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A coming of age
for Indian chess

D Gukesh's rise as the youngest world champion
is a tale with two pieces — one of individual
and family sacrifice, and the other of legend
Viswanathan Anand's payback to Indian sport

hess inspives multiple metaphors, It's the spoitof
kings forsome, the king of sport for others. It'sa
mesh of stratagem and politics, intellectand
farsightedness. It's a representation of violence
on the barthefield and, at the same tme, a civilised test
of wits governed by rules that rmustnever be bent.

Atthe ultimate level of a great game that has stood the
testof time, an Indian once againclimbed 1o the
pinnacle this week. The world's second-youngest
Grandmaster atlZyears, 17 months and 17 days in 2019is
now the youngest world champion in history at18 years,
Smaonths and 14 days. By defeating China's defending
champion Ding Liren in Singapore on Thursday,

D Gukesh capped a fairytale journey, Butwithin
parenthesis of his achievement lie two important
stories that must not be overlooked.

Thefirst is a story of sacrifice. Gukesh's father, Rajini
Kanth, gave up his profession asan ENT surgeon in 2018
toaccompany his son to tournaments around the world,
and Gukesh's mother, Padma, a microbiologist at the
Madras Medical College, took on the mantle of sole
breadwinner. Gukesh stopped going to school when he
was in Class 7, turning uponly towrite exams. Instead of
living like a normal teenager, he would belocked in his
room for hours— either obsessively playing online or
mastering theintricacies through books and historical
boards thatwere memorised and internalised, As his
skill grew, he lived out of a suitcase, travelling from one
tournament to another while his familyensured they
would cut whatever cornersthey had to sothat he got
every opportunity to pursue excellence.

The fruitsof thisjourney have been sweet, and
Gukesh's rise has been phenomenal. He was the
youngest o win the Candidates — the ticket to challenge
theworld champion. He won individual golds in back-
to-back chess Olymipiads in Chennai (2022) and
Budapest (2024). And he is now the youngest world
champion, bettering the legendary Garry Kasparov's
mark of 22 years, G months and 27 days setin 1985, Late
on Thursday, Kasparov said about Gukesh: “His victory
capsa phenomenal year for India. Combined with
Olympiad dominance, chess has refurned toits cradle
and the era of Vishy's children' is truly upon us!"

And that is the second story. For “Vishy's children”™
are taking over theworkd. When Viswanathan Anand
won the first of his five World Championship titles in
2000, India had five GMs. In 2018 and 2019, India
produced 15 GMs, Thase batches, most of therm trained
directly by Anand, included Gukesh (Elo 2783, world No
5). India's current highest-rated player Arjun Erigaisi
(2801, world No4), R Praggnanandhaa (2737, world No
17), and Nihal Sarin (2676, world No49), Since 2019,
India has added 25more o the GMs list thatstandsata
staggering 85. The WestBridge Anand Chess Academy,
wehich was started in December 2020, isstriving to fulfil
Anand’s dream of converting GMs to Super GMs.

Ifever an example was needed of someone giving
back to Indian sport, itis Anand. All-England champion
Pullela Gopichand started a badminton revolution at the
Gopichand Badminton Academy in 2008, producing
championssuch as Saina Nehwal, PV Sindhu, V Sai
Praneeth, P Kashyapand K Srikanth, Anand has
taken ita level higher with a.chess revolution that has
established India as the world's powerhouse — the open
and women'sOlympiad champion, and now the home
of the reigning world champion,

Burning green:
Health costs of
landscape fires

The cascading effects of
forest fires and stubble
burning on human health
and environment are severe

recent report in The Lancet esti-
mated that, globally, sround 1,53
million excess deaths oceurred
[ car duaring 2000-19 due 10
smoke from “landscape fires”,
term for forest fires and dry \mr
tation, inchuding planned farm fires, The sudy
correlated deaths to exposure o particulate
matter (PM) 25 and cpone. Cardiovas-
cular deaths coniributed .45 million
and respiratory diseases 0.22 million
to this annual toll of where life was
svialled ouit by the “burning green”,
Forest fires have been inthe news
over the past few years. They mtalned
notoriety for devastating vast racts of
land In North America and Europe,
destroying homes and businesses, and
displacing thousands of peaple, The
Canadian wildfires of 2023 broke records and
imvalved all 13 provinces and ferritories. As
smoke from Canada walted across the border
into the US, people living in wpper midwestorn
states realised that neither walls nor tarifls by
presidential decree could keep their health and
economy protecied from wildfires raging in
thedr netghbour's forests. The smoke from
Canada even reached Evrope. California, of
course, has its annual ondeal by forest fine, with
high levels of damage and displacement. As of
November 25, 2024, o total of 7818 wildfires
hawve burmt down | 044,126 scres in the Ameri-
can state this year. In Greece, the wildfires of
August 2024 scorched 10000 sores of land.
The US leads the list of countries on eco-
nomic darmage from wildfires, with Indonesia,
Canada. Portugal and Spain following. A 2022
report by the United Mations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEF), Spreaching Like Wikifire: The

K Srinath
Reddy

Rising Threat Of Extraordinary Landsape Ares,
highlighted the danger posed by acomidnation
ol the climate crisisand and wse change, with
an anticipated Inerease In Landseape fires sven
in regioms of Uy world that were hitherto unafl-
fected.

According to recent estimates, mearly 36% of
India’s forests are at risk of wildfines. States
with high forest cover (such as Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh and those in the northeast) are at high
risk. Burning forests (s sometimes adopted as
an easy way to clear land for agricutture, real
estate, or industry. Apart from forest fires,
burning crop waste has been an annual hazurd
that contributes to high levels of pollution in
northern India.

Forest fires have a highly damaging
impact on human healkth. Smoke cma
nating [rom the burning of dried forest
vegetation contains a & i 0ck-
il of toxic chemicals. Thelr inhala-
thon introduces them to our ungs and,
from there, to the bloodstream. This
leads o an assaull on various Ussues
In the human body. They abso rritate
the conjunctiva of the eyes and
exposed skin. Together, these chemicals cause
widespread inflammation and spike up oxida-
thvestress through free radicals. They can cause
thrombosis (bload clotting) by triggering path-
ways of congulation and platelet activation,
bload sugar (dysglycacmia) and blood fat
(dyslipidernia) disorders, apan Fom depressing
immunity. They can damage genes, altering
their structure and functions through harmful
mutations,

PML5. carbon dioxide, oxone, aromatic
compounds, and nitrogen dioxide attack the
lining of the blood vessels and promote Blood
clotting. leading to paralytic brain strokes,
heart attacks, pulmonary embolism. dectrical
disturbances in the heart (arrhythmias), respi-
ralory disease, pre-diabetes, and dinbetes. Pro-
longed exposure can also couse cognltive dys-
Tunction. Fine particulate matter is partioularty
abundant in the ssoke whick from

IMthe climnte crisis hluundil collecti

nets of arson in

Torests ity

the combustion of vegetation. In addition 1o
these provocateurs of inflammation. benzens
and formaldichyde. which are redeased from the
combustion, can cause cancers through muta-
fgenesis.

Cardiovascular events are most common
amnaong elderfy persons exposed to environmen-
tal smoke from burning vegetation or wood
burnt in house fires. Three prindpal mecha-
nisms lave been identified: Modalation of
autonomic balance and neural Input into the
heart, the release of pro-inflammatory media-
fors by drriiated lungs leading to widespread
systembe tssue inflammeation, and the penetra-
thom of particulate matter into bood droula-
than.

Acute PML5 exposure, with resultant auto-
nomic stimulation, increased coagulability of
blood, and Inflammation can trigger heart
rhythm abnormalities, heart attacks and exme-
erbated heart failure in those alrendy having
heart disense. In persons with atherosclerotic
plagues in their arteries, exposure (o high lev-
s of PM2.5 can cause these plaguies to become

SMOKE FROM THE BURNING
OF DRY FOREST VEGETATION
CONTAINS A DANGEROUS
COCKTAIL OF CHEMICALS.
BUTTHIS IS PART OF THE
HARM TO HEALTTL WE WILL
NEED TO GUARD AGAINST
HEAT-RELATED ILLNESS TOO

Uniquely Indian traits that
produce civic indifference

inspiring writer on cities and civic life in

the western world. had a chance t live in

Bengaluri For a couple of months. Maybe
then he would have seriously revised some of
his imponant, though sadly inappropriate,
insights Into what western eities canfhave
become, When I sdvocated, (n The Uses of Dis-
order, an “unzoned urban place™ that would
promote visual and fundional disor-
der, it was because he believed that
predetermined planning deadencd
humans and restricted “effective
socinl exploration”, In other works,
suich as Flesh and Stone, be lamented
: demand for incrensed speed,

I often wish Richard Sennett, that greatand

ling was to the detriment of the unex-
pected encounter, which would pro-
duce the capacity to empathise,

Don't get me wrong: L ama bayal fan of Sen-
nett's writing and his eritique of bland, sani-
tised gridded spacesthat facilitate and enhance
individualism. Madmising comibort. spm:Land
efficiency should not be Hn.unlygml of lifein
thie city.

Sennett’s criique notwithstanding. the
Ingpid, challenge-less, and, yes, comfomable
and elflcient, western ity 1s what most mbdidie:
class Indians yearn for. They have 11 in slivers,
In the gabed communities al the city's edges,a
promiseof at hus all but e

Janaki
cy, and comPort while wavel- Nair rommanti

of these communities. The yawning pits that
promise thearrival of cables underground, the
mutml:tmlsurldc\-slhalchulltnwhﬁnnc
and the “foot path” that teems with the kind of
life that Sennett would never have imagined
put paid to the kind of leisurely Nanewrism,
Sennett undertook in Lower Manhattan, some-
thing that enabled his many insights, There ane
unexpected encounters aplenty, as femporary
wecupations of the sireet can leave you
wnlll]u,,l.\\ n if it i inside jmmr air-
d car, for the

f Lk b o
[

must becurbed L

“unstable” and even rugture and trigger Blood
clotting — keading to acute, unherakded heart
attacks and sudden death.

While extreme hclll or lightning can spark
forest fires by igniting dry leaves and twigs,
humsans w0 may irigger them by carclessly dis-
carding unexti ng\lished cigarettes or beedis,
lighting campfires. or cooking fires that leave
behind burning cmbers. Such canchess acts not
oty e haiman health but also take a Wl o
forest-dwelling animals while depleting the
biodiversity of plant Hife. If the cimate crisis has
bem muostly anthropogenic, thanks tocollective
human follics over severul decades, such acts of
arsan ave instantansous sots of criminality that
must be curbad through public education and
behaviour change.

During landscape fires, human healih must
be protected from alr pollution (smoke) and
dehydration (heat), Those whoare ot high risk
of adverse health effects (elderly persons and
those with pre-existing heart or lung diseise or
dibetes) must wear N-05 masks for protection
against particulate matter and noxious gases,
Those at highest risk should stay indoors and
use air filtration devices. Maintaining adequate
bydration is vitally important to reduce the risk
of blood chorting and seothe inflamed body tis-
sues, While we do this, we must alse soothe our
inflamed planet by working on slowing down
the pace of climate change and applyng the
brakes on global warming.

K Srinach Reddy is distingashed projessor of public
health, PHFT. and the suthor sf Fulse 1o Planet,
The views expressod are personal

of honking, or impatient overtaking, Pavermenis
are not a tedious obstacke rece; even in crowded
Rower markets and food zones, there ks enough
space for ci 5 to wildk safiely. The ubigquitous
“spirit houses™ do not abut the street or noisily
commpete toasanll the senses, ad our multiphe
shrines do, There is no garbage on the streets
despite high levels of plastic usage. And finally,
there is a degree of civility. now only a faint
memory inour cities.

How do other countries stay civil, liw-abid-
Ing. and free of garbage? Or what 1s uniguely
Indian that produces civic indifference? Indl-
ans are inured to class diffe but are
equally uncomschous of other so u[pnv]kg:s
and hievarchies. We are hardwired In our caste-
based soeiety into believing that the mess on
our streets and homes is someonc elsc’s

mowrming, or protest, o end/pass,
Tam nat sure if these daily anarchic
encounters with the Other produce
greater compassion, as Senncit
by believes, Toke the case of
Bengaluru. The clty's cheek-by-jow]
diversity has begun to actas a leveller
that Sennett had not at all anticipated,
Taxpaying denizens of the Garden City must
remiain content with parks scatiered in homeo-
pathic doses across the dty. Bur the gracious
and generously arching svenue trees pose an
unexpected threat. given the savage cuts 1o
branchis and roots al ke by those in “pursudl ol
happdness”. To match the threats from above
are the horrors below, especlally when there
has been an unseasonal or unusually good min,
as happened this scasom. Swirling waters
Impeded the Dow of raffic. making jouirmeys
ven in the most expensive luxury

widely, Still there is noescape from the state of
permanent disorder in a grotesgquely unegiial
society such as ours once one keaves the gates

wehicles,
Increasingly, the forces of aature show Bo
respect for the gates of the better-off. Middle-

lk'gn.ll les thnl Isreedd s Inyers of rent- mhing

class hand-wringing over inefficient municipal
services, ina city where practically no one pays
for parking. matches the blasé viclations of
building laws in which all, especially the
endowed, indulge. In the rafa kafuves blocked
ar built over, water bodics choked with sewage
and industrial waste, and illegally drilled bore-
wells in private properties in the Cauvery-
served areas, blindness to civic law reigns
supreme.

Every Indian city is founded on a fich mix ol
illegalities that breeds layers ol rent-seeking
intermediaries. Bengaluru Is no exception. But
on recent visits to Thailand and Cambodia. 1
realised that respect for bullding ks, driving
rulbes, everyday clvility, and ceanliness are not
theex historical expericnce of advanced
capitalist cities. East or Wess, Banghol's popu-
latiot matehes Bengalura's (11 million to my
city’s 135 million). Its ronds are mercifully free

Lity. We luwve not developed a respect
for public spaces or for cach other Ln ways that
st, mnid ermpath etic. Tn the “war
" that the Indian city has
become, individunlism. and not community
values, are heightened

Mearwhille, the State dutifully eaters to the
fragile sentiments of the majority. Recently. the
municipal body thoughtfully provided hun-
dhrisds of tanks of pricious water for immersion
of Ganesha idols, whose quantity has reached
unsustainable levels. Will the recent announoe-
ment that not just Ramanagaram but even
Tumbur may be joined to Bengaluru onky
extend the cacalopda? Willﬂw,m:ﬂ-l—umnuunud
Super App help people navigate hell on the
ur{l:m M\1ﬂl (Iw[‘:nl-:qgllm ol uwahmlic Eye,and
diraw chieers? Or should we ssmply hope for the
levelling effects of nature where humans have
Falled?

5 Bengulur the
atiihior of The Promise af the Metrepalls; Bangalore's
Tiwesnrierh Certury. The views expressod are persanal

November 27, a G0-day ceasefire
04l ween Lebanon's Hegbollah
1 Bsrael, baodkered by the United

Stabes (US)and supported by France,

came into effect, From late Sepuember, the
exchange of fire betwoen Hezbollah and reel
had mpicly cscolatod, Over the nest
o months, besel relied heavily on
nirstrikes that tnmgeted severnl high-
level leaders, including Heebollah
chief Haszan Nasrallah, the group’s
arsenal, lnunching sites, and strategic
crossings along the Lebanese-Syrian
to degrade Hezbollah

Tran's rivtssile barrage intolsraed on
Detober |, stated to be a reprisal
against the killing of Nasrallah and
Hamas header lsmad Hangyeh, filed to roverse
Dsranedl escalation in Lebanon and invited &
dlirect response against [ran, kran's two laegely

Deepika
Saraswat

Behind Iran’s restraint
in West Asia conflict

demmonstrative strikes agalest Srael and lack of

active support for Hezbollah indicae a
restraint that bas surprsed many.

However, Iran's contuct during the conflict,
incduding suppon for o cesscfive in Gaza and

o be sacrificed by getting involved in a fall-
blown conflict with lsracl, letalone dragging
Iran nio 3 direct conflict with lsracl Instead, w
bolster the axis. Iran had sapporied “unity of
fromts™—Hezbollah opening a |mlmnlml.
and Houthis arswcking Red Sea shippl

Israel's southem ports i force a ceas n: Ln
Gaoa. However, lsrad leveraged iis supedor
intelligence capabiliies, air power and LS
kg o foreea oenseline, delinking e Leta-
‘o ik Gz (oS, The weabaningg ol Hebol-
Iah ot only leaves Iran vulnerable o el
aitac ks, but also has rpple offecs across the

e dhoubt in Tehran that any overt escalation
ran the risk of driving its Gulf neighbours
closer o lsmel. The muktiple regional tours by
[ranian foreign mimister Abbas Aragchi and his
preckrisson I:u\'\ rekuyed the messsge that lran
dhoesnot seek expansion of the conibiet Tehran
hiass alsosought assarances that nationsin the
rigion will not faciliate hostike sction agains (U
Ly bsrued aumdl the LIS, AL w tire when bsraed has
ansserted s il v e and the neom-
ing Trump administrmtion has indicsted &
renivwed pressuse campaimm agsinst bon ran
appears to hive doulsed dow |u|:dlpimmn:v

| EDITOR'S PICK }

HI'saditors offer a book recommendation every Saturday, which provides history,
contbext, and helps understand recent news events

TRACING INDIA'S CHESS LEGACY

D Gukesh became the youngest world chess cham-
plon this week.a histonc achievement that places
himn al the pinnacle of a sport long cherished in
Indlia. He defested Chinese Ding Liren in a battle ol
willls that tested both players psychologically ancl
physicnllv Al just 18 years old, Gukesh's victory is

Lebanon, ks shaped by its dfencestrategyand — entire axds, as scen in the Turkish-backed Whille ik L L0
constraints of regional geopolitics. Jihadists' offensive in Syria. the muclear s, hhnsuhomrw\ﬂrlllsltln
Since the 2006 Aarnel T’ i cplained by Persinn Gulf chess stage,
war, 7 « regional Sn:utxmr bt yeor,  that will ecie ediance on the US andencoar-
pille ol cl d rockess, caloulatis Irom has il iccam:  age Holders woaddres conflicts through
that the group's forward strikecapa- — pakgn mobllising support for a ceasefire in - dispute resolution mechantsms, lran's hope

Thillities will serve as deterrent against
Tsraed, Over the last year, both Iran
and Hezbollah followed an inten-
ol escalation meanagement sirat-
ey undler which theyabsorbed losses
toravoida full-scale war with Ismel

Iran's “axis of resistanoe”, inchuding Hebol-
L ianel Haas, wees micant toserve he limited
purpose of defensive determence. They wene not

Gawa and a united Islamic woboe agninst [srael
Whilke pushing back against the U backed dip-
Jarrsatic ol stion between (s and Gulf
Seates, Iran's intensified regional diplomacy s
been about beeping its own rapprochement
with Riyadh and other Arabcapitals alive.
The shier rumber of countrics in the region
that participated in the lsroeli air defeno:
aginst the [rankun aerlalattack in Apell et lic-

fom this approach isthat its Guif neighbours
mllmrhnlunldnmmﬂlhwmm-
uri Trump's from
the Irannu:‘lr-ll deal and counsel him against
imtensifying "maximum pressure” against Iran.

it St vl s sk fetiow, Manotar
Parvitar bevidiue for Dfersar Studies and Analyses,
The views expressed ane personul

to his brilkance, hard work, and the
;lmdngmlm afIndian playerson the ghobal

This week, we recormmend Daniel King's Swltan
Kleare; The Indfan Servent Whe Becarme Chess Cham-
phon af the Britizh Empire. King delves into the 1ife
of Mir Sultan Khan, a chess prodigy from colonial
India who rose to fame in the 1920s and 1930s
despite limited resources and formeal training. The
biography capures Sultan Khan's extraordinary
Journey, highlighting his genius, the challenges of
colonialism. and his impact on Indian chess. As
Gukesh charts a new course for the sport. Sultan Sultan Khan:
Khan's story reminds us of the legacy that under-  Danied King
pins this momenious achleverment, Year: 2020
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No permanent crutch

Fewer EV buyers availing subsidies.
is the sign of a maturing market

EPORTS INDICATING THAT the numl:lel of electric two-wheel-

ers forwhich buyers claimed subsidies d od taa th

low this fiscal should not ring any alarm bells. Of around 6 49

lakh e-scooters sold in April-October, subsidy was claimed for
about 3,29 lakh,orjust over half the units, Compare this with FY 24, when
of the total sales of 9.48 lakh, 89% of consumers availed subsidy. Simi-
larly, in FY23, the number was 93%. While the number of consumers
availing subsidy has declined, the total number of units sold has, in fact,
risen by 37% compared to the same period last year. Hence, any talk of
policy inconsistency is uncalled for. The subsidies are provided as part of
the government's FAME scheme, which has run two full courses, with the
subsidy amount getting reduced in the second iteration from the first.

The third variant of the scheme, which started from October, has been
christened as the PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle
Enhancement (FM E-Drive),where the subsidyamount has been cut from
a high of 85% in FAME I1 to 30%. FAME Il ended in March,and between
April-September, there was an interim scheme known as Electric Mobil-
ity Promotion Scheme (EMPS), with a much smaller outlay. So,even oth-
erwise, the total subsidy claimed would have been less. Further, FAME 11
ran into controversy with allegations that some manu facturers had
wrongly claimed the subsidies. As a result, stricter localisation norms as
well as audits have been put in place in the PM E-Drive scheme, making
it harder for companies to claim reimbursements,
But moving away from the micro details of the subsidy scheme, what's

tmpu(tant is that the new vanan.t underlines a Mgmfu:an.t e\'ulutmn in the

approach toward: lectric mobility, Wi Jers may

beconcerned about the reduced subsidies compared to the earlier FAME-11
programme, this thft underscores a maturing electm: vehu:]e (EV) malket
andmarksa 15 a self:

eldles were first |n.tmduned., they were a critical enabler fur mar‘mfactulere

DINION

5| EGGLESTON BRACEY,
Unilever's chief growth and
marketing officer, calls it the
"joy and experience econ-
omy." The essentlal ingredi-
ents for an experience econonny is that
penple want to invest In themselves and

W are
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® FOSTERING WOMEN'S PROGRESS

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan

1: | sl

© POWER POINT
BUSINESSES THAT FAILTO ADAPT TO THE EXPERIENCE ECONOMY RISK BEING LEFT BEHIND

Premium for memories

SHYAMAL MAJUMDAR

shyamal majumdargespressindia.com

1 Lo paya na(|usta
uct but for dat
an event in Mumbai last mnnttLIhacey

featured in the Disney movie Up.

widual who lives life on her own terms,

g glass ceilings,

gender roles and their participation is
increasing in all spheres...It i
level playing field for women in all spheres

important to establish a

surfing a pleasurable experience.

It's also not just about what you sell,
but Iww you make your customers feel
1yourbrand,

theirj y

tawan!s'emhracingthem:perieme-haeed
economy. In fact the shift is already

different sectors, E mmmemeghmshke
Flipkartand

should know, as l.I'nllever one of the For beauty comp dill | Whenits were Eucuelngcm he online shopping experi by offe

largest, paniesinthe | createa life-long th a par- th d urf spoke to " gation, | lised

wnrl.d, has been engaged in giving cus- icularb ifthey fieel sumele}. Anotlvel exampl.e af selling dations, and hassle-free returns

tomers the “experience” of feeling good. good. This enh their self-est: b 5 the Diagg A (dirt Similarly, Swiggyand

Unileveris ummngn\any,butﬂleee are Unilever's research suggests that more  is gmd} campal,gn Extensive research formed the way people dine by providing:
d dvertising has the potential  found parentsin India felt that the acad- | awide range of culinary options at their

to leal.lee fast that the next competitive

mdehber74%hetterhrandpawer—akey
measure of consumer attraction for

ads, in fact,delivera
13% upllft in purchase intent and

One example of this is Dove's Real

ground lies in staging exy

Th d with their brands. Pr

will be streets ahead in benefiting from

the experience economy, Increase credibility by around a third.
Iteoe@mnn of the emergence of the

E ploned by Beaul

Ieseph Pine and James Gilmore and with

their best-selling book ‘The Experience

Economy'in 1994.The concept sees the

econormy as ever-evolving, with offerings
I I

high- u‘:;Jueinunglhlethlnfszumm‘ﬁdi
I:lee are Eunglh'le goods tangible, services

paign, which began two
decades ago after research

as EVadoptionh Atheindustry's
technological and manufacturing capahllﬂes hawexpand;ed a recalibra-
tion of government auppurt is both ]uguzland necessary, Subsidies are
intended to catalyseg entmarkets, not asa permanent
crutch Bytapering subsidies, tt issendi Ithat
the sector must now transition to market-driven gruwlh Electric two-
wheeler and three-wheeler segments have already achieved considerable
tion in the mall&et, and the reduced i nnenLives reflect this success,
The decision t e strict localisation like mandat-
ing over 50% of components to be sourced Iucal.]yis also a commendable
move, This aligns with the government’s broader“Make in India”initiative
and aims to strengthen domestic manufacturing capabilities. Such mea-
rucial for buildinga robust and self-reliant EVecosy hat can
compete on the global stage, Further, the phased reduction of incentives
over the scheme’s duration follows global best practices. Countries suchas
Norway and China, leaders in EV adoption, have similarly scaled back sub-
sidiesas theirmarkets matured. This way, the g ‘sapproachaligns
with the international trend and ensures that public funds are allocated
judiciously. As battery costs decline and economies of scale improve, the
need for subsidies will diminish naturally. By accelerating this timeline
threugh policies like PM E-Drive, the government has laid down the ground-
work fora sustainable and competitive EV market.

Netflix's flip-flop on
parental leave: Just PR?

HERE'S SOME FI!EE advlae for HR departments Ifyuu don't want your employ-
eestn youoffer,avoid] bl promaote
just how great they are.

This seems to be the obvious lesson Netflix Inc. has learned nearly a decade
after it first allowed new parents to take unlimited leave during the first yearof
their baby's life — a policy that was R among US I
back then,and remains so today.

But The Wall Street fournal nzpnrted thl.sweektl\at thecompany has been walk-
ingback th parental ] B dines it debuted in 2015, The reversal
ispartofab hift at Netflix as it moves away from it: timecore
values of *freedomand responsibility.”

Backwhen the pamntal leave benefitwas introduced, the company’s chief tal-
entofficer i g post that wewantempluyemtuhavethe
flexibility and confidence to balance the needs of their growing families without

ing premlum for memories vlaexper,ll
ence, Today, Starbucks is the third-
largest food outlet in the world, with
over 32,000 stores worldwide and a
market cap of over §110billion. Whenit
first launched in 1971, the concept of
paying a premium for something as
mundane as coffee did not exist, How
ever, by the early 20005, customers were

emic and career needs of their children
were being met by schools, but what was

fingertips, coupled with quick delivery
and real-time tracking.
Inth

ment and value development. This had a
greater cultural significance in India,
given the traditional high value Indians
place on karma, which when taken in a

:pneltlue light meant “good
deeds”.  The

ing out hlg time, Indian retailers across
categories are. npmlng'blsge'l Imck and
mortar

are increas-

Ing‘]y lr.ln'klng for a better experl.ence in

the share of etmm smaller than 2,000
square feet declined to 52% in the first
half of 2023-24, as against 6 1% a year
ago.The share of storessized 2,000-5,000

el ed during this period, to 210

showed that only 204 of y

women worldw&e saw c“sm?rs will showed children enlling
themselves asbeautiful—an ~ create alife-long  shair clothes while doing
insightthatledtoanideathat  relationship with  good—whether helping a
tripled Dove's sales Take the 3 particular brand frlend or a stray dog. The
#5topTheBeautyTest cam- o changed for
P’@ﬂ"‘ ryei wots, Oy Htheyare o mer and. from
Onecfth paig to Being a bad thing, itbecame
released in 10 languages, fea “feel" good asymbal of goodness’
tured the real-life stories of  E—————— Understanding  the

five ‘wome, all of whom
fail rriage test because

experience economy s

they were overweight, dark- skinned, or
had aspot on their face, The voice-overat
lJ\eendnfmeadsays " Khaamiyaan nakin,
Iehoobipaan dekrive” (Look at the beauty,
not the flaws)

paying 10 times more k
fee than that of a regular coffes shnp.
Alrbnb's Icons E

Bytakingup ke beauty
more pnelt'lue and maore inclusive, Dove

ences project is another example offer

ing unigque activities hosted by celebri-

ties and experts. Bollywood's Janhvi
Kapoor, one of the first 11 lcons, offers
an overnight stay at her family home in
Chenmnal, where guests can learn her
beauty secrets and enjoy her favourite
South Indian dishes, Other notable
experiences include a stay in the house

e deep-rooted insecurities
and self- ﬁteem Issues afynung wamen,

Here's another example. Nnmlng can
be ditised than

as a study by Kalaari Capital
saye high-end market trends towards
experiences s moving to mass markets
across lots of different sectors. By 2030,
avertwo-thirdsof the global population
i d to be middl ith most

of this growth coming from emerging
markets, underpinned by female
income growth and new generations
entering the workforce,
S0, brands need to take into account
needs that may not be obvi

r pack. But Surf Excel has madeita
brand that is closely in sync with the evo-
lution of women in India—from the ear-
lier homemaker whose opinion didn't
matter to the family to a confident indi-

from 19%, as did that of those sized
5,000-10,000 sq ft (119 from 90%) and
10,000-15,000 sqft {13% from 94,

Commaoditised products and services
are also being differentiated through
experiences. Today, even simple experi-
ences such as seats on an airplane has

marty diffe i

ing on leg 5 ce, seatin Itlnm and
12 g suceseting o

The advent of big data and advanced
analytics has helped crganisations parse
the factors that drive not only what cus-
tomers say about the things that satisfy
them but also the actual customer behav-
ipur that creates economic value, Busi-
nesses that fail to adapt to this paradigm
shift risk being left behind in a fiercely

anth that maynotbewell-artic-
ulated, ormayh i mer
cannot e, forexample, did

nce. Appl
that precisely. No consumer would have

cormp P
that 25% of customers will defect after
just one bad experience. And losing. one

double as a camera and make internet

existing Isequal to
three newones,

A new wave in solar technology

AJAY MATHUR
SABA KALAM

i 9
specialist, international Sclar Association

Technological advancements have made solar
energy more affordable, while new applications
are further driving adoption

ONCE VIEWED AS |

sive and technu]ug:cal]y limnited, er.l]ar
energy now stands as one of the most
affordable and efficient forms of energy
generation worldwide, From a nascent
1.22GWin 2000, theworld's solar capac-
Ity has surged toan impressive 1,419 GW
in 2023, charting a CAGR of about 36%.
Today, solar capacity represents a stag-
gering three-quarters of aII Ienewable

sal i

sistently decreased across all regions,
Utility-scale solar PV costs averaged
$40/MWh in 2024, India topped the
global charts insolar PV capacity granted
through auctions, securing a notable
auction price r.|f534,l’Mw'h reflecting a
23%decr

market affici d P 7.1million jobs in 2023, upfmm-I S mil-

i T i lion in 2022 worldwid gasig-
2015 s'hwast‘hat thiks per nificant i i thepmmnusyea:
megawatt h by d d and ing the sector's role in job

504 reduction during the 2015-2022
period from $2.01/MW in 2015 to
51.14/MWin 2023,

Asof2023,Chi i solar

maore modest decline of 11%, withan
average auction price of $67/MWh for
projectsin 2024,

capacity additi This

ngabout work orfinances” Behind the scenes, she told other
did not expect that many people would take a full year, the W] reported.

Surprise! Within 24 hours of the pelicy's announcement, requests started
pouringin.

Netflix treated the one-year parental leave policy like a gimmick — a way to
garner good PR and attract and retain talent amid a tight labour market. But its
popularity shows that to employees, it was a much-needed and -wanted benefit
that had the potential to significantly improve their lives.

The way Netflix implemented and talked about the
policy should have been the first red flag. Telling workers
they have the option to take unlimited parental leave is
not the same thing as giving everyone a year off after they
have a baby. The approach created an ambiguity —which
the company only deepened with its vague and inconsis-
tent behavior. Employees at one time were told new par-
ents generally take four to elght months off. Later they
were instructed to talk to their managers about what
made most sense for them and the company. Another
communication sald they should follow local norms,

BETH
KOWITT

8laomiberg while enmeweretnldanélhmgauerels(munthshadtobe
appwuedhyamanager e manage rightly pointed out
that such ging"reads1i g b without say-

ing outright that's what we're doing”
‘I‘I\e slde effectsofun]muted paremal]eave are the same as these that come
with pal Pof Valley startup perk
thewar fortalent it d king less time off because
tlvey"rewnmed they'llbe percelved as slackers and end up hurtlng their careers.
There's some eug;qeeunn that Is just. what 'happened at Netflix. The W5f reported

that P g oncerned that it apy

alotof |leave or just { d

bylayoffs. (Netflbx told nal that emy I ere nat targeted |
Netflix and its pears initially adopted these kinds of family-friendly benefits in

part to attract and retain wormnen in an industry dominated by men. We now have
entered an era where diversity is not nearlyae hlgh on mrpnrateammlca s pricrity
list as it once was. K their and inclu-
sion (DEI) efforts under [pressure from right- wmg activists and {n almclpal:lun ofa
Trump administration likely to target comypanies that promote "woke” policies.

But there are more subtle ways to unwind your cummltmente o creatlnga

growth is| due to
relentless advancements in solar tech-

investments

PV market, with 43% (509 GW) of the
cumulative capacity of solar panels
installed globally. The US contributes 1006
(137.73 GW) tothe global curnulative PV

creation and economic development,
Solar-powered irrigation systems are

pump market is expected to grow ata
CAGHof 5.0 from 2021t0 2027, driven

solar PV
ooet cnmpetltlveneee of solar-| puwemd
umps, especially when compared to

EIgY ——  Tarket, indicating the coun- diesel-powered water pumping, and
nology, cost reductions, efficient solar accnumed for5835%oftoEl  jndia topped the 1Y scaleofsolar  increased g Farmers. One
cells, and F g invest- ble energy invest- lobal charts i m ad.optlon Japan, G-em\any, of the key factors driving the adoption of
ment in solarenergy. 1567 2023, 9 and India each capty solar heintroducts

New age solar technol : We are Investment in salar PV tach-  solar PY &0 share, reflecting thelr [ry-as-y miodels,allowing
now seeing a leap in innovative solar nologywithin the power sec- via auctions, commitment to integrating P 1l reg-
technalogies. Quantum dot solar cells toris expected tosurpass the itk 5 notable  5@l2¢ power within their  ularinstalments.
have achieved a record-breaking effi- $500 billion mark by 2024, . ice of respective energy mixes. Technological advancements have
ciency of 15.1%, offeringa promising  cutstripping the combined auction price Emerging solar markets like e 5ol 4 while
approach to enhance solar energy cap- investment inall other gener- $34/MWh Blazll Auettalla Italy, and ivil
ture and power atmaspheric water har- atlon forms, Investment in i dabout  tion.The keychal bl

vesting technologies. Researchers are
creating self-healing solar panels to
extend the lifespan and reduce the main-

20, inpthedis

utility-scale solar has i Toam
$122 billion in 2015 to $199 billion in
2023, Decentralised {small-scale) solar

insolarinvestment Solar PV manufactur-
ing has nearly doubled ln capaclt'_v for

tenance of existing solar cell technol
hes. The solarsector is now also increas-
lnsly prlontlelns recyeling end-of-life

have grown

wafers, cells,

from $31 billion in 2015 to §187 billion
in 2023 In 2023, me energy yield from

solar power rin all countries—not just the
QBCD countries and China, and to some
extent in India and Brazil, We must pro-
mote technology and finance transfer,

dandsmall

intained the highest ﬂhzm
nent manufacturing in 2023, with 970

panels 3 dinwind andsolar PV inwafers, B9% in cells, and 230 inmod-
omy pr actices Tonmen- was 2.5 times than what the same u]elnstallatlamcayaclly
tal ﬁnpact with new processes recover- would have gy -bei

Ingup to 96% of panel materials,
Plummeting costs: The 2024 World

yearsearlier,
Reduced benchmark cost and
et Thab

The sector is critical in pb creation, p\m
moting gender equality, and fostering

Solar Report, recently p d by the
International Solar Alliance, shows aver-
age auction prices for utility-scale solar

mﬁresent;ng the capacity acquired per
million dollars, is a critical indicator of

HE EDITOR

Gukesh’s triumph

India’s chess prodigy D Gukesh has
made history by becoming the
youngest world chess champion,
achieving this feat at the age of 18.
This remarkable achievement is a
to his ional talent,

dwerse wnd(p]ace than slashing your DEI team, That includes g Or

dling b, attractand d way
of wnrklng than the status quo — whether that's the ﬂexlbl!lty of wurklng from
‘home or generous parental leave.

dedication, resolve and a source of
inspiration for milkons of young
Indians. In the championship, Gukesh

Repd. Na: DL -21048,/03-05, R.N.1 Mo 26750,/ 74, P
Marg, Mew Deki-110002, Phane: . (Cover pri

behalf of The Indian Expl rdand .
(J‘Z dilphr Morr| HI!l) hit! hu’t!l}] Chilrmuflﬂ!!ﬂird Viveck Goenka, Editar: Lhy-u J Edlt
atherwise, inwhele orin part, withaut priar wri

i {F) ed
«aree o Sl

d at The indian Express (7] Ltd Press, A-

defeated several top-ranked players,
including Magnus Carlsen's conguerar
lan Nepomniachtchi and American
chess sensation Fabiano Caruana, As
Gukesh basks in the glory of his
achievement, it is essential to
recognise the support system that has
enabled his success—his family,
coaches, and sponsors. India is poised
to become a chess s

island developing munl:rlee',tn Ensureno
onelsleftbehind,

This article summarises the recently
published World Solar Report 2024 on
Te\chmfam Market, nnd Finance by the
| laundched

e and social equlty, ially

with its d d solar sol arfgA’ i iy wpafiem-
Emplay Vsectorroseto  berCountrieson November 5, 2024
A growing problem states for for FOM is a good sign and

Apropos of “90% vs the rest” (FE,
Decemnber 13), industrialists would
abways to setup shop in states
with better infrastructure facilities,
including skiled labour. As the result,
despite the various incentives offered
by state gouernmemﬁ the regional

~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

imbal fori li et
sharper. Competition among the

will ensure greater efficiencies.
Unfartunately, after the headlines,
mothing much is heard or done about
the setting up of industrial projects in
the state. Regional imbalances and
dizparities are mot good for the nation,
and this must be resolved quickly.
==Anthaorny Henrigues, Maharashtra

wwrite to us at felettersfexpressindia. com
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HARMONISING
WITH CHANGE

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyFionser | instagram.com/dailypionear/

Bangladesh’s secular

a

While change is often seen as a source of progress,
its relentless pace can leave many mentally drained

fabric under siege

HIFANMAY KARLEKAR

The suppression of dissent, coupled with the growing boldness of extremist
ideologies, risks steering the nation towards a fundamentalist Islamist state

RAAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

ing time, changing thoughts, and changing future. Today, changs

has becone so rapid that some people, especially profession-
als, have to keep a constant watch on the emenging trends and must
be perpetually prepared fo gear up in order to keep pace with change.
As a consequence of keeping themselves in high gear constantly over
a long period of time, many fesl that rapid changes shake up their nerves
and are physically and mentally so exhausting and taxing that life has
become more of a problem than & pleasure. However, we must not have

Whaherwe like it or not, we have o constantly adapt to the chang-

the impression that every change is an anathema.

MNo! On the contrary to common belied, change is generally a welcome
feature of e, and stagnancy & always considered boring. it is the rapid-
ity and high frequency of change, or the enormity of change, that forces
responsible peopls to miss the necessary physical and mental rest, keep-
ing them ahways on the move and causing them worry. But the ques-
tion that arises is, what has bed to this condition of rapid and ever-grow-
ing change? Observation and analysis tell us that it is science and tech-
nology that are responsible for this predicament, as they compe! indi-
viduals 1o lead an increasingly faster life in a highly competitive world.
They force people fo move like machines, which, foo, are moving faster
day by day and are changing enormousty in design and funclions. But
if we go deeper info the problem, then we would find that science and

technology are, in fact, at the service of mankind; therefore, it is man

8, TSN "
who decides what kind of gadgets and goods he requires and at what
pace—nat vice versa. The evolution of science is based on man's needs,
desires, mindset, motives, emotions, set of values, conscience, and exter-
nal influences, including exposure fo media and fo society's approval,
appreciation, or criicism of his acts. Hence, these factors are the major

0 AY.

tis increasingly clear that fundamen-
talist Islamist organisations, which are
patho.logica]lﬂhnsli]c to India as well
as to all secular and democratic per-
sons and organisations in Bangladesh,
are increasingly calling the shots in that
country under the rule of its interim gov-
ernment. An indication of this is the refent-
less persecution of Shahriar Kabir, an inter-

crimes during Bangladeshs liberation war
in 1971. He continues to languish in
Kashimpur jail under terrible conditions.
De: cing designated as a prisoner of
conscience by Amnesty International, a
magistrate’s arder giving him Division One
status, which would give him a separate

A SPIRITUAL

organisations like the Hefazat-e-
Islam (Hefazat) and Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami {Jamaat).

Hefazat's hand in Kabir's persecution
is clear from the fact that one of the
several charges on which he has
been jailed was filed with
Bangladesh's International Crimes
Tribunal on August 20, 2024, by

crimes against humanity and mass
killing in connection with the vio-
lent clashes between Hefazat's sup-

rters and members of security
orces and Awami League activists
during it rally in Dhaka, on May 5,
2013, to press its 13-point charter of

it certainly has a wide measure of
influence and has its way wherev-
er it wants, however small or big the
event or the demand is. The “Mahati
Sadhusanga and Lalon Mela"{great
E:;hcring of sadhus and Lalon fair
sted by Muktidham Ashram a
Lalon Academy in Madya
Narsingpur, Kashipur Union

and devotee from all over
Bangladesh were coming over for
the occasion. The district adminis-
tration, however, ordered its cancel-
lation. A report in The Dail
(November 23, 2024) quoted Fakir
Shah Jalal, founder of the ashram

Bangladesh, adding that the coun-
try was destined to undergo an
Islarnist transformation.

Mot surprisingly, Ahmadiyas and
Sufis have come under attack.
Several of the former's mosques
were attacked on August 6. A vio-
lent mob destroyed Baba Pagla
Ali's Sufi shrine at Sherpur district

nationally acclaimed author, journalist, Mufti Harun Izhar Chowdhury, Parishad in Marayanganj, was sched-  on August 29; another such mob
champion of human rights, democracy and Hefazat’s joint secretary. Itshowed uled to begin on November 22,  vandalised and looted Ismail Paglas
secularism, and a tireless campaigner to him, along with Sheikh Hasina, as  2024. There was to besinging, danc-  shrine in Sirajganj district on
bring to justice the perpetrators of war one of the 23 accused, charged with  ingy festivities and food. Baul singers  September 3.

Meanwhile two Islamist terrorist
outfits—Ansar al-Islam (erstwhile
Ansarullzh Bangla Team) and Hijb-
ut Tahrir (Tahrir) are increasingly
active, Despite the ban on Tahrir, its
supporters organised, on August 9,
a rgﬁ}' in Dthaka city and demand-

i i 4 2 room and other facilities remains to be car- | demands. The latter included and academy, said, “All arrange- ed the establishment of an Islamic
driving forces that lead to new inventions or new forms and designs. B rjeq out. 'This is because the deputy com- LEADER, demand for a stricter dress codeas ments had been made, but the Caliphate in Bangladesh. Also, the
is these faclors that determine the purpose and use to which SCIEnce  missioner of Ghazipur district, where PHILOSOPHER, - ordained by Islam, a ban on statues,  administration did not permit the  statues of two police officers who
and technology shoukd be put. Itis thesa which set new trends. tis these  Kashimpur prison, wﬁ‘:rc he is lodged, is MYSTIC POET AND candlelight vigils and public mixing ~ event, citing warning from some  died fighting tﬁc terrorists at the
that lzad to the rejection of the old and the change to the new. Iocated, has not signed the order, which will of men and women, besides the  members of the “Muslim” commu-  Holey Artisan Bakery in July 2016,
Therefore, the rapiclity of change depends, o a great degree, on the rapid- be effective only after his signatore is SOCIAL  scrapping of the Awami League gov-  nity. Even when we req d to  have been d | and a Hijb-ut

ity of rejection of the obd system, old sef of values, prevalent fashions
and customs, and existing norms and belisfs. This, in furn, depends on
how rapidly a persan is dissatisfied or discontenbed with the prasent goods,

affixed to it. Nor, according to reports, does
he seem inclined to sign it soon.

As a result, Kabir, who is 74-years-old has
to live amang common prisoners and sleep

REFORMER, LALON
ARTICULATED A

ernments women's development
policy. Also, it d ded the des-

hal

the event indoors, without
dspeakers, it was denied”

ignation of Ahmadiyas as “non-
Muslims”

A spElimal leader, philosopher,
n;lj(su'c poet and social reformer,
Lalo

Tahrir paster has been found at the
site. Despite the arrest of its media
coordinator in Dhaka in early
October, its activities continue,

facillies, services, practices, norms, status-symhols, and security needs. — on the floor during a cold winter as his WELTANS- The charter underlined the funda- n articulated a weltanschauung, — albeit clandestinely, in many parts
This dissatisfaction or disconentrment may, in some cases, be justified health continues to deteriorate. Earlier, mcma]islid.ﬂ_).lrgcvnﬂ-{cfmtwhjch which enco, a.ucd_t c_ucnc_cof _o_F Ban ladesh. e
and may, in most cases, be due to a kack of man's inner stahility and during a remand hearing at Dhaka’s Chief CHAUUNG WHICH was formed in 2010 to oppose the  the Bhakti cult and Sufism, reject-  This is because the interim govern-

inner happiness stemming from a wrong sef of values and wrong atti-
tudes. A thorough analysis of the present situation would lead us to the
conchusion that the cument situation, which is leading us either to ten-
sion or depression or shortived pleasure, is due ta our own consumerist
attitude, which is geared mainly to cater fo man's indulgence in sensu-

al pleasure or comiorts.

In order fo bring a change to this callous atfitde and wrong lifestyle,
we need to reform our mind by adopting a spirtual atfitude through a
spiritual set of values, or what is called "Spiritualism,” which is a turn-
around of thoughts and a way of iving. Today, those people who are

Metropolitan  Magistrates Court on 20
October, Kabir had complained that he was
not receiving adequate medical treatment in
jail. On November 2, he was taken to
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Medical College
Hospital for a check-up. According to its
deputy-directos, he suffered from variows old
agc]—rdalcd ailments but these were not crit-
iical.

Kabir has high blood pressure and diabetes
and a large accumudation of stones in his kid-

ENCOMPASSED
THE ESSENCE OF
THE BHAKTI CULT
AND SUFISM,
REJECTED ALL
DISTINCTIONS OF
CASTE, CLASS AND

Awami League government's
women's development policy
promising women equal rights to
property. Comprising mainly of
Sunni clerics heading a network of
19,199 Quami madrassas and its
students in Bangladesh, it has con-
siderable power to mobilise in the
strects. Its intensely anti-India ori-
entation was reflected in its violent
protests against Prime Minister

ed all distinctions of caste, class and
creed, rapposcd theological con-
flicts and racism. It is not surpris-
ing that such a person would be
anathema to fundamentalist
Islamists. The report in The Daily
Star, cited above, had stated that
Hefazat-e-Islam leader Maulana
Abdul Auwal had warned the
administration in a speech to stop
the event or face intervention by

ment is pursuing a much softer line
against both Ansar al-ldam and
‘Tahrir than Sheikh Hasinas n-
ment. An example is the release of
the ‘chief” of Ansar al-Islam on bail
on August 26. As a consequence,
while the Hefazat and Jamaat are
riding high and terrorist bodies are
quietly active, champions of secu-
larism like Shahriar Kabir are
imprisoned and organisations

o 5 R Y ney. Blood is coming out with his stool. MNarendra Modi's visit to Dhakaon  protestors. opposing communalism are appre-
frying to cop with change without bringing change o theirmindset, valie  Given the role of the deputy commission- - REED. (JPPOSED  the occasion of the 50th anniversary  Other Islamist arcalso  hensive and defensive. In a situation
system, and lifestyle throwgh spirtuality have really missed the message er, who presumably has nothing personal ! of Bangladesh’s independence on  flexing their muscles. Speakingata  like this, one can hardly rule out
of the wise. Therefore, its high ime that we as a society realised that  against him, it isdi&"lcul.t niot ko gl.‘ that the THEOLOGICAL  march 26, 2021. Thirteen 13 per-  grand convention of the District  Bangladesh slowly sliding towards
simpiicity of lifestyle, by embracing spiritual values, lone would be the it is the interim government, led by Mobel sons were killed and scores injured  Qaumi Madrasa Council in Dhaka  becoming a fundamentalist Islamist

remedy to the present precanious. situation that would empower us fo

manage rapid change \@l'ﬁh wigor an_l:l enthusiasm.

(The wniter is a spirifual educalor & popuwar colnmniss;
WIEWS are personal)

laureate Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus,
that wants to deny him Division One sta-
tus. That it continues to do so despite con-
siderable international demand for his
release is clearly the result of pressure from

CONFLICTS AND

RACISM

in clashes between its supporters
and members of the security forces
and Awami League’s supporters.

While the Hefazat is not calling all
the shots in the interim government,

on Novernber 25, Mamunul Haque,
the secretary general of Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlis, described the
August 5 revolution as a significant
step toward an Islamic revolution in

country and even an exporter of ter-

rorism.
(The author is Consulting Editor,
The Fioneer. The views expressed
are personal)

The rise of preventative fillers: A new era in beauty standards
India’s Millennials and Gen Z are embracing early cosmetic treatments like fillers as part of their self-care routines

able trend has emerged

among India’s Millennials
and Gen Z, the increasing
popularity of early cosmetic
treatments like fillers. This
shift highlights evelvin
beauty standards influence
heavily by social media plat-
forms such as Instagram and
TikTok, where idealised
images of flawless skin
abound.
These platforms perpetuate
an image-driven culture,
encouraging young people to
consider cosmetic enhance-
ments as a means to main-
tain a youthful appearance
and meet contemporary
beauty ideals. Recent data
from Deloitte underscores
this trend, revealing that 65
per cent of Millennials and
58 per cent of Gen Z in India

In recent years, a notice-

HEMA PANT

have a positive outlook on
using technology and aes-
thetic treatments to improve
their lives.

This rTlimism is coupled
with a heigh d focus on

the onset of wrinkles, appeal-  reports that 64 per cent of

uals are encouraged to seck

they increasingly wrn to

ing to those who wish to
stave off the visible signs of
ageing before they even
begin. A significant demo-
sraphic shift is evident in
ata from NASSCOM, which
indicates that Millennials
and Gen Z comprise 52 per
cent of India’s population.
This figure highrighls the
growing influence of these
younger generations who are
increasingly well-versed in
cosmetic procedures and less
stigmatised by them. The
lisation of such treat-

self-care and personal
enhancement, which has led
to the rising ‘p-:rpularity of
preventative fillers. Often
referred to as ‘Baby Botox!
these treatments involve
minimal amounts of Botox
ar dermal fillers used before

ments owes much to open
discussions on social media,
where people share their
experiences and results, con-
tributing to a growing accep-
tance. The American
Academy of Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery

practitioners have noted a
rise in patients under 30
secking cosmetic procedures,
reflecting this broader cul-
tural acceptance. The allure
of preventative fillers lies
not only in the desire to
maintain a youthful appear-
ance but also in the empow-
erment that comes from tak-
ing control of one's aesthet-
ic journey.

Young individuals today are
more informed and proac-
tive about their beauty rou-
tines, often secking expert
advice to make informed
decisions. This proactive
approach to beauty and self-
care represents a significant
qutura?shiFt toward embrac-
ing enhancements as a nor-
mal part of life in a digital
era. However, while the
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appeal of preventative fillers
is undeniable, young people
must approach these treat-
ments with caution. Overuse
can result in “filler fatigue,"
a condition where excessive
treatments lead to skin

stretching and the need for
maore frequent interventions.
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A balanced approach that
integrates overall skin health
with aesthetic goals is essen-
tial to ensure that beauty
enhancements do not com-
promise one's natural appear-
ance.

Education plays a vital role in
this process. Young individ-

guidance from reputable
professionals who ﬁriolitiu
safety and use high-quality
preducts. By doing so, they
can make informed choices
that align with their person-
al beauty goals without suc-
cumbing to the pressures of
fleeting trends. This empha-
sis on education and safety
empowers them to navigate
their beanty journeys with
confidence, fostering a sense
of self-assuredness in their
natural selves.

The rise of early cosmetic
treatments among Indias
youth illustrates a significant
cultural shift towards
embracing self-care and
beauty enhancements in a
digital era. As these genera-
tions navigate their identities
in a visually oriented world,

options like fillers to main-
tain their youthful allure.
By prioritising education and
safety, youn§individuals are
empowered to  make
informed decisions about
their beauty routines, foster-
ing confidence in their nat-
ural selves.

As this trend continues to
evolve, it will be intriguing to
observe how it shapes the
ongoini conversation
around beauty in modern
society. The future of beau-
tﬁ is likely to be shaped by
these young, informed con-
sumers who value both inno-
vation and authenticity, set-
ting new standards for gen-

erations to come.
(The writer is Medical
Director, Sculpt Clinics:
vigws are personal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

One Nation One Election

India’s democratic system is on the verge of a transformative
change with the ‘One Nation, One Election’ initiative

inIndia’s political discourse. On December 12, 2024, the Union Cabinet, chaired

The concept of ‘One Nation, One Election” has been a subject of significant debate

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved draft legislation to implement simul-
taneous elections for the Lok Sabha, state assemblies, and local bodies within 100 days.
This proposal seeks to streamiine India's electoral process, reduce the economic and
administrative burden of frequent elections and enhance govenance. The ‘One Nation,
(One Election’ initiative aims to align the election schedules of the Lok Sabha, state assem-
blies, municipal corporations and panchayats. The proposed legislation is likely to be
introduced in Parliament during the ongoing Winter Session, reflecting the government's
intention to initiate nationwide consultations on this transformative reform. The draft leg-
islation incorporates 11 recommendations made by a high-level committee led by for-
mer President Ram Nath Kovind. These recommendations aim to address the frequent
disruptions caused by the current staggered election
schedule, which is a drain on economic, social, and
political resources. One of the primary suggestions
involves synchronising the election dates for the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies in the first phase, followed
by municipal and panchayat ekections within 100 days.
To ensure smooth execution, a dedicated implemen-
fation group will oversee the reforms.
Constitutional amendments, such as the introduction
of Articles 3244 and 325, are proposed fo facilitate
simultaneous elections, create unified voter rolls.
Elections demand significant financial resources and
conducting them simultaneously could reduce costs
related to security, logistics and administrative expenses. Frequent elections also result
in prolonged enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct, halting developmental activ-
ities, which a unified schedule could minimise. Howewer, implementing this ambitious

reform involves

hetaniial |

o

| and ¢

| challenges. Synchronising elec-

tions requires amendments to several constitutional articles, including Articles 83, 85,
172, 174, and 356, which must be ratified by a majority of state legislatures. Building
poliical consensus among parties with diverse regional interests is another critical require-
ment. Furthermore, the Election Commission will need to mobilise resources, includ-
ing additional EVMs and VWPATS and ensure readiness of polling staff and infrastruc-
fure nationwide. Besides, simultaneous elections might overshadow local issues due
to the dominance of national narratives, potentially afiecting regional representation.
Coordinating nationwide elections within a short timeframe also poses logistical chal-
lenges. Moreover, synchronising subsequent elections in cases of mid-term dissolu-
tions could create governance gaps, leading to policy paralysis. While the proposal promis-
es efficiency and cost-effectiveness, its implementation demands careful consideration
of constitutional, logistical, and political complexities.

Avendor displays miriatues of Sama Clas shead of Chisimas celehrations, in Madia Fm

Unraveling the delicate

threads of human interaction

WVINAYSHIL GAUTAM

Communication is the lifeblood of human connection, yet it remains
one of the most intricate and fragile aspects of our existence

onversation is a del-
icate business. It is
made even more
l'm?ilc by being cen-
tral to all human
interaction. The more knowl-
edgeable individuals feel that
communication is only partial-
ly through words, It can also be
t‘{u’nugh eyes, through touch,
through gestures, and even
through si%cncc. The list can go
on. This makes communication
not only complicated but also
a sensitive matter.
Communication can be with
oneself. It can be between two
persons, or in groups. It can be
a short distance or a long dis-
tance. The possibilities are
immense,
The pitch of the voice could
matter. The eye’s movement can
be an intervening variable, and
sometimes the more well-
versed practice cross-commu-
nication, It means giving one
message through one medium
and another through another.
In other words, it can be one
message through words and
another message through the
eyes,
It technology intervenes, it
becomes even more complex.
The technological interven-
tions can be through a medium
such as a handset, a telephone,
or, in some parts, a piece of
Rapcr_ In the past, pigeons
ave been known to serve a
useful purpose, The permuta-
tions and combinations are
immense, and each has a value,
just as each medium has a
context.Like in the case of
many essentials in life, there is
no primer available and there
is no one author who has cov-
ered comprehensively all
aspects of communication,
Hence, much of this is on
|r:a|'nin§ by practice.
Mouch of this is also learning by
grief because in the absence of
a proper ‘Gury’ one can only
learn by trial and error.Many
relationships get under strain
or break because one meaning
is intended, but another mean-
ing pets conveyed. This can
sometimes be incomplete or
even distorted. Put simply, cod-
ing and decoding a message is
a complex process and has to

do with many variables,
most of which may not be
under the control of the
parties involved. Hence, it
could become like fiddling
with wires in the dark.
The solutions are not diffi-
cult if they are systematical-
Iy put into operation. In
cal'ry childhood, when a

son is being taught words, it
would be thTM if the per-
son is also helped to choose
the better word to commu-
nicate his ideas, Proper pro-
nunciation should also be
taught, If the circumstances
permit bye linguicism or
multi-linguicism can be
practiced,

This would help adjustment
to different levels of people;
Fcnp]c of different ages and
rom different contexts.
The solutions are known
just as much as the problems
are known,

But there is little systematic
attempt to put it in a frame
and help better communica-
tion. It is obvious that com-
munication can be between
two people of equal age,
between somebody who is
older and somebody
younger, people of the same
gender, pcnpfc of the oppo-
site gender, people with
prior antecedents of relation-
ships, and people with no
prior antecedents of relation-
ships.

The contexts are huge and
almost impossible to exhaus-
tively list. This is not to say
that the problem is not solv-
able or cannot be handled.
The usual response when
there is a lack of clarity on
where to begin, one should
begin just somewhere and
hope that it runs on satisfac-
torily, If it is not entirely sat-
isfactory, it can be corrected

THE USUAL as one goes along, Bcin§
RESPONSE WHEN  nurdeted b problems and

be the answer. 5 imes
THERE 15 ALACK OF 3 s Soncipes
lusive that it b dif-
i Sl el T

SHOULD BEGIN
JUST SOMEWHERE

solution.  Effective commu-
nication is one such prob-
lem.

Any discussion touching on
communication will be

AND HOPE incomplete without the real-
THAT IT RUNS  isation, as already noted,
that communication is not
ON SATISFACTORILY.  always with wards. There is
an oft-repeated quote to the
IFIT IS NOT effect of ‘if you cannot
ENTIRELY understand my silence, you
will not understand ‘my
SATISFACTORY, IT  words! Interestingly, silence
CAN BE also communicates, and
there are different 1dypcs of
CORRECTED silence. Often, body lan-
uage takes over, but that is
Buag
AS ONE  another matter,
GOES ALONG Unfortunately, communica-

tion through silence also
needs deep insights and
research,Communication

can be between people
where one of the limbs that
is centrally used in commu-
nication, loses its function or
becomes wnusable. For
example, if someone has a
problem with listening
through one ear, the best
course of action would be to
help the person concerned
restore their hearing through
the other ear.
However, this may not
always work. So options and
support systems have to be
cnerated. Like in many
things, psychological fac-
tors become very heavily
invelved, and unfortunately,
those who are not capable of
deep thought fumble more,
There is a case for serious
research on all aspects of the
communication enumerated
above and more research
on communication per se, in
a scholastic mode, would

help.

'J'i]rlhcn. one can only hope
that the general conversation
on communication will alle-
viate the confusion that
sometimes arises on com-
munication points. One
also hopes that research will
help good communication

all around.
(The writer is a well-known
management consuitant of
international repute. The
views expressed
are personal)
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Why simplicity and equality
must redefine weddings

There is a pressing need to rethink our approach to weddings: advocating for a shift

RACHMA LAKHPATI

towards simplicity, equality and genuine joy rather than crass display of wealth

eddings have long
thcn a grand cele-
bration where two

ople unite, signifying not
'I?Jcstplhc union rEf lipn sBouls,

t also the joining of two
families. These joyous occa-
sions are infused with ritwals,
traditions, and celebrations
designed to enhance the rich-
ness and pride of cultural her-

itage.
Within the shimmering lights,
the grand feast, and the spir-
ited festivities, there exists a
frequently ignored reality:
the rising expenses these cel-
jons impose on families,
especially those in the middle
and lower-middle classes.
Dowry, once regarded as a
lcn::—:m of nu?dan:d and
oppressive traditions, has
taken on a contemporary
vise. The concept of
“dowry” may no longer be
prevalent in everyday lan-
e, yet its core remains
E‘f‘:&en beneath the polished
surface of what we now refer
o as “gifts” What was once
viewed with disdain has now
en embraced, illuminated
hr a fresh perspective that
aligns with contemporary
feelings. What's the final take-
away? Families, particularly
the brides, face immense

financial strain due to these
“gift” expectations, which fre-
quently manifest as expensive
items, vehicles, and cash con-
i ns.
In many cases, what are pre-
sented as gifts are actually dis-
gu'scd demands. Middle-class
nilies, determined to avoid
the label of being stingy, fre-
uently push th.cmy:?vu to
the limit to maintain their
standing,. The expectation to
host lavish weddings adds an
extra weight, as in many cul-
tures, these ceremonies are
seen as a reflection of the fam-
ily’s standing in the commu-
nity.

In severe situations, for strug-
gling families, this can be dev-
astating; for individuals find
themselves compelled to
deplete their life savings or
other assets, while others are

drawn into loan schemes.
This debt, incurred at the
expense of societal expecta-
tions, is repaid over years—
and even decades—cre
relentless cycle of instability
The most concerning aspect
of this situation is its ongoing
nature and the way it sustains
economic and gender dispar-
ities. When a groom tradi-
tionally requests gifis for the
bride, it often creates an
unfair financial burden on the
bride’s family, even if the
demand is subtle.

It merely reinforces the out-
dated notion that a family
must “pay” to marry off their
daughter. This approach truly
detracts from the principle of
c&us]it}' in relationshi
adds unnecessary stress 1w
what should be a welcoming
even.

Mow is the moment for soci-
ety to reevaluate its values and
confront these detrimental
customs, Marriage ought to
be a celebration of love and
togetherness, rather than a
cause for financial distress or
societal expectations. A shift
away from materialism is
essential, emphasising the
importance of mutual respect,
understanding, and equality.
Families and communities
should collaborate to foster an
atmosphere that values sim-
plicity and authenticity over
extravagance and false dis-
plays of wealth.
Both governments and social
anisations can play a vital
role in addressing this issue by
implementin, ?aws against
all forms of dowry and rais-
ing awareness about its psy-

chological and financial con-
SequUendces.
A.ﬂéchl free, joyful beginning

o married life is the greatest
blessing any couple could
hope for. The true essence of
celebration is not found in the
extravagance of the occasion,
bt rather in the commitment
o a shared future rooted in

love and respect,
(The author is a freelance
writer and a maotivator;
views are personal

FAMILY FIRST POLITICS

Madam — Family first is not only for
Biden. It is rather a human tendency to
attend to the needs and aspirations of the
farnily first before thinking and acting for
the cause of the society. Biden's act of
granting a Eardnn to his son is seen as
a great sin because the US is projectin
itself as the promoter and protector o
democracy and democratic values all
over. Though it is expected of any leader
to rise above all petty thinking and pri-
oritise the benefit of the general mass and
the country, many a time we do observe
some people at the helm of affairs suc-
cumbing to simple human instincts,
keeping the disciplines and decorum
related to the position held at bay. No
doubt, such acts not only dcmn]is{\ the
imagc of the person that has been built
for decades but also bring shame to the
nation and the society he is attached to.
We have seen the way the entire coun-
try of 5ri Lanka was brought under the
rip of one family that led to unprece-
Ecnlcd levels of corruption, amassing
wealth by the family, unleashing some
sort of dictatorship, and plunging the
common people into 5uf£n'ngs of all
SOTLS.
But pcnﬁlc are watching, which all the
leaders should keep in mind. Biden lost
in the US, and the family is out in
Lanka. India is not an exception. The
leaders of the ruling dispensation, point-
il:E at the Opposition for promoting the
culture of family, assuming the leader-
ship of the party, are simultancously
focusing on bringing their siblings to the
limc]igfl of po mczﬁ careers, In most of
the states, the regional parties are almost
converted into family organs, and they
firmly believe in the dictum of ‘the king
and his family can do no wrong, mean-
ing that their family is above alFthr: laws
of the land and none of them can be
uestioned or punished. In India it is
imr\st an accepted norm to bear with all
the mistakes or misdeeds of the mem-
bers of the family in power.
A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

Gukesh youngest world chess champion

ad China's Workd Chamgicn Ding Liren in the

14t and final round, claiming the titke of the
youngest world chess champian. At just 18
wears okd, Dommaraju Gulesh has demonsirat-
ed that conguering the world is possible at a
young age. Thursday was a historic day for
Indiam chess, thanks fo Guhkesh's ramarkabl
achivement. Gukesh broke the 14-y Id

I ndia's young Grandmaster 0 Gukesh defeat-

record held by Russia's Garry Kasparow, who
became the youngest world chamgpion at the age
of 22 years, 6 manths, and 27 days. Gukesh's
victory marks a new chapter in the history of
chass. After Viswanathan Anand, Gukesh is the
secand Indian chess player to earn the titl of
world chamgion. In a 14th-round match that
lasted naarly four hours, Gukesh defaated Ding
Liran in 58 moves, becoming the 18th warld
champéan in chess history.

In Octaber 2022, Gukesh had already captured
Bveryans’s attention by defeating than-warld
champian Magnus Carksen in a rapid chess tour-
namant. In 2024, Gukesh first triumphed in the
Candidates Tournamenit. Later, ha played a piv-
ofal roe in halping the Indian men's team win
the gald madal in tha Chess Dlympiad. Now, by
claiming the world champlanship titke, he has
added another feather to India's cap.

HC JUDGE FACES FLAK

Madam— The Allahabad High Court
judge made insensitive commaents about
the Muslim community and its practices
and used offensive [)anguagc against
them, which was not warranted from
someone who is looked up to by thou-
sands of common men sccEing Justice at
the high court. It cannot be construed as
a slip of the tongue, as he spoke for more
than 30 minutes, and it is not the first time
he has garnered attention for his contro-
versial words; earlier too, his oral remarks
in the court made headlines, and he has
also said that cows exhale oxygen. Such
poor statements have the potential to
undermine public trust in the judiciary
and raise a question mark over judicial
integrity.

It ;‘f:c‘]‘cnmc that the apex court of the
country has taken note of this and sought
details of the speech. Some ma 3
about freedom of speech, but the fact that
a judge’s impartial conduct in office and
public events should be above reproach.
The Supreme Court’s action in this mat-

ter should set the house in order for other

Dhattap d Shirodkar | Mumbai
judges in district and high courts.
Bal Govind | Noida

RS CHAIRMAN FACES NO CONFIDENCE
Madam — It is unfortunate that the rul-
ing B]P and the opposition parties in our
cogunlry do not Inpni“al tamP:lhcr as ide-
ological opponents but as real-time ene-
mies. The present move by sicty members
of the opposition expressing ‘no confi-
dence against the RS chairman may not
reach the extent of voting, and even if it
does, it will get defeated as the opposition
does not have the sufficient strength for
the motion’s success, However, such a
move by the opposition expressing lack
of confidence in the chair is a black mark
in the world's largest democracy. This has
led tor the situation that they do not engage
themselves with each other and ensure a
fair and useful debate in both the Houses
of Parliament, trying to score one over the
other.

Gopalaswamy | | Chenrai

Send your feedback fo:
letierstopioneer@gmail.com
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Trump’s tariffs will backfire

TAKATOSHI ITO

5 President-elect Donald Trump
appears committed to imposing
high tariffs on imports to the
United States — or, at least, using the
threat of tariffs to bend US trading part-
ners to his will. Mr Trump now says
‘will enact a 25 per cent tariff on all imports
from Cangda and Mexico on his first day

in office, and ralse tariffs on geods from
China by 10 per cent. And he has pre-
viously advocated 60-100 per cent tariffs
onimports from China and 10-20 percent
tariffs on imports from all other countries,

including allies.

Some countries will probably retaliate
with tariffs of their own; others might try
to negotiate exemptions, by offering to
increase iInvestrent inthe US orto impart
more US agrcultural products. A third
possible response — which is particularly
relevant for China — s offshoring, with
firms shifting production to countries thar
are subject to lower US tarlffs. China is

Laying the groundwork for such
trade diversion: It has been pursuing a
“rcharm offensive” with a wide range of
eountries, including US antagonists, such
he as Russia to US allles, like Japan. For
Russia, closer ties with China are an easy
=2ll, In 2021-23, Russia's expons to China

already

Statlsties (DOTS).

Beyond bilateral ties, China and RBussia
are working to strengthen trade and
finance cooperation among the BRICS
grouping of emerging-market economies
(Brazil, Russla, India, Ching, and South
Aftrica), which extended invitations to six
(Argentina, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab Emirates). Argentina ulti-
mately refected the invitation, and Saudi
Arabia has put its plan to join on hold. But
the BRICS+ has undoubtedly gained trac-
ton, and further expansion may well ba

new members last year

in the cards.

ILLUSTRATION: ESAY SEA

The chessboard whisperers

VIEWPOINT

DEVANGSHU DATTA

ne of the more Interesting
PECLs of Gukesh
Dommaraju'’s  successful

campalgn for the world champdon-
ship was the induction of Paddy
Uptonas part of his team. The South
African is a former first-class crick-
eter and rugby international. He's
also worked as a strength and con-
ditioning coach.

But his real credentials are as a
mental coach, a head whisperar
who's worked across 20 different
sports and esports. Indians may
recall Upton as part of the outfit
that supported the winning squad
in the 2011 cricket World Cup, and
a5 a consultant with the hockey
team that won bronze at the 2020
Tokyo Olympics. Upton has also
authored a bestseller, The Barefoot
Coach: Life-changing inzights from
waorking with the wardd’s best crick-
eters, which is now likely to become
acult classic on the chess cln:ult

Upton s a 1f-

Upton and Gukesh hit it off,
spending a few hours each week dis-
cussing preparation for and playing
high-level chess. The new world
champion was gracious enough tw
mention Upton's contribution at his
press conferences, acknowledging
that Upton had helped him to sort
out his workout and sleep schedules
and prepared him mentally for all
the situations he might encounter
during the title match.

Upton, for his part, uses the
analogy of preparing for an exam
by reading the books in the syllabus
cover to cover. He says Gukesh has
studied the whole “book,” working
out how to manage his sleep, how
tomanage downtime, how to man-
age himself moment to moment
during & game. Upton described
Gukesh as an exceptionally well-
prepared professional who s highly
self-aware and more mature than
the average 25-year-olds he has
worked with,

Upton says cne of the things tal-
ented newcomers in amy sport need
tolearn isthat it is necessary w per-
form to thelr normal form, rather
than jump to a new level and risk
losing form when competing in a
major event for the first time. This
s a wonderful insight — you are in
a big event because your normal
form was good encugh to get there,
It may seem odd that chess, the
muost cerebral of sports, hm l.nken

stringent tournament conditions
and tight time controls. And, as in
any sport. the same fears and anx-
leties prey on players' nerves and
every professional sportsperson has
ta learn how to deal with those
while optimising their skills.
Chess players are good at recog-
nising wvisual patterns and are
usually of normal intelligence, ar
occasionally better. But they tend
tuas!umtheyareequxllysmnn in

rese by 63 per cent, while China’s expons
o Russia Increased 65 per cent, sccording
o my calculation wsing the Intermational
Monetary Fund's Directlon of Trade

Many countries have proved reluctant
o "takesides” in the US-China rivalry, pre-
ferring to maintain trade tles with both

the West and the China-Russia axis. This
I= true even among democracies: In 2021-
23, votal Russian exports to India rose by
606 per cent according to IMF DOTS,
‘owing langely to the Ukraine war — in par-
thcular, Russia’s need to redirect energy
exports to friendler countries, often at cut-

rate prices.

exemption for Japanese citizens.

Sofar, however, India Is more an excep-
thon than the rule among emerging and
developing economies, whose exports to
the ‘West have grown faster than their
expans to Bussia and China. According to
IMF DOTS, the Global South (emerging
and developing countries other than Chi
and Russia) increased exports to G7 coun-
tries. by 13 per cent from 2021-23; exports
to Bussia and China increased by ondy 5
percent in the same period. But this may
‘well change if Trump imposes across-the-
board import tariffs. China hopes w woo
even close US allles. For example, it unl-
laterally reintroduced a short-term visa

In Exrope, Ching has set its sights on

to advance his

na the US — and global trade overall —

imparts to rise.

partners of “dus

Hungary, where the Chinese electric-
vehicle maker BYD s building a new fac-
tory in Szeged — a bid to reduce its future
tariff bill. no douks. In fact, the European
Undon (and Japan) might be able to nego-
tlate exemnptions to Mr Trump's tariffs,
though this would not come for free, and
amy deal with China could still drive a
wedge between the US and its closest allies.
Beyond allenating friends and part-
ners, Mr Trump's tariffs will probably fail
apparent goal of reducing
the US trade deficit. If other countries
retaliatory tariffs, total exports from

well decline. Moreover, high US tariffs
would fuel domestic inflation, forcing the
US Federal Reserve to ralse interest eates,
which would probably cause the US dollar
to appreciate, causing exports to fall and

OF course, Mr Trump will point the
finger elsewhere, accusing US trading
miping” goods or maintain-
Ing artificially low exchange rates. Some

OPINION 9

observers, Including myself. speculate that
Mr Trump's pick for Treasury Secretary,
Scott Bessent, nﬂmmnwlﬁma!peclaj
G20 meeting to pressure other countries
e revalue their currencles vis-&-vis the
deollar, a move that would recall the 1985
Flaza Accord.

While Mr Trump appears eager to
impose tariffs on everyone, China has
always been his favourite target. The
apparent goal of taxes and other restric-
tions — impaosed by both Mr Trump and
President Joe Blden — is to contain
China's rise. thereby preventing it from
becominga credible challenger to the US.
But unless Mr Trump takes a prudent
approach to tariffs on imports from the
rest of the world, it is the US that will be
contained, in terms of both economic
dynamism and global influence.

Theauthor, o former Japanes deputy vice
ministeraffimance, i a profesor at the Schoolof
Internationatand Fubiic Affvirs ol Colimbia
University. @Profect Symdicate, 2024

BJP goes after Foggy Bottom

BJP's attack was not merely on the American ‘deep state’. The
idea had been acquiring currency across ideological lines for
some time and has been given greater legitimacy by Trump

most impartant event in our politico-
strategic history passed with somewhat
debate than it deserved. It was the

Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BIP's) attack not
merelyon the “deep state,” now seen s a formi-
dable, undefinable, and mysterious pan-
national demon, but also on the US State

Department.

‘When the BIP's official Twitter (soery, Elon,
%) handle posted a 16-part thread artacking the
US deep state for launching an all-out war on
Indiaand its Modl government, you might have
nomly been inclined to say, "It's OK. Trump
is the new President. He's railing sgainst the
same monster. So. it's just as well that the BIP
also joins in. Be on the winning side” Except.
the 13th of these posts went beynndmed.eep
state and accused the US State D

hure by this US government-funded initiative.
Complications, however, arise at & more sub-
stantive level. It isn't the first ime a ruling party
in India has attacked the “foreign hand” or spe-
cifically the US, The Congress did so routinely
inthe Indira era.

Inthe early 19708, as Mrs Gandii came under
pressure from the Opposition, she and her party
routinely accused their opponents of being C1a
agents. It was then that Rajya Sabha member
Piloo Mody, who had been a founding member
of the Swatantra Party, walked into the House
one day wearing a badge saying, "l am a ClA
agent” Later, Rafiv Gandhl and even P V'
Marasimha Rao routinely attacked America
when under pressure, Rajiv with his numl]yﬂd’

aocusingthe Modl government of ruining a vital
strategic relationship to “protect his friend
Adani” Is just another irony in this season of

dictis given its antl-
Americanism, which Manmohan Singh had wo
defy for that epochal nuclear deal.

It's the Oppositions job to prey on the gov-
ernment’s contradictions. But how does the gov-
emment sacrificing arela-
thonship it says it values? The answer won't be
as simple as saying the party has its view and
the government will keep doing its thing. India
and America may have become friends, butanti-
Americanism has always survived in popular
opinion. Lately, it's been turbo-charged with Mr
Trump railing against his deep state. iis many
“conspirecles,” and woven into it the curdous
new appeal of the Idea of de-dollarisation, some-
thing % Jalshankar has tried to squash unam-

more than once.

5o strong ks our ant-Americanism lhat a0

and influentlal peopk

kara denge” ("we will make them 1
theair grand "), and Rao in a parli

leading this conspiratorial cabal

The key lines: "It has always been the US
State Department behind this agenda... The
deep state had a clear objective to destabilise
India by targeting Prime Minister Modl...the
French investigative media group Medlapart
mvealedlhalﬂ(.n’.‘:kl’ is funded by the US State

other respects, Inc

each other out. This is not neces-
sarily true. It is unlikely a profes-
slenal chess player, who has spent
time focussed on learning the sub-
theties of sundry openings and tack-
ling difficult endgames, Is better at
dealing with their own emotional
frailties than a psychologlst who
has focussed on understanding the
vagaries of the mind.

Mental coaching, motivational
training. life training, and the like
are soft skills, and it's difficult to
determine their impact. Upton says
a good mental coach may sdd 1-2 per
cent to the performance levels of a
top sportsperson by helping them
understand themselves. That 1s of
‘course, enough to make a difference
when two athletes are stretched to
their limits, and it may well have
done the trick in Gukesh's case.

But it is hard o measure such
small differences objectively, and
the internet is chfnml bloc with
“amateurs” and

beginner at chess, When he was
approached by Gukesh's sponsor in
May, he was hesitant though
intrigued. He had never worked at a
sport where, as he says, the mind i
the main performance tool. But he
feltthe principles for improving per-
formance in any sport are probably
similar.

solong to regard tal

Ing as integral to This
is perhaps due to a sense of excep-
tionalism and, possibly, hubels.
Chess has always considered
itself different from other sports.
While this was possibly true for
some years, it has become increas-
ingly less so as the game is now
played for st sums under

offering suc rices. It"s very hard
to judge which of them actually
dellvers value. Ni hel now

s USAID. In fact,
QEI percent of OCCRPs funding
comes from the US State
Department.”

‘There are specific mentions
of the Pegasuis controversy, sev-
eral exposés on the Adani
Group, and also references to
ather "deep state” fAgures like
GeorgeSors. Thesubstantively
new thing here was the BIP
launching a direct and ungual-
ified artack on the US State
Department. Please note that
Mediapart is also the hard-left
French platform that led the

i deal

SHEKHAR GUPTA

Congress and Modi critics with much ammu-
nition to attack him. Sofar, for the BJIP, it

NATIONAL INTEREST

tary intervention. Sldelight- Later, the Minkstry
of External Affairs tried explaining this to the
US embassy by dismissing it as a slip of the
tongue [n a conversation with some of us edi-
tors, a furlous William Clarke. .Jr, the US ambas-
sador at the time, asked, “Was his tongue slip-
ping for 15 minutes?”

%o far, so good, but those
times were different. This was
India's Cold War antl-
Amerl:anhm hcw. we live in

many

bytheideaufalskl(::cunenw.nevenrﬂndl.flt

‘will be just another mame for the Chinese Yuan,

It goes without saying that antl-Americanism s
ibly the safiest idealogy to flaunt.

Doubts and disputes will arise in the closest
partnerships. As Mr Biden winds up, each side
thinks it caught the other with their hands in
the cookie jar. The US on the Pannun issue and
India now paying back on OCCRP. How can you
da such a thing to a friend? That's the question
each ks asking the other.

‘Could the Modi gavemmenn’kll’hawhan
died

csalve]nd]an Prime Ministers
and five US Presidents have
halled ours as the most con-
sequential bilateral relatbon-
ship of the 215t Century. India.
and America see each other as
strategic partners if not allies.
‘Some lines spoken during Mr
Modi's official state wisit
Washington In 2023 are rel-
‘evant here.

Mr Modi said, "Our... important decislons
have addesd a new chapter to our comprehensive
andgluhn}l stmegc partnership.” Joe Blden had
ip that is

have been part of some French left deep-stat
plot to underming India and the Modi govern-
ment. Now, it's a credible ally. That bromy just
died ksn't a phrase that works in hard palitics.
Here, iror just

the mwost consequential in the world, that is
stronger, closer and more dynamic than any
time in history” And this, from the &.500-word
joint was the cherry on the cake : "No

storyteller of Vikrom e Betaal.

In this latest avatar, Bataal Mediapart's story
was actually quite damaging to the US estab-
lishment. It {sn't just to clever by half, but alse
cynical in the extreme to be funding (without

that Upton’s client has proved to be
spectacularly successful, chess pro-
digles from around the world will
be in the market for such services.
This could be a new niche for "head

Left-arm speed merchants

EYE CULTURE

WISHAL MENON

arrying skill, athleticism, and
M finesse, Mitchell Starc's bowl-
Iingis as=ight to behold. There

Is magic In the manner he powers to

the crease and flicks the ball with his

cocked wrist to generate late swing.

Onecannot blame Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Shubman Gill for looking like deer
caught inthe headllght! tqdrgm

e d L

national consclousness in 1978, Indis

had a left-arm pacer from

Rajkot
named Karsan Ghavrl. Abowlerwitha

squarejawline, lithe frame, and
L

first

when heb

Indian pacer to get 100 Test wickets,

At the turnofthecentury, Zaheer
Khan made asplash with a 150 kmph
thunderbolt that sent former Australia
captain Steve Waugh'sstumps fora
‘walk. Khanwould discover his verve
during India’s tour of England in 2007,

Inrecent times, India have
unearthed another left-arm fast
bowler named Arshdeep Singh. Singh
‘was part of India's 201E title-winning
U-19World Cupsquad. In 2022, he
‘would make his international debut
agalnst England. Sincethen, the
youngster has made a name for
himsalfas alimited-overs specialist,
unleashing yorkers at 140kmph with
ease. In A0T201s, and through several
International Premier l.engu.e wtln.y.

journalism across the
world while simultaneously holding a veto over
appointments of key personnel and sues, as
revealed by Mediapar. Cyniciem, however, st
e a core requirement for becoming & super-
power. Equally, a political party was within its
rights to question iz, if it felt its government was

corner ofhuman enterprise s untowched by the
parmership between our two great countries,
which spans the seas to the stars”

This gives context to the BIP's attack on the
U5 State Department now. Of course, diplomat-
ically, both sides maintain at the highest levels
there’s no problem with th

hawve spoken dif-
ferenthy If Kamala Harris had \mm?'!’au canspec-
ulate. My point would instead be, has the US

“See some of the statements of Ambassador
Eric Garcettl. Was it really necessary—or diplo-
matic—for him to talk of the “red lines” on the
Pannun | India gpond-
Ing to it very differently than to Nijjar- L.amda’

Or hisstatement that the LS made adistine-
tion between talk and acts of terrorism. His
country knows as well s ours how terror talk
can turn intoaction, These were among the most
Insensitive words spoken in India by a US
Ambassador in three decades.

cige that

mowes are way better than the bhangra we saw
from Justin Trudeau even if thelr costumes
seemed tallored by the same guy in Palika
Bazaar. Dancing to Bollywood music or dholak
Enoway towin the hearts and minds of Indians.
in the Z1at century, especially not when you are
schooling them on the “difference™ between ter-
roe talk and action.

Nosingle individual, Institition, ular:ﬂunls

this, but the
asmessiul e final hsof the Biden

0, how dio twio great powers, who mutually
repeatedly hail each other as vital strate-

gic panners, reconcile this contradiction? That
the Congress party has now latched onto thisby

adminisration. The BIP, Id guess, isresponding
In kind — definitaly not without checking with
ts povernment. And they wait for Mr Trump.

By specialarmngesent with ThePrine

The year we thought about institutions

TICKER

MIHIR S SHARMA

those from certain Muslim-
majority countries entering the
S — were in fact held up by
judicial
members of his Cabinet just got
on with their job, and at least
one resigned rather than help
hdm out politically.

All of this did lead us to
assume, when Mr Trump was
voted out
Ameriean institutions had sur-
vived thelr greatest test. But,

scruting.  Varlous

during  Nobel

in 2020, that

‘omy has enjoyed something of
8 renalssance this year. aron
Acemogin, Simon Johnson, and
James A Robinson formally
recelved their economics prize

Stockholm. They deliverad thair
Nobel lecture at Stockholm
University on Sunday; Prof
sAcemoglu reminded us that
poorly designed institutions
can impase greater limits an
growth than expected.

or lawyer from the President’s
own party is appointed by the
President to  head the
Department of Justice and isa
member of his Cabinet — but
from that moment on Is sup-
posed to make decisions with-
out the interference of the
Fresident. Such an inversion of
basic incentlves can persist
‘only when some sort of institu-
tional strengrh has been built
up, baoth in terms of depart-

Week in

negotlate St

the just concluded Test match of the

Border- L.avaskar l‘lophyln Adelaide.
1

Watehi,

lynchpin. Like Akram, K

varlations, includingt

ﬁmdltlsumnfcllcket\snwste‘themal
slghts. Wasim Akram remains the high
priestofleft-anm fast bowling, although
fans from a different generation may
plck Anstralia’s Alan Davidson over the
Punjabl from Lahore.

Akramwas awlzard whowould
huestle n f dellverat

1's howling singh has
prompting
cricketingnous and developed several | punditstowonderwhy he i not
knuckleball playing' The 25-year-old,
whichhelped him get crucial scalps in wl'l.owa!akzymemhemflnd.lxg

the limited-overs format.

India still gets misty-eyed over M5
Dhonissixinthe 2011 World Cup final
agalnst Sl Lanka. But without Khan's
A wickets inthat showpiece
tournament, India would not have

he summit

control over swing and seam. Overthe
courseafnearly twodecades, from
1964 102003, the "Sultan of Swing " had
the impassivitytobreak a few skoulls,
evenashep theart ofreverse

clash in Mumbal.
Intermittently through the 2000s,
Khan found anallyin Ashish Nehra,
another lefi-armer, who created
awkward angles for right-handers
withth d.el.lvery sadl.y a

swingunder Imran Khan's tutelage.
Arguably Pakistan's greatest
cricketer, Akram possessed cricketing
Intelligance to recalibrate his plans
spell by spell, over by over, and ball by
ball. Simply put, he was & capeain’s
delight and abarter's nightmare.
Davidson, who plied histrade
through the 1950s and early 605, wasa
bowlerwithan econemical actlon who
«could extract coplous amounts of
swing from the most bendgn surfaces.
Before Kapil Dev burston tothe

fragile body

World T20triumph inthe Caribbean
earlier this year, has expressed his
‘desire to feature inthe game’s
traditional format.

Indianselectors have missed a
trick by not including Singh in the
ongoing Test serles Down Under. In
Australia, he would have been the
perfect foll toJasprit Bumrah. Singh
could have quelled the irrepressible
Travis Head with hisability tobring
theball into the lefi-hander and then

Nehra's hnun:ebacka‘bl.liry ln um
Irfan Pathan, who grewupidolising
Akram, piqued the nation'sinterest
‘with hisswing, spirit, and curly locks.
Threeyears later, Pathan would turn
Intoa national heroafter plekinga hat-
trick against Pakistan on Day 1ofa Test
matchin Karachl. By the end of 2007,
Pathan’s swing and pace had
nosedived. 1 1to his woes,

notwithstanding, Singh could have
exploited his weakmness outside the off-
stump, which some of India's r@lt
handed be niled tod
Havinga left-arm quick n[Sdlgh ]
calibre gives the bowling attack the
much-needed heftand variety. It's like
having another bow in Team India's
‘quiver, or an ace up theirsleeve,
asawhite-ball

and hewas never quite thethreathe
ONCEWas.

viceto

he United States (US)
may be about to recelve a
lessonin

clearly, we were wrong. The
greatest test for institutions is
not when an elected leader first

It has been argued since
26, when Donald Trump was
first elected President. that
there are limited ways in which

atternpts to w them.
They come under real strain
when that leader is re-elected.
That is when the individuals

he could alter the
trajectory of a country with
strong and stable institutions.
It has been stated at varlous
points that his own party
would hold him in check; that
the President needs the
approval of Congress to oper-
ate; that blatantly illegal
actions would not stand up in
court; that the federal govern-
ment was too large and vast to
do one man's bidding.

who make up those institu-
tions, and on and
actlons their independence
depends, begin to give up.

We in India have had some
experience of this. We often talk

Instituticns appear to be, if
we take such work serlously,
both extremely fragile and
unusually persistent. Their
effect and influence can last for
centuries — for example, colo-
nial institutions survive in
many ways, including in India.
But, somehow, they are slmul-
taneously not too strong; they
can be distorted or broken by
the pressure imposed by pow-
erful leaders.

about the hollowing out of cur
institutions  during Indira
Gandhi’s long, If interrupted,
stint in power. But it was after
she received a respunding man-
date on re-election that this
Institurional decay really hegan
to take hold. Even in more

Arew ing of different
things here? I3 an "institution”
like the US Department of
Justice or its Supreme Court
different from an "instinetion”
such as the legal and constin-
tional ethes of Enlightenment-
era Individualism that is sup-
posed lons?

Ta be fair, the
his first term did not disprove
all those claims. Yes, the
Republican Party did not put
up much of a defence, and
voted en bloc in his defence
during both impeachments, for
example. But some of his most
actions — for

specialist iath di
this sparkling youngtalent.

example, the restriction on

recent times, th
tionably a qualitative diffm-
ence, in the atmosphere in the
corridors of power, betwean the
first term of the current dispen-
satlon in Mew Delhl and after
they were resoundingly re-
elected in 2019,

Wewere reminded this week
that instinrtional political econ-

p el actl
Perhaps the former can bend,
buckle, or break, while the
latter survives.

And perhaps not. Definitely,
to an outsider, the broad inde-
pendence that has usually been
the remit of an attorney general
inthe Us is almost

mental processes or their
underlying ethos. Attorneys
general in the past have refused
to fire special prosecutors
Investigating the President —
for example, during the
Warergate scandal — and been
fired themselves for this defi-
ance, Much more recently, the
curTent attomey general very
consplouously took his time
about prosecuting Mr Trump.
His party might be paying the
price of his punctiliousness. It
Is hard to see how such care
would be taken to preserve
Institutional independence and
ohjectivity in the next four
years — and, if not, why It
should ever return.

If there is a lesson o take-
away from the institutional
turn in political economy; com-
bined with the political cur-
rents of populism, it is this:
Institutional strength is both
vital and fragile. Defending it
must be the primary task of pol-
Itles. But this defence will not
prevail if the are not per-

Incomprehensible. A politician

suaded of its importance.
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Distrust, disorder
inthel louse

e N0~
I chairperson of the Il.n,u'u \al:lhu is unpm:vdunh:d
in the country’s parliamentary history. Signed by G0
Rajya Sabha rnumbcnt 1: m.k-t hlsn maoval from office on

COMMENT

POLLFORMULA

When Hindutvameets
inclusive outreach

Transactional welfarism
powers BIP'srise froma

Hindutva-drivenentityto | |

adominant electoral force

o, aboutthe

ueture. The BIPs domi

imiplications for federalism and Indin's
pluralistic fabric,
In the Nor llll mc B u'mr.-med

may secure electoral victories, but the
r socictal consequences of these
luhuw pose serious u.h.alleluma w

k % caste-
hnsulmwnlall-mm Acase in point
is Phulpur, a constituency in Uttar
Pradesh that was once a symbol of
Congress-cra politics. Its strategic

in the state has been rede-

grounds ol ol T 1§ party, DEEPANSHU MOHAN
11Icn1l:whm|1==th:|mu)(bn.lnupuswd as the Opposition Ethe {ehe BIPs dual iden
par the numbers to carryit but th 1 Aum profound contradiction: 15
ilullwrﬁbw]n‘yiny, 1 shiows it to Hin-
I trust bety e head of th H d dutva and i3 simultancous attempt o

111rn1hcrs.u|tllwlmw the ruling side and the Opposition.
In a democratic system, parliament is the highest forum
Torcomversation, Partics represent people and they should
talk in parliament, agreeing a and disagreeing on marters.,
But there is no conversation in par]u\mn.m. whu.h is lluw u

court non-Hindu and Iu\m:nunc voi:

fining custe dynamics, securing o boyal
witer base, In Bihar, alliances with the Ja-
nata Dal (Unied) and hyper-local caste
recalibrations have dtllw:mcl victories

s, Hindhutva, li
Innclin oy s Hindu nation, has histor-

leally mar
loweer castes while observing women as
ur:rhcrxaml chilel-bearers in derogn-

11lghl_\rpn1:|r|s<.':lpi:|lﬁlnll nhn:l\.'
aretr iliti rih d mewhmn
I8 insession, it Ismnn- I||1I1|.- .nljmn nment mude The move
against Dy miir ol affairs,

The presiding officers of the two Houses have also con-
tributed to this state of disrepair, 1t is their responsibility
tovrun the Houses cordially and efficiently, giving no scope
for complaints of partisanship, The
imoral authority and goodwill they
gain by treating all membersequally
and enforcing norms and rules well
will help them bring the members
and parties together, But they have
been found wanting in this aspect.
The Opposition has based its move
against Dhankhar on his rulings
inside the House and statements
outside which it has provided as evi-
dence of his partisanship, The latest
instance quoted by the Opposition
is hla (|t'l‘|:|‘(||| o allow BJP MPs 1o
SpH djourmment i
had hmw:llmmdl earlier. There
are other instances as well, The Oppaosition notice hos also
said that he has made unaccepeable remarks against the
Leader of the Oppaosition and acted like a spokesperson of
the government.

Dhankhar had the record of an extremely antagonistic
relationship with the West Bengal government and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee when he was the Governor of
thestate, Hehas exolled the RSS inthe House and hasmade
controversial remarks about the powersof parliament and
the judiciary, He is the Viee-President of the country, and
a pullucul uw.-dmd hurts ummtumﬂnl offices, Being the

of the Rajya S houbd be morecon-
s.'llmlcnythnnc:nnhulmmd|u.1.dal::|1s|:a1::wcthcmlltlm!
Tray to run the House, The Oppaosition move will hopefully
drive that message home. An aggressive ruling side, a des-
perate Opposition, and a presiding officer distrusted by the
Opposition are not a good combination for parliament.

Asthe RS
presiding
officer,
Dhankhar
shouldrise

above politics
anddrop his
combative
style

The crowning
of aprodigy

he chessworkd has founda new king in the prodigious
Tﬁukr. mmmmju In a draining World Chcs-e
) P the 18-year-olddet! | Ding
W ity and e that belied
lm uw: Gubkesh was |nm|1:dn.s the favourite ahead of the
Championship clash, and with good reason, After acing
the Candidates event in Canada, he played a stellar role
in Indlia's march 1o the team gold at the Chess Olympiad,
mpplnglmpby nmngllu wmold mcdnlrm hﬂcurlunmf:hn
tournament points outof ten, Liren,
contrast, came into this L4-game marathan with no form,
The Chinese superstar's struggles extended beyond the
board oo, compelling the pundits 1o assert that Gukeshwas
theking-in-waitingand itwas onlya matterof time before he
;ul::ntlc:il lh&:'lllm:nc.
r

ratsalvo,charging i
nervous Gukesh towin th ©
wietory in 304 days. Und d. Gukesh displayed

dous character and bounced back almaost im |11|.1lu|tr.l3, by
securing snnwlhrun.ndlm.Illnulllc-pm:wdlnmn'lh:ml
ofsuch iod of inter
barthes enswed but not nnu'dnd Gukesh blink, going toe-to-
toewithhismoreex
nent and sending out the Illt"iﬁ-mlt.
theat hewouldn'tgive it away, Gukesh
ended the seven-game sequence
of stalemates by nudging ahead in
Game 1, only for the Chinese to hit
back immediately, Tied at 646 after
12 games, the clash seemed destined
1o head into a tie-breaker with the
established order proelaiming that
Gukesh would find it hard w digest
thelntesedefeat, Butthe poker-faced
teenager who worked with world-renowned mind coach
Pinl:l_\rllpum held his o nnl’ur:.\hly s.ucunng adrawin
inGame14, itwas
lhc sensoned Li |1'|1 whnnw.levd |11nku1s1 uhc nllwcm:r
topresentthe ga heti don
the unexpected gift w send his country into raptures,
Gukesh's dream of becoming a world champion was
fuelled as a seven-yenr-old when he watched Viswanathan
Anand, afive-time champion who later beeame hismentor,
Torse vo Magnus Carlsen in the World Championship battle
in Chennai in 2003, A deeade of deep-rooted ambition,
perseverance, and immense sacrifice = not just from him,
Tt alse his parents who had w batte Anancial challenges
=culminated in ecstasy for India, The enormity of his ac-
complishment hit Gukesh not long after Liven offered his
right hand in surrender, as he broke down in a show of raw
emation, keptwonderfully undercheck until then, By going
1 before him, Gukesh has becomie the new
poster boy of chessin India,

Gukesh's
ascension to
the world title

Isastory of
ambition and
perseverance

ways, Yet under Naren-
dm Mndl the B has made significant
inrands, in some cases with assistance
Tram Ihc : [und ts grassroots. level

and
nmlnnllu.)' I‘I.I.'OL"'I among these groups
Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha clection,

Similarly, its atemps o appeal o
Mushim women by advoeating For the
abolition of wiphe tlag coexdst uneasily
with anti-minariy rhetoric and policies
such as the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and the revocation of Arti-
cle 370 in Jammu and Kashimir. These

natmerel
Ilk'yulw reflect decper tensions in the
IS governance model thai ithreaten
1o undermine India’s secular anc social
[abric. Thisadopted duality korelectoml
aprvival and power also challenges the
BJIs eranssctional, populist narrative
of “empowerment’ which merely re-
packages entitlement- based short-term
welfare wansfers as ‘opportunities for
ligher mobsility without making suls-
stantive investments in human capital
development, employment generation,
andeconomicsseurity for lower, middle,
and lesser privileged classes,

This makes one also inquire: Does
BJPs electoral support among Dalits
and OBCs represent genuine inchasion,

" mrtlylrulunm:nmvllnn pak
o schemes, often designed

s central government,
s powerful tools for voter mobik
lisation, BJP's appeal to marginalised
groups, hewever, often stops shore of
struciural reforms that would address
entrenched inequalities,

The party’s rise ws o pan-Indian polit-
anl foree is marked by itsabslity woadapt
and dominate across diverse regional

in iencies such a: (]
hlruklnu the I!u-chtrlyn]mnll [al's
0 in.

nﬂuullu-:|::Illmnl..\n:hu||>c

Politics of welfare populism

Central to the BJP's electoral strategy
I8 its extensive use of welfare politics,
Flagship schemes such as the Ayush-
man Bharat, which provides health
Insurance o over 500 million people,
and PM-KISAN, offering income sup-
port to farmers have been instrumen-
ral in consolidating temporal support
amongst the karger percentage voting
RrOups: from ruml and economically

In the East. the BIFS rise in West
Bengal highlights its ability to disrupt

1 voters.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, ini-
tlatives lile the Pradhan Mantn Ganb
Kalyan Yojana, which provided free
foad graing to millions of fumilies, fur
ther solidified the BIP's pro-poor im-
mge, These efforis have transformed
woter percepthons, ereating a direct
connection between wellare benefits
and Modi's leadership, This limited
wellare-driven approach alse exposes
stark contradictions,

Modi's frequent eriticism of resdi
(freebie) culture rngs hollowrings
hollow considering the approximately
s 34 lakh crore spent on wellare
schemes Treould beargued thit thisper-
sistent reliance on welfare poliics high-
Hghts the party's electoral pragmatism
rnther than acommitment tosustainable
governance,

By prioritisr
bong-term d

shiort-term gaing over
n:pmml the BIP risks

frustructure cont-
with e

wilnerable witers,
InviheSouth, the BIP faces more resist-
ance but has made mlnllnud inroads.

y rather than
fostering l!|'||>|IW|.I!IILIII Moreover,
the selective application of wellare
programmes raises concerns about
politicisation, Data suggests that wel-
fare schemes are often concentrated in

Karnatal: i mgholdl, with
constituencies lilke Bengaluru South
showeasing its urban appeal. In Telun-
ana, the party won eight of the 17 Lok
Sabha constimencies in 2024, In Tamil

adu, where Deaviclian politics domi-

ntes, thee BIPs focus has been on Tamil - righ

prlde and heritage, rellecting a slow but
diliberate sirategy toeseablish ivsell.
In the West, the BIP hos |

LI cng elec
toralstrongholdsrather thanacdressing

|L\Iuammllwmn
This approach und mnnn the prin-

perception thit wdﬂwwlualuuulwmd
bt politieal reward, Such strat-
egles, while eleciorally effective, erode
the integrity of democratic governance,
irgrel b py

i red

its parmership with the RSS to deep-
en grassroots connections, as re-
flected in Maharashten, where over
GOLO00RSS-Mciliated meetings were
held '.|I|cnd of the recent Assem-
hly el ul on.

landscapes, leveraging
le narvatives and 1argeted outreach
o secure s position. From the Hindi
Beartland of the North w the political-
ly resistant South of luld-rll. the BIPs

llllll l|l|. Eul"; -e:hhxlmwnu a sig-

than empowered stakeholders.
The BIP's dominance has profound
implications for Indian dcm:n.rm\ The
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SPEAKOUT

LAwomandied whenhe (Allu Arjun)

visited atheatre,

Hehas beenarrested in

that connection
and there'sno

political involvement

nn

inthis,
Ran, Congross WP

Artimitates life, Life imitates high school,
Brad Holland

TOBE PRECISE

ML THER /‘/‘/

GAMES END THE
MOMENT YOU REALISE
YOU ARE PAMNS IN

E THE GAME! I
INPERSPECTIVE

Al-led education,
anewnormal

Educators must
haveclarity on
processes that can
be automated and
fundamentals that
are non-negotiable

ANUPAMA RAJ AND
SHILPI BANERJEE

I (Artificial Ineelli-
genee) s becoming the
Abuzzword Across do-

ulnplu: blend nF
inelectonl

conmmimally ler:u'd p(ﬂurliulmn [
secure deologieal objectives for the BIP

ratses eritical s about the evily-

students from even remote
parts of the country made
||'|l' wi:cl: |1| online rvmll

h, while

Iu.lmlu;ikwm et s oftenselective,
undermining the n:nnnu‘nl reforms

wﬁk‘h.n::hh:lmc.mnumdlﬂmﬁllyur
Fobhabhan - 1
er

|:Im|u- wull internet ru‘cwu
o

i that limived tme? So, the
dquestion here isas educators,
dio we have clarity on why
certain knowledge, eapaci-
tles, values, and dispositions
are non-negotiable in terms
of sutomation v/safewothers
that can be awtomared pure-
Iy from an efficiency point
of view ¢.g. gamilying the

- gener-
mage lor a

a detailed

ing onatople.

The primary purpose of
educational assessments
is w0 understand and track
Thoweffectively students have
nastered the iecessary eoim-
petenches, Now, with Al-ena-
bled learning in the plore,
how much of this mastery s
nmlmllndtpcndeuuhmk

reshaped
Indias electornl map - these extend to
its efforts in the eastern and western
parts of the ¢ country. The methods em-

needed for

Furthermore, its use. of divisive nar-
ritives = blending wellare promises
with Hindutva and centralising power

pleyed womchiever! T

h Tndia's phuralistic ethos and

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

(The roriter fs a professor, dean, and
hirector, Centre for New Eeonone
Srndlfes, n‘H'MfMF(;M‘Mv’Um‘rm.l’ty
Ankair Stregh

wngeof pne.euhl

ingl
A

Itesinter Y-
tegrated teachinglearning,
The potetinl and reach of Al
in w:m Ium—: cxpnudr:d
o

Theironhorseand I

Forthe first time inits storied
history. the iconic Brindavan
Expresswas late
HEMA RAMESH

s | lazily flipped through the
newspaper on o Sunday morm-
ing, two stories about trains in
Bilar caughit my eye, Suddenly, | found
myself reminiscing about the significant
rode trang played in my younger years,
Growing up in an industrial town in
Biharin the 19608, | 'was 1o stra
trains, Every two years, my [y
I would embark on a two-nigh
Journey w Bengalurw, then a relatively
uitkriown town beyond Madeas, Prepar-
ing for this journey was a labour of kve
Tor my parents, whao booked Forward o
meeting thelr families. Forme, iwasthe
ml‘ltl.‘\nmnlllmmh’ulllum
The

|I1uuuvyur|lu111 conbd b one that he hicd
Dulbd! Yes, the L

TRON HORSES palnted on a shed, What
ieent k i sdedinside,

COMpANY wiksa very imporzant oned
Years later, my cousing and | would
sneak out of our homes 1o watch the
trains pass by, We'd stand on the rail-
way overbridge at Perambur Loco
Works on, eagerly awaiting the
-.-nu Lt xpress, A iy’
headlight cameinto view, the hythimie
thundering grew louder, followed by
the arresting metallic roar of the die-
sel locomotive, We were spellbound!
The mindnvmil n:msmul!rm»m

Twomndered inawe.

I remember visiting his office in the
h|.11uw. busilding next m'\lmlrnnbm
where he work
{,hlﬂ mechanical engineer. "t oceupicd
the largest office | had ever seen, with
four bk telephones on his tble, His
humility and kindness had earmed him
the respect and admiradon of his col-
leagues and workers. We lost him to
adreadiul heart attock when he was
]ulil &3, J‘\dmug‘ ul'ﬁl el mmmﬂi

the way ~mulmb= learn, and
teachersinsirict,

Al technology can self-
trabn, adagpt, and scalein wiys
that traditional educational
technology connot. It can
lenrm and improve ies intelli-
gence over time by analysing
large amounts of real-time
dlata related wstudent learn-
Ing patterns, By identifying
Individual smidents strengrhs
andwealenesses, Al ean adjust
in reak-time to provide each

student milored learning ex-

perience. [t can also manage

o large number of students

simultaneously and scale up

activities like providing quie-

zesandoflering personalised
il

wcl'.thcn l\-'|_ . |mdu-spnn.d

ofiei teche
|I|:l|w nna}\lbumplmblrm
differentinte soon. Does this
meanAliscompletelyeviland
needs to be evicted from the
education system? The an-
swer is not that simple. This
wionlhd require a much more
nr;umlm'g and concrete ef-
fort to understand how well
students can authenticate
their leaming and how pro-
ductively are teachwers able 1o
e this assistive iechnology in
thedr favour, A few principles
need o be in place o ensure
e e,

Balance Isthe
forward vy

Comprehensive school-lev-
el policies and guidelines
should be co-created 10 en-
sure i shared underscanding
among students on what lev-
el ol Al usage is permissible
and what is eonsidered out of

Jewel of 5
for its punctualit

Railway, e iy fear 0niorng

Legend had it that  in Perambur, An old fr u.rul who was its lmpm dﬂj r k-

people would set their watches by its  driving back home from his factory in dren's ereativity; replacing H|II'|II|§. dralts of their work
Padli, found the road blocked by o sea the teacher’s role; increas-  and furnishing evidence of

passing time,
My lather’s Fumily hae a shining siar
my umlc.n brillinnt student and engi-
neer who topped the Raillway Serdees

of people, Only Later did be realise that
I|1r Sl WIS AN euipouring si ll'll‘l by
[} 1 for their bl

ing cases of plaglarism; and
ENCOUTARING Assessment
While all these

Hewentor iy
kumtmnlrlhutkmulnlml.iun Ilnilw.l)&,

mn:n that pulled our traing, and those
that passed by, had the gold letters *SE'
engrved on them - South Estern Rul
wany, of course, My father once wold me

hem
IlauMw Hisearly postinggwasin Anclhra
Pradesh's busy Bitragunta Junction.
As o small child passing by in a trai
remember the words HOME OF THE

That the train w.nlud for
extra time in Bangalore City station,
o ferry his shocked family members
to Madras. For possibly the first time
in its history, the Brindavan Express
arrived lute. Even the great iron horse
paid eribute to the caring master,

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR
New RBI Governor has a |'uugh road uhcud

Apropos ‘RBI boss' big ask: Restori

Revenue Secrctary Sanjay Malhotra's surprise appoint-
I.ﬁ’u[ Indin Governor comes amid
concerns over declining economic growih, a weaker
currency, and rising infladon. Malhotra faces significant
expectations, particularly regarding monetary policy. N Sadhasi

mient as the Reserve Ba

Kudos Gukesh

The new World Chess Champion,
18-year-obd Gukesh, has made history
inIndia, Ilwﬂlurl-‘llnulmlmwm ic

" (Dhec 13), Dy

Elusive health equity
Apropos India's rough road to
health equity’ (Dec 13), India has
not made a:-pu.niln..ml. progress
toward b ity While pro-

[T Iq:munlL u

W
o reach this

posithon s commendable, Kudos o
Gukesh for his unwavering commit-
ment, which has brought Incian chess
to the glabal spotlight.

K Ragavan. Bengalury

like A51|~h|nnn Bharai are
well: Intentioned, the rellance on
insurance schemes and inad

ack |lnw|tdn|m| the unfinished agenda of rest
infltion-growth bilance, A rte eut review is lilely i the
Malhotra-headed MPC's Febraary meeting, which will be
achallenging decision,

va Reddy, Bengalury

asomber note,

government expendicare on health,
ensuring informal employment

concerns are valid, in the
Tuture as technology eontin:
e 1o evolve, it s important
for educators to navigate
cer Iullcgnnclplm and poli-
cles oy elTectively utilise Al to
their benefit.

The: use of Alin education
I8 o grey wone, ot present.
There is an imminent need

o understand what kind of

lenowledge and skills could
be safely d using

theirorigingl work asneeded.

Teachers should be en-
couraged 1o and capacicated
in unilising Al as cheir peda-
gogicassistant. Routinetasks
such nsdesigningasse sment
ols, automating gracing for
objective-type tests, creating
detnibed] grading rbsrics, and
malntaining performance
records can be enslly auto-
ated using AL Whike many
rowtine processes could be
offloaded to Al there should
H'nmmnrtiunu.wmmwh

AT and what should remain

strictly within the purview of

classroom teaching-Jearning.
As i teachier, how would you
treata presentation on gobal
wam:m by @ student that is

d by an Al

unclertaken by the teacher in
the form of oral discussions,
role plays, practical demon-
strations, field vislis ete, This
canserveas aneffective wiy of
Innlwlhtlnumdmnulml
dent]

«n‘lwull" The skl of m\nlyu-
ing, synthesising and organ-
ising information hos been

includes | and d using Al: howey
enhaneing primary care, er, the slll of presenting and
Trisha S Dodla, Bengalury explaining is being exhibited

o raders are wedome 1o email leetors i
Ietters.

Tunding for essential social services
hinder progress. It is srucial that
policymalers consider increased

-mmql ot handwritien uullwmwulnl!
Al s Frwst Conry Ehe sereder's postal
addriess and phone rumbe

by the student, I the same
studbentwas towriteabout the
I:Juiuv of ghobal warming ina

er-bedand Alked assessments,
The growth of Al cannot
be accurately estimated due
10 its petential to self-train.
Moving forward, we need 1o
create more opportunities
and spaces where we can mu-
wally bearn, understand, and
navigate this new normal of
Al-led eduentt
\

boards, how well

lyse, symibwe

(Thewritersarefucety

S,

i e

Undversity, Bevgalurn)
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SPOTLIGHT

Assam's BJP-led government recently moved to expand the ban on beef, bringing the nation's focus back on theissue

UTTAR

« Baef had been banned In JEK
sln(e 1882, Under he Ranbir Panal
ode (RPC), intentionally killing

or-slaughtenr@acuwv'slmlar Article 370in
animal {kke an ox or a buffalo) was  157-year-old
& non-bailaile offence, ban was lifted

* However, after the

abrogation of the erstwhile

state's speciad statws under
2018, ihe

» Consumption, transportation, and siaughter of
cows and progeny was banned in Gujarat in 2011,

« In 2017, the government made the law against cow
slaughter toughes, with pronvisions for punishment
wp to a life term imprisanment and a fs 5 lakh fine

for killing a cow or its progemy.

# The Maharashira Animal
Act, 1995, which gor

B55E01 N 2015, rought the slaughter of bulls
and bullocks under the prahibition that was
earlier limited 1o the slaughter of cows.

# |n May 2016, thie Bomba'

 High Court
decriminalised the possession of beef from

cattle slaughtered in other states.
HARNATAKA

- Il| 2021, the BJP government |l||nx1umd

that imposed a

W
han on the siaughter of catiie, wiih me orllv
excention in cases of cattle certified 1o be

ferminally ill and bulfaloes aged abave 13,

= Congress vowed 10 overturn the
Blankit ban but has nat yet acted on
WL, fearing & backlash, as Hindu seers
hiave publichy asked CM Siddaramaiah
notto withdraw the ban

= Consumption
of beed per so s
ot prohibited
oy law i
Harnatala.

# The Uttar Pradesh Praventi

Cow Slaught

slaughter, sale of beed, or ranspart
beteef besi

of

physical injury 19 cows and thew progeny

# Tha law was amended

in 2030 making cow

1Inuallt|:' punishabe with
mprisonment for 10 years

am afineof upto Rs five lakn

oF Act, 1955, prohibits cow

sides criminalizing causing

= Assam Cattle Preserv 2021,

prohibited the sale and consumption of
beel' within five kilometres of temples,
salras (Vaishnavite Monasteries), and
other rel igous places
« The state's BJP-led government now
decded to amend the 2021 act to
prohibit the sake and consumption of

et in all public places, including
at religious events

» Beel Is not banned in ather

9

Stop policing
people’s plates

SANJAY HEGDE

he Englishman's liberty
endswhere the French-
mansnose begins™is
a legal maxim that Himanta
Biswa Sarma. a former lawyer
and current chiel minister
of Assam, may do well o
remenber, Hiscabinet has

WEST BENGAL

= The West Bengal Animal

‘Control Act of 1950 permits the slaughter
of cows, bulls, bulfaloes, and cahws in 1he
state if they are certified to be aged over
14 years or unfit far work or breeding

» BJP In West Bengal lavded the ban on
beef in Asiam and wowed 10 00 the same

if voted to power

# Kerala strongly resiss any maves to Impose a ban on
beef. Even the BJP has not raised any such

The beef ban brouhaha

SUMIT PANDE
DH NEWS SERVICE

n the Constituent Assembly

debates, held in the backdrop

of a bloody partition, cow pro-

teetion emenged as a bone of

contention. A large section of
the Congress leadership, including
the chairman Dr Rajendra Prasad,
supported a statutory provision 1o
ban bavine slaughter,

The framers of the Constitution
nmegotiated a resolution o this
knotty problem by introducing an
article in directive prineiples, It
was left o the i oo enact

the former Premier of Assam and a
memberalthe Consi on drafting
committee, voted in its favour, Z
H Lari from Uttar Pradesh even
suggested tharthe law be made part
of the Fundameniml Rights,

Since the adoption of the
Constitution 75 vears ago, various

Thestatus, political and statuiory,
persisted for almost five decades
aince Tnde; p«sﬂence Bur in the last

Madhya Pradesh also amended its
law agninst cowslaughterin 2002, As
l!erﬂh‘ statute, the burdenofproafol

25 years,

and its p y lies

withdrawn.

In Assam, the Cartle Preservation
Act of 1950, banned cow slaughier
except on issuance of a fir-for-

o ban cow slaughter under Articke
246 (which delineates the division of
power tolegislate betweenstates and
the centre),

Since the adoption of the
Constitution, some states have
unpuwd a blunku ban. Uttar
Pr iow Protection

state-specific lows compatible with
the demographics and dietary
Thabies of the populace. The broader
Tramework for cow protection was

Act in 1955, Tamil Nadu appended
rules and regulations o carry out
the slaughter of bulls, bullocks, and
bulfaboes after obaining permission

based on the ic importance
of the animal in an agradan socety
and not religious beliefs.

Muslim leadership supported the
move, Syed - elullah

Srwernment . Sodid
‘West Bengalin 1950, Only about hall
a dozen states and union territories
(Kerala and some northeastern

states) didnot |

northeastenn states, including

in B Tripura, mnnlhap'prmlxlawu]xnal
and 1o male

Manipur mel\ﬂmm LatﬂuJ’mf.ervalmn

The Indian cow may be holy,
butthere is no conceivable
reason toprotect her Japanese
eousin, Thus, Assam cannot
ban the consumption of beef,
which issourced from outside
thestate. Ifone were tocata
Wagyu beel steak from Japan,
somewherein Guwahati or
Jorhar, ivwould be beyond the
power of the Assam legislanure
twstopit.

Atvotal banon public

Acct, o ban the o

of beelinall public plw:m
including restaurants, hotels,
public Functions, and commu-
nity spaces, Given the BIPS
majoricy in the state assembly

const f beefwould
violate the principle of
proportionality as well A
ban is not the least restrictive
means of cow protection
which the state might claim

of Assam, itis g a5 alegitimare state

likely char legislarion imterest. There is

will soon be passed, noltglllm‘lk‘ state

lbut it may be difficult interestininterfering

160 sustain challenges witha citizen’schoice

o its constitution- ofdiet, Tt may tax

ality through the imports and make beel

courts, eating prohibitvely
While the stare expensive, butno

of Assammay be government hias

competent 1o ban or L-gulnte nulbnmymera person’s body

the slanghter of catl putson ieer intoir,

its territorial limits, it cannot Inthe guise of protecting

control what its citizens eat,
The choice of diet is part of the
right to privacy whichis part
of the citizen's lundamenial
rights under Article 21 of

the Constitution of India. In
the nine-judge judgment in

the cow, the bull, the buffalo
and various other bovines
have remained unslaughtered
and uncared for, leading o
astray cartle menace that
plagues farmers and motortsts
alike. Assam has a large beef-

ones uuledhy:he I!lP havemghr M!Inheamnwd slaughter certificate. In 2021, the BIP Justice Purtaswamy's case, eating population. Insuch
tnamcndﬂ!ccawpumuonhwsm In 2015, a bill passed by the governmentintroduced the Assam mcbuprelml_wrthdd(hn( circumatances, banning the
cither make the p i tricture  legislae bly of Maharash Cattle Prevention Act to restrict the citizens mncylm‘ludm! consumption of beef would be
or w wmcn the ambit of their 01995 got the presidential assent. It :mkandwnsumpmnul'bu-fwlnnn ifestly arbitrary,

resp laws from just bovine  banned the slughter of bulls as well  five-kilk and dre: 1} 1 The only ohjective of the ban
protection o beel eating and is  asbullocks, which, basedon afic-for- - satras (Vaishnavite monasteries), Justice Chelameshwar put it on publicconsumption s
Lransportation. slavghter certificate, was previously After the ruling BIP's recent ratherwell when he wrote, allow overzealons policemen

While the 1964 Karnataka law
allowed bulls, bulbocks. and buffaloes
aged over 12 years or if they were
unfit for breeding or did not yield
milk, the 2021 bill passed by the BIP
government introduced stringent
provisions imposing a blanket ban
on theshghier of carthe,

The 1955 Untar Pradesh law
prohibited cow slaughter, sale of
beef, or transport of beel. The Yogi
government amended the law
in 2020, making cow slaughrer
punishable withimprisonmentof 10
wearsand a fine of up to Rs five lakh,

allowed. Ahead of the recent state
assembly polls, the Eknath Shinde-
headed Maya Yuri government
declared desi gai’ {]ndlgennuq COWE)
s “Rajya Mata - GauMarm",

In s first term, the Modi
government in 2017 notified the
Prevention of Croelty to Animals
[Regulation ||” m:ilml( Markets)

wictory in the bypolls in Samagur,
a minarity-dominated sear held by
Congress since 2001, the Himanta
Biswa Sharma government has
moved o expand the ambit of lhc

“Tdanotthink that anybody
in this country would Kk to
Tave the officers of the State
intruding into their homes
or private property at will or
ki i e

and vigilante groups to get
into restaurant kirchens
and wedding halls that
serve amo1:~ea:iu\gwl:lic
The government's nose is

2021 Act to ban beef
in all public places including hotels,
restaurants, and religious events,
lh&’tﬂ)yri&’[lllull e v for the next

Rules oreg livestock trade and slated for 2006,
carttle rransport. rmm Tnpraits Froem

‘Therubes banned trading in canthe, Bharath Joshi, Mrityunjay
including buffaloes, for slaughter ar Bose, Sanjay Pandey, Arjun
animal markets, When challenged Sﬁg-mm.mm SNV
beforethe Supreme Court, theywere i, Zulfikar Majid, DHNS)

houses without their consent.
Tebavnot think that anylody
would like to be told by the
Stateas towhat they should
eator how they should dress
orwhom they should be
associated with eitherin their
personal, social or political
life.”

protruding ionably
and unconstitutionally into
citizens' private choices. Itis
e tstop policing people’s
plates.
(Thewriter isa senior
aufvocate designared by the
Suprense Court of India. The
article reflects iz personal
et}

his has been the hottest year
in recorded human history, Its
unprecedented lemperatures
stoked devastating wikdfives,

Aoods, cyclones, drough

sand
heat waves that eost thousands

1 d hundreds ofbill ol

economicdamage. At the rave we're going, it
willakso be one of the coolest, calmest years

anyobus will ever experience again.
Just Trorw mudlm

.\nd more dcslnu.‘

tiw will become

the choices humanity makes, starting today.
At the moment, we're still making too many

bad ones.

On Monday, the European Unbon's Co-
pernicus Climate Change Service said 2024
will almost certainly be the hottest year on
record, with global svernge surface temper-
atures about LG degrees Celsius above prein-
dustrinl averages, That will top the previous

record, set all the way back in 2023,

Significanly, this will also be the first year
on record with global temperatures 1.5C
above preindustrial averages, That wasthe
fi ed b Jobal-h

e sed, gl 2
oal the world set for itself in the Paris
Agreement of 2015, Breaching 1.5C for one
it cause.
The Paris Agreement referred to long-

vear doesn't mean that goal isa

averages, not ene-year anomalies.

Bur let's e honest: 150 is basically a bost
cause, The world has wasted mast of the dec-
ade sinee that goal was se1, during which it
bemme evermaore of a sretch. The gleemng

Intries and

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT

How hotishotenoughto
spur climate action?

To keep heating below 2 degrees C, the world must start cutting emissions by
4% every year until 2035. There is not enough time, writes Mark Gongloff

important ways, humanity s
From reaching thag milestone than twas in
2015, The following year brovght the first
election of Donald Trump, who pulled the
US ou of thae Paris agreement and other-
mﬂd:dtwryﬂ\lnglnhupunu'mfmmnu

the warming in its rracks, Texas AGM
University climate scientist Andrew Dessler
pointed out recently, Unforunately, in some

Alldogs do notage
umformly Study

i Lin

A s

Pt ke el

. a—"‘""lﬂm

senioe years,

for their pets’

The research also hghhmnnldcrdogs lmstmu'nnhmlm

mempma

P
{in the.J

fSmell Anknal Practice’

Bynmlyungm:n'mrydtmmic
Dealth records (EHRs), researchers

The transition survived Tramp's first
term, and President Joe Biden made some
progress in accelerating it during his four
years inoffice, including rejoining the Paris
aceords, But now Trump is coming back for
another four years. This time,
with ehe bluepring of Project 2025, which
calls for ending government support for
green energy, boosting fossil-fuel produc-
tiom and beaving the Paris Agreement yet

sarmed

again.
In Enrope, meanwhile, right-wing parties
gained power in the summer’s parliamen-

taryel

term  Jong-term gh

each

lin recent years.

arthe cost of

diriven partly by rhetoric hostile o climate
action. The shifting political mood has been
reflected atincreasingly unproductive LIN
climute confabs that fossil-fuel interests have
derailed. Thc mrld can hnmly agree on ithe

necessin

tick higher brings ﬂﬂ&ﬂ[lmmlﬂmﬂ
e, One climate scientist has compared it

1o having a fever, Every slight rise in temper-
anre puts more strain on your bady, and its
not bong before the heat becomes life-threat-
ening, The mere 1.3C of long:term warmi

mnde aren't nearly enough to hit that mrgm

the planu has cxpmemcd sofar has nhmd;p

The planet has warmed by an average of
OIAC per decade starting in 1970, but since
2005 that rare has jumped w0 0.3C per
drmr.lt Berd k& sy dlllh'ﬂl. s-m mll.t h-lst

Y

Tess come upwith ere
the planet gets, the more global 5
destabilise, making concerted climare action
even more difficult.

Weare lnsmgourmm for sction at the

n other words.

much less Paris’ slightly d the risks and

mary goal of less than 2C of heating, Given  those wildfires, floods, cyelones, druuglus
current policies and practices, the world isn't — and heat waves,

even on track to limit warming to 280, a And warming woo't happen uniformly
recent United Nations report warned. Injust — around the workd, Mlud:nmblidmliullw

alew years, the window o
1.5C will skam shur,
Sowhat, you might be thinl

king,
much worse is 3C than 1.5C? If;-ou‘wlalluns
about its effect on an afternoon in the park,
it's not significant. If you're tlking about a

has wri dging i

peological ly teensy time such worst

measurement somewhat uncertain). A Global earbon-dioxide emissions from fossil
frer idering the many other factors Fuels and land use reached a new high this

possibly cousing this, from voleanic
eruptions 1o the end of sulfur-dioxide
pollution From shipping, the biggest facior
heating the planet s sl humanity burning

w jourmal F { R n’lfﬂ‘.rm Tomsil Fuels and spewing greenhouse gas-
fouend that some heavily popul 3 &5, In fact, Aeration ar this polnt is what
- Howe 5 "..J':mr\lnc alotof cli ;
ranean and Central Europe, will reach 3CTar  points out,
mare quickly than others. “The better newsis that stapping our
Making matters worse, global b greent A5 emissi Id also stop

year. To keep heating below 2C, the world
will need o start chopping emissions by 4%
every yearuntil 2085, UN scientists have
argued, The longer we delay thar process,
the bigger the task will be. The more the:
costin economic hosses and human lives will

row. There's sill time o start maling the
right choices, but not much,

BLOOMBERGG

seribed as obd age at 12,5 years, though
breed. Smaller

this milestone varies

™
breeds, like Jack Rwaell Terriers, tend

“ﬁchserw 14 ycm Lnrrger bcml.s
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A bust of Shelkh Muglbur Rabman, the fiest Prime Minister of Banglacesh, stands near o bust of Mahatma Gandhi rear Sealdah rallway station in Kollkata, The marble busts were Installed In 2023, This ls ane of the few
sculptures of Rahman that has not Been remavid, DERASISH BRADUR

Fractured bonds
along the border

As attacks on minordties continue in Bangladesh, the movement of people and goods into West Bengal has been
impacted, Strained bilateral ties and protests by religious onganisations, monks, and Hindutva groups are
affecting the wurdsm and medical tourism industries and cultural sector in the State, Shrabana Chatterjee
=+ and shiv Sahay Singh report on how the ripples of the crisis are spreading to bordering West Bengal

peck into Bangladesh through the in-

tegrated check post in West Bengal at

the Petrapole-Benapobe border shows

that a mural of Shelkh Mujibur Rah-
man, which was visible from the Indian side be
fore August 5, has been whitewashed. The flag of
Bangladesh unfurls where the mural of i,
the founding leader of Bangladesh who has now
faulben out of favour, wsed w be,

Change Is visible not only in Bangladesh, but
alser in Dnclda, Tt is early Decernber, Trucks pass by
as wsual and people can be heard bargaining with
transporters, but the bues s drowned by slogans
of ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai' and Jai Shri Ram',

Anfusia Begum, a Bangladeshl national, is iy
Ing to cross the border, Many of her relatives mar-
rled Indians and stay in West Bengal, so she often
visits India, “1 heard rumours that the border
may be sealed. But our lives cut aas the o
der,” Begum siys, as she chicks her belongings,

As huridreds of people cross over, thou
saneds of saffron-clad men gather at the
spot in Petrapole o prog ainst the at-
tack on Hindus in Banglidesh and demand
the reliense of Chinmaoy Krishna Dag, & monk

from ISKCON (International Soclety for Krishna
Consclousness), who was arrested in Bangls-
desh in November,

By afternoon, the Leader of the Oppaosition in
the West Bengal Assembly, Suvendu Adhi
vies and relenses saffron balloons in the alr,
I his speech, the Bh 1 Party (BJIy

leader threatens to stop all trade between In-

ia and Bangladesh through Petrapole if the

ISKCON monk is not released,

Just five weeks enrlier, Adhikari hid visited
Petrapole with Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
who inaugurated a new passenger teeminal and
Muderd Diwar (friendship gate), Shah had said that
teacle between India and Bangladesh had ine
crensed by G4% berween 2006-17 and 2023-24, He
ha y podnted out that 70% of India’s towl
tracle (T30,000 crore) with Bangladesh through
larvel s wia Petrapole and stressed that the new in
II.IIII e Iunl: \II;;II increase the passenger capacity
i

U-'I:s n Adhikard threatened an economic
blockade of Bangladesh at Petrapole, Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee wged the Union govern:
ment to take up the matter of attacks on minork
ties in Bangladesh with the United Nations, so
that peacekeeping missions may be deployed,
Ever since the West Bengal unit of the BIP and
Hindutva groups began protesting against the
tresatment of Hindus in Bangladesh, Banerjee has
been clalming that this is a bilateral issue that
shiull be dealt with by the Unlon government,

Tourksts go ba
Amony the most popular spots for Bangladeshi
tourists in Kolkata is located in the centre of the
clty, just a eouple of kilometres from the Stite As-
sembly, Every morning, ale-conditioned buses
with 'Destination Dhaka' written on them line up
at Sudder Street, Free School Street, Colin Street,

oo

Al 90%
of our haotels
are
generally
occupled by
people from
Bangladhesh;
now itis
down o 5%

MONTOSH
SARKAR
Crwmer of hotels
aised tra vl firime

and Marquis Street in central Kolkata, to take
tourists back home across the border,

By the end of November and early December,
s reports of violenee sgainst minorities in Bane
gladesh piled up, and protests erupted in West
Bengal, frightened Bangladeshi nationals started
leaving the area, popularly called “‘mini-Bangla-
desh’ by the locals. Many of them were recelving
frantic ealls from home, glven the now-strained
thes between India and Bar h.

On December 2, in response to a Lok Sabha
question by B Ml’]mmw h Sarkar, the Minks
try of Tourism informed Parliament that the
number of foreign twurists from Bangladesh in
2029 was 2019 lakh and 12,85 lakb until August
2024, The drop in the number of Bangladeshi
towrans wins 20,26% in July and 38,08 in August
compared o the same month of the last year, the
Ministry sl

Momtesh Sarkar, whi runs several hotels and
travel firms on Marguls Sireet, s worrbed. "About
90% of our hotels are generally oceupbed by peo-
ple from Bangladesh; now it ks down to 5%, T have
more than 35 employees and their families o
feed,” he swys, Sarkar adds that there are about
150 registered hotels in the aren which are de-
pendent on Bangladeshi nationals, The situation
Is likely to worsen i political tensbons do not case
and the Indian government does not grant visas
o Bargglacleshi nationals, he says,

Md Alisddin, 38, who runs the Marquis
cutta Guest House on Marquids Street, is keen to
show how he has transformed an old dilapidated
busilcling into a guest house, “There are 13 rooms
and only three are oceupled by Banglad
tenals now. Ilu\\!.l.uul the lem L] w::ul!

ment of people shoukd not stop,” he says,

Alaucdin emphasises that hotel operators go
the exten mike in ensuring the safety and security
of people from nelghbouring countries, such as
by installing CETV cameras, lin then barges into
the room of Sadiqullagh & . i resichent of
Dhaka, without knocking. i like my brother
el will not mind,” Alauddin says, smiling, as he
Introduces his guest from Dhaka.

Mirsalim s on a medical visa and plans o stay
for a month at the guest house, *We don'’t congid-
er India as a foreign country,” he says. “We get
everything here, If there is & marriage in the Eumi-
Iy, preople com to shop he

Asked about the political rhetorie, Mirsalim
How can we dislike Indin? This country
helps us in so many wiys."

Thoassunds of shops in the area and in the ad-
Jolning Britlsh-era New Market comple primarl-
ly eater to Bangladeshis. Travel agents, garment
sellers, traders dealing in spices, and restaurant
oW ire all counting their losses and hoping
that the situation will change.

The ripple effect

The impact i not lmited w erade in central Kol
kata; it cuts across sectors, including health. For
decades, patients from Bangladesh have come to
hospitals in Kolkata for treatment. Tour ope
tors say the number of visas granted to Bangla-
dieshi citizens by the Indian High Commission has
dropped, affecting medical tourism,

The fast-deteriorating ties between the two
countries hus elearly aggravated the situation. A
lietle-lemvown 130-bed hospdial in Kolkat, the LN,
Ray Hospital, sabc that it would not reat patients
from Bangladesh, Though it is well known that a
prominent B leader in Kolkata owns a stake in
the private hospital, the remarks ereated panic
fowr Bangglacheshil patients visiting Kolkata,

However, other privite hospitals in Kolkata say
they have not changed their policy. “Every pa-
tient deserves equ , regardless of national-
ity or backgrouw
Director and Woodlands Multispecial
Hospital. He ackds that the number of outpatlent
department patients from Bangladesh has fallen
by 60% In the last four months at Woodlands,

Suclipta Mitra, CEO of Peerbess Hospitals, says
o o pegular day, the hospltal receives around 150
outpatients from Bangladesh and 25 admissions.
“The number of Banglaceshi patbents has now re-
duced due to visa issues, but when they come
bz, woe will treat them just as we treat other pa-
tierts,” he says.
With Bangladeshi patients in Kolk private
hospitals dropping by G0% o 80%, several hospl-

wys Kupak Barua, Managing

Protesters ncluding Radharaman Das, vice president of the ISKCON Kolkata Centre demand the release of Chinmoy Krishna Das in

Bangladesh, CEBASIEH B R

e

We don't consicer Ind
We get everyihing he
Inthe family, people come o shop here

SALIEULLAGH MIRSALIM
Roskdont of Diuks

tals in Kol are rescheduling the dates for sur-
wery and other procedures for patients from the
neighbouring country,

An eye for eye

The politieal developments have also brought re-
ligious organisations, monks, and Hindutva or-
ganisations into the limelight,

Journalists would wisit the ISKCON Centre, lo-
cated In the posh nefghbourhioed of seuth Kelka-
iy, only during the anmual Rath Yatea festival, But
since Novernber 25, when a monk ud the order
wans arrested in Bangld
the vice president of the Kolkata ©
iving nterviews regularly to the media,

Seated in his office on the second floor, Das ex-
pladns before TV cameras why he has advised ISK-
CON monks in Bangladesh not w wear saffron or
tilaks, “We have hundreds of centres and thou-
saimeks of monks In Banglacesh, 1ISKCON has been
atarget ever since the Shelkh Haslna regime fell
he says. But Das admits that he is recelving se-
cond-hand information and that telephone net-
works don't work most of the tme in Bangladesh,

Monks from other orders, and Hindutva or-

ganisatbons, hive also been organdsing protests
across West Bengal, Kartik Mahara], of the Bharat
Sevashram order from Beldanga, has been seen
with Adhikari at several prote he Akhil Bha-
rat Hindu Mahasabha, led by Chandrachud Gos-
winmi, has been godng 1o hotels and shops in Kol
leata sskedng them o boyeott products and people
from Bangladesh, Three or four people of the
group burmed products from Bangladesh, espe-
clally potato chips, which are quite the rage in
mirkets in Kolkata.
The Banglacesh Deputy High Commission has
became a popular protest spot. A mural of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman an the cuter wall of the Dep ity
High Commission has been covered by cloth, Se-
curity has been stepped up at the venuse
protests by Hindutva groups on Nove
turned violent — protesters broke barrics
burnt an effigy of Mohammad Yunus, the Chief
Advisor to the Government of Bangladesh.

By the second week of December, the Ti
meol leadership started reacting to reports, Ev-
ery remark made by politiclans In Bangladesh
found a reaction from politicians in West Bengal,
Both Banerjee and Adhikari demanded that the
Indian government intervene in Bungladesh even
a8 Inclla’s Forefgn Seeretiry, Vikram Misrl, visited
the country on Decembser 9 for the first dme afler
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina regime,

Days after Bangladesh National Party leader
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi said in Dhaka that iF India
elalms Chittageng, Bangladesh will sceupy Ben-
gal, Bihar, and Odisha, e saded, “Vou will
take all this and we will sit and eat lollipopse™
When Rizvi burnt sarees from India in Bangla-
desh, Hindutva organisations set Dhakai sarees
Frosen Banglicesh on five in Kolkata and Durgapur,

Life comes to a halt

Along the border with Bangladesh, the Border
Security Foree has been pushed wo the zero line
inat least three battalions of Murshddabad, OF the
4,006 kilometre-dong border with Bangladesh,
West Bengal shares 2,216 km,

The hedghtencd activity at the border, the war
af words, threas of economic blockade, amd the
Turning of imported goods mkes Pabiora Sarkar,
87, sadl. "Both Bengals (West Bengal and Bangla-
deshy were inheritors of the composite culture le-
gacy of undivided Bengal, Everything abouwt our
culture - owr language and all the songs of Rabin-
dranath Tagore and Kazl Nazeul Islam - are part
of our shared history," says the former Viee Chan-
cellor of Rabindra Bharat] University.

The academic, who was born in Dhaka, says
he was in that city when the Sheikh Hasina re-
gime fell in August this year. “My friends there
kept mie protected in August 2024, §hove been o
Banglackesh 100150 thmes. Bangladeshis are such
welcoming people,” he . Sarkar is concerned
that extremists are gaining ground in Bangladesh,

Academnics, artists, publishers, and filmmak-
ers are also upset. Bangladeshi publishers have
not confirmed whether they will come to the Kol-
kata International Book F in January 2025,
There are hardly any Bangldeshi filmmakers
participating at the Kolkata International Film
Festival. Clubs ot Kolkata Maidan, such as the
Esist Bengal elub, have lssued statements against
the “systemic targeting of minorites” in Bangla-
desh. Many supporters of the East Bengal Club
trace thelr ancestry to the country,

While the strain in relations peaked in the List
wieek of Nevember, disruptions in the movement
af people and goods began in July, when the l1lrs
andd railway services were suspend
tradns running between West Be
desh were halted on July 19, The trains are run by
the Sealdah Divislon of the Eastern Rallway.

An officlal of the Raflway Division says, “The
names of the two trdng — Bandhan Express and
Maitree Express — are synonyms of our bonds
and friendship [“bandhan® means bond and Mai-
tree’ means friendship], whereas the train bt
ween Indla and Pakistan was called the Samjha-
ta Express [ ‘samjhauta’ means compromise]”

Just outside the Sealdah Railway Station, one
of the largest in the State, stands a 20-foot bust of
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman alengside one of Mahat-
i Ganddhil, Thiss s probabsly the only seulptire of
his which has not been covered, whitewashed, or
removed, The marble busts were erected only a
year ago by a bocal Trinamood MLA, to celebrate
the tes between the two countries and particu-
laely between Bangladesh and West Bengal,
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Dispute over Kalyan’s Durgadi Fort: why court sided with govt

ZEESHAN SHAIKH & SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 13

AFTER NEARLY five decades of legal wran-
gling, a civil eourt this week rejected lhe
Muslinn ¢ ity's claim over a di

site in Durgadi Fort in Kalyan, Maharashira,
Here is a history of the fort, which has long
been a site of contention between local
Hindu and Muslim commumities,

A mosque & a temple

The Durgadi Fort was built some time in
the 16th century when Kalyan, about 50 kim
northeast of present-day Mumbai, was a
prominent trading port under the Bijapur-
based Adil Shahi Sultanate, The fort, spread
across 70 acres, stands at the northeastern
cormner of the city, on a hillock next o the
Ulhas river.

According to the Gazerteer of the Bombay
Presidency: Thane ( 1892) the fort, which ex-
Isted in 1570, originally housed a “"Musalman
tomb, pr.lwl place, and other buildings".

he top of the moand... is the Prayer
Wall nrld.l..l |later spelt eicgah]... and near the

east crest of the mound a mosgque. About thiny
yards from the mosgue is a round ot stone
weell of great depth..,” the Goazetteer stated,

Alter eapturing Kalyan in 1760, the
Marathas made magor modifications o the
fort, notably building a temple dedicated to
the goddess Durgadevion the premises, "In
the citadel the Marathas built a small
wonoden temple of Durgadevi behind the
maosgue, and calbed the fort Durgadi Killain
hanour of the goddess, a name which it still
bears, They also changed the Jama mosgque
into Ramji's emple,” according to the 1802
Gazetteer,

The British took contred of Kalyan in 1818,
and by the laster halfof the 19¢h century, the
Durgadevi temple had ceased to be a place
of worship after the image of the goddess
was stolen in 1876,

Communal tension in 1960s
The modern-tay controversy over the
fart began im the mid-1960s, when local
Kokni Muslims said that they had been of-
fering Eid prayers at the fort for centuri
and claimed to be in possession of the lar
Tensions escalated after local Hindus ques-

HOW ADISTANT GA

LAXY PROVIDES A

PEEK INTONASCENT MILKY WAY

mpanion 2
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Firefly Sparlce | qual to abou

Jarnes Vet Spaace Telescope

MASA'S JAMES Webh Space Telescope
[WST) has spotted a distant galaoy which
givesa peek atwhat the Milky Way might
hawve Iooked like inits infancy. The galaxy,
named Firefly Sparkle due toits gleam-
ing star clusters resembling the biolurni-
nescent bugs{a group of fireflies is called
a “sparkle”), is located some 13 billion
lightyears away.

Given that the Big Bang — the cosmic
event that initiated the cosmos — oc-
curred approximately 138 billion years
ao, Firely Sparkle, as we observe it to-
day, isaninfant galaxy formed intheim-
mediate altermath of the beginning of
everything, Rescarchers say the galaxy,
still in the process of assembling, is esti
mated to have formed 100-400 million
vears before its evolutionary stage,

Like Milky Way

Firefly Sparkle has a mass equal to
about 10 million stars the size of our sun,
and comprises 10 densely packed star
clusters embedded in a diffuse arc of

] he size of our sun,

tharal the study published on \Wednesday
inthe journal Nature, old Reuters,

Study co-lead author Kartheik lversaid,
’[I\e Milley Way continued to grow and

tioned Muslim control of the land, and de-
manded the right to pray there,
In 1966, the M.llur.nhlr.l uwernmmt

Tensions further escalated after Hindus de-
cided to celebrate Mavaratri within the fort
premises, and asserted that the structure
previously identified as a mosgue was in fact
atemple dedicated to Goddess Durga,

On September 20, 1968, Bal Thackeray,
leader of the then nascent Shiv Sena, went
1oy the Fort and vowed to install an ided of the

The Durga goddess in its premises — in what marked
temple at the the Sena's first prominent
Dumadlr‘uln Liu faray into Hindu revivalism.

Kalyan, with the

mosque inthe Long legal battle

bacltirnmd. In February 1974,

Wk I 2y i assedd

ment eventually went hack on its initial deci-
sion, but said that no Hindu or Muslim claim
awer the fort shouldl be admitted, However, it

hie laned's actual
owmer, It announced a plan to hand over the
fiort 1o the Kalyan Municipal Council for the
m|x».¢u.dwﬂdﬂu,a|l.uknm s metwith

heright o offer Ei
twicea year at the walls of the eidgah, and use
the open groumnd in front of it for prayers.
Inits m?(. pellmn ~ on mmrm court

anorder handing the land at the Durgadi Fort

overto the Kalyan Municipal Corporation, This

wars challenged by the Muskim side in 1976,
As r)u- case dr.lggnd on fur(lcc.)dm the

Durgac forvarious
local leaders, including Gh!\f%m s Anand
Dighe, wih e annual pi tothe

Thee decision of the Kalyan chil court, an-
nounced on Tuesday, affirms Mahasashira gov-
emment’s ownershipof the disputed land, it
‘was made on the basisof the statute of limita-
tions. The court noted that the Muslim com-
munity's possession of the land was inter-
rupted in 1968, Since the petition was fled anly
in 1976 — nine years after the intemuption -
the suit was deemed to be invalid under the

Limnitation Act,
The Muslim side has

EXPLAINED wonwed |ud|.1l||.-|\|;¢'thedm

sion in a higher court.
[The court] does not seem m
have gone into the merits and
theevidence that we had presented to show
our claim on the said properny..”
Sharfuddin Karte of the Majl -
Mushawarat Kalyan tolel The ndian Express,
Local BJP leader Sachin Kulkarni has, how-
ever, emph.mwd that |Iw court had con-

fort o assert Himlunwmlimrl)r structure.
Mearmwhile, Muslims continued to offer Eid

Tesstan s, b s noww leclaimed  prayers at the fort twice a year after receiving
e-Mushawarat Masaji [}Amlfkmiym that in 1068 Hmdus pl.ued ared stone  clearance from the District Collector, Hmmn
In the face of these protests, the govern- — adorned with verr hie mosg tovor bl el ritusats at the fort dhri

SUKALP SHARMA & ANIL SASI
MEW DELHI, DECEMBER 13
THE 200 Onese, ded
Abu Dihabi Grand Prix on December 8, with
Lanclo Morris of Mclaren winning at the Yas
Mdarina circuit, Max Verstappen of Red Bull
won his {r.lurlh World Championship, and
nworth tors chamy
From March through December every year,
the high-octane motor sport draws speed en-
thusiasts to 24 pulsating circuits around the
world where superstar drivers race in the
world's fastest machines on wheels.
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F1 learnings, beyond the grid

Over the years, elements, features, and technologies pioneered or fine tuned by F1 teams have
improved the development and design of passenger cars driven by the average person

UNPACKING A FORMULAT CAR

For manufacturers, the building and im-
provernent of F1 cars isa continuous, real-time
research and rlwnhpmn-nl |1n:|1ect that .1lir.|

allowst | new featy

formation, while we're seeing Firefly
Sparkle in its initial formation stages”,

Gravitational lensing

the broader bile market,
Over the years, elernents, features, and tech-

cope

]MTIH thve st
1, and has given |
ability to Iook across vast distances — and
thus back in time, as light takes ime to
traviel. But Firefly Sparkle is so small and
s0 very far away that not even the [WST
witilel hiave been able to observe it, were
it mot for a lucky cosmic coincidence,
Between the ]WST and Firefly Sparkle
were aclusterof galaxies which distored
spacetime such that the light from the
Taraveay galasy was stretched, and effec-
tively amplified Astronomers refer tothis
phenomenon as gravitational lens ing.
"| Gravitational Lensing| takes the

stars, Its main visil
1,000 light-years across.
*This cbservation gives usa direct book
at what galaies like our Milky Way might
hawve [ocked like in their infancy. At this
stage, the galaxy was about 10,000 times
less massive than our current Milky Way,
whichis typical of galaxies at that epoch,”
astronomer Lamiya Mowla, co-lead au-

.

light ¢ hie Firefly and benes it
and amplifies it sowe can see it in ghori-
ous detail,” lyer told the BBC, saying that
the cluster of galaxies effectively acted
like a giant magnifying glass,

‘im'-ww
-

Mhssrration: The NYT

f the land, and
itsright to use itasit (IMmod fir,

Notably, the court did not comment on
the historicity of the religious structures in-
side the fort, and did not pass any erder
denying any sice the right to pray there,

eration. This technology was lateremployed
in Mercedes-Benz EQ-Boost, which is now
widely used in mild hybrid cars around the
workd, including in India,

By the 20114 season, all Formula | cars on

the gricl w iy
wetrains, with the technol ogy o rv:cupm.le('n
engy from braking, and to hamess heat from
the turbocharger, This power is then directed
tewward an energy storage system,

Emerging innovations

Several emerging innovations in Fl could
Find their vy into future road vehicles. Fuels
such as ydrogen, synthetic petrol, and bio-
Fusels are currently undergoing testing, or are
already in use in madern FI machines,

F1 hascommitted to achieving net zem Ily
2030, andas. 1 that goal
be required to rum on 100% sustainable lunh
Trom the 20026 season omvard, with halfof the

m\hglﬂplunmmd nrfmlwrlhyl’llc.llm \ engine's power coming from kinetic energy
dthe i, recovery systems, Fl cars already use 10%
i cars I infuel as part of a broader mandate,
iven by the average person, Consider: .
</ Use of new materials
Importance of aerodynamics F1, specifically McLaren, has to be ered-
Efficient mstomotive aerod; ics — the ited for ploneering and popularising the use
wiary air flows around thevehicles exteriorn aur- E:]:N.;Kmls = e g’c_l:LEII dlight::engm buis-.tmafxlmn F!':’mmm
face — play abig role ina vehicke's overall effi- Ferrariintroduced posites in cars. 'I'qu'xpmnv.' developed by
ciency, The moreaerodynamicacarls, theless  F1 carscan have more I th A Fl and el
dirag, oc air resistance, it produces, than 20 buttons and TIROF1 season. Today, the 'lift" created by air applic ithin the
Good aerodynamics ensure better pe most B "d'"“w'“'h""h&“‘:‘ and even beyond, including in uth:npnm
formance and fuel economy, Much of th biasrrsad ¥ P Carbon fibre is significantly stronger but
typically ensured at the o stage, when come with these levers maving car, Spoilersin lighter than materials such as aluminium,
prototype car models are run through wind-  Adjustment, and artached tothe steering pastenger cars helpto and is also corrosion-free, Its current high
tunne teststomake sure the car shellmeets overtaking Steering- wheel arcolumn, Falee them move cost has limited its adoption to mostly top-
| and class th re- mummm,“"“" : y reducing end road cars — but costs are expected o
gard to propulsion, m  mooring, VoY manually shift gears fuel consumption at come down and carbon fibre composites

and overall stabiliy,

In Formula 1, carmakers get a real-time
feel of the way aerodynamics work, and
what can be reshaped an the car's outer body
oy improve performance, This has led to de-

“lm this study, th
cluster magnified the light from Firefly
Sparkle by about 16-26 times,” hyer said,
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sign devel for not just race cars, but
regularcars as well, improving fuel efficiency

rushing past can potentially lip the car. One
way to counter thisis to mclmmlhe c.ll‘s

thurmbs,

Ferrari's roack-ready F355 sports car.

welght, but that impacts effick The spoiler
createsa downdoree that — push-

and control at higher speeds,

Oner example of a feature that emerged out
ofcarracing and found its way intoregular oad
carsis the spadler, This is the wing-shaped ap-
pendage to a car's trunk lid, which can either
project out or simply appear as a relatively
small bump, Spoflers started to gain traction
inthe 19605 as manufachurers tried i improve
the aerodynamics of high-performance vehi-
s Federal fuel .

mamics E:f.l“ ars for higher mileage ratings.
ilers are maore pronounced in F1 cars,
whi

ing the car down mw.]ld tlw road, It helps
the fast vehicle to comer better — however,
it also creates the drag that redhuces speed.

Steering-mounted controls
Steering-mourted controls that allow the
driver to adjust audio volume, play the rackio,
activabe Bhuetooth and set cruise control, ane
Fairly common in passenger cars inIndia now.
“These controls find their originin F1 tech-

could see wider application in regular cars,

Pit stops beyond the track

Formula 1's pit-stop strategy is being ap-
plmdmma.-lﬂlrmmrllmmcxlmm,m
el

Doctors from the University Hos, tal of
‘Wales had collabarated with the Williams F1
team in 2016 w improve performance in re-
suscitating new-bom habies, The objective,
according to a report published in The
(.‘ummnﬂ weas o bearn how to better organise

and create a floorplan
WIII\ places marked for each team member
— aswell as o learn how towse hand signals.
(F1 teams use signals to communicate be-

Paddle shifters nology. F1 cars can have mare than 20 buttons
Mot automatic Idin  and switc g varims
India now come with |1.u|d1m.hd’!er-. These  functions, ¥ |
are levers attached to the -.tncnngwimn] or - toaci 1
steering column, which all A0 man- el th ial i hat eatracts
wally shiift gears using their thumbs, ifneeded. 1 e i 1 cause of the very boud engine noise. |
rari introduced le shifters for the . A the British
first time in the 1989 Fpl‘l-‘.j:lmn [ Alain Prost Hybﬂd! and brake regen

and McLaren won the an'n .mrl

travel at average speeds of 200 km/h - C *Char i
dunlu, races, and require mmm.mrndy’ third mw,llmlemk)lms th.m 10 years
s, the it air  later, irway inio

mamics At th

Since 2007, F1 teams have been experi-
rmenting with lybrid drivetrain iechnologies,
initialby testing kinetic energy recovery sys-
tems that capture energy from brake regen-

GSK adopted Mclaren's pit-stop skills tocut
the time it takes to switch toothpaste favours
inone of its production lines from 39 to 15
minutes — allowing GSK to produce an ad-
ditional 6.7 million tubes per year,

First ‘ice-free’ day in Arctic could occur before 2030: why does it matter?

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 13

THERE 15 a chance, albeit small at the mo-
maent, that the Arctic Ocean may see its first
ce-free day —when its waters have less than

Amelting Arctic

In the last 40 years, Arctic sea ice has
been melting at the rate of 12,6% each
decacle, a pace of decline unmatched in at
least the last 1,500 years, according to a
2023 report in the MIT Climare Portal,

For the latest study, researchers de-

‘winter, and spring, or stonmy weatherwhich

expedites ioe melting by breakdng sea ice —

oceur together, and persist for a few years,

In such a situation, the Arctic could see its

firstice-free day as early as September 2027,
What

Tew years, this may be followed by several
more. The climate moded simulations pre-
dhicted that the ice-free period in the Arctic
could last between 11 and 53 days — mean-
ing that the far north might even witness an

maore sunlight back companed to liguid wa-
ter, Thus, once sea ice vanishes, the Arctic
waould become even warmer, which will
trigger more extreme weather events in the
mid-latitudes, scientists say,

-

sooner

or later, the Arctic will see an

ice-free hinthe not-so-di future,

Tallout of disappearing Arctic
seaice will be calamitous sea level rise —al-
ready amajorworry around theword. Inthe

heet, located

one million square km of sea ice — before  ployed 11 different climate models torun — ice-free day, The only way to Global implications

2030, imated As 366 simulations of climate change and — prevent this eventuality The loss of sea ice inthe  past 10 years, the ghobal sea level has been
Arctic seaic ‘would be to dramatically re- CLIMATE Arctic would have far-reach-  rising at a rate 1.5 times faster compared to

[E‘HGsJatwmdmu'd levels, the probia-— and 2100, The majority of si pre-  duce GHG emissions, whichis would  the 1990s Ifth i

bility of this happening is ever increasing. dicteel that the Arctic would see its first ice- unlikely to happen anytime be felt world over. between the Atlantic and the Arctic Ocean,

Authored by Céline Heuzé from the
University of Gothenburg (Sweden), and
Alexandra Jahn from the University of
Coloraclo Boulder (USA], the study “The first
foe-free day in the Arctic Ocean could occur
before 2030° was published in the journal

free day in the next seven to 20 decades,
even if humans drastically out GHG emis-
slons over the next few years,

Nineof the simulations, however, found
that an ice-free day could even occurwithin
the mext three o mx ywlr'i provided certain

Narure Cr

ember

C —lil warm fall,

saon. In 2023, the global averaged surface

ions of carbon dioxide, methane,

and nitrous oxide reached new highs, ac-

cording to a report by the World
Meteorological Organization (WMD)

The latest study also found that if the

Arctic were ko see an ice-free day in the next

W For one, this would exacerbate climate
changc dlll‘ o ;umvlhmg I:m:wn as the

entirely melts away, global sea levels could
rise sbe metres. This would severely impact

~thi which
dlrfmnt surfaces mﬂu:t sunlight (-ir.llarcn—
ergy) back into space at varying rates. Sea

loww-lying coastal
W The disappearance of sea ice will pres-
ent unprecedented challenges to ecosys-
on it “Loss of ioe and melt-

e keeps tem d in the Fula!
regions, as its fansm,whltuwrﬂwm ects

epaperindianexpresscom BB BB

polarbears,

walruses, arctic frves, mmwmlxmndnr
species,
mnnare:hrmhmpmﬂ that depend on
them, in addition to people, ingtoa
report by the World 'Mldhfc Fund (WWF].
Some of these effiects are already unfold-
ing, For instance, due to melting seaice, sev
eral species like polar bears are being forced
te find hunting grounds on land,
Simultaneously, marine animals are meov-
ing further north in search of colder waters.
Ella Gilbert, climate scientist at the
British Antarceic Survey, teld the Financial
Tirmes, “Climate change is happening fast,
especially inthe polar regions. .. The Arctic
is warming four times faster than the rest
of the planet, threatening important
infrastructure and livelihood:
for people living there,"
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THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DOMMARAJU GUKESH

India’s second world champion may underplay his
young age. But in itlies the promise of even greater things
HE WAIT WAS only 12 years since Viswanathan Anand last won the World
Championship. But it was a dezen, long winters of painfully watching
Krishnan Sasikiran and Pentala Harikrishna trying to march the five-time
world wmnm‘s frats, What Dommarqu Gulmsh m:hmndwuth his World

Championship tri ir , and send
out i s to the hess Russia, LISA, L and
China — Indians are h play for the big wins. Gukesh d his journey early at 18,

But heis Fanncl marure o keep Iurplngmbemgtlm youngest. What a world titke at 18,

i hagainst holder Ding Liren means, is that he has years
ahead inwhich to absorb inevitable sethacks, develop his bold game without worrying
about results, and even book to su:pass \ﬁshyAnmd's five titles,

Indian chess has b iesinthe recent years. For some years
it hias been apparent o contestants from other cuu.mms that if Gukish dmsn tget you,
RY ilL, and if Prags mi then Arjun Erigaisi
Inclia's dl.":ﬂ‘l shone at the Chess Olymipiad, and like Garry Kasparov declared, Vishy's kids
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WoRrDLY WISE
A RECIPE HAS NO SOUL, YOU, AS THE COOK,
MUST BRING SOUL TO THE RECIPE.

— Tromas Kerien

No One Voice, please

Lack of debate on One Nation One Election invites

questions on sincerity of plan that cites national interest

5Y QURAISHI

ON DECEMBER 12, the Union Cabinet ap-
provedac i i
simultaneous elections across India, involv-
namely, the Lok
Sahha State Legislative Assemblies, and Iocal
baodies. This isin pursuance of the recomimen-
dations of a high-level commitbes chaired by
Former President Ram Nam Kowind, which
Nation, One

Election™ pl.mmsSepmmbH.
It is notesvorthy that the committee was
not gwm the freedom o sru:ly ‘the pros and
tions but o suggest
Iepslmm and administrative measures re-
quired to implement it
The committee, established on
September 2, 2023, worked for 191 days and
submitted an 18,626-page report on March
3024, According tothe report, suggestions
were invited from the public and 21558 re-

Gubkesh stole th with his approach and fierce ap- wived, with 80 per cent sup-
petite forvictory, He declined dr. Jushed to extract winning advant: iy pclmng slmultanmus elections. Hr.lwew.-r
from seemingly stalemate situations, His accuracy with black (anly 0,33 missed points mvm:d anly in Hindi a:lr:!“?;\ghsh Tlmrn{':rlv.:
compared to Ding's 0,56, as per ¢ M Ismail) meant hy ined acy - hesentiments
turous even when jaded GMs called a draw. His never-say-die-attitude forced Ding toerr ofall mg)ons of India, OF the 47 political par-
when adr: d i i The ac from [l might have tiesswhor 32 all members of NDW)
b ing — Viadimir Kramnik quality of chess at the contest — but favoured the proposal while 15 opposed it,

none can deny Gukesh whisked up some novel lines that boggled trained eyes,

In stating that Magnus Carlsen remains the greatest plaver and he would love o
play him, Gukesh has sent out the most disarming of challenges, Carlsen operates at a
higher level, butisn't inthe doggs aclassical event that goes
o for three weeks. But his aura pervades the chess ecosystem, The Norwegian has, for
long, made this into.a wait fora challenger he deems worthy of battling, hoping [ranian-
French Alireza Firouzja steps up, Gukesh didn't start out wanting to be a worthwhile
opponent to Carlsen — he was just doing his own thing at 18, But he did it so well, he
brought back the crown Carlsen had taken of f Anand, He also hinted he for

ti-federal

With the dilution of the
original proposal, the moral
.mtlmnlyuflln. idea of

raticand
They expressed concern that the move could
marginalise regional parties, promote na-
tional-party dominance, and lead to a presi-
dential-style povermment.

Several concerns were raised of which
foremost was that state and local issues may
be overshadowed by national narratives.
Srates may lose the fexibility to dissolve as-
mmblms or hold elections based on their po-

whenever Carlsen is.

SACRED, CONSTITUTIONAL

SC order stopping surveys is welcome and long overdue,
On Places of\a\forshlpnﬂ, its task iscut out
HE SUPREM: COURT Thursday

s

i
ountry from
1ership f amvy place of wor-
shiporordering surveys of disputed religious places until further orders. Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna's directive to trial courts o m:(passany “effec-

tive orders” isa very welcome decision, This intervention, which

It nesof
Also, if an, isdi
early due to a hung legislature or no-confi-
:Imm mntlnn , aligning the new election with
atic,

The committee had proposed thar Lok
Sahha and State Assemibly elections be held
wgnﬂwr wltimumu:lpala:ﬂpanchayald]nc—

i in 100 days of th
n]m:nn; It also outlined the constitutional

toachi jective. ltwas rec
that to hold simultaneous elections nation-
wide, it is necessary toamend the Constitution

s elections has
been undermined, If the
proposal was sincere, why
have all elections been
extended over the past
decade? Why have the
I hal and Gujarat
elections, which were
traditionally held
simultancously, been
consistently separated, and
why was the norm of
clubbing all elections due
within six manths not
done in 2024 and carlier?
What happened to the
coneern of prolonged
disruption of normal life
and policy paralysis?

and relevant laws, including a new Article,
B2A which states, "notwithstanding arything
contained in l\ru:lcsSC-I and 172, all the leg-

ECT's "detaibed requirements fior equipment
such asEVMs, VWPATS, polling personnel, secu-
rity Borces, and election materials”. Although

islati in specific costs were not mentioned, it is clear
election held after the date shall  that i ine atleast i ur-
come to an end on the expiry of the full term mmnunl:eralsﬁ rmillion EVMs and VVPATS,
of the house of the people,” wiolle penses This

The mmmmmc macle it clear that" 'smul-

s paradmeical since cost reduction was ome of

lections” refiers wonly
tions to the Lok Sabiha and all Vidhan Sabh

ther for
isi o note thil

[’a:l:hay\al elm:tms would be held “within

It
did not wmlnc albmmm: snlutluns w hlgh

dd election
do not amount to simultaneous elections,
Hiolding local bodies' elections three months

costsand

duded Ceslscan be drastu:allyblnuyltdmvn

lateris requiring k-
Eistical preparation all over again. This in-
cludes smmg up polling stations, sulumng

dliftheelections d

fromm 10 weeks o four weels by going back o
slnge-pimculmm\s.ml lwnul:l need is the

r:uliry — all within three months.

[ paramili-
tary forces, which should be easily possible

Maokilising 15 milli wyget
over their fatigue would bean msnrmnunl-

ful, as dxhn.-d hy the H.EIIT\I.‘ Minister.

able challenge. voters |
bd not be abde io return ot i tl\emamlauthr.lrvt}rofthr:lh.wfslmul.lm.L
tiions as they comae fro ide, Those em- the pro-
ployed may inand o wihy havee all electi
wiageworkers vwould [ose theireamings, This thy

wiould amount to stripping them of their im-
partant constibutional right,

The report also stated that “where any
state begislative assemibily is dissolved on ac-
count of a no-confidence motion, a hung
house, or any other event, fresh elections will
be hedd for such new house with terre end-
ing with thatof the house of the people,” This
provision does not rule ouwt the possibility of

. Thi A .

Why
Himachal and Gujarat elections, which were
traditionally held simultaneously, been con-
and why i
chubbing all elections due within six months
not come in 2024 and earlier? What happened
mal life and policy paralysis?
This puts a question meark on the sincer-
ity of a proposal put forward in the name of

tute simultaneous elections, On top of that,
i m !

on an ebection for a truncated term which
could be as short as one totwo years,

One positive feature of the report, how-
ever, is that it recommended a single elec-
toral roll by proposing an amendment to
Auticle 325, recognising that the voters for all
three tiersof elections are the same, Thises-
sentially shifts the responsibility for local
badies” electoral rolls to the Election
Commission of India (ECI) “in consultation
with State Election Commissioners”, a task
full of practical cmudmannn problems, es-
pecially in i ate!

Modi had mooted the pro-
posal as far back as 2013, before becoming
ann Minister, citing high costs and dlsrup—
activities. He

called for a national debate to arvive at a con-
sensus, Afterintense debate, committees ex-
amined the proposal but no consensus was
achieved. Taking a unilateral decision in the
absence of a consensus amounts to a bull-
dozertechnigue, ourrently much invogue, At
least the Bill should be referred to a [PC to
male a last-ditch attempt at consensus,

Qurnishi is former Chief Election
Cnmmlxslmum_fmdm and mithorof India's
racy: The Lifeof a

The committee also acknowledged the

Mation through its Elections

ter four [es wene lesl in Uttar Pradesh’s Sambhal in the violence that followed the su:wy
OnMay 21,2022, |
then CJI DY Chandrachud thal asurvey v.\:lul:l not vielate the 1991 Flaces of Worship Act,
effectively, bec, ey
As the court now T!amesmg :hallmgpm the 1991 Maces of Worship Act, the fraught
istory that bed o its enac Th inby Dngress

of Prime Minister PV imha Rao ata time when the R
ment was at its peak, The promise it held was that a diverse nation would not allow the
ghosts of history hijack i When it amnl, 1y, the BJP has criti-

cised thislaw as being a tool of appeasement. In fourweeks, the Centrewill have tonow el
the SCwhether it will defend or oppose the Iaw.ormmnslmrpmr.atmn Thee paoditical

LosT IN THE NOISE

Why my Spotify Wrapped is an Al-powered disappointment

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

I CHANCE UPON Rosa Linnat 2 am on ane of
hi I when sleep has failed me.

and the Cangr of course, wdthe 1991

lLawy bast the SCwasrightin ensum\gdul tcannot be bypassed through majoritarian speak

The lyrics of her number 'Snap’ are unre-

markable, oronby as peignant as the next pop
or hastily roppe ed — battles in lower courts, song, But there is something arresting about
Oneof hThursday, Justice KV athan the jian musician's voice — a soaring
thiat the 1991 Iaw is only an “effecty i i i ionof th range, an effervescence that makes you
ded consti inciples.”In 2020, while deciding the Ayodhya i thnSCIudsild linger. I listen to the song on loop through the
that thelaw ind 3 . 1o equali ions and secu- night, feeling giddy mchan ti -m-i:u::r.
larism Mlu:h!sapalt nftlv: basic structure of the C itution." allsn recog- :::N musicianlul:y: having "discovered” a
nised"non-retro asalo innal featun Inthis, the 75thyear Youwould imagine, dear reader, wouldt
oftheCi fort wi »ens bo the Placesof Worship au, that it woubd, having become a perma-

Act could very well dmdnm ke of history |nshq)|ng thls diverse nation's future, The
ngnition that core c values — a commi
equahryand the right to freedom of religion — need a higher bar and protection, Clearly,
the court's task, as the political debate owver the law gathers pace, is cut out,

FOOD OF GLOBAL VILLAGE

Culinary guides may seem a democratic arrangement,
They also flatten the eating experience
ATABLES HAVE BEEN intrinsic to nﬂtu:alcaﬂlal\ges berwecn people since

the daysof hunier-gathy And long: back
o at least the times whenﬂllp&cmdlndlan pepper to the Roman empine

— perhap: anitemof commerce be-
tween the Indus Valley and ian civilisati [« Prolemy
(] Marm [Polo to Ibn Batuta and the l'rst Mughal Emperor Babur to Western colonisers

on the culi Froan thedr homes.

The compilation of ford atlases or guides o “best™ MtL"ﬂEi however, is a distinctly con-
temporary wrise, premised Timit the

nient fixture on my playlist, make it to my
Spatify Wirapped, that anmual marketing gim-
mickthat makes listeners feel cherished even
as it holds the music industry ransom to irsin-
hospitablie revenue-sharing madel ? | did ton.

W were both wrong,

Instead, my Wiapped is a rap around the
head, pointing at all that's wrong with my
taste — and with the corporate behemoth's
stealth-creep algnmhmn: patterns, built on
datal
it topush mone of the same to listeners, What
Spatify wants is not to provide you with per-
sonalisation, or motivation even to seek out
new music and newer musicians, lbwans o
keep you hooked by addling you with stuff
that sounds reasonably familiar and easy
enough on the ears not to press fast forward,

Moy, you could call rmy taste in music du-
hious, but never my range, From Tagore songs
to Mina Simone, Mohiner Ghoraguli to Joan

Scrolling through my
soundtrack to 2024, I realise
that Spotify has forgotten
why people come to music in
the first place — to feel. That
song by The Smiths a

colleague sent past

Armatrading, Simeon & Garfunkel to Leonard
Cohen, Joan Baez to Amy Winehouse, Lady

telling. But not in a pleasant way,
Scrnllmgthrnuyl my sounderack o 2024,

AL

Gaga to Billie Eilish, from 90s Bolly o
Imyast-all-hi dih

1
Walker and why-am-l-even-listening-to-him
Ba_\.Wlthlm I have plumbed thcduptlu sn

I realise thar Spotify why peo-
ple come bo music in the first place — to feel,
Thar song by The Smiths a colleague sent past
midnight to make Eght of a hard day at work,

theane by ar t
,....,..,,..., hizophrenic playli o But d i auseit'sso
‘Wiapped this ymrglw:s me pause, Inan  precious to you, the plaintive Moushumi

of 13,3

Spotify, can find few new masicians apart
from Linn that T have listened to, having fallen

Bhowemile number that your favourite cowsin

lilee literature, is tied wp in memory and nos-

how | lstenover what | cherish.
Wrapped is a mﬂdL‘| that has clearly

o make light of a hard |J.1y at
waork, the one by Noel
Harrison that you still
haven't managed to share
with anyone becaus S0
precious to you, the plaintive
Moushumi Bhowmik
number that your favourite
cousin who died far too
young used to love — music,
like literature, is tied up in
memory and nostalgia, in the
personal and the convivial

ralgia,i he convivial,
Brady Brickner-Wood writes in the New
Yorker, " when Spotify inevitably fails tode-
liver on the promise of being everything
users need it to be — a record collection, an
archive, a jukebme, a merch bar, a book of
burned CDs, liner notes, FM radio, MTV, our

Spotify eption
- ofits | i
haksi socialr
anmﬂcanaeran remermber, And yet,
outsourced

favourite ine, ac witha

apparently this year to Al is impersonal and
gimmicky —"That's some serk

friend — listeners fieel betrayed and existen-
tially ili Ifwe can't trust the apps

it purrs at one point, “Where do you find the
time,” it jibes at another, The reveal of my top
five songs and favourite artistes is a letdown;
I'have reservations about the stats (Falling
Calour’ by Vanbur 52 times, Seriously?).

A lot of this apparently has to do with
the company having laid off a sizeable
chunk of its workforce in Dy b

o tell us a meaningful story about our art
consumption, how will anyone, including
ourselves, ever discover the idiosyncratic
compasition of our inner Eves?"

It might be too big an ask of a corporation
intent on maximising profit o be a record
keeperof our inner ves, but perhagps, itcould
b i iamaf the backeround

i favour of an Al Spotify
CEDQ Daniel Ek has said that the decision to
Lay off 1,500 employees caused greater dis-
ruptions than anticipated, The results are

of who we were and who we have become,

o il i com

culinary experience. The smorgasbord has never been so diverse and the table today is
ot jusst th This may seem a democratic arrange-

laich oust fior g
ment, but it also homogenises rm

Take the latest edition of the Taste Atlas Muank It"s arich platber comprising cuisines
froam 101 But, instead of doing and | he foodie's taste

the At thy Italian, Greek, Indian, Ethiopian
and more than 90 other cuisines are compared and ranked in an order of excellence that
s not even pay lip service to the vastly different cultural and agronemic contexts in
which they were produced. The Taste Atlas claims that the ranking draws on the “pref-
erences” of people around the world, But isn't that a violation of the fundamental prin-
ciple that makes culinary c nula? Even sale, fat, acid and
heat come together in myriad, and protean ways,

Seeking out delectable versions of the Indian dishes that find a place in the Atlas —
murgh makhani, Hy\:ler.ind buryalu. chicken G5 and keema — won't require masch doing,
The bndi. Inclia's 12th he honour's list.
The culinary explorer, in :nnlust will put aside this compilation, and do what she does
best — seek out the unpredictable.

1celeh
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Scores FLEE BHOPAL

ANESTIMATED 2 lakh people, aquarter of the
total population of Bhopal, have fled the city in
a desperate bid to escape any danger arising
out of the deadhy MIC gas at the Union Carbide
plant. Panic-stricken residents of almost all
the localities of 0ld mmpal which hM been

declared

P C VErMA KILLED

VETERAN JOLIRMALIST AND former Congress
member of Parliament Prem Chand Verma,
was beaten to death by 10 intruders in his
hiouse in Saflarjung Enclave. While the rob-

ananarindianayrrocecnm BEEE 2 BE

bery theory has not been rubed out, officials
feel that vendetta appears to be a more likely
mative, It has been reparted that Verma had

sa

Clubofwhich he icl

SRI LANKA'S RESPONSE
THE SRI LANIKA “re-

that he chose not io make any reference to
*_the brutal killing of innocent civilians,”

CONGRESS MISSTEP
COMGRESS (1) WAS caught on the wrong foat

when it presented copies of a party “White
Paper”inthe Parliament debate on Punjab, This

gret and dismay” over Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's statement on the situation in the is-
land, They said its “"language, tone, and sub-
stance can cnly encourage the termorists and
theirsupparters bothin India and in Sri Lanka
to purswe further their nefarious activities"

by .

i

was hat the Opp:a'tiun thad
R Akalis’

tion, However, the paperm.d: it dnarﬂut BJ[’
had reject

P asked BJP's Atal Behari \'h]paym "l wul'ld
like o know Mlu:h version of the )\nandpw

1support?.

"y party has rejected all the three versions"
1 B | [ 1
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17 BIG PICTURE

UKESH D HAS bittersweet
memories of his first brush
with the World Chess
Championship. The story
goes that 11 years ago —
‘when Chennai hosted the showpiece battle
between Viswanathan Anand and Magnus
(Carlsen — Gukesh and his father were at the
Hyatt Regency to get a feel of the action.
There were no seats left in the playing hall
that day. Mot that father and son cared. They
were content standing at the back and
watching the action from a distance.

Gukesh was only seven years old then, All
these years later, he can still visualise the
spectacle of Anand and Carlsen trading
picces as they sat on the other side of a
spundproof glass wall.

“1 was outside, looking inside the glass
oo, [ thought to myself it will be socool to be
inside the glass box one day,” a smiling
Gukesh recollected after joining Anand and
(Carlsen in the ranks of world champions.

Eleven years after that innocent dream,
as another battle for the world champion®s
crowm played outin a glass box — christened
the “fishtank™ by the organisers — in
Singapore, Gukesh had one of the two best
spats in the house — this time, inside the glass
o, duedling world champéon Ding Liren.

“When Magnus won that world champi-
onship by defeating Vishy sir (in Chennai)), [
thought | really want to be the one to bring
back the title to India. This dream that | had
over 10 years ago is the single-most impor-
tant thing in miy life so far,” added Gulesh.

Gukesh's moment on the throne came
rather unexpectedly. He and Ding Liren were
hattling in the 14th game of the world cham-
pionship. With most of the pieces having left
the board, ing towards an
undramaticdraw. In the past 13 games, there
had been ample drama. Ding had won Game
1, in complete mockery of all the pre-world
championship naysayers. But Gulesh struck
back in Game 3. Seven draws followed, in
which twice Gukesh tried to force a victory
simply by ignoring a draw offer and playing
on, even when in a worse position on the
board. While he could not win those two
games, he won Game 11. The title suddenty
spemed within grasp. But Ding suddenly re-
discovered his appetite, winning Game 12.
Anand, thelast Indian towear the crown be-
fore Gulkesh (Moscow, 2012, was at home
in Chennai when Gukesh’s crowning mo-
ment came in Game 14. Game 14 was the fi-
nal game before the matter would need to
be decided ina faster time control tiehreaks.
Like the rest of the world and the players
themselves, Anand thought that the 14th
gamewas going to head to a draw. And then,
apage turned in the book of chess history.

Ding Liren, a man who had resisted the
charge of his rival addicted to attacking chess,
made ablunder with his rook, A single move-
ment of his wrist had changed the course of
history.

“Sometimes history walks in when you
are notexpecting it to. Like on Thursday. 1 was
kind of just sitting around, not watching the
14th world championship game bebween
Gukeshand Ding live in the end game. | was
expecting it to end in a draw at some point
and the match to continue in tichreaks the
next day,” Anand tells The indian Express.
“Then suddenly, [ see that Ding has blun-
dered his way into a lost game. Boom ! That
was quite :Ilamaril: Inafew seconds, every-
thing

E\n:rythlngs changed for sure. Definitely
for the boy who once
dreamt it would be cool to
be a world champion
someday. And for a coun-
try of 1.4 billion that he
represents which is now a

“Thad said inan
interview when I was
8 that I wanted to be
the youngest world

Mustration Suveiir Dey 1

The boy who is king

As the eight-year-old stood outside a glass box, watching two giants of the game battling it out, he
made an audacious wish: to reach where they were. Eleven years later, Gukesh D is now the
youngest World Chess Champion. AMIT KAMATH decodes the Grandmaster and his game

Singapore — he recalled that moment as be-
ing “abit humiliating” — the balm came from
his mentor Anand in alift ride in their hotel.
“Anand sir said, 'l had 11 games. You have
13" recollected Gukesh.

Anand teenager about
his own bruising opening game defeat to
Veselin Topalovin the first game of the 20010
world championship, where Anand had
eventually prevailed — the world champi-
onship was then a best of 12 games.

I the pastyear, as Gukesh had plotted his
way to becoming the world champion, itwas
Anand who guided him with tweaks that
changed the teenager’s career trajectory. [t
wis Anand's idea that Gukesh hire Grzegorz
Gajewski as a full-time trainer. Gajeweski had
helped Anand during his own world cham-
pionship batthes and knew what the Polish
grandmaster brought to the table. Anand's
assessment was that
Gukesh needed to develop
his epening game, and
there was no one better
than Gajewski to doit.

Ever since the duo

bona fide chess power- started working together
house. And for the sport it- champinn, MNow that] around January 2023,
self, which has been await- =iy = Gukesh's career graph has
ing the era of the Indian am here, that 8'}' ear- not paused even for air.
chess prodigiestobegin. — gld kid would be very The Polish grandmaster

“18 is just an unbeliev- _ . and a battery of seconds
abile age to become world h‘ipp."'f S‘iYSGuchh {assistants for big-ticket

champion,” Anand says.

MNone of the previous occupants of the
throne — be it Bobby Fischer, Garry Kasparov,
Viswanathan Anand or Magnus Carlsen —
were anywhere close to even fighting for the
tithe at 18.

“There's probably nothing better than
this. I'm just living my dream,” grinned
Gukesh. *This means a lot to me. It probably
meant a lot more to that eight-year-old
Guikesh than it does to me right now. Because
at some point | stopped thinking about
things like the youngest ever and such stuff.
I'had mentioned inan interview when [ was
eight that lwanted to be the youngest world
champion in the world. Mow that | have got
here, that eight-year-old kid would be very
happy”

After Gukesh bost the first game to Ding in

man:lu:s in chl:'ss] armcd
Gukeshwithone vich
another as he walked into the games.
Which is why, almost in every game in
Singapore, Ding spent as much as an hour
on his clock in the opening phases just to
tiptoe his way past the landmines his op-
ponent has buried on the treacherous ter-
rain of the 64 squares.

At the world championship, Gukesh did
not concede an inch to his rival in any of the
14 games, whether on the board orin his
bcdylar\g\lagc.ranhr past throe weeks, the
he cut himself off from sunal media and thl:
internet largely to focus on the workd cham-
pinmnship.

“I'm proud of how consistent [ have
been... in the way | live. In teenage years
chess is not the only thing. But [ have man-
aged to keep distractions away and focus,”
said Gukesh,

FIVE WORLD CHAMPIONS BEFORE GUKESH BECAME THE 18TH

NOI17: DING LIREN
CHINA, 2023-2024

Only the 2nd Asian to hold the title {after Vishy

This ability tokeep distractions away has
been a trademark since he was a child.
Glandmam\"]shnu Prasanna, who :haprd

after sealing his victory, he remembered to
stand up to greet FIDE president Arkady

ich as the Russian walked up to him
tocongratulate him. At the press conference,
after hisvanguished rival was done with his
picce and walked away, Gukesh was again
the first to rise on his feet and applavd Ding.
He kept standing and applauding until Ding
was out of the room from the exit at the
other end.

With Ding out of earshot, he finally set-
tled in his chair and then went on a long
speech about how Ding was a “true cham-
pion”. He wasn't done. The next day, at the
chosing ceremony, he walked on stage to col-
lect his trophy, and again decided to pay a
tribute to his rival without being prodded to.

“Ding Liren is in my eyesa true champion
and we saw that despite a lot of pressure on
him, he was able to put on a huge fight. This
match hasbeen the show itis because of his
fighting spirit. I really admire youw” Gukesh
told Ding from the stage.

‘This isa pleasant change to the way busi-

beenconducted on the
world d\ampwrshlpsragr where every un-
der-hand tactic your opponent
has been employed: from wild allegations
toemploying para-psychologists or hypno-
tists to rattle the man across the board.
Gukesh and Ding preferred to keep their
fight on the board.

Thereis the Gukesh the world seeson its
screen, the most serious 18-year-old in the
world. And then, when tournaments end, a
switch gets flicked and Gukesh acts every bit
his age. This was the Gukesh the world had
seen at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest as
well, when he had led the Indian chess team
to a history-making team gold and daimed
an individual gold medal as well. At that
event too, Gukesh had uncharacteristically
broken into dance showing off his footwork
at the trophy ceremony.

Asingle-minded pursuit of his target has
always been Gukesh's greatest forte since he

by tall enough to reach th end
of the chess board to make a move. He
dropped out of school in Class 4 as he chased
sucress on the board.
it sacrifices he has b
im his journey, Gukesh sa;s."l :m‘tsayl have
Tifices inlife. This
|5 what | have always wanted todo. 501
weouldn't have it any other way.” He then
steers the comversation in the direction of his
parents.

His Father, Dr Rajini Kanth, made the
tough decision to give up on his own prac-
thoe as an ENT surgeon to travel with Gukesh
as his career was taking off.

“The most sacrifices came from them
[parents). Once | started growing, they had
to face a lot of financial struggles. We were
nut really well off at that point. In 2017 and
2018, we were running so kow on money that
my parents’ friends came forward and spor-

ve years after starting bo
mcrkmth hlmarthn ageof 11, once pointed
out why Gukesh’s rise had been meteoric
eveninasport like chess, where every fourth

Anand), Ding got the chance to ¢ the
tithe with lan Nepomniachtchi in 2021 after
Magnus Carlsen decided to not defend his title
because he lost motivation. Ding won the title
in tiebreaks

NO16: MAGNUS CARLSEN
NORWAY, 2013-2023

Vishy's grip on the World Champion title was

:alwnmyarhlshumgl’wwhy(arhcumm
22, Car
relinguishing the format. Holds a peak rating of
2882, which is the highest ever achieved in chess

NO15: VISWANATHAN ANAND
INDIA, 2007-2013

India's original history-maker in chess, Anand is
the first Grandmaster from the country. In 2007,
he became the undisputed workd champion, also
l:hc ﬁrsl lmm India. In 2000, he had won the FIDE

player a prodigy.
“The first thing 1 mtlu‘d about him was
the emotional maturity hl: had even at the

Tnaments.
parcms had to endure, Just for mnogcra
chance to play chess,” he said.

Then, without missing a beat, he re-
minded the world of other sacrifices: those
in his team of seconds — like Grzegorz
Gajmlcl. Radoslaw Wojtaszek and Pentala

ageof 11. There wasacer tolearn.
He was completely different from others at
that age. He was always much more serious
about chess than others in his age group,”
Vishnu had told The Indion Express recenthy.
“While others in the training group woubd
Joke around and want to play blitz games,
Gukesh was always super sericus - even at
111 He would never take any game, even a
blitz game, lightly. [ thought, okay, this guy

hi alsn fathers myoung
children and had been spending a lot of time
helping him out.

Gukesh's win is the finale to a year that
started with an unprecedented five Indians
competing at the Candidates tournament in
Toronto, It was here that Gukesh won the

really wants to be some- right to challenge Ding for
thing. He was very driven  “Sometimes histor the throne.

right from the start.” said 5 ) After the Candidates,

Vishnw walks in when YOUAre  the legendary Garry

not expecting it to. [ Kasparow had famously re-

mEm marked, *The Indian

He was at his driven,
inscrutable  best in
Singapore, his visage
largely a poker face, win,

itinthe loss or draw. He was also
du‘sswur]d ruthless on the board,
:hasing vicwly even if
odd him
NO14: VLADIMIE KRAMNIK to take a draw and live to play another day.
RUSSIA, 2000-2007 "My whale strategy for this match has
hrm to push as much as possible for wins
A the chess world, mostly olours in every si Even
for his views on cheating in the sport, Viadimir ifitdidn’twork in most games, at least it was
Kramnik ended Garry Kas parov's 15-year reign. tiring him out,” he said.
mcmﬂl]uﬂcflashlnlondunmsm:ﬁrsmmc Aﬁtrwinningthrriﬂc itall changed. The
Kasparov lost a World Ch i ive boy on the board d to sob,

NO13: GARRY KASPAROV

RUSSIA, 1985-2000
Consi th chess p ofall
time, became the 1gest i

‘world champion when he trivmphed in 1985 at
the age 22 against Anatoly Karpov — Gukesh
broke the record with his win. Kasparov broke
away from FIDE in 1993, and held the classical
workd title till 2000

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

on mu]np]r occasions. Once at the board,
Then when he met his father. Then again
‘when he spoke to his mother on the phone.
Ome of the running jokes on Twitter when
he was playing at the Candidates tourna-
ment earlier this year was abaut him never
smiling. After becoming the world cham-
pion, he could not stop smiling.

In the midst of the overwhelming
tsunami of emotions, he did not forget his
upbringing that makes him respectful. 5o
‘while he sobbed uncontrollably at the board

was expecting a draw...
Then I see that Ding
has blundered...
Boom! That was quite
dramatic,” says Anand

earthquake in Toronto is
the culmination of the
shifting tectonic plates in
the chess world. The ‘chil-
dren’ of Vishy Anand are
onthe loose!”

The Indians have been
on the prowl alright! At
the Chess Olympiad, an event where there is
participation from over 180 nations, Indian
chess teams swept both team gold medals.
There were also four indvidual godds. Besides
Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi has also been taking
the world by storm, after touching the 2800-
rating mark.

There are audacious whispers in chess
circles that the next world championship
could see another Indian sitting in front of
Gukesh. “[would love that. .. o play against
another Indian in the world championship,”
said the world champion.

A moment like this has the potential to
change the landscape of the sport, bath in
India and world over.

"He will inspire millions of kids around
the globe, especially inIndia! He will be the
best chess ambassador ever!” gushed chess
legend Susan Polgar on X "Chessisina
great place!”

AW INDIANE XPRESS COM
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Places of politics

Using courts to politicise places of worship of a particular community flies in the
face of constitutional values. Supreme Court staying all such petitions is a welcome step

L anel trouble; Fire
baum and caulclron bubble," [t 1s a toxdc brew
when religion  and  accompanying
emotive incantations breed divisiveness For
political dividends,

When we the people, gave to ourselves
this Constitution of India, we embraced cer-
tain fundamental tenets which are the foun-
clatbon of our Republic, That is why the pre-
amble to our Constitution secures for
citizens, liberty of thought, expression, be-
lief, faith and worship along with the com-
mitment to promote among citizens frater-
nity, assuring the dignity of the individual
and the unity and integrity of the nation,
What this means Is that a citizen of this
country has the liberty, which s an inalien-
able right, of his or her belief, in his or her
falth. The right to worship, in accordance
therewith, is embedded in our cultusal tra-
citions, Thisapplies toall religions practised
i Inelia, farming the biedrock of aur multl-
oultural society,

When the act of demolition, based on
faith, of an allegedly disputed structure is
considered a triumph, even though per-
oelved as a crime, the fabric of our country is
torn asunder, The history of our country is
replete with waves of barbaric invasions at
a time when the concept of the rule of law
did not prevail. If alleged historical wrongs
of the past are grievances for which retribu-
tion Is sought now, qua those who had no
roke in such acts, the present becames anun-
easy place for our Republic to flourish, How
ean the millions of sur cltbzens lving in the
present be Iaullr:l Tor the allegedly barbaric
actsof the past? Political agendas that seck i
victimise the citizensof our Ilrpubllr by tar=
geting them for such alleged historicwrongs
have no constitutbonal or legal basis,

December 6, 1992, was a day of triumph
for many but percetved as a tragedy for those
whoespoused a particular faith. To calm the
turbulent wisters and to put an end to future
acts of constitutional vandalism, Parlkament
in 1991 had decided to enact the Places of
‘Waorship (Special Provisions ), Act 1991 ("Act
of 198917, In essence, it stipulated that the
characterof the places of worship as they ex-
istedlon August 15, 1947, would notbe altered,
What this means is that when India became
free and aclopted on Nevember 26, 1950, our
Constitution, our Republic assured freedom
of belief, falth and worship, enshrined in
Autiche 25 of the Constitution. It states that “all
persons are equally entitbed to freedom of
conscience and the right to freely profess,
practice and propagate their religion, subject
o public arder, morality and health”,

Recent attempes to reopen the wounds
of the past for acts that happened hundreds
of years ago, demonising the present, en-
courage public disarder. Every other dlay, we
witness courts being made a battleground
for dubious historical assertions against
places of worship of a particular commu-

BY RAM MADHAY

JAMES CARVILLE, THE campaign strategist
of Bill Clinton In:lm 1962 presidential elec-
tions said, famausky, “The economy, stupid”,
a phrase that turned the tabsles on George H
W Bush's re-ebection and sent Clinton to the
White House, Today, it should be “The tech-
nelogy, stupdd”, The world has entered the
eraof frontier technologies, of tech haves and
have-nots, The real race is no longer about
shadowy GDP figures, which can be inter-
preted differently based on varbed indices,
For example, if you take the GDP in real
terms, the LS is ahead of China by at least 10
trillion, However, the GDP adjusted to pur-
chasing power parity {PPF) will place China
ahead of the LIS by about $4 trillion,

Buit the two countries are competing not
Just about these numbers, It s no longer the
case that the country with the highest GDP
would automatically dominate the word. In
this era, frve or six major technologieal ad-
wances would determine the global pecking
order. Technologles like artificlal intelligence,
semiconduetors, guantum computing, ge-
netic and biotechnology, clean-tech and
space fall under this category of weapons of
wiarld domination in the 218t century.

Earlier this week, Google intraduced a
new quantum chip called “Willow”™, which
can "solve problems in under five minutes
that would take ten septillion years for the
world's fastest tugvnnnumlcri Aseptillion
is a number equal to 1 followed by 24 zeros

atrillion trillions, In 20 l.uuglc devel-
oped a processor called *Syeamore”, which

ey | B ]

nity. The claims are based on suspect asser-
tions that the strectures in place in fact are
basilt on the debris of a site where another
religion was being practiced, Such petitions
themaelves are acts which tend to fuel emo-
tians inconsistent with the values of the
Constitution that we have embraced. That
the Supreme Court on December 12,
through an interim order, has stayed all such
petitions ks a welcome step,

The esurt has no legal means to justify
that such acts are indeed based on alleged
Tistorical facts, In fact, such an exercise
court for making a judicial determination of
the existence of a fact is per se hazardous
and Is bound to evoke controversy, Those
who worship at such places feel targeted,
Others triumph at theirunease, This creates
an environment of both fear and uncer-
tainey. The alacrity with which the court that
is moved passes orders on all such elaims
and the swiftness with which the agencies
of the government act, suggest that this is
much more than a simple litigation,

Soimie suits are Mled on the basts that the
place of worship in question is a protected
manument and, therefore, its access cannot
b denbed under section 15 of The Ancient
Monuments Preservation Act, 1904,
However, that very Act under section 13
stipulates that the place of worship or shrine
maintained by the government shall not be
userd for amy purpose inconsistent with its
character. In addition, The Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, In terms of section 16
stipulates what is set out in section 13 of The
Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904,
Thits ls in respect of places of worship, which
are maintained by the government. In any
event, Article 25 protects all places of wor-
ship from changing their character whether

The fact that the government
of the day is silent on the
issue is a matter of concern
Their silence is perceived wo
e an act of consent by those
who fear that courts are being
moved to fulfil an agenda that
resulted in the demolition
that ok place on

Diecember 6, 1992, The intent
of those moving the court to
dlig the graves of the past is to
ereate an enviromment which
supports a particular political
agenda, wherein religion and
politics become tw sides of
the same coin, Major
trivimplialism is the objective,
The intent, to my mind, of
those who move the court
backed by a particular
political party is to create a
majoritarian vote bank that
cuts across easte and ereed
and becomes a coalescing
toree which differentiates ‘us’
and “them’ based on religion.

© R Siwslkaamar

or not they are maintained by the govern-
ment. Any claims, therefore, macle based on
statutes are inconsistent with the funda-
mental right guaranteed under Article 25 of
the Constitution.

The fact that the government of the day Is
silent on the issue is a matter of concern,
Thelrsilence is perceived tobe an act of con-
sent by those who fear that courts are being
o to Rulfil an agenda that resubted inthe
demolition that took place on December 6,
19692, The intent of those moving the court
o the gravesof the past |s to create anen-
vironment which supports a particular po-
lirical agenea, wherein religion and politics
become two sides of the same coin,
Majoritarian triumphalism is the objective,
The intent, to my mind, of those who move
the court backed by a particular politieal
party is to create a majoritarian vote bank
that cuts across caste and creed and &
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ohie hopes thit the PTT and PML-N have also realised that the path they have

l\u‘nm'lIa-\\wllkd:.-wunl 1ilisast
and its people as well.*

ot only for themsel

bt for the country
= DAWN,PAKISTAN

[t’s not just
the price tag

Who pays for climate change effects is relevant,
But it detracts from other issues waiting to be
addressed to prevent worse from happening

KRISHNA KUMAR

m'\nrl:unmu and soon, Asan overarching
term, heweser, climate change doesn't nec-

oy something worrying|
phes InTV debates and documentaries, we
are tokd that the change indlimate patterns
s presenting new opportunities to certain
reggions. For example, we are told that some
countries with long and bitter winters can
now produce wine. Inour country, we leam
:1:.1: Inacoessible Spots in the high moun-

and soon,

SOMEYEARS AGO, Imetak an
atraln from Dellid, He was leavirg Delhi for
good, taking his business along, When |
asked him why, he told me something |
wish hac figured in the annual Lament over
air pollution in Delhi, "My employees are
constantly on a short fuse — ready to quar-
rel over every small thing,” he saick. Then
e explained: “It's all due to the bad air; it
Thas no axygen.” | was stunned by the clar-
ity of his remarke. In my Grade X chemistry,
Hearnt how essential cxygen is for the hu-
man Brain to function, Why does nobody
mention it in the endless TV debates on
Delhi's adr pollution? Respiratary allments
form the staple of these debates, and there
is nothing wrong with that, but the brain's
ability to function and cope with life is
clasely related to alrtwlalf. Nat everyone
will make the connection between chok-
ing and impaired thinking and emational
well-being. That's what this businessman
had done before decicing towind up.
Dethi s where all magor decisions are
made. The quality of these decisions is
surchy subject to the supply of oxygen, The
thought makes one uneasy. You instantly
Know you are looking at a viclous cycle,
Good decisions need to be macle to resohve
the pollution problem, but pollution alfects
decision-making capacity and the quality
of decisions made. This loop is actually
somewhat miseading because the poar
supply of axygen tothe brain affects all de-
csions, not just the decisions about air
cquality. Andl if decisions about everything
are now to be made in Delhi, certain areas
of governance sulfering from a backbog of
good decisions will be woest affecbed. The
arealam most famiBarwith s certainly ane
of them. So many decisions that universi-
tes and states used to make are now con-

a coabescing force which differentiates *
aml |I1rm lnw:lmurllnl:mllummplr:l

hate

by some and

ulln.\:r]:\r athers, becomes part ur a uuwr
ment that started with Advani's mth yatm,

lr:mldmlllylullcmln.uml the constitu-
tional values of our Republic, such events
would never have happened. There would
have been no need for the Act of 1991,
Twenty-four years after the enactment of
such a law, we sthll seek to resurrect the
wounds of the past, which the Constitution
protected under Article 25, Religlon as a po-
litical tool is anathema to the concept of a
Republic, Itis best to practice religion in the
privacy of ane’s home and allow it to our-
il for the good of the communkty,

el lasel

The writer iz a Rajya Sabha MP
and senior advocate

Poised for a quantum leap

Power today is about technology, not just economy. India must join the race

made history by performing kn just 200 sec-
onds a task that would take a good super-
computer 10,000years, The Willow proces-
sor chip has double the quantum bits
[Quibits), making it revolutionary, When
Sundar Pichal announced the development,
it wowed tech leaders like Elon Musk,
India should take this technological
challenge seriously. It has totighten its belt
e pace ahead in all the frontier echnology
areas. Let me contextualise this challenge
with some relevant data, Digital age com-
puting saw the development of supercom-
puters and massive storage and processing
machines in the 1960s. The first supercom-
puter, Cray, was developed in the US in
1964, We took 20 years to enter the race,
When the LS denbed access to the technol -
ogy, India decided to build its own, Vijay
Bhatkar, the architect of supercomputing in
Inclia, bullt Param 8000 in 1991,
Mecording tothe Department of Science
and Technology (DST) the first indigenously
bl supercomputer, Param Shivay, was in-
stalled only recently at the BHU in Varanasi,
AIRAWAT — Al Research, Analytics and
Knowledge Assimilation program — is
Inclia’s best supercomputer thus far But it s
ranked 75th in the world in terms of com-
puting eapability.
Mearwhile, the waorld is moving to quan-
turmn technologies that are millions of times
faster and more efficient than supercompa-
ers, The entire future of Al and activities
driven by it like genome technologies, space

ey | B |

and chean-tech is dependent on quantum
computing. India cannot wait for toa long to
plunge into this race, nor can it smugly as-
sumse that with advances in supercomput-
ing. it is ahead of the curve,

Supercomputing has limited applicabil-
ity In the new Al-driven werld of quantum
20, That is why countries are investing heay-
ily in quantum and other technologles, In
2022, China announced 5153 billion for
quantum technobogy, almost double the in-
vestment that EU nations made, ancl around
five tirmes that of the LS,

Thankes o the vIsI:m.\ry Initiatives of the
Mod it India has al 1 this
race, The National Mission on Quantum
Technologies & Applications was established
in 2020 with a five-year budget outlay of
about §1 billion, It b the seventh country to
Thave a quantum mission, However, much
needs to be done in terms of actual research
and outpat. IFwe take the top 10 percent of
mast cited papers on quantum technologles,
India ranks 20ih, On the patenis front, too,
India ranks ninth with around 340 patents
in quantum technobogies, China, with over
57 percent of patents and the LS with over
28 percent kead the race.

Countries won't have bong gestation pe-
rinds for progress. World history shows that
the take-off happens due to visionary lead-
ership and relentless pursult in just 10-15
years, Franklin D Roosevelt gave sucha boost
o the US econormy between 1933 and 1945
through his revelutionary New Deal. World

‘Warll helped the LIS bulld a strong military-

industrial complex, Something similar un-
foldedd in the Soviet Union under Stakin and
Khrushchey, Deng Xiaoping's era ( 1985-

1995 witnessed China rising as the world's
manufacturing capital, Once they took off,
the US anel China continued thelr trajeciory
by investing in frontier areas = China
through state funding and the US through
private ane public capital

IFIndia is to join this league, it needs a
checace of leadership vision, and resource al-
location jointly by public and private insti-
tustions, Can India achieve this? As was fin-
:slllng:hls article, the nmillu: l.ukr\h

the 18-year-old cf
(r:um Tamil Madu — defeated his Chinese
challenger Ding Liven to become the workd
champion. India has the brain power necded
o rise in the tech world, It has that 10-year
window ol vistonary leadership too,

The last time that a digital revolution
swept the world in the 1980s and 19905,
India's Foremest ITentreprencurs sefzed the
apportunity. With a government leacership
commimitted to taking the country forward in
the frontier techera, there is a huge opportu-
ity e private and public institstions toleap
Torwird, Sadly, thaugh, we still don’t seem
tes realise that the real infrastructure spend-
ing needed in the 215t century is not just
physical but Al infrastructure.

e writer, president, India Foundarion, ts
with the Bt Views are personal

epaperindianexpressicom BN BN

veyed to them. They are supposed to com-
ply and they do, Whether these decisions
are suited to specific institutional condi-
tions is not subject to debate edther.
Returning to debates on the environ-
ment, the discourse of anxiety has mutaced
numerous times during the last three
decades, Il you look back at the 19905, you
can recall honw forests, big dams, biodiver-
ally.antl the loss of village commaons were

tributors i
llwcnvlmulmualulxla The range ulum
cerns shrank when “global warming” ac-

cquired popular currency, As a kabel, it was

lhv]lsl h{luunun wnlvlw stories |3 guite
b They mitigate andety, permitting us

brace braver new workds.

Another feature of the new ethos

around terrifying news about the environ-
ment is technology. Nearly every discus-
shon on the econamic implications of cli-
mate change now invokes the promise of
green technology. It is a great linguistic in-
vention, As a colour, green inevitably
arouses the image of undisturbed forests
and grassy meadows. No doubt the rerm
ghves hope and takes away the pain of a
long struggle that switching from grey o
green  technologies  will  demand,
Maintenance of hope, we are told, and
aveidance of depressive resignation are m-
portant for mobilising the consumer pub-
lic to coaperate. The market has mastered
basic pedagogic mantras that teachers
thought only they knew,
I Baku reveals the absence of spontaneous
concern and consensus over the crisis The
Baku debate bolled down tothe price tag of
aparticipatory initiative, The fight overwho
would pay was, of course, highly relevant,
but it ebiuscated many real issues walting
o be addressed to prevent more acute cli-
mate change than what is already happen-
b Adr polluition weas just one of the mary -
sues raised, and it didn't get much traction o
be explicitly acknowledged.

It ks not merely an aspect of fossil fuel
emission; there are multiple reasons as
Delhi's resiclents know all too well It s ap-
parently not an issue of much concern in
Europe. Itis typically percefved asa regional
problem of South Asla, and even within
Inclia, it is seen as a problem of metropoli-
an clties and a few others in the Gangetic
belt. Someone troubled by Delhl's alr does
et finl empathisers in Pune, Pondicherry
or Bastar, In school classrooms in Madhya
Praclesh, it is barely mentioned A If there
s empathy for Delhi in Lahore, it provides
lietle sodace, and even bess hope, for obwvi-
OUS CONEMPOFATY IeALNE.

So, it s just your doctor whe worries
about you, Persistent pollution has boosted
the demand for medical help and air puri-
flers, According to recelved social sclentific
wisdom, what Is good for business cannot
be bad for the ECONOIMY everl iFit impairs

supposed to cover air and water poll
and a lot more, but Noods and droughts
were still seen at that time as results of
freak weather. In reglons like Bihar and
Assam, they were perceived as anniial rou-
tines with established protocols, which
proved inadequate year after year. The Kosi
River's annual Noods form the backdrop of
Phanees hwvarmath Renu's classics like Muails
Aanchal and Partd Farikatha.
Towards the turn of the century, further
shrinking of multi-national debates oc-
curred The new label was “climate change®,
It was a good poster phrase, but a bit too
compact. OF course, when experts use it,

people’s abdlity hee e ply and work
according to thedr full capacity, How can so-
Iutions be found in such a chose-cirouit or-
bit? We obwviously require both real and
metaphorical meyien to pursue the matter.
At Baku, few wanted to discuss the dust
partiches that the dally assaults on Gaza and
Uleraine have widely dispersed for more
than a year now:, War contribu tes to climate
change inways that neither the industri-
alised nor the so-called developing coun-
tries want bo raise,

Kumar is a former NCERT director and
awthor af Thanlk You, Gandhi
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AN ALARMING TREND

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Rebuild
our universities' (I, December 13),
‘While India has histerically been a
leader in higher education with uni-
versities like Nalanda, Takshshila, and
Vikramshila, it Is rather sad and
alarming to see the increasing brain
drain, IITs and 1IMs have always
charmed the masses in India but a
look at the general university educa-
thon here reveals the plight of PhD
scholars, the lack of research infra-
structure and the tough life they lead,
Itis nowonder these students end
choosing  wuniversities  abroad,
Nevertheless, universities like Ashoka
and [SB are keeping hopes up but we
do need to rework and rethink our
Indian institwtions,

Shubham Singh, New Delhi

FOR A FAIR SYSTEM

THIS REFERS TO the artbcle, 'Lead by law,
notideology {1E, December 13), The re-
rmarks made by ustice Sheldhar Kumar
“Yadav, during a speech he delivered ata
Vishwa Hindu Parishad event this

seen as influencing their judicial deci-
shons, udges are sworn to bear faith and
allegiance to the Constitution and are
bound by their oath to follow and up-
Tsolel it. The Supreme Court should take
strict action against him, A system of
Justice with sucha judge cannot becon-
sidered falr and just. To ensure people’s
faith in the Indian judicial system
does ot erode, appropriate action must
b taken,

Khokan Das, Klkata

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Lead by
lawy, not ideology’ (1E, December 13},
Every judge tales an oath, as provided
under the Third Schecule of the Indian
Constitution, which states affirma-
tlons to “faithfully and o the best of
mmy ability, knowled ge, and judgment
perform the duties of my office with-
out fear or favour, affection or il will
and uphold the Constitution and the
laws." Recent remarks by Justice Yaday
at the Vishwa Hindu Parishad event
have blurred this legal and moral
mandate. In a democracy, the judicl-
ary is viewed as an independent ar-
biter of justice and imegrity forms the
bedrock of its credibility which gets

week, are very disturling as they reekol
decp prejudice and hatred against a mi-
nority community, Jucges have to ex-
ercise restraint when they speak about
any kssue lest thelr personal views be

-

ol by such eontroversial
remarks, It undermines bath juclicia
neutrality and erodes public trust in
Juelicial institutions,

Valbhav Goyal, Chand (garh
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Welcome spotlight

Supreme Court’s renewed emphasis on
monitoring Manipur is welcome:

“ caring a case by petitioners aggrieved

with the unremitting hostilities in Mani-

pur, the Supreme Court of India has di-
rected the Manipur government to disclose de-
tulls of destroyed and encroached propertles
following the ethnic violence a year and a half
ago. The Court had also, a few months ago, ex-
tended the working tenure of the Justice Gita M-
til-led Committes supervising the investigations
related o the violence and also humanitarian as-
sistance and reliel in the State. Ideally, these
steps should not have been under the acgis of the
Court and, instead, under the remit of the execu-
tive governments — in this case, the State and the
Unien Home Ministry, But the violent imagery of
sexual vielence, the wanton destruetion of pro-
perty, including places of worship, and the conti
nuing hostility between the Stute's two ethnic
groups had foreed the Court’s hand into foraying
o a supervisory rale through the Justice Mitcal
Committee, It has also become an imperative for
the higher judiclary, fiest, beesuse of the remar-
kable reticence of the Union gevernment in an-
swering questions from civil society and the polit-
feal Opposition related o the situation in the
State, and second, due to the lack of il

Wounding the spirit of the Constitution of India

e, the people of India, having
sodemnly resolved to constitube
Inclia into @ sovereign, socialise,
secular, democratic, republic,
andd to secure to all ls cliizens justice, liberty, and
equality and promete fraternity among all, have
been witness to a mockery being made of our
constitutional compact, in full public view, atan
event organised within the precincts of a
constitutional court, the Allahabad High Court,

Distancing ourselves would be a disservice
We have witnessed a sitting judge brazenly
challenge the spirit and letter of the Constitution
of Inclia, in a speech that Is nothing but a dog
whistle that guarantees impunity to the mobs that
will act on his words and views - and have been
acting on words such s his emanating from the
seats of power, The venom that Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, judge of the Allahabad High Cour,
spewed on the precinets of the court, has been
widely reported in the media, Members of
Parliament in the Opposition have injtiated an
Impeachment maotkon mgainst the judge, the
Supreme Court of India has called for a report,
and concerned citizens have written to the Chief
Justice of India.

None of this, however, captures the sense of
wollective shock, dismay and grief tiat it is even
possibbe for this level of public umiliabon,
wiolent, incendiary, genocidal street-talk o
t-mum- from a seat of justice under the

ity by the misiiring State government that has
been neffective in bridging the ethnke gap. Even
E:ﬂltlcul representatives from the same parties
ave been split on ethnic lines and there seems
little convergence in the palitical demands being
muade by the opposite camps.
There is also the rise of nonstate actors,

armed with sophisticated weapons - many of

which are looted from the State armouries - ex-
ercising their llegal writ on the political process,
They have also been engaged in violent acts in
places such as Jirlbam, which did not see any eth-
nic conflagrations earlier. Manipur's tragic des-
cent into ethnic hostilities receives national atten:
ton only when the scale of the violence Is
horeifying and reaches unconscionable levels,
Despite the government averring that it Is taking
steps to restore the rube of law and addressing the
political differences, a return to the status quo
ante before May 2003 seems far away. 'I e Court’s
renewed attention iy,

ftution. For that ks what it s, And it is really

llmc o seek remedies agalnst an incitemnent 1
violence of this nature as & part of our solemn
alfiemation as citizens who gave to curselves this
Constitution, The sludge’ that was passed as
learned judiclal speech s an assault on the
citizens of India and notan attack on Muslims or
minorities or urban naxals or protesters or just
any particular group that has become the latest
target of mob violence/public inciemnent, This is
not Justice Yacav's views on Muslims, nor is this a
case of just one rotten apple, In d.isllam'ira(
ourselves from his comments, we do auned
diggerviee wour stonomeous and independent
determination of the terms on which the
collective "we' is constituted in this country called
Inclin that Is Bharat,

Justice Yadav's speech is an act of wounding, It
Is o speech that inilicts deep harms on all of us: in
terms of how we experience the life of the mind,
knowledge, convivial living and spiritual

Kalpana
Kannabican

a soclclogist based
In Hyderabad

We' the people
of India muse
not read down
K.

Fulfilerent in a shered space, the boundiries of
which are not determined by narrow walls and
fences of bigotry. and in terms of the injurles that
religiows bigotry inflicts on shifting targets — on
people, our lived lives, our dwellings, our
worksites, our nelghbourhoods and our places of
worship. We have also seen the disastrous effects
of soft bigotry as a trigger o mobystate violence,
especially in the case of plices of worship.

Let us not read down Justice Yadav's speech
nnd allow it to pass as something thae is

It is st 1 tht can b

m.iccmulyunm.mi by the High Ouurl that
offered the space and the possibility for this - a
High Court that did not rise in one volce
condermn and censure a membser of the Bench for
speaking genocide and atrocity. This Is a court
that ought to have written to the Chief Justice of
India condemning Justice Yadav's speech long

property, but s a commaons, iy urgent that we
think of the Constitution-as-commaons - that a
shared ownership and shared understanding
govern its use t further the common good which
s set ot in the Preamble and in the philosophy
of civil disobedience of various hues, Satyagraha
Is our collective inheritance - Gandhi, B.R.
Ambedkar, Maukina Azad, Jaipal Munda,
Dakshayani Velayucthan, Anis Kidwai, AK.
Gopalan....

It is not just rulers but when people who sit on
Judieial seats speak the undisguised wngue of
rulers and the mobs, disobedience is the
cor Toute o If norms of
Judicial propriety’ have come undone, Justice
5.1, Yadaw of the Allahabad High Court has
seripted s ruinaton. In the resulting crisls that
‘Juclicial propriety’ finds iself in, the only
lt'sul'll'{.'ﬁ[m i throagh the grammar of civil

before the Sup “ourt che ded a repart in
response o the petitioning and the protests by
citizens who took note of the speech and
mobilised action given the exceedingly slow
wheel of the kaw,

It calls for w different im-n:lwlll.cthrcjudh.lul

15, TEPOFLS,
psured tcnsun'.' will umnum to nothing,
ment s a good move, but is only
symbolic; it is destined to fail when Justice
Yaclav's politbeal masters hove a brute majority in
Parliament, unless of course we hive an

ancl

accountability. Nor can this act be ad

redressed by subjecting it to the low, anodyne
chiding that is whispered by the judicial frazemity
alome within court halls that allow restricied
entry. We have seen the consequences of dog
whistles of this kind over the past decade and the
Irreparable hirms they bring in their wake, We
also know that mobilising around the
Constitution and Its core values together as
ordinary citiaens, elected citbaens and judicial
citizens, speaking a shared lainguage across
wernaculars and Eaiths, is the only way of
effectively affieming our collective and individual
human dignity and the unity and integrity of this
country — India that is Bharat.

A commons

This writer has long argued that the Constitution
of India, and our rights and responsibilities as
cltizens, take shape through a deep connection
between the intellectual history o

speceh constinutionalism and a grounding of that history
and allow It 10 in :mrwnl\fltu: present-futures, Nether
lintery nor the
nluur rluhu need be !h-llt.klt'd by narrow
| that nal prior judicial
Is wisdom ulnnc sinee Ihl.' sprit of the Constitution
Inconscquential (and indeed the Constitution itsell) is not judicial

b 1 and unlikely action by members
of the ruling alliance standing with the
Constitution.

The outlines of a

It i of course a sad comment thit 5K, Yaday, as a
Judige, has political masters, This alone should
trigger some deep reflection and public
discussion by cltizen judges, since the barrler
Between judicial and politieal speech (and space)
has been breached, Taking this further, in
reinstating the dignity compass and rejecting
public humiliation In judicial conduct and

speech, we need to think through public and
Juekielal action that will deaw on the wellsprings of
our inheritance of civil disobedience and
satyagrala, We must cralt tactical resistance by
refusing to allow a person who speaks this
Language to judge our cases or judge with us. The
“We' that opens the Preamble to the Indian
Constitution is not o "we' that i o motley group of
people identified rndomly (with or without their
cansent) as Hindu,

The "We' ks a constitutionally constituted
rople. A non-denominational, plural, dizeyingly
cterogeneous, and diverse beyond measure

peaple whe believe in the spirit of the
Comatitution and its core values,

bt
shorn of meaningful steps to reverse the spiral of

hostilities, this exercise would remain incom-
plete. The government's attorneys have also
sought to retadn a vell of secrecy over the commit
vee's functioning and indings using the tred rhe-
porie of “national security”, The Court should not

pay heed to this ploy which seems maore a case of

seeking to divert attention than helping o find
meaningful solutions to the conilict. Across the
world, conflict resolution has focused on me
chanisms such as “truth and reconciliation” exer-

Trump’s return and the South Asia outlook

sworr-in as the 47eh President of the Unived

Atates of America, Mr, Trump's re-election,
and subsequent retwrn 1o office, have triggered
curiosity and "nervousness” in many countries,
Hi + In South Asla, he is lkely to offer a

l n January 2025, Donald Trump will be

cises which have privileged ity ard
normative actions, something that remains ab-
sent in Manipur. The Commintee's indings may
provide the necessary push in the right direction,

Beyond faith
The interference of the Akal Takht in the
affairs of the Akali Dal is unaceepiable
T he Akal Takht, the highest Sikh temporal

seat, has enforced pundshment for Shiro-

mani Akali Dal (SAD) keader and former
Punjab Deputy Chiel Minister Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal, aned collengues for the alleged mistakes they
committed when they were In power from 2007
00 2007, The punishment has been both religious
and political in nature, which is a disturbing col-
lapse of the essential wall between the two

distinet continuity, His ideology and forelgn
poliey goals will continue to pash for inereased
cooperation, collaboration, and consultation with
India in South Asla even as his leadership style,
decision-making nature, and management of
grear power politics will provide new
opportunities and challenges,

Factors in U.S,-India ties
Inclia and the Undtec! States have enjoyed an
upward trajectory in thelr relationship since the
beginning of the millenniwm. Acknowledging it
leacdership in the reglon, the LS, even labelled
India as a net-security provider in 2009, The
Biden adminkstration (2021:24) has emulated o
similar outlook, With China’s

Vice-President lor
Stucies and Foreign
Palicy at the Observer
Research Foundation
{DIRF|

an husoclate Fellow,

wggressivencss and assertiveness, Inlin and the
U5, have strengthened their engagements and
wn in South Asin, Through is

spheres, Mr. Badal survived an Inathon at-
wempt while performing penance at the Golden
Temple, the central place of worship for Sikhs,
on December 4, The Akal Takht's punishments
for religious misconduct are the accepted norm
fior praciising Sikhs and, as swch, are within the
reabm of faith and custom. However, Mr. Badal's
actions that drew the scruting of the Akal Takht
were not strictly about his faith, and at the very
least, overlapped wlthhurslllwul role as Deputy
Chiel Minister and beyond, The religious author-
ity also pushed for his ouster as SAD president,
and issued directions to the party 1o set up i com-
mittee o Initiate & membership drive and hold
elections for office-bearers within six months,

Indo-Pacific strategy, the LLS, wants to
supplement India's regional leadership o counter
f‘hlnn ancd maintain the values-based order, Its

eration with India on the Millennium

haillenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal
.md helping Sri Lanka out of its economic crisis,
indicate this growing cooperation, Besices, Mr,
Biden's passive relations with Pakistan after
withdrawing from Afghanistan helped India and
the U5, foster a mutual vision for the region,

The relationship has net been free of
dissonance and divergences. New Delhi's primary
objective of cooperating with the 1.5, Is 1o push
hm.k 'umlnut (:hln.l andd uﬁuullcrnullw

The SAD is a registered political party regulated
by the law of the country and the Election Com:
mission of India. That it berds to religiows wrils Is
disconcerting for the polity,

Inein's begal Framework and constitutional
principles emphasise secularlsm, which is re-
hected in how political parties are regulated. The
direct intervention of any religlous body in polit-
Tenl decisbons and affaies of politleal parties could
send the wrong signals on adberence 1o the Cone
stitution’s secular principles, The SAD has been
going through a thnllcnﬁ:m phase following its
poor electoral run in 2022 Assembly and
2024 general electlons. [t has lost lis traditional
support base and needs o relmagine its politics
o stay relevant in Punjab, The SAD'S strategy to
revive its fortunes is a return o its pre-1996 pan-
thic” (Sikh) agenda. But this s a tricky route,

There are disturbing signs of a potential revival of

extremism among Sikhs, which will do no good
1o the community or the country, There are glo-
bl aictors that want to relgnite the embers of the
long-dead ‘Khalistan® movement, The assassing-
ton bid on Mr, Badal yet again revealed the exis.
tence of radical elements willing to resort o vio-
lence, The SAD has hud a moderating effect on
the Sikh community, offering its members a plat-
form for their religious and secular concerns, An
effective tukeover of the party by the Akal Takht
is harmiul for both, and the larger polity,
i

the Biden
.nimlnlm‘rml:m ha! nlﬂllwl) serutinised some

Studies, Observer
Fesearch Foundation

How Souh
Aslan countries
will cope with
the Trump

countries on democracy and human rights under
thee preext of upholcing a valwes-bused order amd
pushing back China. While India supported the
Shedkh Hasina government in Bangladesh and
pragmatically engaged with Myanmar's junta, the
LS, pressured both regimes, including imposing
targeted sanctions. This pressure nudged them
closer to China, Similarly, sanctioning ndim
firms for collaborating with Russia and
accusations of corruption against the Adani
Group has faltered two Indian projects in Sri
Lanka, leaving India to face the brunt and
consequences of the declsions,

There could be less irritants
However, Mr. Trump's return is likely to assaus
these irritants, As in hds first term, Mr. Trump
continued w hint at burden sharing, reciprocity,
nationalism, and competing agalnst China in his
forelgn policy. If Mr. Trump walks the talk, he will
oritise pushing back against China while giving
ess importance to uman rights, democracy, and
nation-building, He would also want India to take
the lead in the region while the U.S. would
supplement the same, This would leave less space
for and enhance
policies between both countries. Anather
potential irritant between both countries was
coneerning thelr policies on Afghanistan and
Pakistan, During his first term, Mr, Trump
punished and cooperated with Pakistan and
urged India to take an active role in inding a
sustainable solution in Afghanistan, With the
LS withdrmwal from Adghanistan and Pakistan's
IJllle strategle Importance, this issue s of lnle
now.

even as they
balance China
and Indla, s yet
0 be seen

Touring his fiest werm, Mr. Trump p

China and supplement India, Mr. Trump's liide
foeus on democracy, nation-bullding, and human
rights {like in his first term) would also benefit Sri
Lanka, where a new government Is still looking
for economic assistance and exploring a lasting
selution po the Tamil issoe,

This approach could benefit Myanmar and the
Talban to, although it s unclear (o what extent
Washingron would like o engage them. However,
Bangladesh, which is undergoing a political
transition under the new regime, will face
challenges and a potential recuction in
nsslstance,

China and the region

Mr. Trump's confrontational approach to China
will also put Seuth Aslan countries under more
pressure, Ghven his erratic decisions, Washington
will likeely be less tolerant of South Asian
countries” agency and consistent playing of one
Freat rkmrmulins'r the other. Besides, the
region's Y
over investments, defence cooperation, and
agreements will Hkely Invite more pressure from
the U, 1o seek reclprocity. However, his promise
of bringing peace between Russia and Ukraine
and resolving the crisis in West Asla (if successful)
will help weakened South Asian economies o
overcome thelr food and fuel inflationary
pressures,

A the world braces for Trump 2.0, South Asia
will not bee immume to the broader structural
shifts. Yet, the region is likely to see more
continuity, With India and the US, likely 1o
Inerease their cooperation in South Asla and
bridge their divergences, Mr, Trump's ideology,
leadership style, and T of great power

capacity building, development assistance,
defence agreements, and cooperation with the
South Asian countries, This nature of usnlsllam't
woukd Biven his ambitions b

politics will have opportunities and challenges for
the region. How South Asian countries will cope
with the new admindstration, even as they
balunce China and India, is yet to be seen,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Court's ‘freene’ arder

The Supreme Court of
India's freeze on suits on
claims over places of
worship is a source of reliel.
Most Indians are
descendants of migrants
from other parts of the
warld — an inconvenlent
truth for some political
narrathves, This s a point
that was alse highlighted by
the former Supreme Court
Judpe, Justice Markandey
Katju, in 2011,

India's history, marked by
waves of migrations and
Invasions, has seen
countless instances of
places of worship being
destroyed, repurposed, o
rebuilt. Similarly, invaders
have often displaced earlier
settlers. Seeking justice for

every such historical
grievance s Impractical and
endless, Worse, entertalning
such cases risks
perpetuating communal
strife and minority
demanisation, which may
serve divisive agendas but
Is cartalnly not in the
national Interest,

Ne right-thinking citizen
could possibly dispute the
wisdom behind The Places
of Warship Act, 1991,

6.6, Menon,

Tripunithisa, Ernakulam, Kerala

Fading cooperation

A significant stockpidle of
chiemical weapons is sald to
have fallen inta the hands
of rebels in Syria, lsrael
continues its conflicts in
Gaza, Lebanon, and other

argas. Meanwhile, the war
between Ukraine and
Russia persists. Perhaps war
s a reflection of our
never-ending desires, which
we mistakenly perceive as
essential for survival,
Mutual cooperation is the
by to aur survival. Yet, we
ignore this fundamental
truth,

Jltesh Morl,

Futch, Gujanat

The great win, in Singapore
0. Gukesh's achievement is
a source of great
inspiration. His hard work,
perseverance and fighting
spirit are what have made
him a champion and
Brought glory to India,

Dr. Arunachalam,

Magercedl, Tamil Nadu

The nail-biting win reminds
me of the phrase, “Success
is whan preparation meats
opportunities”, His hard
work, determination and
perseverance paid off.

R, Srivatsan,

Chennal

‘When Bobby Fischer of the
.5, challenged the Soviet
Unien's Boris Spassky, the
Americans rejolced in it as a
victory of thelr acumen over
Soviet might.

Today, as India finds ways
to tackle China, Gulesh's
wvictory ever Ding Liren
mirrors this — that Indians
are fermidable and a young
India cannot be
underestimated,

P Jaln,
Herw Dehi

The games between Gukesh
and Ding were gripping, It
was Viswanathan Anand
who elevated Indian chess,
It is now the turn of Gukesh
and other youngsters to
continue the good work.
Prabhakaran Vallath,
Vitakara, Kochlkode, Kerala

Gukesh's win was the result
of his perseverance and
miettle in the mind game,
His success will attract
many young minds towards
the game, India has the
foundation now to rule the
workd of chess.

DG, Sankara Fag,
Vitlanagaram, Anclha Pradeshy

At just 18, Gukesh has
demonstrated that
conguering the world is

possible at 2 young age.
Thursday was a historic day
far Indian chiss,
Dattaprasad Shirodkar,
Murnbal

Gukesh is to chess what
Sachin Tendulkar was to
cricket,

. Shankaran,

Tiruschd, Tamil Nadu

Itis & historic moment for
India. With many
youngsters showing great
talent in the game, there is
alot of hope in India,
Abdulla Ameen PM,,
Adirmall, Wuids, Kerala
Letters emalled o
lettersdithehineu,co.in
must carry the full pastal
adelress and the lull nams o
the name with initials,

LR
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World chess champ

Gukesh Dommaraju, take a bow

T" § been Gukesh Dommaraju’s year In Septem-

et he led the Indian teamtoa histaric gold medal

atthe biennial Chess Olympiad. Now; the 18year-

old prodigy from Chennal has fulfilled a childhood

dream by becoming the youngest world champi-
on in chess history: He is the first Indian 1o hold the title
after Vishwanathan Anand. Twists and turns marked the
14 games in Singapore. Gukesh and China's Ding Liven,
the reigning champ, were tied with two wins each before
the final game. Just when a draw seermed imminent, set-
ting the stage for high-speed games to break the tie, Ding
committed a dramatic blunder He was gracious in
defeat, marking the end of the threeweek match that
kept fans riveted acrees the globe. Fermer world cham-
pions Magnus Carlsen and Viadimir Kramnik may have
eriticised the quality of play, but in the larger scheme of
things, it's the game of chess that won.

Gukesh's victory signaks a generational shift in the
chessworld. Yet, the new champion does not harbour any
illusions. He remains outside theworld'stop three by rat-
ing, and i not even the highestrated Indian That spot
#oes to 21-year-old Arjun Erigaisi. In his pest-match
press conference, Gukesh scknowled ged that ‘becoming
thewarld champion doesn't mean that I'mthe best play-
er inthe warld, there's obviously Magnus. The 34-year-
old Norwegian, who is regarded as possibly the greatest
chess player of all time, said Gukesh has shown the
potential to establish himself as the ‘number two player
in the world, who knows, maybe the number one’.

The surging popularity of chess as a spectator sport
could ignite a new wave of enthusiasm. Gukesh's
achievement al India's g fluence in
the chess world What's needed & more government
and private support to nurture a robust ecosystem.

Fix health insurance

Hidden costs, denied claims a bane

HE shocking murder of UnitedHealtheare

CEO Brian Thompson in the US, reportedly

motivated by grievances over denjed claims,

has ignited a global debate about health

insurance systems. While the US struggles
with its own health Hulk India faces a similar-
ly disheartening reality. As per a recent survey, 43 percent
of policyholders in India reported dif ficulties in claim pro-
cessing, ranging from mejections due to “pre-extisting con-
ditions" to opague exdusions hidden infine print. India's
health insurance sector; touted as a safety net, often traps
jpatients in aweb of delays and financial burdens. Claims
are sometimes processed so shiggishly that hospital dis-
changes are delayed, forcing families to bear additional
costs. Ambiguous contracts filled with technical jargon
anly warsen the plight of palicyhalders, many of wham
are left fimandally and emctionally drained.

Adding to the problem, insurance premiums have
seen staggering hikes — over 50 per cont for one in five
palicyholders last year —making coverage maﬂmdaue
for many middle-clss families. This
public trust and risks turmning health insurance into an
unsustainable financial burden rather than a source of
relief. The lessons from the USare clear; distrust between
stakeholders-insurers, healthcare providers and patients
]Eads to systemic falures. Indla must umerily address

vand account-
ability within Mmmmmsm Mcdek Ilmmmgad
care, which i healtk ¥
«can reduce costs and improve patient. aul.ocmex

The Insurance Regulatory De th
of India must enforce slm:lzr transparency norms,
ensure grievance redress mechanisms and penalise
unscrupubous practices. Strengthening public systems
like Ayushman Bharat can complement these meas-
ures b) rm.lcrm dependence on private msums The

e h vith health i ks for
meaning ful reforms. India cannot afford a syslern that
priomtises profit over patient welfare,

OPINION
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India leaming to play it both ways

In Afghanistan and Bangladesh India’s hyper realist foreign policy is the mantra for our times

OREIGN  Secretary

Vikram Misri's meas-

ured remarks on his

visit to Bangladesh

with the Padiamen-

tary Standing Committee on

External Affairs in Delhi this

week is a welcome return to the

realistic middle ground for

which India’s foreign policy has
been well known.

Most  interestingly, Misri

lﬂmmlrﬂm Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri mhummmmmuwrmm“

and kept most other human
rights in abeyance? The fact is
that India is taking a leaf out of
the book the big powers have
read and torn up, chapter by
chapler, whenever they felt ke it

The simple answer is that India
may be finally learning to play it
both ways. Tosupport the ghoul-
ish Thliban regime becuuse i
helps protect India's northern
border once emoved — it is Pak-
istan that has a border, not India,
of course — and because India
hopes that a friendly Taliban
could sometime in the future
come toits aid inallowing Indian
operatives to put pressure on
Pukistan on its northemn frontier.

As the year comes to an end,
the interesting change in the
Modi government's foreign pol-
iy inits third term is that it has

sddmessed the Shetkh Hasing
question with full forthright-
ness. He was speaking to his
MPs, but. nodoubt, the message
wat being read and heard n
Dhaka equally carefully. The
result was a fine talance, an
admit defence of a friend of
whom you havwe mot fully
approved in the past nor in the
present cirumstances, but can-
not fully wash your hands of.

Misri said Hasina was using
“private communication
devices” — sometimes called a
phone or an ipad or a computer,
via any number of service
providers — to make the highly
critical comments that she had
recently done on the Bangladesh
intedm  government and its
chiefachviser Muhammed Yunus
as well as Dhaka's lack of protec-
tion of the minority Hindu com-
munity in Bangladesh, Misri
never once said whether India
approved of what Hasina was
saving. He pointed out that
India’s ties with Dhaka were not
dependent on a "single political
party” but focused on the “people
of Bangladesh.”

So, let’s read between the not-
so-finely-clrown lines. India, Mis-
riwas clearly saying, was ready to
move on from its old tie with
Hasina and try to mestore & meas-
ure of normalcy with Naya

Bangladesh —afterall, it's notas
if Delhi has not dealt with not-so-
friendly govemments in its mst
em neighbourbefore Ask Ronen
Sen, the old ambassador with a
penchant for history, about the
time when Mujibur Rahman,
Hasina's father, was assassinat-
ed that late night or eardy mom-
ing depending on your skep
cyde,back in 1975, and why such
abrutal event, if not an assassi-
nation, was waiting to happen.
Ask the other ageing diplomat
with a mzorsharp mind, Deb
Mukharji, about his interactions
with Hasina and Khaleda Zin
and why the twowomen whoran
the country between them for
decades detested each other with
such fullblown certainty, and
why the August 4 uprising” or

Indias new tie with
Bangladesh is as
interesting asthe one
itis building with the

ary between them.

Indis's new tie with
Bangladesh is as interesting as
the one it is building with the
Afghan Taliban, Only a few
weeks agn, senior Indian diplo-
mat JP Singh travelled again to
Kabul to meet the Taliban
Defence Minister,  Mullah
Yhgoob — whe alse happens to
be Mullah Omar's son. The
meeting set off alarm bells in

Hhan Takihe i reral of the neighbour-
.-‘_dgh.ip Taliban India  several parts of the neighbour
istakingalealoutof some Americans wondered it
. + i Dethi was making nice with the

the book the big it g b

powers have read and

than likely that the Deep States

P in India as well as in the US were
[(|r111||1\\h.¢|1.‘ur fully on boand with the ;
they feltlike it. Temember that the Taliban have

“debacle”, on how you
s it, was inevitable,

Let's move on. Misri was
telling Dhalka, even as he spoke
to the Indian parfiamentarians
in Delhi It's been an ugly
episode, ugly for us, too. Misri
will never say this, nor will any
serving Indian diplomat, but the
fact mmains that when India
supported Hazina in her last vie-
tory this January as well as the

Delhi had tokd Hasina repeated-
Iy, talk to Khaleda Zia and to the
rest of the Bangladesh Notional-
ist Purty, ask them to participate
inthe elections, thisis not a one-
party state. Delhi’s advice to
Mujib's doughter was as much
for herself, for the people of
Bangladesh, whose loyalties
were divided down the middle
between the Awami League and

not touched one brick of the US
embossy in Kabul since the
Americans fled two years ago;
wertainly, all sides are waiting for
another round of the great game,
Certainly, the Russians are oblig-
ing by removing the Islamie
Emirate of Afghanistan from
their Bst of banned entities.

You might wonder about Del-
hi's hypercealism, and what
exactlyis goingon, You might ask

no special friends or enemies.
(The one exception, of course, is
Pakistanl The decision to end
the fracas at the Line of Acual
Control and strike a deal with the
Chinese was taken with the full
force of knowledge that a mili-
tary standoffat high altitude was
being undermined by a bur-
geoning imbalance in bilateral
trade. Perhaps, the Russians

Singh's visit to Moscow this week
is as much a part of this hyper
renlism as is the decision to ot a
deal with the incoming Thurmp
administration, whatever it takes.
The last time amund when
Trump was in power, Some angu-
ments — some as small as high
tariffs around American chick-
en'slegs, medical equipment and
super-expensive Harley David-
son motorcycles — had threat-
ened toovertake the relationship.
This time around, Delhi is not
about to strike the ion with
things sosmalland slly.

The moral of 2024 is also that
power s not enough; it is the
exercise of that power that is
equally i From Yunus'

yourself: is it actually true that

lnst time she won, in January  the BNP as for the safety and  India wants to be friends with a
2019, it had mso-dchcme]y security of its ownnorth-eastern . egime that has banned women
held its diplomatic n states, several of which sharethe  from singing. or girls from study-

Involve th mrl.iﬂ han4,000km-long bound-  ing in schools beyond Class VI

Banglacesh to the Raj Kapoor
dynasts who recently met PM
Maodi, the message is simple.
Only if you stand long enough
‘can you be counted.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14,1924

The Viceroy's speech

IT i perhaps toomisch o expect the Vieeroy, like the King, whose
representative in India he is, to be entirely free from Parti san biae;
his position as sctual head of the Government would not

him tobe, even if his own indination Ly in that direction. But the
et thart he is the Viceroy as well as Governor-General makes it not
usnratural for the pulibe to exguecta cetain standand of G mess and
impartiality in handling public ‘which one does not ordi-
narily expect from a mere keader of party, and 1o be disappointed
“mnﬁm.lsttulhmlm h]lsﬂmcllt!erpmuxludgd

by Viceroy ever ting sy

what Lord Reading made o hemmnamtmdmmm
Oﬂn;llamﬂ:drﬂhvhd.lluusp:ﬁdmﬁbl}n kmd‘.hnt
e woulkd by
wmmmmmse:wmwmmmm
ute he paid to the work of the Servicesand the hope he expressed
For the indefinite continuance of work of the sume kind rendered
in the same spnt and temper, o 1o his defence of the Bengal Ovdi-
nance and the sction taken under it or finally to his reference tothe
Refrms, the remarks made by His Excellency might as well have
‘been made by the President of the Assodation, under whose aus-
pices he delivered this postprandial oration. The distressing
impression that is left on one's mind by a perusal of the speech is
that in the opinion of this august personage, everything in Indiais
forpost the best, ifnot actully perfiect — the Government, the Ser-
ol the ity — with the sing)
of the infernal agitator and the still more infermal revolutionary:

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Foreign policy is like human relations, only people know less about each other. — joetiden

When families were
big &radios hissed

Ranpir Sinom

with my childhood as

teaching the maid's dau ghter, Mch.nk. wlw\\nsﬂ'wnm
Class 11, fiell on me. While reading her EVS book on the struc-
ture of a family, I was amused to read about the difference
between a nuclear and joint fumily. I was bom in 1846, when
five or six chilkiren in a family were common. A joint family, as
illustrated in the textbook, had parents with two children and
their grandparents — smaller than a nudear family of our time,

Because there were m\.-w six children, maintaining disd-
pline was i the re ibility of
the father. Hewaslht-,]ud‘p Jury and prosecutor, all rolled in
one. At times, one didn’t even know the cause of the punish-
lelnﬂmwhmmwwlhm!ﬂﬁeﬁms
and hancds! Cne le 1that the best i such punish-
mnuunsmkeepwlofsgmdllnauumm

During the holidays, it was common forus children to be bun-
dled off for a week or two to some relative’s house. We would
either travel by train or bus. As the hosts, too, would have a
number of children of their own, we kids woukd have a great
time playing all sorts of games, such as seven tiles, hide and
seek and ‘satapu’. The adve would be elimb
trees. There would be frequent fights, with the aggrieved party
worin g bo never speak to the other. But within an hour, reeon-
ciliation would have taken place, the fight forgotten,

‘Those were the days of innocence. The only source of music
was the good old valve radio, The present generation cannot
imagine that the radio would ta ke a minute or two to warm up
before we could hear the hiss and the arackle of its waves, All
India Radio did not broadcast film songs, and one had totune
in to Radio Ceylon to hear them. Wednesdays wens reserved
for ‘Binaca Geet Mala', broadcast with the mesmeriging
voiee of host Amin Sayand.

‘There was no TV and, hence, we would see very few movies
and, those too, which had been vetted by the parents. Wewould
look forward to this mre event with anticipation. From the
opening credits of the film till “The End’ appeared on the
sereen, we would be transported toa different world — of kings
and queens, palaces, a cormupt ‘wazir or scheming ‘smapati|,
the swashbudkling hero, sword fights, galloping horses and
damsels in distress, all in glorious back and white, The songs
and dances wene also a big draw. What thill we would get see-
ing actionon the sareen. Inthe end. the herowould be seen res-
cuing the princess from the dutches of the evil snapati.

Mehak, whois now in the Class Vlooks at meas if T am from
another age and planet. Tam and 1 yearn for the simplicity of
vesteryear There was more tolerance and understand ing
betwesn people then. I am waiting for the hero to rescue us
from the bigotry and hatred that has permeated society today.

( NE of the benefits of the bclodowndurr\:()uvd l!u:ns

LETTERS TO THE

mutoomwrmm:

ril.tmﬂmmlomms from
Provident Fund (PF) through ATMs may seem o
be subseriber-frienclly, but easy withdrawals may
prove counterprocductive The provident fund is

— hev reck of pejudice and hatred
against the minority community. No Muslim
can expeet toget justice if hisher case is heard
by him. The SC has rightly taken note of his
remarks and sought a report on i 1t should
take strict action against him as he has lowered

meant to puwuiv:wm I:rpndml.\n:!mrd the credibility of the entire jucliciary.

neecls orother b GREGORY FERMANDES, MUMEA)

mlumﬂm:pmwmmnﬂdmk

i 50 ofbalimce in PFis proposed to be made, Ma]otlathnwwm

st gy el - Refer to ‘Di ion by an
dstill hevshe hits the 50 pe Per-  Allahal '||RhC|mWMiW|PM-m

hagps, there is a need to relook at this provision.
WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

Reform EPFO pensi 4

ann:umrv’s]aus should align with the

majority’s wishes, coupled with his unwarrant-
ed n:mmem.: on Ilw Uniform Civil Code,
reflect arian bias that con-

Refer to ‘PF a swipe away”; the Labour Min-
stry's move to enable easy withdrawal ol'FF
up to 50%% via online platf isa

travenes the principles of justice and the secu-
lar ethos of our Constitution. Such statements,

able step. Pw\m:us{v workers aften relied on
midellernen or cyber aafes, incwrring high fees
o access their hard-earned savings. This ini-
tative enhances transparency and accessibili-
ty for the workforce, who frequently change
Jobs and need financial support. However, the
povernment should also address the issue of
low pensions. Many private school teachers
receive pensions below Rs 5000, while their
government counterparts receive over 10
tirnes more, highlighting the need for reforms
in the EPFO pension schemes,

VUAY KUMAR KATYAL, PANCHRULA

Social security for gig workers

Apropas of ‘PF a swipe away'; the Labour
Ministry's initiative of enabling EPFO sub-
scribers to withdraw their funds from ATM
from Ilneﬂsumg year is praissworthy. But
these i ives centre on the empl of
the arganised sector. There is big chunk of
csual or con trectual employees in th ntry

bordert mhah-mthmunbnwmd
a judge. Any
ues by those entrusted with interpreting 1.hr
law must be addressed decisively.

BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JULANDHAR

Maintain secular character
With reference to "SC stays surveys, final
orders on suits over religious structures”; the
recent trend of lower courts seeking surveys
of mosques has raised conoerns o= these can
disnupt communal harmony and create
unnevessary tensions. A former SC judge,
Justice RF Nariman, has emphasised the
importance of enforcing the 1901 Places of
‘Worship Adt, which highlights the need to
maintain the secular fabric ofthe country.
CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHAR AR

An opportunity for India
Apropos of "The weakening Chinese econo-
mynm-ds a stimulus’; due o increased state

that are not covered under the EPFO or any
other social security schemes The fact that a
policy for providing benefits like pension and
health services to gig and platform workers is
also being contemplited & laudabile,

KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Judge's remarks biased

Apropos of ‘Dishonourable’; the remarks
made by the Allahabad High Court Judge, Jus-
tice Shekhar Kumar Yhdoy, at a VHP eventare

inits China's produc-
tivity is dedining. This is having a mscading
effect. The depreciation of the Chinese cur-
rency creates volatility in the market, which
has a limited effect on India. India cn capi-
talise on this crisis in China by implementing
policies that strengthen its service-based
exports, especially in the ASEAN region,
where China has narrow stakes, This would
also address Indin's trade deficit and
enhance its eonomic prospects.
VAIBHAV GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Lewiers 1o the Eduor, typedin doubl e space, should rol exteed the 200-wond lmi.
T
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caused by viruses of animal
origin which have originated
from wildlife where milions
of viruses continue o dreu-
Tate. Most of these viruses are

RANSHBHATI  JAI PRAKASH
FRAVER W NARAIN
DRECRR FORMER W) LR

HEh Fi

8 1 by bats from
wildlife into nearby animal
and human habitation thus
kicking an epidemiokogical
cascade from local outhreak to

the deaths and

the socal chaos

witnessed during

the Covid-19
pandemic are gradually fad-
ing from public memory.
This cught not be. That pan-
demic was neither the first
such health emergency nor
will it be the last one that
has the potential to engulf
the entire world.

Any extraordinary event
which constitutes a public
health risk through the imter-
national spread of disease
and requires a coordinated
intemational response,
impliesa situation that is seri-
ous, sudden. unusual or
unexpected.  Since 2007,
WHO has officially dedared
seven such public health
emergencies of intemational
concern. These were the
influenza pandemic (2008),
Ebola (2013-2015, and 2018-
2020), poliomyelitis (2014 to
present), Zika (2016), Covid-
18 pandenmic C2020) and mpox:
(2022 ancl 224).  Given their
frequency and regularity of
odrurrence, it cin be logiaally
surmised that the nesd pan-
demic is knocking at our
doors. The question is when it
will appear with a potential to
repeat or exceed the magni-
tude of previous pandemics.

What causes a pandemic?
Most mndemics during the
current  millennium  are

i and a pos-
sible pandemic. The degrada-
tion of the environment, espe-
dally deforestation, enhances
the prosimity of wikilife to
domestic animals and human
hatitation thus enhancing the
risk of emergence and trans-
mission of novel vinuses,

Recognising  that these
emergencies cannot be pre-
vented but, with appropriate
preparedness, ain result in
Jow-risk events for communi-
ties, WHO coordinated the
development and promulga-
tion of an nstrument-based
framework. The Internation-
al Health Regulation of 2005
is o legally binding treaty
between 193 member coun-
tries, and calls upon coun-
tries to share information on
public health events in a
transparent  manner  and
build ther national core

OPED
Why a pandemic treaty is still hanging fire

ON GUARD: Most

jpared for future epidemic mnd
pandemic threats, induding
threats potentially more dev-
astating than Covid-19, and
no country is fully prepared
for future pandemic or eps
demic threats,

There 5 unguestionable
need for an urgent and com-
prehensive enhancement of

cpadty for the prevention,  India’s capadity in alignment
detection, and to  withi ional health reg-
hisalth emengencies. ulations. Learning from the

What progress has been
made to strengthen national
core capadities? According to
self-assessment in 2022 India
scored 85 per cent against the
gobal average of 66 per cent.
However, the Global Health
Security Index puts Indiaat
No 66 amongst 195 countries
with a score of 42.8 against a
gobal wverage of 284, Accond-
ing to this Global Health
Security Index all countries
remain dangerously unpre-

Cewvidl- 19 pandemic, the nesd
for a comprehe nsive national
public health law has been
acutely fell. A recent NITI
Aayog document on future
pandemics has recommend-
wd the enactment of the Pub-
Be Health Emegency Man-
agement Act to fadlitate the
response toany publichealth
rigsis induding a holistic
approach to health manage-
ment, prevention, control
and response,

s durin g th

National capacity
foran early
detection and
comprehensive
swill responses to
novel diseases are
thekeys to
minimising the
impactoffuture
pandemics.

ol bnyviruses of i en
At the global level, a pan-
demic treaty s hanging fire
and being negotiated for last
two years among 194 WHO
member countries, but con-
sensus remains elusive. The
idea is to increase collabora-
tion before and during pan-
demics after acknewledged
failures during Covid-19.
Given the impottance of
multisectoral approach, the
establishment of One Health
Mission at the highest techni-
cal level in India sugurs well
Implementation of this ambi-
tious Mission has the polen-
il to bring together all sec
‘tors and catalyse convergence
For mavting common national
objectives. India has started
strengthening its infrstruc
ture,  Major challenges
include strengthening  of
micmbiok gl lat s

Progress has been made in
surveillance through a wels
based Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme that
detects an averge of 4050
outbreaks every week, This is
indicative of the national bur-
den of infectious diseases. A
strong and battleready epi-
demiological capacity espe-
dally trained workfome
through the India epidemic
intelligence service and feld
epidemiology  tmining pro-
gramme need o be expanded
fo cater to the urgent need for
conducting effectivecutbreak
nvestigation and taking
action locally, We also need to
builld capacity for national
surveillance and detection of
novel pathogens from ani-
muals and wikdlife

The national surveillance
programme should facilitate

mendable. For new vaccines,
dingnostics and medicinesto
combat future health emer
gencies, a focused National
Mission on therapeutics and
novel drug  development
should be established with a
100-day target to develop,
produce and make these fit
for use in the communities
through networking of phar
maceitical industry,
research institutes and regu-
latory authorities.

No public health pmo-
gramme can succeed unless
institutions are built for the
purpose and the pubbe is
actively collaborating through
a systematicrisk communica
thon and community engage-
ment strategy that inmorpo-
rates lomlly relevant factors.

With 12 bilion mobile
phones, 600 million of which
i it 825 millbon

1 hospital data
o ow seamlessly into a uni-
fied data portal for data
access and sharing across all
relevant sectors for mount-
ing approprinte interven-
tions. An efficient integrated
surveillance at human-ani-
mal-wildlife interface is oriti-
al for early detection of such
unusual events. There is a
need to develop a country
specific forecasting and pre-
diction modelling system by
hamessing expertize avail-
able in health institu-

are
people having access to the
intemet, 425 million people
using WhatsApp, 807 televi-
sion channels of which 350
provide news in addition to
almost 80,000 mewspapers in
various languages, Inclia has
extensive electronic and print
media reach, These resources
can be utilised to convey reli-
alle and doable health mes-
sages 0 llmost the entire pop
ulation of this country.
National capadty for early
5 1 5

tions of excellence.

Vacrines are the most cost-
effective public health inter-
ventions. It was incredible
how Indian scientists, indus-
try and regulators rose to the
occasion and developed and
manufsctured  eflicacious
Covid-19 vaccines in a short
period. Adming g22 k-

which are critical for early
diagnosis and surveillan e,

lion doses to more than 1 bil-
lion people is indeed com-

swifl response lo novel dis-
eases are the keysto minimise
the impoadt of future pan-
demics. These require strong
political will and appropriate
sustained financing lo suc
oessfully  implement  the
International Health Regula-
tions 205 framework Lo obvi-
ate health, economic and
social chacs that are the hall
marks of any pandemic.

How Al skills will drive economic growth in 2025

e |
JUSTINA NIDXON-SAINTIL
VICE PRESIDENT, CHIEF IMPACT
OFFICER, |EM

ITH artifi

cial intelli-

gence

poised  to

res
industries workdwide. a para-
dax is emerging Despite a
growing demand for people
with the knowledge to lever-
age the technology’s pote n:
Lial, Al-related skills remain
in short supply.

‘The scarcity of Al-related
skills — from proficiency in
machine leaming, prompt
engineering and data sd-
ence to an understanding of
Al's ethical implications —
is becoming a major obstacle
in deploying the technology
effectively. In one recent
report, 47 per cent of execu-
tives say their employees
lack the necessary skills,
This will affect companies”
ability to move Al projects
frorm conception 1o imple
mentation. A 2023
from the World Economic
Forum finds that “six in 10

workers will require training
before 2027, but only half of
workers are seen o have
access to adequate taining
oppartunities today™

This gap in skills bodes ill
not anly for individual career
growth, but also for economic
growth more broadly. Capi-
talising on the opportunities
that Al presents will require
upedated approaches to edu-
aition and training. In the
coming year, educational and
vocational institutions will
likely place a much greater
emphasis on teaching Al
ethics skills, offer flexible
lifelong learning and infuse
Al into their offerings to be
miore competitive,

Al ethics skills will become
a ore mncern — and for
gnod reason In the space of
Just @ few years, generative
Al has become available to
anyone with a computer and
an internet connection. For
employvers and their informa-
tion technology (IT) depart-
ments, this raises the prob-
len of “shadow AL" or
unsanctioned use of genera-
tive Al by employees. Iteould
expose companies to a wide
mnge of security, compli-
ance, and reputational rigks.
In sddition, the workforce
will need Al ethics skills to
manage new Al agents tools
that can automate complex
tasks that would otherwise

use (7)

2

12 Especial,

17 Take undue risks (4.4.4)
20 Implemeni for doe ¢

21 Obiged (5y
2 Victim of deception (4)

FUTURE Alpowered solutions have mached a point from being a nice-tohave o a musthave, smoos

require human resources.

Shadow and agentic Al
bath demand new guardrails
to help users protect Al
spplications  based on
responsilile Al practices. To
this end, education providers
will begin to emphasise
training on the fundamen-
tals of Al explainability, fair-
ness, mbustness, trans
pare ney and privacy. Without
abasic understanding of how
Al models generate their out-
put, for example, those
mesponsible for protecting
data or eontrolling
autonomous systems will be
Ulequipped for the task

With Al and other new tech-

ACROSS DOWN
| Ciraphic description (8) 1 Choicest one (4)
5 Principal (4) 2 Leaf-stalks cooked
@ Devoid of humane as food (T)
feelings () 3 Behe boss (4.3.5)
10 Grossly incompetent 4 Assimilate (6)
person (7) 6 Asurvival from past age | 5
11 Full discretionary T Obdurase (8)
power (5.7) B Too mimerous 1o be
13 Viclent thief (6) reckoned (12)
14 In short supply (6) 12 Tooffer for

15 Mewly enlisied

16 Trader (6)

18 Preci pitous (5)

19 Person greatly
admired (4)

Across: | Fulll-scale, § Swomn, 9 Adoring. 10 Garish, 11 Cellar,
3 Cong ress, 18 Hoarse, 20 Deadly
Waive, 23 Fairy tak.

Down: 2 Und ue, 3 Lordly, 4 Concrete, 5 Estate. 6 Codicil. 7 On
the line, 11 Crack down, 13 Pushover, 14 Invalid, 16 Relief, 17
Vacant, 19 Spod.

consideration (#)

By embracing Al
we canenhance
learning and
professional
outcomes, improve
operational efficiency,
and reduce costs.

nologies evolving  rmpidly,
lifelong learnin g will become
the new normal The process
can be divided into develop-
ing skills that meet Immedi-
ate needs, anticipate future
needs and furnish abways-in-
demand expertise.

Many traditional roles

credentials in Alrelated
fiedds like natural language
processing and machine
learning will ikely increase.,

Moreover, the future use of
quantum computing will
continue to drive the need for
new skills And the steady
rise in the number and vari-

ly to see in 2025, Al-powered
sobutions have reached a tip-
ping point from being a nice-
to-have to a must-have, Edu-
cators, whether in schools or
other organisations, will find
new ways Lo apply Al-pow-
ered tools to personalise and
tailor learning experiences,

b ] students’ needs

ety ol ey ks — suchas
“harvest now and de
e’ (HNDL) hacks — under-
soores the importance of up-
to-date cybersscurity skills.
That is why our own
organisation is working with
community colleges across
four US states to offer a new
cybersecurity  certificate
that will prepare students
for in-demand roles across
the workforce. Similarly,
our eollaborations with Sin-
gapore Polytechnic and his-
torically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs) in the
US provide free training in
Al to young learners. And
while this process may
begin in the classroom, we
can also expect to see more

within an or 1 will
soon change. For example,
some employees who cur-
rently work independently
(who don't manage other
people) may join new types
of teams in which humans
manage Al agents. And to
prepare them for this fundas-
mental change, demand for
online courses and digital

P for
upskilling as the relevant
technologies evolve. For
anyone who wants to stay
competitive in the job mar-
ket, lifelong learning has
become indispensable.
Finally, Al and automat ion
technologies can make exist-
ing education platforms far
mwore effective, aswe are like-

and match them with mele
vant courses, or enhance
coaching and feedback.

The same technologies
can also enhance customer
senviceaspectsofeducation.
For example, at IBM, we
have already seen the bene-
fits of using Al to analyse
feedback from more than
G000 learners in 47 lane
guages, which led us to sim-
plify online re gistration and
other parts of the process,

In the comingyears, echic
tion systems and platforms
will also benefit from multi
maodal Al models that can
process audio, video, charts
and images to provide an
even more effective, individ-
ualised leaming experience.

By embradng Al, we an
enhance learning and profes-
sional outcomes, improve
operational effidency, and
reduce costs scross the econ-
omy. But all of that will
require  developing  the
skilled workdforee we need.

Copyright: Project
Syndicate, 2024
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Is ‘One Election’ reform a
bridge too far for India?

Tlm leading question on the introduction of the nuch-viunted sectoral

PHEW] T ONLY
NEED To WOO YOU ONCE
veform titked O Nation, One Elsetlon” {8 whther the lugest and most EA@
diverse electorate in the workd needs It or not. The concept of conducting IN' FIME Y

slmultaneous electbons for both Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies
neross Indin mny save costs, improve elfickeney and boost vober tumaout,

The implementation. however, faces signifieant constitutiona wnd Jogistical
challonges, The questkon agnin arises whether 1h|1v Ahould be tekled ot o thime
whin the Inclinn pedity ks fractured plong partisan lines, The pros wed cons have
bean dubated ot length even befove the Cabinet of Narendm Modl's NDA-BIP gov-
ernment approved the bills fo be Introducsd in the Winter Sesalon of Hulumwm.

Noa dy v decides have gone by since the practice was disrupted for rensens
bk defections and dissolutban of governments at a time of much pelitical chum-
i The blggest drawback of not holding simultaneous polls is that these are -
it thections kn one part of the country or the athr which 1s seen to be adverse-
by affecting the econamy, development and the power of governmants to tnke pali-
ey declsions to the very end of thelr terms,

e, i gevernment 8 o to hold thie widest consuliations of mest stakihald-
ors, begglnnbng with seding the [];rulnntrl I:IJI; IhInlnluhn par’ IIummlm mm:mll:.;

a the ldea neress to the Speakiers o
Does the idea by !

SR i &

Anseimblles of states and Union Territories. The
vitiate the federal stumbling block would, however, be a partisan divi-
hom af’ opdndons i the rulkng allianee and the midn
oppoaing alllance, including the many powerful
regbanal parties which are partners,
bilggnat abijection comies from the pron ke that
o single poll schedule to the Parlinment and state
Ansemblivs mighit be advantagecus to the present dis-
pensation ns history polnts to l]nu:ll-“ﬂ ing uniform-
v I unitary polls, OF courss, thit might not apply to
a diverse natlon Lke Indls with its peopraphical, cul-
tural, ngulstic nnd politieal stredch
Does e iden vitiate the fedeval structuee of

structure of India,
as many leaders
of the Opposition
parties fear? That
question has
elicited different
answaors, too, with
many guestion the
motive behind it.

an many Jeadees of the Oppoaition parties St 7! I\ul
question hns elbebted different answees too, They are llamhnhly less botheevd by the
mlli Iml i efalil IIhInI.]!I\uulIIllle Ay harve e s thievsigh U e Articles
of i ilectaral reform which
mluhl Tt aven sV mu: I oy Llilhllll‘ﬂl\l{ Ihu |I!|||Il|1l!||lll|\l|!l|\ conts s bojgls-
thes of EVMs and VVPAT machines for such n musaive sxerelse,

Currently, only four states bokd Parlinment and Assembly slections together,
wihibe ust goes toshow the enormity of bringng all 28 states wnd eaght UTs I con:
foemity with the wnktary poll schedule. Politicnl parties will spve money in fighting
ehections, but i s doubdful if that is the motbvathon for the intended meform. The
fenr al pejelomnd insues bokng subsuimed b national [ssues cannot be dened wd o
chans of voters who are used to bargaining for freebkes at sach election would feel
dribind {0 this blending of s in o siagle poll schedula,

Bt i ot as 1 this ks belng done na 1erli'(h||| Ty even I it 18 suspectsd that the
mmathvie mny be politheal domination rther than tending to o compulsory reform, If
thie 2028 genernd eleetions are to be the fest of o new cyele of Mve-year polls, the
principle must be applied now. 1f before attempting the reform all svablable data
e stucdlod nndd foedback taleen from all stakeholders, Ineluding the genaral voters,
it wonkd ot Teast be giving the country a faie chance to assess whether this poll
veform |8 needed ot all,

Gukesh: Worthy teenage idol

Thu pokse and confidence exuded by 1-yen-old [ Gukesh at the post

match pross conference fallow ing his historie ria as the youngest-

ever: World Chess Champlon has hevalded the vise of a worthy heir o
Viswanuthan Anand's kegecy, Gukesh's coronation, outsmurting the relgn-
Ing champbon Ding Liven, has rowritton the record books, The Channal boy
has purpassed greats such as Garry Kasparoy and Magnus Carlsen and ero
ated a chess fremzy in India, with the lve-streaming of his win drawing an
unprecedented four milllon viewers,

Ciulkesh's stellar show in Singapore capped o remarkable yoar for Indlan
chiss, Both the mon's snd women's teams clinched gold medals at the Choss
Olymplad, while Gukesh, R, Praggnanandhas snd Arjun Erigals] have
[ | s the torchbanrers of this golden generation. Cantral to the young
rlgmeli's developmant hos boen the influsses of Anand, whose mentorship
wxtended bevond technleal puidance to securing flnaneknl support and
advaneed tnn!nllu. through hlfs aendemy. Equally significant hoas beon the
g ukish's !Nlnmls Hoth medical professionals, they made personal
sacrifices, priovitising their son's passion over thele own caroer ambitions,

The First gme of the chnmplonship ma
of vulnerability, but Gukesh rebounde
maturity, His subsecquent pecformances were characterised by procision
and clarity, leaving his opponent grappling with perpetual time trouble, As
somecne who avolded over-rellance on engines and l'ilm!‘ﬂltl'ﬁl durkng his
formative years, Gukesh's classical approach has served him woll. Even in
difficule situations, Gukesh chose to grind 1t out rather than settle for an
oy denw. His suceess wis bolstered by o strong support team, including
renowned mental conditloning conch Paddy Upton — part of Indis's 2001
crickat World Cup-winning squad — anc six Grandmasters, notably Anand
and I, Harflris! working diligently behind the scones,

Whilar somie eritics Ilu\m diaimbased Ding Liven's declsive move s o "child:
Ish ane-move blunder,” such remarks should not overshadow the broador
narvative, The baton has been A mly passed with Gukesh standing as the
mew leing of the chess world

¢ hve exposed o feoting moment
with I':1n|r|wnlvll rusllionee and
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| Shobhaa's Take

o Hol HalJust o

fartnight to go

before an ex

hastod, world-

wary  Santa

comes tumbling down the
chimnay eovered in soot. In
Indin, he will b nH:nmI
thant hange offort since Delhd
Is o gigantbe chimney in
any cast, He can alrdrop
uw thing and take his
Al o other clties, 119
bty i rough, tough year
o oo Sarta, a8 for st
of us... with the exeoption
of Danuld Trump, Here in
pna desh, we are five:

lghting on several l'rmin

d
during community Xmas
carol  Ringing  sprees,
though  God — defin ltely
lenows our curvent joybess
could do with much
*khashi* o for biss
Highunm™ I 8.
"Polarisation” wis di-
chared the "Word of the
Your® by Mareinm-Wib-
st thit premiee US dictbo-
nary (“something every:
one mrees on”,.. Krr, oo
veally, doar Wobster!) A bit
ton predictabie, When hlut
the world not been pol
arised through Bilstory? |(
thet referenon s pxclusively
o Trwmp and Haerls and
e yarwswwwmn 204 Am-
eriean electlons... Helle
Marrinm-Waebstor.
wiee's lifie on earth IF‘MIKI
Amerieal And over elght
bibllion people out there
who don't obsess  over
what Amirbeans fsol, think

or do.

Excopt when It comes toa
musala erime, Hke Lol
Mangrdond's  cold-Blooded
leilTing of United
Healtheare  CEOQ - Brian
Thempson, There s o
vagpe desl connection to
this nasty story, One of
Manglani's favourite
quates wins: “IU's no mea-
sre of health to be well-
acusted o o profoundly
slck soclety." Those are the
wards of philosophoer, eult

i e Krlshnamurt,
ronbeally, these words

st upp not yust the state of
il ol the 26-year-old
Yake graduate with chis-
alled movle-star Looks, I|I.Il
of Amarkean mrltll]y
large. Chancos are Luigl
will b converted bnto o
folk hero and louded for
what be did: kill a profes-
shennd “subt" hired to lead o
company that let down mil-
L of trusting folks over
yonrs.  Waell, Insurance
compunies the world over
function  ns  erookedly,
Very few ornaery folks ever
ot the promised payouts.
it e dickdled. And vet,
how foelish and guillbie
are those of us whi contin:
e o py hedty annual pee-
s o make scamster
Insurance  agents  aven

vl ?

Mivoke Americs Gujart
Again” 1n thr batest "ok
dalng the rounds. 1t could
also be interchanged with
“Muke America Khallstani
Apain”, golng by Trump's
latest appeintmnt. Chan-
digarh-bomm Hurmoet Kaur
Dhillen, o Coldrnds liw-

yor, will head the justice
dopartment's civil rlghts
division. By nominating
the eontroversial Dhillan
{she foed raclal attacks
after reciting the ardas ot o
Republican Party  rally),
purported to be a Kha-

Istani sympathiser,
Trump hus upset severnl
Indian supparters who ot
o Dhillan hied onoo des-
cribed India ms o “Boviet
elivat stite”, Thit's nat thi
Frhondlbost mimet o
ks abeait & country you
Lt e ngger twes o wheee
yaur Iather qualified as o
dactor, Ma Dhillon,

The “Make  America
Gujnrntl Again” refers to
Trump's appointmant of
Kush ("Call me Cash”}
Putel ns divoctor of the FB,
which in popular Inugina-
thon runs the real show in
vt Land of the Free W
i whaely, shaclowy spacks
wha call the shots. Well,
our Kash has his job cut
ot for b, Thee st line of
o rumning Joke about his
FRI appolntiment  eads;

Teppling Assad

and dancing

on his beheaded

statues brought

much-ne

cheer to oppressed

Syrians who'd been

forced to endure
llld'l tlrnnny for

mn

UAIL dntermational visitors
to the USA, whose last
name ds Patel, will be
asempt from vise vetting."
Some of the other wise-
wracks wre pretty funny, as
winll, Tk the ore that says
Kush will diveet all FRI
Tdd ety b0 sty only ot
Motel 6 — Kash's uncle
awenn 1500 of thimm,
1t's o] to see humour in
ltuationg that are paten:
tally dodgy or dangerous,
Ly W mein ﬂ.lmr."
dorais i goldenns dadf Does
anybody care that the
bloody (pun intendic!) war
In the Ukraine mges on
aned o, And now we lave
the disastrous Syrian situa-
tlan to canfront, with a fow
of o follow cittmons bokng
Hishied ouit of Damuscas and
valocated 1o Lobanon,
bafore  Beading b,
Tapphing Assad and dane-
I o s biheaded stities
brought —— much-necded
chier to oppressed Syrians
who'd been  forced  to
amdure Ansad's tyranm Hur
M fear-le years,
that Assad Is I I'ﬂllnn
rwn. nabedy con touch
k. What alwiys baats me
s how, historlcally spoeak
g, tyrunts ensily escape
J;Inl in_the nick of time,
always have o st
track oxlt from thi countr
they have ruled uncha
lenjpesd with unspenkalble
beudality, What sart of a
“pitting” 18 involved for
dictwtars 1o fee garam s
el woek naylum offered by
aother dictators?  Whare
ware the  heavily-armed
rebils whin they were
niedied the most? How s
that the alrports were not
soalodd by them to ensure
the Bad Guy could not
ascape® What about intelli-
e fiulure ot swch o crit-
cal thme? Or ks that naive
thbnlclng? Perhags 14 been
4| ulll! o quo wll along,
the  rebal leaders
"ullul.\\\:l" the monater o

aut thiy

Santa Uncleji, bring us
some good cheer soon!

leave the country un-
scathid In retumn for track-
loards of roubles and much
mare. Keeplng the Middle
East on o permnnent bokl
T by 1 faodin|ons siipei-
powar tactie for decacles,
e Syrin todoy... Whaose
turn will i b tomcrrow?
In our own backyard at
hir et wie e getting
ltters ot the prospect of
Nl londing thie INDIA
bloc. Are we tht desper
atw? RID supremo Lalu
Prosad Yoday endorsing
Mamatn Bannerjes, right
after Sharad Pawar hacked
bsire, |8 giving citlzens sloep-
loss nights, Even though
the alternative appears fur
warse! Rahul Gandhl has
adviaed his motley team o
mare  the  memo  and
dlimeriled bt ns “posturing”

1r¥ull.lnu.

Jndderstandable, 1t's that
time of the year when
Rahul Babn tnkes uIT lur
much-neded

Gintand? 5t Moritz? i'.u\.m
where Rahul can be the
Issentind Rahul — the old
Halul, We miss the Gueel
lowfers, Bra,

v s
which lat In oy cose, Hut
Hats provide levity in our
rkm workd,

Buing  “vory  demurs,
virry mindful” was all the
rage for o while, with our
st ealebs posting copyeat
ronls insphred by interna.
Horad blggies, Top rend-
Ing on "What does it
mean?™ wus o unlque,
unprancumeeabibs nume o
o miwharn boy — Ay, |
am  sure  Vient  and
Anushka  Kehli's  son's
nume has o deep and pro-
found meaning. But we are
clualoss,  Then  agnin,
Hanvesr  Singh  aned
Dicplha Padulions's piik
bundle of foy las fiwl\
mmid "Dua®, And o, nit
an o tribuee o th sl
Dun Lipa, whase lncklustre
comorrt in Mumbal was
underwhelming, sccording
o fbns, 1‘hnn|ur ld's rume
means a blessing That
by IJuuwl‘in!nly I8 ... to
hor gorgeos parents ..
anel Bollywood!

Marry Ximas, rondors!
Thus  ends  aypearin-
sanrch22d. Not with a
e, bast m hoshtog!

Instagrant Bandio
duShiablan De; Twittor b
il el ehabvis

g’lldh‘ and call n fresh

LETTERS

COSTLY FREEBIES

going under a variety
. This in addition to

the n.|||u| but no pe
en thinking about it. Taki
cue from the ex-CM of Maha
rashtra who upped the

scheme to 1200 a mo

nc
promised an equal
woo the electorate,
election the

amonl
1d it wil

to Inc

pe X payer w
to foot it. Sin r parties
and Independents are in no
position to make h pro

m the small chance they
had of winning will evaporate,

Anthony Henriques
Mumbali

NURTURE TALENT

THIE DECISION mukers of our country
miast puy hood to what D, Gukesh said
in his postmatch press conforence.
Grialeialy could Hot even corpets in var-
lows chass. competitions n Indin and
abroid do hofe his chess slellls b lis
rmutive poricd i hin parents not
mude lifestyle saceifiees. Gukesh's
Enther i ENT surgeon e his moth-
or {8 a0 microbloboglat, Thelr family
Incomme (s wiell above nvernge, Bul evern
then they hucl to depedd on friends, The
policy makers must acknowledge that
younyg tadents both in academbes and
sporting felds need govemment sup-
port in thedr formative years,

Sufit De

Kolkata

PRIYANKA HEARD

A PLEASANT vhewing of the
Lok Sabha procecdings as fest-tme
MP Priyanicn Viden nisde hor muld-
an speech. In giving o patlent ear o
an Chpposd thon bemder today for 30 odd
minutes, the Treasury benches have
restored graviey o them. Love-hute
rokationships deflne our sockal inter-
actlons as well as politics,
quallty of respect lods o thelr
ductiveness, Adtor ull e H|‘1Il|1!n L]
US author  Mar Hornbacher,
“Hatred 18 much r.nm-r tor T thany
Indifferenece.” Instead of belng indit-
forent to what the adversary has to
say, lot us give thim ntﬁmu'.

, Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

val wlection. Sir Kede

“A GoaHfrd 'I\:rdy " wend {n botters. domanding a chang of
mnxrmmnlr mua for sy eadership to the chair of the party's “1922
s principad eon imamities, which o ulmnmm{"hlh.
vkl por ﬂnn avote of oo
Gullible idiots who woukd pay T o be held, This i a secrot ballot of all Tory
To Hsten o sermons MPs and lrllmullnlnmmﬂnnwmrmlm
Which are rally a Do Bar thie M 1o go, b ar she las to
And not too canplex nd all nmu e, by legitimate dnmmllc
Pushbing ‘Sroedon amd sex o pans, beading to the mlmnllm of
Pandering to the White insecure, - o m:l I.Lr. the UnTrussworthy bl Subihus
~ From The Panderings of Bhagwan Shres .!n.d now, gentle reader, in the unwritten consti-
§ o ) Bachchoo  tutlon of the Unbted K , this sceptrod sk,
HOW etitions’, a tharo axlaty a fortim for the vodes of the citiaons ko
¥ wit abi thi s of democracy, which, ke be I thit era of thie enaall, slgnaturs pet-
thie trned, wgly ned venomous, wears m o tons with support for ane eause or canbention or
& e Emlouu]mnl Iy bk boncl..., B it th cithsar, elveulate :hrnwh tha athor, Jtml (LTS
emocrat]_c 1 ea’ IMOCHEe thnl Vit ettamorite L of tobs Mrr\mkl ny i
corrupt and disastrous prime minksen 1|p| of  Theso asl wunm tor a m: thon suppmha
nsan, Lz Truss (8he lnsted d days in the  some cause which NS A CONCeT

may be going over
the top in Britain

%’&m thiough a general loction Hedgio

The dismissal of Hedgle wis unlvmalhr wall-
raparted as it was the verdict of o UK general el
llm. with an almost urmmedmed. historical

t for the Purty. The ather two dis-
mlml of Bodo 'mm were the vesult of the
Internsal warkings of the Tory Party - letters from
und MPs, socrot ballots and "ot tn Brat®

mornents,
Tha party’s rubes spocky thit 1 15 per cont of the

wlth ar wuamt smmqﬁ ﬁm‘aﬁl
ture may start with s i, m
sy woreehing 1ike vurg. C-Ernl o of
cancer ot the ulmsmmu;n l:e';.ocmul XYZ
m Wl i s s
W DTM " petitioner \hm“ wants
(¥ mnl o plu lome law which he ar she
elimves may stop such intally wrong trage ding
noses to restilt in what ther fanly Bad to suffer,
Vory 5 heart-rending stuff on occaslon,
Tt wl]l any possible parlinmeniary action sort

prohlom?
K, | kgriec i petition saying don't radse the fees
for stucleats mt wnbversd

Oince you sfgn, the next emall asks you 1o can-

tribute a small sum nrmmmr o help spread the
wl:mmmm e will be asl Dnlllm The
HAETH BV Ry wlllhrmuxnmmor ('S

m:um £10 will bring X number.
Tha patitions are then mhmlmd Dn Mhmnl.
Y”,m bY th bl st deoratod by e Yt
c
)mﬁ'n parliamentary debate about the

m: .

Thratigh lllln le. i this st weiks, a
tion i frsh ganiral oloetlon
Tl aw thie orltrl In wisrs hioadwnkeod
lnw wuml fiar S Kol Starmar's Labour Party,

rnvred two million or 8o votes.

nn that this petition was initiated,
bad-doser Torles and thelf
o In tho rllht wing pross and even. pos-
Tum, can st the anoaymity of
all 10 m: mml thedr

nrmer soems to have just cne use for the pee-
thon, and it now rests in carefulky m it i the
sewers under the House of Comimar

The Torles, of course,
Starmor's Imnﬂmi of m : u
tlon as his contempt for
folks, this |s the same 'I\'w
rejected uulriuhl n petition from six mll]lm peo

e, who signed it after the very nurow Brodt
gslk). whl:h ul.hd brnmmdnfmnd
whic Tave reversad the ﬂocnl.on
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