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The silent crisis of rat-hole mining A studied silence over vandalism
Ambedkar statues have been vandalised in UP, but Mayawati remains mum
n January 29, the ,000 unclosed mine to persist. If the State
Gauhati High Court each employing up to 200 mﬂmuhm-ucuvumlw
ook suo moty workery in shifts, putting 10 act, the Unlon hundreds of Ambedkar sta-
cognisance of the thousands of labourers at daily must step in, as it did in tues in public spaces as a
mining tragedy in Umrangso, risk in by Bellary region in 2011, marker of the community’s
Assam. The January 6 mine The National Green Tribunal when large-scale illegal Mayank Kumar Identity. The Bahujan move-
Hlooding in Umrangso, which (NGT) banned rat-hole mining on forced the Supreme Court the mayank kumasgrhetendu.co in ment with the BSP
nine labourers and killed April 17, 204, due to Centre to impose a ban, with the Uttar Pradesh forming the government four
at least four, was yet another environmental degradation and latter using its under n Republic Day, a man times in U.P. However, in the
tragedy in a series of unsafe working conditions. This Section 30 of the MMDR Act. attempted to 2024 Lok Sabha the
accidents in the north-east, For ise a life-sized statue BSP secured only 9.39% of the
instance, in Meghalaya, at least 30 A multi-faceted of B.R. Ambedkar, adjacent to vote share - its lowest in al-
miners have lost their lives in the Now, with the Gauhati High Court the Golden Temple, in Amrit- maost three decades. Its electo-
past five years due to similar taking suo motu cognisance of the sar, Punjab. When images ral fortunes have for
accidents. Weak enforcement has Assam tragedy, there is d were lated showing him | from Ballia, an upper caste: | the worse over the 10
allowed these disasters 1o persist, hope for sccountability and climbing stop the statue witha | dominated district. The next | years. The party lacks both
with influential individuals action, However, unless hammer, there was wides: | few incidents took place in Ja- | ambition and organisational
Hllegal mines unchecked. take pread condemnation. The and February this year | heft to make a difference.
Rather than taking preventive measures rather than Punjab police invoked sedi- | In the Varanasi, Mirzapur, Al Dalit activists have blamed
authorithes respond only officials and activists, face threats reacting after lives are lost, judicial tion charges against the ac | garh, Barabanki, and feudal elements for the van
after lives are lost. eemrpiy while autharities fail to hold directives will remain ineffective. cused under Section 152 of the In the latest case dat- | dalism. They believe that “an
oyt rators . The failure of Assam and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita ed February IS in Baghpat, | ti-social elements™ are trying
Why illegal mining persists Several States indirectly enable Meghalaya to enforce the law is Meanwhile, in Uttar Pra- responding to to demoralise the community
Coal mining in Meghalaya and rat-hole mining by exploiting not just administrative desh, where roughly 21% of | the administration promised | by attacking their most impor-
Assam, once a small-scale loopholes. They are but a violation of Article 21 of the the population is Dalit, at least | to reinstall the statue. tant icon. Even as Dalit social
practice, dangerously in under pressure from coal Constitution (right to life). 13 Ambedkar statues have All these incidents came to | mobilisation on the e
the 1980s due to industrial mafias and local politicians who To tackle the menace of rat-hole been vandalised in the last in the moming, which | mains weak, there been
demand from West Bengal and profit from these llegal mining, a multi-faceted approach four and a half months, These | means they took place during | voices on social media con-
The region's terrain P For b the Is al. First, policy reforms incidents have not drawn any | the night. The police have re- | demning these incidents. Ma-
mechanised extraction government has must criminalise rat-hole mining public N gistered complaints under | ny people have pointed out
difficult, leading to a wtlon attempted to secure an exemption | under the MMDR Act, with stricter The first case was ed | sections of the law dealing | that Ambediar is not just a Da.
of rat-hole mines. huzardous under 6, penalties under Section 21 and on October 3, 2024, in Sultan: | with damage to public proper- | lit icon, but also the
method involves digging narrow 12A(h) of the C: w0 h d pur district’s Belsada village | ty against unknown persons, | of India’s Constitution and so
tunnels that are barely large regulate coal mining on its own mechanisms, Ensuring under the Kotwali Dehat pol- | who remain at large. In some | an attack against him is an at
enough for a person to crawl terms, bypassing national laws ! P W ice station. Locals, mostly Da- | cases, the damaged statues | tack against the
through, posing significant risks to lnthnlhemnumdllnclh lhehnnn lits, organised a protest de- | have been repaired by the pu- | and the values it upholds.
miners. Rat-hole mining occurs in and under Section 23C of manding action against the | blic, who raised funds. To pac Following the incident in
two forms: Act, lm(uummxmsue (h!m ‘l‘hh'wulhwsmm culprits. The ify the P the Ms.
follows coal seams along hill Assembly even passed a lised fra repaired the statue and the | ministration has also | the incident “shameful” and
slopes, and box: where ueldmlhhmpﬂm.hllhe to their unique challenges, police launched a probe to | p to install in ded immedi
miners dig pits up to 400 feet Py blish identify the miscreants. Ho- | parks and other public spaces | stringent legal action against
deep and extract coal horizontally, &mmkmdwﬁulhnm and close enforcement wever, & second incident oc- | to deter vandalism, such “antisocial elements”
forming a tunnel network. This drive this effort - coal mining Second, alternative for curred just the next day in Bal- While these episodes point | She also accused the State's
', prevalent in the generates revenue and mining-dependent N la  district  under the | to the fallure of law-enforce: | Aam Aadmi Party government
north-east, particularly Meghalaya om; it - while such as eco-tourism, must be Phephana police station Il [ ment in
and the borders of Assam, poses uals with stakes in the prioeitised to reduce relance on mits, and the third ok place | the vandalism of a statue of a | ULP., where there have been at
significant safety and Industry resist enforcement of the | illegal activities. Third, technology on October § in Lucknow, un Ddlllmn.hyvxly t | least 13 similar incidents, the
hazards. The ban, However, under Section 23C can play a transformative der the Kakori police li | toa weakness in tical | BSP chief has not said a word,
mining period stretches between of the MMDR Act, is Satel monitoring can mits. More than a month later, social mobilisation of Da- When asked about the van
November and March. Migrant i obligated to mining, | track mining operations, improve on November 16, the fourth re- | lits, This was not the case in | dalism, the Opposition par
labourers, often trapped in cycles Stronger State Yet, it has to create transparency, and curb illegal ported incident took place in | UP. during the 1990s and | ties, particularly the Congress,
of debt, are lured by ‘Sardars’ laws, Statedevel laws to enforce the 206 | practices. The Ministry of Mines' Gonda district’s Samaryj 2000s when the Bahujan Sa- | claimed that these acts were a
(labour agents) exploitative technological NGT ban. As a result, illegal Mining Surveillance could village. A few days later, on | maj Party (BSP) was a promi- | fallout of the Bharatiya
that amount tobonded | Cueiilance, and | Mining continues. enhance enforcement, as it did in n, was | nent player in the State’s elec: | Party’s (RJP) “politics of hate”,
labour. Reports that alternative Assam too has failed to prevent Empowering reported case of van- | toral . The BSP | which has emboldened feudal
children are into these livelihoods illegal rat-hole mining, leading to communities through stronger dalism in Jasapur village, un- | would raise issues, create | elements. But why UP's most
mines due to their ability o Os L recurring ¢ Despite the enforcement of the Forest Rights der the Rasulabad police sta- | awareness about their rights, | vocal Dalit voice for decades
navigate the narrow tnnels, replace NGT ban and Supreme Court Act, 2006, and requiring their Bmits  in Kanpur, [ and chooses to maintain a studied
mnuv'n-mc-yumnhr Y directives, the lack of string consent for mining can promote Instances where abso reported | over the community’s con- | sllence over these acts is both
abuse. There are ap [0 State regubations allows such Inclusivity. in November and December | cerns, The party installed | disappointing and curious.
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A8.5% and ™% over the same pe
rlod (Chart 2).
The AAP had huge electoral suc

gory vote share in the 2020 Delhi
election. However, in 2025, the BJP
got 57.3% of the general category
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Winds of change

PLO must accept Israel:
Kissinger

Subhash Lanan cess in 2015 and 2020 banking on | vote share and the AAP's vote  The charts are sourced from a survey conducted by Codemo and PeoplesPulse
bmdpwld:‘gmup- share dwindled to 31.9%. Bonn, Feb. 16: The U.S, Secretary of State, Dr.
he 2025 Dethi bl populist Other Backward Classes (OBC) Henry Kissinger, and the West German Foreign
election was nothing short | schemes. In 2025, the BJP and | votes were traditionally split bet Minister, Mr. Hans-Dietrich Genscher, stressed
dnpuﬁﬁmk‘podm Congress capitalised on the al- [ ween different parties, However, their identity of views on the situation in the
leged corruption in the Delhi ex- | during this election, the RJP Mediterranean, Cyprus, Israel and the
dm&\wmmmm cise policy, significantl among OBCs with a conference on security and co-operation in
anticipated. Data from Codemo | the AAPS corruptionfree party | vote share of 48.6%, while the AAP Europe following their meeting to-day at
and PeoplesPulse’s survey reveal | image. Additionally, the BIP was AL The AAP had an initial Gymnich Castle near Bonn,
major shifts in voter b ful in i of +5.4% ts over the BJP Dr. Kissinger, who spoke to journalists briefly
gender-based voting patterns, and | that it wouldn't stop the welfare | on January 1, but its margin with after the 90-minute meeting with Mr. Genscher,
underlying factors that in- fi | the BIP reduced significantly o sakd there was no question of engaging in a
fluenced the outcome at the polls. | provided by the AAP g 7.5% points by February 4, with the Palestine Liberation
The survey was conducted over | if voted to power. Inlhhllphmdlht elec: Organisation (PLO) as long as it did not
more than two months with a sam- AAP recognise Israel’s right to existence.
ple size of 30,000. Samples were | Female and male voters decline in the sduduled Caste wmwd&-hniwildm
ol ‘iuul leph survey. The AAP d the Mahila | (SC) vote share while the BJP and
Post a Yojana scheme and | Congress made gains, largely due Dr.wmdlulwllh-hﬂm
delling loyed for it, which | to a targeted outreach towards SC had assured him that it supported his approach
-mm.uppon-m mﬂ&mmhmw voters. On February 4, the AAP's towards peace in West Asia.
combined with Census with female voters, Till Janu- | lead over the BJP narrowed to He told reporters when he arrived here after
analysed using multidevel regres- | ary 10, the received more | +8.5% points, a sharp drop from its » his West Asia tour that he had been given the
sion to estimate voter preferences. | than 67% of the female vote share, | margin of +25.9% points on Janu- e o assurance by the Saudi Oll Minister, Sheikh
whereas the BJP managed 26%. aryl et Ahmed Zaki Yamani, before he left Riyadh
Peaks and troughs all the were un Voters with In Bibar and ° yesterday.
In the early days of campaigning, | done in the final , with the | Eastern Ustar , also known PRI PR Drlhdt.ulmtmlxwvlh!kghnld
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) re- | AAP's vote share among women | as Purvanchali voters, were a decl- o g W w? w? w Pt Saudi Arabla an American plan for
mained ahead of the Bharatiya Ja- &uwlmloso.n. the BIP | sive factor in many constituencies. long term oil deals between producers and
nata Party (BJP) in perception vote Congress gained at its ex- | The AAPhadalead of +3.5% points  ©hart 2 Party real vote share trend (in %) consumers before flying in here to discuss
share " perception of which | pense, rising to 41.8% and 6.1%, | over the BJP a month before the © energy problems with West German leaders.
party would win), indicating that a Wdy.ﬂilﬁdlmwuldht election. A month later, the AAP - [ US. officials were guarded in describing King
larger section of voters believed it | attributed to the lack of financial | capitulated to Purvanchali voters “s Faisal's reaction to Dr. Kissinger's price
could return to power. assistance for female voters before | as its margin with the BJP reduced © | qas “s proposal during their 90-minute meeting.
The AAPs perception vote | the election, unlike in the Maha- | to 16.7% points (Chart 3), However, newsmen were told that the King
share surged in the initial days fol- and Jharkhand elections. Lod umurnwu':r about it Saudi
lowing the of dditionally, the BIP and Congress | Impact of Congress 0 Arabia is 's largest oil exporter and
schemes such as the Mahila Sam: | countered the AAP by promising | While the Congress was not seen Lo Others produces almost nine million barrels a day.
man Yojana and Sanjeevani Yoja- and financlal in- | as a major player in this election,
na, rising to S8.1% dll January | | centives. In the survey, the AAP's | its impact was felt in key constl- o P P vt PP P \"’ A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 17, 1925
(Chart 1). However, its fortunes | vote share among female voters | tuencies where it managed to cut 3 ¥ »
started declining after the EJP's | was S0.2% in 2025 compared (o | into the AAP's voter buse, Among ¥ ¥ % W T T T e New sailing club for the city
campaign was set in | 62.4% in the 2020 Delhi el SC voters, its vote share was 7.8%, F— i FP——
motion ahead of Prime Minister The BJP had an among | an improvement from 6.1% in the iy | Purv Madras, Feb. 17: The New Sailing Club, which
Narendra Modi's first rally on Janu- | male voters from the nning | 2020 Delhi election © has been shifted from the Boat Basin to the
ary 5. From January 1, AAP’s per- | and increased its margin over the Among Muslim voters, the Con - 54 South Quay of the Madras Harbour, was opened
ception vote share margin over the | AAP with time. In the survey, the | gress’ vote share was 19%, a signif by his Excellency Viscount Goschen yesterday
HJP dropped from +19.8% points to | BJP increased its vote share margin | icant improvement from 12% in “ evening. After cruising in the harbour from the
ALE% points. over the AAP from +4.3% pointson | the 2020 Delhi election survey. -3 oind anchor steps for a little while, His Excellency
The AAP's vote share peaked at | January 1 1o +I7.5% points on Fe- | Though the AAP managed to win Lod opened the Salling Club, There was a large and
wnmmylundnadllyd- bruary 4. The AAP had a 59% vote | six out of the seven Muslim-domi » pees gathering present on the occasion
clined dropping to | share among male voters In the | nated seats, its win  mangin Others Including the Vicountess Goschen, His
«Lﬁbyhbmtyl Meanwhile, | 2020 election, which declined to | dropped significant! ° Excellency the Rear Admiral Richmond, Naval
the BJP and Congress improved | 35.5% in 2005, G der-in-Chief, Mr. And Stuart of
their vote share by 4. 7% points and | The AAP managed 10 secure | subbash Tuman is Direcror and o founder ot W ® WP P WP P et 0t @ @ RS, “Southampton” Col. Balfour and a
2.3% points respectively to reach | more than S5% of the general cate- Cademo Technology Solurions number of members of the Sailing Club.
M S O » [ o I | +. 0 R T
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Number of registered  People from Punjab in  Drones launched by The discontinued US.  Number of militants
drones in India till the first two batches of Russia during grants allocated for

January 2025

29,501 ::lelunnl

capital has
the maximum number of registered drones
at 4,882, as per data from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation. After New Delhi,
the highest numbers of registered drones
are in Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, o

arrested in Manipur in

Over 40% of the deportees in

deportees from US.
9 the first two batches were
from Punjab. On February 5,
104 illegal Indian immigrants landed at the
Amritsar alrport of which 30 were from
Punjab, along with 33 each from Haryana

and Gujarat. The secand batch of
deportees arrived on Saturday night. m

overnight air attacks
143 The Ukrainian military
said on Sunday that it

that 46 others didn't reach their targets
due to electronic countermeasures. At least
one person was Injured and the attack also
started a fire in a critical infrastructure
building in the city of Mykolaiv. surms

shot down 95 drones and

voter turnout in India

in § million, This has been
zl discontinued by the Elon Musk
Govemment Efficiency (DOGE). DOGE has
In total announced cuts of upto 5486
million. It also cancelled $29 million
allocated to “strengthening political
landscape in Bangladesh®. sm

1

led U.S. Department of

the past two days

On Sunday, the police said that
seven of them were suspected
cadres of the Kuki National Army
(KNA). The KNA is a signatory of the
tripartite pact signed in 2008 with the
United Peoples’ Front (UPF) and the Kukd
Natlonal Organisation (KNOJ. »m

COMPILED BY KUSHAL VARNA 1.

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the hindu

How does a President’s rule function?

Why did the President of India issue a proclamation in Manipur after Chief Minister Biren Singh resigned? What are the different kinds of emergencies? Is a national
emergency and President’s rule the same? Has this power been misused by the Union?

The story so far:
n February 13, four days after
Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh's resignation, the
Union government announced
that President’s rule has been
implemented in the violence-hit State. A
notification from the Ministry of Home
Affairs stated that President Droupadi
Murmu was satisfied that “a situation has
arisen in which the government of that
State cannot be carried on in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution.”

Why has it been imposed?

The violence between the Meitei and
Kuki-Zo communities, ongoing since May
2023, has claimed above 250 lives and
displaced over 60,000 people. The
contflict originated from the Meitei
demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status,
which the Kukis opposed, fearing loss of
job opportunities and other affirmative
actions meant for STs. A political crisis
erupted in the State after Mr. Singh
res:gnedunFehunryB and the State BJP
toreacha

on his successar.

What does the Constitution say?
Emergency provisions, inspired by the
German Constitution and outlined in Part
XVIII of the Indian Constitution, protect
India's sovereignty, unity and security.
They emp the Central gover o

address extraordinary crises by
temporarily assuming control to ensure
stability and safeguard the democratic
framework. The Constitution provides for
three types of emergencies — national
(Article 352), State (Article 356) and
financial (Article 360).

In Manipur, the President has
proclaimed a “state emergency”
popularly known as “President's Rule'
“Constitutional Emergency” - by

exercising powers under Article 356, This
fulfils the Union’s obligation under Article
355 to protect Statzs-omn exuzmal
aggression’ and “internal d
(such as separatist or sectarian violence
or calamities beyond a State's control)
and to ensure that State

conducting State elections. However, in
no case can the proclamation remain
effective for more than three years, and

for parliamentary approval, a national
emergency needs a ‘special majority’. Ina
national emergency, the State executive

invoked thrice — during the 1962
India-China war, the 1971-armed conflict
with Pakistan, and in 1975 on grounds of
“internal disturbance.” In 1975, then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi declared
the after the Allahabad High

the President may revoke or vary itatany | and legislature continue to function,
time by a subsequent proclamation. whereas under President’s Rule, the State
is dismi and the

Howisa is ded or dissol the
different from a ‘national Manipur Assembly, which has a tenure till
emergency'? 2027, has not becn dissolved but is placed
Article 352 governs the procl ofa under imation”. This
“national emergency,” which has been means that the Assembly is temporarily

“paused”, allowing its revival if ‘political
stability’ is restored.

Does it affect fundamental rights?
President's rule does not affect citizens'
I rights, unlike a national

operate as per the Constitution. When a

Court, in The State of Uttar Pradesh versus

emergency, where under Article 358,
hteduum

State's “constitutional machinery” fails Raj Narain (1975), found her guilty of under Article 19 become

due to non-performance or “electoral mal; ices™ and deb i ive, and the ident may
malperformance, Article 356(1) empowers | her from holding any elected post. suspend other fundamental rights, except
the President to issue a proclamation— Unlike a “State emergency,” Articles 20 and 21. Under President’s
upon receiving a report from the laiming a “national Rule, the President acquires

Governor or otherwise — if she is satisfied n:qulru that the President be lansﬁed extraordinary powers, with the Governor,
that the State government cannot that India’s security - or any part of its on her behalf, administering the State
function constitutionally. This effectively lernmry is threatened by war, external with assistance from the Chief Secretary
transfers all executive Funcnum of the msmn, or armed rebellion. The 44th or advisers appointed by the President.
State to the Centre and legi (1978) Additionally, Article 357 allows Parliament
functions to Parliament while leaving the lmmducrd multiple safeguards to prevent | to confer legislative power on the

High Court's (HC) powers unaffected. misuse. It replaced “internal disturbance” | President and authorise delegation to
Additionally, Article 365 provides thatifa | with “armed rebellion”, mandated a another authority while also giving the
State fails to comply with any Union written recommendation from the President power to sanction expenditure
directions under constitutional Cabinet (rather than just the Prime from the State’s Consolidated Fund.
provisions, the President may declare a Minister), and shortened the

“Constitutional Emergency.” parliamentary approval window from two | How often has it been imposed?

As per Clause 3 of Article 356, the
proclamation must be laid before each
House of Parliament, and unless
approved by a ‘simple majority” in both
Houses, it ceases after two months. Once
approved, it remains effective for six
manths from the proclamation date, with
further six-month extensions requiring
additional Parliamentary approval.
Renewal beyond one year is allnvwed only
if two litions are met — an
has heen declared in the country or any
part of the State, and if the Election
Commission certifies that President’s rule
is necessary due to difficulties in

il - »

months to ene month. It also clarified that
Articles 20 and 21 cannot be suspended,
and that the President must revoke the
proclamation if the Lok Sabha passes a
resolution disapproving it. Crucially, the
amendment restored judicial review of
the President’s satisfaction in proclaiming
an emergency, a safeguard removed by
the 38th Constitutional amendment
(1975).

Unlike a “constitutional emergency”
(which can last up to three years), a
“national emergency” has no time limit.
Additionally, while the President’s rule
(Article 356) requires a ‘simple majority’

a

rule has been imposed nearly 134 times
across 29 States and UTS since the
Constitution took effect in 1950, reflecting
its dual role as both a crisi

Ata Personnel keep vigll after security measures were increased after the imposition of President’s rule in Manipur, in Imphal, on February 14, P1i

Manipur lasted two years and 157 days
(1969-1972). Jammu & Kashmir holds the
record for the longest cumulative
duration, over 12 years (4,668 days), due
to militancy and separatist movements,
followed by Punjab (over 10 years, 3,878
days) and Puducherry (over seven years,
2,739 days).

What has the SC said about the use
and misuse of President’s rule?
For a long time, courts upheld the
Centre’s frequent unusual imposition of
President's rule. However, the landmark
S.R. Bommai versus Union of India (1994)
juigmem nedefmed these powers.

the Sarkaria C i s
recommendation that Article 356 be used
only as a last resort, the SC observed,
“The Constitution of India has created a
federation but with a bias in favour of the
Centre. ...But that does not mean that
States are mere appendages of the

tre”... It also highlighted the
C ission's points that ituti
machinery” could fail due to political
crises, internal subversion or fiscal
breakdown, among other factors.
Further, the SC held that the

President's power under Article 356 is
conditional, not absolute, and that any
proclamation is subject to judicial review.
Both the SC and HCs can strike it down if
found mala fide or based on irrelevant or
extraneous grounds. The top court
further clarified that the President cannot
dissolve the assembly without
Parliament's approval and that the Centre
must first issue a warning notice to the
erring State, seeking an explanation. Once

tool and a politically contentious
measure. The very first i

laimed, the State g has to
p.astwu guv:mmenumone sphere is
the SC clarified

Article 356 occurred in June 1951 in
Punjab. Manipur is tied with Uttar
Pradesh for the most frequent imposition
of President's Rule, at 10 each - driven by
chronic political instability — with
Manipur’s latest imposition bringing its
total to 11. The longest President’s Rule in

a |

that President’s rule must be invoked only
for breakdowns of “constitutional
machinery” (distinct from ordinary
law-and-order failures) and never for
political gains.

Kartikey Singh is a fmal year student at
RGNUL, Patiala, Punjab.
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Emergency provisions, inspired
by the German Constitution
and outlined in Part XVIll of the
Indian Constitution, protect
India's sovereignty, unity and
security.

-

Though Dr. BR. Ambedkar
hoped it would remain a “dead
letter," President’s rule has
been impased nearly 134 times.
across 29 States and UTs since
the Constitution took effect in
1950, reflecting its dual role as
both a crisis-management tool
and a politically contentious
measure.

-

For a long time, courts upheld
the Centre’s frequent unusual
impasition of President’s rule.
However, the landmark S.R.
Bommeai versus Union of indio
(1994) judgment redefined
these powers.
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Prople take part In & protest aganst the Pune Riverfront Development Praject; {right) people hug trees to show they don't want them to be cut down, ML YOGN!

a‘..v_ . ".a.‘_

On the waterfront,
people protest a

PROMENADE

A 4.727-crove riverfront development project in Pune, Maharashtra’s IT hub, has been seeing opposition from
citizens for about seven years, The project, planned by Bimal Patel, the architect of India’s Padiament, envisages a
continuous promenade on the 44-km stretch of the city’s three interlinked rivers. Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
delves into the ongoing protests, the litigations, and Pune Municipal Corporations plans

om, what is 4 Devrai?”

"Devral means sacred grove, beta
(child). These are untouched for
ests, Yes, we are in a Devral."

“Who would ever cut down a Devrai, Mom?”

This is a conversation between a schoolgirl
and her mother at the February 9 Chipko protest
in Pune, against the Riverfront Development Pro
ject. The plan is to 'beautify’ the 44-kilometre ri
verfront of three of Pune's contiguous rivers: the
Mula, Mutha, and Mula-Mutha, all at a cost of
4,727 crore,

At the Sunday protest, about 800 Punekars
senior citizens, school children, families, civil
services asp T professionals, I
activists, sockal club members - walked to Ram
Nadi's sacred grove in Baner, about 13 km from
the city centre. Sacred groves are patches of ve
getation protected by local communities, who
worship deities or ancestors there, They provide
ecological protection to parts of these forests.

People hugged the trees marked with red
numbers, Some were overwhelmed, some angry.
A woman in her 208 couldn't control her tears,
“They can't speak for themselves, But we can,"
she says, as she holds a tree.

Pune’s 2025 Chipko protest was a throwback
to the 1970s ecological movement in what is now
Uttarakhand, when women clung to trees so that
loggers could not get to them,

Punekars are protesting the way in which the
Riverfront Development Project has been envis-
aged. The project, designed on the lines of the Sa
barmati Riverfront Development Project by ar
chitect Bimal Patel's consultancy, HCP Design,
has faced both opposition and litigation by
groups of Punekars, Some have submitted mem
orandums to the administration, some have gone
to court.

While the Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC)
has claimed that the marked trees will not be
felled, people say trees are being felled on the op-
pasite bank of the Ram river, a feeder to the three
main rivers. Here, the Pimpri Chinchwad Munick
pal Corporation has begun work on the project,
The corporation says the opposition to the pro-
Ject has no merit, and the development will, in
fact, give back the river to Punekars. Currently,
the river resembles a nullah.

Tree hugging

Environmental groups have roped in experts and
college students to geotag the trees individually,
s0 the authorities do not later deny their pre
sence, Citizens’ groups have also suggested alter
native plans for the comprehensive development
of the riverfront.

“We are not against riverfront development,
All we are asking for is an environmentally con-
scious, sensible approach, which moves beyond
cosmetic measures, We want a living river, not
concrete slabs around a dead waterbody,” says
Shailaja Deshpande, founder-director of Jeevitna
i Living River Foundation that works on reviving
rivers,

She asks that authorities work on removing
encroachments and rejuvenating the river eco-
system, rather than building promenades and
chopping down trees, adding to the concretisa-
tion of Pune.

The PMC says the rejuvenation of the river
ecosystem will be done through sewage treat-
ment. “Why should there be opposition to river-

We are not
against
riverfront

development,

We think,
river
rejuvenation
should be
done. All we
are asking for
Isan
environm-
entally
consclous,
sensible
approach,
which moves
beyond
cosmete
measures

SHAILAJA
DESHPANI
Founder dwector,
Joevitnad Liviag
Taver Fousdation

front development?” says a senior PMC official,

Marathi flm-maker Kiran Yadnyopavit asks
that riparian zones be protected along the river.
“We need a national policy for the protection of
rivers, a policy which will be implemented, a pol
fcy which doesn't just exist on paper,” he adds,

Standing in the sacred grove on the banks of
the Ram river, the site of the protest, lawyer Asim
Sarode says, “The PMC and the PMRDA (Pune
Metropolitan Region Development Authority)
had told the National Green Tribunal (NGT) that
this river does not exist.”

The National Green Tribunal takes on court
cases relating to environmental protection,
“That is when petitioner Sarang Yadwadkar had
to submit maps to prove to the court that the riv
er did exist,” Sarode says.

In 2019, the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change gave the rivcl{mvl)(l.‘lmljrcl
the go-abead. Yadwadkar, an activist, filed an en
vironment interest litigation (EIL) before the NGT
in 2021 challenging this, However, the ministry
wave a fresh approval in 2024, He has again filed
an EIL against this. Yadwadkar has also moved
the Bombay High Court citing the illegal demar:
cation of flood lines in Pune's city development
plan maps,

The blue flood line demarcates the area likely
to be inundated by the highest flood that can be
expected during a 25-year perfod. The red flood
line demarcates the area likely to be inundated
during the worst flood in 100 years. The corpora-
tion says the project will reduce flooding risk and
that the blue and red lines need to be redrawn,

A shortfall in trust and transparency

One of the protesting voices is that of education
reformist Sonam Wangchuk, who is here from
Ladakh. He was the inspiration behind a charac-
ter from 3 Idiots, a Hindi movie that received
both box office and critical acclaim, As Wang
chuk walks among the protestors, there is a wave
of excitement.

“People's wishes and their choices need to be
conveyed to the policy makers, [understand that
they (the government) are trying to do this for
people. But if the people are not interested in
more concrete, if they are more interested in wa
ter and air, then the authorities should consider
this. In a democratic country, the people’s voice
is supreme,” he says, at the protest site.

F B

Apatch of the Riverfromt project which is

Madhavi Kolte, who runs the non-profit jeeva
Bhavana, which works in plant-based agricul-
ture, claims that 22,000 trees are going to be
chopped for the project. "A concrete promenide
will be constructed. The authorities are not tak-
ing our say into consideration.”

The PMC however, says that as per the ap-
proved plan, 10,800 trees will be chopped, and
11,000 relocated, “We have already planted over
5,000 trees. The trees” survival rate is 100%,"
Yuvraj Deshmukh, chief engineer of the PMC,

Says,

Meanwhile Patel's firm says, “Most of the large
native existing trees along the riverbank have
been retained and integrated with the proposed
embankment,” though it is unclear how many
these are.

On its website, the PMC says that the river “is
losing its importance”, hence it had initiated the
Riverfront Development Project, HCP Design,
Planning and Management Pvt. Ltd. has pre-

floods and that the four barrages to be built will
slow down river cleaning.

Parallel to the riverfront project is another run
by the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA). This involves the construction of 11 new
sewage treatment plants (STPs) for the city. Ex-
perts point out that even if all function at full ca-
pacity, they will not be enough to process Pune
city's sewage. They say that a fraction of the
funds from riverfront beautification will help
clean up the black, stench-ridden river.

Yadwadkar says that the PMC has not taken the
people into confidence. “In 2018, the general bo-
dy of the PMC was given a CD with 2,500 pages of
the project report at about 10,30 one night. Des-
pite repeated requests by many members to give
them eight to 10 days to study the project before
clearing it, the project was approved the next
day,” he says, The general body members are
elected by the people.

“In 2022, the NGT asked the PMC to get an

pared the project report and is 8 it
as well. The three connected rivers have widths
varying from 80 metres to 250 metres.

“The draft report of the project was prepared
in 2016, It was finalised in 2018 and the work
started in 2022," says Bipin Shinde, executive en
gineer of the Riverfront Development Project.
The riverfront has been divided into 11 stretches,
Work has begun on three, with over 80% com-
pleted across two stretches,

Some of the objectives of the project are: re-
ducing the risk of flooding, retaining and replen
ishing water, cleaning the river and making it pol
lution free, creating a continuous public space
along the river, connecting and enhancing sur-
rounding heritage places and buildings, integrat
ing slums, and ensuring more responsive and
context-specific development.

One part of the project requires the river to be
“‘pinched’, narrowing it down, thereby increasing
its flow, skmilar to what architect Patel is doing on
the Sabarmati,

“We want to ape what Europe does to its riv
ers. But the biggest difference is that European
rivers are perennial, There isn't a great difference
between their peak flow and lean flow. That is
not the case with us,” says Yadwadkar. These
parts of the river can then be used for water
sports and boating activities. Environmentalists
fear that the narrowed embankment will cause

near the Bund Garden area In Pune, EMMANUAL YOGIN

led | clearance, and not to
start work until they did. But the PMC started
work on three stretches,” said Yadwadkar, He
says the newly formed Social Impact Assessment
Committee constituted in August 2024, com
pletely neglected the earlier conditions for envi-
ronmental clearance.

The PMC says all clearance s in place and that
that a local tree expert has now been roped in to
consult the PMC about the native trees to be
planted on the promenade.

On the riverfront

At Bund Garden, where work on Stretches 10 and
11 is over 80% complete, visitors smell the river
before they see it. The water is black, and a hand:
ful of migratory birds from the neglected Salim
All Bird Sanctuary nearby float by in the sewage-
heavy water that is infested by water hyacinth,

“We have been trying to deal with the water
hyacinth problem for years now. But even when
we clean it here, it flows down from the upper
side, from outside the limits of Pune," says junior
engineer Vitthal Mule. He indicates a concrete
ramp that to give a dumper truck access to carry
away the cleared water hyacinth,

Mule walks proudly down the eight-metre:
wide promenade. He says there is now a three:
metre-wide soil-based running track, "Only the
curb, the guide wall, the toe wall, the ghats, and
the viewing decks are made of concrete. The rest
is all soil and rocks," he says,

On the embankment, there are rocks put into 4
metal mesh, to form a gablon wall, protecting the
coust, “During the recent flood, not a single rock
in the gabion wall moved. We were really worried
during the monsoon, as this was the first test for
the project,” Mule says.

He says despite the state of the river, people
have begun to use the riverfront, “Before, these
arcas were not accessible to people, because of il
legal encroachments and antisocial elements,
Now, when people feel the stench of the river,
they will ask for better quality of water,” he says,
confidently. A flowerbed of local scented flowers
has been planted to take the attention away from
the stench,

In response to questions, HCP Design promis-
es i “green embankment” that Is “a natural river
riparian zone which will revive and enhance the
natural blodiversity and ecosystem of the river”,

vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in
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To M felled: Forest Department crﬂmls have memdned and mm'ae'ed the trees to be cut lof the proposed Sharavati Purmed Storage Project in parts of Sagar taluk of Shivamogga district and Honnavar taluk of Unm Kmnada district. SATHISH GT.

Sharavati valley project: Meeting growing
power demand vs. keeping forests pristine

While officials argue that the proposed Sharavati Pumped Storage Project does only ‘minimal’ damage to the forests, environmentalists contend that cutting ‘even one tree’in the Western Ghats, a
biodiversity hotspot, will be disastrous. Sathish G.T. tunes into both sides of the debate

A pictorial
presentation of
the pumped
storge project
in the Sharavati
valley. SPECIL
ARRANGEMENT

he Sharavati river that takes birth at
Ambutirtha in Tirthahalli taluk of Shi-
vamogga district flows for about 130

ee

km through some of the most scenic | Without

and ecologically diverse regions of Karnataka in | going
the Western Ghats before reaching the Arabian | through the
Sea. It has also been a major source of electricity | ppR. how
production in Karnataka. The river water keeps canwe
the po ing stations — Sh hy Gen-
erating Station (1,035 MW), Gandhi Hy- | €
droelectric Station (139.2 MW), Linganamakki | the project
Dam Power House (55 MW), and Gerusoppa Dam | when they
Power House (240 MW) - active. For decades, | convenea
these stations have been contributing millions of | public
units of power to Karnataka at a relatively lower hearing?
cost than thermal power units. Over the decades, ¥
projects along this river have often been a bone :::'::‘:
of ion b i lists and | an expert who has
the governments in power. worked in the

Now, Karnataka Power Corporation Ltd. | Peieesecirm

(KPCL) has proposed exploiting the pumped
storage power potential of the Sharavati valley.
The project has been planned utilising the two
existing reservoirs in the valley to generate
another 2,000 MW.

However, with the project site falling within
the pristine forests of the Western Ghats, a biodi-
versity hotspot, the KPCL has attracted the wrath
of environmentalists. Many people in both Shiva-
mogga and the neighbouring Uttara Kannada dis-
trict have raised serious
concerns about the dam-
age the project could
cause to the rich flora and
| fauna and wamed the
KPCL intensifying their
N protests if it went ahead

KPCL officers say the pro-
ject's impact on the forest
will be “minimal” and the agency will take care
not to disturb animals, including lion-tailed ma-
caque, a primate whose single largest population
is found in the region. The project implementing
agency says that as a major part of the construc-
tion will take place underground, the damage
caused to the forest cover will be minimal.
Recently, the Karmataka State Board for Wil-
dlife gave conditional approval for the project. It
asked the KPCL to reduce the number of trees to
be cut by 50%. The agency has to devise strate-
gies to minimise the damage and get approval.
, the agency is yet to get clearance from
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEF & CC) and the National Board for
Wildlife.

Why this project

The demand for power has been growing. With
the decision to supply power to irrigation pump
sets during the daytime, the demand peaks
around 11 a.m. At present, the peak demand is
around 17,500 MW and it is expected to increase
gradually. According to the resource adequacy
plan for Karnataka, the compound annual
growth rate between 2023 and 2031 will be
3.93%. As per the demand projection of Karnata-
ka Power Transmission Corporation Ltd.
(KPTCL), by 203132, the State will require
1,20,778 million units, and the peak demand will
touch 23,058 MW.

Considering the constant increase in demand,
the Karnataka government has to strengthen its
grid. Meanwhile, the Central Electricity Authori-
ty (CEA), which works under the Union Ministry
of Energy, assessed the on-river pumped storage
hydroelectric potential in India in 2023. Chair-
person of the CEA, Ghanshyam Prasad, in his fo-
reword to the study, says, “India is on the path to-
ward clean energy transition, with an aim to

- »

Key site: A view of the Gerusoppa dam in Honnavar taluk.
will be connected to the Talakalale balancing reservolr with a water conductor system to generate power. SATHISH G

Trees to be cut

Forest division and number of trees

Sagar widife | Honnavar | Total
745|1,518 13,756 116,041
Forest area Non-forestarea | Total
54.155 hectares jncucing | 88.608 142.763
19.98 ha underground) hectares hectares

produce 50% capacity from non-fossil sources by
2030." The CEA has planned to generate 500 GW
of power from renewable sources by 2030. As
per the potential study, two projects — Sharavati
Pumped Storage Project (I"Sl') and Varahi PSP
(1,500 MW) ~ were listed from Ka

What the proposal says

The State government in its 2024-25 Budget pro-
posed to increase its installed power generation
capacity from 32,000 MW to 60,000 MW in the
next seven years. Of the existing installed capac-
ity, around 15,630 MW is from renewable energy.
However, power generation through solar panels
and windmills depends on weather conditions,
Hence the KPCL has proposed to take up the PSP
in the Sharavati valley to manage the peak-hour
demand.

The i valley has Li kki, Geru-
soppa, and Talakalale dams. Linganamakki is the
major reservoir with the capacity to store 151
tmcft of water. Talakalale reservoir acts as a ba-
lancing reservoir, where the water level is main-
tained to ensure the power generation in the Sha-
ravathy Generating Station is not disrupted.
Under the PSP, the plan is to connect Gerusoppa
and Talakalale reservoirs with a water conductor
system, with a 7-km-long tunnel. When there is
excess power, water will be lifted from the lower
reservoir — Gerusoppa — to the upper reservoir
(Talakalale). When there is a high demand for
power, water will be used to generate power and
contribute to the grid. The KPCL has proposed to

a

lines in the Sharavati valley need to be upg)

for the
pumped storage project which is proposed to generate 2,000 M. SATHISH GT.

ol

Under the pumped storage project, the Gerusoppa resenoir

construct a power station with eight units, each
of 250 MW capacity, with reversible Francis
pump turbines.

The project will be spread over Shivamogga
and Uttara Kannada districts. The forest area re-
quired for the project falls under Sagar division,
Shivamogga Wildlife Division, and Honnavar divi-
sion. The total land required is 142.764 hectares,
including 54.155 hectares of forest area.

Besides that, 88.608 hectares of non-fores-
tland is required for the project. The KPCL ap-
proached the MoEF & CC for forest clearance, as
per the Forest Conservation Act, in November
2023. It sought the approval of the wildlife board
in November 2023. The CEA cleared it in Septem-
ber 2024 and the State wildlife board gave condi-
tional approval in January 2025,

KPCL officials have estimated the project cost
at 18,644 crore. The cost per MW will be ¥5.12
crore. KPCL officials say a majority of the estimat-
ed funds will be spent on tunnel work, power sta-
tion machinery, and turbines. They say the cost
of producing hydroelectric energy is lower than
other methods - thermal, solar or wind.

Oppaosition
many envi lists have opposed
the project on the grounds that it affects the pris-
tine forests. The project area is a core part of the
Sharavathi Lion-Tailed Macaque (LTM) Wildlife
Sanctuary. As per the LTM census of 202223, the
sanctuary is a habitat for the single largest popu-
lation of 730 individuals, spread over 41 groups.
Tree-cutting for the project will fragment the
habitat and damage the tree canopy, essential for
the movement of LTM, they say. Apart from LTM,
other animals found in the area are leopards,
wild dogs, wild boars, sloth bears, Indian mon-
gooses, and pangolins.
Among the trees identified for cutting, the
highest is in the Honnavar division. Officers have
recorded each species and girth of each tree to be

cut.

Interestingly, the officials, in their proposal to
the MoEF & CC seeking clearance, noted that the
proposal may adversely affect the forest, flora,
and fauna, particularly the endemic, rare, threa-
tened, and endangered species. The formation of
new roads and other above-ground structures
will affect the canopy, leading to fragmentation of
the LTM habitat. However, the divisional forest
officers forwarded the proposal to h@her officials
with a dation to take ata
higher level.

The State wildlife board took objections to the
number of trees being cut. The board, headed by
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, gave conditional
approval, asking the KPCL to reduce the number
of trees to be cut from 16,041 to between 7,000
and 8,000.

Even so, environmentalists have raised signifi-
cant questions about the project. They are
backed by experts, including Shankar Sharma

who has worked in the power sector in India and
abroad for decades. Sharma has written to the
KPCL, the Ministers for Forest and Energy, and
the Chief Minister many times, raising questions
about the project’s necessity. One of his main ob-
jections is that the project will not add power to
the State grid. Instead, it will increase the load on
the grid. “The power required to pump water is
more than what will be generated. There willbe a
loss of 24% of energy. The KPCL should think of
alternative systems, including battery energy
storage systems (BESS),” he says.

People like Sharma and ‘Akhilesh Chippali
from Sagar are opposed to cutting “even one
tree” in the highly sensitive forests of the Western
Ghats. Chippali says, “We are mobilising people
in Shivamogga and Uttara Kannada districts by
spreading awareness on the impacts of the pro-
ject. If necessary, we will move the court as well.”

Another laint from envi lists is
that the KPCL is not maintaining transparency.
Even after repeated aj and
through the Right to Information Act, the agency
has not shared the detailed project report (DPR),
they say. “Without going through the DPR, how
can we challenge the project when they convene
a public hearing?” asks Sharma.

Numbers not clear

The Divisional Forest Officers of Honnavar, Sagar,
and Shivamogga Wildlife have counted the trees
to be cut as per the project layout. KPCL officials
entrusted with the responsibility of reducing the
number of trees say they can “somehow man-
age” to reduce the count to 10,000 but not below
that. “We have worked out the layout plan consi-
dering the place required to move machinery
and vehicles for project execution. On the
ground, we assessed that we could avoid cutting
many trees on the edge of our route. Thus, we
can bring down the number substantially,” says a
senior official. Besides that, the officials are con-

templating changing the plan for a fresh road re-
quired to connect to the project site from the Ge-
rusoppa dam.

The environmentalists argue that the officials
are silent about the number of trees to be cut to
draw or upgrade the existing transmission lines.
The transmission lines have to be upgraded to
draw power from the project. The KPCL has not
assessed the number of trees to be cut for this
purpose.

“As the upgradation will be on the existing
transmission lines, there will be minimum dam-
age to the forest. However, the KPTCL, entrusted
with the responsibility of transmission of power,
will handle it,” an official says.

KPCL officials maintain that they will not re-
fute the remarks that the project will damage the
forest cover. However, they argue the damage
caused will be “minimal”. By and large, the pro-
Jm layout has been designed keeping the exist-

ing roads in mind, they say. The existing 3.5-m-
wndemziswdlbcwdmedbyamxheermal
low the movement of men and machinery.

They too say there are alternative methods, in-
cluding the BESS, to generate power. The battery
storage, however, lasts only for a couple of hours
and cannot be compared with the pumped stor-
age project. Besides that, affordability is a major
issue, they say. The KPCL has been open to new
technologies and is ready to adapt them consi-
dering financial viability. “However, pumped
storage plants have been considered a time-test-
ed and reliable method, which the Central Elec-
u;-ﬁuczl Authority has been pushing for,” says the

of L
Currently, work on the design of the electro-
mechanical system is on but work on the ground

will begin only after all the mandatory clearances
are received from the Centre.
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How have Big Tech companies back-
tracked on their DEI goals?

their respective I)Fl lninanws’ Do such programmes facilitate remote working for persons with disabilities?

Sahana Yenugopal

The story so far:
hen US. President Donald
Trump returned to the
White House,
million-dollar donations
poured in from Big Tech companies and
their CEOs. During Mr. Trump's
inauguration, some prominent figures
included his adviser and major donor
Elon Musk, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg.
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, Apple CEO
Tim Cook, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman, and
TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew. As Trump
settled into his role for the second time,
notable U.S. companies including Google,
Meta, and Amazon announced (or quietly
made) changes to their existing DEI
initiatives. They either rolled back
ongping programmes and goals, or
decided to stop pursuing new DEI plans.

What is DEI?

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
refers to a wide range of principles and
practices aimed at enriching a space by
making sure alll groups of pauyle_a:hh

Why do people oppose DEI?
Critics of DE initiatives come from a
range of political backgrounds. While
some believe that corporate DEI measures
are band-aids on a bullet wound that fail
to address systemic injustice, others are
convinced that DEI hiring processes
unfairly reject talented individuals from
o

groups.

Mr. Musk, for example, is a vocal critic
of DEL He has frequently used the phrase
uaslurashedamuthxbﬂldllsan
and

racism across
even puts unqnahﬁzd people in
critical/life-saving positions. "DEI means
people DIE,” he has posted on X in
January, despite recently expressing his

inclusion training programs, we will build
programs that focus on how to apply fair
and consistent practices that mitigate bias
for all, no matter your background,” said
Meta's memo, per Axios.

For its part, Google is no longer
working to meet its diversity hiring goals,
even (hough Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai

committed to hiring more
leaders from underrepresented
communities, reported WSJ. The news
outlet also noted that Alphabet’s annual
report left out a line about its DEI
commitments. Furthermore, Google’s
Calendar removed references to Pride
Month and Black History Month, noting
that users could add these in if they

s initiated in the first place? Why have many tech giants suddenly decided to put an end to

inclusive so we can build products,
services, and a workforce that empowers
the world. The business case for D& is
not only constant but stronger than ever,”
wrote Microsoft's Chief Diversity Officer
and Corporate Vice President of Talent
and Learning, Lindsay-Rae McIntyre, on
December 20, 2024, in a LinkedIn post.

What does DEI in tech look like?
Countless tech workers — and their
families, by extension - receive numerous
benefits from DEI measures already in
place at their work. These benefits
include visa ip for foreign job
applicants (which Mr. Musk himself
supports), company cafeteria menus that

strong support for the HIB visa category. specifically wanted to. cater to a range of diet restrictions,

Other tech companies that have edited | wheelchair-friendly elevators and toilets,
Which tech companies are getting rid | their DEI policies, or their wording, hybrid work mode for caretakers/parents,
of DEI measures? include Disney, Comcast, GE, Intel, rem work options for peupl: with
Support for DEI initiatives is frequently PayPal, and ding to NPR. bilities or medical i and
perceived as a left-wing or even even corporate protection from
communist stance, which has ali | still support DEI? inappropriate questions about one’s body,
many leaders or institutions trying to Despite Apple CEO Tim Cook’s religious beliefs, sexual orientation, or

closely align themselves with US.
President Donald Trump’s right-wing
government. Mr. 1‘mmp in fact issued an

y), P
measures to ensure equality by repairing
past harms (equity), and given the
support they need to thrive alongside
their peers (inclusion). DEI reminds
employers and employees alike that
workplaces of the past often lacked equal
rights for all or excluded talented
individuals due to factors such as sexism,
racism, religious hate, casteism, ableism
(discrimination against people with
disabilities), queerphobia, or other forms

of bigotry.

In the U.S., the 2020 murder of George
Floyd by a white police officer triggered
nationwide outrage and a need to reflect
on the inequality affecting Black people
across all levels of society. However, some

led, ‘Ending Radical
And Wasteful Gmmmcnl DEI ngrans
And Prefi ing, where DEI

attendance at Mr. Trump’s inauguration,
Apple in its 2025 annual meeting notice
iticised a think tank’s p ial

marital status.
DEI measures are meant to protect
Iphabet CEO Sundar Pichai from racism,

strongly
proposal to “consider abolishing its
Inclusion & Diversity program, policies,

Mﬂa CEO Mark Zudtzrbag from
and OpenAl CEO Sam

were rzferr!d to as 1Ilegal and immoral
programs.”

Amazon is stopping diversity and
inclusion programmes, while a senior
executive said that the company still
wanted to “foster a more truly inclusive
culture,” reported Bloomberg. The
e-commerce giant noted on its website
that it was still supporting its
empbwekd groups, such as ‘Amazon

‘Black

and goals.” Apple called the
proposal unnecessary and said it was an
equal opportunity employer. “The

| also ately o
restrict Apple’s ability to manage its own
ordinary business operations, peoplz and
teams, and business " said the

Altman from queerphobia and
antisemitism, not to mention their
employees.

On the flip side, DEI does not
guarantee a workplace where everyone
feels equally respected ar protected. For
which commit

iPhone-maker.
Meanwhile, McKinsey's Global
Managing Partner Bob Sternfels stated in
an empluyet memo in February that the
ing firm would inue to pursue

People with
Network,', and ‘Glamazon' for all those
mta'ested in LGBT+ issues.

hile, Meta has dits

diversity as well as a system that rewards
merit. “The answer is yes. We will
tinue to boldly pursue both, because

fact-checking programme, and loosened

tech companies championed global limits around sensitive topics such as

diversity efforts long before 2020. gender/immigration while Mr. Zuckerberg
DEI schemes such as hiring diverse has publicly complained about a lack of

individuals, funding their training, or ‘masculine energy’ in the workplace.

reserving specific opportunities for than Meta is also gming rid of DEI

are meant to improve the )l and diversity

of different communities in the etforts for suppl.lers apart from ending

sothata for women and
and services can better reflect lhel! ethnic minorities, reported Axios, citing
general buyers or users. an internal memo. “Instead of equity and

these two things together — our diverse
meritocracy - is what makes us

distinctive and has defined who we are
over our nearly 100 years,” he was quoted
asg‘ﬁhﬁq;.paslwmbag

many

to DEI hiring principles on paper, may
Y- Rovern fevind

refugees who need visas.

F DEI
in one location may fail to take into
consideration lesser-known forms of
discrimination present in other cultures,
such as colourism or casteism. The
presence of DEI programmes can also
lead to meritorious women, ethnic
mmmywrkasorLGB‘l‘le
facing more discri ion as
odlersa:smndwymhmdchem
their identities, rather than their skills.

to DEI in spite of popular pressure against
it, include Costco, Microsoft, and
Pinterest,

“We continue to believe it’s the
business of Microsoft to be diverse and

‘While numerous debates rage around
DEI in the U.S., what is certain is that a
tenuous tech market is set to become
even more unstable in the future for those
who do not fall neatly into the majority.
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The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was founded on this day in 1863. A
quiz on the organisation that ensures assistance for people affected by armed conflict

Radhika Santhanam N
QUESTION &
1Y The ICRC has called this
UE! 1 event its greatest failure.
STION fail

The ICRC was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for
1944 in 1945. Why was

there a one-year delay? 1

[ QUESTION §
QUESTION 2 The ICRC has come
This book proved under criticism several

decisive in the formation
of the ICRC. It describes

the Battle of Solferino. letter to the

Name it. organisation, influential
a civil society members of
QUESTION 3 this President's country

Narme this event, which
continues to dominate
political discourse.

times in the recent past
from a President. In a

Questions and Answers to the February 14 edition of the daily
quiz: 1. Name the three individuals who founded YouTube. Ans:
Chad Hurley, Steve Karim
2. This tech glant acquired YouTube in Novemnber 2006. Ans:

for $1.65 billion in stock
3. This music video was the first to reach one billion views on
YouTube. Ans: PSY's ‘Gangnam Style’
4. The feat Indlan record label T-Series holds. Ans: On April 29,
2019, it became the first YouTube channel to reach 100
million subscribers
5. This children's song wvideo holds the current record of most views
with more than 15.5 billion views and counting. Ans: ‘Baby Shark
Dance’

6. The online alias of Jimmy Donaldson. Ans: ‘MrBeast’

7. The title of the longest video ever uploaded on YouTube (596.5
hours). Ans: ‘The Longest Video on YouTube: 596.5 Hours'

8. The connection between the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and

The Assembly is the
supreme goveming body
of the ICRC. Its members
mustallbe ____
nationals. Fill in the

blank.
« @

also criticised the
humanitarian bady for
not doing enough to
help their country,
which is at war. Name
the country.

B

1N
Visual question:
The Ottoman Empire used this symbol instead of the Red Cross in

1877-78. Why?
@

Janet Jackson's Super Bowl incident to YouTube. Ans: Difficulty in
finding videos of the two events led to the trio starting the
concept
Visual: The title of the first-ever uploaded YouTube video. Ans: ‘Me
At The Zoo' by Jawed Karim, one of the founders of YouTube
Early Birds: Nobody got all the correct answers
<+

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

She drove a
wecdge
between us

Her latest party at the new
apartment was a total snoozefest.
Even her children slept off!

S.Upendran

“You look rather tired. Have you been up
all night reading the book you bought a
couple of days ago?”

“There's a major problem at the office.
So, we've all been working rather late. As
far as the novel is concerned, I've given
up on it. Found it to be one big yawn."

“A big yawn? What do you mean?"”

“You should be able to figure out the
meaning. Tell me, when does a person
normally yawn?”

“When the person is very sleepy.”

“Yes, we all yawn when we're sleepy.
Can you think of any other occasion...”

“A person also yawns when he’s
bored!”

“That's right! You also yawn when the
person you're talking to or the book
you're reading is boring. So, when you say
that the book was a total yawn, what you
mean is that it was very boring.”

“How about this example? The man:h
between India and Sri Lanka was a

“Yes, it was rather one sided, wasn’t it?
The expression is mostly used in informal
contexts.”

"My father says that most academic
conferences are a total waste of time.”

“Snoazefest? What does it mean?”

“Do you know what ‘snooze’ means?”
“Of course, | do! When you ‘snooze’,
you sleep for a very short time. You nap”

“Very good! Snoozing is usually done
during the day time. When you say that
the conference was a ‘snoozefest’, what
you're suggesting is that.."

“It put you to sleep. The papers
presented were so boring that you found
it difficult to stay awake."

“Very good! Here's another example.
The speech given by the Minister was
such a snoozefest that many people in the
audience kept looking at their watch.”

“1 usually enjoy watdﬂng your
favourite hero's movies. But the latest one
proved to be a snoozefest. [ just couldn't
sit through it.”

“Let’s not talk about my favourite
hero's movies. You'll only succeed in
driving a wedge between the two of us”

A what?”

"1 see. Bmwhaldau ‘wedge’ mean?”

“Originally, it was an instrument or a
tool that was made of a hard substance.
Nowadays, a wedge mostly refers to the
piece of wood or metal used to keep two
things apart. It can also..."

"1 see! So, when you say criticising your
favourite actor will drive a wedge
between us, what you mean is that it'll
ruin our existing relationship. We’ll no
longer be friends."

“Very good. It'll sour our relationship.”

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Peripatetic:

a person who walks from place to place;
traveling especially on foot
Synonym: waytaring

Usage: They are a group of peripatetic country
preochers.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
peripateticpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pess.ostetin, jpera.patet i/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
lette: co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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sh back against the US.
and safeguard its interests

P rime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to

India must

Washington last week was brief but

packed with headline-generating deve-
lopments. The visit came less than a month after
U.S. President Donald Trump was sworn in, mak-
ing Mr. Modi the fourth world leader to hold bilat-
eral meetings with him, following the leaders of
Israel, Japan, and Jordan, all close U.S, allies. The
joint statement issued afterwards outlined a
range of substantive discussions. While many an-
nouncements focused on India’s purchases of
American goods and investments in the US.,
they managed to avoid some of the tough mea-
sures many had anticipated. Both sides launched
“‘Mission 500" ($500 billion in bilateral trade by
2030) and initiated discussions on a free mldz

nt, with phase one of the draft

The panchayati raj movement is in distress

he special discussion in Parliament on
the 75th anniversary of the Indian
Constitution has long passed. While
several salient aspects of the
Constitution and policy directions adopted by
us governments were highlighted, one
very litthe on a vital aspect of governance in
India,
The 73rd amendment to the Constitution,
puudhlmhuneollhc' dmarks of India's

Suvajit
Chattopadhyay

Is an international

hayati raj in Indlia, Panch

leenlnr!amdxldu 1n 1990, nearly

now operate in a very different
from when they were originally

introduced, and there is now a real risk that the

spirit of the panchayati raj movement will die.

A decline, the big shifts
Let us look at four such big shifts,
 Fint, administrative decentralisation has

d. In order to function effectively, State
need to devolve staff to local

Journey as republic,
the pum:hiyld raj lyntm However, the

towards d local
in India has stalled. Big shifts in both technology
and society are threatening to make panchayats
irrelevant, unless we are prepared to rethink
their role. The 73rd amendment initiated the
process of institutionalising decentralisation in
rural India. The three-tier system, at the village,
block, and district levels, with a regular cycle of
local elections and 50% reservation for womnen,
Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes, kicked
off a movement that luok democnr:y to the

this year. Mr. Trump announced an increase in
Indian purchases of U.S. energy, oil, and defence
equipment, moves expected to help balance the
§45.7 billion U.S. trade deficit within the total
$130 billion goods trade. Addlllmllly there was

on i new COM-
I’ACT or Caulyzim Opponunltlu fnr Mil.lmy

gylor the 21st Century, murumllm mopemiun
across key sectors. They also rebranded the Bi-
dmerl Initiative on Critical and Bmcrgn; 'm:h

nologies (ICET) as T

thus the of
local representation and inclusion in, political
leadership.

‘Ihcn is one Wn spot
raj el are now keenly i

lnnunyp-muflllemumry There have been
many success stories ~ possibly the most notable
of them being the scale of women's participation
in leadership (nearly 14 lakh elected women

P The C: also lated
State Finance Commissions to recommend the

Utilising Strategic Technology (TRUS'B. focusing
on semicond and

Al with a commitment to developing an Al in-
road map this year. A significant mo-
ment came when Mr. Trump announced his ap-
proval of the extradition of Tahawwur Rana,
involved in 26/11 attacks, to India for trial.

Once the dust settles on Mr. Trump’s uncon-
ventional remarks and Mr. Modi's rare engage-
ment with the media in this format, India must
assess the broader takeaways from this visit. The
pmldve optics and their camaraderie signal a

rong dation for India-U.S. rel. over
|h¢ next four years, There is also clear continuity
in key areas of strategic partnership, including In-
do-Pacific engagement and the Quad, with Mr.
Trump's planned visit to Delhi for the Quad Sum-
mit later this year expected to reinforce these
discussions,
trade, energy, nuclear cooperation and defence
are likely to dominate the India-U.S. agenda, giv-
ing the relationship a transactional turn reminis-
cent of Mr. Trump's first tenure. There is not
much evidence that Mr. Modi’s visit significantly
softened Mr. Trump's stance on imposing coun-
ter-tariffs and reciprocal taxes or influenced a
more humane approach to the deportation of un-
documented immigrants aboard military flights.
‘These could present challenges for the Indian go-
vernment going forward. As India engages with
the new U.S. administration, it must carefully as-
sess its own interests, assert its position where
necessary, and push back when required to safe-
guard its strategic and economic priorities.

of funds that should flow to local
as well as the ad
mechanisms by which it should take place.
Various social sector programmes m now
implemented through local governm:

paniculnrly gram pmchnyatl (villw -level local

ent).

Whylhmhﬂnplnduyzﬂnjmwmmkh
distress? There are several reasons such as a
decline in public participation, overdependence
on centrally sponsored schemes, and
politicisation through the engagement of political
parties, which are equally important factors
behind the steady decline of panchayats even in
pioneer States such as Kerala.

But one must look at the longer-term systemic
factors that have affected the evolution of the

with

and cede ad control.

across
Africa and South Asia,
and has a spedific
interest in
decentralised
governance

Panchayats now
operate in a
very dlncmm

Similarly, the flow of untied grants that flow to
local governments needs to increase to enhance
autonomy in local decision-making. Having made
an initial set of reforms, the sense one gets is that
there is no momentum, A report in 2022 by the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj showed that less than
20% of States have devolved all 29 subjects listed
in the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution,

Second, in practical terms, panchayats have
been forced to cede fiscal autonomy over recent
years. Direct transfers to panchayats increased
from 21.45 lakh crore under the Thirteenth
Finance Commission (2010-15) to ¥2.36 lakh crore
under the Fifteenth Finance Commission
(2021-26). At the same time, there has been a
significant reduction in untied grants, from 85%
in the Thirteenth Finance Commission to 60% in
the Fifteenth Finance Commission. Further, these
dmtnm{:nmbﬂn;umdbythcmmnl

in

themm-oldﬁciemy whiluhelkdmm

them more control through central government

functionaries and central scheme guidelines.
“Third, the larger reason is a

q of India lived in rural areas. This
has now decreased to around 60%, and is going
down steadily. The consistent trend of
urbanisation has meant that the policy focus of
development has shifted to India’s cities and
towns. Municipal reforms, both of governance
and financing, is the main priority of today.

Ways to revive the

As highlighted, it is evident that over the last
decade, the view from the top is increasingly one
that treats panchayats merely as last-mile delivery
instruments for social sector schemes in rural
India. This view of local governance is not
conducive to a revival of panchayats in the

coumry

course, electoral politics at the panchayat
level and me representation and the power that
comes from winning will not allow panchayats to
wither away very soon. But local governance in
rural India needs to be revived in substantive
terms as 94 crore Indians still live in villages, Over
45% of the population is still engaged in
agriculture. Rural India — call it Bharat if you will
~ cannot be overlooked.

With advancements in technology, citizen
engagement in local planning, decision-making
and accountability processes will A
networked panchayati raj system could play a
vital role in bridging the rural-urban divide, for
instance, by supporting safe and dignified
internal migration, and also supporting both
migrants and their families that stay behind.

Anolher mn towards which the role of

of
the welfare state in India that has taken root over
the last few years, an overt reliance by political
parties on cash transfers of various hues to woo
the electorate. And since these were delivered
primarily using the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile
(JAM) platform, the role of gram panchayats as
b " for beneficiary sek o

focused is to play a role in
mablhq water conservation and renewable
energy generation at scale. Panchayats can
reclaim their role in the management of common
property resources, bringing to bear a mix of
scientific practices, traditional knowledge and
public finances. P:nduy:unnabuphylhy
ruk in implementing community-based disaster

grievance redress has reduced For
example, the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme, which disburses
6,000 annually to farmers, operates through
direct transfers without the active involvement of
panchayati raj institutions. While efficient, this
modgi reduces !h.e lotnll mwly that

paradlgm

Fourth, is the rapid urbanisation that India has

early
vnmlng systems, disaster-resilient infrastructure,
and capacity building for residents,

We need to look further out and talk more to
people. In order to reestablish the momentum
behind local ce reforms and to
what is still a significant proportion of India's
population that lives in its villages, we need to
adopt a new vision for panchayati raj in India.

Interpreting the recent Bangladesh-Pakistan thaw

Sex and violence

should not provide

immunity for sexual violence
A recent ruling by the Chhattisgarh High

Court, which held that "unnatural sex"

by a husband in marriage is not an of-
fence, heavily relies on the presumption of con-
sent within a marital relationship. The case in-
volved a 40-year-old man from Bastar district
who had been convicted by a sessions court in
connection with the death of his wife in 2017. The
sessions court found that the wife, in her 30s, fell
illand luhu:tumly died following a forced phys-
ical relation: However, on appeal, the High
Court ncq\xmtd the husband. At the core of any
discussion on marriage, or any relationship, must
be the principle of consent. When physical harm
oceurs, especially leading to a tragic death, it can-
not be excused under the presumption of marital
consent. The issue at hand is not about the na-
ture of the sexual act but the absence of consent
and the use of force. The High Court relied on Ex-
ception 11 of Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code,
which does not recognise marital rape as an of-
fence unless the wife is under 15 years old - the
Supreme Court of India raised this age to 18 in the
Independent Thought vs Union of India A Anr
case (2017) - to justify the h

This overturned the sessions court's verdict,
which had sentenced him to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment.

The ruling once again brings attention to the
ambiguous legal terrain surrounding sexual vio-
lence in marriage. In October 2024, the S“E:'M
Court deferred hearings on pleas to criminalise
muarital rape. In previous judgments, it had indi-
cated that the responsibility lies with the legisla-
ture to introduce laws on this issue. The Union
government has also stated that criminalising
marital rape could “undermine the institution of
marriage”. India remains one of the few coun-
tries where marital rape is not a criminal offence.
Yet, data from the National Family Health Survey
5 (2019-2021) reveal that 32% of ever-married wo-
men aged 18 to 49 years in India have expe-
rienced physical, sexual, or emotional spousal
violence, with only a Wmtm secking
help. This stark reality s serve as a wake-up
call for lawmakers, law enforcement, and society
at large to take urgent action in ensuring women
can live free from violence and fear. While consti-
tutional safeguards on life, liberty, equality, and
dignity exist, and laws are in place to protect wo-
men, true change requires a shift in societal atti-
tudes and mindsets. No relationship, marriage in-
cluded, should provide immunity for violence.

? »
L

he bitter legacy of the 1971 liberation war, Bangladeshi warship to Pakistan for the first time | highest level of interaction between both sides
Twhmz Bangladesh split from Pakistan, has in over a decade. ever since the group took control of Afghanistan
long steered the nature of ties between Dupalz m apparent warming of rvhdnnl, can | in 2021,
Dhaka and Islamabad. However, recent bilateral these translate into
engagement between the two sides demonstrates outcomes? Or will they remain symbolic with The outline of New Delhi's a ch
Dhaka's intent to diversify its foreign policy litthe tangible impact? With the count of hostile neighl now
trajectory in the subcontinent. Since August Alshwaria growing, which includes the Maldives and Nepal's
2024, after \he HI uf the Sheikh Hasina Sonavane The ground realities increasing alignment with China, does New Delhi
a student-led revolt, there is Research Analyst, While Mr. Yunus has watered down Dhaka's have a new cause for concern?
have been several meetings between Mubammad | pyistan Desk at demand that Pakistan to apologise for the "1971 India’s approach to Bangladesh should be
Yunus, the Chief Adviser to the interim the Takshashila genocide” to one merely seeking a of ded in an und ding of the
gladesh and Pakistan Prime Institution the issues”, Dhaka will face challenges in and geogray realities. Despite the evolving
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. In contrast, the absence managing publk opinion. A significant number of | nature of Dhaka Islamabad ties, Bangladesh will
of any engagement between Mr. Yunus and Bangladeshis still view the separation from find it challenging to adopt an overtly anti-India
India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi sheds light Pakistan as a bedrock of their national idtmky stance, yven its geographic proximity and
on this shifting equation. Without adds this deeply | historic on India, India remains
The ousting of Ms. Hasina set the stage for a grievance in the p-ydw of Bangladeshi society, Bangladesh's leading trading partner in the
mzmhl recalibration in the region — one that is substantial diplomatic progress appears unlikely region. In 2023, Indian exports to
ly to unsettle New Delhi. During Ms, Hasina's in the long term. This remains especially true were $11.25 billion, while Bangladesh's exports to
15year tenure, bilateral relations remained should Islamabad continue to frame the 1971 war India stood at approximately $2 billion in 2023,
strained, partly due to her family's historic as an Indhn conspiracy rather than Many n[ |hm impom particularly raw
grievances against Pakistan's ruling class, Her itasa that gladest i
close alllance with India likely emerged as a key was a product of an expression of Bengali identity That said, Imﬂlmulmminvlﬂlam first,
factor for the continued frosty ties with and in response to the excesses of the there is scope for an axis involving Bangladesh,
Iskamabad in the following years. Tensions government in West Pakistan, In addition, from a | China, and Pakistan, and second, on the issue of
between Bangladesh and Pakistan peaked in strategic and economic E‘r’ven A security in its northeast States, India must clarify
2016, with both countries expelling diplomats. partnership with Islamabad will offer limited its red lines with Bangladesh in critical areas such
gains for Dhaka, particularly given the as terrorism, weapons trade, joint military drills,
Recent developments misalignment between the ecommk realities of and maritime security. While remaining firm on
However, under the leadership of Mr. Yunus, both The of these huu, New Dethi should also
there has been a strengthening of ties. Some key Bangladesh and Pakistan by Indian territory is engage with dadesh
and recent developments underscore this, For further likely to create connectivity and emphasis on people-toptuple contacts, culmnl
instance, Bangladesh hosted a high-level hurdles for smooth trade. exchanges, and tal projects. Both
Pakistani military delegation in Rangpur, located As India closely monitors the situation, the countries must also continue their cooperation
close to the strategically crucial Siliguri Corridor. | With the count Jipl will be perceived as on the critical issues of border trade and
This was followed by a rare visit by of hm(llc Pakistan's efforts to counter New Delhi’s faltering | smuggling, water sharing and refugee concerns.
Li general SM. K. I-H; , the in Dhah after Ms. Hasina's ouster. Maintaining this momentum will require New
Bangladesh Army's second-in d, to . India also coincide with Delhi to proactively address prevail mu India
Rawalpindi to meet with Pakistan’s Army, Navy, needs m be Indlia's unpm:edznmd pivot of warmlnl relations | and anti-Hindu sentiments in Bang): as well
and Air Force chiefs. Dhaka has also announced bath vl with the ruling Taliban in Afghanistan as lise on its
the resumption of direct flights to Islamabad and oth viglant traditional ally of Pakistan, Indian Fnr!lgn reinforce its ties with Dhaka, mm.m a
also panidp-ked in Pakistan's Aman 2025 naval and constructive | secretary Vikram Misri met Mawlawi Amir Khan | constituency that s favourable to India within
ises in the Arabian Sea (February 7411, in its ties with Muttaqi, the u:dm foreign minister of the Taliban | Bangladesh remains crucial for long-term
which included the deployment of a major ladesh in Dubai, in January, which is the strategic stability.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
at Delhi station Even with men and People do not enter any passengers and the number | the deeper Palestinian issue | the root causes {'Ground
Sadly, most railway stations | machinery such as police platform without tickets of tickets issued for a is addressed and Zero' page, February 15 and
in the country do not have and announcements, it is {unless the railway officials specific destination should meaningful steps are taken "U.S. flight brings second
enough entry and exit unfortunate to have a have begun issuing tickets be done to verify the extent | toward a sustainable batch of 116 deportees”,
points. The priority should tragedy. It shows the utter on trains). Did not the of the callous attitude of the | two-state solution, future February 16). Stronger
be the safety of human failure of crowd officials know how many Indian Railways. hostilities remain a looming | policies and awareness
lives. With the heavy rush at [ management. tickets were issued, since it Basappa, threat. Tranquillity in the campaigns are essential to
railway stations, the Indian Dr. DV.G. Sankara Rao, is all computerised with no Bengaluru region is not just a regional discourage unlawful
Railways cannot absolve Visanagaram, Andbra Pradesh manual writing and issuing, necessity but also a global migration and to promote
itself of its responsibility to and realise that the special As always, committees and imperative. safer, legal pathways for job

ensure safety. Are not the
authorities aware of the
huge rush due to the
Kumbh? It is in times such
as these that safety
measures need to be the
best ("Amid Kumbh rush, 15
feared dead in stampede at
New Delhi railway station”,

Itis inconceivable that me

train could not

raitway
unaware of the munmnth
crowds. With crowds
expected to grow in the
days ahead, the
government must ensure
that there is foolproof safety
and security as people head
to the Kumbh,

V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai
@

This sort of overcrowding
happens regularly, more so
when youngsters travel by
train for examinations and
recruitment drives, or when
people go home for
religious festivals. An audit
of the number of

commissions will emerge
and are likely to pin the
blame on low-rankin,
officials. This cycle
scapegoating must end.
V. Nagarajan,

Chennai

The ceasefire

The ceasefire between
Hamas and Israel brings
only temporary relief. Until

Rayspur Pradham,
Kadapa, Andhva Pradesh

Sent back from America
The chain of deportations
from the United States
highlights the engoing
immigration crisis, While the
U.S. has the right to deport
illegal migrants, the Indian
must take
responsibility in addressing

seekers abroad. This issue
transcends legal and
political boundaries,
emphasising the need to
safeguard human lives and
ensure ethical migration
practices.

Gaurav Badhwar,

Haryana, Rohtak

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address.
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success story like Amul

CanIndia replicate the milk template in the fruits and vegetables sector?
We need scale, policy backing, achampion to drive growth

'O PLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI AND
RAYA Das

INDIA'S FRUITS AND vegetables sector (F&V)
is growing faster than cereals, contributing
roughly 30 per cent to the value of crop agri-
culture. It is also more nutritious. Yet, it re-
ceives far less policy focus and institutional
support compared to cereals, Without or-
ganised value chains, proper storage, or ad-
equate processing facilities, the F&V sector

price crashes, and post-harvest losses.
Around 8.1 per cent for fruits and 7.3 per cent
for vegetables are lost in the post-harvest
value-chain, amounting to 37 per centof to-
tal post-harvest losses of Rs 1.53 trillion an-
nually (NABCONS, 2022). Moreover, with
highly fragmented value chains, farmers
typically receive about 30 per cent of what
the consumers pay for F&V. But what if these
small holders join hands and float farmer
producer companies, the way it was done in
case of milk?
Thcmdksmvy-swellknmm.hmllk
ives under the of

Verghese Kurien changed India's milk land-
scape from a highly deficit country to the
world’s largest producer of milk with 239
million tonnes, followed by the US at 103 mil-
lion tonnes in 2023-24, More interesting is
the fact that brands like AMUL claim that

GROWTH OF REVENUE OF SAHYADRI FARMER
PRODUCER COMPANY LTD (RSCR)

SHARE OF F&V INREVENUE OF SAHYADRI
FARMER PRODUCER COMPANY LTD INFY24

their milk between 75 to 80
per(!mof the mnsun!rmce

Indu cannot replicate mu succtss smryof
milkin the F&V sector? It i is sut!lychdlmg-
ing.L dairy, where

(milk) was eﬁ’memly organised, F&V in-
volves multiple commodity value chains,
each requiring specialised infrastructure.
F&V are highly seasonal and often concen-
trated in specific regi

ceptible to extreme price fluctuations. The
only way to stabilise their prices is by inte-

bridge the gap between small farmers and
global markets by integrating aggregation,
value addition, processing, and direct mar-

ships with international buyers, ensuring
that Indian lamvt_rs get access to wmiwn

grating farmers into well- value

chains that mdude aggregation, assaying.
grading, sorting, packaging, processing, and

then having direct market linkages in bath

domestic and export markets.

This is where the role of Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) becomes critical.
Sahyadri Farmer Producer Company Ltd (SF-
PCL) is one such company uperalmg in
Nashik district of

il ing Good
Agriculture Practices (GAP). SFPCL s the
largest grape exporter of the country. It ex-
ports 90 per cent of the procured grapes to
the EU and UAE, and farmers receive, on an
average, about 55 per cent of the FOB price.

Another crucial aspect of SFPCL's success
is also its investment in processing infra-
structure. Tnmalnzs dominate SFPCL's do-

vides a blueprint for success. Foundcd in
2004 under the leadership of Vilas Shinde,
SFPCL started with just 10 farmers. It has
grown into a network spanning 252 villages,
31,000 acres, and over 26,500 registered

mestic 35 per cent, wi

produce going for processing into ketchup,
tormato puree, and sauce production, This has
ensured price stability for farmers even dur-
ingglut periods. Because of the expansion of
lhrpmcmmgunns,smmuhdmpn—

n2023-24.SFPCL 32 percent
skyrocketed from Rs 13 crore in 2011-12to  is women employment in 2023-24.
Rs 1.549 crore in 2023-24(Figure 1) The success of Sahyadri Farms givesus a

OF SFPCL's total revenue, 64.6 per cent
comes from the domestic market, while ex-

blueprint for scaling it up to the entire F&V
sector. As of August 2024, the govemment of

Tomato
226%

Grapes

Citrus

CRSasikumar

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It is vital that past crimes by the Awami regime, including enforced
disappearances and extrajudicial executions, are tried and those responsible
held to account. The UN has made a number of recommendations which

must be seriously considered and acted on.”

=~ THEDAILY STAR

The Al
middle path

India has a chance to not choose sides and
straddle the approaches of the US and
Europe to Artificial Intelligence

As the US retreats into its “America
First” fortress, both India and France
‘would like to foster international cooper-
ation and democratisation, As co-chair of
the Summit, India positioned itself as a
major Al player. It must now lead in bal-
ancing technological ambition with

JASPREET BINDRA

regulatory
H!R are my three post-Paris recom-
the path that India should

AT THE RECENTLY concluded Paris Al
Action Summit, it is quite likely that two
things were talked about. One, the auda-
cious bid by Elon Musk and backers for the

take. India has a strong and growing econ-
mvy.apopllaﬁunqu@bill@oryaMitlns

ital divide through DPL. It could now build
on this by taking the lead on Al safety and
ethics for'

non-profit lhx controls OpenAl, and two, thcamalhmTMMmlmyol
renchF 's star- and
tling deepfake videos of himself, whichhe  has already announced the setting up of
put up on Linkedin. the Al Safety Institute (AISI) which will set
Mllzbmhwwﬂclfrshodmdﬂi— rd: ideli
value that Al has be Al without acting as a regu-
ouswith over the last couple of years, there body. This will join the global net-

is a deeper meaning and impact at play
here. The USis the undisputed leader in Al,
and Donald Trump made his intentions
clear with the $500 billion Stargate an-
nouncement with Sam Altman and Masa

work of AlSIs being set up in the UK,
Europe, China, Kenya, etc. India should
strive tonotonlybea pm nf this nc(wurk
but

Global South n this i mlmnve

Sonon the second day of his

The EU, of which France is striving to be the
{ h g

o in thy ion and di
velopment of safe Al through its EU Al Act
and araft of Al Safety Institutes.

‘The Paris Summit, in which more than
90 countries participated, was jointly

strict Al regulation and the US is adopting
amuch more free-for-all, laissez-faire ap-
proach, India can take the middle path.
India’s approach has been industry-
friendly yet cautious — focusing on inno-
vation while mitigating risks through soft
regulations. The summit’s outcomes sug-

chaired by Prime Minister Modi
and President Macron, and attended by US
Vice President | D Vance, Vice Premier of

gost that with global Al
norms will become inevitable. However,
India musl ensure that its rv:gulamry

China Zhang Guoging, and G ime
Minister Justin Trudeau, as well as Google
CEO Sundar PKhil and Opanl s Sam

Altman. Th

overly restrictive compliance burdel
bahn_mdapwmm = whtm India_ partici-

arities: Promoting accessibility and: m‘mc
mgthcdlgumlm mamummg ttho-

and digital integration, Linking FPOs with
platforms like the Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) mat can enhance mar-

ing room for domestic Al innovation —
would be ideal.
India has a chance to not choose sides

tion; pusmly shapmgthtfutureol work
andpbs susmmbleM and reinforcing

ket access,

both the US and Europe’s ap-
proaches to AL The US isinan Al race with
China. Aligning with the US would give
India unprecedented access to comput-

improve and ity in
transactions. Second, reviving and expand-
ing Operation Greens and the National
Horticulture Mission. The Col launchcd
0 sreensin perish.
able prices. But with a modest Rs 500 crore
allocation under the Ministry of Food
Processing, it lacked both a visionary leader
like I(unen in Operation Flnodan! clear ac-

The success of Sahyadri
Farms gives us a blueprint for
scaling it up to the entire
F8V sector. As of August
2024, the government of
India has a target 10,000
FPOs, of which 8,875 FPOs
have been successfully
registered across the country.
If India can scale up 10,000

Alotof these India’s

and Fram!'s Imvslsandnpahmm

ing infrastructure, i and talent.
Amcncan big tech firms, which are
Alinnovation, have a vested

Public Infrastructure (DP1) rollout and has
the potential to do the same with Al It is
also concerned about Al affecting jobs and
labour markets and would like to see how
its vast STEM workforce could provide a

competitive edge. For France, the summit

interest in India with its vast English-
speaking market, global development
centres, and an army of software engi-
neers. India should capitalise on this to
build strong ties.

The Paris Al Action Summit was a

Third, a pecific was a chance to shuwca! Eumpe s ﬁxus tim:ly wnnuation mxk in a story hﬂ'ng
value-chain approach must be on Al ethi
ensuringat least IOmZOpﬂqul'me)— ble nuclear power infrastructure makes it ﬂmlvesmwﬂrrmddendewhawe
duce is icity for Al data Thisisalso

and stabilising prices.

What India truly needs is a National Fruit
and Vegetable Board, akin to the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB), to
streamline market linkages, promote effi-
cientvalue chains, and integrate mzinshh
SAFAL, ensuring better

centres. As Macron joked, “"Here there is no
need to ‘drill baby, drill’, it is just ‘plug baby,
phug’." He also announced that France will
invest 109 billion euros in Al infrastructure
and R&D.

an opportunity for India to position itself
asone of the leaders in this effort.

The writer is the founder of Tech Whisperer
Ltd UK and teaches at Ashoka University

price
hmwrs The question rmums Can Vlhs

ports contribute 354 per cent, reaching 41 Indiahas atarget 10D00FPOs,ofwhich8 875 high-impact FPOS like sector? The Sahyad experiment hum LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
countries worldwide. Grapes and tomatoes ~ FPOs have been successfully registered SFPCL. it could redefine the crackes dle. What we need now is scale,
lead the i - across the country. If India can scale up F&V s ? ' y done’ policy backing, and achampion to drive this
ingfor 51.7 per cent of the revenue, followed 10,000 high-impact FPOs like SFPCL, it could S6Ct0r, 38 Was done in growth. The aim should be to ensure that A JUST RESOLUTION longer pause to reflect on these things.
by citrus, dry fruits, and mangoes (Figure 2).  redefine the F&V sector, as was done in the the milk sector. Sahyadri farmers get at least 55 to 60 per cent of the ‘ Our DNA has changed. Work consumes
However, in the total export mue.guﬁ milk sector. Sahyadri Farms could be the di- Farms could be the price being paid by consumers. If India can THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘After  us, not just because of job insecurity or
hi i percent), vadandi (lighthouse), as AMUL was in the ‘divadand?’ (lighthouse), as doit, it will transform its F&V sector. Trump'scall with Putin®(IE, February 14).  rising costs, but because we have condi-
lowed by mangn and other fruit slices (182 millk sector. This requires interventions in 2 HPMIIONNE), The recent news of President Donald  tioned ourselves to chase -
per cent) and banana (128 per cent). Atthe  three key areas. First, strengthening FPOs AMUL was in the Gulati is Distinguished Professor and Das, Trump's overtures to Russian President  be itone square meal,a house ora BMW.
core of Sahyadri's success is its ability to  through institutional support by providing milk sector. research fellow at ICRIER. Views are personal Vladimir Putin regardingapotentialne-  In pursuit of these, we seldom question
gotiation over the war in Ukraine has  the system that demands our relentless
sparked both hope and concern. While  effort. I!wufktuhun:tndaylslndeed
L i i toxic, then isn't it allof us?
. peace, there are critical implications that Ketan Kishan, Gurgoon
D t th t can'tbe overlooked. The suggestion that
Ukraine may have toconcede significant
ccongestng the cour e oot HIEAL MANIPUR
INATO and il itorial losses,under-  THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘President’s
o s " ﬁmhdﬂmdmmﬁmk mlcmMampur Assembly under sus-
Judiciary has taken steps for faster case disposal, but not enough i Centre’(IE, February
ﬂﬂtmum‘smmybmgm Il}ﬂrdmnml:unwschzndms
promised. While peace is an Rulein after the
goal, umtmanrapﬂneui ChiefMinister N Biren and the fail-
N“‘ANlAN SlNHA Ukraine’ rights and terri- umnl’lhrBJl"toamvezn(mnm
torial integrity. Any negotiation should turmail
THE INDIAN JUDICIAL system is currently scssmg cl:rum a:pms of mmmal law ju- ﬁm’m inensuring lhn pn'mu focie frivolous  any  stakeholder can have enormous prioritise a lasting, just resolution. in the state. It is critical to integrate the
ovcrwhrlmtd witha hacklog of pcndmg into it eCoNoMmic rami Sanjay Chopra, Mohaii  opinion of the people of Manipur while
cases, Funherthrsfsumﬂslhal" T and i i such as Hong deciding the next steps towards peace-
Aauﬂlmmavallahltdnﬂgputmd the reads " should be “met with ng.ﬁnypumanddrwhmmmd building. President’s Rule would prove
ind 63.1 per cent plary costs to address this issue. The FOR COMMON GOOD tobeaworthy decisionif peace and har-
i us-u. 'has28USC§ 1927, which pro- THISREFERSTO ‘Openand  mony prevail i
ayc:unwnmmi\crpdmlmgmhﬂy to play in the process. Any i ap- m“r roleinen-  vides for i robust’ (IE.FehnuryB)Manm:when s
saturated. icats ich pri T i their jur tion. Legislati i judi Ch Keraia
tion has become i with We. i where gnmnryounds existand basedon  cial efficiency, such as Ireland’s Court sus on the regulation and utilisation of
active steps from all being f late we mﬂn established legal principles. Taking a strong P:mm:lr@ [Dchys)m 2024, are other av- Al for the common good, India and EMPOWER MOTHERS
critically important. ith stand, the SC : and make the France acted as the voice of reason. They
The adage “justice delayed is justice de- mmanmmmmh justifiably delay matters, “the courts need to dnvuyafj\mnmcﬁ‘.dm i ‘THIS REFERS TC ‘Silent revo-
nied” has been oft-repeated in light of the in- wlﬂnhlnunwhxsnwu' Reading some of  be vigilant and nip any such attempt in the The Supreme Court rightly notes that “de- confidence in people, and, is more im-  lution: Dmpm unschooled mothers
i i di Aper- in, we are left towonder  bud instantly™, nial of speedy and timely justice can be dis- portantly, from47%to. (IE, February 13).
tinent question arises: On whom does the mmummmmm The goals of justice require a balance be-  astrous to rule of law in the long term.” As mmﬂxwam(}nm ‘The report highlights a significant rise in
justice i tween the speedy disposal of cases and en-  thecourt. ini mmlmlusaﬂ rmtzmiedml‘xmlwdsinmrdhﬂi;
1y behalf. before their sif i i tion of justice feeds on the faith of the citi- llecti
Judici there. con- i impinge Thism- zmwmdmm:ngshwldbcmmmn Mwﬂbﬂmﬂmmw in shaping an informed and aware gen-
tributors to prolonged litigation. ruleoflaw, v systermic. remotely shake that faith and the G eration. Research consistently shows that
Arecent j 30,2024) i i i f 1 itheach whizm;xdnlylmnhmmmle SSPaul Nodie  children perform better academically
by the Supreme Court in K Vadivel v K Shanthi mamvmd\nuym;fwjunim Itis rrspmsihﬂnymmnddngugﬂrmadun— steps to ensure faster case disposal, the prob- when their mothers are educated. This
Et)lspruvndtsms;hsﬁundnwmm time that such frivolous an views | i Il L()OK BEYOND WORK quiet revolution requires policy rein-
i ceedings are met with dur.- slnmons in dlt d ﬂu-ﬁmeum.n isevident thatevery  stakeholders. All parties involved, and per- furtcmenl and targeted support.
ano-dtwfﬂmeBmchufmhhdms formduullplaymns dissuade parties hapssociﬂyallilge mustulmcnthu!- THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The hero  Investing ' education today is
HighCourti wherethe AR tities and indivi it 1l as judges and (IE, February 13) The ed- thckeymbuiduuauu}yunpowavd
was regit in 2013, final The d i unllsejudxual remedies in a responsible, itorial presents a
duded in 2019, all the on their role in reducing delay.  time-bound and prudent manner. against toxic work culture. Most of us no s:upmmw
Mbymmmunnmlmueu: delay”. thecourt v i
interface for as- the critical role of the legal pro-  til issigni The writeris general counsel, 10K Bank

epapor.lndlanexpfo- - .
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES

UsS ALL

AN INTOLERABLE TOLL

Second Kumbh tragedy calls into question crowd management
measures. Accountability must be fixed, lessons learnt
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WORDLY WISE
NEVER THINK THAT WAR, NO MATTER HOW
NECESSARY, NOR HOW JUSTIFIED, IS NOT A CRIME.
w— ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Imbalance of power

Trump-Modi summit was, of course, not without
benefits to India, but benefits for the US are greater

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

THE DAY BEGAN on a business note, Asked
whether Elon Musk, earlier in the day, met
Prime Muusm Narendra Mad: ﬁx pcrsoml

czlarmmnsmwdraNechl\lRalway of fac-
tors — the delay of number of travellers
omplemmmannmmmmrdaspeculmnwhnmkdmacmwdsurgmgmmnis
ﬂm"'-" Th
iled i ionintoth .-.u.:m.vmmwmmmmdmhgmmmmy
aster. But one thing is already clear: The peners for the au-
mmrmmmmnmhmdmdmdmmmd

ernment, Pmsldenl Donald Trump sald it
could well be for his companies. He also im-
mediately added that it was very difficult to
do business in India, especially because
of tariffs.

The day also ended on a business note.
After the summll mzeung ‘lhmp and

nearly wentwrong. It's
wellhwwnmamlw:y!ahmsmdhmdtpmmmxdahwuununnlﬁnﬂldu-

il season. Like their at venues of religious gatherings, officials at
dleselﬁl\spnn hubs should be alert to anything that can trigger panic or ardety. But, by
all accounts, tht auhnnnns atthe New Ddhn Padwny Station were caught off guard on
Saturday. wquiry .gprofansenﬂhemn-

deals. No flounish of high principles impeded
the flow of business. No “defining relation-
ship of the century”, as Barack Obama would
often say. Beyond the tired rhetoric of friend-
ship between the world's largest democracy
and its oldest, democracy or freedom, as
terms of discourse, did not figure in the

motion, it mast also fix. fai d

stampede. The probe and the subsequent action must be fair and transparent.
Cruwds are mevnnhlc Be n a rock concert or a religious ymenn;. thz challenge of

public
This was neither surprising nor unex-
pected. For both Modi and Trump, winning

In2013, elections is the only meaning of democracy.
ly i inthe de that reli- Itis not a higher value to be promoted, nor
gious il "'T“"'hrnﬂﬂyﬂﬂpﬂmnmnhtsnmpedumme does it mean enlarging the sphere of citizen
country. That year, a atthe (now F Railway Station during heed?ms. "‘d“d:r“hlng the P",“;"“‘,‘"
Kumbh claimed 42 ives Since then, the National Disaster Management Authority has  Gecks uh outs rsciont Xt Tomine e
framed detailed guideli Yet, i L i ingCovid puta serious pause, in hisfirst term,
donotalways: Imiy. In Vears, ex- toan ing personal warmth between
d insanu help them as well as a possibility of deepening
e ¢ sror crowd d =ufpnsul! state-level cooperation.
= i i uxuxlhekumhhvmuelhls:u ot country is, not how undemocratic it might be.
g - RS Viadimir Putin remains an object of fascina-
art d sites as well as at transit junctions for devotees, tion for him, and the ideathat the less power-
Most railway busy days.C: i il ful Ukraine should, and can, be persuaded to
safetyand i be ive and well-  partwithtemitory i i

being and security of passengers at these stations. The imperative should be to ensure
that pilgrims, migrants, workers, tourists and vacationers who use this mode of trans-
port are safe, at the station and during the commute. The most sincere tribute to the vic-
tims of Saturday’s calamity would be to it—and that stam-
pedes, and the toll they take, become a thing of the past.

EASE OF TAXPAYING

New Income Tax Bill is welcome — it omits outdated provisions,
restructures sections, simplifies language
HERECENTLY PRESENTED for 2025-26 will god that pro-

ulated in Trump's policy circles, including just
before the meeting with Modi. Canada as a
Sist state of the US follows the same pring-
ple. The less powerful, in Trump's view should
am:_g the supremacy of the more powerful
tough
and unpleasant. The issue is not equality or
dignity; it is pure power.
Modi had to operate within this larger
wedbegh E

relative power, Modi did not come to the
meeting as an equal partner, but as a junior
partner. Consider what Modi has agreed todo

My claim is not that India
should not lower tariffs. A
more open trade regime will
arguably be good in the
longer run. But that is not
what is involved here. India
will lower tariffs to
accommodate Trump's
power, not decrease them
across the board for the sake
of economic efficiency.

on trade. In full public view, Trump

-auses and

That

to task for India having onerous tariffs, and re-
iterated the idea of “reciprocal tasiffs" If India
levies a 30 per cent tariff on US goods, the US

quences. The real rus:n is that the Indian
economy under Modi is not generating
enough pln making it possible for gangs to

by stating it was a new trade principle for the
US now. It would even affect a friendly
FEuropean Union, a larger trade partner.
‘What was Modi's response? He said he
Id aim.
$500 billion by 2030, Last year, the value of
US-India trade was $ 192 billion. India's exports
tothe US, both goods and services, were worth
$119 billion and imports worth $73 billion,
leading to a US trade deficit of $46 billion.
India, of course, is not even amang the top 10
trading partners of the US. Canada, Mexico,
China, and the European Union are the top
four, trading goods and services worth be-
tween $800 billion to $13 trillion. America's
! itwit $200-

The Trump-Modi summit was, of course,
notwithout benefits to India evenif the ben-
efits for the US are greater. Ratcheting up the
defence partnership with the US is a good
idea. For far too long, India has relied on
Russian weaponry. Russia may have won
battles in Ukraine, but even after nearly three
years, it has not yet won the war against its
smaller neighbour. Among other things, it
speaks ill of the quality of Russian weapons.
India must diversify its sources of arms as
well i i
logical upgrading.

Collaboration in cutting-edge new tech-
nologies — artificial intelligence, quantum

$300billion, whichis larger than the total vol-
umeof trade with India. That is why the loud-
est complaints have been against them.

But for India to reach $500 billion by 2030
mnnsmm\iylhak it will lose $45-$50 bil-

trade, but also

etc — is also highly beneficial.
India ilicon Valley h iti

of cooperation in the information technol-
ogy sector. But the sector is changing rapidly
and India needs to gear up, China might al-
mdyhmsuknamnﬂlmmnfm
domains, despite being

import US goods and services worth $250 bil-
lion, while exporting to the US for a roughly
identical amount. '_l'hal is wmr a_c(epu’ng

hdurd in thu 19905 and 2000s. lncl&nnlly
which

Tnlnp prmsed lndxa 's “intellects” and na-

Trump's
Idon’twi i My clai

that India should not lower tariffs. A more

open trade regime will arguably be good in

the longer run. But that is not what is involved

here. India will lower tariffs toaccommodate:

boardfoftt!sakzolxmumttﬁumq

Nnmltvel.menust surprising silence
wias on H-18B visas, of which India has been a
great beneficiary, At another level, however,
itis not a big surprise, The duel between San
Francisco and MAGA, two different bases of
Trump, remains unsettled. Musk and his ilk
‘would like Indian tech professionals to come

Asimilar logic ic pro-
nouncement that he would take back allille-
gal Indianimmigrants in the US. The latest es-
timates are from 2022. They range lmm

in large The MAGA base thinks
Indans work for smaller nlain compared

After all s said and done, Trump’s desire

(Dx )
ouu'illl.ﬂﬂ)[hwﬁ&lrmcmlw
India should unguestionably accept “illegals™
back. But that is not why Modi is doing it. He
isserving Trump's greater power on a key is-

to demand e (O POWeT Was ex-
pected. That Modi would succumb so easily
came as a surprise.

Tluwnurusd(bﬂdnmpuﬁsmru]

sueof
ence, Modi blamed the illegal Indian immi-
gration on some gangs duping poor Indians,
essentially charging the gangs with human

Social Sciences
at Brown University, where he also directs the
Saxena Center for Contemporary South Asio at

the Watson Institute. Views are persanal

vndzdlndnsmmenxpm nxeagreasthﬂrmrnherls.nhnvrmme
size of
ahitofRs 1 hkhcmlnltvznu!s(urr@m munaxgmblymrsubsm
tive move — ry reform as well
governance — uﬂ!mﬂudmﬂnnofﬁtnzwkxnmhx&ﬂmﬂwa@ngh@ﬂms—
sion of Parliament. The new Bill, which is now beil

A FAMILY MAN

Photo-op featuring Elon Musk and his children with PM Modi tells many stories

LokSabha, i as well as simplify th

to 1961 Itisin i i d i 's move to abolish 15000b-

solete laws while updating and amending others. P()()]A PiLLAIL

The new Bill is just half the length of the law asit cuts the total

“w evenas sectionsand Thishas been BILLIONAIRE AND FIRST Buddy of the United ily it irmoth-  risk o civilisation th ing"

y r-li-dpomnumﬂwhlwmﬂ!hw States of America, Tech savant and wannabe ers’, perhaps, going by the tweet That this i by i

guage. Forinstance, there wil ingle g the coloniser of Mars. Edgelord. Elon Musk wears from X's mother, Claire Boucher, better ive base that T ind
i i am.m will find it easier many more Acap he wore known as Grimes: “He should not be in pub- hummpuwnunnmbewnmm

law, mm;mnnmmthammmmmmmm&m
ple, and “deemed”,

whxhanmldmhngxlmhasbcenmplxzdby‘mm in key places, Perhaps the
mast eye-catching change that will muﬂ!mmmlhcwamlsd‘edmpplns

at a recent press conference with US
President Donald Trump in the Oval Office,
as well as his meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He's also, as seen in recent
photos, including ones from the two official

above.a

of thrphnse(md concept of) year” since it re-

With
- X" for short — perched

placingit 'ptof “taxyear”. The: Bill his son X£E A-Xn
thecapital assets' umbrella. It will I “vir-

1 " such 1i e b ok nal figure. "Faxhtrullhcyeal’assnmem
3 ins. 5 5 ingsoc and if not that,
This new Bill is not achange as the Bh, Nyaya Sanhita replacing ity thanhis
the Bharatiya Danda Sanhita, the original intent of the Bill was only to make the Act “con- nunypubbtpmlmmrmﬂﬁs on unions
cise, lucid, easy’ d and ”, But gi laws are difficult to and workers' rights, vaccines, the “woke
read and easy to they lead to and i and do vil\ls".mntrng!malﬂm—convam
mun.'mm(hcmdmmwemdmmlmmnhwwsd the receptors
se, The simplification has by di thatwon'tup- that warmth

end the existing jurisprudence — wnndnmlhmuxldhmkdmm:humu
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aMadzsurmbehkrd" as per his biogra-
pher Walter Isaacson's description. A man,
in fact, who revels in the com of his
child, indulging him and proudly showing
him off to the world and its leaders.

Going simply by recent photo-ops, it does
seem like Musk is intent on continuing the
“family affairs” vibe that was so prominent
during Trump 1.0. Iif vanka, Don Jr, Barron
and n(hers fmm the Pmsickm’s large broad

years, nnnmfournuyverywdlseeﬂw
spotlight on X and his 10 siblings — not nec-

The billionaire has not been
shy about his views on the
birth rate, population and
children: The firstis in
serious dedline, particularly in
the developed world; the
second cannot be allowed to
shrink if the economy is to
grow; and only having more
and more of the third can
prwcm (hL ca(astmplw ofa
c decline.

lic like this™). We are likely to see more of

hm it's not just because of fears about how

them (or, at least,
cause it softens the billionaire CEO's sharp
angles, making him seem more approach-
able, less polarising and, almost certainly,
more human, What can be more relatable
than a doting dad carrying his little tyke
piggy-back? Or beaming as a world leader
describes one of them as having “high 1Q"
(Trump about X} or bestows presents on
lh:m(NMndutlusnmn;whtu\mc

were there no peo-

plenopmplt up. Musk has b«ncamfullo

—allhnmhlsbdxddmumnpcopkm
duty-bound to propagate their kind has

ye,
genics — but among the MAGA-ists, the old
bogeys about divorce, cunnaczpnnn{abu-
tion, “single cat ladies™, queer marriage and
the decline of Ammnn culture hold sway.

of Musk's chil along

with the Tesla CEQ's partner, Shivon Zilis, and
the children’s nanny)?

But Musk, much like his expansive CV, is
not soeasy to encapsulate. No doubt, his chil-
drenare a source of great joy to him — even if
one of them is currently estranged from him

Musk wanting
several more children of his own; indeed, the
first two of his three children with his cur-
rent partner Zilis, an executive at his com-
pany Neuralink, were born via IVF, after Musk
encouraged her, as a “smart person”, to have
children and offered to father them. At the

— butin the public eye, they also functionas  time, he was married to X's mother Boucher,
the best promotion rhnpmnxalm pcm- with whom he was having his second of
tion. The billionai about three kids vi, Healso,

time,

views on the birth rate, pnptdmcnamml-
dmn The first is in serious decline, pimm-

already shared five children with his first
wife, Justine \MlsmLT‘hen 'sno msnng

the
mbea.\bmdmitvmklmtmwlsm
£row; aMumthngnmaMmeddw
third c; of ademo-
graphicdecline, “Hunuuly‘s;mimml’
is what Musk has called it —"a much bigger

thisveryc tree:
As far as children are concerned, Musk be-
lieves the more, the merrier. So what if only
the world's richest man can afford them?

pooja pillai@expressindia.com

FEBRUARY 17,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

THE SAME PARTY
THE FRIME MINIS'I'ER, Rajiv (‘.andhi.

same party
the Centre and in the states.. Addtesnngaz-
ries of election meetings in Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, he said close coop-
eration between the central and state gov-
ernments was necessary to achieve opti-
mum progress. He added the Congress (1)
Government had received a massive man-
dalzinlhemml.nksd:hamllsmdwmd
take a number of steps to fulfil lhc promises
made tothe people. He severely criticised the

Andhra Pradesh.

Karnataka for what he called “finding ex-
cuses for their poor performance.”

CHAOS IN J&K ASSEMBLY

RECORDS WERE SET in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly when three out of the
nine questions taken up during question
hour were deferred and the motion of
thanks on the Governor's address was
moved and seconded by members ather
than those belonging to the ruling party.
The House witnessed noisy scenes, ex-
change of abusive language and walkouts.

Two walk: were staged by National

Yadesh,
West Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir and

Conference (Farooq) members and one by

the Panthers Party president Bhim Singh.

OPENING ECONOMY

THE PROPOSED LIBERALISATION of imports
with a view to exposing the Indian industry
to foreign competition and curtailment of
rhe present export subsidies have become
of the
budget. The Finance Ministry seems tobe in
favour of hmh mcse measures but is facing
Stiff jes as well
as The matter has

to the Prime Minister
dered i 3

ionintoall ssoects
of the issue before a final decision is taken,
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SCIENCE

-enabled cameras in Similipal Ti

er

eserve send poaching plummeting

The devices are tucked away in the reserve’s thick vegetation. When they sense movement, they capture an image, and then use a built-in chip to sort between object classes

such as “animals. ‘humans, and *vehicles” in the image. If the chip deems it necessary

Nikhil Sreekandan

“ ast year, we lost two of our

men to poachers,” Samrat

Gowda, deputy director of
the Similipal Tiger Reserve
in Odisha, said. “Every time we come
across them, the poachers are armed with
a loaded gun.”

But such encounters have become
much less common of kute. As part of an
early alert system called TrallGuard Al
the Similipal Tiger Reserve was fitted with
100150 cameras loaded with an artificial
intelligence (A1) model. The cameras relay
images of people and wildlife entering the
forest to the model, which looks for
poachers among them,

“Earlier, we didn't know when
poachers entered, Now we have clear
Information about the area the poachers
are in, 50 our people are prepared,”
Gowda said,

In the last 10 months, TrallGuard Al
has helped wildlife officialy at Similipal
arrest 96 poachers and selze more than
86 country-made guns, In December
alone, the team arrested over 40
poachers,

“House raids based on photo

LML

W

\‘.‘\_’A\

A TraliGuard Al camera unit seen at Similipal Tiger Reserve. SPECIAL AR GENENT

camera can transmit the image to an end-user in 40 seconds

THE GIST

Over the last 10 months,
TrailGuard Al has helped
wildlife officials arrest 96
poachers and selze more than
86 country-made guns. In
December alone, over 40
poachers were arrested.
Officials say, House raids
based on phatos have
provided very good results’
-

The TrallGuard system

the size of & notepad. They

are attached ush
two-metre-long cable. The
battery has a life of six
months to one year based on
the number of photos it
sends

-

The technology Is being

deployed in fi
more than 14

identification have given very good forest, we will raid their house or village Catching poachers still lsn't forest department uses regular camera boen Impleme

results,” according to Gowda, “If this and arrest the person and forward them hiforward. Offickal S traps in areas with no network, rendering Kanha Tiger Reserve in

trend continues, I'm hopeful poaching to the court with proper documentation,” - it almost impossible for anyone in the Madhya Pradesh and Dudhwa

can be reduced by at least BO%, Once that | according to Gowda. . " ks (0 forest to not be caught on camera, National Park in Uttar

happens, naturally, our people will be He also stressed the importance of i 3 But one result of this surveillance is Pradesh with 20 and 10

safer, along with the forest and wildlife.” prouctive enforcement mechanisms w ! 4 that many villagers have stopped going cameras, respectively, as part

hacking up the inputs provided by che ) collec into the forest for fear of being mistaken of efforts to mitigate

vactive enforcement TrailGuard, "Getting photos is the easy 4 oy are for poachers and arrested. Their ability to human-wikde confict

The Al-enabled cameras are tucked away part, but after that what you do is most g .V o - collect firewood and other nontimber

in the reserve's thick vegetation. They
operate on a low-power mode by default
but switch to a high-power mode when
they sense movement, and capture an
Image. The camera then performs Al
inference on the edge, meaning it uses the
chip inside to sort between various object
c such as ‘animals’, *humans’, and
“vehicles' in the image. If the Al deems it
necessary, it autonomously transmits an
image using the cellular system attached
to the camera to an end-user in 30-40
seconds.

“We have set up a control room in our
headquarters, with a big screen, where
we are alerted whenever there is a photo
update,” Gowda said. “We then
immediately transmit the information on
our WhatsApp groups and VHF radio.”

Catching poachers in the forest still
fsn't straightforward. Wildlife officials use
intelligence sources to identify the
poachers caught on camera, These
sources include their regular staff, who go
undercover with poachers to collect
Information about who they are, the
villages they hail from, and other details.

“Once we get 100% confirmation that
these are the people that entered the

BIG SHOT

(N

important. We are actively going and
raiding [houses] and bringing people in.
So both the technology and our
on-ground efforts complement each other
to give us good results,” he added.

According to the latest department
report, the arrests in 2024 led to one
conviction, obtained within six months
fast, according to Gowda. His colleagues
are hoping for two or three more
convictions soon.

Smaller, cheaper, durable

TrailGuard Al was conceived and made by
Nightjar Technologies, a social impact
enterprise in Gurgaon that develops
remote surveillance devices for
conservation settingy.

Its founder Piyush Yadav singled the
TrailGuard camera systems out for praise.
“There are two units,” he explained, “One
is the camera unit, the size of a pen, and
the other is the battery/communication
unit, the size of a notepad. They are
attached using a two-metre-long cable. So
it's not bulky but is rather a spread out
design.”

Bu cording to Gowda, TrallGuard's
best feature is its battery life, He said it

lasts for "six months to one year based on
the number of photos it sends,” meaning
officials don't have to make regular trips
to replace batteries ~ a blessing in the
challenging terrain of Similipal.

According to Yadav, TrallGuard Al
cameras cost roughly T 50,000-53,000
per unit,

Access to tribal communities
The villages in and around Similipal are
occupied by tribal communities, Hunting
is part of their culture, even if many of
them have moved away to other forms of
sustenance, They need to be able to
acoess the forest, too,

“The tiger reserve has traditionally had
a lot of incursions from neighbouring
communities around Similipal,” said
Aditya Panda, a naturalist, wildlife
conservationist, and the honorary wikdlife
warden of Satkosia Tiger Reserve in the
same State, "People come in large
numbers to eng; bushmeat
poaching.”

Apart from TrallGuard cameras, the

An image of an aurora was captured by cameras onboard the international Space Station on Febeuary 1 at an altitude of 419 km southwest of the coast of Westerm Australia. its
location makes this an example of aurors australis — the southem lights. Nasa

forest products has concomitantly
declined,

“We are discussing with the [local]
people and are facilitating safer ways
access the forest, bes
that be
restricted,” Gowda said,

Wider use-case, adoption
The TrailGuard system has been an

it shouldn't be
se of one poacher everyone is

effective anti-poaching tool and Panda
believes it can do more, “I think this sort

of technology can be a gamechanger
when it comes to patrolling and
monitoring our protected areas, not ¢

also in monitoring wildlife,” he
We have deployment ongoing in §

mly

to intercept illegal entry and incursions
b 1.

ive

States right now, at more than 14 sites,”

Yadav said of TrallGuard. It has also been
implemented in the Kanha Tiger Reserve
in Madhya Pradesh and Dudhwa National

Park in Uttar Pradesh with 20 and 10
cameras respectively, as part of effort:
mitigate human-wildlife conflict,

S to

(Nikhil Sreekandan is an independent
Journalist who specialises in writing abowt

the environment.
nsreekandan@gmail com)

WHAT IS 1T?

Carbon capture: a pricey fix?

Vasudevan Mukunth

Global warming is the result
of certain greenhouse gases
— but especially carbon
dioxide (COs) ~ building up in
the air and preventing the
planet from cooling as
quickly as it would without
them. Although some natural
processes emit these gases,
their build-up to dangerous
levels is entirely due to
emissions from human
industrial activity, including
the combustion of fossil fuels
like coal and petrol.T

The human response to
climate change has two
prongs: adaptation and
mitigation, Adaptation deals
with how the world, its
people, and their activities
can adjust to an increasingly
warming world, Mitigation is
concerned with reducing CO:
emissions.

An important type of
technology that straddles
both these efforts is carbon
capture and sequestration
(CCS). Here, a device sucks
carbon or CO; out of an
emission source, like the
chimneys of a power plant,
or the atmosphere itself,
converts it to a different
form, and stores it in a sealed
container,

[N
Representative image of a refinery. 8RO TAxES PHOTOS
CCS has been controversial: among others,

researchers have said it could create more
‘room' to pollute by removing CO; from the air.

A study published on February 9 in the journal

Environmental Science & Technology has now
reported that deploying CCS technologies will
also be more expensive than switching to
renewable energy. According to the paper,
policies that promote CCS "to reduce or offset
CO: emissions” in 149 countries will incur
9-12-times the social cost of those countries
switching entirely to wind, water, and solar
power,

~

For feedback and suggestions

for ‘Science, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.ln with the subject 'Daily
page’
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Waron hlghways : The devastating costof India’s road acadents

PANORAMA

creasing by 9% every year.

This utterly shocking figure reveals the
insensitive nature of our policymakers,
countrymen to a humanitar-

that is unparalieled in the history

PANDURANG HEGDE g0 but .'!," Fosrown pe .:: Kmh(ll())m'lhmlNadu(lm)
mong infrastructure projects, road  thevery mpan Tk of ot it 0n ooy
construction £ b\rrthrwp«mkdmn Nearly 80% of those killed are below 45  leaders, and
inent aspects of modern i daccid ing they primary  ian cris
development. In addition to helping peo-  deaths aday. wage eamers in the family. Assuming an  ofany country,

ple traved, roads facilitate the movement

According to Union Minister of Road

average hnnl.y. size of four, this means it

Where do these accidents hap-
pen? More than half (52%) of accidents
occur on national or state highways,
which form just 5% of the total road net-

olmndsmkngdml«vdl-& ys Nirin Gadkard, imp:

isthe “Everyyear, 4.6 lakhaccidents occur, lead-  inj affect 17.7 lakh people. The tan-
mnicmrm!y. ingtothedeathsof 1.68lakh people. Weare  gible economic losses are visible in med-

However, in India, road network expan-  losing an esnmnud INof lndn‘s Gbp hc- ical i claims,
sulhupnudwu'ﬂlybeenuwonmmled d damage, and inistrati But
it id deathtolli | the b the Jthe loss
leading to huge economic, financial, and  Eveni have fought, thedeathtoll - of a are beyond measure.
N has chi > As a consequence, the economic impact
War, by definition, brings destruction— India holds the grim distinc-  of this ongoing war is well over 3% of the

lnmnlhunun livesand| property, rem!nns
loss for the

well as their citizens, That is why warring

nations attempt to bring in a ceasefire.

Contrary to this, in India, we wage a war  road

everyday, all through the year, without any
attempt at a ceasefire.
Strangely, this war is not against a for-

Obviously,
tion of having the highest number of road

gross domestic product; the World Bag
estimated the cost to be 5-7% of GDP.

ink  the primary cause

icle  work. Shiny new national highways. hailed

as symbols of progress, often lack basic
engineering design features hk proper

leading to ac

P oo actiitios of

cidents. w’mlm mnmtuw almost
70% of the registered vehi In India,
roadsare shared bypv.-des(ﬂam, animnls.
and vehicles of different kinds that lead
to more fatal accidents, as there is no
designated footpath or demarcation for

vehicles,

to the World Health Organ-
isation, enforcement of speed limits and
drunk drMnssmm‘!Zl ona wdtd(}l().

madsahy

India must now launch a nationwide
campaign to stop this war, There is an
urmlomammﬂmmm
the accid
measures and relevant laws and to create
awareness among the general public, So
far we have not set the targets and assume

thatwe

mmmwhthnu(mly‘ﬁojmlhn

\Vnh s\n:h weak

haveenor
&

with unsafe

Y.

ally becoming death traps,
In nearly 78% of cases, driver error is
eedi

T

tion hic haveno
preventive mechanism 10 save lhe hw-sol

issue, we 5P
Etical,

pon mlnkny hm from the enm\' political

celerate rather

accident deaths globally. What makes drunk driving, and hit-and-run inci IMnatopledlheNathn\alRmdSﬂlﬂy ulen(omngme lnwscvolvmgmtnnd
this even more tragic is that most of these Memnomhn:mn:mdkm- bcummcprmpmlylmﬁnlldwhmlc Policy in 2010. It suggested the formation uluyrmmk.wdmng:hehehw
deaths could haveb Instead, dy about 2% and hi whlcwblwmvnﬂmnnlm MnNninnd d Saf mmpwp. to
idents per lakh ion have  than the budget of 6% of GDP. wo, favourtheau- — the d fetyandevolve ~ bemore d considerate towards
been rising—by a staggering 84% in just anonlymdth:wd‘svchldctramc wmob!clohlryl‘ “,“ e forits impl fellow citi hose i most.
onedecade (1980-1990). Goaleadswith 222 India accounts for the highest number of  vehicles hasis ince 2000, By alk a of the cess on (The writer tsa furmer and Uttare
d Takh i by  accident deaths in the workd, which isin- but road expansion has lagged atjust 39%, s ddiesel, a National Ry Kannade s

Nointernational body is searching for hundreds of Yazidi women still held captive by
the Islamist terrorists. Their fate depends on activists, relatives and armchair detectives

EVE SAMPSON
he investigator's eyes dart be-
tween the two photographs.

In one, a young girl, maybe
10, is wearing a colorful shirt,
her hair loose. In the other, a
. womm,hn'lmm_dn::.dtf
hijab, stares into the camera.

The first picture is among hundreds of
images of young girls sent in by families
napped years ago, when militants from the
Islamic State first roared to power in Iraq
and Syria. The pictures of older women
come in froma variety of sources.

The woman examining the photo-

become skilled at finding the
n-|lmg detail ﬂm might help mn!lrm an

identi
identity

But she is not a professional investigator.
Her name is Pari Ibrahim, and by day she
is the executive director of a nonprofit in
suburban Maryland.

At mxhl.bymc of alaptop screen,
that she scours the photos, hoping to
locate women taken captive as long as a
decade ago.

1 he I'mworkl

!vilmisgirlhsnnmw:mnunbtm

tified,” said [beahim, d the
Mplwmg:plnmvh:gdwlmshr
mylﬂm »lhehwolmdpps.puhq.wl

the same person.

“Ten years br\mu a lot of change into
someone’s face and appearance,”she said.
“I's noteasy.”

The missing are all members of
areligious minority, the Yazidi, whowerea

State, lunched in 2014. In the years that fol-
lowed, ing to a United Nati

P
Bashar al-Assad's

T

Amateursleuths helprescue
womenin ISIS captivity

mission, the militants murdered, enslaved,
raped and tortured at will‘ Some 3,100

dmes thiat i "
tnlnmnluddtm-ng,mcofwim

th, 1.

u.-rlhtmlol vualml\m

sertof Syria. Captive Yazidi wom-
en there are forced to live alongside 1SIS

High time Mysuru
airportgotupgrade

expansion of Mysuru
Airport promises signifi-
cant benefits rorbot dn.'

local population.

ing regions. A Iocy r

the extension of the runway
from its current 1.7 km to 3.5
lm, allowing the airport to ac-
commaodate karger, wide-body
aircraft like the Boeing 777 and

demand for real estate, con-
tributing to higlml' property
prices due to supply-demand
imbalances.

However, challenges such
as high food inflation have im-
is  pacted ing power. De-
mand-side factors, such as
income transfer schemes for
Ids, also
influence consumer spending

trerns. Despite these chal-

es, Mysuru's expanding
ha d for-

tional connectivity.

The establishment of a dedi-
cated cargo terminal at Mysuru
Airportwill beagame-changer
for n-pulul trade. It mll facili-

cign direct investment (FDD,
with major industries, large
companies, and retail brands
looking to establish a presence
inthecity.

Ty

tate the free
q4 du

nccﬂng local markets to inm- at

national ones. For example,

load
nearby airports, particular-
ly at Bengaluru, by offering a

with a decline in Brazilian cof-  more convenient and direct
fee production due to adverse  connection for travellers. My-
weather, _ suru's fa-
global de- ~ vourable
mand for weather
Kodagu and flat
coffee has terrain
increased. allow for
Expanded year-round
cargo fa- operations
cilities will of large
help reduce aircraft
logistics costs,  like the Boeing 777 and Airbus

beneﬂllng boih farmers u’\: A.'.lso. Asa Tier-2 city, Mysuru
ingdis-

e-commerce sector will see  tricts such as Kodagu, Chama-
smaother Hassan, and Man-

- d,a. 't b

Growth opportunities To the expan-
Tourism: A major driver of sion of the airport, improve-

hire gl members and their families, The camp, in Mysuru's economy, tourism ments in road infrastructure
Yazidis were killed and kidnapped mnlrlhcmwldluwrhmdunrsoﬂnr beenfoundin  whichthousandsof peopleare held, isdan- will get a boost with the ex-  are essential. For instance, the
in August 2014 alone, ‘ 0 ISIS memb ul‘nr gerous —murders are common and there pansion of Mysuru Airport. In - Mysuru-Gundluper National
Now, more than half a decade since the member of the unofficial network, nmyas’l\lrkylnd the Gaza Stri - havebeen reportsof beheadings. 2024 Mysuruatracted around y (NH 766) should be
Islamic State's self-proclaimed caliphate  Abduallah Abbas Khalaf, helped free his  er Yazidis have ended up al cmgdt& For the network of rescuers, Al Hol pre- 40 lakh tourists, a number ex- toafour-lane highway,
|n9ynanndlquLmdy2.600Ymdh niece from the Istamic State in 2014 using amminwmmdcdmddnngmu sents a special challenge. Captives there pected to rise with improved  starting from Kalale Gate. The
he made working as a bee-  desert. are reluctant to identify themselves as airport infrastructure. Known  existing two-lane stretch expe-
him's nonprofit, the Free Yezidi Founda-  keeper and honey vendor in Aleppo, Syria. Abmx&ﬁOOYuﬁdnhmmumsnﬂm Yazidis for fear that the ISIS members in for its rich heritage, the city  riences high-speed traffic and
tion: in 2022, the UN RdngmAguu:ypul Khalaf, who s Yazidi and is based in Traq.  get back to their famils toNa-  their midss of whomh i will benefit from better con-  frequent overtaking, particu-
says he went on to help free other captives  dia's Initiative, another nong group  themsel i lis , will nectivity, with taxis, cabs, and  larlydue tothe night trafficban
which uses an alcmnlxve spding for the  through a variety of methods, including  that workswith the Yazidi, target them. Others may have been taken buses ensuring easy access to  imposed in the Bandipur Na-
ahnmlmkm gmup. pmvldﬂ support  impersonating militants online. The upheavals in the Middle East over  captive when the ok the airport. tonal Park, Mudumalai (Tamil
Khalaf shared screenshots from what  the past year and a hall have further com-  their heritage. Mysuru is already a key des-  Nadu),and Muthanga (Kerala)
Many are pnsum«i dend. but [brahim  app w be ISIS channels  plicated efk | jssi “The way they were enslaved outside Al tination for yoga enthusiasts, reserve forests. Expanding the
is hopeful that as many as 1,000 are still - on which women and children were being ~ people. In Irag, for example, the govern- Hulamp they are enslaved inside — the and better air connectivity highway will ease congestion
in mpmdty. held by their k or ment mlydmgd ateam of interna-  torture, everything." said the camp's di- will make it more accessible and ensure smoother travel,
to fighters' extended families  hoggli The Tl 1SIS crim rector, Jihan Hanan, who hasworked with for more visitors for yoga and  especially for those relying on
throughout the Middle East. nbfmmdcpmdcmlyvrnlylkwmzd ‘wind down their work. Yazidi investigators to help extricate cap- wellness retreats. The govern-  the improved airport and con
hthe UNE f - the images because many of the channels - In Syria. the ouster of President Bashar  tivesin the camp. ment’s modified UDAN (Ude  nectivity.
the Yazidis genocide, the UN agency man-  have since been made privateordeleted. — alAssad has led both 1o hope and fear  Whena Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme,  Theexpansionof MysuruAir-
dated to collect evidence of ISISatrocities At the height of the Islamic's State's  among Yazidis, They want to take the op-  asa poulhle Yazidi captive, Hanan works whichaimstoenhanceregional  port holds immense potential
ceased operating st year. There isnooffi- m(@mnwponlonsmsmawlmqnm portunity to search for the missing, but  with security guards t arrange a discreet connectivityto 120 newdestina-  forgrowthin trade, tourism, and
Y g the women it the enslavemnent and sale of  worry that instability may pave thewayfor  interview. Hanan said she had seen seven lon: further m\nll devel
—and their children. ducted openly. Later,ithe-  anlISIS: Yazidi girls and women liberated from Al mnmvnimwdmm on. By improving car-
Thattask has b k L di P id. Mdmuiphlefd]mml!) ISISfight-  Holinat least the past two years. Wdorlwﬂu sn facilities, tourism
ing network of activists, survivors, family — and girls have been bought and sold onli But it is not always simple. Some Yazidi Economic growth: Mysuru's , and connectiv-
informants and amateur detec:  and then transferred across national bor- awvumﬂ:dm‘fnmymuwom women who have given birth to their cap- cconomy is steadily growing, ly.nmlhm-amtmm
tives like Ibrahim, a Yazidi whose family dersquiedy makingtheworkofthosewho  were y their tors' babies fear their children may not be i and o
Teft Traq in the early 1990s. The New York ih difficult. ing them into clans lhal accepted by the Yazidi mmmmky Some ing, and information technol- Mysuru. Coupled with the pro-
Times interviewed based in Mary- public Yazidi hy i hy 1d. whohave ogy. As the economy expands,  posed improvements in road
land, Germany, Australia, Iraqand Syria. ~ the Captivity for some Yazidis grew still only to be shunned. Still athers who were the disposable income of its  infrastructure, this will pave the
They described a modern-day Under- adsl'ndbe\u:hmeuuwlﬂ- worse after their captors were themselves cauvminyvungchﬂdrmkrmm; population, wﬁldllsmmovtr wayforMysuruto becomeama-
ground Railroad, on which joumeysoﬁen low at the Washington Institute for Near  detain but theircaptors familiesand maynoteven 13 lakh—a
begin with snippets of information and  East Policy, “some women remain Somrmd«l up in Al Hol, a sprawling - realise that they are Yazidi. from the 2011 census. Thil hubinSouth India.
photographs shared via apps.  bylsk affiliates d campin the de-  The New York Times growth is also boosting local  (Thetwriter is an economist)
OUR PAGES £13 OF HISTORY OASIS | SRIDHARPRASAD SACHIDANANDA
et s s Keepyourelders cheerful
Kadidal calls for direct ‘Call anywhere' cards
electionof PM & CMs selling now yfatherisB6 yearsoldandin  for uplifting the mood of our elderly?  in their heyday. This gives theman for him and his fever came down
rrhu\dy zood health.Heis  Such that they stay healthy and opportunity to swap youthful war sto-  instantly, He was amazed by modern
Bangalore. Feb. 16 Bangalore. Feb 16. independentand extremely  smiling? ries. Colleagues, best friends, cousins — technology serving him his favourite
M. Kaictal foemer Chief The Bangakore Telecom District’s Internet savvy. But he often falls sick Social media works for and those kind of people who still  songs using Google voice assistant.
Mindster, has called for direct edection of Virtual Calling Cards (VOC) which can ~ordinary ailments that accompa- me. What is your hack? [ share that generation'sworld-  He never imagined that a tiny device
be used i ny old age. But he has his share of introduced my father to view despite disruptions. One i the family room would take him
gani It b it dox have an thatplungehim  Instagram and tutored of these meetings is worth back that far in his life.
sation, ‘with the STDISL laod good . This affects thespeed  him to use the app. He more than a month of med- Whatever you do or don't, make
aim of launching a new movernent to rupuu-md:mm.-m 16,000 cards of recavery Almost 80% of all his was happy. ication compliance. Trust certain that your elderly eat the food
fy the public life, he said the di . The response was sickness in psychosomatic. He gets to watch funny me you. A birthday party of their choice and enjoy it. Favourite
Iy-dected Prime Minister or Chicf Min- ot v«ymmu inthe beginning For some time now, | have been reelsand learn a lot about with such ‘soul mates’cando  food is ‘non-negotiable’.
bl Julylast dering how to keep himcheerful  the world rapidly changing wonders to their health. Lofty and expensive goodbyes to
oflegisatons. He suggested that there year, But of kate it is picking up. On an and healthy at the same time. Be- around him. He is like a toddler The final hack. After having our elderly serve them no purpose,
need not be the posts of both Governor average, 800 10 1,000 eards are sold cause he does not stir out of the house  who has taken to a new oy, His shown them the crazy world theyare  Simply because they are dead and
and Chief Minister in a State. One of each week," said Mr U'S Krishnamur- unless it is a visit to the doctor’s. He is  mood changed for the better within - in today on social media, take them no kmgcr care. Why not take care of
them would be enough. He favoured the: thy, DGM. Bangalore Telecom District. not to be blamed for the gloominess  minutes of learning to meddle with Imk o lhelvda{wnh movuslnd renrundpml like peo-
continuation of direct, adult franchise, Touse the card, one has to dial an that sets in when one does not get the app. ;F le they are alive? Why perform
but pleaded for clectoral reforms. nccess oode. enough sunshine. The second hack is to invite people ostentatious rituals after their exit?

So, what is a sufficient substitute

home who your elderly were close to,

KL Saigal. I played

heu his favourite (Ixnmrr) singer
e album

Food for thought, isn'tit?
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Modi, Trump talks
signal new dynamics

ime Minister Narendra Modi spent two days in

the United States for his first interaction with the

new a&mnmmn in Washmgton Trade and ille-

gal i d the tal him and
President Donald Trump. Modi had a good rapport with
Trump in his first term and the two are even considered
friends. But Trump 2.0 is a harsher version with more
difficult programmes. Modi was the fourth head of state
to visit Washington after Trump took charge. That might
show India’s place in the American scheme of things, but
what eventually matters is how it all works out. The visit
took place when Trump'sannouncement about reciprocal
tariffs was echoing and a second flight with illegal Indian
. : Te Inditabaad Ach q

par £r
with some duty concessions for American goods. The
mutual praise of the two leaders may also have created a
feel-good air, which both may have wanted to make use of.

The meeting saw a welcome assertion of continuity in
rel and a declared i ion to expand and deepen
the strategic relationship that has evolved over the years.
There was a focus on defence, trade and technology part-
nership, but how itwill play outand
whowill benefitmorein these areas

will depend on the details. India R EFITETEY
has a big trade advantage with the :
US, which Trump obviously wants  ECUEUEIL
toreduce. A target has beensetto  JERTINETH

double annual bilateral trade to
500 billion dollars by 2030, and a
tradedealis being planned. Expan-
sion of trade is a positive idea for
trade partners, but Trump will not
at the same time want a doubling
of the existing trade gap. India will
incrcnsc imports oI us arms, and

impressive,

but will India
mostly end
up being the
buyer?

COMMENT

BUDGET 2025

Education takes aback seat

Despitea5.16% increase ¥ 34%).Grantsforpromoting  Highe M i ASouantilile
3 i i Iget, has q
inallocation forhigher 347,03 crore,up by 1.91%, considerably less—only 0.098% of the
education, the budget fails _ On the flip side, the all for - wealbudgeredexp 2028.The
toaddressthesector’s  eg as the | e of B st gt s e N oo
ssing needs scheme, has been drastically reduced  lacking in prioritisation,
pressing needs this year to Rs 475.12crore, com-  Considering the need for expan-
pared to the actual expenditure of Rs  sion and quality enhancement, it may
FURQAN QAMAR 1,436 crorein 2023-24. be insufficient to help the government
The allocation for the UGC has in-  fulfil its stated commitment to culti-
e Union Budget 2025 has been awdd:'syar,bmmlymm vate a future-ready workforce and pro-
ded. [ y This  mote world-class research and educa-
u P year’s ion, at Rs 3,335.97 crore,  tionalinfrastructure.
lignedwithth Vik- nmﬂdvaboulﬁZbS%olmmmlcx The 2025 Union Budget is another
sitBharat 2047°, umnummmm pcndnumn 2023-24. missed opportunity for the education
for highereducationwasraisedby516%  Similarly, a significant ps sector. It may not be quintessential
over the 2024 budget estimates to Rs  of the allocation to the fund- for public funding of education when
50,077.95 crore. the nation holds the first quinquen-

The budget allocates Rs 20,000
crore 1o promote research, develop-
ment and innovation driven by the
private sector; it also provides Rs 500

nial review of the National Education
Pnky(NFPZO?ﬂ)mJuly

The urgency of enhancing publu:
investment in higher education is not

DECCANHERALD
Monday
February 17,2025

SPEAKOUT
hmlﬂmdisamahtv .md in Maharashtra,

lintc

inci

fat

riage
doncechildrenareborn

andtl

areontherise... Thereisno harmininter-faith

marriagesbut actionneedstobe
takenin casesomeone defrauds
awomanandabandonsa

woman after marriage.

Devendra Fadnavis. Maharashira (M

Theterm IMthad‘lsnmdcfnuimdcrthe
extant laws. No such case of ‘Love Jihad' has been

reported by any
GKishan Reddy,

of the central agencies.
former minister of state for home affairs,

{Lok Sabha, Feb 4, 2020)

TOBEPRECISE

cmretoraCenmolbmlentemAr Anation,
aim- whose 65% of the population is still be-

i Al-dri i Iwﬂ&mmmm‘ywnym
intothe cdncanoml SOCtor. idend. Howev-
N Addmnmlly liu-NnmnlCcnmof g.thlsmm'lwofuwﬁnumlysm!l-
with gluhnl institutions, are proposed closer than expected.
1o equip youth with skills for the Make There is strong evidence that the
in India, Make for the World' initiative. beginning of the end is near. India's de-
To foster research in IITs mography is changing rather rq:dl;
au!llSq ll),l!)()msunﬁmhlveh&n Theschool
e un- has nlmddy;“w!cd‘odcdmmg, untf

h Fellowship Sch declining demand rtlcrnalmry

Encuumgd by the number of stu- 'yl IN PERSPECTIVE
dents in 23 IITs, which doubled from  ed higher and technical institutions is  ucation. lnd\eausco(mm.sulorsw
mMmlmMmurm&mk meant to repay the Higher Education  ondary and higher education may also -
thecur Funding Agency (HEFA) repaymentof  getafflicted, mp Wle S e
ulnanlhﬁvemwmscsmbislnd principal and interest therean. Thaeismmmm\enmangcrﬂmln
after 2014, enabling themtoaccommo-  The 5.61% increase in the overall al- duwnllagehe(mnbeowmn thy. . . .
date 6,500 additional students. location for higher education over the This situation can be avoided only by ‘bl Stlc](, a aln
Theallocationforautonomousbodies  last year is only m:uguuL urgently

in higher education has risen by 7.42%  for inflation. the Union government's mcwalnymdpmmmngmn
o Rs 42,732 crore. Central universities iture on higher education may  in higher education, A handful of (hc His .lpproach marked politik. Trump's statements
hawhm mnd Rs 16,691 crore, an  have, in fact. decel over time in  best institutions may not be enough, actions evoke memo-

tcchnolngy transfer to India will
be reviewed. Some of the most modern defence equip-
ment such as the stealth F-35 aircraft, which have a high
billed price, are on offer. Defence purchases s may mal:e
up a Iargc purml the plnnncd tradei

The Umcmly Gnnls Commission
(UGC) has received 33.44% more, rais-
ing its allocation to Rs 3,335.97 crore.
The IT'Ts have received Rs 11,349 crare,
an increase of 9.92% comp o the

real terms, Itis all the more disquieting

that this year’s budget estimate is Rs

5,314.73 crorelower thanthe actual high-
y ;

er expenditurein 2023-24.
The size of lhe Union Budget (or

. The fanew
COMPACT (Cau\lysmg Opportunmes for Mv.hmry Part-

nershlp.Acr ! wand"' hnology) will
isset to buy more
mlfvwnﬂleUSanddwrcmllbcxrﬁt:rcoowrammnthc
nu:learenergyseclor
Thisisanimp da for ftrade and

mutual relations, but in most areas India is the buyer and
the US is the seller. The implications will be clearer when
the threatened reciprocal tariff regime, where India is
likely to be a major target, comes into force. The visit will
certainly be considered fruitful, but the outcomes will be
judged better in the weeks ahead.

.
Think hard before
. .y

settingup varsities
cabinet sub- tasked with ing the
functioning and financial status of public universi-
ies in Karnataka has recommended the closure of
nine out of 10 universities established by the previous BIP
regime. Under its one-district-one-university policy, the

BJP government had established the following varsities:
Hassan, Bidar, Charamajanagar, Haveri, Kodagu, Koppal,

The funding for NITs, Rs
5,687 47 crore, is12.85%higher thanthe
previous budget. The budget for TTMs,
Rs 251.89 crore, reflects an 18.70% in-
crease over the previous budget. 1T
will receive Rs 407 crore, indicating an
Iucxmed zsm

Gmmentt(C:\GR)ollls%mmc

as they serve only a very small section
ofthe population.

Atthesame time, the nation needsto
mixiguen:em between the bestand

strategic benefits. Pressure for global
compcu‘n'vgncss further warrants

ok b i i " 4

ducation institutions against the best

ucation has not surpassed 5.20%.
nleullrmfoveducxmmhdga
2025is0.35% ol the GDP,

in the world. These can be achicved
only by urgently enhancing public in-

0.55% in 2014-15. ln:s.mlarvem.me

(Thfwrilrrimjbmwr advisor for

has

Rs604 risingby

ll.su' d

hs 416%
in2014-15

2.25% this year.

-at Integral

Unieerssty in mmw;

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

How I met Yayati

My best-laid plans for my
kids’love of science, music,
and literature went awry
SHASHIKALAM S

uring my first pregnancy, I read
Stephen Hawking's A Brief

read because | wanted my children

to develop a love for reading, But this
mmnmlusnhm mwnvccmzory
David Roberts’

Class 6. He wouldn't touch books, not
even his textbooks! And the daughter
hld)cnona,h of her keyboard classes. T

Purnachandra Tejasvi’s Karvalho, or-
well's Animal Fierm, Jerome K Jerome's
Three Men in a Boat, and the like—my
kind of books.

And both times, | listened to music

Tcould see my daughter’s
ceful b fonreesfiull

played the Tar Tur Thais on his tabla
sometime in the near future, /nshaAl-
fah. So vrlm |l lhe Chﬂllitl’)’ lmher

by tariffwarsand

expansionist rhetoric,

may usherinanew
eraof American
imperialism

M JVINOD

heodore Roosevelt,
the 26th President of
the United States, was
known for wielding the "big
stick’, which he used as a po-
litical strategy and

ries of Roosevelt’s use of the
big stick. Trump’s tariff war
against Canada and Mexico

‘dumbest

ry". Although it has now been
paused, the Seattle Times'Da-
vid Horsey noted that “may-
e he got it through his thick
skull that this was a bad idea”.
Threatening Mexicoand Can-
mmmmﬂnmﬂwcx

isting ageemtm.hgh

to maximise Amer-
ica’s national interests. In a
speech made at the anc
sota State Fair on

Trump's actions were antic-

2, 1901, he famously said,
“Speak softly and carry a big
slk‘k i After Premdem Dtm

ipated;

must own up and take back

their migrants, However, the

manner in which they are be-
back i f

a second term, his inaugml
address and the executive
orders he signed so far have
drawn cnmgﬁnums to Roo-
sevelt's ‘Big Stick Diplomacy’.
During Theodore Roo-
sevelt’s tenure, the Span-
ish-American War of 1898
took place, signifying AmerL

interest
in xhe subject? Ir must be her' l»le m

Bagalkot, Maharani Cluster, Mandya and Nr
However, Bidar, with 150 affiliated colleges, isbeing spared,
as itis faring much better than the others. The cabinet
sub-committee was formed followinga report by the Karna-
taka State Higher Education Council estimaring that each
new university would require Rs 342 crore for establish-
ment and operation over the first five years, Thxscxcludes
the costofland, which

Mostof these lack their
are fmniomng from the premises of the erstwhile post-
gmdunt centres. Baslc mfrastrucmrc is sorcly lackmg‘

200 acres per

and

lllEll

vice-chancellors. Affiliation fi v f fund-
lng, cannot support these institutions, with the Chama-

hosting only about 20
affil hatrdcolltg:sﬂl’hnsdcariymdu- _—
right from the start. The previous Nineof10

8 decision established

thcsc varsitics was ostensibly to
decentralise higher education and LU AU LS

centres of

History of Time. | remember from Bach to Balamurali Krishna. | poweron theworld stage. The
understanding very little of it and fall-  don't have much of an ear for such a Spanish were forced to relin-
ing asleep on every second page. But  class. [ am more of a '50s-'80s Bolly-  Have you heard of Yayati, the king quish claims to Cuba and cede
I sincerely and fondly hoped my wood and Sandalwood song type, but - wh ished with th f i Guam, Puer-
child wuuld mk to the sdenm was unylﬁmg for mychnkhn mature old age but tried to live his life to Rico and the Philippines

i mrh-l invigour to the US. In the process, mc
learning to break lhe rhal:mlguha ...-.1.. 1 his sm"lhtmly is in the Bh us ded
whilestillin hismother'swomb. Icould  everysingle mghl,:md they listenedto  Purana, but | meet Yayati every day in economically. The ourcome
certainly try toinculcate a love for the  stories from Enid Bl s The Adven-  the mirror. later was the Monroe Doc-

puresciences in my offspri

1 didn't m;phm reading during To’

ought numerous

nmn?ymm kits for my firstborn, and
with him [ built models of volcanoes,
the solar system, made fossils with
plaster of Paris, and spent a fortune on
science books.

By the time my second one
theway, I had loosened upalnxie Isnll

lyton's
eures of Pip and Mark Twain's Huckle-
berry Finn to Panchatantra and many
more, including a few Kannada ones.

They were making good g radesand
were enrolled in music dasus. tabla
and keyboard. My daughter was also
learning KzM Al as per phn Twas

chained slaves, Perhaps Trump
wants to convey a symbolic
message, too

Amcrmn foreign policy
under Trump is becoming in-
creasingly imperialistic. Ray-
mond Aron referredto the US
asthe Tmperial Rqaﬂ:c inhis

threats towards Greenland,
Canada as the 5lst state, and
the Panama Canal evoke
‘America’s Manifest Destiny, a
termcoined by journalist.John
OSullivan while praising Tex-
as'annexation in 1845.

From a realpolitik per-

My son is pursuing a in eco- trine (1823), which sought to  spective, acquinng Canada,
nomics, plays football, and enjoys lis- in £ infl n G and ling
tening to hard rock (or is that heavy the Americas. the Panama Canal matters to

metal?), does not read at all and hasn’t 'ﬂh‘ ‘big stick’ pohcyphynd Trump dueto China's rapidas-
touched his tabla in years. Daughter in the ofthe centink infl
is anavid reader and showsimeral in lenaCuulﬁrUShulcd in America’s western sphere.
pursuing the sci th 't from However, i

sure [ wa
ﬂnncmdwl?ﬂ»—mrllduldm
is such a thing. My son was 12 and in

matter What matters is that
they still sit down and talk to me. And
we laugh our heads off.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Electoral democracy is as credible as the Election Commission

This refers to 'PM-led panel to meet on Monday to pick
newCFC' (Feb 15), Elections are a comerstone of repre-
and their meyny is paramount.

tative democracy,
’I‘Mseleabno(mchneﬂﬂecn

Leader of O,

dra Modi and comprising Home: M:msterl\mu Sluh and
Rahul Gandhi,

the new

CbCfromapmdofﬁve

(‘nlombh in 1903, with Roo-
sevelt as the driving force
behind the canal'’s construc-
tion in the Central Ama'un
Isthmus, This d

full onhr'eats aggression and
expansionism. \Vllliun Ful-
called

US power in wiclding the
“big stick” to open a new trade
route linking the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. When the
Colombian Senate rejected a
treaty that would have grant-

ed the US a lease on the land

choe ifMarco Rubio says
that Panama cannot charge
US vessels passing through
the Isthmus, there can be
no better indicator of how
Trump's big stick duplomm:y
works. By this logic, Russia
could lay claim to the Aswan

scorestheneed fora
ing new universities.

o b
While the sub-

lemmust by

thatpr

make it more accessible. However, regime face (CEC) ded by the Law Minister. lmw-dely - for $10 million and an annual - Damin Egypt, financedtothe
alack of due diligence has resulted and two other Election Commmnzrs nmucul.asﬂxy ceived that the Prime Minister's preferred candidate will tuncof$1billiond Nikita
PR b closure ensure free and fair elections in India. However. the CECs - be selected, ially on a guid pro g d li decided Kh Sera.
e W TN asbiased  Thi d hy i d must 'IthSummmdthchw Roosevelt also wanted
nti A ds the ruli ising their beadd dtopr further of trust. amanian revolution against to make America great by
Critics argue that the creation of impartiality. The selection committee, led by PM Naren-  MBasavaraj, Davangere Colombia, sending warships ~ speaking softly and carrying
these universities was motivated by political and other as part of gunboat diploma-  abigstick, In contrast, Trump
considerations, and not by ncademnc nced This under- S[()p thc q(ampcdcq taken to prevent such incidents from Cemre ssilence is reprehensible, ¢y to prevent Colombia from  wants to make America great
blish ing. The government VVenkatakrishnan, Bengaluru sending additional troops. again by speaking loudly and
- The tragic stampede at Delhi railway ~ concerned authorities must take Ry | ised the seldi ig stick. These are
. P 1 station has sent shockwaves through  this issue seriously and implement T'el ’ctin '] IOVC new nation of Panama and of-  times blunt talk and
numerous families. Such incidents mwm(mmsnlcgulrd com- 11., 8 dth fi ial dictability — the world
mergethese universities may appear pragmatic, the prob- underscore the urgent need for muters'lives., Ampm‘hhha minister calls ‘love and conditions that had been  better be .

Ifthese improved crowd and , Sandur serious issue’ (Feb 16), itis offered to Colombia. Panama  For both Roosevelt and
are failing 10 meet their academic objectives, continuing safety measures at public places. Itis ckar that the proposed law aims to became an American protec-  Trump, the threat or actual
toinvest tax payers'money in them is not sustainable, but reported that a last-minute platform lnsensitive criminalise interfaith marriages, torate. Theconstructionofthe  use of the big stick, backed by
financial considerations alone should not dictate the fate change led to panic, sparking a specifically targeting Muslim men Panama Canal commencedin - military force, is significant.

: : . chaotic rush that rsuhed in multiple The US deportation of 104 Indian whomarry Hindu women. By seek- May 1904and The*“rules-based i jonal
of educational institutions. Before making any final deci- ond llegal i 2 PebrusryS, i H itresd 1014, o
00, th tshould athoroughirevs injuries jegal igr ry ng to restrict personal oms, in . order” lwu an identity crisis.
sion, the governmen! Uk W'ﬂ“c. 't a thorough review The priority should be to conduct ina military plane with legs chained d\egmemmem;mpuﬂues The message to America’s Trump’s inaugural address
of the academic and administrative functioning of each atransparent investigation and and handeuffed, sparked i E was  evokes America’s ‘Manifest
university. The logistical challenges of demerging and implement measures to prevent outrage and protests, The Centre’s racy. The proposed law must be loud and clear —don't mess  Destiny', American excep-
T i iversiti igznifi d be handled such disasters in the future and belated and inade- ithds up again with the Western  tionalism, and its ‘divine right’
mrefully A wﬁ].mgh,w' studemcentric appmach not unnecessary politicisationlike  quate, with the PM failing to address  SSPaul, Nadia (West Bengal) hemi X toexpand into North America.
finan- :::;f np;xn»::lnm ludlers appear to the issue during his |m.wp.1m'%e with the Trump's m term has  The Trump tsunamiison!
loing. Railway authorities must  American Presidentor in the joint o started (Thewriter isaprofessor
cial considerations is men@edom)ehour While closing reassess and upgrade their crowd press conference. Another batch of ot e st pected lines. Like R It, intheDeptof b i
underperforming universities may be necessary, it must management protocols, Passenger 116 immigrants was deported on Feb-  emasted - not handwwritten - il be acceptee. Trump's big stick diplomacy Studies, Political Scienceand
be dnnc in a way that salc:gunrd.\ the academic interests mmy shnuld be the highest priority,  ruary 15, with nostatement from the  Alletters must carry the seeger's postal 1s backed by mlhtnry power, Hma-u(.bmldmdmbr
d the higher ed y whole. actions on their The 0 coercive and real-  ur Be w)
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Chhattisgarh HC extends marital rape exception: Why this matters

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

THE CHHATTISCARH High Court In akey

found that the wife became |IL and divd sub-

ifan

enacted in 2013 to expand the definition of

TheHC

There is no equivalent lor Section 377 in

due to a forced
ship. It had convicted the man under the IPC
sections 375, 377, and 304 (culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder). But the HC

nity in law extended to Section 377 nrthe

‘s ruling.
lPC Section 377, now omitted in the

Indian Penal Code (IPC), that cr

“unnatural sex”,

Section 375, which criminalises rape,
states that the provision does not cxth’;)
“sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man
with his own wife,” when the wife has at-
tained the age of majority. However, Section
377, which outlaws “carnal intercourse
against the order of nature with any man,
woman or animal”, does not contain this ex-
ception as it was oniginally drafted to crimi-
nalise homosexuality.

The HC was hearing an appeal filed by a
man against his conviction in a case about
the death of his wife in 2017. Atrial court had

onky legal recourse for maxrlrd women in
cases of nnn-cnnsmsml Sex in a marriage.

rape but the exception -
tion, T}mmmsadﬂu\lwaa‘w'll—smld
principle of law” that if two provisions were

senting partners, “Section 377 IPCis not made
out”, The court, thus, held that “sexual inter-

lhl'BNS
thisi 1

does not consider the possibility of men or
LGBTQIA+ persons (who do not identify as

men and LGBTQIA+ indiv»dnals wnhoul

In 2023, a Parl

The HC ruling that re-
course, echoing the same concerns that le-
gal experts had when the BNS omitted the
provision entirely.

What is the Chhattisgarh HC ruling?
In its ruling, the HC vqimrd out that

y
Standing Committee tasked with recom-
mending changes to the BNS (before it was
enacted) said in its report that Section 377
remained applicable “in cases of non-con-
sensual carnal intercourse with adults”. By
deleting it from the BNS, it noted that *no

rision fo

inconsistent “then the two cannot stand to-  course or acts by i is
m'alludmlnbmdbylhtlmw not a rape and therefore if any | sex
Notably, iscur- Section 377 f
rently um:hallmpbdu\-mc&‘pm the husband with his wife, then it can also not
Court, and the Centre has filed be treated to be an offence.”
anamdavll in favour of retain- Given the marital rape ex-
ing ception, over the years, women
Regarding Section 377, the LAW have invoked Section 377 for
HC refed on the SCs 2018 judg-
ment that de | violence, etc. Section
The. s “read down” mumtsammmnlnpmnnyumn

this provision, and not entirely struck it

Jail. Even if it did not Jead to conviction, the
pvvwslan was mwhrd asa starting point to

Section 375 of the IPC the marital

down. Therefore, Section 377 remains on the
3 —

rape exception under which a man could not
be prosecuted for non-consensual sex with
his wife who had attained the age of major-
ity. It also observed that an amendment was

DLW 130) POLICY

PRIME MINISTER DHAN-DHAANYA
KRISHI YOJANA: SCHEME'SNEED, AIMS

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman
while presenting the Union Budget on
February 1 announced the launch of the
Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi
Yojana (PMDKY),

Here's all you need to know.

On the lines of ADP
“Motivated by the success of the
Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP),
our government will undnmkc PMDKY
with States,

One of the parameters PMDKY will
consider is crop intensity. rile

At the all-Inia |

had said while announcing the pro-

I, the cropping in-

tensity was recorded at 155%in 2021-22,

gramme,

ADP was launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in January 2018, The pro-
gramme aimed to quickly and effectively
transform 112 of the most under-devel-
oped districts across India, based on 3 Cs
~ Convergence (of central and state
schemes), Collaboration (of central and

although the figure greatly varied from

o | offences”. An offence
against the “order of nature” is understood
toinclude sexual acts that do not lead to pro-
creation, covering, for example, bestiality.

HARISH DAMODARAN

INDIA 'S MIDDLE class after Independence

G was only
1% in 1950-51.

Sources also said that the ministry has
requested the Department of Financial
Services and NABARD to share the data
on district-wise farm credit.

state level nodal O"I(('r! and District Objective of scheme,
Collectors), and Ci allocation made
king) Ac the Finance Minister, the

incremen-
tal progress made across 49 Key Perfo-
rmance Indicators under five broad so-

five objec-

tives:
® Enhancing agricultural productiv-
ity:

reated d by the public sector.

against male, female, transgender and for
bestiality has been made”.

These concerns were raised because sex-
ual offences under the BNS fall under the

agesome pro-  chapter titled “Of Offences Against
nmnn under the hw And Child" and, from the text of the provi-
sions, only envisions men as the perpetra-
Why is Section 377's tors and victims for
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita an issue? as rape, sexual and stalking, It

the victims of such crimes.

The Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019 broadly punishes those
who commit “harms or injuries or endan-
gers the life, safety, health or well-being,
whether mental or physical, of a transgen-
der person”, However, it only provides a
maximum punishment of two years
imp

In 2024, Advocate Gantavya Gulati filed
a PIL at the Delhi HC seeking the revival of
Section 377.In August 2024, the Delhi HC di-
rected the Centre to treat the plea as a rep-
resentation and decide it “as expeditiously
as possible, preferably in six months™,

However, the SCdismissed a similar plea
inOctober 2024, ruling that “This Court can-
not....direct that a particular act constitutes
an nﬂmcf Such an exercise falls under

EXPLAINED

India’s Middle Class 2.0

The top 5IT firms (TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCL and Tech Mahindra) employ more Indians today than the
Railways or the armed forces. Similarly, private sector banks have more employees compared with
their state-owned counterparts. But India still has a major job challenge beyond services

F y domain®.

tunities for private enterprise.

in turn, led to unprecedented em-
ployment generation - whether in [T and fi-
nance (banking, insurance, mutual funds,

sector stood at
194.7 lakh and thil in me arganised private
sector only at 80.6 lakh as on March 31, 1995.
Thhmrr—em.io‘ymim.hr«maland

{puble sector

— fell to 176.1 lakh and the latter rose to 119.7
lakh by March 31,2012,

The Ministry of Labour & Employment
doesn't seem to hM mmpﬂrd or released

toremployment ahcrlOll-lZ(AmlMal:hL

cio-economic themes: Health & ity; Even the data last published in the Finance
Nutrition, Education, Agriculture & Water W Adopting crop diversification and Ministry's Economic Survey for 2018-19
Financial ion & Skill ble agriculture practices: stops at 2011-12,
Development and infrastructure. W Augmenting post-harvest storage
atthe panchayat and block level: Middle Class 2.0
Districts to be covered Wimproving irigation facilties; and But it is fair to assume that the trend of
PMDKY will cover based ng-term shifting from the

on three broad parameters: low produc-
tivity, moderate crop intensity, and be-
low-average credit parameters, Sithara-
man said. According to sources, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'

and short-term credit.

“This programme is likely to help 1.7
said.

crore farmers,” Sitharaman

Although Budget documents do not

provide a separate allocation for the
scheme, officials said that funds will be

based o1 istri drawn from various schemes imple-

will be identified. mented by the Ministry of Agriculture
Cropping intensity isameasureofhow  and Farmers' Welfare, and the Ministry

ly and it as  of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and

re o T

of
the net area sown. In simple words, the

Dairying. According to the oﬂ'lda_ls. the

can make an for

puTﬂK to private sector — especially post the

economic reforms of 1991 — has gathered
pace after 2011-12,
Om indicator of lha( is thc nuni:cr of

regular
Between 1990-91 and 2022-23, these
plunged from 165 lakh to 11.9lakh. Even af-
ter accounting for the increase to 12.5 lakh
last fiscal, the drop from the 1990-91 peak
works out to 4 lakh or almost a quarter. Still
wrwrnlhc with

cropping intensity indicates the number
of an agri-
cultural year (July-june).

the scheme after it is formally approved
by the Union Cabinet, and before its roll-
out on the ground.

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

AJIRAM & RAVI

i e W Eremanten

1 Months +
17" MARCH 2025

Month 2 Years + 8 Moy

17° FEBRUARY 2025

Msp 2 Months

¥ MARCH 2025

From
Iakhm 1990-91 tomovrr&l lakhin2023-
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On the other hand, take the information
technology (IT) industry, the symbol of
India's post-reform "second middle class”,
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and Infosys
already had 45,714 and 36,750 employees
respectively at the end of 2004-05, which
soared to 4,48 464 and 2,42, 371 fifteen
years later.

The real boom, though, took place after
Cwld 19 As the pandemx triggered in-

Changing face of employment
Table): Closing Headcount at Big-5 T Companies f regul (inlakhs)
Mar 2020 Sep2022 Dec2024 ¥ Rallways ™ CPSEs
Tes | 448464 62617 | 6,07.354
Infosys | 242371 | 345218 | 323379 mw-lm
Wipro 182886 | 250179 | 232732 229
HOL | 150423 | 210325 | 220785
Tech (128236 | 10302 150488 . o IEXEN
17.40
Totsl | 11,40.380/16,03,80515,34,708
Source: Company quartety esuls 200 M 1332
Toble 2 Emcd Sebaddadis Banks P 40
Public | Private® | Total*s 2OZM‘_'r..ma
100102 | 847412 | 63308 | 078931 P a5
200001 | 785826 | 75670 | 926518
2010-11 | 775888 | 195911 (1050885 5, ,, M 1190
201516 | 827,283 | 387,026 |13,00934 N 840
2020-21 | 7,70,800 | 6,00,006 | 15,6613
2022-23 | 156,644 | 772473 | 1785017 202324 _ nie
2023-24 | 746,679 | 874,040 | 1872217 N e
- " Smal Source Rl ol Public
Souree:

The total headcount in the big-five firms
~TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCL Technologies and
Tech Mahindra — went up from below 115
lakh in end-March 2020 to above 16 lakh in
end-September 2022,

Although the numbers have dipped
slightly since, the big-five IT companies to-

employment. At the end of 2023-24, their
employee strength was 8.74 lakh, as against
the less than 7.5 lakh of public sector banks,
This, even as the banking industry overall to-
day employs roughly twice what it did in
1991-12 (table 2).

A better idta of the private sncmr-lcd

gether had 15.34,708 as on
December 31, 2024 (table ll That's more
than the 1252.180 regular employees with
the Indian Railways as of 2023-24, It is also
more than the currently estimated 14.2 lakh
officers, soldiers, airmen and sailors in the
three defence services.

Banking sector transformation

Another, not as much highlighted, Middle
Class 2.0 story is the banking industry.

In 1991-92, scheduled commercial banks
in India had a total employee strength of
about 9.8 lakh, Public sector banks had a
lion's share of nearly 8.5 lakh or 87% in that.
The latter number registered a decline to 7.7
laldnbymn but still exceeded the 6 lakh

private sector banks,

adop-
tmllhadahmeﬁchl impact on India's ex-
ports of software services and also employ-
ment in ITcompanies.

The pcrlod 2022-23 was alandmark,
when private sector banks, for the first time,
avertook their state-owned counterparts in

an be had at an
bank level.

The big-five private sector banks — HDFC,
ICICI, Axis, Kotak Mahindra and Bandhan
Bank — together had 6.1 lakh-phus employ-
ces in 2023-24. HDFC's employee strength
of 2,13,527 was marginally lower than the
2,32.296 of the State Bank of India, The num-
bers at ICICI (141,009) and Axis Bank
(104,332) were higher than the 102,349 of
the second largest public sector lender
Punjab National Bank. The employee
strength at Kotak Mahindra (77,923) and

market etc) or
accountancy, legal, health, hospitality and
tourism, transportation and logistics, avia-
tion, media, advertising, sports and enter-
tainment, real estate and retail services.

The private sector-led Middle Class 2.0's
z-xpanmn happened just when the post-

mment-created Middle
Ch:s 10 started shrinking with the initiation
of reforms.

The abwc pb yncrlmn hmvtwr has
had in
services. India, unlike Chmund most indus-
trialised countries, has not experienced
“structural transformation” involving the
large-scale transfer of surplus labour from
agriculture to sectors — particularly manu-
facturing and modern services — where pro-
ductivity (output value per worker) and av-
erage incomes are higher.

Official Periodic Labour Force Surveys
(PLFS) show the farm sector’s share in Incia's
workforce decreasing from 64% in 1993-94
to 48.9% in 2011-12 and further to 425% in
2018-19, but subsequently going up to 46.2%
in2023-24.

Manufacturing’s share climbed initially
from 104% in 1993-94 to 12.6X in 2011-12,
only to come down to 11.4% in 2023-24. The
latest 2023-24 PLFS report reveals the 11.4%
share of manufac

labor w
( lu\ trade, hotel & muurann( 12.2%) and
“other services™ ( 11.9%)

Thus, while the services sector has ex-
panded, with India even becoming a “back
office to the world” (like China is its “fac-
tory”), the well-paying jobs have been more
for the better educated. Not everyone can be
asoftware programmer, doctor, financial an-
alyst, accountant or kawyer.

Most services sector jobs are informal and
low-paying: Construction and headload
labour, sanitation, security staffing, domes-
tic help, shop assistant, petty retailing and
gig work.

Uber has over 10 lakh drivers using its
platform, as per the cab aggregator's 2024
India Economic Impact report. Zomato en-

i k(75,748) too, wdmmmmrmmhlymmlwd
to that in other state- d banks: Canara nd 1, rid-
Bank (82,643 ), Union Bank of India (75,880)  ers during October- D«ﬂrﬁu’ 2024 Its rival
and Bank of Baroda (74 886). Swiggy had 543,562 average “transacting

delivery partners™ for the same quarter.
Employment challenge But these jobs cannot, beyond a point, get
Simply put, liberalisation and globalisa-  people to join the Middle Class 2.0. And
tion opened up new and oppor-  thy I 1l chall

Why US President can’t serve beyond 2 terms: tradition that became law

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

i yousay, He's
so0 good we've got to figure something
elseout.™

22nd Amendment

Awm(MmummunWhmHmsr.
usr Donald
that the two-term limit for American
Presidents could be le.

“I have raised a lot of money for the next
race that | assume | cannot use for myself,
but 1 am not 100% sure be-

N bt by |

of the President more than twice,” the
Amendment says. If a Vice President be-
comes President during the term of her
predecessor, she can still serve two full
terms as long as she serves

cause | do not know... | think | less than half of her predeces-
amnot allowed to run again. | sor's remaining term,
am not sure. an.lltmcdm HISTORY Forinstance, Lyndon John-

runagain?”,
annual retreat of House Rrpubllnns in
Florida last month.
Although this is not the first time that
o e
Constitution, which was ratified in 1951,
bars him from doing
Before this, at a House Republican event
inWashington, Trump had said,"l suspect |

son, who was John F Ken-
nedy's Vice President, took over for 14
months after the latter's in

Frankdi " Aot

1963. He then won an election in 1964, and
could have run for another term in 1968 if
he had notdropped out. In theary, he could
have served for little over nine years,

The Amendment was enacted because
there “was a concern about

only US President to break the
two-term norm. Wikimedia Comrmans

Wiehle, who teaches constitutional law at
the L of Balti told The New

power in a kinglike manner,” Kimberly

York Times.

Older tradition
Although the framers of the US Con-
aba s the

This tradition was threatened for the
first time in 1872 when, after the reelection
dlmswsscrammammmm.zl-

Civil War general began to

nn the deb.m- Only 14 years after lhc
Constitution came into effect, in 1803, the
first proposal to limit presidential tenure
wias introduced in It was rejected.

Then, “in 1824 and again in 1826, the
Senate approved resolutions calling for a
two-term limit, but they died in the
House,” historian Stephen W Stathis wrote
in his paper, The Twenty-Second

[ ideaof a third Grant term. This be-

the only US President to break the two-term
norm. He was in office from 1933 till his
death in 1945, He won four consecutive
tlu:domm 1932. 1936, 1940, and 1944, His
ing in office was that

the 1874 midterm elections. Among other

the US needcd consistent leadership
through the Great Depression, and later

AF Partisan
Maneuver? (1990).
But even as the Congress mulled term

limits, a tradition of presidents not serving
for more than two terms had already

taken shape.
In 1796, Pra'dm_l George Washington's

official sanction that it became an almost
unwyi.lttn hw,vlmxlally as utt!d asany

epaperindianexpresscom BBl B

things, the very hint of a mlrd Fmd World War Il

mnh?;st ":!I‘Y Democrat 1

seats in Congress, Grant wtnlually an-  life into efforts towards a constitutional

nounced that he would not accept a nomi- i imi

nation “if it were tendered”. ~ Republicans did call for such an amend-
In 1875, the House of Representatives  mentin 1940 and 1944 but Roosevelt's pop-

passed a which sought to pro- ity and

mote the two-term tradition. It said that  meant it was in vain. After the Republicans

breaking the tradition would be "umvise,  regained Congress in 1946, one of their first

unpalrloﬂt and fnu;ht with peril to our
However, the

P
d At B

didmbplyhrawmmhunamud
term. Grant notably again ran for President
in 1880, He did not succeed.

The exception, and the law
il date, Frankdin D Roosevelt remains

P any future i
ing a Roosevelt-type hold on the White
House," Stathis wrote.

In 1947, the 22nd Amendment was
passed in Congress after

negotia-
tions over what the term limit should be,
two four-year terms or one six-year term,
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Reciprocal tariffs: Time
for arethinkontrade

In disruption lies opportunity. A US trade policy of mirror tariffs could serve our interests

in several export sectors. India should forge a strategy that places trade logic above tactics

resident Donald Trump of the US is

tearingapart the multilateral trading

system with his self-confessed love

of tariffs, which he seems to imagine

would yield huge extra revenues

extracted from trade partners. Ina
press conference after his talks with India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he promised to
levy reciprocal tariffs. Whatever duties India
levies onimports from the US of specific items
(or classes of goods), the US would levy on
imports from India. This would not be a big dis-
aster for our US-bound shipments. According
to former trade service official Ajay Srivastava,
on 75% of the goods we export to the US, we
levy an average tariff of 5% when the same are
imported. On many labour-intensive goods like
garments, textiles and leather, the US imposes
tariffs ranging from 15% to 30%. If reciprocal
tariffs are levied, India stands to benefit from
lower US levies on many items whose exports
matter to our economy, especially small and
medium enterprises that employ more people
than capital, relatively speaking, to create the
same value. So outcomes will go by differences
inwhat gets shipped back and forth.

Which country makes what better (and/or
cheaper) is the basis of trade. That will still hold.
India would be happy to import high-end semi-
conductors from the US at nil duty, and it would
be no sweat for the US to grant us tarif-free
accessto its market, since the only chips India
hasto export are banana chips. The same argu-
ment would largely hold for crude oil, natural
gas, aircraft and weapons. If India were to drop
barriers for US pistachios, pecans and almonds,
reciprocal US action on these nuts would not
matter. We do not export such items to the US,
India’s trade-weighted average import duty for

all productsis some 12'\-: the corresponding fig-
ure for the US is 2.8%. If, under American pres-
sure, New Delhi wereto lower barriers, our
economy and consumers would be better off.
By revealing which producer is more competi-
tive on what, it would nudge overall resources
accordingly. A policy of protecting local pro-
ducers from foreign competition contorts that
effect. It also applies unevenly across various
kinds of value addition. Right now, Indian
policy offers low or nil protection to sectors in
which our output is small or non-existent, while
shielding products that use low-duty goods as
inputs. This stunts the growth of input sectors
in India. We protect phones, for example, but
let elr‘c(mmc components breeze in by paying
reli-
ant on China for these parts. Other twistsand
turns to join global supply chains could spell
similar distortions. India has time till April,
when US tariffs kick in, to finesse a strategic
plan to cushion Indian exports from their
impact. Negotiations must impress upon US
officials that GST levied on imports is necessary
to prevent our GST-paying producers from
being put at an unfair disadvantage by import
shipments that escape this charge.

Globally, the first casualty of Trump'sidea of
reciprocal tariffs will be the concept of ‘most
favoured nation," which ensures that every
country is treated on par with every other mem-
ber of the World Trade Organization (WTO),
except as part of a preferential trade pact among
asubset of its members. To keep the WTOrele-
vant, it might make sense for therest of the
world to revive its dispute settlement mecha-
nism, sans the US, and retain the benefits of its
rules. The broad principles that underpin them
hold firm, regardless of one country’s whimsy.
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Democratic systems have a new
threat they need to contend with

Redistributive policies could prevent voters from being played but will require global cooperation

KAUSHIK BASU

Is a professor of economics at Comell
University and a former chief economic
adviser to the Government of India.

emocracy is under threat

around the world, but not

because dictators are over-
throwing elected governments and
seizing power. While authoritarian
takeovers still make headlines, they are
no longer the greatest threat to free

societies, The real danger is more
idi sl ot

trans-

ally part of the game. Ifhe scored a
goal, we would cheer and applaud,
but we all knew the truth: his goal
didn't count.

Today, elé belé has become a staple
of democratic politics, with ordinary
people around the world eagerly
throwing their support behind dema-
gogues who don't think they count. For
these leaders, a commitment to public
service Is worse than irrelevant; it
threatens the relentless pursuit of
wealth and power for themselves and
their cronies. Voters who believe they
are part of the game are just being
played.

The result is democratic erosion.
Mainstream economists and political
scientists have long relied on the
‘median voter theorem,' which states
that ina majoritarian electoral system,
political leaders will naturally gravitate
toward the preferences of centrist
voters, as winning elections requires

ling to the ideological middle

formation of our democratic systems.
On the surface, these systems appear

to be functioning as they should.

Elections are being held, and voters

are casting their ballots for leaders and

rather than the extremes,

But today’s deepening political
polarization and the growing tendency
of politicians to embrace radical posi-
tior 1 that thi no

Similarly, as democracy evolved,
the need for stability became evident,
leading to the introduction of constitu-
tions, While constitutions can be
amended, doing so requires more than
a ilmpl(‘ majority, ensuring that core
are not subject t pul
sive change.
With democratic governance under
increasing strain, the world once
again finds itselfat a critical juncture.
Today’s extreme inequality is eroding
democracy inunprecedented ways.
The rise of digital platforms and social
media has provided the super-rich
with new tools to shape public opinion.
Voters believe they are active partici-
pants while—elé belé—real power is
concentrated in the hands of the few.
Curbing inequality is thus not just a
moral imperative; it is also necessary
for protecting democracy against the
threat of authoritarianism. Tothisend,
we need a tax system that redistributes
wealth and income without stifling
innovation and entrepreneurship.
There is certainly scope for this.
Once they reach a certain level of
\walxh the super-rich are no longer

parties they believe will represent their
interests.

But too often, they end up electing
politicians who serve only their own
interests rather than those of their
constituents. While gullibility is not
new, it has become so pervasive that it
now threatens the very foundation of
democratic governance.

Tounderstand how we got here,
consider the ‘efé belé rule.’ When L was
growing up in Calcutta (now Kolkata),
allsmart kids playing in the streets and
parks knew the rule. When they played
games in the neighbourhood. a
vounger kid—usually accompanied by
adoting mother—occasionally would
insist on joining them. Rather than
refusing outright, the players would
whisper to one another the code words
“elé belé." signalling that while the new
kid could play along, he was not actu-

longer holds.

While the underlying causes of
this shift remain unclear, it is strongly
correlated with the rise of social media.
Instead of fostering informed debate,
digital platforms have become power-
fultools for spreading misinformation,
enabling opportunistic leaders to
manipulate and mislead people
with ease.

Since its inception inancient Athens,
democracy has undergone numerous
transformations. As technology
advances, certain features u{urll(vr

d by a desire for more money
per se,but rather by the desire to outdo
their super-rich peers.

This implies an opportunity to
implement what I call an ‘accordion
tax, which taxes high earners and
redistributes the revenue to those with
lower incomes in a way that preserves
the relative ranking among the rich.
Such a system would enable us to
reduce inequality and maintain the
incentives that drive ambition and
Innovation.

But individual countries cannot
tackle extreme inequality by them-

democratic systems be

Evalving moral standards can also lc.ld
to fundamental reforms,

Forexample, in the ancient Roman
Republic, the votes of high-ranking
officials and the wealthy carried more
weight than those of ordinary citizens.
We nolonger find this acceptable.
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selves. | coopel is
essential, given the limits of unilateral
action in a globalized world. History
hasshown that when faced with major
challenges, the workd can come
together to translate bold ideas into
action. To save democracy, we must
dosoagain.  €2025/PROJECT SYNDICATE

TA !‘!OU&!!_l

The future belongs to
nations with grains

and not guns.

M.S. SWAMINATHAN

.

Our politics is usually shaped by the people we dislike

MANU JOSEPH

Is a journalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netflix serles,

‘Decoupled’

ost people do not have strong

beliefs. They arrive at them by
developing the exact opposite views

ofthose they despise. The ongoing political
drama inthe US gives us achance to see this,
Thelegend of Elon Musk was the creation
ofwokes, who include people who call other
people woke. Wokes are those who have to
make a guess about what it means tobe a
decent human being. They are tremendous
in building cult figures very fast because
they talk a ot about what they adore with
others who adore the same things. At the
time, the US tech industry was not called
‘techbeos’; [think it was called Silicon Valley,
if my memaory is correct, and tech billion-
alres were all “good guys.” Facebook was
good, cryptos were good, and Apple was so
good that the sort of people who would have
been hippies in the previous generation
stood in midnight queues every time the
corporation released anew product. These
cool coders were going tochange the world.
And Musk was an environmental warrior

because he had acquired an electric car com-
pany called Tesla and was out to kill the
internal combustion engine. Musk said
things that wokes loved. He spoke about cli-
mate action and direct democracy, for exam-
ple. He sounded like a Democrat. He worked
with Barack Obama and donated to the
Democratic Party too. So what happened?

It does happen commonly—men who
appear to have the same politics as women
are soon revealed as charlatans, orjust mis-
understood. Still, how did he get associated
with Caucasian racism? Does an adult really
change his political convictions so fast?

Donald Trump was a registered Democrat
fornearly 10 years, and donated to the party.
For decades, as an American celebrity, he
was probably a regular New York liberal who
did not take himself seriously. What could
have happened to him? Why is he at war
with the whole empathy indust
man not known for believing in anything
suddenly the world's most impactful con-
servative ideologue? It Is in fact odd to
describe him with any serious word that
would end in*-gue.”

The political direction that Trump and
Musk took was probably influenced by those
who vilified them. They are now at warwith
all that was dear to their deriders: welfare

state, bureaucracy, unelected institutions,
liberal media, wokes, migrants, diversity,
feminists, transgenders and probably all of
the humanities.

Thisis how it swith y people

changes in a society, and these occur in
every generation through the same process,
Th Fmediaonivchs h d

y speed
of transformation: the young hold mild

to0. Mast of them are not public figures, so
they may not have public enemies. Whom
they despise are their

then some people who form the
political mainstream harm or annoy them,
and so they develop views that go against
those of their tormentors,

preachy colleagues, nasty This mechanism does
bosses, acquaintances and Where we Stand not distinguish between
spouses, who are the most iei what is called the ‘left’ and
under-rated counter-in- pol'uca"y can ‘right’ in politics. The
fluencers. Many political “right’ is a reaction to the
ideas of ordinary men and Often “left,” just as the "left’ is a
women are shaped by dis- be tmed to reaction to the ‘right.’ No
like for their spous one is born with a political

That a society changes what sort of wound. Something hap-
because of the reforms of g pens. It always does. But
career reformers is non- |nd|V|dua|s some people react more

sense transmitted by
reformers. Instead, a soci-
ety changes when people
want to defeat those they
dislike. Modernity itself occurs chiefly
because children do not want to be their par-
ents, or when they want to be the exact
opposite. When they are unable to do so, or
when they are held under their parents’
influence for too long, a society regresses.
Apart from modernity, there are other

left us miffed

than most, depending on
their mental health,

Also, political victim-
hood gives an opportunity
to the ordinary evil inside maost of us to
express evil in the name ofideology. That is
why we see such festive aggression in both
wokes and ultra-nationalists. They are the
same kind of people just that they have been
miffed by different sorts of people. Also,
strong political opinkons give people an easy

way to appear upright and moral. For
instance, I have seen corrupt men and those
who have sexually harassed their colleagues
rant against Trump.

A defining quality of our times is that
everyone appears to have a political opinion,
But that is only their appearance. People
have more trouble with the ambassadors of
ideas than the ideas themselves. Most people
are in reality moderate bec: e they don't
h xtreme oplnions, just disd; some
people. A large number of Indians dislike
sanctimonious evangelists of ‘secularism’

han the idea of it; mast peaple dislik
climate activists who vandalize art more
than what they stand for; many people can
explain why they loathe posh socialists, but
not why they can’t stand soctalism.

This Is because all mainstream ideas have
a point. They have to be moral, otherwise
th(-\ would not have survived infancy to gn

Mouality is the taxan id

pay tosurvive. Even Trump and \Iuskxlm.k
all their views as concern for Americans.
Also, no mainstream political idea violates
human nature. Another reason why people
don't have trouble with ideas is that they do
not know enough about them beyond their
synopsis. Butannoying people is a different
matter. We see alot in people.
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Anarchy or autocracy: What is
Trump's presidency aiming for?

Are the Trump administration’s actions meant to sow anarchy or is awtocratic rule delivered by state capture the real goal?

SANJOY CHAKRAVYORTY
Is a professor of geography, environment and
urban studies and director of global studies at

Temple University.

nbess than a month, the Tramp administration
aken actions that could il this
column for a year. Presidential orders with
massive implications have come at dizzaying
speed. The Democrats and the rest of the
workd seem shell shocked, Is this the anarchy
and arbitrariness of a Caligula or Nero, or are these
the opening salvoes of an authoritari;

in the US has

state capture?

knowledge, Second, blatant r
for territorial expa
Just America, but the workd

Consider the disdain for expertise. There is close
consensus on some key tenets in the
contemporary world, One is that trade ks good for
sochety. Yes, there are losers from trade (as there

1 technologleal change), but the n
ncispatable, Another s that cimate
change bs real. The specifics of its future impacts
but there s litthe doubt among
experts that they will be consequential. Similarly,

tocomplel

are fre
Kins o

e unkin

s begin with things we can be sure about. 1
belleve that at Jeast throe trends have been
reveuled so far. First, a doep antipathy for expert
kst Third, adrive

slon. These feature

tempt at

affect not

tsoclal

modern healthcare is built on the foundations of

Innovatkons that arlse from funding and sclentific
research, Lay persons may have views on trade,
climate change and medicine, but they are usually Tog
based more on kdeology than knowledge.

In these first few days, Trump has taken a ham
mer to these bullding blocks of modern existence,
He s instituting a regdme of tarifs against China,
that is, friend and foe
s back 1o the trade wars of
the 1930s that aceelerated a global depression and
provided fuel for fasclsm. Tramp, who has called
climate change a *Chinese hoax,” has taken the US
out of the Parss climate accord (ust as he did on day
(his st presidency), Is gutting the US Envi
tal Protection Agency, and withdrawing
id electric vehicles, He
has nominated Robert Kennedy as health secre
# man widely belleved to hold fringe views
accines. Trump has
parch, inchuding
medical research, and taken the

Canada, Mexico and the EL
alilee—that coubd take

ane
rons
support for clean energ)

tary
on medical issues such g
tried to stop funding for all

World Health Organization,

Anantipathy towards dark-skinned people
Is Increasingly transparent in the new
thon, Tramp is trylng to kill the very ldea of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DED in all
and private, educational and
commerclal. He openly equates divensity with
Incompetence. After the helicopter-plane collision
ny detalls were known
about the tragedy, Trump blamed it on DEL
Standing shoubder-to-shoulder with the presi
ot is Elon Musk, the richest man in the work],
who grew up in aparthebd South Afrbca and uses his

institutions, publi

In Washington DC, before

are, respectively, dean (faculty),
Indlan Institute of Management
Anmedabad and vice
president, Pune International
Centre

akd to South Afric
landowners (th

Frump's territords

scerumbile for Africa
Soutof the

Iministra

he budget presented on 1 February

wiis kmportant for Indin's new govern
ment, for it had won o mandate for 3
five-yoar teem bn power, Hence, it had toalm
forasignificant impacton Indin’s economy
towards the natlon's long- term objectives,
1t has done a good job an important eco
nomicchallenges, such as ensuring the gov
ernment’s fiscal health and deiving invest
menits for growth, But it fadled to initate pro
grammes to deal with structural problems
brought to the fore by farmens from Punjab,
Haryanaand western Uttar Pradesh, This is
unfortunate. The Anance minister guoted
Telugu playwright Gurajada Appa Rao as
saylng, "Acountry is not just its soll,acoun
try Is its people.” True, but sons of the soll
have been arying out for solutions to firming
ssues and an impending climate disaster,
The finance minister also sald that “Viksit
Bharat” envisloned farmers making our
country the “food basket of the workd.” Yes,
of course. But for achleving this, one needs
to address distortions of our agricultural

media platform X to cheer Cascasion nationalists
everywhere, especially in Germany and the UK,
sther, they are In the process of destroying
the US Agency for International I
(USAID), on which tens of thousands of impover
Ishod lives depend, They have just stopped all
on the groundst
architects and prd
of apartheld) are belng mistreated,

marely greedy to outlandish, He has renamed the
Gulfol Mexico as 'Gulf of Amerien,' Is demanding
to buy Greenland and retake the
musing about making C;
and proposing to oceupy Gaza after evicting all
Palestinlans. Such contempt for the wishes of the
International community isunprecedented in the
post-war era, An imperialism this naked has not
heenseen since the 1874 Berddin Conference and

Whit is the purpose of all this? Ifit ls winning US
mid-term elections in 2026, it isn't clear that any of
these actions will help elther his core voters or the
swing voters who actually decide elections, The
tracle war he has initiated can only reduce global
and US economic activity and ralse prices in the
US., with likely job losses, Meanwhile, overt racism
will repel the few minorities who were willing to
give Trump and Republicans a chance. Blatant
land grabs, should they oceur, will only undermine
the international system and its institutions but
translate into few new votes,

1 winning the next election s not the Tramp
administration's obyjective, what Is”

lopment
tosu

at Caucaslan
beneficlaries

mbithons range from

"anama Canal,
a the Slst US state,

The conceptof ‘state capture’ has been floated
asan explanation, According to Tyler McBeien in
the New York Times: “State capture ocours when
wealthy private interests Influence a government
hoa degree that they can froely divect policy
decisions and public funds for thelr own benefitor
for the benefit of thelr ideological fellow travelers
{or both).”" This imited view of state capture ks o
of nightmare capitalism in which the wealthy elite
and the state collude to enrich themselves,

But there s another version of state capture of
democracies, as shown by the Nazis in Germany
less than a century ago. Here the goal is to destroy
the institutions of democracy, especially the judicl
ary andd media, to install an autocracy., This is typl
cally done by manufacturing a crisis (such as the
Relchstag fire in 1933), followed by the suspension
of democratic rights.

There are fears that the Trump administes
will provoke a crisis by defying judicial orders.
The president possibly believes he has a pliant
Supreme Court that would go along with his plans
and therefore o fnal showdown with the judiclary
will not be needed, 1 that turms out o be incorrect,
oreven partly correct, then all bets are off for the
future of American

It goos without saying that neither anarchy nor
autocracy bs an appropriate model of governance
In the modern world,
oldest democracy, its champion of markets and
trade, a country that accounts for s quarter of the
global economy and possesses the world's largest
and most bethal military. This s a very da
mament for the world

nocracy.

Thisis especially true of ity
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Budget: A missed opportunity is our biggest cost burden

SATISH DEODHAR & VIJAY KELKAR

markets. Adam Smith famously said, *It s
not from the henevolence of the butcher, the
brewer, or the baker that we expect ourdin
ner, but from thelr regurd to thedr own sell’
Interest,” That self-interest woulkd have been
bost served by initiating market reforms,
Further, the finance minister said that the
government considered agriculture one of
Tndla’s four powerful engdnes of growth, and
that reforms would fuel this engine,

But where are the reforms? The budget
dicd announce productivity-related Initia
tives, such national mission on high
vielcding seeds, a five-year missbon forcotton
productivity and a National Institute of Food
Technology, Entrepreneurship and Man
agement, There are also steps such as
enhancing the limits on Kisan crodit cards
and boosting the supply of urea through
Investments in fertilizers. However, these
v all technology - and supply -driven initia
tives, What the agricultural sector desper
ately needs are market reforms.

It s astylkzed principle ineconomics that
Interfering with price signals creates unin
tended consequences. A bold initlative is
needed to assure farmers comprehensive
direct benefit transfors (DETR) nlieu of min
Imum support prices (MSPs) and subsidies
for power and fertilizers. This substitution

will benefit the economy in general, apart
from Burmers, Fiest, while the reach of MSPs
Is limited, DETs can benefit all farmers and
sharecroppers. Second, a fixed DET amount
per household Is more equitable
farmers benefit equally. Th

|, aneea com:
prehensive DET system replaces MSPy and

inpast subwides, market pri
cos will send farmens sig:
nitls for the optimal use of

It did a good job

MINT

Trump has quit talking about
inflation: It's easy to guess why

The US leader tends to change the topic whenever it is brought up

NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON
Is a politics and policy colurmnist for
Bloomberg Opinion

resident Donald Trump has taken a

sledgehammer to the US federal gov

ernment, renamed the Gulf of Mex
Ico, revived plastic straws and plodged to
own Gaza, but has done litte to address
Inflation. This kssue was among voters' top
concerns and helped Trump win, Infact, a
study showed that the very mention of
inflation, which Trump often did, caused a
loss of confidence in the Biden-Harris

administration. Well, it scems voters are of

two minds when itcomes to Tramp's fiest
woeks n office. He has high approval rat
Ings, but survey respondentssaid Trumpls
not focusing enough on lowering prices

That poll suggests possible perll for
ek s Republican allies—and an
renocrats, who are searching
for ways to counter Trump, who ordered
“heads of all executive departments and
agencies to deliver emergency peice relief,”
Inan executiveorder, Yet, Tramp tends to
duck the pelce question, asseen inan inter:
view with For Neww anchor Bret Baier.

“So, ifall goes to plan, when do you think
Families woulkd be able to feel prices golng
down, groceries, energy
are you kind of saylng to them, 'Hang on,
Inflation may get woese, unti it gets better’
Trump's rambling answer made no men
tionof prices or inflation, “No, [think we're
gonna become a rich, look, we aren't that
rich rght now, we owe 836 trillion, that's
because we ot all these nations take advan
tageofus,” he responded, pivating totarkfis,
“Same thing, like $200 billion with
Canada... We have a deficit with Mexico,
S350 billion, I'm not golng to do that, I'm
not golng to let that happen,”

Tramp appears to misunderstand trade
deficits, which are usually understood asa
slgn of a healthy economy, with consumens
bayings goods and powering growth. Amer
Ieans aren't being taken advantage of by
Canada or Mexico, which supply the US
with oil, umber, fruits and vegetables,
among other goods. But, to Trump, Amert
cans have been suckers and he has arrived
tosettle the score, While Trump has kept
up his campaign tiffs on this front, he has
Fargely dropped any talk of tumbng inflation
and grocery prices,

Here's Tramp. T hear so much about the
word ‘groceries,’ used to use groceries a
loton that [campalgn] trall 10s like sort of
an obd-fashioned word, grooerles, but gro
cerlos s the word. That's the most accurite
word,” he said, recalling his approach to
inflution during the campalgn, “And uh,
the price of groceries went through the
roof, Bacon was levels like nobody’s ever
seen... You know, we inherited a mess”

*

and gralnspollage that occur through Food
C {Tndi;

Milbons of Americans consider the cost of
living a major pain point ar

Democruts, lirgely canght flat-footed by
Trump's blizzard of actions following his
Inauguration, have blasted Trump's failure
tofocusonlowering costs, polating instead
tothe price increases economists predict
woulld follow tarifis. “Trump's response to
twoout of three Americans who think he's
not dolng enough on costs? Another Tax.”
was the subject line of an email sent out by
the Democratic National Committee,

Still, Trump seems intent on tariffs and
voters have baked in a possible price hike,
which could provide a political buffer for
Trump, Some 5% of respondents say It
will take six months to mose than a yoar for
grocery prices to go down. And Tramp's
approval rating Is high, even asthe peice of
eggs continues o climb—those prices rose
4% from November to December, with an
adeitional 20% increase expected this year,
u fing to the US Department of Agri
culture. The culprit is bird flu, which has
decimated the US hen population but got
ten litthe alr time from politiclans,

Trump has upended much of the con
ventional wisdom on politics, marshalling
his own unlikely coalition and conjuring
his own reality. He is everywhere, all the
thme, enacting o kind of choose- your-own
adventure agenda. The sheer volume of
activity guarantees that something on his
augencha will find an sudience. Hate pennles,
DELtrainings, paper straws? Well, Trump
Is your guy

He Is the bull in the proverblal china
shop, gratifylng millions of voters by
smahing the status quo and sticking It to
the elites. In this scenario, for these voters,
prices might not matter as much. Espe
clally If price hikes are framed as a kind of
patriothe barden to bear temporurtly, while
Trump promises riches to come. What
could matter more is punishment of the
right enemies, be they federal workers,
undocumented lmmigrants, transgendor
athletesor countries that have supposedly
been getting one over on the US,

The US prosident’s imperialistic bluster,
rebuke ofall things woke and hisauthord
tarlan approach to governance will not
bring down the cost of hucon, but it could
channel the pent-up frustrations of mil
Hons of American voters who have gotten
used to high prices, but now feel seen and
heard by Tramp, And in the enck, that could

be enough COLOOMBERG

soedss and finally, for cereals like wheat and

I 1

These changes can be wrought through o
structural adjustment programme in which
anadjustment peelod bs given to the bened
claries of existing policies. A staggered
approach is better than sudden policy
changes of the kind intro
duced by the government
during covid. For example,

rioe, Theadjustr plin can bespread over
57 years, so that there are no surprises.
These changes will have to be initlated
within the contours of cooperative federul
fsm. Towards this, an Agricultural and Food
Marketing Council (AFMC) may beset up, It
should be chalred by the Union agriculture
mindsterand have the agriculture minksters
of states and Union territorkes as members,
Since participation in multilateral agricul
tural trade negotiations at global forums is
entrusted to the Union commerce ministry,

s and choloe of o / Itural Prod
Thawilihelpcheckenwt.  ON Many fronts - (e T CoTe e
e butletusdown Seen
piaed i nd ol O farm market - crore. So,Just st siste
production of certain reforms that years for losses arising out
crops. Finally, payment of the creation of a unified
(\i;'l.ll_\:‘n;ld leakages l:;‘u were the need  wods ‘;lx: sorvic ‘-‘ Lax sy
MSP disbursement will be tem, APMCs can be com
avoided, as DETs will take of the hour pensated for thelr rovenue

placequickly and pertodi

cally, going directly into

the Jan Dhan acoounts of individual farmens,
Also, farmens must be allowed to sell their

produce anywhere to get hetter prices Lim

itson the stockpiling of farm procuce should

be ended too and contract farming pro

moted, This will facilitate timely supply of

ruw materials and avold the financlal losses

losses i farmers sell thelr

produce elsewhere.
Similarly, market reforms could be stag
gered across different furm commodities.
They could first be Introduced for fruits,
vegetables and horticultural crops, as these
have no MSPY, Thereafter, they can be Intro
dhuced for cash crops, such as cotton and sug:

arcane; followed by millets, pulses and oll

o should also be part of the AFMC,
The farm reform bills approved by India's
furlkament in 2020 had touched a raw nerve
among state and farmer onganizations, as
they weren't discussed by a padiamentary
standing committee, Consulting panels with
prosentatives from opposition parties,
s governments, technocrits and agricul
d experts could ald consensus formation.
This would assure stakeholders that thelr
views are belng consbdered and the govern
ment isn't pushing changes through,
Given the government’s fresh mandate,
the budget could have laid a foundation for
such bold reforms, Unfortunately, it reminds
usof the adage, “Nothing Is more expensive
than a missed opportunity,”
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RESTRAINT IS A
DIVINE QUALITY

Many of us give in to fleeting desires,
leading to personal degradation

<

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

wami Vivekananda was approached by a young Western

woman wanting to marry him. He asked her reason. Then,

he gave a very witty answer and excused himself. Similarly,
a young and pretty woman approached a famous scientist. She want-
ed a child with his intelligence and her looks. He excused himself
by stating that there is a possibility that the child may be born with
his looks and her intelligence. We remember them because show-
ing such restraint is very uncommon. Rather, it is common that peo-
ple seek opportunities to cheat on their spouses; they make many
efforts, never mind being uﬂured on a platter.
The result is with of the per-
son. We have ten senses. There are five knowledge-gathering sens-
es, which are eyes, ears, nose, skin and tongue. Then, there are
five working senses, which are speech, hands, legs, genital and
anus. | will detail how and why restraint should be iced

Addressing the
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leadership and religious identity
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IQBAL SINGH LALPURA

The revival of Sikhism requires a collective effort from the Sikh community
and its leaders to adapt, evolve and work together towards this holy mission

t is humanly impossible to accept the |

threat of extinction to Sikhism,
Without delving into the glorious his-
& and ang‘ﬁm principles of the
Sikh religion, the present Ensnmn is
that after leaving Nankana Sahib, Punja
Sahib, and most religious places, including
the capital of Khalsa Raj Lahore, Sikh lead-
ers decided to join India without a written
agreement from the then Congress leader-
SEIP. This decision was made despite bein,
art of the Congress leadership, which suls
Fcrcd millions n% deaths and loss of proper-
ty. The Sikhs believed Congress leaders only
10 be betrayed even after tﬂ amalgamation
of Shiromani Akali Dal twice in 1948 and
1956 respectively. The majority of Sikh lead-
ership was power-hungry and remained with
Congress.
The remaining Sikh leaders sum:d palnul

Beginning with the eyes, what do our eyes wish to see mosl'i

from lang
scckmp mare %«chr for smcs under the
and even advo-

Something very beautiful. This is fine as long as it is
like a beautiful flower, lake or mountain. When it degrades like see-
ing nudity, it must be avoided. Unfortunately, the mind is very unhelp-
ful in this regard; it pulls us down.

Tongue is another offending sense; it leans towards tastier foods,
‘which may harm. How do you explain eating too much salt or sugar,
which benefits littie and harms plenty? What is the explanation for
eating harmful meat preparations, except for their taste when plen-
ty of choices are available in vegetarian dishes? Here again, the
mind is the culprit. Additionally, material intelligence justifies. Restraint
is considered foolish. What we do wish to listen to most is? Sorry,
dirty jokes.

Then, people love to have friendships with those who will appre-
ciate the moon for some pecuniary benefit. Even in songs, some
people strangely prefer to hear sad songs, or which titillate. People
do realise that habituated thus we condemn ourselves to the next
life also.

Long Krishna warns, “The ear, the eye, the touch sense, the tongue

and the nose go to the next body with the mind.” (15.7) We are
more restrained in the matter of the nose: foul smell repels. But

cating foran in ndent state of Khalistan,
using Gurdwara funds and premises under
various leaders. To gain within the Sikh com-
munity, they did not hesitate to blame and
marginalise others, These agitations result-
ed in the deaths of thousands of innocent
people and the loss of property and kept
Punjab in a state of turmoil.
The Sikh leadership, known as Akali, even-
tually gained political power in Punjab from
1967 onwards many times and also became
partners in the central government on mul-
tiple occasions, However, the loser in these
‘ﬁn.mnm was peace and prosperity in
unjab, coupled with the loss of the image
of Sikhs as angels of Guru Nanak, who were
perceived as extremists, anti-national, or
atankwadi or terrorist or extremist not only
in India but abroad also. Every Sikh living
in India suffers from this stigma without any
fault of their own. Sikh Guru Sahiban orga-
nized preaching and propagation through
Manjis, Masands, Nirmale, and Udasis.
This took Sikhism to every part of the coun-
and abroad. However, after the demise
2 Maharaja Runjeet Singh, Britishers took
over the control of Gurdwaras.
What to talk of propagation, they started
converting Sikhs to Christianity beginning
with Maharaja Duleep Singh. The 1920 to
1925 Gurdwara Sudhar lehar after sacrific-
ing several Sikhs and loss of property gave
chance to Sikh to manage their religious
places and use donations for community
causes. The research, education, and pm{‘)-
agation of Sikhism should have been t
agenda, but leaders decided differently and
joined Congress for politics and freedom
struggle, The preaching of the Sikh tenets to
even Sikhs was ignored. Gurdwaras, the con-
ceptofac meeting, service, and

some people eat stale foods; they are under the mode of
(18.10) Skin is generally a friend of all; we like cool comforts in
the summer and warm surroundings in the winter.

Turning to the working senses, speech is the worst offender of all.
What do you think causes the maximum harm? It is very easy to
guess; it is something spoken inappropriately or in anger.

What is the explanation for abusing when the reaction is bound to
be severe? But people do not control themselves. Even the best of
men have weak moments when they slip up. Lord Krishna has coun-
selled, "One who is not agitated by others and who doesn't get agi-
tated by others, he is dear to Me.” (12.15) Genitals give the max-
imum trouble unless controlled from an early age.

It is so easy to abuse oneself, but it is so harmful. Restraint is
required, which is why ‘brahmacharya’(celibacy) is highly recom-
mended. God has allowed sex enjoyment, which is not against 'dhar-
ma’ (within moral principles). (7.11) Why not be restrained and enjoy

preaching centres were converted into mere
places of ritual (banned by Guru Sahib) or
platforms for leadership within the commu-
nity or politics.
Instead of being places of learning, equali-
ty, meditation, and service. In the absence
of any guidance or unity, the Gurdwaras at
the \Jlag: level also failed to promote the val-
ues of making villagers one family as
pu‘achtd by the Guru. The Gurdwara
Parbandhak committees lacked plans to mkc
the Sikh religion to every part of their
tive states, other parts of the country, as hc
universe. They even divided Sikhs on polit-
ical lines instead of uniting them as being
Sikh brotherhoods,
While comparing one religion to another is

a superior feeling!
(The writer is a spinitual leader; views expressed are personal)

ible, one can learn from others. It is
posuNc to criticise other religions, but one
should also acknowledge the dedication of

EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS
ARE NOT AMONG
THE BEST AND
ARE NOT and the judiciary, the two essential
WIDESPREAD IN
PUNJAB AND
OTHER PLACES.
WITHOUT cational institutions. A review of
STANDARD
EDUCATION,
SIKHS ARE
EXCLUDED FROM §
BUREAUCRACY
AND THE
JUDICIARY, THE
TWO ESSENTIAL
PILLARS OF
DEMOCRACY,
EVEN IN PUNJAB,

their preachers, their lifestyle,
knowledge, discipline, and humil-

ity. In Sikhism, every religious ser-
vice, from Pathi to Akhand Path,
kirtan, Ardas, Dhadi, Katha, and
even marriage and cremation cer-

emonies, has become a means of

earning money. Having lost the
golden principles of the Nirmal
Path, Sikhs are now respected only
for their free kitchen and service to
society, which is ingrained in their
blood and DNA by Gurus,

Sikh educational institutions are not
am J the best and are not wide-

spread in Punjab and other places.
Without standard education, Sikhs
are excluded from bureaucracy

SIKH

illars of democracy, even in
the country,

reputation, even the Sikh commu-
nity has lost interest in these edu-

voting patterns from 1951-52 to
1972, and even 1977, reveals that the
Sikh Akali party was unable to form
& government in Punjab state or
establish itself as a recognized
wer in the Lok Sabha ang ?Rn))'a

a. However, after O

Punjab, but to talk of other parts of

Due to mismanagement and loss of

have made it clear that in a state
with over 15 lakh Sikhs, only about
3.50 lakh voters registered, and
about 2.46 lakh voted, The leader-
ship, who were in charge under var-
lous governments, were wiped out
due to disench. Cases of

gion of Angels.

Their contribution to Punjab's
development is also not visible. The
failure of Sikh religious and politi-
cal leadership after 1839 AD, when
Shere Punj breathed his last, is
for the present situation.

misuse of Gurdwara funds for per-
sonal gain have been reported in
social media and papers.In Punjab,
the situation is no better, with a state
having a 1.60 crore Sikh population,
bat only less than 30 lakh voters reg-
istered. The leadership of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandak
committee must explain what hap-
pened to the remaining 1.30 crore
plus Sikhs. Have they converted to
other religions, or are they not inter-
ested in Gurdwaras?

They have been in control of
Gurdwara funds for over 100 years
and now owe an explanation to the
new generation. The state of affairs
in Delhi, with regards to the Sikh

The intelligentsia and capable Sikhs
have lost interest and are not even
contacted or consulted. The situa-
tion demands that Sikh achievers
come forward to save the religion
from further damage. In this situ-
ation, the first effort should be to
save the Sikh religion. This can be
achieved by promoting education,
distancing oneself from avoidable
agitations, and improving relations
with the government of India and
the majority community to seek
their help in reviving the Sikh reli-
gion before it is too late.

Furthermore, to achieve this, it is
essential to establish a unified plat-
form for Sikh m{ammmm and

Gurdwara Parbandhak €
is concerning, A significant major-
ity of Sikhs show little interest in
becoming voters, which is alarming,
These committees, which oversee
historical Gurdwaras numbering
around 500 in India, don't represent
the th ds of other Gurd

we and work
towards a common goal. This plat-
form should have \lﬁl brotherhood

much away from politics, They can
facilitate dialogue, coordination,
and collective action among Sil
mups cnablmg them to pool
t and influ-

Blue Star, Wood Rose, Black
Thunder, and the killing of thou-
sands of Sikhs, as well as the insult
and discrimination they faced,
Sikhs joined hands to defeat the
Congress in Punjab decisively and
bring the Akalis to power.
Nevertheless, after giving them a
chance under different leaders, the
majority of Sikhs have distanced
themselves from the Akalis, as they
failed to heal the wounds inflicted

BUT To TALK OF by being part of politically motivat-

agitations or simply being Sikh.

ed .

OTHER PARTS OF Due to their failure to resolve com-
munity issues and allegedly joining

THE COUNTRY anti-Sikh forces in 2017, the Akalis

are no longer the leading opposition
party in Punjab,

The latest Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandak committee elections

across the country. Interestingly, the
proposal for an All India Gurdwara
Act, which was first introduced in
1956, was put on hold in 1998-99
by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee govern-
ment.

The reason behind this decision was
the potential influence of Sikhs from
outside Punjab on Gurdwara man-
agement, which could have threat-
ened the control of Punjab’s Sikh
leadership. Mareover, those who left
Punjab between 1982 onwards for
greener pastures abroad, using
political asylum as a pretext, have
not contributed to spreading the
Sikh religion. Instead, their prima-
ry abjective has been to blame the
Indian government and promote
hatred. No person would be attract-
ed to this kind of projection of a reli-

ence 1o promote the Sikh religion
and add[:cu the challenges facing
the community.

Additionally, there is a need to revi-
talize Sikh educational institutions,
promote standard education, and
encourage Sikhs to participate in
bureaucracy and the judiciary. This
can help restore the community’s
reputation and rebuild trust in its
institutions, Ultimately, the revival
of Sikhism requires a collective
effort from the Sikh community, its
leaders, and organisations. It
demands a willingness to adapt,
evolve and work together towards

this holy mission.

(The writer is Chairman -

National (,ommusw:{nr
Minorities Government of India;
views are personal)

Cooperative commodity zones: A farmer-led revolution for economic empowerment

These zones present a groundbreaking solution, empowering farmers through cooperative-led trade, storage infrastructure and digital platforms

ndian farmers have long
Islrugg]cd with price insta-

bility, distress sales and
financial insecurity. While
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) provides some relief,
its limitations and inefficien-
cies leave many farmers vul-
nerable. A transformative
approach, the Cooperative
Commodity Zone (CCZ)
model, offers a more sustain-
able solution by enhancing
price security, market access,
and financial resilience. As
global agriculture shifts
toward sustainability and
resilient iuppl}' chains, India
must adopt a farmer-centric
model that ensures fair earn-
ings and economic empower-
ment.
The CCZ model aligns with
the vision of “Sahkar se
Siddhi” (Prosperity through

Saad

BINOD ANAND

Cooperation), promotin,
cooperative strength, local
enterprise, and self-sufficien-
cy. This model enables farm-
ers to become key stakehold-
ers in commodity trade rather
than remaining dependent
on middlemen and specula-
tive traders.

India’s commodity market
structure currently favours
traders and speculators, lim-

iting farmer participation,
Mandis (APMC markets) are
often controlled by cartels
that suppress prices, prevent-
ing farmers from receiving
fair compensation.

While platforms like NCDEX
and MCX exist for commod-
ity trading, they remain inac-
cessible to small farmers due
to a lack of financial literacy
and a proper warehouse
receipt system. This forces
many into distress sales at low
prices, exacerbating their vul-
nerability,

International institutions
such as the World Bank and
the International Bank for
Reconstruction .llld
Development (IBRD) have
criticised India’s MSP system
as an economic distortion.
‘Their market-driven recom-
mendations benefit large

agribusiness corporations

while ignoring India's agrar-
ian realities, such as fra
mented landholdings, inade-
quate storage, and climate
uncertainties. The MSP
debate, shaped by these insti-
tutions, serves multinational
trading firms rather than
Indian farmers, The C
model offers a paradigm shift
toward farmer-led economic
hubs.
These zones integrate coop-
eratives, Farmer Producer
()rganmumns (FPOs), stor-
age units, processing cen-
tres, and digital platforms to
ensure stable prices, fair trade,
and better incomes. Instead of
relying solely on MSP, CCZs
pmvug an “MSP Plus” model
where farmers receive either
MSP or a higher market-dri-
ven price. CCZs establish

cooperative-led procurement
and storage facilities, allowiny

farmers to sell at optima
prices. By participating in
commodity trading through
cooperatives, farmers can
hedge risks and benefit from
price appreciation,

Digital platforms and coop-
erative aggregation enable
direct trading on national
and global markets, reducing

reliance on intermediaries.
Storage infrastructure within
CCZs stabilises prices and
minimises post-harvest loss-
s, Farmers can avoid imme-
diate distress sales through
cooperative h and

tions. Financial literacy pro-

grams will equip farmers

with knowledge of credit,

crop insurance and hedging

mechanisms. Successful glob-

al madcls highlight lht
ofc

cold storage facilities.
Integrating value addition
and processing centres
ensures that raw produce is
transformed into higher-
value products, increasing
farmer profitability,

Through e-commerce and
direct sales channels, CCZs
create a transparent, farmer-
centric market where farmers
dictate prices. Technology
lays a crucial role, with Al-
Eau-d price forecasting,

F
ven L()mmndlly ll\dllﬂb(‘

Thc \clhcrhnds‘ Canada,
and India's Amul Dairy
Model exemplify how coop-
eratives can drive agricul-
tural prosperity. Extending
this approach to gnins,suly
es and horticultural products
can create a national network
of farmer-owned enterprises.
CCZs will enhance farmer
earnings, reduce post-har-
vest losses and generate

blockeh d trans-
parency and mobile trading
platforms providing real-time
pricing and secure transac-

in storage, pro-
u:umg and marketing,

This system reduces reliance
on government procurement,

empowering [-.lrmcu to con-
trol their economic destinies.
With the right policies and
cooperative leadership, CCZs
can make Indian agriculture
self-sufficient, prosperous,
and globally competitive.
The time has come for farm-
ers to transition from survival
to prosperity. CCZs provide
the roadmap for this transfor-
mation, countering mislead-
ing narratives from interna-
tional financial institutions,
The OCZ model is more than
an idea—it is a movement
poised to redefine India’s
a ricultural landscape and
place farmers at the center of
cumnmlc P'()ﬂr(ii
(The writer was a member
of the high-level MSP com-
mittee, Ministry of
Agriculture; views
are personal)
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New India, old problems

RBI should initiate an asset quality
review of all co-operative banks

ORE THAN FIVE years a&enhe Punpab and Maharashtra Co-
operative (PMC) Bank was d and

kof India (RBI)} ', ded
!heboa.rdofNew India Co—operaﬁve Bank fora period of 12
mon!hs.Despl h dersinthepast — bmhsd:edu.led

P
1 : Moot

Ian Once left mthelurdl,d\eyanmtwilh-
dnwdmhnmzyforslxnmthxﬂmbank’sbmimshzscm toastand-
still because it can neithergive loans nor accept deposits.

e

visionofth rortt i he Banking RegulationAct, 1949,

it’s not clearwhythere hast hensive review of the way co-oper-
e = Fi i el g

3 1 + o 3 1, 1, 1 bt

that d-2020: b " op

- e KBy cestial : ey

and other guidzlina were introduced. Hawzver this dnesn t seem to hzve

tem\safmanpowu'arlegslatm orboth.

Inthe case of PMC Bank,a ionate amount was lent to a single
borrower, and fake accounts were opened to facilitate this. Several other
financial irregularities were later uncovered, including under-reporting of

NDIA'S FRUITS AND vegetables
(F&V)sectoris growing faster than

is also more nutritious. Yet, it
mcelves far less policy focus and institu-
Js With-
erslnr-

out organised value chains,
ise,aradequalzpmmﬁlns
F&V sector remains hlghlyvulnenbk to
seasonal gluts, price crashes,and post-har-

wvest losses. Around 8.1 for fruits md
7.3% for vegetables are lost in post-har-
wvest value chais to 37% of

P

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
@ NEGLECT OF SAFETY

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

C i

g the lame ber of d
j, better

should

going to Pra

have been made at the station. The government and
administration should ensure that no one has to lose

their life due to

and

® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
THE SUCCESS OF SAHYADRI FARMS PRESENTS A BLUE PRINT FOR THE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES SECTOR

Can Sahyadri

ASHOK GULATI
RAYA DAS

Respectively distinguished professor and
fellow at ICRIER

do an Amul?

Because of the expansion of processing
units, SFPCL could generate 6,000+ jobs
ofwhich 32% werewomen in FY24.
TheumesofSahyndﬂfxmpt&ru
Asof
Axg\stmzl,thegwemmemmatarget
of 10,000 FPOs, of which 8,875 had been

(PIB, 2024.If India can scale up 10,000
high-impact FPOs like SFPCL, it could

total post-harvest losses of €1.53 lakh
crore annually (NABCONS, 2022). Mare

over,with

farmers lypkal!y receive about 30% of
what the consumers pay for F&V. Butwhat

which provides a blueprint for success. the gay global redefine the F&V sector. Sahyadri Farms

in 2004 leadership of \value | could be the divadandi (li g

Vilas Shinde, SFPCLstarted with just 10 addmon,pmcesiing,and dlxect mallm Nnulwulnd\emllknecmr'l‘hu requires

farmers, ks linkages. SFPCL has built g in three key areas. Firstly,
252 villages, 31,000 acres, and over ensuring

26,500 registered farmers in FY24. Indian farmers get access to pmnlum suppon by pmvlding working capital,

SFPCL's annual turnover skyrocketed | markets byadhering to stringent quality amu‘tundeve!upnkm, and digital

from¥13

FY24(figure 1).

Of SFPCL's total revenue, 64.6%

inFY12to¥1,5

agriculture practices. SFPCLis India's lar-
gest grape exporter. It exports 90%of the

like the Open Nawork for Dlgnzl Com-
‘merce can enhance market access, while

bad loans, Fblice have already arrested a highly-ranked bank employee for farmer producer companies, the wayit ~ comes from the domestic market,while | procured grapes to the Union RY
P g T122 crore. ions should be raised about the was done in case of milk? exportsto41countriescontribute 35.4%. | and UAE,and farmers receive,onanaver- | parency and traceability in transactions.
bank’s internal contml medunismzs!hefmud happenedbetween ’0’0 Themilkstory iswell known.Cooper- | Goag age,about 550 of the freeonboardprice. | Secondly, revivingand expanding Opera-
and 2025.01 i atives under the leadersh hese g for 51.704, us, Anothercrucial ofitssuccessis | tionGi
find abuyer for New I dhl itisunki the torwill l et Kurien changed India' sland.-cape oma dry fruits, and mangoes (figure 2). How- its investment in processing infra. Toma- Mission, The government launched Oper-
the £ail Inthecase of PM( b M tegula P highly milk-deficit countrytotheworld’s ~ ever, in the total export revenue, grapes | toes dominate SFPCL's domesticrevenue | ation Greens in 2018 to stabilise perish-
bank se Jargest 2 3 have the d share (63.9%), fol- | at35%,with p jing for butwitha modest €500-crore
no takers and so a speedy merger, aslnmmhlmTlmesnankorf‘ tonnes, theUSat103million = lowed by mango and other fruit slices | p uree,and h yoffood pro-
Bankof! PunpburGlohnl'MM Bank,wasnotanoption.Inall th tonnes in FY24. More interestingisthe ~ (18.20b)and banana (12.8%).Atthecore | sauce production. This has ensured price | cessing, It lacked both a visionary leader
the RBI bletop gt ger.Inth "Yes Bank,llwasable fact that brands like Amul claim their f Sahy idg stability for farmers even during gluts. like Verghese Kurien (Operation Flood)
obili 16 chutch oflend " ler'snetworth. milk farmers receive 75-80% of the con- and clear accountability. Thirdly, a com-
> P
it govemmentdidmul RIS ontorpotymtensts | SUCCESS STORY P Sy i
of PMC "_ hth i L. htra State C: openﬂv‘e Mlh“dd“"m why India cannot replicate thissuccess ~ Growth trajectory of total revenve Share of various F&V in total 209% of F&V produce s processed, pre-
out Finally, &= i, T '"m—Pam story in F&V? It is surely challenging. ~ of SFPCL FY12 to FY24 revenue of SFPCL in FY24 venting distress sales and stabilising
theway for thel’ try PMC Bank. This, Unlike dairy, wherea single commodity ¢ o 00 prices.What India truly needs s a National
as fany exp d, 1 m abackdoor entry for both players (milk) was efficiently organised, F&V in- Fruit and Vegetable Board, akin to the
irite " tor 1 + " ,.hd N Tobe i Jtipl by 13 { 1,549 National Dairy Development Boaxd, to
fair, the mgula!m'd.ld nothavea choice.A simil: .
New India too unless some banks emerge as a white kmght.The bank has zy;mma: ﬁmﬁ:‘n; 1400+ ::::n:::l:m s
been grappling with losses in the last two fiscal years P i 1,004 for farmers. The question remains: can
It is high time a thorough evaluation is made of all co-operative lenders The only way tostabilise theirpricesisby = 1,000 Vilas Shinde be the Verghese Kurien of
in the nature of the asset quality review that was initiated by the RBI for integrating farmers into well-structured 800 India's F&V sector? The Sahyadri experi-
heduled ks waybackin 2016.A forensic audit s called for value chains that includes aggregation, 600 mmlhjanlnladyfrxltfd!{nﬂde.whn
on bast h lties. Most importantly, WIY‘“&M%-’“““&W‘EP"’ 400 it pin: vy n‘:";"
Lhmcanbennpol.iﬁczllnterfemmthemmdngoﬂhebank,bmhlhe ;:;;kam hailite, 200 :hmnm::ensuu(hag(hmﬁlg:t:
mmasmnlwﬂwhoﬂdln&dwbemm!dbyvmlmmswmm ‘This is where the role of farmer pro- 0 W Grapes mTomate  mCitrus least 55-600% of the price being paid by
¥ failures. ducer organi )b it Bl a3 8 " Dryfruit ®Mango = Ifindiacandoit,it 7
cal. Sahyadri Farmer Producer z (4 & Banana Minput facility mOthers form its F&V sector.
Ltd (SFPCL) is one such company Operat- | .. Callted by authors from SFRCL

Alibaba won't solve all of
Apple's China problems

APPLE'S CHINA BUSINESS kicked off the Year of the Snake inauspiciously.
Revenue dropped 11%during the Dece

ing in Nashik district of Mah

Views are personal

Making in India for the world

more than 18%.The Tru

veiled fresh tariffs on gnods from

its biggest manufacturing b& and it’s still unclear if the Cupertino, California-
based company can get out of them this time around. Beijing, meanwhile, is report-
edly mullinga probe into its app store fees and practices.

Butit amuch-need Thursday: Alibaba Group Hold -
ing confirmed it would be working with the iPhone maker to finally bring Apple
g to China. The Inf P y reported that Apple and v.he e-
iant had a proposal to L

launched ltsx much-hyped Al future': lnptohe US and other [unsd.mlens. but has
been plagued by delays in finding a local partner in a market where demand for
personal generative Al services is red hot.

Investors saw it as a major victory for Alibaba, sending its stock soaring on the
initial report. Still, it’s not clear if the long-awaited rollout of Al-enabled iPhones
will be enough to turn things around for Apple in China.

Maybe the process will go over better with Alibaba, but it's hard to imagine
Apple Intelligence alone will be enough to overcome the company's new web of
obstacles as gcopolltkzl tensions escalate. The Al iPhone hasn’t exactly lived up
to the hyp if Dave Lee puts it, the sh;

" The rnl!
oul has been noahly un-Apple-like — staggered and imperfect — even with the
support of industry leader OpenAl Perhaps it’s a blessing in disguise regulators
have forced Apple to take this slow in China.
Aneven bigger headache is le’s new, unwill-
ing position as a bargaining chip in the trade war.
The company was reportedly added to a list of US
tech giants that Chinese officials can target as part
of expected negotiations with the Trump adminis-
tration. Within moments of the US’s 10% China
lev:s Imklng in, Beljing responded with a probe
e Itw:

Global corporations with manufacturing bases need

HONG JU JEON

Managing director, LG Electronics in india

to proactively develop strategies that can help them
benefit from the ambitious target India has set for itself

the

ease and cost of doing b future

o ; i

CATHERINE hlglhmgfventhzlcooghhxverymnkedbunmn
left in China, Apple, meanwhile, still gets a major

THORBECKE chunk of revenue from consumers there.

Bloomberg It’s still yet to be seen if chief executive officer

Tim Cook will be able to broker his company out of
the fresh China unﬂ's Given Cook’s negotiating skills in the past, it’s likely he will

be able to sc again. without one,analysts expect
the hit to ultimately be manageable.

Butthat's or\lme trade wars don't escalate. US President Donald Trump has
long teased the threat of tariffs on chips from Taiwan. This would be painful: Tai-
wan i g por y P inApple’s
smartphones.

These mounting US-China tensions could have more concerning ramifica-
tions.As one of the f¢ tech still ing in China, Apple

has become the target of anti-American sentiment. Some of this backlash has
played out in more Chinese consumers opting for domestic brands. It doesn't
help that these local companies, such as Huawei Technologies, are already offer-
ing Al features.

Bringing Apple Intelligence to China would be a good move, but it amounts to
just one play in a new game of 4D chess. Apple will have to find a way to please
Trump, Beijing,and frugal Chi

Apple has spent years walking a tightrope as it seeks to please all sides, while
mutual animosity has all but snuffed out other hopes of Chinese and American
consumer tech com&nleﬁ working together. Yet the recent DeepSeek frenzy
showed that this divide may result in the US missing out. Even OpenAl CEO Sam
Altman said this week that he is keen to “work with China®,adding: *1 think that's
really important”

An Alibaba partnership wouldn't solve all of Apple’s China problems, but it
would be a much-needed and mutually beneficial relationship. Perhaps it could
serve as an example for policymakers that broader cooperation is possible.

Y
shackksuffnmlgnnieﬂymnqn,lnda an ready for in-d: d jobs; a ging and that is visible in the
hasachieved much more than one would ideal g;tzvnyﬁx glaba.l corporations. By vibrant and dynamic micro, small, and unwavering commitment that we have
have thought of, especially given the div- ging its opp forgrowth  medium y of
ersity of its nd and gy; and quality produc I
Fouwunuythatmsleﬁyappllngwhh bal success whil ,wlndla' gl P The
B P India is not just a gateway g 's p ive app to
pl If- but for achieving sustain- is i y is another
sufficiency. A vibrant and young popula- able, scalabl h on thy id embrace technological advancements.  crucial factor that helps corporations,
tion, aptly supported by a proactive and Innovations like Industry 4.0, artificial ~ small and large, to fulfil their commit-
relevant policy-making has enabled the ~ Factors driving growth intelligence, Intemet of Things,androbot-  ment to delivering the right products at
country to build a base for itself, where it Policy push: Global ics are g pro- theright ight pricey
cannot just serve its own consumerbase  experience shows that a duction p improv- 1o the vast consumer base here. Various
butalso: h ds of the world. gind India is not just a lngefﬁ:knq,andmnng pm|etts like Gati Shakti which aim to
From home-g indu 1 gi ustryisap isite fora but g lngutlcs and connectivity,
h dayk their prowess to > Inthis @ ybuta  ihesecutting: ¢d@l&cﬁnn ling manu-
global corporations, including us, that  context, the 2025 Union cornerstone for logies, Indian industries are facturers, are an encouragement to not
have reposed faith in the s‘llenglh!,capl Budget presented a signifi- achieving not only meeting global  onlylook atserving the Indian consumer
bilities, cant opp for India inable and gaininga  but ghexp
racy, the success achieved is a testi to lay a competitive edge in inter- The country aims to grow from the
of the ight decision made tobehereand  framework that, if imple-  Salable growth on  1ational markets, making ffthages othe thirdargest economy
build mented, could catalyse  the world stage i ived by 2027, rmany.
India’s growiny tination ith
India: Future of the globe manu{zcluxhxgssectm into investments. basel here need to proactively develop
India has emerged as one of the fast- gl ing hub. The National Up-ldlm;weu. India’svast talent  strategies that can help them benefit
g g g P iz i ring Mission by poolis akey ing that thecoun-
tions. As a global facturing and fi i Nirmala Si in With ic dividend tryhasmforltselfltnmmﬂypamthe
hub, of  herBudgetspeechp ﬂuxmﬂudzsahrgemdyoungwaxmp vu'yun the
“Makeinl ingi akey Ieethmlndh'spuhmwarﬂsmlsh:gm rds b i
driverof g Am- and. cost-effective hbmn force. Govern- natlonby2047 bmzhrmthﬂmeﬂx

tained cycle of robust

and resilience has enabled lndhwmvi
gate global disruptions successfully over
the years. India's unique blend of eco-

theentire
gamut of manufacturing enterprises —
across small, medium, and large indus-
tries — and will focus on five key areas:

THE EDITOR

ment ini at skilling the workforce
enables them to scale up to the next level
of excellence — something that corpora-
tions across the globe look for and value.

global pomrhnusu of manufmuring
with a stable and robust base capable of
serving theworld.

during high-demand events. it is
concerning that despite the clear
signs of a potential disaster, adequate
measures to prevent such chaos were
notin place. The fact that so many
fives were lost due to suffocation in
such a short time is a stark reminder
of the urgent need for better crowd

Treading cautiously gas supply by the US, and strong Urgent need for crowd
strategic ties on defence are positive

with Trump outcomes but also routine. US control and safety

Apropos of “Pragmatic deal-making" Donald Trump's conti The tragic incident at the New Delhi

(FE, February 15), Prime Minister pessimistic view that India is a “tariff Railway station on Saturday, which

Narendra Modi's visit to the US saw king" is not in good taste. India must claimed the lives of at least 15

both optimistic moves and also be cautious with the US while passengers including three d\ildrefh is

concems on tariff issues. itisa reducing tariff, and Modi cannot take i ble. The horrifying

welcome sight that india and the US the chemistry between him and C d by an shelming rush of

resolved to deepen the bilateral trade Trump as a token for tariff heading to the Maha

relationship since the US is one of distortion between the two nations Kumbh in Prayagraj, has highlighted

India's major trading partners, with and softening US immigration policies, the alarming issue of overcrowding at

the latter enjoying a surplus. Oil and —NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi major transport hubs, especially

and safety protocols
at railway stations.
~—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Falling off the
tracks again

New Dethi stampede underscores the need for better
crowd control during events like the Maha Kumbh

he stampede that resulted in the death of at
least 18 people at the New Dethi railway station
on Saturday night was a tragedy waiting to
happen, sparked by a combination of events
bmhawdfandubxpmnﬂkphtfwmwltnﬂle
happened is always ded. Indeed, a few
hours after the stampede, it was again choked with
people. Why? And why did Indian Railways think it
was alright to sell far more general tickets than the
train's capacity? Did the announcement of a new
special train, also headed to Prayagra) but from a
different platform, or delays in other trains departing
from the same platform contribute to the crowding
and chaos? What was unconscionable was the initial
reaction of the authorities — not very different from
that to the stampede at Prayagraj last month, Denial,
d\mnnnmnptmdum\phymtlomoﬂ'ms(mddy
Delhi's li

aboml.hedud\sa’bdﬂ:encdhmghbmmg) and
finally, an effort to convey that everything was under
control. The administration must conduct a thorough

and probe tofix ility and
pmvidemsms not just about the accident but the
response and behaviour after.

The painful scenes at the railway station on
Saturday night came just weeks after similarly tragic
events played out during the Mauni Amavasya Shahi
Snan in Prayagraj. The deaths of at least 30 people at
the Sangam site were supposed to act as a warning,
but clearly. the authorities are yet to fully respond to it.
With mammoth numbers of devotees headed to the
Maha Kumbh, Uttar Pradesh as well as other states
that act as the source of the pilgrims must install
foolproof plans for crowd control, remain vigilant, and
not allow any laxity while preparing for big days. With
trains acting as the primary source of transport for
millions of Indians, railway stations will naturally act
as nodes for this sea of humanity headed for the Maha
Kumbh, Hence, tighter arrangements and better prior
planning will be required to ward off any more
untoward incidents. This isall the more iImportant
given that roughly two weeks remain in the holy event.

The two stampedes have shown that contrary to
claims, planning to prepare for the mega holy event is
severely deficient. They have highlighted that crowd
control measures have to look beyond policemen with
lathis shepherding crowds and mere personnel
deployment, and involve better organisation,
cumﬂnmim. scientific phnning. and data-driven

Ily by fa 1g in crowd
eulmdmnmmmfyﬁngptuwnpdmshumﬂl
lines and sit as usual is not
an option. Thel\mnmtolld‘smhcalbumhm
proven far too high, and auth and g

[ GRAND STRATEGY )
‘Happymon Jacob.

The US president’s
disruptive politics will
reshape the world order.
New Delhi must seize
the moment

uch of the pessimism
-bu-a lhr potential
of

Trump 2.0is also an
opportunity for India

1o high-
Amms

ndka

mnn-mz and

contextof Trump's foredgn pulxywnl
be an analytical mistake. Two, the ert-
sis in world politics resulting
[rom Trumpean disruption offers an
opportunity to realise India's global
ambitions.

1f 5o, what does Trump's month-

Donald Trump's sec-
ond term for the Inter-
national order may be

long i tell us about his
potential impact on imernational polé
tics? This contest is crucial for assess-
ing Modi's recont visit to the US and

For thoseof g
international relations through the
lens of history and how States tend o
behave, mehnuwkydnwnﬂdy

for about the future of
Indo-US relations.

For one. it Is abundul}y clear by
now that nnfls will be a ﬂgnll‘um

like a d&avu lunmt lrltmnmnl
politics is an anarchic
States attempt 1o set the lrrms, and
the less. rful ones strategise thelr
moves. Is important to
make sense of not just the world
according 1o President Trumgp but also
Indo-United States (US) relations.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
recent visit o the US led to several sig-
nificant outcomes, as reflected in the
extensive Emf Joint statement.
However, ol

focus of Trump's
w-m. impacting [riends and lots
s detes-
s while
e US. Hels

mlned 10 Increase ex;

of which are more expensive than
alernatives. Thirdly, in tesms of his
view of the world, he is unlikely 1o
pursue new wars and s most likely
end the wars in Gaza and in Ukraine.
Flully Trump s also Hkely to disre-
nnrmsdhum

positive, hlhu-n: s visit tells us
that Indo-US relations will see many
ups and downs In the next four years.

hun-n rights, wm:
dmme and

I these Iulum persist over the
Imglumudu‘l’nnpsladmpd
icy, It will be

(Trump's demands. it i also
”

nl-lmlnustndmm
In other words, while the bipartisan
consersus in the US and the American
establishment's positive view of India
form a solid foundation for Indo-US
relations. Tramp’s views will have a
defining impact on that dynamic,
Indlia’s ability to rely on the tradi-
tional biparisan American consensus.
1o navigate the “Trump factor” in US
relations will be somewhat limited.
Therefore. Indian decision-makers
will m::!];o carefully calibrate and

lso India to seck favour-
able deads from the US, One area to
focus on Is nuclear reactors. India
should push Washington to accept its

tarills could encourage the country to
further reform the economy. The US
retrenchment from its expansive
involvement in world politics and its

liability law (or a revised
rently In the works) to facilitate the
sale of nuclear reactors. Additionally,

in global
present India vmh an opportunity to
mm creating focused multilater-

India could
regarding technology transfer and
export controls - the US has not been
particularly forthcoming in these
aneas.

Finally, the Trump administration
includes several India-friendly offi-
clals, the director of

manage
has bullt with the US w0 absorb the
shocks from Trumplan disruption

kvloryolh‘oUSr\-llw-wll hinge
on how both Indian and American
establishments navigate the relation-
ship with care and diplomacy. We are
In uncharted waters, which will test
the foundations of the relationship
that India and the US have buil

national Intelligence, the secresary of
state. and the assistant secretary in
charge of South Asia. This pnsmu
India with a unigue op

md to initiate conversations with
other great ers about what the
future world order should look like.
Just as the end of Workd War [I

the current international order,

come New Dell should welcome.
“This situagion akso provides Inda with
@ chance t engage In dialogue with
thelr

work witha !ynwmew: atnlnlm

States
mpeummlu ltrllukyuh-l

tion in the US. to create a
climate for itsell in South Asia and the
broadet region.

Trump 2.0 and the dhmpvcn it

limul politics thercby,
curbing the liberal internationalist
Impulse in both Europe and America,

the past
While India will need

date some of Trump’s demands, it is

it oppH For instance.
Trump's pressure on India to lower

order. A
hnmllklyuwllmwmemd

m!unwmmmum
than ever before.

Hapgrymon Kecob sewches India’s
forvign policy et INU and is editor,
INDIA'S WORLD magiztne The views
expreced are permmnal

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD |
‘Shashi Shekhar

The Sajjan Kumar story
and the politics of hate

umans tend to forget history’s harsh
lessons quickly. Today those fan-
ning cmn-mn-l tensions conve:
niently overlook the fact that such
attempts In the past ended in devastation.
Last Wednesday. another

If not for a magazine, featuring him on the
cover, that the young girl saw. She recog-
nised him but her complaint took 41 long
years to come 1o fruition and bring him to
Justice, Today, she's 54 years old.

The but

ALEXANDER STUBB

\.‘

I'he first phase (in efforts to end

the Russic
pre-negot
moment wi

ine war) is the
nd thisisa
1weed tor

nd put maximum
pressure on Russia

f

former Congress Member of Parliament
(MP) fmm Dclhl Sajjan Kumar, not only
the memoriesof the 1984 riots.
lollmdm the assassination of Indira Gandhi
but forced us once again 1o reflect on our
present-day
The court found Sajjan Kumar guilty last
week In the murder of Jaswant Singh and his
son, This was the result of a long, lonely and
agonising struggle by Jaswant Singh's
widow. During ber decades-long travails, o
time came when the police even filed a clo-
sul\-rvpanln lhtunr Even when the bra-

woulddowelwwepumwm —with thesanv:
that d d in seeking to
manage the narrative after.

Europe-army call a sign
of a continent in flux

Zel k walru
n\lslngan amtdbmd&uupt isan
hatthe mayno

longrbediebeneﬂthryo!secuﬂtygmmm
provided by the US since the end of World War 11
(WWII), against the backdropof
DomMTmmpismmmmtﬂngndalwnhRmﬂas
Viadimir Putin. Zelensky's call reflects a recognition of
the storm gathering, following comments by US vice-
JD Vance at the Munich Conference
that the old relationship with Europe is “ending™ and
the region “needs to adjust to that”,
nmhnsbzmmlkohﬂunp:mnmlyfnrdmadn
the first Tru d efforts in this
direcﬂon Theseslweddxmnwhcndnmdmregm
Europe. Besides the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
Trump’sdemand that Nato members bear more
security expenses, his recent conversations with Putin
and his promise of ending the war without giving Kyiv
acentral role in the talks, as well as Vance's attacks on
long-standing European values reflect the geopolitical
flux in Europe. The rise of Right-wing nationalism
fuelled by migration —a fallout of American and
European interventions in West Asia and Africa—and

case aside failed, Saj-
jan Kumar wasn't arrested for o long time,
However, the kaw fimally caught up with him,
Until now Safian Kumar has been
guilty of murdering five people. Those who
perpetrated rlolm« against the Sikhs

sively, yet

dodgemehw Swi Ieul actlon was neces-
sary because the attackers and their handlers
were also guilty of killing the spirit of the
Constitution that enshrines and upholds
human rights and the (dea of fraternity as
sacred. That makes the delay in delivering
Justice unpardonable.

Jaswant Singh and his son were bumt
alive in the Saraswatl Vibar area of Delhi on
November [, 1984, The mob thit attacked
them asked women and children to leave the
locality and save lhmudvu, bu hwnl

shslwlnmmlu-npkoilheulm

Justice delayed is justice denied. The viokenoe
that broke out in the aftermath of Indira
Gandhi's death resulted in more than 2.700
deaths and the loss of billlons of rupees
worth of property across the country. In
those days it felt as if the Sikh community in
India would nurse a grudge and stay aloof
from the national mainstream. But the com-
munity deserves our respect and gratitude
for picking up the pieces, rebuilding their
lives, duncdly pursuing the perpetrators of
violence. and bringing them to justice despite
the long procedural delays.

1100 was a witness to the countrywide vio-
lence unleashed against Sikhs. | then lived in
Allahabad (present-day Prayagraj). One
morning. | received a call from my office that
Indira Gandhi had been shot at. T rushed to

miy affice, We were working on bringing out
lhe evening bulletin, but by afternoon vio-
lence broke out. Shops run by Sikhs were
looted, gurudwaras attacked and mobs ran-
sacked Sikh houses. By evening, three people
had been Hlkd and dozens Injund me

Road map for pursuing
nuclear energy in India

nia's quest for a low-car bon Rature has led
to significant discussions on the role of
nuclear energy. The Union Budget has

the 's net zero

Rnclnn (BSRs), SMRs, and thorium-based
m-nmwmmm

vision by introducing a pucear mission
with a target al OOGW by 2047, changes in the
Atomic Energy Act and Civil Liability for

Nuclear Damage Act for greater private portics-
pation, and a 320,000-crore research and

mmwwrr dmwm—
including remote and industrial arcas,
m%nmmmn—mhsu&

aims 1o develop at least five indigenous reac-

wuhnm.l I-ylmmebumhnmﬁrlur
the following decades.

lar (SMRs). peoming Workd Sus- ﬂohllrmdsnm
tainable Development Sunmit (WSDS) 20256 tries suchas the United States, Canada. and the
set 10 shape discussions on the role of nuclear mmmmmmmmm XISMR
power s to the Atomic

frony was the th

habad was a Stkh officer, but the dhmc\

administration and law ement agen-

cles felt powerless before a bloodthirsty

crowd. | can't shake off those Images from
the

my mind even today.
same story was repeated in many citics,
Indira Gandhi's sssassination was the fall-

Swl +
Her heroic stand turned into a Mrlong
trauma after witnessing the mob burning
her father and brother ali Thvywmpﬂ
didn't know who the attackers were. All

knew was that the Prime Minister of hdin
Indira Gandhi, was shot in her official resi-
dence a day before and that the killers were
from her community. She had nothing 1o do

lirthe 0 do with the politics that caused car-

nmmt country. - oy

outof against Operation Bluestar
ordered by her to flush out terrorists from
the Golden Temple. In the 1990s, we were
again subjected to nationwide communal
violence. mtmmﬂmmummm
Masjid. Ricts broke out throughout the

try. More than 2.000 indians died -Id once
again property worth crores went up in
smoke. Just like in 1984, people felt that the
two largest communities in the country
would never live In harmony the way they
did earlier. Howevcr lhnpfloﬂmhuon

again We
the dust settled on the communal lmuy
Clreumstances have undergone a sea
change since. During those times there was
nosocial media. It made the task of control-
ling hate that much easier. Social media,
meant to bring together diverse people
I8 now ending up dividing them.
The dangerous trend is only growing. A
recent study by the University of California,
Berkeley, found that hate speech on Twitter
(now X) had risen by 50% after Elon Musk
purchased it, Musk is now an advisor to the

Despite high Energy Actand the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act will pave the way for expanding
wlm u- ylmﬂm factor that h-l In-n large-scale nudiear mmm through
huw:omrayln. i
et v .L’:"’ Water (PHWHRs)
ing the expansion of rencwables. . mrulm:hm|M)
Nuclear power contributes o Expediting ongoing projects in
stability while contributing to deep Kudankulam and Gorakhpur s
Unlike other exsential W meet near-tenm energy
energy sources, it provides a high- dermands. BSRs with pei-
capacity factor, operates independ- wate sector involverment is key 1o
mﬂy of weather conditions, and decarbonising hard-to-abate sec-
requires less land. tors. Concurrently, scaling up
Nuclear plants have a long opera- SMRs should be prioritised for the
tioral life and lower lifecycle ermis- 2030-2040 timeframe, This
sions, making them key for India’s ires fi
energy transition, erly-stage SMR development,
Indlia’s sucoess in scaling upsolar regulatory approvals,
energy has been largely driven by and incentives to attract private
government initiatives, Nuclear investment in reactor deployment.
rmamq‘l:llymhm India must also leverage its sub-
palicy framework, Arunendra stantial thorlum reserves.
ment's proposal to -nmd the  Kumar Tiwari 2035002047 the focus should shift
Atomic Actand Civil Liabil- towards fast-tracking the lrnw-
Hty for Nuclear Atsawed ————————— nuclear
come step, as these laws have his- nonlu nun urmmm-hnd e
torically private secior p Water
and foreign investment in nuclesr power. R HWRS). This is key

Allowing privaie enterprises and global part-
nerships could n«dr:nll- cagacity additon.

nuclear generution.
Finally, revisiting the US-ndia Civil Nuclear

Public peroep

wital for fostering international

, given the ic nucear
accidents and concerns about radicactive

It will facilitate technology
transfer, secure necessary financing wnd peo-

waste. NGO-led outreach and
communication regarding safety measures,
ml\mnml mm and IM o0

l-rsnhdlow r damage §s also critical,
Amendments to nuclear liability laws must
mamlwvm

. most powerful man in the world. the Presi-  nuckear urihuhhm\- between
Russia i its borders are changi 4».-::' of the u-n«: Smn Mnlﬁ;n& mﬁ&?&mmm e obust safety and
power equations. X owner and Trump administration ~ df] ing t n nuchear-energy target sndands nt
o!dln h h office. wittingly or Is India’s commitment ane
official Elon Musk's appeals to the European Right. too, .}"“m".ﬁm o dr s hllrmmgerymg o ermisions by 2070 This e 8 foretgn firm: sector.
have upset many governments. An inward-looking US gdmd.nn-dy. that is the global pattern umnw mml:dnmlmm
pmesmuln‘plemﬂmsm:heiiaohunm Europe iese days. iy of 82 Acl n;lhlsmtpunqnns K Ramanathan & feflow. and Arim-
" The latest indictment of Kumar for shanglc it Kuamar T) assochte fellow, The
and should prompt the continent’s leaders to forge a his role in the 1984 rln:s:fl:nd wio ‘Sheshi Shekhar is aditor-in-chief, Hindustan. o advanced : - TERI). The views
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Charting new course

Prime Minister Modi’s recent US visit was an ice breaker and

promising despite Trump's insistence on raising tariff walls

a significant global impact. Through his “"Make America Great Again” initiative,

Sinca Donald Trump assumed the presidency of the United States, he has made

he has repositioned the US on the world stage, aiming to reshape the existing
global order. By imposing tariff barriers and taking direct action when necessary, his
policies have put several economies, including India’s—which heavily depends on
exports to the US—at risk. However, some relief appears to be on the horizon. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to the United States has been lauded as a sig-
nificant milestone in strengthening Indo-US relations. Meeting with President Donald
Trump at the White House, both leaders engaged in comprehensive discussions that

din

g trade, defence, energy and technology. Despite

pfewous tens:ons over lanﬂ;; with Presidem Trump labeling India as a “tariff king,"
the summit showcased a collaborative spirit. Both nations committed to more than

ing of economic ties.

doubling bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. This
ambitious goal is set to be achieved through a forth-
coming bilateral trade agreement aimed at reducing
duties and enhancing market access. Additionally, the
US expressed interest in increasing investments in
India's nuclear energy sector, signalling a deepen-

A cornerstone of the discussions was defence coop-
eration. The US offered India the advanced F-35 stealth
fighter jets, marking a significant step in military col-
laboration. This proposal aligns with the ten-year
defence cooperation plan, emphasising the US's intent
1o bolster India’s defence capabilities. Such initiatives

are indicative of a strategic partnership aimed at ensuring regional stability and coun-
tering emerging threats. Technological and Innovation Partnerships Prime Minister Modi's
engagement extended beyond political leaders to influential figures in the technology
sector. His meeting with SpaceX CEO Elon Musk underscored a mutual interest in space

exploration and technological innovation. Di

d | collab-

orations in space technology, mobility solutions and the mxmductlon of services like
Starlink satellite internet in India. These dialogues reflect a shared vision of leverag-
ing technology for economic growth and societal benefit. The visit also highlighted
India’s nuanced position on global issues. While strengthening ties with the US, India
maintains its strategic autonomy, especially concerning relations with Russia and its
stance on conflicts like the Ukraine war. This balanced approach allows India to nav-
igate complex international landscapes, ensuring its national interests are prioritised.
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the United States has set a positive trajectory for Indo-
US relations. The agreements and discussions held promise a future of enhanced coop-
eration across various sectors, reflecting a robust partnership poised to address both
nations' strategic and economic objectives.

A pair of Asatic lions inside thewr enclosure at Van Virar Naoral Park in Bhopal

"The legacy of leadership:
What truly endures

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

Greatness in leadership is not merely about personal glory—it is about
creating a legacy that endures across time, geographies and generations

nyone who has
attempted to perpet-
uate his memory in
any institution or
community has
believed himself to be an institu-
tion builder. To be an institution
builder, as the words themselves
will show, one has to build a pur-
pose, establish a process, gather
resources, and pull them togeth-
er in pursuit ol an objective.
This pursuit cannot be the pur-
suit of self-glorification, Usually,
a successor tries to outdo his pre-
decessor; this can be by upscal-
ing, ignoring, or finding flaws in
the predecessor’s efforts. Sooner
or later, this destroys everyone
involved because everyone must
necessarily end up with a succes-
sor. l‘hM successor, sooner or
later, becomes a competitor to the
predecessor.
This may be an obvious truth, but
not many people seem to have
recognised it. Hence, if one is
seeking glorification, perhaps the
most important pursuit should be
the search for a successive succes-
sor who is not only in sympathy
with one’s approach but will carry
the mission forward. The great
leaders of the world have recog-
nized this instinctively, and the
epithet ‘Great’' has come their way.
Martin Luther was a good exam-
ple, as was Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi. Nelson
Mandela could also be a good

illustration.
The examples are many. In
each case, the conclusion is the
so-called great
leader needed a succession of
people itncmusl) following
them who proclaimed their
greatness from the treetops,
This may be easy to propound
but difficult to action. One rea-
son for this is that it needs a
succession of people after one’s
own life who would concur
with the approach, and indeed
have been beneficiaries of that
person’s influence. Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi has been
widely celebrated for his the-
ories of agitation against for-
eign rule, There is evidence of
his having worked together in
tandem, where the situation so
demanded, with the rulers,
This has since been noted
and at times overlooked,
There is a hypothesis which
has done the rounds in certain
quarters that the title of
“Mahatma” was conferred
upon him because of his
request by the foreign rulers,
Such observations are difficult
to critically appraise decades or
centuries later. However, one
approach remains.
Recognition of one’s leadership
and contributions is a complex
process that has yetto be fully
understood. One’ greatness is
therefore a matter of consen-

sus building which is always

difficult in its fullness. The
bottom line is there must be
something enduring in the
actions of an individual to
receive kudos across commu-

nities generations and geogra-
phies.

That something must include
what is noble in human exis-
tence. The succeeding leaders
may be helpful but they can-

not determine the full range of

USUALLY, A perceptions. The long and
SUCCESSOR TRIES shortafit is that petty pursuits
of petty objectives for limited

TO OUTDO HIS periods rarely have given

. enduring recognition for one’s
PREDECESSOR' THIS KW&KHC&‘. S()\‘g\rr or I'.“cl. for
CAN BE BY most aspiring leaders, some

process of a counterpoint

UPSCALING, emerges as other contenders

IGNORING, OR
FINDING FLAWS IN

‘La uent generations awaken to
t greatness as per their
vision and their own needs.
The case of Birsa Munda is an
interesting example. Not so
long ago, he was one of the
freedom fighters who was
reme: in certain parts of
India only by certain people.
But times changed, and now
heis being celebrated with the
glory of a true visionary leader
who fought for the indepen-
dence. 'Flmcuh.mgc and so
does the vision.

However, if one thing remains
constant, it is that few have
attained leadership across gen-
erations and geographies with-
out having a sound streak of
spiritual vision, One may be
Ll‘H’nllL‘d for martial Qﬂm\ or

ative ¢

for the spot of g arise,
Very often, these people, as
alternate leaders, are from a
different vantage point of per-

THE PREDECESSOR'S wplmn and debate is gener-
ate w have dai ¢
EFFORTS. SOONER nxcnu for g‘rr.llm‘::‘mlh'(‘)‘lln
OR LATER, THIS h;y:mgmur:!wqucr&m{ test
DESTROYS  generations. oo
EVERYONE INVOLVED 1ty s e cxamer
BECAUSE EVERYONE unrc'm C‘f"":hu“,'"f or ll;:: sig-
MUST RECESSARILY Miiier e cetien
END UP WITH A sl of te e O
SUCCESSOR in one’ lifetime, but subse-

aml there is nothing wrong
with that. However, for lofti-
ness beyond the constraints of
time and space, some clevated
spiritual insights valid across
people and generations seem
a common need. It is obvious
that the subject matter of the
greatness of leaders and what
constitutes the same needs
continuing depths of research,
iteration and honest convic-
tion.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute. The
views expressed are personal)

A reluctant pilgrim’s awakening:
Discovering faith at the Kumbh

SANJAY CHANDRA

What began as a journey of reluctant exploration turned into an experience
that reshaped my und(.rsundm;, of faith, devotion and purpusc

riveni is where the three
sacred rivers, Ganga,
Yamuna,and the now-
extinct mythical Sarasvati,
merge. It is believed that
bathing in the holy waters of
Sangam, parmul.u'ty during
certain auspicious days,
brings blessings. I am not too
fond of visiting religious
aces. 1 am used to a certain
vel of comfort. | have, prob-
ably mistakenly, come to asso-
ciate spirituality and religion
with a minimalistic way of liv-
ing. Standing in serpentine
Queues Inr a mulmum\d
glimpse does not appeal to
me.
1 remember a visit to Tirupati
during my railway probation
with two other friends. A look
at the painfully slow-moving
long queue was enough for us
o wait outside as the third
friend went in to also pray on
our behalf. I believe that my
God resides within me. Thus,
the idea of visiting the Kumbh
was not even remotely in my
thoughts. An artice on the
biggest religious and spiritu-
al fair in the world made me
realise that this was the
Mahakumbh, an event that
would repeat 144 years later.
It was this nm\'ily' that |
could not resist. My wife

decreed that we should also
visit Varanasi. A premium
tent was reserved in one of the
luxury camps. We booked
waitlisted train tickets without
any hopes of confirmation,
My )nun§u brother working

in the railways assured us to
try to get us the seats.

1 was hoping he might not be
able to help, till we boarded
the train early in the morning,
much apprehensive about the
next three days, We had read
and heard enough about the
stampede and the long walks
due to the barricades. The
experience in Pra)ngr.u was
nothing like my app

which resulted in traffic jams.
But we managed to take a dip
at the confluence and then
visit the Akharas, the religious
order of Sadhus, the monks.
We did not have to walk long
distances, The next day was
slightly more chaotic. The cab
for Varanasi arrived late and
we had to take an e-rickshaw
to reach the parking lot. The
evening saw us jostling with
the massive crowd, all walk

ing towards the riverbank
for the customary Ganga
Aarti, a daily ritual performed
at dusk to honour the sacred
river, We even managed to
brave the h crowd

sions. lhcgamp\lw the banks
of the river Ganges, away
from the crowded centre, was
more of a luxury resort,

The roads were crowded,

the next day to pray at the
Kashi Vishwanath temple. 1
realised that the two cities are
more than a confluence of the
rivers or a visit to the temple.

It is a Sangam of diverse
people, united through a sin-
gle objective,
The majority are poor people,
who are content in their
devotion and belief in a
supreme power. They have
not seen Him, but have an
unshakeable belief that their
God will not forsake them,
come what may. It is this faith
that sees them bear the
drudgery of living and eking
out a livelihood. Many from
the ULP" strata of society do
not have to struggle each
day, but they also have this
absolute faith.
A few like me are curious and
visit for the novelty, It was
more than a different experi-
ence. There | was, moving in
the vast sea of humanity,
looking around me with awe.
1t dawned upon me that like
the multitude, 1 too needed
this visit. [ learned that I must
perform actions with the
same single-minded devo-
tion. This is the reason that [
was born a human in the vast
universe. [ was transformed.
1 had found my goal.
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts class-
&5 in creative k'”“"g: views
are personal)

"534 1,{]TO THE EDITOR|
Presnlenl’s rule in Manipur

EXTRADITION OF TAHAWWUR RANA
Madam — The agony of the horrific
26/11 terrorist attack still lingers in
Indias heart. Hundreds of innocent civil-
ians lost their lives in this massacre. This
dreadful chapter of terrorism saw the
involvement of Tahawwur Rana, a
Pakistani-origin US citizen and an aide
of Lashkar-e-Taiba. Now, with the US
administration approving Rana’s extradi-
tion to India, a significant path toward
justice has been paved.Rana's extradition
is not just about punishing a criminal; it
m) mbolises Indias unwavering stance
against terrorism and the growing glob-
ort for this cause.

lhlimusmn will not only expedite the
judicial process but also Zmng a ray of
hope to the victims' families, who have
been waiting for justice for
years. Although ﬁ‘g.ll hurdles may arise in
the extradition process, if it succeeds, it
will send a strong message to terrorists
that no matter where they hide, they can-
not escape the clutches of justice. This
diplomatic victory underscores India’s
firm resolve and international backing,
Now is the time to bring Rana before the
Indian judicial system and deliver justice
to the innocent martyrs of 26/11.

R K Jain | Barwani

RANVEER SPARKS CONTROVERSY
Madam — The controversy around the
“India’s Got Latent” episode with YouTube
content creator Ranveer Allahabadia
making mockery of his parents too in the
name of dark comedy depicts his actual
senses and mindset on Lamcn\. Despite
Ranveer being honoured with the
National Digital Creators Award by the
Prime Minister himself just last year, he
didn't give a thought before speaking on
camera, which will be telecasted on
public platforms. It is sheerly surprising
that his comedy flow can be 50 senseless
that he could not even think about how
he could be so vulgar while commentin
on his parents. Now that he is deleting .\H
the episodes already seen by the audience
or presenting his public apology, it does-

Centre has imposed President’s

Rule in ethnic strife-torn Manipur
after the ruling BIP's failure to have

a consensus on the name of the succes-

sor to N Biren Singh. Primarily, the gov-
ernance failure of the N Biren Slngh gov-
ernment may be held responsible for the
current situation of the state. But many
-social factors have also a b|§
% in an increase in clh;\'l‘l;.m
among various communities of the state.
Dy hic changes and shrinking of

n't make any sense.Every action taken by
Mumbai police to pm{xc him and the
action by the National Commission of
Women were the worthy punishments
that Ranveer, aka Beer Biceps, must face.
The action will message every such pub-
lic figure to stop believing that not every
one of their public comments is always
right.
These public personalities hold a greater
responsibility of representing the social
values and aspirations in good sense.
Millions of people follow them to learn
hing good and inspi | from
them, not such a shit mentality. The
dwindling following of Ranveer on social
media platforms is welcoming. We all
must not follow such a person who holds
such shit senses about the g‘ ople in his
surroundings, especially the vulgarity
about the parental relationship. Society
shapes from the morals of a few leaders,
1f public figures fail to do their job in a
manner they should, it is better to boy-
cott such personalities holistically with
adequate punishment to them. This will
act as a lesson for other social media fig-

their traditional areas due to the
unchecked influx of Kukis from
Myanmar over the decades have led to
discontent in Meiteis,

Intelligence reports suggest that these ille-
gnl settlers are indulging in smuggling of
rugundweapum N Biren Sing sguv
ernment’s tough action against rug
menace and |H:gnl occupation of forest
land in hilly districts, tnmcularly
Chu: ur, irked On the
other hand, his governments failure to
implement the Manipur High Court’s
April 2023 direction to consider the
request of Meiteis to include them in the
ST list led to the loss of trust of his own
Meitei community. Fierce opposition of
tribal groups to the High Court’s direc-

tion kept his govt on the back foot.
Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

ures to be wary of well before speaking
in public.
Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

BUMRAN'S ABSENCE HURTS INDIA
Madam — The absence of Jasprit Bamrah
from the Champions Trophy matches is
a shock and not in favour of the Indian
team. He was a key bowler in Australia,
and his absence will be felt very much,
Bumrah is a crisis man, making fast bowl-
ing look effortless. He rises to the occa-
sion and delivers exceptional spells across
formats. He was overburdened in
Australia and as a result found unfit now,
The selectors, instead of using him in tan-
dem with number one spinner Ashwin,
neglect the latter and now pay a heavy
price. Bumral's importance to the team
is undeniable, whenever in trouble. With
both the star bowlers unavailable, the
chances of reaching the Champions
Trophy final appear rather bleak.

C K Subramaniam | Sanpada
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New phase in India-US ties
India will have to deal with unpredictability

igh on New Delhi's list of objectives prior to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Washington would have been the need to demonstrate
d led

that India isa willi partner for the ne
by President Donald Tmmp Indned. while Mr Trump was welcoming
Mr Modi to his vice at the Munich Security

Cnnlcmncc—upmhlhnulfxﬂvclymdo\umnmnymmwhkhmnmw
dispensation in the US disagreed with its allies in Europe. Mr Modi’s visit will have
attempted to convey that, unlike the troublesome Europeans, India is a far more
congenial partner for an America being remade by a second Trump term. The
positive atmosphere that Indian officials hoped to create is reflected, to an extent,
in the bin( statement lssued following the visit. For one, when It comes to trade

, the atone more than the ones the
new President tends to take otherwise, It also sets out a plan for negotiations on a
trade agroement — of the early-harvest sort being discussed in 2020 — to be settled
before this fall. Given the degree to which trade concerns were de-emphasised in
the bilateral relations over the past four years, this could be seen as an important
step forward.

Yet it is vital to retain a sense of as well as a clear
the unpredictability that is one of Mr Trump's characteristics as a leader. The fact is
that, at the same time as the visit, Mr Trump did characterise India as one of the

trade, and that the tarifl structure
of the United States (US) henceforth would be based on “reciprocity”, It is unclear
what MrT! by this, since some of his
gest that even duties meant tomuenlcvd;i-ylngﬁddforvnlue-lddcdum
would invite “reciprocal” tariffs. It will naturally be quite an effort for officials to
come to any agreement when the political leadership they are setting out to please
has such a difficult to interpret view of fairness in trade.

Such caution should also be the formula through which the rest of the joint

avenues

" f

have clearly
" A old i itieal dofe

for
the very fact that the US must now be viewed as an unreliable partner reduces the
salience of any individual move. And, in , there about how

OPINION N1

Running episodic deregulation

In each field, on each regulation, deregulatory projects must run

through three questions

here s k abou Inter-
ference In the lives of the people. In the Budget
speech, the Undon finance mindster announced

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOMANTY

poordy designed or Implemented Interventions.
Real-world governments are shaped by public-
cholce theory: Officlals and politiclans respond to
I

a high-level 10 examine in
the non-financlal sector, and a work programme at
the Financlal Stability and Development Council to
do similarly for the financial sector. The new Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) governor, Sanjay Malhotra, threw
new light when he sald “just like there are no free

person-
nel enjoy having, threatening, and wielding coercive

Question 2: Did it work?
‘The regulations that survive Question 1 are those that

ket fallure, and. miml.ltp::m objective. Now "ve must
ask: Did the
met? Many interventions fall to deliver on their objec-
tive and should be reversed. Good intention In public
policy ks useless. What matters is getting things done.

Government Intervention curbs possibilities for
private persons, who respond by innovating less
and investing less. The third stage of deregulatory
projects consists of soeptically looking at successful
Intervention (those that articulated an objective,
where the objective was Indeed addressing market
fallure, and those that genuinely won in achleving
thelr objective). Yes, the regulation was a success,
but at what cost? A regulation that imposes mini-
mum equity capital requirements comes with the
cost of blocking entry by smaller firms and reduc-
ing competition. A regulation that forces private
persons to waste land imposes economic harm by
driving up the capital mqulmd by firms, and ham-
pers
Themmdlmommlmmpumce More lmpor-
tant, there are invisible costs of an adverse Impact

power against private persons. Hence,
often hy fall-

creativity, and of pe-

ure. It needs to be identlfied and removed.
This understanding guides the script to use in

lunches, y

il y projects. For each plece of state

h
between nblllty and efficlency”. In the Unlted
Kingdom there s optimism about a

new “regulatory Innovation office”.
In the United States there bs less opel-
mism about a new “department of

soon India will also be able to take advantage of any offers from the US side. For
example, although the Budget promised to amend the nuclear-liability n.-gjmc In
Indiawith avie inthat sector,
menu.nwdlnmnquulllty are always unknown.

The US' h toreview its policy on fifth-generation fighter
aircraft to enable their export to India is a similar case; even if such a revision goes
through, it is not easy to figure out how soon India will be able to commit billions
from the Budget to a new weapons platform. The quickest and most effective line of
cooperation with the new Trump administration will Iilwlybcon energy u-cumy
where the leaders agreed " was an
important step, New Delhi should continue to look for Iuw ~hanging fruit where the
new administration in Washington can be given easy wins that further buikd trust
between the two capitals,

Inatight spot

Sustained correction will test investors

ndia’s stock markets are experiencing increasingly bearish trends. While the
benchmark Nifty fell 2.7 per cent last week, the broad NSES00, which tracks

500 largest stocks listed on the National Stock Exchange (NSE), dropped 4.7

per cent. The midcap and smallcap indices dropped 74 per cent and 96 per
cent, respectively. The downtrend has been in foroe for a while. This broadly bearish
sentiment is illustrated by the fact that only 47 stocks in the NSES00 advanced in
the past week, while 452 stocks lost ground. From a longer perspective, the Nifty
has returned a nominally positive 4.6 per cent in the last year, That is less than the
yield from treasury bills, or the rate of inflation, for that matter. The NSES00 is up
just 2.9 per cent and the midcaps have returned a meagre 2.5 per cent return in the
same period, while the smallcaps are down 33 per cent. The Nifty smalicap 100 has
fallen 216 per cent from its highs and is now in bear territory, while the midcap
index has fallen over 18 per cent.

There are multiple data p the Forel rtfol
investors (FPIs) have sold equity worth almaost T trilunn since January L The rupee
has lost ground against the dollar, testing 38799 before seeing a small recovery on
the central bank’s intervention. The Q3FY25 results have been disappointing with
slow growth in profits and revenue, and management guidance in most sectors has

- Reasoning about regulation

Involves comparing the costs and

benefits. Full freedom allows the peo-

ple to pursue economic efficiency.

“This, In turn, generates growth in

gross domestic product (GDP)
Innovation

the following steps.

vate persons. In the limit, the Ind | planning
system forces entire private industries to behave like
public-sector undertakings, where all important decl-
slons are made by the government. The REI controls
products and processes In private banks, much ke
‘what Is done with government banks.

A reguhumnm lmpo-u high costs (in terms of

arenot com-

the outset?
The documents on each Interven-
non need to show the objective and

vmh lh! benefits (in terms of addressing

market fallure) should be reversed.
1t Is always important to look beyond the “de jure”
(text of the law) and at the "de facto” (the way inter-
the

that this obj
|l grounded In market fallure.
When an intervention does not
clearly show its objective, it is good
to Immedlately reverse it. As an

and rational firm sms & MDDERS example, the candid preamble to

design. Every government interven-

tion reduces economic efficlency and  AJAY SHAH
hampers GDP growth. Government

Intervention Is justified only when the socletal gains
from regulatory compliance outwelgh the

the present payments law says that
the objective of the law Is to have
the REI regulate the business of
payments. This objective has nothing to do with
market fallure.

ventlon When powers are amassed by
Ind; with the lack of rule of kaw.
Powerful government organisations in Incia have arti-
trary power. This fear

fvities in Incia.

uln\ory agenda, solutions also Involve Impmlng lhe

mnlnnl)iuhnwsmlwwmmneplndlcdzrq
ulatory projects, and also why these generally work
poorly. It Is very hard to master one sector (eg avia-
tlon or financial derivatives), to bulld a team that

socletal costs, ok about the mar

T pur ket fallure that it seeks to address, these should be
from Tk ‘market pow- analysed. There Is considerable balt-and-
er, and public  switch In the workings of government: A monster In
goods). A good Tibet Is shown to Justify an intervention in Kerala.
es market fallure, does not have unintended conse-  Hence, cmknl thinking Is required in reading the
n};n‘:‘nlcu. -xliduwmes the lowest cost upon soclety. about an (which
y s, it ylelds an 1

market fallure while imposing the least possible

ments connect up with lhem conxuy

and GDP
Therefore. it Is often wiser to tolerate some market

1) whether an objective
Is stated when designing the Intervention, and (2)
whether that objective addresses a market fallure —

fallures than to harm through

would Indlan state.

Task before new boards

arely two weeks after launching the Natlonal
Turmerlc Board to make India the global hub

to the ginger family (Zlnglbﬂum). Its rhizomes

has the capacity to process the above
three and to -
emnment hat crave r. Inaddit

none of this is a root-cause solution because the
state's faulty structures, which put out new state
Interventions every day, are purring away. The daily
fNlow of new kinds of harm overwhelms the e
bllitles from eplsodic deregulatory projects. What
is needed Is a root-cause analysis that will change
how regulators work. The fleld of regulatory theory
In Indla knows how to do this.

The writer {sa researcher at XKDR Forum

thelr raw materfal from abroad, making India the
world's second-largest Importer of turmeric, next to

becn Overlll -growth have n
have pointed at weak d d. The Union Bucdget
may not pmv‘lde much of a stimulus with a pullback on lnfmnrunun: wdins
likely to offset any potential stimulus from the i who were
fence-sitting until the Budget have gone bearish while FPIs hn\! continued selling.
The Reserve Bank of India's decision to cut the policy rate and possible future cuts
nuymnmmem-ﬂrumﬂnﬂy

d key mar-

kets, nxhulhnEwopcunUnmﬂmhnhomturwcmlmymldingmc

of the with the Donald T appar-
endymonimpo-lmwiﬂ'u)mbrw' spot is that mmunl'und:cmdnmlom
large inflows, which arestill However, a large
proportion of mutual-fund come plans
(51Ps), which are generally locked in for specific periods. For tax reasons, most SIPs
tend to end in March — mwﬁlmﬁuhﬂvmmﬂmﬂllmmﬂn
their bullishness. One negative signal when it
in smallcaps; small stocks with little in the way of institutional interest are the focus
of retail investors.

However, despite the recent correction, valuations look rich in the case of lange
stocks, and unsustainably high for smaller stocks. The Nifty is trading at a current
price-| melnﬂm[PE)miou(umndZLwhldmmcwhnonlem going
by trading at a PE of 28 while the smallcaps
-mdndmsou;u Cnrlmkmslmhc NlnymmllybmmamnnmundaPEorls
Unl rate of profit growth, fur
appear to be on the cards. This may test the resolve of the retail Inveum who have
driven the market over the past five years.

of this malti-utllity spice, the govemment pro-  turmeric powder, having. Ish, thel
posad, inthe 202526 Budges, seetingup asimilarboard  taste, and !hnypicll ydlow mlour whlch lends an In the case of makhana, the present global market
for makhana (fox nut), a relatively aquatic ed as natural dye, -mmmmym:mmmmuw
agro-product that the drug '“-"‘- d Incooked rapidly,
asa With thecount  foods. The plant is b h: introp-  nessof its health benefits. Bel
of commodity boards lmtwcounuyw!ul to seven, lulmnhl\-lxlnchndlnglndluchlm.md.l-m Its nﬂmm,mm.mnmmmmumum.m
The five pr ultivation has now spread to coun- itness
Ing after the sectoral interests of cof- lrlu like Talwan, Indonesia, Sl Its mmumpdon recelved a gmn Impmu during the
fee, tea, rubber, tobacco, and sploes, Lanka, Australia, Peru, the West boosting agent.
‘These statutory, yet autonomous, Indies, and several African nations. Makhana, also known us lotus seed and Gorgon
bodies are mandated primarily to pro- 5 The Indian turmeric industry,  nut, is the seed of the prickly water Iily plant, grown
mote the production, post-harvest however, needs to brace Itself up to  generally in ponds or natural stagnant water bodies.
processing, value-addition, market- italise on the opportu-  Ith chy
Ing, and export of these commodities. nitles in the world bazaar in the face  light, and delectable snack. [n India, It Is consumed
“They also provide technical knowhow of escalating competition from sev-  also as a vegetable curry, sweet porridge, and various
and financlal ald to the producers, eral new players, notably Fiji, the  other types of popular culsines.
and other - Nethetlands, and G whichare 90 per cent of the country’s makhana output
peoductivity and quality of the pro- FARM VIEW offering better-quality and value- comes from Bihar, especlally the districts of

duce and participate in trade fairs,
buyer-seller meets, and other devel-  SURINDER SUD
opmental activithes, The track record
nnhelebmnhn-ynmhewholyﬂMes.hmlwy
lution of thelr

enhanced products of turmeric. The
new board, which would have repre-
sentatives of turmerlc producers and

exporters, apart

would need

und st

respective commodity sectors.

An elabarate on turmeric, brought out by
the Indian Council for Research on International
Economic Relations (lcrler), a think-tank, just a day
after the establishment of the Turmeric Board, reckons
that the value of export of this yellow spice could swell
m!lullhnhymfvmnmmﬂlhnmmi-u
Indla Is the world's largest producer, consumer, and
exporter of this key kitchen staple, whl:h Is vllnsd
also for its therapeutic traits, The country accounts
for nearly 70 per cent of global turmeric production
and 62 per cent of Its International trade.

Aruiexplmnew destinations.
Quality Is a major kssue for Indlan turmeric. Though
the country has a rich diversity of turmeric varieties,

Darbhanga, Ararla, Kishangan), Katihar, and
Madhubanl, though it is now also being cultivated in
states like Assam, West Bengal, Tripura, and Odisha.
However, the makhana producers of Bihar have not
gained much from the surge in domestic and global
demand because of inadequate processing facilities
and inefficlent marketing channels. The bulk of the
produce goes to other states for processing, popping,
and The board for mak

30distinct ty

able dumulmm most of these have a low content

set up in Bihar, would, therefore, have
to not only better
but also facllitate developing a post-harvest value
chain. The of the boards for makhana

for mnnmc s and ski
Only the “Lakadong lulmenc urown chiefly in
contalns

comparable, lewlofw(oupermdlhhlmyeh
ment. Most manufacturers of turmeric-based medic-

and turmerlc would ultimately be gauged by the
Impact thelr policles and programmes have on the
hollstic development of these sectors.

‘Turmeric Is basically a plant Inal and ic products, therefore, need to source  surindersud@gmail.com
. . . . s fOctober 20, 1973,
ubious history ol the presidential pardon omanioNion. monmasthe SaturdayNight s
. o oy~ o thy -
d at the Capitol on mercy, he gh" forthe
‘ January 6, 2021, Toobi y under- bin off Th e
~ acts. Abraham Lincoln fact. puty
- / term, but y day. N tbethe v
d Trump would oathsof loyalty 1l d. In1973 Nixon's abuse of power was
“blanket pardon” January 6 ! h as victims of
BOOI( REVIEW “Wh Andrew Johnson unseemly, making it hegor ) by
-y " leadk » H — - " ' o hand. G
JENNIFER SZALAL Trumpwill, ineffect 8 Iook‘ulljoudw- mnﬂmm ‘lbohlnf:l'l‘::‘b“nrm coun e
powersof clemency” have thelr “roots in forsuch o in AL =&“""1 extortion.” (Untilthe unTmmpodmlnmlllnnhnh«nﬂmu
3 henit f *—a tearthecountry apart. Pardonsare exchange fora PARDON | Author: leffrey Records | peapleat such
W “the strangely pardon. Butas Toobin Actof1978,a bewildered public can barely keepup.
Jeftrey the Toobin makes clear, Publisher: Simon  President's papers ‘Trump Isn't known for his consistency, but
“Toobin writes in his new book, The king. Still, early p to i wts | &Schuster
Pandon: The Politics: power wis — Pages: 267 ) heck
l'lmlomcnhlngumhuldm('l‘mmp. lledthe | recently— schemer; Ford was JREPNEY TOONES y
pardon that ¥ Price: £29.99 Nixon, Ford also Toobin's ook offers little by way of
Ge On | cursed by his"placid thought hecould consolation. Even in a democracy, “the
durlnghhmmwm criminal law. “Without an easy acoessto August 9, 1974, d ‘spar y royal f mercy” has its
s book y I Judiclary i Y d past the ugll A appeal, especially during cruel times.
Inwcuhlylhmd In Damnbu i I h a | C hebe Ford had “Toobin calls ita “bad pardon foran But as The Pardon makes exceedingly
yandcruel” c by " it very | clear, itcanal aweapon fora
taln h has flowed Amonth later, rd el leader who Insists he can do whatever
il wenton plenty . Thefactthattherels“no | President Ford, who had assumed office totalkabout it. about The hewants,
to pardon fiveother members of his checkor balance” onthe power of the after gl 1 y alithe
family. Trump, “ ‘afullfree | office: "My e ourlong The reviewer is non-fiction book critic for
thatday, "o As " national “Theline compared with the onslaught of our The Times
15000 his much because the former president “and his iththe public, but Takethe €025 The New York Times News Service
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ATI’'soxygen:
Undersea
cablesand
satellites

Digital connectivity is oxygen for
artificial tmelligenee (AD).. As the world
the

technology lnvstmenu indigital
connectivity will be critical.
Aland powerfm semiconductor chips are

critical di

t was a house divided at the Paris Al Action
summit last week. Prime Minister Narendra
Modl, co-chair of the summit (French
President Emmanuel Macron was the char-
man), stressed the need for global pooling of

resources ificial

intefligence. He also called for establishing gov-
ernance standards for such work.
‘That appears 1 ‘The United States (US)
aMlheUn!lﬁiKlrgdom(UK)dldmmdase
the joint backed by 60
at the summit. US Vice-President J D Vance took
a strident stand, saying that his country is win-
ning the race to build Al and would keep it that
w:yl{emokpotshnuachma(hedﬂnmm
regimes
musmgsmlen,\llwlsaMwamadames.spe
clally the European Unlon, not to tighten regula-
tions on US technology companies.
‘The summit took place amid what Is tuming
out to be an Al war between the US and China.
DeepSeek, which Is funded by a Chinese hedge
fund founder,
by a Al (GenAl
is as good as ChatGPT of America’s OpenAl but
at a fraction of the cost and computing power.
Deepseekhnsmlsedhopﬁmngcownnes
Iweummukbpo@luelobeakeyplzysm
LAL I
1hep-mr-'
“The Al race has just begun, so it Is tco early
(upredknhewtnmrsouwholsfﬂnngbemm
India hasth
Iﬂoelhel.surthmandmcumbenwdoesnm
matter in this stage. And India has a better van-

But is Indi

andthel (Us) d last

tostart with," said Krishna

week in Washington under the COMPACT
Besid h the

billions b i in b d
usage and management of Al
Social medu gianl Meta Iaslweek

f Project
asubsea uhle that “will reach ﬂw mapr

50,00
thanthe Earth's circumference)”. It isthe
world's longest subsea cable project and uses
“the highest-capacity technology available”.
‘Waterworth will bring “industry-leading
connectivity” tothe US, India, Brazil, South
Africa and other key reglons. “With Project
‘Waterworth we can help ensure that the
benefitsof Al and. o(heremergng

rgan:llesso{ whemme) live onmrk. In India,
growth

and Investment in dlgiml Infrastructure,
Waterworth will help accelerate this progress

founder and chief executive officer (CEO) of
Sima.ai, which Is based in San Jose, California.

Mission Al
h fIndia’ o
ment’s 110,000 crore Al Mission which is building
shared compute power, undertaking skill devel-
opment, financing Al startups, and arranging
access to non-personal datasets to develop Al
models. Its eventual goal ks to build a sovereign
Al a nation’s capabilities to produce artificial
Inxeﬂ@noe using its own resources.

pute is key to train Al
n:_md.re extensive :ﬁumm The Ministry
ol
(Meity) has finalised empaneling private com-
panies to offer Cloud infrastructure and it has

ing units (GPU, a high-end chip). IT Minister
Ashwini Valshnaw has sald that with subsidy sup-
port from the mission, it will be possible to offer
«compute power at $1 per hour on GPUs tousers -
one of the cheapest in the world (the average is
over $2 per hour).

Companies say the plan will help them.
Akhilesh Sabharwal, fwnder and CEO of
CoRover.al, said: ™

rindia,

there'sa

worldtowm inAl

Country has advanta
l)eaﬂl'gaerin‘t!'leE&?s reports

only 15 countries (leaving out the US and China)
um havemmequnmhyofcmnwterelenmm

asitracesto
DAS GUPTA

Nvidla's A100
and HI100 GPUs). I‘hey are mostly developed
countries, like the UK, Australia, France, Japan
and Singapore. India is the only developing
nation in the list.

h has said there are already six devel-
opers which can come out with models in six to
elght months,

Indian companies are already on the giobal
Al map. Business analytics firm CB Insights has

Another key inthe
India is at the top globally in skill quotient, accord-
Ing to "Stanford Al Index 2024". The country's Al

model from scratch which would cost us around
4 crore. Now, with the Meity offer our cost of set-
ting it up will fall by a fourth.” CoRover runs
Bharat GPT which offers domain-based Al serv-
fces to clients.

Ltpens said Meatys(.yPU numbers are good

dels,or

Research by Oxford Internet Institute in col-
with others that there are

India‘s data andsupport the
transmission country"
capacity is expected  plansforitsdigital
to quadruple when  economy,”said
new undersea Meta, whichowns
cables are activated  Facebook,
in 2025 to connect Instagram and
the country to key messagingapp
world markets ‘WhatsApp.
RellanceJio

will have two undersea cables operational
this year: India Asia Xpress (IAX) and the
India Europe Xpress (IEX). The cables run
for 15,000 km and have a strategic investment
from China Mobile. IAX connects Chennal
and Mumbal with Singapore, ’malland
and Malaysia; and IEX
with France, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and Djibouti.

India'sdata transmission capacity is
zxpected wgmw four times when new

din2025t0

connect viokey
oftheend 0f 2023, thewulln capacityand
" @ aretenand fth bl

y of
stood at 180 tbps (terabit persecond) and 132
tbps, respectively,” Anil Kumar Lahoti,
f Telecom Y y
Indla, hassaid.
“Multiple next-generation systems are due
b ional in 2025, repl

aseingcahles. Once!henewsyslm are fully

capacity
additional crucial routes,” he said. lndlx plays
akeyrole inthe global communications
network, hosting around 17 international
subsea cables across 17 district landing
stations (a physical facilitythatservesasa
landing point for submarine cables).

t00. American billionaire Elon Musk s keento
launch Starlinkin India, as rival Bharti
approval to

waits for g

begin

15 2.8 times more skilled in Al compe-
tencles than the global average.

Indiahas Al talent

“To put numbers into perspective the US has more
senior Al talent - the key to leading the new tech-
nology - than India, the UK, Germany and
Canada put together. The US has 330,000 such
professionals and India 111, 000, the second
largest source, according to research agency
Savanah.

Seurces: bharataat.in, Bhaghin gov. in, diglocker. gov.in, Aadhaar data from P8, modia reports

named based sarvam.al as one of the
100 most 2024 inthe world.
Samamhmmsedmemlumnmmrmuﬂsn

WHAT'S WHAT

= Afoundation model is a machine
learning model trained on datasets
thatcan be used for a range of uses

= Generative Al refers to deep-
learning models that can put up text,
images and other content based on
the data they were trained on

= Large language models (LLM) are Al
systems capable of understanding

and generating human language by
processing vast amounts of text data

= General purpose LLM istrained on
text from various domains; domain
specific LLM is trained on data from a
specific domain like legal, financial

= Open source Al: Source code is
public and anyone can modify and
distribute it. Cosed source Al: Code is
confidential for better security

IndianG h 200 d
for only 2 per cent of such funding globally.

’mere are two other (zchnology challenys

SPU
lezele\vry 12 to 24 months, Cloud companies will
have to Invest continuously. Second, with the US
limiting the Import of advanced processors
(50,000 GPUs a year), India will need indigenous
alternatives.

Vaishnaw has said the government has held

in India tobuild an indige-
nous GPU and held meetings with Nvidia and
AMD (both are American companies) for suppaort.
“Irwill take time but it can happen only with gov-
ernment and private sector partnership,” sald
Rajat Chandak, of India Electronies and
Semiconductor Assoctation.

When a ‘Made in India’ GPU arrives, how will
it be monetised? OpenAl earned just $3.4 billion
as revenue in 2024 despite the international pop-
ularity of its ChatGPT model as it looks towards
moving from a non-profit to a profit model and
has roped In Microsoft as a key investor.

About Al viability, the senior executive of a
global technology company said: “The open
source model makes sense for Google or Amazon
or Microsoft, which already have an existing
underlying business model. Building an inde-
pendent standalone model Is not easy.”

One option for monetisation is to offer ‘Al on
the edge’ where compute power resides near a
customer and not in the Cloud. “We see it as the

it next Itneeds.

Yafund.lnglsnchx.llenge.lndunl\lmup security and safety; it is cheaper and companies
in2021 milion, pi the service can easily monetise,” sald
b\llnﬂtmnmy‘eusetnhgwhmding Rangasayee, of Sima.al, which provides the serv-
fell sharply to $261 million, according to Traxen.  ice to 20 Indian companies.

Only 40 per cent of the more than 240 plus GenAl
startups in India were funded in the first half of
2024 (H12024), according to Nasscom.

As a result, average funding size has crawled,
growing from $5.3 million in H12023 10 $5.5 mil-
lion in H1 2024. Private equity Investments in

BharatNet
214,000

Gram panchayats mn:!:‘ﬂ!ﬂ Users (as on Feb 1)

The Stanford Global Vibrancy Index, which
measures a country’ Al ecosystem based on
research papers, private investment and patents,
ranked India fourth In the world: After the US,
China and UK. That's an indication that Indla is
a key player inthe global Al race.

DigiLocker
4809 mn

692,000km

convenient. Four

9.2497bn

Documents issued (latest data)

cable laid

such
grown rapidly.
BharatNet provides
high-speed intemet
access in rural areas.
Bhashini is an Al-based
tool for translating
hdian latwms.

104,000
WiFi hotspots installed
in gram panchayats

202.5mn

user signups in 2024

Aadhaar
2,.840mn

Aadhaar-authenticated
transactions done in lan

550

Entities use Aadhaar
authentication services

50

stakeholders on board

done daily

Compiled by Shivani Shinde

‘GenAlIto becomeimmersiveacross our businesses’

satellite vicein
(he country.
2 b lifeline

oftheglobal digital
more than 99 percent of lmemuloml data
saysthe UN's
Tblecommunlcuinnunlnn
Indiai

13 bank Goldman Sachs was an early mover:

in India's technology ecosystem, setting up an office

In Bengalunu In 2006 for IT and badk-office support. In two decades, its operations have grown to cover a
wide range of banking functions. GUNJAN SAMTANI, co~chalrman of Goldman Sachs, india, and country head

of Goldman Sachs Services Indla, spoke with Avik Das in
{GenAl) in banking. Edited excerpts:

Bengaluru about Indlan engineers and Generative Al

i

for almost all

4 fGold: s

year.

hs. That meansitis

Atk the Rh "

op(lu] fibre cables. Theobjective istoenable
internet

Tvicep

Atthat time, we had a modest ambition that
there would be, at some point, a few hundred
peop|

Emllh.e-ednca&lnnmde pvanance As

busi:

forour

nger just about
ofbusiness processes in the context of
technology, finance, operations and strats.
‘We have equally classic roles in wealth and
asset ma 'ment, sales and
trading, and quantitative

many as 214,000 gram panchayats and fi; di investment strategies.

eonm‘ledlhm:ghmeuhamwpm)ecland spsclﬂcpivovsalmglheww(.dng

over692,000 km funcuuns ‘What products or platforms

[l:fnhldtﬂljmnfﬂr and P s GUNJAN an:l.nlnﬂnh:whﬂn

C d ‘Once we built thescale, we also SAMTANI ecosystem?

India's digital Attheglobal level, inproductsand  Co-chairman, Iwill give an example but  wouldn't

h ywill h in businesses. Then came the pivot to Goldman Sachs, say rolled out on astandalone basis
systems, Between develop d i india because we are aglobal

chokes of the European Union and the gated
digital markets of China, the two global
dri

capabilities, which is a function called
slr:u or quamnnlve finance.

are

ght instrats, we started

Indiaand theus.cunnecmyl‘ly linkages

the bumeyof business process re-
The

organisation. One of the most
d. tied

letoth
firm. Athird of ourengineers are In India, the

truly

prnpemnn of ourdevelopers on Al Copilot for

That'sa that
wetook on. We recently rolled out GS Al
Assistantto over 10,000 of Goldman Sachs
employees globally. It is built on an Al platform
that we designed and architectured atthe firm.
While not the entire team, many of the
engineerswhobuilt both GS Al platform and
GS Al Assistant are based In India. The purpose
of GS Al platform is totake away the

Itiple LLMs
(large language model).

‘What are the areas in your firm's

Gen Al can be a path breaker?
1d A

work wedid
m buudn platform forequity, quant trading
platforms. We are talking about enabling
platforms that operate at alatency of one

fasecond.

to pricing and risk management for
commodities, such as oil and gas, metals and

How are you leveraging Gen AI?

between them will be like oil pipelines that daswe crude, w.nslmblgpmbulk out of our offices. ‘There are three vectors in which we are looking
fueltech-led growth. of T drisk ofthatdata at GenAlopportunities. The first lsbuslness
ourteams. The evolution led ustotruly sclence k d by allour hand client
front toback hofour traders and risk managers in the firm. There dmbpelemckndes:andlhexmrdxs
o0 oo o0 oo L | o0 0o -

many aspects of ourbusinesses. Not limited to
one or two but right from how we think about
our banking workflows on M&A and financing,
but to how we think about wealth
management and engagement with our clients
aswell as suitability analysis, toour businesses
and asset management, and to how we think
about risk compliance.

Full interview at business-standard.com



