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President’s Rule in Manipur provides
an opportunity for peace

n Manipur, with the Bharatiya Janata Party
unable to identify a successor to N, Biren
Singh for the post of Chief Minister and the
Assembly also not having been convened even
six months since its last sitting, President’s Rule
wais imposed in the State with the Assembly un-
der suspended animation, Since mid-2023, in any
case, a number of central forces have been de-
ployed, with the Unlon Home Ministry in control
over law and order even as the strife that began
as an ethnic conflagration in May 2023 has shown
no signs of easing. With President’s Rule being
declared - even if it was for expedient reasons
and showcased an inability of the BJP and its al-
lies in government to overcome the ethnic diffe-
rences within the legislature and in the polity -
the Union government now has an opportunity
to ease the tensions. It can also work on pressing
issues such as the persisting displacement of over
60,000 people. Reports suggest that many
among them still experience severe trauma and a
loss of livelihoods, which must be tackled by the
government with alacrity. President’s Rule also
allows for the possibility of talks between repre-
of the two in the conflict,
especially those who are committed to peace.
The legislators can also play a role in this exercise
of reconciliation.

The other major issue is the militarisation of o
vil society, with the burgeoning of armed groups
among lhe two communmu who lum mmcd

as “vil

arms looted from cnnlubululn Earlier at-
tempts to retrieve these weapons and bring the
looters to face justice have not borne fruit. The
militarisation in the new ethnic conflict has also
been complicated by the expanded role of insur-
gents who were fighting the Indian state or were
engaged in the Myanmar civil war, It would take a
concerted effort by the government, armed fore-
es and civil soclety actors to identify the “village
volunteers”, disarm them by using a firm hand
and with incentives, and then work on ways to
tackle the insurgents. The Biren Singh regime
was incapable of doing this because of the
ceived bias in leadership and Mr, Singh's
cy to stigmatise the KukiZo community as a
whole, leading to complete distrust, Efforts must

be taken to distance the government from this co-
loured legacy and the Home Ministry should
work on a war-footing to restore peace, Ideally,
Assembly elections would have been necessitat
ed immediately considering the ethnic divi-
sions within the legislature and its failures. But,
first, it is imperative to extinguish the climate of
fear and reprehension from violent groups and
restore the rule of law before elections,

Catching a break
: /s inflation dip is respite for
households but risks are build
healthy winter harvest of vegetables
reined in food inflation to a five-month
low of 6% in January, driving down In-
dia's consumer price inflation to 4.3%, tantalis-
ingly close to the 4% median target pursued by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). For urban con-
sumers, in fact, inflation eased 0 3.9%. while ru
ral faced a hemods 14.6%
tick in prices. This constitutes some relief lor
households, especially the urban middle class
which has been awaiting relief from food inflation
and has pulled back on other spending. If infla-
tion holds around this level for some time, this

The Teesta dam and the long shadow of climate change

n January 27, 2025, an expert
committee constituted by the Ministry
of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change recommended a proposal to
rebuild the Teesta-3 dam on the Teesta river in
Sikkim, In October 2023, a powerful glacial lake
outburst flood (GLOF) from the South Lhonak
hhh-ddecbnncddwdlmmdluhydmel«uk
fm«nlon facility. The waters also carried
the dam forward like a fluid battering
rnm. heightening the damage further
downstream. In all, over 100 people were killed
while more than 80,000 people in four districts
were affected,

It became clear later that a moraine on the
South Lhonak lake's flank suffered a slope failure,
weakening the terminus, The failure also sent
rocks tumbling into the lake, Tnmunu astrong
ripple. The outlet s gave way, with
satellite data indicating lumundsobl on
litres of water had spilled into the valley. The
event also set off multiple landslides about 30 o
40 kilometres downstream, Experts who have
since been monitoring the lake also said the
moraine has remained unstable.

The link with global warming
As global warming and particulate matter
s ly black carbon, also known as soot -
accelerate the melting of Himalayan glaciers,
more runoff is pooling into new lakes or adding
to the existing ones, The rate of melting is
inversely proportional to the volume, so, as
glaciers shrink, they melt faster, A report by the
Central Water Commission of last year found that
the number of “glacial lakes and other water
bodies” in the Himalayan region had become
10.8% more numerous between 2011 and 2024
and that their combined surface area had
increased by 33.7% in the same period. The South
Lhonak lake itself was formed in the early 1960s
and grew to 167 hectares by 2023, Glacial retreat
has also been known to destabilise extant
geological formations and create new sources of
risk, Against this background, the expert

's decision to d the
rebuilding of the Teesta-3 dam is worrisome.

As The Hindu has reported, the committee’s
decision was motivated by the fact that Teesta-3
was “successful" and "commercially viable” and
that its power- Fnenlin; equipment “was lulply
intact” foll
activists and hyamumlugy exhp’:eu alike have

t3 in the Himalaya and have
the new design’s green clearance.

power pro
quest

Teesta-3 has also been the subject of several as well as hllllhpechmnel interactions such as
public interest litigations asking for it be and landslides triggered by
; because of its location (in an lneundemmhg as well as the lmpaa of
ualw- and lundllldefm area); issues in on local bed and
lu techno-economic clearance; its hence water levels, ‘I'he latter is of particular
| with a 1996 1o have lnhrprlverhdnlbcamwm
Nasudevan Sllddm hold 51% equity; and alleged corruption, waves move faster than sediment waves. ..
Mukunth According to the committee, Teesta-3 2.0 is to The commercial viability of Teesta:3,
be built with concrete alone rather than concrete | pre-GLOF, 'Suh to India's soaring power
and rocks as before; to have a spillway nearly demand and the pressing need to produce it
three-times more voluminous; and to have an somewhere. But since climate change multiplies
urlywnlnl system for flooding. The facility's risk everywhere, production in specific locales
mpum'dly blnd 0n a “worst-case should be wel'hed aplnn the consequences,
menafio Jelled of Teesta-3
Department, with the mnxlmum possible Tain” L0 wﬂtmlnuler damage due to the dam being
in the next century in the region, in the swelling river’s way. If the new design
But one of the hallmarks of climate change is holds, Teesta-3 2.0 may be able to reduce the
that it is a risk-multiplier. If the slope failure off downstream damage due to a (hypothetically)
the South Lhonak lake had occurred without identical flood, But if a stronger and/or
there being a lake, there is unlikely to have beena | significantly different flood occurs, the
flood. Likewise, if the moraine had not collapsed, | could be even greater. A new facility with mare
the gradual accumulation of water may have moving parts will also create both new success
caused the overtopping to flow into the valley less | and failure modes.
violently than during a GLOF.
The people form the larger picture
The social security of the region's residents will
T’wMﬂlhnth&n Fnlu;ial have to be improved accordingly so that, in the
event of a disaster, they are to plece their
features, undtmnhe ﬂuxofmmnlpheﬂc soot lives back together without slipping on any social,
blowing in from industrial centres in the Gangetic | health, and/or economic indicators, Brian Stone,
plains all increase risks in a way that cannot Jr., a professor in the School of City and
reasonably be captured by a rainfall-centric Planning at the Georgla Institute of Tecl b
maodel, however, Experts had already doubted US,, wrote in a 2024 article (“The lunacy of
whether the 2023 GLOF was triggered by heavy rebuilding in disaster-prone areas”), “We cannot
rain because local weather stations recorded only | engineer our way out of climate change; retreat is
moderate rainfall or less in the area around the inevitable.” That is, if the climate-change-induced
time, Professor Raghu Murtugudde has also risk to X in an area is to be kept constant, in time
written in The Hindu (*The value of attributing either the area will shrink or the costs of
extreme events to climate change | Explained”, maintaining X will increase. X could be property,
May 24, 2024) that the relationships between livelihoods, even human lives.
climate change and local rainfall are hard w That the facility was commercially viable is an
characterise because the data for modelling is insufficient excuse to restore it, Instead, the
seldom sufficient. In his words, climate models decision should be made within a framework of
are “notoriously bad at properly capturing jorities Jed by the need to minimise risk to
normal rainfall and worse at extreme ones”. ls, their property, and their livelihoods and
On Janary 30, 2025, an team their soci I The
including experts from the Indian Institute of framework should also include a risk
Technology Bhubaneswar, the Indian Institute of | determination matrix with a response plan and a
The key line ScienceBengalury, the Indo Tibetan Border hard muu:c;mbk risk' level. The cost of these
that the dam Police, and the G: of Sikkim published fuded in the dam's
was a comprehensive assessment of the GLOF (“The hydmelecnic pwler tariff rather lhll’l
o rclally Sikkim flood of October 2023: Drivers, causes and g it in the d
MIMETCIALY impacts of s multihazard cascade™). Among other | commercial viability. Anything else wnuldbc
viable' Is a lhlxw they wrote: “Prevailing GLOF by d
weak reason o hes in ly account
reconstruct it &w ¥ of erosion and sed port, miakeanth v thehindu,codm

Dealing with China’s weaponisation of e-supply chains

n mid-January this year, news emerged of

China preventing travel by its citizens

working as engineers and technicians in
Foxconn'’s facilities in India. It was also reported
that those already in India were being recalled,
and that the restrictions extended to curbs on
exports of critical alised manufacturing
wlpnwm, over which China has a monopoly.

ile Foxconn has reportedly scrambled to bring
h'hhnnmwrhenwﬁlllhepplnmunpmm
itis the of sp that is
u';iggl Apple- -Foxconn remains critical to
's lmbhiunl of becomllu a ﬂub-l
such

smnmluiunwﬂl u!m that larger objective.

What is at play

These zero sum measures by China expand
geopalitical competition with India through
re;u_hlimu on flow nfcuplul mdother ﬁcuan of

n:z have broader

and growth impulses gathering fresh steam, The
RBI, which slashed interest rates last week in anti-
cipation of declining inflation, must be relieved
t00. As per its own reckoning, with this quarter
expected to average 4.4% inflation, there may be
a minor uptick from January's 4.3% price rise ov-
er this month and March. On Thursday, citing the
inflation decline and the RBI's projection of an av-
erage inflation of 4.2% in 202526, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman exuded confidence in
Parliament that food prices will be under control
this year, with farm output estimates suggesting a
healthy uptick.

Some dark clouds, however, loom over this be-
nign inflation outlook that is expected to create
more room for the central bank to cut rates furth-
er and support growth. With the rupee decllnhﬁ
4% against the U.S, dollar so far in the second hal
of 202425, imported inflation can play spoil-
sport, particularly on fuels, and edible oils where
imports constitute 60% of India's consumption
needs, If costs, which d for
the highest chunk of households' non-food
spending in 202324, and cooking fuel costs flare
up alang with the price of futs to fry one’s meals,
household budgets will be exacerbated afresh,
Edible oil prices have been ris
few months already, with high
pounded by the Centre’s decision to impose im-
Enn duties. They were up 15.6% in January, the

ighest in almost three years, Wholesale prices
for edible oils jumped 33.1%, indicating there is
likely more pass-through of these costs in retail
prices. Any weather shocks this coming summer
and monsoon could also undo food price irlm
‘The RBI, which is seeking to curb the volatility in
the rupee, will be mindful of these risks, and hav-
ing retained a neutral monetary policy stance,
may hold off on its growth pursuit if warranted,
To alleviate price pressures, the government, af-
ter unveiling income tax cuts to boost middle
class consumption, should be open to slashing in-
direct taxes — fuel levies, import duties, and GST
~ as they affect all sections of society, including
the most vulnerable.
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Fully
advanced mm:hinu-y and welhnlm»d
int

production, China intends to also curb the tacit
transfer of knowledge from Chinese technicians
to their Indian counterparts on the assembly line,
Combined with the dhrupdum on account of

ilability of China
Iumuﬂuwmpmhelunmﬂ:loudnnln
the network of supply chains to slow down
production in India, and place itself in an
advantageous negotiating position.

West, specifically long
with the COVIDA9-related disruptions have led
many global corporations to adopt a China Plus
One diversification strategy to future-proof
themselves. India has been in the forefront to
seek benefits from this move along with countries
such as Vietnam and Mexico,

Given the scale and the devel

Over the last few years, the Indian
government, in coordination with its State

the manufacture of lithium-on batteries for
mobile phones. It is notable that China's
action b

governments, has pulled out all stops t
Apple Foxconn's investments in the southern part
of the country. The efforts bore fruit in 2023, with
the assembling of iPhone 15 models at Foxconn's

Anand P, facility in Su atram, Tamil Nadu along

Kdshoan with another line in Tata Electronics’ plant in
Hosur, Karnataka.

Is o Fellow at the *

Centre of Excellence In the fiscal year ending March 2024, Apple

for Himalayan assembled $14 billion worth of iPhones in India,

Studies, Shiv Nadar through contract manufacturers Foxconn,

Institution of Pegatron and Tata Electronics. In 2024, for the

Eminence, Dethi NCR

With large-scale
electronies

trajectory of India's mlnufackurin; sector bearing
potential similarities to that of the Chinese
experience, Beljing realises the need to limit the
rise of its geopolitical rival and also remind global

of its own indi ibility to the
pmductlnn ecosystem,

facturing
Important to
India, New Delhi
needs o speed
up s
future-proofing

first time, iPhone 16 Pro models were assembled
by Foxconn in India. State governments in south
India have prioritsed Apple-Foxconn in their
pursuit of investments,

‘The conferment of the Pacdma Bhushan on
Ywm Liu, Chalrmnn of Foxconn, in 2024,

ful' ludh It ‘W; lhnl the zmphuhf\u bo.-en”l

d just a few months
after the thaw in India-China ties, post the

zzmllbuumnmlh()cmhermmmdl
r year-long military standoff between the two

armies in eastern Ladakh,
Ennnomlc necessity - vldble in the Indian
on China for and

muhlmry s believed to have hastened the
negotiations process, This illustrates how
IndiaChina relations du not (necessarily) hinge
on a stable tical competition
between bulhlldelhon ly bound to get more
acute in the future,

India needs to think long term
There are no easy solutions for India in the short
term, and so, it needs to involve both Apple and
Foxconn to negotiate with China for easing
Beljh\[‘llatmmemm Given that these

have stakes in both countries, their

A pillar of ‘Make in India®

Large scale l
of smartphones, is one of !helmptmm pilllnn(
the ‘Make in India’ programme. The
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, which
was launched first in the electronics industry in
2020, has wi " d allocation by the

involvement cmkluznibly help lnd.h': case,
However, this should also serve as another
oppmunlly o hmen the of

human umumu,

and
It needs to be llnmindlhulndhunﬂl
largely, a centre of final assembly of
smartphones, For a well-rounded and holistic

central government - a sum of 8,885 crore
($1.02 billion) in the Union Budget this year, rising
from 6,125 crore in the Union Budget 2024
($0.70 billion),

A recent news report revealed that over three
financial years, from 2022.23 1o 202425, Apple’s
contract manufacturers in India (Foxconn,
Pegatron and Tata Electronics) had cumul
received close to 26,600 crore (§0.76 billion), out
of the total disbursed amount of 8,700 crore ($1
billion) under the PLI scheme. In addition, the
Union Budget 2025 has d basic

y that includes
duction of various ancillary
industries need to be incentivised and lcll un‘g
The National Manufacturing Mission for 1}
medium and large industries, announced in the
Union Budget is a good step, but it needs credible
financial muscle that leads to development of
clusters for technological knowledge-sharing,
Onsite training for workers, which includes tacit
Mmdlnawl«heunl!wmblyllm needs

and with
imimry-pedﬁc specialisation in skill

custom duties/import taxes on mobile phone
components such as printed circuit boards,
camera modules, connectors, and sensors, as
also different capital goods/machinery for use in

More private capital needs to be encouraged in
order to create a robust network of indigenous
contract manufacturers for not just foreign
talso for d Indian brands,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
President’s Rule

With some much-needed
steps in conflict-ravaged
Manipur having been
initiated, the Government of
India must leave no stone
untumned in expediting the

of
the region, Making sincere
efforts to get to the root of
the conflict, paying heed to
the legitimate concerns of
the locals and taking steps
to integrate them into the

mainstream are vital,

Rather than using coercive is being made to restore had handled the whole President Donald Yrump into prominence, having a

methods, a humanistic order. The challenge now is | ethnic conflict, it goes to was largely a | : 4

approach would help usher | to swiftly bridge the deep show how little it cared for charade. It was dominated fighter jet is nothing but a

in peace and stability. trust deficit between its own people, It remains by Mr, Trump's white elephant. It is a

M. Rishidev, communities, to be seen what difference uninterrupted bragging and | political gift to the

Dindigud, Tamil Nadu Buddha Jagdish Rao, the imposition of misrepresentation on a host ing manufacturer.

Visakhapatnam President’s Rule makes to of issues. Mr, Trump belongs | The idea of pouring India’s

Is an evil the troubled State, to that school of politics hard-earned money into a

mat leads to nothing being The central government not | Prabhw Raj R., where the philosophy is ‘it's | bottomless pit is also

daone even in sensitive responding in real time is Bengalury my way or the highway', financially imprudent,

Issues. It is the height of what has also contributed The illegal immigs 6.

insensitivity that it took to the escalation in U.S, visit issue was glossed over. In Calmbatore

several months, severe violence, Geing by the The joint press conf this era of Letters emailed to

displacement and much manner in which the N. between Prime Minister warfare, where lighter and letters@@thehindu.co.in

horror before some attempt | Biren Singh government Narendra Modi and U.S. nimbler drones have come must carry the pestal address.
L 1l e - » - -~
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SHAPING INDIA’S
Al FUTURE

As Al redefines global power dynamics, India is
emerging as a key player in its governance and innovation

KUMARDEEF BANERJEE

rime Minister Modi’s Paris and Washington visit, meetings with

the two most powerful leaders from the developed world, comes

at a time of shifting geopolitical sands. The buzzword around
both these high-level bilaterals was high-end technology cooperation
in a world, increasingly getting fragmented. India was the co-chair of
the Al Action Summit in Paris, along with the host country France.
This is the third global-leve! event on Artificial Intelligence, making it
a Kumbh of technology leaders, policy makers, experts, corporates
and world leaders in France. The theme was how to hamess the power
of this nearly mind-bending technology, whose evolution has been
compared to the invention of the wheel and humans leaming to use
fire safely.
Almost simultaneously, China released a nimble version of the gen-
erative Al tool DeepSeek, which is currently a huge chalienger to US
billions of dollars infused into US technology companies’™ almost
monopolistic dominance on Al tools and standards. US President Biden
in his last week at the Oval Office had passed an executive order called
the Interim Final Rule (IFR) on F for Artificial i
Diffusion, essentially imposing export controls on high-end software
and hardware required for Al development across nations which may
be considered inimical to US interests ( i.e. China) but aiso, close alies
like India.

Whie the global technology industry stakeholders have requested the
new President to be consistent with the Trump Administration’s pre-
viously stated, Regulatory Freeze Order, and suspend implementation
of the Al Diffusion Rule until the Secretary of Commerce and other
relevant officials can review the rule appropriately and pursue robust
stakeholder engagement so that the rules reflect the government's
objectives and ensure companies can engage with key US trading part-
ners. President Trump is yet to revoke the executive order signed by
his predecessor, even though he did sign a fresh one on January 23,
which potentially hints at a pause.
Three days into the Oval Office President Trump signed the executive
order on Al development and deployment stating the purpose as “The
United States has long been at the forefront of artificial intelligence
(Al) innovation, driven by the strength of our free markets, world-class
research institutions, and entrepreneurial spirit. To maintain this lead-
ership, we must develop Al systems that are free from ideological bias
or engineered social agendas. With the right Government policies, we
can solidify our position as the global leader in Al and secure a brighter
future for all Americans. This order revokes certain existing Al poli-
cies and directives that act as barriers to American Al innovation, clear-
ing a path for the United States to act decisively to retain global lead-
ership in artificial intelligence. It is the policy of the United States to
sustain and enhance America’s global Al dominance in order to pro-
nmmnmlbmisri\g economic competitiveness, and national secu-
rity.”
lndalsamngm have an equal say on global high tables of Al gov-
emance, and It has an ambitious Al mission
of its own, which is heavily dependent on high-end chips and Graphic
Processing Units ( GPUs ) currently available from US technology com-
panigs. Any restrictions on access to these high-end processors would
upset the ambitious goal envisaged under the India Al mission. The
conversation in Paris, India’s announcement to host the fourth glob-
al Al summit in Delhi, and conversations with President Trump and
other leaders this week, are steps in the right direction.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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Palestine 1in ruins: T he
unbearable cost of war

As political instability deepens and global powers debate the future of Gaza,
millions of Palestinians face an uncertain and harrowing future

n October 7, 2003, Hamas
fighters successfully
launched a massive attack on
Israel, but the price that
Palestinians had to pay for it
is heartbreaking. It will take three cen-
turies to recover from the destruction
caused by this war, which lasted for more
than 15 months. According to a United
Nations survey, it may take more than 350
years to rebuild Palestine, which has been
reduced to rubble. The estimated loss in
the first four months of the war was $18.5
billion. At present, about 69 per cent of
the structures in Gaza are either damaged
or destroyed. More than 50 million tons
of rubble have accumulated in the Gaza
region, which may take more than 15
years to remove. Piles of rubble are vis-
ible throughout Palestine due to bomb-
ings and ground operations.
A United Nations report states that the
accumulated rubble is approximately 12
times the size of the Great Pyramid of
Giza in Egypt. According to estimates,
even if more than 100 trucks work con-
tinuously, it may still take more than 15
years to clear the debris. Three genera-
tions born in tents will likely have to
make them their permanent homes for
a long time. Reconstruction will require
billions of dollars, yet no international
immulmn is willing to invest in an
§mcrncd region that has seen five wars
in less than two decades.
Using satellite data, the United Nations
estimated last month that 70 per cent of
structures in Gaza have been destroyed,
including more than 245,000 residential
buildings. The World Bank estimated
losses of $18.5 billion in the first four
months of the war—an amount nearly
c?ua] to the combined economic output
of the West Bank and Gaza in 2022.
Major roads have been turned into deep
trenches, essential water and electricity
infrastructure has been destroyed, and
most hospitals are no longer functional
due to being targeted during the bomb-
ings. According to the United Nations,
more than 50,000 people have died in
Gaza, 44 per cent of whom are children.
The children who have survived are suf-
fering from sickness, stress, insomnia,
depression, and fear. They are terrified of
every stranger. The children of Gaza have
lost the will to live. Amidst the devasta-
tion, 96 per cent of children express a
desire not to live, and 49 per cent say they
would have preferred to die. Among
those who feel this way, 72 per cent are
boys and 46 per cent are girls.
Netherlands-based organisation, War
Child Alliance, has mﬁulcd shocking
and heartbreaking data. The alliance
gathered this information from 500 par-
ents or caretakers, including families
whose children were crippled in the war
or separated from their families.
Their findings revealed that 92 per cent
of the children surveyed are unable to
accept the reality of war. The smell of
gunpowder lingers in Gaza's atmosphere.
The situation is so dire that 79 per cent
of children experience nightmares, and
73 per cent have become so overwhelmed
that their behaviour has turned aggres-
sive. Many scream and moan in their
sleep. These children have witnessed their
homes and schools reduced to rubble.
Their young minds are shattered, unable
to comprehend why they are being pun-
ished and what crime they have commit-
1

Devastated by this horrific situation, the
entire Palestinian government, including

Prime Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh, has resigned. In his res-
ignation letter, he acknowledged
that Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip are starving, Tensions esca-
lated further when an American
airman involved in military oper-
ations set himself on fire outside
the Israeli embassy in
\\'Jshmgmn DC, rcptalcdly
“No more

year, with the possibility of fur-
ther downgrades shortly.

Following the Hamas attack last
year, Israel revoked work permits
for 80,000 Palestinian workers.
No replacements have been hired,
leading to a 40 per cent decline
in the construction industry. The
same trend is observed in the
high-tech sector and other indus-
tries. Inflation reached an annu-

DESPITE in gumudc The United Nations

has passed a ceasefire resolution,

MULTIPLE  endorsed by 158 nations, includ-
RESOLUTIONS [y tndia-

Despite multiple resolutions call-

CALLING FOR ing for a ceasefire in the UN

General Assembly, all previous

A CEASEFIRE  efforts had failed. Israel was even
IN THE UN included in the List of Shame, a

document that records alleged

GENERAL rights Vlé)lllil:)ﬁl.i ?gfllr:;‘( chlldrc:l
in armed co! icl. in is report,
ASSEMBLY. Israel is accused of committing

ALL PREVIOUS sgvcrc_}'lpl?l{nnf of children’s

rights. This inclusion has angered

EFFORTS HAD {:ﬁucll and d;lT“BCdgils |mlcllr:~
ional reputation. Severa 4

FAILED. ISRAEL European Union countries, whic
reviously sympathised with

WAS EVEN |, Y Syep :

Israel, have now condemned its

INCLUDED actions. Despite continued
American su ort, Israel’s econ-
IN THE LIST OF omy ths be; F'Pn to collapse. In

SHAME, A recent monlEzI GDP growth has

been only 0.7 per cent. The Israeli

DOCUMENT army has requested $16 billion,

equivalent to 3 per cent of the

THAT RECORDS country’s GDP. Even after the
ALLEGED ceasefire, the military requires §8

billion annually to address new

RlGHTS security challenges.

The fiscal deficit has now reached

VIOLATIONS ' 8 per cent of GDP. Isracl is also
P
AGAINST deeply concerned that fighting

has spread to its major business

CHILDREN  hubs, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.In
January, Israel's debt stood at 62
IN ARMED . 3

er cent of GDP, which is still

lower than the average for most
CONFLICT 8 0% O

wealthy nations in the OECD.
However, prominent credit raung
agencies such as Fitch an

Moody's have already downgrad-
ed Israel’s credit rating once this

al rate of 3.6 per cent last month,
If the war had continued any
longer, the value of the Isracli
sthd might have dropped fur-
ther, forcing banks to ncr on their
reserves. zﬁlhough a ccaschrc is
lace, this does not mark the
cn of the war. A recent statement
by US President Donald Trump
has crushed any hopes of peace
efforts. Israel's Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, is current-
ly visiting the US, where he has
been given priority among the
foreign guests invited by the
President. However, Netanyahu
faces gmwinﬁ protests in Israel,
driven by both economic instabil-
ity and widespread public dissent.
The situation worsened when
Israel's Defense Minister, Benny
Gantz, resigned from his position
along with other members of his
party, putting additional pressure
on the government. Both leaders
have sparked global controversy
following a press conference at
the White House, where they
announced plans for the US to
occupy the Gaza Strip and trans-
form it into a resort city.
The proposed project would turn
Gaza into a hub for employment
and tourism in West Asia. The
entire area would be levelled to
develop infrastructure, and the
2.3 million people currently liv-
ing in Gaza would be relocated to
countries such as Egypt and
Jordan. However, both Egypt and
Jordan have firmly rejected this
proposal. Experts argue that
international laws and treaties
will pose a significant obstacle to

f-

o

KC TYAGI

any US. attempt to occupy Gaza,
Meanwhile, major Arab nations
are mobilising against Trump's
plan, with Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Jordan, Qatar, and Turkey open-
ly opposing it.
Hamas has strongly condemned
the proposal, labelling it ethnic
gcnm\ e. Several US lawmakers,
oth Democrats and Republicans,
have also voiced their opposition,
In the past, Trump had similar-
ly expressed intentions to occu-
py Greenfield Island, take control
of the Panama Canal, and annex
Canada as the 51st state of
America.The Israeli parliament
has enacted several controversial
laws that have further inflamed
tensions with Palestine and Arab
nations. For example, the Jewish
State Bill officially declares Israel
as a Jewish state, effectively rele-
gating non-Jewish communities
to second-class citizenship.
Additionally, the decision to shift
the capital from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem is widely seen as an act
of provocation  against
Palestinians. Israel also occupies
the Syrian territory of the Golan
Heights, which has been under
Israeli control since the 1967
war.
A massive city, known as Trump
City, is currently being developed
in the region.The month of
Ramadan is approaching, which
is likely to bring additional hard-
ships. Tensions surrounding the
Al-Agsa Mosque also intensify
during this time, as restrictions
are often imposed on Muslim
worshippers. At present, the like-
Ilhomrp(c)l' rcnghcd conflict
s)can higher than the prospect
asting peace. The internation-
al community is also deeply con-
cerned about the Trump admin-
istration’s decision to withdraw
US representatives from the
United Nations.
(The writer is a former Member
of Parliament; views are
i personal)

India stands on the brink of an Al-driven revolution

By prioritising comprehensive Al education, ethical governance and transparent regulations, India can lead the global Al revolution

inant force in Artificial

Intelligence (Al), hapms
its economy, security, an:
global influence. At lhu—vf
ing Al Summit in Paris, Indias
leadership in AL highlights its
commitment to technological
advancement and innovation.
The Prime Minister’s promi-
nent role at the summit under-
scores the country’s strategic
focus on Al positioning it as
a counterforce to Chinds deep-
fake threats, Whether in Al
digital transformation, or
healthcare, India is rn‘l‘mﬂy
evolving into a global technol
(yﬁy powerhouse, striving for
Al'self-reliance and econom-
ic growth,
Alis no longer a futuristic con-
cept-it is an immediate reali-
ty reshaping India’s digital
landscape. Projections sug-

India is emerging as a dom-

gest that Al will contribute
$500 billion to the Indian
economy by 2025, accounting
for 10 per cent of the nation-
al GDP. The technology is rev-
olutionising industries, from
agriculture to healthcare and
revitalising cultural and lin-
guistic heritage. India is not
merely adopting Al it is active-
ly leading the revolution
through ambitious govern-
ment initiatives, mﬁ:abnrar
tions with tech giants and
extensive investment in Al
infrastructure. The Indian gov-
ernment has launched sever-
al initiatives to position the
country as a leader in AL

The IndiaAl Mission and the
establishment of Indias first Al
University in Maharashtra
reflect a strong commitment to
technological leadership.
Partnerships with global tech

VINAY PATHAK

firms like NVIDIA are helpin, cs
develop Al solutions tailor
to India’s unique challenges.
Al-driven tools in agriculture,
such as CropIn and Intello
Labs, assist farmers in predict-
ing weather patterns, opti-
mising irrigation, and detect-
ing crop diseases, thereby
boosting productivity and sus-
tainability.

India’s corporate sector is also
investing heavily in AL

Companies like Infosys and
TCS are deploying Al-driven
solutions to streamline busi-
ness processes, automate cus-
tomer service, and optimise
supply chains. Infosys' Nia
platform enhances efficiency
and reduces operational costs,
while Zohos Al-powered
CRM tools empower small
and medium enterprises to
compete globally. Generative
Al tools like ChatGPT are
increasingly being utilised by
job seekers, with 87 per cent
leveraging them to refine
resumes and prepare for inter-
views.

Despite its rapid progress,
India faces significant chal-
lenges in Al a‘ruptmn. A crit-
ical skills shortage in Al-relat-
ed professions remains a press-
ing issue. To address this, the
National Programme on Al

states like Karnataka and
Tel are establishing Al

growing, with increasing vul-
nerability to sophisticated
Lybcramck‘ In 2023, a major
Indian bank suffered a ran-
somware attack, disrupting
services for millions of cus-
tomers. Al-powered cyber
tools, while beneficial, can be
exploited by malicious actors.
The dangers of misinforma-
tion and Al-generated deep-
fakes are almguummg more
aysmnt The viral deepfake
eo of actor Rashmika
d in 2023 highligt

endangered languages such as
Toda and (»onfn

The Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute is using Al

to digitise ancient manuscripts,

ensuring the preservation of
Indids historical knowledge. Al
is further enhancing the enter-
tainment sector through
immersive experiences, such as
virtual reality tours of histor-
ical sites and Al-curated
regional literature and music
recommendations.

In healthcare, Al-driven tools

hubs to nurture innovation
and talent development.
However, while India pr
duces over 1.5 million engi-
neers annually, only a small
percentage have th alised
expertise require r Al
development.
Al rise also brings security
concerns. Cyber ﬁumu are

cd the risks of Al-driven dis-
information. Similarly, Al-
powered voice cloning scams
are on the rise, posing signif-
icant fraud risks.

Al is also playing a crucial role
in preserving India’s cultural
and linguistic heritage.
Institutions like 1T Madras are
developing Al models to revive

like Niramai are revolutionis-
mE early cancer detection,
ile telemedicine platforms
like Apollo Telehealth are pro-
viding medical access to rural
communities. The education
sector is benefiting from Al-
powered platforms. In disaster
management, Al is hclpi:s
predict natural disasters as

coordinate relief efforts. The
Indian  Meteorological
Department employs Al to
analyze weather patterns and
issue early warnings for
cyclones and floods, thereby
minimising casualties.
Al is not merely a technolog-
ical tool; it is a transformative
force shaping Indids future.
However, the country must
strike a balance between inno-
vation and ion to ensure
ethical Al deployment. As Al
evolves, India must establish a
robust framework to address
ethical concerns, security risks,
and workforce rmkn]lmg
Collaborative efforts between
l}::ﬁwcmmm(. industry, and
'mia will be key in ensur-
ing Al benefits for the society.
(The writer is an assistant
professor at IIIT, Sonepat;
views are personal)
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A thought for today

News is what somebody somewhere wants
to suppress: all the rest is advertising
LORD NORTHCLIFFE

Talk Big, Move On

There’s a method in ‘Trump’s mad headline-making
In 25days, Trump has made America great again, Goneare illegal

immigrants, handeuffed and deported on military planes. High
tariff walls guard US interests - China, Canada, Mexico won't
dare dump a shirt button now. The fentany| tap has been turned off,
climate change cancelled, Gaza solved, and peace in Ukraine is a
finger snap away. Iran and N Korea will fall in line. Everything's fixed.
Except, none of this has happened - The Economist just reported
that Elon Musk's relentless federal govt pruning has “scarcely made a
dent in spending”. Trump has spoken unexpected, outrageous
Ihlnw\. mmpulnlwl) made headlines with his fiats,
{) . But headline T

isnolunwrlmncn For proof, read India‘s old five-
year plans, or look at all the foundation plaques
littering the country. A highway here, a

townshipthere, the promise of a power plant

they never got past the headline stage.
Headlines don’t make a nation great, but
they magnify the individual, the ruler, and
even ldeas, Brexit was not a great idea, but
headlines made it the answer to UK's problems, Almost nine years
after the fateful referendum, it's clear that UK's trade in goods has
suffered. Travelling has become cumbersome,

Headlines perk up business too, Al is the latest craze, everything
from ACs to water purifiers and cars must have it. What happened to
10T, the internetof things? But that was a headline peg 7-8 years ago.
Five years ago we were all golng to live and shop in the metaverse - a
term coined in 1992 but made popular by headlines after 2017, Firms
sprang uptosell designer stufl forouronline avatars, We werealso
according to headlines - going to buy a lot of ble tokens or

DIPLOMACY'S LIKE JAZZ 882 ENDLESS BOREDOM swaiiies

What to make of the Indian PM-US Prez bonhomie? Trump won’t give Modi too hard a
time but not a free pass either. But bilateral flashpoints can't undo the strategic logic of
Indo-US relations. Trump knows this, and Modi & his team know Trump well

He Likes India But Old Buddies Who're
Likes Tariffs More Necessary Pardners

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri

on  before Trump
took his second oath of
office, afew things were
clear to New Delhi in
its initial intoractions.
One, this was Trump
unalloyed, no longer moderated by
Inexperionce and a Beltway staff as he
was in his first term. Two, India should
not expect loeway because of strategic
relations, Trump largely sces allles and
partners as freoloaders, he would have
1o be won over on I grounds.

India's rigorous offset and domestic
production requiremonts. By bundling
it all into a 1W0year USIndia Major
Defence Partnership for the 2ist century
the Issuecan now be worked out over time.
Modi govt sensibly argued “deals of
billions and billlons™ required acoessing
technology like fifth-generation 135
fighters - and Trump agreed,

It must be understood the new

Michael Kugelman

Modl's visit 0 Was
4 hington can be catego-
rised as a success, He
ronewed  his  nearly
deocade-long friendship
with Trump. The two
sldos underscored their
commitment to furthe

atlon will be in
pursuing its economic agenda. Knowing
how he operatos, itU's almost cortain that
boehind closed dwf: Trump was

Three, India's two biggest for
the US prosident were its protectionism
and its illogal migrants,

Like most workd leaders, Modi agreed
o Trump's invitation for an early
summit with some wariness. Trump
turns normal diplomacy on 1ts hoad. He
Issues threats which he

oes as
leverage,

holds W
quickle summit

NFTs, And the office was dead, headlines said. Butactually, WeWork
collapsed. In Orwell's 1984, when the weekly chocolate ration is
reduced to 20g, there are demonstrations to thank Big Brother for
raising it. That's the power of headlines. Trump knows it.

Child’s Play
Decoding Musk taking his kids to big meetings

odi met many important people in Washington. So who made
M for the cutest photo-op? No prizes for guessing: it's the one
with Musk's kids. It was an unusual sight for us Indians and
has created a lot of buzz here. Because when our men of state (they
are, usually and sadly, mostly men) discuss matters of weight and
wealth, itis not with their toddlers in tow. Same for most countries.
But America’s a bit different. First Children, for example, are
always a big deal. JFK era images of Caroline and John Jr playing in
the Oval Office were all the rage, long before
Instagram and TikTok. Caroline onee, famously,
walked intoa cabinet meeting, asking JFK totie her
shoelaces, With Trump himself not having any
pinafore or knickerbocker aged children, Musk's
are Nlling in. The other day at the Oval Office he
was sporting Lil X, whoeven ran his ‘nosey’ against
the Resolute Desk. X was thereat the meet with Modi
100, but so were the twins Azure and Strider.
Interestingly, it's much more common in India
for small children to share thelr parents’ bedroom. In US, by contrast,
children tend to sleep separately from an early age. And yet, children
sharing adult spaces is also more common over there. In a globalising
world, where cultural practices are converging at pace, this trend is
catching on. Some years ago, New Zealand's then prime minister,
Jacinda Ardern took her threemonth-old daughter to UN and
played with her before delivering a big speech. That must have put
ideas into the heads of a lot of working women everywhere, And
Musk cavorting with his kids at high meetings can be Inspirational
100, for dads this time around.

Right Under Our Noses,
A Very Refined Sense

Smelling is easy, also wonderfully complex & important

creates experiences, emotions,

melling is the easiest and most
Slmmrnl thing In the world. It
memorkes  and  behaviours.

and mustard taste similar if you hold
your breath, Smell and taste are also
very manipulable senses, Some cafes
draw In customers by spreading the

And yet, Inour ageof sight

scent s sidolined. The Forgotten
Sense: The New Science of Smell
and the Extraordinary Power of
the Nose by Jonas Olafsson
shows Just how fundamental this
capability is

For starters, humans  are
extraordinarily good at it contrary to
popular belief. We don't realise this
because 1h  century  Western
sclentists  created an  opposition
botween higher intellectual abilitios
(and associated this with white men)
and the ‘lower’ sense of smell,

But in fact, hu
mans arne more
sensitive to  odour
molectiles than rats
(M to W), bats or
spider monkeys (58
to 2. The only
animal that beats us
hollow Is the dog
but we can give oven
dogs a run for their
money, with tralning
Humans'  sense
smell ks enhanced by
the enormous capa-
clties of the rest of
thelr brain

Smell s an emo-
tional time-machine,
we know, ealling up
old memories. It can
also summon up disgust Hke no other
sonse, whether 1o body odours or
other assoclations with a negative
charge. In fact, those who are more
oasily  disgusted seem  to  have
conservative or authoritarian political
attitudes. It's not surprising that
racism often manifests itself in
descriptions of body odour.

The sense of smell works by
encompassing and taking cues from
other senses. If a liguid has a colour,
prophe nssume It has a smoll, Smoll is
usually disguised as taste - ketehup

seentof ¢

Rosearch now shows that the
sense of smell Is an Interface where
the faculties of the brain meet and
collaborate. Olfactory Impalrment
has a link with dementia and other
brain diseases.

For the millions who have lost
their sense of smell aftor Covid,
there ks hope - the sense of smell can be
trained, via steady exposure to things
lke rose, clove, cucalyptus and
lemon. The book shows the current
limits of the sclence on smell
too;  clalms  about  pheromones
and aromatherapy
should be taken with
caution.

Olfactory proces
ses are shaped by
emotions, life expe
rlences and cultural
conventions.

Our expectations
are orucial, This is
why an odd combi.
nation of Innocuous
things like vanilla
foe  croam  with
ketchup  tends  to
repel us. Traditional
smelly foods, like
Sweden's sour
herring or durian in
Southeast Asla, are
culturally specific
those familiar with them love them,
others find them unbearable.

The cognitive perspective on
smell can be useful In everyday life
for Instance, if chocolate bs your
unhealthy craving, simply smelling a
teaspoon of 1t wrapped in foll for five
minutes can desensitise the brain
and reduce the urge.

The sense of the smell s the most
anclent, but perhaps also the most
rofined of our senses, the book
suggosts. And most of us have a world
of smells to discover.

18 few concesslons, and
then allows mintons to work out further
detalls lnter: A sunny press conference ks
often proceded by bullytng behind closed
doors, Every govt is trying to determine
what tod
1o ensure Trump lets the rest of the
agenda be handed to negotintors.

India got through the first summit
largely unseathed, Trump accepted
Modi's handful of tarkfY cuts as an “act
of good faith” and agreed to begin
bilateral trade negotintions. Such an
agreement was bandled about with
Trump's team in 2020 only to be buried
by Covid, Such an agreement will be
dimeult but will be largely welcomed by
New Delhi as it will also cover supply
chain integration, the core of modern
trade talks, US bs Incia’s largest source
of forelgn investiment, capital, technology

IROX)
Indian  commerce
minkstry’s tacties in
the fiest Tramp term,
will not be abave
Imposing tarifTs if it feols
Now Delhl ks giving it
the run around in trade
negotiations, Notioe the tight
autumn deadline fora first
round of deliverables, .
Additionally there s *
theagendaof the Sillcon
Valloy constellation who
surround White House
and want a kvel play
ing ground for US
and domestic firms
In Indin and less
rostrictive  rogula:
tons, This will run
afoul of the Modi
wovt's support for
national champlons
and small and mexdium
businesses. Expect (his
tobeacontinuing fric-
tion point. On the
other hand, Silicon
Valley support helped
onsure  pro
mises to work
together  on

ring a  fastgrowing

strategic partnership. All this, despite

the Trump administration belng in offlce

Jess than a month and

with many top India.
focused posts still
vacant,

The maln take-
awny  was  that
the state of the
bilateral partnership
Is strong. But one
might ask, how can
that be so? Indeed,
there's  seemingly
so much that doosn’t
bode well for the
relationship in
Trump 20, That
the partnership
Is  nonetheless
alive and  well
can be attributed to
factors we'll call the
aPs - precedent,
personalities, and
policy.

Consider the
challenges. India has
long been inTrump's
y umnm-nmn\nn

in the praise they lavished on each other
in Washington, Thelr shared polities
and governing styles, coupled with similar
strategie outlooks, make thelr personal
relationship stronger than Modl's ties
with Trump's two predecessors. Further,
Trump administration features some of
s most fervent

of US:Indla partnership.

Modi and his team know Trump
woll. The current Modi cabinet is mostly
the samo as the previous one that
overlapped with Tramp's first admini
stration. Fow of America’s allles have
New Delhi's lovel of familiarity with
what makes Trump tick. This helps
hedge against Trump's unpredictabili
ty It oxplains why New Delhi smartly
sent preomptive signals to Trump that
It's willing to make concessions on issues
heh: ht i

P v
tariffs,  immigration, US  energy
purchases. 1t shiolded India from
gotting slammed  with new tariffs,
beyond those assockated with Trump's
reciprocal tarifY poliey

Policy convergences are the strongest
Insulation against shocks to the
partnership The Indo-Pacific policy
launched during Trump's first term,
retained by Biden, and embraced by
Indla - will remain core US strategy in
Asla. Trump may want to ease tenslons
with Beljing to lessen the risk of a
US-China conflict. Modi too has recently
sought to reduce strain with Beljing.
Not to mention that India may benefit
from adoss heated US-China rivalry as it
reduces the risk of Beljing retallating
against Indin for the latter's close
partnership with Washington,

m-llI) um-n India's
b Ccomomy lsslowing.
New Delhi s
burdenod with
the delicate
challenge of

Al undersea

taking back
undocunien

cables, green
dista and autonomous systems.
Trump is a curlous |h|vm’n|u k 10 the
us

and s biggest migrant

i Wi

Securing this with a treaty would

I Trump hay Iwn mmux-liv consistent

ly redu

India’s economic future.

Another concern wias
whether  Trump  would
honour  previous  agree
ments on jJointly making
everything from pharmace
uticals to semiconductors.
As this would mean suppor
ting factory work on Indian
soll, it would pit America
First’ against ‘Make in In-
din'. This seems to have
been avolded with the
commitment to “ex
pand Indlan manufac
turing capacity” in both countries and
work together to create “trusted and
resilient supply chains” (meaning no
Chinese Inputs). The main prerequisite
wits that all of these would lose the labels

that US's gl
mmnmlr and military. are
Impoverishing it. Belng o US
military ally is a negative in
his workdviow a sign US has
spent blood and treasure in
your defence. Running a
trade surplus with US is the
flip  side, evidence
you are a vampire
draining US economy:
1t's stratogically short.
sighted and his views on
tarifls make no sense to
anyono but himself. But all this
resonstes  with  many  Amoricans
troubled by the ills on thelr home front
In Trump's global hierarchy what
matters are countries which he judges to
|u~|xrwm1\|l ruled by strongmen and are
“yuuge” In some mly or uuolht-v China

ghven by the Bid

It was known Trump would push
hard for defence purchases. Again, the
Issue was whether he would swallow

Sodoes
India nkm ullh probably Humlu and
Saudi Arabla. These are countries
Trump talks of doing “blg deals™
with, whose leaders he tonds to
pradse and often where Trump
Entorprises have prospervd
They are ones Trump s
prepared  to  spend  time
negotiating with rather than
simply  browbeat.  Again,
this moans these govis may
et a discount voucher but
never a froe pass on policy
As  Trump warned
during  the
conference,

reciprocal nathon.”
The writer s the
South  Asta practice

head, Kurasia Group

y fxated
oneconomie nummlulnn with Beljing
demonstrated in the tariffs he slapped
on Chinn, This ensures continued
opportunitios for USIndia strategic
cooperation, especially on tech.
Trump's approach to world order s
uniikely toclush with New Dethi's, India's
desire for more multipolarity, whk‘lh
18 1ik

ted over 700,000 per some
estimates, India faces pressure to buy
more Amertean oll, at a moment when
Russia’s Is cheap and plentiful, The
HABvisa programme s facingscrutiny

1o upset a leader who wants US to play
less, not more, of arole in the world, and
who wants US partners to do more
burden-sharing. On that latter front,

Ind| high-priority plans to !
trade o connectivity links with
Central Asla - which requires infra
cooperation with ITran could be
scutthed by Tramp's ‘maximum pressure’
policy towards Tehran - no mercy to
those doing business with Iran. Most
Important, Trump has signalled a desire
to partner with China on global security,
which risks loosening the glue - shared
concern about Beljing - that binds
US-Indin strategic partnership

But these are manageable challonges,
llumk: lul)mhrrw- Ps. First, procedent

The

a

of exponential
multifaceted areas of  cooperation
Involving civilian and military officials,
business leaders and genernl publie.
This has bullt up ample goodwill that

growth, producing

when erises  struck including o
minktrade war during the first Trump
administration,

Then there's personalities. The
Tramp-Modi chemistry is veal, evident

Calvin & Hobbes

MISS WORMWOOD, NOT GOING
TO LEARN THIS MATERIAL UNLESS

MU MAKE \T ENTHRALLING ,J

SEE.  AND WHAT WWL You
m 1F TUG REST OF YOUR LIFE
DORSNT ENTERTAIN
You SYERY MINUTE *

#CancelPatriarchy With

Vijay Hashia

‘eteran actor K Chiranjeovi

recently stated that he wants his

son, Ram Charan, to have aboy to
‘continue the legacy’. His statement
highlights how deeply entrenched
patriarchy is In Indian lmumholtl- um!
underlines the need t

and collective sockal realithes. Patriarchal
proctices, such as institutionalisation of
wender-based hiorarchios, have crvated
entrenched systems of inequity These
actions, viewed throwugh the lens of
karm, are contributors to soclotal
disharmony Injustic in

Inclusivity and mutual respect,
Dharm sorves as the gu Idlnu pﬂnrlpk-

N '\ will

Indla has neg: orls

doals tosend missiles m&mlh«m Anum
statos to help them counter China in
South China Sea - un outcome that'll be
welcomed In Trump’s Washington

Trump's likely approsch to India's
nelghborhood counter  China's
economie influence, and pull back from
Pakistan and Bangladesh - will play well
In New Delhi, Additionally, the freeze on
US forelgn akd should have much loss of
an impact on India than on its nelghbours.
It may In fact create more space for
Investments from IDFC, a US Indo Pacific
policy tool that sponsors infra projects
in the region. Indin Is alroady
TDFC's largest market.

Even a seemingly funda
mental disconnect - Buy American
Vs Make in India - is reconci-
lable. New Delhi has signalled
\ it rendiness to buy more
s American products. And
US private  investors
continue to deploy capital in
India.

Ultimately,. US  and
India have no choleo but to
make things work. India, an
emerging power and  China
competitor, Is  Washington's  best
stratogie bet in the ‘Indo’ part of
Indo-Pacific. US is a top destination for
Indlan exports and an Increasingly
Important arms supplier The two may
not be natural partners, but they're
necessary partners.  That'll enable
them to navigate the Inevitable
challenges of the next four years,

The weiter s director of South Aska

Institute, Wilson Center, US

pace
Feminine is
apowerful
dimensionof
life. Without
the feminine
energy,
Shakti. there would be nothing
inexistence.
Sadhguru Jaggl Vasudev

Introspection And Reform

exemplifios the ideal of gender equality.
Patriarchal systems that marginalise one

of

harmony: justies, nmnmqamm all

belngs. Rooted In the Vedic concept, the
dor. dharm

gender or prior
contrndict these spiritual ideals.
(‘mlh*m]xbmrv practices are

! ds that human acth llgn with

such proctices reverberate across

profoundly understanding Imllr
concepts of kurm and dharm,

il
pl\n:lm el splr Ilun)n-mlulkm
Actions undertaken with

Patriarchy wi 4 through
the bens of karm - principle of action and

Its inevitable nmmmm«-« nmi dharm,
"

and :'}#
acommitment toequity can
m\mln‘nn negative conse.

his
prhu iple hhmllnhm-lhlrnl

universal principhes of falrness and
balance, Patriarchal systoms, by
disrupting this harmony,
n-nwwlllm\lmrm leading to

enchod
|u||x'|m\ hulnomu vaul«wlrllual
leaders advocate for inclusivity in
Hindu rituals, The increasing number
of women pujaris, priosts, across Indin
further exemplifies the shift towards

3 1 plritual
(Ilnmnm-ﬂlm When women

arvexchsded from positions

of wuthority or denied equal

patriarchal in
spiritual leadership Fostivals such as
Karwa Chauth, traditionally requiring
women to fast for thelr husbands’

nr-lnlkwump Ir!v«wn vrh-ﬂnl structures THE SPEAKING TREE opportunities this imbalance  well-being, are now practised by many
of Individ violates dharm. couples as mutual acts of devotion,
principhe, al d The of ™ hifts reflect the broader prin
structural dh of ciploof samatva, equity

P g |

that arise from actions. Every action,

whether it perpetuates dominance,

subjugation, or liberation, genoratos
that shape

patrinrchy Through mn-dmn dharmic
actions, socketies can rewrite karmic
pattorns thit have historically favoured
one gender over another, fostering

rme i
patriarchal practices with its core
metaphysical prineiples. The concept
of Ardhanarishwar, depicting Shivand
Parvathas an nseparable whole,

Philosophically addressing patriarchy
Involves not anly eritiquing its
historical and cultural roots but also
recognising its karmic implications.
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'HE HINDU

GROUND ZERO

22, He 18 seen here at his home in Fatehgarh Churian town In Gurdaspur district, Punjab. Siy KuMAR PUSHMNAR

Shackled in

the land of the free

On February 5, the US. deported 104 illegal immigrants to India. The immigrants had left India after borrowing

hefty amounts to pay false agents, traversed inhospitable terrain, and finally found themselves at the US-Mexico
border where they were discovered and sent back in shackles. Abhinay Lakshman reports on their harrowing
Journeys and what compelled them to risk their lives

Gurdaspur

early a week before their children's

school broke for winter vacations, Omi

Devi and Paramjeet Singh began pack-

ing. There was a lot for them to sort out
before they made their big move to the United
States, Their farm had to be taken care of - Omi’s
brother Rajesh Kumar had promised that he
woulkd see to it. Their house in Kurukshetra, Ha-
ryana, had to be emptied, since no one was going
to be staying there for a while.

“The farm was enough for our two families.
The children were in a private school. But Omi
and Paramjeet felt that a litthe more money would
help them,” says Rajesh. “Their oldest daughter,
20, is already in California on a student visa. Ob-
viously, it would be an added bonus for them if
one more child found a future there.”

On December 21, 2024, the family of four flew
out of the Indira Gandhi International Airport in
Delhi with two large suitcases and four back-
packs. Their first stop was Paris and their final
destination was California on the western coast
of the U.S. For the move, Omi and Paramjeet had
borrowed .25 crore from family members,

However, it was only on January 23, 2025, that
Omi and Paramjeet and their children stepped
into California, not past immigration, but
through a hole cut into the border wall between
Mexico and the U.S. near THuana, Within hours,
they were in shackles and within days, they were
on a military plane back to India.

The four of them were among the 104 Indians,
including 19 women and 13 minors, who were de-
ported by the US. after they were caught enter-
ing the country illegally. Their journey back to
Amritsar, Punjab, took 40 hours, Multiple depor-
tees who spoke to The Hindu since they landed
on February 5 say their wrists and ankles were
shackled throughout the journey. The children,
too, were restrained.

In the early hours of February 6, more than 12
hours after they landed in Amritsar, the family re-
turned to Kurukshetra, escorted by the police.
They did not move into their house. Instead, Ra-
Jesh rented a place for them for the time being in
Kurukshetra. Omi and the children were running
a fever.

Before they had left, Omi's children had told
their closest friends in middle school that the fa
mily was moving. Their friends had come to the
alrport to say goodbye, "1 never thought that the
children would be this heartbroken,” says Rajesh,
“They are nervous about going back to school ”

But Rajesh is tenacious, “A dream has been
shattered but this is not the end for us,” he says,

A treacherous journey

Omi and Paramjeet's family are among the hun
dreds of thousands of Indians who undertake
treacherous journeys, popularly called “donkey
routes” in Haryana and Punjab, to make it to the
US. To reach their destination, they often cross
rivers in rickety boats, cimb mountains, and
trudge across deserts and forests. Many of them
die on the way, Most of them have agents who
connect the migrants with ‘donkers’, or people
smugglers. ‘Donkers' in the transit country help
them enter their final destination illegally.

ee

Tknow cops’
children
who have
taken the
Hlegal route.
They also
want to find
out who
these agents
are.

RAJESH

Nrother of Omi,
who was deported
0 Indta

According to estimates from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the share of the “un
authorised Indian migrant population™ has been
increasing steadily from 1990 onwards, It peaked
at 5.6 lakh in 2016 before sharply declining to 2.2
lakh in the 2022 estimates. However, in 2023, da
ta from the ULS. Customs and Border Protection
Nationwide Encounters shows that the number
of Indians apprehended by border patrol forces
had increased to 43,000 from around 18,000 the
previous year, In 2024, this number came down
slightly to 40,000,

While Hllegal immigration has been a point of
political concern and a matter of public debate in
the US. for many decades, it is more pro
nounced now, During the US, presidential elec
tion campaign last year, Donald Trump's tough-

i policies | with voters,
He was sworn in on January 20, 2025, It was
around this time that most of the Indians in the
first batch of deportees say they had crossed the
south-western border of the U.S. on foot,

The moment Omi and her family landed in Pa
ris, they found that one of their suitcases was
missing. There was no time to recover it before
moving on to Italy, thelr next Jeg. From ltaly,
their agent had promised to put them on a small
adrcraft with 1520 others to the U.S. with a sto-
pover in Costa Rica. “But the flight did not get
clearance to land in Costa Rica and landed in EI
Salvador instead,” Rajesh says, adding that they
lost their second suitcase there. Omi and her fa
mily were told that from El Salvador, they were
on thelr own to the Tijuana border.

Robin Handa, 18, is another of the deportees,
Robin says his father, a electrician, took a loan of
30 lakh to send him to the U.S. after Robin com-
pleted a course in Computer Science from the In
dustrial Training Institute in Ambala, Haryana,
“My father put together his savings of over U5
lakh after selling land and took a loan of T30 lakh

to pay an agent who had promised to send me to
the U.S. via the UK.,” he says.

Robin says he made the “expensive” journey
to the U.S, only after he realised that there were
neither any jobs for him in his home town, nor
any prospects of making a decent living.

Robin's agent instructed him to board a flight

Chained indian (llegal iImmigrants on their way to india. Photo: X/@USBPChel
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Omi Devi and Paramjeet Singh were recently deported to Indla, Dewi's brather Rajesh Kumar, who lives in In Kheri Sakra village in Kaithal district, says he still nurtures the dream of going to the U.S. (Right): Jaspal Singh entered California through the Tijuana border crossing on January

Daily labour charges are 3500 a day here,
You know how much I made there [the UK.J?
Atleast £70 (around ¥7,600),

JASPAL SINGH
Tenmigrant who was depocted

to Guyana from Mumbai on July 24, 2024, “Then,
unlike what he had promised, I was taken to Bra
#l. First, 1 travelled some distance by foot along
with 30 others, including Indians, Nepalis, and
Bangladeshis. Then we crossed seas on small
boats and waded through rivers. Then we tra
versed the Amazon jungles to reach Peru, then
Ecuador, and finally Colombia. From there, |
went to the U.S. - Mexico border. | was arrested
from there on January 22." he says.

While Robin had been promised by his agent
that he would reach his destination in a month
through the “donkey route”, it took him nearly
six months. He spent many of these months with-
out proper food. "Anyone who fell sick would be
left behind to fend for themselves,” he recalls,

Jaspal Singh, 36, from Punjab's border district
of Gurdaspur, entered California through the Ti
Juana border crossing on January 22, a day before
Omi and her family crossed over with thelr chil
dren. But his journey began more than two years
ago. “1 had arranged for the 140 lakh that my
agent had asked for, and left Delhi in February
2022, 1 flew to London on a tourist visa, The
agent said | would have to wait there until he
could get the paperwork done to get me into the
U.S. 1 kept waiting. | found a dormitory and spent
two years doing construction work,” he says.

Jaspal says he was even able to send money
home: “You know how much daily labour charg
e are here? TS00 a day. Do you know how much |
made there? At Jeast £70 (around 17,600)."

Meanwhile, Jaspal would call his agent every
day to check on the progress of his U.S. paper-
work, "I have my heavy vehicle drivens’ licence. |
have studied only till Class 10. 1 just wanted to go
to the US. and drive trucks. What's wrong in
wanting to seck a better lfe," he asks.

After two years in London, Jaspal went to Bar-
celona, where he believed his agent was staying.
“I kept speaking to him on the phone, but he
would not meet me. A few days later, he finally
put me on a flight to Brazl, saying the people
there would sort out my paperwork.”

After running from pillar to post in Brazl, Jas-
pal was tokd that he would have to make his way
to the Mexico-U.S. border by road from Brazil.
“There were about a dozen people with me. We
travelled by bus, taxi, and walked for days on
end. We walked a lot in Panama,” he recalls.

Within hours of reaching California, Jaspal was
arrested by uniformed officers, shoved into a
bus, and sent to a camp in San Diego. "They took
all our belongings except for the clothes on our
backs. During the day, we ate biscuits, fruit, and
chips. At night we would get bread,” he says,

After 10 days in the camp, Omi's family, Jaspal,
and other Indian deportees were shackled and
put on a bus to the air strip, There, they boarded
a military aircraft. “Throughout the journey,
there were perhaps two instances when our
handcuffs were removed,” recalls Omi,

Jaspal says everyone near him on the flight was
crying. No one knew where exactly they were go-
ing. "About 67 hours into the flight, I asked the
security personnel where we were headed. He
said, ‘India’, 1 asked where in India, He said, ‘I
don't know,™ he says,

Robin is upset. 1 did all this only to be chained
like an animal and brought back,” he says.

Of apps and phones

According to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, a global policy fo-
rum that promotes policies to improve the eco-
nomic and social well-being of people around the
world, the number of asylum requests in the US.
from Indian nationals rose from about 6,000 in
2020 to 51,000 in 2023, According to data cited in
a 2025 Johns Hopking University School of Ad-

vanced International Studies paper, 66% of asy-
lum cases involving Indian nationals between
2001 and 2022 had been filed by Punjabi speak-
ers. Of the 104 Indians deported by the U.S. last
week, the highest number (33) was from Gujarat,
29 were from Punjab, and 33 from Haryana.

Within hours of being sworn in, Trump
banned the Customs and Border Protection One
mobile app that had been used to allow migrants
to schedule appointments at eight southwest bor-
der ports of entry, requesting asylum.

For Indians taking the ‘donkey route’, down
loading an app was never their first priority. They
say thelr priosity was to reset thelr phones to fac
tory settings, destroy their SIM cards and, if pos-
sible, dispose of the phone. “The moment Omi's
family crossed into the U.S. on January 23, | was
cut off from them," says Rajesh,

Jaspal says the agents had made it clear to
them that their phones should not help people fi-
gure out their identities,

‘Dreams are dreams’
The moment the deportees landed in Amritsar,
they were fed “properly,” remembers Jaspal. The
deportees were told at immigration to jot down
h details they b § of their res-
pective agents. "It Is impossible to remember
their phone numbers, Also, it is not as if we have
very good relationships with the agents,” he says.

The police have launched extensive operations
to try and identify these agents and prosecute
them, The Haryana and Punjab police have regis-
tered cases against travel agents who allegedly
“duped” the deportees who landed in Amritsar.

“When we were being escorted back, | remem-
ber the Punjab police telling us that they would
help us to the extent possible,” says Jaspal,

Rajesh says he is not surprised that the police
have been willing to help identify these agents
and recover money. I know cops’ children who
have taken the illegal route. They also want to
find out who these agents are,” he says.

But as the police in Haryana and Punjab can-
vass villages to go after the agents, there is also
nervousness. In Haryana's Bhaini Kalan village, at
the home of Aditya Kumar, one of the deportees,
young men speak in hushed tones as a man in a
dark suit sits on a chair, taking notes. Aditya's
brother says he has not returned home yet. “The
police are here now. Please leave. We do not want
any trouble,” he says,

Jaspal has had enough for the time being. "1
have lost everything, | can’t bring myself to think
about retrying the trip,” he says.

However, Rajesh refuses to give up, “We were
raised in the village. We don't stop just because
we falled once. The dream is alive," he says.

Rajesh says he speaks not just for his family,
but for most of his village. "It is not like our gran-
aries are running empty,” he explains, "Even if
we don't do any work here in the village, we will
survive; we have enough food. But is this
enough? There are no jobs for us here and
dreams are dreams.”

Rajesh says they see neighbours sending chil-
dren abroad and showing off their money in the
form of new cars. Pointing to a group of gigghing
children on their way home from school, he
throws a challenge: “Do you want to check how
many of them want to go to the U.S?"

He has already sent his older son, 20, to
Brampton in Canada, where he Is studying man-
agement. His younger son, 16, is packed and rea-
dy to leave the minute his father will allow it.
“Forget my son, 1 have been ready to go to the
U.S. no matter what for years now,” Rajesh says,
At 45, he has exhausted all his attempts at secur-
ing jobs in the Army and paramilitary forces. In
addition to farming, he drives trucks for a living,

Rajesh's priority now is to help get Omi and Pa-
ramjeet get back on thelr feet and ensure that
their children are again enrolled in school. One of
the children needs o prepare to write the 10th
Board exam this year. “But if we can arrange the
money, | would go tomorrow to the US.," he says,

abhtnay. dakshman g chehirdu o
With inpuits from Alisha Dutta
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TRUSTworthy Enough
To Give and Tech

India for access, US for supply chain strength

While tariff talk is still in the air, Narendra Modi and Do-
nald Trump deepening engagement between their two
countries by signing the TRUST (Transforming the Rela.
tionship Utilising Strategic Technology) Initiative is the
real bilateral headline news, This is welcome news and
deft diplomacy within weeks of Trump assuming office.
The areas covered — Al semiconductors, defence, space
and biotech — will propel India as a complementary for-
ce to US tech dominance, India needs access to tech and
must build manufacturing capability in strategic indu-
stries. The US, on its part, needs supply chain resilience.
Take AL The tech is being advanced in Silicon Valley
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I CHAPATI 2 Delhihas handled first weeks of adisruptive Trump 2.0 better than many others

More Strategy, Less Noise

cheeky summary of Na.

renidra Modi's visit to the

/ US would be: COMPACT to

P reset [CET as TRUST. Quite
.nt:l:w from silly punning

withcontr from Indlans s, who
will also aid its dispersal. India must scale up hardware
capacity to contribute more at both ends of the tech's de-
velopment and deployment

US defence production has incorpo-
rated Indian vendors, and the process
can be sped up with access to more US
tech. This benefits India’s indigenous
defence production effort, As a big bu-
yer of US weapons platforms, growth
of local vendors helps both the USand
India lower costs. Commercial exploi-
tation of space, too, will benefit from a bigger role for In-
dian firms as tech costs are being driven down, From the
US perspective, India is an alternative to China in blo-
tech, Emergence of an Indian ecosystem in each of these
areas should lower innovation costs — vital for the US to
maintain its tech lead over China,

Washington's signal to US companies about its com-
fort with New Delhishould accelerate tech-driven outso-
urcing. India has a long way to go before it catches up
with the world's biggest defence spenders, and the US
will want tobe there for most of that journey. Strategical-
ly splitting production of armaments is economical,
Greater access to core and allied tech Is needed to nurtu-
re tles, It speaks of Trump's priorities that the India-US
tech-sharing agreement is being unveiled when the US
threatens the rest of the world with reciprocal tariffs,

‘Civic Disobedience’,
Third World Version

In Indin, the line ‘Rules are meant to be broken' isn't just a co-
untercultural philosophy, it's the default position, Nowhere
I8 this more evident than on our roads. Take the sheer reck
lessness — passed off as Ingenuity among jugaad devotees
of motorists and 2.wheel drivers who treat road dividers as
suggestions, driving against the traffic as shorteuts. Car ow
ners in the backseat also don't bataneyelld if thelr chauffeurs
brute-foree thelr SUVS across rules and regulations that are
there toactually make life on the road less chaotc.
Podestrians aren't only vietims, but perps too. Overbridges
and subways? Too much effort, Why bother when you can scale
adivider, Instead. After all, shaving off n seconds s worth
theriskof accident, or worse. From thero.
ads, this lack of clvic sense — common
sense, really —alsoseeps intoother public
spaces, Whetheroutsidea ticket counter, a
temple or getting off an alveraft, forming
an orderly queve ks an allen idea. Taking
selfies In crowded, even hazardous, spots?
Nothought will be put into it regardlk f
Ise. Play ing music loud-

theinc
Iy from phones in a metro is seen asa hag, not anuisance.
And these are Just forms of ‘civie disobedience’ in an ‘exter

nal environs' form. Bad behaviour Is abetted — from giving
bribes to ‘lubricate’ a transaction to encouraging ‘casual mi
sogyny’ — with the knowledge that it's wrong, but something
only ‘other people’ mustn'tdo. Asaresult, a 'third world" mind
set is perpetuated. While the government has much to blame
for letting matters shide In implementing law, it won't pay to
lay all blame at its door: Frankly, it's we, the people, who get the
conditions we comply with. Or decide to consider pointless.

The optics of Musk's young kids facing
Modi's not-so-young Turks is cool

The Kids Are Alright,
In a Big Boys” Room

Noteveryone — inmal-baap India, that Is — seems to have
quite ‘understood’ what Musk Jrs were doing in the room
where Elon met Modi. Some fusty souls even raised their
pencilled eyebrows, saying the presence of the Musk-ete-
ors was 'odd’ enough, but thelr nannies — ‘Not even their
mum(s)!’ — being there was ‘a bit much, nahin® Uncleyi,
Auntieji, the thing is, in America, having kids at the work-
place, no matter how ‘serfous’ the work may be, s no haa-
ram, Ne will

vefor acronyms - there ks much the
Indian delegation can bring home
with satisfaction. To be sure, pro-
bloms remain. The tarll sword has
been stayed, not sheathed. Despite
the political nudge, hopes for even a

Thumbs up, hackles down

Timited ‘bilatoral trade ag

(BTAY by Sep 2025 will require a har
monksation of Indlan and American
trnde negotistors. In the past, this

and wing tec RIS CoOpern.
thon, almost with cut-and-paste phra
ses, 8 new nomenclature — and an
ambitious paragraph on Al

» The ‘evolution of the world into n
whobal workplace' and “‘putting in pla
oe , mutually

has resembled Superman meeting
Kryptonite.

To achleve an wide-
ranging BTA, .. [that) will take an in

tograted approach to strengthen and
doepen bilateral trade across the go-
odds and servioes sector, ad will work
towards increasing market acoess, ro-
ducing taritf and non tarlfl barriers,
and deepening supply chain integra.
thon' by September 2025, when Trump
Is expoctod to visit India, is hard, tho
ugh not impossible. Political :md dl

us and socure mobility frameworks'
» Even bollerplate language on ‘AS
EAN contrality’ in the Indo-Pacifl
In turn, India has promised to
grow its strategie commitments. It
has implicitly acknowledged that
the buildingof Indian military caps.
citles and capabilities will enjoin
upon it a groater net seeurity provi
der role in the Indo-Pacific and be

plomatiec urgency tocr
verable will pertaps prevail
Frankly, fullure or inordinate de-
Loy ks not anopthon for a ot bs st stake.
The text of the joint statement indi
cates Trump has conceded language
with that India can be comfortable,
with the broader idea that he will get
enhunced market accoss and a mini
il deficit, He has agroed to;
& Not just military sales but ‘co-pro-
duction with India to strengthen in
teroperability and defence industri
al cooperation’ as well as ‘reciprocal

yond. The landscape ro-
Inforces the IME] L( tomplate with a

sharpor edge and a wider soope: “The
beaders recognised the need to bulld
new plurilsteral anchor partner
ships in the Western
Indian  Ocean,
Middle  East,
and  Indo-Pa
cifie to grow
relationsh-
Ips, commer
o and coope:
ration  across
defence,  techno logy.
onergy and eritical minerals. The be.
aders expoct 1o AINOUNCE NEW part
nership initiatives across these sub-
regions by fall of 2005,

Many of the points and phrases
above are standird for a conventio-
nal, If aspirational, communiqué,
Yed, they are counterintuitive to the
finger-wagging  transactionalism
and'What've you done for me lately?
approach that most countries have
come to associnte with, and fear
from, Trump. India's diplomats can
pat themselves on the back, It 1s now
over 1o thelr colleagues in the com
morco ministry A trade deal that iy
fdr — it beast one that Trump can be
convinood ks fair and a victory hecan

supplyof defencogoodsandservices',  The text ov mm statement  ciuim — s crucial for any of the rost
» ‘Large scale [nuclear] local of the joint bo realised
and possible technology transfor’,  language 'R'l M India can be Inall this, s there a largor messa.

Including for ‘advanced small modu
lar reactors’
» Continuing the Biden-era critical

comfortable, with the broader
idea that he will get enhanced
market access and a minimal deficit

ge for Indian foreign policy? New
Delhi has finessed the Nirst fow weeks
of o disruptive Trump administra.

tion better than many others — at le-
ast 5o far Nevertheless, the period
T not been without its lessons, Not
withstanding the cireus surroun
ding Trump's domestic and interna
tional meoves, South Block wnd the
political leadership have maintal
ned a studied and mature slience.
They have embraced a pragmathe ¢l
vilisational virtue passed on to us by
our anclents: the maun vrat (affir
mation of reticence).

In a chaotle and noksy world, one
can either selze opportunities that
appear and bulld one’s capacitios
or simply add to the chacs and the o
Ise. Modi and his team are acting as
would be expected of custodians of
India’s interest

Having said that, diplomatic in
llmnun points will emerge not just
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Takingan
Exam?

JAVAROW

Sometimes, the most unlikely
students do well, whileothers
perfurm below expectation. Is
there acomponent other than
hard work and study that makes
for sucoess” Similarty, in sport,
o players sametimes fall while
novices win, What s the reason
for this? Resoarchers havo now
understood the major role play-
ed by the mind, In success. Ina

f Trump but in
qnu-ul Trump. The quest for hearts
and minds — and oconomic and poli
theal stakes — in the Global South is
becoming that much harder: Trum
plan America has abdics uul

A certaln

d with measuring
talent and ability, we often over
ook the importance of the mind,
which is subtie and difficult to
evaluate

’I‘lr Bhagwad Gita gives \nhm
and its

shredding USAID, lul
instance, It has targe-
ted  both  wasteful
spenvding and useful
spending. The unort

leading to restiessness in the
developing world, This Is also
creating space for China. This
cannot go uncontested. India will
have to step up Its game

hodox plan for a Gaza riviera and the
social media accusations of racism
against the South African govern
ment are other examples, These are

role in success, The Gita, \rnu-
ZAB, sy, Samatvam yoga ucya:
1 equanimity of mind ks suc
cons’; verno 250 says, ‘Yogah ki
masu kaushalam — profickncy
of nction mikes for sucoess”. To
gether: they present the formula
for sucoess. When the mind is
calm, intedloct is cloar and the
action is beilliant. However well
propoarod you may be, i the mind
Isdisturbed, thinking gets con-
fusext and you are not able 1o ae
o your own knowledge

What disturbs the mind? Unful
Mlled desbre. Everyone has desire.
Tho difference ks — Is your desi
reunder control of the lnlc‘il« l"

leading to a holy
in the developing world. They are al
so creating space for China,

This cannot go uncontested. Indin
will harve to step up fts game. Unlike st
G20 In 20223, 1t will not hiwe the US by

Orh

v intoa force that wrvaks lul\\r
within you? Concentration ks
vital link in sucoess, A batsman
may play bedlliantly (il he reach
l’:lhi'm‘il\‘ll‘ll A0, his mind
hift h

its side this time. Par the
siccess of the Washington, ll vlnll

1o worry
over past txnhmnnrulumlm for

numl the Voleeof Glo 'hnl:umlh Sum
e, or a similar effort on Modi's part.

Theauthor is parter, The Asko Group
and chatr of its Inedin proctice

But We Have Promises to Keep

8

mmmq ago, R.nun slmdl hmnl a

small town for better opportunities.
Though he earned more as a delivery
min than his father ever did, wealth
remiinet unevenly distributed, He
couklafford toeducate his children,
but knew that true economie securt
ty wisstill out of roach,

As the new millennium began,
schomes [ike MGNREGA created
rural employment opportunities,
while Initlatives like Iﬂ1~.<-x|mmtn|

doy
llmm{ the C: umnlmlnu in hh
Il plot

=
B

ace sson,
Rawvl, bec nnu-llwhnml) st

have imagined. Direct cash trans.
fors and pensions will support
vulnerable families, while incenti
ves for small businesses and star
ups boost grassroots growth,
Raviand his family’s story mirrors
the Journoy of millionsof Indians.
While inequality remains n chal
Jenge, the new badget provides hope
that policies will align more closely
with the Constitution’s vision of

village. A farmer wi
and bigdreams, he didn't grasp
terms Hke Justioe’ or ‘directive
principles’. But he knew this docy.
ment promised a fairer future — for
him and generations to come.

In the 19508, Singh saw lwwd re
forms and iry rigation projects take
shape. But village |

mlumwmwummw Then came an
unexpected crisis: Covid

“The pandemm ke in 2020 reversed
yearsof progress, Ravi, who had
secured i stable job in the ity Jost his
Income overnight, Back in the villa
e, Mohan's relatives struggled even

4 ch

mor,

The budget allocates
mﬂmn«l ks for small farmers,
promising better irrigation, access
1o bow-interest crodit and subsidies
for organie furming

Singh's dreams of a falrer agricul
tural system are finally sooing hope.
Anew employment guarantee
u)mnu-ﬁwunnn youth, andan

tough, State

d DTS helpod of MGNREGA alm to
dustry felt distant from his fiedds. By but were notenough, Whilewealthy  c reate mare jobs in both rural and
the 19605, his son Mohan joined him, kly the urb L bringing gre

dreamingof becoming u teacher,
Droughts foroed him todrop out and
help the family survive, While
wealthler farmers embraced mo-
dern tools, small farmers |ike Stngh
struggled. The( 's pro-

poor bore the brunt of the crisis,
reinforcing how frngile economie
progress was for many families
In the 75th year of the Ce um\llul
nun Gol unvoiled Budget 2025
inclusive ami

miseof equality felt far away
By the 1980s, economic reforms
reshaped Indla, Mohan moved ton

equitable future. Key provisions
alm to bridge mmumk' gapsl that

er
stability to people like Mohan,
sought work beyond farming,
Increased investments in digital
learning, rural schools and health.
care Infrastructure promise botter
opportunithes for the next genera.
ton, Ravis children may recelve an
A health n

il ¥ Ravi believes
l)ml real change is possible if econo-
mie growth benefits everyone, not
Justaseboct fow. As Indin moves
forward, he hopes that the (deals of
the Constitution - justioe, liberty;
equality and fraternity — will be
more than just words in a document.
They must be a lived reality for all

Of course, this lsn't just Ravi’s
story I°s the story of India — of
farmers, workers, small business
owners and dreamens who have
winlked a long road of progress and
struggle, [t's time to reaffirm its
foundational promises. The Jowrney
ahead must be oneof shared pro-
sperity ensuring that no family is
Joft behind. India has the opportuni
ty to truly fulfi] these promises in
the yeurs 10 come.

Y
could never

fumilies ke Ravi's h
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How to Stop Brain Drain

SuryaHK &
Sandeep Sen

they kand well
pay ing jobs, repay
ment lsn'tan
Issue. But with
opportunities
shrinking in the
US, Europo and
Canmda, many
rlsk defaulting
without stabile

The Indian diaspora s often refer
rodd toas the ‘model immigrant’ due
toseveral distinguishing factors in
countries where they settle — high
educational qualifications, ccono

oy
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Guardians of

‘ereen gold’

Konda Reddi women set out on a quest for tender shoots of a
species of bamboo endemic to the Godavari Valley forests during
the monsoon. Konda Veduru, known for its rich nutritional value,
gained popularity post-COVID-19 when many started exploring
healthy food options. However, the recipes of a myriad of delicacies
made with the green gold' the tribe prepares to celebrate the onset
~+ of summer remains its well-kept secret, writes

T. Appala Naidu

eight, Kondla Sambhu Reddi, 62, puts on

his off-white dhoti and a wrinkled white

shirt to go to the weekly shandy. He steps
out of his wooden hut and checks the dried bam-
boo shoots hanging on a string in the verandah.

The weakened current of the stream flowing
close by his hut brings a smile on his face as he
knows that it is an indicator of the onset of sum-
mer.

Sambhu brings home the best fish available at
the shandy to cook and relish his tribe's ancient
delicacy. “We welcome summer with the delica-
cy made of the fish caught in our stream and the
dry bamboo shoots. This is our unigue tradition,
a cherished memory of our Konda Reddi tribe
that has been passed on for generations,” he says.

Nearly 50 Konda Reddi families live in Alluri
Sitarama Raju (ASR) district's Aaku Maamidi Kota
village, where the biggest weekly shandies on the
tri-State border of Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh are held

“Preparing dishes with bamboo shoots to wel-
come the summer is not a community affair. Ho-
wever, every family enjoys cooking and eating
them as the catch of fish and prawn are abundant
in our stream at the beginning of the summer,"
says Sambhu’s son Nagi Reddi, 35.

“Our tribe collects and consumes the tender
shoots of the Konda Veduru bamboo variety
[Dendrocalamus strictus], which grows only on
the hill plains,” he says.

After dropping out of college in his final year
of B.Sc, he assists his father in commercial agri-
culture, primarily cultivating Annato, a seed used
in lipstick production.

The Konda Reddi tribe is a Particularly Vulner-
able Tribal Group (PVTG) located in the Godavari
Valley of Andhra Pradesh. Women in this tribe
have a high fertility rate, with most having more
than five children. As of 2024, a Konda Reddi wo-
man from Muntha Maamidi village in the Mare-
dumilli Agency of Alluri Sitharama Raju district,
holds the record for the highest number of chil-
dren-11 in total.

Sambhu hvc! in Aaku Maamidi Kota vﬂh@
nearly 27 deep inside the
forest cover on the anm!m Rampa-Malkangiri m
bal trade route, which is still a stronghold of Left
Wing Extremist (LWE) Groups in India’s Red Cor-
ridor spreading along the Sabari-Sileru-Godavari
rivers,

l t's January 31, a Friday. As the clock struck

A prized catch
The Konda Veduru is considered a prized catch
by the Konda Reddis.

Native to South Asia, Konda Veduru occupies
more than 53% of India’s total area under bam-
boo. It is also extensively used by the Konda Red-
di and Koya tribes of the Godavari Valley to make
musical instruments,

“Konda Veduru is the dominant species among
the eight bamboo species spread over 2.25 lakh

In summer,
we treat our
guests with
dishes made
with
bamboo
shoots asa
mark of high
regard for
them, and
they also
enjoy the
food and
look
forward o
the next
lunch
Invitation

PALLALA
SANTHA
Villager, Periki
Valsa

hectares in the Valley. It spreads across more
than half of the total area,” says R. Srinivas, State
Silviculturist of the Regional Forest Research
Centre, Rajamahendravaram. Most of the area
under Konda Veduru species grows naturally.

The Konda Reddis strictly adhere to one pre-
caution: boiling bamboo shoots, fresh or dry, be-
fore adding them to any dish.

“Boiling the bamboo shoots is a must. We can
eat them by adding some red chilli and salt. This

: Safekeeping cultural inheritance: (Clockwise) An elderly Konda Reddi woman

o hangs some freshly collected tender bamboo shoots to dry at Dumpavalasa village
L} Y In ASR district of Andhra Pradesh; Kondla Shambu takes out a few dry bamboo

» » shoats he saved to cook his favourite traditional fish curry; Bamboo shoots hung to

L | dryinthe verandah of a Konda Reddi household in Dumpavalasa; Pallala Boddu

_ S0 Reddi shows a fishing basket he crafted with bamboo. T. APPALA KAIDY

tribes have also begun to consume Konda Vedu-
ru. The Konda Reddis prepare a range of dishes
with bamboo shoots, commonly known as Kom-
mu Koora, in which shoots are mixed with daal,
cereals, chicken, and mutton.

Konda Reddi woman Pallala Santha, 40, of Pe-
riki Valasa village, says, “In summer, we treat our
guests with dishes made with bamboo shootsas a
mark of high regard for them, and they also enjoy

the food and look

is the easiest recipe of Konda Veduru,” says Palla- forward to the
la Bojjamma, an elderly woman and mother of ” next lunch invita-
five, from Perika Valasa, 15 km from Aaku Maami- tion.”
di Kota. She adds that
“Every season, we serve food made of bam- | We welcome summer some portions of
boa shoots for all—children, pregnant women, | with the delicacy made tender shoots are
and even lactating mothers in our families. We | of the fish caughtinour  sent to non-tribal
believe that the bamboo has various health and | gream and the dry friends during the
nutritional benefits, It is one of the staple foods N : 1 MONSOON.

p A » bamboo shoots. This Is o
naturally available in our forest” adds 5 The nutritional
Bojjamma. our unique tradition, a value of the Konda

Classified as NonTimber Forest Produce | cherished memory of Veduru has been
(NTFP), the tribals are entitled to collect any | our Konda Reddi tribe evaluated by P.
bamboo species in the Valley. They are also entit- | that has been passedon  Nongdam and Lei-
i::-( to collect it from ﬂ:ic Rmerw Fomsts for their | for generations :upokxm Tiken-

ary, ra of the Depart-

Itis hard to find a Konda Reddi household that | ot s st i s ment ol
doesn't preserve bamboo shoots for lage

tion during winter and summer.

“Our extensive search for bamboo shoots lasts
eight weeks, between July and August. The
shoots that come up during the first spell of rain
are collected, and a large portion of the collec-
tion is consumed during the monsoon itself,”
adds Bojjamma, boasting that it is only the wo-
men in the tribe that venture into the forest and
collect the bamboo shoots in the early hours to
collect the shoots.

Gourmet mcul

logist Christoph«von-Furer-
Haimendorf has observed in his book, The Red-
dis of Bison Hills (1945): “During the heavy rains
of the south-west monsoon edible herbs spring
up all over the jungle and are eaten boiled both
in gruel and curry..the women cut larger quanti-
ties of the new shoots of bamboo and, peeling off
the outer skin, grate the tender stem with a small
knife before cooking”. Haimendorf had stayed
with the Konda Reddi tribes in the Godavari
valley.

Eight decades after Haimendorft visited the
Godavari Valley, despite the advent of many
changes in their lifestyles and exposure to the
mainstream, the Konda Reddis continue to con-
sume bamboo shoots as they firmly believe in its
health benefits.

Meanwhile, upon learning about its nutrition-
al value and savouriness, other tribes and non-

searchers tmm

Manipur Universi-
ty. They published a paper: ‘The Nutritional
Facts of Bamboo Shoots and Their Usage as Im-
portant Traditional Foods of Northeast India’.

According to the paper, 100 grams of freshly
harvested shoots of Dendrocalamus strictus con-
tains 3.07 grams of amino acids, 2.60 grams of
protein, 6.17 grams of carbohydrates, 0.33 grams
of fat, 2.26 grams of fibre, 2.43 mg of Vitamin C,
0.58 mg of Vitamin E, traces of calcium, phos-
phorus and 2.19 mg iron.

The Indian Food Composition Tables (IFCT-
2017), released by the National Institute of Nutri-
tion (NIN-Hyderabad) of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), has listed Konda Vedu-
ru as edible in the vegetable food category.

On the nutritional value and health benefits of
Konda veduru, R. Ananthan, Scientist E, Food
Chemistry and Nurncm Analyss \Vmg of the Na-
tional Institute of Ny bad, told The

the IFCT- 2017, Over the decades, the local tribes,
Kn)as in particular, and tribes who nugnted

ighbouring Odisha and Chhatti and
stﬂlcd in the Godavari Valley have also adopted
bamboo shoots in the cuisine. The Konda Reddis,
however, have better access to the Konda Veduru
variety as they inhabit the hills slopes and Bison
Hill Range of the Eastern Ghats.

Embraced novelty

The Kondhs, who migrated from Odisha in the
1970s and the Murias (Gutti Koyas), who migrated
from Chhattisgarh in the early 2000s, slowly be-
gan to collect and consume bamboo shoots. This
escalated the demand for bamboo shoots among
the tribals of the Godavari region.

Venkatesh Jatvati, secretary of Jana Vikas So-
ciety NGO, says: "Post-COVID-19, however, the
demand for bamboo shoots has increased mani-
fold among non-tribals also as they learned about
its nutritional and health benefits, During mon-
soon season, the Konda Reddis sell the bamboo
shoots in the weekly shandies.”

But the non4ribals have yet to find an authen-
tic delicacy prepared with bamboo shoots. They
are now adding tender bamboo shoots to their
regular vegetarian dishes.

Bamboo spreads over 82,000 hectares in the
Chintoor Forest Division, with Konda Veduru as
the prime species as claimed by the Forest De-
partment.

“Being a non4ribe, we, too, consume the bam-
boo shoots. However, the taste of the Konda Red-
di's delicacies prepared with bamboo shoots is
unique,” says Venkatesh.

Today, a bundle of four bamboo shoots costs
220 in the tribal shandies of the Godavari region
and Chhattisgarh’s Kunta shandy, the biggest tri-
bal shandy in Central India.

Commercial viability
In early February 2025, the Forest Department
consented to collect and auction five-foot-
long Konda Veduru sticks meant for curing, a
post-harvesting stage in tobacco farming. Tobac-
co growers say the bamboo sticks will withstand
heat above 100 degrees Celcius in this stage.
“In the first week of February, we have signed
dum of Und ling with the Vingi-

Hindu: "Bamboo shoots are widely consumed as
edible food across North East India. It has a lot of
nutritional benefits.

In the North East, the local communities cook
bamboo shoots as vegetables and prepare pickles
for preservation and consumption.

“The bamboo species in South India may be
different from those of the North East, and nutri-
tional values of every species are different from
the other,” says Ananthan, one of the authors of

nla Tobacco Farmers Association (VTFA, Godava-
ri Region) to supply an estimated two lakh bam-
boo sticks. It is an attempt to prevent the illegal
felling of bamboo trees and check the unregulat:
ed trade of Konda Veduru bamboo sticks,” says
B.N.N. Murthy, Chief Conservator of Farest, Raja-
mahendravaram.

VTFA president Vivekananda Kakarla adds
that the tobacco growers have struggled to pro-
cure the Konda Veduru variety sticks.

“We are collecting the bamboo sticks from our
forest blocks with a condition that the VTFA
should participate in the open auction as per the
timber sale guidelines. If they won't participate,
they are liable to pay the compensation as per the
February agreement”, Murthy explains.

Pallala Linga Reddy, newly elected vice- ;m-sl
dent, Provi of the Panch
the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, (PESA), I?‘](avala
sa Panchayat (Maredumilli Agency) has said that
the Konda Veduru stems are also in great demand
from the banana farmers in the Godavari Delta.

The sticks are erected to support the banana
plants to withstand the gales during the mon-
soon.

“Even though it has a great market demand,
our tribe is yet to explore the economic benefits
of the Konda Veduru,” says Linga Reddy.

Meanwhile, Pallala Boddu Reddy of Aaku Maa-
midi Kota, seen repairing his abandoned bamboo
basket-shaped tool for fishing in the stream, wor-
ries that the intricate bamboo craft passcd on for

jons in his tribe is ¢

“We admire the Konda Veduru 1or lhe many
benefits it offers. But, few can craft a fishing bas-
ket like this with bamboo sticks. I wish even the
bamboo craft gets its attention, now that people
are talking about edible bamboo,” says the 55-
year-old as he gently places the bamboo basket
he made in the sun to dry.

Anx



DH journalist Viju Cheriantravels
from Delhito Prayagrajand jots
down his impressions of the
world'’s largest congregation

magine waking up in adesert
surrounded by endless dunes
allthe way till the sky meets
the earth. The thought can be
unsettling, Now replace the
desert with something familiar,
and it becomes a comforting
thought. If you can replace the
sand expanse with humans,
more humans, and a few more
humans, chances are that you
will be at peace at the ongoing
Maha Kumbh Mela.

Adrop in the ocean of humanity — that's
how [ fekt while walking towards Sangam,
the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati rivers in the city of Prayagraj
(Formerly Allahabad) in Uttar Pradesh. |
wiis walking with a sense of professional
detachment and soclologheal curiosity.

The journalist in me wanted to capture
the sights and sounds of this duodecennial
event, while the hobbyist sociologist in me
wanted to understand the emotions of the
thronging devotees, The singular focus of
walking towards a goal, and the hope of
washing wsway one’s sins — these bind total
strangers in a way only religion can.

My experience at the Maha Kumbh
Mela, which | visited in mid-January, was
mixed, | was (and still am) in awe of the
resilience of the ordinary devotee —itisa
story waiting to be told, (This year's Mela
is snid to be especially significant because
of a rare celestial alignment, occurring
alter 144 years some dispute this claim).
So while I was impressed by the scale on
which the event was organised, | felt the
administration could have been more
humane. More on that kater.

Recent news headlines and social media
posts have highlighted the hardships of
reaching thy dl'!l.lllﬂlmll‘Ck‘nﬂ).llll‘ll‘
is a lot that can be done on that front,
However, for the devotee at Sangam, the
relighous experience takes precedence.

Past visit
For a child who grew up belleving that
the Maramon Convention — a week-long

headloads of luggage and provisions, were
pouring into the city. Some had toddlers
accompanying them,
“This year, luckily, we (three of us includ
ing my devotee-friend from 2013) drove
into the city the night before Paush Purni
ma (January 13) and managed to get hotel
accommodation, That meant we didn't
have to walk an extra 810 km this time, On
January 13 and 14, vehicular movement
within the city, on the roads leading to the
Sangam, was restricted. Anyway, every
one, except those who had a vehicle pass,
must walk the 3.5 km distance from the
New Bairahana Chauraha to Sangam,
Since my visit in January, much has
changed, A stampede has taken place and
news reports suggest long traffic jams en
route o Prayagra). A friend narrated how,
last week, it took him 26 hours to get 1o
Prayagraj from Delbi, We were lucky
we made it in less than

Moment of impatience

Down Kali Road, which leads to

Sangam, there is a point where the gradual
incline of the road offers a clear view of
the crowd ahead — that's where you get

an idea of the massive gathering you are
apart of, Itis a frighteningly exhilarating
experience, You must stand and take in
the sight, It gives you a dopamine rush,
one that startles the brain cells and quickly
retreats, etching an image in memory.

Itis not like the peak-hour jostling you
experience on a bus or metro, The Mela
crowd is massive, but not unruly or aggres-
shve. However, it did get scary on January
14, on Makar Sankranti, when we joined
the millions waiting to get a glimpse of
the Naga sadbus, ﬁw crowd s trance-like
mood which we witnessed the previous day
had given way to a desperation 1o receive
the blessings of the sadhus, The security
personnel and volunteers managed the
situntion well, and I believe they certainly
prevented a tragedy that morning,

Ing t
Hoth the .\dmnmxmmn and devotees

gathering every February of
Syrian Christians on the riverbed of Pamba
incentral Travancore — was the largest
human gathering, and for a vicenan
anspellbound by the Tiravannamalai
Girtvalam (circumambulating Arunachala
Hillin Tiruvannamalai), the Maha Kumbh
Meta was a jaw-droppingly different
experience, Despite media updates about
the crowd size, nothing can quite prepare
you for the moment when you first see the
magnitude of the 45-day celebration,

I have been to the Kumbh Mela once
before, 12 years ago. It was an impromptu
decision. Iaccompanied a devotee-friend
driving from Delhi, Vehicular traffic was
stopped 810 km outside the city limits, We
parked at a makeshift car park and joined
the crowds walking towards Sangam,

Men and women, young and old, carrying

have
the Maha Kumbh Mela, scheduled lumd
on February 26. At several points, | saw
drones being operated by security person-
nel, piquing the interest of many devotees,

The cellular network coverage has vastly
improved since my visit in 2013, As a re-
sult, selfies, reels, viogs, and live-streaming
are no longer a novelty at the Mela. That
said, one male devotee caught my atten.
tion. On the riverbank near the Snan Ghat
and a pontoon (floating) bridge, he was
offering prayers, He held burning incense
sticks in his right hand and a mobile phone
in his lefthand 1o live-stream or record
the ritval, He panned the phooe from the
riverbank to the incense sticks, all the
while reciting a prayer,

Beyond it spiritual significance, the
Maha Kumbh Mela also supports the local

economy, deiven by the influx of devo-
tees. Food stalls are abundant, ranging
from rediwaliss (small cart vendors) selling
samosas and bhiel to major QSR chains
operating from makeshift shops with
billing counters and seating arrange
ments. Vendors sell everything from
blankets and mats to jerrycans (for
devotees carrying Gangajal home),

At the ghats, near an akhara (a sect
or monastic order that follows specific
spirital practices), T even came scross a
tattoo artist inking a religious insignia on
adevotee's arm, The enterprising artist
had connected his tattoo pen to a portable
bartery, the size of a school lunch box,

Long march

Walking is o large part of the experience.
Itcan be arduous, and perhaps, the hard
ship becomes a part of the atonement
One must be mentally and physically
prepared 1o walk a lot. In two-and-a-halfl
days, | clocked a little over 40 km; and
this after using e-rickshaws at certain
points. For devotees who walk from

the railway station to the Sangam, the

r b
Naga sadhus on the auspicious day of
Makar Sankranth, pic vuu ciman

distance is much longer.

The pain is alleviated when you realise
youare not alone on this journey. Just go
with the flow. To that extent, the crowd is
comforting, even encouraging But just
when a sense of oneness starts to develop,
the honking of luxury SUVs carrying VIPs
to the ghat reminds us that all are equal,
but some are more equal than others,

Reality check

‘That the administration has deployed an

army of workers to continuously clean

the Mela premises is noteworthy, This

had caught my actention in 2013 wo, The

success |s sketchy, but let's not forget that

cleanliness of public spaces also depends

on the civic values displayed by the crowd
Another remarkable aspect is how the

security personnel were mild, patient, and

USICANA

courteous, Devotee after devotee would
come up, point to the barricades, and ask
the same questions, oscillating from ‘Can
we go this way?' to ‘Does this road lead to
the exit?. Not once did | see the police and
other staff lose their cool, Patience and
mild manners are not usually associated
with the police, but this was something
else. A Maha Kumbh Mela miracle!

Many takeaways
The successful hosting of the event will
be an important milestone in India's
efforts to promaote religlous tourism.
However, the administration was under
prepared in some arcas. Lessons need o
be learnt from the January 29 stampede to
prevent such tragedies. Decpak Pandey,
experton disaster management, wrote
in DM recently that such tragedlies are ‘pre:
dictable, preventable, and avoidable’

The infrastructure needs to get better
if devotee convenience is a priority,
The existing inventory of hotel rooms,
homestays, and other lodging facilities
is grossly inadequate. For instance,
the hotel room we stayed in, listed at

Devotees walking on a pontoon
Dridge. #ic i ir SENCUPTA

Rs 2,500-3,000 per night, was given to
us for Rs 10,000, The day we checked
out, the receptionist proudly informed us
that the next guest was paying Rs 15,0001
Such predatory pricing is also seen in local
transport, An e-rickshaw ride of less than
2 km cost us Rs 20 on Sunday night; two
days later it had spiked 10 Rs 100 ('No
haggling’). Public transport buses were
nowhere near meeting the demand. This
is unfair to devotees without the means
to pay such prices, Even for devotees who
had the means, they had to pay exorbitant
alrfares until the civil
aviation ministry intervened, following
which airlines cut the prices by up 1o 50%.
The toll charges on the highways from
Delhi to Prayagraj and back cost us about
Rs 4,000, We had initially decided to go by
train and booked our tickets — but trains

Anaerlal view of the Triveni Sangam
atthe ongoing Maha Kumbh Mela. i1

were running 10-12 hours late (1 assume
partly because of the weather conditions
Inearfy January). My point here is that
not many options exist for the ordinary
devotee. Buses are stopped outside

the city. A confirmed train ticket these
days is as difficult to getas a tochold in
an unreserved compartment. Even if you
overcome these problems and somehow
manage 1 ke it o the city Rmits, you
are leftwith liete option but o walk,

Our hotel offered us a vantage point as it
was located on a road connecting the rall-
way station with the Sangam, This meant
that for two-and-a-half days, we got to see a
steady stream of people, day in and day out,
walking from the railway station towards
the Mela and back. On Janwary 14, as the
crowds swelled, the authorities used public
announcement systems placed across the
city 1o request devotees not to move toward
the rallway station, as it had no space for
more passengers. Now magine W you
were a devotee there. You took the holy dip
and were leaving the city, except now you
coukdn't. This led to many people spending
the night on the footpaths.

Plunge of faith
The large and diverse cast of characters
~believers, vendors, security person-
nel and others — has unigue stories to
tell. The account of someone stuck in a
traffic gridlock differs vastly from that of
someone who flew in on a helicopter to
the Sangam. Yet, all these accounts matter
because the Maha Kumbh is a sacred event
for believers, an economic opportunity for
vendors, and an administrative challenge
for security personnel

On January 14, Makar Sankranti, sadhus
belonging to the various akharas were
performing the Ameit Snan ritual, ltwasa
cold winter moming and the grounds were
chock-a-block with devotees in the wee
hours. The floodlights were beaming, and
the loudspeakers blaring, A huge group of
devotees was taking the holy dip. Many of
them would have walked for kilometres to
et there, some would have even camped
there the previous night, But while taking
that holy dip their faces exuded a sense
of fulfilment. They had achieved what
they had come for. After offering their
prayers they emenged from the Sangam
and disappeared into the millions waiting
for their turn, | imagine they stayed at the
Mela grounds for some more time, and
began their long walk back home at the
crack of dawn,

Like this story? Ematl: dhonsat
@deccanherald.co.dn

Mudroad hopes to revive love for country musicin B'luru

The eight-
member group
was started by
fourfriendsin
2016, writes
Rashmi
Rajagopal

udroad, oneof India's
handful of country music
bands, was initially just
agroup of four friends,
They would break into
song it random to enter-
tain others at whichever party they found
themsedvesin, “We had a lotof fun doing
this. We had been doing this for years,
when we ekt compelled to form a band,"
says Sheridan Brass, the lead vocalist
Country music is a less explored genre
in India, but Brass and his frends
Daniel Selvaraj (vocals and drums) and
Joshua Selvaraj (vocals and acoustic
guitar) — had grown up listening to the
likes of the Zac Brown Band, George
Serait, and Darus Rucker. That was the
Iind of music they enjoyed performin,
when lhcv formed the ba i‘
 they )u':ml.\lcd towards country

music, The fourth member Mark Swa
roop (bass guitar), now based in Scotland,
joins in whenever he is svailable, While
their repertoire is country heavy, they also
cover gospel, blues and rock 'n' roll,

The way they harmonise, and their
complementary volees that are soulful
and comforting are some of the factors
that sets them apart, believes Daniel

“It's casy for us because we are very
connected to and comfortable with each
other. Therefore, the whole process is
smooth,” says Joshua

Typically their performances are
broken up into two sets, The first set is
dedicated o country music, while the
second covers retro hits that the audience
can dance to, “Country music was popular
with our parents when they were younger.
‘That popularity has since died down
in India, We want to reintroduce the

Inaddition to country music, Mudroad also covers gospel, biues and rock ‘n’ roll.

genre here,” Joshua shares,

Over the years, the Bengaluru-based
band has grown from four to eight
members, Itcurrently comprises Jerusha
Verghese (vocals), Blesswin Winco (lead
guitar and music director), Karun Vergh-
ese (rhythm guitar), Denvin Lawrence
(keyboard) and Aashish Paul (bass), apart
from Daniel, Joshua, and Brass,

Hirass has shifted base to Dubai but flies
down to Bengaluru regulardy for gigs, “It's
not too challenging for us. | don't neces
sarily hiwve to be in the jam room during
rehearsals, [ typically arrive a few days
before the event to practice. It has been
smooth salling so far” Briss shares

The Eagles is another major influence
and Mudroad is currently planning a trib-
ute concert for the American band in the
second half of 2025, Also on the agenda
this year are a few international gigs.
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ixty-year-old Mariam Bewa
(Khatun) was lodged in Indias
biggest detention camp for for-
cigners at Matia in Goalpara
district for three months and 11
days, before she was released on “con-
ditional bail™ five months ago. She had
been arrested nfn'r a lon1gncrs Tnbn'
I

SPOTLIGHT

The US has of late deployed military aircraft to remove unlawful aliens.
CanIndiatoo expedite the process of deportingillegal migrants?

eportation: The India way...

ILLEGAL MIGRANTS in INDIA

nalat B edhera

“But we are not from Banglmdcsh"
said Mariam’s son, Muktar Khan. “My
motherwasdeclared a foreigner because
of a mismatch in surname.” the resident
of Beragaon in western Assam's Barpeta
district claimed. “My mother’s sumame
is Khatun, but it was wrongly

as Bewa in the electoral rolls. She was
declared a “D (doubtful) voter”, and
her case was referred to the F

Tribunal. The court asked us to call my
maternal uncle, who lives in Dmupurm
ove her li But hedid

not show up, m«l Muktar, “Where will
my mother go now?”

However, the names of his lather,
Mangal Khan,and two brothersappeared
in the draft NRC, which was updated in
Assam between 2013 and 2018 to detect
the post-1971 migrants from Bangladesh.

The lives of people lodged in detention
camps came under focus once again
after the S\mn'mc Coun in a February
4ruling, ord: nment
toimmediately start deporting 63 people

inadetention centre. This, coupled

ith the US administration sending back

illegal Indian migrants, has reignited the
deportation debate in India.

‘Centre to decide’

Officials in Assam have told DH that the
Centre has to handle this. “We have in-
formed the Supreme Court that the pro-
cess Is taking tme mainly due to Bang-
ladesh’s refusal to accept them without
their addresses in their country,” said a
state home department official,

The 63 declared foreigners areamong
the 270 persons, both Bangladeshis
and Rohingyas, lodged in the Assam
detention centre, which has a capacity
to lodge 3,000 people. Nearly 1,000
declared foreigners were lodged in six
detention camps inside jails, but they
wereshifted to the new facility at Matia in
2023, after the apex court slammed the
Centre and the Assam government for
poor living conditions there. More than

relating to the pawers
todeport lliegal forelgn ¢
nationals.

SOURCE IMOWAVIM 'AKEDQV(DVY OF ASSAM IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY IN 2024

750 "declared foreigners™ were released
on “conditional bails” following an order
of the Supreme Court during the Covid
pandemic. But 270 continue to remain
nthe detention centre,

Anti-migrant clamour

The agitation against illegal migration
from Bangladesh has amplified now.
The concern is the “failure” of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government
todetectand deport the foreigners from
Assam, despite assuming power in 2014
in the Centre, and 2016 in Assam., “Dur-
ing a campaign on April 28, 2014, Modi
had said that all foreigners would have
1o leave India if the BIP formed the gov

ernment. The BIP has won the elections
for the third term in 2024; and in Assam
twice, in 2016 and 2021, But their prom-
ises remain unfulfilled,” said Jagadish
Bhuyan, generalsecretaryof Asom Jatiya
Parishad (AJP),a regional party.

The Assamaccord of 1985 had decided
March 24, 1971, as the cut-off date for
migrants to stay in India. The Supreme
Court upheld this date in October, last

year,
“Thework toupdate the NRCwith this

. mmmmls who o Such llegal migrantsenter |« Hence, accurate data regarding
to the country, India in a clandestine and number of such persons sneaking
Mll’lﬂl wvalid travel byl wit nat available with the
as v vel
Wiegal migrants in India.
memvs of the Central
Goverrement unde Section om ndla “ ’ As per available
3;’16 lo::oﬂmcul 2'33i Nigerian Ugandan Inputs, there are
(Aoril 2023 to March 2024) 1,470 411 78 around

wsmcusmlmsul 20 million

The Passport (Entry into lllegal immigration in « The D voters are barred from illegal

"‘"‘“‘1- 1920t0remove  Assam: casting votes in Assam Bangladeshi

forte nave becheniristed  » Declared foreigners by ‘D’ voters removed from figrants staying

under Article 258(1)of the ~ FOFEiRner Tribunais (FTs) electoral rolls between 1997 [

Constitution of India to all 1,959,383 (1l December 2023) | and 2023: 89,400 Kiren Rijiju, then
ichad b Minister of Stat

1he State Gavernments, « Deported (ma:;yn o Cases related (o foreigners i ‘»1}; ,I :,: "w 0“1!:—

 Further, under etween 2001-2023) Or D volers are Initiated in the in Rajya Sabha on

Foreigner Tribunals under Section N 20
:;-‘NUV'WCMWM'D" # Cases pending In FTs: 96,149 | 14 of the Foreigners Act 1946, OV 19, 2016
« Number of ‘D" (doubtful) Foreigners (Tribunal) Order 1964,

:::I: m’;ﬂ%’:‘, ™ Voters: 96,987 Assam Accord, and Cltizenship

discharge the functionsof  « D' voters declared Act 1953

the Central foreigners: §77
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Fair policy needed to send
illegal migrants back

SANJAY HEGDE

he recent deportation of 104 Indian
migrants from the United States
has reignited debates about India’s

immigration, India'sapproach to de-
portation is mired in legal, political, and
humanitarian complexities, particularly

Assam’s National Register of Citizens
(NRC), updatedin 2019 under the
supervision of the Supreme Court,
excluded 1.9 million people, only some of
whom were alsodeclared foreigners by
Foreigners Tribunals. Failure to prove
descent from the original NRC of 1951,
does not ipso facto deprivea person of
Indian citzenship. Inclusion in the NRC,

in states like Assam, where theissueis however, proves the
deeply intertwined with historical and person's citizenship
socio-political realities, beyond doubt.

The Supreme Court
The Assam conundrum last week pulled up the
Assam has often been described as the Assam government
epicentre of the crisis of illegal immigra- for its failure to
tion from Bangladesh to India. The trend deport 63 declared
of branding all Bengali-speaking Muslims luug:ms,lodgm!mu
as Bangladeshis in the Brah entre, due

Valley, however, ignores the geography
and history of pre-Partition Assam.
A mass nativist ince

tothe unavailability
of their addresses in Bangladesh. This
Shatoristol ot

1978 led 1o the 1985 Assam Accord,
which forms the basis of Section
6A of the Citizenship Act, 195, It
categorizes migrants based on their
date of entry into India. Those who
entered India after March 24,1971, are
deemed illegal immigrantsand are
subject to deportation, However, the
implementation of this provision has
been fraught with challenges. Many
children of late entrants have been bom
in Indiaand know no other country. The:
lack of cooperation from Bangladesh
has rendered deportation virtually

a This has|

y )
tothe creation of detention centres,

inimplementing deportation orders,

Challenges

The BIP, which has long championed a
strong anti-illegal immigration stance,
has been in power both at the Centre and
in Assam for several years, but could not
expedite deportations,

The deportation of illegal migrants
from Bangladesh requires cooperation
from the government in the neighbouring
country. The absence of such cooperation
has left thousands in legal limbo, fuelling
political tensions and keeping the issue

Ive.

1n2023-24, India deported 411

where those declared foreigners h Bangladeshi nationals - m.- number (ha(
Indian tribunals but are w0 palesincompar
Bangladesh, languish for years. mlllullsu( lllegul mw'.ml\m lhcmumrv
Legal safeguards dmmng, and deporting sucha large
Crities of India's deportation pro- population areimmense.
cess often point tothe Uh model asa
f However, th ward
looks critical diffe inthelegal  The Supreme Court's intervention

Afghanistan till 2014 by bringing the CAA.
“Other nations bring in laws to deport
the illegal migrants, while our country

and historical contexts of the two coun-
tries. In the US, individuals deported
have typically exhausted all kegal options
over an extended period, In contrast,

I

passed the CAA w give the
foreigners,” Bhuyan said.

NRC in limbo

The draft of NRC, which was released in
2018, had left out 19.06 lakh applicants
(out of 3.29 crores), But the NRC has
remained in limbo since then, due 1o pe-
titions in the Supreme Court seeking a

in Assam underscores the need for
transparency and accountability in the
functioning of Foreigners Tribunals, The
government must alwwmn- Bangla-
desh's

tation process must navi- portat
gatea complex web of legal safeguards process.
designed to protect genuine citizens from ‘The US model of deportation may
wrongful targeting, appear efficient, but India must ensure
The Foreigners Tribunals, tasked with  that its policies are grounded in its

identifying illegal immigrants, have been
criticized for their lack of transparency
and procedural inconsistencies, Many
individuals have ﬂmpl) been unablelo

unique historical and socio-political

realities and rooted in the principles of
Justice, faimess, and respect for human
rlghm ()ul'y thencan ithope to navigate

cut-off began when Manmohan Singh  revenification. pv‘mmlmr P address
was Prime Minister. But the BJP has  The unresolved prohlc:m of |||egal a probi bated robl fi without
divided th d digionby  migrants from B: by poverty liiteracy. The Supreme mmmmiuv#‘lwammlunmlvnhrs.
offering i Muslimillegal beacritical Assam, I|w|n Court has repeatedly emphasized the he writeris a senior advocate

migrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan and

Xiyear.

need for a fair and humane process,

r;
designated by the Supreme Court of India)

Eventoday, it
is Chinathat

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT
Raceforrare earth elements

KNOW?

“DIDYOU /

Earthy abodes built
by nature' S¢ archltects

separatesand
processesa
major chunk of
REEs minedin
other countries,
writes B K Singh

he buzzword in the planet’s
history today is rare earth ele-
ments. These are required to
manufacture batteries, renew-
ableenergy rechnology, defence
infrastructures, mobiles and
computers. China has funnelled $57 billion
tocontrol critical mineral supplies.

China’ e Sup-
p|y chain of all critical emerging technolo-
gies, the new US administration is stepping
up the extraction and processing of rare
earth elements like dysprosium oxide and
neodymium in Texas mines, Trump'sinter-
estin Greenland, reportedly rich tical

China thus dominates the REE supplychain.

In support of building a robust and se-
cure supply chain of REEs, US Congress
has approved $800 million for research in
mining and recycling, innovative separation
and recovery technologies, and increasing
efficiency to lower demand,

Currently, the USA, Australia and Ma-
laysia occupy second, third and fourth po-
sitions. India is the fifth largest producer
of REE. Brazil, Canada, South Africa, Sri
Lanka and Thailand also contribute to glob-
al production. Due to the geopolitical situ-
ation, 35% of REEs were extracted outside
Chinain 2022.

The chemi:

There are 17 rare earth elements (REEs)

in Group 3 of the periodic table, compris-

ing scandium, yttrium, and the lanthanide

series of elements in the F block. All these

are found in the same ore and deposits and
ilar physical properties. China,

Ivmﬂdeehvekamt sym'mvmrrrmﬂmdunls
mud.ThemudEbmol wuirmmﬂlmnrm
these houses modulates ducers— each with a set job
climatic parameters to th{prhemlmymne.
create comfortable living m most
conditions’ . however nwmmm
harsh, the outdoor weather,  ipate in the nest|
But long before humans, 2 Raeuqn-siwn
Ny nests
their homes withmud. What  that are stable and energy-ef-
ditional electron is filled in each nve: ! water purifiers, b dsuch d icient
element’s 4f orbital. The most important Prssmdvmmm (Pr), nwd)mmm (Nd), Nldﬁlamerhl?whow Swallows, a group of
properties of this block (Dy),and terbium (Tb)areafew d
form cols d high th mamly extracted in India with high
magnetic strength, levels of purity. At the same time, several

Further, the elements of the block form
coordinate compounds, which are general-
ly unstable compared to ionic and covalent
compounds. These elements are charac-
terised by high density, melting point, con-
ductivity, and thermal conductance. REEs
usually occur in basmaesite (a fluorocar-

other heavy REEs are not available in ex-

tractable quantities, India's REEsare found

inmonazite minerals in coastal states, main-

ly vum lhnnum manNaI sands. Sand min-
s thus strictly !

Indian Major bnnh Ltd in \'1salsh.1pm

nam is a major player in mining, process-

and rare carth minerals, is partof a broader
strategy to reduce US dependence on China.

The first significant use of REEs came
with the adoptionof colour TVs in the 19605,
initially mined in California. Mining these
elements generates a massive overburden,
leading to unprecedented environmental

which nccounu‘d for 38% of global produc-
tion of REEs in 1993, increased w 97% in
2013. Subsequently, other countries have
stepped up REE production.

Lanthanum (La), cerium (Ce), praseo-
dymium (Pr), nodymium (Nd), promethi-
um (Pm), samarium (Sm), eumpmm(lvu).

and health s, Thetr

REEs was labour-intensive. However, with
lower wages and laxity in environmental
laws, China took it up in a big way, and the
USA was left behind.

China built mines for the magnet indus-
try, and high-tech countries like the USA
and Japan depmdnt on it. After the 2010

flict, China put. B
510, )apan. However, eventoday,
a significant chunk of REE mined outside
China continues to be sent to China for sep-
aration, refining and magnet production,

(Gd), terbium (Th)

(Dy), holmium (Ho), erbium (l-:j. thulium
(Tm), ytterbium (Yb), lutetium (Lu), scan
dium(Sc), and yttrium (Y) are the 17 REEs.
Theatomicnumber of the first fifteen REEs
goes from 57 1o 71, whereas the last two, i
Scand Y, have atomic numbers 21 and 39,
respectively.

Inother words, Lahasan atomic number
of 57, Ce has 58 and so on, and it ends with
Lu, which has an atomic number of 71. All el-
ements from Lato Luare called lanthanides,
or transition or F block elements, One ad-

bonate in igneousrocks), xenotime (Yerium  ing and producing rare earth compounds.
rhmphnle found in mineral sand deposits, It collaborates with Japan's Toyota Tsusho
loparite occurring in alk ks, i India and the US also si; da
and monazite (a phmvlmc) cullalmmlmn h.s( year focusing on process-
social
High-value usage and g(»vcnunrc frameworks to reduce de-
These elements have applications in over  pendency on China's REEs, d surfa
200 high-tech consumer products, namely ~ The fREE: d 1o mix water with dry soil to palrnh-mnno
electricand hybrid vehicles, computer hard  ble J and health hazards, with make tinyballs of soil called  layer and the mud
dn\t‘s. flatscreenmonitorsand TVs, cellular  lar o inati boluses, which are thencar-  with their bnh. Amdym-
h and defence appl: like  air, water bodies, and soil. Every tonne of ried to th jon sit
clectronic displays, guidance systems, la-  REE produced results in generating 2000 Using h ith I ch i
sers, submarines, radars, sonar systems. etc.  tonnes of toxic waste. Rare earth ores are antennac and fo she  of the materials used in nest
Though the quantity of REE used is insig-  laced with radioactive uranium and tho- out the design of her construction has revealed
nificant, itis essential for the functioning of  rium, causing significant risk to human llmdnﬂl.lnmdls!!wll that these swallows prefer
anytechnology. For instance, m'mnﬂ\made health, especially the mine workers on later lay an Re dp
of REEmaylook insignif the sites. Millions of tonnes of chunhemu provisionwith  and a high quartz contentin
the product’s mml weight, but (l'n-y are ml wastewater are generated in China annual- their nesti !
ical for the spindle f  lyduring REESs' extraction, separation and food ‘orheregg. which will These remarkable
desktops and laptops to function correctly.  refinement. hatch and feed upomhe rich  examples show how animals
Neodymium (Nd) magnets made of Nd, Managing this is a costly affair, and ex- form  instinctively h the

iron and boron have the highest strength  perts say that the entire cost of cleanup dﬂwwn\yudmuulhr unique properties of mud to
and can wuhsxnnd 230drwws Ccl\lusum— should not only be shouldered by the Chi- theright  build d functional
perature, N nese government but also by rare earth kind of soil, constructing homes, Observing them
mmpmer hard disks and digital cameras. nlhnrln global companies and lhr con- ith the ideal sh g insigh 1]

(La) is used for di cell  sumers benefi from the rech: and size for theoffspring to  construction strategies and
phom cameras, Lais alsousedin paruleum develop. inspiration for creating
refining and steel making, E: u, YandTbare (Theauthoris aretired Principal Chicf Con- Vhile potter i buildin
used i thatemit servator of Forests (Head of Forest Force) solitary, termites work in
Er is used in optical fibre and laser repeat-  Karnataka) groups to make their mound. ~SHWETA MUKUNDAN

ers. Ce-based alloys are used in catalytic
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ESTABLISHED 1948

1984 riots: Longway
fromclosure
Tr Supreme Court’s remark on the laxity of Delhi

Pohccmpmscmungmmlmmgwmcls&t
anuScluu i

polmtﬂwlpvmtmnshmldbewrwdmn 'seriously
andnounsthrmesaheom asnhzshappenedmhun
dm&of I9G4uscs Poor
es. lnsmnmcdﬁntmlcasﬂ ?33pmplewemhllcd
nln\unn
former prime minister Indira Gandhi. Only 587 FIRs
were filed and of them, 240 cases were closed as “un-
traced.” About 250 cases resulted in acquittals. Even
(hacnumbefsvmy nmwcrcmlywmnvmons.ll
ly 39 convictions
areawarded fordlc killing of over 2,700 people.
The court asked the police why it had failed to effec-
tively appeal against the acquittals. It noted that filing
Special Leave Petitions (SLPs) served no purpose un-

fih

COMMENT

MEGA PLAN

Indiamustnotbend
toplease Trump

Itshould instead use the
Trump playbook and
pushitsownsetofnon-
negotiables

JAGDISH RATTANANI

rime Minister Narendra Modi has
met Donald Trump, the 47th US

edition in 2005, is titled Trump Cards:
mﬂmmuoftherImdubemns
'Myﬂy‘kuldnl making is quite

of bitterness, it should not have been
difficult to have an all-party consensus
o pwlldy dlcwnyth:'lhunp

ward. [ aim very
hngll.mddml;ustluppush and
pushing and pushing to get what I' m
after. Sometimes, 1 settle for

tionof unaulhon.wd Indians.
The use of a military plane, with In-

sought, but in most cases | stll end up
withwhat Iwant.”

inavideobythe USAgenua, isinpoor
taste and tries to showcase a negative
image of India at the cost of dignity

i f Indian citizens. It is shock-

President who is busy
his wild project to reorder the world.
In this, Modi became one of the few
leaders tomeet Trump in the first flush
of his disruptive presidency. The New
York Times putitrather well in itsearly
reporting on themeeting: *...itbecame
clear that Modi was the latest leader 10
placate Trump.”

Thereis,in principle, nothing wrong
in plnmung a powerful world leader
who has been described varyingly as
narcissistic, egotistic, even solipsistic.

Llc;thc pnc:eun‘?: was pursued seriously. The court But ingis different

pointed out that lawyer dto zealous endk d
argue the matter. An SIT formed policies that have raised many ques-
by the Supreme Court in 2018 on Convictions| :;ﬂs and Wmﬂw the globe. In-
thebasis of a PIL found that several [SSILIIUIEY started with the former by praising
investigations had been derailed. WTTRU WIS A

Itis clear that Delhi Police was re- t "y f tory wﬂ: :,';,"?:f,";"a“m,
sponsible for the neglect and indif- e.asmwu developed India) got transcrib
rcfrmcc dmt;‘e m:,l;d in this lal::llrr: abject m#mumdhmmm .

of justice; the negligence was also S is i i put it: “If I say in
deliberate. ltwas onlyin May2023 [l the ogunge of Amercs.devloped
thatachargesheetwasfiledagainst WINTNUEININ ie .M"I*GA".!SW.‘“M:“ the United States

Congress leader and former MP
Jagdish Tytler who had, till then,
managed to get away with clean chits for his role in the
killings. The trial is still on. Another former MP, Sajjan
Kumar, was convicted for a second time this week for
hisinvolvement in the killings. There is no good reason
or justification for a 40-year delay in convictions in a
criminal case. It is a matter of shame that convictions
l\awnot happened mhundmdsofcases
cannotbcu:rp(cd when therewasaclearlackofintent
on its part in pursuing the cases. No government in
Delhi has been able to persuade the police to effectively
mw.-sugalcmemses Tberesmdnubuhnmlepomiml

d the police. A system
of justice is tested more by its response to mass killings
than by how it addresses individual crimes. The failure
in cases such as the 1984 riots and the 2002 Gujarat
riots is collective; the system and society cannot evade
responsibility,

Bracingfor the
Alboom

Artificial Intelligence (AT) summit which con-
cluded in Paris on Tuesday was an attempt to find

and India work together, i.e. MAGA’
plus MIGA', the ‘mega’partnership for
prosperity is formed. And this mega
spirit gives new scale and scope to our
goals.” The effusive language came
despite the fact that Trump unhesitat-
inglyannounced reciprocal tariffs thar
would clearly impact India and in fact,
underlined the tariffs in his remarks
with Modi, calling out India as “just
about the highest tariffs nation in the
world”. He added for good mcuurc
that “whatever India charges, we will

Amenam foreign policy has nlways
byeh, 4 |
o fits clail
ity that | inci-

ples of openness, d:mocrlcynr peace
sound hollow. Now, the mask is off, the
pretence of values is gone, and naked
power-play is at work, India will need

to carefully navigate this partnership,

Mym'umlmduhmdred

Inshort, the
Trump playbook will have to be used
against Trump.

Politics in play
Modi, and India, would be helped in
this if lhr nation has a foreign pollcy

ing that Indians are being treated
no different from migrants who have
been called “high threat criminal
illegal aliens™.

India should condemn the US for

treating Indk TheP

terchose
ly. However, he correctly wml:d out
‘:flm Rangs wh? hc_lp smnp.‘le pvxiplf

and that those who are poor are being
misled and lured intoa trap. Thisis the
correct position. But the next logical
step is to ask Americans not to treat
Indians found 10 be
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SPEAKOUT

..We are all sure that the PM's visit will vield
results for Indiaand pave the

way for the growthand
developmentoftheworld.

CV Ananda Bose,
West Bengal Governor

Politicians have a special reality... It’s like they're
ina play, and we're not even in the audience.

Jerry Seinfeld

TOBE PRECISE

"MAGA, MIGA unite for MEGA partnership’:
PM after meeting Trump

WHY NOTI WE
HAYE NOTHING 10
L0SE BUT OUR

as criminals, or put them in shackles
as they are sent back. Instead, the In-
dian foreign minister has earlier been
quoted as saying that this is normal
procedure for the US‘. "1?.: standard
by aircraft used by ICE (Immigration
and Customs Enforcement of the US)
hat 1s effects 2012, i fi

h Py " Howd

slgnupmdwvfmuthcug’md In-
dian consensus. In this, the BJP needs
the Congress and other parties on its
sideto mnlvz strong, clear and specific

charge them,”
It y clearthat Trump would

uaybymsnwnmles.andpnllndauw

der pressure, as indeed he has done
with other nations, Some of his ways
are based on simplistic ideas set out in
his book Art of the Deal - a cocky real
estate developer’s manual stretched
thin to apply to other fields, and to life
itself. Chapter 2 of the vintage 1997
book, republished in a mass market

on Trump instead of caving
in on every ask made from the other
side. But political bitterness has been
brought even to foreign affairs, the
bureaucrat-turned-foreign minister
S Jasshankar personally feeding into
some of it with barbs against Opposi-
tion leaders that apparently secure his

position in the BJP and with the Prime
Minister. Without this forced injection

INPERSPECTIVE
Bridginga
hardborder

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Mybossisalwaysright. Oris he?

this help at all? Is Jaishankar, the for- Indiaand betweenIndiaand s
eign minister of a Vishwaguru nation andglades] o is essentially the result of pau-
not ashamed about this treatment of B‘mb]ddehh m_““ city of resources and econom-
ordinary Indians? balance security  icdisparitics. Thisisborne out
The planned ion of 20,000 concernswith by assertions of former Paki-
Indians from the US will require an stani prime minister Zulfikar
endless stream of flights, ifall are 1o be welfare of people  Ali Bhutto and Bangladesh's
sentback, not tospeak of morewhoare " . founding father Sheikh Mu-
being caughe as raids by US immigra- inborder region Jibur Rahman, laying claims
tion continue. None of them should be to the Indian state of Assam
allowed to be detained without access SKSAINI with its abundant resources
mhw;ws.mr:diu]aidmdhmmnc to overcome pauwcity of land
dTouhid Hossain, for-  in East Pakistan and to make
in. Noncordmnshnuldbcalbwcdw cign tothein-  itfinanciallyand economically
be sent back in chains, This is not to terim government of  strong.
speak of other issues on which Trump &rgladcsh.hunuwadmo% e
wo nations iron out deals and i
deh-nce supplies. lnthc:m play ak:ng in &nyndesh but camgaled Based on these exislrmill
butonly the Indian mai: and i i
dmwndwllmb:ymdnhchlm social media for p wviews bord
will not give in. mggenred or false narra- sues more froma humunar:
ﬂhcunuruajowmlm and facul- in and benign
ty member at SPIIMR; Syndicate: The argued that the first step to- |dydasnprdmghudlmu-
Billion Press) wards improving the bilateral - urestocountersmugglingand
deswwldbcp\minaanmdlo illegal border crossings. The
the killis current ions being
atthe border. adopted in border manage-
There has been heightened  ment by both countries are at
tensionalong thebordersince  variance. While India follows
the new regime took over in  amore security-oriented phi-
last year: Increas-  losophy, disregarding public
ing incidents of illegal con- sentiment, Bangladesh es-
jon, border ang.and  pouses a milder approach

bos new projects. Bsl and [, as a core group bmlhmm!pmxdsm for the board firing have beenreported. Sta- - based on ground realities.
SNTMTION Sros und Lorotires mmxla':‘; uscam: Both my sand ldCﬁcfj head, attended numerous technical me«m We Iandzdm istics widely di ) Most of the outstanding
llylortvul ofhfca?!yd meap;?al the sacredr g It meetings with clie dvendors. Two  the pr d dedto | deshclaimthat25Banghdeshi - border issues are not direct-
utionise pattems workinways . i iafterdinner l killed in 2024, territorial but of access w
the Industrial Revolution and simila have done, commandments The first occurred after a meeting at Anh:m-mm:hcmnu-ynmm According to the BSF, it ap- lr’mcumes and livelihood. As
It has positive and negative aspects and a consensual BHEL,Hnndmr fur'l'NF.B.lenrdl 10 pm, a group of men with sticks tried prehended 2294 Bangladeshi  a result, disputes that do not
approach based good and li ODIYANDA K h sc:w;;d g ! P )l;non lm&] ~ Is on the border \»A‘lllr:ll involve urmor;nl :ddmh but
i i ; i wh uru when our taxi ver to speed up, ing Bsl's ey were attempting to infil-  are resource-based have a
i;.‘?;‘?.’ﬁ;“";mﬁ‘ﬁ“%'ﬁwmmﬁ 1 joined TCE in Mumbsi  t0a bl to awid hitting a herd of pigs.  unususl suggestion to stop. Bel teased | trate into Indian territory. In _ better chance of being man-
. TONanc. 2 " " nearly six decades ago, a sen-  While the pigs escaped unscathed, 2 - me, saying, “You, being from the land 2024, as many as 69 BSF per-  aged. Both countries need to
saw wide-ranging deliberations on various aspects, for colleague jokingly toldme,  group of villagers, seemingly ready for  of soldiers (Kodagu), areafraidofthese | sonnel wereinjuredinattacks — deconflict their border-guard-
including the future of Al governance, its awhcm‘;xmni‘ “The boss Is always right, as per the  a confrontation, rushed towards us. people?” I insisted it was unsafe, and , 1 d ingapps and apply hu-
innovation and ethics, There were concerns over Ninth C Without hesitation, Bs! instructed the  the driver confirmed that the area was other criminals along the bor- - manitarian principles where
e reach e sy 4 ol e 'ﬁ'"&l“#ﬂ; b Tl sl olpdraim by b el B e el oy
wl says e Nin pping t Bsl was wrong, the Ni injure was74,  cussl to the peopl
:d mon&‘:‘;‘éﬁ? mmev;:rld lmmlhtgs‘cl;“m s memory resurfaced recently during | dflight.| and in effect the Tenth, Management Problems over manage- which include the securi “?
Sppaar d:“‘“‘ regulation discussionsaboutgruelling 70-90hour It was a classic example of the Ninth Commandment. But his stance re- | ment of the Indo-Bangladesh  personnel, the locals, as
as6l countries workweeks. Commandment in action. mained a mystery. While the GEB pro- land border arose within asthemigrantswhoare stake-
including Chma. France, Germany and India signed After seven years in Mumbai, Iwas  Thesecondincident, bowever, leftme  ject did not come through, evennow, | | months of Bangladesh's in-  holders in effective border
a declaration that said Al should bc open, mduswc transferred to TCE's Bangalore (now  puzzled. In1981, we received acall from  wonder what pted hi in 1971. Today, management.
ethical, safe, taking Bcngalnru) division, where l workd the Gujarat Electricity Board requir-  stopping the car. the border represents botha  While Bangladesh needs to
into mum inter 1 fi ks Ao I fmy inga study on installing 2 desalination  After retirement, Bsl donated his symbolofthestrained relation-  impose tighter controls to ad-
i ived. and the US and Britain bus whom I'll refer to as Bel. A‘II':: plantcombined withal20MWthermal  wealth to societal welfare and moved i ies  dress Indian India
. iyt Power expert in thermal power pl power plant ina coastal area toaddress  to Salem, Tamil Nadu. Though he isno aMamjorobmdemils‘m- mukmmdownmom
didnotsignit ions, Bsl ding  water scarcity in nearby villages. We - more, I hold him in high regard as one
NWM‘"N"MﬁiWM‘!‘fP{*deNW d al skill: prepared a detailed p with olmynmrrmu!mm'(‘lmm tion in the bilateral relations bymkmgnhnlannzﬁuvmn
the need to be aware of its negative side. He said Al is Inth TCE dby ies for overhead fthat nigh in the years preceding 2005  its security concerns and wel-
“writing the code for humanity in this century” and he snwald:wuqbumkmchnhgm j heard ph can be largely attributed to  fare of the people residing in
looked for a future where open- vate sector their  of :hm—and umlled to the Wanak- iwommnﬂmgh. ﬂex;ummﬂwminm ‘lf‘lebu'dﬁh"d bnrdmn?:hmx o
source systems enhance trust and 5 = L . & - 4
transparencyandwheretechnolo- AU LLGLIELN ird Anccens v had
Ig::ldcumnmdmmcﬁ: regulatory LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR mda;)'sd::d mpnt;sunw mf&mumy.mmry
setting standards for Al which will concerns and T P ’ ” 26 mostly by the BSF, is a reali-  Failures in border man-
bencih all countrics. paricularly [ETTCTISN Ragging is cruelty. Perpetrators should be punished ndis dprooriontc o the o
i % ‘!)ﬂlﬂ impact on currence of violent clashes
aidn;glzg:lz)hﬁﬂidl’nme together call This refers to “Chilling video of ragging in Kmll nursmg be held u:wunlnbk 'ﬂlr police must lll(e lmmtdhlr leshis, involving the forces, demand
& y e college goes viral' (Feb 14). Itis utterly action that the per The deaths of ladeshi d border manage-
s made by India, particulariy the TG TLEN shocking that young nursing students would enxagr in  severely. F\mhemlm thereisa pmllu need for legis- nationals on the border are  ment regime at the national
development of Large Language consensus such behaviour, and even more disturbing that the col- lation to ban ragging nationwide. Anyone found guilty of perceived in Bangladesh as  level and a harmonised, joint
Maodels. India is the fourth high- lege authorities seem to have turned a blind eye, Raggmg raggmg d-ould face severe punishment, including being indiscriminate killings of in-  border management policy
est-rated Al power in the world uasoourxnhmhasmpluem :nycmhsedsocmy ion in any nocent, unarmed m-ihansby the two countries.
and has strength and potential to is nothing short of cruelty, and those must ' anunsympatheticentity,invi-  Both India and Bangladesh
P . . . o olation of domesticand inter-  will have to develop mecha-
mm“ m‘mﬁn e b‘d';mlnr:a m;td?ny : Overhaul the qutem image. However, itis time to over- bodies must create an enabling national laws. Such incidents  nisms that ensure that secu-
ﬁsunm:t feritreceived (o nextedition Lrefer to-Puliticeof ronkine and haul the ranking and ton tpre auton- mahobmmd‘ uanogangh( rity concerns do not result in
3 . = fer to “Politics of ranking an system P 1l action by a stronger neigh-  strained relations. Devising
Themostimpor nsover Alareits jon’ (Feb 14). The writers  accountability. Thiscan bcach)cwd by reducing bour. India feels that instead  these mechanisms is going
misuse, the threat of it replacing human labour and have bmug,h(l"l:‘ hgml whatisan Albert Bengalury bur . nglmn ’ Xie i o mxé%'i"m” to be an arduous task. Bor-
mwm mm,mwmmm arsmg open secret that quality assessment i [unding, an “killings™, they shoul s~ der management, if refined
bodies often indulge in corrupt et industry-academia partnerships. By sified as “deaths” since they based on peoples’ aspirations
fromthe o Thereisal o P v::z e This m;l;:ns reputab Allt()ngmy Isimpor mdewe it Goingsa India's higher education intent and current d is one
s YLy s institutions ng ro A GC lations: A g all Bangladeshinationalswho  facet that can change
A 'B "'-J T"ﬂ'“-" failing to comply \wth dn: whims ulwcm.-uh? (Fc.b 13), India's higher lenges, such ibili have died in BSF firing were  tions of the common masses
of teams, M system isindeed diverse  ty, promoting research, and aligning found in Indian territory. in Bangladesh towards India.
dwyl'oundcxpnsswaulrsmml. Modmashopthul institutions that fail to meet stand-  and vibrant. However. the UGC's programmes with industry needs. Influenced by the wars Thisiswhere border manage-
that the technology will not have a negative impact on ards often bribe their way to top y ioninto Bengalury with China and Pakistan over ment becomes an essential
jobs. He said only the nature of jobs change, necessitat- grades. To restore credibility, itis trmnu: raises concerns. unsettled borders, the Indian  adjunct to policy formulation
ing “skilling and re-skilling” of people. The potential of essential to scrutinise the creden- Whuk- regulation is necessary to ur readers are weloome to email fetters & mindset has been shaped by for achieving a sustainable
tials of team quality the imperative to ensure ter-  Indo- bilateral re-
m'lddlcmw:\laﬂlfwmmmpohsﬁmd Parents and students donot choose  over-regulati stifle i ion  emaded - not ~will e accepted) nmrnlmwyuybysecunm lationship.
actions, con- insti based ki it and Tostrike a balance, MNMMWNWWSmW borders, rrﬁpcmw of the  (Thewriterisaformer
i hould theworld dsth rather on their ethos and brand the d regulatory friction  Vice Chicfof the Indian Army)
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Whatis MAGAnomics?

tice? Is there any method to Mr Trump's
madness, or does he belleve, like Mao
Zedong, that "Everything under huven
Isin chnar the situation s

not bex

OPINION 11

and “p ker"

fany

agent In a model but as a sym-

and
rejecting the Jogle of Ricardlan compar-

m

tarist, and

ative

Mr ’I‘rump mem lhl

By but
tional  appeal. The

bolle figure In a lnrnr Iﬂu’lll vinu
of

Is affect —

MAGAnomics Is not mnudlzl'lal rigour; it

p‘uwu les In les lhlllty to channel ooilﬂ:

A Nluamdlmmumbn M'Tmmg

Mandan
plo. follow & ﬂllllll Internal lodr.':l:
m&mmmmmwwwumm

nomles: I'Jﬂden:y Whllc some cnm
ve to position
MAGAnomlics as a descendant of

and, , anger,

whkhpmunubiyvmuldbcuﬁlwodby

end mnnm tmpo-e new tarlffs, nwl

classical economics’ commitment to free
trade and a return to mercantilism or the
rodox

ANTARA HALDAR

'hile the end of World War [I 80
years ago ushered In an age of
reason, Donald Trump's return
tothe White House has ushered It out. His
MAGA (Make Amerlca Great Again) move-
ment promises to take a wrecking ball to
the postwar global economic order, nising
the question of what will replace It, as
“America First” seems to appeal to a wide
ol

and radically reduce the size of govern-
ment. But malnstream economists were

cut taxes, "I

government Interventions to suppor
strategle Industries, which are lyplully
with

the paleo-conservativism

Buchanan, mmymhnnm It simply as

above all,
That Is vmy the best explanations may
lle outside of economics. Consider socko-
or  logist Artle Russell Hochschild's work on

Into a political agenda
‘hose purpose Is not economic steward-

mlph\lcu ral

MAGAnomics mlom‘ qualify as o
school of economlie thought, but econ-

of Pat  the"deepstory” of Mr P

Inline

hat It Is no mere

How they

the result of a |
unn wllh n,lob.llnﬂou
has

for the

Dream, only to be cwt
off by owtsiders and elites, women, and

but rather a symp of the
deeper, Imulu\dlnc lhnmnllu ofthe

quick to polnt out that

1g these

Jed planned
coexists with the

wll potentially Inflatl

“economic
“Trumponomics”, or

workers In the heartland 1o Big Tech "bro-

would be difficult, if not impossible. After
wll, tanifls, depoﬂaxlmn. and tax cuts are

whnxmwulomlluolMAGAeeo
nomibcs — or what s varously referred o

nationallsm®,
“populist eco-
nam‘muiu progeny of
or

by the war on the "deep state”,
whereas the rejection of austerity and tol-
erance for deficit lpendln! smack of

lbuwhod arguments from Mr Trump’s
sentor counsellor for trade, Peter Navarro
(u pmtec(lonht China hawk), Robert

basis for MAGAnomics’ appeal, even
when its policles are inconsistent or con-

of World er II A reckoning Is In order,
not just with Trumplsm but with the
an::xmpmnl that made it possible in 5ha

Oren Cass

echoes of lnnmnlbawlmlun Implied L

Lme' f th

worker), and Stephen Moore (a talking
head and consummate Trump Natrerer),

economics, so ri;

the focus on
and tax cuts harks back to Ronald Reagan
and trickle-down economles,

MAGA

les Is simulta-

But

‘Thus,

b schools

neously considered to be "pro-

Impulul crammed lnwhel

thought, MAGAnomics operates as a pas-
tiche of contradictory doctrines and

y. Mr peide
as having been ‘lloTnn". and urges them
hannel it Into bl

Itks irondc, to be sure, that neoclassical
jgorous and elegant,

met [ts match In an Intellectual mashup,
But this s consistent with a defining fea-
ture of MAGAnomics: Its anlmus toward

on mmocmlc Party’s disarvay; but
the economics establishment may
be even more at fault, Untll and unless
economists get thelr discipline’s house
Inorder, the MAGA madness will be here
10 stay.

has

under ma experts and elites, In

ligarchs”, But what does It mean in prac- y h

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Varymg constants of Delhi

-
PLAIN POLITICS
ADITI PHADNIS
13

"azaa aa gaya” chor-
theda f

of the caundl of ministers. The
specific Issue was the appolntment

of 10 nldnmnn to the MCD, to
which the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government oblected on
grounds that only public order,
police, and land were within the
Centre’s remit: On everything else
the LG (and the Centre) was bound
by the akd and advice of the council
of ministers. Not so, sald the
Supreme Court, relying on the
letter of the law governing Centre-
Delhi government relatlons, as
well as earller judgments that

the Bharatlya Janata
Party (BIP) In Delhl after the
Assembly election results, which
Installed the party in power In the
city (the party lost power in 1998).
“But the path of the new chief min-
Ister s not going to be easy.” He
was referring 1o new power equ-

sought
the elected regime and the
appolnted sdministrator.

Then a few weeks later,
President Droupad! Murmu del-
egated powers to the LG to constl-
tute any authority, board, commis-
slon or statutory body under any
law enacted by Parliament appli-

aons lhal the verdict will throw
up for of Delhi,

Over the past few yeary, (he
Hewtenant governor (LG) of Delhi
has been emp in a varlety

Bemunﬂumnhempmnd
under Article 239 of the
G read with Section

of ways. In 2023, an ordinance that
was later passed by Parllament —
the Government of National
Capltal  Territory of Delhl

45D of the Government of

National Capital Territory of Delh

Act, 1991, to take the decision.
Umlhehkzll.ulul’nuded

the Natlonal Capltal Civil Services
Authority, which consists of the
chief minister, chlef secretary of
Delhl, and principal home secre-
tary of Delhl, The Authority can
recommend to the LG transfers
and postings of officlals and
disciplinary matters. This means
the elected government cannot
appoint, transfer, or
post Tals.

On August 5 last year the
Supreme Court upheld the
authority of the LG to nominate 10
persons with special knowledge of
municipal administration to the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) was a statutory duty
attached 1o his office and he was
not bound by the ald and advice

o heawy hand. But under a BIP gov-
ernment and chlef minister, will
these powers still be necessary? It
Isamoot question. Even more per-
tinent, will the LG be ready to rule
with a light hand, having been
vested with powers that amount to
using a hammer to kil a fly?

In Dethi-Centre relations, there
Is another political aspect that
needs to be wat |, The Ministry
of Home Affalrs (MHA) Is the
authorlty that oversees most

that statehood, such as It Is, for
Delhl was a struggle that the RIP
helmed, led by Madan Lal
Khurana. Most In the BIP were
hnppy when the AAP govern-
ment'’s were emasculated,
on the grounds that the party just
could not be trusted with Delhi.
But In many ways, Delhi has
regressed from the RIP's original
struggle for statehood. A party
will

cuts and

tuu. Mx Trump'’s brand of

pol

the tech-
nocuucluulcof postwar economics, It
worker not as an

legal tudies at the Universityof Cambridge
©Profect Syndicate, 2025

Deepstate,shallow state,non-state

The deep state has now become the engine of conspiracy theories
across democracies. America was the firstand India is catching up
fast. Many European democracies are on the bandwagon too

's early days In 2025 yet, but the "deep state”
looks ke the frontrunner for winning the
“word of the year" honours, Anything goes
wrong and we blame this sinister entity — the

deep state.
that It lsn't so mythical. It s as mucﬁ

sing situations Indis was caught in — In Canada
and the US — were linked to Sikh radical oper-
atlons there, In each of these cases, the
American media highlighted the storles in great
detall and persisted with the coverage as did
the Financial Times in the case of Adani. All of
this, the Is, couldn’t be

a part of our lives and system of
shallow state and non-state, wu-h.llnphu
these definitions and how these Intermesh as
we go along. However, the deep state, often just
called DS, hus now become the engine of con-
splracy theories across democracies.

The first lhln;wa Med to Jook at Is the dic-

It must have been the work of DS, And you know
what, now even Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and

thelr are all about It as

ulators, electi

'm:y {ollow the rule book, provide continu-
Ity, and protect the family sliver. Between 1996
and 1999, India had six Prime Ministers, It was
a bvlllum set of clvil umnu mlliury leaders,
and nuclear with
our strategc programme, pvomaed It, and
didn't let a word leak.

‘The same system can act different néy 1f they
kept the nuclear assets all so secret a
as "peaceful” all of these decades, they made
them open and military In 1998, Why?

That's because the Vajpayee government
asked them to do so. This DS, whlch pmv!dn

and alse d policies

they set out to drain the swamp,
So far so good, and we then examine each in
mmdexﬂouwmhmwelun this was

tonary/ of It:

secret and unwmalnd mlwntka! power oper-

ating Independently of a state's political lead-
ership In pursuit of its own agenda and goals.
Of course, it all has & negative and consplratortal
‘Then, let’s follow our usual three-

and
sympathise with this, But will he
be a person with the political stat-
ure and authority to tell the home
ministry and the LG that an
elected Delhl government is now
perfectly capable of taking decl-
slons In the clty's Interests?

The MCD Is held by the AAP,
“The Centre has two optlons; [t can
dissolve the MCD and hold fresh
polls, or It can run the body
through commissioners, This
further centralises powers and

example formula and list these specific
Issues/events,
® The regime change In

Bangladesh, It wi
lent at street level, les

and dramatle, It's been widely
blamed on the US deep state (we
will use DS hereon). It's also
been called a US (United States)
DS success, with the Insinuation
that similar operations were
planned In India as well
Because, of course, the Blden

merelyth
and unauthorised” group that worked under the
US government radar? If you saw the plctures of
Geomesau'lunnylrulnmmeacme!m-r
Yunus in Dhaka last month, your
suspiclons will be strengthened.

‘Then also see that lconle (If 1 may be allowed
o use just once the description | usually ban in
my own newsroom for anything
but a sculpture) pheture of a dot-
ing Joe Biden with his arm
around Yunus'

and soverelgn commitments remaining Intact,
also changes when pollucal lnden command
0. Those we describe as the shallow state,
“Shallow” Is not to denote wulamn but
because they're transient. Actually, lhm
ones with real power, It Is used onl
the political leaderships will have the deeper
state apparatus at thelr command, It Is only
when the shallow state Is weak that DS takes
over the agenda. We saw this play out just after
Manmohan Singh signed the nuclear deal,
Much of the opposition to It was based on

leaks hisoffi d his y of External
Affalrs by career dvll servants, pm’y motivated
partly by

If Hastna's downfall was really
engineered by the Americans,
was It by some DS working on its
own? Or In conjunction with the
Biden Administration? This

makes you wonder why elections administration and the DS do There are shadowy, amor-
to the MCD are even held. not ke Narendra Modl, mom 'mm phous, vaguely deflned organi-
‘The RIP Is mindful that on the ® Next, the serles of exposés SHEKHAR GUPTA satlons that work as Instruments
ground the AAPstill exists, And so on the Adani group across two of a regular, upfront state, Atrick
the Dol AmrnittheCongrom vy shorcler Hindanburg, which doscribe the Luabkar-s-Tuba and Julsh:
ngross owy whicl st ree- and Jalsh-e-

as as It had h As non-state actors which the

Bot more

defeat of the AAP, Onatluuone
seat, the Majlls e Ittahadul
Muslimeen (MIM) contributed to

‘There were also many orlrl;r storles that came
in through organisations supported or funded
by OCCRP (Organised Crime and Corruption

ath splie that
led to lht Victory of the BIP
(Mohan Bisht  from

Mustafabad). Granted these are
arithmetical rather than political
equations. But it will take no time
at all for the AAP, which Is more
comfortable In a role as an
Opposition than & ruling party
anyway, to ask the BIP uncomfort-

about

hnna) There Is also the ICLI, or the
of

Journallsts. l!om are supported by the George
Soros-founded Open Socm Foundatlons, Mr
Soros Is an acknowledged Left-leaning anarchist
(1 won't call him liberal) and a stock and cur-
rency markets predator, He's the man who
broke the pound and the Bank of England

Pakistanis would? Or DS? Both will give the
Paklstan state plausible denlabllity, They are the
state, and they mean enormous harm to Indla,

‘The Adani issue might be a blt more complex
because in most of the stories from Hindenburg
and OCCRP, there ks no clear US government
role. So, was DS at play? But then, the US
Department of Justice and Securitles and
Exchange Commission came up with Indiet-
ments potentially and a lot more lhrumulu
than 's. Now,

as well as many key East Aslan countries in the
1997 financial crisls, Both these organisations

ness visavisthe Centre, While it s

aspects of Delhl's

The BIP Is likely to get a new
natlonal president in the next few
weeks, A lot will depend on the
equation between the president of
the BIPand Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. We must never forget

y the BIP y real
administrative changes in the way
Delhl is now governed, it might
have to tweak the optics of how It
runs the city. Otherwise, all
MadanLal Khurana's sacrifices will
have been for nothing,

leading to storles on
the Adanl group, The conspiracy theory Is that
this was an Indirect attack on the Modi govern-
ment. In fact, Prime Minister Narendra Mod|
noted st the outset of the current Budget sesslon
of Parliament that this was the first in many
years that a sesslon was beginning without any
“mischief from abroad”.

® And the third, two difficult and embarras-

were
OCCRP working Independent of the state, or in
cahoots with m Or vice versa?

And finally, the Issues Indla faced In Canada
and the US over Nijjar and Pannun., The notion
of this being DS activity was brought in mostly
because some in the US and Canadian media
were particularly active on this. All of thelr
storles, however, were based on briefings by
their own Intelligence officlals.

One way of looking st DS Is the bureaucracy,
civil services, police, armed forces, pudiclary, reg-

those who found lhc change too duulc

‘That Is why the nuclear labllity law was so
polsoned as to make the entire deal fruitless,
This Is precisely what the Mod! government’s
Budget just promised to change and which the
Modi-Tramp jolnt statement has taken note of,

And finally, where does non-state feature?
From anclent times, soverelgns have used
the cover of non-state actors to take thelr
cause forward,

From bhikshus of Ashokan 3rd century BC
and medieval Sufis to Oxfam, Omidyar and
Soros now, non-state actors have any real power
only when they work In conjunction with a real
state, What Is the US Agency for International
Development, for example? It can’t be DS
because It Is very much an Instrument of the
American state, So much so that Marco Rublo
has now taken direct charge of it and moved it
in the state department. ‘Trumplan objec-
tlon ks that It had been hijacked by Leftist ideo-
logues who were using It to Indulge thelr own
fancy and not to further American Interests.

Jump millenniy to present-duy Indla and
ask what the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
Is, The Bharatlya Janata Party (BIP) will say
It Is & non-state entity, and, In fact, the world’s
largest non-government organisation, Ask
the Congress, and they will call it the BJP's
DS, The exact equation will apply If you asked
the BJP and the Congress what Sonla
Gandhl's Natlonal Advisory Councl] was, One
shallow state antagonist’s DS Is the other's
non-state entity.

By special arrangement with ThePrist

Release for grief

there are well-imagined echoes of
Covid here, The protagon st
Vinita does what so many did i

M wnuni lockdown: Starta podcast, *1
comedy about losing atwin wonder if any of the people 1 know
RANJITA GANESAN (Twinless), adocumentary where a “made It’, That used tomean belng
| terminally ll poet reflects on living famous, but now It just means being
(13 nyuuoh{f'l\mm!wy | (Come See Me In The Good Light), and | here.” she ponders.
A Director Meera Menon and co-
produce dumu loma ‘ of the pandemic (Didn't Die), writer Paul Gleason turntothe
one's time of grief. Yet, when Balya, Grlefbs atraglc fact with no words of wise men and women to
& protagonist in Sabar Bonda, poses vrls h ftheslow
it to his bereaved friend Anand — | K kind of i fthat perfod:
away from the earshot of the rel- | hasitstroubles, the way John “Noone ever told me that grief feels

ummmmmmodbym

Sweeney’ IT\WI(hl ulln i Whlle

5o much like fear” (CS Lewis) and

worry about emo-
tional comfort — It serves to put
oxygen back in the airless room, A ‘
reminder that In painful situations it

dark

contrasting in mood, It would make
an interesting double bill with
l(anmd:'l much quieter film —

(Hélene Cixous), The film Isstitched

together with Vinita's irreverent
narrations that being out the

Delebrities never fade away

YES, BUT...

SANDEEP GOYAL

he recent Indla Ant Fair in

Delhl was a living ode 1o

“delebrities”. Delebrities
are dead celebrities who con-
tinue 1o be remembered, cele-
brated, and valued. The art falr
was ruled by the works of S H
Raza, F N Souza, M F Husaln,
Vasudeo § Galtonde, Tyeb
Mehta, and Gogl Saro| Pal
among many others whose post-
humous fame continued to
attract richie-rich an

legacy. These celebritles were
cbviously highly influential fig-
ures during thelr lifetime; and
thelr art or creative output con-
tinues to be consumed and
appreciated by fans long after
are gone,

Michael Jackson, the Prince

of Pop, died in 2009 but still
% hundreds of milllons of
dollars each year, more than
many top celebs of today.
Jackson was one of the biggest
names in world music during
his peak in the 19805 and 1990s,
And even though controversles
took away some of the sheen
from his stardom, even death
falled to dim his fame or for-
tune. After his sudden demise,

estate has

away, But death has magnified
the value of his works manifold
as no new Razas will any longer
hit the market, “Gestation”, a
1989 S H Raza painting, sold ata
Pundole's suction in Mumbal for
L5 crore ($6.27 million),
“Gestation” Is possibly the most
expensive Indlan artwork ever to
be sold at an auction, Husaln
was already repeatedly tpping
the one crore mark by the time
he died In 2011, But his prices
have risen by 2000 per cent
since then — an artwork by the
late Husain titled Volces sold for
U847 crore at an online
AstaGuru auction In 2020,
Similar statistles are true for
uhnr Indian masters,

1o monetise his celebrity status
through royalties earned from
his

debate, espe-
chlly In today's age of arvificial
Intelligence, Is whether the dead

According to Forbes' “The
Highest-Pald Dead Celebrities of
2024", Jackson h ed more

should be brought
back to life beyond fan

tural assoclation between the
man and the product. In m.
defence, Sean Lennon argu

that It was designed to knp nll
father in the public consclous-
ness and Introduce his Image
and personality to & new,
younger audience, In reality, it
was an attempt to ensure the
marketability of Lennon's Image,
persona, and music, But a rep-
utation can be easily tarnished,
Lennon's eloquence and Ideal-
Ism endowed him with unique
Intellectual welght and gravitas,
To squander this by using himto
sell a car was a mistake,

India’s biggest delebrity, at
least in recent living memory,
has been Mahatma Gandhl,
Since his death The Father of the
Natlon has adorned our cur-
rency notes and postage stamps,
and has had his name embll

zoned on

and love. Lennon's murder In

These delahruz":ulul all com-
mand stratospheric prices, and
thelr works sell like hot cakes to
well-heeled, dis-

than $3.3 billion since his death,
His earnings of $115 million in
2023 ($600 million In 2024), for
le, beat Elvis Presley

cerning buyers,
Dead valu-

able because thelr creative works
~ @, music, movies, or books
continue to generate exponen-
tlal value through actual sales,
through royalties, lcensing
deals, and merchandise even
after thelr death, Allowlnn thelr

Isnot the language of & jon that | queer love and what it alive
matters so much as the sincerity | really helr d;
In lts asking, ‘ ythelrpain. Avastly fi h
The I8 just as Sweeney identical from Andrea
"1 twin heb hinking sb Glbson, fthy
don't know.” lost his ‘ how and how tary Come See Me In The Good Light,
1 dhis d.gp]y,_., y Its loss, Is 1l he oth
had “I | sideoflifecalls. As one crushing
hed him dﬂl‘lnvw oM dlagnosis after another arrives, the
of hurt, Roh you," Roma poet laureate of Coloradosurrounds
lmahdehul lhouuhecnnnuunn says, lhllllunpmlmmwon ynup themselves withthe vitallsing
the aher Rocky, hof friends, For 3
courseof di 0 Dennis, who, likehls | Glbson's partner Megan Falley finds
mnumllurmnuymtheywd Mn. hyy Adulmol‘ulmelr an Ingenious tech solution tothe
Jury prize for el the ght old reality of not being able to growold
Sundance Film Festival, wmpbﬂwmemch-evuy together: Usinga face- aging app for
‘The question "Are you okay?* fast, but the results are bittersweet. her proposal video,
appeared repeatedly this Sundance Survivor's gullt ls simllarly at the Loss Is humanity’s lot, but as
lnmnlnlmlhuammhuld ccnuaofbldn‘wk Shot Inblack Glbson reaches urgently for thelr
sar hite, the Jow-budget indle best gifts — love, humour, creation
E«mplomnpmlcwynn which | mmnnmuldlhefmltnw' ;;tu;:lnuﬂum nconnncuna
n | idearatl
but have allowed little room for Apost- npocahrplkwne.ufumm lhepoa‘iawnvmdl. lhpplneu
coming to terms, The Marathi- an Indlan-A warding
language Sabar Bonda had off flesh-hungry zombiles. Though reallse we d
company in a Portland-set buddy affected by repetitive Nlashbacks, find it."

e) 1o earn

significant rmnue from thelr

($100 million) and the Doors
R (%

million) that year. Freddy
Mercury's earnings [n 2024 were
$250 million while Prince
cashed In at $35 million and Bob
Marley at $34 million, John
Lennon at $17 million too was
not far behind,

Painter Raza was already a
legend by the time he passed

his reputation as
amusical vislonary and cultural
lcon. Since then, Yoko Ono and
Sean Ono Lennon, the couple’s
son, have maintained his legacy,
cultural ublguity, and fame,
Until, that Is, they allowed
Cltrodin to use him to sell cars. In
a 2010 gn.ivcn.‘unnnn was seen

dens, public bulldings and Inlu

tutions. But Gandhijl's delebrity
brand Is getting somewhat
diluted and diminished as Jesser
and lesser currency notes are
used today as everyone Is golng
digital, And letters have long
been replaced by e-mall. You see
far less of the Mahatma today
than ln earlier decades,

nature of nostalgla in grainy col-
our. His Image was then cut to
lvvul the new Cltroén, &;umn;

“Imagine no possessions” with
sucha ﬂwmﬂly commerclal act
Isa

rejuve-
nated his somewhat strong dele-
britles have a way of
bouncing back — they rarely
fade away.

here belng no cul-
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countless

A group of retired military personnel, who chose to settle down in Kochi after their decades-long toil across
various military installations, have found themselves homeless as the apartments they purchased have become
unliveable. A recent judicial intervention has warranted the demolition of the multistorey apartment
complexes. M. P. Praveen chronicles the emotional and financial crises of the military veterans

f ever an installation was to epitomise the
fury of a man cheated of his life’s savings,
then the one in the parking lot 72 in Tower
B of Chander Kunj Army Towers on Silver
sand Island, Vytilla, Kochi, would come close,

On the floor, spread out like a floral carpet are
concrete flakes of different sizes and shapes.
Alongside it, arranged on a bowl kept on a foot
stool are thin, rusted rebars (reinforcing bars)
and brown-coloured dust into which many simi
lar rusted rebars have been reduced into. Paul
Erinjeri, 73, who retired as a captain after 28
years in the Indian Army did not painstakingly
collect them from far and wide to fulfil some ex:
otic post-retirement artistic fad.

Rather, they tumbled down off the roofs or the
countless renovations forced upon many of the
208 apartment owners in Towers B and C of the
apartment complex, located about a km away
from the busy Vyttila junction,

“One of my two apartments, which together
cost me around 1,40 crore, s now a storehouse
of the debris and documents revealing how we
are in danger of losing our apartments just seven
years after they were delivered to us,” Paul says,

Court orders demolition, reconstruction
On February 3, 2025, the Kerala High Court or
dered the demolition and reconstruction of the
two towers “to prevent casualties and protect
lives and properties.”

The High Court order came on a batch of writ
petitions filed by the association of the owners
and some individual owners. They had chal
lenged an order from the District Collector di
recting retrofitting and sought reconstruction as
well as compensation, The court observed that
Illlllll‘)ll' Inspections confirmed severe corrosion
in the reinforced concrete due to high chloride
content, Several assessments pointed out a lack
of quality control procedures during construc
tion, “The presence of chlorides indicates an in
herent flaw in construction practices or mate
rials. which require comprehensive structural
treatment rather than surface-level fixes which
had proven inadequate,” the court observed,

Chander Kunj Army Towers, a gated commun
ity near Thykoodam metro station, was deve
loped by the Army Welfare Housing Organisation
(AWHO), a registered society controlled by the
Indian Army, solely for serving and retired de
fence personnel and their dependents, The con
struction was carried out by Silpa Projects and
Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd, and the architect and the
project management consultant was Ajith Archi
tects, The project was supervised Jocally by an of
ficer of the rank of Colonel who was in charge as
the Project Director, AWHO,

264 apartments in three towers
It has 264 apartments in three towers, two (B and
C towers) of which are 29 floors each and the
third (A tower) with 16 floors, across 4.25 acres,
The project commenced in 2013 and the delivery
of apartments began in 2018 though the apart
ment owners allege that the completion certifi
cate was procured fraudulently when the work
was still incomplete.
V.V, Krishnan, 43, a Lieutenant Commander
enlisted with |h(~ Indian Navy under the Short
rvice Commission, had completed his 12-year
¢ by the time he received delivery of his

ee

We will
shortly
Inspect the
she to take a
call on
evacuation,
demolition,
and removal
of debris

NASK UMESH
Districe Calkector

tress in the first year itself with large chunks of
concrete falling and tiles starting tenting.

Cracks on walls and staircases, spalling of con
crete, and the collapse of concrete flakes off the
roof and granite claddings off the wall are now
commonplace. The basement with many foun
dational pillars stripped off concrete, exposing
the highly corroded rebars, can spook even the
courageous ones, Then there is the highly cor
roded retaining wall, which has assumed a yel
lowish tinge with the rebars on the verge of pro-
truding through the wall,

Safeguarded by a flimsy net

On the ground floor, a net has been stretched
along the circumference of the towers to protect
people from the free-falling concrete flakes. A
few concrete flakes, the size of a brick, could be
seen deposited on the net, However, recently a
large chunk of concrete from the 14th floor of the
B Tower fell through the safety net and pierced
through the steel roof of the first-floor terrace in
the middle of the night. It was hu, enough to take
a life had it fallen on someone, Cars too get dam
aged from falling concrete pieces, Thankfully,
none of the residents have been hurt,

Krishnan shifted to a rented house last year
when the District Collector issued an order un
der the Disaster Management Act, 2005, asking
the residents to evacuate by June 30, 2024,

“1 did not want to compromise on my daught
er's safety or disrupt her education abruptly by
evacuation midway through an academic year,”
says Krishnan who pays a monthly rent of
130,000 in addition to the EMI of the bank loan
of his soon-to-be-demolished apartment. Even
tually, the evacuation plan was dropped last year,

The trauma of impending displacement and
safety hazards has taken its toll on children as
evidenced by the absence of their hubbub, a de
fining feature of any residential community. Ele
ven-yearold Nanda's (name changed) band of
friends in the apartment has shrunk as families
continue to move out, She stood silent with sad
ness written all over her face when asked about
her friends

Stephen Mathews, 76, a decorated Navy com:

High and dry: The twin towers of
Chander Kunj Army Towers at Vyttila,
Kochi, the demolition and
reconstruction of which the Kerala High
Court ordered recently, THULASI KAKKAT

mander who participated in the Bangladesh Lib
eration War and was honoured with the Vishisht
Seva Medal, injured his spine after stumbling on
debonded tiles of his apartment floor four years
ago. With his mobility restricted, he now moves
around with a walking stick.

240 lakh spent on interiors
When Annie Jones, 52, moved into the 3BHK
apartment along with her husband Jones Ale:
60, a retired Navy captain, in 2018, she was fairly
sure that it was going to be their final abode
where, in her words, “they would live and die”

That's why they lavished 240 lakh on decking
up the interiors in their T90-lakh apartment. Ye
when their newly wed daughter and husband ar
rived from Australia for the wedding reception
last year, they had to rent a home fearing they
may have to evacuate around that time,

“What should have been one of the happiest
moments in our lives instead proved traumatic
After 34 years in service, when | was transferred
every five years, | was hoping to have some stabil
ity finally. Yet, here we are staring (&
future and another displacement,” rues Jones,

The apartment owners attribute the degrada
tion of towers to sheer negligence on the part of
the authorities. The court observed that the dis
tress to the towers is undeniably human-induced,
caused by cumulative violations of regulatory,
structural, and environmental standards,

Smitha Rani, 48, opted for voluntary retire
ment from the Indian Army as a Lieutenant Colo
nel to finally have some family time with her hus
band and sons after being posted across the
country during a 24-year career. “What hurts
maost as a defence person is that feeling of being

betrayed by our people,” she s
Sajie Shankar, 49, a Non-Resident Indian who

ty et tied around the twin towers of Chander Kun Army Towers

PN

d

returned for good, was allotted a
since his father was in the Army. Though he
didn’t know at that time, enrolling for law came
in handy as he is now engaged in a legal fight for
rights along with a bunch of other owners.

In his final year at the Government Law Col
lege, Thrissur, he is now the president of the ‘re
bel' Chander Kunj Welfare and Maintenance So
ciety which is at the forefront of that legal fight.

apartment

Two horrible experiences
Lizy Cherian, 72, served as a nursing officer with
the Indian Army for 10 years before Jeaving the
service to spend the next 30 years with the Delhi
administration, She had at least two nightmarish
experiences before she decided she had enough
and shifted to another apartment in Maradu for a
monthly rent of €39,000.

“Once, | got locked out in the balcony along
side the kitchen of my sixth floor apartment for
nearly two hours, The door that got slapped shut
in the wind wouldn't open. When | pulled hard at
the door handle in desperation, it came off. None
heard me crying out for help and 1 did not have
the mobile phone with me either. Fortunately,
there was a machete in the balcony with which |
broke open the door,” she recollects,

On another occasion, during a rainy evening,
she found w her shock, water gushing into her
apartment, inchuding from the plug points raising
the spectre of electrocution, through a fissure in
the wall. A police team had to rush to her rescue
on receiving her panic-stricken phone call,

In keeping with the High Court order, District
Collector N.S.K. Umesh has constituted a com
mittee to supervise the demolition and the recon.
struction of the towers. It comprises an expe
rienced structural engineer, two owners from the
residents” assoclation, an experienced engineer
from the municipality, and an experienced offic
er from the Town Planning department,

“We will shortly inspect the site to take
on evacuation, demolition, removal of debris e
Also, the committee will decide whether maore
experts need to be inducted,” says Umesh,

The court has also empowered the committee
to make complaints against those responsible for
creating a situation that led to the demolition of
the towers. However, the AWHO contended in
the High Court that there was no need for further
investigation to fix responsibility as it had already
ted arbitration against the project director,
architect, and contractor to recover losses. The
AWHO is yet to respond to an email seeking its
views on the crisis that has befallen the apart
ment owners.

‘Rent offered not high enough’

Apartment owners, however, find the monthly
rent - ¥21,000 and 123,000 for owners of towers
B and C respectively which the court has directed
AWHO to pay until reconstruction - inadequate,
“For this rent, how are we going to get decent ac
commodation in the city matching the facilities
we enjoyed in our apartment,” wonders Lalitha
Mathews, an elderly resident.

Neither are they happy about the provision
that the AWHO could construct additional floors/
additional areas on the same site, subject to the
relevant building rules, to enable them to offset
the expenses incurred in the demolition and re
construction, “We are planning to go on appeal
agninst the court order,” said Sajie.

The apartment owners accuse AWHO of carry
ing out patch work all around the building using
local untrained manpower without any technical
expertise, to cover up the structural defects, in
cluding in piling foundations,

Amidst all this, Paul continues to go around

+

apartment, which he bought for 375 lakh,

clockwise from top) f-(-mlmrm:h' al caught collecting debris to add to the installation that

He recollects how the two towers comprising | to prevent debeis from falling on people undemeath; chunk ancrete have fallen off the roof at many places in the towers; a foundation keeps getting bigger in his parking lot, like the
208 flats started to show signs of structural dis- | pillar stripped off concrete expesing the rusted reinforcir THUILASI KANMAT mounting worries of his neighbours,
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Tariffs loom as India-US
ties soar after Modi visit

be optics were great. They always are when Indian Prime Minkster
INarendra Modi and US President Donald Trump meet. Thelr hug spelt the
rogular warmth, and the fiem nﬂnhnkamﬂmmulmuh India-US
ties that are certain to grow manifold with a transactional Republican
P'ulnml in the White House than a preachy Democrat.
lgn office may mmmmnmwmm.}:nmlmmm
Hlllw‘ﬂnn in MAGA plus MIGA equals Mega prosperi ling remains
that the Washington meet ydolmntm'MJ\(}A lhln MIGA as India com:
mltl lnnhlu-uv towards the USA for defenoe purchases, inch
ing offered as an alternative mmm-unsmmwm«mm
thnl will be aimed to making Ameﬁ:n India's bi e
“The benedits are clear as the security aspect -mmmmm'rmmpuu
ing for damping down of border tens) with China he makes more
umbulwwunlnumnﬂydlmrm;‘ d ll lotter
lch US governments dr: their feet for . For a nation struck
hywn Itrmukln 1o the US's /11, a plotter to face justios on its soll holds a high
emotional quotient.
Dark clowds may, however, have gathered already with the US asanouncement of

o tarifls that nearly coincided with the Modi
All the positives visit This ks Mr 's Jair trade’ move through . LETTERS
flowed around ties M\lch Indin, lm Japan and other countries
on the friendly wlmlheU.‘LmlM) o O O - S
as the US and i e ﬁﬂj-smlnv'u X 0 UK lovin, I wil AUTOCRATIC BJP
India plan to sign a ke un even deaper d &M
new 10-year one, friend or foe in the matter of Having deput sisa
defence urn'ﬁmpwmlml to allow India any Jee ? bad .dg ?h v I
way Mpth its prnplnllm Mr Modi's visit by " a3, ey are u“fa Yy
as M OVON ning retaliatory tarifls on American almonds, ® there because of political
hickpeas, lentils i H
et e i s s e e, oot DIOSSUTSE f 353 0o
torrorism v froe trade deal wuu.ld, however, help In address- Irod d(wmnnn without shack- 1O those who were unable
Imtham-nyurtﬂ'lum- 'r‘"“ mdmmulnnwuml to occupy the highest
defon i fine, but it aj lhus will the China threat ldydl-wn!dlkaua hair, It id also be
ﬁmhmhulmlwdmﬂfmymmumhm for Al motivated India-US lan backlash,  CPAIT 1T would also be
development than India, which pmmuy enjoys u $45 billion trade lu us with via  understandable in a big
the US. To avold reciprocal tariffs, ‘o lan exporters may also have to look at assem- President Trump als mn ¢ alrcraft m state. In Delhi where the
bling manufactured in tl U! M bm\rlhmnl bes ma landed at Amritsar, . ol
ik hat ol 1.....2"&'".;'..,..4 JaFI e sl oathe WP emphasised the Indian delegation must have  BJP has a clear majority
All the positives flowed around ties on the secur u"ﬁusmumwun Importance of China s the Calombian wilu-  an¢f 5 small area, the pro-
to sign u new 10-year defence partnership even as uhumpullm Pakistan, for resolving many uses its own al for two deputy CMs
warning it not to indulge In extraterritorial tervor. And, intriguing y. the US muchcnunpm out seven months. The nim  |ggy 08, including civilian aircraft to fly posal To eputy .
Prosident has disclosed that the US has no intorest whatsoever in meeting  of lllndnubh bilateral teade to cilhm-hcmdnpnmlm is preposterous. The
where the have allowed the wime ambd the me  Minister  $300 billlon by 2090. How- lan diploenats overdependence of the
chisos of student protests and riots. Narendra  Modi  ever, wm sevaral modia and Prime Minister Modi Pe " ,
The lm?munl must with US President B:l:rlu, it 48 unclear whe ndled the first engage  BJP on Mr Narendra Modi
have came as music to mmmm-mmr-mmnumtc mmnu\dl\hmly Donald Trum twok place oo T the mlvmml tariffs  allens includes legal ent- mrm with Trump 20 well. o, take all decisions is
colned ‘Make India Groat M‘l n that resonates with Mr ’n'um'pl own Thursday, 14, He deforred in the interim  rants with thelr path to per-  Gentle flattery and noo-con-
brand of US nationalism. Golng forward, US-indin coaperation in civil nuclear wn the nmm p-rhdorler’l‘mmpvmnu manent residency blocked.  frontatianal addressing of  90INg to hurt the party
power generation, h-udunmahmm: civil nuclear deal, might be a significant theem as u hanging sword. Forelgn secretary Vikram  {ssues currently dominating — badly in the long run. The
towirds India ts cloan power ,gh“ 'm mm. nm ghm The other areas lsted by  Misri sadd the visltwas "sub-  Mr Trump's agenda, besides BJP Id le. f his-
Like world tr-um Indians nuyﬂmhun: Mmmmmmu»m wsued a flurry of  Mr Misrl for cooperation  stantive and productive”. lsolating core areas of en- couid learn from his
“Trump's reciprocal tariff regime, but India can ptwlrol:ﬂl with a greater sense mmm orders. He was  have been on the Prosident announe: n‘mm from lhmn rk-  tory what the result was
of mn!‘ywu mulurzI ;‘tha as wlv- in a m(hl? dollvr.r::g 'n election P over the last d.u:‘p. that u"lhn llmlr.l wl.l.v:mnho l-l:ll\ of a similar overdepen-
N Wi a it tion when n n\phm ont| m wwur i, & 3 . swasible
bt o " The tarright Agends T0 of enipguent Dofues ¢ tani natoralinvaived i the 10 8how thecon dence of the Congress on

Use Prez Rule to heal Manipur

0 years after ethnle strife split Manipur into two different enclaves, the

I Lmnl wwmm( has imposed ﬁnmm ' ruh This bs the 11th time that

whose provisions relate to th of constitutional

mlmlmry In the nlh wis invoked to m President's rule in Mnmwr

the maximum for any state in Indla, by Uttar Pradesh which

under President’s Rule 10 thmes,

There was a demand for the President's Rule in Manipur since violent clashes

flared up between the dominant Meiteis, the dwellers lowlands, and tribal

The visit was cruclal for
renewing contact with Mr
Trump and his new team,
and to ensure that his under-
mining of existing norms,
systoms and institutions, st
home and abrosd, did not
hamper relations with India.

On the very af his
meoting  with Mr Modi,
President Trump slgned an
axecutive mhr Imposing

.:}rw riffs” Ihll

the world. urlluwﬂ

Kukis, who reside in hill districts and make

Assembly, The BIP's o
it Imm:dmd Article 174(1) that mandates Assembly to meet at least
twlu within six the sharter window available to the BIP, forcing the

“entre to impose the l‘luldnm s Rule.

Al President’s Rule was imposed as o u-u]lo(lhemllm party’s pullnnn!«xl
gency, umnnﬂullul tore normaley in the sta nmm
a reconciliation between nunl in the state is extremely low,

‘The Internal conflict in Mnnlpur hn all the ingredients that kept different parts
of unpartitioned India an the boil on ddferent occasions for over 150 yewrs — the
majority community's penchant to develop too a‘u;cnkl and the minority com-
munity's extreme levels of suspicion, Starting Hindu-Muslims riots in the
18708 over the script of Hindavi, which sowed the seeds for the creation of Pakistan,

called it the “ensy wur w
dndl'lth!hlll‘llndn

ances with major n-(lm
India, with a trade imbal-
ance of $45.7 billion, is at
number seven amongst nat-

Mts. But India does not need

1o lmport it from the US.
Despite the inausplclous

beginning, India shrewdly

e
operation  stands out, s
India hos gradually shifted
to American nlnl-
forms after

of

dence on Russia, A new ten-

framework, m“h)lr

adopted, emy
coproduction. A Mmc:
procurement agreement s
also imminent. Other arens
for cooperation are auto
nomous  systems, critical
and
m and energy, The

both increased huy-
Iu(hy lndll of oll and gas, o
partly address the trade
imbalance, and uvgm wm
-nweyc vl
opment lﬂ’l modular
reactors. Indin had ahudy
tweaked its domest]
ndmru the civil Iuhlllly d

jurs. The strict
bun Intro-

duced due 64 Bhopal
dun-ur mvnlnm Ame-

nulU

Somnom«nrwﬁruu
laboeation are sclentific res
inls 1. ”’:’1 In
tiative, cooperntion
higher educat

29/11 terror attacks in Mum-
bad, stands cleared indicated
countor-terrorism

Indian sow
tortal h\my had Mr
Trump respond with gerer

llllhlu U\ﬂrl the
imlarly, the
G-uum

ni prosecution
and the case involving the

attempted murder of Gur

m;’ Singh Punnun, alle-
agonts, were
both leaders,

‘l\v International {ssues
elicited interesting respans

mumumcﬁ -

motivated Indla-US

impartance of China for
resolving many issues, In-
cluding Ukraine. On Uk
ralne, Mr Modi said India
wis no( neutral, just pro-

hn advocated dll.lm

mln-i Cullnd\\t:

and the

Eumw (‘mﬂdm' (IMILC) and

B ket g
ut

mln ey In

West Asia and a solution to

the Gaza

cation o’lwu million Pules-
tinkans from Guza has been

generully rejectod.
Slmun);iy‘ his ambitious

dispute resolution in Uk

ralne may cr may not sue

quagmire. Mr
MRS

hh negotiat lkllh "h
aul ? u#n Karea
badly during his

Hummr India  has

the Nehru-Gandhi family.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

FAMILY HEAD

NNMD TRUMP has committed to
Ukraine will not have al

bers as the elder children, by speaking on
behalf of Ukraine with Russia, consider-
ing them to be too immature to handle
themselves. On the other nnnll
also considers Trump to be ¢

behind the gun, did not -m llm
llll(lm Inl\

Enmp relterates time lnd mln that he
wants & win the
but by ending wars, Wull. w him H
SUODRS.
Narula
Patiala

RS,

INDIA'S PROBLEM

all conflicts in India have centred around trust deficit between different communi- adopted o mnz? fon, ete. But while, lndn US mw
ties. Unless attempts are made to foster trust between communities in Manipur, the ment mlry i um havering over all of them & and diplomacy to resolve the  across & wide swathe of
President’s Rule will achieve absolutely nothing in that state, Vikram Mnrl the ow of “Make Amer-  lssue without hostilities. Mr— areas will resume uninter-
who hn-&duamunmt fea Great A{nln" (MA(‘ A), - Modi also deftly backed Mr  rupted. Yet, tromors in one
the moeeting, signalied that vmh its evangel 's self-appointed role ened rule of
India came %mm [ um.nnnm umhmn- peacemaker, althau law gobally makes an inter-
oddress Prosi Trump's ore are also contradic Immpm\l wurrled that
oft-voloed conesens tlons amidst Mr Trump's  US President appeared pu\ gerous and prone to sudden
ing imbalanced trade close assockates. uduk&» tlal to Russia, mmmldl‘nmanhu
THE ASIAN AGE lll lmmwm‘l!\llml lhxnsu On {llegal immigration, for
THE ASIAN AGE o 1 rvoew bir V.n-ymwumn-mr anon again Mr Modi chasé The BIP would bo sensibloto
Modlnm-m-lnhlhmhlp recrulting wobal takent, the  cooperation rather than con-  seek tolerant governance at
Koarn Mi i K Sanae with  President Trump. MAGA supparters mm frontation. While ls  home and a friendly out
e e s ignared during Joe Biden's  bically oppose it Mr i ing with the misgui In- reach in the nelghbo ™
Too Auan A oifis b barated @ cy. -hmdlL took President  dians adopting the * As the famous saying goes: o\.lrnll;hhwnwvlunl.lny:
ow Dulb Jusnadurtal N brw Ntisnsl Yirush Cormr, 219 Dwen Duyal Upmhyny Macg, New D 110002, Fhane Mr Misri shared the path-  Trump back to the ml Toute Al entry into the  “Trust, but verlfy”. abilateral aj to dealing with these
W2 way forward. First, to t  memothes of “Howdy " US, be the real [asue is Insues,” fovelgn Vikram Misri
T INAed andl Privemel oo boshall of anel for Mr Trump a “win”, [ndia  and “Namaste Trump® pub  the stom fvellitating The writer is a former  said. Well -nd. Mr Misri, Well done,
o 10 o B Wl ok & S T e BB i agroed that the first phase af  lic theatre, But the Indian  the dlegal human trafficking — secretary in the exter-  India. Well done, Mr Narendra Modi!
D Landber O bmars 14 Wh e, Bl 2 Einabo Howwn 30 Yioh e Lissbon, $61 780 a trade agreement shall be  diaspora’s mood may tum  networks in the US and  nal affairs ministry. He Sankar
N Hagheten taavdmr 3T2HOW finalised by “fall", or fn ab sullen if the crusade agninst  abroad. twoets at wambkesingh. Chakdaha, West Bengal
f \ on the court the that the defendant trial were challenges from the defence and the ar unfalr activity such as o rald on
arrukh ing in court s not the Hadi Matar who: the about the constitution of the jury. who were attempting to rise during a
Dho xS But 48 false Chautauqua Institution and proceeded to wis such o contest from both sides at the trial for  famine. His judgment was always: “Line them up
10 y you the speaker o the platform, fraud which Donald Tramp faced for his mmmmw
ki My roason, gentle reader, far suggesting that this mﬂoﬁnmmmmﬁ the verdict in Matar’s case, the maxi-
Cabhages mu::mmpzmmmmmm “mdm%nmm Ihnmn:la‘nnﬂnm mhvgl.—ulmmuNwYakm
du-%m expound his religious “philosophy" or convictions, prosecution naturally wan “Make  abolished the death penalty as unconstitutional.
& Kings - is that, as he entered the court. he shouted the  America Ga-Ga Again” advocates excluded. My father would have been disappotnted?
Palestine supporters’ slogan: “Fram the river to sucha took place in Matar's trial - And perhaps Matar himself, sinoe he comemitted
- From Quaid-eShasam| by Bachchoo  the sea!” as well, but [ find no reports of it mu%Mmmmuun
that be seos hilmself not as a biun .Mmm%mm caught, will also be disappointed s be may have,
trial of Hadi Matar for the attempted hﬁmﬂmﬂmhlumdmd slogan as he entered the court, his  through this action In his possibly unrewnrding
of Sal ushulie thisweek  what he sees as Islamic causes, He Is 27 ald. lawyers wouldn't want any staunch  existence, been seoking martyrdom and the seven:
attacker o in New York. The repoets of the opening  Salman 1 77. Matar wasn't born whea The Satanie  Zianists,or parhaps any citiaens of the Jewish fuith  ty promised hourds of paradise.
day showed Matar entering the court in 4 Verses was clreumstances of his uh)\wﬂn A would My vague curiosity inclines me to Jook forward to
. blue shirt. He had several defence lawyers with brainwashing, impelling him to mur- firm sekats to bo exchuded as the pr hearing or any other witnesses have to
Rushdle t to mm-aumm—wmmm dor mmhmw af two or three of them could bead to a say about his murderous motive. Perhaps there's
and be entered a af “ M‘I.y;(-rm mmmmm;:urhh T h’lrmmﬂdmnn Is taking atall mmnmnmm:mmmu
“Fuct!") That's & . What o them us 's verdict to kill al COurse, should in - Khomeini or the fervent
Sige ¥ * . mwm’“ﬂ-nmm- e o fe country — Salman ym, the Ahdmmmmwm
0 tICISe m ln ':E of witnesses, apart from the COUrNgEOUS Te's read the book will also us he appeared as o ~and even If they take the trial in that divection, it
Salman Rusheie, can and will contradict? court during the course of the trial, If [ were on the detail the horrar of the attack, [ suppose ane has — may be interesting to hear why the insanity took
. Perhaps Matar has convinced his lawyers that he m-mmmlwmmhdeIu 1o agree with such due proosss, even in this  the direction of a determination to kill the suthor of
m Om bld? mnﬂuﬂmehnWMM extreme case. The Satanic Verses.
o dorous mmmmmmmm 1 wouldn't be surprised If he he hasn't but  The persan who wouldn't have supported or  If Matar’s lawyers do resoet to such a tactic, his
a a
w\vhlbmuh?mn‘lnd hh:uumnnl- wlllth::Annml.nmm 's “futwa" to kill mmn:mmnﬂmdmhrm defence will be making ;m: e hmnnl’n
toen times, one ey and causing  Rushdie and s pave martyrdam wis my lato father, an man. He was an  an Islamicist intontl {nsanity,
m-—nﬂmmuummm heaven, L - ardent advocate of mwmmu Would that be welcomed by, say, the of
should note so that the defence lawyers can't spring What | was eagerly looking for at the start of the  same headline n a newspaper about some criminal or the maniacs. State, or ISIS?
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Mega partnership

Modi-Trump bonhomie amidst tariffs threat

T

he meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US President Donald
Trump has reinforced the evolving Indo-US
partnership, with both leaders announcing key

ABHLNT DAS

fthere were any lingering doubes

about the US under President

Donald Trump poﬁnf:

significant threat tot

-based international order,

these were removed with the White
House memorandum of February 13
titled ‘Reciprocal Trade and Tarilfs’. The
memo introduces the Fair and
Reciprocal Plan (the Plan) to counter
*“non-reciprocal trading arrangements

agreementsin trade, energy, and defence. While m"‘:‘:‘mr“h*"":l‘;‘;l(ﬂ
both are known to be tough negotiators, their shared respect to each foreign trading partner
goal of strengthening bilateral ties has paved the Implementation of the Plan will

way for deals that could have long-term benefits for
both nations. However, the issue of trade tariffs

P

brazenly violate many provisions of the
WTO and is likely to result in
tric outcomes tilted againse the
interests of many developing countries.
What are the main elements of the

Ty

L] L]
..a Trump has consistently pushed for Plan, why would it run counter to the
= “reciprocal tariffs” on trade partners, and }A’T‘O&d’lh.dph;ncnndwtmmiulihly eclp rocl an pOWer
India’s high tariffs on certain products have i ions? .
long beena sore point. The White House ol . “:m‘:’m’f_:’w ° °
et ey e Pldy na rumpian wor
comparisons with India sectorally unbalanced aspects” of the US trade
(agriculture) and on specific products with foreign trading partners, under the

(motorcycles). However, the ambiguity in

Plan, the US intends to adopt a
Vet fon

Trump's approach suggests that he is the equivalent of 2 reciprocal tariff with TRADE TANGLE. The US memorandum breaks all WTO rules.
keeping his options open, possibly using respect to each foreign trading partner. i i
3 S e 1;‘:’““&:‘ e ':’T:f""" e Larger developing countries must take the lead and push back
st o, . tariffs imposed on US products

Xl}ggﬁ::;lﬁ:‘:réngg ;lt]:;i:;‘ug’l :,J: SWInthl:i}c imported by the partner, but would also Third, WTO rules permit 10 be compelled u tothe them, they should not hold back on the

- < include ini llowing four my discrimi lue-added iating table and datethe  most 1t counter-action against the
has signalled its willingness to increase aspects of non-reciprocal trade tax on imports as well as domestically USinterests. US. These countries should consider not
energy imports from the US from §15 ionship lue-addedtaxand  produced good: respecting the intellectual property
billion to $25 billion. The two countries itorial discriminatory taves;  Fourth, under WTO rules most PUSHBACK OPTIONS ) rights of US holders of intellectual
also snnounced their lntent o double rmnth(xl-_ and regy Y ping sareallo However, larger developing countries pmgﬂ‘ly‘.lﬁqdﬂm‘lnmdlnn

. = barriers that increase the cost of US bend in favour of theird may hold ds to pushiback the rethink by President Trump.
bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. busi perating in other i prody d service suppliers and US. First, they could point out that the Further, in the pharmaceutical sector
Additionally, ongoing defence deals could Juding g proc discriminate against imported rodum US itself maintaing high import barriers  this could action could actually facilitate
also contribute to balancing trade. If trade lack of intel property p P d by their g or through imposing ron-ad valorem production of generic products, thereby
ks stall, India might have to consider and digital trade barriers; third, non-commercial purposes. (NAV) tariffs —an important aspect enhancing access to affordable
P i ~ mhtgmepdiriamdpmm' ces that Fi!ull}',WTOmks ibit the US thatis Ty ack dedged by the US dici

alternative export markets or even impose make US businesses less competitive; from taking any unilateral action forany  and its cheerleaders. In conclusion, global trade and trade
counter-tariffs, as it did during Trump’s and fourth, any other practice that perceived viokation of its rights. Toillustrate, ad valoremequivalents  rules are ata turning paint.

previous term. However, this maynotbea
desirable route as it could escalate the trade

imposes “unfair limitation on market
access orany structural impediment to

Overall, the sed reciprocal
ariffs would ngln;npll,\' be i-“?l;‘-tu(

of NAV tarifls in the dairy sector is likely
to be prohibitively high and in the nu;ge
s

Implementation of reciprocal tariffs
would tear into pieces the WTO

s s B fair competition” to US b would also rep aslaponthefaceof  of 65-140 per cent. Second, they coul rulebook. The US intends touse itasa
war, destabilising the macroeconomic | the WTO as an institution. also point out that high subsidies leverage to compel other countries to
environment and potentially hurting India US GAMEPLAN How should WTO members, mm to specific farm products in advance & ic
more than the US, especially if the latter The end game of the Planis very clear —  particularly developing countries, us ilted the pl:y:t feld against rtdm:in&lheir tariffs and making
expands its action on export-oriented compel i ke changes i respond to the threat of reciprocal imports into the US market. comprebensive changes to their
sectors such ss IT services snd teitiles. The their tariffs and regimes related to tariffs? Same of the products in which mgulaury_mﬁma ‘

s . PN government procurement, digital Given the overwhelming dependence  subsidies in the US in some years n addition, most countries are
US accounts for 18 per cent of India’s total subsidies, IPR protecti af most developingcountriesonthe US  exceeded 50 per cent of the value of unlikely to enhance their exports in the
exports, and it is India’s largest export pr the f i market for their exports, they are likely production inchude the following: rice US market after ing concessions 1o
destination. operators of the US — with the WTO (82 per cent); canola (61 percent);sugar  the US:the of Make America

Asignificant outcome of the meeting is
the continued expansion of defence ties.

rules counting for nothing. How would
the reciprocal tariffs break WTO rules?
First, since on the same product the

The US plan is to compel
countrics to make changes

(66 per cent);cotton (74 per cent);
mohair (141 per cent); and wool (215
percent).

Great Again is Ekely to diminish the rest
of the world.,
It remaing to be seen whether lasger

The US has emerged as one of India’s top USis likely toimpose differenttariffson  jny their tariffs and Third, if these countries lower their developing countries muster the
defence iers, and fresh 5 different countries, this would go " ) tariffs for the US, they must demand itical will to pushback the US, or they
could bolster Indis’s military E‘a abilities against the most favoured nation regimes related to that this be accompanied with firm and | under the US pressure.
while besfiti s n‘rmr - requirement 'uﬂVT(? rules, . government procurement, enforceable commitment by the USto W‘luu the US and other developed +
0 ng Americ . Secand, it is also likely that in many boital ec A idies transfer technology in some of the countries could not achieve through

manufacturers. India will have to balance cases the reciprocal tarilfs would exceed ital cconomy, subsidics, emerging sectors. WTO negotiations, is now sought to be
this growing defence partnership with its the curdnmimnx madebytheUsnoto PR protection cte,, to If some of the karger ﬂtVEk)pi[nl( - achieved through reciprocal taridfs.
ambitions to develop a strong domestic exceed the negotiated mnﬂceihnf in romote American countries are unable to strike a fair

. ‘. . of various products, Jart P s balanced bargain for nting the US The writer & an expert o inter raional trade. Views.
defence manufacturing base under the Bovademes: PO cconomic interests from Iposigreciprocaltarifs agaioer

“Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiative. India’s
commitment to increasing US energy
imports is a win-win for both economies.
The US benefits from a reliable export
market, while India diversifies its energy
sources. The pricing will be crucial though.
Despite progress in multiple areas, India
must be prepared for tough negotiations on

New Income Tax Bill: What's in it for taxpayers?

The Bill cleans up the language and structure of the 1961 Act but does not attempt any major changes in tax rates

trade. Trump’s transactional approach bl Jai entire Act from 5.1 lakh to 2.6 lakh, Two, lating dential e
means he will likely continue pushing for «Expiainer sections and clauses which have become income, return filings in special cases
greater market access while using tariffs as Aaratl Krishnan ubsfxlem becguar of the changing suchas foreign travel, re-ssessment ete
a bargaining chip. If talks do not proceed as Afkerth . . brusiness eavironment “z"‘“(‘ﬁ“’;:- such :‘s::'::‘ tweaked ';"d this could impact
planned, India must have a contingency announced under the new tax regime in benefits tax, wealth tax etc have been

strategy, whether through the recent 1, it was a bit deleted. Does the Bill ease compliance for
countermeasures or alternative trade unreasonable for people to expect Three, Court judgments and plugging taxpayers in any way?

partnerships. The Indo-US relationship is

further miracles from the new Income

of loopholes over the years had led to the

Not materially. On the contrary, the new

. . . i Tax Bill. But hope springs eternal, and old Act accumulating many provisos and Bill raises reporting requirements on
polsed for growth, but e el il beg expectati 10 have been built : ippended y clause, digital earnings, virtual digital assets etc
depend on how both nations navigate up that the review of Income Tax Act whiich hindered reading, The new Bill (this s due to the inclusion of the 2025
challenges in trade and economic policy. announced by the Finance Minister in has deleted 1,200 provisos and 900 Finance Bill) for the purposes of

her July Budget, will usher in further explanations, by incorparating them IT BILL. Simplifying the text arccemors calculation of tax.
wherever necessary into the tax It also grants greater powers to the

b v

reforms. The Bill cleans up the Iﬂm@

and sections 1o 536 from 819. A lot of

inputs. It also met with indusery, tax

. and structure of the 1961 Act but provisions. tax officials on seeking information,
POCKET RAVEANTH not attempt any major changes in tax This exercise has reduced the number The Tax Dep: invited onli hand sei perati d
rates. of chapters inthe pew Billto 23 from 47  suggestions and received over 20,900 levying penalties, which could raise the

compliance bar.

T What are the main differences information on tax rates, exemptions etc  filers, tax professionals and field level

- between the old and new income that lay people book for lave been officers. A committee of 150 officers Are there any changes in return
tax bills? presented in tables in the schedules from the Tax Department worked on filing etc?
The main intent of the new Bill isto which are easier to read. redrafting the old Act chapter by Given the major overhaul of the old
make the Income Tax Act more lucid, Besides, the new Bill introduces the chapter. This was vetted by the Law Income Tax Act, and the reordering and
concise and easy 1o understand. To concept of “tax year” instead of Ministry before the final Bill was tabled renumbering of its sections and chuses,

achieve this, the new Bill makes three

“previous year” and “assessment” year.
s 1 ¢l

in Lok Sabha.

itis likely that the entire set of return.

kinds of ¢ tocl ptheold have been filing forms will need 1o be replaced once
Income Tux Act of 1961, renumbered, making sections such as Have any tax rates or rules new Bill is enacted into law.

One, by shortening sentences, 80C or BICCD no longer relevant. with the new income tax But thankfully, the new Act is
mwmlqplzumdmuvinumuw Bill? o take effect only from Apeil 1,
tables where possible, the new Bill has How were these changes decided No, tax rates have not changed in the 2026, resulting in no immediate change
trimmed the number of words in the upon? new Bill. However, some of the rules fortax filers.

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your lestars by emal to bleditoriithehindu.can or by past to“Letters to the Edkor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kastur| Bulidings, 853860, Anna Salal, Chennal 600002,

A good i d dit ility process and evidence evakuation rupee, RBlar market?' (February 14).  of high eschange rate fluct.ations In
This refers to *Income TaxBit The Delhi High Court's nding Strergthening transparency by Since India consistently facesatrade this contest, its strategy of
from comglexity to danty” preseresan oppartunity for the publshing clear procedures and deheit, FP1, FE, and FDI flows playa accumulating forex reserves appears

deckions wil further renforce

prudent

(February 14) From the
taxpayers’ perspective, the new
¥rcome Tax Billis clear, candise,
and easyto understand.
Hopefullythis will ako help in
cakculating incame taxliabilty and

NFRA ta strengthen &3 reguatory
framework by ensuringa clear

major role in determiningthe
rupee-dalar rate. However, the
aurent downward trend in the

Unless India becames an export
powerhouse, currency valatilky &
bound ta persiz. Moreaver,
excessive interventian could lead to
Incia being labelied a forex

accountabiliy. These reforms wil
rotanky alg (s functioning
wizh global best practices but also rupee (s primarty due tothe US
fortfy its rale n ensuring high pawsing rage cuts and rising band
auditing standards, investar yeids

P L
and adudicative functions.

This dision |s crudial to meigating
pocential bias, enhancing credibiity,

filng the retum without and impraving decision qualty protection, and francal integrity in The proposed US tarff hikes are manipuator, as seen during
coradting p this separation india ety to further aggravate the Presidert Trump's previous term. AL
The newBill should have a effectively, the NFRA should Amarjeet Kumar situation by impacting Indlan this juncture, easing regulations ta
"Punishment includes making a mechanism for mutial resalution Introduce structured adjudication [ — epoets, thereby increasing thetrade  promote farex inflows remains the
¥ . of dsputes to avoid Ieigation guidelines, a peer revew deheit crly viatie optian for policymakers.
defaulter read it all. Y6 Chouksey mechanism, and capacky- building Rupee The RIS role has rgely been Seintvasan Velamur
e Inkiaties to train persannel in due This refers to What moves the reactive, intervening uring periock. Cwerws
u. 4. V.20, X VI TTC el v, Vo Ragar, G, M M. ryremy— svan .
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Pragmatic deal-making

PM'’s meet with Trump raises hopes of
amuch-needed bilateral trade agreement

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Moxdi is the fourth leader to visit the

US following President Donald Trump's inauguration, which is

xdhcﬁwaﬁhehnpnmnneomnlmﬂa USpamnhlpaMmuu;

for this relationship, While Modi has devel
amongpenoml chmdmywkh‘l‘mmp— ashealso had with former Pres-
ident Joseph Biden — havlngvhned lhe USIn 2017and 2019 inthe latter's
firstterm,h ld h dealing witha different leader
who is moving the US Inlnahlghlydlmxpﬂveandunpmdlctﬂbltmrﬂmry
Barely hours before their one-on-one meeting in the White House, Trump
ordered his ad iprocal tariffs on trad-
h'lgpaﬂnmhmdaibyhdhmmbahnmlndzmhtlomlndwdlmbno(
gxntufaimulleconddcmndhu hrlﬂ'kk(mdan abmerofunpom'
iffson

ol 39% as aplmt the US’ 59, and 70% tariffs on US mo(arcydts while
America charges 2.4%. This lack of reciprocity is considered unfairand
re:pamlblc forIndia's traduurplus wllh lhe Us.

Trump's tariffbluster Modi’ :vleThe trans-
actional US Presids phasised theimp f Indiai g its pro-
4 ksl " 5 denergy Yios of oil
and gas to reduce its persistent trade mrplul with lhe US.The pragmalic
deal-makingon India’s partin thi

Both leaders launched a new Inllladve, Us- Indh COMPACI' (CAl.alyslng
Oppor(unmes for Mlllury Par and Tech

nology), Kovpillarsof s The
US is already one of the Izading wpplleu of d:fmce equ.lpmem llkz heli-

copters,

‘military
Both leadenannounmdphmmngnanew 10 yur(mnevmfkﬁuﬂhe us-
India d p " 5 fUS-India
1RUST("‘ forming the Rel. p Utilising Strategic Technology) to

y SR T gingtechnologl Hlueanl-
fictal intelligence, icond telecom,

Toreflect the aspiration of COMPACT, both India and the US resolved to
deepen the bilateral trade relationship in the direction of greater fairness.
The US is now India’s largest trading partner but more needs to be done to
remove impediments for a new phase of trade cooperation to double bilat-
eral trade to $500 billion by 2030.Amutually beneficial, multi-sector bilat -
eral trade agreement is to be negotiated by autumn this year. It bears men-
tion that such a deal was also attempted in Trump 1.0 but did not make
ptogm:.Tmmp 20, howcver is different as the US President is hastening

h rec | iﬂ:fmmmfalmn.ﬂﬂsmhlls
theUS itstariffs hindia’sorindial of
the US.Allhough the Union Budget for 2025- zspmempdvdy announced
the reduction inimport duties for electronics, textiles, and high-end motor-
cycles, India's higher relative tariff rates face the rl.skof reciprocal tariffs. The
rlskuu mademu:h Iow:rby vg abilateral
ig) g dictable Trump 2.4 Ohaﬂuownchallenga
~likedeal hthe dey ..Hnmnﬂl]ml' di ~US-India
ties will continue to broaden and deepen This process is also coterminous
with the growing profileof the 5.4 million-strong Indian diaspora in the US
that gthens the bond b

the

Transformative milestone
for taxation in India

THE GOVERNMENT HAS been relentlessly on its ambitious Viksit Bharat
vision, aiming to transform India into a fully developed and self-reliant nation by
1047 Budget 2025 has rightly plx:d llgnlﬂanl taxation reforms at (he forefront
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Secondly, the definition of “resident” has been made more preclu“and unam-
biguous, the

scattered provisions Rhud to salary Inmme havzhun mnmlldaled, simplifying

P ar

iyt e pvesming depmeciation,
particularly the calculation of "actual cost”,
have also been streamlined and made more
palmad. Thisis amher area where much of

h Fourthly,
clear delineation of the assessment process
has demystified complex limitation provi-

shons in the current Act. Lastly, consolidation
RAV' KUMAR s of tax deducted at source (TDS) provisions
JA“N DALAL and rate rationalisation, thresholds which
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KEY HIGHLIGHT of the
FY26 Budget isa major tax

relief: salaried individuals RAJIV KUMAR

earning up to ¥12.75 lakh

annually will be exempt ABHISHEK JHA
from This bold
boost domestic demand and P h and fullow at the Pahid
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi

These are children of very ordinary families,
and they are lured by big dreams and
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promises. That is why we must fight against the

ﬂ . whole human trafficking ecosystem

® RELIEF VS BURDEN
HIGH EXEMPTION LIMITS PUSHING GOVT TO RELY ON INDIRECT TAXES WHICH BURDEN LOWER-INCOME GROUPS

An inequitable tax structure

pownllaﬂy accelerating private invest-
ment ina ume[y manner, as the Eco-
nomic

or refined sugar packet (€25 for half kg)
~ personal income taxes tell a different

s like Brazil (79) and Vietnam
20%). This shows that a broader tax

per annum is 10.6 times the per capita
private consumption expenditure — an

byar;y standard, B

India’ lacks
the progressivity seen elsewhere. While
the highest tax slab isn't detailed, the

nature. Countries like Ch'[na? South
Africa, the UK, and France apply mar-
ginal tax rates of 45%, ensuring higher

isonthe culp ofa tlslng cycle. story. Taking central and state govern- base is achievable even in -
However, this tax relief raises con- ment tax receipts together, direct taxes with similar income levels. The dispar- enue and promoting soclal equity (with

o bout g Direct account foronly 40% of the total. ity will become starker with the new the education and one other cess that

taxes arevital for fiscal health,andsuch  This Is surely a regressive tax reg|me, exemption limit,as only 1.5 crore peo- | are levied, the highest tax slab in India

leniency may strain revenue mobilisa- which has only P pleare exp to pay PITin FY26. also goes up to around 34%).

tion. With FY26 capital expenditure  overthe last five years. % P The key takeaway is that India's tax

growing only 196 and fiscal deficit tar- 1ol nal i (P1m), tax and is with g

gets tightening (4.4% in FY26,down 8.1 crore e income tax returns (ITRy)were | its implications leading base.

from 4.8%), coupled with truncating  filed in FY24,a mere 6% of our total pop- India'sdirect "'-" ttax

thedebt-to-GDP ratioto 509 by March

ulation. Assuming there is only one tax-

2031, the government may adopta con- p:yingnnmbulnuchfamny which of
to public only 300 of

| g hold, the PITnet.
and development goals critical for Out of the ITRs filed in FY24, 4.9
India’s Viksit Bharat vision by 2047, crore had zero tax liability. Thus 55%in
FY24and upto 65% of current tax filers

How many Indians pay donot payany PIT. This implies that anly
direct taxes? 3.11 crore individuals filed non-zero tax
India’s direct tax landscape reveals a ITR. Thus, approximately 206 of India's

narrow base. While indirect taxes such
as the goods and services tax (GST)

18% GST on essentials like a €5 biscuit

WHERE INDIA STANDS
Country Minimum | Tax

‘ taxslab .p:n

® minimum

taxslab

Brazil 03,934 0%
China | 05,000 3%
SouthAfrica 012,791 18%
indonesia | 03678 | 5% |
Vietnam 02,580 5%
India | 013837 0%

143-crore population pays any income
tax. This contrasts sharply with coun-
tries like the US (44% of |

paradox: it offers a tax exemption limit
that is 500% of its per capita income, far
peercountries like Brazil, Viet-
nam, China, and Indonesia, where this
ratio is below 100%. This mnnn large
portion of India’s pop below

collection, p\uhlng the government to
rely on indirect taxes which dispropor-
tionately burden lower-income groups.
While India’s combined central and
state tax-to-GDP ﬂtlo is around 19%,
which is

the taxable thmlhold,llwwmlngﬂle

leniency that is rare on a global scale.
The disparity deepens when the

exemption limit is compared to the per

diture, which is about 606 ollherpu
A

income tax), the UK fover 509%),and even

that a salarled income of €12.75 lakh

nuai:t Per capita final r-q:h sd_ mn
expenditure at average tax mm highest slab
terms () i limit
2022,in $)
10295 6870 261 79% 275%
12600 5700 2521 800% 4%
13640 5500 1071 11.00% 45%
877 | 2700 | 131 | Approx10% | 35%
4300 2500 151 Atleast 20% 35%
2770 1830 021 % 3u%t
ies of * inchading education and hesith cess

the ratio of tax exempnun (u per capita
income is not.

Wealthy farmers and large agricul-
ture landlords continue to remain
exempt from income tax, an issue that
remains unresolved for over four
decades. Bringing them into the tax
net, along with higher tax rates for the
wealthy — as seen in countries like
China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and South
Africa — could ease the undue burden
on the salaried middle class. This group
contributes the bulk of direct taxes but
seldom benefits from public services
like schools and hospitals. Improving
the quality of these services would
encourage middle-class usage, reduc-
ing their reliance on expensive private
alternatives and providing much-
needed financial relief. India’s excep-
tionally high tax exemption limit,
combined with a low percentage of
taxpayers and a modest top tax rate,
creates a regressive tax structure that
places a disproportionate burden on
indirect taxes.

At last, accessibility for all

SCjudgment is anticipated to instigate a substantial
revision of the accessibility mandate for persons with

SHASHANK PANDEY

Lawyer and founder of Politics and Disability Forum

disabilities as well as other demographic groups

IN NOVEMBER 2024, a Supreme Court
(SC) bench led by former Chief [ustice of

and

andupmo&sdtﬁadm,llflmper-

India DYCh JBPar-
dlwalz and Manoj Mishra delivered an

can
be in the form of bullt-in environment,

modmaum and adjustments in a“spe-
cific case” to allow a disabled person to
enjoy equal rights. The SC has given the

aumndamryardimnvymscdm

sion,and henceall the guMdmthtam
notified giving effect to the accessibility

from past guclka This proactive approach to clarifying potential amblguiﬂa is
praisewort
This Bill represents a significant and positive step towards a more eﬁecttv: and

build s

/and fairness. While the Billis
its provisions and amplify its pmmw Impan:L Incorporating the Budget announ-
cement of ap:ndun of the safe harbour reglme and expediting dispute vuoluﬂon

1. Furthersimy gTDS p P
id. Hnally to
ful)yrullleﬂ! FM‘lvHonuf'wu’"nnH
made in this direction with TDS tax

lal. The
collected at source provisions can serve as a model for expanding the approach to
otherareas of the Bill, ulﬂmamymdngauulyfalr efficient,and just taxsystem.
TheFM

uponwhich .

ing C
thomngh hcdback process, inmrpuntlng Inpul from industry experts, tax profes-
sionals, and the public before the Bill's proposed implementation on April 1,2026.
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from the publl 1
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tation, laying a strong foundation for a tax system that fosters compliance and pro-
d

fIndia.The systems, and right under 't be directory
d begy 2005 v freedom,and tiation by that asitwill
cating accessibility for visually impaired ~ human dignity. related to groups, meaning lhanheduty Thillllbﬂﬁlamuallnnblhhnun
but it has sk TheSC ts, including private bodies, now have to
P is not toPwDsbut  duty. isrela-  complywith "
of accenlblllty In Iu ruling, the SC  hasbe asauni | design ted and pmvklingrm lines that will be delineated by the central
that products, services, and environ- bl based on an existing set of
will have P for peop enfow:nble from the mo- guldellnu oradditions to them, within
gardless of ability, age,and with an The order
transport, health, and social services, mov- Atwo-pronged app All blish needs it in a il prog;
ing W the persons . roachof: libe tiow have to gtven llmanm {workplace, pocr Aenum d
ng are long: and
vulnerable communities. ity in existing establish- comply withthe  ¢jon will help determine  cannot be a substitute for the basic man-
o » ments (publicand private)  basie ibility qual-  date,which is the legislative intent of the
g of idelines that will 1ed RPWDAct.
aeeenibm asaright ctures, Le. new infrastruc- sonable dati Thejudg anticipated toinstig-
v i ceptofacc- Thecte.  bedelineated by  JUE '
mlbllltyuafxmnhal P in- g was imp the Centre bﬂlﬂelforfallmmplvﬂde ity mandate for PwDs as well as other de-
equalities as it mnm-alns meapamyo{ in allowing better gover- either of them, mographic groups, including the elderly,
PwDstop life.  nanceof i gt children, and other vulnerable sections,
This often leads to a reliance onothers,  datein existingand fu ducts, ser- The current framework on accessibility
limiting their autonomy and vices, or Section 400(' the KPwDAn provides has functioned as a dlne(lnty,wim com-
ties for self-determination, ‘l'hul,lhe sC " that the Centre les for
Diffe g groups the standard of accessibility for the phy| adversarial mmnon However, the SC's
PwDs are not Intra- P asa fun-
wurt.Anlde?ulthe United Nations Con- and inter-disability requ- mation,and "‘- - right, t
Disabil- ire different degrees of sibilis 1 have been notified  accommodation, elucidates the scope of
ities also ablptu State parties to  Thi P undu Rule 15 of the Rights of Persons  obligations imﬁled on governing and
P gl Rules, 2017,by 17 min- private bodies. eCenlre Is now man-
thatcan't P affairs, dated t ofa
other forms of fundamental rights. For  of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, home, sports, culture, ports,etc.Apointof  baseline of non- nq;othhle accessibility
instance, 2018, om- was whether the guidelines  standards for all establishments.
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Room for more

The new Income Tax Bill is in tune with
the latest technology encompassing
our commerce and industry and
removes the redundant provisions

of the existing Act. The old structure,
pnncolem ion basis,

and

sectors such as manufacturing and
exports. It also lacked courage in
terms of promoting wealth creation
by the industry and setting up of
manufacturing bases in remote areas.

In the most chall and
competitive !m:rgl'o‘gdty the new
ponded

have been Iameéy retained. However,
the new law has obviously missed an

nr:;wumo;ionfouml important

income tax law has not res,
as Our and
industry expects more dynamism and
bold initiatives in the income tax laws,
and more remains to be done.
~Vinod Johri, Delhi

Nuclear power aims

Apropos of "Nuclear boon" (FE,
February 14), the Budget is optimistic
about bringing up a nuclear energy
mission with a target of generating
100 gigawatt of nuclear energy. With
global alliances and private
participation, nuclear energy can be
boosted by bringing more private
companies with the support to
develop infrastructure, However,
nuclear accidents, hazardous

radioactive waste, and negative
environmental impacts can deter the
mission, Private players are upbeat
about dcveloplng mlu and wind
energy projects with govemment
support, but not nuclear ones. While
big players who could withstand the
gestation cost can carry it forward,
the road ahead must include

ment initiatives too.
~NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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Love the giver more than the gift
Brigham Young
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Suleman’s phone
call has exposed
protocols again

ave the police bungled once again in the handling of notori-

ous criminal and alleged land grabber Suleman Siddique?

Barely two months after the gaffe that saw Suleman escape

from the Ribandar lockup with a constable in tow, he now

gets the freedom to make phone calls to journalists from
the Colvale jail, a prison equally notorious for smuggling narcotics,
phones, etc inside. In the recent case, Suleman dials from the prison
and narrates that the second video he released earlier was fake.

He speaks about torture and an attempt to eliminate him.

One of the most disturbing aspects of this case is the amount of lib-
erty that Suleman enjoys while in custody, even after his re-arrest fol-
lowing the great escape that left the police humiliated. Despite being
a suspect in several serious crimes, including land grabbing and es-
cape from prison, Suleman was allowed to speak to journalists from
within the jail.

Now here is the tricky part. Suleman claims that he did not use
a cellphone, but used a phone inside the prison. The police claim

that they recovered Suleman's mobile

This Suleman Siddique  phone after one of his calls. And voila --
mm:’;m’:m the phone number Suleman used to call

journalists, is still actively ringing. This is
for effective Md“'d mind-boggling.

mm We understand that Suleman cannot
enforcement be trusted, but can the police's claim be

relied upon? The facts don't add up. Sule-

man claims that his second video was re-
corded at gunpoint and that the police had orchestrated his escape to
divert attention from a job scam, both of which have been widely dis-
puted by the police, Against this background, how does one swallow
the fact that Suleman gets liberties to speak his mind while in custody
and police fail to take adequate measures to prevent him from mak-
ing contact with the outside world?

The fact that Suleman was able to speak to journalists and make
calls to the media while in custody raises questions about the police's
protocols for dealing with criminals, This is particularly disturbing
given the nature of Suleman’s crimes, which include land grabbing,
murder and the recent escape from prison. One expected police to
tighten vigil around him, especially after the escape.

Furthermore, the response to the developments has been inade-
quate. The police, including the jail superintendent, have not con-
vincingly explained how Suleman had access to a phone, or how he
was allowed a conversation while at court. Dismissing allegations
made by Suleman because he is a criminal is fine, but that should not
stop the police from at least covertly looking at some of the serious
allegations involving politicians. This attitude is unbecoming of a law
enforcement agency and could damage public trust,

This Suleman Siddique episode is a stark reminder of the need for
effective policing and the importance of accountability in law enforce-
ment. The police must not only protect the public and prevent crimes,
they must also set high dards of professionalism and integrity.
The developments in this case demonstrate that the Goa police still
have much to learn when it comes to handling high-profile cases and
dealing with suspects like Suleman,

OPEN SPACE »» E

Goa govt can’t impose

development projects

M Pramod Sawant crit- - 4 W

icised Mayem locals for S -

opposing the proposed ' B ¥
law college, calling it a human
tendency to resist change. He
stressed that politics should
not hinder village develop-
ment and that progress comes
through development.

However, the Goa government’s approach of imposing projects without con
sulting locals raises concerns, Why don't ministers start from the ground up,

ing with resid and their concerns if the project is genu-
inely beneficial? Governance should be “of the people, by the people, and for
the people.” The final say should rest with the locals, not just the ministers.
should any de be allowed, or should it be sustainable and

suitable for the area?

A major issue is the trust deficit between people and Goa's ministers, Ram-
pant environmental damage—hill cutting, deforestation, water body destruc-
tion, and pollution—often benefits big real estate firms. Projects like the huge
housing complexes highlight this destructive trend. Time and again, “develop-
ment” projects, including airports and educational institutions, seem like fronts
for real estate expansion. What guarantees that Mayem won't face the same
fate? Villagers' concems deserve to be heard before another project is forced

upon them.
ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

com/theg
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How media & law overreact

In the cacophony surrounding the controversy, the mainstream
media’s selective outrage has once again become evident

dhewriterisa
joumalist with
working experience
in print and digital
media

ADITI SURYAVANSHI

new wave of controversy domi-
A.naled the Indian media's atten-

ion after Podcaster Ranveer Al
lahbadia made a distasteful comment
on comedian Samay Raina's YouTube
show India's Got Latent. The now-delet
ed episode, sent shockwaves across the
internet, resulting in multiple legal no-
tices and FIRs lodged against Allahba-
dia, Raina and 30-40 other individuals
associated with the show,

Amid all the noise, US-based think
tank India Hate Lab (IHL) on Monday,
February 10, released a pressing report
on the surge in hate speeches targeting
religious minorities in India, specifical-
ly Muslims. The report named several
key political and far-right figures ranked
by the highest number of in-person hate
speeches they delivered in 2024.

The [HL report linked the sharp rise
in hate speech to the Bhartiya Jananta
Party’s (BJP) ideological goals and the
broader Hindu nationalist movement,
suggesting they increased by 74.4%,
from 668 in 2023 to 1,165 in 2024,

“On average, three hate speech events
were held per day. This marks a 74.4%
increase from 2023, when 668 such in-
cidents were recorded. 1,147 (98.5%)
speeches targeted Muslims—either ex-
plicitly (1,050) or alongside Christians
(97)~while 115 (9.9%) targeted Chris-
tians, either explicitly (18) or alongside
Muslims (97)," it stated,

However, despite its alarming find
ings, the report barely made a ripple in
the mainstream media—no outrage, no
headlines, and no national debate. This
stark silence raises serfous questions
about the priorities of both the press
and the legal system.

The controversy erupted when Allah
badia asked a contestant, “Would you
rather watch your parents have sex every
day for the rest of your life or join in once
to stop it forever?” The crude remark,
seemingly a centuries-old Reddit ‘joke’,
was considered so outrageous that a Par-
| y panel on Ink and
Technology (IT) is set to issue a formal
notice to the YouTuber, as per reports,

Despite issuing a public apology,
calling his comment “inappropriate,
unfunny, and a lapse in judgment,” the
outrage against Allahbadia only inten-
sified.

The incident became a nationwide
debate about what constitutes accept-
able humor, and whether comedians,

particularly those on social media
platforms, should be held accounta-
ble for their words.

So far, multiple FIRs and legal com-
plaints have been lodged in Maha-
rashtra, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, and
Madhya Pradesh.

Adding fuel to the fire, state lead
ers have also weighed in on the issue.
Ironically, Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma-who, as per the
THL report, delivered 36 hate speeches
in 2024, ordered the Guwahati Police
to register a case against Allahbadia
and the involved YouTubers,

The FIRinvokes Sections 79, 95, 294,
and 296 of the BNS 2023, along with
Section 67 of the IT Act, 2000, and pro
visions from the Cinematograph Act,
1952, and the Indecent Representation
of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986,

In response to the backlash, Raina
has removed all videos of India's Got
Latent from his YouTube channel, The
show, which reportedly garnered the
highest viewership of 40 million and
a minimum of 20 million, is no longer
available on the platform,

In the cacophony surrounding the
controversy, the mainstream media'’s
selective outrage has once again be
come evident,

While there is certainly a place for
accountability, one must ask: why is
this outrage so selective? Why is the
same level of scrutiny not applied to
political leaders who have made di-
visive and hate-filled that

troversy appears misplaced consid-
ering how common dark humor and
risqué jokes are common in India's
meme culture and are part of the so-
clal media fabric. In fact, millions of
Indians engage with dark humor dai-
ly, often consuming content that may
not always align with traditional sen
sibilities,

Even stand-up comedians, both on
YouTube and in live performances,
frequently use dark humor as part
of their act. So, should one isolated
comment by a popular YouTuber re-
ally warrant such a massive media
response, when millions of Indians
consume far more offensive content
online every day?

What makes the situation even
more bizarre is the fact that Ranveer
Allahbadia is not just any content
creator. Ironically, he was recognized

the government for his influence
in the digital space. In 2024, he was
awarded the ‘Disruptor of the Year'
title by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Bharat Mandapam,

Some of the ministers featured on
his YouTube channel ‘BeerBiceps’ in
clude BIP ministers such as Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, S Jaishankar, Smriti
Irani and Piyush Goyal.

According to a report by Newslaun
dry, Apar Gupta, the founding director
of Internet Freedom Foundation, re-
vealed that most of Allahbadia's inter-
views were “co-presented by MyGov",

endanger the social fabric of India?

In September 2023, BJP MLA Ma
hesh Kisanrao Landge, threatened to
repeat the Babri mosque demolition
and labeled Muslim localities in Pune
as “terrorist hubs," inciting commu-
nal tensions. A month later in October
2023, BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri made
crass remarks against Congress MP
Danish Ali, calling him a pimp, “Mul
lah Atankwadi® and “Katwa™ (circum
cised) in the Parliament,

Despite the divisive nature of such
rthetoric, media coverage remained
conspicuously muted on both the
matters. This inconsistency not only
highlights a double standard but also
underscores the need for a more bal
anced and fair media approach,

The media’s disproportionate re-
sponse to the India’s Got Latent con-

ag agency.

As per the 2023 report, Allahbadia
and his partner Viraj Sheth, CEO of
Monk Entertainment, revealed that
MyGov contacted them in May with
the idea of featuring key cabinet min-
isters, which led to the "co-presented
by MyGov" label. They also clarified
that they did not bid for the March 7,
2024 tender and received no payment
from the government, Sheth also men
tioned that they plan to invite non-BJP
politicians on their platform.

Given Allahbadia's close ties with
prominent political figures, his sud-
den vilification over a comedic remark
seems inconsistent with the recogni-
tion he has received. It's curious that
a content creator celebrated by the
government is now being painted as a
pariah for a single joke.

- FP)
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Valentine Day controversy
Valentine's Day—a day which is cele
brated every year on February 14-has
unfortunately become a hot potato in the
country due to some misguided elements
who perceive it as a day of sexual immo-
rality. The truth, however, is that it is a day
to honour and celebrate the martyrdom of
a Roman Catholic priest, Valentine, in the
third century for defying the orders of the
Roman Emperor Claudius Il, who prohib-
ited men from marrying to enable them to
perform better in the army.

Valentine, on the contrary, secretly mar-
ried men for several years to keep them
away from sinful lifestyles until he was
arrested, imprisoned, and later executed
for failing to recant. It is for such noble
deeds and martyrdom that Valentine is
honoured as St Valentine, and the day,
February 14, is celebrated all over the
world as Valentine's Day.

AF NAZARETH, Alto Porvorim

Following Google Maps
blindly can cause accidents

Atruck carrying medicines from Goa to
Chennai reportedly got stuck in a ditch
near a ralway gate in the forest near Lon-
da on Thursday, after the driver claimed
he was misled by Google Maps on his
mobile phone.

They are generally accurate but its accura
cy can be affected by several factors such
as obstructions like buildings and other
structures, weather, interference, and the
number of satellites. Location accuracy
can be low due to weak Global Position-
ing System (GPS) or Wi-Fi signals, In some
cases they may provide inaccurate or out-
dated directions due to changes in road
layouts or traffic conditions,

Following GPS blindty while driving is

not advisable. They may not show un-
manned raitway crossings or roads closed

Sarzora locals say big ‘no’ to railway station

The people of Neura and Sarzora strongly oppose the proposed
Konkan Railway station by the Goa government and railway au-
thorities. With Kamali station nearby, why is another needed in
Neura? For years, Sarzora residents have demanded a flyover at
the railway crossing, but authorities have ignored them. The vil-
lage is surrounded by greenery. A new railway station will destroy
water bodies and fields, bringing harm to the village.

Villagers fear that under the guise of development, the govern
ment is planning land acquisition and a coal hub. Outsiders will
disrupt the peace, and real estate developers will take over Goan
land. Goa's environment is already suffering due to unchecked
development, causing water shortages, deforestation, and
destruction of hills and fields. Chandor residents are already
struggling with increased crime, land acquisition, and pollution
due to the railway. Stop building unnecessary railway stations in
Goa and focus on maintaining the existing ones, Development
should not come at the cost of our land and environment.
RONNIE D'SOUZA, Chandor

for various reasons which can lead to
accidents. On the flip side GPS can be
blamed for breaking traffic rules. There
was an instance in Goa when a tourist
was caught driving the car on the beach,
The driver said that he was led to the
beach by Google Maps, It is prudent for
the matorists to verify the route manually,
especially while travelling on unfamil-
iar roads, as blind reliance on GPS can
sometimes lead to major inconvenience
and even accidents,

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

Difficulties from
typing training

The Directorate of Official Language has
reportedly started Devanagari typing
training for government employees in
Goa to implement the Official Language
Act, 1987, However, the Pramod Sawant-
led BJP govemment is well aware that

the Christian community in Goa predom-
inantly uses the Roman script in daily
life—from church services and newspa
pers to digital communication. Despite
this, the government is pushing Devana-
gari training in all departments.

The real intention appears to be twofold,
First, it indirectly promotes Marathi under
the guise of enforcing the Official Lan-
guage Act, Second, it places an unneces-
sary burden on the Christian community,
forcing them to use Devanagari in govemn-
ment offices instead of their preferred Ro-
man script. This could discourage them
from applying for government jobs.

The Christian community must recog-
nise this move as an attempt to make
their professional lives difficult and limit
their presence in government jobs. Such
exercises only serve to further a divisive
agenda in Goa.

lt'llv FERNANDES, Saligao

New business model?

Despite being a developed nation, the
U.S. has high crime rates and overcrowd-
ed prisons, leaving its administration
struggling for solutions. El Salvador has
offered an unusual altemative—one that
America has praised but its own citizens
question,

Recently, El Savador's President Nayib
Bukele met US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and proposed a deal: the U.S,
could send prisoners to El Salvador in
exchange for financial compensation,
Bukele assured that his country would
“property” handle them, The US promptly
accepted, making this the first instance
of outsourcing prisoners.

El Salvador has a massive prison with
40,000 capacity but is notorious for
harsh conditions. Human rights groups
have condemned the move. Could this be
the beginning of a new business model?
DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR, Mumbai
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LAME it on Centre's dith-

ering or intransigent stand
taken by the warring factions
of Meiteis in plains and Kuki-
Zos in hilly areas, the north-
eastern hill state of Manipur,
which has been strife-tom,
has come un-der the Presi-
dent’s Rule to avert a consti-
tutional crisis after Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh stepped
down. The last time the State
was under the President’s Rule
was for a period of 277 days
beginning June 2, 2001

The BIP national leader-ship
could not zero in on the CM
candidate immediately after
Biren Singh's exit 50 a to con-
vene the as-sembly within the
constitutionally allowed mad-
mum period of six months. Ar-
ticke 174(1) of the Consti-tution
says that state Assemblies have
to be convened no later than six
months after their last sitting,
which in the case of Manipur,
was on August 12, 2024 As a
result, even the all-impoetant
Budget ses-sion now stands

That this is the 11th tine the

State has been put under the Due to § handling of
Central rube points historical i the crisis that out since
ritants that have time and again ~ May 2023, more than 200

erupted in conflagrations ne-
cessitating Centres direct rule,

people lost their lives and
over 60,000 people had to

leave Jock, stock and barrel
for safety. Even deployment of
paramilitary forces, and even
the Army, coukd not quell
the situation, with battle lines
dearly drawn in the bitterly
polarised socicty of Manipur.
There have been umpieen
alls by opposition and hu-
man rights and civil societies
for Centre's (read PM) inter-
vention, but to no avail, As a
result, an exasperated Conrad
Sangma’s  National People’s
Party, which has 7 MLAs
withdrew support from the
govemnment. Though the BIP
govemnment faced no threat,
enjoying a simple majority
of 32 in a house of 60 MLAs,
dissidence and discontent was.

simmering among the party
MLAs over Biren Singh's style
of functioning. Adding to i,
the Congress party threat-
ened a no-confidence motion.
Amidst, the surfacing of audio
tapes pur-portedly of Biren
Singh instigating Meiteis not
1o lie bow but to retaliate com-
pounded the crisis.

Now, the question upper-
most on the minds of people in
Manipur is what could be done
during the time the Assembly
is in suspended animation, as
there are no signs yet of any
thaw the internecine Meitel-
Kuki ties. There is a deepen-
ing of chasm between the two,
as the central and the state
mediators fail to precipitate a

Nothing justifies delay to bring peace in Manipur

dialogue. Simultancously, law
or order bhas 10 be restored by
disarming, and  disbanding,
militias on both sides.
With the Centre seen 1o be
buying time or not much con-
, the BIP faced a sense
of alienation among the mass-
@ in both the warring camps,
with the result that it lost both
the two MP seats in last gen-
eral dection to the Congress
party. It should be not surpris-
ing if observers or people dse-
where in the country suspect
abdication of responsibility
by the Central government as
well s the BIP top brass.
Now, it is clear that it
requires no less than the
strength and resolve of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi him-
sdf 1o help stabilise the inter-
nal dtuation n so sensitive a
border state. He must lead the
initiative. It s also incumbent
on the BJP to choose a keader
with right vibes and politi-
cal acumen - onc who can
reach out to the aggrieved
for reconciliation and stay
penuindy interested in bring-
ing the situation to normalcy.
Confidence-building  meas-
ures have to kick off in right
eamnest, right after the PM
returns from abroad. Looting
of thousands of weapons from
police in the past and a fresh
bout of insurgency in the state
bordering a crisis-ridden My-
anmar warrants this.

USAid funding freeze
puts HIV prevention
atrisk, warns UNAIDS

The HIV gobal response is heanily

FROM TEST MATCH TO T20:
OLITICS LOST DEPTH

"HOWP

funds from the US President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR); it finances 70 per cent of the
overall AIDS response. Since its creation in 2003, |
PEPFAR has saved more than 26 million Iives by |
investing in critical HIV prevention, treatment, care
and n 53

What if leaders do not act ‘
boldly on HIV, now ?

New HIV infections will be higher in
2030, more than they are today, far
from the target of 200 000.

HE US pause In foreign assistance funding has
created “confusion” in the vital work of community
HIV prevention, despite a waiver issued for HIV/AIDS
programmes, the UN agency to combat the still deadly
discase said on Friday,
wabver allows dut tmllmﬂlon or mmpuon of

BOLD

hen some
astrologers
| predicted that 2025

would witnes significant
political turmoil and that, in
the next four to five years,
countries inchuding the US
would experience economic
downturns, many dismissed
these as general forecasts.
“They suggested that following
the path of dharma could
mitigate such crises.

However, looking at current

| gobal developments and the

volatility in the Indian stock
market - largely influenced
by the Trump administration’s
policies and the behavior of

| opposition parties in India

= these predictions seem to
carry some weight.
Indian politics is

“life-saving Iy HV |
treatment. That means 20 million people living with HIV
and whose medication is funded by the US can continue
10 receive treatment. “That’s 20 million out of the 30 mil-
lion people living with HIV in the world!” said Chris-
tine Stegling, Deputy Executive Director of UNAIDS, at
scheduled press bricfing in Geneva,

Although it is expected that governments around the
world will respond to the US announcement by support-
ing existing medication plans, “what we're really con-
cerned about s that.. governments will focus right now
on keeping people on treatment rather than preventing
new infections” she explained. The HIV global response
is heavily dependent on funds from the US President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR); it finances
70 per cent of the overall AIDS response.

Since its creation in 2003, PEPFAR has saved more
than 26 million lives by investing in critical HIV pre-
vention, treatment, care and support programmes in 55
countries, according to UNAIDS. Nevertheless, “there is
a lot of confusion on the ground fally at the com-
munity level on how the waiver will be implemented’,
Ms. Stegling reported, pointing to disruption of treat-
ment services. Transport services and community heakh
workers are also still impacted by the US funding pause,
according to UNAIDS,

l)mp%n health centres at risk
-~ which works with 70 countries - high-
; that the pause in US assistance to community ;
mxmu would lead to the dosure of many drop-in
h centres and the termination of outreach workers'
contracts, effectively depriving vulnerable groups of sup-
port.
The bi i ion will be to community health
services namcmumm.m":.yam
t against HIV, according to UNAIDS. In Ethiopia,
f!::» public heakth warker :zmnmdqmdon US assis-
tance. “All of these, in all regions of Ethiopia, have been
terminated, as well as 10,000 data clerks, very important
in Ethiopia’ added Ms, Stegling.

Key services cut
‘lhwmdldlmvuuh-mmym‘m and pri-
ority populations at higher risk of sexually transmitted
infections - will no longer be able to access critical ser-
vices, such as condom distribution, IIIV qun;. antiret
| prop for HIV
for tub

uwoﬂ toad-

dnugeudﬂ -based violence,
UNAIDS is most concerned about the long-term im-
pact of the US funding freeze on prevention of new HIV

negativity, with national

| parties showing growing

intolerance. Regional parties,
100, often refuse to honor the
people’s mandate, Despite
knowing the importance

of values in politics, young
leaders like Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
fed constrained by a system
where idealism struggles to

| survive in the face of cutthroat

candid confession, Revanth
Reddy recently admitted
that past leaders such as

| former Prime Minister PV

Narasimha Rao, Dr Chenna
Reddy, Jaipal Reddy, and N
T Rama Rao uphdd different
standards of commitment.
He reminisced about past

| Assembly debates, rich in

content and satire, contrasting
them with today's discussions,
which focus more on personal
attacks and abusive language
rather than substantive

content.

Heacknowledged fecling
disheartened by this shift,
comparing old politics to

| atest match and modern

politics to a T20 game. Despite
his personal reservations,

he admitted to following

the same path to remain
competitive. He rightly
emphasised the need for
individuals with strong values
1o enter politics and reform
the system.

Value-Based Politics
On A Steady Descent
While all parties need
introspection, the Congress
party, which prides itself on
a legacy of sacrifices, should
lead the way in value-based

m-muuwmmumnmnnmummm
mm-qumnuommm,mmmummw
stance

”RMM

constructively. The party
appears fixated on glorifying
the sacrifices of its leaders,
ignoring the contributions of
others in Indias history. For
them, everything starts with
Nehru and ends with Rahul
Gandhi

Congress-ruled states like
Karnataka and Tdangana are
also trapped in this misplaced
narrative. Until now, Revanth
Reddy maintained an
intelligent stance by criticising
the central government’s
policies while ensuring
cordial relations with it for
administrative cooperation.
However, ina recent
outburst, he attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
caste grounds, alleging that
Mo was not an “
Backward Class (BC) leader
but was legally rechissified as
one after becoming Gujarat's
Chief Minister. He daimed
that Rabul Gandhi would
compel Modi to implement a

caste census.

Can Rahul Deliver
On His Promises?
The question remains: Can

mum,mmmm MM'NM
Minister Narendra Modi on caste grounds. When will they honour the people’s mandate
and abstain from needless remarks on religion?

in Uttar Pradesh, lamenting
that while the accused were
free, the victims were under
virtual house arrest. His
concern was valid to an
extent. However, his argument
lost credibility when he stated,
“Where is it written in the
Constitution that accused

can walk free? It is not in the
Constitution; it s in your
Manusmriti” Soch remarks
only deepen societal divisions
and alienate Hindu voters,

Just days ago, DMK MP
Dayanidhi Maran objected
to Sanskrit trandations in the
Lok Sabha, calling it a waste
of public funds. Ironically,
his name, Dayanidhi, means
“treasure house of mercy” and
is one of Lord Krishnas 108
names, Instead of questioning
the minimal costs of Sanskrit
trandations, he should have
raised concerns over the
taxpayer money wasted in
pardiamentary disruptions and
personal attacks.

Similardy, Tamil Nadu
Deputy CM Udhayanidhi
Stalin, known for
controversial remarks
against Sanatana Dharma,

praised the UP government’s
arrangements for the Maha
Kumbh after taking a dip in
the Ganga with his family.
However, just days later, he
attempted to divide people
by advocating for a North
Kumbh and a South Kumbh,
urging Kannadigas to attend
the Mysuru Kumbh instead of
Prayagraj. Promoting reglonal
religious events Is acceptable,
but drawing unnecessary
compurisons with the historic
Maha Kumbh, which has seen
afootfall of 44 crore devotees
so far, is mideading.

The Mysuru Kumbh,
beld every three years at the
confluence of Kaveri, Kapila,
and the mythical Spatika
Sarovara, is undoubtedly
significant. However,
comparing its turnout of
afew lakhs to the 4 crore
at Prayagraj is unjustified,
Congress leaders, while
criticising the tragic stampede
at Prayagraj, should have akso
acknowledged the massive
logistical effort behind such a
grand event and its economic
benefits, Instead, Congress
president Mallikarjun

LETTERS

Double down on Manipur peace efforts

PROCRASﬂNATION is an evil trait in a person or in a

group that leads to “do nothing * mindset even on sen-

sitive issues. It is hilt of the government insensitivity (not

on PMI pﬂomy) that Iook 21 momhs post 300 ldlln'.
ds and the

ento impose l'mhlﬂl‘- Ruke as a law-and-order menun
Manipur is a sensitive N-E sensitive state and remains in
conscious ignorance state. Strife-ridden Manipur needs
respectful compromise between the two warring Kuki Zo
and Meitel communities. The challenge for the Governor
is to swiftly create unshakable trust from deep trust deficit

among them for sustainable peace and humm
Buddha Jagdish Rao, hapatnam
LAl

IT is & matter of great relief, belated though, that Presi-
dent’s Rule has been imposed in the state of Ma-nipur.
‘The then CM Biren Singh, the two Governors before Ajay
Kumar and the Centre are all to blame for their
mishandling of the Manipur situation. At the best of times,
any state in the north-east presents a challenge for the gov-
ernment in power, owing 1o the crisscross currents of reli-
glon, ethnicity and historical legacy that are always at play,
Manipur’s geographical proximity with an unstable Myan-
mar could give any government a run for its money, Biren
Singh's belated departure will definitely create a “neutral”®
atmosphere in the state, as hailing from the Meitei commu-
nity, be was seen to be pro-Meitei and anti-Kuki Zo.
Avinash Godboley, Dewas (MP)
e

HOUGH Biren Singh's tenure as the CM of Manipur

is characterised by both political successes and ethnic
turmoil, the violence that erupted in May in 2023 result-
h‘ in many Iw of lives and displacement of lhounnds

is deeply di g The of ethnic h

between Meiteis and Kukis having deep historical roots has
put the brakes on the smooth functioning of administra-
tion. The President’s Rule decision also serves as a broader
message IM BjP pﬂovlhu mH.lIly over individual lead-
ership,

K Rsmmmun. Secunderabad

e
HE Centre deliberately delayed the tion of the
President’s rule due 10 political ¢ sions.  How-

ever, the state government's inability to deal with the situa-
thon was evident from day one when the Kukis and Meiteis
clashed and Killed one another. The internal and external
to either of these two groups, notwithstanding, the

ure of local intelligence outfits in gauging the situation
mvhlhk As such, the President rule was long overdue.
“The politician is always the culprit in such situations and
Manipur’s is no exception. More importantly, the Centre
did not evince keen interest in resolving the issue and de-

layed decisions.
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Oppn's appeasement mentality persists
UB: Editorkal - Issues to the fore as debates turn intense
(Feb. 14). Leader d()mluon Mallikarjun Kharge was

-nmuumy ferous and labelled the report as a “Farji

report” despite six months of deliberations with members of
lhcomkkm in the JPC; and the dissent notes being allowed
in the report. The attitude and body language of Kharge was
akin to one who is in sy of exclusive Muslim cause
standing for the Waqf bill that became an unbridled power
unto itself to claim any kand as its own with nobody either to
question or challenge. The walkout by the Opposition totally

and aj

thonal moves in course correction by the Centre,
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

Radio is very much alive and kicking

NO douls, a radio set in a home had become almost an
extinet piece but fortunately enough, not tuning to a radio
station and enjoying the various programmes. With the
widespread launch of FM (Frequency Modulation), radio
stations in every State capital and a few other big cities,
the habit of listening to radio received great thrust. Now
that radio programmes are also made available on mobile
phones, its popu-larity Is once again at its peak. That a FM
radio station from New Delhi broadcasts Hindi film Songs
throughout the night speaks of popularity of radio tuning

and Hindi film music.
Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad
thehansreader@gmail.com

(@ BENGALURU ONUNE

Moily urges CM to establish airport

in coastal

BENGALURU: Former Karnataka Chief Minister Dr. M.
Veerappa Moily has urged the state government to estab-
lish a new international airport in the coastal or Malnad
reglon, citing its vast economic potential and the growing
constraints at Man-galuru International Airport.

In a letter addressed to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
Moily highlighted that Karnatakas aviation infrastructure
is under pressure, with Kempegowda Inter-national Air-
port (KIAL) in Bengaluru surpassing its capacity. While
support-ing the expansion of Bengaluru's airport network,
he stressed the need for a full-fledged international airport
in Dakshina Kannada or Udupi district to ca-ter to the re-
gions economic and logistical needs.

“When 1 was Chief Minister in the 1990s, we had
planned two international airports—one at Devanahalli
(Bengaluru) and another at Nadsal village in Udupi dis-

infections as most services community-based, while na- | politics. Unfortunatdy, Rahul Gandhi truly achieve sarcastically suggested that Kharge mocked the event, trict. While KIAL has become a major success story, plans
tional governments tend to focus on hcyhg peopleon | instead of settingan example,  this? Congress has beenlosing i the UGC appoints Vice- questioning whether taking for the coastal airport did not materialise” Moily stated
rather than p g new | the party seems to be clections due to its misguided  Chancellors, students might adip in the Ganga could in his letter. He recalled that late industrialist Aditya Birla
| deteriorating, sticking to narratives, and Rahul’s silence  soon be asked to start their diminate poverty. He further had shown interest in collaborating with the Kar-nataka
Fear over spike in AIDS deaths outdated nasratives that are when allies like the DMK day by drinking gomutra stated that Modi and BJP government for the project, but an alternate deal, signed
If PEPFAR is not re-authorized between 2025 and 2029 | hastening its decline. make demeaning remarks (cow urine). Such statements leaders could never reach with another entreprencur, failed to materialise.
and other resources are not found for the HIV response, | It has become fashionable against Sanatana Dharma fuel unnecessary hatred heaven, no matter how many Currently, Karnataka has two international airports—
“there would be a 400 per cent increase in AIDS deathl, | for Congress leaders to Is eroding the party’s voter and distract from pressing times they took a dip in lkmlum uul Manga-Juru. Moily pointed out that while
UNAIDS said. “That’s 6.3 million le, 6.3 million | attack Sanatana Dharma, base. Ironically, these leaders governance issues. the river. Such l Airport has wit-nessed steady
AIDS related deaths that will occur in the future’, Steg- mock the Maha Kumbh continue to claim they are the cither reflect deep-seated ;mvnh. handling around 1.9 million passengers in 2023,
ling told journalists. | Méla, oppose reforms in the protectors of the Constitution.  Hypocrisy Seen In disdain for Hindu beliefs or its tab-Jetop location limits future
UNAIDS says it will continue efforts to ensure that | Waqf Bill, and focus more Duringa recent budget Political Narratives a desperate attempt to please
during the 90-day pause, all people affected by HIV con- | on personal attacks against discussion, Rahul Gandhi There are occasional Rahul Gandhi, If it the latter, |
tinue to access life-saving services. wn vew) | the Prime Minister rather criticised the government’s exceptions. Karnataka Deputy — one can only say - may God
than critiquing policies handling of a gang rape case CM D K Shivakumar recently save this country.
Printed and Published by K. Nmumw Rao, on behall of Hyderabad Media House Pvt. Limited, Flat No.609, 6t Floor, Kirti Shikhar Buiding, Plot.No. 11, Dist Center, Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058
and Printed at M's. andan Printers & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, G.T Karmal Road. Industrial Area, New Delhi - 110033, Chief Editor: V Ramu Sarma. RNI No: ENG/2017/74095
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Donald Trump is abandoning Ukraine. Others would be both wrong and

reckless to follow suit”

= THE GUARDIAN

Masters of
the sea

Eighth Indian Ocean Conference
is an opportunity for India and region
to secure maritime supremacy

BY RAM MADHAY

" .G " 1
bontidedinn - 41 N "
laggard power in the last seven decades.
It ranks 20th in the global shipbuilding
industry, holding a meagre 0.06 per cent
market share,

Interestingly, the first to alert India about
the importance of the Indian Ocean for its

ship-

Chnanrm "Sohrnlndm;cnnn'

nml:dmuf thrmumryudu-:&

INDIA, WITH |
Singapore and Oman, is the Eighth  traffic give the seaa preponderant influence
ri\'clgn Ocean Conference (l inMuscat  on its destiny,” he argued in his book India

this weekend., Foreign ministers from
around 30 countries in the region will be

and the Indian Ocean { 1945). Sadlly though,
his warmnings fell on deaf ears. Indian lead-
ershi "

futureof Oman,
mmlhln&.mwmaryujnrmfr-

Both

Indlia for over five milk

set”, dtofi the
" 1al of the Indian Oce:

From the Persian Gulf to the Strait of
Mal " ~

are strategic partners and work closely in

ove in time of climate change

Let us go then, you and I, where the evening is
spread against the sky, to a place of low AQI

SUMANA Roy

EVEN UNTILTHE early years of this century,
it was impossible to imagine oneself in love
and not think of the word “mausan” at least
once. G thatin-

cluded Hindi film music, one met the word

ly

used then, words such as iend”, “Jover”,

“partner”. Like these words, the word

“mausam’” to had travelled from outside the

Indian Subcontinent — in this case, literally,

across Asia, as wind, carrying rain, to rest
ins of our V-

illogical consequentiality that goes back to
the oldest relationship we know, between
the earth and the heart, the reason they are
perhaps anagrams of each other.

The nervous lover, expecting constancy
of the kind that they have been given by the
forceaf| ty. that them from falling
off the earth, is bound to liken emotions
with the seasons, with flux, with change,
with fluidity. It's a lineage of thought that
goes back to the rasa theorists, their recog-
nition of changing emotions as the axis that
makes — and keeps — us human. That is
why Kishore Kumar can sing about writing
with air on air: "Hawaon pe likh do hawaon
ka noam”,

Listening to Lata Mangeshkar sing
“Rahein na rahein hum mel ban
ke kali, ban ke saba”, with its emphatic
“mausam koi ho", no matter what the sea-
son, we are led into a world of love prom-
ised vmh Shakespearean conviction (the

who has no faith in “brass, nor

mass, This moisture and its behaviour, on the
boﬁy,mdrmir\d.irnidcthewkrudmhu

stone, nor earth, nor boundless sea”, but be-
lieves “that in black ink my love may still

mu-  shine bright"), one immune to “mausam”,
sic its vapour and like mundc which, these,isa
of our bent bodies does to the for fi for change (* ki
our voices inside water wells. tum bii badal toh na jooge”, | hope that you

That romantic love is an integer of the
s:rvc-and -volley bﬂwtcn lheclcmcnls
ummpmdnu tothe wind tusmzn."ml
mausam kajodoo hai mitwa, na dil pe kaboo
haimitwa...." Whether it is the directness of
the confession about the loss of control over
one's heart due to the magic of the mausam
or 'hc phyfulnns of coming to this :cem-

m lDﬂpmmrlnbnmrlmm? ntmlmmwhx
pyarhain” — because spring has come to the
gardens, you must love me! — it's atrain of

won't change like the seasons, the fragility
of alover’s hopeful plea, in another song).

The mausam is not a trigger for roman-
tic love; it is part of the love itself, giving it

dimension and sky: “Thhandi hawa yeh

.." Like the

The ‘mausam’ is not a trigger
for romantic love; it is part of
the love itself, giving it

dimension and sky:

ment of this lineage of thought and feeling
can be found summarised in Mahendra
Kapoor singing Me‘eymkmdm
ka pyar paley...” — the “phool”, “pedon”,

“subah”, “shaam”, “dharti” and “sagar”, Now-
ers, trees, the morning and evening, the
ecarth and the sea, are anal tothe invo-
cations to agni and vayu, fire and air, in the
opening verses of the first Veda.
“Ratnadhatamam”, in the first verse of the
Rig Viedo, a Sanskrit word that holds in it de-
light and ecstasy, is achievable only through
adialogue — and even drowning in — with
the elemental, It was this awareness, one
we take as a given, that Robert Frost must
have been trying to summarise in “Earth's
the right place for love: [ don't know where
it's likely to go better.”

Where are the songs about mausam in
our time of “climate change”? Our com-
plaint now, made with as much bafflement
as an impersonal sadness, about how love,
its sweetness and translucence, has disap-
peared from our cinema, where we implic-
itly blame a “third | person” "that is not really

“Thhandi hawa yeh
suhani .. Like the opening
lines of the Rig Veda' make
evident our composition,
that our bodies and its
neighbourhood are
constituted of the elements,
s0 does the recurrence of

: "in these songs

the Rig Veda make evid

that our badies and its neighbourhood are
constituted of the elements, so does the re-
currence of “mausam” in these songs
Hindi cinema up to a certain period — the
same reason children were named “Ritu”,
with its various suffixes, The acknowledge-

from Hindi cinema up

to a certain period — the
same reason children were
named ‘Ritu’, with its
various suffixes.

the is

perhaps related to the di of

y inthe region.

The 16th-century Portuguese
Ferdinand Magellan, after observing the
dmmnﬂlrh:iﬁc_nllcdll'vmmzr-
fico”, meaning “peaceful sea”. The Atlantic
and Arctic Oceans got their names from
Greek mythology. However, the Indian
Ocean derived its name from the historical
and civilisational influence that India
i L h “Hind

ing artery for many countries in the world.
Critical supply-chain routes managing al-
most 70 per cent of the world's container
traffic pass through this region. More impor-
sdath of India |
trade w
through these ocean lines.

It took several decades for the govern-
ments in India to realise the natural good-
will that the country enjoys in this region,

Mahasagar” and “Indian Ocean™ have been
familiar names for voyagers and explorers
of the great oceans for millennia,
Discourse on the “Indo-Pacific™ domi-
nates the world today. But the “Indo-Pacific”
s agro-strategic construct, where big power
competition is omnipresent. The “Indian
Ocean” is a largely peaceful natural region
connected by civilisation and culture. Vast
expanses of the waters of the third-largest
ocean in the world touch the shores of 26

once asa“British lake", and start
taking proactive steps to strengthen those
bonds through events like the I0C. The
global power axis has relocated to the
Indian Ocean Region in this century, The LIS
and UK, with their Diego Garcia base, and
France with Reunion Island, are already ac-
tive in the region. China, too, joined them,

Indhia, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
nurtured the ambition of rising as an influ-
ential bl\--wmr 'r power and the voice of

countries. 5 -
Ocean

theGl the Modi gov-

rermains a lifeline,
From the first mlllmnlm merchants

ernment SAGAR
Initiative — Security And Growth for All in
the Region in 2015,

and klm like the Andhnls, Pallavas and
Cholas used it to establish trade with the

South(C

y
il

under the sea. Important next-generation
~ ik 4

tories in the east. Kautilya's

Incian O

talked about the functions of officers like
port commissioners and harbour masters,
highlighting the importance attached to
maritime activity in ancient India. Fa-Hien,
aChinese traveller, wrote in 415 CE that the

aged traditionally by European companies
Izuubm_ilalrnmcdbywqﬂmm_m-

faces challenges like piracy, sea-borme ter-
ronsm,cl humanand

ship that Vigaya  traband dang, illegal
(present fishing,
fessed the “Brah igion”,  itarian chal like rising seawater lev-
The Indian Ocean made India the lead-  els, evacuations and disaster relief,
Alfred T Mahan, an influential geopolit-

mausam from our senses (notice how the
Urduword “fiza", which can hold in it a uni-
verse, from "air” to the “environment”, has
disappeared from our songs), its transfer
from skin to screen, where we are made
aware of it only through a language of num-
bers, the temperature and the AQIL How is
one to sing of love then, except as parody?

kxmduhmmncﬂndwnh its de-

ical theorist and confidant of President

clinei powver. Inthe -
lennium, European powers like the

. Dutch, Fmrhxlllidmll&
weloped stronger d the

tury ago that “whoever attains maritime su-
premacy in the Indian Ocean would be a

Indiian Ocean region into acolory. The British
were well-known seafarers. But they never

player on the international
scenc”, Mahan's comment is an important
reminder to all the assembled leaders of the
region at the 10C that the ofthe

The masks our children need

We need to equip them with the ability to walk around the trash

Let us go then, you and |, where the evening bility for their colony duning their two-cen-  region must remain in their hands, and they
uxpmaﬂmlmlmnky maph«orlow tury rule. This lack of attention to the seas,  should be the masters of managing the af-
AQI?Or “Yeh sadly, after toa,  fairsof this “region of peace”,
nnm.ychdhoolnurj:'wn with the go i prior-
ity to land-based warfare, completely ne- The writer, president, India Foundation, is
Ray, a poet and writer, is associate professor glecting the oceans and their potential for with the B Views are personal
at Ashoka University. Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
INDIA'S CHANCE CLIMATE DANGER

NANDITESH NILAY

SEX. VIOLENCE. DISTURBING scenes,
Language, Graphic sequences, Parental ad-

significant gains made by Swachh Bharat, in
every city, every mull ruwn Iherr is un-

visory. Tuday.myepmde ona

deof the lv.l there

nervously? That's what people pay for.
The Oscar season is upon us but remem-
ber how three years ago, Will Smith, the dis-

top| left comer uf the screen, This, after an
that and far-

are plastic d
destination. We hold our noses, walk past it,
dnvr-'-‘-" kthe other way, get out as

cically, washes its hands of everything you
are about to watch. If you find anything of-
fensive or demeaning, nothing is intended,
s allinyour head. All this is under the rubric
of freedom of speech. Then come Ranveer
Allahbadia and his band of brothers. The

cians across all parties as well as celebrities
« clearly, everyone wants to be on his show
lorthe size orlmaudmnm So he, manal-

dm parents anduxprrhqn lhlﬁmu that

him —or

add amyplc million more.

if you don't like it, switch off, go to the next
YouTube channel. There are many who say,
“What else did you expect?” Then, there are
nwvyMnnyl!nemhMmdm

e C:
mm the Inlomunm highway? Onthe

d actor, walked onto the stage and
slapped comedian Chris Rock because, ap-
parently, he didn't like how he talked about
his wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, There were the
usual notses made about behaviour in pub-

trash that p

Itis pulmrally incorrect to call content

trash but the factis, Allahbadia’s alleged joke

ither funtry — at k

~ nor provocative. Several comedians with
much stronger and sharper humour have
paid a cost with either FIRs or bans or can-
cellations, What is clear is that the team at
India's Got Latent believes that you need to
bemore crass since that's what “works™, The
conternpt for their audience is chear.

They also know that a joke told a second
time isn't funny, so the only way to get those
views coming is by falling on the oldest
tropes in the business. Perhaps they see a
maodel in many of the new American stand-
up comedians with their own shows on

Ik about

lic and it faded away
into the next shocking reel.

Mahatma Gandhi's three monkeys need
to be recalled today, During Covid and when
rolluuon levels are high, we use masks to

oep the virus and particulate matter out.
Our smartphones are protected end to end
by antivirus software. What are the masks
lhatwtnred luruurdulctmas uu-ymw

the trash, is what we need to work on. We
have to tell them that, as Javed Akhtar says,
the use of abuse — be likens this to achilliin
food — to shock shows that you have run out
of imaginative powers to use language.
One answer lies in getting them young,
Right from kindergarten, at school, and at
home, we nccdmmlpuurmlunnswttch

THISREFERS to the article, US reach-out
dndos

for India’ (1E, February M) US President

Donald Trump's

out illegal Immgantsuﬂhlnmnnz
is making worldwide ripples. His osten-
sible commitment to negotiating with
Russia and Ukraine to end the ongoing
war promises anshmdlmwnﬂd

THIS REFERS to the article, The heat of
the moment’ (IE, February 14), Climate
change and global warming can cause
unimaginable damage to our country; it
mast be first priority for policymalkers,
India is rm turning into a consumer

countries
are fast shunning mmﬁmrk\g.dml-

order. His amiabl
Minister Narendra Mmi bodes wﬂl for
IndL_l.MmMmi 'smeeting with French

mesdﬂrpt‘nu‘swlmrnrmd
pvwl_unixnmri_unur;wmdkx

here i wobal

off the phones. We with

tools to navigate the mhm\aﬁnn highway

knowing vrry well that while it runs past
ind lakes and i

1?‘1' res, it also forks into crudity and
ildren must witness their parents’
umdun and chms as well. Our children
carry from
s,

way we

L 1 itsre-
lations with these two powers,
Ravi Mathur, Noida

PRESIDENT'S RULE

THIS REFERS to the report ‘President’s

Rule in Manipur, Assembly under sus-

utndcd animation: Centre’. The
for

thelevel of

One of the greatest
tion, Elihu Katz, underfined the key paradox
of mass media: Should it lead or follow, mir-

the dismissal

Manish Mishra, fhopol

REFORM NEEDED

THIS REFERS to the editorial, 'In the
light' (IE, February 14). Corruption and
misgovernance in wagf institutions is
evident and this was also flagged
carlier by a Joint Parliamentary
G Rah "

Politics aside, reform is due. The Wagf

ror or mould society? Ce i he
argued, has been employed both as an in-
strument of social change and a reinforcing

Y ol the Manipur under N meas-
brand is everything can we brand respect, Biren Singh, but the Centre remained  ures focused on checking corruption,
ethics as a key element of our profile? These adamant.| s vi
My hard USwaspi w Singh 4 1
ents and children, between parents and President'sRule  to modern and lack of

teachers, children and teachers, We need to

coincided with his stay in the US, How

Netflix or Amazon wi

sexuality, their own | i and

foundations of a family'"
lmlilallhslsomlryhn C\wahdllyn

even their
~ and bring the house down. When almost

In our cities, we hm how to do it. Despite

anymore,
to make people squirm in their seats, laugh

the ability to hold their noses, walk around

force to maintain the status quo. ensure that the next generation of the audi-
the infe ion highway  encel di h di the is sincere,
has limitl ibiliti The decision to impose President’s Rule
that will help our children realise their full Nilay is the author of Bei should have been taken in 2023,
potential, grapple with contradictions and Aaiye, Insaan Banen and Ethil Kumar Faridal
 whatdoyouneed  truths. How to equip them with masks and teaches and trains courses on ethics,
s

oversight of augaf. The government
should keep in mind the rights of
Muslims to manage their properties as
enshrined in the Constitution while
dealing with such amendments,

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh
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13 BIG PICTURE

NAnondescript building in the heart
of Hyderabad sat three men who, not
so long ago, were guerillas of the
banned Communist Party of India
(Maoist). One of them was a former
central committee member who had joined
the party in the 1980s, when it still went by
the name of People’s War Group, The central
committee and the politburo make up the top
decision-making bodies of the Maoist party.

Clad in a neatly ironed handloom shirt
and cotton trousers, the former central com-
mittee member, who identified himself by
his alias Kiran, told The Indian Express, "1
worked in Andhra Pradesh, then
Chhattisgarh, Finally, | ended up in
Jharkhand only to Jose faith in the party.”

Kiran is not the only one to have lost
“faith" in the recent past, A string of reverses
in the form of arrests, surrenders and en-
counters has left the Maoist party and the
movement — which former prime minister
Manmohan Singh called the "single biggest
internal security challenge” — at what is, ar-
guably. its weakest point yet as the State
makes inroads into hitherto Naxal citadels,
from Abujhmad to Gadchiroli,

Frve months ago, on September 20, 2024,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah put anend
date to a conflict that has confounded mul-
tiple governments at the Centre and states,
*Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided
that Naxal violence and ideology will be
wiped out from the country, March 31, 2026,
is fixed as the last date for Naxalism in this
country. | assure you that we will wipe out
Naxalism before that,"” he said

Shah reiterated that after the most recent
sethack for the Maoists — on February 9, 31
Maoists were killed in an encounter at
Indravati National Park in Chhattisgarh's
Bijapur district, Two secunity personnel were
also killed in the gunfight, So far this year, 81
Maoists have been killed in Chh, rt

Iron-fist, a shrinking Red space

According to data from the Union Home
Ministry, there have been 24,237 “incidents”
and 869 "deaths” in the nearly two decades
between 2004 and June 2023, Over 2,000 of
these deaths are of security forces. Over the
last decade, apart from cadres, the Maoist
party has lost some of its biggest leaders in
counter-insurgency operations in states.

On January 21 this year, Pratap Reddy
Ramachandra Reddy alias Chalapathi, 62,
who had a bounty of Rs 1 crore on his head,
was gunned down by personnel of the
Gariaband district police in Chhattisgarh,
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Commando Battalion for Resolute Action
(CoBRA), and Odisha's Special Operation
Group (SOG). In November 2021, Milind
Teltumbde, a central committee member of
the CPI(Maoist), was killed in an encounter
inMaharashtra’s Gadchiroli district

In October 2016, four central committee
members — Daya alias Garla Ravi, Ganesh,
Mallesh and Chalapathi alias Appa Rao — were
killed in an encounter in Odisha. Earlier, in
2010, the Andhra Pradesh police killed
Cherukuri Rajkumar alias Azad, a polithuro
member,and in 2011, Mallojula Koteswara Rao
akias Kishanji, a politburo member, was lalled,

Asagainst this, the number of Maoists ar-

the last 25 years dto
be 16,733, with the majority of these arvests
made between 2015 and 2025, In 2024, 475
Maoists surrendered across the country, The
number of surrenders in the last decade —
from 2015 to 2025 — is estimated to be
10,884, This is double the number of surren-
ders in the previous decade — 4,380,

Karnataka recently declared that its “last
Naxal", Tombattu Lakshmd, had surrendered
and, according to intelligence officials, the
state is now “Maoist free”,

Telangana intelligence officials said that
in 2024, “there was zero recruitment” tothe
banned outfit from the state. The leadership
of the Maoist party too has been shrinking,
While in 2004 there were 16 polithuro mem-
bers, now there are only four — Namballa
Keshava Rao alias Basavraju, Mupalla
Laxman Rao alias Ganapathy, Mallajulla
Venugopal Rao alias Sonu, and Misir Besra,
Telangana intelligence officials said, The cen-
tral committee has 19 members.

It was under the Vajpayee-Jed NDA gov-
ernment that a coordination committee
headed by the Union Home Secretary was
set up to draw up an effective strategy to
tackle the Maoist violence.

Later, under the UPA governiment, a com-
peehensive plan was drawn up by the Union
Home Ministry under PChidambaram, which
involved a massive infusion of Central Armed
Police Forces in Maoist districts of various
states and allocation of funds for training and
modernising of state police, A plan under the
‘clear, hold and develop’ policy was drawn up.
As partof the policy, forces would enter Maoist
bastions, engage them in gunfights, build

has left the Maoist party atits weakest yet. As the State maki

IS THE ENDGAME IN SIGHT?

RED CITADEL

UNDER SIEGE

Astring of reverses in the form of arrests, surrenders and encounters

s inroads into Naxal bastions and

the Centre sets a deadline of March 2026 to “wipe out” Maoists, NIKHILA HENRY,
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY & JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU speak to intelligence officials,
surrendered cadres and security forces on the fight ahead

g to in 2014, only witk vigour,
During its tenure, the Modi government
has assisted states in building 544 fortified
police stations in LWE (Left Wing
Extremism) areas, up from 66 built during
the UPA's term, The road network in these
LWE areas went up from 2,900 km between
2004 and 2014 to 14400 km in the decade
after, The present government has also set
up 6,000 mobile towers in LWE areas.

Since 2019, the government has also es-
tablished 280 new security camps in Maoist
areas and 15 new Joint Task Forces, and de-
ployed six CRPF battalions to assist the po-
lice in various states. According to the Union
Home Ministry, only 38 districts in nine
states are affected by IWE violence. Shah re-
cently said Maoist insurgency is now con-
fined to “just four districts of Chhattisgarh™

Yet, if there have been successes in the fight
against Maoists, it's largely due to the con-
certed efforts of state governments and the
local police, States such as Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and West Bengal have completely
eliminated Maoists from their regions, while
(Odisha, Maharashtra and Bihar have restricted
their activity to small pockets,

Thcsc states have achieved this through

camps to hold the area y get the
state administration to build roads, schools
and hospitals. It’s the same policy that the
Modi government has continued after com-

a pronged approach, which involved
ﬂrcngmtmng and training of state police
forces, raising crack commando units to fight
Naxals, rolling out robust surrender and re-

h ion policies and taking gnvmvunrc
d to the remote

camps are filling up the security vacuum in

Last year, in Chhattisgarh, the current the-
atre of anti-Maoist operations, 219 Maoists
were killed in encounters, making it the year
with the highest Maoist casualties since the
formation of the state.

The strategy here has been one of aggres-
ston with security forces
setting up forward base
camps — runmostly by the
CRPF or state police —
deep inside the forests of
Chhattisgarh. These camps
act as launchpads for ac-
tion in the event of an op-
eration, besides helping
the forces in area domina-
tion and to gain ground,

The idea, senior officials
carlier told The Indian
Express, was to "box the
Maoists ina grid of camps, making their move-
ment difficult”, Th'c.\n‘n lnwnv:r have been
metwith
Bigapur, Kanker and elsewhere in Bastar.

According to state government data, in
the six years between 2019 and 2024, 100
police camps have come up in Bastar region,

Chhattisgarh’s former Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal Operations) R K Vij
recently told The Indian Express, “Forward

Andhra, Telangana
and West Bengal have
eliminated Maoists
from their regions,
while Odisha, Bihar
and Maharashtra have
restricted their activity
to small pockets

places like Abujhmad and south B; which
were considered to be safe havens for
Maoists, These camps are not only restricting
the movement of Maoists, but are also help-
ing forces conduct major operations.”
Sundarraj P, Inspector General of Police for
Bastar Range, said that better coordination be-
tween different anti-
Maoist forces had made a
big difference. "We are
looking to carry forward
the prevailing synes 1Ry be-
tween the DRG, STF, Bastar
Fighters, CoBRA, CRPF, BSF,
ITBP.SSB,CAF and other se-
curity forces in the opera-
tional region. We have the
best-ever coordination
with troops of our border-
ing states,” he said.
While Chhattisgarh has
largely relied on an iron-fist approach, what
has worked in Telangana is "a humanitarian
surrender policy”, an intelligence officer in the
state said. Of the 475 Maoists who surren-
dered in 2024, 87 were from Telangana, ac-
cording to the state intelligence department.
According to the ex-Maoists The Indion
Express spoke to, the state offers land for cul-
tivation, a place to stay and “and a decent
amount of money for rehabilitation”, The

Mksstrarion: Suveyit Dey

bounty on their head is usually offered to
the Maoist who surrenders, an intelligence
officer said,

But there are tales of the Maoists hunting
down those who surrender. “Yes, the party
turns against those who tumn informers and
those who harm' the party,” Kiran, the for-
mer central committee member, says.

Subba Rao insists, “You can leave the
party anytime you want. But there is a proce-
dure for i.”

The 'procedure’, however, is not simple,
“First, we need to inform the party that we
want to leave. It is discussed and debated for
three to four months, Then we are released,”
says Ashok. The ‘release’ is not simple either,
The person who hopes to surrender needs
1o establish contact with the state's intelli-
gence agencies, by which time one is already
branded an informer, So, several Maoists pre-
fer arrest over surrender, Some, they say, still
prefer death to a surrender.

ATelangana intelligence officer said, "We
have just one message to those who helm

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

adding that the impression among people
that the Maoist party is like any other polit-
ical outfit needs to be dismantled. “The mes-
sage that this is an armed outfit with a polit-
ical aim should be communicated well.”

Intelligence outfits say state govern-
ments do their bit with outreach schemes, In
Chhattisgarh, they say, there is an effort to
educate people to “stop sheltering the in-
surgents”. In Telangana, efforts are on to
keep the youth “who are vulnerable” away
from Maoist literature, In Kerala, "sweeps
have become common”.

It may not be over yet

Despite the aggressive approach and the
government’s March 2026 deadline for a
“wipeout” of Maoists, intelligence agencies
admit that an endgame isn't on the cards yet.

“They are not entering Telangana be-
cause our counter-ops are pushing them
further into the jungles, We cannot let off
steam because there is a chance of resur-
gence,” a top Telangana intelligence official
told The Indian Express,

Officials in the state point out that oI the

fthe

centralc

party, 12 are from the states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh. And that three of the four
politburo members are Telugu-speaking,

Asenior Home ministry official, however,
said the fact that most of the top Maoist lead-
ers are from united Andhra Pradesh points
to the crisis in the movement, “It is a reflec-
tion of the paucity of fresh blood in the
Maoist leadership that while Macism stands
almost wiped out from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, all the top leaders are from there,
The only state where they have been effective
this past decade is Chhattisgarh, but there is
hardly anyone from the state in leadership
roles." the official said,

Intelligence officials and the former
Maoists The Indian Express spoke to say there
is still considerable sympathy for the move-
ment and its cadres among the local popula-
tion, "Even the crackdown on those known
as‘urban naxals’ has not wiped out this sym-
pathy," said an officer.

According toa Chhattisgarh police source,
Bijapur still has thousands of militia cadre,
making it the most Maoist-affected district
among the seven such districts in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar region,

Those who are sceptical of the govern-
ment’s deadline say Shah is not the only po-
litical leader to have predicted the end of the
Maoists, In 2010, then Union home minister
Chidambaram had said that he would elim-
inate Maoism in three years.

Kiran and the others who laid down their
arms, too, caution against over-optimism,

“It is true that the Maoist leadership is
shrinking and aging, But we cannot outrightly
say that they have lost traction or that they
have lost their relevance,” he says, adding, *|
left the party not because the ideology was
dead but because | found that at the imple-
mentation level the party has failed."

The three ex-Maoists say they have been
able to live normal lives after leaving the
banned outfit, running small businesses and
managing agricultural fields. “There is no
stigma whatsoever, People are welcoming
to those who surrender,” Kiran says,

None of the three surrendered Maoists
denounced the party completely.

Sitting next to Kiran is an ex-district com-
mittee member who identified himself as
Ashok, another alias, who joined the party
as recently as 2008, “The party has a clear po-
litical aim and can still attract people,” he says
with a smile, "When upper-caste people at-
tacked Dalits in my village, the party inter-
vened and protected the Dalits. | decided to
Jjoin the party that very month,” Ashok says,
recalling a time when overground and un-
derground leaders of the Maoist party used
to roam free in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. He left the party because he did not
want to follow its violent ways, he says.

Aformer state committee member of the
party, who identified himself by his alias
Subba Rao, says he surrendered because he
was “disilhusioned. .. But there are many oth-
erswhoare not",

The three vouched for the egalitarian na-
ture of the party, calling it its biggest
strength. “There are women who join the
party to counter patriarchy, There are Dalits
who join to counter caste oppression..."
says Ashok. When pointed out that some
surrendered Maoists have criticised the
party for being casteist and patriarchal,
Ashok insists, “Lene ledu (not at all)"

Will the party move towards L)yml, down
arms? "Only the leadership can sa

Explaining the Maoist party’ g
intelligence officer says, “As long as there are

the party — fore people lose re-
spect for you, Don't Jead a losing battle.”
According to former Maoists, the trick,
however, is to educate people — those usu-
ally caught between the police and the
rebels — about the redundancy of the party,
"The best way to do this is to assert that
democracy alone will prevail," says Kiran,

- INTERVIEW: SUNDARRAJ P, INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE FOR BASTAR RANGE +

‘We will see an end to Naxalism in a few months’

responsible for the death of more than

Maoists, As a result of these

[ How are you working on

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU 2,000 civilians in the region, initiatives, the bond be- minimising civilian
tween the population and casualties? Also, Maoists
Unios But there is a lot of resistance from government agencies is have killed 11
Naxalism will be wiped out in a year. ﬂllvnaphupduumsuwky strong,. In fact, our opera- personnel this year. Is that
But the Maoists are still in isstilla tional bases act as an inte- | % aconcern?
Chhattisgarh, lotof centres, . Protecting the lives and
bnngmg basic amenitiesto e TADM |

The Government of India and the
Chhattisgarh government have a clear in-
tention of bringing this seven-decade-long
Naxal violence to d much sooner. The

sinvillages.
All these years, the Maoists have used
the security and administrative vacuum
to their .\dvanmgc and misguided the lo-

local population of Bastar is frustrated by
the mindless violence of Naxals, who are

cal strategy
was conceived m n-arh out to the people
and make them aware of the designs of

villagers.

In January 2024, a six-month-old girl
was killed in the crossfire and in
December, four children were injured.

properties of the Jocal popu-
lation is one of our primary
priocities, Unfortunately, there were a few
civilian casualties.. The govemment hasen-
sured all possible assistance to the victims
of those incidents of Naxal violence. There

epaperindianexpresscom BBl BB

were many instances of our security per-
sonnel saving the lives of civilians injured
inIED blasts or Naxal crossfire.

Comgared to previous years, the oper-
ational casualties suffered by security forces
have come down drastically. The morale of
the security forces is high and strong.

Is an endgame in sight? If so, what kind
of an end will this be?

All these years, the sendor Naxal leader-
shipused the local cadres as human shields
and would flee from the spot by taking ad-

in the society, they (the Maoists)
can pose as the solution to these problems,
There is an ebb now (in the party’s opera-
tions), there could be a flow later. Anti-Naxal
operations alone cannot wipe out the
Maoists. There is enough evidence to suggest
that both anti-ops and a good surrendes-and-
rehab policy is the key.”

vantage of the dense forest cover. But now,
due to better cordon-and-search opera-
tional tactics by the security forces, the sen-
ior Naxal cadre are not able to flee from their
hideouts, Moreover, the local cadres are no
longer in a mood to risk their lives to pro-
tect their seniors, who are mostly from
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra,
etc. All these factors are working in our
favour, In the recent months, we have been
able to ensure decisive operational out-
comes. We are confident of seeing an end
to Naxalism in a few months,
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EXPLAINED THE MODI-TRUMP MEETING

2GS TARIFFS

How reciprocal tariffs work

President Donald Trump has decided to impose the same level of tariffs on goods coming into the US as
others charge on US exports. How will this impact the framework of global trade and, specifically, India?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 14

UNITED STATES PRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Thursday unveiled a plan to hit the whole
world with “reciprocal tariffs", potentially

Trump's reciprocal tariffs do away with
this caveat, at least on paper. Simply put,
Trump has announced that the US will
charge the same level of tariffs on goods
cominginto the US as others are charging on
US exports, This, Trump argues, is only “fair”.

riffs di.

deficits" — which refers to. where
the value of goods imported by any country
exceeds the value of the goods it exports.
The US trade deficit with the rest of the
world — that is the difference between the
value of its imports and exports — is closing
inon $1 trillion even as China enjoys a trade

signalling the end of rulesand
sending things back almost a century in
terms of how countries do business with
one another.

The reciprocal tariffs will likely be im-
posed after April 1 — the US Trade Depart-
ment is supposed to work out the details for
each country by then.

First, what are reciprocal tariffs?

Tariffs are taxes imposed by an import-
ing country on foreign goods coming into
that country. For a consumer, they raise the
price of an imported good, and in effect,
throw mud in the wheels of global trade.

Ower the past century, more so since the
end of World War II, the world has moved
towards freer trade in goods — that is, lower
tariffs or no taniffs. There has been a consen-
sus, especially among developed countries,
that freer trade is mutually beneficial for all
parties involved.

But there is an important caveat. As the
rules of world trade were being framed —
think the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and the World Trade
O (WTO)— it wa dth
veloping countries would get “special and
differential treatment™ since they often did
not have a robust industrial sector or an effi-

And how iffs be

calculated?

The Trade Department is in the process
of making this calculation, How the US in-
tends to make this calculation is crucial,

Tobe sure, the USdoesn't want to simply
mirror the tariff levels with each country.
President Trump has suggested that officials
will look at the whole gamut of subsidies and
other help that countries provide their
traders when they compete with the US,

This could mean that developing coun-
tries such as India, which provide all kinds of
subsidies to exporters, will face the biggest
tariff burdens going forward.

Based on information obtained under the
Right to Information (RTT) Act, The Indian
Express reported on Thursday that the Indian

plus of more than §1 trillion.

Trump sees deficits as unfair, a marker of
the fact that the rest of the world is cheating
the US. As such, the President is out to re-
move all trade deficits.

There are two ways to do this. One, by
forcing other countries to |mpm Amcncan
goods, and two,

Trumg singled out India as being a coun-
lrv nghl on top” ol‘lhc list of those that

implc of the iconic Amcnun maorqdv
company Harley Davidson “failing to sell
their bikes in India as the tax was so high™.
As various reports suggest, India is likely
to buy more and more US goods — such as
defence equipment and oil and gas — to bal-
ance the trade, It is also possible that other
US goods will become cheaper and thus
more affordable for Indians in the coming
days. As such, the trade deficit that the US
has with ind be expected to narrow.

by
set up shop in the US instead olapoﬂmgto
the country.

But are trade deficits always bad?

At one level, the US trade deficit with
Indiadoes indicate that more money is low-
ing out of the US than coming in. It can also
appear to be a marker of American depend-
enceon India.

However, ina global setting where coun-

go t had $1 billion (Rs
8700 crore) between 2022 and 2024 to com-
panies in India under the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme to boost exports of
maobile phone handsets. The PLI scheme is
essentially a subsidy to companies.

hy np iffs?
Trump is not driven by a single reason,
nor is he singling out any particular country
for this action,
WhIcChlm is thr United States’ biggest

cient & to comp 1aneven
keel with the developed countries.

As such, developed countries having
lowver tariffs than developing ones was con-
sidered to be a “fair” deal — one that ensured
that a country like India could prevent cheap
food grains produced by rich farmers in
Europe and the US from flooding its market.

tariff
nmk‘m.ilms(xudunndxmnmul the
country’s closest trading partners. On
Thursday, he also came down severely on the
European Undon, claiming that EU rules and
courts have treated US companies unfairly.
If there is one overwhelming reason for
Trump’s tariffs, it is his dislike of “trade

hother freely and fairly, a
trade deficit is just an accounting exercise,
For instance, India may have a trade surplus
with the US, but it also has trade deficits with
its other trading partners such as China.

Atrade deficit or surplus does show the
relative strength of one country’s exporters
vis-d-vis the other’s, At the same time, it also
indicates that consumers are able to enjoy
goods at a cheaper price.

While the sustainable way to remove
deficits is to boost domestic productive effi-
clency, economicwisdom lies in understand-
ing not just that no country enjoys an absolute
advantage inall goods over all other countries
when it comes to trade, but also that free

But this would mean that the Indian ru-
pee will weaken further against the US dol-
lar — this is because more dollars will be de-
manded as more American products are
imported.

What should also be noted is that this de-
velopment comes just after the Finance
Minister provided a Rs 1 lakh crore tax break
to Indian income tax payers in the Union
Budget prcwmd this month, This was. m
asaway domestic
fuel GDP growth,

There is, however,a good chance that the
richest Indians, whom the tax break targeted,
may spend this tax reliefon American prod-
ucts — more so if they suddenly become
cheaper. This, in turn, may mean that the an-
ticipated consumption boost to India's GDP
may not happen to the extent imagined by
the government.

Over the medium to longer term, India
and Indian consumers can benefit if
American goods are available at a cheaper
price, not to mention the broader benefits
that an association with the workd's largest
economy can provide as India attempts to

trade helps even when a country
does enjoy such an absolute advantage.

‘What will be the impact of US reciprocal

ENERGY SECURITY |

become a y by 2047,

That said, India’s bid to become aat-
manirbhar (self-reliant ) may take a hit asthe
US forces India to buy more of its goods.

US-designed reactors, SMRs, and why the 123
Agreement could finally realise its full potential

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 14

AS INDIA and the United States affirmed their
i ing abilateral Enet

the NDA government's reduced numbers in

Parliament could make it difficult to get the

amendments to the liability law passed.
The statement issued by the Ministry of

starter for New Delhi’s Small Modular
Reactors (SMR) ambitions, since it wants to
participate in manufacturing these reactors
being built in India, and to co-produce the

Exlcmal Affairs on Thursday the

Security Partnership, an agreement that aims
to make Washington “a leading supplier of
oil and gas to India” is in focus.

However, this pact is being seen by both
sides primarily as a means to bridge their
trade deficit.

Far more strategic is an announcement
that signals their commitment to “fully re-
alise” the US-India 123 Civil Nuclear
Agreement, alongside a pledge to move for-
ward on plans to work together to build
American-designed nuclear reactors in India.

Legislative speedbumps ahead

The two sides took note of the announce-
ment by the Indian Government in the Union
Budget to take up amendments to the
Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
(CLNDA) for nuclear reactors.

It was also decided “to establish bilateral
arrangements in accordance with CLNDA",
which would address the issue of civil liabil-
ity and facilitate the collaboration of Indian
and US industry in the production and de-
ployment of nuclear reactors.

Itis learnt that Washington wanted to se-
cure India’s commitment on bringing a law
inParliament to case the nudcar Immypm-

to take up amendments to
hu(h laws, The “path forward will unlock
| sl arge US-d and

pl
p, deploy and

nuclear its domestic needs.
An exception on the 810 provision is,
thercfore, vital for New Delhi.

A A

A to India's laws

xable
mk up nuchear power grncmuunwnh ad-
vanced small modular reactors”, it said.
The '810" hurdle in the US

‘While New Delhi has onerous legislative

1962 ACT: The proposed changes to the
Atomic Energy Act are aimed at opening the
door wider to let the private sector into nu-
clear power plant operations, and to enable

Atomic Energy (DAE) is learnt to be in ex-
ploratory talks for collaborations with the
Camden, New Jersey-based Holtec
International, a private compary that is now
billed to be one of the world's largest ex-
porters of capital nuclear components.

The 810 authorisation is vual for this to

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Note of caution:
what bilateral trade

deal with US could
mean for India

US TRADE WITH INDIA, OTHER KEY COUNTRIES

TOPIMPORTS FROM THE US

Top 5 items that comprise 60% of
India’s imports from US (2023-24)

Mems  Value
Mineral fuels & oils 12.96
Precious, semi precious 516
stones
Nuclear reactors,boilers 375
Electrical machinery 23
Aircraft and parts 225

TOPEXPORTSTOTHEUS

Top 5 items that comprise 67% of

India’s exports to US (2023-24)
Ltemns ____________Value |
Engineering goods 1762
Electronic goods 1049
Gems and jewellery 29
Drugs and pharmaceuticals 8,72
Petroleum products 583
Voue in Shillion

TARIFF DIFFERENTIAL WITH US (3PP, WEIGHTED AVG, 2022)

Products India China = Canada Mexico | Vietnam
Animal 93 293 289 | 94
Chemical 24 0 33 | 12
Footwear -58 0 . N9 | -89
Fuels 26 0 0 0
Hides and skins -46 03 47 | 64
Machinery (LI [ 0 | 20
Metals 17 0 50 06
Minerals 07 | 0 0 06
Vegetables 132 02 | 105 | 43
Transportation 144 98 0 69 40
Xpp = percentage paints. Source. y Y. WITS, Embay 0

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi and
United States President Donald Trump
have announced plans to negotiate the
first tranche of a mutually beneficial,
multi-sector Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) this year, and to double bilateral

trade to $500 billion by 2030.
ABTAis narrower in scope than a free
trade agreement (FTA), and is focused on
fic good: de lib-

In his first term (2017-21), Trump
stopped the Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) program that gave
duty-free access to Indian goods worth
more than $5 billion,

What BTA could mean
Trade experts said the BTA would
likely mean lower Indian tariffs on
American goods, since average US tariffs
are already among the lowest in the world,
They said that due to India’s generally
higher average tariff levels compared to

[ ing nations — and the fact that

spedl
eralisation.
The have to

India has entered into fewer FTAs than

designating “senior representatives” to
advance trade negotiations, according to
the joint statement released after the

between the leaders on Thursday
(early on Friday India time),

India and the US will work towards
“increasing market access” and reducing
tariff and non-tariff barriers, the joint
statement said.

However, Trump has also been mak-
ing repeated threats of im-
posing trade tariffs on coun-
tries around the world.
Hours before meeting the
Prime Minister, he an-
nounced plans for reciprocal tariffs on all
countries, mcluding India, *to restore fair-
ness in US trade relationships”, and cor-
rect "long-standing imbalances”.

Trump has already imposed 25% tar-
iffs on US aluminium and steel imports,
impacting Indian exports. During the joint
press briefing with Modi, he complained
about India’s high tariff structure that pre-
vented American products such as cars
from accessing the Indian market.

Hedescribed thisas a*big problem”, and
indicated that the US alms to bridge the

il and

EXPLAINED

BTA

many of its s — the trade mar-
gins that other countries secure in agree-
ments are typically more favourable than
those India secures.

A 2022 report by the Delhi Policy
Group (DPG) said tariffimbalances were a
key reason why ASEAN countries’ exports
to India were more than imports,

Also, the think tank Global Trade
Research Institute (GTRI) cautioned that
the Trump administration does not re-
spect FTAs — it has, for ex-
ample, imposed taniffs on
imports of steel and alu-
minium from Mexico and
Canada in violation of the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA).

Pressure to cut trade deficit

The White House “fact sheet” on recip-
rocal trade issved on Thursday pointed
out that while “the US average applied
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariff on
agricultural goods is 5%, that of India is
39%; “India also charges a 100% tariff on
US motorcycles, while we only chargc a
2.A4% tariff on Indian mots

On the trade dchm wnh (hc US

trade gap by o Indi.
The trade background
Given the loss of American jobs, espe-

cially industrial jobs, following China's en-

try into the World Trade Organisation

(WTO). sentiment among US lawmakers

turned against granting easy market ac-
to f :

go forward. The Biden is
learnt to have initiated work on an authori-
sation to Holtec towards the end of its tenwure,
but progress was limited by the lack of time.

There are indications that this will be
taken forward by the new administration,
potential doors for leveraging

them to enter the SMR sector as
i & sliowvad on:

Foreign Secretary said India
isasignificant purchaser of A

ergy, having boughl about $15 billion
warth of energy output last year.

“There is a good chance that this figure
will rise to as much as $25 billion in the
near future.. It is entirely pnsslhlc that
these
to addressing the trade deficit between

The think tank National Bureauof Eco-  the two countries as well,” Misri said.
nomik Research noted in a 2017 paper the India’s m trade surplus with the US
i com- $1730 bills 2019-20t0
Chinaand iftin  $35.33 billion in 2023-24.

the political beliefs of adult Americans,
Trump's “fair and reciprocal plan on trade”

to set this p. vied  the the Indo-US civil announced on Thursday said the US trade
as envisaged in the 123 /\grvrmcm u!Jn)y Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd  nuclear deal almost decad itwas deficti 1 trillion in 2024,
2007, it has sought a major commitment  (NPCIL), and some joint ventures concluded. India and the US have agreed to ex-

from Washington as well.

It is seeking an exemption to one of the
maost restrictive of American legislative pro-
visions — the ‘810" authorisation that explic-
itly restricts US companies from manufac-

NPCIL and other state-owned companies
such as NTPC Ltd and N.muml Aluminium
Company Ltd (NALCO|

2010 ACT: The CMI Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act, had sought to create a mecha-

turing any nuckear
any nuchear design work uu(sadc of the US.
The 123 Agreement provided for “full civil

nism to victims for a possible
nuclear accident, and allocate lability and
specify procedures for compensation,

nuclear fear
reactors and aspects of the associated nu-
(Icarhxlry(klrxludmgmkhmrnund re-

These p! have been cited as an
impediment by foreign players such as GE-
Hitachi and Westinghouse to investing in
India, primarily on the grounds that the leg-
islation channelised operators’ liability to

processing”,
The '810° provision — Part 810 of Title 10,
Code of Federal the US Atormic

Energy Act of 1954 — allows American nu-

suppliers,
Foreign vendors have flagged this as a

clear power
such as India under some strict safeguards,
but restricts them I'mm manufacturing any

vision, but New Delhi
offer only an assurance,
The concem on the American side is that

willing to

nuclear equi any nu-
clear design work: numdc of the US.
This authorisation is essentially a non-

to invest in India’s nuclear sec-
tor amid apprehensions of incurring future
liability,

Hope for partnership for SMRs

Why SMRs matter to India

SMRs — reactors with a capacity of
J0MWe (megawatt electric) to 300 MWe per
unit — are increasingly seen as important for
nuclear energy to remain a commercially
competitive option in the future.

India s pushing for a leadership position
in this small reactor space, both as a way of
fulfilling its commitment to clean energy
transition, and of bundling SMRs as a tech-
nology-led foreign policy pitch.

Cumnny twoSMR pmmhaw rudwd

globalty. The Akad
Lomonosov floating power unit in Russia,
which has two modules of 35 MWe, started
commercial operation in May 2020, The
other,a demonstration SMR project called
HTR-PM in China that was grid-connected
inDecember 2021, i reparted to have started

On the SMR deal, India's Dy of

commerc in 2023,

epapev.lndlanexme”m -. .

plore the possibility of a trade agreement
carlier too. The US-led 14-member Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework for
Prasperity (IPEF), of which India is part,
could not agree on the “trade pillar” as it
did not offer tariff reductions or increased
market access to the US market.

L 8750187501

While exports of electronic and engi-

ports such as gems and jewellery and gar-
ments have remained largely unchanged.

Over the past five years, India's imports
from the US have grown at a slower pace
than its exports. US exports to India rose
to $42.19 billion in 2023-24 from $35.81
billion in 2019-20. Mineral fuels was the
largest segment, followed by precious and
semi-precious stones, nuclear reactors,
electrical machinery, and aircraft and parts,
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Restricted zone: The West Bengal government has put up barricades so that people don't approach the confluence of the Ganga and the sea ﬁom d»e front of the K.Apll Muni temple. DEBASISH BHADURI

Pilgrims meet climate
change on an island

The impact of rising sea levels is visible at the annual Gangasagar Mela on Sagar Island in West Bengal's Sundarbans. Here, soil erosion is threatening the
Kapil Muni temple as the sea creeps inland, finds Shiv Sahay Singh. Meanwhile, the State government accuses the Centre of non-cooperation on funding

n January 12, several Ministers of the

West Bengal government gathered at

a conference room on Sagar Island,

situated at the mouth of the Bay of

Bengal ~ lhc southernmost np of the State - to

brief persons on t for the

Gangasagar Mela 2025, lakhs of pilgrims visit

the island every year to participate in the reli-

gious fair and take a dip at the confluence of the

Ganga and the sea on the occasion of Makar

Sankranti on January 4. The site is considered
sacred and is home to the Kapil Muni temple.

Biswas, the seniormost among the Mi-

nisters, who holds the Power, Housing, and

Sports and Youth Affairs portfolios, quipped

that an old Bengali saying has changed with the

times. “‘Sab tirtha haar baar, Gangasagar ek

baar (Visit all places of pilgrimage again and

again, but go to Gangasagar only once)’ has

changed to ‘Gangasagar baar baar (Visit Ganga-

sagar again and again)’," he said.

Sagar Island, situated about 120 km from the
State apnal Knlk:ta. is the largest island in the

with a I of
around two Iakh as per the 2011 Census. Reach-
ing the once-remote island involves navigating
the mighty Muriganga river. Now, there are fre-
quent ferry services mainly due to the initiative
of the Mamata Banerjee-led government, which
has made the religious event a key part of the
Trinamool Congress’s outreach efforts.

During (he press conference, the Minister

the G Mela
and the ongoing Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh. He questioned the lack of support
from the Union government towards the event
in West Bengal and highlighted the footfall at the
Gangasagar Mela, with about 42 lakh pilgrims
visiting the iskand between January 1 and 12,

There were no answers to queries on how
much was spent from the State's coffers this
year for the event, Last year's expenses came up
to around 250 crore. Hosting the mela involves
setting up thousands of tents and barricades, in-
stalling puhbc announcement systems, and
making security to ac
commodate the large number of pilgrims,

After the press conference, a group of jour-
nalists approached Bankim Chandra Hazra, the
T5+year-old Minister for Sundarban Affairs, over
the issue of erosion. The school teacher-turned-
politician, who has represented the Sagar As-
sembly seat for the past two decades, said softly,
“The sea is just 470 metres from the Kapil Muni
temple. About 10 years ago, it was 1,500 metres
away. The average tidal surge, which is 4.6
metres during high tide, increases to 7.6 metres
at the beach in front of the temple.”

He added that the only hope of arresting ero-
sion is a proposed ¥4,100-crore project between
the World Bank and the West Bengal govern-
ment. The project aims to strengthen the em-
bankments across 52 inhabited islands in the
Sundarbans, with the World Bank bearing 70%
of the cost and the State government covering
the remaining 30%.

National vs local

As dusk falls on Sagar Island, the crowd at the
Gangasagar Mela swells, the pitch of announce-
ments for lost individuals gets shriller, and the
site bustles with energy. The Kapil Muni temple

w - »

The sea s
Just 470
metres from
the temple.
About 10
years ago.

It was 1500
metres
away. The
average
tidal surge,
which is

4.6 metres
during

high tide.
Increases
7.6 metres at
the beach
in front of
the temple
BANKIM
CHANDRA
HAZRA

Minlster for

is illuminated with rows of bright lights. Lights
from three triangular structures of the temple
fall on the waters where the river meets the sea,
However, pilgrims are barred from accessing
the beach, which has been severely eroded.
Two roads running through the beach, connect-
ing the temple and the confluence, have been
closed. The beach in front of the temple, which
had gentle slopes and white sands gradually
meeting the waves, has become a sea of mud.

Pilgrims now assemble for the holy dip on
beaches about a kilometre from the temple,
where rows of boats bring in fish to be dried and
sold. This year, the auspicious time for the dip
was declared by priests as between 6.58 a.m. on
Makar Sankranti and 6.58 a.m. on January 15. By
January 13 afternoon, sadhus begin arriving for
the annual pilgrimage; Naga sadhus opted to at-
tend the Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj this year.

Swami Nischalananda Saraswati, the Shanka-
racharya of Puri, is among the seniormost
monks to arrive at the Gangasagar Mela well be-
fore the auspicious hour. Emphasising the pil-
grimage's religious significance, he asserts
it is no less than that of the Kumbh Mela. “What
can be more significant than a place where the
Ganga meets the sea? | have been coming here
for the past 30 years. In no way is the signifi-
cance of the mela less than any national mela,”
he tells devotees and a group of journalists.

Sitting in a decorated tent next to the eroded
beach, the Shankaracharya engages in discus-
sions on religion and politics with his followers.
He also endorses the proposal of the West Ben-
gal government that the annual pilgrimage be
accorded national mela status.

“[Prime Minister Narendra] Modi does not
have mamata (compassion) towards Chief Mi-
nister Mamata [Banerjee),” he says. However,
the next moment, the Shankaracharya appears
upset with the State government over its plans
to build a Lord Jagannath (emple near Digha
beach modelled after the one in Puri, Odisha.

The Shankaracharya also woices concerns
about erosion threatening the Kapil Muni tem-
ple and says trees were cut down to create in-

frastructure for the mela. “Who is thinking
about climate change? Everyone wants develop-
ment, but at what cost?” he says.

Climate change experts believe that large-
scale construction on Sagar Island'’s ecologically
fragile beaches has worsened erosion.

Tuhin Ghosh, a professor at Jadavpur Univer-
sity’s School of Oceanographic Studies, says,
“There were sand dunes and vegetation fol-
lowed by a flat beach about 30 years ago. Gra-
dually, the vegetation and undulations were
cleared and made flat for extension of the mela
ground. Since these barriers were done away
with, the attacks of waves have increased.”

Experts, includ-

ing Ghosh, point

” out that most con-
structions for the

our houses. We had to stay in cyclone relief shel-
ters for days and weeks,” she says. Whenever a
cyclone approaches, the family has to leave pets
behind and most of them die when the village
gots . “I have regular arguments with
my mother-in-law. 1 tell her 1 do not want to rear
chicken " Mehrun at the
coop next to the pond and a couple of chickens
that walk around her house.

A few houses away lives Bilasini Bar, 37, who
is chopping pumpkin for lunch. Her home has
no concrete roof. Her 19-year-old son dropped
out of school a few years ago. Like Mehrun, Bar
is worried that when the next cyclone strikes,
she will have to move with her goats. “We have
to work daily to feed ourselves. The mela means
nothing much to us,” she says.

Saddam Gazi, 26, stays with his mother Sakila
Bibi in a house that is hardly 50 metres from the
sea. A graduate in English from Sagar Mahavi-
dyalaya, Gazi works as a pathology technician
and collects blood samples from the island to
make a living.

A cricket enthusiast, Gazi says rising sea levels
are reducing employment opportunities for the
youth on the island, and many of them have to
migrate to other States for work. No one wants
to set up a business on land that may be sub-
merged. A few years ago, a concrete embank-
ment was erected, clearing the mangroves, but
this was washed away by cyclones, leaving the
people more exposed to the sea.

Now, between the sea and the modest houses
of Mehrun, Bar, and Gazi is an earthen embank-
ment. It is covered with geotextiles, which are
synthetic materials used in construction. The lo-
cal fishermen have spread their fishing nets on it
to dry. The smell of dried fish fills the air.

Dipak Maity, 42, a fisherman, says the admi-
nistration has prohibited them from taking mo-
torised fishing boats into the water from January
5 to 20 on account of the heavy movement of pil-
grims across the water.

Along one corner of the earthen embank-
ment, a few mangrove trees stand and fisher-
men leave their boats in their shade.

“When the embankments were made a few
years ago, all the mangroves were cut to make
way for big vehicles. The areas behind the man-
groves have remained unaffected by the tidal
surge,” Maity says, highlighting the importance
of natural barriers.

Centre vs State

As Makar Sankranti draws to a close, the State
government starts patting itself on the back. Bis-
was claims that the number of pilgrims has
crossed 85 lakh. By January 15, the government
pegs the number of pilgrims who visited the is-
land over the past two weeks at 1.10 crore. The
Minister describes the event as the “best mela in
the country”. A similar number of pilgrims had
visited the island last year too, the State govern-
ment says.

But the ecological stress of so many people
visiting the site weighs heavily on Hazra, who
once again talks to a group of journalists on why
erosion prevention measures do not work in
front of the Kapil Muni temple. “Geotextiles,
which are useful in other places on Sagar Island,
are not working here as waves directly hit the
coastline,” he explains.

RTI activist Biswanath Goswami, who is at the
mela, casts doubts on the claim that one crore
people visited the island in 2024. He cites data
provided in response to an RTI query, which re-
veal that only around 4.57 lakh vessel tickets
were sold from January 10 to 16 last year. The on-
ly way to reach the island is by boat.

Many political observers see the Trinamool
Congress government pushing for organising
the G Mela and building temples as a

“soft Hindutva push” to counter the Bharatiya
Janata Party, its main political opponent in the
State, which relies on “polarisation of voters on
mlq;ums lines as an electoral strategy”.

“It is part of the identity politics of Trinamool
Congress, It promates religious events and gath-
erings such as Gangasagar Mela on Sagar Island
and Kumbh Mela at Tribeni in Hooghly. This has
wnrlucd{wrthepanym'hcpau 13 years," says

When the embankments 't'a']d’ viciats Gosy-
were made a few years Zone provisions,
ago, all the mangrove which  prohibit
trees were cut to make building  within
way for big vehicles, 500 metres of the
‘The areas behind the high tide line.
mangrove trees have
remained unaffected 2:';::“2‘0";::‘":;“
by the tidal surge the din of the mela
DIPAK MAITY is ki
A fisherman an Sagar Islind village, where pe-
ople have borne

the brunt of rising sea levels and frequent cy-
clones. The afternoons are quiet as women cook
lunch and the fishermen repair nets.

Mehrun Bibi's house is located almost on the
edge of the sea. The sound of waves lashing
against the land can be heard in the afternoon.
Despite several attempts with a small net, the
39year-old does not find any fish in her pond. “1
still have to cook some rice and there is no fish.
Maybe it is because of the increase in salinity."

Living on the edge of the island with the sea is
scary, Mehrun says. She recalls the last major cy-
clones: Yaas (May 2021), Remal (May 2024), and
Dana (October 2024). “They pushed us out of

Afis b Is

Bis ty, p of Political
Science at szmdra Bharati University.

The Chief Minister, while overseeing arrange-
ments for the Gangasagar Mela, had addressed a
government event on Sagar Island on January 6.
She appealed to the Kapil Muni temple trust to
allocate funds for constructing concrete em-
bankments to prevent rising seawater from
reaching the temple.

“The Centre gives thousands of crores of ru-
pees for the Kumbh Mela. The Centre does not
give any money for the Gangasagar Mela. They
do not even look at Gangasagar. All arrange
ments at Gangasagar are made by us,” she said.

The priests of the temple, however, are con-

cerned that if the erosion continues, the temple
will cease to exist.

Mnly close: The Kapil Muni temple is just 470 metres from the sea; |ngm pilgrims trudge through marshy land to reach the confluence during the Gangasagar Mela on Sagar Isund DEBASISH BHAD LS
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A NEW COMPACT

With emphasis on self-interest, flair for deal—making. Modi
and Trump set Indiaand USona pmmxsmg path

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
THE ROBOT UPRISING IS COMING! DON'T
WORRY, THEY'LL GET TIRED OF OUR INEFFICIENCY
AND GIVE UP EVENTUALLY. — DoUGLAS ADAMS

Mission accomplished

PM Modi and his team should be smiling
on their way back from the US

KANTI BAJPAL

THE MEETING BETWEEN Narendra Modi
and Donald Trump went about as well as it

URING T NISTER India and the could. While the shadow of friction points
wias evident, it did not mar the visit. This is
l:,::lsuu esubhshed an ambmnus a;mda to deepen their hnh::: 1ot terribly surprising because high-level
2 = are carefully ¢ in
" N terms of final outcomes, and discordant
had cast But Thursday’s summit notes are suppressed or finessed. With
tion to reduce differences and deepen the agenda of cooperation. The unveiling of a new Trump, there is, of course, always the riskof
COMPACT (Catalysi iti Military P ip, Act Commerce & the unexpected, but the Indian side can
Technology) s likely to become the for a high-quality ip betv mwwﬂ;‘i’tmmﬂ"“ﬂ!hm'y

Py t . o p o mission accomj
e Sbrioks d . i Apendy’ What ae the key takeaways orIndia?
and Trump gib With Trump India  joine the prior-

later this Modi™ ic agility i i ignil in US domestic ities
and fore icy must now be proactive from inistri are secret Itis wseful to
Modi and Trump exhibited finesse in il issue of illegal i India look at what is upfront in a joint statement
i ified illegal immi US, while i i pe for clues. The statement features six areas:
P N ki - . Py Defence, trade and investment, energy, tech-
On N d T“.‘“'fs ati;\.uand people-to-people (P2P}, in that
e torkny order. It is safe to say that the first three ar-
and eas are key.

students. i P IS. with Trump The Foreign Secretary’s “special brief-

mmr'mgmmmmwnuﬂ!(hlﬁmdsmim%mmnﬁ

ing” to the media more or less followed the
sarmudermmnso(ﬂwuusul’ag!e—

The Prime Minister got a
warm embrace from the US

Indias “abuse of tariffs” reflects. ment.th % o President and met key
mmmm&mmwmwmu@mmmmm in his remarks, multilateral cooperation figures friendly to India such
services, As Trump prepares to impose reciprocal tariffs by spring, he has provided India came last — significant because Trump's as Elon Musk_ Tulsi
wﬁthempnmmlymmma'&n’tnd: xrmmmﬂtmnulhsm America is focused on transactional bilat- ( abbard, and Vivek
of achieving $500 bilkon i eral relati and ious of or in- 4
by 2030, different toregional and i part- y. Trump
nerships. As a result, almost cvcry!hmg in n:h'amcd fmm embarrassing
its protectionist policies. mn':‘:;:‘;“;u‘_""?‘“‘""" sectionwas India over tariffs, though
In contrast to the and trade, Modi and Trump The big friction pol ints going into the higher tariffs on Indian
found opportunities to enhance bilateral ties. For instance, in the energy sector. India, a meeting were trade and immigration: products will likely soon kick
l'ﬂiJﬂ' II'WW"’ JSas asij India's large trade surplus on the back of in. The areas of ¢

high qnﬂ's. and the status of illegal Indian

satisfied with how both these were treated
in the joint statement. In essence, the US

avoided ing India on tariffs publicly.

d ion in the nuclear energy sector, which
ival. On defence, USarms,and the US. Delh
Trump is ready to review existing restrictions on defence technology transfers to India.
S gt
in the Indo-Pacific East.
fora iccompact

dMod‘s hxduﬁm"pnlmand‘rnnnps *“America First™ approach. Witha

The road ahead seems to be to find a way
to reduce the surplus through a multisec-
toral trade agreement to be concluded by
the fall of 2025.

As for illegal migration, the two sides
ag:udﬂmltrywwld"agltssivrly'wm-

faclhlzn: n—thzmdd a;gmvely"wr

the US will co-produce Al-enabled un-
manned systems for underwater domain
awareness. Not mentioned in the official
statements, but featured in Trump’s re-
marks, is also the promise to consider selling
India the F-35 combat aircraft.

Secondly, partly to deal with the Indian

and the

focus on networks btmganlndun prefer-

mkmesimenmbdhnhamiway
thatthe US

tinue with student visas, visas for profes-

sionals, and legal migration. If India pressed

dmpmmabandtmmum frecently

the US. The Foreign Secretary suggested the
increase would be from about $15to $25 bil-
lion *in the near future”. Beyond this, India
will continue to improve the civil liability
framework to enable US help in building
both large and small modular reactors.
Finally, nested in the section on technol-

anditgot
ing the visit.

A third potential friction point was the
£ : 2=

ogy and i beyond all the usual
words on developing semiconductors, Al,
biotech, and space cooperation, is an agree-

mentto launch asmltgc Mineral Recovery

a

initiative to recover key
suchas i

senior
wmus:snodmgnutmmcnktynf
every American”. This was in response to a
«question on whether Trump would raise the
FannmmwlﬂlModLhtnsnuhbnd—

coal mining.
oil and gas. Critical minerals are vital eco-
nomic and military resources, and China is
very well endowed.

Modi's visit was both symbolically and

ing, joint
statement’s mdnmnthxbuh sldcswuuld
dealwith*

productive. The Prime
Minister got a warm embrace from the US
President and met key figures friendly to
lndn such as Elon Musk, Tulsi Gabbard, and

ignty -
‘This takes into account the US concems over
the Pannun case and India's concerns over
anti-India protests and separatist activities
inAmerica.
Beyond the management of friction
points, the visit was notable for
three

F
ahead are solid ones to

deepen — defence, trade and
investment, energy,
and technology.

The first was a new 10-year defence part-
nership agreement to be signed later this
year. As part of this, India will get the Javelin
anti-tank missile, Stryker combat vehicles,
and maore P-81 maritime patrol aircraft. Plus,

over tariffs, though hl;hﬂ tariffs on Indian
products will Illn.-ly soon kick in. The areas
of cooperation ahead are solid ones to
deepen - defence, trade and investment, en-
ergy,and Itdmol:gy

The Prii
be smiling on their way home.

The writer is Wilmar Professor of Asian
Studies and vice dean, Research and
Development, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, National University of Singapore

aflair for king, Modi and Trump may have set India
and the US on a promising path.

FACING THE WEATHER

Latest edition of Global Climate Risk Index makes a strong case
for building climate resilience across national borders

LITTLE ENGLAND, GREAT BRITAIN

Those protesting Bengali signboards in London must know they can’t have both

ROHAN MANOJ

ASTMONTH, THE World Economic
et kit i KURTAS, SALWAR, IMITATION jewellery, gol
N runni mate impact indexes Y.
‘and - Mo, one ol the worldsl hwﬂ ing d,_ = ﬁ gappe, jackfruit hanging from hooks. Is
this Sarojini Nagar market? The thought
extreme weather 1993 and 2022 may strike you before beating
the Global CRILIt flood: and cyclones claimed just as sudden a retreat when you see
mare than 7,65, this period. The sur 2006 by the the pnces It's Whitechapel in London,
. A cpseipet jalfrezi than Jack
g " the Ripper.

treme than $4 trillic -adjusted ). The report

ans o in10 4 2 = 1993 alnd 2022 “‘: You'll see one of the biggest mosques

bund!mjnuyllvmﬂ!mm-amdmmymﬂuspmud

phase of cimate

chang saysdrmmddayzdmnlhhmmdnsmhmymcmlwt:m-

in Western Europe, and a bit further
down the road, an underground — literally
— Somalian restaurant with Old Delhi
vnbes ‘where you can eat something

offa plate. There's the

Last January
132 elsitis pruw.-rblal Brick Lane and, perhaps in-
175 & P While all evitably, a fish-and-chip shop called Jack
vulner ek
a&pmlhrrvagms.dmmm#amdmmmwtw“n:nmzm— thlmkaMsmhmg
ter the world, “where cts are felt most acutely.” Climate change particularly out of place about a sign
makes “early i i i likely," the CRI poi Itlists the ing the local tube station’s name in
i top nine both English and Bengali. Nor is there any-
‘The picture painted in the CRIis, however, not uniformiy grim. It makes a special men- thing surprising about an MP from
tion of climate ion projects such as s Heat Action Plan. However,the Nige! Farage’s Reform Party complaining
" SR 4 about it. Elon Musk sticking his oar in is
k it speaks of practically a given.
hrngerd On the surface, Lhcreslh!ulddtbateuf
Mmmhmhmhwaddmxﬁmmmk&mmmﬂ- i versus muln.
droughts, cyclones i ly into
aknmunesawnrnmuﬂwbn am:crm.orhm-w-- i thy i culture, or can these cultures
for instance. The i ion of the dli thrive ilomdz each other?

FUTURE OF FRAUD

Deepfakes in the UK university system might just be awarning
of what is to come in digital interaction

But wi
cultural pohucs underlying it — ﬂmuﬂhe
British, or rather, English right's war on
l.nndon Think Londonistan, add a couple

v iti in Brexit, and
the knotty qucsnon of English-versus-
British identity.

Set against the nativist imagination is

Among those who call
themselves English rather
than British, only a third say
the country’s diversity is an
important part of their
identity. Among those who
describe themselves as more
British than English, the
figure is two-thirds, the
survey added. If you grow up
in England as the child of
immigrants, can you really
be English? It depends on
who you ask.

London’s historical reality: That of a bustling
port city that has always hosted

c!mWhi:andEr@'Bh—snEllgishnatim-

from across the oceans, some of whom set-
tled dnwn — from the legwmnes il’ld

London that never really existed. The impe-
rial

elides

gion, who rubbed shoulders with lht
anns inRoman Lnnd:mum, mtht]rwlsh

to the East India Companys lascars, Ihen:
were those who played important roles in
British society and politics, from William

Little England and Creat Britain at the
same time,

This tension has a parallel in people's
self-identification — whether they see

Cuffay, the sonofa d Black
man from the West Indies and an
;. /ho settled in London and

became aleader of the Chartist

as more “"English” or “British”,
A 2018 BBC survey found that 61 per cent
of people who ducribed themselves as

inthe mid- 19th century, to myriad Irishmen
and women of all social strata.
Whitechapel and East London more
have their own history of working-
class Irish immigrants who came in the
wake of the Potato Famine, as well as
Easu:m Europeans and Russian Jews — all
pot be-

ﬁ:re the Bangladeshis.

White d to declare their English
identity”, whereas the figure for those from
ethnic minority groups was only 32 per
cent. On the other hand, t of
the BME (Black and Minority Ethnic) popu-
lation strongly identified as British."The
Ex@shld:mlymmmsas mcxduslve
clusive. Among those who call thzmselves
English rather than British, only a third sa'y

The 19th century saw London
itself from the mercantile capital of
Napoleon's “shopkeepers™ to a self- -con-

the country
of their identity. Anmngnmwmdcscrbe
lhemulve_s as more British than English,

sciously imperial city, full of
monuments fit to bear the White Man’s
Burden; the detritus of empire is strewn all
about today.
And
tre was a certain cosmopolitanism — as it
was in Rome, Constantinople or Delhi for
that matter, so it was in London. After this
came the great waves of post-imperial mi-
gration that shaped the demography and
debates of today.
London has hardly ever been 100 per

beingani al

thirds,” the survey added.
Ifyou grow upin England as the child of im-
migrants, can you really be English? It de-
pends on who you ask.

Such an exclusive vision of the nation
would struggle to swallow a multicultural
British London. Therefore, the latter’s his-
tory must be erased, its diversity smoothed
out and its many tongues cut out if it is to
be the capital of England (not Britain).

rohan.m@expressindia.com

HE SPECTRE OF the UK Enroly,a
W
of the applicati i it “future of
fraud”. hlhnmwrws,appﬁanlsampnsedamnesur indo i
Enmlysphlim'mxs used to screen i asa part of issuing
their of. e for studies (CAS) certi -a ite for issuing
student visa: thing and the ability to com-

That's where th ome in.

A small number of those aspiring to study in the UK have attempted to use deepfake
mdmmmmdﬂnm&xpnhapsm fraud"spaksnfhm’ls—
sues. Alarge-scale study by the Universi

is widely prevalent in the UK. How an aspirant uu’x and rounds
ity Given this,an ldb ing adigital that re-
embl elf is a social mobii ic. S ch is now on-

line, what is labelled the “future of fraud™ might just be the future of digital interaction.
N i . L g

bout and

Whatdo
ity? Dealing with

missions and visas it rai
AL &

about accents. board:

FEBRUARY 15,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

DEFECTION LAW

THEANTI-DEFECTION BILL, passed by the two
Houses of Parli i need not
h--n- e Law

compiled by the National Institute of
G : s :

tem, andadry portare some of the major sug-

hos-
pitals in the city, The death rate is so high, ex-
plain doctors, because the patients are usu-
awmw:mﬂmnamdm:dwd

itwell
mr!irﬂ!blllmbemtmhwmmﬂ

ﬂm‘ﬂtalxn-gmmmm&us

it recen  assent, doctor
Mﬁmsqfﬂ!ml:{m&sd?aﬂhmcmm
state legislatures will have to make rules. RELOCATION PLAN

MENINGITIS DEATHS

MENIM.’.I'I‘BHASCLAIMEDSZM&MU
betv Sand 14 years of age, in

them.

Delh: since January, according to statistics

epaper.indianexpresscom BB B

RFSI RICTION OF DELHI'S rapid

for Delhi With a perspective of planning up
o0 2001, the plan was laid on the table of the
Delhi Metropolitan Council. .

NEw CBI DIRECTOR

MOHAN KATRE, SPECIAL DGP, Maharashtra,
has been appointed director of the CBI, New
Delhi. He is the third senior officer from

tobe i in the Home

" SB Ch

"" al as Home Minister. Ram Pradhan, who was

prwmnlwamscwcrmdekmmyi:r dlelseumrymu:smrmmmt.has
sys- as a Uni .

bl | BN | |
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PAPER WITH PASSION

US U-turn on Ukraine war

Trump and Putin have agreed to negotiate an end to the Ukraine war, a

move that could have far-reaching implications for global peace and tade

Putin and that is now showing in the policy shift of the US. The US stance on

The US President Trump has had a good relations with Russian President Viadimir

the Ukraine war now seems to be taking a U-turn as in all ikelihood the US would
now go soft on Russia and leave Ukraine in the coid. In a significant geopolitical devel-
opment, US President Donald Trump and Russian President Viadimir Putin have agreed
to initiate negotiations aimed at ending the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. This move marks
anotable shiftin US foreign policy and has elicited varied reactions globally. President
Trump held a 90-minute phone conversation with President Putin, discussing a range
of topics, with a primary focus on the situation in Ukraine. Following the call, Trump
announced that both Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy had expressed
a willingness to pursue peace, leading to the initiation of negotiations to end the war.
Trump indicated that these talks would commence immediately, with a potential meet-

by a potential US withdrawal. The

ing with Putin in Saudi Arabia In the near future
Ukrainian and European leaders have expressed con-
cerns about being sidelined in the negotiations and
the potential for unfavourable concessions.

The decision by the US to engage directly with Russla
has raised questions about a potential shiftin its sup-
port for Ukraine. By recognising Ukraing's NATO mem-
bership as ‘impractical’ and the return of Russian-
occupled territories as ‘ilusionary,” the US appears
to be moving away from its previous stance of iso-
lating Russia. This shift has led to concerns that

Ukraine may be left in a precarious position, espe-

clally if European allies are unable to fill the void left
announcement of potential peace talks has had imme-

diate effects on global markets. European stock markets have shown optimism, with
Indices such as Spain’s Ibex 35 reaching new highs. Oil prices have also declined,
with Brent crude falling below $75 per barrel, as traders anticipate a relaxation of sanc-
tions on Russian producers. However, uncertainties remain. Analysts caution that while
a de-escalation could stabilise energy and food markets, the specifics of any agree-
ment will determine the long-term impacts. The agricultural sector, in particular, is
closely monitoring the situation, given that Russia and Ukraine together account for
a significant portion of global wheat exports. A resolution to the conflict could ease

ints, but logl

supply

and infrastructure damage In Ukraine may

continue to pose obstacles. India, as a major importer of commodities like sunflower
oll, stands to be affected by these developments. A potential end to the conflict could
lead to more predictable trade flows and possibly lower prices for key imports. While
Trump- Putin negotiations it offers a glimmer of hope for peace, the potential shifts
in alliances and the impacts on global markets warrant careful consideration by all

stakeholders Involved.

Kumbh Mela: The catalyst for

Gandhrt’s freedom struggle

HAJDEEP PATHAK

It was at this grand confluence of faith and politics that Gandhi fully grasped
his growing influence, reinforcing his resolve for satyagraha

ne of the most
notable episodes in
the history of the
Kumbh Mela
occurred in 1915
when Mahatma Gandhi visited
the Haridwar gathering shortly
after returning from South Africa
after twenty-one years. Gopal
Krishna Gokhale, Gandhi polit
Ical mentor, had advised him to
undertake a nationwide tour to
understand India soclo-political
landscape before formulating his
strategies - and plunging himself
Into the dynamics of the freedom
movement. It was during this tour
that Gandhi decided to attend the
Kumbh, primarily to visit
Mahatma Munshiram at his
Gurukul in Rishikesh and to
oversee the activities of the
Servants of Indla Society.
While Gandhi’s views on various
Issues such as cleanliness and san
itation, including that of commu
nal harmony were critical - which
Gandhi distinctly mentions in this
autoblography too - his brief
polllluﬁ cbut at Haridwar
Kumbh Mela pointed towards the
necessity of bridging the commu
nal divide to achieve a more con
sclentious goal for freedom,
Gandhi was also awestruck, not
only by the overwhelming crowds

which 1 could call my own. 1
was followed even to the
bathing ghat by these darshan
seckers, nor did they leave me
alone whilst T was having my

meals. Thus, it was in
Haridwar that I realised what
a deep impression my humble
services in South Africa had
mude throughout the whole of
Indin”®

The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar
proved to be a pivotal moment
in shaping Mahatma Gandhi's
sense of purpose and his even-
tual entry into the political
arena of Indias freedom move

ment. This d d his real

but also by the chaos, supensti
and lack of hyglene. He noted the
rampant disregard for ceanliness,
which tarnished the sanctity of
the event

"The banks of the Ganga, a sym
bol of purity, were z‘ﬂl«) by
human waste and negligence, he

Afomign davetee during the Matsibumbh Mals 2025, in Prayagry

Ll

d in his speeches decades
later, In 1947, remembering his
Kumbh experience, Gandhi
remarked, “We must ensure that
our religious gatherings become
sanctuaries of cleanliness and
serenity, not breeding grounds for
disease and disorder!

It was also here in Haridwar that
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
first grasped the profound impact
his humble efforts in South Africa
had on Bharat’s people. Reflecting
on this experience, he wrote in
The Story of My Experiments
with Truth: “My business was
mostly to keep sitting in the tent,
giving darshan and L(nldlng reli
glous and other discussions with
numerous pilgrims who called on
me. This left me not a minute

WazirX hack exposes crypto risks:

A call for stringent regulations

Such cyberattacks expose regulatory gaps across jurisdictions and underscore

Ul
SOUNDARARAJAN

the need for investor protection and the need for stricter crypto regulations

1 the 2023 G20 Summit
A‘undn Indias presiden

cy, world economies
pledged to create a global reg:
ulatory framework for cryp-
to assets, While each country
must establish Its regulations,
international collaboration is
equally important.
‘R\u need {t:‘n both domestic
and global regulatory (rame
works is exemplified by the
recent WazirX case, which
underscores the urgency of
addressing vulnerabilities in
the crypto ecosystem. WazirX,
one of Indiay leading cryp
tocurrency exchanges, suf
fered a cyberattack in July
2024 by the North Korean
hacker group Lazarus, This
has been confirmed by a joint
statement issued by the gov
emments of the United States,
Japan and South Korea and
the three countries have
pledged to collaborate to
counter this,
In India, the attack has raised
concerns about cybersecurity
risks and the reliability of
custodial exchanges. Custodial
exchanges, where assets are
held centrally pose significant
risks, as evidenced by this
cyber-attack. This episode has
exposed broader systemic
risks and has revived the con

versation about a regulatory
intervention into the entire
crypto ecosystem in the coun

asset rebalancing exercise,
which ensures hack victims
will receive B5 per cent of their
portfolio value as of July 18,
2024, Following the breach,
WazirX faced a significant
shortfall in ERC-20 tokens,
leaving it unable to fully cover
user balances, Since matchi
individual token losses woul
be complex and impractical,
l!nc p{upmcd Scheme aims to

try. App tely 4.4 million
users were affected.

The Anatomy of a Crypto
Crisis WazirX's holding com
pany, Zettai Pre Lid, is based
In Singapore, meaning any
legal recourse must go

avatlable assets equi
tably among all creditors,
based on their claim values at
the time of the attack,

']h“ 1. lard 1 valuat

Scheme includes the issuance
of Recovery Tokens (RTs),
which would give creditors a
stake in future platform prof

its and assets. If the Scheme Iy
rejected, WazirX may face
lquidation, which wnuiil like-
ly erode value, force the sale
of assets at distressed prices
and drag out the recovery
process for years with uncer

taln outcomes,

The Way Forward

WazieX’s restructuring plan
represents a bold approach to
crisls management, prioritis

ing i dlate user recovery

approach ensures fairness and
transparency and has been
1 .

through $ s regulato
ry channels, even though over
95 per cent of WazirX’ users
were Indian investors.
In response to the crisis,
WazirX introduced a
Restructuring Scheme almed
at user recovery and long
term operational stability. The
proposed scheme promises
uicker asset recovery, profit
sharing mech and

Pf by the Singay
court,
The Scheme of Armangement

The Scheme of Arrangement
I:mmhr\ o offer a legally

inding path to recovery,
ensuring equitable treatment
of all creditors, regardless of
the size of their claims or the
type of cryptocurrency they
hold. This approach takes an

operational changes. Last
month, WazirX received
approval from the Singapore
High Court to propose its
Scheme of Arrangement to
creditors,  Additionally,
WazirX recently completed its

lit stance, providing
all users with a fair opportu
nity to recover thelr assets.
The restructuring and resolu
tion process will only proceed
with the approval of a major
ity of uum:mm To enhance
recovery prospects, the

Jounder, The Policy

and laying the groundwork for
a more resilient crypto ecosys

tem. However, the broader les

son from this case Is the
urgent need for a robust reg

ulatory framework for vietu

al digital assets in India, Asthe
G20 emphasised, global coop-

eration and regulatory consis

tency are key to addressing the
risks in the crypto ecosystem.
India must develop a compre

hensive latory framework
to better protect investors and
mitigate future risks, ensuring
the country’s preparcdness
for a rapidly evolving digital
economy.

(The writer is CEO & Co

'y Consensus
Centre; views are personal)

isation that the people of India
looked :r to him, not just as
aspiritual figure, but as a leader
capable of addressing the
nation’s struggles.

This realisation planted the
seeds of confidence and
responsibility within Gandhi,
inspiring him to expand his
mission of service and truth to
the broader cause of Indias lib
eration - which resulted in his
first non-violent satyagraha
in 1917 in Champaran, Bihar,
The overwhelming response
he received at the Kumbh
Mela reinforced his belief in
the power of collective action
and solidified his resolve to
dedicate his life to the fight for
Indias freedom.

It is wlso fascinating to note that
Mahatma Gandhis visit to
Haridwar and his entry into
the political arena coincided
with a landmark moment in
history - the All India Hindu
Mahasabha formation during

the Kumbh Mela. In April
1915, amidst the spiritual fer
vour of the Haridwar Kumbh,
Gandhi joined luminaries such
as Swami Shraddhanand,
Pandit  Madan Mohan
Malaviya, and other visionar.
ies at the inaugural conference
of the Sarvadeshak (All India)
Hindu Sabha, marking a piv
otal chapter in Indias socio
political awakening, Gandhi's
participation at the Kumbh
was also available to British

intelligence, who had made
THE KUMBH MELA  records - now available in the
Reglonal State Archives.

AT HA’;LD(;A\;QS The colonial period intro
duced a fresh perspective to
the Kumbh ]Mril‘:, with

TOBEA European observers chroni

cling its magnificence and

PIVOTAL adding valuable historical con

MOMENT IN text. Fascinated by the

immense scale and diversity of

Y

SHAPING  the pilgrimage, the British left

behind detalled records that

MAHATMA provide significant insights

ANDHI'S  into the evolution of the Maha

G § Kumbh Mela which also can

SENSE OF be found in the well-docu

mented writings of James

PURPOSE Prinsep, a British colonial
Al HIS administrator.

I h referri Th

t i worth referring to The

EVENTUAL Sunday Guardian’s article,

Beyond Faith: How Kumbh

ENTRY INTO THE Mela Reshapes the Course of

POLITICAL History, which hlrhlm!\u the

Kumbh Melas role in Indias

ARENA OF independence movement. A

g 1920 British intelligence doc

INDIA'S ument, displayed at the

FREEDOM  Allahabad Museum, reveals a

| ing d
pivotal 1918 meeting during
MOVEMENT  the Mela. This mecting adopt

ed a memorial supportin
political reforms, demande
Panchayats, permanent set
tlements, and tenant protec
tions, and founded the UP
Peasants Association. Led by
Pt Madan Mohan Malviya, the
association grew to 450
branches, fostering unity
Jlli)ﬂu peasants N\l' (1"“““’\“
zamindar dominance.
The Sunday Guardian further
highlights the pivotal role of
the Kumbh Mela in shaping
India’s post-independence
democracy, particularly during
the Emergency. The P
Movement gained significant
momentum at this Kumbh,
with the Sadhu Sama) lending
strong support, Events such as
the ‘Dharma Sansad’ and
‘Sadhu Sammelans (congrega
tion)' cemented widespread
support for the Janata Party
across the Hindi heartland
The ‘Maha Kumbh Mela' tran
scends ts role as a spiritual
gathering, reflecting the pro
tound confluence of the sacred
and the secular,
While it offers a space for deep
introspection and devotion, it
also acts as a mirror to the
socio-political currents that
shape Indian society. This
timeless festival continues to
evolve, bridging spiritual and
worldly realms. The Kumbh
Mela remains a powerful tes
tament to Indias enduring
cultural legacy.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti; views are

personal)
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New Income Tax Bill simplifies taxation

SAJJAN KUMAR CONVICTED IN SIKH RIOTS
Madam — Congress leader Sajjan Kumar
stands convicted in yet another case relat
ed to anti-Sikh violence in Delhi after the
death of the then PM Indira Gandhi,
gunned down by two Sikh security
guards more than 40 years ago. There
were no FIRs and the Congress goons
roamed across Delhi to burn alive the
Sikhs along with damaging their proj
erty continuously for 3 days when the
Army was called to contain the violence,
The moot question is, “Who was respon
sible?”
Obviously, the violence had the blessings
of Rajiv Gandhi, who took over as P
immediately after the death of her moth.
er and justified the killings on camera,
yet no case was made against him or the
family, and even the courts remained
aloof to the bare fact about the respon
sibility of Rajiv Gandhi while hearing the
petitions pertaining to the violence.
Safjan Kumar or Jagdish 'li}/llcr were only
carrying out the orders to finish the Sikhs
as much as powsible within 3 days. The
same courts as well as the medla tried
and tried Gujarat CM Narendra Modi for
the violence that erupted after the grue
some buming alive of 59 Hindus, Doesn't
it establish that the special family is much
bigger than scores of poor Hindus in the
eyes of the media and judiciary?

Jal Prakash Gupta | Ambala Cantt

US BANS ASSOCIATED PRESS

Madam— The decision by U.S. President
Donald Trump to ban the renowned
news agency Assoclated Press (AP)
from entering the White House Is a
severe blow to democracy. This is not
merely a restriction on a media institu
tion but an attempt o crush independent
journalism, The Trump administration
accused AP of misusing the term “of
America” but can this truly justify curb
ing press freedom?The First Amendment
of the US. Constitution guarantees the
press the right to operate fearlessly,
impartially, and independently. However,
when those in power seck to evade

much-needed reforms to India’s tax sys-

tem and deserves commendation. By
replacing the outdated Income Tax Act of 1961,
the bill aims to simplify tax laws, reduce Hit-
gation and remove obsolete provisions, mak-
ing the tax process more transparent and offi-
chent for both taxpayers and the governmant
One of the most notable changes is the

Thl newly tabled Income Tax Bl brings

accountability, their first move Is often
to silence the voice of truth,

The role of the media is to provide the
public with unbiased information and
critically examine government policies,
Blocking & media organisation from
entering the White House, the epicentre
of power, is a direct attack on the press
History bears witness that wherever
governments have attempted to suppress
the press, dictatorship has followed. An
independent media is the fourth pillar of
democracy, and any restriction on it is
an infringement on public rights. In a
true democracy, power does not lie with
the ruling authorities but with the peo-
ple. Freedom of the press is the most
powerful tool to amplify the voice of the
cltizens.

Jui Prakash Gupta | Tirunelveli

RAGGING MUST STOP

Madam — The Kottayam Nursing
College ragging incident is a crude
reminder that ragging is very much pre
vailing In our colleges without any
deterrent and despite ragging being a

Increased tax robate under Section B7A.
which witl now provide up to Rs 60,000 for
Individuals with a net taxable income of Rs 12
laki or besawe. This |8 o significant step towards
reducing the tax burden on the middle class,
oMering greater financial relint
Furthermore, the Intraduction of two clear
deductions under the now tax regime, a Rs
75,000 standard deduction and NPS contri-
butions, enhances tax planning options for
Individuals, making it simpler to manage
finances. Although the income tax slabs
remain unchanged for FY 2025-26, the
streamlined approach will likely benedit taxpay-
ors In the long run, fostering greater compli-
ance and reducing unnecessary complications.
Overall, this bill paves the way for & more mog-
o and efficiont tax system that is better suit-
od to today's economic landscape

Vishal Mayur | Tumakuru

criminal offence, These ragging incidents
continued for three months, telling how
much ordeal freshers had to face during
that period,
Till about the 90s, ragging in the educa
tional institutes used to be a platform to
create affinity, closeness, and rapport
between first-year students and senlors,
Sadly, it has now taken an unfortunate
turn and become a tool to torture,
Merely getting parents and students to
sign the undertaking was never going to
help and prevent ragging from taking
place. Punishing culpable students is an
absolute must, but college administration
must be held accountable in such cases
too, One out-of-the-box idea could be to
set a rule that any student who Is found
guilty of ray mﬁg and torturing juniors
would not be allowed to participate in
final placement or not be given passing
out certificates. We have to hit it where
it hurts them most.

Bal Govind | Noida
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