
while the latter s blaming Jagan for hing negative
happening in the State. In the course of ¢ game, the
people are already suffering due to heavy power tariff, ris-
ing cost of all essential commodities, defective Excise and
sand policies, etc., in the State while the education and
health sectors are subjected to gross neglect so as to help
the te companies in the said fields to make a fast
buck. There is o sign of the implementation of the Super
6 guarantees (n the State,

Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

High-stakes battle for Team India

HANKS 10 the last wicket stand of Bumrah and
Akashdeep and rain, India were able to salvage a draw
anﬂ the Aussies, Unlru sentors Rohit Sharma and Vi-
Kohli do dinary in the ink
um. this series is more than likely lobc the final cundn
on their bong and distinguished ca-reers. Gill's place isalso
in danger and the batter has done nothing to further his
cause and could be re-placed. Save for ‘Boom Boom| none
of other Indian pacers looks menacing and capable of tak-
ing wick-ets, If India has to win, they must get Head owt
carly. The last few Indian victories in Australia came with-
oat the top players in the team.
Anthony Henriques, Mumbal

BJP must stop taunting Congress

INANCE Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, during a dis-

cussion on the commemoration of 75 years of adop-
tion of the Constitution in Rajya Sabha, accused the Con-
{m‘ of making major amendments to the Con-stitution

0 help the tnmlly and the dynasty’ The maury bc«lm
must detest from drumming up the (.nnm
the Constitution, and instead focus on oning by
honoring the Constitution in letter and spirit. The Con-
gress Is anyway on the back foot vis-d-vis the Constitu.
tion, thanks to the 1975 Emergency imposed by Mrs,
Gandhi, the shadows of which will follow the party for
time immemorial,

Dr George Jacob, Kochi
thehansreader@gmail.com

BENGALURU ONLINE

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar to give keynote
address at UN on World Meditation Day

BENGALURU: Global spiritual leader and humanitarian,
Gurudev Srl Sri Ravi Shankar, will gubde a live World Med-
itation on Saturday, following the unanimous adoption of
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution declir-
ing 21 December as the Workl Medita-tion Day.

This historic event establishes an annual global celebra-
tion of meditation, recognis-ing its transformative benefits
for mental and physical health, as well as its power to fos-
ter peace and unity, an official release by the Art of Living
snted on Wodsised

price difl
up to 25% of MIP.

Further, in case of TOP
crops, where there Is a price
difference between the pro-
duction and  consuming
states, in the Interest of the
farmers, the operational
costs incurred by Central
gencies (CNAs) like

ing and transporting crops
from producing states 1o
other consuming states will
be reimbursed by the gov-
ernment. s

“The Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations
in New York Is marking the first-ever World Meditation
Day at the UN headquarters on December 20, The com-
memorative event at the UN will feature a keynote address
by Gurudev Sri Sel Ravi Shankar. This momentous occa-
sion, themed "Meditation for Global Peace and Har-mony!
would mark the First World Meditation Day.

“The recognition of meditation by the United Nations
Is a profound step forward)” said Gurudev, “Meditation
nurtures the soul, calms the mind, and offers a solution to
mod-ern challenges.” he added.
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THE POWER OF
POSITIVITY

By embracing spiritual self-reflection and
cultivating positivity, we can rise above turmoil

RAJYOG! BRAHM KUMAR NIKUNJ J1

owadays there seems to be a crisis, disappointment and confict

of duality at every step of ife. How do we deal with this? How do

we prevent the self from becoming pessimistic or disheartened?
Today the great modern disease of human consciousness is all about
Inoking outward to find means to derive happiness without examining
the inner self, values, attitudes and motives; relying and depending more
on the external signals and hoping for the best. However, in practical-
ty, ¥e cannot be created with such hopes, as there are no shortcuts to
achieving happiness. In today's world, no individual and nothing can cre-
ate a permanent state of wellbeing within us, as it is our prerogative and
responsibility. The external factors can contribute, guide and inspire us
but ultimately our e is what we make out of it
True happiness or a lack of it does not come from external things but
from what is inside onesell. For example, money Is not the means to
happiness nor is it the cause of one's unhappiness. In reality, it is our
atfitudes and values that determine the use or misuse of external instru-
ments, whether that is money, a person, an event or an object. A He
that has value and is worthy of living is only possible when there is a
reflective examination through which there can be illuminating change.
§0, to reorientate our consclousness, we would require a consclous-
ness based on seil-knowfedge i.¢ the knowdedge of the spirftual self which
creates self-respect and positivity, enabling us to gain the right perspec-
tive on life which in turn would help us to deal with any kind of nega-
tivity in a balanced and less painful way. Accordingly, with positivity, we

o ¢
experience inner strength 1o cope with external issues affecting the sense
of balance in our lives. When we are more positive towards ourselves,
obviously we express the same attitude towards others and in all situ-
ations. Inner strength also comes when we interact with others in such
away that love, peace and are honestly and expe-
rienced.

The pivotal point is “honesty” because there cannot be a sense of ful-
fiment through falsehood, imitation or duality expressed through atti-
tude. Hence the need of the hour is o live a life based on “Eternal Spiritual
Principles” that would allow us to keep a positive attitude towards the
self and others, thereby making our life joyful rather than conflicting or
a bundie of confusion. Spiritualty is not a system or technique of wor-
ship of ritual, it is in essence, knowing how to lead a #e and through
this knowing there is happiness. A spiritual person has found that spark
of eternal reference within, which gives him or her not only deep con-
tentment but also a sense of purpose. The first prerequisite for spiritu-
ality is a e that functions approprately and thinks and cares about one's
sell in the most decent way. Thinking and caring about one's self inap-
propriately creates too much dependence on others, too many needs,
oo many demands, too much
S0 the right way to proceed is to first examine oneself and then acknowl-
edpe the positive abd the negative traits within us. By doing so, we get
the courage to change whatever needs to be transformed without any
kind of fear and, without pretence. The basis of successful change for
betterment is to understand the attitudes, feelings and moatives that drive
us for the change by accepting the original positivity of the self, the immor-
tal goodness of the soul. It is this goodness of the self that forms the
foundation of our dignity as human beings. The expression of this orig-
inal poodness in our e is what is called ‘divinity” which makes us truly
human. So let us awaken the expression of the divine within us to live
2 fulfilling joyful ke amidst all the chaos & crisis around.
(The writer Is a spirifual educator and popular columnist;
views are personal)

NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | DECEMBER 19, 2024

facebook.com/dailyploneer | @TheDailyPloneer | instagram.com/dailyploneer/

Education: From Kothari
ommission to NEP-202() <

The educators and policymakers are called upon to transcend ideological
divides and lead India toward inclusive progress and innovation

he most comprehensive initia
tive in education in post-inde.
pendence India was the report
of the National Commission
on Education, usually referred
to as the Kothari Commission, It submit
ted its report entitled “Education for
National Development’ on June 29, 1968,
The first two sentences say it all: “The
destiny of India is now being shaped in
its classrooms, This, we believe, is no
rhetoric” It was this report that led to the
first national education policy of 1968,
For the first time, science and mathemat
ics became compulsory for both boys and
irls up to tenth standard!
%n. it was generally believed that only
boys could nmdlr the tough subjects of
science and mathematics, and girls could
opt for lighter options of Tmnmg weay
ing, home science; and the like! The com
pulsory study of science and math was
resisted and opposed as being unjust and
unfair to girls! This one change trans
formed the lives of millions of girls and
has brought global accolades to the
Indian advancements in the world of sci
ence, technology, ICT and space research,
Policies once formulated and formalised
deserve support in vigilant implementa
tion, persistent monitoring, and scruti
ny based on their relevance 'in the great
enterprise of national reconstruction!
India today has great vlmllcnﬁwt ahead,
both national as well as global,
It has the manpower .mg enough expe
rience to confront these successfully. In
the third decade of the 215t century, it's
the quality of education and skill acqui
sition that would equip India shall
remain its prime contributory tool against
every ¢ hnlrcngc. The content and process
of education shall have to specifically
equip itself against nurtured negativity,
increasing mutual distrust and balloon
ing bitterness in public life. Solutions shall
certainly not emerge from those that
thrive only on negativity and are ill
equipped to see light and positivity
around them,

THE CONTENT
AND PROCESS
OF EDUCATION

SHALL HAVE

TO SPECIFICALLY

EQUIP

ITSELF AGAINST

NURTURED
NEGATIVITY,
INCREASING

MUTUAL
DISTRUST,
AND

BALLOONING

BITTERNESS
IN PUBLIC
LIFE

Who must come forward and
accept rnpmmhihl{;ln normalise
such an unacceptable socio-cul
tural environment? Why not ask
the Gandhi ji? Once, before inde
pendence, one Dr Mote posed a
query to Mahatma Gandhi: what
he thought was the greatest prob
lem facing his country! The
expected answer could have been,
in those days, related to slavery,
poverty, illiteracy, ill health, or in
the social context,

While narrating it in his Gandhi
Katha, Narayan Desai tells the
audience: that the answer was the
‘callousness of the intellectuals’!
Narayan Desal Goes ahead: “Give
it a thought. If we stand by and
watch the poor blaming their
poverty on fate, Gandhi is rele
vant today. If we can see the cal
lousness of the intellectuals, then
Gandhi is relevant today. What
are the problems according to
intellectuals?

‘Why X or Y has become Vice
Chancellor and not me'! They
think only of this and are
unaware of other social issues”.
Their concerns for critical social,
cultural, social cohesion and reli
glous amity are minimal

One’s obvious inference would be
that solutions to major national
concerns shall - and must
emerge from institutions and the
educated and the learned respon
sible for attaining their stated
objectives. It includes the dilap
idated structures running Sarkari
schools, much sought-after pri
vate schools, and the universities,
It also includes the glittering
campuses of national institutions
that have brought international
repute to our educational enter
prise

So, mainly it points out to teach
ers; from primary schools to

professors of the universities,
and researchers working in instl
tutions of science, technology,
psychology, social sciences and
every other area.

One wishes each one of them
recalls the assessment of Gandhi
shuns away the dreaded callous
ness and strives to create centres
of dialogue and discussions on
improving the life and living
standards of our people, partic
ularly the ‘last man in the line
who was so dear to the Mahatma!
At first glance, the existing cli
mate lllh\k(" ‘(Ukh a transforma
tion rather impossible!

Despite all the odds, sincere
attempts must be launched to cre
ate institutional think tanks with
open boundaries that provide
for healthy academic, scholarly
and intellectual deliberations,
not constrained but individual
ideological affiliations. For an
academic, who shapes the lives of
numerous individuals, it is the
well-being of others that must
precede his own!

And this is no rhetoric or a
cliché in the Indian context and
culture, For a broad-minded
person, this becomes a must, an
integral part of his thought and
action and hence, an achievable
premise,

This is the main task of every
teacher preparation institution,
from where it shall percolate to
schools via teachers trained there,
and then to the establishment and
the society. After the education
policies 02 1968, 1986 and 1992,
and a gap of around three
decades, another policy formula
tion comes before the nation in
the shape of the National
Education Policy; NEP-2020, It
has been under implementation
for the last four years. Having

o

been associated with the imple

mentation and also policy formu
lations, one could venture to
infer that the NEP-2020 was pre
pared with unprecedented enthu
slasm from teachers, scholars
academics institutions, organisa
tions and individuals.
As the process was long overdue
and ti&hlly very extensive, it
inspired active participation from
practically every section of soci
ety. Unfortunately, its implemen
tation stands hampered in certain
states on grounds that may not
necessarily be academic,
India has a developed well-knit
interactive system of the nation
al and state-level bodies and
institutions that have learnt over
the years how to arrive at a
national consensus in the sectors
of education and teacher educa
tion, This institutional strength of
consultation, collaboration and
cohesion need not be diluted in
cases where the union and state
governments belong to different
ideological affiliations.
Intellectuals in education and
research must convincingly inter
nalize that they are making the
future of individuals and creating
the future of India. No one else
Is destined and better placed
than them to reconstruct India,
The moment each one of them
expands his horizons, thinks
hn“l\lunlly. and takes a long-term
view, the road ahead would
emerge very clearly; how to pro
ceed individually and also mrln
tively to sed the intellectual cal
lousness and lead the nation on
the right path.
(Professor Rajput works in edu
cation, social cohesion and reli
glous amity. He is Atal fellow
with the PMML, New Delhi;
views expressed are personal)

Guarding digital India: The urgent need for cybersecurity in a rapidly evolving digital space

India has the potential to lead the world in cybersecurity innovation, but achieving this requires more than technological solutions

landscape of India, a silent

battle is being fought—not
with traditional weapons but
through malicious code, com
plex algorithms, and increas
ingly sophisticated cyberat
tacks. As the country embraces
its "Digital India” initiative, the
rise of cyber threats demands
immediate attention
Protecting the digital future
requires strong c?’ hersecurity
frameworks, skilled profes
sionals, and widespread pub
lic awareness, The call for
"Digital Guards" or “Cyber
Warriors” has never been more
urgent
The scale of the digital threat
is staggering. The Indian
Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In)
recorded 53,117 security inci
dents in 2017, By October

In the fast-evolving digital

VINAY PATHAK

2023, this number soared to an
alarming 1.32 million—a
twentyfold increase that expos
s critical national valnerabil
ities. Globally, the situation is
no less concerning, Operations
like INTERPOL and
AFRIPOLS 2024 Operation
Serengeti, which arrested over
1,000 cybercriminals across 19
African nations, underscore
the scale of the problem. These
operations | entified over
35,000 victims and uncovered

financial losses nearing $193
million, demonstrating the
gobal reach and devastating
impact of cybercrime.

Phishing remains a primary
weapon for cybercriminals,
accounting for 22 per cent of
all incidents, These attacks
manipulate victims into reveal
ing sensitive information or
downloading malicious soft
ware. Credential theft, respon
sible for 16 per cent of inci
dents, further exposes individ
uals and organisations to sys
tem breaches, financial fraud,
and corporate espionage.
Emerging threats like mobile
a;:[ malware are amplifying
risks. For instance, 15 SpyLoan
malware apps on Google Play,
downloaded over 8 million
times, went beyond data theft
to harass and extort victims,
underscoring cybercriminals’

growing ingenuity.
The economic toll of these
attacks is devastating, About 65
Eﬂ cent of Indian enterprises
ave been forced to pay ran
soms to recover \lllhl{ ﬁl"ll.
with average demands reach
ing $4.8 million. Recovery
costs add another $1.35 mil
lion per incident, straining
even large corporations,
Smaller businesses, lacking
resources for robust cyberse
curity measures, are particular:
ly vulnerable. This systemic
vulnerability has been termed
the “cybersecurity poverty
line” where approximately 60
rcl cent of Indian companies
ack the infrastructure and
expertise to defend themselves
against cyber threats,
High-tratfic online shopping
periods, such as Black Friday
and Cyber Monday, are prime

targets for cybercriminals,
During these events, fraudstens
employ phishing scams, fake ¢
commerce websites, and mal

ware to exploit cons T

promise sent shockwaves
through the corporate sector,
emphasising the interconnect
edness of digital systems and
the widespread disruptions
that a single attack can cause,
India’ cybersecurity prepared
ness Is worryingly insufficient,
Only 4 per cent of Indian
enterprises have robust infra
structure capable of with
standing advanced attacks,
This shortfall is a national
security concern, as cyberat
tacks transcend corporate
interests, th essential

craft innovative solutions usis
cutting-edge technologies nui‘ﬁ
as Al blockchain, and quan
tum computing, Collaboration

gent cybersecurity standards,
affering subsidies for small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMESs) to invest in security

with instit like DRDO,
MeiTY, and the National
Forensic Science University
underscores the comprehen
sive approach needed to
address these challenges.
Experts emphasise that cyber
security must move beyond
being an IT department’s
responsibility to become a
core component of every onga

and businesses alike. Recent
'"lfh profile incidents high
light these vulnerabilities. In
November 2024, a ran
somware attack on Blue
Yonder disrupted Starbucks'
operations, lorcing a return to
manual processes. Similarly,
McLeod Russels system com

services and critical infra
structure.

Initiatives like the Cyber
Challenge 2024, a joint effort
by the Delhi Police and
CyberPeace Foundation, offer
hope. This programme
engages developers, engincers,
and cybersecurity experts to

zations strategy. This shift
Involves continuous employee
training, regular security
audits, investments in
advanced technologies, and
fostering a culture of vigi
lance. Drawing inspiration
from global models like the
European Union's GDPR,
India could implement strin

and penalising neg
ligence in cyber protection,
As digital transformation
accelerates across sectors such
as finance, healthcare, educa
tion, and government ser
vices, robust cybersecurity is
no longer optional —it ks a fun
damental necessity. The path
forward demands a collabora
tive effort. Government agen
cles, private enterprises, edu
cational institutions, and
cybersecurity professionals
must unite to build a resilient
digital ecosystem.
(The writer (s Assistant
Professor Indian institute of
information technology

sonepat Haryana; views are

personal)
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"Why every home must get a newspaper

SRINIVAS MADHAV

rint journalism is in a state of

crisis. The circulation of news-

papers in India seems to have

stagnated in relation to popu-
lation growth, meaning the propor-
tion of people reading printed news
has dropped. More readers are turn-
ing to free online news sources and
circulation growth is failing to keep
up with demographic expansion.

Given India's vast population -
nearly ten times that of Japan - it is
concerning that India has only as
many newspapers with over a million
in circulation as Japan. If this decline
in print journalism is not addressed,
it could as well pose a serious threat
to the fundamental values of our
democracy. The potential conse-
quences of this decline are too grave
to ignore.

There is no such thing as free
news, just as there is no such thing as
a free lunch. Free online news is not
truly free; it comes with hidden costs,
such as algorithms - similar to those
on social media - that prioritize sen-

ods of searching for negative and dis-
tressing news online; and conse-
quences include difficulty organizing
information, solving problems, mak-
ing decisions, and recalling informa-
tion. The Institute advises, "Don’t
succumb to sensationalistic and neg-
ative news. Diversify your media
sources 5o you maintain a more bal-
anced world perspective.”

Unlike online outlets focused on
short, click-driven pieces, print
newspapers offer curated in-depth
coverage of current events. The
details that could be captured by
such reporting are things the small
articles or social media posts domi-
nating the digital landscape will
never be able to capture. Printed
newspapers have kept high editorial
standards and leave a permanent
record that is also transparent.

Digital stories, by contrast, can
be edited, removed or simply lost. In
an era where fake news spreads rap-
idly on social media, print newspa-
pers remain a trusted source of veri-
fied information.

Japan’s strong newspaper circu-

sationalist stories, fuelling
mation and polarization.

‘Brain rot’, named Oxford Word
of the Year 2024, is defined as “the
supposed deterioration of a person’s
mental or intellectual state, especial-
ly viewed as the result of overcon-
sumption of material (now particu-
larly online content) considered to
be trivial or unchallenging.” The
usage of the word saw an increase of
230 per cent in its frequency from
2023 to 2024,

Oxford University Press's
announcement of the Word of the
Year sparked debate about the poten-
tial negative impact of excessive
online content consumption on men-
tal health, particularly in children and
young people.

According to Newport Institute
in the US, one brain rot behavior is
doomscrolling, involving long peri-

lation d the enduring
value of print media. Leading dailies
like Yomiuri Shimbun and Asahi
Shimbun sell millions of daily copies.

This cultural preference for phys-
ical newspapers is reflected in the
popularity of newspaper clubs, found
in schools, universities and commu-
nity centres. By discussing and ana-
Iyzing news stories, members of these
clubs develop deep appreciation for
journalism and learn to be active,
responsible citizens, which is crucial
for a healthy democracy.

Commonly, online news plat-
forms use algorithms that only feed
the users news they are already inter-
ested in, reducing exposure to a
broader range of information. This
trend undermines the financial via-
bility of traditional media while pro-
moting a media landscape dominated
by clickbait reporting.

Ironically, when print newspa-
pers disappear, the future of online
news is also at stake. The sustainability
of digital journalism depends on the
investigative and qualitative reporting
that traditional print media does.
Without print outlets holding power
to account and investing in journal-
ism, the quality of online news could
significantly decline, littered with sen-

for sharing their content. Australia’s
success motivated other nations:
Canada and Indonesia are planning
similar codes,

During his National Press Day
address, Union Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaish-
naw remarked that traditional con-
tent must be fairly compensated to
presesve its value. India should follow

ionalism and disinfi

Australia has recognized this
challenge and taken bold initiatives

rotect journalism. In 2021, Aus-
tralia introduced the Treasury Laws
Amendment (News Media and Digital
Platforms Mandatory Bargaining
Code) Act 2021 - a world-first legisla-
tion aimed at helping to sustain pub-
lic interest journalism. The law
requires tech giants like Google and
Facebook to pay news organizations

's ple by i tech
pl.nu'mms pay for news cumenl while
media houses promote affordable
digital subscriptions to compete with
free aggregators. The government and
media need to act together.

We must recognize the value of
paying for credible news, particularly
by subscribing to print newspapers.
Purchasing a newspaper supports
quality journalism and ensures that
high standards of reporting continue.

TheStatesman
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A national campaign should be
launched to encourage every house-
hold in India to subscribe to at least
one print newspaper. Campaigns
could include media literacy pro-
grammes highlighting the risks of free
online news and the importance of
investing in credible sources.

Increased circulation boosts
advertising revenue, providing news-
papers with resources to fund high-
quality journalism. Participating in
democracy is not just about casting a
vote—it is about staying informed and
supporting credible journalism.

It is time for a campaign encour-
aging every home in India to subscribe
to a print newspaper, as the future of
our democracy depends on it
(The writer Is a transparency and equality

agyocate and an author. The opinions are
personall
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

THE most serious aspect of the deci-
sion to defer the evacuation of Cologne is
that what Germany accepts as, a bitter
blow Parisrejoices at. The anly satisfiction
is that the dedsion of the Ambassadors’
Conference was unanimous. The Belgian,
French, British, Italian and Japanese Gov-
ernments were in accord, though their
finding does not take the matter much fur-
ther. The evacuation is postponed because
the Allied Commission of Control will not
have reported by January 10, and because
there are signs that the final report will be
unfavourable to Germany. The Paris paper
L' Eclair has published what it alleges to
be the text of a report dated April 24 of
General Nollet, formerly President of the
Commission, in which Germany is
accused ofviolating the Treaty of Versailles
in many respects, by way of preparing for
another war. This publication has appar-
ently come as a blow to the French Gov-
emment, which has prosecuted the editor,
describing his act as espionage. [t is not
surprising that feeling in Cologne is bitter,
and that England is once more accused of
truckling to the French desire to perpetu-
ate thesystem of sanctions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GOVERNMENT
REPORTS

TO THE EDITOR OF THE * STATESMAN

SIR—It is a matter of great regret that
the “Montford” Report and the Acworth
Committee Report are out of print. The
reports published by the Government of
India are in constant demand. Apart from
a general demand on the part of the
publics there is a special demand for them
on the part of students of Indian Econom-
ics. The report of the Indian Industrial
Commission and the report of the Indian
Fiscal Commission—to name a few of a
valuable series—contain useful informa-
tion as regards [ndianindustries and agri-
culture tariffs and railways. To students
of Indian economics they are as indispen-
sable as text-books. In fact, they are part
and parcelof Indian economic literature.
It is highly desirable, therefore, that Gov-
should always keep a ready sup-

Will Xi play ball with Trump on Ukraine?

STEFAN WOLFF AND TETYANA MALYARENKOD

S president-elect Donald
Trump has invited China's
president Xi Jinping to his
inauguration on January 20
in a surprise move which appears to
be part of a plan to involve Beijing in
ceasefire negotiations in Ukraine.

Just after his recent meeting with
Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelenskky in Paris, Trump posted,
“There should be an immediate
ceasefire and negotiations should
begin,” and “China can help.” That
latter remark has suddenly gained
more significance after Trump
extended the unusual invitation for
the foreign leader to attend the Janu-
ary 20 ceremony.

Leaving aside whether Xi will
accept Trump's invitation to Wash-
ington DC (he probably won't), the
more important question is whether
he would indeed help Trump end the
Russian war against Ukraine.

China has had a strong economic
and trading relationship with Russia
throughout the war, and has refrained
from criticising Putin. While it has
denied providing Moscow with military
assistance, reports suggest that China
has allowed some goods that have bat-
tlefield use to be sent to Russia.

On the surface, Trump's initiative
and what China has most recently put
on the table with Brazil look like two
reasonably well-aligned peace pro-
posals.

Both call for a ceasefire along the
current frontlines, followed by nego-
tiations on a permanent settlement.
Both seem to accept Russia's demand
to freeze the territorial status quo,
which would mean Ukraine would
lose the near-20 per cent of its terri-
tory that Moscow’s forces have ille-

Ukraine and most of its western
partners continue to reject this as
unacceptable. Before Trump's elec-
tion victory, this was a sustainable
position because the West was able to
prevent Ukraine from being militarily
defeated on the battlefield.

This position may be slowly
changing, but it is not clear that it
would suddenly make China a wel-
come partner for the West in any
peace negotiations - least of all for
Ukraine.

Kyiv has always been wary of
China and its international policies,
from the economic and trade Belt and
Road Initiative to the recent peace
proposal. Zelenskky called the China-
Brazil peace initiative “destructive”.
He also accused China and Brazil of
being "pro-Russian™.

Zelenskky is personally deeply
invested in his own peace plan, par-
ticularly as Ukrainians have made
enormous sacrifices in the war so far.
This does not rule out compromises,
but it makes concessions to China,
widely seen by Ukrainians as one of
Russia’s main supporters in the war,
very unlikely.

Even if there was a sudden
change of heart in Kyiv, it is highly
doubtful that a Trump-brokered deal
would serve Beljing's interests. For Xi
it is always about strengthening
China’s role and influence as a global
power. China will be concerned if the
war is over, the US may become even
more focused on its trade war with
Beijing.

So far, the war in Ukraine has
allowed China to benefit from the
strain that it has put on the West.

US suggestions that it will pull
back on its alliance commitments in
Europe have raised doubts over the
dependability of the US as an ally for

as Trump prepares to move into the
White House,

The longer the war in Ukraine
continues in this way, the longer
China will reap the benefits from the
reduction of the relative weight of the

the war as envisaged by Trump. A
Trump-brokered deal would likely lift
sumllom and provide a powhlln) of

ing down the US trade and tariffs war
against it. Draining the West's
resources in defending Ukraine keeps
it away from the Indo-Pacific region
In which most of the competition

, more coop
bem een IhE west m\d Russia.
It would s y &

United States as its main al
and geo-economic rival.

A carefully managed continua-
tion of the war against Ukraine, by
contrast, benefits China in asserting
its global leadership.

China's approach to managing
the “Ukraine crisis” was reiterated by
Xi at the recent Brics summit in
Kazan, Russia, and in a meeting with
former Russian president Dmitry
Medvedev in Beijing on 12 December.
It is focused on upholding “three key
principles: no expansion of the bat-
tlefields, no escalation of hostilities,
and no fanning flames, and [striving)
for swift deescalation of the situa-
tion"

Putin’s to Rus-
sia’s lmernallonal rehabilitation,
reduce his country’s dependence on
China, and potentially rekindle his-
torical Russia-China rivalries.
Trump’s claim that he wants to “un-
unite” Russia and China will not have
gone unnoticed in Beljing.

And even if Trump did not man-
age to drive a wedge between Russia
and China, a stronger Kremlin would
mean a shift of the power dynamic in
the partnership between Moscow and
Beijing, potentially elevating Putin
from a junior partner to Xi’s peer.

From a Chinese perspective,
helping Trump to broker a deal
between Russia and llhnlne oﬂer\

China and the US will play

ut.

Xi has no interest in seeing Putin
being strategically defeated in
Ukraine, but keeping Russia bogged
down in its war against Ukraine will
ensure that the partnership between
Beijing and Moscow will stay on cur-
rent terms with the balance of power
tilted towards China.

Keeping the war in Ukraine
going, rather than helping Trump to
end it, therefore is the most likely
choice that Beijing will make.

(The writers are, respectiely, Professor of
International Security, Uniersity of

Ingham, and Professor of nternational
Relstions, Jean Monne Professor of Europesn
Security, National University Odesa Law
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ply of them. High cost of printing of
course presents a difficulty; but that is no
reason why these useful books should not
be available, especially to the students
who need them most. What harm is there
inraking the price, if it be at all necessary?
In the case of the Tariff Board Report 4
annas has actually been added to the
usual price of one rupee. Let us hope the
Government will reprint the reports in
question at theirearliest convenience.
— Yours, etc.
NIRMAL KANTI MAJUMDAR.
Naorth Chakrabere Road

COAL INDUSTRY

{E EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN

SIR,—Itis reported that the order for
the current year's requirements of coalon
the Sukkur Barrage has been placed in
SouthAfrica

The Indiancoa industry is oneof the
chiefif not the chief industrial enterprise
of the country and is suffering at present
from acute depression due to loss of mar-
kets which have in many instances been
captured by the South African coalfields.

Tata's steel works and the allied con-
cerns at Jamshedpur represent a nascent
industry. This is, being bolstered up by Gov-
emment in the face of economic facts at
the expense of every user of steel and every
tax-payer in [India, which is practically syn-
onymous with every inhabitant of India. Yet
the coal industry is being further handi-
capped by placing orders for the Sukkur
Barrage coal in South Africa. Where is the
consistency between these two policies?

EAA.L

Dibrugarh,

A COSSIPORE-CHITPORE
COMPLAINT

) THE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN
SIR,—The newly-made Ward No.
XXXII of the Calcutta Corporation (the old
Cossipore-Chit pore municipal area) isin a
very bad way indeed for want of road-
watering and the ratepayers do not know
where to turn for relief. The first breath of
" Swaraj " they have begun to inhale in
mixed up here with such a thick doud of
dust that their lives have become unbear-
able to them, at least to those who happen
to live by the roadsides. It is now some time
since the jute season commenced; and long
strings of jute-laden cans, not to speak of
motorcars or lorries and, last though not
least, the herds ofhomeward-bound cattle
wending their way through the gloaming
and through three inches of fine dust on
the centre of the roads, and six inches on
the road-sides (be the same alittle more or
less) have made life not worth living not
anly for the venturesome wayfarer and the
joy-rider but for the timid house holder as
well, who fails to muster courage to court
suffocation on his Majesty'shighway.

In previous years the moad-watering
used to commence shortly after the rains,
and generally from the beginningof Octo-
ber. But this year the ald arrangements
have been completely wiped out, with
nothing to replace them save and except
the watering motor-cart of the old munic-
ipality—which, again, was laid up for
some months in the Corpomation motor
hospital, and was only very recently cured
and discharged, in order to water, ineffec-
mallv ank the Rarmeknare Triink Road
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Style and substance
Spedialised funds will increase choices

he Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has notified the so-

called “specialised investment funds”, or SIF, and clarified the rules and

regulations of this new asset class, which it conceptualised a few months

ago. The SIF has been designed to offer an investment option midway
between a portfolio management scherne (PMS) and “vanilla” mutual funds (MFs).
Asset-management companies (AMCs) can use these instruments to offer high-
risk, high-return trading to who possess the
requisite risk appetite and financial capacity. The minimum investment value is
0 lakh, which is less than the minimum 50 lakh threshold for the PMS, though
accredited investors can invest less. AMCs launching these schemes would have to
appoint chief investment officers with at least 10 years' experience in managing
assets worth at least 5,000 crore, and additional fund managers with at least seven
years' experience handling at least 3,000 crore. The AMC itself must have been in
operation for at least three years, with assets of at least £10,000 crore.

The regulator has laid down a few investing rules and regulations for this
strategy. The new product line may have offers across open-ended, close-ended,
and interval i ies. The list of i will likely be
announced by Sebi later. A few limits have been set out by the notification. No SIF
can allocate more than 20 per cent of its net asset value (NAV) to debt instruments
issued by a single issuer. However, the 20 per cent rule would be waived if the SIF
invests in government securities. This limit can be extended to 25 per cent with
approval from the board of trustees and the AMC’s board of directors. Further, SIFs
can't invest more than 15 per cent of the company's paidup capital with voting
rights. And neither can they put in more than 10 per cent of their NAV in equity
shares of any company. When it comes to real estate investment trusts (Reits) and
infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs), SIFs can invest up to 20 per cent of their
assets in these instruments but no more than 10 per cent in any single Reit or InviT.

Sebi has further directed AMCs to clearly distinguish SIFs from MFs through
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The Great Capitulation

With tech CEOs and other elites bowing to MrTrump, the airis

ta press conference at Mar-a-Lago on Monday,

Donald Trump described recent visits from Tim

k, chief executive officer of Apple, Sergey

Brin, a co-founder of Google, and other tech barons.

“In the first term, everyone was fighting me,” he said.

“In this term, everyone wants to be my friend.” For
once, he wasn't ing.

SlnaeMr‘!mmpwmre -election — this time with
lnAn!rScsseemlohMbslmyw\llmmndupm
him as he goes about transforming America into the
sort of authoritarian oligarchy he
admires. Call it the Great Capitulation.

Following January 6, Mark
Zuckerberg, the Facebook co-founder,
suspended Mr Trump's account. But
last month at Mar-a-Lago, The Wail

goingoutofthe old liberal order

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINKA

is owned by the Walt Disney Company, made lhe

the end of his 10-year term rather than make Mr
‘Trump fire him. Several Democrats have signalled
their wllungmss 1o vmd( whh uon Muskand Vivek
d of
Government !-.fﬂdzru:y or DOGE, seem poised to
hack away at our already threadbare safety net.

In The New Yorker, Jonathan Blitzer wrote of the
current at torenew
such as Venezuela and Halti to possibly shield them
from deportation under Mr Trump. “For a president
whncomlchrsMrmenﬁsmnnd!\lswamed
about the hy
cfmdens Whlte House has struck several people |

sedate.” Mr Blitzer wrote.
l)lﬂemmpeopkhmdn’femm reasons for falling
inline. 'may simply lack hfora

craven decision to settle a flimsy
brought by Mr Trump.

As you mzyremember.amrylmyeulmmdw
‘Trump civilly liable for sexually abusing the writer
E Jean Carroll. In a memorandum, the judge in the
case explained that while a jury didn't find that Mr
‘Trump had raped Ms Carroll, it was operating under
New York criminal law, which defines rape solely as
“vaginal penetration by a penis.” It did find that he'd
forcibly penetrated her with his fingers.

“The finding that Ms Carroll
failed to prove that she was ‘raped”
within the meaning of the New York
Penal Law does not mean that she
failed to prove that Mr Trump ‘raped’
her as many people commonly

and maintaining separate websites Street  Journal reported. Mr understand the word 'rape.”” wrote

forthe new asset class. Th i i tothat i stood, hand on heart, as the judge. "Indeed, as the evidence

mmssngmnmmfcmmmbedmgadbym.sdmmmdbymemof “the club played a rendition of the attrial recounted below makes dlear,

the fund. For equity schemes up to 2500 crore, the national the jury found that Mr Trump in fact
January 6 defendants. (It's not clear " did exactly that."

hnsbccnmpp:dleSpcrmu{theassﬂsundumaxmmml(AUM)mup
reduces as AUM increases. SIFs will allow AMCs to tap wealthy individuals and
fsnuhcswhhomnpamﬂvclyh@surplusﬁmdsmmvcs!mdwﬂhng:mssmbmr
the extra risks. This class of investor PMS. SIFs
of flexibility that enables AMCs to compete with PMS but the houses would have to
vmrkmnfmmmmumahcsmsmmamuﬂwthanPMSThcywmﬂdmhm
work out what sort of -.u....beﬁnnn-
cially h ile to enter thi Sebi has done well
mhmemcSIthichwﬂlﬁlllgpfmmhuvzlywmlthymm MFs have
played an important role in building the equity culture in India and channelising
savings into productive investments. For SIFs, a lot will depend on in

Mr Zuckerberg knew what he was MICHELLE GOLDBERG

H.mmngm)bhsplagslnmmkm-

‘The ABC News anchor George
sxephanopaulos appe.ued to be

dollar donation to Mr Trump's as did
the OpenAl CEO Sam Altman and Jeff Bezos' company
Amazon, which will also stream the Inauguration on
itsvideo
Aﬁerﬂmrmagmmz&cmedlmhump Person
of the Year,” the publication’s owner, the Salesforce
CEO Marc Benioff, wrote on X, "This marks a time of
great promise for our nation.” The owner of The Los
AludesTlms. the billionaire phnrmaceuuu] and

Shi

inMarch, hesaid
on-air that a jury md found Mr Trump Uable for

or feel, not umeanomhl'y nm it's futile. ()ux xedi
however |

to welcome the new order. Many hated wukmesu
resented the demands of newly uppity employees

d chafed at y Joe Biden's
to regulate crypto and “artificial lmelllgence twu

soclal harm, Thsele:Oswhogmmle!heyue
by riding the zeitgeist; they can pivot easily from
mouthing platitudes about racial equity to slapping
on a red MAGA hat.

Some Democrats appear to think that they might
steer DOGE in a productive direction and that, regard-
i Th

3 get for
after all, has rendered its verdict on #Resistance.

(One of Kamala Harris's pollsters, Politico report-
ed recently warned the Democratic National

against pearl
Mr Trump'’s tnnmlons. lncludlng the wildly
unfit characters he’s announced for his administra-
tion. The voters, she sald, "don’t care about who he's
putting in cabinet positions.”

Collectively, all these elite decisions to bow to Mr
Trump make it feel like the air Is going out of the
old liberal order. In its place will be something more
ﬂnhless and Nietzschean.

rape.” MrTrum, eg
times files, defamation cases a@lnsl his percelved
enemies In the press, sued. And mnug: his case
:ezned ahsurdly mk ABL News decided to settle

toMr Trump's
futum presidential library or museum, $1 million in
legal fees and a public statement of regret from Mr

the initial few years.

The spirit of governance

Directors must exercise ﬁdudary duties
“grndialnc

app Y gover-
nancesw-dards mﬁﬁhcdlmnormcmdlmocEmhlmSumy(EES)on
in Nifty 100 slwwsmvnduxspunmus

‘have steadily aligned with rd: by the C

mmnmwmmmmalm&m Boardnusammz

maikumlﬂﬂmhgwmmp‘smhhmpdd&sand
urging the Senate not to allow recess appointments.
Most shocking of all, last week ABC News, which

and the network.
Displays of submission aren't limited to tech and
media. Christopher Wray, the head of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, agreed to step aside before

Movingbeyond dependence

dividual has the intrinsic moral right to
Il\e his life in a special and fulfilling way without
subordlnnlng to (he universal cnllecllve Marc

enture ca

italist at the forefront of Sllicun Vl)ley ] nynwu%
lurch, wrote on X last week. “Purveyors of abstract
gullt must not steal that from you." Even powerful
people who didn't vote in favour of this harsh new
world can find their consolations in it.

2024 The New York Times News Service

ver 50 per. of

d 9.2 per cent seate and central gy grants,
their emment. This has resulted in a hmvy reliance on di sector
vhil e byover20  transfers, which increased by 24.9 per cent and 204 vides nuanced s finan-
] eff average

per cent in 2022-23, according to the Reserve Bank of

per cent from the Centre and sule

index. Given that listed need to have five v ~on India's (RBI's) recent report on municipal finances. in2022-23. have central grant efficlency rate of 59 per cent, with state
audit, human - ies need that Decentralising local governance Is crucial to  surged by a staggering 363.06 per cent, rising from mme«lcnencymmdng&'parmmnmm
there are sufficient board members so that the same member docs not sr:rw on empowering municipal bodies with greater adminis- 22,886 crore in zmv 2om (LUM crore in 2023-24.  ipalities. Most allocate thed:
ltiple The EES study trative autonomy and financial ind; . 1;:‘--« ;' e . for high- qunntypub- OW tax revenue lary
mere-  lic services in urban areas, the re| imitis l rcaplta.
— from 9.86 in FY21 to 10.82 in FY24 — and 61 per cent of the o had e © ;":.,..,p.g.m,, Wﬁmmfwm';uﬂwmmm.
between nineand 13 di Th DI0U-ERe- for effective urban governance. Municipalities can  ping, adigital paymem sysem. and improved prop-  silver lining. Municipalities have consistently main-
utive di (NEDs), i {ID), should 50 P p rhy ety tax better reflect appreciating  tained a budget surplus exceeding 10 per cent over the
percent of the board. C here has significantly. agement strategies by diversifying income sources  property themost  past three years, indicating a of
The survey showed 44 per cent of the Nifty 100 companies had between 50 mdenhlnchgﬂsmlupnhllldeﬂ significant source of tax revenue. d stability. However,
and 74 per cent of NEDs, up from 35 per cent in FY21. For 55 per cent of the 44 per oot hm:lxn‘m:dm i M'm&j non—mmvenue,uhld’:ts:llnume fthe ot
ves a dual approact nec es. more ¢ the one:
anNEDsamxmndfoﬂSpercmormmo{dnbund.Asfsrasmsmmm transfers from m‘:;\erlwelsofmmmdme tax revenue, the report cites the 1 I:lgf £1 per cent) lack inde-
96 per cent of the companu:s either met or y that "
= Sia R 3 use, and allo- Gujarat, pendent powers, requiring
such . of the board. No is the fact that cation of local revenue streams. In and Tripurato make a case for Intro-  state approval for financial declsions. This constraint
the Nifty 100 companies reported 200 women directors in FY24, up from 158 in India, urban local bodies (ULBs) face ducing “user charges” for essential  severely I
FY?.I Almost 74 per cent of them are IDs, meaning they are unlikely to be token significant challenges in achieving services such as water supply, sani- region-spe
families, wlﬂx:hhndbemlhepupularprankemrlkr financial autonomy, primarily due tation, and waste Th | y with the find
Itisinteresting, however, that whi withor to the limited devolution of author- A recent study titled "Municipal  ofthe RBI report on municipal finances. The insights
statutory requireme appear short on some practices and resources. Performance of Indlan Cities: An  from these s call for a new institutional archi-
that i ity thigy o k"w fution o heit b Financial transfers to municipal Evaluation Based on UOF Data”high-  tecture in Wm municipalities must be at the core
are non-mandatory. For instance, just 61 per cent of the companies have
B y governments account for only 045 lights the pressing faced of and with
the post of and director as by the Uday per cent of India’s gross domestic by ULBsinIndia. d: il and financial autonomy.
Kotak Committee. lndenhadmndelhxsmmcmwl\murVOnmn product (GDP), a stark contrast to ed by the Ministry of Housing and “T'he path forward requires two key strategies. First,
o0, almostall meetthe like Brazil, e CONURBATION Urban Affairs through the Urban  the devolution of finances should be improved by
gznuuwgmdctdwcmtyismﬂancmdwgmkwcmenmmﬁmmmpercem Philippines, and Mexico, where the Outco: 1l pAMDLI financial | and state
of all board directors and 27 per cent of independent directors. figures range from 16 per cent to 54 AMIT KAPOOR Fl platform, the study eval Second, must diversify
This uend suggcsts that for o intoa per cent. In European nations, such performance of 134 munldp:klnes. revenue sm-eams and be empowered to make
transfers can even reach 6 per cent to 10 per cent of It examines five critical verticals — ial decisions. This can b

governance, need to make the transition
fmm cunfnrmmg to the letter of the regulations to complying with the spirit as
well. Kcylothistmnsmonnscmbllngmswmwithmum freedom rather
than function the Thisisa i

in ietary family ith

and Board: industry, banking, and

have proved notably ineffective in preventing crises such as those in Satyam,
IL&FS, ICICI Bank, Yes Bank, and Byju's, to name a few. Exercising this fiduciary
duty isasmucha n:pondbmty of the director as the management. The fact that
IDs also head not evading their
responsibilities. As the study shows, sitting fees for directors are more than gen-
erous, which demands that IDs leverage the expertise for which they have been
chosen and speak truth to power when necessary. India Inc can only be a net
gainer from such managerial reform.

Thinking small to makeit big

Ghp, mmpllfylng the critical role of robust inter-
g in local
go 'l'hese Ngh

vices, technology, planning. and finance — aa\:mzo
sectors and 100 indicators, offering a granular view
of urban

light need. trar
to Indian municipalities. Equally important |s me

™ fthis

provides particularly valuable insights. It assesses

il digital solutions

and financial
d bonds. These par-
Umhxly for smaller munlclpll corponnons. can

fornna

ability of own rev- across four crucial areas: Revenue  critical urban lnlnsuuclure. sustainable develop-
enue, an area where they lag fiscal ment, and climate resilience efforts, as highlighted
In this second aspect, finance in India and flscal Intherev-  inthe RBIreport.
facesa triad ) sector, per cent By & through
lection, heavy from thy d  of generate less than 23 per cent of uncd
the Centre, and an increase in municipal borrowings.  thelr total on gic Indlan
‘The 2024 RBI report titled "Own Sources of Revenue  tax revenue. and
G [ Along with this, 22 derive 80 per  add
and C] " sheds light on these cent of thelr total revenue from taxes alone. Perhaps
Municipal corporations generated only 0.6 per  most halfthe atthor s ch Nabha
centof GDP in revenue, compared to .6 percentby  struggle to develop fi sources,

graduate). Their agency, The
isten
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foundational doctrine.

The RIP relentlessly crith-
ased the Congress as the
principal offender when it
comes 10 transgressions of
the Constitution. However,
the RIP overloked that in

some it has sur
HASAN sedd the Congress in these
PROFESSOR EMERITA, CENTRE mw‘.""u
FOR POLITICAL STUDIES, INU The debute was noteworthy
m nmum- respect, with
HE delt d about the
in the twoday Congress' preeminent role in
debateon75years  Constitution-making
of the Constitu- Defence Minister Rajnath
tion in Purlament  Singh, while initiating the

suw the Congress and the
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)
highlighting their own com-

debate in the Lok Sabha, said
attempts had been made to
project the Constitution as a

vision, but equally keen on
pointing tolapses committed
by the rival side.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi singled out the Con-
gress for a no-holds-barred
attack. He blamed the Nehru-
Gandhi family for the subver-
sion of the Constitution. He
cited, for example, the Con-
gress party’s hand in uup

of a particular
oty in the last few years.
“Today, I want to make it dear
that our C is not

OPED
Why the making of Constitution matters today

UNHISTORICAL: The B.P has sought to

consonance with the needs
wporary  Hindu

the gift of a single party”

nationalist politics. The BIP

It might be 0
ask why this unhistorical
reconstruction is being made.
It's certainly not the "gift of
one party”. But, having been
largely absent from the free-
dom struggle and the Con-

;nsnm( Uu- stituent A bly, we cun,
perhaps, withthe
ollhrl')mgm'uﬂv}w mpuhrdﬂ\rml'mdtm

role of Jawsharll Nehru in
the first amendment to the
Constitution.

Rahul Gandhi framed his
intervention in terms of a
conflict between the compet-
ing deologies of civie nation-
alism and Hindutva, distin-
Ruishing the upholders of the
Constitution from the sup-
porters of Manwsmriti — a
text whose tenets challenge
the basic premises of India's

size the Congress mle and
insert its own ideas in the pro-
ceedings from which it was
basically absent.

But this is not just about
downplaying the Congress’
ke in drafting the Constitu-
tion. It demonstrates more
stark attempts to further
mainstream the BRIPs dis-
cursive and political agenda
of rewnting the national
seript o reinterpret events in

L WRing
its power at the Centre for o
aleulated reconstruction of
modern history.

There is no shortage of his-
torical analyses of the origing
of the Constitution and, yet,
repeated attempts are being
made to misrepresent and
misinterpeet its history.

drafting the C

mental study of The Indian
Constitution: Comerstoneof a
Nation, notes that the *Con-
stituent Assemnbly was a one-
party body in an essentially
oneparty country...*

Thanks to Mahatma Gand-
hi, BR Ambedkar was
appointed Chairman of the
Drafting Committee and he,
undoubtedly, played an
important role in drfting the
Constitution.

But the Drafting Commit-
tee was not entirely o free
agency. The drft of the Con-
stitution was discussed as per
the views and recommenda-
tons of various subject com-
mltns and the draft itself

the Congress’ roke

One has to see the Constitu- .
tion as the product of a collec The BJPis
tive  deliberation that ietnk«
SOt Oyir e Yo unmistakably
morethan7500amendments  |everaging its power
were tabled and 2,500 moved ; . )
andadocumentofaimastsoo At the Centre fora
anticles emerged, one of the l'.ll('ll]&lll‘('
longest of its kind ) .

Its drafters were chosen by reconstruction of
indirect elections. But itwas  mjem history.

Indians who drafted it. No
lonial theory and practice

U

was involved in shaping the
Constitution. Our own ver
sions of democracy, secular
s and federalism driven by
principles of equality, justice
and fruternity underlined it
This vision of a new India of
“equal atizens” was articulat-
od in the Karachi Congress
Resolution of 1031, It went on
to become the core of the Con-
gress campaign in the 1937
elections and later, formed
the core of the Constitution.
Contrary to the Defence
Minister's claim that the Con-
gress was not the only party
which drafted the Constitu-
tion, the fact is that the vast

1. amended and,
ultimately, adnpud by Ihr

as an independent sovereign
republic in which all power
woulkd be “derived from the
people”, guaranteeing to "all
the people of India justice,
sockal, economic and political;
equality of status, of opportu-
nity, and before the law; free
dom of thought, expression,
belief, faith, woeship, vocation,
association and action, subject

o law and public morality.”
The objectives enshrined in
the Preamble contain the
Basic  Structure  doctrine,
which has given our wonder
ful Constitution a certain per
manence and stability. This
owes mostly to the vision
articulated in the Constituent
Assembly debates, but this
was in no way inevitable or
4 C. |

larger (
This is a critical aspect o
bear in mind, espedally as in
muany of the debates, Ambed-
kar was not expressing his
own opinions but “lawyering”
on behalf of the draft amend-
mmu discussed in the sub
This

ism based on adult franchise
and fundamental rights
marked a sharp break with
history, fuith and identity,
signposting instead a strong
linkage between the mticolo-
nial mmuu\lhmllnd\he
gh the

nolm- his remark that he
was a hack’, as noted by
Anand Teltumbde in his
recently published bography,
Jeonodast: A Reflective Biog-
raphy Of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar,

Nehru played the most sig
nificant role in the delibern-
tions of the Constitution. 'hr

Constitution. The decisive
factor was the sheer sweep of
the anticaste social reform
and anti-colonial mass move-
ments in the late 19th and ear
ly 20th centuries.

Inchia’s adoption of & Consti-
tution enshrining political
equaity of all dtizens was o
majpr human and political

chy nt of the modern

elected on a Congress ticket,
leading to charges that the
Assembly was entirely domi-
nated by the Congress
Granville Austin, in his monu-

process of
ing began with the Aims anl.l
Objectives resolution moved

world R, however, can no
uuwbeukrnlrwnmdm

by Nehru on Dx ber 13,
1946, which became the Pre-
amble. The landmark Objec
tives Resolution defined India

when
punu: has created the sense
of majorities based on perma
nent ascriptive identities.

Buddha Nullah atoxic story of mdustnahsaﬂon

b

ated along the waterway, dis-
charging untreated effluents
Domestic sewage, agricultur-
al runoff and unchecked
wowth of dairies along its
tanks compounded the pol
lution. The efMuents over-

EXCHIEF PRINCIPAL
SECRETARY, PUNJAB

UDDHA NUL-
LAH, once a pris-

painful decline for over 50
yeurs. Flowing through Ludhi-
ana, Punjabis industrial heart-
land it s now an infumous tox-
ic drain. It carries untreated
indhustrial waste, urban sewage
and agnoultural runoff. The
drain symbolises the environ-
mental costs of industridisa-

tionand urt oo

helmed the nullab's natural
ability to purify itself. Over
time, it could no longer sup-
port the communities that
once thrived along its banks.
Buddha Nullah's deteriora-
tion to a tode dmin has
impacted the quality of Bfe of
the Jocals. Children contend
with harmful fumes, exacer-
toting respiratory  issues,
Adults face chronic illnesses
like skin diseoses and gas
trointestinal disorders direct-
Iy linked to the polluted water.
Fishing communities have
wandoned thelr tmde as
aquatic ife has vanished. The
wxic water has not only
of

state water relations.

Efforts to restore the nullah
have been sporadic and rid-
dled with challenges. Early
ttemipts in the 1080s focused

CESSPOOL: Buddna Nullah's future hes inthe hands of the govt, industnies and local communities. ru mow

ordination between govem-
ment bodies and civil society
has further hin-

implementation of these regu-  and promote environmentally
lations, holding the polluting  responsible behaviour. It will
industries e in the interest of the indus.
Relocatingthe mostharmfil  try to actively associate tsell

& dzones,  in such end A dean
P db could n  Lodhiana

may attract more industnial
consumers.

W the new industries and
those which move to safer
places may also be allowed to
make commerdal capital out
dthnrpn-mlptumn

offer valuable lessons, The
‘Thames river in the UK, ance
known as “The Great Stink”,
was revitalised through sus-
tained political will, heavy

Comp palicy
reforms must prioritise the
tributary’s health with clear
goals and timelines while
ensuring that Bvelihoods are

protected.
Expanding and updating
is

demd progress, leaving the
pollution and its impacts
largely uncontained.

The judicial interventions
sought by environmentalists

eritical. Increasing the num-
ber of STP and common

and imp
tion of strict environmental
laws. The Rhine in Europe
underwent a trunsformation
due 10 coordinated global
efforts. Similady, the Ganga
Action Plan has demonstt-
ed the effectiveness of com
munity involvernent and pub>
Boprivate partnership. These
Py

effuent plants
(CETPs) will reduce the influx
of untreated waste into the

that
with a committed, multifac-
eted approach, Buddha Nul

HARD

B Moon enters Leo sgn 200 am

07

pled with human negligence.  thetr Bivdlihoods but dso p on @ and For restc ring have been Emited to ad hoc  nullah. RmH.'nr monitoring hhunnhnlx- restored,
Yet, despite the grim reality,  abroader public health crisis. industriad  waste, but they 1. memsures for a persstent in l efMuent; nunulmnrlvnn
a gimmer of hope persists S int a hi lacked mecha- Buddha .\lludll. problem. Deeper thought and  are trested before disch d it
Restorstion efforts, though  picture. The hedlth authorities nisms, Inthe 19905, industries strict N'glll&lll()ll\'l() innovative solutions for & Geographic hl)m\munSy! -uch‘mmamalr;aq
challenging, offer the prom-  have reported that Yy were 4 1l effh " durable impuct are needed. tems (GIS) magpingcaniden-  of resilience and collective
ise of renewal and resilience, dnnmwmu-mnm ent treatment plants (ETPs), enforce industrial Achieving meaningful  tify pollution hotspots, allow  action. A revitalised tributary
provided they are supp i thenul  but wus inconsis- com )Ililll(‘l'\\'llll progress requires a combing-  ing targeted interventions. @an once again  sustain
by bureauctatic efficlency, hhnmmmnd o the unaf-  tent with many ETP remain. I tion of policy reforms, techno- Community engagement is  vilrant aquatic ecosystems
political will and community  fected regions A202studyv by ing dysfunctiona, Bioremedi- environmental logical innovation and active  also  vital for swcessful  and provide clean water for
particpation Punjob Agricultuml Universi-  ation was also attempted, but standards, rot The efforts, Ed the local
Initsprime, Buddha Nullah  ty revealed alarmingly high  success remained elusive. standards, robust foll can help & b IR The future of Buddha Nul
was a lifeline for the n-u-n levels of heavy metals like lead Recent initiatives, such as ummlunngu! improve the situation tion and proper disposal meth- hh. l.h\nlhmm-)-nh of
Its clear waters 1ch hy far  the Buddha Nullah Rejuvena- I al dischange Sticter  regulations are  ods can reduce d
agquatic ecosystems, support:  exceeding the safe hmits.  tion Project and installation of Industrial disc WIBC exsential © enforce industrial gartage dumping into the nul- nui hx-ll communities.
ed agiculture and con-  These pollutants have seeped  sewage  teatment  plants — and heawy |)l1lil|lll's with lah Cleanli Together they can restore it to
tributed to the livelihoods of  into the groundwater, further  (STP) during 20182022 have $ o tal stanchards. wa\mmmlm A local por its glory. Even the most
local furmers and businesses.  compromising pubbc health, been undermined by funding fornon “""l)h'"l(' ing of industrial dischargeand  can remove pollutantsandfos-  polluted waterways can be
However, it began declining The pdluted waters alsocon-  delays, poor enforcement and arecrucial. heavy penalties for noncom:  Ur acollecive senseof respon- — revived  with determination
as Ludhians sawrapid indus-  taminate the Sutlg river and  resistance 10 the removal of pisncearecruaad Adedicted  sibility. Gro initiatives d collab Punjab and
trialisation, Factories prolifer-  Harike reservolr downstream.  encroachments. The lack of s tsk frce should oversee the  can transformpublic atitudes  Punjabis can do it for sure.
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ESTABLISHED 1948

ONOE willdisrupt
democracy’sﬁ'eeplay

lmmdumon in parlmmemol two bills seeking to
tothe Lok Sabha
a

ind state assemblics shows the persistence of the
government with the idea of One Nation, One Election
(ONOE) which has been widely discussed in the country
and invited strong opposition. The bills have been referred
toaJoint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) which will delib-
erate on their provisions. The JPC is likely to return them
to parliament with no substantial changes. Going by the
mngpmnonomlwtﬂlbm'nmday |munlllcrlynmd|cy
will have a passage in p as, being C
amcmhwms.mcynmiammlrdsmpmy Even some
members of the ruling side were absent in the House for
voting on Tuesday.

The opposition to the idea of a single election has come
notonly from most of the Opposition parties but also from
large of civil and political society. Of it
parties have dubbed it as violative of the basic structure
of the Constitution and the bills as beyond the legislative
competence of parliament. They have contended that the
bills would take away lhc autonomy of state legislatures

liament. The simull lectios

plan would cover local self-govern- t

ment institutions too, as proposed Slmu“?neous
by the government. Apart from is- UL

sues relating to constitutionality, severely

the proposal raises serious political )

issues. Voters have differentconsid-  JGLLLE
erationswhen theyvotefordifferent  ETTETEY

levels of government. But simulta- .

Siefostpimk s ":'r parties that
---d : h 'Th " l areintegral
l:::“’:: nanonn Dﬂﬂlc& [ EI ll) I"dia's
pnn]eswhlchmvnvu‘yknpoﬂnm political
partofthecodniny ¥ system
pendents in all elections, That wul
distort the free play of democratic
forces. The Oppasition has also objected to the additional

wmpvmmlhc Election Commission of India (ECI).
The argument in favour of simultancous elections is
that they will save costs, improve the efficiency of the elec-
toral process and increase voter participation. Itis claimed
that it will ensure policy stability to governance since the
governments will have a fixed term. But these are insuffi-
cient rewards in view of the serious losses for citizens in

COMMENT

BEYOND PRIVACY

Are Indiansatrisk of
unchecked dataprofiling?

Anomission from the
DPDP Act raises concerns
ondata misuse with
far-reachingimplications
RITVLI RATN TIWARI
'n Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight
Jor a Human Future at the New
Frontfer of Power, Shoshana Zubolf

where data becomes

warns of a world
the raw material for mnnlpulmon

conduct data analysis for non-com-
mercial purposes, free from Indian
oversight, a loophole that could hnw.-

assumes that all non-commercial
data processing is inherently benign.
Nmory hns shown |Im data can be

d for i ion cam-

#mﬁcnnl anthropic impl

e question must be asked wheth-
er the act fails to foresee these risks
he reversal

paigns, political manipulation, and
wnmlhncc.m(:umbtihﬂ\m'lyfg
Aalin o e s iy

test. _.\: we

dumd rather thm hemg

intro-

omission?
Why dues this mnnu’ The compa-

Kingdom d the immense

power of data profiling in influencing

elections. In India, where data privacy

awarenessisstill growing, such vulner-

abilities are even more pronounced.
the

ny built
lmagr‘ from social media and other
10 create a massive facial

turning individuals into pi

prvdum of their digital sclves, This
reality is no longer confined to dysto-
pian speculation; it has arrived, most
recently highlighted by Clearview Al's
controversial practices. In September
this year, the US-based facial recogni-
tion company was fined €30.5 million
($33.7 million) by the Dutch Data Pro-
tection Authority (DPA). Clearview Al
was penalised for creating an illegal
database of billions of images scraped
from the internet without consent, a
clear Union's
General Data Protection m:gnlnnon
This enforcement action raises criti-
cal questions for [ndia as it navigates
its new data p:mminn law, especially

processed outside itsborders,

The Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPI)P) Aain Indladnlml toh have ex-
that the law applies to lhe processing
of digital personal data outside India
if such processing is in connection
with the offering of goods or services
to individuals within the country, On
paper, this ensures that foreign busi-

within the liaw's ambit. However, what
stands out is the removal of a critical
idea, profiling. Fndkrdhr:ﬂsnRIM hi:
exts coverage to the profiling of

Indian citizens regardless of

goods or services were offered. Thr

rccoxnmon database. Under GDPR,
reguhmlmdchep‘mmn?uvlnpe

raises ques-
tions about Parliament’s intent. Was it
adfllm:e choice to appease oertain

sight? E"arher drafis of ﬂl: bill clearly

nalising Clearview Al for

E)

or B
i

nor technical change. This shift leaves.
thedoor open for foreign entities toex-
ploit Indian data without fear of legal
repercussions, undermining the very
purpose of adata protection regime.,
If we consider data as a resource
analogous to energy or labour, India’s
failure to regulate profiling mirrors
hmnder ethical concerns raised in
ions on human
and transhumanism, the unchecked

long-term societal consequences. The
anthropic principle reminds us that
our existence within a technological
demands responsibility in

risks, The i

ple's data privacy rights, What makes
the GDPR particularly significant is its
extra-territorial reach. Any company
processing the data of European citi-
zens, nomatter whereitoperates, must
comply. Moreover, GDPR takes a firm
mndaxnlm prulihm making it |Ik~

avalid

legal reason.

In contrast, India's DPDP Act, with
its omission of profiling, would allow
similar practices to go m\dmhd. If

is not neutral; it is an act that invites
exploltation.

To address these shortoomings, In-
dia must look to global best practices.
“The European Union's GDPR and Chi-
na's Personal Information Protection
Lawoffer vakable lessons. Both frame-
works regulate profiling explicitly, en-
suring that individuals have control
over how their data is used. India must
reintroduce provisions to regulate
profiling, closing the loophole created
byits umumun Additionally, the law’s

Clrlnrlrwm

etoprofile
e "

.... scope must be broad-

nnAI version passed by Pardi
omitted this provision. Notably, thc
rules for the implementation of the
Act are on the verge of being notified,
which brings renewed urgency to ad-
dress these omissions.

Profiling is the process of analysing
personal data 1o predict behaviours,

g 1
orservices, it would technically escape
Indian law’s reach. This creates a dan-
rio where forel
whether non-profits, think tanks, or
political agencies, can analyse Indian
citizens' data to predict behaviours,
influence opinions, or arget individ-

Indian
citizens’data, rrxndksd its purpose
or commercial intent.

The Clearview Al case serves as
cautionary tale. It highlights the mks
posed by unchecked data processing
and the power of robust regulations
in holding violators accountable, In-
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SPEAKOUT

Congressis tryingtospread lies in the country.
They have alwaysdisrespected Babasaheb
Ambedkar. He was forced to resign as the law
ministerof India.. Amit Shah hasexposed

the conspiracies they (Congress) carried
outagainst Ambedkar... They are now

misinterpreting Amit
Shah’sstatements.

Ravi Shankar Prasad, B8P MP

(amid row over Amit Shah's
remark on Ambedkar)

Itis better to offer no excuse than a bad one.

George Washington

TO BE PRECISE

AMBEDKAR. AMBEDKAR, AMBEDKAR...

WITHOUT AMBEDKAR, WE WOULD HVE

BEEN CRUSHED UNDER AND FOUND A
PLACE IN HEAYEN!

INPERSPECTIVE

Rural credit, the
nextfrontier

With the right
policy push, rural
financial inclusion
could drive the next
wave of economic
growth

DHAVAL MONANI AND
SHARADBALA JOSHI

tomers who, till then, were
considered non-bankable.
Bart this is largely confined 1o
dense urban regions; access
1o credit is still challenging
10 borrowers in the country’s
n and rural areas.

Disparities in

ance
Rural India has very low
mortgage penctration and

in spite of the government’s
path-breaking Jan Dhan

erms. " icri mage or interests, It is not just  uals without any legal accountability.  dia cannot afford to be complacent in he urban housing Yojana, access to credit
:hv.' -ﬂ;tzmﬁﬁTﬁm;??;ﬁ?ﬂamr m:it: a privacy issue but an existential risk,  Such scenarios evoke concerns raised  thisdigital age, where data transcends shortfall in India has  has remained abysmally
P! > oftheclaimed “5“ Y as articulated in works like Nick Bo- he s hole b k- borders and becomes a tool for influ- been well-researched,  low. Microfinance for most
mocracy. Someof thec ntages may turn outto strom's Superintelligence. Unchecked  tion and human enhancement ethics, ence and manipulation. The DPDP documented and debated.  remains the only means
bcunml lmplcmmmﬂon ofmc:wwnuli‘m ulm‘:" ﬁﬁlx”iﬁt‘ data analysis I.cm mmmﬂu'lﬁl:l where data-fuelled simulations are Act, while a step forward, must be ?w l’rnf,lg(a'l\lvm:m‘rll Awas ?l[ credit. ll;mning micro-
rise ol culties, s tors to simulate ict soc tom in hened 1o adds hese emer ‘ojana (. »h largest finance, a fast-emerging
propose astraitjack '(he ! ] and d paving the way for manip- unpm:nlnned wiys, offering power  ing challenges. By reintroducing pn’; social housing scheme in  sub-segment, fails to deliver
system, and further an authoritarian idea. Free play of ulation that the withou visions on profiling and expanding its the world, has successfully ~ as the short tenure and the
democracy is a virtue, not a limitation, and democracy sphere into political and cthical do- itorial reach, Indi delivered 8.5 million homes  high interest rates make it
doss ot cheap. i o mains. Bostrom warns of the unfore- Risks and regulat| h i K that truly ;ru ofa "28 mil:  unviable for anything but
Come ® The omissi pmllli also reflects  protects its citizens' data. on, ding to the Press somer v homeim
d regul dethical a larger issue within India's data pro- — (The writer iva final year student at Information Bureau. The provements. A typical rural
o hx InIndia’s case, theomission  tection regime. Its narrow focus on - the National Law Schoolof India fast decade has seen an eco-  housing microfinance loan
Dcllli Set for of profiling allows foreign entities to ¢ fal i er ly, Universit) W l&tﬂll of financial ;zl\;lm would h:’vc a tenure of fm;
: riskassessment, anddelivery  years and an interest rate of
@mmh%ﬁnshdg;‘mggn. 20% whereas in urban areas
AY-Gramin (PMAY-G)is  in the informal sector, the
three-way contest RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE oven mire sambidous, The. Ioan wonld hove & by o
\ . - danl o s o N o . L original target of 295 crore 15 years at an interest rate
thasnow the 2025 en l I‘eVlSlte houses by 2023-2024 wasin-  of 12% or less. This means
tions in Delhi will involve a triangular contest among. creased by another twocrore  that for a Rs-5 lakh loan, the
the AL, the BIF(ARd the Lougrist. e Ach of books and LP reconds, Then Wodeh ed. We “‘%‘E““mm.ﬁum E”&;‘R&‘é?.‘ oparediol 1'1‘:
i i i % o] veel ori o s, on, we 0UISe WAS OverTal were C can- compared to Rs
An;s':’nlfiem:lmcrr‘;ho‘::mh; anr:;l«hl‘::v? o::::r::;dc:rc o g s spent kends lost in those so much so that when the notbeoverstatedastherural 13246 in rural areas. For a
miﬁm Th id it %“ eed to 1l schoolopened doors tonew  gheives, surrounded by books, music, - school decided that lation currently stands  dema e with a month-
posi h e Pﬂnyﬁd it \'mrllI :on llo ave an al cxpericnceannd passions and the warmth of his cook’ for th Day, h iy atB833 millionwithapercap-  ly GD! ’ of Rs 4.000, finance
ance this time as it d won all the past el mions on its aknomlmnndbhum played Othello, and | was, somewhatim- ita GDP of Rs 40,925 - less  and a liveable house remain
own. Ithasrel | list of he BJIP MV  Desdemona! But high school banIndiaatRs  adi dream.
and the Congress have also started releasing their lists. i lhﬂdhﬂlﬁﬂ“ml"‘dm Thosewere  years Q“ld“y passed, and life drew us 98,435. The majority of The impact of PMAY-G is
The Congress’ first list includes former MP Sandeep noticed him for the first time in the lhe daysof VCR and Wetried 1o ell below an hdiminished, b
Dilsi whovil ke n Kertva i he New Delicon, | | 4o cordorsofbghuciool s surgamsimcameceibuyheamns syl daiclitoborsabrie | seopabiesmodudofiiny ke govrapen g
new boy, ing . Withalivel ryon message un cven is has a number of impli-  nises. ey factor here
stituency. Senior AAP 'ﬁﬂd’[“"d former Deputy Chief for somethingcomlorting et im _ mviecn e he vl brief/ faded ions onhealth, resil is the lack of inancial data,
MI"‘“‘"MH““"S' e " in class. C warldcd in  pick up Westerns, BBC comedies,and ~ Then, one day, decades later, | re- and il
n;m.Thcllneupmnll hiseyes. Looking h ithat  Hitchcock classi ceived an invitation to a book release Most lack basic sanitation  robust delivery m«hannm
the constituencies will be clear soon. destiny pushed me tnruthuul wohim  Hislovefor triviawas infectious, and  event. The author's name on the card andare vul 1 I that greatly lifies the
“welecrhuwareexpectedmbetwldlnl"ebmaryhnﬂw m-ld.y.lhndkmndnfmuvawwld kwm'thubdmhl«imimodn istakable. [ dtl ities, This affects nearly two-  cost u”
campaigning has already started. The AAP and the Con- introducetome—anaive | 2-year-old—a  the ..—-gm- mylong-lost, d friend, aBrit thirds of the Indian popula-  India remains at the fore-
which had contested th: gmcrlldemon alli whole new universe of cinema, books, | nhdﬂml.hndmnmcnmm tion and explains the thrust  front of digital payments in
gress, co "'u = e ""‘ Poli!imdmu;lm.mdikumdrup- Together we studied, played, Imwmi bis hy of & superstar Indian act given by the government the workd, UPl has managed
havedecided topartways, fetimeof memores. argued, and spent some of our happiest T was on his VIP guest list zhnuhy to prioritising PMAY-G, In  to penetrateeven the remot-
not help either party. The BJP won all the seven seats with 1 soon discovered that he was o childhood moments in hearty camara-  He had indeed arrived, pursuing a ca- spite of the need and will, a  est of rural locations and it
about 55% vote share. Though the AAP and the Congress boy of extraordinary talent. His lan-  derie. We whiled away weekends and — reer bviously dl robust for logis-  is now possible 1o go virtu-
are LN.D.LA bloc allies, the two parties have had more guage abilities, his knack for erivia, his  summersinthe City Central Libraryand  for. Our reunion backstage that day tics, delivery and financehas  ally mtleus in the country.
competition than cooperation. thoughts, and his insights were all far  at Century Club's reading room when  with our families took us back to those failed toevolve, UPT and digital wallet data
The AAP is not sure about benefit- = beyond my . One Saturday when  he would propound fantastic theories  cherished days in the school corridors The subsidy amount of record both inwanrd and out-
ing f I ith & we got off carly, he had me over  onthe French Rewolution, passionately  and into Bengaluru's reading rooms Rs 120,000 in the plains, ward transactions inchading
ting from an alliance with a “’“‘M. & Incumbent o his house, Ivividly recall theawe 1fedt - argue that Amitabh Bachchan was the — and libearies, and it felt as if no time had Rs 130,000 in hills plus Rs  frequency and purpose, This
erably weakened Congress which " when | stepped into his vast collection - world's greatest actor, and insist that  passed atall, 12,000 for toilets is insuffi-  gives a deeply granular un-
has not been able to help its allies AAP will take centforabasichouseofeven  derstanding of a person's
with votes. The AAP isalso likely to I F[|] :uxuq ft. The beneficiaries Hmnml Pmﬁk- UP.I. and
have felt thatan association with the bitious LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR foomat data I
Congress may alienate some of its ambitiou atime, many times substand- be the game-changer for

voters. The party hastried toappeal
to the Hindu voters with its posi-
tions on some issues. It is the BJP
that may gain if the AAP loses those
votes, It appears that the AAP has
banked on its governance record,
the harassment of its leaders by
central agencies, and the problems
the government had wnh the Ccmn' as strong clmpmm
points. The party |

BJPanda
Congress
battling for
pride

1thasd dab third

of its sitting legislators and taken in defectors from the BJP
and the Congress as candidates. These are compromises,
and the AAP has always been practical on these mattersin
spite of its claim to following principled politics,
Bolh the BJPand lheCmgmcwwldberulomlnc
age of the antii and the cor-
ruption charges |Im have dented AAP'S credentials, The
Congress would only be wanting to gain a presence where
itdoes not exist, but the BJP has higher ambitions and will
goallout togive the AAP atough fight.

Broader discussions, debates needed for ONOE

ard and disjointed. Delivery
of the subsidy hnl!um sue

repricing the risk in India's
periﬂc‘h‘n uLnd furlj areas.

and i v

The government has introduced the ‘One Nation, One wpohﬁcnl mmmnom. 'lhc duration of these phased vot- are often as high as 15% of mechanism for subsidies and
Election’ (ONOE) bills in Pardi amidst ing periods Il(hrysummmlwmk\ the disbursed amount. This  other governmentincentives
protests, with several members and allies absent from hy system these largely negnmlhemmm the ﬂmlmlmrnchd\ehnmdd

the Lok Sabha, These bills include a provision for phased cmtt:ﬂ'l\s‘lﬁcbllhslmultlL { aJPC headed by n rding toa ficiaries

vunng In recent mumhn. the Elmim (‘A-nmmm qu m»mllngpanymm F ore, broader discus- recent study by Habitat For Rural financial inclusion
troops id be held within states to gather Humanity, ruraland peri-ur-  could bring the next wave of

simultaneous polling in some states. However, Il ] mtlural lhen opinions, ndmmkdung India's federal structure, n India has an estimated  growth for the Indian econ-

whether this decision was driven by ogi

UCC good. But...

I refer to ‘Govt will bring uniform
civil code in every state’ (Dec 18). The
government's plan to implement
UCC raises crucial questions about
its impact on India's diverse social
fabric. While unifying laws across
states seems progressive, the
wvruuh must be inclusive, fair,
nd be sensitive to diverse cultural
md religious identities. Historical
accusations against the Congress

party cannot justify undermining
democratic principles. The focus
should beon lourdlg dhlomc

17). Sports should be incorporated

into school curricula considering its

proven pmm(ul o improve leaming
Abalanced

ing minority riums True progress
lies in policies that unite, ralher than

0
education, focusing on both academ-
ies and well-being, is essential,

polarise, and prioritise equalityand  Harshitha G, Bengaluru
Justice for all citizens.

o wrmnunmmm«mw
5 5isvi emaked - it handwritten - -vlllxmm
bportslswta] AN lettors rust carry the sender's postal
Trefer o Science ‘(Dec  podres

17 million unfinished homes
thatare not habitab

omy - all it requires is a hll
of intent

The biggest catalyst for
PMAY-Urban was the access
to finance for beneficiaries
in the informal sector. The
Indian mortgage market
over the past few years has
dem: that the risk
for mortgages in the infor-
mal sector were drastically
mispriced. Indian lenders
have been path-breaking in
providing access to credit
at reasonable rates for cus-

from the government, the
regulator, and the financial
ecosystem, The impact of
financial inclusion could Eo
tentially act as the next big
driver for GDPgrowth and a
means to bridge the rural-ur-
bandivide.

(Dhavalis an associate
professor and Sharadbale i
asenior researcher and
visiting faculty at Anant
National University)
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PANORAMA

The minorities in Bangladesh and our hypocrlsy

AVUIT PATHAK damrnmlm lslm-si lorces. such as er (:umnmmolw;dah hn'mmom regime known for its Hindu ist ther moment with mindfulness and gratitude,

many ‘Hindu ﬂlnlonghcmhu\'dmkmknlmownm- legitimi gy ofhyp |hemgrimplidl in the discourse of reli-

Th i i abev nnnmyovcrmemoﬂ-bndummms cord? From mob lynching to cow vigilan- Minmnnnomlmn talism constructing

ischis Iy, thepolitics of majoritarianismbas b dyB%olthe 170 million  tism; from the normalisation of ‘bulldozer 18 there any possibility of the subconti- ‘enemies™—from the minorities to the

actof dMﬁlu people onthe basis o demonise the minorities—Buddhists, Bangladeshi population. In fact, this an-  justice” to the triumphant agenda of ‘dis-  nent freeing tself from the vicious cycleof  immigrants. If spirituality is about love

of refigious identities, thereby fostering a Chrisu'm&mdmuuy‘ findus, As rep: ish mani itself i herform  covering’ the ruined temples beneath the  militant Hindutva vs Islamic fundamen-  and oneness, fundamentalism is
toxic environment filled with hatred and  indicate, therewe 1 ofviok A f ‘entered  series of mosques: from the horror of the mlhm’Of course, it is pnubl-.- ifwemove  about division and hatred. And finally, it i
violence, gosmkmmtmbl&u;nm puja mandaps during the recent Durga  the building of Bangladesh in g wanisedefl W po 8. mmnmmunmhmdwm
mloumﬂ{lhmnlmcmdu )almvnlnﬂmgim.\mdmgm Agartala and vandalised it. In West Ben- o demonise the Muslims as “termites™ or dingofthefact that strives for li d inclusive
ability w live indh hy gal, the BJP leader Subbendu Adhikari—~  “Babur ki aulad”; or from the politics be- muthewdalpsyﬁuinydmllgkmfu» civic culture, resists all sorts of mental and
mammemungemnumnmem secretary of the Bangladesh Mlnnhﬂu& nmpmimlarlykmwn Eorprmnmume neath the Citizen A di Act and nd«ept‘vrdalnd tolher« physical ghettoisation, and prioritises truly
of democratic coexistence? Is the Indian dhuamuan(.‘ ol —2.010incid National Register of Citizens to the fact of nghwmg i imp issues like social and econom-
whmminm—umrmd by the traurmat- artacks, and it withall that there is not even a single Muslim MP  authoritarianism. Inudm-words.n!wwsh ic justice for all rather than whether one
icmemoryof P i i d inor-  sortsof aggr inthe BJP—the harshrealityisthatthereis  topreserveademocratic, secularculture, it shoukdvisit Meceaor Ayodhya for*sabvation”
i 'Orarewe, tesinBangladesh F\ml\rr I ks in West Bengaland Trj chy feel pi el ljpolitical s imp Iuﬁy\ﬂheum*yalhmnl However, as it is becoming increasingly

instend, veles  more, thearrestof the much fi hi dical eth ddecided dignity of the Muslim population in India. ist/ch difficult to find the proponents and prac-
{  politi i religious bigotry? |t|wlmdu-(}-nmny Krishna Das on  totreat patients from Bangladesh! In fact, an ideology rooted in the discours-  and redigious fundamentalists, Likewise, titioners of this kind of political culture,

Consider, forinstance, h

Raneladesh Foll oo foll of Sheikh

larly, the followers of

Hasina's Awamil. id

public nprl.nnp nnd mmslw studmt pro-

ule,the
interim government led by Muhammad
Yunus faces mounting challenges. Fun-

The Indian government, as External
Affairs Minister Jaishankar's statement
ook a ‘serious note’ of these in-

ts and shared its ‘concerns’ with the

In fact, if you and | dare 1o be authentic
and contemplative, it will not be difficult
for us to realise that our response to (hc

s of Golwalkar, Savarkar, and Godse will
denounce Nehru's secular humanism or
Gandhi's engaged religiosity of love and

itis lmponnnl w rmllne th:n me politics
of religiou: d

the danger is maf the subcontinent might

against (heqimnlsmmnl mnd«urnr

majoritarian aggression, militarism, and

crisis is Possibly, their ‘concern’ for
cal; it reveals our double standard, or our  the minorities in Bangladesh is merelya  Far from inspiring us to meditate on
inability to look at our own 2 itis iavelli ifor life and death, the finite and the infinite,
with the minoritiesin India. Can the ruli imulating the Hind din Indk or time and timelessness, and live every

The company’s new chip, Willow, has made asignificant leap in solving complex equations,
bringing the world closer to the holy grail of an error-free quantum computer

THOMAS BLACK

Iphabet Inc's Google has
reanimated excitement

over quantum computing

with an announcement

about how its new chip, Wil-

w, trounced a classical

computer to solve a mathematical equa-
tion much faster. More important, Google:
smd it had crossed a crucial threshold on

rr.!he hﬂygra&lddum’nnngy

The tech world has been down this
hype alley before. Google instigated
that round with the 2019 introduction
of its Sycamore processor, which also
solved a mathematical equation that led

over classical computers, News articles
exhausted every angle in describing how
these magical machines were going to
impact each industry in the future, That
enthusiasm fizzled out because while the
machines were proven, they were not
ready for widespread use. Besides, Nvidia
Corp keeps making super powerful chips
thar are preety good at simulating quan-
twm computing without the technical
drawbacks.

stand

ing. Classical
digital bats that process information in
1s and Os, made possible by electric cur-
mmlmmsmoruﬂnnymndnon
Qu well

bits, or qubits, which are able 10 process
data between 1 and 0 using natural or
human-made particles. Using a paint
analogy, the bits on a personal computer

Googleis pushing quantum
computing closertoreality

riseof neoliberal fascists.
(The writer taught at JNU for more
than three decades)

Makingschool
excursions safe

MATHEW C NINAN guidelines issued by various
departments and regulatory
xeursionsareamongthe  bodies,

most cherished mem-
ories of school life. In
and

earlier times,

® Schools must adopt strict
protocols when organising an

picnics werean integral partof
the academic calendar. Today,
however, many schools avoid

 Buses and drivers must be
certified fit by the regional
transport officials before every

organising excursions for var- - excursion.

J0US reasons.

Last week, a tragic incident
occurred on the Murdeshwar
coast, where four 15-year-old s
girls from a school in Kolar

® Speed governors should
be installed in the buses, and
authorities must specify safe

limits. The school au-
ities should comply with

drownedin the rough sea. Fol-  them.

lowing the incident, the school

principal was suspended, and

five guest teachers who ac-

ied the students were
Asi

t;‘omyam

® Buses should have bars
across the windows to prevent
students from sticking out
lhcwhmdsnrht

inquiry has been ordered.
Such tragedies often lead to
temporary public outery and
media coverage. However,
they are quickly forgotten by
the public, while the affected
families and the school suffer
long-lasting emotional and
reputational damage.
Twoyearsago, asimilar trag-

edy struck a school

group in Kerala, resulting in
the death of five children and
a teacher. While an inquiry
followed, their
implementation and impact

and guidedines

remain unclear,

Excursions, per se, are a

v.an »E y doors, GPS,
CCTV,and fulrycqnwcd first-
aid kits are essential.

Night travel by buses should
be banned for excursion
groups, Ttisoften done tosave
expense, but they make two
mistakes: They deny sight-
seeing to children and expose
them to the risk of serious ac-
cidents. More such :wc‘idems

small hoursof the day.
‘Thereshould beexperienced
teachersaccompanying thestu-
dents in a 110 ratio. The total
number in a group should not
bemare than the seating capac-
ity of the bus. Students should

chip are the equivalent of black or white. valuable partof educationand  be divided into batches of 10
Qubits, though, can comeinall shadeson  computers, albeit prone toerrorandlim-  pathways, or camps, against each other  ly. Remember, it’s real particles versus a wonderful source of knowl-  under a teacher during the en-
the colour wheel, That potential array of  ited, are available through cloud-based to n:ncrthc ultimate goal: a machine human-made ones. Perhaps both edge, nflenng students expe-  tire trip. Female teachers with
lues s wh | i Industry stalwarts, such as  with mough ervor-corrected qubits to - ways will have a place in lhemlrl:rl.Tht Jentinl k | suffict hould be
P pinsthereason  California Institute of sJohn do The dee he- industry standard will gravitate toward o the world beyond the class mdudnt based on the number
hi il beable to de h Preskill, are ited "rr yrmo‘ h ill thiscritical how many error-corrected, or logical, room. However, when things  ofgirlsin the group.
complex calculations than their black- same i question: Can humans fabricate anobject  qubits a machine makes available to cod- gu vmmx. schools (ue severe  Drowning lnddenu ahrm»
and-white classical cousins. The problem mpwngwmadccndcmy that creates a quantum state that can be  ers. Inits Willow announcement, Google ingly
is that qubits are extremely deficate and ~ “The quantum hardware hasreached a  tweaked and tuned mnuuh tomatch the  announced it had surpassed the “below gal beuk'ﬁ and the burden nf inexperienced in swimming,
can cause quantum computers to lose in-  stage now where it can advance sclence”  natural € pr ld™ at which it can add qubits and compensating families, often venture into dangerous wa-
formation, making them prone to error. l’nskil said in a video accompanying the dcsmchu nummrphumm" reduce ervors, This is important because amounting to several hkhs ul ters, risking their lives, In the
Google's latest achievement is that it can W dyvery ibit side are need to add spare rupees. The recent tri
coirect errors at greater scale. ‘ i thy (n)oglc IBM. Rvgem. IQM and other qubits to correct and maintain the logi- last for: years. the students reportedly |g-
It's a good thmg thal Gnoglc s an- we've never | bef cal, or error-corrected, qubits on which Due to these risks, many nored lifeguards’ warnings.
has per A Tksyurms are, mnghmermd hﬂ lnnWilaw are made. Classical com- schools avoid excursions alto-  Coastal Karnataka witnesses
i ter, Preskill said. That's why H Google puters are also corrected for errors, but gether. Elite schools may or-  frequent drowning incidents,
has been quietly making great strides m— which owns 54% of Q should facil Barb Callomh. the fault rate from misfiring transistors ganise foreign tours through liﬁ\ligmimcrnzed for strict-
ward creating machines that researchers  resist a push by investors to monetise its  that's built especially for making super-  istiny to begin with. private catering i
fro T d findval-  stakein the quantum computing startup.  conducting qubits and how it improved  The makers of computers based on at- primarily to affluent families. S‘Obllt phones are yet an-
uable, and investors should exercise pa-  The industry is at the cusp of providing  drastically the time its qubit remains ina  oms—Quantinuum, lonQ, AtomComput- Middle-class parents who can  other cause of many mishaps.

tience. Some computer makers, like lonQ)
Inc, say theirmachinesare already provid-
ing practical results. The startup, whose
shares have jumped more than threefold
this year, is planning f: five

a useful tool harge rescarch

across industries, and the value will only
rise. That gets lost in the
iv,vvsmrs [0 simplify Honeywell’s con-

On the other side, that cre-

il:,gmd:ﬂms ~Lth_inkmcynrr.3hcndin

from  ate qubits from natural particles, such as

atoms or photons, believe that the qubits
manufactured on («;hniquts based on

rorrates. Corp
published a paper in April that detailed
how four logical qubits were created by

fz yand just

still aren't

Again.
ready for prime time because the ma-

afford it may take their chil-
dren on trips independently,
However, most teenagers pre-
fer travelling with their friends,
as school excursions provide a
unigue blend of fun, camara-

Cliffs and precipices are fa-
vourite vantage points for
selfies. But they are also beset
with serious risks. Like water
bodies, selfies atsuchlocations
should beastrict no-noduring

setone up in Switzerland. will hit a wall in their ability to make ex-  researchers have said thatevena comput- derie, and leaming under the  excursions.

Many models of these early, er- chines are prone to error. But the race act qubits and connect them. This camp  er with 100 error-corrected qubits would ofex teach- Many such safeguards
ror-prone comvulcrt. mcludmx ma-  is entering the final stretch on who will  —which includes makers of Fion  allow for caleulations unmatched by clas- ersand guides, should be part of every excur-
chum.sby TonQ and :gem build the P TonQ and Qu ] What nbuut sludmu from  sion. Most muxnumdy thestu-
Inc, can be accessed both Ama- er, tpaying — d I I The long race toward quantum com- less dentsand th should
zon.com Inc's Braket and M»tmwﬁ()urps attention for mm(lngupurmnnk-s not ph some ps)with  puting is entering the backstretch, and School excursions are often  undergo an orientation by an

. Other quantum computersavailable  to mention the pure lmrs.Tm i the progress is accelerating. There will the only opportunity for chil-  expertbeforethey set out. The

on these portals are produced by Pascal, ue, m-unrral-llfc lv:dny showllal pits i d e business TonQ's shares drenfromsuch to entire group must follow a
Quantum Circuits Inc, and Qu w0 other particles with kasers introduces er- just hit an all-time high. Rigetti's shares explore the world. Authorities ) must bea
wmdmwmmltdbv" il Interma-  become the fa . rors and shows down computing have mare than doubled just since Dec should support such schools teacher. Discipline and safety
mn-"nr Vachis hy behard A The ability to scale is a huge hurdle for 6. Quantinuum will likely sell shares o proactively with logistical and - must be the watchword. Guid-

P provi a wlnner becnuu rhegunn are likely to  computers built with natural particles, the public in the near future. Google has financial mmnce w ensure  ed freedom makes for a safe
s:-veulol'mlmdrhmmuh Qiskit. Google  be incrementally better until the impact  whereas the qubit manufacturers are  amped up the excitement. Investors like safe and enrs d ple i
provid dsimul but research becomesapparent.  supported by a semiconductor industry  those in Honeywell should realise that the The key question is: Canwe  (Thewriter is Director,
notgeneral access toits. ‘What makes this race so entertaining  that has already scaled =m:fr ‘will be worth the wait, make excursions safe? Thean-  Little Rock Groupof

In other words, functioning quantum s that it pits two broad technological — Qubits, though, m:n‘t [} il o 1 swer lies in adhering to safety  Tnsticueions, Udupi)
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SSSESSSSSEN | 2weomen o Stnvmgforperfectlon

Sharavathi probe welcomed Chandrikasurvives

assassination bid he journey. striving for perfec- journey 2 oft wisdom. Wesk loJodgement onothers,
Bangalore, Dec. 18 tion, is riddled with avariety of alotmore costly (hm say, alidle Bll m-mcﬂ«mv. however much youmay — which is universally forbidden, A great
Leader in the Karmataka Colombo, Dec 18 contradictingemotions, At the defective, and may not be worth aim at overall perfection, meaning sportsleaderis known to get the best of
Assembly H. D. Deve Gowda has, ina Sri Lankan President Chandrika outset, it boosts your ego that youare effort. while your goal can be perfection, his teammates, whatever they willingly
welcomex the KPOC diree-  settling d Thereisal hy the means are always wayward  give, and not demand what he thinks
tive to the Government toinstitute o an her life when two powerful bomb ‘nlsorans,‘hu,\wwdmmbe.ulensl tistical side to the argument 18 perfect. Then what is striving for

Judicial enquiry into the “Sharavathi bl ed Colombo and its suburly ished tobelk called the ninety So, when things arenoten-  perfection?

Karmakanda " He has, however, point: tonight, keaving over 20 d whetherth | jon, work, the isthe 10% tirely in your hand, you can't Confine it to yourself, not to per-

ed out that of the 32 allegations that 150 injured. In the first blast, at the umloluh.\bbvm‘ Bunnn:ulny you  that leads to the 90% of be going about working on fecting the world or thereabouts. The

had been made against S, Nijalingappa “Town Hall in Colamba, the president al'ear\-ssrdmn lonelyinyour journey,  success stories. Itisonly ten perfection withoutincurring — pyramid of Maslow’s talks about self-ac-

whien e was Chief Minister by the Lapnel Her whetheritis peoplewh i i notn isation in your clx i

then Oppesition, only three refated to Gmlmllmal Affairs Minister G1. worth the while. overall Stretching a bit more, ion di v The krishna Paramahamsa, Srinivasa

Sharavathi, He has therefore urged Pieris was ameng the injured. The Management gurus have adifferent  itisonlya liethe of all the items added misery is that we create dis- Ramanujan, and Albert Einstein fo-

PCC President K. H. Patil 1o ask the Dlase. set off by a suspected LTTE story on perfection. Theysayyouend  you have that amounts to total value. Mtﬂrdnnvu.ﬁmmh omdmttmrowngpdsd

Government 1o hold an enquiry into all sukide bomber, killed 13 people. The di tionatelymore  Then why bother and sweat to perfect y to find fault >

the 32 charges. victims included the LTTE hit man. efforts and resources in the last mile the overall? This applies across the with them for what they ought tohave — others, The journey is as glorious,

of perfection than what youdid forthe  universe, whether itbe humanefforts — achieved but haven't in our superior enjoyable, and fulfillingas the goal.
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Acting with restraint

Overall, regulators have done a competent job, but they
need to work on lack of transparency and overreach

HIEF (OONOMK: ADVISER Anantha Nageswaran's appeal to
about th
behind their decisions, and be mindful of the boundaries of
their"unelected power,” is unexceptionable. While India’s reg-
uh!on havedom-wompelzmjoh thm Is Indnda needw strike theri, hl

¥ ¥ cst
“v driskmitigation forthe regul Aampltlan fobodote st ke o0t
of not g in the he way ofin enterprise and
gwwth Theywould dowell

iour. As Nageswaran pointed oul.“the reguhwn must axphln why a par-
ticular regul is being , the g it, the
goals it seeks to achieve, and the criteria fothhdrawing it"This is neces-

sary not only because trust in regulatmydechlmu is built with such finer

WO RECENT REGULA-
TORY developments have
brought the role of board
observers into the spotlight.
A few months back, the
anpemlontomnunlannllndh (ccn
ded the rules that
binations from its notification require-
ment, Previously, to qualify for an
exemption, acquirers could not acquire
any speclal rights in the target entity—
rights unavailable to ordinary share

WWW.FINANCI

® BLACK OR WHITE
AT PRESENT, RBI DOES NOT SEE ANY MIDDLE GROUND FOR NBFC INVESTORS ACTING AS OBSERVERS

Board observers in the spotlight

VIRAL MEHTA
KHYATI DALAL

The authors are with Nishith Desai Associates

directors, suchas

Ings and participating in board dlnnn

sign an undertaking and a deed of
covenants that outline their specific

but because unlike the p | ive, most

= < e holder: I‘M-u special rights included slons, They are also entitled to receive dutiesand obligations.Asa nuult beln
excepta fewlike the Ce Auditor G lndla,ann‘tdlmly P ¥ rights such 4 that Is sent to di d om:ﬁuw 8
accountable to people at hfaﬂ'h Parliament. asdirectorand observerrights,aswellas | priortoaboard meeting. Thekey differ-  icant potential consequences l! luue-
It seems the CEA has some | of regulatory h or and rights, themisthat,unlikedirec-  arise, Conversely, board observers are
exoesse: in mlnd whlch mlght have had the uni ded of , the only tors, donot have anyvoting  considered asafer option, as they are not

fon and growth, pm imun‘g. rightin theold reguhliom wasthe right | rights, Since they cannot vote on board  llable fomnh responsibilities. Nonethe-
hecilledfolﬂﬂ of socio- andh RS to appoint a director, The CCI's new m.men.lhryhold no resy for less, arenot the
exemption rules now explicitly include decisions. Hence, no labili primary reason that Invcnnunp( to be

like crypto/bitcoin, and online gaming, where regulatory oversight (by
the Reserve Bank of India and the Goods and Services Tax Council respec-
tively) looks tight, That said, regulators' alertness and their timely and
adequate performance are as vital for stable progress of the Indian econ-
omy,as theirine d bility. notall Indian regul

have always acqs | Ives well in this resp tly because they
lacked the required fi | terml Also, influ-
entlal of busi includi gpdviltged public-sector units, have
been interested in keeping some regulatory actions in check.

In many cases, the regulatory laws and rules are born weak and
ambiguous, leaving room for the higher bureaucracy to interfere, Regu-
latory overlapping (or thin dividing lines) has also led to bickering, as
between the regulators of drug pricing and quality, and lately, the Insti-
tute of Ch dA f India and the National Financial Report -
ing Authori her issue is the regulator itself being the domi

the right to appoint a board observer,
This move clearly indicates that the CCI

can be attached to them when these

observers instead of directors, In fact,
most investors

EXPRESS.COM

@ INDIA'S SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla
Climate change is one of the greatest
challenges facing the world, and India is at the
forefront of tackling this challenge...

result, the NBFC needs to carry outa bal-
ancing act. Negotlations can get tricky
q denendk heb

3 y
gaining power of the parties. If neither
party is willing to budge, an observer
right can be a useful tool to break the
impasse and achleve an acceptable out-
come for both parties. Therefore, rather
than adopting an all-or-nothing
approach, the RBI could consider per-
mitting cases In which there may be a
legitimate need to grant observer rights
to get the deal over the line,

The other concern with the RBI's
stand is that it may require NBFCs to
renegotiate closed deals, NBFCs may
have to reopen negotiations and con-
vince thelr existing Investors to forgo
thelr observer rights, They may even
need torecast theirboard’s composition
if the investors Insist on a directorship

declslons go wrong, It Is

in ge for reling g their

sees no differentiation between direc- this aspect that seems to Ameasured require thelr ponlollo
tors and board observers when it comes have irked the RBL The companies to maintain a
totheabilitytoexert‘material influence’ | central bank views thelr  approach by the RBI gyt directors and offi-
overthe managementand affairsof the | position as beingakinto  may be favourable, cers insurance policy.
target entity. that of directors, but  g,eh ag prescribing Consequently, they don't
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) | because they are not sub- notification view director Hability asa
seems (ohavegonunep further. Afcw Ject to the dutles imposed substantial risk that
daysago, it ported that on d , they can  requirements for  wouldlead them to forgo
:.\nk - varlous non-banking | avoid labillty hings ppointing board o i ";.':“
nanci ) [ g observers entirely. There are other
b from thelrboards and d The duties of directors  E——  1¢25005 that sometimes

consider appointing them as directors,

lmelnhllllwd bylaw.The

prompt them to choose
di

The RBI's stand has caught
who have d board

Act, 2013 (Comyp Act)

4 PP
prise.Consid-

player in the relevant market, as has been the case of Power Grid Corpo-
ration until recently, The fact is along with the economy, the concepts of
democracy, equity, and equal opportunity can exact a heavy price due to
regulatory weakness, inaction, undue forbearance, or ineptitude, The
appellate process, that leads up to the higher judiciary, is competent to

setright any gs dby the regul. while systemic or pol-
icy problems can be add: d by Parli in due course,

Withthess chacksand bak gulatoryintegrl fatoh 4
via | Sact the too b ihy
these bodies with adequate n p dinfrastr k.-l.l-'.k;i*‘i
aath lators likethe 1 LawTribunal arestill

lacking requisllc slungth causing, for examplc lmolvency resolution
of India,

ulatnrofmarhtl hal oﬁen been bereft ofquorumﬁeCEleked about

how the interconnected nature of financial systems required vigilant over-

sight to protect economic stability, Also, the level of transparency expected

of regulators has not been visible in their tackling of the dmges, whether

rlghlorwmrg,ofnnckmarkﬂ ipul and
large,

groups,

B 4 ¥

Walmart has a tough
battle ahead in India

field US

FCs,
ulngthﬂedmlopmenu. itiscrucial to
1

within a company. o

Board observers are

dates that they exercise Indepen-
dent judgement, along with reasonable
care, skill, and diligence, and avoid con
flicts of interest, Directors of NBFCs have

additional responsibilities, lnme of
which

ol

Afﬂ:l over their portfolio companies. An
observer right is a contractual one that

imposed by the Companles Act, For
Instance, the RBI’s regulatory frame-
wmklmNBF&mulmNmmhma

Take, for example, an NBFC that
already has multiple existing investors
and desires to raise further capital from
a new investor. The new Investor wants
the right to appoint a director, but the
NBFC Is unwilling to gnm It either

observer rights. Hence, to avold upset-
ting settled transactions, it may be pru-
dent forthe RBItoclarify that its stand Is
prospective in nature and will not
Impact past transactions.

NBFCs have to tackle the perennial
Issue of ralsing capital at frequent inter

1 h

& posing
could complicate their efforts to attract
Investors willing to provide essential
funding for growth, Therefore, a more
measured approach by the RBl might be
favourable for both investors and
NBFCs, such as prescribing notification
or approval requirements for appoint-
ing board observers or placing alimiton
the number of board observers an NBFC
Is allowed to have, However, at present,
the RBI's muuge 1o Investors of NBFCs

because its
small,orthe board Istoo hrge to umm
modate another member. In this situa-

grant to 50 that policy t direc- tion, while the new Investor favours
they can monitor thelr investment, !oumoﬂlhe ﬂlu\dpmpcl’cmeﬂx‘me obtaining a hoand d seat, it is the NBFC
Observers perform similar to rk also requires d thatis opp Asa

ke aboard seat
or have no board presence at all, It does
not see any middle ground between
these two extremes.,

Views are personal

Placing Indian agriculture on the global map

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF farmer pro-
ducer organisations (FPOs) was a great
Initiative started by the government of
India in the early 20005 to help small

and m.\lgiml farmers  achleve

3 ININDIA Is a political and Jant
Walmart Inc. — which has been walting m hund’- the much-anticipated initial
public offering of the onll $16 billion skx years ago
— has had its patience tested. It's unllhlngu Fupk.\n out lhcdoor next yurA
2026 1PO maybea

the g B inV
Th d ‘mmm\a he: forthe delay. Flipkart Is the country’s
largest i head of A com Inc. " applacks the
of fts rival, but its shy h

raphy gives it the heft that took the likes of Unilever Plca century to build,

Flipkart Is a stake Walmart has put down in a market where brick-and-mortar
forelgn retallers face stifling restrictions, That's not an immediate problem; it
mtghl ulu adecade before Indlans. havn the purd\aslng powerto sustain a fran-

s Club, the bers-onlyware-
that is defying China’ funk, The questi will New
Delhi be ready for Sam's Club in 10 years?

Walmart has already spent nearfy two dendu waltlng for local regulations to

of scale, Increase their bar-

galning power by negotiating collec-

tively, double their income, and reach
the global markets. FPO ks not a unique
concept—similar models have been
adopted in other countries like Mexico,
Thailand, and China, It has helped their

ARPITA MUKHERJEE
KETAKI GAIKWAD

prof e, ICRIER

Farmer producer organisations should be supported
per their requirements, which currently are know-
how about international standards and scaling

tainability. On the other hand, compa-
nles and foreign sourcing agents com-
plained that they do not know which
FPO is In the lptcu legmenl s0 they
dtra-

ditional ch Is like dis Although

1 alobal

- heln th o

grop e

clients, even if some of them are able to

access global buyers through B2B events

and net browsing. Global buyers want

product traceability, and many FPOs do
i it

over 8,000 FPOs are registered on the
website of the minlstry of

When asked about the use of ¢-com-
merce p to reach the

and farmers welfare, there n no Infor-
th which p 1o,

Hence, the mmululumu, sourcing

agents, and global buyers do not know

has several Initiatives like the Open Net-
waork for Digital Commerce (ONDC) and
electronic trading platforms lke eNAM;

PC Ltd.
global markets, Gumapadar FPC Ltd. is
exporting Kandhamal turmeric to Ned-
Splce Group from Netherlands, This

ships and coordinated tf{nu‘n’. FPOs ur;
overcome market barriers and go global.

How can our FPOs go global?
Scaling up and addressing the

knowledge gap Is cruclal for the

turmeric FPOs to go global, The database

Sunil Mmzl.me Indian telecom czar who was gnmg to

forthe in 2007, ended
nxyunlaler Even w:lmm ‘s second shot — the ﬁlp
kart

regulations fnlhlddlng forelgn- backed e-commerce
flems from owning inventon

On paper, that rule is all about safeguarding livell-
hoodsof th fmill ftiny
enterprises catering to 1.4 billion consumers. In reality,
though, mom-and-pop shops are being shielded only
from the Americans, The laws that (argc( Walman and

ANDY

small farmers to enter the export mar- who togoto for thelr requirements, many FPOs and thelr members have lim- of FPOs should be comprehensive, pro-
ket, In India, small and marginal farm- in India, lakd Ited Ige about how to lwenge viding detailed and product-specific
ers represent 86% of farmers,and they  down by different agen- This will enable global
lack access to elunllnl Inputs, credit, cies like Food Safety and e o ransfer l‘acumple.llul Novem.- companies to locate and engage with
maodern tech; and dard hority of “l".‘ k ot ber 11, there are no  relevant FPOs, fostering partnerships
are unable to connect to global Indla (FSSAL), Bureau of global compl| turmeric FPOs listed on that could eventually lead to higher
sourcing firms/ buyers, Indian Standards (BIS), standards can be the ONDC platform, price realisation and better market
To resolve such Issues, the lndun Agricultural and supported through The survey found that access for farmers.

in 2021, hedanew T d Food Products multi-stakeholders’ while there are success There Is a need for increased sup
central sector scheme, Formation and Export  Development storles of multi- xlm port to onboard lhw FI'OI on e-com-
v 0f 10,000 Farmer Produce  Authority  (APEDA),  Partnership models.  poiqer merce p
Organisations, with an allocation of Btroﬂ Inspection Coun- There is a need for between state covm\ farmers on using gmrnmem pht
€68,650 crore to form and promote  cll(EIC),and Spices Board product-specific ments, multinational  forms like the eNAM to help them
10,000 new FPOs nationwide. However, to name a few, FPOs are ining and guideli bodles, and expand market reach,
an ongoing survey by ICRIER, covering  often fused about . FPOs and lhey have Knowledge transfer on global com-
43 FPOs and over 200 member farmers  what standard to follow helped the latterscaleup  pliance standards like sanitaryand phy-

ek i "

In spices (particularly turmeric) across
six states, found that FPOs continue to
f il foigvir q

accessing global markets, like the small
and marginal farmers,

A ing critical gaps in

MUKHERJEE

of money, This Is laughable because even large Indlan
loomberg

players like Mukesh Ambani, the country’s richest
tycoon who's also Its biggest retaller, have tapped bil-
Tions of doltars from global Wall %x all the

p India's Comy G has asked !he US nrml toshare
their | that aftera
four-year Flipkart can't possibly sell sh fi
much it has to pony up. The antl d P hargeofas
much as 109 of the glnbal tumoverof Indian mmlel

bout 5-6%of h
ls%lnchm"‘- n e-talling s | it billions of dol
lars flowing Into fuelllng India’s crm for nuk-lt d
theT-shirt it4 a.m, toarrive by 4:10 a.m. Investors

may well ﬂgummthal’twyunmlm 10+ mlnungadﬂcallmmoddoﬂndhn
startups Ifanything,

ge [efferies, marked by store closures,

Igger
a year," g 1o the

market linkages

Around 80% FPOs said that they are
unable to identify and reach buyers,
manufacturers, processors, and
exporters, which are vital for thelr sus-

and which one will help them to reach
international markets. Globally, each
country has the right to have their own
standards, and very few have mutual

leaming from such best practices and/or
success storles. One such example Is that
of the Kandhamal Apex Spices Assocla-

'L g for dard: tion for Marketing (KASAM)in Odisha for
with [ndia. Thus, p " KASAM
be good, they are hardly accepted by the was formed as a collaboration of 61 Spice

Importl 72% of

lhepl??o felt that the domestic standard
setting process Is too complex and that
they lack information on the standards
and requirements of the export markets,

THE ED R

Improving access to
healthcare

Apropos of “Transforming rural health
systems"(FE, December 18), indeed,
the rural-urban divide is the key
reason for the rural I innot

wpdated medical services,
Developing a inclusive rural health
policy focused on bringing private
participation into the rural health net
with digitised records is the need of
lhv hour, Rural areas must be given
facilities to reach

gmmo health care faciities. Doctors'
to serve in the rural areas

Bnl adelayed Fﬂpk:n 1PO could Just bemmu ,‘ lod {unhe '3

a maewu New Dy
Its protectionist regulations, That's when Walmart's lndh acquisition, the biggest-
ever deal In its history, would truly pay off,

based on economic factors, paucity of
medical infrastructures, among other
aspects impair the rural popoulation
from accessing commensurate and

wrban hospitals, especially the
government hospitals with involved
medical services, To bridge the rural-
wrban divide, collaboration must be
fostered among different sectors to
address the social of

mentof Ocisha

tosanitary
levels, and technical barriers to trade is
cruclal, and can be supported through
multl-stakeholders’ partnership mod-
els. There Is a need for product-specific
training and guidelines related to com-
pliance standards and regulations for
kay markets. Successful examples and

Kisan Saathi, under

which the former has been working with
two KASAM FPOs—Gumapadar FIC Lrd.

healthin areas. Forming medical
clusters in villages with community
participation could address rural
health grievences.

=NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi

Arelevant debate

The history of monetary control
would show that governments do
not tax the rich just because
inequality is high. It is forced to
ponder the same when people
ingly believe that such taxes

ices should be scaled up
thmugh knowledge sharing.

Views are personal

are some compensation, which is
rightfully their due, in lieu of the state
unfairly favouring the wealthy. Given
that social safety net for the lesser
privileged is inadequate, taxing the
rich could be a transient need of the
times and Thomas Piketty's argument
adds grit to the ongoing debate. The
singular pursuit of wealth has led to
the sequestration for a few.

~=R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Not again!

Delhi air quality once again plummets to
unbreathable ‘severe’ category despite GRAP IV

pen to be in Delhi. This is what the doctors have to say about Delhi poliution. The

You may not be a smoker but you are still smoking 10 cigarettes a day If you hap-

capital witnessed a sharp decline in air quality on Wednesday, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) crossing the 400 mark and entering the ‘severe’ category once again. This
alarming situation unfolded despite the implementation of Stage 4 of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP), which entalls stringent anti-poliution measures. Monitoring Stations
Report Severe-Plus AQI Out of the 37 monitoring stations listed on the Sameer app.
These figures highlight the widespread and acute nature of air pollution across the city.
GRAP, a tiered system of alr quality management, categorises air quality into four stages
based on AQI levels: Stage | (Poor, AQI 201-300) Stage Il (Very Poor, AQI 301-400)
Stage Ill (Severe, AQI 401-450) Stage IV (Severe Plus, AQI above 450) Under Stage IV,
measures such as a complete ban on construction and demolition activities, including

the sudden spike in p

these measures.

public infrastructure projects and the prohibition of diesel
trucks carrying non-essential items entering Delhi are
enforced. Offices—public, municipal and private—are
advised to reduce staff attendance to 50 per cent, with
the rest working from home. Additional measures like
the closure of colleges, non-essential businesses and
odd-even vehicular restrictions are considered during
such extreme conditions. Despite these restrictions,
Delhi's air quality has continued to deteriorate, rals-
ing questions about the efficacy and enforcement of

However, experts feel that it is more due to metrolog-
ical conditions and not a failure of GRAP They attribute
levels to unfavourable

gical conditions, partic-

ularly a significant drop In wind speeds. The stagnation allows local pollutants to accu-
mulate, exacerbating the already critical air quallty. During winters, Delhi’s air pollution
crisis is compounded by a combination of factors. Viehicle emissions is a primary con-

tributor to the city's air polluti

Besides vehicul

paddy straw buming adds

to the pollution burden. Factories emit significant quantities of pollutants. But right now
it is the dip In temperatures. During winters heavy air traps pollutants near the ground,
creating a thick layer of smog. The hazardous alr quality in Delhi poses severe health
risks 1o its residents. Prolonged exposure can lead to respiratory alments, cardiovas-
cular issues and other chronic conditions. Vulnerable groups, including children, the elder-
ly, and those with pre-existing health conditions, are at the highest risk. This is not the
first time Delhi's air quality has entered the severe-plus category this season. In November,
similar conditions led to the imposition of GRAP Stage V. The recurrence of severe pol-
lution highlights the cyclical nature of Delhi’s air quality crisis, driven by a mix of local
and regional factors. Unfortunately, authorities lack a comprehensive plan to address
the issue, relying instead on knee-jerk reactions and ineffective quick fixes.
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ear 2025:

Prophecies,

politics and progress
From hosting grand spiritual and political events to navigating economic growth and
political turbulence, 2025 is poised to be a year of transformation and change

hat does the
crystal  ball
reveal about
the upcoming
year 20257 The
Qrcdnunm are & mixed bag.
Nostradamus, the famous
French astrologer and seer, has
made significant predictions
regarding global affairs and
India¥ future for 2025, The
16th-century seer has predict
ed significant events that have
shaped our world, from the
COVID-19 pandemic to the
moon landing, lending credibil
ity and a sense of awe 1o his pre
dictions. People today are try
ing to interpret the 16th-centu
ry seer’s prophecy, impressed by
his  historical accuracy
Nostradamus has predicted that
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war may end in 2025
He warned that both nations
could face climate change and
floods. According to the New
York Post, Turkey and France
could significantly facilitate the
peace process between Ukraine
and Russia. Nostradamus also
foretold an ‘ancient plaguc’ in
England in 2025, indicating a
resurgence of a historical dis
case and the resolution of
Brazil's involvement in the
Russia-Ukraine conflict and
various natural disasters,
Additionally, Nostradamus has
ﬂrrdlucd that the earth may be
it by a asteroid. He said ‘From
the cosmos, a fireball will rise,
a harbinger of fate, could
engage us in potential future
events with profound and con
cerning implications
As for India’s future, the year
begins with the 2025 Republic
Day parade. The theme is
‘Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur
Vikas, It Is yet to be finalised
who will be the chief guest. On
the religious side, the next
Maha Kumbh Mela will be
held in Prayagra), Uttar
Pradesh, from ran\mr_v 13,
2025, w February 26, 2025, The
Mela is a grand and holy spir
itual gathering every 12 years at
a rotating location, ,\lllfmm of
pilgeims rush to the venue to
take the holy bath,
In 2025, India will likely see fast
economic growth, social chal
lenges and new technology.
The government is making sig

Preparations underway in

Prayagraj for Mahakumbh 2025

Prime Minister Modi visits the Triveni Sangam, offers prayers and
reviews the arrangements for the world’s largest spiritual gathering

ear 2025 Is going to wit
i ness the ﬂl)((‘\l reli
glous gathering of
humanity at Prayagra)
Mahakumbh. The prepara
tions are already in full swing,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reached the haly city of
Prayagraj, the kand of pilgrim
age, 10 oversee preparations
for the grand Mahakumbh.
This becomes even more sig
nificant at the confluence of
three holy rivers-Ganga,
Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati, At this Triveni
Sangam, the auspicious gath
ering of saints and sages dur
ing Mahakumbh elevates it
into a grand event. The signif
Icance of Mahakumbh lies in
its occurrence every 12 years,
an event described in depth in
our religious texts and
Puranas,
According to the estimates of
povernment of Uttar Pradesh,
over 45 crore people will
attend the Mahakumbh Mela
2025, This makes it the
world's largest religious gath
ering. Though everybody
would like to take a dip at
Sangam, but there are other
centre of attractions too.
Amang the ancient temples of
Prayagral, the Nag Vasuki
Temple holds a special place.

Worship of serpents or Nagas
has been integral to Sanatan
Dharma since anclent times,
Among these, Vasuki, consid
ered the king of serpents, s an
essential figure. Vasuki Nag is
also depicted as Lord Shivals
necklace.
According to the legend of
Samudra Manthan (LEII”\"I“
of the ocean), Vasuki Nag was
used as the rope during the
churning of the ocean
*’udn and demons, with
fount Mandarachal serving
as the churning rod. Vasuki
Nag’s body was Injured dur
ing this process, and on Lord
Vishnu's advice, he rested at
Prayag and bathed at the
Triveni Sangam to heal.
Itis believed that a visit to the
Nag Vasuki Temple after a
holy dip at Sangam completes
the ‘l!“r"““l Journey. This
temple, located in the
Daragan) arca of Prayagraj

along the Ganga River, has its
roots in anclent mythology. A
story mentions that tin
Divodas of Kashi |\crhvrnw5
penance to bring Lord Shiva
to Varanasi, and Vasuki Nag
vas requested to stay in
Prayagraj by the deities
Vasuki Nag agreed, stipulat
ing that devotees must visit
him after bathing at Sangam
and worship him nun%ng
Panchami. The temple was
subsequently established
under divine guidance.

Preparations for
Mahakumbh 2025: The
‘u.\nd Mahakumbh, to be
held from January 13 (Pausha
Purnima) to February 26
(Maha Shivratri) next year, is
being meticulously planned.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated projects
worth Rs 5,500 crores aimed
at improving pilgrim ameni
ties and strengthening the

BINOD TAKIAWALA

city’s infrastructure.

I\(r projects include:

1. Doubling and electrifica
tion of the Varanasi
Madhosingh-Prayagraj rail
section, including a new rail
bridge over the Ganga

2. Construction of under
passes and overpasses to ease
traffic.

3. Development of nine new
l:hm;. 3,000 additional trains,
300 parks, and the planting of
300,000 trees over 4,000
hectares.

While in Prayagraj PM Modi
not only saw the preparation
first hand but also performed
rituals at the Sangam, prayed
at the Akshay Vat tree, visit

KALYANI SHANKAR

nificant improvements in
technology education and
renewable energy. These
efforts and chances for eco
nomic development give a
rmmvt outlook for India’
uture prosperity, India is
becoming more critical glob
ally by working closely with
other major economies in
trade, defence, and climate
efforts, This shows India's
growing political power. At
the domestic level, a critical
issue facing the Opposition
coalition, INDIA, is its cohe
sion, Already, some tensions
have emerged The
Trinamool Congress and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
have distanced themselves
from the alliance, The AAP
plans to contest the Delhi
Assembly elections indepen
dently.

The cracks within were vis
ible in the latest Haryana,
Maharashtra, and Jharkhand
Assembly polls. While the
Congress has done poorly in
Haryana and Maharashtra, it
is in coalition in [harkhand
with the IMM, The partners
in the coalition are unhappy
about the Congress's dismal
performance. They are
watching how Congress per
forms in the upcoming Delhi
and Bihar polls scheduled for
2025

The upcoming Assembly
polls will indicate the future

IN 2025, INDIA

of political realignment,
Delhi will hold Assembl
clections in February, with
the BIP looking to unseat
Aam Admi Party chief
Arvind Kejriwal

The AAP has faced many
challenges, including cor
ruption allegations against
several leaders in the recent
past. As a tactic, the AAP has
appointed Athishi as a tem

WILL LIKELY porary chief minister for the
SEE FAST {"‘(’):lhrc Iacn‘ /\::::‘ I:nl::
; 45 wer e
ECONOMIC Ih'r l:nk Sahhnpclrcllum.
GROWTH, SOCIAL Sonably wel the Congres
CHALLENGES. Ot NO seats,
' Bihar will also have elections
AND NEW  this year, It is )}»luiully a
TECHNOLOGY. - KAl by Chiel Minses
THE GOVERNMENT Nitish Kumar, may face
intense competition from
IS MAKING  the Mahagathbandhan,
SIGNIFIGANT (5 e e
Yadav. The BJP
IMPROVEMENTS )l“): l.") are »:'mk]mg ::: xcllal‘;
IN TECHNOLOGY  the state
Two political ns
EDUCATION II::‘R‘:‘h:lv&a‘:&‘:;‘:::l;:\'nk
AND RENEWABLE Sangh (RSS) and the CPI
will celebrate their birth
ENERGY centenary. The RSS will com

plete 100 years in September,
while the CPI will begin its
centenary celebrations in
December this year. With its
ups and downs, the RSS has
strongly influenced Indian

politics and society now
making it hard for future
governments to weaken their
power. At the same time,
communist parties have less
Impact now, as right-wing
parties are becoming more
popular. On international
affairs, India will hold the
Quad Summit, originally
scheduled to be held in New
Delhi this September, which
was relocated to New York
due to a scheduling conflict
among the attending leaders,
Now, India will ’:m( the
QUAD summit in 2025,
The US President Trump
will likely visit New Delhi for
the summit, further reveal
ing India's position in inter
national affairs. Another
important visit is that of
Russian President Putin, in
the first half of next year. The
Kremlin has said it will seta
date carly next year. It will be
Putin’s first visit since the
Ukraine conflict began.
Overall 2025 will be a mixed
year for India. The economy
Is progressing well, and for
eign relations are stable, but
the political situation
remains unclear, By next
year, Congress could recov
er, or the BJP and the region
al satraps would have a fur
ther ImLI on the electorate
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed
are personal)

LETTERS L U R CTHCTRETE

DISTRACTING FORM ISSUES

Madam —The introduction of ‘One
Nation One election’ bill is a consclous
attempt to waste the precious time of the
parliament, and it is definitely timed to
divert the attention of all from crucial issues
like Manipur, serious allegations over
Adani Groups misconducts, inflation,
declining growth rates, the stunningly
widening gap between the haves and the
have-nots, and the fast deteriorating rela

tonship with many countries. The ruling
dispensation, in spite of being aware of a
hcr:xl'cmmgh strength to get this amend

ment bill through, tabling it in the parlia

ment displays the intention behind its
introduction. Moreover, the reasons count

ed upon to place this bill do not sound
cither louku] or rational.

Losing majority support and deciding to
refer the bill to the Joint Parliament
C is a prepl d act delit

ly meant to divert the counse. It has already
been explained by many quarters that the
very idea of this proposal runs against
democratic norms, as the demands of the
people vary from a state and central gov-
ernment and are altogether different from
local bodies, The narratives of national par

ties are sure to sway over the elections of
state assemblies and the local bodies. The
claims about expenditure do not deserve
to be considered. Claims of hurdles to

ed the reclining H;
Temple, and offered prayers at
the Saraswati Koop. He also
toured the Mahakumbh exhi

bition site. The Mahakumbh
Is expected to draw millions
of pilgrims to the Sangam,
where it is believed that a dip
in the holy waters cleanses
one of sins and leads to spir

itual liberation (moksha).
Apart from bathing rituals,
devotees participate in
prayers, discourses by saints,
and spiritual enlightenment
MOSSIONS,

(The writer is a freelance jour

nalist; views are personal)

develoy prog are not correct,
as the restrictions are only for the launch
I:s‘ of new projects during the notified peri
od. Above all, the inability of the Election
Commission to hold such a huge project
is visible from the time schedule it keeps
up to hold elections. Therefore it is not
good to waste huge resources and take
away the time of parliament sessions.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINIANS

Madam— Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
carrying a bnt‘ to Parlisment that has
“Palestine” emblazoned on it proves that
she s most concerned about the war, where
the innocent people in Palestine are dying
because of the deadly war. She has right

Goa Liber

oa's Liberation Day Is colebrated on

Docernbor 19 and has its importance in the

history of Goa. This Is the day when Goa
Qot hor froadom from the dominant rule of the
Partuguese with the help of the Indan armed
forces and the navy.The Liberation of Goa was
rather a historic event. The fight for Goa's free-
dom wass dual-wmide Goa and outside Goa-which
was by the Indan

ly raised her vaice against Israels actions
in Gaza and expressed solidarity with
Palestintans, She has rightly said that it is
the moral responsibility of cmir right

thinking individual, including all those
Isracki citizens who do not believe in hatred
and violence and every government in the
world, to condemn the Isracli government's
genocide actions and force them to stop.
On her first day speech in Parliament, she
raised the issues of Bangladesh and Modis
5:\‘“""“"“ failure to negotiate with

ngladesh.

In her 32-minute speech, she talked about
key issues like the BIP's alleged attempt to
change the constitution, the growing
monopoly of the Adani Group, atrocities
on women, Incidents of violence in
Sambhal and Manipur, and the demand for
a nationwide caste census, She has also met
the victims of the Unnao rape case, the
father of the Hathras rape case, and the
Sambhal violence victims. She has also
raised the iconic frame of Indiay greatest
military victory, a painting of the Pakistan
army signing Ir\c instrument of surrender
in l)hiu on December 16, 1971, We

ation Day

Towards the and of 1961, after varous unsue-
cossful talks, the Indian government deplayed
armed forces.

On December 17, 1961, more than 30,000
Indsan ground troops with the halp of the Indian
Alr Force and the army conquered the 3,000
member ill-prepared Portuguese navy. There
worw i few more armed acts foowing that. The
rost of the Portuguese colorses of Daman and
D wore also overpowsrad. The complete busld-
up of the Partuguess colonies shaped the Union
Turritory of Goa, Daman and Diu. The total army
operation-'Operation Vija

froud Goa on Decomber 18, Aftar three days of
the operations, on December 19, 1961, Goa, at
last, bocame a part of Indla. The day Is observed
with a lot of celebrations in Goa.

Jubel D'Cruz | Mumbai

deserve more leaders like Priyanka Gandhl,
Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

DILJIT WANTS BETTER CONCERT INFRA
Madam — Punjabi superstar Diljit Dosanjh
recently announced during his perfor
mance in Chandigarh that “\c would not
hold any concerts in India until the gov
ernment improves the country’s concert
infrastructure, India boasts a large num
ber of talented singers who represent the
nation globally and deliver phenomenal
performances in international concerts,
However, within their own country, they
face Inadequate concert infrastructure
and a lack of basic facilities. This is con
cerning, as well-organised concerts could
SETVE as o s l"\'dﬂl source of revenue and
provide llv:-m\mxh to thousands. It is high
time that the government recognises the
potential of the music industry and invests
in developing world-class infrastructure to
support artists and their audiences,

Jakir Hussain | Kanpur

Send your feedback lo:
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CHENNAI

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

DEFAMATION CASES
WILL CLOG COURTS TILL
CLARITY IS PROVIDED

HE Karnataka High Court recently junked a defama-

tion case against public works development minister

Satish Jarkiholi, who had been accused of defumlng

Hindus. The court al hed criminal p

against BJP MLA Basanagouda Patil Yatna] for utter-
ing remarks unpalatable to the state Congress unit. The
cases are the latest in a slew of defamation suits being filed
across the country, most often by politicians or their sup-
porters against compatriots' sideswipes. Another case re-
cently landed in the Supreme Court when AAP leader Saty-
endar Jain, who spent 18 months in jail before getting bail
in a money laundering case, took umbrage at BJP MP

Bansuri Swaraj'sall that he had propor-
tionate wealth and was a fraud.

The trend of filing def: s citing ‘hurt sent 4
and | is dragging political sl into the

legal arena. It's left to courts to constantly redraw the fine line
between the freedom of speech and the grey zone of defama-
tion, where the hurt sentiments or reputations of a person or
a community can be validated. In Jarkiholi's case, the judge
ruled that “a definite class of people” was not defamed and so
itdid not fall under Section 499 (defamation) of the Penal Code.
Cognisance was taken of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's re-
marks on the Modi surname—which led to his conviction,
sentencing and subsequent disqualification as a member of
partiament until the Supreme Court stayed his conviction.

Defamation cases are being increasingly used as a tool to
intimidate political rivals and curb criticism. This raises

fons on the fund 1 right to fi of speech

and expression in the political field. The conviction rate in
defamation cases is low—only one in seven accused had
been found guilty by the higher judiciary in 2018, the latest
year for whichsucha numher is available. Courts are regu-
lardy hing def: and sed suits, warning that
entertaining them would be an abuse of the process of law.
Until there is more clarity on what exactly constitutes defa-
mation, such suits will only waste the judiclary’s precious
time, It can be sald that some such comments are best ig-
nored. But Indian politicians are not known for their sense
of humour, and now, for their sense of tolerance too.

FIX GLITCHES, INSTIL SAFE
ROAD CULTURE EARLY

0AD accidents in Kerala are continuing to claim lives
at an alarming rate. Around 70 percent of road accident
victims in the state are said to be of the prime working
age of 18 to 55. But d do not discrimi
Amaong those who perished in a series of shocking ac-
cidents in December alone were six medical and four school
students, At the same time, the state has the highest share of
the elderly falling vietim to road accidents in the country On
highway accidents, it's second after Tamil Nadu. In all, road
aceidents kill over 4,000 people in Kerala every year:

Driver-related issues account for most of the 2,34 466 ac-
cldents recorded over the past six years. That a third of ac-
cident victims are pedestrians also underlines drivers' reck-
lessness, especially those steering private buses. To put the
onus of responsible driving on bus owners, the motor vehi-
cles department has come up with measures that include
suspending for six months the permits of carriers that have
caused fatal accidents. It has also been decided to cancel
drivers' licences for reckless driving and make police clear-
ance mandatory for bus crews. The police have proposed to
the state government to install smart cameras linked to de-
tection technologies along all state hlghways as well as mi-
nor roads. Police vehicles will be depl fonh at
regular intervals through the night.

While these are a good b the govern-
ment must also rectify engineering glitches that have re-
sulted in poor road surfaces, badly-lit roads and flawed de-
signs, which too play a major role in accidents. The
guvernmem must ensure that ruam m audited at regular
intervals and defi on high s, are swift-
ly addressed. Once this is done, effective monitoring and
enforcement of laws can address the issue more effectively
It is important to continuously monitor young, newly-li-
censed drivers for a specific period as many accidents are
caused by fresh licensees. Experts insist it is important to
inculcate a ‘road culture’ from a very young age—ideally
initiated at school. All these measures—better roads, prop-
erly trained drivers, stricter enforcement of laws and broad-
er awareness—will save many lives in one of the most dan-
gerous states for those on the road.

QUICK TAKE

MOONSHOT INMOTION

T looks like a dark metal egg propped up in a rocky desert.

Habitat-1,a pod ce-like conditions, has been

set up for Isro in Ladakh by architect Aastha Kacha-Jhala.
The tests done at Habitat-1 are expected to help the Gagan-
yaan mission that is planned to take off next year and the
space station planned by 2035. Meanwhile, the government
informed the Lok Sabha on Wednesday that IN-SPACe, the
agency promoting private participation in the space sector,
has called companies to come forward for a public-private
deal to set up an Earth observation system. The time for
Indian companies to look up and dream beyond is now.

THURSDAY

HE recent controversial hate
speech by Justice Shekhar Ku-
mar Yadav of the Allahabad
High Court deserves to be dep-
recated in the strongest terms.
He made open and disparaging
comments against minorities.
He mistook constitutional democracy for
conventional democracy, and spoke as if
communal majoritarianism is synony-
mous to democracy. The oath under the
third schedule of the Constitution obliges
him to uphold the integrity of India and
perform his duties "without fear or fa-
vour, affection or ill-will” and also “up-
hold the Constitution and laws™,

The text of his speech clearly negates
the solemn affirmation in the cath he has
taken. Thus, the nation was confronted
with a scenario where a judge of a consti-
tutional court discarded the valuesof the
fundamental law in public. That the Chief
Justice Sanjeev Khanna acted in time
and called for a report on the incident is
amatter of solace. Justice Yadav has also
been summaoned to appear before the col-
legium of judges at the Supreme Court.

More than an aberration by an indi-
vidual judge, the incident reflects an un-
healthy trend among some judges to lean
towards political power centres. For
them, personal agenda prevails over
their assigned constitutional role. The
Congress era also showed a series of
such shameless abandonment of judmla.l

i ies in search of poli
other positions. Contemporary lndla,
too, has her bad a

The quality of independence of the
judiciary has a close linkage with the
quality of democracy. The present day's
deterioration of democracies across the
world is often facilitated by courts as
well, as David Landau and Rosalind Dix-
ondemonstrated in their paper "Abusive
Judicial Review: Courts inst Democ-
racy' (2020). In Anatomy of the State,
even the right-wing liberal thinker Mur-
ray Rothbard endorsed the view of pro-
fessor Charles Black who believed judi-
cial review often supplies “ideological
legitimacy” to executive actions. In his
controversial work The Politics of the
Judiciary (1977), J A G Griffith opined
“[judicial) impartiality is a sham" and
tried to expose the myth of the court be-
ing totally independent.

Thus, doctrinally, independence of
the judiciary is a contested concept. It
requires a great element of effort and
highest level of integrity on the robed
class to disassociate from the possible
mischiefs of the political executive of
the day. The judiciary, being “the least

The latest case of a judge crossing lines of propriety Is part
of an alarming trend. With its 1997 code on judicial values
breached, the Supreme Court needs to frame new rules

THE NEED FOR
A JUDICIAL CODE
OF CONDUCT

dangerous branch” as Alexander Ham-
ilton put it, should be vigilant enough to
uphaold its identity.

This line of thinking led to the con-
solidation of certain notions about the
way in which judges should conduct
themselves. The Bangalore Principles
of Judicial Conduct was an effort that
got global recognition at a round table
meeting at The Hague in 2002, It enlisted
judicial values like independence, im-
partiality, integrity, equality, compe-
tence and diligence to be upheld by indi-
vidual judges in their personal and
professional life. “The (! the
judge is the bastion for people to reap the
fruits of democracy, liberty and justice,”

O T R

Lawper, Supeme (oun of nda

SO Y

In 1697, the Court for

However good a Constitution may
be, if those who are implementing it
are not good, it will prove to be bad

constitutional ethos. The UP chief
minister’s public support for him has
its own implications.

Therefore, the only available way to
deal with Justice Yadav is to invoke the

‘in-house re’ evolved by the SC in
l!mmdmlunhex'rh\gjudmuf the high
benches. It's true that the procedure is
opagueand, in effect, chiefjustice-centric.
At the end of the day, if the errant judge
does not accept the ‘advice’ to resign or
retire voluntarily, it is only possible to
keep him away from judicial work. Itisan
irony that in India, the removal of a judge
of aconstitutional court remains the pre-
rogative of the legislative majority

It is therefore time to address the issue
of judicial misbehaviour in India at a
larger level. To deal with aberrations on
the bench, Justice Krishna Iyer pleaded
for “a panel of legal activists who have
concern for equal justice”, to be set up by
the bar associations.

This idealism of the yesteryears can-
not tackle today's reality, where there are
political and other divisions within the
legal fraternity that do not necessarily
reflect constitutional solidarity Very of-
ten, some sitting judges attend functions
organised by groups with political or re-
ligious affiliations; many lawyers' asso-
ciations also are often not free from such
affinities. This creates a vicious circle
that offers no immediate solution to the
recurring aberrations on the bench.
Therefore, the action of the top court and
the chief justice in the instant issue be-
comes significant. It should go beyond a
mere reprimand, now reportedly given.

The track record of the in-house pro-
cedure has not been satisfactory when it
dealt with allegations against some of
the judges, including chief justices, in
the past. Veteran lawyer, the late T R
Andhyarujina, had publicly lamented
that “the ility i (of

a code on ‘restatement of judicial values’
that, among other things, said judges
should avoid actions that erode public
canfidence in the impartiality of the judi-
ciary. It called for an enlightened detach-
ment consistent with the dignity of the
judicial office. It also askedjudgas tokeep
away from public deb and

the higher judiciary), particularly in dis-
ciplining judges of superior court ...
(has) not matched with its power and es-
teem”, Yet, efforts for democratising the
courts and the people's demand for them
should continue.

The Supreme Court should come up
with clear an the topic, re-

them from expressing political views. The
code warned that judges are under public
scrutiny and they should not behave in a
manner unbecoming of their position.
Justice Yadav's speech breached the
code in letter and spirit. A move for his
impeachment, in all probability, would
fail for want of number& It is impos-
sible to i kers in India

said the Supreme Court in the
dran Iyer case (1965).

rising above party lines to uphold the

THE PETROV DILEMMA & Al

N 1963, the Soviet Union's Oko

early-warning system issued a

critical alert, signalling an immi-

nent nuclear strike from the US.

The system, based on satellite

data and algorithmic analysis,

hsd mlruncuoned misinter-
high-altitude

clouds as missile launches. The officer on
duty, Stanislay Petrov, faced a critical di-

Jemma: to trust the seemingly precise out-

put ar rely on human intuition shaped by

broader context and uncertainty. He chose
the latter, averting a nuclear catastrophe.

This moment serves as a haunting pre-
cursor to the challenges we now face with
AL It highli the
of ic reliability: How do
that i nerated kmwladge aligns
with truth in high-stakes scenarios?

'l‘he elecuumcu and IT mlnlsm nsnemly
the In-
dia Al Suﬁetv Institute, reflecting global ef-
forts to address the multifaceted challenges

by advanced Al technologies. The US,
UK, European Union, Japan, Singapore,
South Korea, Canada, France, Kenya and

to evaluate Al systems, conduct adversarial
testing, and develop methodologies for miti-

gating risks such as bias, manipulation and
unintended behaviour. However, they should
also look at the ethical questions.

An Al safety institute should look at epis-
temological and ethical dimensions of de-
cision-making What does it mean for an Al
system to “understand” risk? How can it
differentiate between signal and noise in
contexts it has not been e'xphcltly trained

A

ADITYA SINHA

LT

Pub poiicy pulessiong

The Oko incident al theeth-
jcal quastion of

ibility for their actions, Yet, as

the basis of pre-determined thresholds for
action set by programmers, but lack the
moral capacity to evaluate the stakes of
their decisions in human terms. This leads
to a broader question: should Al systems
always defer to humans in critical scenari-
os, or should they act autonomously when
speed is of essence? This is also a concern
with lethal autonomous weapon systems.

»

Al systems
ries blur. The safety institute must tackle

ese ping ks
that address the paradox of accountability

At adeeper level, the 1983 incident under-
scores the tension between certainty and
uncertainty in decision-making systems.
Modern Al systems are designed to operate
in environments of calculable risk, but
struggle in situations of radical umermmﬂ

ty, where unknowns cannot be
ised. The philosopher John Rawls lnm)
duced th ptaf the “veil of &
t fairnessinh decisi k

ing. A similar principle could be applied to

stricting the perverse conduct of judges
in the highar judiciary. Also, judges
should be prohibited from entering poli-
tics during their tenure. Their post-re-
tirement rehabilitation should also be
totally banned, which in turn should
compel lawmakers to alter some of the
existing laws.
(Views are personal)
(kaleeswaramraj@gmail.com)
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More reforms

Ref; One election can be first of many reforms
(Dec 18). The one election idea seems to facus
on just one leades, PM Narendra Modi. The BIP
Is desperate to spread their wings at any cost.
But there are several other election reforms
that are more impartant.

NNagarajan,

Curbing populism

The one election bill introduced in the
parliament seems to be a good move at

the right time. It is imperative that the
opposition parties should not oppose it just
for the sake of it. It is high time intellectuals
in all major parties sit tagether and discuss
the mesits and demerits of the proposed
legislation. If the law can reduce populism in
politics, it would greatly improve the lives of
our ditizens,

Jaikishan N,

Weigh consequences

The one election bill introduced in
parliament is disadvantaged by the fact
that polls condected simultaneousty to

Al safety: how do we design systems that
make decisions as if they are of
their own biases and limitations, ensuring
a level of ‘humility’ in their outputs?

A critical dimension is the challenge of
value pluralism, which arises from the in-
commensurability of human values em-

are shaped

for? And how do witht]
humility to defer when oeﬂnmty isan ulu
sion? Thy atthe i
of philosophy, ethics and systems design,
defining the very essence of safe Al

Al systems are built on probabilistic
maodels, p to infer
from data patterns. However, their epistem-
ic framework is inherently narrow, con-
fined to parameters of their training and
the assumptions embedded by their design-
ers, In contrast, human judgement often
draws on tacit knowledge, an intuitive syn-
thesis of experience, context and uncertain-
ty This highlights the philosophical distine-
tion between computing and knowing.

criteria

Russian officer Stanislav Petrov bedded in decision-making contexts. Un-
averted a nuclear catastrophe in 1983 “kﬁhmwhnul
by competing priorities such as equity, ef-
b' ignaring the Soviet early mu.s‘ ficiency, and cultural narms, Al systems
a S
nk*mhlsmmwinll :hntmnyfnll?ln:_nmnmrm;rnsnml
mmm 'ms rade-offs. instance, a sel riving car
Sahiy} [vade confronted with an unavoidable accident
Saile must “decide” between minimising overall
primacy in high-stakes scenarios casualties and prioritising its passengers.

The philosophical tradition of virtue eth-
ics offers one way to think about this. Aris-
totle argued virtuous action depends on
phronesis—practical wisdom rooted in
moral character An Al no matter how ad-
vanced, cannot possess this, raising the risk
of decisions devoid of ethical nuance. An
Al safety institute must therefore grapple
with the dzs[gn of systems that can incor-

Drawing on Isaiah Berlin's concept of
value pluralism, it is clear that no univer-
sal framework, whether utilitarianism, de-
ontology, or situational ethics, can resolve
all such conflicts. This necessitates the de-

t of adaptive systems capable of
integrating multiple value paradigms
while recognising context-specific nuanc-
es. Mareover, encoding such values into Al
systems requires participatory governance
to pmwem the prlvﬂegmg of

por while

Can ines be

eect state
assemblies and local bodies will be fought on
entirely different issues, which lack uniformity.
However, considerable money will be saved.
Both these factors must be discussed at kength
before coming to a conclusion.

Jacob, Kochi

Gold gluttony

Ref: Insatiable gold demand poses tricky
question for rupee {Dec 18). India's soaring
gold imports, driven by cultural demand and
rising prices, are exacerbating trade deficit and
inflation. Despite efforts to curb smuggling, the
cowntry’s appetite for gold remains a challenge.

New-gen women
Ref: Bigger WPL next step for women's cricket
(Dec 18). Indeed, it is time to expand the WPL
with mare teams. Expanding women's tricket
will give them an opportunity to leam and gain
experience. Promoting women's cricket in India
Is essential for achieving gender equality and
treating a new generation of role models.
Kalaburagl

pasiant s
designed to “know” when to stop, seek hu-
man input, or even refuse to act?

By engngmg pnhcymnkem ethicists,
technologists and civil society, Al safety in-

Ref: Growing enterprises in a time- tested
Indian way (Dec 18). The idea of fostering

For an Al safety institute, this raises a The Petrov dilemma also invites us to  stitutes must establish dehhemtlw frume busimesses through traditional Indian
crucial jon: can hines ever pos- the of agency in ma- works i examines the harmony between
SESS i i broad gh chines Dowe treat Al systemsas i feasible ethical Alrsksperpm ape-old practices and modern business
to account for unquantifiable uncertain-  ent agents capable of making decisions, or  ating systemic biases or making tactics. it the crucial role of
ties? If not, how do we design systems that  merely as extensions of human intent? The  indefensible decisions in hlyx umkes envi- micro-enterprises in the Indian economy,
recognise the limits of their knowledge, former implies a need to grant them some wit] these how their @n
akin to Petrov's decision to distrust the sys-  level of moral accountability, while the lat- (Views are personal) drive broader development.
tem when faced with conflicting signals? ter suggests humans must always bear ulti- X i NR
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Terror alertin Punjab

Police force can't afford to let its guard down

ERROR groups working in tandem with

gangsters, mostly based abroad, are keeping

Punjb Folice personned on thedr toes, These

are dangerous portents for a state that

remained in the throes of militancy for a
decade and is yet to fully recover from that prolonged
nightmare. The targeting of police stations or posts in
Majha, which is vulnerable to cross-border smugghing of
aqimwn and drugs, is a brazen nlu-np! to dent

lh-
in the state, kwdmmuwpol«mpllnn this is the
handiwork of pro-Khalistan groups backed by the usual
suspect — Pukistan's Inter-Services Intelligence. Han-
diers based in Germany and other Westem countries are
o in the thick of things, going by the recent arvest of
three members of the Khalistan Zindabad Force terror
Mbmdﬂwh:ﬂuormmuuwmnm

& I from the state,
the Punjab Police had been jolted out of complacency in
July 2015 when terrorists from Pakistan stormed Dinana-
gar police station in Gurdaspur district. Bawely five
months later the Pathankot alrbase was attacked. The two
incidents taught the police a harsh lesson — there is no
room for ludty wh ti-India el hell bent on
creating trouble. The latest surge in tervor activities s
another wakeup call - it should spur the state’s cops tobe
more vigilant and work in closer coordination with Cen-
trad organisations such as the Border Security Force and
the National Investigation Agency.

The recent attempt on the Iife of former Deputy CM
Sukhbir Singh Badal outside the Golden Temple is a
stark reminder that violent extremism & not yet dead
and buried in Punjab. The embers of radicalism are still
glowing. with efforts afoot to resurrect the bogie of Khal-
istan. The onus is an the police to enforce the rule of law
and reassure the people about their safety and security.

Thebaglady
Privanka's totes speak louder than words

HO needs long speeches when a bag
can say it all? Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra's recent appearances in Parlia-
ment with her tote bags have turmed
serious issues into serious fashion
statements. One day it was ‘Palestine’ written across
her handbag; the next, “Stand with Bangladeshi Hindus
and Christians" R:md ﬂuydrbms this Winter Ses-
sionwill be d for the But Priyan-
ka sn't alone in this trend of “message dressing”. US
Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's “Tux the
Rich" dress at the Met Gala in 2021 was the talk of social

OPINION
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Look beyond simultaneous polls

A democracy needs much more than the efficient conduct of elections

ASHOK LAVASA-
FORME R ELECTION COMMISSIONER

towards fulfilling the former’s
aspirations. The nuling party tries
10 keep its poll proméses, some-
times working to fulfil its own

vision of what it thinks & ol fi

of suciety, even though same peo-
ple fdt that India suffered from
“woo much democracy”. That the
ruling party was convinoed about
IPEMMONOEWMM
from thy of its

mentary committee as this would
Mﬂrwmm
its own openvmindedness. The
pussage ofthe Bill in ahury might
not be the objective; bringing it on
the table sxd opening up the passi-
Lality of a consensus would serve
the purpose as everyone would
bl\h-ywﬁlrnl'ul ‘pand

lendership and the way in which
the terms of the Ram Nath Kovind
committee were drafted. Its e
ommendations were a foregone
umm but the speed with

I reform. But isitso?
Simultneous polls were held for
15 years after 1961 without an
express provision 1 this offect in
the Constitution. The chain was

mmmmmt-uuam-u
govermament is anessential ngred)-
at of a democracy, While the Bill
doesn’t take awsy theri ghtof with-
drawing supporttos nuling party, it
ullnh-mntrn‘ﬁlnrku

government in wanting to legis-
late on something to be imple-
mented a decade from now is
intriguing Similar alacrity was
exhibited in  passing  the
Women's Reservation Bill (Nad
Shakti  Vandan  Adhiniyam,
labelled “a post-dated cheque™)
before the 2024 General Election.
The d is dete una-

atled period
m:ni-rlnumi«lhr “unex-

Recent examples show
that the ECThas opted
tostagger elections
that could have been
easily combined.

lhe wml of madknn polx

neous elections are intended to
rechice government expenditue
in conducting elections, but what
about controlling the use of black
money in polls, and finding trans-
parent ways for political funding?
The Bill doesnt target these
through the so-called refoms.
Lat it be known that the Model
Code of Conduct prohibits only a
certain citegory of public expen.
diture with a view todenying the
ruling party an unfiir advantage
by spending public resources,
Onewonders why ruling parties
should wait tll before the elec
tions for taking major policy
decisions and dub them as “dis.
ruptors of govemance”,
Further, elections in any state
concern the voters and political
leaders of that state, neither
affecting the voters of other

like the UPSC conducting civil  states nor the Central Governe
mrvices mm:unu--;nru ment unless the party leader
per a fowed duk ship is ob d with
trutive efficiency is desimble  ing everywhere, not letting the
and there we ways in which the  local leadership manage state
conduct of el coukd be level Would simulta-
Jess ti and involv- dections further diminish
ing less manpower The exces-  the focus on elected local bodies
sive dependence on paramilitary  and turn them into nondescript
forces, cited as a bottl k of their central
ing the ECl 1 conduct pro. b&vﬂwnﬂmlmmuw
h e of local voters?

p is
due to the volatile nature of our
politics and the vitriolic cam-
paigning. The extant kaws do

Mrﬂhh twisting of the peo-
ple's right would diminish the
chameterof ourdemocracy. What
would be achieved by creating
this duality? Is simultaneity such
o sacred objective or a fundamen-
tal principle that issues affecting
democratic choloeshould be thus

the ECI to hold elec-
tions six months prior to the
expiry of the term of any House,
gving it & certain fexibility in
scheduling and bunching elec-
tions for efficient management.
However, recent examples show
that the ECT has opted to stagger
elections that could have been

that
is voted out, Thus, an outgoing
dected regime would pave theway
for an incoming elected substitute
S o Bmited period.

The voter will be electing the
playing eleven once every five
years to fulfil the fetish of simulta-

el and elect ‘extray’

nimity in passing the women's
Billbuta total divengence in opin-
lon about the desirability of the
Constitution (120th Amendment)
Bill that pertains to ONOE.

The govemment wont mind
refaming the Bill to a joint parli-

or & ‘nightwatchman' 1o replace
an injured main player (govern-
ment) The current system sppli-
cable to electing members of Par-
Bament o legislative
assemblies in a byelection will
now apply to the entire House in

dto I effh
clency? The wisdom of the law-
makers is on trial. After all, the
framers of the Constitution did-
n't provide for simultaneous
elections and left itto the Election
Commission of India (ECT) to act
within the constitutional frame-

ly combined. Clearly, expecs-

The efficient conduct of elec-
tions is definitely a source of sat
needs

Ingthe conduct of elections moe
efficient in the distant future,
they woukl dowell to devote time
to the issues affecting the people
here and now. The hazardous air
quality in the Capital, especially
outside Partiament, the depletion
of groundwater, the pollution of

ency is mome pe thana
d adherence to the
principle of simultaneity.
Whether this socalled reform
passes muster in Pardiament or

our , Uhe pith
of our educational institutions
and public health facilities, and

not, it h and

wurk to deal with the

of any situation.
Nobody can dispute the bene-
fits of a short, swift, single pre-
dictable exercise, espedally
when it involves a billion people.
Wlulehulﬁmekuu- s 4 rou-
s not

The citizens of India may not
be exhausted by exercising their
voting right frequently, but they
might be exhausted waiting for
their aspirations of a decent liv-
ing 1o be fulfilled.

media. It turned an dite event into a debate on wealth
inequality. Back in India, Opposition MPs have mas-
tered the art of wearable protests. From jackets scream-
ing “Modi-Adani Ex Hai" that they donned earlier this
month to allblack outfits worn last year for solidarity
with Manipur vidlence victims, their wardrobe seems to
have become an extension of the manifesto.

Of course, such moves invite criticism. The BIP was
quick to label Priyanka’s bags as * poli-
ties”, accusing her of prioritising rnrdm ssues over

' ones. But Priyanka brushed it off, calling the
backlash “typical patriarchy”. Her deflant “who's going
todecidewhat [ wear?" response proved she's carrying
more than just a bag — she's carrying a message.

Symbolism in politics is a double-edged sword,
‘While it captures attention, it risks being dismissed as
superficial. Priyanka's gesture, however, transcends
mere theatrics by |nvolcnx India's historical ethos of
whether dmna
the 1971 Ba War or in ady for
Pulestine's statehood, At the end of the day, whether it
is dubbed as fashion activism or clever posturing, one
thing is clear: Priyanka's tote bags aren't just an ioces-
sory but king India’s moral
ity in global humanitarian crises.

Lockesh Lk

e THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Voting s the only way to ensure that your concerns matter. — Michetle Obama

Zakir saab epitomised
grace, humility

Renu Sup Sinia

S the workd, and not just India, mourns the loss of tabls
maestro Zakir Hussain, I am reminded of my first and
only meeting with the iconic artiste, In the early 1960x,

a8 o college student, my ' " had made me
about Indian classical music rather than the morein-fashion
Western music, while my young heart would flutter at the sight
of these virtuosos. Ustad Zakir Hussain topped the list, as his

ringlets swirled with every beat of his tabia

The percussion artiste had come to Ludhiana to perform at
an event. The locul glitterati was in full attendance. Despite all
my despemate efforts, | could not meet him backstage after the
event. But what kind of a fan gives up casily? Well, I persisted
d o @ family md,mwnmhrmnnll.mdo

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Colonel Wedgwood's advice
COLONEL Wedgwood is so sincere o friend of India that any
advice coming from him is bound 1o receive eamest attention at
the hands of all patriotic Indians. The spedial article contributed by
himto The Hindu, a summary of which ap|
these columns ymnhyl-mﬂﬂmdﬂrmmyolm
Jove of Inchaand

Chall d about his profe | jugaad, uncle
wwkmmdommw“hdwmm;
Next day,st 7 harp, we were at th iy

saab was putting up. Uncle barged straight into the bedmoom,
where the ustad mlhﬂmwlwhuwuw
door. Uncle

tothe pe the A

sheery fault, not by this int
uludu-nu«mkhnr 'Omyoummamum-*
The A 10O, Serving ustea,

which apparently the ustad had asked him to. Sometime later,
dressed in purple silk kurta and lungi, the maestio emerged,
water dripping from his curls. For a young fangitl, the moment
and sight were beyond what she had hoped or wished for.
mwmwmmmnmdewumm'mﬁ'

m-mvuhhlpturm 'lhrmywwmhnl

f the man.
“If Labour has done nothing for India during the past year” he
writes, “neither had India helped her own case, We are no nearer
Hoeme Rule than we were ayour ago and thereare five yeurs of Con-
servative rule ahead During these five years, anything may hap-
pen except the next forward step hoped for by all who love India
and freedom.” Sulject toone reservation, 1 which we shall refer,
mwudsmu)dhwnmdmlymmmdwmrpmunll
s no small thing for ane wiy the Labour
Govemment to frankly admit that it did nothing for Indian dur-
ing its term of office, and in spite of that term, Inclia s no nearer
Home Rule, towhich Labour stands pledged, than she was o your
ap. Th 4 " " Irnclia has
not helped her own case. In the main, even this statement is true.
The faidure and the eventual abandonment of the much adver-
tised non-cooperation programme, on which so many in India
seemed 1o pin their faith more or less exdusivdy thive years ago,
cunnot surely be counted as a gain, except by those who bdkeved
that that progrumme alone stood between India and Home Rule

—

an for his paper, while | pretended totake notes, my
eyes never leaving his face for o moment, Used to such adula:
tion, the ustad, who had been voted the ‘sexiest man’ by the
readers of Gentleman, must have guessed my adoration,

Later, when we were leaving, | extended my diary for an suto-
graph. Smiling, he obliged and said, “Be good, don't be
naughty,” leaving my uncle giving me puzling looks.

“Why did he sy that?" he asked. | lughed sheepishly, giving
some feebl “motives’ for th
Whatever were my motives or motivation, I later wrote an
articke and sent it 1o a leading newspaper, not expecting
much, Some weeks later, | saw a half-page spread bearing
my first byline. That meeting, by hook or crook, had become
the start of a professional journey,

Over the years, | have met and interviewed o number of
celebrities, many not even near Zakirsaab's stature, but almost
no one has measured up to his humility or kindness, or his tal-
ent. I wonder, if by any means a fan ora scribewou kd now be able
10 barge into a celeb's room ke this and if heshe could, will
they be treated with the same courtesy and gentieness® His
passing is truly the passing of an em of grace, of adab.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Care and awareness needed
Refer to ‘Addicts not demons’; the editorial

should be taken care

Teach skills to boost employability

Apropos of ‘Why taxing supernich is an out-

moded plan’; India has a complex system in
heavily toad.

taxpry y

Haryana's mass campaign against drugs is
bearing fruit. These initiatives need to be
considered by Punjab too for the betterment
of s youth, The Punjab Government should
also encourage youngsters to participate in
sports activities. Panchayats should organise
games in villages and honour the winners,
The state government should also come
down heavily on drug smugglers o that the

supr Ly
not yidd much gains for the treasury because
they are not many. Equality should be brought
bymwnr:;\nhy ducdmud lnmm:
indulge in cormuption, malpractices and fraud.
Asa result, economic benefits dont reach the
deserving Lakhs of vicancies exist in govern-
ment departments and the private sector due to
hwmw&vy“lyd\heyum\sumru

menace can be dealt with ke them ders for coveted jobs.
RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUDMIANA SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI
Check easy availability of drugs  Penalise tax evaders

Apropos of ‘Addicts not demons’; drug use
and addiction are stigmatised. Instead of
understanding the causes behind addiction,
the drug users are condemned and
ostracised. The problem needs an effective
solution, Sometimes, families are not able to
gve much time to their children. The fear of
not fulfilling the expectations of parents and
uwh-ndnmnnenummd:dmy
U ) i Stter baind s
tration and add among the eds i

Refer 1o ‘Why taxing the superrich is an out:
moded plan’; the article highlights India’s
stark income inequality French economist
Thomas Piketty's suggestion of higher taxes
on the ultmwealthy & wellfounded. The
author's argument s — whille taxes could spur
upnl fMight, wlm*dmmmutmm
due b
|hrhck-ﬁ\md: are compelling. “M\I'l
both stem nnmnrgwmmhcmmrml
ure 1o add: T ix

Everyone, inchuding the family, school, m

ty and the government, need to work togeth-

er 1o bring the addicts back 1o the main-

stream. A und vigl mauld 10 be kept on
of

I China can create greater equality by taxing
its billionaires, why can't India? The govern-

The
suthorities must check the easy availability
of drugs and act against traffickers,

KR BHARTL, SHIMLA

Emulate khap's move
Refer to ‘Celebratory firing’; the Sarv Jotiya

that India’s growth benefits the poor
without stifling vital investment,
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Ashwin should offer to coach

1t's odd that R Ashwin announced his retire:
ment midway through India's Test series
aguinst A Ba. The timing has dented his

Khap F ¥
firing is a welcome move. The ban has been
imposed after the death of a 13- yearold girl in
Charkchi Dudri. No useful purpose is served by
this mad practice that claims the lives of inno-
u'nl people. l\i‘lbun annh«mlﬂm
RSP
sibility also lies with the authorities. The
P Court has a
ban on this practice.
SUBHASH C TANEJA, GURUGRAM

reputation asone of the strongest pillars of the
Indian cricket team. Being a senjor member,
he could have continued guiding his young
teammates. His maturity and experience
make him the perfect motivator for other play-
ers, However, now that he has taken this ded-
sion, one wishes him the best, with the hope
that he will volunteer to be a bowling coach for
budding cricketers in India,

SPS NARANG, GURUGRAM

Latters 10 the Edtor, typed in double space, should not esceed the 200word kme.
These shoud bo cogently willen a1 can be sect by o-aall ta: Letters@tibunemad.com
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TheStatesman  Renewal of democracy

WCO!DOIE(I"SV and directly descended
from THE FRIEND OF INDIA - Founded 1818

Reviving Momentum

ndia's economy stands at a cnuul ]unuurc shaped by
lving trends in c pat-
terns, and structural wage growth. Recent data under-
scores a numplc.-x mix of recovery and slagnauun pointing
to significant headwinds that d
One of the most striking observations is the decline in the
issuance of e-way bills, a reliable indicator of goods move-
ment. The drop, p.muuldrly d“l.“l’ lhc lr:smu season, hlgh-
lights a cooling in and
trade activity. l'hls trend mnmn broader concerns about
prns, as rising infl to erode
pumhaamg puwur. leaving many households cautious about
discretionary spending. The mulual fund industry also
reflects these shifting d ics. A slowd in
investment plan (SIP) account additions and reduced new
fund offerings suggest waning investor enthusiasm. While
SIP inflows remain steady, overall equity fund inflows have
seen a sharp decline, particularly in thematic and sectoral
funds. This hesitation points to a growing preference for
safe havens over high-risk investments amid economic
uncertainty. The automobile sector offers another lens into
the challenges facing India
counts on passenger vehicles signal a demand crunch, leav-
ing dealers struggling to clear inventories. This is a signifi-
cant departure from post-festive sales trends in previous
years, where moderate discounts sufficed to sustain
momentum. The steep discounts and unpcndmb price
hikes raise about ¢ ind long-
term dl'lmd.lhllhy Stagnant wage grow lh across critical sec-
tors is perhaps the most worrying trend. Despite corporate
profits multiplying over recent years, wage growth has failed
to keep pace, parliLulmly in industries like engineering,
manulfacturing and FMCG. Real incomes havc dcclm PY
when adj i for inflation, further exac
As a result, consumption - a cornerstone of India's eco
nomic growth - is at risk of further weakening. Moreover,
the decline in consumer confidence underscores the need
for stronger social safety nets. Policies that directly address
income insecurity, such as targeted subsidies or u.pdndcd

Democracy is not a monument but an ongoing process requiring engagement,
compromise, and resistance to authoritarian impulses. The challenges Snyder
highlights — inequality, disinformation, and the concentration of power —
are real and demand attention. However, framing of the ‘struggle for freedom’
should inspire hope rather than despair, encouraging Americans to see
themselves as agents of democratic renewal rather than passive observers
of decline. America is not declining

n his latest book On Free-

dom, Yale historian Timo-

thy Snyder provocatively

asserts that "some Ameri-

cans want to be tyrants.” The
while

be true, butitis a
indictment of political oppo»
nents rather than a nuanced
diagnosis.

Who, precisely, are these

employment guarant can help stabilise b
spending and revive demand in the short term. Rising credit
card delinquencies add another layer of concern., As house-
holds grapple with stagnant wages and rising living costs,
the strain on unsecured loans has become evident. Banks
have tightened credit criteria to manage defaults, but this
carries the risk of excluding potential borrowers, slowing
economic activity further. The moderate GDP growth rate
of 5.4 per cent reflects these combined pressures. While not
alarming, it indicates a need for sustained reforms to rein-
vigorate the economy. Policymakers must prioritise struc-
tural changes to address wage sanaliun. encourage invest-
ment, and bolster consumer conlidence. A balanced recov-
ery will require a concerted focus on both demand and sup-
ply side interventions. Addressing wage disparities, improv-
ing credit access, and fostering investment-friendly policies
can lay lhc foundation for robust growth. At the same time,
h ption - such as infla-
tion control and direc support for low-income households
- are essential, India's economic challenges are formidable
but not insurmountable. The country will need focused
action in order to navigate these headwinds and retum to
a path of sustainable and inclusive growth.

Wake-up call

r I Yhe global democratic landscape in 2024 reveals an un-

settling yet fascinating trend. Across continents, voters

have upended incumbents, embraced polarising ide-
ologies, and gravitated toward both Right and Left-wing
populism. This year has not only been a test of dr:duml re-

invites strict scrutiny

g " Are they political

its implications for American
soclety and its ongoing demo-
cratic challenge in the age of
Donald Trump.

Snyder’s work often draws
on lessons from 20th-century
authoritarian regimes, particu-
larly Nazi Germany and the
Soviet Union. The immediate
backdrop of the book is Ukrai-
ne's heroic struggle against
Russia’s naked aggression.
However, Snyder explores with
engaging personal stories and
encounters with diverse
thinkers including students and
prisoners, various facets of free-
dom especially focusing on
American soclety.

He argues that the seeds of
tyranny are not just external
threats but also internal ten-
dencies - elements of society or
political leadership that exploit
crises to erode freedoms. His

radox:

elites, fringe or eve-
ryday citizens swayed by au-
thoritarian rhcman The lack of

thoritarian s in the
United States, including his
wamings about Americans who
“want to be tyrants,” has been
significantly shaped by Donald
Trump.

Trump’s thetoric, including
his claims of a "stolen election”
and calls to overtum democratic

e effec-
tiveness of his
warning. More-
over, Snyder’s
rhetoric, while
evocative, occasi-
onally veers into
alarmism - for
example, as he
said before the
election on X,
“Unless Trump
loses, America
ends." As a histo-
rian, Snyder sho-
uld acknowledge
the complexity of
democratic re-
silience. For Ins-
tance, while anti-democratic
tendencies exist, so too does a
vibrant civic infrastructure
working to counter them, from
to inde-

in a nation founded on liberty,
some may actively or passively
enable its dismantling.
Sayder’s analysis is rooted
in real examples of democratic
backsliding worldwide and the

silience but also a stark of lhc
faction with trad I political fi
One of the most striking ubsuvauom has been the downfall
of inc Economic chall have played a pn’ulal
role in this upheaval, with citizens across nations cxprcssmg
discontent over growth, infl and
yrmm Dlss.nl\l'amun with governance and dcmumu-y ha.s
d stration. [n many ¢ 5, @ gr B
sense that traditional political systems are unmspunsnc o
the needs of ordinary people has pushed voters to explore
alternative political voices, no matter how radical. The rise
of Right-wing populism, particularly in Western democra-
cies, underscores this discontent. In various elections, these
parties have not only gained parliamentary ground but also
reshaped public discourse. They have successfully channel-
led over I identit gration, and cul-
tural shifts into electoral gains. This narrative has resonated
with a significant segment of the electorate, who feel alien-
ated by progressive pol and globalisation. However, it
wuuld be reductive 1o view populism as solely a Right-wing
Left-wing populists have also tapped into
pubht frustrations, albeit from a different angle. Campaign-
ing against economic quualuy and political elitism, these
have cay d the i i of those disil-
lusioned with murkul»drivtn policies and social inequities.
Both spectrums of populism, in their own ways, highlight
the inadequacies of mainstream political structures in
addressing the evolving concerns of the electorate. Another
key theme of 2024 has been the intensifying cultural polari-
sation. Debates over issues like lmmlgradun L(.BlQLh -
ghts, and national identity have d I
des, making consensus harder to achieve.
is not confined to di tic issues;
such as the war in Ukraine and the lsraLl Gaza crisis, have
further fractured political alliances. Positions on these con-
flicts often mirror d ic ideological divides, und
ing how global events now shape and amplify local pulmca]
dynamics. Whllc: lhla tumult suggestsa ¢ risis of democracy,
it dlsu lism, despite its flaw:
has forced a rukonm;, within established political institu-
tions. It has highlighted the need for governance models
that are more inclusive, adaptive, and attuned to the aspi-
o mmch:a must now grappll: with the
i cmnumn and so-

This puTunsdllun

fragility of d norms.
On Tuesday, 3 December, for
example, South Korea's Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol declared
martial law, which was however
withdrawn due to massive pub-
lic protests and the National
Assembly’s unanimous vote
against it. David French, a New
York Times columnist, was
quick to ask whether martial
law could happen in America.
However, Snyder’s argu-
ment, while poignant, can be
critiqued for its broad strokes
and occasional overgeneraliza-
tion. His phrase “some Ameri-
cans want to be tyrants” may

pendent media to state sover-
eignty in the federal system.
Snyder's analysis can some-
times overlook these counter-
forces in favour of a more omi-
nous and

fitinto Snyder’s fram-
ework of how wo-
uld-be tyrants un-
dermine democrat-
ic institutions. In
Snyder's view, Tru-
mp’s leadership
style - marked by
dlsdam for checks
and at-

broader issues such as inequal-
ity, weak civic education, and
the influence of money in poli-
tics. For Snyder, Trump repre-
sents a symptom rather than
the sole cause of authoritarian
driftin the U.S.

Snyder's concerns about
the fragility of democratic insti-
tutions are now at the forefront.
He has consistently warned that
Trump's approach to gover-
nance could erode democratic
norms and processes.

In light of Trump's victory,
Snyder's emphasis on active cll~
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Cross-Strait
blood ties
cannot be
denied

lood is thicker than water.

Except that which flows

through the veins of Taiwan's

Democratic Progressive Party
it seems, Yet whatever ulterior motives
the DPP secessionists on the island
harbor by trying to de-sinicize the
island, it will be almost impossible for
them to dilute the blood ties between
people on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait as they hope.

It is true that there are differences
between both sides in terms of politi-
cal systems and other institutional
operations.

Yet what cannot and will never
change is that both sides of the Strait
belong to one country and Chinese
people living on both sides of the Tai-
wan Strait are members of the same
family, sharing ties of blood and &
common destiny.

The recent nine-day visit by a del-
egation of mainland college students,
including Olympic table tennis cham-
pion Ma Long and shooting champion
Yang Qian, should have been & testa-
ment to the blood ties between both
sides of the Strait.

The warm welcome they received
from various sectors in Taiwan spoke
volumes about how people in Taiwan
cherish the cordial relations between
both sides. Yet the DPP vampires have
tried to drain the blood from these
exchanges. Yet reaffirming that such

|__CHINADAILY |

blood ties will not be sucked dry, Ma
Ying-jeou, former chairman of the
Chinese Kuomintang party, will lead &
group of Taiwan youth to the main-
land provinces of Heilongjiang and
Sichuan later this month to participate
in a major ice-themed event and
engage in other exchange activities.
This visit will be Ma's second mp

izenship and the
individual and collective acnon
inp i values

tacks on the press,
and a willingness
to exploit disinfor-
mation - mirrors
historical preced-
ents where demo-
cracies have given
way 10 autocracy.
The January &
attack on the U.S. Capitol was
particularly significant because
it was a moment when the Uni-
ted States came perilously close
to losing its democratic footi
The event was not merely
an isolated act of mob violence

becomes even more critical.

Recently, an attorney frie-
nd, echoing Snyder's admoni-
tion, wrote to me, "We should
brace for some hard times and
be prepared to join with those
who will resist unlawful power
grabs and unconstitutional
actions,”

America has a long history
of grassroots activism and
resistance. Most importantly,
despite the US Supremacy
Clause that establishes federal
law as the supreme law, states
in the United States have tre-

but the cul of years of
authoritarian rhetoric, mistrust
in demucrunn institutions, and
of the

Democracy is not a monu-
ment but an ongoing process
requiring engagement, compro-
mise, and resistance to author-
itarian impulses. The challenges
Snyder highlights - inequality,
disinformation, and the con-
centration of power - are real
and demand attention.

However, framing of the
“struggle for freedom” should
inspire hope rather than des-
pair, encouraging Americans to
see themselves as agents of
democratic renewal rather than
passive observers of decline.
America is not declining.

Snyder’s criticism of au-

public through mnﬁplrm:y the-
ories and propaganda.

Snyder, an expert on total-
itarian regimes, tyranny and
freedom, draws parallels bet-
ween Trump’s efforts to retain
power and the strategies of past
autocrats. He highlights tactics
such as exploiting crises, like
Hitler's use of the Reichstag Fire
in 1933, and employing the "Big
Lie” strategy, which under-
mines trust in democracy, as
seen with leaders like Stalin and
Mussolini.

Snyder stresses that the
erosion of democracy is a sys-
temic risk exacerbated by

editor@thestatesman.com
Protection needed

SIR, It is distressing that over
2,500 women have been killed in
India on charges of witchcraft
since 2000, according to the
National Crime Records Bureau.

Over the past year, NGO

d powers, which they
have used successfully in many
cases, defying the federal gov-
ernment, for example, estab-
lishing sanctuary cities for
undocumented immigrants
and marijuana legalization,
despite federal prohibi

to the this year,

tour starting from the end of Mmcl\.
during which he led a Taiwan youth
delegation to Guangdong, Shaanxi and
Beijing.

The visit concluded with a meet-
ing between Ma and Xi Jinping, gen-
eral secretary of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee.

That the mainland continues to
do whatever it can to support and pro-
mote cross-Strait youth exchanges
points to the fact that the Chinese
mainland has not given up its efforts
to seek the peaceful reunification of
the motherland.

Just as Ma Ying-jeou said, the
more exchanges there are between
young people across the Strait, the
fewer misperceptions there will be and
the less chance of conflict in the
future,

The mainland does not exclude
the option of taking back the island
by force, as there are some secession-
ms on the lsland who seek "Taiwan

dence” through collusi

Why would independent-
spirited Vermont (my home
state) or New Hampshire with
the motto “Live Free or Die”,
for example, follow Trump's
ultra vires or unconstitutional
acts? Besides, the Establish-
ment (the deep state) is not go-
ing away. Believe me, I replied
to my attorney friend, it's an
extraordinary time to live in the
US because American democ-
racy is in the process of self-
renewal.

whh external pom-n but what the
mainland has been doing to facilitate
youth exchanges across the Strait is a
bid to lay a solid foundation for the
peaceful settlement of the Taiwan
question.

It is to be hoped that what the
mainland has been doing in response
to the DPP’s de-sinicization attempts
pays dividends in the form nf

d affection and
between youth across the Strait. And
this in turn promotes the peaceful set-
tlement of the Taiwan question.

crease in the income of women
or their families and women
assuming leadership roles,
among the most significant fac-
tors driving accusations of witch-
craft were deaths caused by poor

Nirantar Trust, in collab

health and , such as
d

with women’s fed and
other groups in Bihar, conducted
a survey on witchcraft-related
persecution in the state.

It found that the majority of
the women surveyed - 121 out of
145 ~ who faced violence related
to accusations of witchcraft
were married and lived with their
husbands and children in joint
families.

This meant that 83 per cent
of surveyed women who were
married could not protect them-
selves from such violence.

The survey report, which

cial grie ances while I'uslr:ring 8-t in
increasingly diverse societies. The uphr:dvzl of 2024 should
not be viewed merely as a destabilising force but as a wake-
up call. If leade: n rise to the occasion, this turbulent
year could serve as a tumin;, point, ushering in reforms that
strengthen democratic institutions and rebuild public trust.
The future of democracy may well depend on it.

was rels d in New Delhi on
December 9, also said that a
majority of the women (56 per
cent) who faced such violence
were holding some form of a
leadership role.

Apart from the visible in-

ths of individuals, children, or
livestock within the family or
community.

Witch-hunting is both dom-
estic and public violence. It can
start at home, in the family or in
the neighbourhood, and stem
from domestic reasons or dis-
cord, but culminates in a public
display of violence.

To tackle the problem it is
necessary to hold accountable
ojhas or traditional healers, par-
ticularly at the panchayat level,
since they were the first to con-
firm and further perpetuate
witcheraft accusations.

The accountability and role
of panchayats in cases of gender-
based violence should be strictly
determined.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 16 December.
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WAH, USTAD!

SIR, With the passing away of the and

Hussain, for millions of his fans the sound of the tabla itself falls silent. Rarely does it hap

musical history that an instrument becomes synonymous with a person. The world becko:

a performance during his late teens with sitar maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar in New York paved the

way for an illustrious career.
In his six-decade long career, hennlunlypumeubllunthegloblllumlndwonavud\e

West with his dexterous command over his chosen

actor Zakir
when

. but

also jammed with the best global musicians. His father's advice “always lemﬂn a student’ ensured

he was open to all kinds of musical influences, e
Classical music he may have felt had a niche aud

man was compelled to echo “Wah Ustad Wah."

'\tham love, music and harmony we are nothing,” he said during his Grammy acceptance
speech and he brought all three in the lives of millions. Beyond genres, even gharanas, this purist
was forever in pursuit of pure sound. If Ustad Zakir Hussain could not imagine his existence without

the tabla, his mate and friend,

the affable man appearing on their mindscape.

Yours, etc.,

{..

to learn and forever passionate about his muse.
but he took it to a pinnacle where even a lay-

music lovers too could not see the percussion instrument without

Kolkata, 17 Dy




