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[sraels attacks on Iran
a threat to global peace

Ir. is with reckless ahandon that one man who is clinging to the Prime

Mmlster‘snﬂ’ioeb} fighting wars has opened a new front in attacking Iran.
Benjamin Metanyahu sees this as means to stop what Isrsel considers its
higgest E')CIS‘ET]L]al threat — a muclear-armed Iran. The theocratic leaders:
of Iran may have spoken of nuclear bomba as a way of annihilating the Jewish
state, but Iran may be some way from making the bomb and which process the
Ry War 0 510 s UGERY rolferstion 5 1 excesively

Any war to st 1's nuckear tion is an and ex
m];%;mls mﬂ; to forestall that nation's Iﬂe%e Israeli actions
alsa brought about an end to what appeared to be a promising way to resolve
the nuclear issue thro a 'L'IS-]ran dlalngue Wlth that avenue shutting, it
needs 1o i;ues!mg that Tran may have ssemed in all the time
that Israel has attacked JmeInmbs missiles and dromes, it is still capable of
proceeding with its enrichment plans.

The Isrzeli attack and Iranian counterattack, which led to loss of life in Iran,
including that of scientists running the nuclear programme &g well as those
who died in Israel when some of Iran's missiles got through the air defence
shield, represent a dramatic escalation. International attention should focus

on who can best smpNem])j-ahumu. and that man

It would be s not Donald President, after hav-
catastrophic if the ingappeared o ehee'r Iaraal on, =till boasts he can.
brnng about a deal with Iran in a day but what he
ss.;! abaur. his magical capacity feels like so much

']‘he blame for starting Israel's surprise air
strikes of Fr Iran's nuclear infra-
structure at key facilities in Natanz and lsfahan
that shattered the relative peace after Iran's prosy
Hezbollah had gone quiet in Lebanon lies squarely
with Netanyahu whose party’s coalition was set to
lose its maj sag in pala:[aen And to his

and the Houthis sovernment he may have had to keep starting
wars, this time by dragghagh‘snhmaomlﬂ.lﬂdmt

mqu ha\ne g:ra\.le implicaticns for the embattled Middle East region
mrlgh‘sn on not fulfilling conditions to keep its nue]earpm—
grsmme %mwag from peaceful gux]lmsea and inte harmfol
nuchear prohleraunu may wve been the cue on w larael acted, after keep-
ing the US President in the loop. The a vinlation of international laws
eould not have heeu!mrkerﬂmn in Israeli action, which may have been antic-
E&ed for menths but which still shocked a world that believes in a rules based

¥

‘Whatever justification the Isrselis may have had in pounding Gaza soon after
the October 7, M1, massacre by Hamas, their subsequent retaliatory actions
were seen to be disproportionate with the bombing of the Gaza Swip to
smithereens and starving all its population even as its destruction continues
into a third year. There is no justification whatscever for aiming at Iran's
nuckear and oil and gas and enes m&aéust as political and diplematic means:
were being pursued by Tromp's United

has often bandied his first term record of heaving started no new wars.
It would be catastro if \‘.he US mulls eﬂtermg d.imctl) this Middle Ehst
mddle created by Iranian proxies Hezbollah and
HDuthJs.Evethspasswes’u m\l u:lsguammeedmacalaleﬂ)e
regional war. Again, who will rein in Netanyahu remains the million-dollar
question.

Sun shines on South Africa

hosholoza® is a popular song of encouragement in Soeuth Africa. It
deals with sticking to the task even as the geal seems »e:l?. far. The
national cricket team and their steadfast supporters would have sung
t.haL e wnhﬂsm on Saturday after overcoming age-old demons that

unted the
'I‘helr World Test Chs.m mus.hip final wlusﬁhm impregnable Australia
atericket's mecea of s in London was indeed the icing on the cake that
must have gone well with the champagne that had been on ice for 27 years
in quest for an ICC trophy.

Cases of so-near-yetso-far have been plenty for the Proteas, who have
slipped on the final stretch, to mweg okers” in the cricket world.
Now, it's a full-throated cry of victory. WhllsL we were hatting, we could

the Aussies usm%that dreaded word, choke,” South African captain
Temba Bavuma said atter the match. The jDkE was now on the Aussies.
Snuﬂ) Africa's victory is a result of crafty caleulation, determined perfor-
ces and favour from up above. Brave Bavuma won the toss, chose to
lield and dug in deep during the fourth innings chase that can bem.cky. as
his team hunted down the second h it total in a Test at Lord's.

His fast bowler Kagiso Rabada, commg back from a suspension for using
drugs, was on a different h]ﬁh fogether, scalping nine wickets in the
game. The bowlers were brilliantly backed ug‘:; the !I]p fielders who
snapped up stunners. By contrast, seasoned mﬁ[ have let
Australia down when he put down Bavuma's caLch{am:l pmln v the Test
mace) in the slips.

Then there was Aiden Markram, who got out for a duck in the first
innings as his team conceded a bothersome 74-run first-innings lead before
picking himsalf off the floor te score a century in the second essay that put
his team on the path to victory.

e Sun smiled on South Africa as well. After 28 wickets fell in the first
two overcast days, bright sunshine made batting convenient, which was
aptly summed up by Bavuma: “The Sun's been with us.”
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\lmmdersMndlum*fj

thinks, breathes, and
Independent India has never had a leader
whnmmdedmdmﬂmﬁdwln-

liament. His detractors see it & an obsession that is
img a healthy democracy.

India, Pakistan no longer
hyphenated in world eye

after a dastardly
attack on Sri Lankan crick-
aters iz Lahove. At that po-
int in time an eminent edi-
tor with a keen interest in
strategic affairs had written
an editorizl against me ina
lead daily newspay
dev:r:‘lﬁgllmt}Y uwﬁpneew

I meant and mean no
offence to Somalia that is
ﬁlél'_ a d;:l,qde an“: a half

] with its own
duuem! ﬁ“;sn the terror
outfit, Slm'haab It has to
contend with ungoverned
SPACES where the writ of the
government just does not
run. This instability has
omineus unp]lr:atmn! for
Samalia's neighbours, too.

The larger point, however,
is that Pakistan, becanse of
its state sponsorship of ter-
rar, has created vermed
spaces and, the ., bec-
o the epicentre of insta-
bility, not anly in Sauth
Asia but across 1d.

This analogy was evi-
denced by two statements

bright, an Dec. 2, 2006, in the
wiake of the 2611 the Mum-
bai tervor outrage, had fam-
ously deseribed Pakistan as
an international migraine.
She stated “Pakistan contin-
ues o be an international
migraine. It has poverty, ex-
tremism, issues of nuclear
non-proliferation and a
weak povernment. It needs
ta learn how to deal with ex-
tremism and the issue af no-
d!sl nm—pmll&ratm..."
pther former 1S socre-
Ialg of state Hilary Clinton
warned Pakistan on
Oct. 21, 2011, that it would
m( a very heavy prué‘e for

rat. She nnmeﬂ whl.]e

ey AT ek

Pakistani foreign lnlm!ber
n tow, “You cant keep
snakes in

mﬂamﬂu tnhl.te
nelghiours

‘Q\ennral.'lymnse amiakes are

Aldal}ywwn

an mstrument of state pali-
cy has devastated its own

SOCiEty.
What is moot is that
Pakistan's terrible track
record, both

exparter

anatorbous nuclear prolifer-
ator, is so well documented
im the esoteric echelons of
international high perfi
that it is surprising it sti
continues to stay the course
on its taxic rajectory with-
out the gl.obal:a]n rabrium
r.het should have buried it

[t is in ﬂu! comtext that it
ortant to con-

w:mahse whether India's
kinetic actbons between
May 7 and 10, 2025, and the
ulhsequ!nt d]p]nmltTL; ot

hammudzl@amns mlal
fanned out acmssmewal.d
were able to reinforee
documented reality of oﬂi
cial  Pakistan's  direct
imvolvement in trat-
terror nto Lm:lmrl:'e
t us begin by examinin
the kinetic actions initiat
b\' India between May 7 and
5. The fact 1s that
I‘JEE actions were initial-
ised and edfficaciously culmi:
nated natwithstanding that
there was no e]!memo(sm
ise post Pahal
, 20Es to
afthe Indian Armed Foma
For this without the inher-
ent element of surprise
always was a bridge too far
even in tactical theology.
Pakistan was isant of
the fact that after India had
established a new threshold
by retalisting conventional-
Ly apainst asymmetric war-
m a rabust military res-
would be the arder of
rJvada

Going by veparts in the
52'; space it seems that
was no softening of
Pakistan's air defence infra-
structure as the mandate to
the Indian Air Foree osten-
sibly seems to have been to
t the infrastructure of
terror in Pakistan rather
than their military strue-

the BJP in the Lok Sabha , increa: its

froum that of 2004, mmﬁmm@&mﬁ

first BIP leader to secure a majority for the BJP in

ﬂﬂ:lnk&sblmpnﬂs.wiﬂlﬂnﬂh!mm.lnﬂﬂ.
o 30

T?gﬁrlhﬂ Mr Modi had hit the cam-

paign trail, and the rest is history.

ture. ‘That chviously seems
ta have caused certan dam-
age to India's air assets.
are, however, two
outeomes that
T to be nta any
aobjective analytical caleo-
lus. From whatever mamen-
tum_ the diplomatic out-
seems to have gath-
ered from the efforts of their
respective  interlocutors,
India managed to assert
itself without being drawn
back into the Cald War-era
“India-Pakistan® hyphen-
ation that omee deﬁnedglnb—
al  diplomacy.
des ite Pakistan's lnbtmng
that of its few remain-
mg allies, Jammu &
Hashmir failed to regain
my;{;:]inn whatsoever on
the global agenda.

Fuor the first two-and-a-half
decades after Independence,
the ides that India and
Pakistan were two sides of a
single strategic coin shaped
narratives, mjtglp]numtic
angapements. Things start-
el to change after India's
decisive mili wictory in
m&dﬂ‘m creation

esh.

After 19091, when India lib-
eull-]llsaj its economy, the

Co-economic rajecta-
g‘;! of India and pﬁ(ﬁc
diverged so dramatically
with  India  progressi
rapidly that the nareative
hyphenamn peddled by ele-
ments  sympathetic  to
Pakistan in the Western
establishment st

fakee and hallow.

Anyone who has dealt
with the strategic elite of
Pakistan knows they can
live with India critick
them but can't live witl
India ignoring them which
is alse one of the lesser trig-
gers af this state-sponsared

tervorism, the principal one
ing the institutional sear
on the eollective of

quence of the “whipping”

}leing ‘Sindoor ks Saudagar”. It is far the people to
u

this is right or wrong.
It

as if mbgetdngﬂl@ninaqn*
mire this time. Alerted by the BIFs
Opposition is getting

smﬂ\nﬁguﬂtmm

and posing a kot nl'
odi's deafening silence is
mple'.( ata time when 5

they received in December
1971 at the hamls of the

Indian armed
India's mmmn
1o the

featuring precision sﬂn]ca
across Pakistan stemmed
from & broader base of inter-
national credibility that
India has meticulously cul-
tivating through economic
resilience, diplomatic out-
reach and a firm anti-terror-
ism narrative now going

ek many decades.
Unlike in the mrmm\;]z
s ago, i
mndug:mm mgnm
oral ﬁuiva]!nne ar pres-
sure oountries eq A
The back-channelling thi
time around was alsoe
focused on de-escalation as
hnshd:l_zmlr]mszk the norm
stretching FEArs now.
Deespite four tense days of
cross-barder hostilities J&K
did naot reemerge as a sub-
ject of urgent imemational
concern. There was no
emergency N sesgion, no
mediztion affers from Euro-
pean  capitals and o
remewed calls for dialogue
centred on the so-called
“Kashmir question”.
This silence is not a diplo-
matic oversight. It was a
direct result of years of con-

sistent Indian plﬂu:'\ New
Delhi  has ralstently
argued that is & domes-

tic matier and not an inter-
national dispute. That fram-
ing, omee hotly debated, now
enjoys  quist amep‘ancz
acrass key global
Mareover, that P
use of terroism as arl
instrument of state policy
has nothing to do with JEK
is also now widely under-
stood. India effectively has
suceeeded thanks to aeons
af  sustained  di 5
effort in sma]mm];]mhius
tan's longstanding narra-
tive that unrest in ir
is oeganic rather than extes-
nally 5 . India's mil-
o e i
Eﬂlﬂbﬂﬂ

" or 8 “war on the

" carries  intrinsic
rlsks Repeated military
actiors. even limited ones,
cauld inadvertently lower
the threshold for conflict
anﬂhrmﬁbackmeqmmes

mma — i8 4 con-
ventional response effica-
cious I proscribing asym-
m!u'lcwapd mahed

isa

Manish Tewari
third-term Lok Sabha MP

and farmer Union minis-
ter, Twitter handle

LETTERS

DIFFERENTIAL DAMAGES

All accident victims must be
treated with equal dignity
and compassion, inrespective
of their financial status. Al
accidenits, be it on air, road,
or railway tracks, are equally
tragic. Akash Patni, 14, was
sleeping under a tree in front
of his family’s tea stall at the
time the Air India plane
crashed into B.J. Medical
College hostel. A burning
piece of metal struck him in
the head and he was eng-
ulfed in flames. His family
deserves equal compensation
at par with the family mem-
bers of those who lost their
lives due to the plane crash.
Also, why does the govemn-
ment declare only T10 lakh
for kin of rail accident victims
when a plane crash victim's
family gets 25 lakh?

Sujit De

Kolkata

JUST ANOTHER DAY

the world celebrated
filtered sel

becomes performative. One viral post
cannot repay vears of quiet sacrifice. A
father—the silent architect of & family's
foundation—deserves mare than a ealen-
dar-bound tribuate. It's irenic: we dedicate
one day o honour him, and 364 i over-
Lok him. Now that the posts have faded,
let's ask purselves—do we hanour our
Swﬂau_”s daily, ar merely anee a year for

Hasnain Rabbani
Mumbai

NEED MORE EVs

INDIA I8 the homeland of the mest pok
huted cities on earth. Gurugram, Delhi
and retr_l\a\\eaﬁa'} ponrmr

result, people, especially the
%ﬂ.ﬁ‘b‘ abd chﬂﬂm\ mﬁa]]mg ﬂldue ta
air pollution caused by mdustries, vehi
ces, comsiructions, and lack of greenery
and I:me& Affarestation and tree planta-
at comstruction sites
and emummem riendly vehicles, 1,
electric vehiclss are neaded everywhere,
50 that people can hreathe a sigh of relief.
Bastavi
Mumbai

500 for the best letter of the

week goes to Sankar Paul
(June 9). Email:

let il.com

i

tactics, th

abserver

it: “This is not the first time the BIP

Sunil Gata

After Op Sindoor:
Will BJP’s heady
cocktail work this
time for Modi?

The criticism apart, nisnnsomdentﬂmmeBJP
has become the world's largest party, which has

mmmmmgf@aﬁz

‘mies. By hook or by crook, the
ing by the

ing that the ruling party was neither

mrwasﬂmaleﬂlpm"h\g
Now the BJFs uuwpsxg\ OVET "%yemthu
Sindoor” s 8 heady mix of Hindutva and staunch
nationalism, seeking to drive home the that

a sirong leader like Navendra can
m#e’ mgsdsecm‘lt in troubled times. il
Any ai painst Pakistan is generally a sure-

on amotional jssues. In fact, Mr Ve
the af “Miya Musharraf”, ng in the
dictator, to win an election ha

dawnmﬂum'atudlbeiu!he!hmedm}lmnﬂd

taking j'bih bmuemmﬁ‘ wm i
a jibe at sie in

the minority community, 15%‘”&?&:&1 lt’had ot

‘the majarity worried.
The surgical strikes at Balakot lhlln’wlng lh!
Pulwams attack in 2018 had paid ric]

This time, there are no immediate elections. The

due by the year-end,
smmwamumbﬁwamm
Kgl'aln.Assam Puducherry and Tamil Nadu next

interesting fight, but it

wm‘t'beapmhlemifthmltngmmumhumm

in the state and fights ", SOITHE SN~

veys claim that tmlemler’ﬂejuhm‘n’adxv

afmeR.llllisémme afﬂndmasmemm
oA

lea]wtsl:rlkesanl‘skﬁtsl\.sh e\:sum
a field day for the BJP. That is the general

e

maulti WeTe Sent i some
Eminmmdﬂtg{mmmsm the BJP
has sought to quickly cash in on the valour af the

President Donald Trump i redit, day in
and day out, hrmn‘kgﬂ\ehﬂn‘l‘-ﬁa]dm CEase

ﬁeOppnsrﬂmishnd]yaskngwb‘yma!hgle
nation has supporied Imlla am‘l cmd.emned
Pa‘rl’ihmnaverﬂle

e Sangh Parivar o pm?ecﬂm
time of the P as “Vishwa Gurar hnshemmean
slhamasmmndﬂpm]ingm!m The can-
troversy over external rs minister S

mmminﬁhmsmmﬂhm
ts vejection of the united
?fppns mdﬂrmﬁ:rmhmuediammnls&
nl'l‘arhnmmtmlhewakeofd‘letrﬂml‘aklstm
conflict and convening the Monsoon Session as
mnalmﬂ\emtddleauu]yq]mghamﬂ\eunme

%:umm:‘jalﬁdssa th Cmpnglunn

4t a time the entire

}Bdm]ltedbemmmegwmmm

g an overdrive to flag the success of
]\sshmugn Lhel‘nuqusﬂms

over his lesdership as al - of

There
answars, and this has emboldened the Opposition to
Taise the
boiche up A Toported i 5 poicaly expoh
up its o pali
Op-erstlmpsdndwr for electoral gains. As one

“ﬂmlmg"mmsmadecd!lw factar in every elec-

tion, his elieves that a

strang PM was benton
szh%:l ‘this time. It 1%&2\‘! abmnwprﬁ

Moedi and home minister Amit Shah have failed to
ndsmesta]ltbe termorists involved in the

Pshalgam

Repeated Wmmmmm by the
RJP top brass after the attack shows utter
helplessness & nothing haschnnged 50 far o the

ground and on the di
Mm\sgmg]\esd]msnsahtﬂed.ﬂ'emltﬂmﬂ oo

\I'Jm:mtge ‘come™ mters.mewhnse sﬁthe&l?
could be 8 warning to the government

‘the ceasefire that “all is not well”.
The bigger crisis is that the absence of 2 bigidea is.
hmungtbeB.lPstnceﬂ:eankSahhaeLeﬂ:lm
which saw the party fa o get & majority on its
awn and hawing o be content with 240 seats,
almast equal to the Opposition INDLA bloc, where
the biggest party, the Congress, ended with 99 seats,

The writer is 2 journalist based i Naw Delhi
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLYVES US ALL

TRACKING THE MONSOON

There are signs of its revival. But amid climate and geopolitical
shocks, policymakers can't take commodity prices for granted

HE COMIMNG WEEK is crucial for the southwest monsoon, which is showing
signs of revival after a premature arrival followed by a prolonged hull, The

monsoon set in over Kerala on May 24, eight days before its normal date of

June 1, kechnically marking the start of the four-month season. It advanced

SH DESHPANDE

SAT

Census 2026-27 will answer questions of caste count

e ————————

‘WorbpLy WISE
THERE 1S NOTHING FAST OR EASY
ABOUT DIPLOMACY. — HiLary CLINTON

and delimitation in a fraught political moment

THEREARE TWO alwious reasons the recently
notified national Census of 2026-27 will be
like o other Census in independent India,
These have already attracted a lot of attention
in the media: The counting of castes beyond
the Scheduled Castes and Sche duled Tribes,
and the new delimitation exercise that will

political i

over Mumbai on May 26, 16 days ahead of schedule, But it hasn't
with its norths boundary where the rai hed —stuck
since Maylg It has created an unusual situation of May recording not nnlyalmrl 1
times the histori i but also 1.5 degrees Celsi
temperatures for the month at all-dndia level. With a relatively cool and wet May not
forming the required heat-induced low-pressune areas, which act as a suction mecha-
nism drawing in moisture-laden winds from the Indian Ocean, the monsoon has weak-
ened after the initial burst,

i i fa Ix:m}l percent normal, with 30 out of the coun-
ivi ing deficits inexcessof 15 percent. The India
[IMD MONS00n Prog touch Gujarat, West
Bengal, _'Iharlshand and Blhar inthe nm:uuplc of days. Its forecast of an “above-normal”

i {upon being no El Nifio this time and neutral orweak nega-

tive Indian Ocean Dipole conditions developing dumlg the season. Both ocean indica-
tors known to influence the monsoon are wind sys-

limit — thei

try's

the Union shape of our Padiament.
Hiwwverver, thL' malmasun thcmnlng Ccnsus
will bey particularc
which the questions raised by caste and de-
limitation will have to be answered.

Meither delimitation nor t.hccpunt'mg of

L ly
till 1931, even after Independence, caste data
have been collected for the Scheduled Tribes
and Scheduled Castes; and more L cen-
sus-like surveys have been conducted in the
states of Karnataka, Bihar and Telangana,
Dielimitation, too, has happened throe times
before, and the current delimitation formula
{fior the number of Pardiament and assembly
m]:slasndonrhr 1971 Census, while the

‘tem bringing the rains has been well in place. To what extent the lack of heat lows, due

to showvers in May the normal heating pattern over the
Iredfian lanc ld these oceanic and pheric wind factors
remai be seen. One only hop ¥ E
the if crops, whose hie quantum as well as temporal and spatial dis-
tribution of rainfall during thl: SEASON,

Onthe positive side, annual food price i atbelow 1 percent in May,

has fallen to a 43-month-low, ptnmanlycmthl: back of a bumper rabi { winter-spring)
crop. Government wheat stocks, at 38 mi | June 1, are at a four-year high, and
maore than four times the necessary levels for rice, The LIS Department of Agriculture has
projected record glnhaJ grain and oilseed harvests for 2025-26. These should help keep

of consti ies have been re-
drawn based on the 2001 Census.

Howeever, the context of delimitation to-
day is very different from earlier times. The
Bath Amendment of February 2002, enacted
under the Atal Bihari Vaipayee-led NDA gone-
ernment, froee states' share of Lok Sabha seats
to the allocations based on the 1971 Census
“until the relevant figures for the first Census
taken after the year 2026 have been pub-
lished"(the previows reference year had been
2000), Becausse seat allocation has been pro-
portionate to population  toensure that each
parhalm:nrarun fepresents mughly similar

alidoni ""fqmtrcunlumungI:nth'IMDsfwv:rasL elloctors)
The one limate and
cL'mnmcs|swnnnalwcummud:rypnr€slurgamd The N, ol the expense of the south.

would do well to keep the window wide open for imports,

A STABILISING FORCE

The India-EU partnership is becoming a central
axis in the construction of a multipolar world
HE PARTNERSHIP EHWEEN]Ma and the Eurupl:'an Union {EL)is gaining

signific i forc Ring world. External
Affairs Mini i s wisit to B i Faneffort
[ i s triggered by ingc i

Prirme Minister Modi's wisit

to Cyprus reinforces tch new Indian commitment to Europe. The turbubence of Donald

Trump's sec m— marked by protecti and sceptici I

]|anc|:s an:l partnerships — has nudged Dr]hland Erusscls to hedge against US unpre-
des-based ir order. by ary

gnl‘ that Delhd and Brussels are going to walk away from Washington. On the contrary,

the IS muost i BoOnomic ic partner for India and Europe.

Both sides wil ir best ionship; but they are also

naturally looking to deepen other partnerships.

The last year and more has seen greater momentum in bilateral relations, A compre-
hensive Free Trade / end of 2025, is central
to joint effi supply ¢ growth. After years of
stalled talks, Dcilhland Brussds are nnwsgnalln,g unpr:trdcmcl urgency to conclude

(=i ,

thetrade sch Middle East ‘.Jmchr:unumlr
Corridor [ IMEC) megional li
of i ion. Ci iom in advanced tec d the exploration of new pusn—

hilities for defence |ndusmal cullabmahun are alsn on the top of the current agenda.
There are tricky itive factor in India-EU rela-
tions While India maintains long-standing defence ties with Moscow and has n:halmd

In the mid 2020s, these apprehensions
have grown stronger. Population projections
suggrst that [ barring exceptions like Himachal

northern and southerm states will be propor-
thomately more than it was in the 20005, As
widely noted, there is the narrative of the
south being “punished” for better perform-
ance on population control and langer contri-

As the first national Census
after Independence that will
count the castes of all
Indians, the coming Census
will end the statistical
anonymity of the so-called
‘uppet’ castes who have
benefited disproportionately

wonal income,
g “rewarded" for |Ismckwardn|:ssonbmh

castes will create the basis for a more com-
plete understanding of the extent to which

counts. f factor here

caste | have been deepened by a

s that, the ruling BJP d

the north but is almast absent in the south,
The unusual delay in conducting the Census
and the decision to push it beyond 2006 thus
appears to be an unsubthe move to reap elec-
toral from the expected change in
seat allocation for the next general election,
clue in 2029, At the very least, it will provice
the ruling regime with a valuable and versa-
tile political hargaiming chip.

te-blind state — despite the
presence of targeted welEare programmes for
“haclkward” castes.

Second, devebopments in caste politics
over the past three or four decades have takoen
it out of the aggregation phase into a new
phase of disaggregation. By offering data on

ial or po-
litical caste-clusters and categornies, the com-
g Census will hedp to highlight mtemnal di-

The circumstances ing caste
enumeration are also very different today.
The last nati ide caste count h d

political iclentities. ust as the consoidation of

|nrhc 1931 Census amid st protests from na-

similarly d castes was a necessary
phase in hmnry mdaythc qucstlunlrg of -

i coloniser’s

Esting © li s the need of

divisive ploy. In the early 20th century, the
Ccnsus didi in fact hr]p Inacl:l:lnan: the con-

thie hour. This applics equally to political iden-
tities other than those based on caste,

ause thiswas
the moment of aggregation — a time when
coalitions were Ix:mgbullt acrossclusters of

Thech imefutable evidence of
[ todominant i
u! political mobilisation — whether of

castes. Th ontinued
after Independence (despite the absence of
rmcuunh Jand reached its peak towards

from state-sp d
development. The same
castes have gathered even
more disproportionate gains
from the market-led
development of the last two
decades. The popular
discourse on subjects like
reservation has encouraged
the illusory belief that visible
welfare programmes are the
only ways in which the state
bestows henefits. As the
history of post-liberalisation
Indlia shows, the state has
been able to shower benefits
on the already privileged in
countless ways through the
market as well

the century, with the Mandal up-
f the 1990s. Today,
promises to play anentirely different role for
WO reasons,

First and most important, as the first na-
tional Census after Independence that will
count the castes of all Indians, the coming
Census will end the statistical anmymlty of
Hrsu-callnd upper * castes who h

caste, religion or region — is an

ape;
that the challenge will be met with genuine
attempts to address inequality. It also opens
the door for the imvention of new identities
l.‘luﬂmng together hitherto separate groups
on the basis of corr

istingz labels. Either way, it will force curmently
dominant political ideologies to provide mone
substance to the unity they demand in the
lumcd caste, community, of even nation.

state- sd
dwv:hpwn:m_'l'.hcsalmcasms have gathered

con-
]unctun: that may prove to be decisive. This is
the gldal tendency of electorally secure au-

oven more gains from the
market-led development of the last two
dttadci 'I'.hc pupulax discourse on subjects
— a discourse
I‘h: “upper” castes — has encouraged theillu-
sory belief that visible welfare programmees
are the only ways in which the state bestows
bcncrni Dn. the contrary, as the history of

regimes to produce “alternative
facts” imresponse boincomenient facts Taken
toits logical end, this tendency ensures that,
weherever and whenever possible, incomven-
nnrlm are abarted before they can Ix: bom,
iy hope that the Ty

wvill be spared such expectations.
Because, ultlmahdy lhc Census is a selfie

Indlia shows, the state has  ofthe
bncna'h]r:lu shower benefi thealready o Iy be o v their g
Deshpande is a retired professor
werybasic, a census that counts the “forwand” based in Bengaher

INFRASTRUCTURE OF DIGNITY

Disability-inclusive reforms must be central to a just, equitable civil service

OLLy MOHANTA

WITH THE CONCLUSION of the UPSC civil
service examination prelims, the buzz around
reforms has grown louder. Experts and com-
mentators ane calling for changes in the syl-
labus, the pattern, and even the upper age
limit — all inthe name of efficdency and mer-
itocracy. However, amidst these reformist ap-
peals, one voice remains conspicuously ab-
sent: Aspirants lmm the Persons with
Benchmark Disabi

Iwrite this not as a detached observer, bt

as someone who has walked — or rather
Firan T

from criticising Russia's war in Ukraine, Euro| the receiving o Russia - appearing for the exam (before
nge th i - However, | ol the ELN have priorit ati 201 i i i i
engagement aver ideological Brussels has ing pressure on India me mn:‘n't even alluvm:l scrlx:s.Thr pwm
forits Russia policy, instead focusing an trade. technology, hina Jicate
Pakistan by Figicad in jak ‘g talk in Brussels, but ot for those of us whise locomotor dis-
il S inme It ability made cven the act of marking circles
d o . actvacats Inclafs on an OMR sheet painfully show — and some-
right diefe d cross-border terrorism. Ncll‘lnlndla nor ELlwant

times impossible — without assistance. It

o et the Pakistan factor derail the new possibilities for building rategic partner-
slup.Thl:In:Iu-EU pamlcrshplslx:cummgarmtralaxls:nmmrummufa multipo-
larworld. Itis ot It a strategic ali; o-

whast't justar ight. 1t was structural ox-
chusion and ignorance,
Even now, many of us continue to face

momic interests, democratic values, urity.

d the p T

FreEzE FRAME EP Unny

I us
fior. The: Civil Services Aptitude Test paper.in-
troduced as a qualifying test, for instance, of-
ten functions as an unspoken barrier for
PwBD candidates, Tlmr-bound n:asomn,g
disprop
impact thuscwln due to years of i |naccns|—
ble education or chronic conditions, were
never given a fair start. Extra time is a Band-
Aid, not a satution, when the foundation it-
selfis fractured.

The private sector doesn’t
have room for us. And the
state public service
commissions (PSCs) —
ironically — are even more
rigic. Many of them refuse to
acknowledge the existence of

But the issue goes beyond just question
papers. The very act of preparing for the UPSC
becomes a daily negotiation with neglect. In
my pursuit of higher education iw )n:ers 1
travelled 30-40kmone way 05,

Eallback. It is the only ladder that still stands —
however frail, however far.

Yet, even this ladder is slippery. Many
exam centres lack accessible toilets. And so,

only to return home from Metro stations
wehere the elevators were mostly out of or-
der Thﬂl:wmda_-,s 1 n:athcdclassc'slm:m
skippe

an auto or e-rickshaw wasn't an q;nun m:lt

forsomeone
W

L pport therm,

Those who advocate for a “younger,
sharpcf"bul::macymlyﬂupmasklbw

martyof for hours be-
fore and during the exam. How does one fio-
cus on an exam spread acmss an entire day
wehen basic human needs are held hostage?
Shouldn't these also be taken into account
when we talk about reforms?

‘When we talk of reforms, they must be
holistic. They must inchede those who have
historically been left out of the conversation.
Thl:am that dlsablcd asplmnh 2o through

I mpete ays, thelog stmares, the fi-
dxlltyamvcsm},mulﬂs?whmmymlh mnn:lalstram the social isolation — is not
—the most defining yearsof pr that can be in cut-offs
- :ssp-cnrmr:hanng i place-  or
ments, but ing pain, ilitation, Thosewho shape pol o —
and invisibility? bureaucrats, cnmmlsslons experts — are
I o up ﬂutgazccamcswghr Iede-
central g but | remain ity. fairmeess, and inclusion.

unemployed. Mot because | don't want to
\mu‘k.hulbecausc age, disability, and lack of

certain disabilities,
particularly those who need
maximum support. What is
left then? For many of us, the
UPSCis not a fallback. T
the only ladder that still
stands — however frail,
however far.

perience are treated as liabilities.

But how do you gain experience if no one

hires you to begin with? How is age a stand-
alone marker of efficiency?

The private sector doesn't have room fior

Merit, inits truest sense, should never be di-
Tuted. But bet us also ask: Isthe scheme of the
exam Fair toall? If the system privileges those
with stable health, full mobility, financial re-
sources, and acoessible transport, what merit
I WE EVen Measuri

Disability-inclusive reforms within the

us, Andd the state public service T Thl:'ymust
(PSCs) — ironically — are even more rigid. b any vision of a just il
toac service — one isnot rationed, and

Many of
istence of certain disabilities, pamnllarly
those who need maximum support. What is
beft then? For many of us, the UPSC is not a

dignity is not reserved for the able-bodied.

The writer is a Pel LPSC aspirant

JUNE 16,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

‘QuiT NAGALAND'

Huwaiza marshlands anc were now “six kilo-
metres from the key Baghdad highway™. The

THERE 15 PANIC in Kihi
“Quit Nagaland' notice served by the Naga

wingin the
state, following clashes between the police
forces of the two states. There were 4,500

wake of the

i dwere
now " coming into the anea” to purge itof ragi
resistance. Hundreds of [ragi soldiers were
lcillcdawuuundcd.andnﬂmrah:nprisunn
'I'.hL' |nvas|on carrying the name of

working in the

ment. Th

" was launched in retaliation for

to produce theirinner line permits, The notioe
comes in the wake of the amest of fve NSFof-
fice-bearers who went to the Assam side.

IRAN ATTACKS IRAQ

IRAN SAID TS ground forees had launched a
new major invasion in lrag's southern

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

Imq air foroe o missile attacks on
15 cities that claimed 550 civilian fves.

NO SHIFT IN POLICY

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi has denied
that there was any shift in India's economic
policy. Answering questions at a meeting with
the representatives of the US Chamber of

Commerce, Gandhi said there were some mis-
conceptions about the nature of the Indian
economy and socialism. In India, where mil-
lions of people were below the subsistencoe
leved, “youcannot profiess that acapitalist sys-
temwill sobve all probilems,” he said.

(GUERRILLAS KILLED

EIGHTEEN TAMIL GUERRILLAS were killed
and about 20 were injured when security
forces raided a rebel camp in Sri Lanka's
Mannar district. Security officials believe
guerrillas from the camp were responsibile
for last month's massacre of about 150
Sinhalese civilians in and near the Buddhist
Thoky city of and attacks.
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Turmoil in West Asia

Oil price spike, supply issues due to jitters over
the Israel-Iran war will add to India's concerns

RENT PRICES SPIKED to $78 a barrel before settling at lower
levels last Friday following lsrael's continuing air s
Iran's nuclear and military faci
Tehran retaliated with a barrage of ballistic missiles targeting
Tel Aviv,all of which threatens a full-blown conflict in West Asia. The war
rages on as both countries struck each other hard on Sunday morning.
For a long time, lsrael has eyed taking out the country's nuclear enrich-
ment facilities in Natanz, This time, it went ahead, although the sixth
mum:l of negotiations between the US and Iran on its nuclear programme

Opinion

HE LONG-DELAYED listing
of the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) has once
againtaken centre stage—not
due to valuation hurdles or
i buth i
tural concern, This seemlngly narrow

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

© MIXED ACCOUNTABILITY
THE OWNERSHIP OF INDIAN CLEARING CORPORATIONS MUST BE CAREFULLY THOUGHT THROUGH

Clear lines of independence

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partrar, Finsec Law Advisors

® TOWARDS A GREENER INDIA

Unien minister Pralhad Joshi

Our national goals are ambitious and clear: 50% of
‘our power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by
2030, and a net-zero India by 2070. Wind energy

is central to achieving these goals

digcip]im, nfﬁ.-rs madcet panl.clpams

any smg]emgt]tutlrm Italso serves asa
buffer during systemic events, But Sebi
must resist the termnp
age outcomes, instead,
rules of the road and let market forces

placeon Sunday, The timing also coincides with the Inter- Issuels,infact,afl decide how clearing evolves,
national Atomic Energy Agency dedarmg that Iran was in breach of its versation about how India gaverns its W'hat Sebi must continue to dowell is
non-proliferation obligations. The lsraeli air strikes have also taken out market Infrastructure institutions. But whether diversified hi There sal R dards, ensur-
L-L topleadershipof the lslamic luti yGuardsandarmed forces, und.'d::’;I;es::rkk::gl.:ggf;:::alah:ﬁ ind di I' : g not passive entities; they are capital- capl | e vei.
id I nuclearscientists. Last year, lsrael bombed ananti-aireraft waork is done by the arcane institfltlon ; ingl inant sharehald imeﬁ\ve 1 Nr?’ﬂnd to Irwmt pardless of size or ownmshlp,shwld
system protectinganuclear facility inApriland ai-defenc safe- knawnasth porations,which | witha loose federation of financial enti- | heavily in technology, isk management | meet high regulatory thresholds for risk
ritical infrastructure in October. Obviously, the US hasbeenin dsand iti d resilience, and

the loop regarding lsrael's plans with US President Donald Trump urg-
ing Iran to reach a nuclear deal “before there is nothing left” lran, for its
part, has no plans to attend the talks with the US.

The uptick in global oil prices—due to rising geopolitical tensions in
‘West Asia—marks a reversal of a steady downtrend since the second half
of 2024—averaging $77 a barrel —amidst prospects of weaker global
demand and higher oil supplies. They rallied to $79 a barrel in January
before slumping to $68 a barrel in April and § 64 in May, largely due to
the accelerated unwinding of voluntary pmductmn cuts by the Orgam-
sation of Petrol llies. The “fear
on oil pncEs reflects worries that the conflict would continue for many

Exporting Countries

transfer "
risk and collateral, They also act as guar-
antors to every trade, acting as a buyer to
every seller and as a seller to every buyer.
They work under immense pressure,
managing both concentrated risk and
hard timelines. Though, not celebrated,

stock markets don't suffer. In a way, their
lackoflimelight isa good signofhealth for
the markets,

Under the current regulatory frame-
waork, clearing corporations must be

ties does not necessarily eliminate con-

systems, and, most in their
G

flicts. Banks or their would

tee Fund (SGF)—the

tem—hanlloelg clearing memb‘;ﬂ and
mslndlans o name three. A J.Dﬂ%

at mevery least, stmr:mral]y answmahle
o a single, regulated entity with reputa-

ershiy I.ncnnl:ras;,magleaa

second-lastli
kerdefault AsofApril 2025, NSE Clearing
Limited's (NCL) contribution to the SGF
stood at €12,083 crore, the bulk of it
funded by NSE and NCL from their pock-
ets, If parent exchanges are dated to

investory Thatisth

good regulation: not directing institu-
tlanalan:hlmule Iultgupmllqltwlth
rigour,
thepazt)Syeam
L“Jeann‘g muporatl.ons perform a
d st be struc-

exitand these institutions are spun off
into diversi-

to diluted responsibility
and strategic drift, espe-
cially in times of market R

‘Without clear caps

fied entities, It is unclear
who will step in to meet

tula]lylnsuhmdﬁnmmmywmmmal
{:rﬁsunﬁ But ownership s not the prob-
e, andchangl.ng it is not the cure. Real

han ot - majority-owned by one or more recog- atress. Socrates said thata tion, voting rights, Sebi assumes that daarl.ng P and per-
Israe B Iran's energy i ucture nised stock exchanges. This 510 mini- slave with two masters i 404 oo diversified  CoTPorations will remain haps, most importantly, a regulatory

by attacking a section of the South Pars gas field, If Tehran retaliates by mum holding was designed to ensure  free. Thus,aclearing corpo- Hi viable, profit ke that evolves with the mark
blockading the Strait of Hormuz—through which a fifth of global close coordination between trading and ionwithad could ties without needing to Mandating that exchanges fully relin-
post-trade infrastructure. The introduc-  would be free as well—fi b a shell raise investor-facing fees. | quish control may be a problem rather

seaborne traded oil flows through daily—global oil prices would zoom
il

upwards. Iran could also target US military bases in the region for sup- zn n_E hatempem‘::lllqrhha 1018 lbe:deﬁz of acr.:ll.ll!\tabillty and exercise But this assumptiun_may tl.l‘::‘r:)salutlun Amnm market-driven
porting lsrael If that indeed happens, then it will inevitably draw Amer- aring corporations brought in T i ¥ by -l
icai ide: jonal fli competition, This brings into focusa International examples 'bl]lty systemic risk, and public interest,
lcaintoaw lreglr.mal EL"I' et i In November 2024, Securities and critical question: Is the goal i print. Whil i i mayoﬁﬂ'a'bemr path inrwald Afterall,

The prospect of costlier oil, with Brent prices expected to rule at §70-72 h Eoard of India (Sebi) proposed i i Depasitory Trust & Clearing C ds v r||m
a barrel this fiscal, is bad news for India that impaorts the bulk of its energy a o 1p] tshouldbe—thenthe | (DTCC) and Euroclear have diversified | on wh the system, but onwhois

requirements, A rule of thumb is that every increase in global oil prices by

mmgtup’otlversll.'ke LCH (the UK}and
AS. remain

accountable when 1t Istested. Ideally, nel

o
410 a barrel raises India’s current account deficit—which is the broadest of the Payment . patte . X Clear “:f” € A

measure of India’s goodsand servi tions—by §9 billi §10bil- ment Systems (PSS) Act, 2007, which Ic owned. manyg]ubalcleanng i I

lion, India im < 8806 of its requl nt oferude, much ofit i hnngsal'lpaymentandsenlemmserm One such source is the corp cap- left to the market to decide which model
;’n'lt £ port hich I.:.lEI:ll e - g “"&1 Loy N providers under the Reserve Bank of Se‘blgpmpnsals remain vague an who ital frameworks, public guarantees, or tnadopt Deanngmrpnrauonsghumd of
strait of Hormuz, wl could becomea ¢ g with the heig| | reg k. How- would govern th eperk rkets. Importing cours, be very ed and
tensions in'West Asia, India’s expor | hey confront ris- ever, chearing corporations are currently | clearing corporations, Wlthnut clearly | theirstructureswithout contextual cal- supervised and be run more as a utility.

ing shipping costs and further disruptions to trade—that could impact
India’s shipments of basmati rice to lran, for instance. Attacks b)'YEmem

excluded from its purview—largely
because they remain owned majorly by

defined caps on board composition, vot-
ing rights, and conflict mirigation, diver-
[

ibration may do more harm than good.
Maost of the entities are regular profit

Finally,itwould beaunwieldy for one reg -
ulator to supervise the clearing corpora-

eyl e notsalongago fercedexpor ih Sebi-regulated stock exchanges. If this ed ownership could become a shell | driven entities, with several like TCC | tion which is otherwise regulated and
vesselsaround Africavia the Capeof Good Hope mwucyimpeladwmusl mﬁ?}fg:mfu@ummmd;ﬂ:;:::: ise, less ::;.;?:eck an pmr:l::m:: bel;ﬂlsted. understr.mt_]J by another. Recall what
be toaim for greater self- Wfﬁtm“’mushh'gsherdﬂmEﬂ““a“dBB& taln, aising the af newly introduced conflict of interest | a multi- murydearlngemsystemls thus auithoved with Nasneeta
production over the thisis not happ clearing corporations should then fall  would require hundreds of pagesof rules 3 welcome counterbalance, A diverse Shankar and Pranjal Kinfawadeicar,
domestic erude production is steadily falling over time, under RBTs supervision, an minimising such conflicts, clearing landscape ensures competitive associates, Finss LawAdiisors

Why is Huawei

Streamlining Indian labour laws

downplaying its chips?

ITMAY SEEM like odd messaging from a tech chief. But Huaweu Technalugms Co.
founder Ren Zh i said that, have" "s chip
achlmmentg,whlch still IagbehlndtheUSbyagmeratlm.

JIGNESH THAKKAR
LAKSHMI RANGAI!A.IAN

pectively leader, global
ariman, s cansulting, EY india

While the government has made strides toward
easing compliance burdens, a comprehensive re-
evaluation of the regulatory framework is essential

O

‘When it comes to the race for the hardware needed to support artificial intel-
ligence, his company "isn’t that powerful yet,” Ren added in a lengthy front-page

interviewwith the Penrle's Daily last week. Still, there s"no need toworry™ about IM RECENT \"EM!S, the Indian povern- addressed in LCs and fails to alignwith i d ini i of

the U8 restrictions, he insisted. By bundling Huawei's chips together, or so-called ment has unds various i Industry needs. For exam- Varying levels of dig, fon: As g Shoprs and

clustering, they can still match rival offerings from top glabal players, aimedat reducing the compliance burden Pple, i the ITand IT-enabled services [TeS) i labourcode ment laws: State-specific Shops &
These comments, which have garnered international headlines and gone onli and ial establish. sector, individual i #1212 differing levels of digitisa- hould bel d

viral at home on Weibo, appear to be at odds with each other. But the reality is
that both things can be true at once. They expose a critical crossroads for E'hmese

ments. However, the current landscape
reveals a staggering reality—companies

lakh per annum may still be classified as
warkers, This classification can trigger

thon and varying formats for compliance
requests result in redundancies and inef-

into the proposed LCs, which will
address the issue of dual-compliances.

Al as competing interests vie to control its fate in the long run. Und g across all states in India face stringent li that For example, emp in I T
this is especially crucial at a time when export controls are on the negntlatmg over 20, 00 i, g at dict the gna]of mducmg lJ|e oo Maharashtra may face a si olds: Sect ifi fons and
table in trade talks, bnmcemml and state levels, Alarmi gl burden. In contrast, higher numbel r.|f campllance forms mgulatlons shuu]d be introduced to
FPart of the reason that Ren's humble admission raised eyebrows is because i oped nations such as the US have
Nvidia Corp, Chief Executive Officer [ensen Huang has spent the better part of this of this overall comp pted highly d emplay- Given that India's micro, small, and J\ddltlonally, cumpllance require-
year heapl pra]sennHuawel'shmahhmgi&}!uangsaldchmals nmbehmd" A major overhaul of th pli. i tive, ad medium enterprises con- ments should be standardised to
inAlLand call ifically,"one of the most Tk Icipated withth tive, and | i roles India could triby P 30% reduce redund tailored compli-
nology companies in the world” solidation of 29 existing laws into four from certain working time Py to GDF, account for45%0f  ance forms relevant to specific indus-
Huang's high acclaim, however, must be taken with a grain of salt; Washington's cumprehmsl\re labour codes (LCs). How-  regulations, This discrep- optimise manufacturingoutput,and  teies should be developed to enhance
clampdowns have cost his company billions of dollars, He's complained exten- ever, p! ques- yhig d fior li employ over 110 million eﬁlclency and a self -certification
sively of how steeply Nvidias market share in the h B T B burdlm and people, the expanded regu- certain require-
inland has plunged b f th tights alleviating the compliance burden on better reflect the realities of B latory framewnd( poses ments should be Impl.emented,%lch
ing export controls — mostly to the gain of Huawel, employers and aligning India with inter- o pl by can potentially reduce the compliance
which has been long targeted by the US. national labour lawstandards, Current LCs Overlap with state  nearly 50% inthe  The complexity of labour  burden by 15-20%
Butit's also telling that Huang's flattery hasn't face several key challenges: lmws: Whilethe LCsaimto  |abour laws alone  law  requi may Ifth i
beel ly picked up by the local media. It reveals Increased cost of deing business: The subsUme 20 contral [aws, ey dater g‘Jr.lhaI companies tively and timely implemented, India
1d optimi Jianceburdens and

that hisambition to have Chinese Al runon Amer-
ican chips is not in line with Beljing's goals. As
much as Huang hopes to stay in the lucrative mar-
ket, and while local firms would undoubtedly wel-
come this, President Xi Jinping has made it clear
that his top-down desive remains to rely on home-
grown technology.

5till, Ren isvery h

CATHERINE
THORBECKE

#loomberg

ct that thed i

redefined wage structure, which caps
wages at 50%: of total compensation,

asperf;nrn':ance-llnked allpwances and
variable pay. This could lead to increased
social security contributions, raising
emplay'ment castg hy around 5- 10%.

Also,th

state-specific Shops and

Establishments Acts will continue to
apply, creating a dual compliance frame-
work forsmall and even |

from investing in India or
lead them to focus on select states,
undermining the potential for opera-
tional and talent access in

in sectors like technology and retail This
overlapcomplicates alignmentwith both
Jand level

otherstates,
Toaddress these d\allenges the gov-

ing

litigations by nearly 50% in the labour
laws alone, This would slsnlflcantly
impactth Il cost of doing

by r_matlng a conslstent and slmp‘llfed
acrossall states,

in i work hours, leaveupo'll-

ng
s, and other

the following initiatives: =
Clari "

Thus, while the government has
da strides toward easi i

alternatives aren't quite there yet. Huawei is not the top cholce for Chinese tach but T4 ontem- 7 P
firms, There'sa reason the likes of Alibaba Group Holding Lid,, ByteDance Ltd., 5 P 1B e for requine [ i h g burdens, I

and Tencent Holdings Ltd. have spent billions hoarding vidiac! ips before the | it F M&Theladmfunlfm’mjtyincnmp‘ll- align with international labour stan- ofthereg ke i ial
onset of new restrictions rather than pivot to Huawei's to train and run i 1 d d; hould be i duced, incor By add the current chall

their Al models.

muerhequngdeﬂ’nll:inns of "workes”

nance, filing, and display requirements

Jo-based classifi

Ing salary and job

and imp 1g targeted i

di ‘heat, reporting lastweek from the and"employes” slgnlncamlylmpaﬂelw creates a complex landscape for busi- tions. Further, clarification on wage Indi, -
id,and theirsofty fonalit ia's. Ithas bility for benefits and p ing across multiple states, definition would also asslgt companies ment, attract glabal investments, and
made | les of chips to stat d firms and local which are issue remains | pntenmlly leading to confusion and in planning models and fi i i h,

more likely to signal their suppert for Beljing's goals (even if that means opening
unused data centers). But most of the big Chlmse tech players have yet to place
ji ders. Closing the gap in the, ileis p rt fior Huawel.

Thatdoesn't mean that it can’t come out on tnp dommtlcally Suchafeatwould
require a major shift after most companies, including Al darling DeepSeek, have
already built models on Nvidia platforms, It may seem far off at this point, but if

THE EDITOR

Hurdles to progress

as a global factory. While India has the

that India must overcome.

aspect of safety has beenignored.

DeepSeek or other leading firms decided to build atop Huawei's ecosystem, it intellectual capital, domestic market, MR Magarajan, Sivakasi The government has been alert since
would likely force other developers to follow suit and usher in the era of Chinese Apropos of "Competing with the industrial policies to encowage the entire incident, but civil aviation
Al unning on indigenous chips. dragon® (FE, June 14), China, with its manufacturing ke Make in India, it Traﬂspafency needEd minister K Ram Maohan Maidu did not

ips,

In his interview with the gﬂmmunlst Party mouthplece, Ren predicted that
the development of AL"will span decades and centuries.” He's right. And perhaps
more than anything, keeping sight of the Ir.mge'l battle for tech supremacy is key
for negotiators term tariffwins.

if Huawei chips Iy lagging, they're on the cuspofa

tipping peint.

‘techno-nationalist industrial pollcy,
prodigious research & development
(R&D) investment, continuous skillad
human capital generation, and
seamiess flow of formal funds in the
form of venture capital, takes the lead

lacks targeted growth thanks to the
drought in R&D and skilled workforce.
Political and regional disparities as
well as strained state-Centre
cooperation are the stumbling blocks
for innovation-based industrial growth

Apropos of ‘Colossal tragedy' (FE,
June 14), in any form of transpart, the
order of pricrity is safety, comfort and
puncruality. While the exact reasons
of the heerific crash are unclear, it
seems almost certain that some

say anything of importance. People in
democracy are entitled to the truth,
na matterwhat it is.

==Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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INDIAN EXPRESS 1S NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

ARED LINE CROSSED IN
WEST ASIA, THEWORLD
MUST NOT LOOK AWAY

UNE 13, 2025, may be remembered as the day the world

crossed a dangerous threshold, In a sweeping and anda-

clous military operation, lsrael launched 'Operation Rals-

ing Lion', striking Iranian targets in several provinoes,

including Tebran and Tabriz, The attacks targeted sus-
pected nuclear facilities, air defences, and the homes of senior
commanders in the lslamic Revolutionary Guand Corps, It's
a sudden and dramatic escalation of a longsimmering shad-
ow war, now brought Intoopen confrontation. Iran responded
swiftly, firlng missiles at lsraell eitles. West Asbaand the world
have awakened to a new and perilous reality,

The global stakes are immense, 04 prices surged, markets
tumbled, and geopolitical risk skyrocketed, The fragile world
order, already strained by wars in Gaza and Ukralne, Trump's
tarifls and economic instability, now faces the threat of a
broader regional war with unpredictable consequences,

President Donald Trump's efforts to broker a nuclear deal
with Iran ave lkely dead. His endorsement of the lsraell as-
sauilt and apocalyptie rhetorhe leave litthe seope for diplomacy
The attack may heve unified and hardened Iranian resolve,
Europe has ealled for restraint, but words alone may not be
encugh to pull the reglon back from the brink.

For Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, this war serves
both strategle and political ends, He believes Iran is nearing
nuelear capability and seeks toeliminate that threat by brute
foree. However, there is scant evidence that such actions will
bring lasting security Just as the Gaza campaign failed to
destroy Hamas, this attack may only deepen instability
Netanyahu's politieal survival appears closely tied to mill-
tary escalation, especially after narrowly escaping a no-con-
fidence vote and mounting global condemnation over Gaza,

India, meanwhile, has vital interests at stake as well, Israe]
1% a hey defonce and seeurity partmer, Iran, a civilisational ally,
1s crucial for reglonal security, connectivity, and the strategic
Chabahar port, With millions of Indian citlzens living in the
Gulf, any broader confliet threatens lives, remittances, and
national energy interests, India has called for restraint and
dialogue, but it must also aetively engage with global actors
to help defuse tenslons. This is a moment of grave interna-
thonal pertl, Whether it |s allowed to spirval nto catastrophe
or pulled back from the edge will depend on swift, bold, and
coordinated diplomaey—before the fuse burns down.

PROTEAS’ STUNNING WIN
AFILLIP TO TEST CRICKET

APTAIN Temba Bavuma took a glant leap into cricket-

ing history on Saturday, leading South Africa to vie-

tory In the World Test Championship elash against

Australia, The team also dismissed the naysayers who

questioned thelr inclusion in the final, as they had not
played England or Australia in the current eycle. The win
1% slgnificant for many reasons. It shatters the narrative that
Test cricket 15 not feasible outside the Blg Three—India,
Australia, England—and the talk of tiering the longest for-
mat so that it remains competitive.

In the recently coneluded WTC cyele, India defeated South
Africs and England. South Africa beat Australia, Australia
won against India, England defeated Pakistan, New Zealand
beat India, and the West Indies beat Australla. It means that
the standard of the longest form is at its peak, and the In-
ternational Cricket Counell (1CC) should disregard ealls for
fundamentally altering Test cricket. Sure, it's more profit-
able for some beards to play the format more often than not,
et it doesn’t need to be tampered with.

A more pertinent point for South African ericket is that
thewin represents thelr long-swalted tryst with destinyg Hay-
ingz come so elose to victory on several occasions since their
only [CC title in 1986, they have carried the stigma of beling
bad fAnkshers for too long, and this win burles thelr ghosts
from past horrovs, Many Proteas, sinee thelr readmission in
1682, have been scarred by thelr inability to secure closure in
the global ICC finals, This vietory has the potential to change
that narrative, It will also help ease concerns about the state
of the five-day game in thelr country At the beginningof this
WTC eyele, they were foreed to serud a serateh Test team to
New Zealand as thay had prioritised their T20 league. That
had promaoted some alarm within the wider ericketing estab-
lishment, While they will be partial to SA20 due to ericket's
akewed commeree—the Proteas won't play a home Test until
the end of 2026—wins like this compel stakeholders to belbeve
the test format s viable to continue investing in. Their next
challenge is an away series in Indba, and the onus s on them
to prove that the win at Loed's was not g one-off but exempli-
fies their new-found grit.

| Quick vaxs |
VIRTUE OF THE VIRTUAL

ABT week, 1.3 crore Chiness students took the Gaokao

exam, possibly the world's toughest test for university ad-

missions. Students hoping toseek Al assistance got a shock
as authorities turned off Al chatbots and tools to prevent
“cheating” and ensure “falrness”. Al instead monitored uni-
sual student behavyiowr, including gestures, signs, and whis-
pers. In India, natlonal entrances are largely secure, but the
NEET-UG has a chequered history Cancellations and defer-
ments due to cheating, paper leaks, or impersonation have
plagued the paper-based exam, [ts time to standardise the
computer-based tost format for all entrances and let Al tools
plug security hreaches, hacking, and cheating, thereby protect-
ing the integrity of the testing process,

MONDAY
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HERE are newspaper reparis
that the Sixtesnth Finance Com-
mission (XVI FC) has recently
finalised its recommendations
and will submit its report on
schedule in October 2006, The
chairman is quoted saying that
no significant increase in devolution to
states is contemplated,

The process of appointing a finance com-
mission is nota consultative one The Prime
Minister appoints the members and chair-
person. The central finance ministry drafts
the terms af reference. This administration
has been parochial in its appointments to
the commission. The Fifteenth Finance
Commission XV FC)comprised an IMF bu-
reaucrat, an eponomist-turned-BIP politi-
clan and civil servants. There was no repre-
sentation from the peninsula, The XV FC
follows the same pattern, with just onecivil
servant from South India, whose career has
heen spent entirely in New Delhi, serving
the central government.

Only the terms of reference (ToR) of the
XVIFC seermied to indicate that things would
not be business as usual, given the emer-
gent contentious issues, It dispensed with
the usual gaggle of meaningless supple-
mentary asks(the XV FC's ToR was particu-
larly egregious on this score, drafted by civil
servants with little knowledge of fiscal fed-
eralism and endorsed by an inexperienced
and clumsy palitical keadership) and want-
ed the commission tofocus on the core issue
of vertical and horizental devolution,

This unusual brevity and precision on
the part of the Government of India recog-
nises a formidable challenge confronting
interpovernmental fiscal relations. Tt is un-
likely that the southern states will passive-
ly acoept the findings of the XV FC as non-
partisan. What this lack of acceptance
means in practice is unclear, a5 the Centre
can override any dissent to adopt the com-
mission's recommentdations onee its report
is placed in parliament.

Meverthebess, it is wise not to use pariia-
mentary procedure that works in times of
national consensus to Fide roughshod when
there is serious political dissonance. There
have been conclaves of non-NDA southern
chief ministers and considerahle public de-
hate that has underscored the point that
“husiness as usual” would be unaccepdahle,

The reot of this uneasiness lies in the
evolution of a structural break in the coun-
try's patter ns of economic transformation,
which has accelerated significantly over
the past 30 years. The relative per capita in-
come of the northern and eastern states
has declined, while that of the peninsular
states has risen. Human development
achievemants of the latter have far sur-
passed those of the restof Indie. The penin-

poignant meme is presently doing
the rounds on seeinl media about
the uncertainty of lifie: that you go
on & holiday and get massaered,
you go on & honeymoon and get
murdered, you fly out on a trip
abroad, and your plane crashes,
o mind your own business in your hostel
when the sky literally falls on your head as
a doomed plane.

This deeply disturbing pattern prompi-
ed me to reexamine the inner history of
Hindu thought and its attempts to grasp
the riddle of existence—its uncertainties
and the freguently brutal outcoms,

I found that Hindu thought is actually
a practical game plan for life, providing
perspective on the chaos, | hear it first in
the Rig Veda, when the Hindus were still
not nagarik or settled urban people but
wandered the plains with their herds of
cattle, frequently clashing over pastur-
age. Sosevere were these clashes that the
encounters of two elans became a eupha-
mism for battle, & sangram.

So, you find the Vedas saying a curious
thing, “ Ekam sat, viprahbahudavadamnti,”
which I interpret as the practical mes-
sage, “The facts are the facts, and smart
people get it.” On the ground, it means,
“If everybody has to share the same
space, they'll have to work it out.”

This is a first in conflict resolution for
the project of communal life with maxi
mum damage control. It's a survival di
rective from the earliest Hindu werldview
that internal strife absolutely has to be
managed beecause nobody is going any-
where, Here they arve, and here they stay.
Henee this official statemen ve and
let live for the greater good.”

We hear this point reiterated in many
ways in the sixteen principal Upanishads
that follow the Vedas. The Upanishads in-
quire, reflect, debate and theorise about
this existential issue, And they continue
toexpand the concept of Ekam Sat,

Hat literally means “What is” or what
exists. Its fundamental aspect, they say, is
a ‘Superself” or ‘God’, an intangible spir-
it. Amazingly, it contains every physical
form and pervades every physical form,
It's an essence so subtle that mere words
fail to express it

However, the Upanishads don't mean to
give up without trying, for the concept is
ton mind-blowing. So, they settle for com-
parisons that everyone can understand:
that the Supersell is * Pushpa madhyeyat-

Few countries manage to navigate the asymmetry of a political
majority being vastly poorer than an economic minority,
‘Without political settlement, this is an existential threat

ROOTS OF A
DEVOLUTION
SHOWDOWN

RATHIN ROY

Diilinguishe Prodetsar Kausia Sohoat ol

Puoblic Pk, Hychesa i, Vil S Fellonw
Dwerseins Develapment indilule, Losdon
THE PENINSULA

sula now imports both capital and labour
from the rest of India, secounts for most of
India’s non-commodity exports and is the
major destination for foreign imestment,
Other than Delhi, a1l metropalitan growth
has occurred in the peninsula. All sunrise
industries—IT, Pharmaceuticals, light en-
gineering, FMCG, and automobiles—are
preponderantly located in the peninsula.
However; there is anather shew which im-
pacts the halance of political power, Fertil
ity in the peninsula has declined sharply
relative to the rest of the country This
mieans the population share of southern In-
dia is now much lower than it was in 1971
In comhbination, this is a potentially ex-
plosive situation, Few countries have man-

hagandham, payomadhyeyathaghriam,
tilamadhyeyathatailam,” or “As scent in a
Aower, as ghee in milk, as oil in a sesame
seed." Further, " Om purnamadahpurnam-
idam, purnatpurnamuodachyate, pur-
nasyapurnamadayapurnamevavashishy-
ate” It means, “The Superself that contains
everything is the whole, Everything that
comes from it is a whole in itself, and vet
it's & part of the bigger whole.”

This is our first theary of a cosmos or
universe that includes Earth and every-
thing in it, as well as the galaxy compris-

Hindu thought is a practical
game plan for life. It provides
tools to understand conflict,
mortality, and navigate our
constantly changing world

ing the sun, moon, stars, and planets,

S, if it all belongs to the Supersalf, the
Isha, what's everybody fighting about?
"Dan't be greedy," says the opening verse
of the Isha Upanishad; “Ishavaasyami-
damsgrvamyatkinchajagatyamjagat, fe-
natyaktenabhunjitha ma gridhah, kas-
vasviddhanam," or "Everything moving
or unmoving within the universe is con-
trolled and owned by the One, So, we
should accept only the stuff we need and
not covet anything else, knowing to
Whom they belong.™

The other aspect of saf, they say, is that
human beings link the larger world out-
side and the inner world of thoughts and
feelings, What connects human beings
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aged to navigate this asymmetry of apaliti-
cal majority being vastly poorer than an
economic minority Without convergence
or an innovative politieal sattlement, this is
an existentinl threat.

The finance commissions have been the
only instrument io mediate this conundrum
with an implicit grand bargain. The poorer
states have benefitied hugely from the frans-
fier of taxable resources from the richer
states, This happens because the largest
waight in the horizontal develution formu-
la—which determines how much each state
gets from income taxes, import duties and
(GBT—is the inverseof the state’s per capita
income, which means the poorer a state is,
the more resources it geds.

CONFRONTING LIFE’S FRAGILITY
WITH ANCIENT WISDOM

REMUKA NARAYANAN

FAITHLINE

and to the rest of the creation is an inner
spark, the “light within the heart”,
Having that sorted nicely, with a Super-
=elf that encompasses evervihing and an
inner spark connecting us and to the Su-
perself, they want to know more,
Whoosh! We hit the Bhagavad Gita, See,
the Upanishads are reportage. Their au-
thors “intuited” or "heard” things and
=aid, "These are the thoughts that came to
us and others: and these are the questions
asked and the answers that came o us,”
However, in the Bhagavad Gita, they
make the big laap. They want to hear the
Superself speak directly to them. It's the
philosophical parallel of what happens
after the Industrial Revolution, after
people are done making cars, traing and
planes, and think, "Right, let's build
aspaceship.”
And so, they envision a semi-celestial
warrior and make him ask on their be-
half because nobody will listen other-

1 wise. They set up Arjuna in the middle of

two huge armies on the brink of war in
the ultimate sangram. They make him
atick his neck out and say, " Kathamvi-
dyaamahamyogim”™ (How may 1 know
Thee, Lord?) Bhagavad Gita 10c17. You
Jenow the live-and-let-live answers to that,
especially the bit with cult status, Chap-
ter 16 in the Bhagavad Gita about "divine
anid demoniac natures”,

But the work never stops because thesa
amazing ideas are not exactly put into prac-
tice, and things sink to the bottom of the
sen, It takes the Bhakti Movement to haul
it up, serape off the barnacles and reassert
thecore valuwes of the Upanishads about the
Supersoul and our interconnectivity as hu-
man heings. And then we have the colonial
age, and paradoxically, it also halps the
work because the Upanishads come right
back as the Constitution—as the modern
Upanishad, the old-new life plan.

In sum, given how suddenly we may die,
we have no real mental refuge but the kind-
ly arms of Sarasvati, the perspective that
thought provides on how to live.

{Views are personal}
(shebahaifizgmail com)

Tvwas not by gold or by silver,

but by labour, that all wealth of the

wirrkd was originally purchased Smith

It is a testament to India's federn] solidar-
ity that this has been secepted without com-
plaint by the richer states for the past 30
years. The unspoken obverse of the political
bargain was the population component of
the devalution formuls would be caleulated
using the 1871 numbers, and seat apportion-
ment in both houses of parliament, too,
would be based on the 1471 population,

Howeven, things are different now The rich-
er states have been asking: Why has there
been no convergence despite such a signifi-
cant resource transfer from the peninsula for
over 3 venrs? When does solidarity in antici-
pationof convergence turn into a permanent
subsidy™ Why is delimitation happening now,
with & conveniently postponed census that
will be used to fix relative parlimmentary
sirengih, possibly as soon as the next election™
Why was the XV FC asked to use the latest
census in determining its awand?

Add to this the contemporary tension of
an ascendant ruling party in Delhi, with its
hase in the peorer states, allegedby misusing
its governors to subwert political decisions
muade by southern states, seemingly seeking
to impose Hindi as a national language and
apgressively (if unsuccessfully) promoting
regional leaders to challenge the dominant
political consensus with its own brand of
nationalist Hindutva palitics, and the stage
is et for an apocalyptic showdown,

The XV1 FC cannot, therefore, pretend
that it is business as wsual This is not why
they were given a hroad mandate o focus
on devolution isswes, Given that it is ap-
pointed by the Centre without consulting
the states, given the consistent anti-penin-
sularbias in its composition, and given that
the Government of India can adopt its rec-
ommendations without the coneurrence of
the states, it is (rightly or wrongly) also sig-
nificantly exposed to the charge of partisan
eonduct. It is, therefore, very worrying
when the commission's chairman is quoted
as ruling out certain options (such as &
sharp increase in devolution to states) in
the public domain months before the award
is placed hefire parliament.

There are many options available to the
XVI FC if it has the independence and
technical competence to consider them.
And [ sincerely hope that this is where
their focus s, insofar as their abilities al-
low. However, pusillanimity and business-
as-usual thinking, along with throwawsy
comments to the media (which does not
befit a non-partisan constitutional body),
are unhelpful, irresponsible, and damag-
ing at this delicate juncture when inter-
governmental fiscal relations are already
understrain from larger pressures caused
by economic and political divergence,

{Views are personal)
(rathinliXGgmail com}
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Evocative interview

Ref: 'ean’t siop geiring 2 year ofder;
Faramita Ghosh feterviens Ruskin Fond | lun
14). Ruskin Bond's wards paint a paignant
pleture of a Life lived in harmony with
natwe, Him finding solace and inzpiration in
[tz rhythms and beauty were deeply moving.
His vlews on zuccess are nuanozd and an
endearing affection for the comic world was
particularty interesting.

Suhaita Basak, e-madl

Crash accountability

Ref: Toil 770, probe panel formed [Jun

15). The aviation minisier has affered
condolences and ordered inspections, but
there has been no accepiance of moral
responsibility. Ministess enjoy authority, but
avoid accountabdlity. The minister and top
officials must step down, not fee blame, but

asa i:l‘.lrend responuhbility.

TKailash Ditya, Hydesabad

Bavuma factor

Red: This time for dfrica [Jun15). As Temba
Bavuma holds the thampionship mace. it
depicts a frue story of a skipper whase grit,
fuis and determination led hiz team to

achieve the greatest of ICC crowns.
MPradyu, Kannur

Privata interests

Ref: Smelling cash bn the space race {Jun
15) We wish that the commercialization of
space doszn't gradually lead to compromise
of safety standards. The dilution of
professionalismis a passibility when
competing and profit-driven private agencies
carry out the missions. Public agencies like
ISRD however, demonstrate an immaculate
sense of commitment and dedication.

CV Aravind, Chennal

Diplomatic priorities

Red: World of wars and bonfire of 67 vanidfes
{Jum 15). The &7 meat will be an orchastrated
extiavaganta, Trump will drive the agenda
with his own nasratives, No sobution to the
present geopolitical conflicts is in sight.
Ind iz should protect its interests through
trade deals with the LIS to hoost growth,
Fajarao Kuma, e-mail

Naighbourly concord

Ref: Rajnath Simgh to visit Chine on fone
25 [June 14]. In teday's evolving global
landscape, there's no gainsaying the

fact that mutual eopesation is pivetal

for overall development. Given China's
rapid aseent to rival the US asa doménant
superpewer, there's certainly much for India
o gain From its neighbour.
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he long-standing tenskons

between Isracl and lran

have entered a perilous new
phease, marked by direct military
engagerment and sigaificant strate-
pic consequences. The latest escala-
ton occurred when lsrael Lunched
a direct akrstrike on Iran’s oil and
s infrastructure, On Saturday,
an lseaeli missile struck Phase 14
of the South Pars gas field—the
workds largest—causing a massive
fire and forcing Iran to suspend the
production of 12 million cubic me-
tres of gas per day. This marked the
first known direct Braeli strike on
Tran's vital energy sector and signi-
fies a new level of con frontation.
The strike, reporiedly executed
with surgical precision, has deakt
a blow 1o Iran's encrgy revenues,
Further pressuring an already

strained ecomomy under years of
imtcrnational sanctions. By target-
ing South Pass, lsracl has moved

Ieyonsd military installations and
proay militias, striking drectly al

Traxls econamic lifelines, Not ironi-

cally, the comilict has also taken
on an ideological and historical
dimension. [sraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu invoked the
trauma of the Holocaust 1o justify
Tsracl'’s aggressive posture,

In a sombre address 1 the
nmation, he declared, "Nearly a
century ago, facing the Nazis, a
generatbon of leaders failed 10 act
in time.” Drawing paralbels with
Adolf Hitlers rise and the devas-
tating appeasement that followed,
hflsrﬁinpmha: Isracl would not
allow history to repeat itself, “The
Fewish people and the Jewish

state have vowed never agak

he said. Over the past year, lsracl
has systematically degraded Iran's
military and nuclear capabilities.

A series of covert operations and
precision strikes have killed sev-

eral top Iranian commanders and
nuclear sclentists, many of whom

Mayed central moles in Tehran’s

strikies not only

P

wrakmtd Tran's deterrent capabili-
ties but also sent a chear message
1o bt Tran and the international
community: Brac is willing 1o act

unilaterally and decisively when
it perceives an existential threat,

I fact the October 7, 2023 attack

by Hamas, an [ran proxy, had
triggered the on going war in the

Middle East. Netanyahu has rightly

avowed to confront Iran whose

ramme and siraieglc
e

Israel-Iran conflict may not continue for long

stated goal ks annihilation of the
Jewish state.

The United States, while officially
refraining from direct military
involvement in the hostilities, has
expressed unwavering suppart for
Israel, Washington has reiterated
Israels right to self-defence, and
intelligence cooperation between
ihe two allies remains robust. The
international falbout from the con-
flict is alneady being felt. In India,
concerns over regional stabiliy
Tave ed to the rerouting of interna.
tional flights o avoid Innnn and
Isracli airspace, resulting in delays
andd logistical chalbenges, Financial
markets are jittery, with the
Bombay Stock Exchange tumbling
on Friday amid fears of supply
disruptions and broader geopoliti-
cal uncertainty, Energy prices have

also surged globally, reflecting
the vulnerability of oil and
infrastructure in the Middle East,
Despite the alarming develap-
ments, the conflict may st extend
for a prolonged period. Tiraels
objectives are specific and time-
bound: 1o severely degrade Irar's
military and nuclear infrastructure
cl, In the longer term, io encour-
age oF precipitate regime change
in Tehran. While the later is an
ambitious goal in the short term,
the former is achievable and al-
ready in motion, If lsrael succeeds
in incapacitating Iran’s military ca-
pabilities— pmit'uhdg its missile
systems, command infrastructure,
and nuclear development facili-
ties—it may restore a balance of
pawer in the region. Facts indicate
that Tsrael can succeed,

NTTM and PLI fllppmg Indla s technical textiles script

Ciamenay St

few years ago, technl.

call textiles were

viewed s a peripheral
segmient, limited in scope,
unaderinvested and heavily re-
liant on imports, Today, they
stand at the centre of Indias
industrial transformation.
“This shift s not incidental,

T ks the outeome of delib-
erate strategy, policy foresight
and national commitment,
anchored in the larger vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Whether it was scaling
up PPE production during
the Covid-19 erisis, support-
ing the armed farces with
indigenows protective gear,
or supplying critical material
inputs for operations kike
Sindoos, technical textiles
have demonstrated their
robe as enablers of natioral
preparedness and industrial
PrOgess.

From niche to strategic-The
(podicy bmperative:

A pivotal maomsnt came
during a review meeting of
the National Technical Tex-
tiles Mission (NTTM), where
Thad the opportunity to
intersct with the then Chaie-
man of ISR, D § Somanath,
He underbined the growing
meed for specialty fibres such
as carbon fibre, THMWPE
{Ulira-High Molecular
Weight Polyethylene) and
mylon 66— materials essential
for high-performance aero-
space applications,

His message was un-
equivocak India must bulld
lindigenous capabilities in
these domains, not just o
reduce dependency, but 1o
undieck the next level of our
schentific advancement. That
conversation reaffirmed the
strategic importance of tech-
nical textiles in India’s growth
marrative, from lsbaratories

1o launch pasds.

From lab to launch pasls and
battlegroun ds:

The defence sectar too has
begun to feel the strategic
value of this transformation.

Take for instance Chperation
Sindoor, where protective
clothing and ballistic gear to

camoullage fabrics and chem:

ical-blological protection
suts technical textiles played
avital role. As we began
inwesting early in domestic
capacity-building, today

we ane able o support our
defence sector not just with
rinanpower, bist with materkal
thaat meets global standasds,
devdoped and manufactured
on [nadian seil.

Understanding lechnical
textiles:
Technical textiles are pot

‘With market developmaent as a cora pillar, NTTM Is

expanding bath damestic adoption and global reach. The
nund:bwvuuof'ﬂ hdﬂlul!.ﬂhhmumum

,‘Jm’ﬂ';“:f“ﬂ‘““h““ has e to thel integration into public infrastructure. Over
y are high- Tex 2025, have
materials designed 1o serve a mm India's wisibility. Meanwhile, munmm'-mn-
function, often in life-saving from 4.2 billion In 2020-21 to $5.3

or critbcal infrastructure
contexts, These include
bullet-resstant jackets, fame-
retardant uniforms, surgical
gowns, anti-bacterial shects
foe farmiers, road-reinforce:
ment geo-grds and miich
more, The sector spans 12
major segments including
geotech, meditech, protech,
agrotech and buildtech. As of
2024, Indlials technical textiks
market was vahued at $26 bil-
lion, We are on track o towuch
540-45 billion by 2030, grow.
Ingat a healthy annual Fate
of 10-12 per cent. Coar

tor the global average where
technical teatiles form 27 per
cent of total textile output,
Trndia stands at 11 per cent,
But with the right push, we
are narrowing the gap rapidly,

Diriwing growih: Key
government interventions:

Tounlock this sector’s true
potential, the Government
of India has committed a
total outlay of B1 2,000 crore
through two key initiatives
— the National Technical
Textiles Mission (NTTM)
and the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme for
Textiles,

These proj are not
working in silos. Together,
they are transforming India
into a global hub for technical
textiles, Under the NTTM,
we are driving focused invest-

billion hmmdmtnimhma Erowing

selbreliance and competithveness

ment inta research and in-
nevation, Around 168 high-
impact projects have been
approved with government
support of B 10 croee. Mary
of these, ke the devel

cal tetille irems across secton
like healthcare, agriculture,

offer a dual engine: while
NTTM Lys the foundation
research, education
and skill development, the
PLI Scherme is accelerating
growth, Of the 80 companics
selected under the scheme,
mare than half {precisdy
56,75 per cent) are working
in the technical texgiles space,
This is a strong indicator of
industry ! Thanks

crore, This data is not just
about mumbers but proof tha
our strabegy ks working.

Towards a sustainable and
seli-reliant fature:
Sustairability and dreular-
ity are at the core of India’s
technical textiles strategy.
Matwral fibees like jute, bemp,
ramie, colion, silk, and even

10 this support, we hive seen
fresh investments of B7,343
crore, beading to an impres-
shve urnover of 84,648 crome
and exporis worth B538 crose.
Tor ensure smooth imple-
mentation, the Mindstry of
Textiles has taken proactive
stegs, We lsued HSN codes
for technical textiles on three
occasions — June 2023, Octo-
ber 2024 and February 2025
and also released detailed
FALSs to clarify customs and
compliance. An inportant
amend ment in February ena-

of fire entry suits and circular
weaving technology for geo-
rextibes, have already maved
from the lab to the market.

NTTM: Seeding innovation,
skilling Imdia:

Diriven by the vislon of
Armanirbharta, the National
Technical Textibes Mission is
laying strong foundations for
innovation and skill develop-
ment, While 17 startups have
neceived support under the
GREAT (Grant for Research
& Entrepreneurship across

irkngg lnnovators in Tech-
nical Textiles) scheme. Over
000 students are pursuing
technical textiles courses
across 41 Lop institules,
backed by 16 indusiry-
linked skilling modules that
are shaping a future-ready
workforce.

Creating demand, driving
global prescnce

With market development
as & cone pillar, NTTM is ex-
panding both domestic adop-
tion and global reach, The
mandatory use of 73 techni-

mrnslm,mr\' muld.dem:v bled early incentive disburse-
has bed 1 th 15 totalling 854 erore,
hll.oplﬂlclnl'mmdme. Our ambitions extend far
Orver 30 jonal events beyond domestic boundaries.
inchading Bharm: Tex 2025, Through the FLI scheme,

Thave amplified India’s visibd-
ity Meanwhile, overall man-
made textile exports mse.
from $4.2 billion in 2020-21
10553 billion in 2024-25,
and reduced imports signal
growing sell-relunce and

conmpetitivencss.

Linking performaande lo
The PLI framewark:
Inthe private sector,
performance is rewanded.
Those who exceed tangets are
incentivised to go further and
boust the employment land-
scape of the country, That
same principle now informs
our industrial policy through
the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme. This
scheme represents a para-
igm shift where incentives
are no longer subsidies, but
performance-linked rewands,
It recognises that for Inda to
compete globally, manufac-
turing must be treated likea
mission, with clear metrics,
commercial viability and a
growth-oriented mindset,
Together, NTTM and PLI

Trvilia is steadily bulding ca-
padity in high-value products
such as automotive safety
equipment, glass fibre and
carbon fibire, These advanced
materals play a crucial role
in sectors like aerospace,
defence, chean energy and
healthcare, By boosting

d are being relmag-
ined for high- performance
applications benefiting the
emvirenment while em-
powering our farmers and
indstries, Nature- based
solutions (NbS) are emerging
as pawerful interventions
that blend innovation with
tradithonal fibres,

For instance, waste from
Kashmir pashmina is now
used in building insulation;
cotton and silk are being ap-
plied in wound dressings and
tigsue engineering: and silk
is finding use in 31 printing.
Jute & enabling biodegradable
rveddical inaplants, lightweight

tes for automobiles,
eco-friendly construc-
tion materials, and durable
furniture,

At the same time, we are
priovitising domestic machin-
ery manufacturing, with 25
projects underway to produce
goods wort b H68,000 crome—
expected to contribute 86,700
crore in exports—paving the
ey for a truly sell-reliant and

domestic manufacturing in sustainable inddustrial futuse.
these aneas, the scheme is As the Union Mingster of
strabegically poalllonmg India  Textiles, | ke pride in saying
10 com pete 1 ghob- that India is not merely par-
al kxldtn]mrknlllﬂr(luﬂ ticipating in the global tech.
Vietnam and Bangladesh. nical textdes movement—we
are positioning oursdves to
The inmpact so far: lead &. With the combined
The impact of our com- force of NTTM and PLL we
bined initiatives is already are driving innovation, gener-

visible, Indias domestic
masket for technical textiles
is growing at an anmual rate
of 10 per cent. Exports in the
fimancial year 2024-25 stood
at $2.9 billion. As of Mardh,
we have attracted investments
worth #5218 crone and gen-
erated employment for more
than 8,50 people. Tochnical
textiles: abone have driven

@ turnover of B3,242 crore,
induding exports worth B217

ating employment, srength-
ening exports, and building
national resilience,
From supporting our de-
fence and agricultural sectors
reir b

() LETTERS

Religious equality is a must

his s with re&tenma thunucle in H:mt{l\-we
15)- "Not colani

ity sustains Indias srcuhr drmocm:)'. Secularism in the
Indsan Constitution means that the state does not favour
any religion and ensures equal respect of all. While the
state maintains a distance from religion it can interfere
in religious matters based on Constitutional principles to
prevent relighous domination. Articles 25 1 28 guarantee
freedom of relighon to all citizens, induding the right 1o
profiess, practice and propagate their religion. However,
many States have passed anti-conversion laws which pro-
hibit minorities from propagating their religion and very
aften FIRs ane booked against them. When 70 per cent
of the country's population is Hindus, what necessitated
some political leade rs to pass such anti-conversion Acts
against religious minorities? Not only Hindus, but every
citlzen irrespective of the individual’s religion makes India
the secular country that it is.

P Victor Selwiraj. Tirunelveli

Bike taxis integral to Bengaluru

ke taxis, the people’s prefierred mode of transporta-

tion, will go off B uru roads, albeit temporarily
from June 16. This step is taken in view of the high speed
of ke taxis and the penchant w ply in wrong direc-
tions, Auto drivers and four-wheeler taxis, who have been
suffering since the advent of bike taxls, are on protest. [n
the IT capital of India, bike taxis are the best option to
commute, They are financially viable and take less time to
reach destinations. Lakhs of people carn their bread and
bu‘lm hlnimmg 'hlkr taxis, Snmp pmplo)m.-s n private or-
] income through
driving bhluls in their letsure hoars. Al eyes will be on
the High Court, which will decide the fate of bike taxis in
Karnataka on June 24.

Nagendra Kurnar Verpalli, Bengalura

Address poor air quality issues

Irldu is home 1o some of the most polluted cities on
carth, Gurugram, Delhi and Kanpur have very poor
air quality, As a result, people, especially theelderiymd
children, are falling ill due 10 air pollution cawsed by
indusaries, vehicles, constructions, and lack m’gmn-
ery. Afferestation and tree plantation, water spraying al
construction sites and environmentally-friendly vehicles
like EV's are needed everywhere. That is when people can
breathe a sigh of relief.

Arshad Bastavi, Mumbai

Promote Hyd's castern and northern parts

t s ironical that while BRS mmmmrdcvebnped
west Hyderabad through SEZs g y called
Hitec city where IT and ITES MNCs established offices

making it the prime location, the present Congress
government focussing on developing the south and
south-west parts of Hyderabad, through mega projects
like Future city, Pharma city and Aerospace projects. It
makes one wonder why the northern and eastern parts
of city are being ignored? Why is the city devoid ofan
inchusive developmen?

P R Ravinder, New Micjalguda, Hyderabad

KLIS: Don’t take KCR remarks
at face value
mier chiel minisier K Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR) has

previously referred to himself as the architect of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme (KLIS). But during
his recent deposition before the PC Ghos e Commission,
which is investigating the alleged irregularities in the pro-
Ject execution, he stated that all technical decisions were
taken by the engineers and the project had Cabinet ap-
proval. Further, be told the Commission that the redesign
and re-engineering of the barrages were based on expert
reports and technical as csments, not personal direc-
tives. He had ofien described KLIS as a dream project that
fulfilled his vision for Telangana's irrigation needs, His
latest statements should be verified with the notes written
in the files of the project. There is a need to identify the

and maore, b«h‘;uml textiles
are shaping a bold new indus-
trial identity for India. And
this is only the beginning.

(The writer is Union
Mimister of Textiles)

ECTs meﬁectzveness T he watchdog on a leash

Vanas JwaLa
Magasiviia Rao

1N a June 7 artide Leader of
ithe Opposition in Lok Sabha
and Senlor Congress leader
Rahuil Gandhi mads a serious
allegation of ‘indust rial-scale
sigging in the 2024 Maha-
rashtra Assembly clections.

His claims were strongly
rebutted by the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
which dismissed them as
“completely absund’ and
aimed at defaming the Com-
mission.

In retaliation, Rabul Gan-
dhistrongly objected Lo this

with the vital task of ensuring
conduct of free and falr
elections 1o Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha, State Legislative As-
semblics and State Legislative
Councils, beskles elections
tor the offices of the President
and Vice-President.

insitution! from March 21,
1950 1o September 30, 1993,
On October 1, 1993, it be-
came a three-member body.
Reghsiration procedures
lhomrwri::i:nswlh
party names. Calegorizing
parties either when they reg:
ister o later, such as national
and reghonal & also bn vogue.

reburtal that came in the form The registration process
of an unsigned note, raising Is governed by ECI, which
questions :tmuﬂmmumr begins with submission of
ency and layofthe  an application on the party
instigution. letterhead, enclosing required
Meamwhile, Congress MP fiee remittance details,

Jairam Ramesh cautioned bye-laws inchuding foemal
EC1 b0 be ‘independent and constitution with a provision
nransparent’ and avoid speak- regasding periodical ongani
ing through BJP president zational dections at different
TP Nadda.  The ECI has levels with a mention of term
long been regarded as ome of of office, dechuration of office
Inalia's "maost respected con- bearers, mininum number
stitutional bodies’ entrusted of membors, and affidavits

ing norms, and individuals
who led partics not just 1o
electoral suceess but 1o mord
and nstitutional matwrity.
These instances provide
blaeprints for what pelitical
leadership can and should be,
It s beyonad doubt that, in the
often-unpredictable theatre
of Indian democracy, political
[parties serve as principal vehi-
. cles of public representation,
oomammdtting to secularism and interpretation on ECI role mulation, and power
demaocracy. But this dramais Thas become a subject of negotlation.
more a procedural one, than unequivocal controversy, and ECT in January 2017
substantive, ambiguous refutes by ECIL pablished a book, ‘Unfolding
In effiect, ECT iself remark Funthermare, ECI rarely Indian Ebections-Journey of
ably limited its own powers akizes tor bouch any political the living demaocracy” that
giving an impression that party on ssues of dishonesy documented interesting facts
they are largely procedural, promises and observations, on Indian dections, Post-In-
bt net panitive. This con- except sticking o the rule dependenice and with Univer-
tradictbon, apparently strong ook regarding the model sal Adubt Suffrage, first general
i electoral condust, weak code, expenses, alfidavits, elections were held for Lok
in party cthics, has :mllfd offensive or hate speeches Sabha and State Legidative
awide chasmi b | that too dusing the dection Assemblics simul sl
norms and urmrll realities during 195132, Every citizen

The reason is sinple: The

ethical part in some form

process.
Despite this ineficiency of
ECT, in the vast and often tur-

or the other w be Followed bulert arena of political par-
bry parties is consplcuouasky tics there have boen shining
absent, and over a time ECI examples of best practices that
ducting ebecti d elevated i values,
political parties’ changing practices that signalled evoly-

above 21 years (18, since 2004

elections) of age was d

10 vode, The enormous task 10

enrod every adult ditizen was

fakrly a grand success.
Spending maney or buy-

ing votes in the first general

dections, the whale process
of which took place from
September 10, 1951 to June d,
1952, was an anathema, The
global community witnessed
these elections with great
ingerest. It wook notice of
subsequent dections with
journalisas, politicians and
observers from numens
couniries descending upon
Tedia to see its movel experi-
ment of adult suffrage.

The first CEO Subumar Sen
oversaw the dections, Indel-
ible ink for application cn
voler's fingers was developed
by Indian Council of Scentific
ard Industrial Research. Metal
and wooden boxes were used
to receive ballots. Each can-
didate was assigned one box
then. Strangdy some volers
regarded ballot boxes as ob-
Jects of worship and dropped
Bowers, and some dropped
papers writing something

From Subumar to present
CEQ Gyanesh Kumar, it has
been along and successful
]aurn - Let us hope that the
ECT will wse its established

powers.

g and politi responsible for the Bults and
problems in the project.
D @ Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com
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KARNATAKA DELEGATION
STRANDED IN ISRAEL

BENGALURL: A 19-member delegation had travelled
to Israel for a study tour facilitated by the Bangalore
Political Action Committee (B-PAC) and was sched-
uled w0 return on Monday. However, following the
sudden intensification of hostilitics and subsequent
flight disruptions, the group remains stranded in the
region. The state government has been briefed on the
situation, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy
Chiefl Minister D.K. Shivakumar have been informed
about the delegation's status, and Home Minister Dr,
G. Parameshwara has reportedly been in contact with
members of the group.

Speaking to the media in Bengaluru, Dr. Paramesh-
wara stated that while he has received preliminary
reports, the sitation primarily falls under the juris-
diction of the Central Government. “We have no of-
fictal update at the state bevel. The Minkstry of External
Affairs is expected 1o coordinate the necessary steps,”
he said.

The ongoing crisis began after Israel launched a mis-
sile strike larfctlns muclear research facilities in Irag,
repartedly killing 78 civilians, three military officers,

and six scientists, In retaliation, [ran responded with
a harge-scale missile offensive, deploying over 100 bal-
listic missiles — some launched from submarines —
marking the first time Iran has used such a methed in
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Brinkmanship
in West Asia

Israel and Iran should be persuaded to back
off from a dangerous war that could be a drag
on global peace and prosperity

ver the weekend, Israel launched waves of
aerial strikes on Iran, inidally hitting Tehran's
nuclear facllities and military leadership and
subsequently targeting energy facilities. Iran
has retallated with its own missile strikes across Istael,
The promise of detente in West Asia has died with the
Iran-Israel conflict entering a new and deadly phase,
Israel’s attacks came ata tme when Iran and the US
were engaged in cruclal negotiations on the future of
Tehran's nuclear progmmme nnd Isracll Primc
Minister Benj
open-ended military ncuon was necessary to "roll back
the Iranian threat to Israel’s very survival”, The only
country in West Asia that s currently believed to
possess nuclear weapons is srael, and neither the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) nor the
US Divector of Natlonal Intelligence has concluded that
Iran Is currently developing atomic bombs, However,
onJune 12, TAEA censured Iran for failing to provide
information about undeclared nuclear material and
activities at multiple locations. The lsracl military has
sald that the strikes were based on intelligence that
Iran was "approaching the paint of no retarn” In the
development of a nuclear weapon,
US President Donald Trump, wh weeks ago
said a nuclear deal with Iran was imminent, has
backed Israel, The Shanghal Cooperation Organisati

An arena for Pakistan
to do grandstanding

Pakistan's UN Security
Couneil presidency needs
to be treated with a sense
of perspective and
equanimity, No UNSC
document can threaten
India’s national interests

aklstan will assume the
pressency of the UN Secu-
ity Council {UNSC) In July,
for ane month, However, n
the run-up o the presi-
cheny, there had been musch
consternation in the Indian media
about Pakistan becoming ane of the
thiee vice-chalrs of UINSCs Committes
on Counter-Terroriam (CTC), Algerla
will remsakn the CTC chide gl the end
of 2025, il Pakistan wints 1o becormse
tha chkr bn 2026, Even thaugh Paks-
stan unwisely held up the work of
other UNSC Commibees for a full flve
maehs Just I"E'l Ul expreds com-
rtmment for 2026 — slemdlar 1o the dis-
Pensartion Inclia got bn 2021 — the P56
[permanent Mve members of LINSC)
Sl wonld ot agree to glve Pakistan
any sueh consmitment.

Wheen Il wnted 1o be the CTC
chalr durirg s serm at UNSC between
2021-2022, there was no vacancy (n
2021 snee the chadr, Tunlsl, stll had
wne year 10 go, Normally, the chale

0 that it would be the CTC chalr for
202, Needleas o add, Indin mnde an
Impact by bringing the entire CTC
Commmittes in 2002 to visdt the venue
of the 2006 Musmba wttacks nnd chalr-
Ing o special CTC sesslon in New
Delhl. Pakistan wanted & slmilar
expreas commimment for the CTC
chalr In 2026, which was refused by
the Council, This s net 1o say that |0
o't get the chadr b 2026, but #twill
e five other newly edected member-
States competing for the post.
The P-4 also rightly, and
outrightly, refected Pakl-
atan's demand tw chalr the
1267 sanctions committes
dealing with al-Cueda and
BSIL {Dw'esh], slnoe the 1267
snnctlons list I8 peppered
with the names of Pakistan|

Marsetiry Fund (IMF) and other loans
and a military establishment recefving
arms from China and Turkey, Sinee it
15 llamabiad s anly presidency, durlng
its teem, (¢ will ga for the “Jugular
weln” — borrowing a phrase lrom its
much-decornted army chiel,
Diaring i presidency, Pakistan con
be: »m-mumw.nll Tt to have an

I o doall it

due i July, I

P | Knshmir «w" S
heworkd — can it the forum, w

terge. Fwokd ddenlly prefis this under
an annchronssically dtled agenda em,

“The Indin-Pakistn ques-
tlon®. However, the P&
natians have allowed only

before lndin held it in abeyance aftes
L Pahadgam attacks, Pakistan had
declared 8 Intentlon 1o make it an
e durlng 85 presidency. ., Adter con-

closd i

stently th Httempl o

st Since Pakdstan In u:lav
Tt alsout an open discus-
slan, it muy sentde for ancther

LEFTOTSES and terrar groups, erwdn e resalu-

Including Lashkar-e-Tol tlon of conl which

and Julsh-e-Moharmmed wid wauld, hawever, dilute the
e ¥ i here are h i

ror attack. arand the world. Of course, techas-

Pukistan had |u setthe for the 1968 cally my:lulmn for an apen o closed

Tallban sanction which and vated

treaty, it will
take the matter 1o the UNSC chting
breach of security, There 14 a prece-
dence of UNSC presidential stal
ments belng adopted aler, on the
construction of the Grand Ethioplan
Renalssance Darn thit was contested
by Egypt learing d i flow af

coniviry does not necessarly trunalute
Into greater multilnteral cooperation
at thie UN. India will po doulbt keep a
chosie eye on what the LS and the UK
dho n Jily, ghven recent Amercan Hip-
flopa on Pakistan and the UK's ambiv-
wlent postures in LINSC.

Further, given India's geopoliticnl
distancing from recent conflicts
araund the world — In 1t natianal
nterest — we should be prepared for
alimllar renctsons iwinds Indis when

Cibven our standing, the

Nibe waters from Ethiopla, Any UNSC
statement wIII n.qul.n. hi concur-

hiss now Dum!‘h, o mere shell of ls
Former sell afver the Tallban takeover
In Afghanistan in August 2021,
Thaugh some Taliban minkters are
atlll on the sanctions list, they hove
bieen contnuously glven walvers [rom
sanctions o perform thelr lunctions,
I Pakdstan thinks that it cun arm-gwise
e Taliban a8 the chalr, It is sdly mis-

an,far which nloe afl mative votes aut
of 15 members are required (since
vetoes do not apply o procedural
votes). But Pukistan ks mindful of the
Tnct that comtrary o what it s rylng o
praject, there 1§ Feally no apgetit in the
International community 1 interna-

rence ol , Further,
o Pakistand focus on combatting ter-
rarism and Blamophobla s nevitable,
It COUTTY'S Aempt b wipe awiy
the staing of belng a State sponsor of

world now expects us o get geopalit-

Iwvolved In thelr prablems as

well Ad | have argued before. Ui dme

for India to take (s right geopalitlcal
place — reglonally and globally,

Palkistan's presidency also comes

during the monsean session of our

. A ! hie Organisn

pes thit we In

tervorisn -
ton of Islamic Cooperatian 18 on the
curds o burmish Paklstan's lslamic

lasue, Moreover,
while Indians like 1o portray any call

The G war el larell-

[&1]
lm.!lu treat Pakistan's grandstanding
with o sense of perspective and equa-
nimity. Mo UNSC document can
threaten the national Interests of

wouled then have gane to thase mem-
bers elected for 2022-2023, and Indla
wialld have s the chance. How-

taken,
Tt sald, the foeiss s on Pakistan s
UNSC presidency in July. 13 ml

for de-escalatlon as a hyphenation uI

Trun conflict will recetve attention, So
will UN pencekeeping, snce Pakistan — India.

Inidin and Pakisan, i
more I our minds and Aot i :hm.l

15 b v
Whike our i el

ST mer b

aver, the UNSC, and more importantly, — dency comes In the aftermath of € whieall for de-escakation. The warkl — have visited UINSC countries, multlat: —— and Permanent Representarive of India
tha -5 {which included China), gave  atkon Sindoar, wl:l:ululllanmmm knows better, eral aues have L\ynumlu of thelr o the Unded MNImlA New York
an express commitment o Indin i ment fatened by the Intermational — On the Indus Water Treaty, even  own, Cl I The views exp personal

(SCO), which includes Russia and China, has
condemned Israel. Netanyahu, meanwhile, has
promised more attacks and sought a reglme change in
Tehran. None of this augurs well. The conflict will kit
the world economy, with crude oil prices rising, A
continuing closure of the alrspace over West Asla and
the threat to shipping routes in the Red Sea will affect
travel and trade, It remains to be seen if Netanyahu's
coercive strategy, that is backed by Trump, can get
Tehran to back down, Iran has pulled out of the talks
with the US, and may even quit the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NFT), The unfortunate part is that
there are nocredible agencies to intervene and
negotiate peace, especially with the UN being toothless
and Iran seeing the US as partisan, Key powers must
restrain Israel and Iran.

India faces tough cholees in balancing its relations
with Israel and Iran, Its abstention ina UN vote fora
ceasefire in Gaza and refusal to endorse the SCO
statement on Israel’s aggression reflects a new
geopolitical context with little room for manoeuvre,

Bavuma’s XI & sport:
as the great unifier

ln the years immediately after apartheid, the new

President of South Africa, Nelson Mandela, found in

sparts a medium wimpart his vision of
reconciliation toa nation at odds with its racial
diversity, When South Africa hosted the Rughy World
Cupin 18985, Mandela offered the slogan, "One team,
Ome country”™, to bring together a deeply divided nation,
Rughy was the preferred sport of White South Africans,
and Mandela's endorsement of the Springboks,
exemplified by his appearance in a team jersey at the
finals in Johannesburg, was a significant moment in
that country's political and sporting history, South
Africa won that final, an event on which Clint Eastwood
made the 2009 movie, Invictus.

At Lord's on Saturday, South Africa’s ericket captain,
Temba Bavama, framed the significance of his team
winning the World Test Champlonship thus: ", asa
country, here's an opportunity for us, as divided as we
are at imes, to forgetall of that, to rejolce in this
moment and just be one,” The win, surely, goes beyond
being a South African victory inan international
tournament after nearly three decades, Few gave
Bavuma's team a chance against Australia, which
boasted the world's best bowling attack. More talented
South African teams have choked aterunch time. But
Bavuma's XI was solid as it pursued victory in the
weather-stricken but dramatic final. For Bavuma, who
batted well in both innings, this is a personal win: He
has been unfairly targeted as a Black quota player, The
win, hopefully, will revive cricketamong young South
Africans, who seem to prefer rughy and foothall,

After Mandela's passing, South Africa needed
new heroes to emphasise the message of
togetherness, Bavuma's X1, representative of the
rainbow natlon (White nationals, Black players,
Aslan-origin natives), may turn out to be one, And,
sports can reaffirm its potential as a balm for
wounded souls, and nations,

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Five years on, Galwan
lessons India must heed

o ani knew about the Galwan Valley

In the Eastern Ladakh reglon of

Inclia wntll the fateful days of June

Vel 2020, Semething happened on
the Intervening night that Impacted Sine-ln-
dinn relations In a blg way and forced s to
revialt our docirines on siralegic prepared-
ness and border security,

On the fifth anniversary of the Galwan
closhes, IUs necessary 1o remember the
bloady sklrmish that left our borders beed-
Iing, Sinee 2003, & pattern of border tenslons
Naring up regularly between China and
Inadla has become obvious,

I 2007, Chilnese soldsers entered disputed
arens, India showed alaceity In countering
the incurstons, Both parties held many
ronds of discussions o defuse the tenslon
and agreed to malntain the earller status
quo, Bath countries withdrew thelr soldiers
1o the positions they held before the Ineur-
alon,

Meanwhile, China had constructed an
abaervatlon post in Galwan Valley, Desplte
Indian soldiers rej pdly protesting and
anking the Cliinese to vacare the makeshift
abservation post, the latser refused o oblige
within the stipulated tme.

When, under the command of Colonel
Santosh Babu, close 1o a hundred Indian

il Sl nesed many mare years i match th
Chinese preparations. Sull, powers that be
I Beljing ane now becoming Jit

This was the rensomn they 1
Doklam lssue before Galwan, Desplte an
agreement, probably, Galwan wos corried
out to stop us. But were they successful?

The anawer 18 no. New Delhi didn't lose
I8 nerve, Within no teme, 68,000 soldiers,
0 battle tanks, and a large eache of critical
equipment were deployed in Enstern
Ladakh. New Dellil knew I8 wasn't énough.
Ching had maore than 200,000 soldlers
deployed In s Western Theatre Commiand,
vl 118 reserves weren't far behind,

Inclia’s border with China 15 3488 kikime-
tred long, However, China Inslsts that it is
anly 2,000 kilemetres. Our strateglats were
clenr that we can't man the entire border,
wned melther can the Chinese. Explodting this
chink in the armour, our soldlers captured
rmany steep and sncw-clad helghts including
the Thakung Peak. The strategic impartance
of these helghts was Immense. Now, the
Chinese soldlers iltphm.'!l A the valley were
I our Hne of fire.

The Chinese should have knawn that we
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Elderly-focused health care
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landlscage ﬂl.l«lwull pemidabibe barriers Lim-

can we reconcile our cultusal reverence for
elders with the harsh rullllh,- they ha i

wervioes,
experts In gersatric care, fragmented dellvery,
Inadequate elder-friendly systems, bick of inde
pendent financlal reserves, and low health-
M.tklnl( behaviours. For rural senlors, these

have enough experlence to
hedghs since 1984, the year we captured the
Slnchen glacler, It broke Ching's morale and

aoldiers went (o remoy

a large contingent of thmn aaldiers
anncked them. According to the trentles
algned In 1996 and 2005, both armies don't
use lethal weapons in case of o clash, 5o,
what unfobded was shameful snd nstruet-
Ive, Those aggressors hid long sticks cov-
ened with barbed wire, steel rds, and other
auch weapons thit were enough 1o kil any-
one. Dutmanceuvred and outnumbered, our
soldiers Tought bravely, but they hadn't
al‘rlvwl at the locatbon with the intent to

Ight. The unfortunate result was that 20

akdlers, along with Colonel Santesh Baba,
Iullhlwwn thedr lives In close-quarter hand-
to-hand combat.

The news hit the Indian masses like a
tonne of bricks, Countrymen started askin
I the 58 years that lapaed between 1962 and
2020 weren't enough o prepure for such i

Everyone knew C

Tt under & well-thought-ous plan i K9G,
Since then, Belling has been Involved In
ateadily changing the ﬂumugmpnnnﬂlm
land by Increasing the number of Han set-
tlers o outnumber the native Tibetans,
Sinoe DR s been congtructing miliary
eantonments, alrfiekds, and helipads along
the Line of Actual Control {LAC) a2 o steady
and fast

s not that Indin wos cought napplng or
that we weren't dolng anything. We were
preparing, but our speed was slow, In 2014,
after coming o power In the Centre, Prime
Minister Norendea Modi made it priority
and diverted his energles and focus to
wpgrading the military preparedness along
e Chinese bordey

Roads were extended to the borders and
thi exiating ones were brondened. Border
posts were upgraded. Speclal focus was
Aiven o the Inado-Tibetan border police dur-
Ing this perfod. It's true that desplie our hes-
culenn efforts during the last decade, we

A U hi e
negotsation table. After ruurmmur'lnwnw
niegetiations, soldiers have retumisd 1o thelr
bases, but the rancour In the relatlons
Femmins.

The clash also affected the way diplomacy
A rnatlonnl negotiations are con-
ducted. Earller, dealing with such an
Impasse was the sole remit of the Torelgn
office, However, after the Galwan clashes,
military edficers from both sldes came to the
negotinting table, The process was exerucl-
neingly long, but no one can be maore vigilant
towards border security than military per-
sonnel.

1 am sure Indian generals muse have
e a well-consldered declston. How Bel-
Jing's rullng elite views us was evident
rvecently durlng the miliary conflict with
Paklstan last month, Ching openly slded
with Pakistan, After Galwan, not only has it
provided dendly weapons 1o Pakistan, but it
o nlso trained them. Some experts belleve
that Pakistani military officials have been
seen In the Peap) beration Army's

3 I'y measage from Galwan
it clash with Pakistan? We
epared to fight both Ching and

aliould be
Pakdstan slmultaneously,

Age-old milltary principles inslst we
should remaln alert 1 the enemy's every
move. The warld 1 rapidly changing i the

The Largii-
illnull\u.humjrm'lmllu (LASE) datn
revend chat 0% st ravel moee than
30 kellometres slnply 10 sccess basle
e ol itentlon — an arduous jous-
ney for those with Hmited mobility
e resources. One can't ignare the
gender dynamics whereln women
aver 49 fnd themselves vietually i)
Inwlsible in medical care planning,
Inclia must crente o comprehen-
alve,  dignity-centred,  Inte-
grated health care ecosystem for the
elderly, Over T0% of India's senbors
atrugghe with chronde diseases, with
nwrlruiluwwr navigating the com-
plexity of multiple conditkons, In the

whsence of a helth care dellvery sys- Ritu
Rana

e deslgned for easy avallability,
aooesslbility of treatment and man-
agement, the result s a cascade of
m.-wnul* complicationg that diminish inde-

Anupama

O current app
ceptions. First, we Imummlrtkklvlwmr
slve recipients of care rather than patential
contributars. Second, we have filed uumu‘h
bl o ongevity dividenc that could Dene
bath senlors and soclety, Our pelicy frame-
warks — Including the National Pol-
by o Ol Perscn and tha Malnte-
nance and Wellare of Parents and
Senbor Cltkaens Act —articulate high
asparations, yet millions ol senlars go
without regular treatment and essen-
al esedicins, Iniiatives llke Ayush-
atta s Blaarat and the Natsonal lnsur-
ance Scheme for Senlor Clitzens
above 70 represent meaningful steps
Forward. However, expanding this
coverage to encompass Indins
diverse elderly population in s
tnlh\.‘ly constiiutes an urgent palicy

xmll\n.unllx mmmpnnlmw
nll el

The stark l‘ullll)' that anly 18%
among those aver B0 linve health
Insurance reveals the valnerability of
o elderty. This calls for immediaze
action. We mvust develop multi-teved health

IInIII«I Dealth core resoirees.
Inclia's edderly face o health care ecosystem
ke by structural gaps. A majorlty of the

recognise e needs
ol the agelng population, by establishing com-

care Inchiding mental well- Ix |I\ll with abust

health care services are scattered and dis-

Jainted, to back of cluipll Infttives. I
catlon of servioes, and poos ouscomes, Thespe  glve way (o preventive upmnu:h
chalsed core gap is

Rural ndin fices an even mare i||ﬂ' reality,
with aver T0% of

Far:
trict-hevel help desks far the elderly can provide
erucial assdstnne for those with

ml»ms edsevial spe
Over -lmiuh:ur»Imly[ullwuhlmmmm

PESOUTCES,

Enabling telehealth utilisation, online

il I while
vive without any Income whatsoever, A Help-

wake of the Rusal

and Israek-lran conflicts, and we must
rvemaln prepared for every eventualiy, Chi-
nese general Sun Teu wos right when he
sald, “Victorious warriors win first and then
o to wanr, while defented warrlon go to war
Thrst o then seek 1o win®,

Nn- mulumxuthmlhlm umuppnmmn\:w
chal reserves — a finding lI:ul ERIS i Jﬁtﬂ

ko fior e ebderly can abio transform helth
care for the elderly. Many organisatlons In
Inclia have already piloted successful hylrid
apmmln.- that combine dighal iechnology

4y hgm mn These changes

ol these wamen never nuvh\u, pated in
formal Wi e the

the marging to the centre of palicy
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Shashi Shektrar is editor-fn-chief, Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal
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Fast probe required
Crash investigation should be quick and credible

The tragic crash of Air India Flight 171 shortly after it took off from Ahmedabad has
brought attention back to the airline, the regulators, and the broader state of civil
aviation inIndia. Very litthe is known forcertain about what caused theaircraft s fail-
ure to achieve the required thrust and the eventual crash into s medical hostel 2 km
from the munway. It would be wise to-wait for the crash-investigation report rather
than indulging in speculation. It is also important that this imvestigation be trans-
parently conducted by the relevant authorities and its report released in a timely
fashion. The nodal agency for this imvestigation will be the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB), which is a branch of the Union Ministry of Civil Aviation.
India set wpa separate investigation agency in 2012 the enly major investigation it
has conducted so far is the probe of Air India Express Flight 1344' crash while land-
ing at Kozhikode Airport in 2020 Most investigations worldwide are carried out with
the assistance of ghobal experts, often inchuding assistance from the country where
the flight was heading. In this case, given the plane was due to land at Gatwick Air-
port in London, and that more than 50 of these on board were British citizens, the
AAIR'S counterpart in the United Kingdom has already deputed four peopleto assist.
Boeing, the manufacturer of the aircraft in guestion, has also sent personnel.

The very fact that this is only the second large-scale crash that requires inves-
tigation by the AAIR is a testimony to how much safer flying has become in India,
evenas the aviation market in the country has consistently been the fastest-grow-
ing in the world. The 1970s and 19805 saw a spate of crashes and other incidents,
including terrorist attacks on Indian aviation. But the 215t century has seen,
simultaneously, a proliferation of private aitlines, vast growth in passenger
numbers, and asharpreduction in the number of high-profile incidents and fatal-
ities. The good reputation of Indian aviation has been hard-carmed, and will be
muaintained only if the investigation into this crash is swilt and credible, and that
any recommendations to the aifines and suthorities are accepted and
speedily implemented,

It should be noted that Air India itself, while troubled on huw:ruldlmmsimh
has not had a major fatality due to a crash (as distinet from terrorist acti

ILLLISTIRATION; AJSYA MOKAN TY

IBCinstress

Its survival depends on the judiciary and executive staying

committed to its core principles

The Indlan Parliament In 2016 enacted the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to address the country's
perslstent chiallenges of financial stress and manag-
ing bad debts, with the overarching objective of
driving economic growth. In s indtial years, the IBC
benefited from rare Institutional alignment. The
legialature amended the code slx times in the fist five
years to address implementation challenges and
respond to the evolving economic environment, With
alacrity, the executive lssued the rules and regula-
tions, established the Insolvency
and Bankruptey Board of India
(IBBI) and National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), accredited insol-
vency professbonals, and bullt the
supporting  ecosystem.  The
judiciary reinforced the code's
i and time-bound char-

a Boeing 707 crash-landed in Mumbai in 1982. This record compares favourably
with many of its global rivals. But its low-cost subsidiary, Air India Express, has
done considerably worse, Meanwhile, in 30 years of private civil aviation in India,
themajorpr sector aitlines have never suf crash, Questionscan
and will b asked about whether in the intemal restructuring of Air India's oper-
ations since privatisation, safety hasbeen retained asthe top priority. These ques-
tions will hopefully be answered by the investigation, and so it is in the airline's
interests to cooperate fully, After some incidents in other countries — such as
EgyptAir Flight Bov in 2006 — investigations sulffered delays, disputes, and restric-
tions that might have been political in nature. India cannot afford such problems
with this probe. The government has set the ambitious target ofdoubling domestic
traffic by 2010 alongside 50 more sirports, For these ambitions to be achieved,
safety | and be seen to be paramount. The AATR's
work will, therefore, be carefully scrutinised, and it must produce a comprehen-
sive and accurate report as quickly as possible,

miust be

War clouds over West Asia
The risks of cconomic fallout are high

Israel’s attack on Iran signals an ominous widening of the war in West Asia,
threatening aglobal economy that is struggling to come to terms with the hiavoe of
American President Donald Trump's tard ffwars. The barrage of air strikes that the
twio nati ons have exc hanged so far has heightened thechanoes of an escalation into
& provy war between Israel, supported by the United States (US), and [ran-spon-
sored groupings inthe region, the Houthi and the Hamas, with the potential of dis-
rupting critical trade routes and airspace on both sides of the Arabian Peninsula.
East of Saudi Arabia, Iran's position at the northern end of the Strait of Hormus
could become apotential choke point shoukd Tehran choose to block the waterway
in retalistion for sustained Israeli attacks, given that Oman and the United Arab
Emirates at the southern end are allies of the US with military bases and listening
posts. The Strait of Hormuz accounts for the trans port of almaost a quarter of global
oil supplies and a significant portion of the world's liquefied natural gas, On the
wiestern end, Iran's clients, the Houthis of Yemen, could intensify their attacks on
g vinthe 15 wnal, This area accounts for about
15 percent of gobal maritine trad, dis crucial for links be Asiaand Europe.

Added tothis are rklngmknued:md.c oil and gas. Prices of erude oil jumped 7 per
centand gus 5 per cent after o ot T the 1991 Gulf
War remain a cautionary tale in this respect.

The fact that Isracl initiated these hostilities while US-Iran nuclear talks were
on has raised suspicions that the attecks were coordinated to put pressure on
Tehrnover its uranium-endichment programmae, Tel Avivdeployed asan alibi the
fears that Iran hasthe capability to produce multiple nuclear wespons within ayear,
whereas Iran insists its enrichment programme s for peaceful purposes. But given
that Israel is widely believed to possess nuclear weapons — which it denies —
heightens the possibility of an arms race in a confrontation fraught with extreme
peril. Since Israel has inflicted real harm on Iran — killing several generals and
nuclear scientists and damaging its nuclear facilities — neither leadership can
afford to back down. For Iran's Shia Islamic regime, war with Israel imparts legit-
imacy to its increasingly unpopular authoritarian rule. Isracl’s Benjamin Netany-
ahuw rightly fears losing power if he l.‘TIdH hostilities on both frontiers and calls

internat

acter through purposive and prag-
matlc interpretations.

‘Thisconcerted effort, relnforced
by stakeholder support. indtially
vielded remarkable uulcnmex
Faster resolutions,

i

approval It has recelved, can be unravelled years later.
Therewas ajolt from the Ratnbow Papers Lid case,

cants remaln bound to plans even when prolonged
delays in approval render them unviahle, Worse still,
resofutben plans may beunravelled yearsafter imple-
mentation, These delays and uncertaintles have
eroded confidence (n the IBC and dampened the
market for distressed assets,

‘The root cause Hes in the NCLTs limited capacity,
whether in terms of Bench strength, expertise, infra-
structure, technology, Institutlonal culture, or case
management, refative to s workload, Orginally con-
stituted with 63 members to adminlster company
law: the NCLT now carries the burden of adjudicating
complex 1HC matters, without any addition o its
capacity. Addressing the lssue of expertise, a full
Bench of the Supreme Court observed ina ruling in
MNovember last year: “The Members often lack the
domaln knowledge required to appreciate the
nuanced complexities involved .. Filling such
vacancles with experts having adequate domain
knowledge in the field must be prioritdsed.” The
NCLT urgently needs a structural and functional
overhaul, primarily within the executive’s domaln,

lon s ik hestra: Every stake-

holder must play in harmony. Yet, revenue and

enFon:emenlauthullliesnﬂennctwt of tune, While
™

wherea the Supremea Court did the go
a first charge over the assets of a company. This was
despitethe IBC's longtitle explicitly providing “aler-
crtion ine the ovderafpriority of payment of Goversiment
hiees”, and the prioeity rule placing government dues
below unse cured debes. Unsurprisingly, a Coondinate
Bench in the Pachimanchal cbserved that this statu-
nory prioeity rube “was either mot browght to the notice
af the court In Ratnbow or wag
Jssed, |

ly shaping a resolution
plan, thela:(department m.ayploceed o auction the
company's assets for unpald dues, or an investl-
gative agency may freeze its bank acoountsor prop-
ertles. effectively stalling the process. The
Insolvency professional, the key sutradhar of the
process, requires the cooperatlon of all concerned,
Including the police, to keepthe company as agoing
concern, Yet, in at least one case, the professional
d

' Eng
the legislative intent to subordl-
nate government dues to clalms of
creditors.

The leglslamure deckded to use
efaudt as the trigger for Inktlating
proceedings to ease the burden on
the NCLT and enable the swift
admisslon of cases, The notes on
clauses appended to the Blll rein-
forced this rationale, emphasising
quick admission as essentlal to

=

and improved creditdiscipline, India’s global ranking
forresolving Inselvency Improved fromo3ath to Sznd
In the first three years of the IRC's Implementation.
However, this momentum appears tD h.we wnned

While shart sl
ecosystem, this plece ﬁccuﬁesuntwomrcesofgrw
Ing concerm: The judiclary and th ive, whose

ng Faster and better outcomes. However, in
Vidarbha Inadustries Power Lid, the court departed
from this intent by requiring the NCLT to assess the
companys viahility and overall financial health, a
task it ks nelther mandated nor equipped to perform,
It furtheer held that the RCLT may “keep the adwailssion
af the application of the Financial Creditor in abey-

recant actions seem to undermine the 1BC'S core
objectlve of Insolvency resolution.

Recent rulings of the Supreme Court have some-
what modified the foundational premise of the code,
diluting the legislative viskon and mandate. A recent
unsetthing instance ls the verdict In the Bhshan Steel
arid Power Lid, where the court set ashde a resolution
plan implemented years ago. The Inordinate delay
adds to the disquiet: It took fAve years o declde a
matter under a law that explicidy mandates
time-bound reselutlon. This judgment signals that
any commercial transactlon, no matter how long it
has been iImplemented or how many layers of state

The law explicltly states that & resolution plan
approved by the NCLT s binding on all stakeholders,
Including the government. Any claim not dealt with
In the lutlon plan stands ext This
enables the resolution applicant to start afresh ona
clean slate. Some tax authorities nonetheless fail o
file thelr claims within the tlme:llne Subsaquently,

hey ptiosubmit thel after appro-
valofthe resolutlon plan, and pursue litlgatlon upto
the Supreme Court. They even ralse fresh demands,
contending that the approved plan did not fully sat-
|afy thedr clalms.

Public laws alm to keep the cime proceeds
beyond the reach of criminals while punishing the
criminals. Although these proceeds were never the
state's property, the state benefits from thelr confis-
catlon. Ar the same time, creditors may have
extended Ioam nemred agnlnst assets that are luI

e, unl reason nol fodasa”, i
Mow the executive. Timeliness s what makes the  the crimea pmeda The cumpa.ny 5 revival, ulil.laa
18C valuable, A stressed company must be admitted  tlonof and the recovery forsecured credi-

w the process swiftly before it tums unviable
A resolution plan must be approved and
implemented expeditiously before It runs out of
money, Resources locked In unviable companles
must bee rel d kly before the val
Likewlse, the valu.e lost lhmu,ghamidance transac-
tions must be clawed back promptly before recovery
becomes impractical,

Lln[urtunalely. the NCLT often tnxes years to
adm: or rule
on aw.lidan.ne matters. Mearmwhile, resolution appll-

tors hinge on access to these assets. Acknowledging
this, the legislature amended the IBC to allow resol-
ution, without impalring the stawe's ability o
prosecute  offenders.  However,  enforcement
agencles and courts do not seem to be on the samse
page, Unless the judiclary and the executive
promptly reaffirm thelr commitment to the code’s
core principles, the [RC risks slipping beyond the
polnt of redemption,

The authors are Legal practitioners

Rate cuts can’t shift growth gear

OnJune &, the Reserve Bank of India (RB1 lsed

Th d

1ent in GDF growth s net exports

(bps) to 5.5 per cent and cut ithe :.a-m reserve ratio
(CRE) by 100 bps, phased over four 25-bp tranches
from September to November, The move, expected o
inject ¥2.5urillion (%30 billlon) Intothe system, briedly
lifved spirits: The Nifty index climbed 1 per cent that
day, with a modest gain the day after.

However, by the end of the week, the Index had
slumped below its pre-cut level. The rate cut ks a side-
show, With the REI shifting its stance to “neutral”
from “sccommodative” there will be no“easing cycle™
A mere 100-bp cut will do litile to spur
demand. The REl's expected growth in

product (GOP) s projected
tobe the same 6.5 percant as last vear, and
consumer prlce inflation slightly lower,
This means overall growth expectations
are modest, The reason: The four main
economic drivers of the economy are
stuck in low gear.

Conslder comsumption firse. Private
final consumption expenditure (PFCE),
which makes up nearly 60 per cent of
India's GO, fell From a growth mte of 5.8
per cent in the pre- Covid years to 4. per
cent in 2009-20 (FY20), After a brief post-

elections, Meanwhile, even as Istae] b Gz, it is bry
tainthat its destruction of the top echelons of Imnian client Hamas has decimated
this grouping. The security risks for Israed remain as potent as over.

Given the studied indifference of the Western powers to Israel’s systematic
destructionof the P ans inGaza, the strof 1ty the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO), comprising nine Eurasian member-states condemning
Israc!s attacks on [ran onJune 13, is a salutary, if symbolic, message. Since India
has relations with both combatants and its economy stands to lose more than any
other SCO member from this conflict, it has chosen to carve out an independent
position calling for dialogue and diplomacy. As with it utannl: on the Ukraine-
Russia conflict, thiscan be seen as an unexcepti inlinewithits per-
ceived national interests.

The world of DIY submarine builders

ik recovery, It fell agaln: To 56 per

cent In F¥24, according to the REIL and an even
wiaaker 4.4 per cant, accord ing to the Matlonal Stat-
istics Office. The consumption rebound was short-
lived because It was led by debt and higher welfare
spending by the government. After all, average
income growth In most sectors (englneering, finan-
clal services, retail, information technology, loglstices
and consumer goods) was outpaced by Inflatkon, But
debe-funded conswmption has its Hmits. Since mid-
2023, growth in personal loans has fallen off the cliff
— from 22 per cent then or 10 per cent of 80 now —
reducing consumption.

IRRATIONAL
CHOICE

Frank's palnstaking research
{he likens It to a kind of OCD)
yields evocative minl-por-

tralts, whatever his sublect. It

Large headline storles, lke growing cell phone
exports, mask a poor overall performance in mer-
chandise exports, which fell 128 per cent in FY24 and
ane expected to grow by only 2 per cent In Fias. Year
after year, India's net exports are negative. It has no
comtrol owver imparts — foss |l Fuel and gobd Imports ane
Inelastic — and benefits only when the prices of these
commodithes ane down, Itcannot boost exports either,
because encrmous costs of doing business sap the
productivity and competitiveness  of  Indian
exporters, [ndla's services exports and
enormous remittances partly reduce the
Impact of poor net exports,
‘The third driver of growth Is private
o capital expenditure eapex). Thare s alot
- of bulllsh anecdotal evidence about
shiny new factories coming up, but the
4 most comprehensive and authentic set
of data is not so rosy. According to the
Forward-Looklng Survey ufthe Mlnlsl Ty

panies are struggling to Increase thelr revenues
beyond single diglts. But the government's take from
goods and services tax (GST) between FY20 and FY25
expanded by an astonishing annual rate of 19,46 per
cent. In FYi3 and FY'24, capltalising on GST collec-
thons and adding massive borrowings to lts pot, the
government massively Increased spending. The
Unlon Budget of FY'24 announced a huge capltal
outlay of ¥1o trillion, which was Increased to €1 tril-
lion In F¥25, to be spent on rallways, roads, urban
transpert, waterworks, energy transformatlon, and
defence praduction. This boosted growth for two
years. However, despdie large allocatlons, actual gov-
ernment capex was surprisingy sluggish in Fyzs,
There was no growth that year, while revenue
expenditure wentup, leading to a 22 percent revenue
deficit. In a soclety where the rule of Liw ks wealk, cor-
ruption |s rampant, and red tape is entrenched, the
limitatbons of government capex asa driver of growth
are obwlous. Also, If ta-and-spend was expected to
trickle down, it has falled: India's rral wages and job
h d

and

il ey

ofStatistics
tatlon, actual Intended private-sector
capex will fall from 6.56 trilllon in FY:25
to ¥4.9 trilllon in F¥'26, a fall of 26 per
cent. This survey was confined to large
enterprises, and the mood s worse
‘among small and medium ones. The reason for slug-
gish spending s slugglsh demand — this can be
traced back to the state, which comes in the way of
ereating athriving, competitive. and innovative busl-
ness climate,

This leads us to the fourth engine of growth: Gov-
emment capex, probably the most important one In
the current climate. India s continuing with the old
“dominant state” model, extorting a lot of money
Froum businesses and citizens even ina perlod of stag-
nant growth. thegrowt| g
and exports ls miserably low, and even large com-

bullds his vessels, and we

B .

Clearly, Itks not for the RBland its monetary policy
committee (MPC) to fix any of these deep structural
Issuies and magi h I, ol Is
needed that the current economic strategy 1s not
working, payroll growth s adefinitive one. According
to the government data, net payroll addition under
the Employee Provident Fund was -5.1 per cent in
FY¥24 and -1.3 per cent in FY25, The Naukrl Jobseek
Index of white collar jobs has flattened since Fyz3,
‘Weak job creatlon reflects how ineffective the head-
line 6.5 per cent GDP growth really Is; It also hobbles
consumption, the economy’s Hfeblosd. There ls no
escape for policymakers to face facts: What we have s
astructural, not cyelical, kssue,

Thewriter is editor of www.moneylife.in and a
trustee of the Moneylife Foundation; @Moneylifers

dampwood and tequdla in wicted killer himself, drives toa Dandsh
the Alaskan cabin where one prison for that climactic interview.
Nazl-obsessed submariner Again, weare glven a description of the

place in minute detall — Frank tells us

PETERSAGAL

Matthew Gavin Frank begins Sub-
miersed, his book about the amateur sub-
mersible communiey, with a confesslon:
"Foras long as [ can remember, I've been
afraid of the ocean.”

The fear of drowning may be ane of
those inherited atavistic survival
Instimcts — all other primates sink like
stones. Perhaps that's why the woeld's
amention was sefzed by the disappear-
anceof the private submersibla Titan
while it was touring the wreck of the
Titanke In June 2023, We lmagined the

A e an . o

final moments of the five passengers,
shuddered and tried. it

Madsen was a world- [nnwuspmate

somiething else,

Frank. an accomplished authorof
narrative nonfictlon, uses his terroras
Insplration for this exploration of per-
sonal submersibles — or"p-subs”™ — and
the eccentrics that make, descend and
sometimes die inthem, The result,
though, is not the tale of how he
triumphed over his nightmare, although
he dioes eventually submerge Inone of
these timy homemade metal alr bubhles.
Mor s it solely a portrakt of the mostly
self-taught engineers who spend thalr
days In garages or backyards
welding steel and fiddling with
control panels.

Itisin large part the story, lu.h:l

lating detall, ofone | I
death on o submarne: The 2007 murder
of the Swedish journalist Kim Wall by
the Danlsh amateur submariner
Peter Madsen.

sub-bullder,

Elon Musk, whose mink-sub Nuulllua
wd a legend before it became acrime
seene. In his preface. Frank asks: Could
lhele bea I.Inl-( hetween the kind of

d.nue one's Iifem buildinga suhum.rh)e
Iy hiand aned the diark comipulsion to take
astranger's life?

There are hints along these Hnes:
Almost all the amateur submariners are
min, most have trouble forging lasting
connecthons, and there s a dark straln of
Ibdgory and hatred among someof them;

|8 miot enough for him to know instantly admire the end- he's researched every aspect of the
thatap lked some- lessly energetic Shanee Stop-  prison's interlor, leading to a detailed
where on a partlcular night niltzky, "one of the few Imagined encounter with Madsen as
years agn; he has o know ‘mon-dudes’ in the p-sub |ucihd as the nightmares of drowning that
everything that person community.” asshe lays out open the book. But then, standing in the

experlenced — the signage,
the lights, the band that was
playing the music coming
mes'hnlun the comer. This

her pie-in-the-water plans to
bulld, and then inhabit, a
human-friendly underwater
habitat.

| most sel -par-
odle: Kim Wall's last wave to

admiration for Mad ef 3 18
uncomfortably common.

(Madsen, as I‘t‘ankdncumenln Im-d
hi hist of sesoual
akind of braying self-regard that could
have eastly masked psychopathology.)

The two strands — a survey of & com-
munity of quirky obsessives and a true-
erime horror story — don't quite mesh,

.

Dbsession, and Murder

And Frank is right: It does
make adifferencetothe

her boyfriend, before she in the World of reader to beable to ploture
turned and walked to her Armateur Submarines Kim Wall's lnst moments
death on the submarine, s Ir‘;“'::‘h"m""‘c“"'" with loved ones.
Followe;dhrytm solid pages of Published by His book is a success iF
i Panthean anly for its ability to conjure

Including on the blomech- 300 pages. 426 sovividly Wall's character
anfcs of g human hand, the and the tragedy of her death
significance of hand-waving brysomeons whadid not
InGreek myth and the wave's know heratall,
meaning in different cultures, ‘The ome real misstep comes toward

But almost all such quibbles can be theend, as the diligent author, who

fongiven because of, well, the sheer
depthof Frank's skill, We can smell the

Py -

seems to have spoken to everyone
Involved in Wall's murder but the con-

parking lot. Frank aborts the mission.
Henever speaks tothe central subject of
hisboak,

Frank’s starting thesis — that there
must be something connecting the
urge torisk one's own life by building
submarines and the urge to take
another — remalns not only umproven,
but frustratingly unprovahble,

We are left only with the tervor he
Imvokes and never quite conguers, and
the strange kind of reckless bravery
required to sk everything by building
your own submarine, or walking aboard
somebody else's,

Thie reviewer {s the host of NPR'S Wit
Wt ... Dowe’t Tell Mef
12025 The New York Times News Service
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An alternative nationalism

For centuries, Indian society has been characterised by an unselfconscious pluralism of religions and
cultures. Gandhi's innovations in thinking of governance in highly decentralised terms built on that

AKEEL BILGRAMI

YOGENDRA YADWY ( THE nationalism we for-
ot [E, May 27) stresses a familiar distinction
L riers

in the crucible of the Indian freedom struggle
and another that he repeatedly callsEuropean
nationalism”, specfically citingonly Germarny
(presumabiy of the 1930 and 405} Heimvokes

awivid label — “hel without othering”
— tocharacterise the distinction. The national-
. s 1
ism

The pre
cisely did not, neither does the nationalism in
currency in India today.

Much of the essay elaborates how this
current form of nationalism in India has re-
sulted in undermining the rights of citizens

tluns had hlﬂlemhemmlanvcly scattervd,

to speak critically of the Being
anationalism defined by hostility owards
the other — both outside our borders as well
as inside — it extends this hostility to its in-
ternal critics as well, viewing all criticism as
treasonously aligning mdtwlhthcmﬂcr
By

became lised. In the cen-
turies that followed, these twin develop-
ments conjeined and culminated in the fu-
sion of rhc nation and the state, a fusion

by a hyphen:
the po]mcal psyl:hulugy that pnmdl:d the

y contrast, a ism that refuses “oth-
ering” in its understanding of belonging
viewvs its internal critics as enriching the plu-

r.lt gmuatl:g afeeling for whatmw:;:alrl;:;
hythc lefi-| hand sldruftlu: hyphman:dcun-

rality that such incontrast

" ...,_.,;

tothe “uniformity™ Ly the very act

of *athering” ). This latter pluralist national-

ismi was the \'l\:llth)‘ Icgar:y nl' the htcdum
1 Yadav conclude

afthe hyphen— rlulnchr\gwould legitimise
thc state. Much later this came to be called
lism™. And the question was: How

laying the fault for the rise of the oﬂl:ndlrlg

wias this feeling o bcgcnrrartﬂ?

nationalism in India today at the d

what he thinks of as a secularised, interna-
tionalist, modermist ethos that was cultivated
in post-Independence India, which eschewed
a]lmtinmlismﬁmbynmtinga‘mtiuml-
ism" vacuum that is now filled by the
Hindutva :nncmlun of the nation, ]twtluld
seerm, then, that for Yada, fthe

Ever Europe it
by ast adard ploy: Find -
within the nation (the Jews, the Irish, the
Protestants in Catholic countries, the
Catholics in Protestant countries_. ), despise
itand subjugatl: it, and declare the nation
to be “ours", not “theirs", When numerical

legacy of the freedom movement began with
the secularised modernity adopted after
Independence and that betrayal gave rise to
its opposite, the religious majoritarian
Hindutva nationalism of our present time.
Suhas Palshikar | "Who stole my national-
ism?', IE, May 31) is right to acu'pnhcdls-

applied

to the stuy of society, notions of majority

and minority emerged and the ploy

came to be called *majoritarianism” — and

since these categories were often defined

by religien, it was, in those cases, called
“religious majoritarianism”.

in Eun:lpl: of ane uFthﬁc na-

sensible too in sOMme scepticism lisms i trine ol
alxmt‘n’adau‘s :I:agm'.\ns of its fault line. He  secularism. Nation-building excrcises on the
hildl: ontem-  basis of such religious majoritarianism in-

porary perpetrators of Hindutva, but choses
by tracing their nationalism to elements
within the national movement more than a
cmmryearll:r

‘evitably bed to religious minoritarian hack-
lash, and it was the civil strife created by this
that pave rise to thl: doctrine of sn:ulirlnn.

i |||uulu. af|

pics DFthm: two nationalisms because that
will bring outwhy it is not enovigh to see the
“nation” as their main topic. The topic is
equally — and inseparably — the “state”.
Sametime in the mid-17th century in
Eumpl: asa :I:sul ul' lhl: rise of modern sci-

pality for such strife. irthe
damage by articulating an outlook in 1 which
all religion {whether of the majority or the

direct influence in the polity and the institu-
tiais of state.

There were indeed
antecedents to contemporary
Indian nationalism in
Mahasabhite (and
Savarkarite) ideas of an earlier
time, but to call them the
roots of the present would
reguire tracing an organic
causal path that connects the
two, No one has done that.
The roots of contemporary
Hindutva nationalism lie no
further back than a few
decades, starting with the
respectability that the Hindu
ngl:l gained in opposing the

I S0C i h-_

state power,
s rcsldlru; inthe divine right of the monarch
who pcm:lluhcd lhc!ta.li; had lost its appeal.
So,anew ht, ner longer

theother nat
cmhcputsmdbynphlmngwhyﬁmdhl
showed no interest in secularist doctrine, His
quite straightforward. The

|nthmhgrhutmpnlmca]psy1:hulugyﬂlthc
same time, bwo developments occurred that
shaped this rcviscdjustiﬁl:ition. Since the
WI:‘SIphih;in peace, a new rr!tit)'lhid

doctrine is there to prevent a certain d

created by European nationalism and since
that damage had not occurred in India, it
wenukd be slavish mimicry to adopt it. Indian

N4

y has, for centuries, beencharacterised

v (which the centre-
left :thiudl} failed to do), and
alsoin the ferociously
concerted and highly effective
effort that it then made to
combat the effects of Mandal
in exposing how divided
Hinduism was by caste.

C R Sasikurraar
by an unsdh:unsmls plumJlsm um'hpuns

wi n:*-pla_-, i isminin-

clusive mass im imperial-
ism — and bath he and heu HCLoLs
sought to doso, especially with Maslims, both
in the Khilafat period and later with the
i “antac ign. Secularism

WWWINDIAME XPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“| Trump] said [ he] was not concerned about a regional war breaking out due to
Isracls strikes. Few will feel so sanguine. The current incoherence and

incomprchensi

adversarics towards fateful miscaloulations”

lity of US foreign policy fuels instability and risks drawing

= THE GUARDAN

After Op Sindoor,
a collective duty

Its success sets the tone for a shift
towards technological self-reliance
and state-led innovation

SHAMIKA RRAv]

OPERATION SINDOOR, WHICH struck at the
heart ofthe enermy's terror camp, infrastruc-
ture and psyche, was a remarkable military
success, India's response to the cowardly
terrorist attack in Pahalgam was decisive
and swift. It reflected India's resolve and
growing ability to exploit modem, indige-
nous technology. Operation Sindoor
marked a turning point in India's palicy on
terror - an act of terror is an act of war,
Providing safety and security is the

paramount responsibility of the state. If

acts of terror threaten the survival and
unity of the state by causing social and
communal disharmony, then it reserves
the right to strike its enemy with all its
might, which is what India did and is duty
bound to do so in the future. Operation
Sinthu( was alsn a maju(-po]il‘ilcal SUCCRSS.

p the ity and

Bharat. Given the socio-economic and cul-
tural diversity of the states and Union
Territories, different states and UTs are at
varying stages of economic development.
An important implication of this is that
wach state should have a blueprint for eco-
nomic

ative advantage in terms of resources and
human caputalThl:n:lnn: itis futile to talk
sat

the all-India leved.

On the contrary, we should have a dis-
tinct growth model for each state, For ex-
ample, Gujarat and Tamil Madu could have
aneconomic growth 1 driven by man-
ufacturing and industry, while Kerala's
growvth model could be services-based The
northern states, on the other hand, could be
drivmhyilumarhninagrkulhul:andﬂlc

sector,

mn:s, with its rich flora and fauna, could
become a hub fo tourism, Modernisation
and tect
astate policy. In the Late 19905 and carly
20005, state chief ministers ( particularly
from Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh) demonstrated that with smart
policies and determined effort, it is pu.m—

linary people

is only relevant when this o

po-

thmugh i
Third, we must

Imral, snclal and ¢

prmm: sector, Ecunnlruc pulu:y has so far

by thee civil strife that itin Europe.  India’s unigue unity in diver-

Moreover, nnci:l:lwsmkcaml:\ﬂaamnn- sity. and on questions of seourity and sov- protected either sioe

ahsmtha: 10f ereignty, wie are Indians first. orsm:l:nl Wi must nuwdm:nmnnlmc
ised power, that Iwish to focus on the economic impli- — palicy to

wveryid | [ inlndia rmnmotﬂpuathmdmw sation and :nnmmnltlsnsmnal to re-

— Gandhi'si ' mind oursel it is practically :mpus—

nancl:mhg]ﬂydmcmahscd tmnsmmas hmndcmmchnulny“munlrndcml- nhlrmchcrr)-pld&wuulcu mnﬂu

much part of his al as samum 1l e jonshould  role of sconomic palicy

its pluralism that Yadav asks us to cherish, nat be limi armed forces alone, but— conditions and institutions where, through

Ilwas thnsndcasul'mmm more than should be pervasive across allsectorsof the — trial and error, people and ideas that are

the repudi- +Standard economic theory high- ited tothe task are seleced {

a.li:dhyhlsuwnpartylnthryrals immedi- lights that sustained long-term economic  a“sponkancous order”.

ately after indepe growth and development require techno- Ovnlthclast dﬂad:.?harathasmdc

ndence,
Award, in conclusion, about Palshikar's

whicher pro-

tracingof Hi hear-

lierebements inIndian nationalism, We need
in these matters a distinction between the
notion of “roots” and “antecedents”, There
were indeed antecedents to contemporary
Indian nationalism in Mahasabhite {and
Savarkarite] ideas of an carlier time, but tocall
them the moats of the present would require
tracing an organic causal path that connects
the two. No one has done that. The roots of
contemporary Hindutva nationalism lie no
F\mhnbackﬂlan afew dl:tidcs.sm‘nngwﬁ

urdl:r m:hmlcgr trans[rratnm I.’rl: erd
will become inc

by than
250 million people out of extreme
poverty. | Ithas successfully reformed and

therefone leaving us with no dmm: but to

| its public infrastructure, the
bankmgscnm the taxation regime, and

beseif-reliant. De mrhvrnm tstech-

blic infrastructure, which deliv-

nol layi i anin-
nevative society, however, nequires achange
in mindset that the government and soci-
ny shnuld be willing to cmhmcc and per-

ers welfare schemes at an
unprecedented scalcw more than a bil-
lion people. it even

during the most challenging of pelitical

:;::ppmmgthr Emﬁ:rg:my{whlrh the cen-
tre-leftabjectly failed to do), and also inthe fe-
concerted and highly effective of-

rather! ingfailures  times, it has the resolve and resilience o

and setbacks. move forward. While democratic institu-
Re ; i tions  are hickslldmg in the
ot plan to pick technologs willsuc- Wester world,Indi ammitted
coed and society canplan to ling democratic principles, en-
strategically to create conditions where surmg last- mile development and deliv-
trial and ermor become a inmova- caste, or religion,
tion. This requires a strategic and comple- Thls is not a slogan but a lived reality for

i

fort Ilut it then marle to combat Iilc I:‘Httlj
af} 1
wias by caste.

Finding an external enemy [the Muslim)
within the nation that all Hindus must ap-
pose was that unifying move. Nodoubt there
wene antecedents to such attitudes during
the freedom strugghe but they were margin-

cead | " hi

of Ga

tary
ment, academic institutes and the private
sector. The commaon purpose should be to
create conditions where trial and error is
encouraged and celebrated.

Second, “India, that is Bharat, shall bea
Umun of States”, This statement from the
ion is a reminder that when we

and though this certainly left unresobved
guestions, these do not amount to the roots of
current Hindutva nationalism,

The writer is Sidney Morgenbesser
professar of Philasaphy; Columbra University

The rearming of Europe

India must tap opportunities for exports and joint research

SujaN CHINOY

I'IIIMEMINEI'.ERN!\RENDIL!\MDdlmsthls

ties fior Indlian defe crjuire o

ices with Ukraine. The key, therefore, lies in
an

Eurnpean producers of defence equipment

week to Cyprus and Croatia

European Union (EL), was preceded h'y
External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar's visit to
France, EL) and Belgium last week and to the
Mthrdands.DcnmarkandGurmmudlrr

anclsmall
terprises [SMEs)in Europe,

Both Europe and India have recently been
tested for their defence preparedness. In the
slu:llt term, the emphasis in Europe is on re-

inay.

suxks of weapons,

Inel

inthe EL, and perhaps in Ukraine as well, at
an carly stage in the process of intemal inte-
gration and harmonisation of the regulatory
i k. India it

find their capac titted to na-
tional needs or to the ReArm Europe Plan.
India would haw: to examine lhc impact, if
any,onits supply chai inEurope.

rmbcm:l: the Prime Minister's vision for
Viksit Bharat in 2047, the states and the
Union Territories have an equal responsi-
bility to fulfil this national wision.
Modemisation Il'ld drw:lupmnt are no

the billions of people whose lives have
been transformed.

s we march forward, there will be a
few elements for whom the rise of Bharat
will not be palatable, Some powers would
do anything to disrupt the progress and
cause social and rnrnmuml disharmony.
The primary uch nefar-
ious designs would be to modernise and
innovate continuously, which should be-
come the national duty of the Centre, the
states/UTs, and the private sector.

longera matter of itan

ber, EAC to PV

The writer i

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A MAJOR SETBACK

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘After the
crash' {IE, June 14). The Air India plane
crash has come as a shock to the nation.
It also marks a signifi hack for the

RECKLESS & ILLEGAL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Step back
from brink (IE, June 14}, Israel’s strikes
un Iran‘s nuielear Eacilitios are illegal, reck-

civil aviation sector Ironically, itwas only
twomonths ag thatthe state-of-the-art
digital Highlaﬁta recorder and cockpit
woioe recorder laboratory were inaugu-
rated at the Aircraft Accident
“-‘m-fimslﬂrfxiln

15, I there was any pos-
slblllty of resolving the nuclear issue
through dialogue, lsrael has killed it.
Iran's possible military or prosxgy-|
respanse may destabilise not just [srael
but also the Guif states. This tit-for-tat
hnnkmans hlp undermines ongoing

ties for acquisitions and pu;t research in de-

India could explare the bility of join-
:r@ﬂlcEUdecclnnwalmSchmﬁ:(EU—

described by

a"significant stride towards rnhannng

effort 1, it raises the
spccm: ul'a nul:hal Arms race. m the re-

anchored in the India-EL strategic partnership, il Thi il fenoe Assuch, the FUhas wel-  DIS)d aviation safety”, is. almcdit i g gon Tt
In February, during the visit of Ursulavon— opening Forlndla to export ammumhun to comed India's interest in joining projects such B-Xwith the LS i aﬂmlﬂ]ylndi:{scalalr tensions and
der Leyen, president of the European  EuropeThe hasreceived  under its P ctured C i ial ince mmsl'hw holdingeul- — revive logue before the
Commission, and the EU College of aboostin the aftermath of military tensions  (PESCO ) and i i pons fora ipating in ELIDIS prits will be on the AAIR. slrumnspualslx:yundml
Commlmunl:rs Iulnd:a.mrtwu sides had  with Chinaand, more recently, with Pakistan, — Security of Inforr (SolA). E!dl]_'f required to be located in the EU or Kholcan Das, Kolato 55 Panl, Madiz
defence coop vin- India'sdef I ] ] Indi | y ingELl  Norway with bocal legal identity and control
cluding joint exercises and collaboration be- high of imately Rs 23,622 crore  model of defence preparedness and adopt — Further, with the emphasis on infrastructure THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘After the  THISREFERS TO the editorial, Stephack
1i y it u- il t 1l 25, best practices o rtﬁnrltswm n:ladmip to-  inthe WP Indian engineering procurement, crashy' (IE, June 141 The Ahmedabad air ~ from brink' (IE, June 14). The recent
rity entities. Tt icl I itted A i been laid for a higher quan- inaeri par-  and con: tructi hoild explore nas]lcxgusi:s the safety standards of  strikes by Israel on Iran's nuckear facili-
to exploring a security and defence partner-  bum of exports in the Reture, ticularly the development of domestic nu|| S0 for the ex- Inchian aitlines. A high-levelingquiry st tes, amid engoing diplomatic efforts be-
ship. In this context, one must closely exam- Inthewake of the higt |visitsthisyear,  transport aircraft manufacturing and B vl | i i be conducted to probe the reasans be-  bween Washingron and Tehran, mark a
ine the opportunities for deepening thepart- — India should endeavour to explore sales of — tenance, repair, and overhaul hubs. The EU's prmsaldtnminals. hind the crash and suggest recommen-  dangerous escalation that threatens to

mership provided by the Joint White Paper
[W’I’] on European Defence — H:atlm:s 2030,
rRr iy

Advanced Towed Artillery Guns (ATAGS), the
Pinaka Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher, air de-

defence omnibus package offers India a
chance to wlliburan: with the EUl on crass-

The emergence of the EU defence union
will marka scalingup of all existing European

Europear fence missiles, and radars that meet NATO defence and security structures. The rapid
Thl:nmpulxyapplmchmﬂllnl:ﬂhyﬂm su.mlards The focusinthe WPonciticaland e i i b of Europe is seen as a bulwark
t ulugln—nxhasmlﬁclil lula future marh:t for Indla 1 lrul:taryand against Russia, reasserting Europe’s strategic
mlmd wari 1 5 ligence guantum, iotect and 1l as Ukraine,
inthe i 1 the LS, — and their classifi- Ttrdugmnltrﬂ prowide joty 1 t U'sdefencecontribu-
The main thrustof the WPi cati dual-use with both economic and ional tions to the still valid transatlantic partner-
h:rm:nachlwmgﬁllldﬂmmadlnrn mllmry:mplxanmdlclslnmaachall:rlu warkin thrtk:lmlccm:hstmlcumplmacmss slup_ Asinaspmr@gluhalmrmdstrm-
By 2030, The target is to mobikise states, t.hi:ELLnnme the g , nnlv' India
defence expenditure of up to 1.5 per cent of The strong urrent af ¢ i i ity i 1gly ith the ELL
the GO Based on projectionsof gradual pro-— inthe WP to enhancing Uleraine's defenceand :nthccunmnuﬂhcmmﬁ.ﬂmgmanuns.
grc_wmdrrtncnnu\:snl:nl could reach at sl:cunqrripatlllrs:s nutl:'wurthy The new The EL's harmonisation of rules and pro- The writer is the director general of the
the next four years, i I'smil- 1 defence procurement could lead Manolar Parrikar nstitute for Defence
Snudhes and Ariah

T||l: scope of the WP points to opportuni-

mry rruhliymmdurs,spar.c asets, and serv-

tosome changes inexport regulations. Major

dlations to prevent another incident. No

dlestabribise West Asia, Such unilateral ag-

compensation can bring back the lives ymnnn‘hcnmmwm:w:ﬁ:r
lost hstice will bedelivered ot ly waylsnoti

when those responsible for the mishap — and um:ll:lm:m:s trust in d:p]nmcy.
are brought to beolk. While the Director | tack

General of Civil Aviation is empowered
o impose fines on airines, the regula-
tory body must be armed with more

pawe
tiger, It st alsobe probed whether the
DGO officials did what they are sup-
posed todo.

SHQuadrl, Bikaner

rttal:atlun !mm Iran. Israel's post-
been marked by
unchecloed militarism. The world cannot
afford to remain silent. It is imperative
that the international community, in-
cluding India, mounts a coordinated of-
fort to halt this escalation,
Sanjay Chopea, Mohol

epaperindianexpressicom .. .
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A-Iplane crash: how DNA analysis is used to identify victims

ALINDCHAUHAN
MEW DELHI. JUME 15

AFTER LAST week's Air India Boeing 787
Dreamiliner crashin Ahmedabad, authorities
are using DNA [ decegyribonucleic acid) analy-
sis to identify the remains of those killed.
DA samples from victims' family members
have been collected, and some of the de-
ceased have already been identified.

With the exception of identical twins,
every person hasa unigue DNA that is pres-
ent in nearly every cell of their bady, DNA
analysis is the gold standard for identifying
human remains, espedally after mass faral-
ity events inwhich bodies might notbe easy
to identify.

But how does this work? How are DNA
samples collected from human remains?
How do scientists analyse these samples?

Collecting, storing samples

s soon as an individual dies, their DNA
begins to degrade. Over time, this degrada-
tion can make it difficult, even impossible,
fior the DNA to be analysed.

B DA survives much better in cold and
dry conditions than when it is hot and hu-
micd. This s why samphes have to be collected
a5 500m as possible, and once collected, stoned
imas cood and dry an environment as possi-
ble. They should ideally be frozen at minus
20 degree Celsius, or, in the case of soft tis-

kin, muscles, etc.), they may
in95% ethanal,

B DNA from soft tissues degrades much
faster than that from hard tissues( bones and
teeth). This is because cells in hard tissues
are largely protected from the effects of pu-
trefaction and decomposition. This is why
forensic investigators usually collect DNA
from hard tissue.

(S 50) AGRICULTURE

WHY PUNJABIS STRUGGLINGTO
DIVERSIFY FROM PADDY FARMING

'iWJ ETED WA Geug ;-u_

R

‘Workers transplant paddy in avillage near Patiala on Saturday. Haries Sedhii

ANJUAGNIHOTRI CHABA
JALAMDHAR, JUNE 15

But even if these plans succeed, non-

paddy kharif crops would only have an
acreage of around 3.16 Lakh hectares, and

paddy approximately 3204 lakh

DESPITE FUNJAB government's efforts to
diversify the state’s crop mix, the state is
once again staring at a near-record area
under paddy cultivation.

Last year, Punjab saw an all-time high
of 32.44 lakh hectares under paddy.
Current trends suggest the acreage this
yearwill remain in the same ballpark.

hectares,

That would mean about 91% of the

kharif cropped area would still be under
paddy, close to last year's all-time high.

In fact. if the cropped area during the

season goes beyond last year's 35,20 lakh
hectares —asit hasdone several imesin
the past — then the area under paddy

could actually increase in absolute terms.

Context

Roughly 35-36 lakh hectares are un-
der cultivation in Punjab during the kharif
season [June to October). Last year, this
figure was 352 lakh hectares.

The main crops during the kharif sea-
son are paddy [basmati and non-bas-
mati}, cotton, maize, certain pulses (like
moang, urad and arfar), oilseeds (like
groundnut and sesame), and sugarcane
{cane iscultivated all year round).

But paddy accounts for a vast major-
ity of the kharif acreage — more than 92%
last year. All other crops are deermed *al-
ternatives™ to paddy.

The problem is that growving the same
crops year after year on the same land in-
creases vulnerability to pest and disease
attacks, Paddy cultivation specifically de-
pletes soil nutrients, which increases de-
pendence onchemical fertilisers and pes-
ticides. Also, paddy guzzles water.
Punjab's groundwater table has been de-
clining by 0.5 meters per annum on an
average, largely courtesy paddy.

Previous atternpas at diversification

have also not yielded expected results.

Motably, the state in 2009 enacted the

Punjab Preservation of Subsoi Water Act,
which barred nursery-sowing and trans-
planting of padidy before May 15 and June
15,
the cropping cyche back, shorening the
window between the kharif harvest and
the sowing of wheat (the predominant
winker crop ), forcing farmers to burn
paddy stubble to clear fields and adding
to air pollution acress the region.

Why paddy remains king

respectively. That ended up pushing

There are several reasons why Punjab

cannot look past paddy.

W First, plans suchas the one to divert

12,000 hectares to maize simply are not
ambitious encugh to make any real dif-
ference, evenif they succeed,

W Second, guaranteed procurement

at Minimum Support Price(MSF) makes
paddy more attractive than alternatives
like maize or pulses, which enjoy much

weaker market support.

Attempts at diversification

Punjab, through various schemes and
policies, has long tried to address the
paddy monoculture problem. The state
has launched a pilot project to divert
12,000 hectares from paddy to maize,
and increase area under cotton cultiva-
tiom by 15%,

B Third, the current situation is the

pmdun of decades of lawed pullqsmak
ing from the government. It has p

Aftter a plane crash, the collection of tissue
samples from the wreckage usually takes a
couple of weeks. But this depends on the
magnitude of the tragedy — after the
September 11, 2001 attacks in New York, it
ook authorities 10 months to collect the
samples of the nearly 3,000 victims.

To identify who the col-
lected DNA belongs to, refer-
ence samples are collected
from biological relatives.
Parents and children of thevic-
tim are ideal candidates for providing these
samiples, given that they share 50% of each
others' DMA

Methods of analysis

After samples are collected, the next step
i to extract DMA from them Subsequently,
depending on the quality of the collected
DNA, scientists can choose between a num-

EXPLAINED

ber of different methods of analysis.

Short tandem repeat (STR) analysis:
The method evaluates short tandem repeats,
which are essentially short repeating se-
quences of DINA. STRs are used for DNAGden-
tification as they widely vary between
individuals.

“After analysing 15 or more
of these hyper-variable regions
of DNA_ the resulting profile
can be used to ascertain family
relationships with a high de-
gree of confidence.” according toa report by
the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRCL

Mote that STRs are typically

This method is used when nuclear DNA is
degraded orunanailable. Mitochondrial DNA
s found within the cell’s energy-producing
organelles known as mitochondria. As
mtDMNA is present in multiple copies within
the cell, it is easier te recover from human re-
mains that are mot well preserved.

This is used for identification because
mtDMA is passed down by the mother, un-
changed, to all her children. This means that
samples from a person’s remains can be
matched wi ir mather, ma-
ternal grandmother, sibling, matemal auntsor
uncles, and distant relatives as long asthey be-
I.ongm the matermnal I.lnrod' |nhmtam:\:'

- Humans have

¥ chrome

chear DNA, which is located within the nu-
cleus of a cell, Therefore, to carry out STR
analysis, it i5 essential that the nuclear DNA
extracted from the sample s not degraded.

Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis:

b types of sex chromosomes, X and Y bi-
ological males typically have one X and one
'f chromoseme, and biplogical females typ-
ically have two X chromosomes.

Inthis method, a panel of STRon Y chro-

mosomes, passed on from father to son, is
examined to match the remains of the vic-
tim with their male relatives. “This can be
wseful when close relatives are not available
for comparison: any member of the pater-
nal ling, including brothers, paternal uncles,
and paternal male cousins, may be used for
matching.” the ICRC repart said.

Single nucleotide polymorphisms
(SMPs) analysis: The method is typically
wsed when the DNA to be analysed is highly
degraded. SNP is a variation in the DMNA se-
quence where asingle base — A, C, G, or T—
at a specific location differs among people.
Given that SNPs are unique to each person,
they can be used for identification purposes
with the help of reference samples taken
from, let's say, the victim's personal belong-
ings such asa toothbrush and hairbrush,

Howvever, this method is not the most
effective.

War in Middle East: what next

Israel has the capabilities to keep up its strikes on Iran, but its maximalist goals might still be out of reach.
For Tehran, the choices are stark, but Netanyahu's actions seem to be pushing Iran’s neighbours closer to it

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALTI ABBAS

ASOF june 15, Israc] and Iran have exchanged
four waves of strikes, Among a number of
targets hit by either side, sracl's assassina-
tion of key Iranian generals on June 13 re-
mains the most prominent outcome thus far.

Also, ksrael targeted the Iranian Supreme
Leader's office by assassinating Ali Sham-
khani, political adviser to Ali Khamenei and
key overseer of the US-Iran nuclear talks.
lsrael is expected to continue its escalation,
asthe ksrael Defense Forces [IDF)on Sunday
afternoon issued warnings in Persian to
Iranian civilians to beave military weapons
production facilities.

What does Israel look to achieve?

Israel’s June 13 attack on Iran was un-
precedented in scale and scope relative to
any attack an Iran since the Iran-Irag war.
Howewer, as far as Israel’s long-term objec-
tive of dismantling [ran’s nuclear programme
is concemned, its attacks have been limited.

In a silo, ksrael's actions technically rein-
force LIS President Donald Trumpsimmedi-
ate bargaining position vis-a-vis Iran in the
nuclear deal negotiations, by hindering
short-term progress on lran's nuclear pro-
gramme, Consequently, the US President has
dermanded that [ran resume talks to prevent
further conflict, especially since Iranian
‘hardliners' relevant t the nuclear negotia-
thons are now dead.

Trump continues tomaintain that lsrael's
artions were unilateral, despite admittedly
knowing lsrael’s war plans.

But Israel is yet to effectively hit Iran's
Fordow and Khondab nuclear sites; Fordow
i fullly underground and central to [ran's nu-
chear programme. While Israel's strike onthe
Matanz enrichment Eacility was its first overt
action at this scale, the planrhas long been
subject tolsraclisab Israeli

Anoil storage on fire as it is hit by lsracli airstrikes in Tehran, on Sunday. Te T

effectively hit sites such as Fordow, its focus
on Iranian personnel and conventional as-
sets reveal that it is prepared for a slow-burn
war with Iran.

Israel's actions seem to be based ontwo
assumptions — that all Iranian retaliation can
be successfully absorbed, and that witheach
hit, Iran becomes weaker,

What does this mean for Iran?

Tactically and objectively, lsmel's assess-
ment of Iran's weaknesses has been vindi-
cated insofar as the security of key Iranian
personnel is concerned. However, nobwith-
standing Iran's broader conventional inferi-
ority to lsrael, Tehran has shown an ability to
reciprocate Israeli attacks at a smaller scale.
For instance, after Israel’s attack on Iran's
Asaluyeh refinery and South Pars gas fields,
Iran successfully targeted the Bazan oil re-
finery ( Israel's largest) in Haifa — crucial to
the IDF's fuel needs.

Ira: d to the negotiating table with

experts, such as former Israeli PM Ehud
Barak, continually assert that neither Israeli
nor Amierican military action can eliminate
Iran’s nuclear programme.

Eerael's claims of Iran's closeness to.a nu-
chearweapon have been repeated across the
decades and contradict both American and
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Hence, lsrael's two other ob-

freehies like eight hours of free electricity
that farmers use to run irrigation pumps,
and subsidies on fertilisers. These policy
positions are fundamentally aligned to-
wards the cultivation of paddy.

Jectives — as an assessment by British think
tank Chatham House also shows — are tode-
grade Iranian defences and take out its op-
erational leadership. While Israel will ar-
guably need greater US involvement to

the US under moderate President Masoud
Pezeshkian to give its economy relief from
crippling sanctions, something that hardline
leaders only acquiesced to. Now, the nature
and scale of the lsraeli attack would allow
the conservative leaders, who dominate the
Iranian Parliament, to create fresh pressures
onany reformist action. Also, the attack com-
ing in the midst of US-Iran negotiations will
reinforce a core constituency that views the
US as a duplicitows negotiator,

Calls for regime change in Iran by lsraeli
and American keaders deepens the mistrust
that has grown since the CIA's removal of

Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad
Mosaddegh in 1953, Itwill also be a mistake
o assumne that Iranian hardliners have lost
influence aver the nuclear deal. Key hardline
leaders like Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
[Speaker of the Iranian Parliament) remain
lnﬂucnnal in matters of national security.

continuing ne-
gotiations is immaterial to Iran, which also
remains in Evour of resuming talks, but only
after Israel halts its attacks. For lran, Ismel’s
assassination of asenior leader involved with
the negotiations — Ali Shamichani — further
betrays Israel's intentions to sabotage the
talks, and not merely act as Washington's
force multiplier.

What are Iran's choices?

International reactions to lsrael's aggres-
sionhave varied. European and American re-
acti Fooused on th ngersoflran's
nuclear programme, while not acknowledg-
ing bsral's provocations,

Onthe other hand, regional reactions
from the Gulf have shown an evolution Iran’s
Gulf Arab neighbours have shifted from
forming an integral partof 1srael's air defence
net against Iranian missiles o condemning
Ezraeli apgression and demanding respect for
Iramian sovereignty. In fact, arch regional -
val Riyadh has expressed “strong condem-
nation” of Israeli action, which it viewsasan
aggression against a “brotherly Islamic
Republic”,

However, srael's attack has pushed Iran
towards an impasse. On one hand, itin-
creases Iran's need to resuscitate its pursuit

of a nuclear weapon — renewed learning
from comtemporary conflicts is that the ab-
sence of a nuclear deterrent invites military
adventurism from adversaries.

Onthe other hand, Iran'slack of sufficient
madern arms, lsrael's degradation of its ex-
isting capabilities, its increasing leadership
losses (both at home and in the Axis of
Resistance), and the worsening of its eco-
nomic health force a pragmatic approach.

Evenif Iran is capable of nuclear break-
out, it would be difficult o achieve amid the
evidently high level of intelligence penetra-
tion in the country.

Significanthy, |I1.l'l has still not targeted US
diplomatic and militany infrastructure, directy
or through its provies. The most prominent
amuong these continue their pre-june modus
vivendi — the Houthis maintain their cease-
fire writh the United States (while continuing
attacks on ksrael), Hezbollah adheres to its
ceasefine, and the Hashd in fraq refrains from
substantially attacking the Green Zone in
Baghdad, where US diplormats and officials are
concentrated, While this could change in the
future, Iran: has also likely engaged regional
interkooutors to press for an end to the war.

Israe] has the capacity tocontinue strikes
o Iran for as long as it deems necessary.
However, its maximal objectives cannot be
met without a full-scale war involving the
United States, which would be in stark con-
trast to Trump's stated ohjectives and rein-
force his failure tostrike a peace deal bothin
Europe and the Middle East.

For Iran, absorbing a few large holes in
the dam is better than a complete breach,
Tehran can also look to counter lsrael's ob-
jectives by continuing its engagement with
the US for amuclear deal and making volun-
tary concessions, instead of those forced on
it mmilitarily.

Given that lsrael’s casus befli is unclear
and that its ohjectives remain maimal, it is
difficult to ascertain Tel Aviv's future course
of action, making Iran’s consequent choices
similarty unpredictable.

However, amidst these choices, what is
highly unlikelyis kran"s forced dosure of the
Strait of Hormuz ({33 km wide at its narrow-
est point). While Iran has the capacity toen-
force avery imited blockade (asit has threat-
enedin 2011, 2012, and 2018), disrupting the
20million barrels-per-day flow through the
Strait will rupture Tehran's partners hips, end
its rapprochement with Arab states, and
draw in the US military. The US is likeliest to
act militarily when protecting shipping and
oil supply, as it did during the Iran-lIrag War
historically, and in the Red Sea more recently,
after the Houthi-led disruption of shipping
inthe region.

Bashir Ali Abbuas is o Senior Research
Associate ot the Council for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delfd

Centre’s rationale behind MGNREGS spending cap, the concerns with it

LAAVANYA TAMANG &
PURBAYAN CHAKRABORTY

THE AMANCE Ministry has capped spend-
ing under the Mahatma Gandhi Mational
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
{MGNREGS) at 6% of its annual allocation
for the first half of Financial Year 2025-26.

There was no such spending limit so far.
Thisis because MGNREGS, which provides
up to 100 days of employment as a right to
any rural household, is a demand-driven
scheme.

Civil suclcty groups and MGNRECS
worker unions have raised concerns about
thie mowe. Here's why.,

Finance Ministry’s rationale

MGNREGS has long been plagued with
financial troubles, which are perhaps what
the Finance Ministry hopes to address by
implerenting the spending limit.

Data from the Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment show that over the last e years,
muore than 70% of the budget is frequently
exhausted by September, and while sup-
plementary allocations are often made in
December, even these run out by January.

This leaves significant pending dues by
theend of the financial year (F¥) —over the
last five FYs, pending dues have ranged be-
tween Rs 15,000 crore to Rs 25,000 crone,
On average, 20% of the subsequent FY's
budget is spent in dearing these.

By implementing an expenditure cap,
the Finance Ministry is likely ensuring an
adequate budget for the latter halfof the FY,
50 that no supplementary allocation will
have to be made.

The MGNREGS budget for FY 26 stands
at Rs 86,000 crore. Just clearing existing

dueswill exhaust roughly halfof the budget.
Issue of fluctuating d d

Question of legality

Thmnsa]cgal ‘ucmu Social security

By design, MGNREGS actsas a buffer for
rural citizens, especially during times of
lean harvests, freak weather events, and ru-
ral distress,

Work demand under the scheme fluc-
tuates throughout the year.

Itiis highest between April and June, and
picks upagain after the kharif
sowing season in September.
But weather abnormalities
such as delayed rain can lead

POLICY

wiaarei either
via schemes designed and executed by the
eovernment of the day  for instance, PV Kisan
Samman Widhi or the LPG scheme), or
through schemes based on specific legsla-
tion that establish certain programmes as
statutory rights, like MGMRECS (based on
REC Act, 2005 or the Public Distribu-
tionSystern [based onMational

Food Security Act, 2013).
The former can, and often
are, altered, discontinued, or

to high MGNREGS work de-
mand evenin July or August.
In 2023, far instance, low rainfall led to

repac when anew gov-
ernment comes to power, For the latter,
while the gmn:mmrmducs have the power

206 higher work demand thar i

o dalities of implement-

and August, with Kamataka in particular
spending more than 70% of the annual
MGNREGS budget wnhm slx maonths due

ing legislation, this power is conferred by
the legislature and is limited in its scope.
The MGNREG Act recognises employ-

o extreme drought ment right. The Actsignified a
The expenditure cap does nottake into  critical shift from this being a negative rqgh.t
account these conbingencies. under Article 21 of the Constituti hich

mandated that the state must not interfere
withyour livelihood unreasonably ) to a pos-
itive statutory obligation on the government:
to provide employment on demand.

The spending cap ordered by the Fina-
nce Ministry makes it virtually impossible
torealise an entitlerment guaranteed under
the Act once the ceiling is reached.

Constitutional courts have held that fi-
nancial mability cannot be a reason to dis-
regard statutory or constifutional duties, in-
cluding in Swaraj A bhiyan v Union of fndic
(2016}, Municipal Council, Retlam vs Shri
Virdhichand ( 1980), and Reschim Bangn Khet
Mazdoor Samity v Seate of WE. [ 1995),

Lack of clarity

There iscurrently no clarity on what will
happen once the ceiling is reached. States
could be forced o deny employment even
when there is demand. or workers may
have to work without timely payment.

In both scenarios, statutory rights of the

inlated

wor oo ne-

«wceive employment within 15 days of raising.
‘the demand, as provided under section 3 of
‘the MGNREGA, and the right to receive
wages within 15 days of closure of work, as
mandated under para 29 of schedule llof A,

To be sure, wage delays have been ram-
pant in the scheme for years, and unem-
ployment alkowances and compensation
for delayed payments have gone unpaid or
been poorly calculated (as the Supreme
Court has observed].

However, the Finance Ministry's deci-
sion could potentially undermine the letter
and spiritof the Act in an atternpe to address
the financial problems in MGNREGS.

Loavanya Temang is Senior Researcher
with the Foundmtion for Responsive
Covernnce, and affilioted with the NREGA
Samgharsh Morcha.,

Purboymn Chokraborty is o Kolkato-

bosed Imwyer and warks closely with the
Pschim Banga Khet Majoar Semity

Al dato accessed from MIS on fune 12
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andout af power from I.DEE until her assassi-
nation. And the idea of doing that was to get
awaty from the Emergency itsel, which tends

things happened both before and after the
Emergency, which | think left alonger imprint,

thing,we tend to think of it as something done
intentionally. As a historian, | think it's alse
thec

heractionswere rather than simply the inten-
tions behind them., It's important to under-
stand what she accomplished. Three things
hawe cast a long shadow on politics, demac-
racy and our political economy. First, we went
& . i} H

party
inant rule under the Congress to one where
the Congress became a dominant player, bt
in a much more competitive environment,
The competitiveness of

Indian democracy that we

eimteiostznera QN LEADER OVER PARTY
e hatverycompett- MRS GANDHIHAD AN
tnesiediademsd — ABILITY TOMAKE
dures, which are as impor- [:HA.RISMHTIC, CAESARIST
tant s cctons s \PPEALS DIRECTLY TO THE
Emersencysthemoses.  ELECTORATE. SOTHE
tremeandshockingeam-— FNCTION AND ROLE OF
pard for the ruies ot THEPARTY SYSTEM
cecoaldenocs " [TSELF UNDERWENT A
stengtheningoftheetse- VERY SIGNIFICANT
utive vis-a-vis the begisla- CHANGE IN HER TIME
ture and the judiciary. The

Janata government did at- — —

tempt ko undo some of it
butstill the overall institu-
Ty .

theexecutive, This s true even of coalition gov-
ernments. MrsGandhi had an ability to make
charismatic, Caesarist appeals directly to the
electorate. Sothe function and mole of the party
system itself underwent a very significant
change in her time. The party was no longer
the instrument which aggregated people's
preferences and revealed them during the
elections Rather, it supported the political ap-
peal af the leader. A similar model of keader-
shlp wlrmllrchammulmuldcrpamm
is seen not

only in national politics but also state politics,
The third impact was on political economy.
Thm: wasa sumt'whal unwﬂlmgand umwit-
theecon-

ormy. which actually !armd Fmvnabuut 1975,

important because it put ]nd:a on this Jung
road towards liberalisation, Though | would-
n'tgive much credit to her on thae, She left her
own impression on the welfare econormy in-
stead, We saw targetted schemes aimed at
particular groups because they came under
certain thresholds. The poverty line, for in-
stance, became the bongest and the most im-
portant imprint. And it continues.

Manaj CG: Do you think her decision to
«choose Sanjay Gandhi first, and the
G dncicl i

‘Gandhi after her killing, Laid the template
of dynastic politics in India?

The Congress party that elected Indira
Gandhi as Prime Minister in 1966 was a very
different kind of an entity from what it be-
came during her time. She, of course, broke
that party quite conscioushy in 1969, Butwhat
she found much mare difficult through the

party
ways that could actually strengthen its ma-
chinery. So the move towards relying on her
son, first, the younger one, Sanjay Gandhi and
subsequently Ragiv Gandhi, comes outas are-
sult of her inability really o instinutionalise
the party.

Manaj CG: Do you think the Congress
needs to break from Mirs Gandhi's legacy
going forward?

Thm: isvery ]|ll]c llut Wt‘ s by way of

‘Institutional rul
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EXCHANGE

SRINATH RAGHAVAN
HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR

WHY SRINATH RAGHAVAN

Historian and scholar Srinath Raghavan analyses Indira Gandhi's political career and the momentous changes that

India experienced under her leadershipin his new book Indira Gandhi and the Years that Transformed India. It isan

authoritative take on the Emergency years between1975 and 1977 and draws on new material to shed light on her
politics, government and even her adversaries and critics. Raghavan is professor of history at Ashoka University

Mluserativn: Suvgi Dey

es of tffle game

were considerably weakened
even before the Emergency’

Historian Srinath Raghavan on the build-up to the Emergency, its transformative impact on Indian polity
and the lessons that we should learn. The session was moderated by Chief of Political Bureau Manoj CG

could recover a hamun af hcl chutzpah and

el
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LANGE NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

Jearnt from dncumm now available i in the

itsonlyaf-
I‘EI’ the hanks were natlunallscd that she ac-
tually started asking people what to dowith
the machinery. A new fiscal monitoring ma-
chine was created,

Similarty, we tend to think of the 19705 as
this high period of the socialist face of Indira
Gandhi seconomic pullcymahngllu‘lhw
ever, that war
atanend by 1974 or thm:abuutsjust as global
inflatien and its effects were kicking in.,
Through the Emergency, what you see is a
showe attermn pt at taking away various kinds of
controls, What scholars talk about as a pro-
business kind of atiltin the 19805 is already in
evidence from the mid-1970s.

She took an IMF loan in 1980 but she also
ook one in 1974, which is why | think 1974
the breaking point. If you look at the condi-
tions of the 1974 IMF loan, there is a very
stronganti-inflation package, inchading wage
freezes. In Eact, the 1980 Inan offer is built on
that

-

uggested that i

ing conditions on India, we oursehves would
roll out measures to address their concems,

Aalkash Joshi: Did Mrs
ON CONGRESS e
o
Much
FRACTIONOFHER  ernmentsberten
CHUTZPAHAND THEKIND  federatismn, preventive
OF WILLINGNESS TO et
GAMBLE ANDTRY NEW backto Mrs Gandhi
THINGS THAT SHE Wl:cn: I::di:a Gandhi
DEMONSTRATED, _laikg antirely s that hav-
PERHAPS IT WOULDHAVE ot "never i siher
BEEN STROHGER means of reconstituting it.
She tried various things. The
— _—— — Youth Congress was from
time o time trumped up as

this great solution to the problem of institu-
tionalisation. Again, mg‘m: mdit:uthc\huth
hi
ljaay

lhcy did bring in a new set of lealers,
MNevertheless, that was not an answer for hav-
ing new institutional structures. | do not be-
ieve the Cur@tssmlmddwriammuldm
have changed irrespective of whether slu:
cameon or somebody else did.

AMlsailliberal tendencies did not begin
with Mrs Gandhi, Preventive detention has
been a feature of statute books for pretty
miuch the time that the Indian Constitution
has existed. The Constitution itself actually
provides for preventive detention, funnily
enough, in those parts which talk about fun-
damental rights. But what changed under her
was the kind of preventive detention laws
that she brought ahout like the Internal
Security Actof 1975, The far
:t‘pcalt‘d the Maintenance of Internal
Security Act{MISA) but brought ina new pre-
ventive detention law,

Similarly with the governors, | think no
other Prime Minister or no government has
mcd.ﬂlhl:ll: 356 {which mandates President's

has Indira Gand hi did Tt
cmlally in her final term, the whole Centre
vn;us Stalr l:md ufdymmlt \Es. she aggra-

tures af our Ir:gal political system but every-
thing cannot be assumed to have originated
from her.

mnlm l:hnsh: The Emu';:nq' hasseta
template t}
justify

¥
l‘wl‘nnntwmmrm’.r

What kind of lessons should we learn
from thl; pamc\llax episode inour Iumqﬂ |

tthat history
:tscll does nnt offier any lessons. it's only his-
torians like me whe tell what the lessons of
history are, which is why we constantly dis-
agree with cach other.

Rather we must ask, what was it that en-
abled the Emergency to happen? And when
we ask ourselves that question, we under-

tand thatt i tive re-
sponsibility that the entire Indian political
elite of the time had for this disastrous turm

we do, newthings  the judiciary, The supersession of judges in - plate that you need a strong leadler to defiver Iuhol:axlwrlrumlwropmwnls Ims. Sol  that Indian politics ook in 1975, Because
like Sharad Hawal r Banerjee, they perhapsitwould have 1973 was a very important moment. 5o the  specific things for specific Indian  wanted to situate her broaderhis-  without that kind of collective abdication of
walkout. I igmil- But for that. istitutional bal  powwer society i torical context of her times and how those  the rules of the game, in some ways, you
icant pathway to the party's top leadershi tural o be acel creted to the executive by June 12, 1975, contexts were changing quite dramatically,  would not have had a system which col-
given the kind of a family holding structure After the Allahabad High Court ruling of  Vilkas Pathalk: Why did she decide to The peri 500 anel i s way. Hwe beli
that this party has come to acquire. It started aj natural Jume 12, 1975, {whi hi guil ! ¥ 80 was a period of turl e acrossthe  the thenwearne
under Mrs Gandhi and has now just gone on Iminati her ritari. ! ofelectoral malpracti | from From June 1976 s, various assess-  waorkd, If you ook at the 19705, democratic i for graver
for so long that it is very difficult, even for Wi bend to focus on wehy Indira Gandhi did ledlng elected office for !IK years]  ments were being prepared for the Pime  governments everywhere were on the rope. — rious disasters,
Cungrnsrncnllu:mschts locunmuculm the Emergency. But an equally imp Jayap: Marayan | that the  Minister on the progress of the Emergency.  Indiaisonly an extreme example ofwhat hap-

Tat will withthis  question is, how was it possible for an  Pri inister should stepdowninesponse — Initially, there was a sense that the govern- pcncd Part of the reason for that was the mminmmmammhnmm
moded, whil:h.lllﬁnk.is bath itively and fared? Afterall, youhave o a popular demand, even though the  ment was decisive about moving against gy crisisof thatpe-  Gandh making
practically quite difficult for most people in - apolitical system. [thasall kindsof checks and  Supreme Court said that she had a conditional — Labour unions. There was a move towards re- riod. 5o | wanted this broad picture within hu’hﬁrlmmhrrmktmllinﬂw
this party toconceive of and execute, balances supposedly, There ane various insti-— stay, that she could stay on in power. Indira  distributi i i groups,  which to situate her actions,

\'\'Iutshuuldbc;l‘;‘c Gandhi paid them in ;’\ﬂlcnshcn:aliscd the mh’;ﬁ.
legacy of Indira Gandhi the same coin. By that liminishing retumns of sterili: . Do you
that the Congress party ONWHAT ENABLED EMERGENCY TO HAPPEN time, all the institu=  continuing with this ONPOLICY SHIFTS DURING THE EMERGENCY think the move that
should carry? What - - tionalrulesofthegame  regime,  the  un- - allowed the
:::i:;f;,a e eves. THEREISAMUCHMORECOLLECTIVERESPONSIBILITY THATTHE  irenenc witious m‘fﬂﬁﬁ;:’: BANK NATIONALISATION 1S PERHAPS THEMOST IM PI]IHTr'qHT llyenter
nesseswasthatshewas — ENTIRE INDIAN POLITICAL ELITE OF THE TIMEHAD. WITHOUTTHATKIND  that, it is actually diffi-  cies and steritisation, — ECONOMIC DECISION TAKEN IN INDEPENDENT INDIA.IT'SONLY ~ people’s homeswasa
avery bold and tena- cult toimagine howthe — and that it would be body blow?

OF COLLECTIVE ABDICATION OF THE RULES OF THE GAME, YOU WOULD

LATER THAT MRS GANDHI ASKED PEOPLE WHAT T0 DO WITH THE

cious leader. Splitting Ememgency could have  better to move towards 1 don't think so. If
the Congress party, a NOTHAVEHAD A SYSTEM WHICH COLLAPSED THIS WAY een imposed chections,shewithdrew.— MACHINERY. ANEW FISCAL MONITORING MACHINE WAS CREATED  youhadanoemal situa-
party of the nationalist To Indira Gandhi, the tion where fundamen-
movernent, in 1969 was Pathalc: Did Emergency wasonhy an tal rights were enforce-
a dramatic move. She Indinl:dmllilﬂim interhude, able by courts, you
dielit again post-Emergen sart jonsi itical fore mam U was Harish Damodaran: What was the (wldhcprmy sure that people would im-
was alneady truncated at that time. athand. Despite all of this, how was it possible liver what Ritila Chopra: i i the courts and
But dunngthc 1971 lesh war,she  for to be imposed? mmmnmamnr the Emergency story L i d jon ., the 70s (hank ka:mastayansumcufvﬂmm

ially hesitant, tentative, ¥ What archival di i ised you? fonali {7 ment ying Butllu: oerive dnvc
But wihen shrfcllllrnmr:wa;npclmadc- i Fachech But Mrs i The | | hen sh aSse ible pi ,u;
cisive move, she was willing to make it and Gmdhl hylrrwmmgntsslubn:al:lhﬁ:party That's avery accurate assessment. Soon  because of the new archival material that | il loan despi i ¥ h
even breaktaboos. For instance, the peaceand  and ther tacularelec-  after the Emergency, shean-  came across while for anather ! i | - thek ing. S
friendship treaty with the then Soviet Union  toral \lmrlcs that she won, practically bc- nounced a 20-point programme for various  book on the creation of B I came including from her own moucruw:asp:ttsufm sterilisation drive
in J\ugust 1971 was a decisive move agalnst e party. [t was kinds of economic development and social — across private papers of Mirs Gandhi's princi- isation i i are Dn]y one no tJn: bn:ladc: au-

pectof the party's for-

rather than slu: in ary way being cunlmllod

palicies. While some things done during the

eign palicy Ifthe

byit. T 5

"

y. for instance, have not been

pal secretary PN Haksar and other people
close to her. The Janata Party's own papers,

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

gle most economic decisi
in independent India. One of the things we

during this particular period.
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Traple elimas: A view of Srinlvasa Mahal, an eld theatre in Vijayawada U

Silent fall of
single-screen theatres
.in Andhra

As technology barrels on, iconic single screens across Andhra Pradesh struggle to stay afloat, bleeding money
amid dwindling revenue. Nellore Sravani explains the fall of this once-prosperous business and the
contentious profit-sharing model between exhibitors and distributors in the Telugu lm indusiry

ee

Ewias shist down owing to lasies, 6 R

he narmow la outside  Navarang
Theatre in Vijayawada's Governorpet
was onee abuzz with taxis and autor-

Sereens in the Tefugu Country, authors 8.V, Srini
vas, a professor of literature and media studies at
Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, and Raghav

ickshaws that brought an excited au- | Earlie Nanduri say that around 90% of single-screen
dience. On billboards, large posters caught the producer theatre owners in Andhra Pradesh have leased
movie cast in the thick of action and drama, and | g out their theatres,
in the air, hung faint snippets of dislogues and inform the Dwindling business is one reason, “These
music walting out from the hall, y X days, pirated copies reach one's smartphone
Opened in 1964, Navarang Theatre was a cul distribugor even before the film's release, Why would
tural landmark, where rickshaw pullers and taxi aboutanew | anyone want to ineur losses? So, they lease the
drivers took pride in watching Hindi and English mewie, A theatre out to those who have the wherewithal to
movies alongside the city's elite. Blockbusters | distributor rum it. That guarantees a stable income. These
ran for months, with word of mouth doing its | ywould look days, running a supermarket makes more
magic, Today, however, silence has shrouded the | 0 ipe sense,” sys a veteran exhibitor, who sought ano-
theatre, its empty seats and faded walls a stark —— nymity, Across AP, and Telangana, over 600 in-
conirast to the housefulls inits heyday. Casting. dependently run single screens are haemorrhag-
Navarang Theatre is one of the last few inde | CONICN and ing money,
pendently run single screens in Andhra Pradesh, | Production Srinivas, one of the suthors of the research
Most of its contempora cost and paper, says that leasing has helped single screens

survi “Under the lease system, where most
lessees are bigshots in the industry, many single

first theatre Maruthi

5, then invest
Drurga Mahal, Mohan Das, all in Vijayawada, have

In the movie

shuttered, while many others have either leased | |, buy the SCTEENS Were renovated and received a multiplex
out their theatres or rented them out as real es l'mh[:i There 1. Moreover, re-releases, too, have become the
tate properties. ity liteeline for many theatres." However, some in the
The decline began decades ago, when televi- wsed o be business feel that small producers Gnd it difficul
sions became commonplace in households, | One to et their films released in theatres run by these
Then came the internet revolution, the smare. | distributor bigwigs.
phone penetration and, finally, the proliferation | for an entire On expenses, the veteran exhibitor explaing
OFOTTs. These, along with an “unreasonable” re | pegion, that around T20,000 a day is needed tomna sin
venue-sharing model between distributors and GRANDHI gle screen in a city such as Hyderabad or Visak-

exhibitors, seem to have finally broken the back
of this onee-prosperous indusiry,

hapatnam. In smaller . it could be around
5,000, The power bill comes around T2.5 lakh
amaonth and staff salary around TL5 lakh, “IFwe
get 4 lakh a month, we can break even, but we
rarely get it

While Kamal Haasan's 2022 mavie Vikram
fetched him 7 lakh in the first week, the same

VISWANATH
Pilm exhilssar

Rolling with the punches
For Navarang Theatre proprietor RV, Bhupal
Prasad, its "passion” that keeps him in the
business, His family used to own 13 theatres,
including Saraswati Talkies, Saraswari Pic-
| ture Palace, Leela Mahal and Navarang,
g acroas the State. Leela
Mahal, which opened in
Vijayawada in 1944,
was the frst theatre
in the Andhra re
gion of the Madras
Presidency to
screen English and
Hindi movies.
Today, he agonises over
which movie o screen,
"It is exhausting: we
don’t know which maovie
will strike a chord with the
awdience, Sometimes, even
a big-starrer tanks at the
box office,
times,
makes waves," he says,
In a 2021 research paper tithed
Amplification as Pandemic Effect: Single

: - ol % =
Sallaja Theatre in Vijayawada was rencwvated 1o offer mare armenities to the
audience and compete with the multiplexes, c.w o

actor's recent movie Theg Life barely scrapped
together T7,000, opening to a 6% occupancy rate
in his theatre. "l incurred a loss of T3 lakh over
the past four months,” he adds,

Revenue sharing model

While decreasing footfalls, piracy and OTT plat-
forms are problems faced by multiplexes, too,
their situation is slightly better, say some single-
screen owners, And it is here, in the difference,
that the chief concern of exhibitors comes to the
fowe: the revenue-sharing model.

Tounderstand the revenue sharing model bet-
wieen the exhibitors and distribuors, it is impor-
tant to know how the systern of buying- distribug-
ing-selling of a ilm works.

“The concept of exhibitor-distributor existed
since the first movie," says Grandhi Viswanath,
who has nine single-screen theatres across the
State. His grandfather, G.K. Mangaraju, became
the first distributor and exhibitor in the State in
1927, when silent movies gave way to talkies. His
distribution office, Poorna Pictures, is the first
distribution comparny in the State.

“Earlier, it was a healthy system. A producer

would inform the

distributor about a
new movie, A dis-
tributor would

These days every new

miwle Is sersened

simultancously on all the

losoks at the casting,
content and pro-
sereens. When the
read

duction cost and
ny theatres,

then invest in the
movie to buy the
rights, There used
o be one distribue
tor for an entire re-

heatre gion for that par-
seelng 1 housefull foular flm. ]-ﬁ“_.
dwindles. distributor would
MOHAN have links with a
Film exhitiioe few theatre exhibi-

tors, to whom the
print of a film would be handed over. The ticket-
ed revenue was shared on a percentage basis bet-
ween i distributor and an exhibiton” he explains.

Because only one or two theatres screened a
film, it would have a good run, The A, N
Rao-starrer Devadasuy ran for 140 days in Iyil-
wada's Maruthi Theatre, the Stawe’s first theatre
opened in 1921,

Now, however, old established distri
companies have been replaced by “buyers’.
Srinivas and Nanduri, in their research paper,
say: “These buyers could be anyone with the cap-
ital to bid for disiribution rights, Typically,
buyers would bid competitively, and speculative-
Iy, for rights in a single-distribution territory, re-
sulting in substant; ns for producers of big
budget star vehicles." According to some film ex-
hibitors, the entry of these buyers heralded the
down of their industry. Mohan  (name
changed), an exhibitor, says there is a distributor
for every district now, and that person ensures
that the ilm is released on all the screens across
that districr. “These days every new movie is
sereened simultaneously on all the screens.
When the audience is spread among so many
theatres, the chances of a theatre seeing a house-
full dwindles; the audience thins out on the se-
cond day itself," he adds,

Maoreover, these days, the new-age distributors
help producers finance big-budgered films, The
distributors collect half the amount the producer
requested from theatre owners, If the hlm fares
well, the producers give back the advance
amount to distributors, whio, in i, give it back
o exhibitors, If the movie is a flop, then exhibi-
tors do not get their money immediately, aceord-
ing to some exhibitors, This has resuled in exhib-
itors' money getting blocked for a long time.
Depending on the locality and the film's poten-
tial, the advance may range anywhere from 5
lukh to ¥40 lakh, they claim.

This, in addition to the current revenue-shar-
ing model, has crippled single-screen theatres in
the State, "Thl. distributors decide on the reve-
nue sharing unilaterally. In the first week of the
theatrical release of a movie, the distributors
either give us a rent or a percentage system, whi-
chever gives them more profie, If the mao i i
hit, the distributors give us a rent, If it's a flop,
they offer a percentage,” alleges Mohan,

The way forward

In May, Alm exhibitors in Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana announced that they were not in a posi-
tion o continue to screen movies. Mohan says
that one of their chief demands is that the ticket-
ed revenue be shared ona percentage basi
how it is in multiplexes and other States. *The
percentage moddel can solve some of our pro-
Iblems,” he feels,

According to the research paper, single-screen
theatres continue to be important for box office
collections and contribute up o 60% of ticketed
revenue. Despite this stature, no new single-
screen theatre has come up in the two Teluge
States over the past decade, sayvs the veteran ex-
hibitor, Mr. Grandhi Viswanath feels that along
with the overhaul in the revenue sharing system,
the povernment should allow flexible admi
rabes (ficket prices) as well, Currently, ticket
es in the State are fixed in accordance to the Go-
vernment Order (G.0, Ms,Moe13) issued on March
7, 2022, In this order, the government had fixed
rates for different type of theatres in municipali-
ties and corporations.

“The exhibitors should be given the discretion
to decide on the admission rate (ticket price) of a
muovie, depending on its potential. This will help
get more patronage for smaller movies,” he says.

Echoing this, Chandrasekhar (name changed),
another exhibitor, points out that the exorbitant
production costs of a film leads o higher ticker
prices. Once a moviegoer spends T250 a ticket for
a big-budget movie, they may not see another
film in a theatre for, say, a month, “Smaller mo-
released after the big-budget movies, often
get killed thus. The theatres, too, hence do not
see much footfall” he says, adding that the go-
vernment should also ens hat & movie is re-
leased on the OTT platform eight weeks after the
theatrical rebease.

Chandrasekhar says that theatre owners like
him never calbed for a bapdh, "It is unfortunate
that we were misinterpreted; we only want to re-
quest the government to consider our demands
for a percentage system, which will allow us
some breathing space, After all, our goals are the
same, to bring back audience w the theatres”

What distributors say

A distributor in Visakhapatmam, who sought ano-
nymity, says it's the distributor who stands o
lose more than an exhibitor when a movie flops.
“The success rate these days is 6%, We investina
miwie and we lose when it lops, The exhibitors
do not have anything to lose, They can at least be-
nefit from parking charges. The advance
amounts that they have w part with are imme-
diately returned.” To the exhibitors” demand for
implementation of a percentage system (for all
the weeks), he says this would be disadvantage-
ous for distributors,

Responding o the exhibitors' concerns, Telu-
gu Film Chambers of Commerce president Bha-
rath Bhushan says that distributors, oo, are fac-
ing problems and that the whole issue stems from
adearth of hits in the industry. “A flop movie isa
problem for everyone” The Telugu Film Cham-
ber of Gt Formed ittee of 30
members, comprising distributors, exhibitors
and producers, to work out a solution amenable
for all. The report is expected soon. Bharath
Bhushan says a decision regarding the demands
wiould be taken after a meeting with the stakehol-
ders on June 23 and 24,
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Fire on waters

Inclia’s maritime firefighting capabilities
are standing up 1o the test

he Indian coust needs o be protected

against three types of major peacetime

muritime sceidents involving merchant
ships: sinking of merchant ships, causing the loss
of cango, disruption of maritime teaffic, and envi-
ronmental damage; fire onboard merchant ves-
sels that can seriously threaten not just the envi-
ronment but also life and property on the coast;
and oil spills, The recent fire onboard MV Wan
Hai 503, that started with explosions when the
ship was some 44 nautical miles off the Azhikkal
coast in Kannur, Itmzlu nn_lum- 8, has been sug-
cessfully hs of the ship
showed au)l;lelallnl‘mmkeul‘h’rmn white, grey
and black colours billowing out, indicating that
muiny subatances were burning, The cargo manif-
est showed that more than 140 of the 1,754 con-
tainers had various types of hazardous cargo.
Coast Guard officials report that the raging Wan
Hai had started drifting dangerously towards the
coast even as firefighting was on and the sea re-
mained rough under monsoon conditions. A tow
rope was passed onto the ship but it snapped. An
Indian Navy helicopter flew in to airdrop a sal-

vage team and pass a wire rope that was made of

steel, which was then used to tow the ship 45
nautical miles away from the coast where the
depth is nearly ene kilometre, The owner of the
vessel pitched in by commuandeering tugs
through their agents. Wan Hai does not pose an
immediate danger to the Indian coast now,
Smoke is still seen from the ship and there are hot
spots, but it is now up to the ship owner to sal-
“\fzge the vessel after completely putting out the
re.

Most of the patrol vessels, the workhorse of

the Coast Guard, are now fitted with firefighting
equipment since firefighting is a key mandate of
the agency. While hazardous cargo on containers
are indeed a major fire hazard, a more severe fire
hazard is oil, Gas-carrying merchant ships are
perhaps the greatest fire and explosion hazands,
Nightmare scenarios that can bring the world o
its knees involve gas carrier accidents at choke

oints such as the Suez Canal or the Strait of Ma-
mcea off Singapore, In 2020, the Indian Coast
Guard and Kavy successfully put out a massive
fire that broke out off Colombo on the Very Large
Crude Carrier (VLCC), New Diamond, chartered
by the Indian Oil Corporation, The VLCC was car-
rying 2,70,000 twnnes of erude ol and bound for
Paradip in Ocisha. That these ships were structu-
rally intact despite week-long infernos is a testa-
ment as much to the maritime firefighting capa-
bilities of Incia as the sdvanced design, materials

and construction of the ships, Quick salvage of

sunk ships and fighting oil spills, which require
quick, extensive and close multi-agency coordi-
nation, are the other areas where India needs to
build and demonstrate more expertise,

Mind the gap
India needs o ensure women's

participation in policymaking
i has dropped two points from its posi-
l tiom last year in the World Economic Fo-
rum's Global Gender Gap Index report,
holding at 131 out of 148 countries. The parity
seore is just 64.1%, making it among one of the
lowest-ranked couniries in South Asia, according
to the report released last week. The Index mea-
sures gender parity in a country across four as-
pects - economic pu-l"tl(.lmhun and opportunity;
educational atainment; health and survival, and
political empowerment. While the performance
of India in three of the four dimensions is either
stable or has marginally improved, the significant
lack of achievement in the fourth weighs down
the overall result. The report says, in the econom:
e participation and opportunity category, India
has by +0.9 perces ts. The par-
ity in estimated earned income rises from 28.6%
to 29.9%, positively impacting the subindex
score, the report said. Scores in labour foree par-
ticipation rate remained the same (45.9%) as Lst
vear - India’s highest achieved to date. In the
educational attainment and health and survival
categories, the scores have been driven up by
positive shifts, It is in the political Empowerment
eategory that India records a drop in parity, since
the lust evaluation. Female representation in Par-
liament fell from 14,7% to 13.8% in 2025, lowering
the indicator score for the second year in a row
below 2023 levels, Also evaluated was the share
of women in ministerial roles, which fell from
6.5% to 5.6 %, continuing the sinking trend since
2023,

The path ahead is obwious - consolidate and
my the gains and make efforts to set right
the lacunae with policies and political will. India
has had a long, shameful tussle on this issue as it
toyed with the idea of increasing representation
for women in polity. The controversial Women's
Regervation Bill was sl i 2023, 27 years af-
ter it was first introduced in 1996, The Bill has
been visited upon by many charades, was

More ‘mind space’ for India in America’s imagination

hy is there no ‘Schwarzman
Scholars' programme for India?
Why does & country of 1.4 billion
people - an ancient civilisation, a
cynamic economy, a nuclear power, and a key
player in the Indo-Pacific - still appear marginal
in the priorities of elite American i
The unuwt lies not merely in policy lag but in
perception, psychology, and deeply embsedded
narratives that continue to shape the West's
engagement with Asia,

‘l‘be Schwarzman Schnlarl Pprogramme

nan Scholars
qum_hud in 2016 and based at Bedjing's Tsinghua
University, was explicitly modelled after the
Rhodes Scholarship (founded in 1902), Its mission
is ambitious: to cultivate a future generation of
wlobal leaders, deeply familiar with China's
aystems, strategic worldview, and societal
aspirations. That no such equivalent programme
exists for India is mot an accident, It is the
culmination of decades of lopsided intellectual
investment — one that privileges China as
essential, and views Indlia, at best, as p‘.-nphual

This Wit | I
Harold R, Isaacs in his seminal work, Seratches on
Our Minds: American Images of China and India
(1958), lsnacs uncovered the psychological
residue — “scratches”, as he termed them - left
on American consciousness by media, education,
misskonary engagement, and diplomatic
narratives, China boomed large in this
imagination: revolutionary, mystical, dangerous,
promising. India, by contrast, was filtered
through colonial British lenses: remaote, spiritual,
chaotic, and, ultimately, less urgent.

Ewen today, these scratches endure, India is
often misunderstood, misrepresented, or, more
often, simply missing in the framewaorks that
shape western elite understanding, The Cold
War's bipolar logic left India unmoored in
American strategic thinking, China was a site of
ideclogical competition, and later, & partner in
global capitalism. India, non-aligned and
self-reliant, never fit the template, Its democracy
attracted rhetorical admiration, but its strategic
ambivalence dampened deeper interest,

This selective seduction continued into the 21st
century. China masterfully framed its rise as an
opportunity — and the West was psychologically
prepared o believe it. Scholars such as Australian
sinologist Stephen FitzGerald described in the
19808 how the West “wanted China to succeed” —
economically, politically, even ideclogically,
China offered a compelling, seductive narrative of
transformation: poverty to prosperity, isolation 1o

Mirupama Koo
s # foamnar Foreign
Secretary and
Ambassador to the
United States

India needs o
ensure thae it
captures
intellectual
space In the
American
Imaginatkon,
and 15
understood on
fts own erms

globalisation, authoritarian control with capitalise
efficiency. Western business leaders, academics
and policymakers were drawn in. Programmes
such as Schwarzman were not just reflections of
China’s pull ~they were symptoms of the West's

st first invest in the institutional foundation,
Tsingghua University, where Schwarzman is
housed, is not just a campus, It is a a brand, a
node of state-backed ambition with global
recogni India has i of e =

and intellectual o be the Indian Institutes of Technology, Indian
seduced, Institutes of Management, and emerging liberal
Inclia never d such i It arts ities such as Ashoka and Krea - but
emerged from colonialism with a focus on none as yet combine academic prestige,

sovereignty and self-reliance, It rebuffed bloc

pull, palicy e and

palitics, avoided s, and

slowly and unevenly. lts strengths - plumli-suc
democracy, entrepreneurial disspora, and
cultural richness — did not easily translate into
strategic urgency or narrative cohierence for the
West, While the Chinese state invested heavily in
soft power — through Confucius Institutes, think

¥ pic momentum at the scale required.
This must change. India needs a globally
oriented, strategically empowered acudemlt
platform that can host and nurture the next
generation of world leaders - Indian and foreign
= whao understand India not just as a subject of
study but as a site of leadership, Creating such an

tanks, cultural , AT
partnerships - india’s outreach was mndust.
sporaie, and often bureaucratically constrained,

The problem with India-focused research
Even within American academia, the difference is
stark, China Studies enjoys robust institutional
suppart across wp universities. With a few
exceptions, India-focused research, by contrast,
is fragmented, often subsumed under South
Asian or Posteolonial Studies, with an emphasis
on religion, amhm;mlnggum' classical languages,
These are critical fields, but do ot capture the
lure of a civilisational state and a modern India
that is shaping global technology, space
innovation, climate policy, and strategic affairs.
India appears in headlines, but rarely in syllabi,
The consequences are serious, Fulun

1 will reuine will, private
p-tal academic autonomy, and long-term
wvision.

Narrative matters

Inilin alsor needs w project its narrative with
much more feeling and conviction, The Chinese
have always felt they are a ‘chosen” people. The
world, from Napobeon, has felt the same. India is
the Cinderella in this story, Strategic restraint and
ambiguity has served Indian diplomacy in many
arenas, but silence can be mistaken for absence
and risk-aversion for reticence and a lack of
confidence, Narrative matters, Global leadership
today is as much about shaping perceptions as it
is about GDP or military muscle, That means
calling out outdated framing, investing in
storytelling, and elaiming intellectual space with
conlich The refrain of a rising GDP [ifting all

American leaders, whether in dip

business, or policy, are not being lralrlcd ]
understand India in its full complexity, The
persistence of reductive tranmrt-s. such as 1J1|.
obd hy of "India-Pak

d.l!llm't strategic thinking. LS. PnL-udLm Drmald
Trump's repetitive remarks about mediating
between India and Pakistan are not just personal
galfes. They reflect institutional inertia, a filure
tov update mental maps to match geopolitical
reality.

And here lies a paradiox: {’wﬂ as India’s
importance is rising, its visibility in American
intellectual and philanthropic crcuits remains
limited, The absence of a ﬂuﬁsl!ﬂ-) fellowship akin
to Schwarzman is both a symbol and a cause of
this gap. Such a programme would not just serve
India's interests; it would meet a growing demand
among global youth for deeper engagement with
the world's largest dmnmw:y its challenges,

and
But for such a fellowship lu succeed, India

boats, of International Yoga Days, will not just do.
Every few blocks in an American city you will find
a yoga studio and an Indian restaurant. But does
that change the power scene for India?

Ultirmutely, the battle for influence is not only
fought in the corridors of power o in street
corners, but is also shaped in classooms,
fellowships, research centres, and campus
conversations. 1f India wants tw be understood on
its own terms, and not just as a counterweight w
China or a bystander in someone else’s story, it
must be present in the places where ideas are
formed and futures imagined,

Thee seratches on our minds can be healed, but
nit with silence, They require vision, voice, and a
story compelling enough o inspire the next
generation of global leaders, A Schwarzman-style
fellowship in Indin would not just be a corrective,
Tt would be a declaration that India is no longer
content to be studied at a distance. It wants to be
known, on its own terms,

India needs a sincere aircraft accident investigation

na country where every life lost in an aireraft

accident should result in justice,

transparency, and reform, we find ourselves,
imstead, battling a system that is seemingly
designed 1o obscure the tnuth,

On paper, India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIR) is a stamutory and
wutonomens imvesdgative bod |,n In reality, it is
anything but independent, 11 functions as an
office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), the
wvery same authority that oversees airlines,
regulates aviation throagh the Directorate
General of Civil Avigtion (DGCA), and, crucially,
appoints the leadership of the AAIB and the
DGCA, This structure presents an apparent
conflict of interest. In railway accidents,
nvestigations are typically carried out by the
Commissioner of Railway Safety or, occasionally,
a judicial authority, and not by the Ministry of
Railways, Although, technically, under the \du(‘A
the C iss is functionally
railway operators, this ensures that those ruJ'mIm1
traing are not the ones investigating the
derailments, But in aviation, the MoCA controls
airline of fons and accident i

Stop the firefighting

The accident on June 12, 2005, at Ahmedabad was
not just an operational occurrence, It was a
full-fledged aircraft accident that should serve as
a wake-up eall. Is India's aviation safety
framework keeping pace with its exponential
growth? There have been a number of helicopter
crashies, accidents involving flying schools, there
was a weather-related incident in May 2025 that
affected a Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo flight, and, in
wddition, troubling ground hancling lapses, that
imelude the cancellation of ground handler Celebi
Aviation's permit over security concems, These
are not isolated incidents but point o something
more profound, Are we identifying and fixing
risks before they become headlines? Or are we
merely reacting? We cannot keep firefighting, We
need a system that prevents failures, and not just
manages the damage,

The high-level committee appointed to
nvestigate the Air India AITI crash must go
beyomnd reviewing a single event, It must
recognise that India's aviation ecosystem has
cutgrown the current National Civil Aviation
Paolicy (NCAP), In a complete revamp of the
NCAP, ‘safety’ should be deeply woven into every
and decision, That is how

blocked at every turm, and the path w li
tion of the goal was lined with menumental impe-

diments. The present Act reserves one third of

the seats for women in Parliament and the State
legislatares, but will only be implemented from
2029, after the completion of the Censuws, and the
delimitation exercise. But India climbing up the
ranks of a global index should be only secondary
o achieving a rounded, applause-worthy, gender
parity structure within the country, There is, al-
5o, mothing keeping political parties from increas-
ing women's participation in the electoral pro-
cess, even before the law necessitates it.
o

B 1 ap

s an aviaticn safety
expert, author, and
Rayal Aeronautical
Society Fellaw,
plonesring human
factors and cultural

Integratian in avistian

India does not
lack the lent
or the wols w
Investigate alr
accldents; what
It lacks 1s
Institutional
courage 1o el
the truth

we prepare for the responsibilities that come with
being one of the largest aviation markets in the
world,

A report that told inconvenient truths

The Air Marshal K, Seth Committee Report in
1997 was India's most honest and far-reaching
review of aviation safety. But it was quictly buried
because it wld the truth, It highlighted key
systemic flaws: fragmented oversight; lack of
independence; inadequate training and
resources, and regulatory capture. These isswes
remain largely unresolved, Any new committee
must reckon with these truths and not repeat the
pattern of superficial reviews and buried reports.

Too many accident reports have intermal
contradictions. In an accident in 2000, that
claimed the life of a former Union Minister, ‘entry
it the cloud” was cited as the cause, while the
meteorology section confirmed that there were
no elouds around, Was it a mistake or does it
point to something else? Overloading was evident
in the Indian Airlines crash (1C491) in Aurangabad
in 1993, Yet, the final report did not spell it out so
clearly. This writer has pursued data for years in
another case of suspected overlonding on an Air
Indin Express flight (IXG11), in October 2018, from
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu to Dubai, only to be denied
aceess, What is being protected?

The Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rubes, 2007 make one point clear - that
the purpose of an investigation is to prevent
future accidents, and not tw assign blame. Yet,
law enforeement and courts routinely misuse the
AAIBs fincings, The police, licking the u:rerliu-
and jurisdiction in aviation matters, rely almost
entirely on the AAB's reports, treating them as
conclusive. The AATR's Andings are meant for
sufety learning, and not legal prosecution, When
these reports are interpreted outside their
technical scope, truth becomes a casualty.

officers with aviation
treat the AAIR's “probable cause” as a legal
wverdict. The judiciary focuses on what is
immediately visible, while the AAIB is meant to
dig deeper. But both often end up blaming the
pilot, the case is closed and the truth is left
behind,

Why is pilot error so often the conclusion?
Becawse it is convenient, Legally, it simplifies
matters. From an insurance standpoint, a
conclusion of pilot error helps expedite payouts,
It closes the loop quickly, shielding other

accountable entities - airlines, maintenance
providers, and air traffic control, from scrutiny.
The pilot becomes the system's scapegoat, even
in death.

A front to protect people
Too aften, accident investigations in India are

o protect aned not the
pmpft they serve, The MoCA holds all the levers,
policy, regulation, n]mmntrnmu and
mvestigations, With that much contral, real
accountability becomes a myth, Each time a
family receives a hollow, contradictory report
instead of honest answers, the system not only
fails but also breaks faith. At times, the structure
is 5o well-insulated from responsibility that it has
perfected the art of geting away with murder -
through delay, dilution and the quiet deletion of
truth,

The International Civil Aviation Organization's
State Safety Briefing (2022) says that India has
had zero fatal accidents recently. But 21 lives were
bost in the Kozhikode air crash in August 2020.
Ther inthe and
those of the committee o review the accident
report huve not been implemented duly. There is
no accountabdlity. No systemic change. Just
silence. India cannot claim global leadership in
aviation while hiding behind data, Absolute safety
comes from integrity,

These are the steps needed. First, move the
AAE and DGCA o an independent stanstory
by that mE;ns to Parligment. Second, stop
huving parallel committees that bypass or
undermine established investigntive bodies.
Third, take legal steps to prevent the AAIB's
findings from being used in criminal trials unless
independenty validated. Fourth, amend Rule
19033 of the Alreraft Rules, 1937, which holds the
powers o penalise a pilot for any mistake. There
s a need to protect a pilot with a genuine
no-blame culture, unbess gross negligence is
proven. Fifth, appoint an independent
ombudsman to review how sccident reports have
been handled and mishandled,

It is not that India lacks the talent or the tools
o investigate secidents, What it lacks is the
imstitutional courage to tell the truth, Therefore,
this writer's plea. Have an honest, sincere aireraft
accident investigation; one that shows that India
wvatlues truth and precious lives over image. Let
that be India's legacy for those lives lost, not only
in the skies but also in the silence,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A troubling trend reflects a troubling trend — | inclusion of a traditional certain political

| write this letter as the the politicisatien of cultural lamp and an image of organisation, Raj Bhavan
Additional Private Secretary | and national symbols. What | Bharat Mata, Although the even suggested an

to the Governor of Kerala, should have been a objection to the lamp was alternative image — Bharat
The controversy over the dignified state event turned | withdrawn, the image of Mata holding the national

image of Bharat Mata at a
World Envirenment Day
function held at Raj Bhavan

into a needless flashpoint
when the Agriculture
Department objected to the

Bharat Mata was rejected
on the grounds that it was
allegedly associated with a

flag. Participation in the
floral tribute programme
was made voluntary, Yet,

*
e

citing vague “protocol’, the
pevernment called it off
altogether, Governar
Arlekar's response was P, Sreel
measured; for him, Bharat
Mata is above all politics,
That this image is now
being rejected not out of

reason, but political
insecurity, signals a drift
from our civilisational roots.

Thinsvananthapuram

Letters emalled 1o
letters@thehingu,co.in

must cary the postal address,
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Inlia has long been the werld's go-to supplier for generic druggs, but a5 Al sweeps through the global life sciences industry, there's a sense samething much bigger & in the works. REUTERS

Al and biomanufacturing: can the
policies match our ambitions?

When an Al model is used to control a bioreactor, how do we know that its reliable? Who checks that the data it was rained on is representative of
India’s diverse conditions, or that it won't make a catastrophic error if something unexpected happens? These are matters of public trust and safety

Deepakshi Kasat

ndia stands at a pivotal juncture in
+ l quest to harness artificial

elligence (Al) for biotechnology
inmovation. On one hand, initiatives
like the BioE3 Policy and the India&l
Mission reflect a bold vision to position
the country as a ghobal leader in Al-driven
biomamufacturing and ethical Al
development. On the other, fragmented
regulations and lagging safeguards
threaten to undermine this progress. As
India races to capitalise on Al's
transformative potential, a critical
question emerges: can it balance
ambition with accountability?

India’s biomanufacturing sector is
abuzz with possibilities. For decades, the
country has been the world's po-to
supplier for generic medicines and
vaccines, a reputation it has built on
scale, cost, and reliability. But now, as Al
sweeps through the global life sciences
industry, there's a sense that something
much bigger is in the works, Many
muodern biomanufacturing facilities
already have robots running precision
tasks, biosensors streaming real-time
data, and Al models quietly optimising
everything from fermentation to
packaging.

DNA of biomanufacturing

Biocon, one of India’s largest
biotechnology firms, is integrating Al to
improve drug screening and its biologics
manufacturing processes. By leveraging
Albased predictive analytics, Biocon will
enhance the efficiency of fermentation
and quality control, reducing production
costs while maintaining global standards,
Similarly, Bengaluru-based Strand Life
Sciences uses Al in genomics and
persomalised medicine, helping accelerate
drug discovery and clinical diagnostics.
Their platforms use machine learning to
analyse complex biological data, making
it easier to identify drug targets and
predict treatment responses. These
efforts illustrate how Al is already
reshaping biomanufacturing and
healtheare delivery in India.

It’s not just about swapping out people
for machines. Al is transtorming the very
DNA of biomanufacturing. Imagine 2
production line where sensors feed
thousands of data points every second
into an Al system that can spot the
faintest hint of trouble, like a temperature
drift, a pH blip or a subtle change in cell
growth. Before a human operator even
notices, the Al predicts a deviation,
tweaks the process, and keeps the batch
on track. Digital twins, which are virtual
replicas of entire manufacturing plants
allow engineers to run simulations, test
changes, and foresee problems without
ever touching a real fermenter.

The result? Fewer failed batches, less
waste, and products that consistently
meet the gold standard for quality. Fora
cM

K

country like India, where every rupee and
every dose counts, these gains can be
transformative.

Interesting and complicated

The Government of India has dearly
recognised this potential. The BioE3
Palicy, rolled out in 2024, is a playbook
for the future. The policy lays out plans
for state-of-the-art biomanutacmring
hubs, biofoundries, and “Bio-Al Hubs™
that will bring together the best minds in
science, engineering, and data. There's
real money on the table too, with funding
and grants designed to help startups and
established players alike leap from the lab
bench to the market shelf.

Equally important is the IndiaAl
Mission, which is working alongside
BioE3 to ensure India’s Al revolution is
both innovative and ethical. The Mission
is as much about building techmical
capacity as about building trust. By
supporting projects that focus on
explainable and responsible Al — such as
efforts to reduce algorithmic bias or
frameworks for “machine unlearning” —
the Mission is helping set the standards
for how Al should be developed and
deploved in sensitive sectors like health
and biotechnology.

But here's where things get interesting
and complicated. While India's ambitions
are sky-high, its regulatory framework is
still catching its breath. The rules that
povern how new drugs, biologics, and
manufacturing processes come to market
were written for a different era. Today™s
Al-driven systems don't always fit neatly
into those boxes. For example, when an
Al model is used to control a bioreactor
or predict the yield of a vaccine batch,
how do we know it's reliable? Who checks
that the data it was trained on is
representative of India’s diverse
conditions, or that it won't make a
catastrophic error if something
unexpected happens? These aren't just
technical questions. They are matters of
public trust and safiety.

Risk-based, context-aware
Globally, the rules are changing. The
European Union's AT Act, effective since
August 2024, classifies Al tools into four
risk tiers. High-risk applications like
genetic editing face strict audits while the
LS. FDA's 2025 puidance mandates a
seven-step framework for Al credibility.
These models emphasise two things India
lacks: context-specific risk evaluation and
adaptive regulation. For instance, the
FDA's 'Predetermined Change Contral
Plans” allow iterative Al updates that are
critical for evolving cancer therapies
without compromising safety. India needs
this kind of risk-based, context-aware
oversight as it moves from pilot projects
1o full-scale, Al-powened manufacturing.
Picture an Indian biotech startup that
develops an Al platform to optimise
enzyme production for the specialty

»

chemicals industry. This sector is already
worth $32 billion (2.74 lakh crore) and
growing fass. If this Alis trained only on
data from large, urban manufacturing
sites, it might fail to account for the quirks
of smaller plants in semi-urban or rural
areas, like differences in water quality,
ambient ternperature or even local power
fluctuations.

Without clear standards for dataset
diversity and model validation, the tool
could recommend process tweaks that
work beautifully in Bengaluru but flop in
Baddi. The result: lost revenue, wasted
resources, and a blow to India's
reputation for quality. This is why the
context of use and credibility assessment
that are core pillars in the FDA's approach
are s0 important. We need to be clear
exactly what question the Al is answering,
how it's being used, and how strict our
oversight should be, depending on the
risks involved.

Of course, biomanufacturing is cnly
one piece of the puzzle. Imagine a future
where India not only supplies 60% of the
world's vaccines but also designs them
using algorithms that predict viral
mutations. A future where farmers in
Bihar receive Al-generated sdvisories to
combat pest outhreaks and patients in
rural Tamil Nadu are diagnosed by tools
trained on India's genetic diversity. This
isn’t science fiction - it’s the promise of
Al-driven biomanufacturing, a field where
India is making bold strides. Yet beneath
this optimism lies a critical question: can
our policies keep up with science?

With great power comes...
The intersections are multiplying. In drug
discovery, Al platforms can screen
millions of compounds in silice, slashing
the time and cost needed to find new
treatments. Molecular design tools are
hel ping researchers finetune drug
candidates for maximum efficacy and
minimal side effects. Clinical trials that
were once notorious for delays and
mefficiencies are being streamlined by Al
systems that optimise patient recruitment
and trial design, making studies faster
and more representative. Even the supply
chain is getting an upgrade: Al-powered
predictive maintenance keeps
manufacturing ines humming, while
demand forecasting ensures that
medicines reach the right place at the
right time, reducing shortages and waste.
Another unique application of Al is
Wipro's work in developing Al-powered
sodutions for pharmaceutical companies
to streamline drug discovery. By
combining machine learning algorithms
with computational biology, Wipro has
helped reduce the time required to
identify viable drug candidates. Similarly,
Tata Consultancy Services is leveraging Al
mits ‘Advanced Drug Development’
platform, which uses machine learning to
fine-tune clinical trials and predict
treatment outcomes. These applications

As Al [11] r role
in inventing new molecules and
processes, questions about
inventorship, data ownership,
and licensing are bec more
urgent. Without clear,
harmonised policies, the risk of
stifling innovation or ending up
in costly bariles

demonstrate how Al is not just confined
to manufacturing but is transforming the
entire healthcare value chain, from
research to patient care. These
innovations also indicate India’s potential
to lead the way in Al-powered healthcare
solutions.

But with great power comes great
responsibility and a host of new
challenges. Data governance is a big one.
Al models are only as good as the data
they're trained on, and in a country as
diverse as India, that's no small feat. The
Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023
is a start, but it doesn’t address the
specific needs of Alin biomanufacturing,
like ensuring that datasets are clean,
diverse, and free from hidden biases.
Intellectual property is anather thorny
issue. As Al begins to play a bigger role in
inventing new molecules and processes,
questions about imventorship, data
ownership, and licensing are becoming
more urgent. Without clear, harmonised
paolicies, the risk of stifling innovation or
ending up in costly legal battles persists.

Create, not just copy

S0, what’s the way forward? First, India
needs to move quickly towards a
risk-based, adaptive regulatory
framework. This means defining the
context of use for every Al tool, setting
clear standards for data quality and
model validation, and ensuring ongoing
oversight as systems evolve.,

Second, India needs to imest in
infrastructure and talent — and not just in
the metropolitan cities but across the
COUniry.

T‘|||n:| it needs to foster a culture of
collaboration, bringing together
regulators, mdusn'y,acadmia. and
international partners to share best
practices and sobve problems together.

1f the country gets this right, the
rewards are enormous. India's legacy in
generic drug manufacturing is secure but
the future belongs to those who can
harness the power of Al to create, not just
copy. With the right policies, the right

people, and the right priorities, there's no
reason why the next great leap in
biomanufacturing shouldn't come from
India. The world is watching and the time
toact is now.

kshi Kasat is a scientist with
Ghm‘i‘nurhmme in California.
deepakshikasat@email. com)

Sarcopenia contributes to frailty, slow recovery,
and hospital readmissions in older adults. aus
CALVERT/LINSFLASH

Common
molecule offers
clue to making
old muscles
young again
s i

As we age, it gets harder to recover from a
fall, injury or even a tough workout
because the body’s muscle-repair system
starts to falter. Muscle stem cells (MuSCs),
the in-house repair crew, stop dividing
and rebuilding tissue, losing their ability
o respond to damage.

A study in Cell Stem Cell on June 12
suggested this decline may be reversible.
The key isn’t some futuristic therapy but a
molecule already used in hospitals today.

Researchers found that five daily
injections of prostaglandin E2 (PGE2), a
compound invalved in inflammation and
used dinically to induce labour, restored
muscle stem cell function in aged mice.
After treatment, older mice regained the
ability to regenerate damaged muscle:
their musdle fibres grew larger, muscle
mass increased, and strength improved
by about 20% compared to their
untreated peers.

The findings are important because
PGEZ is naturally produced in the body,
particularly after injury. It signals MuSCs
o Start repairs in young muscle, but in
older tissue this signal fades, leaving stem
cells inactive even when needed. After
PGEZ treatment, aged stern cells “woke
up,” resumed dividing, participated in
tissue repair, and helped restore the
animals’ muscle strength. Remarkably,
these effects lasted at least two weeks
beyond the treatment window, suggesting
more than just a temporary boost.

Even more strikingly, the outcome held

Five dailv injections of
prostaglandin E2, a compound
involved in inflammation and
used clinically to induce labour,
restored muscle stem cell

function in aged mice

true outside the body. When aged stem
cells were treated with PGEZ for just 48
hours in the lab and transplanted into
injured muscle, they formed new tissue at
levels comparahle to young stem cells.
Imaging showed that these treated cells
engrafted robustly, persisted for weeks,
and even expanded in response to
subsequent injury — evidence that PGE2
acted directly on the cells themsebves, not
just their emironment.

To understand how, the team
examined molecular changes inside the
cells. PGE2 reapened regions of the
genome that had become inaccessible
with age. It also dialled down a
stress-related pathway called AP, which
becomes overactive in aging MuSCs. The
molecule reset the cells” mternal
programmes, allowing them to act more
like their younger selves.

The study adds to an ongoing shift in
how scientists think about ageing. For
years, researchers believed age-related
decline in muscle repair was driven
muinly by the environment around stem
cells, such as inflammation or scar tissue.
But this work adds to evidence that stem
cells themselves carry reversible, internal
changes, opening the door to therapies
that rejuvenate cells directly.

The relevance goes far beyond the lab.
Sarcopenia affects millions and
contributes to frailty, slow recovery, and
hospital readmissions in older adults.
There are no approved therapies that
restore MuSC function. The new study
suggests a brief intervention could one
day support healing in such situations.

By showing that stem cell aging isn't
irreversible, this study also opens a new
fromtier.

{Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training and science commumicatar
from Delhi.
anirban. gemetics@south.duac.in)
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Blocked channels

Rate cuts done, monetary transmission must improve

he fall in India’s consumer price inflation

print to 2,82 per cent in May appears to

vindicate the Monetary Policy Committee's
(MPC’s) latest stimulative, growth-plus policy. But
Governor Sanjay Malhotra also indicated that after
these front-loaded cuts (in repo rate and cash reserve
ratio}, monetary policy would have little room to
undertake further easing — unless the incoming data
change.

Even so, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) can
ensure that monetary easing aids the
economy, by focusing on policy rate
transmission, Studies show that monetary
policy actions in India rake two to three
quarters to impact output, with a partial
pass-through of rate cuts, Economists
recognise three main channels through
which monetary transmission works, The
firstis the interest rate and credit channel,
where cheaper cost of funds and more
liquidiry impels lenders to step up eredit and
lower lending rates, stoking consumption,
Transmission through this channel works
best when bank balance sheets are in good
shape — as they are now. The second channel
is through asset prices, where lower interest
rates spur households toinvest in homes and
companies to buy fixed assets. Three, lower
rates trigger currency depreciation, making
imports cheaper and exports more
competitive, aiding GDP growth, In India, of
these three channels, two are unlikely to be
effective in the near term. With households
hamstrung by slow income growth and
companies by low demand visibiliry, lower
interest rates alone are unlikely to spur
investments, A depreciating rupee may not
stimulate exports, amid tariff threats and
geopolitical uncertainty.

The best bet for quick monetary
rransmission at this juncture is the interest
rate channel to boost consumption. RBI data
onlending and deposit rates of banks until
end-May suggests that the transmission of
rate cuts by banks in this easing cvcle has
been nobetter than in previous cycles.
Berween February 1and May 31, 2025, as the
MPC cut rates by 50 basis points and RBI
opened the taps of liquidiry, banks' weighted
average lending rate on new loans fell by just
six basis points and legacy loans by 17 basis
points, Weighted average interest rates on
new deposits fell by 26 basis points, but
legacy deposits saw almost no change in
their costs. [t remains to be seen if graded
CRR cuts kicking in from September manage
to accelerate deposit rate cuts, which hold
the key ro lending raves. On the lending side,
the advent of External Benchmark-based
Lending Rate (EBLR] loans which use the
reporate as their peg have speeded up the
pace of transmission in some pockets of the
credit market.

Here, private sector banks have widely
adopred EBLR loans, with 86 per cent of
their loan book now repo-linked, but public
sector banks still have over half of their loan
hooks pegged to the MCLR (Marginal Cost
of Funds-based Lending Rate). This results
in tardy transmission. EBLR is also used
mainly inhome loans, Nudging banks and
NBFCs toadopt EBLR lending may improve
MONELary transmission.

FROM THE VIEWSROONM.

Overboard on social media

Sindhu Hard various likely causes of the horrific

crash. The engagement-linked

ocial medialsafunnyworld  payout models of social media

that lets you be who you platforms also give them an

wanttobe dependingonthe  additional push to make cheir
news cycle of the day. One day conrent sengarional.
people are narional security Given thatan overload of
experts, It'a time to wear content iswhat drives media
geopolitical specialists hat business models today, the
another day, and these days, e:(permalealmﬁndmgalarger

[ darl h . platfi flate thed
Tﬁemiqml\insmednn self-importance. Evenas(hn

Just grief when it comes toan content is feeding the hu
airline mishap. It unites peoplets conapleacy theorlsts, itisalso
come wpwith varied likely i ing those who are grappling
theories and pur themouttherein  with the ragedy.
a bid to provide answers before Dothese theories helpthe
the experts do. We saw it happen families mowrning their loved
inthe cage of Malaysia Alrlines ones? Will these help them as they
MH370, whose disappearance navi Dedaeircvwnhasgageuf
a'lmu:?i 1 years agy i ne qms?
of the world's greatest aviation these theories o play
myz(eriesand%\r::lmplred mlemuﬂke(hﬂ:isn];‘mn&:zny
decumentaries, easier?

Ag we all wait for experts to Yes, freedom of speechis

decipher the Black Box of Air India  important but it will be great if
flight AL171, thereis nodearthof  self-professed experts understand
experts today leveraging social that with freedom also comes

media plarforms tolist out the responsibilicy.

Dealing with Chi

ina’s coercion

GEAR UP. China’s economic coercion is a ‘critical’ tool blending trade, technology, and geopolitics to pressure India

F =)

nApril 2025, China's decision to
impose export controls on rare
earthelements and other critical
minerals sent shock-waves
across ghobal industries,
particularly in high-tech and green
sectors, The move, couched in national
and environmental rhetoric,
Iupil s Bedjing's leverage in
onomic statecraft.
India's $240 billion automotive
sector, heavily ndent on
Chinese-origin rare earths and

Kraljic Matrix

ility i Ftems with aver S0% Ch
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TLow supply risk, (High supply risk,

high economic impact)
Testiles, foatwear, musical

instruments, where india has ar

can build strang manufacturing

high economic impoct)
Pharma, elctrical, electronics and
industrial machinery; should farmalise:
agreements with resaurce-rich
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Umbrellas, toys, furniture; can
be sourced flexibly or
damestically praduced.

capaities. countries
NON-CRITICAL BOTTLENECK
Low suppy risk, {High supply risk,

Jaw ecanamic impact]

terma with other countries while
expanding domestic production.
Rationalising duties, streamlining GST,
and supporting downstream
manufacturing such as EV wiring and
motor parts can boost competitiveness.
Nott-critical importable items like
urnbrellas, sports L clocks and
furnirure (HSN:66, 5 91,94) can be
sourced flexibly or ‘domestical
produced. India should liberalise mining
and licensing norms under the Mines
and Minerals Act, and encourage
MSMES to plug into low-risk supply
chsins,redum lmpnn ndence and
i By aligning rrade,

Ceramics, base metal: iron
and steel; used in smaller walumes;
eritical for manufacturing, defence.

India should fast-track pacts

industrial, amlfums icy througha
Kraljlc-ln‘Eom'Led nmrlpn] ndia can
address such economic coercion in

future and rransform dependencies into

material ng i

disruptions, delsysm E‘-"cnmpnnenl:
shlpmenn stalled customs clearances,
and warnings from auro-manufacrurers
about production halts. These reatﬁrm
China’s strategic use of

Supply risks

'y
L3

DGFT issued end-wser certificates to 17
Indian

are aimed at

coerelon to shay bl s y-chains
eo]x:]mcamg::\.dm:w
Gi\ren(hismnml:.n isi Nz o

comprehend India's supply-
vulnerabilities across the sectors having
adverse economic impact.
Correspondingly, the article decodes it
uaing Kraljic Matrix, idenifyi

imparted products under four different
categories and i based

supﬁy rlsk and economic impact.

CHINA’SE COERCIVE TACTICS
China’s economic coerclon s astrategic
ool blending trade, technology, and

geupullucgwpressnre]ndn e)cplnlm
dependencies thy
disruptions (examp AP 5, cml.csl

minera]n}.infcnﬂa'l nnc(lm{!eafood
bans post-border clashes), and selective
Irvesrments that aveid zrrsnepc BECTOES.

th state-owmed fmm r.hemby
ilising supp]y—chams without
Iwmhlng formal rules and enabling
coerclon with straregic amblguity.
China's motives span several fronts:
retaliating against political stances
{example, over Taiwan or the South
China Sea), deterring supply-chain
d.iwerxifm)l:im and aﬁse?lgn'é dominance
in furure-facing technologies like
electric \fehlrﬂng. solarenergy, and
semiconductors, By mandating
exhaustive disclosures on end uses,
quantities, and product outpats, Beljing
seeks to define new norms of industrial
governance wich the ‘Middle Kingdom®
s the fulcrum of its geostrategic
statecraft. Within this schema,
economic coercmnemerges not mel'?]}'
a5 a ool of influence, bur as.an
Insrrument of techno-industreial

electronics and auto components,
dual-use infrastrucrure via BRIand
“String of Pearls," and financial exits
from firms Like Payrm and ; Zolm'[n.]t
alsoaems India's adv

s To mirigate vulnerabilities
andbuild long-term resilience, India

engages in cyber intrusions (example,
RedEcho's 2020 Backour in Murmbal).
Recent export controls on
neodymium, dysprosium, gallium and
germanium, citing vague “national
security” eoncerns, are part of this
playbook, using formal policies with
informal opacity o create plansible
deniability while exerting coercive
pressure outside WO constraints.
Selective customs delays, even after the

diplomacy. It considers items having
more than 50 per cent share of China as
asupply source.

imj include products
such as m&aﬁtimlingtgdiemg,
elecrrical, electronics and industrial
machinery (HSN:29,83 84, 85). Theae
are essential to India's energy(ralmnm
industrial modernt

steategic cag les.
WAY FORWARD
India’s experience with China's mineral
coercion underscores the urgent need
for a proactive, sovereign strategy that
elevares mineral security to the level of
food and energy securicy. A cohesive
Narional Strategy for Mineral Securiry,
anchored by the €16, 300 crore Cmicla}l'
Mineral Mlssmn should inte

technol. almfeﬂp:}l. '[‘asecure
their supply, India should formalise
long-term offtake agreements with
resource-rich countries like Australia,
the DRC, and Argentina. Public sector
undest hould lead i in
overseas assets. Simulranecusly,
domestic capacities for refining, magnet

n, and bartery- material
processing should be scaled- -upunder
the oversightofa ed National
Critleal Minerals Mission.

Bottlemeck items such as ceramic
products, base metals and cermers,
glassware, and articles of iron and steel
[HSN:6%,E1, 70,73), though used in
smaller volumes, are critical for

must shift from reactive crisis responses  manufactur defence supply

o astrategie procurement approach. chains. India should fast-rrack bilareral

The Kraljic Matrix, which classifies Eels.(lnn with countries like Japan,
long the axes of supply risk and U, and the US to ensure stable

ecnnnmlc]mpac( (seeﬁgure) at'fena accexs.&:d\enmeum . prommoting

Eragity E-Was in REDY

mlnm,pndelnmnmen:.andfocun mpl\omnlcqana‘cnmpnund

India should liberalise  dependence. o e

norms under the Mines Levernge ema include G

and Minerals Act, and
encourage MSMEs to plug
into low-risk supply chains.

products, footwear and musical
insml.menm(HS\l 54,58, 60, 64,92),

R&D, ste
mnrrw'n d | |
reforms should be mmp]ememed Tya
robust diplomatic posture, leveraging
platforms like the MSP, (uad, and IPEF,
1o forge resilient supply partnerships, as
seen in India's Mol with the US for
gallium and gerranium,

Domestically, India should go beyond
extraction to build end-to-end value
chains, especially in refining lithfum,
cobalt, andrare earr.'hn. Industrial

he Vizag magnet plant
serve as scalable models. Private sector
risk can be lowered through transparent
auctions, Al-driven geological surveys,
and Innovative financing. Lastly,
embedding circular economy principles
via PLIincentives for recycling and
urban mining is equally critical.

India must take up this issue azall
geostearegic forums (BRICS, 5CO,
G-240) soliciting supply-chains free from
economic coercion. India should also
invest in materials science to develop
substitutes for rare earths, and create a
Strategic Minerals Reserve, overseen by
Enmpmledlnmr—nummmal I:uclly

hil 1into

astrategic sdvantage,

where Indiahas or can build
manufacturing capacities. These affer
room to negotiate favourable import

Thewricer s ProfessorHead, IFT Miw Delhd, Views are
parznal

Customer service in banks: Mind the behaviour gap

Focus on ‘customer protection’ and grievance redressal should not override the role of customer interaction and experience

—
5 Adikesavan

complaints evenarise,

Therefore, the DFE Secretary's
emphasis on behavioural issues is
Important from a sectoral perspective, If

ecently, M Nagaraju, Secretary,
R ment of Financial Services  customers feel reg) and welcomed,

(DFS), made surprise visitstoa much of the dissatisfaction can be
few bank branches in Delhi — posingas pte‘vemed.ﬁdmi[ ‘the entire gamut
aregular customer. In one case, he of “customer service™ isbroader and
waited an hour just to speak with the n.eedsuepamesmlywu.
branch manager, who d rions, dmely email
ona call. Similar experiences were 7 Igement of issues, i
reported inother branches he went. and a sense of art arethe first
Media coverage highlighted his concern steps in shaping customer perception. — SisE betrenceclbictier
over “behavicural” lssues and the lack of  The question here Ls: how can the gystem

" interaction with cu miake scaff warm, responsive, and the BEM'sauthority for unified

The Secreta dbanks ol ~friendly across all command. Single officer branches may
their customer service standards, rouchpoines? need addivional suppost, through
especially in how they engage with ownjoursourced human

people. Toseasoned obeervers, this is
not surprising. While many bank
branches do offer efficient service,
bankers know that customer service
needs substantial imy Ment ACross
their network. And the issue is
ownership-neurral — ereamy Layer
banking is out of the purview here.
Banks need mreallwe':hm the fecus on

AREAS NEEDING ATTENTION
Tolmprove customer experlence at
ints, banks must address
several issues, Here are a few areas
needing attention:
Low custemer-facing scaff ratio:
Onlyabnm M:lpercmmfsmﬁlnmnks

This will drive competition and
accountabiliry.

Primacy in “customer service™ in
evaluating branch heads: Branch
managers upto 40-80 tasks, often
priovitising “campaigns”, in-house
meetings and compliance over customer
service. “Customer experience” must be
a“welgl hr{:‘ performance indicator
(KPT) intheir evaluations.

Use of Al in service monitoring: AL
tools can be developed to flag
dissarisfacrion based on keywords in
customer emails or even detect bady
language through CCTV footage,
Auromared escalation of issues on this
basls can speed up resolutions,

Leadershi h

F
- Senior execurives may
ﬂumpnmddlmﬂuumnf(m frequently visit rural and semi-urban
dof Indiain Tranch vice

Codes and Standards B
the recent past needs rethinking. Inits

ﬁm-hsnd.'l‘heseareﬁoﬁenhrt

absence, there must b»

4

1w itorand

enforce service m.ndsrd.e

are din oversight.
?.em m]eramfnr misconduct: Staff

Demnnnd;e&mparedmﬂdpemem

ionally. Kec

md:mal-ﬁ:nuldlmauande(he

adlmluﬂmnw offices to

rtance of “customer 1d help correct
experience”. Even his imbal ice.
commitrees rasked with so Redefine the role of service
customer service have often used terms rs: Designate operations/service
like “customer service” and “customer mmsger:mdepuryhmnﬂlhadwm
h ihly, missing hes as “ Customer Service

protection”

the nuance. What truly matrers is how
custorners ave rreared ar the counter, via
email, or over the phone — before

Managers” with clear responsibility and
peimacy of their KPls thed to customer
satisfaction —while remaining under

systems; 1'Erms IJIm“Omhug‘man"are
not intuitive for mest customers and
mayeven be intimidatory. Simpler, more

should notbe no]emed. While the focus
should be on recraining and
impeovement, serious lapses must have

relatable lan, —like “Customer consequences that set a precedent.
Complaints Authority™ —would be Impreving customer service in banks
more effective in communicating is ot just sbout speeding up
ptné!xxseand intent. Immmn!muqnhqng_mplmnu
ustomer Service [ndesx: As faster —ir's about changing the mindser
w he K tee, on treated at every
mmabu||dandpuh‘ﬁsha~rmmm level.

Servu:e Index" to benchmark banks on
m

dand s ‘metrics,

qual

‘@ BELOW THE LINE

[

No quick-fixes

h

recert visit acrass European
coundries, it b
early deal was natin the horizonany
more. External Affairs Minister § b
abhankar recenthysaid thas
wrappg upan iz £1

Jear that an alr

b b were actuially initited

member-cauntries, to agres within qualieyr Rectual affected ind: It of praise for being the first in the

mwomanthsanafres trade package,  property, 3 d ways. Alivestock mr:-q: country tedait. As reporters went
itlimedi carban & rarkariff founder recen an kzcaticn o gauge what delivery

be atall crder. During Commerce: barriers — inanather six menths' unfarmmbed:wdupmem..\\ partners had to say, many af them
o I b Piyush I time. TF A w.lsnb:l!ﬂ:d in wereall prase for the pod, which

helps th suchas
air-canditioning, seating, drinking

Donald Trump's erratic tariff palicies
giving enough reasons ta many of

tive gaveranaet gl everyt

fusicn of
Inclize LI Free Trade Agreement
(FTi) negotiatians, india had
expressed hopes in May afarrhing at
aquick early harvess trade package
with the EL, passifily by July, But
getting the blac, comprising 27

year-end seemed feasible But the
Question nowis whether it would
indeed be passtle to get all 17
counsries plus indiaan the same.
g ondiverse issues — market
access far industrial and farm gaods,

dedeal by the LS trade pa

hagpen.
stock

consolidate tieswith other
coureries, the miracke may just

TheFall of the Sheikh Hasma
evernment in Bangladesh has

gat stuck. The buyer iz urable toda

|n|usmunkr)\;\ndwuswllmgm[und
demanstrates haw comglicated it. Homever, thefalcf  water,
icl get. With LS Presics theSheikh . Once h

. Howeyer, gig warkers:
hing  suggest an ebectric vehicle (EV)
charging peirt, too, to ersure that

dand r of the antagzenistic rmare of them make the change ta
stance of his country under Chief lectricawowheelers Others said
Acdviscr Muhammad Yunus. that while a worthy step, this step
Relief for gig workers shauld be actually taken up by the
A thee Chennai C wha

an exclusive launge for gigworkersin
Anna Magar last week, the ity wona

ge
are making huge revenue out of the
g ecanomy. Gur Bureaus
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An FIR and an angry High Court

n May i, the Madhya

Pradesh High Court

directed the State

Police to register a First
Information Report (FIR) against
Cabinet Minister Vijay Shah for
making allegedly inflammatory
remarks against Indian Army
atficer, Colonel Sofiva Qureshi.
Aghast at the Minister's remarks,
the Court directed the police to
register an FIR against him for
offences under Sections 152,
196(11ib) and 197(1)c) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, which
are related to acts endangering
national unity and promaoting
enmity between groups.

Though a criminal case was
registered against Mr. Shah on the
same date at Raikunda village
under the Manpur police station
limits in Indore (Rural) district, the
Court questioned the manner in
which the FIR was written. It said
that the FIR was "deficient in
material particulars of the actions
which constitute each of the
specific offences” and could be
“guashed on a later date”. The
Court, therefore, not only directed
the police to consider the entire
arder of May M to be read as part
af the FIR for all processes, but
also decided to monitor the probe
so that the police act fairly in
accordance with the law without
being influenced by any
EXITANEOUS Pressures,

Essential ingredients
‘While the law relating to the
quashing of an FIR is well settled,
s0 is the law relating to the
registration of a cognisable
offence. Section 171(1) of the BNS
states that “every information
relating to the commission of a
cognisable offence”, if given orally,
will be written, and if
communicated electronically, will
e taken on record by the officer
in charge of a police station. So,
information pertaining to
commission of a cognisable
offence must be written in the FIR.
It is commen for the police o
reproduce the main complaint in
the FIR if the complaint is given in
writing. Even in a case where

RV

Farmer IPS officer

The Madhya
Pradesh High
Court's harsh
comments
against the
police seem
unwarranted
and premature

preliminary enquiry is conducted
into a complaint which does not
wcontain elements of 2 cognisable
offence, the original complaint is
reproduced in the FIR along with
result of the enquiry. Therefore,
though such an FIR may run into
pages, the essential elements of an
offence are not missed out.

1t is also prudent to write

elements of the cogni: offence

“where the allegations made in
the FIR or the complaint, even if
they are taken at face value and
accepted in their entirety, do not
prima facie constitute any offence
or make out a case against the
accused”. As per the second
guideline, an FIR can be quashed
“where the allegations in the FIR
and other material, if any,

in the FIR, which form the basis
for application of various sections
of the law, because this gives the
accused an opportunity to seek
bail and apply for other
protections under the law.

There are many instances
where the FIR has been found
wanting in the ingredients of 2
cognisable offence and as a result,
relief was provided by the
constitutional courts. In Vinod Dua
v. Uniion of India (2021), the
Supreme Court, exercising its
powers under Article 32 of the
‘Comstitution, quashed the FIR
halding that “all the offences set
out in the FIR are not made out”,
In Armab Goswami v. the State of
Maharashtra (2020, it granted
bail to the appellant on the
premise that *a prima facie
evaluation of the FIR does not
establish the ingredients of the
offence of abetment of suicide™.

Quashing of an FIR

The law relating to the quashing of
an FIR is well settled. It is
intrinsically entwined with the law
relating to the writing of an FIR.
High Courts can exercise their
inherent powers under Section
528 of the BNS to quash an FIR, to
prevent abuse of the process of
any Court, or otherwise to secure
the ends of justice. However, such
powers are to be exercised
sparingly and with caution.

The Supreme Court, in State of
Haryana v. Bhajan Lal (1992), kid
down certain guidelines on the
circumstances where a High Court
can exercise its inherent powers,
The first two guidelines under
which an FIR can be quashed are
relevant to this case. The first
guideline says the inherent powers
to quash an FIR can be exercised

accompanying the FIR do not
disclose a cognisable offence,
justifying an investigation by
police othoers under Section 156(1)
of the Code except under an order
of a Magistrate within the purview
of Section 155(2) of the Code” The
Code refers to the erstwhile
Criminal Procedure Code, and
Section 155 pertains toa
non-cognisable offence. Other
situations include the allegations
made in the FIR along with the
evidence collected not disclosing
the cognisable offence, the FIR
disclosing only a non-cognisable
affence, the allegations being
absurd and inherently
improbable, the offences with
express legal bar given in the Code
ar the Act concerned, and
criminal cases manifested with
mala fide intentions.

In the case under consideration
by the M.P. High Coart, while
referring to the links of the video
of the Minister’s speech, the FIR
states that the “full order dated
14,05.2025 is enclosed”, Thus, if
the FIR is challenged for want of
sufficient material disclosing
commission of a cognisable
affence, the enclosed order of the
Court cannot be lost sight of. As
per the settled law, the FIR can be
quashed only if the Court finds the
material deficit after considering
the FIR and the enclosed material
(the court order in this case) in its
entirety.

Though it would have been
prudent for the police to indude
relevant parts of the alleged
speech which constitute offences
mentioned in the FIR, the FIR if
read in entirety, is not deficit in
the required material. Therefore,
the High Court's harsh comments
against the police seem
unwarranted and premature.

STATE OF PLAY

Mayank Kumar
mayank kumargehehindico.in

n Uttar Pradesh, political

parties are focused on

mobilising  the Other
Backward Classes  (OBCs),
which are estimated to com-
prise more than 40% of the
State's population and consist
of about 48 caste segments.
This move comes against the
backdrop of the Centre's an-
nouncement that caste enum-
eration will be part of the Cen-
s0Us in 2027,

On June 14, the Congress
began a month-long cutreach
campaign called Bhagidari
Nyay Sammelan, with the aim
of reaching out to the DBCs.
The party has started holding
conferences across the State
o raise awareness about the
declining employment oppor-
tunities for OBCs. It is also ar-
ganising village-level “chaupal’
campaigns to sensitise people
on the importance of a caste
census and an economic sur-
wvey. It plans to hold district-le-
wel marches on the need to in-
crease the reservation cap
beyond 50%. Congress leaders
have said that they will raise
caste-centric issues of various
OBC segments, such as the
Kurmis, Noniyas, Binds, Mau-
ryas, Kushwahas, Rajbhars,
Pals, Nishads, Nais, Mallahs,
and Prajapatis. The party is
confident of its OBC-centric
approach in UL, since Rahul
Gandhi's recurrent pitch for a
caste census during the par-
ty's campaign to the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections was moder-
ately successful.

Similarly, the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BS) has started or-
ganising OBC cadre camps in
various Assembly constituen-
cies across the State in a bid o
attract the OBCs, especially
groups that are extremely

A renewed OBC outreach in UP.

All the political parties are focused on wooing the numerically largest segment

ical organisations of the Non-
iya and Rajbhar OBC groups.
He promised them a slew of
progressive measures if elect-
ed to power in the 2027 As
sembly polls. Mr. Yadav also
promised to build a statue of
Maharaja  Subeldev, consi-
dered an icon by the Rajbhar
community, along the Gomti
river in Lucknow. The 5P has
constantly emphasised that it
is the party’s PDA (Pichhda,
Dalits and  Alpsankhyak -
meaning, backward castes,
Dualits, and minority commun-
ities, respectively) plank and
demand for a caste census
that has pushed the BJP go-
vernment to include caste en-
umeration in the 2027 Census.

The BJP, which has been
saying that its decision to in-
clude caste enumeration at
the national level shows the
party's push for social justice
and upliftment of the OBCs,
has been giving a lion's share
of its organisational posts to
OBC leaders. In its district pre-
sident list, announced recent-
Iy, the BJP had 25 OBC presi-
dents. Of them, five are
Kurmis, two are Lodhs, two
are Mauryas, and one each is
from the Yadav, Kushwaha,
Rajbhar, Pal, Saini, Kashyap
and Vaishya communities.
The Kurmis are numerically
significant among the OBCs;
they constitute roughly 4% of
the State's population.

Last week, former minister
and a prominent OBC face,
Swami  Prasad  Maurya,
launched a political front
called Lok Morcha. This com-
prises nine small parties, led
mastly by OBC leaders. The
parties have coined the slo-
gan, 'Jiski jitni sankha bhari,
uski utni hissedari’ (represen-
tation according to popula-
tion), which is an old cry of
OBC-centred parties. Evident-
ly. no party is leaving any
stone unturned to woo the
OBCs,

Uttar Pradesh

backward and which wsed to
vote for the party along with
Dalits in the 19905 and 20005,
The party is keen to remind
OBC voters about the welfare
measures launched for the
segment by previous BSP go-
vernments under Mayawati.
The reports of these cadre
camps will be analysed at the
party’s State headquarters.

The focus on OBCs by the
BSP, considered to be a Dalit-
centric party, is evident from
the party's choices for leader-
ship: State president Vishwa-
nath Pal, for instance, belongs
to the Gadariya (OBC) com:
munity. In 1995 and 1997,
Bhagwat Pal and Dayaram Pal,
two OBC leaders, were at the
helm of the party in the State
and played a significant role in
helping the BSP make inroads
within OBC groups and dent
the Mandal formula of the Sa-
majwadi Party (SP).

The BSP today is a shell of
its past. The party won just
one seat in the 2022 Assembly
polls and secured a vote share
of just 12.8%. Given its down-
fall, it is keen to occupy the
Oppasition space through its
OBC outreach and prevent the
SP from making the State a bi-
polar political battlefield.

The main rivals on the ULP.
political chessboard - the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJPy
and the 5P - are also making
attempts to gamer the sup-
port of these social segments.
SP president Akhilesh Yadav
recently held meetings in
Lucknow with social and polit-

New Tatlkal rules aimed at curbing bots and bulk bookings

As 60% of Tatkal tickets are bo

DATA POINT I

hit in the first 10 minutes of the booking window, the new system aims to

nuine users struggle to manually
enter their i i

NVignesh Radhakrishan

he recent changes o the
Tatkal ticket booking sys-
tem are significant and ne-
cessary. Under the new rules, OTP
authentication using Aadhaar will
be mandatory for all Tatkal book-
ings made online. Agents will be
prevented from booking Tatkal
tickets during the first 20 minutes
of the booking window. In addi-
tion, OTP authentication will be
sent to the mobile number of the
user while Tatkal tickets are being
by agents or at counters.

Aadhaar-based OTP authentica-
tion could create further delays
and uncertainty. However, the in-
bent appears o be a course correc:
tion: to plug systemic loopholes
exploited by bots and unauthor-
ised agents, and to restore faimess
in last-mimute ticket booking.

The latest move must be viewed
in the context of the rapid growth
of online train ticketing. When the
service was introduced in 2002
03, about 2 lakh tickets were
booked online. In 2003-24, the
number soared to 45.3 crore, ac
counting for nearly 83% of all tick-
ets booked on the Indian Railways
website (Chart 1). The share of
tickets booked through mobile
devices has also sharply increased
— from just 1% of online bookings
in 2014-15 to over 50% by 2023-24.

While online booking has help
reduce the long quewes at reserva-
tion counters and requires nothing
muore than a mobile phone and In-
ternet connection, it has also be-
come a double-edged sword, espe-
cially in the context of Tatkal
tickets. An internal analysis by the
Indian Railways revealed that in
the first five minutes of the Tatkal
window, up to 50% of login at-
tempts on the Indian Railway Ca-
tering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) website were made by
bots. These bots can autofill de-
tails, bypass captchas, and secure
tickets within seconds, even as ge-

o

An analysis by the Indian Rail-
ways shows just how competitive
Tatkal bookings have become, too.
For the AC class, around 5% of the
available Tatkal tickets are booked
in the first minute, 21% in the se-
cond, and another 36% over the
next eight minutes. This means
62% of all AC Tatkal tickets are
booked within the first 10 minutes
of the booking window (Chart
2A). For non-AC classes, the rush is
even sharper — nearly 66.5% of
Tatkal tickets are booked within
the first 10 minutes (Chart 2B).

In FY25, the Indian Railways de-
tected an average of 83 lakh logins
every day - a sizable share of them
during Tatkal booking hours — by

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Bots vs humans: Tatkal ticket race

and Answars

Chart 1: Number of tickets booked online in crores

Tha data for the charts were saurced from the Press |nformation Bureau, the |RCTC wabsite, IRCTC's annual reparts anc the
Rajya

Chart 3: The Rallway zone-wise split of the 17,000 fraudulent

Israeli troops kill Arab
guerillas

Tel Aviv, June 15: A four-man Arab guerilla death
squad from Lebanon attacked the frontier
settlement of Kfar Yuval to-day, seizing a house
and holding people hostage inside, before Israeli
troaps killed them in a hail of gunfire, military
sources said.

Twis members of the Family were killed and
six others, including a seven-month-old baby,
were led, an Army spol id.

The guerillas who attacked the co-operative
settlement less than a mile south of the hilly
frontier were killed by the storming troops,
about 24 hours after they attacked.

The Arab marauders shot their way into the
settlement at dawn, held an Israeli family at
gunpoint and demanded that Israel release the
Greek Catholic Archhishop of Jerusalem and

C h (W right axis} and the share of onli out of all T betwean 2019 and 2022 S
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ing atkal windows - 1164 1,050 inside Israel.
a.m-11 a.m. and 11 a.m.-noon - the 30cr, Troops then surrounded the village and
highest single-day Tatkal bookings stormed the house.
recorded that year. The scale of 0% 200 z:‘fl Formations of Isracli warplanes bombed a
:he cha.llf:;gz is.s_LamenEd 'm&d lhl‘e ; gm Cirwmal villaﬁz anli:‘:llamatT in th;a:lhm[d;;;zauf
_alEst rules are aimi a_t t taks 100 106 1,138 Rallway suut Lebanon m-_ v, 3 LE ese noe
ing bots and bulk bookings out of L= Ministry communique said.
the equation, giving individual us- Arkoub is often referred to as Fatahland,
ers a fighting chance. [ a West Cantral South Morth home of the Palestine guerilla group,

ng Ti4 East West "

The Railways have already been 200203 Patiay | s The Israeli air strike came less than one hour
ﬁ?jrm:;n':? Q‘;E“;::n Chsrt 20 The share {in %) of available AC Tatkal ticksts g m:h:ﬂmm of the guerilla raid into the
2019 and 2022, over 17,000 frau- I:rm kil "-“"'m o
dulent agents were arrested for il- w H o East
legall ing tickets and sell- 1 Coast
iﬁ’tﬁgﬁ?’;'m“‘ fum, with the 50 - Hhrdy - - A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 16, 1925
highest number of arrests report- 4 e 482 iH
ed from the Western Raibvays v ottt | 111€ Everest expedition
(Chart 3). In addition, the Rail- % B
ways have identified over 140 soft- ] Chart d: Th dl by the Raftways through these London, June 14: In an sddress at the Royal
ware tools that have been used to mﬂ"éw m,ﬁfm m,!,;z:]“ :’,":H; sources in T crore each year Geographical Sodel)_’._l.ord R_maldshay_refelring
game the system. They have also Fleod fare Premium tatkal  Tatial charges to the Everest expedition, paid a very high
deactivated more than 2.5 crore Chart 28: The share {in %} af avallable non-AC Tatkal tribute to the leadership of Bruce and Norton
suspected user IDs linked to suspi- 1;';"“‘ booked across time periods s m - 9% | L and also to the brilliance of the latter’s
cious hooking activity. 1 despatches. He reiterated that the Everest

Tatkal is an important source of B i m . b ! L dimbers were not prepared to admit their
revenue for the Railways, with ov- 60| 201830 586 1477 defeat.
er 5% of the total revenue garnered ® ik m . | He said the prospect of putting the matter to the
from three sources — Flexi fare, 021-12 . &M Im | 218 final test depended on the willingness of the
Tatkal, and Premium Tathkal. e Ty I Tibztap_GWEmmEn? to permit .mother
Chart 4 shows the amount earned N 2321 . 365 I 18 INE expedition rather than on the readiness and
by the Railways through these mm“ m"{;ﬁ% ml!;ﬂlg“ ,.“.'.'.f.’,& ahility of the Committee to organise and

sources in T crore.

despatch it.
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Number of children

Number of dead

out-of-school across

bodies received by

THE®@mHINDU

Amount approved for

Number of citizens

Number of complaints

Keshkal bypass road in

from Nepal in Israel

resolved by SEBI via

the globe

In million. The glokal
272 aut-of-school pepulation

Is now estimated to be
272 millign, over 21 million more than the
last estimate, sccording to UNESCO'S
Global Education Monitoring Team (GEM).
The repart alse noted the Impact of
conflicts on sut-of-school populations. e

Ukraine from Russia

Ukraine an
1,200

had received
anather transfer of 1,200 bodies from
Russia as part of an exchange agreement
struck in Istanbul earller this month. “In

total, 4,812 bodies have been returned this

Chhattisgarh

In T crare. The Union
307 government has

approved a four-lane
bypass road to be bullt at the cost of
7307.96 crore in Keshkal of Chhattisgarh's
Kondagaan district ta strengthen road
connectivity, a State government official

and Iran

Mepal's Foretgn
5 512 Ministry said there
9 are 5,500 Nepalese
nationals in krael and 12 in Iran, and all of
them are safe. Forelgn Minister Arzu Rana
Deuba instructed Nepal's envoys in Tel Ay

and Deha to keep in hgh priorty the

SCORES portal in May

The SEBI
4 493 Complaint
L] Redressal
Systern [SCORES) ks a platform which
facilitates investors in lodging and tracking
complaints against listed companies and
registered Intermediaries. m

week,” Ukraine's Defence Minister sald. ars

sald on Sunday. en

security of the nation's cltizens. »n
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What are flue gas desulphurisation units?

What are the different types of FGD s

The story so far:
 June 4, The Hindu reported
that a committee of experts,
chaired by Principal Scientific
Advisar (PSA) Ajay Sood, has
recommended that India do away with a
decade-long policy of mandating Flue Gas
Desulphurisation (FGD) units in all
coalfired thermal power plants (TPPs).

What is a FGD unit?
Flue gas is emitted as a byproduct of
combustion of fossil fuels. It mainky
containg pollutants such as carbon
dicside (C02), sulphur dioxide (S02),
nitrogen onides, particulate matter, etc,
FGD units specifically target the S02
fons in flue gas. SO2 is an acidic gas,
and is usually treated with a basic
compound in the FGD unit to neutralise
the pollutant. There are three common
types of FGD systems around the world -
dry sorbent injection, wet limestone
treatment, and using sea water to remove
502, The dry sorbent injection method
involves adding a powdered sorbent like
limestone to the flue gas, where it reacts
with 302, The resultant compound can be
removed by using an electrostatic
precipitator, or a fabric flter. The wet
limestone treatment method also uses
limestone to remove 502, but instead of
using it in a powdered form, it uses a
limestone slurry. Passing S02 through this
slurry results in the formation of gypsum,
which is a stable compound and has wide
applications in industries like
construction. This is the commenly wsed
technology, and has very high efficiency.
Sea water treatment is used in plants
located near coastal areas. Sea water first
absorbs 502 from flue gas, and then the
water is treated to make it suitable to be
discharged back into the sea,

Why are 502 emissions bad?
502 is one of the major greenhouse gases

e e e

that cause global warming, and can cause
respitatory problems in humans. Sulphur
dioide can also lead to the formation of
other oxides of sulphur in the
atmesphere, which can in turn react with
other compounds to form particulate
matter. “It has been established in several
modelling studies that 15% of India's
ambient PM2.5 is attributable to coal. A
significant share of this (80%) is in tum
attributable to secondary particulate
matter formed from the 502 that is
released when coal is burned. FGDs are
absolutely necessary to mitigate this route
to PM2.5 formation,” Karthik Ganesan,
Fellow and Director - Strategic
Partnerships, Council on Energy,
Environment and Water told The Hindu,

What's status of FGD units in India?
In 2015, the Union Emdronment Ministry
issued a policy that mandated all 537
coal-fired TPPs in India to install FGD
units to reduce S02 emissions. The first

stems commonly used in coalfired thermal power plants? Why are emis:
Why is the grwernment advocating for a rollback of FGDs in coal-fired power plants? What are the alternatives?

Costly eleanup: Smoke comes cut from the Tuticorin Thermal Power station in Thoothukud), PLE rHITD

deadline for this was 2018, but merely a
handful of the plants met the deadline. As
of April 2025, compliance had been
pushed to 2027, 2028, and 2029,
respectively, depending on the category
of the thermal power plant. 1t takes
around two years to install an FGD unit.
According to a government press
release dated August 1, 2024, FGD units
have been installed in only 39 out of 537
coulired TPPs in India. On December 30,
2024, the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC,
notification, pushing back
for complying with 302 emission norms
by three years without specifying any
reasons. In April 2025, a study
commissioned by the PSA's office
concluded that the Environment Ministry
shonild roll back its 2005 policy mandating
all of India’s TPPs to install FGD units.

‘Why are FGD units contentious?
llimg FGD units is a costly affair.

According to the Central Electricity
Authority, FGD costs approximately 21.2
crore per MW to install. As of April 2025,
India’s installed coal capacity stood at
2,19,338 MW, which is more than 46% of
the country’s total electricity installed
capacity. This is expected to rise in the
coming years, In his statement at a June
10 press conference, Union Power
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar said,
“About 97,000 MW of power will be
added, and implementing FGD means an
additional expense of 197,000 crore. We
‘have to consider this carefully. Neither
should health be harmed, nor people face
increased tariffs, nor warming increase.”

However, some researchens like Shruti
Sharma, Lead, Affordable Energy, at the
International Institute for Sustainable
Developrment, Bengalurii, believe that
even though “skipping FGD units may
appear to offer short-term savings, it risks
undermining India's clean air targets and
public health commitments™. "FGDs can
add up to W72 per kWh to electricity
tariffs — a cost that reflects the price of
cleaner air. Importantly, over 80% of this
increase in tariffs is due to the FGD
technology s ficed costs, and variable cost
increase Il cases less than 0.1 per
kWh. This limits the risk of volatile or
unexpected costs and makes it easier for
ies and regulators to plan and
manage the impact,” she said, Its also
tricky to gauge how FGDs make an impact
an air quality, since it depends on the
proximity of towns to power plants, "The
contribution to PM25 in Delhi, for
example, is not that significant from
eoalbased power plants but given the
levels that Delhi experiences, many
souroes have to be addressed, and
stationary sources are easier to target,”
Dir. Ganesan said.

Is there an alternative to FGD?
According to experts, no. "There is no
alternative to FGDs itself to remove 502
that is rebeased from the burning of

eoal... There is an urgent need to get these

|TPPs] compliant without delaying any
further,” Dr. Ganesan said.

sions of sulphur dioxide a threat to the planet?
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Flue gas ls emitted as a
byproduct of combustion of
foasil fuels. It mainly contains
pollutarts such as carbon
dioxide |C02), sulphur dicadde
(502), nltragen axldes,
particulate matter, etc.

-

502 s ane of the majgor
greenhouse gases that cause
global warming, and can cause
resplratory problems in
humans.

-

Installing FGD units |s a costly
affair. According to the Central
Electricity Autharity, FGD costs
appraximately 11.2 crore per
MW 1o install.

Why have special economic
zones rules been relaxed?

Have these relaxed rules encouraged investment in the domestic manufacture of semiconductors? How

important a

T.C.A Sharad VAn

The story so far:
he Government of India has
been taking various steps to
hoast the production of
semiconductors and
electronics in India, in a bid to reduce our
dependence on imports. Some previous
measures include the Semicon India
programme launched in 2022 with an
outlay of 176,000 erore. Now, the
pgovernment has gone a step further and
has relaxed key rules related to Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) to further
encourage the domestic manufacture of
sermiconductors and electronics,

Why are semiconductors important?
Semiconductors lie at the heart of an
increasingly ebectronic society, with Al
and machine learning only the latest in a
long trend of increased digitisation and

% »
L3

semiconductors to the digital ecosystem?

automation, Semiconductors are the tiny
chips processing vast amounts of
information that malke all of these
processes possible, in one's phone,
computer, tablet, smart TV, smart
speaker, car, and every other electronde
gadget. According to the Semiconductor
Industry Association, China accounted for
about 35% of all semiconductors
manufactured in the workd in 2021,
Eudlawing the COVID-19 pandemic, much
of the world, including India, realised that
the concentration of supply chains in one
country posed huge risks for any country
dependent on those supplies. Therefore,
they started trying to boost the domestic
marufacture of such key components,

What are the latest steps by the
Indian government?
On June 9, the Ministry of C e and

Economic Zones (SEZ) Rules, 2006, a
week earlier, to enhance the domestic
manufacture of sermiconductors,

One of these tweiaks was to Rule 5,
ich dealt with the size of the SEZ.
Earlier, an SEZ set up exclusively for the
manufacture of semiconductors or
electronic components needed a
minimum contiguous land area of 50
hectares, This has now been significanthy
reduced to 10 hectares. This reduced size
will allow companies to make smaller
investments but still avail of SEZ benefits
such as tax exemptions, duty-free
imports, and infrastructure support.

Another amendment to Rule 7 of the
SEZ Rules now allows the Board of
Approval for SEZs to relax the condition
that had required SEZ Land to be
“encumbrance-free”. Land is deemed to
be enc free if it does not have

Industry announced that it had notified
several modifications to the Special

any legal claims, liens, or charges against
it, and when clear title of ownership and

transfer can be established. With Indias
complicated and often-archaic land
record mechanisms, and lengthy legal
processes, such a requirement would
have stymied a lot of SEZs. Relaxing this
rube will allow SEZs to come up faster.

A third amendment was to Rule 18,
allowing SEZ units in semiconductor and
electronics component manufacturing o
supply domestically, after paying the
applicable duties. Conventionally, SEZs
are exclusively export-oriented. Allowing
domestic sales not only shields the SEZs
from the ongoing global trade
uncertainty, but also ensures a steady
supply to the domestic market itself.

‘What has been the impact?
Given the changes are so recent, one can't
immediately establish bong-term impacts.
However, following the tweaks, two new
5EZs have already been approved with a
total imvestrment of 713,100 crore, Micron
Semiconductor Technology India will
establish an SEZ facility in Sanand,
Gujarat for the manufacture of
semiconductons with an estimated
imvestment of 13,000 crore, while
Hubballi Durable Goods Cluster, a part of
the Aequs Group, will establish an SEZ
facility for the manufacture of electronic
components in Dharwad, Karnataka, at a
cost of T crone.

Micron's plant is to be 37.64 hectares in
area and the Aequs plant is expected to
be 1155 hectares,
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Sembconductons lie at the heart
af an increasingly electronic
sockety, with &l and machine
learning only the |atest in a
lang trend of i ncreased
digitisation and mechantsation.
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On June 3, the Mindstry of
Cammerce and Industry
announced that it had natified
several modifications to the
Special Econamic Zones [SEZ)
Fules, 2006.
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Fallowing the twaaks, two new
SEZs have already been
approved with a total
Investment of 213,100 crare,
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Prevalling symptoms: Medical officlals set up beds for COVID-19 patlents at the Ram Manahar Lohia Hospital, in New Dethl, on June 5. #n

How a lung gene is linked to post-COVID

symptoms as per genetics study

Long COVID, or technically post-acute sequelae of SARS-CoV-2 infection, refers to symptoms that continue for weeks or months after the initial

illness cdears. A new study has tried to find out why some people develop long COVID while others recover quickly

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

ore than four years since the
COVIEM pandermic began,
the disease remains a global
health concern - not

because of new surges but because of
what persists, Long COVID, or technically
post-acute sequelae of SARS-CoV2
infection (PASC), refers to symproms that
comtinue for weeks or months after the
initial illness clears. These include fatigue,
; bl i itive issues,

ongoing symptoms, and a broader one
that included self-reported or clinical
diagnoses. Controls were also defined
stricthy (infected biit recovered ) or
broadly (general population without long
COVID). This helped the team test
whether its results held up across
different clinical definitions.

Gene linked to long COVID risk

The analysis found a strong association
between long COVID and a region on

el ne 6, near the FOXP gene, A

B and cog
The Warld Health Organization defines
lomg COVID as symptoms that begin
within three months of infection and List
at least two months without another
explanation.

Why some people develop long COVID
while others recover quickly remains
unclear, A recent genome-wide
association study published in Narure
Gemetics analysed penetic data from six
mmajor global ancestries to investigate
whether inherited differences play a role.

A diverse study

Thie study, condueted under the COVIDN9
Haost Genetics Initiative at the Germans.
Trias | Pujol research institute in Spain,
used a Genome Wide Association Study
(GWAS) to identify genetic risk factors for
long COVID. GWAS scans the genome For
smuall “‘spelling mistakes'— also known as
single-nucleotide polymaorphisms - in the
DNA sequence that appear more often in
people with a condition than in those
witheit, This method has helped uncover
links to many complex and chronie
disorders.

The analysis used data from 33 groups
across 19 countries, making it one of the
largest efforts to date in this area. The
researchers first analysed data from 6,450
lomg COVID cases and over one million
population controls, In this discovery
phase, they identified a genetic signal
niear the FOXP4 gene. This signal wis
then tested in a separate replication
cohort of more than 9,500 cases and
nearly 800,000 controls, and the
association was confirmed,

The researchers applied two
definitions of long COVID: a strict ane
recuiring test-confirmed infection and

specific variant in the region, called
reIAGTION, increased the risk of
developing long COVID, People with the
“C" version of this variant were about
63% maore likely to have long COVID
symptorms than those withoit it

Notably, FOXP4 increased long COVID
risk even in people who weren't
hospitalised, suggesting its effect is not
tied sobely to the severity of the 1
infection. The variant's Frequency also
varied across populations. It appeared in
about 1L.6% of non-Finnish Europeans but
up to 36% of East Asians. Because it was
OFE COMIMOn in some groups, its effects
were easier to detect, even in smaller
samples,

This highlights why genetic studies that
include diverse populations are more
reliable and globeally relevant.

From lungs to immunity
To understand the connection between
FOXP4 and long COVID, the researchers
exarmined how active this gene was in
different tissues and cell types and how
its activity related wo the condition,

The authors noted that the variant lies
in a stretch of DNA that is especially
“netive” in lung tissue, g it friay

sacs open, chearing Auids, and repairing
tissue damage. These cells also help
coordinate the immune response o
respiratory viruses like SARS-CoV-2, The
sarne genetic region has also been
associated with hing cancer in earlier
research, suggesting that FOXP4 may
influence multiple lungrelated conditions
wvia shared biologieal pathways,

To test whether FOXP4 activity - and
not just the genetic variant - might be
linked to long COVID, researchers
analysed blood samples from people who
e recovered from the initial phase of
infection, They found that individials
with moderately higher levels of FOXP4
had more than twice the odds of
developing long COVID, This association
persisted even outside the acute illness
phase, suggesting a longer-term role for
the gene.

Finally, a technigue called
co-localisation analysis showed 2 9%
probability that the same genetic signal
affects both FOXP4 activity and long
COVID risk, reinforcing the gene's
biological importance,

India's genomic gaps

The study has important implications for
Inclia, given its large population, genetic
diversity, and significant COVID-1%
burden. Multiple wives of infection and
unequal access to care mean many
Indians may continue to face lasting
symptoms, often undisgnosed or
untreated due to Bmited awareness and
clinical follow-up.

Indlian studies suggest a wide range in
by COVID prevalence: from 45% to
nearly B0% depending on design,
follow-up, and illness severity. One

Iticentre study across Hyderabad,

affect how lungs function. Using GTEx, a
large gene activity database, they found
that a nearby variant (12660421, often
inherited with rsO367106, was linked to
higher levels of FOXDPY expression in the
lung. This made it more likely that the
gene influences how the lungs respond o
infection and injury.

Going further, the researchers checked
which lung eells produced FOXPA most
strongly. They found high activity in type
2abveolar cells, key players in keeping air

Vellore, Mumbai, and Thinavalla found

European populations. Thus, it remains
uneertain how frequently the FOXP4
variant occurs in the Indian population or
whether its effects are similar in local
contexts, particularly given region-specific
factors such as air pollution, metabolic
risk, and healthcare variability.

India’s growing genomic infrastructure
is beginning to close foundational data
gaps. The Genomelndia Project has
released genomic data on 10,000
individuals from diverse Indian
populations. While the project is not
tociised on disease mapping, it provides a
tfoundational catalogue of genetic
variation across populations. This
reference can support future studies,
stch as an Indis-specifie GWAS on long
COVID, this bisilding confidence in
translating findings into clinical or
diagnostic settings in local contexts.

Some limitations

This large-scale international study
identifies FOXP4 as a genetic factor linked
ter long COVID, offering a new clse as
why some individuals experience
prolonged symptoms after a SARS-CoV-2
infection.

However, the authors also note several
limitations,

Most data were collected before
widespread vaceination and the
emergence of newer variants like
Ormicron, making it unclear if the findings
apply to all populations today. They also
caution that evolving definitions of long
COVID miy have led to misclassification
in some cohorts,

Additionally, the overall genetic
contribution to long COVID appears
modest, suggesting that other factors,
ineluding immunity and pre-existing
conditi alse play key roles.

that 16,5% of hospitalised patients
selfreported symptoms like fatigue and
breathlessness even a year after
clischarge.

Although the GWAS included
participants from six ancestry groups, the
authors said most datasets were of
European origin. South Asian
representation was Bmited or unclear.
This is a broader issue across GWAS in
general, many of which hive focused on

As India continues to address the
lang-term effects of the pandemic, stadies
like this highlight the importance of
ineluding diverse populations in genetic
research,

Such efforts can improve public health
responses and help tailor care for those
living with long COVID,

Anirhan Mukhopadhpay is a geneticist
by training and science commmurnicator
Sfrom Dethi.
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Please send in your answers to
daityquiz@thehindu co.n

On the occasion of ‘Bloomsday’, a quiz on James Joyce’s acclaimed novel Ulysses

V.V, Ramanan

[y
QUESTION 1

Apart from the boak being set an June 16, how i the date impartant in Joyce's

life?
[N
QUESTION 2

Made of 18 eplsodes, the baok is divided into three parts, if Part 1| i3 Odyseey,

what are Part | and 1117

(9
QUESTION 3

Wihat was the working tithe of Wysses? The book orlginally began as a novel
focused an which character already created by Jayee?

(Y
QUESTION &

Mame episade 15 which Joyce schalars say is raughly the length of the first

elght eptiodes of the novel combined.

[y
QUESTION S

What does Bloom eat for breakfast that has become very famous now?

1Y
QUESTION &

Serving as 8 matil, which song features in both Bloom's and Molly's memories?

™
K

Visual g

This Is a first edition of the book. Which Paris-based publisher printed the book
because itwas banned in the U.K. and the U.5.7

Questions and Answers to
the June 13 edition of the
dably gquiz: L Yeats was fram
this country. Ans: Ireland

2. Thee year in which Yeats
received the Mobel Prize in
Liverature, Ans: 1923

1. This peet described Yeats
as ane af the “great antificers
of God wha uttered great
truths o a little clan®, Ans:
William Blske

4. The influence af this writer
Is evident In Yeats' works.
Ans: Oscar Wilde

5. Yeats expressed his
admiration far this talian
politiclan. Ans: Musseling
Visual: Identify this American
poet, Ans: Ezra Pound
Early Blrds: Tom Alan Falth|
K. Viswanathan| Plyall Tuli
Rajib Garguly| Dashleen
Kaur

A black bow. GETTY IMAGES

EXPLAINER

How do black
boxes work?

BN

The story so far:

s thousands of commercial flights
A take to the skies daily, sturdy

beones painted in bright orange are
tucked away in aireraft fuselage. These
boxes, better known as black boxes,
record data during fights without
interruption and hold crucial information
in case of plane crashes,

What are black boxes?

Unlike its name, black boxes are pai
bright arange to ensure high visibility, In
modern aireraft, black boxes comprise of
both a Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) and
a Digital Flight Data Recorder (DFDR). In
some afrcraft, these two recorders are
integratec. In April, the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) set up a flight
recorders liboratory at its premises in
Mew Delhi for carrying out more effective
probes into accidents, Under the Civil
Mviation Ministry, the AATB carries out
detailed investigations into accidents and
also sugpests measures to improve safety,
The crash of Air India’s Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner plane from Ahmedabad to
London soon after take-off is being
probed by the AAIB.

DFDEs are eoated with bright orange
colour, treated with reflex material for
higch visibility and securely connected
with ically activated signalisati
for localisation underwater, according o
the ageney. The development of flight
data recorders evolved over a period of
time. 1t started with the wse of metal foils
for recording data, and later, were
replaced with magnetic tapes. At present,
solid-state chips are used in fight data
recorders.

What is history of flight recorders?
1950: The Arst generation of Flight Data
Recorders (FDRs) emerged with metal foil
as the recording medium.

1953: General Mills sold the: first FDR to
Lockheed Aircraft Company, enclosed in
a yellow-painted spherical shell,

1954: Australia's David Ronald de Mey
Warren invented the world's first FDR
while probing an air crash, In 1953, Mr.
Warnen, a jet fued expert, was working as
part of a special team analysing
miysterious mid-air explosions
experienced by the world's first
commercial jet aircraft, the de Havilland
Comet. Subsequently, he imvented the
FDR so that the recordings would be
helpful in the analysis of aireraft
accidents.

1960: FORs and CVRs are made
mandatory for aircraft.

1965: FDRs were required to be painted
bright arange or yellow to locate them
easily at crash sites.

1990 Solid-state memory devices
replaced magnetic tapes in FDRs.
According to the International Civil
Mviation Organization, audio recordings
fromn cockpit voice recorders supplement
flight data by providing details on fight
crew responses, The recordings also aid
i assessmerits of how radio
communications or other outside
distractions may have been a factor inan
accident. This data has assisted
understanding of how aircraft perform,
both befare and during an accident, and
hive provided useful information for
airline flight data analysis programmes,

Word of the day

Puerile:
atar i hid; di: or
suggesting alack of maturity

SYNONYMS: adolescent, |uvenlle
USage: 1 do nat like his pusrile jokes,
Pronunciation: newsthlive/pueriepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fpjse.snilf

For feedback and suggestions far
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Teat & Cantest’
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A fire engulfied an apartment in one of Dwarka’s
apartment blocks last week. forcing three members of
a family, including two children, to jump off the ninth
floor o save themselves, Tragically, they died. The
incident has brought to light how fire emergency
mieasures are flouted by residential high-rise buildings,
aving peaple vulnerable, finds Samridhi Tewari

n June 10, Wadr Singh, 40, was as-
leep inside a duplex apartment on
the ninth floor of Shabad Apart
ments, Dwarka, a predominantly re-
siddential area in south-west Delhi. Singh was vis-
s cousin Yash Yadav, 35, and the extended
Farnily had got together for a big p

At 9,40 a.m., Singh woke up to thick smoke
etitering his room. Singh woke up to thick smoke
entering his room. Struggling to breathe, he
called out to his sisterdin-law, Mamta, Yash's
wife, and they managed to make a quick run
deown the stairs. There were 10 others in the
house,

At the bottom of the stairs, they saw three bo-
dies, surrounded by neighbours, Yash; his
daughter, Ashima, 10; and his nephew, Shivam,
12, lay i a pool of blood. The neighbours said
they had jumped from the balcony of the apart-
ment Singh had Hed from. Singh froze, unable to

from the fire department explains that they re-

ceive the highest number of calls in sunimer

(between April and June) due to high tempera-

tures from the weather and the heat emitted
ir comditioning units.

itial investigations by the fire department

and the police reveal that the fire likely started

process what had happened. A couple of mi- I?Imt;m!'l from a lit diva placed inside a home temple on
nutes kater, he jumped in to give CPR. By the time vehicle, and the ninth Hoor. The lames rapidly spread due o
they reached hospital, the children were de since the highly flammable PVC panelling inside the flat.
clared dead on arrival. Yash died a few hours | sochety had

later. thiedr board The blame game

Outsicle the gates of the society, eight fire en-
gines lned up. They were unable to enter be

Simgh says there was no fre alarm; nor were the
extinguishers working. The fire department con-

fixed onio
the gate, our

cause the society’s narne board Ihluckil:d the en- trucks with firms that the cylinders were empty. They also
Dop s it | o T | finiale e Sbel ieeoms s
i 3
into the housing society to put out the fire, so it hydraulic As per the Delhi Fire Safety Act, 2007, and the
did not spread and was localised to the ninth and platform, Delhi Fire Services Rules, 2000, no objection cer-
tenth floors of the apartment, used for tificates (NOCs) need to be renewed every five
Soan, videos of the trio jumping from the bal | high-rise years. Clearance ks given based on access o the
cany o sive tllﬂnwll\-ts w_rlimcd online, spark- bulldlings, k i . number and type of exits, fire extin.
"o ahr 1 tsgady, Sngh, In an asheco- | COUAML | S8 L ot Bt
vered grey shirt, sweating In Delhi's 45-degree | CNEEF The family also alleges a delay In fire service
{lt'lu'l_s heat, breathes heavily, as he says, "1 was m':::‘":l' response. They say i_l ook t!lc: fire r._!l:pinlm_cnl
slu.']ml,!:. and when 1 woke up, people were Divisionalohenr, | S0-40 minutes tn:lm_\-\:dl_.'spm: making multiple
sereaming. All 1 eould see was smoke. Lran out | firedepssment phone calls, some of which went unanswered.
and rescued mysell and a family member, When The fire department say the call was registered

Ireached the ground floar, Tsaw Yash's head was
severely injured,” he recalls, His family members.
stand behind him in support as he takes difficult
questions from the media,

A first information report has been registered
at the Dwarka North police station for death by
negligence and a negligent act related to fire,
with the police waiting for reports from the fire
and forensics department to understand whose
negligence resulted in the tragic incident.

The fire inside a planned locality - Dwarka
Sub-City is spread across 56,48 sq. km and 20
sectors, aid began to be developed in 2000
with broad rosds, open spaces, and relatively
clean surroundings, has brought to light many
buildings' lack of compliance, poor monitoring on twowheelers, are making videos of the black-
by government agencies, and a slow emergency ened structure. The air still smells of smoke, but
response, life goes on as usual in the apartment block. Re-

In 20:23-24, the Delhi Fire Services (DFS) got sidents of the society say they pay a monthly
31,575 calls regarding fires, They recorded 1,303 maintenance fee of T3,600, which includes se-
deaths and 3,232 injuries from these incidents, curity, among other expenditure.

In 200810, they got 21,314 calls. and 423 Shabad Co-Op Society's secretary, Mukesh
deaths were recorded, A se- nior of- Kumar Sharma, says all the fire safety equip-
fi- clal ment were present, " We'll look into the allega-
tions made and do an assessment, We had
eouipment recommended by the
fire nofms. The issue we'ne Fic
ing is that our committee's te-
nure is over, and once we
have re-election in Septem-
ber, we ke working
he says over
the phone, claiming he is
away from Delhi, He refus-
s to share details of the
existing fire equipment in
the society or address the
issue of the lapsed clea-
rance certificate from the
fire department.

The fire department
says of the 800 apartment
buildings in Delhi, only
100 have NOCs, while 72
have been rejected,

at 10201 a.m. and help arrived at 1000 a.m.

The divisional officer at the fire department,
Sandeep Duggal, who was at the spot, explains,
“In intense situations like these, panicstricken
people make many calls, and there are at least 15
W needed a 6-foot space to move

¢, and since the society had their

heard fixed onto the gate, our trucks with the hy-
draulic platform used for high-rise buildings
couldn't enter)” he adds. He says that people
Jump in pante but should wait for rescue work-
ers instead, adding, "Using ropes and ladders
cotild get the vietims to the Hoors either above or
Tethowy the flae
Acday after the fire, people, either walking or

A similar death

This isn't the first such in-
cident with a delayed
CMETEENCY  FESPONSEe.
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Fifteen months ago, a similar fire engulfed a fat
nearly 4 km away in Dwarka's Sector 10, Jasuri
Dhevd, 83, and her granddaughter, Pooja Pant, 30,
Jumpsed from thedr fourth floor apartment in Pac
e Society after a fire broke out due toa gas leak.
As they jumped, the people from the society
held bedsheets, blankets, and mattresses below,
so their fall would be cushioned. Only Pant
survived,

The fire department's response was allegedly
delayed because of traffic since school buses
lined the road, leaving no space for the fire en-
gine to navigate, The fire department fagged
that fire systems weren't functional in the society
and that the NOC had not been renewed by the
residents” welfare assoclation (RWA).

Nenw, thie external textured walls that had once
turned pitch black, have been painted peach and
the interial walls are whiter thian the others. A
set of elothes hangs out to dry.

The RWA president of the 25year-old Pacific
Society, which has around 75 houses, Ram Nivas
Yackav, says, they realised after the incident that
the fire system needed an upgrade, *We acknow-
ledged our responsibility and took the fire de-
partment on board to revamp our security mea-
sures. Our hydraulic system needed to change,
and we ensured a system check was done from
time to time," Ram Nivas explains,

As per DFS's suggestions to him, regular locks
were safer than electronic locks that can get
Jammedl. They also said bigger baleonies provid-
ed better safety in case fire broke out. The RWA
18 vet to procure basie equipment like ropes and
Lacldders. "We're functioning as a society. It's ex-
pensive for people, sowe have a lot of convine:
ing to do. You cannot only blame RWAs because
the decision is taken as a collective,” he adds,

When Pa Society applied for NOC rene-
witl, at least eight objections were flagged by
DF5, which are being looked into,

A home of their own

Many families of the regularsalaredincome
strata of society live in Dwarka. They bought
apartments under the Cooperative Group Hous-
ing Soclety (CGHS), a membership-based legal
entity that procures land from the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority, which works under the Mi-
nilstry of Housing and Urban Affairs,

Onee known as Pappan Kalan, then consi-
dhered a bit of a back water, about 25 km far from
the heart of the national capital, Dwarka has
seen property prices surge 40% over the past de-
cade. The Indira Gandhi International Airport is
only 10 km away, and Gurugram, the National
Capital Region's corporate hub, 19 km away.

Prominent colleges like Netaji Subhas Univer-
sity of Technology and National Liow University
I)LI|1|. alser found acres of land, which led o a

The ap, block
where the fire broke
UL SHASHI SHEKIAR
KABA P

tr in the area, and an influx of stu-
dents. The India International Convention and
Expo Centre or Yashobhoomi, which led to in-
ereasing property prices around the Urban Ex-

e

The charred remalns of the
apartment in Shabad
Housing Society in Dwarka
where a fire brake aut and
cladmed the lives of three
persans; Meera (centre], the
sister of Yash Yadav, ane of
thase who died in the fire.
[l

tenston Road 1, goes through Dwarka and alse
connects three national highways.

The concrete high-rise apartment buildings
look similar - grey, peach, blue, But what they
lack in magination they make up for in practical-
ity: Dwarka is dotted with green parks, and each
block has its own set of amenities - a vegetable
wendor, 4 milk booth, and a convenience store,

Yash was from Etah in Uttar Pradesh, He came
to Delhi 10 years ago o start a flex board compa-
ny. During the COVIDHS pandemic, the business
struggeled. Later, he began to get interior design
contracts and managed to save up to 13.5 crore
to purchase a property in Shabad Apartments,

Many share a similar story of buying a home in
Dwarka. All his life, Balwan Singh Duhan, 60,
whio hails from Rohtak, has been able to trivel to
different parts of the country thanks to his job in
the sviation industry. When in 2000 he decided
oy by o howse, Dwarka was an upesming pro-
Jject which was being discussed in his circles, Du
han managed to save up 10 lakh for a 3-be-
droom-hall-kitchen (BHE) plot inside the Home
Ministry employees’ society,

He remembers driving down Dwarka's roads
back then. “It wasn"t so green, It was a barren
patch of land on Delhi's outskirts that nobody vi-
sited. We were sceptical but there were many
CGHS projects mushrooming, so we gave it a
shot,” Duhan says, The civil agencies began to lay
parks out. The first sectors to begin occupancy
were Sectors 6 and 10, he says,

It was only when Delhi metro began it opera-
thons in 2008 that “the game changed”, he adds,
Thee metro conneets Dwarka to UIs Nodda and
Ghaziabad, *Now, people from Dwarka were
connected to the rest of Delhi, Access to educa:
tion, coaching, hospitals, all improve
warn, now an RWA president, Now,
prices in Dwarka cost U3.5 lakh, at par with local-
ities like Vasant Kunj on the edge of south Delhd,

Living with worry
Around 4 km away, in Dwarka's Sector 188, Anu-
pama Yadav, 33, has been residing with her fami-
ly in Samridhi Apartments for 10 years., Anupa-
ma, i resbdent on the fifth floor, i worred about
similar fire incidents,

“Despite the incident, there has been no word
from our RWA on cheeking fire safety equip-
ment. We've never had a fire safety drill, and pe-
aple here don't even know how to use an extin:
guisher,” she explaing. She pays 21,000 for
monthly maintenance. She feels apartment com-
lexes in Noida and Gurugram are stricter about
fire systemns being in place.

Some socheties have started checking their fire
safety systems. Some RWAs say implementing
safety systems is difficult when residents don't
pay their monthly maintenance fees, RWAs
claim they have sent out messages to nelghbours
asking them to be careful with electrical devices
and to make sure fire alarms and hoses work,
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