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Permissive no more

The Supreme Court must put an end to
violations of the Places of Worshi

he Supreme Court's interim order halting

the registration of fresh suits across the

country regarding disputes of places of
worship is a welcome departure from the permis-
sive approach of the judiciary in recent times to-
wards such motivated litigation. & Division
Bench, headed by the Chief Justice of India, San-
jiv Khanna, has done well to stop the flow of liti-
gation and interim orders, including those that
allow “surveys' of such sites and structures, while
it deals with the challenges to the validity of the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991,
The order signifies a deep understanding thar
this is not abowt a set of civil disputes but the fu-
ture of the country’s secular character. It is amply
clear o right-thinking citizens that the law, which
freezes the religious character of all places of
worship in the country as they were on the day of
Independence, would want this legislation to re-
main on the statute book as a bubwark against ele-
ments that want to perpetuate the religious di-
vide caused by such disputes. It is unfortunate,
and even condemnable, that courts of law have
failed to hlock these suits at 4 nascent stage by in-
voking the bar under this law. Instead, they have
been allowing applications for surveys, either dis-
regarding the Act and the Court's endk

Let’s talk about ‘one candidate, multiple constituencies’

wer since the panel for ‘One Nation One

Election’ led by the former President of

India, Ram Math Kovind, recommended

simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies, much has been
written on its positive and negative aspects, the
practical considerations and of course the politics
around the subject. Amidst all the political
accusations and counter-accusations, another
important issue has gone missing from attention.
The matter is about one candidate contesting
from multiple constituencies (OCMC) for the
same office.

The background, the challenges
The Constitution of India provides for regular
elections every five years to the Legislative
Assembly and the lower House of Parliament.
However, the Constitution, other than providing
for the Election Commission of India (ECI), has
empowered Parliament to regulate the manner of
conducting the elections. Therefore, ‘contesting
from multiple constituencies® has been dealt with.
in the Representation of the People Act 1951.
Under the Act, there was no limit on the number
of constituencies a candidate could contest —
until 1996 This resulted in candidates contesting
from multiple constituencies, sometimes more
than two, winning them and vacating all but one
seat, in accordance with Section 70 of the same
Act. This necessitated by-elections frequently.
Due to this, Parliament amended the Act in
1996 to limit the number of constituencies that a
candld.dhecan contest froam, to two. The

of
its necessity in past judgments or ruling that the
statutory bar does not apply to them.

In the name of reclaiming religious sites lost
imvaders, several groups and purported
have been moving civil courts and obtaining
questionable orders for surveying mosques for
evidence that they may have been built on the
ruins of destroved temples, The success of the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement was largely due to
the political patronage enjoyed by its spearheads,
and a final verdict from the Court, which handed
over the disputed land to the Hinduw litigants
while condemning the demolition of the Babri
Masjid mosque in Decemnber 1992, That the van-
dals involved in the demolition were acquitted,
without any further appeal, added to the trium-
phalism that marks this movement for altering
the status of mosques. This has given rise to
further claims in Varanasi, Mathura, and, more
recently, Sambhal, among other places that
house mosques dating back to the 16th century. A
notahle feature of this permissive judicial attinude
is the complete absence of any understanding of
the history of the temple movement that was lar-
gely political in character. That judges could en-
tertain obviously baleful and ill-motivated cases
is a great cause of concern for those rightfully in-
vested in the secular nature of the country. The
criminal imprint on the nation’s fabric left by pol-
itical movements in a religious garb should not be
forgotten.

Warding off fire
There should be no slackening in fire
safety norms in hospitals
T here is no greater betrayal than when a

sanctuary turns into a death trap. Fire ac-

cidents in hospitals that kill the vulnera-
ble would fall squarely in this category. A massive
fire that broke out at City Hospital, an orthopaed-
fic specialty unit in Dindigul in south Tamil Nadu,
last week caused the death of six people, includ-
ing a child and two women. All the victims were
trapped in the hospital lift and initial reports sug-
gested they died of suffocation. Only one of the
six persons, who was on a wheelchair, was an in-
patient at the hospital; all the others were visi-
tors. They were trapped, over half an hour, in the
lift as the smoke poured in through the vents, all
escape routes sealed. The fire, which

1 to disco one
candld..me from contesting from multipls
constituencies. Despite this, the practice has
continued. The numbers are even more frequent
in State Legislative Assembly elections, leading to
frequent by-elections — there were 44
by-elections for State Assemblies in November
20124 due to the resignation of sitting legislators.

Frequent by-elections due to candidates
‘winning from multiple constituencies pose
several challenges. First, they add to taxpayer
costs. The administrative cost of the Lok Sabha
elections is borne by the central government, and
Legislative Assemblies by the State governments;
in the 2014 general election, it amounted o
13,870 crore. Adjusted for 6% annual inflation,
the 2024 general election is put at a cost of 16,931
crare, or F12.76 crore per seat. If 10 politicians
‘win from two constituencies, the extra cost of
holding a by-election would be around F130
crare. While this is relatively small when
compared to overall election spending, the real
issue lies in the massive expenditure by political
parties, estimated at T1,35,000 crore for the
recent general election, or about ¥250 crore per
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constituency, according to the esti by the
Centre for Media Studies. This burden thlmatEly

C ¥
for politiclans

falls on the public, and much of the funding
«comes from black money, which undermines
financial transparency.

Second, the by-election necessitated by the
vacation of a winning candidate within an initial
six months tends to favour the ruling party. This
is borne out in by-election trends across multiple
States. This emanates from the fact the ruling
party can mobilise resources and provide
patronage to party workers. Such a scenario of a
non-level playing field is skewed against the
Orpposition, which has negative implications for
parfiamentary democracy.

Third, the Anancial IJun:IEn of organising a
by-election disproportionately falls on the already
defeated candidate and their party, forcing them
to spend resources once again.

Fourth, the saying “Democracy is a
government of the people, by the people, and for
the people” suggests that elections should serve
people’s needs. However, a candidate contesting
from multiple seats serves as a hedging
mechanism against uncertainties and often
prioritises the leader's interests, not the people’s.
This undermines democratic principles, placing
paolitics above the public.

Fifth, OCMC is sometimes used to enhance the
reach and message delivery of the leader, relying
on their popularity for ebectoral success. This
often reflects the leader's dominance within the
party, particularly in family- or leader-centric
parties. Moreover, OCMC goes against the
fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression of citizens. A petition filed in 2023
(Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India)
argued that when people elect a representative,
they trust that person to be their voice.
Contesting multiple constituencies, winning
them, and vacating one for a by-election violates
Article 19(1)a) of the Constitution. This practice
causes voter confusion and discontent, as seen in
Wayanad, Kerala, when Rahul Gandhi vacated his
seat in 2024, potentially leading to voter apathy.
The voter turnout was 64.24% in the bypoll and
T2.92% in the general election.

Some advan
The OCMC is common in many countries. It may

Assembly. Similar things unfolded in the case of
Pushikar Singh Dhami, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand in the 2022 Assembly elections,

International experience

OCMC is not unigue to India. Pakistan and
Bangladesh allow candidates to contest multiple
constituencies but require them to relinguish all
but one seat, Pakistan places no limit on the
number of constituencies a candidate can
cantest, as seen in the 2018 ebections when the
former Prime Minister contested five seats and
vacated four. Similarly, Bangladesh allowed
candidates to contest up o five constituencies
until 2008 but now limits it to three. The practice
was onee common in the United Kingdom but has
been banned since 1983 Most European
democracies have phased it out to promote clear
representation and accountability.

The misuse of the OCMC far outweighs the
benefits. There have been demands for reforms,
and probable solutions may be considered. First,
amend Section 33(7) of the RP Act 1951 to ban one
candidate contesting from multiple
canstituencies for the same office. The ECL in
20004, recommended the government ban the
practice. The 255th Law Commission report in
2015 made the same recommendation.

Second, recovering the full cost of by-elections
from the candidate vacating a seat can serve to
discourage candidates from contesting
slmultaneuusly The ECI recommended cost

‘on candidates c ing from
multiple constituencies in 2004, However, the
practice of OCMC will continue as the winning
candidate or political party can afford to pay the
cast. Third, a more effective deterrent would be
to hold the by-elections after a year, allowing
voters ample time to make an informed decision
and giving the defeated candidate sufficient time
o recover and prepare strategically for another
contest. This would also provide a more balanced
and fair electoral process. This could be done by
amending Section 1514, Representation of
Peoples Act 1951 which provides for by-election
within six months of the occurrence of vacancy.

Holding elections requires substantial financial
resaurces from the state. Furthermore, with

also have some practical considerati First,
contesting multiple seats provides a safety net for
candidates, especially in tightly contested
constituencies, Second, in a polity such as India,
where politics is centered around the leader and
family, OCMC smoothens the leader’s
continuation or transition in case a leader-centric
party secures a majority in the elections but the
leader of the party loses out. For instance,
Mamata Banerjee lost the Nandigram seat in the
20 West Bengal Assembly elections. To make
way for her, another leader elected from the
Bhabanipur constituency had to resign from the

being a d-the-y aﬂalr:lnlnd:a.
the frequent need for by-elections takes time and
money — resources that could otherwise be better
invested in the country's development. However,
as the issue of DDOC (one candidate, one
constituency) is political, it requires political
willpower and the support of the major parties to
bring about change. However, unlike the One
Nation One Election, it does not have many
proponents in political parties, If "one persomn,
one vote” is the core democratic principle for
voters, it is time o enforce “one candidate, one
constituency” for candidates.

India’s firmer attempts at mineral diplomacy

s India seeks to expand its manufacturing

and technological capability, critical

minerals will become vital to fulfil this
ambition. However, India, a major critical mineral
impaorter, still depends on other countries,
primarily China, for its mineral security, which
has become a cause of strategic concern. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who voiced
India's apprehensions at a defence think tank
gathering, said, “While [the] scramble for
resources for economic reasons has had a long
history, their weaponisation by some nations for
stratepic reasons is a comparatively new
phenomenon”, hinting at Chinese attempts, To
address India’s mineral security chalbenge, which
is aimed at reducing its strategic vulnerability,
Mew Delhi has started an attempt to engage in

mineral diplomacy.

Establishing joint ventures
Th]h attempt is based on the pillars of: developing
| engagement with

started as a short circuit in the ground floor,
swept up to the first floor, and smoke soon curled
up to all the floors in the four-storey building, af-
fecting patients. Initially, smoke was noticed in
the outpatient department, after patient files
caught fire. In response, the power supply was
shut down, but six persons still entered the lift at
the ground floor. In the melee that ensued, no
one paid any attention o the lift, stuck in bet-
ween two floors. Meanwhile, patients on the
higher floors struggled to breathe, but for many,
because of mobility issues, there was no oppor-
tunity to escape. Thirty-two patients were shifted
to the nearby Dindigul government hospital for
further treatment and three of them needed ven-
tilator support.

The rash of fire accidents in hospitals in India,
in recent times, and the lives lost are uncanny re-
minders that hnspital infrastructure upkeep, in
the private or public health-care sector, is aston-
ishingly low priority across the country. One
month ago, on November 15, 10 newborns died in
a fire in Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical College and
Hospital, Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh. In May this year,
seven newborns were killed in Mew Born Baby
Care Hospital, a private facility in East Delhi, after
a fire broke out there, It is unconscionable that,
as a nation, India pays littde attention to fireproof-
mg its. hmpmb'. malun,g sure all eqmpmem in

and the b are ready
o act and limit damage if, and when, a mechan-
ical fault was to cause a fire. The government
should ensure that pericdic renewal of fire lcenc-
es stops being a travesty. Existing government
fire safiety regulations must be folbowed implicithy
and spiritedly, without any slacking, with respect
to hospitals and public places. If a hospital ever
Egets into the news, it must be for its healing pro-
wess, not for being a towering inferno.

i

mineral ing countries, and est
strategic partnerships with intergovernmental
organisations, The first pillar focuses on building
bilateral ties with resource-rich countries such as
Australia, Argentina, the United States, Russia,
and Kazakhstan to secure the supply of lithium
and cobalt. To facilitate this vision, post-2019,
India established the Khanij Bidesh India Led.
(KABIL), a joint venture company with a mandate
"o ensure a consistent supply of critical and
strategic minerals to the Indian domestic
market”, The ohjective was to achieve mineral
security by securing agreements, and acquisitions
through government-to-government,
pgovernment-to-business, and
business-to-business routes.

In March 2022, KABIL sgpedd Memorandum
of understanding with Austrd]u tm a :lmcal
mineral i ip, ich wo
lithium and three cobalt projects. Latin America's
Lithium Triangle, which constitutes Argentina,
Chile, and Bolivia, has also attracted India's
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The moves are
o reduce India's

sirategic
vulnerability,
but there are

issues that need
1o be resolved

attention. In January 2024, India signed a $24
million lithium exploration pact with a
state-owned enterprise in Argentina for five
lithium brine blocks. KABIL is also actively
working to secure mineral supplies by facilitating
the buying of assets from Bolivia and Chile. Apart
from the government, India's private sector has
also benehted. Altmin Private Limited signed an
agreement with YLE, Bolivia’s national company,
to secure the raw material supply chain of Lijon
batteries.

Central Asia has also caught India's attention.
Recently, India and Kazakhstan formed a joint
venture, IREUK Titanium Limited, to produce
titanium slag in India. This was one of India’s first
joint ventures with the Central Asian Republics.
This attempt is aligned with New Delhi's proposal
to establish an India-Central Asia Rare Earths
Forum to leverage the region’s rich resources.

Cooperative engagements.

The second pillar of mineral diplomacy is
international engagement, which is forging and
strengthening partnerships with minilateral and
multilateral initiatives related to mineral security,
such as the Quad (Australia, Japan, India, the
United States), the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), Mineral
Security Partnership (M) and the G-7, for
cooperation in the critical mineral supply chain.
These cooperative engagements aim to align
India with the global best practices in the critical
mineral sector across its three segments —
upstream, midstream, and downstream.

Additionally, they also facilitate knowledge
sharing and capacity building, which is important
for coordinating with international partners such
as the 115, the European Union (EU), South
Korea, and Australia.

To further this collaboration with western
partners, India's Ministry of Mines signed a Mol
with the International Energy Agency to
strengthen cooperation on critical minerals,
helping India to “streamline its policies,

regulations, and investrment strategies in the
critical mineral sector, aligning them with global
standards and best practices”.

The missing pieces

India's atternpt at mineral diplomacy has led o
many positive outcomes, but still lacks three
essential ingredients required for its international
diplomatic engagement. These are: a lack of
private sector participation; weak diplomatic
capacity, and insufficient sustainable partmership.
Also, India's private sector has largely been
missing from the equation.

The ahsence of a critical mineral supply chain
strategy and a clear road map for the private
sector are two primary variables responsible for
the lack of policy clarity, leading to their
absenteeism. To address these, India needs to
formulate a comprehensive approach for
de-risking, considering the role of the private
sector across the supply chain. An important step
would be to have a supply chain strategy based
on India’s growth prospects and national security
priorities.

Second, India must strengthen its mineral
diplomacy engagement. Having a dedicated
mineral diplomacy division within the Ministry of
External Affairs, similar to the New and Emerging
Strategic Technologies (NEST) division and a
special position for mineral diplomacy in selected
diplomatic missions can be the first step.

Third, India's goal towards mineral security
necessitates that New Delhi forge strategic,
sustainable, and trusted partmerships with
bilateral partners and multilateral forums. Among
all its partners, working with EU, South Korea,
and the other Quad members is critical to India’s
mineral security due to its domestic capahilities,
diplomatic network and technological know-how.
If these issues can be resolved, India's attempts at
mineral diplomacy will gain strength and will be
able to hetter ¢ ! New Delhi's d i
critical mineral initiatives, which are currently
maoving at a slow pace.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The two-day debate

The debate in Parliament
on the Constitution went
exactly as expected. The
Oppaosition criticised the
ruling party for its actions,
while the ruling party
repeated its accusations
about the Emergency. It
would have been unrealistic
to expect this debate to
result in any real solutions:
(Page 1, December 15).

working together to

Constitution's 75th

Instead of committing to

improwe the Constitution,
both sides across the
political aisle seem to have
dug in their heels even
mare. We can celebrate the

anniversary all we want, but
it will not mean much
unless we truly Live by its
values. As someone who
has lived through 70 years Chennai

of Indian politics, | have
come to believe that leaders
who are known for

It is astonishing that the
Prime Minister spent mast
of the time in Parliament

they feel is a priority, the
needs of the people and the
revenue available to fulfil

an ‘undeclared Emergency'?
The Opposition's motion of
their 'no confidence’ against

dishonesty and cormuption castigating the Congress these naeds. the Chairman of the Upper
have no right to speak Party and its leaders. A lot of emphasis was given House is an indicator of the
about the Constitution's Development by any to the Emergency of 1975, abyss that ouwr system has
values, Democracy depends | government is a continwous | Aren’t we being subjected fallen into.

on open-mindedness and process, depending on what | now to what is termed as Basappa,
constructive dialogue, but it e & Clariications Bengalury

seams like we are seeing
less and less of this of late.
\. Magarajan,

match.*

In the Editorial, *A legend, made® |December 13, 2024), a sentence in the
first paragraph should have resd: “Gukesh won Game 3 o tie the

Letters emailed to
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The digital frontier of inequality

ndia stands at a pivotal
moament in its digital
revolution, underpinmed by

an internationally
recognised model of digital public
infrastructire. Today, India has
118 billion mobile connections,
700 million Internet users, and
GO0 million smartphones.

While the narrowing of the
digital gender divide is a sign of
Progress, as in many countries, a
surge in gender-based violence
(GEV), particularly tech-facilitated
GEY, threatens to overshadow
gains. In response, the Union
Ministry of Women and Child
Development recently Liinched
‘Ab Koi Bahana Nahi (no more
excuses), a national campaign
aligned with the global ‘16 Days of
Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence'. This annual campaign is
led by UN Warnen.,

The risks

India’s diggital transformation has
unlocked immense apportunities
for empowerment, The Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has
increased account coverage almost
fourfold since 2005, with women
helding 55.6% of the accounts,
Diggital Jan Dhan-Asdhaar-mobile
linkages enable direct benefits and
cashless transactions, espedially in
rural areas, However, this
increased connectivity has also
exposed womnen to new risks,

I urban areas, online
harassment is rampant,
particularty targeting women in
public-facing roles such as
journalists and politicians. Rural
India boasts 200 more Inter net
users than in urban areas (2021
Nielsen report). Already
constrained by societal norms,
many women and girls lack the
digital lteracy and skills to
navigate online spaces safely,
Compounding the issue, many
wornen are also unavare of their
rights or the mechanisms mailable
to them for reporting abuse.

TFGBY takes many harmiul
forms. These include persistent
harassment such as cyberstalking,
anline trolling, and the
non-consensual sharing of
intimate images. Impersonation

Country
Representative far UN
Womin in India

UN Ressiclent:
Cooidinater lof India

Bath authors sre part
of Team UN in India

Ensuring
women's safery
online Is not
only a moral
obligation but
also a critleal
pillar for India’s
PrOEress

and fraud through fake profiles,
voyeurism, and grooming further
exploit vulnerable individuals.
These aften force women and girls
to retreat from digital spaces.
Inchia has taken impaortant steps
to combat TFGBY. Legal
protections, including the
Information Technology Act,
2000, and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2024, provide a strong
foundation to acddress digital
violence., Mechanisms such as the
National Cyber Crime Reporting

af technology ™, Therefore,
combating TFGBY must be a top
priority. This includes enforcing
stricter laws against perpetrators
af prline violence, and swifter
justice for survivors. Holding
social media platforms
accountable is an important part
af the ool kit to reduce TFGEV.
Expanding digital liveracy
Programimes, punicularly m rural

A minefield of controversies

Yet another political row has erupted, this time over tungsten mining

ATE OF PLAY

gatiesan.santhamrebebindico.ln

he Union  govern
T ment's move o grant
tungsten mining rights

Porrtal enable ar
reporting, while the
government-led Information
Security Edueation and Awareness
Programme spreacs digital safety

areas, is critical, to Hi Zine Limited, a
online practices into nl:hml Vedanta  Group  company,
curriculums and conducting near a biodiversity heritage
© ity workshops for women site in Madurai has kicked upa
and men, young and old, can be prolitical row in Tamil Nadu,

empowering. Additionally, The controversy erupted

nathorwide eampaigns that
challenge societal norms and

awareness, Women-specific aetively engage men and boys ag
prograrimes, such as Digital allies ean foster respectful and
Shakti, liunched by the National inclusive digital spaces.
Commission for Wormen, equip Collaboation with Indiad's
women with tools to navigate vibranit tech industry is essential.
online spaces securely. These ‘While many platforms have
measures mark great progress in introduced safety features, these
creating safer digital spaces, need further enhancement to
though some gaps remain. proactively address online abuse.
Inchia also actively engages in Leveraging artificial intelligence to
international negotiations and detect and remove abusive
agreements, inchiding the 67th content, yet n:talmng human
Session of the C ission on the ide introducing
Status of Women where UN user [ncnd}y reporting

member states, including India,
signed off on agreed conclusions
thet called for "adequate
sifeguards in order to promaote an
open, secure, stable, accessible
and affordable information and
communications tech
environment for all women and
wirls". This underscores India's
commitment to tackling TFGEV.

The way forward

Achieving truly safe digital
environments for women and girls
requires more focused and
strategic efforts that can keep pace
with this changing and evolving
digital world.

Thie Global Digital Compact,
adopted by world leaders
including India, at the UN Summit
of the Future earlier this year,
further strengthens legal and
paolicy framewaorks "to counter
and eliminate all forms of
winlenee, including sexual and
genderbased violence that occurs
through or is amplified by the use

mechanisms, can improve safety.

Just as impartant is o
development of robust surviver
support systems that offer
accessible counselling, legal aid,
and rehabilitation services.
Expanding the capacity of
helplines and initiatives such as
TechSakhi, o helpline offering
accurate information, empathetic
suppart, and assistance, will
ensure that survivors receive
timely and effective assistance,

As we concluded observing the
1i-Days of Activism that ends on
International Human Rights Day
wvery year, India's timely message
15 unequivocal: Ab Koi Bahana
Nahi. Ensuring women's safety
anline is not only a moral
abligation but also a critical pillar
for India's progress.

last manth after the Union Mi-
nistry of Mines declared Hin-
dustan Zine as the preforred
bidder of the Nayakkarpatt
hilock, which is rich in schee-
lite, & primary ore of tungsten,
The Nayakkarpatti block com-

them is Arittapatti, a notifed
biodiversity heritage site Fa-
mous for archacological mon-
uments, including cave tem-
ples, seulptures, Jain symbals,
Tamil Brahmi scripts, and
Pancha Pancavar stone beds,

Environmental  activists
and  willagers took  to the
streets saying mining will not
omly ruin the terrain but also
agriculture and their Tveli-
hoods. More than 20 pan-
chayats of four panchayat un-
fons in Madurai unanimously
passed resolutions opposing
the propased mining.

The auction has pitted the
ruling DMK and its  allies
against the Centre on the one
hand and against the Opposi-
tion parties in the State on the
other. While the DME govern-
ment says it was not consult-
ed, the Centre claims inputs
were taken from it before the
auetion and that no objection
was raised then, The Opposi-
tion was quick to accuse the
DME of ‘duplicity” But the

G tech co
civil society groups, individuals,
and international onganisations
have a role to play, and we in the
UN Country Team are proud to be
a partner in this journey,

DYME mudntaing that it was on-
ly the Centre and not the State
that cleared the mining pro-
ject and has accused the Op-
pasition of spreading disinfor-
mation. Although the Union

prises six villages. One of

Tamil Nadu

government has allowed Ve-

danta to mine in oan ares of

2015.51 hectares, the State has
ot given permission, the go-
vernment said.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
wiote to Prime Minister Na-
renidea Modi seeking eancella-
tion of the mining rights
awarded to the company. He
sidd mining will cause irfepar-
able damage to the heritage
site. "In addition, commercial
mining in such densely popu-
lated villages will definitely af-
fect the people. This has
caused  immense  anguish
among the people, who fear
that their livelibood may be
lost forever,” he wrote,

The Chief Minister said that
the Tamil Nadu government in
October 2023 had raised con-

cerns about the auctioning of

mining rights of critical and
strategic minerals, but the Un-
o Minister for Coal and
Mines had rejected them, ar-
wuing that the auction cannot
be withheld, in the larger in-
terests of the country.

Last week, the State Legisla-
tive Assembly unanimously
passed a special resolution de-
manding revocation of the
award of mining rights, Dur-
ing the debate, Opposition
leader Edappadi K. Palaniswa-
mi accused the DMK govern-
ment of being inactive for the
10 menths since the Union go-
vernment  brought  amend-
ment to the Mines and Miner-
als Act, 1957, with regard to
the mining of critical and stra-
tegic minerals. Mr. Stalin ar-
gued that the DMK govern-

ment  did  oppose  the
arnendment. He added thit he
will not permit the mining as
long as he is Chief Minister.
Mot to be outdone, the State
BJP president, K. Annamalai,
met Union Minister for Coal
anad Mines, seeking to call a
halt to the project.

Tamil Nadu is no stranger
to such controversies. In the
last two decades, there has
been intense opposition to va-
rious projects and striking a
balance in the face of it seems
to be increasingly dithicult for
povernments in the State, In
thie st two deeisdes, there has
been intense opposition to va-
ot projects in Tamil Nadia,
It 2010, Farners staged prot-
ests in the Cauvery delta re-
gion after the United Progres-
sive  Alliance  government
pgranted permission to the
Great Eastern Energy Corpo-
ration Limited (GEECL) to ex-
plore coal bed methane in the
Thanjavur and Tiruvarur dis-
tricts. An Moll was signed by
the GEECL and the DMK-led
State government in 2011 In
July 2003, in response to sus
tained protests, the then Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa suspend-
ed the project and followed it
up with a ban in 2015,

In 2007, there were protests
at Neduvasal in Pudukotta
and Kadiramangalam in Than-
Javur against hydrocarbon ex-
ploration in the delta. Later,
when contracts were awarded
o Vedanta and ONGC under
the Open Acreage Licensing
Programme Bid Round-l for
hydrocarbon exploration in
the Cauvery basin, protests
broke out again. In 2020, the
Cauvery delta was declared a
protected agriculural zone,

In 2004, complaints about
air and water pollution by the
Vedanta  Group's  copper
smelting plant at Thoothukudi
led to the closure of the unit.
In May that year, 13 people
were killed when the polioe

opened fire to quell protests, +

Over 78%

DATA POINT
The Hindu Data Team

n the last four years, more
l than 78% of the top paid HAB
applicants (whose proposed

wage rate exceeded §1 million per
year) were from India. Among the
Indians whose wage rate exceeded
$1 million per year, over 25% were
women. Also, over 65% of these
high-paid H-IB applicants from In-
dia were sponsored by relatively
smller companies in the U.S,

Moreover, the salary range of
HeB applicants whose sponsors
were LS -based companies was in
general higher than the salary
range of H-B applicants whose
sponsors were India-based compa-
nies, The H-B visa is a non-immi-
grant visa that allows U, compa-
nies to employ foreign workers in
specialty occupations that require
theoretical or technical expertise,

These conclusions are based on
data obtained by Bloomberg from
the U5, Citigenship and Immigra-
tion Services (USCIS) Each April,
the USCIS conducts a random lot-
tery to determine which HelB ap-
plicants can proceed to submit vi-
sa petitions, Candidates may have
multiple registrations submitted
by different employers. Once se-
lected, an employer can file an
H-1B petition on behalf of the be-
neficiary. These petitions include
details about the proposed job,
such as salary and location, and
fesrmn the basis of the conclusions
presented in the story, Only about
1 lakh approved H-B petitions,
fibed in the 20212024 period, for
which all relevant dita were availa-
ble, wiere taken for the analysis.

While an approved HAB peti-
tion is necessary for obtaining an
HAR wisi, it does nob guarantes
o, After Feceiving approval from
the USCIS, applicants may either
apply for an H-AB visa at a U.S, con-
sulate abroad or seek an Adjust-
ment of Status with the USCIS if
they are already in the LS,

™
K

of top paid H-IB applicants were from India

Chart 1 shows the proposed
yearly wage rate in § (vertical axis)
apainst the number of workers em-
ployed by the sponsor in the 1.5,
(harizontal axish. Each circle cor-
responds to an applicant whose
application got selected in the kot
tery and whose HAB petition was
approved. The higher the cirde,
the higher the proposed salary.
The farther to the right, the bigger
the company size of the sponsor.
Indian applicants are highlighted
in a different colour.

Of the 1 lakh HAB applications,
anly 123 had a proposed salary of
§1 million and above per year. OF
them, 96 (78%) were from India.
Over B0 of the proposed salaries
were in and around the $1,00,000
range.

Chart 2 shows the same infor.
mation, but only for Indians, Here,
female and male applicants are dif-
ferentiated using colours, OF the
96 applicants from India identified
i Chart 1, 25 (26%) were women.

As can be seen in both charts,
most of the applications with a
higher pay - circles on the top -
are crowded towards the left of the
chart, pointing to the low em:
ployee count for those sponsors.
Sixty-three of the 96 applicants
identified in Chart 1 were spon-
sored by US. companies which
had fewer than 1,000 employees
in the U.S, In other words, bigger
companies = both US based and
India-based = did not sponsor ma-
ny high-paid HIB applicants, Most
of their applicants’ proposed salar
fes were in the lower range, with
very fow exceptions.

Chart 3 shows the proposed
yearly wage rate in § for HOB appli-
cants of well-known sponsors (hig
sized firmis), in the 20202024 pe-
riod. It ignores outlier salaries to
find the usual salary range pro-
posed for most applicants. The
proposed salary range of US.
based employers such as Apple
and Google were considerably
higher than the proposed salary
range of Indian-based companies
such as Infosys and TCS,

of them were sponsored

 relativel

Indians on top

Haves from

The data for the charts wers sourced by the
Freadam of | nfarmation Adt

Chart 12 Tha proposed yearly wage rate in § {vertical axls)
against the msmiber of workers em ployad by the spontor in the
LS. (horzantal axls). Each circle correspands to an applicant
whose application got selected in the lottery and whose

H-18 patition was approved, The higher the circle, the higher
the propased salary. The farther to the right, the bigger the
eompary size of the sporsar. @ Indians © Other applicants
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Chart 31 Proposed yearly wage rate In § for H-18.
applicants of well-known sponsors (big-sized firms], in
the 2021-2024 period.
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FIFTY YEARS AGD DECEMBER 16, 1574

Electoral rolls revision may
be over by June 1975

New Delhi, Dec. 15: A courtry- wide revision of
electoral rolls is now in different stages of
progress. It is likely that this work will be
completed by June 1975,

Simultaneously the new delimitation of
constituencies is also being undertaken and at
least in one S mamely Gujarat, this has been
completed and the final order of the
Commission has been published. The work
regarding revision of electoral rolls in Gujarat is
likely to be completed in the first week of
January next. This means that Gujarat would be
ready togo to the polls at any convendent date
after this is done. When exactly President’s Rule
in Gujarat will be terminated is a political
decision though reports have it that complete
normaley prevails now and holding of an
election to the State Assembly will not pose a
law and order problem.

Revision of electoral rolls in the States of
Andhira Pradesh, Assam and Bibar will
commence in Jamary and the likely date of final
publication of electoral rolls is June 30 next. S0
tar as Haryana is concerned, revision work
commenced on November | in respect of some
constituencies while in regard to the remaining
Assembly constituencies, work began on
December 2, By June 1975, the final rolls would
have been published. In Himachal Pradesh
revision of electoral rolls in respect of
stwow-hound areas will begin only in May next.

Enquiries with the Election Commission have
also shown that so far as Kerala, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Punjab
and Magaland are coneerned, the revision will
be completed by June next.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 16, 1924

Women magistrates for
Madras city

The Fort 82, George Gazeite notifies as follows:
The Governor in Council is pleased to appoint
the undermentioned persons to be Honorary
Presidency Magistrates for the City of Madras
and to empower them to sit on the Benches
constituted for that city: Srimat Mangalammal
(Lady Sadasiva Ayyar), Srimati V. Bhamini Bayi;
Mrs, V. Panduranga Rao, and Mrs. Maud Hume
Stanford.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Svrians who returned
to Syria in five days
after Assadss fall

More than 7,600

7 62‘ Syrlan migrants
9 crossed thi

Turkish barder to return home in the five
days after the fall of Bashar al-Assad.
Withdm 48 hours af Assad’s Fall, Turkey had
Increaded s dally crossing capacity from
3,000 to bevwesn 15,000 to 20,000, s

Number of people

killed in Mayotte due
to Cyvclone Chido

At lenst 14 people were killed in
Mayatte when a flerce eyclone

battered thee French Indian
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The subsidy provided
by India to each fisher

Number of migratory
bird species recorded

Russian drones

destroyed by Ukraine

annually in Mathura wetland

in overnight strike

In &, indin has pitched the With winter setting in, the
World Trade Organdzation far Jadhpur Jhal wetland In

Mathura has transformed

Ukrainlan alr defences
destroyed 56 out of 108
drones launched by Russia

5

Ocean e itary, with officials waming it
willl take days to lnow the full toll, Rescue
wiarkers and supplies are biing rushed n
Loy alr and sea, but thelr efforts are lkely to
be hindered by domage to alrports, we

by countries that are engaged In fishing
activitles. An indlan document nated that
It provides 535 per fisher annually,
companed to subsidies as high as 576,000
por fisher per year in other natlons,

regulations an subsidies ghen

Inta & haven for migratory birds from
Central Asla, Siberla, Tibet and Mongolia.
Thie wistland has come allve with diverse
spechs, including rare visitors such as the
mallard duck and common pachard, e

during Its latest overnight strike, Kylv's
military sald. it added that anather 43
wing “locationally lodt’, typleally & result of
electronic jamming. s

COMPILED Y THE HINDU DATA TEAM

How would a carbon market function?

Follow us €D facebook.com/thehindu € twitter.com,the_hindu (@] instagram.com/the_hindu

What are carbon eredits and how would they be traded between firms? Why do corporations not want the government to be involved in the issal of carbon
credits? Who introduced the concept of carbon credits? Why are some expents eritical of carbon offsets?

The story so far:
Or2am, the ongoing climate
ence in Azerbafjan's
Baku, has given a fillip to
thee i o using carbon
markets to curb carbon emisshons by
approving standards that can help in the
setting up of an international carbon
market as soon as the coming year

What is a carbon market?
A carbon market s et that allows
thie buying and selling of the right to emit
cirbon into the atmosphere, Suppose a
government wants to lmit the amount of
carbon emitted into the atmosphere. It
can issue certificates called carbon credits
that allow the holder of the certificate to
emit a certain amount of carbon into the
atmosphere, One carbon credit is
equivalent to 1,000 kllograms of carbon
chieneiche. By limiting the numbser of earbon
credits that are issued, governments can
control how much carbon is released into
the erwironment. It shoukd be noted tht
anyone wheo doesn't hold carbon eredits
to their name would not be allowed 1o
ernit any cirbon into the atmosphere,
on credits were first used in the
% in the U5, which introduced the
and-trade model to control the
emission of sulphur dioxide.
Incivicuals and firms that bold carbon
credits bt don't sctually need them for
any reason can sell their credits wo
nterested buyers, The which

thiese cirbon eredits are traded s
determined by market forces, which in
this case are the supply of carbon credits

anial the demiand for these certlf
cirbon market can abso inclade the
trancling of carbon offsets, In this case, a
biskiess that pollites the envirenment
for example, can purchase carbon offsets
sodd by an emvdronmental NGO that
promises to plant trees that suck a certain
amount of carbon emissions out of the

LAY

atmesphere for each offset that it sells,

Whit Is good about carbon markets?
Pollution of the emdronment and climate
cha s by carbon emissions Is a

classle cuse of what economibsts call an
externality. An externality bs caused when
thee cost of

economie activity is not
ceauritied for (of nternalised)
arket price system due to the

e of well-defined property rights,
For examijple, i business that uses raw
miaterkils such as iron will have to pay the
supplier who owns the iron to be able o
prroscuire aned use it this incureing a
certain cost, But when the same firm
emits carbon into the here, it

ISTEEKPHETE

atmosphere as firms in this case have no
financial incentive to curb their carbon
embsslons. Carbon markets in which the
right to pollute ks traded for a price can
solve the problem by impesing a certaln
cost on firms for pollating the
atmosphere, helping to curb emissions in
the process.

The Intersection of standardised
accounting frameworks and technobogical
advancements has improved the abilicy of
corporiations to monitor and report thelr
carbon emissions, While, this is difficult
for the vast majority of small businesses
in the diveloping world, partieularly in
accurately capturing supply chain

sl angoing developments, like

doesn’t usially have to pay any money o
anyone, In other words, firms are
wenerally able to emit their waste into the
atmosphiere for free, This of course leads
to unhindered pollution of the

¢
real-tme data tracking of the energy
sector, continue to enhance the
grarmilarity and reliability of corporate
carbon sccounting, However,
corparations hiwve preferred o voluntary

reporting system, ke the Carbon
Disclosure Project, They have been loathe
10 government interventions lmiting
carbon embssions, arguing that such
bucdgeting may lead to output restrictions
ar rise in costs, They also point to varie

ol
production processes, some that might
havee diverse supply chadns that might
ke it difficult to find the optmal
carbon budget for their facilities. Large
multinational corporatbons such as
ExxonMobil and General Motors have
acdvocated for carbon markets that allows
free tracing of carbon credits among
fiems at a price determined by market
fiarces, thist would allow these firms o
purchase carbon credits from other firms,
which don’t need them as much, This
they say, helps allocate carbon eredits
e efficientdy than government diktat,

‘What can go wrong?

Even when there ks a functioning carbon
murket, o goversiment that is not very
keen on reducing emissions may increase
the supply of carbon credits and drive
down the price of the right 1o pallute,
leading to no noticeable drop in
emnlsslons. Others may keep a siebet cap
an the supply of carbon eredits but allow
firms to cheat by allowing them to illegally
emit carbon, The success of carbon

alfsets also depends on the degree of
personal incentive that firm owners
pessess o care about carbon emissions,
which iy often be very little, Crites
claim that firms that purchase carbon
affsets often do it for the sake of virte
stigniallig and may have little incentive to
ensure that their investments in these
Instruments are actually helping offset
carbon emissions. Meanwhile, other
eritics hive raised more fundamental
questions regarding how exactly a
governiment wotlbd be able to arrbve at the
optimum supply of carbon credits. They
arguee thae politicians, whao do not incur
any persanil economile cost when they
legislate emission redwctions, may reserict
the supply of carbon credits more than
what Is really necessary, leading o slower
cconomic growth,
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A carbon market |s 8 market
that allows the buying and
silling of the right to emit
carban inta the atmosphere.
Sippose & gavemiment wants
R limix the amaunt of carban
emitted into the atmosphere. it
can issue cortificates called
carban credits that allaw the
holder of the certilicate to emit
acertaln amaunt of carban
Into thie abmesp e,

-

Horwivir, corporations have
priferred o valuntary reporting
system, ke the Carban
Disclosure Praject, They have
been laathie o govermment
Intirvintions limiting carban
emisslons, aguing that such
budgeting may lead to autput
rstrickions or risi IR costs.

-

Evern when there b a
functioning carban market, o
governmant that Is nat very
g on reducing emissans
vy Increase the supply of
carban credits and drive dawn
the price of the right to pellute,
leading to no natlceable drap
In ermss lons,

Why is the BJD opposing the
Polavaram project?

What are the concerns of tribal communitics residing in Odishas M

Sutyasundar Baclk

The story so far:
he Biju Janata Dal (B0 has
recently intensthied it efforts o
highlight the potential adverse
impacts of the Polavaram Dam
praject, undertiken by the Andhea
Prachesh gevernment, on the tribal
communities in Odisha's Malkangici
chistriet. A delegation comprising BJD's
Ay Sabha membsers submitted a fresh
memorancum to the Central Wate
Commissbon (CWED, the Ministry of Tribal
Affiuirs, the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes and the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Cli Change
stating that the impact of submergence
due to “unilateral’ change in the design of
the praject has not yet been studied.

‘What is the status of the project?
idesh Chief Mindster N,
Chamelrabubu Maidu his vowed o

»

complete the Peliaram Project on River
Godavair! by 2027 g the interstate dispute
Imvolving mainly Odisha, Chhattisgarh
aned Andhra Praclesh has entered a crucial
phiase. The Usdon governiment his
assured T15,000 crore in this year's
buchget for the completion of the project.
However, the BJD has alleged thit the
CWE had refused o conduct o backwater
study for the revised design flood, despite
the pecommendations of experts and the
Oulisha Gevernment's concerns regarding
thee safety of tribal papulations. The BID
argued that varlous studies, ncluding
thase by the Gevernment of Andhea
Pradesh and CWC, have shown different
esthmates for submergence levels. "A
backwater study by AT in 2000 indicaes
that S0-lakh cusec Aood will couse
submergence up to 206 feet in Ocisha, far
exceeding the originally agreed maximum
level of 174,22 feet. A report from 1T
Roorkee in 2009 further estima
fleostrcd of 58 lakh eusees would result in

alkangiri district?

submergence levels of Reservoir Level of
232,28 feet in Oclisha,” it sald,

How did the project start?
The Polavaram Irrigation Propect on the
river Godavar] was coneeived as a part of
the recommendations of the Godavari
Water Dispistes Tribunal (GWDT), Andhea
Praclesh, Mudhya Prackesh and Ocisha had
entered into an agreement dated April 2,
1980, where the project was to be
executed by Andhen Pradesh. As per the
Ardhra Pracesh State Reonganization Act
(APRA), 2004, the Poliwvaram lrrigation
Project was declared as a national project.
In response to an K11 gquery, the
Minkstry of Jal Shakti safd that the
rmaximum height of the concrete dam of
Polwvaram Project, measured from the
deepest foundatbon level (18.50m) to the
top of bridge ks 72,60 metre. The initial
project cost was $10,151.04 crone in
200506 which reached 255 548,87 crore

in 2019,

‘What are the concerns?

Theaygh no comprehensive study has
been carried out with regards to the lkely
submergence of the Malkangin distriet by
backwaters due to the Polovaram project,
the Ocdlisha State government in the year
2006 submitted to the NCST that the
proisct was godng to submernge 7,656
hectares of land, including forestland,
and displace more than 6,800 people
drscliing 5,M6 tribals in Malkangie,

The Ministry of Jal Shakti said that as
per the Water Resource Department of
Andhiea Pravclesh, by providing remiedial
measures such as constructing protective
embankments for a length of 30 kms
alomg Stleri and Sabari River in Odisha,
and 29,02 km along Sabari River in
Chhattisgarh, the submergence in both
Ol sl Chibattisgarh couild be avobded
completely. In August this year, the
Ministry had asked the State Pollution
Caontrol Boards of Ocisha and
Chbattisgarh o conduet a public hearing
for the construction of protective
embankments without further loss of
s as the project s in an advaneed saage
of construction. The Odisha State
Pollution Centrol Board is yet to hold a
pubdic hearing, The Odisha government
had earier expressed its reservation over
the high protect phankment saying i
was not feasible, *The construction of an
embankment requires the diversion of
i il and creates fooding in Odisha

THE GIST

-

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) has
recently intensified 18 efforts
o highlight the potental
adverse impacts af the
Palavaram Dam progect,
wrrdrtaken by the Andhea
Pradesh government, on thi
tribad cammunities in Odigha's
Mallangirl disarict,

-

The Pelavaram irrigation
Praject on the river Godavarl
was cancelved as o part of the
rcommindations of the
Gadavar] Water Dsputes
Tribun ol {GWET),

-

The Ddisha State gavermmint
I Ehwit yirar Z016 submitted that
thie profect was going to
subimarge 7,656 hectanes af
Laned, including forestland, and
displace mare than § 500
people Including 5,816 trbats
I Malkangirl
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Why simultaneous elections are
impractical and complicated

Critics of simultaneous elections have raised a few objections.

livthe over 14 billion people, in a context where even State elections need to take plac

Gautam Bhatia

The Winter Session of the Lok Sabha is
currently underway. The introduction of
the two Bills which would enable
simultaneous elections in the country,
mainty the Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill 2024 and
the Union Territories Laws (Amencdment
Bill) 2024, have now beey pestponed to a
later date. In this article, Gawtam Bhatia,
explains the problem with such a concept.
n recent weeks, there has been
increasing discussion about the
possibility of having national and
State elections at the same time,
popularly known as ‘one nation, ong
election”, The formation of a commitiee,
helmed by a former President of India,
Ram Nath Kovind, io determine how this
might be implemented, and what manner
of constitutional changes might be
required to make it a legal reality, have
generated further debate, The primary
arguments in favour of simultaneous
elections are twolald: Brst, that it will
decrease the costs of conducting elections
{and of electioneering); and second, that
it will free up political parties from being
in ‘permanent campaign mode’, and
allow them to foous on governance (and,
fior that matter, constructive opposition)
fior i five-year period.

Point and counterpoint

Aggainst this, critics have poimed out that
when you crunch the numbers, the actual
financial savings are relatively minuscule,
Furthermaore, it is a relatively recent
pathology of the Indian palitical system
that central governmeni Ministers and
politicians spend a significant amount of
time campaigning in State elections: if the
concemn, therefore, is that frequent State
elections hamper governance and the
business of Parliament, then
simultanecus elections seem a needlessly
complicated answer when a simple ane is
available: that State elections should be
primarily fought by State party units,
while national politicians can get on with
the task of governance. The reality,

however, is that the increasingly
centralised - and presidential - character
of Indian election campaigns means that
this is unlikely io be a reality in the near
future.

Critics of simultaneous elections have
raised a few other ohjections, First, the
logistical nightmare of conducting
simultaneous elections in a country of a
lirtle cvier 1.4 billion people, in g context
where even State elections need o take
place in muliiple phases.

The second, and graver concern, is the
incompatibility of a rigid election
timetable with some of the fundamentals
of parliamentary democracy: as is
well-known, at the time of Independence,
ceniral and State elections were
conducted simultanecusly, This
arrangement broke down owiards the end
of the 19608 because of the use of Article
356 of the Constitution, which authorises
the Union to suspenid (or even dismiss)
State governments in a narrowly-defined
range of circumstances; but also, and
apart from that, the essence of
parliamentary demoeracy is that at all
times, the government must enjoy the
confidence of the House, failing which it
must step down, and go back wo the
people for a fresh mandate,

Consequently, it is obvious that even if,
legally and practically, one is able
synchronise central and State elections
for one cycle, this will break down the
moment a goverrumendt falls. To this, two
solutions have been proposed, both of
which tend to make the problem worse,
The first is that President's Rule (that is,
central rule) will be imposed in that State
until the five-year-period is over, Needless
o say, this will starkly undermine both
federalism and democracy. The second is
that ele 5 will be held in that State,
but the term of the new Assembly will
only be until the next cycle twhich could
b im a year, or three years, or four years),
Not only does this undercut bath the
Jjustifications for simultaneous elections ~
cost and an avoidance of continuous
campaign - but, rather, leads to perverse
incentives (for example, how much

in multiple phas

‘gowernance’ will a State g

rst, the logistical nightmare of conducting simultaneous elections ina country of a

reasons),

be
able to do if elections are scheduled ina
year?),

The possibility of ‘horse-trading”

The upshot of this is that there will be a
seromg push towards avoiding the fall of a
Bovernment, even when it has lost the
confidence of the House in the ordinary
course of things. And, 55 we have seen in
India, there is an almost institutionalised
remedy for this; defections, or
“horse-trading”. It is, by now, clear that
the Tenth Schedule's prohibition on
horse4rading has been rendered more or
less a dead letter, as politicians have
found various ways to get aroand this
{and courts have not been successful in
stopping it), Thus, as was peinted out by
lawryer and parliamentarian Kapil Sibal in
an interview recently, simul

Keeping absolute power in check

A related point is that in our
constinutional scheme, the federal
structure is an important check upon the
concentration of power (buttressed by the
existence of the Rajya Sabha at the central
level),

Thie federal structure, in wrmn, is
sustained by a plurality of democratic
contests, and a plurality of political
outfits, at the State level, Simultaneous
elections, for the reasons pointed out
above, risk undermining that plurality,
and risk precisely the kind of
concentration of power that federalism is
meant to be a bulwark against,

Second, on democracy: despite the
ringing words with which the Preamble of
the Consti begins, the “People”

elections are likely 1o see an explosion of
horserading, where the political parties
with the biggest pockets will be the
bigpgest beneficiries,

whlll. these intractable issues speak to
i i o
elections, at a deeper level, there are two
principled and interrelated arguments
against the idea: federalism and
democracy.

First, let us take federalism. Over the
years, it has increasingly come to be
accepied that Indian federalism is not
simply a matter of administrative
convenience but also a matter of principle
that recognises the legitimacy of
Hnguistic, culural, ethnic, and other
forms of collective aspiration, through the
grant of Statehood. In this context, there
is, of course, Indian demacracy at the
central level, but also, at the bkevel of each
State, democracy takes its own set of
claims, demands, and aspirations.
Simultaneous elections risk a blurring of
these distinct forums and arenas of
demoeracy, with the risk that State-level
issues will be subsumed into the national
ithis is inevitable, given the cognitive
dominance of the national, as well as the
fact that national-level parties frequently
campaign in a national register, for

have very little space in the Constitution,
especially when it comes w exercising
control over their representatives, Unlike
many other Constitutions, where public
participation in low-making is a
guaranteed right, along with other rights
such as the right to recall, in the Indian
constitutional scheme, elections are the
anly form of public participation in the
public sphere. There is a different
conversation to be had about why this is
not enough, but given this framework,
relatively regular and frequent elections
albow for more extended public
participation and debate; simultaneous
elections would shrink this scope
substantially, without any countervailing
changes to deepen it in other domains,

Therefore, it is clear that the
administrative benehits from simulianecus
elections are overstabed at best, and
non-existent at worst. However, the costs,
haoth in the implementation and in the
cancept itself, are significant, and create
nonerivial risks when it comes 1o
protecting and preserving the federal and
democratic design of the Constitution,
These, therefore, are good reasons why
the idea is a bad one, and ought not w be
acted upon,

Gautam Bhatta is a Dethi-based lawyer,
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THE DAILY QUIZ
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Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

On December 16 every year, ‘Vijay Divas' is celebrated to commemorate the victory of
the Indian Armed Forces in the 1971 Indo-Pak War. A quiz on the war and its operations

Vembu Shankar the farward airbiases and radar

Installatiens of the Indian Ar Ferce
e [1AF| an the evening of December
QUESTION 1 3, 171

Wihat was the name of the offensive
aperation launched by the indian
Mawy on Pakistan's port city of
Karach| during the Indo-Paklstan

War of 19717 India in the 1971 war?
[ k
QUESTION 2 QUESTION &

How many days did the 1971
Incla-Pakistan War last?

[ with the Param Vir Chakra
QUESTION 3 posthumously for his gallany
Whi was the Chiel of Army S1aff far | action in the defence of the
India during the 1971 inda-Pakistan Srinagar Alr Field in the
Wai? Inde-Pakistan war ol 19717
[ [

QUESTION 4 QUESTION T

what codename was assigned for

[
QUESTION &

What was the name of the
Pakistani naval submarine sunk by

Whe 14 the anly member of the
Indian Alr Force to be honoured

Wha commanded the guerrilla

Visual question:

Questions and Answers to the December 13 edition of
the dally quiz: 1, The given name of Raj Kapoor and the
names of his two brothers. Ans: Ranbir Raj Kapoor and
his brothers were Shamsher (Shammi) snd Balbir
{Shashi)

2, The 1935 film in which he debuted and the film in which
e gat his big break. Ans: inguilab; Neel Kamal

3, The first film under the RK, films banner. Ans: Aag; The
logo of the company was based on a scene from
Barsaat

&, This duo had its debut with Barsoor. Ans: Shankar
Jalkishan

5, Awaarg and Boal Polish were nominated for this swand.
Aing: Palime d'OF st the Canies Filin Festival

&, He was working on this il when he died, Ans; Hemng
7, This Hrishikesh Mukherjes classic is dedicated to Raj
Kapoor, Ams: Anand

8, This film had Raj Kapoos, Prithvira) and Randhir, Ans: Kol
Aaj Aur Kal

Wisual: Name the person Rej Kapoor i hugging, Ans:
Mukesh, wha was the ‘volce' of Raj Kapoor

KNOW YOLR ENGLISH

He's sweating
bullets in the
meeting

The paliceman was caught lining
his pockets, and now he has been
suspended without pay

8 Upendran

“Where is Ajay? | thought the three of us
were going out for breakfas.”

“Ajay sends his apologies. He has an
interview this afternoon, 5o, he.."

“That's right! Forgot all about the big
interview. For some reason, | thought it
was tomorrow. How is Ajay doing? 1s he,
as usual, sweating bullets?”

“Sweating bullets? Are vou asking if
hie's sweating profusely?

"The expression ‘sweating bullets' is
limited to informal contexts in American
English. When you say that someone is
sweating bullets, you mean the person
looks extremely nervous.”

“In other words, the person is worried
about something, and is therefore
sweating profusely!”

1 guess you could say that! In this
case, however, the focus is more on the
waorrbed or nervous look, rather than on
the sweating, When D met him, Ajay was
sweating bullets over the interview.”

“How about this example? The
moment | heard my boss wanted o see
e, | started sweating bullets”

“Sounds good! Every time 'm asked to
make a presemtation, | sweat bullets,”

“But tell me, why “bullets'? How is it
possible for anyone to sweat bullets.”

“It's mot real bullets that the person is
sweating, The individual is so worried
thit the drops of perspiration forming on
his forehead are the size of bullets,”

“That makes sense! 5o, tell me, how is
your boss doing? Is he still torturing
EVETYOneT"

“Diin't 1 tell you? My boss was fired list
week, Everyone celebrated

“That's not a nice thing to do, But why?
Was he caught lining his pocket?”

“Lining his pocket? What are you
talking abow?”

“When you accuse someone of lining
his pocket, what you mean is that the
individual was taking bribes.”

“In other words, he was making maney
throwgh illegal means™

“Exactly!”

“My boss has been lining his pocket for
TIATY VEArs mow.”

“1 see, It's also possible to say, ‘line
one's own pockets’, According to
rumenrs, the President of our Housing
Society found various ways to line his
own pockets”

“I'm sure he did. By the way, how was
the concert yesterclay? Did you and you
friends enjoy it?"

“What concert? It started raining
buckets an hour before it was supposed o
start, 5o, the organisers called it off”

“Raining buckets? Does it mean w rain
uite heavily?”

“Not just heavily, But also, for a long
time, Here's example, It's been raining
buckets the past two days. So, it's not
surprising that they decided 1o close the

frport.”

upendrankyegrail.com

Word of the day

Rime:

I eryatals farming a white depasit [espacially
on objects outside; correspandanca in the
sounds of two or mone lines (especially inal
sounds); be similar in sound, especlally with
respect to the last syllable

SYNONYMS: frast, hoar, thyme
\US@RE: The rime was thick and crisp on the gress.
Pronunciation: newsthlivefrimepre

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jam;

For feedback and suggestions lor
Tewt & Contint, please wiité ta
letters@thehindu,co.ln
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Cover from
pollution

RIGHTCHOICE
Amit Chhabra

The northern plains of India are
currently grappling with one of the
warst air pollution crises in years. The
Air Quality Index (AQD has
persistently remained in the ‘severe”
category, with some areas hitting the
maximum level of 500. The air has
become ‘unbreathable,’ with many
experiencing respiratory discomfort
and other health issues.

Looking at the dire situation, health
experts warn the current air quality is
similar to smoking over 10 cigarettes a
day, posing serious risks to short- and
long-term health. Vulnerable groups,
such as children, elderly and those
with pre-existing conditions are at
greater risk. With tootic air causing a
surge in respiratory and
cardiovascular illnesses, preparedness
extends beyond prevention. Health
insurance has emerged as a crucial
safety net, ensuring financial
protection against the growing
medical costs linked to pollution-
related illnesses.

OPD coverage
Pollution rarely conhines itself to
hospital stays. It rather tends to hit in
the form of eye irmitations, skin
allergies and breathing issues which
often leads to more outpatient visits.
For families, especially those with
young children or senior citizens,
these costs can accumulate quickly.
Asingle consultation in a metro
city costs ¥1,000-1,500 and diagnostic
tests can add another 5,000, Over
time, these expenses can rival
hospitalisation costs. OPD coverage,
an often-overlooked fearure in health
insurance plans, can significantly
lighten this financial burden, ensuring
you don't pay out-of-pocket for
frequent visits to the doctor,

Pre-existing conditions

Pollution worsens chronic illnesses
like asthma, bronchitis and
cardiovascular diseases. For those
managing these conditions, frequent
medical intervention becomes
inevitable.

Policies are now more inclusive,
with shorter waiting periods for
pre-existing conditions and even
immediate coverage in some cases.
This evolution in health insurance
ensures those already dealing with
respiratory or chronic ailments aren't
financially overwhelmed by
pollution-triggered complications.

Case for high sum insured
Peak pollution seasons often bring
unforeseen costs — from doctor visits
to diagnostic tests and emergency
hospitalisations. For families, a floater
plan with a higher sum insured offers
broad protection under one policy.
In cities like Delhi, where
healthcare inflation is relentless, a
policy with #10-25 lakh coverage per
person — or a ¥ crore umbrella for the
family — has become prudent choice.
In fact, insurers now offer riders that
provide an unlimited sum insured for
a single claim at a modest premium
increase of 10-15%. Opting for a 10
lakh base plan with this rider ensures
financial resilience in the face of
escalating medical bills.

Critical illness cover

Pollution isn't just seasonal nuisance;
it is a lomg-term risk multiplier.
Conditions like chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), cardiac
issues and even cancer are maore and
more linked to poor air quality. The
cost of managing these diseases can
climb to #40-50 lakh, a financial
burden most households are
unprepared to shoulder.

Acritical illness cover bridges this
gap by offering a lump sum payout on
diagnosis. This flexibility allows the
insured to use the funds not just for
treatment but also for related costs,
such as lifestyle adjustments or
income loss, providing a vital buffer
apainst life-altering illnesses.

EBeyond prevention

Mo mask, purifier, or closed-door
policy can entirely shield you from the
health impacts of hazardous air. But
financial preparedness, in the form of
a well-chosen health insurance plan,
can help mitigate its toll.

As AQI levels nosedive year after
year, it's time to move beyond
temporary fixes and focus on a
long term strategy. Investing in health
insurance is not just about handling
medical expenses—it’s about securing
peace of mind in a world where toxic
air is becoming an uninvited constant.

Answer to market volatility:
your time horizon

If history is any indication, an adequate time horizon takes care of market comections;
as long as the fundamental quality remains intact, you should remain invested

PATIENCE I'AYS

Joydeep Sen

hen there
is a market
correc
tiom, inves-
tors are wormried, as to
where the bottom is and
when the market would
‘turn around. The fact is, no
one knows the top or bot-
tom of the market. Market
prices do fluctuate, which
is called volatility, a ‘con-
stant” in markets. In this
context, we will discuss
some  historical  data,
which gives a perspective
about the future.

Context

We will take instances of
significant past corrections
and the returns generated
till date. Returns till date
are calculated from the
pre-comrection peak  ie.
even after you have suf-
fered the correction, you
have earned so much (asin
‘the table) return till date.

‘What table says
Absolute decline indicates
non-anmualised fall in the
market ie from peak to
trough of that phase, what
was the extent of decline.

Mifty50 TRI: market de-
cline and returns till No-
vember 30, 2024 are repre-
sented by Nifty50 TRL

Mifty50 represents a lit-
tle more than 50% of the
total equity market capital-
isation of India.

TRI means the total re-
turns index, which adds

Wait and profit

Despite carrections, the market, over an sdeguate holding

period, has rewarded patience

Magjor Falls > 30%
sinice 2000

2000 Dotoom Bubble

Nifty S0 TRI®
0% | 13%(19.3times)

2004 Indiam Election
Uncertalnty

-30% 14% (15.9 times)

2006 Global Rate Hike Selloff

-3% 13% (8.1 times)

2008 Global Financia Crisis

-50% 10% (4.7 times)

2010 European Debt Crisis

-1T% 11% (4.5 times)

2015 Global Market Sellaff
[¥ean Devaluation]

2% 12% (30 times)

2020 Covid Crash

-36% 16% (2.1 timas)

* Anmualized

In the initial phase of Inter-
net, any company with
“dotcom’ or something si-
milar in the name was gal-
loping at the stock market.
People did not care about
the fundamental quality of
those companies. Valua-
tions, as measured by the
price-earnings  multiple,
were stretched as prices
ran up to many times the
earnings of the companies.
It was so much that it was
in bubkble zone.

And whenever there is &
bubble, it will burst at
some point of time. When
it burst, market fell 50%.
From then till date, you
would have earned 13% an-
mualised returns, That is,
even after suffering 50%.
fall, you earned 13% an-
nualised returns. The infe-
rence is, as long as you
have a long imvestment ho-
rizon, you take home de-
cent refurns, in spite of big
market corrections.

The Global Financial

Rrebumms fram Peak bll Kowember 2634
SOURCE: FUNDEIH A WERLTH COPAFRIATICNE.
cut interest rates  and
pumped in liquidity to sup-
port distressed economies.
Our market, represented
by Nifty50, fell 59%.

From that level till date,
market has given 10% an-
nualised returns.

Similarly, we had many
other significant events
leading to big market cor-
rections, bke COVID in
2020. In spite of correc
tions, market, over an
adequate holding period,
has rewarded patience.

Current situation

There was, and stll is,

same stretch in market val-

uations, in terms of price-

eamnings multiples. This
is more in the LS.

than in India.

When prices run ahead
of reasonable valuations, it
is in a way waiting for a
trigger to correct. Since
October 2024, the correc-
tion was triggered by fo-
reign  portfolio investors

approximately 1-12% at the
indices level, and higher
for certain stocks. Howey-
er, the important point is,
there is no big adverse
event happening, of the
scale mentioned earlier in
the table.

Whether the correction
is over or not, or whether
there would be another
correction in the near fu-
ture, is anyone's call. In a
way, these corrections are
‘healthy, as it brings valua-
tiems closer to historical av-
erages from stretch zone.

The fundamental eco-
nomic growth of India and
the growth of corporates,
remain very much in place.
Market price in the short
Tun is a function of many
varigbles other than the
quality or growth of the
CONTIPEMiEs. AS WE SIW Over
the last two months, big:
time FPI sell-off was a rea-
er, this does not impact the
growth of companies in In-
iz in the long run.

Conclusion

‘When the market is volatile
and correcting, investors
tend to get apprehensive
and some may pull out of
markets. However, as long
as the fundamental quality
Temains intact, you should
remain invested. Rather,
the discounted price levels
are a better time to buy
more stocks, As we saw in
the historical instances,
trying to call the market
bbottom is futile. Just wait it
out. Data analysis on Nif
ty50 and Sensex shows
that over the history of the

Income
returns or
capital rise?
THINKINVESTOR

Choosing between bank
deposits and bond fundsisa
choice between stable
returns and higher expected
returns with downside risk. A
portfolio with a judicious mix
is behaviourally optimal

Venkatesh wam
‘We believe optimal diversification in a
goal-based portfolio involves having
capital appreciation products (equity
funds) and income-earning {recurring
deposit) products. Previously, we
discussed costs/benefits of mvesting in
recurring deposits (RDs). Preference
to earn interest income has often been
«called to question. There are three
reasons why we believe earning
interest income is more optimal than
earning capital appreciation on bond
investments.

Stability vs. downside risk

RDs earn interest income. Bond funds
‘provide capital appreciation, which
«can be greater than interest income.
That said, following are the reasons
why you should consider earning
interest income rather than capital
appreciation: One, bond prices are
inversely related to interest rates. That
is, if interest rate declines, bond price
o up. Therefore, funds that invest in
‘bemds will generate capital
appreciation when interest rate
declines or when the bond market
anticipates interest rate will decline.
But by how much can interest rate
decline? That depends on inflation in
India, which currently is upwards of
“4%. A floor (bottorn) on interest rates
places a cap (ceiling) on bond prices
and, hence, on capital appreciation.
But there is no ceiling on interest rates
‘which can rise for several reasons.
That means bond prices can dip more
than they can go up. Why expose a
goal-based portfolio to such risk?

Two, equity investments provide
«capital appreciation but exposes your
‘partfolio to downside risk. It means
you need income returns to provide
stability to portfolio. Hence, RDs. In
times of market crisis, when equity
funids generate negative returns, RDs
«can provide stable returns.

Finally, interest-earning products
such as RDs provide visibility of cash
flews. Tgnoring the small risk that the
‘bank will default, you know today the
‘maturity value of deposit. In contrast,
your investments in bond funds
fluctuate based on net asset value,
which depends on the market price of
the bends in the portfolio.

Conclusion

‘Our argument does not comsider
taxes asm:lrrusdla'nga Note, capital
appreciation via investing in an active
‘bemd fund is taxed at marginal tax
rate of 30% similar to interest income.
Choosing between bank deposits and
‘bend funds is a choice between stable

the dividends paid by the  Crisis (GFC) of 2008 was  (FPLs) pulling out of India.  index, on holding periods retums and higher expected returns
companies to the price ap-  another big event. It origi- 1t was not just a simple sell  of 10 years and longer, with downside risk. A portfolio with a
preciation of the stocks. nated due to excesses in ing of stocks, but in terms market has always given judicious mix of capital appreciation
the U.S,, but impacted the  of quantum, the highest decent positive returns, and income returns is optimal.
Events of volatility entire world. Stock mar-  ever in a span of one (The writer is a corpanate (The author offers training
Prior to 2000, it was the  kets crumbled, central  month, in October 2024, trainer on financial markets programmes for individuals to manage
phase of "dotcom’ boom.  banks all over the world Our markets corrected,  and author) their personal imvestmentsh
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SUIENUE

Can we make black holes reveal
themselves in echoes of light?

When light passes

around a black hole, its path bencs. So some parts of the light take a direct route to the viewer while others pass around the black hole a few times before

getting back on the original path, In this way, light emitted by a distant source in the cosmos may reach the earth at different instances, creating light echoes

Oudsha Ganl

hen it comes to making

sense of our universe, the

:mpu wtance of black holes

is hard 1o understate,
Scientists know that a black hole exerts a
itational pull, so much so that
any object that gets closer to its centre
beyond a point can never get back out.
The effects of back hole:
surroundings inclde th
tremendous amount of e
effects are crucial wo determining the
structures of th axies they ocoupy and
how the stars around them evolved over
time.

A study published in the Astrophysical
Journal Letters on November 7 is notabbe
in this wider comtext, It was carried out by
astrophysicists from the Institwe for
Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey,
il led by George Wong of the School of
tural Sciences at Princeton University.
I their study, the researchers presented a
new method to measure the properties of
black holes by using the effects they have
on light Howing around them.

Slgnatures in the light

When light passes around a very heawvy
Jike a black hole, its path by
result some parts of the light ¢
direct route to the viewer while
others may pass around the black hole a
few times before getting back on its

i wiry, light emitved by
n:.'Ly reach

hobes on the way. Wl
light emitt hy the sa
ferent points, the bea
e second will be an eche of the beam
rived first. This phenomenon is
called a light echa,
Thie manner and extent o which light

circles arownd a black hole depends on

haole is qmmtnht Lk

it will also depend on the obje
angular mmlmmum Thus, according o
thee study, i light echoes
ew anel independent way to the
ind spins of black holes,

il

In general, the task of |11l'a-1ur|tu.,.l

wliation swirling arc mr.llh(' object
complicate ohservations and make signals
harder o extract from the nodse, Light,
fortunately, is affected differently and
light echoes could offer a better
signal-to-noise ratio,
An object that bends light is called a

BIG SHOT

h

A carnel caravan maves alang the Erg Chebii dunes I the Sahara outside Merzouga, Maroces, on December 5. An exiratropical cyclone brought heavy rain to parts of the Sahara,
Including the Erg Chebibl, in early September, The runaffl fram the deluge created ephemeral |lakes in the desert, including arownd the Erg Chebbl, reuters

" »

THE GIST

-

The effects Black hole

i thern euoleed over

Hme

-

The mags and racius of &
Black hale Impact the manner
in which Iight bihaves, The
study elaims that Nght echaes
ean be used 38 & néw way 1o

detemmine the masses and
spins of black holes
-

Researchers collectee images
af light traveling around the
a7 black hale. They
estimated the tme light took
1o travel from the near end to
which depends on

Inferred echa detay

Aotew of the MAT supermassive Black ol in polarised light as captured by the Event Horzon Teleseope and released in 2021, BT COLLABORATION |0 BY A1)

lens. Black holes do this by the sheer

strength of thelr gravivy;

phenomenon
{

alled gravicati of relativity also anticipa he
its theorised long ago that henomenon of light echoes. In

d the time b

meaning lght of all rnches o their ides, would dep
should be able o form echoes hole’s m;

interferometry, The principle here is that

travelling around the M&7 black hole,
located nearly 55 million lghtyears away,
ent Horizon Telescope, Then
s of light

aing could ere light ular the theory licts the took totravel from the near end of the
but they have not been directly choes will be achromatic black hode o its far end, which, according

ncl on the black
nal angular momentum, after
icljusting for the angle at which the

sCope wis viewing it. From this

the non-simultaneoas arvival of two shadow on these rings o understand simubated data, the team inferred the
sigmals — like two light b s — could spacetime around the black holes, echo delay.
imterfere with each other to create a new, Albert l-:mwm 5 general theory of
unigue signal, Independent of colour relntivit

T spot light echoes ereated by o black Thee analysis in the new study essentially i In
hale, one teleseope could be placed on focused on a black hole a1 the centre of the echoes
thee earth and the othe pace, While the MET galaxy - an .:p|1dl.:|lm|.| [i 3 ning light of all
the number of instruments may seem study for light e frequencies sh hle to form

echoes, (Sinee € e
proportional to the freg
tion for the new study — baseline in *long Imm-lmr |nl('rh~rn|m'uy' telescope o det

maodest, they thJ
supreme bec
The main moti

e to operate with

ot the echoes isa

was the fact that some of the refers o the distance between the two ey * headache.) Thus any approach
supermassive black holes in the centre of telescopes that receive the light, to detect light echoes at muliiple
Ilw Milky Way and the nearby M&7 According o the study, it should be m frequencies at the same time could

hawe been found 1o have bright least 40 GA, where umit of provide a good est of the new wechnigue,
|||1|.-,s.nl lighe at a frequency of 230 GHz surerent that refers w the A positive result will also be yet another
aroumnd them. The structure of these rings bility 1o collect signals at a confirmation that the general theory of
Is influenced by astrophy: fore d spe fuency. relativity provides an accurate description
the spacetime geometry of black holes, The Princeton team also carried out of black holes,

and seientists have been keen o study preliminary high-resolution simulations w (Cuacdsicr Gami is an assistant professor in
them in detail using very long baseline teest the credibility of their wechnigue. For the Department of Physics, Govermment
interferometry techniques. One particular — this, eam members collected several Degree College Pattan, Bevamlla,

aspiration is to trace the black hol

thousand instantaneous images

ight qucsiaganiGgmail.com)
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Mirror life: a deadly geometry

In @ mirror, left and right
become swapped, While you
unscrew a bottle cap
anti-clockwise in the real
world, in the mirror you'll be
rotating it clockwise,

Anything that has a
handedness — left or right —
is said to be chiral,

Chiral molecules that are
mirror images of each other
are called enantiomers. A
pood example is the
compound thalidemide, It
was sold as a sedative for
four years in the late 1950s
befare being withdrawn,

Scientists found that the
right-handed enantiomer
worked as a sedative, but the
left-handed one caused
severe birth defects,

In the human bady itself,
the aming acids used to
make proteins are all
left-handed whereas the DNA
is right-handed (the
double-helix twists to the
right). The reasons are a
ySREry,

Scientists have been
making and studying
enantiemers in the lab for a
lng time, but recently a few
of them have started on the
road to creating ''microbes”
— synthetic bacteria whose
building blocks are
enantiomers of their natural
counterparts.

This ilustration shows & ONA molecule twisting 1o the left,
In aur bodies, DNA bwists to the right, snd left-twisting DA
i ahsent. GETTY IMAGES

Earlier this month, an international group of
scientists, including Deepa Agashe of the
Mational Centre for Biological Sciences,
Bengaluru, published a 300-page technical
report and a commentary in the journal Science
warning against efforts to build miror life.

"Our analysis suggests that mirmor bacteria
would likely evade many immune mechanisms
mediated by chiral molecules, potentially
causing lethal infection in humans, animals, and
plants,” the commentary read,

- The Hindu Bureau
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Slow-moving zero

Sebi needs to hasten slowly on T+0 as
stakeholders are yet to be convinced

AST WEEK, THE Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
gavea big push todeepen the T +0 settlement cycle by extending
the number of stocks to 500, giving brokers incentive to charge
differently, The regulator also made it mandatory for all brokers
to offer the option to investors, These actions come against the backdrop
of negligible activity in the T+0 segment since its launch with 25 stocks
in March. The beta version has seen just 125 trades in the last seven
months, with transactions of less than 10 lakh, Worse, there has been
notrade under thiscyele on the National Stock Exchange and the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) since September and June, respectively, Clearly,
despite the hard-sell by Sebi's top management, brokers and investors
don't seem to be convinced about the utility of this settlement eyele,
Amid all this, Sebi’s whole-time director, Ananth Narayan, made a
statement on Thursday that there is $4.5 lakh crore of float lying with
brokers, and they are earning hidden revenue from this, Add to this the
market regulator's that over 90% of th trades
where trade value was less than 21 lakh were conducted with advanue
deposits of cash and securities, So, there is definitely a case for T+0,0f
course, in the past two decades, Indian stock markets have come a long
way in terms of settlement cycles, In the 19905, it was T+ 15, which came
downtoT+3 in 2002 Followed byT»Z n2003and T+1in 2021, T+0is
alsoa toi
willbe for the first time in the world.

Opinion

HE SECURITIES AND

Exchange Board of India

(Sebsi) released a consultation

paper on Novernber 9, 2024

oposing revisions to the

definitionof Unpublished Price Sensitive
Infiormation (U Q[}underlhe SEIiI :I'm
hibitien of Inslder Teadl,

!
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@ REMEMBERING SARDAR VALLABBHAI PATEL

Prime minister Narendra Modi

[His] personality and work will continue to be an
inspiration for the citizens for the unity, integrity of the
nation and the achievement of the resolution of a developed India

©® MATERIAL OR PRICE-SENSITIVE?
SEBI'S PROPOSED CHANGES TO DEFINITIONS OF PRICE-SENSITIVE INFORMATION HAS MERITS AND DEMERITS

Defining UPSI

SANDEEP PAREKH N

Managing partner, Finsec Law Advisors

2015 {"PIT Regulations”). To d’mafrm,
Sebl has introduced 13 new proposals to
broaden the scope of the UPS] definition

and [y

da-'ll.'rmgular]tm nddhlma.'lly,ltmmem

haout-

30 of the LODR Regulations within the
definition of LIPS], These inchud

regulatory self-goal,

At this juncture, It Is important to
note that the definition of UPSI is
Intended to be inclusive, already cover-
Ing disclosures under the LODR Regula-
tions that may be price-sensitive. The
current proposals reflect Sebi's inten-
thon to better align its regulations with
the realities of market dynamics. By
broadening the definition of UPSI to
Include material events required to be

1o include certaln material events speci- over the limited impact of all Regulati miaf"rimﬂﬂn P ummul.cl discl
fled under the SEBI {Listing Obligations 30 events on securltles prices, recom- impactth lis dingsth

Ragui ula- | mendath erial | resultinsignificant financi i
thons, zﬂlst'mDRRq;ulallum’] These events, and dimcultles in mmpliam:e al'ﬂsc:tsm:uﬂ(prh:ﬁ‘,r.lumam-lhat:i:l!!pﬂ'r.L
Include,a I credit In this rext, here the market

ratings, pn:lpaued fund-ralsing activities
tobediscussed at Board meetings, agree-

Ing whethera material event falls within
the scope of UPSI requires evaluating
heth i

hasalready plleed Inthe potentlal impact
may not always be PI‘JM sensitive, As a

d under Regulation 30 of the
LODR, Sebi acknowledges that certain
events, even If not inherently market-
sensitive at first glance, could have sig-
nificant implications for investor per-
ception and are not currently being
disclosed.As a free market suppoarter, tM

ments impacting the i and
control of the company, initiation of

Inmost cases, also price- sensitive,

result, d und
30 of the LODR. Imgulatlam mqulm fur-

authors belleve in th
but Sebl maybe right in chanslng stan-

from this move, has tobe convingeed al
willbe deposited 5pminth
L30pm, .‘.vD unless the mv!sLﬂrisputting money in the currancy or com-

there hastobea fit anal

il forensic audits, outcames of certain litl- The new pmpma]i d thir b dent analysis to d ine | dardsifithasdatathat people are being
—hboth, ifimplen gations,and the of Including ¥ actions agalnnl the \rdle(hertlmy should be Included within oo cute with disclosures,
significant contracts or orders not in the listed entl ip LIPS Through this approach, Sebl seeks to
But there are many roadblocks. The retail investor, who could benefit ordinary eourse nlﬁ:simﬂjnnm addi- pennnm.-] IKM]"!J, and sub However, prof h'a for rd vlicl " 0 o l' o ey s
~urrenthy th ! 11 ch ig h nges and events that could influence
lllt:LuLlth,LuE. the stock before nificantly influence investor decisions of UPS]. However, nntallreg- ‘Action initiated' |, ratings are inherently fl lal dingory percey f
and market movemnents, However, cer- ulatoryactions ororders carry should never be plrlce -sensitive, as they alisted entity, However, this broad inter-
tain inclusions may dilute the frame- th lewel dard dir etation Introduces lexity, as it
modities market, which are open till late, the moneywill lie unused in the waork's purpasehycn‘:'erlns routineoper- | orare likely to lmp‘;ct [prices, dth.bl.l for n[acnmpanyscn!]lmml :'nay lead to the classification of at least
bank account. Yes, there could be a use case for someone wanting to meet ational matters or classifying less | For example, regulatory Isclosure. Ev.ry— ness and are closely moni- | someroutine operational eventsas UPSI,
apersonal obligation, but that's not enough, There could be some interest material disputes as UPSI, ! h one is tored by investors, Similarly, | even if thelr market impact Is limited or
income for the investor by keeping the mg“g}rmr“lshljn the bank, but The relationship between material Ing in minor penalties for innocent till Including award or termina- i, Similarhy hy
- is of payinga higher brok forTs0 events and UPS] has evolved over time, technical  defaults  are proven guilty donof order; in ith nes
o Initlally,the definition of UPSl under the unbikelytohave s substantial — 112 ‘Ti0rTA] coUrSE OF Busi- { hauld nothe

settlement and

estincome. Inaddition, there are fears of get -
ting alower price due toone day's carrying cost,

For brokerages, to ensure that the payment is done by evening
means adding another cost centre in terms of an additional team that
will execute the same, Most would be seeking a return on investment
on this additional cost,

The biggest pressure will be on the stock exchanges, tlearlng corpora-
tions, and depositories, particularly because of two parall s{both

FIT Regulations included within its
.v:npeIn[nmutiunrel.ltedwa.'llmaterlal
eventsas pe Howe-

effect on stock prices, Simi-
larly, actions against non-material sub-
directlyinvolved in the listed

ever,an ammdment ‘to the PIT Fegula-
tir.lm In April 1010 removed the direct

Instances

entity’s core operations may not signifi-
cantly alter market perception. Mo

offallmg mcategndseinfom\atlun aparl

Impar even if material,"action ini-
tiated" should never be the standard for

T+0and T+1 running at the same time), Sebi wants to stay ahead of the
curve aseven advanced markets like the US have transitioned to T+ 1 only
recently. The Sebi chief had also made a very strong pitch that funds will
moveaway from the regulated markets towards eryptoand similarassets
ifwe do not move towards T+ 0 and, ultimately, instantaneous settlement.
The market regulator's intentions are noble, as improvement in liquid-
ity and faster trades will help in reducing counterparty risks, The chal-
lenge is to convince the stakeholders of its benefits.

Saudi-backed LIV Golf forcing
PGA to pay players fairly

FOR NEARLY FOUR years, th 1d" If tours
battled over players, the moral high ground and outright survlval Ncm the feud
appears to be ending.

Earlier this week, Bloormbery News reported that Saudi Arabia's Public Invest-
ment Fund, owner of the upstart LIV Golf, Is nearing a deal to acquire a roughly
6% stake In the Professional Golfers’ Assoclation’s commercial arm, PGA Tour
Emerpml-_& Many fans will find it difficult to accept the two mganinatlnm comm-

will require] nnmnwuennlrnmaclanhmat
was often about Saudi Arabla's abysmal human elghts record, not

The PGA Tour as we know It today 1ed in 1968 and has g into
acommercial juggernaut. In 2023, for example, it reported 51,82 billion In rev-
enue, muchof which was derived from multi-billion dollar media rights deals, The
money enriches gul[em Bpacla]ly the tup ones, That year, Rory McElroy eamed
524.9million in PG, Iermnakes for a great payday, But McEl-
roy shouldn't be completely happywlth it either,

I.Inl.ile anN E.I\ player heisn'ta salarled empl.ayee Instead, he and nlher I"(‘.I\
To only
the cut at a tournament (finish in the top 65 golfers), And even then, their pay is
determined by how high they finish,

It's an absurd system that — unlike other leagues — doesn’t compensate ath-
letes for the value they bring to the sport and its broadcasts, Let's stick with the
haskethall comparison here, Gobden State Warrlors superstar Steph Curey will earn
553 million Inﬁuanmeed money this season. Contrast
Curry's 553 million with the $0 that Tiger Woods earned
for missing the cut at the 2024 US Open. He may not be
the old Tiger, but he still draws a lot of viewers totelevised
golf,and he's objectively worth more,

Getting it has been the hard part, One main reason is
that the PGA Tour has never faced meaningful competi-
tlon or pressure from its athletes to do better. Then came
the PIF, with nearly 51 teillion in assets, announcing LIV
Golfin 2021, The first season cost 5784 million, The sec-
ond season was reportedly slated to cost $1 billion.

Much of that treasure has been spent on revolutionis-
ing how much — and how — peo golfers are paid.

In LIV's flrst year, every tournament paid a purse of §25
million, and even the last-place golfer was guaranteed to
take horne $120,000. Meanwhile, the 2022 PGA Championship had a compara-
tively paltry purse of §15 million, It's worth noting that LIV also includes fewer
players than the PGA, allowing for each to earn more,

The move pulled athletes away from the PGA Tour, To survive, it had to pay up. So
far,ithas, In 202 1, itpaid just under $400 million in prize money; in 2023, it pald out
§560million. Thatyear,italsoset upa § LOOmillion pool toreward playerswho"gen
eratethe most pesitive interest in the tour, TigerWoods received 512 millionin 2023,

But the most critical development has been to recognise that the PGA Tour
can't survive if its only tacticls to trytotop the guaranteed cash and prizes offered
Iy the deep-pocketed LIV, Instead, it needs to offer something that other profes-
sional leagues typleally don't: player equity in the league itself,

S, the tour created PGA Tour Enterprises in January to manage the league's
commercial actlvities. A group of investors led by John Henry's Fenway Sports
Gmu p funded it w‘Jth S I 5 billion. I'Laym equlty sramn waorth rnushly $930mil-

buted and their
mmrds In its champlonships, The grants will vest over the years, providing an
Incentive tostay, win and Frr.lmole the tour,

Of course, th rkoutand to recelve,
But even atthis s‘taxd the gram.a standas acritical means ofemurlng thatathlete

the value that they bring to their league and sport,

That value lsn't nearly as important as ensuring human rights in and around
sports, But players looking to thank someone for the advance might want to give
afriendly nod to LIV, PIF,and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,

Regd, No. TNACPMG,/722/2000 R.N.I Reg. No, 37821/80 l‘rntudmdpmsluhnd byhst..:dh:d:r

FIT Imgulatlmgmntlnuedmpe:!m Tu
f

d a consul-

tatlonpaperm May 18 1013 pmpmlng

rial wenls under Hegu]allon 30of the
d

unless proven guilty, To put In public
domain a very preliminary charge or
prima facie case would be unfair to the
Individual or company belng investi-

ness’ s justified because
thesa often indicate significant changes
to the company's future cash flows, mar-
ket position, or operational strategy, Of
course, a material filter should also be

disclosed till a finding of fault.
Sebi's proposed revislons alm to

Impmelnm;tu‘;pmlmhn. However, it
alsa creates challenges in distinguishing

applled asa €1 outsbde normal course of between price-se M:In[nrmatluna
business hould P ine of !
disclosed, andfo h, based on the likell

The proposal to Include Information
related to initlation of forensic audit or
recelpt of final forensic audit may ralse

hood of an event affecting market prices,
reducing adverse Impact on innocents,
i i

speculations about potentlal mis-stat
ments,

would rr.mly truly
relevant discl uPsl,

gated, The

Isindead f dtoh

tlesina y's financial dealings is

slsmmcnmpliance

In its latest consultation paper, Sebi
alms to address concerns raised in public
feedback regarding the proposal to

mmmhmaawmng_

The Consultation Paper also proposes
Including changes to KMPs within the
uPs I d

L

concerns, disputes, or flnan-

Rationalised GST rates

LLOYD MATHIAS

Business strategist and independent directar

oo pre-mature, Indeed, if this 1s required
to be disclosed at the preliminary stage,
few companies would initlate a forensic
audit for the fear of bad press, Mandat-

8 F

This would help maintain the effective-
ness of insider trading regulations and
reduce compliance burdens while align-

Ing rules with current narket practices,
Conurhored with Manas Dhagar and
Rishall fain, associates,

key for jobs and growth

While reforming GST, the Centre should remember
that rate changes must boost public revenue while
enabling businesses to invest and create jobs

On July 1, 2017, the Indian govern-
ment took a huge step forward by intro-
ducing E‘-onds and Services Tax (GST),

lis applied regardless of sugar content,
while the World Health {)rganl:alinn
(WHO)and scal

employment tied to agriculure, In addi-
tion to this 4.57 erore, millions more

depend on tobacco for income through

and related sec-

replacinga i nwitha product - hatsi
unified one, Slncethen the government  formulations, including Iayemdtaxa.tlm tors, M:mu'dlng o mpam's from 2013-
hakfunmdmlmpmﬂng[‘-ﬂefﬁdemy based on sugarcontent. 2023, the decline in tobacco production
toboost owth, In case of the tobacco sector, Indla resulted in aloss of 23,8 crore man-days
hallenge now | g this pmltlve dayhash hefourth icit  of

momentum, mnarket in the world because of huge tax Recnndly,unf‘-o.“mcnnmndatlum

Union finance minister Nirmala
‘ilmaramanhagaduucamdrnrmglmpu

arbitrage and the fact that according to
WHO reports, legal Im!lan clganma are

themost

d In Sep-
temnbes,she highligh fi
line litigation with the setting of GST
Appellate 'I'rl'hunal and uglng artificial

system
and ease of doing business,
Towards simplification and ease
of doing business

In this context, it will be pertinent 1o
analyse the recent recommendation of
the Groupef Minlsters (GoM) on GST rate
rationalisation,

Take the case of the proposal to intro-
duce anew fifth GSTslabof 35% for prod-
ucts like aerated beverages and tobacca,
which may bocst revenie but could alss
Impact livellhoods and fuel ilicit trade.

It would be useful to analyse the aer-
ated beverages industry, which Is con-
strained by a tax structure that hinders
growth, innovation, and employment
patential, India has oneof the highest tax
rates for carbonated soft drinks {CSDs),

sweetened beverages fSSHi}hav: much

[ heGST: or

will invpact the ease of doing business in
India, a process the government has been
working to Improve, as seen in efforts to
reduce compliance burdens and initla-

tem{NSWSL
Inits Iamzt "l'l'ade W‘mh' u\paﬂ NITI

it more from the 'China Flus One’ gtral

148 items, witha tiered approach, Goods
costing up to €1,500 would

EVRSuhmhnuny\am,L‘EOome Aayog,
noted that the trade policies under US

world  when mea.tumd Tax rate be taxed at 50, goods priced  President-elect Donald Trump present
against the paying capacity between  €1,500  and saying,“We are th

of consumers, The key ques- fluctuations are 10,000 would be taxed at  first alip, The ball Is mmlng In our dlmc
tlon here is whether the  often detrimental 18%, and s above  tlonWheth dropit
lincrease In revenwe from an to business 10,000 would be taxed at Isforus todecide. , there will be a m
increase in taxes will be suf- 'L 28%, boony due to trade diversion.” Astream-
ficent tocoverthe taxlosses  1OrCing companies A typical retailer stocks  lined GSTeould be the perfect pitch tocre-
dueto the surgeinsmuggled to adjust garments at various price ate more opportunities for success,

ods, their models points to cater tovarious cus- Tax rate fllmuatlam are often dl!trl
Despite being a major tomer d ds, Now, will it mental to bus
producer of fruits lke not make his billing process ad;uxt thelr models, which can hlnd.er

mange, banana, and guava as well as
sugar, Inda’s potential in the CSD sector
remaing  underutilised, with local

maore complex and putan administrative
burden due to the tiered GST structure?

Inter i 1 Imypact

not being maximised, This
underdevelopment limits the sector's
ability to attract investment or create
Jobs, particularly in Tier 2 and 3 citbes, A

Anatheraspect lathe roleof HSN (Har-
monised Systermn af}hmmclatum] codes

awth,
sectors, For exampl.e the Iegalgaming
Industry has been affected by the 28%
GSTon total player depasits. According to
an E&Y inslght article, this high tax rate,
ane of the highest globally, has hindered

In GST, Thmcnduc iy g elnm'

hpotential

recent stud
miflcant pul’nnt‘lal for job creation acrgi
ithe supply chain, contributing approxi-
mately 79,160 crore to the economy
and creating approximately ¥6,91 lakh
jobsin 2018-19,

In India, the tobacco economy sup-
[parts 4.57 crove livelihoods, with 7006 of

THE EDITOR

EVs are the future

Apropos of Mo permanent crotch'
(FE, December 14}, electric vehicles
(EVs) are going to be the way people
will ravel in the near future. To rein in
polution, the Centre is offering
subsidies on the purchase of Evs.
Interest in such subsidies seem to be
waning as lesser people are buying

them. Market-driven growth is always
preferable to subsidy-induced
grawth. FWithin the next few years, in
all B:ellhood EVs will sutnumbber

| vehicles. This repl,
af carbon-based fuels will benefit the
Indian economy tremendoushy,
Though the infrastructure for Evs s
not fully developed, it is in our interest
that EVs take over the roads as soon
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dising goods clanlﬂcatl.on undr.'r GST
However, India’s multi-tiered GST on the

(‘ST tosu ppert growth amid changjng
dynamics, Rate changes must boost pub-

same bar,

goads
transactions, maklng 1nmrnat|.ena] trade

while enabling busk o
Investand create jobs. A balanced, flexible
approach will ensure consistent growth
and ease of doing business, positioning

morech d fior-
elgnlunlmnmi.

Owerall, the GoM dati
as possible,
—&nthany Henriques, Maharashtra
Solar tech and growth

Apropos of ‘& new wave in solar
technology’ (FE, Dec 14), solar energy
is now the most efficient form of
energy generation worldwide, It has
seen remarkable growth thanks to the
innovative advancement in solar

India for Im 2025 and beyond,

technology, Even thowgh high upfront
costenergy storage challenges,
import dependance on China for solar
panels, and grid integration issues
seem the handicaps, the
overwhelming reception for its
generation augment its prominence.
—MR Magarajan, Sivakasi
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An unravelling in Syria

Crisis could mean the decline of Iranian and Russian influence in the Levant,
with rising American — and by extension, Israeli — stakes in the region

D ATA HASNAIN

ED AT wihich the situation in Syria
has spiralled into anarchy defies all logic.
With the availability of the best surveillance
systems, eyesin the sky, eavesdropping capa-
bilities and artificia |mo]||ﬁt'|1n- there should
hardly be T
world | ur |m1|m|y.1mlmu
Yet, TICY,
ters under the scanner to burst out with a
vengeance, We are well past the stage where
one could luxuriously explain the backedrop
of this hugely complex problem which has
the potential toupset the entire apple cart in
the Middle East, The number of players in
the fray, aleng with ideobogies and multiple
other interests, complicate the situation
beyond measure,

Abwied recall may be necessary, The issue
here is the collapse of the Bashar al- ]
regime which represents the Ba'ath Party;
latter has been in power in one form or an-
other since 1963 Syriahas largely been a sec-
ullar society; while |1|r|mtu||ns plura
Almwite (Shia) minanity has rubed without
pretence of democracy, |t has been strategi-

cally aligned with Shia lran from where Syria
has receved much of its weapanry and fund-
g, Thee existence of a pro-lran regime in Syria
Faciliated lran®s proxy war strategy in the
Levant. A civil vwear broke out in Syria in 2011
after the Assad regime targeted exponents ol
the Arab Spring who were demanding
greater democracy, It raged vl 2008, involy-
img a plethora of players with interest in the
region. Firstwas the US, which supported the
rebels against the Assad regime due to the
latter's anti-lsrael, pro-lran approach.
There were several Sunni radical groups such
as Al-Musra and 1515, all breakaways from Al-
(raeda, not necessarily aligned with the
Syrian oppositicn.

The second was Iran whose entire strat-
egy of control of the Levant — through prox-
e steered by its Islamnic Revolutionary Guard
Corps = and hence, the ability tw threaten
Israed, was contingent upon an aligned Syria.
Hezbollah extended this control inte south
Lebanon, That brought in lsrel, oo,

Third was Russia, with itsdeepinterest in
a foothold in the Middle East, particulardy in
thevarious facilities arurd the strategic pont
cityaf l.u-lkl.1t||1lhﬂMM|h-r|.lm\1l1 :Iw only

military affairs.

W al W Y out-
mlm]w Black Sea, I'hc .|th|1: ol 1515 in MM
complicated matters as it fought against
every otherelement. The Gulf nations, led by
Saudi Arabia and Turkey, too joined indirectly
in support of the opposition forces against
Assad, converting a political civil war imtoan
ideological one,

After the defeat of ISIS in 2018, the civil
wear ebbed. The pandemic in 2020-21 saw it

Tahrir al Sham { HTS ) managee to build is

I
uptosuchamilitarily powerful position asto
rout the Syrian Ay, HTS was a progressively
evolving organisation which morphed from
the Al-Nusra Front, which had itsell split from
Al-Gaeda in 2016,

Most sources sy that Damasous is now in
the hands of the HTS, as are the major cities
of lleppoand Homs, Initial analyses can only
point to two or three reasons for the melt-
dewvn First, the utter |11m11-lmm-|nm1| of

e by Assad, leacli th s
support switching completely lmhﬂ(lpp(lsl-
tim, Second is the weakening of the [ranian
hold ever the Levant as a result of the erosion
of Hezbollah in south Lebanon over the last
15 manths, and particularly since the recent
Israeli offensive. Third, the deterrent pres-
ence of Russian Special Forces and the
Russian Air Force became less effective as the
Ukraine war had a debilitating effect on
Russiancapability in the Middle East Aweak
counter attack by the Russians last week was
Felloweed by a closure of all assets, While no
reasons as yet can be ascribed to the light-
nuu,nn-ialHl\llwm.m-enm fingers be-

at avery ko pitch, The chaotic
of the LS from Afghanistan, the Ukraine war
aned then Gaza — all of these took attention
away from Syria between 2020 and 2023,
Hewvever, control of the Levant was with Iran,
Which is why it Is surprising that the Hayat

PRAKASH SINGH

MANIPUR IS A classic example of how not to
cheal with an internal security problem, Not
that it is a simple problem, It is an explosive
cocktail of ethnic conflices, tribal insurgency,
drug trafficking, and infiltration from across
the Myanmar border, The tragedy is that the
problemis nmuu,nmn-unm:lm withevery
passing I'|'|(II'|lh. \ul ha Mt'n.lllrl! s d eephy un-
ountry ha

expertise in dealing with diverse intemal se-
curity challenges. We look back with pride
that, in the past, we defeated one of the most
lethal manifestations of verrorizm in Punjab,

ot ause th

dat potential stakel ichas
t]m US which had also been ac u-.ml of
raising andl funding 1515 before it went out
of control. The positive signals thus far are
s reassuring statements from HTS leader
Abu Mohammad Al-Jolani, although his

After the defeat of 1S1S in
2018, the civil war ebbed, The
pandemic in 2020-21 saw it at
avery low pitch, The chaotic
withdrawal of the US from
Afghanistan, the ine
war and then G allof
these took attention away
from Syria between 2020
and 2023 However, control
of the Levant was with Ir.
Which is why it is surp
that the Flayat Tahrir al
Sham (HTS) managed to
builel itself up Lo such .l
militarily powerbul position
as to rout the Syrian Army.

€k Sasikumar

credibility remains questionable,

Ii's impertant to understand the likely
immediate effects of the overthrow of Assad,
First, bran's supply chain to Hezbollah s now
mm]!mmuml rhus |m|l-u||.|llyrl.¢'l-.1yuu,w

FE Y PV I AN AT T S i

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The problem for Al 1s that we want

machines that strive to achieve human

objectives but know that the software does not know for certain exactly what
those ohjectives are. Unchecked ambition leads wo regree, Controlling unpredicable

superinielligent Al vequires rethinking what Al should be.”

= THE GUARDIAN

Friends and
neighbours

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's debut visit
is occasionto celebrate Sri Lanka's democratic
turn, India’s neighbourhood-first policy

MotaN KUMAR

THENEWLY ELECTED Sri Lankan President
Anura Kumara Dissanayaloe (AKD) ks on his
maiden visie abroad, to India. The visicwill
conclude on December 17, This is in line
with his predecessors who invariably vis-
e Inclia as the first port of call after get-
ting elected, India will no doubst rell out
thve redd carpet to President Dissanayake as
testimaony of its nelghbourhood-frst pol-
ey, The visit is significant for a variety of
reasons, not least because it comes against
the backdrop of regional turbulence and
global incertitude,

Sri Lanka has shown remarkable adher-
ence to its democratic roots and to its plu-
ralistic polity, It is casy to forget that as re-
cently as 2022 the *Aragalaya" protests
overwhelmed Sei Lanka, At the time, Sri
Lanka's future looked uncertain, if not
bleak, The people of Sri Lanka deserve
enormensseredit for bouncing back in dra-
matic fashion and ghving the lie to dooms-
dayers, Comparisons are now routine be-
rween what Iupponml in Sl Lanka and
whiat did not in Iluu.l.ulmh

The el ho belongs o the

dlo sowithout delay, AKD has been termper-
ing people's expectations by saying he does
not have a magic wand and that he will
neec ime and the cooperation of all con-
cerned to deliver results,

It is useful to recall that India’s External
Alfairs Minister § Jaishankar was the first
high-level foreign dignitary tocall on AKD
inColomboin October, less than a fortnight
after the latter's remarieable victory, Many
peeple may not be aware, but jaishankar
served as First Secretary (Political | in the
lare Eighties in Colombo and has a pro-
found understanding of the island's com-

bex politics, He carried a personal invita-
tion from PM Moddi to AKD and this was
crucial in paving the way for AKD to make
his maiden international trip to Delhi,
During the visit, Jaishankar comeyed to the
new Sri Lankan government that payments
for seven completed Line of Credit projects
amounting to $ 20 million could be con-
verted to grants, This assumes significance,
iven Sri Lanka's pre-emptive sovereign de-
Faultin 2022 on all its foreign debt amount-
g bo § 50 billion,

ARD'svisit will provide anopporiunity
fiow PM Maseli b establish a personal rapport
with AKD. P may also be expected to con-
vey to the Sri Lankan leader India’s firm
commitment to the financial stability and
economis development of Sri Lanka, The
best long-term bet for both countries s for
Sri Lanka to secure regional economic |
tegration with South India. On the ethnic
muo India supports the aspirations of all
anka including Tamils,

IVP (Janatha 'u'lI'I'ILIkl|'II Peramuna), a
Marxist-Leninist party with a viclent past,
is even more impressive. After all, the [V
carried out insurrections twice against the
government of the day, first in 1971 and
second in 1989, which resubted in hundreds
of people dying in Sei Lanka. The party in
the past was also viscerally opposed to
Inclia and the peacekeeping force (IPKF)
that we sent to the island in the Eighties.
For mr.1u.1[u|ly vo relmwent itsell, fight the

ofits
|11l|||.uyl.l]lﬂhtlllyual ake on lsrael, lsrael's
approach to the ceasefire may also change
rcond, this will have an indirect
e war in Gaza where lsrael can
make military victory the focus of its re-
sources and attention, Third, the Russian ab-
sence strengthens American stakes and, po-
tentiall udi influence in the Levant,
although Saudi strategic focus appears to be
changing, It is after many years that [ran's
capability to influence a rising Shia crescent
has been curbed. We should hope that HTS
does not evolve along the lines of 1515, de-
claring Caliphate. Otherwise, another the-
atre of war would open up on the Levant
front, much like in 2014, The like lihood of
Iran accepting this situation with a strategic
disachvantage to itsell is small. It may ea
brate its response to regain its stature,
Hopefully, that shouwld not mean the start of
a missile-and-rocket war against lsrael, The
Middle East Is indeed welcoming Donald

Trump in strange ways.

The writer is former corps cammuander of the
Srimagar-based 15 Corps, Views ane personm

What Manipur needs

Attempt to contain violence must be matched by effort to find middle ground

are few confidence-building measures. And
50, the state is sinking into an alyss.
Irvvas on Mary 3,2 023, that ethnic violence
erupted in Manipur between the Meitels, a
majority that lives in the Imphal Valley, and
the Kuki-Zo tribals, who inhabit the sur-
rounding Hills, Sofar, atotal of 258 people are
reported to have lost their lives in the in-
ternecine conflicts and maore than 60,000
people have been displaced. A sinister aspect
of these conflicts is that 386 religious struc-
tures were vandalised by the rioters.
Recently, tensions started building on

that insurger he Northeast |

been contained, that the Maodst rebellion is
o its last begs and that cross- h(ll'[|£‘| termor-
s in JAK has been leptwell within |

ber 11, when 10militants of the Hmar
tribe were reportedly killed inan encounter
with the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

‘What has gone wrong in Manipur? The
Gaowvernment of India is, unfortunately, treat-
ing the situation primarily as a law and order
problem. There was a recrudescence of vio-
lence in the state recenthy, Our response has
been to send 90 additional companies of
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) to the
state and impose the Armed Forces (Special
Pawers) Act (AFSPA) in the jurisdiction of six
poice stations inthe Valley areas, including at
Jiribam. There are, as of date, a total of 288
CAPFcompanies (CRPF-165, BSF- 104, RAF-8,
SSB-6, ITBI-5) assisting the state police. In ad-
dhition, there is the Assam Rifles, which s un-
cher the operational control of the Army, The
state has been saturated with forces,
Howvever, what Manipur needs today isa
Ivealing towsch, Uinfortunately, there is hardly
ary meaningfil political initiative and there

had attacked the CRPF and a nearby reliel
campand allegedly abducted six persons of a
Meited family, three women and three chil-
dren, who were all kdlled. On Novemnber 16,
there were viskent protests in Manipur dur-
ingwhich houses of ministers and MLAs were
attacked for the government’s failure to curb
the escalating violence, The very next day. the
second-largest ally of the BjF-led Manipur
government, the National People’s Party,
withdrew support for it for its failure to re-
store nomsalkey in the state, NP leader and
Meghalaya Chief Minister Canrad Sangma
e:qwssmlu-.tluumsmurII\||1mgnuu.,mM

-]

should no doulbdt be to put down violence,
This shoubd, however, be quickly followed
areven accompanied by an effort to address

and sundry that there would be no compro-
mise an the integrity of Manipur, The unified
command should go hammer and tongs

|In-p|w.1| es, find reCon-

against three groups of people irres pective of

cile the differences, form peace

.mhﬂon-nl levels, and take such political ini-
tiatives which convince the people of the
government's sincerity and inspire eonfi-
dence. There should be, what is called, the
WHAM approach — winning hearts and
rminds, There were perinds of [ullin Manipur
which could have been utilised to initiate a
dialogue between the rival groups and come
to some kind of modus vivendi, The Home
Minister did make some efforts on these
lines in the initdal seages, but there was ne
proper follow-up,

The situation is quite grim and calls
for drastic remedial measures without any
further delay.

Thee Priee Minister should visit Manipur
at the earlbest. The people of Manipur are in
fact wealting for him and any initiative from
his siche is almost certain o be accepted by
the warring factions, He should declare
President's Rule inthe state and semd, as gov-
ermor, adynamic police or ammy officer of in-
tegrity who has experience incounter-insur-
gency, preferably semeone who has served
inthe northeast,

The J(|1ni|\1.~:l|'.‘lli(l1! would need to be

Iwmmrh-lnmm p.u.ml mlmplu]
The Government of to have

1. There are senior offi-
oers wlm Are r.mut'rln-tldlnul saving

forgotten the simplest of lessons in dealing
with the tribal unrest, The primary comcerm

theirsk I ations which
present formid mh-]m.ml-. They will have
s b replaced, It should be made clear to all

the community or tribe they belong to; Those
indulging in or inciting violence; those try-
ing to give a religious codour to the conflict
andl have been responsible for vandalising
temples or churches; and those ivolved in
drug rafficking.

There should be a well-organised at-
tempt to disarm people of the unlicensed
and prohibited bore weapons they may have
acquired from any source, A time limit
should be given and those found holding
such weapons after the expiry of that time
limit should be booked under the National
Security Aot

Peace committees should be formed in
every district comprising representatives of
eviery sectiongrouptribe, There should be a
peace committee at the state level also com-
prising senior leaders of different
sections/groups/tribes,

Much precious time has been lost by the
Centre, However, as Chanakya said: “We
shoulel not fret over the past, nor should we be
anxious about the future, Men of discern-
ment deal only with the present moment,”
The Government of India could still recover
thielost ground and bring back peace and nor-
rmalcy in the state, It is going t bea long haul,
bt it is achievable,

The writer was DGP Assarm and Directar
Ceneral of the Border Security Foree

spapsl.lndlansxpreslmm.. .

lential election in % r and win
it handsomely is no mean achievement, As
il that were not enough, the coalition he
heads — the National People's Power (NPP)
—alsoswept the pardiamentary election in
Movember, securing a thumping two-
thirds majority. The |VE, once considered a
fringe party, has come full circle and a good
part of the credit should go to AKD,

Twvir things about the political ascent of
AKD and NPP are noteworthy, One, his
coalition NPP received tremendous sup-
pont from the Tamils of Sri Lanka, This is
significant since it may represent the com-
ingof age of the Tamil electorate which has
been disillusioned with Tamil political par-
thes, Two, lhﬂw|u|yﬂ“\|¢])a|\(| |\|ﬂn.1l|-

wmwhllm!ldlnlunuu“]w uity, territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty of S Lanka.
Ins return, the Sri Lankan leader can real-
firm that its territory would never be al-
lowved 1o be used in a manner inimical to
Indlia’s security interests. The issue of fish-
ermen from Tamil Nadu straying into Sri
Lankan waters is a perennial problem
which needs mutual understanding.
Infrastructure projects such as the
Kankesanthurai Port and the Trincomalee
0l Tank Farm may be reviewed for
progress. While the north-western and
northeastern flanks of India attract maxi-
mum attention, the southern flank is just
as impaortant, given the huge maritime
stakes that Inlia has in the Indian Ocean.
Sri Lanka is the hnchpin for India’s mar-
itime security within the framework of its
SAGAR [Security and Growth for Al in the
Region) policy.

A Inelia rodls out the red carpet for AKD,
not only is Mew Delhi celebrating Sei
Lanka's remarkable democratic comeback
but also reaffirming India’s neighbour-
hood-first policy. It is ACOUNLEY CANNE
choose its neighbours; it can only choose
Its friendls, Incia is ucky 1o have Sr Lanka as

o is alsoa rejection by ©
torate of the |num|m1m |m|ll ical parties
such as the LINP, 1I1(I the \ll—'l’]’a’\KIJ mlh.ll

both its nefghbour and friend,

The writer u,fmm.-rrudml ambassador o

serae, has o
lllllh'l“-ll\:l-n apein Sni Lanka, That sald, ||'n-
cingg AKD and
.m-anunI||1g.|thl'ulmuL1mn-..wslq,r—
high, s AKD knows b has to deliver and

Framee and cu ly 1h arof
j:rldrdt.fuhrdwmmﬂy He waas joine
secretary (BSM ) and India's deputy high
cammissioner o S Lanka in the late
Nimeties. Views ane personal

TIMELY & AFFORDABLE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Healthcare,
mare responsive’ [ 1E, December 13),
Curexpenditure on health ismuch be-
bow the 3 per cent mark of our GDP,
which s the minimum threshold set by
WHI. In a country with thousands of
diabetes cases and a pressing pollution
crisis, we need robust and affordable
healtheare to address Indian needs, The
Ayushman Bharat program is a
welcome step but five lakh rupees
only goso far when treating major ail-
ments. There is a need to identify
what health concerns are affecting
Indians the most and to make their
treatment accessible, timely, effective
and re utlmllhl alfordable,

Gurnoor Grewal, Chandigarty

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Healthcare,
more responsive’ (I, December 13), On

one side, we have high-technology
multi-specialty medical facililes acces-
sible to elites but on the other side, we

have ramishackle facilities lacking basic
infrastructure and medicines in bath
urban and rural set-ups. A possible way
of acldressing the unequal di

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A RISING STAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Dormmaraju Gukesh'{IE, December 14),
It has been Gukesh Dommarau's year.
The 18-year-old prodigy from Chennai
Tulfilled a chilethood dream by becom-
ing the youngest world champion in
chiess history, Just when adranw seemed
immnent, Ding Lirencommitted a blun-
dler. He was gracious in defeat, marking
the end of the three-week match that
kept fans riveted across the globe, The
surging populaity of chess as a spectator
aport could ignite a new wave of enthu-
siasm, Gukesh's achievement also ce-
ments Incia's growing influence inthe
chessworld What's neeced is more gov-
ermnment and private support io nurture
arobust ecosystem
Khoban Das, Kalketa

UNITED WE STAND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Sacred,
constitutional’ (IE, December 14), The
SC order halting all surveys of religious
places is both welcome and overdue,
For far Imunu, lhr.- p|x||ro of sum-gl-
his-

of medical TESOUIC mwxllhmrl]n- I‘ilh
Finance Commis Tec la-

torical or religious significance has
rlsked ing the cone values of

tions shift ‘ul]]u Hn.1||l1 to the
Concurrent List, which can bring
Universal Health Coverage(UHC ) tothe
ulalo Ilwtll.1L1ngm-lln-Lmlmmmwr

respect and tolerance that define our
nation, Now, the judiciary and lawmak-
ers meed to effectively implement the
!\u and mnu-rl the integrity of pl.1rm

rules and regu- s importance
Latieans for medical r.m]lum ('n.nllm,- of peaple. [tis high time we move away
ulatory chang [luln (Iwmw s and focus on
gations of concerned st and 15! A tioreach
can provide better R&D for health  other's faiths and the preservation of
schemes, infrastructure, and physiclans, — communal harmony,
Valbbuay Goyal, Chandigarh Sanjay Chopra, Mohall
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BRIDGING DIVIDES IN
THE WORKPLACE

This growing divide can hinder teamwaork, erode
trust and undermine organisational effectiveness

SAKSHI SETHI

the advent of the 21st peneration, the division of people into
shanply opposing groups has increasingly infitrated workplaces,
reflecting fhe broader societal divides in pofitics, culture and val-
ues. In professional settings, it is often referned to as polarsation and
can hinder collaboration, damage relationships, and undermine organ-
isational effectiveness. Addressing workplace polarisation requines proac-
five [eadership, open communication, and an emphasis on shared goals.
Polarisation often stems from vanous sources such as divergent per-
sonal values where the employees bring fheir political, culiural and social
identities into the warkplace.
Differences in beliefs particulady on sensifive issues such as gender,
race and political ideologies kead to conflicts. On the odher hand, media
coverage, political campaigns, or social movements heighten tensions
amang employees with differing viewpaints. A lack of open dislogue with-
in teams fosters echo chambers, where employees interact only with
like-rminded individuals, reinforcing biases and misunderstandings. Alsa,
differences in work styles, priorities and values befween generations can
create friction. Younger employees may prioritise social activism, while
older colleagues might value traditional workplace norms.
The impact of this kind of polarisation on organisational heakh and employ-
ee wellbeing can be significant. it can hamper teamwork, as employ-
eas wil become less willing to cooperate with those holding opposing
views which wil stifle innovation and productivity. Disagreerments on per-
sonal or political issues can also lead to distrust amang colleagues, cre-
ating a towic work environment. Employees who feel alienated or mar-
ginalised due to their beliefs may seek opportunities elsewhere, result-

Il

‘ -
ing in talent loss. Workplace conflicts ronted in polarisation can lead fo
stress, bumout and decreased job satistaction.
By i jons that allow empioy

i resp 1o express
their perspectives without fear of judgment; by implementing structured
inititives, such as faciitated discussions or conflict resolution warkshops;
by er isi isati jectives that unite employess and by

highlighting common ground, such as shared valses or team missions,
cn be a few measures that can reduce the focus on divisive issues and
can help bridge divides. Last but not keast that play a crucial role in set-
ting the tone for workplace interactions is that of the leader. There is no
denying that inclusive leaders model respectiul behaviour, encourage
diverse viewpoints, and mediate conflicts effectively. Developing guide-
lings that outline acceptable workplace behaviour, particularly concern-
ing discussions on sensitive topics; making policies that promate mute-
al respect while preserving freedom of expression or faking initiatives
such as team-building exercises, mentorship programs, or cross-gepart-
ment projects can help reduce silos and foster connections betwean
emplayees with differing viewpoints. Undoubledly an organisation’s cul-
fure significantty infunces how polarisation manifests and & addressed.
A culture that values respect, inclusivity, and open-mindedness can mit-
igate the effects of polarization.

Conversaly, a culture that tolerates favouriism or discrimination can exac-
erbate divisions. Leadars must priorise culivating a culbure where employ-
ees fieel valued and heard, regardless of their befiefs or backgrounds.
Workplace polarisation reflects the broader societal divides but has unique
challenges and opportunities within professional setings. While it risks
collaboration, trust, and productivity, it can also catalyse growth if man-
aged effectively. By fostering a culture of respect, promafing open dia-
logue, and efT ising shared goals, isations can navigate polar-
isation and create environments where diverse perspectives thrive.

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPionger | instagram.com/dailypionesr/

Syria’s collapse: Foreign

meddling and economic ruin £

ILANGAMUWA

As allies like Iran pressured Assad for reforms, and Western nations explored conditional
sanctions relief, Syria became a battleground of competing geopolitical manoeuvring

y the end of November, the situ-
ation in !?'ria was  dire.
Government forces were on the
brink of exhaustion, stretched
thin by an economic crisis that spi-
ralled out of control. Soldiers carned a pal-
try 87 a month, with even high-ranking offi-
ces receiving only $40. This was in blunt
contrast to militia fighters funded by exter-
nal powers, who earned up to §2,000
maonthly. This glaring disparity revealed not
just economic fault lines but the extent of for-
cign intervention sustaining these militias.
Meanwhile, protests erupted across Suwayda
province, historically a stronghold of Assad
sut)p t, highlighting widespread famine,
collapsing services, and the devaluation of
the Syrian pound. Discontent wasjrela:shlc.
threatening w upend the regimes fragile
Erasp on power.
Iran, Syrials long-time ally, reportedly pres-
sured Assad to address these challenges.
Tehran’s warnings accentuated the erosion
of public trust and a crumbling cconomy,
urging decisive action. Yet Assad seemed
increasingly aloof, allegedly secking new
alliances with Gulf nations, hoping these rela-
tionships would secure his future.
By December, reports emerged that the
United States and the United Arab Emirates
were considering lifting sanctions on
Assad—but only if he severed ties with Iran
halted arms transfers to Hezbollah. This
diplomatic manoeuvre was a calculated strat-
egy to weaken Assad's regime further. Relief
from Capsar sanctions was an unlikely
prospect given Washington's decade-long
effort to dismantle the Assad family rule. The
attcome was preordained: Assad was isolat-
ed, and the geopolitical chessboard
advanced. The trajectory of Assad's downfall
mirrors a broader patbern in Western foreign
policy. Leaders once celebrated as reform-
ers—from Saddam Hussein to Muammar
Gaddafi—are vilified when their geopoliti-
cal utility wanes. Assad, who was once laud-
ed for ﬁ‘:sl.cling coexistence among Syrias
religious and ethnic groups, became the
West's pariah.
In 2010, Syria was a stable nation, ranked sev-
enthon The New York Times"31 best places
to visit" Assad met with Queen Elizabeth,
hosted Nancy Pelosi, and welcomed Pope

BY DECEMBER, [urkeyan

ONLY IFHE &
SEVERED TIES ‘ot it

HEG'ME FURTHER ' The arms supply

| shart-lived. As geopolitical calcula-
tions shifted, Assad’s regime was
recast as the antithesis of democra-
cy, paving the way for intervention.
The Syrian conflict was never just
a civil war. It was a proxy war fucled
hrl external actors. Crver 100,000
jihadists were funnelled into Syria,
backed by a coalition of nations. The
United States, Israel, Saudi Arabia,
and Qatar allegedh vided finan-
cial and Ic i;?:glimzrt.
’f]md.an facilitated arms
shipments and fighter transport.

REPQRTS | Western media amplified anti-

Assad narratives, while the UK-

EMERGED THAT  backed White Helmets shaped pub-
ic perceptions. Each player pursu

THE UNITED | licperee h player pursicd

its agenda, yet all converged on a

STATES AND THE | singular gﬂalé;_egimetc‘hanyci_ The
UNITED ARAB e dvere. The Unied Staes and
EMIRATES WERE
CONSIDERING _ advancing e Gretr
LIFTING Qatar’s pipeline ambitions clashed
SANCTIONS ON
ASSAD=—BUT ' These dynamics turned Syria into

Isracl sought regional hegemony,
nc‘ulraliﬁinﬁ‘pcrtcivcd threats while
e Cireater Israc] project.

with Assads preference for an

Iranian alternative, further

entrenching divisions.

a battleground for competing inter-

ith devastating consequences
cople.By late 2013, the

influx of foreign fighters intensified.

WITH IRAN AND :;’c_slcn?l_ natimjls_ graBpp]mli wi_li:
HALTED ARMS _ groups in Syra. The UK reporied
TRANSFERS TO E;:‘:&F:jmam ﬁurclhﬁ:h[fcrs.P‘whlflg
France contributed around 1,200,

HEZBOLLAH. THIS Belpitm, the Nebarincs, o
DIPLOMATIC o, However, the gratestconti-

MANQEUVRE WAS butions came from West Asia and

Belgium, the Netherlands, and

Morth Africa, with Tunisia lcadJl'::F
i

A CALCULATED 813,00 Gghiers,fllowed by Sa
STRATEGY TD Rll:lisi;:im":sl\'ﬁncnl, particularly
WEAKEN ASSAD'S from regions like Chechnya, under-

scored the conflicts El.o | reach.

ain further
exacerbated the war. Gulf states like
Qatar and Saudi Arabia allegedly

These arms, transported through

Turkey and Jordan, sustained rebel
factions. European nations, such as
Croatia, indirectly contributed hﬁ
routing surplus weapons throug

Jordan. This complex web of arms

g 5T
tian, left the nation in tatters. Libya,
once Africas wealthiest country,
descended into anarchy following
Gaddafi's overthrow—these inter-
ventions, framed as humanitarian
missions, unleashed chaos, empow-

smuggling emp
groups, further d.cﬁlahi]isin%\.‘i}'ria.
Western hypocrisy was stark.
While denouncing Assad's regime,
the United States supported “mod-
erate rebeels” aligned with Al Qaeda
and 1515, Dedassified documents
revealed this duplicity. In 2012,
Cieneral Michael Flynns memo to
the Pentagon warned that the oppo-
sition included jihadist factions.
Similarly, Hillary Clintons advisor,
Jake Sullivan, acknowledged in an
email that "Al Qaeda is on our side
in Syria” The Wests support for
these groups undercut its claims of
promoting democracy, revealing a
strategy rooted in destabilisation,
Atrocity propaganda became a cen-
tral tood in the anti- Assad narrative.
.‘ilafd chemical attacks, amplified
by the White Helmets, justified nil-
itary intervention,

Western media perpetuated these
fabrications, obscuring the reality on
the ground. Idlib province, under
“rebel” control, became a dystopi-
an preview of Syrigs potential
future: public executions, forced
weiling of women, and sectarian slo-
B]:'I:IS. This grim reality highlighted
the consequences of regime change.
Operation Timber .‘i}'canmrt.r:icc

cring factions and creat-
ing power vacuums, The broader
maotivations behind these actions lie
in geopalitics.
Syrias strategic location, its role as
a buffer between Iran and lsrael, and
its proximity to oil-rich regions
made it a prime target. The Wests
desire to reshape the regions polit-
ical structure has driven decades of
intervention, often with catastroph-
ic consequences. Meanwhile, allies
like Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
despite their human rights abuses,
remain central to Western strategy,
exposing the moral bankruptcy of
interventionist policies. Syria’s
tragedy is a miniature of a global
pattern. The collapse of nations e
Iraq, Libya, and Syria reflects a
broader system where sovereignty
is sacrificed for strategic interests,
Forcign interventions, far from
Ermnmjng democracy or stability,
ave left legacies of destruction, dis-
placement, and despair
The narrative of “humanitarian
intervention” serves as a veneer,
masking the true motives of power
and greed. As the 50th anniversary
of Iran’s 1979 revolution approach-
€5 in 2029, the sla]&.csmhigﬁcnhan
ever, [rans defiince of Western
h

CIAs covert prog exempli-
fied Western duplicity. Billions of
dollars in weapons were funnelled
to extremist factions, prolonging the
war.,

The irony was stark: the West,
claiming to combat terrorism,
empowered the very groups desta-
bilising the region. Syrids devasta-
tion became a witness 1o the
destructive nature of intervention-
ist policies. Syria’ collapse parallels
other Western interventions. Irags
2003 invasion, justified by the false

B ¥ remains a critical factor
in the regions future. The forces
shaping West Asia—lsrac], Turkey,
and Western powers—are poised to
challenge Irars resilience.
Syrids collapse serves as both a
warning and a call to scrutinise the
ethics sal?inl.cwcnﬁnn. The legacy of
these actions is clear: a world
shaped by greed, ambition, and the
devastating cost of unchecked
IWer.
(The writer is a senior journalist
and a policy analyst; views

(The writer fs an educator; views expressed are personal)

John Paul 1L Yet the West's affection was

supplied wcnflcms. supported by

“over 160 military cargo flights.

pretext of weapons of mass destruc-

expressed are personeal)

Can INDIA bloc resolve its leadership disputes and put to rest its internal strife

With Mamata vying for the leadership of the INDIA bloc supported by a number constituents, chances of the bloc succumbing to internal disputes are high

¢ INDIA bloc, a coali-
ion of 26 ideologically
diverse parties, was cre-

ated to counter the BIP' clec-
toral dominance. In the 2024
general elections, the bloc
achieved a significant mile-
stone, reducing the BIFS tally
to below 240 seats, However,
this success has been tempered
by internal discord, which
now threatens the alliance’s
fragile unity.

A keey figure in this unfolding
drama is Mamata Banerjee, the
dynamic leader of the
Trinamool Congress (TMC).
Her aspirations for leadershi
within the coalition have bot
galvanised and fractured its
members. Mamata Banerjecs
National Ambitions Mamata
Banerjecs bid for prominence
within the INDIA bloc stems
from her desire to extend her

I 5 TOMAR
influence beyond West Bengal
and play a decisive role in
shaping national politics, Her
assertive style has invigorated
some allies but has alicnated
others, exposing the persistent
challenge of reconciling
regional ambitions with a uni-
fied national strategy. Earlier,
Banerjee proposed Congress
Presicdent Mallikarjun Kharge
as the blocs chairperson, a
strategic move to diminish

the influence of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, one of
the coalition's key architects.

‘This proposal, supported by
leaders like Akhilesh Yadav
and Arvind Kejriwal, show-
cased Banerjecs ability to con-
solidate support. Howeves, her
growing clout has sparked
unease among other leaders.
For instance, Lalu Prasad
Yadav, a staunch Congress
ally, appears to be rethinking
his loyalties. Such dynamics
highlight the alliances precar-
ious balance and the potential
for further fractures.

Lessons from the Past: UPAZ
‘The INDIA blocs current chal-
lenges echo the struggles faced
by the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA2) during its
tenure. In 2012, Mamata
Banerjecs dramatic exit from
the UPA over policy disagree-

ments underscored the inher-
ent instability of coalition pol-
itics. Scandals and policy paral-
ysis d UPAZ, eroding its
credibility and paving the way
for Narendra Modi's rise.

As Banerjeds ambitions take
center stage, the INDIA bloc
risks repeating history. If it fails
to address its internal contra-
dictions, it could suffer the
same fate as UPAZ, jeopardis-
ing its ability w present a
united front against the BJP.
BIP's Advantage Amid
Oppaosition Discord The BIP
stands to benefit from the
INDIA blocs internal strife.
‘While Banerjee wields consid-
erable influence in West
Bengal, Congress retains a
broader national presence. A
fragmented opposition could
split anti-BIP votes, a sce-
nario that would play into the

saffron party’s hands. Recent
BJP gains in Maharashtra and
Haryana underscore the blocs
challenges, particularly for
Congress, which has struggled

revealing the alliances inabil-
ity to present a united strate-
BY-

Mamata vs Congress:
Mamata Banerjecs leadership
ambitions pose a paradox for
Congress. Her energy and
charisma could revitalise the
bloc, but her assertiveness

compromising its identity. Key
Challenges for the INDIA
Bloc The alliance faces sever-
al hurdles that could determine
its survival:

Leadership Struggles: The
lack of consensus on a prime
ministerial candidate risks

Unified C

risks hadowing
Congresss central role. This
tension is particularly pro-
nounced in states like West
Bengal and Kerala, where
Congress directly competes
with the TMC and the Left.
Seat-sharl 3ath

to maintain d cinkey
states. Seat-sharing disputes
within the bloc further illus-
trate its lack of strategic coher-
ence.

For instance, the Aam Aadmi
Party’s unilateral candidate
announcements in Delhi and
Haryana have fueled tensions,

5 g neg in
overlapping constituencies
could exacerbate divisions,
straining the alliance further.
For Congress, retaining rele-
vance within the INDIA bloc
will require a delicate balanc-
i accommadating
influence without

deepening divisions.

A focus on governance, eco-
nomic policies, and social jus-
tice can resonate with voters
more effectively than person-
al rivalries,

Effective Coordination:
Mechanisms for conflict reso-
lution and decision-makin
must be strengthened.
Balancing Regional and
National Goals: Respecting
regional aspirations while pur-
suing a cohesive national agen-
da is critical.

A Test of Political Maturity:

Mamata Banerjee’s ambitions
underscore her political acu-
men and the complexities of
coalition politics. While her
leadership could energise the
INDIA bloc, it also risks deep-
ening divisions. Navigatin,
this intricate web of region,
and national aspirations will
test the blocs p:ﬁ:ical maturi-
ty.
'l:r'lhc upcoming state elections
and the 2029 general elections
will be piw:ta?in determining
whether the INDIA bloc can
overcome its internal strife
and emerge as a credible alter-
native to the BIE Resolving
leadership disputes, crafting a
compelling narrative, and pre-
senting a unified front are crit-
ical to its success.
(The writer is a policy amalyst
based in Shimla; views are
personal)
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Modi’s mantra

PM Modi’s resolutions give roadmap for progress but its res

ition

requires collaborative efforts from the government and civil society

Narendra Modi articulated 11 resolutions to guide India's future development.

D uring the Constitution debate in the Lok Sabha on Dacember 13, Prime Minister

These resolutions, inspired by the spirit of the Constitution, aim to address crit-
ical aspects of governance, societal values and national development. PM Modi empha-
sised the need for citizens and government officials to uphold their duties. This aligns
with the Constitution's emphasis on Fundamental Duties, but its iImplementation requires
widespraad public awareness and institutional accountability. The Prime Minister reaf-
firmed the govarnment's commitment to inclusive development through his vision
of "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas." While significant progress has been made in sec-
tors like infrastructure and digital access, challenges like regional disparities and social
inequality persist. Addressing these requires targeted policy interventions and effi-
clent resource allocation. Corruption, which undermings public trust and economic

[ ongoing

efficiency, was also highlighted by PM Modi, who
called for sociatal rejection of corruption. His stance

like digital trans-

parency and anti-corruption legislation. However,
robust enforcament mechanisms and judicial effi-
clency are essential for achieving this goal. Fostering
respect for laws and traditions was another eritical
resolution aimed at strengthening social cohesion,
This requires not only stricter enforcement of laws
but also cultural campaigns fo educate citizens about
the value of India's legal and cultural heritage.

I a similar vein, PM Modi's call to instill pride in
India’s heritage seeks to dismantle colonial-era mind-

sets. This involves promoting indigenous knowledge systems, decolonising educa-
tion curricula and celebrating India's achievements globally. Modi also stressed the
importance of respecting the Constitution and avoiding its exploitation for political
gains, This undarscores the need for political integrity and constructive discourse
In legislative processes. Another pivolal resolution was the preservation of reserva-
tions without introducing religion-based quotas. PM Modi's emphasised the impor-
tance of maintaining the status quo while opposing religion-based reservations.
Balancing social justice with meritocracy remains a contentious issue, necessitat
Ing careful policy considerations to address evolving societal needs. The mantra of
“development of the country through the development of states™ underscores the
importance of cooperative federalism. Strengthening state capacities and ansuring
equitable resource distribution are critical for this resolution's success, The feasi-
bility of these resolutions hinges on several factors such as upholding duties and
require active citizen engagement, Effective implamentation of these resolutions large-
ly depends on robust institutions and governance mechanisms and efficient use of
resources by the government itself along with a civil society which is alert and aware.
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A forgotten crisis

amid global turmoil

2

SUDHIF HINDWAN

In a world dominated by geopolitical rivalries, economic uncertainties and
environmental degradatlon food security concerns are relegated to background

arld  politics
today faces a
my of chal-

lenges, includ-

ing cyber fraud,
widespread corruption, trans-
national terrorism. and the relent-
less use of weapons of mass
destruction in regional conflicts
such as the West Asian crises and
the ongoing Ukraine-Russia war,
These Issues are compounded by
a refugee crisis of enormous pro-
portions, environmental degrada-
tion, and the growing frequency
of natural disasters, Among these
pressing concerns, food security
e a critical yet oflen over-
looked challenge that affects
nations worldwide,
Food security, as defined by the
Food and  Ageleulture
Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations at the 1996 Rome World
Food Summit, exists when “all
people, at all times, have physic
and economic access o sufficient,
safe, and nutritious food that
meets thelr dietary needs and
foodd prefe for an active ancd
healthy life" This definition
underscores the importance of
not only physical availabilivy bur
alsor economic access o food,
emphasising both quantity and
nutritional quality.
According 1o the FAOK Food
Insecurity Scale, over half of the
population in low-income coun-
tries lives under food-insecure
conditions, with about ane-third
facing severe crises. {‘M,I:F{

approximately 789 million peo

lack adequate food, and this
number rises to an alarming 2.4
billion when micronuteient defi-
ciencies are considered. Food
security issues can be categorised
into twi broad areas: quantity and
quality. These challenges encom-
pass tive key dimensions: food
avail i
slve access, tion,
and stability. Price volatility, par-
ticularly in KM-lnth countrics,
exacerbates food insecurity as
maost people kack the resources 1o
access nutrient-rich food,
Recognising the severity of glob-
al food insecurity, the United
Mations included food security
among its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in
the 2015 2030 Agenda. The sec-
ond SDG alms (o "end hunger,
achieve food security and

improved nutrition, and pro-
mote sustainable agriculture.”
Complementary goals, suc
SDG 6 ("Ensure availab
and sustainable manages
of water and sanitation for all™)y
and SIG 12 ("Ensure sustain-

able u'\nxllnlr‘ll wn aned produc-

tion patterns ), further empha-
size the need for sustainable
practices in achieving food
security. Governments waorld-
wide have b irged to align
their food and agriculture
policies with these goals 10
ensure their populations
recelve adequate, nutritious
food in a sustainable manner,
Food insecurity leads to
numerous problems at both
household and societal levels,
Haousehold food insecurity,
for instance, has been linked o
suboptimal sleep patterns and
reduced immunity against dis-
enses,

To address these issues, the
United Nations reaffirmed its
commitment to sale and nutr-
tous food access during the
2012 UN Conference on
Sustainable Developme
commitment was encapsulat-
ed in the 'Future \-\h Want'
document. T
also sow the launch
Hunger Chall
then-UN Sec
Fan Ki-maoon, almil
irsate huny
gobally b

toelim-

o aned malnutrition
y 2030, A corner-

ﬂmu of 1]:.. LHC s the goal 1o

all fewsd wysterns sustain-
wwompassing clean

ACCORDING TO THE
FAQ'S FOOD
INSECURITY SCALE,
OVER HALF OF THE
POPULATION IN
LOW-INCOME
COUNTRIES LIVES
UNDER FOOD-
INSECURE
CONDITIONS, WITH
ABOUT ONE-THIRD
FAGING SEVERE
CRISES

water, sustainable energy,
responsible food consump-
tion and production, and cli
mate action—achievable
through national policies and
International cooperation. The
1947 Beundtland Report, titled
Orur Common Future, defined
sustalnable development as
“development that meets the
needs of the present without
sing the abiliy
;l.tmr.llum\ lo

s n
building hmd xunrlly by
establishing agricultural nsti-
tutions such as the Indian
Agriculural Research Institute
under the guidance of the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR).
Advancements in genetic engi-
neering and bistechnology
hold promise for addressing
agricultural  challenges,
improving food quality, and
increasing global food avail-
JI\[IHF Howeves, concerms per-
sist about blosafety risks posed
by genetically modified o

lsms {GMOs), Proper han-
dling, transter, and disposal of
these organisms, as recom-
mended by global instinstions
lilee the World Bank, are crit-
lcal to ensuring
The world is currently mired
in geopolitical rivalries, with
nations priositising dominance
ver :ld\ﬁrming pressing lssucs
such as hunger, poverty, envi-
ronmental degradation and

ulwmﬁ)]wmcnl.
Biotechnology, if hamessed
effectively, can address these

tunities for produc
quality food, recucing pollu-
Vi, generating jobs, and fos-
tering economic growth, This,
In turn, could promate Inter-
national cooperation and
reduce global tensions, paving
the way for peace, Investments
in research and development
can yield innovative solutions
1o hunger, malnutrition and
food adulteration, transform-

ing I\mn\hnnlngy into a force
for global good.

However, two major apprehen-
sions regarding blotechnology
persist, First, it may deepen the
divide between developed and
developing nations, Second,
globalisation could threaten
the survival of indigenous
food industries, Despite these
concerns, the potential bene-
fits of biotechnology in tr:
forming ghobal food and e
oy systems into a philanthre
le movement cannot be o
looked. Food security in
tives must rise above geopolit-
ical rivalries, embracing inclu-

in, with its emphasis
uisive diplomacy, has the
potential to play a pivetal role
In this endeavor.
(The author, a recipient of the
Hharat Gavray Award, iz a
professor, HOD, and an
expert on strategic affairs.
Wiews exprissed are personal)

Beyond the screen: The hidden
truths of our social media lives —a¥am

ASHA IYER KUMAR

Social media is a tool to make life more connected and interesting, it is
not a measure to judge worth and success of family and friends

ver since social media

sneaked into our lives,

we have made it a shelf
o display our lives' wares, We
paint our digital walls with
milestones, memaries, smiles,
and sorrows. Its a vibrant col-
lage of lifes varied hues, yet
what we post Is often a curat-
ed version of reality, The
smiles are brighter, the love is
deeper, the vacations are
grander, and the hearthreaks
are more dran But
behind this veneer of filiered
perfection, the raw and unfil-
tered truth often lurks quiet-
ly, hidden from the worlds
gaze.
For o manth, [ posted pictures
from my holiday—pristine
landscapes, cheerful meals,
and stylish getups—giving
pression that 1 was the
st and luckiest person
on carth, From the outside, it
lvoked like life was a seamless
tapestry of joy and content-
ment, But behind each post
wias @ personal battle being
waged in silence, While my
timeline radiated unbridled
Joy, [ was working on myself
o remedy 4 tough health
challenge. Why did [ choose
(] |¥1!lﬁ1:l|1py pictures when
my reality was tumuliuous?
Was 1 pretending? Was |

secking validation? No, | was
trying 1o reassure mys,c]l, 1
was reminding mysell that
h;lppinuu_ exists, that
moments of beauty and joy
still punctuate my life, Those
posts were not deceit; they
were lilelines. Glimpses of joy
that I clung to as | navigated
the storm within, And in
sharing those moments, |
was also hoping w pass on
slivers of hope 1o others who
might Iu i‘gll g unseen bat-
1 the duality of

fears in dhuum The grand
cele

ations could be cloaked
in anxiety. The tears shed
publicly may be crafted for
effect, What appears authen-
tle can be artifice; what looks
carelree can be layered with
burdens, This is wh

should not judge others based
on what we see on their pro-
files. Why do people dis-
guise their struggles and pre-

tures? It not
necessarily deceit or a desire
to mislead others,

Sometimes, its a way of keep-
ing hope alive, When lifes
challenges weigh heavily, pro-
{u‘linu I";"IT‘ ness can feel
ke a self-fulfilling prophecy.
By sharing joy, even when it
feels out of reach, we try 1o
manifest it, We tell ourselves
that happiness is not an illu-
son—Iit's around the corner
andd within our grasp, We also
dav it for others, Social media
can be a dark and over-
whelr place filled with
negativ comparison, and
distressing news. By shiuin{
maments of beauty, love and
humaour, we offer small doses
of positivity 1o those who
might need them. But here-
in lies the trap, When we view
others' lives through the
glossy lens of social media, we
rigk falling into the pit of com-
parison. We measure our
awn lives agalnst the seem-
ingly perfect lives of athers
and wonder where we went
WOy
We feel envious, resentiul, or
Inadequate, But this com-
parison s unfair—because
It's based on incomplete infor-
mation, What you see on
soclal media is a highlight

sent happ

reel, not a documentary. To
compare your behind-the-
scenes reality oo someone
clses carefully chosen high-
lights Is to set yoursell up for
needless suffering, 5o II’mw
should we app: cial
media with ¢[1m y and
nesa? First, partake in u1|lt‘|'i
happiness without envy,
@ 0']|“‘illt' their joys as you
wonald want them to celebrate
yours,
Let their happiness be a
reminder that good things are
possible, even if they havent
yet arrived in your life,
Second, lend *lll‘ll‘"l'l in dif-
ficult times without judg-
ment. If someone shares thelr
struggles, resist the urge 10
undermine or dismis |T\tk‘ll
Behind their words could be
a pain far deeper than what

they've expressed. Offer

empathy, not assumptions,

Be the steady presence that

reminds them they're not

alone, Finally, take social

muLqu what it is—a ool to
e .

sionally more I'lilln.
measure of worth, success, or
happiness
(The author is a columpist
and writing coach based in
Dhbal. Views are personal)
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SC says no survey of worship places

ONE NATION ONE ELECTION
Madam — It will be the most precious
gift to the nation amidst political .m.anl:ju
and election extravaganza, The people will
be stupendously relieved by single elec-
tons for multiple reasons. The Model
Code of Conduct stalls tl‘vulnpnwm
projects and decision-making of the gov-
ernments, The alleged sale of party tick-
els, defections by politiclans, experi-
mcnling with the disruptive ;lgcmlas.
nodsy debates on TV channels, spodling
harmany in the country, poll violence, for-
the game of opinion and
redibility, betting on elec-
tions, saving billlons of rupees for the gov
ernment on election machinery ln;Tu\l
ing deployment stafl and police forces,
huge resource mabilisation by the polit-
ical parties, and people’s contribution for
multiple elections, etc,, are ¢
quote in favour of one nation, one elec-
tion. The former President, Ram Nath
Kovinds recommendation of holding
municipal elections along with the 1..{
Sabha and State Assembly elections
should also be considered by the Union
Government in the next phase,
1 smiplated by the gov-
andidates wlmﬁ(:\w
ections in parliamentary or Assembly
elections iu\i are rejected by the people
should not get entry in the Rajya Sabha
and legislative councils where only elect-
ed representatives are allowed o vate, In
[.u'l the stat emblies don't need leg-
ative councils, The number of Lok
\.lhh.mml state assembly seats should be
optimally increased so that there is wider
.md appropriate representation of people.
ere should be & dedicated cadre of the
Civil Services for elections, It will facili-
ate t Iu |,|ml|mu|'y of updating electoral
i n reforms
q cata bank
archive on elections, training,
jon, dedicated teamwork to con-
test election-related litigation, and work
on a constitutional framework for elec-
tions-related Issues,

Vinod Johel | Delhi

as

warship, the Suprerme Courts recent

arder bars all courts nationwide
from mgl:lwrl.u? fresh suits or issuing any
interim or final arders, including those
permitting surveys in ongoing cases
concerning existing structures, until the
validity of tlfn Flaces of Warship Act 1991
isdecided, 5C% order means that in pend-
ing suits such as thase pertaining to Lhc
Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi mos
and Krishna Janmabhoomi-Idgah Is

REFORMING INDIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM
Madam— The Indian judicial system has
long struggled with the issue of delayed
justice, raising concer s about its credi-
bility and effectiveness. e
“delayed justice is equivalent to injustice”
mg\lmslw\ the importance of timely
and accessible justice. The backlog of
cases, complex procedures, and delays in
decision-making have caused significant
mental, social, and maoral harm 1o victims
arge. Currently, around 44
million cases are pending in district
courts, 6.1 million inlhigh courts, and over
H2,000 in the Supreme Court,
This backlog has led to questions about
the system’s efficiency, impacting not just
the legal system but also the democratic
l’.nhm of the country. The Nirbhaya case
thhghls the detrimental effects of
1}uljm|lu eroding public trust in the
x}'alvm dress these issues, the
wral government has introduced judicial
reforms, including three new criminal
laws aimed at improving timeliness,
transparency, and t|[ltlt‘l!t{ Chese
reforms introduce fixed time limits for

By halting the surveys of places of

}sutvﬂ , courts cannot pass any effective or
inal orders, The order is timely and a wel-
come move, The 1991 Act was enacted
w0 prevent conflicts that may arise from
disputes with historical ties and to pro-
tect the equality of faiths, a constitution-
al value,
The Act also prohibits converting a
place of worship to a different denomi-
nation or section and mandates that his-
rory and its wrongs should not be used
to oppress the present and future, But
recently many petitioners have
uppnmcﬁcd lower courts as well as the
Supreme Court against the 1991 Act,
alleging that the law has created an arbi-
wrary and irrational retrospective cut-off
date of August 15, 1947, for maintaining
the character of the places of worsh|

P Victor Selvara) | Thrunelveli

resolving cases and create a framework for
expediting the disposal of long-pending
cases, offering reliefvo victims and ensur-
ing justice,

R K Jain | Barwani

GUKESH DEFEATS DING LIREN
Madam — Carrying on chess dominance,
hitting Gukesh displayed a high level and
proved that he is not second in the FIDE
Weorld Champlonship 2024 in style,
Indias D Gukesh achieved the landmark
in a crucial game and in a cliffhanger
nmer, be itleholder China's Ding

iren in the Fdth and last game of the
FIDE World Chess Championship 2024
in a clinical way,
Indias D Gukesh masters moves and
makes them in a caleulative way. He
played o a Ip].m 1o eat humble ple, The
1B-year-old had Gukesh play a great game
of chess, Three cheers for golden boy
Ciukesh,

C K Subramaniam | Mumibal

your feedback lo:
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Constitution debate shows
up deep political acrimony

he Lok Sabha's special discussion on 75 years of the Constitution,
‘proposed by the Opposition and agreed to by the ruling front, was
expected to be an oceasion for a quiet reflection and assessment of
the functioning of the ideas contained in the document, a balanced
atternpt to identify its !hnrmm‘g:;g! and the formation of a general con-
sensus on the way forward it was seen as an uglznmlmty by both
the sides to engage in a competition of vilifying each ot
Prime Minister Narendra Modi cannot be faulted for reminding th
House and the peog‘l.: of the country of the horrors of Emergency; it's t.he
legitimate right of the leader of a party whose earlier avatar had ughl the
worst government move against democracy to recall these experiences
and the impact it on the nation's polity. He was only stating the obvi-
CHI! when he said that the Constitution was torn apart as it was comp]etmg
vears with the declaration of Emergency. It is also true that “all consti-
tut ional rights were snatched and the country turned into a jail All the
rights of the citizens were snatched and there was a clampdown on media".
Howewer, the Prime Minister who showed no mercy to the Congress for
ita failures and wraongdoings did not have the grace to acknowle all the
good that his adversary is responsible for. A
Mr Gandhi, too, was

mention of how the 138-year-old &gnr steered
remiss in not owning the rocking boat of democracy by developing its
up to the most

institutions and staying the course despite sev-

eral other nations having droj I:he way-
brazen attack on the 4. come of the semin mfﬂe?;‘: CDI\!I“I’J—

Constitution  tions contained, including democracy and secu
larism, would have made his criticism all the
maore credible. The ;euge in those countries
have paid a heavy price for the waywardness of
their leaders but Indians still have the nerve
and wherewithal to fight back: and there are
show its regret and institutions and processes that make sure that
he failed to selze it their struggles are successful.

One of i rgea Mr Modi and the govern-
ment that he leads face is the undermining of those very same institutions.
Leader of the O) ition Rahul Gandhi put it succinetly when he said that
the articles of the Constitution have Ensbllnﬁjpmwslnus for growth and
development but “the BJP-led 1t follows the trends of
the Manusmriti to undermine them". But Mr Gandhi, too, was remiss in
mot nw'nmg up to the most brazen attack on the Constitution authored by
his pa It was an Dﬁpnmme moment for the Congress to show its regret
and he failed to seize 7 surrendering the moral high ground.

Mo one has a doubt that the Constitution is a sacred book and everyone
has to follow it in letter and gglrlt But when it comes to the interpretation
of the spirit, they have fal the Constitution and the people to such &
great extent that the a!sursncve! summarised in the Preamble are yet tD
materialise. It may be wishful thinking but those who were authorised

the peaple to get the job done must stop pa%r; lip service to their duties.
Is an honest introspection too much to ask

State guidelines must for crowds

he arrest of Telugu film actor Allu Arjun for the death of 8 woman —

I caused due to asphyxiation during a benefit show for the newly-
released movie Pushpa 2 The Rule — highlights the need for framing
rules to manage mega-events involving huge crowds. While the death of
the woman and the near-death scenario of her nine-year-old son are unfor-
tunate, the tragedy calls for a dispassionate analysis te pinpoint its causes.

Three entities emerge — Sandl Theatre which organised the show, the
police who were responsible for law and order and Allu Arjun who pulled
n crowds.,

In Sushil Ansal vs Central Burean of Investigation following the 1
Cinema fire, the Supreme Court referred to Section 12 of the
Cinematograph Act, 1952, which regulates exhibition of films, to talk about
me re! sibility of the theatre to take adeguate precautions for the safe-
1} se attending exhibitions memin It was, therefore, Sandhya

heau*e s responsibility to make necessary srrangements for crowd man-
apgement as the accident happened inside the theatre, instead of washing
|ls hands of that job by merely informing the police d.epertmem about the

B\ll the owverall responsibility to maintain law and order lay with the
police department. As there were three benefit shows in close proximity,
the police should have made a proper law and order assessment. If the
crowd was bigger than anticipated, they should have called in reinforee-
ments, Had there been a stampede in the area which had around 3,000 peo-
ple, it could have led to many more casualties. That, thankfully, did not

oeeur.
According to government officials, Aaun precipitated the crisis by wav-
ing to the crowd while entering the theatre. It is acce accepted practice for
actors to greet their fans and he, too, followed that tradition without real-
ising the gravity of the situation. Nevertheless, actors, ton, shonld behave
responsibly rather than stoking mass hysteria with their actions.
As fixing responsibility on anyone is difficult, it is high time the state
vernment frames clear guidelines for ory lsers who host major events
r crowd management and the security of atte
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As Fadnavis’ star rises,
he be the BJP’s next Yogi?

| Sunil Gatade

here are
ironies galore,
and more so in
polities. It took
the BJP nearly
12 days to
Devendra Fadnavis as
the chief minister of
Maharashtra. This
despite  his  proclama-
tions that he was a “mod-
ern-day  Abhimanyu"
and knows how to break
the maze, unlike the son
of the legendary Arjuna.
The irony is that the
Eil[’. wilg :131“ seats in ig
ity and the support
E’lwy Independents, had
almost got a majority in
the 28H-member
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly, & record for
the saffron party, and
still the election of the
new chief minister was
delayed.

AR pmmls.eﬂ Mr
Fadnavis had broken the
maze to become the ris-
ing star of the Sangh
Parivar.

Like in the case of Yogi
Adityanath, it could be
that the RSS had put its
foot down to finally clear
for Mr Fadnavis.
Like Uttar Pradesh
CM, Mr Fadnavis has
shown that he is a leader
in his own right. He is
unguestionably a find of
Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi, to whom
he is grateful for the

rience thus far.

‘hat sent the alarm
bells ringing in the BJP
high command is that
everybody who is any-
body in the NDA was pre-
sent  to  grest  Mr
Fadnavis, as well as the
top guns of Bollywood
and the business world.
It was an indicator that
he had finally arrived.
The chief minister of the
wealthiest state was once
described as akin to the

uty PM by the late
ER T!m.nckeray BOIIHE
Mumhel is me ECONOMm-
ic capital, and its control
is vital for amy ruling

Ttrlne' victory brought by

Mr Fadnavis was more
prominent, as  the
Maharashtra polls this
time were basically a
“local" affair in which
the Prime Minister as
well as home minister
Amit Shah, the star cam-
paigners, took a back

aeat.

Whether anyone likes
it or not, Mr Fadnavis
has landed himself
among the "number two"
leaders of the BJP, like
Amit Shah, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Y
Adityanath,  thereb,
sending the signal that
other things were pre-
ferred, the hardcore RSS
man could be destined
for bigger things.

Of all these rising lead-
ers, Mr Fadnavis does
shine. Despite being a
hardeore RSS loyalist, he
projects himself s com-
fortahle with the glob-
alised world. Gentle but
firm and with good man-
ners and etiquette, he isa
picture  of  perfect
patience. But some say
that compared with
Mitin Gadkari, who had
once mentored him, he is
11.?1 that r\el!,:k‘li. .

t goes without sayi
tlmtgge strength of ﬁ%
Fadnavis lies in that he
is not counted among the
several faceless chied
ministers of the BJF who
are there because of
being the “yes men” of
the high command.

Ironically, among the
first leaders who compli-
mented him after becom-
ing the BJP legislature
party leader was Vinod
Tawde, a BJP national
general secratary, who
was eyeing his post. The
talk ia that Mr Tawde,
who had failed to get
renomination in the last
Assamhbly lls, was

BB B kiershin 1o

cut Mr F‘sd.naw! 1o size.
Durh'JE run-up to the
polls, Mr Tawde had sug-
sted that there could
B SOmenne el the
chief minister this time
and not Mr Fadnavis.

oly on violence. He mledmemmraunnsolﬁl
Jazeera correspondents, whose visual

Mr Fadnavis has land-
ed himself among the
‘number two’ leaders
of the BJP, like Amit
Shah, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Yogi
Adityanath, sending
the signal that if other
things were preferred,
he could be destined
for bigger things

Those in the BIP who

have croased the path of

Mr Fadnavis have suf-
fered the worst. Eknath
Khadse, who was the
BJP boss in Maharashtra
before the rise of Mr
Fadnavis, is now forced
to be back in Sharad
Pawar's NCP despite
reports suggesting that
J.g. .\]aﬂdxgﬁd ngﬁbred
him a bouguet a few
months hack. that might
signal his return.
Pankaja Munde has
been forced to turn from
being a detractor toa loy-
alist of Mr Fadnavis for
her political survival.
But the path ahead is
not all m!; First and
Fion he would have
to bring "stahi ity to the
government at a time
when deputy chief minis-
ter Eknath Shinde, his
boss till yesterday, does
not look at all satisfied.
The challenges are
galore for Mr Fadnavis,
especially over the next
year, for him to settle
down. With great wicto-
ries come great responsi
hilities mﬁ‘mmmm
— to deliver, and deliver

early.

The next year will also
be erucial for Mr
Fadnavis amidst consis-
tent claims and allega-
tci'.ocns by the h':atle::g

pposition  that
Assembly alection

results were “shocki
licabl

is that the BJP in
Maharashira will not be

the same again after the
A )

re-emergence a8 chi
minister of Mr Fadnavis,
who feels that he has
heen  granted  carte
blanche to run the state,
unlike most BJP leaders
in  the states. Mr
Fadnavis may not have a
smmg Opposition in the
legislature, but the two
allies, incidentally head-
ed by two Marathas, now
his  deputies in the
Cabinet, delJ strive hard
0 expand t own par-
ties — the Shiv Sena l:|a||n:l
the NCP respectively —
with the help of :

On the other hand, the
BJP high command is
aware that
day Abhimanyu is ir-
ing to he lheArjun of the
Mahabharata at a time
w:hen murmurs about

Minister
\larendra Modi's possl
ble successor have by
in political circles
he secured a record thind
tETm.

Therefore, Mr
Fadnavis has to tackle
his own bosses in the
party on the one hand, as
well as Eknath Shinde
and Ajit Pawar on the
other, and do both deli-
cately and skilfully. That
is because he lacks a
caste support hase and
does not have a vote
?\E,dnk ?\’?\‘:h Yc‘lf;

ityanath haa, not on
Justmusr Pradesh but
in the Hindi heartland as
awhole, being a Thakur.

Obviously, Mr
Fadnavis has to tread
cautiously because of the
hidden rivals in his own
party. Therefore, every
election in Maharashira
will test his leadership,
and that will decide his
!I:sbtlit}' and longevity in

pn
is mot an

and i an
senior leaders, including
Sharad Pawar, are
expected to move heaven
and earth to get at the
truth.

Time is also of the
essance for Mr Fadnavis
to prove that his vie
was not a flash inmug
pan. Sooner than later,
there will be several

body  elections,
|nclu.d.lug to the munici-
pal corporations, which
will show who stands
where and how the

re@:!ir&fﬁ“m secular/democratic  and

nrﬂinun' state. It took 100
long years for the BJP to
stabilise in the state after
the emergence of Mr
Modi on the national
stage. The BJIFs victory
i ietahsmshu'a was no
less  than “operation
blitzkrieg”. Mr
Fadnavis' road to a big-
ger national role depen
how well he tackles
arashira.

The writer is & journal-
ist based in New Delhi

grab might not be
The leader of

LETTERS

BIDEN BEHIND IT!

The US state department's
2023 terrorism report,
while acknowledging ter-
rorist activities in Jammu &
Kashmir, did not explicitly
mention Pakistan’s involve-
ment in cross-border ter-
rorism in that region. The
report highlighted the
presence of various terror-
Ist groups active in India,
including in Jammu &
Kashmir, and praised Ind-
ia's counterterrorism ef-
forts. However, it was silent
on Pakistan’s role. This
omission has led to criti-
cism from some experts
who perceive this as indi-
cative of US double stan-
dards. Pakistan's efforts in
counter-terrorism financing
were noted in the report,
alongside the fact that the
country faced an increase
in terrorist attacks in 2023
rleet Kumar
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

NOBODY'S CHILD

EXCEPT FOR the salaried middle class,
thls ﬁ!mmem has something for

y. Free rations for the poor,
mudn loans, subsidised housing, free
pas eylinders and now farm koans with-
out eollateral up to 22 lakhs. Corporate
taxes ave down :;ni lakhs of m! af
loanes t ates forgiven.
While the mhtuhry ?g; for a vehicle

picked up and
ated for an unpaid housing loan, nothing
happens to them. It is time the salaried
lass wakes up to the injustices heaped on
them and stops being influenced by
‘appeaks to religion.

Henrigques
Mumbai

WHAT A ‘HEADACHE’

‘THE INDIAN cricket team is_currently
toaring Australia for a Test series. Indian
bowlers, known far their immense poten-
tial and confidence, often find it easy to
take wickets against most teams.
However, u]mnncumshu;\mhn.ﬂn
situation changes, especially against
‘Travis Head. H!nﬂ has mﬂ!lsnenﬂyheen
a tham in the side of Indian
proving to be a blockbuster perfn(mzr
with his attacking style and remarkable
ahility to scove big, particularly against
Indiz across all formats.
Md Taukir Rahmani
Mammbai
F500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Amarjeet Kumar
. (Dec. 15). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

Mahir Ali

Whither Syria?
Euphoria at fall
of Assad might

be premature

Damascus. The mc:redib]y sw'LR demise of
the Assad regime ap,
1sheﬂ mryune 1r|r:]ud|.ng me rE'teI h:mte that
The

|nnut relief and joy ncmaamncl\ofs
v & surprise, even though it Ixnempened
w‘]lh understandable anxiety about what might

follow. After all, the

ﬂ'nm 'Puninin I.ihyaand
Basllnr a]Aaaad was the odd one out when
the winds of change ushered in the so-called

Arab Sprlng ofzn‘ll and longstanding domi-
noes tumbled. Asa pupu]ar uprising rattled the
re@me P

precedents —
o Yemen and

ofan.nckx on government forees, and ularmeﬂ

nsurgents entering Syria from Lebanon, was
rgiecnedby their employer.

after all, was among the Arab brothers

hacking jihadist rebel factions in what had
turned into Syria’s civil war, alongside the
Saudis Turkiye had its own favourites, and

as particularly keen to contain Kurdish mili-
tins The US and its European appendages
detested Assad, but saw the Islamic State (15) as
a bigger threat. So did Russia, but nnllkelhe
US, it also considered Assad a useful idiot
the Middle East and helped to !usml.n Iun
r|e‘§'].me through '",.,.“.f] including the
tl

a deadly state it

I.rxmpn:wedm]:enmm-

was assumed he would share the fate of Ben
Ali, Hosni Mubarak, Muammar @adhafi or
Saddam Hussein.

foreign corresponde:
E‘;Ihntlhe

F]xk never hesitated to describe in
dedail the ruthless excesses of the Baathist
me, oftern ing ters ar

v civilians, also had the temerity to
puln.t out that the state did not enjoy a monop-

er crucial ally, mainly through Hezbollah,
which was keen to maintain the arms aupp]y
lines from Tehran via Irag. That, in turn, gave
Israel an excuse to pummel 5

There was barely am ur urprise
when Bashar succeede X d’hlﬂdﬂﬂinmanlm

grand pooh-bah when Hafez al-Assad died after
nearly 40 years in power. The West a
ial pawn in a UK-trained opl -

gist who hinted at a reformist vision and
released a few political prisoners. But soon
enough, he reverted to the family playbook in

nt. and eventually overtook even
his father's nasty reputation for malicious

emz!sesngain!tpemedved opponents and their
Mwo{&mprhnmu-s emerging from prison

tes in the past few days hadn't seen their
gm.ﬂ even decades. Some of them

ancestrally closaly

Qapda and a direct
Front), hitherto -
Jolani, with a $10 million price on his head, has
reinvented himself as Ahmed al-Sharaa, and is
teingpm‘adedun\'iestemmediswﬂﬂsma

ies for
had survived the
facilities of which the US

torture chambers —
made full use during its "warunnen'gl".zixt x
n

mmhisa]lerglentn

%%riu .3 A.I.n'wne C'hrlat and Druze de
e Kurds WEEIEﬂ by 'Purkjye mighl l:e lass
of his uncertifi

same time, some
Bush administration salivated at the prospect
of a road to Damascus via and
Tehran.
empted further seale misadventures in
the Middle East, but the realisation that the
reglonwumﬂhebesluﬂ’wlﬂmt Eurc-US inter-
farence is yet to da

Joe Biden has L‘].BICI'IEﬂ credit for Assad's
departure for Moscow, as has amin
e u, even as budl the US snd

vE

me r&merﬁaﬁ al—.Tolnni is des-

1 a rol L w‘ﬂ‘l 18

month transition, during whic&

cally and ethnically diverse palchwork uf

Assad opponents is expected to morph into a

coherent government.
HTS's terrorist desiymtinn might quickly

disappear, but there are m: nﬂr

backed by ﬂl—i.nhenr.lnned nei

distant

bours ng:unﬁ

Iy, IS stmnghn]dx snﬂ Il|e Sydsn army’s
weapons arsenals, Or E'E{ v. lsrael has
alsupuuncednnthenpmtlm tooverrun the
year-old buffer zone herween the
lfarnd illegally annexed) Gnl.an Heights snd
territory. This “temporary™ land

ten, and an inclusive, plmnll.qmemnu'al.in anti-
tyh!ntheshnnlerrn might reguire a second
miracle.

— By arrangement with Dawn
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Does POSH Act apply to political parties? Here’s what to know

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
& DAMININATH
NEW DELHL DECEMEER 15

THE SUPREME Court last week heard a PIL

ical parties “the presence of Internal
Complaints Committees (ICCs] to address
sexual harassment is inconsistent™.

This case h. ked a o

homes, sports venues, houses, lteven covers
Incations visited by anemployee “during the
murscotrmploymrnt

Wi woilitical parties, however,

oy the POSH Act applies, if at all, to organ-
isations like political parties, which often lack

stating that the Sexual of
‘Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohib-
ition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act)
should apply to political parties.

The court directed the petitioner, advo-
cate Yogamaya M G, to first approach the
Election Commission of India (ECI) as they
‘were the competent authority “to prevail
up-unthr: rmoglmcd political parties for cre-

workplace structure.

Who does the POSH Act. to?

Section 3(1) of the POSH Act states that
“No woman shall be subjected to sexual ha-
rassment at any workplace™. This immedi-
ately tells ws how the POSH Act will apply —
at the workplace, and only when the ag-
grlc'w:d parry is awoman.

hanism todeal with

complaints of sexual harassment” in a way
‘consistent with provisions of the POSH Act.
i POSH Act requires both public and
private workplaces to set up an Internal
Complaints Committee {ICC) to hear com-
plaints of sexual harassment. The plea in
question claims that when it comes to polit-

of ‘worielace” inthe POSH
Acti [t includ

imstitutions, and other public sector bodies
that are “established, owned, controlled or
wholly or substantially financed by funds
provided directly orindirectly by the app

things are unclear.
Prior to the latest I"IL tlu:]u:l iciary has
only ever ewhen

naot liahle to make amy Internal Complaines
Committee”,

Could the POSH Act apply to political

parties?
ThrPO‘SHMlsnmmupmm:twumrn

the Kerala High Court decided the case of
Centre for Constitutional Rights Research and

inthe“workplace”™.
But what is a“workplace” when it comes to
apulmralpar!y?Paltywurlans,Iurmsm

still apply to political parties. The term
“workplace” under the POSH Act includes lo-
cations visited by an employee “during the
course of employment”, which coubd cnn—
the Act's protects
m jparty workers in the field. The POSH Act
also provides a wide definition for the term
“employee”, and includes people who are
employed temporarily, contract-workers, or

Advococy v State of Kerale & ployin
Ors (2022), in which it heard droves, often have little inter-
several petitions seeking the action with high-level officials
establishment of ICCs in tele- LAW and are hired temporarily to
vision, film, news, and politi- e field withouta
cal organisations. defined “workplace™

0On the subject of political parties, the
court held that there is no “employer-em-
ployee relationship with its members” and
political parties do not camy out “any private
wenture, undcnahng enterprises, 1nsnlu—
i, eic. in contac

priate Government”, aswell as organisations
in the private sector, hospitals, nursing

EXPLAINED
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WINDS, CLIMATE

CHANGE IN DRIVINGMALIBUWILDFIRES

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHL DECEMEER 15

FIRE CREWS continue to battle awildfire
in the wealthy coastal town of Malibu,
California, which began on December 9.
The so-called Franklin Fire has charred
more than 4,000 acres and affected about
22,000 people.

Officials said it would take a “number
of days" to put out the blaze.

Although the exact cause of the fireis
et hobcdch:rmlm‘d D:pcmmggrst that
the uctive be:
cause of bwo reasons — the “Santa Ana”
‘winds and dimate change.

winds?
S.mtaﬂlu\mndshlm\'v\dm high pres-

the Great Basin—thea

Aheli battling th 0
Fn'emMahbu California. Reuters

between the Rocky Mountains and Siemra
Nevada(a mountain rangein the Western
United States) — and the pressure is low
over California's coast. The difference in
i of povwer-
Ful winds from the Basin's inland deserts,
east and north of Southern California, over
the mountains toveard the Pacific Ocean,
s the wind comes down the moun-
tains, it compresses and heats up. The
‘wind's humidity also drops, sometimes
toless than 202 areven less than 105 The

turns

lished in the journal Mature’s Scientific
Reports, found that the state's annual
burn season has lengthened in the past
twodecades and that the yearly peak has
shifted from August to July.

The wildfires have also become more
intense. A 2023 study, published in the
journal Proceedings of the Notionaol
Acodemy of Scences{PNAS ), revealed that
10 of the largest California wildfires have
occurred in the last 20 years — five of
wihich occurred in 2020 alone.

This

dry, making it ready to bum. Thi:
helped fusel the flames in Malibuw

Santa Ana winds usually occur from
October to January. “Winter weather pat-
terns allow high pressure to build near
the surface of the Great Basin, whichthen
interacts with low-pressure air over the

ofdimate change. Rise in glnbalo:mpcr—
atures over the years has led o warmer
springs and summers, and early spring
snow melts. Such conditions cumula-
tively cause longer and more intense dry

SeATNS,

Pacific,” Rose Schoenfeld, a Nat]onal

wegetation. As a result, forests have be-

Woeather Service in
Oncnard, California, told Bl'r.lnmbelg

come more
The situation will only get worse as

humans continue to emit greenhouse

Whati: £a

s into

According to

of a ‘workplace’ (under the POSH Act]". As
such, the court held that political parties “are

HARISH DAMODARAN

RETAIL FOOD inflation eased somewhat to
9.04% year-on-year in November, from the
preceding month's 10873

With vegetable inflation — 42.23% in
October and 29.33% in November — ex-
pected to soften on the back of improved
winter season supplies, two main commaodi-

Moreover, if the court or the ECldoes de-
cide to make the POSH Act applicable to po-
litical parties, it will have to darify who the
“emplayer” is in the contest of a political
party. as the employer is responsible for set-
ting up the 1CC to handle cases of sexual ha-
rassment at the workplace.

In theory, however, the POSH Act could

with or, without the

of the principal mwluycl‘

Currently, parties handle internal disci-
plinee throwgh their committees.

For example, the Congress’ Constitution
and Rules, creates a hierarchy of committees
and allows higher level committees to take
action against committees and individual
members that are subordinate toit.

The BJF Constitution establishes a
“Disciplinary Action Committee™ at the na-
tional and state levels.

Mchmmnmlustmtmrmld

Further, party Consti i
organisational hierarchies which could help
determine who the “employer” would be,
The BJP ‘Constitution and Rules', for instance,
provides details of a seven-level organisa-
tional structure, beginning with Local
Committees up tothe national level withan
exhaustive list of members and office bear-
ersateachlevel.

bec Breach of Discipline” But sex-
ual harassment could conceivably only fall
under one of the broad headings such as
“Acting in a way caloulated to lower the pres-
tige ofthe Party...” (BJR withasimilar breach
listed in the Constitution) or “Being
guilty of offences involving moral turpi-
tude..." (Congress Constitution |

There is also no requirement for these
committees to have women or external

At present,
harassment complaints?

ST ECONOMICS |

Wheat, edible oil, and inflation

While vegetable inflation is easing, owing to low stocks and production uncertainties, wheat imports
look inevitable. Also, Indonesia’s biodiesel blending programme has caused global palm oil prices to soar

tiesof concern remain: dible oils.

Wholesale prices of wheat in Delhi's
Majafgarh market are currently at Rs 2,.900-
2960 perquintal, asagamst Rs2,450-2 500 last
wear atthistime. Anmual consumer price infla-
tionin Novernber was 7853 forwheat/while
attn and 7.72% for refined maida lour.

The inflation was even higher, at 13.28%,
in vegetable oils. The dl:partmr:m of con-

sumer affairs”

[most-guoted ) retail price of pecked palm oil
now at Rs 143 per kg, up from Rs 95 a year
ago. Prices of other oils are also higher:
Soyabean (Rs 154 versus Rs 110/kg), sun-
floweer (Rs 159 versus Rs 115) and mustard
[Rs 176 versus Rs 135

‘What explains the above inflation?
Wheat: Tight domestic
supplies

India has had subpar wheat crops in the

last three years. It is borme out by stocks in
ting to their low-

£a

Santa J\l\amw:n wildfires are a nat-
ural part of California’s landscape.
Huawvever, experts say the wildfire season
in California has lengthened in recent
years. For instance, a 2021 study, pub-

a recent United Nations report, current
climate policies will result in global
‘warming of more than 3 degree Celsius
by the end of the century — more than
twvice the 1.5 degree threshold.

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION
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est since 2007-08 (table 1) and domestic
prices staying elevated despite an export ban
since May 2022

Indian farmers have sown more area un-
der wheat this time, That, a]ung with ade-

members, required of an I0Cun-
der the POSH Act.

according to the US department of agricul-

71 mtof wheat can be offloaded in the open
market during this lean season prrlnd In
2023-24, such open market sales fro

Rs 170-180/quintal and another Rs 160-
170/ quintal for transpat, from say Tuticorin

ernment stocks totalled 10,09 mt, which
weent some way in cooling wheat prices.
‘This time, notonly is bess wheat available
for open market intervention, the prevailing
prices could undermine government pro-
curement itsel£ With open market rates way
higher, farmers in Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryanaor Ra)asthnm may nat want to 5c|] o

support price [ MSP) of Rs 2, 42_1puqu|mal

The import option to ease
wheat pnces

quate soil moisture, water lev-
els from surplus monsoon rains and also a
Eikeely La MNifia {which should normally trans-
late into an extended winter), has raised
hopes of a bumper 2024-25 qop.
However, the wheat sown from late
Odubcrwcnﬂdn't be ready for markmng be-
pril, Out of the 206 milli
[(mt] of public wheat stocks on Dm:cmbcr 1
about 1.5 mt isthe monthly requirement for
the public distribution system. Deducting
that for the four months till March, besides

though, i wheat
jprices are ruling low, making imports feasible.
Russianwheat is quoting at around 230
per tonne and that from Australia at 3270
from their rigin ports, Adding ccean freight
and insurance charges of $40-45 (from
Russia) and $30 |from Australia) takes their
landed cost in India to $270-300 per tonne
orRs2,290-2 545 per quintal. That's close to
the MSP of Rs 2,425/quintal
For flour mills in south India, imported
weheat would work out l:ss m(pmm than

the need to maintain a opening
minimum stock of 746 mt on April 1, some

domestically sc includ-

ing port handling and bagging expenses of

port (Thoothuludi
But there is a catch. tha.t impaorts at-
tract 40% customs duty. Imports can happen
only if allowed at zero duty. Given no elec-
tions in major wheat-producing states —
only Delhi and Bihar will 2o to polls in 2025
— that might be politically feasible as well.
Imports of 3-4 mt would help improve do-
meestic supply and also provide a buffer
against any dlimate-induced sethacks to the
standing crop between now and April.
Edible oils: Indonesian
palm facmr

he.
At 20-25 tonnes of fresh l:u' bunches and
20 extraction rate, 4-5 tonnes of crude palm
ail (CPO} can be produced from every
hectare.

Incontrast, soyabean and rapeseed|/mus-
tard yields seldom exceed 3-3.5 tonnes and
2-2.5 tonnes per hectare respectively. Even
at 2% and 40% recovery, their oil yields are
Jjust 0064007 and (L8-1 tonnes per hectare,

Mot surprisingly, palm oil is the world's
mast produced vegetable oil, at 76.26 mt in
2023-24, ahead of scyabean {6274 mt ), rape-
seed (34.47 mt) and sunflower (22,13 mt),

THE Two COMMODITIES OF CONCERN sure (USDA),
Higher yields mean CPO prices are ordi-
1 narily below that of soyabean or sunflower
GOVTWHEAT STOCKSON | PRICES OF IMPORTED e e o T
m“‘““"m“““l 'mﬂmumlsismmm* maomnths have seen an inversion. The landed
2007 . 8358 price of imported CPO today in [ndia, at
2008 E—— 10%.08 $1,280 per tonne, is maore than the $1,150 for
2009 E— 25161 | Oct2023 | ity nd $1235 for oil
2010 — 23004 | Nov2023 | are va.-m for the
price surge has been
2071 — 27656 | Dec2023 i) L ]ndmlasdmslunmcnhamemcblmd-
2012 EE— 37652 | Jan2024 g3 o3 ingof palmoil in diesel from 35% to 40, The
2017 EEE—— 71067 | Feb2024 | 633 | 624 920 world’s top CPO producer — at 43 mt, fol-
2014 — 27860 | Mar2024 | 1018 | @05 | as4 Iowed by Malaysia (19.71 mt) and Thailand
2015 E— 26870 | Ap2024 | OS99 | oED | O70 {80:mt) — plans 16 roll out so-called B40
| May2024| 31 [1000 | 87 biodieselin the comingyear. =~
200 Lol The USDA projects Indonesia’s biodiesel
207 21863 | Jn2024 | 034 | 1040 | 1063 blending mandate — from 2.5% in 2008
201 ee— 30620 | Jul2024 | 070 | 1084 | 1043 20% in 2018, 30% in 2020, 35% in 2023 and
2010 — 35175 | Aug2024 | 0T 10151019 40% in 2025 — to result in 14.7 mt of its CPO
2020 EEEE— 35754 | Sep2024 | 10T 1048 | 1070 production being diverted for domestic in-
202 EEE—— 37553 | Oct2024 | 170 | 1154 Ti6e dustrial usein 2024-25. That would, in tum,
2022 m— 1027 | Mev2024 | 1260|1210 | 1288 reduce the country's exportable surplus.
2023 — 19106 | Curent= | 1280 | 1150 1235 How much other oils can
2024 I— 208 | “Landed cost af Mustbal port; *December 13 compensate
i | Source: The Salvent Exractars” Associotion of indie. Oumdlndlasb -26 mtannual edible oil
[« (mostly im-
ported) is 9-9.5 mt.

Lower palm oil availability can partially
be offset by higher imports of soyabean
(mainly from Argentina and Brazil)and sun-
flower (from Russia, Ukraine and Romania)
oil. Infact, palm oil imports fell from 0.87 mt
in Movember 2023 to 0,84 mt in Novernber
2024, while rising for soyabean (015 mt to
0.41 mt) and sunflower (0,13 mt to 034 mt).
Alen, global sovabean production is forecast
to touch all-time-highs in 2024-25, with
Brazil and the US harvesting record crops.

But there are limits to how much palm
il can be substituted, "It isn't a consumer-
facing ol like soyabean, sunflower or mus-
tard. However, itis the preferred oil in quick-
serve restaurants, sweet shops, bakeries and
industries from snack-foods and biscuits to
noodles,” said Siraj Chaudhry, industry ex-
pert and former chairman of agribusiness
multinational Cargill India.

Being semi-solid at room temperature,
resistant to oxidation and having a neutral
flavour, palm oil is ideal for deep frying (re-
quired by I‘ml‘\vm: or samosa and pakoda

ure, plus ex-
l:m:hng the shelf life, in most baked foods.
Crude palm, suyabl:an and sunfiower cnl
ZT.SXdury. ‘Whether the government makes
an exception for CPO remains to be seen.

Locked in court battle, here is why Sanganer open jail near Jaipuris unique

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI DECEMBER 1S

A SUPREME Court-appointed commis-
sioner last week visited the Sanganeropen
prison, among the largest such facilities
inIndia.

Thiscame after a dispute arose over the
Rajasth: ild a hos-

pital over some of the land
being used by the jail.
OnNovember 25, aBench
of Justices B R Gavai and
Justice KV Vi

POLICY

Services Act, 2023, defines an open cormec-
tional institution, as a *place for confine-
ment of eligible prisoners on such condi-
tions, as may be prescribed underthe rules,
for giving them more Eberty outside a reg-
ular prison for facilitating their rehabilita-
tion after release”.

‘Open jails have minimum security, and
convicts are permitted to venture out for
various activities, including agriculture.
Such facilities help reduce
overcrowding in jails, and
make it easier for prisoners
to reintegrate into society
once their term is over.

said there has to be a balance
“between the needs of having the Open
Correctional Home and also a Hospital,
which shall cater to th

Some open prisons are
simply separately marked areas within
closed jails. In some states, there are sepa-

residing in the vicinity”. The Bench ap-
pointed a commissioner to inspect the site,
and submit a report within fourweeks.

‘What is an open prison?
The Model Prisons and Correctional

rate open I col where prisoners
reside with with their spouses, although
their movement is restricted.

‘With prisons being a state subject, most
states have thl:ll own l:rm:na for convicts

their behaviour and conduct injail, and how
much of their sentence they have com-
pleted.

istence for nearly half a century, a legal
on their i and

il IUG'! It

function inonly 13 states. The
committes recommended using land near
closed prisons for open jails, and said that
‘open jails should be “work-based”, engag-

mg pnsnn.cls in activities Ilkt agrll:u]run:
s

Reform { 1980-83 ), also known as the Justice
Plulla Committee, states that it wasin 1952

tion n[opcn-alrramps was suggested, This

T.hcﬁlzt open jail in Independent India
was set up in 1949 inside a prison in
lul:l:now UttarPla:Icsh Similar open-air

eligible to h a facility.
Thcsl: include the nature of their crime,

din 1952 inother parts
ofU:P. The All-India C i on Jail

b “lead a near-com-
munity fife™ ahcrwmplctmga certain por-
tion of their term.

According to the Mulla Committee, at
thetime there were 28-30 mchjmls inlndia.

epaperindianexpressicom I

ing. The o

gested dlalsurhopm-\a:r ks should be set
up close to public projects, like building of
dams, and recommended that inmates
should be given uniform wages.

2022, the latest available data on the issue,
there are currently 91 open jailsin 17 states
with a capacity of 6,043 inmates, and over
4,473 prisoners lodged. Rajasthan, with 41
prisons, has the highest number of open
jails, followed by Maharashtra which has
19, according to the report.

and i
anamd some 15 km from Jaipur, it houses
41 15 including 14women and their
families. Prisoners here stay not only with
theirspouses but also their children.

Inmates pay for the water and electric-
ity they use, and venture out for jobs (such
as runming grocery shops) within the local
community. They make and renowvate their
‘own homeswith money collected through
their work.

The prison also has bandi panchayats,
where prisoners have set up ways of self-
governance, including conducting roll calls
‘twice daily to ensure that all inmates are
hack at the end of the day in the open-air
camp. They also have access to phones. The
complex has a primary school, which is
open tochildren of nearby localities as well,

What:
open jail?

The Sanganer open jail, officially called
the Sampuranand Khula Bandi Shivir, was

is, and a playground.

Criteria for eligibility to this jail inchudes
completion of a term of six years, eight
months, and factors like conduct.
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HowCOP29
accelerated
trektogreen
financing

dCOP201 1
ma.n'y with mixed feelings. While the 3300
billion perannum fgure pledged by developed
countriesappears reasonable primafacie, it falls
significantlyshortofthe $1rillion needed to
addresstheclimatecrisis. India aloneneeds
funding of around $160 billion & vearto meet its
climate commitments made at COP261n 2021,
Aggnwslmg lhesituaﬂnn,&ed.ewl.uped

o misslons by
O5p from 2020102030, dictingthe
Pa:ls.‘\gl'eememgua]s Theiremissions
reductions have fallenshort by 3. Sbilllontonnes
COzannually.

COP29 alsppaved theway for a government-
to-government carbon market. Thiswill help
countriestotrade emission reductionsand
discount themn from theirnational climarte plans,
ssperMc]ebnlthemlsAgt’eem ndiawas
rkat
by FY27, butnow faces delays in defining the
terms. structure, and compliance measures dua
tothe non-finalisation of rulesunder Article&.

As 2024 continuestobe the hottest yearon
record and mercury hitsabovethe L5-degree
Celsius threshold mark for the 15thmonth ina
16-month period. the necessity for firm action at

1EVET
been maove urgent.
India faces severe risks if global warml.ng
breachesthe2-d ggeer Itis

thatelim Id costus

.ﬁﬂtrﬂllnnbymsuandpmenda] GDPlossesto
lhee:menln[spzmemmlupememb) 200, T
meetits! d Contribution:
we require an estimarad $2.5trllion by 2030,

__Jh

As the world's Additionally, adaptation
third-largest costs areexpectad torise
greenhouse gas o206 hilionannually

emitter, India by 2030,

ires over $10 Other developing
trillion to countriesalsofacethe
achieve its net dualchallengeof
zero emissions addressing climate
targetby2070  changewhileavoidinga

debttrap Thereare 44

countriesthat have
interest s healthspending
and 18 countries spending lower on their
education budgetsthan interest payments.

‘The funding gap remains asignificant
roadblock; without adequate funding,
developing nations cannot meet thelr climate
goals. The Lossand Dy Fund that COPZS
operationalised with $10billion falls shost
against the targeted £580 billion by 203010
addressthe climate change impact for
wulnerable reglons.

Indiahas called fora 1.3 million climate
fnancepackage, with atleast #8600 billion in
Erantsorequivalent resources to ensure
equitableaccess fordeveloping nations. The
Mew Collective Quantitative Goals maust.
prioritise financial specifics, includinga
minimumof$a00 bilion in grants annually,
transparency and detaibed tracking
med)s.n]sms for fund allocation, and sl.mphﬁed

resouree
dmleplngmuntdes.

Astheworld'sthird-largest greenhouse gas
emjtte(.]ndia lequimsmrﬁlbtﬂ]ljnnm

2070,
licl 1 h h
cllnmchalgemggemaunsd\emedcddﬁ
hour.” kof Indizh:
upadedicated group. fi ks
forgreen depe

Pddithm”)'.itbpmpn_singawmtemﬂ;

Inr]uslunormmrungnlemmmuglﬁmoe The

Business R and
By dped authent
f enhnnr\nr

bilities.
anpame! however, are facing a severe
shortage of experienced and qualified
professlonals with the ESG and climate change
expertise, whocan steer the companiestowards
the right direction, while balancing
environment andgwemancesspects These:
he foms like hank
especlallystate-run banks, duetothe high lewel
ofregulationsthey are subjected to. Afterall,
theyarecustodians of publictrust.
Toconclude, while weare still far from
achlevingthe desired results, the ghobal

actionableand h h Grean

1 s aviabletool us
towards.oursustainability goals. The joumeyis
long. butwith concerted efforts, robust financial
mechanisms and coll ective actions, wecan
accelerate the roadmap for a greener, more
sustalnable future.

{ThewriterizChalrman of ESCGriskai and Group CEO
afdcuité)

The 26th Governorwalks in

Mint Road saw a new incumbent atthe helm,
followed through on its regulatory and governance
initiatives even as the wait continues on a few fronts,
reports RAGHU MOHAN

REI governor said.

hile, the fi lal markets are

h ded late on.
I 10 evening. Sanjay Malhotra, an
Indian Administrative Service (1AS)

officer belonging to the 1990 batch of
Rajasthan cadre, was announced as the suc-
cessor to Shaktlkanta [as at Mint Road,
The longest-serving Reserve Bank of India
(REI) governor since Benegal Rama Rau
iJuly 1, 1949 to January 14, 1957), Das, after
his skx-year stint, was widely speculated to
get an extension of at least two
wears. It was not to be.

In his first media interactlon
after taking charge, Malhotra hit the

right notes. «
Fostering economic growth,

ensuring stability in policy mal

and expanding financial inclusion
would be among his key priorites.
While significant progress has been
made in financial inclusion. much
more remains o be done, Malhotra
sald, stressing the importance of
collaborating with all stakeholders
in the financial system to further advance
these afforts.

“Ours is still an economy that needs to
develop as we enter Amrit Kaal' and to realise
the vision of “Viksit Bharat' by 2047 The huge
responsibilivy we have in ensuring that the
growth this country has, continues.” the new

already pinning hopes on a 25 basis points
cut in repo rate in February next year. The
key rate was raised to 6.5 per cent in
February 2023 and has held its perch, GDP
growth In the July-September quarter fell
o & seven-quarter low of 54 per cent. And
the central bank, in its recently concluded
monetary policy meeting, also lowered it
projection for economic growth in fingncial
year 2005 to 6.6 per cent from 7.2
per cent earlier.

Malhotra also displayed his
lighter side. On his first day in the
wffice. he said. "It won't be right for
me to score on the first ball itself...
It won't be appropriate for me to
start the first day with bouncers,
googly, and yorkers"

Incidently, Sanjay Malhotra Is
the second person with the sur-
name to hold the Governor's post
after Bam Narain Malhotra (4

Fehruary 1985 to 22 December 1990}
who too was drawn from the IAS,

TheSHO takes wings

The salf-regulatory organisation (SRO) frame-
work lifted off with Mint koad giving its nod
to the Fintech Association for Consumer
Empowerment (FACE). From all accounts,

Need for a consumer
advocacy body

The runaw. rowth in retail credit is

slow}ypun\alﬁgg{he spotlight on an issue RESOLUTION REQUEST*
‘which has not got the attention it 'Nmnetu[mmem
deserves-- & body which can bat on behalf ® Netretail loans (¥ o)

of consumers at the national level to offer 2923

guidance, mediate disputes, and promote

awareness about responsible borrowing.

‘The new-to-credit segment and many in
the rural and semi-urban lack conventional

Identity documents such as passport, PAN
card, or driver's license. They also may not

be financially literate. In the post-pandamic

phase, the REI's Financial Stability Report
[June 2024} noted, "Financlal liabilities of
households have risen in the post-pan-
demic period, as reflected in the surge in
retail loan growth for financing both con-
sumption and investment.”

Interestingly, the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) in its Annual Report (FY'24) said it
plans to “conduct 8 survey w assess the
reasons for the low Lewelnfcnmp]alnlsm
the rural and semi urban areas”.

‘The low level of grievances may be an

Indication that customers in these geogra-

phies may not be aware of the addressal
mechanizms,

‘The report also sald the central bank
will review and rell out a reorented
nationwide intensive awareness pro-

gramme based on feedback received from

regulated entities {REs) and Offices of the

BBl Ombudsmen, and further improve the

complaint management system to

Frat
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the SRO idea has caught the imagination of
regulated entitles {REsh. There's a crowd
Jmocking at the banking regulators’ door. The
Digital Lenders Association of India wantsto
Ibe in, it will have FACE for company in the
fintech space. Then you have The Finance

Business Standard

Continuity with change,
and change with continuity

‘High-level policy conference of central banks
from the global south’. The message was read
to mean: REl's senior supervisory managers
will proactively dig for signs of mess in the
banks they are assigned to.

lnd.usn'yDe\-dnpment Couneil debody
of banking financial fes), the
Business Correspondent Federation of India,
and the Mational Urban Cooperative Finance
and Development Corporation.

As for the Indian Banks' Association, sen-
lor bankers are divided in their opinion on
whether it should apply for SRO stams. Not
many are aware that Mint Road had asked
the bankers’ lobby to welgh the SRO option
way back in1998, (which Business Standard
‘"had reported on September 21, 1995).

The SRO architecture marks a major [nr

wait
When will we see a green taxonomy?

The Copernicus Climate Change Service
has it that 2024 is the warmest year, going
back to 1940 And estimated to be the sec-
‘ond-warmest October globally, after Ocrober
2023 with aversge temperatures 165 degrees
above the pre-industrial level. It also marked
the 15th manth in a 1&-month period where
average temnperatures were above the 1.5

the Paris.

At Business Standard's BFSI Insight
Summit in Mumbai in December 2022, dep-

ward inthe

central bank and regulated entities. As
former EOVEITOF
Shaktikanea Das put it in his

October &, 2023 Monetary  While significant pr

or M Rajeshwar Rao had said that
"8 fmmaldeﬂnltl.un of green finance along
with a taxonomy s the need
of hour as it would enable
more precise tracking of

ogress
Policy Statement, “SROscan. has been made in finandal  finance flows to green sec-

play an important role in indnsion, much more
remains to be done,

strengthening the compli-

ors in India, which in tum,
would help design effective

ance culture among their  Malhotra said msdng policy, regulations and

d also provid the i

consultative platform for cﬂllabﬂrraﬁngwilh all
ing" stakeholders in the

policy making'

institutional mechanisms
directed towards increasing
both public and private

The 5SRO framework finandal system to further  investments”.

must be read along withthe  advance these efforts

gains arising from the

Regulatory Review

Authority  (RRA 20,

Nowvember 2021). It Incorporated the best
practices from global central banks on con-
sultation ahead of policy formulation, over
A0 circulars were withdrawn. Short-poine:
2024 saw RBI's “open-door policy” to foster
a better engagement of regulated entties
with it getting a huge legup.

Notaone-off

It came asa surprise when RBI informed pri-
vate banks' board secretariats of the second
edition of its interface with their boards on
November 18-- the theme this time around
Ibeing "Transformative Governance through
sound boards’

‘The first with the boards of state-run and
private banks on May 22 in New Delhi and
May 29, 2023 in Mumbal, respectively was
seen as a one-off, a novelry

And how different was version 2.07 Well,
it basically built on the ten-point charter
outlined at last year's 'Conference for
boards of banks'.

These included governance and stability,
requisite qualifications and expertise in the
Iboard. objective and independent board, role
of the chairperson. board committees, and
o execut ives. Other sspacts Were corporate
culture and value systems, quality of infor-
matlon, effective oversight of senior man-
agement, business model and conduct, inte-
grity and transparency of financial

and ind d

enhance support in lodging complaints
and ensure greater consistency in decl-
skons and cutcomes.

It also made mention of developing a
CONSUmET protection &ssessment matrix
for REs; and strengthening the internal
grievance redressal framework to encout-
age banks to take proactive Measures to
Improve customer service.

Om retail credit, a body on the lines of
the All-India Bank Depositors'
Associaton, founded by the late ME Pai is
the need of the times. Perhaps, RED's ini-
tiatives on consumer protection may lead
to the setting up of such an entity.

functions: risk management. compliance,
and internal audit.

What also came across is that Mint Road
is making a qualitative shift in its interface
with banks even on the supervisory side. As
deputy governor Swaminathan J - whose
portfolio Includes the powerful Department
wof Supervision-- noted in his address at the
interaction (*The board's role in navigating
transformation’), “... the Reserve Bank hag
been organising conferences of heads of
assurance functions and is also asking for
thedr presence at the supervisory meetings
with banks. I would, therefore, encourage
Iboards to bulld further on these initiatives".

A few days later he followed it up by stat-
ing that the central bank is “dedicated to
establishing a global model of rsk-focused

, one that emy arong risk
dlscnw:) and compliance culture” at the

In November 2022, the
Sowerelgn  Green  Bonds
framework was finalised.
The bulld-up on this front
had been rapid. The REI had come out with
Its *Survey on Climate Risk and Sustainable
Finance In July 2022, which was followed a
month later by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s reporting architecture on
sustainahle finance.

But two years on, we are very much in
the same place as far a green taxonomy is
concermned. Rao flagged the taxonomy
aspect again at a conference organised by
the Institute of South Asian Studies at The
Mational University of Singapore last week.
He refierred to the gap in terms of availabil-
Ity of sectoral ransition benchmarks that
can be used by financial institutions to
gauge the relative transition risks of the
firms. And the absence of a definitive tax-
onomy at the national level “is also a con-
straint to determine which sectors need to
transition along with an indicative road
map for the same”.

‘The taxonomy ks critical for going preen
to help the blue planet.

‘Willthe door open atall?

Thewait for new banking licenses continwes.
Four years after a Mint Road Internal
Working Group{IWG) to ‘Review extant own-
ership v T

Indian private sector bank” submitted its
report [October 2020), there has been no for-
‘ward movement.

[t was speculated that the ruling dispen-
satlon ar the Centre in its third term may
give hines as to what s In store. The banking.
regulator has neither accepted nor rejected
the proposal of an IWG that large corporate
houses should be allowed to promote banks
“only after necessary amendments” to the
Banking Regulations Act (1949). But the KEI
accepted 21 our of 33 recommendations of
the IWG even as it offered no comment on
the kssue of granting banking licences to cor-
porate houses.

‘The last time a follow-on comment came
from the BBl on the issue (and the only occa-
slon as well), was from deputy governor M
Rajeshwar Rao (Decernber 2021). “Banking s
a highly leveraged business dealing with pub-
e money, it makes sense o keep
Industry/business and banking separate...
Letmejustsaythatdwjuryissmluutnnthe
Issue,” Rao had sakd,




\ THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY DECEMBER 16,2024

i TE

TheIndianEXPRESS

= FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A LIVING DOCUMENT

Parliament debate shows how Constitution can bear many
interpretations, It's up to those in power to live up to its promise
HECONSTITUTION OF India is a singular document, ot least because it both
rames and bears the many diversities of the country. The two-day discus-
sion on the "Glorious Journey of 75 Years of the Constitution of India” in
Parliament made one thing clear: Across the political spectrum, the respect
for i lent India ument i |manandl1|c political class — sooftenvil-
ified — gave thy its fund, tal princi-
plesand msutununs.!\s adocument, the Constitution is the contract We, The People en-
tered into with the state as it got constituted. However, the varied perspectives from MPs
across party lines on the constitutional f and its cultural context testify that *it
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WorbpLy WISE
WE ARE INDIANS, FIRSTLY AND LASTLY.
— B R AMBEDKAR

The wage challenge

Solving it requires shifting policy from a bird's eye

view toa worm's eye view of the daily life of employers

MANISH SABHARWAL

THEMOSTINTERESTING parts of Reversing the
Gaze, a remarkable 44-year diary of Amar
Singh, are his honest reflections on the imonies
ulm]ndlan serving in the Emlshﬂrrny The
raise emplayee
ot rmplr.lyn productivity — cm:numgl:ﬂby
overselling of fiscal and monetary policy —
stancs exposed because the flow of jobs since
1991 has not reduced the stock of farm em-
ployment despite government spending in-
creasing from roughly Rs 1 lakh crorein 19691
1o Rs 100 lakh crore. As our wage challenges
shift from chronic (long-term) to acute {im-

mediate]), reversingour, e by maoving from
isnot”, as B R Ambedkar said, “merely a lawyer's document”. It supports multlpll: inter-

pretations and plulu&uphu:s that are both behind and beyond political i and ah"d 12 wATIE'Y 8 policy dm.::,e’
parties. i values of the C then, requires o DIVErsa- formal nurp[amm thﬂMhEMFM\Sﬁ

tion — and dialogue — of the kind witnessed in the House,
P

need digitising, decri
ising y cholesterol,

ry must bekept alive, as awam-
ing It utive used i tocurbfroe
speech, trample on press freedom and jail dissidents and political opponents, The basic
o life, liberty and dignity, were made contingent on tch whims of the government ufﬂlc
day. The Prime Minister was, therefore, ight in poi that rgency

a"blat" in the story of independent India. The hollowing out of institutions and offices —
g:m:rnws hecnmmg instruments of the Centre, For cu.mplc —can alsubc traced to

however,)

e 1 ydeclaredin 1975, That h

anunac

Many of our wage challenges arise from
global changes i in the wurld of work man-
facturing
than before, the IIadI:‘ pulll:lcalhacldash im-
plies rising tariffs for exports, and the multi-
decade global growth outlook is weaker be-
cause of prosperous countries ageing and
deebt. Modern states must redistribute — es-
[pecially if l:nmpanin generate highu profits
— but rich o

and other erosions of the constitutional scheme are not for Congress alone,

Thedecade from 2004 2024 the Centresince
1984, Backed by a powerful ideclogy and party apparams.llw mandate seemed to em-
power the executive to unsettle the institutional balance of power envisaged in the
Comstitution. There were reversals in that period on minority rights and federalism. It is
casym!nrg:l - isthrCmgrm oncedid = tha: even democratic™ super mqunlu:'s anecn-

period of s

lash because of llu: |]|:b|.':a]|ly of um:lcl:ll:d
awerin unmmumuunuhsm andu:nml
baniks (the LIS Fed |

Our ngulaturv cholesterol

discourages entrepreneurs.
Change will create better
teamwork (between the
government, private sector,
and civil society), enable
policy risk-taking (more
non-farm jobs will enable
labour law reform and

trillion to peak at $9 trillion through quanti-
tative casing that should never have been in-
vmn:d] Argentinian President Javier Milei
says, "My conternpt for the state is |||l'|n|l|:
andL..u ""'tTrumpuu li

handing agriculture pricing
and subsidics to state
governments), and catalyse
long-term thinking (a 25-
yeat plan is not 25 Lyear

hrough the C majority in | not place st il p
the! itution. The hevoterinthe 2024 general elec- ing, China's recent party plenum aims to - I:]"‘"-":'-‘\’\"311"s Talse wages
o have echoed this princi I entonce more: ratsby gh the sy
Cries of *400 par” were tempered by the electorate. Pulllu:al paml:s rspcclallythuz‘:n ing private enterpri comlk of alignment

power — must n:mgnlscthal the Constituts i

laced above others. Soj erall

st be heeded, those holding puwr:lcum ignome wha]: JO—yv:ar p=old MP lgra Chaudhary

pmm:t firms fram “athitrary actions, mulll—
ple inspections and sebective law enforce-
ment™, !\dck:gdlrmnagmrd Chimese
ng:rnmmk‘s actions should be e ding xin

said —shcsmkrnmmlutlndu 1 bt also st 1 seliclar-
ity wi fesh. At 75, Inclia's Constitution i fexible and op

wan, which roughly “chill pills".
India’s wage challcngn are dll'fcn:m, 50

bear the weight of many voices. Those whao hold

UNEQUAL RELIEF
Inflation has eased. However, variations across regions remain
and prices of essential iterns continue to pinch the poor

NFLl"ﬂ'IUN DATA RELEASED on Friday pm\'u:lr:d some relief for policymakers. India’s
the rate atwhich th level rises ina particular month as

asalnst dﬂ:s!mr:mumhaymmgu] i Novernber came in at 5. 5pcrct:nL\0\fJn||:th|s
I kof India*

pe itisashar ,. pn

awverthe 6.2 per cent rate in Ocmbn'l'hl:mam i for thee li

thom rake.as . Octoberwas the i wrices. Ewen so, it is note-

worthy that vegetable price inflation stood at dose to 30 pcrr.t:nt [year-on-year] and overall

Inud pnu::nﬁannn Gmclnﬂmrﬂpcrocnltyﬂ] Mﬁ:nmlah's into account the sit-
ber i per linflation of 8.7 percent —

it provides a clear picture of how su!alncd high inflation creates a cost of living crisis.

The relicf in headli wide variation ac i
nomic classes, For instance, Delhi had the lowest inflation rate (2.7 per cent ) among all

tates and Union lering UP stood at 6.7 per cent and Haryana at 5.3
per cent, Further, an analysis by Crisil Research showed that the inflation rate was far
maore palatable for Il‘lﬁ! uman ndl 4 (i per III'II fior those ameng the Top 20 per cent in-

igher as one went down the income
scale and from urban to rural India; inflation was at 6.1 per cent for those in the battom
il pl:rcrm of the income scgmcm and living in rural India. This variation is because in-
is higher among ood ) that account for a greater share in

the consumption basket of the relatively worse off.

Inits latest policy review on Decemiber 6, the RBI stated that going forward, food in-
Tlation is likehy Moreover, the appoi of the Re retary asthe new
RBI Governor has also prompted many to pencil in a rate cut in Febroary, However it is
also true that in its last meeting, the RE not only raised the inflation forecast for thl: I'uII
year but alse provided detailed caveats hi i
Clearly, there are no easy answers but as he was leaving office, outgoing Gr.lw:rnur
Shaktikanta Das reminded everyone of the age-old wisdom in this regard: Price stabil-
ity is essential for sustained economic growth.

and eco-

the continuing risk:

same. let's use the ience (und
our workd), cngmccrmg [ipplymgsncnhhc
s}, and
ethics [decidi whi I 1 }

between ideas and execution.
The Greek historian
Thucydides believed any
army with too much gap
between its thinkers and
doers will have its fighting
done by fools and its
thinking done by cowards.

suggested by the excellent new book
Acvelernting hndia's Development: A State-Led
Boadmap for Effective Governance by econo-
mist Karthik Muralidharan, The undi:rmnd-

pwpu bt

people in poor places; your

lay strong foundations for NOCG.

The decriminalising vector must learn
from Jan Vishwas 10{only S0central goven-
ment employer jail provisions removed |
whose meagre outcomes arose from the

ymnslah:“(m’mhlﬂind UPh_Mth samie

cut the tree they are sitting on, Jan\l'ishwus

GDPwith a five ti | in popula-
tions ), your city (if everybody in India lived in
Bangalore, India's GDP would be more than
China), your sector (if everybody in India
worked in software, India's per-capita GDP
would be higher than Englane | your firm (i
every Indian firm was as productive as TCS,
India’s per-capita GO would be higher than
Germany ), and your skills (wages doulble for
security guards wi double up as polite

20 must rever
thing that doesn't fit five clear criteria for ja
Must imvalve physical harm to otherindivid-
uals, rmust involve intentional defrauding of
mlmholdm[mqﬂugmlnﬂcrs.ﬂummld-
| must invohe
I:u societies so large that the violator cannot
compensate, like public order, national in-
fegrity, trustin pmpc.rtyng]lx et no jail pro-
e the crime

and effective office mptlumstsl This sug-

ton broadly or do not specify the crime, and

gests our
factories, hnalmallsalm formalisation and
human capilal.

ing" lens knows agriculturne
is self-exploitation rather than self-emplay-

curate filings, procedural infractions, incor-
rect calkeulations, and wrong formats, These
five criteria will eliminate almost half of the
5,000 phus central govermiment jail provisions

mient, baking j
plu:m:d than taking pcuplcanDbs.thr:aw:r—
age car in Bangalore travels at walking speed
[Bkmh), software jobs will stay a rounding
error in our labour force [currently 0.9 per
cent]even if they double as expected, and
skilling is now about preparing and upgrad-
ing more than repairing. The Nobel Pnzl:

government jail provisions,
Our; cholesterol vilifies, distrusts
md dlswurag:s cnncpn:nnlri Ulany: will
teanmamrh
ml:nt. private sector, and civil society ), enable
policy risk-taking (more non-farm jobs will
enabie labour Iawri:ﬁ:lnmnd handing agricu-

Dariel K

Iure pricing. to state

we instinctively step g
Easter bul bctrnmsullscwmfmmn:lmnr@
the brake; shifting the view from a bird toa
worm identifies three vectors around regu-
latory cholesterol; rationalisation, digitisa-
tion and decriminalisation.

The rationalisation vector is hard since it

i), and cataly term thinking(a 25-
)ﬁ:alplemsnuth I yrarplmlleagn:alsr

of alignment between ideas and execution.
'I'han:rk historian Thucydides hc]iwv:dalw

armmy

and doers will have s hg}mngdunrbylm]s

Row eauates | Mth(l\fllm n:lnrm—uul and its thinking done by cowards.

26 millin chvil ser Jfrom be- Inclia's low wagzes are a big challenge but

mgasu:cl I‘:amrlnam] | cage - b of  the 's eyie view of empl  dlaily life

muu;l 1t Il i steps for higher numbers of
il ent. The om wec- ||J?El productivity employers, These steps

I:urlnvulvrsaddmgmmpluncr:muulunlcpr will hlrrmn:wurursluubcypnctkraz

Digital Public Infrastructure through a
Mational Open Compliance Grid (NOCG)
to enable paperless, presence-less, and
cashless employer compliance. Recent
announcements about a Unigque Enterprise
Bumber (PAN 2.0) and Enterprise Digilocker

rmat-e-stab se to kahi
rfmh apne hisse ki shama joka dete — rather
than lamenting the darkness af the nigh, bet-
tertolight a candle for your share,

Thveriter s with Teamlease Services

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

That is who Raj Kapoor was to Hindi cinema, as actor, producer, filmmaker

SHUBHRA GUPTA

THESCRUFFY PROTAGONIST of a Telugu bloc-
khuster, currently busy breaking office rec-
orde r o s :

diwn in.a Japanese dock, before switching to
a song every Indian has in their DNA: “Mera
Jjoota hai Japani,” warbles Pushpa, “doosri line
mujhe nahin aani™ (1 don't know the second
line), and then finishes it, like we have done
all these years since Raj sang it in Shree 420
(1965 with “phir bhi dil hai Hinchstani™,

That one line is all it takes for an Indian
tero, coasting on desi chutzpah, to conguer
foreign aliens, in 2024. Perfect timing, as we
erlebrate 100 yearsof Raj Kapoor, who formed
the trioof heroes, along mth Dilip I(urnarind
Dev Anand, that y

Meore than his actorly
pursuits, though, Kapoors

fell in bowe with. Lile his two equally famous
© s, Kapoor I

who understood the importance of staying
grounded while appealing to the workd, and
that's the reason why his films found a loyal
atdienee in so many countries.

Acentury an, Kapoor's films still spcak to

|IS.||||||. way ...L_, tirror
1 o

ste bar-

Freeze FRAME EP Unny

Piaces of Wovship Act should work

nn’s.cn:atmg the kmd of drama and charac-
ters that were very much of their time, but
were also, astonishingly, future forward,
Take Raj of Shree 420, which Khwaja
Ahmad Abbas wroteand Kapoor directed. Raj
:sxqmul‘s version of Charlie Chaplin's tramp

\ike BIP's Deision of Dynasty Act,
Which doesn*t 40 back
beyond me to
Motiagi.  \

i the 1951 hit Awear)
inwhich his manmered screen persona fitright
in; he's a small-toem boy walking, walking,
walking to the big city to make a life; he's the

)
became a cornerstone for the

nascent film industry which
flourished and grew in
Bombay, under his banner R
K Films. He established it all
the way back in 1948, with
Aag, in which he starred with
MNargis, Premnath and
Kamini Kaushal. Anyone
who sees that iconic image of
Rajrand-Nargis, lost in cach
other’s eyes — part of the film
poster — would know that
those two would light up
whenever they got together.

1 y production slate

scami, but even as he reveds in his chome-smr-
beesi ways, we know that underneath it all,
he's nscm:al]ya good mar.

Abbas-K;

Kapoor's legendary production slate became
acomerstone for the nasoent film industry
which hnmﬂlnﬂumhqrumhls hanner

Tale Gap
oorcoflaboration ) whose “awaara hoon™ was
a clarion call for a carefree fellow who wore
the bottoms of his trousers rolled, loafed,
pu:lm:d pockets, Iancal]y dld wn'ydnrlglhat

RKFilms.} way back in
1948, with Aag, in which he starred with
Margis, Premnath and Kamini Kaushal,
Anyone who sees that iconic image of Raj-
and—Nargis, lost incarh other's cyes — part of

nice hi

innate niceness, After tlu: film, the term wﬂd]lghtupwhcnmllwy together.

I its sting, becoming an almst-af- Kapoor, who was nghtly duhlx:d The
fecti for howoild  Greatest St knewthe
sow his oats, and return tohis one true bove,  powerof u||.| ing i and heb

Talee Hiraman of the 1966 Tessr Kmsam,di- - noone i o the

rected by Basu Ehamdurya. mwhlrl\kpnm

wascast

-..m...u.umu

female baody, whu:l\ e termeed worshipful.
Prurienee, pshaw, and so what if his beading

w:lh leaba: [an |n|:am:|csﬂ:nl

Aman, revelling i hcrmw-lmmd

thet years
before Amitabh Bachchan's small-town
slurpli::nDon[m?E]chd

fame as th
held in all her gorgeousness in the I978

Satymm Shivarn Sundmmm.
e " 4

Joker (1970) wha poured his heart and soul

intothe mclanl:hnll:cllms pcrl'urml:': whois
haped b

he encounters at different

was one of the lengthiest films of the time,

which left viewers cold. It was a failure that

erswt | 1 all aspects of il
Itis sad that RK Studios doesn't exist armymore
but his legacy, which he carried forward from
his illustrious father Prithviraj, spreading it
with brothers Shashi-Shammi, and sons
Ihndhlr Rishi-Rajiv, is safe with grandkids

deephy impacted Kapoor, whao th iched K K Ranhir, andmmluhaur
i inedly towards found fresh blood in tya
ries. His 19?3 Hn.hby s‘tamng rvmmnsnms: Nanda.Ttrlmmunal}uh:ldﬂy “jeenayahan,
adabitpartin  mama yahan, iske siva jana kahaan" is as true

Mera Maam Joker) and the then unknown

Dimphe Kapadia, became a huge hit, turning

the young leads into overnight sensations,
Maore than his actorly pursuits, though,

for the movies as it is for life, | won't be sur-
prisec] if it's sung 100 years from now.

shubhmgupta@expressindic.com
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MIC NEUTRALISATION

THE UINION CARBIDE plant is all set to new-
tralise the remaining 15 tonnes of methyl-
:socyanatl: |n whal has bl:l:n u:rmrd as
"0y

The large-scale evacuation from the panic-
slril:tmcity has palalyscd nurmal lifie in the

United National Party, Jayewardene urged
the party workers to canvas prople's support

PO EVeT

city,
sln:r: the night uhhl: Ilegcd)' !\Imust aII Ihﬁ:

"The -
cial exercise, coming as it does after an in-
dustrial catastrophe which has claimed over
2,000 liwes and affected almost the entire city
of BO0,000 people.

BHOPAL DESERTED

EVEN AS THE countdown began for the MIC
isation at the Union Carbide plant,

Bhopal gave the appearance of a ghost city,

epaper. lndlamxme@am .. .

Bhupals Inerak "Iucallllcs.wrn:cluscd.

JAYEWARDENE MANDATE

THE 5RI LANKA president | R Jayewardene
said that the proposals for resolving the is-
landd's ethnic problem presented in the form
of draft bills to the all-party conference
would be ratified by the people through a
referendum or ageneral clection. Addressing
the 30th annual convention of the ruling

for the s which, he said, would en-
sure the unity of the country forever.

UDHAMPUR CURFEW

INDEFINITE CURFEW WAS imposed in
Udh. by district horities on
Decernber 15 following large-scale incidents
of violence inwhich about 70 persons inchud-
ing 30 policemen were injured. During Chief
Minister G M Shalsvisit, peoplewho wanted
to demonstrate in support of their demands
before himwere stopped by the police, which
led to demonstrators’ stone throwing.
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Letter and spirit

Constitution will help fulfil aspirations
articipating in & special discussion marking the 75th anniversary of the
adoption of the Constitution, Prime Minister Narendra Modi rightly noted
inthe Lok Sabha that the Constitution had overcoms all the predicted pos-
sibilities for India after independence. In the life of a young republic, there
are bound to be ups and downs, but the Constitution has stood the test of time and
served India well. The biggest example of its success is the continued peaceful
transition of power, reflecting the people’s will. It is worth highlighting that politics
in I.ndla atevery ]m\:l is extremely competitive. Over the decades, different p-o]lllr:.al

A format untry and taken it fi ith o
sethacks. The imposition ufr_hr: Emergency in 1995 is an obvious cx.nmplc The
Cung:ln.l.uunof i {ynamic and living document wi

ity to adapt to the 1ped: ufa!.nuungnaum

As a result, the Constitution has been amended over 100 times. Most recently,
for example, it was amended to reserve 33 per cent of the seats in Parliament and the
state legislatures for women, though the provision will come into effect after the next
delimitation exercise. In the economic context, both the Union and state governments
poaled their powers to tax to enable the implementation of goods and services tax
with relevant modifications in the Constitution. Thus, the Constitution has allowed
India to advance both social and economic causes over the years. While the two-day
debate in the Lok Sabha last week touched upon various aspects, it became partisan
at different levels. Though this was not entirely unexpected, the members coubd have
used this opportunity to discuss the way forward to accomplish the ideas adopted in
the Constitution. Since India is working towards becoming a developed nation by
2047 th waryof| 10, it is ondy apt that it aims tochange and empower
the lives of citizens.

In this regard, some provisions guarantesing fundamental rights are worth dis-
oussing here. Article 14, for instance, guarantees equality before the Law or the equal
protection of the law within the teritory of India. In other words, the Constitution
rejects any kind of discimination. However, the Indian state has not been able to
guararm:c this Locw:rycnm Until |lwm stopped by the .Empn:mcCuun recently,

justice”, for instance, practised states, hithel
and spirit of the Constitution. What India needs is the strengthening of institutions,
particularly the judiciary. The case backlog invariably delays decisions, affecting the
well-being of citizens and the protection of fundamental rights.

Further, there is a consensus among experts that if India has to develop, it will
need better-gquality human capital. In this context, Pardiament did well to sdopt
Article 214 (36th amendment), which expect provide free ibsory
education to all children aged six to 14 years. Consequently, enriment in schools
has increased over the years, for which both the Union and state povernments deserve
credit. However, as evident in various surveys, particularly the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER), the quality of education remains poor. India will not be
able to grow and develop at uwdcsimdpmcifthisaspnctmnmjmunujdmsscdibr
lomg. It isimportant toensure that social, eco ic, and legal oute Ty
are inline with the basic intent of the Constitution. To be fair, overall, what India has
accomplished over the past 75 years is remarkable. Upholding the core constitutional
values will enable it to fulfil the aspirations of its citizens.

Chessboard promises

Gukesh's win reflects India’s growing prowess

he stunning achievemnent of D Gukesh inwinning the world chess cham-
pionship is the cherry on the cake as far as India's chess players are con-

cerned. It's been a great year with Indian teams sweeping double-gold in

the Olympiads and, along with Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, and Rameshbabu

anandhas have stormed into the ranks of the chess elite. Indeed six of the
world's current top 25 players are Indians. There s a realistic possibility that the
challenger Gukesh will face when he defends the title in 2026 would also be an
Indian. There are 85 Indian Grandmasters, many of whom are not yet old enough to
vote, and their ranks are growing fast. There's a large base of active players, with
over 11,000 Indians playing tournaments in the Last.vra: There's & widespread net-
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Savings-investment conundrum

For growth to be sustainable, it must be financed by higher

gross domesticsavings because
through external borrowing

ndias; i v
Iocfgrossd.omesﬂcpmdml (GDPF) In the past two

years and is Hkely to be at similar levels in 2024-
25 (P25 aswell (it was 338 percent of GDP in HIFY25,
the same as in HIFY24), better than the 31 per cent of
GDF in the pre-pandemic years. More importantly,
India’s current sccount deficit (CAD) was only 0.7 per
cent of GIP in FY24 and likely at 16 per cent of GDP
n HIFY25, compared to 1.2 per cent in
HIFYZ24. With the CAD at around 1 per
cent of GDP in FY25, India's savings
would be 32 per cent of GDE during the
vear, similar to its pre-pandemic aver-
age. India's real GDP growth stood at
8.2 per cent in FY24 and averaged 8.3
per cent in the past three years. Why,
then, do I keepworrying about savings
and [nvestment?

Well, since the CAD is the differ-
ence between investment and gross
dimestic savings (GDS), lti! interest-
ingto analyse the sh hd I,
in India's external deﬂcll {or the CAD). There are
three participants in an economy — the corporate
sector (incleding private and public financial and
non-financial companies), the government (the
Centre and the states), and the household sector {ie
the residual, everything else). The CAD, thus, can
be effectively analysed &s the diffe between

>

.

NIKHIL GUPTA

thereis not much space to doso

ILLUS TRATION: AUAYA MORANTY

higher than the sector’s savings in the past many
vears (FY17-24). compared tonet borrowing of as high
a8 &-8 per cent of GDP between Fr'06 and FY11L This
isbecause while corporate savings (the sum of recained
earnings and depreciation) were at an all-time high
of 13-14 per cent of GD¥ in the past decade {(which
possibly pickad up further in FY24), corporate invest-
meent contimed to hover at around 14 percent of GDP
during the corresponding years,
compared to above I7 per cent of
GDF In many years up to FY16. At
thesametime, fiscal net borrowing
is higher than in pre-pandemic
vears (though it has come down
substantlally since Fy21), and the
household net surplus (ie nat finan-
clal savings, NFS) declined dramat-
Ically in recent years. According to
the official data, household NFS
were at a four-decade low of 5.3 per
centof GDPin FY23, which we esti-
mate to have improved marginally in FY24. Overall,
this suggests that India’s CAD ks contained because
of the ]\ngly cautious ompnrahe sector.
willli

T hefi
ly

chnrpmalemwemem recovers, asiswndely expect
ed or hoped, corporate net borrowing (or defleit)
will widen. Assuming that it leads to an increase in

the Investment and savings of each of these three
domestic particlpants.

India's corporate sector rumed from avery large
net borrower: ly 1l deficit (tos
recently. It essentially means that corporate invest-
ment has been almost equal to or cnly marginally

nt in the w, such an increase Inthe
corporate deficit would either lead vo a higher CAD
or will be offset (at least partlally) by higher GDS,
led by a lower fiscal defici and/or higher household
NFS. This is where the conundrum lies.
The government sector has been very clear about
reaching its fiscal deficit of 4.5 per cent of GDP by

The one thing: Export

n the mid-1990s, when Indian panles were
Igtrugying to handle an economic slowdown

and high interest rates, I had developed a rule
of thumb to filter high-quality companies: Does
the company earn a significant part of its revenues
from export? The logic behind this was stralght-
forward. If & company could thrive in the flercely
competitive global marketplace, despite India’s red

o export. Just like & company that excels in global
markets, a country's exports signal a range of eco-
nomic health factors: World-class infrastructure,
high standards of educatlon, technological innova-
tion, & well-functoning financlal system, social
cohesion, and a thriving private sector — all sup-
ported by thoughtful and consistent government
policies. The exceptions are nations very richly
endowed with huge natural resources and low pop-

work of coaches, with coaching service ilable fort en in small towns. ta

= pe, poor Infrastructure, and high taxes, it must
Many schools offer chess as an optional extracurricular activity. Ina more sophisti- be running high-quality operaticns. Of course, one  wlatlon such as Saudi Arabia.
cated way, chess by Grandn i promising players. had to be cautions. Back then, tax breaks and sub-

‘There's a vibrant, well-organised domestic tourmament circuit. At the apex of
the pyramid, there are sponsorships and financial support for the elite players.
Gubkesh, for instance, has a five-year sponsorship deal, and his campaign for the
wiorld title was backed by a team of six top players who helped with analysis and
preparation, as well as the services of a mental-conditioning coach who has worked
with the Indizn cricket team. The financial resources required were considerable.
In April, the five Indians playing in World Title cyches received a commitment of
around 2 crore to support their campaign. The gold-medallist Indian teams at the
Chess Olympiad also received generous finencial support. Other top Indian players
also have sponsorship deals and employment on “sports quota™ in various puhblic-
sector undertakings. There are broader social and infrastructural factors that are
supportive of the game. Success begets success and the inspimtional examples of
Viswanthan Anand, Gukesh, and others, have thrown a spotlight on the game. The
fan base is large and growing. Chesshase India, which promotes the game, has 1.5
million members on its YouTube and Twitch TV channels.

‘The branding association between chess and intellectual accomplishment
means that parents (and educationists) encourage their wards to play the game.
Companies are also happy to pitch in to sponsor both tournaments and individual
players. In terms of the infrastructure, high levels of smartphone penetration and
cheap data plans make it possible for Indians to hone their skills on large online
platforms. Chess.com and Lichess host chose to 2 million games per day among
them, and both platforms are typically inundated with young Indians, It is also
common to see large contingents of young Indian players at international open
events where young players can win prize money and score tithe norms. Itis a
remarkahle story, given that Viswanathan Anand became India’s first Grandmaster
only as recently as 1987, and India wasn’t considered a medal contender at team
events until quite recently. The success of Gukesh, following close on the Olympiad
wins, is likely to further turbocharge local enthusiasm. The story of chess and how
its popularity has grown, both organically and throwgh policy support, could provide
avaluable kesson for other sports.

Big Tech and Donald Trump

BOOK REVIEW

SARAH FRIER

sidies for export often led o inflated figures and
the risk of "fake export”. But this
could be tackled by examining the
size of the business, the quality of the
promoters, cash flows, debt, and oth-
er metrics. A simple focus on export

Economic planning can have many objectives

— Increasing domestic production, empleyment,
reducing inequality, regional
development, ewc. The question is:

What is the one thing that could

drive India’s economic success?

! Gary W Keller and Jay Papasan, in

would have thrown up the biggest 6 their bestselling book The One
gainers of the last 30 years: Thing. argue that there is often one
Pharmaceutical companies. r action that makes everything else

Can this logic be applied to a coun-
try? It is nosurprise that all developed
countries have a very strong export
sector, especially the four-five that
have actually become developed
nations within one generation in the
past 100 years. There are ahout 200
countries for which the World Bank
and United Natlons Conference on
Trade and Development have compiled per capita
export data. On that list. India is ranked 153rd, as
agalnst South Korea at 44th and Talwan at 35th. If
vou think India ks a services export powerhouss,
India's ranking in per capita services export Is §oth
out of 114, tralling nations like Malaysia, Turkey,
and Thailand. Many highly promising economies
of the past few decades, like Brazil, which were sup-
pased to achieve rich-nation status but could not,
have, colncidentally, poor per capdta export figures,
Even China, theworld’s manufacuring
k= at 103rd; this could be because (apart froma ]arge
papulation base) its exports are of lower value than

CHOICE

A
IRRATIONAL

DEBASHIS BASL

easler or unnecessary. For most
countries that answer Is clear:
Double-digit export performance
foryears together and climbing up
the global value chain.

It is surprising that India has
not followed this path even though
there have been plenty of examples
of export-led economic miracles
from the 1950 closer home. Japan, South Korea,
and Talwan embarked on this strategy very success-
fully, and that was partly copled later by Thailand,
Malaysia, and Vietnam. There is a lot of debate
around the world on what cught to be the path for
poor countries to become rlch. Economists Daron
Apsmoglu and James A Robinson (Nobel Prize win-
ners of 2024) emphasise the role of ln!nrurjnns in

Lii

F¥26, after which it is not clear if fiscal consolidation
will continue and at what pace. The government
has indicated that it will shift its focus to the debt-
to-GDP ratlo, which may be a betrer idea; however,
it has also hinted that fiscal consolidation will Likely
happen at a much gradual pace in the fumre.
simultaneously, bued

in personal disposable income during the past
decade, a pickup in household NFS would mean a
moderation in household spending growth, pulling
down real GDP growth, This could potentlally create
avicious eycle of weak demand, making it difficult
for corporate investment to pick up substantally.

Inany case, it is very likely that if the investment-
to-GDP ratio ploks up, ivwill be funded by some recov-
ery in GDS and widening in the CAD. This s exactly
what has been borme out by the historical data as well,
Duringall the past eplsodes of a surge in India's invest-
ment rate (in the mid-1980s, mid-2000s, and early
20105), India's GDS picked up but fell short and, thus,
thee CADalso widened during all the episodes.

Assuming that the investment ratlo needs to rise
by 3-4 percentage paints of GDP to 36-37 per cent of
GDP in order to achieve 8 per cent real growth, we
do not have too much space to fund higher invest-
ment through external borrowing (or the CAD). At
most, we can widen the CAD by 1L0-1.2 percentage
points of GOF, which means that at least two-thirds
of the rise in investment has w be funded by the
rige in GDS. This seems like a tall txek at this tme,
considering the lack of clarity on further fiscal con-
solidation post-Fy26 and consumer spending.

But shouldn't we look at real investment? When
we analyse the incremental capital-outpur ratio
({ICOR), it is prudent to consider the real net fixed
imvestment ratlo rather than nominal gross invest-
ment. Compared to the nominal gress investment-
to-GDP ratio of 33 per cent, India's real net fxed
imvestment ratio was 23.5 per cent of GDP in the
past thres years (FY22-24E), similar to what it was
in the pre-pandemic decade (FY11-20). At an [COR
of 3.5 (the average of the 2000s decade, excluding
the worst [FY09] and the best [FY04] years), real nat
fAxed investment must rise to 28 per cent of GDE to
support B per cent real GOP growth.

‘Therefore, whether nominal or real, India's
Investment rate needs to increase by 3-4 percentage
points of GIWP to support B per cent real growth., In
order to be sustainable, it must be financed by higher
GDS, which, tomy mind. presents the bigges: conun-
drum to higher growth at this time.

Theartiear is chiefeconanmist, Mot lal Ol Firaracial
Services, of The Eight Per C e, This

g g

19th century; Japan learnt from this and employed
the recipe in the last century, especially after World
War I, fiollowed by two.Ja) ocolonies — Talwan
and South Korea. Finally, Ching, starting late, has
taken export to a wholly new level, which now
threatens large swathes of Western high-technology
Industries. Each of these countries started at the
lowest end of the value chain (Japan was exporting
raw silk In the late 19th century, then textiles, bicy-
cles, cheapelectronics, cars, and so on) and moved
up the technology ladder.

While India has wasted three decades in mud-
dling along, even after the so-called economic lib-
eralisation of 1991, under the Modi government,
there is a faint element of economic nationalism in
schemes such as production-linked incentives (PLI)
and Make in India. But for these schemes to be effec-
tive, it has to use the playbook of export champions.
The incentive has to be linked to export, not just
Import substitution or higher production. [nitially
it will be hard, which will automatically reveal what
needs to be done to make each of the sectors export-
competitive. In each of the four countries that have
recorded extraordinary growth, the government
worked with the manufacturers to help them import
technobogy, arranged cheap finance, culled the weak-
er players. and relentlessly imposed export discl-
pline. India should learn from this and adapt.

Fortunately, India alvesdy has many of the ingre-
dients for success. One, in sectors like pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, steal, and engineering, and sarvices, the
country has both domestie scale and a global com-
petitive adge. Two, the timing too ks right. %o far, the
Thisd Wtk ol down by tha ™ n
Cansensus”, & recipe consisting of fiscal discipline,
trade and financial liberalisation, privatisation, etc.
Mow the United States itself has taken a sharp um

Why Nations Fail. Howevar,
the triumph of economic nationalism, undermhl.ch
infant industry is initially protected to acquire the
building blocks of manufacturing but is soon forced
to compete along with other natlonal players — on

tonwards isolationis polich economicnationalism
and protectionism. Hence, while It is late, the dming
Is even better now 13 focus on an export-led Indian
miracle. It is the only route to a Viksit Bharat.

bon Musk wasn't always such abig
E:Jnu(nnnsld'mnmn In
16, he reluctantly joined Trump's
business advisory council, anly to leave it
afew months later after the

president pulled out of an intemational
climate sgreerment. Mr Trump also
played hot and cold with the tech indus-
try. During his first term in office, he was
‘generally critical of Big Tech tycoons and
thedr powes, even as critics lined up to
argue that socizl media platforms,
exploited by foreign agents and hyper-
palitical outlets, had helped defiver him
tothe White House.
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and ever
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Winter, Budget
reins on rate cut

Inflation tethered to food prices; rate action will
rest on winter-cropyield, fiscal stance in Budget

ovember inflation numbers were on expected

lines at 55%. The moderation from Octolwr's

inflation print of 6.2% is the resultof an almost

two-percentage point fall in food inflation to
9% with fuel prices continuing to contract and core —
non-food, non-fuel — inflation staying flat at 3.7%. This
means that the broad inflation story remains the same,
Food Is what Is keeping it above RBI's target of 4%, and
its future trajectory will largely be determined by
movement in food prices. What happens to them s
Rargely a function of kow the climate rather than
coonomy behaves going forward,

Although a bit delayed — and this has had an
impact of sowing and possibly yields of key crops
such as potatoes — winter seems to have set in finally,
What will be needed to ensure a good crop (and
supplies) would be a slightly prolonged winter. This
is difficult o predictat the moment but there is also
no reason to assume that it will necessarily not be the
case, This has been the biggest X factor in India's
inflation targeting framework for quite some time
now — and will continue to be, going forward

“To be sure, with important state clections out of
the way, one could expect a more aggressive
supply-side management strategy in food markets
from the Union government which would help
manage the adverse impact of food prices should
things go south on the weather front.

Most independent economists are factoring in rate
cuts in the nextcou ple of Monctary Palicy Committee
(MPC) meetings although there are differences on the
exact magnitude of reduction in interest rates in the
near term. The next MPC meeting — it will take place
after the Union budget has been presented on
February 1, 2025 — will be undera new RBI governor,
and onewill have to see if there is a significant change
in RBI'sapproach to the inflation-growth dynamic.
What will also have an influence on RBI's take on this
dynamic will be the Union budget and the approach it
takes to boosting growth. A more aggressive fiscal
consolidation could nudge ittoadopt a more
supportive role vis-a-vis growth. What willalso play a
rode will be the qualitative (capital versus revenue
spending) rather than just the quantitative aspect of
the fiscal strategy in the budget,

It's over to the winter and finance ministry on the
inflation-growth dynamie for now,

State overreach writ
large in actor’s arrest

ctor Allu Arjun’s arrest and detention

avernight by the Telangana police despitea

high court bail order is an egregious instance
of State overreach. A woman died ina stampede at
acinema hall screening Arjun’s latest release that
has seen overwhelming fan response; the actor was
making an appearance at the hall, and a large
crowd gathered, resulting in the tragedy. Fan frenzy
is an expected phenomenon when actors meet the
public — and a given for actors with the kind of
cresting popularity that comes with a widely
publicised release. That this was not anticipated or
not adequately provided for in the current instance
indicates avoldable faflures. There can be little
doubt that these need to be identified — and
culpability fixed,

However, trading nabbing those genuinely
responsible for action that merely has optical value is
troublingly trifling and demonstrates the dangers of
untrammelled State powers. If the theatre did request
adequate police arrangements, as some sections of the
media have reported, then a large part of the blame
Ties with the state administration itself for failing to
estimate the kind of deployment required. Muscular
posturing after the stampede — visuals of the actor
belng arrested from his Hyderabad home were lkely
meant to soothe public anger = is no remedy for this.

‘Theadded angleof the actor having camipaigned for
the political vival of the ruling dispensation in the state
does the government no favours. No matter how
sincere or untainted its intentions might have been
when it comes to the arrest and later delaying release
cven after the ball order was delivered o the jail
authorities, the administration will find {thard to
shukvnl‘rallcgntionsnl political vendetta, Indewd, the

court questioned the charges against
theactor and the manner of his arrest while granting
him bail, underlining the state administration's
gavche handling of the matter,

UAE-India: More than
just bilateral relations

The twocountries are not
just building economic
synergies but also fostering
ashared future of
innovation, sustainability,
and global leadership
namera ur‘TIuh il un certalnty,

the United Arab Lnll.mtﬂ
(UAE)-Iisdin partie

Gandhi Mawsobe um in New Delhl. In
2016, Sheeikh Mohamed bin Zayed fol-
loswedd this gesture with the planting
of a maolshel {Mimusops elengi) sap-
Hrvgg. and this year, Shelkh Khaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed planted an
amaltas sapling further strengthen-
Ing this legacy, Sheikh Khaled bin
Motiaried bin Zayed is the third gen-
eration keader from the UAE to plant
a sapling at Rajghat, reflecting the
UAE's enduring commitment o this

as o paragon of stability and
rogress, Our relatlonship —

ulle on shared values and
il respect — has evolved into o
oomprchenshe ;lrmu:k'alllnnrcdml

Is meve oo

thon. It a wmlmmlp that (muhlnm
a furre of shared prosperity, innova:
tion and global leadership,

Theyear 2024 has been plvotal in
cementing this extraordinary bond.
High-level visits, Including those of
UAE President Sheikh Moharmed bin
Eayed Al Mahyan o India i Javuary,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh
Khabed bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nalyan (n September, and Indian
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Ml
to the UAE uniderscore the depth of
o commitment. These exchanges
v nod only relinforced our shared
\'lslcu: bt ave also paved the way
for groundbreaking collaborations.

The UAE has prowdly upheld o
“legacy of diplomacy” In its relation-
ship with Indla, symbolised by the
visits of three generations of UAE
leadkers. This tradition began with the
late Sheikh Zayed, the founding
father of the UAE, who visited India
in 1992 and planted an amalias sap-
lingg (Conselin flstunlin) ot the Mahotma

millestone. This three-fold increase
From 2022 spans critical sectors such
as Infrastructure, real estate, health
care and technology, which rellects.
the deep trust between the two
natlons,

The UAE-India  partnership
extend s for beyond economic figunes.
The large community of Ineian
natlonals in the UAE form the bed-
rock of our people-to-peopk thes, The
Inauguration of the BAPS Hindu

historle i Maidir nd the establish-

The recent gathering ment of the Indian Insti-
of the 15th UAE-India tute of Technology Delhi
Jolnt Conm teee and the I‘ campus in Abu Dhabl in
Fourth 5t e Dinlogue 2024 are testaments
in Rew Delhi marks our shared coltural and
araher sig) mibe- educational aspirations,
stone i the relationship -~ Sheikh Abdullah  These Initiatives. along
?unmnllmlmnmlom bin Zayed with the upcoming
b prosvided an excellent Al Mahyan Indian Institute of For-

opportunity tolook back
on what we have accom:
plished. and to find new
ways io work togeiher to make our
partnership even stronger,
Thie UAE- India economie partner-

ship has reached unprecedented
helghts, The Comg Eco-

cign Trade campus at
Expo Cley Dubal, herald o
new e of intellectual
and culiural exchange,

Aswe look to the future, our focus
shifts 1o sectors that will define the
:olnlru( decndes. Supercomputing
semiconductor

nomic Partmership Agreement
(CEPA) — signed in 2022 — has ush-
ered in o new ern of trade and invest:
ment. The bilateral trade, which
reached close 1o $84 billkon in 2023
20024, positions the VAE as Indla’s
second-lnrgest export destination
ind third-largest rading partier, We
are well on track to surpass our
arnbitious goal of $100 billion in non-
ol tride by 2000,

The UAE's emergence as India's
fourth dargest forekgn direct investor
I 2023, with Inves tments exceeding
S5 bdllion, marks another significant

:u—hmhw and genomic sequencing
are arcas where UAE India collabo-
ratlon can lead (o groundbreaking
advancements. Our recent agree:
ments in civil nuclear energy and
NG supply underscone our commit-
ment tosistainable and cutting edge
rechnologles,

The aviation sector also presents.
Immense opportunities for growth,
Enhanced connectivity between the
two nations will not only prove a
boost 1o tourism aml business but
lse will strengthen thelr position as
global b for trade and innovton.

N‘llhl'ﬂ!ﬂlphli‘l’lliwlh s G, BIRICS, SCOand 10RA. L)

The twor countries” partnership
extends to the global stage, where
ihey eollaborate on platforms such as
G0, BRICS, Shanghal Cooperation
Organization (SC0) and Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IO0RA). The
Inda-Middle Easi-Europe Economic
Corridor initiative exemplifies the
shared visson for transcontinental
connectivity and economic inegra-
tom. Through these engngements,
the UAE and India are shaping a
e babanced and multpolar world
order,

The partnership has also
expanded significantly in the realm
of defence and security, The 12th
Joint Defence Cooperation Commit:
tee meeting in Jily 2024 focused on
Jolnt military exerclses, defence
Industrial partnerships and research
and development inikatives. The two
countries have also strengthened
hielr coo peruthon in counter-terror:
Ism efforts, including combating
crossborder terrorism and terrorist

financing,
The L§

nella parnership s
more than o bilateral relationship; it
s o il for nternational coopern-
Hon in the 2ist century, As we con-
timue o deepen our tes across var-
ous sectors, from energy io artificial
intelligence (Al), we are not just
bulkling econcmic synergies but fos-
tering a shared future of innevation,
sustainability, and global leadership,

Our journey together is a testa-
mient 1o what nations can achieve
whim they unite with a common pur-
pose il shared values. As we stand
on the cusp of o new era, the UAE-In-
dia partnership is polsed to lewd the
way in creating o more prosperous,
sustaliible, and interconnected
world

Shetkih Abdultaly b Zayed Al Nahpan
s i ster f fowelgn affates anda
eputy prime mindsrer of the

United Arab Emirapes.

The viows expressed ane persenal

[ STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Shekhar

Dhaka must remember
the lessons of history

desh, Memories of that historie day

are still vivid in my mind, 0 was a
lensant moming. and 08 a schaol student, |
attended the mandatory prayer assembly at
the government imer-college, Prayagr).
then Allahabad. As soon as the national
anthem stopped, the principal, Mr Khan:
walkar, took to the stage. The principal
adkressing the assem by wasntan everyday
affair, so everyone walted with helghtened
anticipation.

As he stood facing o birge gathering of stu-
dents and teachers, everyone saw his face
beming, tears welling upin his eyes, and his
volce choking withemotion. In o trembling
It eniphoric volee, e informed us that the
Dndian Army had Forced dose ton lakh Paki-
stani soldiers o surrender in Dhaka, We had
won the war, and an Independent coumtry,
Banglacesh, was now a reality. His words
electrified the atmosphere, and the students
felta rush of enthustasm, We were choered.
Despite our teachers’ ndmaonition, the stu:
demts leht the college. The impronipiu stu-
dents’ procession kept cheering on the
streets for hours on end.

Years later, while studying about the
French Revolution, | was remindid of the
day 1was part of street shoganeering, At that
mament, the penny drogped for me that rev-
oluthons, victory parades, amnd defection of
defeatall somehow someday converge on u
Junction.

The subcontinent’s present situation s o
classie example of such a scemario, Let's find
out how,

Albow e (o ke you back in time, to Jan-
wary 1992, when Bangabamdiu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rehuman arrived i India after his release
froem Ravwalpinel | prison in Pakistan. On Jan-
uary 10, 1972, in his Hve radio address on
Akashvani {Imdia’s public Broadeaster ), he
spake in Bengali,

1 am not sure how many unsderstood his
wiridl s, bait people were riveted by the emo-
tons his voloe exuded. Everywhere, people
were filled with joy, belleving that from now
on, Indin and Bangladesh would work
together,

Toduy. the foundations of that belief seem
o have been shaken, The anti-Indla fecling
in Bangladesh and atrocities against the
lnarity Hindis 15 a reality, The governnsent
im Dhaka is trying too hard not teaceept the
ool truth.

However, the violent streak Isn't new to
Bangladesh, Within four years of assuming
charge of Bangladesh, Bangaband by and his
entire fanuly, except for Shelkh Haosina, were
massacred 0 o military coup. Thin, newspm-
s — swept by the t v~ wrote e
tional editorials comparing Mujibur Reh-
man's assassination with that of Mahatma
Candhi, They lamerted that the people of the
subcontinent didi't know how o shoulder
ihe responsibllity vested in them by the
fathers of their nations. After the military
ooup In Bangkdesh, e new prinwe minkster

oday 18 the 53rd annlversary of the
I liberation and creation of Bangla-

Mushiag Almed made Zla-ur-Reliman the
new chief of nrmiy staff

En quickly learnt political ropes and,
within one-and-a-hall years, became the
head of the country in o bloodless coup, He
nurmred vislons of an Islamie Bangladesh,
Later, his wife, Khaleda Zia, kept the visio
alive. The situation improved a Hetke wi
Sheikh Hasina Wajed came to power. Despite
tumultuous politheal machinations and the
rigmarele of reversals, Bangladesh scripted
o story of phenomenal economic success
during the last decade,

At tlme when Pakistan was secking doles
from Arab natkons, China, and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), Bangladesh
emerged as the readymade garment hub of
the world, According to the World Bank,
between 2000 and 2023, Bangladesh's eoon-
omy grew at an average of 4% per year,
During this perbod, poverty in the country fell
Frowm 1.8% to 5% In per caplia GDP terms, it
marched alveod of Indin.

Everyone expected the good run to con-
tinue, However, Bangladesh seems con-
demned o suffer from cyclie confishon,
Events during the last few months have cre:
ated doubes about the country’s future, Onee
cxiled in Lomdon, Molammed Yomus is ow
heading an interim government, Yunus is o
Nobel Laureate and. ns such, a respected fig:
ure globally, However, personal enmity
Between him amd Shelkh Hasina is impacting
his nation's relations with Indin. Recemly,
whibe mecting o debegation of European
nations, he sald the visa centres being run in
Dellsl and other parts of Indin would be
transferred to Dhaka,

The growing discond between the two
mitions s the reason that this dme Bangla-
desh's Juna akhara Is facing trouble attend:
Ing Malaleurmbh in Prayagea) skuted for earky
nextyear, Nearky 400500 saclhus from Bang:
ladesh's Juna akhares participate in every
Mahakurmbh in India.

Meanwhile, Fakistan's Inter-Services Intel:
Hgence (150 s wigorously profoting filad
t]cmrl:ls in Baludmlcsh Nuw il I; up IU

what k
w.\lm Ba Lmulupollllcnnnlmlldul[nr\
et that ll the 19805, Pakistan was ahead of
India in n'rul ita GO terms. Then. they
profmobe u;mu s amd are now facing
s rey r\.uu ons,

India, on e other hand, pursued seculir
Isem, New Dielhi waged o dogged war against
all kinds of extremism and terrorism while
promoting o market economy. The results
fure for all o see, We nre on our way tobein
among, the top three cconomies of the world,

How can Banglasdesh expect to grow by
hading over the refns o fundamentalises?
Why are Yunus and his team ignoring this
sk renliey The changing scenarioin Bang-
ladesh Is a couse of concern for India. The
rising relighous fremey on India's castern and
western borders doesn'taugur well,

Shashl Shekiwar s editor-in-chigf of Hindustan,
Thae views expressad are persenal
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for global cooperation in the
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Remembering Sam: Great
Soldier as a family man

S50, you will forghve me for reminiscing a
litthe about my father: Sam Manekehaw,
mot “the Great Soldler” but the Bmily man.

As o father, he was often not there, but
whien e was, it was dellghtful: We argued,
we discussed, we quarnelled over ideology,
Ismies, vewpolnts—on everything that
rarged from the real mean ng of life
o what we should have for dinner,

He teased us unmercifully and
played wicked tricks on us. When
iy skster was in St Bede's, he would
wrlte her letters full of suggestive
double entendre and explicit, effu-
sive affecthon and then end them
slgned simply “Sam." Of course,
thint ws enough for the nans tocall
hier i, scold her roundly for having
n secret boyfriend somewhere on the out-
slde, and threaten to tell the parenis.

Home for the holidays, she ¢om plad el
bitterly to our aunt (his sistery about the
troaible he had got her into,

Our aunt'’s eyes widened, and she sald,
“Oh Sam, you're not still dolng the same
thing!™ He had dome the same thing to hissis-
ter when she was in boarding school, He
reralived unrepentant,

Nevig uestion, be loved attention and admi-
rartion, e coubl be swiayed by (& oo, But our
mother, mo slouch hersell, kept him
grounded. When it was first made official
that e was o be the next Army chief, he
bounded home from office, pregnant with
the news. and called out to her. She walked
i v hls kiss anid heard the news as delv-
ered: You, my dear, hive just kissed the next
Chilef of Army Stfl” Iuoﬂ'nhq herself lel-

Els Vijay Divas agadi, 53 years alter India
Imm the war that created Bangladesh.

Maja
Daruwala

Hather! They are right there, Shh!” He walted
o bl qquite still now, with chosed eyes and fin-
we rtipes touching each other across his chest,
and said conternplatively, “Hemm, | suppose
ihey are walting for me togo frsid™

He lked lnughter and being involved in
everything: Retired, he was fully engaged
with his adored granddoughier and grand-
s, a8 e wiis with us which we were grow-
Ing up. He would dress them for
school, coak For them, take them on
plendes, and press safland famdly

I1ke It or not — intoe the many
hobbies he picked up and dropped
with equal ease: One time, It was
photography, another tme, cook:
Ing, them fishing. Gardening wasa
perennial. He made sure, though,
that he didn’t get inte the messy
bits. My sister had to pose under the
Tt Hghts by the hour while he Bddbed with

e brigroed. Egggeing i thee Doswer-beds, fxing
Ahe ¢l on the fish hook, all such parts of
thee joby were left toothers. He instruceed,

But he was dead serious about some
things. Once. n sweeper acddentally dropped
s broom across the path of a delegation he
wiis with, The officer shouted at the poor
o et outof the way. Even as the terrd
fled man bent over to toaich Sany's feet In
contrition, Sam drew him up by his shoul-
elers and standing cye to cye, sald seriously,
“Apma seer g uparwale ke soamoe -
s arna: ol cnnaered Ko ssarmmne bl o tha i
Jhekana.” Ench one of us has our own dig:
miry. What we do s not who we are,

Ench time [ go to his grave in Coonoor, |
am reminded diat nay Bther (s notdead, The
glits of personal Inlquly. courage n war,
magnanimity In p o humility and

surchy from his embrace, she thr T her
shoubder, “And you, sir, have just kissed o
Fourstar general's wifle, But did you deserve
o™ That sorted him!

He kept his humour til the very end amd
ofven turned it on himsell. One dose, | was st
his bedside in our litle cottage hospleal in
Coonoor, The doctors filed In to see him one
after theother, all n sombre procession.

When they left and stood with their heads
bent, consuliing In low and solemn tones,
Justa lintle ways away, he sadd to me, and |
quote, " Have the buggers gone?™ | sakd. “Skh,

biliey in I‘anlr ‘and devotlon to
cwnl community, and family always ane
llludlla h\ lelt behing,

Hils legucy bebongs not only 1o us who
wrew upwith him or only to the armed forces
or even tothe Parsl community, which loves
aproSam. It belongs to all of us who would
emilate his good thoughts, words, and doods
and make them come alive in our own,

Maja Daruwala is sentor adviser, the
Commonwearlh Human Rights baitiative,
Thae views expressed are personal
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