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Peace at last?

Lasting truce demands good faith by Israel, Hamas

espite jubilation around the world, the prospects of a lasting
peace in the 15-month war between Israel and Hamas, with
120,000 dead or wounded, many of them women and children,
and 1.9 million Gazans displaced, appear shaky. At stake is the
absence of good faith over the terms of a three-stage ceasefire deal to which
Israel and Hamas have reportedly agreed after painstaking indirect negotia-
tions by Qatar and the United States (US), owing to the deep mutual distrust,
As things stand, the Israeli Cabinet has delayed a final signoff, which was
due on Thursday. Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, who is deeply unpop-
ular in Israel, has since stated that the Cabinet will not meet until Hamas
backs down on what h “last-mi ", Mr s
reluctance to agree to a ceasefire is rooted in domestic pnlltlcul compulsions,
Headinga in it with hardline ri
2022, his in power hi flict with Hamas,
which his government had vowed to destroy after the latter’s surprise attack
on Isrueli citizens in October 2023, killing 1,200 people and taking 250 hostage,
The fact that Israel lsunched an attack on Gaza within hours of the ceasefire
accord, killing more than 70 people, is also unlikely to build confidence that
the terms of the accord will be honoured.
The ceasefire is expected to come into effect on Sunday. It has been
greeted with relief not just by the Pal who had anti d little
g m an Trump but also by Iran, the proxy
player in this war via its Lebanon-based group Hezbollah, Although the details
are yet to be announced, the broad contours of the deal include an exchange
of hostages, the withdrawal of Israeli troops, lhn unrestricted flow of aid to
rebuild Gaza, and the returm of ¥ Hamas s still |
holding 94 of them. In return, Israel is expected to release about 1,000
Palestinian prisoners, some of whom have been in jail for over a decade. The
troop and prisoner will the first two stages
af the deal and the third would comprise the reconstruction of Gaza. The
denl Is spread over 84 days but that Is just one aspect of the many unanswered
questions involved.
For one, Israel s to maintain a presence in a buffer zone in Gaza during

A macro tightrope walk

The challenge for macro policy is to respond to the domestic
slowdown without appearing to let its guard down against a
hostile global environment
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are not very large and, with demand slowing, some
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On lts part, flscal policy ks more constrained, With
nominal gross domestic product (GDP) growing in sin-
e digits the last two years, public debt/GDI has begun
1o tick up agadn. To ensure debt ratlos frst stabilise
and then come off — to make fiscal space for future

ks — may be v
In the coming years than currently envisaged. But it's
Important to distinguish end-state deflcht levels from
the pace of mmolldulon With nmw!h momentum
slowl
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excess capacity to the rest of the recent years, Meanwhile, Inflation
forces in l'nl.enlnun territory is unlikely to promote trust ahead of prisoner world — Including India — further expectations luve remained of
exchanges. For another, the complexity of the deal makes the some In those anchored as inflat
what fragile so that any small incident could spark a of The" hmhn'mum and credibllity, and thereby given monetary policy
The Israell side b that Hamas' hostage relenses 20 us [ freedom,
are opaque. Equally, the ceasefire does not fully address Pllullnlm concerny, A tradle war will slow global growth, but will the U-\ To now redirect mnn«nry policy to defend the
Since 2023, the Israelis have attacked and displaced be relutively insulated — at least (nitlally — because  rupee — as markets will inevitably push for — will be

In the occupled West Bank after the October 2023 Hamas -u.uk Without

some assurances of Palestinian security in this area, u ceasefire is unlikely to

hold. In this long and dispiriting conflict, where millions have been displaced

from thelr homeland, history suggests that ceasefires have proven temporary,
this time it will be diff

Improving capabilities

IMD must remain at the forefront of innovation
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This will be the worst of all

cmmmpmdunm Plest, bt will cede monetary-palicy
at a time when (1) Indian and US busi-

for
markets — weaker global growth but -Iowld- [
stronger dollar and sticky US ylelds,
Meanwhile, lndhl:‘n growth momentum has slowed

ness cycles could not be more and (1)

y policles in India have been governed
by credible frameworks that have anchored expecta:
tlons and reduced risk premia In recent years, This,
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slowing growth,

Of course, the real tonle that growth needs Is per-
sistent structural reforms to both accelerate its pace
and make It more labour-intensive, The current
moment presents & unique opportunity for India,
Externally, another US-China trade war will accen-
tuate the destre for flrms to look for other locations,
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Infra outlays: Hopes from the Budget

PROJECTIONS OF INFRA INVESTMENTS REQUIRED (¢ mon)

o fully grasp the importance of
Infrastructure outlays in the

T

fully, result In an overall spend of around
€26 trillion, thereby fuithfully asdhering

for site and .‘,l.r uul wind WW'" plants. Unlon Budget allocations, Itls  to the 7 per cent of GDP requirement. Nominal ‘“’:( ‘. m
rainfall, cyclones, i his bs critical X d three funda “The €13 trillion outlay would mean  yo Status o0 Investment
to better disaster management in a tropical country like India, Forecast accuracy m“&'\‘: ?::‘I'::;z:.\dlmn hnsimsnal an 18 per cant Incresse over tha current (s % of GOP)** (s 'Al.ugl’ mm
has increased with time, though there is room for Improvement. Following the tn February 2023, 0 w"b'“ﬂ"‘nm min-  tion is whether that would be enough  2023-24 Achieved 205 200 (6.7) 10 (3.4 10
'h»verwrlmc in Odisha In;,m the LMD‘ has “"N:l“u: ramped “P:hm o y offickal led “pump-priming” In the context of the - 2024-25 Anticpated 329 22.2 (6.7) 1n (33 1
powee n fact, the scoucy of cyclone fan thasth ladocufiden- * et 05-26 bpeced 367 257 () 13 (3§ 1
fomc-luhn{ncmn«l from about 20 per cent in the early 20005 to over 80 per thal data indicating that every € spent Consider the following, pes U} (.5)
cent by 2020 In terms of landfall point and timing, Similarly, probabilistic on Infrastructure contributed G3togross @ Over half the respondents in the 2026-27 Projecded 409 28.6 (1) 15 (3.6 1k
i domestic product (GDP), whereas €1 Reserve Bank of Indla’s (RBI's) 2027-28 Projected 456 319 (1) 16 (3.5) 16
forecasts, offering a lead time of four-five days for extreme weather events, have >
spent on any form of direct benefit trans-  Systemic Risk Survey (published on 202829 Projected 508 5.6 mn 1B (15 18
become a lifesaver. 'nm can be attributed to the IMD's ldﬂpuon of state-of- for (DIFT) added only 90 paise to GDP.  January 2) do not expect a revival in 3 3
the-art weather Instru- “Thus, the case for large dollops of public  the private capital expenditure in the  2029-30 Projeced 566 396 (1) 20 (3.5) 20
mentation, Doppler radars, and observatories. expenditure on Infra capex to pump-  coming year. This Is due to % vy '! rowth « & % inflation),
Completing 150 years marks a pivotal moment for the IMD as the country prime the econamy must continue to be Al g e A of GO as intendt.

aims to become a weather-ready and climate- lmm nation, It is set ton-umt-
aneven role ascli h weather

lenging, In this context, the recently n.iunnd IMD Vision document 2047 woukl
serve as a blueprint in the coming years. As outlined in the document, the IMD
needs to work towards mainstreaming weather and climate information and
bring loss of life to zero in the case of severe weather events. The IMD's vision

part of the core economic strategy.
Two, malnstream political parties

now widely agree that

Indla's target for
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laysds y goals. These include 100 per
ofall weather at village and level, in forecast
upto three days, 90 per cent forecast accuracy up to five days, 80 per cent forecast
accuracy up to seven days, and 70 per cent forecast accuracy up to 10 days.
Further, the recent launch of Mission Mausam is expected to boost the
IMD's capabilities in terms of weather surveillance, modelling, forecasting, and
even weather modification. With an outlay of €2,000 crore over two years, the
mission is intended to lugmcm the Doppler weather-radar network across the
country to ensure radar 15 and 15
wind profilers are to be surface
atmosphere, whllccloudchnmbenmmbnsﬂupfmmﬂmnnﬂkmbn
mrch Nonetheless, the IMD still grapples with several challenges lndudlng
fi of I patterns, or heavy-
rainfall events and flooding. Clhruu.- change is rewriting weather patterns, and
by The IMD must i forefront

of ddress these

(GCFD,
should be at least 7 per
cent of GDP,

‘Three, the thumb-
rule in Infra spending
Is that the Unlon
Budget outlays are
!yplc-ny matched by

the combined contri-
butlons of states, pri-
vate capital and extra
resources, including public

sector undertakings.

‘The table attempts to use all these
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over
price risks, tightening Interest rates,
tarlff hikes, capital outflows and their
impact on the rupee,
and fears of a con-

Announcements from both the private
and public sectors do not polnt to any

® Estimates of GDP
for Q2 of FY25 have
ralsed concerns about
the robustness of eco-
nomic growth for the
year, In a December
4, 2024, article In
businessiine, C
Rangarajan (former
REI gnvunm]opmed
that “contraction In
g:wemmem cnp!ul

in the

plek-up In capex.

© The CMIE data also points to a wor-
rying 571 per cent year-on-year decline
In the value of government projects
completed and a 40 per cent decline
In that of the private sector,

© Almost all Indian corporations and
commercial lending Institutions are
wary of Investing In greenfleld public
pl:\:ll'! partnerships (PPP) projects,

hr'cr:nnelrr assets. However, It should
be noted that In sectors such as telecom,
ports, alrports,

first half played a major role in the

growth decline”.

® The data from the Centre for
Indian E (CMIE)

And renewable energy, private capex
though

what will be the stance of the govern-
ment in using Infra outlays to pump-
prime the economy once agaln?

Well, If it sticks to the past knltting,
then we can expect an 18 per cent
Increase In Infra allocations to €13 tril-
llon. But If there Is real keenness to
turbo-charge the economy, it may well
consider a 815 trilllon allocation in the
Budget, and take a bold public-invest-
ment-led-growth stance, similar to the
post-Covid strategy.

Even conservative public finance
experts and economists would likely
not grudge a 0.5 per cent relaxation of
the fiscal deficit target If it Is used for
nuloml asset creation and to revive

©® The data from states shows a greater

of the outlays India would need to allo-
cate through 2029-30. As seen in the

showed a disappolnting 22.1 per cent
year-on-year decline In new project

in capex spend
to the Centre, Therefore, finance min-
Istry officlals are trying to motivate

y!In fact, this extra € 2 tril-
lion can be uled for soclal Infra sectors
like health and education, which will
be hugely appreciated by the public.
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Socrates and the Good Life

table, th (for 2025- in the © states to borrow more against their
) 3tril- 2024 quarter, reversing the 64 per cent for Sovel infm d
bon for Infrastructure. Thisshould, hope-  rise  recorded In  September, With all of these to contend with,
also a “midwife” — refuting his interfocu- | selves: “They might give us a loud, clear
tors’ falsehoods but also helping them answer as to what we ought to do, but
hnngmnldanlmbehm The acts of the answers don't last.”

enough thought to what “the good™ Is In This Is a book that & Intelll- and cr
the first place. “The hard work of strug- gent and occasbonally annoying, The irl- lmuhlymnomu\dﬂwwna
gling tobe a good. virtuous, ethical per- tatlon s wholly Socrates, nev
son” Is, “flrst and foremost, whom Callard calls & "wet ke; only by
work,” she writes, " was k his peel the
ullud. -phlluiuplwl the Unlvuﬂly interlocutors to the. pulm of exasperation, | scales from people’s
tothink harder about eyes could they see
BOOK REVIEW Alkn! hﬂmdyaneuysdlwmls whether what they had just sald waswhat | the world anew.
‘why she waits until Page 129 | they truly meant. *1 realised, to my sor- Following
JENNIFER SZALAI mdmdhermd\olmwm:hu"hnd row and alarm, that | was getting unpop- Socrates” example is
line " But she ular” Socrates ruefully reflected, after alifelong pursuit. All
aybe this is the year that you = excited by her subject lhumnnoepdul hlvinslllemmdlnumbsolpowaml too often, Callard
have resolved to drink less and md«lsboummfnelnswdldemtnsl ln"'ww g says, we react
exercise more, Or maybe you | asm as she makes her full-th todeath. Instinctively to “sav-
want to be kinder, gentler and move caring | for a life of the mind. She wants her book Socrates died In 399 BC. and it'snotas | age commands”:
tothe people around you, todo double duty: Advance a “neo- if there’s a shortage of writing about him Doing something
In Open Socrates, Agnes C: Socratic ethics” that with | or histhought. But Callard says that because It is dictated
gests that self-improvement lsn't so much halelowptﬂbmphm.nndoﬂahy Socrates has too often been treated likea | to us in the moment by our body (to pur-
amaner of willpower, hu(dlden.n‘;mt readers an accessible Inroduction tohow | “sauce” that could enhance one’s critical sue pleasure and avold pain) or by soclal
that we are weak-willed creatures, “living a truly philosophical life” can mlm instead of ume main event, bonds (to pursue pride and avold
know what “the good™ hlndlhenhﬂm freer and ; hort of radi- shame). Such commands make us

pursue it; it's that we haven't given

romantic; and mare courageous.”

cal. He called himself as a "gadfly” and

“waver," she says, and contradict our-

‘The question of time comes up a lot
in Open Socrates. There ks the matter of
our limited time on Earth, and Callard

agrees with Socrates
OPENSOCRATES: ¢jy [
The Case fora wm ¢
Philosophical Life  death. Thinking
. more deeply about
what we know and
At Colerd what we don't push-
Publisher: €s us beyond our
Norton usual (unthinking)
Pages: habit of “getting
i through the next 15
Price: $35 minutes”
InOpen
Socrates, Callard
describes how we can get so caught up
in our own thoughts that we don't let

evidence from the world In, Socratic
inquiry, with its emphasis on dialogue,
reveals thinking as a communal process:

on Infrastructure. The views are persanal

“In the presence of others, something
becomes possible that Isn't pos(hle
when you are alone.”

I find this notion [nsplring, even If
I'm not as confident as Callard that "our
most fundamental wish” is to be treated
“as an Intellectual thing.” She puts so
much stock in the power of thought that
she suggests it can get us out of the most
Intractable dilemmas: "What appears to
be adifficulty with life” is "in fact a diffi-
culty in our thinking about life.”

But she also allows that “thinking
about life” isn't necessarily guaranteed
to yleld the knowledge one seeks.
Socrates used to say that he knew noth-
Ing other than the fact of his own igno-
rance. Callard Invites us to think along-
side her. Open Socrates encourages us to
recognise how little we know, and to
start thinking.

The reviewer is the nonfiction book critic for
The Times.
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Rescue workers go down 300 metres in search of the men who have been missing ever since the mine

In Kal
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Dying for black gold

On January 6, a rat-hole mine in Assam’s Dima Hasao district was flooded, trapping nine men. More than 10 days
after the incident, only four bodies have been retrieved. Though banned, rat-hole mining, which is dangerous
but lucrative, continues unabated in Assam and Meghalaya. Rahul Karmakar reports on the incident and the

prevalent practice that provides livelihoods while claiming lives

ajib Barman, 39, had heard that the
job of a rat-hole miner was hazar- QQ
dous, but he chose to do it because

he had a debt of 260,000 to pay off. A | The illegal
resident of Sitlabazar village in western Assam's | (ag has only
Kokrajhar district, Barman decided to work at | ceaced
the Kalamati mine in the Umrangso area of Dima the wiceof
Hasao district via a middleman. He hoped to s "
bring home 290,000 by working in the mine for | wal it has
two months at about €1,500 per day — more than | DOtstopped
thrice the usual wage in the rural parts of Assam. | mining
This translated into earning 90100 per kilo- | sones
gramme of coal extracted at an average of 15 car- | KHARSHIING
tloads of the fossil fuel stripped off the mine. :“I:: oum

On January 6, 2025, Barman descended into
the dark pit for the first day of mining. “The sar-
dar (supervisor of miners) had told us the pre-
vious night that we could start working as the wa-
ter that had accumulated in the mine had been
drained out," Barman says. “We went down 250
feet below the ground at 4:30 a.m. and began
working inside one of the tunnels.”

Barman's body ached as he was working in an
awkward position for the first time. After more
than two hours, he decided to take a break and
crawled back towards the mouth of the tunnel.
Rat-holes are the labyrinthine passages that
branch out from 300-foot-deep pits.

A few feet from the opening, Barman heard
screams and the sound of gushing water
growing louder. “Seconds later, | was
swept into the pit,” he recalls. “I man-

aged to clamber up the chain of the crane
(used to haul coal) and get out. But my three
room-mates could not make it”

So far, of the nine miners trapped inside, only
four bodies have been recovered. Search and res-
cue operations by the Indian Army, Navy, the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force, and the State Dis-
aster Response Force were on for the others, but
five days ago, Navy divers were withdrawn from
the operations. While dewatering of the mine
continues, the government has assessed it could
take up to 60 days to drain out all the water.

On January 16, the Assam Cabinet approved a
judicial inquiry into the tragedy and decided to
constitute a Special Investigation Team to probe
the incident, one of the deadliest in recent times,
It also decided to frame a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) to enforce a blanket ban on rat-hole

Dima Hasao

mining in Assam apart from sealing some 220
pits surveyed so far.

Dangers lurk below
For Raju Basumatary, 55, this is the second time a
disaster like this has taken place. The first time
this happened was at Ksan in Meghalaya's coal-
rich East Jaintia Hills district on December 13,
2018. Then too, he was about 200 metres from
the pit that devoured some of his fellow miners.
These, though, are not the only mishaps that
Basumatary has encountered in 26 years as a rat-
hole miner. He came to Kalamati from the Khlieh-
riat area of Meghalaya four years ago.
“Khibakhibi hoiye thaakhe (Something or the
other keeps happening),” he says, rattling off all
the possibilities. “A miner slips to death in the pit,
another is asphyxiated, somebody else dies after
smelling toxic gas, the fourth drowns..."

i »

Basumatary says miners put themselves at risk
in the dark depths of the earth. All they have isa
torch strapped to their head to guide them. "Still,
the money is good and it is guaranteed as long as
you extract coal during the season,” he says.

The “season” he refers to is the mining period
between November and March. During the first
two months of this period, workers invariably
drain the water that fills the mines, which are of-
ten interlinked beneath the ground, because of
rainfall and seepage from April to October.

Then they crawl into the mines and using pick-
axes, extract coal from the walls of a rectangular
tunnel that is 2.3 metres high or shovel about 20
kg of coal lumps onto a cart. They drag this to the
mouth of the tunnel. Large metal troughs, oper-
ated with pulleys from a crane, haul a tonne or
two of the coal to the surface.

Joseph Soren, 40, was in charge of loading the
coal onto one of the troughs eased down from a
crane when disaster struck on January 6. He was
the last of the 23 miners who made it after help-
ing those who could not swim escape first.

“I heard shouts of ‘water, water!' and rum-
bling sounds. Before I could figure hing out,

ing here after our wedding two years ago. 1 don't
know where to go with our two-month-old baby,”
says Junu Pradhan, Magar’s wife.

The other two bodies retrieved were of Khushi
Mohan Ray, 57, from Kokrajhar district's Fakira-
gram, who was one of Barman's room-mates; and
of Sarat Goyari, 37, who hailed from Thailapara in
north-central Assam’s Sonitpur district.

‘A huge scam’
For Assam’s landless or marginal farmers such as
Mohammed Saifuddin Ahmed of Dalgaon in Dar-
rang district, all roads lead to the mines when fa-
mily expenditure exceeds income. The last time
the 55-year-old worked in a coal mine was in
March 2012, three months before 15 miners died
in a flooded mine at Nongalbibra in Meghalaya's
South Garo Hills district. The mishap, and a peti-
tion filed by the All Dimasa Students' Union of As-
sam, led to the National Green Tribunal (NGT)
banning rat-hole coal mining in Meghalaya on
April 17, 2014. Upheld by the Supreme Court later,
the ban was extended to the other States in the
Northeast. “But circumstances made me return
to mining after all these years because, ban or
not, no other job pays as much,” Ahmed says.

The Ksan incident in 2018 and Kalamati now
make it evident that the ban has largely been on
paper. In Meghalaya, the Justice (retired) B.P. Ka-
takey-headed committee, which was appointed
by the High Court of Meghalaya in April 2022 to
investigate ongoing illegal coal mining and tran-

i i to receive ints, One

of the new complaints the panel has received re-
lates to illegal mining in Nongalbibra, where the
process of banning rat-hole mines began.

“The illegal tag has only increased the price of
coal; it has not stopped mining," says Shillong-

water carrying the miners shot out of the tun-
nels. We grabbed anything — the chains from the
crane, the pipe of a water pump, ropes thrown
down from people above - to save ourselves,
The murky, stinging water made our eyes burn as
we moved up. I struggled to keep my head above
the water level,” he says.

Soren, who is from western Assam’s Chirang
district, has worked in half a dozen mines in the
Umrangso area, of which Kalamati is a part, over
as many seasons, but he now has second
thoughts about continuing mining. But then, the
payment per season is good enough for his fami-
ly of five to last at least a year.

The money was good enough for Ganga Baha-
dur Shresth, 38, of Nepal's Rampur village, to tra-
vel three days from his home to a mine each sea-
son, says his wife, Sushila Rai. His was the first of
the four bodies retrieved by rescue workers from
the Kalamati mine. “His income from mining
made our lives quite comfortable but he never let
us know how dangerous his work was. We found
this out too late,” says Rai, a mother of three.

Shresth came with more than 20 workers
from Nepal to work in Umrangso. Among them
was Lijan Magar, 27, who also lost his life. His was
the second body to be retrieved. “We started liv-

Rescue workers search for the missing miners, RITU RAJ KONWAR

based anti-mining activist Agnes Kharshiing, who
survived a violent attack by coal mine owners in
2018. “Hundreds of trucks continue to transport
coal on the highways feeding the coke units and
cement plants. You can see mounds of freshly ex-
tracted coal on the roadside. The palice, politi-
cians, bureaucrats, landowners... almost all of
them are involved.” In 2023, the High Court of
Meghalaya made a similar observation, saying
the complicity of the State with the mafia operat-
ing illegal coal mines was “clear and obvious™.

The tribal land ownership system in Megha-
laya, a Sixth Schedule State, is often cited to justi-
fy the rampant mining since the 1980s. A provi-
sion of the Sixth Schedule calls for tribal land and
resources to be protected. Another empowers
the District and Regional Councils to grant licens-
es or leases for the extraction of minerals within
their jurisdiction. Some council administrators
and landowners believe that no one can interfere
in their operations within their territory.

The Sixth Schedule applies to Dima Hasao, a
district governed by a Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led autonomous tribal council. Autonomy
means limited invovement of the BJP-Jed Assam
government in the affairs of the council.

“That, however, does not mean that the heads
of the two governments cannot collude to share
the spoils of a high-yielding illegal operation,"
says Jagadish Bhuyan, a former minister, who
had filed Right to Information requests seeking
details about rat-hole mining in Assam. He is also
the general secretary of the Assam Jatiya Parish-
ad, a political party borne out of the anti-Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act movement in 2019,

“If a worker risks his life for 1,500-2,000 a
day, imagine the stakes the mine owners and eve-
ryone else along the chain has, to keep the illegal
operations going. It is naive to think that the
Centre is unaware of the illegal coal trade in As-
sam and elsewhere in the Northeast,” he says.

Bhuyan continues, “Look at the chronology of
events. Soon after the mishap, the Chief Minister
tweeted that the mine appeared to be illegal.
Then he said the mine was abandoned 12 years

1f a worker risks his life for 21,500-2000 a
day, imagine the stakes the mine owners and
everyone else along the chain has, to keep
the illegal operations going.

JAGADISH BHUYAN
Farmer minister

ago, but was under the Assam Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation Limited (AMDCL). The Go-
vernment of India, which owns fossil fuels and
minerals under the earth, suspended the
AMDCL's operating license 12 years ago. So, the
AMDCL has no right to extract coal and neither
does it have the right to mine or trade OB coal.”
OB refers to the layers of soil, rock, etc. that need
to be removed to extract coal.

The Assam Congress president, Bhupen Ku-
mar Borah, says illegal coal mining in Umrangso,
about 260 kilometres from Guwahati, was just
the tip of the ‘Syndicate Raj’ iceberg in the State.
“Illegal syndicates are controlling everything. If
Assam is really under the control of Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma, he should be aware of
the coal syndicate, That it has been allowed to op-
erate for years explains the government's silence
on Debolal Gorlosa and his wife,” he says.

Politics of former rebels

Gorlosa is the chief executive member (CEM) of
the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council,
which administers the Dima Hasao district. After
the mine flooded, Opposition parties fished out
an invoice that was issued to Kanika Hojai, Gorlo-
sa's wifie, for buying OB coal, or overburden coal,
from the AMDCL.

While Gorlosa is incommunicado, his aides be-
lieve that he is being targeted. Gorlosa used to be
the commander-in-chief of the Dima Halam Dao-
gah, an armed group which was disbanded in
2013. "Once mauled by militancy, Dima Hasao
district had three CEMs in as many years before
Gorlosa. He ensured peace, stability, and deve-
lopment. Some failed leaders of the Dima Halam
Daogah, who are desperate to be in power, are
carrying out a smear campaign against him,”
claims one of his aides.

Meanwhile, others believe that Punish Nunisa,
who was arrested for allegedly operating the
mine illegally, has been made the scapegoat to
keep the focus off the “real culprits”.

Money matters

Amid the blame game, the AMDCL has come un-
der the scanner for allegedly doing what it is not
authorised to do, which is mining coal or residue.

In the line of fire, Anand Natarajan, the
AMDCL’s Managing Director, insists that the Cor-
poration has not set a foot wrong. "1 am being
maligned for reviving the corporation that once
struggled to pay salaries to its employees. Apart
from helping increase the State’s revenue, we ac-
3uimd acoal block in Jharkhand and won the bid-

ing for two coal blocks in Assam - Garampani in
Dima Hasao and Koilajan in the Karbi Anglong
district - more than a year ago," he says. Natara-
jan adds that the AMDCL was the first to lodge an
FIR relating to the Kalamati mine, which is 850
metres beyond the area under its Garampani
block. The Indian Forest Service officer also says
the dealing in OB coal was within the legal ambit.
“1f we don’t use the OB coal lying in our depot for
ages, our revenue will drop,” he says.

Miners Basumatary and Ahmed worry that
their incomes will drop too because of the inci-
dent. “We won't go hungry as long as there is de-
mangd for coal. Maybe, we should let the dust set-
tle and wait for the next offer,” Basumatary says.
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Shun corruption

Acton the CJI's plainspeak

O entrenched &8 corruption in the Indian
social and political reality that any resolve to
counter it instantly runs into thick clouds of
pe A serse of n with
regard to the status quo runs deep, Yot, for
hope to filter through, the significance of terse plain-
speak ot the highest echelons cannot be overstated.
Chief Justice of India (CJT) Sanjiv Khanna's call to rein-
force systems of sccountabllity and faimess is a
reminder of how the ctizen continues to be lﬁ down.
Corruption as & hydra-headed that
public trust and hlnhﬂ the ideals of democracy s an
apt description, Equally crucial is the CIT's emphasis
that the success of the antkcorruption ombudsman, the
Lokpal, hinges on public trust and citzen engagement.
It's the ability of the little man or woman to hold the big
and powerful sccountable, as he put it
It's indisputable that corruption can be rooted out
only with the help of an educated and engaged citizen-
ry. What's essentially missing — and that's the hydra
on the ground — s institutional support. The mdm
tract between the g and citizens i
agalnst corruption remains breached, and the gap is
only widening, The referce agencies have been found
wanting. Public trust is the sum total of the efficacy of
the systemic reaction and action on complaints and
grievances ot every level Nothing less will suffice.
What the citizen has come to recognise is the futili-
ty of standing up against corrupt practices, small or
big. Nothing weakens the national character more
than a soclal sanction to graft and an official stamp, as
it were, to the right to cheat. All argans of democracy
wre to blame, If you truly desire change, revitalise the
ingtitutions. Else, expect a more shrivelled moral and
ethical fibre in an average Indian,

BCCltalks tough

Strict guidelines worth a try

IAN cricketers, purticularly the male of the
species, are o pampered lot, Big bucks and aduls-
tion come thelr way, whether they are playing
matches around the world or endorsing products

ging from [ife insurance policies 1o American

pistachios, They are as popular as Indian film stars, ifnot
more. In recent years, they have performed pretty well
in all three formats of the game, winning the T20 Workd
CQup in 2024 and reaching the final of the ODI World Cup
a8 well as the World Test Championship in 2023, Howey-
or, stunning back-to-back losses in Test series against
New Zealand and Australia have hit the team where it
hurts, The knives are out, and the brickbats have start-
od outnumbering the bouquets,

Signalling that enough isenough, the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCT) has issued strict guidelines for
the senior men's squad. The measures wre apparently
aimed astenh '} hnluﬂ.\d

toum unityd

uun The players are now aplw-d o travel with the
team for all matches and practice sessions; what's more,
they have to adhere to stringent baggage norms. There s
also a family travel policy, which will ostensibly “ensurea
balance between players’ wellbeing and team commits
ments”; actually, it is meant to minimise distractions for
cricketers on foregn tours, Fethops the BCCT has takena
cue from the L&T Chalrman's provoaative question:
“How long can you stare at your wife?"

It is cbvious that the team's no-nonsense head ach,
Gautam Gambhir, has a lot to do with these restrictions.
hmln-m-nh:mnnmﬁrplmnmm

ato i dk 3
Ipate

the national team and for centiml contracts. Nmmnwly
ance or deflance could force players 1o miss the IPL, Indi-
an oricket s biggest cash cow: Overall, this is a bold experi-
ment worth trying to draw cricketers out of their comfort
ne. Howthey cope with the changes will matter alot.

OPINION
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An ‘Emergency’ in Punjab

Many Punjabis fear the film will show the state “in a bad light” tothe oountryand the world

ACK in Mumbal this
weekend, the whole
dty, not just Bolly
wood, remains
engrossed with who
stabbed Saif Ali Khan and why,
in what is a perfect [femeets
Hindi-movie moment.

Here in Punjb, though, the
undercurrent  of fear and
loathing that has greeted Kan-
gana Ranaut, the actordirector
of a biopie on Indim Gandhi,
‘Emerpency’, & scaling new
unsavoury heights, with the
SGPC preventing the film from
being screened in theatres even
as it was released across the
country on Friday.

Now we know that SGPC press-
dent Haginder Singh Dhams is o
member of the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and that the Sikh
institution, which celebrates the
100 anniversary of # beeaming o
legal body — along with the RSS

i still largely controlled by the
Sulkdibir Baclahded party You coulkd
argue that an SGPC functionary 's
description of Jamad Singh Bhin.
chrmrmwale as “mahaan” or “grent”,
even as he llogically explained
why the SGPC was boyootting
Kangana's movie — ostenssbly
becnuse "Sikhs are portrayed in o
bad hght', because “Bhindmn-
wale i soen as telling Mrs Gandhi
that he will ensure her the Sikh
vote, if she gives a separate stite”,
meaning  Khalistan —  cannot
belong to aworkd in which fisct and
fiction are ocbviously distinet and
separmte and  movies  clearly
belong to the litter.

But this is Punjab, a state that
s not dotng too badly on some

« it Is certainly able
10 feed, clothe and educate itself,
otherwise its dties and villages
wouldn't be full of immigrants

The SGPC &

from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
but where the political sentiment
is mostly so overwrought that
nothing is really what it seems,
So here'’s the big picture
aguinst  which the antiMs
Ranaut  and  ‘Ewmeency’
protests are taking place — five
loosestrands are chear First, Kan-
ana is o polarising figure, critical
of the farmer agitation that has
been taking place on and off
these list several months; a CISF
constable even slapped her on
this count in June last year
Second, the farmer protests ae
bk, with farm union keader Jaggit
Singh Dallewal's hunger strike

Iy, a “do-ordie” group of 111 farm.
e determined 0 ouss into
Haryana and therefore into Delhi,
10 get their demands fulflled.

But it's equally clear that the
fumers have not boen able 1o cap-
ture the imagination of Purgab, ke
they did four yous ago — leve
aone that of Dedhi — which had
then foroed PM Modk 1 withdraw
the three frm b, theonly time be
T been seen to goback on his own
word, Dullewal's so-called ‘st
proha’ is fabling taday because it is
largedy soen as blackrmail,

Third, you would expect that as
o consequence of the people's

Its clear that the
farmers have not been
ableto capture the
imagination of Punjab,
like they did four years
ago — leave alone
thatof Delhi.

imtation with the farmer
protests, the ground would at
least o tad shift towards the RIP.
And that, simultaneously, the
BJPwould hope that the rapidly
whanising Sikh peasantry as
well as Punjob's middle class
much more at home in Canada
than in the garbage-strewn
streets of Ludhiana, Jalandhar
and Amritsar — would increas-
Ingly gravitate towards Modi,
Fourth, that's where the RIP is
wrong. Rict is, even i everything
is wiong with the farmers’
protest, the BJP isnl gaining
from it. In fact, quite the contrary.
The politics of Punjab may be
splintering in many directions
there are as many as three Akali

oagainst Kangana's Indea Gandhi blope ‘Emengency’. 1eeuse moto

Dals today, mnging from the
newly minted Khadoor Sahib
MP and mdical Sikh leader
Amritpal’s ‘Warls Punjab De' to
Simranjit Singh Mann's Akali
Dal (Amritsar), to Badal's grand
okl purty, which is also intemnally
split; even as disgruntled politi-
dans are party-hopping across
the spectrum, mostly in the
direction of AAP — but the BJP
is still seen as anathema. Paty
candidates, like former finance
minister Manpreet Bacdal, elther
lost their deposits or finished last
in the recent bypolls

Fifth, the question is why. Why
does Punjob fancy itself as the
“other pole”, doing exacdtly the
opposite of what Delhi likes to do,
the “Akal Takht" versus the “Dil-
B Tukcht™ The answer is equally
smple. Punjabis believe Delhi
either doean't care enough, that
I 1t did it would help by working
with the state government on fix-
ing its many problems — mng-
ing fromthe procurement of pad-
dy, and now wheat, to the
drones-and-drugs problem, fail-
ing law and order phus gangster-
fsm and a million more.

But the most important reason
why the SGPC — and a large sec-
tion of unhappy Punjabis — are
aguinst the sareening of ‘Emer
pency’ bs because they are afimid

the film will show Purgab up to
the rest of the country and the
world “ina badlight” — meaning,
o latterday “Khalistanis”, not
much worse than Bhindmnwale,
The thou ght that the rest of India
could believe that Pungb today
may be golng back 1o those awful
yvars because it has elected arad-
ical Sikh jailed under both NSA
and UAPA as an MP besides the
son of Indira Gandhi's assassin
s o second MP — is enough to
Kive the people nightmares

Rebellious, yes, but radical?
Truth s, few understand how
Punjb turned upon itself dur
ing those awful years. (No won«
der, Canada beckoned ) And now
that nightmare may be back, in
technicolour, telling  Punjb
what's wrong with it

It's enough 1o depress a peo-
ple. Jagrup Singh Sekhon and
Parumjit Singh Judge, two polit-
fenl scientists In Amritsar who
have watched the decline and
fall of Punjab these past several
decades, speak today of o list
lessness, a lack of trust in institu-
tions, an agarian criss, an
undear roadmap. “Logon ne dil
chhod diya hai." Sekhon sakd,
the people have ket their will
Judge, more optimistic, insisted
that the tide will turn efther soon
or someday, especially as politics
abhors a vacuum

So, think again, dear Reader, as
you flock to watch ‘Buergency’
Understand what s special about
Amnitpal's father Tarsem Singh
and Ruridkot MP Sarabjeet Singh
Khalsa sitting together on an
open platform at the Maghi Mela
in Muktsar eardier this week to
launch Akali Dal (Waris Punjaby
De). Ruct is, it's only in Pungab
that a political party can be head-
od by an MP who is julled under
NSAand UAPA, but has sworn an
cath to the Constitution, Only in
Punjab that this party, cstering to
radicals, has been approved by
the Election Commission.

Only in Punjab that the past
and the present are 5o iIntimate:
Iy held that it's sometimes diffi-
cult to separate one from the oth-
er, especially when  you're
watching a movie.

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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The Commonwealth of India Bill

1T is characteristic of Dr Annie Besant that once she has under-
taken todo a thing, she may be trusted 1o apply herself toitwith
an energy. vigour and thoroughness which few even among
younger workers could equal and none surpass. All these quall-
thes are conspicuously in evidence inthe great work inwhich she
has now for some tme been engaged, the drawing up of a Con-
stitution for India and the framing of a Bill for presentation tothe
British Puriament. In In'hﬂl" uldmlmmbuhllwr«l
by her toa Caleuty dl , she !

tial features of her scheme, 'l'hrmdlhr-fnmmwulh-llhr
Constitution must be framed by India herself. Besant was asked
in England whether India would ever be satisfied with any
scheme that England made over there, Her reply was: “No, India
must make her own Constitution, She has a long history behind
her extending over thousands of years and she will never be sat-
isfled with a scheme drawn up by & Western nation and passed
without consultation with her in a Western Parliament.” Here
was a i of the bie to the Ge of India
Act, 08 strong, as emphatic and as complete as any ever made by
o leader of the advanced wing of the Nationalist Party, CR Das for
instance. It is warthy of note in this connection that in this mat-
tet; the Liberals were at one time of the same opinion as the Con-
gress. Who does not remember the flamous passage in his speech
ot the Caleutta Congress of 1917 in which Sir Surendranath
Banerjea described the part of the August announcement, which
made the British Govemment and the Government of India the

THOU

ORTHE DAY

Radicalism and extremism exist in every society on some level. —rdwand svowden

The travellers who
needno passport

Prepr Amor Sinant

karda fly firda, kayt muh chakki firde ne taak nu..."

(1 iy high, while many people do nothing but look
skyward). Gen Z often shares this number on social media
1o flaunt its sense of superiority.

For me, this line holds a different meaning. 1 realised
this during my recent visit to the Hussainiwala border in
Ferozepur to witness the Indo-Pak retreat ceremony.
Though we stood just a few steps from the zero line, what
truly captured my attention as an herbalist was the area's

k-hbmdlvmuylhul hmulhl me closer to nature. In that

d an {| y connection to
the nuurul wmkt feeling a profound respect for its beau-
ty and harmony, which taught me the value of coexistence
and growth. Simultaneously, the patriotic slogans res-
onated deeply, lling a sense of K pride in
my nation, its heritage and resilience — values that inter-
twine 1o inspire a better future for all.

What left a lasting impression was a pairof birds, merrily
soaring from one tree to another and scemingly echoing
the sentiment expressed in the Diljit song. They effortless-
ly crossed over from one country to another in a split sec
ond, without having to bother about passports, visas, secu-
rity checks and other formalities. I couldn’t help thinking
how lucky these birds were, in stark contrast to humans,
who were tied down by all kinds of restrictions,

To an outsider, crossing the border might appear as sim-
ple as passing through a gate to enter & new country. How-
ever, India and Pakistan are separated by the Radeliffe
Line, o boundary deeply rooted in the history of the Parti-
tion and the bloodshed that followed. It's hard to fathom
the heartbreak of being told ight that the land where
you and your had lived for g was no
longer your home, and that you now belonged o a different
country. This ceremony serves as a symbol of both rivalry
and coope the two

There are countless borders that exist today, not just
the ones between countries, but also the boundaries on
personal and social levels. Most of the conflicts and wars
are the direct result of the creation of boundaries and
establishment of borders. But just as the ecosystem
maintains its natural balance, there is a need to ask our.
selves, “Like birds, can we travel freely and live in peace
and harmony on this beautiful earth?”

Alas, the bitter truth is that there are a lot of borders that
we, the most intelligent species on this planet, have creat-
ed between ourselves, limiting people-topeople contact.

1 guess this is the reason why animals and birds seem

‘\mpulu song by Diljit Dosanjh has this line, “Main

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A salute to ISRO's dedication
Refer to the editorial "Ace in space’; ISRO
has reached a significant milestone, making
every Indian proud by successfully docking
two sutellites in space. This is wvital for
India’s future spoce missions, including
hinar soll sample collection and the
Bharatiya Antariksh Station. ISRO's suc-
cess, achieved with cuttingedge technology
and ut a remarkably low cost, is set 1o posi-
tion India as a global hub for satellite
launches, outpacing competitors like China
This feat also strengthens India's capabili-
ties in safeguarding its space assets. A
salute to ISRO's relentless dedication and
Innovation in space exploration

VLAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

Setting the tempo in space
Apropos of the editorial ‘Ace in space’;
ISRO's successful space docking experi-
ment should cheer up those who felt sad
when Chandrayaan-2 faltered ot the last
hurdle in 2019, given some factors that
were beyond the control of scientists
Astronaut Netl Armastrong’s famous quote,
“one small step for man, & glant leap for
mankind”, has come true again, ISRO has
set the 2025 tempo for other institutions
and crganisations, despite previous experi-
ences and present constraints

JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Peace in Gaza at a price
With reference to ‘Gaza (‘mu-nn- the
of an ag
Israel and Hamas on a ceasefire in Gaza is
a relief in every way. This accord is driven
by America, but US President-elect Don.
ald Trump's personal interest has also
proven to be significant. He has already
warned that hostages should be released
before he takes charge. This peace is being
obtained at & high cost. There are still
many uncertainties; even if all sides
remain committed to the deal and its exe-
cution begins, there is no assurance of per-
manent peace. Negotiations for a perma-
nent ceasefire will commence later. How
the Gaza governance system will function
after the truce remains to be determined
ABHUIT ROY, JAMSHEDPUR

Qatar
Refer tothe editorial ‘Gaza ceasefire’; the
ceasefire between Israel and Hamas has
come after o long wait of 15 months. If
anyone deserves credit, it is Qatar. Howey-
er, the Trump administration will have to
ensure that peace prevails. But consider
ing the complexity of the process and the
lack of trust between these two parties,
how sustainable this peace agreement
woulkd be is a million-dollar question, The
humanitarian situation in the region is in
dire straits and to correct it should be the
sole priority ot this point,

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Efforts to defame Nehru
With reference to the article ‘Nehru-bash-
ing bodes ill for India’, there is an ongoing
and determined effort by right-wing kleo-
logues W defame Nehru Many write-ups
are being written on the ‘perfidious’ role of
Nehru, Gandhi and the Congress during
the freedom movement. History is flexible
enough o be stretched either way, Differ-
ent approaches and perspectives lead to dif
ferent interpretations, People tend to
accept what favours thelr bias, and reject all
that does not. 1t is & zero-sum game, and
until we discover time travel, the truth will
be subject to many revisions.

HENRIQUES, MUMBAI

Misuse of Pay Commission

The Delhi elections wre around the corner. If not

for this renson, why did the Centre decide to st

up the 8th Pay Commission, which has a leey role

in dlndu sday structures, benefits and
The Nh

Pay C

s valid il Dy ber 2025,
what wiss the need to announce the frmmation of
the next one now? Delhi itself has about four
Takch enploy af the Undon Ge

Bth Pay Commission should avold another hike,
What sbout the EPF of privale companies pro-
viding minkmum pension of Rs 1,000 per month
(since 1905 and not eligble for any revision,
despite the Sugreme Court ruling? Though
trocke undons have called for hiking the mink
mum EFF pension to Rs 5000 per month, the
sttes and the Centre are not doing the needful.
BIOYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE, FARIDABAD

Lottors 10 the [dor, typed in doutie space, should ot exceed the 200-wond ke,



EXPROFESSOR, HISTORY AND
CULTURE, JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA

N acold, rainy

winter morming

on December 28,

2024, when it

would have been
prudent to sit by the fireside,
more than a thousand histor
ans gathered at Purjabi Uni-
versity, Putiala, for the 83rd
session of the Inclian History
Congress (IHC), the lurgest
asodation of historians in
India. Started in 1935 in Pune
with about 50 partidpants,
the THC now boasts about
35000 members. Its annual
sessions across India are the
most visible statements on
the state of historywriting in
our country, Scholars, bke

™
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wnd SR Sharma from Lahore.
s fiest presiclent, Sir Shataat
Ahmad Khan of Allahabad,
insisted that histortans should
e guided by canons of objec
tivity and scdence. The THC
was 1o rise sbove prejudice
nd meial pride.

Acursory look at the Praved:
ings of the Inclian History Con.
gress in the following years
rings up names like Sir
Jadunath Sarkar, Twra Chand,
RC Majumdar, Mohammad
Habib, PV Kane, Nilakanta
Sastr, HD Sankalka, RS Shar
ma, Satish Chandra, Bipan
Chandra, Irfun Hatsb, Romila
Thapar and Sumit Sarkar
keggends in theaanons of Indkan
history-writing

At the time of the founding
of the THC, the dominant his-
torical narratives were Fuﬂ»

OPED
The history rewrite: Orientalism to religion

LUMINARY: American professor Richard Eaton wos o special invitee at the recent session
of the Indan History Congress held in Patisla. ree mon

that showed presence of non-
monarchicl polities
(panasanghas) in early India

centric, Inclia was

merely @  geographical
expression consisting of @
wnfused congeries of lan-
guages, ethnicities and reli-
wons, which neither was nor
ukl be a nation. Indian
politicn] systems were sup-

They d | that the
medieval period was not an
em of darkness and that
Islam ushered in many posi
tive changes in Indian socie-
ty. They recognised that Incia
wis @ nation in the making
and that diversity of lan

Amartyn Sen and EP  posedly characterised by  guages, cultures and religious
have § 4 Oriental d ', Anoth | was the strengthof

papers in vatous sesdonsof  er mumml that lnlm was Imhn s unique nationalism.

the [HC. In the wecent ses.  spintual as d with at st histo-

shon, Prof Gautam Sengupta
delivered the general presi-
dential address, while US.
based Prof Richard Eaton
was i special invitee,

‘The inaugural session of the
THC was a result of the energy
and enterprise of scholams
from Maharashtra. Some of its
participants were Father H
Heras from Mumbal, Suren
dra Nath Sen from Kolkata

the material West, served to
Justify European rule over
the subcontinent.

The THC was part of a larger
intellectual movement that
was trying to prove that Indi-
ans were aapabie of demo
cratie self rule. Indian histord-
ans  developed ‘drain  of
wealth’ arguments against
British colontalism. They
excavated textual evidence

ans prmllnl with the o
nial undemstanding privileg:
Ing dynastic history. They
even embraced the idea that
Indians were spiritual while
the West was materialistic, It
wemed o soothe  their
bruised nationalist ego. We
Indians still carry this idea
bke o badge of honour,
although no Indian source
had ever made such daims.

In spite of
disagreements
among historians,
there isconsensus
onscdentific
history-writing,

Using sources composed Ly

vasis and women. Ruint mur
miurs of protest about nation:
alist history begun W be
heard inthe THC in the 19505,

There was a shift in focus
from kings and concgueroes to
common people. There was &

sotus and legitimise their
control. Historical enquiries
showed that that there was o
ontinuous shuMing of caste
orders in history. Anthropolo-
gy showed that huntergath-
erery, pastoral nomads, shift.

attempt b "
polity with economy, society,
religion and art. Processes of
change and cousality were
woven into this new history.
Thus emenged the grand nar
mative of feudalism that punc
tured theearlier ideaof equat-
ing medieval India with the
arvival of Iskam. The mechieval
period, in this reading, began
long bedore the coming of the
Turks. Historians of the mod
em period began 1o examine
the composition of India's

ing and pe
represented nulrnlh differ
ent social formations. It was
soen that the sockety mimrored
in the Vedas was a chiefdom
sciety that was different
from state socketies of the
subsequent period. Thus, the
processes of the emengence of
the state and the monarchy
were explored. Similarly, real
Isdngg that cities did not always
exist, histodans began study-
ing the emergence of urban-
m Other  historians

uppercaste/cdass writers, the  antidmp
nationalists bebeved that the  They pointed out that India’s
varma system {8 fullure in

nomic competition and creat-
od a harmondous society
based on o friendly division of
lbour However the most
pernicious  survival of the
wionial tradition was the
pertodisation of Indian histo-
ry into Hindu and Muslim
eras. This was based on the
notion that religious identi
ties are unchanging as well as
etemal and they define every-
thing about human commu-
nities, This

8 stark
poverty and caste discrimina.
tion was connected with the
upperclsyoste leadership
of the national movermnent
The THC has always been a
site for dissent and innovative
wsearch. By the cady 1070s,
Buddhism and SufiBhakt
tmditions were being
analysed as responses to the
needs of emergent merchant

xplored gender histories o
understand the power of
patriarchy today. Histortans
have also begun exploring
the history of environment

The possibilities and range
of questions are endless. His-
torians, oo, cannot escape
the gaze of Chionos. Histo:
ries will continue to change.
Historians at the THC have
never minced words about
mutual disagreement s, How-
ever, there is an overlapping

andagric
Religion was now seen as
wertes of

was reflected in the Partition
wherein nation-states  were
defined by religious kentity,
The patriotic reverie of the
nationalists could not wish
away caste oppression and
the inaedible poverty of
peasant  communities. It
dended agency to Dalits, Adi

o social needs, not nn entity
that was frozen in holy texts.
History-wiriting also leamt
from other disciplines. Socio-
logrical concepts aritiqued the
Kea of an unchanging cwte
system. Powerful groups like
the Rajputs used Sanskritis
ton o acquire o higher aste

wiis on scientific histo-
rywiiting Unfortunately, the
last few decades have wit-
nessed & conflict between
relighous organisations men-
acingly insisting on thedr ver
won of the past and profes
sional historians who value
canons of historical method.
It matters because it will
define not only our past but
our future too,

How ISRO raced against time to execute space docking

TVVENKATESWARAN
VISITING PROFESSOR,
HSER, MOMALI

the wee hours of Janu-

ary 16, Indian Space
Research Omganisation
(ISRO) made history by
uccessfully docking its

two small il SDX01

way) sumrounded by & ring-
lilee handrmil. Like the groves
on the Bd and jaz, the latches
on the portal of one craft
must align with the partner's
portal clasp. Once the two
crafts are close, o protruding
rng from the Chaser craft
enters the Tharget craft's por-
tal The latches extend and
socurely buckle the partner
craft in atight chutch.

Unlike o video game with
controllers in your hands, the
rendezvous and docking of
the two vessels must be done
witonomously by the onboard

(Chasen) and SDX02 (Target),
each weighing about 220 kg
This  remarkable  feat,
achieved after overcoming
nerve-racking hiccups thiee
times in the past two weeks,
opens doors for future human
space Mights, the establish-
ment of an Indian space sto-
tion, & sample return mission
1o the moon and a landing
and rover mission to Mars

Consicher  dirous  acrobats
swinging high, gaining speed
and then leaping fear kel yinto
the aix Sying In a perfect ac
while briefly extending their
arms. Thecompanion, perched
high on a platform, leans for
ward, arms spread like o Be-
line. In awonderful moment of
hamony, thelr hands Smly
Krip, senling thedaring e The
task of space docking ks noless
bokd and bruve.

‘The two crafts have to ren
dezvous at a specific place at
o particular time. Each craft
has a circular portal (a door-

| artife
dal mrllm'nn- algorithmms
Each ship is equipped with
mnge finder sensors and cim-
ems, which serve as the eyes
and ears for the algodthm for
the onboard  computers,
enabling it to manoeuvre the
aafts gently to come closer
while aligning their portals.

One arafl, desiggnated as the
Thrget, remaing redatively pas-
sve  while the Chaser
wproaches ond wiggdes ©
dign the portals and latch
mechanksm.

Asthe indigenously created
algorithm was being tested
for the first time, ISRO pro-
oveded aautiousdy. Inthe first
attempt on Junuary 11, the
two crafts approached with
an intersatellite distance of
230 metres. The docking
process was  intentionally
arvested to evaluate the per-
formance of the sensors. On
the next day, a trial attempt
was made to reduce the inter
satellite distance to 15 metres

BIG GOAL: ISRO, now led by VNarays nan (right), has ambtions for human space fight. »

and then just three metres,
Hoping % succeed, the
attempt to dock was sched-
wled for January 13
Ostensibly, there was o
problem recelving data from
avital proximity and docking
sensor, which  tells  the
onbourd computer how dis
tant the partner ship is and
what direction it must take to
safely dock. This coused the
algorithm to switch to the
safe mode and abort the
docking procedure, Even o
minor directional deviation
would have resulted in a ol
Bsdon rather than a docking
Due to this malfunction, the
dockingwas halted at the last
minute, and the spacecraft
wis moved toa safe distance,
Given the angle at which
the vehicles were aebiting the
carth, docking had to be com-
pleted before January 22, or
else ISRO would have to wait

ISRO s planningto
establisha space
station akin to the
Intemational Space
Station, forwhich
dockingmechanism
is needed

till March, After January 22,
the earth would  have
obscured the spacecraft for
most of the period, decreas
Ing power production for the

for  time,
ISRO reportedly reversedthe
wles of the two ships — the
Chaser with defective sensors
becume the passive target,
while the previous Target
became the Chaser, and the
dock ing was successful

Successful docking was
critical for validating ISRO's
indigenously  built  low
impact docking mechanism,
o suite of sensors and ren-
dezvous & docking algo
rithms. However, there is
more to it than technical
demonstrations,

Until now, ISRO has been
like a goods transporter,
building satellites, taking
them to space and parking

them in orbit. A container
loery needs no emergency
escape door; however, ifyou
are operating o bus carrying
passengers, it is a must
ISRO has ambitions for
human space flight, cour
tesy the Gaganysan mis
son, and a docking mecha-
nism Is  imperative for
human-rated spacecraft

Also, ISRO is planning to
establish o space station akin
to the International Spoace
Station, enabling a few crew
members Lo remain in space
for weeks and months to car
ry out research. The docking
mechanism is needed to
transfer the crew from the
araft to the station and back.
Space stations are constiudt-
ol by docking multiple
uncrewed human-mted
spacecraft in space.

Most importanty ISROhas a
mdical jugoad to undertake
Iinterplanctary missons. Fideon
Heavy, the Amerioun heavy- it
lunch vehicle, can transport a
puyload of 638 tonnes in Low
Earth Orbat (LBO), and the Chi-
nese Long March5-CZ5B van
ant can place 25 tonnes in LEO
Even the mighty GSLV (Geo
synchronous Sitellive Launch
Vehide), known as ISRO's
Bahbali, con place only a
measty eight tonnes in LEQ

However, ISRO has not been
hampered in the st It
employed a frugal echnique
culled ‘gravity assist’ to reach
Mars with just a PSLV (Polar
Satellite Launch  Vehicle),
which can only deposit four
tonnes in LEO In this manner,

ISRO peoposes to malee its way
to the moon and Mars even
without heavy Bt vehides.

Consider the Chandm ynan-
4 scenario: Two launch vehi
des will send two vessels into
orbit, each camrying two mad-
ules. The spacecraft will dock
and combine 1o form a single
cruft with four modules
Module 1 will serve as the
propulsion module, guiding
the vessel to the moon

Once in the lunar orbit,
Module 1 will be undocked
and jettisoned. Modules 2
and 3 will undock and make
o lunar landing, while Mod-
ule 4 will cirde the moon ke
an otbiter. The rover from
Module 2 will go across the
surfuce, collecting lunar soil
and rock samples and
depositing them in Module
3. Module 3 will B off from
the moon's surface like a
rocket and dock with Mod
ule 4, circling the moon, The
samples will be transported
to Module 4, retuming to
carth. Thus, docking and
undocking are critical for the
mission  plan,  Likewise,
ISRO is designing a mission
to Mars with multiple
launches that will place com-
ponents in space, where they
will be assembled and taken
to the Red Planet for a soft
landing and rover mission.

Experts believe that space
assembly will be the future
of deepapace missions, It
will be costeffective and
permit more ambitious mis-
sions. Perhaps ISRO will
take the initial steps.
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en Nimi-
sha Priya
travelled to
Sana'a, the
capital of

Yemen, in 2008, she thought
bher training as a nurse would
belp her not only land a good
job in the West Asian na-
tion but also set her family
at Palakkad in Kerala free
from day-to-day economic
hardship. She married Tomy
Thomasof Idukkiin 2011 and
returned to Sana'a, where
the couple had a daughter.
Her dreams were shattered
in 2017 when she was accused
ofkilling her Yemeni business
parmer Talal Abdu Mahdi in
a desperate bid to retrieve
her passport which was in
his possession. She was sen-
tenced to death in 2018 by a
court in Yemen. The head of
theruling dispensationinthe
conflict-ridden country has
approved her death warrant
recently.

Nimisha, 36, is now
incarcerated in a jail in
Sana'a, pinning her hope on
her mother's negotiation
with the family of Mahdi on
‘blood money’ - a monetary
compensation to be paid to
get the pardon from the slain
man’s clan.

Abdul Rahim, who is also
from Kozhikode in Kerala,
was sentenced to death in
2006 for ly killing

ministry again informed the
Rajya Sabha in August 2024
that while altogether 9,728
Indians were in prisons in
foreign countries, mostly in
West Asia, 125 of them were
cither sentenced to death or
life imprisonment in the last

SPOTLIGHT

Prisonersin foreign land

aximum number of Indians

10years. )

“A significant number of * approx.
Indians remain imprisoned SOURCE.
in foreign countries, often i Al
due to criminal cases arising |I'Id ans away i 0 o ATAIRS
from labour disputes,” r v % UPDATED TILL
said advocate Femin fromIndia ol

Panikkassery, who provided
legal assistance to Indians in
the United Arab Emirates.

A L Naushad, a 52-year-
old autorickshaw driver from
Kollam in Kerala, had gotinto

1.58 crore

Indian citizens live in
foreign countries

ascuffie witha Saudi Arabian Countries with the igh
man whileworking ina petrol highest number of Number of Indians in Other
pumpinthe kingdomin 2003, Indian prisoners to Death or Life Imprisonment SriLanka Pakistan
The Saudi man lost his eyes.  Saudi Avabis EEGE_—_—_—_—————255¢ | " thelast 10 years 268 132
A court then ordered that UAE Country Death or Life
one of Naushad's eyes would Nepo! IR 1,252 A Imprisonment =l
be gouged out. “But for the 0:: — e . Canaca 543
interventions of the Indian et China Bangladesh  Saudi Arabla
government and pardon Qatar 184 107

iven by the Saudi king, 1 Malaysia I 379
Woudhavebennowpurtaly  savan1s [ Distant SoudiArabia | S
blind,” Naushad, who has Number of Indian Bahvain 25
returned to his hometown, Oman I 176 als, in Sri Lanka

3 Bahrai

told DH. China |l 174 foreign prisons: UAE I s o

The Kerala government USA 9728 Oon 9 e
set up Pravasi Legal Aid Wes J gmw0 e
Cells (PLACs) to provide italy |l 154 Thailand
legal assistance to people of 4 ua srosmED RA YA samA oW AuCLST 8, 2004 o= ——d 2022 W 2023
the state landing in trouble 125 Indians were sentenced to death or life Bhutan 2024 (W 1312720
in foreign countries. The  imprisonment in foreign countries in 10 years Austria |
MEA also set up the Pravasi Yonén 1 JAS MEA INFORMED RAJYA SAHA
Bharatiya Sahayata Kendra | ON DECEMBIER 12. 2024
(PBSK). «0n 1,2025, Islamabad shared with New Deihi the names of 49 civilian

Pravasi

the 15-year-old son of his
employer in Saudi Arabia.
The victim's parents granted
the family’sold driver pardon
after receiving ‘blood money'
of Rs 34 crore. But Abdul
continues to be incarcerated
in Saudi Arabia jail, where he
spent the last 18 years of his
life.

The Ministry of External
Affairs in July 2019 informed
the Lok Sabha that 44 Indians
wereondeathrowin Bahrain,
Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, and they
included five who had been
convicted of offences related
to drug trafficking. The

Legal Aid Cells (PLACs)
in seven Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries

-

logged in the jails of Pakistan

Nimisha Priya’s Ordeal: A Timeline

prisoners in addition to 217 fishermen, who are Indian or are believed fo be Indian, but

7

‘People must avoid
illegal channels to
find foreign jobs’

imisha Priya is on death row in Yemen for allegedly
Nklllmg: citizenof the West Asian nation in a desperate

bid to retrieve her passports from him.
VMuraleedharan, former minister of state for external
affairs, who helped many Indians in distress in foreign
countries, tells DH's Arjun Raghunath that though the laws
in the West Asian nations do not permit an employer 1o take
away the passport of a forcign employee, Indians, who take
jobs through illegal routes, are often forced to submit the
travel documents.

How does the go Indians
who end up behind bars in foreign countries?

Alarge number of Indians are jailed in foreign countries

for illegal activities like drug peddling and other criminal
activities, In such cases, the Govern-
ment of India has limited scope to
intervene. There are however many
other cases in which Indians end up
in foreign jails, for other reasons,
including for want of release orders
even after the end of their punish-
ment. In such cases, our missions
used to help in getting the release
orders. We have been constantly
taking up issues related to safe-
guarding the interests of the Indian
workers in the West Asian region at
forums like the Abu Dhabi Dialogue. There is a considerable
decline in the problems faced by the Indian diaspora from
employers.

wmnsonmylmmmlmwmmlmﬂn
after taking jobs in foreign countries’

Unfortunately, a large number of Indians mhu: overseas
jobs are relying on illegal channels. Most of them go abroad
using tourist visas and take up jobs, The majority of the
people facing problems are those who are not migrating
through proper channels, One can check online the veracity
of job offers from abroad as well as the authenticity of the
recruiting agents. But people continue to fall prey to fake
offers by scrupulous agents. The racket of illegal recruiting
agents seems to be very influential too as state governments
often fail to act effectively against them, despite specific alerts
by the Ministry of External Affairs.

and plan to expand ittomore How does th Indian citizens in
countries. Ithasbeeneffective - — e — foreign countries in such cases?
in extending legal assistance Nimisha Priya Her husband  She joins Talal She Is accused of Twill consider the launch of the Global Pravasi Rishta Portal
to hundreds,” said Ajith travels from and Abdu Mahdi to sedating him to retrieve asone key initiative in addressing issues of the Indian diaspo-
Kolassery, Chief Executive :;’:f::’:’l - m:’g m;\" el :‘;g‘(m-vw’:‘;g‘“ raduring my term as MoS in the MEA. | could resolve around
Officer of NORKA Roots Yemen 10 work KeraldOue  She had abusiness dUE 10 an overdose. The 4,000 grievances. Similarly, Pravasi Bharatiya Sahayata
an agency of the Kerala as 8 nurse. tofinancial  dispute with body is chopped and Kendra is also extending legal assistance to those in distress,
government for the welfare stress, Mahdi, a Yemeni.  dumped in a water tank
of the NRIs from the state. Many Indians are in foreign prisons as they cannot
2025 2024 2023 2018 afford to pay blood money to the families of the
Iranoffers totake  An amount of $40000 is vemen's  Shels victims. cn‘tmelndlmcanmtymmre Fund
upthecasewith  purpartediy pald in Yemen as supreme  awarded be used for this
the Ho;llhii to ‘su m«l‘l r:onc;/ 'fg :hlce:r%m;‘ e w-u?: the n:ms There is no provision for |5|ng the ICWF to pay blood money.
PR w“""'df’m ahu: “’W Houthis ;"’m““ ?;w?my Blood maney is a sort of personal settlement, The ICWF is
inSana‘a clears the death warrant,  her appeal,  Yemen mainly used by the embassies to extend immediate medical
care, arrange transportation of mortal remains, and provide
DM ILLUISTRATION. DEEPAK coveLEDBY ey legal in deserving cases.

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT

Whatdoesthe USA'sbanon
usingred dyeinfoods mean?

The FDA downplayed the cancer risk by saying studies showed cancerin
rats, but notin humans, write Andrew Jacobs and Teddy Rosenbluth

over acentury, food and drug some red velvet products and “funfetti” cakes
manufacturers haveadded a Rainbow sprinkles
synthetic chemical to candies, pills, ~Strawberry-flavared milk, drinks and
shakes and more to colour them a nutrition shakes
vivid cherry red. That will end soon Chewing gums
inthe USA, while other countries —Gummy vitamins
will start thinking about it —Mashed potato mixes
This week, the Food and Drug Admin- Certain medications

istration banned using Red Dye No. 3in
food, beverages and drugs, more than three
decades after the synthetic colouring was
first found to cause cancer in male labora-
tory rats.

Drug manufacturers who use Red Dye No.
3 have until January 18, 2028, to reformulate
their products; food manufacturers have
until January 15, 2027

“It’s a great first step for the US., but
frankly, we're just really behind,” said Dr
Sheela Sathyanarayana, professor of paedi-
1!rlrs at th Unnmn of Washington who
s that affect

duldrcﬂ s health. The European Union, Aus-
trakia and New Zealand have banned most
uses of Redd Dye No. 3in foods.

Why did the FDA ban Red Dye No. 3?
The FDA first allowed food manufactur-

?mmumrmm im lBO7 nutm 1958,

blocks

theagency from approving food or colour
additives that can lead 1 cancer in animals

ation where they need to check the package
every time to see if this chemical that FDA
should have banned is still there,” said Dr.
Peter Lurie, the executive director of the

of the trials studying the question have been
small.

Thedye, a petroleum-based additive, has
been used to give candy, soda and other prod-

As with many chemicals and additives,
we're exposed to, “there's noway to get to
zero,” Sathyanarayana said.

“Are there going to be times when your
kid gets red dye?” she said. “Yeah, because
they goto birthday parties, they have
Halloween." But you can minimize any
potential risk, she said, “if you can limit
those to just those special occasions, as
opposed to every day.”

Under federal rules, the FDA prohibits
approving food additives that cause cancer
in humans or animals.

“This is wonderful news and long over-
due,"said Melanie Benesh, vice president
for government affairs at the Environ-
mental Working Group, one of several
organisations that petitioned the agency
to take action on the additive, “Red Dye 3
is the lowest of the low-hanging fruit when
it comes to toxic food dyes that the FDA
should address.”

Beginning in 2027, companies must re-
move the dye from their products. Imported

orhumans,
S

sblic interest

Center lur’ium«m lhel‘uhic Interest, a
h: group that petitioned the FDA.

raised concerns about the dye for decades.
The FDA even banned Red Dye No. 3 in cos-
metics like lipsticks and drugs applied to the
sknl in I‘W() ahrr mdmm funded research

Inannouncing its decision, the FDA noted
that studies had not found a link to can-
cer in other types of animals, The agency
addad that any claims that people are at risk
f the use of the dye in food and

However, it was still alk

in rats.

| drugs “are not suwmcd bythe

additive in food and drugs.

available scientific information.

In 2022, several public interest groups pe-

titioned the FDA 1o revoke its authorisation
of Red Dye No. 3, They pointed to studies
that showed male lab rats exposed to high

Other concerns
Beyond the cancer risk, some research has
found a link between consuming synthet-

levels of the chemical developed |cfonddws.mclud|ngli«il)vc‘\u.! and

thyroid cancer. Al issues like h some
*Consumers should not be pl;v:r.d asthey dhldmn However, there are limitations to

have for the last sever this situ- dies, including the fact that many

ucts their vibeant cherry red hue. Consumer
advocates said the FDA'sdecision to revoke
the authorisation was long overdue, given the
agency'sdecision in 1980 to ban the chemical
in cosmetics and topical drugs.

Hundreds of Ioudsmd drugs still con-
tain Red Dye No. 3, including some, but not
all, brands of:

Candies, like candy corn, loflipops, jefly
beans and candy ned
— Vegan “meats,” including imitation bacon
andsausages
— lcings, especially md or me frostings
~ Sausages and

Cotton candy

Cereals

Cookies, cakes and cupcakes, including

foods sold in the United States must also
remove the additive,

Although the dye is still used in hundreds
of products, m.\nywmpanxs have bu'n

1o oth
that nm:lmtcd after Californiain ZU’J
became the first state to ban Red 3, along
with three other food additives linked to dis-
ease. The dye has also been linked to health
concerns for children.

Firstapproved for use in food in 1907, Red
Dye No. 3 was banned in cosmetics in 1990
by US regulators,

Itis already banned for food use in Europe,
Australia, and New Zealand, with a notable
exception being maraschino cherries.
TheNew York Times

How fish detect
colour and brightness

Welsiceignin ngiored
p!m N i hiled & "
bmea.llkel‘uh mkmnwhzludmhurwbmh(

An Osaka Mef litan Uni research gr
further elucidated howmepimdorunsofﬁshdoso
‘The study is published in the journal iScience.

the research group led by anr
Akihisa Terakita and Professor Mitsumasa Koyanagi of
the Graduate School of Science revealed that lhe pineal

Wmfmmllﬁrqtsn?nnlphno

anl (FPII
detects colour.

These PP1 cells become active and inactive in propor-
tion to the difference in wavelength of light, with longer
waves for red and shorter ones for blue, for example,
This inac-
tivation of
PPl has been
found nec-

essary for
colourde- =

h, th i ‘-n\n‘rin

R s

nlphxonccenwr pmmm wchuPPl Of(helcvenxypu

of arrestinsin sagh
and Arr3a play major roles with PP1.

An-:h rapidly inactivates PPl when light is dim, while

vhen light intensity increas-
s, Thunm fwmllhanhedml wrlmmm:eof lhls
single p
ammmdmsmdwlgjn intensity.

“Multiple types of arrestins exist in a single cell. Our
mzluummtdwiumol arresting mght
be used differently depending on the strength of |
stimulus, an important ﬁndmgnbouldmgma.
Professor Koyanagj said.

Professor Terakita added. “The elucidation of the
mukwpior

which uses w0

control cells by the colour of light*

-Phys.org

protein s
of




EDIT =

'—{ THE ASIAN AGE | SATURDAY | 18 JANUARY 2025 | NEW DELHI I

THE ASIAN AGE

18 JANUARY 2025
Hindenburg shutdown
raises a lot of questions

in the world could the shutti of a short-seller have
hogged headlines as it did in India. When Nathan Anderson, the
fe

Subhani

~NO THRRAT To OUR.
ALLIANCE... WE AR FRIENDY

ONLY AT NATIONAL LEVEL
AT STATE LEVEL oL

ounder of the American short-seller Hindenburg Research,
announced his decision to wind up the activities of his investigative
company, it a celebration with vindication amq ﬂnlug
porters of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. On the other hand, the devel-
xmlldmbewﬂdermlmﬁmrmhdmemmmumul
t, Jed by its MP Rahul Gandhi, used Hindenl TEPOrts On SOMe Compa-
nies of the Adani Group to target Prime Minister ndra Modi.
In the absence of its high-profile attack on the Adani Group and the
' decision to use this to attack Mr Modi, Hindenburg Research
have been just another short-seller that makes money by betting on a
probable fall in the stock price of its target company.
Since it was established in 2017, Hindenburg has targeted 63 companies. Of

hmmcmp,wmchmad@;&mnmwymnﬁr;ndn&mnw ol
Anderson attribu move to shut
There is buzz that the 115 ¥ to his intentions of focussing on his

I
et ceenseane: | (Gaza ceasefire canlet US Seiowces
be

mdﬁ‘t:;:ftbm for selecti
investiga g for ve target!
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Green M! to hdnllvly. G.Sarala,a transperson who was recently recruited by Hyderabad police as traffic assistant, regulating vehicular flow on a busy stretch in Hyderabad. She is one of the 44 transgender persons inducted as traffic assistants in December 2024 — a groundbreaking
Initiative by the Telangana government to foster inclusivity and formally recognise the transgender community's contribution to Society. NAGARA GOPRL

A signal of change

Once seen as outcasts to begging at traffic junctions, a group of transgender persons have now

redefined their role in society by taking on the role of traffic assistants with the Hyderabad city police.
Lavpreet Kaur chronicles their journey of surviving stigma and standing proudly in uniforms, paving the
way for inclusivity and dignity in public service

round 4.30 a.m., while most of the

world is still asleep, G. Kavi Raju be-

gins a journey that is both physical

and symbolic. The 36-year-old, newly

appointed traffic assistant with the Telangana

State Police, boards a bus from Siddipet district,

travelling nearly 100 kilometres to Marredpally

Traffic Police Station in Hyderabad. By the time

the city stirs to life, Raju is already at his post, di-

recting the chaos of Jubilee Bus Station (JBS) with
ahrmhzndandapmudsml

Clad in a crisp white shirt, khaki pants and a

police cap, Raju beams with pride,

ee

My parents
passed away,
but even
when they
were alive,
they never
supported
me. | was

form of respect I could have ever asked for,” he
says with a smile.

Despite significant physical changes, Shiva
Ram lived in fear of being abandoned by his fami-
ly, friends, and society, unable to truly embrace
his identity until 2023. That year marked a turn
ing point. The news of his appointment as a traf-
fic assistant in Marredpally was met with pride
and acceptance by his mother and siblings, who
reside in Mancherial. Their support extended
further when he shared his plans to live life on
his own terms.
for Sania, 26, a trans-woman now

that fuels him through his two-hour daily com-
mute. "It is a Jong commute, but it gives me time
to rest and recharge a bit and allows me to see my
fellow villagers gawking with awe as I walk past
them. I look forward to moving to the city, and
aim to serve better,” he shares.

Raju is one of the 44 transgender persons who
were inducted as traffic assistants in December
2024 - a groundbreaking initiative by the Telan-
gana government to foster inclusivity and formal-
ly recognise the transgender community’s contri-
bution to society.

The uniform and the responsibilities it brings
with it have given them more than a job - itisa
fresh start, a second chance at life where they
embrace their identities with pride.

Sharing their story of transformation, they
speak of the shift from being social outcasts to fi-
gures of authority and respect on the streets.
"For the first time, strangers smiled at us and
greeted us on new year," they say, reflecting on
how life has changed in ways they once thought
unimaginable.

A new beginning

At opposite ends of the traffic signal at the bus-
tling JBS junction, just 500 metres apart, Raju
and his colleague J. Shiva Ram, 30, command at-
tention and respect from people. Commuters fol-
low their instructions diligently, occasionally of-
fering a nod or a smile of reassurance.

For Shiva Ram, the uniform symbolises a hard-
won freedom. Once placed under house-arrest
and nearly forced into marrying an older man,
he now finds solace and purpose in his role. Re-
flecting on the darker days, he recalls a time
when despair nearly consumed him. “As Sabitha
Rani then, I was told the proposal had come be-
cause of how I looked and dressed. When 1 re-
fused, my father thrashed me. Two months later,
he passed away, leaving me to shoulder the entire
family’s responsibility,” Shiva Ram shares.

While juggling a dual degree in Engineering
and Arts, Shiva Ram also worked as a manager at
an organic foods company in Hyderabad. During
that time, he attempted the Sub-Inspector and
Constable exams four times, narrowly missing
the mark each time.

“Even if | had passed, | wouldn’t have been
known as ).Shiva Ram today. Now, hearing my
colleagues call me by this name is the highest

hrashedt and
even
branded with
ahot knife.
Today, the
who
abandoned
me and
never
checked on
me are now
calling me up
o
congratulate
me.

SRIVALLL,
Anative of
Khammam

deployed in Hyderabad's Tolichowki area, life
has truly come a full circle. Over the past decade,
she did everything she could to survive - work-
ing as a domestic help, stitching clothes, and
even selling jowar rotis. However, every time she
tried to move ahead, life pushed her back, forc-
ing her to seek alms at traffic intersections. “To-
day, I am in police uniform, directing traffic at
one of the spots where 1 once begged. I couldn't
be happier,” she shares, the pride in her voice
unmistakable.
A native of Mahbubnagar, Sania reflects on a
hll- of umapped pulmual uhcm her skills and
were aver d by a lack of
i She vividly bers the first
time she donned her uniform: “From bemg

ostracisation since childhood, leaving them with
limited options like prostitution, begging and
crime. This initiative is an opportunity for them
to break out of that cycle, prove their capabilities,
and show that they can thrive in other profes-
sions,” he says, expressing hope that the project’s
success would set a precedent for other States to
replicate.

Inspector of Marredpally Traffic Police, ). Bhas-
kar says that the city's traffic cops were sensitised
to ensure a smooth induction, onboarding, train
ing and work environment for new recruits from
the community. “The entire police station staff is
regularly trained to treat our transgender coun-
terparts with utmost respect and equality. It has
been over a week since they joined, and they
have already adapted well to the work. Their obe-
dience and diligence are commendable,” he says.

According to traffic police officials, the names
of the recruits have been added to the payroll.
The pay scale will range from 26,000 to

130,000 per

For the government to recognise us and give us
this opportunity is overwhelming,” she says, her
wvoice filled with gratitude.

Asked about how commuters treat them, Nitya
reflects on the hardships her community has en-
dured, stating that even if someone reacts angri-
ly, they simply brush it off with grace. “However,
the response we have received has been over-
whelming. People respect the uniform and follow
our instructions, often with a sense of reverence.
This is all very new to us,” she adds.

Sania shares that she plans to set aside
0,000 from her first paycheck to throw a party
for her friends and well wishers who stood by her
through thick and thin.

Breaking free from fear

At 25, G.Sarala manages traffic at the bustling Ma-
sab Tank junction in Hyderabad, but she carries
with her a constant worry - the fear of another
attack from her own family.

Having left home at the age of 16, Sarala com-
pleted her undergraduate and postgraduate de-
grees at a well-known college in Hyderabad be-
fore working as a helper at a medical centre.
“During that time, my family took me back home
thrice and tried to force me into a ‘boy cut’ hair-
style. | was physically assaulted and even admit-
ted to a rehahlhtamm centre, hut each time, 1

" she

month, on par
” with Home

Guards.
Gettinga jobin the W i
police departmentis not  ¢hat the traffic as-
easy, even for regular sistants hzw been
people. For the { on a six-
government to recognise  month pilot basis,
us and give us this :“"‘:‘:r ‘m"’ Hn:’nh:
opportunity is Guards. "They are
overwhelming entitled to benefits
NITY. such as medical

A
A native of Karlmeagar treatment at our

police dispensary
and access to small loans or grants from the
Home Guard welfare fund. Based on the out-
comes, further expansion of the programme will
be considered by June 2025," he adds.

Earning their first paycheck
K.Srivalli, 24 is looking forward to buylng her

looked down upon, shooed away and di
as an outsider to being respected and smiled at -
it's a wonderful feeling.”

Hyderabad-based transgender activist Vy-
Jjayanthi Vasanta Mogli hails the initiative as a
game-changer, empowering the transgender
community to envision lives beyond the confines
of traditional livelihoods like begging, sex work,
or seeking donations on auspicious occasions.

“Until now, they did not have the ability to
even see themselves in any other role beyond the
stereotypes that society imposed on them. But
this initiative has sparked hope. More individuals
from the community are now aspiring to join the
services. They are encouraged to change their
lives,” says Mogli.

Another trans rights activist Rachana Mudra-
boyina hopes this groundbreaking initiative will
expand into other departments of Telangana go-
vernment. “It took almost a decade for the com-
munity to bruk (hn udgma of bcmg labcllcd a

‘fake as a
trans person, it's nm up for debate. We have
come a long way, and we are optimistic about the
success of this pilot project. Many more from the

y are already i to join the
force,” she says.

Rachana adds that they plan to give the initia-
tive at least six months before flagging any chal-
lenges or concerns,

Hyderabad Commissioner of Police CV.
Anand cmphastses the need to integrate the

yinto society
rather than looking down on them as someone
different. “They have faced a lot of exclusion and

first two- ler to between

la and Mahankali, where she has been posted.
“This will be the first paycheck of my life, and it
feels special. 1 am looking at two-wheeler options
now, and based on how much I can save from my
salary, I will buy the one I like,” she shares with
excitement.

The journey from being Rajashekhar to be-
coming Srivalli has been one rife with challenges
and self-discovery. A native of Khammam, Srivalli
moved to Hyderabad at the age of 4 and under-
went her gender-affirming surgery. Since then,
she has done everything, from working as a strin-
ger for a local news channel to begging at traffic
signals for survival.

“My parents have passed away, but even when
they were alive, they never supported me. | was
thrashed and even branded with a hot knife. To-
day, the same people who abandoned me and
never checked on me are now calling me up to
congratulate me,” she says.

d to return to

Aslu:dlfherpammsbwwabmntwrmjub
she says with a sigh, “No matter what 1 do, they
will never accept me for who l am”

For 25-year-old Ishaan, the struggles were un-
iquely painful. After being abandoned by his
partner, who he had eloped with, disowned by
his family, and rejected by multiple employers,
he now manages traffic flow at the Tilak Nagar
signal in Amberpet. “After my parents passed
away, 1 lived with my paternal aunt,” he shares.

“I used to feel physically sick and itchy whe-
never [ was forced to wear women’s clothes. 1
would mentally count the seconds until I could
get out of them. My aunt didn’t take this well and
insisted that I should only shop for women’s
clothing. I don't remember her buying me anyth-
ing new after that," Ishaan recalls.

Although his aunt occasionally checks on him,
Ishaan still receives no support or acceptance
from his family. “They continue to treat me like a
woman, especially in public settings, which
makes me extremely uncomfortable. Now, all [
do is just let go," he says.

Training and onboarding

In September, the Telangana government
launched India’s first-ever transgender-specific
government recruitment and social welfare pro-
gramme, followed by an elaborate selection
process,

Of the 58 candidates who participated, 44 - 29
transgender women and 15 transgender men —
were selected. On December 6 last year, Telanga-
na Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy handed over

i papers to 39 lividuals who officially
Juinv:d thc mm
k training at the Traffic

Srivalli has her sights set on b a Sub-
Inspector with the Telangana Police for which
she has enrolled in an undergraduate pro-
gramme at Dr. Ambedkar Open University in
Hyderabad. “I also plan to join coaching classes
to prepare for the examination,” she says.

For Nitya, 30, a native of Karimnagar, her first
salary holds a special purpose - she has pledged
to give it entirely to her parents, Lingaiah and

“My entire family, akmg wuh the village sar-

Training Insutute in Goshamahal, which includ-
ed physical training, techniques for managing
traffic, and addressing various traffic-related
challenges, the new recruits were inducted as
traffic assistants.

They are now serving across 20 traffic police
stations in Hyderabad, including Amberpet, Ba-
hadurpura Banjara Hllls< l!egumpm Bowenpal-
Iy, Cl Iv. Chilkakeud:
Jubilee Hills, Kadleguda Langar Houz, Mahanka-

panch, came to Hyds late me
during my onboarding. Gclmu ajobin lhc pnha-
department is not easy, even for

li, Malakpet, Marredpally, Nalal
SR Nagar, Santosh Nagar, T‘ﬂmmghcrry. and Tol-
ichowki.
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OUR ACTIONS
SHAPE OUR LIVES

Karmaphalas—the results of our actions—
are an undeniable force shaping our lives

<

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

¢ all showld know about karmaphalas. These are the results

of both good and bad karma (acts) done by us in the past

with our minds, words and bodies. | have mentioned minds
separately from bodies because karmas done by the mind are sub-
tle. And they can be quite lethal. What is a mental disease? You
have guessed right; it is caused by our minds.
Similarly, words are no less dangerous. Yes, words can be very
deadly, as experienced by all of us, when we choose to speak fool-
Ishly. And these bad karmaphalas can manifest at any age but they
hurt the most in old age when we are weak and not left with many
options.
This is when a person laments about his bad luck and there are
not many sympathisers. Aren't we written off as we age? This arti-
cle describes what we can do about it, We are not so helpless after
all. The first step is to stop doing all bad acts right from this moment.
And we know what these are. Goodness has to increase in us by
doing all acts of goodness.

Reverse brain drain: A

game-changer for growth

1

_—

WASEEM JAVED

By harnessing the knowledge, networks and expertise of these returnees,
India is laying the foundation for a resilient and competitive economy

ndia has witnessed a mass exodus

of talent for decades, as highly

skilled professionals and students

left the country in search of better

opportunities abroad. This phe
nomenon, known as ‘brain drain) has his
torically deprived the country of ity
brightest minds. However, the tide is
reversing, with individuals returning to
their home country, as seen in the recent
past. With acquired skills and rich expe-
rience, the ‘reverse brain deain’ is increas-
ingly becoming a powerful force in
India’s economic growth and develop
ment, This comes against the backdrop
of India's I'nu—pncm}‘cmnumxc growth,
combined with government initiatives
and an evolving entreprencurial ecosys-
tem that has made the country an attrac- 4
tive destination for global talent, includ
ing those who once left its shores, This
shift is not about just people coming
back; it's about knowledge transfer, inno-
vation, and global networks essential to
building a competitive and resilient

We must speak we should see

we should stick to foods in goodness; and so on. What this will
do is protect us from the Il effects of our present acts, to begin
with. Controller mental must be curbed; one must become realis-
tic because there is only one controlier and that is God. If it was-
n't so we will obtain whatever we desire, which hardly even hap-

pens. The ego must be curbed because there Is only one superi-
or entity, which is God. All our lives we try to prove our superior-
ity and what happens? We become very unpopular with others, espe-
clally with our family members, whom we desperately need in our
old age. Spiritual practices must be started in the right earnest,

They will make a lot of sense if we realise that we are souls, parts

of God.
Shouldn't parts be dependent on the whole? Should we not be
respectful towards God, just like a son is supposed to be towards
his father? Don't we thank others when they do us some favour?
God Is forever doing us many favours. To begin with, He has pro-
vided all essentials free like the light of the sun, water, air contain-
ing oxygen, etc. God has to help ultimately because fate cannot
be changed by anyone else. He also doesn't, but helps to deal with
bad karmaphalas; we won't end up badly. (9.31) This is a very big
"kripa' but more important is His mercy in protecting us from our
good karmaphalas, when we are most likely to hurt ourselves badly.
Because it is hard to tolerate good times. And God and only God
can help in improving our nature, which Is also part of our fate.
Doesn't our nature let us down time and again? We see people
destroying themselves by angry acts, lusty behaviour, envious atti-
tudes, etc. God protects us from foolish acts, if we remain in His
shelter.| am very scared about the prospect of il fate in my old age
when | am already weak. God has to protect me.
| am not taking any chances; | have taken God's shelter. Only God
is the one who can help, being the owner and controller. God can
intervene and God does for His devotees. (The Bhagavad-Geeta
18.58) Wouldn't this make us peaceful? It has made me gradual-
ly as my connection with God Is getting strengthened by my spir-
Itual practices. Please don't take chances.

(The writer is a spiritual teacher; views are personal)

economy.
Economic and Entreprencurial
Opportunities dela§ Return

In most cases, what has caused this
reverse brain drain is the prospect of
available opportunities in India, The
growth pattern of India as a country with
an upward economic trajectory brings
with it demand for science, h.-chnulngr.
and innovation skills from professionals
in their fields,

Returnees easily get absorbed in suitable
roles since their international experience
puts them on top of the sought-after can
didates at startups, large multinational
companies, and research centres,
Government initiatives like Make in
India, Startup India, and Atmanirbhar
Bharat have further made India more
attractive. These initiatives encourage
entreprencurship, self-reliance, and inno-
vation by offering financial incentives,
regulatory support, and access to infra-
structure. Thus, many Indian profession
als who had earlier worked in global hubs
such as Silicon Valley are returning to
start their startups or take up leadership
roles in Indian enterprises.

For example, several Indian entrepre
neurs who have returned from the
United States or the United Kingdom are
at the helm of billion-dollar startups in
India today.

They cut across fintech, e-commerce,
health tech, and renewable energy among
other sectors that create jobs and spur
economic growth, Their global net

forms that streamline the process
of studying abroad. These plat
forms help students identify the
best courses, universities, and
countries based on their aspira
tions and career goals,

They also help with visa process-
es, and education loans, and even
offer post-admission help, so
rvcryl’:h\g goes off smoothly,
These consultancies not only
empower students in terms of
succeeding abroad but also lay the

GOVERNMENT gmungwnrk for their potential
contributions upon returning to
INITIATIVES LIKE India while bridging the gap

MAKE IN |ND|A‘ between students and global edu-

cation systems,

STARTUP INDIA, Benefits of Reverse Brain Drain

for India
AND The reverse brain drain is an

ATMANIRBHAR economy-changing force for

India, bringing skilled profession

BHARAT HAVE als back to dhnvc pmgrc:\’;ncnl)n
sectors, In the case of technolo-

FURTHER MADE gy, returnees provide cutting-
INDIA MORE  edge expertise in areas like arti

ficlal intelligence, biotechnology,

ATTRACTIVE. and clean energy, which ensure

that India is not left behind glob
works and access to venture capital give THESE INITIATIVES ally.

them a competitive edge that will allow
them to scale their businesses quickly and
effectively.
The Role of Overseas Education in
Shaping Talent
Education in foreign lands serves as the
core of the reverse brain drain. In 2024,
more than 13.35 lakh students from India
pursued education abroad, of which the
SA, Canada, the UK, Australia, and
Germany were among the top destina
tions. In general, courses in engineering,
business management, medicine, and
technology attract Indian students with
promising career avenues, This interna-
tional education equips students with
advanced knowledge, technical skills, and
a global perspective, Many also gain valu
able work experience abroad before
deciding to return to India,
A key facilitator in this journey has been
the rise of Al-powered consultancy plat-

INCENTWES, n}clunvvc solutions hul:. ,
REGULATORY i aboration
SUPPORT AND by connecting Indian institu

ENCOURAGE The knowledge that these

returnees provide creates techno-

ENTREPRENEUR' logical advances that benefit both

SHIP industries and  society.
+ Entreprencurship and innova-

SELF.REUANCE tion also pick up pace as

returnees start new ventures, cre

AND |NNOVAT|0N ate jobs, and develop innovative
products and services that
BY OFFERmG address local and global chal

FINANCIAL lenges. This not only increases

employment but also makes India

reverse brain drain strengthens
productivity, draws in foreign
investment, and propels GDP
growth,
Key Challenges and the Way
Forward
Although reverse brain drain
promises to boost Indian growth
immensely, bureaucratic red tape,
infrastructural inadequacies, and
differing work environments in
India versus the developed world
will still prevent most profession-
als from coming back. This will
only come true when registration
procedures, tax regimes, and the
regime for intellectual property
become more nmplll'lcur. pavin|
the way for returnees to establis!
enterprises or meaningfully con
tribute to organizations,
To tap into returning talent effec-
tively, India must improve its
infrastructure: world-class
research facilities, modern educa
tional institutions, and strong
health care. More competitive
incentives to attract internation-
al talent include tax breaks, grants
for research, and easier access to
funding. ()nf] then will the
reverse brain drain convert into
practical input toward the nation's
economic growth and innovation,
Government Initiatives and
Policy Support
The Indian government has been
Knmcllvrly capitalising on reverse
rain drain, By setting up inno-
vation hubs, funding startup
companies, and collaborating
with world-class research insti-
tutes, the country is attracting
much-needed talent as well as

tions with international research

ACCESS TO m:l;vﬂrks. ll{\c:lrhy I‘u(:lllulh\g the
exchange of ideas and resources
INFRASTRUCTURE mtun-ag such as healthcare :ml

renewable energy. The economic
impact is equally strong as the

fostering Many coun-
tries have implemented policies
and incentives to encourage
skilled professionals to return to
their home countries, For exam-
ple, Taiwan created the Hsinchu
Science Park and offered tax cuts
to encourage the development of
high-tech industries. Such poli-

cles not only encourage the return
of skilled professionals but also
rovide them with a platform to
Hnumh.
The Global Context and Its
Implications
Interestingly, reverse brain drain
is not an Indian phenomenon
alone, Developed countries like
the United States and the United
Kingdom are losing talent due to
restrictive immigration policies
and limited opportunities for
career advancement, For example,
America’s flawed immigration
policies have inadvertently driven
away skilled professionals who are
now contributing to India’s
rowth.
This shift points to a wider par
adigm wherein developing coun-
tries are transformational centres
of innovation uﬂd economic
activity. It could also help India
emerge as a global leader in sec-
tors ranging from technology to
healthcare.
A Bright Future for Reverse
Brain Drain
The reverse brain drain repre-
sents a new paradigm in India's
journey to become a global eco-
nomic superpower, In this new
scenario, talent can be an asset to
the country by nurturing innova
tion and fostering collaboration,
With government support, pri-
vate sector pl\l’“(l ation, and an
emphasis on developing world-
class infrastructure, the country
is poised to turn reverse brain
drain into a sustained growth dri
ver,
In doing so, this movement is not
only for India but reshapes the
global talent landscape with a
new reality of importance- inclu
sive and dynamic economies in a
more integrated and intercon-
nected world,
(The writer is the founder and
CEO of EduVib; views
are personal)

Andhra Pradesh’s journey towards zero hunger and inclusive education
The Dokka Seethamma Mid-Day Meal scheme is a testament to the State's commitment to inclusivity and reforming the education system

security has been a signif

icant concern in India.
Despite notable progress
toward achieving Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 2
Zero Hunger, India still grap-
ples with the challenge of
undernutrition.
According to a United Nations
report, the country accounts
for nearly 195 million under
nourished individuals, with

Slucr Independence, food

traced back to the colonial era.
In 1925, the Madras
Presidency proposed the first
ever Mid-Day Meal initiative
for underprivileged children.
Tamil Nadu became the first
state to implement this idea,
with Sourashtra Boys Higher
Secondary School in Madural
serving meals to children in
1955

By the 19805, this programme

ned wid

children constituting 43 per
cent of this population. Various
initiatives, such as the Public
Distribution S{:Itm (PDS)
and the PM Poshan Mid-Day
Meal scheme, have been
implemented to address this
pressing issue.

Historical Roots of Mid-Day
Meal Schemes

The origins of the Mid-Day
Meal scheme in India can be

pread acceptance,
particularly with the introduc-
tion of the “Nutritious Noon

Meal Scheme” by Tamil Nadu's
then Chief Minister, M G
Ramachandran. This initiative
aimed to provide food to 6.8
million malnourished chil

dren in the state, Over the
years, the programme has
demonstrated the strong cor

relation between nutritious
meals and improved educa

IV KATTIMANI

tion, For children in tribal and
soclo-economically disadvan-
taged ¢ ties, the

Economic Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs), includin

Scheduled Castes, Schedule

Tribes, De-notified Tribes,
Nomadic Tribes, and girl chil
dren,

Dokka Seethamma Mid-Day
Meal Scheme

In a significant step forward,
the Andhra Pradesh govern

ment recently launched the
“Dokka Seethamma Mid-Day
Meal Scheme." This initiative,
named  after  Dokka

scheme has proven to be a life
line, Many of these children,
n:vvm\uly engaged in house-

old activities of income gen
eration due to food insecuri
ty, could now attend school
and pursue their right to edu
cation. The programme also
had a transformative impact
on children from Socio-

ides free

stories and songs from her
childhood, Along with her
husband, Dokka Joganna, she
provided food and shelter to
travelers and disaster-stricken
communities near the
Godavari River. Her legacy of

service remains

Annapurna—p

meals to students in junior col
leges across the state,
Seethamma, born in 1841 in
Mandapet village, was
renowned for her compas
slon and dedication to serving
the needy. Despite limited for
mal education, she imbibed
strong moral values through

a beacon of inclusivity and
maternal love

The Dokka Seethamma
scheme is the first of its kind
in India, targeting intermedi
ate students. Benefiting
148419 students across 475
government junior colleges in
Andhra Pradesh, the pro

Summc aims to reduce
ropout rates, enhance acad-
emic focus, and improve over-
all student health, By lessening
the financial burden on low-
income families, the initiative
also promotes greater equity in
education, It sets a model for
other states to emulate,
addressing hunger while fos
tering a nurturing environ-
ment for academic and per-
sonal growth,
Complementary Initiatives
for Inclusivity

In addition to the Dokka
Seethamma scheme, Andhra
Pradesh has revived the "Anna
Canteens” initiative. This pro
gram offers wholesome meals
at just Rs 5 to economically
fisad 1 individual

access to food, the state alms
to bridge socloeconomic dis

parities and support margin

alised communities,

For tribal students, particular

ly girls, the Dokka Seethamma
u‘g‘mw has been a game-

ily burdens and promote their
continued education,

A Vision for a Better Future
The Mid-Day Meal scheme
and similar initiatives signify
more than just food distribu-
tion—they represent a com-

changer. Tribal
often face acute food insecu

rity due to geographical
remoteness and limited
resources. Free nutritious
meals enable tribal children to
focus on their education
instead of household chares or
income generation. The
scheme also addresses educa-
tional inequity by encouragin

families to prioritise their chil

dren’s schooling. For tribal
girls, the program has a trans

nificantly :Ik-vmllng hunger
and improving living stan-
dards. By ensuring affordable

impact. Social and
financial pressures often force
Frk to leave school premature-
y, but free meals reduce fam

mitment to emp ing U
marginalised and uplifting the
underprivileged. These pro
grams not only ensure access
to nutritious meals but also
encourage higher education,
better living standards, and
healthier lifestyles. By fostering
c::rcmmm among teachers,
students, and staff, the scheme
revives the ancient “Gur '
system of holistic education,
emphasising both mental and
physical wellbeing,
{The writer is Vice Chancellor
of Central Tribal University of
Andhra Pradesh; views are
personal)
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HNIs, Buy-Sell More
In a Mature Art Mkt

More non-state institutions to trade

“The Art of India 2025' that is on till tomorrow at Delhi’s
India Habitat Centre, and the 4day India Art Fair 2025
that commences on Feb6at the Capital’s NSIC Exhibition
Grounds, both point to a burgeoning art scene in Delhi in
particular, and in India in general, The Indian art market
has, indeed, been busy with more money chasing worksof
top artists. Art is an established investment avenue abro.
ad, But despite growing demand — and guality supply

the market here is yet to move much beyond infancy Price
signals usually do not travel beyond the top tier; affecting
the supply response from the broader market. Of course,
art differs from other goods in how value is determined.
The social value of owning a plece of art and financial va.
Iue of holding on to it should have a bearing on its artistic
value. This is hard to achieve in mature art markets, and
pretty much impossible when interest in art, either soci

ally or financially, is tepid.

Thesupply response inart is unusu-
al because of the celebrity phenome:
non, which ensures higher turnover
through volume rather than the price,
Since there s anelement of serendipi-
ty In acquiring star status, there is
usually an excess supply of art at any

glven pointof time. Broadening the pool of buyers impro-
ves discoverability in theart market, This places a bigger
premiumon Ilwux‘lnlvnluonf uvmlmxnrl Creation and
fon of art are ly social activities, affec:
llllull\l‘ Individual’s interaction with the coll X
Whatever the reason — social, financial or artistic
art ownership is a function of income. The process can
be speeded up by an efficient market that facilitates tra.
de. A critical mass of buyers brings more art into the
marketplace, so the process is accretive, Part of the rea.
son for India’s slow progress in developing a market for
artisstate sponsorshipof culture, With the right institu.
tions in place, the market can deliver better outcomes,
This is particularly trueof traditional art, where an ove-
rarchingrole of the state has restricted market forces,

Goodbye, Joe, He
Gotta Go, Me-O My-0O

Joo Biden willend his time inoffice this weekend much like he
began: with aslow of far-reaching executive actions geared to
protect American traditions and institutions. This marks a
stark difference between him and the man who preceded and
now succeeds him. The radical difference In thelr world views
notwith ding, there arec betwoen the 45th and

A6th Potus that will persist under the 47th,
As his first act as president, Biden may have signed the US'
return tothe Paris Agreement zmlnnﬂrxldny lnom« o, butdid
| body
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he US deep state destabilising India are bunkum

It'sthe ‘Forelgn Hand’ Again!

v ow York: Is America sdeep

state out to destabilise In

i The quaesthon i so T

i crous that it deserves an
outright dismissal. Yet, the

mwdlin bs rife with consplracy theorses.
Acritical BBC documentarya videoon
sexuial viebenos against women kn Ma

uros
lulho foredyn )\-ml P now wants us

nipur; the now shut down
Resoarch's report against the ,\:hml
Group, the farmens’ agitation, the US
SEC's charge shoet on the Adani Gro-
up even lhvmmlnuo( sherlkh Ihmml

1 nctive. Per:
haps IUI' woulkd Illu‘ us to thank the fo-
relgn hand — not Indian voters — for
destabilising Indirn Gandhl and en-
ding her Emergency.

it all wre b

doop unu- that bs allegedly consplring
to destabilise Indlia, In the name of na
thonallsm, we are told, we must ot pay
any attention toany eriticism.

Those conspiriey theories potnt toa
highly vulnerable national psyche, un.
chirncteristic of a country that's an
emorging reglonal power and asplring
10 booore adeveloped nathon. We must
Rrow up.

I s oot bor ern, the deop st te
wascallod forelgn hand'. In
dirn Gandhi branded
her eritios during the
Emergency ema as
CIA agents. She even
Blamod e defeat after
the Emergoncy to for
elgn forves. Rajiv Gan-
dhl, when foed with
Bofors bribery char
wes, defoctod the focus
by evoking reforences

These 10 tho deop state
undermine BIMs achievements in bu
Iidding redations with the US. Indoed,
actual instances of cooperation betwe
e India and the US show how shallow
the consplracy theories are. The fact is
the US prefers o stronger India to
check the Influencoal Clilna in Aska,

Sinoe the Modi government came to
power in 2004, the two countries have
sig ned  multiple  agreements  to

strengthen  defence  coopers.
thon. These Include:
> Basic Exchange and
Cooperation  Agreemme.
nt (Heew) — agree
monts o transfer
sensitive tochnologh
os and for the Joint
rosearch and tech-
nology of advanced
military equipment
P In the X2 border
clwh with China In

10 an Invisible ‘Torelgn Aruniachal  Pradesh,
hand’ that he alleged the US provided real
wastryingtostallin. _ Maving derided Congress  timo evidence 1o the
dia's dovedogment s’ 3 Indlan military on

Having  derided 1O the 'foreign hand’, BJP  the Chinese post

Congross  leaders’ NOW wants us to believe that
it's real and active

constant references

thons and foroe. This
avertod the massive

damage of similar

ween the two countries, and not to des:
tabilise India, Indeed, evon on lssues
hat rankded relations betwoen the two
countrios, India has been able to resol
ve i its fvour: For instance, the US
grantod wakvers from sanctions for In
dian businesses with Irun and Russian
energy imports. This shows India’s ri
singstature.

The consplrmcy theories reflect In
dia's rofusal to deal with some of its
problems.

& P sccused the US deop stite for
trying to destabilise India after the US
SEC fllod chargos ngainst the Ada

1l Group, alleging o $205 mn

K bribery schemo. SEC Is o
regulatory agency of the

previous Incurslons conspi US government, not some
Importantly, itled the  theories pointtoa  hidden agency The quoes
Chinese 1o retreat highly v ton we miust ask is: why
‘Defence cooperntion national psyche, lsn'tany branch of Gol koo

between the United
States and Dixdin bs
creating real  chal
lenges for China's na-
thonal socurity’ says
Chunhao  Lou of
the China Institu
tosal Contempo
rary Internatio

nal Relations,

» Trade betwe

o the two co-

untries has

cronsed 3x sinoe
201 and Is close
£0 8200 b, Inetiins are the richest oth,
nie group in the US, and thelr presence
in high administrative and political
positions in the US pover nmernt has boe-
on substantlal and growing. Joe Biden
hiaws 130 Inelian- Americans in his admi
nistration. In his first term, Trump
hael over 80 Indlan Americans. From
the appointments that he has announ
cod 8o far, his second term appeans to
be nodifferent

» Inchians and PIOs are CEOs of some
of the top American companies. US
companbes have o huge and rising pre-
sence i India. In short, the political
and economic onvironment in the US
I8 in support of strengthening thes bet

uncharacteristic of an
emerging regional
power and aspiring
developed nation

king into these chargs?
Noone | g that
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How Can
| Let Go?

THICH NHAT HANN

Often, people uve trouble lotting
woof things ke relatbonships,
Jobws, foekings and so on. 1t 1 good
torvmember that to It go’ means
0ot goof something. Thit some-
thingmay bean object of our
ke, sommething we've created,
Tk o dcbewy, foeling, dostre or
bollef Gotting stuck on that dea
could bring a bot of unhappiness
o] ety Wo'd Dk to Jet g, but
how? It's not enough just to want
tolet 1t g0 we must recognise it
first

the Adan) Group may hiwve
been imvolved in the bl
bes. Noone is asking what
sortof reforms we need
in the power sector
that would  reduce
this sort of ‘cost of
dolng  Dusiness’ In

din
> Thon thero's the
overthrow of Shotkh
Hasinn The fact is
that Hasina wos an
unpopalar sutharitarian leader The
Bangladeshi student movement aga
Inst quotas for descondants of the 1971
froodom fghters triggered the revolt
andled toheroverthrow. Theconsplr
clsts, however, would Hke you to disre
gard these facts and bedleve that Mu
hammad Yunus, founder of Gramesn
Bank and o Nobel lsurvate, s o CIA
agent appointed by the US deep state to
oust Sheikh Hasina, India’s ally, and,
I the procoss, destabilise India,

Don't fall for these consplracy
theories

The iviter s proessor of skl potiex
Culumbla University, US

Redefine Campus-Com pany Success

connected from onganisational values,
Placerment season ks synonymos
withanxiety and burnout. While some
colbeges have taken stops to provide
counselling services, theso efforts re
madn insudficlent. The stigma surmo.
wiling mental hoalth, coupled with
the sheer scale of the problem, often
Joaves students to navignte this pres.
sure alone, Without systemic inter:
venition, this cycle will only perpetuste
The current placement ecosystem

lakhs per annum — to T, empha
nunu Job st isfhction, growth potential
\

little to undo Trump’s app h L
WT() Tr\llnp 1.0 had hlo( ked nll n|l;m|ulnu'n|\ 1o the WTO
ral trade body incapab:
ln of adjudicating disputes. Despite four
years in the White House and an avowed
commitment to multilateralism, Biden
made no effort to revive it, Another area
of “let's keep things going as they are’ is
China. The outgoing prez did not undo
the “Trump tariffs’. And Trump 2.0 will
Iikely pick up the Biden administration
practice — tough talk on tarifYs while engaging China in some
areas of ‘common Interest” (read: advantageous to US supre:
macy). This Isespecially expected given Elon Musk's status as
‘presidentinl CEO' and Tesla'scommercial interests in Chi
On Iran and Israel, there will more continuity than divergen
0~ the rhetoric probably going more ‘orange’. Engagement
with Quad should continue, as will the relationship with In-
dia, the general tenor of the latter remaining unchanged, but
with alteration in the detalls, pa
Biden's doparture from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue m
to herald a complete break under his successor. But the truth
I8 likely to be less radical. Atleast on the non-domestic front

Sunita Williams stepping out of her 'tin
can’ must have been, um, liberating

Walking Over to the
Balcony in Space

tograting stross management and
rosllience workshops into the ey
cutlum can equip students to handle
the pressuresal canver planning
Alumni mentoeship programines can
also provide imvaluable emotional
o professsonal guldance,

» Revamp hiring Companbes ad
Institutions should jointly develop
holistic evaluat lon processes. e
havioural assessments, psychometric
tests and problem solving exercises

Fach yoar, India's beigh priort Larses. P en with personal values. con ensure a fiver and more in.
enter higher hd o I Carver chusive hiring process, moving be-
sucoess and Aulfibment. Yot, by the thie 'nl)l!‘lm'h‘llr'l\"hllm this ch ping Mwlll)‘ o that lens of GPAsand
they graduate, many are loft burnt out, aliker tholr technical test scorvs,

anxious and disillusioned, Why? The » Mismatched r\plﬂmklnn Mml\‘ Ilrtduv the uuuhlllml Jonal instl » Tap the potential Reforming
redenthoss pressure of campus place: students sooept " with ind « 't just about

ments has turned education into a rt
o, where high poy g offers and
Phacement percentiges eclipse perso-
owth and woll bedng.

with thelr Jong-term goaks, driven by

ustrios toalign curr e ula w ull murket

b
Inforest
> titutional incentives Colleges.

noeds. Inter
o s opportunithes for oxploration
rither than mere

ensing student stross. It's also about
croating o systerm that values human
potential over numbers. Institutions

ployers must work together to

\Mlln)mn'lu-lu) of mindfulness
and cancentration, we csn look
dooply mnd discover the roots of
Iidoas, foedings, emotions wwd de-
whres - Insight that can belp us
relense the object in our minds.

ey you have an ddon about what
o yous By ‘The ice
1ts roots in you and your envir
anment. The idea tells you what
conditions you neod (o be happy
You've entertained the idea for
100 20 yoars, and now you reall
s thist your kea of happiness Is
aking you suffer. There may be
anelement of delusion, anger or
craving in it

O theother hund, you know
that you heve moments of Jox
relesase or troe love, Yo recogn
o these s moments of real hap
phnvess, When you have had i mo-
mentof real happiness, it bocom
e oasler o redoase objocts of your
crnving beciuise you are develop
Ing the insight thit these objects
WAL Dot mudoe you happy Fear bs
anelement that prevents us from
Jotting go. Wo're fosrful that if we
Jot go, we'll have nothing else to
cling to. Letting go bs a practioe;
it'sanart

B&W Cows?

Before the Unlon budget, a
roportior froe a national rews:
paper wis sent toa village to
Interview a farmer
Reporter: How much miltk
doos your cow produce”
Farmer: Which one? The
black cow or the white cow?
Reportor: The back one.

t 2 1itros peor doy
Reporter: And the white ane®

Farmer:2

According toa 2022 survey by the focus on maximising placenment sty Joboffers, Programmes Hke the Pra deslgn a placement ecosystem that they sleep?
National Institute of Mental Hoalth tisties toclimb rankings, sidelining dhan Mantrd InternshipSchome, whi- — nurtures crostivity, resilionce and Purmer:
and Newroschenoe nearly  quest bout st isfaction chalms tocreate Lor internships over  Jong term sucoess. The black
L ! and I five yoars, can play a pivotal role In d aneorthe
dunnulheplmv-uwnl soason. [IMsand — » Employer ¢ ges Companies ucing h [ thdread but with whiteone?
1IMs are not lmmune. Placements o difficultios in oty bng and ormalise alternativecareers  condidence, equipped to tackbe chal Reportor: The back one.
Theve bocome less about matching mmmunmk-m nulm-hlun prossure P P o crentive eng P Farmer: In the cowshed.
talont with il imoee A arts, stixde okl foel emp s Why panios welk poi
about chasing sky high salarkes to n ult T P arens. 0 As ot only skilled but Farmer: Also in the cowshed
boost Institutional rnkings. This flawed s student ¥ {1t th thedr values. And Reporter: Your cows ook e

A M, student; well Irlnu J 1l ithways b o whete soclety fosters a g althy What do you feed them?
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and Omkareshwar in M have be-
nefited from thelr proximity to In
dore, crowned India's cleanest city for
Soven COneCtive years. Gujar. 100,
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LA haumanity
e plisce. A devout

Wil

mil-r this week, ‘TI'm coming out,’ It could have wumlod
like she was stepping out for a walk in the park. Or it may
have sounded like the usual chit.chat botwoeen colleagues
~‘"Hey, walt, let's go out for a coffee’. But this wasn't either
of that. It was Willlams' first outing outside the ‘tin can’
since arciving at the International Space Station more
than seven momlum. SMandBulauwumnmlnm
ally ‘sshiny
mwsnrllmrupuulo. Bul.thnn well, !Mnudldn t mu-
actly
mﬂkwuumuchdmoulmduemldmm

One can only imagine how Willlams must have felt, swap-
ping the ISS for a bit of overdue outdoor repalr work, all
while soaring 420 km above Turkmenistan, She hasn't ex-
actly described the feeling yot. Butwuupponllwuldhe
llmihrtohmlnltfu.wn when

Except withabit mo-
" lm Junk, and zero chance of bumping into nelghbo-
urs and their small talk, Plus, let's face It, floating welght-
lessly while fixing things must feel slightly more accomp-
lished than an entire day your
WIFL. For Willlams, of course, it could have been just step-
pingout to the balcony.
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Ujain, they all share one dofining
travdt: miblons flock (o them.

For managers of India's 4. 5000dd
cithos and towns, madntiinbng safe
sanitition and a cloan ervironment
romadis a challenge — ot parks, mar
Notphaces, theatrvs, bus torminses and
radl stations. Mohandas Ganedhi ex.
pressed angaish over narrow lanes and
fith duringa visit to Virsnast, More
rvoenthy Narvodrn Modl, while spea.
Kirg about Kedarnath Yotra, referrod
1o the filth encourstered by devoteos.

“Tourism depends on organksed
sanftation, cloaniness and hyglene,
als uunhml--n amenities for safe

todd hoalth bssues. Both Goland the UP

Lack

gradabloalternatives like dona-pattal,
b and non-plastic bags, and fiscl
Titios for returning and recyeling plas
e offervd

s
T

ship by bocal Institutions, management

bodbes, market assoclations and eivil

sochety. Incorpornting & systemathe

Tl thime his come o replicate the
Kumbh model across India's tourist
contres, Inchuding centros of faith,
The task is fiur Joss complex than or
ganising the Mahakumbh. A check-
Thst for nction:

of volunteerism can further
covlorige progress toward these goals.
A promising start ks evident as the
workd's kargost urton cloanliness sur
vey, Swachh Survekshan, underscor
o the Importance of cleanliness and
maintenance in high footfall areas.
1 can

os India mn Joarn from Chile
thnt has installed ghant battery
energy storage systems (HESS),
such i the one near the Coya So-
Tor Park that has o storage cop
acity of 638 MWh and installod
capacity of 130 MW, sufficiont to
supply five howrs of green ener
Y 10100,000 hotes. In contrast,
India's largost such facility in
e h

» Adeq
acoessible, clean and safe tollets.
» Roliable access to cloan drinking

soumlessly gukde future planning for
cheantiness at India's towrist and pil

water lont water klosks,
» Abuncant sogrogated litter bins ot

Koy locations, supported by extensive
promotion of anth-littering measures

wrimage

The tortter i former DG,
Swachh Mharnt Mission

-
acity of just 120 MWh. Gol
partner Tesla to instal BESSos
and significantly upgrade In.
dia's power infrastructure.
Chander Shekhar Dogra
Jaltardhar
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nita Devi, 48, barely eats two meals a
day. Her leaky roofed two-bedroom
house in Sihorwa village in Uttar Pra-

desh's Gorakhpur district requires ur-
gent repair. But she cannot stop thinking about
her 22.year-old son Vishal Sahani, who left for Li-
bya in June 2023, for what appeared to be a well-
paying job at the Libyan Cement Company in
Benghazi, the war-torn North African country’s
second largest city.

“I think of him all the time, On the phone,
when he tells me he often goes hungry, my heart
sinks,” Devi says, her eyes welling up, as she
looks forlornly onto the dirt road that leads to the
village from her house.

Two of Devi’s family members are at the facto-
ry in Benghazi, “one of the largest cement pro-
duction companies in Libya” founded in 1968
with a total production capacity of 2.9 million
tons, says the company’s website. The Sahanis
are among 16 Indian men, 13 of whom are from
the Gorakhpur district. They have been at the
factory for times ranging between one and five
years. The other three are from western Bihar,

Their stories are starkly similar: rural distress,
poverty, and joblessness leading them to traps
laid out by a wide network of fake employment
agents working across the region who prey on

the of such

pro-
mising them lucrative jobs largely in West Asia
and North Africa.

With prison-like conditions, work hours that
stretch to 16-hour days, and odd and unsche-
duled shifts, their passports are confiscated on
arrival in the guise of ‘updating their visa status’,
For the past four months, these men have been
without work or wages, following a confrontation
with their ‘contractor’ Abu Bakkr, a Libyan na-
tional, over unscheduled shifts and extra work
hours.

Two of the men say Bakkr facilitated their tra-
vel from Dubai to Benghazi. Bakkr had obtained
tourist visas and not work permits, which could
have allowed them legal status in Libya, but such
permits are expensive, says Vijay Sahani, 31. His
younger brother, Rajkumar, 28, had travelled to
work at the cement factory in 2022. Rajkumar
had suggested Vishal join him.

Responsibility and limited choices

Devi's family belongs to the Nishad community in
U.P. They are categorised as Other Backward
Classes but have been demanding that they be
identified as a Scheduled Caste. This demand
was supported by former Chief Minister and Sa-
majwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav but was
stalled by the courts.

The Sahanis are marginal farmers who own
just half an acre of land that hardly fetches them
15,000 a month. "It does not even support our
basic needs. Vishal's father has an alcohol pro-
blem,” says Devi, as she explains the reasons that
forced her son to seek greener pastures.

Vishal dropped out of school after Class 10 and
began working on the family farm. In Uttar Pra-
desh, traditionally, sons must finance their sis-
ters' weddings, and as Devi's only son, he began
to feel the pressure of getting his third sister mar-
ried. He is one of five children.

“We are forced to take loans from local money-
lenders for marrlams or health issues at high i in-
terest rates, as has become
able,” Devi says.

In eastern U.P.s villages, local moneylenders
charge anywhere between 5% and 10% a month
on the principal. They generally lend without
documentation or a paper trail, exploiting the
vulnerabilities of impoverished rural families,
The enticement of earning 40,000 a month was
enough for Vishal to travel 6,000 kilometres west
to a country he knew nothing about.

The extended Sahani family is in deep finan-
clal crisis. “We took a loan of more than 80,000
from a moneylender at 10% monthly interest to
finance Rajkumar’s travel. Now it seems like a
debt trap with our lives at stake,” says Vijay.

He adds that an acquaintance - Raju Chou-
han, from neighbouring Deoria district - who
had worked in Libya for 12 years and is among
those at the cement factory, “facilitated the travel
and the job opportunity,” says Vijay, who himself
worked for four years in Dubai as an iron welder

The maybe-escape
from Benghazi

Indian workers, most of them youth from Uttar Pradesh, say they are being held in prison-like
conditions in Benghazi, Libya, lured there by fake recruitment agents. Their families point to cycles
of debt and poverty at home, and the hope of economic mobility abroad as reasons for stepping

into the unknown, find Mayank Kumar and Kunal Shankar

I'was able to
construct a
‘pucca’
house of
WO rooms
and finance
my sister’s
wedding
withmy
savings from
the five
years | spent
in Dubai

VIJAY SAHANI
Rrothes of
Rafkumar, who's
trapped i Libya

and foreman before the COVID-19 pandemic.

Vijay says thousands of unemployed youths
from low-income families of the region who lack
skilled training or graduate degrees, work as wel-
ders, plasterers, ceramic tilers, foremen, mine
workers, drivers and more, in factories and in-
dustries in West Asia and North Africa, or WANA,

“I was able to construct a ‘pucca’ house of two
rooms and finance my sister’s wedding with my
savings from the five years | spent in Dubai,” says
Vijay, explaining how such stints in WANA coun-
tries help low-income families. He says the family
received between ¥35,000-¥40,000 from his
brother Rajkumar every two months “for a major
part of the period” since January 2023,

The unemployment challenge

U.P, a State of roughly 240 million people with a
per capita income of ¥70,792 measured in terms
of Per Capita Net State Domestic Product (NSDP)
in 202122 according to the Government of In-
dia’s reply in the Rajya Sabha, is three times low-
er than ds 1 States like Maharashtra with
2,15,233, in the same period.

While the latest available annual Periodic La-
bour Force Survey (PLFS) report cumplled by the
Ministry of Statistics and I
tation estimates U.P’s unemployment rate (UR)
at 2.4% in 202223, critics have questioned its
methodology. They say it includes data for un-
paid work, which does not accurately capture
the state of unemployment in the country. The
grim picture of unemployment in the State can
be gauged by the fact that more than 43 lakh
youths appeared for 60,244 constable posts in
the police examination in 2024.

The State has wil d a rise in 1

the trap of such agencies and get cheated,” says
Mujahid Husain Khan, president, U.P. chapter of
the Indian Personnel Export Promotion Council,
an association of recruiting agents,

Khan says he has written multiple letters to
U.P. government officials including to the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG), Gorakhpur, in the past
couple of months seeking action against such
fake recruitment agencies. The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA)'s eMigrate portal mentions only
36 registered agencies/recruiting agents that pro-
mote ‘safe and legal migration’ in the Gorakhpur
Administrative Region consisting of four districts

in eastern U.P,

While the eMi
grate portal men-
tions only 22 regis-

1 think of him all the
time. On the phone,
when he tells me he

tered agencies in
Gorakhpur  district
often goes hungry,
my heart sinks

alone, when The

Hindu visited the

Singhariya locality

near Gorakhpur's
ANITA DEVI All India Institute of
Mather af Vishal Sahani, Medical  Sciences,
Gorakhgur districe there were at least
two dozen training
and testing centres that promise to facilitate jobs
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates. Their charges
range between 0,000 and 2 lakh, depending
on the nature of work and salary structure. The
staff at the centres say engineers and foremen
will be called for an interview this month. They
Lhd not disclose any information about their re-

recruitment agencies, many of them in the Go-
rakhpur region, attracting overseas job seekers
through manipulative, and often fake advertise-
ments. “People from low-income families fall in

status or details of the prospective em-
ployers.

Rajesh Mani, the director of Manav Seva Sans-
than, a Gorakhpur-based non-profit that works
on socio-economic development, has been peti-

Mlu Devi {far left), mother of v|sha| Sahani, with Vishal's
cousin Way Sahani and his aunt Anita, in Sihorwa village of
U.P’s Gorakhpur district. Vijay and Anita are the brother and
the mother of Rajkumar Sahani, who Is also stranded with
Vishal in Libya; (above) youth working in a field in the
village; (below) Ramesh and Vikash Vishwakarma, the
father and the brother of Mithilesh, who is stuck in
Benghazi, Libya, SIDEEP SAXENA

tioning the MEA seeking the government’s inter-
vention to extradite the 16 men in Benghazi. But
he says aside from assurances that he received for
his initial letter dated October 19, he hasn't seen
any action.,

During his weekly briefing on December 20,
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal had acknow-
ledged the problem, saying, “We reached out to
our workers through our community there.” The
Indian Embassy in Tripoli, which was reopened
in late July 2024 after being shut for hw years, is

“closely following™ the situation, he had said.

In the past four months, the lndun workers
have been supported by their Bangladeshi coun-
terparts at the cement factory. They have been
buying them groceries and food, the money for
which has been repatriated to their families back
in Bangladesh through the Indian workers’ rela-
tives in Dubai, says Mithilesh Vishwakarma,
another worker from Gorakhpur who travelled 1o
Benghazi in September last year.

“I have also sent 240,000 to my son, but he is
in serious trouble, and we want him back,” says
Ramesh Chandra Vishwakarma, 26year-old
Mithilesh's father, who is also from Sihorwa, the
same village as Vishal and Rajkumar Sahani.

Ramesh recalls how his son - an athlete —
wanted to join the police force after he graduated
with a BSc degree. But the family's debts of more
than ¥ lakh spent on Mithilesh's younger sister's
wedding led him to look for better-paying jobs
abroad. “We used to receive 232,000 a month in
our account, which helped us pay off 22.5 lakh
that we had borrowed from the money lender at
6% monthly interest rate,” Ramesh says

He is a welder — one of the lmhlmmd occupa-
tions of the Vishwakarma caste - and runs his
shop from home. The family owns half an acre of
land and earns about 5,000 during peak har-
vest season from it. Ramesh is a Bharatiya Janata
Party booth-level president. He says he took the
matter to his local MP and Union Minister of State
for Rural Development Kamlesh Paswan, who
took cognisance of the matter and in turn wrote
to the Minister of External Affairs, S. Jaishankar,

Fragmented landholdings, a collapse of agri-
culture, the lack of awareness of global events,
and the paucity of skilled education avenues have
led the men of this region to pursue work abroad.
Gorakhpur’s Gross District Domestic Product at
constant price in the financial year 202021 was
less than one-fourth of Gautam Buddha Nagar
district, which abuts neighbouring Delhi.

Waiting for an escape

Mani, from Manav Seva Sansthan, says Indians
from eastern U.P. and western Bihar who tra-
velled for work led by similar fake recruitment
agents have been rescued from other war-torn
African countries like Somalia. He also gives ex-
amples of dozens of workers being brought back
from the Gulf and other countries with his organ-
isation playing a key role.

Lalit Mohan Prajapati, from Dhanni Patti vil-
lage of Kushinagar district, is one of two evacuat-
ed from Somalia in October 2023. "An acquain-
tance took me along with him through a
Mumbai-based agent, who promised us better
wages at a metal bar making factory in Somalia,”
says Prajapati, who spent almost a year between
20222023 in the war-torn country.

Recollecting his ordeal, he says that cooped up
in the factory premises, he had no idea of his
whereabouts, “Outside the factory there was fir-
ing every week, while inside, there was no work
and no wages," Prajapati says. He was not aware
of the protracted internecine wars in Somalia
and went there lured by the prospect of being
able to save and repatriate 50,000 every month.

In October last year, U.P. law enforcement
authorities sent out circulars to field staff asking
them to act against unauthorised recruitment
agents. They were to ensure that those who are

i follow p s like ob enrol-
ment letters from the Protector General of Emi-
grants division within the MEA, and to adhere to
the rules specified in The Emigration Act, 1983.

Meanwhile, following The Hindu's reporting,
the 16 workers were shifted out of the cement fac-
tory on New Year's Eve, to two rooms in the back-
yard of Bakkr's house. “At first, we were told it's
for a medical check-up. We were hustled into two
buses with all our belongings, and they brought
us here,” says Mithilesh over the phone.

The Indian Embassy in Tripoli has assured the

workers of a return “within weeks”. The Libyan
aulhnmles have promised safety, food, and wa-
ter. Mansoor, a ident Indian so-
cial worker, has been following up on the work-
ers. “She told us the documentation to enable us
to leave has been done, and that only buying the
tickets is taking time," Mithilesh says. In response
to a question from The Hindu, the MEA reiterated
their December 20 response and said that India is
currently working with Libyan authorities to pro-
cess ‘exit cards’ for the workers, which would en-
able their repatriation. However, they did not
give a definite timeline on when the repatriation
will take place.

Anx
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Inflation matrix

December's price rise numbers
do not ring in enough relief

n the final inflation print before the Union
l Budget for 2025.26 is presented, followed by

the first review of the monetary policy led
by the new Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) in early February, the price rise faced by In-
dian consumers eased to 5.22% in b

India’s real growth rate and the forecast

he First Advance Estimates (FAE) of
National Accounts for 2024-25 show a
real GDP growth of 6.4% and a nominal
GDP growth of 9.7%. These nu
have fallen short of the Reserve Bank of India’s
revised growth estimate of 6.6% for real GDP, as
in its December 2024 monetary policy statement
and 10.5% for nominal GDP growth as in the
202425 Union Budget presented in July 2024,
The annual growth of 6, 4% can be seen as
consisting of 6% growth in the first half and 6.7%
growth in the second h-l! There s, thus, a clear

Although a four-month low, this still marked only
a mild decline from November's 5.5% uptick in
the Consumer Price Index ((:Pl). and was largely
driven by a sequential easing in food prices. Food
inflation moderated from over 9% in the previous
month to 8.4% last month, and though inflation
in vegetables cooled from 29,3% to 26.6%, it still
[ I 1 Ids still forked
outalot meMermelhtMlMdelwu
ago ~ it must be recalled that overall inflation was
5.7% and food price rise, over 9.5% in December
2023, While prices of some food items, including
vegetables, are seen cooling further this month,
those of a few critical ingredients have started
spiking, including of edible ofls, that rose at a 33-
month pace of 14.6% in December, Eggs,
meat and also saw inflation accelerating kst
month along with the relatively Imllo
(up 68.2%). Moreover, inflation in pric
es has gained pace, signalling that there is room
for higher costs to be passed on to consumers for
food items as well as manufactured products.
The government and industry want the RBI to

over the Q2 growth of
5A%, The sharp fall in 202425 annual GDP
growth from that of the previous year at 8.2% is
seen only in the case of GDP. With respect to

Gross Value Added (GVA), this difference,
between 7.2% and 64%, is much less, On the GVA
side, it was the ma ng sector which
suffered a sharp fall in sectoral growth from 9.9%
in 2023:24 to 5.3% in 2024-25.

Growth for 202526
The Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate at
constant prices has ranged between 33,3% and
33,5% during 202122 to 2024-25. Thus, it appears
to have stabilised around 33.4%. It is expected to
continue at this level in 202526, The average
Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) has been
marginally higher than 5 in recent years.
Assuming ICOR to be 5.1 in 202526, we
consider a 6.5% real GDP growth to be realistic,
‘There may not be much change in the global
economy even though Donald Trump's
assumption of office may create more
uncertainty. India will have to largely depend on

cut interest rates to
and fading growth Impulu- by looking thu‘h
“volatile' inflation. But even industry cap-
taing admit that just keeping food prkn out of
the interest rates and growth-inflation by

demand,

In particular, the Government of India has to
ensure that there is no relaxation in its
investment expenditure. In fact, the slightly lower

G Rangarajan

I former Chairman,
Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory
Councll, and former
Governor, Reserve
Bank of India

growth in 2024-25 is largely linked to the
slowdown in the Government of India’s
investment growth which has remained negative
At ()12.3% even after eight months into the fiscal

year,
With a lower nominal GDP growth in 2024-25
of 9.7% as compared to the budgeted nominal
GDP growth of 10.5%, the budgeted Gross Tax
Revenue (GTR) of €38.4 lakh crore may not be
realised if the budgeted buoyancy of 1,03 is
maintained. As per Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) data, GTR growth for the first
elght months was 10.7%, If this growth is
maintained for the remaining months also, the
realised would be about L1, which is
higher than the budgeted buoyancy. In such a
case, tax revenue shortfall will be minimal. In
other words, any revenue constraint or likely
pressure on fiscal deficit would not constrain the
government's ability to achieve its capital

should be designed to accelerate private
Investment as well,

Medium- to long-term growth prospects
Over a period of next five years, the best that
India may hope for is a steady real GDP growth
rate of 6,5%. This is in line with the International
Monetary Fund's real GDP growth projection for
the Indian economy, as in its October 2024
release, which is at 6.5% over the period 202526
0 2029-30. This real GDP growth mbe
accompanied by an implicit price tor
(IPD)-based inflation of about 4% which can give a
nominal GDP growth in the range of 10,5%11%, In
years in which global conditions improve and the
contribution of net exports to GDP growth
becomes significant, real GDP growth may touch
even 7%, If a real growth of around 6.5% and a
nominal growth in the range of 10.5%1% are
maintained over the long run with an average

expenditure tanget of T11 lakh crore, exchange rate fation of 2.5% per annum,
:.’:'”’s“"’m:r:“"' India should be able to reach a per capita GDP
b "umd Reason for the dip level consistent with a country status
Marioe, Aavecry However, after the first eight months, the level of | in the next two and half decades. But the task is
Councll to the the Government of India's capital expenditure not going to be easy. It will be hard to grow at
Sixteenth Finance has remained limited to 5,14 lakh crore, that is 6.5% as the base keeps on inc: In fact, in
Commission 46.2% of the Budget target. In the remaining four | the earlier years, the growth rate will have to be
months, the Government of India’s capital higher. But, at present, the potential rate of
expenditure may be accelerated, It may still fall growth appears to be 6.5%. However, it can
well short of the target. This has been the main change.
reason for the dip in overall real GDP growth in In the light of a potential growth rate of 6.5%,
2024-25, hendlhvmnﬂ“of&“lnzouﬁdmk!mh
Over the next de forward in 202526, the G of das di In fact, the
five years, the India will have to continue to rely on an achievement of 8.2% in 202324 should be
best that India accelerated capital expenditure growth which considered as a flash in the pan. The current
= oo i 1 can be kept at uIMondlenviud year's growth rate of 6.4% as in the first advance
Sy ope K for 2024-25. should be seen in the context of India’s
a steady real capital expenditures can have a o st effect growth rate.
GDP growth on private investment. The size and the pattern of
rate of 65% i diture of the The views expressed are persomal

act will not sutfice, Moreover, even if the weight-

upkxfond in the CP1is reduced in llnawhhthe
relulb.ioodpdmmwthnnmd;fhn

on the di hold md
their inflation expccuﬂm- lnﬂulun may

erage 4.5% through January to March, as Bl
expects, but the central bank that has committed
to await a durable alignment to its 4% goal before
slashing rates, has a dificult call to make in Fe-
bruary. Tangible measures, if any, o ease price
pressures in the Budget, along with some visibil

ity on the Centre's fiscal glide path, could help tip
the scales for a rate cut cycle to begin soon, if not
next month. There are i few new imponderables
that have compounded the trade-off matrix for
policymakers in North Block as well as Mint
Street — the swift unravelling of the rupee vis-a-vis
the dollar in recent weeks which raises the risk of
importing inflation, among other collateral ef-
fects, especially as global ofl prices have resurged
to multi-month . A very nuanced approach
is Imperative to avoid fresh missteps,

The deciphering of the Indus script
should not be clouded olitics

he recent announcement by Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, of a $t-million

prize scheme for deciphering the script
of the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC), seems to
have revived popular interest in the subject,
which remains a puzzle to archacologists, histor-
fans and linguists, His invitation for further re-
search was made in the context of the centenary
celebration of the IVC discovery, which was pu-
blished by then chief of the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India , John Marshall, in September 1924,
Spread across 1.5 million square kilometres in the
territories of modern-day India, Pakistan, and Af-
ghanistan during the Bronze Age (30001500
BCE), the IVC, also known as Harappan Civilisa-
tion, was regarded as complex as the better-
known civilisations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and
China, The Indus civilisation was essentially ur-
ban. Even though there has been a large number
of objects and materials of archacological value
in syl of the IVC, the decipherment of seals
and tablets has not been to the satisfaction of all,
About 20 years ago, a group of western scholars
had argued that writing was not a necessity of an-
clent urban settlements, not even those as mas-
sive as those of the Harappans, and that *a hand-
ful of unknown s 5" could no longer be
cliimed as evidence of writing. Since then, there
has been an excha dlchdlrlyview:ﬁx-nd
against the theory of the Indus civil

The multiple layers of the Gaza ceasefire

ust days before the swe: in of United

States President-elect Donald Trump, and a

few hours before o President Joe
Biden gave his final address to the American

people on January 15, 2025, Israel and Hamas
announced that the long-elusive ceasefire
agreement over Gaza had been struck. The state
of Qatar, long stuck in between as a mediator,
said the deal was to take effect from January 19,
2025, a day before Mr. Trump takes charge. An
exchange of Israeli hostages and Palestinian

Kabir Tancla

Is Deputy Director and
Fellow, Strategic
Studies Programme,
Observer Research

reigning in Isracl's military posturing. It bs in all
likeliness not a coincidence that the Israeli
leadership agreed to the deal ~ which, in parallel
with Hamas, it has scuttled many times - to send
mqeofplnnerdllpmd resolve to Mr,

WhyMr Netanyahu would go out of the way to
court Mr. Trump, even after the Israeli leader was
invited by the Republicans to address a joint
session of Congress in July 2024, s a question
that has a simple answer, Mr. Trump prioritises

prisoners is at the centre of this

The deck and the cards

The news of the agreement saw Palestinians in
Gaza take to the streets in celebration, having
faced death and destruction at the hands of the
Isrueli military whose response to the October 7,
2023 terror attack went on for over 15 months
even as political deadlocks continued. Ina
statement, Hamas has hited that the
movement “dealt with all responsibility and
positivity, based on its responsibility towards our
patient and steadfast people in the honorable
Gaza strip, by stopping the Zionist aggression
against them and putting an end to the massacres
and war of genocide to which they are being
subjected”.

In Washington DC, Mr. Trump and Mr, Biden
reportedly worked in unison to deliver the deal
even as both tried to lap up the credit. For Mr.
Trump, who previously demanded that such a
deal be mched before hll pruldem:y this was a

y over policy. Agreeing to this deal with
Hamas is offering Mr. Trump a victory at
potentially big domestic costs for Mr, Netanyahu,
For long, Mr. Netanyahu has maintained that only
a complete victory over Hamas is acceptable.
With this deal, he becomes an Iseaeli Prime
Minister who has cut a political settlement with

available for lasting peace,

The prevailing situation of this status quo,
despite the ceasefire, can be leveraged r.
Netanyahu in case Hamas resumes attacks against
Israeli territories and populations, In such a
situation, Mr. Netanyahu will be able to approach
Mr. Trump from a vantage point, having agreed to
the Hamas deal. A return to retaliatory tactics at
this juncture will in all likeliness come with the
full support of Mr, Trump, manoeuvring the
Israeli position back to one of strength - like one
it enjoyed under Mr. Biden. Previously, Mr.
Trump has publicly stated that there would be
“hell to pay’ for Hamas if Israeli hostages, which +
includes American citizens, are not released.

Gaza and its rebuilding
Beyond the political intricacies of lhh ceueﬁre

the arch foe, but without a compl
of Hamas,

On Hamas and Isracl
Thnkmmhlhnlmmnndlkoﬂubolhh
in Lebanon have had their i

the most
mﬁbemmormuul-uwmemnmcm
a8 food and medical shortages surpassed
criticality a long time ago. Beyond the aid front,
the rebuilding of Gaza may yet be a premature
i until itical {

are d within the P fold, This is

over the past year after
operations conducted by Israel,

Simultaneously, mls Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has said that
assessments show that Hamas has recruited as
many new militants as it has lost, The lack of a
political track acting as insurance for the ceasefire
remains a concern. Hamas s expected to
continue to be in control of Gaza in the time to

strength as promised in hls electl
For Mr. Biden, It s an attempt to salvage legacy.
‘The joker in this geopolitical deck is Israel's
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Amidst
misplaced perceptions that Mr. Trump woukl
allow Mr. Netanyahu a longer leash to continue
his military operations in Gaza unabated, opinion
prevailed that anyone but Mr. Biden would be
good for both stemming the ongoing conflicts and

where the Arab powers have an opportunity to
exert influence, and seek a remoulding, a
udnpim md a revitalisation of the Palestinian
hori J:ll politics as a
core mkeholder for a challenging future, where
the much sought-after two-state solution remains
a distant reality.
Finally, the international community must also

Desplte the cum a5 barely any movements have taken hce play its role to push for the sustainability of this
Ph tics in a way deal. The future of West Asian prosperity, newer
the International lhe gmup can be brought undtf a wider Illd geo-economic architectures such as the
community more mainstream Palestinian-led political India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, a
must play its ecosystem, " of the anlin. and
role by pushing Hamas, by itself, will remain steadfast in its even the radlulhm ul al Saudi Arabia-lsracl
ideology against Israehli security and hinges on this
for the whlh ‘Hamas and Israel to remain on the Anheend of the day, the
sustainability of same page st a two-state solution, despite a of regional fissures by
this deal global push for this being the only viable option reglonal powers will determine all outcomes,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

highly literate society. It is against this context
that Mr. Stalin's announcement needs to be seen,
‘There is also a school of thought that there was a
seript which was  “proto-Dravidian”, “non-
Aryan” and “pre-Aryan”. This could be a reason
why a southern State, Tamil Nadu, has made the
offer, The State government has also supported a
study on Indus signs and graffiti marks of Tamil
Nadu as part of a t of the documentation
and the digitisation of gratfiti and Tamili (Tamil-
Brihmi)inscribed potsherds of Tamil Nadu,

hers face certain chall while re-
solving the Indus riddle. There bs a complaint that
the entire database regarding the seals has not
yet been made available in the public domain,
While allowing free access to these resources,
central and State authorities should ensure that
context for them Is also provided. More impor-
tantly, studies should be carried out without any
interference. The likelihood of the proposed stu-
dy’s findings going against the established and
particular narrative should not be allowed to
cloud intellectual pursuit, There is also scope for
well-coordinated work among South Asian coun-
tries, including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Afghanistan, to unravel the mystery, But if
political differences are permitted to adversely
impact the execution of any such study, the
world, and India, will be much the poarer for it.

K - »

Disbanded of allotting vast acreage of format has been replaced
Expectedly, on the eve of land for this purpose, A by the instant gratification
Donald Trump assuming the | more viable option would offered by T20 cricket. Also,
presidentship of the United be to set up an institute for the influx of foreign players
Sul!!. high profile economic research in Dr, in the Indian Premier

s Research has Singh's name or have a League and the
lnnounud its closure (Page | museum, a library or a park | overwhelming attention
1, January 17). The short which would be of much given to it have
seller’s abrupt downing of greater benefit to the overshadowed the value
its shutters is undeniably a people as well as be a more | and the importance of
blessing in disguise for the befitting memorial for a Indian domestic cricket.
Adani conglomerate, which great leader, R
was rocked by its startling P.J. Thomas, Chennal
revelations. One can make a | Vazhapally, Kottayam, Kerala
safe guess that the The debate on whether
high-pitched calls by the The effect Is visible exposure to T20 cricket has
Opposition parties in India, There is little doubt that the | an impact on the

particularly the Congress

emphasis in T20 cricket, on

performance of Indian

(Inside pages, January 17), ‘power hitting' and batters in the longer
for a probe of the Group by aggressive stroke play, has versions of the game has
a Joint Parliamentary the skills of indian been raging for quite some
Committee will fade away batters in matches or series | time. And, if statistics are
sooner than later, where it calls for one’s any indication, the effect is
V. Johan to stand up plainly visible. As far as
Chennal and carry the day with batters are concerned, they
sound technique (Opinion should possess different

Memorial and page - 'Parley’, January 17), | mindsets for T20, which is
It is silly that the While India's dominance in nothing but slam-bang
controversy regarding a limited-overs formats cricket. In Test cricket, the
suitable for its p batters have to concentrate
former Prime Minister in Test cricket has been more on defensive

Singh This shift techniques, as longevity at
(Inside pages, January 17). raises the important the crease is paramount, It
Itis time to revisit the question whether the is this factor that makes
relevance and the viability passion for the longest someone such as

a @ |

Cheteshwar Pujara an asset
in the five-day game, and
Sanju Samson and Tilak
Varma perfect choices in
T20 cricket.

CN. Aravind,

Bengalury

Indiia is a huge country and
it may make sense to have
separate cricket coaches for
separate formats, For
example, Gautam Gambhir
is perhaps more suited to
be a T20 (head) coach as
the game here needs a hit
out approach from the very
first ball. Cheteshwar
Pujara, V.S, Laxman and
Rahul Dravid may be more
suited as Test match
coaches as the game here
needs more of a defensive
approach and staying at the
crease, ODIs {with 50 overs)
need both a defensive and
hit out approach, Virender
may be more suited
as an ODI coach. It would
be ideal to have three
separate teams for the three
different formats so as not
to mix up batting styles.
PV, Madhu Nivriti,
Secunderabad

Deadly event the fact that today's
The report in this daily, “Six [ jallikattu is a blood sport,
persons die in jallikattu and | The humane treatment of

other bull-related sports in
TN." (January 17),
highlights the urgent need
to ban ‘Jallikattu’, a savage
sport and an annual event
during Pongal festivities.
How this abhorrent and
abominable sport attracts
youth participation is
unfortunate, One wonders
how the Chief Minister and
the Deputy Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu continue their
stoic silence, Readers must
Join hands to ask the Chief
Minister to end this ‘sport’
once and for all,

Manl Nataraajan,

The disturbing picture in the
report, of a group of people
trying to tame a bull, is
nothing short of torture and
violence inflicted on a lone
animal. Ancient Tamil
literature describes
jaliikattu only as 'fm

bulls has been described in
classical Tamil literature.
Kangayam R, Narasimhan,

Itis painful to note both
man and animal
experiencing trauma for the
sake of some cash awards
for the winners, There is
cruelty to animals and
grave danger for many
Innocent people,

A, Rangarajan,

Chennal

“Lit for Life'

Literature has the power to
inspire, challenge and
transform lives and it is
wonderful that The Hindu
‘Lit for Life), a festival for the
exchange of ideas, stories,
and creativity, begins in a
few hours, Many of us look
forward to celebrating the
magic of words in Chennai.
.5, Karthik,

Chennal

the bull') without causing
the animal any harm or
pain. There is no gainsaying

Letters emalled to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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be shifted out of the forested area. The families h

% % .
As many as 16 families settled in Saragodu Reserve Forest in e are

Tale of two villages
deep within forests

January 10 was a special day for 16 families living within the Saragodu Reserve Forest area in Chikkamagaluru
district as they were on that day allotted land to finally move out of their original habitation where dealing
with wild animals is an everyday ordeal. But people of Bidarathala, who face similar problems in the same
district, have a longer wait, writes Sathish G.T.

even-year-old Anagha of Byrigadde vil-

lage studies in class 2 at the Government

Primary School, Kundur, about three ki-

lometres from her place deep in the Sara-
godu Reserve Forest of Mudigere taluk in Chikka-
magaluru  district.  Every day, her father,
Narayana, drops her off and picks her up from
school. Narayana rides his bike in the uneven for-
est terrain, keeping his eyes and ears alert for any
wild animal’s sudden appearance.

A few days ago, Narayana was busy at the brick
kiln where he works, Anagha's mother had the
responsibility of dropping her off at school. They
had just walked a few yards from their house
when they found a wild tusker right in the middle
of their path. “The elephant was only a few feet
away from us. We managed to run back home.
The elephant remained there for a while, forcing
us to stay indoors, And that day, I missed my
school,” said Anagha.

For the girl and other residents of the locality,
encountering a wild animal is not unusual. Her
grandmother, Bhagirathi, said, “We spot them
regularly around our place, Over the years, the
number of people living around here has come
down while the number of wikd animals has in-
creased.”

She has lived in Byrigadde for more than 60
years but has never had the luxury of good roads
or electricity supply. Her son, Narayana, 52, cultiv-
ates a couple of acres of land that was never regis-
tered in his name and works at a kiln to augment
his income.

Ready to move out

This family of four is one of 16 families scheduled
to be shifted out of the Saragodu Reserve Forest
area, On October 28, 2024, the Karnataka Cabinet
cleared the proposal to rehabilitate the families
in Saragodu Reserve Forest and gave consent to
shift them to Haduoni village in Balur hobli of Mu-
digere taluk. The Chikkamagaluru district admi-
nistration has identified 33 acres and 24 guntas of
land for rehabilitation. Each family will get two
acres of land for cultivation and four guntas each
to construct a house.

Saragodu Reserve Forest, spread over 3,690
hectares, was notified in 1904. However, many fa-
milies have lived within this reserved area over the
years, Following the directions of the Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC), which oversees the
implementation of the Supreme Court’s orders re-
garding forests, the Forest Department identified
the families within the reserve forest for reloca-
tion.

“The department relocated 148 families in
2006, However, these 16 families were left out, as
they had been staying there since before 1978,
Considering them as traditional forest dwellers,
they were not included in the rehabilitation pack-
age back then," said N. Ramesh Babu, Deputy
Conservator of Forests of Chikkamagaluru
division,

The families, including those from Other Back-
ward Classes and Dalits, urged the government to
relocate them as living in the forest was highly
challenging, including sending their children to
school. Sumithramma, who also stayed at Byri-
gadde, has three children, Her eldest son gave up
his studies soon after the government gave him a
bicycle in class 8.

“At that age, for him, a bicycle was more impor-
tant than education. He stopped going to schoal

- »

We have to
cross the
fencing to
reach the
nearest
shop, which
Is about
Akmaway.
Most of us
have
suffered
clectrie
shock while
crossing the
sokar
fencing.

RAJESH,
Mesldent of
Maatatiubibars

The road connecting the residents of Bidathala near Kottigehara In

from the day he got the bicycle. Now, he works as
an agricultural labourer. However, my two other
children studied well as | sent them to hostels at a
young age,” Sumithramma said.,

The Karnataka government introduced a bicy-
cle distribution scheme in 2006-07 to encourage
children in rural areas to continue their studies,
However, in this case, it worked quite the opposite
way.

Solar tentacles

The families’ woes grew when the Forest Depart-
ment put up tentacle solar fencing to stop wild
elephants from entering human habitats, The de-
partment kaid the solar fencing for about 24 km,
“We have to cross the fencing to reach the nearest
shop, which is about three kilometres away. Most
of us have suffered electric shock while crossing
the solar fencing. We felt as if we were in a cage,”
said Rajesh, a resident of Mandahulihara, another

S a0 -
ave been living there without proper road:

s A e

P o it A gher
e e

Saragodu Reserve Forest, spread over 3,690 hectares, was
natified in 1904, However, many families have lived within
this reserved area over the years, SATHISH G

On October 28, 2024, the State Cabinet cleared the
proposal to rehabilitate the famibies in Saragodu Reserve
Forest. SATHISH G,

[¥ i inC u, identified land
at Haduoni for rehabilitation. In fact, the Revenue
Department had recovered land that had been en-

village within the reserve forest, He works as a
writer in a private coffee estate at Merasanige,
where his job is to look after the estate and man-
age the labour,

Now, they are all ready to leave their places for
a better life at Haduoni. They thank the officers
and elected representatives, including MLA Naya-
na Mottamma, for their efforts in getting the pro-
posal for rehabilitation approved by the Cabinet,

H.D. Rajesh, a KAS officer who was Assistant

-

Mudigere is in very bad condition, Only vehicles with four-wheel drive can
20 on It The villagers are seeking rehabilitation. saTis: 6.

The residents of Bidarathala village in Mudigere taluk are seeking
rehabilitation. Due to the frequent movement of wild elephants and other

wild animals, they have not been able to cultivate thelr lands, SATHISH G .

c m:rm by a coffee estate owner. The offic:
ers retained the coffee plants, and the same land is

being allotted to forest dwellers. Locals say district
in-charge secretary Rajender Kataria, Chikkama-
galury DC Meena Nagaraj, and Additional DC Na-
rayanaraddi Kanakaraddi worked hard o get the

P We - thankful o elected atives and
“We are el 1 a
officers for fulfilling our dﬂmm Puttaraju,

65, who lives at Mandahulihara with his family,
Until the Cabinet cleared the proposal, he was not
confident that his family would shift to a new
place one day. “No matter how much money and
effort we have spent to develop the forest land so
far, we are keen on moving to the new place. With
not even minkmum facilities and security, we can-
not live here for long,” said Geetha, Puttaraju's
wie,

Finally, an alternative

Getting the proposal approved by the Cabinet was
not an easy task, according to Mudigere MLA
Nayana Motamma, “These people were left out of
the initial rehabilitation package. But they could
not stay there for long with constant fear of attack
by wind animals,”

The government has assured the families of
land to cultivate and build houses, They are also
expecting a financial package from the Forest De-
partment. Meena Nagaraj said, “We have identi-
fied developed coffee estates, ready for harvest,
for the families, It will help them ﬁnlnchllr." The
Forest Department will provide financial assis-
tance for transportation and other family needs.

The DC and other district officers allotted the
E’Im and sites for houses to the families by picking

ts at Chikkamagaluru on January 10, 2025, The
families chose their plots by picking up chits with
plot numbers. They hope to move to the new
place within a few days, Finally, their days amidst
the thick forest appear to be coming to an end.

Bad road to Bidarathala
While the families in Saragodu Forest have hopes
of moving to a better place soon, the residents at
Bidarathala in Mudigere taluk may have to wait for
longer. The families at Bidarathala (Madhugundi)
village, close to Charmadi Ghat, have been urging
the government to rehabilitate them for man
yeurs, As many as 10 families, all related to e
other, are ready to give up their private land if the
government offers each of them an alternative
land of two acres each to cultivate.

The major reason they want to leave is the lack

By
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of connectivity, Thanks to the restrictions on de-
veloping roads in forest areas, the village road is
hard to walk on, let alone drive a vehicle,

B.R. Sathish, 42, a native of Bidarathala village,
recalled that he lost his father because of the road
in April 2017 because it was impossible to tran-
sport the sick man to a hospital. B.K, Girish, 38,
says that he also lost his father, Krishne Gowda, in
a similar way about 26 years ago, He was a boy of
12 when family members carried his father on a
‘doli’ as no vehicle could reach the village. By the
time they reached the hospital, he was dead, "We
brought the dead body back in the same way for
cremation,” said Girish.

The nearest school is at Kottigehara, about 11
km away. As there is no transport facility to the vil-
lage, only those who were admitted to hostels in
distant places studied. "Altogether, we have eight-
and-a-half acres of land in the village, We grew le-
mongrass, paddy, coffee, areca, and cardamom
for several years, However, for the last eight years,
saf ing crops from wild animals has been
difficult,” said B.R. Nagesh, also a native of Bida-
rathala, who runs a hotel at Kottigehara,

Lemongrass trade

The families remember a time when they earned
well for about 15 years when they grew lemon
grass (Cymbopogon) and extracted its oil. Rajap-
pa, a native of Kerala who came to Bidarathala so-
mewhere in 2003, showed the residents how to
earn by processing lemongrass, The villagers, par-
ticularly the youth, of whom many had no formal
education, picked up the skill. They grew lemon-
grass on their land and extracted oil from the
grass. For that, they invested money and pur-
chased machines required to extract oil. “After
growing lemongrass for 45 days, we cut it and ex-
tracted oil. The maximum amount we got was
1,200 per kilo of oil. Each family produced 25
30 kg of oil every 45 days. That was a good eam-
ing,” recalled Sathish.

However, they stopped growing lemongrass
about eight years ago when the number of wild
elephants in the area increased. "After 2009,
when Charmadi Ghat was closed for road work,
wild animals crossed the highway and entered hu-
man habitat in the locality. They increased in
number gradually. Repeated incidents of crop
damage forced the farmers to give up farming and
look for alternative jobs. A majority of them shift-
ed to Kottigehara and Mudigere in search of jobs,”
said Sanjay Gowda, a resident of Kottigehara,

In 2019, the Chikkamagaluru district witnessed
heavy rains that resulted in landslides. Hundreds
of houses, including those in Bidarathala, were

J 4. The & were kept in temy y
shelters, Later, the administration sanctioned sites
for the rain-affected people at Banakal, about 15
km from Bidarathala. “Now we have sites at Bana-
kal to construct houses, while agricultural land is
still at Bidarathala, Given the road conditions, we
cannot travel regularly. We are expecting the go-
vernment to come to our rescue and provide us
with an alternative land as well," demanded
Sathish,

They want to relocate to build their lives and
earn by cultivating the land, “In our families, there
are seven men, aged between 25 and 43, all un-
married. Our children are not getting proposals
because of the conditions in our village. As there is
no road to the village and no yield from the land,
who will marry our boys?” asked Nagesh. “We are
hoping that life becomes better if we move out of
this place. | have been living here for over 50 years
with no electricity or road,” said Meenakshamma,
70,

The families have brought these issues to the at-
tention of the district administration and the For-
est Department. Ramesh Babu, DCF, said a few
from the village recently met him and requested
rehabilitation.

“We are aware of the problems the villages are
facing. The department will look into the issue
and prepare a proposal. All that they require is
about 20 acres of land for rehabilitation,” the offic-
er noted, Earlier, IAS officer G, Sathyavathi, who
was DC in Chiklkamagaluru, had visited the village
and interacted with the villagers. Both MLA Naya-
na Motamma and DC Meena Nagaraj said they are

to get details of the issue. People of Bidarathala
ope to, one day, move out for a better life as
those in Byrigadde village will soon be able to,
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Afragile pause
. g |
inravaged Gaza
" I ‘he ceasefire agreement formalised between Israel
and Hamas - and brokered by Qatar, Egypt, and
the US - marks a significant point in the conflict
and enables stoppage, however brief, to a 15-month war,
Initial takeaways from the deal, announced by Qatari
Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani,
are largely about the first phase of this aymncm which
startson Sunday. These pertai fire, the
withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza's populated parts,
a phased release of 33 hostages held by Hamas, and in
return, a staggered release of Palestinian pri from
jailsin Israel. The terms for the second and third phases of
the agreement are expected mbeﬁm:edupdlmngmese
42 days. More than 46,000 Palestini dto

COMMENT

OUT OF WORK

Why India’sjob crunch
isonalongerspell

Rising unemployment
underscores the need
for policies that support
skilling, reduce market
barriers

PALASH BARUAH AND D L WANKHAR

2023-24, this figure dropped to 21%.
However, the percentage of women
unemployed for more than two years

inm:nuf substantially, from 10. 7'% in
2020-21t0 16.3% in 2023-24. The rise
in long-term unemployment among
women can be attributed to several
factors. During the pandemic, many
women, particularly those in cungiv
ing roles, were disproportionately

fected by job Iow.'s If‘ndmg to Ion,ger

and long-term unemployment pat-
terns. In 2020-21, this group had the
highest proportion of individuals un-
employed for 1-2 years (25.4%), and
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SPEAKOUT
There hasnotbeenasinglediscussiononany
power-sharing. Whosaid there will be power-
sharing?..Weall are party cadres. People of
Karnataka have given us strength, we have
given 5guarantees, The BJPis
discussingabout us because their
house isindisorder. They want
tocreate fake news...

\ Deputy CM

\

Never believe anything in politics until it has

the ? growing damnd r advanced,

. —
l l challenge that affects individu;

gr:ndm.d Iaho:rrmﬂn gal

"Mlddle
tclogy sl M ged

groups, including gender, age,and the
length of their job search. A compre-
hensive understanding of unemploy-
ment spells - the period during whlch

cd in sectors like reunl haospitality,
and education - may cmmbule w0

their qualifications outdated. Family
responsibilities may also limit their
mnlymwmmnmorrdonu

extended job search times,
since these sectorswere hit hardest by
s -

have been killed since Hamas' October 7 2023 attack on
Israel. ﬂwdnlrmrksapcmdofrﬁvnchruvdmmmd:c
clave towhatis
Iefmfthmr homes in the north.
However, thisis no roadmap to peace. There is ambigu-
ity regarding the terms that would steer the sub

actively seeking employment - is vdral
for effective policymaking, economi

analysis,and workforce planning. m
can be attained by analysing the per-
centage of the population within dis-
tinet timeframes, based on how long
oo Yo | By

phases of the deal, The office of Isracli Prime M comparing data i sods from
Benjamin Netanyahu has con- the NSSO's Periodic Labour Force Sur-
firmed the ag to release vey(PLFS), 2020-21 and 2023-24, the
the hostages but only after de- S PPERPITY (19) Shitieg wesployment pitierne ca
laying a cabinet vote to ratify the doesn't ro\nde us with a clearer picture ol
ceasefire - Hamas was accused of l:bour force participation, cconomic
renegingon partsofthedeal. Fur-  JTHTITEN recovery, and the specific obstacles dif-
thermore, Israeliattackson Gaza ferentd hi

have continued; the Palestini- JLaabltUlI

an Civil Defence estimates that
more than 100 people have been
killed since the announcement
of the ceasefire. Scepticism is a
given because the first such deal
since the beginning of the war,
in November 2023, fellapartina
week. There is greater intent this
time, from the negotiators, to ensure a follow-through to
the first phase of the deal but it is only pragmatic to look at

peace but aid
toGazans and
captives' swap
will be astart

as a critical time for the stakeholders to coordinate the
inflow of humanitarianaid and supplies.

The ceasefire has materialised as a culmination of se-
quential events - Israel’s successful offensives that left Ha-
mas weakened Hezbollah and Iran, and activat-
ed the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria. Inthe US,
Joe Biden and Donald Trump have claimed credit for the
agr While the Biden administration took the lead
in the months-long negotiations, president-elect Trump is
believed to have played a crucial role in fast-tracking what
hecalled the “epic” deal, There isguarded optimism; there
are stgns of mu'emenul hope. However, this pause in

ke the world look from Gaza
which, even if the truce holds, will need extensive interna-

of governance,

Convergence of
glorious contradictions

¢ Maha Kumbh Mela, which commenced in

’I‘hl’m)agm; this week, |sn sy-mbolof cvcrythmg thar
makes India-spirituality

ity and collectivity, tradition and modernity, past and pres-

em.andolhcr ppar contradictions. These

atthe f holy riversin the great
colurcganon that has taken place for thousands of years.
Evuy person whormleslno the Kumbh_goes mergnan

with rmlll foth
em
flows into the present. It also dmws that spirituality is ot
an ethereal ex; onesellbumjounwynm
anmomppmglmmhc rwcrln nmc Itis also an expres-
sion of simple' andan acml
discoveryof Indiainalli lexitiesand dik

The Kumbh Mela isa huge loginical and omanlsadonal
challenge with over 450 million in-

mv hh rradits . 4

ey Ath

A key ﬁndlngnnu\grmlmslhtmr

In 2020-21, a slgml‘ucam portion of

their

Older workers encounter significant
bartiers to re-entering the workforce.
While the percentage of individuals
(aged 46-60) unemployed for less
than 6 months decreased from 20.1%
in 2020-21 to 17.3% in 2023-24, long-
term unemployment in both the 1-2
yearand 2-3year categories remained
significant. Older workers face unique
ing the work-

i de-

S Saiais

23.2% were unemployed for 2-3 years. - r
By 2023-24, long-term unemployment been ofﬁmlly denied.
became even more pronounced, with Otto von Bismarck
41.4% now for more
than 3 years. This shift is driven by
af-  the transformation of industries and TOBE PRECISE

IN ONE NIGHT
YOUVE BRIDGED THE
GAPING RICH-POOR
AN BRAVO!

maodern digital skills, all of which make
umvdfﬁanlllomnunpkmmv;t
For the

severe. Thtpmcenugcdthmmw

sharply from nG%In 2020-21t0 47%
in2023-24,
‘Thedata from 2020-21and 2023-24

IN PERSPECTIVE
Mix the mediumto
bridge the divide

cluding 1.5 million foreign tourists, To accommodate so
many people and to provide them the amenities, such as
healthcare, is not easy. The UP government has allocated

unemployed men (37.5%) wereinthe  Among younger individuals (15-29 reveala comvlcx and cvohmg unem- A hybnd 1i nac
612monthsand 154% inthe lessthan  years), the data a g Cl.nss4muldbuprncdal
or equal to 6 months unemployment  trend. While the proportion of youth shnfu across gender, lgc. nﬁ the du- ofinstruction approach.
category. By 2023-24, thisnumberde-  unemployed for less than or equal to  ration of unemployment. Long-term with English and Muh and Science in Eng-
d and 12.2%, i 6 ths de d b 2020-21 is rising across all lish: Teaching these subjects
that a significant share of previously and 2023-24 (from 14.7% to 11.8%), d hic groups, hi Kannadacanhelp in English can be beneficial
short-term unemployed males is now  there was & significant i\crmsein the  the need for policies that support skill stud: et d as they are technical and uni-
experiencing longer job search dura-  length reduce ur market students retain versally standardised, helping
tions. Specifically, the percentage of manmeymr Specifically, thepcrmn barriers, and create greaw employ- cultural rootsand  stwdentsbecome familiar with
males in the I-2-year unemployment  age of young people mcnr PP for workers at all o global terminologies and re-
category rose sharply from 23.9% to  1-2yearsincreased from 23.% to32. m s of their careers. There is anoth- buildglobal edge  sources. Inthefirsttwoyearsof
30.9%. This shift indicates that many A similar upward shift is observed in  er factor that needs to be accounted i pnmlry-dlml (Class-
men are facing difficulty in securing  both the 2-3 years and over 3 years lor. where some sections of the em- SRID s 5 and 6), texth could
jobs beyond the initial months of un-  categories. playable youth are looking forward to be offered in both English and
employment, and similar trends are Thbslik reflects the growing chal- - maintaining life-work balance rather debate over the me- Kannada to facilitate smooth
visible in both the 2-3 year and over  lenge dby jpobseckersi than going all out to grab and slog for dium of i ion in itionis ish
S-year categories, g i deomplex  whatever K nment  Social Sciences in Kannada:
Shiftsin the labour market-suchas  job market. The youth labour market  are available. This phenomenon will schools—which is true for oth-  History, civics, and geography
d I hhenvﬂymmmtdby(mmhu potentially leave such youth unem- er states—has been and often require cultural and
certain industries - have likely result- skillgaps,and  ployed for longer periods. contentious. On one side are  historical contexts. Learning
ed in longer job search times for men.  thy lability of level As i inue to recover proponents of Kannada-medi- dmnb;msmmm-nmhu
Additionally, the post-COVID restruc-  The rise in Iong-lem unemployment and adapt to new technological reali- ducati ligrades,  tongue f ad
turing of industries has almv:d the amongyoung peoplecanbeattributed ties, it is essential to provide targeted an;imn'ngiannmin tion to local humrymdsmal
types of skills empl uu- Iemnx key factors: slower recovery  support for the mostvulnerable groups systems and under-
themale cither  of the job market post-pandemic, mis-  in the labour market, including youth, aMtnmy Ontheothersideare  standing.

d loyed i I matched skills and job requirements, women, middle-agedworkers,andold- | advocates of English-medium  Research consistently shows
tonew sectors, and heightened competition for limit-  er workers. By focusing on reskilling, instruction across all grades,  that students grasp complex
While females still experience ed opportunities, techno- job market arguing for its ivelywh
shorter unemployment spells than  logical ad lik and addressing specific demograph- | for accessing global owor taughtin their native language,
their male counterparts in the 6-12 d digitalisation h: rbatedthe  ic chall can help tunities and ially in the ional
maonth and the less than or equal 10 issve. foster a more inclusive, resilient, and education. years. Introducing English for
6 months unemployment category. sustainable labour market for all, Ower the years, Karnataka lcdmlul sub;cctn in hlghcr

the 2023-24 data revealsa clear trend - Evolving industry demands (Pulash is fellow at National has scen policy ini-  primary
toward longer job searches. In 2020-  For middle-aged individuals in the  Council of Applfed. d d
21, 35.4% of unemployed women had  30-45 age group, the data reveals  Research, New Delhi: Wankhar isa tions g Kannada as  aryeducati db d
beenseeking work for 6-12months. By - significant changes in short-term  retired Goverrment of Indfa officer) ﬂrwinwynnﬂumnfm Teaching social sciences in
tion. The Language  Kannada helps students stay
- ——— e — - mucmmmnnm: mnnmedmtheh-tukural
um
RIGHTlN THE MIDDLE Classes 1107 in all schools, but ﬂrymdpridt while learning
» . . . this was later struck down by  science and math in English
Memories painted inmoonlight = e ot Wi oy i L e
y, writer Go Ru them for higher edu-
e dack ik Slanmh:sﬁ?pa (GoRuCha) alunumpaluvctxxms.md
" et games, and amusing i ideas.  moon the dark sky and Ivocates Kannada o re-  global opportunities,
Rememberinga‘dark iy : hadafas-  thegentlelightdispellingthedarkness | main the primary medium of — This mixed-mode approach
era’ ofsimp[ejoysﬂnd cinating ritual of enjoying dinners in  around. With no other of light lass10while  add: parental
P . the open airon full moon nights, They  inthe d h highli infra- - about English proficiency
celestial celebrations  calied it the ‘moonlight dinner’. And  the glow of the light would cast while preserving the impor-
pretty soon, as we got along, our fam-  a snhvry hue upon ) the surround- this feasible. The Karnataka tance of Kannada, ensur-
RENUKA KRISHNARAJA ily too becarme a part of their beautiful  ings. mlpml dmsm i lttruly Knowledge Commission has  ing a smoother transition
ritual of dinner af fresco. was. And then, amultilin  from Kannada to English in
Come full moon nights, special  dances, and games would ensue, fol- g\nl with Kannada  higher classes.
few days ago, while witnessing - meals would be cooked in their house,  lowed by a lumpnmm meal in the soft as the primary medium ofin- ~ The Department of Edu-
theexclusive full moon popularly - whereinmy mother too readilyoffered  glow of the moon. What a celebration struction up to Class 4. cation has already developed
mown as the Hunter's Moon in  tocontribute some dishes, Certain fun  of the monthly celestial event it was! While the majority of gov-  bilingual resources, including
the cloudy night sky, my mind sailed mnnwmamvgedaswtl Atnight-  Memories are making me smile ernment school mnkmsm and training mate-
bnckmme ng ofthe fall,we ontheirterrace  sp ly. As long; dedi tinue in K o rials, whichareactively used in
hil-  beneath Ihev:smcu of the open lk) the town, we looked forward to the full education, there is growing and English-medium
dren. with great d kinginandrejoicing | interest and demand for Eng:  sections. This eliminates the
My father was posted in a quaint  wasthe1980s. Back then, thy inthe light di After leaving lish-medi ducation. Ac-  need for icult
town, and we were settlingdown inour  high-rise buildings, andalllightswould  the place, though, we did not have or cording to the state education  overhaul; instead, the focus

igh
be out by 9or 10 pm at the most in our

Rs 7,000 crore to create a state-of-the-art temporary city new house. Our next-door neighbours y create any such opportunity. Years, in minister, government schools  should be on aligning exist-
spread over 4,000 acres, with _________ k] ?m‘;m?;ﬁ;m ‘22:# I yh'.:lfo':'mm and full, the moon :Tﬂe now, :hso\la';l‘:(he full :.'ﬁ u'kr; ever et ., 10g tesources wicks biloguat
150,000 tents, Al-enabled sur- some of them being college students. - would be in al it glory, the looming ~ everymonth, n ifyingthei While the idea is feasible,its
weillance, and enhanced security MIHUIEIENINAIEN As one would expect, their house was ~ central figurein the sky, hoggingall the chanambi ductionof English-medi-  success depends on
measures. it is the responsibility noplaceat the always abuzz with unique activities, limelight. It is a distant memory now,  because of th ing 2 implementation. Teachers will
of the government to ensure the including science experiments, lively  yetIcan vividly recall appreciating the andthcu‘ty lights flooding the sky. English-medium education need specialised lrunnng 0
welfareand security of all the pil- JgEUEL{TITLE [ ;-)b seen as a gateway to better - manage bilingual classrooms
grims. In the last mela in 2013, EERTPREATET Yo “ p par-
and success in higher educa- mtsmdummunr-smuuh:
astampede leftat least 30 people . . - -
dead. The state will also benefit [ ITEILEL] LETTERSTO THEEDITOR tion. This demand has driven ~ actively engaged and informed
much fromthe mela. Itisestimat-  WRTT 1} iHor nill f " avere”? schools over the years. Kama-  dium leaming to dispel any
ed that the event will inject not y A bltt(.l' pl" t()l' t‘lxp‘l)"rq taka already has about 2500  misconceptions. Additionally,
less than Rs 2 lakh crore into the Apropos ‘Cabinet nod for 8th Pay Commission’ (Jan and retrospective arrears. Typnmlly bureaucrats on Englkh medium cl initiating pilot pr in
state's economy, and will give a 17), the announcement will undwb(edly please avast thes schools, with  select schools can provide val-
major boost to local businesses and tourism. It can also im- m"m&am.’gf‘"?"wh 8 for lapta L CRias "::“ vt Pm:ﬂ':fw "hm'”’dd 1,000 moreinthe ‘“:,‘uu"}’g'“'i‘"&:‘”""f“d"
: 2o _m oy in taxes on their incomes next. year, B ing of mixed-me-
prove the potential of India’s religious and cultural tour- The previous Pay Commission resulted in an additional olanr.. Perhaps wrshould consider reforming the So, how do we reconcile  dium education based on the
ismand enhance its soft power. outflow of Rs 1 lakh crore from the exch It remains ¥ to weed out inefficiencies and promote a these ing) ing  observed
The Kumbh Mela has always been known for its pluralis- 10 be seen how much the new mmmlskm will cost the  culture of accountability. perspectives? Isoneapproach  The medium of instruction
ticethos, inclusivity, and tolerance. But the Akhil Bhartiya government, consi inherently better than the debate need not be divisive.
Akhara Parishad has d that non-S: is will ) . T other? Are we, in meeting the - Karnataka has the resoure-
not beallowed todo businessat the mela venue. It hasalso Attitude must change :;":;: primon e m":“"gﬁh‘zg’“’“ o l’;‘:‘g"’j‘o';“' ;‘;"“';'“ Fr!'";:""::‘ "'h':rdalq d’"‘“‘"‘“".“‘- and
sought tochange the Urdu word: I refer to ‘A poor recipe for productiv- SSMNadIa(Wes!:e':‘un ) isusing power ahead of the Delhi peadvs ke nmnddd:l etbin wdm:
Some activists have tried to enforce the dictum and re- ity (Jan 16). L&T Chief S N Subrah- ile this drama app be mother n English with
the stalls of those who failed to prove that they are manyan's statement about working, Litmus tost fOl‘ AAP an attempt to end Kejriwal’s career, mn?bmmnmddlcymrm cultural dcp;.ﬁ in Kannada. A
Sanatanis. Such acts go against the values and ideals rep- 90-hour weeks is a stark reminder the upcoming Delhi elections will be The solution may not lie in - well-executed mixed-medium
resented by the mela. The police have turned ablind eye to of the need for a paradigm shift in Apropos ‘Excise case: EDgets MHA  a litmus test for Kejriwal. choosing one medium over approachcould serveasablue-
the incidents. Prime Mmislcr deﬂ Modi had m his corporate a_ﬂmdcsk His r\-‘vmrlmmL l;:l g ';:":;mne K‘cjnwal' (Jan16),  MBasavaraj, Davangere g:]ehn(her but in ‘lnwatl;:g pﬂnl‘rqmmnmm
Mann KiBaat p in { famlly time, Focusing i .&ﬂ;m&i’ ONrIeaers e WIS 1 el s curriculum. i the (Theawriteris secretary, India
thnl‘_lhc Kumbh M'-‘h “‘?\‘ld fnsltr “‘m""l unity. Thc“-‘ on ‘mmmr-l’uﬂdmg"Y whileignoring  AAP chief and former Delhi Chief emasied - not handwritten .M,J : Em Abilingual, mixed-medium  Literacy Project, a nor-profit
canbe quality where thereis discr il i re 13 Mininerknnnq Kepnwnl lnra}lesed Allletters must carry the sender’s postal model in higher primary— organisation working in the
nndmmlcrm approach that disregards personal money laundering in the Delhi address and phone rumbey, starting from Class 5-withver-  area of edfucation)
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Bullet train ambitions

Plans for indigenous high-speed trains are laudable,
but innovative financing models will be needed

long before the counlrywi(nnnn !h: opeﬁuon of its first bullet
train. Obviously, h hmedabad high
speed rail (MAHSR) project, whose ground-breaking ceremonies
were held when the then Japanese PM Shinzo Abe visited India in mid-Sep-
tember 2017, Indications are that it will first mn in Gujarat in 2027 and
later expand to Maharashtra. The PM' must beseen in
the fthe journey of mod f the Indian Railways symbol-
ised by Vande Bharat trains, Amrit Bharat stations, and Namo Bharat Rail.
Upgrading the semi-high-speed Vande Bharat to high-speed status s already
on the anvil with the nllwiyl own lnlegral Coach Factory and mte run
BEML collab
eight mncndl)wlllumud n! 180 kmph.'n\e ﬂm pwwlypewlllbe devel
opedin thenext B
Ahmedabad high- npﬂd conidor
The plan is that the first indigenous bullet train, too, could be in opera-
tion before long, Recently, the new nlupeweulonof lhedee mat train
hitaspeed of 180 kmph during peed of Vande
Bharatsto 280 kmphis based h he first Shink
in1964 ranup 210 Iunphvﬁuchhm:nd\ed 320kmph. Bullet trainsarean
integral part of Modi's vision of big- udm infrastructural investments dri-
ving growth. | isioned a“di dril "olbull:( lrnlmcon
nocﬁngmiotmﬂmpollmon the Tokaido Shink
icated freight and industrial corridors and smart cities. Japan'swillingness to
help out with such proposals is reflected ina massive investment commit-
ment comprising a mix of public and private funds and Overseas Develop-
ment Assistance of whh:h Indiais the largest recipient.
The Shink hasa high price tag,while the ind bul-
let train is much more economical as the tab is €28 crore pevarwhk:h Ll

P RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi recently stated that it won't be

REDICTIONS ABOUT 2025
come with flashing caveats:
no one can know what US
President-elect  Donald
Tnunpwlldn,lmalunehow
thy d.Butone
unlp«uhle.lnuglneulmnmry 2026,
mm Zol‘ibegm,memnodulmmm

e

@ BENGALURU CONSULATE

US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti

The in

lon andl hip of

this state — from umiconducwn to
space — is matched only by Silicon Valley
in my home state of California

® TRUMP 2.0 PREDICTIONS
THERE'S NO SHORTAGE OF DOWNSIDE RISKS FOR 2025, BUT DON'T EXPECT SUPPORTERS TO TURN ON HIM

Retrospective on first year back

JEFFREY FRANKEL

Professor of capial farmation and growth,
Harvard University, and research associate,
US National Bureau of Economec Research

shifted, Some
businesspeople had long harboured pri-
vate doubts about Trump's anti-globali-
sation campalgn. But overall mnﬂdenu'
bcgan to hl] an

they disagreed on the solution, One fac-

the USmnnmy off from International
tradeand

ton touted asthe key to fiscal
virtue (dismissing the"experts'view"that
this would worsen the budget balance

reversed himself anT\k’rhk.He madebig
b

I "

nuclearweapons,

Most alarming, however, were naval

actions by China,whether a reaction toits
' which Trump's

Iffs have exacerbated, or an effort to
exploit America's current weakness,

theyear,Ch
active in the watersaround Taiwan andon

South China Sea. With Trump's tough-guy

changes tohi

ion roundly questioned, he sur

health and human services Robert
Kennedy, Jr, who sought tougher regula-
tions for pharmaceutical companies,

prlud everyone when he responded toa
ship collision, in which several US sallors
were killed, by sending a joint US-Philip-

almost half the price of hpanue ml.llng stock on lhe
stretch. Hs m Idstillp
be a challenge. Agenci ll‘iglhelapan I '(.oopﬂzdon.\gency
extended soft loans for the MAHSR project, as they saw net gains for their
domestic economies in terms of Iarp: contracts haxged by loal ﬂrm- like
Siemens.

ital, and private-sector funds, would be uqulud for maldng the diamond
quadrilateral with Indlgmoul bullet trains a reality.

The Shink plying b land Ahmedabad and indige-

nous bullet trai ing other ill indeed be a transfor-

mative moment as it will Inugme urban India much more closely.
Researchers like Kyle Chan at Princeton Unlvenlly have observed that

“Regional clusters of cities can become d to a single

zone, improving job opportunities for workers. Imagine a Hyderabad - Ben-
galury- (.hennil hi ted\ clunef connected by hulld lrdn- And hlgh qned
raillik
tional llne lmpmvu the value ol' the oihtr existing| llmu Lt |l difficult to

quantifythe et gl
at ol ibyhi o B haraf

igh-sp more
than those who are not. Positive externalities of hlgh lpeed rail include
1C02

Asbullet trains T unlike
lesel/ TR T Sy theywill
"l o9 1 4, P A, 1 r‘A & -

gr ply higherp rather than improve it), and the other, Beyond the economy, Trump took | pine mvnl luxe to retake Scarborough
of imported products and labour short- Musk, th P po.t '3 Shoal P ds.Inapattern
zgalnwmnoaon Ing:\m.('l‘he much- hypadDeplrlmenl volte-face was his support of states guar- familiar dern history, the Trump
Itiplied as myster- of G ] (DOGE) — anteeing awoman's right to abortion. He rrded. threat of mil-
b\nqber -attacks caused a serles of fail headed by Musk and former Republican insisted that he has always belleved the tl )
ures affecting US power i bedecided at th signal Inadvance,
and water and sanitation systems. Some - lwdllnle Impact mzom In terms of forelgn policy, one At year end, Chlna s coast guard
d returned, ds big shock was the first armed US incur
From X I mediahy all-too-familiar game of slon Into Mexico In over | Talwan, Trump has now sent all mvnl
itatedto highligh health  chicken. When nelther side tury forces the US can spare to break the block-
and Information led\nology profession- flinched, the US faced a fiery Before that, Trump = adeif necessary.As 2026 gets underway,
als to correct the accompanying misin- collision, in the form of a As 2026 gets withdrew support from  fearsofahot warbetween the two nuclear
formation, month-long government  underway, fears of  Ukraine,asexpected, effec- superpowers seem all too real,
heflrsthalfof 2025 shutd, dit d ahot war b y dering to Rus- Throughout 2025, Trump's oppo-
Iy he [ Y | the two nuclear sla and thereby fatally hthough
with the S&P 500 index down by around  ings agencies,which in turn undermining UScredibility  of a silver lining: thelr fellow Americans
359, Tobesure,the markethadbeentipe ~ crashed stock and bond ~ SUP@TPOWErS S8@M 1, ey of potential ad- av-
for a correction. The S&P 500 had Inc- markets, all too real versaries, not least Russian Ingsuch. e g his infly
reased sevenfold between [anuary 2009 As the year drew 10 4 eee—  President Viadimir Putin | ence would plummet, both in Congress

and the 2024 election, fuelled by stronger-
than-expected growth in US output and
employment in 2021-24. By the end of
President Joe Biden's term, stocks had
entered bubble terr) ftory. Whether evalu-
ated relativ capl-
tal stock replacement vllua.orGDP,nhue
prices had reached levels reminiscent of
1929 and other pre-crash episodes.

But it tooka needle toprick the bubble,
Having gained majorities in the Senate
and the House of Representatives, the

pn&ﬂucmp federal hudou.' But theywere
split: while they agreed that the United

close, some observers

argued that the US ks in recession. In any
case,rising inflation — fuelled by Trump's
tariffs and his attacks on the US Federal

himself, Russian troops

moved Into parts of Georgla and omi-
nously popped up along its 1,500-mile
h NATO, :

and among the electorate, as he spent
more time playing golfat Mar-a-Lago.
Nosuch luck, As usual, Trump blames

the and disasters of 2025 on

Reserve's independence — augurs the  erncounterparts throughout the a ¢ o anything other than hlmulf
retum of 1?70-‘,:%% o With nTus distracted, and a new "W" oo

At the same time, there was a vast  precedent set regarding respect —orthe | verse d'velnpmmll of 2025 as his fault.
dﬁmgeme between what Trump's wp lack thereof — for national borders, = Whyshould they, when they never have
porters and an invaded Guyana, Ethiopla | before? True, Trump's supporters are un-
what lheygolinmzi Asit tumed ou!. invaded Somalia, and Indonesia invaded ble todistil the approp fir
the business Timor Leste, ( the 2015 | history, Butin predicting that theywill his
prevailed on him for h upson the  JointComp Planof Action, from g well,
number of H-18 visas (for high-skilled ~ which Trump withdrew in 2018, and
workers) and expansion of other legal ~ weakened by the decimation of its prox- Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2025,
immigration channels. Trump also re- Ies In Gaza, Lebanon, and Syria, the Iran- wwwiproject-syndicate.ory

AT’s rise: Progress, power, and ethical peril

Is Al shaping our future or stealing our humanity?

'tb
EU rope. don t bow SRINATH SRIDHARAN This global race for Al supremacy risks sidelining
toTru mp on teCh Corporstsadiso b ndapendent drectoccn coerne | thie very essence of what makes us human
HE HASN'T TAKEN office yet, but the potent lnnuenu of President-elect Donald THE GLOBAL DISCOURSE surrounding  healthcare, credit, or even justice, they  dominance or national pride. killing: B! rk India’s
1p may have already Sl falley to Brussel: mmchl lmduumen (Al) has largely been wleld manl authority far beyond their Consider how harm and benefit are divide Id
Justd d shutdownf -checking forAmer- Y with techno- i | q it dinAl Utilitarian princip eunealhbilllyﬂluwu&luulmm%l:
Iun users on Meta Platforms, an obvious phunng move to Trump.thc P logical ach brim  cesof these decisions d d - '3 bythe  pared foran Al-dominated future, This
has sald it's to the market d f with excltement abou( creating smarter scrutiny that uchnologuu are neither f But must go beyond technical
Apple Alphabet and Meta, Systems,op g comp tralned nor equipp Is this apy when funda- lulll, fostering critical thinking, ethical
nmunganylnformman In Bmull is nlmu messy endeavour."There s no lencles, g sboun- Globally, ¥ L I | ights areatstake? Ifan Alsystem  awareness,and adaptability,
such the commission told me, But at a dares. Yet, I I af d landscape. The P benefits 999% of users but di Theriseof Al
press conference on Thuduy,u\om« npreununve sald “there maybe a pulmul ~onethat thical Unbon'sAlAct | g P against 196, can it b Ives.Are
ythat puts p P p mdmdnlquewmlunlmmwe.ul i Y 'l'ﬂothlulchalhlwnlM e our
herel: foolh it global societ: by the “can iskand g q h 1 Inour
happmlngmﬂummddeoﬂhv Mhn(kﬂmgmmm’h\m\p hnltucne we?” that wx'e lost dghl of lhc equally  high-riskapplications TheUShastakena  ability to ngulue them, qum for
g has accused the EU of “screwing vmh'US Important “should we?". more sector-specific app- weapons, deepfake tech- Iupt societal CMWIM :naleﬂ Il II
ﬂmumdugtd hy he bloc's fines Sclence and technology have undeni roach, while China, with its nologles,and p 9 ploy
But there's a reason why this bs In :he news. Read between the tea leaves and it ably propelled humanity forward,yet the  vast data resources, has  Arvists and writers  Veillanceare realities. mentorrel efl | guidel:
rise of Al poses challenges that transcend  embedded Al deeply Into i in Alimplications extend m.!dualcoﬂllduauml must be emb-
nfﬂchhwmlholdlhelunmdmbrull\cqukku\d thelr domains, At its core, Al forces usto  survelllance and state con must imagine beyond go to con-
Digital grapple with questions about trust, jus- trol. India, munwhlle, alternative futures,  sumerism itself Al s already This lhmdenudumullldxllﬂmry
Markets Act DMA whkhumtlnwlm In fan tice, and falmess. Can an algorithm gen stands at a isioni approach,
ﬂmndn(l ; first reported the mml:nm - O oeana technologi l;hlt witha R or ly  machine monﬁly:‘mhm-
Monday, citing a senlor official as saying that Trump's Pply simulate ethical reasoning through  rations for technological uencing the products we  pologl dyh: hay I
electionwas a factor”. That leak Itself suggests worry. statistical models? After all, as human  leadershipwiththeneedto  PriOritise humanity by e newsweread,and  ture Artist
At stake Is the outcome of three ongoing cases socletywith centures of existence,westill  address its unique chal- over efficiency eventhevalueswehold This  must imagine alternative futures, envis-
against Apple, Alphabet and Meta, all under the DMA, have not understood monlllyal blnw lenges of d; gnty. hnologles that peloritise hum-
h effortst

PM m:a changes in behaviour, That's no bad thing, For
mN yun,ﬂmhmuhnplyboenaw-mldnk‘b\ulm
Bloomberg h wm\ the US Federal Trade Commission Imposed a

$5 billion fine on Facebook in 2019, its stock went up.

But the commission ks also working to change the more egreglous behaviour
affecting its citizens, For instance, as pmollurgmvmh Meta, it has pushed the
company to offer EU users an option to use Facebook without targeted advertising,

These are not technical

defined

they are deeply humm dllemmat Yel
they are too often sid

1ts sheer size ar'\d complexity, how do we

owed by metrics of policy optimisation
and regulatary scale.

literacy and access are still uneven? How
dowe protect Individual consent in a so-
A 1 .

The and policy
shaping Al frequently operate within a

significant for India, where

loning
anity overefficlency.

more than half the L4 billk L
Is und« 30, As digital nauvu.thh demo-

even mvhumu\lly,wﬂl not be menly a
pabi

graphicwill

Al systems can nudge 1
shape uplmlom. md manlpulale
chotces, ofte

our morll courage, India faces a delicate

decply s
are that must inform Indla’s

But this focus begs critical g

Meta recently muudpmdln?‘nulopaon wluncusn(m- )

fee Thal wasn't good enouuh emmmhdun Meta, There lhould bu v!nlon
In ber, Meta that

-ubxr\pmn price I7y4M -
'I'lenllh'pulllumm but it was pmguu!umpv’lww\munmlmm cases
against BigTech laws that putthe

bumnn(pmorm the regulator, The DMAwith its 22 concrete rules about market
abuse was designed to allow the commission to move more qulddy And atatime

q 8 Iy
teams or found ways to Jock l

— often without much
~smartertools forpolicing

were sorely needed,
As the commission evaluates its cases, it must resist pressure to hold back on
Itsenforcement plans. In 2023, Brussels officials sald they might order a break-up
of Alphabet, The idea was ludicrous not long ago, but the following year, the US
krmmam of Justice made the same pmponl One must wonder If that could
off the table, too, if th decide to roll
back antitrust efforts,

yforwhom?P towhat
end? The assumption that technological

to this complexity s the glar-
ing absence of diverse voices in the Al
debate. Industry lead d

profits over individual well- balna Fora

xl crafting Al reg-

P [

young India, this ralses g ques
tions about agency and freedom.
The impact of Al on labour markets

cletal i

When algorithms determine access lo

further Ip ; LAutoma-
tion will struc-

often reduce Al to a geop olitical chess
plece, touting it as a tool for economic

THE EDITOR

Benefits of nowcasting

Apropos of “The power of
nowcasting” (FE unuu'y 17), with the
of

task. In agriculture, nowcasting may
help monitor the progress of crops
sown, hectares covered, pest attacks,
qunmhy o' fertilisers required, and the
d quantity. The data from it

digital
machine learning And artificial
intelligence across sectors, adopting
nowcasting does not appear a big

would help the authorities to regulate

production, analyse the watering
patterns of crops, damage caused

by droughts or floods, and help plan

«povu of wrpiul produce. It would

also hel kers and planners

That igh both d ublic, The EU has hurdie, However, integrating Isolated
y I ch. latfe as source of inf tos
ad-fi With newk P gthehelm in Brussels bac) .,‘ 14 common grid in tapping, o
IR ¥ | ¥ l P d and processing the inputs to suit a
citi; That'sa loc can'tafford to send. consumable format is a mammoth

infine- t;ning policies.
~RV Baskaran, Chennai

job
tures, creating a dual Imperative for up-

Space milestone

Apropos of “Afirst: Isro docks 2
satelites in space” (FE, January 17),
APJ Abdul Kalam would have been the
happilest had he been alive as India's
space agency scripted history yet
again, India has entered a niche club
= that inchudes the US, China, and
Russia — with a technological
milestone that underscores our
ambitions to expand our share, which
is just 2% now, in the global space

nched Westem dominance, as happened
andWeb2, If 3

1 b e vhical

enum:e.dt;'e- India u\rny havea chokce —
orls this a Hobson's cholce in disguise?

market, Space docking is a stepping
1o building a space station and various
other missions. Besides payloads,
eight cowpea seeds were sent to
space which were germinated within
four days of the mission's launch,
suggesting food can be grown in long
space missions, The Centre's approval
of a third launch pad will further boost
the agency's space ambitions.

~Bal Govind, Noida
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19 BIG PICTURE

AT HOME WITH THE WOMEN’S WORLD RAPID CHAMPION

Queen Koneru

The youngest woman to be grandmaster, three decades of playing the
sport and now twice World Rapid Champion. Yet, as she says, her “chess
ends when | finish a tournament”, AMIT KAMATH visits Koneru Humpy at
her home in Vijayawada where she is as tactical about family time as

she is about her moves on the chess board

FORTNIGHT after she won
her second World Rapid
Koneru

to reach my goals. | love you mom,” wrote
Ahana with pencil.

C
Humgpy is sitting in her liv-
ing room in Vijayawada

fanked by her husband Dasarl Arwvesh and

her father Ashok. There is . et inthe air
that bounces off the white walls of the room,

There is some gentle leg-pulling and lots of

reminiscing.

Humgpy is still basking in the glow of her
Workd Rapid tithe in New York — her secand
World Rapid crown after the ane in 2019,
This tithe caught Humpy herself by surprise,
coming as it did after a series of tepid re-
sults over the past few months besides
health issues that have plagued her over
more than a year.

PMaying in New York in a strong field of
110 women, she made it through the event
hattling jet kag that would see her waking up
at unearthly hours, much like an irritating
alarm clock without a snooze button, She
slumped to a defeat in the first
round of the World Rapid
Champronship, losing on time
desmehawunlnghﬂybmn
position on the board.

Then, came the comeback.

With nothing going her way,

Humpy t. Humpy won.

It's this quality of bers that her
father and first coach Ashok greatly
admires,

“As a youngster, | was very ambi-
tous. | never used to agree for draws,
There are several games where | re-
Jected a draw, pressed too hard and
then Jost,” Humpy elaborates.

“Nowadays, in my opinion, she is
less aggressive, | want to see her at her
best: as an aggressive player. She never
compromised for a draw (when she was
young). Always fought for a win. That's
what | want to see,”" says Ashok, who
played that same brand of never-say-die
chess as a state-level player.

In the family, Ashok is the true chess ob-
sessive.

“He plays online chess every day from

davs whe:

.
Idon’t see chess at all, But he does not miss
playing chess even for a single day.” says
Humpy about her father. “He traveled with
me until 2011, we used to work together.
Then from 2011, | started preparing on my
own. But he still gives me guidance.”

At the World Rapid Championship, that
guidance from Ashok came in the form of
some out-of-the-bax advice: train without
using a chess engine, watch videos of past
world champions, play plenty of online
games and solve puzzles,

‘You are my pride, mom'

Here in her comfy apartrment in a luxuri-

ous high-rise complex on the Chennai-

Highway, Humpy has created an
idyllic cocoon for herself, Her parents live in
the same apartment complex, Her in-laws
live not too far away. Both sets of parents help
with her daughter Ahana when Humpy is
abroad playing in events.

Unlike most other elite players who
struggle to switch off from the sport,
Humpy's life has a harmonious balance,

“My chess ends when | finish a tourna-
ment. And then chess anly happens when |
am practising in my room or talking to my
dad. That's when chess happens. Otherwise,
chess doesn't occur in my life at all. | wanted
to be like that. | wanted to separate the two
things. | don't take the stress from the board
into my " says Humpy.

After three decades of playing the sport,
the 37-year-old's life is neatly compartmen-
talised in two aspects. First, is ber chess ca-
reer. Ashok, who wields considerable influ-

- vy
daily life almost by appointment: the first
half of the day is usually reserved for chess;
the second half is all about the famdly. If she

father, her
husband and daughter provide emotional
sustenance.

Humgpy's days in Vijayawada start early,
with an hour-long session in the gym start-
ing from 7 or 730 am. Then she trains from
93000 10.A little break around 1.30 follows
before she's back training from 3 pm. It's not
avery elaborate setting either — “Just alap-
top and me,” she says.

Finalty, when her daughter returns from
school around 4.45 pm. Humpy spends as
much of it as she can with Ahana, helping her
with homeworkor going for walks to the
park,

ence over her on the by

of this aspect, Whm}ﬁmpyphysmummu-
tional
home who tracks the event dnllpmly.

The second compartment is her family
lifie. This is the part which husband Anvesh
and daughter Ahana inhabit. Aged seven,
roughly the age at which Humpy dived
headlong into the rabbit hole called chess,
Ahana has very limited interest in the sport.,
When Humpy retums from

W,mnm ;"..,.‘“'m‘ s hese

ps!‘

he doesn’t follow the sport too much.

“Ahana knows mare (about chess) than
him." Ashok good-naturedly chides his son-
in-law. Everyone heartily guffaws at this.

Family members of many elite grand-
masters don't necessarily leam the sport it-
self, but they get pretty good at interpreting
body language cues. Over time they figure
out when to steer clear. especially after a par-
ticularly beuising defeat.

Humpy's husband says she’s always the
same, with rarely any of her chess mood
spilling over at home, There is no glowering
athlete that necessitates family members
gingerly tiptoeing around her.

“One thing about her is that she always

she can expect Ahana to pop up at the air-
port to ask if she won, At the World

Championship, with New York being half
an earth's spin away, Humpy and Ahana
never spoke on the phone until the Workd
Rapid title was won. Then, when she re-
turned to India, Ahana greeted her with a

Iwritten card,

“You are my pride, mom, You are my
greatest motivation, You are an inspiration
to me. Your devation, hard work, love and
faith inspire me to do more, learn more and

HUMPY’S CAREER

MILESTONES

2002

Humpy becomes the youngest
woman in history to achieve the
grandmaster tithe at the age of 15

2011

for the Women's
World Chess Champlonship — the
top prize in women's chess—

likes to spend time with family, Even if against Hou Yifan in Tirana but
she's not done well, she likes to have the loses.
company of the family around. Of course
angry thoughts will come up, but after 2019
having played for more than three
decades, she is very mature about her feel- Back after a lengthy break due to
When Humpy returned to ings. She will never show that angertothe  childbirth, Humpy wins the World
India after the World Rapid SERC MR A, Rapid Chess Champlonship
-y Anvesh paints a picture of Humpy at
( Ahana home as a bit of a ‘perfectionist’, Humpy 2020
gmctcd hcrwnh a says she cooks rarely, but when she does,

3 & she's determined toget it right. If she's mak- Humpy leads the Indian team to
handwritten card. “You are ing biryand, she chuckdes, she starts watch- clinch joint-gold at the Online
my pn'dc. mom. You are my Ingn many videos of it as possible the night Chess Olymplad
greatest motivation.., Nw.ay from the board, “umw says she 2()22

1oy it por
“Whenth fsit: leads the Indian women's chess
Imln lnr rwe ln slx hours minimum. But mnwvnnlghuallnmvlam'lphﬁonns team to a bronze medal at the
lam m(wry “Movi y Ahana Chy In Chennai
mux I y.Itrain  po hi
based on what's happening wlthum. omymmemnlm'uy‘ﬂumpy. 2022
says Humpy.

Alot of her own childhood was spent  NO sponsor, no second Humpy wins a sitver medal at the
blissfully commanding a wooden chess anmy Twice last year, Humpy felt she was 2022 World Blitz Champlonships
an the battlefield of 64 squares with her fa-  ready to walk away from the sport after par-
ther watching every move with pride. Now  ticularly bruising performances, Both occa- 2024
she's determaned to spend as much time as  sions were after bad tournaments: she was
possible chasing another kind of bliss, with  second from last at the Norway Chess event Humpy wins her second World
her partner and daughter. and last in the Tata Steel Rapid Rapid Champlonship title in

Anvesh, a businessman who accompa-  Championship in Kolkata. New York

nied Humpy once to a tournament, admits

HBut after every such setback, when she

epaper.indianexpress.com

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

A lot of her own childhood was spent blissfully commanding a
wooden chess army on the battlefield of 64 squares with her
father watching every move with pride. Now she's determined
to spend as much time as possible chasing another kind of
bliss, with her partner and daughter

wg\l\ﬂ*mm

nthe

felt she couldn't do it anymore, an over-
whelming sentiment would prevail ~ not
like this, not because of a defeat.

“I'm fine to quit the sport anytime if | feel
like I'm not performing as per my expecta-
tions. But | didn't want to quit only because
Host the tournament, | wanted to make it a
point that | still have that quality of a cham-
plon I wanted to prove that. And
inside me, this triggered me and probably
that was one of the reasons for me to sustain
for such a long period.” says Humpy,

She points to being in a similar frame of
mindin wllwlrnmewnnnhmacm
backafter

sponsorship, but nane came. He kept the re-
Jection letters that came from spansors. They
were all politely worded, but the whiff of re-
Jection was unmistakable,

Humgy last went to school in Class 4, but
by Class 7, she quit studies, Now she gets in-
vited to events at universities as the chief

guest.

“I believe that you should always do
whatever you are passionate about. | don't
wonder at all (what studying would have
beenlike ) But | do miss the experience of en-
Joying with friends and all these things. But
if you want to be a professional. you have to

“Sometime around 2018, after | (amr
back from the break, | played at events lile
the Chess Olymplad and the World Knockout
Championship, In the World Knockout, | lost
Inthe second round. | was very upset. At that
time, my daughter was just a year old. | was
wondering if | will ever be able to come back
to iy best form.*

Atthat stage of ber life, support came from
her parents and Anvesh, who egged her on.

Right after that, she won her first World
Rapad title,

The greatest female chess player from
India does not have a trainer or a second (a
strong grandmaster who helps with prepa-
ration) at the moment. Nor does she have a
corporate sponsor, She has been helped by
ONGC since 2006, but besides that, there are
nosponsors, She says she hired her first sec-
ond when she competed in the World
Women's Championship in 2011, But since
then, she only occasionally takes help from

seconds.

This takes the father-daughter duo back
toher childhood, when, despite the fact that
she was the world's youngest woman to be-
come a grandmaster (at the age of 15 in
2022), sponsorships were hard to come by.

“In fact, before | became a grandmastes |
had sponsorship from a bank, Then they

sacrifice 2. Now | wait for my
daughter to come home from school and |
listen to all the conversations that she has at
school with ber friends. That's fun!®

Asholds first plan for Humgy was to make
her a tennis player. like his own father, who
was a club-level )

“Llearnt chess from my father. He used
to play both tennis and chess. When the
Williamns sisters were making a mark in the
world, | observed that there is a lot of
maoney in tennis. That's why | wanted her to
play tennis, But she was attracted to chess
while | was studying the game. | myself
started playing chess because of Bobby
Fischer, | followed that Boris Spassky versus
Fischer match closely on the radio. When
Humpy started playing, | thought | could
make her like Judit Polgar (the Hungarian
chess grandmaster who s the strongest
woman chess player of all time)," reveals
Ashok. “Sa the first thing | told her was to
beat my father. He was a club-level chess
player, but she beat him by the age of eight,
After that, | played against her. | was a tour-
nament-level player. By the age of 11 she
was able to beat me."

Those early games would see Ashok give
his daughter a deliberate advantage on the
board to get her to beat him,

“l wanted her ln learn how to explml

nonngacﬂcknw Humpy. :
Ashok wrote to corporates asking for

declaring
proudly, “After some months, she didn't need
those chances also.”

.-.Anua.ua.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Bonanza before hudget

The Cabinet has greenlit the 8th Pay Commission, setting the
stage for a revision of salaries of central govt employees

he Union Cabinet's approval of the 8th Pay Commission ahead of the budget

marks a significant step toward revising the salary and pension structure for

over 49 lakh central government employees and nearly 65 lakh pensioners.
Chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the decision emphasises improving qual-
ity of life and stimulating economic activity through enhanced consumption. The
8th Pay Commission will be tasked with revising salaries, allowances and pensions
for central government employees and pensioners. Consultations will be held with
central and state governments and other stakeholders before finalising its recom-
mendations. The Commission’s chairman and two members are to be appointed
shortly, and its findings will replace the existing 7th Pay Commission framework,
whose term ends in 2026. Hs10nr.aly pay commissions are consmumd every decade

to address inflation,

growth and |

needs.

A spectacle of faith, unity

and cosmic significance

The Kumbh Mela highlights the blend of tradition and modernity. It links cosmic

phenomena with earthly rituals while fostering community feeling

he grand Maha

Kumbh Mela, one of

the most magnificent

uimnl therings in

u is here. The

Uttar Pradcsh government has

Prime Minister Modi underscored that the revised
pay structure will boost consumption by increas-
ing disposable incomes. Higher salaries and pen-
sions are expected to lead to increased spending
on goods and services, driving demand in sectors
such as retall, real estate, and automobiles.

This consumption surge could further stimulate pro-
duction and employment, creating a positive feed-
back loop in the economy. The Commission's rec-
ommendations are expected to address the rising
cost of living and improve the financial wellbeing
of central government employees and pensioners.
While the revisions will inject liquidity into the econ-

omy, they will also impose a significant financial burden on the exchequer. Increased
salary outlays may necessitate budgetary adjustments, potentially impacting allo-
cations for other sectors like infrastructure and welfare. Aithough PSU and state
government employees are outside the direct purview of central pay commissions,
the 8th Pay Commission's recommendations often set a benchmark. Many state
governments and PSUs align their pay scales with central government standards,
amplifying the financial impact across the broader public sector. This could also
have adverse effect on the economy. Higher disposable incomes could lead to demand-
pull infiation, particularly in essential goods and services. Managing inflation will
require a balanced monetary policy. Besides, the exclusion of PSU employees and
‘gramin dak sevaks' from central pay commission benefits may intensify demands
for similar revisions, potentially leading to unrest and political pressure. Increased
spending on salaries and pensions may constrain the government’s ability to invest
in capital-intensive projects, potentially slowing long-term economic growth. Despite
challenges, it can serve as a catalyst for the economy by generating demand and

boosting production.

PICTALK

ourists at Mall Road amid snowdall, in Marali

to host this
sacred festival - happening once
every 12 years - with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi person-
ally monitoring the develop-
ments. Began on January 13,
2025, the Maha Kumbh is antic-
ipated to draw an awe-inspiring
cnngqmuon of over 45 crores -
a footfall of around 450 million
pilgrims, saints, ascetics and
tourists - devotees.
At the heart of this divine celebra-
tion, is the (comi uﬁclhcr)
‘Sangam’ - the sacred confluence
of the Ganga, Yamuna, and the
Myshml Saraswati rivers, Millions
devotees will come together to
take a holy dip, seeking spiritual
cleansing and blessings. The
Maha Kumbh is a timeless testa-
ment to faith, unity, and the
eternal connection between
humanity and the divine, that
owes its origins to mythall
history. Devotees believe t
dip during the auspicious plane-
tary alignments cleanses sins and
paves the way for Moksha (liber-
ation). Swami Sivananda, the
Yoga Guru, and a proponent of
os:nu.n ghtly mrn((:i(oul that
“The holy dip at the Kumbh Mcla
:.snouuslanluul itis a profound
surrender to the divine”
Mythologically connected, the
legend of “Samudra Manthar, or
the Churning of the Ocean, is the
cornerstone of its mythological
significance. According to ancient
scriptures, gods and demons
churned the ocean to obtain the
nectar of immortality (Amrit).
As the Gods carried away the nec-
tar, a few drops fell at four loca-
tions - Haridwar, Prayagraj,
Nashik and Ujjain - and these
es became sacred. Thus
the tradition of the Kumbh Mela.
Scholar Diana Eck, professor of
Comparative Religion and
Indian Studies at Harvard
University notes that “The
Kumbh Mela reflects the Indian
nhos of integrating mythology

hy, turning the mun-
dane mlgnr sacred.”
References to Kumbha appear in

Yajurveda, Samaveda, and
Atharvaveda. It is also linked

to the zodiac sign Aquarius, an
astrological interpretation
influenced by Greek ideas in
the late 1st millennium CE.
‘Meld' means “assembly” or
“ ing” and signifies fairs
or communal celebrations, as
found in ancient Hindu texts.
‘Together, Kumbha Mela refers
to a “gathering centered
around water or the nectar of
immortality” Historically, the
first recorded mention of the
Kumbh Mela can be traced
back to the writings of the
Chinese traveller Hiven Tsang
in the 7th century CE. Hiuen
Tsang documented several key
events during Harsha's
(Harshavardhana ruled over
much of northern India from
606 10 647 AD and his reign is
regarded as one of relative
-ace and prosperity) rei
g’s also documented l1\1:
Mela festival in Prayag
which Harsha attended.
Over centuries, the festival
evolved from a modest gath-
ering of ascetics to a colossal
event that attracts millions.
The historical transformation
of the Kumbh Mela under-
scores its resilience and adapt-
ability, blending spiritual fer-
vour with societal chzngcs. A
defining feature of the Kumbh
Mela is the presence of saints,

who guide the masses. Various
‘Akharas’ (monastic orders)
play a pivotal role in preserv-
ing and propagating Sanatan
Dharma. The ascetics, often
clad in saffron robes or ash,
symbaolise the renunciation of
worldly desires. The ritual
bath in the rivers further holds
deep symbolic meaning. It
signifies the washing away of
one’s ego and sins, allowing a

REFERENCES TO  fresh spiritual beginning.
KUMBH APPEAR N iseran Wil ey
VEDIC TEXTS LIKE Kumbh Mela are the custod-

s of India’s timeless spiritu-

THE RIGVEDA,  al heritage” The Kumbh Mela

YAJURVEDA, beautifully embodies the

SAMAVEDA, AND
ATHARVAVEDA. IT IS
ALSO LINKED TO THE
Z0ODIAC SIGN
AQUARIUS, AN
ASTROLOGICAL
INTERPRETATION
INFLUENCED BY
GREEK IDEAS IN THE
LATE 18T
MILLENNIUM CE

The silent struggles of a

daughter-in-law: A call to change

fusion of religion and science.
Its timing, rooted in precise
1

RAJDEEP PATHAK

philosophies, and humanity.
Participants range from reclu-
sive ascetics to common
ple and even mlcrmmmrm
itors. This diversity under-
scores the universality of the
quest for spiritual cni’ghlcm
ment. Soc t Sudhir Kakar
once wrote that the “Kumbh
Mela is not merely a religious
event but a grand celebration
of human interconnectedness”
‘The exchange of ideas, rituals,
and philosophies at the Mcla
fosters a unique sense of gl
al unity.
Hosting millions of pilgrims at
the l?gmbh Mela Fd‘glmmis
mclxulmu planning, lever-
cutting-edge technolo-
gies %xkc Al-powered crowd

astre ical calc

systems, drone

reflects the profound signifi-
cance of Hindu cosmology.
When Jupiter enters Aquarius
and the Sun moves into Aries,
planetary alignments create
an auspicious period for spir-
itual connection.
This sacred festival links cos-
mic phenomena with earthly
rituals, highlighting the deep
interconnection between the
universe and human spiritual-
ity. Aryabhata’s pioneering
work in celestial omena,
including planetary motion
and eclipses, continues to
influence the Kumbh's timing,
Kumbh Mela is also a

surveillance for security, and
mobile health dinics to handle
medical emergencies. Mobile
apps and live-streaming ser-
vices ensured smooth commu-
nication and global accessibil-
ity for dcm(ecs 1hc 2025
Kumbh will

ed area of 800 arcs, Mur
ing 1.8 lakh tents and 101
smart parking facilities for
five lakh vehicles daily. Despite
the challenges, l}u‘d“cvt\l seam-
lcs& blends tradition and

rnity.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti; views are per-
sonal)

Vedic texts like the Rigveda, seers, and spiritual leaders melting pot of cultures,
L]
LETTERSECRCTHTTRGTY
ISRO'S DOCKING MISSION SUCCESSFUL
Madam — ISRO dacking two fast-mov-

HACHNA LAKHPATI

Allowing a daughter-in-law to flourish in her own right
doesn’t diminish the family’s unity—it strengthens it

iving in a joint family is
L simple, but for a

dnug‘{llcr-in-lnw. it may
be a delicate balancing act
filled with judgement and
criticism, In many house-
halds, the role of a daughter-
in-law is laden with unspoken
expectations, leaving little
room for her individuality. Its
time we acknowledge
silent slmgrlcs and push for
a more inclusive and empa-
thetic family dynamic.
A daughter-in-law often steps
into a houschold as an out-
sider, expected to adapt scam-
lessly to a new way of life.
From changing her surname
to understanding the intrica-
cies of family traditions, she
embarks on a journey of
transformation.
Yet, the term “in-law” itself
can feel like a trap—a con-
stant reminder of her periph-
eral status in the family. For
many, this word symbolises
the invisible cage of societal
expectations and sacrifices
that are seldom reciprocated.
“It feels as though I'm con-
stantly being watched.” shares
Anonymous, 37, who recent-
ly relocated to live with her in-
laws following her marriage.
"It can be exhausting to sense

scrutiny at every corner,

whether it's about your outfit

or your manner of speaki
These tales are nolnnc:;l&z

kind. Across the nation,
countless women ple
vdlhlhcdmllmgcu(gnlt ling
the expectations of others
while striving to maintain
their sense of self.

Some of my friends and
cousins have admitted to
bending the truth just to
carve out a little time for
themselves—a brief coffee
catch-up or a quick getaway
to mh‘:‘wﬂh ?lmd?‘&nmc
even n-k-r to it as a means of
‘escapi olB the steadfast pres-
sures of family life. But why
should it come to this? Why
must a daughter-in-law justi-
fy her need for a breather?

The narrative that has been
perpetuated for generations—
that she must be the glue
holding the family together—
needs an overhaul. Living in
a joint family should not
mean sacrificing ones free-
dom or sense of self, It’s high
time families rethink the
dynamics and extend the
same courtesy of individual-
ity and space to their d.lua}r
ters-in-law that they offer
their sons.

Empathy and equali vnlh
in n‘t‘muuimy ld‘:q l}

they are necessities [m hnt
mony. Allowing a daughter-
in-law to flourish in her own
right doesn’t diminish the
family’s unity—it strengthens

it. Moreover, it sets an exam-

ple for future generations,
teaching them to prioritise
respect over rigid roles.
Transformation begins with
dialogue. It is essential for
families to recognise the con-
tributions a daughter-in-law
makes and to loster
communication regarding
shared responsibilities.
Partners also hold a crucial
position in connecting their
spouses with their families,
making certain that everyone
feels appreciated and heard.
At its core, a family is about
mutual love, respect, and sup-
port. Let’s replace the stifling
word “in-law” with some-
thing more inclusive—per-
haps “in-love!” symbolising
acceptance and belonging,
After all, isn that what a fam-
ily should truly be about? For
daughters-in-law across the
world, the message is clear:
You are not alone in your
struggle. For families, the
challenge is to listen, adapt,

and foster a space where
everyone, regardless of their
title, feels at

It’s not just about rewriting
roles—it’s about rewriting the
narrative for a more equitable
tomorrow.

(The writer is a freelance
writer; views are personal)

ing spacecraft in space is a highly com-
plex operation wui numerous benefits.
Docking enables the assembly of modu-
lar space stations, telescopes, or other large
structures in orbit that cannot be Lmnchcd
in one piece. Example: Docking
essential in constructing the lnmmauolml
Space Station (ISS). Dogung allows for the
transfer of astronauts and cargo between
spacecraft or from a spacecraft to a
space station. This su; Ipnm long-term
missions, resupply and the exchange of
crew. This extends the operational life of
ive assets like ¢ cation or

India Sll'ﬂllﬂﬂl&lls its naval fleet

Z-Morh or

scientific satellites. Docking technology
allows spacecraft to refuel in space,
enabling longer missions or sl:r'pomng
reusable raft. This is crucial for deep
space exploration missions. .

AM two days of the inauguration of the

‘Sonamarg Tunnel in Jammu and Kashmir,
Prime Minister Narandra Modi dedicated to the
nation three frontline naval the

Wednaesday. It is for the first time that all three
frontline platforms have been indigenousty
developed in the country.

The simuitaneous commissioning of these ves-
sels is a shot in the arm for the Indian Navy,
which is preparing itseif fo chalenge China's
hegemany in the Indo-Pacific region. Equipped
with the advanced technology, all three ves-
sels have boosted the Indian Navy's capabil-
Ities to respond to various maritime chalienges
more effactively. In fact, public sector ship-
yards such as GRSE Kolkata, MDL Mazgaon,
l:SL Kochi, GSL Goa and HSL Vizag Besides

to defence

the mdin Navy has contributed immensaly to

destroyer INS Surat, the frigate INS Nilgiri and
the Scorpene-class submarine INS Vaghsheer

Docking is a critical step for
spacecraft or transferring crew for mis-
sions to the Moon, Mars, or beyond.
Modular spacecraft for such missions
often require multiple launches and dock-
ings to combine their components.
Docking facilitates international cooper-
ation, as different countries can launch
modules or experiments that dock with
a shared platform, like a space station.
Docking provides a means for evacuation
or rescue in case of emergencies aboard
a spacecraft or space station. Spacecraft
like crew capsules (e.g,, SpaceX Dragnn.
ISRO's Gaganyaan) rely on JOLJ(I:E
connect with orbital stations, making
them reusable and conlvcncglwc
Successfully executing docking operations
demonstrates technological prowess,
boosts national pride, and establishes the
country as a leader in space exploration.
Docking nptulmns are a cornerstone n{

on their at the Naval Dockyard
in Mumbai on the occasion of Army Day on

ACTOR SAIF ALI KHAN ATTACKED
Madam— Bollywood actor Saif Ali Khan
was stabbed six times after confronting an
intruder, who had a confrontation with
Khan's maid before the actor intervened,
resulting in a physical struggle, in his
Bandra residence early T iy morning,
The intruder fled after a violent altercation,
and Khan was rushed to Lilavati Hospital
by his son, Ibrahim and a caretaker,
where he has successfully emerged from
surgery and is now out of he actar
uu:?rr'tm})' recovering, with g:\m close-
ly monitoring his condition,

le wonder how an intruder can enter
the building and reach the 11th floor ina
hlgh ruﬁlc bwldx that is well guarded

so. Moreover, all in

Bmdnn An area lh.al has the highest con-
G of celebrities, which is

boosting of the
Indian Navy by completing various shipbuild-
ing projects in a very efficient and time-bound
manner.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

HAMAS-ISRAEL TRUCE DECLARED
Madam — The ceasefire accord emerged
after mediation by Qatar, Egypt and the US
to stop the war that b with dead|
Hamas attacks on Isracl and saw lsraeli
forces kill tens of thousands of Palestinians
and devastate Gaza. It is a welcome move.
As per the deal, Israel and Hamas have
agreed to halt the war in Gaza and see the
release of Isracli hostages and Palestinian
prisoners, It is the most significant break-
through in 15 months of war that began
in October 2023.
Firstly, hostages in Gaza and Palestinian
prisoners in Israel would be freed, and
Gazans who have been displaced would be
allowed to start returning home. During
this rrnnd Isracli troops would pull out
populated areas in Gaza while the
ians would also return to their

3 and mission
|lpy?cmabhng long-term presence and
work in space. This achievement has
laced India in the exclusive and elite
-ague of the US, Russia, and China! This
docking was successful on January 16,
2025!
Gopalaswamy | | Chennai

to have adequate security. No doubt 54-

year-old Saif is a fit person, so he could face
the intruder. Wishing Saif Ali Khan a
speedy recovery, trusting that the law will
take its course and those ible will

nclghbourhmds in all the areas of Gaza.

The second stage would be a permanent

end to the war, according to Biden.
Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

be held accountable.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Bessent tough talk on Russia oil: How could India be impacted?

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

SCOTT BESSENT, United States President-
elect Donald Trump's pick for Treasury
Secretary, sald on Thurscay that the joe Biden
administration had been “too weak” on
Russia’s ofl sector, and that he was ready to
tighten sanctions further — a statement that
pushed up global oll prices,
“.f any officlals in the

| ECONOMICS!

thos
of the incoming admmmumm s plans for
the US

These are mmr key takeaways for India,

New sanctions on Russian oil
On January 10, the Biden administration
announced fresh curbs against Russia's oll
tracde, placing as many as 183 tankers, con-
stituting the bulk of the so-called “shadow
fleet” delivering to customers
xnrh as India and China, un-

Russian Federation are der sanctions,
watching..., they should Undike earber sanctions on
Ienow that if 1 am 3 Russian entities, which were

and if President Trump requests, as part of
his strategy to end the Ukraine war, that |
will be 100 per cent on board with taking
sanctions up — especially on the Russian oll
majors — to levels that would bring the
Russian Federation to the table,” Bessent
sald at his confirmation hearing in the
Senate, according to Reuters,

Bessent's staterments at the hearing, dur-

relatively easier to chreumvent, the new ac-
thon is far more targeted, and will hurt Indian

from Russia, officlals said,
India, the world's third-largest consumer
of crude oil, depends on nmpom lD meet
han 85% of it

impaorts of Ry il officials

said. Theextent of the impact

how tightly the Trump m-mmamn im-
plements the sanctions — this is why
Bessent' forindia,

before the war nnukume
began in Februavy 2022; itis now India's
biggest supplier of crude. In 2024, Russian odl

Whike ather sources of odl are avallable to

interms

ing which he spoke on a range of issues,

[SIWITE6] SCIENCE ]

WHY SPACE WEATHERISKEY TOTHE
NGOF SATELLITES

SUCCESSFUL DOCK]

ANJALIMARAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

FAVOURABLE SPACE weather was instru-
I Iy Space
Research Ovganisation’s{ISRO's) first ever
“docking mission” on Thursday. The
Space Docking Experiment (or SpaDeX)
made India only the fourth country to
achieve the technologically challenging
feat of beinging together two fast-mov-
Ing satellites in space.
Docking maneouvres will be needed

India ther
of reliability and cheaper rates, in imports

In future space missions like ThlSpaDeXlrlnbnmu
Chandrayasan-4 or to establish Bharatiya — demonstration of ISRO's technical
Antriksha Station, India’s own space sta-  capabilities. (w0

tion. In these missions, multiple compo-
neats will be sent to space separately be-
fare being brought together in space,

What s
The Sun's hot outer atmosphere,

of the Center of Excellence in Space
Sclences India (CESSI) at the Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research (USER), Kolkata,

lnown as the solar corona, Is constantly “Enhanced high energy radiation as-
spewing electrically charged gases and  soclated with strong flares from the Sun
can blind sersors and interfere with elec-

[)lﬂldﬂ into space. These so-called so-
Jar winds travel at speeds of millions of
lalometres per hour, and reach the far-
thest parts of the Solar System, creating
space weather.

The frequency and intensity of solar
winds fluctuates based on the solar ac-
thvity cyche, which refers toa periodic 11+
year change in the Sun's activity, meas-
ured on the basis of sunspots observed.
Sunspots are indicators of solar activity
~ the mare the activity, the more haz-
ardous the space weather,

The ongoing solar cycle entered its
maximum phase in November 2023 -
and we are currently in the midst of an
extended period of heightened solar
activity.

tronk control systems, Magnetic storms
from the sun, known as coronal mass
epections, or very high speed solar wind
streams, can disturb the space environ-
ment resulting in loss of communication,
and positional errors,” Nandi said.

Docking missions require two space-
craft to have negligible relative velocity
between them, and their docking ports
1o be precisely aligned. Ay kind of in-
clement space weather, thus, introduces
awhale new set of uncertainties which
are challenging to handie, Nandi said,

In the days leading upto the docking
exercise, "there were sunspots and other
magnetic structures on the Sun," Nandi
said, adding that “the Sun certainly co-

operated.”
How does space weather impact A«mdlnglomnd: the SpabDeX mis-
satellites and spacecraft? ston also: the need for nvest-
“Precision docking is very challeng-  ing inimproved space weather forecasts,

Ing, even under normal clrcumstances,
During severe space weather, when the
space eavironment Is disturbed, the task
becomes even more difficult,” said
Dityyendu Nandi, solar physicsst and head

¥ Prayeors v -

Having space weather forecasts In near
real time is crucial especially when “crit-
Ical space d
during this solar maximum phase.”
Nandi sasd.
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Toe nearty 38% of India's total ol
imports, according to tanker data.

Rupee internationalisation bid

January 16. Reuters

Tighter sanctions on Russian oil will also
India'sefforts to

In July 2024, the International Monetary
Fund said that the one non-traditional re-
serve curnency gaining market share is the
Chinese renminbi, whose gains match a
quarter of the decline in the dollar’s share, as
the Chinese govemment pushes various poli-
cles to promote it internationalisation,

During his Senate hearing, Bessent sald
that the US dollar “should” remain the
world's reserve currency. Trump had eartier
threatened Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa (BRICS nations) with 100% tar-
A5 If they created a new BRICS currency or
backed any other to replace the US dollar as
Iinwoftf: TRSEIVE CUTerKy.

the rupee,

India and Russia have been in talks to
settle a portion of the oll trade in the do-
mestic currency. While the rupee trade has
not taken off as desired, similar efforts have
waorked in China's case — the booming
Russia-China trade in non-dollar exchange
has helped the yuan increase its footpeint
lobally.

al trade experts have noted
that the attempts to move away from the dol-

mistake by those who do this.”

Rush to pay for Russian oil

The fear of US sanctions has already
sparked a rush among Indian refiners to
speed up payments for Russian crude,
traders sald.

N libomm reported on January 15 lhal
anks h.

US dollars to avold having to adhere to the

$60-a-barrel peice cap on Russian crude set

by Western nations in 2022, and all pay-

ments for cargoes from Gazprom Neft SC,

are betng setthed in rubles,

The price cap, which has been in effect
from December 5, 2022, was intended to
limit Russla’s revenues, Gazprom Neft is a

1] It

lar began after of the
Soclety for Worldwide Interbank Hmnrul
Telecommunication (SWIFT), the key to in-
ternational financial transactions, in 2022,
At the BRICS summit in October Last year,
Russia’s President Viadimir Putin had said:
“The dollar ks being used as a weapon. We re-
alty see that this ts so. | think that this isa big

[EGMLTEE] FOREIGN POLICY & STRATEGY |

pa
test, 1l

the
January 10,

Notably, the US Office of Foreign Assets
Control has set a deadline of February 27 for
the delivery of all crude cargoes that were
loaded on sanctioned vessels prior to 10
January.

Engaging with the Taliban

India's Foreign Secretary has met with the Taliban Foreign Minister, India’s highest-level contact with the
regime since it came to power. The meeting was the culmination of the incremental progress of India’s
policy of ‘cautious engagement’ with the Taliban. How has it negotiated the relationship since 2021?

SHUBHAJIT ROY

BACK IN 2000, following a meeting with
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeed, the Taliban en-
voy to Pakistan, Vijay K Nambilar. India's High
Commussioner to Islamabad at the time., as-
sessed the chances of engagement with the
regime in Kabul as bleak.

“I realised that there was no way in which
we (Taliban and India) are going to be truly
connected with each other in any kind of an
understanding,” he said, according to
Avinash Paliwal’s book, My Enemy's Enemy:
India in Afighanistan, from the Soviet tnvasion
to the LS Withdrawal (2017),

Nambiar believed that the Taliban were
firmly in the “Pakistand aircle of reasoning”,

In Kabul had their first publicised meeting
with Muttagl,

A moment for engagement

In thedr conversations with key Taliban
leaders, Indian officials have got the sense
that the Taliban are “ready to engage”, and

try's infrastructure, They are also facing chal-
lenges in governance and capacity, as many
trained Afghans have left the country.

On s part, New Delhs would not like to be
left behind other countries, including China,
who are making significant inroads in
A(gmnlmn While questions have been

nking its

tha push sit

uation of wormen in Afghanistan, New Delhy

has said it Is committed to the welfare of the

people of that country, and would act in a

“realistic manner”,
The

1 and global.

mlﬂ\i«:rm ry Vikram Misel met the Acting Foreign Minister of Afghani
han Muttagi in Dubai on January 8. xeuiAnds

uud lhecwn‘ml had been “limsed”, md

which made it difficult for India N
engage with them,

A quarter century later, India’s Foreign
i«m.yV\krvalmewl this month led

of senior dipl ata

substantive meeting in Dubal with Amir
Khan Muttagl, Foreign Minister of the sec-
ond Taliban regime,

mmblr in the way they 'h.mdlr“ ludu s
Am-v the Taliban

Forelgn Minsster Muttagl,
Lager that same month, New Delhi sent
aid for the Afghan people impacted by a
in the Khost

y

with very little representation for ethnic mi-
noritles. India called

for an “inclusive dispensation”, As an “im-
mediate neighbour and a lru-nd to |me

The meeting was the cul of the

i India‘s “canti
gagernent” with the Taliban who took power
in Kabul after the Ashraf Ghy

concern’” to India, New Delhi said
I)ay; earller, then ISI chief Gen Faiz

collapsed three and a half years ago.

First contact in Doha
On August 31, 2021, hours after the last
US military aircraft left Afghanistan, India
made its first official contact with the Taliban
~ at the request of the new rulers in Kabul,
Ambassador to Qatar Deepak Mittal met
Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzal, head of
the Taliban political office in Doha, at the
Indian embassy.
Afer

Hameed to Kabul to guide the
“Taliban in thelr appointments,

‘Technical team' in Kabul

That September, India described the
Taliban as “those in positions of power and
authocity across Afghanistan®, acknowledg-
Ingthe group asa state actor for the flest time,

Then, in December. India sent 1.6 tonnes
of essential medicines to Afghanistan, sig-
nalling a potitical call taken in New Delhi to

Stanekzal, e of Afgh ileal i wi
an alumnus of the (ndian Military Acaderny  dow to engage with the Taliban,
(IMA) Detadun who would become Deputy June 2022, an officlal indsan del-

IntheT;
had sald India was “very important for this
subcontinent”, and the Taliban wanted to
continue “cubtural”, “economic®, *political”,
and “trade ties” with kndia “like in the past”,
Days after the Doha meeting. then
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla

egation vissted Kabul for the first time after
the Tal

of our humanitarian assistance” to
Afghanistan,

The team led by | PSingh, Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of External Affairs, met

has been
highly dymmx since lhr Taliban came to
power. |

over the last year as a result of lsraeli miitary
actions and the collapse of the Bashar al-
Assad regime In Syria; Russia's grim war in
Ukraine is cose to completing theee years;
and the US awaits the return of Donald
humo 1o the White House.

le, the Tallban's original bene-

factor and ally, Pakastan, has turned into a
deadly adversary, having carried out at east
\de.

aCabinet vi Ty f the country, and also
took the step of inga
“technical teany® at the Indian embassy in
Kabul to coordinate the delivery of aid.
Ing the 'l'amn;.\h-mef.
Afghan embassy in Delhi

I'D;I and pushed back large numbers of
Alfghan refugees across the Durand Line.
India, which has been watching the state

In December 2022, Ind:
cerm over the banning of wamen from uni-
versities, and renewed its call for an inclu-
sive government that ensures equal rights
for women and girls in all aspects of Afghan
soclety. The MEA spokesperson referred to
UN Security Council Resolution 2593,
adopted on August 30, 2021 under India's
presidency, which talked about the need to
uphold human rights and women's rights,
and sought a negotiated political settlement

'J'PL'V‘
I engagement — I

it lc to not lose its years of investment in
Alghanistan.

India's core concem remains security —
to ensure that no anti-India terrorist group
Is allowed to operate from Afghan territory,

India has dispatched lange quantities of
humanitarian, medical, and food aid to
Afghanistan, and discussed the rehabilita-
tion of refugees and the strengthening of
cricket tes.

Inh

Misri, Muttagl asked

in Afghanistan.
In October 2023, the Afgh. bassy in
Delhi ceased operations citing paucity

of resources and personnel, and the fulure
10 “meet expectations..to serve the best in-
terests of Afghanistan®. After the
Ambassador appointed by the Ashraf Ghani
government relinquished control, two
Afghan diplomats posted in Mumbai and
Hyderabad volunteered to run the mission.

In January 2024, Indian diplomats based

India to issue visas to Afghan businessmen,
patients, and students, However, thes is com-
plicated: India does not officlally recognise
the Taliban government, there are security
threat perceptions, and there ks no functional
visa section a the Indlan embassy in Kabul.

mmmmummmm?:m«m

d h nall 34

~ this, indeed, is an important commitment,

What California wildfires could mean forthe 2028 Los Angeles Olympics

MIHIR VASAVDA
NEW DELHI JANUARY 17

mdmahﬂhmmnrm-lumu hewas

reported to have

Wasserman said he had received

Trump's

CASSEY hy

mittee head of the Los Angeles Olympics,
on Wednesday night met United States
President-elect Donald Trump at his villain
Mar-a-Lago, Flonida,

“This meeting came amid growing calls,
Inchuding from T s conservative base,
to relocate the 2028 Olympics from LA to
Dallas or Miamd, due to the unprecedented

have: and

reduced toashes.

can be proud of”,

Why Trump's support matters
The LAOlympics are scheduled to begin
14,2028, The Games were awarded
wurummzow.ammrnmpmmm
and the Pressdent-elect. an avid sports fan,
will be In the final months of his second

‘When they emerged from the room,
Trump and Wasserman seemed to have
doused the Olympic fire, “These are
America's  Olympics,”  Trump told

according to Axsos, 0 are
mone impartant than ever to LA, and I'm go-
Ing to be supportive in every way possible

torm when they are held. Los Angeles last
hosted th 1984,

to"de-
liver a safe and successful Games [the US|

the Olympics. Move them to Dallas or In the middie of such a crisis, oritics sy,
Miamd, sotheworld's athletes cancompete  the Olympics —a l'May spectacie that will
ina place capable of actually safiely build- mlAawmmu $7 ballionand draw 15
Mike Bonin, a former Los Angeles City Others have wontmd il the pl.mm?
Councll member who voted in support of — and preparation for the Games will
the Olymipics, was quoted as saying by The  fected because of the inferna,
New York Thmes: “it calls into Although none of the 50
question the city's ability to planmd venues have been
deliver the This Is impacted, the Riviera Country
cause for elected nmcuh w© SPORTS C Iub, scheduled to host the
ask que Olympic golf tournarment, and
Isthis e 2" Basin Area, which
will host archery, BMX, and skateboarding
Cancelling or shifting events, are close to areas ravaged by the

“could risk Mmmlnn an uninsurable
mega-event”.

“We must ask if these disasters could
happen again, even during the Games,” he
was quoted as saying.

A University of California study ob-
served that *high-severity wildfires in
California have been increasing by about
10 per decade since 1964°, the last time LA
hosted the Olympics,

Rebranding the Games
Any talk of cancelling or shifting the
Games has been dismissed so far. Not just
the Olympics, Los Angeles ks also one
mulnnhlh&ﬂmmg(upmlm.
) y by

the Olympics,
Californda governor Gavin Newsom has
rebranded the 2028 Olympics as the

“Recovery Games”, Speaking to N8C, the

Olympics’ main broadcaster, he under-

Lined “all that opportunity and that pride

and spirit” that comes from hosting the

Olymrlu, the Super Bowl, and the FIFA
Q

up.
“But also the opportunity, | think, to re-
build at the same time, And that's why
we're already organising a Marshall Plan.
Wealready have a team [that's]. .. reimag-
Inugul,&uﬁwcmxmkummy
one's included,” he told NBC,
nmnnumtlhmnuumlhmylmx

Trumg's support for the LA Games comes The wildfires — that have thus far  wildfires, Even the Rose Bowl Stadium,
at a time when many conservative volces, — clalmed 24 lives, devastated more than 150 which will host hes, Is within
xch, 1 square k and yed some  the evacuation zone in Pasadena
called for the games to be refocated. 10,000 structures — have bed many to ques- smmc)udka,aplufﬂmrdlpnn
“The Los Angeles OOymplu shouldbe  tionthe There-  and at Skema
cancelled. are ly esti-  Business Srhool. was qumtd as saying by
anuhydlm,ywmtqulmedmm-t mated to be $135 biltion, the website inside The Games that LA 2028

epaper.indianexpress.com

aﬂmbythrwildﬂmlhmlulbemm
talk of moving the matches

That sad, the FIFA \Mmd Cupln 2026,
and lhr Super Ilowl in 2027 are not ex-
pected asmuch as

Games h

to transform a region dfvumed bya
calamity. The organisers of the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics (held in 2021 ) used the Games to
lift morale following the earthqualke and
nuclear disaster that hit Japan in 2011

--Ahmﬂ.bcd.
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Rescue workers go down 300 metres in search of the men who have been missing ever since the mine in Kalamat! in Dima Hasoa district of Assam flooded on January 6, 2025, KITU RAJ KONWAR

Dying for black gold

On January 6, a rathole mine in As

A

s Dima Hasao district was flooded., trapping nine men. More than 10 days

after the incident, only four bodies have been retrieved. Though banned, rat-hole mining, which is dangerous
but lucrative, continues unabated in Assam and Meghalaya, Rahul Karmakar reports on the incident and the
prevalent practice that provides livelihoods while claiming lives

Dima Hasao

ajib Barman, 39, had heard that the
job of a rat-hole miner was hazar
dous, but he chose to do it because
he had a debt of 160,000 to pay off. A
resident of Sitlabazar village in western Assam’s
Kokrajhar district, Barman decided to work at
the Kalamati mine in the Umrangso area of Dima
Hasao district via a middleman. He hoped to
bring home 90,000 by working in the mine for
two manths at about 21,500 per day - more than
thrice the usual wage in the rural parts of Assam,
This translated into earning 90100 per kilo
gramme of coal extracted at an average of 15 car
tloads of the fossil fuel stripped off the mine.

On January 6, 2025, Barman descended into
the dark pit for the first day of mining. "The sar
dar (supervisor of miners) had told us the pre
vious night that we could start working as the wa
ter that had accumulated in the mine had been
drained out," Barman says. "We went down 250
feet below the ground at 4:30 a.m. and began
working inside one of the tunnels.”

Barman's body ached as he was working in an
awkward position for the first time. After more
than two hours, he decided to take a break and
crawled back towards the mouth of the tunnel,
Rat-holes are the labyrinthine passages that
branch out from 300-foot-deep pits.

A few feet from the opening, Barman heard
screams and the sound of gushing water
growing louder. “Seconds later, | was
swept into the pit,” he recalls, "I man

aged to clamber up the chain of the crane
(used to haul coal) and get out. But my three
room-mates could not make it”

So far, of the nine miners trapped inside, only
four bodies have been recovered. Search and res
cue operations by the Indian Army, Navy, the Na
tional Disaster Response Foree, and the State Dis
aster Response Force were on for the others, but
five days ago, Navy divers were withdrawn from
the operations. While dewatering of the mine
continues, the government has assessed it coukd
take up to 60 days to drain out all the water,

On January 16, the Assam Cabinet approved a
Judicial inquiry into the tragedy and decided to
constitute a Special Investigation Team to probe
the incident, one of the deadliest in recent times,
It also decided to frame a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) to enforce a blanket ban on rat-hole
mining in Assam apart from sealing some 220
pits surveyed so far,

Dangers lurk below
For Raju Basumatary, 55, this is the second time a
disaster like this has taken place. The first time
this happened was at Ksan in Meghalaya's coal
rich East Jaintia Hills district on December 13,
2018, Then too, he was about 200 metres from
the pit that devoured some of his fellow miners,
These, though, are not the only mishaps that
Basumnatary has encountered in 26 years as i rat
hole miner. He came to Kalamati from the Khlich
rlat area of Meghalaya four years ago.
“Khibakhibi hotye thaakhe (S hing or the
other keeps happening),” he says, rattling off all
the possibilities. “A miner slips to death in the pit,
another is asphyxiated, somebody else dies after
smelling toxic gas, the fourth drowns,."

ee

The el
tag has only
Increased
the price of
coal: it has
not stopped
mining

AGNES
KHARSHIING
Antl mineg
activist

Basumatary says miners put themselves at risk
in the dark depths of the earth, All they have is a
torch strapped to their head to guide them. *Still,
the money is good and it is guaranteed as long as
you extract coal during the season,” he says.

The “season” he refers to is the mining period
between November and March, During the first
two months of this period, workers invariably
drain the water that fills the mines, which are of
ten interlinked beneath the ground, because of
rainfall and seepage from April to October.

Then they craw! into the mines and using pick
axes, extract coal from the walls of a rectangular
tunnel that is 2.3 metres high or shovel about 20
kg of coal lumps onto a cart. They drag this to the
mouth of the tunnel. Large metal troughs, oper
ated with pulleys from a crane, haul a tonne or
two of the coal to the surface,

Joseph Soren, 40, was in charge of loading the
coal onto one of the troughs eased down from a
crane when disaster struck on January 6. He was
the last of the 23 miners who made it after help-
inyg those who could not swim escape first.

“I heard shouts of ‘water, water!' and rum
bling sounds. Before | could figure anything out,
water carrying the miners shot out of the tun
nels. We grabbed anything - the chains from the
crane, the pipe of a water pump, ropes thrown
down from people above - to save ourselves,
The murky, stinging water made our eyes burn as
we moved up. | struggled to keep my head above
the water level,” he says.

Soren, who is from western Assam’s Chirang
district, has worked in half a dozen mines in the
Umrangso area, of which Kalamati is a part, over
as many seasons, but he now has second
thoughts about continuing mining. But then, the
payment per season is good enough for his fami
ly of five to last at least a year.

The money was good enough for Ganga Baha
dur Shresth, 38, of Nepal's Rampur village, to tra-
vel three days from his home to & mine each sea
son, suys his wife, Sushila Ral. His was the first of
the four bodies retrieved by rescue workers from
the Kalamati mine. “His income from mining
made our lives quite comfortable but he never let
us know how dangerous his work was, We found
this out too late,” says Rai, a mother of three.

Shresth came with more than 20 workers
from Nepal to work in Umrangso. Among them
wis Lijan Magar, 27, who also lost his lfe. His was
the second body to be retrieved. “We started liv.

Rescue workers search for the missing miners. RITU RAI KONWAR

ing here after our wedding two years ago. | don't
know where to go with our two-month-old baby,"
says Junu Pradhan, Magar's wife.

The other two bodies retrieved were of Khushi
Mohan Roy, 57, from Kokrajhar district's Fakira:
gram, who was one of Barman's room-mates; and
of Sarat Goyari, 37, who hailed from Thailapara in
north-central Assam's Sonitpur district.

‘A huge scam’

For Assam’s landless or marginal farmers such as
Mohammed Saifuddin Ahmed of Dalgaon in Dar
rang district, all roads lead to the mines when fa
mily expenditure exceeds income. The last time
the 55year-old worked in a coal mine was in
March 2012, three months before 15 miners died
in a flooded mine at Nongalbibra in Meghalaya's
South Garo Hills district. The mishap, and a peti
tion filed by the All Dimasa Students' Union of As-
sam, led to the National Green Tribunal (NGT)
banning rat-hole coal mining in Meghalaya on
April 17, 2044, Upheld by the Supreme Court later,
the ban was extended to the other States in the
Northeast. “But circumstances made me return
to mining after all these years because, ban or
not, no other job pays as much,” Ahmed says.

The Ksan incident in 2018 and Kalamati now
make it evident that the ban has largely been on
paper. In Meghalaya, the Justice (retired) B.P. Ka
takey-headed , which was appointed
by the High Court of Meghalaya in April 2022 to
investigate ongoing illegal coal mining and tran

P U to receive ¢ I One
of the new complaints the panel has received re-
lates to illegal mining in Nongalbibra, where the
process of banning rat-hole mines began.

“The illegal tag has only increased the Krﬁx of
coal; it has not stopped mining," says Shillong
based antimining activist Agnes Kharshiing, who
survived a violent attack by coal mine owners in
2018, “Hundreds of trucks continue to transport
coal on the highways feeding the coke units and
cement plants, You can see mounds of freshly ex
tracted coal on the roadside. The police, politi-
clans, bureaucrats, landowners... almost all of
them are involved.” In 2023, the High Court of
Meghalaya made a similar observation, saying
the complicity of the State with the mafia operat-
Ing illegal coal mines was “clear and obvious™.

The tribal land ownership system in Megha-
laya, a Sixth Schedule State, is often cited to justi
fy the rampant mining since the 1980s. A provi:
sion of the Sixth Schedule calls for tribal land and
resources to be protected. Another empowers
the District and Regional Councils to grant licens
es or leases for the extraction of minerals within
their jurisdiction. Some council administrators
and landownery believe that no one can interfere
in their operations within their territory.

‘The Sixth Schedule applies to Dima Hasao, a
district governed by a Bharatlya Janata Party
(RIP)led autonomous tribal council. Autonomy
means limited invovement of the BJP-Jed Assam
government in the affairs of the council.

“That, however, does not mean that the heads
of the two governments cannot collude to share
the spoils of a high-yielding illegal operation,”
says Jagadish Bhuyan, a former minister, who
had filed Right to Information requests seeking
details about rat-hole mining in Assam. He is also
the general secretary of the Assam Jatlya Parish
ad, a political party borne out of the anth-Citizen
ship (Amendment) Act movement in 2019,

“If a worker risks his life for 21,500-2,000 a
day, imagine the stakes the mine owners and eve
ryone else along the chain has, to keep the illegal
operations going. It is naive to think that the
Centre is unaware of the illegal coal trade in As
sam and elsewhere in the Northeast,” he says.

Bhuyan continues, “Look at the chronology of
events. Soon after the mishap, the Chiel Minister
tweeted that the mine appeared to be illegal.
Then he sald the mine was abandoned 12 years

I a worker risks his life for T.500-2000 a
clay, Imagine the stakes the mine owners and
everyone else along the chain has, to keep
the lllegal operations golng.

JAGADISH BHUYAN
Farmer mikser

ago, butwas under the Assam Mineral Develop,
ment Corporation Limited (AMDCL). The Go-
vernment of India, which owns fossil fuels and
minerals under the earth, suspended the
AMDCL's operating license 12 years ago. So, the
AMDCL has no right to extract coal and neither
does it have the right to mine or trade OB coal.”
OB refers to the layers of soll, rock, ete, that need
to be removed to extract coal,

The Assam Congress president, Bhupen Ku
mar Borah, says tllegal coal mining in Umrangso,
about 260 kilometres from Guwahati, was just
the tip of the 'Syndicate Raj’ iceberg in the State.
“lllegal syndicates are controlling everything, If
Assam Is really under the control of Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma, he should be aware of
the coal syndicate. That it has been allowed to op-
erate for years explaing the government's silence
on Debolal Gorlosa and his wife,” he says.

Politics of former rebels

Gorlosa is the chief executive member (CEM) of
the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council,
which administers the Dima Hasao district. After
the mine flooded, Opposition parties fished out
an invoice that was issued to Kanika Hojal, Gorlo-
sa's wife, for buying OB coal, or overburden coal,
from the AMDCL.

While Gorlosa is incommunicado, his aides be-
lieve that he is being targeted. Gordosa used to be
the commander-in-chief of the Dima Halam Dao
gah, an armed group which was disbanded in
2013, “Once mauled by militancy, Dima Hasao
district had three CEMs in as many years before
Gorlosa, He ensured peace, stability, and deve
lopment. Some falled leaders of the Dima Halam
Daogah, who are desperate to be in power, are
carrying out a smear campaign against him,”
claims one of his aides.

Meanwhile, others believe that Punish Nunisa,
who was arrested for allegedly operating the
mine llegally, has been made the scapegoat to
keep the focus off the “real culprits”.

Money matters

Amid the blame game, the AMDCL has come un-
der the scanner for allegedly doing what it is not
authorised to do, which is mining coal or residue.

In the line of fire, Anand Natarajan, the
AMDCL's Managing Director, insists that the Cor-
poration has not set a foot wrong. "I am being
maligned for reviving the corporation that once
strugged to pay salaries to its employees. Apart
from helping increase the State’s revenue, we ac:
juirul acoul block in Jharkhand and won the bid-

ling for two coal blocks in Assam - Garampani in
Dima Hasao and Koilajan in the Karbi Anglong
district - more than a year ago,” he says, Natara
Jan adds thae the AMDCL was the first to lodge an
FIR relating to the Kalamati mine, which is 850
metres beyond the area under its Garampani
block. The Indian Forest Service officer also says
the dealing in OB coal was within the legal ambit.
“If we don't use the OB coal lying in our depot for
ages, our revenue will drop,” he says.

Miners Basumatary and Ahmed worry that
their incomes will drop too because of the inci
dent. “We won't go hungry as long as there is de-
mand for coal. Maybe, we should let the dust set-
tle and wait for the next offer,” Basumatary says.
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WORDLY WISE

'HE OBLIGATION OF EVERY PERSON BORN IN A

SAFER ROOM TO OPEN THE DOOR WHEN SOMEONE
IN DANGER KNOCKS. — Dina Naveri
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A PEACE THAT HOLDS

Israel-Hamas ceasefire is belated but enormously welcome,
This moment must not be squandered

cmsmns However i i

1 ized

than actof ter-
that has left a region devas-
umd over 46,000 dead. many of them children — and which threatens
1o engulf much of West Aua itisa ruwn fof ﬂumms hope, Israel and
of ne-

H I

Budget priorities must facilitate an improvement in

conditions of production

AsHIMA GOYAL

DEVELOPMENT AND STRUCTURAL reforms
tend to dominate thinking on macroeco-
nomic policy in India which is undesstand-
able given the growth imperative. Post the

duce a robust recovery by eﬂ«r;tvery
smoothing external shocks — the cycle also

yuxmmﬂmdmmmuruﬂmwhmm begin on January 19,
Hamas has agreed to release 33 Israedi hostages, including men, women md children

Slowing government spending during
the election months is one reason for the
the Upto the end of

over 50 and Israed will rel peis Alittle over a f hase 1,
ulhmmpkmmlvuphanlw\llhwn theunulnm;hmmmmbemum
from Gaza. Finalty, in

November, the Centre had spent only 462
per cent of m uwul expenditure target

the third phase, the hope is that the 1 Il begin under the aegis of Ithough pros i)
UNagencies, Egypt and Qatar. per cent hwm States have spent only Rs
Thy The ques- he Rs 15 trillion made avail-

able for capex b

tion that arises, then, is: Why was it
M’l mmmmmmm.mm-mmmummmm

policy require the government to spend
moreor tocut taxes ? it should certainly meet

sdldamnnlmumnhlmlmh‘sm

hostages, While much of his rhetoric was directed at the katter, he also sent signals to the
Benjamin Netaryahu government by, for example, reposting a | video
annﬁmmmmlxMyMKonmmlnﬁupthlM
Social,

above 7 per cent of GDP
~ one of the highest in the world. Interest

Th allies; o

eat up as much as 19 per cent of
(he Crmne s upendnum Falling debt and

hlldmmpuwlmmudanymnnmﬁr right parties. The unpredictability of

attitude ahead of week may have pushed Israel
into a ceasefire, mummnuan.mm,mummmwm by both sides.
W!Wanﬁﬂnamw:mmmmhmnmmm&t

Since the slowdown followed that In
public investment, despite revenue expen-
diture being maintained, it is clear that bet-
ter quality of spending itself provides stim-
the share of pubh(

Last year zhr budget had
k for

spending can release resources for this, m
incentives are required, more than re-
sources, to increase investment. For exam-

Reports of both sid ulus — 50
-n.; the ceasefire the first Mm m““"'u" investment must continue,
mehdmlllsmmul'sbeﬂuwm as well as of the other major ac-
3 h msmeﬂmmpmamhmmpexr

that have helped in-

|mmm~nmmmmmnummmmumnmdm

ple,
crease states’ capex must continue.

UAE and spinit alestinian
awulunswhu:h unn’y pouible ifall sides act in good faith, Delh too has stakes in the

friends in the Gulf

players.
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It

A MATTER OF SKILLS

QS World Future Skills Index shows India's market is ready for
new technologies. But education system needs to reboot

despm tax cuts, showing that resources
alone do not deliver, High growth and prof-
its have raised the ratso of private corporate
savings from around 1 per cent of GDP be-
fore the lmmanmr*nlmenml

beteer rmnlinal ion with
states. Food supply should
be a focus area. Another is
simplifying regulations. The
Centre tells us they have
removed thousands of
archaic laws, but businesses
do not find life to be any
casier. The simplification has

non-business income offset by an invest-

dlwmlmmdﬂm:mmly

ment tax credit, in addition to | the past
to ralse employment. sewul maonths,

lﬂ:: as domestic savings are under- But agricultural marketing reforms are
i . " ; |
economy normally exceed our current ac-  adopeed private markets and allowed direct
count deficit, which is the excess of invest-  farm gate sales, although only 14 have noti-
mmmrmﬂnmadbylnwm- fiedd the rules. There s
ings Soiti to devel supply

hastoact on ‘nu chains and

K-shaped d asthe

Yy

d o werdone, A num-

ber of recent independent as well as official

moce profits than those who relled on MSP
mumududdwuwpmduenm

surveys show good overall
growth (8-9 per cent last year, GDP data
7.3 per cent lower in-

farmers.
. usl yur' the budget had pmpoud a

come groups.

Studies show the Indian middle class
broadly defined s large, but numbers are
concentrated at the bottom, Thas 31 per cent
(432 million) were in the Rs 5-31 lakh per
annum bracket in 2021, The market for FIMCG
goods is that size. But one estimate of those
with annual income of Rs 8 lakh or more is
only 5 per cent 60 million) in 2023, Since -

thase of Piketty that use income tax data, give
unrealistic tiny middle class numbers.

anlonnu;nnlymmtmmmp.llf

better
states. Food supply should hubtuusu
:nulhil.l‘i simplifying regulations, The

of archaic laws, but businesses do not find

lifle to be any easier, The simplification has to

percolate down to the second and third tier

of government, reaching local officials who
i States

reforms as they compete for GCC centres.
As cost push inflation falls, interest rates
can come down, Low real interest rates are
one of the most effective incentives to in-
crease demand, with the large number of
Indn 's young buying houses and equipping
arenot

1o be slow, Poverty has fallento s per cent. A

ll\ellmwowum-mrymu matters. The
that conservative macroeco-

bility, especially at the lower end. Products
created for these price-sensitive groups will
do well, Income tax cuts foe lower slabs can

further increase their spending and ras’ur
h d. It is also fair

nomic policy is required in response to
Trump and geo-economic fragilities, goes
back to the old way of thinking that neg-
lects our ability, demonstrated during the
to counter external shocks us-

since inflation increases real taxes while
eroding real incomes, But the main focus of
tax reform must continue to be on simplifi-
cation, removing loopholes and increasing
the base,

Recent surveys show the food share of

after 2005-06. But pe pi
a 17 5 2007~
08, then fell averaging only 215 per cent over
2015-21, As a result the share of corporate
non-business income has increased four
times, The budget could consider a tax on

toy late down to the
second and third tier of
government, reaching local
officials who interface
with firms.

Mhlenhemsﬁmraﬂ‘
and even in that, processed foods have the

The
cereals share has fallen below vegetables.

emment

in-
come groups, Vegetable supply is the mast

ing our size, economic diversity and strate-

gic policy stimuli,
Budget priorities, to be aligned to the
needs of lmemlmw. mﬂt' facilitate an ln-

more can be pmmnd and made mluhle
at lower prlus Juu resources will not
ach are

essential.

The writer is former member,
Monetary Policy Committee and
Professor Emeritus, IGIDR

MI:IMISUIALGMMR" lls Indlex has job market as

iy to the US in terms for ady d digital and

But the report also th
muuplunmu-wfeatm 991 per cent - in

market preparedness, India is placed 25th overall in terms of capacity to hamess the op-
opened up by new In other words, while job advertisements

QS show that ol

nologies, ds. Ascoreof
591 percunlnur'wlnf‘pm mmnmiommwmmam

IT’s NoT YOUr BMI, Sturip

Human bodies are too complex for one-size-fits-all prescriptions

PooJA PiLral

arap-

long underlined by industry bodies, As the Q8 report also paints out, across
Indiaarehi leani bty b

Idly changing economic landscape”,
The AllIndi ANCTEYs latest d:
embrace advanced The fact that nearly two out of three post-

graduate seats in India's engineering colleges were vacant last year shows that M-tech
ddition, The AICTE! legy

largely pertai h and libraries and human

mmmuhauxfemndmmlnﬂewmﬁmnmdmhluhm

nandate N.mbuudmmm

«cyber security — is in line with NEs vision of

!nrmdumum is
chall andion donot always

attract the best faculty. The country needs to find ways t add to its pool of educatoes and
of-thy

EASE IS THE name of the game. Just as one
can easily shed kilos now, thanks to “mira-
cle” drugs like Ozempic, Zepbound and
Saxenda, one can determine whether said
kilos need shedding at all, thanks to the
easy-peasy method of calculating Body
Mass Index (BMI). From gov websites to

s BMI
s usually presented as the first step towards
better health, The higher the BMI, the
greater the need for interventions like ex-
ercise and diet control — maybe even drugs
and surgery. Simple. But also, as it turns out,

P ; $ has calied for an overhaul of
That For starters, smaller d our citi =
i has the IITs to train theis faculty, BMLwhi had the peculiar
mdtmmmmmmwmmmmmm A effectof and  What the Lancet' report
htir' s sl czmeBMldaesnolpmde‘ lamm::* foctines, In fact 1 how
179 per cent. over Y ane section of the QS index, ture of heaith: Neither s ita dummas':e lietle we rlnd:fsund alnm»l
SERTIES ol SV of fat, nor does it give accurate the of bones,
apidly v about how fat is distributed in an individ- flesh and blood that is the
ual's body. It frequently fails to capture the mortal coil — and by

PERILS OF CONQUEST

Earthis not only celestial body scarred by human desire — Moon
isnow on the list of threatened heritage

true state of health of a person who may
have excess body fat, while having “healthy*

extension, how limited our

BML A just ling is about the
while a person’s BMI may indicate they're actual state of our bodies.
“obese”, their organs and bodily function Space may be the final
:',:ynfh“:l"“l' with nosigns or symploms frontier, but :h! original,

n BMI is quered fronticr
long overds Ithas remains the human body.
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“The planet Iiﬂupzdbyll\uhteuﬂmumfnmo‘hwmnwmrt which has
wmﬂmmmmm the reservoirs, the glaciers, the rivers,

[ about
health to mere numbers on a scale. It has
played a role in perpetuating myths about
what a healthy or fit person looks like (thin)
as against one who is not (fat ), with associ-
ated sub-myths that attach subjective val-
ves like beauty, worth and efficency to

individual's appearance.
What the Lancer report underlines, in
fact, is how little we about the

all, the great joke that kicked off Jerome K

Jerome's Three Men in a Boat is not that the

narrator used a medical book to conclude

that he suffered from “every malady but

housemaid's knee", but that every one of us

has, at some point, arrived at exactly that
In the digital age. these anxieti

seem to have entered some sort of hyper-
speed mode thanks to the vast amounts of

combination of bones, flesh and blood that
Is the mortal codl — and by extension, how
limited our understanding is about the ac-

that the right (wrong?) device
and pullup. BMI
is Iu one of the many widely-misunder-

nal frontier, but the original, uncol
frontier remains the human body, This is
nnma!um that medical wxﬂllm who
evidence,
e:pmence patient history and gut feeling
~ their clmlr‘al "}:mmt In other words

can trigger panic and over-
mmon Over the pm d«aﬂe ohunlve
calo-

ries, heart rate.
has been linked to conditions like clinical
anxiety and eating disorders.

The problem is that this acknowledge-
ment of the gaps in medicine — that the nght
diagnosis, the best cure, the fullest under-
standing, are still in the future — fails to

lyof ge beologacad
ables, but also socio-economic conditions,
habits and that most unreliable factor
lenowm as huck, One diagnosis does not fit all,
a fact that must be underined, especially at

trickle down into the wider culture,evenas  a time when “miracle” drugs used to treat
medical by widely-used like dhbelu am being widely
10 self-(mis)di This is Can

by
not something that began during the Covid-
1] pandmuc but it was certainly not im-
jed by it, Our larger anxieties about our
— are we getting enough sleep/wa-
ter/protein? ls it gas/ IBS/ lymphosarcoma
haveal d. After

the Lancer report’s nll lnr anuanced ap-
proach to identifying obesity help _dupel

reliability ol' ;v'::r: numbers?
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Inflation matrix

December’s price rise numbers
do not ring in enough relief

n the final inflation print before the Union
l Budget for 2025.26 Is presented, followed by

the first review of the monetary policy led
by the new Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) in early February, the price rise faced by In-
dian consumers eased to 5.22% in b

India’s real growth rate and the forecast

real GDP growth of 6.4% and a nominal

GDP growth of 9.7%. These numbers
have fallen short of the Reserve Bank of India's
revised growth estimate of 6.6% for real GDP, as
in its December 2024 monetary policy statement
and 10.5% for nominal GDP growth as in the
202425 Union Budget presented in July 2024,

‘The annual growth of 6.4% can be seen as

consisting of 6% growth in the first half and 6.7%
growth in the second lull' There is, thus, a clear
1 over the Q2 growth of

he First Advance Estimates (FAE) of
T National Accounts for 2024-25 show a

Although a four-month low, this still marked only
a mild decline from November's 5.5% uptick in
the Consumer Price Index (CP1), and was langely
driven by a sequential easing in food prices. Food
inflation moderated from over 9% in the
month to 8.4% last month, and though
in vegetables cooled from 20,3% to 26.6%, it still
ll 3 holds still forked
outalot liMrmuhtMlMydMawu
ago - it must be recalled that overall inflation was
5.7% and food price rise, over 9.5% in December
2023, While prices of some food items, including
vegetables, are seen cooling further this month,
those of a few critical ingredients have started
spiking, including of edible oils, that rose at a 33-
month high pace of 14.6% in December. Eggs,
meat and fruits alvo saw inflation accelerating last
month along with the relatively mmo
(up 68.2%). Moreover, inflation in
es has gained pace, signalling that there is room
for higher costs to be passed on to consumers for
food ftems as well as manufactured products.
The government and industry want the RBI o
cut Imzu»n rates to

5.4%, The sharp  fall in 202425 annual GDP
growth from that of the previous year at 8.2% is
seen only in the case of GDP. With respect to
Gross Value Added (GVA), this difference,
between 7.2% and 6.4%, is much less, On the GVA
side, it was the manufacturing sector which
suffered a sharp fall in sectoral growth from 9.9%
in 2023-24 to 5.3% in 2024-25.

Growth prospects for 202526
The Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate at
constant prices has ranged between 33,3% and
33.5% during 202122 to 202425, Thus, it appears
to have stabilised around 33.4%. It s expected to
cantinue at this level in 2025.26, The average
Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) has been
marginally higher than 5 in recent years.
Assuming ICOR to be 5.1 in 202526, we may
consider a 6.5% real GDP growth to be realistic,
‘There may not be much change in the global
economy even though Donald Trump's
assumption of office may create more
uncertainty. India will have to largely depend on
! demand,

and Mlnznd rowth Impulm by looking through
“volatile' inflation. But even industry cap-
tadns admit that just keeping food prices out of
the interest rates and growth-inflation balanci

In particular, the Government of India has to
ensure that there is no relaxation in its
investment expenditure. In fact, the slightly lower

growth in 202425 is largely linked to the should be designed to acoelerate private
slowdown in the Government of India’s investment as well,
Investment growth which has remained negative
t ()12.3% even after eight months into the fiscal Medium- to long term growth prospects
year, Over a period of next five years, the best that
With a lower nominal GDP growth in 2024-25 India may hope for is a steady real GDP growth
G Rangarajan of 9.7% as compared to the budgeted nominal rate of 6.5%, This is in line with the International
is former Chairman, GDP growth of 10.5%, the budgeted Gross Tax Monetary Fund's real GDP growth projection for
Prime Minister's Revenue (GTR) of ¥38.4 lakh crore may not be the Indian economy, as in its October 2024
Economic Advisory realised if the budgeted buoyancy of 1,03 is release, which is at 6.5% over the period 202526
Council, and former maintained. As per Controller General of o 202930, This real GDP growth mhe
Governor, Reserve Accounts (CGA) data, GTR growth for the first accompanied by an implicit price deflator
Sank of indle eight months was 10.7%. If this growth is (PD)based inflation of about 4% which can give a
mllnulntd for the remaining months also, the nominal GDP growth in the range of 10.5%-1%. In
buoyancy would be about L1, which is years in which global conditions improve and the
hiqhenhln the budgeted buoyancy. In such a contribution of net exports to GDP growth
case, tax revenue shortfall will be minimal. In becomes significant, real GDP growth may touch
other words, any revenue constraint or likely even 7%, 1f a real growth of around 6,5% and a
pressure on fiscal deficit would not constrain the | nominal growth in the range of 10.5%1% are
DK, Srivastava government's ability to achieve its capital maintained over the long run with an average
expenditure target of TL1 lakh crore. exchange rate dxm;won af 2.5% per annum,
:::""';:':;‘r:““’- India should be able to reach a per capita GDP
‘m:’m Fo Reason for the dip level consistent with a developed country status
Member, Advisory However, after the first eight months, the level of | in the next two and half decades, But the task is
Councll to the the Government of India's capital expenditure not going to be easy. It will be hard to grow at
Sixteenth Finance has remained limited to 8514 lakh crore, that is 6.5% as the base keeps on inci In fact, in
Commission 46.2% of the Budget tanget. In the remaining four | the earlier years, the growth rate will have to be
months, the Government of India’s capital higher. But, at present, the potential rate of
expenditure may be accelerated, It may still fall growth appears to be 6.5%. However, it can
well short of the target. This has been the main change.
reason for the dip in overall real GOP growth in In the light of a potential growth rate of 6.5%,
2024-25, the achievement of 6.4% in 202425 should not be
Over the next Going forward in 202526, the Government of considered as disappointing. In fact, the
five years. the India will have to continue to rely on an achievement of 8.2% in 2023:24 should be
best that Indla accelerated capital expenditure growth which considered as a flash in the pan. The current
- hope o can be kept at um«muhemmd year's growth rate of 6.4% as in the first advance
iy Bope for for 202425, should be seen in the context of India’s
a steady real capital d can have a favourable effect | p | growth rate.
GDP growth on private investment. The size and the pattern of
rate of 65% the gor The views expresed are peronal

act will not suffice. Moreover, even if the weight-
aplurfwdln lhecl"lllndnmdlnlhewhhlhe
recent b b

results, food prlm trends h.ve a mnth impact
on the sp hold lnd
their inflation nxpecmlonl lnlhbn may yet av
erige 4.5% through January to March, as the RBI
expects, but the central bank that has committed
o await a durable alignment to its 4% goal before
slashing rates, has a difficult call to make in Fe-
bruary. Tangible measures, if any, to ease price
pressures in the Budget, along with some visibil-
ity on the Centre's fiscal glide path, could help tip
the scales for a rate cut cycle to begin soon, if not
next month, There are a few new imponderables
that have compounded the trade-off matrix for
policymakers in North Block as well as Mint
Street - the swift unravelling of the rupee vis-a-vis
the dollar in recent weeks which raises the risk of
importing inflation, among other collateral ef
fects, especially as oil prices have resurged
to multi-month A very nuanced approach
is imperative to avoid fresh missteps.

The of the Indus scri
should not be clouded by politics
T he recent announcement by Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, of a $-million
prize scheme for deciphering the script
of the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC), seems to
have revived popular interest in the subject,
which remains a puzzle to archacologists, histor-
fans and linguists, His invitation for further re-
search was made in the context of the centenary
celebration of the IVC discovery, which was pu-
blished by then chief of the Archaeol | Sur-
vuy of , John Marshall, in September 1924,
Spread across 1.5 million square kilometres in the
territories of modern-day India, Pakistan, and Af-
ghanistan during the Bronze Age (300041500
BCE), the IVC, also known as Harappan Civilisa-
tion, was regarded as complex as the better-
known civilisations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and
China. The Indus civilisation was essentially ur-
ban. Even though there has been a large number
of objects and materials of archacological value
in su) of the IVC, the decipherment of seals
and tablets has not been to the satisfaction of all,
About 20 years ago, a group of western scholars
had argued that writing was not a necessity of an-
clent urban settlements, not even those as mas-
sive as those of the Hara , and that “a hand-
ful of unknown symbols” could no longer be
claimed as evidence of writing. Since then, there
has been an exchange of scholarly views for and
against the theory of the Indus civilisation belng a
highly literate society. It is against this context
that Mr. Stalin’s announcement needs to be seen,
‘There is also a school of thought that there was a
seript which was  “proto-Dravidian”, “non-
Aryan” and “pre-Aryan”. This could be a reason
why a southern State, Tamil Nadu, has made the
offer. The State government has also supported a
study on Indus signy and gratfiti marks of Tamil
Nadu as part of a project of the documentation
and the digitisation of graffi and Tamili (Tamil-
Brahmi)inscribed potsherds of Tamil Nadu,
face certain chal while re-
solving the Indus riddle, There ks a complaint that
the entire database regarding the seals has not
yet been made available in the public domain,
While allowing free access to these resources,
central and State authorities should ensure that
context for them is also provided. More impor-
tantly, studies should be carried out without any
interference. The likelihood of the proposed stu-
dy’s findings going against the established and
particular narrative should not be allowed to
cloud intellectual pursult, There is also scope for
well-coordinated work among South Asian coun-
tries, including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Afghanistan, to unravel the mystery. But if
rollllcnl differences are permitted to adversely
mpact the execution of any such study, the
world, and India, will be much the poorer for it
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The multiple layers of the Gaza ceasefire

ust days before the swearing in of United relgning in Israel's military posturing. It bs in all available for lasting peace.
J States President-elect Donald Trump, and a likeliness not a coincidence that the Israeli The prevailing situation of this status quo,
frwhnurlht{omouw President Joe leadership agreed to the deal - which, in parallel | despite the ceasefire, can be leveraged by Mr.
Biden gave his final address to the American with Hamas, it has scuttled many times - tosend | Netanyahu in case Hamas resumes attacks against
people on January 15, 2025, llnel and Hamas a message of partnership and resolve to Mr. Israeli territories and populations, In such a
announced that the long-elusive ceasefire Trump. Mr. hu will be able to approach
agreement over Gaza had been struck. The state Kabli Landa Why Mr. Netanyahu would go out of the way to | Mr. Trump from a vantage point, having agreed to
of Qatar, long stuck in between as a mediator, is Deputy Director and | court Mr. Trump, even after the Israeli leader was | the Hamas deal. A return to tacties at
sadd the deal was to take effect from January 19, Fellow, Strategic invited by the Republicans to address a joint this juncture will in all likeliness come with the
2025, a day before Mr. Trump takes charge. An Studies Programme, session of Congress in July 2024, is a question full support of Mr. Trump, manoeuvring the
exchange of Israeli hostages and Palestinian Observer Research that has a simple answer, Mr. Trump prioritises Isrweli position back to one of strength - like one
prisoners is at the centre of this lity over policy. Agreeing to this deal with | it enjoyed under Mr. Biden, Previously, Mr.
Hamas is offering Mr. Trump a victory at “Trump has publicly stated that there would be
‘The deck and the cards potentially big domestic costs for Mr. Netanyahu. | “hell to pay' for Hamas if Israeli hostages, which
“The news of the agreement saw Palestindans in l-‘nr lml. Mr. Netanyahu has maintained that only | includes American citizens, are not released.
Gaza take to the streets in celebration, having victory over Hamuas is "
faced death and destruction at the hands of the Wllh tﬁu deal, he becomes an Israeli Prime Gaza and its rebuilding
Israeli military whose response to the October 7, Minister who has cut a political settlement with Beyond the political intricacies of thll cunhr!
2023 terror attack went on for over 15 months the arch foe, but without a I the most
even as political deadlocks continued. In a of Hamas., would be that of critical aid to the people in Gaza
statement, Hamas has hi that the as food and medical shortages surpassed
movement “dealt with all responsibility and On Hamas and Israel criticality a long time ago. Beyond the aid front,
positivity, based on its responsibility towards our There is no doubt that Hamas and also Hezbollah | the rebuilding of Gaza may yet be a premature
patient and steadfast people in the honorable in Lebanon have had their fties diminished i don until al political
Gaza strip, by stopping the Zionist aggression over the past year after b are 4 within the Pal fold. This is
against them and putting an end to the massacres erations conducted by Israel. where the Arab powers have an opportunity to
and war of genocide to which they are being Simultancously, outgoing U.S, Secretary of exert influence, and seek a remoulding, a
subjected”. State Antony Blinken has also said that e dupin; md a miulhuﬁm of the Palestinian
In Washington DC, Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden assessments show that Hamas has recruited as I J:.l politics as a
reportedly worked in unison to deliver the deal many new militants as it has Jost, The lack of a eorulllm‘noldcr lurx llenging future, where
even as both tried to lap up the credit. For Mr. political track acting as for the fi the much sough solution remains
Trump, who pmtomly demanded that such a remaing a concern. Hamas is expected to a distant reality.
deal be reached before his presidency, this was a continue to be in control of Gaza in the time to Finally, the international community must also
marketable advertising of renewed American Despite the mme a5 barely any movements have taken play its role to push for the sustainability of this
as promised in his election S ! itics kn a way al. The future of West Asian prosperity, newer
For Mr. Biden, it Is an attempt to salvage legacy. the International khe group can be brought und:r awider and geo-economic architectures such as the
The joker in this geopolitical deck is Israel's community more mainstream Palestinian-led political India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, a
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Amidst must play its ecosystem, of the Accords, and
misplaced perceptions that Mr. Trump would role by pushi Hamas, by itself, will remain steadfast in its even lhl rldlc&lllm of a Saudi Arabia-lsrael
allow Mr. Netanyahu a longer leash to continue puiing ideology against Isracki security and ly hinges on this
his military operations in Gaza unabated, opinion | for the lel Hamas and lsrael continue to remain on the | momentum. At the end of the day, the
prevailed that anyone but Mr. Biden would be sustainability of .ﬂ st two-state solution, despite a of reglonal geopolitical fissures by
good for both stemming the ongoing conflicts and | this deal mdul push for this being the only viable option regional powers will determine all outcomes.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Disbanded of allotting vast acreage of format has been replaced Cheteshwar Pujara an asset | Deadly event the fact that today's
Expectedly, on the eve of land for this purpose. A by the instant gratification in the five-day game, and The report in this daily, “Six | jallikattu is a blood sport.
Donald Trump assuming the [ more viable option would offered by T20 cricket. Also, | Sanju Samson and Tilak persons die in jallikattu and | The humane treatment of
presidentship of the United be to set up an institute for the influx of foreign players | Varma perfect choices in other bull-related sports in bulls has been described in
States, high profile economic research in Dr. in the Indian Premier T20 cricket. TN January 17), classical Tamil literature.
Hindenburg Research has Singh's name or have a League and the CV. Aravind, highlights the urgent need Kangayam R, Narasimhan,
announced its closure (Page [ museum, a library or a park | overwhelming attention Bengalury to ban ‘jallikattu", a savage Chennal
1, January 17). The short which would be of much given to it have sport and an annual event
seller’s abrupt downing of greater benefit to the overshadowed the value Indiia is @ huge country and | during Pongal festivities. Itis painful to note both
Its shutters is undeniably a people as well as be a more | and the importance of it may make sense to have How this abhorrent and man and animal
blessing in disguise for the befitting memorial for a Indian domestic cricket. separate cricket coaches for | abominable sport attracts experiencing trauma for the
Adani conglomerate, which great leader, R. Svakumar, separate formats, For youth participation is sake of some cash awards
was rocked by its startling P.J, Thomas, Chennal example, Gautam Gambhir unfortunate. One wonders for the winners, There is
revelations. One can make a | Vashapally, Kottayam, Kerals is perhaps more suited to how the Chief Minister and cruelty to animals and
safe guess that the The debate on whether be a T20 (head) coach as the Deputy Chief Minister of | grave danger for many
high-pitched calls by the The effect is visible exposure to T20 cricket has the game here needs a hit Tamil Nadu continue their innocent people.
Opposition parties in India, There is litthe doubt that the | an impact on the out approach from the very | stoic silence. Readers must AL Rangarajan,
particularly the Congress emphasis in T20 cricket, on performance of Indian first ball. Cheteshwar Join hands to ask the Chief Chennal
(Inside pages, January 17), ‘power hitting' and batters in the longer Pujara, VV.S, Laxman and Minister to end this ‘sport”
for a probe of the Group by | aggressive stroke play, has versions of the game has Rahul Dravid may be more once and for all. “Lit for Life'
a Joint Parliamentary the skills of indian been raging for quite some suited as Test match Manl Nataraajan, Literature has the power to
Committee will fade away batters in matches or series | time. And, if statistics are coaches as the game here Chennal inspire, challenge and
sooner than later, where it calls for one’s any indication, the effect is needs more of a defensive transform lives and it is
V. Joh to stand up plainly visible. As far as approach and staying at the | The disturbing picture in the | wonderful that The Hindu
Chennal and carry the day with batters are concerned, they | crease, ODIs (with 50 overs) | report, of a group of people | ‘Lit for Life’, a festival for the
sound technique (Opinion should possess different need both a defensive and trying to tame a bull, is axchange of ideas, stories,
Memorial and legacy page - 'Parley’, January 17). | mindsets for T20, which is hit out approach. Virender nothing short of torture and | and creativity, begins in a
It is silly that the While India's dominance in nothing but slam-bang Sehwag may be more suited | violence inflicted on a lone few hours, Many of us look
controversy regarding a limited-overs formats cricket. In Test cricket, the as an ODI coach. It would animal. Anclent Tamil forward to celebrating the
suitable for its perf batters have to concentrate | be ideal to have three literature describes magic of words in Chennai.
former Prime Minister in Test cricket has been more on defensive separate teams for the three ]n!llkmu only s 'Eru 8.
Singh This shift techniques, as longevity at different formats so as not Chennal
(Inside pages, January 17). raises the important the crease is paramount. It to mix up batting styles. thc bull') without numl Letters emalled to
It is time to rewisit the question whether the is this factor that makes PV, Madhu Nivritl, the animal any harm or letters@thehindu.co.in
relevance and the viability passion for the longest someone such as Secunderabiad pain, There is no gainsaying | must carry the postal address.
ao | - 1l S0 - » ;o e
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Warrior-ascetics of Kumbh

We can invoke atma and moksha to celebrate the Mela.
Itis also about siddhi and shakti

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

KUMBH MELA REVEALS a side of Hinduism
that is often not talked about. There are no
temples, no gods, no devotion, no songs, no
saints. It is primarily a ritwal, dominated by
boisterous masculine energy embodied in
naked ascetics (digambara), covered with
ash (bhabhut ), with matted hair (fata), hold-
s (dandi

nasiums (akhara), evoking the followers
(gana)of the wild form of Shiva (Bhairava).

Itis a ritwal gathering that has nothing to
do with meditation or contemplation. It is
all about taking a dip in a particular spot in
the river at the right time after it has been
consecrated by bathing ascetics. We can ar-
gue that the roots are Tantrik, as it involves
the body ( tamu, in Sanskrit).

Such rituals happen in many parts of
India, wherever the ash-smeared ascetics
congregate as part of their rhythmic wan-
derings. These ascetics probably originated
in the east, in the Terai region, and chal-
lenged the Vedic arder which came from the
western Punjab region, possibly around
1,000 BC. They clashed at Gangadwar, now
called Haridwar. This event is captured in
the story, first narvated in the Mahabharata,
of the ascetic Shiva bebeading Daksha, the
Brahmin patriarch. Since then, these asce-
tics (some who carry skulls) have been
known many names: Pashupata,
Kapalika, Kalamukha. But they changed over
time, becoming milder, influenced by later
ideas like Nathism, Vaishnavism, even
Sikhism. Currently, they are called Naga
(from nagna or naked ).

The calendar of the wandering ascetics
was determined by the movement of the
moon (every month), sun (every year ) and
Jupiter {every 12 years) through the Zodiac.
It was known as Kumbh in Haridwar and
Simhastha in Nashik when Jupiter was in
the Aquarius (Kumbh ) and Leo(Simha) con-
stellations. Calling all gatherings as “Kumbh*

N

b
e

it to “nectar of isa
conscious branding effort that began after
1857, to reaffirm the Hindu identity. threat-
ened by the new British regime.

The akharos typcally trace their origin to
AdiShankaracharya, who played a major role
in popularising Vedanta in the 8th century.
He opposed Buddhism, not Islam. Stories of
Adi Shankara's wandenngx rvnsum and

I}th remury by Brahmln xhular\ of the

ing thmatencd hy mc arrival of Turks from
Central Asia. Unlike earlier Huna, Saka and
Kushan hordes from Central Asia, these were
not just

they were seeking to change the local cul-
ture. Known as “Turuku Dharma” it involved
aformless god, rejection of idols, and a strict
form of worship ina community hall, facing
west, where caste rules did not matter. We
now refer to Turuku Dharma as Islam.

The warrior-ascetic tradition of
Hinduism, though ancient, became promi-
nent after 1500 AD, in reaction to the rising
power of Islam. The mystical musical Sufis

i the:

Nagas ted and inex-
change received patronage of kings and
merchants. This happened mostly in the
river basins of Ganga (Haridwar, Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Ujjain) and upper Godavari
(Nashik), which were contested zones in the
18th century between the waning Mughal
power and the waxing Maratha rule. Words
like shahi and Peshwai, reveal the Persian-
Maratha influence. This culture is not so
prominent in the South.

For the ascetics, celibacy was key. As was
caste, but that is currently downplayed. This
celibacy was not mere renunciation of the
worldly life, as preached by Buddhists and
Jain monks. This was about power (siddhi)
abtained by retaining and ritually charging
bodily fluids and then using the power of
mind and mantra to push the fluids up the
spine to germinate inside the head. Only
men could do it. This granted them occult
powers to walk on water, fly through the air,
travel on wild animals, change shape and
form, and control the minds of people. These
were the onginal “jedi” masters. The rituals
are explicitly depicted In Tantric Buddhist

artofthe t the warrior-

of Hinduism. The militaristic Ghazis were
challenged by the aggressive Nagas. These

ascetics were seen as containers of great
power, and sought after by kings who could

A\

The akharas typically trace
their origin to Adi
Shankaracharya, who played
amajor role in popularising
Vedanta in the 8th century.

He opposed Buddhism, not
Islam. Unlike earlier Huna,
Saka and Kushan hordes
from Central Asia, these were
not just incomers secking
wealth and power; they were
secking to change the local
culture, Known as “Turuku
Dharma’ it involved a
formless god, rejection of
idols, and a strict form of
worship in a community hall,
facing west, where caste rules
did not matter. We now refer
to Turuku Dharma as Islam.

N

use them for military glory.

These medieval ideas, popular since the
time of Adi Shankaracharya, are today
downplayed, even forgotten. What is re-
membered is that the power of these war-
rioe-ascetics is present in their bodily uids.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The federal government’s ability to regulate immigration, a basic function of any
nation, is broken... Instead of an immigration policy calibrated to the needs of the
country, both Americans and immigrants are being let down by a set of

outdated laws."

=~ THENEW YORK TIMES

A reckoning for
the Deep State

Donald Trump enters his second term with

greater political capital,

experience. Entrenched

interests will be up against more this time

BY RAM MADHAV

DONALD TRUMP'S INAUGURATION will
take place on January 20, formally setting
the stage for Trump 2.0. Unlike his election
2016, asan acodent

life we'll ever see on this earth!”
But Trump is a known disruptoe. He has
deployed loyal supporters like Elon Musk
okan for

slashing government spel:h: an b:x-:\’m-
uxybyaﬂm:gﬂf:pamcumdwfed—
eral the
power of the' "thepsult mrludct reducing
power concentration i Washington DC and

CTOSS

the LIS citses,

Doing this will be a challenge. Whether
Trump 2.0 succeeds in dismantling the
“deep state” stranglehold is something to be
watched. However. the message appears to
have reached the desired quarters.

a Y

and Trump. !
of discussion across the world, both in an-
ticipation and with trepidation.

For the elite lobby - federal bureaucracy,
palitical and financial elites, defence con-
tractors and media moguls — that wields
enormous influence in Washington DC
which Trump describes in derision as the
“deep state”, his return with enhanced
power is going to be a nightmare. The
America First Policy Institute, a conservative
think tank closely aligned with Trump, al-
Seged that during his first termy, Trump had
come up against the power of the iberal and
Left-wing bureaucracy, entrenched in thou-
sands of agencies over decades, when de-
partment after department either disobeyed
his orders or deliberately derailed them. In
fact. an anoaymous Op-Ed in The New York
Times in 2018 with the titke ' Izmmnalrhe

de the Trump.

sedler that as

research firmand indulged in hit jobs, sud-
denly announced it was shutting shop.
Founder Nate Anderson, claimed that he
took the decision seeking a “better work-
life halance”. Several last-minute executive
orders that outgoing President Biden is-
sued in the last couple of weeks, including
a presidential pardon to his own son, and
the Presidential Medal for Freedom, the
highest civilian honour, to the controver-
sial investor George Soros, also smack of
the deep state's desire to create hurdles for
the new administration.

With the deep state actively working
overtime, Trump will have his hands full in
the next several months tackding dnmem:

But by
be bogged down by them. Besides hu
Making America Great Again (MAGA)
agenda, nunwsmwynmnmawmd

andsab-
otage the then President’s initiatives. A year
Later, the author, who eventually identified
himself as Miles Taylor, the former chief of
staff at the Department of |

shares his
sion and is willing to challenge deep sum
assets in their respective countries. The US
State Department records in thg last 150

Security, published a book titled A Warmning.
In a remote corner of the White House

ever attending the u\mg\n’nm ceremony
of,

o invited several world leaders.

existsa astackof

‘schaiceof

documents listing the Y pow-
ersal

are called the Presidential Emergency Action
Documents or PEADs. They are also descri-
bed by some as the "Doomsday Book™. Ina
revealing article, Time magazine reported a
few months ago that anly a privileged few
have access to thase documents, and even
members of the US Congress were not al-
lowed to see them, “When Donald Trump
was in the Oval Office, members of his na-
tional security staff actively worked to keep
him i

This is soaked by the special dung ash
smeared on limbs which gets washed off
during the “Shahi Snan", This makes the wa-
ter special — nectar-like — capable of trans-
forming one's health and fortune. The po-

thesein-
sthority, con-

cerned that he would abuse them”, it said.
This deep state bureaucracy is what
During his elec-

the January 20 ceremony
speaks volumes about the disruption that
lrump would cause in Europe and else-
where. Leaders invited include surprising
choices like President Xi Jinping of China,
who has deputed his Vice President Han
Zheng to attend, While leaders of important
European countries like Germany, France
and the UK were ignored, the Prime Minister
of italy, Georgia Meloni and Prime Mindster
of Hungary, Viktor Orban recetved invita-
tions, Trump's choice of inviting Nigel Farage,
a UK conservative politician and Eric

Zemimour, al‘femhmumnveludﬂ be-
sides Meloniand O

tency is increased by the perfect
of stars and planets, at the grand confluence
of three rivers — the Ganga, which came
from the sky, the terrestrial Yamuna, and the
subterranean Saraswati.

The Kumbh Meda is distinctly male, as-
cetic, ritualistic, occult, military,

nature. It is about displays of Hindu power.
It is about the mighty Bhairava of the moun-
tains, the mighty Hanuman of the forests,
and the mighty Dattatreya of the plateaus.
We can couch it with Vedic words like atma
(soul) and moksha (liberation) and dharma
(order), but it is pimarily about siddhi (en-
lightenment ) and shakri (power), revealed
in the Tantras,

Pattanaik is a writer and mythologist

AAKASH JOsHI

IN 2017, AT The Indian Express adda, Saif Ali
Khan drew on the history of Hindi cinema as
for inequal

and n‘:ﬂr.\.

ities,

Don’t narrow the frame

Let’s look for answers after Saif Ali Khan attack, not scapegoats

Itis perhaps this realisation that prompts
reactions that are unthinking, insecure and
seem to be looking not for answers but
Those who give in to such an im-

dictions of India, in all their ¢

pulse, perhaps fail to realise

blame in the aftermath of a tragedy, and sen-

y
aback seat at such moments. In the age of
social media, a private fulmination is often

apubli this case,

“Eartier the villain was the feudal system,
then money, followed by parents and later,
yourself_ There are two Indias in schizo-
phrenic growth at the moment. One has en-
ergy and intelligence while the other is the
same old villains weighing us down."
Inlight of the brutal attack on Khan at his
home in Bandra West — a place that strad-
dles both aspiration and ac inits

in the moment of their anguish that a crime
Is sensational, “big news", precisely because
it is an aberration. As the cliché goes, “dog
bites man” isn't news — “man bites dog" is.

Itis in this aspect of the aftermath of the
crime in Bandra that the second of the “same
old villains® has reared its head.

Raveena Tandon, who has worked with

posh lanes — at least two of the “same old
villains” have reared their ugly heads.

The first is the praximity to viclence that
every Indian — and so many others around
the world — are both used to and shocked
by. The veneer of safety, security and that
ineffable sense that tomorrow will be much
the same as today, that life has a broadly
predictable trajectory can be in

Khan, exp d shock at the attack.
Unfortunately, she went on to assign blame
to the *hawker mafia®, “encroachers® and
“land grabbers®. She also complained that
Bandra is “losing out to unruly elements”,
Tandon may not have realised that in the
fraught and competitive socio-political
landscape of Mumbai, these terms are not
innocent, They have coﬂsnslently been

an instant. While the motives, modus
operandi and even the culprit(s) in Khan's
stabbing are still far from certain, the viola-
tion of his home and person has a broader
resonance precisely because it reminds
each of us, high and low, of exactly how vul-
nesable we are.

used to - veople
who come from outside M.

X). which is perhaps why it garnered so
much attention,

‘The“concem” after the attack, though, is-
n'tlimited to those who know Khan. The po-
litical class, predictably, has begun a blame
game and slugfest, each suk blaming the

las where

the separate “service lifts®, the registers at
the gate that record the details of the deliv-
ery “boy” but not the visitor in a luxury car.
That the assailant was allegedly — in fact, the
details of the case are, at this point, practi-
cally rumours — let in by domestic help at
the Khan-Kapoor home seems to be the ma-
Jor cause of these panoxysms.

Instead, even as we express concern for
Saif and his family, it is impartant to look at
how a majority of those who work in the

atherand p

crime is so rampant that the streets are un-

safie. This lack of imagination in the face of a

public misfortune is, unfortunately, a reason

that moral leadership is so rare from the
that be.

The greatest of the “villains*, though,
might just be the privileged Indian who has
taken so keenly to the thetoric of “safety” in
the aftermathof a tragedy, Over the last cou-
ple of days — in white-collar offices and the
WlulsApp groups of gatcd colonies from

and for belong to particular linguistic and
religious communities,

The expressions of anger by Tandon and
others who have worked with and know Saif
Al Kh il are still e Kfsaui

if not most people look for someone to

jon about the crime is accom-
mmrd by barely-disguised prejudice. The
concern over safety — “if this can happen to
anA-list celeb in Bandra, what about us?" —
is of the same order as CCTV cameras to
maonitor the people who work inour homes,

acted. They cared for
the children. Such a task is one only the most
trusted — and the most decent — people un-
dertake. They are not a security threat, by and
large, even if there are — as with any group of
people — some who comit crimes. In fact,
they are the heroes of the story. They are a
microcosm of the broader scheme of things
in an unequal society that lives in many
centuries at once — each in “schizophrenic
growth" — the people who subsidise our
lives with their labour, who are “hawkers®
and are called “encroachers” because
formal hmng is unaffordable in a skewed
unequal society.
As we search for the villain in the Saif Ali
Khan attack, let's also celebrate the heroes.

aakash, ja.com

P tion to end the liberal dommance of
tiol ign, he a10-point  E litics and promote
plan to thes end. As he retumns to power as leadership i i i
an expenmrd and determined leader,  and suggest-
Trumpis The ingthat » d
us admmlslmmn comprises more than  Quad partners,
20,00 departments that employ over two Noother American leader has generated

A with  so much anticipation and anxiety in recent

the change of political butalarge  histo and

sectionof the bureaucracy s largely perma-
nent. It is not easy for presidents to remove
those bureaucrats. President Gerald Ford
Once saxi that h f
the nation’s capital is that bureaucrats sur-
vive" while the elected officials come and
20, President Reagan quipped thata govermn-
ment bureauis “the nearest thing to eternal

sm’l}.’bu( Trump 2.0 is going l;b( an
agenda-setting event for the entire workd.
Unlike in the past, the trump card of
President Trump will be his structured dis-
ruptions. The deep state should watch out.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BI* Views are personal

RAHUL'S REMARKS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Frozen
petulance’ (IE, January 17). Despite his
growing experience and stature in pal-
itics, Rahul Gandhi continues to display
rashness and naivety in political com-
munication. His party’s limited success
in the Lok Sabha elections, and the de-
bacles inthe Haryana and Maharashtra,
should have made him rethink his elec-
toral strategy. His foreign travels in be-
tween the polls do not seem to have
made him politically astute. Instead of

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

pends on bridging deep-seated divides.
Sankar Paul, Nodio

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A faraway
peace’ (IE, January 17). A pause in the
war in Gaza is the bare minimum that
the region needs. Displaced people will
return to their homes, most of which
are reduced to rubble. It is crucial that
Israed Hamas, the US and the other par-
ties involved do ng they can to
honour the deal. Otherwise, they risk a
recurrence of the destruction and chaos
of the pm 15 manths. Actors an both

political e(usyslun_.‘im party leazer:
spend a lot of time defending his con-
troversial utterances.

Y GChouksey, une

AFTER THE CEASEFIRE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A faraway
peace’ (IE, January 17). It is crucial that
the parties involved do all they can to
ensure acomplete end to the Gaza war,
else there will be a repeat of the mind-
less destruction and chaos. The promis-
ing development reflects the power of
dialogue and diplomacy in resolving
even the most entrenched conflicts. It
isa reminder not only of the impartance
of persistence and compassion in the
pursuit of peace, but also of the chal-
lenges that await the millions of people
displaced by the war. While the cease-
fire is a step forward, its success de-

sides
nocent people taken as hostages

and prisoners.
Anany Mishra, Shilo

return of in-

CALL THEIR BLUFF

THIS REFERS TO the article, Balance, not
burnout’ (IE, January 17) India's corpo-
rate honchos only seem to be worried
about wark hours and are unconcerned
about provding fair remuneration.
While they want their employees to
work long hours, evenon a Sunday, not
a single corporate head has acknowl-
edged the glaring fact that salaries have
not increased with rising prices and cost
of living. Has any of them ever talked
about sharing their profits with their
waorkforce? The time has come to call
their bluff and counter such myopic
views with facts.

Gurnoor Grewal, Ohondigarhy

epaper.indianexpress.com
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