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The focus on the
Air India pilot

Full transparency regarding the probe is the most
compelling way forward in light of new claims.

e Wall Street Jowrnal (WSJ) has reported that

cockpit voice recordings suggest Air India Flight

171's captain switched off engine fuel during

take-off, catching his co-pilot by surprise. The
revelation significantly changes understanding of one
of India's deadliest aviation tragedies, though deliberate
human action had emerged as a focus after the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)'s preliminary
report showed fuel switches moved “one after another™
tocutoff position, with “one pilot asking the other why
did he cutoff” and receiving a denial — without
identifying who said what. AAIB said reportsin
‘Western media were irresponsible and it was illogical
toreach “definite conclusions™,

WSJpaintsa disturbing picture of the aircraft’s final
moments, It says black box recordings suggest captain
Sumeet Sabharwal operated the fuel control switches,
prompting first officer Clive Kunder to confront him.
The captain purportedly denied responsibility while
remaining calm as his junior colleague expressed
surprise and panic, potentially struggling to prevent
the crash that killed 241 on board and 15 others on the
ground. And itisn't clear whether W5Jhad access to
the transcript of the recordings. AAIB's report
indicated aviation psychologists and medicine
specialists wiould join the probe. Authorities could
reasonably argue that premature release might
irreparably damage a deceased pilot’s reputation
before determining whether his actions were
deliberate or stemmed from medical inca pacitation or
other factors. Protecting the dead from unfounded
speculation while examining all possibilities
represents a legitimate investigative principle. That
said. immediate transparency may be the most
compelling way forward for three specific reasans.

First, the transcript appears to contain damning
evidence that was always going to emerge through
other investigation stakeholders, including the NTSEB,
Boeing, and Air India itself. Expecting such
information to remain confidential was unrealistic.
Second, lack of information breeds exactly the
suspicion and conspiracy theories that any responsible
investigation seeks to prevent. The preliminary
report’s evasive approach has fuelled extreme
arguments - one side alleges a cover-up at the behest of
corporate powers, while the other was quick to blame
the crew, even with scant information. Third, and most
importantly, facts speak loudest. Yet the preliminary

The true picture on
inequality in India
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scale social welfare
programmes have

Glnl 0 Income Ginland vice versa. The
d that ratio

shoning ratse welfare, especially In
rural and informal
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distributed than income.

gives & way of comparing

14,000 for the self-em-

tributory transfers than contributory

If India’s official tax data shows

welare ty pes within the FIP ployed. The sverageearning  Insurance. These are not counted in - improving progressivity, and large-

he recent decline in Indla's  database. Soumya dsa‘{llljramsl.lallabmuer the WID's Income concept, even  scale consumption surveys indicate a

consumption-hased Ginl Why has this not been Kanti Ghosh B theseappros-  though they materially raise real  sustained reduction ininequality, then

coefficient — from 288 in  more widely acknowledged? fiar d purch: 3 whiy are WID estimates telling such a
20-12t0 255 In 2022-23,  The answer perhaps lies iIn  —— d a Thi i d  diffe ry?

as reported by the World (he bendem:y i selectively ls.mJl} of four, this trans-  bias when WIDmeasures inequality in To argue that India remains deeply

Bank 1 Llnam lates to an income of India, by ignoring the redistributive  unequal based solely on selectively

siderable scrutiny, particularly when When the simple ap| 65,000 per caplita. Assum-  effect of these targeted schemes and — elevated Income estimates ks much

Juxtaposed with income-based esti-  mation glven Is used fnl Ing 80% of the total beneficl-  Inflating the apparent concentration of  like claiming the country lacks water

mates from the World Inequaliy Data- — compparison across nations, ary schemes reaches bot-  national income at the top. So,under  because Rajasthan faces water scar-

base (WILY), which peg India’s Giniat  India’s inequality, even A tom 50%, ths ranslates inte  WIDYs income Inequality framework,  city. Inequality, like deprivation, 5

A This  when d In income Falguni 315,000 per year per person,  we are essentlally saying that India’s  not monolithic — It varies across

necessitates a closer Interrogation of  terms, & significan Sinha accounting for beakages and  major schemes have zero Impact on - dimensions, reglons, and measure-

the underlying metrics, data sources,  than the 05 and overkaps through directand — Inequality. ment tools; but that does not invall-

and conceptual frameworks.

At the core of this divergence |s a
eritical conceptial distinetion: Thedif
ference between cr

Among the 48 natlons
where welfare approach is
consumption-hased, India ranks third.
Indi hesed Ginl coefll-

indirect benefits. This updift
of approximately 20% in
effective resources translates into cor-
Thus, even under these

lity and ineome ineguali ]|| a
mm?‘) Hhelndla—chal%cwr‘iysedby
alarge infiormal workforce, extensive
In-kind transfers, and a rapldly
expanding welfare architecture —
income is often volatile, underre-

ed, or difficult to capture com|
g::mty.mnmmmbymntr%;

clent of 5.5 in the FIP database s also
Internathanally striking. China's con-
sumption Gini, for instance, stands at
.7, according to the same database
and using the zame welfare concept.
This W-point difference |s signdficant.
Why ia the impact of large-scale
sockal welfare schemes conspicuwausly

conservative assumy this. nm—

mhmﬁmm -
These Interventions hawa]soled o

a dramatic fall in poverty, with the

extreme paverty rate dropping from
16.2% in 2001-12 to 2.3% i 2022-33. At

the bkower-middle-Income line of S3.65
day, poverty fell from BLE% to 281%,

WID also relies heavily on tax
records to complle its database Gini
coefficient estmated using inoome-tax
resurns data of taeable Income of indl-
viduals shows that individual income
Inequality has decreased from AY1S
(FYld) to AYZ3 (FYZ2) from 0472 w
0402 —43.6% of individual ITR filers
bedonging to ncome group of less than
24 lakh in AY15 (FY14) have left the
lowest income group and shifted
upwards.

date the broader progress belng
made. Any evaluation that ignores
these dynamics in favour of a nar-
row, partial view risks obscuring the
wery progress It seeks to critique.
?m};révys reporting is m‘fﬂle
same as increased disparity — and
we must resist reacting to shadows
cast by better data. And welfare eco-
nomics must always return to its
core question: What improves the
lived expertence of the battom half?
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The World Bank paper titled The
Waorkd Bomk’s New Inequality Indfcator
gives a way of converting consumption

transfers.

the living standards of the poor, con-
sumpition will Inevitably be higher and
more equitably distributed than
Income. These forms of public provi-

s, before taxes and transfers, e:wefi

distribution curve, sﬁgmﬁ,tng people in

the base.

for social Insurance

pensions and unemployment bene-
fits. This means they exclude most
nan-contributory welfare transfers —
like DBET, food subsidies, LPG
schemes, h Bharat, rural

lower income

thelr Income i towds their
share in populaton. In FY14, the share
of the topl in fofal Income was L64%,
‘which has fallen mommn’zj Fur-

thermore,
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A Bill for Big Brother
to weaponise speech

JITENDRA SINGH

\.l
We are looking forward to ha

n of our own. Most |

owards the end of June, it was
reported that the government of
Karnataka was planning to intro-
duce a bill for the prohibiton of
“misinformation and fake news”. Shortly
after that, the media accessed an unofficlal
version of the proposed BUL This Bill s not,
admittedly, the first atternpt in Indla to pro-
‘hibit *fake news". Two years ago, the central
government amended the Information

report offered fru few. Beyond establishing

the timeline of switch movements, investigators
provided minimal insights. The report needed to detail
notjust the known facts butalso the known unknowns
—the questions investigators are pursuing, the
evidence still required, and the efforts to gather them.
The path forward requires abandoning half-

measures for full transparency. AAIB must release

ockpit voice recorder transcriptsal id
demj]ed analysis of what investigators know, what they
suspect, and what remains unknown.

Curious case of Tamil
Nadu'’s coalition politics

th assembly elections due in less than a year,

political circles in Tamil Nadu are asking if the

era of single-party governments is set to make
way for coalition rule. The context is BIP leader Amit
Shah's remarks a few weeks ago that Tamil Nadu is
poised for an NDA government next year. The
AIADME that leads the NDA in the state is distinctly
uncomfortable with any talk of power-sharing, for it
contravenes the first principles guiding the approach
of the two Dravidian majors— the DMK and AIADME
—to coalition politics in Tamil Nadu. Since 1967, oneof
the two Dravidian parties has been in office and they
have always won office by aligning with national
parties such as the Congress. But they have never
shared office with allies. Not surprisingly, AIADME
general secretary Edappadi Palaniswami, has clarified
that his party has no power-sharing deal with the BIP.

All this can potentially change after 2026, If either

the DMK or the AIADME fails to win a clear majority,
allies may demand a stake in government. The arrival
of the BJP as a major influencer instate politics has
changed the dynamic of negotiation. The Congress was
willing to barter ministries in the state government for
alarger share of Lok Sabha seats. However, if the
AIADMK agrees tothe BIF's power-sharing
proposition, it may have a bearing on the DME-led
alliance as well. Share in power can be a powerful
inducement toits current constituents to shift loyalties.
The principle that has guided coalition politics in Tamil
MNadu all these years may be up for review soon.

rules, seek proscribe news
about the central government that was
“fake, false, or misleading”. This atempt
was eventually struck down as
unconstitutional by the Bombay
High Court. If this version of the
Karnataka Bill s enacted, however,
then it will go even beyond the
unconstitutional IT Rules amend-
ment, and cause a serious chilling
effect on the freedom of speech.
The problem! begin from the

Gautam
Bhatia

The issue, however, s that the line
between “fact” and "opinion” i3 nowhere
near as clear as the Bill would have us
believe. This is especially true in contexts of
political speech or public dissent - contexts
where the freedom nriyeedlls leularly
important. Conalder, for examgfena sltu.a}
thon where 1 call a particular politician a
“thief". While I may be using the word
“thief" to refer to their ethical and moral
character, or thelr fallure to keep thedr polit-
bcal promises, the committee can
easily take my statement as a factually
untrue accusation that the politi-
clan has committed the crime of
theft. This is not a problem that can
be solved by precise leglslative
drafting; it ks something embedded
In the very manmer in which we
wield language, and relate to each
other in the world.

‘While civil defamation law {and,

b The Bill
contemplates the establishment of
a Fake News on SncJaI Media Regulatory
Authority’, things,

In India, election law) ks also prem-
Isedd on the fact/opdnlon distinetion,
there are safeguards there (such as the

g
is to proscribe online cnment that is “anti-
feminism”, disrespectful of “Sanatan sym-
bols and beliefs”, promotes “superstition”,
or s not based on “authentic research on
subjects related to sclence, history, religion,
philosophy, or literature”. As |s obvious,
these are very vague and subjective terms,
which will result in the casting of a very
broad net of censorship. One of the cardinal
rules of free speech philosophy s that
restrictive laws should be worded as pre-
clsely as language permits, and leave as lit-
tle discretionary power as pessible In the
hands of executive agencles.

‘The Bill fails on that front. Furthermaore,
the secthon on misinformatbon proseribes
misinformation that is “prejudicial to public
health, public safety, public tranguillity or
the conduct of free and fair elections”. This
goes considerably beyond the mandarte of
Article 19(2) of the Constitution, which lim-
it= restrictions wpon speech to those that are
inthe Interests of “public order”.

There Is, however, a deeper problem with
the Bill. In Its definitlonal sectlon, it makes
avaliant effort to distinguish berween “fake
news" and "misinformation® on the one
hand, and matters of “opdnion” on the ather.
The Bill goes to great lengths to do so, for
example, by stipulating that “opinkons, reli-
glous or philosophical sermons, satire, com-
edy or parody or any other form of artistle
expression” will be excluded from the regu-
latory ambit, as long as a “reasonable per-
san” would not think of them as “statements
of fact”.

ONEOF IIII C\IIDII\ L
RULES OF 1 I{
PHILOSOPHY IS I

LAW SHOULD BE PRI CIQ Y
WORDED, LEAVING LITTLE
DISCRETIONARY POWER
WITH THE EXECUTIVE.

of a trial and determination by
a judge) which are absent in the Karnataka
Bill. Here, the executive-driven regulatory
authority |s the body that inlt.lates_.pmceed
Inggs, which are, In turn,

ble by 2035

Operation Sindoor should
be discussed in Parliament

oments of national crisis often unify
Ma country, prompting collective
 ntrospection, and instinutional

mlng In the aftermath of Opera-

tion Sindoor, India stood at such a juncture.
While the courageand professtonalism of our

the mation's deepest gratitude, the mmhm of
has

Pakistan? Whs this constraint imposed by the
political leadership? Could India have svoided
loas of alreraft if the scope of mrgets had not
been reduced?

Unfortunately, we don't have answers to
these questions because the government has
refused to face Parllament on this matter. In
retrospect, however, it becomes clear that the

our polideal leadershi

cerns about ransparency, ao:numﬂuqu,snd

ity in matters of natl onal security. It
s now confirmed that India lost frghter airerafi
dunmgopemnnn&m Hnwew( mlscml

spe-
cial sessbon of Parliament It Is not that there
‘has been no nce. The Congress govern-

ment under Jawaharlal Nehru hedd a spectal
sesshon of Parliament on November B, 1962 In

the police, and to special courts.
Furthermore, one of the most disturbing
provisions of the Bill |s Section 12, which is
the ball provision. This provisian adopts the
natorious “twin test”, which is used in ter-
rorism laws such as the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) or money-launder-
Ing laws such as the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA). This provi-
slon reverses the presumption of “innocent
until proven gullty”, and forces an accused
to virtually establish their innocence even
for the grant of ball. It is a well-known fact
that because of this provision, people
accused under UAPA and PMLA spend years
In Jail without trial. The Karnataka govern-

d by the polit-  the backd the Sinc-India war after a dele-

“There was no lnrmai staternent  gation headed by then Jana Sangh leader, Atal

in Parliament efther: Instead, the information  Bihari Vajpayee, demanded it. By contrast, the
emerged through and frag-  present

mented admisslons.
On May 6-7, Alr Marshal AK
Bharti, director general air opera-
acknowl-

Iy, They ko thesy've compromised
national security, and they're worried
what MELonEsa will expose before

tons, made the first indirect dia. In this comgext, the
edgment. “We are in a combat situs- mrdsolmlde(enne persannel will
ton and losses area part of combat,” echo long because they make visible
he sald. On May 31, Chief of Defence: Pawan what the nation deserves to krow but
Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan Khera the grvernment so desperately wants

confirmed the loss of alreraft at the
aldelines of the Shangri-La Dialogue
In Singapore, adding that |t was notas
Important to ask how many jets fell, but why
they did.

Tt why” mtiers deeply Iy g

toerase; said what Delhi’s
cal mana%:lys and TV gmma]s%
niet: Indgan pilots were sentinto hos-
tile alrspace with their hands tied.

111|s Is lmuhUng because mlllan con‘LroJ

ment now seeks to extend that d

went down.

provision to what are pure speech offences
(at the highest).

In short, therefore, the Karnataka }'-‘ake
News and Hillis

Unis
suggst Ma Indéa has Inetan umisdnsu:l num-

m:y il on trust that the Ieattmup
will act with strategic foresight and reqmnsﬂﬂ—

ber o R:
door. Now, wlﬂl the crm-jewelsod IAF
o In combt,

over-censorious in Its content, vests vast
amounts of discretion in an executive regu-
latory body, lacks procedural safeguards,
and authorises draconian and dispropor-
tionate punishment. 1t violates the Constitu-
thon and the guarantee of free speech every
m&lof the way,

hile spreading of misinformation and
fake news on the Internet Is no doubt a
problem, which requires some degree of
regulaticn, the Karnataka Bill wields an
Indiscriminate, coercive sledgehammer
Instead of a deft. regulatory scalpel. [t
should not see the light of day - and If it
dives, It should be swiftly struck down by the
courts,

Gautam Bhatia, a Delhi-based advocate, is the
author of (hfend, Shock ar Disturh: Free

irical Ieadershjp Is & matter of concern.
June 29, Captaln Shiv E(umar Indlas

ity. That trust is shattered
rity becomes part of a publlr:lry campalgn, and

fom Sin-
door and rallles in Bihar, this government has

defence artaché to Indonests,
azerninar, clabmed that India lost “some” jets to
Pakistan and that the Indian Alr Force incurred
losses during Operation Sindoor by of

repeatedly used the military for elertoral mile-
age. Martyrs' photographs have been displayed
at n]JIes Yext when Operation Sindoer leaves

serious I its trall, those.

comstraints imposed by the political leadership,
ﬂnjmpllcallnnwasbgntl & political leader-
ship impesed operational imits that compre-
mised mission effectiveness and exposed our
pllots to greater risk. The Indian Embassy in
Jakarta sued a clarifieation, claiming the

same soddiers are quietly erased from the nar-
rative. This points to the central contradiction
of the reglme: it wants the glory, but not the
grief, the applause, but never the accounting.

India does not need more metaphors of war

in campaign speeches. It needs truth in service.
Lmder!hlp s not abaut how qudI%' e per-
in

comments had been misre But. notz-
by, th d the core of
Capumkumal‘; remarks.

On July 4, Lt. General Rahul R Singh

2 is aboaut
wisdom, character, andempam} in the quiet
truths told to the natlon, to the victims of war,

DCOWAS, sald that 21
In Pakistan butat the kst hour of the operation,
it was decided that d\edeferwe Fﬂn:eswlLI

Speech Under the Indiar C The
views expressed are persanal,

engage with
it to reduce the scope of potential mrgelsln

Th ry has done fis duty. Now it bs time
for the government to face the guestions.

Pawan Kisera is a serior Corgress leader. The
views expressed are persomal
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Asean FTA blues

India must ensure that this deal works to
its advantage at the 10th review meeting

HEAD OF THE 10th review meeting of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (Asean)-India Trade in Goods Agreement
[AITGA), thereisa buzzwithin India Inc and 1‘]19 ru]mg dl_hpETL'-a-
tion toexit the deal Thiswould not bein 1 interests
asthis free trade agreement (FIA) inked in 2010is ﬁ:undahuna] toits Look
East policy and pivot to the prosperous Indo-Pacific region. The National
Democratic Alliance regime, however, has been ambivalent about the bene-
fits of AITGA and the trade deals with South Korea and ]apanin]ned by the

it intrade

Opinion

MDIA'S AMBITION TO lead incut-
ting-edge sectors like artificial
intelligence, quantum comput-
ing, biotech,and advanced manu-
facturing needs a critical enab-
! pital that matches the long, risky,

prrw‘]uusUmthngmsdvE Iliance regime, Desy
in goods to $123 billion in 2024-25, there are deep misgivings over the
AITGA as it resulted in a nine-fold increase in our trade deficit to §45.2 bil-
lion. Themnnenu. are umlJar towhat India had in opting out of the Sino-
centric Regi i hip(RCEF), notably that

Economic Part

vInthis regard, th
& industry minister Piyush Goyal that India is looking to fast-track discus-
shons on the review of the AITGA and address the challenges is reassuring,

Ratherthan |rJu]( foran excuse to exit the AITGA, India must make t}ds

i work toits ad geat the 10th review i
coop ion. India no doubt has g ls for concern Lhal\‘hiammwha.‘-
been dragging on since November 2019, For two years since then, Asean
did not even start negotiating on it. Even the subsequent review meet-
ings have shown limited progress. But the times are a-changing. India Inc
is worried about cheaper Chinese goods inundating the domestic mar-
ket; so too is Asean with the worsening Sino-US trade tensions and Pres-
ident Donald Trump's tariff disruption. The US President has threatened
Asean countries with levies from 25% to 40% as they are conduits for
shipping Chinese goods to the US market, Vietnam faces a 40% tariff for
goods that have been transshipped. As these are India’s concerns as well,
the current conjuncture is most conducive for addressing the rules of ori-
ginand the need to have reliable traceability practices to ensure that Chi-
nese goods are not transshipped to India viathe AITGA,

Making the AITGAwork better is in India's interests as it seeks a deeper
engagement with the Indo-Pacific region. Stakeholders like India Inccan
contribute to this process by stepping up their investments in Southeast
Asia like the Aditya Birla Group did earlier. This in turn could be a basis
for reconsidering joining the RCEP, which is after all Asean-plus with
Lhina lapan South Korea, Austmlia and New Zealand. India is currently

g its economice with Australia
and is negutlalms an I-'I'Awlth New LEa]and

tions.

fthe 12-mem-

four P
berC and P for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship {LP‘[‘PP}, which India Duulr] aumemplatejudrdng in the future. True, it
has participated in the US-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framewark for Pros-
perity butopted out of its trade pillar. But with CFTPF, India should have rel-
atively greater comfort levels as it has a larger two-way trade with member
nations but with a much smaller trade deficit than with Asean, Terminating
the AITGAis therefore nota realisticoption as itwill leave Indiawithout par-
ticipation inany mega regional trade grouping in the Indo-Pacific region.

Big Tech 'acquihiring' is
an ugly but useful trend

IF YOU'RE A italist,you drearmn of backing the next billi tart-
up to ome day feast on the retums of a sale, The buyer’.l\gargamuan tech com-

pany,af course. But these days, Big Tech Lsn't buying has“acquihiring”the
most promising artificial intelll ence firms, specialised deals that scnnp upthe
titrust scrutiny, often

industry'shottest talent
business operations, 3. k.a.the husk ofa COMmpany.

The phmumemnhas been great for tech giants who can remove potential
rivals more cheaply, but it's leftvent pital investors ina rut with fewer returns
than they wou 1d haue expected from a traditional sale or even an initial public
offering. How they react could set the whale industry on a different path and if
we're lucky, a better one,

Ome reaction to the trend has been to grumble,"] dislike this phenomenon,”says
AliQjjed, chairman of Northgate Capital,a VC firm with $5 billion of committed cap-
ital Ofjeh wa: Imwestor in Al whose 70-strong team was
acquihired by Mmmsaﬁ last year. Inflection promised its investors would be made
whole,and theywere, but with modest returns, Much the same happened with Scale
Al when Meta Plat boughta 4 ke inth fior §14.3 billion and hired
its chief executive offices, Alexandr Wang, to head Mark Zuckerberg's new Superin-
te]llgence lahs division. Another recent example: Google paid $2.4 billion for the

d d licensing rights ef Windsurf, an Al codi
uihires are nothing new. Forwell over a decade, large tech firma like Al
bet' gL.oosIe Mlansnﬁ and Meta typ]cally palda few million dollars to hire tal
-stagestart-ups, leaving their
investorswith modest ornoreturns, But the generative Al
arms race supercha rged that strategy, beginning with

B

1in 2024,and it b the

blockbuster returns that venture investors count on to
drive their portfolios.

Whatif theacy db P -

ture? Th anquInuns teamsatt are

no doubt explonns all manner of hybrid deals that could
help this new playbook keep working over the coming
years,especiallyasantitrust regulatorsshownosign of soft-
ening Moreacquihires would furtherentrench theirdom-
inance and be bad for the industry. But what if in the long
term it led to a healthier market?

Instead of pushing start-ups to get the highest possible
valuation for a sale, V(s in an acquihiring market would prefer firms with a greater
chance of running a long-term business and floating on public markets. Strategic
sales to Big Tech have always offered a premium over IPOs, but when these are less
likely, going public becomes a viable option. That could put venture investors on the
‘humt forstart-ups with more sustainable businesses, not just those with a pitch deck

Ising hockey-stich han rket the size of Canada

PARMY
OLSON

#loomiberg

Thatwouldbe bemr;‘hanmday ‘smarket dynamics Forall the money the power-
lawmodel has madeﬂnrmnmedﬂ:ms llanSequr.lla Capitaland Greylock Ventures,
ithasled publi umun_murhzt W:s I\a\ve
pushed start-ups to move fast k things, to bli
market before cnmpetlmrscatm up The costs have been hlgh Er.lr bath the marhzt
and nllhllr' m-
pe(ll:lnn,as the book The World Eatersby Catherine Bracy vividly laysout.

Venture firms, in one way, have brought these latest frustrations on themselves
by relying for so Ir.mg on just a couple of big exits to drive their fund returns, That
model has helped extend Big Tech’s financial dominance, such that nearlyhal.fof
the S&P 500's earni hin 2025 fromah dful oftech s

But sometimes actions lead to unintended consequences. [n her quest to
strengthen antitrust oversight of Big Tech, former Federal Trade Commission Chair
Lina Khan may have inadvertently led tech companies to avoid scrutiny with just
another flavour of anticompetitive behaviour, Yet, while their new acquihire trend
miay be an ugly one for the industry, it could also paradoxically spawn something
better for everyone. Let's hope that's the case.
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and often uncertain journey of research
and innovation While talent and ideas
are abundant, India requires an institu-
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@® NO-WASTE CULTURE

President Droupadi Murmu

of circular and

L

© CAPITALBOOST
THE R&D INNOVATION FUND CAN HELP SCALE IDEAS THAT WOULD OTHERWISE FAILTO SECURE FINANCING

An innovation game changer

K GOPALAKRISHNAN
PRASAD GADKARI

Respectively co-founder, Infasys, & chairman,
Axilor Ventures, and executive director &
“chiaf strategy officer, NIIF

systems of reduce-reuse-recycle are modern and
widespread forms of our ancient lifestyle

managers—venture capital funds, fund
of funds, venture debt vehicles, and even
corporate or institutional p]an’mmg—
using a mix of financial instruments
including equity, equity-linked debt,
and corporate financing, This allows for
scale and crowding in of both domestic
and global capital.

rom an institutional governance

tional medlanlgmwﬂnamehl,gh sk, m early R&Dand mtellemua] pmperty such as production-linked perspective, Indla is not starting from
high-impact it here gicp and scratch. Over the last decade, the gov-
[R.&D],pammlarlymthepmramesecwr. lenderstyplcallyhmtau Thesetailored “Make in India” are creating a pull for ernment has successfully established
Th ¥1-lakh B financial i mtl.edtogether indigenous technologies. The fund con- new-generation  institutions  like
ch and Development Innovation Fund througha d,i iented th il idi cial National andl;

(RDIF}is among the most ambitious ini-
tiatives to have been launched to sup-
port deep-tech and frontier innovation,
Structured to provide long-term risk
capital through professional fund man-
agers, the RDIF seeks to bridge the criti-
cal fundlng Bap fr.lr innovation, It aims
tem capa-

framework with clear sualdralls and
robust governance,

Impaortantly, this is not just a long-
term credit scheme as has been sug-
gested in certain quarters, The govern-
ment has committed 50-year anchor
capital to the RDIF, which could get
d asaloan toan intermediate

ble of converting India’s intellectual
capital into globally competitive prod-
ucts and industries,

vehicle, However, the downstream
deployment will happen

bridge that can convert IP into GDE,
This means translating sclentific and

Fund (NIIF), Indian Naticnal Space Pro-
motion and Authnrl.satlun Centm {I N-
SPACE),and Indi

technological ad: into

value —creating jobs, huustlnges(pm'u
i productl an

greater self-reliance, Indla has the

pntent]al to create waorld- class entel

sion (ISM) in areas ranglng Emm
infrastructure to spacetech and semi-
conductors. The learnings from these
eﬂbm—cnmlnnlns publicpurposewith

prises
tech areas, each caﬁ\a'ble of becnmlns
businesses,

through | I fund

‘I‘I|.Ls can only happen with

v A dill helpen-
sure this new fund is managed with pro-
fessionalism and transparency.

Fund managers selected by the

managers, using a combi- RDIF 1E ACTOs: platform will need to bring strong

Risk capital: Need of the hour nation of equity, venture  India not justasa  entirevalue chains—from domain knowledge, a proven track

The government has developed the debt, or hybrid instrum- consumer of core research to commer- record,and the ability to support com-
RDIF through deep consultation and ents, It is, in essence, a forelan k . clalisation. panies beyond capital—through men-
engagement with leaders across the market-aligned platform reign innovation, The RDIF also offers a torship, syndication, and growth-stage
Innovation ecosystem, comprising tech- designed to address the but as a creator of powerful platform to | support.These managers are not com-
nocrats, start-ups, private equity-ven- diverse req of i i the global peting with each other, but are
ture capital funds, corporates, theindustry, kol Indian ity with designed to mmplement one another
researchers, academia, ete, It aims to The RDIF is desig ‘tr.l the country”s innovation ross th ital stack whil ding
addmssa hall inlIndia’ led “vall journey. There is immense in prlvatecaplta].

hy d forlong- death"—thes 'berweenl.ahva]lclal:iun expertise in Al quantum, biotech, and

termrisk hat can supy e 3 i otherfrontiertec giesamongindi- | A national platform for
throughs from lab to market. |n|wvatlm\sfalterduewlackoﬁundlng. ansabroad. This platfi el global i i

India already has a vibrant base of g mnel that exy back into India—as This initiative is ultimately about
entrepreneurs and a deep talent pool. I|elps i i "' ' mentors,co-1 tors,or collab building national capability. It positions
What's missing Is capital aligned with tosecure financing, fostering reverse brain drain and India not just as a cunsumeraﬁmels:n
the long cycles of innovation. The new stronger global partnerships. i tion, butasa
fund creati 2 No silver bullet

sionally managed platﬂ:‘rmI that
empowers  start-ups, incubators,
h andl

rates to dei:]r.ly resources into frontier
technologies.

Bridging the valley of death
One m’t'he iund scrltlca] strengths

This initiative is not eccurring in
Isolation. India’s broader innovation
strategy is beginning to take shape,
with comdmaled efforts across the

Becoming a global innovation hub
will take time, but with the right mix of
|patient capital, institutional backing,and
private sector participation, India can
build the foundation tolead inemerging

lies in its Juity maybe
ideal for early-stage start-ups, conces-
slomal long- tenndehtbemmesapumr-
ful instrument for corporates i

Fth hnoloel
mem Onthesupplygl.de mlt]atlveg]lke )
the dhan Natlonal R Scaling through the crowding
Foundation (ANRF), Indiaal,and the | inofcapital

emicond Mission are boosting Structurally, the RDIF is expected to

R&D capacity through grants and insti-

tutional support.
nm..,,PpD industrial poli

be housed within the ANRF and will
operateasa mother fund. Capital will be

d through specialised fund

of transformative tm:lmnlngles_ It
enables the country to emerge as a
trusted partner in global supply chains
and as a seripus contender in the deep-
tech arena,

‘Thislsastrategic,co-created financial
platform—aligned with national priori-
ties and designed to scale sclence and
innovation, If India is to lead in the tech-
nologies of the future, this fund could
well be the bridige that makes it happen,

Views ane personal

[s Trump becoming a part of the furniture?

JAMAL MECKLAI

CED, Mecklai Financial

The Dow’s volatility has not come down materially since

Trump's tariff annoucement, but as he begins to be seen
as part of the background we could see further declines

SINCE DONALD TRUMP'S inaugura-
tion on January 20, the DXY has fallen
like a stone, mimicking in a sense
America's credibility. It is today down
over 10%, despite having glven up
some part (over 1%) of its gains in the
past month. Perhaps more curiously,
there ks the volatility of the DXY, which
had risen by 2.84% from 6.02% to
8.86% over that same period, and has
fallen from its high of 9.3 3% a little
overa month ago by 0.46%—a drop of
about 160

HNow, as readers of this column may
have noticed, | spend a fair amount of
time thinking about patterns, which 1
believe actually determine everything
about markets and, in fact, life. The
trick, of course, is tobe able to decipher
them and acknowledge that these are
shifting sands—in other words, there
is no certainty. In general, when
wolatility breaks out it tends to rise in
nearly a straight line for four to six
months, and after it tops out it falls
quite rapidly. While I am loathe to
assert adefinitive turning point, might
we have, indeed, passed that and will
DXY volatility come down and, as a
result, abort the recent dollar decline®

While I have been sanguine about
the need foran even greater dollar dec-

INDEX WATCH

DY velatility (2002 to date)
18

fin %)

line, primarily because the US is very
ive, particularly pared to
Eur rope, ‘markets domot listen solelyto
me, Or, even if they do, they certainly
take their own sweet time about it; 1
mote, incidentally, that EUR has risen
by more than 30% than the DXY has
over this period. Again, there are strom)
arguments that the depth and liquid-
lity of US asset markets generate their
own "demand” for dollars, which would
quite readily overwhelm the competi-

HE EDITOR

Managing battery waste

Apropos of “Can India transform its
battery waste?" [FE, July 17), with
increased awareness on using electric
wehiches (EVs), bothin passenger
wehiche and public transport
segments, the use of batteries is high.
I a shiort span, we will witness a large
numbser of used batteries getting
dumped. They will contain hazardous
lead and chemical elements. f not
controlled, the used batteries could

halfaf The Indian Expe

tumn into a menace similar to plastic
waste, Metals such as Bthium, cobalt,
«graphite, etc. that are ob d while:

tiveness argument | had been holding
on to. Thus, even if it is possible that
the dollar could continue to decline
over time, it is beginning to appear
likely that in the immediate term the
decline may be over.

Thiswould suggest that DXY volatil-
ity will stop rising and may, indeed, fall
further. In other words, perhaps
Trump’s intrinsic volatility has now—
for some time, at least—been built into
the market and, as | titled the piece, he
has becomne part of the furniture.

US equity market volatility, too, has
surged from around 20%: in fanuary to
290 right after Trump announced his
Liberation Day tariffs on April 2. And
while the volatility of the Dow has not
come down materially since then, it is
concelvable that if, as | said, Trump
begins to be seen as part of the back-
ground, we could see some further
declines there as well.

Of course, and particularly having
run into increasing domestic turbu-
lence and with his various “peace” ini-
tiatives fumbling more or less con
uously, he is ramping up the ta
story again. But markets may be more
than convinced by the TACO {Trump
always chickens out) trade, and so, it is
possible that even if he lambastes the

the fast pace of EV adoption—besides
becoming a major source of export of

recycling lithium-ion batteries have
Ihigh market valse and can be used as
inputs for manufacturing batteries.
Compared to other countries, India's
Ibattery waste management system
needs an overhaul. Increasing the
number of certified recyclers with
proper infrastructure for battery waste
dispasal should be prioritised fara
clean enengy transition—considering

) Ltdd and printed at The Indian Express (F) Ltd Press, A-8, Sector-7, Naida - 200501 and
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002 Phone: 0120-4651500, [Cover price: Patna: 12, Raipur: 812, Srinagar £18) Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goerka, Editor: Shyamal Majumedar, Editor (Delhil Shabhars

—R\ Baskaran, Pune

Silent takeover

Apropos the “China's ‘silent war" (FE,
July 17), unlike Daonald Trump's bluff
and bluster approach, China has been
extremely circumspect about its
plans and ambitions. China refused to
stand down in the face of Trumip's
threats, and threatened counter

world economy with more trade
shenanigans, we maynot seea surge in
volatility again. Of course, tomorrow is
another day and Trump's personal
insecurity ensures that there will cer-
tainly be some policies that will seem
incomprehensible to markets. But, as [
hawe said, current volatility patterns
are signalling some possible calm in
the near future,

‘We see this pattern repeated in the
domestic market as well, where USD-
INRvolatility has risen from 1.63% at
Trump's inauguration toa huge 6.2 7%
today, after a peak of &.5% in mid-
June. Spot rupee, of course, remains
broadly where it was between 85,80
and 86 to the dollar, although it has
provided both heart attacks and
opportunities to import ers, exporters,
and others, hitting both 88 and better
than 84 in the interim, This volatility
is also showing signs of slowing down,
which could suggest a steady to
slightly stronger rupee that would be
reinforced by a rate cut in August in
reflection of improved inflation.

Of course, the Reserve Bank of
India, disguised as the Big Bad Wolf, is
constantly reaming our market so it's
dangerous for any of the three little
pigs to stay unhedged.

tariffs. It has now slowly started
asserting itself by weaponising the
export of resources such as rare earth
minerals, onwhich many industries
are dependent. India has been
scouring for them, and it will take
some time before supplies are
regularised. China is on its way to call
the shots in the near future, which is
bad news for India.

—anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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RAMNATH GOENKA
BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

STATE OF INSECURITY

After hard-won gains, Bihar cannot afford backsliding. In election
year, state government has a lot to answer — and account for

EDITORIAL PAGE
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WornDLY WISE

HE WILL WIN WHO KNOWS WHEN TO FIGHT AND
WIHEN NOT TO FIGHT,
—SuNTzU

A foothold in the cosmos

Success of Axiom-4 mission offers invaluable lessons

and a powerful impetus for India's space aspirations

SOMAK RAYCHAUDHURY

THE SAFE RETURN of Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shulkla from the International

Space Station as partof the Axiom-4 mission,

ENWITH GLINS stridle into .ihuh pmﬁlemwlln llu'capntalcllyer il
Fatna, fire at thedr targ Thelat- E"'. e, Tk l ot just
est instance of murder in Bihar — one g In t dlays ane ;Tl'ulrmmaflndla‘a;pu:t:&mg
indays mwm:;nﬁ':rmm;mhw" CL‘I\'R‘IIM esewil Imn\mﬂ For the first time since Rakesh Sharma
wated g S "y lled on a Soviet s in 1984, an
““""'" o s, where Inddian b I a complex scientific

played and revisited in the campalgn Dnmtm with one dllferenu- This tirme, the B|P-

misslon, in a journey to and from the 155,
spending more than twe weeks aboard, this

JB{U) will be at the receving end, and the RjD, farlnrumrsmuneddpmidlumr timie under the Banner of intemational part-

ungleraj R party.Inthe lastin- nﬂiupandlndlspmun_wmh_ Ry
stance, however, the political f .ulhemle d,is not the main story, It is, in- i

canad thic & FAPTIN overthe lasttwo decades, the sub K mission, marking another milestone in the

B!y changs pacity i Might, resonates far beyond the confines of

itfacesth Y v it Earth's arbit. For India, anation rapldly assert-

umof L {mrier® an i Ing its prowess in the global space arena, this

a oy process of de-insti-

tutionalisation under Lalu H'M 'Mulc Lalu hadl:cmmc the symbol of backward-caste

achievemnent offers imvalsable lessons and a
powerful impetus, pamcularly For fes .unhl

Hons ¢ wi-

the benefits of pooling resources, expertise,

S p tor

tion, Observing how
from various prufmmlhwlwuunda wheo
.w not necessarily all camrnulmry pilots,

irrT—

Batenlial profitability, encouraging r119re

trained and inte-  ture, services,

w.ucd Imamm mmm profile offers Thll could Iead e a thriving ecosystem of
vatluable p  and service

refine its own astronaut selection and lraln- pmdmfarluluremlom.
- - i

s 2 .md presence requires mmeﬂruwmplmm
tics, raliatis
slmllalm based drills and ml-llme pmb- suppart for astronauts, Jlama wherelﬁne
lving scenarios the pre-  new
paredness of Indian “vyomnauts”, Insights. Axiom Space's declared Iatu-belm
Mission operations and logistics present goal of building its cwn commercial space
anothervital areaof leaming, station, 155, Is a bold
L ISRO has already declared
i India's i to deploy the Bharat]

umn-dlsumasﬁlly did, pmldn an in-
valuable blueprint lprstmmllrirumplex

; it plans o
Following decade, send Indians to the Moon,

paveerment, and hnlaa i pSurge ppasition taki ot mmh_rltsff‘t]a!vwnlumlanspwe. arven] . Thixen e Lt (n‘wylu- even build ah.w.- on Ila zurraf:_
Y o, almost istic with, critical re reshaping the it activities, m:manddod:mpm cMIrulhe dlallu'aes they encounter, and
development or “vikas”, msdlmprd Tor the quality of governance ina mu- that hae e L pe. It highlig! incr m.. dum.mdlhecrlllcalre -entry and recovery :Iv.-salullam they devise in developing and
ave and ord iy e S e et ThI issic execuled with Axiom Space’s declared long: e | : :
order, Thi 5 mission, wit Space’s decls i el Tor Indin
law and In?::o!IN!lsr::F!T::dml resonant lefall'.--; ] prof r A term goal of building its own Iruw\derpmsure and rulmlwnllmncy . Innﬁncﬁ]ﬁ;:ﬁ::;{:lcmluwnof
in its various avatars were built on the Famdnlm laied during 2005- 2010 on this front. the low-Earth 4'"1 ifnach dal space station, ial chall dop im mis- 3 Itis ":,“N,.m.
ch P health centre, from the schoolgirl ﬁamcumrumulenlllk‘mthdwh intended w succeed the 155, sion control strategies fir Gaganyaan, bitionsof Indlia It
maryﬂr provided by the government so that she doesn' ldmpoul Dnlhc worman mal: nological demanstrations to the nascent but is a bold undertaking, ISRO aually i are the that hn
Ing her own way in the self-help group — it the afpily alventures. has already declared India’s }:-uy and integration, While  doma arewumdwd mncleshul Is
surance of the safety and security of citizens began Dnbelahen[arsrmcd Many trpprn ambitions to Lh']lhlyt]n - LI L BRLTS o "‘Wll:': evolving into a more dynamic, i
leu'rlheJD(UJmtthe l!,||‘ N"M“ in lhe ruling allnm can afford to turn their mllmemcma the country, who were borm m‘-"'-‘“}" { ik i Iae- Al "‘7:......... com-  only hope that llmc ventures will also sup-

h that much
mireth lection is at stake. The Nitish Ky whether or notit comes
hack to pmr. hasa legacy to protect. It mual cnam that the state Builds on its hard-

he past.

therel

THE SANCTIONS STICK

Mew Delhi should disregard NATO threat on doing business with
Russia, pursue its own path, even as West seeks to dictate terms
URING OPERATION SINDOOR, the 5-400 formed the layer of

Inrumihamn‘a heroic journey, For them,

rL‘uw to, perhaps in the

Tl l"“"'“@l decade, send F.:lmn ‘I and Cu'w Diragon), and its lorus on

part purely scientific prajects such as the
iplanmed ISR missions bo look for life by study-

Wlmm"ﬁﬂf”ﬁ"h’m Indians to the Moon, maybe ity m:twwmnwlwm ffmnsp::‘“w
even build a base onits berap testeel, valldatcd
surface. Observing the in the space emvironment. This Inddi ot only
wnrksmhetmlduhmmﬁm a5 of Axiom’s efforts gic | i ensure the trlumphanl mlls.umn of
For India’s Gaganyaan mission, which aims I”"W‘- s bl » wlnaub-mmar g Gagarnyaan, but
including the they "Ilmwn de-  For it
dluem wehicle, the insigh anel the solutions i the cosmos, The stars, it seems, are in-
Axiom-4 are pmfoundly relevant, While they devise in developing and I.hthmnldmmr i gy wi b and Incia b o
15RO his distinctly national, the { thi IIII i d itioned to seize its 3
rI:gd—:;e;hmn s;nM ls1"1 ||1tq:mu:m:m>dulw- e the success of this mnsmn will insp rl;.alr:m § seize its moment,
will provide rare glohal space community becomes more in- - Thewriteris vice-chancelior and professor of
driven by th invaluable foresight for Tndia, A ighlight  Physics, Ashola University, Views are persanal

India's air defence, This s the missile systermn that India.
a fewr years agn despite the US threatening sanctions under CAATSA — a

transactions” with Russia, North Korea, or lran, India made it clear that it would proceed
vith the 5-4 the LS House carved out an Inclia-specific wadver.
A similar episode is playing out again, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte wamed this
ml: lhalwumlts like: Inedla, China, md Brazil could Face mndary amllamlflhc'y
continue doing with Russia, Th
tlona liill proposing a 500 per cent tariff on nations buying Russian goods, UG President
Tnmmsaldlhn week that the UGWdlmpou ImPuunlmnduyla
IFF Iwith Ukraine il not

The Ministry of E | Affai prebutial on Thursday — underli n
ergy e of the Inclian peopie are th pu) I

AT His OWN PACE

Fauja Singh is a reminder that we run not to escape life, but to embrace it

MILIND SOMAN

“double stanclards” -mwsasanmely reminder to the 'M.'al particularly Europe, of its
AN MANDEEVTES in pumulol’tnemyamml)\ Yes, India was quick to seize the oppor-

ch. lan oil after the West imposed pmcapsmdturmd
y i, But aa India's top crude supplier

tunity to

TODAY, THE WORLD grieves the loss of Fauja
Skngh, the indomitable “Turbaned Torpeda”,
Whe havee bost a legend, a man who didn't just
rum, but who rewrate the meaning of move-

domestic energy demand and stabilise prices, it is no secret that a il volume of

refined fuel, derived from the Russian odl imported to India, is ultimately exported o

Europe. A CREA repnr! noted that by Lite 2024, "capitalising on the refining loophole®,
af

Indhia the FU's | Furope al NG at

ment itself. Even writing down his age. 114,

Tt because be lived that wﬂl
I harve been greatly inspired by Singh's life,
especially his running tales. | had the honour

Penatlists [lamlhmn Im yw . s of meeting him years ago at the Mumbai

L Russia's war Marathon, | remember thinking that this was
pressure President Viadimir Putin into agreeing to a mﬂu In doing so, however, the someonewho didn't just defy age, he made it
LIS and NATO ris il Irrelevant, No grand philosophies, ne high-
anel il albed Pacific, The' Itbath Pcndlnelm tech training gear. Just discipline, simplicity,
for 5 in regh anda i

il Ieis high time the West engaged wi Jual partner. Petroleum e r-
cause we have k

Mlmerrwdﬂ.'psmhmsaldm Mhursday that there o WOITY because it was avoldable. He wasl:lllcdby a
i il MNew Dedhi

houl in fl path, even as the West seek terms,

PROBLEM WITH ANI

The internet has long been plagued by sexism. The GrokAl

person driving recklessly while Singh was
crossinga road near his home. Hisdeath shines
alight on a harsh truth: In kndia, pedestrians,
especially the eldery, face daily dangers from

n't-care-less attitude to drunken driving and
hit-anel-runs Singhdefied limies all his life, onby
o be fadled by a soclety that couldnt protect
hiem, His passirg mast not be inain — it must

8a " et

chub against

bodies by then. He chose to believe in his,
“Running showed me kindness and brought
me back tolife,” he shared, What | admired
most about him was not his stamina or
strength, but his spirit. He began running to
cope with sﬂeram'r losing his wifie and son.
He chose to move, one step at atime, until that

ticed. His journey culminated in llu: 201 1
Toronto Marathon, where he became the first
centenarian to finisha full marathon,

ﬁ:.u mlm and indiference,

India hass the spirit for running, But to be-
come a country that welcomes runners, it
needs more than marathons, It needs safer
streets, P and acultural
road, but as inspiring people who deserve to
maove freely and safely.

dlar:‘l;;.:runnm\'\m.u makesit mldlannt
the distance — it's the journey imwvard, With

His life was more than

T the world of fitness, we
tend to idolise young
achievers bursting with
speed and promise, but
Singh taught us to revere the
spark in the soul of an elder.
He even carried the London
Olympic torch in 2012,

Ical endurance. It spoke of resilience. Itre-
mingbed me, and everyone who watched his
turban bob along the route, that it is never oo
late to start exploring amything you love.

I the workd of fitness, we tend to idolise
young achievers bursting with speed and
promise, but Singh taught us to revere the
spark in the soul of an elder, He even carried
the London Qlymplc toech in 2012,

That'swhat running is. oL X

every ki you're not just moving
ward, you are also pecling back layers of fear,
cloubt, and fatigue, It's not about outrunning
others; it'sabout discovering the strength you
clichn't kenow you had,

Would | recommend long distance run-
ning? Absolubehy. Not just as.a sport, but asa
iyt ko yourseld, as a way to happiness,

Fauja Singh s a humbling reminder that
W ifie, bt brace |

raced the lockand, for awhile, beat 1 hope

ertion = but A And

That's what rnning is. Not
escape, not exertion — but
expression, A meditation,

Singh showed us how it could heal. Running
teaches you everything you need to know —

vesilience, joy, and pain, With

we himm ot just for his races, but
For the grace with which he lived. The disci-
pline of his days, the gratitucle in his words,

‘companion’ will only make regressive attitudes hardertorootout — become.acalltoaction forsafer mads stricter——— Anel Singh showed us howit  everymilehe age i kilometres, butin courage, We must carry
FRANKENSTEIN REDLIX it was not, but reports of one of the lawss and respect for cvery could heal. Running teaches - Bndalimiation; themindis. thattorch 1y running
launched by Elon Musk’s GrokAl describing the billonaire ashaving “more oo v devades ago, Singh reminded me you everything you need to nl:lun‘:nmamxl of bravery, Every runner
money neclose toth o trope fi that spart isn't about speed or medals — it's km.’.‘."_ "‘!“'“‘ parience, wha steps out of the door — especially The writer is a long-distance nmmer,
y Shelley That, however, P it H ol ruirni at i, joy, and pain, wamen, elders, and these without access 1o actorand mode)
posed by the GrokAl thi "
fior e, b andmated A nudt"md il -mdlmrhebll
lionaire after being promp 'Ihﬂy Japanese anime
Ofthe: Ani repy far mnmu'r Mu'.td)ulm‘ Nagged as po
: i Wabecuse s ot Jury 18,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
50 Inn]m that pubhrmm'yhrwd Big Tech o mlllmlmrmodllylhc heavily mendmd
P £ ‘Iyﬂlm i i ""“"]..ﬂl"uf KaNISHEA ‘CLUES' Bhopal gas disaster, said the Macdhya Pradesh — theArmy walled city
c i COMPUITER ANALYSE OF the “Kanishka® af abbhln!:mpeﬂeﬂv.‘ Hl.'sadh' Ih;:l o JH‘l‘)\;!'mﬂu'Dlmcl al
of these assistants were heavily eriticised for harmful g N A" adr- inguiry. w WOANES, T
‘missive’ or “eager-to-please” women, While Apple and Amazon added male personas in crafts digital W'w‘”mmim]m " as the govemme :'mmw‘:fﬁpwmmm
responst to the ouscry,allowing usecs a greater degree of cholce n how they interacted plunged into the Adantic anmza Thisfur-  and the technical experts required to assist in
L Vi " hei He al i ) Y T
nalCopilot.Ani servle usera'lves “sexier™ i | aviation cirches and s i DEADLY COLLAPSE
Froamm that moment of Big Tech, Ing of the coclepit voice recorder (CVR) .u lhe lssion’ i i | tl AT LEAST 38 persons are feared to have been
LLMs like crukbecam' “intelligent” by lrawllruthruugh vast amaunts of data, That Bhatiha Atoemic Research Centre. The analysisof killed and 42 others injured when an Army
theyy wideh the DFOR upeaumcd mn:luru of the air- AHMEDABAD VIOLENCE building under constriction collapsed near
) craft al seconds - : - Mkhnoos, about 34 km from Jrmm Eight bod-
dmum'nbed R’nuample a study of five pnpulal.LMszIahedanuneahuMddut FIVE PERSONS WERE ldllel and more than 20 jes have repoetedily been ecovered and the rest
agesting that Fernale applicants o ajob sk o ower pay than male ap- BHOPAL TRAGEDY PROBE ge-scale viol in weressl buriedunder thedebes The bulding
the P Ifthe interme ere- . % % d - Rariapnr - Thevie
atlnnslllw‘ will anly it harder the sexi: JUSTICE N K Singh, who is inquiring into the — areasof the iy, less than A0 hoursalfter — tims Maclhya Pradesh,

apnper.indlanexm - .
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We need to break free
of patriarchal clutches

Last weeks murder of tennis coach Radhika Yadav should make ws confront the patriarchal

prejudices that hold not just Indian women back from success, but the country as a whole

uccess can be fatal. Last Thursday,
25-year-old Radhika Yadav, a tennis
plaver running a small coaching
school, wasshot dead in Gurugram.
Her father, Deepak Yadav, confessed
tothe killing. The police said that
he killed his daughter over her refusal to shut
down her tennis training centre, Reports of the
confession state that he was being taunted for
“living off her income” and facing questi

rural study also found that most men estimated
that a majority of their community members
would consider them ‘bad providers' if their
wives worked outside the home for pay. This
illustrates the ‘male breadwinner norm,’ by
which men are expected to be the main earners
for their families. Women, on the other hand,
are largely seen as ‘emergency providers,”
according to demographer and sociologist AL
Sharada, who d to puzzle out India's

over her “character™; and since their family was
financially well-off, he felt that she need not run
her business, This motive has drawn gasps of
shockacross India, It revealsall toostarkly a
sinister reality that multitudes of women face—
the insistence that an adult daughter must for-
everstay under the family patriarch’s com-
mand, with noright to live on her own terms.
Inanother part of the world, two days after
Radhika’s domestic murder, 24-vear old Iga
Swigtek won the Ladi ngles title at Wimble-
dtm But thistime, the gleam of her trophy was
inder of how hard-fought such success
must be for so many of us back home. Thisis
not the first time a sport has lost an ambitious
Indian woman, Two vears ago, star wrestler
Sakshi Malik retired from the mat after India's
wrestling federation failed to address the ram-
pant sexual harassment faced by women wres-
tlers. The story of women being held back—vio-
lently, if need be—from success, freedom and
other worthy pursuits is largely the same in
most other spheres, formal work included. As
attitude gaps between urban and rural homes
are not always wide, village settings offer some
clues, According toa J-PAL study in 197 gram
panchayats in Madhya Pradesh, a majority of
surveyed women stated that their hushand had
the most say in whether they took jobs. This

trend of women doing paid work. Urban and
rural sub-trends vary, but the country's broad
picture has been dismal. The proportion of
working-age women in India who surveys
found were either employed or seeking work
has both risen and fallen over the past three
decades. Recent official data shows a recovery
and then drop in the labour force participation
rate of women, but what exactly has been going
on remains a big puzzle. Nobel laureate Claudia
Goldin's U-shaped curve would suggest a
decline in women working as incomes rise in
agrarian and early industrial settings, followed
b} arise led by modern jobs as aneconomy
de for socially dwomen to
take on wider roles, India is in various stages of
development, Our rural trend seems to track
classic old income sufficiency, while urban par-
ticipation appears driven by a mix that includes
liberal forces in favour of gender equity
Yet, as Radhika's case has shown, rigid social
attitudes are a factor we have not been able to
cast off. In global comparison, we have far too
few women in paid jobs. The question we must
ask ourselves is: How long will we let patriarchal
hold the country back? A male
dominated soci 1y is bad for the emergence of
oureconomy. And evidence of gender inequity
shows up much too often for comfort.
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Long haul: A national ropeway
policy would aid urban mobility

This towristy mode of transport can be integrated with transit systems to serve wrban commuders

tourist zones and decongest traffic,
Early pilots such as the
v and Shimla multi

Unlike DEFOT, HAM offers a more
balanced risk-sharing structure, with
the government funding a portion of

corrldors

it | structure, with
multiple government agencies like the

1l11sarlnmm-.(ll.ounw lnrm( [’lllh|l(‘
1 urban local bodi

KAVEREE BAMZAI
|5 & sendor journalist and head, advocacy,

* may not
y Designed primarily

for public transit rather than tou

HAM priorit; m

The Infravision Feundation.

wrban adoption. The 18K

modal i and last-mile

Limans m(lampma}' forexample, took a

nectivity over financial returns. [t scores

long timeto y l(n’l(‘-
cution, mired as i h

Overhead, v: Inlia muis

e
I | k{ahama
J\omsmunmlp(d

1971, ropeways
de of pub-
lic transport. L‘nmp.m-dlm aclitions

Parvatmala Pariyojana has sparked
interest, its foeus I8 largely on toursm
and hilly terrain, not urban areas. The

typleally 2,500 10

absence of a clear roadmap is reflected
nth - o

adopt a Na(hmllhspm‘u'a}' Maohility
Policy underthe ministry of housing

nm\mgnmml
Amirut, Smart Cltles and Gat
should clarif nstitutional
vindow approvals
v and design stan
(I:mb. States miust incorporate rope-
rhan mobility and develoy
ment plans, m(hl nifled Me

A ded

500 passengers per hour (for mona- 5 Transport

ble detachahl Aolas) limits th s prog i timodal |
From replaci thiy i L-;odun natonal safety ;
excel in 1i densi 34 { he desien-build-fi o lat

Last-mile connectlv

transfer (EFOT) muld ||'r\-nl pilot

b integrated with other public transit projects, such as the Varanasi ropeway,

networks, are heing developed under the hybrid
According to Rajaji Meshram of the annuity mosdel (HAM),

Infravision Foun " i

struction ranges from 1200 crore to EEE
600 crove, maklnhimnt-ul'(hn' QUICK READ
Ropeways offer an energy

efficient and cost effective
solution for India's urban mobility
needs. They can't replace metros
but areideal for medium-density

corridors and last-mile links.

fall short of prajected estimates acToss
5. hml]}'?[]'wlpmt mlal

India needs a national ropeway
policy that i ablecars

]-‘I;um'i:llly,mpt:
ified under the

mvestment, Ads
shewld be

tionally, ropeways
given access to the Urban
Fund, \A-lllr:h supyrts pilaot

inking funding
-slllp and emis-
sloms reduction will ensun

e

lion in public-private partner-
ship [H’M maosde over five years t iJI ;

with other infrastructure plans
o realize ther potential We also
need a regulator to ensure that
safety standards are met.

over ], 200km mJt:nglh.'J
provide cheaper connectivity i
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Withover halfof India expected to
live in cities by 2050, urban ropeways
need the right po port and a baold
shift in mindset to fulfil thedr potential,
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Human rights are
women's rights, and
women's rights are

human rights.

HILLARY CLINTON
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Learn to blink slowly if the fear of good times creeps up

NILESH JASANI

relentle:
he first fi

henmarkets and portfilios rise as

nf(hn eston astrange mixof untidy ma |l||

were honest about st

seope while the |II1'£ ml\mohu. IMANAgETs
1 . T protect their

]inl(larkns -.shrlnh-.ll.mwnhax arcls. [1i-

ons created space for doubt.

One great exceptiol
This measure of portfolio efficlency—
reward versus rlsk—Is treated
many o bt masks a subt!
ften you RLITE P

Ischread, [tisth

is.a Singapore-based
Innewathon investor for
‘Genlnnaov Pre Lid

Long-te

You read |

others o support an urge tolock in n'nll
holds feel brittle; slmrl ter

worse the Ist
ups and downs m:

Shary

things appmr more
wvalatile than the Iy are. And that's th
poin: volatility isn't just about the asset—its
about how often we choose tolook.

The result is misleading, A strong long-
term performer can look fragile when
viewed through a short-term lens. [trempts
managers o reduce daily swings, even at the
cost oflong-t returns, [t's not just about

yraham

‘on the vanishing marginof safety

Genrge Soros on reflexivity

wviction you hold, you can find the ghost of a
great thinker to support it. And another to

part,

the number. 1t's about what the number
encourages us to do,

Agents, incenfives and a mirvar: Now the
awkward part. The mismatch between thosse

hen read
or every con-

Consumer behs
This isn't just abo

four I-. Ihlm;,l written,

even ifitmeans dulling
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fucts. The result i Al worked wonders in | diagno drug discovery, climate man-
mdannhemed(mul(hmlnlmulm,vnbll ra. But in the GenAl agement, 1 rlal sci
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There is another way to
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QUICK READ

Learn to blink slowly; In the end, I'm as
mortal as the next price-addled soul. Twill

rofr!--.hlhmﬂt again against my better

Judg
human. Tofeel th

. To watch the ticker is to be
1 of fear and greed as
dable. The diff

It's human tostay glued toticker  of our g‘u
tapesof asset prices andworry  gaze.
about short-termrisks butitcan by a third—not because

Thope, is that afterwards, T will close the lap-
top and pick wp a research note on genera-

prote 1}

lead to excessive risk hedging but
and an obsession with squashing arrive
wolatility evenifitdullsreturns.  before th fully
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oung analyst,
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mon form, A fund'smission demandsa tele-

However, there's also theroar

trates half the product
of nnovation against the ticker dati the
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tape’s tyranny. Blinking slowly
could help investment managers.
absorbatech-driven future
that's unfolding ever faster.
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travel bookings begin
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like an antidote.
Invest in busines:
daily drama.

ing lomg before the alarm sounded, We can't
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A nationwide GST identification
mandate can simplify the regime

India showld relieve businesses operating across the country of the need to comply with multiple sub-national GST systems

are msocated with Pune Intemational Centre, a
think tank.

D goods and sepvices tax (GST), which
recently comploted elght ye

||||'x W hile s miat e
i lebeal value added tax (VAT system, the
I seruet e bed (o g eomgrs.
T system comprising
STand Inte
ystem, the Centre
anwd st e governments have concurrent authority
b tax thee comsumptlon of goocds and services based
o the principle of inchdence ot destination, fneon
trast with the previous inclivect tax reglme, which
Tl an orlgin-hased taxation approach,

While the uniformity of SGST laws across states
hias pedducedd compliance complexities com pared o
the VAT veghine, challenges remaln, Busbne:
with a paneldia presence sUllneed mulipk
registrations and must mar ¥
rately for cach s
veturn Mlings. [hL‘-IIAL.!l nted appronc
soe 0f the administrative burdens of the ¥
desplte the procedural standardizatbon.

Compliance buriden: The Indian GST framework,
aften re ferred (o as 0 one natlon, one 1’ system,
has unifled tax rates across states and Undos
boreles (LTT), eliminating ot her tases on godds i
services under s scope, While this standardiza.
o stmplifles the tax strscture, businesses that
aperate across multiple siites or UTs, as men
Uasinind] abervis, aie pecuilrod o olstalin sopar:
Telemtficatbon Numbees (GSTING) for each state
LT el Al inadividdual G returns by uslg sepa
vate v enarmes and passwords for each jurdsdic
15 led Lo complex compliance proce
el i netablbe increase in related costs, espe-
clally due tothe extensive reconelliations needed
‘monthly and annal basis, P

erore, There
taxpayers and eventually o basiness-to-con
sumer (B20) transactions, Onee fully imple
mvented, vy Bl dhowild be eliminated. This
v would significantly reduce the compli
Tinrclin for pyers and streamline opeeation
o
tmes for transport vehleles and
Improved efMetency n the sup
ply chain,

N 20 The Unbon govern

w plans to extend this requirement ta

place-of-supply rules amd ¢ aptured through

e-lnvedclng. Swch a framework would eliminate

Wi mweeed For an Integrated GST aclminkstr
s bevels ol governments under e

avallabile,

(1 1]
QUICK READ

T thiks context, Jessons can be

Incka's goods and service

il from thee expe rlenee of

O rsother Troat, the contral government ks
working o address inter-governmental setilement
Issues redated to 1GST, Between Apeil and July
204, exeess 16 ocatbons amounting to
R G580 crowe were mide 1o cortaln states, To
resolve this, an Internal committes has b
tha ds chiabred by the additional secret
the Centre and comprlses offle

el recently unvellsd plans to
Introduce PAN 2.0, an upgraded
version of the longstanding Per
manent Account Number sys
team used by the Income
department is i unlgue
Iddentifier,

P

state and central governments, This paned alms (o

and sereambine ogser

has proven complex despite
ol simplificaton
1se compliance
requirements and lower the
costimposed on businesses,

the Unii

ncross all |

With e-imvaicing and PAN 2.0
nitiatives, asingle all-India GST
identity can eliminate the need  w

other federal countrles such as

where asingle
number ks used foroperations

Inihel

s o n
ermlrate and import
Tewst dhiee sl For s

Tstisbn s and eltizens alike, fer s
The revamped system will
levirage slvaneed technobsgy

vevlew the IGST mechanbsim and develop strate
hes fowr recovering these excess transfors. These
developments highlight the eperatbonal complexl
thes and financlal implications associated with the toenhance efficlency, Integrate
Implementation ol GST, despite s overarching AN s asbighe dentifler for specifed business
goal o ereating o unified tax system. activities and ntrodeee a unifed postal Forall
E-imvaicing: The GST compliance process Is PAN-related services, This presentsan |
lavgely cightized, with e-lnvolelng noaw marndat 3 o lisl i
Foor all bagsiness-to-business (B2E) transactlons o o||| uthng across India, Under this system,
Laxpayers with

te-wise registration and veglatration n each emirate.

make revenuse sharing easier Inelia's nest GET Couneil

AMONE Warious governments, st i shalid dllscuss this e
el aspect aswell, slnce

sueh stmplificat lon steps for

could significantly ease opertional challenges for

businesses and reduce admindsirative overheads,

ey thusli growth by creating a

x il mare effic u-numllms.lm-m i |-|||||) L reghine,

cation can oocur seamlessly at the back-end, using These are the authors’ personal plews,

nnial turnaver exceeding 15

India’strade pact with Asean is
becoming a casualty of tariffs

That New Delhi views Asean as ‘Chinas B-team’ speaks velumes

s & Bloomberg Opinlon columinst

sstlll Far from clear what LS President
Loy Truenp's tarilfs will eveniually
Bl e, But the pressures they will put
on stable rading relationships—even
thase that don't directly invelve the Us-
are alreacly visible,

Thes between Indla and the 10-member
Assoclation of Southeast Aslan Nations
(Asean) are already fraying: The two past
ners e bedng pruastved into different camps
] the free-trade agreement ey signad
1 2000 consld becoms an unexpected vic
thin ool thee turm il

el m

@ J

REIGN MINISTERS” MEE
AND RELATED MEETIN

KUSBILA LUMPUR, 8 - 11 JULY 70,

Trump's tracle palicy reset is driving India
and Asean further apart, e

For countries like India, it's an even
greater fear, ndla's commerce minkster
wsed a bit of Iy when he
described Asean. a's Beteam,” T)
may Bave been impalitle but peehaps noo
enthrely unjustifie

New Dedbd has been trying toupdate iis

K (FTA) with Asesan for

Trump's polbcies mdght | I
b canise ol this e, but, as always, China's
miasslve manulaeturbng evereapacity s at
the heart of the problem, Even i necoun
ey hnowswhiat US rtes they orothers will
face, everyone can be reasonably sure that
vl o Lot T e Pespli's Hepuls
L will B among the highest, Unfortu
nately, this also means that there's a blg
Incentive tobelp Beding game e sysiem
enenngh that we all trust each othe

My A conntres
pheased ot the thought that duties on e
espmarts Wl Bee Dowwerr Eha on these ol of
Chdnae They ve all been searehing foraway
o regain a sliver of competitiveness and
this might help, But the same nathons ane
alsce o liele seared, They Fear o Nood of
unclerprieed Chinese goods, onee meant
for the US, will inundate thelr Redgling
manufacturing sectons,
ot that's already hippening o an
al policymalwrsare reponding.
s Intredueed antl-dumplng
o elndds of Chinese steel;

Huit, fowr som
possdhilicy thi
v Tromm an enemy o @
conintry Uit rermaling lntegs

willls contlel, I wanted, become a locatlon
For thee trans-shiprment of goods, lnstead of
paying the higher China bevies, lmgso
wold pay lowes omes imposed on the thind
country—and share a bit of the take with
Tosen] pastmers,

TartTarkdivage could become as profit
Tl B 0 e Phatioe s Dvberost e arkul e i
Thi maore countries that impose
:mu|I|:m|mu.ell|u|-wnl']ll: Ahe moee

seesslinl trans-shipper would
[Iu-l 8, forone, s already very con

cerned th b this
vonte—which Is why Tramp's tr |
with Vietsam included a clase thy

ny
goods suspected of belng trans ~Iu||p-ml
wontled pay deahile kT

Pree trade ag

awhibe, lis particular focus has been 1o
Hghten niles-of-origin requirements— e
way I whileh you ensure thit a free eadae
agrecmment only beneflts lncal producersin
Dot counirdes, not those shipping goods
that artglnmte elsewlere,

Tnllan ofMiclals foel (s .\w.mh.n.lu-m
going slow on these discusslons, M
whilee, news brekie bn May that |Iu-|.hx Tt
expunched e scogse of its parallel FUA with

' Tibeverd it indouble-guick
n|1,|||[|_|llmh¢m||. started in Nowem
whileh pabseca few eyelirows in

hi,

Some in India, possibly inclwding lis
commerce minlstry, now seem to think
that tarkIT-Tress trade with Southeast Aslals
thesame as openlng your market o China
That lsa't true—aor, at ang ot vet, But
the Bt fsthat menbes states shmply ane
Aok enough to reassaere thelrothertrd
Inigg gkt neies, dne b g Lo

Tewonbd bea nightmare for most coun
teles, Inclugding [ndia, 17 closed-olf bloes
were Lo R apen i
tem, Yot Trump's trace polie
when combined with China's overcapacity,
are b v the

Ay country that wants 1o trade with
both sides of the divide—which,
many in Southeast Al would pre
alsos needd o e i
goods it s exporting and how much value
has been added domestically, In oth
uan~. '8 Asean's mowve. s memberswill
puprand glve most of thedr trade
partmers, net just Indias and the US, o

learly

cheaver view [nto thelr supply chalns,
Tl US I8 elenrly worrded (hal some
countries will evace its tarlifs, Those con

corns will b shaved, especially by India,
New Delhl seems to belleve that, iIfworld
tradde bhoes form, then Asean has already
chosen s side—and It won't be the one
thiat Inehia prichs.

s tmpossibile without trest and
o work o
CHLOOMBERG

|
these two partners will ha
vebanlle 11

A Ineblan offices, humour can feel
like comtrabiand, Hierarchbes rn deep in
warkplacesand speaking o freely can foel
risky, But humour, when offered with sin-
cerily, candowhat manuals forget, It makies
leaders relatable. In high-pressure meet-
Tggs, a light remark can open conve
that might otherwise get missed
vermeamber they are nol Just roles on an onga-
gl wit b them amid the unpredictabile | nlzational o bt peropdewhio can lugh
s ol g o And muaybae that Bswha togeethier before gerning to the sk st hand,
we rlak losing now as curated perfection Marketers of well-known brands have
tered photos and soclal media feeds that | replaces candour and every word Teels | understood this for
never end, we seem 1o have misplaced | welghed by unsee yiears, Papad ani Co
something that wasonce soordinary that It el baugh weingonapark | C nl.nn playful rivalry,
Barely needic me. Humour, i, Nothee hiow postures solten, [ EMW and Mercedes
Thinkback to tha el splrits 1, Thislsacteally | exch

Inaworkd ohsessed
5 out of exlstence,
ly insists it is alrght o be
T Tradlitbonally, Inchian humous kveel
imperfection. Folk stories, street plays and
Ballywonod comedies all found warmth in
the hewo whao stumbled and the friend who
Taughad at his own expense. Flumour was
never about mocking others so much as

about humour toda
with paolishing
hnimone g

SRINATH SRIDHARAN &
NISHCHAL JOSHIPURA

ave you notioed it too? That qulet
absence I the spaces hetween work
meetings or in those late-night
serolls through your phone. Somewhere
Between quanierly reviews, perfecily 11

are, nespectively, a Ingwhere

|\u|||;.nln-u-m|ul=s.

corponste advisor and uﬂ'luml quiph o everyone breathe | healing, Sence haslong hacked what | and Amul's tongue-in- haaman ina world th

aithor ol 'Famiy and he argument at home that ended | we [m-l In |I|.uw NS l.nulm-rwmw cheek billboards never  transactional, helps us cope with
Dhara’; and lead, private nal m s.lh o but n shared lughter, The | stress, gt hess I el these beane 1 stress and offers perspective
equity and M&A, &1 sting of & sharp remark softened by agrin | pesspective, helplog us remember that nul Privolous, They made  when nothing else fits

Mishith Desal Associates. and witty lne offered at just the right | every burden mst becarded insilence, them seem human,
T 1 those maoments, It Is also quietly magnetic, Match.com | Global names speak ina
oonabider yourself for Yourbelong to | Tound that more than nine out ol 10 singles | language we

look for someonse who can make them | nbee when 1)
laugh, Belng funmy |s not enly charming,
Tt sy comforting because it hints at pe
spective. And perspective, more sften than
nof, ks what keeps us balanced,

a shrinking group that stll remembers
& more than entertainment,

Yer, it remmaing a way ofbelng, ifanything,

it may b e valuable thn ever,

here Is something almosi rebellious

more t
amusement, 1i ¢

1 oMty

i aEEn
QUICK READ

It's not an indulgence

has all the humour vanished?

Brands have understood its
power and used itwell without
seeming frivolous, And leaders

candeploy it too, Mot jus
make themselves relatable
rlis but also to ease tension

onir culiveral memory scross tme, Proverbs,
Bl anel jobies maede in Family chats keep

ness cpuotes while staying up long pest mid-
nbght, or even orse| Iue.m.:hlngluun-«xlu
tHemuson S

sharedd language allve, even when geneea-
inns disagres on almost everything else,
Humour becomes the soft theead that

s forget that humeour often grows
strongest in adversity. Think of roadside

vendors trading jolkes under a punishing | hesi
anxdety of belng misunderstood amd the risk
of evoldng ouirage e
Tiuemwsur's lightmess, Where laughter once

sumnora crowded traln compa
o OVeE
ment, 1t s ot be
Tifie bs sy, 11 15 b
humour shared with
SLPANgers (s sometimes
the only lusury everyone
carn alTowrd, nthose small
moments, laughter
beconmes an o
Perhaps hume
ters most when it helps
usseelife's small contra-
dietions withoa

irtrment break-
|

t keeps us
-an feel

But where

bltter, The neighbour
who complains about
o nolse yet plays deva-

el mushe ot daws
Trbend who posts well-

El

vorws what makes us i

rernbnds us ol whese we come from and who | st

wirwere, even aswe keep moving forward, | w
W

tomal, It helps s cog 1, and
offers perspective when nothing else |'I 15

pat- | sommehow fati
that ridiculous meme, Share
pokes funat yoursell, Kotkee
nibies o yowar e
those aroumd you tobe lmperfec

Laughter cannot solve eve uhlnu Yo, It
makes solutions easler to reach. And it
T n|||||u|n|s.|o|:|lu-u-uw-lwajmq.|I|||I1-In-u.
serlously,

1y by Mondkay moening, Humour gently
and reminds
it we e il glorlously Inconslstent
el might just be worth a smile,

Dresplte all this, the age that promised
Ereater connection sometimes n

ikees s
ate, The fear of offending others, the

all welgh down

s, chwecks selland

vy g o bt it becomes
Hivtle less alive, So, watch
story th
e small bro-
Iy grinel. Alleww yousrsel Fand
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DIS/AGREE
THE BESTOF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

Ina country of vast linguistic diversity, should
those who live and work in other states learn the local language?

Language issue
is a distraction

Linguistic divisions have got an alarming
amountof air time and newsprint, while our
garbage-laden streets are sinking in the monsoon

f:

:Ll-'.IiIER IKALA

1N ANOW viral videa from April, an auto
driver in Bangalore can be heard argu-
ing with a female passenger to speak in
Kannada. His tone is almost menacing
and he eventually explodes and
screeches, "Bengaluru belongs to
Kannadigas!” Sure en  the simmer-
ing anger against outsiders Nourishing
inthe Silicon Valley of India found echo
elsewhere: At a DMart in Mumbai's
Viersova, a staffer very politely told a cus-
tomer that he could speak in Hindi, not
Marathi. Atwhich point, members of the
MNS roughed him up, In the disturbing
clip, the young man is seen cowering,
halding his ears, This is how easy it is to
sow discontent, And then, all you need
to do is slyly record some obnoxious
people raving and ranting at other angry
people, demanding they bearn the local
language (or else | Next step, post it
anline. And voilal Just like that, a clev-
erly spun palitieal narrative has regions
waging a manufactured war against
each others' languages, the debate
spreading dangerously,
on Linkedin, Reddit
and YouTube.

Hindi-medium school, because he
couldn’t understand the lectures at the
Delhi College of Engineering. He had to
teach himself the language of instruc-
ton one word at a time, but most of us
aren't Vijay Shekhar Sharma, We would-
n't be able to manage it even if we tried
Because learning any new language is
painstakingly difficult, Besides, Sharma
upped his prospects by learning English
but the reverse isn't true, Unless some-
one's working in regional cinema, there
are questionable benelits to learning
Marathi or Tamil {other than the fact that
disgruntled locals won't get aggressive
with you). The expectation, that busy

€ R Sasikumar

[t masks a
deeper anxiety

Language forms the basis of culture
and identity. Lumpen politics aside,
concerns should not be dismissed

AAKASH JOSHI

Language h af Iemian idertity, and
1o iamperwith that & either poetry or treason.”
Eagleton

U‘.'ERTHEU\STLImdn or s, there has been

adults caught up with eking out a living
and the hundred other mundane chores

o perform, must now alsolearn
the language of the city we work in, is
unfair, and frankly, impossible,

OF course it's painfully obvious this
isn'tactually about Marathi versus Hindi
versus Tamil, It's the old tactic of provok-
ing conflict where none exists, to distract
the public from other serious economic
problems plaguing this country: Propup
Hindi as a link language; create an irra-
tional fear that repeated attermpts to pro-
maote Hindi in non-Hindi-speaking
states will finish off the mather tongue,
But languages only fade away when peo-

political conversation.
Issues that plagued India at the time of
Independence hav.l leymmlnd r.lrlmm

hacl ivohveri ot i tha brory b

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The children of Gaza have the same rghts as children anywhere - to water, ta
GUARDIAN

fondd, v shielter, to education, to play, vo hope, w joy. To life.”

—=THE

When every
question counts

InParliament, Question Hour is among the few
tools still available to hold the current
government accountable

LZERO HOUR

BY DEREK O'BRIEN

THEMONSOONSESSION of Parfiament be-
s next week, Thedates were announced
A5 days ago. Unusual. Normally, schedubes
for Parliament sessions are put cut 18-20
days Inadvance, The reason for the eary an-
nouncement of dates for this Monsoon
Session, by a skittish NDA government, is
simple: Aveld a Spcml Smmn ul'
Parliament and del, ok

Brittas's {CPM ] question was on the inte-
grated scheme for school education The an-
swer showed that Rs 2,152 crore was allo-
cabeel for Tamil Naclu, Rs 1,746 crome allocated
for West Bengal, and Rs 329 crore for
Kerala, Nofunds were released toany of the
three states,

Vacancies in Kendrya Vidyalayas: [n
respanse to Ramji Lal Suman's(SP)question,
the Union government replied that as of
December 2024, therewere 8977 vacancies
in Keneriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, of which
TA14({83 per cent) were for teaching posts,

Ma K Gopinath's(INC)
question on manual scavenging revealed
that 430 deaths ocourred due to hazardous
cleaning of sewers and septic tanks between
2019 andd April 2025, Consicer this: Manual
scavenging has been banned in India
alnu- ma.

Sabha and Rajya Sabha whcn.- hard ques-
tions on Pahalgam, Poonch, and Rajouri
hawe to be answered. In the forthcoming
session, inwhat format will this discussion
e held? This government has shied away
from allewing even one discussion pro-
posed by the Opposition [under amy rule)
since December 2023, A dubbous record,
‘What canwe look forward tonthe upoom-
Ing 21-clay session?

For Narendra Modi anc his tearm, there
is no running away frem answering 21
hours of questions in each House this ses-
ston. A total of 42 hewrs. Question Hour, for
60 minutes a day, puts Union ministers in
thie ot seat, Thisy are obliged (o reply, ei-
ther orally on the Aoor of the House | starmed
questions), or in writing {unstarred ques-
tions), On average, nine questions are an-
swered arally on the Noor of Parllament

ks: Sanjeev Arora [AAP)
suught details on cyberattacks that target
India’s critical sectors (banking, healthcare,
energy, andothers), The government gave a
composite figure which showed that be-
tween 2020and 2024, there have been over
75.86lakh cy bersecurity incidents, A 76 per
cent increase in 2024 compared to 2020,
| Frausds: In an answer o Neeraj
Dang’s { INC)question, the government an-
amrcd that from 2022 10 ZDZJ.thc nm-
(digital nt had increased
by 334 percent. In rupee value, the ise was
A25 percent {from Rs 277 crore in 2022 to Rs
1457 in 2023 ).

Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM): The PM-
KUSUM scheme was kaunched to provide
energy and water security to farmers.
Bagrang; Manchar Somsanc’s NCP-SP ) ques-
tion rcw:.\lc:l that out of the I:H:IO

every day, and over 400 guestions recehve
tion-states across the world ane |UUJIdch|| written rephics d.uly
that principbe, aned. ived decline of lan With i impar-

uw@nmmnmrdru the sidelining of entire
cultures, This isas true of France and Germany
as it bs of Tamnil Nadu and Maharashtra. And
wihile it is casy to blame the migrant at the
margins for this decline, it is perhaps more
impartant to kook at the elite — the software
engineer, the corporate executive, the college
professor, the journalist,

Thee class that oocupies the gated commu-
nity, whose children go te "international”
schools, wherdanot live inthe city but above i,
Tirneds Hitt e vise Foe the “Socal " unless, of cowrse,
it's bocal, organic, " pmdu:r"].‘rlm s not neo
essarily awilful act. Acondh

Horthe past
one-anc-a-half w.m Question Hour s one
of the lew tools still available in our parlia-
mentary democracy to hold this govern-

energy-hased power plants, 431 MW Im
been instalied; that is, only 4. lgcru-n:
Loan write-offs: Amra Ram (CPM)
asked a question on loan write-offs by
scheduled commercial banks. The answer
amod that between WM and 2023, loans
161

ment accountabibe, Here are 12 g
asked in the Budget Session of Padiament,
2025, Each answer from the government
tellsa story.

Atal Pension Yojana: The reply to
Mallikagjun Kharge's [INC} question on the
Axal Perston Yojana revealed that over 111
crore accounts have been closed since the
xiu-mc’s Inception. From 1 October 2022,

cheme's nules were revised and income

cultural and social factors isat play here,
Let's start with a counterfactual. Wy is

there no politics around migrants, beyond the

stray statement, :n l(ullut.u'l.’lmlty has its

tl.uiummcmlalIn.\dclm‘:.\tlrl.’dmv;mnd
Tederal polity, The question of "Hind impasi-
tion" is u’h.mnsur It Islk‘ulumml.ullpu

litical,

share of migr. ing state

and yet, Bengali continues to be the most
commonly spoken language and the lan-
isage urthc workplace and marketplace, A

There s, however another® Imgu.\gc
tion™, Ith.\sbccnhlj.rlwdhyalumpcllcmpty
politics that seeks to “impose” Marathi,
Kannada, ete, through simplistic policies and
violence agaknst those who cannot retaliabe -
shopkeepers, migrant workers{rarely white-
mllarumuhuuuhlmmmlmﬂwmrm.ﬂ

ple stop speaking in them val

For that to happen, it takes decades, if
notcenturies. Even then they don't van-
ish. All that happens is that the mother
tongue becomes a sece
ond language, for the
most pragmatic of rea-

tacks by amen-

Ibers are the most egregious examples of this

p.mx'lﬂal wur!dvlm In tlur utragc .\galmt
", thou htbe

ighowe m
of a deeper question: What
does the migrant owe to the
ity that becomes a home

likely fon ks that the city's elite con-
thrues to speak Bangla, at home and in the
warkplace. That thcutynl!crs icw uppmtu

tax payers were made ineligible o be en-
rolled in the scheme,

PM Internship scheme: Prakash Chiko
Baraik's [AITC) question revealed that in

were writ-
tenoff, uutu{ I\S?ur:m»wrruﬂm
industries and services,

Malnutrition: Rajeev Rai (5P) and
Hanuman Beniwal (RLP) asked about chil-
dren suffering from malnutrition, The an-
swerstated that two outof fve childrenup
o five years of age who are enrolled in
Angamwadis and registered on the poshan
tracker of the Ministry of Women & Child
Development ane stunted in India.

Indebtedness of farmers: Your colum-
nist (AITC) questioned the gove rmment on
the Im!sumdcl:tl:umd(mm Imr

Phase | af the scheme, only 28,141 appli
had accepted internships out of the
127 lakh opportunities published, A mea-
mﬂz percent.

replytoa
Priyanka Chaturvedi {Shiv Sena-UBT), the
mmrmmnt stated that 619 routes were op-

nities at the topof the val
alisation may alus contribute to this. Bengali
is mot, at least in the minds of Bengalis, a “lo-
cal” language. Most people (elite or other-
wise) who spend more than six months in
Kolkata end up with a passing fluency be-
catise it b in thelr interest to do so.

In Mumbai and Bengaluru, this is not
the case. In offices, English and even
Hindi are enough to make
dlon. 5o too in bars, restau-
rants and airports. Does

A puzzling binary is
at play: To defend your
language, you must re-
Jeet all others. The irony
is, for all this posturing
on linguistic pride, if
somebody were to olfer
these injured regional
patriots a magic potion
of immediate English
fuency, it wouldn't take
them a microsecond to
kiss their mother tongue
goodbye, And for good
reason. Since Inde-
pendence, English has

Tordefend your language,

v must reject all
others, The irony is, for
all this posturing on
linguistic pride, if
somebody were to offer
these injured regional
patriots a magic potion
of immediate English
flueney, it wouldn't take
them a microsecond to
Kiss their mother
vongue goodiye,

sons: Progress. People
want maney, They want
to do better, A local di-
alect restricts work life
toa 50 km radius, Cross
the state border, the
script changes, To ex-
pand one's opportuni-
ties, there's really no
choice but to move
way beyond one’s
owm history,

It doesn't need to be
said that when living in
adifferent state or coun-
try, one should pick up

ane aworkplace? More im-
partanthy, is kearning the “lo-
cal” language something that
i, inand of isclf, desirable?

Itis easy to profile” most
migrants whocome tolndia's
megalopolises. They are, ina
very real sense, economic
refisgees. Labour-exporting

IEwell-being is seen
merely as aladder that is
imore wolating with cach

g, the haves hive no
reason to engape with
anything outsice their
bubble. Such a narrow
life impeverishes
No

that mean, however, that
people who live in these
cities - particularly the
rich = should remain aloof
and unconnected ?

Ina recent article ["The
Millennium Village', [, uly
16), Sanjay Stivastava argued
that one of the reasons for
Curugram'spoorurhan plan-
ning is that "urban life in
Gurugram is largety organ-
Ised through the idea that
there s no public except that
which belongs to one's fam-
iy, caste and class eirouits”,

been the language of
progress,  sidelining
those who don't have ac-
cess to it Officlal government business,
court work, billings and transactions
would be very difficult, if not impossi-

common courtesies in
the local language. It
wasn't  just  Walt

states such as Uttar Pracesh, e
Jharkhard, Bihar and West  Cultures and citi
Bengal are, as a corollary, the language shoukd be
poorestand withsomeofthe — jmposed. However,
m&mﬂ:ﬁ?m learning a lanpuage
migrants fortm the vast any apens up aworld,
oflabour that keeps ourcities

running They are the security.

mmd;.thc Hck;hm Llflwm

‘Whitman who contained i
maost of us do, Indlans reach adulthood
pmud ulthclrmulnl:ngual backgrounds,

ble, without English, Instinctively, every
Inddian toiling away in the mest far-flung
corner of this country knows the way
out of grinding ebscurity is learning
English. It"s been sald repeatedly, lately,
that India doesn't have a "connecting
language", Realistically, English is the
pan-Indian language that some dream,
wrongly, that Hindi might become,
Because, everyone is in full agreement
that to improve one's prospects, you'ne
Better off speaking it than not.

When it's so evident that upward
mobility depends on English proficiency,
it was deeply unsettling to hear the
Home Minister declare recently that a
day will come when Indians whao speak
English will feel "ashamed"” to do 5o,
That's simply not true. The founder of
PayTM has saicl in interviews what a dis-
advantage he was at, having gone to a

mave easily b using
English at worl, Hindi with friends and
Punjabi wuthagranr.lpamnt Pmun.uly

who paint | fhirni-
tures Forthewell-hecled  theycook, clean and
raise children. In fact, the availability of this
cheap labour allows upper-midd be-class cou-
ples the hary of two incomes,

. Pnrthlwmmr)\wlwthﬂw not ko le leam
1 "5 ot

This bogic of separation ap-
pliesasmuchtoelice migrants
astothe Tocals”, The essence
of this argurment can be extended to Linguage
aswell. If 1D‘|i| .mdccunum wrll-bcnmu

Ing with each rung axrndcd thc hmslmr

bubhlr Su:h an.muw Ili: however, impover-
onomies,

Teve Urdu. lts poetic and
ithes transport one into a different realim,
Learning it is an absorbing hobby, but it
serves no practical purpose, Our anees-
tral glories and interests must be ex-
plored in a private capacity, Any impeo-
sition of a language on a 10=hour shift
worker is unfair because that preclous
time could be used skilling up in snmr
ather way, As citizens and professi

but necessity. In cities like Delhi, where the
lingua franca of the wur!e:ng class is Hindi,
there is no ion: Even the

Nul.m;mg: shuuldhr forced dovwn any-
one's throat, However, keaming a language

Bcns.\lu:s Bcns.\ll manages m:ummunlmc

In Bengalun
and chmmk Iearning the language is harder
Tor thase from the Indo-Cangetic plain, butof -

iverse and a woekd It makes you
p.mulapmplc.mt]mtmw!wmﬂm
aliving in a place, In turn, the migrants can
participate in and expand the worldview of
thepcuplcwhunmwlr.k-rthmwluulumh
There are certainl [l I"‘I"knﬂ.

lunder IDWN, of which 48 per
cent are nof- upcratlunal oW, 14 n:u.n-s

"“"n“‘ ll e lln
a\-crqgc amount of outstanding loan per
agricultural househokd was Rs 74,000, The
highest levels of debt were in Andhra
Prachesh (Rs 246 Lakh), followeel by Kerala
(s 242 |akeh), Punjab (s 203 lakh ) Haryana
(Rs L83 lakh ), and Telangana (Rs 152 lakh].

The \-\-Hm‘iﬁ ledfmdn'a\llhldh

hacl b

pl ongress [ ry Pty
tion of three years. Adiditianal research: Ayashman Dey,
Samagra Shiksha scheme: John Dheemunt fain

CONTENTIOUS DRIVE

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘A much-
needed prunkng' (1€, July 171 1tis lucki-
crous to claim that Bihar voters gave a
“thambs-up” to the ECI's contentious
SIR just because booth-level officers
found lakhs of voters on the rolls who
are either deceased or have migrated.
The assertion that the BLOs personally
reached out to 7 crore votersin sucha
short time ralses severe concerns
about the exercise’s integrity, Reports
fromn the ground have found BLOS fill-
ing out and signing enumeration
forms in bulk themselves. The BJP
should not involee “national security

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NEED FOR RESPECT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Act of
disrespect’ (IE, July 170 1t highlights a
matter of grave concern: The house ar-
rest of an elected Chief Minister ina
state with a long history of internal dis-
turbance, This is particularly serious
Eiven its occurrence on Marty rs’ Day,
which holds immense importance for
Kashmiris, Sheikh Abdullah notably
dedicated his memolr, Aatish-e-Chinar,
to the martyrs, It is worth noting that
Sheikh Abdullah is reported to have
spent more tme incarcerated in inde-
pendent India than during princely
rube. Rrstnrlm; peace and, more eru-

and interest” every ime it

chally, f dence and mutual

the wrong foot,
Iamal Laddha, ergalun:

TIME TO ENGAGE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘An
intent to repair’ (IF, July 17} §
Jaishankar's wisit to China marks.a sig-
nificant shift in New Delhi's relations
with Beijing. A lot of water has Nown
under the bridge since the 2020
Galwan clashes. Jaishankar has made
itvery clear to Wang Yi that Inclia ex-
pects China to be sensitive to its core
of terrorism and Pakistan.

ten, they pick up the wurklng_' _' |

we need to worry about the kind of IsA
sues that dominate publie discourse,
These linguistic divisions have got an
alarming amount of air tme and
newsprint, while our garbage-laden

etk riyr F——

pecially
erniment schoals,absoterd bo pick upthe lan-
suage of thelr cities.

The anger over “outsiders” not learning
thrlucal language = beyond crass politics =

streets are sinking in the

Thee weriter is director, Hutkay Films

f adeeper andety, Language
Is arguably at the root of the most important
and primordial identity, Incian states and na-

of time and money - ~in leaming a new lan-
suage, especially asan adult. However, the no-
tion that the many tongues that make up
Inchia's tapestry are superfluous,of little value
to the English-spealdng elite, is a fenction of
the gated-community ethos. But a gate does-
't just bkeep peogde out. It boses you inas well.

ankosh joshidexpresindiacam

i T | g — T

At a time when the world is deeply
polarised, and especially after the
US's threat of imposing sanctions on
countries that buy ol from Russia, it
makes all the mare sense to engage
with China,

Bal Gavind, Nolda

respect, are p«u:csscs that demand
years of dedicated elfort.
Nsmail Wafa, Maigion

PRUNING HISTORY

THIS REFERS TO the reports, 'Class 8
nevy book fags “Brutality” of Mughals,
with no-blame disclaimer (IE, July 16)
and 'New Class 8 book chapter o colo-
nial period skips Tipu Sultan, Anglo-
Mysore wars' [ TE, July 17), The ongoing
revisions to NCERT's social science text-
books raise serious concerns. Such
changes, without adequate context,
may misbead rather than educate. Tipu
Sultan and the Anglo-Mysore wars are
signilicant episoces in India’s colonial
history, Their mluunn appcmlrs;.\n
acadernic dec il e
pruning of the historical narrative,

Rahul Gauw, Gurugran:
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How scientists detected a colossal merger of black holes

AMITABH SINHA
MNEW DELHI JULY 17

SCIENTISTS HAVE reported the discovery of
gravitational waves from the mrrgernl two

of Relativity in 1915, Howesver, it was only in
2015, excactly 100 years later, that scientists
were able to detect these for the first ime.

This was thanks to the Laser
Interferometer  Gravitational  Wave
Observaiony (IGO0 T rwndﬂlrdmsmthﬂus

black biggest st

with ext sensitive which

beenohserved ina black hole mergerll dave,

Although rare, black hole
mergers are some of the most
spectacular events in the uni-
verse, releasing a massive
amount of energy that is prop-

itational waves,
Much like the

can detect gravitation waves,
Sinee then, scientists have

Ex p LA' N E D discovered gravitational waves

from hundreds of cosmic

events,
agated toavery lange distance through grav- The new findings The supermassive black hole in the
lngunenLablad:)x\lmslmpmmprﬂ temmul’lhgalaxy Messier 87,
ol aboatin a S0 SITONE T Wik (AT

Lake prod; ipples in water,
waves are ripples in spacetime created by
movement of massive objects, Bul such

that neither matternor Ilghl AP EVeT eSCApe,
The latest discovery involves black holes that
are more massive than any seen in previous
suchdetections, ourrent

waves are extremehy weak, and only
produced in very big events can be :Im:cmd
by instruments on Earth,

The existence of gravitational waves was
proposed in Albert Einstein's General Theary

theories find hard to explain,

One of the black holes was 140 times the
s of the Sun inour solar system, the ather
100 times bigger, Their merger resulted ina

WHAT TOKNOW ABOUT THEAFRICAN
KINGDOM OF ESWATINI, WHERE
THEUSHASSENT SDEPORTEES

THE LIMITED STATES has deported five
immigrants from Vietnam, jamaica, Cuba,
Yemen, and Laos to Eswatini, a small
country in southern Africa where the
leing still holds absolute power,

Eswatini, which has become the latest
nation toaccepd third-country deportees
Fromn the S, has said it is holding the men
incorrectional facilities uniil they can be
sent to their hame countries.

Here's what to know about the land-
locked kingdom of Eswatini.

The king is supreme

Eswatini is one of a handful of coun-
tries that are still absolute monarchies,
and the only one in Africa. That means
the king has absolute power over thr:gml-

TAMZAMIA

No political parties

Political parties were banned by
Sobhuzall in 1973, Some exist now, but
they are not allowed to play any role in
elections or the palitical process, and
function essentially as civic sociery
groups, Candidates seeking public of-
fice in Eswatini®s parliament or Senate
stand as individuals without any party
affiliation and are generally approved
by traditional leaders loyal to king
Mswati I,

Some pro-democracy protests have
been seen in recent years, which
Eswatini authorities under Mswati 1l
have been accused of crushing, Many
dissidents live in exile.

Previously Swaziland

ernment and is not just
ceremonial ruler,

King Mswati 11l has ruled Eswatini
since 1986, when he turned 18 and was
allowed to take his place as the monarch,
Hie can make decisions by decree, He suc-
ceeded his father, Sobhuza Il who died
i 1982,

The now 57-year-old Mswati [Il has
lang been eriticised for running a govem-
ment that suppresses political dissent,
wihile he lives alavish lifestyle inone of the
pooresteountriesin the world. He has been
the subject of scrutiny for buying luxury
cars, and his personal wealth has been es-
timated at betweeen S200 million and $500
|n|1|um This is in stark contrast with the

the\Wield Bark
than half of Eswatind's 1,2 million people
live on Jess than $4.a day.

Cutting sugar, oil: Why govt wants to ‘nudge

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHLJULY 17

ARECENT better by Union Health Secretal

Puniya Salila Srivastava to all ministries and
government departments has proposed
that "sugar and oil boards™ should be dis-
played in their institutions “as an initiative

to promaote healthier dietary habits”,

These boards, which will provide infor-
mation on the sugar and fat content of foods,
are meant to serve as “behavioural nudges™

reminding people to eat healthy. Despi

soimie reporting o the contrary, these are not
intended o be warning labels (lilke legally
mandatndnnus on mbacmpa:lwr.&:\ ane m

The country was previously known
as Swaziland, It changed its name to
Eswatini in 2018 after the king an-
nounced it should revert o its tradi-
tional name in the Swazi language.
British colonial rule over the country
ended in 1968,

Severely affected by HIV
Eswatini has the highest prevalence
of HIV in the world, with an estimated
26% of the adult population being HIV
positive, according to the Uinited Mations
AIDS agency, Progress in the bartle
against the disease is heavily dependent
on foreign aid, including assistance from
the US, which, however, has been cut by
the Trump administration,
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

and some cancers, is rising in India,
The Union Health Secretary’s letter,

quoting The Lancet's Global Burden of

Disease study from 2024, states that the
numbser of ohese and overweight adults in
India is projected to increase from arcund
18 crore in 2021 to 44.9 crone by 2050,
Another representative study from India
emmdtlmﬁ.dcmpmplu[mﬁ%ufﬂn
live with i ine.and
some 351 crore people (almost 39.5% of the
pnpulamn)]wn with abdominal obesity,
wihichi higher risk of di ke
te  diabetes, hypentension, heart attack, and
stroke even ata lower body mass index.
These worrying trends have prompeed
the central gmmmmenl tomake concerted

ry

=ity in India Earlier this
yiear, Prime Minister Marendra Modi urged

not speci
ik jertshis anl w.mum

citizens toadopt .1n active, healthy lifestyle,
A looming crisis and cut d i

The incidence of obesity, abong with as-
sociated increases in lifestyle diseases such
as diabetes, hypertension, heart diseases,

bilack hole that was about 225 times larger
than the Sun, The previous record for such
mergers, detected through gravitational
waves in 2021 invelved black holes about 80
and 65 times larger than the Sun.

That said, much bigger black holes do

exist in the universe, Supermassive black
haoles are millions of times more massive
than the Sun,

However, what is surprising in the latest
discovery is the fact that black holes in this
specificsize range, roughly between 100and
150 times bigger than the Sun, are not ex-
pected to exist according to our prevailing
understanding nl bLn:k hnle; The stars that

icular size
range are um'.'ntly understood to meet a dif-
ferent kind of end, and do not generally end
up collapsing intoa black hole.

Additionally, at least one of the black
holes involved in the event was spinning at
wery high speeds, almost at the limit of what
is possible under the General Theory of
Relativity,

Studying gravitational waves
Gravitational waves offer scientists a new

waty to glean information about the universe.

Linstil they wwere first detected i JI'I 2015, scien-

happenings in the universe.

LIGO's capabilities

The Imtd.r.'mcnun nrgr.wlt.umml waves,

tists hadd to tromag-

in2015,

netic waves, like light, X-rays or radio waves,
to study the universe, But most of the universe
comprises darkmatter anc dark encrgy, which
donot interact with eleciroe i wanes,
These areas, and the events that happen
therein, are therefore invisible’ o traditional
measuring devices like telescopes, Black
holes were a classical example. Scientists
lervew they existed, but could not 'see’ them.
Detection of gravitational waves has pro-
vided a new tool to detect and study them.
Gravitational waves are generated by all

the US, Adier that, a few more ohservatories
have come up, notably the Virgo detector in
Traly and the KAGRA (Kamioka Gravitational
‘Wave Detector) in Japan, Together, these are
kmowmas the LVK collaboration, The latest dis-
oovery has come from this collaboration.
Inciclentally, the LIGO s propesed iohavea
third nhmw atory in India, to be called the
LGO- Butitsconstructionis
1 schedule: it
suppﬂsud o begin operations in 2024, a final
government approval earmarking Rs 2,600
e for the project lyin 2023,

those that wd by sufficiently large

This is why this event has g da
lotod scientific interest around the world, It
has the potential to refine the current un-
derstanding of black hole formation, the
evelution of stars, and, possibly, the current
models of the universe itself.

events can travel vast distances and get de-
tected on Earth, Still, they offer information
that was hitherte unavailable to the scien-
tists, Gravitational waves, thus, provide a nevw
“vision' to scientists to view and study the

STRATEGY & DIPLOMACY |

The Department of Atomic Enengy, which
is handling the project, has selected a site in
the Hingoli district of Maharashtra o set up
this chservatory, As perthe latest information,
its construction is expected to start later this
wear.and be completed by April 2030,

Trump’s turnaround on Russia

From praising Putin, berating Zelenskyy, and knocking NATO, Donald Trump has gone to expressing
disappointment with Russia’s President and approving arms for Ukraine. What to make of this change?

SHUBHAJIT ROY

IN AN interview given to the BBC this weel,
United States President Donald Trump sakd
he was "disappointed in” Russia's leader
Viadimir Putin, even though he was "not
[vet| done with him”, Asked if he still trusted
President Putin, Tremp said he trusted “al-
most nobody”,

Hours earfier, Trump had announced he
planned to send weapans to Ukraine and
threatened severe tanffs on Russia if there
was no ceasefire deal in 50 days,

During the interview, Trump endorsed
the Morth Atlantic Treaty Organisation
[MATOY), the anti-Russia Western alliance that
e has previously described as obsolete,

Almost on cue, NATO chief Mark Rutie
warned India, China, and Brazil that they
could be *hit very hard” with economic
penalties if they continued to do Ilusinﬂss
wwith Russia "and huylhmrml and gas”,

Rutte “encouraged” rhr]r:adns ‘of these
countries to“rell |Putin| that he has to get se-
riows about peace talks |to end the war in
Ukraine|, because otherwise this will slam
back on Brazil, on India and on Chinain a
massive way”,

Achange of heart

Trump's statements demonstrate a re-
markable turnaround from his position this
My, whien he described Putinas a “nice gen-
teman”, and defended the Russian President
O SOMTWE DCCASHNS.,

At a disastrous White House meeting,
he berated Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy as a "dictator® who was *gam-
bling with World War [II", Trump also
choked US military supplies to Ukcraine, and
stopped US intelligence-sharing with the
Ukrainian government.

In startling contrast, the LS President has
madle increasingly angry comments about
the Russian President this past week. His
publicly expressed frustration with Putin
marks a significant departure from the way
e has so far viewed the war in Ukraine,

Trump's seeming change of heart could
also be a lifeline for NATO, America’s
European partners have been concerned

among students, highlighting the increase
in the incidence of type 2 diabetes among
children over the past decade, Several stud-
ies have linked the consumption of calorie-
dense foods, high in sugar, salt and fat, to
the rising incidence of obesity in India.

Sweet danger

The probslem with sugar is that there is
too much of it in modern di-
ets. Thisis often in the farm of
“aclded sugars™(these inchude
any loose sugar, honey, or

HEALTH

US President Donald Trumr {centre) with NATO chief Mark Rutte to his right, and Vice President | D Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio to his leftin the Oval Officeol the White House in Washington DC on Monday, 7 New York Times

about Trump's commitment to Article 5 of
the treaty — the principle of collective de-
fence, which means that an attack against
one ally is considered an artack against all.

Putin has got 50 days o negotiate, and
AT has got a lifisline in the process. Eunope,
apprehensive of the future of the transat-
lantic alliance, seems tohave regained some
unexpeoted goodwill with Trump,

The President has also sanctioned US-
made artillery shells and mobile rocket ar-
tillery systems for LUkraine, and there has been
some talk of shipping Patriot missiles tm Kyiv,

Zelenskyy has said he has discussed

and aspires for the Nobel Peace Prize, possi-
by feels slighted that he hasn't got anything
from Putin yet.

What Trump certainky does not want is
o be seen o be “weak™ — and to be mocked
for allowing himself to be played by the
Pussian President,

That said, it ks simply too early to say that
Trump has definitively changed his view of
Putin. America's leader is amously unpre-
dictable — his disappointment with his
Russian counterpart could well be momen-
tary and termporary, and he is entirely capa-
ble of reverting to praising Putin and berat-

“weapons supplies and L air de-
fence” with Trump's Ukraine emvioy Keith
Kelloge, Tromp has also reportecly approved
key Ukrainian requests for military aid
“based on a detailed list that Zelenskyy

Dealing with Trump
What is the message for India inall of this?
me the perspective of Mew Delhi, as it ne-

handed him last |elur-
g th MATO sumimit ]in The Hague®,

Impatience, uncertainty
The turn m Trump's attitude has been

seen Putin'sinc

Trump and his team —beiton
[i= 1de or on Pakistan — the instructive leam-
ing is to stay the course,

Theere are two things that matter,

FIRST, as NATO. .md Eum]'.-u have shown,

mands — not only does Russia want o keep
the Ukrainian territories that it currently ac-
cupies and a ban on Ukraine's membership
of NATO, but also the remaval of Zelensloy.

Trump, who is impatient to show the
world that he has stopped the war in Ulkmaine

sumed in mudz'ratlun
Thec

itisi I s apacities,
As Trump appeared ready to abandon their
relationship, Europe increased its military
spending, rallied around Zelenskyy, and dou-
bled down on its support to Ukraine,

Itis important for India to ensure that its
national political and economic interests re-

main paramount. On the LIS demand for con-
cessions on tariff and non-tariff barriers in
the negotiations for a trade deal, New Delhi
st stay focused on what is good for its own
interests, If some tariff walls and barriers
need a relook, India must consider that not
for America’s or any other country’s benefir,
bt as part of its own reforms,

SECOND, the LIS President needs to be
engaged diplomatically amd officially, but
also through unofficial and informal chan-
mels, This is sormething that Pakistan has been
seeking todo by engaging with Trump's in-
m‘r CII'([L‘ of family and advisors. Some

oo h
playing golf with the President, or by prais-
ing and fieting him,

New Delhi will have an opportunity to
engage with the President if he travels to
Inclia for the Quad leaders’ summit Later this
wear. While that will be the official rack, the
Indian establishment is well-placed to en-
gage with him through its networks in the
Indian diaspora.

The Trump White House has its own in-
formeal layers of engagement through fam-
iy and trusted advisors, and South Black may
have to make use of those channels of com-
munication to get through to the President,

In this context, New Delhi can perhaps
lJeamn a thing or two from Zelenskyy.

ame by

people toeat healthy

s, muits, pulses,

Th amix

of sugar has been linked to increased inci-
dence of ohesity, diabetes, and a host of car-
diovascular issues,

The ICMR guidelines state that sugar
consumption should be restricted o less
than 5% of one's total energy requirements,
which comes to about 25 g or five tea-
spoons daily, Note that the
World Health Organisation
{WHO) has recommended
against rhe use of arrificial

other sw 5) and not
“natural sugars” present in fruits, vegeta-
les, grain, and dairy products.

"If possible, added sugar may be com-
pletely eliminated from one's diet as it adds
no nutritive value other than calories,
Calories are healthy only when accompa-

of oil,
The Central Bn.m:l of Secondary

Education recently directed affiliated

schools to monitor and reduce sugar intaloe

mied by vi minerals, “the
The Indian Council of Medical Research’s
(ICMR's) Mational Nutrition Guideling
states, Even natural sugars should be con-

s — which provide
the sweet taste with fewer or no calories —
for weight loss,

Good fat, bad fat

Fats are not inherently bad, and certain
fats are necessary for the body's proper
functioning, The ICMR's National Mutrition
Guidelines suggest consuming between
four and 10 spoons of ail every day, and
meeting mostof one's daily requirernent of

apaperindianexpresscom BDEEE BB

nftwunrthmu different oils, ideally ones
it

{MLIFA) and polyunsaturated fatty acids
{PUFA), such as sunflower, safflower and
soybean oils, The consumption of fats high
i saturated fatty acid (5FA), such as palm
and coconut oils, a5 well as butter and ghee,

terol, They are linked to an increase in the
risk of cliabetes, breast cancer, cobon cancer,
preeclampsia (high blood pressure during
pregnancy ), and nervous system disorders,
Apackaged problem

Many have linked the rise of obesity in
dcwlupmgmunmes to the eniry nanltr

should be Thisi SFAis
known toincrease the bevels of bad chobes-
terol in the body, which is linked o an in-
crease inthe risk of heart attacks and strolees,
as weell as the onset of type 2 diabetes.

But given its versatility, affordability, and
shelf-life, SFA-rich palim oil is ubiquitousin
packaged foods wday, It can be found in po-
tato chips, biscuits, ice creams, and choco-
lates, amang other popular confiactionaries.

Packaged foods not containing palm oil

: inkmin

vegetable oils, Trans fats not anly increase
the levels of bad cholesterol in the body but
also bring down the levels of good choles-

hi il u]tla-pmmmd foods, high in
fats, sugars and salts, ubiguitous across the
coumnitry, and which are consumaed by nearly
all sections of society.

The regular consumption of ultra-
processed foods is linked to high levels of
obesity. Not only do these foods increase
the amount of calories individuals con-
sume, they also reduce the share of healthy
foods, with essential micronutrients, filires,
and vitamins, in diets, Ultra-processed
foods can also be addictive — multiple stud-
ies have demonstrated the cravings such
foods trigger, Given the easy access, indi-
viduals find it hard to avoid them,
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A concentration problem

Policymalkers should support markn.ls. not champions

It has long been understood that onec tariffwalls, com-
i ough focused “ing "isthe
b el P Tdlen should have

undcmwod this betterthan mest, given that this was part of the country’s sconomic
history after independence. Itwas not untl the 19004 that liberslisation created some
cMmum,intMﬂcmnmy There are worrying signs, however, thatin the most recent

]l'l:\. trend no
A Ajay Chhibiber i t "
research has shown that industrial concentration — the dominance of sectoral
ipgerf LS growT ‘the past decade. Thishasb
led by an increase in ! pricing power — their ability ogen-
wertheir {able costs, Th ematic i thi
sallenccodmrmeﬂtlnn for such with faster- i velcally
having higher barrers toentry, and with 1 ts being ivel related
with the size of the firms currently in ﬂwsecwr
Adisturbing pi fevid put together, India's
growth has come to rely on the d hoi [a relatively
small numlmull-argohudnw srwpa. mnyufwhlch continue to be ¢Dnlmllﬂd
by specific invest-
ment, or provide consumers the bvncﬁum wit e

As investor and commentator Akash Prakash recently highlighted inth

Jane Streetis a wakeup call

The revelations in this recent case should lead to a
reassessment of the foundations of India’s financial markets

ILLLISTRATIIN: BINAY SINHA

Arblirage refers o the practice of simultanecusly
buying and selling an asset in different markets o
profit from tiny prlee differences caused by market
Ineffickencles, Arblrage plays a rolein making finan-
clal markets more effickent by beinging the prices of
the same asset clnmwpa:ll\l a-cmnnmaﬂmu »mm

abuse,

Indian businesses are more focused on short-term profits than Inwﬂtrmnl.w}yy

then, is this form of market Partly it may be b

the most producti atthe moment —1 fona and e-retail, for

expmple — featur it advantage| [ ize, Butit

st also be ack thata largesh accrue o deliberate
pullcychulﬂ.'n

s declsion b Indlustrial polk o guided invest-

mcm has hid the inevitable consequence ﬂlempﬂmﬂng ﬂvrlamﬂl conglomer-

ates. T".; will find it w than

ahost of smaller players, Some will argue that this

is not necessarily bad news for growth and productivity, After all, countries like

Jupan, South Korea, and even the United States, during the “gilded age” of the late
1wih century, grew fast through using what were variously called zalbatsus, chae-

bols, or “robber barons”. These cooperated with the state to build new sectors like
railways or electronics, The difference, however, Is that they also improved effi-

clency because they were not always protected by tarifTwalls and were encouraged

o focus on the export market,

Naticnal chalnpl-om abmnd muay provide some dublows mercantilise utility;

arly As former Reserve Bankof India

governor Raghuram Ilnjanhaspalnmduut. India's new breed of national champions

is nu:ex&ctlvcwadngwmld" ting new prod or Iy renowned
brands. Itcould [ 1ed that they are soaking . e resources, which
might be fectively The problem lies not

with these companies, which are simply maximising profits as they should, The
error lies in the direction of policy, mlchmmdlmmmmknmnwmd
control — but is instead doing th

Optics to outcome

Corporate India needs to do more on diversity

The appointment of Priya Nair as the first woman managing dlmcmr and chiefl
executive officer (CEO) of Hindustan Unilever marks an for

”f’s illegal actlvnlesthmcan undeﬂmnethe Integrity
of

Whaether Jane Street's actions were legal arbitrage
or market abuse Is the core question in the enforce-
ment gethon [nitkated recently by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebd). While
Sebl'sorderis public, it is prudent tosus- -
pend final judgment until Jane Streat's
derence ] preseuud and th,e matter is
ﬂora But this epuode offers a critlcal ‘[,
moment for sober deliberation, i

Beyond this specific case, however,

Hesa more profound imperative: A rig-
orous examination of the current
health and future trajectory of Indla's

attributable to the cumulative impact of the secur-
itles tax (S5TT) and a of Sebl
regulations, While these measures may have been
concelved with laudable objectives, thelr practical

I lan has often ylelded ded and

when they Iuwe greater confidence in Sebl as a

ble regulator lal sense,
that only undertakes enforcement agalnat genuine
malfeasance, THs [s the causal chaln from better

of financial

markat system.
n 1, inter alla, Sebl's| o
whatcan only be described as "dlsguised leglslaton”
Is an area of serious concern, The Sebl Act vests the
regulamr with wthmhyw promulgate regulations
Jil Invel-

oversight,
accountabll-

Ity and democratic leglimacy, In reality. Sebi fre-
quentl i e el rdshy

vmgpuﬁh and parl

difaration of | Inelud: Ir

lssuing a
culbars, glossarles, and guldelines, which, in practical
effect, Impose substantive and binding obligations
upon market partlelpants.

This directly undermines the
procedural safeguards enshrined In the statute. The
net result ks a fragmented. unpredictable, and often
opague legal framework, rendenngn uery -challeng

It

counterproductive consequences.

Emplrical avid his observa:
thon, The nemover ratlo, defined as annual trading
volume divided by markes capitalisation, serves asa
divect ndicator of market Heuldiny. Historically, this
ratle for the Indlan market frequently exceeded
unity, signifylng healthy trading engagement. For

Instance, In financial year 2008-09, It
stood ar 1,24, In stark contrast, for the
most recent three financial years, aud

Ing for
with applicable Laws. | mucllmﬂledmlﬂmunw
tainty inevitably stifles Innovatlon and elevates the
costof dodng business Ln India's financial markets.
There is an urgent need for a fundamental pro-
gramme of reform almed ar bullding robust state
capability within the regulator, This comprehensive
reform must comprise;
1. Rewrlting Sebl Prohibition of Fraudulent and
Unfalr Trade Practices (FUTE) Regulations to pro-
vide clearer definltlons and establish higher evi-

specifically for flrms withinth
by market caplualisation, the namover
ratio has diminkshed markedly, register-
Ing valuesof .50, 0.47, and 64, respect-
vely, This conslsteni decline offers
compelling evidence of reduced actlvity
and Heguldiry Inthe spot segment.

The most concerning structural dis-

dentiary
2

foe FUTE
outlining standardised el il Igari
techniques: and
EL nnlnlngs«ebl ntnf’f’on manual implementation io
Iplir lalom,

mls mpanueapmach Is fundamental for con-
sln:cungmtecapahllny emunugregulwyacunm

fnancial markets, AARTHIKAM tortion arlsing from this policy amalgam — are b

Well-functloning fnancial marlner.n beanth wounced d b The case, therefore, serves s a mere
h CHlNTaN“M excesslve — emphasls on the optlons  di il il | h

BCONCMY, K P KRISHNAN mad&u Unlikedeveloped financial mar- — profound and enduring challenge in the systematle,
thon, allocaring capital, and f’acilllatlng — 91! globally, which typlcally exhiblt & structural advancement nnndl.a'smuncl.alnynmn
essentinl rlsk transfer, Among India’s napot, futures,  The founed dth I MELanL:
i s aud opthons segments, |udla‘s market structure s Superlor ! .:i. pollcry actons,
i I rk il hiaps the mest | dominance of  Indla's most slgnificant strides In financlal sector

slgnificant alldund‘llpu[edmesa Yet, [I'usverym
cesanowexhibits
a focused and Intellectually honest assesament o

an
options, almﬂnﬂdemtahly wienker h.uures anﬂsrm

reform occuwrred du:lng perlods charamrlled bya

markets, Th
utlom, It |s a direct mmequeuoe of the marchlng

cohesive par
pmlngthe MokF, ‘{ehl the exchanges, s.nd !m!epen

ensure s continued vieality, framework of state | , @ O
Our allention must b directed mrdsthe pri-  Sebl's regulatory ﬂlrmlauom and the Mindstry or 'mmenrmlshlhlsmllslwmlwetmmeml.
mary asubstant hefuture  Finance's (Mo¥F) fiscal policies. When the founda-  as the ultimate custodian of the natlon's economic
emcacy and integrivy of the Indlan r\nanclallyﬂem. tional spot segment ls rendered less attractive dueto  destiny, must champlon an environment where rig-
The per market, elevated transaction costs, market actlvity will Inevi-  orous analysis, openam! Inﬁ:meddl.alogwe and an
compounded by critical ks, tably gravitate towards percelved as less g based pollcy
ﬂmlms‘tandlmmﬂeqqusammm In mehed encumbered fthelr fi for are u-', hrough
rockof rpro- omic efficlency. certed effort can we ensure that India’s financial mar-

vides genuine price discovery and underpins the
Integrity of all derlvative Instrements. Regrettably,
lhfe Indlan equity spor market currently displays

o Inclia, which h progress in terms of gender diversity in
leadership roles. Regulatory measures, such as the listing regulations mandating
at beast one woman director on the board of a listed company, have pushed com-
panies towards greater boardroom diversity, However, progress has not been as
desired. Women hold just 21 per cent of board seats, and only around § per cent of
National Stock Jisted firms EOs or
F L despite thetop, the broader pi

According to human resource advisory firm Marching Sheep's "Marching Sheep
Inclusion Index 2025", rebeased recently, 63,45 per cent of listed companies in India

ecton.

lstles of constralned activity, largely

one f’aﬁor that shapes the Hauldity alul mprkﬂ

e
of regulannn Financlal market plwern w1!| mwn

SYSLEIS, PF

kets fulfil thelr Indlspensable role,

‘Thse author s an honorary senlor fellow at the lsanc
Centre for Publie Pelicy, and a former clvil servang

Coal, clean air, and a welcome resolution

Inasweeping policy change, the Mindstry of Environ-
menl I-ore-sund{ lirnare | han.me[MohU&L{ ramnly
4 i deauk

Category A: TPPs within 10 km of the Natlonal
Capleal cltles 1million
deadline by

stilllack womeninkey Such asituatio ils, though

that perform well on inclusion have reported much higher net pmfml than their
pwrs thnlwun‘tlustamnral Issue, It al However,a
closer] diversity inIndia Inclsimbalanced both horizontally
and vertically, Horlzontally, women are well represented in entry-level roles and
incressingly visible at the top, but there is a significant "missing middle”, a sharp
drop in representation at middle-management level, which serves as the critical
pipeline tosenior leadership, Wrﬂcaﬂs’ womenare mostly nlnwd n Functions like

human

rategic i oe

ness units remain largely il el 2024 McKinsey report,

This pattern clenrlylimlu not anly women's career growth, but also the quality
of decision-making in companies. The Lack of gender diversity in critical business
functions can lead to narmower perspectives and missed opportunities. Women
miake up just 22 percent of weesin India, whichi lower than
their in the general Thus, to fully harness India’s demo-
graphic dividend, inclusion must shift from optics to reality. Companies could

by data-driven by tracking gender-disaggregated metrics
across recruitment, attrition, pay, and promotion, not just at board level but
tI' hout gl functé Just ask panles regularly report emlmnnwnlal

indi diversity datacan hely and dri

1ntcrwn!inn Thm Es also a need for focused talent development Ihrmu,l-luu'urL
i and ytraining for high-potenti

1 in rales ke fi il

Thus, e work 1ents is essential, Inclusive policies
llw.'ilcﬂhle schedules, parental leave, and re-entry programmes could M!m‘l ns

1mlrm (PG mleﬂm in coal- ﬂred pawer plam&

Decemhe
Category B Tl mwlmln w0k radlus of eritically

Backed by sclentific studies and

tatlons, thisshifn

able move towards reglon- npeclnc. ev!d.elwehaned
regulatbon — balancl
India's energy realitles,

“This recallbration comes after decades of judicial
and regulatory actlon on alr pollution, The MC Mehta
public Interest livigation (1985), targeting

\-umHl polluted non-attainment citbes — deadline by
December 2023

Category C: All other TPPs — deadline by
Iheswith  December 2024,

Imanas the PCH)
extended the deadlines for C; n‘rﬂm’w\ B, and CTPPs
10 2004, 2005, and 2026, respectively. In April 2025, the

S0, reviewing compliance near Delhi,

Delhisal pollutlon, expanded to incude condemned repeated delays, rejected
emissions from thermal power plants blanket extensions, and directed the gov-
(TPPL prompting jediclal and regulatory emment to lssue legal notices Lo nine non-
serutlny, This led to the 2015 MOEF&CC compliant plants,

Ificath d h 1ol oy Mearwhile, a reassessment of Inedla’s

PG foral TP by 2007, Almed at reduc-
1mzulpl1urdbmuﬂei%:emlsmnn the
mar i 100
milligrams per normal cubic metre. The

FGD policy was inltated, leading to the
amendment of July 11, It retalns the
CPCH's 2022 TPP cutegorisation but

relaxes and tma-

based TPPs lacking FGD units d within thy
Natlonal Amblent Alr Quality Standards limile of Bo
mic Thestudy that
raln s not InIndiady

ofalkaline dust and coastal sea breezzs.
Inclia's rollowt of FGD Installations has been slug:

s, Ot ofthie identified 537 TPPs for retrofitting, only
44 TPPS (cantral — 17, Alate — B, private — 19) have
car 1l off1,2
rore per Mw, total 1 ol Q6,000

1

crore. Many clder TPPs struggle to justify such high
nvestments, For consumers, FGD costs are "passed-
through”, thereby ralsing electricity prices by €o.30-
£0,40 per unkt,

Insum, the.July 2025 amendment ks belng widely
appreclated by enengy expents for four broad reascns;

One, itack vl 8C 11

TPPs
15 less clebilitaring than previously fearad,
Twn, It repl&neﬂ 00E- zlze firs-all mandate witha

ther

directive triggered over 25 petitions from INFRATALK lines, OF the 537 Identified plants, only 65 ‘Thiree, benai

public and private power producers, Category A unlts must now inssall FGDs Imlereleﬂrtclwwrlﬂ

clring high capltal coats, technlcal con-  VINAYAK CHATTERJEE by Decermber 31, 2007 Forthe bh Category sl i bieith
atradnts, and unclear cost recovery lead- ——————  Hplamts, decision will be made on a case- fbuﬂmml penerators ), thereby

ing many to invoke “Change in Law" for

raniff pass-through, Environmentalists petitioned the
Natlonal Green Tribunal (NGT) for stricter enforce-
ment, The NGT, In tuen, directad the MoERGCE 1o
withhold environmental clearances for new TFPs
unhnl'!ymmpliedw\thennm Inzuw duetoall

byy-case basls, while the 406 Category C
plants are exempt If they meet stack helght norms,
Importantly, S0y emission limis remain unchanged,
I Hirve with the origleal 2005 standasds.

India remakng heavily rellant on domestic coal,
lch por i afthecountry'selec-

enablersof productivity, Regulators can play a supporting role by wval-

untary disclosures on gendler in different roles, much like Fgc.(cnvimnnwnul

soclal 4, | wsare i Ingly also

indiversity in their evaluations of corporate governance and long-term risk, Ultl-

mnlely corporate India must move from svmhullc mclumun [ suh:tamivc
Thiis means not just i bt

with authority, resOurees, and decision: m&klngpuwem'ﬁwnnal!unntlust equlty
Ttiste and i ady ‘bal-

anced leadership 1s central to that effort.

thelack tricity lon — with Ignifi reductions
iy, and the & fittlng, the FGD projected in the mediumerm. According toa Seprem-
deadline was extended to 2023 by the MoEFACC, In ber 034 report hyrhe Nslllnml Insifiuie of Advanced
2020, the Assaclatlon of Power Froducers Studles, PP has a high ash
ourt (S0 f , content (3545 per cent hy welght) and low sulphur

which was refected. Meanwhile, progress on FGD - content (0,2-0.7 per cent), This ks signl ficamly lower
Il laggged significantd than the sulphar content of US coal (1-18 per cent) and

In Aprl] 2021, the MOEFSCC released an amend-  Chinese coal (over 1 per cent], classlfying Indian coal

ment, superseding the 2005 notfication for the third
time, categorsing TRPs Into thiree groups;

a8 "very low sulphur coal.”
Asurvey in May 2024 by T Delhd revealed that 50

Ing up scarce funding for greener, higher-lmpact
Investments that better serve India's long-term sus-
tainabillity goals,

Indlia's decladon also sends a clear mesaage 1o the
wlobal community that [ will not blindly adope West-

gh-

sulphur coal contexts, Instead. It Is embeacing a
reglon-speciiic, evidence-lad strategy that halances alr
quality goals with climate and economic Interests.

Clearly, this s not a rollback — but a confident
assertion of regulatory maturity, sclentdfic Integrity,
and rational natlonal nterest,

‘The author |s an Infrastructure expert, He is also the
cofounder & managing trustee of The Infravision
Foundation
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NEHA KIRPAL

In 2006, Sonal ¢ Holland became the
first Indian to eam the title of Master of
Wine (MW), the highest qualification ln
the world of wine. The coveted certifica-
tlen is conferved by the Instloute of
Maﬂera of Wine viaa nmmun |hree

stress of wine

I:m:mrvmm amain exam nhhﬂw

and blind-tasting papers, aswell as.a

1o00-word research paper. Ever since,

Ms Holland has been Insplring a whele
new communizy ol wine lovers in the
country and beyond,

been done before,” she recalls, twasher  become the first Indian to Wine Awards. She al land Acad and has been il
husband wiso first suggested to her the earn the two-year WSET nulled Wl[h aprerniumlife- advisor e Intermational haandn Innhng
idea ofbecoming an MW, Ms Holland's diploma programme, which ore chain toenter and
educational joumey, first gnded by required herto taste 220 ontheﬂrudnemuruern and the Indian wine market, She regularly
Coniteary towhat most peoplethink,  Jancls Robdnson MW, began when her wines and fly to London elght b fiest venture lnto wine curntes bespoke wine and splrits
Ma Holland did not come from a privi- dhaughter was just a year old, Asshe times Given her credentlals, retall, VineaWine, wasborn.  experiences for leading corporate
leped background, She grew up in & began to delve o the world of wine in Ms Holland also beganto Ms Holland also took houses, premium member clubs and
bower-middle-class Family, and had a Inclka, she founc that it was mostly head I'TC Hotels" wine and advantage of the social prestiglous nertworking groups.
mad.en uphnnslns. Aschnnl topperand usktve and elite at the tme, and not heverage programme, medlaboom o start regu- Recently, she also lsunched a French
hoy, she Vo i | Thie il foir 1 Overthe course of the larly posting videos, The chatenu-style lusury manslon in
college, That was when she decided 1o was the absence of quallfied wine profes-  book, Ms Holland describes “TlkTok Wine 0'Clock” Nuhlk [hawf‘f&vs an Immenl\-e wine
ﬂlalweherneldmhuel Fanagement. ﬂmalsimhenmhe(. herwine tours of varlous el lalned simpl
\-u=| b Adter somy he subject, s, such an Ausralla,  OneinaBillan: wine-related concepis. She " The boak ksa permonallsed account of
tralnee nthe | ral he ch mrruehercouneimn the Hungary, Spain, ltaly, Mastier of Wine fret garted um video Msk « cade | -.,..-w.w,«ad'
iroup of Hotels In Mumbal, Thereafter, Wine &Spldt Educatlon Trust, the "Har-  Prance. the US and the UK, oy Scmal CHallar] serlescalled *A Great Glass popi wine In Ind
she pursued a Master of Management vard of wine education,” Though there Alter attalning the MW title, rx..uun:nb\.- with Sonal Holland®, for ﬁrumeamdmallm Involved alnng
Studies course and jolned the Oberol I parents sl focused on hulld.'msher Wiestlane which she got well-known :hew !'ach ctnpnerh:he
“Towers as a sales executive. It was here furst, wltimarely they d her wting 195 pages qygy  celebrivies like Franchs Ford phy end:
that she met her funere husband, sbom, Ms Holland wannmduoedm(he wmema mumry where the Coppola, Domink West,and — from people in Ms Holland's llfe — her
.v\ndrewlinlland. whohad cometoIndia  maln rypesand siyles of lonaf Ciagan Anand. She also parenss, sister, husband, dasghter, and
il I8 now & repused principal wine grapes. Simultaneously, wmen lessthan ateaspoon, wasnoeasy  hosted weekly Ask Me Amything friends. "I you belleve in anddea and
expenmme Incian stock market, h i dwine-tasl-  task, In 2016, nhelauncheﬂsmln wlne sesslons with her 100,000 fol lenow It makes serse, you should not give
Atthe age of 33, Ms Holland hada lons for the Wi ofindla,  Club, From English, lheoontenmlwmned upon it, even [f others cannot see its
high-paying corparate job bu b didn’t Giradually, sheal riting el sl wulﬂheﬂmmmdmmn— bl and Marathl, potential”she concludes.
make her happy. She quit her job, and lizs ot | from ™ Ise shi fwines She recelved bl I
developed an lich to do something of her el l Iwhohad | val I I woclal hics, The reviewer |5 a New Delhl-based
own, “The ldea wastodowhat had not found her calling.” She wentonto competitions, anc launched the Indis Purther, she founded the Sonal Hol-  freelance writer
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Srinagar’s ‘waste’ crisis
It must be tackled to avert a health emergency

—
Bilal Ganl

i the outskirts of Jammu
O und Kashimir's summer
capiral, Srinagar, lies
Achan — the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation’s (SMC) largest
waste-managerment fcilizy, which
handles 850 tonnes of solld waste
per day. Establighed in 1986, this
dumping site inidally functioned
s landfil] but has since evolved
e a critheal proce ssing hub for
Srinagar, which generates 600
ronnes per day (tpd) of munlelpal
aolld waste, However, the
unscleneific management of waste
it the shte has bed o foul odour
and environmental concerns,
adversely impacting the healch
and well-belng of residents in the
surrounding areas,
Environmental activists and
Rawryers have ralsed serlous
concerns about a potential
outhrenk of diseases in the area
due to emissbon of methane gas
and conmamination of
groundwater if immediare
scientific measures are not twken
wo dispose of the waste, They warn
that the nurrwﬁdllmruldnnllnl
areas may becom
as unregulated and unsclentific
WIATE NG CMAEnE poses i
serious threat lupul?l‘lu health and
whe local ecology. The untreated
Teachate from the landfill is
|1<n|ll.lll|l|(“r!ﬂll!dwnll.l’llIH’IF
ampacting the ecologically
acniltive Anchar Lake, whileh i
wonnected vo Dal Luke,
I March 2025, the National
Gireen Tribunal (NGT) eriticised now belng indiscriminarely
the unsclentific waste dumped into water badies,
management at the Achan facllity articularty wetlands and rivers.
and ordered actlon againat elght El"hm'ar\' affecting the witer level
AMO commissioners who served and damaging agricultural and
between 2017 and 2025, The horticulture production, the
Tribunal also directed the SMCro malnstay of the reglon's economy.
elear 1,1 million tonnes of legacy In 2007, the Srinagar Smarg
waste, Unsclentific waste t |lyM|-qun was lnunched o
i Tuas | 4 Improve
around 700 acees of lund in the
arenand the presence of leachate
i damaging the surrounding
wetlands. Itis imperative
leachate treatment plant (LTP) be
made operational at the she to
Aifey ﬁwml the health and Hves of
215,000 households in the area,
Polluted air and toxiclry
emanating from the sive are
g tor Increasing cases of
bronchitls and stomach allments,
Trees are dylng due to soll toxdelty
and precious agricultural lind has
become uncultivable and bareen,

ACHAN LANDFILL. Health
Fuazare v o

averaged 1,518.91 onnes per diy
In 2019-20,, Out of this, only 35.6
per cent was properly treated, In
2020-21, the dally waste
sneration dropped slightly to
6123 onnes.

In 2017, J&K Solid Waste
Management Srategy was
formulated. Ithighlighted several
key challenges in solid waste
management, which include low
caplual Invesement and the
Inabilicy vo sustain ongoing
operational and maintenanee
costs, Shortage of technical
expertise, lack of public
about proper waste
managenent practices, and
Findlng sultable land for dumpling
waste = s such often face
apposition from nearky residents

are among the other
challenges,

Wlllnhl. Achan landfll already
cveellowing and the SMC filllng
o nequire 20 hectares of land for
an alternative sive, solid waste s

povernance, and create
sustainable real estare, However,
the misglon has falled to address
ta the growing menace of solid waste
I the city. The government
should ensure the immediate
relocation of the Achan slte. Itis
Imperative to adope an integrated
approach towards wiste
managenvent, based on the type of
wmclu.mllrl’l’wllvt'm-uumf
topographical conseraints, To
peduce t :'!nlldu!:al!lln |||r\ idy
overllowing A

essential that hlu n'll.nl.nuund
sunizary land-Alling techniques

FAULTY REGULATORY are implemented to remediane old

MECHANIEM waste dml!]u.lmlullu |Il|5|l.l|ﬂ&|

Rapid ur N i 1 hasards
o natuiral

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA

he recently released Class

12 pesuilts from the Haryana

Sehool Educatbon Boa

starkly reveal o catastrophic

learning crisis, laying bare
the deep-rooted structural decay
erippling public education in one of
Indin's most acdvanced States,
AMarenlngly, 1E government schools In
Haryana achieved a 2ero pass percentage
this vear, while 82 others saw fy 'wu 1 hu n
35 per cent of thedr students succeed,

The erisis in school education
permeates all government instimtlons
acrons Haryana, At Government Glrls
Senlor Secondary School bn Shikawa
(Nuh), only one student passed the
Board examination. In Authaand Nub,
all 13 studenes fuiled. The All Boys
Sentor Secondary Sehool b Punhana
reparted that 95 out of 105 students
falled the examination, These lnstances
are not mere anomalies; they hlu]illEﬂ a
syntemic lssue, Central to this problem
in along-lgnoned crisks: an acute
Almnngwr'quallm-\l wuhm.
Iw subject sy
the State's u\.\rnnmuuhuuh
Deespite Haryama sanctioning over

115,000 teaching posithons, more than
15,000 remain vacant. [n districes like
Nuh, government schools are t!ﬂl.'l!ll.‘“
without qualified teachers |

ACrORs

ND-ROE

thmh .bl-s

el
e

Haryana must re-imagine
its education system

HUMAN CAPITAL. Students’ learning outcomes in the State are abysmal,
The huge teacher vacancy needs to be addressed first

sublects, such as sclence, English, and
mathersatics, for years an end. Hind
teachers are usully forced to teach
English, while generalist teache
often assigned vo All critical spe
rodes. When someone trained in b
takes on the r:-amnnlhlllmar‘uushhu

backgrounds, In rnralnulmullh
Mewat, girls face overwhelming
Jressure to marry s soon as they are
R:'lu:‘lw:d e have “fudled” in school.

v, conversely, are often pushed Into
Informal, low-wage jobs to contrlbute to
thelr Family's Income, Onee a child drops
out, the ch fthels return are

I"lu(llnh oF pliwl.s & th

& the board

results overwhelmi |l,|(|} Indicare,

Furthermore, over 500 schools are
operated hyanlnglrh'whl:r.al'ui more
than 3,100 schools cater to fewer than 50
students. This erisls s not just about the
sheer number of teachers; it
encompasses thelr inadequate
deployment, poor subject matching, and
acomplete absence of socountability in
staffing rural and underprivileged
schools. The consequences are dire. This
erlale bs divectly undermining student
enrolment and retention. Inthe
academic year 2023-24, Haryana's
school enrolment has plummeted by
nearly 140,000 students compared to the
previous year, Government schools
alone withessed in exodus of 230,000
children, Many of these individuals are
likely dropouts — students who have
ehther failed thelr exams or left in
frustration due o family pressure or
because they have lost faith in the falling
educational systern, We must confront
this reality head-on and take decksive
action to revitallse the education system
in Haryana,

GIRLE DISADVANTAGED
The educational fullures are brutal,

Ciani ls an pcademic and writor based in
Kashmir

are producing a massive amount
of wolid waste in J&K — it

thehindubusinessline.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

for givls and students from

alarmingly slim, The education system
lacks plmmu}x for relntegration, and

they sit for board exams, these -!ludl.l!ht

u:mlmn. nt, nmdmu must be
l schools that

are not only unprepared bu al i
setup to ful.

can provide mhju\.‘r Apec Ifhe teachers

The cost of inaction bs staggering. A
single year's cohort of dropouts equates
tova loss of thousands of crores in furure

roductiviry, skilled workforce, and
State development. Each dropout not
anly limits thelr opportunities but also
Imposes a significant economic burden
onthe ‘ilnh..s'nnlrlhulIngmlncr\.‘nm.'tl

I beglin toqu the value
of sending children to schools where
fadlure is almost o certalney.

Learnlng outcomes for those who
remaln in school are shockingly
Inndu(]m:c L According to the latest
Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER), only about 54 per cent of Class 5
students in ﬁm.mn', government
schools can read o simple text ata Class
2hevel, In marhemarics, fewer than
one-third can perform basic subtraction,
By the time these students reach
secondary school, they ave already yea
behind the expected learning seandards,
maklng It nearly Impossible hnrlhcni w
catch upwithodt proper, subject-apectfic
teaching support. Consequently, when

The education system lacks
pathways for reintegration,
and communities begin to
question the value

of sending children to
schools where failure is
almost a certainty

|1u\-‘ ﬂﬁ and sockal
nstabilizy, Educatlon Is not merelya
human right; ic bs the foundation of
Haryana's growth and economie future,
The State's per caplta income and it
thriving industrial sectors mean litde if
our youth cannot read, calculate, or
think critically.

MISRION-MODE RESPONSE
Toreverse this decline, Haryana
requires an wrgent, mission-mode
TEAPONGE — A0 MONE COMmmiTees or
half-hearted policy drafts. The first
Imperative step |s to Al every
sanctioned teaching vacancy,
|1||ll||.|||||llv in selence, mathemathes,
and English, by March 2026 This
process must undergo rigorous public
meonktoring, district by discrict.
Furthermare, teacher postings must be
made ratlonal and transparent, with
robust incentives for those willlng to
serve in challenging areas,
Implementing a und.ndulmlar-\hlp

and bocess © and lbrarbes.
Mobile science labs and I'lﬂlll|l'lﬂ
teachers must supplement education in
areas with sparse populations.

Additlonally, the State must invest in
early warning systems that track
ahsenteeism and identify students at
rlak of dropping out, Technology-driven
artendance systems, integrated with
local outreach, can promypt timely
Interventions — such as counselling,
s portation support, of condithonal
cash eransfers — especially for
adalescent girls, Ultimarely, Haryana
miust overhaul its approach to tralning
and supporting teachers.
Subject-specific online refresher
courses, peer mentoring unh M, nml

linskad p
be essential components of a
comprehensive professional
lh.'\'l.ﬁ‘upml.'lll framework that restores
dignity and competence to the veaching
profession,

Haryani's vislon as a key player in the
NCR reghon is hollow if the rnmd.rltlum
of lts human capital — its students
remaln In peril, The BIP government
myust guarantee that every school has a
qualified reacher, that every child has
equitable opportunities, and that every
claggroom s o centre for genulne +
h A, not just a space with

for sclence and

J(nld.unlcn from Haryana's colleges
offerkng rultion walvers In exchange for
three years of rural teaching — could be
agame-changer. In schools with low

China’s reputation up, US’ drops: Survey

16, Haryana.can no
afford to fall the future of the next
peneration,

Th weiter 1§ aeChikef Minlstar, Haryana

Onbusinessline.in

Pace of poverty reduction in
India seems to have slowed

Bloomberg News Jinping:hmtnu US leader, the first mul’!mn rebalance in o The banefit of rise in per
July 1B, 2005 time that has happened si fi 1wy America's vast capitaincome has not
ublie perceptions of China Trump's fiest term, Still, the figures tracle merworks, Xi has tried vo percolated to the
Uneven monsoon pushes up farm goods prices P have insproved over the past — were low, 0t 24 per cent to 22 per relations with Southeast miasges to the axtant it
Prices af varlous agricultural commodties have shown a tendency ta rise on yeur, .min“wnnm cent, The b At Asia, Africa and Europe, was happening before
defayed mansaan and uneven rainfall coverage sinca June 1, the officlal date wurviey, while those of the US have resenrch was done from Janus The Pew survey seems to Indicate 201516, argues
for aret of monsaon. The prices, which reflect the trade's pereeption about dimmed — a trend that colneldes late April — a period that includes Xihas had some sucoess on that Jutinder Singh Bed|
kharif crop proapects, ane net showing any signs of tapering off, This s despite with US President mﬂd'ﬁump nump.nnwm_ln““ﬂﬂ'imm“nn! front, dmw‘h( hina's nh“nn!hip 8
the Cantra's statament that all Is well with the sewing of khard crape rerurning to office. theworld an hils so-called Mlhlhnﬁumpcml Uinion remaing htpeLtyr. com 24 02e8)
Am nn of 32 per cent of Liberation Day, though the levies difficult ever Belfing's su) for
Poor response to HLL's VRS offer respandents in high-ncome were later paused while trade deals Russla since it invaded Ulkraine, How India’s online shopping
‘Warkers af Hindustan Lever Lt (HLL) think that having a regalar [ob s batter were negotiated On Monday, Democrats on the h hlu h lhlftld
Ehar VRS package of T30 lakh, Hardly 100 warkers aut of 1,000 at its Sewri China, according to a report rb}'l'ew Pew suld soms 26,000 people Senate Forelgn Relations a ave
plant i Mumbal have opted for the YRS effered prior e the plant being sold Research Center released on around the world were surveyed but ‘Committee secused the Trump Online buylng is growing,
ko a company’s subisidany, Wednesday — the highestlevel insix — didn't indicate how many administration nl"‘nding global bt its contours are
years, In contrast, the figure fort parthelpated in the rich nations., leadership to China," deflned by geography,
581 opts for dual remedy to recover bad debts LS fell t0 35 per cent, the lowest in Aseparate document outlinlng The latest Pew research alio Eotogory, b conautner
State Bank of India has decided to pursue its bad debt recovery efforts daxa going back to 2017, thelr methodology showed some found that more people around the :nnﬂdonlu say Auhlish
simubanecashy under the Securtisation Act ard the Debt |ih<|un<|5¢ Tribunal _‘]un mmmdm“cxpmund ]n,]uurm*m"mmm 10 ‘world s¢e China asthe o Kuruar Md‘lmﬂﬂl
(DRT) Act. SBI' declskon runs contrary to the Finance Ministry view that confidence in Chinese President Xi rich natlons. While Trump has cconomic power, overtal o?ng the US. 3
Imubk ¥ lings are nat perr the mxkting debt recovery ottt timyurt. comiaEmSrye
laws.
-
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2742 oown SO RARY vown
1. Rum, b, mised with water (4) 1. Sgirits and wakes Blossarm red on the nase (4)
2, Conhdance trick, dhacy business (4) 2 dmerican uncle holdng cent to be a swindle (1)

ACROSS 3. Net an billlare table (6) ACROSS 3. Gne may have a hand In i, and sink & srecker ball (6)

7. Gold, siver atc (85) 4, Agreernent (6) 7. Gokd siver or platioum has a peice Leo A hequiescence toavarlety of nests (6)

B8, Those with care af 5. Only, just that (4) nwet adjust (8,5} 5.1t I8 nathing more than a Maarl war-club ()

birds reared for &, Gat through test (4) 8. Match with the goabes to lock alter the & Hand ane a pretty predicament (4)

shaating {113 9. A different pevian (7) pheassnts? (1) . One mare oar than ta be put out (%)

12, A windir nesded, gong out to cave (6)
14. Extramely sad LIS solder put inthe

10, Laft and Right could argue about such a soldier {7)
11,4 parrot-weasse may leave its mark (4)

12, A spirit of the wake-robin (4)

13, It was 45 inches from hdes (1)

15, A marsupsal turning up in the doorway (3)

17. Ore may become o Beeleater (5)

12 Winding-bird (6)
14 Very sad,
catantrephic (6)

16 Uncenscionable,
wery wicked [6)

18 O hundred

10 Like clockwork (7)

11 Mark of cut {4)

12 The cuckoo-pint (4}

13, Old cloth messure (1)

15, Kangaros (3)

17. Gentheman in noble househald (&)

Patuening cart (6)

16 Wery wicked Hun burned, only to leave
aut the Nerth (6}

16, Al Roeed eould make in Australisn

cents (6) 18. Cantention in words (&) (lllf"l'{'r'(fl} 18, Descussion about bed before tea-break (ﬂ:
19, Dalivered an ship 19, Take shape (4) 1%, Fab delivered to ship for nothing 19, Tha ahape cheldren take In class (4)
without charge (4.2,5) 20, Everyone separately (4 (4,2,5) 20 Toglens place ot the seashde for everyane (4)

23, Put off what should be done to earm;
practise endiessly thus (13)

23, Put oM what one
shauld da today (13)

2. Famale relative {4)
22 Show maceishve kve (4)

21, Dan't start ta tease Munrs sister (4)
22, Be fochshly fond Darcthy Fast (4)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2741

ACROSS 1. Improvident 7, Magiman & dval 11 Learn 12, Artler 14, Debyrance 168, Revelt 20, nner 22, 56l 23, Lending 24, Necessities
DOWN 2 Magrate 3. Vire 4, Movel 5. Srile 6. Clary 8. Mandible 10, Invasion 13, Gem 15, Conclue 16 Arash 17. Fregs 19. Valce 21, s

oo WO WO
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Right truck
Eleciric tracks need smavter policy support
T here have been reports bemoaning the

viability of electric trucks, citing high

initial costs (possibly 20-30 per cent more
than combustion engine vehicles) and the difficulties
associated with charging, CNG trucks score over
them, so goes the argument, This is an oversimplified
view, for several reasons. The cost of e-trucks and
issues of charging time and range anxiety can be
addressed with inexpensive policy shifts. The push is
well worth it for reasons ofcnerg}' nmrlt}r and
lower pollution. While CNG is a clean fuel, it needs to
be imported.

E-trucks, it can be countered, entail
import dependency for the eritical elements
that go into the batreries. However,
technology is evolving rapidly to reduce such
dependence — such as the use of
lithium-iron-phosphate batteries by market
leaders, as opposed to the nickel, manganese
and cobalt combination, Battery costs are
falling with scale and innovation, just as they
did earlier in the case of solar panels.
E-trucks have picked upinother parts of the
world, notably in Europe, In India, they are
sputtering, just as any infant industry does,

The evolution of any infant industry
depends on creating the right condit jons for
scale, With scale and vechnological
improvements (which will inevitably happen
ina competitive scenario), viability will
surely follow. Ironically, the argument
advanced by CNG supporters that charging is
aconstraint with respect to e-trucks cropped
upabout three decades ago with respect to
CNG fuelling starions, when the shift from
diesel vo CNG had just begun, Rising d 1

HEERAJ RAJAN SABITHA
SURENDAR SINGH

he Trump administration
has declared ls intention to
estallish the US Statesas a
global leader inseabed
minkng. On April 24, US
President Trurmp agned an executive
order making v a priority of the USto
develop its domestic capabilities in
recovery and |
seabed mineral resources,

The Order gives marching orders toa
number of U'S government agencies to
report back to the President an
Amerlea’s commercial capaciry In this
areq, the potential w collaborate with
America’s forelgn allies in the extraction
of seabed mineral resources,

There has been an increased |nterest
Inseabed mining, and in particular deep
seabed mining, nrecent years
consldering the lmportant role that
mineral deposita in ocean floors could
play b the realisation of energy
rangition goals,

Surveys estimate that the deep seabed
holds a rich vein of potato-shaped
nodules containing critical minerals that
firen the bullding blocks of energy
rrangltion rechnologles — from nickel
and cobalt that power EV batterles to
rare earth elements that rozace wind
rurhines,

One such swathe of the ocean floor In
the Pacific Ocean between Mexico and
Hawail, the Clarion-Clipperton Fracture
Zone (CO2), Is estimated to hold more
copper, nickel, cobalt, manganese, and
rare carth mlner-als man al] km‘u n

MINERAL SEARCH.

permits t private mining companies
seking to mine the deep seabed could
therefore conflictwith the inrernational
framework of rules remﬂs(lnudcep

151

agencies. This provides a possible route
toexpedive the timeline for commercial

deep-sea mining by entirely bypassing
tlm{;\ ratification process, Ifthis

seabed mining, While

ful, other firms may

a handful of countries that have not
rarlfied the UNCLOS, this does not
mean that it can unllawr-:nly regulate
commerelal activities and the

rerrestrial The
exploration and commerclal recovery of
critical minerals from the deep seabed
however ralses a number of legal and
environmental challenges.

RESOURCES OWNERSHIP

First, to whom do these mineral
reschirces i intemational waters
belong? Under the 1994 United Nations
Corvention onthe Law of the Sea
'IJ\I(‘I..UQ] mineral resources in the

for CNG vehicles and a concerted effort to
improve availability of the fuel resolved the
problem. However, charging stations today
must evolve on priority, even as another set
of policies is perhaps needed to ramp up
demand, For a truck that consumes 1-1.3kwh
per km, it is important that the charging
capacity of stations and trucks is ramped up
o reduce down time for the trucks, The
Centre's recent decision to set up 360 kw DO
chargers on highways and expressways
(generally 240 kw now) can make a
difference. The production linked incentive
(PLI) to develop batteries may start picking
up once the market evolves,

The current subsidy regime, based on
number of units sold (through the Faster
Adoption of Manufacturing Electric Veh
and the PM e-drive schemes) should be
reviewed, even as GST and income tax breaks
on EVs can remain, Clear] ale of about
two million electric vehic ayear is avery
small pmpar'lmn of the 25 million sales of all
vehicles, given that India is alming for 30 per
cent EV xul:x Ty 2030, Despite consumer
subsidies over a decade (routed to the
producery, the price difference berween ICE
and e-vehicles is too high, There is room for
more competition, Mandates would raise
output and competition among OEMs. Oil
marketing companies can set up charging
stations, The fiscal outgo can, in fact, be
reduced with better outcomes, The
resistance to EVi from entrenched players
should be discounted. As for CNG vehicles,
they can co-exist asa green option,

-}

POCKET

RAVIEANTH

e are the h Itage
Mlnanklnd”lm:}.ﬂlnﬂ(l\&( the
avallable for the use and benefit ofall
Srates, constal and landlocked, and the
sharing of benefits must rake Into
particular consideration the interests of
dml ng countries.
he Internarional Seabed Authority
'J{A] was set up under the auspiees of
the UNCLOS as an autonomous
Internarional organisation to oversee
the equitable sharing of benefits from
resources in Intemational waters,
Activitles in the deep seabed can only be
carried out under a contract with the 154
and subject to s rules,
Tramp's Order authorising LIS
natbonal agencies wo expediiously lssue

appot  of mineral resources inthe
deep seabed.

The “commen heritage of mankind™
principle, and the concomitant
obll garlon to co-operate in the wse of
Internarional commons, has the starus
of customary international law which
means that it binds all States,
irrespective of whether they are parties
o the UNCLOS,

Interestingly, in March, a Canadian
mining firm, The Metal Com)
thm:n ita U8 subaldiary Mglggmnmd
Il!l qppllcarlnn o obtain permits for

ining from U go

Trump's Order
authorising US national
agencies to issue permits
to private mining
companies seeking to
mine the deep

seabed could conflict with
international framework of
rules regulating deep
seabed mining

{'o]lnru the same path, therely

rdising the global imperatives to
rz(n';ﬂlﬂ\m&rnsflmal smll::imjs for
deep seamining.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
Second, what are the emvironmental
implications of minkng for critical
minerals in the deep seabed? The

-
businessline.
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recovered crirical minerals 1o
dovwmstream industries could be girded
Iy reational security considerarions. In
additbon to belng Indispensabile for
green energy infrastructure, critical
minerals alsounderpin advanced
technologies that are essentlal for
economic and military securiry,

The US" motivation in [(amng a head
starton deepseabed minkng bs at least
parttally driven by its concerns that the
supply chaing of critical minerals from
terrestrial mines are increasingly

potentlal effects of d bed minkng

lisecl by Ching, which

on the marine environment remain
inadequately understood, not leasty
because it ls prohibirively expensive and
technological complex.
Mineral-containing nodules are
seartered across '(hedeup sea that covers
?Llpermnmfﬂmeam\ s surface and
distingt research challenges and
equipment requirements.

What we do know of benthic species s
thar they survive on litrle food, have very
Tow metabsolic rates, live long and
reproduce slowly, Some of them are also
reliant on the mineral-containing
nodules for laying egs. Recovery from
any disturbances to the habivar could be
p]nddllrﬁey slow or even lrreversible,
Clring these rlsks and the need for more
information, more than 25 countries
hawve called for elther a moratorium or &
precautionary pause on deep-sea
minin|

Third, the processing and supply of

aserlous geopolicical rlsk for
the LS,

The Executive Order therefore
identifies establishing a robust domestie

ly chaln for critical minerals from
resources a8 a priority for the LS,
It remaing to be seen how the US will go
about b fulfilling this objective,

If the US decides to clamp down on
exports of critical minerals in order to
guarantee protected access of these
minerals o US' domestic industrles,
such export restrictions could
potentially implicate the US’ obligations
under the World Trade Organlzation
(WTO).

Ironically, the US had thwarted
similar inixlatives adopted by the
{‘hm cvernment in 2002 by

vssf&]lycha'llenglnnnm{"hmem
m.casurca ina WTO dispute.

Meera) lsan nterrational lawyer at lawbem Wite and +

Case in Geneva, Singh b5 Assoc e Prafessor, 0P Andal
Global Lnwersity Vi ews evpressed ane parsonal

The phenomenal rise in unclaimed deposits

Despite RBI's measures, unclaimed money in bank accounts has zoomed from ¥2,795 crore in 2014, to ¥97,545 crore in 2025

Ganga Narayan Rath
Mamas R, Das

Tve Depositor Education and
T Awareness (DEA) Fund

(hereafter Fund)) was established
by the RBIL on May 24, 2014,

Any bank account which has not been
operated upon for 10years of ainy
deposiror any amount remalnlng
unclalmed for over 10 years is credited
o the Fund within three months from
the explry of the sald 10-year perlod.

The corpus of the Fund which Initally
stood atamodest T2,795 crore
(June-end 2014) leaped 1o €97,545 crore
at March-end 2025, reglsteringa
Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGH) of 38.1 per cent, More
Importantly, 52,0 per cent of the
Incremental mmﬂ during 2014-25
accrued durlng the past three (outof 11}
years (Chart 1),

Ifthe above CAGR is sustained, the
Fund may ceoss €10 lakh crore in the
next elght years unless the measures
taken in recent years start vielding
optimal results,

The Fund Is to be wtilised for
promotion of depositors’ interests,

Ower the years, the RELhas registered
over 25 organisations and assoclations
for grant of financlal assistance from the
Fund for spreading awareness amaong
depositors by holding seminars and
wnlf,kx.lmp&w "

The deposivor is, however, entitled 1o

DEA fund balance

Balance (¥ crara) == y-iry Incraass (¥ crone)
120,004 5,000
180,008 20,00
0,000 15,000
0,00
o 10,080
20,000 000

0l 2018 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2000 Mar 2023 poad a0z
2014~ 2018 hra-ared; 1000 - 025 Mar-anc Based o0 AIW Anusd Baport (varkoes peard)
claim from the bank her/his depozit or recently amended the extant KYC

any other unclalmed amount even after
such amount has been transferred to the
Fund, on fulfilment of the nmnarr
Know Your Customer (KYC) guldelines,
The bank s 1lah|.e w0 pay(l\e amountto
the dey nt and
of such amount from the Fund.

Banks have been mandated to host
details of unclaimed aceounts on their
websites with search option,

norms, advising banks ro “make
available the facility of updarion of KYC
far activarion of Inoperative accounts
and unclaimed deposits ar ALL
branches."

Ing 2014-15 10
202324, 33 public and private sector
banks ‘exladn§ today were relmbursed a
wotal sum of €7,910 crose by the Fund
towards their da.lms constitwting just
1011 per centofthe Fund balance at
March-end 2024,

The REI's annual accounts disclose
the Fund balance at March-end of a year,
and the Notes o scoounts give some
mare aecounting dezalls.

The RELAnnusl Reports do not give
much information about the
Fund-assisted financial literacy

TAMITES,

Individual banks disclose thelr
transactions with the Fund in thelr
Notes o annual accounts,

The REI publishes annually the dara
anunclalmed accounts and deposits
(bank- and sccount rype-wise ), but they

relate to Decernber-end, which needs to
be el o ro Mareh-end an

Besides, banks have b ked “to
provide the facllity of updation of KYC
i such accounts and .ieEnnltuhmj,n
Video-Customer Identification Process
[v;m |:)."

In order w facilivace the deg o
search the unclalmed deposits easlly, the
RE has developed a centralised wel
portal - UDGAM - in April 2023,

I May 2023, the REL announced a

f Business Corvespond
could also be wsed o sctivare
Inoperative accounts,

WAY FORWA|

up-trrd:w.

111 ghrt, The informarion on the Fund
Is seartered, incomplete and
discontinuous. Therefore, the RED may
conglder publighing a brief, but
comprehensive, report, separately from
irs annual accounts, on the operations
and performance outcome {including by
anks and agencies funded) of the

‘100 days 100 pays’ campaign for banks Though the REI has inltisted moves to scheme onthe lines of the Integrated
o trace and settle the o) | d return | d money to depositors, Banking Crnbud: Scheme,
deposits of every bank ln every districy il will take k

within 100 days. Rath bsa careral banker, and Das s aformer Assistant

Desplte these effores, the Pund has
kept growing, Therefore, the REI

results,
This is evidenced from our finding
(based on the data In Noves to bank

are persoral
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The indlifference by the state is the

"Good Evening! Welcome to the 150th episode
of the Trump Tariffs Show...!”

fuel control switch inspections an
Being 787 Fleet; na issues foune [July
7). But samething must definizely be
wrong with the ‘il fated' A1 171 Right

{July 177, the pace with which India

with electronic displays in
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PARLEY I

he suggestion of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat last week that

sawr

Manisha leaders should step aside at the age of
Lriyam 75 triggered a debate. Opposition leade

Sir Lowis Mr. Bhagwat's comment as a nudge from the RSS
Mathesan o Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who is tumning
Distinguished 75 in Septemnber, to step down. The Bharatiya
Visiting Janata Party (B has maintained a studied
Prafessar, silence on the issue. Should political leaders
':"'”“"'_ retire at 752 Manisha Priyam and Rahul Verma
University

discuss the issue in a conversation moderated by
Sobhana K. Nair. Edited excerpis:

1s politics across the globe and especially in
India geared in such a way that politicians
reach their peak only in old age?

Manisha Priyam: Do people prefer younger

Verma lead Yes. But why don’t they get younger
lead This depends on several imponderables

Associate such as who controls the party machinery, who
Prafessor, Shv coperols the party purse strings, and whether
Hadar Schaol " . - " i

' el such leaders can garner resources.
LI‘I‘::' b Wi have often seen that those who reach the
Centre for top hold on to their position. For instance, Lal

Palicy Research

Prasad gained popularity at a young age. At the
age of 42, he became Chief Minister of Bihar in
1990, He held on to the president's position at
the Rashtriya [anata Dal. In Uttar Pradesh,
Akhilesh Yadav had to fight his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav for the leadership position in the
Samajwadi Party.

Regarding Mr. Bhagwat's suggestion: this is
not the first time that such a remark is coming
froam the RSS. This (unsaid rule) was used
effectively in 2014 to allow Prime Minister
Marendra Modi to (push out some older leaders
and) nominate his own people at the top levels.
But come September, [ don't see Mr. Modi
stepping down. Today, the RSS requires the B[P
machinery much more than the BJF requires the
RSS. Mr. Bhagwat does not control the levers of
power in India; they clearly remain with Mr.
M.

Rahul Vermas As per one research study, less
than 10% of all elected representatives globally
are below the age of 35, Onee you come to India,
this problem actually accentuates. From the first
Lok Sabha in 1952 to the current Lok Sabha in
2024, the average age of our parliamentarians
has actuzally gone up, The number of MPs who
are below the age of 40 has declined over time
and the number of MPs who are above the age of
60 has increased. The problem is not that we
don't have newer faces coming into politics; the
problem is, as Professor Priyam said, that the

RS5 chief Mohan Bhagwat. FTi

alder generation of leaders does not easily cede
space to younger ones, Also, perhaps, a political
party itself is unwilling to bid farewell to an
established leader fearing that it will destahbilise
the existing structure,

At the same time, | am not sure that voters
would actually prefer yvounger politicians. It
might be alright to have a 30:35-year-old MP or
MLA, but I think voters would prefer older
candidates for the post of Chief Minister or
Prime Minister,

As far as Mr. Bhagwat's comment is
concerned, | concur with Professor Priyam that
we are unlikely to see any change (regarding
Prime Minister Modi's position).

1s there any evidence which shows that
nations led by younger leaders perform
better?

MP: We have a large number of nations where
there is no form of democracy, let alone change
of political leadership. These indude China and
Russia, And we see various forms of either party
authoritarianism or one-man rule in these
countries.

In parallel, we also have the example of the
U.K. where there have been several Prime
Ministers taking office in their 40s, from Tony
Blair to David Cameron. The British example
tells us that when people want political change,
that political change also comes by way of
political leadership change. And I think we need
to understand that link better,

As for India, we are now the world's st

Should political leaders retire at 75?

ee

Age is not the only criteria; the hea
mental faculty of a leader 1s equal
important. Unfortunately, we have no
empirical evidence to point out a direct
correlation berween a nation's economic
health and the age of its leadership
RAHUL VERMA

alth and

and renegotiating its social compact with
people. On the question of age and
leadership, it must turn towards see
younger people as political leaders. And these
younger leaders should not come from
established political families alone.

RV: As per the available performance analysis of
Indian parliamentarians, we know that younger
leaders may not necessarily be better
parliamentarians. Data shows that MPs above 60
years of age have 80% attendance in Parliament,
while those below 40 have 7374% average
attendance. The older MPs ask far more
guestions in Parlisment.

At thie same time, T wiould add the caveat that
age is not the only criteria; the health and
mental faculty of a leader is equally important.
Unifortunately, we have no empirical evidence to
point at a direct correlation between a nation's
economic health and the age of its leadership.

Some studies have pointed out that the
pgovernance models of younger leaders may vary
drastically from that of an older leadership.
There can be material differences in the
decisions taken by a younger or an older leader.
Younger leaders are much more likely to invest
their budget in economic activities of job
creation and infrastructure development, while
their budgets for social welfare measures,
especially health-related schemes, may be low.
Younger leaders do govern differently, but one
can't say if it is necessarily better,

Should there be a concrete law or regulatory
mechanism to retire political leaders or to
ensure that a leader who is facing mental or
physical challenges steps down?

MP: There has been a lot of speculation around
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumnar's health,
especially after some of his television
appearances. Even in the election season, his
paolitical statements were few and far between.
Under the provisions of the C it

nation. Dur political Ii.adm'\hnpm.eds to reflect
this aspect of our democracy. A political
democracy survives by reincarnating legitimacy

wintld be pnrt'a.ﬂy legitimate for the Governor
tos seek a health report of the Chief Mini
People have a right to know if the health of the

Chief Minister has been severely compromised.
But in Mr. Kumar’s case, it is unlikely that such a
step will be taken. | do feel this is a mockery of
demaocratic processes. And it is not only Bihar;
we have seen numerous examples in the past
from various States, In Tamil Nadu, the truth
about former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa's health
was concealed from the voters. The unfortunate
reality is that in such cases, the people have to
wait until the elections to force the change.
Though we never had a similar situation at the
Centre, considering that the Prime Minister is
always under the public glare, should we have a
‘hard cut-off date for retirement? 1 am not sure,
But we must have a transparent mechanism by
way of which the electorate is kept informed
about their leader's health. Here though, the
greater responsibility is of the political parties.
We could have a term limit for the Prime
Minister and for Chief Ministers, though.

RV: Yes, it is desirable to have politicians who
are in the best of health and are able to make
sound decisions. But how do we achieve this
end? Every solution to address this issue comes
with its own set of problems. Prescribing a
retirement age will also require creating
structures that enable career progression in
politics faster. That can’t be done if we have
fixed the minimum age to contest elections at 25
years. Over 8,000 candidates contested the
2024 Lok Sabha polls. Less than 100 competitive
candidates were below the age of 30. So just
lringing in laws won't change any of this.

Even term limits are not exactly an effective
solution. Look at the U5, It has a term limit, yet
we saw Joe Biden leading the country at & while
struggling with cognitive issues. He was
succeeded by Donald Trump, who is 79 years
olbd. But as Professor Priyam says, thereis a
conversation across the globe about how the
citizens are perhaps entitled to have access to
health bulletins of their leaders. Though, again,
this isn't exactly an elegant solution. What if the
country is an the verge of a war or some kind of
ecomommic crisis? An adverse health bulletin of
the leader would only add to panic in such a
situation. It doesn't even have o be a
catastrophic problem; even the markets could
react badly if the medical bulletin of the leader
is not good. So while it is desirable that no
person should remain in office if they aren’t
mentally or physically fit, it cannot be regulated
through legislation or any formal system.

Ta listen ta the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wwew thehindu.com

The icing on the cake while
covering a sport

urnaments across the world giv

[
opportunity to explore multiple culinary worlds

M. Sudarshan

ore than a decade ago, my pro-
M fessor at journalism school ad-

vised us to always carry a few
chocolates or an energy bar while we
were on the field. This was to counter the
uncertain world of day-to-day reporting,
where both availability of food and win-
dows to eat are erratic,

However, [ took up sports journalism,
where a day is more structured, We know
of events beforehand, and we usually
cover a sport which has designated
breaks for lunch and tea, and of late,
even dinner. This has given us the oppor-
tunity to explore multiple  culinary
worlds. 5o much so that the lunch and tea
spreads rank second in the list of our cu-
riosities, just below the great sport itself,

There are those who consider catering
at stadiums as an enabler and not a main
event. It helps scribes do their jobs with-
out having to worry about filling their sto-
machs. It is a complimentary service, not
a right, But cricket in India — at least at a
majority of the stadiums — has such good
arrangements for food that it has become
an integral part of our experience.

In this, | can say with authority - and
can speak for a lot of others too — that
Chennai and its iconic venue Chepauk
ranks the best. It did when L worked there
from 2012 to 2015, and it still did when 1
went back last vear.

During IPL 2024, one favourite dish
was kalan pattani milagu peratal (mush-
rooms and green peas cooked in crushed
black pepper and onion masala). It was
rich and layered, in line with its long
name and eldborate explanation.

Bengaluru, my home city; Indore,
widely regarded as the street food capital
of India; and Ahmedabad, which [ have
visited often in the past two years, offer
excellent spreads too.

In fact, cricket reporters regularly
upload photos of ‘today’s meny’ on social
media platforms, and two enthusiastic
journalists even started a web portal to
document each venue and the food it had
to wifer,

M
L3

A maonth ago, [anded in Leeds, United

Kingdom, to cover the opening match of

the ongoing five-match Test series bet-
ween England and India. | had, of course,
packed my usual set of ready-to-eat
meals, but | was very much looking for-
ward to the lunch and tea buffets at the
famed cricket ground in Headingley.

Mac and cheese and one boiled veget-
able welcomed me on day one. With that,
my bubble, which had swollen dispro-
portionately because of years of pamper-
ing, burst immediately.

The local press corps was upset with
the cuisine too, and though things got
better in the days ahead and the desserts
were outstanding throughout, the first af
ternoon was a rough reminder that cater-
ing was indeed a service and not a right.

My colleagues from other Indian me-

dia houses, who had past experience of

covering cricket in England, assured me
that [would be better off in Birmingham,
the venue for the second Test. The West
Midlands city has a significant Asian pop-
ulation and 1 was desperate m see that
rich diversity reflect in my plate,

The Industrial Revolution-era mega-
polis did not disappoint, with the first af
ternoon offering masala chickpea salad,
Indian chopped salad, slow cooked car-
rots and broceoli, and home-made fla-
voured bread. To round it off, there was
chocolate mint with chocolate mousse
and egg custard tart, tickling my taste
Iuds no end.

Wimbledon, my last stop of the work
tour, was predictable but perfect. From
the menu to the chefs to the counter-
managers in the medla E.dk.lﬁ.rld nmlum,

2019, The world famous strawberries and
cream was inflation-proof from 2010 to
2024 at £2.50, and rose by 20 pennies on-
Iy this edition.

And like a champion tennis player's re-
peatable technigue, the catering at the
All England Club delivers every single
time. A great service that everyone right-
fully enjoys.

suskershan, narayanangthehindi.co.n

PICTURE WO
Reaching for the stars

THE WEEK

(9

Astranaut Shubhanshu Shikla meets his son a day after returning to Earth from the International Space Station
{155}, at Houston, Texas, On June 25, Shukla lifted off with three ather astronawts from NASAS Flonda spaceport
o the 155 as part of the Adam-4 commercial mission. twas the first time an Indian was anbaard the 155 and
alsa the first time an indian had gone to arbital space since Rakesh Sharma in 1984, P11
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Full utilisation of
apprentice schemes
planned

New Delhi, July 17: Steps will be taken to ensure
fuller wtilisation of the apprentice raining
schemes by the Union Labour Ministry. The
Directorate General of Employment and
Training will also kaunch immediately a vignrous
drive for the utilisation of available training
places for trade apprentices including the
placement of graduate engineers and diploma
halders in over 5,500 establishments covered
under the Apprentices Act. The Government is
also taking measures to give due representation
to candidates from the rural population, the
minarities and other weaker sections including
the physically handicapped. To increase the
placement of more apprentices nearly 40
additional trades are being designated in
consultation with the Central Apprenticeship
Council which is meeting here on July 31, At
present out of nearly lakh training places
located in these establishments nearly 66,000
apprentices are undergoing training giving an
overall percentage of nearly 66. In the Cemtral
sphere out of about 31,000 seats about 21,000
are being utilised while in the State sphere,
nearly 45,000 are being utilised against nearly
60,000 seats, The matter would also come up
for discussion at the fortheoming State Labour
Ministers’ Conference. At a recently convened
meeting of the Central Government Ministries it
was decided to fully utilise the existing capacity
and also to increase additional capacity to place
maximum number of trainees under the
apprentice schemes,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 18, 1925
Indian reforms

London, July 17: In an article on “The
Government's offer to India", The Spectaror
reviews its suggestion made in March 1924, that
representative men drawn from all classes and
races of India should frame a draft constioution
and subrmit it to the Government of India, who
‘will advise the Imperial Government with regard
toit. The paper says the constituent convention
to whom the work should be entrusted of
drafting a constitution on the lines laid down in
its proposal of March last year, should consist
solely of Indians.
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Stepping stone

The NASA:Axiom-ISRO tie-u
admirable outcome

crew of four astronauts including India's

Shubhanshu Shukla  completed  their

roughly two-week mission to the Interna-
tional Space Station on July 15. Mr. Shukla's trip
was presumed to have been an intensive rehear-
sal ahwad of his flight as part of India's first batch
of astronawts for ISRO’s "Gaganyaan' mission, cur-
rently expected in 2027, The presumption is be-
cause the goals of Mr. Shukla's trip, which ISRO
arvanged for by paying north of T500 erofe to Ax-
iom Space, have not been officially communicat-
ed by Indian authorities. Fortunately, clarifica-
tions from Axiom and NASA have since cast more
light on its purpose. While 1SRO and the Depart-
ment of Space are still expected to proactively
disseminate what they know about their activities
under Gaganyaan, not least because of the mis-
sion's T20,000 crore price tag, Mr. Shukla's trip
ought to strengthen ISRO's preparations, Human
spaceflight is a highly imolved endeavour: once
inspace, the crew is on its own and the resources
to respond to a variety of situations are limited,
According to a statement ISRO published after
the mission launched on June 25, Mr. Shukla and
Prasanth Nair - who is also part of Gaganyaan's
first cohort of astronauts and was part of the Ax-
fom mission's backup crew - were familiarised
with "advanced spacecraft systems, emergency
protocols, schentific payload operations, micro-
gravity adaptation, space medicine, and survival
traits”™, As the mission pilot, per Axiom, Mr. Shuk-
Ja wns also coached on docking and undocking,
manual operations, atmospheric reentry, and
anomaly management. Onboard the space sta-
tion, Mr. Shukla was exposed to operations in the
Japanese and European modules, for which he
and Mr. Nair were trained in Japan and Germany,
15RO Chairman V. Narayanan has also said that
the Axiom mission cost less than what 1SRO
might have had to invest if it had o train Mr,
Shukla on its own. In all, the NASA-Axiom-ISRO
tie-up emerges as an admirable outcome, even as
space agencies continue to closely guard space
technologies for their strategic value,

Concerns that the limitations imposed by the
UASs International Traffic in Arms Regulations
would prevent the duo from leaming much may
also be laid to rest. Instead, they may be replaced
by concerns about ISRO%s plecemeal commuinica-
tiod. Astronatits cut inspirational figures and ap-
peal to all ages. As India prepares for its first hu-
mian spaceflight mission, there can be no better
wiy to build excitement than by facilitating ac-
cess to India’s astronauts. The lack of initiative is
hard to rationalise, although it is still not too late,
15RO as well as India's soft power platform will
make copious gains by expanding outreach and
easing public access wo the spacefarers,

Trump must ask Russia to back down
from its maximalist position
l)n-sid:m Donald Trump has made a U-

turn on Ukraine, shifting from his cam-
paign pledge o end the war within 24
hours of taking office to promising to send more
weapons to Ukraine and threatening to impose
“severe taritfs" on Russia and its trading pariners
if the erisis is not resolved in 50 days. The shifk re-
flects the complex realities on the ground, Uk-
raine, which has lost more than 200 of its terris.
ries, inchuding its Sea of Azov coastline, to Russia
since 2004, agreed to a ceasefire, under pressure
from the Trump administration, based on the
current frontline. Russia had initially responded
to Mr. Trump's peace push. It agreed to a naval
ceaselire in the Black Sea, and halted attacks on
Ukraine's energy infrastructure for 30 days, Mos-
cow also declared brief ceasefires and sent nego-
tiators to Istanbul for talks with Kyiv on June 2,
despite a drone strike by Ukraine deep inside
Russia, targeting its bombers. But after the LS,
joined Israel to bomb Iran, despite Tehran's nu-
clear talks with Washington, Russia accelerated
attacks on Ukraine with drone attacks and troop
advances in the Dnipropetrovsk region. In a call
with Mr. Trump, Russian President Viadimir Pu-
tir sadd he would not back down from his goals in
Ukraine. Caught between an intransigent Mos-
cow and pressure from his allies, Mr. Trump
seems to have decided to change course.
Nevertheless, Mr. Trump has ruled out giving
Ukraine long-range offensive weapons, The plan
is to send defensive weapons, including Patriot
systems and ammunition to Ukraine through NA-
allies, While Patriots could be effective in
shielding Ukraine’s skies from Russian sile
strikes, they are unlikely to alter the balance in
the batthefield. And, the LLSs ability to hurt Rus-
sia through direct tariffs is limited as bilateral
trade stood at just §3 billion in 2024, But if Mr,
Trump opts for secondary taritfs, the impact
would extend to other countries, ineluding india,
China, and Brazl, Since the start of the Ukraine
wat, the US. and Europe have imposed multiple
layers of sanctions on Russia, which have failed to
impact the Kremlin's war policies. By threatening
to penalise third countries for Russia’s actions,
Mr. Trump is doubling down on a failed policy,
and also jeopardising the energy security of
countries such as India, an American partoer, Mr,
Trump must realise that he cannot resolve global
conflicts through imperialstyle ultimatums and
threats. Instead, sustained diplomacy with Mos-
cow and Kyiv is essential. Russia must come
down from it maximalist demands, and Uk-
raine’s security concerns should be addressed.,
His focus should be on hmHn.q i I|I|dL||l. gmund
between the Russian and Uk toy

The parameters of success’ in Bihar’s poll roll revision

easuring success is complicated;
assessing the impact of one's action
can be even more challenging. The
desire to be successful is different
from the desperation to demonstrate success,

Stakehobders hive different yardsticks for
measuring performance depending on their
interest leaving the vital question "how does ane
measure ane's own success?” The Election
Commission of India (ECT) could perhaps be ina
trilemma in the wake of its June 24, 2025
announcement of its Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of Electoral Rolls in Bihar, caught among
palitical parties, citizens, the judiciary, and its
own eonscience,

Once again, it finds itself in an moddable
imbroglio, responding to the judiclary's questions
arising out of the justified anxiety of millions of
electors, valid apprehensions of neutral
observers and urverified suspicion of political
interest growps.

Thie ECI embarked on a seemingly laudable
and perfectly legal exercise to purify electoral
rolls, declaring its resobve to inchude all “eligible”
and exclude “ineligible” persons. The underlying
assumption was that some "ineligible” people
had infiltrated the electoral rolls, escaping
detection during its due process of documentary
and physical serutiny that Electoral Registration
Officers carry out before lsting anyone in the
electoral rolls. Even the mandatory periodic
revisions could not filter them out over the years,
Noone could possibly object to this effort,
however formidable the task, Yet, the ECI found
itself facing a barrage of opposition from political
parties and civil society organisations for
undertaking this mammoth exercise and
imposing an impossible demand on clueless
citizens in Bihar as they prepare to exercise their
mast powerful right - of electing their
representatives, It is akin to asking for a marriage
certificate after years of happy married life with
children as proof of a legal union.

An institution of repute

Tov be sure, if there s one onganisation in the
country that is capable of carrying out gigantic
exercises, it would, without doubt, be the ECIL
From preparing the first electoral rolls in the
1950 in trying circumstances, to updating the
rolls necessitated by the reorganisation of States

Ashok Lavass

s farmer Election
Commissianer and
Unian Finanee
S::r:lary of India

It remains to be
seen whether
the Election
Commission of
Indis ks able to
ensure a falr
exercise of
verification

in Bihar

i1 1956 when it was suggested that the term of the
House be extended to allow the ECI enough time
to revise the ralls. The ECLdid not want a
constitutional amendment because of its inability
to complete a mandatory requirement and Hved
up to the :halluw. SIHLE Ih:n. it has repeatedly

s ¢ in handling mega
tasks with astounding success.

Whether it is enrolling a billion people or
setting up a million polling stations, mobilising
over 18 lakh polling officials for conducting
elections and training them, or dealing with
moving 30 lakh electronic voting machines, the
ECI has done it with aplomb, ably supported by
the government machinery. In the process, it has
carned the gratitude of an entire country and the
envy of democracies across the world, Countries
that may bave the spirit but not the systems have
ul::n luulu.d upan the ECI as a model in m.mhg

procedures, in gal
resources, and its effective nmwlmhl: appmnn:h
in building consensus among political parties.

This has earned the ECI the trust of voters and
imparted it a credibility that has been
acknowledged by the media, supported by civil
society organisations and earned it the respect of
the judiciary. Indeed, some have referred to it as
"gobd standard”, belying the cynics who believe
that "all that glitters is not gold.”

The Bihar exercise

It is in this backdrop that the sudden
announcement by the ECI o carry out a purge of
the Bihar electoral rolls has invited unpleasant
reactions. As opponents question the ECIs
motives of raising the spectre of mass
disenfranchisement, the ECL s in overdrive trying
to demionistrate the ease with which this
apparently unwieldy eperation imvolving nearly
wight crove registered electors in Bikar is being
completed,

Meanwhibe, it has eased some stringent
procedures, allowing those enrolled after 2003 o
use the entries of their parents in the 2003
electoral rolls to support their citisenship claim,
It hias anlsor allowed Booth Level Officers (BLO) to
acoept enumeration forms without the prescribed
document to prove the eligibility of the post-2003
electors. The relaxations by the ECIobwiously
ramped up the daily submission of enumeration
forms giving the ECI the basis for daiming

stceess of its operations and the ‘support” of the
affected electors. This, supposedly, would deflate
the clamour of the complainants and perhaps
convinee the higher judiciary that the political
sound and fury signifies nothing.

It, however, remains unclear how the BLOs
will “recommend” for inelusion in the draft roll
such electors whose forms are not accompanied
by documents and how the Electoral Registration
Otficer/Assistant Electoral Registration Officer
decides their eligibility in the absence of those
documents. Will the ECI ask such electors to
provide the proof of their eligibility/citizenship
after the draft roll is published on August 17 1Fit
aggrees to expand the Hst of preseribed
documents, as suggested by the Supreme Court
of India (to consider the Aadhaar card, Electoral
Photo ldentity Card, or EPIC and ration card),
will it not simply amount to verification of
identity, and not citizenship? Are we then not
back to square one?

Will the indicator of the ECT's success be the
number of "duly filled” forms submitted along
with "self-attested documents” and electors
readmitted to the rolls that were supposed o be
puritied? Or, will its success be the number aof
“ineligible” electors disenfranchised? Those who
are dead, who have migrated or have enrolled
twice should have been weeded out in the normal
course. Did their exclusion warrant this
extraordinary exercise?

Om presumption of citizenship
By ascribing presumption of citizenship to the
electors in the 2000 list, is the BCI claiming that
after its current SIR, all these in the electoral rolls
will be aceepied by the government as citizens as
i the Citizenship Act amd no one's eredentials
will hereakter be questioned? 1 the government
willing to accept this presumption?

Noindividual is responsible for being bom
where she is, nor for creating documentary
evidence of the date and place of her birth,
parentage or citizenship, The authority
empowered by the law is. Like many countries,
Invcliin bowo buas Loy unicher which it is not the ECI
that is designated as the competent authority: at
least not as yet. However, broad the ECTs
shoulders are, they may not be strong enough to
carry someonse else’s burden,

Leet us see for whom the bell tolls in Bihar.

A better terror fight with J&K police under state reins

of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), Manoj

Sinha, emphasised that the eradication of
terro fromm J&K was the government's top
priority. In his address on the occasion of the
passing out parade at the Sher-e-Kashmir Police
Academy, Udhampur, he called upon the J&K
Police (JAKP) to utilise the modern technology to
counter security threats, prevent radicalisation
and triumph over sdverse situations, He exhorted
the JAKP to adopt a multi- pmnncd apprwnh and

0 m June 16, 2025, the Licutenant Governor

ia wn |ddian Arriy
weteran {colonel] with
substantial
experience orsendng

hamess the power of i

engagement, technology and In::r -agency
collaboration, based on good old beat policing.

Crucial asset

Mr. Sithia could not have been maore securate in
underlining the role of the local police in fighting
terrorisi. The primacy of the local or State
police as the fulerum of counter-terror operations
is o well established fact. The central forces - to
include the armed forces and central police
forces = always supplement and can never
supplant the State forces, The strength, and
henee the advantage of the local police in the
given contest, comes from the fact that its
persannel belong to the region and know the
terrain and demography like no outside force
wonthd krnonw,

This intangible asset, as part of the repertoine
of the local police, is mainly due to their connect
with the local population, facilitating high-grade
intelligence of terrorists who operate amidst the
population, Can we deny the fact that the
terrorists who were behind the Pahalgam strike
on April 22, 2025, are still at large mainly due to
an exdsting gap in human intelligence (HUMINT)?
0O, for that matter, there indeed was a lack of
HUMINT prior to the strike and that had it been
present it could have averted Pahalgam? Unless
we acknowledge the gap, learn lessons and
proceed aceordingly, it will be challenging to
ward-off potential terror strikes,

1t is upon the government to constantly

in
enviranment. He
currertly teaches at
the O.P. Jindal Glabal
University,

Sonepat, Haryana

Macing the J&K
police under the
command of the
elecred
government will
ensure policing
strategies that
align with the
local
population’s
CONCEms

improwve the functional aspects of JAKP, which
could contribute to the overall consolidation of
the security situation. A beginning needs to be
made by placing the JAKP under the command of
the government that has been elecoed by the
people.

The local population has the most intimate
connect with the elected representative, who
canmnot be kept out of the loop as far as the
security situation is concerned. Developments
such as terrorist movements and overground
workers” activities in an area can never escape
the notice of peoples” representatives, who are
one of the most crucial stakeholders in the
security matrix, [t is reiterated that locals always
feel more comfortable to share information with
thieir sarpanch or their Member of the Legislative
Assermbly (MLA) than with someone from a
central agency.

Restore the democratic structure
J&K has a rich and vibrant democratic culture
wherein the population has always participated
in local body elections with much enthusiasm. In
fuct, the participation peroentage in elections
decreases as one goes up the structure to
Assembly and parliamentary elections,
Unfortunately, due to the fragile security
situation, the local elected representatives —
though elected from time to time - "d’\l‘ never
been emy
provishons,

The democratic order in J&K needs to be
restored, with all thers in the structure of
wovernance from panchayats/municipal bodies to
MLAs and Members of Parliament activated and
made responsible for seeurity. In the laid-down
thered structiire, the JAKD hias b vital role towards
participatory execttion. If not, there will be an
attitude of indifference on the part of peaples'
representatives, with a likely trickle-down effect —
of an indifferent local population = which will be
detrimental to counter-terrorism,

Policymakers will have to encourage a

§as i the ¢ 1l

structured dialogue between police forces and
Iocal leaders to collaborate and address
comumunity concerns, gather information on
terrorrelated activities and enhance public safety
initiatives,

Thls r.urlm.rnhip can lead to more mfurml.d
decisi g and imy
engagement in pc:lndn;; cfforts. Ina um-m
situation that exists in the various sub-regions of
JEK, terrorism has a local flavour, contextualised
by participation uF local terrorist tadr‘t‘ﬁ upcra:mg
with foreign These diverse
will have to be tackled by respective |l)Cd|
povernance, against the one size fits all approach,
The JAKE, with its basic unit at the thena level,
has always been enmeshed with local governance

oy sl uce amazing results.
Bridging the gap
In the present si of elected rep i

hawing been kept out of the security matrix, the
desired end will always be found wanting. The
policy measure of restoring the control of the
JAKP under the elected government will facilitate
better accountability and responsiveness to
community needs, ensuring that policing
strategies align with the local population's
concerns and aspirations, Elected officials can
play a vital role in bridging the gap between the
police and the community, fostering trust and
cooperation essential for effective law
enforcement and counter terrorism.

By halding Assembly and parliamentary
elections in J&K, we have acknowledged the
aggency of the people; the measures undertaken
will remain an unfinished agenda if not add 1
in an inclusive manner. More than terrorism, it is
abotit granting a participatory governance model
s against an elitist model, to the people. Mr.
Sinha's overall sim of community engagement
will remain a pipe dream if elected
representatives are not incorporated with vigoar,
to respect the decision of the people in electing
them. An improved security situation will follow.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

saves travel time even

Bihar poll roll revision
There is a wide gap
between how the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has planned the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar and
hew it is being conducted
on the greund. In a State
with lew literacy and poor
administration, it is highly
suspect that an exercise of
such a magnitude can be
carried out in a fair manner
in a short period. Ground
reports have exposed major
rigging of the process, with
voters not receiving a copy
of the submitted forms and
groups of booth-level
fou:ers fllllng out

in bulk and

achieve a durable peace,
o

signing them on behalf of

unsuspecting vaters, This is
alleged to be happening in
several locations. One can
extrapolate the situation in
rural Bihar, away from the
media glare. A greater
challenge awaits voters in
the second part of the
campaign, when a majority
will be required to validate
their elaim of eitizenship
with a mandated
document: an onerous task
that is likely to result in
their widespread
disenfranchisement.
Perhaps, there could be no
other time than now for the
top court to act,

Kamal Laddha,

Bengalur

With the Supreme Court

refusing to stay the ongoing
SIR in Bihar, a State which
goes to the polls later this
year, the EC| has been given
afree hand to conduct the
exercise There is political
advice to ensure that the
SIR does not end up as a
citizenship verification
drive, which appears to be a
distinct possibility. There
could be an unsean hand
where the SIR is concemed.
. Aravind,

Bengahury

One must not undermine
the sincere efforts being
made by the Booth Level
Officers working under
pressure and limited
resources, The ECl must act
decisively to protect bath

voter rights and
institutional credibility. The
ECI should pay attention to
constructive criticism as
fault-finding may reveal
practical solutions.
Strengthening, not
politicising, this process is
essential for electoral
integrity.

Avinsshiappan Myllssml,
Cosmbatare

Noise pollution

Intening religious verses in
high pitch may be godly
blandishment for ane
section but a nuisance for
athers. Despite knowing
fully well the relation
between silent prayer and
peaceful life, even the
educated religious virtuosos

e

seek out ghoulish noise. It is
unfortunate that highly
literate and thickly
populated Kanniyakumari
district has become an
epicentre of noise pollution.
It has become tiresome for
people to stay within closed
raoms with eardrums
hurting. A blanket ban an
naise pollution may help
improve the quality of life of
the passive listeners.

T. John Paulus,

Kannsyakumari, Tamil Nad

Food on Vande Bharat

On at least a few occasions,
the food served on the
Vande Bharat trains does
not meet quality standards.
| have travelled on this train
and there is no douwbt that it

though the tickets are
expensive, | travelled
recently to Kozhikode and
the food and beverages
served do not take into
account the needs of people
wha are concerned about
their general health and
diabetic health. The masala
tea is premived with sugar.
The rice, mango drink,
chocopie, and the sweet
kesar are not food choices
diabetics like me want. The
Railways should include
options for passengers who
have health problems.
Jiji Panlcker K.,
Chengannur, Kerala
Letters emalled o
|ettersi thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
AnY
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Prolifie writer: British writer Frederick Forsyth poses for o partralt in Landan In 2016, 4k

The Outsider: how Frederick Forsyt

, ¥
THSE

DAYS

h

used facts to inform his fiction

Spurning the conventional spy

e (e

s, Frederick Forsyth, a foreign correspondent for British papers, dived into his geopolitical expertise o

write successful thrillers, Other writers like Truman Capote and Sunil Gangopadhyay are also well-known practitioners of “faction’

Archisman Ghosh

beings who can be empathised with, In
spite — and often because - of this blatant
and consclous flouting of established
“rules” and tropes, Forsyth's classic
novels are not only eritically acclaimed

hae comventional spy genre’s
analog charm has withstood
thee test of tme largely due o

its enter
vahie. The generous helping of
hair-raising actbon coupled with overt acts
of machismao, prevalent in novels like
those of Alistair MacLean feed intoa
primal, adrenaline pumped, cyele of
pheasure derived from doses of violence.
Ian Fleming romanticised the genre,
with James Bond conforming to a
patriarchal society’s constructions of
icbeal masculinity. But his characters also
serve as vehicles of wish fulfilment and
modes of deferred rebellion through their
highly individualistic and
anti-establishment tendencies,
Conversely, in John le Carre's writing, the
paychelogical impact of an existence
defined by betrayal and confusion takes
centre-stage, In his work, spectacle is
replaced with characterisation, fantasy
with reality, and sympathy with empathy.

Free-flowing narratives

In a genre thus alternatively populated by
action and emotion, ace il British
spy-thriller writer Frederick Forsyth's
novels, much like him, identify as "the
outsiders”, Forsyth (19382025) does not
resort to scenes of gaudy violence or
higth-oetane fights, instead choosing
understated metion and smoaoth
efficiency as his tools of wension, His
narratives are neither rigidly struetured
nor conventionally plotted, thereby
irnibuing them with a free-lowing,
proceduril linearity.

His contral characters generally cannot
bie bareed into the good-bad dichotomy,
amd often behive as emblems of
caricatures rather than emotional human

hallmarks of the genre, but also remain
equally entertaining for the modern
Holbywood action-addled reader base.
Much of this enduring appeal and feeling
of contemporaneity almeost 60 years since
thekr writing can be attributed o
Forsyth's unique style of amalgamating a
spy-thriller with a non-fiction novel.

Also referred to as "faction” - a
portmantean of the words fact and fiction

the non-fiction novel is characterised by
its mode of presenting real historical
events in a drvmatic format, Forsyth's
appropriation of faction largely adheres o
amore developed style of the genre
popularised by the likes of Truman
Capote.

Archetypal faction novels include
Capote’s In Cold Blood (1965) and Norman
Mailer's The Executioner’s Song (1979),
Forsyth, who in the 1960s worked as a
Jjournalist for Rewters and the BEC before
going freelanoe, was not only in the
epicentre of the then-rapidly emerging
form of New Journalism, but also debuted
as a writer with the non-fiction book The
Biafra Story (1969) < one of the first
eyewitness acoounts of the war from a
Biafran perspective. It thus comes as no
surprise that when be turned towards
fietion in order to make ends meet,
Forsyth's proclivity towards the
Journalistic mode of writing imbued his
thrillers with certain key non-fictional
aspcts,

Realist fiction

The Day of the Jackal (1971) opens with the
dramatisation of a real-life assassination
attempt on French President Charles de

Gaulle by members of the OAS (Secret
Army Organisation), who opposed his
decision to grant freedom to Algeria, The
Oclessa File (1972) includes
pagesapon-pages of information on the
socho-political seenery of the world post
the Third Reich’s fall. The entire first act
of The Negotiator (1989 is designed to
padnt an accurate and expansive pictune
of the geopaolitical chessboard during the
Gulf oil crisis, and even features real
figares like Margaret Thatcher and
Mikhail Gorbachey, These interludes,
while language-wise dry and
heavy-handed, prioritise journalistic
insight and economy of words, and are
purposefully designed to inform more
than entertain,

Forsyth's decision to thus incorporate
his intricate and accurate knowledge of
the inner workings of world powers and
their covert operations into his novels
serves not only to add w their
verisimilitade and urgency, but also
allows him to treat historical events as the
first domino fall - fackal's events are
written as the fictional consequences of
the factual failed assassination attempt.

In his histarical epic Shel Shomay (1983)
(Those Days), Sunil Gangopadhyay tackles
an issue similar to that faced by Forsyth
writing a fictbonal story set in a world
defined by fact. Both authors end up
taking similar approaches,

Gangopadhyay states in the afterweord
that the characters of his novel exist as
emblems, meant to embody specific
socto-cultural ideclogies and institutions

the "protagondst” Nobinkumar is o
personification of Time itself. Similarly,
Forsyth deliberately crafts
one-dimensional characters, whose
ientities are defined by what they
persatiify, In Jackal, The Jackal represents
the Outsider, di Gaiille the Establishment,

the 0AS the Opposition, and Lebel the
Idealist. None of them undergo a
transformation, and none of them tread a
character arc,

Imperfect like life

Historical characters and events are
central to both novels, with the authors
deciding to conduct their stories
alongside the established course of
history, often intertwindng but generally
not contradicting it. Similarly, both
Gangopadhyay and Forsyth forego
adopting any codified, traditional
narrative, In both novels, the authors are
unafraid to depict days passing by without
any significant developments,

The primary focus is always on the
logical progression of events and the
realistic passage of time, irrespective of
the impact this has on the story beats,
The original question, then, stll remaing

in the face of such extensive
rulebreaking, why do these novels work?
The answer might be simple.

It is i truth undeniable that real life
rarely adheres to the rales of literature,
Normal people do not become heroes
following a | 2step programme. The sum
of our lives does not abways fit squarely
into character arcs, Tragedy does not
discriminate between the righteous and
the flawed = it comes for everyone,

And because facts never die, Forsyth's
fietion will not either,

In essence, the “imperfections” in his
nevels are perfected by the imperfections
of our lived reality, and if there is any
lessoan to be leamed from the width of the
master's bibliography, it is that of
spontinetty, motion, and enjoving the
Joirney withoul worrying aboiit its
destination,

Avchisman Ghosh studies Englich at St
Kavier's College, Kolkata
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THE DAILY QUIZ Please send inyour answers ta
dailyguisthehindu,co.in

Nelson Mandela was born on this day in 1918. A quiz on the South African leader

Sindhu Nagaraj trial that tack place in
apartheld-era South

1Y Alfrica between October 9,

QUESTION 1 1963 and June 12, 1964,

Mandela belonged to which after a group of

ethalc growg in Sauth Arica?

[

QUESTION 2 Farm?
WWhat Is the name of the LY

palitical party that he served | QUESTION &
as the president of?
[N

QUESTION 3

What Is the term used ta
define the separation of
peaple Inte raclal or ather
ethnic growps in dadly Wife?

[

QUESTION &

ubkhonta weSizwe was
assoclated with Mandela,

What was it? leader Nelsan Mandela

Y dylng in peigan In the

QUESTION § 19608, despite Mandala

Wihat wad the name of the actually dying i 2013
cM

anti-apartheld activists
were arrested on Lillesleal

What i the term used to
describe a situatian
where specific false
memories can sametimes
b shared by o large
graup of people?
Hundreds af people
recorded hawving wivid and
detadled memaries of
news caverage of Seuth
African antl-apartheld

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. This player halds the
record for most singles titles at the
tournament. Ans: Martina Naveatilovs,
nine tithes

2. This food combenation is famously
assoclated with the taurnament. Ams:
Strawberry and cream

3. Thee original colour of the balls used in
the tournament and the reason why it was
changed to the curment yellow. Ans:
White; It was difficult to spot white
balls on colour television

4, The electromd |ine judging ald
introduced at Wimbledan in 1960, Ans:

Cyclops

5, Thee spoaf mavle starring Andy Sambserg
that was partly Insplred by the fisst-round
match between John lsner and Nicalas
Mahut n 2010, Ang: T chays by hell

Visual: Name this bird. Ans: Rufus the
Hawk; It scares plgeons away from the
courts

Early Birds: Subdey Shet] Tamal Blswas|
Harldas Fal| Piyall Tull| Sumana Dutta

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S Upendran

“Hi! What happened to you? You look like
something that the cat dragged in”

"Look like something the cat dragged
il What's that supposed to mean?

“When you say that someonse looks like
something the cat dragged in, it means
they look very untidy or dirty. For
example, after playing in the mud, the
kics looked lke something the cat
dragged in."

"My friend Ram always looks like
something that the eat dragged in”

"Anid you are trying to be ke him, |
suppose! Why do vou look like something
that the cat dragged in?"

"1 was playing kabhadi "

" playing kabbadi! Don't you have a
chemistry test tomaorrow?™

“Yeah. 1do. But I'm not too worrbed
about it. You know why? Because | got
muore marks than Sujatha on last week's
physics test. Isn't that great?”

“That's wonderfull But Twouldn' let
that go to your head”

"Don't bet that go to my head! What are
your talking about?

"What 1 want to say is, don't let your
suceess make you overly proud, If success
of praise ‘goes to someone's head', it
miakes them conceited or prowd.”

"o the expression to go to someone’s
hewd” is wsed to show disapproval. 1s that

rig]

“That's right. For example, after
seoring three centuries ina row,
Venugopal et success go to his head and
soon became a complete failure”

“That happens to a lot of peaple. A few
years ago, my cousin came first in the
university, He received a gold medal, He
Jet that go to his head, Soon he lost all his
friends."

1 guess it's only human to let success
g o your head. But my father keeps
witrming e, Don't bet anything go to
your head! Try to follow his advice”

"Must be difficult to follow, thowgh.”

" Heel peckish. Do you want
something?”

"You feel what?”

i..s..h, The first syllable

“deck’ and "check”,

"nd the ‘ish’ in the second syllable is
like the ‘ish” in ‘childish’, “fish’ and “wish’,
1 supps

“That's right! Do you know what
‘peckish’ means?™
o, 1 elesn't.”

"Peckish is o word that is mostly used
it British English. It is used in informal
contexts, If you say you're feeling peckish,
it means you are hungey. Not very hungry,
biuit slightly husngry.”

s it o, to sy, [ usually feel peckish
around 10:30 in the evening?”

"Sounds good o me. | usually feel
peckish in the afternoon.”

UIF T sy 1 feel peckish, it means 'm
anly stightly hungry, right?®

“That's right.”

“But what if I'm very hungry. [ mean
really bungry. What do 1 say then?"

“You could say a number of things. For
example, you could use the word
“famish’. By the tme | returned home, 1
was famished.”

"Can | say, please give me something to
eat. I'm famished?”

"You certainly can!™

Putdished in The Hindw on April 15,
1997,

Word of the day
Boffo:

resaundingly succossful and papular

Usage: roryoars, he was o boffa box ofice
certaindy.

Pronunciation: rewsthlive/bafiepra

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rbofow

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.codn
with the subject ‘Text & Contest’

L ] AR
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Indians deported from

Football banning

the US. since Trump's

orders in England and

THE

Rape cases in
Maharashtra in fi

1 HINDU

Number of people

The rise in Al adoption

second term began

The Minkstry of

l 63 External Affairs
9 relterated its

advisory wrging Indian travellers to respect
lacal lwws, Mianwhile, India and the U5
are i thedr fifth round of bilateral trade
talks, with Mr. Trump hinting at a potential
deal soon. aui

Wales as of June 1

Active football
2 4390
L (FEOS) in

England and Wales increased by 12% over
the previous seadon. An FBO |5 a begal ban
that staps a parson from attending

matches due to diserdedy behaviour. Over
685 new FBOS were |ssued last season.

registered (n the State between January 1
and May 31, Including 30,000 thefts, 524
murdiers and 156 dacalties, In Nagpur
alone, 10,423 cases were registerad, of
which 6,000 were frem the city. =

killed in a shopping

among U.S. small

five months of 2025 centre fire in Ira

Atotal of L6
lakh criminal

cases were

The masshve fire broke out
at the newly opened

In Mut, mastern Irag, on late Wednesday,
Amang the dead wene 14 charmed bodies,
still unldentified. The flve-storey bullding,
opened just o week earlier, reportedly
|ached proper fire safety measures. o

Cormichi Hypermarket Mall

businesses in 2025
In percent. The jump was even
4' preater among firms with
10-100 ermployees, where
adapticen rose fram 47% te 68%. Top uses
Include data analysls [62%), content
generation (55%), and customer
engagerment tools ([46%). o

CEMPILED 1Y THE MIROL CATA TEAN

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com,/the_hindu (@] instagram.com,/the_hindu

How is China leading the green energy sector?

China’s renewable energy revolution is the result of decades of strategic state plan
in theri

FULL CONTEXT

Habir Jeet singh

i installed more wind
tierbines and solar panels in

2004 than every other nation

combined, This statstic alone
underlines how China has sped ahead in
the global green enengy rce, cornering
the entirety of the renewable supply
chain due to firm contral over the
extraction of key raw ma
polysili nal lithium. ©
dominance over the manufacturing of
solar paneks, wind turbines, and Ium:rllx

China's renewable enengy revolution is

the result of decades of strategic state
planning and massive imvestments in
arting with modest pilot
warly 20005, Beijing is now
beadding in solar panel
productbon, In 2004 alone,
allocated a remarkable $940 |:||||u|| inito
thi renewable enerity sector, aceording to
UK. hased research omganisatbon Carbon
Bried, from an initial investment of $10.7
billion in 2006, In compark i
renewable energy sector received a
combined total investment of $3.4 billion
I 2024-25 s per the Council on Energy,
Environment, and Water, highlighting the
stark gap.

Turning crisis into opportunity
Apart from clir
inspired Chinag's green revolution was a
mounting crisis of extremely high levels of
air pollution, uruplu] with concerns
about energy
20005, the country's reli
cithes nearly unliveabl

o o l.llill hiad
resulting
g and
jha it was visible lmm space
and had y;lnll.'n:d ghobal attention.
Importantly, growing public awaren
about 1h|:i|d\-\:lﬁi' affects of air pollution
played a key role in pressuring the
m]h‘."“lﬂt‘“l to act.

Moreover, surging electricity demand
left parts of the nathon tectering on the
edge of blackouts. Also, incre
dependence on foreign ofl eriggersd
concerns over energy seeurity, China's ofl
imports are largely dependent on West
nd sensitive shipping lanes through
it of Hormue and the South China

Therefore, what began as a survival
tegy cuickly evolved into a pl
for national ambition. In less t

| underdog to o

neenergy driven superpower. The
turning point came with the 1th Five-Year
Plan (2006-2000), which elevated
renewable energy toa national strategic
priority. The passage of the Renewable
Energy Law in 2005 created legal backing
for this vision, g i access
guarantess and price incentives for wind
and solar produce articularly private
enterprises that received generous
government subsiclies. The state poured
o infrastructure
ovinees lke Gansu,
Mongolia, and Jangsu were identified as
early testing grounds for wind and solar
farms, in keeping with the Chinese
economic practice of siarting with pilat
projects belore sealing up.

The role of S0Es
State-owned Enterprises (SOEs) and
banks hid a key role to play in executing
plans that were bed by China's National
wl Reform Commission
ational Ei ¥
!\dmmlxlnlmll (NEAD. Public sector banks
provided heavy loans, while indust

K »
K

banks had a key role to pli

pants Hke State Grid, Huaneng, and
Genertee brought wind farms and so
parks online at record speed. As SOEs,
theese firms didn’t face the fnancial
limitations of the private sector,

The speed was enabled by a blend of
l vand market dynamiss
policy push ensured demand at
home, the sheer manufacturing scale
drove down prices abroml. From the
start, Beijing had a global vision for its
ambitions, using programmes such as the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to push
wrwen triade, whether through the export
of solar panels, e wction of
i n Africa or building

s effects that pri
enterprises cannot achieve, that is what
|i d Iu this y:nm II: ] hieved by 501

pruv_idcd I:y the L'u:lrill gevernment in
lll:hllmulllnnd.ll  low |IIlL'I‘t'15I dit,

technology. Specis §

only involved in I:lllll.llngdulm stic energy
infrastructure but also served as
ambassadors of China's gree
abroad. S0Es account for

aligning economie development wli ||

» of

globial dominance in renewable energy.
Without them, China's rapid leap from
fossil-fuel giant w renewable superpower
th global influence would not have
been possible.

Lessons learnt
China's green ¢
bumps along the way. For |
mibd- 20005, wind and s

By push wasn't without
nce, in the

1 and massive investments in innova
ina as i clean-energy superpower

Clean power: Workers install solar panels at a floating solar plant in Hualman, Anbul prosince, China in 2007, ReaTers

Angola to Hungary to Bangladesh, China's
peopolitie wenee in the sector has
become deeply entrenched. The current
focus is on ensuring dominance in the
next wive of dlean energy technologies,
With support guaranteed by the state to
firms such as Longl, Goldwing, and CATL,
production costs have been slashed d

to market dominance, le
i i [ les of

outpaced the ability of the national grid wo
absorb their output. This led o the
curtailment of enengy, especially in
northern provinees sucl
Mangolia, Jili o

a critical
ssion infrastructure.

ation of renewable
energy projects was rapid, other aspects
of national infrastructure could not keep
up with the growth, Bedfing responded
through heavy investmaents in ultra-high
rstmiission lines and more focus
an better integ
national grid. Over a decacle,
doubled its investrment from $3
in 2000 to $88.7 billion this year,
iu!ml'llinghl Hr‘lirrrs.

!.ul'mld} |:I|Ii|(|l.'ﬁ to ﬁ(]lf: |:|:.|1 ©conrged
1l expansion, withou
versight, The AP
encouraged a build-at-all-costs me
leading to redundant projects and

ross the sector, To cormect
ing tightened oversight
il emphastsed planning
thae Fvoured effickency and

One esson
e for

spoeed could not
trump structure and organisation.
Global influcnce

With a sprawling global network
61 countries and a web of joint ve
with local stabe-owned entery

niext wave of advaneement in rene
technology will arive in the form of

Alpowered smart grids, green hydrogen,
and next-generation nuclear technolog
like thorfum reactors, all of which Bedji
has set its eyes on with the same fo

af aggressive state investment, b

e
deployment, and focus on the export of
technology and influence.

Thie work] now faces a bifurcated
enel r'gy landscape, as t

nerigy industries I|1n|uy:|1
isrms lke the Inflation Reduction
Act, The key difference between Cl hlIIL'M.‘
S0Es and Western privite er

ly titilise their vast s

enables low-cost, high-speed dL|‘|H}I‘|1lI!I
af renewable tech, while the West
grapples with higher costs, sbower
implementation, and far more complex
paolitical considerations on the adoption
af green energgy within each of their
countries, The contest of the futune,
ultimately, will not be about panels or
turbines or cimate targets but who sets
the rubes of the global energy game, Wil
thee future of elimate tech follow Bejing's
centralised, seale-driven bluepring, or will
amy other player be able bo innovate fast
encugh and demonstrate a credible
counter-model to offer to the world?

Kabir foct Singh is a student and writer
based in Beijing, with a deep intevest in
tobal ecoromics, energy policy, and
China's aseent,

tate-owned enterpr

THE(
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Fram the start, Bel[ing, had &
wlobal visan for its ambsitions,
using programmes such as the
Belt and Road Inltlative [BRY) to
puish grsen trade, whther
throagh the exports of solar
panels, condtructian of
hydropower stations In Africa
ar bullding wind farms in Latin
Amenca,

-

Apart fram climate goals, what
ralnly Insplred China's green
revolution was a mounting
erisls of extremely high levels
afalr pallution, coupled with
cancera about enengy
Insecurity.

-

The key difference between
Chirvese SOEs and Western
private enterprises (s the ability
af the Chinese state ta mobilise
Large-scale manufactisnng
capabilities and property utilise
thelr vast scale,
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PONT WORRY ABOUT ME,
1M HOT ALONE —
1 HWE TEN FAMILY
WHATSAYP  GROUPS
ON MY FHONE , AND
THEY'RE ALWAYS

WITH ME svr S

Navigating nutrition information
in the era of social media

Social media thrives on black-andbwhite thinking, and much of the information is not always accurate; nutrition science is all about context, dose, and
indivicuality; genetics, gut microbiome, lifestyle, stress levels, and cultural bac Lgmuud all determine what works for you, say experts

Mubeela Khan

© you Start your mommings

with detox water, flaxseeds,

chia seeds, eat collagen for

skin during the day and add a
dose of magnesium for good sheep? If your
WASWET 5 yes, you are not alone,

The global bealth and wellness market
stood at 1.4 rillion in 2024 according toa
report by MeKinsey, the multinational
consulting firm. The report highlighted
that peaple are prioritising wellness more
than ever and are looking for
sclence-backed products,

How is wellness and nutrition a central
marmative of our comversations these days?
nutritionist Amita Gadre
"Toddivy, the ultimate status
health and vitality. A glowing
skin, a high-enengy ifestyle, and a fit
physbgque are the new aspiratons. And
sockal n-nln Is the perfect stage for this
chispl

Hewever, in an information-filled
world, people are strugeling o
understand nutrition selence, an a
stucly that I8 aleeady a complex subject.

A recent peer-reviowed study
eomductied of Indian students highlighted
o “seeial media impaets an individual's
entlng patterns by acting as & stimuls for
mmediate consumption of food, eravings
uls." Another study from
s founeh that social media
coess and implement
nutrition information while showing the
mability of participants to assess whether
mutritbon information on social media is
evidence-bised and correct”

A simple Google search tells us whit to
it or drink and how much, for our
welght concerns, skin concerns or even
conditions such as diabetes, However, this
Imformation is not always accurate, as it is
soametimes not backed by strong sclentific
evidence, may promote conflicting views
wndd could even distort scientific findings
o promede one particalar food fiem or
product, "While social media has raised
awireness, it has simultaneously created
a "Wild West” of information that has

ce behind nutrition
nekar, sche 3

.lrul fosod? Vikrant

officer, Biology ¢ Bhabha
Centre for Sclenoe Edy nexplained
that the small intestine has an extensive

supply of blood vessels tw facilitate the
uptake of mutrients, He added that
excess vitaming, minerals may not ghve
immediate benefits because water-soluble
n b s
lost throwgh body flu
excessive oll soluble
harmful for mv:nlmllal

'xplmhwd In W r:ulnuum-

. Giiwel
iy fot immediately impact our

Consumption patte

it A rece i pierrevlEwed study of Indlan students Teund that social medla significantly Infuences eating behaviours by trggerng

Immadiate food cansumption, intenufying cravings, and encoursging partielpation |n food trends, SETrY IMAGES

haealth, "Take Vitamin C as an example
(From oranges). It is water-soluble, so
abserbed in the small intestine and
ried in the blood. Your body takes only
what it needs. The rest Is excreted in
urine, No amount of oranges can foroe
your skin to glow instantly. Glow comes
from a combination of hydration, healthy
fats, protein and antboxidants, not just
one vitumin, Also, absorption depends on
ut health, the presence of other
nutrients, and overall balance.” “5o yes,
et your oranges. But also eat your dal,
riee, ghee, sabai, nuts - glow comes from
nourishment, ot gimmicks.”

‘Food as a cure’
What many struggde to understand or
often misunderstand, is whether food can
cure diseases or medical conditions. Krish
Ashok, author of the book Masala Lab
explained "good food provides
Ingredients for the body's immune system
to function at its best (genetically
determined) acity, But beyond that,
food eannot act ke medicine.”

1t Is the same with seeds, sploes and
water, According to Ms. Gadre, kitchen
Ingredients such as carom seeds or fennel
sevds (ajwain, dalchin, feera, saunf) are
great in culinary doses and have
tralitbonal digestive benefits, When asked
I they could help lose welght, she sald,

“To expect them (o cure obesity or

diabetes s taking it too fir. Superfoods
don't unde overeating or thvity.
Welgght loss and met mulh health require
exercise, stress and sleep management
and ealorle balance

Cesmmaenting on daily water

regquirements, she said, " Hydration is
vital, but that 8glass rube is generic.
Overhydration ean lead o electrolyl
imbalance. A good rule of thumb: d
whien you're thiesty, sip more in hot
weather or after workouts, and observe
your urine colour = pale yellow is ideal.
Water doesn't flush toxins.”

A simple keyword search - 'how to
lose weight” unwraps a whale lot, Search
results lead w multiple videos explaining
heow to bose wieight with the help of
‘nintural ceemple’, These videos say that a
concoction of vegetables suc
cucurmber, celery, and bitter gourd
constitute "Nature's Omemple’ and claim
that this can lower blood sugar and melt
I.|| Oaempie ks an antidiabetic and
Hicine which is prescribed
medical supervision for weight
management.

Thare are lm:lilplvvlnh«m promaoting
in vegetables and drinking
1 for wedght boss,
. commenting on this trend,
+“There s no clinical evidence
supporting these drinks for sustainable
welght loss. Moreover, Ozempic is a
prescription GLIP drag used for type 2
dinbetes under strict medical supervision,
¥ thut with karela [bitter
e further warned that
sumption of rw vege

ink

ble julces

wan cause bloating, nutrdent Imbalances,
risk of kidney stones and even blood
g

foods, i also creates fear around a few
food products. T undersianding
whiat 1o eat and what lml mare complex.

Both sugar and earbodydrates have
earned a bad reputation on social media,
And while too rmuch of either can be
detrimental, many take extreme
measures to curbs it from thedr diets, The
Mayo Clinic prescribes: "people need at
least 130 grams of carbohydrates every
day to meet the body's energy needs.” A

Johns Hopkins blog post on sigar

explains, "Our bodies run on sugar,
Removing natural sources of sugar and
arbolvydrates from your diet

¢ products and grains - is nota
Iu.llihy chobee™, Diets that cut out all
carbohydrates and su o such as the
ketogenic diet, can be harmful to your
health, it says,

Ms, Gadre added: “Soclal media Hu tves
an black-anchwhite thinking. Nutrit
sehence ks all about context, dose
indivicuality. 1s sugar "bad™? It d
Aspooniul in your chal is vastly different
from drin tre of sock, The diet that
worked for o 22vear-old actor in
Baollywood is unlikely to be the right fi for
aA5year-old working mother in Delhi,
senetles, gut microblome, lifestyle, stress
levels, and eultural background all
determine what works for you." When it
comes toa nuanced understanding of
nutrition science, randomised controlled
trials are the gold standarnd to understand
how and why certain foods get easily
absorbsed by the body, But a lot of claims
are based on observations and
abservational stuches, and therefore can
or cannot be applied to everyone,
(Nabeely Khan i a Delhi-based health
and sefence fournalisi.
nabeelalnayvetigmall com)
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Thet glabal heatth and wiliness
market stood at 514 trillien In
2024 according to @ repoet by
McKingiy, the multinaticnal
candulting fiom, The repart
highlightid that peopbe are
priontising wellness mare than
wver and are locking far
sclence-backed products
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A Google search tells us what
o eat or drink and how much,
for aur welght concims, shin
concems of evien conditions
sisch ad dinbites, Howevir, this
Infarmatian Is nat always
accurite, a5 it is somatimes nat
bichied by strong schentific
evklence, muy promote
canflicting views and could
wven distort schentific findings
0 pramate one item or
product

-

Wihile secial media promotes
ciertain foods, it aleo creates
fear around a few food
products. This makes
understanding what to eat and
what nat more complie. Th
diet that worked for o
22-year-ald actar In Bollywood
I wnlikily te be the dght fit for
aa5-year-old working mether
In Delhd

crash,

It's e

Immune

working around the damage, what
iF you could replace  what's
midsain

W
Asmall clinical trial, reported in
the New England journal of Medi-
cine in June, tested a therapy
called zimislece]: stem cell-derived
islet cells infused into the
12 people with severe, long-stand-
ing type | diabetes, these cells be
gan producing insulin agal
proving blood sugar control and
preventing dangerous lows,
Iy dlays and challenges re-
main, But for a condition where ev-
ery treatment has meant compro-
mise, zimislecel signals a way o
restore what thee dis
without relying on donor organs.

Type | diabetes beging when the

cells, which produce insulin and

Instead of

other hormones

Blood sug

wer, In

The ide

e took oway | elimin

thents, However,

practie

Poopbe with typs 1 diabetes track blocd
sugar, acdjust insulin and watch for signs
of the next orash, GETTY MAGES

that
. Without these
people rely on external insulin, ad-
Justing doses by trial and error, But
despite automated delivery sys
m- | tems, about 75% don't res
recommended blood su
andd some continue to experience
episodes of low levels,

of replacing lost islets
lsn't new. Transplants from de- | 1o
ceased donors have reduced or
ed insulin w

the procedure is limited by several
| and logistical burdles, K-
hal Themas, professor of endocrl-

Medical College, Vellore,
“Once the pancreas

the dlock starts ticking

mins sk,

newd o Ricordi chamb:

= | o it makes  the
demanding.”

domors, sehentise

regulate

wto functio

wh their
r et

ingg Insulin inside the body,

for ot beast o year

nology and head of the Centre for
Stem Cell Research at Christian

"Extracting the islets
ism't straightforward either. You
1 skilled

¢ not give you enough,
infusion is not that com-
plex, but everything that leads up
process

Instead of harvesting islets from
adle dimishecel
by growing islets from pluripotent
stem cells in the lab, These were
inyg islets
sed into the hepatic portal
vedn, with the hope that these cells
would take root and begin produc:

The trial enrolled people who
had type | dinbetes for more t

Tor prevent thelr bodies from re-
Jecting the transplanted cells, they

Lab-grown cells help restore insulin in
12 persons with severe type 1 diabetes

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

Every day, people with type 1 dia
betes track blood sugar, adjust in-
sulin, brace for highs and lows,
and watch for signs of the next
Even the best echnology,
including pumps and  sensors,
can't fully replicate the naoral
rhythm of a healthy pancreas.

But a new study suggests an in-
novative  approach:

were placed on an immunosup:
pressive regimen free of glucocor:
ticolds. Within 90 days, all partici-
pants were producing C-peptide, a
marker of insulin production, with
Jevels more than doubling by day
365, Blood sugar control improved
in tandem,

Phase 3 trials of dmislecel are
already underway, with 50 partici-
pants from around the world who
will be followed for five years.
his study marks a promising
step forward ina feld that has seen
rermarkably show progress over the
last 70 years,” Mr. Thomas said,
“But if the therapy is eventually in-
tresluced to the market, important
d [ questions will remain around ies
cost and the side-effects related to
life-long fmmumosu ppresshon,”

{Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a ge-
neticist by training and science
communicator from Dellit.
anirtvan, gemeticsisouth. du.ac.in)

two decades, no detectable ins
progluctbon, and experfenced two /‘
four severe  hypoglyesemic
events in the previous year, All 12 For fasdback and
insome pa- | participants recelved a full dose of fug ",
t stands today, | zimislecel and were followed up far *Schance, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.ln with

thet subject “Dally page’

»
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Majoritarian mindset
HE NCERT s revision of the contents of the texthooks
15 in line with the BIP's and the Modi government's
pursuit of & Hindutva agenda. The Hindu Right's world
view and its fixation on other faiths run through the new-
Ty-sdded texts, as is easily seen from their phrasing.
The Hindutva brigade’s ‘Tascination’ with the Mughal
rubers has more 1o do with the use of history for political

B Hans India Edit\

Temasek, others can invest more if the ecosystem is conducive

will be intluenced by the ease with which it
can mavigate Indiak regulatory envirenment,
repatriate profits, and find long-term policy
stability.

A proactive policy framework, free of
sudden reversals or overregulation, would
send a strong signal of reliability, For in-
stance, Inclias ongoing tax disputes and ret-
rospective laxation palicies have, in the past,

he announcement by Temasek Holdings

that it intenas to deploy $3 billion-4 il
bon annually in India is good news, espe-
clally against the backdrop of less-than-de-
sirable Foreign direct investment (D) that
wie et Net P, for knstance, had a steep fall
of over 96 per cent, 1o just $353 million, in
2024-25, There was recovery too, though, as
i April received net FDTof 3,95 billion, the

nesses bn Indla, such as Mandpal Hospitals
and D¢ Agarwals Health Care,

Temasck and other investors can become
more bullish about India If our palicy mak-
ers get their act wogether, To be sure, inves:
tors are cosely watching India, which is
widely regarded as one ol I||e it pmml.\
Ing emerging Wil b

market, a young and growing pepulation, a

implementation at the state level can hamper
profect execution,

Muoreover, geopeitcal tensbons and trade
dynamics Increasingly factor knto capital
flows., With global investors diversifying
away from China, India stands 10 benefit—
but only i it positions itself as & stalde and
reform-oriented alternative. Clear commu-
nication from policymakers, timely exccu-

ot in 35 months,

termed as a “prized asser”

The exposure of Singapore’s sovercign
wealth fund to India has increased 1o over
550 billion, as of March this year, up from
$37 billion a year earlier. In March, Temasek
picked up a 10 per cent stake in Haldiran'sat
avakiation of around $10 billion, which was

“We've been very active In investing be-
hind family-mun businesses, we can invest
across the vabie chain” Vishesh Shrivastay,
managing director of Temasek's Inadia invest-
ment team, sakd in a media interview. Ear-
Lier, Ternasek invested in many family busi-

thriving services sector, and increasing digi-

tal penetration, India offers tremendous po-
tential for high returns over the long term,
However, this optimisn is often tempered
by comcerns over policy inconsistency, regu-
latory  unpredictabiliy, and burcaucratic
inethciencies. 1F Indian policymakers can

widdlress (hese challenges with clarity, con-

shstency, and fores
tors like Temaseh may significamly ramp up
their commitments.

Temasek has already Invested in sectors
such as financial services, technology,
Iealtheare in India, Yet, #s futwre dec

Institutional inves-

deterred many investors. While some steps
have been taken to reverse such measures,
preater wransparency and policy continuity
are needed to rebulld long-term trus.
Adddlitbonally, infrastructure bottlenecks,
delays in project clearances, and land acqui-
sition hurdles are key concerns, [f the gov-
ernment expedites structural reforms—such
as simplifying labour laws, dj
proval processes, and stremgthening contract
enforcement—it would greatly enhance the
Imvestment climate, Investons are abio seek-
ing greater alignment bflh'“'ll central .md

state policies, o

and Digit

ECOTRIY,

thon of flagship initiatives like Make in India
tal India, and consistency in envi-
ronmental and ESGerelated norms will help
bhaost investor confidence.

Temasck and other institutional investors
are ot just looking for growth—they are
leoking for predictable, rules-based systems
where they can make long-term bets withowt
g ap-  lear of regulatory shocks. If Indian policy-
makers can deliver on this fromt, India could
attract mot just higher investment volumes
but also bonger-term, strategic capital, thus
driving decper transformation across its

HINDI & POLITICS OF REGIONALISM

ud
K. HRISHNA SAGAR RAD

VERY now and then,

as predictably as pre-

d«p:l‘:m ::m s,
certain state-level political
leaders raise the bogey of
“Hindi imposithon, Ity as if
they have a trigger switch
tied to their political sur-
vl that goes off whenever
& cent mlsuu\'unmu'nl initha-
tve mentions Hindi in any
capacity, The recent nokse
from Tamil Nadu, Karnata-
ka, Maharaghtra and Kerala
is.a perfect example.

These sates have yel
again accused the Modi
government of trying 1o
impose  Hindl on  them,
even though no such law,
bill, or directive has ever
been passed. What's truly
baflling is that even when
the Centre merely promotes
multilingual education or
recommends Hindi as one
of the national working lan-
guages for optional learn-
ing. it is somehow painted
as & threat to their reglonal
identiny. Let me say this up-
front, this is ot about lan-
guiage. 1 Aever was, This ks
about palitics, Reglonalism
is mot a cubtural assertion
anymaore, it ks a political
lifeline.

The political design

of division

Owver the years, reglonal
parties have mastered the
an nrll..wlns electorally rel-
evant by bullding niche vote
banks rooted in identity -
language, region, caste, and
in some cases, even diciary
habits. They protect these
vole banks as aggressively
a5 & monopolist guards a
dylng prodhuct, not because
it's waluable, but because Ws
all they have left,

Whether it’s the DME in
Tamil Nadu, the Congress
and JD(S) in Karnataka, or
the Left partbes in Kerals,
Udhav Sena, MNS in Ma-
harashira the pattern is
clear, They feed the fear of
cultural annihilation, They
amplify a false sense of ‘oth-
erness’ when it comes to the
idbea of India that the BIP or
any national party propos-

Why drones and Al can’t quickly find missing flood

Roses B Muneiy,
Tromas Maxzis,
Hovstos

OR search and rescue, Al
ks 1ot mo e accurate than
humans, but it s far fasier.
Recent successes in apply-
ing computer wislon and
machine karning to drone
imagery for rapidly deter-
mining buikling and road
damage afier hurricanes or
shilting wildiire lines sug-
gest that antificial intelligence
could be valuable in search-
ing for missing persons alter
a flood,

es. And they particularly
thrive on positiening Hindi
as a weapon of domination.

Lets be honest, these
parties don't fear Hindi be-
cause of what it ks, They fear
it because of what it sym-
bolically represents today,
the growing scceplability
and spread of the BIF and
Prime Minister Narendra
Moddi's idea of a unified In-
dia, one that embraces all
languages without dividin
p"n:kﬁ rough them, '

Linguistic diversity is mot
ihe enemy
Imlla Is mot a monolith, It

I8 a civilisational mosalc of
culbures, scripts,  sounds,
and dialects. The Consti-
tuthon of India recognizes
22 official languwages under
the Eighth Schedule. Hindi
I8 just one of them, And s
Is Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam or Marathl.

To pit one against the
other 1s a perversion of the
very klea of Bharat, Know-
ing Hindi does not dimin-
Ish Tamil identity, Speaking
Hindi in Kerala does not
erodde Malayall pride. Using
Hindi does not bower Mar-
athi abhiman, Language is
Aot o zero-sum game, 0 s
not about subtraction. It is
about addition,

1 believe language is a
bridge, mot a boundary. A
multilingual Indian i &
more empowered  Tndian.,
And  reglonal  politiclans
nead 10 understand  that
unity does not come at the
cost of diversity, It comes
thirough .

The hypocrisy of English
lave and Hindi hatred
Here's what exposes the
real agenda of these re-
plonal parties, their una-
pologetic promotion and
dependence  on English,
From state  government
webslies 1o high coun
Judgments,  from  elite
schooling 10 bureaucratic
communication, English
Is the default in almost all
southern states,

Yet, not once have these
pariies accused the Union
Government  oF  anyone
elie of 'English imposition”
Not once have they stood
up to question why prima-
ry education in wrban ar-
cas of thelr own states has
moved away from regional
languages toward English
mieddium,

Il English is acceplable
for courts, commerce, con-

Machine karning systems
typhcally take less than ane
second 1o scan & high-reso-
lution Image from a drone
versus one 10 thee minutes
for a person, Plus, drones
wlten produce more Imagery
to view than is humanly pos-
sible i the eritial first hours
ol a search when survivors
may still be alive, Unforiu-
nately, woday's Al systems are
ot up 1o the task, We are ro-
botics reseachers whe study
theuse of drones in disasters,

Our experiences search-
Ing for victims of Noosding
and numerous ather evenls

Over the years, regional parties have mastered the
art of staying electorally relevant by building niche
vote banks rooted in identity - language, region,
caste, and in some cases, even dietary habits.
They protect these vote banks as aggressively asa
monopolist guards a dying product, not because it's
valuable, but because it's all they have left

wracts, and education, why
i Hindi such a problem?
Why is English celebrated
as modern, but indigenous
Hindi ridiculed as hegem-
onlct That is not cultural
logic, That is political ex-
pediency.

Let me put it bluntly
they're not against Hindi
They're against the politi-
cal threat that comes with
the spread of Hindi-speak-
ing leadership,

Is Hindi being imposed?

Let's check the facts
Lets strip the rhetoric

and look at the facts.

¥ There is no constitutlonal
amndment  imposing
Hindi  on  non-Hindi
speaking sates,

®The Modi government
has not issued any direc-
tive mandating Hindi in
official state communica-

1
B NEP 20200  three-lan-

guage  formula  glves

complete antenomy o

states in choosing which

theee languages 1o in-
clude in lflw?re curricu:

Tum,

B Most central govern-
ment exams, inclading
UPSC, ane now being of -
fered in multiple regional
Idlq{umﬂ.

¢ push has been forin-

1sbon, ot imposition.

Promating Hindi slong.

side Tamdl, Telugu, and

Kannada is not the same

ws replacing them.

Yet, even the mentlon of
Hindi in a national con-
text becomes a cause for
statewide protests, Its per-
formative outrage, driven

»

show that current imple-
mentations of Al fall short,
Hanwever, the technology can
pliy & role in searching for
Mlood victims. The key is Al-
human  collaboration.  Al's
potential Searching for flood
victims s a type of wilder-
ness scarch and rescue that
presents unlgue challenges
The goal for machine
ing scientists is w0 rank
images have signs of
vietims and indicate where
in those images seanch-and-
nescue  pensonnel  should
focus, If the responder sees
shgns of a victim, they pass

by electoral anxiety.
Employment and
nal integration
Lets talk about who res
ally matters - the Indian
youth, In today’s economic
lanslscape, mobility is key,
People no  longer  work
where they're born. A sti-
dent from Telangana may
gt posted in Himachal. A
nurse from Kerala might
land & job in Gujarat. An
engineer from Tamil Nadu
could be working in Dielhi,
In this context, know-
ing Hindi is a competitive
advantage, not a cultural
Tirden. It helps aon-Hindi
speakers  navigate inter-
state  opportunitics  more
smoothly. It opens doors
in the governmem sector,
armed  forces, hospitality,
transport, and retail indus-
tries, It increases efficiency,
eases communication, and
Taiibds bonds. 1s that such a
terrible outcome?

What the Modi govern-

ment s actually doing

The accusation of Hind | im-

position rings hollow when

you conshder what the Modi

government is really doing

with languages.

* The Natienal Education
I\:IIw encourages foun-

dai IJIIﬂI C‘I!Klllill in
the mather tongue, not
Hindi

B The gover nment is invest
Ingg in translation of tech -
nical, engineering, and
medical textbooks ino
Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,
and more,

» EGovernance platforms
and services are  now
available in multiple In-

the GPS loecation in the im-
age 10 search wams i the
fidd to check. The ranking
Is done by a chsifies, which
s an algorithm that learns 1o
identify similar instances of
abjects - cats, cars, trees -
from training data in order
o recognize those objects in
e i

For mﬂf. In a search.
and-rescue comtext, @ classi-
fier would spot instances of
human activity such as gar-
bage o backpacks 1o pass 10
wilderness  search-and-res-
cue teams, of even Identify
the missing person them-

dlian languages, not just

Hingi and English,

& Initiatives like "Bk Bharat
Shreshtha  Bharat'  ac-
tively promote cultural
and linguistic exchanges
hetween states.

This s mod imposition,
This is preservation, pro-
maotion, and  partoership.
The Modi government is
enabling the growih of re-
wlonal languages, not un-
dermining them,

Wha's really failing
reglonal languages?
1T anyone is responsible for
the weakening of regional
languages, it b8 these very
parties who cry woll over
Hindl. Thelr state school
curricula are poorly funded.
Their public universities are
often linguistically discon-
mected. 'Igtll budget alleca-
tion for language research
aned prom ot jon is negligible,
These parties use their
language only as a slogan,
mol as a policy priority. They
turn up the volume on
Lty politics when needed
and mute their concern
when in power. There's no
cultural war here. Just elec-

toral theatre,

The false dichota Hime
i vs, reglonal identiny

I find it dangerous how a
false dichotomy has been
manufacired,  The idea
that you can cither be Ta-
mil of learn Hindi That
you must choose between
Ibeing a Kannadiga and be-
ing a multilingual Indian.
This binary thinking is re-
wressive, U undermines our
very ethos & o civilization
that absorbed and evolved
through dialogue, linguls-
tie, philosophical, and cul-
tural, Langusge is not the
enemy, Political weaponiza-
tom of language is.

We need political
maturity, not lingulstic
paranoia

India is at & crucial point
in its journey, politically,
economically, and cultur-
ally, We cannot afford 1o
squander this moment over
invented fears, The political
maturity required now is to
rige above  identity-based
manipulation and ook at
language through the bens
of national progress.

Let’s be clear. no one is
forcing Hindi down any-
onds throat, But we should
also not allow a hamdful of
insecure regional leaders 1o

selves. A classifier s needed
Irecause of the sheer volume
of imagery that dones can
produce,

For example, a single
20-minute flight can produce
over 800 high-resolution m-
apes, Iithere are 10 lights - a
small number = there would
Toe aver B0 iimages. I a re-
sponder spencs only 10 sec-
onds koking at each image,
it would take over 22 hours
of effort. Even if the task is
divided among a group of
“wpuinters”  humans  tend
o miss areas of images ansd
show cognitive fatigue,

black opportunities for mil-
lioms of Indian youth.

Let's not make it harder
for a Tamil boy to dream of
a pob in Madhya Pradesh,
Let's not limit the aspira-
tions of a Kanmada girl
wanting to work in Chandi-
garh. Knowing Hindi helps
theny, not harms them, And
let us mot forget, a muliilin-
gual India is not a divided
India. It Is a stronger, more
comnected, more confident
India.

Unity through language
Over the years, I've had the
privilege of working and
speaking across many Indi-
an states. I've seen firsthand
how knowing a few key In-
dian languages changes the
way you connect, indluence,
and lead,

In my own political and
public life, the ability 1o
speik Hindl and English,
while thinking in Telugu
has been a powerful advan-
tage. It has not diminkshed
iy bdemtity. It has enhanced
my effectivencss and con-
nect across the nation.

The same principle holds
for our youth, Dont be hebd
hostage by those who want
to limit your growth uider
the gulse of protecting your
culiare,

Bharat is a symphony
The idea of Bharat is not
built on linguistic uniform-
iy Is buil on cultural
harmony, One can speak
Kannada and be a prowd [n-
dian. One can write in Ma-
layalam and serve in the In-
dian Army, One <an think
in Tamil and lead in Delhi,
We need to end this manu-
factured war on Hindi, We
st call out the politics of
regionalism for what it s,
a dh}\l‘l’dll! ‘“(‘n‘lﬂ to re-
main electorally relevant in
the Face of a rising unified
national narraiive,

Let our children learn
any language they intend
to - Telugu, Tamil, Kanna-
da, Malayalam, Hindi, and
English. Let them dream
in many languages, think
across borders, and work
across states,  Because In
the end, the language of
unity Is understand ing, mot
uniformity,

{Awstlvar i3 the Chief
Spokesperson of BIE Chair-
it for Nattan Building

Foundation & a Harvanl

Buginess Schoof certifiead
Sirategia,)

victims

The ldeal solution s an Al
system that scans the entire
image, prioitiies  Images
that have the strongest signs
af victims, and highlights the
area of the image for a e
sponder 1o Inspect, It could
also decide whether the o
cathion shoulkd be Nagged for
speclal atlention by search-
anc-rescue <rows, Where Al
falls short While this seems
o be a perfect opportunity
for computer vishon and ma-
chine learning, modern sys-
tems have a high error rate,

(The Comversation)

manipulation and mobilisation than its interest in under-
standing Indian history. 1tis fond’ of this particular period
of history as i provides the grist for its political discourse,
The emphasis is kid on the Mughal period o buttress the
argument that Hindus and Musdims have been constantly
in conilict - nothing could be furnther from the truth - and
make a case for Hindu revivalism,

The reference to the British colonial rule as ome which
“drained India of its wealih' seems o be a feeble attempt 1o
claim objectivity, As for the mention of "Chiristianisation’,
schools and hospitals built by the Christian missionaries
1o benefit the masses, mainly the long-oppressed lower
castes, oo could have been mentioned, The lament in
the revised texts that the British destroyed Inddia’s tradi-
thanal ways of life and its indigenous educationsl system
and “imposed foreign cultural values' ks of Immense socio-
loggical significance, History Is not to be looked at through
tinted glasses. Un fortunately, the NCERT gives students
exposure only to a sanitieed version of history,

& David Milton, Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

Long overdue move

HE revised NCERT Class VI vextbook is a long:
overdue correction of colonial narratives, By ac-
knowledging the massive econamic draln from India and
exposing how “modernisation” came at the cost of indig-
enous systems, It encourages eritical thinking. Including
Rocal ecucation models and the rise of the Marathas adds
depth to the period often overshadowed by Mughal-Brit-
ish binaries. Ir“pmwly. the balanced approach showing
both exploiestion and exchange helps studemts grasp his-
tory with nuance, This bold, evidence-based shift deserves
laiming forgotten persp and

fnnlrrln; a maore self-aware srmllhn
Dr H K Vijayakaemiar, Ralchur

Is still Akbar* The Great™?

HE new Soclal Schence text book 1o be newly intro-

duced by the NCERT for students in the 202526
academic year, portrays Mughal rulers .especially Akbar
among others, as intellectually endowed and also those
who plundered the Indian population. So, how can his
name lnﬁlng with the rarest title * The Great™ still hokls
apt and relevant?

Seshvagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

Unbiased journalism

Y heartfelt congratulations to The Hans India news-
per on completing 14 years of publication and
entering into its 1 54h year, | am very b o wirkte that
The Hans India Is the only newspaper which has an Edu-
<ation page published every day, [ cagerly look forward 1o
your Sunday Edition for the Readers Pulse, Yours is the
oaly newspaper which has a page entirely for the readers
and we feel Ir er to share our thoughts with you | am also
ghad that many of my thoughts and opinions have been
published in The Hans India Your reporting ks unblased
and highly professional. Wishing Team Hans India a very
bright future .
Parinala G Tidas, Hyderabad

Save Nimisha Priya

HE fate of Kerala nurse Nimidha Priva sentenced to
dieath under Yermeni law for murdering her business
partner and Yemeni natkonal Abdol Mehdi looks bleak
with Mehalis family refecting the offer of blood money
made by her family, The international community must,
through good offices, mediate Nimishas release, as the
woman was forced into the disholic crime 1o escape
harassment by, and get back her passport from Mehdi,
Yemen, an Iskamic nation must do justice to the spirit of

Torgiveness espoused inthe Holy Cuaran.
D Gearge licoly Kochi

Too much Hindutva on display

WHAT Is going on in Uttar Pracesh? Kanwar yatra
is a major Hindu pilgrimage held usually in July,
.\Lm,ult (.uh'lng more | mportnce ID the pdlgﬂmngr many

| institutions have i, ronds have bieen
opened to pllgrims only, and meat shops and eateries
maintained by minorities have been asked to close against
Supreme Court order,

About 17,000 trees have been cut In Ghaziabad and
Meerut to make way for new routes. U P government’s too
much support to Hindu religion is against secularism. Su-
preme Court must interfere to maintain democracy and
secularism,

P Vigter Salveraj, Tirunelvell

thehansreader@gmail.com
BENGALURU ONLIN
Dharmasthala murders:

Court-monitored SIT probe sought

BENGALURLU: A retired Supmm Court hdp and seve

eral activists he d ded a chal I Team
(SIT) probe into the shocking Dharmasthala " murders, 1o
bie mosnitared by thi Supreme Court or the Kariataka High
Court,

The case ivolves the alkeged killings of multiple women
and others. Dharmasthala is a renowned Hindu pilgrimage
centre In Karnataka, Addressing a press conference at the
Bengaluru Press Club on Thursday, retired Supreme Count
Judge, Justice V. Gopala Gowda demanded that, “Given the
gravity of the al offences and the distressing informa-
thon suggesting that these crimes may have been commit-
ted by highly influential and powerful personalities with
nlgniﬁvun: political clout, we strongly recommend the fol-

lowing imvmediane actions”

sy /papat
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Shukla impact on youth,

science,

Group Captain Shubhsnshu Shukls emerged from the spacec u.l'l
Giraod aftor hia succoasful 18-day mission to the Internatlonal
Stathon (155), e became S mor i just Dnd)
i, e panir
i becamo an insplration for ch

marks o significant tuming III!M in lredla’s space
n 1904 with Rakesh Shacma's 11

i o diseid

Shukla's space voyi
Journey. which began

policy will echo

O
la's ﬂmlﬂulmlulwlhn‘

L s tha ow faco of Indla’s space ambition
ddrion aindl studints,

ght Into space aboard

the Sovket Unlon's Soyue spacecraft. However, the curmmt space jourmey 1s
qualitatively differeant from the 1904 misskon, as Shulka represents o new Dndla
that has emerged as one of the major ghobal powers,

Indla’s partnership with Axiom Mission 4 is couctal, as it propared Shukla to
Boied the country's human space mission, Gaganyan, In 3527, The experienee
wedned through Shukla’s waining with Nasa and SpaceX, including real-tme
crew-ground coordimation and the endurance of the physlologleal effects of
spneetlight, hus squipped Incian agencies with insichts that would have oth-

erwlsn tiken years bo nocumulate.
At from helping India gin moaltime knowledge sbout space voyages,
Shulla's misslon may well serve as o paychological booster for new genee-

thons to take up caroors in selinos and wehnology,

Shukla’s mission will i, Iisian e il vicloos fraim the 1SS could serve as
am Enaparathon For Likhs of voung minds in india,
contribute to Indin an ispirution for Lakhs of i il 40 Il mm LETTERS
uildin, At several schools across the country, spece n
ap0cs s Wiy wore o, and cionc ichers epord all 0 0 UNBECOMING ACT
ly discussed micropravity, which was one of the
1308 and achleving uijects Shukln experimented on at the 155, The
ripple affect i undentable: India's noxt goeration is surprising that severa
a moon landing by  ripplo effect is undeniable: Indin's noxt i It that ]
2040, It may have s now dreaming not just of becoming onglners or people in India want the
lastod 18 days, docton, bt astronauts, astrophysiclats and space g
but antropreneurs as well, " family of the victim to par
Impact on With Bedjing huving bigiger plans for space, Indla don Nimisha Priva who In
IHIMMNW eannot remain uninterested, both for the sako of af the group's 27 billlon -~ f be y <o With
and policy will echo.  1ts youth as well as for accossing the best technolo- people, 86 par centofwhom  Spite of being a nurse with

o b the world, Even if o fraction of the students
wha have bean insplred by this mission chooss spaes 'hmmm:lrﬂllrmmlwr
pveneurship, Endin's futn os o leading spoee powor will s muoch moee seeure,

A sicconstil spaco misslon, whils snhancing India's globnl standing, could
also I\n]lrll " COLITIT mﬁnlwwmnl military techinalogies, which are widaly
s in lseslon
I‘nmluull Uit I\mlmchm Invalved bn the misskon coubd be applied o o
military communication, navigation, remote sensing, border survedllance,
difence gear, HVAC systems, protective clothing and electronkes coollng. subr
wmarknes, hoat-resistant Hghtwolght materials for protective shields, high-al-
tucle aviation, robothe aems, milltary drones, bomb disposal robots, military
survedlance equipment, and defence commnnd systoms, mmnf athars,

Tha space mission could nlso equip Indie, which houses o sbeth of the world's
population, with several technologhes that could improve its healtheare, u%:‘!-
culture as wall as industry. An exam :l|l'| IJ| i ecclusbve military product that
runs the whole world now is ARPANET, which s known ns the Internet today.

Shukln's spoce misslon will also mnll I]:lulll to Inelin budbding its own space
Atwthon by the 20008 and urh!wh? o Larsding by 2040, Fs mossbon may
P Dnstiod Just 18 diys in oebde, but its impaet on Indian youth, selenes wnd
olicy will echo for years 1o come. While Shukla has just returned to Barth,
clla's space ambitlons hivve sehloved th tros 1T,

Learn to respect different views

le don't need I'|1Im !'m‘ rr:.nl a dictionary,” the Supreme Court's curt

reminder to the vestigation team (SIT) of the Haryana

police, formed on 1ts orders 1o Investigate two cases ngninst o profes-
sor of Ashokn University, polnts to the way the low and power are being
abused by the State, It s also a reflection on how Ihc?‘ harass citfzens an
soek o steip them of their fundamental rights, including thelr ight to
apooch wnd exprossion, The SC's interventlon stopping the SIT from
axpanding the scopo of the l;ru!n- i ealling the tenchir for o ffth tme in
thi name of investigntions 1s, indesd, o waleomao atop,

Thi two FIRs fled agalnst the sesdembe wore bised on two Faeebook
posts b hind writton ceforr II\‘( to Ciperathon Sindoor, The court
sotting up of the SIT comprising senlor P8 officors “to v Ll
comphexity and for r|‘1!1mru}r|:l‘w dntlon of the language used in the post”,
After two montha, the court found the SIT was misdirecting tself and selz-
ing devices the scademic used ll,NIﬂ from questionbng him over his fo
tripa. The court refused to buy into the argumoent of the SIT°s counsel st
it 18 the prevogative of the investigating officer to illll. lde on the mode of
Investigation, and insisted that its scope was lmited © ascortaining the
contents of his two soclal medin posts mll.ip'.

Thore was no doubt India was attacked by Pakistan-based terrorists and
that the countey hsd every right to retalbate but that does not mean that no
citizen can share their opinion on the matter, Such an oplnion may or may
not be palatable to the powers-that-be even snd I11Il|)‘ aor may not i into the
government's nareative; but the government still cannot take away the
ageney af the eftlzen at will. And i it does, such o nlrnlbllr can hardly call
Ttself o domoeraey. Thi apes court must seo o it that attempts to muzedo o
cltizon are not welcamoed in this countey. Moreover, 1t must ensure that the
Inatitutions ul the !m\mmnn-nl havie ng overweaning power to hirass any-
bacy under the guise of conducting investigations. Free will 1s o slgn of a
healthy democracy, and the government must learn to live with fts eritles
and dissentors,
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Reflections

e US secre-
ﬂ:z‘lﬂainlv Dhean
thon'e it
that “Groat Brie:
ain has lost an
anplee and not fowsd o
role” might have  bein
answared in omly July
whamn fulsome tritate wis
EI:I i London to Sir
heidath "Sanny” Ram-
phal, the Cammonwenlth's
ongest-serving  (1975-60)
and most dynamic secre-
tarygonoral,  who  wis
“move geaernl than secre-
tury” according e New
Zoaland's former Prime
Minlster, Robert Muldoan,
and - Prime  Minister
Narendra  Modl  visited
Trinidad and Tobngo.

Tha SEmembaer Conman:
wnlth might sven sueeosd
hl:lwlllnumlmm!:u'mlllu
T o Wiest Aslo wihose war-
ving ontities — Palosting,
which became lawel whin
the Zlonksts overran i,
Jdordan, lrng,  Lebanon,
Syrin and Egypt — war all
once British  contralled.
Perhaps o o expects i
o provide active backup
foree to the Guadrilitersl
Suulll'lirn Dabogue — of
Australla, Indk, Japan ane
thi United States that o for
mar Japaness  Prime
Minister, Shinm Abe, hud
heped would establish an
“Asinn Aveof Democracy”,
But  the peomlss of
American  nuclear sk
marines undorlines the
und’s alm of keplng the
Indo-Pacific roglon fee of
Chinn's stratmgems. It |
alse s et that  the
Commonwealth, largely
but not entively compris-
kng e oded Bedtiah eonpdee,
ks boclny the largest g|:1m|
ﬂn?u hat i not dominmted
by China's wealth, technol-
ogy, strategle priocities,
commerclal activities or
dipboematie prisenos,

nitially, of course, the
Commorwenlth wis #een
an a pollthenlly corvoct
extonsion  of  the  Faj.
Clement Attlee, the Britls
Prime Minkstor who hil
presichd over the transfor-
mathon in M7, even sug
gested to Jawaharal
Netiru that e hauld find a
title from “Indla’s hevole

El ' oy King (n"ﬂl‘ ¥l
or it coaned fo be
["miml‘nr of Indin, Seeing
i humarous slde of s
when the  London D
lavation said in 198 that
after becombng o republic,
Enedlon would remdn i the
Cammonywealth and neos
thir Britksh soveredm ns o
Hiyabol af th e asiocks-
tion af e independent
mamber natlons and a8
such the Head of the
Cammonwealth”, the mo-
vurch sadd o India's high
comunisslonee bn London,
VK, Krishin Manon, whe
had drafted the declarn-
by, 54 t hecoine 'ns
ot even
|| g thie ]lullun
"Imllnh rrmn l ]
manwealth — can dhmn-
ksh the paychologienl posi-
Han that Hritain historic
Y oeeuphis i thin vl
lngual,  multinational,
multh-rliglous proup of
soverekgn  nations  that
Britaln once vuled. Brexit
iy even have intensifiod
Britksh intevest, with 15
Commonwealth countries
sthll  nelnowledging  the
Eeritinh mornurch as Bbead of
state, A Guesn Elizabeth
I noted  In her 1063
Chrlstmas Dy brondeast,
ahit envisioned the Com:
morwealth as “an entively
v cemetlon — bullt an
e hlghest qualitses of the
Spdeat of Man: friondship,
loyalty, and the destre for
Trewdonm v pence”,
Mehru's justification wos
loss enthiiainstic because
b could nat exorciss the
ghosts of his gerseratbon’s
strugghe ngainst British
vule. Hut desplte his cool-
neas, he loved attending
Commonwealth — confer-
ances. Indka also his an
ot bve reason for bonding
with countries like Flj),
Mauritiug, Trinkdad and
Tailuaga, Jamaden and Gu-
wani, That s " Girmitive
o eorrupthon of "ngres-
ment” — fndicating the in-
dontured lnbour system,
abaurers belng “girmits",
That bitter memory |nsp-
kres and underlics nuny
poums by the Fijkborn -
af, Sotersdra Nandasn,
Shricath Remphal's grent-

wrandmather was o “gir-
mit'" twhoe over, determ-
I ot 1o commit satl. Go-
hhtm Inuteh Guyana s an
Insdentured labourer, he
virturmad & fow yoars later,
o b pferctie] by b fiianily
an ale hid croded the
dromided kel panl. So, shie
Dacain o geirwnid nggadn. this
tme in Brltish Guyana, Mo
wanider ot groatgran dean
vesolutely  opposed  any

live I1| Mln il Afvica,
Twed B0 il
Tiom yuumi |n~:1nlu in the
roup are Iadian, Indis s
hsit forieth baegeat eontrib-
fai to Commatimiltl biid-
gets and programmes, 1t
alse provides funds and
facilities 10 some of the
snilber countries thit need
Tl p with thidr internation
al representation,

The  Commanwealth
hlped squash lan Smith's
racist rebellion in South:

orn Rhodesla (later Zim-
enbw) e e the vickous
aparthedd system in South
Atvica, It b tacklod donn:
‘thngg taskes fivelreg thie Clodul
South Ike the clash bt
wisii dlinoer ey and divil-
apmient, elimate change,
pratectionism, nuclear pro-
Heewration and threms to
sl ond valoerable ot
thes. Given this backgro-
wnd, seasoned Common-

Kb af prvudice,
1 knserw frowm hi,
afde,  Patsy  Robertaon,
thragh whom | fest et
Silr 'ihlklnlll that after the
1903 New Delhi sumnit,
when he slipped awny 1o
winit kncognito the Caleutta
1lud=n fram whera  hig

walth 1night yet
b able revive the Oslo
meitgatiations for m two-state
salutlan e larael's mardee-
aus ethnie rlmma-lmi.
Many In London I||-'\'|-
that but - for
Iumnhulll Ir's nlllltmt‘t. :I g

il
Kl ko wel, Putay wi
the founding spirit and

flrst  chalr

Commanwenlth |
atfon. Her bellef in the
Commanwanlth wis

unshakeable, and Bar pos-
slon for promating s ree-
VIS, Ewaering,

b S Shricadh said in
1985 “Onie off the functions
of the Commonwealth is
not to displace the UN but
tor bl the N to rondise Its
prbs by kespiing the lines
of 1:ummu|uun| an open'.

0 I!P\?‘ o hls son-bi-
liw, the Caribbean dipko-
mat, Sir Ronald Sandors,
wha dellvered the fdth Pat-
-[;- Momorial Jecture aftor

the memarlal service for
'ilrhln Iclith, thee Reverend
. Aawdrews, who vislted
{' yana in 1509 st Mahat-
ma Gandhi's — request,
Toolced bnsto the infant Rum-
phal's ayes and declured:

“This child will have o long
and vewnidng e,

Anather girmis, Guyana's
Chasdeld g, made isto-
1 I L6 by becoming thie
Fiieat ethale [ndkan b bead a
povernment outslde the
subenntinent,

A more substantive rea-
san for Indin's interest |s
that It s the biggest
Commanwenlth country,
accounting for 60 per cent

b secretar
ﬂl would long ago have
e tiiefed out of stately
Marlborough House. While
Margaret Thatchar ealled
African Nathonal Congrass
activists “terrorists”, Pae
&y, boading the Conman-
wealth scrotariat’s infor-
matlon department, wis at
b camtre ol o worldwide
ntwark of politicians and
Journalbsts who helped to
turn the tide of opinion.
“Tha Commanswealth 1s ot
to be trifled with™, she
wnrrsed e, arching an eye-
D 1 @ Bkl gt

Nanl  Palkhlvaln s
Beliived to have lamontid
that the Cammanwealth
didn't have sox appoal, It
somotimes seems that ¢
doesn't hwve  valor either,
It con pcquire both i In-
din's medin doesn't syco-
phantically follow short-
slghted Indinn leaders in
oorying up o lsmell P
Harijanin Netanyahu, “We
cannol negothite Tor the
world,"  Humphal  said,

“Euat wis ean hielp the warld
1o negotiote”, The Com-
manwanlth's cahorent vo-
L for dmperacy, aquality
and {nternational salidar-
ty can hielp in that,

The weiter i3 a senlor
Jeirnalise, columnise
and axthor

a heart full of compassion
not only murdered her
business partner but also
Indulged in bizarre acts of
dismembering, mutilating
and hiding the body.
Expecting the kin of the
victim to accept 'blood
money’ is ridiculous con
sidering the brutality of the
crime and mental torture
of the family. The victim
Talal Abdo Mahdi may have
swindled, abused, coerced
and tortured the nurse
physically or mentally as is
being alleged, but a grue
some act is not the answer,
M.C. VIJAY SHANKAR
Chennai

AIADMK-BJP ALLIANCE

Edappndl K Palanigwami's recont
atatemnants that his word wauld b
final i the ALADME front in Tamil
Narlu arid his ety will soseur o g
fln-lnl v majority in the S asses
bly wlacti are understat
abde, glven the s interost in I
conlition  government,
ATADME alllance wins the |K|l|n.!
cortnin that the BIP will inslst on o
conlitbon government. Its better to
chonr the abr before the electbong,
With anti-incumbency and other fnc-
toas walghing nggainat the ruling gov-
arnment, thy ALADME mixy have an
e over the DM, though the ebec-
thones wre almost nlne months oway.
Sunkaranarayanan
Chennal

GIVE HEALTH FOOD
TO THE POOR

With referenee o your veport that
Purlinmentarians will be given ragl
millet Ik, Jowar upma, mocng dal
chilln s g liled fsh with vegetables
s per anesw health menn, The plan s
o sorve up a platedul of nutrition for
et Lovwmankers, offfelals and visitors
ton the temple of democracy, as they
do work Jong hours, Though we do
appreclate thele  concein o b
qunlllwlumw--ll\u |a|n:i:||- Iranleally
wone ol therm do attend even 2% off
Purliament sosslons, which sees rag-
ular wishouts due the wallout or
bayeatt by uppmllluwmrﬂ:v
ahadevan

Chennal

Mail your letters to
chennaideskindveeanmeall.com

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

Top secretaries
0 not retire,
they just acquire

some new roles

hera wis o thme when superannus-
tlon" meant something Now 1t's just
the data you pancll in untll the next
extenglon arvivas. Unlon homd secr
tary Govind Mohan s the lntest to join !M
t Indlan Extension Club. He was due to
retire in Septem Not anymaore, He's
now staying on until August 2028 O Inter,
It's all very smooth and above . The
glmmmucomml.lmonhhmmﬂ:nllgnl
anol
acariavaioa ERCirRanl LT AT
Extonslons have now Immmn O vouting
than retirements. The Cabinet secretary
Lives on an ll'ml.lll. mmul rlm Ravl Sinha
W, sndly w0 e s' I'lrlll.lll.n in
RAW miado it |nt|mn thanetd
Elmlla,rl)' aeross Btates, ' Iw caari i provd
rad{tion. In West Bangal, chiol secrotarios
mnl.'_v ritlee, Thay just acquire more titles,
Others? Not so fortunate.

This brings us ln uncomfortable ques
tion, What about all the highly capable P
cors walting lMIr lum“ 1t's hard not to feel
For ~ tha ones who played by the book,
ticked all the boxes, and still didn't make it
Maybe they were too junior by a month. Or
too distant from Dalh, Or just unlucky.

Maoanwhils, the extended family of babus
mlrchlnl on. Retiroment is for the lesor
mortali.

THE SOFT POWER OF COACHING

wins only a matter of time befors the paral-
Lol universe of IAS conching mlml iclerd
mesally with the real world of judicial
process. Dr Vikas Divyakictl, the founder of

Drishth IAS, has trained thousands to clear
the world's most gruelling civil servicos
axam. Now he now finds himself learning the
hard way about due process,  From
tha ather slde of the table,

An court has tnken cognisance of a
defamation complaint against him for

T Iy disparaging the judiciary
Ina video, nTnd clnmm style monologue
o s, Bt 1 eove 1o b & 1
e wis ippn Lt
wire for I.«np'lp i

Most know Ih‘llhll 8 a clvil sorvicos Fm
duction fctory, It founder lsn't mevely a
teachor; he's a phi har-king for Illslll af
hopefuls, Coach ngnumlllknh m are unolll

elal institutlon-bullders. They sh I-
tudes, internalise hiorarchios, and, as this
cane shows, occaslonally overstop,

Dr Ddvynkirel may not hold a post, but hig
eultural upllll runs doep. His words carey
further than some ﬂwwnmonl elrculars,

And when you're Indirectly Influencing the
next generation of distriet collactors, It pays
o mensure your metaphors.

So, while the court decldes the Inﬂl murits,
the lnrger tmkeawny I8 clear: In the burea-
erathe food chain, oven the fesders st mind

?xcludoﬂ from LTC benofits — mnll-ln-

dehildren of
and sven grandparonts — the elreular lllpl
lna Iltlln mmuJ limibt. Lost we I.nlpuneon
cluslons, this lsn't some bald ne cr
a mlmltlnn. a clarifleation, a I|l toning ol'
scrows | |ron| o to RT1s and complaints
about whoa eligible to tag along on surkarl-
lr“l:lnml vnll.l.onl IIIII :M plll‘lllnl is
classic b ni-truth.

thadr diet, What's said in jest in a
e echo dangerausly in a courtroom. When
mn‘g::;n in palicy, that's a lesson worth fil-

HOW GOVT PREFERS NUCLEAR FAMILIES
There are fow things in life more complex
thamn lndlln family troes, eecopt, perh

government Fules trying to keep up with
thar. Rnl.nr th department of peraonnel &
temini tl)ol'l‘ which Imljull updmd its
Lawwe wvel DMM!OI\ (LTC) Il\l el nﬁl

with the kind of bureaucratic

sarkarl memos can deliver, A JuI dclr-
eular clarifying who counts ns “family"” for
! "ru oses,  And  tucked awasy in
the officlaless 8 o gom: “Not more than one

wife,”
You read that right, While listing those

It also InIanllY opens o window into
the complex raonnl laws, famnily
ArTANEEMEnts, and the Contre’s cautious
dance around them. India allows for plural
marriage under certain roligious laws, but
the state? The state profers

| ank you very much.
aslde, this |.l part nl' n Jlmr challamge: Our

riales aften Lag behind the reallty of modern
ralationall Ilve In partnars, l:n "] w
ants, blan lon — none

it
nnﬂ.r Imlde I!ul.n 1 of the CC8 fl.'l‘CJ Iinlﬂ.

thaeim, hate therm [grore them af natlon-
al peril, "is tht b b greearanion and Dilip's

Deltef. Share signiffoans babu esooy
{ﬁpm fansfotmatl.com.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

TREAT BALASORE TRAGEDY
ASANIRBHAYA MOMENT
TO MAKE EDUCATION SAFER

sexually-harassed 20-year-old driven to immolate her-

self on her college campus is not just one shocking

tragedy—it's a damning indictment of the country's

educational system, where the supposed protector of-

ten turns predator. Look at the larger canvas beyond
Balasore, and you will find such abominable acts happening
at some of the natlon’s elite institutes, too. According to the
government's submission in parliament, between 2019 and
2023, top-tier institutions such as [IMs, 1ITs, central univer-
sities and National Institites of Technology reported 666
cases of sexual harassment lodged by students, faculty and
not-facilty members. These are only the cases reported to
the Union government; as the Odisha example shows, not
all institutes submit such annual reports. And all this hap-
pered despite the existence of stringent laws agalnst sexual
harassment at workplace and the University Grants Com-
mission’s well-laid norms. The National Edueation Poliey
of 2020, too, makes a strong pitch for enforeing all anti-har-
assment rules. However, the rampant nature of such crimes
across the country is a telling commentary on how ineffec-
tively educational institutions and governments have acted
on this front. In 2024, the Delhi High Court underlined the
disgusting nature of the beast—the abuse of power by a
teacher—in the case of a professor who was forced to retire
after sexual harassment charges.

The FM Autonemous College ineldent must jolt the collec-
tive consclence of [ndia. With the student, what also went up
in flames was the most sacred thread of the fabric of guru-
shishya tradition, the trust and respect that Bharativata es-
pouses as a core value system. An eroding bond between the
student and the teacher 1s a dangerous sign. It's also a wake-
up call to put a stop to the perversion that has permeated our
edicational nstitutions—from elementary schools to top-
noteh post-graduate management institutes. The political
slingliest over the eurrent ineident must go beyond politicisa-
thon of the issue; it must address the elephant in the reom—
how to root out a malaise that poses an existential threat to
students. A healthy and safe social, physical and psyehologi-
cal environment is every student’s fundamental right, which
the current framework is failing todeliver. The Balasore trag-
edy is a crying call for an urgent national discourse and a
sincere policy dialogue. It must be treated as the Nirbhaya
moment for the country's education system.

EXPLORE ALLAVENUES
TO SAVE NIMISHA PRIYA

HE people of Kerala are anxiously watching the devel-

opments in Northern Yemen that will decide the fate of

Nimisha Priva, an Indian nurse sentenced to death for

mitrdering her business partrer, a Yemend national, in

2017, Yemen's Supreme Judicial Counell dismissed her
appeal against the execution order in November 2023, n 2024,
the country's president approved the order The execution,
which was scheduled for July 16, has been tempaorarily halted
at the request of religious scholars.

Itwas the intervention of Indian Grand Mufti Sheikh Aboo-
backer Ahamed, popularly known as Kanthapuram A P Aboo-
backer Musliyar, that rekindled hopes for the beleaguered
Kerala woman. He stepped in when all diplomatic and infor-
mal efforts to save Nimisha reached a dead end. The central
government recently admitted to the Supreme Court that it
felt helpless in the case, eiting s lmited diplomatic clout in
Yermen. Reports indicate that the relatives of Abde Talal Makh-
di, the murdered Yemeni national, are not ready to pardon
Nimigha. Yet, Islamic scholars are continuing their efforts to
persuade the family to show mercy by invoking the provision
of blood meney in Sharia law

Though it is not yet clear whether Kanthapuram’'s efforts
will bear fruit, the Islamic scholar's gesture has won many
hearts in the country Kanthapuram sald that his plea to
Sheikh Habib Umar bin Hafiz, his Sufi friend in Yemen, to
initiate dialogue with the victim's family was a humanitar-
ian gesture. Despite his partial success in bringing about the
temporary halt, some unfortunate developments unfolded
in Kerala while the deliberations with Talal's family were
progressing. Save Nimisha Priva International Action Coun-
il was constrained to come up with a statement asking the
public to remain calm and stay away from provocative de-
bates on social media. What prompted the council was the
desperate and deplorable attempts by some elements to ridi-
cule the efforts undertaken for Nimisha's pardon. These
posts were translated in Arabie and cireulated in Yemen,
triggering protests in the country.

It's no secret that many people have ideological, sectarian
differences with Kanthapuram and Habib Umar But this is
not an epportunity to settle old seores, because what is at
stake iz a precious life. The Indian government must not spare
any effort to save Nimisha and must be willing to rope in all
thase who can contribute towards achioving that goal.

CHOPPERS ON THE BLOCK

part from campaigning politicians and those i1l in re-

mote places, pilgrims form the biggest market for In-

dia’s civilian helicopters. Chopper travel is a fast-grow-
ing market expected to be worth more than 81 billion by
2030, So, the death of at least 13 people over just 40 days in
May and June on the Char Dham trail should worry eve-
ryone. The predictable reasons inelude ageing fleets, too
few maintenance operators, and overworked pilots. Add
the lack of adequate air traffic control and weather sta-
tions in hilly areas—and you have a deadly cocktail. The
government needs to take a hard, close look at this seg-
ment of the aviation industry, too.

Areka] Tahsk. Bengslory - 560 D99 Bengalur. Vol &1, anmmmq,uuumganphwnm

HE global consulting business,
worth $250-300 billion, is domi-
nated by the Big 4 audit firms
plus McKinsey, BCG and Bain.
Let's call them the Big 7. While
the balance sheets of these
firms are opague, estimates sug-
gest that their revenue from consulting
(excluding audit) in India alone is to the
tune of $546 billion and is growing rapidly
Even though a lot of public attention is fo-
cused on the audit business, the consulting
business is a factor of magnitude larger

Interestingly, this is an industry where
Indians thrive worldwide, including in the
Big?. Yet, there are no large Indian consal-
tancies that can rival the Big 7. Here, we
explore the factors that constrain the
emergence of large Indian consultancies
to compete globally. Guite apart from the
economic case, this is also a national secu-
rity issue. If all expertise is outsourced,
the dependence can be weaponised. In
2023, for instance, it was reported that a
Big 7 firm leaked confidential Australian

nment informetion to US companies,
Ieading to multiple investigations.

The current framework in India has
three constraints that perpetuate the dom-
inance of the Big 7. The first st of chal-
lemges relate to government contracts that
account for 40 percent of the market. We
found that restrictive clauses prevent do-
mestic firms from meeting the eligibility
criteria. Excessive balance-sheet thresh-
ohis, for example, prevent domestic firms
fmm even competing. Consider a January

025 request for proposal worth 71 3 crore
l'mmt]telndustnesand mines departmant
of astate povernment to hire management
consultants. Its pre-qualification criteria
required & consulting revenue of ¥21-50
crore over the last three years, between
203 consultants on the payroll, plus ex-
perience of having done at least five gov-
ernment projects worth over ¥4 crore (al-
muost four times the project value). Such
conditions make it very difficult for most
Indian firms to qua.hlj

Another major issue is that the techni-
cal track record is evaluated at the firm
level, and not the individual level. This
benefits the incumbent Big 7 and not the
individuals who worked on the projects.
If the same people move to an Indian
firm or start a firm of their own, their
past credentials are not counted inevalu-
ating technical expertise in bids for
government contracts,

The government was aware of similar
issues in the audit business. The prime
minister exhorted Indian chartered ac-
countants to build their own Big 4 firms
in his July 2017 address to the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Indis (ICAT).

India still depends on the global Big 7 of the lucrative consultancy
business. That's because self-imposed curbs embedded in various
professional rules stop our own talent from flourishing

TIME TO ENABLE
INDIA’S OWN BIG 4
CONSULTANCIES

IR
SAMJEEV SANYAL

Memien of the Bconomic Advisory
Council o ihe Prime Minister

Then, in April 2021, the RBI issued a cir-
cular to diversify the auditing of finan-
cial institutions. This has led to signifi-
cantly higher participation by Indian
firms. However, similar efforts by the gov-
ernment to support domestic firms in
consulting have had limited success. In
2017, the central government issued a
Public Procurement (Preference to Make
inIndia) Order, giving preference to local
sarvice providers. However, the defini-
tion of ‘local content” in the order is so
Ioose that the Big 7 qualify simply be-
cause they hire Indian staff or have In-
dian proxy firms.

The second structursl constraint that
holds back Indian consultancies is the
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foreign firms. The big ohstacle to MDPs
womes from professional regulatory

ies such as the ICAL the Bar Cnun.cll of
India and the Institute of Actuaries,
which either prohibit clubbing of Indian
expertise or impose prohibitory restric-
tions that defoat the purpose.

For instance, the ICAI technically al-
lowed MDPs in July 2021 under Regula-
tion 5B of the Chartered Accountants
Regulations, 1888, But the conditions are
=0 stringent that virtually no MDP has
emerged. Only six notified pml'usnmsm
allowed to become partners m an MDP
‘but it specifically excludes professi
such as MBAs, insolvency pramt]uners.
IT and L'yberser:unt; experts. Moreover,

Lack of an en. k for multi-
disciplinary partnerships (MDFs) that
can match the full-service capabilities of

those notr as chartered account-
ants are treated as second-class citizens by
insisting that the firm namas should end

F-35 WOES NO LONGER IN STEALTH MODE

ROM the moment a British F-
5B made &n emergency landing
at the Thiruvananthapuram In-
ternational Airportovera month
agn, there has been a re-avalua-
tion of the US-made 4.5-genera-
tion stealth fighter, and a silent
Tt roiling global upset in the $60.2-billion
aerospace and defence industry

This aerial sector in the international
arms industry is estimated to hit $75.5
hillion by 2030—an increase by a quarter
from now caused by military aircraft as-
calating performance by Al-enhanced
design and the use of rare, exorbitantly-
priced compaosite materials,

The F-35 is apparently at the very cut-
ting-edge of technology, although its abili-
ties are reportedly, in some fundamental
aspects, more manufacturer-driven mys-
tigue than real. Nonetheless, it remains
the most guarded piloted serial weapon in
existence, its digitalisation &nd technolo-
gy—all F-35 fuselages are assembled at a
facility in California—shrouded in impen-
etrable American ownership rights. In
muore ways than one, the jet is treated as an
undeclared American national treasure.

And treasure means inaccessibility
This is what happened with the F-35B—
the second-generation of F-355—that
plonked down on June 14 at Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Initially the British refused to
let any Indian technician—or security
personnel—approach it on the tarmac
Thiz distancing continued for weeks
while the southwest monsoon rains pelt-
ed down. The $108-million aircraft just
stood in the open until July & while the
UK tried to fathom what had gone wrong,
finally zeroing in on hydraulic failure.

It was eventually shifted to an isolated
hangar Twenty-four British personnel—14
technical experts from the Royal Air Foree
(RAF) &nd 10 ground crew—are now trying
to repair the breach, so to speak. Hydrau-
lics, however, seems to be one of the maore
minor issues besatting the sircraft. There
are reports that, after a month of trying to
“fix the fubared’ (to employ military collo-
quialism}, the technicians might have to
dismantle it and cart it off in a giant C-17
Globemaster military transport plane.

There are no CCTVs in the hangar or
outside. Discussions between the repair
facility and F-35B's primary operating hase
at RAF Marham in Morfolk, England are
carried out on uneavesdroppable secure
satellite communication. There are no In-
dian personnel anywhere in the vicinity

None of this is going well for the credi-
hility of the F-35. There is a lot in the US

riding on an undisturbed view of the F-35
&5 invulnerable. The profits of Lockheed
Martin, whose dependability has taken a
hit because of long delayed contractual
deliveries of the F-35 series—both to the
US and other militaries—and the reputa-
tion of the US administration, which has
been flacking the F-35's sale since the Na-
tional Export Initiative that was part of
the Ohama Doctrine, depends on the unas-
sailability of this fighterjet.

Production delays, poor logistical
costswere already causing
headaches for F-35 users when

e aBritishjet made an emergency

landing in Thiruvananthapuram.
Overamonth an, the jet remains
grounded, shining more light on the
deeper froubles plaguing this US
‘national treasure’

Baut this might already have been inques-
tion. The ‘stealth’ British F-45, reportedly
on a routine flight outside the Indian Air
Defence Identification Zone , was tracked
by India’s Integrated Air Command and
Control System—despite being "invisible'
to radar This is also because, as Navy Look-
out, an ‘independent Royal Navy news and
analysis’ platform, reported, " The Aircraft
Signature Assessment Facility needed to
verify and maintain the aircraft's stealth
characteristics, was originally due in 2021
but will not be available until the 2030s.”

S0 badly is the UK hamstrung that, ina
July 1ireport titled The UH's F-25 capabil-
ity, its independent National Audit Office
(NAD) headed by the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General said the F-35 "global pro-
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gramme hes had & series of issues which
have delayed production and hindered lo-
gistical support while technology upgrade
and support costs have also increased
markedly over recent years”. In ns wiew,

(rbiting Earth in the spaceship,
O Tsaw how beautiful our planet is.

People, let us preserve and -
increase this beauty, not destroy it | Gagasn

with ‘MDP of Chartered Accountants’.

Similarty, Rule 2 of Chapter I, Part V1
of the Bar Council of India Rules, 1975
mandates that “an advocate shall not en-
ter into a8 partnership of any other ar-
rangement for sharing remuneration
with any person or legal practitioner who
is not an advocate”.

Even the Institute of Actuaries of In-
dia prohibits & practicing actuary from
partnering with other professions and
punishes it as professional misconduct
under Part I of the Schedule to the Actu-
aries Act, 2006.

The net result of this protectionism is
that Indian firms end up carrying knives
toa gunfight. The Big T have already built
MDPs and multi-disciplinary track records
outside India. Within India. they circum-
vent these restrictions through proxies
that are well known in the market.

The third structural constraint is the
archaic restriction on brand-building in
professional services that prevents the
development of Indian consulting brands.
Indian laws governing various profes-
sionals (such &s Advocates Act, 1961 and
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949) have
strict prohibitions on advertising or solic-
iting clients. This skews the playing field
towards Big 7 becanse they already have
established globally-recognised brands.
For example, a successful audit firm in
India today cannot open a consulting firm
with the same name to leverage its brand.
Ironically, two large foreign audit firms
don't even need proxies because they reg-
istered their names during colonial times
and were grandfathered when Indian reg-
ulations on naming where introdueed.

There are good reasons to set reasona-
ble limits on advertising by professional
firms since we don't want a culture of ag-
gressive solicitation, negative advertis-
ing and ambulance-chasing that plagues
several Western countries. However, re-
stricting chartered accountancy firms
ends up perpetuating the brand domi-
nance of the Big 7. We now need to recog-
mise that brand-building is distinct from
advertising and solicitation.

Ewen as India becomes the ‘office to the
world’ and home to global capability cen-
tres for almost every major multination-
al, it is astonishing that we cannot create
globally competitive consulting firms. As
discussed above, this is largely due to
self-imposed constraints such as restric-
tive public tendering clauses and outdat-
ed rules of professional bodies. It is time
the nation removed those fetters so that
Indians can build their own global con-
sulting firms to rival the Big 7 at home
and abroad.

(Views are personal)
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Chinesa détenta

Ref: Jaishankar in China: A recaifbration
for regiomal stability [Jul 17). Stabile
bilateral relations with China can only be
buitt on mutwal respect, sensitivity, tnsst
and understanding. China also needs to
emphasise z2ro tolesance towasds temorism,
abandaming its expansionist policies and
resolving the bordes disputes with India.
Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada

Inspiring words
Ref: Being ‘saare jahaan se achehfa*in
space foa {Jul ). Shubhanshu Shuida has

"'the capability achieved for the
£11 billion spent to date is a disappointing
return so far compared with MoD plans™,
While the UK defence ministry has publicly
forecast & whole-life programme cost of
£18.7 billion, the NA(Ys estimate is £71 bil-
lion. The NAD also said only cne-third of
the UK F-3 fleet “was available to perform
at least one of seven poesible required mis-
sions in 2024 against the MOD's target”.
Damning as this revelation is, it is in step
with America's paranoia about the F-35. In
January 223, the Pentagon barred all Is-
raali pilots who had & foreign passport from
Aying the F-351 Adir fighters. Israel has
long had a dual citizenship policy, and
many IDF personnel have foreign pass-
ports. (A Shiluv/Ipansl survey in 2016 for
the Channel 2 news channel found 17 per-
cent of Isreelis with foreign passports—
and, surprisingly, 56 percent desiring one.)
Included in the US's stipulation was that
all F-35ground crew—avionics technicians,
waapons lnaders, fuellers, maintenance per-
sonnel {in charge of electricals, hydraulics,
engines, airframes), emergency responders,
etr—also hold only an Israeli pessport.
The degree of paranoia is mindbog-
gling. It imagines, first, that only ‘pure’
Israelis should be allowed to fly the F-35,
even though some of the first pilots in the
Israeli Air Force, which was founded in
1848, were foreign volunteers. In any case,
the foree today has only a tiny handful of
pilots with dual citizenship—and nona
among the 400 reservist pilots, 300 of who
are fighter pilots. The US directive taints
those with a second passport as insuffi-
ciently—indeed, questionably—patriotic.
And the Netanyahu-led Israeli govern-
ment, as apartheid as it is possible for a
state to be,wholeheartedly agrees.
The U8 essentially laid down the law for
8 sovereign country. This is the aircraft
that President Donald Trump was pushing
India to buy in March. Imagine the stipula-
tions that he can lay down for India.
{Viewrs are persanal)
(Fogirdrfosan gmrasi conr)

ly echoed the golden wards in their glory
and spirit. This phrase, as said by Wing
Commander Rakesh Sharma, has inspired
countless Indians and boosted their morale
o conquer heights.
Jaryashres Thampi, Thirsvananthapuram

Diplomacy overhaul

Ref: Mew fareign palicy for 2 new worid
{Jul 7). The umpredictability and
transactional approath of the Trump 2.0
presidency has strained the multi-polarity
equilibrium, challenging India’s ability to
remain eguidistant from competing global
pomers. As the geopolitical Landstape
shifts toward greater palarisation, India
must reassess its foreign policy tools,
ensuring strategic autonamy while building

resilient partnerships.
Harayanan , Thrissir

Bihar decisions

Ref: Last grasp of Mandal messiahs (Jul

7). Though the huge youth population may
ke the deciding factor in forming the next
government in Bihar, there stands the nhwiouz
confusion amang the voters over the identity
politics of the Mandal messiahs.

R Pichumani, Thanjaver

Tariff bullying

Ref: Dom at it again on dndia deal { i 17).
Donald Tremp's statement over sealing a
trade deal with India is a brazen attempt to
make unilateral decisions by a ghabal bulty
which merits no response and concurrence.
The LS under Trump is na loanger the nation
it once was.

SIT rapped

Ref: SIT misdivected itself” in Ashoka prof
case, says 50 ( July 17). The SIT deservingly
got an earful fram the Supreme Court. The
imvestigating style amounted to beating
about the bush and barking up the wiong
tree. The SIT's whole infention was o kesp
the powers-that-be in good humour.

(6 Kuriakose, Ernakutam
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