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Need for a revamp

Indlia’s aviation industry must review
ment

T he preliminary report Howing from the

CIewW FeSOUTee man:

investigation into the crash of an Alr India

Boeing 7478 at Ahmedabad, on June 12,
2025, has a focal polnt now, Released in the early
hours of July 12, 0 manth after the accident, the
Alreraft Accldent Investigation Bureau's 15 page
document has  highlighted the fuel eontrol
switches of "Engine | and Engine 2* having "tran-
sitiomed from the 'Run' to the 'Cutoll” position,
one after another, with a tdme gap of one se-
cond", That this happened just afver flight ANTI
had begun to lift off from the 3,505 metre-long
rumway, leading to the engines beginning o de-
crease from their take-off values as fuel starva-
tiom hit, has accentuated another detall, How did
two separate switches that are guarded by brack-
ets, feature o metal stop locking mechandsm and
have separate systems for redundancy move to
“cutedl™? And why? The element of bafilement by
one crew member, and denial by the other pilot,
over the cutofl, has compounded the lssue, more

50 in the absenee of the full and raw ranscript of

the cockpit volce recording. However, in the
midlst of the crisis, what must be acknowledged
wits i dlisplay of alrmanship, with a partially suc-
cessful relighting of the GEnx-IB7O/7T5/P2 en-
gines, which ended with the call of May Dy,
While the key details in the report have evoked

appeals by a pllot body for a revamped probe, es-
pecially 1o ‘stop the bias wwands pilot error’, the
Investigation team must now stay the course o
ensure that there §s a sound, comprehensive and
transparent investigation, There has also been fo-
cus on an FAA Special Alrworthiness Information
Bulletin of 2008 that concerns the potential for
disengagement of the fuel control switch locki
feature, and applicable to the Boelng 787 ajrera
family, In a reaction to the preliminary report
and its indings, there has been some expert com-
mentary on the wpic of crew well-being, but ina
counter to this, the Indian Commercial Pilots’ As-
sociation has sald that "pilots undergo extensive
paychological and Errd'usslurull screening... and
operate under the highest standards of safety”,
However, the subject of Crew Resource Manage-
ment and Line Oriented Flight Training may need
o be revamped, more so with this being an un-
usual incident of dual engine fallure, Finally, des-

ite the preliminary report’s pitch of there “not

cing recommended actions that concern the air-
eraft type and the engine manufacturer”, India's
expanding elvil aireralt fleet requires greater vigh-
lance In terms of maintenance and operations,
Alrport funmel zones and obstacle limitations
must be reviewed too as it is a given that air crew
and passengers have safer flights,

Smoke and sulphur
There cannot be different
environmental standards within India
T he axe has dropped. The Environment

Ministry has exempied the majority ¢ illn
dia's coalfired plants from 1

Secularism — implicit from day one, explicit in 1976

ol s dead. God remaing dead.
And wee have killed him, Yet his
shadow still looms,,.", said
Friedrich Nietzsche, As many as
{6 Constitutions make some reference to God in
their Preamble, True, Nehru led from the front in
Inelin's nddoption of secularism, He explicitly said
in his mutobiography of how what he called
“organized religion” illed him "with horror..,
almost always it seemed to stand for a blind bellef
and reaction, dogma and bigotry, superstition
and exploltation”, Nehru's strong views on
religion did play a significant role in India's choice
of secular polity. Unlike today’s politicians, he did
not need religion w sueceed in politics.

Though the Supreme Court has sald more than
omce that the term secular in India does not
connote either strict separation between religion
and state like in France or the non-establishment
of relighon like in the United States, the debate on
the artificial InmeIler ol secularism during the
Emergency and the urgent need for its deletion
continues though Indian secularism is rooted in
Emperar Ashoka's Dhamma and is consistent
with noble ideals of India's freedom struggle.
Article S1A(B) makes it a fundamental duty of
every citlzen "to cherish and uphald noble ideals
which insplred our naticmal struggle for
freedom”, Secularism was ane such ideal.

(14

Secularism spells autonomy
The achvocates of Hindutva think that minorites
have got some special privileges through
secularism and that the time has come 1o bring
an end to neutrality of the state in religious
matters, Unfortunately, suppaorters of a theocratic
state do not understand thit secularism ks
asbeally good for religlons as it protects religions
from state domination and interference. Religions
rermaln independent and autonomaous under
secularism. I a religion becomes state religion,
the state takes over the control of such religion,
Our secularism ensures atonomy of the
Hindu religion and the proponents of Hindutva
st understand this, Has not slm been
destroyed through various so-called Islamic
states? Mahmud Ghazni and Mutmish defied the
caliph and assumed the titke of king . Zawabit or
state-made liws prevalled over Shariah during
medieval India. Did net Henry VI defy Papal
authority just o marry Anne Boleyn and creae
the Anglican Church with the King as its head. In
the consecration of the Ram temple in Janaar
2024, the state's decision prevalled over the
view of the s, The
state, not religion, decided what is .nunpl:.h:us
15 the sabvation of souls really the mandate of a
modern state? British Political theorist John
Locke in his famous ‘A Letter Coneerning
Teleration' (1689) forcefully sald no because the
state was brought into existence only for
procuring, preserving, and advancing' citizens'
civil interests. Care of souls, be argued, was not
given to the state because the state consists of
omly outward force while religion consists of the
Inward persuasion of mind, Roger Williams, the
founder of Rhode Island | fvoured separation of
the church from the state o progect the garden of
the church from the ‘wilderness of secular
order”,
Secularism could triumph in the 15th century
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because reason triumphed over religions. While
secularism is nothing but an klea of modernity, a
non-secular theocratic state s the relic of the
past, Even if we are fed up with modernity, the
moot question is this: should we become a Saudi
Arabia, an Iran or a Pakistan? An overwhelming
majority of Hindus do not want to emulate these
regressive countries,

The importance of the Ashokan edicts
Should we reject secularism because this term
was not used in the original Constimution? To say
that India’s Constitution became secular in 1976 is
i blatant lie, Like several other things borrowed
from Ashoka the Great who ruled from 268232
BC, the seeds of Indian secularism too can be
traced back o Ashokan edicts. Rajeev Bhargava
has written extensively on the significance of
these edicts, Rejecting the kdea of one particular
religon as a state relighon, Rock Edict 7 said that
all religions should reside everywhere, for all of
them desire self control and purity of heart, One
of the biggest problems of today s India s hate
speech, Rock Edict 12 prohibited glorification of
one's religion and condemnation of others'
religions, Ashoka's dhamma was not religion but
the principles of governance, Le., constitutional
morality and ethics that a king must follow, He
Favouared the acceptance and co-existence of
different religlons and went beyond mere
toleration.

The Motilal Nehru Committee’s constitution
(1928) whidch was the first attempt to draft the
Constitution clearty stated in Clase 4(10) that
“there shall be no state religion for the
Commonwealth of India or for any province in
the Commonwealth, nor shall the state either
directly or indirectly endow any religion or give
any preference or impose any disability on
aecount of religlous beliel or religious status”,

Thee Karachi Resolutbon of the Congress in 1931
which presented the bluepring of a future Swaraj
In Resolution no 209), specifically declared that
the "state shall maintaln neutrality in regard to all
religions", Even the Hindu Mahasabha's draft
constitutbon of 1944 with VI, Savarkar's blessings
too declared in explicit terms in Article 7015) that
‘there shall be no state religion ar either centre or
provinees.'. Why do we refuse 1o follow even
Suvarkar?

On October 17, 1949 when the Preamble of the
Constitution was under discussion in the
Constituent Assembly, HY, Kamath proposed that
the Preamble should begin with the words 'in the
name of Godd'. We should thank god that in an
overwhelmingly religious country, god lost by 17
wotes ina tally of 68 to 41, Similarly, the word
‘secular’ was not specifically Included; yet,
members, in one volce, spoke of it being a fait

pli of a liberal and
consistent with the ideals of our freedom
struggle. No member of the Constituent Assembly
ever proposed a Hindu Rashira including Syama
Prasis Mookerjee,

Three years prior o the insertion of thv wml
secular, the Court had held

have rightly been held as part of the basic
siructure,

O the jurisdiction model

16 we are really fed up with the separation model
of secularism, we should consider the jurisdiction
model. We have several optiens from modern
democracies, Certainly, we may declare in the
Constitution that Hinduism {(not Hindutva) is the
dominant spiritual heritage of India - just like in
England where the lican Church is the official
Church of England and the king is the defender of
Eaith but recognises equal rights w all citizens
ensuring freedom of religion and prohibiting all
chiseriminations on the busis of religion, The Irish
Constitution is another model, 1ts Preamble
beging with the name of the Most Haly Trinity,
but the state cannot endow any religion or
chiseriminate on religious grounds, Article 3 of the
Cireek Constitution declares the Greek Orthodoy
Church as the dominant religion. The opening
wrds of the Preamble are - 'In the name of Holy,
Consubstantial and Uncivided Trinity', But
Article 4 talks of the right w equality. Article 5(2)
Buarantees the right wo life, Bberty and honour
without any discrimination based on religion and
pives freedom of religion w all faiths, Muslims of
Western Thrace in fact have the right to elect
their own Muftl (religious and judicial officer) and
thelr disputes are resolved in accordance with
Islamide law. They have an option of either using
civil courts or sharia courts,

Article 2 of Pakistan's Constitution declares.
Islam as the state religion. Only a Muslim can
oecupy high constivutional office, But even the
Preamble itsell explicitly lays down that the
“adequate provision shall be made for the
minorities freely o profess, practice freedom of
religion and develop thelr euliure’. Moreover
Article 36 again says that the state shall safeguard
the begitimate rights and the Interests of

@ their due fon in
the federal and pnwlm fal services, Acet wdingly,
the Constitution makes a provision of reservation
for them,

Though Article 9 of the Sri Lankan
Constitution falls short of as
state religion, it does give " ‘Buddhism' the

“forernost place’ and places an obligation on the
atate w protect and foster Buddha Sasna. OF
course, it not only guarantees freedom of religion
bt (unlike Incia) in Article 10, explicitly gives
“freediom 1o have or adopt a religion or belief of
his cholce’, Minorities are governed by their
personal liws and sharia courts function within
the premises of regular courts and High Courts,

Ouer secularism based on Ashoka's Dhamma
wans designed to allow people to lve together in
clvility and promote equal respect for all
religions. The state must remain religion neutral,
India's opposition to Pakistan was based on the
separation of relighon and state, The framers of
the Constitution too intended a secular state, and
nota state, Even the Janata
I’uri:- has htcn lnalullng:m |lsupp<l!|l|(l'l to the
and used o

to be the basic structure in the Kesavananda
Bharati case (1973), Silences of the Constitution
are equally important, For instance, the words
Federal, judicial review, rule of lw o have not
been used in the Constitution. But these bdeas

pmmlu- plmhlw slot'ulu rism, 1 what was implicit
From day one was merely made explicit in 1976,
*Humgama Hai Ku barpa (what is the fuss about')?
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installing Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems, which are designed o cut sulphur dioxide
(506} emissions, In effect, this undermines its
own mandate from 2005 that required all such
plants ~ there are abowt 180 of them now, com-
prising GO0 wnits - to install these systems. While
these were expected to be in place by 2017, only
abowt 8% of the units have actually installed FGDY
= nearly all by the public-sector National Ther-
il Power Corporation (NTPCY S04 is among the
pases mondtored by the Central Pollution Control
Hoard (CPCH) as exposure beyond a degree can
be harmiul. Less app is Its prog (0]

Assessing India’s carbon credit trading scheme targets

T he Indian mawmnunl r\:wnlb

s i
lnwnnllyulpw wduction larum for entities
(such as o steel plant) opersting within eight of

the nine heavy industrial sectors covered in
Indin's Carbon Credit Trading Scheme’s (CCTS)

form sulphates in the alr and contributing to par-
tieulate matter pollution. In general, India's aver-
age ground-level S0; measurements have been
below the permissible levels - one smong several
reasons that there has not been a sense of urgen-
¢y In implementing FGD norms, The officlal rea-
sons are the limited number of vendors in India,
high installation costs, the potential rise in elec
trieity bills, and disruptions due to the COVIDIS
pandemic. While the latest deadlines flew by in
20124, the Environment's Ministry's decision - it
foallonws lons with scientific

and new commissioned studies - is a sharp dis-
avowal of the current policy. An expert appraisal
committee says that Indian coal is low in sulphur;

mechandsm, The eight sectors are
aluminium, cement, paper and pulp, chlor-alkali,
From and steel, wextile, petrochemicals and petro
refineries. So, s there a way to understand
whether these are ambitlous targets or not?

The first question one needs to ask is this;
should we measure ambition at the entity level,
or at the sector bevel or the level of the economy?
Our analysis shows that the ambitlon of India’s
carbon market targets should be assessed at the
aggregate economy-wide level, and not at the
level of individual entities or sectors.

An economy-wide lens s more important
We can look at the Perform, Achieve and Trade
(PAT) scheme, which is India’s flagship energy

S0 levels in cities near plants with of bonal
FGD units do not differ significantly from those
without these units, and all of these were anyway
well below permissible levels, The commitiee
had sald that concerns about sulphates are un-
founded, It also argued, echoed by the Minister
for Power, that sulphates had a beneficlal side- ck
fect in supy M lmln erih

gas emissh Thus, ha wmllr.l
actually worsen warming and u:mpw wmise In-
dia's climate goals, While IPCC assessments do
account for the heat-suppressing action of sul-
phates, Is it proj 1 as an unalloyed
pood,

A minority of plants, about a Bith - those with-
i 10 om rachins of the NCR; in cities with a pop-
ulation of over a million, or known to be in pollu-
tion hotspots — must install FGDs by 2028, This
seems to suggest that what determines their in-
stallation Is the locaton of a coal plant and not
whether FGDs are effective or 50 is harmiul,
This is & rare instance when there are different
environmental standards within India on con-
trolling exposure to a pollutant, While it Is not

i b revise wling of the harms
or benefits of substances, this needs debate in the
public domain before o policy §s changed. Other-
wise it amounts to undermining India’s commit-
ment to sclentfically informed public health,

¥

1 1 for large industries. Under
PAT, mcw “intensive industrbes are given targets
to reduce their energy use; those which exceed
their targets can trade the excess savings with
others. We analysed performance data from four
sectors under the PAT Cycle | 2002-14) and found
a mixed but interesting piciure. In some entities,
the energy used per unit of production (energy
ntensity) increased but decreased in others, At
thee sector level, energy intensity rose in two
sectors (paper and chior alkali) and fell in the
other two (aluminium and cement), However,
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Found similar behaviour across other PAT eycles
and seciors. These observations glve us a useful
Imlluhl = Indin's PAT scheme was abbe o

use market o achieve
energy intensity reduction at an aggregate level.
The decrease in overall energy intensity, even as
It rose for some entithes, shows that the market
mechanism worked; those companies were able
o by energy efficiency certiicates instead of
undertaking costly in-house changes.

Tust, this in itself does not tell ws i the
aggregate energy intensity reduction was
aggressive or business-as-usual, This does,
haowever, tell us that one should only analyse the
aggregate target to infer whether it was aggressive
or not, That is, for an externality-driven market,

g reduction at an aggregate level s far
more important than achieving the same at the
entity level for ‘all' entithes, An emissions trading
scheme does not bother about individual entities
or sectors, [t bothers about the economy-level
aggregate effect, which is where, ideally, the

Enargy, Enviranment
and Water (CEEW]

The ambition of
carbon market
argets should
be assessed
the

should b

But are not entity or sector-devel tngets
Important o reduce emissions as well? A
research paper by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW) shows that
entity or sector-level tigets only determine
Financial transfers across entities and sectors, and
not the overall emission intensity decline.

Comparing the new CUTS targets with
historieal sector-level performance under the PAT
scheme also s not the most meaningful approach
Lo assess ambition, Just because the reduction in

(NDC) and a 2000 net-pero future is relevant,
While the industry sectorspecific CCTS targets
cannet be directly compared with the

wide NDC target, “wide
maodelling assessments can give useful
Enformation in this regard,

Emissions intensity to decline

According to our recent modelling of a 20030
WDC-aligned emissions reduction scenario for
Indlia, the carbon dioxlde emissbons intensity of
India's energy sector (per unit of GDIP) is
expected to decline at an average annual rate of
A44% between 2025 and 2080, In comparison,
the emissbons intensity of value added (EIVA) in
Indin's manufacturing sector is projected o
decline by at least 255% annually over the same
period. This suggests that in the near-term,
ndustry may decarbondse at a slower pace than
other sectors - particularly the power sector,
which has more low-cost mitigation
opportunities.

Against this backdrop, the combined average
annual EIVA reduction for the eight sectors based
on current CCTS targets - indicative of
sector-specific commodity price data (a rough
proxy for value added), and projected production
Browth rates — is estimated at 1L68% between
202324 and 2006-27, Early slgns suggest that the
ndustrial targets under CCTS may not be
ambltious enough.

‘While this is not directly comparable sinee
entities covered under the carbon trading scheme
represent only 4 portion of Indin’s overall

when we combined emissions, output and price u"n[r,'ﬁ“-f‘;-hk. emissions in the past has been modest i the manifacturing base, it is still the most relevant

chata from all four sectors and adjusted for level ”;“ not at Industry level, it cannot be the case for the benchmark avallable untl detaibed modelling is

Inflation, less energy was used, overall, 1o he I. 1 of b future, Our mitigation actions have to done for all sectors, Ultimately, it is the aggregate

produce the same amount of economic output, 0 W progressively become more ambitious than inthe | decline that will determine whether India's effort
This shows that even if energy efficiency rises Individual past, Therelore, only a comparison with a future is truly ambitious,

o falls in some entities or sectors, India's overall entities or trajectory aligned with a pulh\m towards Indin's

energy use can still become more efficient, We SCCIOrs stated e views expresse are permmal
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NEWS IN NUMBE
Worth of sanction
letters given to 3,000

s

India’s Russian oil
imports hit 1l-month

THE 36

Palestinians killed by
Israeli airstrikes while
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Number of people

Growth in refunds

arrested in Nigeria for

issued to taxpayers

women by India Bank
In T crore, “Such
LOIL::: -

dependence on sources of Informal eredit
bt alsa help inclusion into the farmal
fimancial ecosysterm,” Minlstry of Finance,
Departrent of Financlal Servioes,
Secretary M, Nagaraju abserved,

high in June

In millian barrels,

2 08 Inddia’s crude all

L Imparts in June were
the highest since July 2024, sccording to
Kpler. “More than hall of these imports
fran Rusala were made by thiee relineres
in India, which also export refined
products to GT+ countries” m

CC

There were o igns of &
breakthrough In ceaselire
talks fellowing twe days of

meetings between LS, President Donald
Trumg and Israell Prime Minister Benjamin
Metariyahi, Mr Tromp had sald he was
nearing an agreement between lsrael and
Hamas that would wind down the war, w

ing aid

financing terrorism

Nigerla slapped d4 Boko
Haram inadists with jall

spokesm an for & countertenoriam agency
saild. Nigeria is listed as a “grey list
country” by Intemational manitors due to
deflciencies in preventing money
laundering and terraram linancing, av

from 2014 to 2025

terms of up to 30 years, 8

In per cent, India's tax
administration has

undergone a dramatic

translormation over the past decade, with
tanpayer refunds growing at nearly double
the pace of tax callections, Minlstry of
Finance sources sabd, w
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What does Section 20 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 state? Why are migrant workers vulnerable when it comes to of
Iy resident in a particular constituency? Are NRIs allowed o vore? What does the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 gover

ordin

The story so far:
he Election Commission of
India {EC) has initiated a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls in Bihar,
This has kindled the debate around the
term ‘orclinarily resident’ for the purpose
of being included in the electoral rolls of a
constituency,

Wha is *ordinarily resident’?

The electoral ralls are prepared by the EC
s per the provisions of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950
(R Act). Seetion 19 of the R Act requires
that a person is ‘ordinarily resident” in a
constituency for inclusion in its electoral
roll.

Section 20 provides the meaning of the
term ‘orclinarily resident”. It specihes that
a person shall not be deemed 1o be
‘ordinarily resicent’ in a constinuency
only because hejshe owns or possesses o
dhwelling house therein, However, a
persan temporarily absent from his/her
place of residence shall continue i be
‘ordinarily resicent’ therein, Persons who
are () members of armed forces of the
Union, () armed police force of a Stae
serving outside that State, (c) employed
by the Gevernment of India in a post
catsidde India or (d) holding a
constitutional affice declared by the
President in consultation with the EC are
considered, along with their spouse, 1o be
‘ordinarily resident” in the co

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com,the_hindu

Who are qualified as ‘ordinarily resident’?

inclusion exclasion of names in the
electoral rolls as per the provisions of the
RP Act.

What are potential issues?

The requirement of belng ‘ordinarily
resident” for inclusion in the electoral roll
of a constituency is o ensure that the
vater real tes with the

where they would have been 'ordinarily
resident’ but for such posting. Section
20A was added in 2000 tw enable
nonreskdent Indians who have shifted ot
of Indin, even for long term, to register
and vote in the constituency in which
thelr address as per passport is located,

The Registration of Electors Rules,
1960 (RER), notified by the Central
povernment in consultation with the EC,
poverns the preparation of, and

constiuency that preserves
representitive accountability. 1t is also
admed at preventing fraudulent
registrations,

The Gauhati High Court in the
Manmuolan Singh case (19949), indicated
theat the term “oedinarily vesident’ shall
mean a habitual resident of that place. It
must be permanent in character and not
temporary or casual, 1t must be a place
where the person has the intention 1o

O & Folli An advertisement van Tof the SIR in Purila,

Bilvar @i July 5. SHAS SHENHAR KASHYAR

dwell permanently, A reasonable man
must accept him/her as o resident of that
place.

The issue arises when it comes to
migrant labourers, The Periodic Labour
Foree Survey of 2020-21 estimated that
around 1% of our population migrated
due o employment related reasons, This
transbates o close tw 15 crore voters being
migrant libourers within or outside their
States, Some of these migrations are
seasonal in nature where the labourers
return o their ordinary residence for
some months of a year, Many migrant
construction and security workers live in
temporary shacksresidences at their
place of work, They move from one
location to anather, within a State or even
in different States, as part of their work,
They return to the ordinary residence in

their home State at regular intervals. They
exercise their right w vore in that place
where their fimilies and children live and
where their properties exist. While they
mary not be residing permanently in such
residence, the philosophy behind being
‘ordinarily resident’ as opined by the
courts is broadly fulfilled with respect o
that residence for such migrant workers,

Any migrant has the right 1 shift
his/her vote to their new place of
residence anywhere in India if they so
desie, However, remenval of migrant
wvisters from the electoral roll of their
ariginal residence by following a strict
interpretation of the erm ‘ordinarily
resident” can vitiate the democratic
process, It may result in their
diseniranchisement as most of them
would not be keer, and neither welcome,
10 reggister as voters in their temporary
place of work,

What can be the way forward?
The R Act provides the option to service
vesters, persons holding a declured office
and NRIs to retain the vote in their
constituency even though they may not
be permanently residing in such place.
While it may not be an apple-to-apple
comparison, it must be noted that most
labourers, short4erm or longterm,
migrate on account of kick of
opportunities in their region, They
continue to have close connections with
th i residence and choose w
retain their right 1o vote in such
constituency, The RP Act or the RER may
be suitably amended o preserve the
cholce of migrant labourers, Suitable
mechanisms, acceptable to all
stake holders, to enable participation of
migrant libourers in the elections should
e explored, The issue of migrants
enrolling more than once in different

i fes shoubd be ade 1
separately through Aadhaar seeding,

Rangarafan. R is a former IAS officer

and author of ‘Courseware an Polity
Simplified’. He curvently traing at Officers
IAS Academy, Views expressed are
personal,
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Section 19 of the RP Act
requires that o persor is
‘ardinarily resident’ in a
canstituency for inclusion In its
electoral rell.

-

The Gauhati High Court in the
Mavimahan Singh case (1999),
Inelicatid that the tenm
‘ardinarly resident’ shall mean
& habitual resident of that
place, It must be permanent in
character and not temporary
ar casial, It must be & place
where the person has the
Intentien to dwell
permanantly.

-

The RP Act prevides the eptian
10 Service VOLers, persons
holding a declared office and
MRS Lo retain th vob i theie
constituency even though they
iy mot be permanently
residing In such place,

Why must India recognise its
open ecosystems?

Why are lands classified as ‘wastelands’ important? Are pastoral communities dependent on them?

Abl Tamim Vanak
Anuja Malhotea

The story so far:
eserts are often imagined as
failures of nature, and barren
wastelands in need of
redemption, This worldview
fuels grand ambitions to “green” the
desert, through afforestation, irrigation

human cultures, It s ironic that humans
disregard deserts, when several early
civilisations were set in desert climates,
whether in early Mesopotamia, Egypt, or
the Inclus valley, Indeed, some historians
argue that it is these very harsh desert
conditions that prompred humans o
develop complex socleties and
technologies that coulbd invent ingenlous
ways of irvigation to survive in otherwise

schemes, or even climate eng B
This gives way to the idea that deserts are
broken ecosystems, So pervasive s this
vilification, that land degradation is also
known as “desertification”, and June 17
every year is celebrated as World Day 1o
Combat Desertification and Drought.

Are deserts important?

Ire truth, deserts are ancient, diverse, and
resilient biome

They occupy ne

i
o uniquely adapted plants, animals, and
M

K »

What about other open spaces?
Inalin’s relationship with open spaces is
full of comtradictions, On the ane hand,
we fetishise them, Real estate ads
routinely promise sweeping lawns with
names like Savana or Utopia, But when it
comes to the country's own vast open
natural ecosystems such as grasslands,
savannas, scrublands and open
wonodlands, we have done the opposite,
These landscapes have been
systematically ignored in policy or worse,

actively erased. On official maps, millions
of hectares of these ecosystems are
elassified as wastelands, a term inherited
from colonial land use categories. In
pelicy terms, a wasteland is land waiting
o be fixed, often by plamting trees,
converting it for agriculture or paving it
aver for industry, What should be
protected and stewarched has instead
become rget for transformation,
India’s deserts, grasslands and savannas
are home to species found nowhe
the Great Indian Bustard, the
Inddian wolf ete. These ecosystems al
store carbon, not in big trees above
ground but mather, deep in the soil,
Equally important are the communities
dependent on them, Millions of pastoral
groups such as the Dhangar, Rabari,
Kuruba ete, depend on these ecosystems
for grazing. When we fence off grasslinds
ar plant "forests” on them, it
ecology we damage but also livelihoods,
mohbility, and local knowledge systems, In

many cases, pastoralist groups are also
stewards of biodiversity and ecosystem
health, However, Indian grasslands and
pastoralist systems hive not received the
desired protection and management,

What should be the road ahead?
Rather than trying to turn deserts intoe
forests, we should study how lifie thrives
witheut abundance, This is not to say that
lanl degradation should not be
addressed, Reversing degradation in
drylands requires eareful restoration that
respects native vegetation, focuses on soil
and maolsture conservation, and draws
from indigenous knowledge of land
management. Low-tech solutions like
water harvesting, rotational grazing, and
protecting natural regrowth often
outperform greenwashing projects tht
aim to plant millions of trees wo “green”
the desert. We need policies tha
recognise ecosystem diversity, reward soil
carbon storage, and support pastoralise
land use., A functioning desert or savanna,
with dis | ate food webs, seasonal
rhythims, and cultural continuities, is Far
more alive than a failed monoculiure
plantation, Perhaps it is tme o rename
World Day to Combat Desertification and
Dirought to World Day to Combat Land
Degradation, and give deserts their
respectable name back.

The authors are with the Ashoka Trust
fowr Research in Ecology and the
Erviromment.
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Desarts e occupy nearly
ane-third of the Earth's
vermestrial surface, and are
home to uniquely adapted
plants, animats, and human
cuiltungs.

-

In policy terms, & wasteland |s

Land walting te be fised, alten

by planting treed, converting it
for agriculture or paving I8 over
fo inclustry,

4

Wwie need policies that
recognise ecosystem diversity,
resward soll carban storage,
and support pastoralist land
use,
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The changing landscape of employment

ach year, lakhs of
students graduate from
universities, colleges,

Industrial Training
Institutes, and skill programmes in
India. Yet the system continwes to
face challenges not only in
accommaodating them, but also
effectively integrating them into
mieaningful employment.

The Employess' Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) plays a
central role in Indi's social
seeurity system by managing
retirement savings for workers in
the organised sector, With over 7
crore members, it remains one of
tthe workd"s largest social security
organisations. EPFO data serves as.
avaluahle indicator of formal
employment trends, The share
decling in net new EPFFO
enrolments post-2019 reflected the
pandemic effect on formal
employment, However, the March
2025 data shows a steady increase
in formal workforce participation.
Young professionals, particularly
fresh graduates, constitute a
significant portion of new
enrolments. The 18-25 age group
consistently represents a large
share with the 18-21 subgroup
alone accounting for around 18%-
2%, of the total new subscribers in
the recent months. The trend
signals a push towards
farmalisation but demands 4
deeper analysis of job stability,
wages and long-term financial
seCUTity.

Youth unemployment
According to the India
Employment Report 2024,
'pthl'Ji.dued by the International
Labour Organization and the
Institute for Human Development,
tthe youth account for 83% of
India’s unemployed population.
Alarmingly, the share of
unemployed individuals with
secondary or higher education has
nearly doubled over two decades,
The issue goes beyond
unemployment; this is a crisis of
unemployability. The Economic
Burvey 2023-24 states that only
about half of India's youth are
deemed job-ready after
graduation, One in two lacks the

S Irudaya Bajan

Chair, International
Institute of Migration
and Develapment,
Kerala

1 .

S, Mishra

Faunder, Inclia Career
Centre, Hyderabad

Urgent serucoural
reforms ane
needed o
address the
growing
disconnect
berween
education and
employment in

| skills

digital and pr

ployment, Investing in

employers' demand, particularly education, vocational training,

in an economy undergoing rapid and digital literacy is essential for
technological transformation, aligning the workforce with future
Moreover, the looming influence job demands.

of Al threatens India's tech sector,
putting several traditional job
roles at the risk of displacement.
Without adequate illing and
upskilling efforts, the gap between
graduare output and available
opportunities will only widen,

Despite sconomic progress,
Inddin’s workfores remains
predominantly informal. The
Indin Employment Report 2024
notes nearly 90% of employment
is informal with the ortion of
sularied, regular jobs declining
since 2018, While contractual
employment has grown, concerns
about job security and social
welfare remain unresolved.

Many young Indians struggle
with technical skills. The report
states that 75% of young people
struggle with basic digital tasks
such as sending an email with an
attachment. Over G0% cannot
perform simple fle operations
such as copy-pasting ancd 90 lack
fundamental spreadsheet skills
such as waorking with formulas,

These statistics are worrying
given that the Future of Jobs
Hepert 2025 by the World
Economic Forum forecasts major
shifts in employment dynamies.

The report states that by 2030,
an estimated 170 million new jobs
will be created representing 14% of
total employment. However, 92
million existing jobs (8% of total
employment) will be displaced.
This means there will be a new
growth of 78 million jobs, or a 7%
increase in todal employment.
While these projections offer
optimism, they also highlight the
urgency of bridging the skill gap to
ensure that India’s workforce is
adequately d for the
evolving juhPEF:ardscEape.

What India must do

Inwlia stands at a critical
crossroads. Without targeted
policy interventions and expansive
reskilling initiatives, millions of

India

graduates will continue struggling
to secure meaningful

Urgent structural reforms are
needed. First, there should be
stronger collaboration between
industry and academia, if
necessary, by liw. Each higher
education institution must ideally
v at least one formal
partnership with imdustry
partners, Second, educational
institutions need to be beld
accountable for placements and
not just educational degrees. We
need to create secreditation
systems for edwcational
institutions aligned with job
placements for the outgoing
students, Idea Labs and Tinker
Labs should be made mandatory

nents of every high school
and higher education instination.
The integration of the humanities,
foreign language learning, and soft
skills should be made mandatory
across all levels of education.

Third, India needs to extend its
forus beyond national borders.
Skilling and training programmes
should be designed to meet the
needs of ageing societies in many
Western nations, where the
demand for yourng pr ionals is

Time is apt to restore J&K's Statehood

Peace is contingent on harmonious relations berween New Delhi and J&K

STATE OF PLAY

Anando Bhakto

hen one travels
from Srinagar to
Uri, the Jammu

and Kashmir (J&K) Lisutenant
Governor (LGYs overhaul of
the region's challenging ter-
min is perceptible. His bu-
renucrats outline his main ac-
complishments: first, efficient
transportation networks have
facilitated better access to ser-
vices, and tourism; and se-
oond, civilian killings and mil-
itant  recruitment  have
cansiderably declined. The lo-
cals agree. Industrialists say
the elimination of separatist
infrastructure has allowed bu-
sinesses to thrive. A section of
the people appear to have

om from the separatist
discourse, but they do not ex-
plicitly admit it. They fear this
would deflect from Kashmir’s
political questions, especially
the need for a plausible polits-
cal trajectory which remains
elusive as New Delhi delays

jion of J&K's Statehood,

expected to increase, This
approach aligns with the Indian
government's strategy for
enhancing the international
mobility of skilled workers, The
International Institute of Migration
and Development is currently
working as the Indian partner in
the European Union's Link4Skills
project that utilises the migration
corridor framework to evaluate
the skill demands and labour
shortages in various European
countries and beyond. Fclurth o

Political uncertainty culmi-
nating in political premoni-
tion serves nobody's interess,
It meeds to be replaced by an
optimistic vision for the fu-
ture, drawing from compas-
sionate terms of engagement
between New Delhi and J&K.
Handing over full executive
powers to J&K's elected go-
vernment is the first step,

The Supreme Court (SC) in
December 2023 recommend-
ed the restoration of J&K's

drive these tra an
Indian Education Services, similar
in stature to the Indian
Administrative Services, should be
estahlished; it would attract the
best minds into the education
sector, Finally, the education
system should open its doors to
professionals from the industry.
This would help bridge the gap
between theory and application,

hood but did not specify
a deadline. Now is the apt
time. Amaong many reasons is
the urgency to not fritter the
democratic icipation that
Kashmir a.lmn wmssed in
last year's Assembly elections,
A population reckoning with
bureaucratic rule wanted to
empower a regional leader.
The people reposed faith in

Jammu
Kashmis

Omar Abdullah's capacity for
calibrated navigation, hoping
the National Conference (NC)
would negotiate a respectable
arrangement for [&K, at the
least Statehood.

New Delhi ought 1o engage

with and empower a Chief Mi-
nister elected with a historic
mandate. It is advisable o also
engage with other regional
players, especially former
Chief Minister Mehbooba Muf-
ti and emerging young leaders
such as Waheed Parra, The
mainstream leaders’ secular
politics is Indian democracy’s
asset, Trying to scupper them
by facilitating political proxies
will be preposterous.
Mr. Abdullah has shown
political sagacity by repairing
ties with New Delhi. But over
a podcast recently, he lament-
ed that he is unable to get
work done as he has little
authority over the officials.
His presence merely as a cus:
todinn of starus quo is causing
dissatisfaction among the vo-
ters. It has also earned him ac-
cusations of pusillanimity, in-
cluding from elements within
his party, who are publicly ad-
vocating a more confronta
tiomist course, significantly ex-
panding  their nal
appeal. Mr. .l\hdullahm al-
s0 animate his constitwency
with lofty sound-bytes, but he
understands  a  collision
course with New Delhi will
not help J&K's case,

Sources say Mr. Abdullah is
hopeful that Statehood will be
restored in August. Acknow-
ledging the people’s will even

has the power to perpetuate
the LG's hegemony will gener-
ate far more political opti-
mism than economic imple-
ments coubd alone,

Omly twice in history has
Kashmir witnessed relative
peace: from 1948 to 1952 when
Jawaharlal Nehru empowered
Sheikh Abdullah to effect so-
cial and economic overhaul;
and from 1975 to 1984, follow-
ing the Indira-Sheikh Accord
to when Indira Gandhi top-
pled Farooq Abdullah’s go-
vernment. Clearly, ‘peace’ is
contingent en harmonious re-
lations between New Delhi
and the State government.

Recently, a daily in Kashmir
reported that restoration of
Statehood will be followed by
fresh elections, as the pre-
vious elections were meant for
a Union Territory. This creat-
ed a furore in Srinagar. ltis un-
Likely that there will be anoth-
er Assembly election. But the
lack of a political roadmap
built on consensus is deepen-
ing public apprehension,

Particularly alarming is the
regional divide between Kash-
mir Valley and Jammu. An ex-
ample of it was the mob vio-
lence in Jammu against a
Kashmiri man accused of
stealing. Such incidents un-
derline the urgency of setting
up a State Human Rights Com-
mission and the SC-recom-
mended Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission.

In the foreseeable future,
the BJP will remain the predo-
minant force in Jammu, and
the NC in Kashmir, The NC
made a noble gesture by
anointing its lone Hindu MLA,
Surinder Choudhary, from Ra-
jouri as the Deputy Chief Mi-
nister, It is the B turn to re-
ciprocate.  Infiltration  in
Poonch and Rajouri is alarm-
ing. There is hardly time for
procrastination.

Arand fakio repores on Kashmi

when the Union government arad naicnal palifics

Of half a billion mobile money accounts globally, most are in Africa

Maobhile money allows people without banks to securely transfer funds via text message, and its adoption is growing rapidly

| DATA POINT |

Simon van Teutem

y the end of today, you will
B bably have used your
nk account — maybe to
buy groceries, pay rent, or send
money to a friend. It is something
many of us take for granted.
However, for more than a bil-
lion people globally, transactions
only happen with cash. That
means carrying around physical
notes and coins, travelling long
distances just to send or receive
maoney, and facing the constant
risk of kosing it or having it stalen.
The absence of formal banking ser-
vices adds yet another hurdle for
people trying to escape poverty.
However, in recent years, ‘mo-
bile money' has transformed how
many people access financial ser-
vices. Mobile money differs from
traditional bank accounts; you
don't need a physical bank branch
or even an Internet connection. In-
stead, you use text messages for
services such as deposits, transf
ers, and payments via a mobile

phone. In this sense, it is not the
same as  standard  Internet
banking,

Many people might be unfami-
liar with how mobile money
works, 5o let me briefly explain,
You dial a short code for the mo-
bile money provider, choose “send
maoney’, and enter the recipient's
phone number (which serves as
their account number). Next, type
the amount and your sscure PIN.
That's it — hoth the sender and re-
cipient get an SMS confirmation
within seconds. If you need to add
funds to your mobile money ac
count or retrieve your PIN, you
can visit a local mobile money
agent, often found in small shops
or kiosks, which can be easier to
reach than traditional banks,

In 2010, there were just 13 mil-
lion mobile money accounts in the
world. By 2023, this had reached

But the total number of mobile
money accounts doesn't tell us
what percentage of people use mo-
bile money. A small portion of pe-
ople could each have many ac-
counts. So instead of examining
absolute numbers, let us look at
the share of people with maobile
money accounts in Sub-Saharan
Africa, As Chart 2 shows, the per-
centage of people in Sub-Saharan
Africa with a mobile money ac
count grew rapidly from 13% in
2014 to 33% by 2021,

Chart 3 shows how mobile mo-
ney has contributed to the growth
of total account ownership in Sub-
Saharan Africa and across three
countries. In 2004, one-third of
adults in Sub-Saharan Africa had a
bank account. By 2021, this had in-
creased to more than half. The
share that enly had an account at a
financial insrirulinndjdnntchan.ge
over that period — the line is flar, at
22%. That means that atlmost all of
the growth in this share has come
from those getting a mobile money
account (either on its own or
alongside one from a financial in-
stitution).

Ome major barrier to using mo-
bile money is still not having a mo-
bile phone. The Global Findex
2021 survey asked adults without
bank accounts why they don't use
mobile money, A lack of money
was the top reason, But the next
most common was the absence of
a mobile phone (probably related
to a lack of money). While three-
quarters of Sub-Saharan Africans
in the survey now own phones,
many countries still have low ow-
nership rates,

Chart 4 shows the share of
adults with a mobile money ac
count against the share of adults
with a mobile phone for countries
in Sub-Saharan Africa. The two ane
positively correlated: unsurpris:
ingly, people in countries with
more phones are more likely to
use mobile money.

Siman van Teutem is o writer and coriributer
ar Owr Warld In Data

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 14, 1075

me C!S"I tﬂ C“ﬁk!: The charts were sourced from “There are now more than half a billion

mobile money accounts n the world, mostly in Africa — here's why this mattess” published at OurWorldinData.org

(OWID), The text on the left is an abridged version of the story that appeared on OWID.
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CIA in White House: Issue
being probed, says Ford

Chicago, July 13: Charges that the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) had penetrated the
White House during the Nixon Administration
were being investigated, President Ford said on
Saturday,

He expressed confidence that the facts would
become known as a result of his owm efforts, the
expected i mqulry by Congress and digging by the
American

Mr. Ford was lE'P'_','\l!H o questions at a news
conference here. Asked about alleged C1A
penetration of the White House and other
Government departments, Mr. Ford replied: “As
far as | know personally, there are no people
presently employed in the White House who
have relationships with the CLA of which 1 am
personally unaware.”

Mr. Ford's denial came at the end of a week
‘which heard allegations, during a Senate

Camerson

menay account agalrst the share of adults
with s modile phane for courtries in

Oy mabide morey account

Committee Inquiry into alleged illegal activities
of the CIA, that the Agency had men within the
White House.

One report had linked Alexander Butterfield,
4 former high-ranking White House official to
the CLA, but Mr. Ford said there was no precise
information on this.

M. Butterfield disclosed o the committee
looking into the Watergate scandals that
Presidential conversations at the White House
had been aperecorded

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 14, 1925
Bombay mills crisis

Bombay, July 13: The labour leaders of Bombay
weni round the Mill area on Saturday and

08 L W s wz Sunday to elicit the views of the workmen on the
@ Keryn Textile Millowners' proposal to reduce wages by
e Share with w meksile phone - 16 to 20 per cent and it was ascertained that the
"'5":" ' L] operatives were not prepared to countenance &
i . reduction of wages, but were in favour of
Sub-Saharan Alrica ™ ° .. L ] working shortime.
i P L] - Some of the leaders are afraid thae if the
As the chart Mazsmbique ® ® reduction is carried out there will be a general
shows, prople 1 wn . L strike. One of them expressed the opinion that it
*‘&% Madsgscar g . - this reduction is given effect immediately, the
phanesare g . Chad e rowdy element will get an opportunity for
move [Tkaly ‘ L ] Comnong rFl creating trouble, but if this step be deferred
o use mablle j s @ Ethiogia L] ® there will be less chance of a disturbance, The
L o b r o — Millowners' proposals are being explained to the

men.
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How will YouTube’s new monetisation
policy impact creators?

YouTube said that on July 15, it would be updating its guidelines to “better identify mass-produced and repetitious content,” leading creators to

believe that low-effort Generative Al content may become harder to monetise

John Xavier
Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:

n an update to the YouTube

Partner Program (YPP) that allows

creators to make money from their

videos, YouTube said that on July
15, it would change its guidelines in order
to “better identify mass-produced and

itinus content.” The Googl 1

video platform added that thc: change
would better reflect what "inauthentic™
content books like. While YouTube did not
directly mention Generative Al, many
creators and content makers believe that
the update will affect those who rely
heavily on machine generated media to
ke thedr videos,

What is the new YPI policy?
YouTubers need 500 subscribers in order
for their channels to be eligible to apply

for the Partner Programme., After
securing 1,000 subscribers, partniers car
unlock ad revenue and start tdmlru,, from
the ads shown in their videos. Thi
way the company ensures that trusted,
high-quality content makers are

source of their income. YouTube shared
that it paid more than $70 billion to
creators, artists, and media companies
from 2021 to 2023, Naturally, many
creators also get frustrated when their
videos are demonetised for regulatory
reasons they do not understand or agree
with.

What is YouTube's monetisation
history?

From its early days, YouTube's approach
to monetisation has steadily evolved,
moving from a Largely open system to
more curated environment that
prioritises original, authentic content.
This progression reflects the platform's
efforts to make the content stick for
viewers so that more valuable space can
be created for advertisers,

In the initial stages of creator
monetisation around 2016, the rules were
mimimal. Channels could be monetised
almost instantly upon creation without
needing to meet specific subscriber or
watch-hour goals. This allowed for the
proliferation of “faceless” channels that
primarily relied on kow-effort content,

siich as iling viral video clips

for their efforts rather than throwaway
accounts trying to make a quick buck,

There are multiple wiys to monetise
content as a YouTube partner, with
varying eligibility requirements and
regional restrictions. Some of these
strategies include advertising revenue,
shopping, YouTube Premium revenue,
channel memberships, and Super
fhah’Sll:hcm"Thank-. perks that fans can
pay for.

Monetisation is a serious matt
creators, especially for those a
grow a large audience and make
high-quality YouTube videos a major

for
g to

without original commentary. These
simple compilation videos could generate
significant revenue with relative ease.

A significant shift occurred around
28 W“IL‘lll '\’t:u'l'uh: introduced its

5l
= 1,000 subscribers and 4,000 hours of
watch time. This policy was a clear signal
that the platform was beginning to favour
channels that could biiild and sustain a
genuine audience. This update effectively
demonetised many of the simple
compilation channels that lacked original
input. Following this, YouTube contimied

to refine its guidelines, targeting specific

niches that were considered bow-effort
and repetitive. In 2019, channels featuring
rain sounds or ambient noise faced
demonetisation as they were often seen as
non-transformative. According to the U5,
Copyright Law, a transformative use is a
kiind of fair use that builds on original
content and creates something new.

By 2020, YouTube had also eracked
down on the wave of channels that used
robatic, text-to-speech voices to read
Reddit stories, flagging them as
“mass-produced” and unoriginal.

This historical trend will culminate in
the upcoming July 2025 policy change.
This latest update aims to "better
identify” content that is mass: pmduu.'d‘

petitive, and fails to
transform source material,

YouTubse has clarified this is an
enhancement of longstanding policies,
intendied to remove content that viewers
often consider spam. This move targets
channels that upload high volumes of
templated or Al-generated videos,

Is YouTube banning Generative AL
content?

While YouTube did not explicitly mention
that it was taking action against
Generative Al content, this is what many
content creators took the policy update to
mean.

The use of synthetic content such as
visuals, voiceovers, and art now raises
complex begal questions about whether
YouTube is giving users the ability to
maonetise content that could one day be
hit with copyright strikes or lawsuits.

YouTubse noted that it abways required
ereators to upload “original” and
“authentic” content to monetise as part of
its partner programme. Its new policy
says it will identify "mass-produced and

repetitious content” but does nat
currently mention penalising such videos
or banning them. Users will have to
simply wait and see,

In essence, while genuine content
creators who deliver well-produced
original videos should not be impacted by
the update, those who are simply pushing
thie same low-guality videos made with Al
tools to rack up subscribers and views will
Face increased scrutiny in the future,

How does YouTube's new policy
affect content creators?

For content creators, this policy shift
underscores the increasing importance of
originality and transformative work.
Channels that simply aggregate content
without adding a unique pective or
commentary are at high risk of
demonetisation. Creators will now have to
adapt by focusing on original and
authentic videos, whene a unigue voice
and personality can be established. The
key takeaway for creators is to move
beyond mere aggregation and to wse their
content to tell a story, offer analysis, or
provide a unicue and engaging
perspective,

From YouTube's perspective, this new
monetisation policy is a strategic move
designed to improve the overall quality
and integrity of the platform. By filtering
ot low-effort, repetitive, and spamimy
content, YouTube aims to keep users
coming back to its platform regularky,
which in turn encourages them to spend
more time on the site. This is also good
for its ads business.

A higher-quality content library not
only makes the platform attractive to
advertisers; it can also be used by its
parent, Alphabet, as fodder to train its
Gemini Al models.

THE DAILY QUIZ

q_

Please send in your answers to
daityquizipthehindu.con

Test your knowledge of the history, symbolism, and celebrations behind France’s most
iconic national holiday —Bastille Day

Prathmesh Kher were held In the
Bastille at the
k time it was
QUESTION 1 stormed an July
What was. the 14, 17897
ariginal purpose of [
the Bastille fortress QUESTION &
before it becams a Wha was the

commander of the
Bastille on the day
it was stormed,
and who was later
killed by the mab?
(8

state prisan?

(9

QUESTION 2
wihich American
founding father was
present in Parls
during the early
years of the French
Revolution and
observed the events

QUESTION §
Which radical
newspaper editor
and revolutionary

surrcunding Bastille frgure was
Day? assassinated In his
(Y bath the day after
QUESTION 3 Bastille Day's first
How many prisoners anniversary?
o™
K

LS
Visual question:
Haw |s this solar flare connected to Bastille Day?

Questions and Answers to the July 11
edition of the daily quiz: 1. in this dystopian
novel, this is the name of the omnipresent
authoritarian leader, Ans: Big Brother

L Name the fictional mysterious millionadre
lnawn for lavish parties and his obsession
with Dalsy Buchanan, Ans: Jay Gatsby

1. This book chronicles the Buendia family
saga in this fictional town that symbolises
Isolation and cyclical history. Ans: Macondo
A Kmown for ts sativical take on the absurdity
of war, i named for 8 paradeadeal
military rule in its plat that traps saldiers in a
no-win situation. Ans: Cateh-22

5. The plot of this book was subservient to its
stream-of-consciousness style and explosation
of time and perception. Ans: To the
Lighthouse

Visual: Name this Britlsh writer. Ans: Willlam
Golding

Early Blrds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| Piyall
Tull| Sukdey Shat| Arun Kumar Singh| Doda
Jayaditya

KNOW YOLR ENG

I like the hustle

and bustle of
big cities

Don't rely on him for campaigning.
He gets on the bandwagon only at
the last possible minute

8. Upendran

‘What is the meaning and origin of
‘get on the bandwagon'? (Jyot Gulati,
Rohtak)

When you get on the bandwagon', what
youa are doing is following in the footsteps
of or following the example of someone
else. You become involved in an activity
that i I, not because you are
interested in it, but because everyone else
is taking part in it —supporting the activity
seems to be the fashionable thing o do.
Yoou are hoping to take advantage of the
situation, and praying that some of the
suceess will rubs off on you, There is an
ubterior motive for what you are doing;
youl are being opportunistic. People who
et on the bandwagon, usually do so, only
after someone or something has become
successful or popular. For example, it is
very common for people to get on the

bandwagon of a candidate who is the
frontrunner. It is also possible to say,
‘jumpyclimb on the bandwagon'.

Neethu gets on the bandwagon
whenever the college team wins something.
Otherwise, she has no interest in sports.

Americans coined this idiom. The
handwagon in the expression refers o the
colourfully decorated horse-drawn
watgon, with a live band sitting on top of
it, that circus owners used to send around
town to both entertain and attract the
attention of the public. This was the
owner's way of informing the public that
the circus was in town. When Zachary
Taylor, a Presidential candidate, got on
one of these circus wagons in 1848, the
idiom began to be used in politics 1o
mean what it does today.

What is the meaning of ‘hustle and
bustle'? (K. Saraswathi, Coonoor)
This is an expression made popular by
the Americans. The *t* in both words is
silent; the two words rhyme with ‘muscle’
and ‘tusshe’. The expression is normally
used to talk about a noisy place where
there are lots of activities going on. For
example, when we enter a relatively big
railway station in our country, we are
struck by the noise and the numerous
activithes going on — people talking lowdly
and walking quickly, suitcases being
dragged, vendors shouting, trains blowing
their horns, ete. The noisy crowd and the
constant movement produce an
environment that is full of energy and
exciternent. 1t is possible to have this kind
of energy and confusion in a smaller place
as well. For example, when someone in
the family is getting married, the week
befare the wedding, the house is full of
hustle and bustle.

Every six months, 1 take a break from
the hustle and bustle of daily life.

‘Hustle’ comes from the Dutch
‘hutselen’ meaning *to shake'. It was
hul owed into English, and with the
of time, both the pronunciation
and the meaning of the word changed.
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Word of the day

Veritable:
often used as intensifier; not counterfeit or
copled

SYNONYMS: authentic, bona fide,
unguestionable, regular

Usage: e meal was o vevitable feast.
Pronunciation: rewsth live/veritablepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rveanta.biy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject 'Text & Contest’
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Household
assets.

L]
l . afe,

iabilities

loydeep Sen
The Reserve Bank of 1
publishes data on finan
liabilities of households across India,

A disturbing trend it shows is net
financlal savings of households, asa
percentage of GO, is declining. Let us
understand more about it.

Q1 of 2020 April:fune 2020
wits peak of lockdown and economic
showdown. In these months, net
financlal assets |e, ineremental flows
were, surprisingly, higher than usual.
1t was 15% of GDP, GDP was itself
Tower due to economic contraction
which contributed to it Inabsolute
terms, people saved and invested in
financial assets, so the ratio was
I:h(lwr In July-September 2020, net
financial assets were bower at 11.7% of
GO, In October December, net
financial asset flows shid to 8.5% GDIL
This Is counter-intuitive,

A the helght of lockdown when
pecple were losing jobs and small
businesses clo down, how can
savings be higher? This is not uswal
behaviour, In challenging times, we
Eenerate an 'eMergeney response’,
Over, 2000-21, net financlal asset lows
were 1L5% of GOP, In 2020-22, it was
7.2% of GOP and in 2022-23, It was
5.0%. In 202324, it was stightly better
at This alse bs an interesting
trend: when economie growth has
revived, why did net wekal savings
slide? Peaple are availing loans o fund
assers like house or . The dip in
savings, is net of fimancial abilities. in
2020 k] assets wer A% of
nckal lHabilites of 3.9%
ncial

¥
of GO, it was 11
liabilities, from 3.9% of GDP in
2020:1 and 3.8% In 202122, rose to
5.9% of GDI* in 202223 and 6.4% In
202324, When economy 18 growds
why do people need more loans? This
concerns behavioural aspect: when
one feels more secure, it's time o
improve lifestyle even with debst.

REI report
As per a report released by the RBIon
Jurve 30, among broad categories of
household debt, non-housing retail
loans, mostly used for conswmption,
formed 54.9% of tatal household debst
as af M 20025 and 25.7% of
disposable income as of th 2024,
Moreover, the share of these loans has
been growing consistently over years
outpacing housing, agriculture and
bitisiriess bins.

Share of mustual funds in the overall
b Is increasing. In 202021, MFs were
anly 1% of financial asset lows, In
202122, it surged w G.1% and stayed at
6% i 202223, In 202324, it moved
up to 7. Household alloeatbon o MFy
kh crore arch 2021 rose
1o L339 lakh crore in March 2024,

wirys, suggestions
a reflects collective Ananeial
behaviour of people. However, you
should hive your own justification for
behaving the way you do. The basis
must be financial planning, preferably
with inputs from a professional
financlal planner. The basic tenets are:
1) When you consider leverage o
finance an asset, it is about quality: is
it likely to maintain vilue or
depreciate fast or is it fust to fund a
Iifestyle? Real es

) If you are leveraged,
not exceed 40% of income,
THIving an emergency corpus,
alent tosix or 12 maonths income,
B8 important, It should be budl in
times of peace, not in thmes o
stments must be dhnrll:uml
more to 'growth assets’ like MFs than
contractual return ones like deposits

) Start systematic investment plan.

G)When you have surplus cash, it is
better to pre-pay Jo wl eut EMs
Return on investme: |mr:lml<|rly
contractual-reourn ones ke bank
deposits yield less than EMI interest,

Conelusion

aking on Habidlitles to fund assets ks

a mioed bag. As bong as EM
within a threshold of income a
asset is adding value, you may go
alhead with it However, assumin
liabilities to fund lifestyle or
conspleuous consumptbon ks risky,

(The writer is a corporate trainer
canel auithor)

the

Send querbes an personal finance and
the I in

1D, Our experts in perscnal finance will
resspored o select quies, but wil not ghe
specilic recammendaticns lor investment
ina particular mutual fund, share or fised
hepenil
™
K

Only & gulde: While shortcuts can be usehul, one should be careful while taking Impertant linancial decldons. GETTY IMAGERISTOO

Some rules to open the
gates of financial freedom

Financial freedom is shaped by variables such as

WAY TO RICHES

o®

Ehvce you gt a gripon
thae patterns and also the
formulae, passed on by
financlal experts over
tme, it becomes much
aibn finanelal
freedom in life

Yaishall B, Venkat

luzcury flat, SUV,
holiday — tour
abroad and a
least T crore
bank balance  are  eve
ryome’s dream. However,
only a few realise such

kind af dreams and the re-
maining ‘unlucky’ lot end
up thinking these are pos-
sible only for those born
rich. Wherens most finan-
clal experts belleve proper
planning bs all that is need-

el to become rich, OF

course, financial planning
could be a labyrinth of cal-
culations and cholees that
might seem to be ditheult
tor uncherstand, but if you
wet a grip on the patterns
and formulae, passed on
by financial experts, it's

vestment to double at a
fised rate of return. To find
the number of years, just
divide the number 72 by
the interest rate you will re-
cielve on your fnvestment.
For instance, if you recelve
G% interest per anmum,
money doubles in just 12
viers (7206). Mot just this,
with ihis formula, you ca
caleulate the ideal rate of
return if you want to dou-
ble investment in ce
number of years.

misch enster to attain finan-
clal freedom. Let's catch
up with the numbers,

Say, for example, if you
want to double fmestment
in four years, you should
get 18% interest per an
i, Just divide 72 by the
number of years.

15715715 Rule

Not just the superrich,
even a silaried individual
mulate T crore iF
hefshe Folbows the 15415%15
Rule,  Save TS5000 a
month for 15 years continu-
ously, without any single
dhefault in monthly savings,
in a 15% CAGR generating
mutual  fund, IF hefshe
wishes o continue  the
siume for another 15 years,
he/shie would have saved a
crove. The

Rule of 114
The Rube of 114 is much like
Rule of 72 and tells you
when investment triples.
Just divide 114 by the an
ral interest rate recelved
to find out how many years
vou need for wealth o
grow threefold. 1F interest
per annum is 6%, money
triples in 19 years (146, If
want to triple invest-
rnent in just five years, you
should get 22.8% interest
per anmum (1475

and consistency ks the key.

Rule of 72

It's a stmple trick or a cal-
culation to find out how
loong it will take for your in-

Rule of 144
This Rule tells you when
your investment quadn-
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While the number-based
thumb rules are

shorteuts to ¢
code of cor
TS
declslons, one size
doesn

phes in value - just a
division,

iple

50/30,/20 Rule

Budgeting is erucial to the
country and to individuals
as well. It might be quite
complicated with limited
resources and vast goals;
however, the  50/30/20
Rule comes in handy o
make the budgeting pro-
CERE Tl and sustaina-
bile, Divicle net-dncome (af-
ter tax dedue
three P eategories:
50% for wmmiml: such

I

ete.; 0% for wishes such
as entertainment,  tour,
shopping ete. and balinee
20% for savings and debt
repayment. Some fnancial
experts add the debt repay-
ment in the first 50% cate-
pory lemdng the 20 cate-
gory only for savings.

100 Minus Age Rule

The  most fundamental
question in personal fi-
e fs on asset allocas
ton, That is, how much
money is to be allocated to
buy risky assets such as
stock markets and  how
meh should be parked in
conservative  nvestment

nd risk wler.
rubes may not work for all but are like a inancial compass to guide you in the

10e: 50, these
ht direction

lemma. As per this rule,
ane must subtract his/her
age from 100 o determine
the percentage of equity
portfolio, and the rest allo:
cated to lowrisk assets or
teaditbonal fxed recurring
deposits, I you are 30, 70%
(00300 of your fnvest
ment can be in equities,
and 30% in bonds, FDs, or
ather debt fisnds.
However, this rule can-
not be taken blindly and
Just gives a fair idea. A
young man who is the
breadwinner of his family
with more commitments
can't fnvest 70% In equl-
thes, whereas a septuage
1 pensioner without
commitment and is well ta
ken care by children, can
invest more in equities.

10X Insurance Rule

The 10X Rule helps an indi-
vidual  caleulate  the
amount of life cover his/
her dependents would re-
quire in his/her absence,
Ag per this Rule, the term
lifie insurance cover shoukd
ar beast bse 10 times his/her
pross annual income. Ho-
wever, this rule has its own
limitations and might not
be suitable for everyone,
The Rube doesn't consider
Factors such as age, specific
f imber of

s
dependents el

While these number-
hased  thumb  rules are
shorteuts to crack the code
of complicated personal f-
nance decisions, one stz

S0, care must be taken
while taking important b
nameial decisions,

(The writer [s an NISM &

products. The 100 Minus  CRISIL-certijied Wealth
Age Rule answers this i+ Manager)
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Experience
VS. passion
assets

THINKINVESTOR

It is debatable if spending on
experiences is better than
spending on passion assets;
you must determine which
gives you more happiness;
then, your spending can,
indeed, buy you happiness

Yenkatesh Bangaruswamy

Investment is what you do with your
savings. Spending is what you do to

1 current lifestyle, Then, ihere
wary spending, inchiding
spending on experiences and material
goods, Here, we see why discretionary
spending on some material goods can
bee juest as pewarding as spending on
experiences,

Experience vs. passion assets
Yo can taloe a trip to the Antarctic or
enjoy a portside cabin on a Carlbbean
crulse, Those are experiences you are
likely to relive when you share them
with friends who mide similar trips.
Buying material goods, it is argued, i
ditferent. After a while, you get used
to ownsing the product. S, happiness
From aequiring a lusury watch, for
Instance may not last for long. Indeed,
maney spent on material good, it
seems, cannod by you happiness. At
least, not as much compared with
spending on experiences. But that
argument does not hold for passion
assets, When comparing memorable
experiences with material goods, you
ought to ool are products not at
some high-end luxury products,
Consider spending on passion
assets such as antigques, art and rare
collectibles. The memorable moment
occurs when you acquire the asset for
your persanal collection. It could have
been o lueky sabvage hunt or a bargain
bagy at an antgque mall or a high
adrenaline auection, where you beat
other bdders to acquire the product.
The podnt is the story behind the
accuisition and provenance of the
ssset can help relive the memorable
maoment when you narrate the
experience to like-minded friends.
Also, consider this: specific
experiences become generic memory
over time, So, it is moot if you can
conschously recollect an sxperience
you had 20 y w0, Also, passion
assets are investments; you can sell
them later for a higher price,

Conclusion
Both experiences and passion assets
are part of discretionary spending.
Your inelulge in such spending to
improve emotional well-being. That,
in turm, mpacts financial well-being,
The arguement is you must be
emotonally happy w physieally and
mentally apply skills o ge 1ctive
income during your working life, That
Is why spending on experiences and
material goods (read passio 18} s
Impartant, It is debatable whether
spending on experiences is better
than spending on passion assets. You
must determine which gives you more
happiness. Then, your spending can,
indeed, buy you happiness,

(The author offers trairing
programmes for individueals to manage
their personal ivestments)
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(Frear beft to right) Vijay Yaday, Kuld eep Yaday, Rajesh, with relatives outside the home of their nlece Radhika, wha was allegedly shot by her father Deepak, while she was inthe kitche i sHW s MR PLEHPMSAR

Match point

A father allegedly shot his daughter dead in their home in Gurugram, Harvana. As speculations swirl about the
reasons, family and friends say Deepak Yadav had always supported Radhikas tennis career, while some say he

was controlling and conservative. Ashok Kumar reports on the family, who was from Wazirabad, a village
within Gurugram city, a place where global-city lifestyles sometimes dash with rural mindsets

vermilion tilak covers a large part of
Pyare Lal's forehead. A long, grey
beard cascades down his chest, like a
river of wisdom, and his grey hair is
tied in a knot on top of his head, like a mystic. [tis
an unusual appearance for a soft-spoken caretak-
er of an under-construction building in Guru-
gram'’s upscale Sector 57. In his late 50s, Lal says
it has been more than 24 hours since he last ate,

“fah aise phool se bacchi K hatya ho jaye, aur
hatyara wska baap hai, to kaise khana gale ke
neeche utar sakta hoi (When a girl, sweet like a
flower, is murdered, and the murderer is her own
father, how can food go down the throat),” says
Lal, a migrant labourer, staying in a shanty in the
neighbourhood for over two years.

In a checked shirt that stretches taut over his
stomach, accentuating his rounded midriff, Lal
says he happened to be on the road outside on
the morning of the day that Deepak Yadav alleg-
edly shot his daughter Radhika dead. He re-
counts the sequence of events moments after the
incident on July 10, to vividly describe how Rad-
hika"s mother rushed out of the house making
frantic calls. Soon, he says, women from the
neighbourhood gathered around her.

"Deepak appeared on the first-floor balcony of
his house wielding the revolver. He raised the
weapon in the air to proclaim that he had mur-
dered his daughter and walked back inside. The
palice arrived an hour later,” says Lal, the expres-
sion on his face gradually turning grim.

Described by his family, friends, and relatives
as a "doting father”, "a pillar of strength for his
daughter”, and “her guiding light”, Deepak, 49, a
real estate agent, who relatives say lived off a host
of rented properties in and around his native Wa-
sirabad wvillage in Gurugram, had allegedly
pumped four bullets into his 25-year-old daught-
er. She had been a tennis player, having played

the international junior and women's circuit.

The day of death

Remembered as “one of a bunch of very good ju-
niors" by her coaches and sports journalists,
Radhika played 10 International Tennis Federa-
tion junior tournaments, On the women's circuit,
she had played in 30 international tournaments
from March 2017 to March 2024, in countries like
Malaysia, Tunisia, Burundi, apart from at home
in India. At the junior level Radhika had had a ca-
reer best rank of 1,638 in the workd. Once she en-
tered the women's category, her best rank was
1,999 in the world.

Tension had been brewing between the father
and daughter days before it culminated in her
tragic murder, says Station House Officer, Sector
56, Inspector Vinod Kumar For almost two
weeks before the tragedy, the entire household —
the man, his wife, the daughter, and son — were
embroiled in tension over Deepak and Radhika's
frequent heated arguments about her sports aca-
demy, claims the police officer. While the father
wanted her to shut it down, Radhika, wanting to
make it big in the sport, was vehemently op-
posed to the idea. *Two days prior to the murder,
the situation had turned worse. The father was
very angry, threatening to either end his own life
or take his daughter’s life,” says Kumar.

The flashpoint came on Thursday (July 10)
marning, when the father, in a rage, took out his
licensed .32 bore revolver and fired point-blank
at Radhika, say the police. She had been cooking
food in the kitchen and had her back to him. The
realtor fired five shots; one bullet missed her; the

»
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Twodays
prior to the
murder, the
situation
had turned
worse. The
father was
VETY angry,
threatening
to edther end
his own life
or ke his
daughter's
life

VINOD KUMAR

WO, Sector 56,
Gurugram

rest pierced through her vital ongans, say the pol-
ice. She collapsed on the kitchen floor.

“I was at home when | heard gunshots, at
10:30. Hearing the noise, | rushed to the first
floor of the house, where my brother Deepak re-
sides. T went inside to find my niece Radhika by-
ing in the kitchen and a revolver was in the living
room. My son, Piyush, also followed me to the
first floor. We both then took Radhika to a private
hospital for treatment in Sector 56. The doctor
declared her dead after a surgery,” reads the FIR,
registered by Kuldeep, Deepak’s younger broth-
er, staying on the ground floor of the same
house, along with his family.

Partially bald, Deepak, a frail man with a slight
frame, sports a grey moustache and a stubble. He
did not try to escape.

A father invested in his daughter

Anil Handa, a friend of the family, says he was
“appalled” to learn about the murder when his
wife broke the news to him over a phone call. “It
is tragic beyond words” says Anil, who runs a
travel-and-tourism agency in Wazirabad.

Yet to come to terms with the tragic turn of
events, Anil says, “It is hard to believe what hap-
pened” because Deepak shared a strong bond
with his daughter.

“He always spoke highly of his daughter. He
took pride and joy in talking to his friends about
his daughter’s achievements. Deepak stood frm-
Iy behind her all these years, supporting her fi-
nancially and morally, accompanying her to the
academy and also to tours on a few occasions
during the initial years of her career,” says the 51-
year-old. *Deepak never pot tired of talking
about his dawghter,” he adds.

Deepak’s cousin, Rajesh, says that he gave 18
years of his life to make his daughter’s dream
come true. "All these years, he missed family
functions to make sure that Radhika did not miss
her coaching classes. He spent crores to get her
this far,” says Rajesh.

Radhika’ coach during her initial years, Vinod
Kumar, also echoes these views. He remembers
that Radhika was only 10 when she would come
daily to his academy in Vasant Kunj along with
her father. “To me Deepak came across as a ma-
ture man. In fact, it was at his advice that [shifted

\

Py
Radhika Yadav in action a2 the ITF wamean's tennis
tournament in Jhajjar in 2023, SPECIAL ASRANGEMENT

to Gurugram, a city that had begun to rapidly wr-
banise then,” says Vinod.

Over a decade ago, Deepak and his brother
Kuldeep's families shifted to a house in Sector 57,
But Deepak often visited his village, just a fow ki-
lometres away from his house.

Asking why

According to the police, Deepak was jeered at by
fellow villagers for allegedly living off his daught-
er, who was said to be earning well.

“When I went to Wazirabad to fetch milk, peo-
ple in the village taunted me for living off my
daughter’s earnings. This upset me. They also
pointed fingers at her character. 1 told my daught-
er toshut the academy for this reason, but she re-
fused. | was constantly tense over this. It hurt my
honour and selfrespect. 1 was very perturbed
and tense for this reason. Due to this tension, |
shot my daughter from behind when she was
cooking in the kitchen,” reads the father's state-
ment to the police.

The police’s theory has failed to find favour
with Deepak’s own family. Dismissing the motive
attributed to the alleged murder, Deepak’s eldest
cousin Vijay and younger brother Kuldeep, say
that Radhika did not run any academy.

Suman Kapur, CEQ, Haryana Tennis Associa-
tion, confirms that there was no academy run by
anyone named Radhika Yadav that was registered
with the organisation.

Vijay says Radhika had started imparting train-
ing to young upcoming players at Ryder's Acade-
road [

Ty, just across the rom her house, after she
was injured, and later took up a coach's jobr at
another academy in Sector 61. He says it was a
stop-gap arrangement, as she was determined to
make a comeback as a player. ¥ijay claims the
shooting “was an accident”.

Some media houses reported that Radhika
wanted to marry a man from another caste, cit-
ing this as a motive, given that such incidents
have ocewrred before in Haryana. Vijay says the
famnily is educated and could diseuss and sort out
such issues amicably, stressing that that narrative
was the media’s creation.

In the days following Radhika®s death, an old
romantic music video titled Karwaan featuring
her and actor-singer Inaam Ul Hag popped up.

Haq, in many interviews to the media, says he
had first encountered Radhika at a promotional
shoat of a team during Tennis Premier League in
Delhi and members of his production team told
him that she looked good in the frame, and that
she wanted to work as an actor,

“Everyone feels that they are struggling hard
in their field. Everyone wants to come to this in-
dustry for fame. She too was interested. We -
gether shot a music video more than a year ago.
During the shoot, she told my production head in
my presence to let her know about more such
projects. She told my teammates that she wanted
towiark in this industry as an actor, in ads, in mo-
vies, and music videos,” Haq told the news agen-
ey ANL

Inaam says Radhika had told him that her fath-
er had liked the song, and though he was not pre-
sent at the shoot, her mother was.

“At the time of promotion, she accepted a col-
laboration, and posted a story, but after a long
time. She did not promote the song later and
deactivated her account. [ asked her, but she did
not give any reason. She uploaded a video about
her grandfather’s death. 1 thought this could be
the reason. She deactivated and activated her ac-
count a couple of times,” says Hag.

Inspector Kumar says that Radhikas mother
told the police during the investigation that Dee-
pak is "suspicious”™ and "eccentric”. "He even ob-
jected to his wife talking to his own younger
brother. Deepak is quick to believe rumours and
tends to overthink. If someone puts something
into his head, he finds it difficult to get it off his
mind for days,” says the police officer.

Posting a video on her Instagram account to
“tell the truth about Radhika”, her “best friend™
Himaanshika Singh Rajput, also a tennis player,
says that Radhika was a kind person and a good
friend, but “she was suffering for long and felt
suffocated at home”.

The emotional video, shot after the cremation,
says, “Who would like to live like this, when you
have to explain everything. Even on video calls
she had to show that she was talking to me. Her
academy is just 50 meters away from her home,
bt she had to return home by a fixed time every
day. She was a wonderful coach, and all her stu-
dents loved her”

In the approximately-three-minute video, la-
belled Part 1, Himaanshika says Radhika loved to
get herself clicked and shoot videos, but it all
stopped gradually as her parents are “orthodox”,
“too much worried about people’s opinion™ and
felt society’s pressure. In Part 1T she says her fath-
er's friends, jealous of Radhika, would taunt her
father saying his daughter now wore makeup and
shart clothes, so he might as well “dhandha hee
kara le, (get her into prostitution).”

Sitting under a tent outside the house, Kul-
deep is in a difficult place. “Deepak ko kaafi pash-
chaataap hai. Woh kah raha hai ki wsne kanya
vadh kiva hai usko phasi per taang dema chahiye.
Humne apni beti bhi kho dee or apna bhai bhi.
Hum logo ko ab dono ko mpay delane ke live ladna
hai. (Deepak is remorseful. He is saying that he
‘has murdered a girl, and he should be hanged.
We have lost our daughter as well as our brather.
Now we have to fight to get justice for both of
them),” says Kuldeep. He is flanked by his cou-
silLs, eVen 4s news reporters clamour to get in, for
a possible scoop.

ashok_kumar@thehindu.codn
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‘The functioning of government medical college hospitals has come undle
Hiran Unnikrishnan,

(Litht) Eqquipsmenit deplayed bo cliar thee rulbbile of
thi collapded bulkding at the Governmant Medical
College Hospltal, Kottayam; (below) Navaneeth and
Mavand, children of D, Bindu, grieving aver thelr
rather's oy, VISHNU PRATHAP

Hospitals on sickbed

rhel hung heavy in the modest house

with s bare floor and unplastered

walls, Outside, a few anxbous faces

looked ugp ms Navami, 20, steppaed out,
flanked by her ageing grandmother Seethamma,
Her father, Vishruthan, sat silently on a chair
nearby, eyes brimming,

With a beavy heart, Navami bid a quiet good-
bye and walked up the flight of steps leading to
the rod, where a car waited to take her to the
Government Medical College Hospital, Kottayam,
She looked back at her house before getting into
the walting vehicle, as memaories of her mother
refused to leave their home.
al-year BSe nursing studer
heading in for surgery, Amd it s her second
tempt. The first trip was on July 1 with ber moth
er, [n Bindu, by her side. But that hospital stay
tragieally cut short. Just three duys later, on
wrning of July 3, a dilapidated bathroom
in the hospltal eollapsed. Bindu, who was
the earegiver for her daughter, was trapped un-
dier the rubsbibe, Tt tesok over twe hours to retrieve
her body. By then, she was dead,

The tragedy triggered a political frestorm as
the building had been deemed unsafe for over a
decade. Opposition parties took to the streets
pointing out that patients were foreed to use it
because of o lack of facilities, After the incident,
the bulldozer could not reach the spot on time to
rescue Bindu; they pointed out, clashing with the
palice, d ling the resignation of Kerala
Health Minister Vieena George.,

Accusations flew thick and Ffast, only to be met
with equally foreeful counterclabms. But in N
mi's he here was no appetite for blame
games, For the fumily, nothing mattered more
than the devastating truth that Bindu was no
mare,

“They all came. Minksters, party leaders, and
the District Colleetor. They consoled us and gave
I. surances. That means something, ves... but
st vs Vishruthan, his vadee heavy
wulll sorrow. Ahead of her return to the hospital,
ateam of doctors visited Navami to provide coune
seelling, The young woman, whao has already been
assessed by neurologists and orthopaedics, will
o under the knife shortly,

Disturbing questions
Amdddst the outrage and questions over adminis-
trative failures, the disturbing question that
emenges is what ails the State's famed Kerala mo-
del of health care, Questions are belng asked with
renewsd vigour about patlent safety, quality of
health-care ing infrastructure, and shortage
of manpower n government medical college hos-
pitals (MCH) across the Stave,

Public health experts fear that underinvest
ment in the infrastructine sector and Fuman re
sources is finally taking its toll. A recent social
media post of Haris Chirackal, Head of the De
partment of Urology of Thiruvananthapuram
Medical College Hospital, on the shortage of facl
ities at the hospital and the resultant sufferings of
patients had grabbed the headlines.

His post, raw with helplessness, struck a nerve
with his col es across the State, The hospital,
Keraka's first MCH, has grown well beyond its pre-
sent infrastructural and human resources availy-
hility. partments expand, new equipment
Is added yearly, but the staff strength remiins fro-
u'ninillm

i ridicubous that the cumbersome and ouwt-
daved procedures for equipm

ee

Hospltals
cannot rn on
povernment
Tunds alone
any more. We
need
functional
Atonomy
andl
sell-sustining
moclels

Echucation
In-charge.

Health Minister

Vieena Geonge

cansaling the

Harmily of ©. Bindu, §

VISHNU PRATHAR

and purchase that are generally apphied to all go-
vernment departments are brought to bear on
the MCHs too, becaisse thiese are hospitals which
run round the clock, handling o huge patient
load, For the purchase of any accessory above 21
Lakh, the file has to be cleared by the District Col-
lector, who heads the hospital development so-
ciety (HDS). Red tapism is slowing the process
and a department head will often hive to spend a
lot of time pursuing a file through various admi-
niy m ensure that it re hn.--: its
llu'

Inaiuul of golng on a spree of constructions
wse of fancy equipment, the govern-
ment should focus on the ly malntenance of
extsting bulldings, equipment, and facilitles pro-
perly to improve the quality of health-care,” he

Lopsided investment in focus

pseriira Beegum, Professor of Nuclear Medi-
eine and president of the Ke Sovernment
fon, points
sourcedntensive
fut the govern:
ment invests only in Inrr.lamluurc and ot in pe
ople. What good ks a catheterisation laboratory {a
specialised medical facility equipped with ad-
aging and monitoring echnology)
without anyone to run it round the dock?”

Departments such as Gynaecology, Ortho
paedics, and Surgery, with high patient load, ha-
wven't seen post creatlon in years. Frequent
transfers prevent doctors from investing in de
partments long term and bureaucratic hurdles
make even basic maintenance a nightmare, she
points out,
n the stopgap funding options are drying
uip. The hospital development socleties are now
eash-starved thanks o delayed relmbursements
from the Karunya Arogya Sureaksha Padhati
(KASP), the State’s flagship health insurance
scheme. The government owes public haspitals a
whopping T1,2035.59 crore as KASP reimburse
ment, sy public health experts.

Medical College Teachers” Assoc
out that healthe-care today is

scrutiny following the collapse of @
m Paul A., Mini Muringatheri, and AS.
visit the five major medical college hospitals I|1 Kerala to find out what is ailing the landmark public he

The enly source of income for the hospiial de
velopment socleties |s the mesgre user fee col
leeted for some procedures oF CT and MRI seans
from the paying eategory of patients,

"Hospitals cannot run on government funds
abone any more. We need functional autonomy
and selfsustaining models,” says KV, Vishwa-
mathan, Director of Medical Education incharge.

“Funds are never sufficient because people
loath to pay any kind of user fee, A recent propo-
sal o introduce an outpatient ticket fee of 200 was
prected with stff resistance. The HDS has to find
funes for waste management and annual mainte:

secondary I:melmm streng:

thened, Ikln.'dh.-l' colleges will keep overflowing”
The manpower crunch has hit the Alappuzha

MCH hard. The |km|e< of B0 Asslstant l’mll-cwta.

i, Im'lmling those on leave, 11:b 15 one
tie without a pay ward.

o member of HDS, says that pa-
thents have to wait up to six months for heart sur-
peries. Immediate steps should be taken to Al the
vancant posts of doctors, he says,

Hospitals overstretched

“Over 1,500 patients undergo medical treatment
daily as inpatients, which is more than the bed-
strength of 1,050 of the hospital. OTstrue
thom of the pay ward is under way, We hope to fill
the  wvacancies  soon,”  says  a hospital
administrator.

The story is musch the same in the Kozhikode
MCH. Serving five northern districts of Kerala,
the hospital handles 2,000 to 3,000 people in its
outpatient department o day. But staffing levels
remain stuck in the 1960s. Distributors of drugs
ard surgleal devices stopped thelr supplies due
o non-payment of bills at least twiee in the past
two years. Even though the supplies were res.
umed, the dues have not been completely
cleared.

At the Kottayam MCH, however, the imme-
diate concern is the future of the old buildings.
Will they be retained or razed down? A safety au-

ageing building at the Government Medical College Hospital, Kottayam.

Ith institutions

it by the Publie Works department ks under way
o deterrmine the answer,

Otfietal sourees hold that the existing block,
which collapsed, was constructed way back in
1964, "The existing building safety rules stipulate
asuthcient pathway to bring in rescue machinery
around the structure. Without a passage, an
carthmover could not be brought in time to begin
the rescue mission,” admits a top official,

e dlisngriansin
number of pathents, J
wl pancity of funds and ma
he flagship public health ins
tutlons of the State are showing signs of severe
stress, Experts suggest measures lke administra.
thve revamp, updating purchase rules,
autonomy to instutbonal heads, and fnvestment
in human resources to resusciate the sysiem.
Jose Chathukulam, a public health expert and
Director, Centre for Rural Management, Kot
iy, notes that the MCHs are grappled by an ef-
fictency crisis, rickdled with restrictive practices
and guarded by an ron shield of public affection,
“Even while the post of the Principal and the
superintendent goes to the senfors, they should
be supported by a professional team of adminis-
travors, Kerala shall radse funds to invest in infras.
tructure, health administration, and human re-
sourees in the health sectorn” he sugiests,

Everyone agrees

Minister's sta
Veena George, Mindster for Health, says the med-
ical colleges wogether received over 23,500 crore
cluring the last five years for improving the infras.
tructure, "The pertod also whtnessed upgra
thon of treatment facilities, introduction of mod-
em equipment, quality improvement in medbeal
education 1 u:ud super-specialty blocks
and d e various colleges. The MCHs
are pedsed for o bige leap in terms of quality and
high-end treatment, We are constantly steiving o
cater to the everinereasing needs of people, whe
are depending on the hospitals,” she says,

“IF the annmueal OF registration in government
haspitals, including the MCHs, was elght crore in
2015, it’s now 13.5 crone, which alone shows the
trust the people hive reposed in the MCHs,
Theugh the MCHS are considered referral hospi-
tals, a sitwation has emerged where any patient
walk in and get the required medical treat-
ment. All the MCHs are handling patients three o
four tHmes their bed capacity, This has led to an
unpleasant situatbon where people are forced to
occupy every available space in the hospitals,
The dependence of people on the public health
system has also led wa situation where private
hospltals are forced to slash thelr treatment
m)-: Ms. Vieenia,
present handling a larger number
of patients than the existing capacity of all the
MCHs taken together. [t is adding & huge load on
the system. All the major medical colleges across
the State saw development propects being imple:
mented during the past few years. Dearth of
funds is no longer an issue for the healtheare sec
tor, The government s pooling resources from all
|m-n|l:|1' sources to step up the quality of health-
" she asserts,

The solatium announced by the government
may bring some relief to Navami, who lost her
mather in the accident, Thousands of patients
such as Navami are looking up to the government
and the medical college hospitals o regain health
and bounce back to life,

AW
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Plane truth

Don't use Air India crash inferim report to assign blame

he preliminary report of the Aircraft Accident
I Investigation Bureau (AAIR) into the crash of

Air India Flight A1171 offers a chilling
finding: fuel supply to both engines was cut off three
seconds after take-off from Ahmedabad. Fuel-control
switches for each engine, which are not meant tobe
touched during flight, were found to have moved from
“Run” to “Cutoff”, effectively shutting down both
engines ata critical moment of ascent,

The simultaneous and unexplained cutoff
of fuel casts a long shadow over the tragic
incident, while also opening up several
difficult questions, The AAIB has
acknowledged the improbability of accidental
activation, as the switches are spring-loaded
and mechanically protected against
unintended movement, It has not, however,
established definitive cause or intent, Was ita
mechanical failure? Was there an inadvertent
signal from an external system? Or was there
amoment of human error under duress that
we still do not fully understand?

Further complicating the picture are
technical advisories from the past cited by the
AATH report. While the report has not
recommended “actions to Boeing 787-8"
¢ operators and makers “at this stage”,
ivdid refer to a 2018 US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) warning regarding
porential issues with the fuel control switch
locking mechanism on various Boeing
maodels. The warning came after reports that
these switches were sometimes installed
without the locking feature engaged,
porentially allowing for inadvertent
movement during flight, Thisadvisory is
relevant to the Air India crash, as the aircraft
involved, a Boeing 787-8, had the same type of
fuel control switches with the same locking
mechanism, The fact that such vulnerabilities
were known and yet not addressed through
binding regulation, raises questions about
aversight and compliance

Reactions from the aviation community
have been sharp, particularly from pilots'
associations, There is concern that the
srging from the preliminary
s appears too quick to lean on the
y of pilot error, Excerpts from the
cockpit voice recorder, particularly one
exchange where one pilot is heard asking,
“Why did you cut that off 2, have been
interpreted by some as suggestive of blame.,
But without full contextual evidence, such
fragments should not be used to cast
aspersions, especially when the pi]nll» are no
longer alive to re: H]‘J(Jlld Pilots' unions ha

|||ly l]ml L(Juc.lu ions m.lybc. drawnin
ways that shield aircraft manufacturers from
deeper scrutiny, The AAIB reportisa
preliminary document. To extrapolate blame
or motive from it is to risk undermining the
integrity of the Investigation, The final report
will hopefully be shaped by exhaustive
technical analysis, consultation with experts
and full transparency,

FROM THE VIEWSROONM,

Global manufacturing blues

—
B Baskar

ast month, amidst the

12-day Israel-Iran war and

the U5 heavy bombing of
Trean nuclear facllitles, one vieal
economic dara thar came out
about the LS slipped under the
radar, The US Bureau of Lahor
Sratisrics sald thax 4 lakh US
manufacturing jobs are lying
unfilled, This number, the Bureaw
sy, 18 lhely to go up i the Trump
administration keeps wpwith the
rhetorle of reviving US
manufacturing and relying less on
poods from abroad.

‘This crucial dara reveals a key
aspect about the LS job marker.
Lesis and less Americans are
Inuerested inworking in
mmn[murlnﬂ, Most High School

n the

Jjobsare also unlikely vobe filled by
migrant lsbour glven Trump's
moves on the immigration
This brings us to the lu
question of the furure of
manufacturing in the global
economy. A recent Isaue of The
Eeonomist magazine concluded
that the “manla for manufacruring
i not just misgaided, Iris self
defeating," The Ecomondst cover
story, evocatively titled “The
Manufacturing Delusion’,
eritical of global initiarives — by
the US, Germany, Indoneslaand
India — to revive manufactusing.
It cites India's high growth,
desplite manufacturing bein,
stuckar 15-16 per cent of GDP, 1o
prove its peint, The article says
that since 2013 manufacturing
jobs have been shrinking

ldwide, even in China, whose
Tumongous induserial eapacicy ls

Inverested In cnllege education

LINE &
LENGTH,

TCA SRINIVAS A RAGHAVAN

ecently the Press

Information Bureawof India

embarrassed ivself by

TEing GUT & Hote §a)

rndla nghe Fowrth m)::f
equal’ country in the world. As the
Brirish saying goes, “and pigs have
winga", The PIB guy who came up with
this could have looked out of his window
and seen the reality,

Simce then a lot of people have
poch-poohed this great discovery which
was culled out of a World Bank study,
The alelght of hand or mental confusion,
it's hard to say which, was hecause of
comparing income inequality with
mmump{nnequ:ﬂlry evena
like-for-like comparison would not have
made Indiaa haven of equality,

The purpose here Is not to discuss the
sratistical aspects of inequalicy. On
those a huge amount of discussion ls
already there,

Instead, | thought it might be useful
o find out who came up with the idea of
the Lovenz Curve and the Gini
Coefficlent, and whvy. It's quite an
Inreresting svory which, in a way, serves
o somewhat reduce our Blind falth in
the latter number. It indicates the
degree of Inequaliy in a soclery or
COURLYY,

Two American economists and an
ltalkan statlsticlan-cum-sociologist,
called Corrade Ginl, are responsible for
bt All three are from the rurn of the last
century.

The first of them was called Max O
1 whom the L

Useless information
has huge political utility

Like baldness, spending money is not a cure for inequality

Kooz
In 1902 Lorenz enrolled fora Phidat the
Universiry of Wisconsin-Madison,
which Is now a top class research

{rution but wasn't so

named. This curve underlies the Ginl
coefficlent, which measures what
percen wgau?fwﬂ Income In:u:nnmry

well-establishedin 1902, There his
research thesls was on wages on
American rallroads and in It he made no

foes to iple,

But guess how this Lorenz curve thing
happened. Max O wrote an
undergraduate essay, not even a paper,
in which he valked about the curve that
larer came to be named after him.

It's a rather crude measure butan
effective one. s distance from a 45
degree line onan X L‘&raph IERSUNes
Inequaliry. Bur there’s one huge problem
with It, The data has vo be rotally
complete and fully reliable.

So what you get In, say Scandinavia
where the data i close 1o perfect, isn't
what you get in Indla where the daca ls as

nd% s can be. [t s Imporzant o keep
nmind, but a majority of income
schelars don'e,

f s curve, Not very much i
Enowm about him,

I 1912 another economist/
statisrician called Wilford E King, from
the same university, immortalised
Lorenz by coming up with the name
Lovens curve,

Hindi speaking States
have a higher Gini than
maost of the non-Hindi
speaking ones. Yet,
spending more money
there has made no
difference ar all

‘The rest, as they say, is histary.
King was atopclass statisrician, He

maore data. This happened because
erlm politicians z(arm! d.emmdlng

was an early scholar of inc
Bur he wasn'talefty by any means and
was, actually, quire conservarive in his
views,

Hewas opposed to government
inzervention in the econoiny and W

'bclnu dlmlhumnih'ytm H:mk_

By the end of the 1980s it had become
amassive reposivory of all sorts of data,
including about Incomes and thelr
dJslmhanr!n. J_tlwm a Igu:al smp(lmn w0

moneary also
taxes on the ¥ich to be reduced. In other
words, his views were the opposite of

Joha Maymard Keynes,

POLITICS AND THE G1
The Lorenz curve and the Ginl
coefficlent remained where they were
for more than halfa century, Then
ralsed [ts many-splend

head and the Idea of income inequality
became a powerful talking point for
politicians, espectally of the Left who
lowve misery, as Har Hel:kfonm sang, lke
a“pigloves a pool

Sometime in the 19?ug the World
Bank reoriented ivs effores in the
direction of gathering and analysing

onul.d be used mgcnz(lfy all sorts m’
expendinure pol

Hindi speaking States have a higher
il than most of the non-Hindi
speaking ones, Yet, spending more
maney there has made no difference at
all. If anyrhing the Ginl has almost
definitely worsened. There are some
problems throwlng money at what is
furile,

Itis like baldness which helps sell all
sorts of cures for it even thou
everyone knows [t will be of no use. In
exactly the same way the Gini helps
Jusrify all sosts of political expenditures
even though everyone knows [t's a waste
of raxpayer money,

[ndia’s strategic pivot in research and innovation

The Research Development and Innovation scheme bridges the gap between laboratory research and commercial viability

—
Aditya Sinha

biotechnology, space, ocean science, and
rural rechnologies,

Yet the most important shift has come
in (Iu.\ last rwo years, The government

he story of modern ecanomic
T growth Is the story of

investment in research and
development (RELY). Berween 1820 and
2000, global GDP swrged 300-fold, and
average incomes rose thirteenfold, This

mhlmc(umoflndlan acl.cnoe The
National
Research I'humjamnn (ANRF)witha
50,000 erore outlay signals a clear
inzent research lnto

was Inseparable from the
Instirutionalisation of sclence,
protection of intellectual property, and
rise of national innovation systems.
Britaln's ascent was built on the

;\cnnrwmcgollcy ANRF's Advanced
Research Grant (ARG) scheme provides
competitive funding across Technology
R lmm h.\wlsf' RL 14 h],

1

dations of legal and

marcIL Daslymd w0

reform, The Statute of
{1624) introduced modern patcm
rights, while the Glorious

¥ Ll
and bold sclentific Inqn]ry,Al.{(‘.

(1688) secured private proj ,
Lt el P

FUNDING. Key b2 fostering RAD

bottlenecks that slowed acquisition of
high-end scientific equipment.

mnmryﬂirl‘;lshpmmﬁlmggmd
eripled, while inventions such as the
steam engine and spinning jenny
revolutlonised industry and agriculrure,
Inthe 20th century, the US took the
baton, embedding | deep into

Interventions that create predicrable
markets for iInnovarion. Funding alone is
not sufficlent. Innovators need
assurance thar thelr solutions will find
buyers, This requires proscrive
rocurement reforms that reduce risk
rmrly-smga technologies,

'[h:l'[ guarantee market sccess upon
meeting performance thresholds, and
misslon mandates that direct public

" e Innovarion for Defence
Excellence (IDEX) plarform exemplifies
this approach, by linking defence
procurensent with start-up innovatlon,
it reduces time-to-market and provides
an assured customer in the armed
forces, Expanding similar models across
sectors can crowd In pelvae RE&D, lower
adoption risk, and accelerate India's
from lab-scale research to

T parture from ut the most rransformative
i d i wn came on Julby 1, 2025, when
lon-driven | Cabinet approved the €1 lakh crore
Research ! and !
EXPENDITURE RULES (R scheme, For first time, Indla has

Equally significant are reforms in Ease of

Doing Research, Earlier, expenditure

rules inadvertently hindered REDY by
forcl " bility norms

Its state architeeture. From 195010
2000, federal R&D expenditure rarely
fiell below 2 per cent of GDP,

Indla, despite now being the world's
fourth-largest economy, has historically
underinvested In R&D, National
spending remains stuck bebow 0.7 per
cent of GDP, well behind China (2.4 per
cent), the US (3.4 per cent), and even
J!mzllf! zper mn(} Hml&wer overthe

gener
mmmme: sclentific pnwumlmm Last

ereateda financing meclmnlnm tallored
o private sector KED. The scheme

ers long-tenure, low or zero-interest
loans and equity support for sunrise
s..v:mu and straregic mchno]nglm

industrial deployment. Demand
ereation through public procurement
thus becomes a powerful lever to
convert research invesrments into
scalable, market-ready solutions,
Iisilka o mmiﬂ arahmnrlc

month, the [
comected course by nmendmg General
Financial Rules {2017},

hrm\lu and sup
Decp Ioch nm!nfhmda Iiulscimnm

in m\ml.on emaysmm ami hcgun

i |
rigidities, it must double down. No

Procurement limirs for sclentific hyprwnwlm!unr Inhigher THLs, It
goods under Rules 154 and 155 have bridges the so-called “valley of death” nation has achieved high-income status
been doubled, whllr.\mlhngfm lelmd between laboratory research and without sustained, lage-scale
‘Tender ralsed from |al viabiliry, lt red, I i in d
tsula.'khmn-\m J the Indi from apassive funderto  develop For Indi s
lce-ch di cannow bler of| Vikslt Bharat 2047 aspirations, it must

past de visible
pmgmnlnes(pandln its sclentific
ecosystem, particularly in

Global Tender
annlrleg upto L2 crore, | hese

"To sustaln momentum, financial
thrust of the R scheme must be
i dby d d-sldh

become a producer of frontier sclence,

changes 5 ding

@ BELOW THE LINE

The ministry has been gesting a “biad
press”. So, the minister and the top
bureaucrat had a closed door
meeting on shutting down “sslective
information Flow®, while identifying
same af the junior officers as
possible leak-peints,

4 possible use of POF locks and
keeping "no writen nates” of

speaks e sk an event faces.

be saicl and the advantage is 2 chief

entry I:uelr.us Butthose inthe

President T Rama Aao trading barbs

Chenna.

hat everyane aying the avera‘debate’ on the row aver the
else has spoken everythingabout the  stucy could b d waing allocation tusse with
subject and there is nathing much to panuulv.urrarkstsengaluruarrer Anchra Pradesh

Aesponding b the Chief Mirister's

sty

“iihatever (Chil riaion erlue(\
Maidu ji spoke in English | can speak
the same in Hindi," Fadnans said,

Bergaluryis rep Iy ofering
Better slaries for entry-level jobs
compared ta Chennal since the cost

challenge, KTR arrived at the Press
Clubwith 2 large delegation aof party
leaders and workers, and even

hawe bieen cutined as possible

tes. evoking app

laughter from

af liing is g
capial, particularty concerning
Ficasing, & kbl bird says the salary,

d for the Chief
Minister shauld he decide to grace
the occasian KTR fayed Reddy, wha

and getring Inmh]&lmpul.dwhl(o aﬂcnumcdh(he PDF locks are the key salutions. Inreality, Fadnavis spesch was nota en for a midde-level emplayee, is was campingin Dethi, for backing cut
collar jobs, Also, | pani lon of many parts The buzz in bureaucratic circles is Last word copy af Kinjarapu Ramenahan Iawer in Chennai compared with afthe debee.
cannot hire High School graduates  of the warld, Also, manufacruring that a minister and his secretary are s head of State goverrement, a chief Maidy's spesch; he gavea progress ather ciies On his return, Reddy respended in
:mden loy them on the shop jobs have become mare at getting sang 8.t the two minister & ofter the kst person to report on prajectsin h h an eye on
,f' dand & lsed and dat a bic event. Speakingaea  Maharashera, e Seal by el S Bresident K
Us I'rcsldenrl.lomld Trump's Y coml ngback to the US, if the facs afit Necenny.ln: €i n ¥ et year? Chandrasekhar Rac's farmhouse far
cuts in training programmes for Americans are reluctant to return bureaucrat was found ling, ks Friday, A jab search webisite recently ‘Water debate the debate. The political stalemate
blue-collar workers isn't making tothe shop floos, can select circlesabout selective Chief b . kof continues, with both sides waiting
Ilfamg)lfar s i be revived without “infarmation leak” on crugal " rel inthe country. &t said Hyderaba, with Chief Minister A fior a cebate that wil likely never
“These vacant manufacturing miigrant kabour? meetings disadvantages that a speaker who Chennai offers the best salary for Aevanth Reddy and BRS Werking happen, Our Bureaus
R Aara . T O PRE 64 5.7, CWO Ideiral Crvphes, Wbl haga Piv i (T
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

LEND A HAND

There are at least three reasons why India should consider
stepping up its funding of Mexico-based CIMMYT

HE MEXICO-HEADQUARTEREL 1 Wheat
G:nm'-’CIMMm s_mnny'lmus wlth Norman Borlaug, thc “father of the
from India. Thi

DunaldTrump administration has shut down the US Agency for International
Dm]upml:nt which provided 383 million out of CIMMYT s total 3211 m|l||cm revenue

rese and |

crops. CIMMYT basically void left by the LS that, un-

derPresient Trump, has hioforign policy:tnolonger sees
value in cultivating soft power or projecting a positive image of | 15 om th

There are at least three reasons why India should consider stepping upits funding of CIM-

MYT, or even the Philippines-based Rice Research
'I'Jn:flrst lsthanhc mun:ythcscurgamsatlansmqulmlsn tall that big. A country with
fficial f afford more than the $0.8 million and

!1&3 ITII]|)DI'I that it gave to GI\-‘IM‘tTan:I IRRI rl:spn:nw:ly in 2024. The second is the in-
iprolethat Indiaisincreas-
ingly taking within the Glohal South and given tl\at itis also acting as a bridge with the

his create

Drawing al
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WORDLY WISE
THERE IS NO FORCE MORE POWERFUL THAN A
WOMAN DETERMINED TO RISE. —WEB Dusons

Hague ruling on Indus Waters Treaty revives legal
debate. But trust cannot flow when terror does

ine in water

SYED AKBARUDDIN

RIVERS OBEY GRAVITY, not flags. Yet, as the
snow-fed waters of the Indus system flow
silently across borders, the roar of geopoli-
tics now echoes louder than ever. The sup-
plemental award of the Court of Arbitration
in The Hague on June 27 has again tumed
attention to the simmering challenges con-
fronting the Indus Waters Treaty.

The tribunal rejected India's suspension
of the Treaty and reaffirmed its jurisdiction
despite India's absence from the proceed-
ings. India responded swiftly. It called the
llegal, the proceedings irrelevant,
iterated that the Treaty stands in
abeyance until Pakistan abjures cross-
border terrorism.

The simmering dispute over the Indus
‘Waters Treaty is not just about water. It is
about sovereignty, security, and a Treaty
that has withstood conflicts for over six
decades but now strains under the pres-
sures of asymmetric warfare. The question

The Hague tribunal’s award
may be procedurally valid. Tt
reflects the logic of legal
permanence. Pakistan,

pruLLLdmu,:. argued that

over interpretation
shuull] be addressed legally
and stated that India’s

e irami fThird, India e India is not only legal Itis strategic,
iomns that a rolein hlrmnrrlf hip-to-mouth too. What happens when a peace agree-
ms:li—sujl'lumt,llmsurp]us.m ioe, But the c is o grow TOPS ment becomes a shield for a party that
using less water ingt to risimg salin- Wages proxy wal? What happens when
ity and other abiotic stresse fior tomorrow's cli icimper- rivers toir fields begin to flood
bapivad AN, apaint feed 17 billion bm'rlf:fl:m{.vmq?rtIM? brokered by th which initiated the
; ; ; Indus Waters the
by 2060. = to. s more animal productsWithis- g papein mso.m'?gu:dasam:ympn
ing incomes, th r it as feed — and now al fuel ill cnly E0Up. of coop y. It partiti the
Butit's notonly CIMMYT and IRRI. Ind i i rivers of the Indus basin between India and
agricultural research sysu:m that hassuﬂrmd from a lack of resources {too litte money Pakistan, granting India full rights over the
spread ac The G pastermn 1se of the western
e its sticress as i o Borlaug as to MS Swaminathan, the Indian Agricultural ones. Despite wars and

Research Insti hi| ||st|:'rlllw:r
‘on scientific opinion and what manded. Contrast present pro-
crastination, whether ialisation of genetically modified crops or allowing
under-pricing of fertilisers, water and electricity. The Indian farmer today faces practical
problems that only science and applied research, not subsidies, can address.

MOM’S NOT THE WORD

IIT-Kharagpur must ensure that its ‘Campus Mothers' proposal
onmental health is not sheathed in stereotype
N UNRELENTING ACADEMIC culture, the isolation of hyper-competitive
emvironments and a system Ful:llcd by ambition that has little room for

who could

the Treaty endured because itinsulated wa-
ter from politics. But terrorism has no insu-
lation. And India, bleeding from attacks
launched across the very rivers it shares,
reached the limits of forbearance.

The Hague tribunal's award may be pro-
cedural by valid. It reflects the logic of legal per-
manence. Pakistan, which initiated the pro-
crrdiw. argued that disputes over

The Treaty, thl: palﬂcundudnd cannot be
and jurisdiction, once

triggered, cannot be undone by later events.

was unjustified.
The Treaty, the panel
concluded, cannot I)e

1 unil Iy, and

But the law cannot be blind to context.
India did not act lightly. It placed the Treaty
in abeyance after Pakistan-based terrorists
killed dowzens of Indians in a brazen attack in
Pahalgam on April 22. When blood stains
the snow of the Pir Panjal, the abstractions
of international law ring hollow.

India has not cut off water or violated
Pakistan's share. Instead, it has frozen the
instruments of cooperation as a wake-up
call. The message is stark: Treaties are
built on trust, and trust cannot flow when
terror does.

‘Water is often called the last soft com-
maogity, it

becomes a lasting advantage or an endur-
ing grievance.

India's choice must blend firmness with
foresight. India should expand its infra-
structure and fully utilise both its entitled
share of the eastemn rivers and its permis-
sible use of the western ones under the
Treaty. It must do so with transparency, pre-
cision, and speed.

At the same time, India should craft a
diplomatic path that links re-engagement
to Pakistan's demonstrable action on terror.
This is not a compromise. It is conditional
Justice. If Pakistan wants the benefits of the

remain above politics. But Pakistan poli
cised water by sheltering groups that tar-
et Indian soldiers and civilians. India's de-
cision to place the Treaty in abeyance is not
wvengeance. It is a consequence.

The old order of water- shann.g insu-

ystem, it must ter-
roT as a tool,

India must also speak to the world with
clarity. It is not undermining peace. It is de-
manding that peace be real. It is not hold-
ing water hostage. It is refusing to be
sttagcw hypocrisy. If the international

politics, i un- wishes to preserve the Indus
changed. As India p]ans Fnl the future, it wam; Treaty, it must ensure Pahstan lul-
faces a range of strategic c the l']s its ohligations. That includes

ing violence under the cover of

purely legal. It can continue ntting ar-
bitration to dery it legitimacy. It can with-
draw from the Treaty entirely, though this
carries risks. It might also madmise its le-
£al entitlements, including the neutral ex-
pert’s forthcoming decision, and use struc-
tural advantages to pressure Pakistan
‘without breaching the agreement. Another
path s to offer conditional cooperation, us-
ing upstream geography as leverage, if
Pakistan meets clear and verifiable condi-
tions. A more cautious approach would in-
wolve keeping technical channels open
‘while political tensions persist. Each course
a careful balance of resolve and

[L\r]ﬁdlchull onee triggered,
cannot be undone by later
events. But the law cannot
be blind to context. India
did not act lightly. Tt placed
the Treaty in abeyance after
Pakistan-based terrorists
killed dozens of Indians.

restraint that matches the stakes.
‘Otherriver basins offer cautionary tales.
In the past, Egypt has threatened to use
force over Ethiopia's Grand Renaissance
Dam. Thailand and Vietnam often com-
plain about China's control of the Mekong.
These flashpoints offer ample proof that
there are nooutright winners, While geog-
raphy sets the opening bid, legitimacy and
transparency determine whether power

cooperative agrecments.

The Indus i= a lifeline. For Pakistan, yes.
But also for India, not just as a source of wa-
ter, but as a symbaol of resilience, restraint,
and rights. India’s policy must reflect that
duality. It must be hard-headed in execu-
tion but dear-eyed in intention. it must sig-
nal that peace is not weakness and justice is
not optional.

In the end, regardless of choices, the
Indus and its tributaries will flow. The ques-
tion is whether the nations they nourish
will choose harmony over hostility. India
has drawm its line. Now, Pakistan must de-
cide whether to treat the Indus system as

' o allow oime tor-
rents of tension. By choosing a firm but just
path, India can prove that strength and re-
sponsibility can still flow together.

The writer is former permanent
representative of Indio to the United
Nations, and dean, Knutilva School of Public
Policy, Hyderabod

‘outliers — across India’s premier i f higher eds the men-
tal-h tragic inawideni Fstusdent
distress. Against this backdrop, rMI)dlan]nstnutruchdumlngy-’lm lﬂuragpul‘s pro-
pusalmlamu:ha“CamwsMcﬂm initiative:
the residing both faculty and non-

asar

Ith crisis

Ity, to provide infi
. However, its
framing — the troubling tendency to offlead responsibility and caregiving on women —
raises concerns about gender stereotyping and carries the risk of substituting deeper,
maore difficult structural reforms with symbolu:g:smrrs.

FROM REMEMBRANCE 10O RESOIVE

Forty years after Kanishka bombing, India stands firm in war on terror

(GURVEER SINGH BRAR

STANDING BY THE wind swept shares of

Ahakista in Ireland, where the debris of Air
India Flight 182 fell on June 23, 1985, 1 felt the
‘wieight of history and humanity comerge.
The Kanishka bombing, which stole 329 in-
nocent lives, is not just a chapter in aviation
hlsmry' itis a solemn reminder of how ter-
families, communities,

Tollsl:ll‘dl.'"' within elite
tudent In2025 alone,
S icides. InMay,a 10-member was setup
for adetailed i way tointroduce Al-based support tools;
ise. These be ded, not eclipsed by that with
instinct ignati ‘campus mathers”, it
thrusts a di i campus, often already balanc-
i 4 e - Indnations ke,
as an additional layer of social i to buttress fiormal mental-health ices. But

mental-health assistance is not a matter of intuition or goodwill. Rooted in the complica-

tions of gender, dass, caste, Ianguagc and ||:I|:nt|ry 1t requines pmlcmlal tmnmf, tﬂncal
iy, and dearin:

ties. Even with the best intention, informal

This year we marked the 40th anniver-
saryof this tragedy in Ahakista. | was part of
an official Indian delegation led by Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, supported seamlesshy
by the Ministry of External Affairs. This was
to not merely ohserve a date, but to reaffirm

ism, or breaches of trust. What the fraught journey of young adults trying to come to terms

with their distress needs isa safe, confidential space tounpack their raumas.
Thls is not to say that community support within campuses is unimportant.
canbullcltrmr especially for first-gen-

ou Indi
nourits people, no matter how far they are or
how many years have passed, and will con-
tinue to seek justice until it is delivered.
As]stood before the mrmunal wan:lurlg

alocal Irish resi plac

eration i the their own Amore inch

ful moded that invites faculty, staff and residents of all genders to serve as trained “cam-

pus mcmnls h:n'lnsranoc would reflect the span otcmpathy equality, and shared
It

and send

come
out the message that nurturance is not a woman' EJDb alone; that kindness, and emo-
tional i univiersal has begunthe
comversation. It must now deepen it.

not ger IIT-

FrEEZE FRAME EP Unny

plague, 1 was reminded that the power of
shared grief transcends borders, uming re-
membrance into a bridge of empathy be-
twieen nations. It was deeply moving to see
how Ireland, despite not having a single cit-
izen on that flight, built and continues to

maintain this memorial. It is a reminder of

the collective responsibility we share in
standing against termorism.

Durmg the r:mnmcmoratlun Ireland’s
Prime Minister Mic ribed the
Kanishka hnmbmg as a "cruel and horrific”
actof terror, ing us that "the:

hubhanshu Shukta,

Shubman Gill, ...
Best to talk about

Shub K88l intead of Amiit Kaa.

of time does not dim the scale of this loss™
Hiswords reflected howr this tragedy has fos-
tered a deepened bond between India,

As Minister Puri aptly stated

during the commemoration,

the Kanishka hmnhmg“ as
"acrime against | ity".

Ireland, and Canada in the collective fight
against terrorism. Echoing this sentiment,
‘Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney de-
scribed the Adr India bombing as “the dead-
liest terrorist attack in our country's history”,
reaffirming Canada's commitment to stand
firmly against viokent extremism.

The Kanishka bombing was not an acci-
dent buta deliberate actof terrorism, carried

India vision of Prime Minister Marendra
Madi, we remain steadfast in our commit-
ment to treating terrorism as an act of war
on humanity and leading with clarity and
courage in dismantling its networks wher-
ever they exist. The recent terror attack in
Pahalgam serves as a stark reminder of the
urgency of unified global action.

The delegation to Ireland, with itsstrong
Slkh i 1, was 3 tothe

out by extremist elements. It is a si
moment that Canada’s i © AgeNCy,

OmImL-

SIS, now publicly recognises Canada-based
Khalistani extremnism as a real and growing
national security threat and not merely a for-
eign concern. This acknowledgment aligns
‘with India's longstanding position that ter-
rorism must be confronted with unwaver-
ing resolve, wherever it arises. As Canada's
UM envoy Bob Rae stated at the memarial,

luty [} Indla‘s smmgth umity, and culture of

“sewa”. Sikhism has always stood for
courage, equality, and service to humanity -
- from langars feeding millions globally, to
serving in our armed forces, where Sikhs
form over 12 per cent of the personnel de-
spite being less than 2 per cent of the popu-
lation, and leading humanitarian efforts

e T . .

This CONVErgende of voices
and acknowledgments
strengthens India’s call for
global cooperation to
dismantle terror networks
and eliminate the support
systems that sustain
extremist violence. It
transformed our presence in
Ahakista from a solemn
tribute to a clear stand for
global justice and a shared
commitment to preventing
such tragedies in the future.

“Canacti that

placed in Canada, and this act of terror must
beetched drcply]nn:l Canadlan Iumy HJE

the name of Sikhism do not represent the
spirit d a l:nmlmlnlty that has always cho-

of nati intoa

call for accountability and collective action.

As Mimister Puri aptly stated during the
o, the Kani i

I
“acrime against humanity”. This comergence
of voices and acknowledgments strengthen

division,

As we move lnmal\:l.wc carry within us
the vision of a New India — an India that is
resilient, compassionate, and committed to
peace, echoing the words of PM Modi that
“India will not tderate terrorism, and will not
spare those who support tclmr " The re-

eaf K

te terror
systems that sustain extremist violence, [t
transfiormed our presence in Ahakista fromo

toaclearstand for global j
such tragedies in the future.
s India moves forward under the New

ofthe
cost of silence and inaction, urging us to
transform memory into resohee and tobuild

ensuring such tragedies are never repeated.

Thewriterisa BJP MLA from
Sadulshahar, Rajosthan

Jury 14,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

BLACK BOXES IN INDIA
THEBLACK BOXES of heill-fated “Kanishka™

likely to be
Atomic Research Centre {BARC) or the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research [TIFR) for
analysis. The bo is in the safe custody of the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation. Both the
BARC and TIFR had sophisticated computers
todecode inthe cock-

pitvoice and digital flight data recorder.

SRI LANKA TALKS

THE DIALOGLIE BETWEEN the SriLanka gov-
ernment and its minority Tamils battling for

epaper. nnduamxmmm Bl B

gn:ahu autonomnmy was kept alive as the first

T‘- resume
on fusgust 12. Tthn lanlungwcmmmms
expect upfresh

lution of powers to meet the aumnnmy de-
mand when the talks resume.

NO HARSH MEASURES

PRIMEMWISI'ERRI’\JNGandIumnEICM
that there

icy movw and he was in Eavour of settlement
ufa]l issues through negotiations . The PM

that he would impose an emergency.

UnION CARBIDE SUED

ATOTALOF 21,477 Indians were named in
a new personal injury lawsuit, filed in a
Federal court against the Union Carbide
Corporation concerning the 1984 leak of a
tmic zas in Bhopal. Melvin Belli, the first US
lawyer to file a suit after the accident in
India on December 3 that killed about 2,500
people and injured 200,000 represents
nearly 25,000 Indians in bwo separate law-
suits. The suit asks $15 billion in damages

thatat athispre

o the victims and to punish

conference in Delhi arin the past said

the company for
Al n |

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Proxies & missiles aren't enough

ForIran to transition from a reactive regional disruptor to a true strategic actor,
it needs to reinvest in conventional power

SYED ATA HASNAIN

IN APRIL 2024, as Iranian missiles rained
down across Israel and many were inter-
cepted mid-air, analysts arsund the world
took note of the sheer scabe of Iran's hallistic
reach, Many seasoned military minds could
easily note what didn't happen — there was
no Iranian * alrpuw.- ;pcak ol Not a sin-
o attermipt wa;mﬂchsuppmm Israeh de-
fences through alr dominance, and not one
smlc altered the course of events. The long-
inlran'sf

= amissile-rich, air force-poor doctrine =
s laid bare, This was, surprisingly, decades
in the making. It's the reality of war that is
making this dawn on us,

I recall with clarity that in 1992, as some-
onewho regularly tracked military develop-
ments, | closely monitored ran's acquisition
of North Korean Hwasong-5 and 6 missiles
and the building of the architecture of Iran's
burgeoning roclet programme. At that time,
too, our assessment was blunt — without a
matching air force, Iran could not hope to
counter lsrael in any meaningfl way. There
wiits —and still s — nevshared kand bordler, Yet,
aset of strong conventional armed !uru-;—

diplomatic costs and technical dependency.
This never applied to Pakdstan, although ane
«can presume that iF the Soviet invasion of
AMghanistan had not taken place in 197% and
Paleistan had not acquired the status of a LS
frontline state, its fate, too, may have been
similar, As Late as 201

hr Russian Su
i

arfry, air force and air defence —

ative, besides the maritime force, What mat-

tered was the ability to deliver precision
ikes from the air both tod d

P
ish, while adequately defending the airspace,
Even then, it was evident that Iran was bet-
ting on the wrong harse.

Iran's defence posture since the 19905 has
bcmﬂmdlc-sﬂwhad-mcdstmepcbsr

and more by instinstional interests — espe-

clalty those of the lslimic Rnwlunnaqrcuml

Scmnd.lim wils amw.-mvﬂnwtradc-
alf, which probably applies more to any air
force. Amadem air force is expensive, not just
to by but to sustain, Pilots must be trained,
platforms upgraded, and supply chains se-
cured, In contrast, missihe systems — especially
thiase based on solid fuel and deployed from
uncberground silos — offer lower operating
costs, groater um‘wlablllty.am rapid mL;aII.'ga-

Corps (IRGC). Themcc 5 y g

ey ledtoa ductmalpmﬁ:mmch asymmet

Toralrcraft mamifacturing ofthermodern kind
" L lealmoant ihile chalieru. Missll
mllbcmmﬂwdaﬂmnﬂmumd
WS

rictools — missiles, drones,
Thlswas drm:nhylsfac] s dummnce ul'the

East and the n:putahun gamcd From major

critical acquisition. It allowed Iran to target
Israd and the cull’wlth ballistic mlssllcs!ur
thefirst time, Chi Tect
Chi

victories against A onal armed
forees, It bed to lran choosing to become the
word's foremost practitioner of hybrid and
rey-zone warfare, from Lebanon to ﬁ:mm.
Syria to Gaza. Its missile arsenal

Itanhuddllsuv\mprnductlunllnes upﬂ:!dﬂy
for the Fateh- 110, Zolfaghar, and laber systems.
‘Without these two sources, bran's missile pro-
gramme I likehy have ined a tacti

from I;._;s_ﬂmd\uarlantshupmslun-mllm

batlefield disruptors, But its air force < still
operating pre- 1979 US-made aircralt [ike the
F-4 and F- 14 — remained frozen in time,
‘Why did Iran, despite close defence ties
with Russia and access to Chinese systems,
Fail toymadernise its comentional lum-;?The
answers lie ina mix of structural and d

cal artillery force, not the strategic arsenal it
wields today. For a regime obsessed with
strategic messaging and revolutionary self-
preservation, massiles were the attraction, es-
pcmlly bccauscthn: .'\rab nations had in-

omventi i Eailed.

Missiles and rockets also ensured a quasi-
muld-imntcapanllmhlumsum ather Arab

nal blind spots.
Ferst, sanctions and isol ation played their

Thire, and perhaps most Impurtanl. wias
strategic cubture, The all-povwerful IRGC prob-

part. Western arms after the
Revolution, followed by UN Security Councl
restrictions, effectively barred major trans-
fers of combat aircraft. Even friendly suppli-
s like Russia and China hesitated, fearing

K

tHom as o its regonal

A revolutionary guard corps
is an excellent mechanism for
regime protection, internal
security, and ideological
enforeement. But when war
calls for black-and-white
outeomes — dominance, not
deterrence — only
conventional forees can

C R Sasthaimar

silience, while m:;lcctlngits W CONVEN-
ional bal Ml of tiviein

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“Awhkward guestions remain over the implementation of the Starmer Macron

Channel crossings deal

= THE GUARDIAN

Not so
beautiful bill

Its implications for low-income
households and green economy
shroud its positive effects

SURANJALI TANDON

PRESIDENT DOMALD TRUMI™S initiation
at the White House was a promise con-
trary to the new world vision of stable
diplomatic ties, greener economies, free
trade and reversing decades of tax cuts.
;..' ki a jotirrey o "mak

in", Trum, iled the One B

ure could be i1l thought-out, as the
American shale industry is at the mercy
of OPEC.

Tomake America great again®, Tramp
advocated recklessly for inward-looking
policies such as tanfT hilkes, tases on remit-
tances and immigration control, all of
which are attempts to negotiate trade
deals bilaterally. This incledes the retreat
from the global tax deal while getting
countries like India and Canada to stall
their cf‘falswapw adng:ta] SErVices tax,
The apply addi L income
taxes on paymrnls made to persons of a
Ju:lsdlm‘una plying “unfair foreign taxes”

such as a digital services tax or top-up
tm's on payiments taxed less than the

e mp. it
Be aunrul Bill (OBBB). The Bill quickly
turned friends into foes, not least among
podicy experts, who dread the Lirge fiscal
costs, The OBBB, now passed by both
heowses of Congress and soon to be a real-
ity, proposes to raise the debt ceiling as
wiell as extend tax cuts and deductions in-
troduced by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
2017, which ane set to expire this year. The

proposed tax cuts come at the cost of

their conflicts, ﬂghumﬁaslm’s [roies, con-
vincing the IRGC that its decision was right.
Fighting through proxies was smart, but it
wiks never going bo be decisive. It could bleed
enemies, not break them., That is the bane of
asymmetric proxy war.

The events of 2024-25 shiiild foree a re-
wiew inTehran, lran's adversaries — especially
Iseael — hawe mastered the art of integrated
deterrence: Layered missile defence, elec-
tronic warlare, and unmatched airpower,

A revolutionary guard corps is an excel-
Irntrm:hamnnrumgjmmmlnn Imr—
nal security, and iceok
when war calls for black-and-white uut-
comes — dominance, not deterrence — only
comentional faroes can deliver. Air power re-
mains the centre of gravity in anmy future con-
fict, especialtyin the Middle East, where ter-
rain and geography demand long-reach
precision and rapid mobility.

Perhaps now, more than three decades af-
ter it first chose rockets over wings, lran will
revisit that decision. The conflict dynamibes
hm dmy:d.hmhr n:ndammhllruth has

nuu!y det uanunn

rate — are clever negoti-
ation lactlcstha.rsecmlopayul’fmklng:l
for largge LIS

Caught in the fire is rhe Federal
Reserve, which has adopted a wait-and-
watch approach, The tariff, if carried
through, can set off infllationary effects
that may transmit slowly and may be ex-
acerbated where international oil prices
spike again if termpers Mare in West Asia,
As the world watches the US manoeuvre

1, the food stamps p
and energy tax credits, all of which are ex-
pected to shrink, The Committee for a
Responsible  Federal  Budger, a
Washi '} d prafit, il

that the tax changes, if lrcmpu:ary. will
cost $3.4 trillion in primary dcﬁclumr
the next decade and add $4.1 trills

through i | political and do-
mestic economic headwinds, there is no
doubst that US debt is expected to rise,
more so if defence budgets are to grow,
But is the world willing to hold this debe?
The US-Iran conflict has further conva-
luted dlpdumatlrtlrsln the region and has

current debt. In sharp contrast, the Joint

Committes on Taxation, at the request of

the Senate GOP, has pegged the costs ata
far lower $442 billion, This is mainly ar-
rived at through innovative acoounting.
Under all estimates, the Bill seems set
to deliver a positive macroeconomic im-
pact, although lhc optimism gets pared

bt what this may
mean for the future, If political stress
Nares, central hanks will have to resume
an attentive position. If that be the case,
thie LIS will also have to rethink its borrow-
ing plans and tax cuts. The yield of the 10-
year US treasury is among the highest in
its S&P rating class, and with the recent
Mooy sratlngcm thequrmn Is:rn can
barrow addith A

down when considering the implications
of these measures for low-income house-
halds and the future of the green econ-
army, The Joint Committee on Taxation es-
timates that the resources available o
households in the lowest decile will de-
crease, whereas those for the top decile
will increase. The reduction of taxes on
overtime work and tips through 2008 is
meant to ensure inclusivity, Yet this is
qua:c msu;n:ncant i comparison to the
tof other tax measu res.

it |I'ﬂl
ity th 18 by

Noar

w&thTmmp samrancrlharnmmca
| vy, th of tax

shift from the permissive environment it ex-
ploited earkier, Iran's strategic choice to privi-
lege proxies and missiles has reached its up-
per imit. lsrael is not its onby adversan: Despite
Chinese effors at rapprochement with Saudi
Arabia, the stramglc competition in the Gulf

deliver. Air power the
centre of gravity in any future
conflict, especially in the
Middle East, where terrain

Iis influence on lran's foreign policy ensured
that Tehran imeested in Hezbollah's arsenal,
the Houthis' reach and Iragi militias' re-

. i el |
and geog ! long:
reach precision and

rapid mobility.

Ut o true strategic
actor it must mlnu\-g In:unw:mmnl powet.

benefits to the clean energy sector is
hardly a surprise. The ORER is set to close
the existing cummcrcla] and consumer

Act{IRALThe ohsulncm:cuilhc mieas-

pause on interest rate reductions wuukl
raise the costs of borrowing. In spite of the
elevated interest rates that pose adomes-
tie fiscal problerm, a third of LIS treasuries
ane held abroad and are largely with Japan,
China and the UK. The willingness of these
countries to buy the T-bills will also de-
termine the US's prospects of delivering
tax cuts. Given that the US is no longer
playing a reliable arbiter, with palicy
driven by temperament, the currency of
its povernment securities may not be un-
alfected, The promised return of eco-
nomic glory may be delayed for the US,
and for now, the beauty of the bill may
only lie in the eye of the beholder.

The writer is associate prafessor, NIPFP

Only
ity — and rhetoric with reach,

The writer is a farmer corps commuander of
the Srinagar-based 15 Corps and member,
| D hari
Manager
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What CUET’s critics overlook

System is evolving with each cycle toward amore inclusive admission process

MAMIDALA JAGADESH KUMAR

LET'S TAKE A closer look at the pelicy ra-
tionale hchmd:hem:mdmtmn uFCUEr A
handful of elite schools d i the in-

out. It is whether future graduates reflect a
s)lsh:mlhal trulyvalucs inclusbon,

take at DU in yesteryears. Students from
under-resourced hoards and rural schools
were Iucheduut.mhmmr:lmy were less

g the anxiety caused by

pirants navigating multipbe subject com-
binations. The system is evalving with each
eyele toward A mare responsive and inclu-

shifting dates and delayed admissions is
fair. However, in the context of large-scale
national exams, occasional rescheduling is

capable but boart
amore conservative evaluation, CUET, de-
spite its growing pains, attempts to correct
that imbalance,

The elaim of 5,000 empty seats Inayw

partof | reality. Rather than dis-
rupting Delhi University's academic calen-
dar, CUET is gradually introducing a unified
timeline — something DU has long needed
aﬁu:rmrs of calendar drift, delayed results,

st {sing, With CUETs strusc y
tem, students now navigate a wider array
of cholces across top central universities,
which naturally shifts how seats fill up and
leaves some spots open in certain colleges,
When CUET was introduced in 2022, it was-
n'ta knee-jerk response, but a step aligned
withthe National Education Policy 2020 vi-
sbon, Concerns around coaching and prosy
schools merit serious attention, but the
Blame cannot be laid at CUET's doorstep
alone, The coaching culture in India has pre-
dated CUET for decades, CUET has disnipted
this space by designing a test that aligns
closely with the NCERT curriculum, mak-
ing it less dependent on external coaching,
CUET doesn'tdismanthe the federal char-
acter as claimed by the eritics — it recali-
brates it, By including regional languages,
CUET decentralises access while maintain-
ing a commen evaluative baseline, While
early hicoups are inevitable, these challenges

sive admission process. i 20 per
cent extra !luﬂtﬂl! o DU was a step re-

quired to make sure no deserving student
missed admission, Critics overloak the fact

did not imeent these constraints. The idea
that CUET is tilted toward CBSE docsn't
hold up to closer seruting, CUET has sub-
Jject-specific choices aligned to multiple
state syllabi, multilingual papers, and an
expanding network of test centres, CUET s
evolving into a more inclusive system,

synchronised. By mal::ng admll;;l‘;:;; F::II
lowing a national timeline, CUET provides
an opportunity for academic mobility and

g the dip in female participa-
tion in DU entirely to CUET oversimplifies
the issue. If paired with clear information
campaigns in aspirational districts, CUET
can still become a powerful bridge for

from small towns to access

A planning. cl'l‘nclcnt n:hcduling.
“Mop-up” rounds, f 54 sign Ci linedue toa
of systern failure, actually recognise the lac:k otdas:ruum space lum:pmmcntw'th
real-life messiness of student choices il such

adolescents navigating high-stakes deci-
sions deserve second chances, not rigid
deadlines. As for the science streams, the
real question is whether undergrad uate
sehence education has kept pace with stu-
dent ambition: CUET may streamline ac-
cess, but revitalising these disciplines calls
for better labs, inspired teaching, and fresh
eurrbeular thinking. Some say CUET is driv-
ingg students toward private universities,
Perhaps a few students are making that
shift. A truly strong public university sys-
tem won't collapse under this competi-
tion, It will adapt, invest, and elevate the
learning experience.
hening NTA's foundati

investing in bct:cr exam tn:IL harmunls
ing and

apen the door to real i
a5 more test centres in rcmuh: areas and tai-
The

udents

s
accurate measure wort't be this year's roll-

a bad thing. The previous U system priv-
ileged a few with high board marks. Now,
students from rural areas, tribal-domi-
nated districts and government schools can
aceess the same opportunity pool with a
national entrance test, The very idea of a
“normative” calendar, "normative” work-
Ioad, or “normative” admissions model is
being challenged, and fghtly so. Teaching
roles will need redefinition. Technology
will have to become an ally. CUET isn't the
problem, It's the mirror revealing all the
things we've long postponed fixing.

CLET challenges outdated assumptions
that all Class X1l marks carry equal weight,
It exposes hidden disparities and makes
space for a mone level field, Clubs, cultural
fests, and co-curricular activities are inte-

universities, 1314m;uam:s and lakhs of as-

f EE u

such  cireleofa o8 dents. Callin; cuna g;al:uthrunl\rrslrycx rience, However,
disruption werloui:s the magnitude of  their functiening has always had to navi-
whatit's s more than 250 te scheduling challenges, faculty avail-

2
ability, and examination pressures, CLET

oun
:Indla s leading universities, CUET has not
become atool of over-centralisation, Itis a
shared national benchmark with space for
regional languages and subject Aexibility,
The |dea wof nu:mall s:l\; board scores
.Tho.'r e is
that ro formula has truly level)
systems across the more than 60 boards,
each with its swn curriculum design, mark-
ing leniency, and internal politics.

NTA is honestly confronting the paper
leak allegations and logistical hiccups, It is
working on safeguarding exam integrity.
Serapping CUET due to initial hiceups would
be like ahandoning a national highway be-
cause the first few kilometres were uneven,
CUET isn't just an exam; it's a shift from
fragmented access to national inclusion. It
might talee a few years to settle. But can we
#0 back to a system that hid its exclusions
behind the mask of Class X1 scores?

The writer is former chairman, UGC and
Former VC, INLE Views are personal

spaper,indlanaxpraw .. .

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LITERARY GIANT
THIS REFERS TO the article 'Go, gently
into the night’ (1E, July 113.C M Naim
was an internationally acelaimed man
of letters who gave his life to Urdu lit-
erature, language, translation and his-
tory, He distinguished himself by
translating into English the biogra-
phies of great Del hi poets like Mir Tagi
Mir and Ghalib, He also did pioneer-
ing work on the hitherto unexplored
territory of Urdu erime fiction, bring-
ing tavthe forefront the long-forgotten
wiriters of the genre. A trip to Palestine
in 1989 familiarised him with the
ground realities there aboutwhich he
wrote fearl essly with his characteris-
tic candour,

S H Quad, Blkaner

FIX ACCOUNTABILITY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'A bricge
falls' (1E, July 1), Building roads, dams,
tunnels and bridges is important for
creating infrastructure but their reg-
ular maintenance and inspection
should be of utmost priority. The re-
cent bridge collapse in Vadodara
showeased the lackadaisical approach
of the government in maintaining old
brricges, thus leading to the boss of pre-
cious human lives, Studies revealing
that 2,130 bridges collapsed in the last
four decades is indicative of the lack
of aceountability and sheer govern-
nt negligence.
Amandeep Balns, 5o

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A
bridge falls’ (IE, July 11} Politicians,
bureaucrats, engineers, and the
officials who approved the quality of
the bridge are all equally responsible
for  this  tragedy., A state
like Gujarat witnessing such mishaps
with alarming frequency is very
unfortunate, Public safety has
taken a backseat, Having massive am-
bitions to create world class infra-
structure is good but not at the cost

of quality, especially when the lives
of citizens are at stake.
Bal Govind, Naidi

BALL IN EC'S COURT
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Listen to
the court’ (1E, July 12). The Supreme
Court has given an opening to the
Election Commission to go about the re-
vision of the electoral roll in the correct
way by asking it to consider Aadhaar,
elector photo identity card and ration
«card as proof for water registration. The
EC should not miss the opportunity for
course commection and make the *special
intensive revision” people-friendly, All
the 11 documents listed by the ECinits
June 24 natification are meant to prove
identity ane not citizenship. As such, the
EC cannot say that the Aadhar is only a
docurment for identity verification and
not proof of ctizenship. The BC cannot
hold that Aadhar, a document that is
considered basic for getting other docu-
mrnts,lsunamptahlc whuk- “dqr.-nd
acceptable. The EC should not tryinvain
o givee reasons for “discarding” the apex.
conrt’s suggestion on the inchusion of the
three aforesaid documents.

G David Milton, Mansthancode

THIS REFERS TO the editorial “Listen to
the court’ (IE, July 12). Our
Constitution allows on]ﬁ Indian citi-
zens to vote, and the Election
Commission is required toensure this.
The question is: 1s the Aadhar card
proof of citizenship, and how far is it
reliable? The answer to both gues-
tions is: Not always. It is a proaf of
identity anly. Besides, reportedly, only
B per cent of people have this card,
and the number of fake cardholders is
also noticeable. IF allowed as proof, it
will not be a sufficient document
alone, EC may have to ask for another
document to decide, and this will con-
fict with the EC's directive to present
Just one document for SIR.

¥ G Choulbosey, Mune
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Mandate of AAIB, probing
Ahmedabad plane crash

The tail end of the AT stuck on top of a medical hostel, Shipendra g

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY 13

AMONTH after the Al Inclia flight erash
in Atmedabad, which killed more than
250 people, the Abreralt Accldent Inves-
tigation Bureau(AAE] released a prelim-
Inary report on Friday.

The 15-page report stated that the

i
transitioned From "RUN to "CUTOFF pasi-
tion within a second of each other, mo-
mients after lift-off, Cne of the two pilots
Is recorcled as asking the other wihy e cut
off the fuel, to which the other pilot re-
sponded, saying he did not, The report

for glmtrratrulhﬁl el the black box data.

Whao conducts akreralt probes?

Matters o inte rnational civil aviation
are governed by the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, or the
Chicago Convention, signed in 1944, The
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAD), a UN agency with 193 member
countries {incheding India), oversees its
technical standarcls,

.I\lllll.‘ﬂ 13 of this convention Lays out

Until 2002, the Air Safety Directorate
of the Directorate General of Civil
Avlation investigated accidents and
safety-related incidents. In line with the
1CAD's Standards and Recommendec
I’|.\t.||ux..|ml |u|mw|:lnn:|c|:mumr
1t ||n Illlln ! r
ulatory function, the govemment c\ul:
lished a new bureaw,

‘What are the AAB's functions?

In general, the AAIR classifies Safety
Occurrences' imvolving adreraft operating
in the Indian airspace into various cate-
gories. It inmvestigates all “Accidents” ancl
“Serious Incidents™ with aircraft of an All
Up Wedght [the total weight of an aireralt
wllhpawnpm.1n:|t-1l:n]uln1:mlil.1n

2.250kg, aswell as Turbaget adreradt, It can
.1l\<r|1m1:uutr other cases.

Uncler the Aircraft { Imvestigation of
hm:lent!.m:llnndml-.]muﬁ 2017, the

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 14,2025
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HARISH DAMODARAN

ITWASWilliam 5 Gaud, administrator of the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAIDY, who coined the term
“Green Revolution”,

I a specch delivered on March 8, 1968,
Gauel dehved on the “paramount importance
ol the world lsod prablem” and how coun-
tries ssch as Indiawere addressing it through
planting of high-yielding varieties of wheat.

This development, he said, had the mak-
Ings of a mew revolution: “It is not a vielent
Red Revolution Kle that of the Soviets, . call
it the Green Revolution”,

It's the same LSAID that has been shut
down by the Donald Trump administration
Fream July 1. Arvong the institutions impacted
Iy the closure of the agency — that oversaw
civilian foreign aid and development assis-
tance from the US government — is the
Mexbco-headquartered International Maize
and Wheat Improvement Center or CIMMYT.

Synomemous with the renowned agricul=
tural scientist Norman Borlaug, CIMMYT
I:ml the semi- :Imlivumle! l.l'l‘l“.l Rn;u

seie objective of suc the
prevention of accldlents and incidents anel
not o apportion blame or labilin.

The AAB deputes Investigators o
reach the site and gather evidence soon
after it receives notice of the incident. Its
websive states that initially, the aim is 1o
u.!lhel an:lpmelw perishable evidence

Iz afreraft accidents and serlous Iml-
dents, It bestows the responsibility forin-
vestigation with the 'State of Ocourrence”
= the country where the accident hap-
pened. Some other countries also havea
formal right to participate, such as the
“Seate of Registry’ (where the aircraft is
regi 1) and the 'State of M

(of the aircraft),

What is the AAIB?

The Alreralt Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIR), a government agency un-
derthe Ministry of Civil Aviation, is lead-
ing the investigation into the crash,

Tor subsequent analysis.

Next, the Investigation team reviews
evidence to assess the detailed examina -
tions required. Further, documents ancl
records gathered from the Operator,
Regulator, imvohved Personnel, or other
\I.uech:rlslm are analysed. The MIH is
I n o access to all rele
from any agencyforganisation without
seeking prior official consent.

Adver completion of the investigation,
adradt report Is presented internally ancl
accepted by the AAB Director General.
Following further consultations and re-
views, the final report is macse pulllic anel
published on the officlal website,

‘Speech problems among
Black Fungus after-effects’

PEOPLE WHO suffered from
mucarmycosis continue to
hattle long-term health ef-
fects of the fungal infection,
such as facial disfigurement
and speech difficulty, an
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) study said,
There was an uptick in cases

PAPER

CLIP

otericin-Bformulations with
Posaconazole) had signifi-
cantly higher survival rates,
said Dr Rizwan Suliankatchi
Abdulkader, from ICMR's
National Institute of Epide-
miology, the lead author of
the stuy. " Bt survivors of-

Ien(.m':l ilﬂlijmll't‘lllﬁ'll ancl

of ,arare in-
fiection also lenown as ‘Black
Fungus’, dhring the Covid-19
pandemic,

Published last month in the journal
CTinfeal Microbiolegy and Infection, the
study found that 14.7% of G86 hospi-
talised mucormycosis patients died
within a year, with most deaths during
indtial hospitalisation,

Conversely, patients who recelved
Iboth surgical treatment and combination
antifungal therapy [ particularly Amph-

NEW RESEARCH

| dlistress, with
mare than 70 per cent re-
porting at beast one clinical
sequela {complication or disability ).
Rizvian saldl.

“These are not abstract complications.
Faclal disfigurement, impaired speech,
amxiety, and loss of livelihood are lived
realities for mary survivors, It is time for
India to move beyond life-saving inter-
ventions and focus on lie-restoring sys-
tems of care, including mental health
suppart and rehabilitation,” he said, PTI

4 that
Indian farmers first sowed in 1964-65, Over
the next few years, these varieties spread to
more countries, heralding Gaud's “Green
Revolution.”

While CIMMYT originated from
a Mexican government and Rockefeller
Foundation-sponsored programme in the
1940 and 505, USAID became its main fun-
der. Itaccounted for about $83 million outof
CIMMYTs total $211 million grant revenues
recefved in 2024, With the USAID's disman-
ting, CIMMYT ks now looking at India —one
of its major beneficiaries — as a potentially
significant benefactor,

Cold War institutions

CIMMYT is to wheat what the Philip-
pines-based International Rice Research
Institute (IRR1) — established by the Ford and
Racloefeller foundations in 1960 — has been
to the other big cereal grain crop.

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
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I there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would llee

|, please write
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Chance to repay Green debt

The bodies that helped seed India's Green Revolution are looking at New Delhi for help after USAID was
dismantled. This opens up the possibility for India to increase funding and have greater say in their running

TOP 10 WHEAT VARIETIES CULTIVATED IHIIIJI!
Variety Release Dc.-whnpcr Area™
Year | Institute (hectares)
DEW I87* | 2019 | IIWER, Karnal 56.81.360
DEW 327" 2021 | -do- 35,00,060
DEW 303° | 20200 | -do- 2644420
DEW 222°| 2020 | -do- 2208040
Raj4238 | 2016 | RARL Durgapura| 1615480
HDZOG7 | 2011 | IARI, Delhi 15,18.200
Raj4037 | 2004 | RARL Durgapura | 13,720,220
WH 1270% | 2021 | HAU, Hisar 964,520
HIT634 | 2021 |IARL, Indore 2,32,180
PEW 826" | 2022 | PAL, Ludhlana 2,22,000
1lmblrrmmm?ﬂnur[ r:‘""“"m'}"mmfl.:m;*mj-
S"Umm::‘;:'sz 'In;!“m |muw:.iu|:ullmltllllllhlsmllllm‘%nlr anllllﬂllﬁ B
breeder, cnivryr ﬂumuu.mmwam.mm;ﬁ'n'wm-:Mﬁ'wa o

Bath were key to the US cultivating soft
power and projecting a positive global im-
age, more so during the Cold War, That was
the time the LS saw the Soviet Union as a
theat, and believed that the deterioratir
foad situation in developing countries coul
foment |::|1|tnal instability and tvrnlual

takeavers,
pnmﬂnnlnlhmmumluIhm.lm.ame
a geopolitical imperative as pant of US for-
edgn policy.

‘With Borlaug's varieties, Indlan farmers
could harvest 4-4.5 tonnes per hectare of
wheat, as against 1-1.5 tonnes from the tra-

| culthy

ingor falling over) when their earheads were
heavy with well-filled grains.

IRRI's semi-dwarf varieties, such as IR B,
1R 36 amed IR 64, similarly boosted paddy (rice
weith husk) ylms from 1-3 tonnes to 4.5-5

r
and 9-10 tonnes with higher application,
Mmrnwr Ihty m."uml in 110-130 clays,

i | mseed

thetr
Borlaug was awarded Ihr Nobel I’:I.w in
1970, Andd it was fittingly for Peace,

How India benefited
Thee Green Revolution wasseeded in India
Ly CIMMYT and IRRL Even the blockbuster

What is the Martyrs’ Day

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR.JULY 13

MANY POLITICAL leaders in Jammu and
Kashmirwere put under house detention on
Sunclay, to prevent them from visiting
Mazar-e-Shuhada {martyrs' graveyard ) in
the edd clty area of Srinagar.,

July 13 was observed as Martyrs' Day in
the erstwhile state, The official commemora-
i e the elay sbeppee alter JAK's special sta-
tus was revoked in 2009,

wheat varieties Kalyan Sona and Sonalika,
released for commercial cultivation by Indian
scientists in 1967-68, were developed
through selections from the progeny of ad-
vanced breeding material supplied by
CIMMYT,

Owver time, Indian scientists, led by VS
Mathur at the Incian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARD)in New Delhi, came out with
their own varieties, particularly HEY 2285 in
1982 and HDY 2329 in 1985, These ralsed
wheat yields to 5-6 tonnes per hectare, It
went up further to 7 tonnes-plus with HD
2967, which IARI scientists — mainly BS
Malik, Rajbair Yadav and AP Sethi — unveiled
2011,

Inrice, likewise, V Ramachandra Rao and
MV Redey at the Andhra Pradesh Agricu-
Itural University developed the mega vari-
eties Swarna (MTU 7029) and Samba
Mahsuri (BFT 5204), released in 1982 and
1986 respectively. IARD scientists like EA
Siclelig, VI Sirggh and AK Singh also bred im-
proved high-yiekding basmati varicties, in-
chuding Pusa Basmati 1 (released in 1989),
1121 (2003 ) and 1500 (2013,

India exported 6.1 million tonnes of bas-
mati ricevalued at $5.94 billion(Rs 50,311,689
crowe | in 2024-25, More than 90%of that was
from IARI-bred varieties,

Borlaug was once asked why the Green

Revolution succeeded inIndia and not in
maost other developing countries, specifically
Africa, He bs sald to have replied that it was
because “they didn't have institutions like
FARD and scientists like M5 Swaminathan®,
The latter was lnslr\unrnul in :Imslns the
overall
the Green Revolution, wl:hlhr(\mauppmml
the then political leadership — fromagricul-
ture minister C Subramaniam to Prime
Ministers Lal Bahadur Shastri and Indira
Ganelhi,

Significantly, IRRI's chief breeder Gurdey
Singh Khush = his IR 36 and IR 64 varieties
were planted in 1011 million hectares (mh)
eachwaorldwide duringthe 19808 and 19905
respectively — was an Indian,

Sowas Sanjaya Rajaram, appointed by
Borlaug as head of CIMMYT's wheat breed-
ing programmse when he was just 29, The
majorvarbetbes released during the 1990s in
India — PEW 343, WH 542, Raj 3765 and
PEW 373 — were all under his leadership.

Why India still needs them

The accompanying table shows that six
outof thetop 10wheat varieties, accounting
Forover 20 mhout of the roughly 32 mh area
sown by Indian farmers in 2024-25, weredi-
rectly released from CIMMYT material.

The only notable indigenously bred
wheat varlety In recent times has been HD
2967, which covered a record arca of 12-14
mb at its peak in 2017-18 and 2018-19, But
thevarieties released since then are predom-
nantly based on CIMMYT germiplasm,

CIMMYTand IRRI to that extent, remain
rebevant to India, which has a vital stake in
both institutions. With the US under Trump
adopting a more transactional, If not coer-
cive, approach to foreign policy, Inclia has
bath scope and reason to step up funding of
the global breeding research and develop-
ment programme, In 2024, Indiacontributed
amere $0.8 million to CIMMYT and $18.3
miltion to IRKI,

W should give more, but it must be for
basic and strategic research in arcas such as
identification of new genetic resources for
heat and drought tolerance, nitrogen use ef-
ficiency traits, gene editing and wse of artifi-
cial intelligence toals. And it should be col-
laborative, not at the expense of funding for
our own national agricultural research sys-
tem,” said Rajendra Singh Paroda, former di-
rector-general of the Indian Councll of
Agricultural Research.

row in Jammu & Kashmir

had talk I against
the rulers, i w.\sl:ltlu\ I:.ul::lnmth.ll Abdul
Qadeer Khan, in June 1931, gave a fiery
speech against the Dogras and asked the peo-
phe torise against them,

Khan, whase origin is not certain, was a
cook of a British Army officer vacationing in
Kashmir, Khan was charged by the Dogra
regime for secition,

A hils trial began in Juby 1931, a Large gath-
ering of Kashmiri Muslims as-
sembled autside the court of
the Session's judge in Srinagar.

This year, withan el fi-
nally in power, Teaders across. political lines
hadd planned to visit the graves of the 'mar-
tyrs', but the pelice refused to grant permis-
sion. The police in the Union Territory reports
tothe Lieutenant Govemor (1-G).

The history of July 13

O July 13, 1931, when Kashmir was un-
der Dogra nule, 22 people gathered outside
Srinagar's central jail as part of a protest were
killed in police firing,

Imthe run-up o July 13, several incidents

né'l‘\tr.lll.lll wihich was put un-
der heavy wuu’l:y |:mtrcl|nn.
O July 13, L) I

EXPLAINED

Democratic Party {PDP) formed a coalition

Klnwaja Bahauddin Nagshbanehi, [t was at this
cemetery that Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah,
then a top leader of Muslim Conference —
which later became the Mational Conference
~—announced that July 13 would "henceforth
be observed as Martyrs' day.”

Official commemoration

July 13 was a state holiday till August
2019, and the Chief Minister and political
leaders would visit the mar-
tyrs' cemetery n Srinagar to
pay tributes, The BIF was al-
‘ways oppased to this.

In 2015, when the Peoples

sicle the Jadl towi |

[ with the BIF, then Chief Minister

rel, bt

e il o
The peaple :rlcd o enter the premises bul
wiere prevented, and they camped outside
the jail, It was during this protest that the
Dogra police opened fire, killing 22 Kashmin
Mustims and injuring many,

The slain protestors were taken to
Srinagar's grand mosque and buried in the
premises of the shrine of a Muslim saint,

Multl visited the g
BJP ministers stayed away. They, insteac, de-
manded a holiday on the birth anndversary
of Maharaja Hari Singh, who was the king
when the 1931 killings ook place,

After the abrogation of Jammu and
Kashmir's special status on August 5, 2019,
the holidays on July 13, as well as on
December 5, the birth anniversary of Sheikh

Abdullah, were scrapped.

In addition, the L-G administration in
2022 declared September 23, the birth an-
niversary of Maharaja Hard Singh, asa public
haliclay,

Omar Abdullah govt in a fix

Since coming to power, Chiel Minister
Ormar Abdullah has tried to avoid confronta-
tions with the Centre, caming some criticism
inthe Valley,

For Martyrs’ Day, while the Natianal
Conference as a political party had said it
would visit the cemetery and had sought
permission for anevent, the government was
sllent.

The Peoples Democratic Party had ac-
cused the Omar government of “shifting the
onus from elected government to their
party”. "For the first time In 78 years, an
elected government in K is distancing it-
self from the martyrs whe lald down their
lives against awtocracy,” the PDP said,

However, on Sunday, after several lead-
erswere detained, Omar called ita "blatantly
undemocratic move”,

Artin the everyday: How Subodh Gupta’s utensils serve meaning and magic

VANDANA KALRA
NEW DELHIJULY13

SUBODH GUPTA, the first contemporary
Indian artist to cross the one-million-dol-
larmark in an avction in 2008, is renowned

for his ability to transform
quotidian olijects such as tif-
fin bosxes, milkcans and bicy-
cles into monumental and

potential of everyelay utensils. “As light sud-
denly entered the kitchen through the win-
dow tlmhlnlru utensils caught my eve. |
ther 1§ room and
hennn putting them metherwmw: dlif-
ferent forms, From then on they became
part of my art,” Gupta 61, recalled,
Sourced from shops, oraft
:lualcnl. factaries as well as
un keyards, each utensiltells a
dllimnl story, Gupta said,

thought-proveking art instal- “Every single one of them is
lations, Kitchen utensils, old e unigue, They carry so many
and new, have been arecur- SIGNATURE  memorics, including of those
ring motif in Gupta's art, used MOTIFS whaoonce owned them, Asan
to comment on a range of o artist, if | dehve into eachindi-
subjects, from the political to A SERIES widuial stery, | am boine o get
the familial, — lost, When | bring them to-

gether | give them another
Kitchen shelves to art lifie, another meaning albogether,” Gupta said,

Crowing up in a railway colony in
Khagaul, Bihar, some of Gupta's fondest
childhood memaries are from being inthe

kitchen with his mother.

The artist vividly recalls the moment in
1998 when he first discovered the artistic

Finding new meanings
A graduate from Ihc Collcnc of Art,
Pat

i Mumbsai in 1999,

One of his early works incorporating
utersils was The Wiy Home (1) {2001 ) fea-
uring a life-size white cow encircled with
stalnless steel utensils and bronze and
chrome-plated country-made pistols, The

anel

work sy

Subodh

his2018

installation
Tree,

Suaboelh Gupa Studdio

-uu.a.mun.

1
and globalisation.

Outside of the Natlonal Gallery of
Modern Art in Delhi, meanwhile, is his
hanyan tree Dada (2007 ). Borrowing its ti-
tle from the Hindi weord for grandlather, the
installation reflects on the theme of root-
edmess and growth, as well as Dadaism, the
avant garce art movement of the early 20th

ﬁ:%mwwnmmwam
utensils from his brothers and sister 1o de-
sign hanging kitchen racles.

Different I'orms

Guptahasal

u-ptual tools, pmnunglhem 0N canvases

a fying saucer, which
tions ef otherness”. Shaped like a muah
room cloud, his installation Line af Comtrol
(2008] served as a metaphor for conflicts
and political tensbons in Kashmir,

J\mns his most ma]nlacd works

ol kite Fincli ie made
diverse forms over the ars. I:cmlng ical vislence InBuhmnl 19605, ulenslls.W?Hunwfind{EDOG featured
with his first solo held at His installation Um{!w?]wmpnwd a life-sized human skull to symbolise hu-
D 1 B | ananar lindlanavrradiinsnss BEREE B

lations, "I'm also exploring abstract ideas
and thoughts... It's lile semudra manthan,
something new emerges every time,”
Gupta said,

French curator and art critic Nicolas
Bourriaud wrote: “the material used in
miost of yourwork ksa veritable conceptual
trap that reveals a cultural gap, What ap-

pears in the West is part of the

iy over there; your wark

b
material that is plentiful in one place and
rare inanother,” (On Cultural Precarity: A bet-
ter to Subod Gupte, 2008),

Gupta, at present, is preparing for an-
other performance art piece. To take place
atthe Eukhm Biennial in Uzbekistan In

will

‘ceramic wtensils to construct a large dome
structure toexplore the culinary and archi-
tectural links between Uzbekistan and
India, It will also see Gupta, in collaboration
with Uzbek chef Pavel Georganow, prepar-
ing a menu that will bring together Indian
and Uzbek culsine, He said: “Art has a unl-
versal linguage, so do utensils and food...
Here, Iwill be interacting with my audience
as they become part of my work..".

This isa part of a serfes on Indion masters
andd the mor(fs that appear repeatedly
in thedr works.

Next: MFHusain's Horses



INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

T'GANA QUOTA POLITICS:
CONG STAKES CLAIM ON
BACKWARD CLASS MANDATE

NCREASED reservations for Other Backward Classes

(OBCs) have been a significant issue for the Congress,

with its leader, Rahul Gandhi, frequently citing the Telan-

gana government's approach and vowlng 1o challenge the

Supreme Court's 50 percent guota celling. The Telangana
government passed bills In March to ensure 42 percent res-
ervation for OBCs in education, employment, and local bod-
les. However, while awalting the President's nod, the State
Cabinet last week also approved an amendment to the Tel-
angana Panchayat Ra) Act, providing 42 percent reserva.
tions for OBCs in local bodies. There are reasons for it.

Obvious, of courss, 1s the Congress policy. The other is the
recent high court directive to the State government to com-
plete local polls within three months, The question now is
whether enforeling the guota, most likely through an ordl-
nanee, will get the Governor's approval. Constitutional ex-
perts believe otherwise, given the apex court verdicts in the
Krishna Murthy vs. Undon of India and the Indra Sawhney
& Oihers vs, Unidon of Indiacases, The Cabinet's likely push
for an ordinance before the local elections signals urgency
ard a clear political play. At the same time, the state has
demonstrated due diligence by establishing a commission to
study political backwardness and conducting a survey.

Still, legal viability may be secondary in the Congress's
ealeulations, If the Governor stalls or rejects the ordinance,
the party could exploit it, likely portraying it as central in-
terference in a state-led effort to empower the backward
classes, The party would expect the campalgn to resonate
electorally, especially among Telangana'’s numerically sig-
nificant BC population, and sharpen the Congress's position-
Ing as a pro-OBC force.

The BJP, meanwhile, is caught In a difficult bind. Despite
its national OBC outreach, its recent choice of a Brahmin as
state party chief—over expectations of a BC leader—may
hurt its grassroots strategy. Inclusion of Muslims in the
OBC category eould be a tactieal pivet, but it comes with
political and legal risks. On the other hand, when the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi was in power, it tried increasing the quota
to 37 percent but ended up reducing it in local bodies. Al
though it 1s now batting for 42 percent and threatening agita.
then, the Congress appears prepared to take it head-on. Ultl-
mately, persistent efforts to hike quotas will yield fruit only
through a Constitutional amendment.

NIPAH REALITY: VIGILANCE
MUST OUTLAST OUTBREAK

ECURRING outbreaks of the Nipah virus pose an unset-

tling challenge to Kerala's healthcare system. More than

the scale, the frequency ks worrying. In the elghth out-

bireak siiee 2018, a teen gid from Malappuram dled on

July 1, and a woman from Palakkad s battling for life,
Earlier in May, a Malappuram woman tested positive. As
many as 489 people have been identified as contacts of those
who have been infected. Seventeen people had died in the most
severs outbrealt in 2008, and sinee then, Kerala has reported
Nipah Infections every year, except in 2020 and 2022, Alarm-
Ingly, there were two outbreaks in 2024, and two again this
year sofar. This Increased frequency could be the new normal
in Kerala's battle against Nipah,

The question that remains unanswered is why only Kerala
appears so vulnerable to Nipah. One hy pothesls is that the
virus may have become endemic to the state. While the exact
mechanism that leads to human infections and localised out-
breaks remains poorly understood, experts say that deforesta-
thon has deprived fruit bats, sald to be the natural reservolr
of thevirus, of their traditional habitats, lead ing to thelr shift
to urban areas. A similar situation played out in Malavela in
1998 when bate migrated to orchards following E1 Nifio and
deforestation In Kalimantan and Sumatra, leading to an out-
break. Factors like food scarcity, overcrowding, and the stress
of habital loss ean also Increase viral shedding, experts con-
tend. [t eould alse be a case of improved detection due to
heightened surveillance and awareness; in Kerala, all acute
encephalitis cases are also checked for Nipah.

Infectious diseases such as HIN1, Hepatitis A, and lept-
oapiroels already infoct thousands, killing dozens every year
in Kerala. This underscores the need to strengthen disease
monitoring systems, invest in eardy-warning infrastructure,
and promote behavioural changes at the community level.
Eradicating Nipah may not be realistie, but minimising it
transmission is. Nipah cannot be seen as a consequence of
man-animal conflict, but it does emphasise the need for a bet-
ter understanding of the human-animalenvirenment rela.
tionship. The WHO's "One Health' approach, which links hu-
man, animal, and environmental health, offers a readmap for
long-term preparedness. Kerala must integrate this approach
more systematically into its health governance. Nipah is here
to stay. Kerala needs to learn to live with the virus safely

QUICK TAKE

SEMANTICS OF ADDRESS

ANGLADESH has annulled a decree of ex-PM Sheikh Hasi-

na that she be called Sir. They're looking for a replacement

title, Sir universally represents the patriarchal dynamie,
Searches for female honorifics have narrowed down to Miss,
Madam, or Ma“am, depend ing on the context and women's pref-
erences. The matter doesn’t end there. In India, the traditional
habit is to address bosses in the secarity forces and bureaue-
racy as Sir The warped logic is that Si, or Shriman, is gender-
neutral because It's a nondiscriminatory default title for men
of woinen in authority. Those who prefer that gender identities
remain disassociated but equal should read [PS officer Manjari
Jaruhar's book, ironically titled Madam Sir.

DITORIAL

T is true that Indian social media
influencers have come of age.
They probably have more views
and clicks than mainstream me-
dia practitioners and influence
millions more.
Howewver, here's the danger.
First of all, their titles and headlines are
misleading. Mere elickbait. They include,
aften misleadingly if not mischievously the
name of some important political bigwig or
another 7S President Donald J. Trumpand
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in
reverse ofter; are their favourites.

They also claim, week sfter week, video
after videa, that some "big action” is being
planned. Or some big crash, when it comes
tofinfluencers, is in theoffing. "Modi check-
mates Trump”™ or "Dedollarisation Under-
way" are examplesof the kind of headlines
Tam telking about. OF course, few, if any, of
their dire warnings or hopeful predictions
pan out as promised. Instead, the viewer is
taken for a ride through more dangerous
drivel or speculative slosh. Worse, many
content creators and handles are faking im-
ages and voices of famous personalities,
such as Oprah Winfrey, Warren Buffett, or
Jordan Peterson, to post content that has
nothing to dowith these worthies.
Some of this material is disinformation,
lain and simple, weaponised and deploy
for not-so-innocent and outright sinister
ends. However, a lot of it is only boasting
and bluster, good for business and profits.
For, I am told, many of these channels are
raking in huge bucks, some in stratospheric
numbers exceeding ¥50 lakh or even 1
crore a month. With very litthe investment.

Even among the best of these influ-
encers—whom [ won't name, as some
are friends—the content is variable and
not always reliable. However, one clear
trend among all the pro-government
channels is a mocking of US President
Trump and an exaltation of our own
great leader: No harm in old-style patri-
otism, you say?

But there is 5 downside to this, which 1
must spell out. Instead of speaking softly
and carrying a big stick, we may end up
talking, even shouting and screaming too
loudly, while holding a little one. This
doesn't augur well for a rising power like
India. Why? Self-delusion is sure to land us
in & hole which we have dug for ourselves.
Tam going to stick my neck out here: India,
to goon doing well, probably needs the U5
maore than the US needs us.

Strategic autonomy, another name for
non-alignment and another one of India’s
proven past failures, isn't our best bet
when it comes to glohal geopolitics, Stra-
tegic alignment, [ can understand, but
strategic autonomy mesns little. And an

4’

The obsession of influencers with sensationalism, whether
it’s predicting the collapse of the US dollar or hyping up
Indla’s supposed geopolitical victorles, s misplaced

THE AVERTIBLE
INFLUENCE OF
ANTI-US. BLUSTER

MAKARAND R
PARAMJAPE

alignment with the US on several key and
shared interests—economic, military,
technological, political, and cultural—is,
therefore, in India’s interests.

Thave said this earlier, and I will repeat—
the arcof Democracy is the workl's best bet
against chaos and disintegration, not to
mention authoritarianism and totalitari-
anism. And both the US and India, as the
world's oldest and largest democracies,
fiorm a natural alliance. Instead of mocking
Trump’s bid for a Nobel Prize, India could
have backed it. What do we have to lose? In
Euct, we shoukd have edged ahead of Paki-
stan in this game. Inexchange for trade and
tech benefits, of course.

Our anti-US bluster, often cloaked in
nationalist fervour, risks alienating akey
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partner at a time when India's global am-
bitions demand pragmatic alliances. The
influencers’ ohsession with sensational-
ism, whether it's predicting the collapsa
of the S dollar or hyping up India's sup-
posed geopolitical victories, is misplaced.
This barrage of boasting creates a
distorted worldview.

Much of the propaganda is not just mis-
leading but dangerous. The US remains the
world's largest economy, with a GDP of
nearly §£30 trillion, compared to India’s $.5
trillion, which is already being projected to
exeeed $4 trillion by 2025, US military
spending dwarfs India's, and its technologi-
cal edge, from Al to semiconductors, is hand
tor beat. It has bases all over the world and
unmatched sbilities on land, sea, or space.

A COURTESAN’S AWAKENING
AND VYASA’S SUBTLE GENIUS

AST Thursday wes Guru Purni-

ma. It has become a beautiful

occasion to honour personal gu-

rits. But its core reason remains

paying tribute to Veda Vyasa,

the vyasa (sorter) and compiler

the Vedas. He was also the au-

thor of the Mahabharata, the Srimad

Bhagsvatam and several Puranas. Guru

Purnima thus honours the most prolific

Indian authorof all time, whose work con-

tinues to influence millions even after

millennia. This master storyteller de-

lights in suspenseful chiaroscuro, in

‘light-and-dark’ shades, Characters that

he casually describes as ‘among the most

learned” experience catastrophic falls

soon after: Utanga's story from last Mon-
day is but one example,

Vyasa's mastery of irony is evident in
other ways, too. Perhaps you would re-
member the story of Pingala that I retold
in 20227 Let us briefly revisit it to sevour
Wyasa's subtle sarcasms. The case of Pin-
gala, the public woman, is mentioned in
Vyasa's Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 11,
Chapter 8. King Yadu, who is Sri Krish-
na's ancestor, happens to meet a young
ascatic whose face and manners shine
with lustrous composure.

Yadu is so impressed that he wants to
knaow how the ascetic achieved it. The as-
cetic humbly replies that he had many
teachers, including a serpent, and the five
elements, and explains what he learned
from them. He then shocks King Yadu by
=aying, "In the city of Mithila, there used
tobe & public woman called Pingala. Now
hear, O king, what [ karnt from her.”

"1 can readily accept that the natural
world holds many lessons. But really, a
public woman...] don't see how,” says the
startled king The ascetic smiles serene-
1y "She told me herself one day at the
temple,” he says: Pingala stood at her
doorway as usual that evening in her
hometown, Mithila eity, displaying her
beautiful form to attract customers.
Mithila was the capital of Videha, re-
nowned as a seat of learning. Above all,
it had been Sita's home. Sita was deeply
loved across the Indic world. Nobody
could think of her without feeling utterly
wretched that she had been punished and
sent away for no fault of hers. Peopla
took her fate very personally, and when a
daughter was married, they would use
Sita's father's words in the core rituals,
“Iyam Sita, mama suta” (This is Sita, my
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daughter). To take Sita’s name in their
own weddings was their way of trying to
make it up to her forevermore.

Pingala often thought of Sita. whose
good character had not saved her from
heartbreak. She had been born into a re-
spectable family and had been taught her
prayers. But her parents had died of anill-

Retelling Pingala's story, | realised
it could belong to any kingdom,
yet Vyasa set it in Videha, the
*bodiless’ land of Vaidehi Sita,
adding layened irony and depth.
‘That realisation brought me close
o Vyasa's subversive brilliance.

It was a Vyasa moment—ane of
many acrass the ages

Q

niess, and there was no one left to care for
her. She had been put to work as a maeid in
a merchant's kitchen and was seduced by
the son of the housa. Thrown out on the
street when discovered, Pingala had lost all
reputation and had nowhere to go. Mithi-
la’s richest bawd had picked her up and
taught her the tricks of the trade. Pingala
had done reasonably well for hersalf. She
had a little house of her own and could em-
ploy & maid to cook and clean while she
devoted herself to looking her best.

But Pingala was acutely lonely and
longed for a secure life. She fantasised eve-
ry day about a man who would fall in love
with her and look after her for good with
affection and respect. She prayed every day
for this and worried about it constantly

l
&
=
=

She worried about it that evening in the
soft purple twilight of Mithilaas she stood
at her door, and went on worrying until
midnight. when she suddenly had a star-
tling revelation. “Just what am I doing
making myselfl unhappy, selling myself to
men who are lamentable themselves, and
desperately hoping that someone will love
me and look after me?

“Am I so unintelligent that T can’t see
how pointless this is? This body is but a
cage of bones that will burn one day.
Somehow, detachment has risen in my
heart and set me free of my body

“The best way to be happy is to be una-
fraid and live my life confidently with the
faith that I'll cope; that ‘someona’ is with
me already,” she found herself thinking,
amazed at her own clarity of thought. With
that resolve, Pingala shut the door and sat
down on her bad. No more would she look
for affirmation outside when true happi-
ness lny inself-peesession and fith in God.
Serene in her newfound realisation, she
went to sleep happy “And so, Tlearnt from
Pingala that people can always remake
their lives with independent reasoning.”
says the young ascetic to the fascinated
King Yadu. Retelling the story of Pingala,
it struck me that it could have been set in
any kingdom. But not only does Videha
mean “bodiless', but also, when set in the
realm of Vaidehi Sita, Pingala's story is
textured with superh ironic depth. Realis-
ing the significance of that location made
me feel close to the subversive mind of
Vyasa. It was a "Vyasa moment', as hun-
dreds of thousands of people must have
had before me, and always will.

Moreover, what shines through poign-
antly is that Vyasa, whom we honour on
Guru Purnima. himself did not claim that
crown but instead tells us very clearly that
we should learn from the whole world. The
profound humility of Vyasa's intent can-
not but melt the stoniest of hearts. What a
worthwhile person he is to celebrate. No
wonder a stage of honour is called a'vyas-
apeath’ or Vyasa's seat even today

Views are personal
shebabofimgmail.com

A body of men holding themselves
accountable to nobody owght not
to be trusted by anybody

Thomas
Paire

To pretend India can go it alone or that it
has out-manoceuvred the U5 is to ignore the
reality of our interdependence.

If the Indian public begins to believe that
all the other powers are in steep or sudden
decline but only India is rising, we notonly
risk antagmnising some of our friends, but
also make strategic miscalculations.

For instance, the narrative of "dedol-
larisation™ is a favourite among influenc-
ers, but the reality is far less dramatic. The
U8 dellar still accounts for nearly 60% of
global foreign exchange reserves and is
used in B8% of international transactions,
according to SWIFT dats from 2024 Indias
trade, particularly in key sectors such as
energy and technology, relies heavily on
dollar-based systems. To cheer for dedaol-
larisation without understanding its im-
plications is shortsighted.

Moreover, the anti-US rhetoric often ig-
nores the tangible benefits of India-Us co-
operation. The Quad, comprising India,
the US. Japan, and Australia, has become
acornerstone of India’s Indo-Pacific strat-
egy, countering China's growing influence
in the region. The US is India's largest
trading partner; with bilateral trade ex-
ceeding §190 billion. American companies,
such as Apple and Tesla, are increasingly
imvesting in India, creating jobs and boost-
ing manufacturing. Mocking the US or its
leaders risks jeopardising this partner-
ship, which is critical for India’s security
and economic growth.

The influencers’ selective patriotism
also glosses over India's own challenges.
While they celebrate India’s rise, they
rarely discuss the structural issues—edu-
cation gaps, infrastructure bottlenecks, or
unemployment—that still hold us back.
Peddling a simplistic narrative of Indias
rize a5 an unstoppable foree is not just mis-
leading, it is, arguably, adisservice to their
millions of followers, who deserve better
than half-truths and hyperbole.

The deeper issue, of course, is the in-
fluencers” lack of accountability Social
media influencers are often lone wolves,
driven by views and ad revenue. The al-
gorithms reward sensationalism, not ac-
curacy A video claiming "Trump Begs
Modi for Help”™ might get a million views,
but it contributes nothing to informed
discourse, This isn't just a problem for
India. It is a global challenge. However,
Indian influencers, with their massive
audiences, have a special responsibility
to et with integrity

Finally—and ket us get this right—super-
powers play all sides, have fingers in all pies.
If we expect unwavering loyalty or simplis-
tic solidarity, we would only be foolish.

(Views are personall
(Tweets [wMakrandPaoranspel
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Blaeding taxpayears

Ref: Bridges & potioles. dndia’s manzoon
ecomavmy stimuies | Jul 13). Qur crombling
roads and bridges reflect the administration’s
deep-motad apathy. Taxpayers bleed twice:
shoddy peojects and recurring repairs. India
urgently needs independent quality audits,
penaliy tlauses for cantractors and citizen
ovessight to ensure accountability. Without
systemic reform. monsoon tragedies will
kesp repeating.

Jenifer loseph, Chennal

Granda dama
Ref: Tuisi to titan: Perfarmance politics (Jul
13). Smait] Irani has peesented herself as o
calculated and crafty persanality, executing
precision planming to remain in the limelight.
As rightly stated by the awthor, that mage
is idenlogy in India, hev renaizsance with
resilience will cerfainty be celebrated as a
queen of persuasive Dlssluln!

a5

Cricketing testamant

Ref: The fards who flock to Lond s [Jul 13),
'With Lard’s rich histary and meticulously
maintained tuef, itis indeed a special
place where cricket is revered like nowhere
else. The ground's ability te transcend
genarations beyond geographical
boundaries is a testament to the game's

enduring appeal.
mi&uﬂ&ml

Crash possibilities

Ref: Whodunit: Fuel cut affer 3 sers in air [Jul
13). While the pilots responsibility cannot be
ruled owt, we must wait for the final neport.
Only a detailed and fair inguiry can reveal the
exact causes=whether it was likely a pilot

or cabin orew mistake, or a plawsible lapse in
ground maintenance.

T Kailash Ditya, Hydesabad

Fertiliser ordeal

Ref: Fields of despair {Jul 13). The author,
inchis explanation, overlooked the fact that
exressive amounts of chemical and poisonous
fertilisers and insecticides are also used in
agricultural figlds, often applisd without any

protective measures.
Komala B email

Aadhaar's validity

Ref: Democracy is not a privilege far

those with the right paperwork {ul 13).

The electoral radl rewision in Bihar seems
nothing but a creel joke on the rwal poor.
Aadhar remains the basis on which all ather
government documents ane isseed. It can't be
suddenly deemed imvalid.

Mrun Barik, Bargarh
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Tracing the
path to doom

Gaps in the preliminary report must be fully
addressed to provide closure and reassurance

he Adreraft Aceident Investigation Bureau

(AAIB)'s preliminary report has clearly

identified the cause of the accident: Fuel control

switches on Al India Flight 171 moved to
“eutoff” position ane second apart during take-off,
starving both engines and causing 260 deaths in what
Is the deadliest aviation incident in the country in
decades. The question Is: How? Was the error human,
mechanical, or caused by software?

The findings carry global significance because this
represents the first fatal accldent involving Boeing's
TET Dreamliner in 14 years of commercial service,
While the report is silent on who, or what, caused the
error, the exchange between pilots paraphrased in it—
one asks the other why he moved the switches; the
other responds that he did not — has been seen by
many as a suggestion that the pilots were at fault. The
Indian aviation community has reacted in anger over
what it sees as an attermpt to scapegoat the pilots, This
Is und dable. The report pr lva
paraphrased account of the cockpit exchange,
capturing confusion when engines began losing
power, Exact words and other sounds from the volce
recarder could provide erucal context that remains
hidden. There's also a roubling precedent: Early
theories speculated pilots hitthe wrong levers during
take-off — since ruled out by the report. More braadly,
after the first Boeing 737 Max crash in 2008, the
company insisted it had provided adequate guidance in
manuals for pllots to handle the situation, Only aftera
second plane went down did the industry recognise the
fundamental software flaw that made such guldance
insufficient. But, perhaps most importantly, the anger
Is meant to be a reminder that dead pilots can't defend
themselves against conclusions that could sult
corporate or regulatory interests aver truth,

Yet the report’s technical findings remain significant
and demand rigorous follow-through regardless of
implications. If evidence ultimately podnts to pilot
error, thatconclusion must be acoepted, however
Inconvenient. Conversely, if mechanical or system
fallures emerge, manufacturers and regulators must
face accountability. Truth-seeking serves everyone:
Grieving families seeking closure, an industry
n.qulrhm safety improvements, and pdlum whmcu

fonal integrity depend.
thatconsider all failure modes — human, mcchumcnl
and systemie, The AATB, having met its 30-day
expectation, still faces a crucial test: It must
demonstrate thoroughness and transparency. This
requires releasing complete cockpit volce transeripts
whenappropriate, providing regular progress updates,
and Including qualified technbeal expertise —all while
resisting pressure for premature conclusions. The
aviation community must also exercise patience,
recognising that credible findings demand time and
methodical analysis, India's credibility uitimately
depends on proving that evidence drives conclusions.

At Wimbledon, the
Swiatek era begins

‘]ust 57 minutes after the women's final began,

Wimbledon had a new champlon. Iga Swiatek beat
Amanda Anisimova 6-0, 6-0— the first double
bagel ina major final since Steffil Graf crushed Natasha

Zverevaatthe French Open in 1988, Itisn't perhaps
what you expect when you turn up far a final, buticis
what it is. Swiatek, a five-time Slam champlon, against
Anisimova, the underdog, was always a mismatch, but
the Amerlcan admitted to being " bit frozen there
with my nerves”, Swiatek bs known for handing out
bingels and breadsticks, and the Polish star caught on to
her opponent’s nervousness and sped through the
match in the shortest time possible,

Swiatek, never a favourite on grass, will look back at
this as a moment where she got back on track after a
one-month suspension last year due todoping, Before
her ban, Swiatek looked well on course to dominate the
WTA clreuit; now, shie can perhaps step into that role
again, As good as Aryna Sabalenka and Coco Gauff are,
thedr game is far from perfiect, and there are areas of
wealkness that even lower-ranked players readily
exploit. Ather best, Swiatek can be invincible, and a
plaver like that ean Inspire everyone on the clreult to
newer heights, The Wimbledon win secures her status
a5 thee best player in the sport sinee Serena Willlams
won 23 Grand Slam titdes, At 24, Swiatek is the
youngest since Serena to win major titles on all three
surfaces, Conslstency Is the buzeword that the sport
needs to draw In fans, Swiatek may well be the star
wamen's tennis has been missing for some time now.

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Shekhar

Language row attempts
to revive a dead horse

It can help a politician
hiss, but doesn't offer
enough political
venom to bite

Ewas thie “swinglng sixtles” In
Allahabad (present-day Proy-
agraf), Britsh rule hd ended
bwo decdes ago, bt In o ety
teendng with the ald gentry,
Ehie codndal wiys were stll v
Ik, Thee Covl Lines abserved the ira-
aitkon of o lunch break, and In many
lvips, snlesmen wenring tes could
It fonindd spenking In Fnullnh with
Uhitlr esteemmid, gent T

(remove English and save the coun-
). b the initial days, pulpl.(' Tulbed
to futhom o 3
larger movement. Th
campalgn was the bra
socialist lender Fam Manohar Lohin,
who inigiated it in 1957, 1t ook o dec-
mclie oy gother steam, and received th
support of the Jana Sangh and ather
politkenl parges, Sensing an imml-
nent public outery, then Prime Min-
v Lal Bahacur Shast it masde some
eritical moves i aupport of Hindd,
lending to violent rewctbons (n the
Southern states, resulting in 70 codes
ol sell-immadation or death by pol-
m:nllls.u. Sormie dled In the palice lring
o thie

The ety was proud of 168 unlver-
alty, dubsbed the Oxfard of the East
The Indinn Civil Service had been
rechiistened as the Indian Admins-
trative Service (1AS), Yet the nomen-
cloture change did nothing 1o
dampen It power or [ regalia
Admisslon o Allnhabad University
was consldered the essential first
step towards realising the geal of
cracking the civil services examina-
lore, Thi ety hodted many poets and
wrlters, Thee clty hod enough rensans
L Pl snooty nnd entithed,

In such an atmosphire, th resl-
dbeints wioke wp 1o o surpelae one doy
whin they saw slogans wriite
conl tar on the walls of the local
church, comvent schools, and some
other prominent ploces debunking
the English language exhorting.
“Angrezi hatao, Bharar bachao®

i L9, P thvie 1wt oo, s einably
eloethons lid to the formatlon of ion-
Congress governments In elghe
states, The language row played a
loey rale n this outeom uleln't
COFE 88 B Surprise 1o anyone, Lan-
gunge Is the repository of our cul-
tural moorings, and houkdn'y
Blame peaple If they feel emotionally
i to I, consldering language
s o Inkegral part of thlr kentiy.

Language played a plvotsl role in
the formation of the states of Hina-
chal Pradesh and Haryana, bath anee
npart of Pungab provinee. Whike ere
i twioo stabes, Inclirn Giandld
wouldnt have imagined n her wil-
i that the declslon would

i provide lmpetus to the
ortsm In Punjab, Earl
the mobilisation 1o creste Andhra
Pradesh, based on Telugu Unguistic

bty witnessed extreme violence,

Let's return to Allahabod. While
atudylng In the state inter college
from class 6 to class 8, Hindi,
English, and one regional Indion lan-
guage were compulsery for all the
students, | chose Bangla, [am proud
that through Bamgla, | was able to
wonmect with a great elvillsation, its
wrlters, thelr intellectunl depth, phe-
Ilmlmflh Iitary, and the nuances of
the Independence Mavement, The
Bangla linguage ancl Bengall people
Tl pesd by persanality,

This 18 the renson | was happy
when the government of India
Inwrehed the ti-language fermula
with some minor tweaks, | firmly
Belleve that every young lndlan,
along with thelr mother tongue,
shouhd be well-versed in one reglonal
Inngunge and In English,

FI 7 [ERITR T g wiy 1o bring
Incdinns eloser tothelr Indian roots
As far as English 1s concerned, let
there be no doubt about s rekevance
and efMectiveness in the age of Artifi-
el Intelligence,

B palities and pollticlans are on
adifferent tingent. This |8 the reason
wit witnessed the spectacle of
Udelhay Thackeray and his estranged
eousln, Raj, ulmluu Logether an a
4 years after porsting
ated they weren't
quullmlllmll bt Marachi ahould be

glven s due and respe in Maha-
ruahira But 18 18 the cuse
Il there was conalstency I thelr

e and dieds, they woukdn't ave

gr
Wi who can't spenk bt Is ll:upl;v

uploaded viral videos of thugs beat-
Ing unsuspecting shop owners,
Inaisting that they speak in Marathl,
While nddressing his workers, Rao)
Thaekney tald them that they can
rough up those who il to speak
Marathl, but they shouldn't make
and upload videos of this, It's a
stran g wiy ol showing love lor your
lamguage.

Unfortunately, this malady is
spreading quickly In the nedghbour-
Ingg state of Knrnstakn. The cyber clty
of Bengaluru witnessed public sham-
Ing of Hindl-speaking people when
thiey fafled to speak in Kannada, |
bebieve that thede who relocate to s
new ke shauld make the effert o
lisarm thie bocal language, but perpe-
trating violence agalnst those who
ean’t apenk the language |8 nat only
unconstimtional but o dangerows
trend for the nation,

Thise Incldents have epened o
personal waund. In 1980, 1went to
Calcutta (present-day Kolkata) for
Eha first thne, Milmll{mu. whanever
wou nsked thee locals For an adidress,
they would rebufl vou, saying they
alehn’t know Hindl, At such thimaes, |
would wonder, | eould talk in Ben-
gall, bt how will anyone survive in

thee maetropolis if they don't know the
bocal language? During the coverage
af thee Punjob Insurgency, | found
that peaple In rural arens hosd di-
culty understanding Hindl.

Hiwevier, during thee last twio dic-
nde ¢ winds of encournging
change have been blowing In the
southern states, Hindi Heartland
Bt fr beehybnad, Soane montha ago,
whien southern siperstar Alla Arjun
carmi 1o Patna, & huge crowd gath-
wred to welecome him. Can we attrib-
ute the miracle b centeal govern-
ment services, the old trl-language
Formmula, and the euliure of corparat-
satlon?

The Rashirlya Swayamsevak
Sangh has tried vo douse the ames
wal thee lnnguage row by inslsting thag
every Indlan language 18 o natlonal
Rangunge. However, the moot podnt 4
swhiether politelans will stop oment-
g tromable® It pays to remember th
Innguage controversy has lost ts
ting. It can help s paliticlan his, but
doesn’t offer enatigh pall
o bite,

Shashi Shekhar s edito

rchief.
Mirsduastan. The views expressed
are personal

Air India crash report &
unanswered questions

e redense of thee preliminary investl-

gathon repart into the tragle crash of

Alr Indin Flight AT on June 12,

2025, brings with 1ta fresh wave of
confuslon, and suspleion. The K-page docu-
ment, expiechid to clarly the carly Rndings ol
the crash of o Boelng 787 Dreamliner ot
Abmedulbad, opens i Pandora's box of unre-
snlvied questions and incomplite dischisures,
It paknts a pieture that |8 more frgmented
than coherent.

Flight ANT), operating n schedulid service
fram Ahmedsbad 1o London, erashid
mements after tukeolt, killing sl
260 peaple on Baard, The alreral,
VT-ANE, lifted off the runway and
within seconcs, both engines censd
10 produce thrust, Within hall o
et plane hind descended
rarby college hostels,
engulfed in fames, According 1o the
IL1'K|I1 the alrcralt renchid & speed

H 180 knots at |||7|lmanluu11\l:p
mn:a 42 UTC, \I:unly after, the
Engine 1 ine 2 fuil control swiches
were found 1o v ransitioned fron RUN w
CLUTOFF = Just one second apart, Ten sec:
il Tt th crew nmempbed o st the
anggimes. But by then, 0wns oo lote, The alr-
eralt descended uncontrellably te the
Fround,

TCAD Annex 13 clearly states that the
abjective of & preliminary report is not o
asslgn blame or determine couse, bat Ltrflm
vide s fnctual sequence of events, highlight
significant salety concerns, and issee urgent
recommendations I necessary, I 1 maant o
Infarm ather States and parties invalved
about the early facts of the case, so that
imsitly corrective nctions moy be inttinted o0
needed.

However, while the AlIT] preliminary
report adheres to the form of Annes 13, it
Tulls ghort in spieie and substnee, It ovelds
concliglans, 14 et i, but 0 dodig &0 also
amlts a i erltical infor-

Amit

whether they were consequentlal or collag-
eral, or how the alreraft’s health monitoring
sywtem processed them,

Mareaver, critical questions remaln unan-
wwgred: Did the Engine Indicating and Crew
Alerting System (EICAS) generate an H(i
FAIL ar slenllar warnbng ot any polnt?
didd both fuel control switches move lu(.l.fl

CHFF? Was It pllot action, inadvertent contact,
or o aystem ful?
el th

lots misinterpret au‘znlulml. o
wnss the i lure bsrupt wnd ol Wiy ekl the
Emergency Locator Tranaminer (ELT) nat
setlvate? Why were crash-proof
recorders (EFAR) damaged, espe-
clally when Instalbed in ports of the
Tuse I|||5| didlgned o survive
Impact?

Adding to the mystery |8 the dis-
crepaney In the alreraft'’s althude,
Tha BAT 1 sald to hvve deployed at
G0 fieet, ws Inferred from the CCTY
Imnge, which agan fadls o produce
o thmestamp, which suggests that
thie onboard systems had alrendy detected a
power boss almaost instantly afer (ol Yet,
Ehie regort timsestnmips this afver th fue con-

thoms, Desplte muliple system anomalies,
potential ilnllutu of eritical safery features,
nnd guestionable cockplt switch behaviour,
the report stops shart of lssulng o preliml-
nary sdvisory 1o alelines, manufaeturers, or
regulntons,

Compare this with Boeing's past actions,
Afver slrmilar ncidents, service bullelng and
anfety Informuation bulleting were quickl
Iaseel. Wos any such communleation shire
Internally within Alr India or 10 other 787
aperators workdwide?

For the familles of the 260 people killed,
this report offers ne reassuranee on the

mutlon chat should have been presented,

The most glaring absence 18 of the com-
prehensive Fright Dota Recorder (FOR) dat
The repart maentbons the transiton of the
Tued control switches, which imgplies that this
vt exlans amd wis retrievid, Yet, no graphi-
enl ar tnbular snapahot hos b shared
thraugh the repert, Nor |8 there any conflr-
mvtion that KK af the FEIR dat was recov-
ered. Similarly, the Cockpit Vosce Recarder
(CVR) bs only referenced ance —a vague sen-
e about an arvemped restar, Theee i no
transeript, n clenr dmeling of the cockpit
converantion, and no inslght ini the crew's
awarenssd or state of mind,

Ins gh-profile crashes worldwide — such
hioplnn Alrlines Flight 302 — the pre-
Iminary reports have included dewlled
readouts from the FOR and CVR, graphical
ayatem schemtics, warnbng messages, and
kot nctlon logs, Those reporta ran over 3
pages and affered transparency in the public
Interest, In contraat, ALTES report appears
tastlly compllied, which should not be the
cnsie for nn Investigative report,

It describes the deplayment of the Ram
Alr Turblne (RAT) = o smeall emergency tirs
e that powers Key systems during e
Tallures, shortly sfer inkeoff, [t also e
shew of wnrelnted syst lierts vt oflers no
explanation as 1o why these were triggered,

o elarity on whether similar
airerlt are safe, and no ind leation that any-
ane has been hekd nccountable or that cor-
pective measures are underway. Transpar-
ane of try aviation
y report that falls to pro-
wlide iy only Tuel doubt, and
grled, In o cowntry striving to become o global
aviation huby, where air tralflc is gro
expanentinlly, this tragedy — and the bckius-
tre handling of its investigation — signals
that our institutlonal capacity for accldent
vestigntion I8 stll inadeguabe,

The AlITL |n|\'ll|:|Im|ry eron WaE W

I Y
lnl\ullly |||:|! commitment o learning.
Instend, even as it avolds speculation, it
avekds detall too. 1t fallows the letier of ICAO

L s Apirit,

tds not Just a final
peport but o cultural shift where aceldent
veparts are com prehensive, dmely, and maode
with the public's right e know in mind —
whire galety recommendations are proactive
gl whre the data speaks for lsell, because
In nvlatkon, the truth Is o mattes of We and
death,

Arit Stigh, a Fellow of the Royal
Agrennsitical Soclety (FRAZS). b the foimder
af Safety Maters Foundarlar,

The views expressed are personal

LARS KLINGBEIL

If a fair

then we mi

solution can't be ne;
t take decisive

How the young in India
perceive global politics

T vetuarm ol the Domnadd Trumg
Iatration to the White House at the
Beghnnding of this yenr enrmarked the

Ineeption of o more uncertaln and
unstable world arder, In additlon o this, cer-
wdn uncensdng challenges, such as the war in
Exiropi, thcrisls in West Aalo, the rlsing s pec-
e of terrarim in South Asin and mest inpoe-
wntly, the growing assertiveness of China,
walse further concerms wbaut the sateaf inwer
mationnl affalrs, As Indin's roke grows
N thee wirbd, the nsplrations of ndi-

g to shape thee global order have
il e FlAl G,
T I bt Foarthy e, the Observer

o (Bl anel have shown
aupport for imposing non-tarlil barrers on
Chdrn and cutting down on imports from the
gontry, They alsoeem Indin's dectlon o stay
ot ol Bl ng's el aned Hossd Inigislve o8 bens-
lctal to the country {794
Theimpartanee ol the Indian Ocean reglon
In terrms of I8 strategle vimlity has also
Incressd, with % supgort foll owed by South
Asta and the Indo-Pacific reglon. This also
expluing the concern shown alsout
Chilna's growlng presence n the mark-
i dosimaaln, Illillln'nNulgI:Ixmlhmxl
Firat podicy B viewed li
teulary ts develogimes

saraldy, par-
il e

Research Foundtion's Forelgn Palicy tvigy Inllatives. While Nepal (T2%) s
Survey 2024; Young Indta and the  HIPSA VY conaidered ns the most trusted nelgh
China Challenge atiempts to bridge Pant bour, followed by Bhutan and Sel

thee gap between forelgn policy and
how policy declslons ard challinges
e percehved by e country's youth
Ancannual inltlative, the survey ol
young Indkars (18-35 years) collected
clgn Fromm 5060 respondints s pread
weros 19 eltbes in ndin in 1 langua-
e, between July 22 and September
26, 2024, The finddings of the survey

n

LSth

h

am

Lanka, for Bangladesh, the leviel of
trut has decreased since 2022, The
distrust for Pakistan and Afghankstan
oo cuatwelghied the trust reposed In
haster O (H1% wrd 6% res pec-
k). Whide the bevel of distrust for
Alghanistan has decrensed sinoe last
eear, Toor Puk lstan, thi changed norms

e pesirleted i this persod and donal
capture major developments after
that, |ultlu|l||r|y the bmpact of

ol engng In thix of
Operation Sindoar and & mew low In
thes can Jead to maore coutlon,

There bs alse & growing apgrecia-
India's i

Denald Trump thon For Ao
ratian in Inddin-Pukistan ties alter the Puhal- :nuy \'In ||-\'Inll>|lmwlllalln Uuulumnlrlw-
g terror atgack in Apell, and the thie | g wnd ks s b

Cperation Sindoor, I!m e mm-, mumulu | Hllmlu pressed
ik 1 nclia’s L | s
lnlunilmmn |m|-|ry «mu‘lll Lol I thie e

T overall suppet for Lnd s farelgn palicy
i Inereasedd conslstently over the lnst Four
ears, with 85% of res pordents showl g a posl-
e percaption this year, The central thameal
this yenr's survey wis (o gauge the peroepdion
el Clhilnm armoagst Indin's youth, A higher S5%
percentnge corslder border conllies with Chins

Illwlm 'NhIIL s 40 )lll‘lll1 of the growing

aymergy in the bllateral relationship b she kst

uw years, the Il|1|uu|rI'Tlu|1|p‘ilJv-'IIlr\'ﬂ.\'tl

Inthe

“Thae resspanslients also urge Indis urnkl-wl:lnrn'

LS I Do by wiehs Chilia (54%), Thee youeh s
el [

iy

il I goal for India while

g for Indla,
s (G

It status for

et with Faklnm: HH",*J Evien as Ching and
Indin have reswmed the process o achleve a

New Dl Ihflulnhlllillx member Lumllrlw L

Bl i thies, the [

ol o big breakthrough, Th wha
have expresssd ulmllln‘uclkln with the bilst-
el relationship have alo Increased since las
year's survey, Five years after the Galwan

e, there are stk coneerns aboul China's
s, with many youth viewing itas a militry

much the thae past few memths
have luﬂ-m.'llm! e perceptions, the Chi
ner-Pakistan nexus and 18 lmpact on India's
Interests and the trajectory that the US-China
the G A thee fuapre b alrendy been uneder-
ined as erttical determinants of Inelas futre

thi warding the oceup Tl g

Torelgn p

majer [ (H1%).

China's presence in the nelghbourhood |8
wiewisd with conen [75%) ard there 14 Increas
ng support for countering its presence. The
yoitl also priovitlses natlonal security avir

Harsh ¥ Paie ds vice presiient, studies and foregn
palicy, Observer Ressarch Foundation, and
Shivamm Shekhaisat b o junior fellow at ORF.
The views expressed are personal
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Opimnion

Widening learning gap

Yet another reminder of how India is failing to use
education to leverage its demographic dividend

HE RESULTS OF the Performance Assessment, Review, and
Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development Rashtriya
Sarvekshen (PARAKH RS), formerly known as the National

® JANE STREET LESSON
DEMOCRATISATION OF SECURITIES MARKETS MUST BE PROTECTED, REGARDLESS OF SOPHISTICATION OF THREATS

Protecting capital markets

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@® DIGITAL DOMINANCE
Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar
Sovereignty will not be lost through
invasions, but through dependence en
foreign digital infrastructure

Act (MAS), s deeplyd hiugfmauuuntlythat NIULY 3, THE Securities cooperation agreements,
is hanking heavilyon the ] ol hicdividend toclaim its place and Exchange Board of Toltscredit, Sebl has been implement-
in the sun. Some of the most concerning insights include only 55% of J!I;ld-i;lﬂ[ﬁdbd]u“fnlmmda Ir:‘f nwol::jllvgnr‘rusmadg‘m:n wnlivlns
rade 3 students assessed could arrange numbers up to 99 in a-cendln fignificant enforcement threats,and It's trite tosay that regulatory
B oot o e e, . AW ALOK PANDEY e e e
parec Iyused fractions indailylife( -rr-n'-‘z ’-ﬂlahpart-mfawhnle. The New York-based algorithmi ‘I, The writar is an efficer of the Indkan Carporats It tion algorithms for analysin m' 0
andamere 28% of grade 9 student: ieideaofy uf e i Law Service ection aigor analysing potel

appliedittosolve problems, 'iur:hm'dghuarvmmmm r.'venin nnnumalh-
ematical aspects—only 56% of grade é students could explain the func-
tioning of local institutions (family, school, bank/post office, ete.) and

ll1filrm was alleged to have
ally manipulated India"s der!vallw:s
markets through an "intraday index
manipulation” strategy, generating

58,01 eroreln disgorgement orders,
Modern pump-and-dump schemos

achleved unprecedented democratisa-
thon. [ndl.a ] (l 59-trillion initial public

tallyn

on mpmﬂcaled RS- nuﬂwlstralogiu
employed bywell-capitalised actors soclal
media sentiment,and news flow, appears

! § ¥ _ iy 36,671 crorein profitsover 27 months fallow a theatrical quirin g in 2024 s a testament, promising,
analysethelrroles,while just 374b0f grade students were able todescribe :Iunugh"marilﬁg the close”, trading | Largep i g India now hosts 19.0 erore demai | Ramnfi.crea!!nglndn! Investigation
ological changes (growth, hormonal) during adolescence, heavily near the close of the markets to nflat] .'r hrough fal te—a <. 8x increase since 2020— units, such as Singapore’s Monetary
The pattern that is startling Even for indi | Its push Indices in desired direct inf dinated buylng. oneofth financial hority of Singapore-Commercial
are somewhat Famurahlo the score does not exceed 694 for grade 3 move globally mnsldered an Illegal ﬂmndun‘qﬂlnamlﬂclallymmwdsmm 1nclunlon nuocmos Mulual hmdamu Affairs Department model, and combin-
(identifyingand extending simple patterns in their surroundings, shapes, nactivity he finalact 133 | IngSebl’s regulatory expertise with the
and numbers), 57% for grade 6 (describing basic safety needs and pro- Jane Street's methodol gy was dia- ety ! o lapoe takh crore, with =ystomatlc!mn: ment  SeriousFraud lnvestigation Office's crim-

tection of humans, birds, and animals); and 54% for grade 9 [compre-
hending and summarising material). Put in perspective, not even seven
out of 10 students are able to fare decently at the skills required at their

bollcally simple vet devast

hn'ldlngu while perpetra-

tive, It allegedly "shaped the miarket” to
win the “zero-sum-game”, [ane Street's
trades were so large, and placed so

tors profit,
Jane Street appears to be Sebi’s flrst
market manipulation case brought

plans  contributing  ¥21,000 crore
monthly,

However, while forelgn portfolio
investors and proprietary tradm made

Inal Investigation capabilities could
enable coordinated responses that max-
Imise both deterrence and recovery of
stolen assets. Establishing cross-border

learning level, and that number falls below six out of 10 as the students m.ulvo , that they moved prices on a&alnnta forelgn high-frequency uadllz 33,000 crove and 28,000 P i protocols with advanced
progress to higher grades. Two caveats should be considered—first, the edr own. Sebl’s fin ngs are damning, (HFT) firm. Thereare unmissable parallel [profits,with 96 w«.... I jurlsdictl would be a desirable
survey assessed around 2.1 million students across grade levels, as and prima facie this appears akin to an with the US Securities and Exchange rlthmlctradlng'iebls lul eals 93% I
opposed to the 248 million students in the Indian ed: system, Sec- algorithmic pump-and-dump robbery, | Commisslon's (SEC) 2014 of individual delitionall prehenslve investor
l, 1 idel :s states—in Punjab, the highes . representingadirectassaulton the mar- | acthon againstAtheny Cap|.  (SeSSG————————raders lost money over ducat] e al tial
o, results vary widely across states—in ul:lla L e highest score across leet's price di ¥ don. 1l ther New York- based The message FY22-FY24, with average to-address lnfmmatl.on asymmetry and
gradesand competencleswas 8% (grade 3, identifying simple patterns), Allen and Gale (1992) Identified | HFT, for alleged market to market lossesof €2 lalf.hpartrade-r cognitive blas, teaching retall investorsto
while it was 6:5% for Meghalaya (grade 3,sorting objects into groups and three market manipulation types: manipulation  involving  manipulators must  The demog, i gnise manipulation tactics as (holr
sub-groups based on more than one property), However, fora nation with “Infarmation-based” (disseminating “high-powered computers, be clear: India's ing: 13 o first line of defence agalnst
a goal of a §5-trillion economy by 2030 and developed status by 2047, misleading Information),"action-based” | complex algorithms and y 30, 76% earn lessthan €5 | schemes, whichlsright upthe alleyof the
Indiais certainly failing its future workforce and citizenry. (undisclosed operational changes),and | rapld-fire trades’, Imple- securities markets | annually, and 72% | ministry of consumer affalrs’ Investor
Thewriting has been on thewall far quite some time, and the gavern- “trade-based” (strategic buying/selling menting  the strategy  are neither casinos  come from beyond India’s Education and Protection Fund Authority,
has Indeed taker . s bulldi h’ listle ed ) patterns), While regulatory Interven - dubbed as “gravy"—refer-  nor hunting grounds  top 30 clties, Without cast- The message to market manipula-
DAAET 148 ITAMG HARD FLETR towAr ng a more holistic education tions have partially addressed the first | ringto Mooding the Marke!  — 0 blanket aspersions,itls | torsmust beunambiguous: Indla'ssecu-

system with the New Education Policy 2020, But such changes will take
time to reflect, putting the 2047 deadline in jeopardy. Meanwhile, India
has shied away from participating in the Programme for International
Student Assessment since 2009 after an abysmal performance (ranking
73rd out of 74 nations),and its education budget is painfully far from the
60 of GDPenvisaged in 1968, lts teachersare not faring well either—late
last year, afteridentifying that teachers were asignificant part of the rea-
sonwhy surveys show dismal results, the Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation floated the idea of launching an assessment centre for them by
June—no further report nlnw:hacentm exists in the public domain,
Problems plague the Indi m from everyaspect at this

two, trade-based manipulation remains
difficult to detect and appears legal an
the surface, While Jane %mel npelaled
Inderivatives markets,

with massive buy or sell
orders during the final moments of the

Important to understand
that every rupee stolen through market

Eml"?ld’l"".;;,.‘l ypieally as

mankpulated cash segments,

The Bharat Global Developers case
demonstrates classic pump-and-dump
machanics The company’s stock climbec
B;Iviﬁf-hnfmm 4945t €1,70295in11

tinm,gmolatlnﬂ €271.5 crore in IJIegaI
gains through fraudulent preferential

Saphisticated manipulator possess
real-time market data, high- fmquoncy

Into delays in
homebuilding sducation i .
and entrepeeneurial dreams,

Advanced hlrlnd.ictlms demonstrate

i hilitles and
survelllance of retail sentiment, These
algorithmic assaults, uslngsllatoslos

lu.-t Integrity, Singapore’s response to the
John Soh case resulted in 36-year prison

rities markets are nelther casinos nor
hunting grounds where sophlsticated
predators can extract wealth from ardi-
nary investors pursulng legitimate eco-
nomie asplrations. Market discipline
applies equally to algorithmic trading
firms managing billlens and soclal
media Influencers promoting penny
stocks. The democratisation nflndla (]

like order Layering and price Inj
gain an unfair edge over vulnerable
retall Investors who operate with

Thie UK plelous Transac-

thon and Order Reporting systems based
on the concept of "gatekeeper Habiliy”

secur
ableachievement in ﬂnanclallndu.slnn
and this must be protected with unwa-

allotments, The Arshad Warsi-Sadhna delayed information, limited analytical veri amiltment Integrity,
point in time, and they have been festering over the years, It is high time Broadcast case shows how traditional mls{andaholicfomlrphm i ofanl n ™ netwnrk.ln g nh of thetechnological ,5' "
that policymakers, the government, and other stakeholders alike take schemes evalved i exploit social media Capital markets function as critical  the Interestofthe market integrity,bene- | catlon of threats or International promi-
declsive action tobring it back from the brink of collapse. With the goals platforms, using YouTube channels to | national Infrastructure channelling  fiting all stakohn!d.en The US SEC's | nence of perpetrators.
that we have, we owe our learners that much, and more, pgenerate false narmatives about 50G [ hold savings inte productive | sophlatl d survelllance bl

leences and acquisitions, resulting in ments, India's securitles markets have extend globally through !nmm.\tl.ona] Views are personal

A bargain Rolex can
still adorn your wrist

ARE

I Ihﬂm ich

1 for pricey
ity s A har e

and aluesatwhich
thoﬂetmdary rmlimllspast Its nadir, lsutwldl |>enlwenwncmainly ahnuuadfiﬂand

in the buxur: deal on a Rofex,
I‘n recap: Interest kn watches wplodad during the pand.emic lockdowns prompted
acatbons into huxury goods and the

first chaloe for many thenwasawatch.

‘With the supply of new watches constralned —Rolex Lmqpecmdm make more
than 1.1 millie hies this year, with Patek Phillp ingabout 70,000 and
Audemars Plguetabout 50 mn acml\!lngm Bank) \chntnl)elM:e.stlmatﬂ —walting

China pushback on
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India’s GVC ascent

To stay on course, the govt must contain costs
before ambitions derail. In the longer run,
investing in resilience is required

= TMOVE torecalll -
neers from Foxeonn's India p'lan[,whon’.'
Apple’s IPhones are assembled, had 1o

ogy minister Ashwinl Valshnaw recently
highlighted the progress In domestic
value addition, He sald that while China

China maintains a near-monopaly on
these. I April, It introduced leensing

cheaporfast, Replacing Chinese suppliers
mieans bearing a 20-3544 cost premium
in the short term, Buropean magnets cost

curbe on key magnet materlalswhich have
Iready created supply chal

lists to purchay thesec- happen sooner orlater, Conslder the facts: took over 30 years to reach a 38% value p more. A fcan machines have longer
and-hand market mdlng pltoenfm-pnpulal (Imﬂpletosmrlng_ Indla I;mrgjngauganulnocnnmnder addition threshold in electronles, Indla forautomakers, lead times, Hiring skilled engineers from
Add In roaring stock markets and ! andbyq[ulng Obwiously, has already crossed 20% In six to seven The message from China seems to be Korea or Taiwan s expensive and logisti-

firal ith L

2022 the secondary values of the most yped nar ves—th
mars Piguet Royal Oakand the Patek Philippe Nautilus— haerwnmmnymuluplen

lrl,g dLu:nmfnrt and npplc ] thc most

years, Reaching 30%ywithin the ness two-
three years and 38% in five seem to be

Blunt, If India wants to geaduate to the
plobal stage, it should expect the full

callycomplex,
What should the government do? It

of thelr cost In a store, But anmarlnetngyraned cfymn.dumpedandInnerestramn high-f g welght of pushback. But one thing seems can'\lclsnofoldm lMpmsre.m madeor
splked, forch d toamass large collectbons tosell, forwhich arenot hard tofind, China's mowve should be seen against lnl\awzgnne unnoticed. Chinese smart- head But if uncertal
There are slgns that the market has stabillsed and may be tuming a corner, The At the end of FY25, Indla's share in his backdrop, India lsn't just bl brandslike Oppo,Vivo, Xlaomband — tles arise and costs splral, global majors
HI«m\Ml‘s Subiial Watch [l\dml,whlchlrackn plwznfmlha 50 moat-traded models Elobal iPhone pmduc(lnn reached 200, electronics, It’s bullding capability, And Healme have not been touched, The rea- lnnldng at India for relocating their sup-
Jonvalue,h Its post-pandemic low at the end of January, upfrom L40bthe previousyear. Fouryears  that'swhereChinah annbolnﬂthcdrlndla lactn b Id think thrice, The gow
‘when measured in US dollars, that number was zero Apple Is now sons tworry, With produe- Chinese 1 rles mmt'hreﬂpansgmuq(beum pronged—
But the improvement Lsn't just down to currency swings. Research platform tllam\ing toshift more than 2 5% ofits  tlon-linked Incentives and wiiviing maumptl.on, notexports.  one immediate and short-term, and the
WatchCharts' Overall Market Index, composad of 300'watehes from the top 10 lu- Phone production tolndiaby 2026.1fone full-throated povernment brands have not Aslong as the supply chain -~ otheron along-term basls.
ury beands, fell 0.3% In the second quarter compared with loaks beyond Appleat the initiativesinthe support, Foxconn  has been touched,as dswithin Indian bords heshy Iningcost sthe
the flrst, the slowest quarteslyeateof declinesinee 2022 Lux- largeselectronies ghobalvalue chaln(GVC),  ramped up iPhone assem-  phair India factories  China sees nothreat toits most important. If India lets cost struc-
urydemand, particularlyin the US ls correlated with the per- substantial progress has been made. Five by at its Tamil Nadu plant, cater to demestic dominance ButApplelsdif- — tures spleal out of control, the goal of
formance of financlal assets, Stock markets have shrugged majorsemiconductor projectsworth €1.5 Exports  are  growing . ferent, lt.dll]uil’hnnenfmm becoming a global export base will fizzle,
off Apeil's tariff traurna, while Blteoin s up almost 2 5% this lakh crore are underway, backed by the  month ith, Then, P ot Tamil NadutoE Wes The government should adopt a surgical
year, reaching a record § 116,000 on Friday, likes of Tata Electronbes, Micron,and €G- over 300 Chinese engl- exports Asla, and the us. Tha( approach, It should provide targeted sup-

Tarkffs may The levi
payahle ana ijnwatch(hat s already in dw Usand dlm

Power. These span the full chip value
chaln, from design and fabtlcalinn o

neers, the key sup
in the company's Indla

China's grip on

GVCs  nurtured  over

port to export-orlented sectors; offer
short-term subsidles te offset non-Chi-

7 n partic- assembly, testing, and | f No dccadc« Whatwmwltmsﬂlnghn‘tcm nese Input costs; ease capital import
ANDREA L T ! Lt Ni handgtracked Roughly, €60, chmleimm(hogmmn no drama, Just a cold, cabeulated move to icdoctrine. dutles for equip from lrlmdl}'
FELSTED 5 prices in th d A ment's Incentive outlay of €16,000 crare  constrict aperations not at the line level  China st targeting Ind it natlons; expand and
lhenamctlmc,nwchnﬁhn ppl ﬁm was lated commiltted, h\lla(themnfthcknnwledgcchaln, Ilnargetlns]ndl.anmhlﬂm 1Mentlw1¢)mmm ,)ndcm&lcfanl track
D] during theboor b The linkages are slowly taking roots. This wasn't a fluke, [t was a strategh Need forsolarfab-  visapr hal

Finally, waluis fell to an extent that huwm interest was
plqued, particularly for the big three private bands—Rolex, Audernars Plguet and
Ianek Philippe, which account for. aboutm%oftho secondary market, They led the
(! and bust,and are at the foref, th]syaa:wan:hchalfn

For instance, Apple's expansion plans
beyond I]Mnollm'l‘%e cn?v‘\‘pawy Impm;tm
edly exploring with Micron and Tata to
lrlcallyqnu:co 512 billlon worth of semi-
026,inll ith s India-

Rolex Market Index, for example, has gained 15% over the past flve years,

signal. The Fosconn eplsode is onl one
part of abroader playbook And it's being
deployed across sectors, from electric
vehicles (EVs)and renewables tosemicon-
ductors, The pattern Is unmistakable—

rlcatlnn? Face del.agrs Loking for high-
precision machines? Stall them, Trying to
Import factory-calibration englneers?
Expect regulatory speed bumps, There's

In the longer mn In\legling In
resilience is required, Iﬂll.'ldlng]nng term
capaclty, in rare earths, advanced tools,
facwyautnnminn,mmnnlnglu skillad

are

with the 25% Increase in LS consumer prices between May 2020 and May 2025, based production targets, That! zmnmall apply pressure precisely where India is duignedmslaw‘lhlnydn’wn b What needs lnl)eaclmmdedgcdhthat

Adjusting forinflation,a 1ed Rolex ks b five years ago, vote of confidence as Apple alone con-  starting toshow export potential. trying d.Th thisisnota supg test
But unless the threat of tariffs sends buyers scrambling for second-hand time- sumes about 26% of Talwan's TSMC's Take rare earth magnets, which are ment Is working with Taiwan, US, 'inum whether India can cnmaln cn-m wml.e

pleces, Lmatlnsamw bubble, there's pmbahlym nwdmrunh In, Evenwell nl'fcnn global chip owtput, g from EV d  Korea,and [apan to source engl and igating the ch

SUMErs Electronics and information technol-  wind turbines to s h peak capital equi But none of thisls  up, That's the real, immediate challenge.

about the future While stock ma:lmla h.wo-!n farshrugged nfluncertaian mntl.nued
around tartffs, the directlon of global
the Midd.'lciastmuld kecp buymm me sld.ellm Demand fmm Asla, the blwe.it

THE EDITOR

market for hina's luxury

Thi: lalky hance of| eﬂhaswurhand.qmanew in- 5
demand llmcpleccql.n mlnrpqmd(hewnﬂd,wmlemngt stee] Rolexes have walt HULS Chal'lge Ofgual'd ducretnnaryspen:?oltheconsu attention will be focused on her, been framed in terms of rivalry—but
liss als are available in stores, mer has picked up itwould be the —Arthony Henrques, Maharashtra what if restraint is the real power?

F.uhlm may be playing a part too. [ewellery ls booming aceoss the luxury Indus-
try. This Is led by the women's market, but more men are buying bracelets from Cle
Financiers )uchemnnt SA's l’.‘a:dm' and Van Cleef & Arpels, for exarmple, If this trend

Apropos of “Levers of change" (FE,
Judy 1.2), Priya Mair, the first CEO at
fast-moving consumer goods giant

e CEO'S pricrity to ensure the
grawth is maintained in the coming
quarters. The markets have cheered

Diplomacy amid tensions
The latest dislogue between Marco

Modesrn problems need cooperation,
‘When giants clash, the shockwaves
reach the smallest nations.

spreads,ath I uuluusv! I)otheﬂmu ke for HUL takes charge when the company her elevation by taking the company Fubio and Wang ¥i offers a rare breath #4d Hasnain, Murnbai
'I'I|eclock' d & " - hand hvalues, But it's not has not been able to clock growth around 4% higher, Since she is the first of diplomacy in an era of sharp
‘oo late fi ng by grab bargal bl " numibers that it did in the past. The wiomnan CED of the company, mare rhetoric, US-China relations have often @Write 1o us at felettersiexpressinda.com
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Low visibility
AAIB report needed more technical clarity

Last week's preliminary report by the Alreraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AATB)on the crash of Adr India Dreamliner Flight 171 to Londan onJune 12, killing
260 people, ¢ 1 morequ answers. The probe by the AAB, which
was set up in 2012 to comply with the International Civil Aviation Organization's
(ICAO's) recomimendations, issignificant becawse it comes a lttle over three years
mfter the Tata group sequired Alr India, But the report appedrs (o ralse a raft of
speculative conclusions, which will neither bring closure to the vietims' families
nor offer clarity on safety protocols for the aviation industry, The report’s luck of
clarity on the role of the pilots is also troubling.

The plane erashed Is after takeofT from Ahmedabad, ploughing i
doctors’ hostel inacrowded locality, One of the pilots had submitted a Maydary call
just before the crash, The AAIR'S preliminary report said the fuel supply to the
engines stopped momentsafter tnkeod? becawse the fuel-control switch had shifted
from "run” to "eut-of™ pesition. Recordings from the cockpit volee recorder (CVI)
report ane of the pilots asking the other why he had switched off the fuel switch, 1o
which the reply was that he hadn’t. The report does not identify the voices. It also
cites a 2048 Special Alrworthiness Information Bulletin of the United States (US)
Fecleral Aviation Administration, which flagged a disengagement issue with the
fuel switch-locking mechanism, Because the bulletin was nd\‘inm‘}' and lhcimc
wasnot deemed anunsafe condition requiring a legall I ik
directive, Alr Indin had noteonducted inspections on [t fleet. Adding to the ambi-
guity Is the statement in the report that there was no recommended action for
Boeing or manufacturers of the GEnx-18 engine.

The problem with the AAIR' 15-page report is that it has sparked damaging
speculation about “pllot error” or, worse, pllot sulelde. Melther finding has a bearing
on compensiation payouts tothe familles of victims, But experts have sharply eriti-
clsed the report, polnting out that the I.znmm[whclhcﬂhrmcl "u.u ul‘f" wils umul.l
mhumncrmfumluhnknl Hlaw pec campt k

s the orderof linthe report lsconfused, Th:-
report states that the fuel-control switches moved to cut-off position some seconds
after the Hftoff, But the report also notes that the Ram Alr Turbine, or the backup

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE Dy (B WL SIMESE - SN DR D E0M

Explicit consent

A new era dawns online, and it could mean ashift
in the balance of power from apps to users

OPINION 9

plalntiffs that ... Google .. was Nable for sending and
recetving Informatbon from the devices without per-
mission while they were idle, causing what the
lawsult had called "mandatory and unavoldable
burdens shouldered by Androld device users For
Google's benefit'™.

For years, the tech Industry has operated on a
model of “Implied consent™. By using a service, we
Implicithy agree to o bong and complix terms of ser-
vice agreement. which often grants broad per-
rilssdons for data collectlon, A verdict like the one

soscribed 1d hveshifttoamodel
of "explicit and Informed consent”.

Does this mean that “permisslon” |8 not
perpetual?.Just becase a wser gave permission to an
application (apphupon installation doesn't mewn the
app hos the freedom to transmit data in the
background indefinltely, Will this force companbes
like Groogle to bulld much more transparent controls
For wsers and to justify every single background
datatransfer?

I explicie permission Is required forevery type of
dlura transfor, and many users say “no”, this could sig-
nificantly disrupt these business modals, It would
Force companies to find new ways to monetise thelr
servioes or be much more upfront about the value
exchange. For example, a potential new message
Fram an appcould be: "Allow us o collect this datato
keep this service free, or pay o subscription fee fora
private vemsion.”

When | asked a knowledgeable European friend
why Burope had quickly embraced such "explicit
permission” type ndprivnryn.wlnnun In the Gen-

1eel energlsed when, during my dally g
el walk In Colaba, | see fisherfolk from the nwlhy
Snssoon docks whip out thelr mobdle phones, point
atthe QR code ot o pavemaent frult shop, and pay for
thalr mangoes. | feel Imimensely proud ofour Unl fied
face{UP and Aadh
whkhurrhﬂ:lpl‘hl for ull bevels of Indian soclety.
However, my natlonalist pride In
Inchia’s clig) thsat bor was shakoen last woek,
when | began reading Rahul Bhatins

powersouree thal acthvates only after Finl], was deploved i Hateh,

after takeolT, suggesting that the engine ceased functioning before liftofT or the
moment the aireralt’s wheels left the ground. Without an analysis of the full tran-
seript of the CVR and other technical duta, it is impossible to gain elarity on the
citise of the crish,

Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Mabdu has rightly urged the media and
the public not to jump to conclusions since, as he hins polnted out, these prelim-
Inary findings are just the beginning of a complex investigation, which will take
at least a year, The question is why it was Issued with such obvious gaps. The
AAIE'S investigation team is not lacking in expertise, Itisled by the director gen-
eral, who is a former Indian Air Force acronautical engineer, and Includes
members from the US National Transportation Safety Board, an air teaffie contral
officer, and an aviation-medicine specialist, India had also granted a request for
ohserver status for an ICAD expert, Given this collective expertise, a report with
clear findings would have been inorder.

Exclusion errors

LCEmust not leave out genuine viters

With the Supreme Court terming its special Intensive revision (SIR) of the electo-
rirl rolls in Bihar as its “constitutional mandate”, the Election Commission of India
(ECT) has indicated plans o carry out the exercise mw the u.unlr)l It is likely
o walt untll July 28, the next date of heagl 1 iled agalns
the exerclse underway in Bihar, before pressing ahead. But mlcu:ismum:hc] 1
enlarging its sphere of responsibility, Including deciding on such issues as citi-
wenship, and stepplng awwy from lts earller motto of "novoter is left behind” by
shifting the onus of belng on the voters' list from the state to the citlzens, remaln
unanswered,

On Sunday, EC1 officials claimed that booth-level officers (BLOs), its field-level
functionaries, had fourd "avery lange numberof people” from Nepal, Bangladesh,
mnd Myanmar during thelr house-to-howse visits as pant of the SIR in Bihar, Ques-
tions have been asked as to the basis on which BLOs are determining "foreign ™ or-
gins, The ECldoes not have the jurisdiction to decide ssues of citbenship and that
mlso by & block-level afficer. Apart from Blhar, which goes to the polls In October-
November, four states and a Unism’:lcﬂllury Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, and Puducherry — b | year, Al least Intwo
of these, namely Assam and West Bengal, the Imcu[illep.ullmmlum:im hasbeen
politieally volatile.

Ever since it was set up, and without a definitive proof of cltizenship issued
under the Citlzenship Act, the ECI has done a commendable job in preparing
inclusive electoral rolls, which have expanded from about 180 million electors in
1951 tosoon reach abillion. Infts petition in th Zonuirt, L lon for
Democratic Reforms questioned SIR's unreasonable and impractical timeline in
Biharsince it is being carried out in close proximity to the state elections. It argued
tht there were mil lions whoueumdidm unpem'inlhuum revision — people

whoeltherdid notg funderthe SIRorderarmight
I:m.l Ltdl.lhsull :crmmrﬂushdunlmenls.|uvmthcsl1m timeline, The petitions
1 the ECTexcludi 1doc has Andhnar, clectoral

photo ldentty card, ar mtion eards, sdding to the threat of exclusion to the margl-
nalised, The Supreme Court his suggested the use of these documents, which the
ECTmust acthere to,

It is worth noting that Blhar has oneof the country's worst lteracy rates. Accosd-
inggto the Natlonal Family Health Survey-5, 40 per cent of women of reproductive
mge hivve never been to school, According tothe 2001 Census, 20 per cent of menin
Biharcould not read a form. More than halfof Bihar's households have one earning
memhm whio Is o migrant, and 47 per cent of thur s voters are under 40, most of

1dd finad fr difficult 1o proe isult Fthe 11 documents.
The ECI has claimed that more than Bo per cent unhcmlc s vorers have been
covered under SIR, but it Is unclear how many of them are migrants, who usually
FELLT Lo Jiih.u.r |.nl||d nmuplolhc elections 1o cast thelr vote. Given the fact that
1on the ECIs functloning, the poll panel would dowellto

nn: Iunlumkmmn:hr letter but alsothe spirit of India'’s inclusive democracy,

Al-written book The Idemrity Profece:
Thie Urisakirig of a Dewiocracy. It angies
that Aadhaar, which [ {like most Indians)
bovie to showease os an example of our
eountey'sadvanced technology, his cre-
atedd an unprecedented infrastructure
for state survelllance. He explores the
dangers of having such n vast and con-
tralised collectlon of personal and bio-
mietric data.

Whin st out ioexplone whether any other writer
and thinker held similar views about Aadhaar, | dis-
covered several, Ritlkn Khera's book ssent on Aad-
heier: Big Data Meers Big Brother has o collection of
essays from experts belonging to varous felds —
economists, liwyers, technologlsts, and ncthdsts —
which attempt to provide a comprehensive critlque
of the Amdhanr project from mubtiple angles,

‘Then there I8 Jean Drige, a Belglan-born Indlan
development economist and activist, who argues
that imposing o fragile, Internet-dependent technol-

o
AJIT BALAKRISHNAN

oy on the and most vulnerable p
I8 a "leap Into barbarlsm” and it functions more as a
ool of exclusion rather than Inclusion.

In response to these crithques, tha Centre has
rightly polmted out that Asdhaar |8 an ldentl hicatlon
o, and not one aimed ot profiling. It his also sald
that Asdhanr does not collect sensitlve Information,
such ns caste, religlon, health records, or
fimancial detalls, and willises “best of
breed” encryption and security techno-
logles to protect data,

We have also learnt an important
lesson: The “political economy™ of the
Andhanr/UP success wasn't purely a
free-market phenomenon. It requlred
deliberate state actlon to create an eoo-
syrtem whare this"instant gain” could bae
realised by millions, The Centre did not
walt for privinte companies to bulld this
system, [t created the foundational digl-
tal publlc Infrastructure: Asdhaar for [dentity and
UP as an epen, Interoperable platform. Inltiathves
Jike the Pradhan Muntrl Jan Dhan Yojuna ensured
millions of people had a bank account o link o
thise Fystems.

Then came this news last week: “A jury In San
Jose, Callfornia, sald on Tuesdoy that Google mis-
used customers” cell phone data and must pay mong
thian $304.6 million o Androdd smanphone users In
the state, according to an attorney for the plaintifs.”
The report went on tosay: ".., the jury agreed with the

eral Daga Protec latbon {GDPR)Y, her answer
wat: "Have o look at Europe’s 20¢h-century history:
Thie Naxl reglme's use of census and personal data
For persecution, the Soviet bloc survedllance (Suasl,
secrat polloe) tracking citizens and other abuses
unader Fasclst and mmlmmlﬂ regimes ... allt hb has
ereated d letal fen 6L

porate misuse of punonul clatw” | then asked her —
I8 it also because Europe, unlike the Unlted States
{US), does not have natlve tech glangs with a data-
driven business model? Her answer wis: “Yis,
that boa."

Thie move to "ex plicit permission” could also shift
the balance of power. 1t would legally reinforoe the
Icbera tht wsers are the wltmate owners of thelr data
aned st have slmple, stralght forward, and continu-
ous control over how it 18 used. The burden of proof
ot el shift froam the user having to figure out how te
ptout, tothecompany having to justlfy why it needs
thie user to opt In. Does this mean asignificant shifc
away from opagque, Implied consent and towards a
Future where user permisslon s explicit, granular,
contextunl, and continsousky managed?

1 Indlin o
lgialatbon In this e regarding “wser permission”,
even for data collected by public Institutions such as
Andbparand UPE?

The aithor (aisbareclifimall.com) ks devating
s ife to unravelling the connections between
technobogy and socloty

F&O market: The real issues

The Securities and Exchunge Board of India (Sebd)
lnst week Issued a damning prellminary order agalnst

N York-based tr aceusing
It of orchestrating large, synchronised trades across
thiecash, futeres, and options markets to mankpulate
eguity-index lovels, The trades allegedly profited
Jane Street handsomely while Infllcllnp logses on

akso hippen 1o be the rule makers. The answer to Cul
bono s in plain sight, not even hiding. According to
Sebl's 2023 analysis, In FY 22, over and above the net
trading losses Incurred, losers In the group of active
trachers were out of pocket by anadditkonal 28 per cent
of nit trucking losses as transacthon costs, Even active
trachirs making trding profits Incurred Wpt.rmnluf

Sebl: Even the regulator has astake In the status
quo. In Fy24, Sebl enrned 81,851 crove us regulstory
Fees and subscriptions, OF this, €1,066 crone came
From turnover-based fees — driven largely by the
FeeOnegment, which accounts for roughly @0 per cent
of the trading turnover,

India's ever hopeful retall
Indignation, Sebl declured that “the Inltﬁll:y ofthe
market and the falth of milllons of small investor .

can no longer be held hostage tothe machinations of
such an untrustworthy actor”, Sebl has banned Jane
Sereet from Indin's securitles markets
and Impounded €4.843 crore as alleged
unlnwful gain, Wewill watch with Inter-
st how the cnse progresses, Tha Indian
Judiclal system has allowed “untrus-
worthy netors” to escape due punlsh-
mant, But what does the eplsode reveal
about Indla's derlvatives markt [sell?
Popular reformdst responses to the Jane
Sereet sagn are both predictable and mis-

directed. Suggestions Include beefing .
upsurvelllance, rmising margin requine - IRRATIDN&L

ments, curbing explry-day teacles, and

:-ducnllnumnﬁ!nﬂw;mu{:wllhamkn CHOICE
of opthons  teading. Forelgn  and
domestlc tradersshould betreated equi-
tably In tax matters, All sensible — but peripheral.

Cul bono?

Asking. as Romians would in o similar situstlon, Cul
bano (wh galned an advantage which can help to
Identify suspects or motives), the answer becomas
clenrer. Remember we have been here before, Sebl's
ownstudy from 2003 lnkd baren sobering statistic: Over
90 per cent of Individual traders lost money trading
Tuturesand options n Y22, The regulatory response?
Popup warnings on trading platforms — o wsebess
chakly Irriatlon while logging in. | had mentioned then,
nothing will really change for Investors because
whether tracers win of lose, one group alwiys galns:
Tha rent collectors of the stock-market system, who

DEBASHIS BASU

lon costs! Transactic

artl bes. Thistrin-
nmir.l.n#hnm and regulator —feedsoff the
steacly chiurn of hopeful punters in the derlvatives
rmurket. Tha incentives for mesaningful reform ane mis-
aligried ne bost.

‘The central government: Securlthes
transaction tax (STT) revenue has
explodded, from pust T6,426 crore In FY15
o an estimated 55,000 crore in FY2s,
Maorethan 40 percent of this likely stems
from Futures & options (F&O) trading.
That's compound annual growth of 24
percent! Whether aJane Street gumes the
system or not, or whether 90 per cent of
P&O traders lose money o not, the goy-
ernmient has been the biggest beneficlary
of the F&O segment.

‘Tha exchanges: Dirivathves ane also
the golden goose for the Indian
exchanges, with almost all the money
golngtothe Natdonal Stock Exchange (NSE) dueto s
niear pky status. The NSE by
catlon service o high-lrequency Iluul.usln:hlmnml
now rakes In colossal revenue from derlvatlives —
estimated at L5000 crofe-16,000 crore in FY28,
accounting for o0 per cent of Its Income. Tis March
quarter net profit jumped 47 percent; s dividend an
eye-watering 3,500 per cent. Operating marglns
stanc ot a near-cartellstic 78 peroent. In 2005, the NSE
‘wans rckied by a colocation scam and In 2025 it had to
b e 1] leetarto e Sireet
Iy Sabil. Thiks I8 mo surprise: Tha NSE has every Incen-
thve to xcpand the gume, not regulate [t It has even
less of o motlvatlon than the Minlstry of Finance to
cutdown on F&O,

mupmu

. - gressbves, with whom he

g gl hind collaborated on
domestle pelicy, would save
hibs campaign, A lttleover o

So, the real p Is..

Wenture cnpllnl.lﬂs often ask -mmup Foundirs fora
erlsp “problem stakement” or "what §s the problem
you are golng to salve?™ What is the problem state-
mint thien in the FRO market? 1t 1s not how o pra-
vent June Street type of market manipulation, or
how o "protect” Innocent traders from losing
money, Itsimply ls=What isthe socloeconomicbene-
At we are deriving from the current derbvatives
market?Sebl clalms that F&Oenables efficlent price
discovery and Improved market lguidity, and per-
mits investors to mannge risk. ] humbly state that it
does not do any of these, The cash markel nins par-
alled to the F&O market and hence does notald In
price discovery or Hquidity. and only a small number
of Investors use F&O for hedging. The rest s soclally
I1innlhla|wculmlwl'mlh Ina Iulvml'ilotk diertva-
Hyves
cush market. In &0 Indluhwtmuudulandu:lun:'.
highly specilative market which has eatapulted
Incllato the top of the global league tables: The N
I= now the world's largest derlvatives exchange by
volume; In enrly 2024, perhaps B4 per cent of all
global derbvatives trading was occurring in India,
That's o peculiar badge of honour for i poor country
whare 800 million of 57 per cent of the cltlzens
recelve government food ratlon every month, One
might forglve sceptics for wondering IF Indla has
built the world's most energetic trading sector In the
nameol financial development, Untll India honestly
confronts the questlon of whe bengfies from it fren-
zhed PRO market, the answer to wihat o fixe will
rrmln eluslve. For now, the wheel splns on,

The author |8 editor of www.moneylife.dn and o
trusteeof the Moneylife Foundatlon; @iMoneylifers

bl rlval. A one polnt, the authors
report thit Democratic aldes schemid
tohave the political talk show host Jog
Scarborough deliver the tough love.

SAM ADLER-BELL

In 2024, the latest 400-page dispatch
From last year's presldentiol contest, the
uuthaors, o trio of veteran journallses
Fromn different pugust papens — Josh
Dy ( The Wall Street Joursal), Tyler
Pager {The New York Times) and lsane
Arnsdorf (The Washington Post ) —
write that "thene wis o view popular
amang seme political knskders that

this ebection had been over before It
was startid.”

The wuthors end wp angulng that
things were not so fisted, but reading
whal they have to report, [ couldn’t help
Feeling those political Inskd ers had a

et In this account, Joe Blden's oper-

utlon resernbles ts candldate: Listless,
seml-coherent, sleepwalldng woward
calamiey. It exists for its own sake,
Impervious to outslde Input, pushed
along by inertlaalone, The Trump
campalgn = ot least after his first
Indietment provices o burst of energy
wn pairpsose — appenrs driven, discl-
plined, capable of evaluating trade-offs
and makling tough declsbons. Tramp
soems towant to wing Biden just wants
tosurvive,

Things dochunge when Kamila
Harrls enters the fray. She ghves Donald
Trump arun for hismoney, but har
campalgn I held back from the start by
the slow-moving disaster thas made it
nacessary in the first place.

2024 |8 nwell-paced, thoreugh and
often {darkly) humorous socount of the
two-year campalgn senson that began
wihin “Trurmp annoewnoed e was rin-
ning for president agaln — ot o Mar-a-
Lago lunch so disorganised and
half-hearted, the authors write, that

ven sycophantle | [‘rump wllles
admitted e was "adud,”

1 cannot say thae [enfowed reading
thisbook. 1aften winced ot the gener-
oS — ab timaes, i ol dra-

anonymous swipes at

|I|rlt colleagues,

are also moments

of bevity, Wi hear that when
ek livered ames

muatic lrony, and I wun net Lerribly enger
o relive the fateful twists and tums of
thie 2024 election, which so recently
deposited us in our dismal present, But
that's hardly the authors' fault (It's
mine, for belng o Democrat.)

Trump was interviewed for the
bk Biden answered a call briefy,
beefore his aldes evidently ran interfer-
ence. Harris declined. Success, it 1y
sald, has many fathers, and fllure I-:in

From the Democratic con-
vention producthon team to
the second gentleman,
Doug Emboff, nsking him toe

i: Mo Trump
smlle more, he replied that Reetoak the White

orphan, In 2024, fullure also has m
preschent uncles who knew better,
wieren't Hstened to and thas ean't be
Blamed for how the Kid turned out,
it's no surprise that elected officinls —
thie Californin reprisentative Nancy
Pelos, the South Carolina senator
Lindsey Graham — and akdes from
both campalgns go on record. or that
mamy more provide background and

week after the debate, the
authors write, Biden misde s
personal wppeal to the Mew
Work reprasent ative Alexan-
drin Ocaslo-Corte. AOC
and other progresslves stuck
with Biden In the days
ahiead as his politlcal stock
snnk — apparently ealculat-
Ing tht by buylng Blden

he'd juse gotten off the mxm Tow, they could win his sup-
phone with his wife, who A port for thelr polley gouls, In
cilbed from backstage o llv |~I||:I.|w 2024, Bernle Sandars, for his
admanish him for laughing yhist Pager ar purt, repentedly advises
and talking too much! W Iwc Aerracdar! Biden to change his position
nlmh.-umlhm an Intermal Pullishid by Perguin an Gaza to shore up

Y Mo, Press support from young

400 pages  $32 Democrats,

dmi*mud with the cand]-
dure's sensitivitles (and
delusbons) In mind, referred
o his defeat in the 2020 election as “our
reported raw vote shorage.

Tha portlons of the book coverlng
the weeks after Riden's disastrous
debate, however, are not fenny. | was
struck by Biden's hope that the pro-

Biden's behaviour, his

saviour complix and mga-
lomania, the Increasingly emphatic
argurnent that enly he could baat
‘Trumip, his inner clrcle’s refiusal to
belbeve unflattering data and his grow-
Imgg Impaulse to blame the media — all of
Ie beings to milnd the worst qualithes of

“Staffers belleved Biden would see the
Information if it came from Moraing
Joe," the nuthors write, Just as Trump
wotabdd often defer o the hosts of pro-
grammes lke "Fax and Frivnds" over
his own advisers.

Blden even has his own stalen ehec-
thom Fumtaesy, [n 2024, he repantedly telly
his allies that he could've beaten
Trump. (The data suggests otherwise.)
Mike Dondlon — along-time adviser
who Is sornething like Biden's id —
tielks the anthors that pushing Joe out
“was an act of Insanity by the Demao-
crtic leadership.”

For liberal readers, 2024 18 a book of
what-might-have-beens, That makes
For o punishing read, But iF we refuse to
look For lessons In this depressing book,
wit mikght just keep becom Ingour own
worst enemies,

The reviewer lsa co-host of the
podeast "Kirow Youer Eneng™
12025 The New York Times
Maws Service
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No clear indications in
prelim air crash report

tragic the events are that led o the crash of the Alr India

triguingly
plane in Ahmedabad and Imv;)ust come to light But the findings of the
Jima robe into one of Indian aviation's devastating tragedies

e Jeft bel

TG et
ahle happenings that led to both engines having their fuel cut

o than answers. The ssquence of inexplic-

will be the medi-

um of intense speculation from here on. The suspicion is, like the Kennedy assas-
sination, t.th.may vemain an unselved m

ne fuel cutoff switches trar

nsitioned from ‘Run’ o ‘Cubol® will

Why the engir
vemain in the realm of speculation wntil m\dlmlesa the fuller probe reveals how it

CATE about }Iwmg'heendﬁigneﬂ

i such & way as to predicate two distinct an.d
e switches were moved without human Immlve—

PEITETHS, hegmml with having to pull them up to unlock
E% U]em. it is unlikely that ])

I dem'ud.nin
ing the riddle.
protective
mechani

What if thare was
a mechanical or
electrical failure

or malfunction, or
even a software

failure somewhere

in the precision forl

electronics of

heqher this was accidental or intenticnal will Lie the key to salv-

wer-locks are designed to prevent accider

hmdnels io shield from aceidental bunps. But what if these was a

or electrical failure or malfuncti

where in the precision electronics of modern,
i

nial activation with
ion, ar even a software some-
mwnemndamﬂ

‘ears after a ysian airliner crashed some-
where in an unknown spot 8t the bottom of & great
acean there is yet no clue o whether such a course
was deliberately charted or the aireraft wanderesd
because of inexplicable hay ings inside the cock-
pit. Much the same tion over whether this
Aldr India crash was from a human imtervention or
mechanical or electranic failure will grip the people

ong,
It wonld b undair to jump to conclesions before the
proibe — the investigation 1s by the Aireraft Accident

Investigation Bureauw of India with experts from
Boen Genera] Electric, Alr India, and mnue from
ami the UK involved — is completed and light

ow the fuel eutoff switches moved or were

made to do so. And yet the 1'aned natum af humans being what it is. veices will
comtinuwe to be heard that may be distressing to anyone whao must board an airoraft
fior wark or leisure,

It must be particularly hurtful to the whabe conmunity of pilots if some experts
have concluded already that the mental health of one of the mscmd pl.'lms 1r|

af the l'ilght may have led to his nursing subcidal theughts
 Specious

the fuel flow, How
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The Dalai Lama’s final call;
China faces Tibet challenge

Indranil Banerjie

that line af argument becomes can be from the

fact that the engines were reignited virtually mmuly with the switches engapged
aﬁ;&ﬂunn& of the pointed to the fuel being cut off.

t the crash i ujﬂnentims Towever, sﬂ\arﬂnmtenfh)dlans\n

tian, the third largest world, is far fram idéal The cormers that we fear are

I:emg Eut iy l‘erl'y pmsenpers o am! from thedr destinations, overlooking minos

uipment problems like worn out 8, akij
L mgﬂtﬁsu.ﬂ‘lclemnmnhers '6“ o

EnaLEr
rvecruited io conform to
travel in the air is a very
“Taking peelimin
not anly i aviation

India pays as a scclety can be clearly seen and yet expediency is

steps towards safety is not India's strongest suit. And this is
t universally true in any field of endeavour, The price

ing rigorous safety checks and

and air reaffic mnuul]en are
pn:men]s dn neot fill us with confidence that premier
propasition in this country.

that
ideved an

overviding virtue to keep things on the move and meet profit estimates, It remaing

oW

e be seen if the Adr India crash would have changed anything in the attitude
ards safety.

Emergency in school education

findings of the nationwide student survey have laid bare a disturhing
;Ba]]l)' Mearly ha]fn!']'.mlm's schunl students lack ibémd.ntl.mm] skills in
i From

tera) P Ia‘s__\shlgg{ndems{aﬁ
cent!n'ugg'l arrange numbers up to #9) to tudens
8 per cent) anabla t Siatingioh Beqoer 1ing And nogr i ing featies, the

data veveals a systemic crisis in learning outesmes that could devail India's

economic and developmental ambitions and tear the secial fabric as the

This s not just an educati

nation

It is & national I[EBper

cent of Class I¥ students cannot understand basic nulémm aystems and per-

centages, how can ane
ocouniry's devel
ference berween

BXpect
nt? If tworthirds of Class
iving and non-iving features, the demographic dividend that

to be em| contribute to |h

students do not know the dif-

the government boasts of today could turn into a demographic disaster.

The learni in rur.a] mns are ter T.hnn average numhers,
Similarly, e offten b e d teachers and
poor infrastructure.

With the world embracing artificial intelligence and machine learni;

ple must be strom ﬁm.dammmlsmgetatbcmt
E]arm]gc rning gaps threaten to

'I‘I\egwemmentmnst the'neﬂ)m treat education reforms at

ynnﬂlmlh !urh

. However, India's fi m
out the very founda-

with infra-

structure or defence and introduce measures to ensure that the crisis in the
learning gap I.saddressed School education is & subject of
shms benefi

politicised either for the

national importance
it of the ruling party o the
would be a disservice to the

Opposition pn.rtl.es — to the contrary
future generations n‘flnﬂ.{‘ghg:fjeopnmlse India's rise to superpower status,

Hausisam Mirrae
e
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's Repub-
ina,
in the cmclm
war and in the
2oy ad'lermath 0!1; M;‘o
8 aren,
emerged in lw &5 8 POwer-
flal military state bent upon
establishing its authnrltr
aver all tervitoey it
ered its own, The irvidentist
apgenda of China's new rulers
led o the invasion of

im 1850,
Ruled by an ancient theo-
order of Buddhist
mmlu Tlhe‘t had o army
name and was
uu‘k]y Memm China's
umist comnmissars mi-

hnmtshe]l hy annnum:m
that even his passi wmlg
ot end Lhemsﬂrullnn af the
Dalai Lama, which contin-
wes to embody the real
authority and sovered of
Tihet. According to Tibetan
traditions, the Dalai Lama &
Tibet's andy true head and is
Eelieved to reincamate after
death, thus ensuring an

ml.nmu;lled Imﬁﬂ]ﬂay

cel.ehratluns held
McLeodgan), nem'
Dharnmshala. where his
midest hegdquarters in sito-
ated, the Dalai Lama
declared that be would vein-
carpate a8 the next Dalai
Lama In a video mess

tially assured Tibetans that clmllatedal]mﬂ\e
their autonomy woald be b declared: *1 am afirming
hanoured, but soam re that the institution of the
an their commitment, witi-  Dalai Lama will continue”.
mml; the 14th Dalai He the setting
to flee in 1858 to  upaf anonpeofdt ost
md.la where he has res the Gaden

EVEE Sinee.
‘That was 6 years aga, but

China's intractable leaders
ta campletely ammey Tibet
and obllterate every trace of
its traditional theological

MIJ\ 2 small

onis ot %m
sacred mamlscrl
been relentlessly
harangued and reviled by
China’s commissars aml

has

every attempt had been
made to ilate the insti-
tution he re

presents. (ver

the decades, thousands of
Tibetans who have risen in
revalt from time to time
Teve been kilksd by Chinese
soldiers, anclent monaster-
ies bawnt fo the and
baildings full of anciemt
mtmuscﬂpis burnt.  The
Dalai Lama, despite being
exiled o a remote Hima-
Imlan settlement in India,
hes refused to cow dawn to

Beljing, '
Last week, Tibet's exiled

autherity to deckde on a
future Dalai Lama after his
dh%m. “They mm{# aceord-
out the

s fscrch and rebogns 1
tion in accosdance with pest
Imdltinn na one el has
arry such a.ulkmrlly 1o inter-
m in lhls matter,” he clari-
fied. In other words, the pre-
mm' i nhha:uw
e 5

Pfielel vaew that the ma
Dalai L.nlne could caly he
chesen by the explicit nod
from PRC'S Marxist func-
tionaries. His supporters
aid that the Dalai Lama has
also stated that his reimcar-

i:nuntrlylE
which he says is not free.
Thus, Me present Dialai
Larna, who 3 the fourtesnth
in a line lhu: atretihes back
to the 15th century, has
ensured that the tradition he
regresents will continue, no
matter how hard Beijing
tries to extirpate it. He has
DEVET  SCOE| Bel{ing’s
wiew that Tibet's traditions
are an anachronism that

aught to be consigned to his-

A

‘i!

Jayanta Roy E& -'
Chowdhury . !

Turmoil in Bdesh:
Secular voices are
facing crackdown,
economy declining

n Friday night, Prof. A‘ImlBarlmLs
respacted  economist and ading
'Bangladeshi voice nn @mﬂhﬂliﬂtlon

i hm:‘dmide including

ia r_atartl arges, |

alleged links hﬂmnh\telim O agencies.

Barkat, who started life as a young freedom

to leave Han h

at the wa new

mwu-ﬂnrsﬂ Islam,

, he refuused to leave his motherland for

‘the dmhwﬂnwmwmrehhwrlm

His internment is the latest in a series of mid-

academics, jouwrnalists, writers

ngsl-:mﬂw}nwnnmmmdmmsnﬂm

u]arﬂmuy\tman increasingly chantic and frac-

sinee Aupust last year when

MneMmthhuthuhanIMmhr

mlnlhe&mufﬁwrxlainnhsMWhﬂme
a “colour revolution”

ﬂnmnmbernfmchhmjecmak,:lurgdw‘lm

thl:d{‘:mm mpshlemr vem

g to Myanmars rebel province of
from . Many

gmmnﬂmgm teacking the Yun
i a 118 PRI,
Other deals seem to have guietened down
Bsngmﬂ&sh‘smnsdm which wveml!;fm
a atate of near revolt the appointment of a
+born US citizen as national
over the heads of their three service
and over the Arakan corridor.
However, the still waters of cur-

While China’s
militaristic state
can do little against
the Dalal Lama,
who enjoys global
support, it
continues to target
India for
harbouring him and
allowing his
unfettered activities

tory's dusthin, Over the
ra, the present Dalai
has attained great
hamours and s naw regard-
e as one af the world's most

influential ous i
He was awnrd'id Elnhel
Peace Prize in 1989, To the

Chinese, however, he is a
Innsiﬁwmtermada"s%lll-
tist™ or separatist. He has
veviled by the
Communist leadership as a
“wolf in monk's clothes”, a
Eppetnlml{msm: ina
and &0 an.
His latest sr.abementunm

Ecenses the Chlnese ]emler

ship, which reiterated

's autharity over
o 1 syt » Dl
Lama, A Chinese foreign
ministry 8

approved process:

identified rh lt-draw-
ing from a [ and
appm\ml h H! central

is of course

been ruh'h]!hed by the
Tibetans.

While China's militaristic
stte can do little against the
Dalai Lama, whe enjoys
glohal s , it comtines.
to target [ndia for harbour-
ing him and allowing his
unfettered activities. India
in the 18505 had the

ary to the Dalal Lama and
thousands of his fellow
Tibetans fleeing Chinese
brutality. ’Thls WS ONE
major reason for the

nent soaring of relations
heiween Beijing and New

‘I‘h! 1962 India-China war
was & warning to ndia rat to
persist with Ms colonial-era

slmnwmnﬁﬂamemﬂw

Hindu-Buddhist-Christian Unity

ﬂnlﬁmﬂaﬂmhludmﬂhmldumn‘fm
ai vhhme targeting the minorites in the first

ﬂnlwﬂmﬂhhmdnfmmdm
oecurring exactly 54 after Pakistan's
mmhmm Gen, Yahya Khan,
Islamists, had similarly

“weaded out" those who spoke out for reason, de-
mocracy and secular values as also Awami
e activists and minorities in erstwhile Bast

mpﬂhmhmwxrgmﬁl&ﬁmmhn
before a tropical cyclone. The streets ave still

saemjng I‘m! discontent over the caj s
the arbitrary rule that has

bnedwwﬂnhmyenr.malil been by

mab inst secularists, minoriti

ﬂlﬂ!mnfl)lrl I:Ihn]m in broad dayl
tionista owing
Elsewhere, bamb

mc.al views on ‘J"]hei
I bosders. The Indian
government has been cir-
cumspect on the Tibetan
imsne and s tried nat to
Beljing despite its
constant objections to the
Dalai Lama's  activities,
inchuding his travels to
af hﬂ:‘swhw the Chm
claim ownership over.
This time around too
afficial Indian reaction to the
Dalai Lama's historic decla-
ration was dlplornnll.c EVEL
as Kiren . Invdia's min-
ister af parl lsm!nm and
minority affairs, who & an
ardent Huddhist and a fol-
lower of the Dalal Lama,
declared: “No one has the
right to interfere or decide
who the successor of His
Halinesa the Dalai Lama will
be... Only he ar his instit-
tion has the authority to
make that decision. His fol-
}wen believe 1!l'mldclee';plti_:i
t's important for discl
across the world that he
decides his succession.”
This remark was instani
eantested
sternly pointed out: “We
hope the Indian side will
If'e understand the hi
sensitive mature of T
related iasues, recognise the
anti-China ist mature
af the lath i Lama"
India's external affairs min-
istry responded by saying
that India does not take any
position or l&ﬂk 0 MAErs
IR iefs and prac-
tices of fs.th and religion.
“The Government of India

and will eomtinue i do so,” 8
forelgn ministry statement

This  effectively side-

stepped the lssue avoiding
any poasible confrontation,
However, in the hag];er pic-
ture, the Dalai
remains a contentious Is.we
in India-China velations aned
his latest

PENOUNCETERLS
will ensure its contimuation
in the foreseeable futare,
The Dharma, for all its
fragility, has stood up to
Chma's state with
remarkable fortimde and
success, This fight seems
destined to pass on to the
next era.

The writer is an
independent
commentator on
olitical

and security issues

It is shocking that there is a big
base which actually supports
the actions of the father who
shot his own daughter Radhika
Yadav. It is sad to see so many
Indians living in a time warp.
Just because a child, especially
a girl child, has been sired by an
individual, it does not give him
lifetime rights over his child's
conscience and life and have her
obey him until the se-called
responsibility for her decisions
has been shifted to her husband,
who is again chosen by the
father. Neighbours may have
taunted the father but why did-
n't he teach a lesson to them
instead of committing this
heinous act? If custom and cul-
tural values of which we are very
proud of can incite a father to
kill his own daughter, and one
who has made him proud at
that, isn't it time to dump them?
Al ques
Mumbai

WONDER LOST

TN A WORLD torn by conflict, peoj

and digital nokse, cne trait is quietty fading
— child-like Jearnireg, Today's global chan-
nels teach fear before curinsity, suspicion
Defure understanding, Wheve s the wander
ihiat orvce meade chi sk

ately need the humility to wnlearn and
redearn. Hope i not 8 steategy — it's a mind-
et The question is not what we are teach-
ingz, but hivw we are barning.
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INDIA FALLS BEHIND

THE U8 MOVE to ease export restrictions
on Electronic Design Automation software
w0 China has veg in American
firms like Synopsys, Cadence and Skemens
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mﬁz India q\u‘l hnpuﬂ Ingaln
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ster domestic capabilities, t‘hlnn is lsui
0 mhﬂhmﬂmﬂ. w

Kumar
Hazaribagh
500 for the best letter of the
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However, whether the streets

mﬂlmdnlhrqumhnwhmbm]ym:anmﬂ.

‘The writer is a samior jourmalist



Monday, July 14, 2025
CHENNAI

THE HINDU

SCIENCE

Climate change is deciding where
and how rural Indians are living

Climate migration, which is the movement of people forced to leave their homes due to climate-related disasters, has led o widespread and often
involuntary migration to urban areas and other regions, eroding social structures and worsening living and working conditions for migrants

Sayantan Datta

wo features mark the

geography of Bundelkhand, the

region in Central India spread

over 13 districts of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh: the steep
hills of the Vindhyas and progressively
scanty rainfall and increasingly frequent
droughts.

Consider Panna district in Madhya
Pradesh. According to data from the India
Meteorological Department, Panna has
been receiving progressively less rainfall
even as temperatures have been rising.
According to one estimate, the average
temperature in Bundelkhand is expected
to rise by 23.5" C by 2100,

The region has thus become a hotbed
of droughts. Datia in Madhya Pradesh, for
instance, faced nine droughts between
1998 and 2009. In the same period,
Lalitpur and Mahoba districts in Uttar
Pradesh suffered eight.

The region’s farmers have been the
worst affected. As their crops have failed
maore often, they have struggled (o make
ends meet and slipped deeper into debt.
Agricultural workers have taken up other
Jjobs, such as working in the region’s
diamond mines. When that too hasn't
sufficed, the men have left their families
behind and migrated, Surendra Singh
Jatav, assistant professor of economics at
the Babasaheh Bhimrao Ambedkar
University (BBALY, Lucknow, said. Their
dr_".tinatiuns are "Surat, Ahmedabad,
lhi, Bangalore, and Chennai."

Jatav has studied the impact of climate
change on farmers’ lives in Bundelkhand
since 2012, The most significant change,

Bl.]rLdi.lkhdndS\-’l"dﬁE

Climate migration

A little more than 1,500 km away from
Bundelkhand is Charpauli village in
Bangladesh. Located along the banks of
the Jamuna river, Charpauli has a starkly
different problem. Every year during the
maonsoons, the Jamuna swells and
devours the land on its banks. Large
chunks of the land break off and are
washed away, taking the homes of people
with them.

According to some media reports in
Bangladesh, in one week in May 2022,
riverhank erosion in Jamuna destroyed
around 500 houses in Charpauli, leaving
thousands homeless. In a 2023 study,
researchers at the Dhaka University of
Engineering and Technology wsed satellite
images to find that between 1990 and
2020, the river’s left bank had dwindled
by roughly 12 m every year and the right
bank by about 52 m every year.

Sdientists have suggested that climate
change leads to a greater volume of water
flowing through a particular river channel
at a particular time, in tum increasing the
risk of flooding and erosion.

The parched lands of Bundelkhand
and the flooded banks of the Jamuna
share one similarity. As their houses are
consumed by the ever-swelling river,
people first try to move away from the
bank, at times building fresh howses on
arable land. Then, when it is no longer
possible to survive in the village,
according to ETH Ziirich researcher Jan
Freihardt, entire households migrate to
nearby cities like Dhaka as a last resort.

Freihardt, a postdoctoral researcher,
has studied dimate migration in
Charpauli and other villages.

Climate migration refers o the
movernent of people resulting from
climate change-related disasters, which
may be sudden (floods, cyclones, etc.) or
pracual (increasing temperature, sea-lovel
rise, etc.). According to a 2022 report by
the International Refugee Assistance
Project, climate and weather-related
incidents force about 20 million people to
migrate every year to other areas in their
own countries. This is called internal
migration.

While migration away from the
Jamuna's banks is permanent, climate
change can also exacerbate seasonal
migration in many areas. One such case is
that of migration from Vidarbha and
Marathwada, two infamously
drought-prone regions of Maharashira,

Sugar cane and bitter endings
The Vidarbha and Marathwada regions lie
in the rain shadow of the Western Ghats,
A rain shadew forms when a region is
located on the side of mountains facing
away from the sea. As water evaporates
from the sea, the warm, maoist air rises
up. When it reaches the top of the
mountains, it condenses to form clouds,
which eventually rain down on the side
facing the sea. By the time the air crosses
over the mountains to the other side,
almast all the moisture has been
7]
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Awoman draws water fram a well at Manoha imthe Eundelkhan.d region of Uttar Pradesh. SHVHUMAR PUSHPAKAR

exhausted, th.u-. the side » faving away from

tym}., over time. This has happened
with Vidarbha and Marathwada.

Climate change is worsening this
situation. Both regions have been
recording erratic rainfall of late.

“The number of rainy days are coming
down and rain on a particular day is
increasing. But the gap between two rainy
days is long,” Ramanjaneyulu GV,
executive director of the Centre for
Sustainable Agriculture, said in
September 2024, Satellite data has also
revealed that temperatures in the two
regions already surpass the 50 C mark in

May.

Those who live here pack their
belongings on bullock carts and travel for
hundreds of kilometres to sugar cane
plantations in Western Maharashtra and
Karnataka. There, they stay for four to six
maonths, working as "cane cutters" in
these fields, Ankita Bhatkhande, head of
communications at a social-impact
consultancy named Asar, said.

Bhatkhande has been involved in
research projects that study the extent
and impact of droughts in Maharashtra.

India is the world’s largest producer
and consumer of sugar cane. The Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution reported that in 2021, the
couniry produced 50 crore tonnes of
SUEAT Cane, generating a revenue of more
than ¥20,000 crore.

This flattering number does not reflect
the reality of the migrant labourers who
harvest the country’s sugar cane fields.

According to Bhatkhande, cane cutters
are hired typically as a couple: the
hushand euts the sugar cane and the wife
stacks them. Together, the couple is
called a keita - a Marathi word for the
sickle wsed to cut the sugar cane. These

oo

Migration may be the most effective
way to allow people to diversify
Income and build resilience where
environmental change threarens
livelihoods

labourers are hired by a contractor
known as the mukaddam, who pays the
couple an advance: a sum that can range
anywhere between Rs 50,000 to Bs 5 lakh
depending on the couple's fmancial
requiremnents, the size of the sugar cane
plantations, and the quantity of sugar
cane expected to be harvested that year.

“The precarity and conditions of this
migration and the wages that they get
have worsened year on year," Bhatkhande
added.

Because they are paid an advance, the
labourers are required to work until they
have cut enough sugar cane to match the
payment. For example, if a couple has
been paid T 50,0040 at the rate of T 367
per tonne of sugar cane harvested, they
must cut 136 tonnes of sugar cane in the
harvesting season. However, erratic
rainfall and dry spells have brought down
the production of sugar cane, which is a
water-intensive crop. This means the
labourers have to return the next season
with no extra payment to make up for the
deficit, creating a eycle of debt bondapge.

The worsening precarity also reflects
on who is migrating: "Earlier, people in
their 30s and 20s were the ones who were
migrating. Now, people who are nearing
their 705 and 80s are also migrating for
work,” Bhatkhande said.

The younger people cut the sugar cane
and load stacks of it onto tractors while
thie elders are hired to remove weeds

Farmers load haruesleusugar CanE b he tranapon.ed b & sugar mill, at awillage in Karad. FTi

from the farm and sort and stack the cane
before it is loaded.

When the migrants reach the sugar
cane fields, they ane given “an extremely
dirty and shabby patch of land where
they can set up their homes,” she added.
These, according to her, typically take the
shape of plastic sheet tonts with no
electricity, toilets, or water.

Adaptation v. displacement

The conditions are no better for migrants
from Bundelkhand. Jatay, the BEAL
economist, said that in the metropolitan
cities to which they migrate, they work as
daily-wage construction workers, security
guards, and at dhabas (roadside
restaurants). Omly those who are highly
skilled get jobs that pay them enough
money to rent a room. Others
accommedate themselves in slums,
where poor sanitation leads to a
deterioration of their health, Jatav added.

Back home, the struggle is different. As
the migrant’s family waits for its
remittances to arrive - which can take
around six months after a person has
migrated and set up shop in the city, per
Jatav's estimate - they struggle to make
ends meet. The worst hit are the women
and the children. With the women left to
manage “everything on their own,” they
are unable to effectively monitor even
whether their children are going to
school, according to Jatav. He added that
‘women also become increasingly
vulnerable to sexual assault.

For the migrants from Charpauli and
other villages on the banks of Jamuna,
what they do after migration depends on
‘where they migrate to. Some villagers
migrate to other villages, Freihardt said.
There, they insert themselves into jobs
that are reminiscent of their life in their
previous homes, which now lie
underwater: “agricultural work for other
people’s lands™. Those who migrate o
cities take up more informal jobs, such as
rickshaw pulling, construction work, and
daily-wage work in brick kilns.

In a 20101 commentary in Nature,
researchers from the University of Sussex
and the UK government, argued that
migration “may be the most effective way
to albow people to diversify income and
build resilience where environmental
change threatens livelihoods.” That is
they suggested, migration could be a form
of adaptation against climate
change-induced loss of livelihoods.

Jatav disagreed, however: at least in the
context of Bundelkhand, he explained,
migration is a form of “forced
displacement” that lowers the "social
security of the migrants and their family™

“Migration is not an adaptation. Itisa
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A snapshat of the arbit of JYATLAS (light bhue)
through the solar system. The concentric ings at
the cantre depict the arbits of the solar system’s
inner planets, The arange fing |s Jupiter's orbe.
CSE, D RANKIN |CC B

Possibly oldest
known comet
streaks through
solar system

The Hindu Bureau

On July 1, scientists using the ATLAS
survey telescope in Chile reported they
had discovered an ohject in space they
called 3ATLAS, after tracking it since
June H. They quickly recognised the
ohbject was interstellar: its highly elliptical
orbit around the sun and how quickly it
was moving through space, at about 57-68
kermys relative to the sun, were clear
giveaways. In fact, its path was found to
trace back to the direction of the
constellation Sagittarius.

ASA has already said 31/ATLAS won't
pose any threat to the earth. Its closest
approach to our planet will be about 270
million km. Its closest approach to the
sun itself will be on October 29-30, 2025,
at about 210 million km, just inside Mars's
orbit. After it swings past the sun in its
Iyperbaolic orbit, it will exit the solar
SYSLEM NeVer (o retum.

Early observations have confirmed that
J/ATLAS is an active comet, exhibiting a
visible coma — the cloud of ice particles
and dust that enshroud the nuclews as it
nears a star — and likely developing a tail
as it approaches the sun. Photometric
measurements have revealed it has a
reddish hue. Its spectral slope of about
1.3% per 100 nm suggested its surface is
rich in complex arganic compounds or
waker ice.

NASA has said 31'ATLAS won't
pose any threat to earth. Its
closest approach will be about
270 million km. After it swings

ast the sun in its lic
orbit, it will exit the solar system,
DEVET 10 refurn

The size of the nucleus of JATLAS
itself is still uncertain thanks to the dust
surrounding it. Current estimates
nonetheless suggest it's about 1030 km
wide, which would make it larger than
either of its

2019, Its composition and mlatmn period
are under active investigation by multiple
international teams using ground-based
telescopes.

Indeed 3FATLAS is likely to be the
oldest comet scientists have ever
ohserved, possibly predating the solar
system itself by more than 3 billion years.
Computer simulations that physicists have
run have indicated that it may have
originated in the thin disk of the Milky
Way, or even from an older, thick-disk

This means studying 3/ATLAS could
reveal unigque details from the Milky
Way's galactic history.

Its rich water ice content and ancient
origin also offer a rare chance to study
primordial material from another star
system, providing insights into the
building blocks of planets and the
processes of star formation across the
galaxy.

A global campaign is currently
underway to monitor 3ATLAS as it
passes through the inner solar system.
Astronomers at observatories are
collecting data on its compaosition,
activity, and trajectory, with the aim of
learning as much as possible before it
fades from view.

The comet should be visible to amateur
astronomers with modest telescopes in
late 2025 and early 2026.

In sum, the discovery of 31/ATLAS has
opened a new window into the study of
interstellar objects, offering a wealth of
data for planetary scientists and
astronomers eager to learn about the
distant origins of such cosmic wanderers.

For feedback and suggestions
fow “Scher ce, please write to
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T]IIE preliminary report of the
Adrcraft Accidemt Investigation
Burean (A AN probing the Alr In-
dia flight 171 crash has answered
anly a few of the many questions,
The objectivity and credibility of
the report is already being ques-
thoned, thereby casting a shadow
erver what should have been an im-
partial and transparent investigs-
tion into one of India's worst avia-
thom accidents in pecent years, The
AAIE has clearly stated that infor-
mation in the report b “prelimi-
nary and subject to change” and
this disdaimer is crucial, It reflects
the nature of aviation accident in-
wvestigations, which ofien require
months of meticulous data gath-
ening, expert analysis, and testing
before definitive conchisions can
be drawm, Nevertheless, given the

hlnh||ml|l|;' Interest amd the grav-
ity of the crash, many had hoped
that the preliminary report would
at least offer a coherent narrative of
what could have happened in the
cockpit in the moments leading
up 1o the disaster, One of the most
significant findings in the report is
the observation that both engine
fuel cutafl switches “transitioned
from run 1o cutoll position one al-
ter another with a time gap of ane
secoml”

This is o vital phece of evidence,
s it essentially indicates that both
engines stopped receiving fuel in
rapid succession, leading 1o a total
loss of thrust. However, the report
stops short of explaining why this
happened. Did the transition occur
due 10 manual pilot input or a me-
chanical failure? This critical ques-

tion remains umanswered, leaving
a mapor gap in understanding the
sequence of events that led to the
erash, The report rules out a range
of common contributing factors
such as adverse weather condi-
tions, bird strikes, incorrect aircraft
configuration, contaminated fuel,
and pre-existing kssues with the en-
gines that were known earlier on,
This narrows the potential causes
o o few possibilities, but without
pinpointing whether human er-
ror o techmical malbiunction was
responsible for the fuel cutoff, the
weport keaves a crucial ambiguity
unresolved, The response of the
Air Line Pilots Association (ALPA)
India b the preliminary report has
anly served to deepen skepiiclsm,
ALPA has publicly \’Iil'h'iil“ll the
findings, stating that the neport

Final report of Al plane crash should be definitive

Tvints at “the guil of pilots.” This re-
sponse reflects a broader concern
within the aviation community:
Ahat the preliminary report, while
ostensibly factual, may contain im-
plications that are neither proven
e i,

In the absence of definitive
evidence, implying pilot culpabil-
hy—whe:hrrr ’;h:l\taplgh om{‘:sll.:tn
of ambiguity —will not only dam-
age repwtations but also derail
the broader safety kearning that
should be the primary outcome
of any such investigation. It is es-
sential that investigations focus
on establishing fact-based causes
and mot stray into speculative ter-
ritory, Aviation safety experts have
also pointed out that investigations
should aim not st &t identifying
the canses and those responsible

but at preventing future occur-
rences. From this perspective, the
preliminary meport would  have
been more helpiul had it provided
a clearer poadmap of the investi-
pative steps ahead, espechally re-
garding the analysis of the cockpit
vodce recorder (CVR), Might data
recorder (FDR), and the potential
cxnmination of the aircraft’s elec.
tronde ancd mechanical systems,
What remains now ks the hope that
the final report will being greater
clarity, sccountability, and closure,
For the families of the victims, the
aviation industry, and the traveling
public, the credibility of the AAIES
conchisions Is of wimost impor-
wance, A transparent, technically
sound, and impartial investigation
s i sine qua nom of institational re
sponsibiliy,

Golkonda: Unifying Telangana’s capital region

|

M. Nacrswana Rao

LACE  names  refloct
Plhclr historical — andd

cubral identities, and
Hyderabad, a dynamic me-
tropolis in southern India, is
no exception. Debates persist
aver it origing, particularly
the narrative that Mohammad
Chuli Gratub Shaly fosmdid it in
1591 as Bhagyanagar afier his
alleged Hindu wike or counte-
san, Bhagmati—a cdaim lack-
ing historical evidence, This
article examines Hyderabad's
nomenclaure, challenges the
Bhagyanagar story, and pro-
poses reraming the wrban
agglomerate—encompassing
Hyderabad,  Secunderabad,
and Cyberbad —as Golkonda
1o honour its Kakatiya and
Golla (Yadav) heritage. foster-
ing a unified reghonal kemtity.

Golkonda and the Kakatiya

legacy:
Golkonda Fort, foundad by
the Kakatlya dynasty In the
12th century as a strategic
westem oulpost, becamse the
comerstone of  Telanganas
capital region, shaping its po-
litkcal, historical, and cubural
prominence. Renowned for
thelr contributions to culture,
architecture, economic pros-
perity, the Telugu language,
and effickent governance, the
Kakatiyas developed inpovas
tive tank irvigation systems
for agriculure, Golkonda, a
straleghe western oulpost, pro-
tected against inwasions. lts
name, from the Telugu words
Golla (shepherd or Yadav)
and Konda (hill), reflects the
reglons pastoral heriage and
lIT(iullrfwmnnlil}'ﬁr* as
herders, farmers, and warriors,
The Kakatiya smpire el 1o
Idamic ivaders in the carly
Hdih century, with the Delhi
Subtanate, under  Alasddin
Khalji and Muhammad bin
Tughlag, annexing the Dec-
can, By the mid-1dth century,
Golkonda came under Bahm-

anl Sultanate control, After
its disintegration, the Cuiub
Shahi dynasy, founded by Sul-
tan Quili Cutub Shah in 1518,
made Golkonda its capital,
leveraging s strategic bocatlon
along the Musi Riverand natu -
ral defences,

In 1591, Mohammad Quli
Quish Shah, the fifth ruler,
established Hyderabad, mamed
afer Ali, the fourth Caliph of
Islam (with Hyder referring
to Alils title, “Lion of God"),
about eght kilometers cast
of Golkonda, With the leonic
Charminar s #ls centreplece,
Hyderabad became the politi-
cal and economic hub, while
Golkonda  remained a ey
miitary and cublural sie,

The Bhagyanagar
narrative-Fact or fiction?
The claim that Hyderabad was
originally namod Bhagyanagar
afier Bhagmati, lacks credible
historical evidence. Primary
Quiub Shahi sources, such
as the Tarikh-i-Cuatub Shahi
and Tozkirat-ul-Muluk, make
no mention of Bhagmati o
Bhagyanagar, possibly dus 10
a prefermce for [damic no-
mencature (Sherwani, 1974),
Haowever, 1Tth-century Euwro-
pean accounts by travellers like
Jean de Thévemot (Travels in
Trclia, 1687} occasionally refer
to the city as “Baghnagan” sug-
pesting some basis for the oral
tradition preserved among lo-
ol Tebagu commmunitics,

Cultural improbability:

The Bhagyanagar rarrative
raises cultwral questions. B is
unlikely that a Muslim ruber
would name his capital after
a Hindu woman, whether a
wille or courtesan. Idamic rul-
ens typhaally chose Persian or
Arabic names for their cities,
reflecting their rdighous and
cultural Whentities, as seen in
Ahmedabad  (named  adter
Sultan Ahmad Shah) and Au-
rangabad (after Emperor Au-
rangzeb). Naming a city after
a Himdu woman woukl have
been an anomaly. Mareover,
the claim that Mohammsd
CGuli Gutub Shah marred a
Hindu wonun named Bhag-
mail ks questionable, as con-
verston to Islam was typlcally
requined for marrage (Nikah),
Even i [hagmati existed,
naming o city afler a coutesan
would have been considered

dishonourable in both Hindu
and Muslim culural contexts,
further undermining the nar-
ratives credibliny.

Altermative explanations
for Bhagyanagar:
IF the: Bhagmati story & fic-
tiomal, how did the name
hagyanigar arse ia the first
place? One plausible hypoth-
s bs that Hyd erabad was built
on a pre-existing village named
Bhagyanagar, pmu'hl?’r named
after a bocal deity or temple.
The  Bhagyalabshnsi  temgle
within the Charminas prem-
kes supports this theory,
Given the historical preva-
kence of Idamic konaclastic
destruction of Hindu temples,
a wemple dedicated 10 God-
dess Bhagyalakshmi may have
been demalished to construct
the Charminas, explaining the
shie’s relighous significance for
local Hindus, The nanse Bhag-
yanagar, derived fron Bhagya
(fortune o prosperity) and
Nagar (city), could have been
a local name presorved in ord
traditions but absent from of -
ficial records.

Archacological
conshlerations:
Verifying the Bhagyanagar
hypothesis requires archaco-
lagical excavations under and
arcund the Charminar and
other historical sites in Hy-
shad, Such investigations
could uncover evidence of
pre-editing Hindu temples. of
settherents, However, excava-
tions near the Charminar are
Impractical due to urban con-
sraints and communal sen-
sitivities, The Bhagyalakshmi
wemple’s location within the
Charminar complex remsing
a tantalising clue, but without
further evidence. the Bhag:
yanagar nareative  remaing
speculative,

Cultural and political
implications:
Ewen if the Bhagyanagar story

uummuhllmﬂumuumnumm.
Hindu woman, whether a wife or courtesan. Islamic rulers
wnmnm wkﬂcnﬂuh“dﬂn

I Y

dentities, nm

were tnug, its implications for
Hindu cultural identity are
problematic, Namdng a ity of-
ter a Hinddu woman assochated
with a Musdim ruler, whether
a0 wile or courtesan, could

nmm-u[-mamuam.unmémnu
 Hindu woman would have been an anomaly,

Golkonda as the urban ag-
glomerate’s name:

‘This sprawling wrban agglom-
crale today comprises throe
distinet  citbes —Hyderabad,
the historical and cultural core;
cecunderabad. o colonial

Golla (Yadav) community
and Kakatiya legacy, ap-
pealing 10 locals while
remalning religiously neu-
tral,
« Regional unity: Golkonda
unifies Hyderabad, Secun-
dembad, and Cyberabad
under a sharad identity,
Global recognition;
Golkonda's historical sig:
nificance and  diamond
trade legacy (eg. Kohi-
noor, Hope diamonds) en
hange the regions culturl
and economic brand,

be perceived as und

Hindu pride. Such rlation-
ships often symbaolised con-
et o subjugation and com-
memorating  them  through
a citys mame would conilic
with Hindu pride, Moreover,
the lack of hisorical evidence
for Ithagmati undermines the

cantonment; and Cyberabad,
a madern IT hub—abong with
several other suburban locall-
ties. Naming the entire urban
agghomerate Golkonda would
celebrate the Kakativa dynasty
s the foundens of Telangana's
capital pegion, b ing thelr

ing potential
concems:

It may be angued that chang:
by Hyderabad's pame coukd
disrupt its established iden-
tity or create other challeng:
es However, this proposal
does mod advocate renaming
Hyderabad bsell but rather

legitimacy of Bhagyamagar as
Hyderabad's odginal name.
Thus, Insisting on Bhagyana-
g b problematic, and a more
inchasive, historically accuraie
nomenclature s needed 1o
hanowr the regions indigenous
heritage.

Golkonda-Erymology and
wultural sl
The e
a compelling akemative for
restoring the klentity of Hy-

enduring legacy in shaping a
unified identity that reflects
the areals historical conting-
ity and culural divessity, This
approach mirmors New York
Citys structure, which uni-
fies ins five dlistingt boroughs
the Bronx, Brookhm, Man.
hattan, Queens, and Staten
Idand. Adopting Golkonda as
the overarching name would
Tiawwivir the Galla community's
contributions, restore the re-
glon’s Kakatiya roots, and em-

derabads urban agglomerate.  brace its modern and Muslim
Deerived from the Todugu words  heritage.

Golla (shepherd o Yadav) To begin, the Hydorbad
and Konds (hill or mountain),  Meanopolitan  Devdopment
Golkonda reflects: the regions  Authority  a(HMDA)  and

jpastoral and agrarian roots. The  the  Hyderabad  Metropoli-
Golla conmunity, traditionally — 1an Water Supply & Sewerage
aiile herders, played a vitalole — Board  (HMWS&SE)  could

in Telanganals ecomonry and
culture. Their association with
Lowd Krishna imbues Golkon-
da with spirial significance,
drawing parallels to Govandhan
Parval, the sacrod hill lifted by
Kiishiaa in Hindu loge,

Gollonda Font, established
as a Kakatiya westem garison
outpost, represents a langible
link 0 Telangands past. The
Kakatiyas  were  champlons
of Telugu culture, construa-
ing beanie manumients like the
Warangal fort, Ramappa tem-
e, and promoting literature,
aat, and archiecture, Reviving
the mamse Golkonda woukd pay
homage 1o their kgacy while
fostering reglonal pride that
transcends religious and com:
munal divides,

be renamed as the Golkonda
Metropolitan  Devdopment
Authority amd the Golkonda
Metropalitan Water Supply &
Sewerage Board, respectively,
as the jurisdiction of these
eitities encoipaiies areas be-
yond the Greater Hyderabad
Muniipal Corporation
(GHMC) jurisdiction.

Benelits of the Golkonda

nomendlalure:

« Histarical BECUTHCY:
Golkonds, unlike Bhag-
yanagar, Is a documented
name from the Kakatlya
and Crutiab Shahi eras, lroe

from the speculative Bhag-
miali parrative,
+ Culturl inclusive

iny: Golkonda honours the

adopting  Golkenda as an
overarching name for Telan-
gama’s capital wegion, similar
o the Delhi-NCR modd,
‘This approach preserves. the
nliviclual Klemtities of Hy-
derabad, Secunderabad, and
Cyberabad while providing a
unifying framework,

The Bhagyanagar narra-
tve, while popular among
somse Hindu groups, is divi-
sive, By contrast, Golkomda
ks moted in Telanganas pre-
Muslim history and avolds
relighous connotations, maks
g it a more mclusive choloe,
Notably, the Cuiuby Shahi dy-
nasty was also known as the
Golkonda Nawabs, ensuring
the name acknowledges their
legacy as well,

Conclusion:

The debate over Hyderabuds
nomenclature veflects broad:
er questions of history and
lentity. The Bhagyanagar
narrative, though evocative,
lacks evidence and carries di-
visive implications, Galkon-
da, rooted In Indigenows
heritage, offers a unifying and
historically accurate alterna-

thve,

As Capieal Region Golkon-
da, Telangana can celebrate its
diverse past, Sosler regional
unity, and inspire a future of
shared pride amd recogmition.

(The anithor is a retired 1PS
afficer, and a former Director,
L Views are pﬂsmll”

Treatable weakness in blood vessels can :mpact cancer survivors’ muscles: New research

Javees Renman

UMOURS can destroy the blood
vl of musches even when the
muscles are nowhere close 1o the -
mour, That s the key finding of a new
study that my colleagues and | recently
published in the jourmal Nature Cancer,
Musche boss in cancer patients is a
major health problem, but the exact
causes of how precisely tunours affect
muscles romain an active arca of e
search, Sclentists in iy lab were curbous
whether ane explanation for the nuscle
Boss bn cancer patbenis could be that the
cancer Impairs the Bood vessels that
are necessary to supply nutrients and
oygen Lo musches. Healthy bood ves-
sels ensure that blood comtalning oxy-
gen and nutrients b Eranepor fmm
ihe beart 1o all i |

tismes that are further downstream,
Tor tackle this question, my colle

and 1 woeked with several other scien-
tific research teamis with expertise in
advanced microscopy, cancer rescarch
and metabalism, We wiod animal maod-
el 1o study several kinds of wmowrs -
lung cancer, skin cancer, colon cancer
and pancreatic camcer, We conslstemly
ohserved that the blood vessels in the
s cles became fewer and leakier even
before the muscle weaknes s set in

Activin-A matters:
W akso found that umours release
a protein called Activin-A, which acts
on blood vessels 1o cause the leakimess
and, ubtimaely, loas off blood vessels in
the musche, When we used gone ther-
apy o restore blood vesiel health by
peracting the effects of Activin:A,

body and then circulstes back to Ihr
heart. Unhealiy Bood vessdls lose the
ahility to circulate sufficlent bood and
develop leaks, with nutrients seeping
it thie Rissue prematurely and therchy
cutting off the supply of mitrients 1o

wie were able bo prevent nuscle loss, So,
we examined the muscles of patients
whio had passed away because of cancer
and foursd that the musches of cancer
patients contained fewer blood vessels
than expecied.

llors of cancer survivors struj
with muscle weakness, which can
so profound that they may hawe dif
ficulties walking up a couple of fights
of stalrs or going shopping for groceries

on their own, Severe musche weakness

and muscle boss during cancer is called
cancer cachexia, which occurs in up to
B0 per cent of paticats with advanced
cancer, Recend rescarch indicates that
cachexia is far maore common amang
cancer patients than previousdy -
pected, with approximately hali’ the
patients who see their cancer doctor
Tor the first time already showirg signs
of muscle weabness, Importantly, ca-
«hexia can persia even after the can-
wor i successfully treated and cured.

astating impact on
the quahy of life for cancer survivars,
Our discavery that the loss of blaod
wessel fumction in the muscles occurs

mew theraples are on the horron One
such therapy s an antibody drug that
targets the malecule GINF-15, a protein
that s thought to suppress appetite.
Other studies are using a combina-
thon of targeted nutrition and exercise
progranms 1o help patients with cancer
cachesla regain muscle mass and mus-
che stremgth, Al these studies suggest
that we will need a combination of
appeoaches 1o enhance exercise, nutei-
than, appetite, muscle regenerstion and
=48 e propose - Noud vessel h-nlﬂ-

carly cn during the progs of the
cancer suggests that fng blood ves-
sels in cancer patbents and cancer sur-
wivors could be a new way 1o prevest
of reverse cachexia, The reasons for the
muscle loss im cancer are complicated
and invobve poor nutrition due 1o loss
of appetite amd inflammation, which
are nitially caused by the tumour but
fpersist even when the tunsour b re
moved.

There are currently no teatments a-
proved by the Food and Drag Ad-
minktration (FDA) for cachexia, but

W are nos

e programmes thal Aklnmm fim-
prove blood vessel health, Repurposing
these treatments that are traditionally
designed for candiovascular patients
could be a rapld way to help cancer pa-
thents regain muscle strength.

We hope that our work highlights
how impartant i s for cancer patients
ta receive comprehensive medical care,
which includes Improving cardiovas-
cular health and overall quality of life,

(The writer is from the University
of Ukinois, Chicago)

() LETTERS

Judicial reforms and youth

HE Chief Bustice of India (CI1) Justice BR, Gavai,
while speaking at NALSAR University in Hyderabad,
was quite !’mhﬂ"ﬁl by bringing to the fore the deep flaws
ln the ouumrfs Mmaﬂ qu:m-u]uclnlly excessive trial

nhlcl\emdepuhllc trust In Justice. However, he ex
hope in young law graduates, whom he exhorted to lead
with integrity and purpose. A practical path forward in-
chudles ulllmllm-buund 1m| limits, increasing judicial
in coun processes,
and fasts ~tracking undertrial cases, Moneover, legal educa-
thon must go beyond theory o instil ethical responsibility,
shaping future lawyers as true guardians of justice,
Mahammad Asad, Mumbal

CJTis right about the eraving for
LLM from abroad

AE staement of the CJ1 B R Gaval as regards the fad of
Indian students 1o go abroad for pursuing LLM cours-
es is indeed true. particularly in the prevailing interna-
thonal cireumstances, Moreover, laws may be universal but
in practice they differ in the Indian contest due 1o several
interent factars that must be understond at the gras root
level, Returning to India after acquiring a PG qualification
abroad does not in any way fetch mose clients 1o practising
lawyers. The wunﬁllw gracluates must evolve strategies 1o
reduce delays in disposing cases, especially those related
w innocent peaple, who have been in jails for decades
together, The CII has rightly advised students about not
burdening their parents with financial requirements just (o
et a LLM from abroad but instead complete their higher
education in India.
Kariru Durga Prasad Rao, Hyderabad

CJIneeds tostreamline
delivery of justice
THF. advice given by Chief Justice of India (CJ1) Justice
IR, Gaval, who urged law siudents to avold higher
studies abroad and instead extend their begal knowledge
to serve the underprivi sections is highly aj fa-
tive, This can lulprzhlmkﬁuﬂ;lﬂ toall. 1 ﬂlm w
guide his team of begal heads and officials w sort out all
pcndln; nn-d come np with viable wlullunn 50 that the in-
Justice, € Lok
Mnlnll across the country will provide relief to lakhs of
I ocert victime and considerably address the problem of
Inerdinate delays.

Gudipati Aniriudh, Secunderabad

Kotawas o multifaceted actor

‘ot Srinkvasa Rao, popularly known as Kota, breathed
is laat in Hyderabad in the wee hours of Sunday ot
B3, He is known for his versatile portrayals, including as
a villain, comedian and character roles. Though he was a
artist, he transitioned to cinema and acied in more
than 750 films, He prowed his acting skills even in Tamil,
Kannada and Hindi films, A gifted artiste, he could deliver
dialogues in the local dialect of Telangana, Andhra and
Seema with dexterity, His acting credentials are compa-
rable to 5.V, Ranga Rao, Rajanala, Kaikala Satyanarayana
and Ravu Gopala Rao, He also forayed into politics and
represented BIP In Vijayawada East constituency In 1999,
The humble bank employes has won nine Nandi awards
and was conferved Padma Shri in 2015, His demise is an
irreparable loss to the film world, especially 1o Tollywood,
Praapa Reddy Yaramals, Tiravur (AP)

Kotalegacy will live for eternity

he flm industry, especially Tollywood, on Sunday lost
aversatile actor, who excelled in whatever roles b took
up. A former employee of SBI, Kota Srinivasa Rao passed
into the pages of history on Sunday at the age of 83 years,
His film carcer spanned over 45 years during which he
starved in more than 750 movies across genres, A recipl-
ent of Padma Shri and mine Nandi s, among several
other honours, as a distant elative of his, 1 am sure that the
legacy of Kota will stay on for cternity,
N Rariralakshnii, Secuinderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com
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Sigandur Bridge set for inaugaration

SHIVAMOGGA: A six-decade-long dream of over 40
villages scattered across the backwaters of the Shara-
vathi River in Sagar taluk is finally becoming a real-
ity, os the much-anticipated Sigandur Bridge is all set
tox b inaugurated on July 14, Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari, who laid its
faundation stone in 2018, will return to formally open
Ahis historic lifeline that promises o transform connes -
tivity in the region.

For more than sixty years, the people of Amba)

Tu, Kadsavalll, Tumari and lumu ing hamlets lived
like islanders, relying solely on limited daytime launch
services 1o cross the Linganamakki backwaters, After
sunset, they remained completely cut off, Bicing un-
imaginable hardship in medical emergencies or urgent
travel situations, But this ordeal is about to end.

Built at a cost of BH23 crore, the Sigandur Bridge
s now Karnatakas longest inland  cable-stayed
bridge, stretching abour 225 kilometers with a
robust design  to withstand  the  powerful  flow
of the Sharavathi, I connects Ambargosdlu and
Kalsavalli villages, dramatically cutting travel time be-
tween Sagar and Sigandur by nearly an hour. Noa just
villagers, but lakhs of devotees visiting the famous
Sigandur Chovdeshwarl Temple will benefit from this
modern marvel,

The bridge is designed with advanced extradosed
balanced cantibever technology and stands as Indiaks
second longest cable-stayed bridge after the Dwar-
ka bridge in Gujarat, Supported by 17 pilllu and an
10-meter-wide roadway, it showcases a blend
necring excellence and thoughtful planning amlm
lush greenery of the Western Ghats,

i -

and

hed at Mis, Marulinandan Printers & Publishers, A-1

Em n

Printed and Published by K. Hanumanta Rao, on behall of ?mrmu Modia House Pt Limited, Flat No.608, 6th Floor, Kitl Shikhae Buliding, Prot o, 11, Dist Center, Janakpur, New Delhi- 110058
Prin . Bara Bagh, G.T Kamal Road, Industrial Area, New Delhi - 110033, Chief Editor: P Madhusudhan Reddy, RNI Mo DELENG/2017/74005



