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Fall in food prices is only one part
of the inflation story

he continued fall in inflation to a 77-
month low of 1% in June 2025 should
serve as a significant source of relief for
policymakers. The general public, however,
would not be too thrilled. There is some good
niews for them, but also 2 significant dose of pain.
Food inflation, for example, saw a significant eas-
ing, although that too is a seasonal effect rather
than a structural one. Food and beverage prices
contracted 0.2% in June 2025 on a high base of
&.4% in June last year. Key items such as vegeta-
bles, pulses, spices and meat saw prices falling in
June compared to their levels last year. But food
is not all that people spend their money on. The
data reveal that there were several items and ser-
vices of common consumption that saw inflation
quickening in June. The education and stationery
segment saw inflation quicken to 4.4% in June,
the highest in 15 months. This was driven by a
jump in the prices of school, college, and private
tuition. Inflation in the health-care category, too,
was at a 15-maonth high in June. Compounding
this, the personal care segment saw inflation
jumping to a blistering 14.8% in June, the eighth
month of double-digit inflation in the last nine
months. Products such as soap, toothpaste,
shampoo and sanitary napkins — items of daily or
regular use and by no stretch huxuries — have be-
come more expensive. So, overall, food is cheap-
er, but nearly everything else is more expensive.
This leads to an important policy question,
one that has been asked several times before: is
the headline inflation data adequately capturing
the price rise the average Indian faces? The food
basket itself carries a 46% weight in the overall
Consumer Price Index (CPI), meaning that any
change in this category has an inordinate impact
on the headline number, The recent Household
Consumption Expenditure Surveys show that
fiood comprises a much smaller share of ghout
30% in the expenditure of households. Bringing
the CPI weight of food down to align with this will
allow the overall CP1 to be more representative.
To be fair, that process is on, with the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation in the
process of updating the CPL The CP1 base year —
so far set as 201112 - is being updated to a more
recent time period, and the weights of the diffe-
rent categories are also being revised. This up-
date cannot happen fast enough, as even mone-
wary policy is currently dependent on this
outdated and unrepresentative measure. [n the
meantime, it is important not to get swayed by
the fall in the headline number itself. The felt e
perience of the average Indian is described in the
details, and it is still a painful one.

More than symbolic
Legislative measures to curb unhealthy
food intake are a must
l n a welcome move, the Health Ministry has

directed all government departments to dis-

ay oil, sugar and trans-fat content in every-
day Indian snacks such as samosas, jalehis, vada
pavs and laddoos in a bid to highlight the health
risks of their consumption on a regular basis. The
campaign will be piloted in AIIMS Nagpur and
then rolled out to other cities. The move comes
two months after the CBSE directed all affiliated
schools to establish ‘sugar boards' to monitor
and reduce the sugar intake of children. These
will list information on the recommended daily
sugar intake, the sugar content in commonly con-
sumed foods, health risks associated with high
sugar consumption, and healthier dietary alter-
natives. The initiatives have been driven by stu-
dies that provide evidence of increasing obesity
trends in India. As in the NFHS data, obesity had
increased from nearly 15% to 24% in men and
from 12% to nearly 23% in women between 2005-
04 and 2019-21, Since the amount of oil and sugar
in Indian snacks is not apparent — and, hence, of-
ten overlooked — these initiatives will serve tw All
the gap and act as "visual behavioural nudges”,
much like the pictorial warnings on tobaceo pro-
ducts. However, building awareness alone can-
not bring about behavioural d‘|anges especially

The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

Adolescents (May 2025) is a remarkahle

example of the Court revisiting its
stance by prioritising the voice of the young
person most impacted by the criminal case
initiated for her protection,

The Court exercised its extraordinary
Jjurisdiction, under Article 142 of the Constitution,
and did not impose any sentence on 3 young man
convicted of aggravated penetrative sexual assault
under Section &, Protection of Children from
Sexcual Offences (POCS0) Act. The case involved a
14-year-old girl from rural West Bengal who left
her home to be with a 25-year-old man. The
criminal justice system was set in motion by her
maother. Although she stayed in a shelter and was
restored to her mother, she left again to be with
the man due to stigma, humiliation, and
surveillance from her family. They got married
and had a child in 2021 - when the girl was 7. He
was arrested subsequently and tried for
kidnapping, rape, aggravated penetrative sexual
assault, and child marriage.

Despite noting the helplessness of the girl in
court, with the child on her lap, the POCSO
Special Court was constrained by stringent legal
provisions and sentenced the accused 1o 20 years
imprisomment.

In 2022, during the appeal, the Calcwtta High
Court recognised her distress — cut-off by her
family and left to care for the baby and a
motherin-law with cancer, while fighting for the
release of her partner. It noted the
socio-economic background of the couple who
did not understand that their relationship
constituted an offence. Taking a *humane view of
the matter to do complete justice” the High Court
reversed the lower court's conviction. While
noting that “the approach adopted under the
POCS0 Act renders adolescents vulnerahble to
criminal prosecutions for normative sexual
behaviour,” the High Court also made several
problematic comments. including one that female
adolescents should “control sexual urge/urges as
in the eyes of society she is the looser [sic] when
she gives in to enjoy the sexual pleasure of hardly
two minutes”.

he Supreme Court of India’s sentencing
T Jjudgment in Re: Right to Privacy of

Top court’s intervention

Following media outrage over these remarks, the
Supreme Court, in December 2023 took up the
matter sue motu in Re: the Right to Privacy of
Adolescents. It restored the acoused’s conviction
and rejected the concepts of "non-exploitative™
sexual acts with a minor aged 14 years, and the
category of “older adolescents”. Incidentally,
both these concepts are recognised in
international human rights law and medical
parlance, respectively. General Comment No. 20
by the Committee on the Rights of the Child
under the UNCRC, exhorts States to “avoid
criminalizing adolescents of similar ages for
factually consensual and non-exploitative sexual
activity™.
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The POCSO
Act’s blanket
assumption that
all sexual acts
involving
adolescents are
inherently
explodtative
needs

o be revisited

Before finalising the sentence, in August 2024,
the Court took a step, befitting the case's
complexity, by directing the state to appaint an
expert committee comprising a clinical
psychologist, a social scientist, and a child
welfare officer to ascertain whether the “victim”
— now an adult — wanted to continue living with
the accused or preferred to accept benefits
offered by the State Government. The
committee’s report and the Court’s interaction
with the woman revealed the heavy emotional
and financial toll that the legal battle had had on
the family and the "collective failure of the
systems” in protecting her.

The Court recognised the profound irony at
the heart of this case. The young woman had
spent her sparse resources fighting for the
perpetrator’s release, falling into debt and
moving from court to court in desperate attermpts
to reunite with her family. It concluded that
“sadly, true justice lies in not sentencing the
accused to undergo imprisonment”, adding that
“if we send the accused o jail, the worst sufferer
will be the victim herself”

Both the High Court and Supreme Court
barred their cases from being treated as
precedent, with the top court describing this as
an “extraordinary” case. However, empirical
studies suggest that adolescent ldatlunshlps

the Court’s assumption that implementation of
the rehabilitative provisions under the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
by the Child Welfare Committee would ensure
that “no victim will face the situation which the
wictim in the case had to face™, belies the
experience of many adolescent girls, who
routinely endure institutionalisation, humiliation
and the deprivation of liberty in such cases.

A victim, but of what?

As the law sets the age of consent at 18 - a
development from 2012 before which it was 16 -
the Supreme Court, in its initial judgment, did
not envisage any non-exploitative consensual
relationship involving an adolescent. The
Supreme Court dismissed the observation of the
Caleutta High Court that “the law undermines the
identity of adolescent girls by casting them as
victims, thereby rendering them voiceless”, as
“shocking”, indicating a paternalistic approach
unable to imagine such adolescents as anything
but victims,

However, the expert Committee report
emphatically stated that “the law saw itasa
crime, the victim did not... the legal crime did not
cause any trauma on this particular victim. It was
the consequences thereafter”. Her trauma
stemmed not from the relationship itself but from

especially above 16 years, is not

police i court dings, and her

v but
# commaon l-BdJIty An Enfold study of 1,715
“romantic cases” showed that our of 7,064
POCSO0 judgments in Assam, Maharashtra and
West Bengal between 2006 to 2020, 24.5%
imvolved romantic relationships, with 82% of
victims in such cases refusing to testify against
the accused. Another study by Enfold and P39A
on judicial trends in 264 cases under Section &,
POCSO Act from these States found that 25.4%
imvolved consensual relationships,

Various High Courts have emphasised that
criminalising consensual sex was never the
objective of the POCS0 Act, while scientific
studies confirm that sexual exploration is normal
for older adolescents. However, recently the
Bombay High Court in Aakash Waghmare vs State
of Maharashtra (2025) refused to quash a case
imvolving a consensual relationship, by stating
that such petitions should wait until the
government considers the suggestion of
decriminalisation of adol escent sexual
relationships under POCSO Act. T‘Ins_]udlclal
reluctance reveals the limitations of cas

struggle to secure her partner’s release while
raising a child alone.

This case exposes the fundamental tensions
within the POCSO Act and ground realities of
adolescent sexuality. The girl's consent was
undeniably flawed, given her age, poverty, lack of
a supportive environment and the cultural
acceptability of child marriage, a lack of
opportunities, and exposLre am:l hl‘e chaices
beyond lifies the
need to re-examine the blanket dppmach under
the POCS0 Act and its assumption thar allse:mal
acts invalvi Iolescents are int
exploitative.

Young people who choose to marry early are
often asserting their agency through the very
limited options available within patriarchal
structures. While consent may be flawed in such
cases, it is crudal to interrogate state responses
and whether they are support-oriented, shape
the ability to exercise choice, and expand
nptluns True justice requires lm:Mm, heymd
cr all adolescent Instead

exceptions and the urgent need for strucrulal
reform.

The system that continues to fail
With remarkable candour, the Supreme Court
acknowledged, "This case is an illustration of the
complete failure of our society and our legal
system.” Community humiliation, family
abandonment, paternalistic judicial |

it must recognise consent of those above 16 years
with conditions in which consent will be invalid
such as coercion, and sexual relationships with
persons in positions of trust and authority. It also
necessitates addressing the root causes of
underage elopements and power imbalances in
intimate relationships. The Court's direction to
the central government to consider measures for
o hensive sexuality education, life-skills

ahsent child protection systems, corrupt legal
practices and sensationalist media coverage
contributed to her seven-year ordeal. However,

training, emergency assistance, counselling
services and comprehensive data collection on
these interventions, is a step in this direction.

The US. established and extinguished multilateralism

he President of the Umted Slatﬁ Diorald

Trump, is the visible part of the global

transformation that is underwa}' and the
global trend supports India's re-emergence.

The current super power has marginalised the
United Nations, and, with it, emasculated the
collective bargaining strength of the Global South
— there will be no going back. The 1.5, is now
engaging countries with strategic
commerce-related bilateral deals that fragment
the global order. The asymmetry of power is such
that there was no opposition in the BRICS
Summit in July 2025,

The BRICS Declaration that comprised 31 pages
and included 126 outcomes failed to note the
rejection of multilateralism thrJ1 mqulred a
focus on South-South
unilateral tariffs are a means to bring individual
countries to the table for seeking concessions,

not global consensus.

The U.8. shock

Mr. Trump is fully aware that 2025 is not 1950 and
the LS. cannot shape a new common glol

. The national interest of the U8, now

in the absence of essential begisl

Surprisingly, while the Health Ministry has tar-
geted Indian snacks, nothing has been done over
the years to introduce clear front-of-package la-
bels to caution people about unhealthy packaged
food items, and regulate the advertising, market-
ing and promotion of unhealthy food to children.
Also, levying additional tax on food products
with high levels of fat, sugar, and salt (HF58) can
further reduce consumption, as seen in some
countries. As in the national multisectoral action
plan for prevention and control of commaon non-
communicable disease (2007-22), the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAD) Regula-
tion was required to be amended for inclusion of
front-of-pack labelling and detailed nutrient la-
belling. The FS8Al (Packaging and Labelling) Reg-
ulation was amended in 2020; on July 15, the Su-
preme Court of India again directed the agency o
execute this label on packaged food. For front-of
pack labels on HFSS food and beverage products
to become a reality, the FSSAI has to first define
the upper limits for sugar, salt and total fat, which
have not been finalised and approved so far, A
2022 study found that warning labels outper-
formed all other forms of front-of pack Labelling
in identify unhealthy products. A study by the
ICME-NIN found that warning labels and nutri-
star ratings helped deter the consumption of
even moderately unhealthy foods. Measures o
build awareness without essential legislative
measures to curb unhealthy food intake will not
be much more than symbolic.

o

is self-sufficiency and containment of China’s
influence flowing from the world's reliance on its
products, which is the other side of the coin,
Owver the last 25 years, the world has become
interconnected and the spheres of influence,
trade and financial sanctions provide a more
effective management tool than leverage through
global intuitions. As a result, no one really knows
hirwr to respond as 75 years of diplomatic history
has been erased by raw power.

Where does this state of flux leave India with
its young population having the patential to be
the third largest economy in 2027 and overtake
the LS. by 2075, with global influence based on
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As a result,

India needs o
frame a new
compass for
itself and for the
Global south

leadership of the Global South? The answer lies in
accepting the end of multilteralism, The answer
lies in focusing on national prosperity and
South-South cooperation.

The glue binding the Global South can no
langer be fimancial benefits of a voting bloc in the
UN. India needs their support in elections and
positions in various committees for global
influence; it has already lost the elected post of
wvice chair of the Executive Board of UNESCO to
Pakistan. India needs to specify ‘strategic
autonomy” for what it is, namely, neutrality
between major powers and enunciating its core
interests in its own voting pattern.

Second, the challenge for a continental size
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' of one billion people is to
look east, and not west, for ideas. Trade
concessions to the U.5. should be tuned to trade
agreements with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations,

Similarly, the loss of expaorts to the U.S., for
example, steel, can be offset by a network of
expressways, high speed rail, data centres with
assured electricity and science universities
reorienting consumption and exports. In 2003,
China spent almost half its GDP on infrastructure;
such scale alone makes for sustainable double
digit growth.

Third, India's intrinsic strength is being at the
forefront of the fourth industrial revolution, a
new chapter in human development. According
to the World Intellectual Property Organization,
India has overtaken the LK. and Germany in the
number of GenAl patents published, and has a
strong foundation for endogencous growth and
well-heing.

Fourth, the world over, military doctrines are
being re-written for reliance on integrated air
defence, satellites, missiles, drones and cyber.

Far the first time since Independence, India is in
a position to be a global leader in all domains,
enabling a substantial reduction in costly ground
forces and imported large platforms, giving
flexibility in foreign policy and spin-offs for

Fifth, India is already revisiting the way it has
framed barder issues leftover from colonialism
and needs to push this to focws on growth. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh's assertion that
India and China should not “remain stuck in the
past", achieve trust and work on the goal of
demarcation of an international border has been
favourably received by China that is preoccupied
with Taiwan and in responding to Mr Trump. The
Indus Waters Treaty, where Pakistan is keen to
engage, provides a new frame to achieve similar
trust. An international border in eastern Ladakh
will be a decisive step to settling the international
border in Jammu and Kashmir. The real lesson
from ‘Operation Sindoor’ is the oldest one in
military history — wisdom lies in knowing when
to stop. In India’s case, it is clear that there will
not be a military solution.

&mlmlt as opportunity

Last, the BRICS Summit in India in 2026 provides
an uppurlumty to revuallsle the Global South
around cooperation je ing the multilateral
practice of collective bargaining by the G77
seeking benefits from the G-7. The future lies in
sharing prosperity by reorienting tariffs and value
chains to divert exports to meet growing
consumption in the South. It should be possible
at the low prices the South currently gets, and
done in a manner that complements, not
threatens, local production.

Certainly a seismic shift, but so was

multilateralism in 1950,
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In India, the dark reality at Kosaraju Chandramoull,
the ground level is that Hydershad

ordinary people do not find

food prices dropping for Saroja Devi

muost items even when
reparts say inflation has
come down [Page 1, July

15).
The inflation rates released
by the government are
perhaps usaful only for the
upward or the downward
rewision of the DA of

government employees.

An era ends in Indian
cinema with the passing of
actor B, Saroja Devi. She
was a towering figure in
Indian cinema and one of
South Indian cinema's most
iconic and beloved femala
actors, who mesmerised
generations of audiences

Bergahuru

with her acting brilliance.
She leaves behind a
manumental legacy that
shaped the golden era of
South Indian films.
Ramesh G. Jethwani,

Indian cinema has lost one
of its finest and mast
elegant actors. She was a
blend of talent, beauty and
grace. One of India's early
pan-India heroines, she will

be remembered for her
screen presence. The saris
and jewellery that she ware
in films became a trend and

style in those days. She will
live on i our hearts.

M. Pradyu,

Kannur Kerala

The void will be difficult to
fill. The Tamil film fraternity
has lost a commanding
artist. B. Saroja Devi
remained an artist till her

Corrections & Clarifications

14,2025),

Whe s’ Edtr offc can b castactid by Tebghsre:

Alkaza has Boeing 7375 and not T&7s 3= mentioned in the front page re
port, “DECA crders Bosing fuel switch inspection”
Due ta an editing ermar, the incumibent LS. President Danald Trum was
refered to 25 fonmer President in 2 report, “Ahead of Monsoan Session,
‘Congress to hold strategy meet ta disouss key issues” ['News page!, July

retirement from the tinsel
world, with her
domineering prasence and
mature acting.

Manl Nataraajan,
Chennai
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Contesting the future of forest governance

ecently, the
Chhattisgarh forest
department issued a
leter designating itself

as the nodal agency for
implementing community farest
resource rights (CFRR) under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006,
CFRR, a transformutive provision
of the FRA, recognises the right of
ram sabhas to manage their
customary forests, It seeks o
rectify the injustices of colonial
firest consolidation which
dispossessed local communities
and supplanted their maditional
management institutions with
centralised state contral,

Not only was this usurpation of
the nodal role contrary to the
FRA, but the letter violated gram
sabhas” statul authority o
implement ly developed
management plans in their
community forest resource (CFR)
areqs by insisting on a model plan
from the Mindsery of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA), This Is not required by
Taw, 1t also prohibited other
departments or NGOs from
suppaorting gram sabhas in CFRR
management planning,

The letter was withdrawn after
aspirited grassroots mobilisaion
by gram sabhas, kocal elected
representatives, and Adivasi rights
groups, Still, the persistent attack
on gram sabhas' autonomy in
managing their forests demands a
closer book at bow forests should
e managed under the FRA.

Forest management
Histarically, forests under
government control (excluding
wildlife sanctuaries or national
parks) have been managed
through forest departments’
waorking plans. These plans are

ronted in the eolonial misnomer of

“scientific forestry™, Le., planning
and harvesting o maximise
timber production, Ecologists,
sturting with Madhay Gadgil,
questioned this approach,
especially since early working
plans even included clearfelling
natural foreses and replacing them
with single-species plantations.
The decline in India's forests,
evidenced by the spread of
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Views are perscaal

Community
forest resource
rights demands
shedding
historical
baggage and
embracing new
possibilities

Invasive species and the increase
In degraded forest areas, has
fuelled doubts about the
appropriateness of working plans,
But for forest departments, they
remain an article of faith 1w
structure their operations and
mobilise financial resources,

In forest-rich central India, the
continuing emphasis of working
plans on timber extraction, which
restricts communities’ access and
alters the composition of forests,
‘was met with resistance even
before Independence, While
working plans have begun o
consider restoration and wildlife
conservation objectives, they
remain products of buresucratic
writ, largely detached from local
livelihoods and closed to
independent scientific serutiny.

The FRA'S radically different
vision recognises the integral role
of loweal compmunities in the “very
survival and sustainabiliy” of
forests, CFR management plans
are 1o be developed by gram
subhas to prioritise local needs
and address current problems.
These plans shall be "integraced”
with working plans by the gram
suliha, In other words, working
plans will ne longer apply in CFR
areas, becawse communities will
manage forests with a different
abjective and at much finer scales,

Crver 10,000 gram sabhas have
received CFRR titles in India, but
perhaps less than 1,000 have
prepared their CFR mianagement
plans, Even their implementation
Is constrained by the refusal of
forest departments Lo recognise
thedr legitimacy and support gram
subhas, Instead, they have
pursued a strategy of attrition,
delaying or rejecting CFRR claims,
attempting to revoke CFRR titles,
and denying funds 1o
CFRR-holding gram sabhas. Their
adm o retain colondal power is
concealed under arguments that
communities lack the ability o
manage forests scientifically.

MoTA's vacillating responses
have not helped, In 2005, it isued
wuidelines that gram sabhas can
use simple formats for their plans,
bt later came under pressure 1o
alter ies stand, A 2024 joint letter

with the Environment Ministry
reguired CFR management plans
1o conform to the National
Working Plan Code (NWPC) and
even suggested the involvement of
foresters in their preparation. This
viodates the FRA'S letter and spirit.

Addressing the bogeyman
Even according to the NWPC, a
working plan should outline “the
purpose with which a forest
should be managed so as to best
meet the interests and wishes of
the owner, and indicate the means
by which lﬂwumw b
accomplished.” Yet, the lengthy
sses and data-intensive
srmats that the NWPC prescribes
carry the hangover of maximising
timber yield. In conirast, forest
management by gram sabhas will
likely pursue multiple livelihood
needs, for which the NWPC
provides linle guidance.
Significant portions of working
5 are devoted to cataloguing
ocal conditions, but they abstract
their complexities to focus on the
fiarest crap (ot ecosystem), A
gram sabha's plan need not do the
same beeause these insights are
part of their lived experience. The
variable impacts of climate change
also challenge the linear
trajectaries of working plans,

which need more adaptive
responses that gram sabhas offer.
CFRR demancs shedding

and embraci

new possibilites.

he path forward is evident,
The Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Alhiyan, lunched by the
Central government last year,
introduced an indicative
framework for CFR management
plans, While the framework can
be improved, it can be achieved
throagh fexible and ilerative
practice by gram sabhas. MoTA
must reject any atempt to derail
CFR munagement through the red
herring of NWPC compliance. And
Torest departments must provide
Tunds and protection when
regquired and discard a
timber-oriented science in favour
of a different science of a
people-friendly forest
MANAREmEnt.

STATE OF PLAY

vkt an bt ehinds), o n

hough Union Home
T Minister Amit Shah

announced in - April
that ties between the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (B]F} and the
All tndia Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam  (ATADMEK)
hadl been has

Tamil Nadu

compulsion, political circles

there
by nas attermpt hy either par-
ty to conceal the apparent
contradictions between them,

At a press conference held
Jointly with the AIADME gen-
eral secretary, Edappadi K. Pa:
laniswami, Mr. Shah said, “We
will fight the elections under
thie leadership of Edappadiji.”
He also added that there
would be a “coalition govern-
ment” in the event of a vieto-
ry. The AIADMEK did not react
positively o this announce:
ment. It s not just the
AADME; even the ruling Dra-
vida Munnetra  Kazhagam
(DME) has always been averse
o the idea of a coalition go-
vernment in Tamil Nadu.

In the 1980 Assembly elec
tions, the DMK-Congress com:
bine failed to capiure power,
The constituents of the coali-
tion contested an equal num-

wrangling with the DMK, the
Congress finally agreed that

date, However, the coalition
did not click at the hustings,
Instead, the AJADME, which
won only two seats in the Lok
Sabha elections earlier tha
yeur and subsequently lost

st number it has ever contest-
ed - in view of coalition

ber of seats, After a round of

oli d whether the party
wistidel be sable v obstain a sim-
ple majority of its own. The
AIADME needed to secure 118
seats in the House of 234, The
AIADME founder MG, Rama-
chandran and his suceessor
Jayalalithan never favoured
the concept of sharing power
in the State, However, the par-
ty hack no reason W worry as it
w132 seats,

1n 2006, the DMK fell short
of a simple majority as it won
omly 06 seats. Yeu, it refused 1o
share power with its allies. Ka-
runanichi and the then Con-
gress chief, Sonia Gandhi,
shared such a good rapport
that the DME patriarch man-
aged o form the government
without sharing power with
the Congress,

Afver making that comment
in April, Mr, Shah refterated
his position in many inter-
views to the media, However,
the AIADME is clearly not on
the same page. Alluding to the

the then DMK chief, M. Karue- | Union  Minister's  stand,
nanidhi, would be projected | AIADME spokesperson Vaigai-
as the chief ministerial candi- | chelvan said that the concept

of a coalivon government
would “never ever” find ac-

ceptance among the peaple of

the Stue. Similarly, Mr. Pala-
niswami, who lanched a
State-wide tour from July 7 in

power in Tamil Nadu, staged a | the runup to the 2026 As
spectacular comeback in the | sembly elections, has been as-
Assembly polls, serting that the AIADME will

In 2001, when the AIADME | form the government afier
contested the Assembly elec: | gaining a majority on its own,
tions from H1 seats - the low- | When asked to comment on

br. Shah's
interpre

wition, e said he
them as an endor-

A coalition clash in Tamil Nadu

The AINDMEK and the

BJP have contradictory positions and need o cdlear the air

sement of single-party rule in
the State, Despive the contlict:
ing views of the two parties,
the BJP State president, Nai-
mar Nagendran, and Union Mi-
nister of State L. Murugan par-
ticipated in Mr. Palaniswami's
campaign launch,

In one interview, Mr. Shah
said that the nominee for the

of Chief Minister would

from the AIADME; he did
not menton Mr. Palaniswa:
mi's name, This did not goun-
moticed in the DMK cireles,
The party sought to corner the
AIADME  general  secretary
and saw Mr, Shah's statement
as 4 lack of confidence in Mr,
Palaniswami's lendership
gualities. Eventually, it was
befit to Mr, Nagendran to clarily
thiat the AIADME leader would
vead the government,

Yet, speculation is rife tha
the Union Minister may have
in mind former Municipal Ad-
ministration Minister in Coim-
barore, 5.1 Velumani. About
three weeks ago, the AIADME
strongman shared the stage
with Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
and senior BJP leaders at the
birth centenary celebration of
the pontff of Perur Mu,
Shanthalinga Ramasamy Adi

galar, He ker explained that

b attended the event, which
b termed as “apolitical”, only
as @ local legislator, Prior o
the announcement on the tie
up between the two partles,
there were reports of diffe:
rences of opinion between the
AIADMEK chief and some of his
senlor colleagues, including
Mr. Velumani,

As the debate over the na-
wre of government could
spail the narrative for thee Op-
position parties, it would be in
the interest of the alliance w
sort aut the issue soon, Having
sald that, it remains inexplica.
bl that this debate is even rag:
g given that the composition
of different alliances has not
even been finalised yet.

+

More tourist beds, fewer homes: cost of overtourism’in EU

| DATA POINT |

Niranjana V..

ast month, residents across

southern Europe, particu

larly in Spain, ltaly, and
Portugal, protested against “over-
tourism”, They held placards that
read ‘tourists go home', “your holi-
days, my misery', and ‘mass tou-
rism kills the city’, making clear
their disapproval of unregulated
tourism. This month, hoteliers in
Mallorea, Spain hit back by putting
up posters welcoming towrists,

This is not just culwral tension;
it is rooted in structural issues. Das
ta shows that tourism, when un-
regulated, reshapes housing mar-
kets i those cities, prices out
residents, and creates jobs that off-
er litthe security.

The COVIDAY pandemic caused
a dip in the contribution of wu-
rism to the GDP of all countries.
But by 2022, the sector rebounded
rapidly. In general, in ltaly, Portu-
gl and Spain, wourksm contributes
cloge o 6% or more of the coun:
tries’ GOP, which makes it a signif-
fcant souree of revenue, In compa-
risen, tourism contributes w only
2% of Indlia’s GDP (Chare 1),

While tourism is a money-spin-
ner, increasing dependency on the
sector puts those who  govern
these hotspots in o dilemma -
hould they prioritise tourists over
their residents economically, spa-
tially, and socially?

The European Union's Harmao-
nised Index of Consumer Prices
(HICP) — an inflation  measure
which excludes home ownership
and renovation costs ~ hovered at
less than 2% from 2015 to 2020,
only to increase to B% in 2022, In
contrast, the  Owner-Oceupied
Housing Price Index (OOHPD) - an
inflation measure which includes
burying, renovating, and owning a
home - was already hovering
around the 3-4% murk from 2015
o 2020, only w spike to 1% in
2022, Similarly, the Housing Price

M

Index (HPL), an inflation measure
which tracks how prices in the
housing market  change, also
surged beyond the 10% mark in
2022 (Chart 2). Put simply, hows-
ingg costs Fose much faster than ov-
erall consumer prices, For resi
dents, it has become  more
expensive 1o live in these citles
than it s for the tourists to come
and stay in them temporarily.

The protests against tourists ane
most pronounced in Spain, Italy,
and Portugal, which together ac-
count for over 45% of all tourism-
relived aceommedations in the EL
in 2023, These three nations also
hosted 33% of all the hotel beds in
thee B (Chart 3). The vast scale of
tourist acoommesdations in south-
ern Europe highlights how deeply
the economy s being shaped
around tourists, As per Eurostat,
in 2022, wurists spent nearly 450
millicn nights in ltaly and 485 mil-
liom in Spain. Meanwhile, Portu-
gal, which has a population of 10
meillion and just over 800 tou-
rismerelated establishments, host-
ed nearly 85 million overnight
stays. The term ‘tourism night’ isa
metric commonly used w measure
the volume of wurist activity.

The latest  Eurostat  report
shows that most tourist sy ]

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Unregulated tourism, mass unrest

The data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Unon, and Gur Werld In

Dista, Thie latiest available dista was taken for all the charts

Chart 31 The Eunapean Unlon's Marmonised [ndéx of Consumer Prices (HIEP),
Cramar-Cxeupsed Howsing Price |nce (COHP) and Howsing Price| ndes (HP) — a8l

measures af Inflaticn — for the 2011-2022 perlod
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comes from overnight visitors —
3% in Dealy, 7% in Portugal, and
B9 in Belgium as oppesed 1o just
0% in Luxembourg (Chart 4). As
a result of this pattern of overnight
tourism, homes are furned into
“stays”, thus causing greater pros-
sure on the housing markets and
other long-term spatial strains,

OF all ourism-related business-
s in the ELL, 37% are in Spain, -
Iy, and Portugal (Chart 5). This un-
even  concentration  positions
these nations not merely as travel
destinations, but also as key pillars
of Europe's tourism economy, Ho-
wever, bocals in these countries are
shouldering the hidden costs of a
sector that, though profitable, im-
pacts their lives. Tourism, for
them, has also become a driver of
inequality.
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FIFTY YEARS AGD JULY 16, 1975
Shortage of stenos even in
Tamil Nadu

Mudras, July 15: Tamil Nach, breeding ground of
steno-typlsts, is in short sy
of the “winged art”, Acc
review of the employment situation in the State
during April 1975, steno-typists who have passed
higher grade examinations in shorthand and
typewriting, were not available for recruitment.
The employment exchanges had none on
their registers possessing the higher grade
teacher's diploma. Schools which wanted men
teachers and unmarried women teachers of this
1 category drew blank from the exchanges. The
dearth of higher grade teachers may be due o
the shandoning of the raining scheme some
i_u:ant agn by the Government which has since
en Nlim higher grade vacancies with

of these masters
ing to an official

U Rk rislinbisd sccommadations, hatel

beds and tourist nights spent ([2023) taachac 4
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Brade
ouldd have SSLC as basic educational
qualification but it is enough if the higher grade
tradnee has studied upto VI standard,

The exchanges could not recommend anyone
for several categories of jobs requiring only
candicites belonging to the Scheduled Castes
and Tribes, These posts were: health, maternity
wnd nursing assistants, midwife, field surveyor,
music teacher, lower division clerk, heavy
wehicle driver, electrician, signalman, fire
service sub-officer. Women candidates with
experience and luency in spoken English were
not available to fill posts of receptionists
(gracduates) and welephone operators (351C),

chiers, A seconcary grade

Chart 5i |uaty, Postugal and Spain's share in
the FLPs towsism-rolated businesses [J022)
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drowned,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  JULY 16, 1925
Heavy rains in Bombay

Poora, July 15: Owing o heavy rains, it is
reported that the masonry dam built by Messrs,
Tata and Company, at Somwadi, scross the river
Indrani, was breached yesterday afternoon, as a
result of which a huge quantity of water wis
liberuted and the river rose 20 feetin half an
hour and the Railway lines at the Khamshet
(Khadlkalla) Railway Station were under three
feet of water for some time.

Fortunately the river was able to carry off
st of the water, bt it is stated by people
arriving from Lonavla and the adiacent stations
that several women and children have lost their
lives and that large numbers of cattde have been

e FRI—



Wednesday

CHENRAL

July 16, 2025

I'HE HINDU

SCIENCE

BIG S

[ 8
A black soldier fly s seen on a netin a farm on the outskirts of Havana, Cuba, on July B. Farmer doctor Yadermis Dlaz Hernandez sald he makes mare money these days ralsng

Searching for extraterrestrial life
means asking the right questions first

Has the quest for alien life Failed? Researchers at the Institute for Particle Physics
one reminiscent of an important attitude to have when doing re

inoe the 19908, scientists hine
discovered hordes of planets
ouitshde the solar system together
h tantalising hints of |
hints of hints of life, S
5 fio pool thit
there's |:f|‘ arywhere in the universe
except on the earth,

Deses that mean our quest for alien life
has Fuibed?

.n\l: i led IV_\I ris

the

H Zuricl

Switeerlind, re ly offered a more
muanced answer to this question - one
reminiscent of an important attitude to
e when dolig research at the cuitting
edge.
Writing ina recent paper in The
Astronomical fournil, the team contersded
that a "no signs of life detected”
conclusion o

i future
Muﬂ' braadly, the team
importance of

every observation carries
with it a digree of uncertalnty snd that it
is important to ask the right gusestions.

With the ultimate go
hahitability of exoplar
potential signs of life, res
usedd a statistic

al method called Bayesian
analysis, “It’s a way of updating o
ased on new
iNLsen, i

sciefitist in the Department of Phiysics at
ETH Zurich and lewd author of the new
paper, said.

This is like making a first gu
om what one already believes, the
fine-tuning it. For ex I‘I'I]ll(‘ your coatld
start by assuming life is very common in
the universe. When you observe a
hundned exoplanets without finding signs
o libie, youi s juist your goess o
accomimodate fctors that might explati
by Jifie can be common yet not found on
these waorlds, As you continue this
process aver ti WO answer to “How
common is ife?” acquires a more
nformed shape,

In the new paper, the team explored
b dlifferent starting assumptions affect
final estimates of how common life might
b,

Thie researchers simulated
observations of 100 exoplanets, ranging
froen 1o 100, to determine the minimum
number of exoplanets that must be
examined to conclude how many worlds
are possibly habitable.

Thieir work suggested that if scientists
examine between 40 and 80 exoplanets

based

10T

Asiew af the Tarantula Nebula, The number af planets abserced s far may suffice to edablish an upper imit on the number of potentially habitable warlds.

WA HLBILE SPACE TELESCOPE

and find no evidence of life, they can
confidently conclude that fewer than 10%

e likely to
suipport life. That is, life would be
relatively rare,

e of e is indeed low,
twitild be
understindibile for no signs of lite to be
Found in o semple of 40-80 planets, But if
lifee wiere more cormmon, scientists should
0 observe some indications of it in
nple. At beast, this is the
team's argument,

Need for | estions

ter g

planets observed so far may siiffice to
establish an upper lmit on the number of
potentially habitable worlds, However,
the aathors wene careful to note thit

ikely impossible

svery observation has son
Ly,

This uncertainty can manifest in many
e pegative occurs when a
ant stgn of life is overlooked) and is
relatid to the challenges in the questions
researchers ask when they set out to find
liffe siggns.

Angerhausen explained that the
question " Does this planet have life?"
itself carries a significant risk of false
positives, For example, a planet may have
nall biosphere that doesa't alber its

atmosphere in a way that can be detected

arch at the curting edge, recog

nd |

fice. In coritrist, stipalating
whiether I]m- planet his a temperature
with wl comcentrations
af certain molecules above a defined
threshold” could provide more
informative data.

When selecting which planets to
imvestigate, the paper emphasises the
importance of asking clear and specific
quiestions, For examiplbe, instead of posing
a vigue guesthon, one might ask, "Of all
thie rocky planets in the habitable sone,
how many show signs of water vapour,
would help

a for
1s weell as help experts avoid
misinterpreting data from lien workd,

When observation: illeh with
uncertainty, the conclusion "no life
detected” ean be meaningless, But if the
questions are thoughtfully designed, even
null resules ean serve as powerful tools in
the search for extraterrestrial life,

Ir sum, the effectiveness of a search
depends on asking the right questions
and not {sobely) on the nismber of
exoplanets observed, I sclentists lack
elarity on what specific indicators of life

they should focus on, even the best
telescopes could yield misleading results,

Shgmificance
Angerhausen a
addition to the technological
sophist

the Large Interferometer for Exoplane

(LIFE) and the Habitable Worlds

Observatory (HWO) = which aim to
observe dozens of earthlike plinets
i

“our study shows thae the
work to be done on the theoretic
and on the foundations of their
knowlede
cer
wh
habsitable planet?

in signal is truly

so stressed that in

athon i upcoming projects ke
&1

strophysics at ETH Zurich recently offered a more nuanced answer to this question
ng that every observation carries with it a degree of uncertainty

THE GIST

chers use Bayesls
ysts 1o assess habitability,
Wihen you observe o hundred

ol wilthaut find

can be
found. As you cant
Process, your ardwer ba "

chers simu
lons of 100

b detenming the

t b

¥ suggested

W the prevalence of life &

w, arcund

of A0-60. Bust if life
common, there
should be Indications of It In
same sample

Wihen chservat
ertalnt

pughthully
3 null results
[ s a6 powerful teals,
=i of o search
tha right

e, That s, how do we know a
1 sign of life?
cotifits as dispositie evidence of a

The LIFE and HWO projects plan to

study exoplanets for signs of water,
dd other modecules that may
the presence of life, Angerhausen
ibout the
hitable worlds, He
b that for the first thime in human
history, humans will soon have the

y search for
lifie im s cosamie nl‘lﬁhlk:llr!uunl
alysis, the new paper

rpressed optimisn
potential to discover b

i lmnliu{y tid syste

In the fing

asserts that the absence of evidence is not

evidence of absence

the right questions to lead us,

(Shroclaya Karantha is a freelance

selenoe writer.
shrevjayakaranthigmall.com}

ON CORNER

as Jomg as we allow

Dance of darkness

Q: What is a
black hole
merger?
Az b Black hale
merger happens
when twao black
holes —
extremely dense chjects with
gravity so strong that not even
light can escape — get close
and start orbiting each other,
Ower time, they lose energy by
sending out invisible rpples in
spacetime called gravitational
waves. As they spiral closer
together, their arbit shrinks
until they finally crash and
combine inte a single, bigger
black hole
This moment releases a huge
burst of gravitational waves,
which can be detected on the
earth by special abservatories
like LIGO in the US, Virge in
Italy, and KAGRA in Japan,
Think of the phenomenon like
two figure skaters spinning
toward each other and then
grabbing hands to spin faster as
ane, except in extreme physical
cenditions.
Catching these events allows
scientists to learn new things
about black holes and the
universe,
In fact, on July 10, an
international collaboration of
scientists reported discovering
an especially massive black

The impending colllshon of twa black heles is seen in this
atill Image from a computer simulation released by the
LG collabaration In 2016, miuTins

hole merger, named GW231123. LIGO, Virgo, and
KAGRA had detected gravitational waves from
the menger on Novermnber 23, 2021, In this event,
two black holes, about 137x and 103x the mass
of the sun, crashed together, forming an even
bigger black hole. This was unusual because
black holes in this mass range are thought to be
rare,

The discovery suggests large black holes might
form when smaller anes merge, not just from
dying stars, GW231123 also showed bath

inal black holes spinning really fast, which
challenges existing thecries of their existence.
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Comfortable position
Low inflation may not lead to another rate cut

The data released on Monday showed that the Consumer Price Index-based
inflation rate declined to 2.1 percent in June, as against 2.8 percent in May. The
decline was largely driven by lower food prices. The all-India Consumer Food
Price Index declined by 1.06 per cent, mainly because of lower vegetable prices,
whichdropped by 19 per cent. Given the forecast of a good monsoon, food prices
are expected to remain in check, However, it is worth noting that within the food
segment, the moderation in prices is not uniform. Prices of oils and fats, for
example, increased by aver 17 per cent and may require policy attention, Never-
theless, the headline rate is expected to remain at comfortable levels in the
coming months,

However, alower than expected inflation rate is unlikely to prompt the Mon-
etary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI} to further
reduce the policy repo rate in its upcoming August meeting for a variety of rea-
sons. First, anticipating favourable inflation outcomes, the MPC frontloaded
the rate cut in its June meeting by reducing the policy repo rate by 50 basis
points, Thus far, it hes reduced the policy rate by 100 basis points in the current
eyele and would want towait for it towork through the system. Second, the RRI
has taken several measures to ease liquidity conditions in the system, Asa
result, owing to significant surplus liguidity, the weighted average call rate
(WALCR) — the operational target of monetary policy — istrading below the repo
rate. More liquidity is expected to flow into the banking system as the reduction
inthe cash reserve ratio (CRR) takes effect. The REIhad reduced the CRR by 100
basis points in June, to be implemented in four tranches, Given the surplus
liguidity and the WACR trading below the policy rate, the MPC may not want to
increase accommodation immediately.

Third, monetary policy needs to be forward-looking and not be influenced
by last month’s inflation reading. It is worth pointing out that the June meeting
of the MPC projected the inflation rate at 4.4 per cent for the fourth quarter of
this financial year, and that is above the target of 4 per cent. Besides, in August
and subsequent meetings, the MPC would start focusing on inflation projec-
tions for 2026-27, Further, while the headline rate has declined substantially,
the core rate is running above 4 per cent. Therefore, unless the inflation projec-
tions for next financial year are substantially lower than the target of 4 percent,
whichlookunlikely at thisstage, the MPC may not find it prudent to reduce the
policy rate further.

Tesearch by REleconomists has shown that the natural rate, or the real policy
rate that is neither contractionary nor expansionary, is 1.4-1.9 percent (Q4FY24).
Thus, assuming the inflation rate remains around the target of 4 per cent in the
foreseeable future, the MIPC will likely keep the repo rate at the current level of
5.5 percent. The possibility of a rate cut will arise only if inflation projections are
significantly lower than the target. In terms of supporting growth, as things
stand, the MPC and RBI have done their bit, It is now for the government to
encourage Indian businesses to invest with sustained reform efforns,

Mind their language

The State should abstain from imposing choices

Thethree-language policy, under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, has
sparked an avoidable controversy that local politicians are exploiting. The labest
debate has been simmering for at least a year and reveals that no political party
is free of language chauvinism, Significantly, the controversy has roiled India's
more industrialised states — Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra {where
residents are being harassed for not being able to speak the local language) —
principally over fears over the impesition of Hindi, From blue- to white-collar,
allthreestates have been recipients and beneficiaries of large cohorts of migrant
workers from India's less prosperous northern and eastern states, the former
being predominantly Hindi-speaking, Sporadic incidents of violence against
migrants hed happened inthe past, but the NEP 2000 hes unwittingly succeeded
in taking it to a new level, If such violence is allowed to spread, the economic
benefits from migrant workers will soon disappear, striking a blow to these
states’ model of economic development.

The policy. being implemented in phases, stipulates that students learn at
least three languages. The policy does not mention any specific language. But
the recommendation that two of them should be “native to India” has raised
apy non-Hindi kil that the policy will lead to the
imposition of Hindi. These fears are principally on account of the federal gov:
emment's focus on Hindi usage in official communication, including the
redrafting of laws with Hindi names. Although the latest NEPstates that “nolan-
guage will be imposed on any state”, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin had
alleged earlier this year that the Centre was withholding funds for schemes
under the Right to Education {(RTE) Act because his government had not signed
anagreement with the government in Mew Delhi toimplement the NEP. In June,
the Madras High Court ruled that the C ' fi ial obligati the RTE
Act could not be contingent on NEP 2020 compliance,

But the latest controversy in Maharashtra has not allayed these misgivings. It
was sparked after the Bharatiyva Janata Party-led stabe government made it com-
pulsory for state-run primary schools to teach Hindi as a third language, apart
from English and Marathi, With municipal elections looming, the outbreak of viol-
ence against Hindi speakers and demonstrations asserting Marathi-speaking
identity caused the government to hastily backtrack. Given that language was
largely the basison which independent India's states were formed, the propensity
for politicians of all ical hues boit it for el 1 gains is high, For
instance, Congress-ruled Kamataka has been actively promoting Kannada,
instructing that all public signage be written in Kannada, and nncouragmg tlm
defacemnent of English signage, The NEF's th formula, which
introduced in 1968, offers convenient grist tothe local identity mill. At s time when

iondeb: cd-order
inism are needless, Equally, the choice of
languages at school bevel should be taken out of the political arena and left to par-
ents and students, The increasing integration of Indians, speaking a rich variety
oflanguages, both across the states and globally, demandsthat individuals be left
free to make the cholce that suits their circumstances best.
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Trump makes China great again

Assumptions about US decline are making China bolder
and more overbearing in its approach towards India

ILLLIETIRATIGN; BINAY L1k

Durlng my visiis to Ching in 2023 and 2024, 1
encountered a subdued and even Imistic mood

shy" Yet the general mood apy i fi-

the Galwan clash of 2020, was welcomed and there
was keen expectation that resumption of direct
flights, the reciprocal posting of jowrnalists, liberal
Issue of visas and maore people-to-people contacts
would follow swiftly.

‘There were complaints about the discrimination
faced by Chinese companies in India and the cam-
palgn to denigrate China and o project Indla as a
ok trugted investment destinatlon, These were

Inst China, which Yiopro-
fesslons of friendship, it was argued. In discussions
relating to economic relations, one Chinese Interoou-
torsaid that India should realise that “China can do
withowt India, but India could net dowithout China®,
polnting to s inabiliey to do without Chinese inter-
mediates and componenis.

‘Therewas adifferent tone on Paklstan, whichwas
descrlhedasan "Imuhu'nther I-.n.rller the Chinese

amang my Chinese interdocunors. The L.hlnevseemu
oy was inthe doldnms, thank

Landoptimisticthanthe previous
yaar 11 the Chinese emn.omy had not been able to

Inits property sector, which had been the mal:
of acceleraved growth for the past four decades,

The property sectar conatituted 30 per cent of the
annual gross domestic product (GDE) growth and
spawned many ancillary industries, supporting its
rapld development, When the property sector col-
lapsed In 2021, the knock-on effects

shakeoffits | malalse, the US economy was
seen o be on s "self-destruct course”,

‘There was pride in China having stood up suc-
cesafully o American bullying. leveraging lts
stranglehold on rare minerals and metals and on
other critical supply chalns. In the standoff on tar-
iffs, the US had to climb down. Therefore, despite

throughout the economy. The economy s still facing
deflatlonary pressures as consumption demand
remalns flat,

Inthe absence of decent returns from

bank deposits and volatile retuens from 3

equity markets, property investment
became a preferred rowte for Investing
personal savings because it promised
sustained appreciation in  property

values. The sharp decline In property

values has wiped out the savings of a

large  property-owning segment  of

soclety, and this has depressed con- -
sumer demand,

There Is also a shortage of employ-
ment opportunities for the younger and
educated youth entering the labour market, Over the
past three years, unemployment in the age group 18
to 25 vears has remalned stubbornly at 25 per cent.
Last year, one respected Chinese interlocutor
deacribed the economic siatlon as “dire”, com-
pounded by fears of an Impending trade war If
Donald Tremp returmed to power In Washinguon,

theChi y still facing headwinds, China
was belleved tobe in a relatlvely stronger position
than Its peer geapaolitical rival. The upbear mood
was also buttressed by the virtual ceding of the
global economic cooperatlon and
asslstance space by the US, eapeclally
the gurting of the USAID, China was
well positioned to walk in with s
renawed Belt and Road Initative and
expanded presence in Africa,
Recently. there have been stent
rumours of President X1 Jinping being
ousted from the top leadeship, and
reposts that there was growing resent-
ment In the People’s Liberatlon Anmy
(LA over the purging of several senlor
leaders, The PLA was sahi to be spear-
headi Ko lesder-
ship, Thiswasdi by my Chi rlocutors,
wh Insisted that Mr X1 was firmly in conteel, They
arpued that the arival of Mr Trumpin Washington and
the chaoshe had unleashed had enabled Mr X and his
supparters 1o underscore the even greater need for
atrong, tested leadership in China. The purges were

Druring my latest vislt to Belji thismonth,

dlamdased asbelng " " In party history. | do

1 asked the same Inver) ifth lc sltu-

not think thesa |

atlon had improved, He sald thar there were some
garly shoots of recovery but that it might take
another two to three years for the economy o get
back on track, | asked why private Investment was
atlll s(a,gnatlng despite msl.dmr X Jinping himsalf

purges are “normal” and reflect
acontinuing concern about the FLAS personal loyalry
1o Xl Jinping. The PLA could well emerge as the focal
podneof growing opposition wo Mr X1,

On India-China relations, conversations were
marked by & more aggressive tone and even amo-

toth vhi like gance pared 1o one's (! over the pre-
.-\!Ilhabaa.Inck]\.\.a.1heamwerwamhel1ngenng]nck vious two years, The resumption of high-level
of trust imthe party leadership —"once bitten twice it hie twin lides, daince

v long-
, describingthep
nership as "normal” engagement and cooperation
b I I hesl

thon I owning up to China's commitment to Pakis-
tan's security. It relnforces one's assessment that
China will do everything possible to upgrade Pakis-
tan's military capabllities tothe level that enables the
latter to continue to sarve as an effective proxy
against Indla,

Onthe Indian Ocean, Indlawas puton notloe that
possessi g the Largest navy In the world. China would
Inevitably expand ls maritime presence into the
Indizan Ovean to safeguard [ts sea lines of communi-
cation tothe Sowth China Sea; auﬂ(humelndlaualde
wiould dewell A1l Fr som
from the land to the sea.

‘This more abrasive and assertlve tone adopred by
some interlocutors while others yed a move
positive, friendly and cooperative artiude, s thestan-
dard Chinese approach, but one should take note of
the more overbaaring statements as they reflect a
renewed geopolitical assurance, thanks to assump-
tons about the decling of the United States. To the
extent that Ching belleves that Indla has allled with
ithe US o contakn Ching, the message to India s that
Its American connection ks losing its efficacy.

India should be prepaned to face a slem:lll';uI Brow-
Ing and multi-faceted security and economic chal-
lenge from China Inthe years ahead, Given the power
@ap betweaen the two countries, one should think of
asymmetrlc capabilitles and strategles to meet the
Chinachallenge, evenwhile asgmenting our capabil-
Irles at a faster pace than being achieved currently.
Tw things are urgent — one, an expanded and sus-
talned engagement with our sub-continental neigh-
bourhood to limit Chinese presence, and two, &
renewed engagement with East and Southeast Askato
make Act East a reality, In particular strengthening
economic and rade relations, Without the economic
plllar, our eastern flank will become a vulnerabilicy
rather than a shield,

The author is & former foreign secretary

Has Indianinequality come down?

A recent World Bank (WH) report has claimed that
between 2001-12 and 2002-23 Indla significantly
mducedmnmpllcm Inequallly lnd.'la‘st.lnl coeffi-
clent (a h

af the Income-consumgition relatlonship for low- and
middle-income households, The laser assumes that
for 70-B0 peraenl of h.ounh.cﬂds. the consumption

Simply put, except

lowest in the world, The WE's estimates of Indian
inequality are based on the official Household Con-
sumption Expendinre Survey (tHOES) 2022-23 data,
afteracoounting forsome but not all govermment-pro-
vided free gnods, and excluding consumer durables,
Many whoare accustomed wmedla reports clalm-
ing high Inequality inthe country have responded to
the WE's claims with scepticlam or outright dismissal,
The critlcs argue that, as HCES data does not capture
oomsumption by the elite, mewahnsundere-s(lmued
o inequaliry. vite World
Inequality Lab {WIL}studiestoargue that
India has a very high level of income
inequality. For an informed debate, we
must encounter the devil inthe detalls.
Allsurvey data across countries fall
o capture the elive consumption and
income, The problem is universal.
India is not an exception. The HCES
2022-33 uses the Modified Mixed Racall
Period (MMRP) method in line with
internatlonal best practices, making
the Indian data sultable for interna-

fior thatop 20-25 per cent, all famdlies spend more than
theyearn, year after year!

As an implicatlen of this implavsible assump-
tlom, the nceme of the bottom B0 per cent ks under-
estimated, This pulls down their natlonal income
shares, Conversely, the shares of top Income groups
areoverestimated,

Let's ignore these limitations and ask: 1s Income
Imequality increasing? Mo, Taking the WIL estimates
as is, berween 2007 and 2022, the income shares of
the bottom 50 per cant Increased from 13.9 per cent

to 15 per cent, while those of the top 10
per centdecreased from B8 per centto
577 per cent,

A high share of the top 1 percent ks a
concern, However, since 2016-17, the
Income shares of the top 1 per cent has
Increased by only 0,3 percentage points,
Duee to anti-tax evaslon measures raken
during this period, the high-Income
groups report more truthfully than
before. My research indlcates that most
of the i In vop income shares

tlonal comparisons,

‘While one can quibble over the precise decline In
India’s consumptlon inequality — whether the Ginl
decreased precisely from 268 In 201112 t025.5 In 20022
230r by less — the decrease |s substantlal and Indis-
purable. Similardy, a significant improvement in
India’s international ranking Is factual.

since 2014 are attributable o beter tax
Improved compli should maot be
mistaken for increased inequality.

To be meaningful, income Inequality should be
assessed based on post-tax, rather than pre-tax,
Imcomes, For instance, in the assessment year 2023-
24, the mp 1per cent of individual taxpayers pald 42

Regarding iIncome| lity, the medi il
mentators are partcularly ficated on the natonal
income shares of the top 1 per cent, as estimated b
the WIL, often unaware of the critical limitations of
thesa estimates,

Unlike consumptlon, there s no afficial datavet on
income distribution in India. S0, the WIL derives

| tax, Cot AXpEyers, the
top 1 percent pald 7277 per cant of the total e This
means that the post-tax income of top-income groups
Is enly 651075 percent of thelr incomes taken in'WIL
estimates, In contrast, for low-Income groups, the
estimates do not account forthe all-time highwelfare
transfers, which Lo ap

percentol el

1momedistr1h|tlnnsmjngtudamfnr e
groups. It Imates

of pross. product (GLOEF), On a post- lu posE-
subsbdy Income basis, one will find a decline in

Income inequality over the last decade.

‘What has gone unnoticed |8 that, In recent years,
Inherlted wealth is not the primary determinant of
Individual incomes. As many as 60 per cent of the
top-income reporters are first-generation entrepra-
neurs, cricketers, and other leaders from the fintech
and unicor spaces, Indla has produced the largest
numbser of first-generation billonalres, several in
thelr 208 and early j0s.

From a macroeconamie polng of view, the major
determinants of income inequality are the rate of
return on caplial vis-i-vis the GDP growth rate, When
the growth rate ls higher than the post-tax retums on
capital, an increasing share of natlonal Income goes o
Iabnul This reduces !nequal!ry m!eaifpadhug.bnm

remmsnnapdtslndmned[nrll!k.lnﬂatlnn and uuoes
suggest that the rate of return is smaller than the
growth rate, This, along with the Centre's fiscal sup-
por. has made growth inclusive,

Dataspeaks for itself. Berween 2012and 2023, Indla
‘has pulled around 320 milllon out of ext reme poverty,
hased on the Ingernational Foverty Line of $3 (at 2011
power parity). Per capl of
Fruit, vegerables, milk, egas, and other protein-rich
products ks ar an all-time high, As the two most recent
rounds of HCES show, the shave of cereals In total eal-
oreIntake hasdecreased. while that of healthler prod-
ucts has Increased, for all strata, Improvements are
st striking for the bottom 20 percent, Ifwe factored
Inall the policies targeted at the poor, such as Ayush-
man Bharat, the aggregate welfare levels would look
even better than the WE numbers suggest.

Admittedly, we need to do much more. The
Inequality can be reduced further by plugging the
loopholes In tax laws, But let's celebeate India's sue-
Cesses o0,

‘The author ks director, Delhl School of Economics,
and a member of the RBI's Monetary Policy Com:-
mittes and the Technical Expern Group for the fiest
Housahold Income Survey by Mospd,

Thevlews are personal

India’s Israeli bonds

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

India’s support forthe Palestinian cause
hias grown so feeble in the last decade
that soon lr might be hard to mmem‘bel
that Ind! he first

The author, who ks based in New
York, notes that India's arms imports
from Israel rose by 175 per cent berween
204 and 3019, The rade between these
countries increased from $4.52 billlonin
2014 1085.43 billion by 2008, These
mumbers show thar India’s increasing
proximiry to lsrael—and distance from
Palestine—needs to be studied more
carefully and comprehensively, There is
maove ot than the ideologlcal overlaps
between Zlonism and Hindutva,

This book also contextualises Indla's
dependence on lsrael with reference o
the fall of the Soviet Union and the

recognise the Pabestinian Liberation
Omganisation (PLO), m.u@l[heshlllln
Inctla’s fovel i

altered geopolitical siruation n its afer-
malh Indianeeded to upgrade its tech-

nctars foreign policy | lens, tha real )
tuni!nmmmplex_snu(ha\l'llc-an
Journaliss Azad Essa talks economicsin
hisbook, Hosrile Homelands: The New
Alllance between India and lzrael,

d equiprnent, and lsrael
puo\rbded what was required as “a
country willing tosell arms withour
asking too many questions, with an abil-
Ity to upgrade Busslan hardware and
crucially, & country more than willing to

mransfer technobogy to India self”

This baok also dispels the myth that,
before the Bharatiya Janata Party s vie-
rory In the last two natlonal electbons,
Indiaand lsrael did not have muchofa
relatbonship, Essa reveals that, in 1962,
when India was under attack from
China, Prime Minkster Jawaharlal Nehru

the Kargll War with Paklstan
I 1y, [t was larael that
came to India's rescue,
Countrles act in thelr self-
Interest. With this history,
India’s proximity to Lsreel s
o Surprise,

Itiswl h:lelyI known that

contacted hi David Indira
Ben-Gurdon — forhelp, "underining the  Gandhd was on friendly
backeh 15, batween the r terms with PLO Chalrman

ments”. He claimas that Nehru wanted
lsraed tosend weapons on "ships thatdid
niot carry the laraell flag”. Ben-Guron
wasnotamenghle. Apparently, Nehr
had to drop the request because he had
no chelee,

While reading this book, one real-
ises that India's relationship with Israel
iz an old one, even though no Indian
Prime Minister had visived lsrael until
2017, Mr Essa recalls that "India secured
more armaments from Tel Aviv in the
1965 and 1971 wars against Paklstan”
because the United States military
stopped selling weapons wIndiaanda
new supplier was needed, Even during

“Wasser Arafat, thisbook
clalmns that she had a “secret
liaison with the lsraelis”. Me

normalisation of relatlons
with lsrael 1s also the story of
the decline of the PLOasa
credible and legitimate rep-
resantatlve of the Palestinlan
" According i him,
the core Palestinlan demand
— the right of returm for mil-
lions of refisgees — was for-
saken withthe PLOS
recognition of lsrael In 1o8E
In return for a two-stare sol-
utkon, The Oslo Acconds,
which wereslgned in 1993,

Essa says thar the Special .i;::lemlndlnl\d “ondy served to further
Growp commandos sent by by Azad Essa entrench lsreel’s oocupation
Mrs Gandhi tocrush a rebel- Published by and made the llves of Palesti-
lion by Sikh fighters *within  \yealand Bogks nians nthe West Bankand

the Golden Temple com-
plex” In 19E4 were trainad by
“an elite branch of Mossad
commanders In 1983 under an agree-
ment with RAW". This sensational claim
| made on the basks of one news report.
e wishes that it had been backed by
moreevidence,

Mr Essawrites, "The story of Indla’s

T pages

59y Gaza Suipworse”.
The suthor also asks, “If
Indiawasan opponent of

colenialism and aparthedd, why does
11s agenda in Kashmir look sosimilar to
Israel's settler-colonial project in Pales-
tine®" This Is a bad-falth argument,
thowgh his polnt that India s replicat-
Ing counterterrorism lessons learmt

Fromn 1srael, and s also looking to
change the demographics in Kashmir,
arewell paken.

Unlike India. military service is com-
pulsory in ksrael. The tralning that
young people undergo while serving in
the Israell Defence Forces shapes their
wiew of Palestinlans, A large number of
Indlan cltlzens have no direct coneact
‘with the Indian military. Their percep-
thom of Kashmir s shaped not through
Indoctrination by the military but their
own experiences as touwrksts, Most Kash-
miriswelcome ndian tourists, as was
evident from the solidarity marches held
In Kashmir to protest the klling of
Indian tourists during a terrorist attack
In Pahalgam in April,

Moreover, the Kashmirconflict
Irvolves India and Pakdstan, The history
of this conflict. and the factors at play,
cannet be assumed to be the same asthe
conflict in West Asia,

The reviewer |s & journalist, educator,

and Hterary critic.
Instagram/X: @chintanwriting
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THEPATRIOT MISSILE SYSTEM, AND
HOWITISHELPINGUKRAINEINWAR

GERMAN DEFENCE Minister Boris
Pistorius is set to discuss the possibility
of Germany paying for American Fatriot
air defence systems for Ukraine, as he
heads to Washington to meet with U5
Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth,

O Sundany; LIS President Donald Trump
said the US would send an undisclosed
number of Patriots o Ukraine, and that the
European Union would pay for them,

Ukrainian President  Volodymyr

Jenskyy h N dofensiveca.

issile def; "

Patriot
Shovakia, Reweers File

pabilities, among them Patriot systerms and
missibes, to ferd off attacks from Russia.

What is the Patriot system?
The Patriot, short for Phased Array
Trackmglhdarfu(lnmr:nptmTazgrl isa
v-to-air missile defence sys- by is it used?
temdeveloped hyRaythmTechnn]oglm Raytheon has built and delivered
Itis considered one of the mostad-  more than 240 Patriot fire units, accord-
vancedairdefencesystemsintheUSarse-  ing to its website, These have been
naland has been inservice since the 19805, shipped to 19 countries, according to
Atypical battery includes radarand  Raytheon, including the US, Germany,
control systems, a power unit, launchers,  Poland, Ukraine, Japan, Qatar, Saudi
and support vehicles, The systemcanin-  Arabia and Egype,
tercept aircraft, tactical ballistic missiles, In January, Axios reported the LIS had
and cruise missiles, dependingonthe in-  transferred abowt 90 Patriot interceptors
terceptor used. from lsrael to Ukraine.

shoot down a Russian Kinzhal missile,
which Moscow claims is hypersonic.

How does the Patriot work?

The system has different capabilities
dependingon the type of inbercepior used,

The earlier FAC-2 interceptor uses a
blast-fragmentation warhead that deto-
nates in the vicinity of a target, while the
PAC-3 family of missiles uses more acou-
rate bec hitsthe irectly,

Itis not clear what kind of Patriot sys-
tems have been donated to Ukraine, but
it is likely thar Kyiv has at least some of  Why
the newer PAC-3 CRI interceptors. systems?

The system's radar has a range of Kyiv has consistently asked Western al-
maore than 150 km, the Morth Atlantic  lies formone air defences toprotect critical
Treaty Organization [NATO) said in 2005,  infrastructure and civilian areas from fre-

Although the Patriot was not ongl- qumtRusnan mml]u and drone attacks.
nally designed to intercept C iot system:
weapons and Raytheon has not yet con- — are assanml to defending key targets
firmed if it is able to do so, in May 2023 from Russia’s escalating long-range at-
the US confirmed Ukraine had wsed itto  tacks. REUTERS

WHY THEEARTH ISSPINNING FASTER
THAN BEFORE—FORNOW

IT'WOULD not be summer withoat the
stretched out days, But when it comes to
the full astronomical day — asingle rota-
tion of planet Earth in which the hour
hand moves twice around a standard
chock — some of this year's shortest will
be in July and August,

Last week has seen the shortest days
of the year so far, According to data posted
on July 11 from the US Maval Observatory
and the International Earth Rotation and
Reference Systems Service, rotation on
July 9 was about 1.34 milliseconds less

Howmuch does it cost?

Anewly produced single Patriot bat-
tery costs more than 81 billion, including
3400 million for the system and $690 mil-
lion for the missiles in a battery, accord-
ing to the Center for Strategic and
International Studies,

Patriot interceptors are estimated at
around $4 million per missile, CS15 says,

ergy lost from the tides. The Moon's grav-
itational tug is responsible for tidal
changes on Earth, Tidal currents heat the
ocean very slightly, dissipating energy,
which shows the rotation of Earth and lets
the Moon move farther away as time
jpasses, [ Atthe moment, the rate of retreat
is around 4 cm each year,)

In other words, the Moon and Earth
can be thought of as a single systerm
whose total angular momentum — a
measurement of its rotation — is con-
stant, As thee Moon expands its orbit, and

than 24 hours, its angular momentum increases, Earth's
angular momentum must decrease,

Not all days are equal That'swhythe days grow longer, Butthat is
Thisis not ¢ oftheordi-  aprocess that takes billions of years and is

nary: Earth's spins have been faster than
usual lately, The average day has mostly
shmr_'ned over the past decade, ancl \Mﬂun
50, the full

clocked inatahair lessthan 24 hours moee
often than not. Factors driving the change
include movernents at Earth's core, aimos-
phericchanges and the Moon's pasition,

complicated by short-term fluctuations,

In the short-term

ies of data show that the speed
n[Earlh's rotation has never been steady,
There have been slow periods, like the
early 19905 or 1970s, when the length of
a day regularly surpassed 24 hours by

But long-term trends dunntﬁu,ggust mre than 2 milliseconds, And there have
that the days wi i b periods, like now.
fact, itis just the uppmm Formany mll- Many factors within and above Earth
lennia, days h inglonger. & drive these changes. These include move-
Tyrannosaurus rex that lived 70 million  mentof materials within the planet, from
years ag jencedanav-  the core to the mantle to the crust,
erage daily rotation of about 23 1/2 hours, Recent studies have shown that oi-
studies have found, mate change could also become a key

The lengthening trend is expected o
continue, acconding bo researchers,

driver of longer days. When ice meltsinto
the sea, it spreads water away from the
poles and toward the Equator. That
makes the planet more oblate, which can
show its rotation. THENYT

Tug of the Moon

The main reason has to do with en-

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 16,2025
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MEWDELHI, JULY 15

AS SHUBHAMSHU Shukla and hiscollmagues
on the Axiom-4 mission ok their first steps
om the recovery boat after coming out of the
space capsule, they needed some assistance,

1t wyill be some days before Shukla, who
returned o Earth on Tuesday after spending
20 days in space — 18 of which were spent
on the International Space Station — can get
back to nonmal life. Bodies of astronauts un-
dergn various stresses in space, and reguine
time fo recover.

Space environment

Thee human bady is under stress in space
e to microgravity conditions and exposure
tocertain radiations that are absentor benign
on Earth. The impact of these stresses depends
on the length of the astromaut's stay in space,

During one of his interactions from the 155,
Shulkla had said he did not feel his usual selfin

the first feww days.
“lt's the first time for me, sol don't know
what to expect [upon return|. ... did have

SOME SYMPoms coming up, so | am hoping
that [ will not have it going down,” he said,

Mission cummandm Peggy Whitson, who

e, said, !

}
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-
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Recovery after space journey

Shubhanshu Shukla, the first Indian on the ISS, is back to Earth, but it will be a few days before he can be
his normal self. The body is impacted by microgravity, and needs to readjust to conditions on Earth

HOW SHUKLA RETURNED FROM THE ISS

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft transported Shubhanshu Shukla and
others to the International Space Station and also brought them back. It
remained docked to the 1S5 for the period the astronauts were on board.

B Dragon undocked from

the 155 at 4.45 pm 15T on

Monday to begin its 20-hour

journey to Earth. The spacecraft

worbited Earth several times as it
itseelf to th

pe v
ple get space maotion sickness coming uphill made a splashdown in the Pacific
and some people get it going downhill, lama Ocean at 3 pm IST on Tuesday.

divwmhill person where ldon't really adjust. ..
| as| well to gravity as | adjust to microgravity”,

Getting back to normal

The first thing that the four astronauts,
back in Earth's air after almost three weeks,
did afer walking out of the Grace space cap-
sule was to undergo a health check. They
were then taken by helicopter to the NASA
Space Centre in Houston, where they will rest
for the next few days,

The astronauts’ health paramieters will be
manitored closely — and based on the read-
ings, personalised reconditioning plans will
be worked out for each, The recovery plan
will fcus on improving mobility, balance,
flexibility, aerobic conditioning, strength, en-
durance, and the bady's ability to sense its
position and movernent.

Detailed post-flight medical checks wse-
ally continue for a week or longer after re-
tum, Imipacts on the functioning of the heart,
bones, eyes, and immune system are
watched, apart from things like sleep disor-
der and headaches.

Astronauts experience space sickness in
their initial days as the brain is :nnlusrd by
the gravity and acceleration inf it

The Astiom-4 crew were assisted out of the Dragon spacecraft onto the
recovery vehicle, after their return from the 155 on Tuesday, Adam Spaceant

com

Crew Dragon autonomously

undocks from the 155, and uses
its boosters bo move away from the
space laboratory. Mestration NASA

Before re-entering the Earth's

atmosphere, Dragon detaches
its trunk to reduce mass and save
Fuel. Mestrarion SpaceX

Dragon's

The four main parachutes

reduce Dragon's speed
drastically asit glides down atan
angle for a safe splashdown. Nasa

receives from the inner ear — information
that is essential for maintaining balance on
Earth, Living in microgravity teaches the
brain to not listen to the inner ear, which be-
comes a challenge when the astronauts re-
turn to Earth, as they face difficulty in stand-
ingup and walking.

Also, bodily fluids tend to shift because of
microgravity conditions, and usually move
o the wpper part of the body in space —asa
result, astronauts experience light-headed-
ness or dizziness after thr:y retum.

verein Shuk]aand s crew mates whiospent
just lE :Iaysnnthu I55. Astronauts on previ-
o ions have been abh

normal lives a week or two after their returm,

Need for reconditioning
Astronauts need reconditioning after

coming back to Earth to deal with their

symptoms such as problems with ha.]m

Simpler, safer: Why spacecraft prefer
splashdowns over landing on ground

ALIND CHAUHAN
MEW DELHI, JULY1S

THE SPACECRAFT carrying Indian astromaut
Shubhanshu Shukla and his three colleagues
o the Axiom-4 mission splashed down in
the Pacific Ocean on Tuesday after a 20-hour

pace Station

enough time for it to decelerate o speeds
that are sui foravertical |

ground, Additional braking systems, and
structures like landing legs would be re-
quired,

It is safer to land a spacecraft in water
even when it is travelling ar 25-30 km per
hour — the speed of the Axiom-4 spacecraft
at the time o}'splaﬂsduwn The low viscos-
ityand high much

1
tohring back astronauts from space, though
some spacecraft also make a landing on a
Uy hlm anaircraft, But the latter has spe-

greater cushion, Whlh.‘ it d.eus not ensure a
completely smooth landing, it absnrhs
& from the impact m-

cial needs icated

gaze, and difficulty
Thﬂ reconditioning process includes
training the astronauts to start listening o
their inner ear again, helping with motion
contred, and taking care of conditions thy

systems, and is usually costlier,

For its Gaganyaan programme, Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has de-
signedac madule that will land on sea.

ey
face while standing. It also deals with their
perception of movement of their own badies,
strength, and endurance,

According to NASA, around 92 of astro-
nauts experience post-flight injuries. They
may suffer muscle sprains, tendon-related
injuries, and fractures.

Why water is preferred
Splashdown is generally a simpler and
safer option, When a spacecraft begins to re-
enter the Earth's atmosphere, at an altinude
of 110-120 km, it is usvally travelling at
speeds up to 27,359 km per hour. There isn't

agetoth ecraft’s structure, payload, or
the crew inside.

like the hull of aship, and keeps them bob-
bing an the surface,

How landing is executed
‘When a spacecraft re-enters thL‘ Earth's
it experiences dec d
to friction. But additional measures are re-
quired to show it to safe speeds.

One such method is the use of para-
chutes. Spacecraft usually deploy two drag
(or drogue) parachutes first, which stabilise
the vehicle fidlowing re-entry, and reduce
speed, The Dragon spacecraft de ploys these
parachutes at around 18,000 feet.

At about 6,500 feet, the ergur: para-
chutes are detached,

Theother is thy fvast

slow

open spaces, On the g o, the Landing lo-
cation has to be precisely defined; in the
ocean, there is no danger of hitting some-
thing else even if the spacecraft is dragged a
hit off-course by air orwater currents.

The capsules are designed to float on
‘water. They are conical in shape, and either
their top or bottom [depending on how
they land) is rounded metal, which works

chutes are released, which o
the spacecraft further,

The spacecraft does not travel vertically
to Earth, but glides down at an angle, From
the point of re-entry o touchdown, it trav-
erses a distance of 5,000-7000 km, During
this time, its speed comes down to about 25-
30 km per hour, which is safe for a splash-
down in the ocean,

Grok’s praise for Hitler s part of A deeper Al problem. Here's the reason why

assume ih ik fram a probability di in at any step.
KARANMAHADIK mﬂlgncnduewthmrahllny 0 gEnerate co- Thcsuhanumt tokens will be generated
MNEW DELHI, JULY 15 In2021
hhad.

ELON MUSK'S artificial intelligence (Al)

mmcmpodgcnm‘trur:mmls nostndmt

company Al has apologised for the “hor-
rific behaviour" of its chatbot, Grok, which
last week posted praise for Adolf Hitler.
This March, the behaviour of Grok,
which was integrated into Musk's social
media platform X in 2023, drew the atten-
tion of India's IT Ministry after it returned

probabilistic or andom-function - systems,

These systems are built on "synthetic
text extruding machines"”, according o
Emily M Bender, a professor of linguistics at
the University of Washington and co-au-

There are two major sources of the un-
contradlability of output, Bender said.

The first deals with system design.
Chatbots achieve great appar-
ent fluency by mimicking
word-use patterns in huge
datasets, There are bound to

Al

widely on

The second source of unoontrollability is
user context. During the training stage, a
model’s parameters are adjusted so thar it
leairns to perform tasks well, Once the model
B thesl—and

might involve odeor

B Brute

In2015,Coogle

updated module. However, LLMs are not

rypallynmrnd once deployed. Mostad-
only be mad ficially,

"The decpnrlt isin the pipeline — thc

integrated its Photos app with image recog-
nition software that identified Black people
as porillas, It then tried o “fioc the issue by

deepest g data, t

the only type of learning there-

afteris in-context leaming.
“Even if the systern is con-

strained m ourput only a few

thorof the paper (On

tic parrabs; Gon knguage
“Th

ymistic lurs in Hindi slang.
Determinants of Al behaviour
There have been problems with ourput
from other chatbots toe, For instance,
Google's Gemini recently generated histor-

ically inacourate images.
Large Language Models | LLMs) are often

e, but rather outputting sequences of
words hased om their training data,” Bender
told The indian Express,

Their probabilistic nature also explains
why users rarely receive the same output
rwice. Even if the input token (a word or
characters) is the same, the model could
sample a slightly different output token

care” — orifitwas done with the assumption
that including all the bigotry online some-
how produces a mone *objective” or “unbi-
ased™ putcome, Bender said.

The data used by chatbots when an-
swering questions also matters, Grok has
been instructed to use data on X, and thisis
one reason why it reflects opinions that are

fstochis- busr.lmhu. worrent fied phrase
ig?). dataifth on duri setupacontext, deli ornot, thatwill
aren't'saying' amythi the pre-training stage “wasn’t done with  make the output harmiul,” Bender said.

Post-deployment controls

On Saturday, xAl said it had removed a
set of hard-coded instructions that caused
Grok to veer off-course, However, some
users said the newly rv:lnasnd Grok 4 con-

But

Eraining, and query ti itisto
change the model's behaviour,” Nirant
Kasliwal, an AlMachine Leaming engineer
and founder of LLM c firm

make Al miodels umr,lu
B Modifying system prompts:
Developers can exert some control over a

ScaledFocus, told The Indign Express, He said
it was unlikely that Grok's base model
would now be cha
Some hand-aid solutions are generally
used to realign a chatbot's behaviour:
EHand. i LI Mis can
be trained to provide p ined re-

prompts that will remain constant across
multiple user interactions, Howewver, LLM
outputs can also be adversely influenced
through prompt injections,

L] RLrewards: Reinforcement
Leamning (RL)encourages the model to goto-

sponses to questions such as "What model
are you?”, If a few hundmd such comeersa-

tionsare added:

wards solutions that tanswers.
Thiaakert
feedback hich

1z the Almodel

orbad.

tinuses to returm
In traditional software, fixing a bug

epaperindianexpressicom I W

But there have been instances of Al

can be mepected to pa o

finding
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The Mil

lennium Village

Flood-hit Gurugram’s problemisn't primarily physical infrastructure, it's a state of mind that has no
concept of a public beyond family, caste and class circuits

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

THE S0-CALLED Millennium City's water-
|ogging problems are in the news again, In
Gurugram, flats and houses that sell for
prices that compare to real estate in
‘Western countries and rentals with rates
comparable tethe starting salaries of many
white-collar professionals have become is-
lands surrounded by surging water after
rain-induced floods, As a result of the wa-

there were al uts
to the electricity supply as the privately
owned transformers that kickin when the
povernment supply fails also went under-
water. There was, reasonably enough, an
‘outcry over the state of infrastructure ina
locality that is home to the offices of many
Fortune 500 companies and a citizenry that
has achieved wealth in many walks of
Elobal activity and expects a certain level
of an “international” lifestyle,

But Gurugram's problem is not prima-
rily physical infrastrocture. It is one of the
mental attitudes through which our cities
are built and ocoupied. Physical infrastrsc-
ture is not so difficult to build and operate.
How we choose to live in urban environ-
ments — which are supposed to rid us of
“backeward” rural attitudes — has always
been a more complex task, Itis made more
complex in places such as Gurugram be-
cause new urbanism has simply built upon
old attitudes rather than changing them.
The most fundamental of these is the idea
of publicness or the distinction between
the private and the public,

When we think of contem porary ur-
hanisation in India, the easy way out is to
blame its |II; an privatisation and that
largely cancept of
alism*, where the state is supposed to have
ceded ground to private capital, Publicin-
terest would have been much betrer

ii

shopping plazas appear to speak of a new
public life, but that is a mirage,

Urban lifie in Gurugram is largely organ-
ised through the idea that there is no pub-
lic except that which belongs o one's fam-
ily, caste and class circuits. [tis this that also
lies at the heart of what passes lr.ll urban

which people live, This, however, has little
tndnwn‘hm prwatﬂnnnufu:handwe]-

Ar time. th

served, itis frequently had pub-
lic authorities looked after the welfare of
citizens, This gross oversimplification over-
looks the history of publicness in our
everyday lives, one that also lies at the
heart of the state of Gurugram and other
such urban developments.

The first “licence” for private develop-
ment was issued to the Delhi Land and
Finance (DLF) corporation on April 21, 1981,
under the Haryana Development &
Regulation of Urban Areas Act of 1975 inthe
village of Chakkarpur in Gurgaon district.
Everyday social life in Chakkarpur, as in all
villages around it, was organised through
the arrangements of caste; Pubic life was
entirely expressed through caste hierarchics
and befiefs. Who could say what, puywiv:m
and cl garbage feaste,
There was no generalised public life but,
rather, one that was L-ntlmly expressed
through th if caste., You

p in Gurugram is taking
place in what were earlier its rural hinter-
lands, the areas furthest away from Delhi.
Lands are being bought, sobd and cleared for
residential, commercial and infrastrecture
purposes, It is not difficult to see how, while
multiple modern technologies are being
used for mapping and digitising records to
make land market-ready in these areas, the
mm pnuatecq:lnlandcmzem have mm-
ther il
through wilfully r!]cctmgﬂm!dna of pub-
licness and public welfare.
1

thon (chakbandi and l'afabandr] an: impor-
tant for the ratic

When we think of
comtemporary urbanisation
in Indis Sy way out is
o blame its ills on
privatisation and that largely
meaningless concept of
‘neolibers
staee is supposed to have
ceded ground to private

al. Public interest would
have been much better
served, it is frequently

the

sm', where the

might otherwise be scattered or irregular
lards that prevent the construction of roads
and other infrastructure, However, in most
cases, these are also contexts when pan-
chayat lands — meant for general benefit —

looked after your own, "New Gurgaon” has
simply built on that, keeping the old social
attitudes alive while giving off the idea of
newness, New highways, metro stations and

are iated for personal use and profit.
The assistance of a variety of government
officials — able to bend GIS technologies
that are meant to produce transparency to
the needs of private benefit — is, of course,

had public
authorities looked after the
welfare of citizens, This gross
:n’n:r.taimp]iﬁr:niuu overlooks
the history of publicness in
our everyday lives, one that
also lies at the heart of the
state of Gurugram and other
such urban developments,

CR Sasthumar

crucial, As urbanisable land is built upon
and becomes urban, the attitudes towards
publicness displayed in appropriating pub-
lic lands for private benefic slmply scatter
indiffe directions, The re-f; of
rural spaces into urban ones is not accom-
panied by adifferent artinede towards pub-
licness and public welfare,

Gated residential enclaves, where the
problems of public life are simply pushed
‘out to the spaces and people beyond the
walls, are not really a dramatically new
phenomenon, They are merely the con-
crete manifestations of mentalities that
linger under the appearance of change, The
roads and underpasses that surround the
Inury apariments and which get routinely
Rooded and engulfed by rainwater do so
because of the mental infrastructure
through which city planning and design
happens. That rural state of mind that ap-
propriates public lands for private profitis
simply reproduced within urban spheres
wihere the idea of the public — ifitever ex-
isted — has largely disappeared.

City planning does not require “smart”™
planning and “smart" technologies such as
CCTY and “command and control” centres
designed by global consultancy companics
with little idea of kocal conditions of life. The
maost fundamental aspect to be incorpo-
rated into planning for city life is the idea of

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Trumgp's pledge on Monday to send Patriot mi

ibes to Ulkraine, along witha

broader weapons deal to be financed by Europe, appeared to confirm the wisdom
of the EUS cautious approach as the President’s unedifying bromance with
E GUARMMAN

Vladimir Putin sours,”

A common thread
of exclusion

Inboth the SIR in Bihar and language politicsin
Maharashtra, the migrant worker is
alienated, disenfranchised

ANISHA GEORGE

THE PRESENT POLITICAL moment in Inckia
is another demonstration of the now rou-
tine politics of alienation and exclusion.
On the one hand, the Election
Commission has announced a revision of
the vier list in Bihar, requiring elaborate
paperwork that effectively stands to ex-
clude millions of poor migrant workers
spread across the country. On the other
hand, multiple parties have made a great
show over the language issue in
Maharashtra, with poor migrant workers
being vilified and made the primary target
— many have recently been beaten up for
not speaking Marathi. This s also a grow-
ing trend across southern states, where

work in a single industry or city, Even if
they do, their ability to build a life and
livelihood in cities is further constrained
by the costs of living that inhibit reloca-
tion with family and the lack of health-
care, food rations, and vating rights, It fails
to provide them any form of social secu-
rity or avenue for claims-making,
Maoreover, at the slightest sign of distress
in cities — remembser Covid — migrants
are pushed out withoue the slightest re-
marse, When destination states have
nothing bt irregular work at low wage
rates io offer such immigrants, what is the
moral, ket alone constitutional, basis of de-
manding such cultural assimilation?
The political rights of labouring immi-
gxanLi are an MH more Tﬁught subject,

graphic dividend by failing to provide
quality education, empboyment or social
security to its youth, As a result, we have
a large mass of "footloose labour” wan-
dering the breadth of the country for
work. Further, imbal anced regional devel-
opmentin the country has meant that the
historically better-off regions have con-

the opposition to Hindi i

tinwed to flourish others, For

Centre has been countered by the impos-
tiom of state languages on precarious “out-
siders”, Such disenfranchisernent of the
mobile poor in both origin and destina-
tion states in India is a threat to their ba-
sic citizenship rights.

The language issue in India is an exis-
tential one, Who are we as a people?
‘What is our identity as a nation? To
many, a singular Ianguagg isindispensa-

instance, despite being a high-remittance
(domestic/international ) state, Bihar has
oneof the lowest credit-to-deposit ratios
in the country, More general ly, the agrar-
ian crisis and India's jobless grovth have
sun.!d o push the working poor into the
vast i ‘which fails to idde
any security of work or pay.

Those who provide this cheap Iabnul.
then, are rmdllycha!acmnsud as "ero-

ble to national i | To others,
unity lies in diversity, Strikingly, both
parties are caught in tangles when it
comes to poor migrant workers. These
waorkers, predominantly hailing from the
poarer and more populows northem and
eastern parts of India, migrating io the
west and south, are identified as linguis-
tic/cultural others, if not inferiors, at mi-
gration destinations, This vastly hetero-
geneous demography is variously
essentialised as bhoiya, Hindikara,
vadakkan, Bongoligal, Bihari, etc. Their
own rich and varu.-d linguistic back-

nomic predators
cover up their own failings in reining in
market players and generating decent
employment for the masses in general,
State politicians mobilise such ethnolin-
guistic solidarities to paper over deep-
rooted intra-state tensions of class and
caste, The immigrant outsider, evidently
nobody's constituency, is an easy politi-
cal target fior dehumanisation. Politicians
everywhere oppose the extension of ur-
‘han howsing and voting rights to poor im-
migrants and try to restrict citizenship
clalm; mthcu points of origin. However,

grounds ed to Hindi, mives like
a language that may also bc aln:n Lo Blhal |mm|gﬂnts palitical rights back
them, but a gateway dge-  ho eatened.

ographies in search of work, Hindi, for
better or for worse, has become the lan-
guage of the labour market today.
‘Whether fram the Northeast, Punjab or
Telang.ma workers are increasingly

publict d thi nat without this
wie have nothing but a hollow moderniry.
\Wspundancnnmulsa:mnt adtlmedu-
iz the past and if

ic lives of past Itknm
strange wariness in giving the same atten-
thon to the problems of the present that lie
at the heart of the fooded streets of
Gurugram and other cities that challenge
our claims to civilisational achievements,

The writer is distinguizhed research
professor, Department af Anthropology and
Sociology, SOAS University of Londan

The work of decolonisation

Arelookis needed at the functioning of all the agencies working on monuments

ersion of Hindi to getby;
in the process, losi hof their own

ﬂmdlsmﬂlanchlsmmnmlmurlmmu-
Erants comees at a time when the country
is wet to recover from the post-pandemic
recession fully, and workers are yet to re-
sume pre-pandemic levels of migration,
‘While the loss of workers is peribous todes-
tinati [and o economic growth),

cultural identity and heritage.

Srates that insist on workers learming
their respective state languages ane seek-
ing to extract cultural assimilation in ex-
change for economic citizenship.
Hewwever, the latter is scarcely forthoom-
ingz. Workers barely manage tofind steady

the loss of migration avenues is even more

duction ). Parties preying on the poor are
against both democracy and politics,

The weriter teaches ar Azim Premji
University, Bengmluri Views are personol

A MORAL IMPERATIVE
THIS REF‘ERS TO the editorial, “Shine

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TEST OF RESILIENCE
THIS REFERS TO the report, At end of

LI, Juby 15 °Th
report on ﬂm tragic crash of J\lr lndla
Rlight 171 an

short, Jadeja stands tall' (IE, juby 15, Thc
third Test conclwded at Lond®

answers. s late-night rebease, vagoe [an-
guage, and the disclosure ufunly some

audiocli it

CONCETMS. ab-

was a stirring reminder of why Test
cricket remains the ultimate test of skill,
character, and endurance, While India
may have fallen short by 22 runs, the

TARUN VIJAY

"The history of India is not just about slevery,
The histary of India is ahout emerging
victorious,.. The mistake of not keeping
those events in the mainstream is being
rectified mow” — Narendra Modi

PLITTING THEMARATHA Military Lanclscapes

Shivai, There have also been eff deive  National Authority was asked to
imtex thee history of tribal ¢ ities' wars Tis Hazaric iFirwwould

ofi i pecifically ik inits precinas.
the Ta:-l(hamtl Wa:r{lﬂ!!l] These are just a The Marathas conguened Dedhiin 1757 un-
few Modi wi- der Raghunath Rao and in 1771 under

sion of resurrecting India's glorious history
and detoedng colonised minds.

Mahadaji Shinde, They controlled the Red Fort
and continued to rule until 1803, when the

Importance. [t was not even responded i,
Mangarh has been a place of the greatest
reverence for P& Modi, He visited the place
mary times before he became Gu;alar E'M.
as PO, The NMA vi
and recommended that it be declared a
Monument of Mational Importance. It was the

nnﬂwum\‘.\aﬂdﬂmumhmsasmﬂ- Asdlaumanof h wnts  British them in the second  site of the massicn’:ed'mam than 1500 Bhil
icant step manu-  Ihad an toflag  Anglo-Maratha War, The British took Delhi  tribals by 1913
ments of wictory and glory and decolonising — some anomalies and sugngﬂuuy.'sin thc fromithe Marathas Aughals This iting for he matter,
the heritage space. The momentum must be ation, v fact, toa, i missing from the Red Th 100 i
taken ﬁmhmasthlsmahadbmnmglened a hst of 3,685 Monuments of Natlonal Fort museum, l‘lw NM!\ stluggled fortwo  Tota-Maina Ki Kabr that have absolutely no
foralong time post-nd o that have broughtouti yearstol awallofho-  history. Nobody knows what they represent
M are our collecti facets of Indian history, nour insidie the fort withouwt amy success, and why they have been declared

etched instone, After Independence, therv:
weas little effort to correct the mindset of
teachers and those preparing history
books, The colonial mindset continued
even in the preservation of monuments
and archacological sites. Teaching took
place under the shadow of what P Modi
has called the history of our defeat and the
stories of enemies' victories.

nment that
the decolonisation drive has begun, ghing us
new insights into the history that the British
and the Left cabal sought t bary, It has high-
lighted the stories of King Subeldev, Rani
Durgavati and Lachit Barphaskan, The founder-
keing of Delhi, Maharaja Anangpal Tomar, was
long ignoned — now, Anang Tal, which was a
neglected sewer reservoir, has been deslg—
nated a Monument of MNational |

Afzal Khan, the cruel general serving the
Adil Shahi dynasty of Bijapur, believed a
pmphcyabnul his death before his "meet-
ing” with Shivaji. Some tales suggest that he
keilbed his mamy wives the night before he de-
parted toencounter his foe, We know Shivaji
leilbed himn Bt the graves of his wives are now
a Monument of Mational Importance in
Bigapur. Maharani Tarabai Bhonsle fought the
Mughals and ruled as a Maratha queen for 30
iears, But her smmadii is in ruins in Satara [t
deserves the honourof being a Monument of
Mational Importance.

On the Dethi-Meerut highway, there lies
anondescript grave of Bnush soldiers who

Monuments of National Importance.
Similarly, some Monuments of National

were kilbed by local in 1857,
This was declared a Monument of Mational
Impaortance, But the Kali Paltan Augharnath
temple, Meerut, a renowned place that
housed revolutionaries and Purabia soldiers
— ashelterfior the marching anmies of the free-
dom strugeke — has been refused the honour.

There isn't a single af

e, like the Mehammad Gauri Ke
Scmapatl Ki Chhatri and Babur Ka Bagicha
(where he is said to have sraynd for a few

sence of clarity on whether this was a
technical failure or human error, yet the

match was a showcase of resilience —
not least from Ravindra Jadeja, It was

reports for thelat-
ter, The repart’s silence on Boeing's de-
e e 4

and the lack of a press briefing mrth‘;
undermine transparency. As with the
Boeing 737 MAX crisis, downplaying

5

after tea, especially when the tail could-

n't provide him the support he so richly

deserved, Jadeja’s determination under
fassin

pr
temperament and grit. While the loss

DANGEROUS BILL
THIS REFERS TOthe report, Life term, 10-

early warnings can hmgﬂw conse- buerts, such performances give fans hope

quences. Afull, i belief.

amoral imperative, Sanjay Chopra, Moholi
K Chidanand Kumar, Fengafury

RIGHTS AT RISK
THIS REFERS TO the article, When the
sr.lum:l of polmcs is shrill' {IE, |uly 15),

lakh fine; Punjab i anti-sacri-
lege Bill'(AE, July 15). The Pun]ahga.!m-

ment'srec

Spedial
Safety Bill could limit citizens' right to
[me spcech turning itinto a Iumly

isa reflection of the state's
wounds and the public sentiment sur-
roundingincidents of desecration, While
the intent may be rooted in justice, rlm

hiours ), diefy any logic

of National Importance from Kashmir, like

Martand, Parihaspore or Harwan, was ever

rl:cummcndcd to be declared a UNESCO
ite, and none has b

Mational Importance connected with the
Dalit struggle and B R Ambedkar's life. His
first primary school in Satara and the Sayaji

The great Sikh warrior Baba
conguered Delhi in 1783, made the Mughal
‘empernr pay fines and constructed seven gur-
dwaras including Sis Ganj Sahib, His 30,000
Sikh soldiers camped near the Red Fort — and
so,thec as Tis Hazari. But

Excavations at Rakhigarhi have rmamd.lhc

nowhere, even in the Red Fort Museum, is
there any mention of this conguest. The

Baug Banyan iree, where he re-
solved to bring equality for all Indians, now
lenowm as Sankalp Bhumi, have yet to be ac-
‘cepted as national monuments,

After a detailed site inspection by the
NMA, the Governor of Kerala sent a recom-
mendation to declare the birthplace of Adi
Shankara, Kalady, a Monument of National

even asecurity guard,

I had recommended a relook at the
functioning and mandates of all the agen-
cies working on monuments to unshackle
them from the colonial mindset, We need
an Archaeological Foundation o preserve
civilisational and revolutionary monu-
ments of ndia,

The bmrerm:rhmm Nationgl
A

beoac BIII

ple. lllu.-wse me uncalled-for Spmal
Intensive Revision exercise in Bihar,
where the election to the state
Assembly is around the corner, is

d: Elll risks mmqu pu'hllcoutmgu |nm
ch, With if

i democracy, Expecting cit-
izens, many of whom live in abject

and ol i

paverty,

it gives ex-

y weight b plaints that
may not always arise from genuine
grievance. The Bill punishes not just des-
ecration, but even atternpts at it, creat-
ing a slippery slope. For the law to earn
legitimacy, it must be guided by precise
definitions, procedural safeguards and
stmngnmuagalnstmm

Challa, Kuruksherma

wthe ise. [thasled toafear
ufmdmnfﬁmhumnmamngtm
electorate, The ruling dispensation
rushes to criminalise dissent every
chance it gets; thisis an old story, When
the roles of the government and
Opposition are reversed, they will re-
gret these decisions,

S H Quadri, fikaner

tharity

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .




\ THEINDIANEXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 16,2025

12 s THE EDITORIAL PAGE
Hedging against America
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= FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SHE TOO

Sexual harassment victim in Balasore spoke up, complained.
She was let down by a system that refused to pay heed

HY DIDYOU not speak up? Implicit in this question, put i those who
have faced sexual harassment and abuse, is the assumption that

WorbDLY WISE
THE BETTER | GET TO KNOW MEN, THE MORE | FIND
MYSELF LOVING DOGS, —CHARLES DE GAULLE

Trump2.0is upending US ties with allies and partners in Asia
and Europe. De-coupling may be hard, de-risking is necessary

C R_AJA MOHAN

SECTIONS OF THE Indian foreign policy com-
lmuuryﬂcc] ’bm:yrcl’ by thiz Donald Trump
n, wihich has found unexpected

breaking a silence leads, i v, tojustice. The young:
died this week in Balasore, Odisha, three days after she set herself on
fire, spoke up. She named her alleged harasser, a professor, to the internal complaints
committee of her college. She filed a complaint with the police. Yet, she was let down,
driven todespair by a systern that she trusted. The question that maust now be answered
is this: Why was this young woman not heard ?
The police have arrested the acoused professor on charges of abetment to suicide, sex-
ual harassment and criminal intimidation, among others. The principal of the college, too,
|s|nmstndyunt‘||ﬂd|argealabcnmntlusux|dc Both had already by ded from

aﬁemm ﬁ:lr]tawalpnd.ﬁlscd ahost of tough
d additional
tariffs on IJu:habcw.lseuflrs BRICS member-
shipand hase of Russianoil. It
is, pl.‘l‘l\api a small consolation that India is
nat alone, America’s neighbowrs and largest
trading partners( Mexico and Canada) and its
bongstanding allies in Europe and Asia have
EVET ITIONS FEAS0MNS hD fec] betrayed.
Mostc cktotheend

W woman's self-immaolation on Saturday, The law must now
take its course, Mthclm‘gcrqu:mls lpoming over this tragedy — about institutional re-
sponsibility and accountability, of power asymmetries that take a high toll on those who
speak out against abuse — cannot be ignored. It must be asked why, 12 years after the

Prevention of (PoSH) Act [ marking what seemed tobe a
turning point in the long-drawn, painful ntation with the di of
seoual viokence that womer i ure — comiplai i to

fall on deaf ears. Questions of nstitutional filure and lack of sensitivity can no longer be
evaded. As the Supreme Court pointed out in ZD.H when |r Bsued :I]n:mms fiora ™ nmv:—
ot eserci se™ toverify whetherall public
Act,alaw ak ‘dignity and respect”.
lege in Balasore did, and did not dio, after But
beyond this one college, beyond Odisha, other institutions, too, are stakeholders i build-
ing a safe environment for women — it's time they Iooked at how far theyve gone, how far
they have been willing to go, to ensure that women can stucy, work and travel safely.
Back in December 2012, shaken by the death of a young woman in Dethi after a grue-
some incident of sexual assault, there appeared to be a strong public resolve to push for

with

donwill

complained

ofWorld War lland haveweathered multiple
crises overthe past eight decades But asin life,
soin international relations — nothing is for-
ever. If change is the only constant, that mo-
ment of restructuring has now arrived for
America's alliances and partnerships in
Europe and Asia. As a non-ally, India is better
prepared for change in America.

Theideaof “strategic autonomy”, long cent-
ral to India's foredgn policy, has been viewed
with scepticism by India's Westem partners.
They have arpued that India's near obsession
with autonormy Emits the scope for strategic
cooperation with the US and Europe, But to-
day, “strategic autonomy” has become the new
mantra among America’s alllr.'sﬂucmsehcrs.

Inhi: e Eritist last
wweek, French President Emmanuel Macron re-
flected on the implications of the unprece-
dented disruption unkeashed by President

change, It has pericdically flared up since then, such as g the MeTt 1ent of
2018 and in 2023, whm thl:n:wasa swell of public support Fu( thewresthers whohad ac-
cusedap i 1t In almost every case, it has been driven
by women who refused to be silenced. They've spoken up, over and over again. Itis ime
for the system to listen, and respond.

BILL OF DISTRACTION

Punjab's proposed sacrilege law could push the state back into a
precarious debate that had receded into the background

HE PUNJAB GO AT5 bill ing lifie i and a fine of up
mRleIaldllhrmcdsccmmnFarwlﬂ@mﬁm senttoaSelect Committes
—isdeeply isting laws aciress the crime. d
foraseparate piece of It pushes the state hacki

that had

wed the need
for deeper Franco-British cooperation to re-
ducewhat he called the “dual dependency™ on
the U5 and China. Macron warned against
Europe's excessive reliance on the two super-
powers for economic, technological and seor-
rityneeds, and emphasised the urgency of re-
claiming Furopean strategic autonomy. He
called for stromger collaboration
ondefence, dimate action, i dtech-
nalogical mncwa(lnlL suggestlng that only

Although America’s European allies bent
ower backwartds to placate “daddy” Trump at
theNATO summit last month, theyare shodoed
by thie Trump administration's policies, Ifthere
were any lingering doubts, Tremp dispelled
them over the weelke nd by imposing a 30 per
cent tariff on imports from the European

receded into the background. In 2015, the Bargani sacrilege incident folkowed by
tharln]lcdmupummmdadumuf“bmdh casuhadscrﬂrmunadg*.lthacamc
aflashpoint, and T Jisy ling Abeali-

Union, hopes for
trade. Trump haskong reganded the EL asa big-
gereconomic threat than China but few antic-

BlPalliance,vehich had beenin power ince2007.
The public Bargaricr
Congress, which smmcdnd t‘lu: Alaalis, tried to ndcthat wave by pushmgfura si:nlqg:
law, capitalising
rise of the Aam Aadmi Party, which played the *outsider” card and swept the 2022 Punjaby
tions. The AAPsvictory 's popularity, given that
it ha:l never bu:n tested in the state, than a collective indictment of legacy parties that had
iratil |5.Samk:gc by then, had become a non-is-

sue. i ¥ smoc and diean drai
It is troubling that the AAF which a gu u:clccmralsct-
ack in Diethi, should now choose to steer Punjab back of zac-

rilege. In 2015, such incidents carried a discernible political undertone, and suspicions
were trained on the role of the Dera Sacha Sauda. But in the years since, the sporadic
episodes have increasingly appeared to be individual acts of crime rather than politically
o There is no denying that sacri pl it striles at th F
faith. But for a border state grappling with economic, sodal, and security challenges, the
reintroduction of this emoti harged issuei is acause for
concerm. Punjab's agric tor flounders in the absence of diversification. Despite
handwringing aver depleting groundwater, the state still pushes paddy oul tivation to
new Iughi Land puul]ng fior real estate is fuelling new tensions in a state struggling to

led by manufacturing. The drug menace con-
tinues to kill and the law-and-order situation teeters on the edge. This bill can only be
read as an attemipt to stoke emotions and consolidate votes in the extended run-up to
the 2027 Assembly elections. At a time when Punjab needs to focus on rebuilding its
economy, and restoring public trust, it's a dangerous distraction.

he political di

THEY HAD US AT WOOF

Alistrying to bridge the communication gap

between species. Who needs that?
HERE'S SOMFI'H:IN'C. PRIMORDIAL in the bond between Homa sapiens and
[ hairless

helped wolves From ithic h

ipated that ic ties would deteriorate

The frustration among allies
does not mean they can
simply walk away from
Washington. All America’s
partners have enormaous
stakes in sustaining their
and technological
ties with the US, Even more
important, their security
challenges would become far
maore demanding without
American guarantees. If
Europe must find new ways
to defend itself against
Russia, Asian allies must
devise stratepies to cope with
Chinese power. America's
Eurasian partners will not
simply fold their hands —
they will search for creative
answers, In Europe, France
and Britain are discussing
better coordination of their
nuclear weapons policies,
while the ELT is accelerating
collective defence efforts.

ECONO

50 sharply in his second term

Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, may
lack the rhetorical flair of his French counter-
part but he, too, is seeking to rebalance the
“special relationship” with the LS against the
gcographlc 1mpe|auuu oFEumpc I Brexit a

ENOTTI onomic
andb 5. Even maore
impartant, their security challenges would be-
come far more demanding without American
guarantees. [f Europe must find new ways o
defend itself against Russia, Asian allies must

urupe
and reconnecting with thl: J\nglosphl:m

cope with Chi
America’s Eurasian pamms will not simply
fold thedr| 3 h fororeative

Starmer's Labour I

build links with the Continent. Trumip, despite
his family origins in the UK, has little affection
for Britain. His MAGA coalition on

answers. In Eurape, Franoe and Britain are dis-
oussing better coordination of their nucear
lickes, while the EU is accelerat-

its “poorer cousins” in the Britich [sles.
Thestoryis nodifferentinAsia, where bwo

of. i ingover

ing collective defence efforts.
In Asia, the challenge is harder. Unlike in
Eurap: regional institu tions remain under-

Trump'sactions. Th 25 per
cent tariffs on Japanese imports triggered rare
numgewjthmjapans political class, which

icbetsontheUs
since World War Il It was remarkable, there-
fore, to hear the Japanese PM declare that
Tokyo must reduce its dependence on
Washington, He made it clear that Japan would
nat offer “easy concessions™ or compromise

, and the gap between China's
p:wer.mdtmr of its neighbours is vast. Yet,
the logic of diversification is undeniable, We
are already secing Asian allies doing more
with each other and engaging other actors,
suchas the ELL Some are beginning toreassess
their engagement with China,

Atthe same time, the depth of the US rela-
tionship is such that preventing a slhide into

its faceof LIS outright rupture remains a top priority for al-
TobcsumhmMmmrSh@emlsluba ]lcsmh:dl.'\madeumpe Az Macron told
mcam-  the British dioezs not want

Bt thisis not towalk away from the LIS — but it must “de-

ﬂtctunc}!csnmrdthxppan asthe largest
foredgn imvestor in the US and a major creator
of American jobs, deserves different treatment
from countries targeted by the tariffs. Despite
muonths of negotiations, repeated diplomatic
missions to Washington, and a pledge of §1

risk” ties by finding new partners and rebuild-
ing its ;wn capacities.

India, for its part, is holding its nerve and
continuing to engage Washington, As Delhi
weighs the consequences of the Trump up-
heaval for Eurasia and the global order, it is

worth recalling that

l‘.l'l]|lDI'III'l:I'H.‘W tment, Ishiba's go

&
especially as tJn: LIS President mmaincd is-
satisfied with Japan’s market access for
American rice and automobiles.

Equally emphatic about strategic auton-
omy has been Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese. Few countries have been
as close to Washington as Australia Yet, ina
major speech last week, Albanese insisted that
being an ally does not mean being a blind fil-
liwer, He described the LS alliance asa “pillar”
of Australian foreign policy but argued that
this partnership should not constrain
Australia's sovereignty or decision-making.
He called for an " Australia first” approach —
particularly relevant amid intensifying Us-
China rivalryin the Indo-Pacific. Asit happens,
Albaneseisin China this week, stepping upef-
forts to engage Australia's Asian neighbours,

The frustration among allies does not
mean they can simply walk away from
Washington. All America's partners have

strategic : The Chinese “be-
trayal"in 1962, Beifing's embrace of Pakistan,
the Sino-Soviet split, thee US-China entente in
the 19705, the Soviet collapse in 1991, the rise
ofanew economicorderinthe 1990s, and the
PRasssia-China alignment in the 2000s.

Ifexternal change is inevitable, Delhi's fo-
ous mazst be on managing it rather than be-
moaning it. For now, India remainsone of the
few major LIS trade partners notyet notified of
anew ranfflew:l Dcllu has rmlmed trade
talks with
toCon:
ations before the August 1 deadline. But it
st he prepared for Bilure. As Trump might
remind us, the golden rule of any negotiation
is the will to walk away.

The writer iz distinguished fellow at the
‘Counl for Strategic and Defence Research,
Delh, and contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express

IN A (GREATER SPACE

Shubhanshu Shukla's mission, safe return will provide valuable inputs to Gaganyaan

B R GURUPRASAD

“THE SECOMD [NDIAN in space”, Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla's return jour-
ey to termm firma was sabely and successFfully
accomplished on July 15, Shukla is back af-
ter a fruitful stay of about 18 days on the
International Space Station (I55). A day be-
fore his return, the Crew Dragon spacecraft
Grace in which he comfortably sat with his
three fotiom 4 colleagues successfully un-
docked (detached) from the IS5, circling the
Earth at 400 km height. For the next 22 hours
or 5o, the craft independently orbited the
Earth and then dived back into the atmos-
phere, survived the subsequent fiery re-en-
try heat and splashed down off the coast of
California at a comfortable speed of about 24
km per hour. With this, Shukla’s maiden so-
Juum]n space concluded.

the suce I

tionof
alreadly joyows India more euphoric for quite
sumcrmr_Manyxmru;w hundredsof mil-
lions of strong, i

will consider Shukla a role model. Shukla has
said that [ndia’s first space traveller, Rakesh

tosocial media celebs, there has been a seamless, wordless bond between the
species. But, as with so many things, the Al hype can't leave well enough alone, Several
‘COmpanies are now promising o “translate™ what your canine or feline companion is
trying to say when she wags her tail, sulks for atte ntion or purrs, The danger, though, is
this: What is gained in translation may be lost in affection.

The Jerermy Coller Centre for Animal Sentience at the London School of Economics
will deploy considerable resources to bridge the communication gap between species.
There is much o gain fram th.c endeavour. For toolong, a human-centric view of person-
hood —whichi, feeling creatur di
and elephants — has resulbed in cruelty on the cne hand and limited how we interact
‘with these animals on the other. But when it comes to pets, do we really need to know
‘what they are “saying"? More importantly, predictive models may tell people what they
‘wiant to hear, rather than what the animal “means™,

Take the pooch you have had for years. The eagerness with which he greets every
member of the Family when they return, the comfort of every winter cuddle, even the
manipulative looks as they seck scraps from the table —what ifit was all just translated
to *food giver here™? And the disdain of the domestic feline might ruin the self-esteem
of the most seoure persons. Thmwurdscan be lies of translation. Because the language
witth their pets i ! plete than those
foreach other. Im:ssl:ncc itisalove bcgoun:l ‘wiords. Let's not ruin that

N | B | o

ids and apes, dolphins

peof

«can effectively empower students to pursue
STEM education with seriousness Thisisone

of the prominent benefits to accrue from
Shu]da‘swrrhwhllc]uumr:ym Space.

candi infudom 4 willenrich G,

in terms of planning and execution. Shukla
was extensively trained in many US facilities,
|m:|ud1ngat NASA, for about eight months.

such facilities as

achievem Fairly
itscreditir uncrewed well as the training procedures would not
iai ing its first stepinto hu- available o i the partic-
man ight. G aims to launch |pauun1nahnmlansmcﬂ|ghrmm
Indian space travellers from Indian soil, inan I
The participation of one of Indian-tusilt spacecraft, propelled by an Indian rhclaunch. e also now has first-hand expe-

its astronaut candidates in
Axiom 4 will enrich
Gaganyaan in terms of
planning and execution.
Shukla was extensively
trained in many US
facilities, including at
NASA, for about eight
months. Fairly detailed
knowledge of such facilities
as well as the training
procedures would not have

launchvehicle, and make them orbit the Earth
for a few days. Serious and systematic efforts

rience of travelling in a spacecraft to Earth or-
it. More importantly, be has gained invalu-
ablc experience of living and working in the

are being led byﬁlﬂ),mdlmccnthmsnc
participationof tech:
nological institutions of repute.

s partof this ardwous endeavour, the hu-
man ingthe relia-
hility of a rocket wehicle to safiely launch hu-
man beings) of India’s most capable launch
vehicle, HLVM3, has reportedly been com-
pleted. The design and development of the
\Gaganyaan spacecraft, which will be capable
of accommodating three space travelbers, isin
progress. Prashanth Balakrishnan Mair, Ajit
Krishnan, Angad Pratap and Shukda, all test pi-

ment of space aboard the
155, That hewas able to perform the carefully
designed and packqg:d big-medical, health-
care, space food production and cognitive sci-
ence-related experiments from India has
y uraged our scientific and engi
neering community and enhanced our con-
fidence and atmanirhharto. Thus, India's par-
ticipation in the Axiom 4 mission is beneficial
inmiany ways indesd.

Thzwnwrud'wmr]‘awhnrful Nehru

Sha_lrnhla.wasan:l:n_ndlﬂ w‘:u;;nm with been available to us without mmﬁ;gx mﬁ:up]npﬁ!i:;l National festituteat L '"m‘md":
spaceflight, especially hurnan spaceflight, and the participation in a human trained in India and Russia, Jormer associate director, ISRO.
the inspiration it can provide ane immense. It spacni'ligllt mission. The participation of one of its astronaut Views are persaonal
Jury 16,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
BLACK BOX ANALYSIS afferh ilankan some country, possibly the LAE.

The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre {BARC)
and the engineering department of Air India
areall set toextract a read-out and a print-out
of the codkpit voice recorder and the digital
flight data recorder of the ill-fated Air India
Jumbo Kanishka that perished in the Atlantic
off the Irish coast on June 23,

PM OnN Sr1 LANKA WAR

THE SR LAMKAN President, | R Jayeswardene,
has offered to grant “sufficent autonomy” to
Tamil areas of the island to resolve the ethnic
Essue, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi said. The

ananarindisnayprece cam BEEE Bl

President had with thc Prime Minister,
Virtually ruling out support for a separate
Eplam, the Prime Minister told 2 news confer-
ence at Raj Bhavan that “we will not support

is availablein India®,

JKLF DISINTEGRATION

THEOWERSEASWING of the so-called Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front [JKLF) seems to
be disintegrating and its former putsldcnt

DHARAVI SCANDAL

AFTER A FIERY four-and-a-half-hour discus-
sion over the “Dharavi land scandal™, the en-
tire Oppositionir islati

Assembly walked out for the day in protest
against the government's refusal to appointa
committee of House members to probe the
“deal”. Leader of the Opposition Sharad Pawar
Mmtwmm Minister of State for Urban

1Khan,

called “integral politics” that he is now seri-

oushy thinking of setting up his headguartersin
B

1t Ram Manchar Tripathi's offer
o ask the chief secretary m imvestigate the
land deal.
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BRICS and no mortar

India in a piguant position in anti-US grouping

e are living in turbulent times, with the

w United States firing its tariff salvos inall
i nml on the basis of an

expandingand absurd rnnge of pretexts, Itisin this
context that BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa and many more now) — which came
into being merely because a former Goldman Sachs
chief coined an acronym around them more than
two decades ago as economic powerhouses of the
future — has assumed importance asa
countervailing force to the US,

RAJASEKHAR VE

EBI's ban on Jane Street

signals a decisive moment for

Indin's market regulation,

testing the balance berween

falrness, investor protection,
und global competithreness,

en does a sophisticated arblrage
strategy stop belng smart trading and
Arart undn.-rmlnlu.]: market integrity? On
July 3,the Securities and Exchange
Board of Indla (SEBL) Issued a landmark
order banning global propeletary trading
firm Jane Sereet from India’s equity
derivatives market and freezing
approximately 8567 milllon of lts funds,
This move sent shock waves through

the financial community, given Jane
Sereet's reputation as a highly
sophisticated quantitative erading howse
operating globally,

What Jane Street ban

POCKET

BRICS is more than an economic
grouping. It isa geo-political force led by
China and Russia. India is among the very
few countries which are ‘neutral here,
There are perhaps limits o BRICS'
potential, because of China's dominance,
Yet, it isan important voice for the Global
South, with even Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman spelling this out, US President
Trump seems to view the BRICS threat very
seriously, and threatened a battery of
punitive and very arbitrary tariffs against its
members — 10 per cent on those opposing
the dollar, 500 per cent on those buying
Russian oil and 50 per cent on Brazil for
trying its former president Jair Bolsonaro,
BRICS has really fired up Trump for its
pursuit of an alternative to the dollar —
besides being aligned against the US on
geopolitical issues and management of
global institutions, Non-dollarised trade s
already happening, Over 90 per cent of
Russia-China trade, analysts point out, is
settled in roubles or yuan; India settles its
oil payments to Russia in rupees or dirhams;
and even Saudi Arabia is trading in yuan.
Interestingly, the recent Rio de Janeiro
declaration is subdued on this count, even
as the October 2024 Kazan declavation was
categorical. The latter focused on using
local eurrencies, corvespondent banking
networks, and development of a financial
market infrastructure to this end, creating
quite a flutter, With Trump ever inclined 1o
punish countries o a whim ( just as SWIFT,
the dollar-based inter-bank settlement
system was weaponised by excluding some
countries such as Russia and Iran from it),
the exploration of alternatives w the
dollarised trade Is likely to continue,

Atatime when the US is pursuing a
radically different policy on trade, it is
natural to expect the rest of the world to
improve their horizontal ties,
Unfortunately, itis hard to say whether
India can really draw major gains in the
BRICS space, It has conceded ground to
China with respect to developing trade and
economic ties with the African continent,
As India assumes the BRICS presidency in
2026, ivwill have todo a tightrope walk with
atempestuous US on the one side and an
often hostile China on the other,

As for Global South solidarity, Indiaand
South Africa have stood together in forums
such as WTO, the latest being their effort to
walve patents on Covid vaceine, But Brazll,
China and Russia have not gone along with
them on developing country issues ona
consistent basis, BRICS could do with
better cohesion and inclusiveness.

BAVIEANTH

Jane Srreet’s alleged strategy lnvolved
“marking-the-close”, o technique
whereby traders plm.ulmm orders
rownrds the end of the trading sesslon to
Influence sertlement prices,

Tt also used intra-day Index
adjustments to create favourable
conditions for Iunﬁulm positions,
Such practices, SEHI argued, disrupred
fuir price discovery and undermined

et Incegrity. According to SEBI'S
Interim order, Jane Street Group eamed

means for our markets

INVESTOR-FIRST, SEBI's actions signal its readiness to assert jurisdiction
over global players and protect investors

MARKET REACTION

The immediare market reaction wis
awlft and severe, For Instance, on July 5,
the Natlonal Stock Exchange reported a
21 per cent decling In derivatives

conglstent with risk management and
market allgnment practices.,
Comparlsons to other jurlsdictions
ﬂlr(l:ut?llumlnnw:hdufmu Inthe US,
tI:uRmurI:Iu{;uﬂFnhnnp

aregulazory sandbox, where new
advanced trading stravegles can be
tested safely under strict oversight.
Aslmilar approach exises under
Eurape's s MIFLD [ regime, whnh

crore, which b

aecount,

unlawiul gains anmumhmmtd Rdl rurnover compared o the previous d casen firms to test alp
Iy session, Further decl BEEN O ajuinst firms for lutl -|:|mll|m tradlnw:muglenm slmulased
impounded and placed In an escrow Jully 7 (20 per cent) and July 9 (20 per ﬂmq‘lﬂ bt s al “ lsed live deployment,
cent), with Bank Nifty volumes almost defin dp guardsto  This ensures robust rsk controls and
halving. Institutlonal livestoss and avold stifling legitimaze lgquidicy ikl ses market abuse,

THE BROADER CONTEXT

SEBLs Intervention must be viewed
against a broader context. Over the past
decade, India has experienced an
unprecedented surge n retail investor
pur(h.lpmhm particularly from younger

brokerages expressed coneem over
mumlal hmg«un: Impmmunquldlw.

provision.
Almilarky, the UK Finanelal Conducy

ﬂu. I:Igh n.'lurn al1un.-n?d|.tlvnxlwm
Many of these new |

the saphisticated risk management toals
and rechnleal understanding that

5, and the abllity Authoriry (FCA) has serutinlsed
emu:dnmﬂrdmmumw Tigh-frequency trading peactices, opting
However, B for enly d surveillance and
(I:a(ﬂ"-' pel Y parency over outelght bans, India’s
rerncted o up o relnforce market decislve approach in this instance may
dnunpllneun deter aggressive prompt other emerging markets o
lel 8 lack that may harm reansess thelr own regulatory
retall investors, frameworks and stance towards global
progeberary teading firms.0
JANE STREET'S DEFENCE The Jane Street cise rlses pressing
Jane Street has robustly defended It abou the futre |

lnnllmhmnlrhym1|J:=lm\1mn
possess. SEB's action highlights ies
statutory duty under the SEHI Acy, 1992
and the Prohibition of Frawdulent and

actions, dmnhluu:hn:n-n:andnrd
— aglobally sccepted

Unfalr Trade Practices (PFUTP)
Regulations o protect investors and
mainzain orderly markets,

L essential for aligning prices
BCTOSS n}lﬁ’m.m market SEEMENTs. The
firm mal that it

lndm‘:nnlmnnn-almwnm .»\nhn.-

eountry seeks to solldify lts position asa
lobal financial hub, @ must walk the
tight mpcloe:wmn ﬁanwnnglnmwulm

and Integricy.

! "E

Historlcally, SEBI b d bn
Insrances of price manlpulation and
Insider trading, but the Jane Strect order
stands out for its scale and potential
global Implications. While SERI has
rargeted smaller domestle operators
before, this marks the first major actlon

ainst a prominent international firm,
llE:maﬁlnp: s rendiness to assert
Jurisdiction over global plwum. SERI has
often eited its “investor-first™ approach,
redterating that the Integrity of the
market cannot be compromised, even if
it risks o remporary contraction [n
Niguieliry.

y rather
than deteacting from It It st that bt

d»:ernnu forelgn Inu(l(ummﬂ

As derlvatlves products become more
sccesslble, retall Investors must be
equipped with a clear understanding of
their risks, potentlal rewards, and
underlying marker mechanics.
Regulatory bodies, market
In‘fnmmllufelmy:Imbam:.lanq.ﬁ:\anulﬂ

Investor liveracy prog rammes,

In conclusbon, SERT's scrion agalnst
Jane Street serves as a defining moment
In Indla's caplal market evolutlon, e
reflects a firm commizment to uphold
market integrity and protect retall
Investors, even at the cost of Inmediace
volatilivy and lquidity challenges. The
Tong-verm effeces will hinge on the
outcome of the ongoing legal process,

By striking o judiclous hnlnm.

operated within the legal framework, did and depth,
notact inconcert with n:h‘.rn and :Iun while overly permissive pn'ln.h.u rlw
s trades foll 4 logle t!l?;ﬂ, retall oy L1 P

Clariry In regulatory definithons is
In its quest to emerge as T serm e

a global financial h

India must walk the
tightrope between fostering
innovation and safeguarding
market integrity

paramount, The term “non-neutral”
trading, central to SEBIY

between d and ma

development, [ndlnuuuwlnfom
Investor orust and suszaln ics growth asa
eredible global Investment destination.
For millions of mew Investors entering
[ndln‘shnumhmnp:lnnu markets, rust
inth Tency.

Ires explicle delineation o avold

digulthen that could nadvertently
constraln legitimaze arbloge and
market- maqfuu; actlvities.

Apossible solutlon muld be focreate

SEBs move may appear harsh, bue it
lgnals that falrness cannot be sacifieed
at the altar of speed or profic,

Tha writer b & lamyer ard former Jud kol Mamber of

aclear, well-str kwith

smpany Law Tribunal

Why Shubhanshu Shukla’s

bl.explainer
M Ramesh

Indian fighter pllos and astronaut,
Giroup Caprain Shubhanshu Shukla, 40,
b he firse Indlan to have journeyed
more than 122 million km in space over
18 days, clreled the earth 288 times from
AOD km above,

While his ascent to space was a matter
of pride to Indians. Now that he |5 back,
here Ina ook atall that happened.

Who were the players of this

mission?
The agencies involved in this mission are
NASA, Axlom-4 and SpaceX, NASA I the
U8 space agency whh:E part-owns the
International Space Statlon (1587,
Asclom-+ I8 an American company that
provides all services needed for private
astronaut misslons o the 158 by

growing collaboration bevween India
wnd the US, for space activitles, Shortly,
the £5,000-crore NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (N E_ 18AR,) satellive will be
sent up to space from India.

I 2023, Indin signed the NASA-led
Artemis Accord, which ls o template
agreement for space collaboration
among slgnatory countries. So, NASA
ukhman‘g ndlawas a symbolic
acknowledgement of the growing
cooperation between the two countries,

Mo fee was padd to NASA for taking
Shukla. That said, India picked-up
Shukla-related coats, While no officlal

boned, it I8 belleved

space odyssey is important

Shukla conducted some important experiments that will be crucial for the Gaganyan mission and ISRO

KNOWLEDGE NODE. Shubhanshu
Sk axsc s vouvias

s, re-entry procedures and

re has been
thiat India"s bill would be between
#5570 million, which would include
payments to Axbom-4.

Could the experiments dnne by
Shukla been done by any y on

real thme telemetry, for the ©

Avurvedic supplements (ashwagandha
and giloy) vo observe thelr regenerative
potentlal,

Second, seed germinathon and plant
growth, NASA and ESA have

erimented with plants that they need
— lertuce, wheat and mustard. Shukla
ried moong, methl and mustard —the
Indinn strains.

‘Three, genethe response in plants, to
check out how microgravity affects gene
expresslons — [n Indlan crop seeds.

Four, tardigeade survival, Targldrades
— thny, millimetre thick water-bears are
anlivals that are known to survive
extreme conditions, boch hot and cold,
Earller

misslon, S
Walking inte the Gagany sl

umli :\merh:nnlulr I‘umpmn |||I| |||u1hu

without Shukla's u'xperh. nee would be
1|J:ed|slng 4 after |

study, itis lmlp‘.d Wil give us lessons for

behalf of India?

lf.m.rltnlluma:a wionld be different

ologieal
pmun:(lw.- drugs for astronauts,
Flve, experiments to see how Indian

-+

providing services such as tralning, It Shukla's was nota Joyride. The Indian foran Indlan than a Caucaslan, Nowthar  strabng of cyanobacreria make food
Interds to bulld fos own module tharwill — astronaut's space odyssey has tumed Shukln is back witha rich eache of (photosynthesize) in § ioe — useful for
inltlally sty artached to the 155 and him into s ‘knowledge node’, and his wxperlences, he s a resource that other
later become a standalone space-station,  experiments are extremely valuable for Indian astrenauts can tag into, makin fooxds in space,
onee the 155 is retired, which bs likely in SRO'S Gaganyaan mission, Aranother level, (I:n.-mn.n ﬂlx. uman-machine Inu.rﬁm. how
20y, SpaceX i the Elon Musk-owned Shukla now has hands-on experience experiments that Shukl dare achines
company whose Falcon 9 rocket caried  on-board the 158, which is useful inareas  Indin-specific. mwmmhhm. Inspace. Shukla's
e Lorew Dragon spacecraft, which was such as docking, handling emergencles, tests were on Indian-des gm:ddw:al
Shukla's ‘coach”. phwlcalmn! mental health lssues, and What are these experiments? Interfaces.
2 dinutlon. He has i S o iy " § . I resll
Ho, NASA took an Indian onboard .mm led prolonged isolation and under seven Indla-specific heads. and canltive function, Havlr pone
— but for what? Did India pay vehologienl adaprazion. [n other Ome, muscle degeneration and theough the ‘ring of fire", Shukls will now
NASA a fee? wnn!- e s o walking data bank — data recovery under microgravicy, The e abile vo kmpart eralning to other
Ttwas a goodwill gesture, There |s thar will help ISRO fine-tune medical experlment included traditional Indian astronauts,
® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send yoar letters by emal In ar by past te e Eeliter”, The Hingl Kastur! @ulldings, BS5-60, Anna Salsl, Chennal §00002,
the fund fiow, That ssd, such Making the updating of Aadhaar d he halder to use h Secondy, inda
Mfar pharrma institsionsspend $3.5. damestc infrastructuee of carel user-friendhy will also be o it s proct af ybutnce asa P
billize spec , highly skilled great halp #the updated data s waker. I Facing closure at major hubs ke
|ust eme drusg, which could take years, el the: heal i by the Y& Chouksey Nakal Gadag, Pochamgpally,
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Sustainable green finance

Banks must factor in climate risk in credit evaluation

—
Beena Vaheed

reen finance is steadily
Gbcmmin amainstream

priority for financial
institutions acrn!!thcgnhc_n
leading global bank in Europe, for
instance, has already committed
over &1 trillion toward
sustainable finance — signalling
how rapidly climate responsibility
isshaping institutional strategies.
Sustainability-linked products
now influence growth, deepen
client engagement, and r pe

rifolio management.

Im'wnhnc‘arl;gcm-dllldoflndla'n
GDP derived from
climate-depend

PROMOTE. Nature-positive
PrvarEifg e s

stranding) — must be reflected in
prudential norms. While the lack
of data and scalable green projects
remains a challenge, banks are

| ing tools such as climate

asagriculture, forestry, energy,
and construction, the transition
o sustainable finance is also an
economic imperative, However,
productivity in these sectors
remains highly vulnerable to
climate valatility. For example,
agriculture labour productivity in
India is 30-50 per cent lower than
global benchmarks and could
worsen with climane stress, Thus,

scenario modelling, sectoral
decarbonisation pathways, and
freen taxonomies to close the

p%‘echmﬂugy is.an indispensable
cnahlcl..ﬂ]-mrcd ESG models,
blockchain-based bond teacking,
and satellite-driven climate
analytics are transforming how
green finance is structured,
monitored, and reported. Fintech

green finance is not just about platforms are also expanding
climate — it's critical for boosting  access to climate-friendly
sectoral productivity and financial products. Indian banks
economic resilience. can play a catalytic rale by

d dfi o ting these i

‘There is a risi
sustainabilicy-linked
instruments, as businesses shift
from high-carbon models to
grecner pathways, The

18
with starrrtps, especially in rural
and serni-urban India.

Banks must not only fund the
green transition — they must also

proliferation of green bonds, embody it. From energy-efficient
ESG-linked loans, and branches and paperless
climate-aligned operations

highlights this evolution. harvesting and employee-led
Simultaneously, retail customers green campalgns, Indian banks

are becoming increasingly
climate-conscious. Banks can
catalyse thia shift by offering
green deposits, rooftop solar
loans, EV financing, and
carbon-saving incentives,

RETHINKING RISK

Alarge share of banks' carbon
footpeint lies in their financed
emissions — the emissions of the
entities they fund, Addressing this
requires banks to integrate
climate considerations deeply
into credit evaluation, stress
testing, and capital allocation
Frameworks, This must extend to

are embedding ESG principles
It everyday functioning.
India's journey to climate
resilience should be inclusive,
ble, and institutionall

China rising, America retreating

Washington’s trade wars, brain drain and foreign policy flip-flops could be handing Beijing the future on a platter

THE WIDER 4
ANGLE.

PARAN BALAKRISHNAN

& the world, and specifically the

U8, about to tumble into the

Thucydides' Trap? It's starting to

look that way as Washingron

gazes fearfully at the Chinese
dragon making one aggressive move
after another in the East.

First, what exactly is the Thucydides’
Trap? It's when a superpower finds itself
facing a rising challenger. In ancient
Greece, Sparta, the militaristic
city-state, was unnerved by the rise of
Athens, with its philosophers, thinkers
and growing military strength. This
escalated into the brutal Peloponnesian
War,

In the madern context, we're talking
about the US crossing swords with
China. Right now, drones, planes and
ships aren’t about to open fire on each
other. But in this 21st-century version of
the' lides” Trap, the US has
'Inun?lr;?d -ncalcprmd.c war on China,
and the rest of the world's caught in the
crossfire. “Eccentric” is the politest
word for US actions since Donald
Trump's rt-c]c‘criun.slarplng.%u
jper-cent tariffs on all EL and Canadian
imports is draconian and has those allies
scrambling fora Plan Bthat excludes the
Us.

Turn tothe energy sector, where the
contrast with Chinais particularly stark.
‘China is reckoned to be building 4 per
cent of the world's solar and wind
energy. Incontrast, Trump's slashed tax
eredits for renewables, calling them
“expensive and unreliable energy
sources.” His encrgy secretary, Chris
‘Wright, threw in the startling

led. Banks must place :
sustainability at the core of their
governance frameworks — with
clear board-level oversight,
transparent disclosures of climate
risks, and a culture of climate
accountability.

The way forward lies in aligning
Institutional e with
plnnﬂar}'p(k‘a':rnpg'minmdudc:
Emmn‘ung nature-positive

naneing, creating unified green

underwriti ds, loan
mm\iwm:ﬁ periodic
climate-linked MIS reporting, and
ecosystem collaboration to
embed climate risk into credit
rutings and risk mosdels. Pricing
alsoneeds recalibration — clients
withgreener business models
should receive better rates and
easier access to capital.

Climate risks — both physical
(e floods, droughts) and

reporting fr ,and
fostering public-private platforms
for climate innovation,

As custodians of public capital
and trust, Indian banks can help
ensure economic growth and
ecological balance go hand in
hand — advancing the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksiz
Bharat by 2047, We owe this to
ourselves and future generations.

bom that there are "Lﬂum:s and

minuses to global warming,” China is
also streets ahead In electric vehicles,
where Trump has cut subsidies, leaving
his old buddy Elon Musk cut in the cold.

Look at other sectors where China is
eatching up with the West. It's pushing
ahead in Al-driven drug discovery, filing
almost as many patents asthe us.

Demecrats this week accused Trump

STATISTALK.

UNWELCOME. A hostie political avmosphere and ICE raids have already caused Indian
student applications to tumble wums

of “ceding global leadership to China.”
That's an unquestionably valid charge.
The US is pulling away from the world
and making moves like closing USAID.
China, meanwhile, is extending railway
lines and initiating projects across Africa
and South America.

Then there's Trump's attack on

universities and foreign students, once
the backbone of America's innovation
engine. For decades, the brightest minds
from India, China and elsewhere flocked
‘to the US for its world-class education
and promise of opportunity. Now,
they"re feeling like unwelcome guests.
Visadelays, a hostile political
atmosphere and 1CE raids have already
caused Indian student applications to
tumble.

It's more than a crackdown on
immigration. [t's a retreat from the very
idea of knowledge acquisition. American
universities, once the world's envy, are
‘being battered not just by funding cuts
but by ideological suspicion of science
and expertise, At atime when Chinais
‘opening new research institutes,

The age of America as the
global brain magnet may
be ending. For a country
that rose to dominance by
attracting the best minds of
every generation, it's a
dangerous reversal

[ y Intaem | Grapiic v

From fixed to flex: India’s evolving workscape

‘With the ever-dncreasing demand for efficie

ncy and agility, India leads the flexible workspace market across the Asia-Pacific

(APAC). This domain refers to fully-furnished, tech-enabled office spaces that cater to the evolving needs of start-ups and

large enterprises alike. Tier 1 citles such as

Bengalurs, Pune and Hyderabad are pl

i this sectar due to th 4

presence of tech and fin-serve industries. Howewer, as rents in these cities continue to climb, the flexible workspace madel
may ne lenger be about where space is found, but where it makes the most sense to stay.

luru holds one-fourth of total office stock

India leads APAC"s flexible workspace stock

poaching international talent and
pouring money into cutting-edge fields
Like Al the US is pulling up the
drawbridge.

And it's not just about students.
Skilled immigrants, from tech workers
o researchers, face tougher entry.
Washingron's messa

be ending. For a country that rose to

dominance by atteacting the best minds

of eve nerathon, it's a dangerous
rc\'cn?[ﬁrnd one China appca“mc all too
ready to capitalise on.

Cross to China, where Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is
F:urtlnp; Plan Binto action. Leadinga

igh-powered trade delegation, he said
Australia had to build relations with its
largest trading partner, sparkin,
nprciulatmn agrrur “the d!:‘:th ofthe
Quad.”

IN A TRICKY 8POT

Where does all this leave India? Quite
simply, in a very tricky spot. We havea
3,000 km border to defend with China.
And though relations appear tobe
improving, there are constant
uncomfortable moments.

Foreign Minister 5 Jaishankar has just

made his first trip to China since the
Galwan clash. But that hasn't stopped
Beijing from making a pointed
statement about the Dalal Lama’s
SUCCERSOL,

As for our relations with the US, while

the public optics remain friendly, the
reality is always up and down. Trade
talks have dragged on and Tramp has
been busy sweet-talking Pakistan, The

U5 may be the land of values we cherish,

but India's learning towatch its back,
Iewould always be wrong to
underestimate the US. In the 1980s, it
looked like Japan would overtake it.
Then the Silicon Valley stars brought
America roaring back. But that

comeback was powered by openness to

talent, ideas and to the world.
This time, it's not just a matter of

innovation. It"s about whether America
still believes in the values that made it a
superpower, If the answer's no, it won't

be China that traps the US in the

Thucydides” spiral. It will be the US that

walks into It eyes wide shut.

On businesslinc.in
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through FPOs
From the Bihar pulse
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is clear: the age of
Americaas the global brain magnet may

Raghunathan glean that
FP0s alane aren't enough

transition-related (e.g., The writer I¢ Esecutive Director, Bank of %4 share in office stock Total Renlble narkapdce stock (mMllan sgvare feet) .
regulatory changes, asset Barnda Views are personal 1'7.. 8.6 L competitiva and resllunt
Delhi i Bangabaru " Reipsfinpur comfyp2foest
3.2
IR | "
) TR 55 ! The new epicentre of
thehindubusinessline. Hodn» . oot - o poverty
8.8 * Mumisal
TN 2 Ay T r Total stock 5 Looking at the World
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. e IIII Fellls By,
alit, | T el Partha Ray and
July 16,2005 01 j é } f -r? é } 6? j 5 j f Parthapratim Palfind
. = that thie eoneentration of
Late evening trading likely in select agri commodities Gurgeon ® Hyderabed dreapovirty hia bt
The Forward Markets Commission (FMC) may permit late evening trades in IRVingt Subraharsn
carmmadity exehanges in respeet of cortain internationally traded agricdliure A5 of i Fas, Tosal effce. Tier | ety data a5 af Ml CY26M4 . End povertywil
commedities such as soya and sugar. Late evening trades (beyand S p.m.) are 3 Aica, )
currently permittadin commacity exchanges oy In respect of certain Tech dominates the flex workspaces Rent prices show an appetite for South-Indian cities st remain the focus of policy
internatiomally traded non-agriculture commodities. - 1 o CAGRIn % Pt irtpurl com/Be e
Hyderaba 57
Husiness  Flnance ]
Qut-of-court nqnlnmm at BPL _ sanices - Rewl P Chennal a7 Sun sets on a solar p|°|“.r
The BPL group patriarch, Mr T.RG. Nambiar, today withdrew his petition Lo Bangalury a7 .
against his sonn-law and BPL Cormmunications CEO, Mr Rajeev 1 i scences Pune a3 Thainital sparkof
Chandrasekhar, at the Company Lavw Board {CLE) here following an Techrolegy i Coroacn 24 progress.in Odisha's
aut-el-court settlement. W Barapita vilage dimmed
Kolkita 10 ot because of tech failure,
Left unions to press for 9.5% EPF rate s Mumbal 2.0 but because of weak sacial
The Government i likely to come under pressure once again on the issue of Others Haida 16 and structural scaffolding
interest an Employees Provident Fund (EPF) depasits, Prior to the July 30 P —o.sIMod anound It, say Naneshwar
resting of the Central Board of Trustess (CBT) to decide on the intereit rate Jajgat arvd Amarendrs Das
for 2005-06, Left-affiliated unians have made it clear that they will ssk fora 9.5 bl 2 ARAD Bt data framm OY18-01 £V, wot Umitod ta the Maslble warkspace medal petioyurcommdsind
per cert rate for the current year too. Source: Smartworks Cawarking Spaces’ BHP paititinpy
@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2740
EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Test-piece of 1. Corsalation {6} 1. Try the right piece of nesdiewark for 1. A close arrangement may be of comfort (&)
embroidery (7) 2 Of |east amount (7) practice (7) 2 I'm up b making Mitan of the smallest signifcance (7)
5. Weight unit fer gems (5) 3. Meadewland {3) 5. Gem weight Lised as measure of gold 3. Half a league of arable land (3)
8. Whistle-, knife-cord (7) 4 Extended high feature {5) purity (5) 4 Pontaan hasn't been begun an rooftap (5)

CMH

9. Thigh-bene (5)
10,4 pait to be made up (9)
12 Mavth part (3}

13.A drunkard (5)

17. Moisture deposited

Plowers (6)

avernight (3)
19 Butter substitute (%)
21.Aka.(5)

22 Taak fem held (7)
24. Old-ashioned (5)
25, Werit in (7}

16, Repairad ()

20, Raseal (5)

5 Sell-service sating place (9)
& Hardkerchiel, headeloth (5)
7. Miniite black inseet eammen in

11, Made best use of (%)
14, Fast sailing ship (7)
15, One of eight English kings {6)

18, Arr-hand joint (5)

23, Painting, drawing ete (2)

4, Laely ra aut with a whisthe-earel (7)

9, Put me back in sable to stiffen the thigh (5)
10 A part thats net PC, amen beirg wiorg (9)
12, Impuident tak ene gets in a record (33
13,4 deunkard might put the post right (5)

17. Moisture starts dropping every weekday (3)

shuifle (9)

19. The spread of a ressming possibility (5)

21, hnother name for a Lower Jurassic term (5
22 Understocd how one took hold of it (7)

24, Unfashionabile way boy went aut with girl (5)
25 Came an stage to be written up (T)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2739

ACROSS 1. Madel 4. Conical 8. Nanny 9. Migeria 10.

Fex 17, Replerish 12, Sink 13, 5tir 18, Artemiia 20. Cha 21, imitate 27 Cink 23, Neglect 24, Tight

DOWN 1. Manifestation 2. Derizen 3. Layers 4 Canape 5 Mugget 6 Corgl 7. Leatheracket 14, Ticking 15 Impale 16, Aspect 17, Mascat 19. Tying

G. Sell-service counter where one can gel ice alter a

6 Thugee headeloth right have maral use (5)
7. Minute black ins
11, M the best «
14, Fast ship, relic of which is very uietly ineluded (7)
15 It is the kirg of the potatoss (6)

16 Last millennium Anished as it was impeoved (5)

ts poerm, Fil ordered (%)

1, Jesink wits iy be served this (5)
20, For example, eur version of a knave (5)
23, Part of partrait given ever to painting (3}

ances round top of hollyhack (6)

+



The lum\{ml( Tivmes

China Growth Pings,
A US Tariff Playbook?

Thanks to diversified exports and policy push

Perhaps unexpectedly, China's economic growth has be-
enresiliont duringa tradetruce with the US by dint of di-
versifying exports tonew markets, and through a policy-
induced prop to consumption. According to National Bu-
rean of Statistics on Tuesday, China's GDP expanded by
5.2% in G2, making it on track to meet its overall annual
5% growth target if it manages tocounteract tariff head-
winds and remains committed to ongoing stimulus. In-
dustrial output has surprised on the upside, and con-
sumption came in weaker than anticipated. Pushing the
same buttons may yield diminishing returns because of
the degree of automation of Chinese factories. Policy
will, instead, have to be directed at the property market,
which continues on a downward spiral.

Tightly directed policy support provides Beijing head-
room to deal with Washington's tariffs aftor their truce
ends next month. There is a degree of
frontloaded Chinese indusirial out-
putas the tariff developments unfold.
If policymakers turn cautious about
further easing, they risk exposing the
Chineseeconomy to unusual external
and internal pressure. Temptation to
keep the economy ticking over thro-
ughdirected stimuli can be strong, But it avoids addres-
sing imbalances that have brought China ir omic
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Alaw to settle disputes, if neglectful to power, can sustain the inequalities it seeks to remedy

Private Ears in Public Courts

i Momday, the Supreme Cou-
A 1t in "Vibhor Garg v Neha'
| ruled that a hushand's sec-
retly-recarded phone calls
withhiswifie are admissibile
evidence inadivoree litigation. fustice
BV Nagarathna, writing for a 2 judge
h, invoked theexception under Sac-
tion 122, Indian Evidence Act. which
rmits disclosure of communication
bween spases in marital suits.
The-court reasoned that such record-
ings advance the constitutional right
toa fuir trial, and canoverridemarital
privacy. With that singlemave, the cou-
i reiterated & boundary that has long
keptdamestic nm‘eluanmall.cﬁ1 tech-
mically suspact. L that . spou-
semay Ill.‘l.crnmrmtandml-‘ufvlamr 50
long as the marriage is an the rocks.
The judgment demands close scrutiny
as it fails to consider the power fmba-
lam:nﬁ underlyingpri ches.

confrontation with the US. China must increaseshareof
consumption to rebalance trade with the US. The Trump
regime's pushback will have a domino effect on how
other countries approach their own trade with China.
Tariff negotiations will, thus, proceed with aclearerun-
derstanding of the extent of US pressure and China’s abi-
lity to repel it. China is forecast to see its midterm growth
slide, unless it eases up on external trade and doubles
down on internal consumption. Any deviation from this
premise will delay. but not avert, Chinese deflation, effects
of which will befeltglobally given thesizeof China’s trade
sirplus, The US being & mone mature economy can't aspi-
reto China’s current rate of growth. And incremental US
growth that Trump is pushing for, isexpected in isolation.

Step Out of That
Old Bureaububble

Senior bureaucrats have long been perceived — with justifica-
tion — of beingone bigold boys’ club, wary of meeting people
from outside “governmentdom’. The origins of this apprehen-
sion are unclear, but the Lakshman Rekha doubling as anecho
chamber has taken root probably because bureaucrats, like
people in general, like hearing only things they like to hear In
awelcome gesture, Cabinetsecretary TV Somanathan recent-
ly issued a meme, urging secretaries to Gol and other senior
officials to engage more openly with people outside the bu-
reaucracy. This includes representatives from trade unions,
political parties, NGOs, the private sector (Indian and fore-
igmn), and chambers of commerce,

Such interactions, Somanathan noted,
canoffer valuableand deeper insights into
sectoral trends. different PoVs, and clear
upmisconceptionsabout government po-
licies, introduce new ideas and enable ti-
meely course corrections. While some bo-
undaries have been outlined — meetings
should be held in offices — the broader
push is weleome. It can certainly deepen citizen-povernance
engagement. Policies may be crafted with the public’s hc'r.l in-
[t‘l‘.‘st'l]]‘]l‘l‘llnﬂ but their implementstic
ing. These and téte-A-tites al fficials a t‘hHl‘I-
ce toexplain the intent and nuances of laws to those who may
haveconcerns, That's precisely why draft policies are routine-
ly published on ministry websites for publi ltation.

veconirol The
cum'luaalsl:land.eﬁtim Tecordings is
amere gfectof marital breakdown, not
aoause. However, this reasoning ignor-
esthephenomenonof coercivecontral.
Call-recording apps installed without
conzent, insistancaonshared passwor-
dsand unlocked phones, and forced ac-
cess tn WhatsApp chats and UPLSMS
alerts aresoanarios Indian counsellars
roatinely hear from survivors of dom-
esticabuse, primarily women.

Most times, surveillance precedes,
amd often precipatates, marital discord.
Women's rights activists and family
Lawyers redtarnte that domestic survedl-
lunl:msumnn'usnt'm'dull-cmsumuw
met] gendered domination, By
]w]dm.lhatsecmtc]mﬁ haoweverobita-
ined. are presumptively admissible, the
Tudgment incentivisos spying — espe
cially fior the spouse who enjoys acono-
mic leverage or technological literacy

Courts could have insisted ona pro-
portionality filber: admit only material
that could not be gathered by less-in-
trusive means, and weigh whether the
actof snoapingitself constituted aform

of abuse. Instead, the ruling raises the
stakes for many wives already mani-
taved by their hushands or in-daws,and
sharpens the pressure to ‘behave’ un-
derwateh,
P Sanctity . privacy To justify this
outeome, thebench reaches hack to the
Victorian rationaleof Section 122, Shi-
elding privileged communication bet-
ween spotses protects the “sanctity of
marriage’, The court now says that an-
‘e marital harmony iseroded, so must
the privilepe; privacy pluys no inde-
et role.

This reasoning justifies a 200 year-

obd outdated rationale, instead of sub-

tests of privacy Since the authoritati-

ve oudge bench 2007 judgment in the

“hustice K 8 Puttaswamy’ case, infar-

mational privacy has been declared a
rt of Articl 21 of the Constitution.
wery statutory limitan this must pass

A proportionalaty test.

h'!Sum.‘ infiringement of privacy must

0 Sanctioned by law

@ Pursuea legitimate aim.

® Beproportionate tothe need forsuch
interference

P ural

‘breach i by a private party A blanket
Ticenee for covert recordings, which ig-
mnores the means of recording and the-
ir cantrality to the litigation at hand,
would fail the propor tionality test's re-
quirement of necessity and imal
intrusian.

The court’s refusal to run Section
122 through the Puttaswamy filter’
achoes the logic that ance kept marital
rape outside the penal Marringe
was said o confer perpenizal cansent to
sexil acts between spouses. For seve-

16 JULY 2025 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

THE SPEAKING TREE

Share, Spread
Self-Reliance

‘Weoften live in a belief systemof
being so important tosome pao-
msimaliumihm wa balieve

ral decades. thisrat LS.
tioningly acoepted as begitimate. Cunr-
titutianal adjudication should do the
oppositeinall thess cases — interrogs-
te inherited rationales, not inherit
‘thieam i ly:

Women's rights activists have long
arggued that privacy cannct shiskddom-
asticvinlence Th

managelifi without
1= Inacivil society, we always
harve the responsibility of emipow-
aringourselves and others to be-
cameindependent. This is our
truehalpto them. Working on
the fllowing guidelines can be
ql'wmr:' huln 0 our lifi journey

the home when there’s abuse. Protec.
tiem of Wamen from Domestic Vi
oo At 2006 i rooted in that insight. Yat,
women's rights alse insist that intru-
sioms an privacy ba evalusted through
thelens of and vulnerability:

Vibhor Enau:' wgnores this safegia
i, Itallows thespousa with the tach to-
nls!nmmlfluqu L l\acv mn\ﬂx‘n

form

aof abuse. A rights: mltm auumach
should parhaps ssk: was therecording
coercad? Was it a toal of clandestina
cantrol! Admitting suchevidence with-
out that inquiry risks turning the co-
urtroam into an extension of the abu-
sive housshald, uhem mc'h cantral is
legitimised through law

The Suprems Court has shown that
it can halance public interest with per-
sanal liberty: In*Selvi v Stateof Karna-
taka’ (2000, it permitted navco-analy-
=is anly when the accused pives con-
sent and strict procedural safepuards
are ohserved. In "Vibhor Garg', howey-
it reads the Evidenos Act mechani-
cally and only weighs privacy against
marital harmong

The far richer constitutional values
af auonemy dignity andequality hard:
1y make anappearance The exception
in Section E22 shoulkd be subjected toa
proportionality inguiry Unti then, Vi
hor Garg stands as a cautionary tale:
alaw frame o settle disputes, if inat-
l@qll\'l“DWM‘El_ CHI]IFETM(UB‘L‘“".‘-\!‘-
b 3

abuseod power
The spirit of Puttaswamy ideally

jecting it to the latest car

Thewriter is resecrch feliou
Viathi Cenntre for Legni Poficy Neas Defli

Rogue Bots? Al Firms Must Pay Up

Sublmal Bhattacharjee

‘When Elon Musk's xAl'was forced to
apalogrise this weak after its Grok
«chathot spewed antisemitic content.
and white nationalist talk ing points,
the response fialt depressingly famili-

RAL the problematic behaviour emer-
ged after they tweaked their system to
allow more politically incorrect res-
A dacision meems reckless,
%’Iﬂnthulwwwbhhawmmdmm
lamed deprecated code that s hould
e ramoved. IF you'Te buil ding
systemscapabileof reaching millians
af users. shouldnt you lenow what code

is running
The real probilem isn't technical
it

philosaphical. Too many Al com:
panies treat bias and harniful content
as unfortunate side efects tobe sdd-
ressad after deployment, mther than

California's AB::6, introduced last
Junuurv.mkes aneven more direct
biting the ‘the AT
cases, This lagis-

§

d it’ dn&'mem

The Crok incident muy mark a turn-
ing paint. Regulators warkdwide are
demaniding proactive measures rath-
er than reactive damage control, and
courts are increasingly willing to hold
companies direetly liable for theirsys
e’ ourputs.

This shift is long overdue. Al systems

gsh:dtum they’repowerful
toals that shape puliic discourss, influ

encedecisiom-making and can canse
real-world harm. The companies that
Build these systems must be held to
higher standards than traditional soft-
waredevelopers, with corres ponding

arsuspend theservica issue anapo-  fundamental risks to be prevented. lation recognises what should beobvi-  legal and ethical responsibilities.
Iogy amd pramisa ta do better. Rinse ‘heforehand. This reac s Junﬂrk':r question facing the Al industry
and repeat. worked when the stakes werelower.  loy Al systems bear isn'twhether

This isn't the first time we've ssn but Alsystems now ¢ atunpre-  their outputs, regardless af V\‘M!Jwr lity — it's whther tirdirsom]mlwnh
‘this playbook, Microsoft's Tay chatbat — cedented scale and influence, a  thoseoutputs were 'intendad". ar hWL‘It imposed by regulatars and
disaster in similarpat  chatbot itsnat  India's approach may pe ies tht comtinueto
‘term, The fict tht we're here again, c'mharrussinu. il's danperous, begi-  nitive than the KL :m].'ulann frame- rnlvunthuoldn]ugtwkiinost inci-
mearly adecade later, sy imisi if? L ek han the dent

Al
industry has learnt remarkahly little
from its mistakes.

But theworkd is nolonger willing to
accept ‘sorry’ assufficient. This is be-
cause Al has become a force multipli-

Isolating and insulating policymaking from public feedback
ismot just bad for the quality of poelicy, italsoweakens the over-
allstructureof governance. Engagement builds trust. identifi-
e blind spots, and ensures that final outcomes are bot heffecti-
veand seen as legitimate by those they affiect: the citizenry

© THINK ABOUT IT

‘.\. GCetting all Wirat Kohli' works only
k- ometimes, with some people

Not Everyone’s
Cuppa, Shubman

We can't be sure whether Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli
share the same trouser size. But in case the latter thought
that on-field aggression of the Kohli variety is a boilerpla-
testrategy; it isn’t. For some, belligerence feeds confidence.
For others, it leads to loss of clarity Alpha male/female

hest: i ll therage these Toved to-
olof toddlers, m wit]
andstrc when Gill

land's Zak Crawley towards the end of Day 3 at l.m\‘l'n on
Saturday and did that Kohli finger wag, along with letting
fly a few choice words about the batter needing toenhance
partsof his anatomy after the latter was lingering through
stumps, it may not have worked well... for India's captain.
True, hindsight gives us 20:20 vision, and India losing a
tight battleat Lood Iy lingright
to judge Gill as not being suitably aggro, and aggressively
suitable. He works better with a calmer head. Aggression’s
track record is rather poon Countries and corporations try
it, and we hear about only the grand successes. The sleeves-
rolling that fizele out aren’t much talked about. The truth
is, bluster of the pitch
demands it. Quiet caleulation perhaps works better than
going 'full testo tor nede” for the calculating likes of Gill.

warfore -atian and dissemi-
matian, and the time-to-impact has
shrunk. Thus, linhility and punitive
artionsare bamad.m.ulsed
itrevealed a troub-
'Ilnumpecm[ how Al companies ap-
proach accountability. Acconding to

|dm]c|g|ns tovast muimm:ur\

LS]]tI%!tlﬂll -hased system, I'umsuu,
of

increasingly lwlm.ed inaworld dum-

Thelegml landscape is
idly and Al companbes ignaring these
changes doso at their peril. The EU's
ALAct, which came intoforee in Feb-

anm

minal kaws rather than wait rurm
Alspecific lagislation. India doesn't
wthu\-'nﬁ[ﬂetdnle;.m]utmn butif

andingar

The Alindustry’s true maturity will
show not in flashy sky-high
valuations, but in its commitment to

Iinvariably your family and fri
eneds love you, trust youand res-
pect you. Doyou want them tohe
dependentan you? Do you fieel
good to be always needed and
wanited by someone? Do you
think it 15 the right karm and
‘beneficinl for your relationship
with them? Secandly, how much
ever loved. admired, skilful and
helpfiul you may be, never make
aryomse become dependent an
you Tt creates ego in vou. Help
peopleand care for them.

Remember that everyone hasa
uniquelife journey that reflects
and shapes thedr destiny. Your
rale s to empover them towalk
antheright path, and snmﬂih-
e them io cross any obstac!
that may come-on the way Sup-
port theam and show them their
capabilitios and how they can

X o skills, ideas,
TesourTes, expertise and experi-
ence with everyone Hut make
everyone to beselfreliant

Lastly empower yoursalf spi-
ritually every day This will help
you remain humbleand trest
everyone asequal and capable

PEASIN A
PODCAST
Star Trek,
Anyone?
With Shubhanshu Shukla
and three athers splashing
down near San Diegoaboard
SpaceX's Drs
mxwmlnlgl.:nswﬂumd
up But, if anything this only
the itch many feel to
getoff Barth —thistimenot
asastronauts bk as tourists,
I o1 want to know miore ab-
ot space tourism. tune into
Ou‘tut' Ofl'lms!msud.e-un the
Al
Mn‘nhannun'l hn'hls

rrhdives deeD imto r.he BT
ging STHICE AN Thecan-
versation spans suborhital
Joyrides with Virgin Galactic,
Bhse Oigin's repeat civilian
missians, and SpaceX’s bald
arhital forays — all signalling
thitspace iourism is nolong-
erjust a billionaire's fantasy.
‘Weinzier offiers agrounded

Anil Nalr

Many sources paint to India having
morethan 5 mn software engineers,
Microsoft’s GitHub puts the mmmber

Tuary, represents a shift from reactive incident had oe- fioty speed, rigour over shartcuts, take: space, e says, isnot just
regulation to proactive governance, nu'mdvu!h]ndlanusms.!hmstm: i real y over empty anitier
v omger apologise king of the Al apalogies. In this game, ‘s oan't it's also aplace. A plece whers
ﬂlelr\\aynutnlﬁ[ﬁailum: they sorvice, uL’rlmum'ImseaLmrstxM cutit—anly responsibility will countries, businasses and or-
must demonstrate theyve imple- under IPC 1534, and dinary peapbe might one day
mented robust safeguards before mllmmunalfnmﬂﬂx plutﬁ:u m The writer is a ammenfmtor on live, work and create valtie,
deployment. woukl passibile i ¥ it Asher the
space ecomomy is still aneoo-
i i 01000 00O 0 00000010 mamy sh Il
- mand and market dynamics.
Theepisode is athoughtful
primer on haw this high-fly-
ingzsectar is taking;  andl
what it could mean for busi-
messas and society alike.
OpenAl's Sam Alunun Anthropic's  lantingcurrent jobs. Specialists inbig It augurs well that the employment
Dario Amodei psoft CTOKevin  data, A]."Ml.nndw?_nl icationdevelop-  levelsofl annatators. quality control-
Seott, »uui\v}d.m ude Hi have  ers will b Fastost g i lersand project Imdnr:um already up
maved the s himidt, the :ba{nummd o ity tach 1 3 iy ack-
muancedd |ﬂ'eu'nn|:nﬁtemzubnut1m rbaracy and ne wartisa [nthe tha =h|m1nd.c'ru& from Chat Room |
mediacy level of replacement and cod- m:tdsuf".l‘(‘SCEDKl(nthna:an the \Amlnguﬁ:@wmwgmgdm.amwlll
img complexity. traditional software devel Tafie- Eﬂnﬂ\..-\]lmdre]dﬁ include Alsystem
he Warkd Eronamic Forum ‘Future  cycle we will evalve. and nance, Ben Lords It over
af Jobs Report 3005, surveying 1000 new rolesmay come into play mdc\bmsmlnt} for Alsystems. Alsa,
companies in 55 economies across 1 Altools now deliver lower] k'\olnlm'nh- designing systems incorporating Shmean Master
industries, underscores that Aland ing work, manator I sightand ed it Agropos the news report, ‘Oh
automation will transformsst af, anid routine debugzing very wedl. Iiut ventions o prevent Al hallucination Lord 8" (ET Sport, dul 15), the
businasses by 310 WEFalsopredicts — they cannot yet replace jurdjement nnd.c'rrurﬁ. Lo 's Tiast that India unfortuna-
that 170 mn jobs will , while ing from long expersence and 1t 48% goquisition of tely Jost by a whisker could have

af developers on their platform in In-
dlin at 15.4 mn. poised to cross the US
Ty 2027 to becume the langest nation of
coders and developers.

With ¥ mn gracuabes every year, ame
‘gz thiem st Joast half a million software
emgrinears, the probdem of unemploy-
ment koms langeas aresultal Albe-
in%puszd totake over routine tasks,

e employability, owing toskill
deficits, remains an issoe, the maddle-
luss aspiration to gt a lucrative saft-
‘ware job Lves on, undiminisl

S0, when former Google CEO Eric
Schmidt says that Al will sutomate
and raplace most programming jobs
in the noar future, jlarm bells are
Thoumed to g0 off. Schimict believes that
Al isevolvingat an unprecedented
rate, and is furmore sophisticated and
advaneed than the public parceives.
Heattributes this tosfimproving Al
systens increas ing capabilities expo-
mentially Societal unpreparedness in
termaof institutionl and legal frame
works is a worry tno.

o jobe will bedisplaced.

A that's what countries must focus
an— thenew jobs being created — to
shakeall the panic relating o supp-

deepdomain knowledge, tested in sea-
lakile, complex, real-use conditions.
{xperts put it in perspective when they
forence race conditions in code-
like when two or more threads try to
access the spme coda l:meurrmtl

Scnlu AL data eompany, thit puts its
valluation at 528 bn, highlightsthat
data is as strategic &s compute.

5o, what next? WEF report in-
dicates that £7% of work done prima-
rily by humans (and the rest by me-

and the resultis oo ch
ﬂumtdmsrnt_wlhnuﬁ:rtmnlv
human intervention from those with
proficiency over language, business
context and systeme,

Despite the Alonslaught, thereare
‘many areas countries could focus on
where humans awm better: Like
Alintersctiondesign, about the iter-
ativerefining of promypes ta achieve
apt incodingand de-

chines)will decrease,
Bt the 0% that invelves collaboati-
veman-machine effort will increase.
Somne aspects will makea big differen-
ceinthis

intelligence and our frontier thinking
ahility to push thel |m||-.ul rmsunma

igone thaother way had Yashasvi
daiswal not played that reckless
hook, or KL Rahul not made ni-
ghtwatchman Akash Deep face
10 chel fveries in the inming’s dying
moments when the Enpdish bowl-
ers ware fired up, or Ravindra

Jadeja changed gears in the last
hourar Shubman Gill been more
prosctive. Everyone'sopinions
apart, the real reason is that Eng-
land captain Ben Stokes’ never.
say-dieattitude, unrelentingat-
tucks, belief in his abilities psan

Atanindividual

duntes in the arts,

all Jtrustin

and a i

Tuging. Or data curation. involving
annodation. Iml]u'ﬁ”ﬂaba tngprng
imapes amd transcribing audio for
training Al models,

13 the data annotation market
alone isexpected o expand from $6.500
0§20 b by 2000, &ned from $80mn to
Simn inbndiain th o

critical thinking todefine the right
prablems, problem-solving skills,
|miu=|n ﬂxnnmsumd.mntmuuu:

\\'E't'an't afford o baleft behind by
the very revalution we ignited,

The writer ix focander; ThimkStreet

TS
ing teammates, and a huge slice
of destiny in hisfaveur all com-
bined todefieat India in suoces-
sive Tests that India dominsated
fiar the major pert, There's nosha-
mea i bosing such close ties com-
pared o caving in under pressure,
Deepak Oethekar

Nastik




INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT I8 A MISSION,
— Ramnath Goenka

FOOD LOGISTICS KEY
TO KEEPING RETAIL
INFLATION IN CHECK

T Is indeed good news for consumers that retall inflation

substantially eased in June. The inflathon rate based on

the Consumer Price Index fell to 2,10 percent—the lowest

sinee January 2009 and a signlficant drop from the 5.08

percent registered in June 2024. It also marked the elght
consecutive month the retall rate has moderated at pre-pan-
dembe levels and stayed near the bottom of the RBI'S toler
anee band of 26 percent for the fth month on the trol. The
wholesale inflation, too, fll to a 20-month low of 0.13 per-
cent and retall food prices contracted by 108 pereent in June,
This ls slgnificant because the lower down the economic
pyramid one goes, the larger the share of food items in
heusehold budgets, In other words, higher food prices affoct
the poor disproportionately more,

The fall in the CP1's food basket was mainly driven by a
yearan-year drop of 19 percent in vegetable prices, 118 per-
cont fall in pulses and 3 percent easing of the costs of meat
and splees. The conslstently high prices of vegetables and
pulses over the last few years had been pushing up food infla-
tion to punishing levels. Economists say thelr easing reflacts
a good monsoon, expanded kKharlf sowing and improved wi-
ter aupply. However, core Inflation—which excludes more
volatile elements ke food and foel—edged up to 4.4 percent
I June, the highest since September 2023,

The trends have been nudging the central bank to throttle
back its anti-inflationary measures, Including reducing the
key repo or short-term lending rate by one percentage polnt
to 6.5 percent over the last & months. It has made borrowing
easior, Inereased money supply and eranked up some sectors
of the economy. The June data may induce a further cuthack
L Interest rates in August, However, not all parts of the ple-
ture look rosy. The lower readings come on relatively high
bases notched up a year ago. Secondly, the stroet prices of
many items vary geographieally and are higher than what
these all-Indla fgures reflect, What bs Important is that a
better handling of essential supplies and management of
food stocks have contributed to stemming runaway inflation,
Given affordable food supply Is essential, the government
needs to keep a keen eye on this area In the months abead
and Intervens as necessary,

BALASORE TRAGEDY MUST
STIRINSTITUTES TOACTION

HE tragle sell-immaolation of a gld student—a victim

of alleged harassment by a faculty member of FM Au-

tonomous College in Odisha's Balasore district—is

deeply unsettling. The 20-year-old, who was pursuing a

bachelor of education degres, was falled by an educa-
thon system that was supposed to protect her After six
months of harassment, the student had mustered courage
o talk about ber ordeal on social media onJune 25 Five days
Lty after the accused assistant professor barred her from
appearing for a test, she lodged a complaint, What followed
was a perversion of the Unlversity Grants Commlsslon's
norms, Last Saturday, after a meeting with the prineipal, the
student sot hersell afire on the college campus.

Both the principal and the assistant professor have been
arrested, a panel is investigating the incident, and all higher
educational institutions in the state have been asked to form
internal complaint committess within 24 hours, All of this
s ke closing the stable doors after the horse has bolted,
There was clear evidence that institutlons were flouting
VGO clear-cut guldelines, A report last vear estimated that
Just 5 pereent of publie universities and 1,000-0dd degree
colleges in the state complied with the norm for setting up
those committess. Annual reporting of cases of secual har-
assment to both the UGC and the higher educatlon depart-
ment ls mandatory, but most Institutions did not comply.
That the ineldent comes close on the heals of the Nepall st-
dents' crisis shows that the stale's higher educathon system
has not been dolng (ts oversight job,

The sensitive lssue has taken a political turn with the op-
position targeting Mohan Charan Majhl's BJP government
for falling to act in time, Even though the CM has vowed
striet action againat the perpetrators, the Congress and Left
parthes have called for an Odisha bandh on July 17, while the
principal opposition, the BJD, has planned o Balasore shut.
dewn and o secretariat gherao on Wednesday, Amid the po-
litkcal melee, the core lssue must not be overlooked because
it concerns the lives of lakhs of students. There must be
greater pwareness about grievanes redress Systems on cam-
puses, In the Balasore cuse, the student did not have access
o counselling, Institutbons falling to follow UGE norms on
these fronts must fmee streict action. At stake 1s nothing less
than the safety of the country's future generations,

LET THE SMALL FRY BE

T'S difficult to imagine public gatherings in India without

servings of chal-samosaor kapl-vada. So, reports that the Un-

bon health mindstey had mandated warning labels for samosas,
Jalebis and laddoos drew such a collective acld reflux that the
government had to sswe a digestive supplement on Tuesday: It
oxplained It only wints to ralse swareness on s harm “hidden
fats and excess sugar” inflict, So far, so compliant with warnings
alrendy lssued by the National Institute of Nutrltion, I the obes-
Ity epbdemic s the target, policy makers should first go after the
ultra-processed foods peddied by massive companios, As the In-
dian Counell of Medleal Research has shown, that's where the
greater public health hazard lurks, The rest ks small [y,

i

E live in the midst of a
brand clutter, Look arownd,
Nothing is unbranded any-
maore. Literally everything
you and I use are branded
items. Some more aggr
aively than others. Never-
theless, nothing remains pristine
without the sacrad or not-so-sacred
touch—depending on what you be-
leve—al branding.

There are daily-use products and,
equally, serviee brands that many of
us recognise by the labels they sport,
Every category has a hierar
brands that spans the category of the
popular, the prembum and the luxury,
Every breath you take and every step
you take are dictated by a brand in
some way or another. This newspaper
In your hand is a brand, just as the
toothpaste you used to brush your
teeth with this morning is one, The
Book you will read later is a brand—as
are all the prople you meet today,

That brings us to the human
brand—the peraona brand each one
of us s, If you have a name all your
own, you are i brand, So am 1, And
there beging the journey of the hu-
man brand; a name given to distin-
guish one from the other. You and |
are, therefore, brands in our own
right, each with a distinet identity,

name, the journey
began, We are wedded to our names
i1l death, And, interestingly, beyond,

Human brands are really valuable
offerings in the great marketplace of
brands, While every one of our erick-
eters s wildly aware of the potential
of their personal brand, many of us
are blissfully unaware of the true-
blue potential of our own.

I have been working in the realm of
personal branding for the last two
decades, These brands are really as
personal as the person is, and there.
fore to each thelr own, Some prefer to
focus on their personal brands and
others just let it be. While some cul-
tivate their brand image with care,
others let it happen on its own. And
then there are others who want to
eultivate a brand persona which 1s
not theirs at all, What, then, is right
and what is wrong?

Brands are built mostly with meth-
o and a bit of madness, The ones
Built in this manner are carefully cul-
tivated, To an extent, personal brands
built this way are insecure offerings,
They ape practices and processes
from the realm of Inanimate product

Personal branding works only

when you stay true to your own

persona. Al-driven personal branding apps, which know
you very well, will soon be your ablest guides

WHY THE BRAND
IN THE MIRROR IS
THE TRUEST ONE

and service brands and tend to set for
themselves goals that are not true to
them, They are not real in many ways,
They are forced articulations of what
they believe is good to be, It is not re-
ally what they are. And there lies the
problem, Many a persona brand from
the realm of politics are socialists by
day and socialites by night,

Over the last two decades, of the 78
prominent politicians from across the
spectrum in India, Sri Lanka, Singa-
pore and Thailand I have worked with,
only 14 have asked me to showease
them to be who they really are; 65 oth-
ersouls prefer to be seen as better ver-
slons of who they really are. Some, of
course, want vastly improved im-
ageries, at times oven dinmetrically
opposed to their real selves, [ have re-
fused many., My ethos in personal

o
9

and] v & ourcds o e Bjoos Conuls b

branding is a simple one. If youare a
wolf, look like a wolf. Don't attempt a
‘wolf in sheep's clothing' image. It
rarely works. Even If it works, it does
nnly for a while
believe personal branding has
lh fistinet avatars: the good, the
bad and the ugly. The good is when
you are using the tools of personal
branding to promote your persona
with a set of objectives to help people
better their lives in some way, th
ood politiel & that kind of an o
tity. To folks 18 keind, the dir
tiom in personal branding is cl s
you be you. Whatever you are, p:u*
tray that with vigour Don't add one
iota of garam masala to your image.
Mot even a tadka or garnish, That
makes you a truthful persona who
will be looked up to,

BRICS TO BUTTRESS GLOBAL SOUTH

N RIME Minister Narendra Modi's

(B recent five-nation diplomatic tour
apanning Brazll, Ghana, Namibis,
Trinidad and Tobago, and Argen.

tinmwis  demonstration of India's
strategle vision for the Global

Sauth, Centred arcund the BRICS

summit in Brazil, these visis re
din's posltion as o plvotal volce among
emerging econambes in a rapidly-evolving
multipolar world, [t showeased India's in
tent to shape globnl governance by empaw-
ering the Global South, deepening reglonal
cooperntionand counterbalancing the hege-
monle influences in multilateral platforms,

Irelia’s edforts to amplify the volee ol the
(Hlobal South have gained momentum in
recent years, culminating in the inclusion
of the African Union inte the G20 during
India's presidency in 203, This precedent
ks now mirrored In BRICS, which is under
golng significant expansbon, With India's
Wit vedw nt, countries such as
t, Ethiopia, Tran and the UAE have
Jodned the bloc, now termed BRICS+, Sev-
eral more nations from West Asla, Africa
|ln||]Jl1|.nA!1wnca1‘ul\1' e pressd interest,

C8 na a credible platform to
champion thelr intereses,

Indla’s current stancing can be better ap-
precinted by revisiting the origingof BRICS
In the early 20008 nnd the foundational RIC
or Russia-Indin-Ching framework, At that
p, the glohal order was mariedly d fior
it Hussba was a member of the GE, Clina
was sanmlessly integrating into West-led
ingtitutions, and India-China relations
were relatively cordial, The inclusion of
Brazil and South Africa expanded the
group into BRICS, Imumlhyuulmwﬂvlﬂnn
for a new multipolar world,

Over |I1n prst twe decades, the BRICS

my now stands at $60 trillion, surpassing
thie G7 $45 trillbon, driven largely by the
dyrum e of Aslan and ather Global South
countries. However, BRICS is not without
contradictions, Border tenslons in $018,
AT and 2000 have signi
din-Ching relations, Whi
ues o espavse un ity there are heavy under-
currents of mistrust and apprehension,
India’s actiona reflect an acute twareness
of these renlities,

During the Prime Minkster's five-nation
tour, External Affairs Minister § Jais-
hankar participated in the Quad forelgn
ministers' meeting inthe 1S, highlighting
astrateghc balancing act, It underscored n
commitment to a truly multipolar world,
where India engnges within South-South

THENEW IND|

Chaimaned

ANIL K ANTONY

couperation frameworks ke BRICS and
the Shanghal Cooperation Organlsation,
while alse working with like-minded glo-
bal pariners io promete security, econemic
collaborations, stable supply chains, and
freedom of navigation in critieal reglons,

Indin's indluence within BRICS is instru-
mantal in ensuring the coalition remains
allgned with its broader interests, With Chi-
ni's strong clout in the grouping, it is im-
perative for Indin to maintain a proactive
presence o prevent any unilateral rediree-

4=

The PM's recent flve-nation tour
was part of India’s efforts to deepen
engagement with the Global South.
Through its upcoming presidency of
BRICS, India hopes to shape 2 global
order where emesging economies
have a greater valce

tion of trajectory, Thers have been repeatod
attempts o include Pakistan in the group-
Ing, raising legitimate concerns given In-
dia's security Imperntives, Defence Minister
Feaajrth Stoigh heiel declined to sign the joint
oo at fhe recent SCOdefmee min-
Isters’ meeting in Gingdao, citing s falure
ti mchonnin g th Pl g tervor attack
though it hind refarences to incidents in Ba-
lochistan, and its emission of Indin's con-
cerns related to tervorism, This episode
e s A reminder that India must remain
alert to ensure multilaternl forums do not
evelve into platforms that undermine iis
core strntegle and security interests,
Dhespite these challenges, the potential
for economic cooperation within BRICS
remaing ensrmous. With all member na-
thons and the wider Global South undergoe-
Ing rapid digital and technologleal tans-
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energy are nvaluabl
innovation-led partnershi)

The BRICS Croas-Border Payments Ini-
tiative, along with a growlng preference for
domestie currency trade, s advantageous
for India. While cautious about endorsing
acommon BRICS currency due to practieal
concerns, Indin sees clear strategic benefits
in enhancing bocal currency transactions,
particularly as the bloc moves towards in-
cluding more oil producing countries,

The Brael] summit marked several diplo-
matie victories for Indin. BRICS' unequive-
cal condemnation of the Pahalgam terror
attack reaffirmed its alignment with In-
clia's stance, The Rio joint declaration ex-
plicitly backed the aspirations of both [n-
dia and Brazil to secure permanent
membership of the UN Securlty Council,
Furthermore, BRICS support for India’s
ambition to host COPE in 2008 emphasised
trust in India's eapneity to have a leading
rale in global elimate action,

I an inerensingly polarised global band-
seape, whire nations ire often pressured (o
align with one Great Power or another, In-
dlin offers a compelling alternative world-
view: Rejecting the binary choioes reminis-
cent of the Cold War, India advances a
vislon grounded in it eivilisational ethos
of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', that the
wrrdd s ome family: Gulded by the prineiple
al 'O World, Cne Planet, One Future’, [n-
din calls for reformed global institutions
that reflect the realities of the present and
the possibllities of the future,

Indin's engngement in BRICS lsnot mere-
Ty about asserting matlonal influence; it s
about shaping a global order where -
Ingg economies have a rightful voice and o
clear path to shared prosperity. Indin ia set
o nssume :I‘u! presidency of BRICS nexi
ting a sgnificant oppartunity
or & mare badanced, inclusive

endemvours in a multipolar world,
(Viers are personal)

Products are made in the factory,
but brands are created in the mind

L
Landor

My ultimate icon in this space is
Mahatma Gandhi, Gandhiji as a per-
sona is a classic case-study of the
point ‘you be you'. You might look
crazy or irreverent, You might look
to he someane swimming against the
tide. So be it. That is your brand.
Brands of this kind are rememberad
long after they are gone, as opposed
to persons brands that are desperate-
1y seeking to look straight when they
are really crooked,

Persona brands built inorganically,
with imageries diametrically op-
posed to who they really are, fall by
the wayside. Humans understand hu-
mans, Your neighbour and your tar-
get audience are intelligent and in-
tubtd t ever think otherwise.
Shortsighted brand managers will
make you do things you mustn't,
Don't, You be you!

At thia point, | manage the personal
branding of twe babas (I don't mean
Baba Sehgal), six ericketers, two high-
Nying burenuecrats, three ‘politieal
startups’ (sons and daughters of poli-
tielans with an Intention of enl
politics), a eluteh of corpor
chis, a bevy of startup founders, and
a host of fllm stars from across Flind]
and non-Hindi cinema,

Does this mean that thers 18 one
common format in which each one of
them Is branded? Not at all, The brand
“you' 18 as personal as you are, Build
it to represent who you are. To do this,
do you really nesd a brand-coach? In
some cases, you do. But In reality, my
strong belief after being a practition-
er in this space is that you don't. You
are your best brand manager. Persona
branding is a do-it-yourself thing. Do
it for yourself, Pour integrity into it
and you will not go wrong.

To those who are lnoking for an ex-
ternal coach to guide, wait a bit, You
will soon have one. Pick from an array

" personal branding Al apps that are
mit-driven, These agentic Al apps
know you well, They are linked to
your URL, your browsing history,
your habits and usages, your social
media mentions, your participation

rona. Your persona brand
et will guide you every
step of the way, Every action of yours
will be tallored to stick to the persona
you are and want to be seen to b,
Importantly, as you navigate the
personal branding journey, you be
you. Only you. Just you.
{Views are personal)
(harishbijoordhotmail.com)
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Victims® agony
Ref: Release foll rramseeipt of Al flight 71
audio recording Immedlately (Jul 15]. Only a
apeedy and transparent search of the facts
could mitigate the agony of the victims'
relatives and also bring rellef {2 the piok
and crew fratemity, Such & staggening loss
will et dilute over tima easily,

Tirunetvel

Afghan affinity

Rel: Seven sheps to rebulld bridge with
Kabul {4 15), buddging from the present
International developments, It Is inevitable
for India 1o cultivate good relations with
Afghanistan-especlally sharing @ commen
and globally owispoken candemnation of
Pakistan's proay terorist motiwations.
Haribandhu Panigrahi, Subamagur

Terminator salvation

Rel: Rlsks & sealities of kilier sobots [Jul
15). 10 Is & stary reality we are heading
towards that such meapons operate Lan
war ethics, and can go berserk. There shnum
be o meaningiul policy 1o overses suth
operations, or else we are facing doamaday,
P Prema, Than|avur

Introspective writing

Ref: A courtesan's awakening and
Wyasa's sebile geaivs (Jul 1), | eally
appreciate your well-referenced writing
whith makes us, as readers, introspect.
It would be lovely to see the shiokas

I thelr eaiginal Devanagar| fermat to
actempany your columng,
Rajagopal Ramanathan, Mumbal

Pardoning Nimisha

Rel: Last-diteh efforts am to save Indlan
nurse |l 15), To e |x human, to forgive
divime. This |5 a good chance to pardon
Nimisha Priys, end st an euample of
forgiveness for the ultimate grievante.

The warld needs to wiiness the gestuee ol
furgiventss the anarieved famity has shan
1o Nimizha's famity,
Elizabeth Koghy, Pathanamthitta

Lord's lessons

Ret: Oh Lavd's: Tail omes good but falfs
22 short {ul 15), Though Team bndla lost
the third Test against England at Lord's by
anariow margin, there is na need to o5
heart, Kugdos to Ravindra Jade|a and the
Aail-enders for their valiant fight. Had ihe
batters shown mere caution, the sutcome
might have been different, With iwo more
maiches to go, there |3 still hope, Lat us
Arust that Team Indla will learn from these
setbacks and beunce back stronger.

PP , Kasar,

Pebideations
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TIIERE is mo denying that
poctic justice was rendered
ak the Mecca of the gentleman’s
game on Mondiy as regards
the purest form of cricket-Test
match, The third match of the
India-England Test serbes may
have ended in heartbreak for
Team India and millions of fans
back home, but the team went
down with guns blazing till the
wery last minute, Taken on a posi-
tive note, the exciting match saw
the pendulum swinging hither
and thither, which is what such
an extraordinary match should
be. In sports parlance, the Lords
Test had all the ingredients that
delights the connoisseurs of the
purest form of ericket, for whom
wha wing eventually hardly mat-
ters, They are keen on how the

match progresses, the ups and
downs and the advantage going
from one side 1o the other down
to the wire. Simply put the thisd
India-England showdown had all
the elements that typify a glori-
ous Test match- superative dra-
ma, display of grit and courage,
the never-say-die spirit to stay in
the hunt staring a1 adversity and
an amti-climax finish but respect
intact for the losing sides display
of extraordinary courage when
the chips seemed down. Inciden-
tally, till the very end it seemed
like the writing was on the wall
for both the hosts and the visiting
team. The Lord's Test symbolized
the traditionally held notion-no
match is won tll the last ball is
bowled. On that count, it makes
for a classic testimonial for Test

cricket.
Howewer, caught in this cel
chratory euphoria one should not
# that the match also brought
back the darker and murkier side
of the game because of which
cricket was in the news for all
the wrong reasons before the ad-
vent of technology-the dreaded
umpiring that was forever bi-
ased towards the host team. It is
shameful that umpiring raised its
ugly head during the thied Tndia-
England Test and that tos in the
games most revered headquar-
ters, Umpiring was not just shod-
dy or bizarre but one in which the
umpires came up with decisions
that were hugely condemnable
and severely punishable. Alas, it
made for an unsporting cut of a
match that should have entered

India ‘umpired’” down but victory for Test cricket

the record books as one of most
closely fought Test battles with
players from neither side budg-
ing of buckling under pressure. It
was anybody’s game before tea on
the final day. With their dublous
decisions, umpires played spoil-
sport, especially Australian um-
pire Paul Reiffel, whose conten-
tiaus decisions not only changed
the seript of the final day pro-
ceedings but also ook the match
away from India, Questionable
LBW verdicts added to Indias
frustration even on the fourth
day, while the situation worsened
on the deciding day, a day when
a series of calls went against the
visitors.

It blew inte a full-fledged
controversy after K L Rahul was
adjudged not out and the subse-

quent DRS review overturned the
call, a decision that was ridiculed
by Sunil Gavaskar, Ravichandran
Ashiwin was equally furious when
carlier Reiffed declared Shubman
Gill out caught behind GIT:NtClI\
ery that missed the bat by a ‘mile!
“There were several such umpiring
goof-ups that turned the tables
against India, These will take ald-
timers back to the pre-third wm-
pire days when biased umgp
invariably destroyed the winning
prospects of visiting teams and
sorme decisions almost destroyed
the ‘gentleman’ image of the great
game and led to international
chaos, Hopefully, umpiring blues
will be a thing of the past as In-
dia heads to Manchester for the
furth Test, slated to commence
om July 23,

India should develop indigenous
technology to accelerate its drone push

- - Zdl

SRINIVAS SHEKAR

N recent years, drones
have moved from niche
innovation to critical ma-
tional infrasgtructure, espe-
clally in defence and surveil-
lance. They are now widdy
deployed  along  borders,
used for intelligence gather-
ing. and integrated into real-
time combat strategy. How-
ever, with this rise in usage
COmes & FAsing concern—se-
curity risks linked to foreign
components,  particularly
from neighboring countries,
Investigations in the past
have revealed that even
drones supplied to the In-
dianarmed forces, including
those deployed in sensitive
bonder areas, contain parts
from countries that share
land borders with India,
even though this is sup-
to be restricied. Many

of these drones were pro-
cured from vendors, who
simply self-certified them as
free from such companents.
The absence of a strict,
independent  verification
machanism left mom for
vulnerability, a loophole that

W The Indian Arry is
working on a compre-
hensive framework to
regulate the sounce
and integrity of drone
components

# There is an urgent need
o develop indigenous
drone technology

could have serious implica-
tions, What we see today is
a world where control over
data and devices can deter-
mine stralegic outcomes and
sich gaps can no longer be
ignored.

If forcign-made  com-
ponents, particularly from
likely geopaolitical adversar-
ies, are embedded in Indiaks
defence drones, there is the
rigk that these systems could
be accessed remotely or
compromised  Such inter-
ference could lead to loss of
sensitive information, oper-
ational disruption, o7 worse,
explaitation during conflict,

A regulatory framework
to salfeguard secu
To address this, the Indian
Army, along with relevant
ministrics and agencies, is
working on a comprchen-
sive framework 1o negulite
the source and integrity of
drone components.

This framework, currently
under consideration for ap-
proval, is designed 1o dose
existing loopholes, enforce
quality standards, and en-

f 1
INDIGENOLS

DRONE
TECHNOLOGIES

With the nature of modem threats
constantly evolving, it's equally important
to defend against drones that may be used
for espionage or attack. An integrated
approach thatincludes both offensive and
defensive drone capabilities will be the key
to securing India's airspace and critical
infrastructure.

needs.

sure greater ¥
in the drone manufactur.
ing ecosystern. While this is
an important step, its part
of a larger and longer-term
pourney  toward  strateghc
independence. At the heart
of this shift is the urgent
need to develop indigenous
drone technology. The bogic
is straightforward: owning
the design, development,
amd  production processes
allows a country to maintain
control over how drones op-
erate, where data flows, and
how quickly systems can

adapt to changi

Indigenous drone
technology matters:
There are several advantages
to baikding drones entirely
locally.

First, it reduces depend-
ence on foreign supplicrs,
especially in times of dip-
lomatic tensions or ghobal
supply  chain :[usrupnmu.

deploy them in  greater
numbers across various ap-
plications.

Third, local  manufsc-
tring allows engineers to
design drones tailored 10
Indids unique geography,
from high-altitude Himala-
yan terrain to dense forests
and deserts, ensuring better
performance in real-world
conditions. Fourth, it signif-
icantly shortens turnaround
times for upgrades, repairs,
and improvements — an es-
sential factor in high-stakes
defence environments.

Fifth. when a drone is
buik ground up, this then
allows for drome commu-
nication to also be secured
Ietter with encryption. This
is particularly important
since drones essentially use
wircless  communication
that currently doesn’t have
the mast rabust encryption,
to prevent hacking.

The challenge-Moving
from ahnrmil ylo
manufacturing:

‘While the intent is strong,
challenges renaln. Much of
Indias drone ecosystem cur-
rently relies on assembling
imporied parts rather than
building fully indigenous
systems. Core technologies
like semiconductor manu-

Second, it is 1
domestically rmnurncmn:d

bing the government to

facturing, adv | sensors
and clectronics fabrication
are stlll in early develop-
ment stages  domestically.
This gap limits the depth of

seli-reliance and will take

time 1o bridge. But progress
is underway, and govern-
i

( LETTERS

Bravo Shubhanshu!

EARTIEST congratulations to astronaut Shubhandhu
Shukla for the successful completion of his space mis-
sion. We became emotional while watching the successful
splash down from the Dragon space capsule, off the Coast
of California, which ferried our nation’s hero, along with
three other astronauts. Shukla. the second Indian to go inte
space, conducted 60 odd experiments that wen: assigned
to him by ISRO and NASA. My greetings to Shukla for in-
spurmg millions of countrymen with his indomitable spirit.
d courage. The knowledge and experience he
has gained in the |ul fortnight will ||=|p TSRO scientists
to work on its plans as regards the Gaganyan programme.
&, |, Janardhana Rag, Hyderabad-28,

Shubhanshu research centre-cum-university

ELCOME back to carth Shubhanshu Shukla and
fellow-three astronauts afier 18 days of research in
155 (Internatbonal Space Station). The team emerged from
the Dragon capsube that splashed into the Pacific Ocean
(3.30 pm July 15). Setting up a full-edged “Shubhandu
research centre-cum-university” will be the finest tribute to
him. Shubhanshu is an inspiration to 140 crome Indians
and their progressive dreams, His interviews 1o the media
on his research work are the most awaited, especially by the
budding space-aspirants.
PVP Madhu Nivriti, Secunderabad 61

Proud moment for Indians

ROUP Captain Shubhanshu Shukla returning to earth
after the successful Axiom-4 Mission is a proud mo-
ment for every Indian, reminiscent of Rakesh Sharmals
hmrlc spxl-lllght He spent 18 days in the International

are
already pushing innovation,
research, and kil develop-
msent i this §

In parallel, the focus isnt
Just on building drones, but
also on building counter-
drone systems. With the
nature of modern threats
constantly  evolving, it
equally impaortant to defend
against drones that may be
used for espionage o attack,
An integrated approach that
includes both offensive and
defensive drone capabilitics
will be the key to securing
Indids airspace and critical
infrastructure,

Looking ahead-
Innovation and global
leadership:
Indids long-term  goal is
clear: to develop a secure,
self-reliant drone ecosystem
that not aaly strengthens its
defence posture but also po-
sitboms it as a global player in
drone technology. The push
for Indigenisation is a stra-
tegic necessity. Drones have
become an important part of
modern warfare; it is neces-
sary to have full control over
them. This helps protect our
borders, keep the country
safe, and prepare our army
for the future.
(The writer s co-founder
and CEQ of Pantherun
Technologies)

Plant theft is an environmental crime that is often overlooked

Jesmn Cavvars

ORE than 180 plants were
stoden  from a well-boved
public park in ti
Arboretum in g
cident ook pim Just days after
volonteers had re-planted  How-
ers and shrubs to repair damage
from a previous theft in March. In
April, the nearby Forest Recrea-
tion Ground community garden
was abo targeted = roses and crops
grown by volunteers were stolen,
even 3 pomd went misshig. Plant
theft may seem trivial, but environ-
mental and wildlife crime tend to
be overlooked. This is precisely one
of the reasons why it is om the rise.
Rescarch suggests an annual
growth rate in  environmental
crime of 5.7 per cent, making it
the third larpest criminal sector in
the world. Globally, environmen-
tal crime has been valued at § 70-
213 billion anmually. As with maost
crimes, its true scale is difficult to
estimate as it remains hidden, This
is even more true for enviranmen-
tal crime that goes umlﬂccml
Mant  thefts in N T

cause our ethics and value systems
generally prieritise fellow humans
and do not recognise non-bumans
as victims,

People may more Iulceh care

about b such as ek

where | am based are small in com-
parison, but they tell the same story
of lcrative illicit opportunitics for
criminals where law enforcement
and potential sanctions are low. Its
most likely that people steal local
plants to sell on for profit. Anather
reason for overlooking this grow-
ing trend in wildlife crime is that
perpetrators, as well as much of so-
ciety, may feel that this is a “victim-
less crime”

Where plants, animals, water-
courses or soil ane “the victim’
people dont feel as strongly be-

targeted in illegal ivory uadt. bt
environmental crime  permeates
every community in the UK, as the
recent Nottingham cases indicate.

Stolen benefits:

As a researcher in envirenmental
sociology, 1 believe wildlife crime
and envimnmental damage should
gain higher priority in terms of
public attention, law enforcement
and potential sanctions. Wot only
because of the intrinsic value that
non-human natare has, but be-
cause of the value natare brings to

us humans. Parks and green spaces
known as “green infrastructure”
are central o owr u<'|1brmg in
cities. They bring )

fits of nature-based activity. Public
parks are often also significant in
terms of cukuul heritage. This is

and social benefits in terms of air
quality, wrban heat island effect,
surface fooding. carbon sto
biodiversity and healh. After the
Covid pandemic, the importance
of accessing quality green spaces
for our mental and physical well-
being became even more apparent,
Visits to parks can reduce bomeli-
nmess and anxiety, a8 well as foster a
sense of belonging and community,
This has the potential to benefit the
public purse 1o,

Mottingham s currently  in-
volved in a national green social
prescribing test and learn pro-
gramme to demonstrate the bene-

ot @ new dis y

Historically, puhlu parks were
introduced in cities o improve
living conditions, quality of life
and as educational resources. The
Arboretum - the city centre park
recenily targeted by thieves - was
the first such public park to open
in Nottingham in 1345, When val-
wed green spaces are the victim of
crime, this is not a mere aesthetic
problem,

Wider social and environmental
harms are inflicted upon commu-
nities and nature that depend on
open green spaces to thrive, lead-
ership in groen initiatives, it suffers
from deep-seated social inequality

Historically, public parks
were introduced in
cities to improve living
conditions, quality of
life and as educational
resources. The Arboretum
- the city centre park
recently targeted by
thieves - was the first
such public park to open
in Nottingham in 1845,
When valued green
spaces are the victim of
crime, this is not a mere
aesthetic problem.

and deprivation that are long-term
challenges.

Social inequality ks associated
with crime and disorder in urban
areas that creates a vicious cycle
whien the crimes target community
assets such as public parks. [1is be-
yand doubs that public parks being
ransacked will negatively impact
the quality of life in Nottingham.

It is likely that these crimes get
dismissed as a minor nuisance
because “only plants™ were stolen,
but this attimade serves 10 mask the
broader trend of growing environ-
miental crime and the damage this
brings 1o communities,

Unformnately, this will further
contribuite to the likelibood of such
crimes spreading in future.

{The writer is from Nottingham
Trent University)

(155). which isa milestone,

’Uul.a'bly. the astronaut successfully completed the assigned
experiments during his mission. While wishing Shukla for
hisachievement, | hope these will inspire many youngsters.
Ganti Venkara, Secunderabad

Banning of toddy could boomerang

his refers to “Be wary: Adulierated toddy is a silent

killer" (THI July15), Banning toddy might seem like
a quick fix 1o curb adulteration and health risks—but its
a complex move with wide-ranging consequences. Toddy
is deeply rooted in cultural traditions, especially in Kerala,
Tamil Naduand parts of West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh.
Both toddy and its unfermented form (neera) are some-
times used in bocal ceremonies and emple offerings. It
not just a drink—it’s a symbol of rural heritage and com-
munity bonding. However, cultural practices should never
come at the cost of puhllc health, Lels chooﬂ salel}' tm'r
the “kick’ L d toddy is
health, as it contains natural nutrients like vitamins, min-
erals, and amino aci ds. Toddy societies often enjoy political
patronage and ent voie banks. If banned, the risk of
illicit liquor markets thriving in the vacuum is high-and
potentially more dangerous. Banning toddy without a
safety net could do more harm than good. Therfore, the
focus should be 1o crack down on adulteration, not tradi-
thom, regulate and certify toddy quality, educate consumers,
provide safe alternatives, and suppont livelihoods through
training and alternative income sources.

D O, Prasads Rao, Hyderabad

‘RT1vs Privacy’ is a true mirror reflection

HE article by Dr Madabhushi Sreedhar Acharylu on
‘BT vs Privacy’ has projected the practical issues faced
by many people. They all helplessly roam around police
stations and courts for speedy justice. During his recent
wisit to Hyderabad, the Chief Justice of India spoke about
delivery of justice in the most affected cases. When legal
heads sort out and sohve each common issue with useful
and usable solutions, lakhs of pending cases can get cleared
and ensure that the affected victims get rellief from the hur-
dles that they are subject to,
G Murali Mohan Rao, Secunderabad-11

thehansreader@gmail.com

(2 BENGALURU ONLINE

HC orders state to share stampede
report with KSCA, RCI

BENGALURU: The Karnataka High Court has directed
the state government to provide a copy of the status report
on the June 4 stampede 3t Chinnaswamy Stadium, sub-
mitted by it in sealed cover, 1o the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA), Royal Chall Bengakuru (RCH),
and DA Entertainment Networks.

The court rejected thie stat s justification for withholdin,
the report, noting that the Supreme Court permits
cover confidentiality only in matters invobving national
security, public interest, or privacy rights—criteria that do.
nod apply in this case. A di\gsiwn ben?l“mmpda’nghclir{g
Chief Justice V Kameswar Rao and Justice © M Joshi made
these observations on Monday while deciding whether
parties involved in the suo motu public interest litigation
on the stampede should be glven access to the report. The
stampede occurred outside the Bengaluru Chinnaswamy
Stadium while RCB was celebrating its maiden IPL title
victory inside. Responaing to the state FIMNENLS Argu-
ment that shasing the report could influence the mgor;':s
judicial commission and magisterial inquiry, the bench
called the concern unfounded and lacking in public inter-
st justification, It emphasised that retired judges and sen-
Jor All-India Service officers heading the Inquiries are not
likely to be swayed by the contents of the statws report. The
court reiterated that the suo motu proceedings were initiat-
ed to determine the cause of the stampede, assess account-
ability, and suggest niive myeasures for the future.

\\‘?I‘hhoﬂirg WP:;H from key partics, while expect-
ing their cooperation, would be “unfair’, the bench said. "If
the sealed cover is opened and the report is shared with the
respondents, they can help the court better understand the
sequence of events, contributing factors, and whether the
tragedy was avoidable” the judges chservid.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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How vulnerable are
Delhi citizens to
cybercrime?

Delhi residents lost over 2700 crore in 2024 to cybercrime. Despite the

intensity and seriousness of the issue, structural gaps continue to exist

Lokniti-CSDS team*

n a city as digitally connected as
Delhi, navigating the online world
comes with myriad challenges.
While the benefits of digital
payments, social media, and internet
banking are evident, they are paralleled
by increasing incidents of cybercrime.
ime has become one of the most
eritical and pressing concerns across
India over the past couple of years, with
Delhi being the hotspot. According o
reports, Delhi residents lost over T700
crore in 2024 to cybercrime. Despite the
intensity and seriousness of the issue,
structural gaps continue to exist. For
example, under the Information
Technology Act, 2000 only officers (not
below the rank of an inspector) can
investigate cybercrime, yet most cyber
police stations lack the needed number of
officers for the same purpose. This
comprehensive study conducted by the
Lokniti-CSDS sheds light on Delhi's cyber
landscape through three critical lenses —
public awareness; personal experience
with cybercrime; and the efficiency of
reporting and redressal systems,

Awareness about digital crimes

Puhlic awareness about the different
types of digital frand is encouragingly
high. As Table 1.1 reveals, more than 90%
of Delhi residents are aware of cybercrime
methods such as sharing One Time
Passwords (OTPs), fake reward calls, and
fraudulent banking requests.
Interestingly, awareness drops for newer
scams like ‘digital arrest”, known to only
61% of respondents. This shows that while
traditional scams are well recognised,
there remains a gap in understanding
evolving threats.93% of respondents in
the study knew they could file a
complaint if they became a victim of
cybercrime. However, Table 1.2 shows
that while many knew reporting was
passible, only 42% knew of the national
cybercrime helpline (1930), with even
fewer being aware of cyber police stations
{25%) or the reporting website (30%). This
reveals a gap between awareness and
digital reporting literacy. While

gover led _—
particularly mass messages and calls,
were relatively well recognised (72%
awareness as per Table 1.3), awareness of
more concrete initiatives like the Cyber
Swachhta Kendra was low (19%). When
asked about the government's
effectiveness in combating cybercrime
(Table 1.4), only 16% of people rated it as
“very effective”. Most (55%) found it
“somewhat effective,” and nearly one in
four saw the efforts as inadequate. While
the government's approach has reached
citizens, it has not instilled confidence.

Om protection from cyber threats
People in Delhi are adopting preventive
measures. According to Table 1.5, the
majority avoid suspicious links (87%),
download apps only from trusted sources
(85%), and around 79% use strong
passwords, However, more advanced
practices such as regularly changing
passwords (50%) or using antivirus
software (50%) are far less common. The
socio-economic digital divide becomes
especially apparent in Table L6,
High-income respondents are far more
likely to adopt comprehensive security
measures, including antivirus software
(73%) and two-step authentication (75%),
compared to just 20% and 31% in
lowv-income groups respectively. This
disparity highlights the intersecting role
of digital literacy, affordability, and acoess
to cyber safety. Belief in the effectiveness
of these precautions is strong, with 80%
believing that these precautions protect
them either “to a great extent” or “some
extent” (Table 1.7). However, as Table L8
confidence again varies by income
(the columns “great extent,” “some
extent,” and “not much,” "not at all™ have
been merged). While 85% of high-income
respondents trust their protective
measures, only 61% of low-income
participants share that belief in

non-institutional sources. As shown in
Tahle 2.1, 38% became aware through
social media, 37% via traditional media,
and 36% through personal experiences of
friends or acquaintances. Notably, only
8% received information through banks,
despite their central role in inancial
security.

Among those who experienced
cybercrime first-hand or through family
members, the most common method of
identifying the incident was through
transaction alerts. In Table 2.2, 38%
reported recognising the fraud upon
receiving 4 inancial transaction message.
Others were alerted by family or friends
(17%) or by noticing irregularities on their
account or device (16%). Very few
identified the issue due to device
malfunction, indicating that non-technical
signs were more influential in realising
that a cybercrime had occurred. As
indicated in Table 2.3, 58% of affected
respondents reported financial loss, while
26% experienced mental stress. This
suggests that while the economic impact
is prominent, the psychological burden is
also substantial and requires attention in
policy discussions. In terms of the
quantum of financial loss, Table 2.4
reveals that 27% of victims lost between
T10,001 and 150,000, while 19% lost
amounts less than 5,000, 14% of
respondents reported that they had lost
over 150,000 owing to cybercrime.

Ome of the most concerning findings
relates to the perceived and actual
inefficacy of recovery mechanisms.
According to Table 2.5, 48% of
respondents believed that money lost o
cyber fraud could not be recovered. Only
33% believed that recovery was possible.
These 5 are corroborated by
data in Table 2.6, which focuses
exclusively on victims. Among those who
lost money, 70% reported they did not
recover any part of it. Only ﬂ% said the
full amount was returned, an
reported partial recovery. Thls hlgjdlghtﬁ
the lack of existing institutional
mechanisms for financial redressal,

Where does help come from?
The survey findings indicate a serious gap
between the experience of cybercrime

Tackling cybercrime in Delhi

METHOD NOTE

d a random

melhnd Iea'u'lng a gap of three to four households between each selected sample

The san

ple buted across 23 different locations in Delhi, ensuring coverage of various

h el
I to maintain rep
parts of the city. The sample included respondents from different socio-ecoenomic groups and had equal gender and age
distribution, Data was collected using a structured, close-ended questionnaire. The questionnalre was drafted with careful attention
to the objectives of the study, and a pilot study was conducted by the research team before the fieldwork to test and refine the

questionnaire for clarity and effectiveness

Table 1.1: Awareness of
%e tal scams through

rent methods
Shating your OTP I
Fakis rewaris of lottery related P

messages, o calls
Fradulant calls fwm the bank far

KYCforedit,/debit

Clicking on susplclous links |
Fake calls rom pofiejcustoms for |
susplcious activities

Soclal medla scam | 83
Emall scamjhacking | =
ATM scam/cianing D
Virus/malware attack | {1
Digital arrest [ a1

Mot AV figues in per cent. The rest said ‘nr’

Table 1.2: Awareness
about different platforms

to report cybercrime

Cybarerima holpling 1930 L
Local polico station | 3
Cybercrime reporting website )
Cybercrime policestation |28
Bank )

Wote: The rert asther soid ‘ne sr il nse repond

Table 1.3: Awareness
about steps taken by the
government to prevent
cybercrime

‘Govt. platforms te report cybercrime %

Awareness calls and messages fram
autharities

Helpline number 1930
Cybercrime polica cell/station
Cybarcrime raparting website
Cyber Swachhta Kendra

ERENE A

&

Mt Tha rest s 'n’

Table 1.4: Effectiveness of

e e o o e of government initiatives to
un.dEl mpumngandmd.eq:mnd preventcybemnme

tiom. Only 21% of !
who experienced cybercrime reported it,
while 76% refrained from taking formal Very effective 1%
action, pointing to either a lack of OBt S s
awareness Ofrdeep mistrust in T
institutional mﬂ:lumsms Amorngr.'hose Mok very aflective | 1
who did report, Mot at all 5

were more commonly used, 29%
approached local police stations, 26%,
contacted cybercrime police cells, and
24% reported it to banks, whereas digital
platforms like the cybercrime reporting
website (20%) and helplines (15%) were

Wots: The rest st respend

Table 1.5: Different
measures taken by people

less Frequently used (Table 2.7), indicating to protect themselves

the need for more credible and accessible from cybercrime

online systems. The complaint process

islfyielded mised respomses, with 35% | [ A
finding it “very easy” and 24% t No clicking i 87
easy”, but a notable 37% found it diffcult I

to register a complaint (Table 2.8), ;‘:‘,*,.’.:aﬁ“m colyframinated |y
;‘ﬁ?:ﬁrzﬂﬂimtﬁt&;ﬁmal Using a streng and unique password i
support was akso low, with 48% being Picking unkrown or spam calls | ™
fully dissatisfied and only 27% fully Update apphications T
satisfied (Table 2.9). Disparities in T
satisfaction levels were evident across M’ﬁw- = | @
income groups (Table 2.10), highlighting Changing password regutarly | 5o
systemic inequities. Despite these Anti-virus software 50
shortcomings, confidence in digital Wede: The rest dhdna respond

payment apps remained high (Table 2110,
reflecting continued reliance on digital
tools despite limited institutional
protection. Finally, when asked about the
mast important government action to
improve digital safety, 40% of
respondents emphasised awareness
campaigns, significantly outweighing
support for technical fixes (Table 2.12),
indicating preference for preventive
education over reactive measures,

The Lokniti-CSDS survey paints a
revealing portrait of Delhi's cyber
landscape, one marked by high awareness

comparison. This perceived vul il
may contribute to higher stress levels and
avoidance behaviour among vulnerable
groups. When asked about responsibility
for data protection, more than half of the
respondents {54%) said it should be a joint
effort between individuals and the
government (Table 1.9).

Reporting cybercrime

The Lokniti survey reveals that awareness
of cybercrime is nearly universal among
Delhi's residents. 96% of respondents
stated that they had heard or read about
financial frauds and scams online. When
asked how they came to know about
cybercrime, the majority cited

2 »

but low i | trust, significant
under-reporting, and stark
socio-demographic disparities.

‘While most residents are familiar with
cyber threats and have taken basic
precautions, deeper vulnerabilities
persist, especially among low-income
groups wha lack access to digital
safeguards like antivirs software and
two-factor authentication. As the city’s
digital dependence grows, bridging these
demographic gaps and bolstering
institutional credibility must become
central to any serious cyber safety
strategy.

*The full credits are available in the
online article at thehindu.com.

Table 1.8: Whether safety
measures can protect us
from online fraud asked
aCross income groups

Table 2.6: Whether victims
were able to recover their
lost maoney

Woney recovered or not %

Mo | 70
s, the entire amaunt 17
es, a partial amount | 6
Overall &0 15
Gy sl » Table 2.7: Platforms
[ - N where cybercrime was
come group reported
High-income
e # n
Pt Local d | F-
Cyber crime police station/ cell | ®
Table 1.9: Responsibility R L
i te
for protecting data ST |
Cybercrime help Bne number 18
et
Itisthe 3
protect their data K
i the govemmnent's responsibibty Table 2.8: Experience
1o ensure data protection laws and 1 i imt-Ffili
e e | with the complaint-filing
vy - process
.. .
Very easy | a8
Table 2.1: Sources ”“‘*““; |
of information about “”:‘I';::' - | :
cybercrime e —
Soeial media | Table 2.9: Satisfaction with
Tw"‘:ﬂ"“;“ﬁ:”::"‘“"‘ L the assistance provided
Hi B .
prrairhorii * while reporting
Happened with family members 17 Satistaction =
It happened to me | 11 Fully satisfied ar
Banks 1] [ 1.
ARl Tha ete co ot el Somenhat dissatisfied 4
Fully 45

Table 2.2: |dentifying a
cybercrime

Financial transaction message | .
Afamily memberfiiend informed me | 17

Noticed strange activities on my

device o account | bl

ate: The rest i poc respand —|—

Table 2.10: Satisfaction
with the assistance
provided by authorities
across income groups

Falke reward /|ottery-related 5 Ao s L)
messages or calls Overall | 4 | =2
Wate: Lowi group | 30 0
Middle-income o 50
Table 2.3: Impact of cyber- e
-3 IMp <y Figh 52 40

crime on victims or their
family members

Financial loss | 58
Mertal stress 26

Woie: The rest aiher il e’ ar i nst rmpensl

Table 2.4: Amount of mon-
ey lost due to cybercrime

No: morey was lost 17
Less than 5,000 | w
5,001 10 10,000 | 1.
10,001 10 50,000 I
50,001 and above | 14

Modui The ret aha’ nat respons’

Table 1.7: On whether
safety measures can pro-
tect one from online fraud

Ta a groat extent )
To soeme extent |
Not much | 12
Not at all I

Watw: The athers A\ net cerpond

Table 2.5: Public percep-
tions on the possibility of
recovering lost money due

to cybercrime

Money can be recovered from %
online fraud or not

No 48
Yes | m
Carr't say | 18

Pate: AN figuses in par curs. Tl rust i o remamber

Table 2.11: Confidence
while using digital
paymentapps

Vory <onfidant
Somewhat conficent
Hot very corfident
Not at al confident

=5 & 8

Table 2.12: What the
overnment has done
or the digital safety of

citizens

Safety Measures “
Awareness campaigns an cyberse

eurity

I miprove the effectivenass of cyber 3
crima regorting portals

Track online fraudulent transactions |
{0 recaver the lost maney
Implementing data protection
regulations.
Device regulatory mechanisms to
block susaicious calks/ wehsites

[y TS pp—————

Table 1.6: Different measures taken by people to protect themselves from cybercrime

across income groups

Income

iy Update  Useastrong
Overall u T
Low-income
F 52 2
Micdle-in- . o
came graup
High-incame
group L -

Measurss
Changupass-  MWotciickingen  Downboadappsonly  Fickunknown  Anthvirus
word regulasty  suspiciouslinks  from trusted apps
a7 85
M T
51 L ut
59 % an

Two-step
or spam calls software authen tication

T 50 60

5 n 3l
™ a8 61
n ™ 5

Mate: 4l igures i par cent
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The drop in domestic
passenger vehicle sales

India’s share of global

THE 3

Rate of unemployment

Text&Context

= HINDU

Teachers to be

zero-dose children in

in India in the month

appointed in govt.-run

losses from vani

Estimated economic

ishing

from April-June

In per cent, Domaestic

l 4 padsengir vehicle sales

ol dechined to 10,011,862 units in
the Tirst quarter of this Nacal ram
10,26.006 in the correspanding quarter af
last fiscal, Total twa-whielerns sales slso fell
by 6.2% 1o 46,74,562 units during the
April-June guarter. wm

2024

In per cent, India

6 4 constitited E.4% of the

. glabal pagalation of
ehildren who did not recelve & single dods
of any vaccing in 2024, according to a
Unitid Natians repart. Thi data was
ribeasard on Monday by the World Health
Organlzation (WHO| and UNICEF,

of June

In i cent, Tha
unemplayment e in thi

5.6% i June compared to May this yasr,
according to gevernment data,
Unemplaymant amang thase n the 15-29
age group increaded 1 15.3% In June fram
15% In May 2025 natienwide. e

country remained flat an

schools in Tripura

The Tripura
’ gavermment will

1,000 gradunte and postgraduate teachars
to addriss the shortage of academic staff
In governmeént schoals, Dut of the fresh
recrults, 915 teachers will be postgracuates
far Clags 11 and Clads 12, wn

39

recrult mare than a

wetlands

I § triblian, The glotal
dastructhon of wetlands,
wihich support lishirias,

agriculture and lload contral, iy mean
thet boss of 538 trillian In ecanomic benefits
by 2054, accarding ta b repart by the
Convention on Wetlands, wores

COMPILED Y THE HINGU BATA THAN

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu (©) instagram.com/the_hindu

How is global shipping trying to decarbonise?

What s the goal? What are the green fuels that may be used? Why is it difficult to implement changes in shipping? What does India

government encouraging green ammonia production in India? What are the challenges?

The story so far:
Ikl shipping is on course
towards decarbonbsation by
2040-50. This represents i

huge opportunity for India,
Merchant ships langely use Very Low
Sulphur Fuel Ol (VLSFO), diese], and
methane gas stored in Hguid form as fuel,
LNG-powered engines with thelr higher
efficiency of some five percentage points
are likely to be a transition fuel betore
shipping moves o green fuels such as
Breen ammonka, green or emethanol and
biofuels by 2040 and net zero thereon,

How are green fuels produced?
Green hydrogen is masde from the
electrolysis of water using renewable
power, Shipping will not use hydrogen
directly because of issues with storage
and transportatbon of hydrogen, o highly
volatile fuel, Green ammonia, made from
green hydrogen and nitrogen, is more
stable. The government is also
encouraging green ammonla production
in Incdia since it can substitue LNG
mports in making fertilizers, Green
methanol s made from green hydrogen
and earbon dioxide obtalned fram
industrial sources,

What are the preferred fuels?
Shipping, however, is generally a
conservative industry. New technology
adoption s relatvely slow, Ammonda
engines are a novelty, so shipping is going
first for green methanol, which emits
somie 10% of carbon dioxide, and liter
green ammonk, which emits no
Ereenhbouse gas, However, ammonki use
requines extensive processes onboard.
Besides a storage tank and tweaks to the
engine and fuel handling system, green
methanol ks almost a dropein replacement
for VLSFO and is stored as Beuid In
ambilent temperature unlike green

A

“II"

For cleaner s

ammanda or even LNG,
Already, more than 360 ships capable
of operating on methanol are elther in
service or in order. Major cor
~=I|l|s|ld||uuln:|x.u|h-~= such as
CMA, CGM and Evergreen i
methinal, A 1% sust
a5 hunker fuel costs §1
VLSFO equivalent) in F
Singapore, while VLSFO mve
per tonne, This pricing dise n-mu«yl\
primarily caused by the present price of
renewable electricity, with every tonne of
green eamethanol using 10-00 MWh of
power, and the heavy upfront \:l|!|l-|| cost
tor electrolyser fac
supgest that dema
worbd surpass 14 million tonnes by 2028,
whereas the projected supply s merely in
the order of 11 million tonnes, creating
additional price pressures,

nable e-methanol
50 per tonne (of

What Is Indian shipplng's
decarbonisation plans?

Inclin has committed w decarbonising fis
domestic shipping. Plans have been mide

Y4 ™ " T

""‘.!P/‘ '/3'&\-

82 Carge shipplng contalners in Channal an June J0.0TH) RAMALINDAM. 1

for supporting domestic contalner ships
using green fuels as well as creating green
fuel bunleering points such as at the
Tuticorin V.0 Chidambaranar port and
Kandla., The government Is looking at
producing and supplying green fuels to
Singapore, which is a fuelling station
accounting for nearly one-fourth of all
global ship fuelling. \llwupun hus
committed o being a green fuels supplier
and would regquire therefore tens of
millions of tonnes of green fuels, Glven
that Inclia has the land and expertise for
solar power, it can aspire o be a major
supplier of green fuels to global shipping.

How can India do it?

Making a marine green fuels production
huby has seme challenges, Solar panels
and electrolysers to make green hydrogen
d to be Imported, Indla's solar energy
revolution, however, i a model of how
soverelgn guarantees and policy strategic
frameworks can drive the adoption of
green fuels, From 2004 w 2025, India's
solar capacity grew from 282 GW to 105

GW, This achievement was made through
the convergence of sovereign guarintecs,
offtake assurance, and strengthened
supply chain support. Sovereign
guarantees have emerged as o powerful
de-risking mechanism for green methanol
Investments that can considerably reduce
prices. These government-backed
assurances can fundamentally transform
project economics by enabling nceess to
Internatbonal capital markets at
significantly lewer Interest rates,
Innevathve financlal instruments ane
needed for an at o scale green methanol
rallout, Production-linked incentive (PLD
schemes for electrolysers can relieve
supply chain boitlenecks by
territorialising value chains o
transportation costs of ra

. and storage
also essential, as
usibilicy of the
production of green methanol from
sequestered COL Further, the
governiment's aggressive push in creating
L5 GW of local electrolyser
manubicturing capacity and growing
industrial 02 sources positions India
strategically to develop integrated green
fuel hubs, Multiluteral development banks
alfer financing at rates as bow as 4%, as
opposed to 1-12% by domestic lenders,
and they can be leveraged,

How can green fuels help restart
Indian shipowning and shipbullding?
The government's meove o inject
demand-side support for shipbudlders,
along with Incentives for forelgn
cooperation, should spur economies of
seabe and attract global shipbullders to
the country. Partnerships with overseas
shipbullders from South Korea and Japan
are being purswed to support India’s
shipbullding strength, The strabegy is to
suppart new builds and retrobt current
ships for green fuel compatibility. India
has pledged $10 billion o support the
purchase of over 110 ships. Government
can provide incentives so 10-20% of these
are green fuel-capable, built in Indkan
shipyards, and are Indian-lagged.

o o do? Why is the
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Shipping, however, |8 generally
@ conservative ndustry, New
technolagy adoption s
relatively slow,
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Making & marine green fuels
production hut his soms
challenges, India's solar energy
revalution, however, IS a madel
of how soverslgn guarantees
and policy strategic
Frameworcs can drive thi
adoption of green fuels,

-

Tha govirnmint's move ta
Inject demand-sde suppart lor
shipbullders, along with
Incenthves for lorelgn
covperation, should spur
ecanomiis of dcake and attract
Elebal thipbullders te the
cauntry,

The need to protect India’s
linguistic secularism

According to the 2011 €

us, India has 121 languages and 270 mother ongues

LETTER & SPIRIT
¢l VASLAY!

ndlbi's diversity n religlon and
Language is one of the primary
Fnctors which protects the secular
character of the nation, ensuring its
unity and integrity. But while religion and
language are the two mast 1'rm'l: aspects
il s

|l'l:l This
learly visible In recent communal
u resions and the violence in Maharashtra,
Secularism in India is ditferent from
what the West practises. When the
coneept orlghated in England in the
mid-19eh century, it was explaned that
theere should be complete separation
between the state and religion without
eriticlsing any of Ilu- pllwlllnl relighous
baelbeds, 1
Ineorporated the mn;\-m I the

i »

13

Constitution in the form of rights o
religious freedom. These rights are based
o the principles of religious tolerance
ane ecpuality. Every person his the equal
right to freedom of consclence and 1o
profess, practise and propagite his
religion. This makes India truly secular as
thie sttie choes ok have s own religlon,
However, the unique aspect of Indian
secularism Is not only related o relighon
bt it s also concerned with linguage,
Inclinn secul is melther pro-religlon
or language, nor against. Yet it ks not
renitral elther, Itis incorporated in the
Constitution i stute policy i
emipowers the stite to ke steps agilnst
commumnalism, be it religious or Bnguistc.

Official vs national language

This is the reason why we do ot and
cannot have a national language. In order
b ot lingielstie diversity, the Eighth
hedube of the Constitution inchudes 22
lamgguages, As India is a unltary

federation, that s, a Union of States,
Arthcle 343 enshrines that the official
langguage of the Union s be Hindi in
Devinagur] seript, The States ane free o
choose their own official age. This
arrangernent 8 dise o the Bet that in
India, States are culturally integrated and
nies State ks permitted to go out of it in the
narne of distinet lnguage or culture,
Article 29 incorporates that any section
ol chtlzens of Inchuding minority
groups shall have the right to protect thelr
language, script or culture, and that
language cannot be the ground for
discrimination. According to the 200
Census, Indin has 121 linguages and 270
mother tongues. About $6.71% population
af thee country hive one of the 22
schedubed linguages as their mother
tongue. Finally, the Census says that the
120 languages are presented in two parts,
languages included in the Elghth
Schedule, and linguages not included

(09 im the Eighth Schedule.

Respecting diversity

Such diversity needs to be protected;
each and every language brmespective of
reghon or State must be shown respect.
This is the only wary to protect India’s
lingulstie seculardsm, Many southern and
northeastern States hive resisted the
Imnpesition of Hindl, eiting fears of

cultural domination, Dravidian
movernents in Tamil Nadu historically
opposed Hindi imposition, Bvouring
Tamil and English, Maharashtra, however,
has emerged as the most sensithve State so0
I.|l as the language debate s concerned,

] it violence against the

aithi populition s the

mandfestation of identity politics.
Diefinitely, it s rot o protect s caltural
identity. Had it been related to the

thon of culture, the " protectors” of
W language would have considered
that "telerance’ and *lberality" are the two
pilliars of ndia’s unity in diversity,

Irclia s alwarys accepbed different
relighons, ideas, lifestyles, food habits e,
mininly because of s liberal and wolerant
attitude. In a globalising world, a
conservitive leanlng wwards religlon or
langunge will lead o a fragmentation of
soclety and tear apart the secular fabrle,

Political parties hive the onus o
ensure the protection of India’s diversity
which has been well shielded by the
Canstitution,

C.HB.P. Srivastava is Prestdent, Cenire for
Applisd Reseavch in Governanee, Delhi
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While riebiglon and |anguage ane
e bwo most criclal aspects of
any cultuing, these are also the
predominant cross-cultural
barrers.

-

Artiche 35 incarporates that any
section of citizens of indla
Including minadty graups shall
e thee right to pratect thelr
Language, script o culture.
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Such diversity needs to be
protected; sach and every
Languape inespectivi al reglon
or State must be shown
rispict,
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Case for diversity
in higher courts

Collegium must address underrepresentation of
Dalits, tribals and OBCs in the higher judiciary

former chief justice of Madhya Pradesh High

Court, Suresh Kumar Kait, has alleged that the

collegium, which makes the final selection of

Judges to canstitutional courts, is “dishonest”
in its treatment of people from the Scheduled Castes
(SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backwards
Classes (OBC), while making appodntments to the high
courts, His clalm rests on the fact that the number of
Judges from these soclal groups is not commensurate
with their share in the country's population. Kait has
proposed reservations to address this anomaly. Kait's
very subjective description of the conduct of the
collegium could be discarded, but his remark about the
lack of diversity and representation in the higher
Judiclary surely calls for a conversation.

To be sure, the Memorandum of Procedure (MoP),
which guides appolntments in constitutional courts,
has not proposed caste quotas in judiciary, The
collegium makes its chobees using MoP as a gubdt.' nnd
ifter due consideration, which includ
with the government and review of feedback from Smu-
agencles, appoints the judges. Merit and senlority are
considerations when the collegium looks at the
candidates, but multiple chief justices of the Supreme
Court have sald they try to ensure that appolntments
reflect the social diversity of the country.

However, data shows that despite the best ir

How far India has come,
and what holds it back

The data is clear on this,
though Indians are
caught in a battle of
political narratives on
the country’s reality

he view of how we l”l

o] average, To percelve the dinec-
Elon of change In this matrle, we nied
o s that it has grown at a com-
pounded rate of T8% o year for the
Rast 20 years, which is not a bad rate
of growth, Expect per capita Income
o o i sharpdy over the next decade
0 the middle-class expands.

But has this growth come at the
expense of the pwplu? Mo, Poverty

attempt at growth with redistribu-
o, Most aspleational welfare econ-
omibes of the Global North beeame
rheh befare they redistributed, bndio,
Iy glving undversal sulfrage and tar-
gueing o welfare sute madel while
belng desperately hungry and poor,
[ut an almost Impossible target in
Tront of governmaents and policymak-
wrd, Now |'|r|l||l)‘ 8 Poverty n i

dbolngg a5 o nitl

on which side of the Il-

leald clivide you are on. The

Turther you go in elther

direction, the starker the
difference between reality and per-
ception, When | loak at various met-
rhes and thelr directions, the conclu-
slon that 1 come to Is this: India i
dolng much better than before on
poverty, inequality, growth, per cap-
It Incom, nutrition and

bevels the
past decade, Using \\’nrld Bank data,
poverty a8 measured by the number
of peaple lving on less tham 3 day
s shrunk from Just over 27% in 2001
to slightly higher than 5% n 2022,
This has lifted almost 270 million
peaple out of extreme pov-
ety Ina decade,

Redhuetion in poverty has
o direct Impact on Inequal-

It 18 @ o path of compounding that
will really show rL-ulllln in the next
decadi, But there are deep problems
that are holding back o move to the
next gear to plek up speed, These
Include deep endemie corruption,
luck of judiclal reforms, dysfunce
Hemal munkcipal corporations, and o
compliance and inspectar raj that
adds layers of costs In terms of both
maney and thme.

The hencdiines have told us that we
are on the way to becoming the
world's third-lnrgest economy Inoa
Tew yenrs, We also know that Incia is
it Enstest-growing economy in the
world with an expected GDP growth
of 6.5% In the current year, But per
caplta Ineome at $2,/00 In 2024
makies India stand far lower than the

Ty the Glind
Index, Indla does well on
this seore with a Ginl of just
ovier 25 marking It os o low
to moderate inequality,
While there s debate on this
being based on consump=
tlon rather than Income, In the
absence of robust ncome data in
Inclin, we should look at the trajec-
tary rather tham the number, That
says that Inequality hmlnduml fallen,
From almaodt 29 to Just aver 25 over
the decade ending 2022, Even intul-
elvely, It would be difficult to belleve
Inquality has risen, given that msore
prople got pulled outof poverty and
thie number of those In the middie
class grow.

M ﬁu'hmrm(lhu oty wnd ini-
quality story I8 the success of Indins

Maniika
Halan

o dhowin, the np\mllnguu nutritlon is
gunting better. The latest datn on con-
sumption shows a heartening tremd
of higher bevels of protedn, slull)' lr\lh

It believe

and vegetable
wlnlly in the bottom 20% of the pu|:||
I, The tnpact on bl showkd
gl to show up in the next
decade,

The macro peture loaks
good with bath Inflatlon
i flacal defielt under con-
tral. The hard declslons
takaen during Covid —of Mg
eal respansibllity, the
removitl of off-balance sheet
Itermns during that tioe, the
clenn-up of the twin-bal-
ance=sheet problem after the debt
aplurge 15 years ago, ansd o tght man-
etary poliey — have all workd In tan-
dem o give Indla a gyme-ft body,
especlally when compared o the
debit-blaated LIS

But we know that to achleve
Iigher levels of development and per
caphta Income, o 6.5% growth rate ls
et enoigh, There are serious road-

[ numb:ridmlu Ihmlm‘ll: el grow.,

I8 holding Ineia back, and related (o

contract enlorcement, propesty reg-
Istration, and resolving a commerclal
dlspute.

The others are endemle corrup-
tHan, regulatory chalesterol and the
Inspector ra) that entreprensurs and
cltlzens are subjected to, A repart
from the World Economie Forum
[ina bribees ng 50% of the project cost
In infrastructure and real estate, One
only has to look ot the inflated resl-
dential property prices in the lnrge
clthes that result in rents belng a froc-
tHan of the mortgage costs (o see the
Impact of corruption. That day-to-
day rent-seeking from smaller busl-
nesaes I8 also included in the Anal
consumer prices hitting the small
Fraction of the Indion population that
[y Income tax hurts even more.

acks
and these not easy knots o
untangle. The lack of judictal reforms
Isone of the top contenders for wht

Diath by and, related
to It the Inspector ra) are other
chadng that te down Indla’s growth,
An ORF-TeamLense report maps

pulled

HTPMaTO

avier 26,000 clouses acrass varkous
laws that carey a potential penalty of
Imprisonment for non-compliance,
for Infractlons as mundane as the
enberpelse nat reconatituting the can-
Rien commibties every fow years.

Indin begam this Journey asa des-
perately poor, hungry country that
Uveed largely In darkness on kucchi
ronds, That story has changed dra-
rrtlenlly post 1N, bat thee road from
POVECTY o prosperity 1S a continuum
and cannot be a stralght jJump from
e |u1rb' [ b i kel le-incomie
COURNErY.

Ther dhata seems to indieate that we
are well on our jowrnay, There are
pathales and rond blocks, but the
grand strategy of pulling out of pay-
erty tawards the asplration of having
enigh ks truly in play.

Monika Halan is the besrselting author

afthe Lev's Taik series of books
o maney. The views expreased
are persomal.

of the collegium, the higher judiciary remains mostly
the preserve of upper caste Hindus, A response by the
government in the Lok Sabha in December 2024
reveals thatout of 684 high court judges appointed
since 2018, 21 belong to SC category, 1410 ST category,
and 82 belong to OBC category. In percentage terms,
this is 3%, 2%, and 12% of the appointments, whereas
the share of these groups in the population (as per the
National Family Health Survey, 2009-2021) {s 22%, 9.5%,
and 42%. A data analysis by HT revealed that 75.6% of
Judges in the Supreme Court during 2000-25 belonged
to Hindu upper castes, whereas OBC rep ton

India’s moonshot moment
for research and innovation

b truith: O research and developmient
apending despite being the sorld's -
Largest economy and a global wlent huk,
remaing amaong the bewest in the world. At
under 0.7%of GIP, our natonal research and
dL'vrlupmmt spenic] pales notanly Incompark-

Imllll Dt bonngg gragapalisd with an unecmbor-

was limited to 7.8%. The representation trend has
improved over the decades, though the change has
bieen far fram adeguate, Kait's attempt to shame the
collegium as “dishonest” is uncalled for, but the data is
glaring for anyone to ignore that Dalits, tribals and
OBCs are underrepresented in constitutional courts,

Appolntments to constitutional posts have not
followed any principle of affirmative action, but
representation has becomea political question — so
much so that no party can ignore it in the selection of
people to ministerial positons and high public office.
The inclusion of caste enumeration in the census and
legislation onwomen's reservation in Parliament
suggest that representation and diversity have become
central to public life and appointments. The
Judiciary’s tum has come,

What an Indian in space
means for India in space

hubhanshu Shukla's space sojourn, as part of the

Axdom-4 mission, holds significance for India for

many reasons, To start with, Shukla's voyage ends
await of lictle over four decades for an Indian to mark
thelr presence outside Earth, after Rakesh Sharma
became the first in 1984. In the interim, the country
celebrated Indian-origin astronauts flving into space
— and mowmied the death of Kalpana Chawla in the
Columbia disaster. It built enviable space prowess and
punched much above its weight when it came to
missions in Earths neighbourhood. But it remained
on the sidelines of manned spaceflight. So, Shukla in
space has great symbolic value for its space ambitions,

Second, Shukla’s presence on Axiom-4 is of
immense learming value for the Indian Space Research
Organisation (1sro) as it gears up for its manned space
programme, Gaganyaan, On-ground preparations for
the mission will benefit significantly from the
learnings the second Indian in space brings back with
him, injecting critical readiness into the training of
India’s future astronauts. Given spaceflight's unigue
aspects = the heightened safety protocols and
compliance, the impact of zero gravity on the human
body and task execution, among others —this is
invaluable learning from lived experience.

Third, an Indian in space fires a billion imaginations
and stokes aspirations, This can only be good for a
country that aims to be a science and technology
superpower, Inspred sehool and university students
can mean a rich harvest of sclentific minds in the years
tocome, To thatend, Shukla’s spaceflight is not his
alone, but of all Indians, including many young people
whao have thelr eyes set on stars,

s ke the LS (35%) ar China
1:7!] Lt ks wikh smialler eoonoamles such as
South Kiomea (5% hanc Bracd (1.2%). Thibs has had

sustaindng the innovation pipeline, While the
11T and [1Sc represent some of our drongest
ressiarch s, they woukl benefit from deeper
Imvestment o realise thedr full potential, Atthe
nnnn' time, thire s an D|JII.'|I|II!‘I[1}' o expund

nItIL'a and technlcal institutes, liy fostering a
e Inchusive and well-supported academic
research enviranment, Indla can unlock inne-
\mm:n Ilallsgtruuuphlulbl Irst tuthonalky, wned

It effect, It DT aelin-

e u11|x|lun.1iaumnm‘l pratlentcapital from

entering deep-twch, and beft India o often a

consumer eather than a creator of advanced
technology.

Agalnst this backdrap, the g

dive
I iz num:l.ym al lhln approach 8 evident in
conbntries such as the US and Germany, where
deep-tech Innovation Is underwritten by con-
slsbent pulblic lnvestment in ocadem i research,

anaouncement of a 41 lakh erore Ituﬂnh
Imlumumumllnnmﬂllnn[IUN] schemie Iy

Il ot justan

often
transfer to the privite sector, The US offers a
compelling example through the Defense
Advanced Hesearch Projects Agency (Darpa),

i Natlonal

which has e backed high-risk, high

Huesenrch Foundation {ANIF), the scherme atms

Over
the decades, Ihl‘m !vm qluy\'\:ll plmullnﬂu I::

tocorrectadeficltin
tem. It bs o bold signal of intent 1o
o from bedng a user of imported
technology 1o o natlon that creates
and commierclalises it4 own, and
eventually, exports it tothe warkl
The n:{wmu b b Implemientid
thraugh o Special Purpose Veldele
will b verslght from am empow -
wred group of seretaries and will be
chalred by the Prime Minister (PM)
Thee architecture slgnals not just
administrative backing, but clear
palitical ovwmsership, suggesting that this s not
@ rontin policy e but a natsonal priarity.

Kumal
Bal

Ing theeesternet, GIPS, volos asslstants,
anc stealth alreradt systems, many of
whichoriglnabed as bluesky resrch
prajects In unbversities and later,
vialvid ivio world-changing nnava-
Hona. Thils el shiws how strabegle
bl fumding, when palred with aca-
dmll: talent sl bong-derm viskn, can

NILESH M DESAI

This mission has been

a major

learning opportunity for us. ISRO

took up this mission tc

gather

experience that will help us i
Gaganyaan programime

HT

How India can protect jobs
amidst the rapid Al march

emands a Notlonal L»\M.I Skills Misson, with

(Mru:lln

1l AL

are standing ot the edge of o tec-

tonde shilt
Warmallun In how work will be
done, how k will b
nccessed, and how value will be created. Gener-

adive Al s already reshaplng our nstltutions,
Industries and individual lves st breakneck

all s et
planning, this will also mean ]r.lh lmm at the
Ibesttoim, W maist ensure that technol

1|.u|!ln|!|m' sectors B inchsive In u;gll.lul\'.

Ao, And Indin,with
and expanding diglal fostprint, In bull!

lnglmammlk. and socletal Impuct.

' scadie of funding bs o powerful
baginning, The focus must now shilt 1o

world-class execution, Attracting high-qualiy

second-level fund managers with domain

Thi schemi's emp SOCR0rs,
|IIL|lIﬂ|I1hL|L‘|II1 IR, limate tech, rolatlcs,
e (AL In by arvas, blotech,

agritech i mcuumglnw To mnxlimise lmpact,

expertise and entr tawill bie
:ltllnnllummﬂlﬁiru caphtal fows tothe most
fpromising deas A governance framework that
champ I Marwe and

strusegle intenest and o strong potential wlead.
In agribech, for instanee, theopportunity i not
abstract but deeply natlonal. With more than

n

wthiive, With the Flghit peopleand proceses in

ploce, this nfsative con serve a8 a miodel for

e baled public investment can translabe into
hilaty

ture, targeted R&D in precision Brming, cH-
muate-resillent av:cdl. and Al-driven Mlpply

Eusally Important I8 the opportundty o alkgn
Indin's regullatory and comiplianee landseape
eIth It

ahoaled cmpmsw the furmet, not replaci them,
In J

unljuety
luee over 10 millien graduntes annual
mmm: L5 milbion L'I!M%I!LTH. Yiet mnn)‘l?l(
thim remadn underemplayed, pearly pasd, or
atuck In jobs that ane already becoming ohsoe-
Bt Whille the alficlal une mplu}mﬂ!l mu. I

aperators o work with smar mochdies, In ser-

ik, Wit s bulhd digital service clusters in
arnaller towns, enabling remote Al-supported
roses I Dogistics, health cane, custome© support
ane] beyond. Asthe country pushies for sell-reli-

B, thee underemplaymed

IMFrglmlp runs mch deepar.
HTH CONETa review l|1 law s o radbol-

oy seans n hospRala, fram coding assistants o

Aynthetic voleovers, Al susomating tasks we

thought were safe for decades, We

e enteringan e whene knowledge

work isell 18 under threat, And the

frightening part 1s: Al won't just

repdace jabs, itwill hallow them out,

change thelr nature, and widen ine-

il >

dividends. I ch, rather than rep ] i} for I Lo processes, lab
Indiacan el hatwult  nccess, and international research collaboru:
T:;uhnrulllllm. h solar, 3 o en At
or up I enberpr
crw bt ans for peri-ury = 1l Ilb':lar
Inalisy alsa b hlpn::ufihclll}lachmn

|I|M ﬁw countries possess at the samic scalis A

tllul!ul pubIIL Infeastricture stnck, Andhaar,
UPL Digilocher, ONDC, Ayushman Bharat
Hiealth Account (ABHA), Automated Perma-

ance in semiconductar manufie-

uring wee nre seedng o denaand for skilied mean-

POwer [ arcas s as drones, snsons, secure

communication and advanced dectronkes,

WIth thee right pol ly suppest and industry-sc-

dermda partnershilps, this can gener-

abe hlgh-cuality jobs. 18 can adio buikd

Lulx}-lulm capabilligies In Al roloties

i mesterials while acldressing both
strategicand employmient goals,

Trwhian rmnaass bescomme o hotbed for A1

the Al entrepreneurship, especlally Inaneas.

I|n\ro|mln What con Inclindo to pre- v Ra;;%opal Itk education, hmlth.mmnlluhlll.ly
e |ts workdarce for an Aldriven and rurd develapment, Sty

uture? And how do wee ensure that salve Indlan probems using mJ\]

this transformation becomies a fovoe
for inclusbon, not exclusion?
'nwﬂmlmlndm shift

st be actively supported through
fundlnu. n:uul.mul)'tlnrla' and market access,

Aldoesn't just elimi-

Far Indin's plt\nl.c »mul Tt Just nur:uw. bt
Ernlly offices, foundations, and corporatis, o
eodivest In natlonal capability, Thie gmm
et s ke the first h

i LHI|N‘MbL 1} mllnpc.n thiern. A saftware

hall that go-
('mmml Ilcynlnnc can address Acacemle
Institatlons and Industry must take the lead
1

devedaper using e B0 timis
T presductive. A teacher with Al tools can

nwllwmlm Imdm

nant Academ WAR) and

Other I
gllm‘l: testhed that is unmatched in skze and
compliasty, Combined with Aland bockehaln,
this can unlock innovations In Ainanclal incl-
abon, cligenl henth, micro-crodie, and public ser-
vhoddelivery. 1818 not Just a pallcy advantage bt
a technologleal edge and must be treated as
suich in our natienal RED priovitdes.

Startups will play o foundational roke Inreal-
Islng this amhlLIDn. [ndln has already seen o

Hong, wnid eeo-funding
[latforms and In:lumry k.d D clusters can
hielpalign effarts and multiply cutcomes.
Tndlia has missed critical moments befone -
the semiconductor revolition of the K50, the
early years of Industrial ru]mllmnml lhr ﬂml

lesona for every studient, But For
this, the workforee muse bearn o work with Al
“T'his ol for barge-scale ugski Mg bn digieal Hi-
um:y pmmm engineering, data Muency and

TRt
m. sl preparing stidents for yesterdiy's jobs,
Al st be Integrated across discipline. A
cnmmarce grad WAl

abidlity thiy ensure over o graduate's etimie.
Institutlcns etttk boww resillent thele grad-
umu e o bechnokogieal change, what skills

e nequiring, and how thiy grow through
1hL TCUreers,

We need Al centres of excellence ncross
‘stass, nedustry-boced fellowships for teaching
Al redated subjects, and mone research inte
impactof these technooghes, Every

wanve of AL The RDI

student shauld

‘.I'Imllnn_ the mu.m;y I8 un‘am -‘..Iubnl wppb'
hlftin,

Lnlng. Tech &Ilnnq)l urL mecekerating, The

ross  countries that lead lan will shape the

Awcctir Indl.dllmnudl:ul dingnostics, space lmun rnlu-nllmdr mlﬂw and dipfomacy.
iy and Lath amongst 1. Wihat we nevd
ntlv:la.t‘umpal:h.; I Ehaesse ahown nr.lw' Focus, nurturing of the R&D
o Insdlan venitures can compete wlly 1 indul-

whibe salving

thie right support, this. ln'xtumumlnmalluh

Iy el abvove all, o long-teem view.
‘.I'I|Iav¢l||hamulll-dt:mlnlu!dﬂ\-ml The 2l

ol oggy-lid ssartups can do for
neering what the previous wave did for can-
sumer internet and fimtech,

Inadin's nendemie ecosystemn will be vital in

Kol Buh is the cofounder of Ace Vecsor and
Thtaan Carpitad, The whews expeessed are personl,

w, A blalagy
grosp what Al mwnnfurdmudmml)'. This
cullsfora lmdlml.mtlmrhwlnfurﬂ:uln ]

aducational institution should have a clear
rosdmp o become Al-ready, The shilt from
‘mnlwmmuubumllkhw LI!‘IMD!IIWM

enbod Al I Ixdus
try-neademia collaboration |8 cssential here,
especilly In aress loe haealth cane, agriculiare,
mnnufseturing and Anance, whire Al deploy-
ment

1sthe ke, Itis
rm]mamlmmulnmn b o sochetal resel.
How wie prepare for A'will define the kind of
soclety we become.

What we need row lsa coordinased National
Mission on Al-readiness. This should go
beyond elite Institutions. W\'nudAI nkllln Iu
reach Tls,

‘amission, it can deliver at seale, Now, we need

o the

ageal AL

mllqnc;. Online |:Il|:|'u|lnn can plnya Icq' ruk

V Raengopal Roo ts vicechancellor, BETS Piland

tcontent must
wilored to practical use-cases. The Al era

o flrsmer directar, IT
" Dl The views expressed are persanal
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Towards GST consensus

Move to rope in home minister in rate rejig talks will
give political heft to efforts in bringing states on board

ITHLITTLE HEADWAY in the restructuring of the goodsand
services tax (GST) framework, it is just as well that Union
home minister Amit Shah plans to discuss the lssue with
states to tryand get them on board before the GSTCouncil's
. Thefactisthatac tionalisation has eluded
the GST Cnundldmpdtu several rounds nfdlucl.uubuns. atthe 45th meeting
I.nZOZI,and more recently,the 55th meeting in December 2024, Glven how
"nm"nfthe ¥ changeu canbe and hwthewmighthe

mmnuh-u by ta Pa

trylng

sus g0 that the proposals are ratified quickly at the G5 quncllmeet would

: Opinion

HE OBJECTIVE OF trans-
forming India into a global
hub for Innovation has
galned renewed mormen-

bewnrl.h the efﬁ'lrt.ln anyam,geldnginvnlwd in polittw.,

£
attersis forthe homeminister

past in decision went, price rseof staple food items, ete,
Indeed, a rejigging of the GST construct has been on the anvil for some
tirme now. Among the main objectives is to lower the number of slabs from
five—00, 55%, 12%, 18%, and 28%—to four by doing away with 129,
Ib(g&.'rts puil!t out that thu 120 slab, which covers pmducth s:ﬁ»chas pack-

s, and medi
of revenue and does not ﬂ.'al.ly add value to the GST framework. Instead,it
burdens with ive workload, The 5% and 18% slabs,
underwhick landdiscreti fall, feteh the bulkor 70-750%

of the GST collections; the 12% slab mntrlhumjuut 5.6, while the 28%
slabbrings in13-15%,

Insimplifying th seture, the tax o f productsand servicesis
expected wbelnwcwdto 50t while forothers the levy could be ralsed to 180,
Inthe past,det agedonth ratenatwhbchcurtainguodsurm\doeu
shouldk ith wsofonli hotlyde-
bated.Again, ph b the ;;\Tnnbuthll!'e and health
Insurance premiums to be pared to 5% from 18%; others want no levy at
all. There is also the likelihood of the tax on products like air conditioners
bell!g h:wm'ed fromthe current 28%, .l\]lthl.ucanbeourrwamalitylfl]wstatu

Jon't sequabible like fi
some states and the Centre are already fraught, preliminary consultations
I of asenior like Shah could hl.'lph'uuauuurlng states
thatare apprehensi f losing out following the

In far:t it would help if the states are given a sense of the revenue impli-
cations of potential changes especially since the compensation cess, which
Lulwludm'lgoudu Iihctnbam: _?_gal.mftdrlnku quur)rcaru and panmasala.

lllﬂ\

l}mmmpenuatbunwmmllbeu'plaocd with ahealth cess and aclean energy
m

c!un.Withlh(-muputhlstenw!t fi y on
theissue,further di 1 Twouldbe help-
ful. The I of a new igh 1 to the Con-

| Gross GST coll I-‘\t'ZSm 95%:0 ¥22.09 lakh crore but
the pace of growt b could moderate in the current year, It's important the rate
changes do not derall the pace of collections,

COR

Culture shows its colours
when things get hardest

RATE CULTURE:

SUCE K8, Failure finds them In the glow ol achil an argani-
Inirabasteat Tila o Tovm halls schovwith anolase -
luses b P APy allgmnutltxinfauum—mhmtamum

mibssed, L hes flop upt—that the of a culture is lakd bare,
Falls iy Mtlmlr I I hﬂrmrcultumislsuiltnn trust or
blame. Do people fi I arethey kup?in
Blame-| prmceuwlrnnmms setbacks trigger finger-| polnl!ngaadcmhup&l iearof
hikde mistakes, which only doqscru rn'nhlenmand car-
roles trust, nyn-mm.n wml'“nnr I fallureas
tunlty, not L fallurewit! jm_ What have
wlmmd?mtwulmdndlﬁ’mntlw

Ax Ohriginal, | often say:*Failure ks not just feecdback. 1t's a flashlighe”

In one crganisation [warked with, a product launch fell short. Instead of blame,
leadership hosted a"Fallure Festival”—an open forum to share kessons, The result?
Innovatlon, not Insecurity. People felt heard, and Ideas flowed again,

In anothercompany,a high-profile campalgn falled, and the response was deafenl-
ng sllence—no debrief, no aclmnwledgment Just hushed 'Mlhpm and et exits,
Trust haemorrh be, not discuss,

This contrast play! out everywhere, Jedf Bezos has sakd nnmonls “the best place
In the world to fall” because Innovation requires tolerating mistakes, [BM's former
CEO Thomas Watson Sr. famously refused to fire an employes whose error cost
S600,000."1 just spent $600,000 tralnkng him," he explained, Volkswagen, on the
atherhand,isa m:mmale.um;‘mmrcmhllnmmmlmum“: afrakd
toreport probl —adeclslon

th.\tcnplodedmm amullilauliondnll.\:scmd.\l Aculture

mistakes,

@ HITTING THE ROAD

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis

In the future we wish to see R&D and manufacturing
done in India, and | am sure at an appropriate stage
Tesla will think about it

® R&D PUSH
RECAST IT FROM SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVOUR TO A KEY PILLAR OF ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS

A shift in innovation outlook

tum with a significant pol-

ley mmmllmen: —t 1 lakh crore dedi- AM" KAPOOR

en- Aeved [H&D} T adval;cﬁ\; Chalr, Institute for Competitiveness
national tect The

H
newly approved R&D and Innovation
(RDI) scheme promises to offer long-
lcrm,lnw-cnnl caplt.ll to private enter-
o 4

fes iuch as se
artificlal 1n:elllgwmc¢n|] Ereen encegy,
and guantum computing, Beyond the
seale of the announcement lies a bigger
questlon: Can this scheme shift India's
place in the global Innovation race? For
years, Indla'sambitions to becomnea tech-
drlven powerhouse have run up agalnst
anenduring fact that the country spends
Just 0,645 of its GDPon R&D, far below
lobal leaders lke the US {3.5%), China
240), and South Korea (+.8%). More-
over, unlike these nations where private
Industry drives over 75% of total R&D,
anily abot 3640 of India’s R&D spend -
Ing comes from the private sector. This
Inpsldcd structure has limited the scale
f Indlaninno-
vation, That |s the gap the RD1 scheme
seekstobridge.
The implications nfthlx stm:tural
k extend far b
Innovation; they directly shape India's
position In the global economy. In FY 25,
semiconductor Imports exceeded <z
lakh crore, continuing a sharp rise fron
€171 ikhcroreinF’ 2'1.wltr1 mdmtlll
sourcing a majority of its chip demand
from abroad. These ehips are the back-

coepoeate Al nvestment reached §152.3
billhon, lndlamuredfunl:wctﬂ bdlllnn,
ranklng 12thglobally, These |

achememiust be backed by cleareligibilicy
morms, tme-bound approvals,and strong

aren't just uanamlc.but they signala
strateglc gap In domestic capacity.
Through this scheme, India is making a
strategic phvot from belng a passive tech-
nology consumer to an active competi-
torin industries that will shape the global
economy. The abllity to innovate at
home, rather than Import eritleal tech-
nnlogﬂeu. is lncreaslingl}'

tracking focused not just on
spending but also on results like patents,
phlots, and market-ready Innovations,
Equally Important |s physical Infrastruc-
ture, Without access to advanced Libs,
mtlngfullillcs and fabrication uniu.
utside ter-[ cithes, b
cannot seale up. Skilling, regulatory clar-
lity,and deeperindustry-acaderniacollab-
aration must move in par-

Imvestment, talent density, and Institu-
thonal support, which remain highly con-
centrated, The success of the RDI scheme
whll depend not only on natlenal policy
design, but also on how effectively It
strengthens reglonal ecosystems ensur-
Ing that innovatlon infrastructure, fund-
Ing access, and skilled manpower extend
beyond a few urban clusters,

Major innovation econambes provide
useful benchmarks for India's next steps.
The US, through the Mational Sclence
Faundatlon's Technology, Innovation,
and Partneeshps directorate, links pub-
lic research to commercialisation and
Industry partnerships, The European
Unlon's Horizon Europe programme
channels about €93.5 billion (2021-27)
Into missbon-driven R&D, with strong
Infrastructure and cross-border collabo-
ration, China, meanwhile, embeds R&D
Inits Industrial strategy by Investingover

lcom- allel. Capital alone willnot | 2,5% of GDP In R&Dand driving sectoral
petitiveness in a world drl- Its true value will the ...._.‘,u urgmd tech an
ven by control over supply 1 around It munt slons. Indl;
chains, standards, and M;:' N th.::.: be ready to absorb and clﬁ.bmlmwrnmmallacmcl-rcorcplar-
Intellectual property (1F), the outlay, accelerate lnnovation.Ind- | book—patient capital, strong
Innovation linotlimitedto  whether it can build  iw's innovation teajectory | Infrastructure, and alignment between
Inventlon; it fuels produc- the ecosystems, will equally depend on the policy, research, and industry. The RDI
tivity, job creatlon, and institutions, and capaclty of its reglons to schermecan bea urning polnt, butonky i
export onmm!!llvmm N ives tha ah:nrls .md scale up new It Is mclﬂ.-d by the system that allows
World Bank t logh nchlwing o By this, wcm-canthat
data, high-tech goods  allow Innovation  pardtywithl iginnova- | the scheme must be comy dbya
accounted for just lsvahnr to scale up tor il i Ive system that facilitates effec-
India's total h gth B sub-nat- wo Implcmontalim and enables sus-

exports in 2023, whereas In

countrles llke China, the UK, and South
Korea, they contribute over 2 5%, Hence,
Indla's goal to becoming a developed
econamy by 2047 cannot reston services
and consumption alone, It must deepen
lech dﬂwnmnum:unng and scale up

bone of ever clec-
tronies to defence systems, Import

to move from
assembling products to exporting core
hnalogles hacked by 11

rellance here leaves Indla vulnerable te
external shocks and geopolitical supply-
chaln disruptions. Similarly, Inclia's share
In global private Al investment remains
lowy despite lts talent strength. According
to Stanford Al Index Report 2024, while

Realising the full potential of the RDI

Jongside
mationalefforts According to the US-India

lhc uul u:heme rcﬂcctu a :tratcglc
S

Index by the Institute for Competitive-
messand ITand Innovation Foundation,
even India’s leading innovation hubs ke
Delhl, Chandigarh, and Tamil Nadu lag
slgnificantly behind LS reglons. Dethl, for
Instance, ranks nearly 38 polnts behind
Callfornla,and nu]ndl.m rq;lon nu!ctm

even the

schemne will require swift, targeted, and
efficlent lmplmmtatlnn. Llclayxln dis-

busrsk

Innovation camclty.whllo Indian regions
jperform relatively well In globalisation

Ingltfmm awclen(lﬂcendcamurtoa h'y
pil
ruevaluewill natlie | thasize nf:hc aut-
Loy, bst ki whiether [t can bl the scosys-
tems, Insthtutions, and Incentives that
allow innovatbon to scale up. I India gets
thiselght, it has a shat at not just catching
up with global tech leaclers, but shaping
the frontieritself,

Davia,

mediarles could dilute m lntcnt 1‘he
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CED, Indiatech.arg

(FDI} Inflows, the real gaps le In RED

Building Al for Bharat

th i
researcher, Institute for Competitivoness

In terms of scale and impact, what could offer a
greater opportunity than agriculture in our
country to showcase and use the power of AI?

IMNDIA HAS BEEM making ateady
progress In Its artificial intell] ALY

cnuld!mp.lct mc pace and acale, dug ta

efforts, with a democratised approach
through "Al for All" that encom passes a
supportive policy. The efforts of the gov-
ernment [lke the Indiadl Misston, Indi-
ahl Compute, Indladl FutureSkills,
Indiaal Startup Financing, Indiaal
Innovation Centre, Indiadl Datasets
Platform, and Indiasl Applications
Developrment Inltiative are focused in
the right direction,

the start-up ecosystem with the likes of
Krutelm and Sarvam Al that are alming
In the directlon of large language maod-
clxil LM 8l Knnlrl m developed lts own
lonal LLM tralned ona vast data

Backing your people when they fall doesn't make you
seft, It makes your culture stronger. Teams remembaer
prase in good times far less than support in bad times,
‘When people know they won't be punished for mistales,
the}lwmomllmtolnwammdmakup ultlnumy

set of Indlan languages and contextual
data, enabling accurate text generation
and conversational Al in various Indian
Iansuagr.-x They recently launched

Krutl' an agennc Al asslstant. Sarvam

fallure is a diagnostic. It shows whether |
more than abuzzword andwhet her trust Iugmulnelyfclt

1f failure shows whether your culture Is bullt on trust,
farewells show whether It 18 bullt on respect, And the two

ROHIT
OHRI

Faunder, Chrignal

The same fiear that makes people hide mistakes 15 the
fear that makes them leave quletly, The same defensive-
nmthatdnm hIa.meInhlJurnIao drives cold, transactlonal goodbyes.

Peopl by mm you m.ude feel when they left, not just when they
jained, Ol it \cn:orwnftamnm Inspde-
Ing ermails fmmhocm ltu:cxlu mafmuhrouded In awleward foemality or total
sllence, Yet it's the g

¥

How an orga voluntary reskgnatlons, reveals
more. mum I h any el i llJIl‘I\\llI\l Exit: I S| |'|tl
whethera culture s rooted in gra:ltudcmdmnhyfmrand ego.At Ohriginal, Iuy.
“Exlt Is expression,” because how you part ways with someone sends a message to

everyone who stays,
Onc mibd-skzed tech mp.\ny[.u!vlml celebrated departures with a “Final Mile"
Ireke where storles an Even Apple retall

mm pause work to applaud and high- nwcmplfmu on thelr last day, The depart-
Ingg person feels seen and valued, They leave with goodwill, not resentment,
Contrast that with the "cold shoulder” exit. In scrme companles, coll eagues only
reallse someone has left when thelr emall bounces, One manager deacribed belng
treated “like a beper” after ghving notbee, The message was unmistakabile: you are val-
... untilyou're not. I'h.mlmrdmn‘t md antlwymIl: mtthcdmr—ltcdmcu

ont‘hsndmr Llnhed n dinth VETyone
ader dlyyes, seeing deg I 1 fall
I e, Every exlt s an opy gratitude, refl d growth. Just as
i han et £ 1l T
useln the end,culture lsstwhat I g I8 how
ynubelwwhm:hlnm met h.ll’d Wn Nlumrnm whengaod penplelem and
when you shetheryour thewall,
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R Alfor
Bharat and alms to bubld the “full-stack™
for generative AL They also launched
models like Sarvam-M,
Farthe flrst time, Indla

davelanl

Huture like US export controls,

India remalns in the tler-11 category
for chip exports, which translates Into
caps on quantity of advanced chips, The
global demand for high-end Al chips is
surging, which ltself puts pressure on
chip manufacturers to meet the
demand. The cost of acquiring and
maintaining large-scale
graphics | ng unit

market d farm-
e are facing a host of lssues. Low pro-
ductlvity, especially among smallhold-
ers, poses serlous risks to farmer
Incomes, rural stabllity, and even the
natlon's food and nutritional security,

Thankfully, meaningful progress
has already been made at the Intersec-
tlon of Al and agriculture offering a
road map that new kids on the block can

to quality inputs and toals, the plat-
formempowers them to make smarter
declslons and Increase thelrylelds sus-
talnably. In terms of scale, more than
two milllon farmers across 2,050
farmer producer organisations in 11
states have benefltted from the Initia-
thve by ITC.
By on.lhllna hyper-personalised,
| access to critical farm-

learn from, Even conven-

ing knowlcdgc In telllgenl platforms

tlonal sectoral P

shouldb Indban agrl-

infrastructure remalins a

like ITC has been doing

slgnifieant financial hue- By enabling hyper- ploneering work In inte-
dle, There maybeaneed to personalised, grating Al with sustain-
create a kable fund jonal able farming practices to
oot o b T T
stary and maybe explore farming knowledge, tem, Thelr approach does-
manufacturing chips for  intelligent platforms 't just boost productivity;
these domestically. should be ableto 1t allgns with critical

In terms of scale and ransform natlonal goals such as
impact, what could offera " Indian doubling farmers’
greater opportunity than agriculture incomes and Initiatives

agricul ture In oureountry
to showcase and use the
power of Al With nearly 4 ls 1% of the

afoundational Almodel that will be run
entlrely on domestle Infrastructure—a
signiflcant leap towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat.And impartantly, it will enable
the country to develop strategle auton-
omy in one of the maest eritleal emerg-
Ing technologles of our time, While
Indla grows In its Al |nurm::-I there are
emerging market that

! engaged In agrleulture and
allled activities, the use of Al not anly
makes sense but ks also essential to
unlock maximumvalue inthe sector. So
what can Al da for farmers?

Toanswier that, we must first under-
stand the complex and evalving chal-
lenges they face, From the escalating
c[fcctu nfﬂlmawchangcandsl\:mklng
ces and

THE EDITOR

Crash report taking

cover of flimsy reasons
Apropos of “Half-baked effort” (FE,
July 15), the preliminary report of the
Alreraft Accident Investigation Bureau
an the AIL71 crash has created mare
flutter from furnishing the facts and
causes which triggered the il-fated
incident. The blame on disengage-
ment of the switch, a critical
component in unregulated fuel supply
to the engines, appears to be taking
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the cover of flimsy reasons. The fact
that a few hours before the crash, the
sama aircraft had landed in
ahmedabad from Delhi needs to be
considered before ariving at any
decision. Althaugh aviastion authorities
are the exparts to analyse the causes,
and are expected to take into account
the chrenalogy leading to the
accident, the loghook on the routine
after the landing of the alrcraft from
Delhi akso needs to be barme in mind.
Muking conclusions befare

like More Crop, Per Dirop.
At the heart of this
transformation Is ITC MAARS (Meta
Market for Advanced Agrcultural Rural
Services) It s a fiest-of-its-kind " phygi-
tal"platform that blends physical pres-
ence with digital intelligence, This plat-
farm delivers Al-enabled pctnoaall!cd
crop advisories, Imaj e-'haxcddm!:
ties, precision Input planning, and real-
time markelplacc Access dlrc:lly to

culture, making It smarter, more sus-
talnable, and future-ready. The endeav-
our should be focused on delivering
relevant actionable insights to Indlan
farmers across reglons and the multl-
tude of languages that they speak,

Al ls now taking ow.-rl:ey unctions
and India ks geared to leverage its poten-
tlal—whether it Is agriculture, health-
care services, education, urban devel-
opment, financlal services, loglstics,
mability, public safety or even empow-
eringenvironment sustainabilicy,

The generation of yesterday across
different strata of soclety Is digital-
ready, and any Al development In the
countryhas to take them into consider-
atlon.So,can Al progress In our country
and dellver for Bharat? Surely it can.

As a natlon, we have some of the
brightest minds in the woeld, 1T Al can
be used to boost intelligent ageleulture,
we can tmomc a xclf mli.\nt natlon

farmiers' fi
erswith ac:imableinslghn ;md access

completing the investigation in
Fullis not logical,
~—RY Baskaran, Pune

More questions

than answers

apropos of " Half-baked effort” (FE,
July 15}, the inceinately long period
to decode the black box of the il
fated 21171 flight had already raised
suspicions of deliberate delay. The
praliminary findings have blurred the

where and

productlvity,

picture mare than it has clarified,
‘Wihile the full investigation shouldn't
be rushed, there has to be some time
frame for the same, Otherwise it could
cantinue for along period of time and
deliberate attempts could be made
1o shift the blame to the deceased
pilats, This could also be a ploy to
take the haat off the sircraft
manufacturer,

—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra
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