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India must find balance
amid global trade churn

he balancing act in these times of a great churning in global trade

hanks to Trumpian tariffs is a delicate encugh task. As confi-

d.em:e in the U5 ead]:ﬁ. the global economy wanes, it is China that

may be looking somewhat different in the eyes of some nations. As

the threat nf tariff barriers being raised by the US looms, interest in

strategic matters may be taking & back seat for now, at least in Asia where
no wars are being fought now.

India, which is still busy sorting out its trade deal with the US as the
extended deadline of August 1 nears, had even greater difficulties in
5mrl:§ron the balancing beam of global geopolitics as Prime Min
Marendra Modi and the defence and foreign ministers have had several
mﬁagemems in power blocs like BRICS and SCO that may be diamertri-

v opposite of those mainly serving US interests.

With Nato now threatening tariffs against China, India and Brazil in the
light of ogpmsldm building m trade with Russia that these countries have
heen freely resorti fally in buying cheaper Russian crude, the
task of resetting trade ties 5 getting complex for everyone. It is interest-
ing then that the foreign minister should have had a mesting with the

Chinese President Xi Jinping who also had an
If India can leave cytended meeting with the Russian foreign
aside for a moment

minister Sergei Lavrov.
its priority of having _ Pakistan’s mischief in sponsoring cross-bor-
to speak out against
Pak-

LETTERS

BITCOIN SURGING

The bitcoin has surged to a
record high, crossing
$120,000 per coin, gaining

Of insiders and outsiders:

der terror had further fouled the timing of glob-
al diplomacy even as trade readjustment is in
progress. With Operation Sindoor's counter-
measures inst Pakistan came further com-
able to negotiate with R‘llcatl.ous a8 China moved from being a con-

ontational neighbour to enemy status in

the withholding of India's eyes because it actively participated in

Pakistan's military defence.
How could the meeting with Chinese
P‘r@sl.de'm Xi not be clnu.d.ed‘ﬁy the backgrnund
of most recent events post-ceasefire? And ye

The politics of alienation

and who has acquired
faked 1o establish a
fake identity, how can the

nearly seven per cent in a
week and 23 per cent over
the past year. The sharp

ight the positives, of which L'he

antes

that all the

the foreign minister was able to hi
resumption of the Hailash Manm'nvar Yatra stands out as it fulfils
India’s sentiments about a spiritual journey. And yet this may only serve
China's approach to India that prioritises trade and business normality
over border dispute and de-escalation that India would like to see
addressed first.

There may have been a thaw in ties thanks to the border situation cool-
ing somewhat since late 2024 in the wake of the Modi-Xi meeting in
Russia, but there is no escaping the fact that it is China, an economic
superpower above India's smndin% which seems to have derived the most
comfort from its tweaking of Pakistan as an to keep India in check.
And China may be getting smug about trade as it i 15 still going on unin-
Lerrumed with & near $100 billion surplus for Chin

If India can leave aside for a moment its priority nfhaving o speak out
against state-sponsored tervor of the Pakistan kind idn]eriatherm.g inter-
national suppart for this, it might be able to negotiate with China on irri-
tants like the withhnldi.nﬁo‘f key minerals for EV batteries and tannel bor-
ing machines for the Bullet train project, ete., that !uﬁest& China holds
the whip hand. The only positive feature of ties is that India keeps La]kiuﬁ
to China at the highest levels, including with President Xi, unlike witl
Pakistan, which is declared an enemy state not worth talking to.

Heed students’ distress calls

wery student in & Third World country carries on their shoulders

5 and aspirations of not just themselves but of their family, too,

in some cases, of their whole village and community. And that is

just one reason among many as to why a crime against such a person is a

crime against society and especially when it results in their lives being

snuffed out on campus. Yet instances of students committing suicide for

various reasons keep coming to light from various states with the numbers
in Odisha of late heing una:eeﬁgahly hi?h.

The latest student to take own life is a B. Ed undergraduate in
Balasore. She committed self-immelation. This is not only the darkest of
tragedies, but also a preventable one, for the young woman had complained
o the authorities about the harassment she had been subjected to by the
head of her department. She even mentioned that the man in question was
asking her for sexual favours, yet the authorities took no action. A couple
of Mepali students were found dead on campus in Febroary and May this
y\ear while & Flk"] and boy took the extreme step in April and earlier this

ragging by seniors,

Shikha Mukerjee

waould saem that the
identity palitics af be-
ing Himdu, the majori-
ty, and therefire the
tors of the land
that is Bharat, and the dis-
tancing of the largest
minority community, it
being made almost invisi-
bile and its exclusion fram
being represented, needs
tweaking for sustainabili-
ty. In case after case, states
across India have begun
reacting agmreasively to the
sence af “outsiders”,
us creating 8 new elass of
citizens, the “insiders”.
The Constitution's free-
dorm of movement and free-
dom to reaide and settle in
w of India has ac-
a political and so-
cisl dimensinn it was never
meant io include. In recent
weeks, the outsider has
become a target, a danger
and unwelcome, if the go-
imps-con i Maharashtra's
Bhayander, for example,
are examined- a food stall

not .
The assault is vastly more
significant than it seems.
The revival of Marathi
Asmita, Maﬁ?ﬂ’\‘e Pnd.eand

order to deport them to
. Mohle as this
aim may be, the means

used to veufv hawe proved
d%hunus usad asa fil
hlﬁ]s asafil-
ter of “foreim” and illegal,
a5 Assam's turbo-charged
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
m he is on a paliti-
v sl sl.ope as two
PFQL% 3

chnr are m-‘erwhelmlngi\v
Benga]upakmr, The pre-
sumption of dlegality at-

]

1ssingularly misch
ievous. Lingistic politics
is a very patent foree and
its use for short-term elec-
toral politics is !uch a had

over decades, |

immigrants from
d.&l‘l.mmesmﬁ’[hatmhe
used commercially for a
comedy

d.um?clﬁ: certificates it
receives are issued cnly to
citizens?

The p ion of elec-
toral rolls, which is the
EC's purpose, is not a new
b:%: it's an old bug that has.
undergone 4 potentially
dangerous mutatian, much
like the coronavirus that
heeps evolving, sometimes
maore dangerous and some-
times lass so. The “us” and
“them” ayndrome has
invadad

almns(ewng
lic space and certair vpn
vate

ranya, an
area i i was
selected as & great locathon

o
resettle post-Partition in
Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Jammu and the Northeast
or Madhya Pradesh when
militaney ra\lsged Punjah

are deemed as “outsiders™
Wl|en people from the
Mortheast working, study-
img or training in other
parts af India are jeered at,
sneered. assaulted physi
cally and wverbally, the
abuse is an offence. Those
munl;:imlirﬂ\ such nﬂeﬂcesh
are ol targeting the
ethnically ﬂl%lerem papula-
tion, which makes them
suspect as potential racists.
When the virus of attacks
oceurred in New Delhi and

from the vast nurpounng
af trolls by underemployed
persons on  the social
media, ranting about anti-
naticnals, critics, “Urban
Maxals" and whatever

label & as offensive
and ham possible.

ment and “to reside and
settle in any part of the ter-
ritory of India”, that ine-
ludes the right to settle al-
most anywhere l[ “reason-
ahble restrictions” permit,
is in danger af being jee-

rdised by peculiar inter-
Bre tigns: to the

ntal and guaran-
teed right to mobility. And
mobility, both out-migra-
tion and in-migration, are
an important marker of
things palitical and social;
it's a marker of modernity,
g{&]dﬂsu{:}. u];a;(her than

usian

of an opening ume

rally has triggered fresh
debates in the US Cong-
ress, where multiple bills
are being discussed to reg-
ulate cryptocurrencies. The
rise is also impacting Ind-
ian markets, with growing
interest among young
investors despite the lack
of formal regulation.
Experts advise Indian
investors to exercise cau-
tion, avoid panic buying,
and diversify portfolios.
R.S. Narula
Patiala

WILL NIMISHA LIVE?

INDIAN NURSE Nimisha Priva, fac-
ing execution in Yemen for the mur\
der of a ¥emeni national, now
her last hope in theﬁm‘molh]md
maoney — a legal provision under
16’If.lar\m: law where gewcnm;dﬂsmi. -
can n the accu in
ﬁ‘dﬂ sation. Her fam-
I.L} hss n&bned 51 million to the
deceased’s kin, appealing for merc;
Alompaide this, respected rel
and tribal leaders are mediating,
leveraging their mnml audlnrmr
within Yemeni society. Th ?1
avenues are limited and the ermani
President has approved the death
sentence, quiet dipbematic emm_q [
India and a petition in the Supreme
Court continue.

'I‘here are ]aws mémevem ragging on campus; and then there are indeed trope of script about mix-  Bengaluru, freedom  of Md Asad
laws that seek to address sexual h,ara!!ment in the workplace. Howewer,  Manons™ fnl.lonng H)e uEs over identity. From movement was attacked economy and opportund- Mumbai
the events in (wdisha are testimony to their ineffectiveness and/or tardy coming together of the two ashtra, o Gujarat, the victims were ties for a.d\'amement of a
implementation. The authorities and the agencies tasked to implement Thackeray cousins, Ud-  tothe DelhiNCR area, MP,  denied their rights. stable system of govern-
them either take their jobs lizhtly or get mired in office politics and red dhav and Raj, with their Assam and Odisha, the  In Bihar, the Election mentand thestrengthand  POLICE™S TURN
tape assoriated with law enforcement in this countey. separate organisations, i Bengali spealcel' even  Commission issued a list of pnwer of the rule of law

This must end. Laws to protect students from harassment and ragging on palitically significant but  when he is from one of 11 identity papers it ses the equali-  SNEHA BARVE, a 27-vearald jour-
campus must be made simple and accessible as easily as through a phone also worrying. Will there  West Bengal's 21 d.lsu'lms. believes is foolproaf and Sgeand rigl dpeaplemsﬂ malist, was rey on land grab

call. There must be legislative and administrative oversight of the be a renewal of the turbu-  has become a target for \-'ahd o upsrane the “out- ir diversity and I.'Ilegal of tin sl
arrangement at the highest level. We do not send our children to campuses lence over ddentity and reckless discriminathon. sider” from the “msider”. wlng democracies  in Mighotwadi village in Ami
to pour kerosene on themselves and set themselves on fire. wha belongs and who does. ‘J‘he‘“ﬂd\enn[," aflndians  The “domicile” certificate wur wide are turming tahikaof Pune district, when she was
niot in Malarashtra as hag- usly destabilis- as proof of everything, increasingly xenophobic.  brutally assanlted with rods, causin
ned when Shiv Sena mg palitics, h&c.nuse it ﬂmm cmxensh:p m ]c.cs.] Inddia, though it has an ide- semLaus ug'u‘].:a on her arms, barl
gmd.er Bal Thackeray ws hostile f alogically right-wing gov-  and head. incident took place on
launched his movement in L'sl)nlLth( hsppens ifthe requlluuem 'mﬂm_zt ernment, doesn't have to 4 July, but it was only after a video of
the 1860s? Or a repeat of logic of lingnistic discrimi-  citizenship with domicile, mimic the West; |t needsto  the attack went viral that theve has
2008, when the nation is aE)lI.ecl to other  a word that is limited to  guarantee freedom  of been public cutrage. The video shows
Party and the Maharashtra  parts of India® the local place of iselarge  Sneha, the edlmr of Samarth Bharat
T A A MNavnirman Sena fought an \hﬂ the Bengali-speakers residence, the EC has seciors of growth, like con- pewspaper and SBP YouTube chan-
JHE ASIAN AGE Mumbai's strests over setfled by the Centre, the revealsd its incompetence struction, IT, services, el lying on the ground while a fow
‘putsiders™ West Bengal government  in grasping the fundamen- care. education. will  men assault her. Sneha's father,

Hoatsisess Misras K Sumaae Holkata and increasingly  or the government of the  tals; the domicile certifi- without  “out-  Dattatray Barve, said, The local gun-

e Pl e New Delhi has its domi- ﬂ)en Central Provinces be  cate, as the National Portal slders." in cities like New  das had illegally taken over a plot of

T Ao aich b enl ciled clusters ol Ddu lan-  deemed “outsiders,” “ille-  states, i a “certificate pro- - Delhi. Mumbai, Kolkata, la.nd near rhed. went

e Dbt Jewavacid ek abceal Yeath Coase, 215 Dere Dayal Upadbyay barg, Sew Dati-110002. Fhore: gusghxak immigrants” or “for-  wided to the citizen by the Hyd.ersbad Bengsl on the issue. She was

[SHEITETN - reallry me eigners"? History of the vernment cmmmll\.g the wheat lands of Punjah. Jmcuedb} . But the police must

Publiked ard brkall of ared e o . state’s year-ald BJP gov- that s ir plare now crack down on the criminala

¥ Dorras Carerdeio Hakdngs Ll | swaturtal Hetes Natinsal Yissh Corire, 219 Sien Gyl pchrpay Macg, Mew ernment has launched a  corroborated by dogu.  Given the current levels of Shikha Makerjee isa heavily.

B Lovston: oosbomhs Lot s Pl Bt 3 Mt Hoams, 6 iz B, Lomdcn, 851 TN}, drive to identify ments. has ifs uses. Faced hnstl.h%ami suspicion seniar journzlist in Thadani

KA Mrghration mumher: STES054 Yillegal  immdigrants' with the problems of is truly a citizen Kolkata Mumbai

most of ur siates, musical chairs in the (C8Bs and frequent transfers continue unabated, bam].rmmmhmﬂlemlz India’s bureaucracy, often described as the “stes]
buresucracy has almost become the norm. pwhere is this more evident than in statelevel The CA nﬂ!dmﬂmseacmu!\lolamﬂhnﬂa frame" of governance, is being oarroded
Senior IAS officers often barely setile info a post In &2 IAS afficers, AllIndia Service (Conduct) Rules and Supreme O are Ly
being shunted out, despite the Sopreme hl:mﬂmglldmiﬂml.lemn wznemgfmerltn Coart puidelines. As a result, the state was compelled  maved before they can make a me:
Dmnnnﬂcl\llmlcenﬂes mﬂmﬁ\é Jurse 225 alore mirroring a similar mass reshuffle mnhwmcemtnnmw!mbrh\gmmmr are reduced to being glovified couriers rather than
F’r’ideep temure of twa to ensure admin in A following & :ﬁ in practices closer to ine polg:fy postings
o atahility. Cnmequmg‘.m suffars. movements .ntnup‘lhr ongning initiatives in Qmﬂmlw e I.nlhm these 5 A  tooks of patranage and transfers are wislded
S. Mehta ed tenures are essential for gocd and welfare delivery. Tamil s, Bureaucratic as political panishment, we risk both admin-
umhmmﬂmmzmhm N.nmL state gtherwise ed for i f ml.dea symnnnc dm showing how transfer m\s‘ete!mand lic trust.
also need some time to their ism, is not immune to the em. In ates with weaker governance out-  Toreverse this trend. st move decisive-
dzpmmemx.]mlﬂnﬂimﬁmmlmmmmdsﬁ e 205, 55 LAS officers were resh) mwhn mﬂwhmhmﬂsnuluumufﬂmm Iy from paper to practice. must opers-
tmgg y trans-  was afficially dscclhed u a with key dct-devel officers averaging  tionalise and empower Civil Services Boards, ensur-
, comd lsbmhm. exercise. just 1.3 years i n{anam;'l‘]m!mﬂyltuluﬂ!la ing that they become the defanlt ity an
is lost and incoming dﬂ'l.cersmnst!pendn'ltlm]ﬂm comtirity foll 1 l‘oﬂmlmtu 2014, has also nmml.cdmm lﬂwneﬂemveuusmpu'h— mwm:;::mmﬂu' n
VeIrnance snuitie; Jut geing up o spec. The el s eactive gover  surcumbed 1o oy, The ol shift in 223 Iic service delivery. As projects are tly de-  he two-vear threshokd, should be published cnline
priaritise their own sur- e o Withina nwd.nnplmmmunmnmmmmandmum with written justifications for ncy.
wival aver smdmuﬂ\ssmﬂkzyh&nﬂmmmmed abd]iryi!djhlmd_ih\ﬂmnﬂmrhmd.ihemdylugh “king dashbeard: be developed at the
T e- un_seen cost 0 Recogni ﬂlischnl]mg! ﬂm&mmﬂemmm soeme serving only five to aix months in their rodes.  lights Kerala and Maharashira as states sumlev!lmmnnnm'nmmumnnl Mg
TSR Subramanian and Others The municipal administration department alone  managed to institutionalise more department, role and district in real time
o India amd Others {Ootober 201 dlmchedlbe with ﬂwemrﬂnihkera]&ameemmdmm there must be formal peua]tm or institutional
nt t f m wmuﬂle&mminﬂleamamzmmm e officer serving for just 8 month. Mhdv.{:pﬂnu Eﬂ@mﬂmxawmm -glection reshuf-  checks whether throngh aud) pms.lep!].a.tlve
ue rarls ers e fized senures for civil service man-  undermines institutional learning and hinders the remain relatively cantzined. -ashira, bene- mﬂzwm‘hldl.dnlavemghtrw itically motivated
dated the establishment of Civil Services Boards — delivery of vital urben programmes. fiting from the adoption of internal transfer  ar arf reshuf . officers who face
- {CSBs) at bath the Central and state levels. Kerala, by contrast, a rare case where  protocals and a somewhat less politicised adminis-  retalistory or unjustified transfers should have
In S ureaucracy ‘o this, the 1AS (Cardre) Rules 195 were chacks haaehe nmmnmuu Inm trative :u]malmreumﬂshtghzrawawmu access to an independent grievance redressal mechs-
amended n 24 to a twoyear minimum  the Central Admi TJ ate that with the nism, acritical gap in the current system.
tenure per posting and to require each state tofoem a. an I.mzrlm restraining the

CSB to review !nr]slransl'em Dupdnelhueﬁmm]
reforms, the ground reality remains ¥ un-
«changed. Many states have yet to establish na-

making arhiteary transfers without mmll:lng

mcwsmm’rhemm
the premature tramsfer of several m

ln!tlmnnu fﬁ‘amemk tenure stability can
it

The consequences of ignaring temure norms go far
beyond persomal immwem:E:E for hmwugnm.

The writer is the secretary-general of CUTS
Internatianal.
Anushka Kewlan] contributed to this article.
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A thought for today

Host my ability to speak, 1lost my words, T eouldn't
talk and | couldn't go on... That's how frightened I was

UnSafe Spaces

Sexual crimes on campus hurt women's aspirations in
singular ways, but politics could be least hothered

herself on fire? We will never know the entirety of the

Whv did a woman college student in Balasore, Odisha set
answer. But there’s plenty we do know and it's all dismay-

The Voter & The Commission

EC’s Bihar exercise throws up too many questions, including why Jan's summary roll
revision by state election commission can't be the basis for coming assembly polls

Mandita.Sengupta ®timesofindia.com

TDP wants EC toclarify that itscountry-
| - wide Spacial Intensive Revision (SIH) is
"niot related to eitizenship verification”.
‘ As Supreme Court asked EC last week,
“why are you petting into"” deciding

citizenship.
EC's initial insistence on birth certificates for those
enrolled after 2003 was based on Vajpayee NDA's
Citi hi Act 2003 — those born after

ing. She had appraised her college internal complaints c
about a professor who had been asking her for ‘favours’, and there
was pressure towithdraw the complaint. She had alsu-goneto police
butno FIR hadb wil. She had don X that if shedidn't
get justice she would commit suicide. Finally, it took 4.5 hours after
she poured petrol on herself to get her to AIIMS Bhubaneswar,
and that proved toolate. This seems the most pitiful case of a death
foretold. Except such a label belies the culpability of every person
and every system that failed to both protect the 20-year-old and give
=+ herarightful hearing.
_  There are mandated POSH committees,
strong laws against sexual harassment,
.~ polity-wide speechifying for safe campuses.
Yot. when women students complain,
all too often what they actually meet is
institutional stonewalling. Horrifying
cases continue towound in silos. In Kollkata,
even as the law student rape case makes
__ its way through court, another one is
being reported from a premier B-school.
/ Butshouldn't asingle such case anywhere
- in the country alert every college and
university to audit its safety and complaint apparatus? Odisha of
course had been served a warning by a woman's suicide at KIIT
just this Feb. Her complaints of harassment and blackmail seemed
to have been shrugged off as carelessly as in the Balasore case.

The immolated student's father says he doesn't want her to be 'used”
for political gain. His plea is gettingas poor a hearing as her complaint
did. Fact is that if govts and political parties responded with sincerity
to such horrors, they would speak and act unitedly. Tragically, it is
other agendas that go on the frontfoot. This explains why BJP won't
be sustainedly outraging the Balasore case like it does the Kolkata
ones, Or why TMC doesn't take issue with sexual crimes in Bengal in
its usual decibels. It's discouraging enough that all-India conviction
rate for rape cases that go on trial is only 2.6% . But muddying campus
crimes has particular knock-on effects. For women to be attacked and
brushed aside in thevery space that was supposed to empower them, is
a particularly noxious deterrent to their dreams.

Indian Drone Shield

Pak-origin UAVS must be countered through
huge tech investments across the board
In what should worry the security establishment, there's been an

uptick in Pakistani smugglers pushing drones laden with drugs,

arms and ammunition deeper into India. After a brief lull during
Operation Sindoor, drone-borne smuggling has resumed with greater
precision, reportedly using Chinese drones that can fly higher to
evade detection. This is hardly petty smuggling but part of a well-
planned Pakistani ICAD (illegal, coercive, aggressive and deceptive)
strategy to undermine India‘s security The goal is to get drugs, puns
and money to criminal elements on this side of the border:

It's part of Pakistan's old doctrine of bleeding India with a
thousand cuts. Consider this: last Sept, a police team in Punjab
discovered a haul of Nato-grade guns - most likely originating
_—g in Afghanistan - from smugglers

linked to Pakistani drone drops.
With such weapons being also
found with terrorists in Kashmir,
~ the modus operandi is clear. Drone
drops from Pakistan started after
. the nullification of Article 370 in
20%. To counter this BSF adopted
anti-drone systems like Dronaam
that neutralises Pak-origin UAVs using laser. Even specialised
anti-drone teams have been set up. But the versatility of dronetech
means that it is constantly evolving.

Drones can be modified and adapted to evade detection, they can
change modus operandi and alter application. The Ukraine war
exemplifies this. Drone tech is changing every fortnight. This also
means counter-drone tech has to constantly innovate in real time.
That in turn means creating a large pool of expertise throughout
the security establishment and linking this with R&D institutes.
Drones are rapidly transforming from FPV to fibre optic to the
oncoming Al versions. The only way to stay ahead of the curve is
to heavily invest indrone tech in both industry and academia. India
mustereate its own drone shield.

Coco-colonialism

London is going nuts over ‘nariyal’
Bachi Karkaria

Oxford Street isn't yet redolent with aromas of simmering
avival, albeit close enough. Goodbye. Coca-colonialism's.
Hello, coco-colonialism. London is being blitzed by coconut
milk, water, oil, fresh/desiceated./compacted kernel. From
tahl tube and bus, I'm 'bumberdermlh ads ordaring
M Comvert to Caconut”. Tt isn't baptism by fiery kari but by cool
tetrapack. Dewning packaged narival poaniisnot a patch on slur ping from the
r I(h] r, pven if pasier to wield. It's already canght on among India's sipping
s0s. Hare, the litthe blue and white cartons are drink du jour not only coz
Emam indeed all exited-from Europe- is inthe throes of a throat {and grass)-
parching Indian summer. It's a wider conguest.

The unrelenting ad's baseline says, ‘It's not a cult”. The udder distaste for
milkfromnature-intended sources led to such substitutesas soya, oat, almond,
appla.. Coconut conversion, however, goes beyond Veganism & Co.

Its messaging cashes in on the greatest, latest massage: ‘gut health'.
Thisisthesilver bullet; sure-five seduction; certain path tonirvana,
physical, mental, psychological, yen, even social. As always, We
Ime\l\ it first. Remember the ancient eastern wisdom of a
ealthy morning evacuation? Here, “potty” is ensured via pot

|
erratica Dd' Coconut Yog'. That's yoghurt, not Guruji Iyengar. The ad
———— promises ALL YOUR PROBLEMS WILL BE SOLVED. If your
r dessert-basad. Or curry-gollop-
pot-based.’
ok_but If+
visitor will cure home-food yearning with ersatz Ernakulam. Batter to favour

problams m !xc]uslveL\f brapkfrst-ha
based. g-a-whole-coconut-i
Chicken tlkkamasalaandk i

pectingdesi

real curry, Mereifully this is no longer the pineapple-riddled atrocity once
dlsh.ed uEm icky- st]l:k) Bangladeshi dives. As & mark of my own upgr
pertly shaking signature cocktail 5
mai‘umheﬂulapesher and called himself “Jose',
5till, geod to know that ‘cocomut’ is now semething more desirable than
a WOG (Westernised Oriental Gentlemen) who was ‘brown outside, white
inside’. Even more satisfying is palms metaphorically swaying amidst oaks,
maore evidence of East and West mixi and nixing colonial Mr Kipling.
+

Alec Smartsaid: “Tesla test-drives India.”

1967 and before 2004 must show one parent is an Indian
citizen. Those born after 2004 must prove both parents
arecitizens. Many poor and internal migrants, including
minorities, aren’t able w produce such docwments.
HNews reports lay hare the problems and anxieties at
the grassroots.

EC in its June 24 circular allowed booth level
officers (BLOs) to report on voters whom a BLO finds
iffy, basis "missing documents or atherwise”™. Not
only is that subjective, poll officiels - school
tenchers, postal workers, govt admin - have
neither the mandate nor the competency to
identify illegal immigrants.

It's still unclear why EC chose Bihar to
gﬂut SIR months before assembly polls.

[Rs haven't taken place since the 2000s
because digitisation was expected tosort
out ‘duplication’ and weed out ‘ineligible”
voters on the rolls, updated on a rolling
basis. Every summary revision by an
SEC rationalises voter lists. For instance,
over 8L names were deleted from Bihar
SEC's roll released after summary revision
ahead of 2024 Lok Sabha palls.

SCshould ask why ECdoesn'teonsider
its Jun 2025 revision kosher: IF the 2002 caste
survey in Bihar's Seemanchal distriets
revealed more Aadhaars than population,
why did EC wait three years? EC could
have ordered constituency-wise checks
immedzately. not on the eve of elections.

Plus, there exists no scientific study, survey, or
estimate by EC or any SEC about the extent of to which
rolls are ‘bloated” because of duplication or ineligible
voters. Isit0.1%, 1%, 3%, 10%? What is the sudden need
for an SIR India-wide with short lead times? Imagine
the chaos if the next rounds are in Assam. Bengal,

Kerala, and Tamil Madu - again months before state
polls between March and May 2028,

Alsp, EC has said hoth that no name will be deleted and
that voters who don’t submit forms won's be included.
‘Whatdoes it want? A new roll, oran update?

EC refuses to secept Aadhaar for SIR. recopmising
its inadequacy. Yet it has collected an estimated 80% of
Aadhaar numbers nationwide and, in March 2025,
doubled down on linking
Aadhaar with voter IDs. I
Aadhaar is unreliable
for IR, why con-
tinue promoting
its linkage with
voter [Ds?

EC's push for a tech-forward interface between
citizens & EC is concerning. When electoral processes,
aspecially voter rolls, are tech-led, controls move away
from a human-led voterstate interface to multiple
tech layers. Citizens deal with a centralised faceless
antity with no accountability, away from the booth-
level intersction.

Technically, bloated rolls can be identified through
turnout patterns, anomalies in elector-to-population
ratice lowmale turnout in out-migration constituencies,
and linkage with death registries. These can all be
addressed through existing targeted interventions -
what summary revisions accomplish like clockwork
bafore every election.

EC cites the need to de-duplicate. Voter rolls are
built in parts. Parts are brought together to build a
comstituency’s voter roll. But‘integration” between two
constituencies or at interdistrict levels is uneven across.
states. EC had envisioned EPIC portability for migrants
through connected voter rolls. But to make that happen
linking of rolls is required. This has not materialised
yet. Tounderstand why, ask who owns voter rolls?

SECs are puardians of their respective voter rolls.
EC is given voter data ground up, state by state. It is
not yet a reality that Karnataka's woter roll is linked
with UP's or Gujarat's. SIR cannot fix de-duplication,
‘bacausa how do you prove the Bihari migrant also hasa
vote in Bengaluru?

Is it aquestion of deploying tech? No, EC may ba the
keeper of Lok Sabha and state assembly election rolls,
But in letter and spirit of the Union of states. the guas-
tiom of kinking or integrating rolls becomes a political,
federal, legal matte:

The'drive to hang all states’ voter rolls ona BigTech
BigData frame is overcentralisation of electorate’s
details. This becomes relevant given EC is set to start
prepping for One Nation One Election (ONOE), which
may kick in by 2004 Lok Babha polls. To that end, SIR
appedrs to be a renewed attempt to create an all-India
integrated single roll - tech-l

But is this desirable? Simultaneous elections have
baen held successfully without integrated voter rolls -
Andhraand Odisha are casesin point. There's a parcep-
tible shift in EC's digitisation goals. If smpowering
migrants was once the focus, ‘weeding out ineligible

# voters' has emerged & concern without any survey

suggesting this is a bigger issue than bogus voting or
missing names.

SECs, set to lose powers with ONOE, must ask EC to
explain thenead for SIR. None of the reasons EC cited -
rapid wrbanization for poll beoth ratiemalisation,
migrants, or ‘ineligible’ voters - demand a todal redo
of digitised voters’ list. The latter two need targeted
interventions.

Biharvoter rolls are a litmus test for EC.

Why Cheer A Show That Empathises With Male Rage?

Emmy nominations for Adolescence can’t hide its troubling message: that male violenceis a
product of male suffering, and women are accountable for the actions of violent men

Anna M M Vetticad

of incelhood in Adolescernce.

P

of wiolence could help combat it
But what if awareness-building
camouflages subthe victim-blaming
and sympathy for perpetrators? I'vae
wrestled with this question since
An’m’emnw went globally viral this summer, more so
since it bagged multiple spots among the Emmy nomi-
nations announced on Tuesday.

The British series revolves around the fallout of a
-yaurold bay murdering o gif from his school.
Thraugh isodes, it examines circumstances
surreunding his brutality, including an absant
Dad, bullying and online misogyny Amidst all-
round adulation, what's gone largely unnoticed is
the stealth with which Adolescence makes room
for women/girls to be held accountable when
assaulted by men.

Viral fever | “She must have done someshing to
provoke him. " Adolescence takes & deftly disguised
wvarsion of this oft-repeated line against female
victimsof maleviolence, packaging it in beautiful
acting, poignant music, technical brilliance and
polished obfuscation.

This is unfortunate because the show has
sparked necessary worldwide discussions on
pressures horne by teenaged boys in this soeial
networkingera. InIndia. it has mainstreamed hitherto
niche topics related to Internet influencers inflaming
boys: the manosphera (a virtual ecosystem devoted
to hate for women). incels imens'boys who self-identify
as involuntary celibates) and proud misogynists like
Andrew Tate with massive followings. These themes
aremore familiar to North Americaand Europe. where
the radicalisation of men on the deep web has led o
mass killings recognised as misogynistic terror
attacks. But Tate clones exist in India too, driving an
under-reparted sub-culture of unapologetic, aggressive
misoEyny among male youth.

This conversation is incomplate though unless
we critigue the surreptitious misrepresentation

Tr | One aspect of the show that has
drawn flak from a handful of feminists is that whilethe
teenaped murderer, Jamie, is written with depth, we
never meet the victim, Katie. To my mind this is not the
issue. A eriminal's biography need not include bio-
graphies of his‘her victims, nor should audiences
require profiles of vlcnms tnconﬂmna crime. Hare's
theissue though: ha luded Katie f he story,
the writers get other charscters to reveal crucial
information that renders her unlikesble and could
potentially be viewed as justification for Jamie's

ravange. We learn that she belittled Jamie while rejec-
ting his romantic overture, bullied him online and
publicly laballed him anincal.

Forthe record, the manosphere was not bornof bully-
ing by women - bullies. anyway, ex1st across genders.
The manosphere is rooted in anti-feminist sentiment.
imagined male victimheod and a theory among incels
that 80% of heterosexwal men are denied romance and
sax towhich they are entitled.

Given this, characterising Katie as a bully is a
mischievous seripting choice.

The show's defenders may claim that & balanca is
struck when Katie's friend calls her “the best parson [
knew...the only one who thought 1 was actually okay".

Notahly though, these are fleeting. subjective comments
in the few minutes allocated to this character whe
spends most of her screen time being belligerent and
charmbess. Katie's meanness, however, is detailed over
aspan of two episades, by Jamie ana an ohjective third
party who did not personally know either of them but
provides proof of her conduct. Eardier. in Episode 1,

s about an hour to be adorably scared and
chi e, before we see a video of the murder. In the
finale, he also has a redemptive moment.

Questionable motives | Even more than for Jamie, the
seript ineorporates justifications for his father Eddie’s
fiarce temper and violenee. Infact, though the plot
initially purports to be about Jamie, its overall
dasign ultimately centres Eddie through whom
Adolescence works hard to foster empathy for
violent men. Eddie had a physically abusive father,
Eddie wanted tobe abetter parent than that. Eddie’s
van was vandalised after Jamie's crime, Eddie
wasremgmsedssJamlesDadenl:reepysh’anger
at a store —flawed but good-hearted Eddie on whose
pain the spotlight is trained.

Jack Thorne, who co-created Adolescence, has.
=aid the s!ww\ & purpose is “tolook into the eye of
male rage”. In pursuit of this goal, the wrmm.
avoids addressing the inconvenient truth 1
anraged girls and women don’t mimic lhewn]ence
of enraged boys and men, though girls too face
sociil media pressure and feelings of a]lennunn

iety inadditiontothe vi
ﬂ]scrlmmauun alwaysintrinsic [nlhe[ema]eexpeﬂ.eﬂce

For instance, Jamie’s entire family was harassed
after themurder, yet Eddiealone erupts in anger. While
his wife and daughter walk on eggshells around him,
we hear nothing of why they did not turn out like him
andJamie. They just don't.

This is not whataboutery These are logical
questionsthatcould yield insights into gender conflict.
Addolescence sidestaps them and insidiously positions
male violence as a product of male suffering, while
taking female restra int for granted.

The writer 15 quihor of The Advendures of an iepid
Flim Crific
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The only
solutions that
areever worth
anything are
the solutions
that people
Sfind them
selves

Satyajit Ray

Practising Unconditional Love For

Rajiv Vij

complete, inour owneyesand that of

others. That we'll finglly feel secure,
Yet, the topof every hill we climb

mrnswttuhe:hebcmmul the next.

eall experienceasense of
‘ N ,I' incompleteness or inadequacy
From time to time. You coubd
be insecureabout your intellect,
capability, background or future.
Perhaps you strugele with imposter
syndrome - the fealing that you arenot
a5 good as people perceive you to bea,

raturns. Comparing ourselves with
athers lesves us dissatisfied and
insecure because there's always
someane who's more success-
ful, smarter, fitter. kinder. or

[ incom child
collegeornot.

»
2

‘where weare inlife right now.
Irrespectiveof whether you get that
coveted promotion or not, whether you
1useu\21ihto'rrm and whether your
totheir dream

Toconnect with our completeness,
weneed tolook beyond our passing
thoughts and emotions. What is
s our essential unchanging

Ourselves

oenwhichitunfolds. Weare not the
waves in an ocean but the ocean itself in
which the waves appear.

Take a moment now, Gently close
your eyes, Turn your attention inward.
Rastin that quiet witnessing presence.
Notice how it feels - peacaful, still,
untouched by fear or striving. It's comp-
late. whole and enough. And soare you!

Becoming more secure isthe

‘What wedon't realise is how much whoseems to havea more ~ self Iz it the body that is doorway toexperiencing lightness and
this underlying insscurity shapas our “perfict”life, % * alwayschanging withage;is  inner peace. One of the biggest sources
lifeexperience. Itisoftenat the heart of True progress beging ittha thoughts and fealings of strass in ourlife is sur attachment to
our fear, anxiety, e go, and restlessness. with building greater which routinely arise and fixed outcomes. Whan we are more
Itinfluences how werelate toothersand  selfsccoptanceanddeeper  Tyr opEAKING TREE disappear;orisitthewitness  securewithin, we commit to the process
how we renct to setbacks. Inmany ways,  self-love Ordinarily we ————————— pwareness that is present whilestayingopen to differant possible

itfor ms thefabric on which much of
our life experience is woven.
Subconsciously, we try to overcome
this insecurity inmany ways. We seek
perfection in ourselves, seek approval
of others around us and chase visible and

judge ourselves all the time - we are
often our worst critics. Instead, weneed
to practise unconditional love for our-
selves, This unconditional I
‘mean we believe we are perfect - simply
that weare enclua.hthe\l Ey wedre.

axperiance?

di 't all these ch

bafore, duringand at the end of every

‘Weare the silent awareness that

DutComes.

This self-knowladge guides ustobe
maore authentic. more humble, more
fearless and more kind, We seek without

experi

material goals. Welmpllcldyassume Knowthat
that wing these will mak 1 whole and

ich the way we are snd

without getting altered itself. Our true
nature isnot the movie(the sevies of
yaxperiences that we
associate oursalves with) but the screen

striving, grow without pride, relate
without judging and love without
expectations.

The wrifer (s Snpapore. ased [fecooch
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India needs to diversify its ener
sources to keep trade deficit low

l ncia’s trace data for the frst quarter of this

financial year (QIFY26) and for June 2025

are leading to some room for cheer but there
is considerable concern as well. The Commerce
Ministry's monthly exportimport data indicate
that June's merchandise trade saw the sharpest
uptick in outbound shipments to the US. i
months, at a growth rate of 23.5% to $8.3 billi
This was likely aided by importers wishing to
stock up before the July 9 “pause” in "reciprocal
tariffs”, but now extended to August 1. While ov-
erall goods exports in June almost stayed flat at
§35.14 billion ($35.16 billion, last June), likely on
account of softer crude ol prices, QIFY26 regis-
tered a marginal year on year growth of 1.92% at
$102.17 billion, Despite the widening year on year
merchandise trade deficit to $67.26 billion (§62.1
billion, QIFYZ5), it is the impressive growth in
services exports, by almost 1% to $98.13 billion
($88.46 billion, QIFY25) that has aided in shrink-
ingg Indlia's overall trade deficit by 9.4% in QIFY26,
This mirrors years of India's trade trajectory,
where services have outperformed goods ex-
ports.

It is important to note that refined petroleum
products have traditionally constituted the lar-
gest chunk of India’s goods export (at about 15%),
While many believe US, President Trump is un-
likely to stay the course on his threat of a 100%
“secondary tariffs” on countries buying Russian
eruide — to pressire Moscow to end its invasion of
Ukraine = it hits an underbelly in India’s mer-
chandise trade. India overtook China recently o
become the largest importer of Rissian erude,
forming 36% of its oil imports. This has helped In-
dia leverage the cost arbitrage as western Euno-
pean nations maintain a ban on Russian erude
impaorts. But Mr. Trump's threat makes India’s
need to diversify its fuel and energy imports
fhofe urgert, as it focuses on electrifying tran-
sport and ramping up renewables. It also high-
lights the need for India to diversify and grow
merchandise trade, by firther ) ing its

Fencing out the voter in Bihar's poll roll preparation

hat does it mean to live ina
demoeracy if your name no
longer appears on the electoral
roll? In Bihar today, this question

has amunnd chilling salience. Lakhs ::Fnlua.ns
face an immi threat of di
solely because they may be unable to meet the
oneroiis, shifting, and arbitrary burdens imposed
on them by the Election Commission of India
(ECI's ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR).
The revision, announiced in June 2025, with
Bihar's State elections looming in the
background, has ushered in a period of deep
uncertainty. There can be itle doubt that
electoral ralls must be periodically updated,
ensuring that people eligible to vote are included
and ineligible persons are excluded. The integrity
of our democratic process demands nothing less.
However, the present exercise seeks to redraw
the rolls in a fashion that is both opacgue and
hurried. With the publication of a draft roll
scheduled for August 1, it is difficult to see huw
the admini ion ean conduct i an
exercise in a constitutionally sound manner
within so narrow a time frame.

What is troubling
More troubling still is the nature of the
classifications that the ECI has introduced. A June
24 notification lists 11 acceptable forms of
documentary proof - these range from passports
and caste certificates to matriculation records,
But, notably, it omits others that are more widely
hdd |nrJudm3; Aadhaar card, ration card,

r's licence, and even the Electors Phato
Identity Card (EPIC) issued by the EClitself.

In parallel, the exercise also carves out a
difference between voters who were included in
the roll as part of the last intensive revision in
2003 and those added subsequently. The latter
group must now re-establish their eligibility
through a fresh application supported by
documents. The ECI has not explained why it
believes these entries, created and verified
through its past processes, now warrant
re-verification on a mass scale. If the implication
is that the prior inclusion was flawed, then the
onus must le with the state, not with the voter,

T be sure, Article 324 of the Constitution

sprawling, labour-intensive micro, small and me-
divm enterprises, which constitutes almost half
(46%) its goods exports. Exports in electronic
poods (46.93%), tea (32.64%), meat, dairy and
poultry (19.7%) and marine products {13.33%),
saw steady growth this June when compared
with last June, But overall goods exports exclud-
ing petroleum and gems and jewellery were al-
maost flat in the same period. With a fortnight o
go and three rounds of negotiations to scramble a
“miini deal” before the auturmn deadline to reacha
Bilateral Trade Agreement, the government has
its task cut out to reach a faivourable outcome,
The stakes could not be higher as the U5, has
constituted the largest share of India's overall ex.

ports for some years now, at nearly a fifth (17.7%)
of total exports in the last fiscal alone.

Safe havens no more
Sexual violence in workplaces and

educational institutions is worryin,

rom Odisha to Karnataka, Bengal to Delhi,

violence against women has seen an omi-

nous rise over the past few months, What
is even more appalling is that erimes are being
committed in spaces such as school and college
campuses or workplaces which are usually pres-
umed to be safe havens. On July 14, a 20-year-old
student of Fakir Mohan Autonomous College, Ba-
lasore, passed away after suffering 90% burns in
an immolation bid. The B.Ed student had taken
the extreme step outside the principal's office af-
ter her repeated complaints of sexual harass-
ment, against a senior teacher, went unhl.an]
The sceused teacher, Samir Sabu, and the prine-
pal, Dillip Ghosh, have been arrested, buldpn:-
chous life would not have been lost had her grie-
vances been redressed in time. She ran from
pillar to post, taking it right up to the Chief Minis-
ter's office, but no one paid attention to her grave
complaint. In Bengal, even before a year has
passed since a post-graduate student's brotal kill-
ing at .G Kar Medical Hospital in 2024, a law
college student was gang-raped on campis this
June; in Mangaluru, two lecturers have been ar-
rested for the alleged rape of a student; in Delhi, a
niteyear-old girl's fape and murder led to the
Opposition crying foul over the collapse of law
and order,

Litthe seems to have changed on the ground af-
ter Nirbhaya's rape and murder in Delhi in 2002,
Stringent laws are in place, but to what effect?
The Odisha student’s plight hds it the spuﬂqﬂu

the ECTta in superintendence,
d.ll'ﬂ.tlLITh and control aver the preparation of the
electoral rolls. Article 326 also mandates that
elections are predicated on adult suffrage - that is
to sy, every person who is a dtizen of India and
who is not bess than eighteen years of age on an
appointed date shall be eligible o vote,

To that end, The Representation of the People
Act (RPA), 1950, authorises the ECI to revise the
rolls from time to time, and even t carry out
"special revisions” where necessary. But these

FParthasarathy

is an advocate
practising in the:
Madras High Court

The Supreme
Court must
intervene, once
again, in the
matter of the
Iihar Special
Intensive
Revision of
electoral rolls
and ensure that
the manner of
the preparation
meets India’s
exacting

comnsl {onal

powers are not unlimited. They are subject toa
slew of constitutional protections. The exercise of
discretion, however well-intentioned, must be
rooted in legality and proportionality and must
remain restrained by the rights of those it affects.

Need for fairness and non-discrimination
The Supreme Court of India has long affirmed
that free and fuir elections constitute a
non-negotiable comerstone of India’s
constitutional order. While the right to vote flows
from statute, it remains critical to this guarantee
~ it operates within a framework that promises
equality and political participation.
Consequently, the process by which electoral
ralls are revised must conform to standards of
procedural fairness, transparency and
non-discrimination. A revision that imposes
unduly onerous burdens — particularly without
adequate notice — on registered voters to
re-establish their citizenship and which permits
exclusions based on » and inconsistently
applied eriteria would certainly fall afoul of these
imperatives.

Under Article 14 of the Constitution, which
puarantees the right to equality, a classification
made by the state must satisfy a two-part test;
there must be an intelligible differentia
distinguishing those people grouped together
from those people left out. And that differentia
mist bear a rational relation to the object sought
tor b achieved by the law or action in question.

On this test, the classifications made under the
SIR are deeply suspect. First, there is the division
between voters added during the intensive
revision in 2003 and those added Ihn'l:aln:n

that this distinction is i ible, its
relevance to the stated objective — of ensuring
electoral-roll integrity - remains unclear. 1s the
ECI suggesting that its post-2000 additions were
based on weaker evidentiary standards? I so,
whiy have those names remained on the rolls
through successive elections?

Second, the categorisation of identity
documents also appears arbitrary. The
notification treats school-leaving certificates as
sufficient documentation, but disregards
ECLissued EPIC Cards, introducing, in the
process, an element of unreasonableness that is
impossible to reconcile with the of

mew documentary hurdles is to raise the cost of
participation for those already furthest from the

system,

Top court’s intervention

On July 10, lengthy arguments were advanced
before a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court
on whether the SIR should be stayed. Duting the
hearing, the Bench appeared perplesed by the
ECI's exclusion of widely held identity
docuiments. While it did not issue any interim
restraint, the Court said that it would be in the
“interest of justice” if the EC1 "also considers the
following three documents as well (apart from the
11 documents mentioned in order dated
24.06.2025), i.e., &) Aaadhar Card; B) Electors
Photo Identify Card (EPIC), which is issued by
Election Commission of India itself, and ©) the
Ration Card”.

But what does the word "consider” mean in
this context? Must the ECLaceept these
documents as valid evidence, or merely review
them and reject them if it so chooses? The
ambiguity leaves enough doubt to create further
dielay, which can also potentially lead to the
creation of a fait accompli. By the time the matter
returns to the Court, the draft roll will be on the
verge of publication, with voters who have been
wrongly excluded serambling to meet deadlines,

Given the gravity of the issues involved and
given the impending Assembly elections in the
State, the status quo in the case must be
preserved. But, equally, given that the questions
are limited and the record essentially
documentary, the Court must move swifthy, It
should prompt parties to exchange pleadings
without delay and sehedule the matter for a final
hearing before the revision becomes irreversible.

The legitimacy of an election depends not only
on the fairness of its outcome but also on the
leu-iwcnmuhL-i process. When the rules of
inclusion are changed midstream, when the ons
of proof is m.u\n.d without reason, and when
constitutional guarantees are fAltered through
Layers of bureavcratic and administrative
discretion, what remains is not participation but
performance. The Court can scarcely supervise
every line on the roll, but it must ensure that the
manner of its preparation meets our exacting

equal treatment. The consequences of these
decisions are far-reaching. If the draft electoral
roll published on August | omits previously
registered voters, they will be left with a mere 30
days to furnish further documents evincing
dm;l:nllty That burden will fall must hweavily on

Is wha are least 1 to shoulder it
- Ihl: socially mau;mall-ﬂ:d and the economically

standards

1. Many might not even be aware
that their names have been deleted. To impose

o

In India’s founding moment, the electoral roll
was an act of republican recognition. As Ornit
Shani has shown in her book, How India Became
Democratic: Citizenship And The Making Of The
Universal Franchise, it was built not by excluding
the undocumented but by bureancrats striving to
find and register them. The presumption then
was that people belonged. That presumption now
tangs in the balance. It is for the Court to decide
whether it still holds.

A tectonic shift in thinking to build seismic resilience

he tremaors that were felt in Delhi on July
T 10, 2025, at 9.04 a.m. with a magnitude of

4.4 on the Richter Scale - as reported by
the National Center for Seismology (NCS) - area
wakeup call for India's seismic vulnerability. The
epicentre, which was located approximately 20
kilometres southwest of the city at a shallow
depth of five kilometres, did not cause significant
damage but but exposed the fragility of the
capital's infrastructure, where aver 80% of
buildings, especially those pre-dating the year
2000, fail to comply with seismic codes,

The July event follows a series of earthquakes
seross Asia since March 2025, including the
dwa-itatmg quake in Myanmar and Thailand
tremors in Tibet and Greece, and
FeCUFTing seismic activ
India-Myanmar border. As India sits on one of the
world's most tectonically active plates, tl
urgency to biiild seismic resilience has never
been greater.

The danger of unpreparedness

India‘s seismic risk is rooted in the northward
drift of the Indian Plate, colliding with the
Eurasian Plate at 4 centimetres to 5 ¢m a year,
shaping the Himalayas, which is a region overdue
for a "Great Himalayan Earthquake™ of
rmagnitude 8 or higher, potentially impacting over
300 million people across northern India, Nepal,
and Bhutan. Delhi, which lies in Seismic Zone IV
(high risk), with a peak groiind acceleration (PGA)
factor of 0.24g, lies perilously close to this
tectonic frontier.

The tremors felt in July, though moderate,
highlighted the risk to the city's estimated 33.5
million residents and over 5,000 high-rises, many
built without adhering to the Bureau of Indian

on Internal Complaint G
under the Sexual Harassment u{WDmcn at Work:
place Act, 2013, The Odisha government asked all
colleges to form the committees within 24 hours,
after the tragic death. Questions should be raised
about the manner in which the system failed the
student, and the absolute lack of accountability,
The annual *‘Crime in India® report by the Nation-
al Crime Records Bureau (NCRB} for the year
2023 is yet to be released. Figures available for
2022 show that a total of 4,45,256 cases of ‘crimes
against women' were registered, showing an in-
crease of 4% over 2021, While the majority of
crimes against women were registered under
‘cruelty by hushand or his relatives’ (31.4%), ‘as
sault on women with intent to outrage her mod
esty’ comprised 18.7% of all crimes, and “rape’
was pegged at 7%, It must be noted that many
crimes go unreported as well. In this backdrop,
comversations about sexual violence and gender
are imperative, and musst start early. The clamour
for justice against a crime should not die down af-
ter a few days either, especially when protectors
turn predators.

(4.
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lards’ 15 1893:2016 Code, which mandates
ductile detailing and shear walls, Historical
events such as the Bhuj earthquake of 2001 (7.7
magnitude, 20,000-plus deaths) and the Nepal
cquiake of 2015 (7.8 magnitude) underscore the
catastrophic potential of unpreparedness.

Balasubramanian
Govindasamy

i & retired Chief
Engineer and farmer
Deputy Adviser,
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Gavemment of India.
e has been a central
govemment team
rembser bo mitigate
the drinking water
problem in the wake
of natural ealarmities
scross India

With earthguake
activity
intensifving,
reglonally and
globally, the
Government of
India must lead
a natlonal
dialogue
enforce selsmic
codes rigorously

Beyond Delhi, India's seismic zones, which
range from Zone 1o 'V, span a vast bk

To counter this, India must enforoe seismic

area. The northeast, including Manipur,
Nagaland, and Mizoram in Zone V (very high risk,
PGA 0.36g4), has felt the ripple effects of seismic
activity in Myanmar, notably the 7.7 magnitude
Mandalay quake on March 28, 2025, and a 5.2
magnitude event on May 17, 2025, The Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, also in Seismic Zone V,
remain prone to tsunamis following subduction
anne activity, as seen in 2004, The 5.7 magnitude
Tibetan quake on May 12, 2025, caused tremors in
Sikkim, reinforcing the restlessness in the
Himalayan belt. Even distant events, such as the
quake of magnitude of 6.2 in Greece on May 22,
2005, reflect a global pattern of tectonic unrest,
though their direct impact on India is minimal.

Greater danger with urbanisation

Dhelhii’s rapid urbanisation exacerbates the risk it
Faces. Older structures in East Delhi, built on
licuetaction-prone soils, and poorly designed
high-rises pose a threat during strong quake
shaking. The NCS's real-time monitoring wsing
the IndinQuake app offers early warnings, but
enforeement and public awareness lag behind.
Compare this to Bangkok, where updated seismic
codes since 2007 mitigated damage despite a
flat-slab collapse in 2025, or Myanma, where
unenforced codes worsened the quake toll in
2025, India must bridge this enforeement gap to
protect its cities,

The global seismic context heightens the
urgency. The Greece earthquake, though 5,000
kim away, is part of a series of tremors since
March, including those in Indonesia, the
Chile-Argenting border, and Ecuador on May 3,
2025, While these do not directly trigger Indian
quakes, they signal a dynamic earth, pointing to
the need for preparedness. The Himalayan
selsmic gap, where strain has built since the
quake in Kangra (1905) and the "‘Gorkha quake’
(Nepal, 2015), are a ticking clock, with a major
event potentially devastating Delhi and beyone.

codes rigorously. In Delhi, older
buildings with steel jacketing and mandating
dheep pile foundations in vulnerable areas can
enhance stability. Guwahati, in Zone V, needs
strict 15 1893 :2016 compliance, avoiding
Brahmaputra floodplain construction to prevent
lepuefaction, and sdopting base isolation for
critical infrastructure. Bhuj requires expanded
retrofitting and community disaster response
tearns. The Delhi Development Autherity should
accelerate compliance checks, while the NCS
expands early warning systems to rural Zone V
s,

Global lessons

The interfational lessons are instructive.
Bangkok's use of high-strength concrete
CR0MPa-40 MPa) and ductile detailing offers a
model, though its lower seismic risk (0,102
differs from India's Zone V challenges. The
clamage seen in Myanmar due to unreinforced
miasenry is a warning about neglect — a risk India
must avaid. Tailored solutions - accounting for
the Northeast's soft soils and Kutch's sandy basins
— tecuite anmial retrofitting investments of
0,000 crore, as estimated by experts,

With seismic dumly intensifying regionally
aid globally, India cannot afford delay. The
Government of India must lead with stringent
enforcement, public education, and resilient
infrastriscture investment. Citizens should
educate themselves about the need for
emergency kits, safe building practices, and
evacuation plans. The Bhuj disaster, where
unpreparedness amplified casualties, remains a
haurting lesson, As tremors punctuate India’s
seismic landscape, building resilience is a
technical and moral duty in order to protect lives
and livelihoods.

There needs to be a national dialogue urging
action before the next major quake strikes.
Delhi's tremor echoes this urgency, demanding a
transformation from vulnerability to strength.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Indian nurse's case
The case of the Indian

Unhealthy food intake

nurse, Nimisha Priya, in
‘Yermen, and a reprieve for
her, is a reflection of the
delicate blend of justice,

mercy, faith, and diplomacy.

It shows that even in the
shadow of death, life can
still be reclaimed through
compassion and timely
action [Front page, July 16).
Mohammad Asad,

Murmbas

While steps are being
initiated through quality
checks and spreading
awareness on the health
risks associated with the
consumption of snacks and
sugar intake (Editorial,
"Mare than symbolic”, July
16], one wonders whether
these steps are adequate.
The directions on labelling
alene may not suffice. Most
packages already have

information on the today than the food Danger and drills gaps in safety protocols,
percentages of oil, sugar business, There are no A goods train carrying equipment chacks and
and trans-fat content, The checks in place especially 27,000 litres of diesel caught | communication. Southemn
real dangers lie elsewhere, on the use of cooking oils fire mear Tiruvallur station, Railway must conduct
The consumption of a and the ingredients. There which is close to Chennai, regular emergency drills.
variety of snacks prepared needs to be a systern where | on July 13 Being proactive measures

and sold by street and
roadside vendaors is on the
rise, but is there a watch
being kept on the cheap
quality ingredients that are
being used in the
preparation? There is
nathing maore profitable

quality checks are
mandatory. Comprehensive
and meticubous planning is
needed. But, most
impartantly, its execution is
a must.

Balasubramaniam Pavanl,
Seounderabad

e

The blaze forced the
cancellation of a number of
train services and the
evacuation of people wha
lived nearby. Nthuuyl
firefighters d to

will safeguard lives and
property, and restore public
frust.

Vivek M. Jain,
Chennai

control the fire, this is an
incident that has exposed

Letter
letters@thehindu.co.in
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CERN collider reveals major clue to
universe’s bias against antimatter

For the first time, s

scientists have observed that the laws of physics are different for the particles thar make up visible matter and their antiparticles.

The finding is key to understanding why martter dominates the universe even though it once had equal quantities of matter and antimartter

Masudevan Mukunth

he universe is made mostly of

matter, not antimatter, but

scientists believe that after the

Big Bang, hath must have
existed in equal amounts. One of the big
mysteries in physics is understanding why
muatter dominates the unmiverse today and
what happened to all the antimarter.

A key clue comes from something
called CPviolation - a difference in the
behaviour of matter and antimagter,

While CP violation has been observed
in certain types of particles called
mesons, it has never been reported in
baryons, which are the particles (like
protons and reutrons) that make up most
of the matter around us.

Based on new data, the LHCh
eollaboration in Europe has now reported
the first-ever ohservation of CP violation
in baryon decays, speciically in a particle
called the Ab? baryon (pronounced
“Lambda bee-zero baryon”),

Their findings were published in
Nuatwre on July 16.

"For the first time, we have clear
evidence of CP violation in baryons,”
Xueting Yang, the corresponding awthor
of the study, & member of the LHCb team,
and a PhDD student at Peking University in
Beijing, whkd The Hindu,

"The matterantimatter asymmetry in
the universe requires CP violation in
baryons, such that the discovery is a key
step forward”

Looking for the signal

The Large Hadren Collider is the workd's largest, mest pawerlul panicle accelerator, It accelerates panticles, mainly protars, to near the speed of light in

e d v araund o 27-H

In CP, *C' stands for charge conj fon,
which means the action of swapping &
particle with its antipartiche, ‘P stands for
parity, which is the action of flipping the
spatial coordinates, like looking in a
mirror,

CP symmetry stipulates that if you
swap particles for antiparticles and look
ina mirror, the laws of physics should be
the same,

CP violation thus means this symmetry
is broken and that the kws of physics are
slightly different for matter and
antimatter. This is important because CP
violation is a necessary ingredient to
explain why the universe is made mostly
of matter,

The Abe baryon is made up of three
smaller particles: an up quark, a down
quark, and a bottom quark. The
antiparticle of the Ab® baryon is called the
Al bar.

The newly reported result focuses ona
specific decay of the Ab" baryon: intoa
proton, a negatively charged kaon, a
positively charged pion, and a negatively
charged pion. This is denoted: Ab® 4+ p
Kx'E.

The eollaborstion also studied the
same decay for the antiparticle, Ab®™bar,
but with all charges reversed,

The experiment used data from the
Large Hadron Collider at CERN,
specifically from the LHCh detector on
the machine,

The LHCE team eollected data between
2011 and 2008, corresponding to a very
large number of collisions between beams
of protons accelerated to nearly the speed
of light.

In these collisions, Ab" and Ab®-bar
baryons are produced and then rapidly
decay. The LHCh researchers looked for

events where the decay products
mutched p Kn'e,

To reduce background nodse - in the
form of random combinations of particles
that mimic the signal - they used
muchine learning to distinguish real

particle identification wols on computers
that could el protons, kaons, and pions
apart.

The main quantity they measured wis
the C asymmetry. It compares the
numbser of AbY decays o the number of
Abthar decays: if there is no CP violation,
the value of CF asymmetry should be
zern, In practice, they measured the yield
asymmetry, which is the difference in the
numbser of decays observed for Ab® and
Ab-bar.

There are some effects that can mi
CI violation. For example, the
proton-proton collisions may produce
more Ab" than Ab®bar wo begin with, For
another, the LHCh detector on the Large
Hadron Collider might have been slightdy
better at detecting one charge over
another.

To correct for these possible bases, the
researchers used a control channel - a
similar decay where no CP violation is
expected. Here, an Ab" baryon decays o
a positively charged Ac baryon, and a
negatively charged pion:

AbT S Ac T,

Any asymmetry seen in this control
channel was considered a nuisance and

| from the main mea
cM
K

nappens during the ccllision, cery

The researchers used statistical
methods to determine how many real Ab»
baryon and Ab™bar antiparticle decays
the detector recorded. Then they checked
their resulis for consistency across
different data-taking riods, detector
settings, and anal

Thuss, the team found a significant
difference in the decay rates: about 2.45%,

Mesomns, then baryons

According to the paper, this result is 5.2
standard deviations away from zero,
which is well above the st I
threshold required for physi
adiscovery in particle physics,

It was expected that the LHCh group
Tad t’!!(l!}.‘h dalz They are repo it

cal physi University of
affilinte graduate faeuly, and
Chennai's Institute of Mathematical
Sciences retired professor Rahal Sinha
ol The Hindu.

This is the first time CP violation has
been observed in baryon decays.
Previously, physicists had reported CP
violation only in mesons, particles which
are made of a quark and an antiquark,
and not baryons, which are made of three
quarks.

The result matches the predictions of
the Standard Model, the main theory of
particle physics, which says CP violation
comes from the way quarks mix and
decay.However, the amount of CP
violation in the Standard Model is not
enowgh o explain the matter-antimatter
imbalance in the universe,

“The ohservation of CP violation in

Sinha said.

“The Standard Model predicts a rate of
disappearance of antimatter that doesn't
muteh what we're seeing in the universe”

‘New physics'
Thie new aNNOUNCEmMEnt Opens new ways
o search for ‘new physics', the name for
hitherto unknown effects or particles
beyomd what the Model predices, and
which physicists believe will reveal the
‘complete’ theory of subatomic particles.
According to Prod. Sinha, the new
paper reports observing CI violation in

More precise and comprehensive
measurements across different particle
systems are required o budld a
coherent and consistent pleture of CI*
violaton, Theoretically, improved
calculathons and refined models are
essential o conmect these

baryons but doesn't say whether the
amount of violation is higher or lower
thun that predicted by the Standand
Model, Ascertaining that requires
researchers to determine the complex
phase.

In the context of CF violation, the
complex phase is a combination of
variables present in the
Cabibbo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM)
matrix, a mathematical tool physicists use
tov undlerstand how the quarks in a baryon
interact with each other,

I the complex phase has a non-zero
vitlue, it means the laws of physics are not
identical for matter and antimatter,
beading o ohservable differences in their
behaviour.

The Standard Model predicts specific
vitlues for the amount of CP violation,
which are determined by the magnitude
and phiase of the variables in the CKM
matrix.

Ang. Then the particles are made to collide ot faur lacatians, where masshve detectors eollect data on what

phase for mesons can't be used for
baryons. To this end, Prof, Sinha added
that in 2022, he and his peers Shibasis
Roy and N. G. Deshpande described a
new way o measure the complex phase
for baryons, [t was published in Physical
Review Letters,

Observing CP violation in baryons is
important because the visible matter
around us toduy is made of baryons.
Some baryons like protons and neutrons
are very stable and don't decay for a long
timie.

Others, like -\h" decay in around 1.5
picoseconds. The point is what is true for
one baryen sh(ru be true for all baryons.

“To definitively resolve the asymmetry
problem, both experimental amd
theoretical progress are needed,” Dr. Yang
suid,

“Experimentally, more precise and
comprehensive measurements 4eross
different particle systems are required to
build a coberent and consistent picoure of
CP violation,

Theoretically, improved caleulations
and refined models are essential w
connect these experimental observations
with the fundamental physics driving the
matter-antimatter asymmetry.”

The Sakharov conditions
How did matter gain an overwhelming
upper hand over antimatter in the
universe? CP violaiion in baryons is an
impaortant piece of this puzzle — but also
only one piece,
In 1967, the Soviet physicist and Liter

famous political dissident Ancred

said three litions will have

By the phase fated
with CP violation in baryon decays,
physicists can compare the observed
amount of violation to the Standard
Model's predictions,

In their paper, the LHC researchers
hawve reported that the complex phase
infermation proved too difficult to extract
from the data collected by the detector.

“Until we measure the phase, we can't
say if the rate of antimatter's
disappearance is too high or too low
compared o the Model's prediction,”
Prof, Sinha said,

The same technigue to measure the

Thes LHCh detector at the Large Hadron Collider i desigred peimarily to study the decay of particles
contalning bottom guarks and and charm quarks, cess

to be met for the universe to be made
predominantly of only matter. They are:

(i) Baryon number violation: physical
processes must exist that create an
imbalance between the number of
baryons and the number of antibaryons,
CP violation in baryons

{iii) Departure from thermal
equilibrium: to prevent processes from
halancing baryon and antibaryon
production, interactions must oceur out
of equilibrium. The ohservation of CP
violation in baryon decays provides &
'source’ that adds to CP violation among
mesons, The complex phase of the
meso iolation has been measured
whereas that of the baryons is pending,
Onee the latter is known physicists will be
able to compare it to that predicted by the
Standard Moced. If they match, itwill
mean the Standard Model is right - but at
the same time leave a gap between the
predicted matter- 5y Y
and that ohserved in the universe.

I the values don't match, it could be a
sign of 'new physics”, which physicists
will have to explain using new theories
and experiments.,

Overall, the newly reported
observation is a milestone showing that
the laws of physics treat matter and
antimaiter differently not just in mesons
but also in baryons - the building blocks
of the visible universe,

(mukunth. wii thelvindue.codn)

Chromatophores on squlﬂ 5Iun WIKETTE [CC EY]

Surprising
disorder
found on
squid skin

Have you ever wondered how the unusual
patterns on a squid's skin are formed?
Scientists have studied these patterns w
uncover new insighits into how iving
things organise cells as they grow. The

e ch, led by a team at the Okinawa
Institute of Science and Technology,
foeused on pigment o squids called
chromatophores, the cells that allow
sequids to change the appearance of their
skin,

The study explored how these cells are
packed wgether as the squid grows,
showing the process creates i surprising
kind of disorder that the researchers have
called hyperdisorder.

!uml;in nature that
or mare unllurm us

|'J.ItlL'I'rLk where nndn
fluctuations increase

The study's prin ]'Jalj;!llﬂ wils Lo
understand how the allu.nguml.nt ol
chramatophores on s $
the animal grew, While sn.nml]
Jenewr a lot about how particles or cells
can pack together in stationary
(non-growing) materials, they've known
little abowt what happens when packing
takes place on a surface that's also
expanding, like a squid growing over
time,

itdon of new cells 0
kind of ever-growin m

Isorder called hyperdise

To investigate these questions, the

seientists blended biological experiments

/i simulations, The team
raised oval squids in the lab and ook
super hiJ;h-m-mh.llim photographs of
their mantles, the main part of the squid
body, Second, using advanced computer
vigion and machine leaming, they
analysed thousands of pigment cells in
the images, Finally, they tracked
individual chromatophores and measured
their positions and sizes as the squids
grew over weeks,

The eam checked how random or
organised the arrangement of
pigmentation cells were in small patches
versus over larger areas - and made
several surprising discoveries.

First, instead of becoming more
repgular as o souid grows, the
chromatophore putterns became more
disordered at larger scales, The scientists
described this as hyperdisordered
behaviour, meaning that as they looked at
larger and larger pieces of a squid's skin,
the differences from place to place got
higger, not smaller.

Second, this hyperdisordered state
arose from a combination of the random
plicement of cells and the skin's growth,
The growth constantly created new
spaces between cells, preventing them
fromn settling into a neat, uniform pattern.

Third, as the squid developed, older
chromatophores got bigger even as new,
smuller ones kept appearing. Even so the
overall distribution of cell sizes stayed
roughly the same over time - indicating a
balance between growth and new cell
insertion.

The study thus revealed that when
biological tissues like squid skin grow,
they can develop unique patterns that
don't follow the trends that scientists have
seen in non-growing systems, The
constant stretching and addition of new
cells bed to a kind of ever-growing,
dynamic disorder called hyperdisorder,

The study also showed how blending
biology and physics can uncover hidden
patterns in the living world. The resulting
insights can help seientists understand
how squid skin works as they point to
underlying physical rules that could apply
o many other tisswes in nature, from
plant leaves to animal organs,

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Schence’, please write 1o
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
sulbsject Daily page'
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Rethinking the reinforced one-front war concept

deepening security

partnership between China
and Pakistan, The bilateral
relationship oday extends well
beyond arms sales to include
diplomatic shiekding, intelligence
sharing, and even elements of
tactical integration, Some
abservers, however, suggest a
more diabolical possibility: the
threat of a “reinforced onedromt
war"— a scenario in which India
wonld face Pakistan and China
fighwing together on a single frant.
Proponents of this view imagine a
deeper military integration, with
Pakistan benehiting directly from
Chinese technology, intelligence,
seeurity assets, and even military
personnel. When the balloon goes
up, they warn, China would act as
a strategic enabler on India's
western front, trning Pakistan's
challenge into a more formidable,
imtegrated threat,

The argument seems almost a
trudsm at first glance. China's
support for Pakistan is
undoubtedly real, sustained, and
strategically motivited, Even so,
describing it as a “reinforced
one-front war” risks overstating
the degree of operational
integration in ways that misread
Hedjing's intentions and distort
Inedia’s owm strategie caloulus, At
the very least, it calls for a
;_Jupam:mue assessment of the
aets.

ndian strategists have long
l worried abouwt the

Not one front
Let's begin with the undeniable,
China his become Pakistan's
principal arms supplier, offering
advanced drones, missile systems,
mavall platforms, and even satellite
navigation support through its
Hedlhou system for missile
targeting. During crises, Beijing
has provided diplomatic cover,
Iilocking UN sanctions and lmiting
imternational fallout, This
sugtained support ensures
Pakistan remains a capable
military adversary, abde w hield
modern systems despite economic
constraints, while also deepening
Hedfing's political influence in
Islarmabad.

Worrying as these

N
Abhijie Singh
retired naval offices
and farrmes head of
maritime policy at the
Observer Research
Faundatian [ORF),
Mew Delhi

However serious
China- Pakistan
NEXLE may
appear, ndian
Manners ought
o avold wming
prudent coneem
Into simplistic
formuilitions

developments are, they do not
readily lend themselves 1o the
nation of a single, integrated
military fromt. Arms transfers -
even at seale - are not the same as
ashared war plan. India itself is a
major buyer of Russian, lsraehi,
American, and French milisary
systerns. Nobody claims India is
fighting America's or Russia's wars
by proxy. India has even begun
exporting weapons — such as
BrahMos missiles to the
Philippines - without any
suggestion from Beljing that
Manila is fghting an Indian war
against China, Similarly, advanced
siles — such as China's potential
supply of }-35 stealth fighters o
Pakistan, or India’s exploration of
Russia's Su-57 — do not imply joint
war planning or a unified front,

China may have provided direct
military support to Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor, even
monitoring the performance of its
weapons sysiems in Pakistani use,
a5 Indian military officials recently
stated. However, monitoring
battlefield performance of
supplied systems is standard
practice for arms suppliers. The
United States, Russia, Israel, and
Framce all routinely do this, and
Inlin itsel§ will understandably be
Interested in how the Brahhos
missile performs in the
Philippines. This is all typical of
arms sales relationships, not
evidence of a single, unified war
front with joint command or
shared planning,

‘What many alarmist narmatives
often gloss over is that China and
Pakistan have very different
strutegic interests vis-dvis India.
For Pakistan, the military contest
with Inclin is existentinl - a
constant, defining rivalry, For
Chin, Ineia is a regional
competior o be managed and
contained, but not an existential
enemy, Beljing's princlpal strategic
focus remains the LLS, While
Ching has much o gain from an
Inalia tied down on its western
beorder, Beljing’s preferred
denouement is an India that is
cautious, precccupled, and wary
of escalation. That Is precisely why
China might be eareful about
escalation itsell, The caution is

evident in the absence of any
commitment to join Pakistan in a
Tull-scale war with India,
China-Pakistan military exercises,
while symbolically important, fall
short of the combined-force
planning seen inalliinces such as
NATO or even LS. South Korea,

Challenges for India

This Is not to deny the challenge of

China-Pakistan collusion
altogether. Their defence
partnership does complicaie
India’s security environment,
increasing the costs of milisary
preparedness and the demand for
sophisticated countermeasures.
Even so, framing the threat as a
single “reinforced one-front war™
risks misunderstanding, It
imagines a level of operational
imtegration that does not exise,
encouraging Indian planners
aver-invest in blunt, worst-case
military postures that may be
unaffordable or straegically rigid.
It also underplays opportunities
Tor diplomatic management with
China, further shrinking India's
aptions,

Beljing may shield Pakistan
diplomatically and arm it
militarily, but it alse has an
interest in limiting escalation tha
could trigger nuclear thresholds or
feoree Chinese military
imtervention, That is a lever India
can book to exploit, Overstating
China's willingness to fight India
directly on Pukistan’s behall risks
cwuﬂtu:ln self-fulfilling prophecy
inwhich all erisis management is
abandoned in favour of
maximalist, binary threat
perceplions,

However serious the
China- Pakistan nescus may appear,
Indian planners ought o avold
turning prudent concern nto
simplistic formulations. Instead of
declaring the threat o single,
unified fromt, Indian analysts must
see it for what it is; a complex,
asymmetric partnership in which
China equips Pakistan o be a
totighier bocal rival without
assuming the costs and risks of
Tghing India itself,

That is the harsh stravegic truth,
PMlanning for it requires clear-eved
analysis, not rhetorical overreach,

Task ahead for BJP chief in Telangana

Ramehander Rao faces the challenge of uniting cadre and expanding rural reach

TE OF PLAY

v
rivi.redidydthehinducoin

fler months of sus.
A pense, the Bharatiya

Jamata Party (B cen-
tral leadership has finally ze-
roed inon former MLC Narap-
araju Ramehander Rao as the
new president of the State unit
For the next three years, A vet-
eran of student politics, a legal
engle, and leng considered the
intellectual face of the party,
Mr. Rao replaces Union Minis-
ter for Coal & Mines G. Kishan
Reddy, who held the post for
thee kst two years,

Although the position was
slated as an election, Mr., Rao
wag the only candidate o fle a
nominition.

Mr, Rao has the backing of
the BI"s central leadership,
whibchs will help him to stream-

Telangana

doubling its tally from 2019,
Interestingly, several outsicers
Joined the party and went on
o hecome MPs,

However, the BIF, by encou-
raging those from other par-
ties, created  resentment
among old timers. This also
bed to groupism in the party,
which seldom tolerates indis-
cipline and discourages lead-
ercentric politics, This heart-
burn among the loyal leaders
and cadres has been con
tained with the appointment
o Mr, Rao.

Line his work

n where Back-

y.
Amild mounting pressure o
appoint a Backward Class can-
dicate as the party chied, the
BJP stuck o its convention of
recognising leaders who have
risen from the grassroots, Mr.,
Rao edged out Malkajgiri MP
Eatala Rajender, who had
used all his resources to get
the top post,

The next Assemnbly and Par-
Linment elections are still four
yeurs away, but there has been
mtense competition  amaong
thee aspiranta for the coveted
post. While the selection pro-
cess wis repeatedly delayed,
lobbying for the prestigious
post never disappeared, Over
the past six years, the B[P has
taken a calcubited risk in woo-
ing leaders from other polit-
el parties,

The party tasted suceess in
the 2023 Assembly elections,
where elght BIP candidates —
seven of them first-timers —
emerged victorious, The same
tempo continued in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, where the
BJP again won elght seats,

ward Clagses form the Lirgest
share of the eleclorate, fol-
lowed by Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and then
Forward Castes, most major
parties — especially the Con-
Bress — have focused heavily
on winning their support,
With this bac kdrop, BIP work-
ers had hoped the party
would elevate a Backward
Class  leader  as  State
president,

To the surprise of eve-
ryone, the top brass went
ahead by loyalty and commit-
ment, nming Mr. Rao, a Brah-
i, s the party chief,

Coming to the caste equa-
tions, the BIP is known to hold
astrong sway among the Brah-
mdns and the influential Vela-
mat comumunity, followed by a
few Backward Cliss communi-
ties. Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes have, tradi-
tiomally, avoided sailing with
the saffron party.

The powerful Reddy com-
munity, which traditionally
sailed with the Congress, had

shifted its mi;purl buse over
the years. In the 2018 Assemb-
ly elections, it leaned toward
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(HRS), backed the BJP in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls, and re-
tarned 1o the Congress fold in
2023,

‘Leadership to be tested"
According o the Socio-Eco-
nomie, Education, Employ-
ment, Political and Casoe Sur-
vey - which covered
3,54,77.554¢  people  and
LIZI5034 families - Back-
ward Classes  account  for
56.35% of Telangana's popula-
tiom, including 10.08% BC
Muslims. 5Cs make up 17.43%,
STs  1045%, and  Muslims
12.56% fof whom ZA48% ane 00
Muslims). Forward Castes con-
stitute 13.31%  of  the
population,

Therefore, the new BJP
chief has his task cut out w
wion the Backward Class vo-
ters, Beyond his polivical capa-
bilites, Mr. Rao's leadership
wiill be tested in the upcoming
local body podls, It is a fact thie
thie B hias not penetrated the
rural areas as expected, with
its support base largely con-
fined 1w a few pockets, The lo-
cal body polls, particularly the
gram  panchayat  elections,
which are held on a non-party
basis, will require Mr, Rao o
focus on identifying willing
and capable candidates, The
EIF will be up against the rul
ing Congress, which will leave
no stone unturned (o secure i
victory, Thie BRS, the main Op-
position party, will also be in
the reckoning.

IF the BIP hopes o make
further inroads in the State,
Mr, Rac will have to channel
all his energy into reaching ev-
ery corner of Telangana; con-
stituting village undts, and en-
thusing the cadres, His
experience  and  ideological
grounding will be put to the
test in the coming months, as
he takes on both the ruling
Comgress and the BRS.

For every child free for adoption, 13 parents wait in line

The aver

»delay for prospective parents (o

ncreased o over three years

| DATA POINT |

Sambayi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

or years now, the Central

Adoption Resource Author-

ity (CARA) — the country's
nodal adoption agency - has
struggled o effectively manage
adoptions. While a  significant
number of parents are willing 1o
adopt, only a limited nimber of
children are legally cleared for
adoption. This imbalance has not
pone unnoticed, In 2022, a Parlia-
mentary panel called this imba:
lance a “paradoxical sitation,”
and in 2023, the Supreme Court
“expressed displeasure” over the
time-consuming adoption process.

Latest data obtained through a
Right To Information application
fibesdd by The Hindu show that the
asymmetry continues  even in
2025, and the gap has widened
further, In 2021, 26,734 prospec.
tive parents registered in the CARA
portal, and 2,430 children were le-
gally free for adoption, In other
woris, there were 1l prospective
parents for every child free for
adoption in 2021,

As of mid:July 2025, the number
of prospective parents has grown
o 36,381 — an increase of about
9,600 from 2021 - while the num:
ber of children legally free for
adoption has increased © 2,652 -
only 22 maore than in 2021, Cur-
rently, there are 13 prospective pa-
rents for every child free for adop-
tiom (Chart 1),

The rise in the number of pros.
pective parents could be ane rea-
son behind the growing gap. “The
number of people opting for adop-
tion has substantially increased, Is-
sues such as infertility ave no lon:
pger the only reasons why parents
consider adoption”™, said Gayatri
Abraham, the founder of Padme, a
comprehensive adoption resource
platform for Indian parents, Still,
i a country where an estimated

oM

A erore children were orphans ac-
corcing to the 2020 World Orphan
Report, the fact that only a couple
of thousands were identified as
free for adoption is ditficult o jus-
fy.

Tamil Nudu, Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, and West Bengal account-
el for over S0 of prospective pa-
remts in 2025 (Chart 2). The
average delay for prospective pa-
rents to get an adoption referral
has increased from one year in
2007 1o three years by 2022,
about 3.5 years currently, If CARA
dloes not act soon, the delay will in-
crease further in the coming years
and “foree parents to acopt a child
llegally”, as warned by the Parlia-
mentary Committee,

The Juvenile Justice Act (2021)
lists out a time-bound procedure
fior a child in Child Care Institu-
tions (CCI to be declared legally
free for adoption, Yet, the status of
its implementation remaing ques-
tionable, “There are so many sta-
kehodders on the ground, Nobody
is held accountable for not lmple-
menting”, says Smriti Gupta, co-
founder of Where Are India’s Chil-
dren, o Child Wellure and Action
Foundation, She said that imple-
mentation could be a huge chal-
lenge due to resource lmitations,
lack of training, and a gap in lin-
kages between adoption agencies
and the CCls, She added that the
idea that every child deserves a fa-
mily is mot strong in India.

Data shows that over 22,000
children are in the CCls, 8.5 times
maore than the number of children
legally free for adoption, in 2025
(2,652}, The children in the CClsin-
clude those orphaned, aban-
doned, surrendered by parents
and these who have parents,jguar-
dians who are unfit for parenting
or di not visit them,

The process of declaring chil-
dren in the CCLs as legally free for
adoption remains a grey area.
Smriti Gupta explined, “There
are children whose parents keep
them in the shelter becase of eco-

nomic lssues, They might occa:
sionally visie them. There is anoth-
er set of kids who are completely
abundoned/orphaned, Then,
there are these kids in the middle,
who have a guardian/parent on
paper, And this persen never visits
the child, but exists only on paper.
CARA I8 pushing to evaluate chil-
dren with no visitation and an un-
fit parent/guarchan, but needs a lot
of follew up and follow through.”

Because of these complexities,
not every child in the CCls can be
muacle free for adoption. Even after
accounting for that, the gap et
ween the number of children in
these institutions and those enter
ing the adoption pool is still quite
high, For instance, in Himachal
Pradesh, only one child is legally
free for adoption in 2025, whereas
H20 are in the CCls (Chart 3), In
Maharashira, only 236 children
are legally free for adoption, while
5,284 are in the CCls, It will be a
big leap to assume that these gaps
are only due to the complexities
staved above and the delay needs
o be awdited. The delay in declar
ing children legally free for adop:
tion redwces thelr chances of get-
"W"’m Close 1o 34% of the
children currently in the adoption
posol Eall in the M8 age group,

As the Parliamentary Comumit
e hind seaned, “older children and
children with special needs are
usually not preferred For adoption
by Indian parents”. Moreover, de-
Iy would make it harder for the
child, who has been in the insti-
tion for so long, w adapt as well,

The longer wait times also have
an impact on the registered pros:
pective parents. Gayatri said, "Ma-
ny parents start looking for chil:
dren in the 02 group. Then, they
see the waitline is three years, and
become anxious. They then be
come willing 1o make the swich 1o
adope slightly older children, will-
ing to jump the queve. Waltline
shouldn't be the reason one chang:
es categorles, especially not while
gring through the process.”

The adoption paradox

The data for th arced fram an AT reply th I
ol Women and Child Development, the 2020 Orphan Repart {RSAMER), and
“Raview of Guardianship and Ado ption Laws", by the Parliamentary Standing
Committes on Personnel, Public Grevances and Law

Chart 1: The number of d
free for adogtion In 2021 and 2025
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGD JULY 17, 1975
Astronauts remove stuck
docking mechanism

Space centre (Houston), July 16: The Soviet
Soyuz spacecralt to-day shifted into position for
acosmic linkup with the American Apollo ship
tomarrow while astronmts and cosmonauts
used a serewdriver, pleces of tape and bandaids
fior repairs aboard their ships,

Adter removing a stuck docking mechanism
fram a tunnel which will connect the two
spaceships when they hook up, the astronauts
replayed televised pietures of the nnel to
Houston Mission Control as they inspected it
ane o it in good eondition,

The cosmonauts repakred their balky TV
camera and began transmitting clear pletures o
earth,

Cosmonmis Alexel Leonov and Valeri
Kubasov fired thelr spaceship engine for 21
seconds and reported the manoeuvre was
performed perfectly.

The Moscow Mission Control Centre reported
the burn placed Soyuz in a near-cireular orbit of
220 km 1o 223 km above the earth, precisely
where the cosmonauts want o receive the
visiting Americans at 16 15 GMT (21 45 IST) over
Wiest Germany.

Apodlo too conducted two orbital shifts and
plans several more as it choses in on Soyuz,
serving us the target vehicle in the celestial
chase,

The docking probe problem was discovered
aboard Apollo last night,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD JULY 17, 1925
First Iraq Parliament.

Baghdad, July 16: King Feisul opened to-day, in
the presence of a distinguished assemblage, the
first properly elected constitutional parliament
In Irag,

The King's speech referred w the improving
relutions between Irag and Britain and
commented on the tendency of foreign
countries to establish diplomatic relations with
Iragy, which, he said, was valuable as a
recognition of the country's independence. The
speech outlined an ambitious programme of
paolitical and commercial developments,
combined with economies recommended in the
recent report of the Britsh Financial Mission,

» an
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NEWS IN NUMEERS

Number of tourists in ~ Amount requested by  Number of inmates Number of bonded Fall in Indias gold

Japan in the first six Delhi to upgrade road  Italy might release to  labourers rescued imports in June

months of 2025 infrastructure ease overcrowdi from Beed district compared to last vear
In million tourists. The In T crove. The Inaly may The police in Maharashtra's In per cent. India's gold

21.5 figure in June alone l 500 govemement of 10 105 release up 14 Ahilyanagar district have 40 imports b June fell 0%
jumped T.6% to a Delhi has 9 to about rescued these persons,

record 3.4 million, due to “increased
demand to coincide with school holidays,”
Japan Mational Tourism Organization said.
This Is & 21% Increase year-on-year desgite
visitors from Hong Kong dropping. v

requested funds from the Central Road and
Infrastructure Fund to support varlous
infrastructure initiatives. including the
repalr, decongestion and modemisation of
major ity reads. en

15% of the total population of inmates, 1o
ease pvercrowding, the Justice Ministry
hag announced. As per the World Prisan
Brief database, [taly has one of Europe’s
worst prisan avercrowding records. sm

including six children aged between T and
8, from banded labour, an official said on
Wednesday. Accused Viju Seth and Uttam
Sheth from Ambora in Beed had employed
them for the past one and a half years. em

fram a year ago to their

lowest level in more than tweo years, as a
price rally o a record high sapped
dermand. Gold imports fell to S1.84 billion
in June from $2.48 billion a year ago. en
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What transpired between Thai Prime M

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu 0 twitter.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com,the_hindu

Why has the Thailand PM been suspended?

history of the relationship between the two neighbours? Has this issue led to domestic instability in Thailand?

EXPLAINER

Adithya Narayan

The story so far:
‘hailand Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra was
suspended by the country's
Constitutional Court on July 1,
following a leaked phone call with former
Cambodian Premier Hun Sen. The case,
brought about by 36 lawmakers, accused
the Prime Minister of being pliant and
deferential to the Cambodian leader by
referring to him as “uncle” while trying to
resolve a border stand-off between the
countries’ troops. The incident led to the
largest partner of Thailand's ruling
coalition withdrawing its support and
sparked protests calling for the Prime
Minister”s resignation.

What was the call about?

The conversation on June 15 was initiated
by the Thai leader to contain the fallout
from a Cambodian soldier’s death in
border clashes on May 28. During the
17-minute comversation, posted in its
entirety by Hun Sen after a leaked version
surfaced on the Internet, Ms. Pactongtarn
referred to a Thai military general
overseeing the border as ‘opponent”. Ina
country with a history of border nssles,
where the military enjoys considerable
clout, and is prone to coups, the
statemnent was perceived as disparaging
the troops.

How did Thai stakeholders react?
Ms. Pastongtarn termed her actions as a
negotiating tactic and said, “My intention
was to help stabilise the situation and 1
never expected the comversation to be
leaked". Furthermore, the 38year-old
leader vowed support for the Army and
called for unity among citizens, as her
administration summoned the
Cambodian Ambassador to deliver a
protest letter condemning the leak of the
private conversation.

Regardless of the clarifications, the
Prime Minister's largest coalition partner,
the Ehumjaithai Party quit, taking with it
their 69 MPs and leaving her Pheu Thai
Party with a narrow majority in the
495-strong House. The main opposition,
the People's Party, an offshoot of the
immensely popular Move Forward Party
that the Constitutional Court banned
despite securing maximum seats in 2023,
sought fresh elections.

As rumours of a coup began making
the rounds, the Army sought to shake off
memories of past instances and stated
that it "atfirms commitment to
democratic principles and national
sovereignty protection”. In a similar tone,
Ms. Pastongtam also struck a
reconciliatory note with the Army by
visiting the general, whom she had
derided in the call, at the border.

Why did the Cambodian leader leak
the comversation?

Former Cambodian Prime Minister and
current leader of the Cambodian Senate
Hun Sen, in his defence, cited the source
of the leak as one of the 80 people he had
shared the conversation with. He had
recorded the conversation “to avoid any
misunderstanding or misrepresentation
in official matters.” However, the
Cambodian leader, despite sharing dose
ties with the Shinawatra family, chose to
further comment on the matter and
called Ms. Pastongtarn’s remarks against
the military an insult to the monarchy.
“An insult to a regional commander is an
insult to the Thai king because it is only
the king who issued a royal decree to

X »

appoint him,” Hun Sen said. This
staternent gains relevance when one
considers the fact that Ms. Pastongtarn's
father and former Thai Prime Minister,
Thaksin Shinawatra, is going to stand trial
for insulting the monarchy in an interview
with a South Korean newspaper nine
years ago (in Thailand, lEsemajesté or a
crime of defaming or insulting the
monarchy or monarch is a serious offence
and punishable by L),

Mr. Hun Sen further stated that the
former Thai premier had faked illness to
evade prosecution. Following a military
coup in 2006 in which he was deposed,
businessman-turmed-politician Thaksin
Shinawatra went into a 15yearJong
selfimposed exile. He returned o
Thailand only in August 2023 after the
Pheu Thai had come to power. Originally
sentenced to eight years in prison for
conflict of interest and abuse of power,
his sentence was subsequently commuted
to onee year by the King,

What is the relationship between
Cambodia and Thailand?

Thailand and Cambodia share an 800
krnelong border, with various contested
locations sitting on this front. These
hotspots serve as fodder for irredentist
factions to stake a claim and stoke
regionalist fervour. It s also not
uncommen for governments of both
countries to cite clashes in these areas to
deflect attention from domestic issues.
and further their agenda.

Experts believe that Hun Sen, who
currently serves as head of the
Cambodian Senate after ceding the Prime
Ministership to his son Hun Manet
following 33 years in office, has employed
this technigque. He is suspected of having

made the staternents against the Thai
government to deflect global attention
from the scam call centres his country is
acrcused of hosting. The 72+year-old leader
has also blamed Thailand as the origin of
the call centres.

For Ms, Paetongtarn, who is only 10
months into her term, the suspension
from office could not have come at a
worse time, She began her term on a
shaky wicket after coming into power as 2
replacement for her predecessor Srettha
Thavisin, who was suspended by the
Constitutional Court. Burdened with a
failing economy then, Ms. Paetongtarn
must grapple with border tensions and
domestic unrest now.

Does the issue go beyond a ‘leaked’
audio clip?

Preceding the leaked recording was a
shooting incident and the death of the
Cambodian sobdier on May 28 It
transpired in the province of Preah
Vihear, which hosts the eponymous
temple — a 12th-century monument
claimed by both countries. While the
temple and 2 1 sq. km area around it were
ruled in Cambodia’s favour by the
Intermational Court of Justice, a 4.6 sq. km
land near it is still contested territory.
Such a verdict was borne out of a conflict
between the two nations over the area in
2011 resulting in 28 casualties, including
both military personnel and civilians,

But Preah Vihear is only emblematic of
the problem.

The crisis dates back to the 12th
century when Cambodia's Khmer empire,
in its full ghory, consisted of parts of
present-day northeastern Thailand and
southern Vietnam. Many prominent
temples in the region were built during

In protest: Peaple rally to demand Prime Minister Pastongtam Shinawatra's resignation in Bangkok, Thailand on June 28, ceTTvimaGEs

this time. As is the case with empires,
they rise and fall. And wars fought among
neighbours have seen the borders shift
and temples change ownership.

Much like border relations, diplomatic
ties between the Southeast Asian
neighbours, too, have been fraught with
tension and periods of friendship. From
being perceived as belonging to opposing
camps during the Cold War, to lending
support to dissidents from the
neighbouring country, both Cambodia
and Thailand’s ruling classes have a
chequered history.

This is characteristic of the Hun
Sen-Shinawatra relationship, too. It
initially began with the Cambodian leader
embracing the Thai entrepreneur’s
pro-business policy. The period from
2001 to 2006, when the two leaders were
in power in their respective countries,
saw tensions spike and subside. Since the
start of Mr. Thaksin's exile (which was
largely in Dubai), Hun Sen facilitated the
use of his country as a political base for
the Thai leader to host his allies. During
this period, he would reportedly have
business meetings with Hun Sen while
overseeing his party’s rube in Thailand.
Hun Sen had even appointed Mr. Thaksin
as a personal adviser and Economic
Advisor to the Cambodian Government,
infuriating the then Thailand
administration.

If the Cambodian leader had then been
trying to safeguard his interests by
protecting Mr. Thaksin, with both
benefiting from the weakening Thai
regime, it could be said that Hun Sen,
even today, is operating on the same
principle by diverting attention to the
neighbour and trying to weaken it from
the outside.

ister Pactongtarn Shinawatra and former Cambodian premier Hun Sen during the fateful 17-minute-long conversation? What is the
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During the 17-minute
comversation, posted inits
entirety by Hun Sen after a
leaked version surfaced an the
Inteemet, Ms. Pastangtam
referred to a Thal military
general overseeing the border
as‘oppanent”.
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Ms. Pagtongtan termed her
actions as & negotiating tactic
and said, “My intention was bo
help stabilise the situation and
I never expected the
comersation to be leaked",
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How genocide came to be

named and codified

nocide’ for the first time in his book in 1944, 1t

Raphael Lemkin, a Jewish lawver from Poland, used the term

was coined when humanity wimessed a category of evil so unspeakable that none had thought of a word for it

G. Sampath

ceording o the UN Special

Rapporteur on the Palestinian

occupied territories Francesca

Albanese, "lsrael's genocide on
the Palestinians is an escalatory stage of a
longstanding settler colonial process of
erasure”, Her latest report urges UN
member states “to enforce the prohibition
of genocide™ in accordance with their
abligations under international law. The
debate is no lomger about whether what
Israel is doing in Gaza is genocide. It is
about whether the international
coammunity, including I'm'wlu citizens,
will uphold their moral obligation o
oppose the genocide unfolding before
them in full social media glare.

On naming evil

The term 'genoide’ belongs to the
language of transgression — words that
describe the willul violation of basic
mioral codis such as, for instance, the
universal taboo on killing children, But
there are gradations even in the forms of
extreme violence that determine whether
a given atrocity is to be deemed a war
crime, a crime against humanity, or
genocide — a category of evil so
unspeakable that humanity hadn’t
thought of a word for it

It was a Jewish lawyer from Poland,
Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term in
his book, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe
(1944}, As a university student in the
19208, Lemkin was horrified by the mass
killing of Armenians during World War 1.
He couldn't believe there was no
international law under which
Ortoman keaders could be tried. “Why
was killing a million people a less serious
crime than killi single individual,” he
wondered, Lemkin's interest in the crime
of mass murder took a different colour
after Workd War 2, during which he lost
49 members of his own family in the
Holocaust, He devoted the rest of his life
to the mission of getting recognition in
imternational law for what Winston
Churchill called “a erime without a
name”,

As Lemkin explains in his book, he
formed the word from the Greek ‘genos’,
meaning ‘race’ or “tribe’, and the Latin
“cicke’, meaning ‘killing”, He defined
‘penocide” as “the destruction of a nation
or an ethnic group”. Despite serving as
advisor to Justice Robert H. Jackson, the
lead prosecutor at the International
Military Tribumal (IMT} that conducted
the Nuremberg trials, he wasn't hap)
with how it dealt with the Nazi leaders.

The IMT prosecuted them for ‘war
crimes’ and ‘crimes against peace’. But
how should they be prosecuted for crimes
against civilians who were their own
citizens — German Jews targeted for their
ethnicity? British and French prosecutoms
sought to use Lemkin's concept of
genocide, but the Americans steered clear
of it. Given their own (then prevalent) [im
Crow laws of racial segregation, they were
anxiows not to grant international court
Jurisdicrion over how a government
treated its own citizens, a sentiment that
was shared by the Soviets as well.

Lemkin was disappointed as the IMT
prosecuted the Nazis politicians only on
charges of “crimes against humanity™, a
Juridical approach that failed to account

As the world watches: A Palestinian girl quewes for a pertion of hot fead distributed by a charity
liitehen at the Nussiat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip on July 15, aFp

fior the criminal logic of the Holocauss,
which picked out specific ethnic and
political groups, including Jews, gypsies
and communists. As Lembkin put it, “The
Allies decided a case in Nuremberg
agninst a past Hitler — bur refused to
envisage future Hitlers." H
oome true in Gaza, where the
military contimes to enjoy impunity for
its mass murder of Palestinians even as
Western grvernments seem unable or
unwilling to acknowledge that these
crimes have surpassed the threshold of
penocide,

Codifying genocide

In the years following the Nuremberg
trials, Lemkin worked rebentlessly o get
genocide codified in international law. His
efforts bore fruit in 1948 with the United
Mations adopting the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide. Although the Genocide
Convention included much of Lemkin's

ideas, it did not accept all of them,

It a rather narrow legal definition
of genocide, with two main elements. It
had a mental element, the “intent to
destroy, inwhole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group”, and a
physical element, consisting of any of
these five acts: killing members of the
group; causing sericass bodily or mental
harm to members of the group;
deliberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life caloulated o bring about
its physical destruction in whole or in
part; imposing measures intended to
prevent births within the group; and
torcibly transferring children of the group
o another group,

Initially, this definition was criticised
om the grounds that “intent™ is difficult to
establish since no government publicises
its intent o commit genocide. Also, it is
tough to attribute genocidal intent o
individuals who can claim to be merely
carrying out orders in their official

capacity. However, subsequent
proceedings, including those of the
tribunals set up to try the accused in the
Bwanda genocide (1994) and the 1995
genocide of Bosnia Muslims in Srebenica
have clarified that “a pattern of
purposeful action” leading to the
destruction of a significant section of the
targeted group would suffice to establish
penocidal intent.

While the 1948 Genocide Convention
defines the crime and obligates the states
that are parties to the Convention to
prevent and punish it, the 2002 Rome
Statute gives the International Crimi
Court the jurisdiction to take up and try
cases of penocide,

The Genocide Convention, however,
still does not recognise mass murder of
any social or political group - sy,
communists — as genocide, an aspect
considered a major lacuna by penocide
experts. The concept of genocide has also
not been adequately applied w
understand colonial mass murder,
slavery, deportation and other atrocities
inflicted upon native populations,
including aboriginals by erstwhile
coloniser nations and empi

Away from the media spotlight, the
egregious practice of forcefully
transferring children away from their
Al | families — mow i
benevolent in intent but barely
distinguishable from genowide in practice
still goes on in Australia, according to a
2025 report by Human Rights Watch.

The importance of ‘thinking’

Mass murder is by no means a modern
phenomenon. Even in ancient times, it
‘was not uncommen for the victors ina
war to massacre the entire male
population of the conquered kingdom or
state, Typically, however, genocides
occurred against an enemy population, or
in the context of a war. The phenomenon
of a state conducting mass murder of a
certain ethnic or national group among its
0w citizens is a more recent
phenomencn - one that has raised
tfundamental philosophical questions
ahout human nature and evil.

Some of the most profound
engagement with these gquestions came
from Hannah Arendt, a German
American Jewish historian and
philosopher who covered the trial of
Adolf Eichmann, a key architect of the
Holocaust, In her book Eichmann in
Jerusalem: A Report on the Bamality of Evil
(1963), Arends asks the question: does a
persen have to be evil in order to do evil?
Her answer is ‘'no’. All that is required for
a person to doevil is to suspend thinking,

Arendt argued that it is the exercise of
the capacity to think that connects one
human with others. What gave Nasm is
power was its all out assault on thinking,
and on the very impulse to reflect.
Eichmann's crime, in this sense, was the
banality of doing what seemed to be in
interests of his career - to please
This is because for him,
thinking had been outsourced to the Naxd
bureancracy and leadership., It is this
failure to think — achieved on a mass scale
through institutionalised assault on
intellectual life, on the life of the mind -
that is banal. This banality creates the
space for evil to assume the garb of the
routine, the normal, and the guotidian,
all of which are in ample evidence in the
routinised daily massacres of Palestinian
civilians in Gaza,

As the philosopher Judith Butler
observed in an essay on the banality of
[Arendts] indictment of Eichmann
reached beyond the man to the historical
world in which true thinking was
wanishing and, as a result, crimes against
humanity became increasinghy
“thinkable". The degradation of thinking
worked hand in hand with the systematic
destruction of populations.”
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Jannik Sinner won his first Wimbledon, closing the curtain on this year’s edition of one
of the oldest sporting events in the world. Here is a quiz on the Championships

Yighnesh P, Venkitesh | what prompted its
change o the eurrent

Y wellaw?

QUESTION 1 b

Who holds the record for QUESTION &4

ot sirgles titles at the

tourmament? line judging aid,

k introduced at
QUESTION 2 Wirnedon in 1980,
Wihat faod combination called?

is famously associated e

with the teurmament, &
tradition that bEEal'.
with the seasonal
avallability of ane af its
companents during the
early years af the

QUESTION §

tournament? with the fifth set being
[ decided at T0-68, Name
QUESTION 3 the spocl mavie

What was the orginal
calaur of the balls used
in the tournament and

™
K

by this game.

Wihat was the electranic

The first-round match
between Johr lsner and
Micolas Mahiit in 2010
Lasted mare than 11
howrs aver three days

starring Andy Samberg [ 9
that was partly inspired

Visual question:

Mame this bird and its role in the tourmament, ap

Questions and Answers from the July 15 edition of the dally
quiz: 1. The town in which Rembrandt was bam and the meaning
af bis full name. Ans: Lelden and his name means *Rembrandt,
son of Harmen, from the Rhine'

2, This celebrated work 15 said to be the first painting in which he
used the simple name signature ‘Rembrandt’ Ans: The Anatomy
Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp [1632)

3, This work pairted in 1625 is considered his first signed painting.
Ans: The Stoning of Saint Stephen’

A, This painting shows the apasties reacting 1o the moment Jesus
reveals his identity post-resurrection. Ans: The Supper at
Emmaus (1648)

5. The ‘Christ In the Sterm on the Sea of Galilee’ can now be seen
here, Ans: Nobody knows as it was stalen from Boson's
lsabella Stewart Gardner Museum In 1990 and has not yet
been recovered

&, The speciality of the ‘The Next Rembrandt’ Ans: It was & new,
Al-generated work that compiled a dataset of Rembrandt's
346 authenticated palntings to create a dightal-physical
hybrid portrait

Visual: The papular name far this Rembrandt masterplece, Ang:
“The Night Watch® at Amsterdam's Rijksmuseum

Early Bird: Sadhan Panda
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Know your
English

“I'sew you are back with your essay. You
have more questions?"

"What's wrong with this sentence? My
sister and | Aight everyday'. | don’t find..”
#...it should be ‘My sister and 1 fight
every day’. Every day should be two

words, not one.”

“Wait a minute. | have seen “everyday
written as one word,”

“There is a difference in meaning
between “every day” and ‘everyday’.
‘When written as two words, it means
“daily’. For example, | go to school every
day”

.

"My father watches the news on BBC
every day”

"I would lowve to play tennis every day.”

"Newspapers report about corruption
every day”

"Yes, Corruption has become an
everyday problem. In that sentence,
‘everyday” is one word. When used as one
word, it means 'common’, or ‘routine’.”

"So, when you say, 'Cormuption is an
everyday problem’, it means corruption is
a commen problem?”

"That's right. Here's another example,
During the summer having no electricity
becomes part of our everyday life”

"That's true."

"Good. Now try to use 'everyday’ as
one word.”

"M Madhuri Dixit or Sachin
Tendulkar is not an everyday event.”

“That is some example.”

“Is it wrong?"

"N, it's a wonderful example

"Then why did you say, that's *some’
example.”

"Recause “some’ is sometimes used in
speech to express approval or admiration.
For example, if 1 say, ‘That's some cassette
player', it means that | think it'sa
wonderful cassette player."

“In other words, you are giving your
approval,”

“That's right. Here’s another example,
Seles played some game last night. This
would mean Monica Seles played a
wonderful game of tennis lase night.

“Zan | say, “The English Patient' was
some movie?™

"“You certainly can.”

"In that sentence ‘some’ would mean
“wonderful” or ‘extraordinary’, right?”

“That's right. By the way,

e ey is
propounced the same way as you would
propounce ‘extra’ and ‘ord

“What do you mean? "Extra’ has two
syllables, and the word ‘ordinary” has
four syllables. So, the word
‘extraordinary” should have six syllables™

"Well, the word ‘extracrdinary” has a
maximum of five syllables, Not six. The
first syllable “ex” sounds like the words
“picks', 'fix’ and ‘mix”. The ‘a" in ‘tra’ is
pronounced like the “aw’ in ‘saw’, ‘paw’,
and law""

“You mean the second syllable of
‘extra’ and the first syllable of ‘ordinary”
combine to form just one syllable?”

"Well, you could say that, The *i' in the
third syllable ‘di* is like the "a” in "China’.
And sois the 'a" in the fourth syllable
‘)

“1 see, S0 the word is exTRADRdinary.
Ts that right?”

“That's righe.”

Published in The Hindu on April 8, 1957,

Word of the day

Irredenta:

& reglon that s related ethnleally or historlcally
y butis ILed poliieally by

another

Usage: Many nations stake histarical claims
an territories considered irredenta, feadling fo
tevritorial disputes.

Pronunciation: newsth live/iredentapro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jirrden.say

Foor feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Teat & Context’
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CERN collider reveals major clue to
universe’s bias against antimatter

For the firs

time, scientists have observed that the laws of physics are different for the particles that make up visible matter and their antiparticles,

The finding is key to understanding why matter dominates the universe even though it once had equal quantities of matter and antimatter

Nusudevan Mukunth,

he universe is macke maostly of
matter, not antimatter, but
sclentists belleve that after the
i Banyg, bath must have
existed in equal amounts. One of the big
mysteries in physies is understanding why
matter dominates the unlverse ioday and
what happened to all the antimatter,
A key elue comes from something
ealled CP violation - a difference in the
behaviour of matter and antimatter,

in certain types of particles called
mesons, it has never been reported in
baryons, which are the particles (like
protons and neutrons) that mike up most
of the matter around us.

Basedd on new data, the LHCh
eollaboration in Europe has now reported
the first-ever ohservation of CF violation
i baryon decays, specifically in a particle
ealled the A baryon (pronounced
“lambda bee-gero baryon™),

Thetr findings were published in
Nattere on July 16,

“For the first time, we have chear
evidence of CP violation in baryons,”
Kueting Yang, the corresponding author
of the study, a member of the LHCh team,
and a PhD student at Peking University in
Beifing, tokd The Hirds,

"The matter-antimatber asymmetry in
the universe reguires CP violation in
haryons, mnh that the discovery is a key
step forws

Looking for the signal

In €1, °C" stands for charge conjugation,
which means the setion of swapping a
particle with its antipartiche, ‘P stands for
parity, which s the action of fipping the
patial coordinates, like looking ina

mirror.

CP symmetry stipulates that if you
a\nnnmr:h. =5 for antiparticles and look
i a mirror, the lows of physics should be
the same,

CF violation thus means this symmetry
s broken and that the kws of physics are
slightly different for matter and
antimatter. This s important because CP
violatlon s a necessary ingredient to
explain why the unbverse is made maostly
of matter,

Thee Abe baryon is made up of three
s an wp ouark, @ down

and a bottom quark. The
antiparticle of the Ab® baryon ks called the
A b

The newdy reported result focuses on
specific decay of the Ab” baryon: into a
proton, a negatively charged kaon, a
posithely charged plon, and a negatively
charged plon. This is denoted: Ab° +p
K='x.

The collaboration also studied the
same deeay for the antiparticle, Ab®bar,
but with all charges reversed,

The experiment used data from the
Large Hadron Collider at CERN,
apecifically from the LHCh detector on
the machine.

The LHCh team collected data between
2001 and 2018, corresponding to a very
large number of eollishons between beams
af protons accelerated to nearly the speed
af light,

I these collisions, Ab® and Abbar
Baryons are produced and then eapidly
decay. The LHCh researchers looked for
events where the decay products
matched p Kn's.

To peddusee background nodse — in the
form of random combinations of particles
that mimic the signal - they used
machine learning to distinguish real

beie oanes. They also used
parthele ientification wols on computers
that could tell protons, kaons, and plons
apart.

The main gquantity they mensured was
the €1 asymmetry. It compares the
mumber of AbY decays o the number of
Abbar decays: i there is no CP violation,
the value of CP asymmetry should be
zero, In practice, they measured the yield

v, which is the diffy inthe
number of decays observed for Ab® and
Al

There are some effects that can mimic
G viokation, For example, the
proton-proton collisions may produce
more Al than Ab™bar to begin with. For
anuther, the LHCD detector on ihe Large
Hadron Collider might have been slightly
better at detecting one charge over
anather.

Torcorvect for these possible biases, the
researchers used a control channel - a
similar decay where no CPviolation is
expected. Here, an Ab" buryon deciys to
a posithvely charged Ac baryon, and a
megatively charged plon:

Al AT

Any asymmetey seen in this comtrol
channel was considered a nuisance and
subtracted from the main measurement.
(ZH

The Large Hadren Collider is the work s Largest, mest pawerful panicle acoeleratar, It acoslerates particles,

madnly protars, o near the speed of light In

apposite dirsctiors araund o 27-km underground dng. Then thi particles are made to collide at fawr lacatians, whire masive detectors collect dats on what

happens during the collisan, cirm

The researchers used statistical
methods to determine how many real Abe
baryon and Ab"bar antparticle decays
the detector recorded, Then they checked
their results for consistency across
different data-taking periods, detector
settings, and analysis methods,

Thuss, the team found a significant
difference in the decay rates: about 245%,

Mesons, then baryvons
According to the paper, this result is 5.2
standard deviations away from sero,
which is well above the statistical
threshold required for 1‘|r3mk|=tla tir eladim
a discovery in cle b

"It was expected that the I.H( b group
had enough data. They are reporting it
" thear pliysictst, University of

illantee g du.lu' Fae ll|ly.<ll1d

ﬁcll'nu.m retired 1\mdun.un‘ bt.lhul Sinha
toaled The Hisch,

This ks the first time CP* violation has
been abserved in baryon decays,
Previously, physicists had reported CP
violation only in mesons, particles which
are made of a quark and an antiquark,
and not baryons, which are made of three
quarks.

Thie resuilt matches the predictions of
the Standard Model, the maln theory of
partiche physics, which says CP violation
comes from the way quarks mix and
decay. However, the ameunt of C
viokation ir Standard Model is not
enough to explain the matter-antimatier
imbulance in the universe,

“Thie ohservation of CP violation in
baryons still doesn’t settle the mystery of
the universe's missing antimatter,” Prof,
inha sk,

“The Standard Model predicts a mte of
disappearance of antmatter that doesn't
match what we're seeing in the universe”

‘New physies”

The new announcement « IPENS NEW Ways
o search for ‘new physics', the name for
hitherto unknown effects or pa
beyend what the Mo
which physicists belfeve

More preckse and comprehensive
measurements across diferent pardcle
systenis are required o bulld a
coherent and consistent pletare of G
mprovied
thons and refined models are
essental to conneet these
experimental observatbons with the
fundamental physics deiving the
matter-antimatier asynmetry

baryons but doesn't say whether the
amotnt of violation is higher or lower
than that predicted by the Standard
Model, Ascertaining that requires
reseiarchers to determine the complex
phase.

In the context of CP violatbon, the
complex phase is o combination of
variables present in the
ilbi- Kobayashi- Maskawa (CKM)
matrix, a mathematical tool physicists use
tor uncherstand how the quarks in a baryon
interact with each other,

I the cosmplex phise hais a non-sero
watluee, It means the kws of physics are not
identical for matter and antimatter,
leading wo observable ditferences in thelr
batinvoair,

The Standard Model predicts specific
vitlues for the amount of CP viokation,
which are determined by the magnitude
and phase of the varkibles in the CKM
matrix.

By measuring the phase associated
with CP violation in baryon decays,
physbelsts ean compare the observed
amatint of violation to the Standard
Model's predictions,

In their paper, the LHCb researchers
hawe repartied that the complex phise
information proved oo difficult to extract
from the data collected by the detector,

“Until we measure the phase, we can't
sy i the rate of antimatter's
disappearance ks too high or too low

‘complete” theory of |Mﬂk||'a.
According to Prod. Sinha, the new
paper repornts observing CI violaton in

I 1o the Model's prediction,”
Prof, Sinha
Thee same technfque to measire the

Theet LHCh detectar atthe Large Madron Collider b designed pemarily ta study the decay of particles
contaning bettom guarks and and charm quarks, cosy

phase for mesons can't be used for
baryons. To this end, Praf, Sinba added
that In 2022, he and his peers Shibasls
Roy and M. G, Deshpande deseribed o
new way to measure the complex phase
For baryons, [t was published i Miysieal
Review Letters,

Observing CF* violation in baryons is
important because the visible matter
aretnd us oday is made of baryons.
Some baryons ke protons and neutrons
ilﬁ'l.' very stable and don't decay for a bong
thme.

Others, likie Abt, deesy in around 1.5
pleoseconds. The point is what is true for
one baryon should be true for all baryons.

“To definitively resolve the asymmetry
problem, both experimental and
theoretieal progress are needed,” D, Yang
said,

“Experimentally, more precise and
lve measuremendts across
thebe systems are required to
build a coberent and consistent picture of
CI violation,

Theoretieally, improved ealeulations
and refined models are essential to
connect these experimental observations
with the fundamental physics driving the
matter- antimatber asymmetry”

The Sakharov conditions

How did matter gain an overwhelming
upper hand over antimatter in the
universe? CP violation in baryons is an
impaortant plece of this puzsle ~ but also

067, the Soviet physiclst and liver
Famous pulhk.l dissldent Andred
Sukharov said three conditons will have
to e met for the universe to be made
predominantly of only matter. Thiy ire:

i Baryon number violation: physical
processes must exist that create an
imbalance between the number of
baryons and the number of antibaryons,

(il CP wlolation in baryons

(i) Departure from thermal
equilibrium: to prevent proe

es from

baluneing baryon and antibaryon

of eqquilibrivum, The ehservation of CP
violation in baryon decays provides »
‘souree’ that adds to CP vialation among
mesons. The complex phase of the
mesons’ violition has been measured
whereas that of the baryons s pending.
Onee the latter 18 known physieists will be
able to compare it to that predicted by the
Standard Model, If they match, it will
mean the Standard Model is right = but at
thie sme tme leave a gap between the
predicted matter-antimaiter asymmetry
andd thit observed in the universe.

1 the values don’t match, it could be a
:lﬁl! of 'new pliystes”, which physieists
will e to explabn using new theorles
and experiments,

Overall, the newdy reported
observation is o milestone showing that
thie laws of physics treat matter and
antimatter differently not just in mesons
but also in baryons = the building blocks
of the wisibile unbverse,

(mukuenath. vithehincd.codm

Surprising
disorder
found on
squid skin
Nasudevan Mukunth

Hawve you ever wondered how the unusual
patterns on m scuid’s skin are formed?
Selentisis have studied these patierns o
uncover new insights into how lhing
things organise cells as they grow. The
research, led by a team at the Okinowa
Institute of Schence and Technolagy,
foeused on plgment cells in squids called
chromatophores, the cells that allow
sequicls to change the appearance of their
skin,

The study explored how these cells are
pivcked together as the sdquid grows,
showing the process creates i surprising
kind of disorder that the researchers have
ealled hyperdisorder,

Unlike many systems in nature that
become more regular or more uniform as
they grow, squld skin instead revealed
patterns where randomness and
fluctuitions increase with size,

The stucly's principal goal was to
understand how the arrangement of
chromatophores on squid skin changed as
the animal groew, While scientists already
knew o lot about how particles or cells
ean pack together in stationary
(nomegrowing) materialks, they've known
little about what happens when packing
takes place on a surface that's also
expanding, ke a squid growing over
time,

To imvestigate these questions, the
seientists blended biological experiments
with eomputer simulations, The team
rnsed oval scpaids ir Lab ard took
super high-resolution photographs of
their mantles, the main part of the squid
body, Second, using sdvaneed computer
viston and machine learning, they
analysed thousands of pigment cells in
the images, Finally, they tracked

Ihvidual chromatopl and 1
thetr positions and skzes as the soquids
Brew over weeks,

The team checked how random or
organtised the arrangement of
plgmentation cells were in small patches
versus over langer arcas - and made
several surprising discoveries.
rat, instead of becoming more
regular as o soquid grows, the
chromatophore patterns became more
disordered a langer scales, The schentists
deseribed this as hyperdisordered
behaviour, meaning that as they looked a
larger and larger pieces of a squid's skin,
the differences from place to plice got
blgger, not smaller,

Second, this hyperdisordered state
arose from a combination of the random
placement of cells and the skins growth,
Thee growth constantly created new
spaces between cells, preventing them
fromm settling into a neat, uniform pattern,

Third, as the squid developed, older
chromatophores got blgger even as new,
smller ones kept appearing. Even so the
overall distribution of cell skees stayed
roughly the same over time - indic:
Bulanee between growth and new eell
Insertion,

The stucly thus revealed that when
blological tissues like squid skin grow,
they ean develop unbgue pattermns thit
don't follow the trends that scientists have
seen in non-growing systems, The
constant stretching and addition of new
cells bed 1o a kind of ever-growing,
dynamie disorder called hyperdisonder,

The stucly also showed how blending
blology and physics can uncover hidden
patterns in the lving world. The resulting
insighis can help scientisis understand
how scubd skin works as they point to
underhying physical rules that could apply
o many other tssues in nature, from
plant leaves to anbmal organs,
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INVOLVES US ALL

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

AN INTENT TO REPAIR

Minister Jaishankar's visit to China, recent instances of
widening engagement, reflect a thaw. There will be challenges

ia and China alk
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WoRDLY WISE
I'LL BE HAPPY IF RUNNING AND [ CAN
GROW OLD TOGETHER.
— Hawusr Murakami

A world of our making

£d o

India’s foreign policy reflects a refusal of true realism. It
shies away from a confrontation with our predicament

PrATAP BHANU MEHTA

INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY is in a deep
Morass thalls often difficult to see. Our hy-

IVE YEARS AFTER the military standoff e Ling

of fctual Control (LAC), External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar’s meetings with

China's ]’lmdmr)(ljnwru’,]’mmgn Minister Wang ¥i, and Liu Jianchao [head of

b the Chinese Communist F l anintent

o repair t "'&".ll'l,]',wum ter Jai " visit to China this wiek — his

first since the 2020 skirmishes — for the 300 Council of Foreign Ministers meeting, taken

alo instances of widening reflects a thaw in hil ies, Recall

that Prime Minister Marendra Modi and )(.l met on the sidelines of the BRICS summit last

October, shortly after a new border pal A ed and a few days

before the disengagement process afficially concluded. Since then, NSAAjit Doval, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh, and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri hawe all visited China. Other

signs that the India-China relationship has been moving in a positive direction include an

o expedite the of direct flights and easing of visa restrictions,

and resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra. While Jaishanlar has said that“a farsee-
inglens" shuuld e used fior rebalding ties, some kixy issues remain unresobaed.

Pt the de- ion process — th | of troops from for-
‘ward positions — hasn’t begun at the border. China's restrictive trade practices, such as
‘curhs on critical exports like rare earth magnets and high-tech manufacturing machin-
ery, continue to be a stumbling block. These concerns were comveyed by [aishankar to
‘Wang, along with a pointed reminder that the SC0 was founded to fight “three evils":
Terrorism, separatism. and extremism. At the same time, inan increasingly turbulent worbd
order, and especially with an unpredictable sooupant of the White House, re-engagement
‘with China, or what Wang recently described as a “cooperative pos de dews of the dragon
an phant”, i ic policy. Forexample, the US and MATO threatening to sanc-
tionc ies doi iness with Russi move that would hit India and China hard-
est— underscores the need for a partnership. The fact, however, isthat Ehlnaommnuus to
view il ionship with India primarily througha lens of ¢ it
The most recent example is China's gmwmg military cooperation with Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor, Th gap i al it nFmrS]M

not

India runsa

perr prevents us asking tough
fuestions. The daily news cycle is caught in
tactical matters or image management for
the government. Behind our failures lies a
refusal of true realism, or a genuine con-
frontation with our predicament.

This refusal of realism is manifest inour
diplomacy. The former foreign secretary,
Jagat Mehta, often used to say at the Centre
for Policy Research that the first exercise in
approaching the world in any given situa-
tion should be to abstract out proper names,
including that of your country, so that you
are more ruthlessly objective about your
task. Try and imagine how you appear to
wour toughest adversaries on the outside.

India is rightly concerned, and is some-
what shocked, that it lost the diplomatic
high ground after Operation Sindoor. We
ot boilerplate costless condemnations of
terrorism, but also felt that no one stands
with us, It was fascinating to contrast the
breathless self-proclaimed triumphs of the
parliamentary delegations and our govern-
ment with what other countries from the
GClobal Morth and South were actually say-
ing, behind our backs, as it were, We can
blame other countries' self-interest and
their anti-India disposition for the failure to
politically capitalise on Operation Sindoor,
But we were so besotted with our sense of
our case that we did not honestly confront
how the case might appear to others.

Tm rest of the workd may be mistaken,

hillion with China. The latter continues to scale up its defence 'hu:lgcr and ¢
China also leads in critical technologies lilke AL he. And
Beijing is steadily strengthening its influence across South Asia, luring countries strategi-
callyi toIndia i fold — Bangladesh, most recenth

days, no country hof a moral
Iugmslandnn Bast itis worthasking why the
moral distinction between India and
Pakistan was diplomatically much harder to
[= There are four rea-

Inedfia rmst, therefiore, remain vigilant. Alongside dialogue, toinc New
Delhi mast focus on getting its own hcnse in order; Accelerate economic reform, balster

mchnulqgca]tapamy fical Lnity, l;.. afthe Oy
have criticised Jai s Chil h, Hi hiowever, was neces-
sary. The Chi N torm, strategic clarityat the di level as well,

A om thee fsreign policy front, Newe Delhi must widen its engagement across the neighbour-
hood and beyond, to prevent Befjing from gaining a decisive upper hand in the region.

ACT OF DISRESPECT

De facto house arrest, manhandling of Omar Abdullah, was an
unseemly spectacle. Onus is on L-G's office to make amends

N THE AFTERMATH of the termorist attack in Pahalgam on April 22, Omar Abdullah,
the first ebected Chief Minister of the Uinion Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, con-
demned the heinous act and expressed solidarity, in a way that was both empa-
thetic and striking, with the families of the 26 tourists who were killed . He called
aspecial onr—day segsion of the Assembly, The gestum r:rnphaslsl:d that the people of
J&:K partici *s grief, and T e anmounced
by the Cemtre. As CM this time, Omar Abdullzh has been seen to avoid a confrontationist
iththe Centre and its power inee, the L-G. J&K's ruling coalition has notin-
sisted on the restoration of special status — it has pressed the demand for statehood,
‘which bath the Centre .md the Snprmm Court have promised. But wm as Omar Abdullah
the Cent
Visuals of OM Abdullah being placed under de Facto howse armest by an unelected admin-
istration on Martyrs' Day, July 13, and of him being manhandled by police personnel, are
unseemly and dceplydlsturhmg,

Martyrs' Day ical significance. It 22 pro-
testors by the Dogra monarch's police in 1931, 5heilch Abdullah, his sucoessors, separatists
and even leaders in Pol and Pakistan have invoked the moment for political md; nm
the. ion of Article 370in 2019, the holi 1l
The CM's insistence on visiting the cemetery where those killed in 1931 are buried can
bie seen as a political statement — a way to distance himself from the Centre and the L-G.
But invite re spectacleof punishment hed by the L~
G's offfice, il i i v w the Centre?

The UT administration's actions risk denting the people’s trust framed in the heart-
ening turnout of 63.9 per cent in last year's polls, among the highest in the region's elec-
toral history, The Centre has long claimed that, since August 5, 2019, the erstwhile state
has made strides across sectors, incheding inlaw and order and security. It has made it clear
that the question of statehood is not if but when. An overzealows Raj Bhavan, and its po-
litical masters at the Centre, should not undo the hard-won gains in the UT. It is now for
the L-Gs office to make amends,

A MARATHON LIFE

Behind Fauja Singh's many
accomplishments lay asimple joy
F FORREST GUMP had to wiear leg braces because his back was “as crooked as a
palitician”, Fauja Singh had such weak legs that he coubdn't walk properhy until he
was five years old. Both owtran their limitations, and kept running. Ifr}mm of

5005, ] have no idea what we might actually
be doing in Balochistan. But there is little
doubt that our security establishment brags,
=ntto vare, about using the Balochistan crisis
against Pakistan. In doing so, we ourselves
muddy the waters about the wse of proxies,
and targeting on the basis of religion.

The violence in Balochistan and
Kashmir, for the rest of the world, gets con-
nected, in a chain of associations, In the
backdrop of the fact that we have a govern-

One ought to feel sorry for
the able diplomats of the
MEA. Their political and
national security masters
have made their job more
difficult even before they
have begun. So, Indi
moral claims now invite a
long ‘meh’ at worst. And
since our foreign policy
establishment is easily
satiated with the
meaningless communigque
that makes the eve
headline, that is at best
what we get.

ment that does not exactly have a stellar
reputation on moral condemnation of tar-
geting peopleon account of their religion, it
makes it easy for the world to say that these
horrendous killings are, as one diplomat
once put it, “one of those periodic South
#sian things", This is condescending, but
we invibed it

Second, we are missing the point on anx-
ieties on the nuclear front. Both sides may
bbe right in thinking that, in principle, they
can control an escalatory ladder, But focus
on raticnal control of escalatory ladders does
not address genuine worries about acci-
dents, In the minds of India and Pakistan,
this may be a controlled operation. But any
confrontation between nuclear powers is
risky. When Donald Trump brags about pre-
wenting nuclear war, listen to the underky-
ing concern, not the surface drama or his
put-down of Marendra Modi. He is in effect
saying that even the smallest step to war
makes India and Pakistan a problem for the
rest of the world. Pakistan has no diplomatic
high ground o lose. But war will always
make [ndia lose its moral high ground. War
makes India a problem for the world.

Third, wasn't it a matter of pride among
ourdiplomats to say to Europe and the rest
of the world that Ukraine was their prob-
lem? If the gobbling up of a whole sover-
eign nation is “their problem”, not a matter
of principle, guess what? Terrorism is also
ot “their” problem. What is their problem
isthe risk of nuclear accidents. And finally,
India's absolute loss of credibility in the
Global Sourh. & country that cannot so
much as morally squeak on what is now al-
mast universally acknowledged as an on-
going penocide in Gaza, obsessing over ter-
rorism adds narcissism to the charge of
moral abdication, Add to this the fact that
we botched our credibility as a state on
meaningless operations allegedly targeting
useless Khalistan activists in Canada and
the US, Further add to this the fact that not
allowing an open domestic discussion even
on the bare facts of the war furthers our
credibility crisis. Even our truths become
less credible.

(One ought to feel sormy for the able diplo-
matsof the MEA. Their political and national

security masters have made their job more
difficult even before they have begun. So,
India's moral claims now invite a long “meh™
atwaorst. And since our foreign policy estab-
lishment is easily satiated with the mean-
ingless communigue that makes the
evening headline, that is at best what we get.

The other disposition impeding clear
thinking is our approach to realism, The cur-
rent dispensation’s interpretation of real-
ism is not actual realism about the state of
the world: It is a simple inversion of some
pcmmmd pastof Indian foreign pul:l:y T‘ms

d realism, with

soending India's South Asian context, has
led to such a spectacular misreading of the
neighbourhoad that vee have lost much of
the neighbourhood. This is a realism that
thought that the excessive courting of
America was a sign of machismo. America
isimportant to India. India’s political econ-
omy might yet save India from selling the
entire store to the US. But one of the deep-
est ironies in the recent excessive craving
for validation from the US is that the pro-
America lobby has never had confidence
ahout building India's own strengths,

It portrayed domestic defeatism as a form
of strength, It is not unwise to try and cut
waorkable deals with the Trump administra-
tion, But to think these deals will be our sal-
vation, or that they will miraculously be a
catalyst for domestic reform, make us secure
against China, enhance our global moral
standing, allow us to sort out our problemsin
the neighbourhood, is sheer fantasy. And it
prevents us from seeing what the American
project is: A project of global dominance.
Resisting it will require a different tool kit.

Asenior Chinese communist once said
that regimes sometimes have m lie to the
people, sometimes control information and
produce propaganda. But then he added:
“While it might be necessary for leaders m
sometimes lie to the people, it isimpartant
they do not lie to themselves™ Our lack of
realism comes from the fact that our estab-
lishment has come to believe the lies it is
trying totell the people,

The writer i contributing editor,
The Indian Express

SARTHAK BAGCHI

APPOINTMENT By CHANCE

Assigning principals through a lottery will not reform Bihar’s education system

THIS NEWSPAPER HAS welcomed the use
of the lottery system for the appointment
of five college principals in Patna University
['Drawing Lots’, [E July 7). | disagree withits
argument that in a “system corroded by
nepotism, caste and political patronage,
randomisation may be an impartial arbiter”,
The lottery system is, in fact, an arbitrary
solution to a kongstanding problem of main-
raining quality checks in teachers recruit-
ment in Bihar. It is akin to fixing a broken
bone with an ordinary hand-aid.

The irregularities in teachers' appoint-
ments, coupled with delays in recruitment,
have dented the credibility of Bihar's already
crumbling higher education system.
Education and migration are key routes to
escape the poverty trap in the state, The de-
terioration of higher educational instinutions,
therefore, has repercussions on the state's
development trajectory, nstitutions in Bihar
seem to be completely under the sway of the
tabharthi system, Students are no longer ex-
pected to demand and expect good quality
education as a matter of right. What Bihar
needs is transparency and structural
changes. The editorial isright in pointing out
that for decades, " government appointments
in Bihar, including in its university system,
have been hnslqgl'mcmny\sm Butitismis-

DEAR EDITOR,
I DISAGREE

Acolumn in which
readers tell us |
why, when they differ |
with the editorial
positions or news
coverage of |
“The Indian Express' |

em has led to bizarre
appointments like a
chemistry professor being
posted to head the arts and
iented Patna

e, a history professor
ng made the head of the
Patna Science College, and a
male history professor

appoi 1 the principal of

'ﬂmsysn:m has ledto lmarrc appoint-

to head thl: arts and hmy—nmmd Pama
College, a history professor being made the
head of the Patna Science College, and amale
history profiessor appointed the principal of
the Magadh Mahila College. Such mis-
matched appointments come ata time when
the state government has shown itself inca-
jpable of meeting the aspirations of the youth,
especially those relaved to higher education,
Most estimates place the teacher-to-student
rativin the state's institutes of higher educa-

institutions, like government appoint-
ments, is a way of providing political pa-
tronage and exercises in favouritism, More
than one investigation by this newspaper
has shown — and the editorial also points
out — that these processes are biased to-
wards well-connected candidates. A lottery
system, as the editorial points out, might
introduce “an element of neutrality”. But its
rightful emphasis on fairmness in recruitment
procedures is considerably weakened by
the editorial's endorsement of a system
that's totally contingent on chance,

tion at around 1:50. In several
departments in state-run colleges, there is
one teacher for 200-350 students.
The dilapidated state of hlgh.or L':Iuca-
wen: state-

the BN Mandal University in

The Bihar wiould dowell o
take a leaf out of the book of its counter-
parts inother states. Tamil Nadu, for exam-
plee, has aTeacher Recruitment Board to ap-
point teachers to higher education

where several departments from the scu:lal
sciences and natural sciences streams re-
portedly share the same room, the delays
in hiring teachers, the stopgap arrangement
of mass recruitment drives and the over-

institutes, ais reportedly fram-
ing a policy that gives 80 per cent weigh-
tage to academic quality, research and
teaching and 20 per cent weightage to on-
camera interviews to bring more trans-
parency torthe recruitment process. The ed-

crowded coaching centres in
Patna, where students from all over the
state corverge to learn ways of cracking en-
trance examinations, have pushed the
stare's youth to the brink. The state’s two
major mainstream political parties, the RJD

itorial the need for *specialised
selection panels, independent oversight
badies, public appointment records and ro-
tational leadership” in future. Why not be-
gin work on that immediately?

Tom Hanks's character was a sprint through Y.
the supercentenarian’s life mast have been a marathon. He was bom in the year of King
George Vs Delhi Durbar, was three years old when Archduke Franz Ferdinand was as-
sassinated and the world plunged into war, and 36 when India won its Independence.
On the day he died, th o Inddian in space i

Fauja Singh dit redd his joyin i inlife, and in the wake of sorrow, when
he had moved to the UK follwing the deaths of his wife and one of his children. ltwas a
chance meeting with the man who would goon to become his coach that saw him take
wing. He ran nine full marathons — setting records for his age group — berween 2000
and 2013, when he retired. In Toronto in 2011, e became the first centenarian to finish a
marathon, He quickly rose to fame after appearing in an Adidas advertising campaign
that also featured the likes of Muhammad Ali and David Beckham. Throughiit all, he do-
nated most of his earnings from brand endorsements to charity.

Sikhs inthe City, Fauja Singh's running club and charity in London, is reportedly plan-
ning aseries of events to celebrate his life and achievernents. In a moment of mourning,
and whibe reckoning with the tragic nature of his death in a hit-and-run, it's important
to find time and space to do the same: To remember the many feats and more joys of a
man whis, at the age of 95, found life so "beautiful” that he “just didn't feel like dying”,

[ | I |

| |

THE PRELIMINARY HEARING of the cockpit
wvoioe reconder [CVR) of the ill-fated AirIndia
Jumbo, Kanishka, established that the snap-
ping of communication was “sudden and
abrupt”. The preliminary run was done at the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre. The
spokesman and secretary to the court of in-
quiry, 5N Sharma, said the preliminary nunof
thie tape was “pretty good and normal”,

CONDITIONS FOR PEACE
TAMIL GROUPS HAVE set out four I_Ja_sic prin-

placed in that. ry lotteny is and the JOU, tend to milk this situation for The writer teaches political science
the “necessary first step” towards reform, l]u. Magadh Mahila College. political gains — recruitment in educational at Ahmedabad University
20th-century
Jury 17,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
te return to Earth, Decoping CVR and which they want rec inany new ti ion agitation, has been with-

proposals for ending the ethnic conflict,
Meelan Tiruchelvam, a spokesman for the
Tamil United Liberation Front, s2id the prin-
ciples were conveyed to the government at
peace talks in Thimphu They are the accept-
ance oFlIw Tamils as a national minority,

the

right to selldcmnnmat-m and citizenship
and the right to ive in Sri Lanka for all Tamils.

ARMY WIT 'HlJ]L-\\-VN

drawn, Bwill, however, stand by. The decision
towithdraw the 2,000-0dd troops was taken

at ahigh-poawer meeting of state govemment
officials with the Army and police.

LONGOWAL'S PLAN

HARCHAND SINGHLOMGOWAL, president of
the Shiromani Akali Da](LDr\g\:rwa]] has sau:l
that the Akali Dal had A

trict-level conferences all over Punjab and parts
of Haryana These will be held from August 1

THE ARMY, WHICH w the
civil admlmstmmm in J\]llm:dahad and
ests  Barodato i e f the

ciples that they say are vital o

epaper.| mdlanaxpmeqmm I | .

7 Am n

0 201
action, to be announced on August 20, for the
acceptance of its long-pending demands.

o
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Displacement is not peace

Israeli plan to relocate people of Gaza to a ‘humanitarian city' is
illegal under international law and morally indefensible

SUJATA ASHWARYA

EVEN AS CEASEFIRE talks have stalled in
Doha, the bombs keep falling on Gaza, with
the death tedl having crossed 55,000 accord-
Ing bo the Hamas-run Gaza health ministry.
The vast majority of Gaza's population has
beendisplaced, and much of the enclave lies
I ruins. While diplomats speak of “phased

itherawals” and "hostage exchanges”, the
riragedy is unlolding on another
seale: The erasure ol a people's presence
From thedr homeland under the gulse of -
manitanian planaing.

Prievie Minister Benjarmin Netamabu's lat-
st proposal, enclorsed by seael's security cab-
Inet,outlines the full milktary capture of Gaza,
Indefinite control over its territory, and the
creation of a so-called humanitarian city on
the ruins of Rafah, Under this plan, lsraeli
forces would control the perimeter of the site
and initlally relocate some  6,00,000
Palestinians, primarily those already displaced
in the Al-Mawasi area, into the zone,
Eventually, the entire population of Gaza
woulel be concentrated there, lsracli officials
have openly linked this relocation to.a broader
emigration scheme, described by one as
something that “will happen”, raising serious
concermns that this so-called humanitarian
arrangement s in fact a staging ground for
mass displicement,

Thln is not the language of peace, It is the

called it what it is: Forced transfer, which is
both illegal under international lne and
morally indefensible, As Michael Stard, a lead -
Ing sraeli human rights Lisyer, putit plainly:
“It is adl about population transfer.. In prepa-
ration for deportation outs ide the Strip,”

In the background, the rhetoric of
Netaryahu and US President Donald Trump
hiruts at a shared vision for Gaza that stretches
beyond ceasefire deals. Trumgp's earlier pro-
posal to transform Gaza into a "Riviera of the
Miclclbe East™ has, within months, evohed into
‘open discussions of third-country resettle-
ment for Palestinians — an idea that has been
openly embraced by far-right lsraeli leaders.
Finance Minister Bezalel Smatrich has cate-
gorically rejected any withdrawal from the
terrtary lsrme has“eonguered”,

Ing milieary oceupation with expannl:mlal
goals in both Gaza and the West Bank.

Mizariwlille, elTorts to negatiate a GO-day
paise i hioatilities, mediated by Qatar, are
Inching forward, The terms under diseus-
sion include phased hostage releases, ex-
panded humanitarian aceess, and lseaeli
military withdrawals from parts of Gaz
But the core impasse remains: Hamas d
mands a permanent ceaselire amd full with-
drawal, while Netamyalu insists on Hamas's
unconditional surrencer and removal, In
other words, both sides continue to speak
past one another while civilians are crushed
between ruin and rhetoric,

Thisis not o exouse Hamas, Its October 7
cross=harder attack, which killed civilians and
trigggered the current war, was a destructive
act that has only deepened Palestinian sulTer-
Ing. The group has not only enclangered braeli
lives but has also placed Palestinians in Gaza
inadouble bind, using themas human shickds
In wartime ancl as political leverage in nego-
llumnwﬁ Harmas's actions cannot justify the

of a controlled displacement.
While the lsraeli government frames its in-
I_lmlsons.wwlmﬂdryulgs.l ion, prominent
[

of Gaza, nor should they be used
toobscure the underhying realities of ocoupa-
tion, bJIDEkiK_I!‘. and dlispassession that long

L

Fordecades, Palestinians have
demanded something very
stmple and very difficult; The
right to live freely in their
honmeland. That demand has
been undermined not only by
Israels policies but also by a
global order willing to loak
away when the language of
security s used o justify
stepe and expulsion. The
aternational community,
acluding Inclia, must rejece
any diplomatic framework
that secks to normalise
permanent displacement or
indefinite occupation

‘What s at stake is more than ceasefire lo-
jumrs. Thnulmu moment flnkslun'lmlu:

contained and relocated rather than recog-
nisecl and restored, A humanizarian paase that
simply rearders the umw.\ptw ofdlspl.v.‘r-
" ace. Acortidor
eign :mnps Is llﬂl sovercignty. Ard a c.\mp
Dbt on the rukns of Radaly is not a future.,
Fordecades, Palestinians have demanded
ingvery simpleand verycificult: The
right to live freely intheir hormeland, That de-
mand has been undermined not only by
Israel's policies but also by aglobal orderwill-
Ing to laok away when the lainguage of secu-
rity s used io justify slege and expulsion. The
International eommunity, including India,
miust reject any diplomatic framewerk that

wilise per |
orindelinite oeeupation.

There can be no duralile solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian eondlict without recognis-
Irigg thie Pabestinlans' right o rermaln on thele
lansel anel live Free Tram forced displacement.
Ceasefives are essential o ending violence.
They may bring temparary relief, but they do
notclismantle the structures that sustain it or
substitute for justice, 1 the talks in Qatar are
to lead anywhere meaningful, they must
move beyond preserving berael's military ob-
jmlm and mnrmnt what has been lost by
the Palestinians,

‘What s unfolding in Gaza cannot be sep-
arated from the pressures and dispossession
faced by Palestinians in the West Bank. Any
agreement that ignores this shared reality
risks becoming a cover for entrenching in-
Justice, The goal cannot be to manage
Palestindan displacement. It must be brought
to am end, A just reselution of the Palestinian
question is not a threat to lsraeli seourity, It
Is the surest path to it

Thewriter is professor ab the Centre for West
Asign StudiesMiddle Eastem |
Jerrnaica Mt Isbarmaio, New Diethi

Undermining a right

Bihar electoral roll revision threatens right to vote, especially of the disadvantaged

D Raja

THE ELECTION COMMISSION of inelia (ECT) has

Lunchee asweeping Special Intenshve Revasion
(SIR) of ebectoral rolls in Bihar. Though ;

of docur wled,
'l'lm nhsew.ium from thcjudkl.ry:m
the constitu-

sented s a legltimate administrative clfort o
upelate voter data ahead of the Assembly ehec-
tions, the move has drawn criticlsm and legal
challenges. The ECIhas initiated door-to-door
verification of voter records acroas the state, de-
manding submission of multiple documents
including persanal and parental prool af age
and residence, particulary for those boen alter
2003, While the stated purpose is i remove
inaeeuracies anc ebiminate ineligible volers, the
exercise stands out for its tming and the im-
plications for already vulnerable populations,
Iilnrh.mmwurlw.;huumu:mmﬂm

lu:l\.\lmlltll:y and timing of the SIR. The au-
thorel thisartiche Isalso.a petithoner before the
Supreme Court, part of a collective legal chal-
lenjge to the SIR by Ionppoulllon parties r!u'
Court has tak

What Is bebng portrayed as a neutral admin-
istrative measure bs, in fact, deeply political
‘While the EClhas defended the process as
constitutionally mandated and necessary un-
drr:hclkprcwnh.\tlnndl!wmwm thm

lm!l\w revision was undertaken in other
atest

has !

P s heEC] mm.
ingg o the tming of the exerelse, Further, the
Couirt has also asked the EC o comsider other
docurnents like Aadhaar carels, ration cards
and the EMC, which is lzsued by the ECHitsell,
for the SIR The very fact that the judiclary had
tiy ntervene in an exercise that should have
hml mullnr.m:l Irullu:lw s a troubling sign,

TS Ve ITORe SLIS-

ol anc THTiL-
nitles in the ‘country, many J of whorm are un-
der-documented and live in conditions that
make itimpossible to maintain consistent pa-
pertridls. For migrant workers, Dalies, Adivasis
and the rural poor, furnishing documents that
prowe not just their own eligibility but that of
their parents within a month's notice is an al-

mostinsurmauntable challenge. These groups
mewy face the prospect of disenfranchisement,
mat dhe to francl or manipulation but due o sys-
e inecquality and administrative insensitiv-
ity The scale and pace of this process, during
the monsoon season and across dlﬂimll ter-

mtmtspnll:u.ﬂ comtext. The BJP, which has
ruled at the Centre for over a decade and has
all but eclipsed other parties in Bihar's raling
alliance, has continuoushy devised new meth-
ods to retain power in politically crucial states
likee: Bihar, Whether through archestrated de-
fections, covert encouragement of splinter
groups, or manipulation of alliances, the P
Tas showin an unwallingness i respect elec-
toral uncertainty. With its position weaken-
ing in Bihar and the Opposition
Mahagathbandhan gaining strength, the SIR
appears to be the newest instrument in this

wain, virtually gu
This fear wis echoed in the Supreme Court
whena judge observed that even someone of
s starurewould struggle toproduce the kind

laybook, The demand for complex docu-
mnmanmlldlnpmpnrmm.\immmvm-
ers who are less likely to support the BJP, the
oo, Dalits, minorities and migrant workers,

ttes the polls. The elee-
lm'.\l mlla I BEhar had already been updated
forthe 2024 Lk Sabiha elections, Alimited up-
ehatie b inelude new ellgible vaters wiould have
sufficed. The EClis yet tooffer a clear explana-
tion for the surge in the number of veters be-
fiore the Maharashtra ebections, This sebective
use of revisions raises questions about

el

inCommission nmmunﬂ.\tlanlolln:lerlm
its Institutienal independence from the
Executive, Today, such symbolicand sulstan-
thve measures are largely absent, and public
confidence in the Commission's impartiality
s eroding as a result,

The tirmikng of the Bilar revison |s panticu-
Narly telbirge, With anly rmanths o go befoe the
announeerment of elections, likha of voters are
o serarmibling o eonflrm their inclusion on
the rolle Marsy face uncertainty, confusion and
fear, In a demacracy, no citizen should bein
duub: a1:nul!u'lr|1y.h:umnr Yot in Bihar to-

Beenmanutactured, notre-

whﬂtwrl!wwmsw.mlmlunm1m
impartialhy. Maost tellingly, BIP

aalml Ty thee very institution meant to pro-
e revision has come as

h.m-brenhrnm enlIulsl.utlc:nclcrtlmlus

a xhu:l: n:\umw had already voted i the

the SIR thanthe EClitself, Thi
pression that the ECI, while r:nwlly nmlml
is presiding ever an exercise whose political
consequences are highly skewed

This unmlm!uﬂm s:lrluntu'nrdl:y

Election Cun'lmlmwrx.‘]hc Union povem-
ment new holds the sole authority toappaint
the Chief Blection Commissioner and ather
Commissioners, a move that weakens the
structural independence of the institution. In
pusbilic forums and press interactions, the ECI
s Fadledd to assert its autonormy with the ldnd
of firmness shown in the past, It is worth re-
calling that former Chiel  Election
Commissioner T N Seshan deliberately

and are being asked to
once .\Jnln pm\rclnclr cIIgII:Ith 'l'hc burden
of proof and
the :omqm'n:tswlil libaely Ix-ir]t most by
those already marginalised iy the system.

The right tovate for an eligible citizenisnot
a privilege that should be filered through bu-
reaucratic red tape, |tis aright and any stempt
o lbrmdt it wanclier the pretest of administrative
reform must be challenged firmiy and deci-
sively, The people of Bihar ane na strangers to
struggle, and this latest battle must be fought
ot just at the doors of the Court but at the
doarsteps of every citizen.

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The longer this calamity persises, the more Iirael risks losing what was once its
most valuable assee — the bipartisan support of a majority of Americans.”

= THEWASHINGTON POST

A much-needed
pruning

Election Commission’s Special Intensive Revision

of Bihar's electoral rolls should serve as a
template for similar campaigns in other states

DEvVESH KUMAR

AS THE SPECIAL drive lunehed in Bilar by
the Election Commission of India to rid the
electaral rollsof all ermors enters its fourth
week, some positives are already visible.
The booth-level officers (BLOs ), who have
fanned out across the state to distribute
andl collect the enum forms, while

had been a seramble among the people of
Kishanggan to procure proofs of residence,
“As many as 2,27 lakh people had flled up
Tasrms hor address proofs. This amounts to
27 per eent of the district's population,
How is this possibibe? It I8 evident that the
peeple behind this are Rohingyas and
Bangladeshis, whowant to smuggle their
wiay intothevoter list,” the BIP leader sald,
The election watchdog needs te be
lauded ler deciding to go in for electaral
roll revision inthe state on such s massive
scale. Its success should serve asa template
for similar campaigns in other states,
Inembarking on the SIR, the ECl iswork-
ing strictly according to the mandate be-
$Iawrd upon it by Article 324 of the
of India and Section 21 of the

moving around from one house to another
in the areas covered by their respective
booths, have found that 1,59 per cent of
woters had died in the intervening period.
This translates to a whopping 12,5 lakh
electars, Another 2.2 per cent, whose
names appeared on the voter list, had mi-
Brated toother states, This amounts to 175
lalch voters in a state with 2 toral voter base
of 780 crore. As many as 5.5 lakh voters, or
0,73 per cent, had their names appearing
at two places in the electoral roll.

Thevotersof Bihar, it is clear, have given
thedir thumbs-up to the drive, and deliv-
ered a snub to the parties that have been
trying to create doubits about the ECI's de-
cision te go in for a "Special Intensive
Rewision (SIR)" of the electoral roll, This
could be deduced from the fact that the
BLOs hacl, tl July 15, succeeded in disburs-
Ing enumeration forms to 88,18 per cent
of the voters, OF these, 83,66 per cent hac
submitted thelr Nlled-up forms to the
BLOs, By the time the first phase of the SIR
clraws toa chose, It Is estimated that abmost
all bona fide citizens of the state will have
been covered,

B fellonws that the names of peaple whe
Fail to provide any citizenship prool will
hae bo be deleted from the electoral roll.
As reported widely In the media, the
Eleetion Commission, during the course of
its drive to coll ect filled-up enumeration
Forms, stumbled upen several llegal mi-
grants from Bangladesh, Nepal and
Myanimiar, They had, over a period of time,
somehow found thele way into the veter
list, despite the fact that they hacl Giled o
submit any citizenship prood,

Former Bihar B]P president Sanjay
Jakswal, the party's chiel whip in the Lok
Sabha, while speaking to newspersons in
Patnaon Juby 9, laic threadbare the conspir-
acy launched by the ﬂpposlmm |:.1t||csl:r
shoreuptheir
to Bangladesh by demanding the inclusion
of Aadhaar as proof of citizenship. "In
Kishanganjdistrict, the numberof Aadhaar
cards incirculation s an impossible 106 per
cent, In neighbouring Araria, the figure is
marginally lewer at W03 per cent, Itis clear
that a whale lot of illegal Rohingyas and

s have succeede
hands on Aadhaar cards,” hve |:n|nlcﬂml.
He also alleged that since June 25,
wihen the SIRwas rolled out in Bihar, there

chtrsrnm: ion of the People Act, 1950,
along with other provisions of the latter, In
ke ping with this, it asked the Chéef Electoral
Officer [CEO)District Election Officer to aid
the ERC to fulfil the Constitutional mandate
that “everyeligible person, as per Article 326
of the Constitution of India, read with
Sectbon 16 and 19 of the RPA, 1950, is en-
ralled asanelector”,

The circular issued by the EClon June
M 2025, chearly mentioned that “while

?l out the SIR of the electoral rolls,
Ihe (Electoral Registration Officer) of
wach Assembly constituency shall be re-
sponsible for ensuring that no eligible cit-
fzen is Jeft out, while no incligible person
I8 included in the electoral roll”,

This is not the first tirme that the EClis
undertaking such an exercise. It has done
so several times in the past, across the
country, or in individual states. In Bihar,
the revision of electoral rolls on such a
massive scale took place way hack in 2003,
wihen the Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D) was
at the helm in the state. The BJP and the
NDA, In keeping with their resolve to play
the role of a constructive Opposition, had
olfered full support to the QIIEG

Contrast this with the conduct of the
Opposition parties in the stabe now., Inan at-
tempt o whip up popular frenzy and eom-
muiral tension, the RJE-Congress-Lell com-
line argandsed a bandh across the state on
July 0. Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandlil
puit i token appearance during the protest
mareh in Patna, held a day before the
Supreme Court’s hearing on a dutch of pe-
titbems against the SIR. Thse badh failed to
elicit any response in the state, The
Opposition's attempls to erect roadblocks
invthe path of the SIR receved a further set-
Tuacke when the Supremse Court declined to
put astay on the electoral roll revision

The 518 has built-in checks. The draft
electoral roll will be unveiled on August 1,
Individuals, civil society organisations and
political parties will then get a full month's
time to submit thedr objections,

When it comes to matters of national
security and interest, the Opposition par-
ties should shun their narrow and
parcchial agendas and rise to the accasion,
They have cleardy failed the people of India,

The writer is Member of Legisintive Council
in Bt and profhan of Mizeram BP

BALASORE TRAGEDY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “She too’
[IE, July 16} It is heart-rending that a
stuclent in Balasore, subjected o con-
rinuous sexual harassment by her oam
reacher, was forced toend her life. She
stood up against the abuse of power by
complaining to a number of authori-
tles, but her grievances fell on deal
ears. Inaction made her conclude that
death would free her from protracted
suffering, A teacher is put on a high
pedestal in our culture. But in such a
case, exemplary punishment is what
he deserves, It is tragle that the pulnr

Into action after the

AN extreme step,
SH Quiadl, Hikeiver

SPARE ONE
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Breather foe
Keerala nurse as Yemen defers exeoution’
[E, Juby 161 The dederment of the execu-
tion of Indian nurse Nimisha I‘llf.l in
Yernen has opened the way for India to
corvince Yermen tocomemute the death
sentence. Hopes are now pinned onin-
tercession with the kinof the deceased
o get them to agree tosettle for anin-
demnity, Sometimes, one Life spared or
saved reverberates beyond the prolon-
gation of that life and becomes an alfir-
mation of humanity. The treme ndous
moral force a pardon releases intangi-
by does the world a world of good,

G Dhavled hlBbon, Manathancode

LOVE IS CONTEXT
THIES REFERS TO the editorial, They had

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

us at wool (I, 16 July L Turming our pets’
wikigs or purrs into “discrete data” risks

g the magic of
larguge iesell. Al could be le-saving in
extreme cases, Hle lagging silent pain,
illness or distress we'd otherwise miss.
Buit for the magority of everyday interac-
tions, real-time “translations” would fat-
ten a nuanced, wordbess dialogue into
sterile captions, A look, a nuzzle, a tail
thump already conveys all that matters
becase "love s context, notsyntax" We
can keep algorithms on standby for
emergenches, but let's not convert ordi-
nary affection Into binary codes.

han Rana, Now Delli

WELCOME BACK

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Back on
Earth' (IE, July 16). The suecessful re-
tuen of Group Captaln Shubhanshu
Shukla from the International Space
Station marks a historic milestone for
India's growing presence in space ex-
ploration. As onlky the second Indian in
space and the first to have visited the
155, Shukla's 20-day mission has not
only showcased India’s sclentific po-
tential but also reinvigorated national
ambition toward human spaceflight.
His journey isa powerful example of
international collaboration, scientific
exce llence, and unwavering determi-

natien. India is clearly poised to
emerge as a seriows contender in hu-
man spaceflight. This mission has
bridged a 40-year gap since Rakesh
Sharma's historic 1984 Night and has
placed Inclian astronauts back on the

lobal stage,
b e Sanjay Chopra, Mohail

Thiewriter
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Symbolic entry

Unlike Apple, Tesla's India debut is a half-hearted
one, partly due to a cumbersome EV policy

FTERYEARS OF Jok | Teslahas
finally entered Indlia, alhelt ot in the manner the gim:rnmr:nt
would have: 1. Much ik
nment hnpcdwmthcu‘aelccl ricw]lllclel'l-.'\-']glanth?we?(ab]!-
5 ¥ prod-
Lo b, But Tesla,unlike Apple, resisted it pusk 1 fora reduction
Inimport dutiesasa precondition to testing the waters. The Applemmpari
s0n Bothareiconie US-based
hed manufacturing footprints in China. Apple began its Im‘llﬂ production
journey around five years ago, on the back of the government's production-
linked Incentive scheme, That bet has pald off handsomely, In FY25, India
nowaccounts fornearly 200 of global iPhone production, roughly 40 milli-
onunitsvalued at §22 billion.Of these nboulE-D%wcmcx]Joncdlokcymar
loerts likee the US and Europe Apple CEOTim Cool hata major-
ity of IPhones sold in the US this past quarter would be assembled in India,
which even earned hima public rebulke from US President Donald Trumyp.
The g nt hoped for a similar story with Tesla, Yet while
Apple, mawcll -calibrated policywith financial incentives toease its China-
to-India shift, Teahwau handed an EV policy that asked fora §500-million
| size, with the nddm.'lrlsk of forfel-

i

teeof
turelfl n'tmetwithi that
wanted to first assess the market before mmmlttlng. the policy was more a
deterrent than an incentive, The EV policy was in many ways a response to
Tesla's peesistent lobbylng for lower lmport duties, which rnn?es between
T0% and 100%, But by the time the fi
may have passed. Ongoing trade negotiations with the US, and more cru-
clally the India-UK free trade agreement that slashed duties for British lux-
ury cars, had ﬂ.]ﬂ!ld:p' r:rl.‘iu:d parallel routes for mm'kc: access. In contrast,
the EVpol What Tesl,
butwhatitwaugcllingmhumaucmtlcmdtape
1 Mepalcy P

m n a4

Fibo olehal Joon 1l Marrack
of

Industry Beng,
Volkswagen, Skoda, Hyundal,and Kia have responded to it Therefore, Tesla's
current India presenice is symbolic at best. The launch of the Model Y,
y,the company'slargest plant globally,
marksalatebutcalculated lentry. Priced at ¥59.89 lakh and 67.89 lakh for
thetwovar the Model Y ec ded luxury EVsegment. But
the 70% import duty makes it oneofthe most expensive Tesla models glob-

EUING INSTITUTED EXP-
ORT curbs on seven rare
warth elements and mag
nets that have applications
In defence, energy, and car
manufacturing sectors in Apeil as a result
of US President Donald Trump's tarlffwar
on tI:IhIInonc products, Saven uF 17 rare

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO|

@® Al SKILLING

Unien minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

| Wa have set a target under the IndiaAl Mission
to skill around 10 lakh people, All

5.5 lakh village level
given preference in

© WEAPONISING RESOURCES
INDIA'S RESPONSE TO THE STRATEGIC MINERALS CHALLENGE HAS BEEN TO IMPROVE DOMESTIC CAPACITY

China’s ‘silent war’

HARSH V PANT
KALPIT MANKIKAR

Raspectively vice-president for stuckes and
fabiow, China studies, O

car
terblum, dysproshum, lutetium, scan
dium, and yttrdum—come under the
anvbit of the new restrictions, The new reg
Itate that b

ulation

production capaclty. At the time, Beljing
had signalled that If the West denled
China access to advanced kl\:nm‘how.ilo

December 2020, The law restricts the
axport of sophisticated technology and
“strategle :!utcrula m specifle compa

entrepreneurs will be
that training

artof rane omhungm:mlhnnhnmgu
threaten toderall production plans,

This theme of supply-chain warfare
resonated in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's speech at the BRICS summit In
Brazil this month. Modi called for global
cooperation to make supply chalns for
critical minerals and technology secure
and rellable, Ina swipe at China, he sald it
Was ITIpOstant 1o ensure no country used
thase resources r‘nrltnclrinh galn orasa

cure speclal licences to export the miner would al lats nibesand seapan agal

als and magnets. total ban was implemented on gcrma o act against nations or :l.‘gh:l\nth.!l\'ln lndl.:‘a roq:nnnc Inlhl.‘ilralq(lt min
AstheChl Dbl a Great Wall nlum and gallium exports in December late fts natlonal securlty or"in:matn.

of ed tape, | flrms have been burbed 2024 nhurtly after the US introduced | Under this law, exports of th d | estlccap dalignwith onal

under paperwork to obtaln compliances, curbs to check China's capabdlity to pro ilm!!i rnquirn um:l.al clearance after Initl Itl, hedd the Natlonal Crith

The shortages cauaod duu to the latest | | 1 il Mitlonofthe I d Misslon thisyearto establisha

controls und dent the

West Is on China for erftlcal I
In manufacturing electric automabiles,
wind-turbine generators,and military alr
craft. The numbers lay down the stark
truth. Chinese customs statistics reveal
that averall consignments of rare earth
magnets decreased 52,85% In May—the
sharpest month-on-month decline since
January 2012,

This worrylng development ks a series
In China's moves to have a greater say In
:hc trade 01' resources. Beljing had

|

ilation,

it rest
nraphiln. mannmum. and aluminium
alloys that are used In producing elec
tronbe goods shortly after Trump's victory
In the 2024 presidential election. Facing
the brunt of Increasing tnchnulm- curba

Thi b highlights thed wnu’h!:mntn e el rk for achleving self-rellance In
in and Chinese thinking, For long, thestal ebeeway to move by In the works s a plan to set up
the conventional wisdom mh!itm!lilhnltmu“hl to tmi.'m:rcnrrmllm::noncnu:al Mln
wias that In world trade |f  —————————— penallse.Chinabroughtout
there was minlmal govern- The conventional .mlulo]:aperh! 2:: 1 ll\at stratm'i‘hwuadfnmgmuh!lalm me
mantal interference, coun- sd hat i stan '} ullnuin In July warmned tlm
trien would benefit in areas Wisdom was ¢ n teontrol !
wharetheyhad comparative - world trade if there lmdo inscienceand tech- | refining critical minerals and derivative
advantages. [Juctnu::mtc ‘was minimal govt Y goods praduction rxpcmod Industries to
red trade, 1 i 1 securlty, The i
come Interdependent and I behemoth  state-owned | and supply-chaln disruptions that harm
suchlinkageswould thwart ~ countries would  onorprise, China Rare | ed economic and national security, In
feelings of enmity and pro- benefitinareas  Farth Group, was estab- | response, the Quad Critical Minerals Inie
mate bonal peace, where they had lished In 2021 after the I.\uww.\n Iaumhed o n:mmthonm:
This was the bedrock of the . marger of disparate units
much-vaunted globallsa v Hke Aluminium Corpora diversifying rellable supply chalns, and
tion project. advantages tlon of China, China Min ebectroniewaste critical mineral recovery

Chinese PresidentXi Jin metals and | and ref g The Initiative will see
pdm;mi.hin.\o;par:l:lm Ganzhou  Rare  Earth participation of private players to draw

ally.ncarly 300 more than its U‘a prl.cc .ﬂ 3,000 sq ft experd

centre in

| I B
networl slgnaluh\tcntwilhuutvol\lmc

India is anyway not a volume story for Tesla, Much like Apple, the real
strategle value lies in India's potential as a manufacturing hub for global
exports, But the EV policy failed to incentivise on that front. As a result, for
now, both sides appear to have settled fora token presence, whichisa begln

ln the Joe Biden | Beljin tonl as amatter
P part controls nnga‘lllum m:ﬁ of national security. As global opinion
bathofwhich rurned adverse against China In the after
Inputs! f 1 ) nulhnfthemmlmltlhatmlmna:ulin
ﬂ|"| electronics. Thes: incl Wuhan, X1 in 2020 ad:
dentally kl.chml inon :hcmnr :th\ lowal prod halns, and
seCn Janet “trp nuch [ would form a powerful
o |!¢I|lng in July 2023, China then countermeasure  agalnst “arbitrary

u:uunted fnruw]y 980 and 609 of

ning that ks neither here nor there Whether th i
orsimply b reisewill depend onwhethert!

agree to come to the drawing hoard again,

Lasting legacy of crisis:
What workers tell later

ORGANISATIONS LOVETO desl I I U and host
values workshops, But the true colours ul‘ your culture 1 only show In pressure
morments—in falhare, farewells, crisks, and when the truth becomes incomvenbent,

1 you really want to understand your culture, look at how your company behaves

| galllum and il

actlon” by other natlans. On cue, the
Export Control Law came into effect in

(irnu]{:. These developments indicated
that Bedjing intended to tighten control
over strategic minerals.

The owner of a rare-carths trading
firm described this scenaro as a “silent
war’ thatthcpul:li:w.\n Largely aware of,

“war” being the n|:cr.\||nn.\l wnrd For

long, |

1nna|murltyhmlmunm:od»npar

Investments. India backed the Critical
Minerals Actlon Plan proposed at the G7
Summit inCanadain June. The G7 finance
ministers resolved to boost the” Resilient
and Inclusive Supply Chaln Enhancem.
ent”initiative forcritical minerals inwhi
«ch Japan, Canada, Germany, Italy, South
Korea, and the UK have collectively pled
ed $50 million. rhiu race o the bottom

ate even though they losel:

connec

hed closely,

Can India transform its battery waste?

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAN

Managing directar, Indaverm Rasearch Sarvices

India must prioritise govt support with stringent
enforcement of extended producer responsibility

frameworks and PLI sche

mes for recycling

[; 15 for battery waste
Farthark

when it's most exposed, Because culture lsn't th hilne In your It

tha fireprooding In your fallure.
Nothing reveals culture faster than a scandal, A financlal misconduct, A #MeToo

INDAA'S DECISIONT
ast 4

1 export
marks a pivotal step In lts erftbeal miner
als'strategy. Black mass, :hc ﬁm‘hlack

T FRCOVETY.

A 1] fIndia'sbat

cutting-edg | to pro
\ kol aw
the landscape. Many

tem, India must prioritise government
support with stringent Implementation

wwmtcln:nulu!thmnhﬁaml recy.

bilack mass p'mducm mbsidentify therm
o . , )

poler alitalned §

eworks and production-linked incenth
:v:lm:m rur_rccydlllm.'l‘lnm!m esaential

Ve

a]ln%:\llnn A data breach, .\whlatluhlumxr nmakn up lhcu aren’t o g:ratlnna] B i
scans.W lay,every I richin high-val fowthioug! lated pat} ith thoseof actual refls bl capabil
press release—Is magnified, (.rlala trips h cpo what you als such as lithium, cobalt, graphite,and  thath | il of extracting valuahlc matcrula Trom  itles, foster tech Innovation, and ensure
protect,what you ignose, anslvdmyuunulﬁcc:uauwlvm nicked. Tk s are knel e fi Nm:lvanIammllodby:hcinrmmal black mass Addl the ban Inabl fcal
[nlhmmmm:n leaders must choose between the lon and f; batteries used Inelectrlc  sector, drawn In by cost efficlency but on black mass exports, some may still be  rlals,th I Ha's cl BY
and truth, ! 1 Ibsliny hicl 1 il B mmarred by unsafe, unsclentific practices exported under the gulse of cobalt or nic and Lkt rateghe
AtOhriginal I bothsides pl 0 Imi By localising the recovery of hasackd leaching Thi Jeel materials. Without addressing these bl , ucture,
duct, chose transparency. The CEO owned the mistake, :nmu:unlam!q:nnly,am! these mllcal minerals, India alms to of taxic pall Iy Anesti India’s amb fi a:]un bridge technological d
hruugh: I.u' ol dent oversight. It But mwtaurvlmlandmmlenp reduce import dependency and move  one milllon waste workers N It ks Inakd 1l 1o allgs
It th o be honest when toward self-rellance In battery raw mate T 3! I npmad F\f adupuun could Iultmwutcmmmmentwlth lndm
(.m!lr-\nl that \\dlh amtlmnrganlaallm!:lm: retreated I:chind lawyers. They rlals, Ilumr.lhlnhil‘t ralses acruclal  frameworks, but form the I T " facs setbacks.
deflect lon, and quietly dismissed the whistle-blowers questhon: 1s I barckd: dlection syst bl ity India's dec p d lingl
wha ralsed concerns, The headlines faded, but the damage endured, Years later, black fclently and safel arm, I Thlgwork R&D cap and wxport curbs on black allyvlm.Fubll:r\mdlngahnnlal mm
employees still described the culture as “fearful *and *performative”. Externally, the India's battery waste force throuwgh skdll T ivisi mh mass ls a strateghc move to . Ing technologl leularly hyd,
brand never fully recovered, bl (! and dignified d can hen domesticresou allurgy and artifickal Intelligence -based
We sawa sllﬂcm:: kdnd ul‘lenabnnwhm the mrlndl.\ pared to countries ke South Koreaand  compensation could boost ush I;dil up the rccm:u:lty and aslvﬂn:c Its wrtl-n“.:an help domestic facilities achl
AL tragy folded. TataC China, which have Invested heavily In  collection while safeguard. P P tives. recovery rates and prod
vift ' ldnand advanced recycling Infrastructure, With  ing health and safuty. value chain in Indla's black mass export u:tqualltylmlulmdnmutkIwmpx
safety checks. IhnlImhl::dlhcxmm.whenmmannm] India's lithium-lon battery market pro The government has ta recycling ban mirrors global trends, — ityand Inmntwlainu tnch aduptlnncan
m::mlmmpnmdlypunndrmm tI\cLIMdeammcd |ected to reach 132 “Inawat: hours by ken to regulate Lally kn the push Indi yeling,
the chal itsent a quleter, s 2030,the i Ih J Uniunwmcmun:rhnmc liskng thel Is i

ape. Was it declsbve stewardship? Orashgn that when things

gowrong, trust evaparates, and control reverts to the top?
ROHIT ‘When you strip your CEO of authorlty In the darkest

hnur.ymdnn liunummgn:rlnh Youbroadcast toevery
OHRI that ditional,and that
Faunder, Ohriginal blame s saslartoreasslgn than share.

[Ecr!:lnslmmwlmhm ynur:u]tummn Imn:llu the hmt whi:tle blowing shows

wlmhcrlt I i We:all: k put fety. But nothing

I Iture fasterthanwhat I dares tospeak
up. When an insider risks everything to aay."‘inmﬂhlnghm Ian't right," every lead
ership Instinet ls tested, Because whistle anlnphl.;n'l Just about facts—it's about
e, trust, andwhethurinmgruymalmromurm nconvenlence,

Inaculture of fi I b sl b l, I'hcy “re quiletly margin:
allsed, thelr careers stalled, thelr credibil lose ranks, Lagal
dm.\rtmenla takrmr n\cn\wmmminmhlc ‘ium:n Inaalerthan:rulh

whistle

share | Fartable, Leaders thank them. Inc d

hed, Employees see that values aren’t |ust slogans, How you respond to a whistle
blower sets theln«rmrmr}nncwalchh:“ ltmllnpenple Isit sal‘c:uquuphmf
Crrwill vha theircareer,

I Ov'"'tlmu Jthat shapes whetheryou

Jac loa s whatt

:uumgc...

7 orsell |
Taften tell keaders: your first instinct Ina crlnla whetherto hide, fight,orconfess

I your cultural nmx]n Memary. Vnmlnn t mwlhnmhn You fall back on your

I lture of

y waste col

s equally
1m|>nrt.|nt lhylnwgml.ng It lnln formal

et mnurgc Yet, the requ leetl A | | tricti retain

edto A efficiently recycl i Jing practices. Yet, gaps in enf: ntmlq;ltwlurmll)' l‘talmraupnndsm supply chains, India can dramatically

parucular]y to u:lrm matcr!al; r:nm mentand infrastructure persist, under Cir Tt Hection efficl

blackr mkningth i | fors g i | s [OECD] historical b India's dechsion to regulate black mass

ahm!rul nrlndlanmcyclm hmslml pplewithl 1 I il rlers that limi to non-OECD nat and retain its valuewithin by banning ex
rhated by a tech \cal disparity I.nnn I.nduslln“ lndla whlle the I:m may

essblack mass andrecovervaluable mate
rlaln. llm' wnrk at ll.mlml n|:ac1:y These

between advanced (Grade A) and less
equipped (Grade B) facilities, Certified re

[ports s more than a resource. un:urlry me
m

on
I‘um“nrnﬂnlng markets, the long-term

aure, bt s adecl
ndence. But curbs without nvestments

early| B P benefits from securlng critical minerals  can be self-defeating, With the right mixof
duetohkh I it 4ot angageli Micrecyelir 1rod ; ™ ) 1 invchush
suppart, In contrast, mstplaynm Inlhc creath fleant barrlerto effl I ating domestic jobs outwelgh the short Wh.lmﬂa’nbﬂttmmﬁnb«rﬂmm
meth g valuable faks and hind- :ennclu]lengulrlmllahwulaindmm it i e groen as
ods moultl.ug I:! Im cmcl.ent r«nmynf | lareconormy, the capacl 3 set powerlng its clean enengy transition,
impropes " ’ e ol obot o IngJobs,andfort!fylngd TR,
anlsms and lhnl:uun:cul‘ lised e ¥ g In mies and h yel plyet Thetime to cose the oo

THE EDITOR

GST reform

Apropos of "Towards GST consensus”
(FE, July 16}, the Centre must first do a
sector-wise analysis to gauge the

ic impact of potential goads
and sarvice tax (GST) rate revisions on
industries and consumer behaviour.
Far instance, reducing the GST on air

values—t hewall, [
bl Doy th i protectthe I
Crlslk forks In the road, Handle tl ithelarfty and fty,and
yourcul hattle-tested L resilient. Mishan
dlelhnm and the crackswiden, Whi louder, Peop
I the end, lhnmunthaum;lq;arynmny I 15n't the head| the financial
cost., It's the story you tell ds about what kind of company they

work for. Because mn mr}u:hlnn else s stripped away, culture is simply how you
Iehave when you have the most to lose.

from 28% could spur
damand and, in turn, increase tax
revanwes, potantially neutralising the
shart-term loss. Similarly, lowering

Regd, No: DL -21068,/05-08, RN Na, 28750, 74, i i

Thie Inelian Exp

ahall of Tha Indian Exp

GSTon packaged foods from 12% to
5% may banefit and boost

move toward new cesses may require
which

cansumption, but its net impact on
manufacturers—especially in terms of
input tax cradit and pricing powar—
ravarcls careful i As tha

carry legal and political complaxity. So
an informad discussion around the
GST Council's vating structure, which
a super-majority for key

s

demands but rate rationalisation
neads broader consensus. It is prag-
matic move to get the home minkster
Invalved in this, Remaoving the 12%
slab must ba accepted by all states,
‘While the GST Council has loh:lar in

for states
expires in March, the government
must explore alternatives bayond the
proposed health and clean energy
cess, such as direct grants or dynamic
ravenue-shasing models, particularly
for low-consumption states, Any
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is critical to the
hurdles in pushing through reforms.
~Amarjeat Kumar, Hazaribagh
Broader consensus

The GST Council has shown great
fledbdity to sccommaodate genuing

that hange dees net

affect month-on-month colla:tm.
the hame minister must convince
states that they won't get a raw deal,
~Bal Gavind, Moida
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T looks like the Yogi Adityanath

regime in Uttar Pradesh and large
sections of the Sangh Parivar equate
povernance with the management of
religlous events. First it was Maha-
laumbh and now it i Kanwar Yatea,
Incidernally, it Is not just the govern-
ment machinery, but life self finds
inself enmeshed in the intricacies of
pilgrimages. The Kanwar Yaira, a
deeply revered Hindu pilgrimage
undertaken in the month of Shravan,
draws lakhs of devotees, known as
Kanwariyas, walk lorg digances o
fetch water Tmm the Ganga and of-
fer it o Lond Shiva in temples. Over
timve, this event has evolved from
o humible spiritual exercise into a
massive and heavily orchestrated
religious procession, drawing exten-
sive state support, In UR as in other
BPruled states like Uttarakhand,

Haryana, and Ddhi, the Kanwar
Yatra transforms the civic and ad-
ministrative landscape for several
weeks each year. 1t is nodifferent this
year. As the yatra gains momentum,
several districts in UP have taken
the extreme step of shusting down
schools temporarily, The ostensible
reason i 1o safeguard students amid
overwhelming road congestion, traf-
fi diversions, and the general chaoy
that accompanics the event,

Distriet  admindstrations  have
also rerowted traffic, deployed thou:
sands of police personnel, and put
clvic services on high alert. Roads
are reserved for Kanwarkyas, while
ondinary citizens face long detours
and disruptions 1o daily life. Worse
atill, educational  irstittions  be-
ing chosed for rdigious reasons sets
& problematle precedent. 1t sends a

chear mecssage spirihaal events, when
they reach a certain magnitude, can
override secular responsdbilities like
education.  Students,  particulasly
from rural and bewer-income fami-
lies wh ry heavily on government
schools, are the sibent victims. Their
academic calendas, already fragile
due 10 Covid-rdated disruptions in
recent years, is being tampered with
fist reasons that are no way related
tor edducation. This normalisation of

Kanwar Yatra: When governance becomes management of religious events

this directive opens the door ko sur-
velllance and possible targeting of
minority-run establishments,

There is a growing perception
that such policies are bess about pub-
lie sabety and more about reli
profiling. under the guise of admin-
istrathve diligence. The apex court
has rightly sought an explanation
from the Uttar Pradesh government
on the begality and intent behind
this decision, What is alarming is
hew ol stakebiold dmi

accommodation but an institutional
surrender 10 spectace. Governance
is becoming indistinguishable from
the management of fedivals, This
miust stop, There is nothing wrong
with su i religlous events ki a
mﬂulmli&msdrmoany like
India, It ks entirely reasonable for
the state 10 ensure safety, hygiene,
and traffic regulation during such
events. However, when religious
Festivities start dictating the tempo

sich disruptions reflects & misplaced
priority. Thankiully, the Supreme
Court has taken cognisance of peti-
tlons challenging another controver-
shal mwe by the state government:
o directive mandating eateries and
dhabas along the Kanwar route to
digplay QR codes with ownership
information. Cstensibly famed as a
securily measire, crities argue that

tors, judges, law enforcement —ane
sucked inbo the vortex of this rdi.
glous exercise, willingly or other.
wise, From district maghtrates to

from -

and tenor of g I becomes
probdematic.

When studenis are denled edu-
cation so that moads can be cleared
for devotess, when businesses are
1 in the name of religious

police

ndcipal workers to teachers, almost
every arm of govermance & redi-
rected fo facilitate a pilgrimage, This
s o4 jist an expression of religious

security, when hospitals, fire ser-
wices, andd administrative offices and
that is when one should take such
inithative with a pinch of salt.

The changing face of universities over the years

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

DR MOHAN KANDA

'I\ﬁvurii:u examples of the
concept of a university as
a place of higher leaming can
b found in medieval history,

While the University of
Bologna in laly, known for
the study of Liw, is faed
as the oldest in the world, Na-
landa Unhensity in Bihar is
considered one of the greatest
centres of learning in ancient
times and the workls st resd-
dential University.

There Is. then, the Univer-
sity of Calcutta, the oldest and
one of the most prestigious in-
stitutions. The Massachusetts
Institute of technology (MIT)
is generally acoepted as the
front ranner ameng the wni-
versities i the word. Harvand
and Yale in the USA. Cam-
brilge and Oxford in Ergland,
the University of Melboume
in Australia, the University
of Singapore and the Peking
University also ranking anoag
them.

While universities do noed
autononiy, excesive freedom
can lead o pitfalls such a a
decline in academbc rigour.
Poor oversight can also create
an environment conducive to
propagation of religious fun-
damentalism or extreme po-

* Several wolleges resort to
of hting admilons
bl o
i conves for sling
et (4 sal
dogroes

is being advocated by experts
Im recent times.

It is felt that they can pro-
mate self-reasation " Wdl aﬁ
lead 1o more

mn;belmunmmmouwlndu on

L

ainful employment,
Thse history created by the
ry mock band, “The

Beatles! i the cady 19605, the
dazaling carcers of cclebi-
thes such as matinoe kol Am-
itabh Bachchan, and cricket
superstars Sachin Tendulkar
ard M5 Dhoni should serve
as irspiration for taking such
an idea forward. 1i has abio
been fell in some quarters that
their scope needs also 1o be
extended 1o cover traditional
rural sports like Kho Kho and
Kabaddi, The miove is expocted
to increase the chandes of the
stidents  obtaining  employ-
merl.

Many feel that universities
noed 10 insist on a requines
ment of apprentice experience,
o practical orientation, so that
students can hit the ground
mnning after leaving the
institutions, with a vahiable
addition 1o their curdobim
vitae.

High-end imstituthons send
pupils on educational tours, 1o
within thecountry and abroad,
make them gain experience
and exposure 1o the coviron-

litical perswasions, mient outside, to enable better
The need for prey for competing in
which specialise in traditional the emerging hghly competi-

arts and crafts, sach as dance,
muslc, palnting,  sculpture,
apart from games and sports,

tive environment.
Universities are of different
types, such as Central univer-

of app

Ahat the governiments should
explore ways 1o allocate funds
more effectively, focusing on
oulcomes, reseanch, and inne.
vation. Governments should
certainly not sop. Such a step
woukl negatively impact ac-
cessibility, equity, and overall
development.  Withowt  gov.
ermment  oversight,  quality
could decline, and the foous
might shift away from public
good towards profit maximi-
sation.

A balinced approach, com-

erence, of practical ordentation, so that

students can hit the ground runnin g, after leaving the
Institutions, with avaluable addition to lleir curmiculum

witae, High-and

tours, Inﬂlﬂln mmmmam mtem fain
0

enable belmnrmrm forcompetingn the emerging
Bighly competitive emironment.

sitics, which ane established by
acts of Pardlament, State uni-
versitics and deemed univer-
sitics, There are abso colleges
which can be affiliated or be
antenomous depending on the
degree of control evercised on
their acaddemic, adminisrative
and financial matters, by the
wnibversities in whise jursdic-
tlon they are located.

The affairs of universities
In the country are promated,
coordinated and  supported
by several institutions and or-
ganisations,

For example the University
Grants Commision (UGC)
B the statutory body that
has boen edablished to en-
sure qualitative devdopment
of higher education, setting
sandands, promoting qual-
Wy asunnce, and providing
funds foe various initiatives,
apart from acconding recog-
mitlon 1o universities and col-
beges and disburse funds,

Likewise the All India
Council for Tedhnical Educa-

tion (AICTE), is a statutory
body that is responsible for

lami coars
i ‘e o the
graduate, post-graduate, tech-
nécal and management aduca-
thon system,

Similarly the Association
ol lndian Universities (AIL)
pays a vital wole in the edu-
cathon :rsbcm by pmmollns

bining g support
with pnvabc rvedment, is
crucial for supplementing re-
sousees and encou M-
petition. Mechanisms bike tax
breaks for educational instita-
tions and scholarships for stu-
dents can incentiviee private
participation. Private institu-
thens can contribute to quality,
aid government-funded insti-
tutions often st the standands
for academic excellence and
research. Institutions can also
explore ather avenues sach
s like alumni contributions,
endowments, and  industry
collaborations. Al funding,
Tawever, should be tied 1o per-
formance melrics ke studeit
outcomes, nescarch  outpuat,
JII! mqlnsiq' lmlusuin ander

ration, facil

ognition of qulllfwlbm md
acting as a liaison between
universitics aned government
lbodies, B is also recognition of
degrees and diplomas awarded
Ty the universities recognised
Iy the UGC a0 an implement

b
Inqmwc thelr quabity and rel-
evane,

Tris undortunate that several
colleges resort 10 the perni-
chows practice of linking ad-
misions 10 donations ths
becoming centres for selling

ing cy for the
signed  between India and
ather countries in the field of
edugation.

Reverting 1o the question
of the desirability of govern-

d literally, shops
s:i‘r:dcy;cs. A policy e
ronment, it ks spet, needs to
be put in place which enables
clwlwubn Tfa]ult.mhr fun-

ment fundding, o consensus is
beginalng to emerge i recent
times, suggesting that the cur-
rent funding maodd may nod
Ibe e fficient or tramsparent, and

of debentures 1o the general
ablic.

Increased participation
of students in the process of
evaluating the efficacy of the

economic and admiditrative
functioning of leaming cen:
tres, Including the Introduc-
tion of self-assessment, have
also been advocated by some
experts.

Auniversity studdent wanted
oy sit et t one of his teach-
ers at lunch

However, the teacher booked
at the student with an armogant
Eace and said:

A swan shant be friends

apig

“Then 1 shall fly on; an.
swered the student with a
senile.

The teacher was chearly
vexad by the cheeky reply and
decided 1o make sure 1o do
everything in his o fail
the uudt?t ot the m

At theoral exam, he gave the
student the hardest questions,
but the student had amazing
answers for everythiing. Thene-
fore, hoping be could still fail
his victim, the teacher aded
hiirm a trickier question:

“ou're walking on a road
and you find two bags One
contains gold, the ather clev-
erness. Which bag do you
choose?”

“The gold!

‘Unforunately, [ doslt
agree. 1 choose cleverness,
htnuu‘lhlt's mane important
than money!

‘Everyone  would choose
what they dont have! says the
student.

The teacher wirms red, and
hes so angry he writes "ass”
on the student’s paper. The
student beaves without book.
ing at the paper. However, he
returms shortly, gives back his
paper and saye

‘Excuse me sir, you did si

Kudos to The Hans India

II is indeed great that in the fercely competitive world
of media, particularly when the electronie media is get-
louder and creating nuisance, The Hans India has

thstood everything to successfully complete 14
years. My lmdllhm with the daily goes back 1o lhe
mroﬂll launch. It is delightiul that many of my thoughts
have found a place in its columns. Wishing many more

successful years to Team Hans,

N Nagarafan, Hyderabad

More glory to the media ‘all-rounder’

le!h more glory to The Hans India that has completed
14 years since inception. A defining Factor is that it cov-
ers news with equanimity and comes up with rational
analysis and solutions without any blas o leanings, what-
soever, inchading its edit page, Young Hans, national and
world news, education, research and development, sports,
politics and womenia, et al to earn it the distinction of
being an all-rounder. Most importantly, the Hans India
I||.| maveE e Foumslllunl] journalism, while its satire-

I d t-provoking.

"PVP Madhue Nivriti, Secunderabacl-61

A must in all TG and AP public libraries

T is really a proud moment for any newspaper (o step
into its 15th year of existence. The Hans India, which
took off 14 years back, has bucn i the publkdnmlln and

winn lades for ks £l all all
these years. [t is one of the few news| llulrnlu reaxd-
ers’ columns even on Sundays. Though it focuses on local

Issues, it also gives due tage to national and global
ssues, including sports the world of entertainment.
A unique aspect s that it maintains a regular column on
women. On this occasion, | urge the management of the
daily to impress uﬁn the Telangana and Andhra Pradesh

governments on the need to Iuvelh:pupﬂhlpn‘hlkll-
braries across the two Telugu ng states. Many li-
brarians are shying away from su u'rlilng o It dlespite its.

rudmhlpvﬂur dthg resource crunch:
Pritapa Reddy Yarassate, Tiruvura (AP)

Cheek food poisoning cases in Gurukuls

HE news Bem “KTR blames the government for the
deaths of Gurukul shsdents in Tela (The Hans
India July 16} makes for disturbing ing. He has al-
leged that over thousand food polsoning cases wene re-
ported across the State, and there were over 100 deaths.
of Gurukul students, over the past one year. It is a ‘seri-
ous lssue and the government of the day should address
it on a priority basis, TSWRELS and TTWRES are IM‘ nm
socleties primarily responsible for
patasalis, which also feeds students from musjn.lllml
sections, The incompetent government depariments are
to be blamed for providing rotien rice and contaminated
drinking water, which are resulting in many food potson-
ir\gcuﬁ. It irIII 'hr a guod augury if NGOs like -
tra B nd Arunodaya Trost are roped in o be

my paper, but you [wgu‘:n
give my grade!’

{The writer was forsmerly

Clhlef Seeretary,

Governmeni of

Ancdhrr Pradesh)

A simple PSA blood test cannot reveal prostate cancer

kv M Koo

ROSTATE cancer s the

most common cancer in
many countries, including Aus-
tralia where 26,000 men are di-
agnosed per year, The majority
(moee than 83per cent) are aged
owver 6 yean.

Prostate cancer kills around
3,900 Australians a year Yel
Mt Prostate CIRCENs progress
very showly, and many men dic
“with” and not “from” prostate
cancer, which presently is de-
tected with & blood test. This
measures the amount s of pros:
tate specific antigen (PSA) in
the blood, a protein produced
by the prostate gland. But while
an elevated PSA can indicate
prostate cancer, other non-
cancerous conditions, sich as
prostate enlangement or inflam-
matbon, can alio increase PSA
levels.

New draft guidelines ain 1o
provide clearer recommienda-
tions about the role PSA tosts
should play in detecting pros-
tate cancer.

Lifi-saving treatment vs

harmiful averd iagmosis:

Early detection of prostate can-
et by PSA Resting bs important.
I allows for timely trealmerits
such as prostate removal sur-
gery, radiation or homonal
therapy: But despite their effc-
tivemess, these treatments can

case problems such as erectile
dysfunction. Urinary inconti-
mende sues ocour in up o 14
per cent of patients, Therefore,
If the prostate cancer i con-
sidered low.risk and has mot
spread  outside the prostate,
the elindcian may recommend
“active survelllinee” to closely
maonitor the cancer for signs
of progression. 1 the low-risk
prostate cancer doesmit pro-
press, Ureatmend anad its ssoi-
ated side effects can be delayed
o avaided.

“The controversy anouisd PSA
testing is that it cam over-diag-
node bowrisk proviate cancers
that would mever become life-
thneate niig, PSA tests may dl s
give false positive results when
someone docsnlt have cancer.
Such senarios cause harm 1o
men who are ever-areated for
proatite caneer solely based on
clevated PSA levels,

In a decades-bong chinical
sty involving 182,000 men,
PSA testing reduced prostate
cancer deaths by 20 per cent
compared to men who didalt
widergo testing. Hut a trade
off was having to over-teat
arvaiind 48 i e Lo prevent one
prostate cancer death,

W need to find ihe balance
between enabling early life-
saving detection and prevent-
Ing harmful over-treatment
of mwen with bow-risk prostate
cancer.

Medical specialists often order
amuttiparametric MRI (mpMRI
followin g elevated PSA levels to
detormine if blopsies are required,
is aspecialised MRI that uses
strong magnets and radio waves
to construct a detalled three.

-

i pRoRTATL

from diffe

dmensional image of the p

and idenfity suspicious-looking areas.,

Draft guidelines:

The Prostate Cancer Foun-
dation of Australia has released
new drafl dinical guidelines
for the early detection of pros-
tate cancer for public consulta-
ton

The following recommend-
wod changes aim to reduce over-
treatnwent and mininsise harm.

1, Offer all men a‘baseline’
PEA test at 40 All men would
be offered an initial PSA test
at age 40 to provide a baseline
PSA measurement o compare
against follow-up tests, A base-
line PSA measurement would
enable the calculution of PSA
doubling time: the number of
manths taken for PSA level 1o
doaible from baseline. Aggres-
sive fist-growi g tumours tend
&0 have shorter PSA doubling
times, so this would enable
carly detection of high-risk
prostae cancer for  prompt
greatmwent, Such a change could
improve prostate cancer risk

classification and spare mone
men frony unnecessary harm-
ful treatment side effects,

1 GPs offer men aged
50-69 PSA tests every Iwo
years: The dralt puidelines
recommend GPs offer PSA
testing every two years for al
men aged 5069, For men over
0, PSA testing woald be rec-
ommended based on clinical
assessment by GPs Men are
more likely 1o be dagnosed
with prostale cancer at an
advanced age. So, as they get
older and have a shorter life
expectancy, the harms of treat-
ment are mose lkely to out-
weigh the benefits of carly de-
tection, This recommendation
could reduce over-diagnosis
by considering individual lifie
expectancy, overall health and
jpotential treatment harms.

: fons al
wm m other
CARCER 1YPS, prostate cander is
a disease caused by gene mal-
functioning leading 1o tumour

gromth, Men with a family
hkstory of prostate cancer are
around thiee times maore lkely
1o develop and die from pros-
tate cancer due to their genetic
susceptability,

Abariginal and Torres Strait
Islander men havea higher risk
of dyiig From prostate cancer
companed 1o non- Indigenoas
men. This may be due to de-
layed diagnoses and limited
00088 10 Prostate cancer breat-
ment options in remide ar-
eas, For these men with higher
prostate cancer risk, the drafft
guidelines recommend carlier
and more frequent PSA testing,
starting at age 40,

This ¢f could prioritise
and nrmgﬂﬂl. mgh-lid:
populations of men who would
benefin most from mone regu-
lar PSA testing,

No maore finger up the buni:

Previously, men with high
PSA levels were referred for
needle prostate biopsies which
imvobve invasive insertion of
needles into different arcas of
thie prostate bo remove tissue
samples for lab analyses, Nee-
dle biopsies are painful and
come with risks of bleeding or
Infection. So, s helphul to use
additional prostate cancer best-
ing approaches to guide who ks
referned for a blopsy.

The new draft guidelines no
longer recommend the wse of

digital rectal examinaion, the
dreaded "finger up the bum’ to
screen for signs of prostate can-
cer together with PSA testing
Men fnd this unpleasant and

cians can dim-

pal
assured of dcllvem\g nutritious food to the hapless su-
dents, who, otherwise, live in horrifying conditions.

R | Janardivasia Rao, Hyderabad-28

thehansreader@gmail.com

@ sevaLuru onune

Can you declare Kharge as PM
cmdidnle" BJP asks Cong
BENGALURU: The Karnataka BIP has dubbed the AICC

OBC Advisory Council meeting in Bengaluru as politi-
cal drama staged by the Congress in the rop of the

aging. Medicare rebates hinve
been available Tor magnetic
rescnance imaging todiagnose
prostate cancer since J018
Medical specialists often order
a multiparametric MRI (mpM-
RI) following devated PSA lev-
s to determing if biopsies are
required, This b a specialised
MEI that wses strong magnets
and radio waves to construct
a detailed three-dimensional
lmmage of the e from
different angles and idemtify
suspicious-looking arcas. The
draft guidelines recommend
mpMRI to supplement PSA
testing b better determine if
a biopsy is needed. This saves
men from unpecessary lnva-
sve procedunes and meduos
health-system costs, The infor-
mation gathered from the pub-
lic consubations will inform
the final draft prostate cancer
carly detection guidelines.
The final  recommends
tions will then be sent 1o the
Matlonal Health and Medbcal
Research Council for I
before becoming dink
tice,
(Thie writer is from the Uini-
versity of Quiensland)

§ Bihar Assembly elections and asked the party
if it could declare chicf Mallikarjun Kharge as the Prime
Ministerial candidate.

The party further challe the Congress to declre
ALCC President }Hlihmmrs:. aveteran Dalit kead-
er, as its Prime Ministerial candidate if it truly cares about
the welfare of 5Cs, $Ts, and OBCs.

ing to the media at the BJP headquarters on
Wednesday, Karnataka BIP President, B Y Vijayendra stat-
ed, “The Congress party’s OBC panel mecting has made
nlmlbcldllm ](lm.mh Chiel Minister Sd&hmmlr

h has o

d tht the heas the
forward the social movement in Ilrmunlry Hc
lhonl]eyd that the BIP has abways opposed reservations
and social justice.

“1 want to ask CM Siddaramaiah, the national Con-
ress leaders, and Leader of the Opposition Rahul Ganehi
whether they genuiney care about the OBCs, SCs, STs,
and minorites.”

“1 challenge LoP* Rahul Gandhi — if the Congress tru-
Iy cares about the Backwand Classes, SCs, and STs — let
him declare Mallikarjun Kharge as the Prime Ministerial
candidate. But they won't. The Ganadhi family won't allow
it. Neither Rahul Gandhi nor Sonia Gandhi will approve
it)" Vijayendra chimed. He alleged that the agenda of the
OBC meeting was not the uplift or devdlopment of OBCs,
but rather dectoral gains in Bihar, “This is the neal agenda,
With Bihar elections approaching, the AICC OBC panel
meeting is being held in Bengaluru — a move that hokds
no real importance. It ks nothing more than a pollitical

gimmick aimed at the upcoming Bihar polls” he daimed.

Printed and Published by K. Hanumanta Rac, on behall of Hyderabad Media House Pyt Limited, Flal. Mo 609, 6ih Floor, Kirtl Shikhar Buiding, Piot.No, 1. Dist. Center, Janakpur, New Dedhi- 110058
and Printed at M's. Marutinandan Printers & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, G.T Kamal Road, ndustrial Area, New Dalhi = 110033, Chief Editor: P Madhusudhan Reddy. RNI Mo DELENG/2017/74005
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Why even moderate rainfall leads to flooding in Gurgaon

SHINY VARGHESE
NEW DELHLJULY 16

THE DELHI Master Flan of 1962 saw Gurgaon
{Gurugram) as a place of modest urban
growth, primarily because the area has no
proundwater resources. [n 1980, with Manuti
setting up its factory in Manesar, Gurgaon
emerged as an induwstrial hub.

A decade later, with liberal-

der every monsoon.

‘What makes Gurgaon, home to nearly 2
million people and boasting the third high-
‘Bst per capita income among cities in [ndia,
this vulnerable to monsoon Alooding?

Ignoring topography
The Aravalli ridge, on the southern edge
of Gurgaon, is the natural high ground for the
city. From there, the land slopes
down towards the north,

isation and the promise of rapid which is at a lower altitude,

economic growth and infra- INFRA Rainwater in Gurgaon thus

structural development, the Flowes: from the southto

mymical village mcnl:inm:d i|1 the north, towards the
illenniumm  Najafigarh Jheel in West Dethi.

City, amodel fuer Rc-mmry urbanisationin
India —and everything that iswrong with it

Every monsoon, Gurgaon witnesses ex-
treme flooding: ]rwrs-lm\gtraﬂ'lcjams cars
Apating in the deluge, and

Maps from the 19205 showa large number
of water channels in Dethi-NCR. The ones in
Gurgaon ran along an east-west axis. “Before
MG Road and Sector 56 came up, dv:n: w:n:

trocuted are common oocurrences, All th:s
happens even though Gurgaon receives only
about 500 mm of rain on average every year.
In comparison, Kochi receives well over
3000 mm of rain annually without going un-

waterc
ridge,” architect-urban designer Suptendu
Biswas told The indian Express.

Allooded underpass at Rajiv Chowl in
Gurgaon last week. Praveen Khanna,

water would traved further north. But these
channels have all but disappeared, and sub-
sequent urban expansion has not kept the

These were natural di ze channels,
which carried runoff towards what is now
the western edge of Gurgaon, from where

(AL WAS]) CLIMATE

HOW CLIMATE CHANGE IS FUELLING
DEVASTATING WILDFIRESIN EUROPE

WILDFIRES HAVE scorched hotspots in
several Mediterranean countries this
month, withblazes forcing thousands of
people into lockdown in Catalonia in
Spain, and encroaching on Marseille, the
second-largest city in France.

Huow bad have wildfires been thisyear?

‘Wildfires have burnt 227,000 hectares
ofland since the beginning of the year —
more than double the average for this
time of year over ﬂ\c past two decades,
accordi est Fire
Information Sym:m{EFFIS].

‘While far above average, it's not the
highest in EFFIS' records, which go back to

Flames rising from a wildfire in
Greece on July 3. Reurers

2002. Europe had particularly bad fire
seasons in 2003 and 2017, when blazes
burnt more than 1,100,000 hectares in -~ tr

city's ic reality in mind.
Today, Google Earth images show arte-
rial roads like the Golf Course Road men on a

UDIT MISRA
MEW DELHI, JULY 18

north-south axis — this makes them ideal
routes for surface runoff, given that
drains are non-existent or poorly planned.
“Topography was not only ignored but also
abused,” Biswas said.

Piecemeal planning

One reason why urban expansion in
Gurgaon has not kept up with topographic
realities is the piecemeal ity plan-
ning. This is borne out of the city’s unigue
land acquisition moede] which is central to
Gurgaon's groveth story.

From the 1970s omwards, the Haryana
government introduced a series of laws,
which enabled private firms to acguire land
on a large scale to develop townships. The
Haryana Urban Development Authority
[HUDA) was created in 1977 to streamline
the

process.
Having developed neighbourhoods such
as South Extension and Kailash Coleny in
Delhi, Dethi Land and Finance {DWF) alone ac-
quired 52 villages in the initial years from
farmers. As other players came along, land
aoquisition was not carried out in a uniform

manner. This led toirregular plots, and roads
that led to nowhere.

“Allpcative dedisions form the very core of
conventional urban planning, which was
rrusnng mGurgm‘ssmryfrumﬂwbcgm—

ingcodes have Jand
concrete — earth is slmp]j nit something
that planners consider while building a city.

Common sense solutions

i urugrom:
Ashort bingrophy (2021},

The *plug-and-play™ mode of urban ex-
pansion meant that roads were not built
with proper gradients, nor was there any
big picture thinking behind basic planning
decisions for the city.

Concrete everywhere
In Gurgaon mustard ﬁl:l:ls have long
1y for ises. Are-

gion which once had Eﬂ natural canals, crit-
iical to absorh its excess rainwater, barely
has four mday.

But as concrete, impervious to percola-
tion, has covered Gurgaon, civic authorities
» build a robust i
o deal with the problem. Concrete drains
only add tothe flooding due to theirnability

o absorb water.
According to Biswas, India's engineer-

ST ECONOMICS|

China’s GDP growth data

Why have the data released this week surprised global analysts for the second time in two quarters?
What domestic and external challenges does China's economy face, and how has it managed them?

CHIMAS CGDP grews 5.2%in

[npnl-[m'r:]dl‘ﬂhmdmgmm'ml Eg-
onTuesday. Tk

spm:d\c high tariffsimposed by United Staus

President Donald Trump, the value ofthe eoo-

nomic output (that is, all goods and services)

iﬁidcﬂ\hladmir@du:snmndqlammFmE

was’, Tnommic outpu dur-
background conditions. This has con- mgd‘lcsam:quamruﬂﬂ'}i[cl‘mi 1
img earlier quarter in

each year — an area equivalent to the is-
land of Jamaica. It is not yet clear if 2025
will be a record year, as that will depend
on how the fire season evolves in the

in recent years incountries bordering the
Mediterranean Sea. it hasalso made fires
maore intense in these countries.

Greenhouse gas emissions, mainly

‘Ccoming months.

Thenumber of fires in Europe has also
surged this year so far, with 1118 blazes
detected as of July 8. versus 716 in the
same period last year, EFFIS said.

Heatwaves in Europe earlier this
montl\ stoked blazes around the

including in Syria, where

from burning coal, oil and gas, have
heated the planet by abouwt 1.3 degrees
Celsins since pre-industrial times. Europe
has warmed at twice the global average
since the 19805, according to the World
Meteorological Organization.

That warmer baseline means higher
wres can be reached during

fires have burned through more than 3%
of the country’ forest cover, according to
the UN. In the Greek islands of Evia and
Crete, wildfires this month forced thou-
sands of people to evacuate their homes.
But while Europe overall has seen a
Jjump this year, scientists observing the
fires say those in the Mediterranean re-
gion have, while destructive, so far been
relatively isolated.
‘What is driving the wildfires?
Scientists say the Mediterranean re-

grion's hotter, drier itathigh

heatwaves, which dimate change is also
making more frequent. This has been
confirmed by the United Nations' global
panel of climate scientists, the

which Chmas GDF growth has beaten the
expectations of global analysts. In the first
guarter | January-March ), the Chinese econ-
omy grew even faster, at 5.4% on an annu-
alised basis. Market estimates had perged its
second-quarter GDP growth at about 4 5%,
At this rate, China looks set to achieve its
annual growth target of "around 5%,
, mast analysts cutside the country
still expect China's growth to slow down in
the second half of the year.

China's economic challenge...
Forthree decades, China'se

CHINA'S GDP GROWTH RATE
mZ2023 m2024 m2025

OFFICIAL GDP VS ALTERNATIVE GDP ESTIMATES

CHINA'S CONSUMER PRICE
INFLATION INDEX

[ 1001
BN

Jun 2025
May 2025
Agr2025
Mar 2025
Feb 2025
Jan 2025
Dec 2024
how 2024

Mug 2024
Jul2024
Jun 2024

atan explosive pace on thrbacl:urfahlstnnc
manufa allowed it tocap-

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change in recent reports.

‘What is the forecast?

Countries are preparing for worse
blazes. Warmer-than-average tempera-
tures are forecast across Eunope in August,
according to EFFIS, meaning fire danger
WI|] n:mamhlgh across much of south-
Europe.

risk of wildfires. Once fires start, plenti-
ful dry vegetation and strong winds in the
region can cause them to spread rapidhy
and bum out of control.

Climate change exacerbates the risk
of wildfires by creating hotter and drier

MulcSuuﬂu:mBuupc isexgpected bo
sew normal rainfall patterns, the rest of
the continent is expected to be drier than
normal in August — potentially exacer-
bating fire risk in other regions.

REUTERS

ture an ever increasing share of ghohal ex-
ports. Within the country, there was a mas-
siveexpansion of physical infrastructure. This
dependence on exports (on the external
front)and real estate {on the domestic front
created structural imbalances,

Ower the past several years, many coun-
tries have turned away from globalisation
and global trade, even as their economies
have slowed. As the share of exports in
China'’s GDF has fallen, its growth has been
affected. That said, even now exports con-
tribute around 20% of the Chinese GDP.

With China's domestic consumer base
still struggling to recover from the economic
shock of the Covid-19 disruption, the coun-
try's economy was hit by a collapse of its
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booming arket. The downfall of
Evergrande, once the world's most valuable
real estate company, underlined the scale
and consequences of the crisis.

Real estate figured prominently among

Biswas :
lutions o address flooding in Gurgaon.

B ldentifying local green areas where
there is waterlogging, which can then be-
oome water harvesting sites where runoff
can be captured and allowed to seepinto the
ground through aquifers or filters. Urban
planning should be as localised as possible,
Biswass

B Creating soft drains beneath pave-
ments and along the road: these will allow
for percolation of raimwater into the soil.
Biswas suggested building “French drains™
— trenches that are filled with gravel and per-
forated pipes to redirect surface and ground-
water away from waterlogged areas.

B Sloping the roads such that water can
drainoff. If land is surveyed efficiently, swales
can be created such that large drainage chan-
nels with gently shoping sides can decrease
surface water from collecting.

"50-

the pandemic spotlighted the dangers of
highdependence on China and led to efforts
by countries to diversify by adopting a
China+1 strategy. Inthe US, the Biden admin-
istration continued with the tariffs imposed
by the first Trump administration and took
other policy initiatives (such as the CHIPS
Act) to boost the American semiconductor
industry and contain China’s advance in crit-
ical new technology areas.

Indeed, in the wears after the pandemic,
the world's largest economy has increased
the lead over its nearest competitor, In 2021,
(China'seconomy was around 75% the size of
the US econommy; in 2024, China's GDP was
only 64% of the US's.

Between 2021 and 2024, the LS econormy
grew from an annual nominal GDP of $23.6
trillion to $29.1 trillion, China's annual GDP
during this same period increased by less —
from S17.8 trillion to $18.2 trillion.

...And how it has coped

Many had expected Trump's tariff war
would significantly affect the Chinese econ-
oy, But the data since the start of 2025 have
been counterintuitive. While the US econormy
shrankin the first quarter and there are per-

Note: Data are quarterly ard extend through 2024:94. The red fne piots Chita's official real

d-quarter changes. Sousce: National B

GDP growth in 4-quarter changes. The blue line plots [|I!ﬂ[l?m[w!cﬁ|m? GDP growth in
of

China; Author's calculations,

the middle of 2023, the last time that the gov-
ermment released these data.
The Chinese econormy has also been fac-

E| JUDICIARY FOUNDATION COURSE people’s household assets — the crashing  ing deflationary pressures {Chart 2), which
- Siwilinls | E Chlion o 0 prices of property hit consumer confidence refers to prices going down year on year.
- . S mam 1 further, dampened the overall demand for — Deflation, the opposite of inflation, often
| 9 Dadhi 24 July | 30 AM i W goods and services, and sioweddown China’s — presenits serious problems for an econormy.
[ T 1 . | domestic engines of groveth. As prices start to fall, consumers hold hack
I"‘rurlﬂr‘l] | Sumisioria pn i Adirect fallout wasan increaseinunem-  purchases in the hope of buying the same
| ¥ Indore W7 duly | 530 PM ‘fouth {ages16to  goodforcheaperlater. This behaviourbrings
= 24) han 200 infive—by  down prices furtherast

ply and demand widens.

A deflationary spiral means there is no
incentive for businesses to invest or pro-
duce goads, and this results in the economy
stagnating. Resolving deflation can be more
difficult than containing high inflation be-
cause there is only so much that policymak-
ers can do in terms of cutting interest rates
and increasing government spending to
boost eoonomic activity.

The supply chain disruption caused by

mOfficial GOP m Alternative GDP (in) sistent vies about a reoesion, China fias
20 China's GDP growth rate has moderated
10.3% from the first quarter, but underlying data
1511 show manufacturing has remained
10— resilient, and industrial production contin-
54 ] ues to beat forecasts.
Chinese exports too have continued to
o ENOW, tothe US have re-
5 portedly fallen 26%, the gap has been more
thanﬁl]cdhyanscmnpummuth:rdcsu—
-10 i T h as the ASEAN countries, Africa,
5582555555555555555050808 | maciumnunn
gaazd EE e E R R T O NN There is one ather, fundamental question:
8588858582583k 8828 can data from China's National Bureau of

Statistics be trusted?

China's national accounts have never en-
joyed credibility of the kind that Western
e haf
reporting standards have had. Thus, every
time China's data beats expectations, ques-
tions are raised on its credibilin.

But doubts over China's GDP data are
gradually receding. Research by Barcelona et
al [(Chart 3) published on June 6 on the US
Federal Reserve website, concludes:
" Assessing the accuracy of China's GDP
growvth remains a challenge and no statisti-
cal model can provide a definitive alterna-
tive measure. But our analysis suggests that
official figures have not recently been over-
stating GDP growth..."

Secretly recorded conversations admissible in divorce cases: what SC said

APURVAVISHWANATH &
AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHL JULY 16

THE SUPREME COURT on Monday ruled
that secretly recorded conversations be-
bwween spouses are admissible as evidence
in matrimonial disputes. It set aside a 2021
Punjab and Haryana High Court judgment
that had barred a hushand from using se-
cretly recorded phone conversations with
hi

The top court’s ruling changes the con-

spouse ina criminal case. Itis rooted in the
idea that a degree of protection must be
provided to private conversations between
a hushand and wife during their marriage.
Spousal privilege is codified in Section
122 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, “No
person who is or has been married, shall
e compelled o dischose any communica-
tion made tor him during marriage by any
person towhom he is or has been married;
nor shall he be permitted to disclose any
such communication.”
According to the law, spousal commu-
nication is allowed as evidence only when

toarsc
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the other spowse ¢ orwhenone
spouse has narrated the events to a third

riage, and even after the marriage hasended.

‘What is spousal privilege?
Spousal privilege means that a person
«cannot be com

party, wha then incourt.

How does the knw apply to divorce cases?
Spousal privilege does not directly ap-
ply in divorce cases where one spouse

makes agzinst the other spouse,

and testifies ina court of law. These allega-
tions are supplemented by wnd-mtr sud|

concerns of surveillance among spouses.

as letters, photographs, or
other people. However, with mchno]c@m]
advances, text mﬂssagcs, video and voice
recording d

Wy
to be admissible in court?
The SC's rulmg lebcd on its 1973 Ju:lg—

must be balanced with the right to a fair
trial, according to the SC.

The apex oourt hasa]msal:lan:k:p}mm
that secretly records ¢ is"nm

‘tors. Any infringement of the right m pri-
vacy must be backed by a valid law.
Also, there have been concerns that

different from an cmsdmppef Put sim-

mentina

ply.theSChas

idence in court could lead to surveillance
within a marriage. The 8C, however, has

lackof

asevidence. mnwrsanunmmrdcdmtlybylhepu— thlrdparq"\\hulsawuncssmapmllaged stated that “if the marriage has reached a
Many Hl@(uunsha\ﬂ mﬁamcdﬁom lic adoc-  conversation and is testifying. stage where spouses are actively snooping
et e e tor At the time, the apex court overlooked onuarlmthzrthans imitself a symptom of
o bwin Main reasons., how the evidence was ob-  Why ant? abroken ip and denote:
WThereisa risk that secret EKPLAlNED tained, g\wmhatthccasum- Thcruhng |sanmmpleufh0wth|:5f ‘trust between them.”
recordings can be procured wolved by a public o privacy. Initsin- Another concern is that the ruling
through suspect or coercive servant and the phone tap tcrpreta.uunufSrcan 122 theapexcourt  coubd affect women's right to a fair trial as
methods. Courts must weigh ‘was conducted by the state.  said th the“zanc-  thereisah gap in smartphone
whether the material is rele- The SChas now effectivelyex-  tityof the marriage”, and notto protect pri- — ownership in India. According to the
vant. I ein  tended i i ialcases.  vacy within marriage. Mobile Gender Gap Report 2025, there s a
each case. This processina trial iscalled the The court has said that if evidence is ‘While this is true for a law which came 39% divide in ownership of smartphones
appreciation of evidence. u‘levant mdl:pend.mtly venﬁabl.c and  intoforce in 1872, the SCs 2017 judgment by women compared to men in the coun-
BThereisa tation of  fallsw itcanbe  imthef 1y case made the right to try. This means that men have more access

|privacy inamarriage, and secret recordings
violate an individual's privacy. A relation-
ship bereft of this expectation gives rise to

admitted even if mllmlzd in sccn:r_
Although secret
leun:laml:n!alnghts. thcrlghttuprwacy

epaper.indianexpresscom I

privacy afundamental right, protecting the:
inner sphere of the individual from inter-
ference from both state and non-state ac-

to recording technologies which gives
them an upper hand in cases related to
matrimonial dispubes.
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Fix the basics
GCC revolution needs infrastructure, policy certainty

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently sakd that the government
viewed global capability centres (GCCs) as a “great opportunity”, This follows
up on her staternent in the Union Budget earlier this year that a national frame-
work would be produced to incentivise the movement of GOCs to smaller towns,
Ttiscertain that GCCs are an exciting development for what had becomea morl-
bund industry. It is vital for India that its strength in the export of services is not
overtaken by technological sdvances but progresses in lockstepwith them, The
shift in business processes and the cmulion ofin-house capacity that is assocl-
ated with the growth of GCCs is 1at India must of.
Mg Sitharaman shared some uptimlmc projections about the global roles that
might be gssociated with the growth of such centres: They would grow from
merely 6,500 today to 30,000 in 2030 if correct steps were taken to find and
establish home-grown talent.

The minister also noted that the government would back GOCs through tax-
ation and legislative support, among other things. While it s always important
to add clarity and transparency to tax requirements, including the use of
advance-pricing agreemaents, tax laws are not the primary constraint for GCCs.
Broader admini ive, judicial, and I L Indeed,
GCCs face asubset of the same constraints that bedevil many ﬂntﬂrpr‘]sr_'s RCTOES
the country, including in manu[sctur!ng Certainty about taxes is one aspect,
butclarity on L and infrastruci ilability is perhaps
even more impartant, F‘und.nmﬂntslly aswith amy new and emerging sector, the
government must understand that its role is o fix what is holding back growth
and then get out of the way. It must invest in basic infrastructure and ensure that
building permissions are available in a timely fashion and that power supply is
accessible and uninterrupted. What is good I'or manufacturing and mtnll\mll
alsobe good for GCCs, The broader s a5t impro
can take advantage of GCCs = there islittle point, as history
intryingto focus on asinglesectorora single constraint on that sector when the
broader environment remains inimical,

The deeperquestion, however, is whether India's human capital is pmmrﬂd
forashiftupthe hain. Past variants of i fomn technob ded
services exportsdid not ily d pon hiring ordeveloping the high-
est-skill stratum of the workforce, If ﬁo‘hnl roles within GCCs, however, are the
endgame, then itis a different matter, Investment in human capital has always
been a problem for India, and skilling initiatives have either focused too much
on pre-gqualifications or have not aligned the skills they are imparting closely
enough with the needs of potential employers in the private sector. This hasto
change if GCCs are to pick up the high-productivity employees they need.
Finally, some deeper thought must be given to the overall ecosystem effect of
GCCs, While greater value addition within India is a goal that is in and of itsel
waorth chasing, what will be the broader impact on innovation and entrepre-
neurship of the GCC ecosystem? Traditional research networks are often able
to benefit from positive spillovers in such a way that domestic companies, old
and new, find new technologies and opportunities. The gated research pro-
grammes in GCCs might not have the same effect.

take ac

Regulating Al development
EU's code of practice offers a way forward

As artificial intelligence (Al) evolves, g\:wr_'mmenu are drafting rules togovern the
way Alisbuilt, trained, nnddcplwud_\-’m ek world arestruggling
o keep There is il that Al especially gener-
ative Al doesn't recognise national borders, The European Union (EU) is leading
theway incrafting astructured framework, [ts ATAct came into force in August last
year, Meanwhile, the recently Code of Practice f purpose Alsets
i benchin v, copyright compliance, and systemic risk

helping fi Wy with those norms and offering legal clarity to
those that sdopt it The cod Al con ies todocument their models,
respect rights over scraped content, and moenivor risks from harmiul cutputs,
though signing up ins viol J._T require Al devel-

lose model d and

hanlnq, downstream providers and rqgu]nturs alike. The copyright chapter man-
dlates respect for digital rights, use of lewful data sources, and safeguards against
infringing Al output. Most notably, the safety and security framework demands
lifecycle assessments, post-market monitoring, and serious incident reporting [ul
models with i risks. Clearly, this mast nsive Al por
effort yet, combining precaution with innovation support,

Most countries have still not been able to catch up, India, for instance, has no
dedicated Al law. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, passed in 2023, offers
onlyaj 1and is not built to addre
ing, open-source proliferation, or cross-border data scraping. Meanwhile, com-
panies building these models — OpenAl, Google, or Meta — are operating at a
global scale, Their crawlers scour the web, collecting information, often with little
regard for copyright or consent. There is barely any regulation that governs how
thisdataiscollected, Most countries are trying to adapt old laws — copyright, pri-
vacy, and intermediary liability — to fit this new technology.

The assumption that Big Tech will regulate itself and companies will deploy
responsibleand ethical AT especially in the face of profit pressures and geopalitical
competition, 1s naive at best, Even during the first international summit cn AT
safety, held at Bletchley Park (United Kingdom) in 2023, founders and chief execu-
tivies of larg h panies, for i were unable to arrive at a consensus
regardingthe severity of long-term risks posed by AL However, despite these chial-
lenges, it is encouraging that the EU has come up with ncnmmun framewaork to
contaln someof | sad effects of AL Indi global standards
becauseit has alange pool of tech professionals whocan help develop solutions for
theworld. Thus, developing global standards and regulations will be critical, butit
will not beeasy. There isindeed a need to develop Alwith minimal possible restric-
tions. Such applications should, however, undergo risk assessment to determineg

model train-

their af risk category b depl Additionally, every Al system
should maimtain an swdit trail of its dnclsl.on making processes to facilitate imes-
tigath d forensics, ensuring y and lity.

Coping with information overload

load can dilute focus, hinder learning.

BOOK
REVIEW and reduce the ability tothink deeply,
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Innovation needs the right firms

The RDI Scheme should fund firms with adequate

absorptive capacity

The i h. Devel

(R

but which firms and how will be key

Scheme has been cleared !yy' |he Cabinet. The
scheme albocates €1 eeillion (or$12 billkon) w funding
R&D in Inclan Industry, OF this, £20,000 crore §s in
this year's budget. Initlal comments on how the
funds will low suggest thar much of [rwill be pro-
vided In the form of low- or zero-Interest Joans 1o &
mikx of funds of funds and directly to firms, My eves
glaze over in incomprehension when 1 hear the
phrase “fund of funds” — [ just do not knew how they
will be held sccountable for directly enhancing inng-
vation, 1 would argue for the bulk of the funding
golng directly to firms, Wiy to firms? Which firms?
How should they be funded?

‘Why fund firms: Innovatlon happens in firms,
There are nuances to thar statement, but
the fact remalns, Get everything else
right — publicly funded research done -
perfectly in higher education, the right
natdonal misslons, the speedy and
unbureavcratle flow of abundant fund-
Ing — but get what happens in firms
wrong, and the entire effort will come to
nowght, leannotemphasise this enough:
Innovatlon, everywhere in the world,
largely happens in firms, Consider the
now-elassle Kline chain-linked model of
Innovatlon (see figure).

The central innovatlon activitles —
market finding, design, and

INDIA'S

WORLD?

HAUSHAD FORBES

Chira, d Germany ween 20 and 55
percent, And Indlan firms are completely missing in
five of the 10 most technology-intensive industrlal
sectors worldwide,

The net effect ks that the great bulk of Indlan
Industry does not do enough R&D 1o immediately
ahaorh any substantive Increase In funding. The
lsudgnsa!lac.amuaftmpuucrorelsadeoemsum
R&D spend] L peogp
and materials, on average, are beas than a third of total
spending, An outlay of $200000 crove could add
around 20,000 more people in R&D, Which firms,
between them, would be able (o expand at scale in
one year? We need a set of firms that already nvest a
Large amount in k& D and employ R&D teams of inter-

natdonal strength, The firms we plok
should be those that are alneady reason-
ahly RED-intensive — at, say, half the
RAD intensity (R&D a8 8 per cent of
’ sales) of thelr international peers, This

data is easily avallable for the top 2,500

firms in the world and for us; the table
shows ourop five firms In slx sectors —
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, autos,
defence, Industrial englneering and
food — on average have an R&D Inten-
alty that Is above half of global levels.
Thetop RED-Investing firmsin these slx
sectors should have the highest absorp-
tive capacity to rapldly expand thelr

— are all In firms. Research and new

knowledge can be invalwable, but they are an input
tothe Innovation system. not [is heart, Gettlng firms
to Imviest moge in RED, totranslate that RED Into Inna-
vatlve products and services, and bo bulld businesses
around proprietary technology that is deployed
Intermatlonally ks the key toa vibrant natlonal inno-
vatlon system, So firms must be the focus of any
scheme that seeks toenhance Innovatlon, The right
R&ED pipeline In firms will actas a pullnmhe public
research system like no other, It s |

RAD teams,

A generows direct funding scheme should seek
o gttract many maore applicatlons than there ane
fund llable. Get applicat]oms many of the
o, say, 300 Indlan R&D Investors, Our hundredih
largest spending firm invested about €97 crore in
R&D In 2022-23: our two-hundredth largest, about
£33 crore; and our three-hundredth Jargest, about
a6 crore, These are small numbers relative to the
world's leading firms. The RDI scheme should
directly al hange this, | would suggest that we

Investment [n innovation and R&D by Indian indus-
try that Is the single factor hindering our national
Innovatlon system, That is what the RDI scheme
st target, and It ls best done directly and withour
Inermediaries like funds of funds,

‘Which firms to fund is about absorptive
capacity: Start with the facts, As | have long argued
Inth fumn, in my book, and i can cap-
ture for more than two minutes, Indian industry
Invests too Hetle in R&D, We Invest 0.3 per cent of
gross domestle product {GDP) in in-house R&D wa
waorld average of 1.5 per cent. Our 10 most succesaful
non-financlal firms lhlghly prnﬁ(ah!e it rms Inrefin-

require the firms we fund by RDI o expand R&D in
terms of the number of people employed In R&D by
one-half In the next 12 months, Successfully doing
socould lead to another similar ranche of funding.
and soon, (Conversely, expanding by under one-
third should result In the firm dropping out in the
next round, ) In five years, the conslstently success-
ful firmashould be Investingelght times as muchin
In-house R&D — enough to show [n Indla's agare-
pate RED statistles and to bulld aselid R&D plpeline
of new products and services that begin to Now out
Into the world.

We should have a second requirement. Firms

Ing, Information tech
goods) Invest 2 per cent of mnﬁ( in R&D; whereas
thelr 10 most successful peers in the United States,

thear get fu RIM should deepen the RED they
do. “Deepen® means they should be Investing in
lower Technology Readiness Levels (TRL), In the

The Chain-linked Model of
innovation (Kline, 1995)
| . heseuch .|
i || Knowledge | i3
u;.u.q Synihetie | Detalled | Redesign | Disbibute
findng | desin | design and
and i il
P -3 Rl B
Feedback —
RED intensity: India’s top 10 sectors vs
global average (2023) (Tap 5 fires, %)
Infian  Glebal
Sector average  average
Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology L1 161
Automobiles & Parts 3 %
Ol & Gas nx 03
Saftware & Computer Services 10 us
Aerospace & Defence 69 a4
Chemicals 7 11
Industrial Engineering 2 12
Industrial Metaks & Mining o3 16
Electroni & Electrical Equipment 09 51
Food Producers 15 12

Saurce: CTIER Handboak: Technadogy and Innovation
inindia 2025 {farthcoming)

Jargonofthe field, where TRL 7-9 ks the development
that firms typleally do and TRL 1 - 3thebest research
done In acad.em!a firmia should begln o "pull” In

pu hiodeepen thelrir 1
effort. Jh.al would mean lnveallng inthe TRL i+ -
space, ndings fof

concepts that then start translating into pmdum
and services that arecornmercially viable, We do also
nieed transparant metrics toobjectively assess TRLS,
keeping our goal of deepening the RE&D we do con-
stantly In focus,

looks like: We today have no firms
that match thelrworld-leading peers in both the per-
centage of turnover and the absclute amount
Imvested in R&D, Five vears out, we should expect io
have over 100 Indlan firms that do so. These firms
will, in turn, act as role models for many others, and
wz will be on our way to a vibrant, world-leading
natlonal Innevation system,

ndiorbes@forbesmarshall com

‘The author is co-chairman, Forbes Marshall, found-
I mernber Nayanta Liniversivy, past president of CLL
and chalrman of Cenire for Technology Innovation
and Economic Research. His bool, The Sereggle and
i , hasb dlished by HarperColling

India’s cities: Crowded but not dynamlc

In urban economiles, "agglomeration” Is the stwlf of
dreams, When firms, workers, and Ideas cluster In

Inlegral.ad planning across housing, transport, and

whenpenpl.ecancnllahmue v, and Ianrn How-
aver, if 0 hoaers, he

Finally, sparial planning must divectly

denss, dynambe cltles, they reap th ds of shared

half and haatstroke th yourdaily

Infrastructure, pooled labour, and Innovarion. Econ-
omiats from Alfred Marshall to Edward Glaeser have
lauded these “agalomeration economies” as engines
of product ivity and growth., For some tme now, sev-
eral Tier-1 citles in India have followed this agglomer-
amu loghe, Iiengalum drew In tech firms and

d finance, media. and

wage, those benafits vanish,
A 2024 study on the muulclpal performame of

support labour mobllity and economic incluslon,
ensuring that people not only live and commute In
chtles, bur are meaningfully connected to jobs, ser-

Indianch vequipped many  vices, and networks of lnnovation,
urban centres pport ef‘fecu-ae apgl s Askan peers, S Wifiessue-
Of the 152 municipalitbes assessed, only 04 had data  cessful agg) ! h dlanduseand

auallabl.e on d.evelnpmem planning, and just 59 of
I
GIS-

ambition ina few square kllometres, and
Delhl pulled together politics, bureau-
cracy, and everything In between,
Intheory, this cduster ngshould have
supercharged productivity — and per-
haps for a while, it did. Mow, as Benga-
lury stalls In traffic, Mumbal strains
under a housing crunch, and Delhi suf-
focates under smog, it raises the ques-
tom: 18 this stlll the logic of
agglorneratbon at work?

Urban Indla contributes over 60 per CONURB““ON

cent of the country’s gross domestic  puer e poon

i plans. Only 37 municl-
palities had an actlve mobility plan, and
amere b had full coverage underatown
planning scheme. While 113 munkcipal-
ites reported having qualified town
planners, fragmentad and Inconsigtent
planning  frameworks continue o
undermine the very sysiems that make
urban denslty productive rather than
chaotle, Indla ks thus experlencing a
form of partlal agglomeration where
firms and skilled workersstill cluster, but
are undercut by falling Infrastructure
and emvironmental stress.

) late urban d

product (GO and this figure is pro-
jected to reach 70 per cent by 2030,
Metros such as Delhl, Bengaluru and Mumbal con-
tinue te attract caplal and labour, The government,
for its part, promises smar cltles, clean energy, and
high-apead rall, It all sounds rather aglomerative, Yet,
dally comgestion in Bengaluru stretches 190 km, A
s(udyhy the Instituie for Social and Economic Lharu;e
k | d that traffic
Hengu!u:u #1,170 crore in lest productive hours. | [he
clry's metro systen, still incomplete, serves only a
fraction of its swelling suburbs. Pune, one of India’s
moat liveable clties on paper. lost a third of Its carbon-
sequestering green oover Inadecade. In Bhubaneswar
and Nagpur, rising heat is already taking away 10-13
percent of informal workers' productlvity,
Thecruxofthe lssue isthar agglomeration ksn't just
about plling more people into citles, Is about the
quality of imeractbons, Urban productivity grows

Inakghus. He Hats sonne
el

1 Ines I thy

plex environment makes [t
practcally mandatory for
decksion-makerstodevelop

ity Inte pro-
ductlvity, Indian citles must address
thedr ownlimbtations, The Aslan Development Bank's
recent fAindings make this clear; Wage elasticloy with
respect to popalation and density — a measure of how
much people benefit from agglomeratlon — inindlan
o |5 pust 1~ 1percenla§rac|!m\d(he4 & per cent
observed in more ad d urban This

transport planning have tumed densley o produe-
tivity and Hveabllivy. Its mass rapld tranalt system
carries over 3 million passengers daily, supported by
the early adopeion of congestion pricing and a com-
pact urban design.

Similarly, Ho Chi Minh City In Vietnam has
demonstrated strong agglomeration effects, with
labour productivity nearly double that of Hanol,
driven by concentrated Indusirlal zones and stra-
tegle Infrastructure investment. These examples
highlight how urban concentration can yield sig-
nificant econemic galns,

What wi may be wimesalng in most Indlan citles
today ks a phase of deglomeration, not because they
have reached the lmits of success, but because they
have yet to fulfil the basic promdse of agglomeration,
The clustering of people, jobs, and services was
expected to enhance productivity, foster innovatlon,
and unlock new economic opportunities. These out-
comes have been uneven at best, The foundations
required 1o make density work such as reliable infra-
structure, coordinated planning, and effective urban

have

gap reflects not just & lack of infrastructure, but a
deeper absence of coordinated, future-facing urban
strategy. Cltles need robust urban data systems that
cansuppor real-time decksion-making, from land use
planning) foe delivery. Planning pr
ahilft rowards flexible. scenario-hased approaches that
anilclpate demographic shifts, climate risks, and
economic transformatlon,

Equally cruclal Is the need to consolidate feag-
mented CESITLICTUNES; v \thes are
ined by jurisdictional ove undermi

Ing is toset up a small cross-
functional team that works

often been missing. Asaresult, many
Cl.l!eﬂ h: b it becor

To maove forward, & different approach is needed,
Indian clties must pursue what can be called re-
agplomeration: A dellberate relmagining of urban
growth that focuses on qualiry. realllence, and equity,
The classleamal i I Aiolead

naturally to growth. may now need a second chapter
that ks shaped by careful design,

‘The author ks chalr, Insttute for Competitiveness.
With inputs from Meenakshi Afith

through nolse and Identifying what taly
matters. Mr Banerjl blends psychology,

U8, and South America’s Iargs« bear

ch as Alterng, prio-

stronger brand

today: Covid-19, the Russla-
Ukraine War, a recession, and

throughout a project. culmural amly!ls and dacmnu sclences,
of the Thoughits related o steat- [hast: |

egy. inslght, v, and Fworld Jess froi d

execution il | easl letal challenges. Rather than relying

connections are made, and

ou Imul(lnn alone or drowning in datn

AT BALAKRISHMAN

Information everload Is that awfal ssate
Imwhich weall find cursel d

VET-

r!tl.sa:lnn and diglual milnimalksm e

smmqu fvoml:sbasemmlnmhla He

theemergence of generative

the process moves along

manageeffectively. s plso hedped World Health Organiza- arficial intelligence. He nicely, Also, small teams

Thefocusof thisbook ton develop Inslghts on obes podnes our and lists the have skin in the game, They
randerwith what the author Icbers the ity reduction str , and contributed mdem-day paradoxes own the success of the
most critlcal skill a person needs to navi- othe development f break where, dbncl Innovation and cormmit o
gare(hmughac-amer' The skill to genes- through oncology treatments in the LS efinformation, ellcitingrruth  Inshght Edge: Crafting making it work. They are

" from this flood of and Europe, He says his target sudbence hias becomse challenging, Warld of In h;:l?m not detached obsarvers”,

Infonnadnn By "Insights™ he means coudd be a chief executive officer, a He has several sugges- Overlaad The book combines & philo-
um ring hidden Inthia data research head ina technology company.a — tons on how to make “ruth” sophical perspective with a

‘whilrming s with the vast amount of
Inkmna(mwlﬂmhlchwearemdw
deal. Thi

that the person has about a problem or

market research manager, of an mvest-

mmml!nbl.e Her'el!|us(nm

‘when the volume and speed of | i
data excead our cognitive processlng
capacity, leading to stress, reduced pro-
ductivity and poor dectsion-making.
Withthe internet, soclal medla, and con-
stant na(lﬁcn(lcm.. Indl\lldun!s nnd

data streams, nﬁenslruw!ug o bdentify

oy Wik Banerji

practlcal Hst of stepsto

he proposesa
yvethumauammndamlnslgh( EENET-
atlon. Jmstght Kdge ks a pulde for profies-
5Imls seeking o create hraakthroughs
i polley, or
transforming Informarion overload into
clarity and setlon,

What I found inspiring isthat in an
era where evaryone |s touting Aland
mathamatical models to gain insights
aboutcomplex data. his starement that
It's not algorithms and statistical
Inaights that we need to draw on to get
great Inslghts, In his case, he says, he
ge[s hlg breakthrough [nslghts because

challengeand opening up ment The fhi Fusihed by follow, concluding with
dhiliries based onthese findings. iathat the person 1s keen i generate "\-\vmnustactlvetyculmea 368 pages ran  chapter on “A Chiecklisc
Tvek ! inslghts that can make a positive differ- mindset of not knowing, We Eorliuildlngvourhhal

this from his werk experience at several ence to thedr crganisations or busi need to be. d Insight Quotient.”

companies, including PepsiCo India, He llustrates the princl ples he come therm, That's how we create the Allinall, in fm.uyumge Mrlinn-et]l

McKinsey & Company In New York and espouses with real-world case studies space for Insighis toappear,” he writes, argues that in today's flood

London, and a company he foundad from the consumer goods, technology, He also has many suggestions on reakthroughs come not from mune

called Insight Dojo, He has provided healthcare Indu!tdeaaswellasnnu how organisations can get greater and Imformation but from cultivating

inslghtmhelpme UK's Matlonal Health profit organisarh Hi TS Insights that can trans-  human-centred insight and shows that

an Asla- and Form thelr businesses, An example: curlosity, analytical thinking, creatlvity,
basexd | H et B oom- way to break slloed think- and empathy are essentlal to cutting

what
0 00

with his
huhhle; — myusle, karate, yoga, livera-
ture and extensive reading related toa
varlety of subjects.

ajltb@rediffmail com
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A wake-up call
from Odisha

The college student’s suicide underlines the
importance of empathy and a quick response

he death of a college student in Odisha after she

set herself on fire —over alleged sexual

harassmembyher pmfemrand d'lemacnon
violence um.ampusestnthe spotlight }ela@!n.ﬂlgher
education regulator UGC has announced a probe, and
the Opposition in the state has called for a bandhon
Thursday, Having failed to act promptly, the state
government and the college administration must now
ensure that the prol mmpleled qulcld}'mthdm

rand wtability fixed for vi

lapses established by the probe.

The tragic end to the young woman ‘s life offers at
least tv college
authorities, and society at Lnrgr oncurbing sexual
violence, One, complaints about haraﬁnm nlusl bc
heard with empat d
more soin places nflenrning that are viewed as
laboratories of societal change, The tendency is often
I'ur l.m' audluritius 1o back the furull:y.'slaﬂ'membel

faci ions — from caste-related o

sexual har —and silence the« A

thorough probe can ascertain or refute gulIL but the
should be acted upon and

nucessmy counsel pw\ddedlo the complainant, The
process has been laid out in several legal provisions on
sexual harassment, including the Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act, but their implementation is
often tardy —deliberate or otherwise —and
sometimes the response is even hostile. Timely
intervention can save lives, as the Odisha incident
shows— the young woman's act was undoubtedly one
of untold despair when relief didn't seem forthcoming.

Second, the trust between the student and the
teacher is fraying for a host of reasons, There isa
certain power dynamic embedded in this relationship,
asunderlined by the MeToo list some years ago, Hence,
clear red lines must be drawn so that people at one end
areaware nrmdrrisms and lncsealtheocher of their

bilities. Most coll fresh out of

their teens, staying away I'mm home, and emotionally
vulnerable; guardrails are necessary so that this
simation isnot exploited by faculty and other staff at
educational institutions. A bigger challengeisto
ensure that the trust between the faculty and the
student cx is restored,

Soft power outreach
to India’s neighbours

ew Delhi's outreach to Dhalka to help with the

restoration of the ancestral property of cinema

legend Satyajit Ray in Mymensingh isa step in
the right direction. The property that once belonged o
Ray's grandfather, Upendra Kishor Ray Chowdhury,
an 1mp0rtan(culu.lmlllgurw{me Bengal

 had fallen into di ir after years of

neglect under the cmtﬂmhipnt the Bangladesh
government, As the ministry of external affairs said, “it
would be preferable to reconsider the demolition and

Whatever happened to
Brics common currency

The bloc may find it hard
to push ahead with trade
inlocal currencies,

given the threat of
punitive US tariffs

t another Brics Summit

has ended as a non-event.

Lot declaration s

Riode Janciro, despite its
grandstanding  about
multilateralism and a
rules-based International order, is
maore notabic for its pol itical postur-
ing: it calls for Isracl's wilhdlmnl

centrality in ghobal

r China and

US a stroctural advaniage, As the
world's primary reserve currency,
the dollar allows America to borrow

more cheaply in global markets, The
workd's demand for dollar assets
effectively provides the US with an
endbess supply of low-cost credit. For
example, if you carry 5100 in your
pocket, you are in effect giving Amer-
lca an interest-lree loan of $100. That
|5 the essence of what former French
Mnance minister (and kater president)
Valéry Giscard d'Estaing lumously
called Ameries’s “exorbitant privi-
|1‘F

That prwllcgv goes bevond eco-
narmics. 1t gives the US the unique

from Gaza and of
Ukrainian attacks on Russian infra-
structure,

The fact that geopalitics now oocu-
pies more mind space than econom-
ics in Brics is evident from the near
silence in the deckaration on its onece-
flagship initiative — a Brics common
currency. The focus has quietly
shifted 1o a more modet, though still
ambitions, goal of promoting trade
and settiement In kocal currencles,

Meanwhile, US President Donald
T 0% addidonal

o usiteg
financial sysmms like Swift and dok
lar-clearing banks to

South Africa, or Brazil and India,
given thelr vastly different growth
and inflation dynamics? More criti-
cally, are these countries ready to

oede monetary sovereignty and
expose themselves o the nslerhal
" ‘Wikh Chi 70% ol Brics's
bloc could nunmmklmmhlky v Beijing. REUTERS
everywhere?
An even more comples issue §s the  coltapsed. But the dollar, paradoxd-  exports, it quickly began accumulat-

China factor. With China contribut-
Ing roughly 70% of the bloc's com-
bined GDP, any common currency
et will inevitably be domi-

nated by Beljing, In trying to escape
the hegemony of the dollar, would
Brics willingly embrace the hegem-
ony of China, an authoritarian state
with questionable transparency,
weak instimational checks,

ally, gained value during the crisis.

Global capital. in search of safety,
Med emerging markets and rushed
it US assets, & plaenomenon coono-
mists call the “safe haven effect”.
Tronically, it was emerging markets
that paid the price for America’s
excesses.

The GFC wasn't a one-ofl. The
taper tantrum of 2003, the Covid-19
shock of 2020, and even recent US
interest rate hikes have repeatedly
exposed emerging economies o cap-
iral flight, currency volatility, ami
inflation —all eollaternl damage of

impese sanctions and exert and limited commitment to

political pressure, Brics's the rule of law?

move toward de-dollarisa- While the common cur-

thom is, in part, a pushback rency vishon stalls, the moti-

against this power. vation to break free from
Still, for all the monvs Duvvuri  dollar Temains

tion, a Brics common o Subbarap  Srome and is growing. The

rency remains a dill'ltul:
project. Unlike the euro-
zone whose members are

and share

biggest driver is trade. A

large proportion of intra-

Bries trade s sllllsctlhd!n
dollars, adedi

tarifls on Bries countries for what he
labels “anti-American™ policies.
{And, on Mundnr when the Shang-
hai Ce was

broadly similar poditical and eco-
noile lnalll.ullulw. Brics countries
with

coets, Eliminating these costs by
using local currencies could boost

stark

meeting in Bcipn_v, he threatened
100 s on Russia and secondary
sanctions on countries buying oil
from Russia. pmong them India ) His
frustration is not unfounded, The
Brics effort to reduce reliance on the
dollar directly challenges Amerlcan
economic dominance. The dollar's

dml.upmemkwls. (..DP sizes, and
strategic interests.

Even assuming political will, for-
midable technical and institutional
hurdles remain.

A common currency requires 3
common Interest rate. But how do
you calibrate monetary policy that

There are also decper concerns.
Bries countries see dollar depend-
ence as o source of system|c risk to
their financial stability. The Global
Financinl Crisis (GFC) of 2008 was
iriggered by reckless risk-taking in
he US housing and banking sector,
Had this happened in an emerging
economy, its currency would have

Against this backdrop. Brics's
pivol towards trade in local curren-
cles seems pragmatic, While less
lcal tham 8 common currency. [t isa
tangible step towards financial
autonomy. For instance, i India and
Bangladesh senle their bllateral
trade in rupees and takas, both bene-
it by cutting out the dollar interme-
diation eosts. However, local cur-
rency trade works best when bilat-
wral trade is roughly balanced. But if
the trade is lopsided, the armnge-
ment fakers,

That's what happened with India-
Russia trade, When Russla agreed to
accept rupee payments for its oil

g rupes badances far beyond what it
could spend on Indian goods. With
no outhet for those rupees, Russia
backed away from the deal.

Can Brics still push ahead with
local currm:} trode, especially
uncler threat of punitive US tariffs?
Irs worth remembering that the dol-
lar's status as a global reserve cur-
rency is not hacked by any formal
treaty. There's no international law
obliging nations to use it, So under
what legal basis can Trump. or
indeed any Amerfcan president,
mandate Brics countries to stay
within the dollar-based system?

Yet. a8 we have seen over the last
few months of Trump 20, US warills,
no mam.rhw whimsical. are hard
w

This, puts India in a delicate spot.
As the US prepares (o assume the
presidency of the G20 next year,
India will need to carefully navigate
between supporting the Global
South's push for a more multipolar
finoncial system and maintaining
stable relations with America, its
mast important strategic partner,

Duvwuri Subbaraeo is a former governor
of the Reservwe Bank af India. The views
exprissed are personal,

Forty years after Karamchedu,
caste cauldron still simmers

tanks — n sprowling one used by the
dominant Kamma communitics and
a decrepit one used by the Dalit Mndl,;u

Ike many villages across India, Kar-
I amchedu had two drinking water

these same communitles are now not only
asking for reservations but also underlining
theelr marginality shows just how long a tme
od 40 years is,
Caste atrocities have blighted the history

groups. For decades, this I
pact had held because of a wicked coclail

af inde| Inclia, belying the promise of
India’s found img docu L times over,

appression and helplessness In a region
where the division betwoen the land-owning
communities and the labourers was stark,
The farmbands carned lower than the mini-
mum wage and many were kocked into gen-

ional cycles of debt by agri land-

lords.

On July M, 1985, that compact broke,

That evening, a voung Kamma man was
washing his buffaloes near the steps of the
tank used by the Dalits. A disabled Madiga
man and anciher woman from the
community objected to thelr pri-
mary drinking water source gesting
contaminaed by sludge. Shocked
by what they saw as an aflfront, a
seqond Knmma man joined his fel-
low villager and together, they
thrashed the two Dalit people with
the thick ropes used to whip buffa-
loes, During the melee, the woman
hit back — some said she grabbed
hold of the rope and struck the second man,
others said she shielded herself from the
incoming blow with her water pot. As the
dispute spiralled. a third Dalit man inter-
vened to plead for a compromise.

But the dominant group was seething. [t
was unprecedented that the marginalised

examine upmns for its repair and reconstruction as a
and a symbol of the shared
culture of India and Bmgladesh ", Ray, or the Ray
family legacy. is an important partof the Indian
subcontinent’s cultural history, a ransnational
inheritance that transcends national boundaries.
Bangladesh, a nation bom in th of its linguisei

ol the powerful and instead had the sudac-

Dhrubo
Jyoti

and splintering the hopes of each generation

to undo the knots of caste that continue to

bind society, But the grisly crime at Karam-
chedu presaged three important factors,

Ome, the massacre was stoked by critical

shifts in state politics, where the dominant

Kamma community was coalescing behind

Telagu Desam Party and

the Dralits were moving away from Left {and

radical Left) politics iowards the Congress,

The Dalits had defied their landlords and

voted for the national party in

assembly elections just two years

before. This tenston betwem doml-

nant communities (many of whom

are landed and some classified as

the Dalit

GENERAL ANIL CHAUHAN

%
Dependence on foreign technologies
reparedn

ina shm"l fall of criti

for suste

5 e 01
|

Bommai judgment draws
the line for democracy

mchian poditics b no stranger 1o power sinig-
ghes, paarty splits, and mid-term shake-ups.
Butwhen this starts affecting elected sete

turmodl, One group of leglslators remained
Joyal to Chlcf Minister Uddhay Thackeray, the
u!hrl mEhmJl Smnh:umnhndpﬂmlmnk

L thiee*peal” Shibv

tosimmer unresolved and has bub-
Bled up to the surface in o number
of atrocities against the margina-
lised eastes (think of Tsundur,
Khairlanji, Dharmapuri, Mirchpur).
This was more stralghtforward when the
lines of electoral support wiere clearly demar-
cated, with dominant groups backing
regional outfits and Dalits siding with the

or the Left, But it complicates con-
temporary politics, especially for the Opposi-
tion that is trying to marry the two groups
even as sections of Dalits are more comforta-
bile with the BIP. In states such as Bihar, this

ity s hit back, That night

10 drag the Dallt worman out of her hut but
were thwarted. The next morning. &

hundreds-strong mob descended on the
Madigapalll with axes, sticks, and spears,

By Sam, the scttlement wa3 m\'lgvﬂ and

15 muost p
1o pose the biggest chal 1o the 8515
brand of politics. lenge
Two, the Ziyear-dong triad in the casc:
ma]unnummdlﬁ&)pnwktulll’elmpﬂa—
anment, the Andhra Pradesh Flluh Court

the houses of the 300 3
:m people were hacked to death mr! t beast

heritage, should not let that legacy wither away.
India's p ive stance on this issue is also

because New Delhi must view itself as the custodian of
the pre-1947 cultural inheritance of the subcontinent. It
musml’terbom fumh and mchmml expertise toits

for the preservation of ancient sites as well
asculturalfhistorical spaces associated with modern
times, without being restricted by the post-1947
borders. Sitesassociated with Rabindranath Tagore,
Mahatma Gandhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, and
cultural figures who migrated after Partition shoukd be
conserved and memorialised to invoke the common
historical, political, and cultural inheritance, New
Delhi has done such work in Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Sri Lanka, the Maldives and Nepal in recent times. The
MEA has invested in at least 20 heritage projectsacross
15c0u mms mu.nyufthﬁnm Southeast Asia, offering

tise from the Arch

P logical Survey of
Ind.ia. in the past decade.

Thisisa way of extending Indian soft power and
expanding India’s outreach beyond the transactional
sphere of business and economy; in fact, it can run
pmllrlmarmplem-m uu-hamalmommy

| security. Th
Ray, if pursued with the right intent, may helpin
inducing a thaw in the frozen India-Bangladesh ties.

wore gang-raped. For years, the
other traumatised Dalit families refused to
retarn.

and pros-
ecution, and acquitted everyone, and eventu-
ally the Supreme Court sentenced ane person
to life in Jall and 29 others to three years

The brutality of the
ere sparked outrage, galvanised Dalit com:
munities in thelrquest for a stronger law to
protect them against atrocities, and shat-
tered the chimera that an India readying
itsell for the 215t century coubd shed caste
dogma. The first such killing in southern
India in nearly two decades. it birthed an
independent Dalit movement that focussed
on Dr BR Ambedkar's philosophy as & driv-
ing force. The murders also set the unforiu-
mate stage for a string of similar caste atacks
across the country — many at the hands of &
landed, dominant community. That some ol

BRUT: \I ITY OF THE et

l 'JISI'(, NTURY COULD
SHED CASTE DOGMA

lem W
Drspite: the SC/ST (Prevention of Alrocities)
Act— one of the toughest antl-discrimination
laws in the world — shoddy investigation and
poor prosecution often ensune that powerful

perpetrators are able o bend the system o
their advantage. From Laxmanpur 'Bame w
the recent Hathras gan, nvﬁ. there ks a long
line of crimes where Dallt victims have strug-
gled 1o scoess justice even in glaring cases,
given systemic Ddases on the ground among
he law enforcement machinery.

And three, while the nature of caste dis-
erimination is morphing both in urban and
rural areas, the motivation remains the
same. From spectacular acts of vickence, per-
petrators have moved to more everyday kil-
ings (attacking mnvnm!urr!tngnhmvnr

£

and Institutions — are tested. One of the most

impartant cases to over deal with this wos SR

Bomrmai vz, Unfon of India, 1994. A constitu-

uan Emnll against arbitrary dummul of
it wisa land

And

Sena, Amidd this turmoll, the Governor asked
Thackoray to prove his majority through a floor
test. But before this coulkd happen, Thackeray
resigned, Shinde wis sworn inas Chicl Minis-
ter, but serfous constitutional qnlmllrms Il.n—

et the
theShivSmaspiit shiwied hen pitical machi

gered, W
a Hour test wllhclm any thnal claim ﬂlst

tianal guardrails.

But first, what was the Bommai case? SR
Bommei was the Chief Minister of Karnataka.
His party had recently undergone a menger,
leading to political instability. A few begisla-
tors were sald o have withdrawn

Lrl The ol quickly con-
clu “mgx:r maiqnn longer
enjoyed a majority and advised the
President Lo dismiss the govern:
ment. Cruclally, Bommal was not
nﬂlonwdlu[!mwhlama]ulilylnlhc

Thacl ...-.u..
In 2023, a five judge bench answered, The
governor's dedsion to call a Noor test was
partydis-

sent. not & constitutional crisis, Mere expres-
sions of disconsent by a few legiskators do not
amount toa formal withdrawal of sup-

port. Yet, farall the constinutional clar-

Iy offered by the Court. the political
outcome remained une
Because Thackeray had voluntarily
resignied - without facing o loor west-

the court could nat reinstate him as
ik .

But this wasn' an isolated x...u
By them, Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion — which allows the Centre to

Ashish
Bharacwa

©  sion of Indin (ECT) allotted the name
and symbol of Shiv Sena 1o Eknath
Shinde. The Supreme Court will hear

dismiss a state government if it fails Thnclwrn"mpprdnmimﬁﬂ'ﬁm
to function according to constitu: sion next month,
tional norms — had been used 95 In Bormmai, the governee hid relee]
times, Sometimes legltimately, but onlettersand speculation instead ofa
often as a political tool o unseat foor test. In Shiv Sena, the governor
opposition governments, Insiyah misapplied the floor test. In both, 3 sit-
The Babri Masjid demolition in ting CM was pushed out without due
1992 causedserious politicalunresi,  YANANVALY  process,
prompiing the dismissal of four Court's nulingin
more state governments. Three the Masharashira case that the
states challenged the dismissals alongside  historic judgment (Bommd) is ar from history

Bomimal. The stage was set for a nine-judge
Supreme Court bench 1o ]kw lh\ sr pﬂluuns
the consti-

— Irs very much allve in India’s political and
legal landscape. Over the years, the Court has

:‘n;?l‘nnul limittions of Article m

‘The bench coneleded that a foor test is
mandatony to prove majority and the power o
impase President’s Rule under Article 356 is
not absolute — it is subject tojudicial review,

sporting o
areas, and subther lolmsol'hms in bousing,
education and employment in urban area:
But caste animosity is still driven by a mi
placed sense of superiority. a desine to put
some peophe in their place, o befief that reser-
vation (and not historical disadvantages) is
the fount of caste, and a zeal to TVE 3
fundamentally unequal system ol soclal life.
Um’ultunmly. madernity has only altered
the form of this stubborn bias, not tempened
It. No caste census will cut it either,

The views expressal are personal.

was held to be part of the basic
strocture of the Constitution, and any state
M

cial moments, n 1999, the Rabri Ded govern-
ment was reinstated in Bihar. n 2006, siatus
quoante wis restored in Arunachal Pradesh
citing governor's decisions to be “unconstitu-
tiomal”. That same year, o dismissed Untara-
khand government was reinstated. More
recently in Karmataka, \Jnﬂmlnmlﬁmujﬂm

princip intra-party
e dismissed yuuu, par test. Three decades on, Bommmai is still doing
on in a separate 3 i fine. As politi-
Iqu.’\Ma\hmndu—mndhhrrwmol’ i
theauthoes here, Insiyah Vah Andso,  racy. B d I .
it siruck down B i il power must shift

Theother three. rooted in principles of seou-  — not politicking.
larism. were uphoid.

“Thhese: principles of federalism in centre-stage mmwwum&mammms

felarlons have retumed o the limelight in

Piani’s Law Schwo in Mrsmbat amd Instah Vahos-

s, mmz the Shiv Sena was hit by internal

The Fearless hulge. The rews
expressed are person,
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