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Reforms for growth
Independence Day announcements can go a long way

Ad.dn:sslng the nation for the 13th consectitive time from the Rcd Fort, Prime Min-
ister Modin would not only give a new
impetus to the economy but also help make Indis 8 more secure nation. Among
the biggest announcements was the formation of a task force for next-generation
reforms, which would evaluate all laws, rules, and procedures related to economic
activities in a time-bound manner. To be sure, Mr Modi hed earlier talked sbout a
deregulation commission, but the idea didn’t move forward. A thorough evalu-
ation of rilles and reguilations can increase the ease of doing business enormenisly.
To be fair, the government has been working on this front and has removed over
40,000 it Y commp OVET, Honwevier, acomm-
prehensive review is noeded o bring rules and regulations governing economic
activities in tune with the requirements of the 215t contury, States must also be
taken on board in this exercise,

The other big announcement was the next-generation goods and services tax
(GST) reforms, The GST system will likely move to a two-rate structure for the ma-
jority of goods and services (5 and 18 per cent), along with a higher rate (40 per oent)
for sin goods. This will simplify the rate structure and boost compliance. Fewer
slabs would also likely address classification and procedural issues, The simplifi-
cation of the rate structure and rationalisation of rates were long overdise, though
the reported strscture may have revenue implications, which will need tobe man-
aged fully. Mr Modi als hed on India’s macro
the government s biggest achievements since 2014, Sustained fiscal consolidation
after the pandemic and improved expenditure quality prompted S&P Global Rat-
ings to upgrade India’s sovereign rating after an 18-year gap. The upgrade will im-
prove India’s sttractiveness, particulary among foreign portfolio investors.

However, in the near term, investment may be driven by trade tensions with the
United States (US), Trade-related uncertainty is the biggest risk to growth at the mo-
ment. 1t is in this context that Mr Modi said that India would never com promise on
theinterests of farmens. It has been reported that India’s position on the farm sector
was o major sticking point in trade negotiations with the US. Things, of course, be-
came more commplex after the US threatened to impose additional tariffs on India
for importing Russian oil, While there is no doubt that India needsto protect the in-
terests of its farm sector, which supports the livelihood of about half the population,
it may remain a hurdle in trade negotiations with other countries as well, Thus, it
would be important to evaluate the situation to strike the right balance.

Against the backdrop of Opcraﬂon Sindoor, the Prime Minister was expected
to speak about defence. In 1, he announeed Missi shan Chakra,
a national security shield capable of not enly neutralising attacks but also striking
back with force. The system will be researched and manufactied in India. He
also spoke of a high-powered demography mission to check illegal migration in
border areas, There is no debate that people from neighbouring countries should
not be allowed to illegally settle on Indian soil. However, the mission must take
adequate care that poor and marginalised Indians in these areas are not subjected
to difficulties. Overall, if India is to move closer to the target of becoming a devel-
oped nation by 2047, it needs to grow st a much faster pace. While addressing
trade-related issues is a priority in the short run, announcements like the GST re-
form and broader next-gencration reforms will go a long way in increasing growth.

Alaskan encounter

Only Mr Putin gained from the meeting

Hopes for an early end to the three-year war between Russia and Ukmine were
comprehensively dashed following United States (US) President Donald Trump's
ml.u:h-m'll:l:l;pmd meeting with Russian President Viadimir Putin in Alaska, Even
given the low expectations from this meeting, the result could not have been worse
fior embattled Ukraine, for the signals it sends to countries with irredentist ambi-

tioms, notably China (Taivan) and the US {Greenland), At maost, it offers more com-
pelling evidence of the US's abdication of its role as a principled interlocutor in
plobal conflicts. After affording Mr Putin & lavish weleome, including a red carpet

and ride in “The Beast”, the armoured US presidential limousine, to the venue of

the meeting, Mr Trump failed to secure even a ceasefire agreement. Instead, he
backtracked, apparently backing Mr Putin's plans for Ukraine to cede territory
Russia holds in the east as a condition for a peace agreement. At a press confers
ence, Mr Trump alluded to eliminating the "root causes” of the conflict before a
peace deal could be made, Mr Putin, on his part, suggested that the talks were
“ponstructive” and Ukraine was just ene of the topics discussed. Mutual trade and
space exploration were others, apparently,

Thie Alasks meecting has been fruitful only for Mr Putin. Shunned by Western na-
tions for his invasion of Crimea in 2014 and Ukraine in 2022, his finst meeting on US
soil sinoe then has immeasurably strengthened his stature, With an Intermational
Criminal Court {ICC) warrant against him, Mr Putin has only visited such Russian
allies us North Korea, Belarus, and Mongolia before this (the US is not an 10C signa-
tory so the meeting broke no international niles). In terms of geopolitical stability,
the immediate and long-term consequences of the Alaska meeting are deeply con-

cerning. For Ukmine and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, whose gallant defenceof

hiis country is being stretched dangerowsly thing the Alaska meeting did not make
miuch headway, Ahead of a meeting at the White House scheduled for Monday, be
canexpect more pressure tocede the 20 per cent of Ukraine, including coal-rich Do-
nietsk, which Russin has captured, Since he is unlikely to sgree, US-Ukraine relations
may be hit, with all its implications for much-needed military support, on which
Kyiv is dependent in its war against the better-resourced and larger Russian nation.

Alaska's suboptimal outcome also weakens the 76-year-old North Atlantic
Treaty Organization {Nato) alliance. Post-Alaska, most key Nabo nations have
agreed to continue supporting Ukmine with materiel, intelligence, and training.
Such assistance undedines a moral commitments it is unclear how far it will help
Ukraine since the US has done the heavy-lifting in terms of military and financial
support. Meanwhile, fault-lines within the alliance are emerging, with Slovakiaand
Hungary praising Mr Putin for his Alasks "win®. Leaders of both countries have
criticised the European Union for what they see as its “rigid” stance on the conflict.
Given Mr Trump's maverick, transactional style, it is unclear whether India canex-
poct a post-Alaska rollback of the punitive 25 per cent tariff for buying Russian ol,
although Mr Trumgp is reported to have indicated that the penal additional duty on
India for buying Russian oil would be reconsidered. After all, in the space of six
months, Mr Trump has swung from deriding Mr Putin toembracing his Ukrainian
agenda for no notable gains to the US. Where Indiawill gure in this perpetual pol-
fcy pendulum remains to be seen,
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Building a better GST

New moves on the GST are progress, but much
more is required

AJAY SHAH, VIJAY KELHAR & ARBIND MODI

The debate on Indla’s goods and services tax (GST)
has been stimulated. The leader of the Opposition,
kahul Gandhi, offered a four-paint critique: The
existing system ks overdy complex arising from
multiple rates; dissdvantages micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEsk undermines fiscal
federalism; and prematurely excludes petroleum
products, In response, Prime Minister Narendra
Mud.l has announced a “double Diwall™ package of

GET reforms”, 1 to sim-
ptl.fythe tax structure by collapsing it into two main
slabs of § per cent and 18 per cent. These develop-
mants can be assessed by measuring them against
the principles of “the perfect GST7 as concetved by
its original architects.

‘The GST rate structure conundmim

Thie sevien-slab, mult-rte structure (025, 3, 5, 12, 18,
24, and 28+ per cent plus cess) has led to significant
economic distortions and compliance challenges.
These are very high rates in objective terms,

This but it is not the perfiect GST. Alow
single-rate system, a global best practice, is really the
anly way to g,

The present § per cent rate is a bit of an Mlusion.
Inmany aspects, today, Input tax credits (17C) are re-
stricted or capped. This ks a full negation of the vislon
of GET. The effective tax burden is then much higher.
Crross tax collections at the 18 percent rate tend to be
overstated as I'TC ks not taken Into account. This de-
sign beads to cascading and gives complexity without
meaningful net revenue,

Thitime has come to go to a single GST rate with
full FTC. Avalue of about 12 per cent is a wise solution,
with aslice of this G5T going to the city government.
We estimate that shifting to a low single-rate system
would give an additional 0.7 to 1.4 per cent of gross
domestle product (GOP) in revenue.

MEMEs and the cronyism debate

The assertion that GST fosters “crony capdtalism™ by
disproportionately burdening MSMES 1= palitically
framed, but It has a foundation Inthe reallties around
us. The perfect GST would enable seamless ITC, but

The call for a single rate correctly this
multiplicity as a central problem. The Prime Min-
Ister's proposal to streamline the system into a Ave-
slab structure, with a & per cent rate for most
consum pthon goods and an 18 per cent rate for gen-
eril goods and services, is a step toward rationaliza-
thon and rate reduction. Nearly 9o per cent of items
at 12 per cent will go to § per cent, and nearly 90 per
cent of items at 28 per cent slabwill go to 18 per cent.
The 28 per cent slab with cess will be consolidated
into a single 40 per cent rate, while the 0.3 per cent
and 3 per cent concessbonal rates will continue to
apply to specified high-value tems.

the lom has created a
disadvantage for smaller firms.

While large businesses can fully claim I'TC on thelr
inputs, which are often taxed at the standard 1B per
cent rate, MSMEs frequently fail to do so due to a
comblnation of factors, lnr:lud.l.ug compliance bar-
rlers, Houidity o on
formal suppliers. 1'I|lslmpnsea ahigh tax burden on
them and pushes them to remainsmall and informal.

MEMEs will be helped by reforming the core rate
structure, reducing the standard rate on inputs from
16 to 12 per nenl thereby easing MSME ]:\artlclpath:

Giving soybean its due

The soybean Industry has urged the government to
declare 2006 as the "Year of Soy". The plea, backed
by all stakeholders, Including public-sector bodles
and research organisations, has come at a time when
the saybean sector is at the crossroads. While the
production of soybean is stagnating at around 125
million tonnes over the past few years, the demand
fior this multl-utility grain is steadily mounting, es-
calating the ds ils Imports The |

ity of soybean cultlvntlun has I:e:-‘n on
lhe decline due to climate change-
driven weather uncertainties, the grow-
ing threat of pests and diseases, and
price fluctuations, dissuading farmers
from ralsing production. The crop-
planting trends in the ongolng kharlf
sowing season clearly indicate the diver-
sion of some land from soybean to more
Iucrative crops, such as paddy, sugar-
cane, or maize, even In the country's
leading saybean-producing state, Mad-
Ihya Pradesh. which also abounds in soy-
based Industrial units. An ap i

FARMVIEW

present, Indian soy exports conslst langely of low-
value, albelt highly nutrdtious, de-olled soybean
maal for use as animal feed. Good-quality soybean
grains for producing protein supplements and pro-
teln-dense soy-hased snacks for human consump-
tlon are mostly imported from abroad.

According to the 5oy Food Promotion and Wel-
fare Assoclation (SFPWA), sovbean ls oneof the most
cost-effective sources of good-quallty protein and
many other vital nutrients, It containg
all the nine essential amino aclds {a
complete range of dietary proteins) and
slzeable amounts of healthy fats, fibre,
vitamins, and mlnemls. I'he cost of soy

s

OPINION 9

Fiscal federalism
The debate surrounding the timing of GST fund
transfers to states, which has been cited as o break-
down of fiscal federalism, shows the political frictions.
that arlse from a structural deskgn faw. The friction
over transfers stems from the architecture of the in-
tegrated GST (1GST).

1GST collections come to the Unkon, and are then
apportioned to the states, Delay or disputes become
political conflicts. The kssue is not one of intent but
of deslgn. It Is better to split IGST Into two distinet
levies: A Undon-IGST and a state-1GST at the outsat,
ench component could be credited directly to lts re-
spective government in real time. This would elim-
Imate the need for complex cross-credit settlements.
and remove friction with states.

The rond not taken: Petroleum, electricity, and

broader reform

The demand to include petrolewm products within
the GET framework misrepresents the economic
functlon of the current taxatbon structure. The Union
exclse on petrolewm functions as & comective tax to
Internalise thelr negative externalities: Carbon
emisslons, solid particulate matter emisslons, and
congesthon. State VAT serves s a consumpgion tax,
The tramsformation required s deeper. The exclse on
petroleum neads to be fused into a single “eco” or car-
bon tax, applied to petroleum and coal, admindstered
Iy the Union for the last decades of these Indwsties,
Once that is done, petroleum products and coal
should become an ordinary pan of a single-rate GST.

The electrlclty duty on the other hand is a clear
and compelling reform priority. The fragmented tax
treatment on eleclrlclly leads to cascading effects
thiat AN exports. yan
ordinary pmd.uct In GET would be wise.

The taxation of gald and luxury goods requires
Improvemeants. The current 3 per cent GST on gold
and bullion should be reconsidered; international
best practice treats bullion as a savings instrument,
not a consumption good, and thus exempts it from
VAT and customs duties. Jewellery, however, should
be fully taxed at the new single GST rate. Luxury and
&in goods should be subject to specific exclses im-
posed concurrently by the Unbon and states, bt fully
separate from GST, to ensure that GST itself remains
aclean, broad-based consumption tax.

Similarly, all GST exemptions should be com pre-

v Rec we objectives
should be met by cash transfers,

Fixing Indian tax policy remalns central to Indian
success. The announcements constitute progress,
But the unfinkshed agenda remains clear: A decisive
move to a single rate, a structural reform of the 1GST
settlement mechanksm, and the inclusion of key in-
puts like electricity into the GST fold,

The authors are affiliated with Pune International
Cantre and XKDR Forum

primarily on vegetarian foods for thelr protein
requiremnent. Meagre soy consumption can be at-
tributed to several factors, apart from limited avall-
ability. These include want of awareness of the health
and nutritional merts of soybean; people’s Intrinsic
preference for dalry products, such as milk, dahi, lassi
and paneer: and, most importantly, the ssues related
tothe digestibility of soybean. particularly when used
like traditional Indian dals. Soy seeds carry certaln
undesirable compounds, chiefly trypsin-inhibitors
and phytates, which adversely affect nutrient absorp-
thom, and pose health hazards lke gas and bloating,
Though many of t thy ingr 5 can be
eliminated to a large extent through simple proce-

proteln s \xth of
that of protein from eggs and other non-
wvegetarlan sources, and half of wheat
proteln. The gralns have, on average, 40
per cent protein, which is quite com-
parable to — and, in some cases, even
higher than — the proteln in eggs and
war ds of meat. Its fat o 88
timated at around 20 per cent, though

response, by way of favourable policles

and programmes to boost the production and con-
sumption of soybean, |s Imperative to prop up this
sector. Observing 2026 as the Year of Soy would pro-
vide an appropriate opportunity to do so.

Soybean is a dch source of both protein and oil.
Higher soy production can facilitate achieving two
critical objectives of alleviating rampant malnutrl-
tlon, especlally protein deficlency. and mitigating
edible-oll shortage. It can, additionally, generate

Im th vandthe
d.uw’nnl:eam walue-chaln, and allow higher exports
of value-added soy products to capitalise on the
growing global demand for vegetable proteins At

donate to religious

every 100 yards in Kerala —

congregations and practice an
austere lifestyle — "We fill our
bottle at awatar fountain

loweer than that in some ather oilseeds
like mustard and groundnut, |s deemed of good
quality because it comprises both mono-unsatu-
rated and poly-unsaturated fats. It also contalns
some vital vitamins, such as Vitamin Kand.\-'ilarnln

dures like soaking In water, proper cooking,
and Industrial processing. not many people know
this. Besides, many consumers do not relish the typl-
«cal taste and flavour of soy praducts, Even a globally
popular soy-hased product ke tofu Bils tofind many
takers in India because It does not match the appeal
of its equivalent milk-based desi alternatives.
Unfortunately, soybean alsosuffers froman ident-

I.lycrtsi! Jl Is: neilhercomld.ered. anollseed, thnugh It

tant seed- L'alne nncatlle feed, nor as !egmm Lpul.se
crop), though it has a very high content of proteln and,
like cther legumes, fixes akmospheric nitrogen in the
soil. ‘Ilheunusofeduc.ntlng pmpleabuut the virtues.
ofsaybean, rests

A; minerals like calcium, lron, ¢
phorus, potassium, zinc, and selenium; and the
much sought after antioxidants and phyto-nu-
trients, which offer vardous health benefits.
However, the present level of consumption of soy-
bean in India s too low, merely 2 grams per day, com:
pared to 40 grams in China and 30 grams in Japan.
Experts belleve that this level should go up to 15-20
@rams to ensure proper nutrtion for people who rely

Beautiful public spaces whene
the rich and the poor mingle
make Indla's well -off
uncomfortable, They take

primarily with the soy- basecl Inclustry, tracde, and
other stakeholders, Mo doubt. they cannot be accused
ofimaction on this front, but more needs to be done to.
further boost the demand of soybean as a health food.
Observing 2006 a5 the Year of Soy can go far in putting
this sector on a fast growth traectary.

surindersud@Egmall.com

education |s an upper-class trick to trap
the poor into hoping for better times till
It is too late for remedial steps. Barely
one third of American children

This is the author’s fourth book but the
first in the non-fction genre.an
Innovation from the 19508, merging
responsible journalisn and engaging
Aetbon Inimpact ful storytelling. The
result is Aow of
sustalned by thelr own sometimes
convoluted logle. The author quit as
editor of the Open magaxine towrite
and explore alternative opportunities.
S0, why don't more upper-class
Indlans get slaughtered [n thelr beds by
the numerically overwhelming poor,
many of whom serve the former in thelr

oy
J hlnkoftheulllmatelumry being
served bed tea — and the ncmmpnn'sdrg
securlty dilemma of in-house halp.
Keeping a dog Is a safeguard. But not if
walked and fed by the house-help as
maost upper-class pets are,

‘The poor attacking the rich s
relatively rare In Indin. Sordid jails and
the snall-paced judiclary are effective
distncentives for voluntary eriminal
acts. The resilience of the Indian social
order can be attributed to the
preservation of "soclal distance” as
In not eating on the same table, not
sltting on the same furniture, and not
eating from the same crockery. Oddly,
rather than detract, these sdd tosoclal
cohesion albelt of the stratified
Inclian kind.

‘The author posits that humans do
not hate those significantly better than
themselves. They hate the "vislble just
above” and the "next below.” The

homen know their secrets and have
Al

former because they could block thelr
soclal ascent and the latter because
they might be pushing them out of a job
o & house or even just space on the
road. This principle applies uniformly.
The result is a stable, social order,
tempering social upheavals into ripples.
on aplackd lake rather than tidal waves
in & stormy sea.

Mot showing off wealth publicly s
another practioe that blinds the poor to
gross Inecuities. The author comes
from a family of gold money lenders of
Kerala, though he was raised in
Chennal and Hves In "Gurugram,
Delhi's richer suburb.” These money
lenders dilute the opprobrium
assoclated with thelr business by
presenting themsealves as saviours of
last resort, do viruous deeds like
rebuffing a drunkard. pawning family
jewellery, and sympathising with a
widow pawning gold to get by, Like the
author's mother, they remain hyper
local — there s a gold money lender

rather than buy bottled water
onacrulse ship”™. According to
the author, ascribing to “moral
Idleas lke the iImportance of
family, religlon, nation,
putting commundty before

=l favour the rch but also
appeal to and bind the poor, In
avirtuous compact,

Could India’surban chaos
and dirt be a strategy to
maintain a depressing
common reality - making
cltles look poorer than they
are— to slgnal that everyone ls
In the same boat, creating a comman
sense of belongingness? So strong Isthe
hold of this chaotie stable but
Inlcquitous soclal order that even the
unimaginable prettiness of defined
sidewalks in Europe, the orderly rows of
self-regulated traffic, the attractive
pubdic spaces for people to meet and
redax all begin to pale after a while.

266 pages

Ly M Jasegh
Pulikshed by Alegh
075

wway the signs of privilege and
prestige that define the Indian
middle and upper classes -
private transport., gated
communities inaccessible

to the poor, except as guards,
malds, handymen, or

drivers, Mo wonder, once the
eures are spent, they are
happy to return.

Some of the author's
conclusions appear
exmpuerated, such as his view
that "Inequal ity cannot be
solved.” Yes, greed, a key
human driver, will always
create an upwardly sloplng ladder of
Income and benefits, But Inequallty isa
lower order problem than poverty and a
less parvasive one. In wealthy countries
state support insulates the young In
poor families and provides
opportunities, albelt imperfectly.

Similarly, it is over-the-top to assert
that the obsesslon with higher

R )

graduate from college. But a decent Life
exists even outside college If you can
Identify your talent and acton It - ask
Mark Zuckerberg. A competitive
economy s the key differentiator
between a rentier and an innovator.
Wealth can be generated and lost Ina
single generation. Kerala did
something right In providing good
hasic education and goed public health
services for all. No surprise, then, that it
has the lowest percentage of poar
Famnilies at 0,55 per cent.

This Is a racy and drolly humorous
read, with the folksy Irreverence and
perceptive Inslghts on human
behaviour of stand-up comedlans.

It 15 & must- read for those seeking
qulck answers to intractable questions
onwhy Indials Bharat.

The reviewer 15 distinguished fellow at
Chintan Research Foundation and
was previowsly in the 1AS and

the World Bank
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SPINELESS FOE:

HOW JELLYFISH

DISRUPT NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHL AUGUST 17

ONEOF the largest nuclear power plants
in France was lorced to temporarily shut
dowvn on August 10 due to a slimy and
spinebess adversary: jellyfish.

The incident took place after a “mas-
sive and unpredictable” swarm of the
marine ereature clogged up the plant's
cooling system,

This ks not the firse time that jelbyfish
have thwarted nuckear plants, Swarms of
these imvertibrates have caused such dis-
ruptions across the world since at least
the 1990s,

Howoever, the incidents of jellyfish dis-
rupting power generation have been on
the rise in recent years. For instance, in
2011, jellyfish paralysed plants in Iseael,
Japan, and Scotlancd. In 2003, an invasion
of jellyfish halted a reactor in Sweden.

e chos folbdish n L

plants?

Nuclear power plants requine a con-
stant flow of water to cool their reactors
and turbine systems, which is why many
are built near large bodies of water, The
plants’ intake pipes have screening arcas
with grated barrier systems to remove
solid materials and aquatic life and allow
the inflow of water, sometimes millions
of gallons every minute,

Hewwever, pellyfish pose a unidue prob-
lei te this system. Wﬂrn a large vedurme
of jeliyfish — around a million individuals
— gets pulled inby the intake pipes, they
entirely cover and clog the screening ar-
cas within minutes. As a result, the fow
of water is interrupted, This risks over-
heating and damage to the major plant
conatituents, such as the turbines, con-
densers, and boilers, Forcing the reactors
toshust dowwn

Such a large number of jellyfish are
typically pulled in when these creatures
bilaam — a ragid, lemparary increase i
Jellyfish reproduction rates — near coastal
nuclear power plants. During this
process, millions of srw:atr]rﬁyﬁsh
champ together into dense groups.

Remaving jellyfish from the screens
invalves complicated and dangerous
procedures,

If a large population of jellyfish has

COSMICCOMPANI

A jellyfish at an aquarium in
Vancouver. Wikimedia Cormmons

clogged the intake pipes, it may take upto
two days for the workers to clean them
{'Preventing Jellyfish Attacks on Electrical
Power Plants in Kuwait: An Innovative
Solution’, The International journal of
Eryrineering and Science, 2024). During
this process, there is a chance that jelly-
fish may sting the workers,

Wiy are such incidents on the rise?
Theincreasein |nndrmsuf|xmrrd:y

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY AUGUST 18,2025

EXPLAINED

SIDDHARTH UPASANI
NEW DELHL AUGLIST 17

LASTWEEK was turming ot to be a great one
for the Indian economy even before Prime
Minister NarendraModi announced a raft of
reforms in his Independence Day speech. A
day earlicr, 6P Global Ratings had upgraded
it ratiryg For Incia to BBB from BRB-. The sov-
ereign rating upgracde by S&P is significant
for two key reasons, One, itcame after a gap
of nearly two decades; and two, it has mean-
ingful implications for the Indian economy.

India’s upgrade pursuit
'I'hc]ml:anwnmnl has ever the last

S aggres hree
glubal dgcnclrs —SRP de)fs Ratings, and
Fitch Ratings — for higher ratings that, in its
opinion, better reflect the economy’s funda-
mentals. ln Ia:: Ncw Delhi has repeatedly

ruption caused by jellyfish is pi
due to arise in their pupulatlull in recent
years, and their abalivy o aclapt to the con-
ditions found in and around coastal nu-
chear power plants.

Several factors ane contributing to the
proliferation of jellylish,

CLIMATE CHANGE: Global warming
has led o higher ocean temperatures,
wehieh, in tiien, has resulted in a suge in
plankton — the primary food source of
jellyfish. With an abundance of food
available, jellyfish have been able to in-
crease their population substantially,

Also, these marine creatures breed
faster in warmer water, Studies have
found that higher temperatures leadto a
higher metabolic rate and faster division
of cells among jellyfish.

OVERFISHING: Jellyfish have prolif-
erated because af overfishing as well,
Various kindsof species, such as tina and
sea turtles, which prey on jellyfish, have
been removed from the ecosystem.

PLASTIC POLLUTION: Unlike other
marine creatures, jellyfish can tolerate
lonw oxygen levels in water, which is a
consequence of pollution. This has also
contributed to the increase in their pop-
ullation in recent years,

ONSATFIRST, HOW

BLACKHOLE TOOKAPARTGIANTSTAR

ASTRONOMERS HAVE ob-
served the calamitous result
of a star that picked the
wrong dance partner. They
have documented what ap-
pears to be a new type of su-
pernoa, as stellar explosions
are known, that occurred
when a massive star tried to
swallow a black hole with
which it had engaged in a
lengthy pas de deux.

The star, which was at
least 10times as massive as our Sun, and
the black hobe, which had a similar mass,
were gravitationally bound to one an-
other in what is called a binary system,
But as their distance narrowed, the black
hele's immense gravitational pull ap-
pears to have distorted the star before
causing it to cxplode.

“We caught a massive star locked ina
Fatal tango with a black hole," said astro=
physicist Mexander Gagliano of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technobogy,
lead author of the stucy published inthe
Astrophysical Journal

“After shedding mass for years in a
dleath spiral with the black hole, the mas-
sive star met its finale by exploding. It re-

leased more energy in a sec-
ond than the sun hasacross its
lifetime." Gagliano added. The
explosion occurmed about 700
million light-years from Earth,
A light-year is the distance

PAPER light travels in an entire year,
CLIP or 15 trillion lem. )
“The gravitational pulls of

thie b osj eets were.... simi-

NEW RESEARCH  larbecause we think they had

simillar masses. But the star
was much larger, so it was in
the process of engulfing the black hole as
the black hode pulled material off of it,”
Gagliano saicl, The researchers are not cer-
tain of the exact mechasnism invobved.
The binary system started with two
massive stars orbiting cach other as cos-
mic companians. But one reached the
end of its natural life cycle and exploded
i a supernova, and its :umulhpwdm
form a black hole, an object [+

displeasure over the agencies’
mrhudu]ug:cw. saying they were biased
against emerging coondmies, The Economic
Survey for 2020-21 even had achaper titled
‘Does India's Sovereign Credit Rating reflect
its funclarmentals Nal',

*The rating of India chid not capeure India'’s
funclarnentals far almost adecade.” Sourmya
Kanti Ghosh, State Bank of India's Group
Chief Economic Adwviser, said in a note on
August 14,

S0, what hasconvinced S&P that now isa
oo time for India to be given anupgrade?

Steady economic improvement

The primary reason is clarity on the gov-
ernment’s finances While the Centre has had
a law called the Fiscal Responsibility and
Badiet Management Act since 2003 < itde-
mands reducing the annual fiscal deficit to 3
per cent of GOP — it has rarely been met. In
fact, only once since the Act's enactment has
the Centre's fiscal deficit fallen below 3 per
cent, in 2007-08, and that was primarily due
tosome financial jugglery. It was in January
2007 that S&P had last upgraded its rating
on India

However, post the Covid-19 pandemic,
the fiscal deficit has been reduced aggres-
sively from 9.2 percent in 2020-21 to the cur-
rent fiscal's tanget of 4.4 per cent.

Goungg forward, the Centre will start tar-
geting a reduction in its debt-to-GDP ratio
from 571 per cent in 2024-25 tw 49-51 per
cent by 2030-31,

Then there is growth. Despite GDP

®0
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India’s S&P rating upgrade

The Indian government has for several years pursued the three global agencies — S&P, Moody's, and Fitch
Ratings — for higher ratings. What has convinced S&P that now is a good time for India to get an upgrade?

Maost cou

Agovt project in Luck

growth falling to a four-year low of 65 per
cent in 2024-25, India remains one of the
fastest growing large economies in the
world — or in S&Ms words, “among the best
performing economies in the world™, And
this is real, or inflation-adjusted, growth;
nominal growth < which is the actual in-
crease inthe GOP in today's prices < iseven
higher, When it comes to caleulating the
debt-to-GDP ratio, itis the nominal GOP that
matters, As such, as long as nominal GDP
growth is higher than the pace with which
thedebt is increasing, the debe-to-GDP ratio
will keep falling.

Anather leey Eactor has been the fairy low
and stable domestic inflation, with S&P prais-
g the Reserve Bank of Incla's inflation man-
agement record, According to latest data,
India’s headline inflation rate had fallen to
1.55 percent in July < the lowest since mid-
2017, Ly and stable inflation is crucial to fae-
eign investors a pincreases in pri

with the government paying interest on it,
MNaw, if the govermiment is seen as et mone
likely to repay the koan — which is what a
higher eredit rating indicates — the rate of
interest is lower.

According to Madhavi Arora, Chief
Economist at Emkay Global Financial
Services, the rating upgrade “can open the
door for new pools of global funds' capital”,
resulting in “lower cost of funding across
macro agents’ curves, including corporates
= especially those barrowing abroad™.

The rating scale

To be sure, India's rating category with
SBP has itself not changed — the country re-
mains in the BBB zone. It's just that it has
gone from the lowest eclge of it or BBB-,to a
more secu e position. The next step would
be BEB=,

s are divided into two rough

erode their inve stments, weaken growth and
the domestic currency, and create social un-
rest = all factors that can lead to a rating
demvngrache.

Why credit ratings matter

Aeredit rating is nothing more than a
measure of an entity's creditworthiness, or
heww likely it is that they may pay back bar-
rowved money, I you repay loans and credit
card bills an time and in full, your credit score
improwes. It is the same for countries,

ost countries need to borrow money
every year to fund some of their expendi-
tures. The difference betwieen the total in-
coanwe and the expenditure for a year is the
fiscal deficit; the Indian government's is Rs
15,69 lakh crore for 2025-26, This has to be
et by borrowing money from the markets,

Nt and speculative grades,
Entities, including countries, in the former
dlass areworth investing in, while repayment
of loans taken by those in the latter is more
dhifficult to predict. But even within the in-
vestment grade, there are levels, and BBB is
the lowiest.

According to S8, a BBE rating indicates
“adequate capacity to meet fnancial com-
mitments, but more subject to adverse eoo-
nomic conditions”. The next step is A, then
AM, and finally, AAA, which signifies “ex-
tremely strong capacity to meet financial
commitments”.

Whao stands where

Alongside India, S&P has the likes of
Greece, Mexico, and Indonesia at BEB, Just
above it, at BRB+, are Botswana  negative out-
loak), Bulgaria, taly, Thailand, Urnuguay (all

INDIA'S ECONOMIC PROGRESS SINCE
S&P'S LAST RATING UPGRADE
Real GDP growth B1% G5%
Realper capitaGDP | 156,964 | 21,33,501
Whaolesale inflation (1 3%
Retail inflation 67% 46X
Debt-to-GOP ratio T79% B1.3%
Forex reserves $199.18 b0 | $668.33 bn

Soerce: fAT, MoSF, IME

stable outlook ), and Philippines | positive out-
loak) A positive cutlook s a rating claser
to an upgrade, while a negative outlook
makes a downgrade more likely.

Abowve this, with an A- rating are coun-
tries such as Cyprus, Poland, and Malaysia,
And right at the top of the troe, with AAA rat-
ing, are the richest countries in the world —
Australia, Canada, Denmark, and Germany,
among others.

The richest countries are not guaranteed
the best rating. Take the US, for instance,
which was dewngraded to Ad+ by S&F in
Aurgust 2011 — the First time the world's
largest econommy had ever been assigned any
rating lower than AAA — days after the US
Congress raised the country's debt ceiling.
More recenitly, Moady's in mid-May lowered
iits rating o the US to Aal from Aaa reflect-
ing “the increase over more than a decade in
government debt and interest payment ra-
tios to bevels that are significantly higher than
similarly rated sovereigns”.

The road ahead

The implications of a better credit rating
are elear — the Indian government should be
able to borraw at a lower rate of interest,
Financial markets arvdlmidy ?rcpmn; for
this, with go 10500
ondary market un.ﬂnguﬂ H falling as mul:h
as 10basis points, with the rupee’s exchange
rabe also getting a boast,

Helpfully, S&P said on August 14 that it
may further raise India's rating if the fiscal
cheficit of the Centre and states falls below 6
per cent of GDP on a structural basis. This,
however, s a “tough ask”, according to Arora
of Emkay Global. S&# itself expects the com-
Bined fiscal deficit to decline only to 6.6 per
eentin 2028-20 from 7.8 per cent in 2024-25,

Govt plan for an animal blood bank network

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHL AUGLIST 17

THE CENTRE is worling on ways to facilitate
and standardise blood banking and blood
transfusion in veterinary eare.

The Department of Animal Husbandry &
Dairying under the Mindstry of Fisheries,
Anirmal Husbandry and Dairying has invited
comments from experts, institutions, and the
public on the draft "Guidelines| Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for Blood
Transfusion & Blood Bank for Animals in
India” that it prepared last month.

Wiy are SOPs needed for blood
Prvelom b amd e o

s strong that not even light ranu:apc
*This event reveals that seme super-
novae can be triggered by black hole
COMpAanicns, grang us new insights into
how some stars end their lives,” sald
Harvard University astrophysicist and
study co-author Ashley Villar, REUTERS

Indiais home to alarge lvestock popala-
thon of 536,76 millian, aceording to the 20th
Livestock Census conducted in 2019, and is
also seeing a boom in the practice of keep-
ing pets or companbon animals.

Livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats,
and sheep, as well as animals such as horses,

ponies, mules, donkeys, camels, and pigs,
India has the world's largest pepulation of
cattle and buffalo, and the second-largest
populationof goats. The population of com-
panian animals is estimated at 125 million,
acearding to the draft guidelines,

The animals plays a pivetal role in the
agricultural economy aned rural livelihoods,
The animal husbandry and
dairying sector contributes
about 30 of the agricultural
GVA and 5.5% of the Indian

POLICY

According to the government, the S0P
will address this situation.

How will the blood banks be stocked?

As perthe draft guidelines, donor animals
~whathercanine, feline, or ivestock — must
et laid-down erteria for being able to do-
nate blood. These inclide:

W General health and suit-
ability. The animal must be
clinically healthy and free from
tick- and vector-bome diseases,

A i

Theeterinary blood banks will be hosted
atveterinary colleges and universities, refer-
ral hospitals and polyclinics, large diagnos-
ticcentres, and multi-speciality animal hos-
pitals operated by the government.

How will the various components be
integrated into a cohesive system?

The draft document envisages the estab-
lishment of a Mational Veterinary Blood Bank
Network (N-VBBN ) under the Department
u(.i\n:m.ﬂ Hushancry and Dairying, The N-

CEOnnmy.

Giver this contest, there isan urgent need
to formalise critical and emergency veteri-
nary cane services, the draft says,

India, the draft notes, “lacks a national
regulatory framewnork and standandised pro-
tocols guiding veterinary transfusion medi-
eine with structured blood banking and
transfusion practices”. Most animal blood
transfusions are dependent on "hospital-
available o dient-owned donors, without
consistent screening blood typing, or stan-
dart operating protocols”,

ments, Donor dogs must be between | and
Hyrarsof age, with aminimum body weight
of 25 kg;: cats should ideally be of age be-
tween | and 5 years, with a mindmum body
weight of 4 kg, and not be obese; livestock
st be selected from among healthy adults,

W\accnation and reproductive
Donor animals must be fully vaccinated, es-
pecially against rabies, and should have been
regularly dewormed.

Female donor animals mast not be preg-
nantor recently lactating.

WBEN P four core services:

B Digitally integrated donor registries,
which will have details on species, bieed, lo-
cation, and blood type,

B Arcal-time inventory management
system that will map the availability of
whole blood and components across partic-
ipating centres,

WA helpline and online portal to connect
veterinary clinics, hospitals, and denors in
emergencies,

WA standardised set of practices, report-
ing formats, and adverse reaction logs.

Manijit Bawa's bovines: symbols of harmony with nature, human resilience

VANDANAKALRA

Childhood inspirations

“I grew up like Krishna, playing with

NEW DELHI, AUGUIST 17

DRAWING FROM Inclian mythology, folk-
lore, and Sufism, artist Manjit Bawa
envisioneda word where humans and an-

|cowvs | and drinking milk straight from their
udder.. therefore, farm animals lile cows..
leep appearing in my paintings”, Bawa had
said in a 2004 interview,

Bawva's affinity for cows can literally be

imals lived in peaceful traced tohis birth: the youn-
harmunn t of five brothers, he was
"He had deep empathy nina goshala (cow shed)
for animals..Completely at in Dhuri, a small town in
ease arourd them, he would \ Punjab’s Sangrur district. He
fearlessly approach cows and atl grew up in a family which
buills, and pat them affection- o - cared deeply for animals.
ately,” Ina Purd, eurator and SIGNATURE TPuri said, "He often spolee
auther of Bawa's blography MOTIFS abnutguing_lura wialkwitha
Inn Bhack and White (2017 ), cowv or playing with cattle as
tnlt!lﬂmhldlmm. A SERIES they bathed in the stream™,
His gentlencss and fa- Man and nature, for
miliarity with animals was Bawa, were meant to be in

reflected in his work, and brought a certain

leveel of expertise that can never come from

loeking at them from a distance,” she said.

I partieular. Bawa was fond of bovines:
ffalo, bulks, and calves.

unison. "All living beings in existence were
linked with one another through love and
integration of identities..His drawings
sonsgtht commaonality through the physical
fosrms be ereated.. Bull humps and a man's

knees could not help but have identical
curves through the same principle of inter-
connectivity,” art restorer and author
Rupika Chanwla wrote ina 2022 essay for the
website of the Vadehra Art Gallery.

Evolving depiction

While studying fine arts at Delhi
Polytechnic in the Late 19505, Bawa would
spened hours observing horses in tabelas
(stables) and in shelters where ongaweles

Manjit Bawa's
untithed work
from 1985, oll
O CANVas,
Astatiuru Auction
Hiise, Express
wrchives

retired for the night, Pur recalled, These ex-
periences saw him experiment with figu-
rattve depletions in gestural brushwork,
Over time, mare populated narratives
gradually gave way to solitary subjects as
his visual language evolved. Instead of the
then-dominant greys and browns in Indian
art, he opted for more traditional Indian

Director Marketing, AstaGuru Auction
House, told The Indian Express,

“This changed in the mid-1980s and
19605, when the colours deepened and the
bovine motil became more central, as we
saw in several of his Krishna-and-cow pair-
ings,” he said.

Over the years, Bawa's figures acquined
asenseofweightlessness, as their perfectly
rounded forms were portrayed in graded
tones, with subtle chiaroscuro defined by
interplay of light and shaderw,

“By the late 1990s-2000s, singular
hovines dominated, defined by minimal
lines and saturated backgrounds. There
were o lancdscapes as the figures were sur-
munded by sull‘l culuurhelds.wnglliem

of divinit

cobours such as pinks, reds, and viobet,
“Until the mid-1980s Bawa's work fea-

5 df
out of his close observation of the figures
and modest modeling. The animals mostly
appeared alnngslde human I'ngure; In the
narrative scenes,” Manaoj b

end WE SIW more sllhouctlcs ina sunv:r
palette,” Mansulkhani sad,

Many meanings

“Bawa wanted his works to be open to
dm‘:‘rsc Imrpmatms Puri said,

RS d o the

mmiythical realm, while on other eccasions,
they appeared as enduring symbals of he-
mankind's resilience. Bawa, who had
learned to play the Nute from maestro
Pannalal Ghosh, could himself be the
fautist in his paintings, mast often identi-
fied s Krishna, Puri noted.

A 1992 untitled painting featuring
Krishna fetched asi ing Rs 25.11 crore
atan AstaGuru auction in 2023, In 2007,
Chiristie’s had sold Bawa's 1998 Untitled
{ Krishne and Cow) {1998 for $780,500.

In 2021, & Bawa camvas went viral after
appearing in actor Amitabh Bachchan's
home. Painted against a blue backdrop, the
canwas had a solitary bull as an emblem of
pewer and resilience.

“The creatunes he painted ane his — dis-
tilled through his imagination, with the
sweeping lines of their contours adding a
certain vigour and power” Pur said,

This is the final part of a series an Indian
rrasters and the motifs that appear
repeatedly in their works.
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The next leap forward

It has to be in rationalising subsidies and increasing investments in agri-R&D and efficient
value chains, Environmental sustainability has to be central to this journey

BY ASHOK GULATI AND
RITIKA JUNEJA

ASTHE TRICOLOUR was unfurled on India's
Tath Independence Day, the country stood
prowdly as a confident, resilient, and rising
nation. It is not just the world's largest
democracy, but a country that has success-
Fully crafted its destiny since attaining inde-
pendence in 1947, Notwithstanding the cur-
rent headwinds of US President Donald
Trump's tariff war, it has weathered many
storms in the past, One may recall the sanc-
tions by the LS in 1998 after the Pokhran nu-
clear vests conducted by the Atal Bihari
Vaipayee government or the role of the LS in
sending its Seventh Fleet in 1971, when
Inliar’s wear wiith Pakdstan led to the creation
of Bangladesh. India emerged stronger on
eachoccasion, Today, noone can stop India's
rise — its time has come,

Just look at the last decade, India's GDP
has more than doubled, It is projected wo
reach $4.19 trillion by 2025, making Indiathe
fourth-largest economy, behind the United
States ($30.5 trillion), China ($19,2 trillion),
and Germarny($4.74 tril ion) | IMF estimates ).
Measured in purchasing power parity (PP
terms, India is already the world's third-
largest economy at $17.65 trillion, trailing
only China ($40,72 trillion) and the US
(830,51 rrillion) in 2025, All this is a reflec-
tion of rising aspirations and India’s strong
resolve to regain its civilisational legacy,

Since Independence, poverty levels have
plummeted, while literacy, life expectancy,

v

a~

hillion, but poverty, measured at the S3day
(2021 PPP) threshold, has fallen to just 5.3 per
cent, as per World Bank estimates, Literacy
has surged 1o 77 per cent, while life ex-
pectancy has more than doubled 1 72 years
{2023), Foodgrain production has multiplied

and waomen's emp ment have seen
transformative leaps, From Chandrayaan's
historic landing near the Moon's South Pole to

fold, reaching 353.9 MMT in 2002425,
Insilia 15 iy the wirbd's largest rice exparter,
ﬂippimmzmrhms_&ainsmswm

the trailbl Mars mission, Mangal
India has staked its place at the frontiers of
space exploration, The meteoric rise of the

exceed 90 MMT, well above
hurrtrnumi Horticulture output has risen
15 times since independence, milk produc-
tion 11 vimies, and eg production an aston-
lihlns??tlmes From FY 1500 FY25, under the

Uinified 7 e(LIP), B
aver 10 billion transactions each month and
inspiring fintech i e

fects a digital revolution, Indian origin lead-
erssuch as Sundar Pichal, Satya Nadella, Indra
Nooyi, and many maee lead some of the most
influential corporations, underscoring India's
intelhec rint far

nment, lncdia’s real GO
ak an average of 65 per cent annually, while
agricultural GDP has expanded by 4 per cont
per year, well above the population growth
rate of under | percent. As a result, Indiais a

footpri

bmnd:ubnrderiulsahadursmm‘scall

of “fui Jowan, Joi Kisan,” later enriched by

Valpwwuth “Jat Vigyan™ {hail science :land
vy Modiwith oA

{hall m;earch] reminds us that lndla ]

unlike the LS and
Chin, which are both net imparters of agri-
culture, These are not mere statistics; they
narrate the story of a country in motion,
However, even as India has achieved food
security, thm.-au' still many challenges:

schence.
A;Uaj payee once said, what information
vechinology (1) is for India, biotechnology ()
s for Bharat,

Independence Day is bath a moment for
celebration and reflection on the road trav-
elled — and the one still ahead,

‘When India gained independence in 1947,
its GOP was around $30 billion, The popula-
tion stood at 330 million, with an estimated
B0 per cent living in poverty, The average life
expectancy was a miere 32 years ( 1947), and
literacy levels were just 18.3 percent{ 1951 ).
Foograin production stood at about 50mil-
lion metric tonmes (MMT). Fast forward to
2025: India's population has increased o 146

| security, especially of children
uneher the age of five, remains pressing, This
«calls for asharper focus on women's educa-
tion, improved matemal health, and contin-
ued emphasis on sanitation. The Modi gov-
emment deserves compliments for making
Indiaopen defecation free (ODF), whichwill
help improve child nutrition.

In the agri-food space, however, much
more can be done, In particular, rationalis-
ing food and fertiliser subsidies needs to be
puton high priority, Together, these account
for nearty Rs 3.71 lakh crore in the 2025-26
Linion Budget - Rs 2,03 Lakh crore for food
and Rs 1.67 lakh crare for fertilisers, While

these st

Evenas India has achieved
foned security, there are still
nuany challenges: Nutritional
security, especially of children
under the age of five, remaing
pressing, This calls fora
sharper focus on women’s
education, i unpn wed

continued emphasis on
sanitation. The Modi
poverment deserves
compliments for making
India open defecation free
(ODF), which will help
improve child nutrition,

€ R Sasthumar
bile poy they are

efficiencies, Stusdies suggest that at |uaqmm
25 percentof these subsidi yreachin-

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The key for Zebenskyy in the coming days is to ensure thar Moscow, nat Kyiv, is
rightly blamed for any lack of progress. That means maintaining an openness

negotiations and ot being baited into public debating,

Office meeting,”

like in their last Owal
= THE WASHINGTON POST

Nothing moved
in Alaska

The only one who has emerged victorious from
this ill-conceived summit is Vladimir Putin, who
has not made any concessions on Ukraine

SUMIT GANGULY

AMY COMPETENT ANALYST or scholar of
international relations knows that priorto
asummit meeting, enonmous amounts of
preparation are necessary. An agenda is
agreed upon, and the aides to the respec-
tive leaders burn the midnight oil to reach
agreements in advance and iron out key
differences, Only a few odds and ends are
usually left to be tackled at the meeting it-
self. W COVENES,

confer to establish a new relationship or
bolster an existing one and then wrn wvar-
ious public ceremonies as well as
press conferences,

The hastily convened summit between
Russian President Viadimir Putin and his
American counterpart Denald Trump
raises profound questions about how much
preparation for this conelave had been
made in advance, especially on the
American side. Before the meeting, Trump
had proclaimed at beast 53 times that he
wotild end the war in Uleraine within 24
howurs of assuming office, That, as is well
knoven, failed to transpire.,

Itis possible to endlessly speculate why
Trumgp chose to pursue this meeting with
Putin at such short notice, Some analysts

e dec with

tended beneficiaries. Though politically
tempting, these subsidies come at the cost
anmth!mlnvmummaThc mtleapinr—

Futin mmanlymmliherrugmbmﬁhls
chances of getting the much-sought-after
I\hbel T'mc Thvus Far, for all his putative ne-

ward has o
creasing investments in agri-R&D and effi-
cient value chains. India's future lies in
empowering its citizens 1o innovate, invest,
and generate sustainable incomes,
Environmental sustainability has to be cen-
tral te this journey, The quality of India’s soil,
water, and air needs to be protected to sttain
the Viksit Bharat vision by 2047,

Aswe reflect with pride on our progress,
it is equally important to look outward,
While India has surpassed Pakistan and
Bangladesh in per capita income — both in
nominal and PP terms — it remains far be-
hind China, which began its joumey around
the same time. China's per capita income in
2025 is $13,690 (PPPS2E,080), while India is
at $2,BBO(PPP $12,130), However, for India,
democracy remains its compass, setting it
apart from its neighbours.

Inlia’s story is still a worlk in progress,
The world watches it closely. It has lessons
For many countries in Asia and Africa, and
in many high- tndlseﬂau's |lcnn1pcbcs with
the best. The vi

kills, hee has not made any real
headway in tamping down any conflict of
consequence, such as the brutal ongoing
war in the Gaza Strip, Even pulling off a
temparary ceasefire inUkraine could have
beenspuninto ataleof hisability to termi-
nate a sanguinary war. His motivations for
maeeting Putin aside, little or nothing was
accomplished in Anchorage, Alaska All thar
was agreed upon was that the two sides
wiutlel continue their discussions.

However, the lack of preparation on
the American side and Trump's eagerness
tomeet Putin resulted inan outcome that
granted the Russian President multiple
easy PR victories. At the outset, Putin was
able to step on American soil after a
decade. Not only was he able todo so, but
it was because of nothing short of a pres-
idential invitation,

In the process, a national leader, who
has been under indictment since 2023 at
the International Criminal Court (ICC) in
The Hague for war crimes, crimes against

s e o one

For a Viksit Bharat by 2047 can bc realised
only if we remain focused on accelerating
growth in an inclusive manner, cut down
bureaucratic hurdles, and adopt a scientific
culture as the guiding principle, backed
by investments,

Gulati is Distinguished Professor and funeja
fsa Research Fellow at ICRIER.
Views are personal

Stress tests for nuclear taboo

Global deterrence template is being tested by ongoing conflicts

Y Cou

anaura of legitimacy in the global order,
After all, no less than the Pmsldenl of the
United S o greet
him on American soil.

The contrast in terms of protocel with
Trump's meeting with Ulrainian President

Zelenskyy at th ite House
in February of this year could not have been
more striking, At that meeting, Trump's
Vice-Fresident | D Vance had publicly be-
rated him, no doubt at Trump's behest,
Even Zelenskyy's choice of attire at the
meeting had come under criticism,

Atthis meeting in Anchorage, Putin not
wnly received the red-carpet treatment but
was also granted other rare privileges,
Without any aides (or even interpreters)
a hem, Tn utin
pn]oun h|m hrul’ly in the an]yammumd

dentialli popularly referved
ln as *The Beast™), a gesture that is even
rarely accorded to the leaders of allied na-
tions, This sight left many American ob-
servers downright aghast.

And what did Trump get in return from
Putin for all this pomp and fanfare? It ap-
pears that he mostly failed to move the
needle even the slightest bit in terms of
bringing an end to the vicious conflict in
Eastern Europe, Far from mg‘ung Russia,
Trump could mot even induce Putin to com-
mit to a ceasefire,

Asthe summit drew to aclose, atajunt

¢, neither leader

am‘ uestions. Later, Trump claimed that
significant progress had been made in
terms of ending the war. However, he did
not profer any details about what, if any-
thing, had been accomplished, Putin, on
the other hand, with some evident glee, an-
nounced that be had imvited Trump o an-
other meeting in Moscow and that the US
President had accepted his invitation.

Inthe meantime, the Ukraine war con-
tinues unabated, It is not lenown whether
Trumpwill brief America’s European allies,
letalone Zelenskyy, about what transpired
im his discussions with Putin, What, how-
ever, is more than apparent is that this
much hyped but hastily comvened meet-
ing has litthe or nothing to show for i, For all
of Trump's much-vaunted negotiating
skills, his lack of attention to detail, his un-
willingness to pay heed to professional
(and regional ) knowledge and expertise,
and his fondness for fanfare at the cost of
substance have yielded yet another hollow
outcome for American foreign policy, The
only one who has emerged victorious from
this ill-conceived summitis Viadimir Putin,
Most i wenefited
from this meeting without making any
concessions in the war in Ukmaine,

The writer is o senior fellow and directs the

LiS-Inclia refations at the Hoever
Institution, Stanford University

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COLLECTIVE VISION

THIS REFERS TO Prime Minister
Marendra  Modi's  speech  on
Independence Day, 'Atmanirbhar and
Viksit' (fE, August 16). The address to
the nation this yearwas markedly dif-
ferent, Absent were tlm familiar barbs
on the O iti ison

able to say that it was worthy of
India’s democracy,
G David Milton, Maruthencode

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Hope, not
fear' {IE, August 16), On Independence
Day, the nation expects its leaders to
uphold the values of unity, inclusivity,

growth, |nrrmruﬂuu. and a vision of
aresurgent India was a reminder that
governance, not rhetoric, is the
strongest plank for political legitimacy,
In the hackdrap of a turbulent global

wy and the disruptive tariff push

C Upay BHASKAR

THE BOMBING OF Hiroshima with an
atomic weapon on August 6, 1945, that

muke except o “deter” the other, Thus was
hanmdetm-cnce doctrine of MAD - mu-

killed almaost 1, d led to the
end of Waorld War Il is a pivetal event in
global history, [t marked the dawn of the
apocalyptic atomic age, wherein nuclear
weapons demaonstrated their enormous de-
structive capability — first in Hiroshima and
ihree days laber over Nagasald, Progressively,
a norm was internalised glabally that
Magasaki would be the last time that a nu-
clearweapon would be used militarily. And
50, the muchear taboo was borm.

Rtis armrhcralcunsldmhlmlnftha:u
msclear-weapon nations of the world have:
far respected the sanctity of the nuclear tabm
But the run-up to the B0th anniversary sug-
gests that the taboo is under stress in a very

manner, The recent war of words

between the US and Russia, laced with men-
acing references Dnnuclvarwmpmn. iscause

d uction —an
!nlm of ensuring “security” in a SAD man-
mer; Self-assured destruction.

To regulate the spread of nuclear
weapons, the bwo supe rpowers introduced
the NPT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty |
in 1970, and whibe this had no legitimacy in
law, itwas ade facto imposition of realpoli-
tik and techno-strategic power. The world
was divided into the nuclear haves — the
first five nuclear weapon powers (US,
LSS R/Russia, UK, France, and China) —and
the permanent nuclear have-nots, who
were compelled to forego the option of ever
actuiring nuclear weapons,

The quid pro-quo was that the latter, the
MNWS [ non-nuclear weapon states], would
Iave access to civilian nuclear technology,
.md they would not be thmtened by an

fordeeper and a global nu-
dmrs:ahmty and restraink,

The US and Russia (whichinherited the
nuclear arsenal of the former Soviet Union)
were the twosuperpowers of the Cold War
decades and had f -

W
the NWS agreed o' negallalemgnnd!auh“
towards disarmament — this remains the
elusive Holy Grail,

Insummary, the world had evolved two
the sanctity of the nuclear

clear weapons of varying vields, After the
October 1962 Cuban mi crisis that saw
these two nations stepping back from the
precipice, they arrived at a modus vivendi
that neither nation would use the dreaded

taboo, One, lhat nu:lvar weapons would
not is-
jputes(Pakistan was rebuleed For its attempt

o do soin the 1999 Kargil War), and sec-
andly, the sovereignty of a NNWS would not

e vielated without legitimate sanction,

These norms were respected in the
miain for almost three decades from 1991,
the year that marked the end of the Cold
‘War. During this peried, Ukraine surren-
chered its nuclear weapons to Russia, Both
the LIS and Russia maintained a degree of
nuclear restraint, and there was no sabre-
ratiling for almost three decades, from 1961
Hll 2022, when Russia invaded Ukraine and
Moscow founcl it necessary to imvole its -
clear capability.

This was a major sethack to the deter-
rence template and agreements such as the
1975 Helsinki Accords that sanctified the
inviclability of borders in Europe, This was
compounded in June 2025 when lsrael, not
an NPT signatory, attacked Iran, a NNWS,
on the assumption that Tehran was about
o acuine anuclear weapon in vielation of
its NFT commitment, Regrettably, lsraeli
impunity was tacitly endorsed by the LS —
this was anather body blow to global nu-
clear non-proliferation norms,

In the latest stress test for the nuclear
tabon, Washington and Moscow have en-
gaged in a menacing exchange after former
Russian Dmitry Medvedev's remarks, fol-
lowed by Trump ordering the deployment
of two nuelear submarines in response, The
attackon lran has gutted the spirit of the NPT,
and regulating the spread of nuclear

weapons will now be even more challeng-
ing. The stark lesson among the NNWS is that
Ukraine blundered in giving up its nuckear
weapons, no sancti

The more alarming exigency is a break-
down in US-Russia relations and an unin-
tended military escalation. While the prob-
ability is low, it merits notice that both
nations possess the world's largest nuclear
arsenals — Russia with 5459 warbeads and
the LIS with 5,177 {Federation of American
Scientists' 2025 report on the Status of the
Wiorld's Muclear Forces). Even a limited ex-
change could cause catastrophic loss of life,
A 2019 Princeton University simulation es-
tirnated 91.5 million casualties in the first few
hours of aUS-Russia nuclearwar, with long-
term effects like radioactive fallout and global
cooling adding to the atomic apocalypse,

If the world was spared a repeat of
Magasaki, it was more luck and individual
rectitude than collective sagacity. One can

ly hap this holds for thy
future, India, which was once in the van-
guard of the global disarmament effort, has
remained muted since it acquired nuclear
weapons in 1998, This gauntlet must be
picked up again by Delhi with other like-
minded nations,

The weriter is director,
Society for Policy Stugies

from the Donald Trump administra-
tion, the recalibration seems deliber-
ate, Indlia cannat afford to be distracted
by pelitical raneour whe nextemnal un-
certainties demand stabdlity and inter-
nal cansensus and unity. National days
are best served by a collective vision,
beyond electoral politics,

R Narayanan, Mionbol

POLITICAL SPEECH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Hope,
not fear’ (IE, August 16), Prime
Minister  Narendra  Modi's
Independence Day address to the na-
tion from the ramparts of the Red Fort
was far from refreshing and less than
inspiring, One assertion stood out and
ook the attention away from his an-
nouncement of policy reforms for
sell-reliance. The social demography
of a country is never static, and it is
not unchanging. He did not seem to
think that it was unfair or wrong to
link demographic changes, or, more
precisely, the perceived threat of
them, to national security. Itis as if he
needs to arouse the fear of demo-
graphic change for the sustenance of
his political relevance, As someone
whao listened to the 103-minute
speech with rapt attention, | am un-

and the I spirit of free-
dom. Yet, the Prime Minister's choice
to single out the RSS for praise from
the Red Fort raises troubling questions,
To glorify such an organisation on a
day meant to honour the tree heroes
of independence is not only a distor-
tiom of history but also a betrayal of the
spirit of freedom. Independence Day
is a symbal of collective sacrifice and
national unity; reducing it to the cele-
bration of one groupwith little stake in
that struggle undermines both our
past and our future,

Mohammad Asad, Mumbai

HUMAN WORK

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'You in
YouTube' [IE, August 16). What was
onee a vibeant launchpad for individ-
ual talent, YouTube's core identity is
nowe at risk of being diluted by repet-
itive, algorithm-driven content de-
signed solely to capture views, not to
express a unique volce, Te counteract
this trend, there is an imperative need
toimplement a tiered system that pri-
oritises and rewards original, human-
made work, Platforms should invest
in tools to help wsers filter out Al slop,
allewing them to curate a feed that
celebrates authentic expression, By
championing the unique and often im-
perfect nature of human creativity, we
can ensure that digital spaces remain
a true reflection of our shared experi-
ences, rather than a sterile product of

analgorithm,
Anantha Padmanabhan, Nekdo
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ALASKA SHIFT

Progress was made in Trump-Putin summit, even as sticking
points remain. There are mixed signals on secondary tariffs

SPRESIDENT DOMALD Trurmp's decision to align with Russian President
Wladimir Putin's approach to peace in Ukraine at the Alaska Summit has

DITORIAL PAGE

WorbLYy WISE
A GENUINE LEADER 18 NOT A SEARCHER FOR

CONSENSUS BUT A MOULDER OF CON!

JS.

— MakTIN LUrHER KinG Ji

The discomforts of modernit

Alasdair MacIntyre cast an unflinching
gaze on its oppressions and fictions

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY political
lifie requires zooming out to the big picture
presuppasitions of modernity, Modermity
comes in many shades and histories, Mary
tl'ldlllnm ik bey thiink they camn helpovercome

provoked sharp criticism in Europe and at home, Yet this react be
missing the essence of what Trump is uymg tn do, He h:ﬁ long been in-
different to the censure of the mainstream press and ft that la-
bels him "soft on Putin,” Trump has endured that line of attack Faa a decade, inchuding
i ve him from the White H during his first term, Across thiee presi-
dunml campaigns — in 2016, 2020, and 2024 — Trumg has consistently reaffirmetd his con-
wiction that the United States needs better relations with Kussia, In his latest campaign,
hie promised a quick end to the war in Ukraine, The Alaska Summitwas the culmination
of that commitment. By meving beyond the narmow objective of a ceasefire and pressing
for a peace agreement, Trump has signalbed recognition of battlefield realities, rather
thandeference to Putin. Speaking to a television channel after the summit, Trump blunthy
stated that Ukraine has little chance of defeating Russia, a far larger power,
Both leaders spoke of mnndunhln pmgnﬁs in Ahsk.x'[hu main sticking poing, how-

of modemity. But they oper-

nm withinits frame: The nation-state and cap-

italism being just two institutional forms we
cannot quite escape, Characterising the na-
ture of modernity has been the greatest phile-
sophical prize at beast since Hegel 1s iteman-
cipatory? Ordoes it unkeashanother dialectic
of oppression? What kind of moral life does

What al

Alasdair MacIntyre, one of the grntl.‘-it
thinkers of the 20th century, passed away in
May. He was an unsurpassed diagnestician of
modernity, sharper than his more feted con-

temporaries like Habermas, Taylor and
Fouscault, His carcer is a digressinghy rare madel
of what genuine philosephical secking looks
like. He learnt from every stream of thought

Maclntyre does not convert
his diagnostic into a political

Bver, he issue of | L] ing fior Uleraine tocede parts
o the Donbas still under its contral in retums for P.ussl.l{remngthn mturthe fromtline, For
l@w this s a bitter pil Trumphas said hewill urge Ukrai Tesident y
i tueal Monclay — to accey i hange for the
F peace. Europe, Trumgpafterth it, has iighly reject
|dmdterrltﬂmlmmpmml=e Bux Eumpmnlmdﬂnmml on robust wun:y puarantees for
Ulkrai dth o urity partners, The reality, how-

ever, is stark; Nmthm’ Uleraire mor Europe hedds a veto over US policy. Should Tremp decide
todisengage from Ulcraine — a move that would resonate stronghy with his anti-war MAGA
base — Kyiv's resistance would col lapse quickly, Europe, for its part, lackes the capacity to re-
place vas Ukraine's security . This i Trump's
peace diplomacy inthe coming ility in Kyiv and Brussels o 1 the door
for a second Trump-Putin summit © formalise new arrangements for Ukraine, But en-
trenched resistance to compromise across the Adantic could still derail the process.

India, for its part, welcomed the progress at Alaska, A thaw in US-Russia relations
tencls towiden India’s geopalitical space, Vet Delhi faces animmediate challenge: Trump's
threat of secondary tariffs on Indian purchases of Russian oil. These tariffs, set to take f-
fect on August 27, could impose 50 per cent duty on Indi ports to the LIS,
its most important trading partmer, At the summit's close, Trump sent mixed signals by
saying e would decide on the tariffs “in a couple of weeks," once the Ukraine situation
becomes clearer. For India, the moment demands deft diplomacy abroad and a credible
econamic plan at home tocope with the potential shodk of punitive tariffs,

THE UPGRADE

By raising India's rating, S&P affirms optimism about growth.
Governments must adhere to the path of fiscal consolidation
ASTWEEK, S&P Clobal Ratings raised India's long-term sovereign credit rat-
ing from BRE- to BBE. A BBE rating, which is at the lower end of the invest-
ment grade rung, indicates adequate capacity to repay obligations, S&™s ra-
tionale for the upg!ade rests an the pillars of *buoyant” growth, the
I i o fiscal consolidati ‘quality” of spending and anchored in-
Maticnary expectations, Coming at a time of acute coconomic uncertainty, the ratings ac-
tion — this is the first upgrade by the agency in 18 years — reaffirms India’s growth
prospects, underlines its resilience and its “remarkable” recovery from the pandemic,
SR has projected the Indian econcmy o grow from around $3 9 trillion in 2024 to about
£5.5 trillion by 2028, with growth averaging roaghly G8 per cont over the next few years.

This is higher than other such as by the IME In its April World
Economic Outlook, the Fund had pl.‘ggl‘d ﬂ!' ewmw 1o grow at around 6.3 per cent over
this period. Th i kingly| istic about the impact of Trump's tar-
iffson the Indian economy, expecting it tobe ble™ and not pose a tal dragon

growth”. This is basecl onits view that India is “relatively less reliant on trade” (exports o LS
areroughly 2 percentof GDF), and mumandummtn: consumption, There is, however, acau-
tionary note here. This sat analysts who
believe that notondy will there be adirect impact of high tanl!s bt :M there will also bean
indirect impact which could reflect in the form of lower investment ows into the country,
The government's debt-deficit dynamics is another area of improvernent flagged by
the ratings agency, General government debt | Centre and states put together) had surged
during the pandemic, However, since then, gm.lmnmenﬁ have stayed on the path n{mn

ane all Facls. Ieisnotanac-

cident that his brilliant collection of essays is
called Apminst the Self-magesof the Age. Almost
everything he wrote was luminous, deep or
prodoumd. Every topic he touchied — moral phi-

|nsophy, literature, psychoanalysis, history of

ideas, philosopi of stence, sociology — was
tramsformed by his interventions, He did not
setthe for the easy comforts of a single theory
He resisted the temptations of self-satisfied
eleverness, where you win an argument but
miss the point. His method, if it can be called
that, was to often draw attention to the deep
and hidden presuppositions of any claim, At
every tum, saying Have you thought of that?

Hnsm-‘lm'rpu.'ce After Virtue, published in
1981 of the pathologies of
miodern political life, ts central claim is that
maxdern moral lifein effect acts as f emnotivism
were true, Emotivism is a moral theory that
all moral claims are, at their base, simply ex-
pressions of personal preferences or feelings.
Ifmoral claimsare simply expressions of feel-
ing, then moral arguments are interminable,
Itis conflict, all the way down, There is nora-
tiomal standpoint from which moral claims
can be justified. But Macintyre brilliantly
teased out the social implications of this. For
one thing, the distinction between manipu-
lation and rational persuasion breales doven;

¥ 2 For all his

i s of liberalism, he had
authoritarian streak, a
serious suspicion of
converting any ideslogy into
something that could be
deployed by the state. He
broke with Marsdism over this,
He is now deployed as the
guruof post-liberalism, But
hie gives no one comfort. The
extent of owr incoherende is
such that all modern
ideologics that claim wo
transeend modern

pathologics end up
exemplifying it. Marxism
cannot transcend the
managerial frame of
modemnity, Modern
ervatism, he presci

eatly
served, turms out o be even
more hyperindividualist
than liberalism,

all social life at its base becomes mandpula-
tion. Modern culture revels in the task of un-
masking hidden motives and structures of

Bast hewas asc icof ex-
pertise and managerialism. He rightly thaught
the claims weflectiveness embodied in man-

power that lie behi icular moral claim:
and practices, But this unmasking cannot ap-
peal toany mg):r pmd The second implica-

agers ar
part of a masquerade of social control, They
:Ialm to haw' h:lrmﬁ of social kmmlqumt is

tion is in political lifie,
The shrillness of palitical life arises from the
fact that noone can win an argument. Al you
can have is indignant self-rightecusness, since
there is no objective truth, The purpose of
protest is tomobilise those who share the pro-
testors’ preferences; it is not to persuade,

Hew do we manage comman life in the

by fa bjecti

ll‘l: phll:mphy n{r-lrnl sciencesand thu claims
Thie

episternic foundations of the lenagm.mun

of modern societies tum out tobe rickety, Our

condition is characterised by moral incober-

ence and sell-misrepresentation, As he put it,

the new d.nk;lges-'lm uponus,
Mach

Liberalism might seem the perfiect answer to
the miodermn predicament, Under conditions

interminable, wihy not endow each one with
the rights to fully realise themselves as they
deem fit? But the emotivism and interminable
disagreement that characterise moral life go
all the way down to conceptions of rights,
These are not shared moral teths as much as
fictions withouwt shared mational justification,
Mere corsentis o tin a gl amend which
o busibed oo lifle, Medern societies sever
the connection between the right and the
good, The individualist character of rights
means that liberals often ignore the constitu-
tive social commitments that make values the
obiject of common action,

Liberalism is powerful in constinuting it-
self as a kind of meta tradition that stands
above all traditions and conceptions of the
god, only concentrating on the freedom that
emables them all, This is the power of liberal-
ism, but alsoits weakness, As ameta tradition,
itbecomes immune o criticism, and ithas no
answer to how we might secure goods that
pecple actually care about, Being above the
Fray means it is never in the fray, and so un-
dercuts its own political significance,

rt hisdiagnostic
into a political programme, For all his criti-
cismaaf liberalism, e had an anti-suthoritar-
ian Ltmk a umnua. m;pl:lunnﬁ:unwmng

nethingth, ldbe dle-
pb)ﬂl by thee state, He broke with Marxism
over this, He is now deployed as the gur of
post-liberalism, But he gives no one comiort,
The extent of our incoherence is such that all
madern idealogies that claim to transcend
modern pathologies end up exemplifying it,
Marxism cannot transcend the managerial
Frame of modermnity, Modem conse rvatism,
he presciently observed, tums out tmbe even

kis?l:r::l todo justice toa prodigiously pro-
ductive T0-year career, Apart from his diag-
nostic, his sense that humans are, above all,
storytelling animals, led him to articulate a
brilliant account of the imgortance of narra-
tive to meral and scientific life. His account of
how incuiry always presupposes a tracdition,
concepts like rationality themselves have a
history, and hew traditions break down, isun-
matched, The cloquent opening of After Virtue,
the postrait of a society that continues to use
scraps of language, where the practices that
made them intelligible have long ceased to
exist,isa hr.lcu\ganmunt ofallmodem tradi-

Three social roles come to the &
modemity; The aesthete, ﬂll.‘lhl!l’.lpli[.l.l‘ldthe
manager, Thinkof these not as social roles but

tions (inel But as he pat i, “if we
are indeed in as bad a state as | take s to be,
pemmﬁm b will parn out to I.H.'am more

as three dominant needs: l‘hemedsalml- ywe with

raﬂmngrlmmnnagzmt mnn:lm iveinthese " Wise
| ordering of inso-  words from oneof the wisest philosophers,

ciety, throughapplication of techinical knowl-

edge in different forms of modern organisa- The writer is contributing editor,

tiesn, Maclntyre is 3 defender of science and The Indian Express

W i
BrINDA KARAT

AN INDEPENDENCE DAY speech is. an occa-
sion b cebebrate our freedom, remember our
martyrs — the men and weomen towhom in-
dependent India will always remain in-
debted — o take pride in our achievements
and identify our challenges, It is not a plat-
Imm for u:lr pralr.e Im pam::ln politics and
In his speech
on the 79th year of India’s |l|dr.-pondl¢ncn.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi crossed the
line between being the PM of a secular

democratic republic to being a procharek of

a u:ctanﬂn organisation,

scliclation, bringing down their deficits and debis, Th
guwmmumdehl:ltDnf-‘mlrum?3porﬂ'n:chDP:nZﬂ!S—!E:u&Bpﬂ:mtby2028 -29,
Alongside, it projects the debt to GDP ratio to decline from 83 per cent in fiscal 202510 78
|'JEI cent by fiscal 2029, bringing it “closer toits pre-pandemic bevel " While progress has

faster than what i 1y the Finance C ission, the path of consolida-
tion must continue to be adhered to, S& has, in Gct, castioned about not doing so, say-
ing that "We may lower the ratings if we observe an erosion of political commitrment o
consolidate public finances.”

FrEEZE FRAME EP Unny

Like & war
TepoTLer, 8

of the speech was devoted to
rlalms of development, which will no doulbt
be challenged as they should be, What was
striking in the speech were also the omis-
sions, Last year, the M had spoken a great
deal abowt the "termite of corruption”. This
syizar, the wird "cormuption” was harelly men-
tioned, Has the declared war against corrup-
tiomended? Only a few days ago, the US
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
told a Mew York Eastern District court that
they had asked India's Ministry of Law and
Justice for help in delivering the summons
and complaint o Adani officials ina Rs 2,000
crore bribery case but the authorities in India
have not delivered the documents even af-
ter six months, In another telling answer in
Parliament, the government said that Rs
35,000 crore in tax and penalty demands
were raised in the last 10 years under the

A LET-DOWN AT RED FORT

Bogey of ‘ghuspaithiye’ and praise for RSS in PM speech struck jarring notes

There were two specific
cets of his speech thae

lel be of deep concern to
.l]] Indians, The first was his
ding warningof a
"y ;glmp;ut

demography Secondly, and
arguably a statement which
constitutes an
unprecedented breach of

. the 'M used the

m to lavish praise on

Black Money Act(2015), but the recovery so
far has been just Bs 338 crore, This is when
there has been a surge in Indian Bnked fumnds
in Swriss banks.

But there were two specific aspects of
his speech that should be of deep concern
to all Indians,

The first was his astouncling waming of
a comspiracy” by “ghuspaithive” to change
India's demography. If there is such a con-
spiracy, what was the home and defence
ministry’s role all these years? How is it that
Parliament has never been taken into confi-
dence about such a “conspiracy"?
Presumably, the government of the country
sending insuch ithiyve” would be in-

Bengali-speaking workers, and particularly
Muslim migrants, are being subjected to in-
human treatment, It is this demonisation
that was reflected in the PM's speech,
Seconly.and arguably astatement which
constitutes anunprecedented breach of inust,
the PM used the occasion to lavish praise on
thie RSS, This organisation was described in
no um:ellaln terms by India's first Home
Minisber revered as an ron
Man by the BIF, Here is what he said while
banning the S5 “to root out the forces of hate
and violence that are at work in our country
and imperil the freedom of the nation and
darken her fairname": "Undesirable and even

activities have b

wvishved, [ it not contradictory then that India
should be giving shelter to a person who
headed such a government for the decade
when “ghuspaithive” invaded India? The fig-
ures on land takeover in tribal areas show
that the largest amasunt of land has been
taken over by corporates, helped by the cen-
tral government, According to a reply given
in Parliament in February, there were atotal
of 6,779 sexual crimes against 5T women
registered between 2020 and 2022,
Nowhere does it mention crimes by *ghus-
paithiye”, It is sharmeful that the FM should
usean Independence Day platform tomake
such serious assertions of a communal na-
ture without facts, Across India, in the name
of detection of foreigners, poor migrant

members of the Sangh., individual members
of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh have in-
dulged in acts of vielence imvohving arson,
robibery" Since then, the RSS has been named
and implicated as being responsible for vio-
lent commamal riots decade after decade in
independent India by official Commissions
of Inquiry. The PV did not just whiteswash this
truth; he gave it his stamp of public approval
— aviclation of the trust he holds to protect
the Constitution and its values,

Thus, the line was crossed and Prime
Minister Modi became Pracharak Modi —
Indiaand the world to see, A sad day indeed
for Inclia, that is Bharat,

The writeris o senior CPI M) leader

AvuGusT 18,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PUNJAB ELECTION

PLNJAR WILL GO to the polls on September
22w enable a popular government to be in-
stalled in the state before October 5, when the
present term of President’s Rule expires, The
Punjab Assembly, which was earlier under
suspended animation, stood dissolved on
June 26 last year, The present term of
President’s Rule expires on October 5, and
to extend it, the Constitution has to
be amended,

OPPOSITION REACTS
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF elections in
Punjab evoked miced reactions from po-

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

litical parties. While the Bharativa Janata
Party and the Congress {5} welcomed the
announcement, the CPLIM) felt it was not
a proper decision and “unfortunate”, In
separate statements, | P Mathur, member
of the national executive of the BJP, and K
P Unnikrishnan, Congress(S) general sec-
retary, hoped the decision had been taken
after careful consideration of all aspects of
the situation, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, CP
(M) palitburo member, said the elections
should not be held immediately,

AGITATION CONTINUES
THE ALL-AS5AM STUDENTS Union and the
All-Assam Gana Sangram Parishad will con-

tinue their nnn-cnnpmannn with the care-
taker
ter dissolution of | l||£ legislative assembly,

inAssam af-

SrI LANKA MASSACRE

OVER 200 TAMILS were killed in two
villages near Trincemales in Sri Lanka as
security men and armed hoodlums
went berserk for the second day, violating
the ceasefire agreement, According to
the Eelam National Liberation Front and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
spokesmen, the securitymen and
armed civilians entered the villages, pulled
out the residents of the houses and shot
them dead,
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No deal in Alaska

For India, the biggest takeaway is Trump deciding
to send some positive signals on secondary tariff

HE WORLD, ESPECIALLY the global South, has a huge stake in
anegotiated end to the 42 month- Iungmnﬂlctbetween Russua
and Ukraine.All ey b

omeof:

inginAlaska between US President Donald Trumpand hl.sRu.ss
ian counterpart Vladimir Putin, The expectation was that therewould be
atleast an unconditional ceasefire that freezes the conflict that provides
space for diplomacy to bring it to an end. That did not happen in Alaska.
“There is no deal until there's a deal " stated Trump somewhat enigmati-
cally, adding that he considered this meeting as "extremely productive”.
The truth is that the US President, who promised to end this war in 24
hours, is finding it tough going as a peacemaker. The ball is now in the
court of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to " make adeal Trump
held out the prospect of future i ith Putin and Zelenskyy—that
is slated for Monday—and indicated that the unuut’urcndlngthemnﬂict
now rested with Kyivand its European allies.

Whiy has a ceasefire been so elusive? Russia is not keen as it believes it
is winning the war. Following a phone call with Trump on March 18, for
instance, Putin stopped short of agreeing to a 30-day unconditional
ceasefire amidst confusion regarding whether Russia would stop attack-
ing Ukraine's energy infrastructure as well as civilian facilities Although
Russia has suffered more casualties in Ukraine than in every Soviet and
Russian war combined since 1945, it feels it has the upper hand in this
conflictasit has secured one-fifth of Ukraine's territory and its forces are
advancing at the fastest rate in the south-east of Ukraine,

The biggest gainer from the Alaskan summitry is Putin,who received a
red carpet welcome by the US President. The Russian leader initiated the
joint press conference and astutely played to Trump's ego that Moscow's
invasion would not have happened on his watch, This was music to the US
Prosiclent's sars. Russia no doubt sees Trump's invitation for the meeting
asanopportunity to return from the cold. US special envoy Steve Witkoff has
spoken of “a pnﬁl‘hihryta reshapcthe Russian-Us re:latmnshlpthmugh

HE MUCH- WAUNTED
Trump-Putin_ meeting in
Alaska ylebded results lietle of
substance, especiallyas itwas
being billed as the summit
that will lead to a ceaseflre pact in the
Russla-Ukralne war. Instead, In a strange
turn of events, Donald Trump ks now

® A GOLDEN CHANCE

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan

The present moment offers a unique

opportunity to emphasise on the need for
achieving self-reliance, ignite collective action for
driving national priorities, and fulfilling the vision of
Samridhh Bharat by 2047

® ELUSIVE PEACE
TRUMP'S UNIQUE ABILITY TO MARGINALISE THE US' PARTNERS AND PLACATE ITS ADVERSARIES SHAPES THE UKRAINE WAR

A summit fizzles, a crisis emerges

HARSH VY PANT

Wice prasident-Studies and Foreign Pakcy, Observer
Research Foundation

gquestioning the need foran
b held B
lan position that a full settlenvent of the
lizsue ks needed before any ceasefire can
comie absout, Trump will now be meeting
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to urge him to
agreeto a peace deal, But as the latter has
sald,"We see that Russia rebuffs numer-
ous calls for a ceasefine and has not yet
determined when itwill stop the killing.
This complicates the situation.”
It was always complicated. Only

deal-making prowass that allowed him
to conjure up the possibility of a quick
pactwith Viadimir Putin o end the war.
Inthe end, it was Putinwho got the bet-
ter of Trump. He even used Trump's
words that the conflict in Ukralnewould
have never started had Trunp been in
power togood effect, The once-shunned
Russian leader s now back In American
good baoks, being feted with a red car-
l)et and driven in Trump's armoured

The contrast with the way

SOME ¢ lling cor PP uum"‘trump Ireach
apayban:l:frmnukmmfm‘ 15 support though securing 5
Ukraine's mineral depusits Kyw has now to directly negotiate with
Moscow—with — i the conflict. T ks ol
ingas Uh‘ainespmpleare not in favour of what Putin really wants,

For India, the biggest takeaway is Trurmp deciding to send some positive
signals on secondary tariff by indicating that the US may not impose it on
countries continuing to procure Russian crude oil. There were apprehen-
sions that additional secondary tariffs would have hit India in case the US
decided to enforce them. India faces a 50% US tariff—including 25% as

“penalty"for buying Russian oil— andthzreforehadadzarstaheinmzuut
corme of the meeting. Though thi Jearer by th lofthe
month {when the pmalty is scheduled to come into effect), the upside for
India afmthznl.askameetingl,sthatmzreismbreahdnwnufengagement
between Trump and Putin,with grecing to meet in Moscow,

muuu

Uber Freight is stuck in a
no-win situation

REBECCA TINUCCI HAS just been assigned one of the toughest jobs In trans-
portation. She was named chief executive officer of Uber Frelght after ts founder,
Lior Ron, jumped ship to become the chief operating officer of Waabl, a driverless
large-truck startup. Tinuccl, a ' Iesla Inc veteran, was hired hr Uber Technologles
Ineto hilp nelectelevehicles,
now in charge of solving Uber's Fmbght profdem. The ride- hailing company made
abet that using Its technological prowess to digitise the trucking industry would
reap big rewards. That bet hasn't pabd offand its unlikely iteverwill,

Uber Frelght has posted operating losses every year since it was founded in
2017 m:l:npt%ur Jﬂlf.whm It broke even, Trucking Industry profits hit a high in
21022, riding the wave of the pandembc surge of both demand and cango rates,
Legacy freight brokers posted large profits, C.H. Roblnson
Ines cg:l 5 billlon of earnings before Interest, taxes, ﬂ'npmchtiun and amaortlza-
thon that }'L'ar 1 he trucking industry is now in its third year of a hlsturlcally long

radeand creatl forman-
ufacturers and :Mailﬂl&.them s no rellef in slght for demand to rebound.

The technologlcal advantage that Uberwaseountlnn andidn't panout. Lquc}'
frelght brokers beat back the: tup

ific 1).C mwny.hansﬂ):.Ne:n
Trucking and other Silican Valley-born digital frelght startups went out of busi-
niess, leaving Uber Frelght as the only large one left standing.

Zelenskyy was treated in the White
House just a few months back couldn't
have been starker. Nowender Putin has
described the summit as "very useful”,
underlining that “We [Russia] had the

the genesks, about the causes of this cri-
sls,"and that "it is the elimination of
these root causes that should be the
basls for settlement.” Putin has report-
wedly set out his conditions for peace
clearly—Ukraine must withdraw from
the Donetsk reghon of the Donbas for
Russiatofreeze the front lines in Zapor-

lzhzhla and Kherson.

Trump had to change gears fast—he
did so by changing his tone, After the
Maska summit, he wrote on Truth
Soclal, "ltwas determined byall that the
et way to end the horrifle war between
Russia and Ukraine is to go directly to a
peace agreement.” Ceasefires, he now
suggests, "often times do not hold up”
This not only contradicts his publicly-
stated position but also negates
Ukralne's maln demand—

also lakd out Ukralne's cundlllunn Fr.ll

European-led peacekeeping mission,
supported by the US. Such an approach
has sparked substantlal concern In Kylv
and across Europe about its conse-
quences for Ukralnlan soverslgnty and
Westemn solldarley.
ltlaaﬁalnstthlshdodmpthatl:umpu
g that
procecd wltlluut thelr paltlclpatlun.
underscoring repeatedly that Ukraine
and Eumpﬂmunt]moentml toany talks,

what hecallsa/ y
able peace”, which Include a cmd Ible

security

territorial
andaecurllrlmataulw With Trump
pressing Europeans to take greater

dren allewudl.ytaloen phed ler for security—and hinting
ritorles by Russlan foroes. Tr atareduc { Europe
willing to offer security for Is with long-term !

Ukralne—a central demand from Zelen-

skyy and the so-called "coalition of the

willing,"a groupof natlons including the

UK, France, and Germany that have com-
mitted

in Ukralne once a settle-

easefire
mu!t come firge for any Ukraine is fast mient I reached, But how
peace dlalogue to move becoming asymbol  fa; can Uksalne and
forward, This has Euro-  of the helplessness  Europe rely on Trump
pean support and was con- of a weak nation remalig an open question
veyed to Trump before his at this stage.
summit with Putin, desparately trying to Trump's current

Such astance ls Impor-  Preserve itsdignity  Ukeaine  war policy
tant for Putinas ithuysthe  while the strong are  emphasises ls an amalga-
Russlan military time on matlon of a push for a
the battlefleld, where they ddnq \'d'll‘l'lhl)" . peace
seem to gaining ground. deal, lmited American
The few months betore winter kicks In are Involvement backed by sanctions and
cruclal for Putin to solidify his military Ei

l "mthe thime that Ukraine d {mm Ukmlne. and securing

unease, French President Emmanuel
Macronhas ploying
European  peacekeeping  troops to
Ukraine and urged Eu Ans to "rmus-
ele up” Trump's conclliatory stance
toward Putin has stoked fears that the US

mitmeents to Europe and Ukraine.

The Ukralnewarlsas much about the
future of Ukralne as it lsabout the future
of the post-Cold War European security
architecture. Putin isclearaboutwhat he
wantsand hie ks golng all out for it Europe
|5 stuck between Its dependence on the
US and its security imperative, The US
under Trump seems to have noreal com-
prehension about the long-term mpli-
catlons of his push ta get the Nobel Peace
I:I:e by ending the war in Ukralne,

n't have, Russian military
Ukraine can now go unimpeded sven as

Imt thn shift frem ene end to the other

It gets bogged down with

beattimes, with the

of a weak natlon desper-
ately trying to preserve [ts dignity while
the strong are doing what they can,

Trump'sego. most recent ane belng from seeking a Trump's unique ability to margin-

For his part, Zelenskyy has firmly temporary ceasefine toward pumuinga allse American partners and placate the
refer ontral  compr P nation’s to shay
of the Donbas reglon—which Includes Ing than a short-t the of the Ukraine war. The
Luhansk and Donetsk—arguing that pause In fighting. Similarly, while sig- nu):t few weeks would be decisive as
dolng so could provide Russia with a nalling openness to providing US security p plans to roll th

launch bad for i

He has

for Ukraine, he envisages a

@ FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

India@?79: From independence to influence

ASHOK GULATI
RITIKA JUNEJA

Respactivaly, distinguished professr and reseanch
Fallaw, ICRIER

for the eluslve peace in Ukraine,

As we reflect with pride on our progress of 79 years,
including reduced poverty levels and strides in
multiple fields, we must also look outwards

A.S INDIA HOISTED the tricolour on Its
o Day, it

cesging over 10 billlon transactions each

maonth s

MMTin 2024-25.Indka ls now thewoedd's
Largest rloe exporter, shipping 20.2 MMT

asa rnnl'hlnnt resilient,
1t st just theworld Ty,

reflects a digital revolut
Indl lgin leaders such as Sundar

bt a country that has crafted its destiny
guite successfully since It attalned Inde-
pendence in 1947, Not the

Pichal, hilya Madella, Indra Noayl, and
mmy miore bead some of the most influ-

current headwinds of Donald Trump's
tariff war, it hag weathered many storms
in the past. One may recall the sanctbons
by US in 1998 after the Pokharan nuclear
test during the Atal Bihard \"alpayec Rov-

aring Indla's
Intellec int

far beyond its borders, Lal Bahadur Sh,

InFY25, The g s grain stocks
exceed 90 MMT,well above buffer nosms.
Hortleulture utput has rlsen 15 thmes
alnece Independence, milk production 11

plagued by large inefficlencies. Studles
suggest that at least 20-15% of these
subsledies fail to reach Intended benefl-
clarbes. These subsidies, though politl-
cally tempting, come at the cost of pro-
ductl'w.- Investments. The next leap

times, and egg
T7 thmies, From FY15 to FY 2%, under the
India's real GO has

trl's call of “Jad fauae, foi Kisan,” later
enriched by Vajpayeewith" jaf Vigear{hall
sclence) and more remnll[y by Mol with

Ron's Uber Frelght exit may be a aiﬁn that Uber CED Dara KI has
finally lost patience with this money-losing unit. It couldn't come too soon. By
now, Khosrowshahl Hkely reallzes that frelght doesn't fit Uber's business model

and has littl il Its maln rid " ¥
Ubercoule th il thetr g cycle I
2026, Then agaln, an Imminent trucking turnaround has

teed fora couple of Tinucel could work

maghc and turn the unit into a profit centre.As unlikely as

that Is, such a turnaround still wouldn't make the freight
unikt a good fit with Uber.

Uber's strength lies with Its millions of drivers who are

e Uber

wal customers. Thatlwhy
Inw delivery has been so successful. Dellvery started with
foad and has e:(PandL-d now to groceries and retall Itnm!

THOMAS
BLACK

and fimally lurm.'d aprofitin2022.The payoff has bm.-n bdg
had adjusted Ebitdaof 51.5 billion in 2023,

and that swelled losl 5 billion last year. Analysts forecast
§3.5 billlon this year.

grown at an average of 6.5% annually,
while agricultural GDOT has expanded by
A% per year, well above the population

emment,orthe US'role | “lai (hall Innovation), growth rate of under 1%.Asa result, India
enth fleet in 1971, when with reminds us that rooted Isa net exporter of agriculture, unlike the
I In sclemce and USand China,wha are both
Every time, Indlaemerged stronger. Today, As Vajpayee once sald, what Whille India ha netimpartersof agriculture.
P Information  technodoy o e These are not mere statis-
Through the past decade, Indlas GDP (IT)is for India, biotechnol-  surpassed Pakistan  cics theynarmate thestoryof
has more than doubled. It Is projected to oy (BT) s for Bharat, and Bangladesh in  acountryln motlon.
touch §4.19 trillion in 2025, making it The Independence Day per capita incorme, However, even as India
the fourth-La econamy, only behind Is both a moment for cele- it Ins fi blHllld has achbeved food security,
the US ($20.5 trilllon), China (519.2 tril- bration and reflection on ol many remaln—
lion), and Germany (§4.74 telllion)  theroadtravelled—andthe  China, which began  nutritional security, espe-
{according to Internatlonal Monetary onestill ahead. its journay around  clally for children under the
Fund's estimates). Measured in purchas- Looking back te 1947, the same time of five, remalns press-

ing power parity (PPI) terms, Indla s
already the warld's third -largest economy
at 517,65 trillion, trailing only China
(540,72 erlllion) and the US {53051 tril-
llon) in 2025, Al this Is a reflectlon of rla-
ing aspirations and a strong resolve to
regain India's clvilisatbonal legacy.

Slnee Independence, poverty levels
have plummeted, while literacy, life

haw: seen transformative leaps. From

Another sign that patienc Ubser Frelght Is that

% historic landing to the

the last i 1
word “frekght” only twice in passinﬂ,and
analysts just don't ask questlons about the unit.

The last thme management discussed the freight unit on a conference call was
In May 2023, Executives mentioned that frelght was a headwind in prepared
remarks, which prompted an analyst question, After that painful explanation

Imply d *ttalk about

about Uber Frelght’ man-
agement decided tostop ul king about the unit.
The latest i esln

which Uber Freight can handIL' cargu from long haul to middle-mile to last-mile
dellvery. The milty ks that trucking and last-mile delivery don't have synergles;
t!w}'am distinct operations. That's why United Parcel Sr.-rvll:r.- Inc. sold its less-
than- 2011 and freight i last year. FedEx
Corp. hs apinning out (ts less-than-trucklomd business,

Uber has suce ifitably

Indla’s GDF was around
$30billion. The population

age

Ing. This calls for a sharper
focus on women's educa-
thon, Inproved and con-

stood at , withan

BO% living In poverty. Average life
expectancywas amerne 32 years and liter-
acy levels were just 18,3%: (1951}, Food -
grain production stood at about $0mil-
lion mietrle tonnes (MMT). Fast forward to

tinwed emphasks on sanitation. The Modl
government deserves compliments in
making Indka open defecatlon- free (ODF),
which will help Improve child nutrition.
But in the agri-food space, much

2025 to 146

bedone.Ing ratbonal-

billion, but poverty, measured at the
53 /day( 2021 PPP) threshold, has fallen to
Just 5.3%, accord ing to World Bank estl-
mwm Literacy has surged to 770, while

lslng food and fertiliser subsldies must
be put on high priority. Together, these

andlnl:mnlnnlnmtmmnnlnaml R&D

Inddla's future

lies kn empowering its citlzens to Inno-
vate, invest, and generate sustainable
Incomes. Emvironmental sustalnabsility
has tovbecentral to this journey. The qual -
Ity of Indla’s soll, water, and alr needs to
be protected for realising the Viksit
Bharat vision by 2047,

As we reflect with pride on our
progress, it ks equally important to look
outwards, While Indla has surpassed
Pakistan and Bangladesh in per capita
Incame—both In nominal and PPP
terms—It remalng far behind China,
which
time. China's per caplta income In 2025
18 §13,690 (PPP 528,980) while Indla is
at §2,860 (PPP 512,130). However, for
Indla, d ¥ rermalng | p
setll It apart from (ts nelghbours.

la's story is stillawork in progress.
Thc world watches it closely. It has
lesgons for many countries in Aska and
Africa, and I many high-tech sectors, it
compstes with the best. The Modi gov-
ernment's vislon fora Viksit Bharat by
2047 can be reallsed only If we remaln
focused on al:cel.e:a.tlnﬁ growth inclu-

account for nearky €3.71 lakl the
2025-26 Union Budget, € 2.03 lakh crore
forfood and €1.67 lakh crore for fertills-
ers. While these subsidies are meant to
shield vulnerable populations, they are

India has staked its place at the frontiers !usmr.lmthan
of space Themeteoricrlseof  72years(2023)F
tl 1), pro- P fold, reaching 353.9
THE EDITOR
Simplifying regulations  reguistory ddiligenth Jati

Apropos of *Cuality over quantity”
(FE, August 1), Reserve Bank of

India‘s (RBI) announcerment of a 30-
member Regulatary Review Cell to

That's not the case at Uberl‘mbﬁhL'J" PP trucking
Industry with digital technology has passed. C have gone digital and

is most
I . However, the Cell should

are profitable. Uber Frelght"s growth has stalled. Even If the unlt finds financial
footing, it's not golng to become a growth engine like the delivery business, No
amaount of patience s golng to change that.

be meticulously staffed with cutside
members with the ability and desire
toidentify the complexity of the

make suggestions to EIITIP'I')'
compliance. It cught to have
balanced membership from
regulators, regulated entities,
intermediaries, stabwarts in banking,
acadernia, and market players, RBI's
domination, if any, must only be
bureavcratic. The number of the
mambers is not the parameter but
their relevance to formulate
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=NR Naé[arajl;n, Siva:{ni
OnGST2.0

‘The proposed Goods & Services Tax
(GST) 2.0 signals a decisive shift
taward simphfication and global
alignment in indirect taxation. By
consalidating multiple slabs into twao
core rates—5% and 18% —and
capping sin goods at 40%, the reform

slvely,c rathc hurdles,
and adopt sclentific culture as the guld-
Ing principle, backed by investments.

Vious are pereonal

aims to reduce classification disputes
and enhance compliance certainty,
GST 2.0 positions India for domestic
efficiency and as a potential
benchmark in global tax refarm—
where fiscal architecture, political
messaging, and digital readiness
converge.

~Amarjeat Kumar, Hazaribagh
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OneNation, OneElection: Doesiit
reflect an Indian way of thinking?

Lets weigh this push for efficiency and cost-savings against wohat it cowdd imply for our complex jfimessy democratic system

SAMJOY CHAKRAVORTY

s & professor of geo graphy, enviranment and
wiban studies and deector of global studies at
Temgle University.

ne ol the common themes of

s in power at the Centr
sstandardize or malke
e impsertant aspects of

¥

. This drive s not partisan, in
thesense thiat bath major national parties have

.\I:uwmlu-lrpmpom.liy Iunhll:u.uwrillt e

e conld h

I recent years, most |Ik(| ed by digital tech-
5 things possible which couldn't

ned earlier,

This uniformity drive includes some procedures

& been established for many years, such as

i uum._-,\.l

For central institud
e

Aadhaar card system undes the Uniepuee Ddentifica-
Hon Authority of India. M corrent form wis estab-
lished i 2006 by the BIP-led NI, bat itwas the
[P A and hegan
ary' mechanism
abasse and

| fowr all practi-

| majm'n:n lomal policy that aff
5 was th lisetion of tF A5 and
(GETYin 2017, Rolled out under the slo-

taxes {including e
|I1m;, like the "\ T began

wis consldered se rlmu.l\'luy
wernment; the Manmohan

fuced aC "
Ame II(lIIln'I![ Sl b 2000 1o introcluee ©
resksted by the B at that tme, Afer g
P-lexd NDA prassied the (..

T, bt was

ng
aw ana it

The most recent effort at stand ardization ks what
I bisdng called the *One Natlon, One Election” pro-
posal, The intent ls 1o have Lok Sabha election
For central government formation colnekde with all
Vidhan Sabha elections in the states (and Union
territorles with elected bodles), The key angums
Tl ot frsrwaned d slmilar to the oae that ande
girded the GET push: efMclency (hy saving tme
money and bureaucratle resourees). Indeper

16 for engineering (EE

mechanisms in the bill ]u( o
Towok v a metbeulous s
Caroline Mallory and An
i D), They conelud
savings belng projected by backers of the |I||.| i
nod be realistic and that the Constitutional ame
ment, iFpassed, “could o
ol resolving old omes.”

My intent s instead to suggest that eMclency
anad cost savings, virtues as they are

e, Whint could be more Inportan
Drgader persped m-.lsllml the mare impar-
dr licate

thouigh somee ‘teaditions” may be (|||I|1:
Tohelpus think through the argument, [ begin

with the brilllant insights of the eminent linguist

and poet A, K. Ramanujan, Ina 1989 essay called

“Is There an Indian Way of Thinking? Professor

H un.amdan argiied that there i indeed one, at lease

India did indeed hegin with simul

that it's different from "Wesi

but as state governments started falling bed
il term-end (eithert al olis

ratiomality, becanse [|1(l|:m thanngiit ks ch;

o because they m-n-l:ppnl.orlIvylh:-(‘mm‘].
s los 1l

E 1
umsiler Congress rulbe), naot lu-n-.u;:mly with acatchy
narme, bast this ks the Arst time that this idea has

BINOY PRABHAKAR

Is chief content officer,
The CC1,

abh Kumar,

lzed by conte:
andalack Munl\:

identity of
[hls way of

location, lIms-(»I’(Ia} s.nas.an thie s
the owner and of the thief, and so.on.

Nirmala Sitharaman
the regulator to polic

anckani Hospital in
awiple, Mann Jakn and
the rghtto choose thedr

Important pending cases.

alent™ toensure healthy competition,
Yet, the CCL s now a fading star in Dndia's
regulatony constellation, hobhiled by Im(Lm(

.I..“"l|!|:|(1'-(!!m|lk'|’1 ca; e e amine

thinking explained, for j
wies both an astronor

whiy his father

the collection ofland laws in India, Land is
sulyject’ under the ledian C tutie

of the wide variance in rights
thelr history nvarious reglons fordiffeven
munities. Most readers of this column are likely
[} |m|l|aru||1]:[|1:l|:|>.|u1nanlaml:m:l;ut»|
markets and laws, which have som
v o, b rally nnr[.\Im\h-(L]lnhs-
rest of the cou

1

ry.
e hnadre (Lnuf-.(:m o
il and from whom, who
and towhom, what can be sold and how moc
what can never besald, ¢
Dhoees thils patchwork of laws and customs bewd to
the highest m(lhm s of land? [-mmapun-]y
market el 15 surely
‘oo But from a pulnu al or social
§ h(- an-.w(rl-\ probabily
tohe 1 il
iy :rl’d:»m;‘c-kn tions—: <-w-n|hlll,|...
ofthe Indian

apart, many maod
messiness. But, o st
foolhardy, What could be galmed in time a
i A eonlid pali in comparison with what
he Nexibility and adaptability that

THEIR

India’s antitrust waitchdog needs to get its mojo back

at a snail's pace. Last Decembser, the
the premls
srnd Rie:

mlnplaln[m[p.nu coslhusion in Te

nitary 2020

anker. The couple did

OF SVED & CONSIMEr

d, [hn:!' rhed

Hindustan Tumes Digital.

nisuse of marl

nie

i Flipkart and Amazon,
u'J-m [|1(l|l-\I'aLr trade n-qld:l- cases entalls Crranted, antitnust inves-
tor flmed th Ime.pllal A8 cvove for antl- | $ ] v econom ic risks tlgathons cam be time-con-
competitive and antl-consumer pr exclusivity clavses and platform neutrality stafl shaort- 5. bt the pile-up of
tablished in 2008 i he | bssues. A fnalorderispeading. The OCLhad e, the that could be cases ks worrylng,
s(uw(ﬂw;muwﬁd(tmm- premsed multiple ¢ ainst tech giant office, T e wehsite shows
and protec Google, An investigation of its Androbd | which is tasked with s m|n|m|zed by that it has a disposal rate of
|I1:-|:lh¢:nm':.ln:r|l’|’lmnmn.(.\mmmn Beensing practice finding as part of CCI N - Q0% Fow antitrust cases. But
companlescould seekspeedy justic anil ;\mlmlll ™ dnml investigations, is under-  @IMPOWEring It s record on significant
¢ abuese of dominance by ['|1|i'l'|WLH ar staffed. Only 113 of the cases, especially those that
explodtation by competitors, The CCLE CCT's 105 sanctioned posis affect consumers, |5 poor,
slneethen busted cartels across araft of sec- were filled asol 30 March 2024, “Indicating | In 2022, the OCT launched an mogulry against

ors ranging from e

It has radded comy
play. Any merger

worth Il-..\.all needs the

Th
EOVE

o all T

ent's b

ntertainment o cement.
e saspe

and accuisition (M&A)
CCIs approval.
he CCT e have the

king. Finance minis

-\(»J'md ‘\Iihusup"h an
o agadnst Apple wis completed
it year, the CCLs yel todssue afinal
Thae complaint chates back to 2002, An
Igation into quick commercecompa-
mles such as Blinkit, Instamart and Zepto,

.ulgnlﬂ.n'

which potentially impacis scores of mom-
andl-popstores across the country, s moving

s of alcahol companies

ol and AR InBeyv lullm-‘:u.;: p

ngana,

s hanging. What aboat
nil

The CCl'stardy
record on major

At vacancy rate,” as observed by a
reviews fnancial
ment i regsort pub-

sull |Ia.H; knack for making news,
wo doubt. 1ts crackdowns agalnst As
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Perplexity’s bid for Alphabet’s
Chrome appears mischievous

It couddd be a tactic to pieree Googles defence in its antitrust case

DAVE LEE
Is Bloomberg Opinlons US technolkogy
columnist

Tyou're fighting anantitrust kawsuit that

thaose pie
rated from the maother ship, this cre:
awarseouioome for the consumer, That's
whal(.:n:g,h haaln:mlmngll ha ol
the ‘hl Do) calls fior
£ -leading web
part of the remedies for its
muonopolistic behaviours involving lis
s«-m\'hhm.l ne:

L1||nn|( les uln-r]’:lm.a lal)r
that the hrowser waul(l likely become
“insecure and obsolete,

This defence was complicated so
what oan 12 Awgust when it emerged o
Perplexity, an Al company, had made an
“pudacious” (Hloombergt, “longshod" (Wall
Stveet Jowrnal and "mischievous™ (my
term) bid to take Chrome off Google's
hands For 5345 billion.

Perplexity doesn't have 8345 billlon.
The company was valued at $18 billien at
thoetine of 11 last funding round, b sald
It wonilel come upwith Punds from a coali-

i of nvestors whio are al ready on board
with the lwould realistically
b possihl urt does force the

it to sell Chrome, which,
|I_-, I polien 1o,

liet's huemaour this
it why buying
s for Perplesity.
The web hrowse become acritical
early batt leground for shaping new habits
n AL Perplexity realizes this and recently
Introdusced s own browser, Comat, which
places its own Al assistant front and centre:
I yous eypee a query into the address b
, nmadu[»{\anlllnh[-mhh-

¥
Bt before [ get into
for a second 4
Chrome wouled ¢

! e, this shift in behaviour from
search englne to AL woald be profound.
Thee b lerm ks that Comet has a thny mar-
ket share compared with Chrome's P0%of
desletop browser use globally and &
mobdle phones, Following loose estin
of about 3.5 billion users of Chrome,
ety woul o be paying about $10 per user,

The goal then would be to convert as
many of them as possible to users of s
S30-a-month "Pro’ Al plan. As Al husiness

advertising Industry are
of the Mutter it can cause,

]illl what absout a final clesure in critical
cases” That ls anybasd y's guess.

Notal delaysare the CCUs fault, The regu-
Lator feces the same challenge that many in
Il seeloing justice are upagainst —a plod-
ding judiciary. The Delhi
and Karnataka high courns,
Tor example, have stayed
mdtiple CCHinvestigations,
inchuding the case against

hosplials, promisi
infated prices of medicines and medieal
deviees. That case Is also gathering dust.
Mot bong agn, CCI prioritzed the susceqti-
billity oof bl ers o antl-competitive
practices, Not anymore. Can an instiiution

Alphabet argued that hiving off Chrome
aLoaums

would wreck this browser.

midels go, |
biggest competitors, Perpl
shopwindow for 115 AL an e
used product where users can discover the
Fiane L<)I1:l|ll}'||f1\[\l'l|h.lsllt ingtocon-
selously go looking for i
SHll, the kack of movement in Alphabet's
share price on 12 August suggests Investors
|1:l\'£ brushec off the possibility, Forstart-
E lysts think the valuation s
A fer “vastly undervalues the
sset, and should noi he taken seriously,”
wording o Baird, A better number,
analysts sabd, would be more 1ike 100 b
lon—though its hard to say how the
dymamics ofa deal woukd play out ifGoogle
had noveholee but tosell Chrome. Previous
t—n]lral foms ;utl it mnnmlu-n bertwisen S0
] Ilar SBETS

v e
ning plan toget in the ear of
+ Amit Mehta as he conslders the
bes for Goo-

.
Perplexity is shewe
that spir

L
ing oant Chrorme wioald b
Chrome bat to Chromium, the
open-seurce project that ferms the
bone of st topweb browsers, [ lu:lmp;

Lulem;, Chrome out of Google's hamds but
developlng it Further—keeping it from
becoming “in il eshsolete,” as the
company warned, What's mare, It seems
likedy other Al companies will throw their
names into the ring. Opentl's head of
ChatGPT testifled during the trial that the
company would be Interested in hu\mg’
Chrome, “as would many other partles,

fow much of th » judge takes |II[||
aceount s anether thing, He probabl
shouldn't: The rationale to force
Cheome would be to prevent Alphabet
Fromm ¢ ing anew Almonogsaly with the
same tactics |t used to dominate search,
Hly- Tt Juchge Mehiea has ot her tools at his

all, the only reason an Al company would
ested in baying Chrome, ata cost
hiat's dhosahilie fs exclsting value, woulbd be o
use the browser for those same anti-com-
petitve ends. CELOGMBERG

saddbed with existls 28 be expected to
pursue new ones with due dgow?

Deelays weaken the regulatbon of business
practices, which hurts consumens and new
players by falling to check the 0l effects of
cartelization and market dominance in many
flelds. This, atatime when falr-trade regula-
tors globally are trying to keep pace with
-.p( Nl} rhan;;t--.mln' Industries like AL
should fast-track the
ap|nlulmn-m of CCT off) lative
1 must be
m orders or

I

besching. Thesettlement mechaniam used in
iheGoogle Androdd TV case this April could
dopted to speed up
1 must resolve critle
Ive cases speedily.

India's comy
role inensuring markets ren
parent and competitive. But inthes
of systemic reforms, institution
and judicial suppart, it rsks becoming a

3 losg—slow to act, easy to

il fadr, trans-
bsence

aflrre e,

With India's economy growing fst and
new-age monopolies emerging, the case for
emmpewering the CC and holiding it aceount-
able has never bes
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Thereis no peace until
bothsides seeit as fair

The blank owtcome gf the US-Russia summit hefd in Mlaska was only a minor let-doven for

India. While peace in Ewrope matters, Gaza may offer Trump a better shot at a Nobel prize

he Alaskas

vit failed to pull the
rug we had hoped it would: the US
pretext for i SO0 ului.u_ it
imports, ost

Vladimir Puti

ethe latier E}

nodeal until th
ke on the outcome alter both
1l Ilhwnuhlj.nnn.lluud
nsome world ¢

fiait
of reliefwere h
w.u.lu- st th
Yalta 1L it w
|.ﬂﬂt'|< ncdmass by big powers to suit theirown
rand agendas. For New Delhi, the blank

Ilyilw mm let-dow IJlllu:l g

nota carve

wullllwll\ whu happearstol lw]:ul1|<d{'
talles with India on hold. In
pre-s
tool of leverage ove
with eye-rolls. Ifthe
clue to kick
lelihood of his pro
maker w |1IJI11I§E|1I{'HI1L \Inl::~l|1m'ﬁn it.
Ihl‘tmuhlvmilm\ te House bei
ataward is the ir

il Bvour, With

1o surprise, given the Global Ne
onand Nato's

MANU JOSEPH
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Court decides the fate of stray dogs in the

Bational Capital Roglon,

Awanithing the order ane Bvo warrng slces,
O gronip of pesple belleves o

152 journalist, novelis and Bdong o thestrovts, with
screemwiiter, His latest book |s

Why the Poor Dot KillUs!

ncteristie
v vietims of dog bite
wspemed o nedlan str

it
[
£

eformers take oo much credit for
redorm, Scvoften, good happens when
o upper clusses colliche in sellinterest
Dt osteis by For a oo can

Feel by thwekr bovers, Thae other
dlespse stray dogs but 1 think thekr real bone
to ek i with dog-lovers, The
g vemoved from the roads, and for this
cowered asudden and unchar
For Indin's poor, whao are the
i ey o
e
Mot clvilian wars in socloties across the
warld are between these two kinds of pes
Those who stamd For viues, wha have

clarity on the matter becase they will
sable

neconsguences, and wio e t
tovsay all the right things, which

keenon inany settlement, seemonly ten-
tatively relieved that America's leader called
the Alaskat roductive.” Post-s it

godir !'l'll\' tova Peac
el the w; 1l not lire Agree-
ment, which often times domot hold up.” But
he alsotold Foa News that he and Putin had dis-

cuissed potential land swaps between the two
Wi s, apart I SECUriLY guarantee
for Ukraine, All considered, the odds

that Russia will budge from parts of thl‘ former
Soviet Republicits
e deal would be worthy of a medal only
settlement has the buy-inof those hit

hardest by war. In 3
Brar for what woule

a Nobe
e . :k it

i :h.il Nuulh IcJt'
aully, 167 |
bl neesid tis
| probably
nore than Ukraine,

Unele

a8 part of his le;
*the world, And

MYy

on cami
practiend, and wants to llve ina convenlent
wny o forwhidch they kneww thist soamae vi

ulumbdguity in pubilic
Beploy the plight of the poor. Iiul

penple say
e bt el ot waind to be disectly responsd

bk For that b
e for it o th T
kgl well e most of Tl
st ol e nolse.

Tl sty chog Bssitie: Tuirs g
conrts For years, with the victories mostly
gobng the way of stray dogs, But a few days
gy, i Supreme Court beneh on its own
aecord took up the matter of the dangers of

specially deaths from rabies,

. As we will
upremi

ey et weant Lo pa
T second groaup
Thee first malics

iy chogs
ans, frec aned
LR b

the

i
wsnfTicient numbers.
IFstray dogs do T

Tully

o ather dogs—that would
bevatally ferad worbel, Another bench heard an
appeal and, at the time of writing this plece,
s ol toannounee iis decision.

THEIR

India must not fall into the tariff
trap that Donald Trump has laid

Neww Delhi mustnt wse tariffs to retadiate ay the deonage done will outweigh any near-term gaing

KAUSHIK BASU

I & professor of economics at Corall
University and a foarmes chief economic
adviser to the Gevernment of Inda,

comvomibe relations between |

s e LS Tave e throa liito

disarray ufter US Prosident Do
Trump announced a sweeplng S0%
bmport tarkiTon
imperts, with the exeeption of some
lectronie iems and certain pharma
el product e e prlinees
Inelia amongg the five mast heavily tar

T g, particulardy
Istor Narendra Modi's
tlor Trump's re-eloe
thon campalgn, ||s- White House's
harsh statement, framing the meaove as
painishment for Incia’s purchases of
Russdan oll, hasonly sdided tothe
confusion. As the Wall Strees Jourmal
recently noted, this reasoning does nol
haold up, sinee Clibna—ihe lirgest buyer
l' |Il| I|||a||-r1|K1~n|u-nu|lrn:l

with Trump
tor Lk Tor grantecd, to th
v mikner deg
preterences Is treated as

ol neardy o month's salary
Fram hischildren's governess for k)

10 VRIS ACCepls
1eul without protest—a passivity
the cmployer chastises is spineless.
Economist Ariel Rubinstein later deew
on Chakhov's story 1o develog
Hlnestrating how submission can invite
exploltation.

Inddia's apparent subservienee o
Trumpr had marked a departure from
Its lomggstanading rode as o strong inde
pendent countey. As o co-founeder of the
Non-Aligned Movement, Eonee cham
plomed strategle autonomy, balancing
relations with multiple countries while
avolding subordination toany major
poweer, b it the LIS or Soviet Unbon.

Beds thmae For India to draw om that
il cultivate eeonomie and
s with countries ke
Canada and China. Thisalso
mveans strngthening trade and cooper
atbon withether governments that are
concerned about the bmpact ol Trump's
particularly in Ewrope and Latin
America,

Bewotibd be o mistalke for New Delhito
rortaliate by matehing Tromp's tariils, os
wwombnent livdian commentators
rged. While retaliation would
g to Ind i would

the tenth-largest
mlllu-lllmlMHhu i, Chibng and
Bconomy Iﬁal-ur{ill

necessarly mi
By Imposing heavy tarilTs on s long-
IIlm'Il.vIs' ietaers, the US s making a
L ting itselfand inflicting
10 00 S 0 eeonomy,
Tk suwe, tariffs can pl -
tant robe bn economic pel
lenown earmpde s the dnfi
argument, which haolds that whena
promising sector s stilin s carly
stages, temporiry tariT protections
can give businesses the confidence o

srchon o grow,
I anel become

10 PEARS AGO

pos

blood

L

Hy the stanclards of conflicts in Indian
midelle-class soclety, this s one with wseful
comspue nees for the peor, Usually, Indians
witste a lot ol emotbon on useless hings, by
which 1 mean issues that will not improve
v ol life in India,
sl Giaridlans

afstray dogs deny the

of the problen g 1 i mll in the open. To an
the numbers ofdog bies - N@Ither side of hey have better
bk el 1 i g 0
it |I|I1:|II I:T|I;|III ::;I:\ India’s s'“sfeSt are locked up n....ul.:|!|!'::-
oz clont attack witheut Hime and whaose anly hisury
s, But ks s unlikely over dOgs has I that they are fed well. |
ook the vlew o st Inci more at stake T o choggs mwan
ans. Dogs are a danger, in emvy, perhaps, at steay
csprelally inchildren, dis than those dogs,
abled and the old. Like I'he government has
peaple, they areendearing closestto failed o do the umane

when powerless, But, at
the slightest whiff of an
uppier T, as n the pres
e ol seared chibd, they
e bwast

Also, Indians have died from dog bites
dlespibte belng sdministered the antl-rabiles
This could hebeeause of the ncon
atlon of vacelnes, So, iF you
are i person who has towall home down | o
lly st night, or geon a

skl ool halFa dhozen dogs sitting peac
ata road junetbon, 1t really s mol about the
I

street reality

rols; wo
thdings, ke fnding hiimane ways o keep the

Tt byt b imdasin of

¢ g don't helong on
it Froim the polit of
view of dags, they helong

thing to reduee the popula
Hon ol strays—sterilzathon,
In any cose, sterilization
winrks best for pets, orona
and not foracity-wide reduction
e sl fon,
, thie gowvernment can bavely fix
el expaect it do difficult

b ofurban dogs down, Thisleaves us
Inhrmane solutions, ke dumplng

desperate to make it.
makes the other guy smell

et itive. Bat once the industry
mutures, s should be reduced so
that the discipline ol sommpetbilon
can help it perdform even better.

Trnclia b v s fi i, T BT,
feal gt dodd the govermment o expel
1M, compelling the country to deselop
s o mind- amwd mlero-compate
Progected by trade barcers, Tndin's
domesthe computer sector expanded
aquckly, But it was the eeonomic
reforms of 10491-4
Tneliar's marliets o |
ththon, that enabled its infotech sector o
Aourish and Indian corporatbons like
Infosys, Wiproand Tata Consullancy
Services o emenge as global leadors,
haelpling didve o period ol unprece.
dented ceonomic growth,

Interestingly, the bnfamt- industry
comnet p predates modern academie
wcomnormbes and can be trneed Bock g
Abesaneler Harmilion, America's first
Ireasury secretary, who suc 3
uclvoeated for LS tarlffs to prodect and
narture is nascent industries, Alihough
LIS trnade peliches shifved after |RGE, el
wtively Blgh tarlffs remained in place
bl R, after which the
Fuelling a sustained eeong

Ty contr s i
tardrates o thelr highest level
more than B0 years |s less an infant-in
dustry policy than a nonagenarian one,
shieldhing un American manufacturing
sector thit long agooutgrow wny ned
Foar predect fom, Morsover, competing
with manfa w-lll|-|1||'|]..1!|m1m|
omnbes lke Tndin, Vietnam and Tndose
sk womilel reguire deiving down the
wiges of American workers—a strategy
that Is neither realistic nor desirabie.

The same applios to Tnlia: tariTs
shoulel ot be used tosettle political
BEOITS, T bang run, iy
e will Bar onntwiedghy
torm gains,

A For Trump's taclif policy. we can
only hope that bewill recognize the
ol peverse course before it
more damiage tothe LS

IO PROJECT SYNDICATE

rwsr A E!@U@!ﬂ

The worst thing you can
sibly do in a deal is seem

That

, and then yvou're dead.

-

DONALD TRUMP

e all i scmaething that we calla ‘shelter’
fow ok oo comfort,

As ol now, s dogs are protected by
Wi, This s al 1
vl o goreatee

clogn chbefly because of th
e mneal swag of some
Usually,

Irvitates peo
il s spak for them. 5o, n

the st few days, politicins have raged
gkt chogs, Sorme, ke Rabul Gandli, had
the courage to take a political risk and say
ool s soanl” not the problems
], Hivsadel, " Blankiot fomovalsire
Tt -shghted, and strip us of compas
slon, Weecan ensure pubilic safety and animal
wirkfare o B I B,
ot thvere s no sueh solution, espec
shart-term scdution. Inany moral debate, it
wontld b very lagy not to factor in the

Incompaten M ncal governiment
efficials, Sterilization bs. therefore, just not
proctical.

I

1 that nothing will come of this bsae
Immediately becawse India ravely solves its
chiffieult proalems, S0 O diogs are safe for
mow, Ane the core of the problem will con
thne—the poor will pay a pelee s one seg
ment of the country's elite fight for the
mesnbing of beling hu
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In Telangana, instances of officers getting caught taking a bribe may spark a

carcer-ender. Bureaucratic delays, alleged shoddy investigations and ‘political shielding drag cases to a crawl.

Cash, cover-ups and courtroam slip:

scandal, but it is rarely a

Many accused officers not only return to their posts but climb the ranks, while prosecutions Fade into obscurity,
The result? A system that claims to fight graft but oo often shields the corrupt. Lavpreet Kaur exposes how
anti-corruption cases end without a sense of justice

he call from an unknown number
came on the evening of June 21, Rou-
tine enough, thought 35 year-old sales

executive Adepu Nikhil - until the
wobee on the line introduced himself as Sub-In-
spector K.Y, Venugopal from the Women Police
Station, Cyberabad. There had been tensions at
home, His marriage to L. Swathi, 30, a privae
company employee, was strained. She had
moved out months ago. But police imvolvement?
That was a new line being crossed, he felt,

At home in Hyderabad's Gachibowli, he was
radsing their three year-old son, Agastya, alone,
Tha family's struggles had been quiet and priv-
ate, 5o the news of a formal police complaint and
being called in for questioning hit him hard,

He visited the police station that very evening,
bt the officer handling the case wasn't available,
When he returned the next afternoon, he was
told a case had been filed four days earlier. The
charges: cruelty by husband, assault and crimi-
nal intimidation. He was not lone accused; his 63-
year-old mother, Adepu Vijaya, residing in Kazi-
pet of Warangal district, around 200 kilometres
from  Hyderabad, was also named in the
camplaint,

“My mother is the sole caregiver for my ailing
father and had no role in my disagreements with
Swathi. Yet her name was on the FIR," recalls Nik-
hil. When he explained the family situation to the
police officer, the conversation reportedly ook a
different mrn.

On June 25, during another visit to the polioe
station, the officer allegedly hinved at a fix: recon
cile with Swathi and pay ¥50,000 to have his
mother's name dropped. When Nikhil refused,
the demand dropped to T25,000, the calls press-
ing harder each time.

Tworweeks later, Nikhil walked into the station
wm This tirme, with officers of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACE) trailing behind, The trap was
swift; the officer was caught with the cash,

His case is now among 22 booked by Telanga-
na ACH in July 2025 alone, which is part of a
broacer tally of 148 cises in seven months, 45 ar
rests, and over 130,32 lakh seized.

In a State where corruption is often hard to
prove and harder to prosecute, the case high-
lights how ordinary families, already grappling
with personal erises, can be further ensnaned by
abuse of power, leaving them either silenced or,
in rare moments, emboldened to fight back.

The long road to justice
For most people, walking into an ACB office is far
from a routine visit. They arrive anxious, hesitant
and even scared, unsure if speaking out will bring
change or invite trouble.

1t beging with a complaint, usually handwrit
ten ot typed, submitted at the local ACB range of
fice or via the bureau’s online portal, Most allege
that a government official demanded a bribe for a
service supposed to be provided as a matter of
right. Onee Aled, the ACE verifies the claim, seek-
ing proof such as recordings, chats or other evie
denee. If the bribe hasn't been pald, officers may
plan a trap.

The operation is precise: mediators are ar-

ee

There are
several
gEovernment
employvees
whio have
Deen caught
more than
once but
nothing
happens to
them,
thanks o
thee
file-pushing
culture.
PADMANARM
I'N‘ﬁdﬂ\! Farum

Tor Cood
Governance

ranged, the complainant is Atted with a hidden
recorder and currency notes dusted with a
chemical powder called phenolphthalein are
handed over. When touched, the powder loaves
traces visible in a chemical test, with the entire
exchange captured on camera.

If the handover succeeds, the accused is
caught ‘red-handed’, taken into custody and
booked under the Prevention of Corruption Act,
Press notes and photos follow, but the real work
beging behind the scenes,

The ACB eompiles a case file which neludes
enguiry reports, witness and accused state
ments, forensic results and teap Footage, and
then sends it to the Vigilanee Commission for vet-
ting. To proceed, prosecution sanction - legal
ol before the chargesheet can be Rled in court
~ must come from the accused officer's depart:
ment, a process intended to be ind Jent but

Bribe and

prejudice:
@ when graft
charges slip

through the
cracks

and secured a prime posting.

“This is not an isolated incident,” says Padma-
ruibh Reldy, president of the Forum for Good G-
vernance, a non-profit working towards securing
oo governance at all levels, "There are several
pgovernment employees who have been caught
mare than once but nothing happens to them,

thanks to the file-
pushing culture,”

he adds,
Promotions,
though technically
For misappropriation i’:‘c:l‘ij’ un"i';:v'ltl
cases, weolten deal with e are  often
hundreds of pages of granted when of
bank statements, digital — ficers  approach

the courts or de-
partmental review
committees, With-
out a chargesheet
filed within a "rea-

transactions and layered
financlal data, We necd
more forenshe experns,
trained analyss, better
Labs and upgraded twools,

rarely swift.

After arrest, the ACB also recommends the of
fcer's immediate suspension for two years as per
s oo manual and government orders, On pap-
e, it is automatic; in practice, it often isn't.

Promotions, plum posts, repeat offenders

Despite a steacly rise in ACB cases, systemic de-
terrence remadns weak. Many accused offi
face little consequence, securing plum posti

and, in some cases, eamning promaotions while
proceedings drag on.

On July 12, Panchayat Raj Assistant Engineer
Jagadeesh Babu was trapped by the ACB in Ped-
dapalli while accepting bribe of 290,000, He had
carlier been booked in 2017 for allegedly taking
1.5 lakh in Karimnagar, yet continued in service

sonable” tirmie
bt our resources are frame, many suc-
stretched thinand cessfully  argue
delays in reports are that  promotions
routine cannot e
withheld,
= AL In one instance,
a Deputy Commer-

clal Tax Officer (DCTOY, posted in the office of the
Joint Commissioner, Malkajgiri, who was booked
by ACE in 2013, obtained a court order recom:
mending promotion to Assistant Commissioner,
with the case still pending 11 years later. In anoth-
er case, s woman CTO facing disciplinary charges
sinee 2017 was similarly recommended for pro-
mothon, The pattern is clear: institutional delays,
poor followup and legal loopholes blunt the im-
pact of cormuption cases.

The bureaucratic backdoor

Even with trap videos, recovery of tainted cash
amnd writien complaints, an ACB case rarely
maves in a straight line to conviction,

In 2024, the bureau booked 152 cases - highest
in three years ~ but seeuned only 16 convictions,
Officials say the conviction rate is 60-70%, yet
ot trials steetch for 7-8 years, "These cases re-
present only 5% of actual corruption in the
State,” says Reddy. "Everyone knows it will take
H10 years, if at all, to reach a conclusion, so even
the accused treat the proceedings with lile
seriolisness.”

Structural deficiency, he says, makes the pro-
cess slower. Bail comes within two weeks of ar
rest, suspension is reviewed in six months and
many officers ane reinstated soon after,

Interestingly, right fram the day of suspension,
the accused official draws half-salary and 75%
dearness allowance, and receives full pay after
six months., If the departmental review commit-
tee finds no strong reason to extend the suspen-
sion, which Reddy says is common, they are post-
ed back to work,

“In most cases, the committee just lets it go.
Sinee the accused officer has to be paid the entire
sakary after six manths, the government prefers
they come back on job,” says 2 senior official of
ACE on condition of ananymity.

Early reinstatement happens in 546% of cases,
says another ACH officlal. A recent Supreme
Court ruling, stating that suspension should not
exceed six months unless a chargesheet is filed,
has further opened the door for accused officers
to peturn early via committee orders or court ap
peils. "There needs to be clarity and reconeilia-

wee

n 2024, the Antl-Corruptian Bureau beaked 152 cases — the highest in three years = but secured oy 16 corvictions, Officiale say the comiction rate s 60-T0%, yet mast triaks stretch for 7-8 yea s GeTTe MAGES/ISTOCKPHOTD

thon on this issue,” the official acdds.

Prosecution sanction is another bottleneck
wheere delays spiral: “Unless the report is airtight,
legally and procedurally, the file can get stuck.”

If the Vigilance Commission lags gaps, files
some cases, the government
altogether, ending the matter
without a trial. Political or departmental links
can further slow down movement,

According to Reddy, the State government de-
filed ACE permission to prosecute in at least 40
cases between 2004 and 2015 alone.

“Since then, at least 13 FIRs have been closed
and six cases dropped entirely. In many other
cases, iles have simply been routed to ‘depart-
imetital action’; ‘tribunal disciplinary proceed-
ings’, which has remadned largely inactive due to
stafl’ shortages or the ‘Commissioner of Ingui-
ries’, often led by a retired officer with lmited ca-
pacity.” he sys,

Irsternal inguiries often invobe officers known
to the acoused, resulting in cursory gquestioning
and little to sero disciplinary action.

And when a case does make it to court, judicial
delays take over.

Weak links in the chain

Until recently, Telangana had only one special
ACB court in Nampally, Hyderabad. Two more
have been set up in Warangal and Karimnagar,
st backlogs remain high. "The Nampally court
is overburdened. There are no regular judges,
trials are delayed, and pendency keeps growing,”
an ACB officlal says.

Structural limitations akso continue to weaken
investigations, “For misappropriation cases, we
often deal with hundreds of pages of bank state-
ments, digital transactions and layered financial
data. We need more forensic experts, trained
analysts, better labs and upgraded tols, but our
resourees are stretehed thin and delays in reports
are routine,” an official notes.

Reddy says the burea’s staffing mindset must
change. "An ACB posting is still seen as a punish-
ment. Like other specialised units, ACB person-
nel should get special allowances or incentives,”
he stresses.

Legal experts warn that the bigger threat lies
in explaiting procedural loopholes that enables
accused officils to return to service with mini
mal consequences. "Removal from service is the
only real deterrent, but it almost never happens,”
says a criminal kwoer at the Nampally court.

He asserts that many delays are deliberate:
FIRs and mediators’ reports in trap cases are rea:
dy, yet departments take 100 days or more to file
a chargesheet that could be done in 30, That de-
lay itsell weakens the case,” he says.

Irs the meantime, aceused officers often secure
reinstatement through High Court or tribunal or-
ders, he adds. Poor prosecution is another weak-
ness, he rues: "Public prosecutors handling ACE
cases are often poorly trained and lack the legal
expertise to match the defence. If we are serious
about securing convictions, we need our best la-
wyers on siuch cases.” Advocate Immaneni Rama
Rao echoes similar concerns, mtlng that political
and bureaucratic interference continues to un-n
promise accountability. *There i
approach when it comes to certal
That selective leniency creates public suspicion,”
he says,

While technology and enline portals have im-
proved reporting, be warns that unless the robe of
influential State actors is reined in, structural
protections will continue to shield tainted offi-

clils.
»
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Soora|l Kanjl Sodha with his
wilfie Taju, at his bhunga at
Zura Camp, Kuteh. viay SONEL

rejoiced. Escaping alleged persecution and insecurity, many have waited for over a decade for

THE HINDU

GUJARAT

185 people
crossed a line

Last month, when Pakistani nationals in Gujarat got Indian citizenship under the CAA, they

having come over the border on tourist visas. Abhinay Deshpande reports on their relief,
the struggle behind the paperwork and their children's prospects

utside his weathered bhunga, a cirou
lar mud hut with a thatched roof, on
the outskirts of Zura camp — a sparse,

sunbaked stretch of land in Gujarats
Kutch district — Sooroji Kanji Sodha, 70, exhales
as if releasing 16 years of apprehension. "This
feels like a second birth,” he says, his voice steady
but sombre. He and his wife, Taju Kaur, were re-
cognised as Indian citizens on July 25, along with
183 other Pakistani nationals in Gujarat.

In 2009, Sooroji left behind his janmabhoomi
(the land of his birth) in Tharparkar district of Pa-
kistan's Sindh province. The decision cost him
nearly 40 acres of land, his livestock, and a way
of life his family had known for generations. With
his wifee and eight children, he boarded a train to
India in search of dignity and a better future, he
says. “Leaving my watan (couniry) was never ea-
5y, Sooroji, who now earns 300 a day as a daily
wager, says. “But I did it for my children. Espe-
dially for my daughters.”

The Sodha couple and others received Indian
citizenship under the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 (CAA). The CAA Rules were notified in
March 2024, just before India's Lok Sabha elec-
tions, The CAA provides a pathway to citizenship
for persecuted non-Muslim minorities (Hindu,
Sikh, Parsi, Jain, Buddhist, and Christian) - both
documented and undocumented - from Pakis-
tan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan who arrived in
India before December 31, 2014,

Across Rajkot, Morbi, and Kutch districts, ma-
ny say the wait for citicenship stretches well
beyond a decade, forcing families to live in a con-
stant state of legal and social limbo, A man in
Morbi who also got Indian citizenship says,
“There we were a minority. Here, until we get our
ditizenship documents, we are no one”™

Just before COVIDHS regulations came into
force in March 2020, anti-CAA protests took
place across India, claiming that it was discrimi-
natory in nature against Muslims. The Bharativa

Things
weren't safe
there,
especially
for women.
‘We lived in
fear of theft,
redigious

persecution,

and general
Insecurity.
Thar's when
we decided
It was time
o leave
SAVITHA
FUFAL

Rafkot resldent

Janata Party that leans towards Hindutva and its  f3®

allies were in power then. The same party is in
power now, both at the Centre and in Gujarat.

Minority report
It was not just religious persecution and looting,
Sooroji explains, but the limitations placed on
their future as a minority that drove his decision.
In his native region, most Rajput families bore
the Sodha surname, making it difficult to find
suitable matrimonial matches for his children,
due to norms that discourage marrying within
the same extended clan. "In Pakistan, there were
no Jadejas, no Parmars, no Nadodas for us to
marry our children to,” he says, wrapping his yel
low turban around his head. “Those families are
in India, not in Pakistan.”

Zura camp, where Sooroji lives, was initially
set up shorthy after Partition in 1947 to accommo-

date Hindu refugees from the Sindh province,
Owver time, it has become home to those who mi:
grated during later periods of unrest, especially
around the 1971 Indo-Pak war. For many like Soo-
roji, life in the camp has meant living in imbo -
waiting for citizenship, waiting to belong.

Clutching his certificate, he says, *1 can now
say [ am Indian — not just in my heart, but on
paper too. Now, [ hope my children also get their
citizenship based on my documents and can
work in this country with price.”

Data accessed from the Directorate of Census
Operations, Gandhinagar, reveals that 1,050 Pa-
kistani nationals settled in Gujarat - 537 men and
513 wormen — are covered under the Act between
July 2, 2024 and July 22, 2025, All of them are
Himdus, with the highest number in Ahmedabad
{433), followed by Rajkot (271), and Patan (133)
districts. In addition, separate data from the Guj-
arat government shows that since 2018, up to
1,386 Pakistani nationals have been granted In-
dian citizenship through the discretionary pow-
ers given to District Collectors.

Most of them travelled to India on a visit visa,
with no intention of returning. They booked one-
way tickets on the now-suspended weekly Thar
Express, an imternational passenger train that
ran between Bhagat Ki Kothi in Jodhpur in Rajas-
than and Karachi Cantonment in Pakistan. Immi-
gration and customs facilities were located at Mu-
naban raibway station on the Indian side.

The service was suspended in August 2019 fol-
lowing a deterioration in diplomatic ties between
the two countries, after the Indian government
revoked Jammu and Kashmir's special stams and
rearganised the State into two Union Territories,

Caste consciousness
A sixv-hour drive from Zura camp, in Rajkot, Sa-
vitha Fufal, 44, a mother, is getting ready to head

out for her wedding anniversary dinner with her
husband Vishan and their son Jignesh, 12, on Au-
Eust 5. It is a quiet celebration, a far cry from the
lifee shie ledt behind over a decade ago, she says.

In May 2013, just nine months into their mar-
riage, Vishan, now a hotelier, decided to leave Ka-
rachi and move to India with seven family mem-
bers, induding Savitha, his mother, sister, and
four relatives from his brother's family. Savitha's
four siblings still ive in Pakistan, and she keeps in
touch with them regularly through video calls.

Sitting in the small living rocm of their rented
home, Savitha recalls the emaotional weight of
leaving her country. "It was hard to leave,” she
says, “but living there wasn't easy either” The
couple initially came to India ona tourist visa and
later applied for and kept renewing their Long:
Term Visa (LTV). *Things weren't safe there, es-
pecially for women. We lived in fear of theft, reli-
pious persecution and general insecurity. That's
when we decided it was time to leave.”

Savitha is one of four people who were granted
citizenship under the discretionary powers of the
District Collectors. "I'm proud to call myself an
Indian now,” she says with a smile. She adds that
her hushand’s brother and his family eventually
returned to Karachi after spending some time in
India. “They weren't comfortable here. They felt
more connected to their relatives back home,”
she says.

Savitha remembers that she was not able to at-
tend her father's funeral in 2015, 1 could only go
in 2017, after we managed to get a visa for my son
ton,” she says. Her husband has never gone back,

The family belongs to a community in India
classified as a Scheduled Caste (SCh. However,
due to the absence of documentation, her son
will not get any of the social welfare benefits thar
the community can claim.

Another migrant-turned-citizen, Manoj Par-
mar, 49, who works at a petrol station in Rajkot,
says he became aware of the caste system — and
that his community falls under the Scheduled
Castes — only after arriving in India. His great-
grandfather had migrated from Botad to Karachi
in search of work following a severe drought, and
eventually settled there. Before moving to India
in February 2012, Manoj worked at the Karachi
Electric Supply Company.

“There, even my subordinate would refuse to
follow my work instructions and insult me be-
cause of my religion. 1 theught, “If this is my con-
dition despite being educated, what will happen
to my children?’ The situation was only going to
et worse, s0 1 came to India,” he says. “Now, my
children want reservation rights.”

Rules and regulations

The CAA Rules authorise Central government of-
ficials stationed in States — including those from

the Directorate of Census Operations, India Post,

-
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(Left) Sawita Fufal with her family in Rajkot; Laxmansinh
Sadha [right) and Metsinh Sodha, in Marbl. v soNE

Railways, National Informatics Centre (NIC), and
Intelligence Bureau (IB) — to handle and process
citizenship applications.

Onee an application is submitted online, the
applicant is required to appear before a District
Level Committee headed by the Superintendent
of Post Office as the designated officer. The com-
mittee also includes representatives from the
NIL, IB, Raik and the district admini Jom,

“The process is usually completed within a
couple of weeks, including antecedent verifica-
tion by IE, but if there are errors in the applica-
tion — such as mismatched names or issues with
supporting documents — applicants are informed
and asked to make the necessary corrections be-
fore resubmitting,” says an officer from the India
Post in Bhu.

According to the official, 18 people from the
Kutch district have been granted citizenship un-
der the CAA so far, and another 97 applications
are in the pipeline. “District officials have in-
formed us that now only 115 Pakistani nationals
are in Kutch, including the 97 whose applications
are currently pending. The rest have not applied
yet,” the official adds.

‘Waiting for the gates to open

For the children of those who have waited for citi-
zenship, life means growing up in a country they
«call home, yet don't belong, They cannot take ad-
mission in government schools, and have no ac.
wess b reservations in education and jobs.

Sending children abroad is complex. Soorji's
younger brother, Laxmansinh Sodha, 53, a grad-
vate of Karachi Medical College with an MEBS de-
gree, who now runs a clinic in Morbi, says he had
hoped to send his son Mehtabsinh, 17, - who
qualified for NEET — to Russia to study medicine,
after facing issues with admission in India due o
incomplete documentation. "But that too didn't
work out because he doesn't have an Indian pass-
part.” His education shows he is from India,
while his passport is from Pakistan. “Now, we've
enrolled him in an LLB programme at a private
university here. His citizenship is still pending ™

Laxmansinh migrated to India in November
2012 and was granted citizenship earlier this year.
His first wisit to India was in 1971, he recalls, when
the was just six months old. During the Indo-Pak
war, his parents fled to India and took shelter in
the Zura camp for nearly three years, However,
due to limited facilitios at the camp and a lack of
livelihood options, the family eventually re-
turned to Tharparkar in Pakistan. “1 practised
medicine there for nearly 10 years, and left eve-
rything behind and came to India, fearing forced
conversions and attacks on Hindus,” he explains.

Sitting beside him is Netsinh Sodha, 56, who
once worked as a patwari (village accountant) in
Tharparkar district. He left his government job
and migrated to India with his wife and seven
children in May 2004, Now settled in Morhi, he
runs a cloth shop and is among those who have
lbeen granted Indian citizenship.

While Netsinh welcomes CAA, he raises con-
«cerns about the implementation process, alleging
that staff involved in handling applications often
harass applicants. "The Act clearly states that
even a single document or visa entry stamp is
enough to apply for citizenship under CAA, yet
many officials lack clarity on the provisions. As a
result, many migrants are facing unnecessary
hurdles,” he says.

“Applicants are being forced to submit their
forms five to 10 times over minor issues. This is
something the government must urgently ad-
dress” He says many Hindus are still “stuck” in
the neighbouring country and are waiting for the
authorities to start issuing visas again. In April
2025, after the Pahalgam attack, India suspended

visa services to Pakistani nationals.
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Cruel Imtentlons: Villagers gather in large numbers in frant of the reskdence of caste killing victim €. Kavin Sebvaganesh in Asramugamangalam In Thoathukudi district on August 1. paese y

How ‘honour’ killings in India are
reinforced and legitimised

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala

where Dalit communities have seen relatively greater empowerment

rates of inter-caste marriages, ironically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour killings

Sivabalan Elangovan

wster in [ndia is not an individual
problem - it is a deeply rooted
sodcial phienoimienon, Ciste
survives and thrives not juse
because individuals insist on it, bug
becaise Families, communities, and entire
soscial structures continue to enforce and
legitimise it, knowingly or otherwise,

At the heart of this caste endurance lie
social customs passed dovwn and
protected within households, Children
grow i internalising boundaries - who
ti talk to, whao to marry, who to svoid
lomgg befare they can even articulate why,
As i result, the caste system remains one
of the most resilient social frameworks in
India.

‘Honour' killings

O of the biggest threats to the rigidity of
caste has been social justioe
interventions, When marginalised
communities, particularly Dalits, gain
access to quality education and secure
meaningful employment, it opens the
gates for their integration into
mainstream society, With that, a
foundational shift begins, No longer
confined to the mangins, the oppressed
now begin to interact with caste-Hindu
society on an equal footing - in
workplaces, colleges, cities, and maost
importantly, in relationships. This has
created a new frontier of social tension:
rormantic unions thit cross caste lines,
especially those imvolving Dalit men and
dominant caste women, These unions
represent not just love or rebellion but a
direet challenge to centuries-old caste
hierarchies, And for many conservative

families, that challenge is intolerable,

States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Makarashtra, and Kerala - where Dalit
communities have seen relatively greater
effipowerinedit - also record higher rates
of inter-caste marriages. According to the
India Human Development Survey
(THDS-I1), the national tate of inter-caste
rarrisges stands at around 5%, but States
with empowered Dalit populations show
higher numbers. lronically, these are also
the States with increased incidents of
homor killings.

This paradox reveals a disturbing trith:
honour killings eceur not where casteism
is strompgest, but where it is most
threatened, [n Stites where the oppressed
still maintain their "status quo,” viclence
is bess ~ not because casteism is absent,
bt because it remabns unchallenged,
Thus, caste-based viokence is not a sign of
persistent hierarchy abone, but of
hierarchy under shege.

Tamil Nadu's caste paradox

When caste killings happen, democratic
vodces among the public are strong in
Tamil Nadu as the State boasts a strong

time, caste is glorifed on social media,
Due to the anomymity such platforms
offier, some accounts go so far as o
defend caste killings.

How do we understand this paradox?
Perhaps in Tamil Nadu, while people
possess a collective consciousness aguinst
casteism, shaped by decades of social
justice politics, individual artitudes may
not always align in the same way. The
State’s anti-caste culture is collectively
pragressive but individually conflieted. In
public, caste violenee is rejected but in

private conversations, WhatsApp groups,
and through anonymous posts, caste
continues to dictate social preferences,
marriage allisnces, and “honourable
behivioar!

This paradox does not mean that Tamil
MNadu's anti-caste movement is a failure, It
rreans that one is living in a liminal space

hetween tradition and transformation.
Whiat we see on social media is not just
ciste pride, it's also the fear of losing
irherited power and the anxdety of
ciiltural charige,

O family and caste

There's a popular belief that the caste
systerm stirvives mainly because of
political parties or caste-based
organisations, While these certainly
reinforee caste divisions in the public
sphere, they are not the roots of the
system. Caste survives because it is
protected and transmitted within the
family. Through everyday customs,
rituals, marriage arrangements, social
expectations, and inherited prefudices,
ciste becomes part of a child's
consciousness long before they can
question it. This is why caste has
remained transgenerational, even in the
face of rising education, urbanisation and
exposure to new ideas.

However, the psychological and
cultural importance of the *family’ itself is
changing, especially among adolescents,
Around the world, particularly in
countries like South Korea and Japan, we
are seeing dramatic shifts: marriage rates
are fulling, fertility rates are at historic
Bovws, and the traditional family unit is
bosing its central place in people's Hes,
Instend, new models of relationship

record higher

open partnerships, cobabitation, single
living, and self parenting - are emerging.

India’s urban youth are slowly
reflecting this trend too, Many
adelesoents today are inereasingly
prioritising individual growth, emotional
well-being, and autonomy over traditional
family obligathons, As the valie of the
Family unit weakens, so too does the
primary mechanism throigh which caste
is erforced and reprodisced,

I ather words, if the family becomes
less central in shaping relationships and
social porms, caste may lose its strongest
and oldest vehicle of survival, This
doesn't mean that caste will disappear
overiight, But it suggests that the cultural
infrastructure that sustains it is slowly
being dismantled - not by revolution, but
by changing lifestyles, shifting emotional
priorities, and evolution of the self,

Caste in India is at crossroads. On one
hand, we see violent reactions and online
glorification. On the other, we witness
stromg demoeratic voices against honour
keillings and a new generation slowly
withdrawing from socal values. Tamil
Madu symbaolises this contradiction in its
mest vivid form < a State where both the
loudest resistance to casteism and the
quietest internal caste pride coexist. But it
also offers hope: if this contradiction s
acknowledged, addressed, and
challenged, especially through
engagernent and digital
counter-narratives, we may finally move
toward a society where caste loses its grip
not anly on our systems, but on cur
hearts and minds,

Sivabalan Elangevan is Professor and
Head, Dept of Pavehiatry, Dr MGR

Educational and Researeh Institute.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Every culture and civili

ation, particularly the polytheistic, had i

Please send in your answers to

d silyrguie @ thehindu.con

S OWnN representation

for the gods of medicine and healing. How well do you know your medical myths?

Ramya Kannan ™

QUESTION 3
A In Japanese myth,
QUESTION 1 Sukunabikana or the god of

The som of the ged Apalla,
he was belleved ta have the
pawer to ralse the dead and
was revered by healens in
Anclent Greece. The staff he
held In his hand, Is still
relesvant today In medicine
and glves you a big clee
about his name. Who was

was the drink?

(3
QUESTION &

this? from her name. Whea is this?
h (%
QUESTION 2 QUESTION S

I sauth Indlan Hindu falk
cultures, a goddess
Incarnated from Parvatl, s
beelleved te protect children
from the pax, In the north,
she is kngwn as Shitala
Wiho are we talking about?

healing is also credited with
inventing a popular drink. What

Raman myth boasts of a goddess
wiha could specifically protect
people fram fever and malaria,
In fact, the word fever derlves

In Egyptian mythalogy,

a flerce goddess, could unleash
heer messengers 1o cause plagues
upon populations. Naturally
enaugh, the also recenves
prayers towand off sichness and
diseases. Fill In the blanks,

Visual question:
While Dhanvantri is believed ta be the physiclan of the gods, and the god of
Ayurveda, the Rig Veda assoclated the twins seen inthe picture with medicine,
health, schences, and interestingly, the twilight. what s the name of the pak?

Questlons and Answaers to the August 15
edition of the dally quie: 1. The Bretton Woods
system created two magor institutions: the IMF
and the - Ans: 1BRD
2. The system encouraged countries to depend an
the US dollar as the central reserve currency,
Mame the natlonal cumrency that the dallar
succeeded in this capacity, Ans: Pound sterling
3. French president Gearges Pompldou sent this
warship to Mew York to bring France's gold
holdings at the Federal Reserve Bank back. Ans:
Colbert (aka Suffren)
4, On August 15, 1971, President Richard Nixon
cancelled the ability of the U.5. dallar to be
corverted to gald. The collective name of the
effects of this measure. Ans: Nixon shock
5. Mame the agreement that officially rewrete the
IMF's rules. Ans: Jamalca Accords
Wisual: Hame this English econcmist who
prapeded & supranational curency called
"bancor’ In the early 19405 Ans: John Maynard
]

Early Blrds: Nobady got all the cormect answers

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

I fear the talks
have reached
an impasse

It is a pity he won't be coming
back to live here, The house will
soon fall intoa state of disrepair

S Upendran

“The new chap we've hired leaves home
at 6:45 to be in tme for work, He makes
use of different transportations to get
here. First,.."

“Not transportations. You hive..”

"He takes the train, bus and...”

T understand, but you cannot say
‘transportations’. Transportatbon is an
uncountable noun. The plural is
‘transportation” and not
‘transportations’.”

"1 see, S0, if someone uses a bus, an
auto and a train to get to.."

“Then, you talk about the different
modes of transportation the person uses,
Far example, Jai uses several modes of
transpartation to get to office. What mode
of transportation do you use?”

"My seodoter,”

“In the past, when we went to my
fathver's village, we had to use several
odes of transportation. Incuding a
bullack cart.”

"Those were the days! By the w
i Yol PrORCRRGE f..i. ..

"There e severil wiys of
profouncing the word, One way i§..."

"Whit's the simplest way?”

"The Americans pronoince the 1 in
the fiest syllable lke the ' in hie, ‘bit
and 'kit’, and the ‘@’ in the second, like
the “a' in ‘ant’ and ‘apple’, They
pronounce the word im-PASS with the
stress o the second syllable, Do you
know what impasse means?

"Doesn't it mean dead end?”

"Very good! When you say that your
discussions have reached an impasse,
your're suggesting you have reached a
deadd end, No progress can be made
because the two of you den’t agree on
anything.”

“It's a deadlock. There's no point in
discussing the matter further beeaise no
progress is possible.”

“That's right! [t's a stalemate, Here'’s an
example. The rest of the world was
stunned when the two countries found a
way to end their impasse ™

"IFwe are to overcome this impasse,
we both need to be willing to make
certain concessions.”

"That's a good example.”

" Anyway, what's happening with your
idea of buying an independent house? Are
you making any progress?”

"Nt really! I'm seriously considering
dropping the idea,”

"But why? 1 heard that you saw o
couple of houses, What happened?

"1 saw three, actually! They were all
pretty ald, and in a state of disrepair”

"Disrepair? You mean ‘fepair’, don’t
your? Doses the word 'disrepaie” exist?”

"There's o big difference between
‘repair’ and "disrepair’. When you siy that
the moniment has fallen into disrepair,
what you mean is that the monument is in
bl shiape.”

"The biiilding probably looks shabby
with the paint peeling off, the walls
eruimbling, the roaf leaking, and the,."

"Stof, stop! You get the pictie.”

upendrankyemymail.com

Word of the day

Dovish:
apposed towar

SyNONYM: pacifist
Usage: He prapassd o dovish policy.
Pronunciation: newsthlve/devishpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rdmajs

For feedback and suggestions far
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.ln
with the subject "Test & Contest’
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NEWS IN N\UMBERS

Trains which are going Persons injured in

to get additional Dahi Handi festivities
stoppages across TN, in Mumbai, Thane

Total outflow by
i foreign portfolio
police in protests investors in equities

People evacuated as Demonstrators
Turkish rescuers battle detained by Is

wildfire in Gallipoli

A many as 38 tralns running Two people have died and The fire began in the Thousands of ksraells took In ¥ lakh crore, Forelgn
acrods Tamidl Nadu will have more than 300 have northwestern province part in o nationwide strike on Investors offlaaded
additional steppages from sustabnad bnjurles durlng of Canalckale, and Sunday in suppert of the e Indian equithes worth

the ‘Dahl Handl” festival in Mumbal and

Thane that drew large crowds of peaple,
clvie officials sald on Sunday. OF the 318
persans injured in Mumbal, only 24 have
Been haspltalised, m

natarly 221,000 crore In the flest half of
August, prasiured by US. India tradi
tenslans, lcklustre lirst-quarter corporate
@nrnings, and o weakening upee. m
COMPILEE 1Y THE HINGU BATA TEAN

August LB, Unlon Minkter L Murugan said,
M1 Murugan sabd hie rcitved petitions
demanding that express tralns, superfast
traing and passenger tralns stop st
additional rallway stations in the State,

apread gquickly due to high winds in the
hblls mear the town af Gelibolu, on the
shores of the busy shipping strait, More
than 250 peaphe were evacuated overmnight
as the wildfire raged on. we

farnilies of hostages held in Gaza, calling
on Prima Minister Benjamin Natanyahu ta
reach an agreement with Hamas to end
thie war and release the remalning
captives, warms

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu X X.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

What has been the impact of ethanol blending?

How are petrol vehicle owners reacting to the E20 mandate? How environmentally friendly is Indias dependence on sugarcane for ethanol? How has the LS,

reacted to India’s booming ethanol economy? Why has the adoption of EVs in India been much stower compared to other lange economies?

EXPLAINER

Kunal Shankar
S adharan

The story so far;

20 petrol, which contains 200
ethanol and ks being sold by
Inclan oll refiners, has been

much in the news litely. Inclia
s achieved its trget to blend 20%
ethanol per litre of fuel five years ahead of
thie target under the National Poliey on
Blofuels, Ethanod blesding in India rose
from just L5% in 2014 1o 20% in 2025,
backed by the government's strong fiscal
meentives to the sugarcane industry,
While the government says ethanol
blending achieves a range of goals such as
cutting greenhouse gas emissions,
bolstering Birmers' incomes and reducing
India’s oil import bill, its benefits to the
enviromment require eloser seruting

How are vehicle owners reacting to
this ch

Wehicles sold in India from 2023 come
with E20 stickers, indicating compatibility
with 200 ethanol blended petrol,
Additionally, manufacturers hive
adddressed the concerns of those who own
older vehicles. Hero Motocrop says in its
wiebsite, “The materlal composition such
s rubbers, elastomers and plastic
components that are directly exposed to
fuel also need to be changed to EX0)
compatible materials”

However, according o LoealCleeles,
two in three petrol vehicle owners are
against the E20 mandate, Only 12% of the
36,000 people surveyed across 315
dhistricts are in favour of the switch, Critics
clted a drop in mileage and ncreased
madntenance costs. The survey urged the
Union government to allow consumers to
choose the type of fuel they want.

Whilee the Centre admitted to a
“marginal drop" In engine efficlency, it

FY15. But how envionmenially friendly is

his "can be further
through improved engine maning and use
of E2i-eompatible materials.” Minkster
Hardeep Singh Puri has ealled the
consumer angst a “vilifieatbon paly

Inudin's deg an for
ethancl?

About 6070 tonnes of water is
redjuired to eulthate one onne of

facilitated by “vested , economic
mnterests”, While the Unbon government
attempts to defend its E20 policy, its own
thimk tank, the NIT] Aayog, has urged the
government “to compensate the
consumers for a drop in efficency from
ethanol blended fuels”, by way of "tax
incentives on EI0 and E20 fuel”,
According vo the Minlster, "sinee
201415 Indla has already saved mere than
7140 lakh erore in foreign exchange
through petrol substitution.” But has the
beneht been passed to the end consumer?
An anabysis by The Hincu showed that
Coal Incli Lrd, Ol & Natural Gas.
Corporation (ONGC), Indian Ol
Corporation (10C), Bharat Petrobeum
Corporation (BPCL), and Gas Authority of
India Lid collectively contributed 21,27
lakh crore, or 42,5% of the total T3 likh
crore dividends the Union government
recelved from non-banking Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs) berween 2020-2 and
2024-25, 104 and BPCL together saw a
255% rise in their dividend payouts since
202223 and a 65% decrease in oll prices,
However, the two PSUs only passed on a
2% decrease in petrol prices o the public.

‘What about the lmpact on
agriculture?

Sugarcanebased ethanol supply has
Erown from 40 crore litres in FY I w0
nearly 670 crore lires, derived from
whout 9% of total sugar cutput, in FY24.
The Union government says it has pakd
“over 10,20 lakh crore to firmers” since

% »

g Muny sug rowing
regions in Indin do not recebve the 1,500
1o 3,000 miillimetre rainfall tha is
necessary for the crop's optimal growth.
This leads o groundwater exteaction and
unsustainable lrrigaten methods, A 2023
Central Groundwater Board report says
that sugarcane growing districts in
Maharashtra extract more groundwaiter
than nearby reglons, Distress among
sugnreane growers n that Stae has been
widely reported, Unsustainable
agriculture practices acoelerate land
degradation. The Desertification and
Land Degradation Atlas of India 2021
found that almost 30% of India’s lind is
degraced, The water Intensive natre of
sugarcane and the impact on groand
water reserves ata time of extreme
weather has been absent from the
discussion on ethanol-blended petrol,

The Centre, however, says it is looking
to diversify ethanol supplies. The Food
Corporation of India’s rice allocation for
ethanod jumped o record 5.2 million
metric tonnes, which is about 3.6% of
output, from less than 3,000 wanes
allocated last year. Similarly, in 202425,
over 34% of corn output was diverted for
ethanod production. This diversion forced
Trwalian to ipeart about 9.7 Likh tonnes of
corn during 2024-25 - a sixfold increase
over the previous year's 137 lakh wnnes.

Despite diversification efforts, area
under sugarcane cultivatbon this year is
estimated to be 57,24 lakh hectare against
ST lakh hectare last season, The assured
payment mechanism for sugarcane, the

Maw fual: Farmiirs load freshily harvested sugarcane inta a tractor tralksy during the harvesting season, in

Falr and Remunerative Pricing, ks the key
reason farmers bet on the crop as a
souree of stable income, While this rise is
marginal, an analysis by the OECD-FAD
sy that 22% of Indla's sugarcane will be
used for ethanol production by 2034,
Indin's booming ethanol economy has
also come under the gaze of the U5, The
Trump administratbon ks pushing India o
relix restrictions to is ethanal imports,
The 2025 Natonal Trade Estimate report
noted ndia’s policy as o significant "trade
barrier” Import relaxation could
potentially undermine years of
Imvestment and eapacity bullding in
ethanol production. The Indian Sugar
Mills Association has urged the
government to malntain the restrictions.

Will it afect the transition to EVs?
The Mindstry of Petroleum and Natural
G said the shift to ethanol-blended
petrol "has helped India reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 700 lakh onnes.”
Shifting to EVs, however, will achieve far
higher rates of emisstons redwctions and
speed up transport’s decarbonisation,
which is the third largest carbon emitting
sector globally after energy and industry.
The success of cltbes lke Beljing In cutting
air pollution is mainly due to the rapid
adoption of EVs, OF course, this switch
has to be backed by renewable ene
rather than coal, w ald in deearbenising
iransport.

Adoption of EVs has been much slower
im Inclia when compared to other large
economies like the LS., the European
Usiban and China, Abowt 7.6% of vehicle
salles in 2024 was electrie, Sales of EVs
have to increase by aver 2% in the next
five years 1o reach the government's own

targer of 30% by 2030,

Another challenge to wider EV

I India is its depend, on
Rare Earth Elements (REE), According to
the Ministry of Mines, before China's
export curbs were lmposed, only 2,270
tonnes of REEs and compounds of REEs
were imported in 202324, But this
relatively lower level is crivical for the
industry to sustain the current level of EV
produetion. The production and
processing of many REEs Is
geographically concentrated in China,
making global supply vulnerable w
several risks,

The automotive industry has also
sounded alarm bells about the disruption
in rare earth supply. India's lingest
carmaker Marutl Suzuki reduced its
nearterm production targes for its new
EV, eVitara, attributing it to delays in
recetving rare earth magnets. Other
manufacturers o are bracing themselves
for disruptions.

Crisil Ratings Sendor Director Anuj
Sethi has sald, "The supply squeese
comies fust as the auto sector s preparing
fiar mggressive EV rollouts.” The recent
detente in bilateral relations with China
might help the industry to address the
erisls In the short term. The Unbon
government ks engaged in diplomacy with
Bedjing to address the mre earth supply
crunch, mainly germanium,

Gaolng forward, theee is uncertadnty on
whether the Centre wants io push ahead
with ethanol blending beyond 20:%. While
Minister Purl said the government will
pash for blending beyond 200%, the Union
goverrument in March sadd that there has
been no decislon yet,

Tor ke e, please scan the link to
wattch The Hindu's video explaimer
newsth. lvedethanblending
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A case for judicial introspection

tleast a few from the
ruling dispensation
have asked why the
Opposition is not

formally taking up the electoral
roll issue before the Supreme
Court, However, the reluctance
shown by the major Opposition
parties is quite reasonable and
even justifiable.

The Modi regime promulgated
the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election
Commissioners (Appaintment,
Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act in 2023 with a view to
nullify the Constitution Bench
judgment in Anoap Baramwal v
Unior af fndia (2023), The Act
excluded the Chief Justioe of India
() and inchided a Cabinet
Minister to be nominated by the
Prime Minister in his place, as part
af the Selection Committee for
choosing the Election Commission
of India (ECI). This statute was
legally challenged in several writ
petitions which are yet to be
finally heard. Significantly, the
petitioners also sought a stay of
the enactment. A Bench, led by
Justice Sanjiv Khanna (as he then
was), heard the application for a
stay and rejected it on March 22,
2024, by a detailed order in Dr.
Jaya Thakaer and others v. Union of
India (2024). Had the statute been
stayed, the country could have
had a different umpire for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and the
subsequent Assembly elections. In
all probability, a more
independent ECI could have had
the potential to conduct the
elections more fairly and
impartially. That this did not
happen shows the Supreme
Court's failure to act at a time
when it was supposed to.

The present type of ECI

In Anoop Baranwal, the
Constitution Bench analysed
Artiche 324 of the Constitution
dealing with the appointment of
Election Commissioners. It spoke
af the need to take the
appointment “out of the exclusive
‘hands of the executive™ It said
that "a pliable ECI, an unfair and
hizsed overseer of the

Kaleeswaram Raj

Lawiyer t the
Suprerne Court of
Inclia, wha also
appeared in the
Anaap Baranwal case

The only way to
TESCLE DUr
democracy
would be o
restore the
position laid
down in the
Taaranwal
verdict and o
nullify the 2023
enactment.

foundational exercise of adult
franchise, which lies at the heart
of democracy, whe obliges the
powers that be, perhaps offers the
stirest gateway to acquisition and
retention of power”. The Court
‘way assertive when it said that
“the outpeouring of demands for
an impartial mode of appointment
of the members require, at the
least, the banishing of the
impression that the ECI is
appointed by less than fair
means”. This shows the rationale
behind prescribing the CJ1 as a
member of the Selection
Committee for the ECL

Yet, a few months later, the
Centre ensured that only "persons
under the thumb of the
executive”, as feared by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, dominate the Selection
Committee. When this was shown
to the Supreme Court, it took a
wery conservative and dangerous
stand, saying it won't interfere
with a statute for it carries a
“presumption of validity”. This is
hawr the present type of EClLwas
allowed to function.

At a time when majoritarianism
often rests on electoral frauds,
courts acrnss the world face newer
challenges, both jurispridential
and political. In a paper titled
‘Abusive Judicial Review: Courts
Against Democracy” (20200, David
Landau and Rosalind Dixon have
conducted an extensive global
survey on the topic. According to
them, “courts have upheld and
thus legitimated regime actions
that helped actors consolidate
power, undermine the Opposition,
and tilt the electoral playing field
heavily in their favour™. They
explain that sometimes “(the)
dever authoritarians often do
their manipulation well before
elections have actually been held,
by consolidating power, stacking
key institutions such as courts and
electoral commissions, and
harassing Opposition parties and
leaders”. The paper says courts in
countries such as Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Bolivia aided and
facilitated electoral frauds which
ensured continuation of
attocracies. On the other hand,
there are fow instances where the

courts could prevent electoral
manipulation and the consequent
subwversion of democracy. The

The journey to Singapore is just a start

Naidu has to repair the State’s economic narrative and his own political legacy

| ATE OF PLAY I

in Bar plifies
such judicial vigilance.

Fourth branch instituti

G.V.H. Subba Ran
subburan gavaravarapu cain

Article 324 failed to prescribe a
body free from the ruling
executive for installing the ECL
Maotern Constitutions have
reorganised the need to evolve
fourth Branch institutions (in
addition to the executive, the
legislature, and the judiciary)
which are autonomaous and
independent of the ruling
dispensation. The Constitution of
South Africa envisages a cluster of
state institutions for "supparting
constitutional democracy™. The
Chapter Nine institutions, as they
are called, include the Electoral
Commission of South Africa. The
silence of the Indian Constitution
prompted the Court in Baramaal
to prescribe a fairer body for
choosing the ECL It was an
instance of imaginative
interpretation of the relevant
constitutional provision. However,
Parliament failed the Court and
the people when it enacted the
2023 Act. The Court's refusal to
stay the enactment practically
nullified its own hard labour and
intelligence in redefining the ECI
as an independent fourth branch
estabilishment.

In India, electoral
manipulation, as alleged by the
Oppasition, would call fora
deeper and comprehensive
analysis by a fair agency. The
Court, on its ewn, will not be able
to carry out this exercise. The only
way to rescue our democracy
would be to restore the position
laid down in the Baramwal verdict
and to nullify the 2023 enactment.
A Selection Committee with the
O in it will have to induct another
EC1 by way of a fresh selection
process. Such an BCTwill have to
act as a Truth Commission to
investigate the alleged instances of
electoral scam. The courtesy
expected from the present
dispensation would be to facilitate
such a course by removing the
present ECL

ndhra Pradesh Chief
A Minister N. Chandra-

babu Naidu's visit to
Singapore from July 26 to 30
was a strategic exercise in eco-
nomic diplomacy - an effort
tor reaffirm his government’s
commitment to building a glo-
bally competitive investment
climate while quietly distanc-
ing the state from the s
of policy volatility that marked
the previous YSRCP regime.

Mr. Naidu's foreign bet-
ween 2014 and 2019 and now
in 2025 are stories of con-
trasts. Between 2004 and 2019,
in his first term as Chief Minis-
ter of a State that had been
newly bifurcated, Mr. Naidu
wanted to create a capital, at-
tract foreign investment, and
market Andhra Pradesh as an
innovation-led region. Amara-
wvati was the centrepiece of this
wision, and Singapore played a
starring role through consul-
tancy company Surbana Ju-
rong's master plan.

His Arstround global en-
gagements were aspirational.
They focused on building
brand Andhra, learning best
practices in governance, agri-
culture, and infrastructure,
and positioning the State as
the *Sunrise Andhra Pradesh’.
The results were mixed: he se-
cured significant goodwill and
several MoUs, but political
headwinds and fiscal con-
straints meant that not all
plans matured into reality.

In 2025, the circumstances
could not be more different.
Returning to power after de-
ﬁ:atmg the \'SRCI‘. Mr. Naidu
b i

Andhra
Pradesh

rhetoric has  shifted  from
building something entirely
new to repairing and restoring
what was lost. The narrative
now is ‘Reset and Rebuild
Andhra Pradesh’,

One of the most notable
shifts in Mr. Naidu's 2025 pitch
is its peographic focus. The
spotlight has moved from Am-
aravati to  Visakhapatnam,
now framed as the State's eco-
nomic nucleus. Amaravati —
once his crowning vision —
was derailed, mocked, and
abandoned under the pre-
vious regime. By contrast, Vi-
sakhapatnam offers a com-
pelling narrative: o coastal city
with thriving port infrastruc-
ture, tech parks, and emerg-
ing data clusters, wellposi-
tioned as the ‘Gateway to
Southeast Asia’.

Singapore investors were
told of opportunities in green
hydrogen, quantum comput-
ing, and digital infrastructure.
Mr. Naidu's meetings high-
lighted Google's interest in es-
tablishing a data centre, along-
side mew housing projects
with Surbana Jurong and an
Eversendai facility. These sig-
nals were meant to show that
Andhra Pradesh is back on the
map for cutting-edge sectors.

Yet the conversations in
Singapore  were  inevitably
shaped by the past.
YSRCP government’s abrupt

1 a State grappling
with damaged investor confi-
dence, policy reversals, and
economic  slowdown. This
time, his travels have the ur-
pgency of a rescue mission. The

withdrawal key Singa-
pore-linked projects remains
fresh in institutional memory.

From 2019 to 2024, several
high-profile MoUs and joint
ventures with Singaporean en-

tities were unilaterally can-
celled or left to wither. This
had a chilling effect, not just in
Singapore but in global busi-
ness circles that had been
watching Andhra Pradeshs
trajectory. While no official in
Singapore publicly criticised
the previous administration
during Mr. Naidu’ , the
message during privabe con-
versations was reportedly that
they would "revert after mak-
ing an internal assessment™.

The Telugu diaspora's em-
brace of Naidu was unambigu-
ous. Over 2,500 NRIs gathered
to greet him. But in boar-
drooms, investors wanted to
see sustained stability and ear-
Iy wins before making major
commitments.

Mr. Naidu knows the criti-
cism from his first term — that
tow many MoUs failed to mate-
rialise — still hangs over him.
This time, he cannot afford a
repeat. For Naidu 2.0 to suc-
ceed, agreements must tran-
slate into jobs, nfrastructure,
and visible economic growth.

1f the Singapore trip yields
tangible results within the
next year and a half, Mr. Naidu
will not only consolidate his
paosition at home but also set a
precedent for how Indian
chief ministers can leverage
foreign engagements to drive
State-level economic diploma-
cy. If not, critics will portray it
a5 4N expensive exercise in pu-
blic relations, echoing the op-
position  YSRCPs  current
claims that the visit was more
show than substance.

The stakes in 2025 are high-
er than in 2004, Back then, Mr.
Maidu had the houry of time
and the novelty of leading a
new State. Today, he faces a
compressed political calendar
and the burden of repairing
bath the state’s economic nar-
rative and his own political le-
gacy. Ultimately, the Singa-
pore visit is less a victory lap
than the opening move in a
long, complex game. +

India’s patent landscape: universities as changemalkers

The country is steadily moving from being merely a consumer of global technolog

DATA POINT

Twincle Halder

or ‘Make in India' to suc-
F ceed, India must "first dis-
cover, then invent, an
then make” said David Gross,
American  theoretical  physicist
and co-recipient of the 2004 Nobel
Prize in Physics, at the inaugural
Quanturn India Bengaluru Surmmit
2005, Investment in research and
development  (R&D) and  the
strengthening of innevation capa-
bilities are particularly relevant, gi-
ven the growing uncertainty in
global trade and financial flows,
How is India faring on the inno-
vation front? Are we moving to-
wards producing technology of
our own? Statistics from the Office
of the Controller General of Pa-
tents, Designs, and Trade Marlks
are telling. In the early 20005,
countries such as China, the US.,
Japan, Germany, and South Korea
dominated global filings, with In-
dian institutions accounting for
less than 20% of the patents filed
domestically, That picture has
shifted dramatically (Chart 1). For
the first time in 2023, Indian-origin
filings surpassed those from any
single foreign country. Indian ap-
plicants accounted for 57% of all
patent filings - a milestone mark-
ing India's growing role in the glo-
bal intellectual property ecosys.
tern. Even among gramted patents,
India®s share has been rising, over-
taking the U.S. as the second-lar-
gest recipient in 2021
This transformation did not
happen overnight. India is steadily
moving from being merely a con:
sumer of global technology to be-
coming its creator. This shift re-
flects the government’s sustained
efforts to build an innovation-
friendly emvironment and support
local inventors through initiatives
such as the National Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) Policy and
the Atal Innovation Mission, which
o

/ to becomi

its creator
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have encouraged startups, stu-
dents, and researchers to think big
and protect their ideas. Amend-
ments to patent rules have intro-
duced reforms such as expedited
examinations for specific groups,
simplified timelines, reduced ap-
plication fees by 80% for educa-
tional institutions, MSMEs, and
startups, and full digitalisation of
filing and communication. With
continued imvestment in faster,
more efficient patent systems,
stronger inventor support, and
better linkage between patents
and commercial value, India’s in-
nevation story could strengthen
even further over the next two
decades.

Historically, mechanical and
chemical engineering dominated
the patent landscape. By contrast,
filings in computer science rose
fromm just 1.27% in 2000 to 26.5% in
2023, while electrical engineering
grew from B.27% to 16.41%. Phys:
icsrelated patents increased from
2% to 4%, and biomedical patents
jumped from (L% to 10% over the
same period.

Mearly BO% of patents filed in
the past two years are still “await-
ing decision,” reflecting both rising
volumes and bureaucratic and le-
gal complexities, Nonetheless,
processing times have improved.
In the early 20005, patent grants
could take 810 years; by the late
20005 and early 20205, many were
approved within 2.3 years, with
some granted in the same year of
filing (Chart 2). This acceleration
reflects the maturing of India's in-
tellectual property infrastructure
and its alignment with the govern:
ment's innovation push,

Even the face of patent flers in
India is changing. In 2000, about
43% of Indian patents were filed by
companies, But by 2023, this share
fiell to under I7% (Chart 3). Mean-
while, the share of filings from in-
dividuals jumped from under 10%
in 2000 to around 32% by 2023,
Government bodies and hospitals
remained  minor  contributors.
Educational institutions also in-

creased their share steadily, reach:
ing nearly 43% in recent years,

Government  initiatives  have
helped drive this change. For ex-
ample, KAPILA (Kalam Program
for 1P Literacy and Awareness),
launched in 2020, promotes 1P
awareness in higher education in-
stitutions. The Atal Innovation
Mission, launched in 2006 by NITI
Aayog, fosters  problem-sobving
skills and entrepreneurship within
universities and research centres.
Awards for outstanding patents by
government and industry bodies
further incentivise innovation.

Universities have also taken the
lead by establishing dedicated 1P
cells and legal support units to as
sist faculty, researchers, and stu-
dents with patent filing, technolo-
gy transfer, and IP monetisation.
For instance, IIT Madras doubled
its patents granted from 156 in
2022 to 300 in 2023, while 0T
Bombay led nationally in 202324
with 421 patents granted.

With government and universi-
ties creating an enabling environ:
ment, sustained increases in re-
search funding are essential to
maintain - momentum,  Founda-
tional and technology-driven re-
search often starts in university
labs or early-stage startups — long
before patenting. India's R&D ex-
penditure currently stands at just
0.67% of GDP, far below the U5,
(3.5%) and China (2.5%). Raising
this to around 2% of GDP is critical
if Innclia is to become a global know-
ledge leader. This investment is
even more urgent in today's uncer-
tadn global trade and financial en-
vironment, as India must strive for
self-sufficiency in both consumer
and advanced technologies.

Finally, it is important to ack:
nowledge the relentless efforts of
professors and researchers, often
working with limited resources, to
expand the boundaries of know-
ledge. Strengthening their work

is not just
a stra-
tegic investment in [ndu (]

long:
term growth and global standing.

Changing patent landscape
Tha data for the charts were sourced fram th Office of the Cantroller Genaral
of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks
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Chart 1: Country-wise share of patent filings (left axis, in %) and the tatal
number of flings aver tima [Aght asis)
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Boom days no more for
Dubai gold dealers

Drubai, Aug. 17: This litthe Sheikhdoms
‘ once-active gold smugg

times, victims of high international prices and
an Indian crackdown.

Dubai alone imported a good chunk of the
non-communist world's gold production of 258
tonnes in 1970, Five years later imports have

to only five tonnes.

In the boom days, most of the gold was
minted in Landon and Zurich into small bars,
airfreighted to Dubai and loaded in Arabian
dhows of timeless design.

The dhows sailed through the Arabian Sea to
slip the precious metal into India and Pakistan
for sale to black-market dealers. But those days
are gone, at least for the time being.

“There are really three reasons why the gold
has dwindled almost to nil here,” said a banker
formerly engaged in the trade. *There has been
pressure from India, the fluctuations in the
world gold price | have put the risk upam:l the

lers have run into rough

0
000 2003 2006 009 012 2015 018 2021 2023

Ehart 2: Auaraga tima taken to grant pstants In India since 2000 (In numbar of years) | explain

were five years

w015

2000

2020

Chart 3: Share of patents filed based on fillng entity type (n %)
M Companles ™ Educational nstitutes B8 Individuals ™ Others

i

outlets for speculative imestment.”

A Pakistani took time off from his new job of
dealing in steel bars, portland cement and gold
in Dubai's stock and commodity exchange to
= “The financial risks in smuggling gold to
India are now three times greater than they

ago.”

A Dubai-based smuggler could make an
average 10 per cent net profit on each trip.
Making several trips a moath, he could soon
double his stake. While the price of gold on the
Indian black market has gone up, it has not kept
pace with the world price.

l The dhows now carry expensive watches and
luxury fabrics. But this trade too has suffered a
recession, with ringleaders in the smuggling

being rounded up. "You can't totally
stop it,” said an Indian diplomat bere. "It has
alweays gone on and it will always go on”
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 1B, 1925
The “Arabian nights”

Berlin, Aug. 17: It is reported from Leningrad
that the reorganisation of the State Library there
has resulted in the unearthing of an ancient
Persian manuscript which orientalists of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences declare is the first
manuscript original version of the Thousand
and One Nights, about 1,800 years old.
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Roll recall

me Court’s intervention

The Suj
ights the ECI's procedural failures
l nwhat must be seen as a rap on the knuckles

of the Election Commission of India (ECI),
the Supreme Court of India ordered it to pu-
blish the names of 65 lakh voters excluded from
Bihar's draft electoral roll, and the reasons, fol-
lowing the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exer-
cise, That it required the Court to compel the ECI
o follow the basic principles of natural justice for
these voters underscores the pressing lacunae in
the institution’s conduct of the SIR and the pre-
sumptuous and hasty manner of its implements-
tion. There has been no consolidated list of the
excluded electors whose names, the ECI claims,
have been removed because they have died, or
are untraceable or have fake/duplicate entries.
Nov reasons have been provided against each
name. Data analysed I'Jy The Hindu and gmund
reports have |
much higher number of women (close to 32 la.k.h}
than men (close to 25 lakh) have been excluded
despite more men having migrated, and recent
death rates having been slightly higher amaong
men too. Reports indicate that several woters
have been wrongly identified as dead or had not
been enumerated despite having valid voter 1Ds
and proof of residence across areas. The Court’s
intervention now provides a meaningful way —
the ECI deadlineg of September 1 to complete the
filing of claims and ohjections is near — for such
voters to address their anomalous situations,
The Court will continue to hear the case on the
SIR which has other problematic elements to it.
The constitutionality of the exercise itself, con-
ducted after the ECl's own summary revision in
January, remains to be adjudicated. Also, the ECI
still insises that enumerated voters in the draft roll
are vetted by Election Registration Officers based
on the availability of one of 11 indicative docu-
ments, which do not include the more universal-
Iy available Aadhaar or ration cards. With the
Court ordering the ECI to allow excluded citizens
o file ohjections with their Aadhaar card and
having nudged it to sccept this document in two
previous hearings, the ECHmust now include the
Aadhaar card as an identity document also. The
Court's order also shines a light on the ECI's use
of non-transparent means to conduct the SIR; it
has made it onerous for civil society to parse the
electoral rolls and it continues to use that ploy
even now by refusing to put up the full list of
those excluded and the reasons inone place. Un-
iversal adult franchise has been a cornerstone of
India’s democracy since Independence. The up-
coming hearings in the case and the ECI's actions
in rectifying its robe in Bihar's SIR process will go
a long way in assuaging serious concerns about
the voter enrolment process in the country today,

New start
Ukraine’s security concerns must be
addressed for lasting peace
he much-anticipated summit berween
U5, President Donald Trump and his
Russian counterpart Viadimir Putin in
Anchorage, Alaska, did not yield a breakthrough
on the Ukraine war but appeared to narrow the
gaps between their positions on how o end the
conflict. While Ukraine was the most contentious
issue on the agenda, the summit was significant
fior several reasons. Relations between the
world’s two largest nuclear powers have been de-
fined by hostility and mutual distrust. A stable,
predictable relationship and the prospect of a
new arms control pact — hinted at by Mr. Putin —
are critical not just for stability in Eastern Europe
but also for broader global stability. Yet, rebuild-
ing Russo-American ties is nconceivable without
peace in Ukraine. All sides in the Ukraine war pu-
blicly claim that they are committed to peace, but
they differ sharply on how o achieve it, Ukraine
and its European partners have called for an im-
mediate ceasefire, a demand reiterated by Mr.
Trump before meeting Mr. Putin, Russia has re-
sisted calls for a ceasefire, insisting instead on a
comprehensive peace agreement that addresses
what Mr. Putin calls the conflict’s “root causes™,
Mr. Trump appeared to endorse the Russian line
when he said “the best way to end the horrific
war” is to go directly to a peace agreement.
While the downside of the summit was its fai-
lure to deliver a breakthrough, the positive side is
that it opened a diplomatic path that could lead
o contlict resolution. Mr. Trump, who claimed
that e and Mr. Putin agreed on “many points”,
spoke with European, NATO and Ulkrainian bead-
ers after the meeting, Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy is expected to visit the White
House on Monday to discuss Mr. Putin’s propo:
sal. Mr. Trump also suggested that it is now “up to
Zelenskyy" to strike a deal with Russia, "a very
big power". Russia has consistently made three
core demands to end the war — recognition for
the Ukrainian terrn:unﬁ 1( has annexed and Uk-
raine’s “ and ilitarisation". Post-
summit reports suggest that Mr. Putin is open to
freezing the war along the frontlines in the south
(Zaporizhzhia and Kherson) provided Russia re-
tains full control of Donbas (Donetsk and Lu-
hansk). A settlement could also involve Russian
withdrawal in the northeast (Kharkiv). Ukraine
has 5o far said that it would not concede Lind for
peace. The challenge before Mr., Trump is to sus-
tain the talks aimed at narrowing the differences
further to reach a workable compromise. While it
makes perfect sense to end the war on practical
terms, Mr. Trump should not impose an agree-
ment on Kyiv. Peace would prevail in Eastern Eu-
rope only if Ukraine's security concerns are ad-
dressed and it is provided with credible
assurances that Russia would not invade it again,
e

A conservation manual, drafted by the ordinary citizen

n his Independence Day addresses
delivered from the Red Fort, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been
exhorting fellow citizens to preserve the
memary of those who overthrew colonial rule.
Even as his reminders have been timely, his
tactics — enumerating a few freedom fighters'
names and including some of their words in his
speeches — are as well wom as the Archaeological
Survey of India’s (ASD approach to conserving the
nation's built heritage. With a few exceptions, the
ASI has largely been content with selecting
monuments, solating them, repairing them and
occasionally polishing them. Given the enormity
and complexity of India’s past and the risk of
Iargesen:lrms ul‘ll fading from our collective

thoughtful and holistic approach to the
conservation of ASI monuments.

Acknowledging that the current frameworks
informing conservation are the result of certain
historical circumstances is important. Driven by a
conviction that edifices, if properly analysed, can
unlock histories of communities and thus allow
for governing them maore effectively, colonial
officers located and catalogued pillars, rock-cut
caves, stupas, temples, mosques, citadels, water
reservoirs, and other edifices, promulgated
historical preservation laws, and prescribed
procedures for maintaining their structural
integrity. John Marshall's Conservation Manual
(1923) advocated extensive repair of ancient
monuments and reshaping their immediate
surroundings into gardens.

Marshall’s handbook continues o inflect the
preservation of about 3,600 AS] sites, along with
new laws, amendments, and provisions of
international agreements. Notwithstanding these
efforts, field surveys, sudit reports, and court
rulings establish that many protected monuments
are falling apart. Recommendations of a
conservation policy emunciated in 2014 are being
irmregularly followed. Not surprisingly, the
government has begun to invite corporations to
adopt monuments,

A road map for conserving monuments
Studying the writings of modern India builders is
‘ome way to begin articulating a new approach o
conserving monuments, Consider lessons
provided by Sarvodaya, Mahatma Gandhi's
transcreation of a collection of essays by John
Ruskin, a Victorian art critic. His rendering
accentuated the art critic's advecacy of improving
the social Dundltlun nfaJI individuals irrespective
of their backg; d the imp e
of all vocations, and endorsed his admiration of
craftspersons and their labour, even as it
critiqued Ruskin’s valorisation of Britain’s
imperial ambitions. Might the lessons that Gandhi
leamned and promoted inspire the ASI's new
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conservation manual to propose the foll

when an edifice is conserved not only is its
structural fabric to be tended, but the lives of all
those whio live around it and visit it ane o be
improved; and interpretive materials at an edifice
should enable visitors to appreciate its builders
sophistication, inventiveness, and resilience.

Conservation is a shared concern of
mnmmpurdry pﬁcmmners af dweme d.lmphm-_i

health-care p
wildlife biologists, mycologists, and LCONOMistS,
By convening dialogues among and between
these experts at variows venues, listening to how
they comprehend terms swch as repair,
preservation, and restoration and observing how
audiences respond to them, the ASI can identify
more principles of their new conservation
manual.

Transkators today are attentive to the style and
mood that the authors of source texts have sought
to nurture and are grasping how sentences are
formed and meanings generated in unalike
languages. They are recognising that
connotations change over time. Thus, their
outputs are intricate works in dial npcal
relationships with assorted pasts, and not
obsequious reproductions of texts initially written
in other languages. Can such viewpoints inspire
the ASI conservation manual to recommend that
archaeologists acknowledge their distance
between the deep past and contemporary
moment and make their physical interventions of
a menument’s fabric clearer for visitors to

arc pay more iom to linkages
between monuments and water bodies, felds,
deserts, forests and settlements around them and
deliberate whether certain boundary walls may
be dismantbed.

Mycobogists have found that fungi are far from
unsettling sights. Fungi are powerful agents that
break down organic matter, form mutually
beneficial relationships with plants including
helping them access nutrients, cause diseases in
humans but also provide medicines, and help
produce food. Such discernments can stimulate
the ASI's manual to encourage the conservation
of thousands of small, half-forgotten ancient
monuments sirewn across the country. Old city
walls, cisterns, cenotaphs and dovecotes can
have multiple benefits for communities living
around them including securing neighbourhoods,
recharging ground water aquifers, bringing
visitors who might boost bocal economies,
providing habitats and creating public spaces.

Finally, contemporary economists' findings
may also be generative. They have shown that
vitlue is produced by how things work and not
just by their appearance. Following this dictum,
the conservation manual may propose that it is
more important for archaeologists to restore &
harveli’s natural ventilation systems than to
regularly repaint its fagade, Emphasising a
particular resource's scarcity is another way in
which value is created. Thus, further research
should be undertaken to advance our knowledge
nfwhal makes AS] monuments sites of national

discern? Contemporary translators sophisticated
thinking of a particular linguage aptness to
render anew a certain text may also be used o
inform a clause in the new manual: that periodic
reviews be undertaken of the aptness of
preservation materials to ensure that they do not
harm historical fabrics.

Varied perspectives are important
Humans preserve themselves by saving
memories, Listening to divergent perspectives
allows memories to be exercised and sustains
their propagation. Such insights should inspire
the ASIto study how visitors are using protected
menuments today and craft conservation
principles thereafter. One way to do so would be
to offer visitors opportunities to participate in
open-ended conversations about their

riences.

Wildlife biologists are also thinking about
protection. They reason that supporting a range
of interactions occurring among and between
sundry biotic and abiotic elements in an
ecosystem and exchanges between networks are
maore efficacious strategies for restoring waning
populations than saf ling individual
animals, Following this line of reasoning, might
the ASI conservation manual recommend that

1ce. The new knowledge be used to
justify larger budgets for their protection. The
economic concept of creative destruction as an
impetus for growth may also be utilised, For
example, it can guide the transformation of old
temples submerged in the reservoirs of karge
dams into laboratories for developing and testing
technologies to document underwater sites and
forge innovative dlllances between historians,
geologists and marine

The citizen's role
In & country as diverse as ours, conservation's
meaning and value are always going to be
positional and contested. Thus, all of us as
ordinary citizens can help shape a new
conservation manual by becoming more aware of
our own locations and actions. We can also assist
by further educating curselves. Learning to read
of the stones that monuments are
hul]l af, will albow us o listen to stories they tell
and amplify largely silenced voices, We will also
be able to glean builders” biases and use
Monuments as mirors to confront our
prejudices. Ultimately acquiring such literacy will
empower us to discover India as a monument
without walls and preserve ourselves as we shape
a new future,

In Namibia, India shows a new way to engage Africa

in July this year, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi quoted a Namibian poet, imvoked the
symbolism of the Welwitschia mirabilis plant (the
national plant) and the Springbok, and sprinkled
his remarks with phrases in Oshiwambo, earning
laughter and applause,

The pesture suggested a deliberate effort o
engage with culturally meaningful terms,
reflecting a maore grounded approach to
partnership-building. Itis a sharp contrast to
western engagement, which continues to be
shaped by conditional aid, travel bans, and
episodic withdrawals such as the recent USAID
cuthack, and is increasingly tied to migration
deterrence, with assistance hinging on
controlling outward migrant flows.

l n his address to Namibia’s National Assembly

The steps being pursued

India is pursuing a quieter, adaptive approach,
favouring alignment over instruction and forming
issue-based coalitions. Underlying this appears to
be a deliberate three-step logic: evoking shared
Insmrmalsultdd.rmeh Er‘!;a;dgmgm pu'esent day

O al

long-term, fulure-rmented ties. This ulfers
hsﬁﬁmintn what more thoughtiul, durable
partnerships with African states might look like.
The first step anchors diplomacy in a shared
anti-colonial heritage, drawing on historical
memory not as nostalgia, but as a legitimate force
of solidarity. There are gentle but meaningful
reminders: that New Delhi hosted the South West
Africa People’s Organization’s first-ever
diplomatic office during Namibia's liberation
struggle; that Lieutenant General Diwan Prem
Chand, an Indian officer, commanded the United
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billion development partnership across Africa,
More significant are India’s targeted investments
in capacity-building, including the India-Namibia
Centre of Excellence in IT at the Namibia
University of Science and Technology, and the
‘India Wing' at the University of Namibia's
Ongwediva campus, funded by a $12 million
grant. These efforts leverage India’s strengths in
IT and respond to Namibia's youthful population
and digital readiness.

Third, and closely linked, India is laying out a
road map for the future by pivoting toward
knowledge-based cooperation. Namibia's recent
adoption of India’s Unified Payments Interface
(UPT), the first country in Africa to implement
this, signals a guiet revolution in tech diplomacy.
1f this succeeds, it will offer a model for
transferring not just digital tools but also
regulatory frameworks, institutional design, and
user-centric tech architectures that India has
stress-tested at scale.

Advantage Namibia

Crucial to this approach is the choice of partner.
Namibia's political stability, rich mineral
resources and growing technological base offer a
strong foundation for India's engagement,
grounded in shared histories and aligned futures.
President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah's call o
reform global economic and financial systems for
faimess and resilience echoes India’s own vision
for inclusive, equitable governance. More than a
bilateral partner, Namibia is a key collaborator in
the Global South’s broader effort to reshape
international rules in line with their collective
aspirations, agency, and demand for a more just
world order.

outcomes were modest: two memoranda of
understanding on entrepreneurship and health,
and Namibin's accession to the Global Biofuels
Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These are valuable steps but fall
short of the scale the moment, and the bilateral
potential, clearly calls for.

Notably absent was any major agreement on
MNamibia's critical mineral reserves. As a leading
uranium producer, Namibia is a natural partner
for countries such as India seeking resilient
low-carbon supply chains. The visit offered a
clear opportunity to outline a strategic
framework, including resource access, local
workforce development, or investment in value
addition. Though the isswe was acknowledged,
discussions ultimately failed to produce concrete
ULCOmes.

Regardless, India’s approach, while not
without its gaps, stands out not just for what it
offers but also how it engages. India's quiet
recalibration emphasmes trusst bul]l th.mugh
inclusive di ack and
letting African priorities shape the agenda.

The upcoming India-Africa Forum Summit,
anticipated in the near term, could serve as a vital
platform to formalise and solidify these
diplomatic efforts through institutional
cooperation. It presents an opportunity for India
o build on recent momentum and demonstrate
that its commitment to partnership and mutual
respect is backed by enduring political resobve.
Delivering on this vision, however, will reguire
maore than symbolism. [t will entail confronting
structural and operational shortcomings at home

Natioms peacekeeping forces during Namibia's New Delhi is While India and Namibia share a compelling and ensuring that India’s strategic ambitions are

delicate transition to independence. These quietly wvision for partmership, consistent follow-through matched by sustained investment and

references are not incidental. They create a sense reshaping its remains a challenge. India’s developmental institutional coherence. Ultimately, India®s

of long-haul engagement, contrasting with the Alfirica ambitions are often criticised for uneven credibility as a Global South partner will rest not

episodic presence of many other powers. i implementation, and its engagement with Africa only on what it commits to but also on how
Second is to highlight the depth and the Lw“‘_mmm‘ has seen long lapses, evident in the recent visit to | consistently and collaboratively it follows

breadth of current cooperation. New Delhi's with smart and Namibia by an Indian head of government, the through.

bilateral trade with Windhoek is $800 million, Issue-hased first in nearly three decades.

muodest but growing, and supported by a $12 partnerships Thiough symbalically important, the visits The views expressed ane personal
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L% President Donald sovereignty and security. balance, not capitulation. can deliver more than Perhaps the governmant accusing finger against the

Trump's summit with
Russian President Wadimir
Putin in Alaska has only
highlighted the danger of
treating diplomacy like a
property deal. Mr, Trump's
advice to Ukraine — “make
a deal, Russia is wery big
and they're not™ —

neot issue threats or

Peace is built painstakingly,
with credibility, trust, and
sustained negotiation.

A mediator must inspire
confidence in both parties,

headlines. He must presant
multiple frameworks — Plan
A, B, and C — sorthat

Mr. Trump leans an bluster
and boasts, His oft-repeated
claim that he "stopped the
India-Pakistan war" was
flatly questioned in India, If
such exaggerations define
his approach, wiy should
Ukrainians or Europeans
trust him with their future?

theatrics, his "deal-making”
will remain posturing, not
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e -

showld also care to explain
the phenomenan of only

State governments. Almost
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BIG SHOT

Biodiversity everywhere is ordered
by a common ‘hidden’ pattern

A new study has found that biodiversity is organised like an onion: with dense, unique biodiversity at the centre and grading outward towards porous, mixed margins; these

findings could reveal insights into the basic forces that 2

Hirra Azma

Vasudevan Mukunth

or almost two centuries,

biologists have divided the earth

into large biogeographical

regions. Each region hosts a
unigue mix of species shaped by its own
history, climate, and barriers, such as
oceans and mountains. Because those
histories differ, many scentists assumed
the inner Liyout of species inside every
region would be idiosyneratic - that
South America's biodiversity, for
example, would organise itself in a very
different way from Africa's,

At the same time, global rules clearly
exist. Tropical zones almost everywhere
teem with life while polar zones host far
fewer species. The authors of a new study
wondered: could there also be a universal
rule inside each biogeographical region,
one that transcended continents, oceans,
and even entire branches of the tree of
life?

Answering that question could reveal
the basic forces that assemble nature's
living mosaics and show conservationists
where protection could deliver the biggest
payoff.

Pecling the onion

A new study, authored by scientists in
Spain, Sweden, and the UK, reported just
sich a pattern in the July edition of Nature
Ecology & Evolution.

According to University of Kashmir
Department of Botany assistant professor
Irfan Rashid, the study provides a rare,
large-scale, data-backed confirmation of a
general rule in biogeography.

In search of a hidden rule, the
researchers cast an exceptionally wide
net. They studied more than 30,000
species, including birds, mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, rays, dragonilies,
and trees. Information about the species’
ranges came from global databases such
as the IUCN Red List, BirdLife
International, and US Forest inventories,
The team also tiled the earth's surface
into thousands of cells of equal area -
each about 111 sq. km for most land
animals, for example - and recorded all
the species living there.

Then the researchers used a network
analysis tood called Infomap to group
those cells together whose species
frequently co-occurred. Each cluster thus
became a biogeographical region, and the
species most tied to that region were
tagged as characteristic, Le. as belonging
o its core community, Species that spilled
over from neighbouring regions were
called non-characteristic.

Finally, they took snapshots of four
types of diversity in every cell: species

richness (how many characteristic species
live here), biota overlap (what fraction of
species are non-chracteristicy; ocoupancy
(how widely do characteristic species
range); and endemicity thow much of
each characteristic species’ range is
confined to that region alone).

With these four numbers in hand, the
researchers ran a clustering algorithm on
all the cells, If biodiversity organised itself
differently among different kinds of
organisms, cells from birds would duster
apart from cells from mammals, and so
on. If a common rule existed, however,
the algorithm would lump cells from
many different taxa together,

This is how the researchers were
eventually able to split the world into
seven repeating biogeographical sectors,
More importantly, they found that the
sectars appear again and again inside
every major region and for every
taxonomic group, lining up ina
remarkably orderly pattern.

The core hotspots were highly rich,
highly endemic, and had almaost no
foreign species. The next inner lyers
were still species-rich but had slightly
more endemic species and slightly more
widespread species. The middle layers
had no richness and also had some
non-characteristic species, Finally, the
transition sones were species-poor and
packed with wide-ranging generalists
from multiple regions,

That is, biodiversity everywhere was
ke an onion: with dense,
unigue biodiversity at the centre and
grading outward towards porous, mixed
margins.

The researchers also found that in 98%
of region--taxon combinations,
temperature plus rainfall models could

n newly un:wened cone rule twurns the earth’s messy quiltaf spe(uevs ranges
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The study provides a strong hasls for
understanding broad ecological
trends

AMITCHAWLA

PRINCEPAL SCIENTIST AT THE CSIR INSTTTUTE OF

HIMALAY AN BIORESOURCE TECHROLOGY (HET),
PALAMPUR

predict which sector a cell belonged o
This implied that only species that could
tolerate the local conditions could survive
in a given layer.

Further, the species that inhabited the
outer layers were also usually subsets, not
replacements, of inner layer species. That
is, moving outward from the core, there
were fewer specialist species rather than
entirely different specialised species.

“The study provides a strong basis for
understanding broad ecological trends,”
Amit Chawla, Principal Scientist at the
CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology (THET) in Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh, said. “It shows how
hbiodiversity tends to spread outward from
regional hotspots, and how
environmental filters like elevation or
climate allow some species to move while
blocking others.”

Geographical gaps

In a time of dimate uncertainty,
understanding how species are spread
can help make smarter decisions about
what to protect and where. In the Indian
Himalayas, for example, this could mean
leoking beyond traditional protected
areas and focusing on key habitats,
altitudinal wones, and natural corridors.

0 something arganised in layers. oo co sy

"We need to look st how changes in
rainfall or temperature are affecting
hiodiversity along mountain slopes,”
Chawla said. *Small experiments that
» changes can give us

"The Himalayas are already
experiencing rising temperatures and
shifting raintall and are at the frontlines of
this change. Studies like this one offer a
useful lens to understand the big picture,”
Asif Bashir Shikari, professor of genetics
and plant breeding at the Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, said.

Finally, Chawla did point out that while
the study was global in scope, it had some
geographical gaps. “For instance, groups
like dragonflies in Eurasia and trees in
North America were studied only in
limited regions. The conclusions for these
taxa coubd have been stronger with more
comprehensive global datasets,” he said.

He added that some biodiversity-rich
regions in the tropics and Global South,
including parts of India, were
underrepresented for certain taxa,
underscoring the need for region-specific
research to complement these global
findings.

In sum, the newly uncovered
core-to-transition rule turns the earth's
messy quilt of species” ranges into
something organised in layers, By
identifying how environmental filters
shapn: these Ja}\.ﬂ the study could give

servationists a sharper lens through
\thI'J1 to understand and protect the
living planet.

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
Jjournalist who writes on science, health,
and ervironment. azmathirraggmail.com,

mukunthaa@thehindu.co.nd
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It wias fownd that temperature
plus rairfall models could
predict which sector a cell
belonged to. This implies that
only species that can tolerate
local conditions can survive in
a glven layer. Moving outward
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than entirely different species.
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In an article published in the
journal BMJ Global Health on
August 5, researchers from the
American University of Beirut in
Lebanon coined a new word:
healthocide. The authors wrote
that the word captures a new,
extreme pattern of violence
against health systems that
routine talk of "attacks on
healthcare” does not capture,
Instead, they continued, today's
deliberate, large-scale

lerael| soldiers exit a tunn el underneath the Eurcpean
Haspital in the Gaza Strip on June 5, 2005, REUTERS

destruction of whole health
ecosystems in conflict zones
such as Gaza needs to be called
healthocide.

If the word is applied to recent
wars, it could include a
coordinated strategy to kill
clinicians, bomb hospitals, block
ambulances, and dismantle
supply chains in order to erase a
population’s capacity for care.
According to the authors,
healthocide also frames these
acts as being akin to genocide,
i.e. the intentional destruction of
a collective good essential to life

In effect, by naming the phenomenon, the
authors have sought to galvanise the medical
community against the increasing
weaponisation of healthcare.

Mat all experts are convinced a new word is
necessary. For example, Len Rubenstein, chair of
the group Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coalition, told NPR he doesnt think “it adds [ta]
what we already understand about the sanctity
of health care and war" On the other hand,
University of Greenwich global health expert
Amal Elamin said the word "reinforces the fact
that the targeted attacks on health care settings
and health workers is no longer an isolated

and dignity, and thus demands precedent”
stronger legal protections.
The authors also state that
physicians and educators must
document violations, push For feedback and suggestions
governments to enforce for Schence’, phease write to
h international humanitarian law, sclence@thehindu.co.n

wilth the subjpect *Daily page”

Astronomers reported in The Astrophyskoal Jowmal on August 13, 2025, that they had found a rew type of supemava that accurs when a black hole wins a gravitational
tug-of-war against a glant star, The stars' final moments are depicted in this anist's llustration. reuTeRs
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and to keep themselves from
being complicit in healthocides.
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