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Trade shocker

November's low tally scuppers

expectations of goods exports recovery
T his October's forelgn tracde numbers had

offered a sliver of hope for India's gener-
ally weak export story over the past cou-
phe of years, as goods exports grew at a 28-month
high pace of 17.2%. Any prospects of a sustained
turnaround with better global demand for this
Chiristmas season, have, however, come undone
with Nevember's trade estimates released on
Monday. In o double whammy of sorts, not only
diel the value of outbound shipments sink to the
Jowest ina litle ever two years at just $32.1 billon
but the import bill also hit a record high of §70
billion, rising 27% year-on-year which Is the fas-
st upthek in more than two vears as well. Rela-
thve bo October, goods exports were 18.% lower,
Three of the list four months have now clocked
record-breaklng fmpoet bills, with $64.3 billion in
Auigguist and $66.3 billion in October. As in August,
November's import bill spike was led by gobd im-
ports that jumped 331.5% from Last November o
awhopping $14.9 billion, Overall gold imports are
now up 49% this year, and while higher prices
and seasonal spikes for the festive and wedding
season explain some of the uptick, this warrants
some examination, especially as exports of gems
andjcwcllc:ry are sputlerlml. Includlmin tru- om-
Aintensive busi % such as 1
polishing and gold ornaments. Gems and jewel-
lery exports are down 10.2% between April and
Movember, while imports have widened over
30, with November seeing a record high deficit
of §14.4 billion in the segment.

The overall gap in merchandise trade also ex-
panded to a fresh high of $37.8 billion in Novem-
ber, pechaps the first tme that the deficit is highe
er than the export tally, Apart from preclous
metals, petroleum also played a key part in this
wideming, with exports halving to $3.7 billion
while imports rose 7.9% to $16.1 billion. Officials
havve sought to downplay concerns by linking the
export slamp to lower ol prices, but the same
should also hold true for imports. It may well be
that the discount gains on Russian oil India had
eapitalised on to ramp up its exports, are Gding,
and domestic demand is stronger than before,
but economists are o tad puzeled at this pheno-
mienon of recent months, The Commerce Minis
try top brass has often argued that rising imporn
bills are not 4 worry because India bs growing fas-
ter than the world, much of the imports are di-
rectly correlated to, or are inputs for exported
goods, and non-oll exports that are fsing should
remadn the foeus, But ofl and jewellery remain
among India’s top tradables, and policymakers
must glean a better sense of the dynamics behind
this tumult, even if they are unfazed by the ex-
panding trade deficit,

More of the same

1 and Sri need to gn beyond
stated positions to take tes forward

s i Lankan President Anura Kumiara Dissa-

I

mayake's visit to India, also his first over

seas trip in keeping with tradition, marks a
continuity in India-Sri Lanka bilateral relations,
The joint statement, after his meet with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, covered aspects similar
o the one subsequent to the visit of his predeces-
sor, Randl Wickremesinghe, in 2023, Mr. Dissa-
niyake's assurance that Sri Lanka will not permit
its territory to be used in any manner inimical
India’s security and regional stability, on the face
of it, appears to be a reiteration of Colombo's
lomg-standing position, but it was significant in
view of a perception that Mr. Dissanayake's Ju-
minthar Virmukthi Peramuna (IVP) i8 a Left-leaning
pro-China party, India viewed his observation as
one that could have a bearing on the clearance

for Chimese ships visiting Sri Lanka in the Hght of

the Wickremesinghe NS Gne-yer mao-
ratortum (after India's concerns) on all “forefgn
research vessels” visits ending next month, In the
last 10 years or so, the frequent presence of Chie
nese ships became the main ireitant in bilateral
thes, It remaing to be seen how far the dispensa-
tion will be sensitive to Indin's concerns ~ the
Wickremesinghe's regime took a stand about six
months ago that it “cannot only block China®,

That the statements of the two leaders or the
Jodnt staternent did not touch upon the status of
projects by the Adani Group was expected. The
Jodnt statement talked of India's commitment o
help Sri Lanka in areas such as agrieulture and
the digital economy. The proposal to have a jolnt
working group on agriculture ks a weleome deve-
lopment. There was a mention of the proposed
Economie and Technologieal Cooperation Agree-
ment ~ 1 rounds of negotiations have been held
s fiar, On the fisheries dispute, the two sides ap-
parently stuck to thelr stated positions bit Co-
loanbe should help faetlitate an early meeting bet-
ween the Rshermen's assoclations in both
countries. More importantly, there seems to be a
nuanced shift, gedng by the English version of Mr,
Modi's statement at the joint press conference,
There is no reference to the 13th Amendment to
the Sri Lankan Constitution, which envisiges a
measure of sutonomy to Provincial Councils, des:
pite Mr. Modi covering matters siech as reconclia-
tion, the need for Sri Lanka fulfilling its commit-
ments  towards  “fully  implementing”  its
Constitution and conducting Provineial Couneil
polls, The IVI* ran a virulent campaign against the
Amendment, an outcome of the 1987 India-Sri
Lanka Accord. As the coalition that Mr. Dissa-
nigyake heads secured a massive manclate across
the country in the November 14 parliamentary
ehiection, he s in a comfartable position w show a
new direction to tes with India, 1ts an opportun-
ity for both countries to resolve their differences,
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The legal gaps in India’s unregulated Al surveillance

create the world's lirgest facial recognition

system for policing, Over the next five
years, this ambition has materialised with
Artificial Intelligence (AD-powered surveillance
systems belng deployed across rallway stations
and the Delhi Police preparing to use Al for erime
patrols, The latest plans include lsunching 50
Al-powered satellites, further intensifying Inclia’s
surveillinee infrastructure,

Whitle technologleal integration in law
enforcement is commendable, it raises
substantial legal and constitutional concerns, The
use of Al for surveillance has global parallels,
often resulting in "dragnet survelllance”, a term
that refers to indiseriminate data collection
beyond just suspects or eriminals, As observed
with Sectlon 702 of the Forelgn Intelligence
Survelllance Act (FISAY in the United States, even
well-dntended survelllanee liws can result in
overreach, infeinging on citzens’ rights,

This article explores the legal fameworks,
s, and coneeris surrounding Al survetllines
in India and how they imtersect with
constitutional rights, particularly the right to
privacy.

The Telungana Police data breach earlier this
year reveiled deep-rooted concerns about the
data collection practices of Indian liw
enforcement agencles. According to reports,
Hyderabad police had access to databases from
soclal welfare schemes, including "Samagra
Vedika”, radsing questions about the scope of data
being collected and the lack of transparency
regarding its use,

2019, the Indian government made
l headlines by announcing its intention to

Lack of proportional safeguards
While data-driven governance offers solutions for
public welfare and crime prevention, these
practices must be measured against the
individual's right o privacy, as guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution, The Supremse Cowrt
of India, in K5, Puttaswarny vs Union of Incia
(2007), e privacy as a fund al right,
ding its scope to “infor | privacy”,
The judgment emphasised that the era of
“ubsiquitous dataveillance” brings challenges that
st be addressed through robust legal
Frameworks. However, the extent of surveillance
Infrastructare in India currently lacks
propartional safeguards, leading to legitimate
concerns about the implications of Al-driven data
collection,

The Digital Personal Dita Protection Act
(DPDPAY, pussed in 2003, was meant to provide a
Framework for managing consent and ensuring
aceountability for data privacy in India, However,
thie law has been heavily eriticised for bromd
exemptions that grant the government
unchecked power io process personal daia,

For instance, Section 7(g) of the DPDPA walves
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the need for consent when processing data for
medical treatment during an epidemic, Section
i) further exempts the government from
consent recuirements for processing data related
o employment, a particularly concerning clavse
wiven that the government is India’s largest
employer, These exemptions raise red flags about
the patential for misuse, especially whcn applied
that

systems, with chear categorisations and
restrictions for technologies that could pose a
significant threat to civil liberties, The absence of
i smiblar begal framework in India is troubling,
especially given the government's ambitious
plans to expand surveillance capabilities,

Atits core, the debate over AL surveillance in
Irclia touches on fundamental constitutional

o Al powered survelllanee technol
operate on vast quantities of personal data,

Moreover, the DPDPA introduces obligations
for eltizens that could further exacerbate privacy
concerns, Section 15(c) mandites that citizens not
to suppress any materfal information when
submiiting personal dain. This provision, while
Intended o ensure data accuracy, could lead 1o
punitive measunes for something as simple as an
outdated address or technical error in data
collection systems,

I shoet, the DPDPA places heightened
serutiny on individual data while offering the
povernment brond leeway in Itu use .md
collection. Given the prof foms et Al

b The right to privacy, as enshrined in
Article 2, and the principle of proportionality, as
outhined in the Puttaswamy judgment, demand
that any Intrusion into personal data be backed
by law, pursue legitimate aims, and be
proportionate o the goal pursued. However, the
exctsting surveillanee framework, bolstered by Al
technologhes, appears (o stretch these princples
tor thedr limits,

Address the impact on civil iberties
I d8 ot theee wse of Al in governance iself that s
problematie, but rather its unchecked applieation
M:huut .mmdtnt u[eguar‘h A u:mnmhﬁ.ml\m

rk that addh Al'y

technologles in pmaﬁmmﬂthc personl
informution, the legal framework appears
unbalaneed, skewed in Fwour of state
survelllance over individual rights,

The approach in the West
Inclia is not alone in grappling with Aland its
impact on civil liberties. The Evropean Union
(EL) has enacted regulations that could serve asa
useful guide for India. The EU's Artificial
Intelligenee Act takes a risk-based approach o Al
activities, categorising them into unacceptable,
high, transparency, and minimal risk levels,
Unacoeptable risk activities, such as real-time
remote biometric identification for law
enforeement, are prohibited under ELU liw unless
exceptions apply, such as searching for victims of
serious erimes or responding to imminent
trm.a:n. In murl: -.nmr.mt. lmlla has hqwn

d faae

mﬁm:lm}' .md COTV eeuncillumcc in public
spaces with lttle to no legislative debate or risk
For e, Delbd and Hyderabad
have integraved Al into policing without any
publicly wailable guidelines on how data is
collected, processed, or stored, or how potential
abuses of the technology will be prevented.

As of now, Al remains lirgely unregulated in
Inclia. In 2022, the government promised that Al
technologles would be regulated under the
upcoming Digital India Act, but draft legislation
has yet to materialise, This regulatory vold beaves
cithzens vulnerable to the risks assoclated with
Al-perwered surveillance, inchiding the
infringement of privacy, discrimination, and data
breaches,

Countries such as the United States and
members of the European Unbon have already
begun to legislibe on the use of Alin public

Implk.ulsm for eivil libertes is urmgently needed.

It woukd help protect public interest in
consonance with the ‘Right w Privacy’ if such a
framework includes provisions for transparent
data collection practices, where it is publicly
dhisclosed, what data is being collected, for what
purpose, and how long it will be stored,
Furthermare, the framework must ensure
consent gathering mechanisms hive narrow and
specific exemptions for processing data with
independent and effective judicial oversight, This
will not only ensure transparency in consent
pgathering but also safeguard the constitutionality
of such applications of Al-based data processing.
Iy this context, India could benefit from adopting
i risk-based regulatory approach, such as the
EU's, which cabegorises Al activities based on the
risks they pase to dtizens' rights,

India is at a crudal juncture in deploying
Al-powered surveillance. While integrating
wdvanced mhm:luglualn law enforcement and

e offiers i ial, it must be
balunced against citkzens’ constitutional rights.
Palicy decisions that embed privacy measures
it infrastructure before deployment, with
inherent safeguards in surveillance protocols, ane
vital. Consent mechanisms, transparency reports,
and judicial oversighe at relevant stages of data
collection and management can avold costly
retrofits and retraining,

Though the DPDP Act addresses some fssues,
criticisms persist, and the long-awaited DPDP
Rules remain unnotified. To mitkgate risks from
Ad-driven surveillance, regulating “high-risk
activities™ through restrictions on digital personal
data processing and transparent auditor eversight
of data sharing Is cruclal, A prosctive regulatory
approach will ensure Al serves public interest
without compromising civil liberties,

Stuck in the classroom — students, teachers, NEP 2020

spending considerably more time in the

classroom than their European Undon (EL)
and North American counterparts. Yet, they
remain at risk of being relatively undereducated.
There are primarily two reasons: higher
propartion of teaching dme in course credits and
higher number of courses a semester under the
Mational Education Policy (NEP) 2020,

l ndian students in Higher Edwcation (HE) are

A contrast and the academic impact

An average student in a university in the EU or
Morth America takes approximately four courses
i sermester with a masimum of theee hours of
bectures a course a week, This brings the total
classroom time to a maximum of 12 hours o week.
O the other hand, Indian studems enralled in
the new fouryear undengraduate programmes in
Incian universities must take fve courses a
sernester with four hours of lectures a course a
wieek. This amounts to 20 hours of clissmoom
time a week, These extra efght hours in the
classroom do not leave much tme for essential
academic activities outside the clssroom such as
self-study, reacing, or working on assignments,
mast Bkely beading to exhaustion and reduced
bearning.

A casualty of this increased clissroom time is
the number of assessments that are actually
feasible in o course, In the earlier version of the
choleebased credit system in the three year
undergraduate programme, where students took
only four courses a semester, there was relatively
mare scape for continuous assessment. Now,
with increased classroom time, students find i
chiffielt to work on anything more than two
nssessments o course. This could impact the
chiversity of assessments, privileging multiple
chelee questions-based assessments that are
ensily graded via phone apps over assessmenty
such as o term paper of a reflective essiy that
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Increased
classroomm tme
runs the risk of
students
becoming
rassive
reciplents,
affecting the
vishon of the
NEP 2020

recuires more time and effort from students,

Thus, increased classroom time risks
incentivising rote learning and perpetuating the
school dynamics where teachers are owners of
knowlecge and students are passive reciplents. At
least at the university bevel, students need to be
pushed to own their learning, This ks possible
only if they are allowed tme to reflect, plan, and
exvcute their bearning, explore learning cutside
the dassroom individually and with peers
seaffolded by assignments such as reflective
casiys, group projects, and cross-disciplinary
problem salving.

The subject of continuous assessment
Adidressing this reduction in the number of
possible assessmients is important because NEP
2000 lays emphasis on continuous assessment, In
this system, the final grade can be ggoregated
from three or four assessment components
spread over the semester, Such a system provides
an opportunity to nlceelgn ' mhtulluw und high

three courses a semester brings the average
wieekly classroom teaching load of a typleal
university teacher in these countries to nine
ours, Incontrast to this, an average Indian
faculty is expected to teach 1406 hours & week,
with time spent in the cdassroom varying from
eight16 hours depending on how flexible the
mstirutional administration s in interpreting
University Grants Commission guidelines,

The centres of learning

Teaching a course as per the vision of the NEP
2020 includes designing the course, selection of
reading materials, development and
aclministration of assessments, as well as grading,
This is in complete contrast to the earlier model
whcn- teachers were responsible maostly for

cl lectures with and grading
taken care of centrally by the affiliating university,
The elite central unbversithes, Indian Institutes of
Technology, and the Indian Institutes of
Management could be an exception to this with

stankes i possibly fewer than eight hours a week in
etfort and learning, ru‘thu t han cr.JmmInu up :Iaunmxm: weaching a faculty along with
before one or fons. O lly higher r Bt it i frny

assessment allows considerable (lexibility for
Faculty to tallor assessment frequency and type to
meet the learning outcomes of thelr courses, It is
also a way o recelve continuous feedback for
neulty to adjust teaching serategy and for the
stuslents to mdjuse seli-study stravegles.

The nereased classroom tme impacts the
quality of eaching as well. The extea elght-hour a
week in the dassroom for Indian teachers eats
Into the time available for research, course
revishons, development of new courses, and
cross-diseiplinary collaborations, This negatively
affects the gquality and currentness of teaching.
The elassroam tHme of two to three hours a
course a week in the EU and North American
uiniversities, with a total teaching load of two to

o nate that the bulk of teaching and learning in
India happens in public universities and colleges,
and not in these elite institutions.

Thus, to realise the vision of the NEP 2020
fully, o serious reconsideration of the number of
courses and classroom time a course in the new
four-year undergraduate programmes across
Incia ks necessary. Doing so will improve the
teaching and learning outcomes for Indian
students putting them on a par with thelr global
counterparts, [t will also get students out of the
Hiaibibt of reste bearnbng, improve thelr sell-leaming
skills, and ensure thelr readiness for further
hilghver-level educational pursidis.

Beaprria by Dhevegyemal Tirshali, am edaicational newvarcher
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Business in Upper House
Eminent persenalities and
educationists in public life
are among those Members
‘who occupy the seats in the
Rajya Sabha, But even the
preceedings in this House
are dismal. Of late, one is
witness to uproarious
scenes and frequent
wviolations of canstitutional
values, so much so that its
democratic functioning is
flowted with ease and
without compunction, It is

time that the Members of
the Upper House also
realise that they are
accountable and engage in
constructive debate.

M. Visweswaran,

Chennal

Another

angle
As a ragular train traveller, |

would like to raise another
wery visible, yet blatantly
ignored, fallout of the
electrification of certain
railway lines: the mindless

destruction of greenery that
wias the hallmark of certain
stations (Editorial page,
“The hidden cost of
greenwashing the Indian
Railways’, December 17},
With deep pain, | highlight
the total desecration of the
enchanting tree-lined
railway stations on the
Shoranur-Hilambur railway
route in Kerala, in 2024, in
the name of electrification,
As a septuagenarian, whose
mather hailed from a village

near Cherukara rallway
station, | have always
chosen to travel on this
route quite regularly on my
visits from the Himalayan
Arunachal. All these stations
had century-old trees
[Several YouTube vioggers
had showered praise an
these scenic stations), But,
in February 2024, | received
the shock of my life to find
the total destruction of
every single tree on the
platforms of the stations

e

between Shoranur and
Cherukara. | learnt that all
this was for electrification, It
‘was even more distressing
to have this happen in a
State that won worldwide
appreciation for saving the
Silent Valley forests in the
19705, Such trees are
national wealth but the
Railway authorities or their
mindless contractors think
otherwise,

Ustad Zakir Hussain

The reports (Inside pages,
December 17), on tabla
maestro Zakir Hussain,
brought out almost every
aspect of his great life.
FReaders must be reminded
about how he compaosed
music for the Malayalam
classic, Vanaprastham.
WA, Sreekumar,

Calmbatore
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The challenge of universal health coverage

he ongoing national
conversition on what
Invclin rveesls v o for
universal health

coverage (UHC) often misses the
complexity of multiple health
systems and the unigue challenges
they bring. Almost every healih
system type that is seen globally is
present in different parts of India.
Sometimes, more than one type
«can b seen within the same State.

Government expenditure (per
wapita) on healthcare, for
example, varies significantly from
State to State. Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu spend
3,829, 12,590, and 12,009,
respectively, while Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar spend only 1951 and
1701, respectively (Mational Health
Accounts ~ Estimates for India
20089200,

West Bengal, a predominantly
rural State, has a low fertility rate
at 164, but it also has one of the
highest teenage pregnancy rites
{169, This is very different from
wther States with low fertility, such
as Kerala and Himachal Pradesh,
where teenage pregnancy rates
are 24% and 3.4%, respectively
(Natbonal Family Health Survey-5,
2019-2021), A UHC plan for States
must be developed considering
these very different realities.

Not the solution

Government health expenditure in
‘West Bengal, which was 1,346 per
capita in 200920, ks only about
1% of the estimated T2,205
(research-based and
inflation-adjissted) required to
affer UHE. This number compares
with a similarly populated State
such as Madhya Pradesh where
government health expenditure is
11,249 per capita,

Growing government health
expenditure is good but may not
solve the problem. West Bengal's
government bealth expenditure
has been growing at 1% per
anmum over the last few years
and, at this rate, could grow to
fully meet the funds estimated to
Ibe required for UHC by 2000,
However, the State's out-of pocket
expenditire was high at 67% in

g
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201920 and had only reduced by
243% from the previous years
(National Health Accourits -
Estimates for India 20019-20). The
story is no different in Andhra
Pradesh, which saw a 3% increase
in per capita government health
wxpenditure in 200920 from the
previous years, but had a high
out-of-pocket expenditure of G4%
(National Health Accournts -
Estirnates for India 2009.20).

Deeper challenges

Thus, increasing government
health expenditure does not
appear to be working to contain a
key issue relating to the health
burden on citizens, This suggests
that there are deeper design
challenges with the health system,
Without addressing these,
increased povernment
expenditure on health may do
litthe to redce out-of: pocket
expenditure rates.

The implications of this are
significant. Out-of pocket
expenditure already accounts for a
majority of health spending in
most of the States, A paper
priblishied recently (Sangar et al,
2018) noted that out-of pocket
expenditure accounted for more
than 50%; of health spending not
Just in poor States such as
Jharkhand, Bihar, and Ustar
Pradesh, but also in comparatively
prosperous States such as Kerala
and Punjab, which have strong
healtheare systems.

I the case of West Bengal, high
Cosection rates even within the
puiblic sector strongly indicate that
there is an adequate supply of
public sector hospitals at which
free care can be offered. This
negates the need and relevanee of
the State's Swasthya Sathi scheme,
which is intended wo allow patients
to seek care in private hospitals
uising the gevernment's limited tax
resourees, It is designed to
compensate for a deficiency in the
supply of government hospitals.

O the ather hand, that there is
asignificant share of adults with
higgh blood sugar rates across West
Bengal, relative to the rest of the
wotintry; and also relatively low

rates of hypertension in the State
sugpests high rates of genetically
intherited insulin insufficieney,
which needs to be addressed with
urgency in primary care settings.
Similar trends are observed in
Bihar and Gujarat, which also have
high blood sugar levels and
relatively lower hypertension
rates, in contrast to Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and Telangana, where both
conditions are prevalent. This
necessitates tailored health system
stravegies and reglon-specific
public health messaging to
adidress the varying tremds in
non-communicable diseases
across ditferent areas.

Dt also show that while there
i an income gradient, even the
wery poar in West Bengal have
high blood sugar rates. It is clear
from the high blood sugar rates
that the current, largely
auit-ofpocket expenditure-driven
health system design cannot
address this challenge and that a
wmiteh maore proactive approach
needs to be taken at the primary
ware level, However, with a 58%
shortfall in primary health centres
and health and wellness centres,
the primary healtheare system in
the State faces challenges in
meeting the healthcare needs of
its population; this needs to be
addressed urgently,

A mosaic of challenges

The diti here illistrate how
healtheare s an interconnected
system that presents a complex
mosaic of challenges and
opportunities. These cannot be
addressed by blanket solutions
that are wnmindful of the
unigueness of the local area health
profile, and its deeper relations to
history, culture, and ways of
working. Thus, leverage points
vary and blunt instruments or
even throwing resources can hive
litthe impact and, in some cases,
miake the situation worse, A
holistic approach is essential,
integrating public health
initiatives, regional policy
adaptations, and climate
resilience, to build a robust and
equitable healtheare system.,

Failing PDS beneficiaries in Odisha

thening the capacities of
wormen seli-help groups
and community health
cadres to improve public

STATE OF PLAY

Subhankar Nayak

service delivery, especially
n November, three wo- il in such marginalised areas,
l men died after consum- could go a long way in en-
ing gruel made of mango hancing the agency of women
kernel in Kandhamal district n managing their nutrition,
of Odisha. The tragedy has Notably, Ocisha was one of
brought issues surrounding the early reformers of PDS, 1t
the implementation of the Na- brought in multiple measures
thonal Food Security Act, 2003, to minimise leakage and ex-
in the State into the Bmelight. | consumption. pand coverage. However, dis-

tribution in the most remote
areas remains a significant
challenge. In the case of Man-
diparika, beneficiaries had to
travel up to 10 kilometres to
collect their PDS rice and it
ok tragedy for the adminis.
tration to fiinally set up a PDS
sub-centre near the village.
Timely supply of PDS food
items s critical in these re-
plons where people depend
on them as their primary
source of nutrition. Further-
maore, the policy decision
mandating that phone mim-
bers be linked with Aadhaar
for accessing welfare mea-
sures is made with the as
sumption that all benehciaries
have mobdle phones, Many re-
maote areas such as Mandipan-

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(B government in Ocdisha is
facing criticism for stalling the
public  distribution  system
(PDS) on technical grounds,
leading to deprivation among
marginalised communities.

1In 2001 toa, 24 Adivasis lost
their lives in Rayagada district
due to the same reason, The
fact that hunger deaths are re-
emerging in Oclisha after more
than two decades is telling,

Mandipanka  village in
Kandhamal, where the recent
tragedy took place, is domi-
nated by the Kandha Adivasi
community. The area s
plagued by poverty and de-
privation with limited welfare
interventions. The inhabitants
primarily depend on agricul-

After the BJP government
took charge in June, it decided
to further digitise PDS. This in-
cluded making e-KYC manda-
wry for PDS benefciaries,
which led to delays in distriba-
tion. The people of Mandipan-
ki claimed that they had not
received their PDS rice for
three months. With no other
life support system and out of
hunger, some families began
preparing gruel from mango
kernels to eat with some
stored fermented rice. Unfor:
tisnately, according to officials,
the food was fungus-infected.
Three women died while re-
ceiving treatment.

Aceording to statements of
Odisha ministers and the dis-
trict administration, the vic

ture and forest produce toeke | tims are to blame for their | ka do not even have cellular
out 4 living. Many men from | food practices and improper | coverage.

the village also migrate to oth- | storage. This is despite ind- The tragedy should serve as
er States for employment, | ings that acute hunger among | a cautionary lesson for policy-
During the monsoon, starting | the Adivasis in this region | makers while making changes
from July, as livellhood op- | compels them to resort to sub- | to eritical welfare policies, as
tions come down, people in | stitute food such as mango | temporary withdrawal of State

welfare schemes can cost
lves, The idea that digitisation
is the panacea for making so-
cial policy effective is flaowed,
Further, we need to move
beyond a one-size-fits-all poli
ey approach in key service de-
bveries, such as PDS. Interven-
tions in marginalised arcas
require tallored approaches

Mandipanka, as in other re-
wmote areas of Odisha with Adi-
vasl populations, become de-
pendent on the PDS apart
from traditional food that is
stockpiled during the summer
moths,  Traditional  food
items, such as gruel made
from mangoe kernel, are con-
sumed by Adivasis in this re-

kernels gruel,

1t is also concerning that all
those who had eonsismed the
infected groel were women. In
rural belts, women often eat
inferior food within the fami-
Iy, diie o prevailing sociooul-
tural factors; this affects nutri-
tion, The absence of a focused
policy intervention for wo-

pgion during times of acute | men in this district is partiew- | and regular feedback from the
food  shortage,  Sometimes, | larly concerning, as about | ground,

due to improper storage, food | 49% of women in the age

items that are preserved for | group of 15-49 years in Kand- Saibiarakiar Sy bs o policy

months beeome toxie for | hamal are anaemie. Streng: researchien X absbharnkirnayak

China is world’s largest debt collector

The country is majorly responsible for the rapid rise in external debt in many countries in the last 20 vears

| DATA POINT

Niika Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ver 25% of the world's bi-
0 lateral external debt was

owed to China by the end
of 2023, making the country the
leading debt collector, Two de-
cades ago, the country rarely lent
money; Japan lemt the highest
amount, followed by Germany,
France, the United States and the
United X

Further, over the list two de-
cades, when China's external lend-
ing increased  massively, the
amount of bilateral external debt
owed by countries surged expo-
mentially too. In other words, Chi-
na is majorly responsible for the
rapid rise in external debt in many
eouintries in the last 20 years,

Bilateral external debt is a coun-
try's debt to foreign governments.
In this analysis, only bilateral debt
s considered and not debt owed to
agencies such as the International
Maonetary Fund and bondholders,

Chart 1 shows the bilateral ex
ternal debt stocks owed too all
eountries and to China specifically
over time, It also shows (in %) Chi-
ma's share in the total bilateral ex-
ternal debt stock awed, External
debt stock is the debt owed by a
country to non-residents repaya-
ble in currency, goods, or services.
1t s the sum of all public, publicly
guaranteed, and private non-gua-
ranteed bong-term debe amd short-
term debit.

Thie external debt stock owed to
all countries increased from §49.5
billion to $741.4 billion between
1973 and 2023, The external debt
stock owed to China increased
from $1 billion to $192.0 billion in
the same period. In percentage
terms, the share of debt owed to
China remained around the 1%
mark untl 2000, surged to 16.6%
by 2013, and to 26% by 2023,

Chart 2 shows the share of ex
ternal debt stock owed to top len-
ers in the 1973 to 2023 period. By

i

the end of 1973 and 1983, the LS.
wiis the top lender, The LS. was la-
ter surpassed by Japan, which re
mained the top lender by the end
of 1993, 2003, and 2013, External
debe stock owed to the U8, drasti-
cally reduced from 36% in 1973 o
Just 4% in 2023, Notably, by the
efid of 2023, the Netherlands was
the third biggest lender after China
and Japan,

Chart 3 shows the external debt
owed by all countries to Chinag in
absolute terms and percentage
terms. For instance, Pakistan
owed §22 billion to China by the
efic of 2023, which is elose to 60%
of all the bilateral dibt owed by the
country, The farther a nation is to
the right, the higher the share of its
bilateral debt owed to China by
2023, The bigger the size of the
bubble, the higher the debt owed
to China in absolute terms.

Notably, many couritries to
which China loaned money were
either in a Anancial crisis which
then worsened or later descended
into a financial erisis. For instance,
Laos, one of the poorest nations in
Asia, owed $6 billion to China in
2023, which was over 75% of its bi-
lteral external debt. The nation's
economic situation turmed difficult
with persistent high inflation, cur-
rency  depreciation, and  slow
growth. In 2021, China opened o
high-speed rail line with Laos as a
part of its Belt and Road initiative.

Angola, the second largest oil
proxducer in sub-Saharan Africa,
owed $17 billion to China, which
wits about 58% of its external debr.
In fact, 16 sub-Saharan nations
owe over 50% of their external
debt to China, According to the
New York Thines, 15 of the 19 cobalt-
producing mines in the Democrat-
i Republic of Congo were owned
or hnanced by Chinese fArms, The
nation owes 88% of its bilateral
debt to China.

Sri Lanka, which owes §8 billion
o China, about 50% of its bilateral
debt, was struggling to repay its
debt and handed over the major
port of Hambantota to China in

27,
»

Debt trap
diplomacy?

The data for the charts was
sourced from the | nternational
Dabt Report 2024, The report was
released recently by the World

Bank,

In this analysis, anly bilateral

debt is considered and not debt
owed to agencies such as the

| nternational Monetary Fund and
bondholders. Bilateral external
debt |s a country's debt to fareign
governments

Chart 11 Bilateral external debt awed to
all countries and to China over time
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Chart 31 Chart shaws the external detst crwed by all countries to China in absolute terms and percentage terms. The farther a nation
s to the right, the higher the share of its bilateral debit owed to China by 2023, The larger the bub ble, the higher the debt owed to

China In absolute terms,

Indo-Bangla trade to be in

free currency

New Delhi, Dec, I7: Trade transactions between
Indlia and Bangladesh will in future be in freely

convertible currencies instead of rupee as at

present.

This is one of the important features of the
protocol to the existing trade agreement,
tinalised after a two-day meeting at the
ministerial-devel between the two countries,

The protocol was signed to-day by Mr. D

Chattopadhyaya, Commeree Minster, and Mr. K.

Mushtag Ahmed, Foreign Trade Mindster of

Bangladesh.

Ag one stage during the talks it appearesd that

no agreement would be possible, but the two
sicles sat till mid-night yesterday to reach
agreement on the main issue of changing the

basks of trade and payment from rupee to free

curreney.
Adter the signing ceremony, Mr,

Chartopadhyaya tobd newsmen that experience
thet shewn that trade in free currency would be
more useful and beneficial in the leng run than

et A U5 trale on rupee payment basis, This, he said, was
dear from the example of IndoYugoslay trade
Grmany A which way changed into free curreney a few
e mﬁ*m . years ago. Mr. Chattopadhyaya said that
awﬁ payment in free currency acted as a booster and
T1E.3% fiapan wave fillip for developing trade.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD DECEMBER 18, 1924

Autonomy for the
provinces

in the
South Asia Bangladesh Edlapla—g Pajdstan P The “Observers" suppart: A “New Empire”
mmd special cable from London on December 14
Eurcoe & Notlon's states that the "Observer” supports Lord
GanwalAsh incame Willingdon's proposals formukated at the recent
[ sdutl aroups; meeting at the Royal Colonial Instinute
m::; t groat Do, AEp. | @ High income suggesting a wider devolution from Whitehall to
Congo Simla and Delhd and from the Central
Sub-Saharan . o . ,‘ | i‘ Uppar- Government to the Provinces, no change at
Arica " midile present in the Constitution of the Central
Lt s . T o rapocilbi Goweraiaat e Pravknca. The
e ] ATV ent i VINCEs. i
ERE Cambosdin Arganting .m "Observer” thinks no more practical method
East Asla b i | | Incame than that proposed by Lord Willingdon has been
Pacific Laci| Low ncorne suggested of simplifying the Indian Reforms

0%

without contracting them or of fixing
responsibility in the new conditions.
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Concurrent debates
Simultaneous elections need careful consideration

n Tuesday, the Unlon government Introduced in the Lok Sabha the
Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill to enable simultancous elections
to the House of the People (Lok Sabha) and the state Assemblies, A
separate Bill wis also introduced to enable simultaneous elections in
the Union Territories with Assemblics. As expected, the Opposition, led by the
Congress, welghed |n against the proposed amendments, largely on the grounds
that they violated the baske-structure doctrine of the Constitution and wene
beyond the legislative competence of the House, The Opposition also ralsed
other objections such as additional powers envisioned in the Bill for the Election
Commission of India. Since constitutbonal amendments require a speclal majority
in both Houses of Parliament, all proposed provisions are expected to be discussed
indetall. The Bill is expected to be referred to u joint parliamentary committee.
The ldea of holding simultaneous elections ls not new for India. In fact,
elections for many years after Independence were held si 1sly. The eycle
wins disturbed after Mrmhl.lcn wm: mnmmrs:ry dimmlml starting in the late
19608, lurgely for polit he Law Commissbon,
have suggested wllw, back to uymhmn Ised electlons. More recently, a high-level
committes under the chairmanship of former President Ram Nath Kovind unani-
maously endorsed the ldea and recommended the way forward, which is reflected
i the Bl introdueed, In principle, it mak toconduct dectlons
to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies, Besides the expenditure incurred by both
the Indian state and political parties during elections, there is a broader policy
dimension that needs sttentlen. Once elections are done and governments are
formed at both Unfon and state levels, politbeal parties ean get back to governance
and policy issues, Glven the competitive nature of politics, which s a great strength
of India, the conduct of political parties on both sides of the alsle s often determined
by Impending state electlons. Further, the technieal analysls presented by the
Kovind committee showed that growth, Inflation, investment, and public expen-
diture outcomes tend to be better following simultancous elections,
However, the way envisaged for simultaneous elections needs to be debated
threadbare, It will also be important to consider the unintended consequences of
making the proposed amendments to the Constitution. The Bill, for instance, pro-
poses that the fAive years from the first meeting of the Lok Sabhu will be referred 10
i the full term of the House, I the House Is dissalved belore the campletion of the
full term, the perlod between the date of dissolution and five years from the date
e the first sitting will be termed the unexpired term. A new House will be constituted
after elections enly for the unexpired term of the immediately preceding Howse.
Theoretically, if the House is dissolved four years after the first sitting, the
new House will be constituted only for a year. Glven that the electoral process
takes time, the term of the | fouse miy potentially be less than a year, Such mlmumcu
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China prepares for Trump

With tariff war set to intensify, China shifts focus to the Global
South, increasing competition for India

hina's annual Central Economic Work

Conferance (CEWC), usually held ot the end af

wachy as It indbeases how
the Chinese the cauntry's eco-
nemic performance over tha past vear and how it pro-
poses 1o meet the challenges that le ahead.

This year, the CEWC met on December 1land 12
umnclar the shadow of the Incomlng Treimp admin-
Estratlon In the US, It was preceded by a meeting of
the Politburo of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, which declded on the
missape to comvry regarding the health of the econ-
amy and the palley directlons for
tha futire. The CEWC elaborates on
thase, but as in the past, there wene
neo specifics. While the report of the
conference mentloned an adverse
International economic environ-
ment, It made no reference to the
potentlal rlsks posed by & tarlff-
wielding Trwm pin the White Howse,

Whin contrasted with the pro-
ceedings of the CEWC meeting of

-

milght influence the chodces of political parties, 1t s possible that, hypot!
the Opposition muy not bring o motion of no confidence after a certain pol.nl
during the term of the House, Consequenthy, a government mwy aﬁuy 1

FLLUSTRATION: DIMAY 51N,

current package 18 targeted vownrds raksing domestlc
demand and consumption expendltune,

Two, China has been very conservative In lts
fiscal policy, and has strictly followed an Informal
Iimit of 3 per cent of gross domestic product (GDF)
om flscal deficits, For the st thme [n recent years, o
rise in fscal deficht ks being embraced, There are
reports that o 4 per cent defielt [ 1 kaly In 2025,

Three, desplte these more ambltlous stimulus
measures, the technology-driven "high-cuality”
growth model that is associated with Preskent XI

eritlenl " He that
China would meet hsurwlh target of § per cent and
continue to contribute 30 per cent of global GDP
rovwith, ns n the post several years,

He also mentloned the BRLas o major contrlbu-
than by Ching to the development of the Glebal South
and sought the partnership of International eco-
nomic erganisations in taking it forward, He made
specific reference to China's relatlons with the US,
xprensing readiness to engage In o dialogue, man:
age differences and cooperate to advance mutual
benefit. But he also refected the Amerean "small
arel, high fences™ strategy, warning that tardl], trade
and tech wars would “produce no winners®, Thene
wans i velled threat of Chinese retallatlon, o readiness
o "resodutely s feguard s soverel gney, security and
devilopment [nterests”

IF Mr Trump remains undetersed and follows
through on histadTwar, what will be China's options?
Vry few In the short min as China remaling |olned at
the hip with the US and with Western econombes
{Burope and Japank in general, In the medium to
long verm, there will be a pronounced shift towards
other truche and Investment destinatkons, In particular
Southeast Asla, the Gull, Africa and Latin America,
This diversification |s already taking place. Latin
Amiren has supplanted the US as the chied source
ol soybeans and ather agricultural produscts,

Tha Global South is coming Into prominence as
aprderred economic and commerclal partnes. These
will be direct tie-for-tat retalintion agalnst punitive

Jinging has been reaffemed ot the meeting. Industrinl
poliey will continue to promote a
“niew type of Industralsation”, focus-
Ing om the digltal economy and artl-
Aclal intelligence-led growth,

Four, In 2023, the CEWC had
stressed "priortising development
Dbefore pddressing problems.” While
economie giowth remalns the "top
priority,” now there must be a “bal-
ance between the pace and quality
of development.” Bottom line: Xi
Jinplng is willing to sacrifice higher
growth rates in the short term while
developing the new, high-tech-driven sectors of

There I8 a notabde omidssion of any reference to Mr

even after evidently losing the confidence of the House, Asimilar thing

in states as well. Besides, the possibility of two or more ebections to the L uksuhhu
ummmbllcn within flve years in the numud dlmul.u:iunu somewhat weakens the

le argument for i will need to debuate all
such possibilitles.

Sri Lankan reset

President's visit points to positive first steps

 Lanka's newly elected President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's cholee of

Irnelin for his first overseas visit signals o positive dynamic in ties between

the two countries. Mr Dissanayake, who heads the Marsdst-leaning Janatha

Vimukthl Peramuna (JVP), lhc senior purmcr In the rullna National
People’s Power coalition, was seen as [deolog 1s China, Beifing
already wields considerable power over the iulund-nuliun s political economy as
its biggest bilateral lender and a top source of forelgn direct investment, At the
sarme time, the IV has been anti-Indlan, having led the opposition, often viokent,
to Indian intervention in Sri Lanka in the late 1980s afler accords saw the Intro-
duction of Indian soldiers in the Sri Lankan clvil war with the Tumil separatists.
With the emergence of China's aggressive Mission Indian Ocean, which tangets
Indin, New Delhi's concerns had multiplied. On Monday, statements from Mr
Dissanayalke assured India that he would not allow Sri Lankan terrltory to be used
in a way that would be detrlmental to Indla's interests, This was rellected in an
emallient joint statement that spoke of the two countries’ shared security interests
and the need for regular dialogue based on mutual trust and transparency,

These assurances are significant in the context of China’s presence in
Humbantota port, which it has leased for 99 years after S Lanka defaulied on a
Foan for the development of the port, Located i thern Sri Lanka, Hambamota s
the country’s second-langest deepwater port, just 538 nautical mikes from Chennad.
China's presence here Is consbdered an example of how Belfing uses loans to bulld a
strategic presence. The menacing potentlal of this presence was demonstrated in
2022, when a Chinese savellite- and missile4racking ship docked there. On Monday,
Inclia's foreign secretary clarified that Mr Dissanpyake’s statement could be an indl-
cator of S Lanka's clearance for forelgn research vessels docking at its posts, on
which Colombxo had imposed a momntorium since Jansary this year, Mr Dissanayake’s
statement, therefore, is seen as u strong signal that his regime would play, at the
very lenst, o pragmatie geo-strategie balancingact, His inclination for dolng so may
be rooted in gratitude for Im.l.luahcl.pin riding out its economic crisis with $4 billion
worthof aid and support Tuadlout from the Inter | Monetary
Furd (IMF). More un\inlunu huubccndiumuued for infrastructire projects such as
ridbway signalling systems and energy projects to rebudld its shattered economy.
Some ssues remain to be sorted. Among them is the long-standing 1th

amendment to the Srl Lankan © n, devol v por he Tamil
provinces, which the JVP had fiercely oppesed In 1987 1t is possible that relations
between Mr Dissanayake's party and the Tamil minorities may have cha
given that the east and north also voted in large mimbers for his coalition, Also
hanging fire |s the possible cancellation, which he had promised, on environ-
mental grounds of an Adanl wind-power project. It is worth noting that this is
Mr Dissanayake's second visit to India in 10 months, Though Indo-Sri Lankan
relations look set to revert to a mutually beneficial template, much will depend
on how successfully Mr Dissanayake negotiates his country's IMF and bond-
holder obligations with his welfarist poll promises and fashions his relations
with China, the country's lurgest creditor.

Xi's Bl anvd Road Indtkative (BRI) from the
repart, Chilnese worrles over rsks posed by Mr Trimp
to Hseconarmbe health were, however, front and centre

I December 10 that Mr X1 had with the

2023, the following polnts are SHYAM SARAN
noteworthy:
One, thie the 1

of the Chinese monun\)'. with stagnant  the economy.
clomestic wnl g external I

the pted foe i
lvirec ilus, Its eatlor stress on prlldu.nl
muni'lm‘ypulk)' -nnlun llrmk‘dlnm‘wnllemlwn

" s now ya'mod-  inan

erately loose monetary pollcy™ averail,

This maans lower interest and mortgage rtes,
lower bank repo rates and larger lssue of long-term
trensury bonds, This terminology wos last used dur-
Ing the global Ananclal and economle cisls of 2007-
0, when China hod unlenshed a stimulues package
of nearly $600 billlon, then seen as nasslve, 1o rescue
the economy, But while the previous stimulus was
malnly focused on Infrastructure investment, the

heads of 10 N,
including the Weorld Bank, the International
Monetary Fund {IMF), the Brics Development Bank,
and the Aslan Development Bank, among others.
At this mesting, Mr Xl drew polinbed attentlon o the
adverse [nternational economic situation, saying
that "with the acceleration of unprecedented ghobal
transformation, the world has entened a new perloed
of turbulence and change and onee agaln come to

A parallel mediaecosystem

her powers to see the future, Phulkl (Zee

Bangla) drenms of being a boxer, Bhabif (from
Ahalli Glear Pe Hadnon And TV) 18 8 funny, small-
town worman. They are among popular chamcters
an shows that alran the 40 channels

T Finayanl (Zoe Telugu) protects her family with

encers. That Mgune has boen growing by double digis
EVErY year.

“An Influencer s someone wha has acoess to an
muchience and the power to affect thelr purchasing
daclslons or oplnlons about upm&lucl.u'r\'k't‘. il

services that Zee Entertalnment operates,

Earller this year, Zee lnunched Dilluencer. The
Inltiatlve tells advertisers that characters ke
Trinwyanl or Phulki are better Influencers than
nome internet celebrity, 1ts plech — these charae-
b have o unbgue connect with aidlences In small-
towns thanks to thelr presence in
homes every night, Marice, Birla
Opus, Finolex, and L'Oreal, imong
athers, agree. Thelr products now
faature In reels with Bhabijl and
athers on Instagram.

Think of Zee ns part of @ clrcle
that houses the malnstream media
with Its professlonally creatid pro-
grammes and flms. In another clrcle \
alt Instagram, YouTube, Faoebaok

and the sea of user-generted videos M EDIASmPE
VANITA KOHLI-KHANDEKAR

featuring everything from cats and
dlogs to ragls,

Dilfluencers sit at the Intersec-
thon af these two clrcles, This col-
i ls ot abouit Difuencers, That b fust one, ran-
dom, example. It 1s about the creation of that Venn
space where mainstream and user-generated con-
tent intersect — and about the speed at which Zee,
JlnStar, Sony or others are abbe to expand it That
will determing the course of the battle betwaen

medin and tech-medla glants, Here's
tha context.

For almost Tour years now, a parallel medla
m:l-ryw.mhlult'm rislng, [t comprises 3.5to0 5 mil-

ar because of the i auithordty,
knowledge, posltion, or relationship with thelr audi-
ence,” deflnes the Advertdsing Standards Councll of
Tndla, Think of Vira| Gheland having funny chits with
b raant In Gujwrat and slipping ina brand into the
conversation, The influenser is the media now,

This "user-generated content™ world I8 one that
is dominated by two of the largest
medin players In the world— the
$306 billion Google and the $135 bil-
lion Meti. This ks true for India too,
Meta with Instagram, WhatsApp
and Fucebook, and YouTube from
Groogle reach nlmost all the 523 mil-
Bken Encdlans browsing online. Indin
has ane of the highest soclal media
penetration in the world (92.6 per
cent), according to o Comscore
repart, Indlans spend about 22
hours a month browsing through
Instagram. YouTube, Facebook and
other apps. OF all the things they
watch, medla and entertalnment
content drives highest engagement at 39 per cent;
Influencer content comes second at 27 per cent.
Engagement —defined by likes, reposts, commaents
wnd shares, not reach — ks the metic that drives
revenues in this world, Google and Meta, which get
over three-fourths of digltal advertising spends,
Increasingly depend on audiences from soclal media
for a large chunk of thelr growth,

Then, there |s the world of malnstream medla,
Televislon reaches 900 million of us in an array of

lon infl T8, two large madia-u

(Googhe nnd Metn) and o bevy of digital ug.cllrl:w In
023, ndvertlsers spent 85,700 crore, or abous 10 per
cent of thelr diglal advertising budget. on influ-

! Fllims populbate every aspect of entertain:
mint from musde wnd TV to stremming wnd theatres,
A Zee or o Star speclalise In professionally created
and curated fllms, shows and seres thas take months

trmdl China has nlrendy halted the export
of rure metals such s galllum to the US, which s
hieavily dependent on China for these metals used
In batterles and computers. na has opened an
Inwvestigation ngainst chip maker Nvidia in aun alleged
antl-trust violatlon, At the same tme, It has con-
veyed lts willingness to significantly Incrense its
Imports of US odl and gas Ina future trade deal.

Chilna ls not only leoking at the Global South as
geopoalitkenl ballast but also Increasingly as o trace
aned Irvestrnent partner, The BRIwill continue to be
an important lever in this respect. Indla will confront
aven more ferce politenl and economic competition
with China i the constituency of devloplng coun-
trles, This re-orlentation of China's strategle direction
should be factored Into our own caleulations.

With respect to the US, Eurepe and Japan, Indla
hs 50 far not been able to take sdvantage of the
shilfts that are tnking place in global supply chalns
and Investmant wwy From Chinn There are
vodoes, especially from our own corporate sector,
g ng that we may galn more from the Impending
shift that China |s making, away from its current
heavy relinnce an the US and western markets, China
Is encouraging such thinking. This ks o complex
Insine mnd requires very caneful examination befose
we are onee agaln faced with a fait accongpli fash-
lomed elsewhera,

TTve i b s o foramer fore(gr secret oy

und years vo write and make, Thelr strength lles in
thelr ahility to keep sudlences coming back every day
with an algorithm (ke Netflkx or SonyLIV does) o
without one {Hke Zee's Unear channels do). To reach
thils steady TV sudience, advertisers pay two-three
Himis the ad rabes they would for stieaniing video,
Many blg streaming apps come from media frms -
Ilsnery+ Hotstar, SonyLIV and ZeeS. for example.

However, nowhere In the world has o media com-
pany bean able to combline the reach of TV with
online video to refrume the conversation. This |s
whare the Vienn dingram comes In. 1t ks about using
o format that the tech glants have used to disrupe
consumption — shors and Influencers — with the
creative chutzpah of malnstream. On Instagram,
WhatsApp, Facebook, and X, the shorts, video or
taxt, generated by professlonals or regular media
firms, do better. Shon clips from Sony's Kapil
Sharma Show, BBC's Graham Novton Show, Shah
Rukh Khan's Jawaan, CHS's The Big Bang Theory
ke large chunk of the audlence scrolling.

Comscore rnks Salman Khan, Sara All Khan and
Ram Charan as the top three "Influencers” on
Instagram, X and Facebook in September 2024 in
Inclin. Across the board, brancds use Influencers ke
o Bhuvan Bam or Kusha Kaplla as the second or
third rung of thelr strategy. The flrst ung | always
o calitrivy thist has bien cranted outside the Internet,
thirouigh malnstrenm medla, Shakel Mohan, a dancer
and TV personallty, Is also an Influencer who plrou-
ettes to display how fexible Pepe jeans are. But it ls
il star Krltl Sanon (Mied, Barellly Ki Barft) whe
HETVES u-nhrhrunl.l‘suluhnanhnmu!ur

DMl Mien e s and sl il
bring the strength of malnstream media — (ts |'|unc
for characters and storles, ts hold over audlences
weross Mg and small-town Indla — into the
Groogle/Meta terttory, The soclal media and influ-
encer boom has so far benefitted only two Arms.
Thenie v sprewd the spalls a ble

Mot o, evardtakah ik

Lifein amigrants’ Eden

BOOK REVIEW

SAURABH SHARMA

Anthropelogleal Perspective” for

thee powrnal Anthiropology Maiters,
Andrew Irving. professor of anthropol-
ogy at the Unlversity of Manch

In his 2004 arvicle tithed “Clthes; An

Chitvan Glll documents and
Investigates in her book Dreaminga
Perreral b Migretions and the Story ol
Bulaa Magiid.

MsGilllsa Delhi-based writer,
flmmaker and documentary
photographier. Inthisbook, she
mitheulously—and often poeteally—
affers hr readers an oral history of
Buland Masjid (oneal 1 'N'l'

Isid |hl) innine
brilelchapeers togethar wllh nrresting
plctures from theanea. Shealsooffers
Inskghts into the personal historkes of
people migrating for velihood.

nuots that o “clty does not exkst Inan
Individual's mind or "out there” s an
objective physbeal lnndscape but as o
collective entity that gathers peopla's
emotions and memories, mies them
with architecture and elicits distinctive
practlees and ways of belng, Or put
anothar way the clty ks mot slmply
archivecture dlone, but a curlous meld-
Ing ol Nesh nnd stone’”
Thesequalitles are precisely what

I
afthe hate tha u-;wlﬂnglhrwunlr;
and tells the untold story of how pr
whowere made tofeel unwelcomestll
endup ghving by y. Shiwrltes,

redefing and reshape paradise on earth
wamodern Incarnatlon, Inonesuch
Edin, Bulnnd Masjld, we hiar the story
of the mn who walked all the wayto

"

Despite W
legltimacy for Buland Mas|ld's residents.
Ms Gill nlso shares the efforts of Hall
Aneesud Din towards halplng people
‘with access thatcan berouted to Bulund
Magfled ariby with the helpola politeal
party, Hajl'sstory from riches Itmu; I8

talde of the capltal, " !
1.5he

studends "l o study In the local
* b

(teans-Yamiina) is percel

remambers what o police offlcer once
salcl: “Mostof Enst Delhl ks full of
crlminals from parts of Uttar Pradesh
whio find refuge here, Totally
crlminal.” Sueh diserminatory

and hostll " ’|i|’|d||0
crenten place they could eventually call
horme." writes Ms Gl En the Prologue
before introcucing Buland Masfid's
principal architect, Allumn Mugsood,
Magsood " ’spnllnlhi' In:wd'r.liuin)'

Insplring, However,
obsarves; | [111-1c|1yhﬂllmwllhnl.orlc-|ul

and ballta home for b hiers.
s Gl notes how peopde In the colany
contimueto evene him, remembering his
"sacrifice” toget basic resources for the
oobomy, Thesemantics ofthls word often
slgnal that a personal nirrtive of
Magsood s strugghes will fallow. Buz Ms
Glll'sattempas tounravel the colony's
hilstory trigger Magsood=—a memory

!

"Expulsion and relventlon ... these

st
rlght from the earliesteples.” The book s
e ppered with these struggles,

“Each drippdng fethd mass bs o new
elty. nn Echen budlt by those who have
endured migrations through hell, Thay

i, el b bisging 1o

ble the othering of
pmplc. Buland Musjbd §s Just asymbol

of

Instruction s Find ), This drapout in liself
Isakind af migratkon, Withthe Natlonal
Commidssbon for Protect lon of Child
Righes call tostop fncding macdrssns, onie
canonly wonderabout thedestinatlonof
thesestucents’ nes migratlon.

But mostofall, by tellingthe story of
this "unllllhurinul" eclany, Ms Gl s

nsking
"Whnt pspict u[pllnnlngﬂln Inwithithe
total collapse of an agrardan econonmy

such people, The el suchothering,
comimon thing DREAMING A PARADISE: Ll
etwaeen these Migratioris and the hai

peaphe bsthat they mlﬂ nd Maslid  peopleof different

bout psinthe

thelr purpose. They (hltwan Gill Buland Masfid, Ms
winted o survive. Publisher: Seagull Gl righaly ot that
Mostsuch stories, Books withinthisspace ol

hewavr, wre that of
maen M Gill doesn't
fallto peknowledge
this She writes,

“Women are bo be seen everywhene, but
1hrlr stories, nareatives, gt uwmh len

fiell et thak what b can't forge
“wlobenee ofwords". Other hardships, it
BITIE, M'rcpnrlu(nw processto bulld
Hmast
whdngnpm upm und bedng asked,
T Mussalnan ho (Areyoun
Mustln ), as e werea besser human,

and sirvival."

Pages: 185
Price: ¥599

equanimizy. “enchls
“the other’, separated
by theripping faal
linwes of belled, culture
thielong festering woundsarhistory, Here,
withinthisseculuredifice ofthe ken of

and urban eco have no
machinery to absorb und support thit
phanomenal fllout® What vision of
Justice can reconcile withthe reality and
degradation of the thousands of Buland
Masjlds neross Indin®™

Forits masterly narration, elogquent
prose, and engaging political discourse,
Decuning a Paradise |8 one. ol thiefinest

':ral

India, l

I1Iul |5 wihy shi Journeys
of Krishna Devi, Naflsa, Shabana, and
Naseeba, Thelrenterprising efforns
aned resilience in the face of ndversity
are cormpelling.

Then, Ms Gl reflects on how the

thu tbscountry.”
Tharecent Incldent of communal
vieence inSambhal inUttar Pradesh s
onieample, Oneothersuch hint isthe
principal of th

Buland Masfid mlllluhuwmwnd

"Mesh ~, i Drving notes, and
nsks exlstential questions that concern
andeonfront each one of us,

Thoe rovdewrr toa Delil-basec queer writer amd
Srevlianiee fonimmaliar. Qi X0 slagrbin
writerty life
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Underweight children
registered in M.Ps

Septic tank workers
belonging to the SC

THEM@®HINDU

The death toll due to
Cyclone Chido in

In lakh, The State

;'\I’I&"II’IW;IL“ centres
gpovernment Informed

5.4 thie legislative Assembly

that at least 5,41 lakh underwalght
children wisre enrolbed at Anganwadi
centres kn Madhya Pradesh this year, with
Dhar district hawving the highest number.
35,950 children were reglstered In Dhar. o

category

In per cent, Aceard ing ta
official data, aver 67% of

sewer and septic tank workers

|S5Wa) I India belong to the Scheduled
Cadtes category. Unlan Minkter of State

Romdas Athawale sald that cut of 54,574
villdated sewer and septic tank waorkers,

37 DB are from the SC category.

Mozambique

AL least 34 people hive been
Kllbedd by Cyclone Chido in

Mozamblgue since it made

Uttar Pradesh
government’s second

Magnitude of the
earthquake recorded

supplementary Budget

in Vanuatu

17,865

Pradesh

Landfall there, thie LN ageEncy
OCHA sald on Tussday, citing figures fram
the southern Afrcan country's disaster
agency, The French island of Mayotte bore
the brunt of the storm. murms

the second
supplem(‘nmw Budget for FY2024-25,
amaunting to $17 865 crore, The Budget
was tabled on the second day of the winter
seaslon of the State Assembly. e

An sarthquake with a 7.3
® magnitude struck just off the

coast of Vanuatu on Tuesday,

enusing widespraad destruction in the
Sauth Pacific lsland as the injured began
arriving at & hospital and unconfirmed
reports of casualties emerged. ar
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The Constitution on minority rights

The preservation of diversity is the rationale behind minority rights in the Indian Constitution. On Minority Rights Day, it is essential to remember Franklin Roosevelt’s

words, ‘no democracy ean long survive which does not accept as fundamental to its very existence the recognition of the rights of minorit

TER & SP1RIT

B Mustal

he debate on minority rights
shiouald be lifed from its
current framewark of
comemunalism versus
secularism and placed in the theoretical
fiekd of democracy and substantive
equality, Recognising the importance of
minority rights, the UN General Assembly
adopted a declaration on the 'Rights of
Persons Belonging to National, or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistie Minorities” on
December 18, 1992, This date §s celebrated
s Minority Rights Day all ever the worldl.
Minority rights are essentlal in a
demoeratic polity because as Franklin
Roosevelt reminds us "no democricy can
bongg survive which does not accept as
fundamental to its very existence the
recognition of the rights of minorie

Orlgin of minority rights
Article 19 of the Austrian Constitutbonal
Law (1867 acknowledged that ethnde
minorities have an absolute right o
andl develop their nationality
i lar provisions were
Found in Hungary s Act XLIV of 1868, and
in the Constitution of the Swiss
Confederation of 1874, which gramted the
thiree languages of the eountry ecqual
rlghits in elvil services, leglslation and in
courts, The provisions of the peace
treaties after the First World War, focused
particularly on the status of minorites,
Minority protections were codified in the
five treaties negotiabed between the allied
and assockated powers on the one hand,
aned Poland, Caechoslovakia, Romania,
Greeee and Yugoskivia on the other.
Spectal provisions fer minorities were
Incorporated in the peace treathes with
Austria, Bulgarka, Humgary and Turkey,
while Albania, Finland and Irag declared
that they would protect their minorities.
Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights gives every individual a
right to community - that ks the right to
enjoy their own culture and to participate
incultural forums, associations ete,

Debate in the Constituent Assembly
The framers of the Constiution showed
profound sensitivity o the needs of
minorities, Pandit G.B. Pant, moving the
resolution to set up an Advisory
Committee on Fundamental btlnl:l:i and
the Rights of Minorities, explicidy stated
that the "satisfactory solutkon of questions
pertidning o minorities will ensure the
health, vitality and strength of the free
State of India... now it s necessary that a
mew chapter should start and we almuld
all realise our responsibi
minorities are fully satis we
ke PrOgress; we cannot even
peace in an undisturbed manner
committee headed by

Patel examined th

undnrlyinﬁ <|ruunmu in these Artic Im is
that individualistic universal rights are not
of musch use in a heterogeneous country
such s Incli, and that one needs w have
chiscussions on the basis of
multiculturalism, ditference, and the
rights of minorities that mark
contemporary political theory.,

Rationale behind minority rights
The preservation of diversity bs the
rutionale behind minority rights in the

1 Constitution. In fact,
ndividualistic rights under Articles M-8
Cequality), 19 (free speech) and 25
(freedom of religion) are not enough for

X »
K

the conservation of language, script or
culture which comes under Article 29,
Ome may not be individually unjustly
treated but it hurts if the group to which
omie belongs i subjected o ridicule or
denied any valwe, This also undermines
an individual’s right to dignity, An
Individual's righi to cubiure holds Hetle
camnce, unless the
persan isa

form, It requires not only the presence of
agroug that shares a commaon culture but
aconduchve envirsnment in which such
cultures ean Aourish, Thus, under Article
0 both religious and lngulstle minorities
are allowed to establish and adminisier
Institutions of thelr chodoe so that such a
space Is created in these instioathons,
Recently, o seven judge Bench in
Aligarh Muslim Unfversity (2024) in
unequivecal terms described Article 50 as
u 'facet ::I{ ety and
ion', A nine judpe Bench
lege Soctety (1974) too
at “the whole object of
ferring the right on minorites under
at there will be
equality between the majority and the
minority, If the minorities do not have
such special pratection, they will be
denied equality.” In Keshawmnanda
Bharati (1973, rights under Article 30
were held o be part of the basie strueture
which even Parliament eannot change
through o constitutional amendment.

What are minority rights?
Iterestingly, though the term *minority’
has been used in Four places in the
Constitution no definition of the term
‘minarity’ has been given. The Supreme
sonsistently held that
are te be defined ot the level of
nee Hindus are o religlous
minority Kashmir and in the
northeastern § they oo are entltled
tominority rights. There are hundreds of
Hindu minority instioutions in India,
Article 2001 lays down that “any section
of the citizens residing in the territory of
Indlia or any part thereof having a distinct

Matlen for adl: & woman holds up a paster during a pratest agalrst the CAA durlng Republic Day at Shaheen Bagl

langguage script or culture of its own shall
have the right o conserve the same’. This
provision signifies two vital dimensbons,
First, it concedes that different groups do
have ditferent cultures and that all peopbe
muy not hive just one eulture. Since these
linguilstie and relighous cultures are
valuable for thelr members, they need o
e ghen explich rights to conserve thelr
amym eulture especially since such

im a majoritarian society, Secondly, the
right to culture is an individualistic right,
that i, individuals have been given the
right tes preserve their distinetive euloare,

Article 30 guarantees that all religious
and Hagulsthe miner shull have the
right to establish and administer
educational institutions of “thelr chole
I the re Kevala Education Bl (1957), the
Supreme Court sabd that the dominant
word in Artiche 30 is “choice” and
minorities can expand their cholce as
mich as they want. The court also said
that the term “educational institution’
includes universities. The courts have also
been conslstent in extending protection
under Artbele 30 to pre-Constiution
institutions in cases like S.K. Patro (1969),
St Stephens (19920 and Azees Basha (1967).
In thee latest judgment of Aligarh Mislim
Urtiversity (2024), the majority has held
that even an institution of national
importane claim minority character.

Addditbomally, Article 350 A provides for
Instruction in the primary stages of

cation in the mother tongue, and
3 it ofa

minorities,
Their rel Ihnuu based personal lws have
alser been constitutionally protected, for
example, the customary laow of Nagas,
There is no religious qualification
artaehed to the holding of high
constitutional positions, There ks alse o
Natboral Commission for Minorities and a
1 G Ission For Minority
Education ttuthons to deal
problems of minorities.

1 the

Defining a minority
The 11 judge Bench in the TMA Pai
Foundation (2002) case had left

Jn Nw\. Diebhl In 2030, sussiL Kuss visas,

unanswered the question of the indicla of

minarity institutions, Former Chief Justice

0¥, Chandrachud ina historic
Judgment in the Aligarh Muslim University
(20024) case has now lakd down the

satirgly, en the lssue of indicla
there was broad agreement amongst the
seven judges. They all preferved holistle,
browd and flexible yardsticks such as
fon ~ looking at the genesis o
iddeation or brain behind the id
Mareover, the person taking the initiative
must belorgg to the minority community.,
His imtent miust be to found an institution
‘predominantly for the minority
community’ and other factors to be
considered would be the collection of
funds, gerting land, construction of
builclings and government
I8 not necess i
must be vested within the minorities
welves, Right to administer s the
consegquence of ishment.
Though there is no right to get
governmental aid, Artiele 3002) explicitly
says that the State c g
nst a minerity kn
granting aid, In the re Kerala Education
Bl (1957 case, Chief Justice SR, Das held
that the State cannaot impose such
‘omerous” conclitions either in granting aid
ar in giving affiliation o minority
institutions that require surrendering the
minarity charaeter of thelr institutions.
Furthermore, the Supreme Court has
consistently mal o that minorites
hivve no right to maladminister their
institutions, and that the government can
come up with reasonable regulations o
I||<Ia|u|:|\m|x sifeguards against

wl to ensune
“excellenee of the institutions.” In St
Xaviers (1974), the top court explicitly
observed that "under the gulse of
stve right of management, minorities
cannot decline to follow the general
pattern, [n Fact, they miy be compelled o
keep in step with others,”

Faizan Must u i a comstitaitional law
expert and Vice-Chancellor of Clanakya
Netional Law University, Pama,

THE GI

-

Fecognising the importance of
minarity rights, the UN General
Assembly adopted o
deeclaration o the ‘Rights of
Persond Belonging to Natknal,
ar Ethnic, Rellglous and
Linguistic Minceities' on
December 16, 1052,

-

Artiche 29(11 lays down that
“anvy section of the citizers
reslding In the terdtary of India
ar any part thereol having &
distinet language seript ar
culture of (s awr shall have
thit right te consene the same’,

v

it may nat b Individually
unjustly treated but it hurts IF
thit group ta which ane
belangs I subjected to ridicule
ar dended any value, This abio
ungermines an individual's
right to dignity.

L
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Fully secure: EVMs and YWPATs kept in a storage room ahead of the vobe counting for

tians, at a polling counting centre, in Akola an Novernber 23 ani

Are Congress’s EVM allegations a legitimate
concern or a strategic diversion?

wrtant to note that the trust in Electronic Voting Machines has remained relatively steady over the

st five years. In 2019, the then NES study

indicated that over half the voters placed high trust in the machines, with nearly a quarter expressing moderate truse

Devesh Kumar

Trustin the machine

Y |f:um d to bic apinlon—the corner fany
fleet susch el how much people trust EVMe
provides crucial insights i i ic rights are comps

fter the Maharashtra
elections, the echoes of alleged
Electronic Voting Machine

{EVM) manipulation has once
again reverberated through political
spaces, particularly from the Congress
party and its allies. This narrative of

doubt had begun soon after Congress’s S ' 3
unexpected loss in Haryana, bringing the Some trust* | =
EVMs under scrutiny. Mot much |

The Congress president MdJIlkar]un Mo trust at all** i1
Kharge's strong demand to Nate: Th i —
ballot papers by replacing the EVM

highlightts a recurring scepticism about
the established electoral process. While
such comcerns warrant attention, it is
equally vital to evaluate the degree of
public trust in EVMs and probe why such
claims persistently surface.

Public confidence in EVMs
IFEVMs were indeed vulnerable to
manipulation, public opinion - the
comerstone of any democracy - would
reflect such apprehensions.
Understanding how much people trust
EVMs provides crucial insights into
whether voters feel their democratic
rights are compromised. The National
Election Study (NES) conducted by the
Lokniti-CSDS earlier this year sheds light
on this issue. Ina survey across 21 States,
the study revealed that a significant
majority of voters expressed confidence
in EVMs. Nearly one-third (31%) reported
trusting the machines “a lot,” while
another two-fifths (43%) said they
“somewhat” trusted them. This
cumulative trust — approximately
three-quarters of voters — indicates a
strong vote of confidence in the EVM
technology.

However, distrust lingers among a
notable minority. Around one fifth (7%)

Table 2: Most distrusting social groups

Muslirs Uman
Overall

OVERALL

of respondents stated they did not trust

This scepticism was particularly
pronounced among urban voters (19%),
individuals with college degrees (18%),
and marginalised groups such as Dalits
(19%) and Muslims (23%). Furthermore,
distrust peaked in some States as
compared to others. This scepticism was
ohserved the highest in Tamil Nadu
(30%), Rajasthan (24%), and Uttar

confidence-buildi

Tabibe 1: Over two-thirds indicated trust in EVMs In the last two Lok Sabha elections (2024 & 2019)

“Used a3 soume (st in 2024
2019

- =nul

Dalits College  Tamil
Eoabove Nadu Rajasthan

EVMs at all, a figure that merits attention.

Pradesh (23%). These findings indicate the
need for a focused electoral outreach, and

**Lsed os Mo trust at allin
2024 and nat ot all in 2019
Nertionai alection study

® rgress.
Congress  allies

STATES VOTED FOR

DISTRUSTING THE EVMS (2024) {%]

Election Commission of India.

It is also important to note that the
trust in EVMs has remained relatively
steady over the past five years. In 2019,
the then NES study indicated that over
half the voters placed high trust in the
machines, with nearly a quarter
expressing moderate trust. While these
proportions remain largely consistent in
2024, the share of those who distrust
EVMs has risen slightly, from 14% in 2019
o I7% in 2024, This shift coincides with
Congress's sustained narrative

by the

EVMs, which seems to

resonete among its voter base. Among
those expressing distrust, nearly
one-third voted for Congress (35%) and
another onefifth (19%) voted for its allies
(Table 1 & 2). This pattern suggests that
EVM scepticism has become a political
tool — a strategic plank for Opposition
parties rather than a pressing concern for
the Election Commission of India to

resol

Broader implications

While Congress is entitled to question its
electoral sethacks, as the principal
Opposition party, it bears a greater
responsibility to present credible
alternatives to voters, Relying on
EVM-related conspiracy theories asa
“primary” critique of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party not only undermines the
integrity of democratic institutions but
risks alienating voters seeking substantive
changes in their lives and policy solutions.
For instance, alleging that the BJP
“allowed™ the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) to win in Jharkhand reflects a
narrative that can not only be implausible
but is also mean-spirited.

Instead of fixating on claims that have
not yet been verified by the Election
Commission of India, Congress must
confront a larger question. Is the party
genuinely offering a compelling vision for
India, or is it merely evading the need for
introspection by blaming its defeats on
external factors? To make a strong
comeback the party must craft a
distinctive agenda capable of countering
the BJs ideological narrative that runs at
a mega scale. Resorting to allegations of
EVM manipulation without real time,
werifiable evidence risks eroding public
confidence in India’s electoral process.

Devesh Kumar is a researcher with
Lokniti-CSDS. Sanjay Kumar is a professor
with CSD8 and a political commentator.
Views expressed are personal.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

¥
Please send in your answers ta
dailyguiz@thehindisca.in

A quiz on the various events that happened on this day throughout history

Sindhu Nagaraj

(9

QUESTION 1

On this day in 1865, by praclamation of the
L5, Secretary of State, the

amendment to the Constitution, outlawing
slavery, officially entered into foree, having
bean ratified by the requisite States an
December 6. Fill in the blank.

[
QUESTION 2
This Swiss-borm German artist was bam on
this day in 1879 His highly individual style
was Infleenced by mavements in art that
included expressionism, cubism, and
surrealism. He was a natural draftsman
wha experimented with and eventually
deeply explored calour theary, writing
abeut it extensively. Identify the artise.
(9
QUESTION 3
An Important milestone became a part of

cM

K

thee L5, history an this day, invalving
President-elect Donald Trurmp. What was it?
(%

QUESTION &4

This TV special, an adaptation of Or. Seuss's
classic ehildren's beok, aired for the first
time on this day, in 1996, and became a
haliday staple. Name the special.

(%

QUESTION 5

Twa Hollywood celebrities, who, although
have never worked together in the same
film, were bam on this day, one in 1963 and
thee other in 1946, If the farmer is knawn for
his partrayal of uncorventional characters,
the latter enjoyed great commercial success
with mavtes Jows and Schindler's List.
Hame them.

(9

QUESTION &
A British guitarist of the rock band the
Rolling Stomes was bom on this day. Mame

[

Visual question:

Identify this Czech writer and later, President, wha
him. dled on this day in 2011,

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dadly quiz: 1. The anly major American sport team
that & community-owned. Ans: Green Bay
packers

2. The club playing in English league Two that was
founded in 2002 by supporters of anather club.
Ans; AFC Wimbledon

3. This country legally requires teams to give
“50%+ 1" voting rights to its fans in order to
compete in top domestic leagues. Ans: Germany
4. Mamse the only fan-swned professional feotball
club currently existing in India. Ans: Travancore
FC

5. Mame the four Spanish first division clubs that
hawe resisted lagal restructuring remalning undes
the contrel of its fans or socios. Ans: Real Madrld
FC, FC Barcelona, Athletic Bilbao, and CA
Osasuna

Wisual: Fans of this community-owned English club
displayed this banner. Ans: FC United of
Manchester

Early Blrds: KN, Viswanathan| Parimal Das| Anun
Kumar Singh| Mohan Lal Patel| Tito Shiladitya

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
5. Upendran

“How was the party last night?”

"We had a good time till Suresh started
throwing bones into the bonfire.”

"Why did he do that?”

“"He said he wanted to make a
‘bonefire’ ™

"A bonefire! How interesting! Do you
know that the word *bonfire’ was
originally *bonefire’?”

"Really? Why would anyone want to
throw bones into a fire?”

“I'll tell you. The first syllable of
‘bonefire’ is actually from the middle
English word ‘bane’ meaning ‘bone™”

"KL Eut it still doesn’t answer my

st

"Patience! Patience!! You see, during
the middle ages, the plague used to occur
regularly in Europe.”

“The plague? You mean the disease
that killed hundreds of people”

"Not hundreds, but thousands and
thousands of people. In order to prevent
the disease from spreading, what people
used to do was to throw the dead bodies
into a fire”

"You mean they used to burn them?”

“Exactly. Big fires were made and the
bodies were thrown into them. And these
fires were called “bonefires' ™

"How terrible! So to begin with, the
waord ‘honfire’ was not associated with
anything pleasant.”

"Defnitely not. And it was to forget this
unpleasant association with the word that
over the years it was slowly changed from
*bonefire’ to *bonfire’. Now *bonfire’
means “a large fire made outdoors for
burning rubbish or as a celebration.”

"Thank goodness for that. No one can
refute that sitting around a bonfire is an
enjoyable experience these days.”

"Refute? You mean ‘deny’, don't you?™

“Is there a difference between the
twn?”

“There most certainly is. When you
“deny’ something, all that you're doing is
asserting that what has been said is not
true. For example, | can accuse you of
stealing my watch. If you deny it, you
waonld merely be making a statement that
you didn't steal it

"So il wonild be my word against

rs."

“Exactly. But if on the other hand, vou
refute it, you provide evidence to
disprove what I have said. Your evidence
will prove that my accusation is false and
groundless”

"1 see. S0 you cannot use the word
“refute’ without any evidence. You've
made the distinction between the two
words very clear. [ can’t deny that!”

“Thank you very much”

Published in The Hindu on june 7, 1994,

Word of the day

Vocational:

af ar relating to a vocation or sccupation;
especially providing or undergoing training in
special skills

SYNONYMS: career, calling

Usage: A key port of aur campaign was
o emphasize the importance of vooational
education.

Pronunciation:
newsth.livefvocationalpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jaukesjan.alf

For feedback and suggestions for
Test & Context, please write to
lettersi@the hindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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India, Sri Lanka head to
a win-win relationship

11 the signs are pointing o the pessibility of o major win for India's foreig
policy as the meeting between Sri Lankan President Anura Kumars

Disnnay

e wirnth b be seen i 1)

ke and Prime Mindater Mavendsn Modi went off swimmingly, nu

aim 1hL- rancaur of the day

chously andl. 1o campersate, walked imto o Chinese s beace willing
i

§ when Srl Lankan leadees viewsd ndin suspl
Ly, there was gea-
mew President who choae to make his fest favelgn rip

to New Delhi eather than Hedjing.
From the bitter experience of the time of crisis pest-Covid when the econony

tanleed, Sri Lanka haid Imn mmm crum.;nn which

It emabenced in Inmlllwmm

pletely e |
Jeal

it e, “The island nation may have Inmmh::m it nuen end 18 though the real-

Asavthon muy have come i the fore of a harsh lesson,
The awlvel away from Ching and a new directban in restoring old elvilsational tes

with I in mny have come pot anly because of the
penuinenes of Indin's outreach in lts neag

et the 35 billion-plus ald to

i b b b g Dot il el e e
bourhood first forelg policy, not o for
over the melidewn in what was the worat fnancial erl-

s i the |slanc's modern hi uwri;.
Mr Dissanayaloe's assurance that be would nat allow Sri Lanka’s terriiory to be
usedd agningt Indin in any way affecting its seeurity comes a8 nwm&mﬁc (] lmlhm

India's mle

dom-dmmmodtll
towards
Immhnlm

partnerships Is a
of the

aspect
‘ﬁl k=Io'|gl all

s uing In

ooi:nmmuof

Global South

s frais o tie when the Rajap Ieted with
China ardd were Jed up the debd trap garden pmhnml
Ing in the island signing away the rights to the
Hambantota poct, Chinese naval vessels that were
Teang allowed free socess 10 148 perts for pit stops while
nlnhrlrlmrlnumlnlmuwmmlhmmnummch e
aige

nnmldmu China's canoemie heft despite tv ter
nal prablems |t Baces now, its influence with Se1 Lanka
will not fade away. India's position visa-vis Sl Lanka
s, however, been cleared of the old baggnge, ndin
may not be able to compete with Ching in terms of
the alfering funds bat o r of promising pacts in

fernoe Imldmaub'm thint will be furtheved by s

thements in fhe twe national eurllw'lnn mlm and

T PREFER ONE POLL.
VOTERY ARE VERY CLEVER.
THECE DAYQ. WE CAN'T FooL
THEM INEVERY ELEATION

Centralising India amidst
imperatives of coalitions

ulndlrtln 1d amm{m]ﬁﬂulﬂhml y — will be key

1 p ey aspect of the diplomate Iln!lln.ll:\ﬂt Iﬁpulwlnum nllmmlm of the f‘lnlsal

outh, The readiness with which it

o (inalise an Mol an debt restrac-

| II'ut Iu alsa part of 0 measured investment in cmn:l.m, winewin airustbons for both
A m klnﬁ:ﬂlm i thes will v the Taemdl Nadu fishermen's prablams in thelr
03

e

farays nt
hnds of thelr n
fuulfi] the asparations of the Sri L

It was no pne's expectation that Ind

nd using bottom-rawling fsh catching methods aff mecha
amproved outloak af averall lm conahd, how-
table autoames, A totil of 557 Nahermen were arreted this

o the pmhlnm In more extensive talks with Sri

salved in th meeting of the leaders, The i
ever, i 1o mare
I\ml alome, A diploaat

Lankan waters In search af a better eatch and their trestment af the
vy, The bsue was hmlq.l:rlupulnm. with the need for Sed Lanka to

lan flsherenen poach ing in Sei laulul: Wit

nked boats woukl be

ot
Lanka might help Nnu Dedhi show it appreclates the Chennal point of view,

Time to focus on service sector

:he[‘lrrlllnm avier kn

il '8 Bervice pxports o
INwm:Mr A2, eoardi

e
to the compmerce minlstry's trade datn. After sus-

Anbrsed growth beginning fom Febroary 2004, servics exparts stood ot £57.6 bil
T ard merchandlse exports at 82,1 billion in Nove ber 24

While Indin s known (o export move services than it b
orts remained a few bill

the value of merchandise ex)

l‘mn: other countries,
ns mare than service

cxports, reflecting the country's strengths, Howeves, the gap between merchandise

anil servies hns begun to
In Mevember, the growth in merchindise ex)
deaatie fll b exports of lron ore (30 per cent

TArrower sinoe August,
ris contracted mudnly because of a
ol pals (81

per cent), petroleum

products (50 per cent), geans and jewelleey (28 per centy, mica and other mines (10

per cent),
However, out of the tap six mull I.hulmu Im'xpnm namely engineering goods,

petreleum products, w’unr and il
tieals, and organic and rnnmn:']:tuunlculn four

1k gonds, drugs and phirmaoe:
Tawe posted posithve growth indi-
canting eoavtinued induserial growth in the country,

As most af the sectors that witnessad a contraction represent prin

RRCLOeR, it

hLL;uuulu nmenlnq'nl‘lhn ol markoet 'lhnh;mrm mnnmnhm i remmnln cauthois
which

Ingmnntln

pr severil years, the povernment has been keen on pushi

¥ sector in the cony

the Male in bndla

v.ianune by giving subsidies to manuficturing sectors, However, it did not
t i any magsive growth i the country's manufncturing capacities.

Thie government should, thevelore, think of supporting ¢
take 14 10 the next level. When nne}
he nggregate value

L, services — io
Aervioes, software services outstrips o

thie country's strength
at the top flve exported
af the next four sectars,

viz,, business services, travel, ransporiation and financial servioes,

The financial services sector his an immense untapped potential, which the gov-
ernment should encourage by bringing in required reforms in education to allow
Indinn commerce and business gracdustes to recreate the magle that IT profession.

als have created for the country.
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Things to consider
if you're planning
to go to Goa: It's
not for everyone...

K. Senmnn

——
o Natbanal Varuih Corvw, 219 vea Dyal Lipsdguy Marg, New Edhi. 110092, [Psans

nal o
ol o e ol Yo o 210 i s Mo, Mo

5 0113,
B 3 bt oems 0 York e, Liwdon, SH1 )

lcal PRty knew wis gobng
oy gl
- by !l,lnwlnlntlmm
Parflament can st0p  siutes and win simificant
the Modi seats in the 48 byelectons,
armed its new llmumm u ||n :: enuv-l;
panaible actions

and In this context a%luwmr. Rahul Gandhi's
Irrelevant mandate obssaion over s alleged
Hm MIIIMMI 'm:ld Dons Lmhwﬁm :L\ie hbiamnl

roap an renlra
B, U SIS pesung e lonone 1 i e Ly
nexorable ad- tor 1 Sk ard in sibility it )
vanee  tawards Lmanhtlah wnderper Nation-One Election in leadlng the INDIA
centrealisation of fhl'mlnr.nndl.! bl 10 ALl Tdoc and athening the
peecutive power,  tain the momentum the opposition against the BIP,
programiees and electhon  INDLA IaIMEt chiedd up - w the INIMA Bloc's whmnsrhm ghonal jur-
schedules. refleciod by the  ing the Lok Sabha election. tles need blfocals or pro-

Mavendra Modl 0.4 'Tumn
ment’s rush 1o get
thve approval for lho “One
NathanOne Election” blue-
E{Im appears Lmpossible,
Lk am bt wdght brs e gl
leds of the antl-BIP “MIV
sltlon and a seattering of
volces, mostly  muffled,
within the ruling NDA, the
}u pasied b 1l|umnndmu:he
Constitution will be &
proved by o tame I'rlrlla-
mment that has learnt o sub-
it to the will of the execu-
tive in the persom of the
Prime Minister, who cla-
Ims i cannection o
Lath l-ud and to the Hindu
mapority, bypassing the
dlversity of rellgicus mino-
vities, especially Muslims,
ni]- uslng the BlP-led
iyt coalition in the
recent Maharashira elec-
than and the party’s third-
term win i Haryana, the
dodi  povernment  has
effectively overcome the
nurnbers deficit of the Lok
Sabha 2020 election, The
fwct that the BJP doesn't
live & mlu‘w by oy il oW
ntl\nnss therefore
doesn't hwo e mandate
to bring in o paradign-
shifting constitational beg-
lalation ke the  One
MNation-One Election pro-
pased Wil 18 a phace of berel-
evanl uilibding
n this cnmm:: tht
Mwmltu Eaner, 1A
cult to refuse o I.n lead
the antl-HJP INDIA bloe,
which I I considerabli
dlsarvay I8, for now, a
loser's gambit: as a belter
later than never move. The
mwﬂmlh:lwl of the INDLA
pertormance
v the 224 Lok Saliha
ulnmlnn. in which it wan
290 meats versus the 240
seats won by the BIP and
the NDA's 20 seats of the
total 541 seats les with the
Congresa, It fabled m
ably in Haryana, snaiching

The point that the Con-
greas amd MDA bloc
ahould have acted on was
the wide gap between the
Congress’ tally and the
B it dlddn't and nedther
il the INDIA bloe, prefer-
ring to squabble over seat-
sharing, nstead of realls-
Ing that its hold on voter
imagination and support
Wiki LTIl Dl

Ad the Prime Miniater
claims, his “Ek Haln to
Sadi Haln" mantra resonat-
ed with Maharashtra's vot-
m l.wlru.] him the plansi-

‘lﬂhm o just slx
mciitls em Iw Hir ad the
BIF's  social

I
activists, as well as those of
the RSS and the wider
Sangh Parivar, have been
hurd at work covering up
the BIP's fallures in Jlar-
Khand and JEK Assembly
polls, by pointing out that
the BJF Jws won in

Maharnshtra and in
byelections ln 4B Arsembly
sty whene i won 2,

Votes confldence in &
squabbling coalitlon s
vever high the aceeptabili
ty o which winnability |s
dependent of the parties of
the coalition squabbling
Al tends 1o drop, Them
wins L [t that s o vesult
of the  BIP-enginecred
aplits, the Sharad Pawar-
founded NCEF and the Shiv
Sena  led by Uddhay
Thackeray were limplng,
By mdding the incompre-
henslbde  forus by the
Congress on the  Adani
Ciroup's alleged misdoings,
aided and abetied by the
Narendra Modi govern-
meat, the INDLA bloc and
the Maha Vikas Aghadls
cradibility as an alterna-
tive weve unappealing,

Tha to come hack
agai arel agab to why the
loases In Haryana aned
Maharashtra were damg:

elfectiveness in Parlinnent
anil I natbonal politics ls
DNECERRAFY, NEVEX TOre &)
than now when the Modi
government, armed with a
mandate from the ebection
vesslts [ thess two states,

{;. to changs the
Eﬂ steucture of Indin's

palitics,

The One  NationOne
Election I8 an unequivecal
diselnratbon of the suprerms-
oy ol thi execitive over thie
leggkslature, where the judi-

chary can go take a walk, It
B o reor “1‘. that cem-
ents o hierarchy between

the Centre and the states,
uiperd ing the uniquel
ernl structure that the
Constliutbon established,
The Ome Nation-One Elec-
tlon arrangement will po-
oritiae the schedule for
elections determined by
thse Contre over that of the
states. The deaft proposal
sabd as ¢ working
out what would happen to
wlecied state governments
that were midway through
Uitk Fhvesyear oo as and
when the next Lok Sabha
election was called, 1t lald
dewen dedalls of what would
I\uppc'n ahould an elected

gresaives to see clearly
where India's politica 18
Tweaded, the Intractably my-
opbe view of most reglanal
rtles, ineluding Marmata
Lanermnmmm Trinamul
Congress, 18 alse responsi-
ble for the rr:umphan:
gress af the subverslon

al the basle structure of the
Inulan Staie as established
the Constitutlon in
which the executlve, the
eglalature and the judicla-
vy saintain & balance and
heoep each other in check,
an the ane hand, and the
constituent states of the
Unson have the freedom to
conduct thew politles on
ihelr own terms and ns per
thelr schedules, so long as
whatever they do s per-

miasible  under  the
Canstitution,
There w Y e

LETTERS

BRISBANE CAVEAT

The repeated failures of
mainstays like Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli
are a big cause for
worry for Team India
which is touring Down
Under. India could man-
age to avold follow-on
in the Brisbane Test
against Australia due to
the efforts of K.L. Rahul,
Ravindra Jadeja and the
tailenders, Akash Deep
and Jasprit Bumrah.
Rohit's Test scores have
been very disappointing
in the recent matches.
Seniors like Rohit and
Kohli should deliver in
future matches.

S, Sankaranarayanan

Chennai

SIGN OF CHANGE?

IRAN'S  NATIOMAL  Security
Couneil has put the brakes on imple-
menting the hlfhl{J contentions
“hijab and chust ' that was
alated to take effect last Friday, This
By s comes amidat escalat-

ing domestle and internationsl
backlasl agalnar the law which pro-
posed stricter penalties for women
and glrls who fail to fully cover thely
i, forearms, or lower legs, includ-
g fives, lomger prison sentences of
up 1o lnnwlmrnl. and mandatory

Y

L]

fuadem abowt the natire of
e Inadian State that the
BJP wanted, its pelitical
DINA drives it towards cen-
tralisatbon and hlerarchy
and laying down the luw
which the most insignifi-
cant of pracharaks and
learyakartas function. Ar-

w:th this mludm

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

EVMS ARE ALRIGHT

WE FULLY endorse the views of
Trinamul Congreas leader
Abhishek Banerjee that those rals
Ing questions on electronic voting

1t specified that
ections o bet the
people declide would ot be
allewed nder the One
Nation-One Election
template,
There |8 no way that the
INDHA Iloc in Parlinment
can stop the BIF and the
Madl government, armed
with its new and n this
context lreelevant mandate
fram the Maharashtra and
Haryana state elections,
from passing the bill on
One Mation-One Electlon,
The Congress falled 1o
anticipate that it reeded to
the conlitlon and cre-

ate the pressure necssary
to atall for time over this
legkslation that every polit-

lose 18
maJm “T

i should give a demonstra-

leglslation 1s the nrwhm
outcome. With a vate share
of 38,7 per cent for the
ININA bloc against the 4.6
- oent vate share of the
DA, the collective of bead-
ars al the opposition have a
duty to voters o represent
thekr aspirations and their
Interests. By succumibing
10 thie coumberpresaure
the BIP and falling to flght
mk. the INDIA bloc has
enabled the Modi govern-
ment 1o centralise power
and turn the structurs of
representative democracy
upsiie down,

Shikha Mukerjee is 1
senlor journalist hased in
Folkatn

thon of any discrepancy to the
Election Commission. To be frank,
the views of Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar Abdullah are
also not credible for the same roa-
sons, lronically, excepting the
Congresa Party lenders, none of the
INDIA alliance partners have any
grievance with KVMa. Incidentally,
even the Congress Party had 1o
grlevances  In the atates  of
Karnataka and Telangana where
they won mm incingly, Similar is
the case with DMK which won
their Assembly elections and sven
the general election with thumpll:s'
nln rins, Henee the complaints o
“ongress leaders against EYMs
uro nothing but a demonstration of
childish petulance and are flimsy,

n
Chennal

oliday in Gaa, conald-
mmt Illlﬂ. roperty or business,
t lothen Late? Goa may not be
= It 18 definitely not for everyone,
The atate on lmia.'n west coast Iv[l  former
arl

Maost recently, thare have beer ¢ abaut the

Teas affiected bocal people and the overadl envivon-
have different and o CONCTATIA ~—
Lscale entrepreneurs w a enefit from
slgnificant ts who see

o lmmluwmhbmh&mthmawndcui
nas and increasing Investments nmhaaw
dombnantly from urban areas, who o
I‘li‘ldn deman for second homes
al

I the number af forelgn viskons, mainly fram
%u.wwm bmlw al the
buh-nt‘rmm u mmﬁm

campetition
hwﬂ\ nu?uwem“m
b — guieh a8 Thatland amd Sri

3

v e el

hetter fcilithes.

After lhmslrlndlan annexatian nrmﬁnn. the
R R i e s o e
Pt ehocaing Goa s thelr peimary oF second hemme,
and vences,

ating and implementing pollcies of land use, plan-

ning, and community mol\'mnt in taurism

develogment and development i general, The

Increase in the tourism and huldlni Industry in

Goa s now mhmnﬂr“wwmh ‘l‘rwsl hia
bl tnairdsts b

and seek new adventures. The mh‘aa!ruc!um
required to cater o tourists often violstes Lawa and
destrays the environment.
their own policies and

thess ot
regulations to cater to
fourists in retuen for hm‘armmm Wihile upsed
by the unsustrinable developments, local people
kmmhalrlhvel:lhm depend on

thas mmim sminars,
lealth retreats, Curvently, it s al
destination wedding venue.
The permanent resitents af Gea are divided in
thelr resparsses to the influx of mass tourists, which

toriim and have
e mdtabab‘lavﬂ\ladiu planning.

The policles are haphizard wnd piecemenl, Goa's
ministries and departments function in their wa
and with thelr vested interests, resulting in

z::ﬂmnt at o high cost, Corruption is rampant

pite lumlupmuu the environment, and almose
anything can be had for o . [More than before,
Inrpe bl ndvertising Juxury

homes are prominently displayed along th
Emem carmesting North and Soath Goa,
i vhhwaoawumlm Landing at th

4

e
alrpast, h the rice flelds,
cocanut palems, and ohserving a lack uumrelrﬁ
activity, | was enchanted by the siute, [t reminded

mt of my chi e wnel 136 in vl West
W—wummum ,

living n the Mational Capital Heglon ares
nrlhwmurym my husband and | ave moving

W pull factar is cleaner air, & slo
Iifestyle, o manageable cost of lving, good food, les
COnerede, A community we want mhenmd'.w
febemads wh haive pelocsted aver the last decade, The

I fsctor 18 the pollution and congestion in the
3 NCH ares.
Lo rod, (ERMNE ACLL, OB e
roups, [ A,
le, and those want MI ina m
e o own 4 plece of land and property, have
been atteacted i and mo . All migrants

work in daily Inbour and are sk
eleciricians, and budlders from the nelghbouring
atntes of K i

probably T ﬁml raphy
will change, and theve will be housing pro-
Jects, loxury villas, cos dxm?
ment, and degradation of the enviranment, Civil
apciety mov have highlighed
the 1% [0 present ments in
Gon. 8t cannot combat the muscle of com-
meretal irerests und Bull-in systonie coeruptian,

The high season has started in Gos, al\d
Christenas is apgroaching, The shacks, homesta;
ard hatels are reportedly doing well, with plenty al'
fouerits, The beach, the ocean, the palm tree, the
Tocal mandmmmmfamsﬂmmmﬂm.
‘There is much that 18 right with Goa, but there are
also same challenges, However, I yoo canrot acospt
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Wealth tax: A bad idea

More revenue is needed for health and education,
but Piketty's recommendation is problematic

HIS IS HOT the first time Thomas Piketty has argued for a tax

on wealth rather than on just income. He has, over the years,

written on how inequality would only worsen and not only in

theworld’s poorer nations. A research paper put out earlier this
year by Piketty and three other economists estimated that inequality in
India started rising in the early 1980s and has skyrocketed since the early
2000s. They found that between 2014-15 and 2022-23, the rise of top-
end inequality had been particulardy pronounced in terms of wealth con-
centration. By 2022-23, the richest 1% of the population, or about 9.2
million people, owned 40% of the country's wealth and 22.5% of the
income, their highest historical levels. The growth, the paper said, came
mainly at the expense of the middle class, Moreover, India's income
inequality was among the very highest in the world, behind only Peru,
Yemen and a few other small countries.

In India last week, the renowned economist once again spoke of the
need to impose a 2% wealth tax on India's ultra-rich, The levy imposed
onsome 167 billionaires, Piketty estimated, could help the government
maop up resources amounting to 0.5% of GDP. These resources could
then be put to use to improve public services, healthand so on. There is
no doubt, as he has pointed out, that these wealthy individuals have all
cashed in on the country's infrastructure, education and legal systems
to earn the money; some have also made use of political connections, So,
now, it's payback time.

While it's clear that the gap between the haves and the have-nots is
widening, awealth tax might not be the best way to tax the rich. Globally,
top economists have argued againsta wealth tax saying it is not feasible;
most have expressed the view that taxes are best levied on flows of money,
not stocks of wealth. An income tax can be levied easily while wealth is
not always seen and not easy to measure. Valuing assets can be tricky,
especially in the case of real estate and shareholding inunlisted ventures.
Back home, inline with the recommendations of the Chelliah Committee
(1993 )and the Kelkar Commiittee (2002), thewealth tax was abolished in
the Union Budget 2016- 2017 and was replaced with an additional sur-
charge of 2 % on those with a taxable annual income of over 1 erore.

No one can deny that the government needs to collect more by way of
taxes so as to be able to spend more on health and education. Oneway to
do this could be by raising the personal income tax (PIT) rate for the super-
rich. Tobe sure, the highest rate is already 4 3% —including the cesses and
surcharges—and it might seem unfair to raise this further. However, some
kind of redistribution of wealth is reguired to improve the living stan-
dards of those at the bottom of the pyramid. There may have been an
improvement in the living standards in that few go hungry today but can
that be enough for a country which prides itself on becoming Viksit
EBharat? Even today, even basic health and education facilities are beyond
the reach of many. So a higher income tax rate for the wealthy is a good
option; in any case, it's better than reintroducing a wealth tax which can
lead to harassment.

Porsche billionaires are in
a tight spot, again

PORSCHE AUTOMOBIL HOLDING SE sure knows how to do drama. Last week,
thelisted holding of the Porsche and Plech families warned it mayhave to book up
to €22 billion ($23 billion) of i id adecline in th rhet value of

its 31,90 stake in AG and 12,500 ic interest in the Porsche
AG automaker.

Th ite-d ¥ 1 dtolts accounting
and'c'\'u“gle!tmctullng,andthe dj ntsare non-cash. Ni heless, Porsche

SE investors should pay attention to VW' d.lmlm!hed capacity to pay dividends

DINION

5 INDIA APPROACHES its
centenary, the vision of
Viksit Bharat—a developed
and equitable nation—
guides our aspirations.
While a thriving eoonom'_v,empawered
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©® HUMANISING HEALTHCARE
ADDRESSING THE RURAL-URBAN HEALTHCARE DIVIDE REQUIRES A SYSTEMS-FOCUSED APPROACH

Transforming rural health systems

SWATI PIRAMAL

and quali Vice chairperson, Firamal Group
the foundation of
a Ivea]thy pulation. Health, intricatel
e inable Gaal in providing child, and ado-
(SDGs), shapes broader outcomes like lescent healthcare, often serving as the
reduction and social equity. primary link between rural communi-

Howewer, the rural-urban divide
remains one of India's most pressing
challenges in healthcare. While 70% of
the pnpu]atlr.m resides i In; rural areas,

ties and the healthcare system. However,
their potential is often hindered by lim-

sen!lll\rlt]e! of the cnmmumtles they
isdelivered respect-

Unien renewable energy minister Pralhad Joshi
India is one of the world's most promising
nations in the clean energy space..India is not

only witnessing an energy revolution but also
becoming the renewable energy capital of the werld

have yielded remarkable outcomes in
Assam, where Mobile Medical Units
wereablea to reach over 54.5 million ban-
eficiaries in the past 16 years,
Alongside workforce development,
robust i re investment iskeyto
such as modular health units, online
health als, mobile clinics and
telemedicine hu‘bg provide immediate
duth while

full}randuur_'hnut judgment. Thlswlllgo
along way in helping bridge the trust
deﬁnl: inrural n:lmnwmns,bmele peo-

ited training and inadeq
systems, including propel hnuglng,

This \rlsmrn of]eademh]p must also

onlyathird of the

transport,

from the com-

these communities, This disparity is
exacerbated by inadequate infrastruc-
ture, limited economic oppartunities,
and adual burden of communicableand

Initiatives like District Mmtnrlng
Teams {DMTs) in Bihar are changing this
narrative, These teams, led by experi-
enced nurses, mentor ANMs to focus on

mumry. In rural and tribal areas, tradi-
tional healers command deep trust and
influence, Incorporating certified tribal
healers into the healtheare workforce

icabledi Kevhaalth

indicators underscore this inequity:
rural India experiences an infant mor-
tality rate of 31 per 1,000 live births,
compared to 19 per 1,000 in urban
areas. Institutional delivery rates are at
B6% in rural regions, compared to 930
inurban centres. Immunisation cover-

ishi 1bylc nd

e g induced

limited awarenass,

These disparities highlight chal-
lenges of access, quality, and deep-
rooted cultural scepticism toward mod-
em medicine, further complicating
‘health outcomnes in rural areas. Address-
ing this divide requires a systems-
focused approach that integrates com-
munity-driven solutions with inclusive
practices. This must be !uRpu rted by
compassionate  leaders and

permanent facilities are belnahullt_
In addition to improving access, dig-
ital tools are revolutionising healthcare
rnance. Initiatives like Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) led b
the National Health Authority (NHA),
have demonstrated impressive out-
comes in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, The
integration of the Command-and-Con-
trol Centre have equipped healthcare
workers with actionable data, enhanc-

e gesthe gap P
hypertension, anaemia tices and modern medi- ing transparency, and improving care
during pregnancy, and - cine. When these healers delivery. Technologies such as health
matemitycare Bybalanc-  The commitment to  recommend individuals | data systems like Atfordable Medicines
ing capacity-building helistic, inclusive to seek advanced careat | and Reliable Implants for Treatment
with hands-on suppert,  haaltheare—rooted in  Medical facilities, they | {AMRIT)facilitate online monitoring of
DMTs not only enhance - initiate a cycle of trust, patient health, integrating point-of-care
the skills of healthcare ,mpaﬂ‘ty and driven by breaking down social | testing to help wmkers make faster,
alsocultivate  innovation— holds the  andn more informed d

apipelineofpeofossionals ~ potential to bridgethe rounding  modern Programs like Niramay 11, a partner-
deeply attuned to the rural-urban divide healthcare Suchintegra- ship between NHM and Cisco, has

eds of tion of traditional wis- | st hened the ABDM in

The success of such
lnil:iat'lueg however, hinges ona hea]r_'h-

wlw inspire collective action and fngl:er

dom with evidence-
based practices fosters a holistic and
inclusive rural healthcare system—one
bauilt on compassion, collaboration, and

trust. By investing in oI F
ment, wecancleateacad.renfhea]thcam . .
10 can m, A F T prog
wtule 'buﬂd.mg a 1egaq-' of accountability Building a skilled healthcare work-

strengthened by robust inf ion

1eadelsh.1p
nllMﬂﬂﬂnf“&mnu technic

force requires collaboration across pub-

netwarks, paving a path for sy
and equitable healtheare systems.
Strengthening healthcare
leadership at the grassroots
India’s frontline health waork-

to embrace a human-centred approach
grounded in ethics and empathy. It is
about ens.urlng L'hal: every patl.em ﬂeels
SEEn, Iw:v g

ers—Accredited Social Health Activists

(ASHAs), Auxiliary Nurse Midwives

(ANM:] and aanganwadi waﬂcels —are
backh of rural health

ery. These frontline workers are critical

Itis lmperatwe that young doctors
during their internship are trained in
‘building empathy and understanding,
the bull.dmg blocks to providing com-

healthcare that

and 'brl‘dge healtheare gaps, These part-
nershipsare transforming healthcare in
underserved regions through training
programs, technology, and logistical
suppon I"ubhc prluate partnerships

Assam enabling early detections of
34,000 presumnptive tuberculosis cases
and facilitating 64,000 institutional
deliveries ensuring continuum of care.
The commitment to holistic, inclu-
sivehealthcare—rooted inempathyand
driven by innovation— holds the poten-
tial tobridge the rural-urban divide and
ensure that no one is left behind on
India's path to 100.In rural India,where
healtheare challenges are most acute,
solutions must be as multifaceted as the
Issues themselves. ky buildinga g'kl'lled
healthcare
guppnned 'by robust infrastructure and

remote
cnmmunmes to vital healthcare net-
warks through telemedicine hubs like
eSanjeevani, Slml]aﬂ'_v, partnerships
with the National Health Mission [NHM)

©® THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

The upkeep of urban infrastructure

Creative financial solutions, such as charging fees for

AKHILESH TILOTIA

Distinguished fellow at The Infravisian
Foundation and co-foundes, Thuro

P through p we
can create a rural health system that is
equitable and sustainable —laying the
foundation for a prosperous and inclu-
sive Viksit Eharas.

high-emission vehicles, can help alleviate toll burdens
for city natives while keeping urban infrastructure viable

antvalueinthe

amida bruising labour conflict over possibl nt's
deteriorating competitivenessin China. AS URBANISATION ABCEI.ERATES mental insight, however, lies in the fact higher
Those di 1ds are imy for the Forsches and Plechs, who across India,astr i that1 ion has driven up Land One appmamwmltlsanng taoll bue- ]nfla!l:luﬂure development, particu-
b d heavily toacquirea g he A publi iginally desig) values around these roads. With this dens could i PV from
ingin 2022 and need the cash to pay down the debt, to connect satellite cities, are nowvital  increase in land va]u,e it may be possible tolls, as has been dnm in Mumbai. As !um:ulndmg land L{Fﬂsm’ Road on the
‘While Parsche SE's survival isn'timperiled like itwas in 2008 when it tried and b ies.In. th o tocapl ns to noted fromP¥s  Periphery of a City Sprawd Can Have

failed to acquire the much larger VW, the families are once again in a tight spot
panlyofth.elr own making. But they’ Te not hacklngdnwn

were financed thmugt‘l long-term tolls—
typicallyspanning 2 5-30 years—tooffset

alleviate the need for talls without erad-
iing the financial integrity of the infra-

account for only a small fraction of the
total toll revenue, despite comprising a

Irmmense Value, Pawar and Tilotia, India
Infrastructure Review, 2004). As urban

PO Institu directhy astakein constructioncosts However,as  structure projects. much largershare of traffic valume. Com- sprawl evolves, once-peripheral roads
the 911 maker,whi gen paid out roug] r.nuue[l"[)r laa €96 cities hke Delhi and Mumbai have et any solution must passa dual test: muters are also more likely to voice dis- becoma key internal arteries, increasing
billion special divi Id P ifytheir . tolls that once served as fund-  fairness to commuters and operational  satisfaction with tolls, particularlywhen  thedensityof development in theirvicin-
‘holdings beyond the st industry — whichwould ing mechanisms have been phased out,  effichency. While easing tollburdensmay ~ waiting times and costsrise, comparedto  ity. This densification typically leads toa
awise move in hindsight. But the Porsche and Fiech families had other plans: One ralsmgan'ltlcalqlesnm}!awmmm b palith PE it commercial vehicles. To surgei T
reason for the [P0 being structured ywas to help th ire a 2 5% voting cile the interests of urban reside i crucial that such Globally, address this, a lump-sum pp i ...-....alt‘hm canbe
stake in Porsche AG. The families once owned all of Porsche’s voting shares, but they those of private investors who bankroll  are implemented in away = .lﬂli toll tax i the h local orsta

squandered that birthright in 2008, and VW ended up such infrastructure projects? thatp fi ial g NG timeofvehicle registration. Tocapitalise on this,authorities could

acquiring Parsche's car making operations instead. Thy d 11 inability of wrban have been  While this might seem adjustcircle rates"orstamp duty leviesin

While history doesn't repeat, it does rhyme. The fam- cial burden on daily ers, but it ! d with fale—p to the areas surrounding the new or

l]yha]dlngl_tadmfnrk nutawundﬂﬂ_blll_lunm 2022to pases to ° In some Indian cltle! varying degrees of those who p inantly F in A ¥,

acquire a direct stake in Porsche, which it financed by ityofthe roads toll e from pas- use toll-free roads—it could governments could increase property

‘borrowing roughly €7 billion. infrastructure projects were designed  senger vehicles (1”\"\5} are SUCCESS appeal to those who prefer  taxes or sell additional development

The huldlng paid €88.69 per Porsche AG voting share with tolls as a key and but in the to avoid the hassle of tolls rights, as improved infrastructure can

—a7! price—mean- i ") thefi broader context of state finances, the total through GPS. !uppnnhlghelpopulannndensnluand
I.ngl:heI"nrsclu.ﬂ’lechdanlsa]leady!lmngnnapapellu!g cial assumptions that underpinned their  amount maybe. geable.In An i politicallyattractive traffic. Th would

CHRIS of than 30%y; Porsch i construction, This necessitates a careful ~ an era of electronic toll collection via  option would be to exempt green vehi- dditional for
di ificationstrateg |r-l||||wnll1‘|“DThﬂ libration of funding model FasTag, the state government could cles—those with low emlssl.ons—from thecltyurgtate which am]dhea]lacal:ed

BRYANT he de-leverabit,but that considers both public convenience  assume the role of the toll payer, rather  tolls Witha lear and well talls

around €51 billianat the end of September.
In theory, Porsche SE allows institutional investors to
re to VW and the Porsche car unit on the cheap — because it trades on a
n 300 discount to net asset value. The holding makes investrents inadja-
ial technolog
of expertise. But its market value has declined to less than €11 billion — bad news
for the families who own half of its share capital. (However, they're not short of a

#laamierg

maore

penny, having recel ‘e than €3 billk osin di inthe past decade,
amnrdlngtu my caleulations based on Bloomberg dara}
cheSE ved €1.4 hillion of divi year, but for

and investor expectations. than individual commuters. This would tem fior g vithg - to the op emit}rwltlmut Eurthel
Se»!ralappmachﬁhmheentrlsjln 1 ingentityfor ber plates, this wiould be rela- burdening commuters.

mitigatet the vehicl ing through, tively simple to imy t.1t could also The challenge for policymakeeslies in

mlJrajumong'hasedunveludetyp&dlf shlftlngtlve ﬂnanc]al'bunien from the & g B T ion, { growthwi tunder-

ferentiating between [publi hout disrupting the igningwi palk jecth mining the financial sustainability of

pa!!engelvehlcle! —or based on emis- econc ions that T reduc This concept mirrors infrastructure development. Creative

sions, vehi- h financing, This policies in other global cities,suchas Lon- financial solutions are needed so that

cles, Globally, such differentiated tolling
schemes have been Imp]em.em:ed wlth

approachis particularly feasible when the
tolling agency is under the control of the

don's ultra-low emission zones, which
incentivise the adoption of greener vehi-

the next couple of years ksn't as rosy. VW has signalled ﬂ\at the dividend for the 2024
financial yearwill be lower because the autormakerusuallyaims to pay out a relatively
miodest 3004 of net income, and profits are eupen:ed tofall. And |rwv proceed with
r\'lznt closures, hmh restruct T,

Dividenc W
‘With management mmawnlna toclose German plams and axe thousands of jobs,
shareholders should make sacrifices too, trade unions and politicians argue, The
upshat is that Porsche SE may become more constrained in its ability to fund
acquisitions, cut debt or pay dividends — orall of the above.

It’s encouraging to see the Porsche an.d Piech families backing VW's manage-
ment,which is taking long overdy i hough
this is forworkers, Hopefully, those hard declmung will pay offforall of VW stake-
holders in the long term.

But even if th chil

ious in 2008, using leverage to
clearly notwithout drama orrisk.

ac

¥ g Lccess. A

state g as it offe ight-

THE EDITOR

Modernising remittances

Apropos of “Upgrade cross-barder
payments" [FE, December 17), India's
position as the world's largest
recipient of remittances highlights the
critical need for a modenn, efficient,
and inclusive payment system to
handle these significant inflows
securely and cost-effectively. Simpli-

fying crass-border transactions,
reducing transfer fees, and ensuring
faster settements are essential to
maximizse the economic benefits of
remittances. Leveraging tech like
Iblockchain, UPI, and central bank
digital currencies (CBDCs) could
revolutionise the ecosystem. A robust,
mademised payrment infrastructure
wiould support remittance flonws and

clashyc forthosewith

strengthen India's financial system.
=Marayanan Kizhumundayur, Thrissur
Simplify taxation
Apropos of “Swiss confusion’ (FE,
December 17), the Indian government
needs to rethink the misconception
that all the nations are willing to do
arything to operate in India. The Swiss
government has downgraded India's

cities do not choke on the infrastructure
thatwasmeant to help them expand.
Views are personal

MFH status because of convoluted
taxation laws. We must note that we
need the other nations more than
they need us. The sooner the glitches
inthe Indo Swiss are smoothed out
the better it will be for the economic
health of the nation.

=fnthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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Pt)lt a change the Lok Sabha
saw a real and interesting dis-
cus-sion on rubes and progedures,
The question is not whe was right
and who was wrong, but it pre-
sented an altogether healthy sce-
naria bereft of theatrics when the
Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal introduced the Consti-
twition Amendment bill on one
na-tion one election,
The former Union Minister and
Congress spokesperson Manish
Tiwari had set the tone in shorest
possible time explaining his view
as 1o why the Congress party was
opposing the introduction of bill,
His argument was erisp when
he said, "My view is that this en-
tire thing is a fedly™Many of the
leaders raised technical objec:
thons, But of course, theve were

some like the Samajwadi Party
who were caught off guard and
tried to make a political state-
ment on why it was necessary
now and why gevernment was
not focusing on Sambhal .
tack an Hindus in Bangladesh etc,

The law makers shoubd not as-
sume that they are super intelli-
gent. They sﬁmld unle pstand
that they cannot take people for
pranted. Well, some tried 1o twist
the issue by saying that the gove
ernment does mot have two thirds
of majority in the house and
hence it cannot introduce,

May be the law makers shoubd
refresh thelr knowledge on such
matters before arguing. They also
pattedd their backs saying that they
have demonstrated that BIP does
not have two third majori-ly re

quired 1o pass the constitutienal
amendment. But what is the new
discovery in this? The numbers of
the NDA and the opposi-tion are
known,

Well coming back 1o technical
issues, M N Kaul and 5 L Shak-
dher in their book Practice and
Procedure of Parliament  say,
“taking a srict  interpretation
of the constitutional provision,
he special majority prescribed
therein may be required only for
vot-ing at the third reading stage.

At all other stages simple ma-
jor ity has been provided forinthe
rules, e.g., motion that the Bill be
taken into conslderation: mo-thon
that the Bill as reported by the Se-
leat or Joim Commitiee be taken
imto consideration; for passing
of clanses and schedules to the

ONOE a litmus test for the NDA government

Bill; and the motion that the Bill
Thus, motkons that
reulated for eliciting
public apinion therean or that the
Bill be referred 1o a Selector Join
Committee are passed by simple
majority only”

Two thirds are not required at
the time of introduction. So. the
thu'tinn did not claim any vics
. The government was aware

sell said that they would mfer i
1o the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee for wider discussion,
IPC normally would have to give
its report within 90 days. Which
means it can be taken up for dis-
<ussion in Parliament during the
budget session beginning Febru-

ary.

Certainly, getting  the  bill
passed will be a litmus test for
the gov-ernment who will have
1o do a lat of homework and mi-
cro floor management. After all
permwiations and combinations,
they are still short of about 25
members in Lok Sabha. Which
means that they may even have
1o ask some members 10 remain
absent 5o that the rule that two
thirds of the members present,
and vote is followed,

Well will it be advantageous or
not, will it help the national par-
thes or reghonal parties, is it neces-
sary 1o have ONOE, is something
that that would come up for dis-
cussion when the [P report is
talded im the parliament. Till then
the public debate would comine
e,

Will Al save the planet? Why evidence is flawed

[0 Lixpsay Watro
BaichTon

PTIMISTIC  ad-
vocates far Al say
this  environmen-

tally costly technology will
become  more  sustainable
wilh time, We can use Al
more  efficiently, and ex-
Pore less energy-inbensive
designs inspired by the hu-
man brain, We can buikd
data centres more sustain-
ably, using wood or low-
carbon concrete and steel,
The heat from the daia cen-
tres can warm homes in the
local area, OF course, if we
start using Al systems 100
wildely (including where we
dont really need them), the
growth might outweigh any
of these potential gains in
efficiency. But recently, I've
been hearing another a
ment: that Al itself is tacks
ling climate change. Al can
Thelp o madel wibdiires, op-
limikse encrgy comsumption
0w stabilise the grid, acceler-
ate the development of low-
carbon materials, and much
more, My research cam
recently published a report
that digs into these claims
- amd found some cause l’ur
careern, As i ums oul,
difficult o compare the
vironmental impacts of ask-
ing Al 1o carry out a task
versus asking people.

Take writing and mak-
ing art, One study says that

it s much more environ-
mentally friendly for Al
to do these creative tasks
than humans. But one of its
methods for Envestigating
this ks 1o allocate a slice of
the carbon footprint from
all human activities (eating
cows, catching planes and so
on) to the creative activity,
By this logic, there would be
the same carbon emissions
From an hours work by an
artist, a dairy farmer, a bil-
limabre CEO, or an ccologist
restoring a welland. A relat-
wd paper acknowledges the
simplification. and  instead
allocates carbon just for the
eleciricity a human con-
sumes The authors say this
s a practical approach e
carbon accounting. Estab-
lishing & Fair comparison be-
tween human and Al work
Is hard because ithe tasks
ma} losork alike, but their un-
derlying processes are fun-

damentally dif-ferent,

What abowt the curremt
total carbon impact of ALY
Another paper, partly fund-
wd by Microasoft, men-tioned
that Al is today responsible
For just 0.01 per cent of glob-
al carbon emissions, When
we looked closer we found
this figure was based on
the emissions of one years
Al server sales by Nvidia -
the biggest manufacturer
of swch hardware - as esti-
mated in one analysis. This
prediction hasn’t been ver-

There areIn fact diverse forms of Al big, small
discriminative, generative, maching leaming, symbollc
andmore, There are ditferent types of climate action
too. Climate mitigation is about getting carbon
emissions cown tonet 2aro to stop global warming,
Climate adaptation s about leaming tolive and
thrive In awarmer world. We need both. Al for climate
adaptation is very welcome indeed. But It doesn’t
simply offset the carbon cost of Al, Whenever Al s
celebrated for amaring achlevements, let's remember
that it had some human help.

ified, and if it is accurate, it
wouldn't include Al being
run on servers ingalled in
previous years, When con-
tacted for comment, some
of the authors sald that this
estimate  wasn't the  arti-
cke's main focus, Assessing
the climate impacts of Al
is plicated becanse we
don't know how future Al
models will e bull, oper-
ated amd wsed, they added.
Another study reviewing
Als sustainability benefits
cited several other articles

that, in our view, ap-peared
o feature mistakes - like re-
ferring to studies 10 back up
their claims which did not
comtain red-evant informa-
thon, Al systems sometimes
make mistakes = known as
“hallucinations” - like when
Mirerosoft Copilot accused a
Journalist of commining the
crimes he had reported on,
So we asked the aw-thors i
they had wsed an Al to write
the article, They dismissed
thils idea and stood by the in-
regrity of their review. They

agreal that ot all of the Al
sustainability sobtions their
review referred 1o can be
supported by existing stud-
ies, Hun they said that they
had also included predic-
tions about what Al might
one day be capable of, hased
on thelr own expent judge
ment, which they said was
standard practice. The -
thors also pointed out that
their work has been widely
shared  without - complaint.
But the Bt that artickes can
e reasd widely without elic-
liing alarm is exacily the
issue, Would every reader
assume that the anticle was
predicting what Al might
ome day do, rather than ex-
plaining what Al can alreacly
dot Overall, how rneliable is
current research om Al and
sustainabilig?  We're
sure, We havent yet had the
chance o conduct a more
comprehiensive investigation.
Bt assessing Al's future po-
tential requires a clear under-
standing of its achievements
L date, Such an investigation
Is urgently needed,

Questions i ask about Al:
Meanwhile, we should avaid
Tamping all kinds of Al to-
gether.

There are in fact diverse
forms off Al: big seall, dis-
criminative, generative, ma-
<hine learning, symbalic and
maore, | can be excited abow
an Al that excels at counting
carrots, and helps farmers 10

plant them mone ef-fectively,
without offering a blanket
endorsement of all Al sys-
tems, There are  different
types of di-mate action too,
Climate mitigathon Is about
getting  carbon  emisshons

down to net Zemo 1o stop
P

live and thrive in a warmer
workd, We need both. Al for
chimate adaplation is very
welcome indeed (say, help-
ing us to increase carrol
yields, despite mone volatibe
weather), Bui it doesnli sim-
ply offset the carbon cost af
Al I would be like compar-
ing apples with oranges (or
carrots), Iis a tricky caleu-
lation to nmake, one with
political and ethical dimen-
stons, Whenever Al is cele-
brated for amazing achieve-
ments, lets remember that
it had some human help.
What time, effort, energy
and other resources were
invested in the  projece?
Could similar results. have
been achieved using more
wraditional  data collection
andd analysis, potentially at
o lower environmental cos?
The authors of our report
have mixed views on Al
MNone of us are againgt it, or
against using it to solve en-
virommental problems. Bui
w properly govern Als net
impact on the climate, its
benefits must not be over-
stated. (The Conversation)

The ten best novels of 2024 — according to literary experts

Loxpox

FROM Samantha Harveys
spellbinding Booker winner
Orbiral 1o Percival Everetts
amblthous retelling of Huck-
leberry Finn, James, these
are the books that made the
most lasting Impression on
our (‘II“!‘)‘[ reviewers,

1. The Safckeep by Yoel
van der Wouden Recom-
mended by Manjeet Ridon,
associate dean interna-tional
for the faculty of arts, design
amd humanities, De Mont-
fort University. The Safekeep,
a mwvel about the expropria-
tion and thelt of lewish prop-
erty during the second work]
war, revisits a dark chapter of
Dutch history, Before being
deported, Dutch Jews were
stripped of thelr homes and
be-longings, and forced 1o
flee Amstendam with what
lintle they could carry. Van
der Woudents debut novel
shines an ironic light o the
act of keeping or maintain-
ing things that were to be
rechimed by their rightiul
owmers, but which were lost
or stoden in the war. The
traumia of this history han
aver the lives of three sib-
lings gricving the boss of their
mather, Isabel, the novels
lonely  protagonis,  lives
alone in the family house,
keeping i in onder as her lae
maother would have wanted,

2 Ovbital by Samantha
Harvey Recommended by
Diebaa Benita Shaw, reader in
cultural theory, Ui
of East Londdon. Winner of
the Booker prize, Samantha
Harvey’s  Orbital - skilfully
exposes the hu-man  cost
of space flight, set agalnst
the urgency of the cimate
crisks. While a typhoon of
life-threatening  proportions

gathers  across  south-east
Asia, six cosmonauts hurile
around Earth on the Iner-
national Space Station, Their
everyday routing of tasteless
foodd and laboratory work is
in stark contrast 1o the awe-
some spectacle of the blue
planet, oscillating between
night and day, dark and
where international borders
are meaninghss.

3, GI by Ali Smith Rec-
ommended by Sarah Annes
Brown, profesor of Eng.
lish literature, Anglia Rus-
kin University. GRif shares

Cenl Seas

Quiartet ( 2016-20); the effects
of dinate change, the plight
of refugees, and the growih
of intolerance and muthos-
Marian-lsm. Bt this novel
Is set in a dystoplan Britain
where all these  problems
have intensified in frighten-
ing ways, Smith follows in
the footsteps of a growing
namber of licerary novelists
whav have turned 1o sci-ence
Bcthon in recent years, as
boumdaries between genres
become bess rigid. This is the
First of a planmed palr of nov-
els = the second 1o be called
Glyph, Although the twe
words sound identical, their
meanings are quite different.

4. Intermezeo by Sally
Rooney  Recommended by
Orlaith  Darling, posidoc-
toral fellow In contempaorary
English literature and critical
theory, University College
Dublin. Intermezzo s per-
haps Rooneys mast mature
rellection on how relation-
ships operate s exercises
in optimism, both in esch
wiher and in the world liseli.
The novel is remarkable and
bracing on the exchange of
promises that happens in

rela-tionships, on the our-
rency of hope they run on
and the muval, voluntary
emolional debis they cre-
ate, These debts, of course,
are not always repaid, and

that ks part of the peint; the
stakes of Jowve are high, and
wee run the risk of defaulting
and being defaulted on, And
yet, for Rooney, this risk is
ahways worth taking, It must
be, because it & all there is.
Roomey's §s a workd in which
relationships sustain us and
in which small daily miracles
make life seem more bear-
able than ks proportionate.

5, James by Percival Ever-
ett Recommended by Emily
Zobel Marshall, reader in
postcalonial lnerature, Leeds
Beckett University, James is
an incredible rewriting of
Mark Twains 1884 Ameri-
an clhssk The Adventures
of Huckleberry Fi
has reclaimied Twaini “Jin
from the peripheries, Imlsllr
plac-ing him centre stage,
Just like the original book,
s set In the pre-civil war
planation south, s 1861,
war i brewing and James
hears that he may be sold 10
a new owner in New Orleans
and separated from his fam-
ily. He goes on the run with
the resourceful young white
boy, Huck Finn, This s a lii-
erary, writerly and scholarly
novel, &, Butter by Asako Yu-
wuki Recommendad by Jane

McBride, PhId candidate in
liserature, University of Gal-
way, Asako Yuoukis Butter
melts uneasily in your mind
Deescriptions of food, sex and
violence be-come transcend-
ont, almost detached from
anything physical The prose
Is intense and immerdve,
it absir clear, never dense or
heaely, Jowmakist Rika con-
ducts prison inerviews with,
murderer Manako Kaji, a
woman who lured konely men
with her delicious amd deadly
gourmet meals. As Rika talks
with this strange woman, she
finds hevseld drawn decper
it her world, fascinated by
Kaji's obsession with physical
pleasure, This Is something
that affects all aspects of
Rika's life, from relationships
with friends and Eamily o
heer ovm body and childhood
memorks, 7. Martyr! by
Kaveh Akbar Recormmended
by Alice Kelly, assistant peo-
fessor of literature and his-
1oy, University of Warwick,
How do we make meaning
ot of death, espedally when
it is violent and sense-lesst
This question  preoccupies
Cyrus Shams, the protagonist
of Irankan-American  poel
Kaveh Akbars debut novel,
Martyr! Cyrus is trying 1w
make sense of the death of his
maother, Roya, who was lost
me shol down
by ry forces over
the I\er;hnl.ul{ I thee wake

of er death, Cyrus and his
father Ali mave from Tran to
the US, T,

& Parade by Rachel Cusk
Recommended by Scarlett
Baron, assockate professor in
the department of English,
UCL, Parade is a searching
ook, written agalnst com-
formity, It is an exploration
of the role of gender in the
genesis and seception of arnt
= a noved in which selihood,
creativity and family relations
are submitted o un flinching
analytical seruting, Cusk’s ex-
amination of these subjects s
conucted through a kalehla-
scope of namatives, told from
different points of view, in
which the same themes crys-
tallise and dissolve again and
again, The books four chap-
ters focuis on the lives of ant-
ists, each of whom is referned
The Stntman tells

y ool an artist who,
“perhaps becawse he coukd
find no other way 1o make
sense of his time and place in
1||>lcw1n'. began to paint upside

down’.

9, Brotherless Night by V..
Ganeshananthan  Kecom-
mended by Ankhi Mukher-
jee, professor of English and
workd lieratures, University
of Ouxford. This is an unfor-
gettable novel of formation
- an awakening from tribal
loyalties into new possibili-
ties of identiy and agency
- sel In Jalfna, Sri Lanka,
during the civil war (1983 1o
2009), The protagonist, Sa-
shikala Kulenthiren, is a Ta-
mil teenager, walking apace
with her beothers  towand
medical or engineering de-
prees, and elborations of o
Tuture peacelul with books,
diabogue amd organic living.
When the government atroc-
ities and the call of militancy

sLm dis-appearing boy after
by from I;:Etpemﬁuda Sashi
is reduced 1o a bit-player of
history: She becomes discom-
bobubited by grief for fallen
or embattled brothers. How-
ever, the funds :lmmd- and
survives with o women's col-
lective that agitaies, organtses
and treats :\}}I:l’m.lm.l:“.llll},
instead of serving . Gane:

(® LETTERS

Ustad Zakir Hussain an immortal maestro

TIBLA macstro Zakir Hussain is in & league of his own. He
was a percusshonist par excellence. He did magic with hum-
bl hand druns and his thythns fused with melody enthralled
audiences across India and around the workd. As ducks take 10
waler, he took to musle. “Felicity™ s ome word without which
hee cannot be thought o, “Dexterity” ks another word. He leamnt
how b0 play the percussion instrument from his father Ustad
Alls Rakha at the age of 7. As an accomplished musician, Za-
kir Hussain trans-conded genres and crafied {and conjured up)
beats with his “dancing fin l’m " His viruoso perfior-mances
transported us 1o 3 workl n[purr jox. His riveting music has
that indefinable scmething that makes it sublime (and ‘divine'
in its true, uncorrupted sense). In colliboration with jazz gui-
tarist John MeLaughlin, he formed Shakti, a band that ook the
workl by storm by a trail-blazing blend of Indian classical mu-
sbe with the Western fazz muske, Zakir Hussaln personified the
blend of brilliance and humili-ty - brilliant as a musician and
baumble as a nnndn‘)'llr being clad in fame and Mamboyance,
He ex-emplified India’s conyposite culture at its best and abways
put bunianity shove everything else. It is un-fathomable that a
musiclan who gave his whole being 10 music and brought so
musch joy in our lives suffered from fibeosks affecting air sacs in
the lungs. The line on the screen before the start of each film
in the ongaimg International Film Festival of Kerala in Thir-
vananthapuram, where we made his audiences on a few occa-
skoms, “Zakir Hussains thythms echa in our hearts™ is a fitting
tribute 1o the immortal magstro,

G.Dwviel Milion, Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

'AKIR Hussaln, a world tabala artis breathed bis last on Men-
y at Caliiornia in America, It is reported that he had been
suaffering from hang disease for the kst few years, Zakir who start-
ol bils miuisd e jour-ey at the age of 3 and began to give concerts at
age of 11, His fiest garu was his father, He was known for fusing

music which combined Hindustani and We i with Jaaz,
e was popular by reaching, myhmhnldlhrmshhlu&dhs
Tujmahal tea. His death has created wdd in the music world. He
transcensd countries, caste and rellghon with his music. He could

e i the minds of people as long as musk Ives.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiravurn, AP
L

'HE passing away of Ustad Zakir Hussain, the globally revered
tabla virtwoso on Decensher 16 at a hos-pital in San Francis-
00, ks an irreparable Joss to the Beld of workd musdc. Known for his
anazing finger-work and rhythmic bril iance, he brought the tab-
Ia 10 global stage, collaborating with some of the word's finest
missiclans. His gargantuan contributbon 1o musk: was recognised
with Padima Shri awards and the Sangeet Natak Akademi award.
On the e weans n Bour-time Grammy award win-ner.
His unparalldled skills camed hin the reputation of a feanome
technician” and a “whimsical in-ventor” Beyond his nusical
prowess, his life was a testament 1o the power of dedication, pas-
sbon, and cultural exchange. His influence extended beyond the
concert stage, 38 hc mmndmumkssymng muskhnsmd ledt
i d
tioms spanmed varl-ous genres, from traditkonal Indbn (lauml
muslc b jazz, rock, and Bm sones, making him a true an-bas-
sador of ghobal musical harmony. As fans, fellow musicians and
adminers around the workd mourn his loss, his legacy remains a
lasting symbaol of the power of nusk to transcend borders and
wnite pea-ple across cultures. In his career spaniing six decades,
hee worked with several renowned intemational and Indian ar-
tstes, but it was his 1973 muskal profect with the English gulear-
st John M Laughlin, violin-ist L Shankar, and percussionist TH.
‘Vikku' Vinayakram that brought together Indian classbal with

ol-ements of fazz in a fusion hitheno unksown.
Jubvel DYCruz, Mumbai

Debate on constitution lacked depth

HE debate on the constitution in the parbiament has disap-

pointed many, due 1o lack of depth. The good thing is that
both rival groups have expressed their reverence towards that
sacred document. The leader of the Hiouse called i the unifier of
cauntry, the leader of the apposition recognised its pri-macy. But
the bad thing is that both couldn't raise sbove their own palitical
Lnu-mu o da common gu:md 1o spread n-:mmm of
to prove the
mlm u&drstmymafmvmanh the help of scloctive ex-
ansples. Had the opportunity been used 1o discuss the new chal-
lenges to intended geabs, be it social economical ar political in
the backidrop of changed workd, it muldhwuhdmm Ilghtnn
policy making, The ultimate p
lwnmrgpmﬁrmldhmkm served, Ili i wﬂ:dwpnrlu

shananthan ] iy, thanks o th

separatist movement wilhout Dir DVG Sankra R, ﬁdmw.ﬁ?
once ghorifying its concerted

violence. The bouk is history- thehansreader@gmail.com

adjacent, the narrator says.
10, Kairos by Jenny Erpen-
beck Recommended by Ed-
wand Sugden, senior lecturer
in American studies, Kings
College Londan. In Jenny
Erpenbeck’s Kairos, a char
acter asks whether a human
belng & "5 con-tainer o be
filled by time with whatever it
happers 1o have handy™ or if
there can be life beyond his-
tory. The nowd dramatises
this question  throughout,
The book, which won the
0 Imernational  Booker
prize, b set in the last years
of the German Democratic
Republic (GDR) (1949-90) as
western caphallsm erodes a
collapsing socialism. Against
this context, twa lovers, the
ageing writer Hans and the
late teenage Katharing, live
out o doomed afalr, hav-
g met on 3 bus one rainy
evening. The mun-dane de-
ceptions of Infidelity that
make up the book - Hans
and Katharina mest in cales,
watch films, listen 1o music,
o shopping, take secret b
darys = are Freighted with his-
tory and emodional intensity
s the plot plurges twwands
lis ending, where the links
between politics and the per-
somal become tragically chear,
(The Conversation)

(3) BENGALURU ONLIN

Ecofix used instead of tar to close
potholes in Bengaluru

BENGALURL: The Bruhat B ru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) Principal Engineer Dr BS Prah-ld said
that Ecofic mixture has been used experimentally 1o
quickly close potholes during the rainy season in the
BEBMP arca.

The problem of potheles in Bengaluru city not anly
causes traffic congestion but also lesds 1o road accidents,
T address this challenge, Indias leading road research
in-stinne CSRI - CRR, Ramuka Global Services and the
municipality have launched a pilot project of steel slg-
bassed Ecofix technology by cosing potholes on Avenue
Road near Anjani Temple in Bengaluru, he said.

Inelias leadding road rescarch instinute CSIR - Central
Road Research ?mthme (CRRI) has joined hands with
the municipality 1o repair potholes on Bengaluru eity
roads. He sabd that Ecofix technology will be a boon 1o
the city's roads o repair durable roads in an eco friendly
manner when the city's roads are not able to function
during the ralny season.

Ecofix is developed using industrial waste from steel
inlustries i.e. iron and steel slig and can repair water-
filbed potholes without any dewatering. Mo need for tack
etz T chose potholes, the pothales need to be drained
and deaned and a tack coat applied. However, Ecofix
mixture can repair potheles even in waser-filled condi-
tion withaut any tack coat
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Arctic tundra emitting more carbon than it absorbs, confirms study

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17

ARCTIC TUNDRA, a frozen treeless biome
which has stored carbon for thousands of
years, has now become a source of heat-trap-
ping greenhouwse gases (GHGs ) which are the
primary drivers of global warming, accord-
Ing to a new report by the US
Mational Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration | NOAA)
hu:mascdwﬂdhmsaluunusn—

re the

CLIMATE

all parts of the globe.

How does the tundra store carbon?
Inatypical ecosystem, plants absorb car-
bon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere
t heesis. These
die, or are eaten by animals which also grow
and die. When they die, the carbon in the
corpses feeds mic i as bacte-
ria or fungi, which break down
larger molecules and return
002 tothe atmosphere, thereby
mmpletmgtlv: carbomn cycle.
Hor

ally higl
main reasons behind thL‘ dramatic transfor-
mation of this Arctic eoosystem.,

The analysis, Arctic Report Card, is.a yearly
report an the palar region, and was pub-
lished last week.

Arctic meore carty
it stores will have global consequences — it
will exacerbate climate change, whascad-
werse impacts ane already BCT055

wever, in the case of the
Arctic tundra, the decompasition of organic

The Holtedahlfonna icefield in
Svalbard, Norway, in 2023 Reuers

In recent years, the Arctic undra's ability
toemit

“Once you haw: that chicken out of your

ahit. The new analysis, which incorporated

confirmed that the tundra ecosystern has now
become a sounce of 002 and methane (CH4A)
—amore potent GHG — emissions,
This has happened for bwo main reasons.
Oine is rising temiperatures, The report said
thee Arctic is warminig at four times the global
rate,and that |

freezer, it and all those microbes
are getting to work, breaking down the
chicken, making it rot,” she said. “The per-
mafrost is really doing the same thing.™
rreason is that inrecent years, the
Arctic has witnessed an increase in the fre-
quency and intensity of wildfires. Last year
was the worst wildfire season in the Arctic
omrecord, and 2024 Was the second-bigaest

inthe Arcticin 2024 were the second-warmest
on record since 1900,

As a result, the permafrost is thawing,
mcaning m'u:n:lhes inthe suil are becoming

matter e ex-
tremecold climate, Plant and animal remains
can stay trapped for thousands of years ina
layer of permafrost — any ground that stays
frozen for at least two years straight —
thwarting 002 from getting n:lca_ied back

tonnes of carbom, which is about double the
amount present in the atmosp here, acoord-
ing o a report by Vo,

into the 1sphere. Scientis

Arctic soils stone 16 trillion metric

SN ECONOMICS |

BACKEDBY TRUMP, HOW AUS BITCOIN
STRATEGICRESERVEMIGHT WORK

BITCOIN hit arecord high abave 5107000
on Monday after President-elect Donald
Tn.mp reiterated plans tocreate a LIS bit-

siasm of crypto bulls, Here's howr the plan,
if it materialises, could work,

First, what is a strategic reserve?
A strategic reserve is a stock of a crit-
ical resource which can be released at

times of crisis or supply ions, The Tr
best known example is the US Strategic
Petroleum Reserve, the world's largest
supply of emergency crude oil, which
was created by an actof Congress in 1975
after a 1973-74 Arab oil embargo throt-
thed the US econormy.

Presidents have tapped the stockpile

coin reserve say the US could
its gold reserves and use the proceeds to

p has said a bitooin reserve
would help the US dominate the
global bitcoin market. Freepik

debt, although some proponents of a bit-

of

carbon than it is absorhing?

DAMININATH &
APURVAVISHWANATH
MNEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17

matterdown,
n:lcasmg 02 and CH4 into the atmosphere.

Speaking to NPR, Twila Moon, lead edi-
torof the Arctic Repart Cord and a scientist at
the LS National Snow and Ice Data Center,
compared the permafrost to chicken in the
freezer — as long as it stays frozen, microbes
stay away.

year for according to the

Vi report, Wildfire smoke adds GHG emis-

Arctic tundra to absorb more carbon than
emitit. But the onby way to do sois o reduce
lohal GHG emissions.

Brendan Rogers, a scientist at the
Woodwell Climate Research Center who
contributed to the Arctic Report Card, told
NPR, *With lower levels of dimate change,
you get lower levels of emissions from per-
mafrost... That should motivate us all o
work towards more aggressive emissions
reductions.”

Hawwn thisis uJ|]|IcL'Iym happen as the

up the thawing of permafrost.
‘Wildfires and rising temperatures to-

GHGsinto the atms-
i

published by the Global Carbon PI'OJL‘C( -

gether, between 2001 and 2020, ca
Arctic tundra to release more carbon than its
jplants removed from the air, probably for the
first time in many millennia, the report said.

Sowill the Arctic tundra continue to
deteriorate?
The analysis said it is still possible for the

EXPLAINED

One Nation, One Election Bills

The government has proposed to add a new article to the Constitution and amend three other provisions
so thatelections to state Assemblies can be held simultaneously with the election to Lok Sabha

THE 129TH CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL

PROPOSES toamend three Articles of

THEGOWVERNMENT on Tuesday
step towards implementing the BfFs long-
pending promise of holding simultaneous
elections toLok Sabha and state Assemblies,
referred to as “0One Nation, One Election”,

Law Minister

to-calm oil markets during war orwhen  buy bitcodn,

hurricanes hitoil infrastructure along the

Gualf of Mexico. How can a bitcoin reserve help?
Strategic reserves need not be re- In his July speech, Trump suggested a

stricted to oil — Canada has the world's
only strategic reserve of maple syrup,
whilie China has strategic reserves of met-

als, grains and pork products,

bitcoin reserve would help the US dom-
inate the global bitcoin market in the face
of growing competition from China.

Other proponents argue that by hold-

ing a stockpile of bitcoin, which they say

How would a bitcoin reserve work?
It is umclear w}n:mel Trump intends

s likely to continue appreciating over the
Iumg term, t.hc us :nuld reduce its deficit

o use his exec reate the
reserve, or whnhcr an act of Congress
would be necessary, Some hawe argued

without

US dollar,

hening the

Astromg dollar woubd in tum give the

Trumpcould create the anex-
ucumrrorderdirun'mgthe LS Treasury's
Exchange Stahilization Fund, which can
be used o purchase or sell foreign cur-
rencies, and to also hold bitcoin.

This reserve could include bitcoin
seimed from criminal actors by the govern-
ment, That stands at aroamd 200,000 to-
kens, worthabout $21 billion at the current
price, according o hitcointreasuries net.
Trump suggested in a July speech unveil-
imgz his bitcoin reserve plan that this stock-
pile could be the starting point.

Trumyp has not said if the government
would add to that stockpile by buying
more bitcoin in the open market. To do
that, the government may have to ssue

us

foreign aclversarie:

lile China and Russia, proponents say.

And what are the risks?

Crypto sceptics say that unlike most

ather commadities, bitooin has nointrin-
sic use, and is not crucial to the function-
ing of the US economy.

Created in 2008, bitcoin remains too

young and volatile o presumse its value
will continue to rise in the long term.,
Crypto wallets remain notoricusly vul-
nerable to cyber attacks, the sceptics ar-
gue. And given its volatility, amy govern-
ment purchases or sales could have an
outsize impact on hitcodn's price.

REUTERS

right
Constitution Amendment Bill to sync the
terms of Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, and
a consequential Bill to amend the relevant
Acts for Union Territories and the National
Capital Territory of Delhi to enable simulta-
neous polls there as well,

What are the key takeaways from the
two Bills?

WFirst, slmulranmusmlls asodnm'\can:
onlyfor state
not municipal corporations.

endnuﬂlemq)urynfmem]lnennu(

ence teamir
from burming fossil fuels are likely toincrease
slighitly in 2024 compared to last year.

change (such as deforestation) of 4.2 billion
‘tonnes, total 002 emissions are projected to
e 416 billion tonnes in 2024, up from 406
hillion monnes last year,” the study said.

this provision. Essentially, these changes
state that if the Lok Sabhais dissohved before
the end of its full term, the next Lok Sabha
will only be for the unexpired term — “the
pmod between its date of dissolution and

B Second, these ch

ultumslanucstatrslupcaarhcstmthr}ﬁ‘l

Thr proposed amendments arein line

election cycle. The G
Bill states that the *President may by a pub-
lic notification issued on the date of the first
sitting of the House of the People after a gen-
eral election, bring into force the provision
of this article, and that date of the nahhl:a—
tion shall be called the appointed date

The earfiest date of the first sitting. nr Lok
Sabhawill be in 2029, and the next election
cycle will be in 2034, assuming that both the
18thand 19th Lok Sabhas complete their full
five-year terms.

The fine print of the two Bills has other
details including providing for scenarios
where a mid-term election may have to be
called at the state or central Ieu:l

For the Constitutional to

by the High-Leve
Cnmmlm:c on One Natlon One Election

Fre
whlch suhmltmd its n:purr to President

eral elections tothe House of the People and

the C new the House of op date of the first meeting”.
one, viz, Article 824(1-6) Il Suppasl: Lok Sabha is dissolved after
y ﬁw—ynarmnscunai_ndmmd.erm three years and two months of its term, the
NEW PROVISION provides for pavet] 1y next elect ill omly be for a Lok Sabha that
:nxllan:unselnmnnsml.nk elections. will function for twenty-two months.
‘phata aani HOW the Electiol Anather proposed sub-clause clarifies thar
twoBillsinLokSabha—a  AAssemblies. Proposed to be e e ErecUUTAN the new Hause (formed after the mid-term
adde\‘_lamr.ﬂr!ld_eﬂg,\lﬂll:h ‘option of not holding any election)will not be a continuationof the old
pertains to delimitation. particular Assembly ane, l'hls means that Bills pending in tlu:
ALLASSEMBLIES election ith the: —asit or a full e
elected after the election toLok Sabha, T Homed fora il tec,
z Hite . i o the 3?2111 Ihllalsu pmposcsci\angcsmi\mc]r
and before the President o order 4 of P
expiryof the full that the election to tomake provisions with respect to elections
‘of Lok Sabha ly may ke ;(I'_::djr: ainachange in
“ghall ri be postponed nomenclature to e: the power to con-
Lol L) duct slmulancnus polls™
and Th Article says: "P: may
from time to time. .. make provision with res-
[ dssil India(ECT)"shall conductgen-  pect toall matters relating to, or inconnection

with, elections toeither House of Parliament or
mtiu: House oreither House of the Legislature:

Article 82 A(4) selec-

tions as “general elections held for constitut-
ing the House of the People and all the

udingt ofelectoral
m'll: il il all
other matters necessary for seouring the due

Droupadi Murmu in March this year. Legislative Assemblies together”, oonstitution of such House or Houses.” The

The first Bill is The Constitution 'Onc Article 82A(5) gives the ECI the option of s “oon-
Hundred and Twenty-HNinth ™ rticular by tion " after thewonds
Bill, 2024, which proposes to amend mn:c along with the election m Lok Sabha, dc]lmlmm of constitencies”.

articles of the Constitution and insert a new
one, Article B2A{1-5).

This news provision is intended to facili-
tate the transition to simultaneous elections.
It is proposed to be added after Article 82,
whn:h jpertains o delimitation, which is rhc

“If the Election Commission is of the opin-
ion that the elections to any._Assembly can-
ot be conducted along with the_election o
the House of the People, it may make a rec-

ion to the President, o declare by
anordcr that the election to that Legislative

of allocation of Lok:
among srahcs after every decadal Ecnsu;
Aco the Bill, Article 824 provides

jpass in Parliament will require a specla] ma-
jority" in both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
Two conditions have to be satisfied under
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Article 368 of the Constitution which gives
the power to amend.

First, half of both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha must vote in favour of the amend-
ment. Second, of all the members “present
and voting”, bwo-thirds must wote in Bvour
of the amendment,

Itis practical to leave cut municipal elec-
tions at this stage. That would have required
an amendment to be “ratified” (agreed to)
by the legislabures of at least half of all states
in the country.

for simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and
state Assemblies,

hy may be conducted at a later date,”
thrpmp:eedh]’tl:lrﬂ?lk;]says
Article 824 6) says if an Assembly elec-
tion is deferred, the full term of that
Assembly will also end with the full term of

What about state Assemblies, and mid-
term polls there?

For state Assemblies, amendments sim-
ilar to those proposed to Article 83 are pro-
posed to Article 172, which provides for the
duration of state legislatures.

In case of dissolution of a state Azsembly
before its full term, the election would be
held for the unexpired term of the preced-
ing Assembily.

The first clause thetimeline:  the Lok Sabha elected ir tion.
the President can bring into force the pro- And what about the second Bill
posed changes on the date of the firstsitting  What if the lin Monday?
ofthe Lok Sabha. completion of its term? The secend Bill, The Union Territories
The second clause says the terms ad all Thls sccnam |s addressed in the Bill by Laws(Amendment) Bill, 2024, has proposed
state Assembhrselactrdal’tm provision — Artich 83 to the of Union

Fthe full i

the expiry
the Lok Sabha “shall come to an end on the
expiry of the full term of the House of the
People”. This means that some Assemblies
will have their ﬁvc —year terms curtailed o

of the Constitution which prescribes for the
duration of Houses of Pariament. While
Rajya Sabha is not dissolved — one-third of
its memibers retire every second year — the
Lok Sabha's term is a fixed five years unless

pave the way for s lections.
Under I\mcle 824[3), the Election

itis dissolved

S0OMET,
The Bill proposes adding new clauses to

Territories Act, 1963, the Government of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991,
and the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019,

This is because Union Territories are gov-
emed under a separate constitutional
scheme that is different from states.

Eklavya's story beyond thumb-cutting; questions of dharmaiit raises

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul Gandhi last
werk compared the youth, fanmers, and small
business owners in the country to Eklavya,
the character in the epic Mohehhoron who
cut off his right thumb after Guru Drona-
charya, the royal teacher, asked him todo so.
“Like Dronacharya cut the thumb of
Eklavya, you are cutting the thumbs of
India’s young people,” Rahul said in his
speech targeting the govern-
ment’s policies.

the Kaurava and Pandava princes, and asked
to b his disciple.
Dmnacharya, who tau.ght I(shamya
takeona boy
mldcnl refused. 5o Ekavya madea day idol
‘of Drona, and considering it as his guru, be-
[Ean practising archery on his own. Over
time, he became a highly proficient archer.
One day, Drona was out hunting with his
royal disciples, and their barking dog led the
party. Suddenly, the dog was silenced —
Dvona and his disciples found arrows filling
its mouth, which made it impossible for it to
bark, but did not hurt it at all.
Impmssed Drona asked
archer, Ekavya, where he

Favours to big businesses
like Adani “cuts off the CULTURE had learnt to use the bow.
thumbs™ of and small

businesses, while schemes like Agniveer
and lateral entry into government jobs are
akdin to cutting off the thumbs of backwarnds
and the poor who seek jobs, Rahul said.

Eklavya, the brave Nishad

The basic version of the story is as fiol-
lows: Eklavya, a brave Nishad boy, went to
Dronacharya, a great archer and teacher to

heconsid-
ered Drona his teacher. Realising that Eklawya.
could beat even his best disciple Arjuna,
Drona decided o destroy Eklavya's talent.
S0 he asked for his gurr dakshing, the
mandatory fee that a disciple must pay his
teacher fior his education — Eklavya's right
thumb, without which he would not be able
touse the bow. Without a thought, Eklavya
cutoff his thumb and presented it to Drona.

Eklavya, from the book Indian Tales of
the Great Ones by Cornelia Sorabji.
Wikimned'ia Cormamons

The warrior’s life story

The story of Eklavya before and after this
epizode is not thatwell known. Buteven af-
ter Drona claimed his thumb, Eklavya's

undiminished. Lord Krishna would tell
Arjuna that Eklavya fought in “leathern
gloves”, and was a fearsome sight to behold.

Eklavya's story, including hls eventual

with the Kauravas. Among these warriors
that He killed was Eklavya,” Das said,

Interpretations of the legend
The legend of Elda_vya [ usuallyseen as

Killing by Lord Kri: hm
Parva and Drona

Eklavyawas the son —some i of

an instance of the pper castes
and c]assl:s restricting all klww‘]l:dgﬂ to

the legend say that he was adopted — of
Hiranyadhanu, the king of Nishads. a tribal
people who lived in the mountains and
forests, and were engaged in activities like
hunting and carching fish.

Hira

the , and inflicting h on
thiose fror
dared to still learn, The attempt was to
maintain monopoly over skill and talent,
and to eliminate challengers from outside
the charmed circle.

But the which contains

of Jarasandha, the king of Magadha.
Jarasandha was a sworn enemy of Lord
Krishna's, and attacked His kingdom,
Mathura, numerous times,

“Eklavya was eventually killed by
Krishna, though his death is not described in
great detail,” [itamitra Das, a senior preacher
atdm]Sl(CQNu:mpluhNewahi'sEasml
Kailash, tokd The Indian E

perhaps the most sophisticated ideas on
right and wrong ever written, shuns easy
binaries, The conduct and action of its char-
acters are framed as questions of duty: what
was a person’s duty, or dharmao, in a given
situation, and did they uphold it? What

his dealing with Eklavya: Drona was the
royal beacher, and thus his duty was toen-
sure, by every means available, that there:
‘wias no rival to the princes in the land.

However, his duty compelled him b
such lengths also because he made a ‘'mis-
take” — instead of his royal charges coming
to his ashrom to study, Drona went to their
palace, and could thus never fully rid him-
seff of his obligation to them.

Also, in many retellings of the Mahe-
bharata, D
ness for Arjuna — hised
that competition to Arjuna, and not neces-
sarily o all princes, was eliminated,

Inthe story of Eklavya, there is of course:
the tragic hero aspect. But he did go ahead
‘with ‘accepting’ Drona as his guru, even af-
ter the latter had rejected him. A guru
teaches not just warfare, but also the rules:
and limits of using those powers — some-
-taught Eldavya missed outon.

“In the Mahabharata, I(nsllna tells
Arjuna that even before the Kurukshetra
War began, He (Krishna) had killed many
mighty generals who would have sided

epaperindianexpressicom I .

These are complex questions. The ver-
slnn that sun'nms in popular memaory has

1 power —
to make an appcarancl: in modern parlia-

were the consequences of their actions?
Drona fthel thingt
but he side of the
the greatwar, as his duty lay with the [han‘
of Hastinapur, on which sat D
father Dhritarashtra,
i y iedto  mentary
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Closing the Gulf circle

Modi's visit to Kuwait, the first by an Indian prime minister in more than four decades, is an important
first step in upping Delhi's game in a Middle East poised for deep structural change

BY C RAjA MOHAN

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's visit to
Furwait this weekend will cose the last gapin
India's expanded diplomatic engagement
with the Gulf region that is so vital to the
country's security and prosperity. Modi will
be the first prime minister to visit Kuwait in
more than four decades. His visit comes soon
after the fall of the Assad dynasty in
Damascus, whose consequences could in-
wolve a radical restructuring of the regional
order in the Middle East.

‘When the [raqi leader Saddam Hussein
invaded and occupied Kuwait in August
1990, the coalition government in Delhi was
50 paralysed by the event that it could not
bring itself to unambiguousky condemn the
Eact that Saddam Hussein had sought towipe
out Kunwait as a sovereign nation from the
mapoft East I isi ibletoe
cape the parallel with the Indian reluctance
to criticise the Soviet occupation of

Afghanistan in 1979, and the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022
Ther, as now, ittle i Tit-

icism of the government's refusal to con-
demn Saddam Hussein's unacoeptable ag-
gression by India's political class or the
foreign policy elibe. Many arguments were
of that Sacdam | i
"provoked” or “trapped” into invading
Kunwait — somewhat similar to the argument
that Brezhnev had no option but to send
troops to Afghanistan and Putin was pro-
woked to attad Ukraine.

- L)

M

Despite much goodwill for India in the
conservative Gulf monarchies and the grow-
ing energy imports and labour exports, Delhi
tended to view themn through the prism of
Pakistan and struggled to dewlnp a pusll:nrr:

strategy. Ther

Kuwait, unsurprisingly, was acasualty from
India"s Iraq policy during 1990-91. It was
well into the 2000s, when high level visits
berween Kuwait and India resumed. After
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s visit to
Kuwait in 1981, Vice President Hamid
Ansari's visit to Kuwait in 2009 was the
highest visit,

Even as the Gulf's energy, economic, and
security salience grew in the 21st century,
the region remained low on India's diplo-
matic priorities. During the UPA's decade-
lm\g rule, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

5t ial nation, India
= deeply committed to the inviolability of
territorial sovereignty s the core principle
of international relations. Delhi was reluc-
tant to condemnn these invasions because
Saddam Hussein's [ra and Brezhnew's Soviet
Union were, and Vladimir Putin's Russiaisa
chose partner of India. Many countries don't
like criticising their partners, India is not
ciples and interests. All countries doiit. ndia’s
problem in 1990 was not about hypocrisy
that is endemic in international relations.
Part of the problem was in assessing and
dealing with the geopolitical implications
and consequences of Saddam Hussein's at-
tempt to annex Kuwait. The Gulf Arabs as
well as Egypt and Syria got together to sup-
part amassive American expeditionary army
toforce Saddam cate the ocou-

visited feountries one time each —
Oman, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. The Modi
years have seen a definitive change. The PM
has visited the region frequently — seven
times to the UAE, two times each to Qatar
and Saudi Arabia, and once to Bahrain and
Orman, His travels to Kuwait this weekend
closes the cirdle on this comprehensive en-
gagement. The past feww months have seen
preparations for Modi's visit with the ex-
change of visits by the two foredgn ministers
setting the stage for the PM's travel. High-
lewel wisits areonly one metric of the engage-
mient between any two nations.
What we have seen in the last decade is
the gualitative transformation in ties be-
tween India and the Gulf monarchies — from
strong personal rapport between the PM and
the Gulf rulers to the intensity of commer-

picd territories and restore the sovereignty
of Kuwait within a year.

Another element of India's problem was
its well-established affinity with Ba'athist
beaders like Saddam Husseinin the Middle
East Hafez al Assad and his son Bashar are
part of that Arab tradition as well In the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, Delhi was
comfortable with the radical nationalist
Arab Republics that espoused pan-frabism,
socialism, secularism, anti-imperialism,
and anti-Fionism. But the Ba'athists tragi-
cally turned out to be extremely authoritar-
ianas well

KiranjoT KAUR

[ and from security partner-
ships o connectivity projects. The Arab Gulf
today has emerged as one of the highest
strategic priorities for Delhi. Few other rela-
tions of India have transformed as dramati-
cally as Delhi's ties with the Arab Guif na-
tions over the last decade.

Itisentirely accidental that the PWs visit
to Buneait comes days after the swift collapse
of the last Ba‘athist ruber in Syria. If India's
ties with Kuwait were troubled by Delhi's
dalliance with the Ba'athists, the fall of the
Assad dynasty marks the long overdue po-
litical booster shot for India's relations with
Kuwait. The downfall of Assad also under-

Deeper engagement with the
maxderate Arab states
demands better appreciation
of their core concerns in
Delhi. This, in turn, wi
involve discarding many of
the old Indian premises
about the region. Delhi also
needs a clear assessment of
the hierarchy of
contradictions between the
muoderate Arab states and
the non-Arab powers of the
region — Iran, Israel, and
Turkey. The moderate Arab
states have no desire to
restore the Ottoman
imperial hegemony over
their lands or acquiesee in
Persian claims for regional
primacy. Nor do they want
radical Islamist republicans
to replace the Ba'athist
Republics and sow regional
chaos. They deeply

resent Israel’s refusal to
accomimeodate the
Palestinian concerns.

R Sastkummar

lines the tragedy of Ba"athist republics that
turned into horrible dictatorships in which
the security services brutalised the popula-
tions. The monarchies, which were once re-

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Global commodity prices remain low, taking pressure off inflation and the
import bill, and growth prospects seem to have improved as industrial activity
gains craction and downside risks to the crop outlook subside. But that is

where the growth story ends and risks start emerging”

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

Preparing for
Trump 2.0

India would have to weigh its choices — between
spending limited budget on costly US hi-tech
versus atmanirbharta in defence manufacturing

A<

SUTAN CHINOY

WITH THE TRUMP presidency around the
cormer, there is much speculation about its
impacton analready uncertain intemational
situation. Cmcmay see a reduced proclivity

espedally
with respect o so-called human rights and
democratic freedoms, Defence cooperation,

onthe other hand, is likely todeepen,
Although the Biden administration had
dispatched the multinole F-35A Join Strike
Fightter to participate at the Aero India 2023
shiow and had offered the MIM-104 Patriot
surface-to-air{ SAM) missile system and the
Terminal High Altitude Arca Defence
[THAAD) advanced anti-ballistic missile de-

thewaorid, have
turned out to be less repressive than the
Republicsin the Middle East.

Some of them, including Saudi Arabiaand
the United Arab Emirates, are now undertak-
ing significant reform that seeks to promaote
religious moderation, social modernisation,
and economic transition away from oil rev-
enues. On all these counts, the Arab Gulfis a
natural parrncr fior Indla Meamwhile,
Pakistan b wplicating fac-

Indians are reported to have illegally en-
tered the LS in 2022-2023. India might have

of Ifit prompe action
against human trafficking, that would be
the silver lining. India should also prepare
to deal with possible demands by Trump's
evangelist constituency for relaxations in
India's visa policy.

Fast records poink to the likelihood of
higher customs duties on India's export of
automobiles, textiles and pharmaceuticals,
as partof an America First agenda. After all,
it was a Trump administration that in-
creased import duties on steel and alu-
minfum and withdrew GSP trade prefer-
ences for India. At the same time, a tough
pasture on trade issues with China could
create new oppartunities for [ndian ex-
porters. Renewed emphasis on “friend-
shoring™ of supply chains could lead toa
manufacturing spart in India.

Climate action goals may receive a set-
back with the expected reorientation to-
wvards fossil fuels. There could be fresh LIS

fence system, India’s acquisition of the ¢ iatoincrease i Us
RusslanS—tlﬂDmpum:dly cmalz:d cdum:al oil and gas.

and strategic e 1, apart Private players like Elon Musk, a strong
from US concerns about d o Trur ‘Thielwho
Russia, Since 2016, when the US Wadcd played a key role inthe sebection of | D Vance
India to a “Major Defence Fa rtnc)‘ and  asVice-presidential nominee, are entrepre-
granted it Strategic Trade : 1 illk i {technalo-

[ STATier-1) status, Indian companies have
become an integral — although this is still
at anascent stage — part of the value chain
fior US aircraft manufacturers. Major US
Original Equipment Malu.dactulcrs-'DEMs]

as Loc tinand al-

tor in Delhi’s relations with the Arab monar-
chies that now attach hlghr:rwcu;ht to ties

ready oollaborating with Indian companies.
Under Trump, the LI'S sunlikely totake any

with India miod- stepsthat o hains and
:lamcll\r.i:stams—mdudngg'ththulf operating margins of US defence conglom-
Jordan, and Moroooo — acquires a new im- erates anchored in India.

partance amidst the scramble for post-Assad
Syria and the inevitabde reordering of the
Middle East.

Deeper engagement with the moderate
Arab states demands better appreciation of
their core concerns in Delhi This in tum will
involve discarding many of the old Indian
premises about the region. Delhi alsoneedsa
clear assessment of the hierarchy of contra-
dicti nthe Arabs states

fran,
Esrael, and Turkey. The moderate Arab states
ha\n:nn desine to restone the Ottoman i impe-
their landsor acquiesce in
Persian claims for regional primacy. Mor do
they weant radical Islamist republicans o re-
place the Ba'athist Republics and smer regional
chaps. They deeply resent [srael's refusal o
accommaodate the Palestinian concerns. A
muore flexible Israel could make it easier for
the moderate Arab states to build coopera-
tion with the Jewdsh state in stabilising the
Diddle East. Having bet on hopes for positive
i Arah states
in the form of the Abraham Accords, India
ought to nudge Tel Awiv in the direction of ac-
commeaodation. Modi's visit to Kuwait, then,
mast be seen as animportant first stepinup-
ping [ndia’s game in a Middle East poised for
deep structural change.

The writer is contributing editor on
international affzirs for The Indian Express

An internal matter of Sikhs

Indirecting Sukhbir Badal to do penance, Akal Takht crossed no red lines

YOGENDRA YADMV [IE, DDI:L‘mI:Il:r 10, The
diminution of a i at in the

Ts for Ahukam-
teed Sikhs not cial

events that unlumat Akal Takht Sahib in
Amritsar, three red lines have been crossed,
First o the AkakiD 3
ulartoa religious party; second, the constitu-
tional propriety of the proceedings; and third,
propriety of the Akal Takht in political mat-
ters. The Abali Dal started as a religious party
im 1920 and its core has always been Sikhs.
Even though the Akali Dal watched Sikh in-
terests, its approach has been secular, notin-
Fringing on the interests of other communi-
ties That is because the Sikh religion rejects
:Inrmuns in society on the hasis dm]lgml
imeach human being and warmly embraces
people from different refigions and cultures,
welcoming them to Sikh sacred spaces. If
“Yadav means “secular™ that is minus religion,
then Congress, Shiv Sena, the ruling party BJP
should also raise concerns because they
‘openly practise Hindu refigion in government
public programmes.

or political dealing with Dera Sirsa Sadh for
imipersonating as Guru Gobind Singhwas the
core issue, The “secular” Akali Dal President
‘Sukhbir Singh Badal, also deputy CM Punjab
then, manipulated and pressured the
Jathedars of five Takhis to forgive the Sadh
‘without him seeking an apology, thereby
fouting tradition maryada.

i o him, but the de-
cision had to be rescinded when Sikh masses
stood up against it, making the movement of
religious and political leaders among com-
maon peophe almost impossible. This was fol-
lowed by the sacrilege of the Guru Granth
Sahlbl:meamandﬁ\cNGllg\:run’nmm
in power did not act against them. Instead,

palice fired at thy ful Sk
protesters, killing two young Sikhs. State er-
rorismand palice fake encounters of the 1980
isan openwound. Parkash Singh Badal as OM
of Punjab at that point in time is seen as re-
spunslb]c for not ensuring justice for Sikhs,

notvery o withthe
Sikh doctrine and traditions is Ekely to miss
the nuances of the public hearing of Sukhbir
Singh Badal, President of the Shiromani Alali
Diall. Yadav's hasic argument is to separate re-
ligion from politics. He vaguely refers to the
concept of Mir Firi, comparing it withthead-
went of modem-day babus, yogis and swamis

was such that the Sild vote started
drifting away from the Akali Dal and the party
started losing its core vote bank.
From 2017 onwards, the fall was swift.
The AAP was the Aluke gainer. This is when
wic\s within Akali Dal became vociferous,

imthe BJF regime. n actually orig-
imated because the “secular” Akali Dal post
the 1995 Moga conference, i tly

ng introspection and course cormection.
A gruupofscmur Icad:rs went toAkal Takht
secking fi ammunity fior

h:mg silent partners in the anti-Sikh deci-
ingh Badal, then CM

| |

Punjab, and Sukbhir Singh Badal beginning
in 2007. There was no option but for Akal
Takht to summon Sukhbir Singh Badal and
seek hisexplanation. Badal admitted to “be-
ing guilty” on all accounts. He was sum-
moned acoording to Sikh menyeda and what
followed was soul stirring.

For mary Sikhs, it brought a sense of clo-
sure to the anger that was simmering for
over adecade. The community may not for-
give easily but a beginning has been made,
if the Akali Dal undergoes its penance with
humility. Historically, the Akal Takht repre-
sents the Sikh doctrine of Mir Piri, Like the
body takes guidance from the soul for it's
actions, temporal issues should take guid-
ance from spiritual principles for harmony
in society. The actions of a person living in
a diverse society should be for sarbat do
bhala, well being of everyone. Politics
shuuld Ix: based on higher values of social

d inclusivil the

Supreme Court that in the People's
Representation Act 1951, there is no express
prowision which bars associations with reli-
gious connotations from registering them-
selves as political parties and that as per
Section 294 of the Act, political parties are re-
quired to abide by the principle of “secular-
ism". The afficlavit filed by the EC alsosays "ex-
isting political parties which are having
religious connotation have become Jlegacy
names as they have been in existence for
decades’” The Constitution is not in conflict
with the ideology of the Alali Dal.

At the same time, mamy OEMs view
India’s scale of procurement as sub-opti-
mal. This may explain their reluctance to in-
west in [ndian manufacturing facilities.

 in instances where manufactur-
ing in India is made an integral part of the
acquisition criteria, US companies can be
expected tofallin line alongside otherven-
dors. For example, Lockheed Martin ap-
pears willing to manufacture the F-21 in
India as the Request For Proposal | RFF) for
the Multi-Role Fighter .'\lrrral't [MRFA) is
likely to mandate sucha Sig

gies to promote thedr business interests in
the defence and national security sector,
through Starlink/SpaceX and Palantir.
Musk's push for lower entry barriers for
satellite broadband services and Tesla elec-
tric vehicles in India may receive a shot in
the anm. IF Trump molls back strict emission
standards in the US market and fulfils his
“anti-EV" promise, attention could quickly
shift tosecuring other markets for Tesla, in-
cluding in India’s growing automobile ssoor.
Al policy in the US is also likely to be
driven by prominent Trump supporters,
including Elon Musk and Marc
Andreessen. Az a falbout of the geopolit-
cal contestation with China, the Trump ad-
ministration may create more firewalls
around Alinnovation in the US. This could
still lead to some opportunities for India
o secure open access to Al innovation in
US labs and provide greater scope for
Indian start-ups to build Al applications
wsing LS open-source models. India's laree
talent pool i tive for the LS,

Sauer has announced its interest in setting
upa 100 per cent owned manufachuring en-
tity for making assault rifles in India be-
cause, inthis case, the scale of procurement
is considerable. US OEMs seem (o prefer

Cwill aviation is one of the fastest-grow-
mgsacbms mh\dla,wlhmmatﬁdmun:
thar ymesticand i
wmdmwlﬂmhslmmnth]nma
mcngag:ﬂn:Trmpadmmmmnde—

whol subsidiariesin tur develop-
profit-sharing or transfer of technology  ment, production and servicing of passen-
( Tl) to joint wenbure partners. ger aircraft. India should also seek deeper

et overall, the Trump administration is

likedy to be less inhibited about high-tech

sa]cs to India, given its geopolitical contes-

ith China Endia would b igh

ltschcm:cs carefully, between spending a
L

ritwith the'Sin space technolo-
gies, building on th Asdom Mission 4 initia-
tive which will deliver an Indian astronaut
to the Intermational Space Station in 2025
Thereisa case for cluscrcnllahmanun on
earthobser chasNISARas

costly

atmanirbharta in defence manufacturing.

Stricter H-18B viza rules could impact
the operating margins of Indian IT firms
but the focus of the new US administra-
tion is likely to be on illegal immigrants,
With Republicans controlling the politi-
cal firmament, stability in decision-mak-
ing, a stronger dollar and possible cuts in
corporate tax rabes may, in fact, benefit

well zsIndia's planned mission to Vens, the
manned Moon mission and the develop-
ment of an Indian space station.
Speculation: i the retum
of President Trum p to power heralds fresh

with the S,

The weriter is the director generml of the

Indian companies. Manohar Perrikar Institute for Defence
Indians make up the third largest group Sndfies and Analyses, New Dethi

ofillegal immigrants inthe LIS, Over 90,000 Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLARITY NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the article, *Scholars
without borders' (IE, December 17). In
this revenue mode], journals accept and
publish papers submitted by scholars
and charge those who want to read
them. Research institutes also subscribe
to these journals, so scholars can avail
allthe papers through their libraries. As
fees increase, Bbrarians band upincon-
sortia to increase their bangaining power
at negotiations, ONOS replaces these
consortiawith the: mnauu]gw:rmncnt

The third point, the SGPC.isa Tat-

; jourmals o p fo

ically elected body of the Sikhs that man-
ages historical Sikh gurdwaras according to
the Act of 1925. However, it also takes up
religious and political issues that have di-
rect hearing on the Sikhs. Akal Takht is also
under its management. However, the
Jathedarof Akal Takht is: nota constituticnal

Thrclugl\ centuries this is the place where

position. It oo yand tra-
ditions and = non-negotiable. The jethedaor

Sikhs gather to resolve their religious and
paolitical issues. In fact, the Akali Dal was
bornat Akal Takht Sahib and itwill remain
accountable to itunless they no longer rep-
resent the Sikhs.

Coming tothe second point. A PILwas filed
by Syed Waseem RAZ\M seeking dm:cums to
the Election G
and symbaolsof politic i igi
connotations. The EC filed a response to.a no-
tice by a bench compromising Justice MR
Shah and Justice Krishna Murari in the

isa f the Sikhs, accountable
to the Panth and committed to uphaolding
panthak maryada. Contrary to what Yaday
says, the event at the Akal Takht is totalhy an
internal matter of Akali Dal and Sikhs,
Hindus and other communities have noth-
ing to do with it. If the hukommnama is fol-
bowwed sincerely, it will set the tone for re-
vival of Akali Dal. All political parties agree
that Punjab needs the Akali Dal.

The writeris member, SCPCAmritsar

epaperindianexpressicom I I

oacress them. This could be beneficial
for underfunded government institu-
tions but it isn’t specified how ONOS
would be implemented and how it
ort efforts tom h
open-access. We need more clarity on

this to evaluate its effectiveness.
Sanlcar Paul, Nadia

A PRESSING PROBLEM

THIS REFERS TO the article, "/ crisis in
the making (IE, December 17}, India's
increasing popalation, while often re-
garded as a positive factor, also means
dealing with challenges like deteriorat-
ing health, nutrition, and underdevel-
oped skill sets. The writer peints at mal-
mutrition, anaemia and stunted growth,

particularly among women and chil-
dlcn.and declim'r@cdl.ﬂlimst.nﬂards
hilems.
'I'hcsccuuld result in a country losing
out on development and progress. The
writer suggestsinclusive sto-
weards fiood security and health welfare
as well as skill formation initiatives to
overcome these problems, If actions
arem’t Talnm soon, the country can end
up itsdemographicdividend
into a demographic nightmare.
Hansuja Thwary, Farma

HUSSAIN'S LEGACY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Thank
wou, Ustad' (I, December 17). As news
about the legendary tabla maestro Zakir
Hussain started circulating, what stood
out was how everyone began recalling
his music as a divine force that would
defy mortality. His art was a unifying
foroe and the comipelling power of his
rmussic transcended refigion and culture,
The grand legacy Hussain leaves behind
of recorded work will remind us of how
the musical genius elevated the percus-
sion instrument to glorous heights, This
could not have been imagined even in
the time of his father Ustad
Allarakha who mentored him, Let his
begacy live on.

Khokan Das, Kolam

ol | | ]
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When Colombo
comes calling

President Dissanayake's visit should allay
fears of a Sri Lankan pivot towards China

tisslgnificant that Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake used his first meeting with
Prime Minister Narendm Modi to convey an
assurance that his government will not allow Sri
Lankan soil to be used against Indian interests. It is also
significant that, ata time when the leaders of Nepal and
the Maldives have moved away from the convention
of travelling first to India after assuming office,
Dissanayake chose India for his first foreign trip.
In some witys, this is the resultof India’s outreach to
Dissanayake and his Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
party in the months preceding the presidential and
general ebections in Sri Lanka, when it became evident
that the political tide was turning in the island nation,
Dissanayake also conveyed Sri Lanka's appreciation for
the economicald worth nearly $4 billion that was
provided by India during the unprecedented economic
crisis two yenrs ago, and New Delhi, for its part, pledged
tocontinue supporting Colombo's econormic
stabilisation efforts and announced several grants
to further ease the pressure on the S Lankan
rnment, The le sphere isone area where
the Indian government's tmely assistance has gone
down well with the Sri Lankan leadership, especially as
China's response — both in terms of actual nssistance
anel debt restructuring — has been found o be wanting,
Indlia also used DMssanayake's visit to flag two |ssues
thatare of importance to New Delhi — the activities of
Chinese surveillance vessels in regional waters and
their berthing in Sri Lankan ports, and the need to
address the aspirations of the island’s Tamil minority,
especially their demand for meantngful devolution of
power through the implementation of constitutional
proviskons and the holding of local elections. Colombo’s
responses on both indicated that this is a workin
progress, though Indian officials pointed 1o
Di ke's acknowledgment of the support he
garnered in ‘Tamil-dominated areas and the attendant
expectation that he would address the aspirations of
Tarmils. India also urveiled several mensures to ramp
up security and strategic cooperation, inchiding the
supply of military platforms and cooperation in
hydrography and maritime security — steps that appear
clearly aimied at countering Chinese influence.
Theoptics of the visit were encouraging and should
set at rest fears that Dissanayake and JVP, which was
hostile to India in the past, could pivot Colombo closer to
Beijing. Dissanayake will next travel to Chinaand that
wisit will be keenly watched in New Delhi,

Ministerial blues
haunt Mahayuti

issentwithin the Mahayuti is out in the open after
Dclmrnﬂnhwrmmndm Fadnavis expanded

hils team of ministers on Sunday. This was not
entirely unexpected since the legislators who failed to
land a ministry included heavyweights such as Chhagan
Bhujbal and Dilip Walse-Pal, Considering that all
Mahayuti constituents — the Bharatiya Janata Party,
ShivSenaand the Nationalist Congress Party (NCF) —
did well in the pﬂlll numerous mindsterinl aspirnts
were expected to ple factors, including
region and caste, are considered toensure the rght
social mix in the ministry, That logic, however, has not
impressed thosewho missed berths, Many stayed away
when 39 mindsters were inducted into the ministry on
Sunday. In Nashik, Bhujbal's supporters blocked traffie
and torched vehicles. The senior leader, a critic of the
demand for a Maratha quota, stressed his credentials as
an OBC leader toguestion his exclusion from the
ministry. Eknath Shinde, who had gone intoa sulk when
he lostouton the CM's office, has come out with an
ingenious plan to contain the dissent within his party —
the Sena plans to colkeet signed affidavits from irs
ministers that they will quit office midway into their
tenure. The ostensible reason is to enable the party and
CMwdropunderperformers, These affidavits have no
legal sanctity but serve asa balm to legislators who
missed out inthis round.

Thedisgruntlement within the Sena and NCP suggests
the nature of politics today — a secular non-deology
based approach to capturing power (which has meant
splits such as those that saw these versions of the Sena
anel NCP being ereated), cascades down into legislators
holding parties o ranson. The alliance will need to ride
the storm without letting it impact governance. The fact
that the arithmetic is overwhelmingly in the Mahayuti's
favour will male the task easier.

OPINION

HTiod

The disenchantment
with the secular ideal

The secular ethos
envisaged in the
Constitution should
be the foundation for
governing India

i December L2, through

an interdim order, a

three-judge bench of the

Supreme Court, led by

the eurrent Chiel Jus-

tiee of India Sanjiv
Khanna, delivered a brief respite
i it the rising tide of commmnal-
ism. The bench has temporarly
barred trial courts From admitting
petitlons and passing “elTective
orders” allowing surveys in cases
related to the Places of Worship Act,
1EHN until the validity of the 1991 w
Is determined. In so doing, the
Supreme Court has pat a temporary
lid on the Pandora’s box apened by
former Chiel Justice Dharanjaya ¥
Chandrachud's observations in Ihr
Gyanvapl mosque case thst merely
allowing a “survey” did not vielate
the Places of Worship Act.

Bt this resplte may well be short-
lived. Open majoriarianksm and
shirtl] bigotry are now the dominant
ctiltunre of our polty. We are allowing
Ui b brmmalorm us from a soclety
thuat, in b8 Founding moment, awdn-
clously atempted 1o bulld a sense of
clvicness on the basis of mutual
respect and tole rance boumd by con-
stitational values of secularism into

ane that has fallen prey to Insecure,
aggressive pettiness, The plethor of
itions to cxamine whether tem-
phes stood where mosques do and
reinterpeet history are an outcome of
this, The vickence in Sambhal after
the survey team wrrived in late
Mnvermber ks just o foeting ghimgse of
whit could lie abead, To confromt
this malalse, we desperately neod io
restore our secular ethos, The real
traggeddy is that secularism woday has
very few champlons,
I wmsint always tls wiy,
O Decernber 6, when Tndia
marked the 32nd snniver:
anry of the demolition of the
Babri Masjld, socal media

It ks o measure of how far wie have
come that secularism today has no
defenders. Those who nlpculs fin its
mame are labelled “antl-Hindu®, Its
core value — the principled distance
between the State and relighon — has
lew tukers,

This is partly o consequence ol
compelitive party politles that
reduced the seoular deal o a pollties
of appensement and vote banks, thus
openlng the doors for secularism's

politkcal oppoments o dele-
glulmise the ideal while
siimiilaneously legitimising
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ak the
alternative. This i Hin-
dutva's core appeal. But its

was full of newspaper arth Yamini real success hos been its
ches and debates of the time. Alyar ability toeffectively trap the
“Nation's Shame™ is how ideological  opposition,
Indta Toduy described the ﬁuminu o respond 1o the
actof demalitkon, capturing Indutva uggernaut
the fact that even as the momentwas  through the prism of religiosity
heing celebrated in some quarters,  rather than a reclarmation of the con-

there remained active politlcal core
testation, This coniestation was
Framed within the grammar of our
constitutional, secalar cthes and ltis
this that generated Lthe pressure, at
U el ghat o the Ram Junmabhoomi
movement, for Parllament to pass
the Places of Worship Act. 00, This
was acknowbedged in the Ayodhya
Julgment that observed Ut the Act
was “Intrinsically related to the obli-
gatlons of o secular State...to pre-
serve mnd prodect the equal ity of all
Fadths na an essentinl constitutional
value®.

stitutional ieal. This is best illis-
irivied through the Congress whase
own compliciyy in undermining the
secular princlple is well recognised.
Post-2014, ence the P and Hin-
v enserged dominant, the Con-
gress, Noundering on the back ol lis
own nsscsament of beinga “Muslim
panty”, apent yesrs playing with the
iz ol wolft e tardnndsm, seeking
10 prove its Hindw credenilals and
remva imed remarika by reticent when
it eame o defending civil liberties
and rights of Mudims,

Mo recently, Rahal Gandhi's lde-

ologleal response to Hindutva has
become sharper. However, it is a
response that has carefully avaided
the political vocabulary of secular-
{sm, choosing instead to draw on the
grammar of religlon to distinguish
between " Hinduism” of | bl
erance and Hindutva. This is a criti-
il dialogue that India must have,
However. in the politlcal realm, it
falls short. For it lalls to articulate
ardd defend norms to govern and
practice wleranoe and coexistence in
society.

The secular ethos envisaged in the
Constitution = that wll relighons are
equal In the eyes of the law ad that
the State shall not propagate ome par
tlewilar roligon — provided the foun-
dation for governing a society that
negotintes multiple identities to
coexist in security and harmony. 1t is

this ethos In our rullty that pushed
Parliament to defend the constitu-
tioral ideal and legislate the Places of
Warship Act, 1961, The awarencss
that a continwal rekindling of dis-
jputed pasts and the remaking of his-
tory will only besd us to a path of vie:
berice i histe-motivated s legala:
thon. I was o political response o the
palithes of resentment and based on
thi recognition that the secular cthis
must shape our noms of govern-
e,

The Supreme Court has glven Lhe
COUNEY lemporary nespite. Our pol-
Tty mmdd sockety must shed its disen-
chantisent with the secular deal and
restore its ethos, It is not too late,

Yarmind Adyae b o visking sen o
fllow at Brwin Untvirsity,
The views exgirensed are persanal

Pragmatism undergirds
New Delhi’s China policy

8 Jukshandar and his Chinese courler-

1 Whang ¥i and the other between

n:{m:rmlmiun Tajnath Singh anc Chinee

Do Jus, bl lt the

reset of Indin-China relations is procosding

apace. Natiomal Security Adviser Ajlt Dowal (s

inChina 1o hobd talks with China's for-

wlgn minister Wang ¥i wndor the Specinl Rep-

resentatives mechnniam to address pending
border s,

The problems between the two, aggravaied
by Chinese actions in eastern Ladakh. had
compicated bilateral relations, Thr 1rnd1m
e waas two-tered, invalvi
and coonomic ties, On the security (v mL Nrw
Delhi took nuanced steps, nstead of escala:
thans It masbehid thie Chinese deplaymont on
its slde of the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
and pivoted lis millitary's ol
from l’uklswal to China. h

hie outeome of two recent meetings,
I o betwoen extermil wililrs minlsser

ment with ﬁn.llnll:d Slmn

On the econormlc side, India inten-
slfled palldes w restrict Chinese
it activities [n Tndin. Inchiding
investment sereening, produuct bans
and tax investigations. Approvalsal
Chinese proposals became rare in
thewake of the Galwan clash and the
process intensified in 2023 when
horder negotiations toroll back the
2020 Chinese actions yielded no
resulis, Chinese motor vehicle compankes
secking 1o invest billions of dollars in India
were blocked. Indin also banned over 350 Chi-
e mobdle apps,

Direct ﬂluluslu ullnu mu-hulu-d il Lax.

Mano|
Joshi

thielr ability to copture a signillcant section of
thie Androdd smartphone narket.

The Chilvese policy pukd off when in 2024
Indkan officlals 1 tabdrgga difTerend wrock.
In January.a top department for the prome-
Hon of Industry and internal tride buresucral
Rinted thit India could case restrictions on
Chinese investments IF peace on the border
conld be schloved, | v, the Feonomic
Survry tabied in Parliament duringthe budget
session in July aoted that India needed 1o
boosi ts global exporis and could either inte-
grate into China's supply chains or seek for-
elgn direct investment (FDI) from there. It
saikd that “focusing on FDI from China secms
more promising”. The FDI route could also
help arrest the trade deficit tat [ndia had
with China. [ts top export partmer.

In August, Ching's Global Thnes reporsed
that Indla had begun approving Chinese
Investment proposals in dectron e manulsc
turing with relation 1o two companies, Lux-
share and Huagin Technologles. These, the
newspaper nobed, were U liest such
apparenals i recent Umes. Ln Nover-
ber, NIt Aayog CED BVR Subiah-
mangam had said Indln should be

URSULA VON DER LEYEN

W
Now, we (the EU) have
ue our direct eng

at Tahrir al-Sh
Daesh (the Is]
is real. We ¢

ystep up and
nent with
the risk of

1ic State terror group)
‘tlet this happen

Simultaneous polls are
an imperative for India

armendment bls to usher in simulta-
neous elections is o slgndficant
moment for India's storked parllamentary

ollawling the Unon Cabinet's approval,
I ; the Introduction in Parllament of

fram five tosix years. This was done singu-

larly U Inicliras G

ment could continue with its Emergency

negginve, wi thout having to face an election.
Thi Congress party's premature dismissal

democricy. Whe . “one nition,

parl of the Reglonal C
Economic Partnership (RCEP) as
wellas the Comnthmuvoamlm
Ewr.ﬁgmml r Trams-Pacific

rtnership (CPTPP). India had
pullexl oun ur RCEP after entering
negodiations in 2003, fearing that its
manufacturing sector would suffer on
aecountof China.

Irva's, paraygemetic: a pproach to China, wiikch
his bed o full discngagement at Chinese
blockide polis in Laaakn Iaslulwﬁxm-d

hinese

n.»

| nnil Uhary were b 1 from
Nnwdii's B rbals, ndla also blocked all visas
for Chilnese nationals since 2020, cven thowgh
s it projects thit needed Chinese advisers
and technicians,

Anodber aspoct of Tndian policy win o give
an additonal Bl o the domestic ccomomy
through messares like the Production Linked
Incentives (PLI) to attract companies that
wanteel 0 lawve China, The PLT icheme is bon-
eficinl but will take time as well as continsed
supply-chain Hiks wo China to be succesaful,

The Chinese reaction was quite different. IF
Inddia chase not 1o csealate things milltarily,
Beijing sought to do the same on the eco-
nomic front. I sought to persuade India o
separate the border issue from those relating
o the economy an &-nplu S o thes.
Geoods Imports from China surged 56% sl noe

Galwan, and India’s trade deficit with China
has Iwulr.l)‘ dwblttllwmmllun. 50 Belfing
Tins oot bty corgelad i oy e 'r

fihe Chinise & e mmn

lsgy Lhata blarviaet be ch
_“Ill wis hisrmful. Lnstead of | nnhirmhusl
Do I the other direction, it Is carclully
llhldllluulwuwunm For example, it s

Section” will reelaim the sanctity and
nplril nf‘mlr{.m,dluthn |quum||lud I’y
ol ou

the comtext of llmlllﬂrwoul P|R‘!bnl. T||lﬂ
alsoroiterates Prime Minister (PM) Narendn
Modi's commitment to further strengthon
cooperative federalism and consolidite
mathor-bal ding,

The historic Constituent Assembly, which
:pnmud nmly Illm: yenrs, wus tasked vrhh

of s-{wrmrmn

ous elections, which had prevailed since 1952,

The Election Commission of India (ECT), in
1983, od simullaneous ehections, but
the then Congress government decided
aginst it The Law Commision of India, in
1548, hended by justice BP Jecvan Heddy, who
had been x judge at the Supreme Cowrt, sald

stitation, The wlmllmlma\mhlymm
witnessed the finest minds of the time delib-
erute and discuss a wide range of topics lke
the Prewmbie, untouchabilty, uniform chvil
code, right 1 cquality, and federl-
Isth among other arcas of National

a dlause

From ftm with i io M0V Chikrese shia redvilel-
ing will no longer require government
approval, But, it s also planning to set up a
post-investment mondioring framework that

will involve tracking the activitics of Chinesc:
companies. [ has also taken steps to facilite
business visas for Chinese technicians, who
were needed by Indian manufac 8

" I, very
there secmy o have been o detublod
diabague nor debate on siavuliane-
ous elections, Our Constibuti on crea:
tors probmbily felt thit a symelironous R
cyche of simultancous clections wivs
the nistural way forward and this
m:uld.heruumnd They could not

panies imvalved in PLI schomes,

Iridia camot be abliviois to the ke that
Beijing's industrial policies, which New Delhi
I bekatedly trving to emulate, have been
remarkably successful and have enabled
China to sdvance in o number of wechnology
areas Lo global leadership in high-spoed
tralns, unmanned scrial vehicles. clecerical
g;nlck's. balteries and solar wcmwlug.ks:

I

bt Cliliba ks
bunn{nnm{nghl selllnterest. a0

o, Ariiflcial Intelligence, robods, machine
tools, drugs, mnd LNG carrier.

There bs another Important lactor here,
Wew Dudhi vierws s multi-alignment and mul-
H-polar podure i the kernel of its kaelgn pl-
ey, e bk grives [ heverage Lo engge moan-
Engfully with the United States, Russia, the
European Unlon and countries of the Global
South. An appeosch that is uniformly hostile
o Chinn only serves toundermine it. 5o, India,
which is already a major trade partner of

na and cooperates with It in institutions

suich a5 the Sha i Cooperation Crganlsa-
tlon, Brics, and (20, is now seeking to fine-
tuneits policies.

M Bt i dhiseingguisesd fl o,
Masrver Resaaich Foimdation, New Dallii.
The views expressed are personal

ged how demacratically
elocted state governmicnts would laser be top-
phed by Congress-led Union goveramen s,
showing scani regard kn\ucma:heinkral—

Kesavan

i fes 1 70k report. W should go back to the
situstion where (electione o) the Lok Sabha

Asseinblies are " In
2005, a |'||u|||mLurr:Landl committe
headed ress Member of Parllament,

EM Slldnmanu m'?lnprmnllcml.lu view
on the lasibility of holding simul taneous
chections. [1 sikd that sioultanmcois
elections would mitigate nd reduce;
e st expenditune underaken
o asymehronos polls, policy paral-
s due to the imposithon of the
Modd Code of Conduct, impact on
delivery of essentinl services, and
burden on crucial manpower
deployed during eleetions, In 2020,
acldressing the All Indin Presiding
Officers Conference. MY Modi sald
ane nation, ane cddection cant be thought of
ierely isa sibject of debabe: rather, it wasa
mw:ulrulnl need of the nition. WInn the

fam vdnlellarwlrual oS
o the wind.

' the wihe
Lul: Sabhia, from IB{M o 107, witnessed a
synchronised cycle of simuliancous elections
ululg with mrluu-: Sile s Diles, Iu 1959,

o eshen
ernment and Iwadcd by Tormer pml
Fam Nath Kevind consulied various stake
hobders, 32 political pantics supported simul-
taneous doaions, many even breaking ranks
wlthin the Opposition,

Lhe
tﬂuu!nnnﬂll‘m*lml‘l rule na In e for
the first thme ever, by dismissing Keralo's
electod Communist governmen. lndira Gan-
dhi, ﬂul'lnslhw lllmran the prime minllti;d

VT 5
times using Article 166, Betwoen 1966 and
1977, her governiment oppled 35state govern-
ments. [n K70, for the first thme ever, n Lok
Sabhn's tenure was cut shart and dissohvoed
whead of time,

l1w Indira Gandhi government. elected in
early 1971, launched a frontal assault on
democracy and tried to crush our Constitu-
tion by imposing the dreaded Emergency in
1975, which basted for 21 months, Since Lhe
government could not legally continue
i [ve years without an election. Articke

17 was amended to extend the daratlon of
th Lok Sabobun anndd state begislative nssemiblies

The Ity { oie nation, one nn
{Goods Tixx i 2007)
Imclia o the Tasbest-growing economy in l]n
workd. “One nation, one ration card” (in 2008)

o, e
myl. PM Modi, with the abrogation of Artick
700 2009, effocted one nation. one Consitu:
Ao throwighout our country and then “one
nation, one health cand”, kiunched in 2020,
secured nationwide health care support for
our eitizens, One nation, one election is n step
im the right direction. This will pave the way
for ensuring political stability, enhancing

governance, increasing voter turnout,
reducing the Iumilcrl o our security forces,

[0
ingelections.

CR Kesvn 5 iatlonal spokesperson of tve 1LV,
Thit vihews expressind ave personal
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

BUILDING BRIDGES

Sri Lankan President’s India visit frames enormous potential of
bilateral relationship. Realising it requires pragmatic diplomacy
NURA KUMARA DISSANAYAKE'S visit to India — his first overseas tripsince

becoming Sri Lanka's president — has come at a crucial moment in the bi-
lateral rrla.tlnnslup The positive one nll:hc]ulm statement could augur
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WornrLy WIsE
COMICS 18 A GREAT MEDIUM TO GET
A LOTOF STORIES OUT.
— SERGIO ARAGOMES

Real basic structure question

Constitution’s main task is to protect individual dignity.

Canitdoso in face of politics of ascriptive identities?

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE DEBATE OM the Constitution in
Parliament tumed out to be bitter and parti-
sanover whether the Congress or the BJP was
rlmgmamthmlnthr(mmmm’\tm
level, this process exemplifies democratic ac

countability. It would be wonderful |h:a1:h
party held the other's feet to the fire on core

the economic relationshi h

Part of the is that Di ke enjoys a broad man-
date domestically: After winning the presidential election in September, the coalition
led by his party, National People's Power [NPP), won a dl:clsm: majority in the legisla-
ture last manth, One of the main hy in frag-
mented nature of Sri Lankan governments, making it hard for Colombo to deliver on
promises. InthL' |aﬂ fewe months, Dissanayake and the NPP have also done much to show
their and fears that stemmed from the party's viedent past. The
government has, for example, confirmed that it will continue with the IMF programme
fiow its coonormic recovery, albeit with greater spending onwelfare programmes, It is im-
portant now for both o ' ialogue on a Free Trad and focus
mi:m:rgy supply, trade, tcdmdugymhangr and Indlan FD||nSn Lanka,

Thej alsnrec jc infrastruc pl
in Sri Lanka's development — inchuding an Aadhaar-like identity and LIP| payments inter-
face. Addressing two | ling issues, however, require patience and sensitivity from
both sides. The I‘rﬂ lsurl'lslu:m::n from both countrics l:mssmg the maritime border, as

constitutional values. But that biuster did not
give us more confidence that core constitu-
tional values will indeed be maintained.
This column will not go into the track
record of the BJF and the Congress on the
Constitution. But we ought to reflect on how
o negotiate thrdﬂ:pcl paradoies of modern
constitt
irrelevant issues in Hlsdctma: The most ir-
rebevant is the question of “authenticity™ of
the Constitution. The genius of our fmml:rs
wias that they did not
with questions of faith, history and identity. It
s not because they did not think these were
important. But precisely because they are im-
portant, we have to create the conditions
where we can freely come to judgements
about these matters. Encumbering the

wellas This dipl the fish-
mayliei £
ond issue is of Sri Lanka's Tamil minorities. Prime Mlmsn:rNin:ndra Modi said, "We hope

wuulu\ul the best i

(X
ous path. For one thing, it will make the
Constitution a 2ero-sum gami.

I:hc.'y realised these qui:stluns are best id-

thatSri Larika will fully i the|Sri Lankan| C i fulfilits

tovhold provine il elections”, while 1 exphicit innofthe 13th amend- of state of legal puwv:r - And l'lnaly they un-
menttoth v wehit i Thevolatility of ityisa

the issu 1 sllllcry Di T 1 i Si 1. Whodecidl ardstick of au-
S i i " " Is autheniticity to be i

thcissuc—c:pcciallyhmusc' oo, it h

relation to our past or our future sehves? The

L

Arguably, the most important takeaway from President
assurance that “we will not have our land... be used in a manner that is detri | to

tean, mumnicﬁrga:ﬂmimpum!;rlx

left y of constituti iy

the interest of India in anyway ‘and the evocation of a *free, q)l:n,sali: and sect

Ocean chlun{lOR}‘ to Beijing's acti OR comes even
asChi ping the While Di i

simple: Theentrenchment of individual rights
toprotect the hasu: freedom and dignity of in-
divichaal ionofat beast the polit-

is a positive augury, Delhi must realise that it does not have a veto over C
with uhupmw:'sﬂuthsldcs need to establish their red lines nnl:h:: mantr and hawa

ical equality of all citizens; the creation of in-
snmtmlulclwcks and balances; formally

Thatwill go,

clearlir 1wy in pres i as the power of govern-
well as ing lati ip to one of the most si inthe Subcontinent. ment; the preservation of institutions and
practic allow citi e polit-

SUPREME JURY?

SCinterim order staying T M Krishna's award is needless
intervention, chips away at artistic freedom
HE SUPREME COURT'S decision to put on hold the recognition of Camatic vo-
calist T M Krishna as the recipent of the Sangm I(alanldhl M S Suhhulikshml
award until the appeal by M5! 1son 'V
tions about the role of art, free expression, and institutional boundaries.
Shrinivasan's contention has been two-fold: That Krishna has besmirched M 5's legacy
in his writings and that the conferment is violative of her will which forhade the institu-
tionof any award, grant o statue in her name. Thcﬁrsus up for debate, Ihclam:rmlyhu—
nouned selectively. What the court's interi inthe
lesshy draw the hlghnl murl into an arena that is not theirs, undermine civil society's
decision d chip away at artistic freedom.
arnatic music,

One of the | Sangita
award, conferred by the Music Academy in Chennai, is a tribute to a singer who tran-
scends boundaries, social and musical, to become a cultural icon. Whether Krlshna de-
rd can be dllessly — let the e

gue their case bat that's not the point. To argue against his selection on the basis that his
views detract from the sanctity of the art form and that his writing has dnm adisserv-
ice to M §'s legacy is namow-spirited and
Inademocracy where contestations in art are de rigucur, Krishna's advocacy for progres-
sivie ideals is a daring attempt to break down walls, It defies simplification in much the
same way as M 5's music did — building bridges, in Krishna's words, between the every-
day and the exalted by “reorienting the aesthetics of her art” through a form of
calibrated Brahminisation,

Indeed, the apex court, inits interim order, has clarified that the stay is not a reflection
dl(rlsluu‘s"ﬁclalpcrh’man:r" Bullll:vn'y}actulﬂl:!iyand it

edent that ¢

ical agency (democracy) and engage in prac-
tices of political justification for all decisions
thiat affect their common life. This, broadly
speaking, is the basic structure of any modern
constitutionalism. The rest is diversion,

Lack of trust in people, and
measuring cach against
compulsory identities
whether on caste, religion or
nation subverts freedom.
Maost of our significant
assaults on free speech and
individual freedom are in the
name of community identity.
The exaleation of exccutive
power subverts checks and
balances, and neither party
has been vigilant on
executive power. The fairness
of the franchise so that cach
one of us can act as political
agents has been preserved
enough and we still engage in
slivers of political

justification, though both
are under threat.

The real question is \'|g||im:c towvards all

awayltlsin:stalmntmrllcpuwv:ruﬂhc
o

the Lack of
trust in pmpic aldrrmmngmcﬁagaln!

ctasif
the Constitution was this quasi-ctemal truth.

wther on caste, reli-
gion or nmn subwverts freedom. Most of our
significant assaults on free speech and indi-
vidual freedom are in the name of commu-
nlty identity. The rxaltatlon of executive
and nei-

tllcrpan‘y has been vigilant on executive
power, The fairness of the franchise so that

Butlike does it just become
amatter of convenient invocation? Or, is there
genuine allegiance toits substanoe?
Tl\ls |s I'Elatl.‘d to a second qIIL‘StIDIL
g m "
wplicitly embod-
ied social power. Whether it is pre-modem
European constitutions, Roman, or even our
own pnnn:lycunmrutlnm the function of a

each one of us can act as litical

slivers of political justification, though both
are under threat. Practices of political justifi-
canmcanbmmmdhymmr Butit
i posver that

cames from concentration of wealth. It can
ted by cit ing each

was to represent social power.
Dngnilly theconcept of checks and balances
checking

anather, itutionsc

another. The constitution was effective be-
cause it could channel real suclal power.
ot a
clungr: in the social power it represented.

other as co-ag ireoliee-

wiere not eternal forms: They

tive public life, or impugning their mndmg

Were a way ul' {Iunndllng SDEII| forces.
Modsern co self-c ab-

just because of their identity, The G
rightly left questions of economic structure
open, because these ought to be matters of
‘ongoing democratic negotiation, But it was
informed by a sense that society needed a
modicum of economic justice and inchusion
foar diemiscracy to wark, a part where our fil-
uresam lm?cgn:gimsﬂl:tun!'ﬂlimalsu

stract away social forms, There are no natural
social forms to be represented, no natural
classes or ascriptive groups. Social power is
justa scnrs of mmny:m ml:nnns EIMd
suffrage. Maode

an pult legal forms for their authority. hdla

represer
The tension between individual rights and

of itis asoci mbc
groups rights, for example. But if we are to |, Whether this i
overcome these tensions they have to be allyasawayutcmnngmndlmmmludc
dmmhythchckslaru} liwicl | freedom p P | ofa. con-
and dignity apphi ditioni ion. But

The plull: about constitutions is dm:pu

almck:mmnsnnmun wuorks only whenno

thuuyl Whatis

that mnstil:u‘tiuns ane very peauliar things.
There is a joke amongst jurists that it was not
Francis Fulanrama who pronounced the end
of history but the Supremne Court. The Basic
Structure Doctrine puts the Constituti

claim to be a permanent ma-
pnty Inl'au snnﬂ)us mtmnmdlnm
||:||:|ms Butthe iromy is that the Constitution
itself parthy enabled thisentrenchment. New,
we . 1se of

tirne asitwere Itimeahves the thought that the
Basic Structure can never be changed; inthat
sense history has been arrested. Itis now the
horizon within whichwe: Sure, there

‘with the latter demanding that the Consti-
tution lEpﬂ.‘In[ it as a social force, Whether

liction, betw

mn.u.u.....nu.

that was meant to liberate indi-

can be amendments to the Constitution, but

vlduals.amh politics that pushes them into

they have to operate within the

constraintsof the Basic Structure. Ina way, the
Basic Structure has now become our Sanatan
Dharma It has to.act like our eternal truth. In

ascriptive

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

TRAILBLAZER, TRENDSETTER

D Gukesh's success represents India's vibrant chess ecosystem

PRAVIN THIPSAY

GUKESH DOMMARAJU BECOMING the
‘Waarld Chess Champion at the age of 185 a
great record — one that is sure to last several
decades, at least. Eighteen is very young to
be a world champion. If you compare this
with athletics, it's like winning the 100 m
race bwo seoonds quicker than others, With
Gukesh's title, | must say the era of Indian
chess prodigies is here.

His win tells us that chess is going tobe a
youngster's game, Wewill now see “fighting
chiess” as aggression has increased. Games
are no longer boring, dry — like the world
championship match between Garry
Kasparovand \c“lﬂmlrl{mmkln IDDCLTIut

the matter * very of artistic freedom and
inteliec rtand artists Surely the court's crowded ros-
mthcm\mcdﬂlcmrah\udmuflt pIaymg:leuryﬁxawaldctmmunlcs.Thrmld

tochal-

lenge, and to speak out. The court should, with all due rL'sp::n. staym)l.

POPEYE, NO SPINACH

Several beloved comic characters and literary pieces go out of
copyright in few weeks. Don't let that limit creativity

H, I'M POPEYE the Sailor Man_.. I'm strong to the finich | Cause | cats me

spinach..”. Popeye with spinach is like Thor with Mjoknir (his hammer) —

strong and packing in a mighty punch.So the fact that the set of comic char-

actersand literary works entering the publicdomain, after going outof copy-

right, includes only Popeye's first appearance in 1929 by cartoonist E C Segar in the news-
paper strip Thimble Theater' is disappointing. Popeye for free use will bea

the worst sionship
matchin Il'm:lry Thiswas bm thcgams
sll.‘lmrmtlhcopcmrlg Lﬁ! rlun 10 percentof
the thinking was left for the board.

Contrast this with the

Gukesh has the ability to find
a plan in a position which
otherwise looks dead and
with an accuracy of
calculation. Origi
art. And caleulation is

s like

Gukesh and Ding Liren: It's 100 per cent over
the board. If the 14th game between Gukesh
and Ding was being played 20 or 30 years
back or 24 years ago, when Kasparov and
Kramnik were on the hot seats, the two
Rupsi A e

th ics. Gukesh is good
at both: Heis artistic and
imaginative. At the same
time, he is accurate. Not to
I'urgu that he has immense

ficlence in himself. But he

lier stage. But now chess fight.
“You are not going to give in toa draw cven in
adrawn position.

This is now going to be the norm be-
cause the youngsters have energy. Their

engthare

‘What makes Gukesh stand out is that he's a

is not overconfident. He is
not afraid of big names. And
he has an absurd grasp of the
position, which perhaps other
players at his level don't.

very ariginal player. He is like the architect
and engineer of his own position. He thinks
of a position, then builds it himself. In that
way, he can be compared with young
Anatoly Karpov. In any position, Gukesh has
thee capacity to not be forced into a drave. IF
you're playing for the pleasure of the game,
trying to win the game on every occasion,
you play well. If you think, “I don't know
what to do, I'll try to malee a draw”, like Ding
did in the last game, you'll lose. As the
Russian proverb goes, “the easiest way to
b is o play for a draw™.

Gukiesh has the ability to find a plan ina
position which otherwise looks dead and
withan iucuracyulalndamomlryls
like art. And calculation is

are progressing continuously, without a stop,

There are a few reasons for this. Indian
players seem to be very devoted and hard-
waorking. They work 10 to 11 hours every-
day. This is not because of the system. It's a
product of the hard work of the parents of
players and the players themsehves. Onlyin
specific regions of India are players getting
sponsorships. That also mostly comes from
private effort. Sponsors are backing players
who belong to a particular region or
speaka particular language. There is no sys-
tem supporting players until they have
proven themsehaes.

Before the Covid lockdowns, we had
1,06,000 registered players. But anly 36,000

5 ) . S0

Gukesh is good at both: He is artistic and
imaginative. At the same time, Ilusaccumt

m:yll:it'sarnc;rtlwr;ulm.mit‘s happening
inavery limited area, This is not the way the

Mot he 1500
in himself But be is not overconfident. He is
not afraid of big names. And he has an absurd
grasp of the position, which perhaps other
players at his level don't.

Allover the workd, the, W S0e
in India is missing. There are phenomenal

USSR it When K won the
World Champéonship, 1 was in Moscow, He
mentioned there that they had 4.5 million
players playing in tourmaments.

Despite these barriers, the day is not far
when the world championship match will
su:twu Inclians pla_wngiymslmchaim |

players in other countries too,
for example, has Bibisara Assaubayeva and

lian
player i in ZIJZS\ I feel I'EI'L“S a high probahil-

! who
weon the World Rapid Champeonship at the
age of 17, defeating Magnus Carlsen. But
somewhere, these talents halt at that stage,
What has — particulartyinthe case
of Gukesh and Arjun Erigaisi — is that they

ityof! ting At the Erigaisi
looks like the most probable candidate.

Thipsay is the third grandmaster
Jrom Inclia, an Atjurna avard-winner
and chess coach

sailor mian, with no spinach, and obnoxiously bulging triceps that are of little help.
Fortunately, many other works of art will also be free to use from Jameary 1, 2025, This
inc weloved Belgi i Hergé's Tintin i d of the Soviets ),
"

miasterpieces by William Faullner, Emest | John Steinbeck, Virgini
the earliest sound films from Alfred Hitcheock, Cecil B DeMille, and John Ford. As with
ﬁ:lpqq: mdythccaﬂli:!w:rslnn of Tintin will be available in the public domain, whichex-

ir that didn't appear unkil y - Even so, Tlntm.s Sowiet adventune
(mﬂpcﬂnpsbcrmdﬁl:dm af the anti-socialist
and only dep tually writing a report i OITIic.

Every January 1, along with a fresh set of New Year resolutions, there are more free-
to-use icons up for reinterpretation, Last year was Mickey and Minnie Mouse from
adored characters are now in the pulilcdumaln
However, at w‘lﬁ:n Imfr

Willie. That some of

Marvel
are producing movies wi inil | storytelling. haracters created
several decades ago, it may | whmnmwiL giveunc ional nar-

ratives a chance. Mickey Mouse and Winnie the Pooh are endearing on t-shirts — but
when it comes to movies, a Maui Moana or a Miguel from Coco trumps any day.

DECEMBER 18, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

INDIRA GANDHI'S NOTE

“IFI DIEa violent deathas some fear and a few
are plotting, | know the violence will be in the
thought and the action of the assassin, notin
iy dlying," saicl the late Prime Minister, IndIa

converted to pesticide at the Union Carbide

plant. The safe conversion of MIC has restored

the people’s faith in the scientists' ability to

carry out the "zero-risk” operation sucoess-

fully. They have started trickling back into their

houses, However, most of the commerdial es-
s i inclosed

Gandhi,in a foke she left behind.
her late, the note
was found among the papers she left. it was
rebeased by the AICC( 1) on December 17,

RETURN To BHOPAL
THE GHOST TOWN started regaining nor-

KariL DEV EXCLUDED

THE AVE-MEMBER sclection committee of
the Board of Control for Cricket inIndia, dom-
inated by skipper Sunil Gavaskar, dropped a
bombshell saying they excluded Kapil Dev,

world' nders, from

malcy on December 17 as cight

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

the Indian team for the third Test against

England at Kolkata. Dev, who played a stellar
role in winning the World Cup in 1983, has
been dropped on “disciplinary grounds".

PM ON PUNJAB

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gardhi said that the
government was ready to consider the
Anandpur Sahils resolution, provided it was
within the framewark of the Constitution,
Addressing an election meeting in Babeswar,
the last in a series of six meetings in the dis-
tricts of Orissa, Gandhi claimed that the gov-
emment had always been keenon solving the
Punjab impasse and charged the Opposition
with “scuttling the efforts”



—a— — -
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Addictsnotdemons
Prioritise rehabilitation in battle against drugs

NDIA aspires to be drug-free (' Nasha Mukt') by
247, A lot of things must fall into place for the
nation to come anywhere near achieving that
lofty target. An attitudinal change, in particular,
make a big difference on the ground, The
Supreme Court has rightly observed that demonising
victims of drug abuse is a wrong approach — the focus
shouldbeon rehabilitating them. Various stakeholders
— Central and state governments, civil soclety, famd-
lies, educational institutions — should pay heed tothe
suggestion of holding frank discussions to tackle this
seourge. The drug users have to be brought out of the
shadows. Otherwise, stigma and ostracisation will
make them sink deeper into the mire,

At stake ks the nation's future a8 the youth are most
wvulnerable to the lure of substance abuse, Handling
young addicts with senaitivity and cmpassion can make
them see reason. In any case, they are ondy the smadl fry.
The big fish are the drug traders and traffickers who ane
jpart of a thriving intermational network, They have 1o be
targeted ty by the law enf agencies.
This ks especially true for Purjaly, which is bearing the
beunt of erossborder narcotic muuhn] Thl- slatie,
which was rocked bya spate of drag overdose
lier this yeax is struggling to combat the menace,

The mitiative to involve mothers and sisters of
youngsters in the batthe against drugs is praleworthy.
The emotional support of family members can prevent
many juvendles from going astray. The recent murnder
of a Barnala sarpanch, who reportedly took a firm stand
against drug deabers, shows that the noble path is
fraught with dang '] uences. H . such
an incident should not deter people from holding firm,
Nothing less than o mass movement can stem the rot.

Celebratory firing

Khap shows the way to end deadly custom

HE dangerous practice of codebratory fir-
ing has once again turned joyous occasions
into tragedies, claiming lives and leaving
families shattered Over the past maonth,
ree harrowing Inndmll in Punjab and
Haryana highlight the grave of this
reckless tradition, In Charkhi Dunln Ilur\mna, a3
year-old girl tragically lost her life while her mother
sustained injuries during a wedding procession, In
Punjab’'s Ferozepur, a bride was critically injured
when her brother accidentally fired a pistol during the
vidai ceremony, An incident in Amritsar left a woman
with a bullet wound @ a wedding resort,

These sensebess tragediesunderline the ugent need
for declsive action, and the Sarv Jatiya Athgama Khap
Panchayat's recent decision to ban celebratory firing i
o welcome step. The ban, imposed after the teenage
girl's death in, reflects the khap's commitment to elim-
inating social evils. Its resolution includes reporting
affenders tothe police, imposing fines and even enfore-
ing social boycotts, signalling zero tolerance for this
dangerous practioe. Crucially, the khap has also
announced plans for awareness campalgns about the
risks of vy firing. Such initiatives are vital for
changing public attitudes and dismantling the normal-
isation of gun use at weddings. Communities across
Punjab and Haryana must follow the khap's examphe,
showing a collective resolve to end this deadly custom.

While grissroots efforts are crucial, the responsibility
also lies with suthorities. The Supreme Court his repeat-
edly emphasised the illegality and dangers of celebrato-
ry firing, calling ita"reckless endangermentof Bves™ and
ruling that such acts should attract charges of culpable
homicide, Gunregulations must be strictly e nforced and
violitors should faoe swift begal action, Additiorally, gun
lioensing norms should mandste education on safety
protocals to prevent misise, Sockety must unite o ensun:
that festive ocmaions remadn moment s of ha ppiness, free
from the shadow of preventabile mishaps,
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When misinformation is weaponised
This is part of the new cognitive warfare that aims to erode a country from within

TARA KARTHA
EX-DIRECTOR, NATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL SECRETARIAT

HESE are very
strange times.
Arcording 1o o sud-
den spate of polling
activity, we are now
told that we suffer from severe
unhappiness, o disin formaton
chehuge and the worst airlines in
theworkd, Certainty, some of this
i true. We do have some of the
top-10 ranks in the workl in
temms of air pollution, but the
cheluge of negative polling is sus-
picious, especially when no one
bothered 1o point out any of
s in the pathietic 1970z when
our cities were even dirtier and
we had few aidines to speak of,
It's curious that when we start
reaching somewhere near the
top of the financial mountsin,
there are many hands pushing
us buck . Some of those souroes
are interesting  and  their
methodologies even more so,
The first is the puzzling
polling, The World Happiness
Report puts India below war
torn Mali and Liberia. This
report uses dats from o variety
of sources, including Gallup,
with a sample size of 2,000
3,000 for each country. India
has a population of some 14
billion. Then there was an index
that put an Inclian airline — the
third lurgest in the world — at
almaost the bottom, while an air-
line thal is struggling 1o have
even 3 more aircraft in a
checude was the Wp gun,
According to the World Air
Quality Index, India sccounts
for some of the most polluted
cities across the globe, That's
Fuir enough, given that most of
us are gasping for breath, But
here's an interesting snippet.
Air quality in Beljing was red-

shore secounts of the rch and
powerful, including  Indias
Ambanis and a shifty Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen skyy.
el the biggest billiomaires in the
US remnad ned untouched, In this
period, US  President  Joe
Biden's son Hunter Biden, for
instance, was spending some
$083,000 on women and $180 000
on adult entertainment.

Far more secretive and per-
vasive is a huge Chinese disin.
formotion  campaign. New
research points to the ereation
of shell companies, including
in the UK. that then run blogs
and websites using plagiarised
news articles, fake pages and
accounts. More seriously, news
reports cite “spamouflage’, the
world’s largest known online
digsinformation operation run
by China to harass US politi-
clans and others — ut times

Nagged by the US embassy in
2008, leading to a strong
demuand for sction. China liter-
ally threw out polluting indus-
tries from the capital and
imposed strong environmental
restrictions inthe Beijing Tian-
jin-Hebei region. That led
directly Lo losses totalling 408.7
billion yuan (about 6.5 per cent
of the regional GDP), with
manufscturing dropping sig-
nificantly. US action did allow
the Chinese to breathe, but
that's another story. The point
is, public information matters.
The trick iz how o put it there,

The Global Risks Report,
made by the World Economie
Forum, ranked India the high-
estin terms of misinformation
and disinformation. Strangely,
respondents put disinforma-
ton as the highest risk, ot a
time of the (then) upcoming
elections, well above disasters,
erime and clima nge. But
o carefully into some details.
Those polled are *global lewsd-
ers’ across academia, ete, The
data reflects what they think,
and the most polled are from
Europe (38 per centl, while 7
per eent are from South Asia,

“To be seen as backing
ll'.ll]&],‘.l'.ll'l'lll'_\' and
FOOLNg out comuption
issomething even the
public will appreciate
and defend against
all comers,

N

Interestingly, th report -lm-

the Sambhal mosgue incident,
Onhers related to Bangladesh
are damaging Lo forelgn policy,
Yes, there is a problem. The
question is where it originates
or is belng tuned from

A research report by Drop
Site is now public knowledge,
exposing the workings of the
OCCRP (Organised Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project),
which works with dozens of

W its largets with
violence — as part of a well-
organised intimidation cam.
paign targeting people in the
US, Another report cited Chi-
na's information operations to
affect regional =tability in
South-East Asin and Indin,
also using ‘content farms'
{eontent that is designed as
clickbait)in Malaysiato spread
disinformation.

The upshot of all this is that a
tumsurur podling, data and mis-

miajor papers to coll
tively publish major political
seoopa, s single largest donor
is the US State Department,
butit also work s with other g
ernments. Funds for  the
OID(.III‘ nnmmlly came from
i

i Dbeing used in
what seems o be o new regime
change methadology, which s
fuster and easier Wwrunthan eas-
ily exposed ground intelligenoe
operations, 'l'hs s only o part of
new “‘cognitive’ warfare being

n't say that
originates from India, but that
it is rife in the country. The
report  nonetheless  takes
exceplion Lo new government
rules, obliging all concerned to
make ‘reasonable efforts’ W
disabile misinformation.
That's a bit puzzling. Appar-
ently, one i expected o just
grin and bear it.

Meanwhile, that disinforma.
tion is affecting our internal
stability is a given, with fake
videos most recently linked 1o

partment s,
ml« a top intel u'fm T negoti
ated its ‘relationship’ with the
private sector. Such a compli-
aated overlay of intel, govern-
ment and private players did
the Panama Papers leaks, tar-
peting adversaries like Russian
President Viedimir Putin and
miembers of the Chinese elite,
leading eventually o a massive
purge in Beijing.

Another was the Pundora
Popers. which released 115 mil-
lion documents that exposed off-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

fough nims toerodea coury
try from within, eroding its faith
in itself and its leadership, As
India rises, expect more of the
s, The anly way to counter it
s o win Uhe trust of your people,
ot all kevels, IV's actually easy, To
be seen as dearly backing trans-
parency and thereby rooting out
corruption s something even
the twittering public will appre-
clate and defend against all com-
ers. In that case, all that polling
daita and leaks may actually end
up dofng some good

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LATICRE, THIURS BAY, DECEMIER 18, 124

'l1u'llhu.1u Sikh position
OF the three ot the meent infor-
I ..I.uhw ! by Mushatrna Gandhi in
his artiche in Young ndia, the nmpbll || that of the Sikhs. They
sadd that they were not in faivour of communal representition at
all, but that if communal representation was Lo remain, their “spe-
el position and Emportanee in Purjals required special treat-
ment” Le., excessive representation. There bs ot least as much to
‘besaid for this plea for special represen tition as for thesimilar plea
of the Muslm minoities Iml.hrr provinees. The staterment that

he Sikh this jon, only if
o which they are th oppomed, s l.r.rl\'nulln.
mmakes e Sikh position s o 'M'I:nh- nmh mnlr reasonalie lhun
that of the Muskim
tions before our friends and trust they will nwth-m the attention
they deserve, Inthe first place, it s impossible for the Stkhs under
any system of democratic or represen ttive govemment, to have
such a number of seats in the Legislative Council and local bodies
o5 would enable them by themsehves 1o hold their own against
either of the other communities, The root jdea of representative
Iuwmmml \muilrnhn{y exclude such o possilility. It s true

Public opinion is a chaos of superstition, misinformation and prejudice. —Gorevidal

Dietaryadvice
and otherwise

Aru Josim

the best medicine. It is emphosised that “with
appropriate diet, medicine is not needed, and without
proper diet, medicine is of little use”. Dietary advice,
therefore, forms an integral part of a doctor's prescrip-
tion, During my training days, | was told that the diet
should be mentioned right at the top, However, the kind
of response such advice gets s often determined by the
patient and hisher peculiar cireumstances,

My surgery teacher would narrate a story with a hearty
laugh. A fellow from a rural ares came for & follow-up
after his surgery. It was apparent that he had gained
weight. On being confronted about this development, he
innocently admitted that he had been advised a ‘light
diet’, He disclosed that he was reluctant to ask the doc-
tor about the details and was unable to figure out him-
sell what would constitute a ‘light diet’. Once back
home in his village, he went to the sarpanch for guid-
ance, The headman pondered over this vexatious issue
and then opined, "Dest ghee Moats in water. Pakoras, in
turn, Moot in ghee. Therefore, desi ghee pakonas or puris
would be an appropriate healthy ‘light diet’” After
hearing this amusing tale, I became very wary of recom-
mending a Tlight diet’ to anyone.

1 took pains Lo impress upon o patient with a heart ail-
ment 1o reduce the consumplion of pinnis and other
sweetments, which he was extremely fond of. On his next
wvisit, he whispered in my ear in a conciliatory tone, “Sir,
woil had firmly forbidden me from eating desi ghee pinnis
last winter. Therefore, this year, we have made pinnis in
refined oil.” His logic left me speechless, while [ wiped
beads of sweat off my brow,

Even as [ take the moral high ground about “perm ssive
edibility’, I realise that 1 am no less walnerable than my
patients, Soon after we gol mamied, my wife was startled o
see me gorge on nearly half a kilo of jalebis. She later asked
my cousin, “Bhaiyya, are you also fond of eating ke him?*
He quipped, “No, not eating. .. but overeating perhapa!” The
message was eloquently driven home.

Onee, Thappened o accompany my wife to the neighbour-
hood apni mandi. After buying bhindi (okra) and putting it
in my bag, 1 pleaded with her to get mosala bhindi cooked for
ilmmr While shewas busy malking purchases, | animatedly
1 how to get the vegetable sliced, fill it with

I N ayurveda, healthy food is termed maha bhaishajya

b, But commimnal T ke admat
tedlly & compromise and accepled by the Hinclus, at any mie, only
a8 o necessary evil for the Sme being. It is neither necessary nor
dmulirumld anotherevil toit that would be just as inconsistent
Tkl o inseld.

—_— — —

luumlu and then keep it aside for some time before deep-fry-
ing it. [ was rudely jolted out of my reverie by her sharp
reply, "Whuldwu let me reach home first?™
1 diginterest in this v sub-
Jed, However, | coukl mw empathise better with my patients,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farmers must mobilise support
Refer to “Perilous fast track’; dislogue and
dhebate, the essence of demoracy, do not lead
to policy-making these days. That agradan
clistress needs o be medessed fast is high-
lghted by the continued anger and agitation
of farmers and their deaths. Jagjit Singh
Dallewnl must understand that his ife is as
valuable as that of the farmers he is fighting
for, He must end his fust-unto-death immedi-
ately. What farmers need at present s leader-
ship, unity and mobilisation of a strong pub-
lic opinion in support of thelr cause. If the
people’s elected government does not lsten,
the only alternative is to go to the people,
HIRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Fmaonm.nonom:tlu

Inllu Iﬁmm‘ml.mkuulm-nw develop
condial thes with India. Preskdent Anura
Kuermarm Di Je's flrst visit to Indio afer
assuming office bears testimony o the fad
that Colombo ks relying upon Delhi to rebuild
its economy after the orisis of 2022 Inclia had
corme b0 it rescue by extending $4-1llion aid,
“The meeting between the two leaders is s gnif-
beant becouse of the shifting geopolitscal
sards. Both forused upon deepening econom-
e moperation, exploring new investment
" A b 1

st ity
Sri Lanka seems W have realised that India s
meore dependalie than self-centred China, By
advandng mutual interests and focusing on
[ W cun

strengthen their relations
ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LAD'WA

Select judges free from bi

Oinly then will the sanctity ofthe jud iclary be
maintained in the eyes of the masses.
NTESH MORL KUTCH

Address root cause of migration
Reference to “Olegal migrants are alibi for
electoral guins®, the ssue of ilegal migration
is often mised for electoral gains, serving asa
political alibi rather than a genuine concern,
Palitical parties exploit the topke to evoke fear,
blame migrants for unemployment, econom-
be distress or cultuiral dilution, and polarise
volers along regional, religious or ethnic
lines, Instead of focusing on the rool cause of
migration or implementing fuir policies, lead-
ers use migrants as scapegoats to deflect
attention from poverty, unemployment,
hunger ane cormuption. Such tactics ham
social harmony, sidelining meaningful dia-
logue and effective policymaking.

DEVINA BADHWAR, FOHTAK

Capital punishment for rape
Reference to What porn has to do with post-
Nirbhayn workl'; despite stringent laws enact-
e after the Nitbhaya case, nothing seems 1o
have changed. Many homific inddents of
assault on women cn be attributed to casy
acoess to pom and even some TV serials or
ks, Fodsting lows should be made more strin-
ll‘nl The |:wnmil‘ ulpﬂ.ul (punigherent for
s mpe,
N|“||ly|lkd.iumlhl victims, makes sense,
CLSENGAL, MLANDHAR

Better infra for concerts
Actor-singer  Diljit  Dosanjh  recently
announced during his performance in
o hath T ot hodd

Apsropaos of ‘Croasing Uhe line on the judicial
front’; recent remarks macle by Justice SK
Wielav of the Allahabad High Court ata public
evenl ane akin to an atteck on Uhe fundanmen-
tal phllosophy of the: Indian judickary — Yaio
Dharmastato Jaah (where there is righteous-
ness, there i vicloryl The judidary i the
guandian of the Constitu tion, 1f the protectors

in India until the government improved the
regquisite infrastrecture. India hasmany tl-
ented singers who deliver phenomenal per-
formances at international concerts. How-
ever, they face the absence of baske facilities
in their own country. This is a matter of con-
cern because well-organised concerts coukd
serve as o significant source of revenue and

themselves possess such vioes as
diseriminatbon and relifious bigotry, howan
they deliver justice? To uphold judicial
integrity, the judiciary must prioritise the
selection of judges who are free from blases,

provide sl Lo L s It is high
time the government invested in develop
ing world-class infrastructure to support
artistes and their audiences.

JAKIR HUSSAIN, KANPUR

et 1o the Ecior, fyped in couble space, should ol exoeed The J00-word ki,

There svoukd b cogently wiRlen & nd ¢an be
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Why taxing super-ric

SUSHMA RAMACHAMDRAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOU RMALIST

NEQUALITY in this
country is a highly vis-

ible phenomenon. In
urban  areas, haxary

cars drive past the
homeless, who live in
shanties right next to shiny
malls and high-rise condo-
miniwmns. Even rural areas
are divided inlo areas of
privilege and scardty. And
the contrast  between
urbanised areas and rural
hamlets is startling. There is
equally a sharp divide
between states in the north
and those in the south. The
western region, with the
highly industrialised states
of Maharashtra and Gujarat,
is in a different league from
West Bengal in the east,
highlighting the regional
imbalances in development
This does not take into
acoount the rise of the
youthful information tech-
nology industry in Bengalu-
ruand Hyderabsad, that has
sparked the creation of what
is now known as India’s Si-
feon Valley. Even these dties
have seen clashes stem ming
from inequality, as aMuent
IT  professionals  from
around the globe are resent-
ed by local residents, who
seek refuge in promoting
regional identities through

.
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langua ge and culture,

Having said this, the reali-
ty is that the country is
changing rapidly in multi-
ple ways owing to the eco-
nomic growth having trick-
led down to the masses,
albe it in an uneven mannet

So, when eminent French
economist Thomas Piketty
speaks of growing inequali-
ty in India, he is merely
describing what we all
know about this emerging
econemy. As co-director of
the Paris-based  World
Inequality Lab, he has earli-
er also presented data
showing that India is one of
the most unequal countries
in the world.

His solution is that high-
er taxes must be levied on
the super-rich. This is
meant o gamer resources
needed to provide ade
quate public services for
the entire population.

The fioous on taxing billior:
aires comes at a time when
there has beena rapid prolif-
eration of the super-wealthy.
The ltest UBS Billionaires
Ambitions Report puts India
third in the global Bst of bil-
lionaires, though it is far
behind the US and China in
terms of numbers, Family-
oameed businesses are said to
mprise many on the list,
but the emergence of the
new-tech czars is another
factor for the spurt in thoge
af the top of the heap.

Piketty's argument is that
the imposition of a wealth tac
on assets over Rs 10 aore
and an inheritance tax of 33
per cent on property over
thisthreshold will enable the

OPED

m:q.umv The poor e In shanties et rich, shiny malis and high-ise bulld ngs. reumss.

exchequer 1o raise enough
resources to improve public
services like education and
healthcare. He also points to
the: fisct that China similarly
imposed such a tax and it
created greater equality in
terms of the distribution of
public goods.

A significant flaw in this
thesis is that it puts the spot-
Eght on raising resources as
a magic bullet o resolve the

issue of poverty and
imequality. The reality is that
even with sufficient

resources, it is not always
possible to achieve the goals
of sustainable development.

It has been apathy rather
than shortage of funds that
has led to the neglect of
public educational institu-
tions ever since Indepen-
dence. The state-run school
system has been avoided by
bath the bureaucracy and
political leadership for the

Capital outflows by
thesuper-rich could
be anunwelcome
result of raising their
taxes, whichare
already at
the level of
13 per cent for
thetopmost
incomestrata.

education of their own chil
dren. In fact, the civil serv-
ices even established a sep-
arate private school for
their own offspring, high-
lighting the indifference
towards building  infra-
structure and improving
the teaching content of the
stale-run institutions.

This is nod the only infirmi-
tyin the proposal. Those who
have become billlonakres
over the past decade arealso
wealth creators in terms of
having made substantial
investments in a growing
economy, These entrepre-
neurs have made the best
use of the deepening
reforms, which have created
an enabling envimnment in
both the manufacturing and
services sectors.

In a globalised world, cor-
porate leaders can easily
shift apital to0 numerous
intemational tax havens,

Capital outflows could be an
unwelcome result of raising
taxes, which are already at
the level of 43 per cent for
the topmost income strata.

The previous wealth tax
was done away within 2015
on the grounds that there
were more administrative
costs in implementing the
levy than the actual rew-
enue inflow.

The concept of Laxing the
rich and paying the poor was
appealing at the time of
Inde pendence, when  the
majority of the populace was
under the poverty line. A
wealth tax was, thus, intro-
duced in 1957, Itdid litde to
ameliorate the lot of the
weakest sections of society.

The abolition of the taxwas
part  of the sweeping
changes to simplify tax laws
and procedures, in tune with
the altered economic reality,

The fact is that iberalized
economic  policdes  have
brought millions of people
out of the grip of poverly in
recent decides. A large aspi-
rational middle class now
exists and it would view any
inheritance tax with dismay.

It is also an anomaly to
compare equality in the
contemporary era with that
of the British Raj, as has
been done in one study by
the World Inequality Lab.
During the colonial times,
there was less inequality
amply because there was
only a amall segment of the
population that could be
considered afMuent The
fruits of economic develop-
ment have now filtered
down o the masses due to

Is an outmoded plan

new innovative policies,
many of which are anchored
intechnology.

The disect benefils trans-
fer schemes, for instance,
have ensured that the weak-
ersections of society are able
o gain from schemes meant
For their uplift. 1t is also tech-
nology that has enabled mil
lions to open bank accounts
and acoess them through a
simple touch on their mobile
phones. Financial inclsion
has become a reality for even
the poorest of the poor.

Piketty's tax proposals,
thus, seem outdated for an
India that has emerged into
the digital era. Instead, the
economy needs to utilise
the technological skills
available in the country to
uplift the public services in
the country.

A beginning has been
made to create the digital
infrustructure  that  will
upgrade the quality of life,
especially for those at the
bottom of the pyramid.

A benign environment is
needed to ensure that both
domestic  and  foreign
investors are able to push
through the regulatory cho-
lesterol and set up more
manufscturing  projects,
This, in turn, will provide
the jobs urgently needed in
the coming years 1o enable
the shiftin labour from agri-
culture to industry.

¢ are among the
important tsks before the
country as it seeks to move
on to a path of sustained
gowth and  development.
Tuxing the superrich is not
one of them.

The right medicine for Pakistans aJ]Jng economy

AASIM M HUSAIN
EXDEPUTY DIRECTOR, IMF

AKISTAN'S long

history of fiscal

mismanagement

has saddled the

country with a
erushing debt burden, Inter-
est payments on the public
debt mnsume a staggering
B0 per cent of govemment
revenue. And external-dett
repayments coming due over
the nexdt five years amount to
nearly $70 billion, dwarfing
the 311 bilion in foreign-
exchange reserves held by
the central bank.

No wonder that some
experts have started calling
for a default and restructur-
ing, Many ot hers are stillurg-
ing strict ad herence to the
three-year austerity  pro-
gramme approved by the
Intemational Monetary Fund
(IMF) in September to bal
ance the books,

Neither default nor susteri-
ty is Hkely to work, however,
and both would inflict unnec-
essary puin

External debt restructuring
is the wrong medicine for
Pakistan, because the prob-
lem is not the external inter-

est burden but rther the vol-
ume of repayments falling
due. Only 10 per cent of inter-
est payments go to private
areditors, given that almost
all — more than BS per cent —
of Pakistan’s external debt is
owed to official creditors at
concessional rates.

S0, even if the Pakistan
Eovernment stopped paying
interest to external private
aeditors  allogether, this
would barely make a dent in
its owverall bill,

Around half of Pakistan's
public-debt stock is owed to
multilateral creditors such
as the IMF and the World
Bank, and thus cannot be
restructured unless these
ingtitutions lunch a new
debit-relief scheme Bke the
Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) Initiative
of the 1900s

Arwd with remaining oblli ga-
tions to bilateral creditors
imainly China, Ssudi Ambia,
and the United Arab Emi
mites) already being rolled
over under the IMF pro-
gramme, halting repay ments
would proviche Bitle benefit. Tt
oukd entail high costs in
teermis of dama ge to diplomat-
i and trade relations and
acvess Lo future financing,

Restructuring  domestic
debt, on the other hand,
could lower Pakistans inter-
est bill, bul would cause
SEVETE SCONOMIC pain.

Nearly two-thirds of the
Eovernments domestic

ACROSS

NOSAFETY NET: Only arcund 1 per centof Pakistanis Dﬂvalmncumclm. Thof.wmnml's revense
collection Is among the workd 's lowest. reurers

obligations are held by
banks, where these securi-
ties comprise around 60 per
cent of asets

Even a maodest haircut of 10
per cent would wipe out the
barking system's capital,
though the impact would
wvary fram institution to insti-
tution,

Banks would be unable to
repay depositors, triggering
financial turmod and a sharp
ennomic contraction.

If restructuring won't help,
what about the new IMF aus-
terity programme, which
seeks W increase the tax-to-
GDP ratio by three pe-n:lm
age points over three years?

Ty b sure, addressing the

DOWN

The Pakistan
govermment must
raise tax revenue by
1 percent of GDP
annually over
five years by

implementi

aggressive structural

reforms to broaden
the tax net.

country’s chronic revenue
shortfalls is of paramount
importance. Only around 1
cent of Pakistanis pay
any income tax at all and
the governments revenue
collection — at around 12
per cent of GDP — is among
the workd's lowest, The agri-
culture, retail and real
estate sectors, which consti-
tute the bulk of the
econamy, are effectively out-
gide the tax net. No country
can function like this.

But the IMF programme
aims o raise the tax-to-GDP
ratie by two percentage
points in the first year alone

a breakneck pace that is
wildly unrealistic. Pakistan

has never achieved an
adjustment of this smle ina
single year

Even if, by some mirade,
the government did manage
it, the negative effects on e
nomic activity and poverty
rates would be crippling.

Nor is any relief in sight on
the spending side. The gow
ermnment’s non-interest
spending relative to GDP is
o be held below its average
lewel over the past decade. It
was already among the low-
est of the world's emenging
economies and insuficient to
meet  basic  development
needs, Even if this austerity
eould be achieved, its social
and political sustainabality is
far from assured.

In short

istan, instead of just rolling
over the debt coming due.

Liquidity relief  would
boost economic growth by
increasing public  invest-
ment and gowding in pri-
vate investment,

Toensure that these funds
arewell spent, creditors must
condition their lending on
refoem  progress and  be
imvolved in selecting and
implementing public invest-
ment projects.

Lastly, to facilitste coordi-
nation, the IMF should megu-
larly puldish data on actual
and projected loan Nows and
interest paid to each major
official creditor

This information is cument-
v not avallable. A ereditor

1 is
bad medicne, and the IMF
programme is good medi-
dne, albedt at a lethal dose,
But there is a third way.

For starters, the Pakistan
government must raise tax
revenue by 1 per cent of the
GDP annually over five years
by implementing aggressive
structural reformstobmaden
the tax net.

Policymakers should charn-
el halfof the gains back into
the ecnomy through
inoreased spending on edu-
ation, healthcare, poverty
eradiction and climate-
resilient infrastructure.

Duering this reform process,
bilateral and  multilateral
creditors should tempomrily
extend new loans to Pak-
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will b Tikely to provide
new concessional lending it
knows that other creditors
aredoing so as well
Inits current form, the aus-
terity programme will almost
certainly fail, cousing Pak-
istan’s economic conditions
to deteriorate further and
delivering a reputational hit
tothe IME
But if policymakers reduce
the dose now, and creditors
provide more Bguidity by
enhancing  coondination,
Pukistan is more likely to
growout of its debt problem.
Such an apprmach could
then be broadened toaddress
debt overhangs in other
CMETEINE SConomies.
ght: Praject
Symdicate, 2024
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Wetland revival: No
room forfalse starts

e Supreme Court’s order on wetlands last week

I shows its concern over the threat (o a natural fea-

wireofthe environment thatisunder serious threat.
The court ordered the protection of about 30,000 wet-
lands over the 200,503 protected by an order which it is-
sued in2017, and asked
and ground-truthing which involves closer verification,
within three months. The order covers wetlands that are
more than 2,25 hectares in size, The number is based on
satellite data provided by ISRO, and these wetlands need
1o be located and verified on the ground. The court also
ordered the suo motw monitoring of 85 Ramsar sites,
wetlands identified as important under the Ramsar con-
vention of 1971,

The orders were based on a PIL that said the Central
government had abdicated its functions under the Envi-
rofment Protection Act, 1986, to proteet the wetlands,
The petitionalsosought theidentification and protection
of around 5,55,557 wetlands which are less than 2.25
hectaresin size. Thecourt is likely toconsider the proposal
inMarch. The Central government had submitted an affi-
davit tothe courtabout the number
of wetlands, The petitioners noted
that wetland rules were amended
in 2017, giving states the powers to
notonlyidentify and notify wetlands
within their jurisdictions but also
keep a watch on prohibited activi-
ties. States had tocomplete the ver-
ification of wetlands underthe 2017
rules hur mostof them have failed to
dothatinthe lastseven years. Many
of the wetlands have deteriorated
and have become waste-dumping
and construction sites. There is no
trace of many others.

The existence and survival of wetlands s crucial for the
health of the planet’s ecosystem. They include marsh-
lands, fen, peatlands or water bodies of all kinds; they
suppart rich Mverslv ‘Lﬂd are habitats of many flora
and fauna. Wetland portantrole in flood con-
trol, prevention of land erosion, and protection against
cyclones, They also help in groundwater recharge and
provide lvelihood tolarge numbers of people. Itis unfor-
tunzte that the highest court's intervention is needed to
ensure their protection, Since the task is huge and calls
for attention to detail on a very large seale, it is doubtful
whether court orders will be enough to accomplish it
Governments, at the Central and state levels, and local
bodies, should consider it their responsibility to restore
wetlands that have deteriorated and ensure that the oth-
ers are prodected. It is also the duty of the people to care
Torand protect wetlands in their localities,

Subsidy diversion calls
for tighter checks

Thrl(arnatakaguv:mmun'spuw:rsuhsirly scheme

theirdemarcation

States have
failed to
complete the
verification

of wetlands
under the
2017 rules

for irrigation pump (IP) sets was designed to sup-
port small and marginal farmers butithas become

a significant drain on the state’s exchequer. An internal
government analysis has revealed thae at least Rs 5,000
crore of taxpayer money is being misused by wealthy
farmers who neicher need nor qualify for the subsidy.
This growing misuse has resulted in poor farmers be-
ing deprived of the assistance they need. The financial
commitment to subsidise TP sets has gone up from Rs
10,118 erore to an estimated Rs 22,387 crore in 2023, an
increase of 121%. Currently, over 34 lakh [P sets receive
subsidised electricity, up from 20 lakh in 2012, Although
thisexpansion may appear to benefita broader segment
of agriculturists, in reality, the advantages of the subsidy
are disproportionately accruing to wealthy farmers with
large holdings and multiple 1P sets. Alarmingly, 2.7 lakh
Abowe Poverty Line (APL) families with 4.32 lakh 1P sets
are recciving subsidies, diverting resources from those
wha need them the most. This highlights a deeper issue:
the absence of a robust monitoring system,

The subject of Farmers is highly sensitive, with every
political party eager to position itsell as thelrchamp‘rm
The government’s move to identify
and remove affluent beneficiaries
from the subsidy scheme is both
necessary and laudable. By doing
50, it can ensure that resources are
redirected to the small and mar-
ginal farmers who genuinely rely
on them. It is erucial that the op-
position refrains from politicising
this issue and instead supports the
government’s efforts. The primary
foeus should be on ensuring that
the benefits reach those who need
them, rather than exploiting the
situation for politieal gain.

Toaddress this, strongerenforee-
ment and auditing measures are
essential. However, it is equally important to rethink the
sustainability of the scheme. One promising solution is
the transition to solar-powered 1P sets which would not
only reduce the financial burden of subsidised power
but also promote environmentally sustainable farming
practices. Solar-powered IPsetscan alsoreduce thestrain
an the state's power grid and decrease long termsubsidy
commitments, The misuse of Rs 5,000 crore is a stark
example ofhow the rich are benefining at the expense of’
the poor. Thegovernment mustact quickly to thoroughly
audit the subsidy schcme tighten the eligibility criteria,
and transition gy aolutions, Until these
reforms are implemented, the poor will continue 1o be
denied the benefitsthey deserve, while taxpayersfoot the
bill for ascheme that has lostits way.

Stringent
audits must
ensure that
subsidised

irrigation
pump sets
reach only
the deserving
farmers

COMMENT

COSTS OF DENIAL

Lessons for Indiafrom
afailing USmodel

Profits cannot be allowed
todrive the health sector
where care should
be currency. Is In

watching?

JAGDISH RATTANANI

he killingearlier thismonth ol Bri-
an Thempson, the CEO of alead-
ing hiealth insurance provider in
theUnited Sgares called UniredHealth-
care, hasled toanoutpouring from the
American public. There is sympathy
the shooter, even praise for the act,
d PR i
fthe
killing in three words marked out on
the bullets that took Thompson's ife:
“delay”, “deny”, “defend".

The three 'd’s have become a short-
hand. almostananthem for critics who
note that insurance companies are
Failing patients dermm.ordelmrv.:
claimsand defending their actionswi
alltheircorporate might sothat people
in the midst of medical issues give up.
This is part of the corporate strategy
thatdrives profits of insurers, high sala-
riestoemployeesand bomuses for CEOs
likethe kate Brian Thompson. Teamsre-
portedly workon dmnlmtﬂlcbndvmd

plewith

ignations thatpainta caring picture
~likea Chiefl Affordability Officerin the
case of UnitedHealthcare,

Thisisthe roughedgeofahealtheare
system that s everly complex, largely
privatised and intensely competinve
with profitsthat makeitamong thetop
two or three most profitable sectors in
the US economy. Health and medical
|n~ﬂ|ran|.e unl hmpnzL&lngrlher Tad

illion

ragethatis now pouring out wasunder
the surface and seen in bits and parts
foralongtime.
Consicher that two yearsago, the slain
CEO posted amessage on the platform

care carry important lessons for India
becawse of worries that we may be til-
ing tothe US moded, This will be (ifitis
netalready) disastrous in India, where
dwhca]thmm q-ucrmswmmn:bm—

Linkedin tharsaid:“Making health

mre affordable... (is) more important
than ever right now. Redueing drug
pricesand improving price transparen-

ken. Here, elaimed and
highstandardswiththe beste de-
liver rising costs that bring care for the
rich and leave ourtherest. Assuch, the.

oy -

costsfor United Healtheare members.”
The comments below that post were
cye-popping. Onewrote: .. [ havestge
four metastatic ung cancer. We'vejust
left UHC because of all the denials for
my meds. Everymonththereisadiffer-
ent rexson for the denial. As of ioday,

weare well over ourmax out-of-pocket
for the year with having spent well rver
S20,000). Since we are in our ks - we
dor't have time to recoup that.” Many
others echoed the anger though the
postalso recorded several likes".
Officially, United Healthcare has
dmnls.'.ﬂl n‘pl:llTS['Hl ithas tl\ehlgh

f all insurers in che US.

1n2024‘pmmumkmgn‘ hird

Thee i itapprovesand pays

profitableindustryin the LIS economy,
according to the global research firm
TRISWorld. McKinsey in a report put
ot in January 2024 estimaned thar
“healtheare profitpooks™would grow at
aT% CAGR, from 5583 billion n 2022
o SR billion in 2027,

This is a system India and the world
need tobewaryof. Anoverly profit ori-
entation inasector where care should
e the currency points wall the things
that should not be
sectoroperates. liisinstructive that the

absoue 0% of medical claims upon sub-
mission. But othersurveysand reports
have pointed to frustration and worries
over eising costs and growing denials,

Indian sy5 carries many more baur-
dcnsﬂumlhntsccn in the US, Accord-
ing tolndia’s National Heal th Accounts
Estimates 2021-22, the Out-of-Pocker
Espenditure as a percentage of Toral
Health Expenditure is almost 40%,
Tobesure, the American system still
works quitewell formany. Medications
are prescribed and paid for, unlike in
the Indian system. No hospital can
DU away an emeTgency, irrespective
ofinsuranceor the capacity topay, Hos-
pitals cho not demand an advance as is
actuallythe norm atalmostall
inIndia. Tnthe US, itiscntirely possible
for an emergency case to be operated
on, including eritical or high-cost sur-
gerics like cardiac interventions, with
recovery of bills set fora later dare.
Noneof thisis the way it works in In-
dia. The frustration uﬂndl.am is first
Apmial ~F
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We have to bring the One Nation One

Electionbill because you
(Congress) toppled elected
gcv\fenllllentsinslate-s,and

elections hadtobeheld.

JPNadda, Union Minister

Introspection! Thate it.

Ethel Kennedy

TOBE PRECISE

77

B 100,

Hi AHE TJHED OF YING
IND-THE=CLOCK
ELE(TJDN MR
ELECTIONT

at th
nod afford the high lm. For athers, it
is the mflation of doctor consultation
charges. the rising room rents in hos-
[pitals and in many eases, the growing
disenchantment with the profession
itself and the way patients are treated.
Insurance costs have grown dramati-
cally, and the elderly are routinely de-
nietd coverage, orthe coveragecostsare
prohibitive.

TF an avowedly individualistic, free
market, eapitalistic order that obtains
in the US can see a revolt the way it
has this tme, then at the very least
India needs o be wary of going close
to the US systermn. Consider Japan at
the other end of the seale, where uni-
wersal healthcare coverage arvived in

the 19605, Almost all treatments are
cowerad, maslscmu:smmcxpcnm

andofinsuranc
turning the process into a readbock
that requires special efforts to eross,
However, the group CEO Andrew
Witty his now agreed that the system
is " Mawed™,

way the health - A broken

The frusirations in the U3 on health-

withia sy long-term insur
ANCE YSTEm.

There are lessons we must reject
and new ones we need 1o learn in In-
dia when it comes to critical areas like
health.

(The wrater isa forrnlis and
facuity member ar SPAMR:
Syndicare: The Bififon Press)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Drunkendramasunder the banyan tree

Whenactors are inhigh
spirits, unexpected twists
inthe script are gua ranteed

ASOK KUMAR A J
Mt:-‘lvﬂlngﬁin Indlia are familiar
with Bayadfn Netake (liverally
field drama. This form of tra-
ditienal entertainment usu'\!l)' hqmn
around |

I the story, Kichakasura demands
Drraupacdi meet him at a specified time
andplace. Bhima, disguised asa woman,
takes her place o execute his plan. This
drama was seheduled to be performed
over twoconsecutivedays.

O the firse day, d'lexmmpnmwng
Blumaand Kichakasra—closefr in
real life—delivered a crowd-pleasing per-

- Theirwives,
the audicnoe, watched untilthe cimactic
m:e.n'm‘elﬂlum :nmrwlanllykuﬂ.gd

mspmfmlmd mltdl!ﬂ uﬁr:n ll'Kl.‘I a
s The

Thecr
ma's actor with praise, much to the cha-

ﬂll.muwrt' invaranbly drawn from the
Mahabharata, and the actors—hailing
from various labouring classes—put on
quite 2 show. Men played all roles, both
meale and Fermale, Adding to the charm
{orchaos), theactors wcally hem-
ily drunk.

In one performance, the scene de-
picted Bhima in disguise as a woman,
luring anduttimately killing the raksha-
sa Kichakasura, The characters were

grinod Kichak s wife,

Back home, she fumed, telling her
husband, *You're stronger than the man
playing Bhirna. Tomorrow, [wantyoutn
defearhim!™

The miext day, during the cdimactic
scene, both actors, predictably drunk,
But instead of follow-
ing the script. n}mmm.cgzcd\m
by his wife’s instructions, overpowered
Bhima and began hitring him.

Bhima wvlmcd. “T'm Bhimal I'm

unintentional plot twist.

In another performanoe, the scense
portrayed the disrobing of Dravpac by
Dushasana, For dramatic effect, seven
eolourful saris were bed together, with
Krishna instructed to step in when the
lastgreen sari appeared. Burthingsiook
acomedicturn, All the actors, including
Draupadi {played by a man), Krishna,
and Dushazana, were drunk. Krishna
decided to smoke a beedi backstage,
deciding he'd only ener afier linishing
hissmoke.

Omnstage, Dushasana began pulling off
the sanis, ene after the other, while Kr-
ishnawasstill pufingonhisbeedi. Mean-
while, the intoxicated Dushasana kepe
pulling uneil Draupadi was left standing
i undergarments—a lorg fachfe and
awhite vest, complete with falsies. The
audiencecrupted mto baughter.

When Krizshna finally

INPERSPECTIVE

Dalai Lama:
Succession and
beyond

Theuncertainty
around his
SUCCEsSOris
significant because
Tibet is central to
India-China ties

BHASHYAM KASTURI

he 14th Dalai Lama

realises that he is not

getting any younger
and yer when asked abour
hisswecessor, he says he will
live beyond 100 and a deci-
sion on the matter will be
takeen then, While one wish-
% the Dalai Lama a long
life, thar his institution and
persona go beyond Tibetan
Bucldhism into e realm of
Egeopolitics and more perti-
nently to India-China rela-
tiomsmeritsa relook atwhiat
India's plans tosafeguard its
imterests, The lack of clarity
over his suecession creates
challenges because China
has already made plans. The
Chinese set the precedent
i the case of the Panchen
Lama. The Dalai Lama had,
in 2011, outlined his plans on
haw his successor would be
chosen. But even today, he
hobds his cards close w his
chest onthisstrategic issue.
Furthermore, the lack of
«clarity within India on how
this issuc will be dealt with
is a5 Tiks

in after his beedi break, Draupa-
di glared at him and exclaimed,
"“Oh Krishna, have you come
now to pull my underwear twoi”

paineec with by makeup, vllaing  suppor you! Burr.u’erf\srir:.\i.atllls offered entertaine
istimguished bytheir cooling glasses—a Thwlm:h the naksharsa replied, "Bhi- - ment that's as unprediciable asitis un-
shorthand for evil, as I were  maorBhimasfather, [don'tcare, Today,  forgenable, For those lucky enough w
considerada markof dubi r |k defeat you!l” witnessit, the kughter echoeslongafter
inthesedays, Thecrowdwasin splits, cheeringthis  the curtains—or saris—fall.
LETTERSTO THEEDITOR

The tabla maestro who weaved magic with every beat

Usta.d.&ul:lrl!ussaln‘s passlng has lefta void inthevastex-  al
he

that went

ordinary, weaving intri-

panse of

] music. A master p

created magic wnllhnsl‘nmrs and took the tabla to new

heights. Zakir Hussain was more than an artie; he wasa

rhythm genius and a custodian of a rich musical heritage.

Fllsmnmamn:mwh rooted in u'admnn ensured that
s bl

conginue toi

cate patterns of body and rrals. In
notonly his imcredible skill but also the essence of India's
rich cultural fabric. Though he's gone, hisartistry will

every beat he captured

. Let's celebrate his legacy and the rich

nll[urxlllerlragchccmb-srhcd

1 pline mer okein  Mudgal
1 i forgo a national leader and focus on
Focuson mglﬂm‘ allies strengthening regional alliances,

Asection of LN.D. LA bloc party
membersdemand Mamata Banerjee
as leader due to her seniority and
success against the BIF in Bemgal,
The LN.D.LA bloc was formed to
Aghrthe NDA inthe 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. However, Nitish Kumar's exit
and the alliance s internal conflicts
have weakened it. The members

of the alliance had in many states
Toarzht against each other which
goes against the alliance dharma
TheCongress, a national party, may
struggle toaccept reghonal leaders.
Given Rahul Gandhi's limited expe-
rience and the party’s poor perfor-
mance in recent polls, it may be wise

for the LN.DLLA bloc o

K R Jayaprakash Rao, Mysuru

Needless controversy

The controversy surrounding
Nehru's letters has taken an ugly
turn, The BIF's attempts to tarnish
Nehru'simage are pointless and
provocative. Their projecting Patel
and Ambedkar appears to be part of
a plan 1o belitle the achievements
of the maker of modern India. We
have not witnessed such |1-nu||l¢d and
|

allow researchers to access these
historical documents,
SV Venkatakrishnan, Bengalury

Balanced approach

I refer to*Recourse for a hassled
workferce (Dec 17). Karnataka'’s

gig workers' bill is 2 step in the right
direction, but its rigid approach may
hinder industry growth. A balanced
legal framework s necessary to en-
sure fair rreatment without stifling
flexibility.

Anushree Neeralakeri, Bengaluru

d bashing of-a d

leader in any other country. The
Nehru family shoukd make the
lerters public, except for personal
ones, toend the controversy and

Our readers are weloome toemall lethers to:
lettersideccanherald.con

emaded - gt handwristen — will be accepied),
Al letters must carry the serder's pastal
‘ddress.and phone mumber

tral toIndin-Chinarelations.

Recently, Sikyong Penpa
Tsering, leader of the Cen-
wral Tibetan Administration,
argued inan interview that
the Dalai Lama has taken
dilferent stances on the is-
sue of succession, 45 “China
cannot handle unpredict-

ability™. He notes that the
Dalai Lama ealks about
emanation, which means
cheosing somebody before
onesdemise. andalsoahout
refncarnation, The Govern-
mient of India has also been
noncommittal aboutits take
onthe suceession,

There is no doubt, as Si-
kyang states, “India is con-
cerned” and “India has a
stakein this”, Thisis hecause
the Dalai Lamastaysin India

his presence! irksthe
Chinese. Flowing from Chi-
nasincreasing eflons i eon-
trol refigious life in Tibet, in
2007, Order No.5on “Meas-
ures on the Management of
the Reincarnation of Living
Buddhas of Tibetan Bud-
dhism” was issued, Articles
5 and 5 of Order No. 5 make
it clear that living Buddhas
ofhigh order will only be ap-
proved at the very top of the
Communist Partyof China,

In the case of the Dalai
Lama, China has argued
that the Golden Urn will
decide his sugcessor, Per-
tinently, this method was
used only in the case of the
1ith and 12th Dalai Lama,
In Tibetan Buddhism, the

process involves cither en-
anation or reincarmation.
China also has in place an
aggressive global campaign
waa the World Buddhist Fo-
rum to claim its hold over
Buddhism. Tagged to this is
the steategy to use China's
economic heft to warn na-
tions not tohost the 14th Da-
lai Lama on their soil and
follow Reijing’s lead on his
SUCOESS0T,

Even if the nexi Dalai
Lama is ‘born’ in Ching, In-
dia will still have o stake in
themarter. Locating India's
Tibet policy is thus impor-
tant. The existing polic:
episadic and bcks consist-
ency. Owvercoming this la-
cumna will require high-level
contact between the Dalai
Lama and the Government
of India, as well as with the
Sikyong. The best cowrse of
action would be 1o have the
External Affairs Ministeron
thejob,

A policy review
Resetting India’s policy on
China from the Tibet angle,
however, has its challenges.
For instance, there is a sug-
gestion to rename Indias
border with China, as the
India-Tibet Border. This
would certainly be in line
with the 1914 Shimla Agree-
ment. But post-1951 when
China sccupied Tibet and
after the 1962 border war,
a Line of Actual Control di-
vides India and China, Thus,
an entire review of India’s
policy towards Chima must
occur, Thita politieal will to
move forward on ties with
China exists was demon-
strated with the October
agreement on Demchok
and Depsang. As the EAM
noded in his speech in the
Lok Sabha on December 3,
non-alternation of the sta-
tues guo unilaterally, respect
and adherence of the LAC
by both the sides, and the
need to respect and adhers
totheagreements that were
arrived atearlier remain the
key prineiples for India,
The boundaryquestionis,
therefore, at the forefront
of the bilazeral relationship
between India and China.
Oither aspects that demand
equal aention include the
growing trade deficit and
Chinese imvestments in In-
dia. While most of these are
covered by different stake-
holders in the government,
the presence of the Dalai
Lamea and Tibetans in India
has remained mostly the
domain of the intelligence
agencies, MHA and MEA.
While the China Study
Group and the Tibet Study
Group regularly discuss
policy options, icis tme fora
thorough political review at
the highest level of the gov-
ernmenton India's stand on
the Dialai Lamia'ssuccession.
(The writer i @ former
direcor, Mationad Security
Conmeil Secretariar)
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ceessible ransportation is not just a
oonvenience, itis a fundamental hu-
an right. On November 8, 2024,

between policy aspications and practical
implementation.

In India, the Rights of Persons with
Disabilitics (RPwE) Act, 2006 provides a
comprehensive framework for accessibil-

PANORAMA

Onthemove: Ensuring accessible transportation for everyone

vehicles, comprehensive station layouts,
or adequate signage. For example, many
bruses in India still lack hydraulic ramps,
making them unusable for wheelchair us-
e Snmlarh\ while some railway stations

il prunc Court ur Lndls

hiz byl aal b

ity Section 40 e Central Gov-
ermiment 1o create accessibility rules for
mrmsmmure and bmmullspenl‘imlbr

ramps and kneching features, while Bihor
relieson manual interventions like porters.
Similarty, Bengaharu's metro inchudes me-
tile fiooring and visual displays, but met-
o in other cities, llke Chennad, lack these

work iImplementation

upholding (he dignity and. eqllallw of per-
sonswithelisabilities (PwDs). A in-

dul.l\-rcllmand spaces for Nﬂtmllillt‘ﬁ

and vehiclesaccessible, requi rmg features.
-

n(.m\-.sslhlllm
Global framieworks like the Sustainable

Jikus ramps, ifts, and modified vehich
ditionally, Section 42 ensures digital ncoes-
sibility, which extends i transport-related

ASSIStANCE SETVICCs, ransport pcrsunncl
often lack the training needed 1o assist
Pwis effectively. Even where physical in-
frastructureis available, intrain can
ke it difficult for PwDs touse theservices

infrastructure must go beyond terminals
10 include accessible vehicles and com-
prehensive staton designs. Additional-
Iy, digital platforms must be made fully
compliant with accessibility standards,
ensuring that PwDs can use online ser-

ible transport is abour more
than mobilicy—it is about enabling PwDs
1o participae Tully in society, It connects

have toilets, the absence of tac-  fieatures. This parehy efficienty or with dignity. Digital accessi-
tile Mooring or atulm ANMKNITCEMIENNS CAn leaves PwDs dependent on personal advo- - bility also mmums a challenge, as many wm seamlesshy.
mal g For visually  cacyorinl solutions. transpo 1apps fail wo
imp i constrain i complywithweb ihili dardslik
Tt is imporzant to note that the imple-  ment further exacerbate the problem. De-  WCAG 2.0, leai Pwmumhleluaw
ine furdsheinzalh q Thilis |

mentation of aecessible ransport ks quite
trickyascompared tootheraspectsof pubr
li: spaces, as it comprises three different

ices ke ticket R OF e

altime tra
TheSuprameCnun's 2024 ruling, cou-

them to education, employment, health-
are, and communiny life. Addressing the
wApsin implementation and bridging the

Development Goals (SDCs) emphasise in- weheu:s and apps. Despite these robast mmmnlufmrmdﬂ of Ll‘mmtllsdf them effectively. In Kamatala, mswm pled with its directive to the government Act'sp

clusive SDGGoal legal I8 the gl resources from tse campajj tudmRnnnnllmmuhlurymuuhllm andun-gnmndmllm isvital o meaking
dinclugive.and  inther thich inthesevin mediums., remainunaccounted for, ra step al By prioritising

'Ihrgc('ll.?lbcuscsnn mocessible, safe, and  PwDssirugsling ikl P Mﬂclm]lmgcﬁtmﬁlﬂmlﬂ\tfmg about transparency and prioritization. A Forward, Tlll-c nl]llu umwtlnl an nmbor- accessibility, India can creates

affordable transport for all, particularly  cation uuiepen’dm[ljv mented oof Il part iy d- tunityto system that ensures noon

vulnerabl groupssuch as PwDs, However, One magor issue is the limited scope of - systems, Different modes u[lr.mspurt— ing travel sons for PwDs i dof dia'stransy “T'his is not just a legal obligation; itis a

existing guidance, such as the UN-Habitn - Section 41, whichmandimesaccessibilityat — such as buses, railways, metros, and air- - addressing systemic issues like infrastrue- — maore inclusive approach. Achieving this - morslimperative touphold the rights and

manual, inadequately addresses eritical  busstops, railway stations, and airportsbut. i inistries, rewpgrades orsaffirining. requiresa helisticstrategy thatintegrates  dignity of every citizen.

infrastructural requirements like ramps,  focusesonly on parking, wilets, and ticket  leading toinconsistent implementationol — The kack of traimed personned adds an-  robustinfrastructure, digital acosssibiliey, — (The writer manages ehe Yes to Access

braille signage, eactile paths, and audio
announcements. This highlights the gap

counters, This narrow focus excludes es-
sential elements such as fully aecessible

accessibility guidelines, For instance, Gu-
jarat has introduced buses with hydralic

other layer of complexity. Although the
RPwD Act emphasises the importance of

Asthe country grapples with recession, migration debates, and a falteringeconomy,
it'sclear that Germany is facing an existential crisis, But what led to this downfall?

EDGAR SANDOVAL

e Irecently picked up
arental car in Las Ve-
gas—Dwas in America
toeovertheelections
theagentatthe counter
insisted on “upgrad-

ing" me to o BMW, “S0 you feel at home,”
e said, looking at my German drivers
licence, smiling. 1 took the keysand madea
mental note: Cutside Germany, Germany
isstillintact.

L aften find this when | travel, Outside
Germany, Germany is still i car country,
home toa Nourishing economy. Outside
Germany, Germany is still a prosperous
country, where everybody drives a BMW
or the like, Ousicle Germany, Germany is
stillawellordered coumtry,a pleasant place
bath polink and socially. | smiled back at
theagent. Butinwardly, T winced. Because
inGermany, Germany doesn' feel Bke Ger-
mAy ANYWOre.

OnDiecember 16, Chancellor Ol Scholz
Ist nvoite of confidence at the Bundesing,
Germany's parliament, officially ending
his government, I( was i funnalnly e
three-par rly N
veerber, when Schoke dismissed the finance
minister, Christian Lindner, prompting
Iis Free Democrats to-quit. The move left
Schaly, aSocial Democrar, witha minoriny
governmentabongside the Greens.

At first glance, the story of the govern=
ment'’s breakdown books like a rather dull
“Houwse of Cards® political thriller, centred
o a budget ghe. Underneath the noise,
however, there's an existential crisis. The
eoonomically prosperous, socially cohesive
and poligically stableGermany's gone, And
this government, ideologically torn and
rocked by outside shocks, proved unable

tnvenpe, How did we get here?

I the full of 2021, things felt very differ-

10H LLUSTRATION DEEFRK HARICHANDNN

Germany we knewis gone

ter its seoond consecutive year of reces-
sion, Its signature businesses are strug-
gling, Volkswagen, which employs about
300,000 people in Germany, plans o
dewer manu fneturing sites and oy off thou-

Government collapses at
aperilous time for Eumpe

sandsolworkers, Ford, Audiand Tedahave  TheG inthe 75 year
ent. After Angela Merkel decidednotrorun  also announced layoffs, as has Thyssenk(- Mnnd.lyas(.‘hmﬂlorolnrsdmh mmd.mummnﬂm
i I imoffice, Schole defs Tupp. a major steel manufacturer, Once |"‘""-"" fractious and
edher Chistian Demacratic successor and whas  d isis ofleadershi s nmblepo]ilcsina country kong
formed the first three-party government — gone from leader o laggard, Europ: knawm for litior
in recent German history, Younger politi-— The reasons for the downourm are cone loddis
clans like mlemw.mw plex. The abrupe end of cheap Russian gas Thewnriu Ukminehnemlmd ﬁcrmhhndllule cholce but to ke
minister, and Lindner came in, It was the s a big facior, of course, but so is the gme-—— with R the: of calling for the
first time the Greens, an ermmentsagendaol) reforms, which lhrmsagumlhrmmnrymndlls conificlence vote alter his three-panty
lefi-leaning party rooted in the ecologieal  — by phasingoutcoal and relying morcon supporters. President-elect Donald — coalition splintered in November,
mawement of the 1980k, had shared pow-  renewables — have exacerbated the cost Trumplsset totakeoffice in the ending months of bitter internal
er nationally with the Free Democrats, a of energy. Thar hasn't helped German  Unived s questions without
pro-civl libertics and pro-business party, car manufacturers, who are stougghing to mmmpﬂl\s’ma’e relationsand a parliamentary majority to pass
I ineerviews for a book © was writing,  compete with their Chinese counterparts. — military defense. The governmentof — laws ora budget, But the country's
many of those younger poditicians talked ‘anmcamlpanlesmclmﬂyrmdepw France— mn:’spnr:nermlend— pﬂhmmunln{ishlﬂrm
aboutovercoming theiridenbogical barriers — decisions, bt o —fellearlierthismonth.  month or more, with & new perma-
mmndernlseGerm:my:LﬁengMg]ung support rhem too, Generally, the govern- — And now, Eurupe'slsrgm nent government nad forming until
reign, which th 1y underi notonlyin  will beinthe hands of 3 caretabier parties hive agreed ona coalition,
s gueon They talkedenthusiastically  bey Industries but alsoinschoals, railways  government, before electionsearly The German economy has stag-
i anery and roads. Cverall, the picture i grim. next year, On Mond nated,
green industries, The energy felt genuine. Allthewhile, a toic debate maker i to dissolve the existi this fall, and its parlleswilspcmi
Led by the steady, moderate Schole, the  has been brewing, Since 2015, milli T Iy 384-207, with  the ca over how best
government looked well set 1o tackle the  people have come to Germany, including, llGabstaining, o revitalise it. Disagreements over
country’s challenges, uuum:mb'nuyub-aunlluunL Coming just nine Ibefore Tw 1o bl the budget —and over
kedup, The first Om i Y whether 10 inerease government
was Viadimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine,  the one Iland. the fact that Germany isa  scheduled tohappen, the vote wasan — borrowing or i.'mplemrut further aus-
which threw the new government intocri- - multiethnie, mult-religios socieryis wide- eﬂ:lmrﬂmmmenll‘u" il
sismmlawenlnmdc- [r:uuicnlls hu)iru: Iynm-pu-d But on the other, lhcm‘um d Feb. 23, in Scholz

gason th
Ru;snnenng)qn}mgmplmmum
pricesand
:awumngweapm:edrhmw:uukmnr.
rer Schokz announced a“Zeitenwende,”

arumru;mmlmlnrl@l]!iicy thegmem-
mentalloeated 100 billion euros o rebulld-
ing Germany's military,
All that came as the wcoonomy was fal-
tering. While other Group of 7 countries
are growing, Germany is about to regis-

et — (‘I'ﬁll!ls
into waves of anger — about immigration.
The government has offered a similarly
mixed respanse, at onoe: makmg it easier

w|l beonly the fourth snap election

mmc Frtmau.on with the government

forskilled

strict bordercontrols, with rgher asylum

miessures and maore deponations. pro-Russin party, the Sahr
These travails have combined to devas-
urlngpdlmaleﬂea Imhef:wenfmm;my Alernative for Germany has
s, it s b itself s ch

i d, its parties roundly disliled,
Inllusl‘ehrllealnllnsMk'lr anewly lormed
Wagenknecht
Alliance, has prospered and the far-right

the fi
before it splitapart. NYT

anexperimentincoping with the country’s
fragmented politics, it failed. The timing,
with Dorald Trumpascendantand Europe
indisarray, coubd not beworse.

Moallislost, :humIL(‘-u-mau,'scn.-l-c is
real, butitlsasy

o govern, The publlic hasmt been sympa-

dmost-popular party in
the country. IF the three-way coalition was

asanything clse,
mnm\kaﬂmﬂ

trained personnel, and effective monitor-
ing mechanisms, For instance,

prmr at the Assaciasion af People with

&l

Goodbye, Mr Krishna

GAYATHRI NIVAS
SM Krishna, who decorat-

il many elective as well as
political positions, was firse
anu]]v:anrmﬂ. yhumanbe-

Rajkumar.Radio was the only
line of communication with the
Fugitive. Krishna began his ap-
peal with *Veerappanavare..”
and continued on o polite note.
We were I'Iahh:rynt A h:ml of

ing. fhewished o hedp
whoapproached him and did moc
wantan official or assistantioin-
trude, he coukd dismiss the im-
poster with just aglance, astern
word, ora wrysmile.
At Krishna's funeral

tivevillage, 5o

Sle nERoL
Nt nurlmblr Fiur tha was Kr-
ishna's inborm style, He coubkd
be incisive but woukd never tres-
pass civiliey.

Adfter the actor's release, re
tired DGPIGPC Dinakar wrote
a book ritked 1 % Prize

dya, Karnataka's Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar bent
low, placed his forehead ax the
footof the coffinin total submis-

Cagch Raffurnar,chroniclingthe
Kidnap and ks aftermath, Only
Deccan Herald and The Times

o, and shed The eredic
Tor taming DKS from a feisty
Zilla Panchayat member o a
maore amenable legislator goes
10 Krishna, As Speaker of the
Kamanaka Legislative Assem-
iy, Krishna only had mocall out
“Shivakumar™ in a stern voice,
and DKS would quietly retreat
o his seat, DKS hnd free access
o Krishnas home, like a son
the lamer never had, That was
a rare privilege, indeed, as the
SUAVE SLADCSITIAN WAS NEVET one
wminglefreely, He kept hispro-
Tessional and personal life clear-
Iy demarcated, though his wife,
Premakka, asshewas popularly
known, was an unobtrosive
presence ahways, The only time
I remember her photo being
flashed across media channels
and newspapers was when she
brandished a broom as partof a
cleanliness drive,

Though Krishna's foreign
education was toated by eritics
o brand himan elitist, he was as
much a “mannina maga" (son
of the soil) as any ather “man-
dyadha gandu™ (mandya’s sci-
an). Hailing from an agrarian
background, he was Fully con-
versant with rural customs and
ruditions. Heonce enlightened

af Ttz ot a copy each, late in
h ing, The policeex-chied,

who had promised to “tell all”
Feared a government ban on his
book and made sure no ather
copy was available. Around
midnight, we gotarequest from
CM'soffice toshare the book, a5
any government is duty bound
to safeguard public order. DH
did not oblige as our source
had requested confidentialiny.
Krishna respected the “gentle-
man’s agreement” and did not
pursue the marter.

Notwithstanding his non-
partisan outlook, Krishna wis
reluctant to appaint & non-Kar-
nataka officer to the post of
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, which had fallen vacant.
‘When questioned, he retorted,
“How long shoubd weneglectthe
interests of state officers?™ But
when the seniormost officer,
Shobhnath Rai, moved court on
the biasis of a Deccan Herald re-
portguestioning the CM sstand
and goi a favourable verdict,
Krishna appointed him PCCF
without any qualms,

Father o two daughters—
Maalavika and Shambhai—Kr-
ishna miadde the welfare of the
girl child and women his gov-
ernment’s priority, Much lntd.‘f

o the practice of
“hecchali™Wh inwas

‘ul(‘ sovernorof Mal

mensured for sale or to be given
aswages tolabourers, a handful
wasalways put back intothe,

nar y.-wns “Tecchal, nmnlnx

wpmmulpnn an
ordimance seeking to ban dance
barsinMumbail. Theinstant clo-
sure of the 700-odd dance bars
-‘ILTI.IS&MI.ImlnINI :ltllm:wmlsl
hirthe livedih

“may th e, | have
followed that custom eversince
inthihope that iy finite kitchen
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Krishna earned the title
gcndmum po]n:n:lnn with his

dance girls coming from abject
poverty, was his concern. He
asked the government to move
a bill in the legislagure instead
and pass i law nflcr due discus-

de. When
Kanmada film lhesepl:m Rajku-
mar was kidnapped by brigand
Veerappan and kept captive in
the Sathyamangala forests, Kr-
ishing, as chief minister, visited
Rajkumar's wife Parvathamma
in her Bengaluru home. A tight
security ring wisthrownaround
thee howse by jurisdictional police
led by officer KN Jithendranath,
A colleague and 1, representing.

Ee i all
|parties concerned.

In December 2022, Krishna
wraciously acoepred the request
of his one-time ministerial col-
league Nafees Fazal to release
her biography even though he
had just recovered from illness.
Reminiscing about how he

Fazal from his minds-
try om the basis of an allegation
whashe was “dancing”ara party,
mc[nrmurcmdmu'nsltropcnl)

Prajevani, managed to gain en-
try with due permision. Inside,
an All Tndia Radio tesam was re-
eording an appeal by the chicf
minister to the brigand w lree

d s kmipulsive action:
“I should not have punished
my minister without giving her
a chance to speak,” confessed
Krishna, winning resounding
applause from the guests,
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50 YEARS AGO: DECEMBER 1974
Sonia, an insurance agent

New Delhi, Dec 17

Alicence to funesion as an insurance
agent was granted (o Mrs, Sonia Gan-
dhi, elder daughier-in-tav al the Prime
Minister, by the Cangroller of Insurance
under Section 42al the Insurance Act,
1330, Deputy fimance Minister Sushila
Rahtagi told the Rajya Sabha today. The
licence wa effiective from February 2,
73, On the srength of the licence,
Mrs. Sania Gandhi was registered as
insurance agent with the Orrienial Fire
and General Insurance Compuany Lud,
and che Usiited India Fire and General
Insrance Company Ll she said,

25 WEARS NGOD: DECEMBER 1999

US lifts sanctions on

51 Indian firms e power of positivity cannot toarope lying nearby. Avonce, Somu
be: uurr‘u:aml. asour biological — threw the bucket into the well and

‘Waghingtan. Dec 17 (PTI & Uk hyxlrmrlmls weverythingour  asked Ramutohold it. He started

The United 5 Durmindis apowerful — pulling up the rope with great

lifting of past-Pakhran sanctions an instrument capable of producing as- difficulry unell Ramu was

51 Indian emeiries from a list of 200 "o nomishing feats as llustrated here, Two ot of the well. When they

e tghly focus the embargmes™

an those enterprises “mast directly
invobved in profiferation activities of
eomeern”, bt made mo such exoep-
tions im ease of Pakistan, However, the
U5 will comtinue its ban an dual-use
e expares to enditics in Indin and
Pakistan, US Commerce Assistant
Secretary for Export Adminisiration R
Roger Majale snid.

young boys, Ramu and Somu were
elose friends and spent most of their
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Believingin self

ran homeand wld their
Families and the villagers

villagersdemanded an explanation as
o lvow Somu would have performed
this feat. The wise unele explained

that during the timeol the eri-

sis, there was ne-one around

totell him he couldn'tdoit.

As his mind was focussed
onsaving his friend no

Interestingly the power of personal
belief is exploited in training the ani-
meals by the trainers. The traimers use
athin repe iote the baby elephanis
Trowm one of their legs 1o a pole on the
ground. At
enough o stop them from eseaping,

hat age, the rope is strong

time together, Oneday as an adven-
wure they went a lirdle too far away from
thevillage. While they were running
around and exploring, Ramu fell into
awell. He started sereaming as he
didn't know swimming and thought he
wold drown. A tervilied Somu looked
around for helpbut found no one,
Suddenly, his eyes fell ona bucket tied

about the mishap and
rescue, nobody believed
them because Somu

waas oo young and weak
vivevert it a bucket half-full

with water. Theyall wondered how
e could have pulled aut Ramu from
the well, butonly hisuncle,a leamed

seniorman believed the boys, The

negative thowghits sur-

faced, Theshock induced
adrenalin-rush gave him
h tos ol thhe rogse

They grow up like this, believing
they can never break the rope, So
even as chults they stay put whc'n they
£I.ll.' nnd 03 polewith the mpn_ even

ighiinorderio
save his friend’s life. Self-motivation

inhumans is fuelled by intrinsic logical

ehinkingand application of theskills
and knowledge effectively,

transformarive mindser, It means
trusting in one’s abilites, strengths,
and resilience,
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Private aviation is releasing more
than its ‘fair share’ of emissions

Scientists analysed flight data from the ADS-B Exchange platform and focused on five recent global events which were accompanied by international travel. They found some
47% of all these flights were for distances shorter than 500km and around 19% were in fact for distances shorter than 200km. About 5% spanned less than 50km

Monika Mondal

f the aviation sector were a country,
it would be among the world’s top
10 greenhouse gas-emitting nations.
Air travel is one of the most
polluting modes of travel for its relatively
higher carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide
emissions and the effects of vapour trails
and gases it deposits in the atmosphere.

But even within air travel, private jets
and chartered planes have a higher
carbon footprint per passenger.
According to a 2021 report of the
European Federation for Transpart and
Environment, private jets are five- to
14-times more polluting per passenger
than commercial flights and 50-times
maore than trains,

A recent study in Nature reported
emissions increased by 46% between
2019 and 2023, especially thanks to
private aviation. The number of aircraft
increased from 25,993 in December 2023
1o 26,454 in February 2024 and is
expected to grow further. According to
the paper, “Private aviation contributed at
least... about 3.6 tonnes of CO2 per flight™

More millionaires in India

As of March 2024, 112 private planes were
registered in India. According to the
paper, India has very few aircraft per lakh
population (0.01) compared to Malta
{46.51), the 1S, (5.45), Switzerland (3.76),
the ULK. (0.78), Brazil (0.43), France
(0.26), and Russia (0.1). China has a
comparable 0.02,

“But India is actually among the top 20
countries in terms of private aircraft
ownership and the highest among
lowr-middle-income countries,” Ramya
Natarzjan, a research scientist at the
Centre for Study of Science, Technology,
and Policy (CSTEP), a think-tank in
Bengaluru, said. “This isn't surprising
because India, while still 2 developing
country, has the third highest number of
billionaires in the world and also has a
rapidly growing millionaire population.”

Despite nascent efforts to decarbonise
the aviation industry, solutions like
sustainahble aviation fuels (SAFs),
hydrogen, and electrification haven't
been easy to implement at a large scale.

Private flight usage

In the study, researchers from institutes in
Sweden, Germany, and Denmark
analysed flight data from the ADS-B
Exchange platform and focused on five
recent global events accompanied by
international travel.

These events were the World Economic
Forum in Switzerland; the Super Bowl in
the ULS.; the COP28 climate talks in the
ULALE.; the Cannes Film Festival in

#s.of March 2024, 112 private planes were registered in India. Representative phota. CHRES LEIPET

France; and the 2022 FIFA World Cup in
‘Qatar. In many cases, the researchers
found the same aircraft units were used
for these events.

Some 47% of all these flights were for
distances shorter than 500km. Around
19% were in fact for distances shorter
than 200km; many of them were actually
empty or used to deliver goods. About 5%
of the flights spanned less than 50km - a
distance otherwise easily covered by road
or rail.

The study also reported that the use of
private aircraft for leisure destinations like
Ihiza in Spain and Nice in France peaked
in June-August, which is summer in the
northern hemisphere, and especially over
the weekends.

Around 69% of private aviation was
concentrated in the 1.5,

The researchers also estimated that
another 8,500 jets will be delivered to
private parties in the next 10 years,
although how many will end up in India is
unknown. “How many additional private
Hights might be added every year as India
becomes a wealthier, developed country?
Can India afford to take the US. route?
‘What would the overall impact of such
lifestyle choices be?” Natarajan asked.

Adr travel and India’s emissions

In the last decade, the Indian government
launched the policies ‘Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik' (UDAN) to enhance rural
connectivity and "Nextgen Airports for

ee

In India. the alcohol-torjet pathway
seems most lkely inthe medium
term. However, planning is needed to
avold negative land-use change and
groundwater implications. Demand
for SAF should not incentivise
SUgArcane or makze

Bharat Nirman' (NABH) to increase
airport capacity by mare than five times,
Indian airplane operators have also
been testing low-carbon fusls. In 2008, for

example, Spicefet operated a flight from
Uttarakhand to New Delhi on aviation fuel
blended with oil from seeds of the
jatropha plant, to the tune of 25% by
volume. In 2023, Air Asia flew a flight
from Pune to New Delhi powered by SAF
blended with aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
based on indigenous feedstock and
supplied by the Indian 0il Corporation,
Ltd. But these attempts have not
translated into the commerdalisation of
SAF due toits limited availability and
efficiency. According to one April 2024
estimate, it also costs "at least 120%™
more than comventional jet fuel for
reducing emissions by at least 27%.

Apart from SAFs, both experts and
lawmakers have discussed hydrogen and
electrification as possible alternatives to

e, which is used in aviation for its

‘high energy density. Hydrogen packs
threetimes more energy in the same
mass but handling it is a nightmare.
Engineers will need to redesign, remodel,
and restructure aircraft bodies as well as
the fuel storage, transportation, and
fuelling facilities at airports to use
‘hydrogen-hased fuels in aviation.
Likewise, electrification is currently a
poor solution due to ssues of battery
weight, flight stability, and its
dependency on other economies for its
raw materials, industry experts have said.

“In India, the alcohol-tojet pathway
seems mast likely in the medium term,
given that we already have a good etha
production supply chain,” Natarajan said.
“However, this should be carefully
planned to avoid negative land-use
change and groundwater implications. A
demand for SAF should not incentivise
increased cultivation of sugarcane ar
maize. Instead, only surplus sugar should
be used.”

However, Natarajan added, the work of
her and her peers at CSTEP suggests there
is hope. “If by the year 2050, only surplis
sugar is converted to ethanol and ethanol
is fully used to make aviation fuel, instead
aof blending with petrol as we do
currently, then we can meet almuost
15-20% of the aviation fuel demand of
2050," she said.

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and emvironment journalist.

a.monikamondal@gmail.com)
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commerdal flights and 50
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Keypad protocol for numbers

Q: Why are the
rows ona
calculator or
number keypad
arranged with
the lowest
numbers at the
bottom when we normally read
from top to bottom? And why
are phone keypads arranged
with the lowest numbers at the
top?
A: Mechanical adding machines,
based on rotating wheels, always
hawe the '0" button adjacent to
the 'I" button.

convention, most old
adding machines had the
numbers increasing in value
from the bottom and this may be
a hangover from when the
machines had levers on the
wheels rather than buttons.
When the numbers were put
onte a pad arranged as a three
by three grid with one left over,

Representative image of a dignal caloulator. posTon

the order of the numbers, as far bt
as possible, kept the same, telephane dial.
according to a report in New - The Hindw Bureau
Scientist.
On a rotary telephone dial the
“{)’ comes adjacent to the '3’
because a ‘()" in the telephone
number is signalled by ten
pulses on the line.
When telephones acquired For feedback and suggestions
push buttons in a grid, the for ‘Science’, please write to
ordering of the buttons was sclence@thehindu.co.in
carried over from the old with the subject ‘Daily page’
A R



