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Exhaustive probe needed as
many questions on Al crash

F&z is safer than crossing the street. India’s worst aviation incident in

—

nt history, which took lives not only of those seated in the plane but

also of medical students in their col hostel and others on the street,

does not change the perception of y even if it does alter the statis-
tical chances of a person dying in an air crash a bit.

What we need to know in this horrifying loss of lives is why did Air India's
Boeing 787-8 lose altitude so shortly after take-off. Was it a bird hit, erroneous
nying.avm(mmﬂmnmmma(mormelsmrva ‘behind the critical loss of
thrust from both as suggested by the landing gear still being down and
bad configuration !hentrﬂapswhﬂeﬂnphnewascllmbmgu airborne
for less than a minute after taking off from Ahmedabad?

Only an exhaustive pmbewﬂl hn out the real reasons behind the crash of
another plane made llsmcxeesmglv gaining nntorletsz_m
dubious safety not ylnan' huxinmgh of spacecraft too.
minute should it be assumed that Boeing’s old safety record governs fi:

planes these days like this 11-year-old aircraft was in t Seanle facility even
xlhsdgr“ mkenodor]andedmnmsdnrhxgumﬂymghnu:saud
ever mermcmsh

MmmubemnMguﬂle:dmg uailheia\sasmvmigal%m&nd

panels try to exact reasons why this blip in

A full review of the ayiation safety occurred. And they will have so
from different angles though

broken up in midair to suggest any extraneous
fleet for them t0  threat Jike tervor.
undergo safety

Apletmao{mddenuammshawgla

md fal

plane maker, including
to be undertaken o\nmldxu'lee\mgulnlemﬂmﬁse el Sl

crashes like the one in South Korea
regardless of how whxmnspesseneeﬁa:ﬂcrewdmd. Yet, it would
expensive they only be fair to say that finger pointing can wait
prove undlaumelnmmmalmwmmmetwnhhck

boxes and those facts are sifted

A full review of the the option of d the
for them to undergo safety checks, ma{ﬂswmheundm'ulmnmgamlessof
how expensive they prove as Air India about three dozen of them in oper-
ation and even if the airline, a pioneer of aviation in the country, may have fol-
lowed all protocols faithfully in its operational pncﬂnes.

‘While investigators robesndnvmianmpmdu usnmlargnhe
graveness of the tr4 of those innocents on the ground, many of whom were
young people md)mg for a career in saving lives in lhe medlual field and
some on the streets around the area in which the doctors' hostel was situated
dymgmrnomsonempuhsuhevmmlhemygplaceauhe time.

‘ansidering how many people die on Indian hlghwnyse\m day
hrlyl'al]mgcﬂawdsd suburban trains, flying is he safest mode
E;mxﬂnn mh@rthatwLBu\tormummmemndem!mms

!he\lsualsolmisalrhl ner dropping soon after take-off, a.l]vermmlonﬂ)e
multiple probes must find the reasons so that corrective action can be taken.

There is a huge amount of work to be done for India to shape up to being one
of the fastest growlng passen| r aviation markets with sufficlent trained
pilots, air traffic e'wrs try and ensure safe-
lyleswnnlenmihunun@dmshke!hm\h ash do not go in vain.

Tagore vandalism: Dhaka must act

mob attack on the ancestral home of Nobel Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore, who u also the author nflhe muanal anthems of India and

angladesh, in the istrict is

and clear evidence of the rising \n(olerance In India’s eastern mig}:huur
The attack is part of the growing intolerance towards secular values and
shared heritage that connect Bangladesh with India, since the Sheikh
Hasl vernment was overthrown in August 2024.

ing to a report by the Bangladesh police, 1,769 attacks have been
mpnned on religious minorities in the country since August 4, 2024. Non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) have claimed there have been over
2,000 attacks on religious minorities. Several temples have been
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Uncertainty of monsoon
continues to haunt India

Parsa
o Venkateshwar

Rao Jr

all it the whims

of the monsoon.

Meteorological

scientists  will

show that there
is some method behind
the whims. This year the
rains on May 24
over easily a week
earlier than the usual
date.

Naturally, it caused a
flutter all around.

. There
was a sigh of relief that
the gr ng summer had
ended. In many places,
with a few exceptions d
above normal tem)
tures, it has been a
able summer, even a
rt one in many ways.
The economic analysts in
the Reserve Bank of
India, in the think tanks,
and within and outside
the government were
happy too because it
assured that the above
normal — not necessarily

or set ablaze. There have also reports of atrocities against Hindu
‘women as well. Anything linked to India has become an anathema for the
Jamaat-e-Islami-backed chief adviser Muhammad Yunus'

While the attacks in Bangladesh have been confined to religious minori-
ties since the Yunus government took over, that on Tagore's ancesn‘al
home on June 8 ars to be an act copied from the book of

mean good flrnlculturs]

Economic Survey 202324
noted that agriculture
contributes 16 per cent of
GDP and supports 4.1 per
cent of the population.

From the time when
there was a l16-vector

metearology has
long way. There is abun-
dant record of daily,
weekly and monthly rain-
ﬁ;l! Statistics, neatly
in tables. The sta-
nsnr_-: do reveal regnnnnl
variations and fluc
tions, which make lor
absorbing reading. In
2014, 54 per cent of
tricts received normal or

pattern was mpeaxed
205, when 51 per cent of
lhedhmd:gclmsl
excess rainfall, while 49

the other years, in 2013,
and from 2016 to 2024,

erstwhile masters in Pakistan. These mcldems of extremism are not coxr
ducive to the growth of B:
of Pakistan even.

The Bangladeshi foreign ministry asserted that the country res) S
Rabindranath Tagore for his remarkable conlribuuons to its cultural her-
itage, and both the government and the reap of Bangladesh will continue
to cherish his legacy. However, it would be naive on (he part of the Yunus
government to expect ordinary people to respect Hindu personalities and
culture when it does not demonstrate the same in its own actions.

The reaction in India was along expected lines, as it united Indian ruling

blocs in their However, the Indian govern-
men! must be vigilant nhoul extremist Bangladesh, as these are growing
signs of its “Pakistanisation”

ue

(GVA) growth of the econ-
omy was 65 per cent
between 2014-15 and 2019
20, and the share of agri-
culture, forestry and fish-
ing wxs 47 per cent, com-

ustry’s 5.6 per
cent and the services sac
tor's 7.4 per cent. And in
the 201415 to 2023-24
ol of the

ent
Studies, Tata Institute of

government. g higher nearly 70 per cent of the
outp districts had normal or

Government  figures excess mmta].l In 201415,

1 A production

Statistics) show that the  was 252,68 million tonnes,

the case Gross  Val Added a 4.466 per cent fall from

in 201314. In the years
when nearly half the dis-

tricts in the country had
deficient rainfall, the
foodgrains output

remained at comfortable
levels. It did not entail
food shortages as it did in
the mid-1960s. It is for this
reason that drought has
dls;ﬁ\penmd from the
ublic vocal .

t is now hx:‘nh:g

The Economic Sune‘y

2023-24 noted that “the
sector remains highly

Survey says that there is
a “strong link between

sﬁﬁiﬂmm rainfall short-
and suhammml crop

per
dependent on the mon-

S00N. e monsoon
remains a key factor in
the Indian economy,
something that cannot be
wished away.

emerged as a servicesdri-
ven econamy. For the last
10 years maore, there
is a consistent attempt to
make India a manufactur-
ing hub. There has been
moderate success on the
manufacturing front.
Economists and policy-
makers have been look-
ing hard at the reasons.
vate investment has
of why
manufacturing was not
taking off. The
ment been
private sector to invest in
industry, and schemes

vital factor for the ever-
ban sector
y, for con-
trolling mtensl!y. for nur-
turing green cover and
providing for the water
systems to sustain the
crowded cities and towns.
Water scarcity is a night-
mare for cities even as
dmuyn is to the farmers.
There is also the addi-

tional factor of excessive
rnmﬁall A recent
h paper in the

Bnush sclence journal

predict excessive rainfall
activity (ERA) dmt:; the

MONsoon mon
of the damage it does to
crops. And cities face
excess rainfall threat

leading to

lives, and destruction
property. Rainfall and
cities are ane of growing
areas study even as
Mumbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru experiences
them in recent years and
the residents of the cities
and the local government
were caught on the wrong
foot. While they were

of unthinking building
activity was other

aunmon was onoe an

FIGHT FOR RIGHT

A heartbreaking incident
from Morena in Madhya
Pradesh is a stark reminder
of deep-rooted patriarchy
that denies a woman her
right to choose her own
path. A former Armyman
shot his widowed daugh-
ter-in-law simply because
she refused to accept his
will regarding her remar-
riage. This act not only vio-
lates her fundamental
human right, but also
exposes how status, educa-
tion or military background
alone cannot ensure
humanity or justice without
moral awareness. Such
tragedies shake our con-
science and compel us to
realise that building a truly
just and respectful society
requires more than laws,
but also their enforcement.
Asad Damrubar
Mumbai

INCLUSIVE TECH

THE PRIME MINISTER'S vision of
Dol — ot can Shbiion Fepiace
action? Millions of Indian youth
remain digitally excluded. Without

S:hr&]edxmtm how will they code
ture? Innovation demands

8. Start-ups
hlonm nnly m‘ﬁm emnaww

elemem of (he popular

cinema in India though it

has dlsappeamd altogeth-

er today. And it was part
of poetry in all Ianguags

The absence of the mon-

soon from the cullural

like F
Incentive (PLI) had been
rolled out to attract pri-
vate investments. Even as
the manufacturing take-
off is underway, agricul-
ture remains a dominant
aspect of lhe national

ecanomy.
’X'heha\mcto(mummn

ﬁ)es beyond agriculture.
fydro-power generation

is ~
est fact. Some people

boms of nostalgia. But the
times have changed and it
is the small screen on the
mobile phone that domi-
nates rather than the
clouds in the sky portend-
ing rain. But the monsoan
remains a hard fact of life,
for the farmers, and for

“Digital India’ bmnma a
huxzwuni ‘with no bite. If wchngﬁy
the engine, equity must be the Or
else, who are we powering forward —
and who are we leaving behind?

Muzaffarpur, Bihar

WHAT A SHAME that the UP govern-

ment understated the total number of
deaths during the stampede at Maha
Kumbh held at Prxhaﬂgcra)m January

M this year as37. A report has put
the actual figure at &. The BBC repart
is based on extensive ground reporting

across 50 districts and interviews with

THE ASIAN AGE lnterruptton of 202021, vulnerable to weather is dependent on reser- city-slickers, too, because  over 100 families. Its alists veri
202223), the GVA growth  variability, with only 55 voirs, whxch ln mm water remains part of the  fied 62 deaths, using mogaphn:en
K Miriee P re— of the economy was five t of the net sown wKend toolkit of life. You are  dence, eyewitness testimonies
e P & Pkt per cent, and the contri-  area receiving irrigation. ile the shm nf solar forced to look up for the  firmation of ex-gratia payments made
ik Ry i bution nfagrlglmm 3‘9 wmg'u!ul upr:lﬂmlxn: e wind power as renew-  jssues eom:err;;ng l:l‘: to families. The Wm has been
i iais Nibtoel Voith ot o Doyl sl - - 45 per cent, aj t able energy sources is monsoon even if you
1) m.,.‘:‘: PR o) Vs e S ShurWn iy g e SO e s 4.7 per cent and of the ser-  relies on rainfed systems,  increasing, hydro-power not moon about it. conduct of Kumbh, yet a factual res-
Publisbed st Prised on heball of and for wvices sector 4.7 per cent. making it especially sus- ammbums 102 per cent ponse to such & grave tragedy remains
Decems Chowile Hkiegs Limitn ubunt! Neos Noshod Vs Comrn, 218 S e Upiyay Mg, Mow Agriculture is a key fac- sin  of the 453 per cent of The writer is a Delhi-  shrouded in administrative silence,
Dulut 110 (612 ¢ B fnfanch L1t -, Secae 11, Nokda 231 tor in the growth rate of * Citing sources of  based commentator and fvakmer
i preshumamaring ool 5 o oo 570 the  economy. expert opinion, the energy. The monsoon isa analyst Chennai
- “If it doesn't make sense on earth The US falling out has absolutely dwarfed, as the Labour vote. Then in the  burga/nigab ban. The bigwigs of Reform tald the
Farrukh It might make sense in hell news, a breach — albeit temporary — between two 2025 “Jocal” (municipal) elections, they wanover X press that Zia was very mstrumental in Reform’s
We, these UK palitical clowns: Ni leader of the d?l:lng very many Tories and a fewer pllmmdﬂuthehﬂnnlyu;ﬂ;d!hm
Dhondy they serve us well ising “populist” Reform and its  number mg.hu exhaustion with the heavy duties that the
qumtﬁ:rl#mhlbebﬂr Muslim 2 one Zia Yusuf. ZhYnlulwhn atdnﬂmedﬂlﬂe manship imposed on him.
cahbages Wards — the avatars of thought How " " s this palitical One is tempt- He boasts So, there's Zia, reconciled with
Only expression wieids the power ed to call it extreme right-wing, with its ant i ):Um back in the fold. (No such hope for a on
1 s suppart for peopl a lon par tary seat — too’
ing all silence distras rhetoric, it for le who attack A byelection for the liament of  of Musk and
asylum-seekers, its wild promises of bettering and was held in May and, yes,  bridge?)
— From Jigry Dost to Jig-Jig Dost, by Bachchoo that the vaters of Britain may want, its again contesting Vnnuldm‘lmmnch-m:hwyukhu
mﬁﬂnh@dﬁlﬂy elected Sarah Pochin. In Parliament, Ms Pochin for-  now been assigned the role of cutting.
quarrel between Elon and Donny is the  that peaple care about cutting taxes for capl-  mally demanded that Sir Keir Starmer and the councils in which Reform has a majority. Hu
) comic soap opera. Oh, talists, etc. It's a party that works on what the Brits  immediately a law banning wearing of mmmmnmdmm:m
haw we that Musket can - get the metaphor. The banumdm in Trumpistan, of cutting council budgets. M
Th El n_Donald prove that histles a tune o ptern that atvcts the - 7ia Vusul ot socil e s that el b busies e D tnent f
e 0 9  Donut was a paedophile client of Jeffrey Epstein. pets who come running. dog whistler is not 't demand that a  Efficiency —
. Gosh, if [ a claim  called to indicate how he/she will deliver  policy which Reform had not sanctioned, approved Nuuzh.nmxl&mllhmlummghuhg-
that Danut knew he was named in the Epstein files,  what was in the whistle. Dogs don't hold or adopted. resigned as chairman of the  banker and then serving businesses with their
la usu = arage suppressed them had Epstein  the whi w0 — until of course footwork as a “concierge” ﬂrm.hhd:ﬁr cut-
i mm\hizdlnﬂl e 'czrthlm;mbmholhw mvumhgmdsﬂmummm mm@&wﬁm as with
But 1 am not into conspiracies, so an one, | rhetoric no means of achieving what they  Britain, his fa a doctar and his mother a nurse,  Muska-lagao's start cutting any pro-
COMIC SOAD ODETAS:  hope Musket will muster some evidence to beck up both warking for the National Health &nmnz mmw “Inclusiveness”, the
*  what he has said and that self Trumpet will prove Will the British, or indead sensible, llmun.lmu» was a member of the Tory Party before pet hates of the supporters who believe
y his accusation that Musks-Iagao is a drug addict national public stand by if some Reform shipuﬂ}nimdlhﬂmn.Suwhyme pro-  that these favour Asians, Johnny foreigner
him up. (and there are, | Very many) comes to Ms 's ? Was and other ities".
and have him locked and Pochin's demand? he
. Long live the rivalry — I thought I'd itto  powerand is in favour of the British Navy gun dved reaction of the Muslim ifhe  Every council in Britain is overstretched finan-
the falling out of the cousins Y ir and s asyl in went along with it? Did he anticipate a fatwa of  cially and in debt. Just as Musk-rat came unstuck
Duryoedhan, but 1 immediately realised that that some sart? and generated untold hatred against his dismissal
was, as the Mahabharat intends, wholly on the side Is the Pope a Muslim® Apparently not. s0a
of Yudhisthir with D as the villain, whereas inthe  The whistle has, in recent manths, sort of warked. Two mwmhwn similar fate awaits Y1
farce in the United States, both are evil. In the general election of 224, Reform ate into the  party even he would support a and prediction go hand-in-hand.
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o say i is a monumental trag-

edy Is a gross understatement,
A London-bound Air India flight,
a Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft,
carrying 242 people, including
crew, burst into a ball of fire after
crashing into a medical college less
than half-a-minute after taking off
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in-
ternational airport in Ahmedabad
on Thursday afternoon. This plane
crash, the worst in India in this
century, left 241 passengers and
crew members dead, Only one pas-
senger had a miraculous escape.
The collateral damage is equally
numbing. As the il-fated plane
rammed through hostel buiklings
of B Medical College adjoining
the airport, 24 people, including
medicos, lost their lives on the

ground, taking the wll to 265, This
Thursday tragedy shocked the na-
tion and heightened anxiety about
air travel, However, the sheer scale
and complexity of the tragedy can
be gauged from the fact that ﬂu-n
was no official

now. The aircraft, considered an en-
gincering marvel and fuel-efficient
one, faced significant quality issues
after it entered commerdial service
in 2011, To address the quality is-
sues, the US alrplane maker had
1o stop | liner’s deliveries be-

the mumber of deaths even .na
midnight though crash took place
around 1,40 pm in the afternoon,
For some reasons, there was some
reluctance on the part of the author-
Ities to disclose the death count!

The crash olwiousy raises doubts
about the safety protocols that Air
India practices. Its poor safety re-
cord continued even after Tata
Group took over lhe state-owned
alrliner in 2022, Furth

tween Janwary 2021 and August
2022, The latest crash shows that a
Jot more needs 10 be done, Never-
theless, the Ahmedabad plane crash
is obviously a big bow 1o India’
fast-growing civil aviation u\lm

Dreamline crash an aviation safety wake-up call

But these types of plane crashes
dent ks trust in air travel. It
is o re, the responsibility of
the central government to quell the
doubts among air travdlers about
the safety in the civil aviation space
in India,

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjara:
pu Ram Mohan Naidu did the right
thing when he announced that an
expert panel would be constituted
1o study the civil aviation safety in
the country and suggest measures

The country s the third large

ket globally when it comes to pn-
senger traffic, On the alr cargo front
100, India is the sixth largest one.
With focus on expanding the avia-

the
safety aspect of Boeing 787 Dream-
liner aircraft is also under cloud

thon inf and new alrports
in the country, the sector Is poised
for rapid growth in coming years,

for its imp He made this
announcement soon afier inspect-
ing the crash site. Statutory bodies
like Alrcraft Accident Investigation
Burean (AAIB), a part of Minis.
try of Civil Aviation, will carry out
their probes into the fatal crash.
However, the proposed expert panel

will go beyond this crash and look
at the whole gamut of the aviation
safety ecosystem in the country.
But the Minister should ensure the
implementation of its report in to-
tality. To be frank, aviation safety
protocols in India are not of global
standards, Frequent air travellers in
the country know this very well. It is
a known fact that airline staff han-
dle many safety-related issues with
utter callousness. The ¢ dis-
aster of Alr Indias Boelng Dream.
liner 787 turning a ‘desthliner’ in
Ahmedabad should be a wake-up
for the civil aviation sector, airlines
and governments when it comes
to air travel safety in the country.
1ts high time the country has the
highest safety standards in aviation
space. That's the need of the hour.

() LETTERS

THE devastating crash of Air India Boeing 787 Dream-
liner (flight AT 171 bound for London) in Ahmedabad is a
tragedy of enormous magnRude. It ks India’ worst civilian
alr crash in the last three DGCA will have to meticu-
lously investigate the cause of the crash. In the larger in-
terest of all passengers, the Union Government must start
abandoning the old and outdated civil acroplanes.

Dr Sunil Chopra, Ludhiana

Enhance aviation safety

‘am writing this letter to express my profound sorrow
and shock at the tragic loss of lives in the Air India flight
AII?I crash in Ahmedabad. A Mayday call was issued by
‘Kllau.hnlktlmmﬂm silent shortly before the
My thoughts are with the aggrieved families and the
lom survivar who miraculously escaped the crash,
“This horrific incident highlights the importance of prior-
Mizing aviation safety and ensuring the highest standards
of and d It Is cruchal

Cheating by manufacturers
and tampering by owners
leading to car pollution

Defeat devices are mainly found in
diesel cars and trucks, since derel

-~ Blood on fhe runway, silence in fhe
boardroom Time for a nafional inquiry

rol o LPG. Adding an emission con-
trol system to meet Euro 6 tandards
costs about $600for a petrod car.

Rosix Syt ANo
ALBERIO AYALA

MISSION control sys-
ems In modern cars

ter and nitrogen oxkles.
But these systems face two
major challenges: carmak-
ens cheating on pollution
tests and owner tamper-

Cheating means high-
:31\-:'. cars can be sold
when they shouldnt be,

0 100 times. In our n::
research review, we found
the impacts of cheating and
uqmln;an mlmd

The scandal drew world-
wide attention and cost the
company about $50 billion.
For those caught, s
and mandatory recalls have
followed. But this hasn’t
been enough to stop the
practice. The way these tests
are conducted usually must
be disclosed by law to en-
mcmpuuyuﬂmm

to cheat. Tampering by car
owners Tampering s largely
done by owners of diesel
cars and trucks. Owners
can tamper with emission
m'dnyum\nnlmm

across Ihuhbe

For Instance, research-
ens in Spain found almost
half the diesdl trucks had
been tampered with, while
the Volkswagen Dieselgate
cheating scandal uncovered
in 2015 ked to an estimated
AS60 billion in health costs
in the E Union,

‘The 8! Better

ing y»
vigilance to get high pollut-
ing cars off the road. How
i we get here?

From the 19505 onwards,

combustion-engine cars are
complex  computer-con-
trolled  systems  optimised
to balance engine perfor-
mance, durability and emis-
sion control. Authorites in
many nations rely on test
ing to see if a new modd s
emitting at malwm:lxn
to meet emission

Manufacturers  can
advantage of the known
quirks of official tests and
intentionally alter  how
their whldu e dur-
Ing test this, they
may install & lk‘uhkﬁﬂ
wsually deep in the car’s en-
ine or its computer code,
These devices shift the car
0 a special low-emissions
maode if testing bs detected.
They're typically easy for
the automaker to install and
difficult o detect. Defeat
devices are mainly found in
diesel cars and trucks, since

rebel against

liws they donlt agree with
oc avold extra costs such
o Adblue, a liquid needed
o reduce nitrogen  ox-
Kes emissions from diesel

ks Tamperd »
:‘l‘y‘llqnl. But o n.h:\
sopped  the  production

of aftermarket tampering
devices, such as software
which deactivates emission
control systems,

Its net necessarily iliegal
10 sell these devices, but it
s lllegal to install and use
them, In the road freight
sector, the use of aftermar-
ket g by vehide
owners also acts as an unfair
economic advantage by un-
dercutting responsible and
law-abiding operators.

Combustion engine cars
and trucks will be on the
world’s roads for decades
10 come. Ensuring they run
o cleanly as possible over
thelr etime will require

and Inservice
emissions testing Authori-
tes will also need to focus
on enforcoment, Creating
an intemationally
test protocol for the .
tion of defeat devices will
also be necessary.

Combating tampering by
owners as h\n:ll :P:nl':m
tioning emissions systems
will require better detec
tion efforts, either through
on-road emissions testing
o during a car service, One
approach would be to add
tdemetry to the onboard
diagnostics systems  now
common in modem cars.
Tdemetry radio transpond.

/ VRAMU SARMA

hursday was not just

a day of aviation trag-
edy—it was a defining
moment that exposed the
fragile underbelly of Indias
civil aviation ecosystem. A
modern aircraft, ted by
what's now touted as a “na-
tional carrier reborn” under
the TATA Group, crashed in
circumstances that experts
suggest may have involved a
loss of thrust. But the tech-
nical failure, as grave as it is,
only scratches the surface.

Dreamliners for thorough
checks—fuel parameter
monitoring, cabin air com-
pressor inspection, electron-
ic engine control testing,
actuator and ofl system as-
sessment, and hydraulic sys-
tem review, inchuding take-
off performance parameters.
Had this action come earlier,
the tragedy might have been
averted. Let this be the first
step toward real account-
ability and aviation safety
reform,

Air India’s performance
under TATA has been far
from the turnaround nar-
rative peddied in corporate

rooms and govern-
ment corridors, New alrcraft
orders and rebranding ex-
ercises cannot mlnmu(c for

What we are wit g s and
a systemic collapse nl a5 lnkuul mwmhlny Ifa
f alrline of TATA's stat-

management to regulatory ure—with access o global
h and, ultimatd aviation ps and

the Government of India.

The TATASs, after reclaim-
ing Alr India with great fan-
fare, promised a renalssance
in service standards, safety,
and operational discipline.
Yet, this crash under their
stewardship reveals a harsh
truth: legacy problems don't
disappear with & new logo
or corporate pedigree. Be-
hind the slick branding and
nostalgla-driven  advertis-
ing, the reality is grim—In-
dia’s flagship airline remains
weighed down by lethargy,
incompetence, and perhaps
most dangerously, compla.
cency.

If the aircraft had Indeed
Jost thrust, as early reports
suggest, then what does it
say about Alr India's mainte-
nance protocols? Were there
warning signs 7 Was
the aircraft alrworthy? These
are not rhetorical questions.
‘They demand urgent, public
answers,

In any modern aviation
system, a crash of this na-
ture—absent severe weather
or external factors—signals
a fallure of basic checks,
crew readiness, or worse,
systemic neglect.

Fridays  development,
where a bomb threat note
was found by crew officials
in the washroom of the
Delhi-bound Al A 320 Air-
bus 20 minutes after it took
off from Phuket in Thailand,
indicates that there were
lapses as regards foll

capital— cannot fix Alr In-
dia, then it must admit that
it either underestimated the
rotor, worse, chose to ignore
L8

The Government of India
cannot simply pass the buck
post-peivatisation.  Selling
Alr India did not absolve
the state of responsibil.
ity for aviation safety. That
mandate doesnt get sold—it
stays with the government,
Its silence in the aftermath
of this tragedy has been
deafening, Where is the Civ-
il Aviation Ministers state-
ment? Where s the Prime
Minister’s response? When
trains  derall, officlals are
suspended. When a plane
crashes, silence bsn't leader-
ship—its complicity.

What's even more damn-
ing Is the script-like predict-
ability of the response. No
public apology from Air
India. No strong account-
ability note from TATA. No
high-level suspension or res-
ignation from DGCA. Just
statements, safety  audits,
and the usual “wait for the
final report” Enough! These
are human lives—not data
points for another internal
memo of press release,

And that overhaul must
begin with consequences—
real, demonstrable, institu-
tional  consequences.  The
media must shed its usual
deference to power and act
as the publics h‘)!(M‘
not the establish

ers can report emissions
problems to the owner and
relevant  authorities, who

security p 15, This Is
another classic example of
systemic fallure. As usual,
the Al management is silent

dog. It must force answers
from Air India, TATA, the
DGCA, and the Ministry—
not let them escape behind

ficiency, Let's face it—Indias
aviation boom is built on a
dangerously thin founda-
tion. Overburdened fleets
and understaffed technical
teams, fatigued crew, and
insufficient safety audits are
the underbelly of the glam-
orised aviation sector. As
airlines expand aggressively
and push boundaries, safety
becomes collateral damage.
And when a crash occurs,
a familiar pattern follows-
blame the weather, laud
the pilot’s sacrifice, and an-
nounce a panel.

From Maharaja to Mayday: Air India’s fall is a national shame

a ministry, India needs an
independent, professionally
staffed aviation safety au-
thority —autonomous, em-
powered, and ruthless about
standards. Until that hap-
pens, no one will trust that
the skies are safe.

‘The Government of India
must legidate and not just
suggest this change, Safety
Is not a post-crisis slogan,
Its a constitutional duty, A
nation cannot claim global
power status If its own cit-
zens die in preventable lll
disasters due to

that the authorities launch a lhomuﬂi investigation to de-
termine the cause of this accident and take steps to prevent
similar tragedies from occurring in the future, To enhance
aviation safety, the -ulhomki nlmlll focus on robust
train d collab
accountability, and mbmlnl new technologies. This in-
chudes |mplrmm‘cl«m¢ Safety Management Systems

(SMS), and reporting,
and promaoting a poduvr ulny culture.
Jubel DCruz, Mumbai
Makers of Dreamliner must
assess reasons for the crash
HE Dreamliner crash in Ahmedabad is an unk

event in aviation history. The probable failure of both
engines either due to bird-hit or a technical malfunction is
one of many assumptions. The pilot’s ‘Mayday” call pust be-
fore take-off was too late for the ground aviation experts to
avert the catastrophe that led 1 the loss of 242 lives. As this
is the finst ever crash since the induction of B-787 Dream-

liner in ten years, the fa must strictly L
10 assess the reasons for the crash,
P R Ravinder, New Mirjalguda, Hyderabad.,
A nation in mourning
DAY, our hearts are deeply broken upon the

t news of an aviation accident involving a
edabad to London. This is not the first such in-

Auhmmhmuldumsmummm

lives~it has broken the nation’s trust in its aviation
system. As initial reports suggest technical failure,
the deeper crash is institutional: AirIndia, under
the TATA Group, has failed to uphold basic safety
standards; the DGCA remains a passive, toothless
regulator; and the Govemment of India has
abdicated its responsibility post-privatisation, This
is not just a tragic accident—it is the outcome of
arrogance, neglect, and unchecked complacency.
This incident lays bare how brand makeovers and
corporate rhetoric cannot mask systemic decay.

Unless demonstrative, public accountability
follows, the skies will remain a symbol not of
progress, but of peril.

Not this time.

“This crash must mark the
end of that cycle. The TATA
Group must accept moral re-
sponsibility. It is not enough
10 acquire an airline and pa-
rade o legacy; you must car-
ry its operational burdens
and dean up its dangerous
mess. It s not enough to
inherit an airline; one must
also accept its labilities, 1
TATAs can transform the
salt-to-software empire into
a global benchmark of effi-
clency, why s their flagship
airline still running on out-
dated systems and compro-
mised culture? Is it misdi-
rected priorities—branding

arrogance, When a plane
crashes, it Is not just steel
and fuel that burn—it is the
credibility of the system.

The public is no longer
in the mood for vague con-
dolences and token inquir-
bes. They want accountabil-
ity, transparency, and visible
change, Every Indian board-
ing a flight today deserves
to know that the system
protecting them isn't playing
roulette with their lives.

We cannot allow this trag.
edy to fade into lhc mhnn
of  bureaucratic
ness. The cost hu
been paid in blood. N(M
it must be paid in justice,

(&

chdent; unf Ay, many such accidents have occurred
before, and hundreds of precious lives have been lost,
Such incidents compel us to reflect on how to
strengthen our alr travel system, Every t teaches us
a lesson, and it Is important that we learn from it.

It is essential that aviation companies and government
agencies carry out their responsibilities with er dedi-
c:l:n and vigilance so that such I\nnbnclmtcuenn

can be prevented in the future,
Omar Farugue, Assam

Pak flag at peace prayer assembly
case has been registered in Kerala after a Pakistani
g was displayed at a ‘world peace prayer, which Is
underway since June 1. The prayer has been organised by
A protestant group at hesus Generation Auditorium near
Kochl. A policy of zero tolerance must be adopted in such
matters, as recent inimical developments between India
and Pakistan after the Pahalgam terror attack demand it
Al such activities must be considered with utmost suspi-

chon,

Dr George Jacob, Kochi

Time for course corrections

HE Ahmedabad-London Air India plane ANZ1

crashed minutes after take-off, killing all except ouu'
lucky individual aboard apart from several persons in
a medical college hostel, into which the ill-fated plane
crashed. 1t Is sakd that several glitches and technical faults
came o the fore during surprise inspections by DGCA
on Al aircraft. Round 15 memos have been sent 1o the Al
n‘lmlnlurudotu without eliciting any mpmd se. The safety
of passengers and maintenance of the alrcraft are
paramount when um 1o safe flying to various destina-

thons. Let us that the required course corrections are
made by Alr India on an urgent basks.
K R Parvathy, Mysuru
thehansreader@gmail.com

E

Over 25,000 sign petition against
compulsory Hindi in curriculum

BENGALURU: The campaign for a two-language policy
In Karnataka's school curriculum gained renewed momen-
fum as | umnbm of the Namma Naadu Namma Aalvike
team d & press confi in Bengaluru on Friday.
The group, mmwl-lng writers, filmmakers, and language
activists, has been advocating for the exchusion of compul-

sory Hindi as a third language in schools for the past seven
months.

Speaking at the event, noted lyricist and director Kavi-
ra), a key member of the movement, detailed the various
awarencss Initiatives undertaken since the campaign’s

diesel emissions  control  can then act, | on this and has nothing to  press notes and vague assur- — over  backbone, spin over  reform, and the courage to Iumd\ in 204, ‘lhcn include a bike ral hlknﬂumm
systems are more compli Shifting to EVs offers the | tell the public. ances. substance? dismantle a system that puts 1, the d of over 1 lakh pamphlets at
cated and expensive than  most robust and cost-effec- The Directorate General Bureaucrats and regula- Alr Indias top manage-  optics before lives, the Mandya Sahitya Sammelana, and | awareness
petrol or LPG, Adding an  tive way to combat fraud of Civil Aviation (DGCA),  tors must imagine them-  ment must be held account- This Is not merdy a test of programs titked lZnnlu Noudi - Jaagruthiya Kidi® held at the
emission control system to and cut exhaust pollutants ‘ Indias socalled aviation  selves in the seats of those  able. Thisis the time for vish-  crisls  management—it is a lunnuh s.hltra Parishat.
meet Euro 6 standards costs — and carbon emissions from regulator, must share the  who perished. After all, t ble resignations, chearaudits,  test of national character. Will hared that the team had sulx da memo-
about $600 for & petrol car.  road transport. But thiswill | blame. It has long been ac- 100 are frequent flyers—o and permanent fixes. Safety  TATA admit fauli? Will DGCA randum to Education Minister Madhu and the
For diesel, the cost can be  take decades. Authorities | cused of functioning less ten at taxpayer ex mechanisms must be made  shed its Inertia? Will the gov- Chairman of the Kannada [ Authority, who
three to five times higher, need to ensure diesd and | like a hdog and more they coul be transparent. Whistleblowers  ernment act beyond tokenism? later forwarded it with recommendations to the Chief Min-

1 2015, the United States trol vehiches run as clean- | like a silent observer—dis-  the next sitting ducks in a  must be protected. And the The answers 10 these Ister’s office,

vironmental  Protec: ly'n possible until they can tracted, deferential, and of-  broken system they allowed  airine must stop treating  questions will decide wheth- Citing academic data, the group highlighted that in the
nmcl‘\rncy and the state  beretired, | ten compromised. Its audits  to rot. This is the moment  tragedies as public relations  er Indias skies remain a 202324 academic year, over 90,000 tenth- students
of California  anoounced (Robin Smit bs assoclated | are inconsistent, Mspenalties  to say “Yes" to transparency,  hurdles and start treating  gateway to opportunity —or falled Hindi asa thln! language —a f‘unl say reflects
Volkswagen had been using with the University of Tech. are weak, and its oversight  “Yes" to accountability, and  them as calls for systemic  become graveyards of avoid- the growing burden placed on Karnatakals students,
a software-based defeat de- nology Sdney and Alberto | appears tokenistic at best. “Never Again® 1o dlence In - cleansing. able death.
vice to make ks diesel cans Avala is from West Virginta | The DGCA has finally  the face of institutional fall- DGCA, on the other hand, (The author is former
appear substantially cleaner, University) | ordered  the  immediate  ure, Enough blood has been  needs radical restructuring. hief Editor of

I grounding of all Boeing 787 spilled in the name of inef- It cannot be a timid wing of The Hans India)
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

WAR CLOUDS DARKEN
RATE CUT HORIZON
DESPITE LOW INFLATION

ETAIL inflation fell to a 75-month low of 2.8 percent

in May, from 3.2 percent in April. This is the fourth

consecutive month where inflation stood below 4 per-

cent. The decline was driven by food prices, which fell

to a 43-month low. However, core inflation rose to a
19-month high. On balance, the headline number beat the
market consensus of 3 percent. Analysts believe that a ro-
bust rabl harvest and expectations of a healthy kharif out-
put due to above-normal monsoon should keep food prices
in check this fiscal. But high-frequency indicators show a
surge in prices of vegetables and fruits, while the prices of
cereals and pulses continue to dip. For now, the core infla-
tion remains benign amid easing international commodity
prices. But the escalating Israel-Iran war has overturned
market optimism, adding to other geopolitical tensions and
trade policy uncertainties.

Following Israel’s pre-dawn missile strike on Iran on Fri-
day, Sensex plunged 1,300 points. Iran holds about 9 percent
of the world's oil reserves, and as the strike intensified ten-
sions in a key West Asian oil-producing region, erude prices
Jumped over 13 percent, with the benchmark Brent contract
hitting $78.50 a barrel—its highest since January If tensions
persist for over the next 3-6 months, it's likely that crude
prices would rise above $82-85; J P Morgan analysts expect
the new perch to be as high as $120 in a worst-case scenario.
Besides price rise, any disruption in global oil supplies will
slow down demand, drive up inflation and exacerbate the
prevailing pressure on global markets, which are already
reeling under an uncertain US trade policy overhaul.

India relies on imports for over 80 percent of its crude oil
needs, and a higher import bill will widen the current ac-
count deficit, which is expected at 1.2 percent of GDP this
fiscal. India also is the largest consumer of gold, which on
Friday shot past the psychologically significant mark of 1
lakh per 10 gram for the first time ever on MCX. So the risks
of imported inflation remain elevated, just as the RBI indi-
cated last week about a protracted disinflationary process.
As it is, policymakers are grappling with global trade policy
uncertainties that are threatening to spur inflation and
lower global growth. If this happens, it will restrict the cen-
tral bank's ability to lower policy rates any further.

SAVE IRRIGATION SCHEME,
ACT AGAINST CORRUPTION

ELANGANA is caught in a cleft stick and the way out

appears difficult and risky— at least for now. We are

referring to the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme

(KLIS) that was constructed in a record three years at

an estimated expenditure of 292,000 crore and inau-
gurated in 2019. It is an ambitious project aiming to irrigate
36 lakh acres, including 18.25 lakh acres of new ayacut. The
scheme has had its detractors ever since the then chief min-
ister and Bharat Rashtra Samithi chief K Chandrasekhar
Rao laid its foundation in 2016.

It's indeed a complex project comprising three barrages at
Medigadda, Annaram and Sundilla, 15 reservoirs, 21 pump
houses and 1,531 km of gravity canals. The idea is to lift 240
thousand million cubic feet of Godavari water in all during
the 120 days of flood season every year: It sounds like a boon
for Telangana, which had always been deprived of adequulz
water for its farmers. The catch, though, is the power req

HE events of the year 2000 res-
onate vividly in my memory
Back then, | was serving as the
deputy chief of mission at the
Indian embassy in Brussels, a
| city known for its rich political
history and culinary delights.

It was in a charming, homely restaurant
that our ambassador Chandrasekhar
Dasgupta—one of the most astute diplo-
mats India has ever produced—hosted a
lunch for several members of the Euro-
pean Parliament. Needing to discuss the
Kashmir issue with them, he was under-
standably nervous, pacing back and forth
in the reserved room, carefully contem-

guests arrived, we first en-
joyed a delightful lunch. But the real treat
came when the ambassador took the
floor. With remarkable eloquence, he
spent approximately
ing the Kashmir issue and India's per-
spective on Pakistan. As a newly-minted
diplomat, one particular element of his
speech struck me profoundly: his impas-
sioned plea to the audience not to think
of India and Pakistan as two sides of the
same coin.

For years, international dignitaries vis-
iting India would also make a point of vis-
iting Pakistan, dip-
lomatic balance. "Do not hyphenate lnd.la
and Pakistan,” he declared. “If you want
to come to India, you are most welcome. If
you want to go to Pakistan, go to that
country But, for heaven's sake, don't con-
sider that because you come to India, you
are obligated to go to that country”

Fast forward to the present, and I find
myself reflecting on whether there has
been a significant shift in India’s foreign
policy—much like the ‘changes’ seen in
other areas of governance. We criticised
Nehru’s protectionist policies, yet we
now embrace the idea of 'atmanirbhar-
ta’ (self-reliance) while navigating the
complex South Asian landscape. While
we once sought dominance in the re-
gion, we appear to have ceded some
ground to China,

Our previously-friendly ties with US
President Donald Trump have revealed an
unsettling unpredictability, while our re-
lationship with Russia is emerging as
more stable. Perhaps the era of 'Hindi-
Chini bhai bhai” (Indians and Chinese as

y come back i form, as
‘we now find ourselves returning to a non-
aligned stance, advocating for the priori-
ties of the Global South.

Trump’s assertion that the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan was par-
tially due to his tariff threats adds an-
other layer to our understanding of in-

India's position on the global stage cannot be equated with
Pakistan's. We need not accord our neighbour undue importance
by repeatedly explaining our actions against its terror apparatus

ERASING HYPHEN
BETWEEN INDIA
AND PAKISTAN

ternational diplomacy. Although his
track record for truthfulness remains
suspect, we must study the i
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( A story starts before we
encounter it and concludes
long after we have turned away Kiascstami

Abbas

-Jﬁfll vaj‘

dreary compared with that of its neigh-
bours, in terms of both economic we:l-
bei 1 s i : .
the early 1970s, the average Pakistani's
income was higher than that of the aver-
age Sri Lankan and almost one-and-a-
half times that of the average Bangla-
deshi or Indian. By 2023, Pakistan’s per
capita income had fallen, in relative
terms, to only about half of the level in
those other three countries." Noted Paki-
stani lawyer Faisal Siddiqui wrote in
January 2024: “Pakistan is imploding,
and its future is not breakup or collapse
but more violence and chaos.”

Militarily, Pakistan remains no match
for India. India’s latest defence budget is
over $80 billion, whereas Pakistan’s is
around $10 billion. With a greater number
of troops, military equipment and a
much larger fleet, India easily holds the
upper hand. The only arena where both
countries appear comparable is in their
nuclear capabilities, the use of which
would result in mutual destruction.

Politically, Pakistan's fagade of democ-
racy is overshadowed by military domi-
nance. Any military confrontation tends
to fortify the army's grip on power; as seen
with General Asim Munir's promotion to
field marshal after the recent conflict. A
recent Brookings Institution report high-
lights how various militant groups oper-
ate with tacit support from the Pakistan
Army, underscoring a dark partnership
that challenges regional stability: “The
Pakistani military has allowed a welter of
militant and terrorist groups to operate
largely unimpeded on its soil... the pat-
terns of state cooperation with these
groups are strikingly visible."

I'believe we are giving Pakistan undue

nce, inadvertently equating our-
selves with them. India has nothing to
prove on the world stage, especially giv-
en the current realities. The internation-

Islamic bloc of countries. Pakistan’s at-
tempt to raise it in the Organi of
Islamic C failed.

of such statements.

With all this in the backdrop, the gov-
ernment’s decision to send parliamen-
tary delegations to the world’s capitals to
advocate for India's position was per-
plexing. What was the underlying objec-
tive? Was it merely to showcase a united
front? Historically, regardless of inter-
nal differences, during moments of cri-
sis—be it in 1962, 1965, 1971, or the Kargil
and Pulwama incidents—India has pre-
sented a unified voice.

India has every right to respond to at-
tacks like the one in Pahalgam. Aside
from a few statements from Tiirkiye, In-
dia has not been labelled the aggressor by
any significant nation, not excluding the

The facts are clear——-no- country can
equate Pu.klsmn with India. Pnk.mnn is
and

pmarmux teetering on the brink of cri-
sis. India's GDP stands at almost $4 tril-
lion, while Pakistan's lingers at belmv

of Pakistan's strug-
gles and its role in sponsoring terror is
already well-established. As we move for-
ward, it is time to recognise our
and assert our position without the bur-
den of being seen as inextricably linked
to Pakistan.

We should conﬁdenuv nx\igale our

India

$400 billion. India’s foreign
serves are close to $700 billion, compnred
to Pakistan's below $15 billion. With wild-
ly fluctuating inflation and a repeated
need for IMF bailouts, Pakistan's eco-
nomic landscape has been dismal.
Aasim M Husain, a former deputy di-
rector at the IMF, in a paper titled ‘Rescu-
ing Pakistan’s Economy' published this
April, wrote, “Pakistan's economic per-
formance over the past 55 years has been

HOW NOT TO FLY ON
A WINGAND A PRAYER

HEN will Indian aviation real-
ise that safety is more impor-
tant than commercial gains?
The tragic loss of lives in the
crash at Ahmedabad is a rude
reminder of the aviation in-
dustry’s procrastination on
several fronts.

The Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), along with National Trans-
pumhon Safety Board of the USand Air

ment of 9,000 MW once the project is operationalised, which
translates to an estimated electricity bill of 210,000 crore, or
237,882 per acre. Several experts and opposition parties had
objected to it, arguing that it was unviable and there were
other economically feasible ways to achieve the stated objec-
tives. But nobody had anticipated the project would run into
a bigger hurdle: the structural damage to the Medigadda bar-
rage and others caused by the floods of 2022 and 2023,

Now, the question before everyone is whether KLIS has
turned into a white e!ephant. The National Dam Safety Au-
thority r dk habil design be draft-
ed for the barrages, butalsotermm the damage to Medi-
gadda Block 7 irreversible and warned against movement
of structures. There were allegations of corruption, too,
hanging over KLIS and the Congress government consti-
tuted a commission headed by Justice P C Ghose last year
to probe alleged irregularities. It hit the headlines recently
when KCR deposed before it. A parallel vigilance probe has
called for action against 57 engineers. It is inevitable that
politics will play out over the charges, as will court cases.
But the main task of the government should be to salvage
the project. This cannot be achieved without coordination
with the Centre. Action must also be taken against those
found guilty of corruption.

ANOTHER COLONIAL GAZE

RENCH economm Thomas Plkenv s lalest study, on how
extractive col and shaped two
centuries of North-South inequality, has attracted sharp re-
actions from both sides of the global wealth divide. The paper,
co-authored with Gaston Nievas, shows how colonial transfers
and low commodity prices enabled Europe's initial accumula-
tion of foreign wealth and overturned the geography of creditor
anddebturmglnns Whllewmelhxmﬂm(}lnbal North pointed
Llocus,

atth hors' holars from the Global South
referred to earlier works by the likes of Arghiri Emmanuel and
Samir Amin that established the same point. The differences
aside, it helps that someone regarded well among the haves is
repeating a point the have-nots are trying to reiterate today.

ion Board of the UK,
will be involved in the investigation. The
crucial digital flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder will soon have
been recovered intact from the crash
site. The preliminary report should be
out in less than a month if the DGCA fol-
lows international standards.

But the standards have not always
been followed. The technical annexes de-
veloped by the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO), the specml

responsible for
the Convention on International ClVll
Aviation, are applied universally and
aimed at ensuring uniformity and safety
Annex 13, which pertains to accidents,
clearly spells out the investigation stand-
ards. Even before the fire had subsided
at the crash site in Ahmedabad, the
DGCA issued a statement violating the
protocol. One never discloses the names
of the crew, but that was done.

The primary objective of an investiga-
tion is to identify the cause and take cor-
rective measures to prevent recurrence.
‘When you see the same kind of errors
being the cause of a repeat accident, you
know that our investigations have not
achieved the objective. Take the number
of tail strike accidents that have taken
place in the past 3 years. This points to
the poor training and safety standards of
the airlines concerned, but the regulator,
too, has failed to take proactive actions.
We live in a system where one feels re-
ports are watered down and accidents
reported only as incidents to keep the
slate clean for insurance criterions.

We have had aircraft going off the run-
way because of touching down at high
speed and too late. The same airline has
been involved in some accidents where
lives were lost and some where the air-
craft was written off. The failure of the
media to highlight these is a cause of
worry; negative publicity has more im-
pact on the minds of travellers and push-

h Manoj X

es the system to be more proactive.
Most in India are surrounded
by structures in violation of ICAO
standards. When an accident takes
place, access to the crashed aircraft
should be easily available. This has been
pointed out and flagged earlier. In the
report on the Mangaluru crash of 2010,
the court of inquiry report made false
statements to say the rescue team ar-
rived within 4 minutes. What they chose
to hide was the fact that the fire tender
never reached the aircraft, as it was

India’s aviation regulator has
been in breach of a few norms laid
down by the International Civil
Aviation Organization. We need
stricter implementation of rules
and learn the hard lessons from
accident investigations to make
our skies safer

bogged down outside the airport. Those
aboard did not die during the crash;
they burnt to death in their seats as the
rescue reached too late.

Fatigue and rest are two other impor-
tant factors for aviation safety. The regu-
lator often tailors them more to suit air-
lines' commercial requirements than for
the safety of the crew and passengers.
Fatigue and sleep deprivation have
caused several accidents worldwide and
several countries have implemented
strict fatigue risk management systems.
In India, we have a system on paper, but

atha Bengal
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there is no proper monitoring done to
ensure the airlines follow them. Prema-
ture deaths of pilots seem not to have
woken thi of the or
the aviation ministry.

The accident in Ahmedabad should
be a hard lesson for the civil aviation
system in India. Do we sweep the les-
sons under the carpet or implement
stricter safety norms? We need a trans-
parent investigation in this case and in-
dependent media coverage on aviation
safety in the long run. Investigative
journalism is one of the needs of the
hour to make our skies safer.

The rapid expansion of airlines with
insufficient qualified professionals to
man the cockpits, maintain aircraft and
man air traffic control stations has to be
addressed on a war footing. Over-de-
pendence on automation has diluted
manual flying skills. The training stand-
ards have to be raised to a much higher
level. Safety monitoring has to be stream-
lined, and there should be no compro-
mise on standards.

As far back as 2006, the ICAO had
flagged the lack of an independent regu-
lator in India. And in 2025 we continue to
have the ministry calling the shots. After
every accident, one hears a defence of
the system in spite of blatant safety vio-
lations. We should have qualified profes-
sionals manning the regulator posts.

Public memory tends to be short. The
media frenzy will soon subside and start
again after the next fatal accident. Hope-
fully, the judiciary will wake up to the
danger and come down hard on the peo-
ple manning the controls at the ministry
and the DGCA. Lives are always precious
and the latest tragedy cannot be wished
away. Efforts to make the Indian skies
safer have to be addressed as a priority

The accident investigation timeline
laid down in ICAO's Annex 13 must be
strictly followed. People have the right to
know if the skies are safe. At the mo-
ment, we are on 8 wing and prayer when-
ever we fly Before we claim to have the
fastest growing aviation system, we need
to get our safety levels up.

(Views are personal)
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flourishing democracy with a bright fu-
ture ahead, and we have the potential to
lead on the world stage. Terrorists cannot
hold us back, and we do not need to ex-
plain our retaliatory actions to anyone.
(Views are )
(kmchandrasekhar@gmail com)

WRITETO: letters@newindianexpress.com

Scarring loss

Ref: A mind-numbing tragedy that demands
clear answers (Jun 13). The crash of Al 171 is
a deeply unfortunate disaster. It has created
a nightmarish experience for people atross
the country and left indelible scars in their
minds. We pray for strength to bear the
agonising moments.

RPichumani, Thanjaver

Tharoor's feat

Ref: Triumph of India's diplomatic crusade
against terror (Jun 13). Shashi Tharoor’s
talents are not being utilised in the
Congress. He rightly pointed out that
foreign policy must be agreed wpon by the
whole nation irrespective of domestic party
politics. He has earned his place as a public
representative.

S Kanthimathinathan, Kovilpatti

Bully diplomacy

Ref: ‘Iran is not complying with nuclear
aobligations’ (Jun 13). US President Donald
Tremp's statement is deeply troubling

and aggressive towasds Iran, and blindly
justifies Israel's militarism. Trump's
aggressive thetoric is dangerous and
threatens the sovereignty of nation-states.
If peace is the goal. then it must be pursued
through dialogue, respect and justice.

K JHaroon Basha, Tirupathur

Retaining talent

Ref: Making return attractive (Jun 13). The
CI's concern about brain drain from india
s fully justified. The return of Chinese
students after foreign education is also
due to lack of cultural adjustment abroad.
India needs to elevate its higher education
standards to world-class levels and retain
students here.

Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

Al-aided governance

Ref: Staff attendance in government offices
to be Al-monitored in Odisha {Jun 13).
Workplace discipline is significant for HR
management as a whole, and for the public
service sector in particular. It ensures that
citizens get quality services. Compliance by
officials and regular monitoring are the key.
Satyajeet Nanda, e-mail

Crowd discipline

Ref: When spectacle crowds out governance
{Jun 13). Whoever is to be held account able,
attention showld have been given to find

out whether the venue was large enough

1o accommodate the estimated crowd.
Furthermore, disciplined behaviow by the
crowd is the sine gua non to avert any mishaps.
RSampath, Chennai

Asea, 4th Phase, Survey Na 46, Part Yarandshalli Village, Jigani Hobll,
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ECA SE THE TRUTH

INVDLVES UsS ALL

AFTER THE CRASH

Causes of Air India Flight 171 disaster must be
uncovered and accountability fixed

NEW BRIDE from Rajasthan’s Balotra district flying to join her husband in

London. A Bikaner businessman going to visit, for the first time inadecade,

‘his family settled abroad. A doctor couple and their three young children,

mmﬁmn&nmnnamdmmu’-uincwlkkn yaau)ldmglt
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‘WORDLY WISE

YE STARS! WHICH ARE THE POETRY OF HEAVE

Lorn ByroN

Picking up the pieces

Athorough probe would be the best
tribute to the victims of the Air India crash

JITENDER BHARGAVA

THURSDAY'S BOEING 787-8 crash in
Ahmedabad is troubling for multiple rea-
sons. More than 250 people are reported
to have lost their lives, incdluding more than
20 on the ground. Different nationalities
were |nvnlvtd reportedly including 53

A British The tragedy took place

Aformer y during the day and was repeatedly shown

They an ision, The fact that Air India has had

240 lives cruelly cut short whena London-bound Air India fl a i good safety record of late has

area in Ahmedabad on Thursday — a British national of Indian origin is the sole survivor.
The video, showing the aircraft crashing into the hostel of B] Medical College and Civil
Huspmlxﬂaq:hdmgmafnmllmlmnmdmammnsmmmym
firstwide-body crashof an Indian ai the 1985 Kani:
behind stories of terrible grief and Joss.

The day after, an impartial inquiry — involving Indian authorities, Boeing and inter-
national regulators — must be the priority. Till now, the Boeing 787 Dreamliner, having
ﬂuwnmranzlﬂhmpﬁsmynmmmmnnducmmZOleasmxsdcmdmhM

leaves

made the tragedy even more shocking. This
is also the first time that a Dreamliner
787-8 has been involved in an accident.

It appears that between the takeoff and
the crash, the pilot simply had no time.
Pilots receive rigorous training to deal with
avariety of situations, They are trained to
land in an area free of houses and buildings
if the aircraft faces a snag during takeoff.
The pilot in charge of the ill-fated 787-8
had 8 ,000-plus hours of flight time.
such as the one that arose on

Thursday are also a part of the simulation
training that pilots undergo. But the time
available to the pilot and the buildings just
below the aircraft seems to have made it

for him to steer the passengers
to safety. Civil aviation mlcs state that air-

flight con-
trol failures, smoke in cabins and hydraulic leaks were naggd repeatedly. Quality con-
troli il i 'y ol new i
2021 and August 2022, A B fileda in 2024 with
the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), i it in thy k-
ingofits 777 and 787 Dreamliner jets.
It might fthe crashi
masc:tnmed Bulmaslndummmduandn!mmm&malufcw
V.isnot
ity. T mrﬁ!ymlﬂnutbckﬁmthe

dark_as happens al!
awake-up call and draw attention to the structural problems that afflict India’s aviation
. d N hec ineer: 1l Indian i

lines. With Air India bei , there is inad-
equate pressure to mmmuously ek-vam standards of saftty and wgzdc quality. The
DGCA

regulate —it yafew

hdog aidine:
Avmmnuxsulmxyﬁnn&palndu haswamr:dthat the shortage of pilots is growing
These be filled. T ionof Thursday's crash will be led

by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau, under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, with
assistance from the US National Transportation Safety Board and the FAA. Every effort
must be made to uncover the causes, and to address them, That is the only meaningful
tribute to those who boarded Air India Flight 171 but did not reach their destination.

STEP BACK FROM BRINK

Israel’s attack on Iran threatens to turn the clock back
and take the embattled region to a new dangerous edge

Inc ingly, huwever. cities are
getting closer and closer to airports, The
losses on the ground have made the
tragedy even more heart-rending.

Almost every aircraft accident is fol-
lowed by a familiar knee-jerk response —
that flying is unsafe. But an airline should
not be judged by a one-off accident.

via accidents per million passengers, per
million takeoffs and landings — are the

In February 1990, an A320
was involved in a gruesome
air crash in Bengaluru that
claimed the lives of 92 of the
146 people on board. Then-
Prime Minister V P Singh
ordered the grounding of all
A320 Au'huscs Smh en
massc Idn'e

right way to gauge the record of an airline.
Where does Air [ndia stand in this re-
spect? Its records show that it is as safe as

mittee. That also means the probe could be
a long-drawn-out affair. But we should be
patient. The mvolvcmzn( uf muiuple au-

most other airlines. Its
should not be judged by Thursday's inci-
dent. Differentiating between the airline's
record when it was run by the government
and after Tata assumed control is also not
the right way to look at the accident. What
matters is not the age but the airworthi-
ness of an aircraft.

The government has done well toissue
directions pertaining to the inspection of
the Boeing 787 Dreamliner, including are-
view of take-off parameters. This will in-
spire some confidence in the public which
may bnn shaken by llu: crash.

1990, i

a gruesome air crash in that

thorities is likely to make the
more thorough and its findings could hold
lessons for the aviation industry at large.
Many are jumping to hasty conclusions
— theories like the tragedy being caused by
abird hit are being floated. The details will
hasbeen
not just
byhrhdu.butbydhhtcummdagn-
cies, to ensure that there is no cover-up.
That said, there are questions to be
asked. What was the traffic record of the
aircraft? Did it experience problems in the
past? The aircraft’s and the airline com-
pany’s records can help us gauge ﬂiws if

claimed the lives of 92 of the 146 people on
board. Then-Prime Minister V P Singh or-
dered the grounding of all A320 Airbuses.
Such en masse grounding shouldn't be re-
peated after Thursday's tragedy unless Boeing
issues an advisory. Let Boeing take a call.

For several reasons, the tragedy has ac-
quired a global dimension. With an in-
crease in the number of flights and passen-
gers in the past few decades, global safety

repum’d after” Thursday’s
tragedy unless Boeing issues
an advisory. It will be odd if
Indian carriers ground the
Dreamliner but the aircraft
model continues to be in use
in other parts of the world.
Let Boeing take a call.

any. C about the air
of an aircraft are usually directed to the
DGCA. The agency then sends a show-
cause notice to the airline. We need to
study not just the notice but the airline’s
response. We often read about airline com-
panies being fined by the DGCA. However,
does fining mitigate the safety risk? Does
the authority follow up and ensure the
safety violations are addressed?

The probe into Thursday’s tragedy must

have vastly imp
Thursday’s incident will, therefore, be
analysed threadbare. It will not be the
Indian mmmcnl alunn that decides thn
course of the

answer such If any of the Agm
cies involved — Air India, DGCA, Boeing

is found culpable, their actounubnhty
should be ﬁnd.lkznulnbduy onall fronts
d dsa igation. That

of India’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Boeing, and the US's
Federal Aviation Administration are likely
to be involved in the probe. Officials of the
US National Transportation Safety Board
could also be part of the investigation com-

would ensure a proper closure for the fam-
ilies of those who lost their lives. A thor-
ough probe would be the best tribute.

The writer is former
executive director, Air India

THE PAST IS AN INSPIRATION

Celebrating those who resisted invasions is not chauvinism, it's reclaiming history

SHAMBO SAMRAT SAMAJDAR AND SHASHANK R JOSHI

SIMELSTRE—EMP[NI—." ch dubbed Opy Lion, is an escala-
tion that a a precipice. Israel INDIA'SCIVMSATK)NALDUENEYisu!of
Jear power stations in Iran and killed i ok
entists, ry Guards, G it 1 i, and other sen- nourished by thousands of years of spiritual
jor military Accoeding to Ba at et Al Brasibas nmrysucnuﬁ:idvxmmnnndmlnnl
d flins mod of vilid i L Tetary
Y S S Hindu em) I’!Slhitll Id this tradmon
of whileF Trump, o phel con-
icting his admini: lled thy ‘excellent” and ikes i sciousness. For a country that takes justifi-
I A inWest than  ableprideini figh v
atmypankmﬂamssombeﬂmmfmﬂknwmyﬂrampmmm nat celebrate the heroes who defended this
violent eal ‘conflict. land centuries ago? Why are names like
Earfiert Ghori, Babur, or Aurangzeb more familiar to
P bt students than Lalitaditya Muktapida,
o ety S i tya, or Kri ? What
~Trump x ofthe2015JCPOA e o
the UNSC, which ppose orated Hind cultural flourish-
Now the Tel Aviv has sc chance of py th ing, and spiri 2
front. Israel i i i i d ime change — Thi A e
i R i forcecancarve the eighth and 16th centuries, India wit-
e S PRI Apsiio nessed relentless waves of invasions. Its glo-
‘deal They ignare region. While 5 — from Mathu
i th ¥ i 1y supplier Kashito Vi tar-
itary. Evenif: ali jon, Over 12,0
The escalati th hlwnmhaveb«ndcsecralrdurdﬂml-

nger of tuming the.

mmmmm:unasummmmdu-mm one of Trump's

ished. L
and scri lost. The purpose was not

hisMAGA base, in part, isabout him beinga
i : Arabia and

merely conquest — it was to uproot India's
sacred geography and replace it with a dif-
ferent historical narrative.

Yet, India did not submit. For every in-
vadﬂ there rose a gumiand zﬂmmn. Thv.-

P Guif Accords and nor-

ith Israel Israel' attacks on civilians in Gaza hu-

ithasc i ible. Incia, with ties
amﬂumﬂtmhnulydhﬂlndesmm esnlmrymps dipl

macy np to Tehran, The last it war.

CHANGE THE ANGLE

Firstimages of Sun's South Pole help piece together
many parts of the puzzle of the universe

ERSPECTIVEIS It has now' the Solar Orbiter -

a Sun-observing probe launched jointly by the European Space Agency and

NASA in 2020. On Wednesday, the spacecraft released images of the Sun's

South Pole, marking a scientific breakthrough in space. Made possible by a

tilt in the orbit of the probe, these are first images of the poles from outside the ecliptic

plane. The new angle also allowed the Orbiter to map magnetic activity at the Sun’s pole
— a groundbreaking reveal for the future of solar research.

Carole Mundell, the ESA's director of science, has said, “These new unique views...

mthnbtg:mmofaneweno{snhrsumm All probes and pi orbi
the inaflatdisc — i i Bytilt-
|mlumdrwmmurudmwaw¢s bud\mstudyandgamaLThe

NASA'sL in 1990.But

|td|dlncxryaammﬁwmdutnugmtmtyd¢mmmayuldulmme
environment and character of the Sun, a peek at it opens up new horizons. Most impor-
tantly, with the 17-degree tilt expected to last until December 2026, and further tilts in
the offing, the best images are yet to come.

Wldnhzﬂpd mldumxcexplcrmmhasm&mmymrsmnypxesm

—it
byasensenfaﬂmnlam spiritual nspunsr
bility, The Vijayanagara Empire, forexample,

IN Goob FAITH

But even from the ashes, the fire did not
die. It flared once again in the heart of

Modem India has made
extraordinary strides. But
even as we fly missions to
the Moon and craft digital
ics, Our roots must

ofIslamic expansion. Under Harihara, Bukka,
and later, i

the

remain nourished. It is time
toreclaim the festivals of our

empire

temple architecture, Sanskrit learning, and
inclusive governance. Its capital, Hampi, ri-
valled the world's greatest cities. Its fallin the
hattle of Talikota ( 1565) was not just a geopo-
litical event — it was a civilisational rupture.

civili 1 pride,

not in hatred or chauvinism,
but in truth, remembrance,
and gratitude.

with the arrival of a lion-
hearted warrior — Shivaji Maharaj. Shivaji
‘was more than a military genius, He was a
cultural visionary, a spiritual devotee, and a
dharmic ruler. At a time when many Indian
rulers had become vassals of invading pow-
ers, Shivaji declared swaraj — not just politi-
cali but a cvilisati

mation. He did not fight for territory alone.
He fought for the right to worship freely, to
rebuild temples, to protect women, to gov-
emmthmammmemd:mm

His mission was not just religious — itwas
political in the most profound sense. He re-
minded India of her true identity. He re-
minded us that behind every , every
Upanishad, every raga and sculpture, there
was asoul — am@nycxvﬂxsanmdmm

trade, ethics,and

spiritual wisdom.

Tothe youth, he said: “Arise, awake, and
stop not till the goal is reached.” To patriots,
he said: “Serve the motherland as God." To
all Indians, he declared: “Let new India arise
—hnm:hegmm’sshop.ﬁomthehmsnf

and the:
did not ask hl'hamlmmnc

Hindu way of life. Shivaji'
was an act of national renewal. (undu:trd
by Vedic scholars with sacred rituals, it was
a J rit of
India still breathed.

Shivaji’s

Hin

the West. He asked her to be herself — to draw
strength from her Vedas, her courage from
her warriors, her inspiration from her sages.

Modern India has made extraordinary
smdes.Bulcvmaswellynnssmnsmlhe

ralism,

He appointed Musli itions and

our roots
istime i

protected mosques while ilding de-
stroyed temples, defending sacred spaces,
and promating Sanskrit. For him, the Hindu
Rashtra was not a theological state, but a

our ional pride, notin

hatred or chauvinism, but in truth, remem-

brance, and gratitude. We must remember

the Hindu empires, the philosopher-kings,
" K builder

dharmic soci thics, justice, and
cultural confidence. His continues
to echo: Freedom is sacred, and to defend it
is the highest form of worship.

i Shivaji was the sword of cvilisational

who preserved the flame of Bharat through
the darkest nights of history. This s not about
rewriting history. It is about restoring bal-
ance, giving the rightful place to chapters

Swami
derous voice in modem India. At the end of
the 19th century, India was once again reel-
ing— mmdermlhwyumsmbutmdﬂ
psychological ¢ i

before India was colonised, she was sover-
eign, scholarly, sacred, and strong.
Let us walk forward — empowered not

were taught to be ashamed ullhwroots.
their gods, their texts, their identity. It was
then that Swami Vivekananda stood at the
Parliament of World Religions in Chicago
{1893) and roared: “l am proud to belong to
a religion which has taught the world both
tolerance and universal acceptance.”

only by ic progress but by civilisa-
i LetShivaj rdand
Vivekananda's voice guide us in tandem.

Samajdar is clinical

sp«uﬁsmmm}mimsu
Mumbai-based endocrinologist

JUNE 14, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM CALLS FOR PEACE

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi made an ap-
peal for peace and disarmament and regret-
ted that concessional assistance for develop-
< ” grane: taianewhen)

Bilaspur
with a goods train at Raja Ki Mandi station
near the Agra Cantonment. Union Minister of
State for Rail indi

the site of the accident and. isil
hospital to see the injured. Most of the dead

was ('

the i clearer today than ever before. That the
mast recent. has b possible d a
i f scie i Tnmwcilandcqnumsmhs’yu’l»
lestial obi . oo 2
all you need is a change of angle. -

cem over thy
mvmwspnsdlfrwmﬂ.%md-uﬂy
d&chlaynxglmsapondﬂghﬁanhm
into our neighbourhood.” she said.

TRAIN COLLISION

ATTACKS ON TAMILS

SINHALESE HAVE ATTACKED some predom-
manlly Tamil villages in eastern Sn Lmlu.

mxkswemmmnhmnlnnhnﬂscm—

Tamil villages in and around Muttur on the
east coast, killing 10 families. Thousands of
people have fled their homes.
US-INDIA DEALS

THEUS

itary technology and weaponry in an effort to
end the 20-year hiatus in US military sales to

Pust reported that the new policy was condi-

PM Rajiv Gandhi and Defence Minister PV
Narasimha Rao will discuss the supply of US

raustmackun village

military to India with Defence

ATLEAST 37 people about 100
injured, 48 of them seriously, when the

 evmpernaanessresseon Il W

A in Jaffn, Sinhalese,

since then, had launched reprisal attacks on

Secretary Caspar Wei
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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{ OUR TAKE |

Lessons from the
Air India crash

The immediate focus needs to be on the probe
into the disaster. The Centre must look closely
at safety protocols and plug gaps, if any

ndia s mourning the lives lost in Ahmedabad on
Thursday, when an Air India Boeing Dreamliner
from the city bound for London crashed into the
BG Medical College hostel, 33 seconds after take-
off. Of the 242 people on board — 230
including the former chief minister of Gujarat Vijay
Rupani, and 12 crew members — Just one person, a
British citizen of Indian origin, survived. The survivor,
Viswash Kumar Ramesh, however, lost his sibling,
who was travelling In the same flight. Other casualties
Include medical students taking lunch at the hostel
mess hall, and at least one person from the locality,
when the alreraft tumed intoa fireball that charred the
surroundings.

Justas we try to come to terms with the loss of so
many lives, a slew of questions await answers. The
Ahmedabad crash is the nation’s worst air tragedy
since the 1996 mid-air crash over Charkhi-Dadriin
Haryana that killed 349 people, On the top of
everyone’s mind Is how the Dreamliner, which had no
record of fatal accidents until Thursday, crashed
immediately after take-off. Was dual-engine failure the
cause? Did the control system fail? Was there a bird
hit? Was the fuel contaminated? Or, were there other
concerns? All these will be answered only aftera
thorough probe. To be sure, such a painstaking process
will take time, Until then, it is best not to jump o
conclusions, or pin blame on the airline company, the
pilots, or the maker of the aircraft, Boeing.
Investigation will be a challenge since the alrcraft had
crashed inan urban space and hundreds of persons
gmhmd at the site before it could be secured by the

Athorough fthe site i y
not just luremverevtdeme(hal may help in
discovering the cause of the crash, but al:

HT
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OPINION

{ THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

Grief, grace, an
gratitude—ina
time of tragedy

Hard questions must be asked
about the Air India flight crash.
But wait for probe to be
completed before pinning
blame on the airline company
n this week of absolute tragedy, it Is a
moment for us to stand In solldarity with
Alr Indla.

Tam writing this in Vienna, sitting on
the tarmac of the alrport, whe

many Indians to take potshots at the nlrllm-‘
even while chmdnui when flying elderly par-
ents abroad, because they know fully well th-l

western alrlines will nmr offer that personal
touch, The same people would not even whis-
per a protest in the face of barderline raclsm on
same alrlines.

Think about the crash nmi the sweeping

rmchalr
dmal medu One puhllaly—-:m went from
ribbing about haw the alr con-

ditiondng had not worked well on the Delhi-Ah-
mtdnb.d Ieg of the plane that crashed, making

Alr
India fight from Newark to New Delhi
has been diverted, along with several others
because of Israel's overnight strikes on lran's
nuclear facilities.

The aviation challenge — seven Alr India
ﬂlzhu have been diverted 1o Vienna alone —

necessitated because the Iran alrspace
Is clmed and the Pakistan alrspace has been
closed since Operation Sindoor, The alrcraft
needs move fuel for this unforecastable geopoll-
tical development and a new flight path o take
us home, Captaln Sunll Simon, crew members
Suresh, Khushboo, among others are all well
Deyond thelr duty hours. But no ane has shown
a single sign of irritabllity or strain. That this
has happened hours after the horrific crash of
London-bound Alr India 171, less than a minute
after take-off, makes this stellar professional-
Ism even more remarkable.

Imagine, operating In the traumatic over-
hang of losing your friends 1o an
alr crash. Conslder what the last few hours
have been like for the airline staff to have w0
remain stolc, even smiling, in the immediate
aftermath of a massive personal tragedy, And
now this latest strain on thelr emotions and
mental strength,

Yet, how many of us will take a moment to

the identity of the dead,

The Al-171 crash Is also an occasion to closely
consider all concerns regarding airline safety. Flying
has become safer over time, butan accident of this
scale Is bound to cast a shadow over the sector, which
has been expanding at great speed in India. The
expansion of the mlddle-cln.u, rise in disposable

andp igencies have led toa
spike in the demand for air travel, New airports have
been bullt and existing ones expanded to meet the
demand, Airline companies — Indian and foreign —
too have cashed in on the rush and have included new
destinations in their itineraries and expanded the
number of flights: Between 2019 and 2024, the number
o!dometlcmulamsefwm&élom In the same

riod, d ticalrp bers grew from

the alrline.
Iranything, it’s something of a lazy habit for

link to the I.mamly
And he was allowed to do so.

Others did not hesitate to make generalisa-
tons about the alddine or the pllot In command,

1 am no aviation expert but the alacrity with
which some sought to blame pllat Capeain
Sumeet Sabharwal and his co-pllot Captain
Clive Kunder, was ghoulish u\d frankly, wone
deaf and callous, We put & timer on the CCTV
footage of the crash to show how Captain Sab-
harwal had only 33 seconds in which 1 make
an intervention. On the CCTV footage you can
see the Thm take off smoothly and by the
clock, halfa minute later, it descends, erupting
into an orange ball of fire on Impact. Those
who really understand aviation and planes
point out that when you do not even have a
‘whole minute to respond, Captain Sabharwal
did the only thing he could. He made o Mayday
distress call w the alr traffic controller. In other

THE ALACRITY \Hlll\\lll(.ll
SOME SOUGHT TO BLAME
PILOT CAPTAIN SUM
SABHARWAL AND HIS
CO-PILOT , CAPTAIN CLIVE
KUNDER, WAS GHOULISH
TONE AND CALLO

crashes, where an engine has falled, because
the plane Is already cruising, the pllot has been
bl to bring It down, let's say on water or 4 safe
patch. Here, the pilot was not able to Uft the
plane w a higher altinade; he clearly seemed to
lose power immediately after take-off and he
leerally hul no options.

Think for a moment of that man at the helm
ofa uplll—n«:nnd respanse before his lfe and
the lves of the passengers at the back, Nerally
went up in smoke, Think of how a universe can
be upended In 32 seconds. And at least then,
same of us might be less cavalier and casual in
Our commentary.

space engineering expert Aditya Paran-
Jape, a professor at Monash University, tld me
that “prima facle... there s no human error.
That the plane was able to take off smoothly
shows the configurations entered by the pilots
were accurate,” He believes, like many other

experts | spoke with, that both englnes appear
w hnw.- falled, however rare that may be,

‘While there may be questions about malinte-
nance, surely there should be many sharp ques-
tons for Boeing, the manufacturer of the 787
Dreamliner that went down in Ahmedabad.
Espectally If the Investigation reveals that both
engines did, n fact, collapse on take-off. This
‘would be the time t go back 1o the
of the Boelng CEO before a US Senate Panel, He
actually sdmitted to “serlous safety muﬂan
This hurml took place after the doo

Alaskan Alrlines 737-Max blew out, lsn't he the
ane playing with lives? Shouldn't some of our
contempt and anger be directed at corporate
behemoths like Boelng?

Ower the years, there have been management
Issues with Alr India. When the alriine was gov-
ernment-owned (across parties) it was not able
to unshackle itself from a sarkarf subculture.
When the ill-concelved and unplanned merger
of Indian Alrlines and Alr India took place
under the UPA government, the alrline wok a
hit, And now that the Titas have given Alr India
o new beglnning, ts stafl — pllots and crew —
should pot be shackled by capitalist corporate
norms, Not when it comes 1o a peofession that
literally can be about life and death,

On the plane just now — we are still on the
ground a few hours later — a huge round of
ugplwuwmlu i when the Captain announced

at the crew had agreed to work well beyond
thedr stipulated shifts and in what Is meant to
be thelr rest pertod (with official dispensation)
totry and get us all home,

As familles across India mourn — a father
who lost both his daughters, a husband who
came home with his wile's ashes, a couple who
posted o last selfie only 1o go down with the
plane — the rest of us should show humility,
and some gratitude and grace,

Barkha Dute is an award-winning journalist and
author. The views expressed are personal

Recalibrating the future of

Atmanirbhar Bharat inltiative opens up promis-
Ing avenues for plnt rmhwddwelaprmm

vation Corvidor, connecting ITs, Australian unk-
versities, and Innovation clusters, can tackle

shared vislon for a free,

A dedicated  digital
Defence Innovation and Industrial Carvidoe lnk- puN\c Inlrmluuuun and food mmm
India-Australia relations =it ces G
versities, and start-ups coudd become a flagship  footpeint in India, be it Deakin Untversity's cam-
Indtiative. Emerging domaling (autanomous mut- 1n GIFT ity or the University of Melbourne's
m ywup India --d Auumu elevated mon ume undersen sur slobal Centre Ntw Delhi, s setting the stage
(CECA). A forward-lean-  space-based deep mlll a Butsys-
smmﬂt 'ﬂF\ lmﬂf‘A st trude, factli- | with trusted Quad ;-rmmn temic mlnmu are still needed: Recognition of
mibestone that reflected not ondy a conver-  tation of investment, regulstory harmonlsation, Fourth, diaspora-related frictions, notably  qualifications, faculty mobility, and regulatory
gence of values and strategic interests butalson  digital governance, and Intellectual property  around the fringe Khal have at must be fast-tracked,
open, and inclusive Indo-  frameworks, times complicated bilateral anlnnw.y Such Finally, CSP must become a more rmnmve
hclk “The June 4 visit 1o New uum by Aaum- A cutalytic opportundty lies in unlock- Issues, often inflamed by mispercep-  force in ‘nm reglonal architecture, India and
b 1

Ing

Rlcﬂud Mulu 1w muk the anniversary of the
CSP Is not merely an oceasson for ceremonial

pel
137.6 million in 2019 to 228 million in 2024, H Wt
hasbeenahummskmnmmcncmr’smedfor

— especlally Its AUD 4 trillion superan-
nuation funds — for Investment in

quality p — pilots to ground staff
maintenance engineers — with reports flagging a
decline in pilot training and so on. These concerns and
fears —some of them exaggerated — will have to be

idered and w0 fliers that safety
Is never compromised.

Indian aviation has been a great story of economic
liberalisation — the country is now the world's third
largest aviation market. The Centre intends to turn
India into an aviation hub and compete with the likes
of Dubal and Singapore. Passenger satisfaction and
trust is crucial to realising this ambition: The Al-171
crash may cast a shadow over such prospects, Which is
why the government should do its best to establish the
cause of the crash, pin responsibility, penalise the
guilty, and undertake necessary remedial measures,

tons and misinformation, need cali-
brated responses. Robust law enfoece-

Australia have collaborated well within Quad
and IORA, but should now play a leading role in
newer formats — like the Indo-Pa-

ment must be by more

It o pivotal moment thatcalls for — India's Infrastructure, green transition, strategic and sustained (IPEF), Partners in

a bold, forward-looking recalibeation. Indla and  and dlﬂal Imuw-llon India, In |n.m with the dissporn. An India-Australia  the Blue Pacific, and the Su&ply Chaln Resllience

Australia mull now mave nd 1 bes) Amitabh Diaspors we Forum (comprising  Initiative, The time is ripe for trilaternl and mini-

b i) risk facllity to civil soclety leaders, scholars, and  lateral Initatives involving Asean, Pacific Island,

for thetr puuurlhp ln the Indo-Pacific. de-risk und Incentivise long-term Aus- Mattoo young professionals) can serve as 8 and African lietoral states. Coordinated mlrp

(SP hn already galns:  trallan In priority sectors. === platform to deepen mutual under-  ment finance, digital
Second, the 2022 critical minerals standing, temper polarising narratives,  Jolnt maritime security training in third c«ur
Ues, \ham. partnership remains an and anchor people-to-people ties in  tries can enhance the normative reach of this
engagernent, And yet, the Indo-  undes asset With the shared ctvic vislues, India’s public diplo- — partnershi,

Pacific today d global shift towards clean energy and macy, o, must evolve, moving beyond In these five yenrs, CSP has bald a strong foun-

1t was in 2020, Great power rivalrikes have sharp-  the imperative to de-risk supply chains cubtural showcasing to substantive pol- — dation. But for the relationship to fulfil s

ened, reglonal fault lines have widened, and  from Chinese dominance, this partner- Icy diadogues, youth exchanges, and  potential, the scaffolding must now become

I in both ds d  ship must be elevated into a formal Manish think tank residencies. more ambitious, institutonalised, and future-

strategic clarity, To bulkd on, and surpass, the  Instiutional mechansm, A jolnt India-  rya o fth, and orlented, This Is a historical juncture in the

achievements of the last five years in the next  Australla Critical Minerals Develop- must now occupy the frontline of bilat-  Indo-Pacific, and the India-Australia partner-

five, we is the ment C underwritten by ernl engagement, With Australin a pre-  ship must not just be a bilsteral success story; it

correct asymmetries, and advance o serles of  concessional finance, technology shar- ferred destination for Indian students,  must become an axis of reglonal transformation
focused, huh-lmpm Initatives that redmagine  Ing, and export-import ar could  the Ilu I two-way academic mnu.l and stability.

the bilateral bridge the IK between policy intent and com- ly nd
Hm the ecowmlt plllar of L!:P nc«h m mercial vial *x ol a bl } um Amitabh Martoo s professor and dean, School of

Third, def hough sienifl
trade, While the Ei C and 1! ~— MUSEDOW enter & new phase
Trade  historic it anchored In India's

S NOW serve a8  stepplng stone & much

drive towards defence Indigenisation under the

mlydhdo—l'mlk ﬁumwlmtumpnmm
both countries, as a woekd-class hub for research
I maritime law, Al sustainabllity, and public
policy. A complementary Australia-India Inno-

International Studies, INU, and founding director
of the Australia India Institute and Mantsh Dab-
hade (5 ussociate professor, School of International
Stuudbes, INU. The views expressed are personal
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Oil’s lost decade is about tobe repeated

N7 A

For as long as most of us can remember, a
rule of thumb has held true: Every year, the
world's production of oil goes up by one

million barrels a day.

In 1983, the figure stood at $6.6 million
barrels. In 2023, 40 years later, it was 40
million barrels more: 96.3 million. Annual
figures may jump around thanks to wars,
recessions, and the rise and fall of econ-

omies, but averaged over the longer term,
every decade we've added an extra 10 mil-
lon daily barrels to the headline total.

But you have to look closer than that.
Much of what's labelled "ol production™
Isn’t oil at all, but gases such as ethane,
propane and butane as well as biofuels.
1f you consider only crude oll — the stuff

decade since the 1980s, when it was buf-
feted by the aftermath of the 1970s oil
crises and decline of the Soviet bloc. As
electric vehicles (EVs) take more market
share and climate damage grows, subse-
quent decades will be even worse,

That's certainly what you'd expect from
(hewaylheolllnduwyislnvesnng Up-

stark. Clean technol

than in the past.

subject to O

the US government’s Energy Informa-

tion Administration.

Even looking forward to 2026, crude
output is likely to remain below the pro-
duction peak the world hit in 2018. This
will be the first time the industry hit a lost

ofthe

Exporting Countries’ (Opec’s) quota pol-
icles, with prices quoted on the nightly
news — production is barely Increasing
at all. Global output this year will be just
360,000 daily barrels greater than in
2015, according to the latest outlook from

this year to $420 billion, the patch —
Energy Agency (LEA) wrote last week, less
than the $450 billion going to solar. Fnlsil
fuels as a whole will receive $1.1 trillion
Investment, rustha.lfmemmllbonfu
cles 3

will fall 6 per cent

Inflation makes the picture even more

cheaper, with the pdcekgyme best stan-
dard solar modules falling 20 per cent
over the past year to 9 cents per watt, ac-
cording to BloombergNEF. That means
each dollar spent Is buying more energy

‘The opposite is hxppemng in the oil
in the US, where
President Donald Trump's 50 per cent steel
tariffs are making it far more expensive to
buyplpesnndmad:lnny Aﬁetad]umng

Opec pumps extra barrels into an over-
supplied market. The signs are showing
up throughout the chain, from explora-
tion to development. Since the end of
March alone, about 5.6 per cent of all op-
is pgetting erating drill rigs in the US have been
pulled from the fields, according toglobal
energy technology company Baker
Hughes, leaving the drill fleet almost a
third smaller than at its last peak in llle

2022. That suggests

OPINION 9

project isthe field,
due to start production later this year.
Riyadh's decision last year to cut
Aramco's maximum oil capacity target
only makes sense If prospects for crude
demand are dimm|

Look to China, and you can see why.
Apparent oll consumption has been falling
ever since September 2023, based on gov-
ernment data. Even the more granular es-

ing less on exploration.

In previous eras, slumps in those
measures were often justified by the large
backlog of developed wells being kept in
reserve until prices recovered, but even
this so-called fracklog Is shrinking. The

timates by ed China Natlonal
Petroleurn Corp suggest demand will hit
its ceiling this year, five years earlier than
expected. Consumption of gasoline and
diesel will be 400,000 barrels & day lower
than In 2021, according to the IEA, as EVs,
more-efficlent vehicles, and shifts to pub-

for costs,

——

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Needed: A war on accidents

“
VIEWPOINT

An aircrash in Ahmedabad. A sub-
urban rail disaster in Greater
Mumbal. A stampede in -
luru. Three tragic events in a few
days. And before that, a stampede

because

leaning out of the doors of a train
collided with commuters leaning
out of another train as the two
crossed on adjacent tracks. In
2022, the last year for which the
National Crime Records Bureau
data is easily available, over
21,000 deaths from all train acci-
dents were registered, and 73 per
cent of these occurred because
people fell off trains, or were hit
by trains.

Over 10 per cent of those
deaths occurred in Mumbai
alone. The latest tragedy has led
to assurances that automatically
closing doors will be

ing, and go were Intro-
duced on DTC buses to reduce
speeds. Kolkata has far fewer such
deaths than Mumbal or Delhi, pro-
bably because the Kolkata com-
muter cares less about punctuality.

‘While this bleeding continues
year after year, it casts a pall of
shame on the authorities running
India’s financial capital. Mumbai,
with its suburban spread, cannot
function without an efficlent pub-
lic transit system, and a system that
kills seven people a day cannot be

as "efficlent”.

ormufmebehavlml.lmns
that these deaths occur in drip-
drip fashi " ol

ofl and gas did indeed increase after Rus-
sia's 2022 Invasion of Ukraine, but only
slightly. The growth wasn't enough to lift
Investment even to the levels seen in the
late 20108, let alone the fat years in the
early part of that decade.

and gas sector are set to fall globally by
about 8 per cent this year, according to the
1EA, the first drop since 2020.

‘That’s being felt most sharply by US
shale players, some of the highest-cost
and most price-sensitive producers out
there. They're retrenching rapidly as the

number of such drilled but

. The

the lowest an record.

o H-word, M-word &

fadmg K-word

If the only superpower, which calls India an ally, sees
the region through an India-Pakistan prism, it is
unacceptable. Rather than endorse India’s sphere

of influence, this undermines it

Much as 1 would've wanted to use “khota sikka”,

would drag India to the negotiation table, if

meto the usual bad penny. Let's say, therefore, that
like a bad penny, the dreaded H-word is back with
us — H, as in hyphenation with Pakistan.

And its return lsdtudedbemusemusucces—

torid us of what we see asth the big

y. then by the ear. The Pakistani estab-
lishment has thrown everything in thelr desper-
ation to revive their faded American connection.
But anybody who's sidled up to Mr Trump has
ended up singing that sad old song: “ik bewafa se
pyarkiva... haye re hum ne yeh kya kiya” (best-ef-

powwn(mdmummm)usedmdmbe
tween us and Pakistan. Three things follow.
Let's call the first the moalmyme" IfWash-

fort “1fell in love with one who knows

no love, how the hell did I get into this mess?").
‘This s a very transactional Trump with no

loyalties, and as focused on his domestic base as

ington sees the
manner, then it must balance !he relationship.
Gain for one is loss for the other. It brings an equiv-
alence India detests. It belleves it stands in a class
by Itself and linking with Pakistan demeans it.
The second can be called "stature
denlal”. Given its growing compre-
hensive national power (CNP), India
belleves it deserves a sphere of in-

Mod! in India. Any US partner who
doesn't accept this is setting herself or himself up
fculeellngo{ ‘grand betrayal and humiliation.
wtsenmtnrwondemmlomﬂyandmmldmy
public expression of anxdety. It s quietly
progressing on the issue that matters
right now — an India-US wrade deal. If
that works, much clutter would die

p
at the Kumbh. It's too early tosay on suburban coaches. That could  causes much outrage. The Indian ﬂnence.lanshlnyam an ally, sees down. In any case, nobody has brought
why the Dreamliner crashed. The cut the toll to some degree. But it Railways is not held to account India-Pakista hack that other demon — the K-word.
stampedes at the Kumbh and the will also lead to - an h prism, it Ratherthan Nobody is saying India and Pakis-
i of hang out of coaches orities, which should coordinate endorse Indlas sphere of influence, tan should negotiate on Kashmir, and
crowds and are new chaptersinan  because are toget withth d this further that we are willing to mediate.
age-old narrative of stampedes. to work in time. Auto-doors will  sit infrastructure and increase ca- This Isdnubleu’ouhle as China ls 1 am not even sure if Mr Trump Is
‘The tragic accident between delay many journeys. paclxyfer safety. already working hard at denying NA‘"WAL aware of an Issue like that.
Mumbra and Diwa stations led to Running more trains during ‘The stampedes, on the other India that pre-eminence. And ‘That said, Mr Trump is now re-
the least loss. “Only” four com- peak hours on a system already hand, harkbacktotradition. India ~ whereas Indiawould expect Usback- INTEREST shaping the world in his own vision
muters died, and nine were In- running at over-capacity is has a tradition of stampedes trig- ing In this competition, it Is galling  guEKHAR GUPTA uncluttered by history, fxm and

jured whereas the counts In the
other incidents were much more.
However, the suburban Incident is
the tip of a very large iceberg and
despite being the least in terms of
apparent body count, it is the
most noteworthy.

There are between 2,500 and
3,000 accidental deaths every year

difficult. But Mumbai has to find
ways to Increase transit capacity,
whether it's via metro, or buses,
or through creating

gered by religious fervour. The
British remarked on the large
number of fatalities that occurred
at the Puri in the 1800s.

rail capacity, if it wishes to reduce
the desperation that leads to
risk-taking.

In addition to

Cricket is the most fervently prac-

th Atlan-

wells now stands at 5,332, about half the
level in early 2020. December’s figure was

1f you thought the Gulf would come to
the rescue, don't hold your breath. These
days, Saudi Arablan Oil Co is spending
more on gas than on crude. Its largest de-

sl:uauon in India, as myoolle@ne Javier
Blas has written, may be even worse.

As we've argued, the oll industry is al-
ready past its peak. The decades to come
will only be worse.

And Centcom Commander General Michael
Kurilla calling Pakistan a phenomenal partner
against terror comes from the essentlal geostra-
tegic division the Pentagon has followed histori-
cally where Centcomn covers Pakistan and India
falls under Pacific Command.

Ask any crime reporter worth her next scoop

and she will explain to you how the first interest
of any station house officer at a police station isto
curb crime in the person’s own jurisdiction even
if it means making deals with even the "baddest”
guys. You might get a different answer from the
Pacific Command chief. On top of this, our own
news TV rumour machine, which has done more
to undermine India's strategic credibility, in-
vented its own fiction that Pakistan’s newly self-
minted field marshal was invited for the US Army
Day parade. We were saved from mass neurosis by
the White House saying they weren't inviting any
such guests.
‘While such touchiness rules our larger public
opinion, which loves that self-defeating “we have
to do it all alone” obsession, it will be challenging
for the Modl government to immunise serious
policy from public responses. This government is
obsessed with the buzz on social media.

Finally, you can use that noise-cancellation de-
vice again, and see what foreign involvement in
our crises has meant. It will also help us distin-
guish between mediation, Intervention, and in-
volvement. After the Cold War, India endured
about four years of intense American pressure
over Kashmir over human rights. But. as India’s
economy grew post-reform, so did its stature. By
1998, the equation was changing.

Not only the second Clinton Administration
was quick to embrace the reality of a nuclear-
armed India. the next year, 1999, it played a very
constructive role during the Kargil crisks. Bill Clin-
ton hauled in Nawaz Sharif to Washington even
on the US Independence Day (July 4) to give him
a face-saver to retreat from Kargil.

During Operation Parakram, repeated Ameri-
can Interventions and frantic visits (most signifi-
cant Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld on a
day we seemed closest to war) helped both sides
stay calm. In the war on terror over 26/11

when the US keeps saying sweet

somethings to Pakistan. We thought

we were partners in a project to contain China

through Quad.
Andﬂ\e!hud.d:lsmmmeremmold!M»

word that M for

tised religion in the
50 it fits well with the tradition.
v

pm:lly and introducing aulo—

on the Mumbal system.

‘That works out to seven a day,
mostly from falling off trains or
from being hit while crossing
tracks. Some of these may be mis-
classified suicides — 76 suicides
were officlally recorded on Mum-
halsluhwbnnmminmu}m
context, three people die every

from accidents on Lolﬂons rail
system, and another 40 commit

Including suicides.
The Mumbra-Diwa Incident

lnclude the smart redesign of mﬂ
infrastructure (like more foot-
bridges) and education to per-
suade commuters not to risk
crossing tracks and jumping on or
off moving trains.

So, it's a tough ask. But it has to
be done. This is a problem faced by

every and other citles
handle it much better. Delhi also
has substantial deaths on public
transit systems but it's come down
since Delhi Metro started operat-

dian public opinion, American President Dcnald
'n'umphuundonemewnrko(me mdecadel

of the skillset of any administra-
tion. It Isn't hard to predict where a
crowd will gather during a festival
ora peotest for that matter. Govern-
ments use many methods to re-

with drones, and cordoning off
Simi-

Puklmnoenefne Now, we know that his. Imuesn
isn't in any mediation but in getting credit: "No-
body gives me credit for stopping a nuclear war”,
"1 stopped a nuclear war and | haven't seen any
storles about it", and so on.

You can't blame the for

and onwards served two purposes: One, to largely
India and Pakistan: and second, to

Trmy Organization, he ridicules
the \‘-‘enem alllance, serially insults Canada’s
Prime Ministers (Justin Trudeau and Mark Car-
ney), and is impatient with

stick the "terror state” label on Pakistan's chest.
But doch And with the of Mr

'l‘rumnkww'h‘\vverycnslsmﬂmsubu)mhmlhn
defy

He detests Volodymyr Zelenskyy and adores
Vladimir Putin. Check out the latest gem from
him: "Putin says they lost 51 million people (in
‘World War I1) and we were your allies. Now every-
one hates Russia and they love Germany and
Japan. Let’s explain that sometimes. It's a strange
world.” It's unrealistic to expect that somebody
making radical shifts not confused by history
would even know or appreciate our concern over
pri

to it. They think Mr Trump's renewed lmem in
the region emanates only from a fear of nuclear
conflict. Therefore, they think they've been able
to switch the attention back to the nuclear
threat, from the case India had built over decades

lar means could, and should, be
used to control happy crowds.

to in global war on terror. Personify-
Inglh!sredlscaveredmu]ohhﬂwal Bhutto, who
sald, that the US

The Modi 's current ch of

it. That's
meﬁremm‘katmudoor. Mr Trump has only
changed the language, junking old-fashioned di-
plomatic discretion. He seeks credit like a five-
year-old. It's the new reality for the world,
especially for America’s friends and allles.

Post script: When Pervez Musharraf came for
the Agra Summit (2001), Vajpayee hosted a lunch
for him in the biggest banquet hall in New Delhi’s
‘Taj Palace Hotel. He was also clever enough to in-
vite Farooq Abdullah to it, and seat him just one

soclal media nolse-cancellation is wise. Nomi-
nated Assistant Secretary of State Paul Kapur's full

ment s mature and fine for India. But just that one
line saying he’d work with Pakistan where it suits
America’s Interests has made so many In India
sulk like a jilted lover.

bl Dssmdme.l‘amoqmdetem:ledly
gotup and walked big, mis-
chievous smile. “Arrey, yeh dekhiye, yeh toh third
party intervention ho gayl,” a startled Musharraf
found agood escape line, and everybody laughed.

Next week: The perils of self-hyphenation
By special arrangement with ThePrint

Master of artistic coups

EYE CULTURE

In their response to Iranian filmmaker
Jafar Panahi's Palme d'Or for It was
Just an Accident, one thing united
commentators at Cannes and state-af-
fillated media in Iran. Both called ita
“political” win, albeit for different rea-
sons, Global media sad the prize wasa
sign the French film festival was falter-
ing on its traditionally “apolitical™
stance to engage with lmemzllonal af-

fairs, while [ranlan goves
backed outlets — uluascrunnyfot
brutally suppressing since

protests
2022 — dubbed it a West-sanctioned
smear campaign.

Asimple examination of Panahi's
oeuvre, however, shows his lens be-
longs only to himself. The 64-year-old
is a master of artistic coups. He rou-
tinely subverts government restric-
tions to arrive at unique ways of
seeing, which are not

which were lifted only in 2023 A festi-
val-circuit joke had it that all his recent
films were about not being allowed to

Dayereh, the first bold step In that
direction, was welcomed with a
Golden Lion at Venice and punished
with a ban in Iran. The women in the
film may managed to escape
prison but meet a serles of impedi-
ments outside too — they often crave a

mnxeﬁlnn'lhhlspmtylmeuwugh cigarette yet are always discouraged
nmanewdevdupmm very director &umllgmngune uelllrguopeiot
essentially makes menlavlelnhlsllfe- their powerlessness. Where

time — Abbas (Panahl’s cin- sold drew its di fmmlhebuund-
ematic parent) cerainly thought so — arles of class, Offside imagined teen
and Panahi has pondered one question girls defying the exclusion of women
eversince his 1995 debut White Balioan.  from football stadiums. The worst of

Hel: inthe his had been the indefi-

lbsuxﬂltyolr&rlcllomphcedon nite wait for permissions, but after
people by family, soclety, and showing solidarity with 2009's Green

mml—nndmenamrﬂddrelnbruk

Develop-
ment of Children and Adolescents, he
started making neorealist chlldrmk

Movement in lran, a period of house
arrest followed.

‘This opened up a phase of clandes-
tine filmmaking, starting with This is
not a Film, where he only

TICKER

We may not know for some
time what led to Alr Indla 171s
tragic crash just a few seconds
after it took off. Crash Investiga-
by Cthe

discusses a film he wanted to make.

films. Si
truthfully depict the dnmesdc llws of
adults (rules of the y of Culture

Iranian ctive innova-
tors in the road movie genre, and Pan-
ahi

scenes at home), the world of children

the European gaze either — This l;wml
a Film and Taxi Tehran, for instance.
His films cannot be shown within his
country, and are riskily smuggled into
overseas festivals. But despite this rec-
ognition, the battle-hardened film-
maker Is not smitten with the West,
declaring he was “bored there”, both

his toes. He shoots in secret to avold
government permission. This eamed
him stints in prison and long bans on
making films and travelling abroad,

1n1997's Ayneh, he continued film-
Ing even after the child p
Mina, tired of make-believe, looked at
the camera and protested, "I'm not
acting anymore!” The resulting blend
of fiction and documentary s a strik-
ing allegory for women seeking
agency. White Balloon too featured
young lead characters determined to
get their way, often going against
what they are told to do. His nar-
ratives, more confrontational than the
more poetic Kiarostami, shifted to in-
clude adult rebellions, but always out-
side the home.

a»

the car movie format
(car- mmd\.tlynumu)vmggnw

tor work undetected, the car Is anal-
ogous to the sense of confinement and
movement felt by people at large.
Opptesﬁwnﬂmlruunlwmuy
occurring absurdity, as Panahl's travel
experiences establish. As an [ranian
artist, he spoke out when h

prehensive such  inquiries
carried out, and it is vitally im-
portant that we walt for this
process rather than speculate.
After all, there are some
things that we already know:
‘The class of aircraft in question,
the Boeing 787 “Dreamliner”,
has never previously been in-
volved in a fatal incident — un-
like, say, the same company’s
controversial 737-MAX, which
has suffered several crashes
and been more than

to secure a visa to enter Hong Kong in

to represent Iran through a binary view
of evil establishment versus suffering
masses, Panahl lets us ordi-
nary lranians in a nuanced milieu. His
body of work always was and remains
about women, life, and freedom.

a-

once. It has been less than a
fortnight since Boelng came to
a deal with the United States
(US) government to pay $1.1 bil-
lion in order to avoid prosecu-
tion for two past crashes of the
737-MAX. Critics of Boeing — of
whom there are many — would

Tragedy and farce

it seemed that they were land-
ing too far into the runway to
avoid going off its end. Much of
dl.lscwldheexph.lnedhypmb

lines 605 in Bangalore in 1990.

Instead of overshooting the

runway, &s was the case in Koz-

hikode and Mangalore, this
&

veloped whi rather
than accountants ran the com-
pany, and so Is a more rellable

alrcraft. thecom-

lematic h

tices within Alr India Btpre!s,
whae the captains may have
pllots or on

pany’sshare fell 5 per cent after
news of the crash broke.

In other words, the reasons
for this crash may wind up
being more than usually diffi-
cult to Any Initlal

depuuﬂonfmmAhlndllmd

one short, miss-
ing the runway. This was the
first crash worldwide invol-
ving the then brand new Alr-
bus 320, which had

thought lves superior to
the Alr India Express first of-
ficers. And in both cases, the
end of the tabletop runway was
and so

assumptions and statements
may wind up being corrected
over time; this is often the
case with aviation accident
investigations.

It is worth noting that It has
been five years since the last
large-scale civil aviation acci-
dent in India, the 2020 crash of
Alr Indla Express 1344 from
Dubal to Kozhikode — one of
the “Vande Bharat” repatri-
ation flights during the pan-
demic. And the one before that
was a full decade earlier: Alr
India Express 812, flying from
Dubai to Mangalore in 2010,

Investigation into both these
crashes revealed a startlingly
similar pattern of behaviour -
an indictment, indeed, of both
AlrIndia Express and of the Alr-
ports Authority of India. Both
the crashes involved planes
landing at dangerous “tabletop™
runways, which drop off sharply
at the end of an artificially flat-
tened hilltop. In both cases, the
«captain ignored the advice of a
junior first officer to “go

when

say that the Dreamliner was de-

around”, or

the aircraft were not slowed as

they should have been.
1t is worth noting that the
two Alr India Express crashes
were, till Thursday, the only
major crashes this century, ex-
cept for an Alllance Air crash in
early 2000, killing 60. Given the
many disasters that plagued
Indian air travel to that point,
the level of improvement in
aviation safety in this country
is worth noting. Even so, in
those crashes, it is dishearten-
ing to see an echo of past prob-
lems. When Alr India 855, the
Emperor Ashoka, crashed into
the sea a few kilometres off
Bandra on New Year's Day 1978
— the “Bandstand Crash”, as
people called it at the time — a
faulty attitude indicator misled
the capeain. But the US courts
also

“fly-by-wire” in-
strumentation — If one over-
looks the fact that it had
crashed on debut at a French
alr show. The crash investiga-
tion concluded that pilot ervor
was responsible, though the
qulet improvements to the
A320's design thereafter sug-
gest that a new and confusing
interface might bear some
share of the responsibility.
And then there s the most
tragic farce of all, the 1993 fail-
ure of Indian Alrlines 491,
which failed to achleve proper
gradient on kts takeoff from Au-
rangabad alrport and collided
with a truck carrying bales of
cotton along a road that crossed
the end of the runway. Every-
thing went wrong in that one —
a poorly designed runway, a
captain who ignored a (female)
first officer, and, most impor-
tantly, poor systems on the
ground leading to a possibly
overwelght alrcraft that falled

to

that his reaction time was
slowed by diabetes medication
— which could also have been
the case for the captain of Al
1344 In 2020,

Even more controversial
was the crash of Indian Air-

ad

proper height.

Al 171 also failed to achieve
the gradient it needed, but as
history shows, any number of
things could have been re-
sponsible. A rush to judge-
ment of any kind would be
Irresponsible.
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OPINION

Editor’s
TAKE

Digital revolution: A
giant leap forward

The digital wave must carry every citizen forward,
empowering them with tools, access and opportunities
ver the past 11 years, India has undergone a sweeping digital
transformation that has redefined citizens,
and the nation's trajectory.
by vislonary leadership and powered by a blend of political will,
and mass India's digital revoluti
has moved beyond urban confines to touch the remotest comers of the
country, bridging the once-formidable digital divide. Unon Minister and

From Nobel Laureate to National Liability

Muhammad Yunus, once hailed as a visionary economist and social reformer, now accused of steering Bangladesh into
deeper division and decay through a caretaker regime defined more by personal retribution than national stewardship

his week’s attack on Rabindranath
lagore’s ancestral home bn Sirajgan)
is no mere incident but a stark

symptom of Bangladesh’s deterlora-
tlon. Once a cultural sanctuary, it now lies des-
ecrated by mob violence over a trivial dispute
— reflecting a nation fraying under extrem-
Ism, Institutional decay, and political chaos.
The states feeble response exposes ts
waning control, while the turmoil mirrors the
catastrophic misj; ments of Chief Adviser
| d Yunuss fractured stewardship.

BJP President JP Nadda recently this has not
only millions of peaple but also reaches
every citizen,

Today, governance Is more transparent and efficient than ever before.
Real-time data and have
brought a level of speed i y that was

previously unimaginable. Major Government schemes like DigiLocker,
CoWIN, Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, U-WIN, and e-Sanjeevani have
become lifelines for millions, particularly in rural and underserved areas.
These platforms are not merely digital tools — they represent acoess,
empowerment, and dignity for the common citizen.

One of the most celebrated facets of this revalution is the rise of digital
payments through the Unified Payments Interface (UP1). The Is

Omce revered worldwide as the architect of
microfinance and a Nobel laureate whose work
redefined social entrepreneurship,
Muhammad Yunus's trajectory into
Bangladesh’s political arena has proved para-
doxically corrosive, His appointment as the
head of the caretaker Government, intended
to ensure impartiality and a smooth transition,
has Instead become synonymous with deep-
ening partisan rancour and administrative
shortsightedness. Yunus's virulent antipathy
towards the Awami League, and particularly
Its leadier Shedkh Hasina — scion of the revered

actively investing in future-ready domains like artificial intedligence (Al).
Plans are underway to set up three Al Centres of Excellence in top
and several Al models — such as
Sarvam-1, and 's Everest 1.0 — are
being developed to place India at the forefront of the global Al race. The
digital revolution has al g tothe With more.
than 94 crore broadband connections, India Is among the

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman — has
become the defining characteristic of his
Governance. It Is w:?:ly known that Shelkh
Hasina once sought to Imprison Yunus on
charges of financlal irregularities, charges that
Yunus has defily manipulated 1o foment pub-
lic dissent against her and to galvanise efforts
not merely to dislodge her from power but to

nations on the planet. Under the BharatNet project, over 2,18 lakh Gram
Panchayats have been linked with high-speed intemet, and more than 6.9
lakh km of optical fibre has been lakd across the country. India also offers
the world's cheapest mobile data, further enabling digital inclusion at
scale. However, the road to a truly digital India is not without its challenges.
Despite the vast spread of digital infrastructure, a significant portion of
the population still struggles with digital literacy. Many people, especially in
rural areas and among vulnerable groups, lack the skills to use digital
platforms effectively. This gap in digital understanding threatens to limit
efits of the rapid growth of
digital activity and data privacy.
As digital transactions and data usage rise, there is a pressing need for
strong legal frameworks, robust cyber defences, and widespread public
‘awareness to ensure safety and trust in the digital ecosystem.
Infrastructure gaps also persist in certain remote and geographically
diffi where supply and remain
major hurdles. The challenge now lies in making digital pushy more
Inclusive, secure, and equitable. As India marches toward its vision of Viksit
Bharat @2047, the digital wave must cany every citizen forward,
empowering them with tools, access, and opportunities.
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Letters to the Editor

cally excise her family’s enduring

reality confronting Bangladesh under Yunuss
leadership. At the same Chatham House
forum, Yunus lamented that the economy had
not simply stalled but regressed beneath zero,
burdened by “immense debt pressure” and for-
elgn reserves "t the bottom — because they're
empty” The banking sector, he revealed, has
“completely collapsed.” the victim of “rampant
corruption, beibery and money laundering”
allegedly perpetrated during the previous
Governments tenure.

The revel that billions — dat

Iimprint on Bangladeshs national consclous-
ness. This vendetta is no more visible than in
the exclsion of Bangabandhu's visage from the
nation’s currency notes,

Since 1971, the Father of the Natlon's image
has been etched onto the Taka, an emblem-
atic tribute to the liberation unrn%de and &
unifying symbol of identity. The Yunus
administration’s replacement of this endur-
Ing graphy with cultural landmark
framed under the pretext of “depoliticising”
currency, reveals itsell as an act less of sober
™ ce than of I retrib
To excise the very face that personifies
Bangladesh’s birth s to leave the country
from its roots, & symbaolic mutilation that
threatens to fracture collective memory.

Yunus's rhetoric has further inflamed divi-
slons. In a contentious address at London’
Chatham House, he openly questioned the
legitimacy of the Awami League. His inflam-
mator do not merely del

$234 billion — have been siphoned off via illic-
it channels paints a grim picture of systemic
plunder, one that threatens to choke any
prospects of recovery. However, the Indict-

ment of the past also lumi-

nates the present conun-
drum: the interim
Government itself inher-
Ited and perpetuated sys-
temic rot. The wholesale
replacement of bank
boards with cronles issu-
ing loans as “gifts” com-

ounds s

recent diplomatic mission, a polnted gesture
of diplomatic coolness that ﬂ:)ﬂ!e\ his pre-

carlous standing on the world stage. This tacit
rebufl marks a sharp contrast to his previous

lobal acclaim, h ting how domestic
lllnllncal mungklﬁ(?‘ .m.d‘l perceived insta-

ility have diminished his credibility. The lnter-
Im Governments revisionist approach to
history and national symbolism has only
served to alienate broad swathes of the pop-
ulation, The rewriting of textbooks, removal
of Shetkh Mujib’s statues from public spaces,
and su on of Awaml League activities are
wldfl)'mwd not as relhr?r:hul as puni-
tive purges. This behaviour reeks of sectari-
anism disgulsed as statesmanship — a pro-
found breach of the mature leadership

national cooperation, forensic nccmunl:};
expertise, and a pudiclary capable of withstand-
ing political pressure. Bangladeshis current fis-
sures and institutional weaknesses severely
constrain such ambitions, casting doubt on the
feasibility of Yunuss promises to repatriate illic-
1t capital without a concerted, unified nation-
al effort. Yunus's tenure illustrates the peril
inherent when a fragile democracy is entrust-
ed 1o a leadership that substitutes vindictive-
ness for statesmanship — rewriting history not
to enlighten but to erase. The rise and prectp-
itous full of Muhammad Yunus as lhngm
political architect serve as a sobering admo-
nition of the consequences wrought when per-
sonal animus supplants public duty,

His relentless pursuit of political objectives,

Iy d with an abid

Bangladesh urgently needs. Resp from
emergent political entities, such as the Natlonal
Citizen Party, articulate the widespread scep-
ticksm gripping the political miliew. While ten-
tatively welcoming the prospect of elections
In the first half of next year, the NCP condi-
tions its suppart on the implementation of the
July Charter and Declaration, alongside com-
h | reforms.

po Y
Vi function. The challe
NILANTHA of rehabilitating a bm“r
IPYTITIT (ng sector crippled by
nepotism, lmpunity, and
olitical interference
oms karge, a task made
all the more formidable by ongoing faction-

Thelr insistence on restructuring the
Election Commission and prioritising local
elections signals a demand for foundational
renewal before any credible national vote can
transpire, This cautious posture enc: tes
the brptuuder anxleties of a civil x::i:ﬂ‘uy
of belng entrapped in another cyde of com-

a political party; they alienate millians of cit-
lzens who have lnvested their faith in the
Awami League over decades, This polarising
discourse deepens the flssures within an
already fraglle polity, fostering discoed where
unity ks desperately needed. Compounding
these political fissures Is the dire economic

al Infighting and a d 4 ce
framework.

Globally, Yunusk stature has suffered a per-
ceptible decline. Despite proclamations of
“enormous support” from the IMF and for-

p d democracy. The quest to recover
stolen assets In countries riddled with
entrenched patronage systems Is widely
acknowledged as Slsyphean. Extensive
research by governance watchdogs like
I 1 S and

( reality tal:u 8
ing tableau. Notably, the UK Prime Minister
reportedly declined to meet Yunus during a

Bank elucidates that such endeavours demand
not oaly domestic resolve but also robust inter-

the World .

gy B
ty towards the Awami League and its storled
legacy, has not only imperilled his standing
but threatens to thrust the nation further into
fragmentation and despalr. The symbolic
purging of Bangabandhu from the currency
and public memory Is more than mere icon-
ockasm: it is an affront to the natloa’s very soul,
Consequently, the future of & ‘New Bangladesh’
hangs precariously in the balance, burdened
by economic stagnation, vindictive politics,
and a rising tide of extremism, Without & fun-
damental shift towards inclusive governance,
respect for historical legacy, and robust insti-
tutional reform, Bangladesh risks becoming

y case study In the d g after-
math of regime-change projects orchestrated
by warmongering Western democracies —
nations devoid of consclence in their interven-
tions, willing to sacrifice anything for politi-
cal expediency.

(The writer is a cobumnist based in Colombo.
Views are personal)

Is Chirag Paswan emerging as the BJP’'s CM Face in Bihar?

QI
SECOND

pinion
oung, dynamic, and often referred to as the "Hanuman
i of PM Mod\" Chirag Paswan seems poised to emerge
as the BIPS potential Chief Ministerial face for Bihar,
The BIP currently kacks a compelling CM candidate from with-
In its ranks to present to Bihar's dectorate. After the demise
of Sushil Modl, it has failed to fill the void. The Bihar Assembly
elections, covering 245 constituencies with over 7.64 croee reg-
Istered voters, are expected to be held by N ber 2025, As

vres, With Samrat Chaudhary, & senlor BJP leader and Deputy
Chief Minister, lacking the mass appeal to rival Nitish, the BJP
Is in urgent need of a charismatic, youth-driven leader who
can bridge this gap and Chirag Paswan fits the bill,

Why Chirag Paswan?

Chirag Paswan brings a unique mix of youthful energy, soft-
spoken charisma, and a clean image. The son of the late Ram
Vilas Paswan, he leads a splinter group of the Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP) and has demonstrated unwavering hrmnh)' 1o Prime
Minister Modt. Despite being & Union Cabinet Minister, Chirag
s iy d

the political climate begins to shift, the BIP appears to be
preparing to position Chirag Paswan as a serbous con-
tender to lead the state,

Nitish Kumar and BJP's Dilemma
The current Chief Minister Nitish Kumas, popular-
ly known as “Sushasan Babu." has gained a reputa-
tion for frequent political realignments, Having shift-
ed alliances between the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RID) and the BJP, Nitish’s credibility has taken a hit,
His past partnerships, especlally with Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s RID and his son Tejashwi Yadav as Deputy
CM, followed by a return to the BJP-led NDA, have
created a trust deficit both within the electorate and
among his allies, Although the BJP has stuck with
Nitish Kumar for p(n?'munc reasons, the party is known to
e uncomfortable with his unpredictable political manoeu-

VIVEK
AWASTHI

7 y with his current portfolio — Food

Processing Ind, a ministry often considered low in polit-

Ical weight, His preference ks clear: to play a larg-
er, more influential role In his home state.
According to party insiders, two primary scenar-
tos are under discussion between the BJP high
command and Chirag Paswan:

Full Merger into BJP

Chirag me: his , LIP (Ram Vilas), into
the B m'%?nmgmfmmm u:l-'rmw‘- CM
candidate for Bihar. This option would likely offer
Chirag greater political stability and authority but
requires his total integration into the BIP, which
some of his party colleagues may resist

CM face of the alllance
Chirag contests the elections as an NDA ally, projected as the

CM face, However, this route s fraught with challenges-pri-
marily the seat-sharing dilemma, As the dominant partner,
the BJP would demand a major share of constituencies and
ministerial portfolios, potentially limiting Chirag’s influence
in a future coalition Government,

A Calculated Risk or Strategic Shift?

Chiragh potential elevation to the top post could serve mul-
tiple purposes for the BJP It would allow the party to refresh
its Jeadership in Bihar, address the vacuum created by Nitish
Kumar's waning influence, and tap into the Dalit vote bank,
a demographic traditionally loyal to his father, Ram Vilas
Paswan. While Chirag Paswan has not publicly committed to
either path, his growing restlessness within the Union
Cabinet and increasing clout in Bihar politics indicate that a
shift is imminent. A merger, though complex, might offer him
a long-term political future with dec[m roots i Bihar's gov-
ernance. In the 2020 Bihar elections, LJP managed to win just
one seat and its nine candidates were placed second. In the
last General elections, Chirag Paswan’ LJP got five seats. To
sum it up, LJP merger with the BJP could mean a win-win
situation for both parties as Chirag’s candidates would get o
fule share of upper caste votes in the name of the BJP and the
BIP could benefit from Chirag’s vote bank and the legacy of
his father, late Ram Vilas Paswan, As the 2025 Bihar
Assembly elections draw closer, the question looms large: Will
Chirag Paswan become the face of BJP's new Bihar?

(The author is a political analyst.
Views are persosal)

RAFALE FUSELAGE DEAL: A BIG
BOOST FOR MAKE-IN-INDIA

Alr India plane crash

It is deeply shocking that Air India Fll{hlro\l 171, a
Boeing 787-8 [ liner en route from A dabad to
London Gatwick, crashed shoetly after take-off on June 12,
2025, into the B] Medical (1)1|T¢ hostel in Meghani Nagar,
Of the 242 people on board, only one British national, seat-
ed near the emergency exit, miraculously survived and Is
now in stable condition.

Tragically, 241 engers and crew lost their lives, alnm
with at least 28 individuals on the ground, bringing the tota
fatalities to approximately 269, Among the victims were 169
Indian nationals, 53 Britons, seven Portuguese, and one
Canadian. The crash also claimed the lives of several med-
Ical students and staff; five medicos were killed and over
60 others injured in the hostel, Rescue teams from NDRF,
TAF, BSK and NSG responded rapidly, and the akrcrafts black
boxes have been recovered,

Preliminary data indicates the plane reached just over 600
ft before descending and suing a mayday call, with ini-
tlal reports clting a possible mechanical issue, such as the
landing gear not retracting. The nation mourms this rare
but witerly devastating tragedy. With rescue operations com-
pleted, a thorough technical investigation ks now critical to
uncover the root cause and prevent future Incidents,
International condolences continue to pour in, underlin-
ing the global impact of this catastrophe.

DVG SANKARA RAD | VIZANAGRAM

Mumbal local turning Into death line
Apropos news item, “Mumbals death line: four killed, nine
Injured’, published on June 10, this is my response, The
accident that took place in Thane district, Maharashtra,
when passengers fell off two overcrowded running local
trains, resulting in four dead and several others injured,
ralses a serlous question over the safety standards in
Mumbal’s suburban rallway system, well known as the
“lifeling” of the city. rtedly, several passengers, cling-
Ing to the f(ubnn&h'ffrm ln& of npm-plmtd-".l:ﬁc u?gl
brushing against each other as the trains passed closely.
With over 80-lakh daily commuters, Mumbal’s suburban
tradn system I3 arguably the busiest in the world. Yet, aver-
crowding, outdated Infrastructure, and lack of real-ume
monitoring make It & frequent site of accidents,
Rallway experts ‘mml out that lack of platform screen
doors, dedicated city rall governance, and Insufficient
rolling stock are core issues behind such recurring
tragedies. The incldent serves as a grim reminder of the
urgent need to modernise Mumbal's rallway system, not
u&m»loglmll)' alone, but structurally unJ Jmlnmrl—
tively also. This tragic event underscores the critical need
for immediate action, Without swift and comprehensive
reforms, the “lfeline” risks becoming a constant threat
to those who rely on it daily. Ensuring commuter safety
must be the absolute top priority.

RANGANATHAN SIVAXUMAR | CHENNAY

Wife poisons husband: Eroding Values
A 33-year-old woman polsoned her husband, kids, and
In-laws’ food with sleeping pills to hide an extramari-
tal affaie. Husband-killing crimes are coming into exis-
tence rapidly in India. Women are becoming beasts in
domestic life. It is affecting soclety badly. Society Is
required to be reformed from such helnous moves, or
else it will be a soclal crisis for prospective generations. It
marks a lack of nurturing, Parents must nurture their
children in a proper order. They must be aware of
domestic responsibilities, affection, and rights to the
husband and other members to overcome such dread-
ful crimes. Life s very limited; it shouldn't be destroyed
due to extramarital al{mrs after tylng knots, Parents must
ask thelr children what they want; untl they understand
their ptycholngr. Mx‘lﬂr‘mll deteriorate in such a wa{.
A woman polsoning her family to conceal an affalr
Is not Just a crime but a reflection of deep societal decay.
Such incidents underline the urgent need for emotion-
al education, responsible parenting, and moral ground-
ing. Without reform, unchecked impulses and broken
values may lead future generations into a moral and
sockal crisis. This alarming trend necessitates a collec-
tive Introspection on familial values and marital sanc-
tity. Only through f empathy and ¢
can soclety hope to curb these devastating betrayals,
NADEEEM AASIM | MUMBAI

8 big boost to Make-in-Indla,

Robotics & Quantum Tech, Agri-Tech and

Dassauit Avistion of France and India’s  Feod Engineering are sectors that casry

Tata Advanced Systens Linited wil exciting possibilities. In all these, we are
partner for Rafale aircraft equipped with the needed technical and
manufacturing at a dedicated facility In engineerng Make-up and eager
Hyderabiad. The key manpower. India can tum strategic
the akcratt in ol Job
Inciude the central fuselage, rear section,  engine for not anly local markets, but
Rateral rear shells, and the front section.

The tirst fuselage sections are expected Outtarys on R&D-iensive, job-
10 roll out by FY2028, with & production multiplying sectors ke seraspace,
capacity of up 10 two complete fuselages biotech, and energy is an investment 1o
per month. levesting In strategic and Ngh-  future-proofing India's workforce The

for. Rafale uoclage frevie
Ratale as an offvet adjunct is admirable. signals India’s ascent in high-tech
Such foreign tech deals Jobs By
along Wi ty need 1o be
replicated across other sectors where India can Uansform strategic spending
Job eng , jobs, and
creation. There are any number of eponts. Scaling such inftiatives across
emenging areas for similar inltiatives. emerging tech sectors will help secue
Aeroapace & Defence Manufacturing, Indla’s glabial competitiveness and futuse-
Biotech o
Tech, Space Tech & Satetite Systems, AL, R NARAVANAN | MUMBAI
We apgecials your SeedBack.
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_(ANALYSIS

Aung San Suu Kyi at 80: Forgotten Behind Bars

Once a global icon of democracy, her plight now draws diminishing international outrage. Yet even as the West looks away, resistance forces in
Myanmar are gaining ground. The junta’s grip is slipping, but Suu Kyi's life remains in peril as th

n June 19, 2025, Aung San Suu Kyi, will
complete BO years of her life and step
into the 8lst year. She remains in

prison. The last one of her sham trials
— all widely condemned the world over — which
ended on December 30, 2022, sentenced her to
seven years in prison, With this, the total num-
ber of years to which she was sentenced came to
33, which was subsequently reduced to 27 years,
This suggests that Myanmar’s ruling junta, which
calls itself State Administration Council, wants her
to die in prison.

What is striking in this context Is the waning
interest of the Western democracies in her incar-
ceration and the struggle for democracy In
Myanmar. They, doubtless, continue treat the junta
as an outcast and retain the sanctions imposed on
itand its leaders. Yet expressions of outrage over
her continued imprisonment and the junta’s sav-
ng: military action against civilian ﬁpuhnnm in
the areas controlled by the People’s Defence Force
(PDF), the armed force of the opposition National
Unity Government (NUG), and the ethnic armed
organisations (EAOs), which are waging war
against it in cooperation with one another, are now
fewer and less strident.

This, of course, Is a result of the emergence of
new issues like the Ukraine war and Israel’s action
In Gaza which now occupy centre stage in the gen-
eral global discourse. Nevertheless, this diversion
of global attention helps to reduce the pressure
on the junta to restore democracy in the coun-
try and conduces to making sure that it will be
ousted only if, and when, it is defeated in the civil
war now raging in Myanmar,

The opposition forces include, besides the PDF,
the Three Brotherhood Alliance (henceforth the
Alliance) comprising the Myanmar Natlonal
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), active in
the Kokang Special Region of
northern Shan State, the
Taang National Liberation
Army (TNLA), also active
In the Shan State and the
Arakan Army (AA), based
in the Rakhine State in the
country's western part, act-
ing In dose cooperation
with the PDF and other
ethnic armies. They are
Increasingly gaining the
upper hand.

The Sit-Tat  (as
Myanmar's army Is called),
has suffered a series of
reverses since the Alllance launched its offensive,
codenamed Operation 1027, on October 27, 2023,
The AA had brought almost the entire Rakhine
State under its control by April, 2024, The
MNDAA claimed on July 31, 2024, that it had cap-
tured Sit-Tat's military base in Lashio, a city In
Shan State close to the border with China, and its

HIRANMAY
KARLEKAR

e battle for Myanmar's future intensifies

alrport. This was a major loss for the junta. As
Vivek Shankar has pointed out in a plece in The
New York Times datelined August 5, 2024, the
“city of Lashio and its alrport lie on a crucial trade
corridor to Yunnan Province in China, which Is
spending hundreds of millions of dollars on a
high-speed rail link and other infrastructure pro-
Jects on both sides of the border”

The opposition forces now control large
swathes of territory along Myanmar’s borders and
mountainous reglons; the military retains control
over the major cities and lowlands in the central
Irrawaddy Valley.

It Is losing even the cities and towns. A report
(datelined August 13, 2024) by-lined The
Irrawaddy, in the website The Irrawaddy, and car-
rled under the headline “Junta Controls Fewer
Than 100 of Myanmar's 350 Towns: NUG/" cited
the latter's defence minister, U Yee Mon, as say-
ing that only 98 of Myanmar’s 350 townships
remained under the junta’s control. According to
the report, the NUG's Defence Ministry divided
Myanmars towns into four categories — 75

letely captured by anti-regi

According to an article (datelined June 4, 2025)
by Banyar Aung, carried in The Irrawaddy, the
ethnic Arakan Army (AA) has notched up major
gains since launching its Rakhine offensive in
N

THE OPPOSITION FORCES NOW
CONTROL LARGE SWATHES OF
TERRITORY ALONG MYANMAR'S
BORDERS AND MOUNTAINOUS
REGIONS; THE MILITARY RETAINS
CONTROL OVER THE MAJOR CITIES
AND LOWLANDS IN THE CENTRAL
IRRAWADDY VALLEY. IT IS LOSING
EVEN THE CITIES AND TOWNS

groups, 105

surrounded by anti-regime groups; 75 being
fought over, and 98 towns remaining under

the regime’s control.

ber 2023, seizing control of 14 out of 17
townships in the western state. Of the three town-
ships still under junta control, battles are raging
in Sittwe and Kyaukphyu, while Manaung is
the only township from where clashes have not
been reported.

The AA has also secured the entire stretch bor-
dering India and Bangladesh following its capture
of territory along the Naf River including
Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and Chin State's Paletwa
Township. This has led to Bangladesh establish-
ing direct contact with it and India maintaining
ties through the Government of Mizoram,

The junta, doubtless, has sought to hit back. In
an article (datelined March 19, 2025), appearing
under the headline “Mapping the Myanmar
Junta’s Gains, Losses and Stalemates Since 1027%,
in The Irrawaddy, Moe Sett Nyen Chan, a mili-
tary analyst, writes that in 2024, the Sit-Tat, as the
Junta’s army is called, switched to a more dynam-
lc strategy, employing mobile and pro-active
defensive tactics and launching counter-offensives
across the country, relying heavily on war planes

FIRST
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and drones. These tactics, however, have yet to
produce meaningful or declsive victorles. As stat-
ed in the article, the areas reclaimed by the junta
collectively account for less than one per cent
of the territory, towns, and camps previously
selzed by resistance forces, Besides, the regained
areas remain under constant threat, encircled
by resistance forces.

The article further states that the opposition
forces have responded by intensifying guerrilla-
style operations involving ambushes, the laying
of mines, and repeated attacks on the Sit-Tat's
positions, They doubtless have to battle numer-
ous odds. The junta, for example, recaptured most
of Lotkaw Township in 2024 after Karenni resls-
tance forces withdrew, apparently because of
ammunition shortage,

The Sit-Tat, however, Is facing serious problems
of its own, and Is staring at almost certain defeat
in the long run. Its morale is very low. Internal
discord Is growing, Several three-star generals
have been removed. Many younger officers are
unhappy as they recognise that almost the entire
country is against them. According to a plece by
Ye Myo Hein (datelined May 4, 2023) featured by
the United States Institute of Peace, it was found
that the Sit-Tat, whose “headcount.” showed a
“strength of a total 300,000-400,000 before the
coup,” currently “had a strength of about 150,000
personnel”

Roughly 70,000 are combat soldiers, At least
21,000 service members have been lost through
casualties, desertion and defection since
the coup. The advantage the Sit-Tat has in its
possessions of tanks and armoured vehicles,
is, to a great extent, neutralised by the fact that
these are very difficult to deploy In the densely-
forested mountainous areas, marked by deej
gur*u and steep climbs, which are the stronghol
of the opposition.

It has artillery and alr-support. These,
however, do not win wars even when supported
by heavily-armed trained troops. Otherwise,
the United States would have romped 1o a victo-
ry in Vietnam,

It 1s a matter of time before the junta is oust-
ed. When that happens, it will be a great vindi-
catlon of the prolonged struggle Aung San Suu Kyl
has waged, at great cost 1o herself, for freedom and
democracy in Myanmar. There is, however, a very
serous danger that needs to be talked about, It Is
of the junta getting her murdered in prison and
trying to pass it of as death caused by old age-relat-
ed natural causes.

If this happens, one of the causes will be the
junta’s belief that the West has lost interest in
Myanmar and will do no more than expressing
routine condemnation before passing on to sub-
Jects considered more pressing.

(The writer is & consuiting editor with The Ploneer.
Views expressed are personal)

From Eden to Eternity: A Fan’s Fifty-
Year Journey with Indian Cricket

Test at Eden Gardens, Calcutta — the moment

my lifelong romance with cricket began. It was
the winter of 1974, during the India-West Indies
Test serles. I was Just elght years old, a curious boy
drawn by the electric buzz of the crowd and the
anticipation of something big. The chill in the
December alr did nothing to dampen the excite-
ment. That morning, unknowingly, I stepped into
a world that would accompany me through the
next five decades. That game, that series — it was-
o't just cricket, It was the spark that lit an eternal
flame.

India, under the regal leadership of Mansoor
Al Khan Pataudi, was down 0-2 in the five-
match series. The team had lost in Bangalore and
Delhi, and the third Test at Eden Gardens was a
must-win, The West Indies, led by the
charismatic Clive Lloyd, were a powerhouse
brimming with pace and power. India won the
toss and batted. What followed was a spirited
fightback, and Indla clinched a
memorable win, The stadium was packed
— BO,000 fans roared with every stroke
and wicket, I can still hear those cheers
echolng in my ears,

The series then moved to Chepauk,
Madras — a ground that favours the
artistry of spin. There, Gundappa
Viswanath played an elegant 97, full of
delicate  wristwork  and  clever /
placements, helping India level the
serles 2-2, And then came the decider
at Bombay's Brabourne Stadium, a
historic venue that predates the
Wankhede. That was my Initiation
Into the magic of radio commentary, listening to
the crackle of Sunil Gavaskar's blade as he took

Iiull vividly remember the first day of the third

guard.

Though India lost the final Test, and the series
3-2, something even more lasting had been born
— my love for cricket. It wasn't just about scores
or wins. It became a part of who | was, something
waoven into the fabric of my being. From that day
on, I've followed every Test match, every Indian
serles — first as a wide-eyed child, then a college
student, @ public servant, and now a senlor
officer nearing the end of a long career. Cricket
has been my constant. Through this fifty-year
Journey, five cricketers have symbolised different
stages of my life — five icons who inspired,
moved, and accompanied me as time unfurled.

Sunil Gavaskar: The Pathbreaker

During my school and college years, Sunil
Gavaskar was my north star. Calm, precise, and
courageous, he stood up to the might of the West
Indies pace battery with nothing but a cap and
unshakable technique. No  helmets, no
flamboyance — Just resolve. His debut series in
1971, with 774 runs, announced that India had

RAJIV
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arrived. When he retired with over 10,000 Test
runs and 34 centurles, he left behind not just
records, but a legacy.

Gavaskar gave Indian cricket an identity, We
called him the “Little Master” but his influence
was monumental. His final Test innings — a
poetic 96 on a difficult pitch agalnst Pakistan in
1987 — was a masterclass. | was in college,
captivated by every stroke. He taught us that we
could be world-class, that Indian batsmen could
dominate with skill and patience.

Kapil Dev: The Gamechanger

As | entered Jawaharlal Nehru University for my
postgraduate studies, Kapil Dev exploded onto
the scene. Fast-bowling, hard-hitting, and
flercely proud, he was the antidote to all the
clichés about Indian cricketers. Hailing from
Haryana, Kapll broke barriers with his
athleticism and charisma.

He took 434 Test wickets and scored over
5,000 runs. But what sealed his place in
the hearts of millions was that magical

summer of 1983 — leading India to
their first World Cup win at Loed's,
His unbeaten 175 against Zimbabwe
remains etched In legend. He was
raw courage, Kapil didn't just dm‘ﬁ:
matches — he changed mindsets.
told us, through every action, that
India could win, anywhere, against
anyone,

The God of Cricket

.:? the time Sachin Tendulkar
made his debut in 1989, | had joined
the palice force, It was a demanding life, but no
matter where 1 was — in a distant district, on
night duty, or in a high-pressure post — [ found
a way to follow Tendulkar. At 16, he took on
Pakistan’s fearsome bowlers. From then on, he
carried our hopes with unmatched consistency.

Tendulkar's career — 100 centuries, 34,000
runs — is astonishing. But even more insplring
was how he carried himself, His Sharjah herolcs,
his double century in Gwallor, his resilience after
the Mumbai attacks — they were more than just
cricket, They were moments of collective healing
and pride. For me, Sachin was not just a
cricketer. He was a life lesson. His poise,
discipline, and humility were as instructive as his
batting. 1 remember watching his farewell at
Wankhede with moist eyes. It felt like the end of
a personal era.

MS Dhoni: The Calm Conqueror

Then came MS Dhonl, just as I had reached the
peak of my career. Halling from Ranchi, he
showed that dreams didn't require big cities,
With his lightning glove work and Icy nerves, he
revolutionised Indian cricket.

His leadership was fearless. Under him, India
won the inaugural 2007 T20 World Cup, the
2011 ODI World Cup, and the 2013 Champlons
Trophy — a trifecta never achieved before. That
last six at Wankhede in 2011 is a memory etched
in national consclousness.,

Dhonl was my modern hero — understated,
tactical, and unfailingly composed. Even amidst
ml busiest days, I made time for his matches. His
helicopter shot, his late flourishes, his cool
behind the stumps — they were moments of joy
in an otherwise hectic life, He taught us that
silence could be strength, and success could be
simple.

Virat Kohli: The Modern Warrior

Virat Kohli came into my life as 1 took on
challenging leadership ~roles and even
represented India in UN missions. In the fast-
paced, digital world, cricket became more
accessible — but no less meaningful,

Kohll, with his aggression and ambition,
brought a new edge to Indian cricket. He led
from the front — fit, fierce, and unrelenting, His
centurles overseas, especlally in Engl and
Australia, were not just personal triumphs but
national milestones. Under his captaincy, India
became the worlds No, 1 Test side and won a
historic serles in Australia.

His recent retirement, alongside Rohit
Sharma, marks the end of another golden
chapter. But his legacy will endure — one of

a:ﬁ‘:n. purpose, 5‘)’ pride. Kohli redefined
lief. He made us expect victory — not just
hope for it.

A Constant Companion

As 1 now stand at the threshold of retirement, |
find myself reflecting on this extraordinary fifty-
year bond with cricket,

From transistor radios to maobile apps, from
whites to coloured kits, from five-day Tests to
T20 thrillers — cricket has evolved, and so have
1. But the emotion remains unchanged, Every
boundary still brings a smile. Every wicket still
ralses my heartbeat. I've seen stadiums change,
formats shift, players come and go — but the love
has never dimmed. Cricket has mirrored my life
— full of muigl». grace, intensity, and
occasional triumphs. Today, as 1 complete five
decades of being a fan, 1 feel only gratitude.
Cricket has been my joy, my escape, my teacher.
It taught me patience, resilience, teamwork, and
above all, hope.

For many, cricket may Just be a sport. But for
me, It s memory, meaning, and music — a
rhythm that continues to play in the background
of my life, beautifully uninterrupted.

(The witer s 1PS DIG/ Additions! Director UPSIFS
LLKNOW. Views are persanal)

How India’s Rural Revolution
Redefined Global Development

ust tell you a story — they ch the very nar-
:um uyf a mllmyL Omwmr uy this;
Indla’s extreme poverty rate has fallen from 27.1 per
cent in 2011-12 1o just 5.3 per cent in 2022-23, That
means 269 million Indians — nearly the population
of an entire continent — have broken free from the
clutches of extreme poverty in just over a decade.
Behind this staggering statistic lies not just good huck
or economic growth, but a quiet revolution led by
Prime Minister Modi. Eleven years of determined,
d-level ce, hard d reforms, and
strength — lts

Sume statistics stop you In your tracks. They don't

[
the revival of Indias most Ignored
cooperative economic framework.

This ksat just a policy shift; its a fi

This pre-season certainty has changed the game. Add
1o this the rural warehousing revolution, where PACS
are belng upgraded into service and storage hubs,
and you have a system where value doesnt leak —
it stays with lhe'lyumer,

This transformation s not |uﬂ an Indian success
story — it s & model that challenges the very foun-
dations of global development thinking. For years,
Institutions like the World Bank, IBRD, and various
climate finance bodies have equated development
with billion-dallar urban projects, often disconnect-
ed from rural realities. However, India has shown that
structural poverty reduction, economic dignity, and
climate resilience can go hand in hand when root-
edinc — led

of mindset, of machinery, and of the meaning of
development itself, For too long, poverty alleviation
was viewed as charity or top-down welfare. But under
PM Modi’s leadership, poverty reduction has become

Investment in agnculluau — especally in procure-
ment infrastructure — has reoriented Indias supply
chain around the farmer, This Is no longer a system
of distressed sales and middlemen. It is a mode of

an outcome of emp not And
the beating heart of this transformation?

The recent World Bank report gives glob-
al recognition to this shift, but Indians have
been living it daily. It ad\‘mwledm
what we on the ground already knew: th
this lsnt mere statistical huck. 1t is the result
of deliberate structural reforms, institu-
tional innovations, and a relentless push
to bring prosperity to the last mile. For
the first time, the World Bank Is forced
1o rethink the way poverty is measured
and tackled — not with foreign aid o fis-
cal sops, but through farmer-centric sys-
tems, rural institutions, and localised
wealth creation,

Let's not forget: this sn't about cities,
The most significant poverty reduction
has taken place in Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh — states that are
as rural and agrartan as they are populous. That's no
coincidence. These are also the very states where
cooperative movements have taken deep root over
the past decade, where PACS are being digitised,
where FPOs are thriving, and where rural women
lead dairy and seed cooperatives with pride. Over
the past eleven years, PM Modl has not just creat-

forward-planned procurement, storage, and distri-
bution anchored by local institutions. This subtle but
powerful disruption in the supply chain has

already begun reshaping how development

is financed, measured, and delivered.
Warehousing reduces post-harvest loss-
es — that'’s cimate action. Local procure-
ment cuts down on emissions and trans-
?(m costs — that’s mitigation,
“ommunity lrrigation saves water —
that's adaptation, But most importantly,
these are models of development that are
owned, run, and sustained by the peo-
ple themselves, This is why the upcom-
ing High-Level Political Forum at the
United Nations, beginning July 5, must
pause and reflect, The SDG playbook can
no longer ignore India’s cooperative-led
success, Suppose the world s serious about achiev-
ing SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG
13 (Climate Action), and SDG 8 (Decent Work and
Economic Growth). In that case, it must look beyond
outdated ald paradigms. It must look towards
India, India has proven that poverty isn't defeated by
dependency — it 1s crushed by dignity. When farm-
ers are seen not as beneficlaries but as entrepreneurs,
when supply chains revolve around producers, and
when ¢ build their resilience, transfor-

ed schemes — he's reformed g ce Msell.
Ministries have become mission-oriented. The
Ministry of Cooperation was established not as an
afterthought, but as a declaration that India’s villages
matter. Cooperative socleties are no longer margin-
allsed — they are central to our economic plannin,

With the creation of three new national-level mul-
tistate cooperative Institutions for export, seed, and
mmmm produce, the message Is loud and clear: Bharat

rise from its grassroots.

And this Is no longer an emotional or cultural bellef
— It Is an economic reality. Procurement planning
Is now Integrated with mﬂ\mlm. Farmers are no
longer growing in the They know in advance
who will buy their produce, at what price, and when.

mation becomes inevitable. The World Bank report
isn't the end of the story — it's the beginning of a new
chapter. A chapter where the world rethinks its
assumptions, where financial institutions align with
grassroots wisdom, and where rural India shows the
way forward, Let us send a message from Bharat to
the world: Poverty is not destiny. Prosperity is not a
privilege. With the right structure, spirit, and sup-
port, any nation can rise, But for that to happen, the
world must finally listen to Bharat's voice — from
its villages, its cooperatives, and its people.

(The witer is Secretary General, Cosdedesation of NGOs of
Rural Indla. Views expressed ase persanal)
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1d conflict, new front

Israel's goal is to weaken not just Iran, but also its proxies.
The attack on nuclear installations is part of this objective

L

P R KUMARASWAMY

AFTER WEEKS OF brinkmanship and uncer-
tainty, Isracl has crossed the Rubicon and
launched a massive attack on a host of strate-
gic targets in the Islamic Republic of lran,
Code- tion Rising Lion, this is the

tic, cxtensive and scaled-up lsracti

up

offensive against a state, at least since the june
War of 1967,

The two states have been at loggerheads
since the founding of the Islamic Republic in
1979, but Israel's attacks are a definite escala-
tion, Tehran's theological approach to Israel
meant that a mndlmmdm wias impossi-
ble. Iran
has propped up rv;tnml proxies to ensure a

" Y

vis Israel, Iran created, co-opted or embold-

Israel’s defeat. Thus, Hamas in Palestine,
Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen
and the Popular Mobilisation Forces in Iraq
thering its interests,
Tkmymhhmmﬂymeﬂw

equation. While both countries claimed “vie-
tory”, the confrontation also exposed the tacit
regional support for Israel.

Ironic as it sounds, Iranian Supreme
Leader Al Khamenei should be credited as

tive butalsooffers
bility. Thus, when benefiting from the actions
of these groups in tylng down Israel and its
military capabilities, Iran avoided any direct
military reprisal from Israel, Through this
proxy war, Iran has successfully expanded its
influence beyond its territorial limits, and its
sphere of influence can be felt not only in the
immediate vicinity of the Persian Guif but also
inthe Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea, and the
northern shores of the Arablan Sea.

For along time, Israel has been in a strate-
gic dilernma. Military responses to the prox-
ies, which it carries out at regular intervals,

relief until the next
cycle of vlolrmt Despite the pmlnngrd
and

the of the Abraham Accords be-
tween Israel and some Arab countries,
Perceived threats from Tehran compelled
Gulf Arab countries — tacitly supported by
Saudi Arabia — to bury their erstwhile an-
tagonism towards Isracl, even sidestep the

with the Jewish state. While US President
Donald Trump got all the accolades and pub-
licity, it was the belligerence from Tehran
that propelled the Sunni Arab countries to
move closer to Isracl, These agreements en-
dured even the 20-month-old Gaza crisis

following the October 7 terror attacks.
According to the Israeli military
spokesperson, in the early hours of Friday,
tvpesof . 200

ground and ai
placement uﬁl\e Palestinians — indifferent to
international disapproval and criticisms —
Isaed has not been able to “defeat” Hamas in
the Cau Smu Ies m‘llury apcr.mom have

with

aircraft struck 100 targets indifferent parts of
Iran. These include several military and mis-
sibe bases, as well as nuclear installations, in-
cluding the Natanz nuclear facility and the

omu-lvwnﬁwm BulHamuappunm
be very much alive in the Gaza Strip, and the
same can be nld albeitata lmited nule. for
eral infrastructure facilities, including the
Sanaa airport, has not forced the Houthis to
seek a truce. While Hamas has a base inde-

of Iran, the others — including the

senior mitary officals. There
are also indications that some of these strikes
were land-based and were carried out from
within Iran

Israeli officials describe the military
strike as an “existential” battle “to degrade,
todisrupt and to remove” the nuclear threat
from lran,

In the past, Israel had carried out such a

inlraq Reining
in these groups — especially against Israel —
does not serve larger Iranian interests,

strike at the Osirak nuclear reac-
toroutside Baghdad — incidentally on June 7,
1981 — to scuttle the nuclear ambitions of

tominimise lhr long-term potential of n--

Iy, Simnilar
in the Deir ez-Zor region in Syria in

militant

pnliﬂul Iqtmucy support and arsenal. The
Tehran-centric Axis of Resistance, according
toIsrael, cannat be defeated without directly

iber 2007, Iran is a different story. The
element of surprise, critical for any military
operation, isabsent as the intermational com-
y ulating
about an Isracli military strike

and Israel. Inl:-duvl
October 2024, did not ficantly alter the

against Iranian nuclear assets for decades,

The Isracli offensive comes
amidst two closely linked
developments: One, Oman
has been hosting negotiations
between Iran and the US
towards reviving the 2015
nuclear deal, from which lhc

CR Sasikumar

tified its nuclear facilities,

The Isracli offensive comes amidst two
closely linked developments: One, Oman has
;"km hosting negotiations between Iran and

L i 2015

fromwhich the carler Try
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Itis unacceptable that seven months after the resignation of its chairperson and
members, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) still remains

leaderless, powerless, and largely ineffective

= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Aspiration, choice,
demography

UNFPA's report reveals that the real

crisis is the denial of reproductive
agency to women, not declining birth rates

S TRUDAYA RAJAN AND
ANDREA M WOINAR

ing. d
table dmm:l-hwxhnu and caregiving

1o place a burden on women, who are ex-

pected to manage cooking, child-rearing,

and other domestic duties, The lack of sup-

portive workplace policies such as paid
| flexible

facilities further discourages women from
balancing careers with family life. There is
also the fear of career sethacks or discrimi-

THE UNITED NATIONS Population Fund
(UNFPA) has redeased its State of the Workd
Population Report 2025, which focuses on

For many women

des do not exist. A growing number ol

itation about raising children in a difficult

had walked out. Second, in recent days, the

International Atomic Energy Agency has ex-

pressed displeasure over lran's non-compli-
s ovolin

mmtlmlmmhawm;nduw

Initial reports indicate that Iran has re-
placed some of the senior military officials

“Real fertility crises: The pursuit of repro-  global environment,
ductive agency ina changing world". As fer- It s important to address infertility, an
tility thecrisisbes  ssue Ind e mariage is
i 1 o Despite ad-
P and cou-
ples. hy barriers in mnm; maternal care and re-
yorcouple's de garding  p ion, For couples
children and family size and the social.cul-  struggling with infertility, the options are of-
tural, or policy-driven expectations plami ten limited, uptnsm- or puuny mhmt
on them. Concerns about
are driving demographic anxiety thatisun- — ers, AMM;hmmnbmrd wkhladm(
the of coverage, the
wnmmvdnlw Indudimmlndh pdﬂlﬂmiymnﬂwhmm
Globai agency is further con-
pace. lelny rates are de- :mhu'd by widespread relance on sterili-
clinln;, and the world's population is pro- nlum Encouraging access to reversible,

not just for

Ityumhnﬁarnedlmmms in 1960
to 3.3 in 1990 and 2.2 in 2024, though sig-
nificant regional variations exist, Fertility
rates less than 2 are becoming the norm,

birth control but also to preserve cholce, is

ontheirowntemms.
Another challenge lies in changing pat-

the warld'
~ accounting for more than two-thirds of
L

who were killed in the Israeli

wave of drones against Istael. St’xneohhm

were reportedly intercepted and destroyed
over Jordan, whose they viokated.

In April last year, a host n(Wnt':vynaM

glonal powers were involved in shooting

proxies in Iraq, Lebanon and Yermen Will the
same happen this time?

Rather thistime
Israel decided to tanget the patron. Asan Isradi
official declared, it is not

;lmvll births per woman (Workd Fertility
Report 2024) Globally, itis projected that all
countries will have a fertility

tems of Early is
on the decline, with more women choos-
ing to have children later in life (World
Fertility Report, 2024), In India, many edu-
ukd working individuals from higher in-
marrying in their late 208

Aby 2054,

Inindia, the national rate dechined
from 2.9 in 2005 to 20 in 2020 (SRS, 2020)
although large inter-state variations exist,

five
peaked in 2004, followed by a peak in the
number of children and adolescents under

ore, Nhandtw'ﬁthelrﬂmmldm

aﬁy comes to a second

ddld spacing practices — critical for mater-

nal, child and societal health — are over-

Yooked. According to NFHS-5, 4 per cent of

currently married women md 15—49 m-
'spacing Th

Raancial

15in.2000, of young peo-
bined with increasing life ex-

war.lmrrnmdammnmbmlmr
willing and capable of mediating the military
confrontation will likely continue and inten-
sify. So far. Isracl has established that it is capa-
ble, willing and prepared to act alone in de-
fence of its critical national interests, The

pma«yamdullmmommym
continue to drive population growth for
some

zrunandap«&renmkxnuluhlum
m:mmwd«mbummmpm-

ductive

ily lanni cmvrvuﬂonmn-dnnbc

As part of the report, the UNFPA ans
YouG y
14000 adults across 14 countries to better

vy s

tion shifts is filled with alarmist narratives,
with blame often directed toward women.

catlier Trump
walked out. Second, in recent
days, the International
Atomic Energy Agency has
expressed displeasure over
Iran's non-compliance with
its commitments to

1if
noneg

this maxim.

The writer y Middie East

at Jawaharkal Nehru University

BY RAM MADHAV

Reframing religious

The discourse must be situated in national contexts

freedom

IN AN INTERESTING report, ‘Changing the
conversation about religious freedom: An
integral human

The USCIRF's reports have no sanctity

bt al dusral

tional elhnx Religious bigotry and funda-

A civilis.

amkkﬂnhlmlhdmus('mmxm
havet

publuhed anune last year, the Ml-lﬂllr
Council,

they
industry”, Abreed of

~ majority or minority — were
rejected and

Fnu va-mdd!vme

ftwas mkuu ani

freedom that integrates it with mtranl hw
(IHDY . Ina

parture from the earier practice of demon-
ising countries in the name of religious
freedom, the report argued that religious
freedom should not only be treated as a
human right but also as “a crucial compo-
nent of overall human flourishing and
sustainable development”.

Refigious freedom became a bogey to de-
fame countries after the US Congress passed
the International Religious Freedom Act
(IRFA)in 1998 and created the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) to “monitor, analyse and
report on violations of religious freedom
worldwide”, The commission's annual re-
ports have acquired notoriety for misrepre-

bias, in branding several countries as
“Countries of Pmlcular(ontem (CPCs)
Several d its focus

freedom, per se, is not con-
tentious, Several democracies, including
Incia, hold it as sacrosanct. Articles 25 to 30

‘was laid on creating

country
that's not an easy task, Vﬂ occasional out-
bursts notwithstanding, India has a(hmcd

wished to, This reflects a dual challenge:
Underachieved fertility, where people have
fewer children than desired, and over-
achieved fertility, where they have more
children than they intended, National data

erably on October 7, has managed to defiver um!cm.and people’s n.-pmdmm experi-  This rising demographic anxiety stems not

mcmkalmluwhn Acentral from but from a

Amidst the aspira-  fadlure of planning and policy foresight. The

1 of y flagand tluns Mnmwmmmmr‘ discourse is dominated by concerns about
seek a definite “victory” for Itis and in

casier said than done. For centuries, conflicts h todnindia,  and, Yot what

have had ane golden rule: You know how to over 36 percentof an  people want for their fertility,

start a war, but not how it will end. The cur- unintended pregnancy, while over 30 per  families, and futures continues to be ignored.

cent e to The moment calls for a proactive per-

spective to engage women, families and
X -
tonomy through informed choices, The fu-
ture bes in building a country’s capacity to
anticipate, adapt to, and take advantage of

from NFHS-5 underscoresthis, with94per  demographic changes within a human
«-m ulcum‘nllymarm-d women aged ghy

49 reporting an unmet need foe f.lnlly polici i ther than
plamlnghmuu unrchniccs.wumnmm-

reported having or wanting children, lhr

mldannddddmaphkrnmm

nomi, fromfi |

ductiv

limited access to quality childcare,
These ']

Rajan is chair. The International Institute of
d I\ Kerala, and

morality and health on all fi

rights, including the freedom of religion.

That calll for rrll;lom that came from out-
he cultural

and unequal relationship dynamics, Wojnar is UNFPA India representative
fHiculty infi and country director, Bhutan
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

c[ Indu. inwhich pluralhm and respect for
all religions is an important basic principle.
No religion can claim universality or supe-
rority. Hence, in the Indian context, the re-

of the Indian
doms to religions including the freedom of
conscience, the right to freely profess, prac-
tice, and propagate, and the freedom to
manage their affairs without state interven-
tion. Minority religions enjoy positive dis-
crimination by way of special rights to run
educational and cultural The

ble success in
unity and harmony.
Still, India remained in the USCIRF's
crosshairs, There are two important reasons
for that bias. One is that the commission

Ur FOR THE JOB
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Murder in

240 lives and left only one survivor, is a
national tragedy and a wake-up call for
India's aviation sector. As one of the

places its religious freedom
Eurocentric framework. It refuses to take into

same rights are not available to the majority
Hindu religion.

India is the only country where people of
all religions, including several Christian de-
nominations and Muslim sects, coexist in
harmony. It's not that there are no religious
tensions, but they must be seen in the con-
text of India‘s population of a billion-plus
Hindus, almost 200 million Muslims and 40
million Christians. In its long history, Hindu

specific it

| was at a conference in Rome recently
where the Atlantic Council's initiative to view
rﬂldmn freedom from the pmm of integral

Propounded first by Jacques Maritain, a
French Catholic

lowed three decades later by Deendayal
Upadhyaya, the ideological fathe:

the BJP lmqr.nl Iy the

society

invading Mughal armies as well

standi Imnmﬁ-nru intheir sovereign affairs.
India took an aggressive stand by refusing
to recognise the commission and denying
visas to its officials, Earlier this year, the
Ministry of External Affairs not only rejected
the commission's 2025 report, which in-
cluded India as one of the CPCs, but went
further to brand the an “entity

as viokent religlous inquisitions by Christian
rubers lke the Portuguese in Goa. The coun-
try was partitioned in 1947 on religious

the material but dhk.i moral and spiritual
well-being of individuals. It advocates a plu-
ralistic approach for achieving such an
integral development.

ligious should shift from “one ' (IE June 13). The deadliest air disasters in India’s history,
wod” to “only god” — everything is divine — murder triggered an online ndumndntrammt.lmm
and “one truth” to “only truth”, wilific people  timely
Religious are P d gov i northe rife about possible r.msﬂ froma bird
challenge in this context. In a landmark People brought ability  hit to mect failure or structural
ina vs State of ck thy flaws — it is vital that the Aircraft
Madhya Pradesh (1977), llrSupn-meCoun and nab the a:(u:ed Thc MP CM h Acoident
held that the right to “propagate” does not laborate closely with lotlt..Mrlndu
include the vwn mpmlyhu- and hence inmllpllon into the can Bul lhe and the FAA,
there s right an- know their Sanjay Chopra, Mahali
uhuwmn.nmhccu'unmd(mndou S H Quad, ikoner
not impinge on the free conscience Y o
by the C but rather, THIS REFERSTO the article, Amud«ln RF'V IEW NEEDED
protects it. It may be worthwhile to recall Meghalaya' (IE June 13). The THIS REFERS TO the article, Poer review
t.in 1936,andfol-  that Pope John Paul Il and Pope Francis had Mkemdapivmlmkinm mﬁrpmperdunml (IE, june 13) The
criticised proselytism, albeit in the limited for following
r figure of conu-xl of Camnlu's being won over by pming the mnsplrxy that led to hl: mmmm;mumuxmwm
other di death during his in Sohra.
e not only A proper understanding of the cultural The Meghalaya Police’s success proves md\t past quarter-century, the cnumry
and | that they are capable of solving crimes llum
tions helps in reframing the religious free- inatimely fashion. di
dom discourse in the right perspective. SSPaul, Nadla

grounds after a brutal
led by the Muslim League.

That history has made the leaders of
modern India recognise the need for

of concern”,

the bond of national unity

Itis that the religious free-
dom discourse be situated in the national
context to achieve a proper understandi;
of the role of religions in the integral growt)
of people. The Indian Constitution imposes

ble restrictions on public order,

Otherwise, the Atlantic Council's efforts will
also be seen as “a form of ‘cultural imperial-
ism' or a ‘Western' endeavour with a hidden
agenda”, to borrow from its own report,

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BIP Views are personal
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A NATIONAL TRAGEDY
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘A-l

plane
with 242 crashes, 1 susvivor' (I June 13)
The Air India crash, which claimed over

It is only fair that mechanisms for ac-
bascrt

standard that is in line with democratic
vabues. In Justice Yashwant Vanma's case,
the executive should be permitted to
step inand at least file a criminal case.
Shreya Thomas, MNane




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JUNE 14,2025

14 BIG PICTURE

AHMEDABAD PLANE

CRASH

LUNCHTIME ON

JUNE 12

Meena Mistry was rolling out rotis, Aryan Rajput
moved to the handwash area, Jeet Bhuriya walked
inlate for lunch. At the hostel mess of a medical
college in Ahmedabad, nothing was out of the
ordinary. Until, moments later, an Air India plane
crashed in through the wall

SADAF MODAK, RITUSHARMA,

13 women workers in the dining hall. At least

one of them, Sarla, and her infant grandchild,
BRENDAN DABHI & have been missing since the incident. “Sarla
MOHAMED THAVER mmamlrrgmvdwmamsnll missing.
tiffins to
ORTHE hostellers and students of dm;uﬁmhmwumrylcmlhchwyn

B ) Medical College, the sound of  the mess. Maasi's son is still looking for them."
airplanes roaring overhead was With 250 MBRS students and 400 students

nothing unusual. Until one few
too close.

On June 12, an Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner flight carrying 242 people to
London Gatwick Airport, went down mo-
ments after it took off from Ahmedabad air-
port at 138 pm, killing 241 of those on board.
As it plunged with a vertical speed of 475 feet
per minute, its tail first struck the college's
Atulyam hostel mess, where students had

in 24 postgraduate branches, B | Medical
College is ane of the oldest in the state. The
medical college is part of the 110-acre Civil
Hospital ‘Medicity’ campus.

Said to be the biggest medical complex in
Asia, the campus houses many other institu-
tions, i Discases
and Research Centre, U N Mehta Heart
Hanrxmmmunm;immHm

fospital.

Tunch,| first-floordin- lrl blud‘s are the buildings closest to the air-
hie of reteand puml\dmmmmr mess are four hostels —
leaving at least four medi andthe  all for superspec stay-
waife of adoctordead, Around 20 studentswere  ing with their partners,
wounded, five of them critically. The two-storeyed mess, with dining spaces
The hostel is at adistance of on both floors, usually offers a
around a kilometre fromthe ' When the tail hit  no-fills,middie-of-work meal
Sardar  Vallabhai  Patel the buildin withdal, rice and rotis. Students
International Airport, the two 1 say while most of them apt for
complexes separated by the hringing downa the mess food when they join
Al cantonment area, wall and and pay for it as part of their
Since it fell on the flight path, fioes, it is mostly frequented by
one of the favourite pastimes cngulﬁng the undergrachuate students,
for students was tostand on the mess in a cloud of “Postgraduate students
roof, ook up at the belly of the ’ usually work 24x7 or have no
flyingplanes and guess theair-  Smoke, some fixed timings, with all the bed-

lines, the aircraft type, the
model, says a former student.
“We could even see the
landing gear being brought out
before the planes touched down on the run-
way and the flaps opening when the flights
took off. When we had nothing to do, we
wuuld go to the roof for some plane spotting."
says the former student.
Huayskumuwanl\nlmhﬂghmy—
ing ircling back cach
ll"l‘ before it landed successfully. “We were

managed to run,
others got stuck

side rounds and classes, Sothey
prefer eating their tiffins in the
haspital itself, whenever they
et some time, Most of them
would smuggle a hotplate to their rooms and
cook some basic food since they woulkd never
make it intime for the canteen lunch and din-
ner. But the first- and second-year MBBS stu-
dents at least get toeat ontime at the canteen,”
says the former student.

On June 12 too, most of the students at the
mcs‘ were undergraduate  students,

,.lm-mmlm(L hang

sound of aircraft.” he says, why
there may have been nothing to alert the stu-
dents inthe mess and the hostels about the ap-
proaching aircraft.

When the tail hit the building, bringing
down awalland engulfing the mess inacloud
of smoke and dust, some managed to run, oth-
ers got stuck.

‘I thought a cylinder exploded’
Almltpm LBOpInMeﬂuMstry.amok
atthy

stragglers who walked into the mess. “Lunch
time starts at 12.30 pm, but some of them
came late and | scolded them,” shcmalh

She.

Hadit

before 1 or pml 2 pm, hardly anyone would
have been there. Had the flight gone any fur-
ther, he says, it would have hit the 1.200-bed
hospital on campus,” says a warden.

Jeet Bhuriya, 18, was among those who
turned up late for hunch that day. A first-year
MBABS student, be and his Incnds had just
the building, burying ﬂ\cm under a debris of
concrete and steel. “As soon as we reached the
ground floor of the mess hall, the ceiling col-
lapsed on us. | don't remember what hap-
pened after that. | was told four students car-
ried me to the trauma centre,” saysjcd‘ who

«
for the 25-30 the mess when di
aster struck. “Initially, | thought that one of the
cooking cylinders had exploded. But when a
weall of fire came towards me, | realised it was
amajor accident. | ran for my life." she says.
“A part of the plane crashed into the hand
washarea While many students were trapped,
athers ran out of the building, | ran too, It was
50 dark we couldn’t scunythmwhcnwr

atthe ad) i
At his home in Dahod, Gujarat, his father
Govindbhai Narubhai says, “We are lucky he
made it out alive.”

Ritesh Kumar Sharma, a second-year stu-
dent from Bihar, was in the mess on the first
flooe when the plane crashed, a friend says. He
wias taken to the cvil hospital. Nikul, another
second-year mu was. ndmg tothe mess

ing

cover, but all three suffered bums," says Nikul's
uncle Rameshbhai Chaudhary.

‘I could smell smoke’
Metres away from the mess are the four

hostel blocks that bore the brunt of the crash,
charred and covered in soot from the fire that

“I was on night shift and slept around 10
am. A few hours later, | heard a blast. Within

hed

(clockwise, ) The hostel
messat M\m‘gd‘s B)
Medical College: Meena Mistry
was making rotis in the mess
when the plane crashed; rescue
operations at the site

their rooms to retrieve their befongings, and
vmmﬂrpmrmsesﬂwwavdmssdllrww

seconds, | could smell smoke. | of

hostels for
now. College

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

In hostel mess:
‘You go ahead,
I'll join you'.
He never did

ANAND MOHAN J
BHOPAL. JUNE 13

TWO MINUTES. That’s how close MBBS
student Aryan Rajput’s friend came to shar-
ing his fate,

On June 12, as the Air India flight hur-
tled toward the hostel building of
Ahmedabad's B | Medical College, the two
medical students were finishing lunch in
the mess around 2 pm. Handing his mobile
phone to his friend, Aryan, 20, told him,
“Tum chalo. Main hath dhokar aata hoon
(You go ahead. I'll just wash my hands)."

The friend walked out of the mess.
Aryan stayed behind to wash his hands. In
that split second, the aircraft crashed
through the b\nldmg and everything
changed

Within 10 mmulcs that same friend —
traumatised, but alive — picked up Aryan's
phone and dialled one of his relatives in
Gwalior: "Aap jaldi se aa jaiye. Aryan ghayal
ho chuka hai. Usse ICU mein admit kiya gaya
hai (Come quickly, Aryan is injured and in
the ICU)."

Aryan's family left for Ahmedabad from
Madhya Pradesh’s Jiksouli village immedi-
ately. By the time they arrived, they learned
the devastating truth — Aryan was dead.

Dr Dhaval Ghameti, president, Junior
Amlmnandmm Federation
of Allindia M Ltold
The Indian Express,
“Aryan was a sec-
ond-year MBBS stu-
dent. He was present
(in the mess) when
the plane crashed.
He succumbed to his
injuries. His bodly has
been handed over to
his family."

Aryan's cousin
Bhikam Singh had

Aryan Rajput was  received the call that
asecond-year theirworld
MBBES student at that day. “Within 10
B)Medical College  minutes of the plane
inAhmedabad crash, Aryan's room-

mate called us.

Aryan had just gone

to the mess to eat. That's when this disaster
struck and my brother was gone,” says
Bhilam,

What makes Aryan's story particularly
remarkable was his tale of perseverance.
In a country where NEET coaching insti-
tutes are a must to crack the coveted med-
ical entrance examinations, Aryan scored
700 out of 720 without stepping inside a
coaching centre.

Calling Aryan “brilliant™, his cousin
Bhikam says with a mixture of pride and
profound sorrow, "He scored 700 out of
720 in his first attempt. While his peers in
cities had access to expensive preparation
courses and expert guidance, Aryan, who
prepared on his own in the village, relied
on study materials he found on the Internet
and his own determination.”

Aryan's score represents more than just
an academic achieverment, His farmer father
Ramhet Rajput says he was consumed by just
one dream: to make his younger son a doc-
tor. Whilke his elder son peepared for civil serv-
ices, Ramhet channelled all his resources and
hopes into Aryan’s medical education. As a
larmer whose he ebb
and flow of the monsoons, Ramhet says he
worked hard to give his children a life away
from the back-breaking work in the fields.

Adaily phane call at 9 pm had become a
sacred ritual between the father and son, Every
evening without fail, Aryan would call his fa-
therto share details of his day — his classes, the
food he ate and the small victories he scored.

During his visits home every few
months, villagers would mob Aryan. “He
would tell them, ‘Aap sab ki seva karunga (1
will serve all of you)'," recalls Bhikam.

the
It was dlle“ to mak(- wnsc o( my\hmg 1

the student. In some time, ﬂmwhnsuﬂrmi

.-n:rall A

i fifthfl

reached down, the entire plane
mnﬁm(hﬂwmum“mnkm

with hi

ing in swirls just ahead. "nry tried to run fu

dent, 23, was
hostel room when lhr plane crashed.

brought to the hospital
Adayal\crlhtmsh.waldﬂn have been
assigned to ensure that students go back to

have been asked to take some time off to re-
cover from the traumatic incident.

“We doctors are used to seeing all kinds of
emengency situations. But this is unlike any-
thing we have seen." says a doctor.

INPUT FROM PARIMAL DABHI

hile, back in Jiksouli village, the
residents have made an unspoken pact —
no one will approach Aryan's modest home
at the moment, Sarpanch Pankaj Singh
Karar says, "His mother doesn't know
about Aryan's death, We are all buying time
till his body arrives home for his final rites.”

‘He had finished his lunch, was washing his hands when plane crashed’

PARULKULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, JUNE 13

JAIPRAKASH CHAUDHARY was a person of
many firsts. Son of a labourer and a second-
year medical student at B] Medical College
and Hospital, he was the first of his family to
gotocollege and, if he had lived, would have
been the first doctor in his remote Barmer

medical students, and a doctor’s wife — all
of them in the hostel's second floor mess at
the time of the crash,

Of these, 12 people — 11 on board the
plane and Jayprakash — are from Ragasthan.

had spoken to them just before he went for
lunch. He got into the government medical
college after scoring 686 out of 720 in the
Narloml Eligibility cum Enmncc Test

village of Bor Charanan — that
his family would advertise proudly.

But the 20-year-old's life was tragically
cut short when the London-bound B787
Boeing Dreamliner Air India flight carrying

hod

chwrvmdbyhuhlhﬂ mmhﬁand
younger school-going sibling.

'me what we were mld,anrahsh

hlsturu:h 4 hing his

242
intothe b fer it
took off Thursday afternoon. The crash
killed 241 of 242 passengers and crew on
board and five people at the hostel, four

tel building. The ﬂamsaftﬂlhﬂr&um‘l
the weight of debris both killed him. Initial
reports said he had )uprrtmbums in his
body,” the family member said.

(From left) Medical student Jaiprakash Chaudhary; siblings Shagun and Shubh
were on the flight that cr.
Iu his hmaly brought his body back to  ing Barmer district collector Tina Dabi —

the village Friday, several officials — includ-

came down to pay their respects.

But Jayprakash wasn't the only young
life that was lost in the crash. In Udaipur’s
Saheli Nagar, the house of marble business-
man Sanjiv Modi has °i:lungn.-d into deep
mourning after both of his children — son
Shubh, 25 and daughter Shagun, 23 — died
inthe crash. The two were on their way to
London for a vacation,

As they wait for the siblings' bodies to
be identified and brought home, the fam-
ily is inconsolable, Satish Bhandari, a rela-
tive, said.

mmngwlmdunfmavxa

weeping as she parts with her family.
Married only a few months, Khusboo was
going to London to join her husband Vipul
Singh, who works there.

The heartbreaking video shows
Khushboo hugging every female member
of her family as she bids them farewell,

“Her father had gone to Ahmedabad to
drop her,” Thank Singh, a relative, told The
Indian Express. “He was on his way back
when he heard the news of the crash.*

Devastated, the family is now in
Ahmedahad waiting for the body to be

“They
tion. Subh had done chy
from London and he was going to visit some
of his friends. The sister decided to tag
alang,” he said.

In avideo that went viral soon after her

her husband Vipul
is expected to arrive Saturday.

“DNA samples have bccnyven to the
hospital for identification. Once that's done,
we'll bring the body for the funeral, In only

death, 22-year-old
from Balotra district in Rajasthan is seen

hcu;, we went from joy
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Investigating the Air

EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

WHAT COULD have caused the crash of the
London-bound Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner in Ahmedabad? s it rare for an
adreraft to crash during take-off? What will

-

- TR
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EXPLAINED

maintain altitude than to maintain speed )

So even with fully functioning engines,
the aircraft can “mush"” or settle into the
ground if the wings are not properly shaped
togenerate sufficlent lift. Notably, in the video,
the flaps appear to be up or at a minimal set-
tingg, which is not typical of a normal take-off,

Also, the plane’s landing gear (the sys-
tem of wheels, struts, and other components
that allow the aircraft to safely land and take
off) should have been retracted at 600 feet,
butit was not.

be the ley priorities of 7 RITIKA
CHOPRA poses these questions to a former
senfor air safety investigator.

Aday after one of the deadliest aviation
disasters in recent !mmy India slmm:]l
Accident
aformal investigation into the plane crash in

which has killed ar least 249 peo-
ple. The United States’ National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), an
agency responsible for civil transportation ac-
cident investigation, and the United
Kingdom's AAIB team will also join the probe.

Wh, "

shortly after take-off?

Looking at the video of the crash, one of
the first questions is whether the aircraft was
properly configured for take-off.

During takeoff — when the aircraft is
heavy, low, and slow — it needs extra lift,
which is achieved by deploying the trailing
edge flaps. These Naps are retracted as the
adreraft climbs and gains altitude to ensure
that the wings are in their optimal shape for
high-speed flight.

(Flaps are adjustable, hinge-like surfaces
on the trailing edge of the wing that can be
lowered to change wing shape to increase
wing area and curvature, allowing the air-
craft to operate efficiently at lower speeds
during take-off and landing).

If the correct flap setting was not used,
the wings may not have produced enough
lift to support the aircraft’s weight at low
speed. This can lead to what we call getting
on the "backside of the power curve” (an avi-
ation expression for when an aircraft is flying
50 slowly that more power is required to

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 13

Inwhat is its most ambitious military oper-
ation in recent years, Israel launched a se-
ries of air strikes against [ran on Friday, tar-
geting nuclear sites, missile facilities and
other military infrastructure. The attack
killed some of the country's key military and
civilian personnel as well.

Why now?

These s ame after
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board ol
Governors on Thursday passed a resolution
declaring Iran as being non-compliant with
its non-proliferation obligations — the first
such resolution in two decades, The resolu-
tion came on the back of a recent IAEA in-

found Iran was. ¢
“secret nuchear activities™ at three locations.

Explaining bsrael’s “pre-emptive strikes”,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
Iran had "taken steps that it has never taken
before... to weaponise enriched uranium,”
and i not stopped, Iran could produce a nu-
clear weapon in avery shoet time,” perhaps
even “within a few months.”

Israel has always considered a nuclear
Iran to be an existential threat: preventing
Tehran from developing an atomic weapon
has been Netanyahu's signature platform
for decades, Notably, this latest develop-
ment comes while Tehran and Washington
are negotiating a deal that would prevent

change for sanctions relief,

What did Israel tanget?

In its attack on Friday early morning,
Israel claims to have deployed 200 aircraft —
around athird of its active fleet — to hit more
than 100 targets across Iran, including both
strategic infrastructure and key personnel.

NUCLEAR FACILITY: This is
Iran’s main uranium enrichment facility,
where the country produces most of its nu-
clear fuel. Located in the central province of
Isfahan, the Natanz facility is "the beating
heart of the Iranian nuclear programme,”
analysts say,

LN
and after Friday's attack, The New York Thnes
reported Israeh airstrikes had caused severe
damage to the facility, and that "several
butldings and critical energy infrastructure
either destroyed or heavily damaxpd“. Il is
whether the

the all-important centrifuge halls, w?wu'
uranium s enriched, that are buried deep
under the Persian desert and protected by
metres of reinforced concrete,

The IAEA on Friday afternoon said Israel
had not yet struck lran's other major nuclear
enrichment plant at Fordow in the north-
em province of Qom, This facility, unlike
Natanz, is entirely underground, and much
harder to hit, according to analysts. One ex-
pemold The NYT,"If you don't lpt Fordow...
youl

duce weapons-grade material” On Fvlday

While in
place and retracted, ﬂ.lps areelectrically op-
erated, So the other question is if there was a
hydraulic or an electrical problem. And why
these systems were in an improper position
atalow altitude,

In the video, the aircraft's pitch attitude
~ the nose-up angle — appears normal for a
climb, yet the aircraft is settling into the
ground, That could indicate inadequate
thrust from both engines, There have been
similar cases — such as a Northwest Airdines
crash in the US in August 1987 — where im-
proper flap settings during take-off led the
alreraft to life-off briefly, settle into the
ground, and crash on a highway, killing the
majority of the people,

Note that it was also very hot on the day
of the crash which could have significantly
affected both engine and overall aircraft per-
formance, If the crew did not factor in the
high temperature or did not set the correct
thrust, the engines might not have gener-
ated enough power to keep the plane air-
borne after lift-off.

sue
adequate thrust from the engine,

danin-

crashing, How much room does a pilot
typically have to recover from an emer-
gency at such an altitude after take-of 17

It depends on the nature of the problem,
For example, aircraft are certified w flyon a

1l Soif only " dui

ing take-off and the initial climb pilots will
continue doing what they were doing, and
monitor the aircraft's performance to reach
asafe altitude.

S ET--. -

The debris of the Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner after it crashed in Ahmedabad
on Thursday. At least 249 people were killed in the accident. ar

Ifthereis a total electrical falure, the air-
plane would still fly but it would require a
different kind of corrective action. Therefore,
being at 600 feet is just an almndr whal

the pilots should do d

lp«lﬂr situation they are facing,

@)
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take-off phase?

For a majoe air carnier, take-off accidents
are rare. That Is because, before take-off, the
crew has had time to configure the aircraft
to make sure that the flight management
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[srael’s biggest ever attack at the heart of Iran
N-facility hit, top
military brass killed:
How Israel struck Iran

(Top) lran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenel and Israel PM Benjamin
Netanyahu. (Right) Asight after Isracl's strike in Tehran, Iran, on Friday, xvrap

those of more than a dozen others, leave a
vacuum in Iran's military leadership ahead
of whatmay be a protracted reglonal conflict,
Israel also killed top nuclear scientists,
including Fereydoun Abbasi, the former
head of Iran's atomic agency, and
Mohammad Mehdi Tehranji. Thisis not the
first time Israel has gone after Iranian nu-
clear scientists. Itls, 1, the first time
that it has done so through conventional
military means and not covert operations,
Another significant casualty on Friday
early morning, especially in the light of on-
going Iran-US nuclear talks, was Ali
ni, o who

was ne
gotiations with Washington. Shamkhani's
killing could severely jeopardise the possi-
bility of a deal in the near future,

[ARY INFRASTRUCTURE: Isracl
also targeted a number of military sites
across Iran. These include a nuclear research
centre and two ﬂ\ll'l.l’r bases in Tabriz in
northern Iran; the missile development and
production facilities in Bid Kaneh, on the
southern edge of Tehran; a missile base in
Kermanshah in central lran; and multiple
military bases in and around Tehran.

Note that this is not an exhaustive list,
and Israel has maintained that its attack is
“ongoing”. Friday evening saw a fresh wave
of strikes on Tabriz and Tehran,

What now?

For lran, this is possibly the gravest threat
ever to the Islamic regime. In a letter to the
UN Security Council, Iran Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said Israel had “now crossed
every red line," and that it wnuld “deeply
regret this reckless aggression’

But as things stand, Isracl )us painted a
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computer has all the relevant information
necessary to determine the proper engine
thrust for lift-off. As they head to the runway,
they set up the aircraft by putting the flaps

a plane crash

malfunction or not.

For example, if investigators find the trail-
ing edge wing flaps, they will examine the me-
chanical devices that move them — mu-me

inthe appropriate setting for the
they are taking off in, Then, on the take-off
roll, one pilot flies the aircraft, and the other
monitors airspeed, engine thrust, etc, Also,
take-offand climb, unkr normal conditions,

..m-.-.u-.«

Jack sm-wx
d. |

theotherisat nmmm Is ananom-
aly, Then, they will see why this ned.
In the cockpit, investigators will look at

are not phase.
The alrcralt’s ahnhly to fly is affected in
very rare events such as in the case of en-
counteringa flock of birds — like what hap-
pened with the “Miracle on the Hudson”,
where Sully Sullenberger flew through a
flock of geese and lost thrust, Or if the take-
oll happens during bad weather which
causes wind shear or some other issue,
However, pilots typically do not take off in
dangerous weather,
Murumdmmmdmuhe place during

fthe thrust levers, the
ﬂap h.mdle and the landing gear h.lndlc

They
from the Nlight d.m nxurden I the mmnler
shows the landing gear or flaps were in the
“up” position, but physically the gear was still
down, that is another anomaly.

Itis like working a crime scene — some-
times it is the smallest pieces of evidence that
matter most, As the saying goes, the devil is
in the details,

landing as the aircraft i toits des-
tination, The wramu might have more of an

than

on take-off,

What would be the top priorities of
the crash?

1f 1 were running this investigation, my
top priority would be recovering the flight
data recorder (FDR) and the cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) (They are popularly known
as black boxes ) These will give the most re-

liabe tion
of the investigation, telling whrlhc-r there
was an aircraft issue, a pilot issue, or a com-
bination of both.

Another priority would be collecting as
much video evidence as possible — includ-
ing what is already circulating online, and
any additional footage from alrport security
systems. This could give clues about the

) il

like this to; ?
For the Air lndu planc crash case, the in-

The hrsl suu- will involve gmhcnnl as
much information as possible to determine
whether there was some kind of deficiency,
inadegquacy, or failure within the broader sys-
tem. This means looking at not only the air-
craft but also policies, procedures, regula-
tions, training ete.

The second stage will try to identify
whether there were any mechanical failures
or malfunctions with the aircraft itself,

The goal is to find out what went wrong
ascarly as possible — so if there is something
that needs to be fixed, it can be addressed
immediately, while other aircraft are still fly-
ing, Thal swhy lnwstiplnﬂpnsh aouﬂ -

eculcdw!hiname& lMuﬂ FOR

while it g
was an a take-off roll, Security cameras can

useful igators could also
other repositories as well to gather action-

capture such St

tors
on mechanical systems or flight crew actions,

Also, physical wreckage has to be exam-
ined, Investigating the accident site for any
visible signs of damage or failure can help
determine whether there was a mechanical

they

mit data to the ground,
However, the full investigation typically
takes between 18 and 24 months,

Greg Feith worked with the US National
Transportation Sofety Board (NTS8)

Satellite image of the Natanz nuclear facility in lran Injamm-yzm& A

Why strike on Natanz may
not cause radlatlon leak

AMITABH SINHA
NEWDELHI, JUNE 13

ISRAELI STRIKES on Iran's Natanz nu-
clear facility, and reports of significant
damage to several buildings and infra-
structure, have led to fears of a nuclear
explosion or radiation leak. But such
strikes alone are unlikely to cause a nu-
clear disaster, Here's why.

Natanz & what it houses
Natanz, in central Iran, is the coun-
try's main uranium enrichment facility.
Enrichment is the process through
‘which uranium-235 is separated from
Ih R T T

substances cannot be ruled out.
“It all depends on the configuration
of nuclear material stored at the facility.

kept separately, there isn't much danger
of anexplosion or leak, even if there is a di-
rect hit on the nuclear material,” Anil
Kakodkar, former head of India’s
Depmnm Atomic Energy, told The

Indian Express,

“The strikes are likely to result ina dis-
persal, or the spread, of nuclear material

into theenvironment. But this islikely to
remain restricted within the Gacility or
the place of the attack,” he added. Even
if Israel were to have hit assembled nu-
clear weapons, the result is more lkely
to be a “radiation leak” than an "organ-

naturally g
rather sorry picture of Iran’s military nantly uranium-238). U-235 is a fissile  ised explosion”, according to Kakodlar,
strength, ulumg SCTIOus quﬂnom on both material,

| its def won  Precise initiation needed
Tabeiz ‘against kanae While Iun dld wnd morr than 100 The fission of U-235 results in the pro- A nuclear bomb does not explode
WHEIE ISRAH. ongeing; this s not drones towards Israel on Friday, there has duction of large amounts of energy and  when it is dropped or damaged — it re-
mm L an echassthen but been no reported casualty or damage thus more neutrons, which intumsplitmore  mains inactive unless a precise mecha-
b el of targets i has far. Some analysts say Israeli strikes against 1-235 nuclel, causing a chain reaction, nism is initiated to release a neutron in
Kermanshah Tohran . The naturnand Iran's missile facilities may have seriously Nuclear exactly iggera
0‘5'_ ‘extent of ranian hurt its ability to strike back. beenriched to 90% or more, meaning.at  chain reaction, This is because nuchear
—— x - talistion s sthl to The biggest question now is how Tehran least 905 of the material has tobe U-235.  fissile materials are not explosives like
N ¥ r— Natanz besoen. will strike back, Put simply, Iran is caught Around 3-5% enriched uraniumisalithat  TNT or RDX. They become a weapon
SYRIA Arak A between a rock and a hard place, It can, as is required to produce electricity innu-  only because of an unnmnulled rrlule
- it has done in the past, activate its proxies clear power plants. of large amounts of enel
IRAQ Isfahan and even launch more drone and missile Among the material stored at Natanz conditions. All nu
—— JORDAN attacks, But Israeli attacks over the years, is uranium hexafluoride (UFG), a white  have inbuilt safety lmdunism: IJ pre-
and rather muted responses from Tehran, crystalline solid which is heated to be-  vent accidental detonation,
ISRAEL | IRAN have repeatedly exposed lran's limitations come a gas for the enrichment process. The Israeli attack on Iran's nuchear fa-
KUWAIT in this regard, The facility hasa numberof centrifuges,  cilities, therefore, is unlikely to result ina
While Israel claims that the Islamic or enrichment dnmbtn. sensitive nu-  nuclear explosion or a major radiation
SAUDI ARABIA Persian regime in lran poses an “existential threat™ clear: andsome  lealk, b be
= Gl Gulf of Oman to the Jewish nation, the opposite might be :;wd: of enriched uranium (it is unclear d to people working facil
much). d

evening, however, ranian media reported
explosions at Fordow,

KEY PERSONNEL: Isracli strikes in
Tehran took out Iran's top military leader-
ship, Among those killed were Maj Gen
Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of the

I | N |

armed forces, and Gen Hossein Salami, chief
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps,
arguably the most powerful institution in
the country.

While ZQMM Leader Ali Khamened has
already announced for thetwo
top commanders, these deaths, along with

more true, At the end of the day, Tel Aviv
stands with steady support from
Washington, which establishes a funda-
mental asymmetry between itself and Iran
on the battiefield,

US President Donald Trump on Friday
said Israel's "next already planned attacks”
could be “even more brutal," and warned
that Tehran “must make a deal, before there
is nothing left.”

opapov.lndlamxp«om .. .

Nuclear calamity unlikely
Simply hitting nuclear material or

similar fears of a nuclear accident
inthe Russia-Ukraine war
as well, particularly when Ukraine’s

doesnot lead to a nmlearexpk;wn ora
wides, radiation leak, although a
alised dispersal of radioactive

power
caught in the fighting, The plant did suf-
fer some damage, but even in that case, a
major nuclear accident was unlikely,
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Vulnerablities expesed: Smoke billowing from the Singapore flagged container ship MY Won Hai 503 that caught fire neary 44 nautical miles off the Azhikkal coast In Kerala on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Floating inferno

MV Wan Hai 503, the Singapore-flagged cargo ship, catches fire nearly 44 nautical miles off the Azhikkal coast in Kerala,

raising concerns about marine biodiversity and maritime safety. AS. Jayanth speaks to experts to gauge the impacts of the accident, the second one in a fortnight in the State

x |

A.J. Hospital and Research Centre in

Karnataka’s coastal city of Mangaluru
on June 9 was shattered by the siren-blaring am-
bulances that came rushing in. Caregivers at the
hospital, along with a couple of Navy staff,
rushed near the vehicles to pull out patients,
some of them in critical condition.

The six patients were amongg the 18 crew mem-
bers who were rescued from M.V, Wan Hai 503, a
27-metre-long Singapore-flagged cargo ship that
caught fire nearly 44 nautical miles off the Azhik-
kal coast in Kannur, Kerala, that moming. The
ship had 22 crew members and four of them, two
from Taiwan, one from Indonesia, and one from
Myanmar, were reported missing.

A joint team of the Indian Coast Guard and the
Indian Navy engaged in mid-sea rescue opera-
tions, The vessel had departed from Colombo in
Sri Lanka on June 7 and was supposed to reach
Mumbai on June 10. An explosion in one of the
containers is reported to have led to the fire,
which triggered an unprecedented crisis mid
sea, as plumes of smoke soon swirled up in the
air.

he silence of the night outside the
T Emergency Medicine department of

The disaster set off alarm bells in Kerala, as the
incident came just weeks after MSC Elsa 3, the Li-
beria-flagged container ship, sank off the Kochi
coust on May 25, While the authorities were grap-
pling with the impact of this incident on the ma-
rine and coastal environment, another tragedy
has brought forth more serious questions about
maritime safety and the potential risks such acci-
dents pose to humans as well as the marine
ecosystem,

Cargo classified as dangerous goods

The cargo manifest of M.V. Wan Hai 503 shows
the ship had 1,754 containers onboard, of which
13 contained hazardous substances. The con-
tents included substances classified by the Inter-
national Maritime Organisation as dangerous
goods under its Class 3 (flammable liquids), Class
4.1 (lammable solids), Class 4.2 (substances lia
ble to spontaneous combustion), Class 4.3 (sub-
stances that, when in contact with water, emit
flammable gases), Class 6.1 (toxic substances),
Llau 8 (corrosive wbm.mcm) and Class 9 (Mis-
and Articles)
cargoes. The (alllmg of some of the containers in-
to the sea after the explosion and the listing of
the vessel have raised health concerns.

C. Anulekshmi, senior scientist and head, Koz-
hikode regional station, Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI), says the shortterm
impact of chemicals or debris spilling onto the
sea includes immediate harm to marine life,
causing death of organisms, and reduced water
quality. “These effects can range from direct tox-
feity to organisms, habitat destruction, and dis-
ruption of ecosystems. There could be mixing of
water in these areas by tides, water current, and
wind. There are chances of dilution of the chem-
icals in water, The immediate effect will be on the
surrounding organisms of the ship,” she says.

The chemicals can directly poison sedentary
and benthic marine organisms as they can ac-
cumulate the hazardous materials in their body.
The organisms in the neritic zone, a shallow, sun-
lit region of the ocean above the continental
shelf, can move away from the location to a safer
place. All of these depend on the quantity of
chemicals spilt, she says,

Injured crew members of fire-struck Singapore-flagged container ship MV Wan Hal 503 being shifted to a hospital In Mangaluru
0N June 9 night. INDWN COAST GLWRD

The
shortterm
Impact of
chemicals or
debris spilling
onto the sea
Includes
Immediate
harm to
marine life,
causing death
ol

“If the hunrdous (hcmkaln are spilt into the
affect § in

Waterways and agencies such as the Mercantile

sea, they may i il

the surrounding places, which muy further im-
pact all organisms in that area. These basic parts
of the food chain will not be available to marine
organisms and will affect the food chain. If there
is any possibility of an oil spill and discharge of
other pollutants, it can devastate habitats around
the area by preventing the mixing of oxygen in
the waters. However, the ocean is very vast, dy-
namic, and resilient,” Anulekshmi says.

Rajeev S. Menon, Professor, Department of
Chemistry, University of Calicut, says that most
of the dangerous goods on the ship are widely
used industrial feedstock chemicals for the pro-
duction of common pulymm rﬂim. pesticides,

and reduced
water quality.
€ ANULEKSHMI,
senlor whontist sd
head, Kostikode
rogonal statlon,
[0

and other advanced fine ch

Marine ds (MMD) are in the process of
readying an action plan to enhance India's mari-
time framework and prevent/lessen the impact
of such incidents, according to highly-placed
Sources.

Wake-up call for stakeholders
The sources say that the two back-to-back inci-
dents off the Kerala coast have laid hart- critical
Inerabilities in India's y ar
chitecture. Complex ownership h\wcn lhmn(
from hazardous cargo, and delayed emergency
response in the wake of the sinking have been a
wake-up call for stakeholders.
“The proposed action plan draws on the key
lessons from the recent incidents to outline a

The cargo manifest shows the p of ni-
lmcellulune with alcohol. “Mixing and disper-
sion of nitrocellulose in seawater will prevent ex
plosions, and this is probably the most desirable
outcome to hope for, as it is a non-toxic sub-
stnnce Chemicals smh aschlnmanllhw l 2,3tri

.And maleic :nhytlridc are hazardous chemicals
that are insoluble and will persist in the marine
environment for a longer duration,” he says.

Hydrobromic acid and phosphoric acids,
which are highly corrosive acids, are soluble in
water and will dissipate in seawater rather quick
ly. On mixing, they will cause a Jocalised, short-
lived dip in the pH (measuring its acidity or alka-
linity) of the seawater, which could be detrimen-
tal to aquatic life. He says that a direct reading of
the enlisted hazards of these chemicals may be
slightly misleading as their mixing with a large
volume of seawater will significantly reduce and
dissipate some of the dangers.

Meanwhile, faced with recurrence of such in-
cidents and the ensuing threat of kinge-scale pol-

lution, the Union Ministry of Ports, Shipping and

h set of steps, including those
aimed at strengthening mnmime safety, envimn
mental protection, and

digital inspection tools, say MMD sources.

Trade union leaders in the fisheries sector are
worried about the impact of the accidents on the
livelihood options of the fishers. The recurring
accidents, they fear, could hit the fishers hard.

Representatives of trade unions in the fisher-
ies sector say there is a need to improve impcr
tions at ports, including at the ne
one at Vizhinjam. Charles George, president, Ker-
ala Matsyathozhilali Aikya Vedi, notes that the
sinking of the Liberia-flagged MSC Elsa 3 could
have been prevented if a thorough fitness inspec-
tion had been done at Vizhinjam to ensure bal-
last-water management.

“There has been a delay of over a fortnight in
registering a case against the vessel's owner firm.
Why are such vessels that are over 25 years old

rimitted to operate to ports in India with
haz cargo,” he wonders.

Officials in the Union Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways, however, say that older ves-
sels need not always be unfit for use, especally if
they have been given a safety certificate by classi-
fication societies.

Efforts on to usher in reforms

“Efforts are on to usher in reforms in the sector.
While June 13 has been set as the deadline to
complete the oil-recovery process from the vessel
that sank off the Alappuzha coast, July 4 is the tar-
get to demobilise the ongoing multi-agency res-
ponse and salvage efforts that are being led by the
Directorate General of Shipping,” they say.

News nhmll lhc punlblr nml.lmlnanun in ma-
rine fish, following the acd-
dent has forced a few people in Kcmla o aban-
don their staple diet and choose meat. The shift
in dietary practice has hit fish vendors like Sree-
devi Lateesh, who used to commute daily with
fish from her home in Vaikom to Kochi by bus.

“Despite financial difficulties, 1 had to take a
break from selling fish for over a week due to a
fall in demand for fish from households,” she
says, adding that demand for fish is yet to pick up.

Meanwhile, CMFRI officials are collecting wa-
ter and sediment samples from the coastal areas
of Kannur, Kozhikode, and Malappuram and are
continuously monitoring the fishery around
there.

Concerns allayed over fish consumption
A senior official says only small fishing vessels are
in these areas due to the ongoing mon-

MMD officials say.

They include upgmdmg of the pun infrastruc:
ture and ies and ensurd
of towing infrastructure, and improving efficien-
cy in distress response. To cater to the increasing
number of ships, India must expand its sanc-
tioned strength of Port State Control Officers,
which is now encountering a 40% vacancy rate.
There is also a need to equip them with advanced
” The two back-to-back incldents
off the Kerala coast have laid

bare critical vulnerabilices in India’s
maritime regulatory architecture. Complex
ownership issues, threat from hazardous
cango, and delayed emergency response in
the wake of the sinking have been a wake-up
call for stakeholders

soon trawl ban. “So far, there are no reports of
dead fish on the coast or in the fishing locations.
At present, the fish available in the markets are
coming mainly from the coastal areas of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. There may
not be any serious concern about consuming fish
now," the official adds.

Five Coast Guard ships, two Dornier aircraft,
and one helicopter are engaged in the rescue mis-
sion, The primary focus is to restrict the move-
ment of the ship, which is adrift. The vessel will
be towed to a safer location to avert a potential
ecological disaster, according to the central agen-
cles involved in the mission,

The recurring marine accidents have called for
a comprehensive study on ship accidents and the
safety and precautionary measures to be adopt-
ed, as Kerala's sea routes are getting busy follow-
ing the commissioning of the Vizhinjam interna-
tional port.

(with inputs from John L. Paul in Kochi)
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Tragedy in the skies

Tharough probe into Ahmedabad air crash imperative

he catastrophic crash of Air India flight
Al-171 in Ahmedabad on Thursday would go
d the Py in

recent history, The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, en
route to London, crashed into the premises of B. J.
Medical College, after seemingly losing power in the

take-off stage, claiming the lives of 241 passengers on

board and many more on the ground. This accident
and the overwhelming loss of lives raises critical

questions about aviati
The timing of the calamity could not have

P '
yand p

been more inopportune for Air India. In
@  recent weeks, the airline has faced punitive
financial and logistical pressures due to
Pakistan’s clnsing of nirxpnc: 'l‘hm ha

addedto

airline still nmgming the legacies of ageing
assets and a workforce stretched thin, The
crash now threatens to unravel a hard-won

turnaround under Tata (‘mup s
dship, and under

questions about maintenance rigour
fleet integrity.

and

At the heart of this catastrophe lies the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner — an aircraft that
arguably has posted a decent safety record
s0 far, A total of 1,175 Dreamliners have
done 2,100 daily flights and flown about 1
billion passengers in the 14 years since the
aircraft's introduction. The age of the
aircraft in question — the Air India Boeing

787 named VT-ANB — was also not an issue,

being only 11 years old. Yet, its

manufacturer is no stranger to controversy.

The grounding of the 737 MAX after two
fatal crashes in 2018-19 raised serious
questions about Boeing’s safety culture. A
mid-air blowout in January 2024 led to

further management upheaval, US

Congressional hearings went into Boeing’s
safety standards. It turned out that cutting

A R

whcre

comers was not nlicn w0 Boclng’: ways.,
inelud

reponcdlv forced fuselage pancls into place
under pressure to meet deadlines. While the

737 MAX tragedies reshaped global avmbon

ight, the 787 Dreamli

similar scrutiny — until now, The focus in
this tragedy invariably turns to how the
aircraft lost power seconds after take-off.

The temptation to find swift answers and

1 1

Wl

take i diate action is

However, the victims and their families
deserve a commitment to uncovering the
truth, Itis imperative that all authorities —
the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) of India, international agencies like
the NTSBand Boeing, and the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

— resist

knee-jerk reactions. Grounding fleets
prematurely or assigning blame in the
absence of evidence helps no one. What is
required is meticulous, transparent, and
unimpeded investigation, Every plausible
factor must be scrutinised — the aircraft’s
maintenance logs, black box data (CVRand
FDR), crew training and records, air traffic

control communications, weather
conditions, and potential technical

malfunctions, A comprehensive audit of Air

India's maintenance procedures for its

Dreamliner fleet is just as important.
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Don’t Sell Out the Aussies on

Aukus
The Trumg Administration is reviewing the 2021 Aukus defense agreement
with the UK, and Australia to see if it hits President Trump's priorities. That
should be a short review. The Aussies are stepping up to help deter conflictin
the Pacific, and a President vowing peace through strength would bulld the
submarines the free world needs. The core of the defense agreement is selling
Australia three to hve nuclear-powered attack submarines, with a frst sale in

2032 Pentagon keaks to the press suggest a concern ) m(her the Us,

industrial b

i
ddem needs. Then pages Mve warned for years about the sorry state of

subs to A ik

us

mn the US. r\e!ds o buld two steakhy submarines cvery year m grow the

fleet and deter Ching, ew s, ans
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Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) is without confidence in future demand. decline in investment rates, This s
about 33 per cent. These stable ratios The focus on maintaining high Return partly due to high pent-up demand
indicate insuficient dynaimism in on Capital Employed (ROCE) further apering off and I challeng

todrive detersb from making h as regulatory and market
e might temporarily L
Additionally, recent trends in lower this metric. Addidnm! , some col ies face
SAANTAA B B o -7 Sl i i Ry, some companies
Books, Inventories, and C: tical tensions create an dcmnd further deterring investment in
nasurprising move, the Reserve  Utilisation Survey (OBICUS), show ent of caution among those segments,
Bank of India slashed the policy stability at around 74 per cent in the murpﬁml.et'uuplnumhddnn To truly stimulate economic growth,
npomebymhuhpnlmms.i most recent quarters, reflectinga tounderstand furtl ! d d d
per cent on June 6, marking ¥ 2 proach First, vey on ddeafdcequldmuwll.m
hrgenmnlmemzum. prodmhncmlduwu{d:mdm pdvntemof hd? mmmmfmoapdk&nhn
This decision, simed at stimulating muted capital expenditure. Therefore, (Capex) intentions by the Ministry of consumer confidence and
comesamida decline in merely increasing liquidity without Statistics and ?ending ‘This could involve
flation and persistent glol 3 derlying d d ¥ SPI) reveal a luluunuru.md\uux for
The RBI's y ficient to cautious app by i lic spending

PoliryComﬂnee(MPC)nlwdﬂkzdm revive economic activity, has been a significant Capex increase on infrastructure, and initiatives to

stance from ‘accommodal Government expend] from €3.95 lakh crore in 2021-22 0 support small and medium enterprises

“neutral, lling for e 8 €422 lakh crore in 2023-24, reflecting a (SMEs),

future rate cuts. demand in the short and medium term, 7 per cent growth. oddmllngluuauul

Whllethhmwhupcmdmhjm However, to effectively stimulate However, the intended Capex for issues such as unempl
Ilqudhylnwd\uylum boost growth, it is crucial to focus on the 2025-26 s expectedtodeclineby 25 per  income inequality coul helplnaule

demand, the lies. of aggregate demand that cemcnmpnndmmz+25 reflecting and, in tur,

nddmnlnglhehdm{«mmm«d«mnd m\lutdgnlﬂummmlwy . cautious planni 1% mﬁgzbnl consumer demand, The government
that has been plaguing the Y expenditure, both private uncertainties. Isevidentin  should also consider measures to

Del the RBI's eff infu d g long with mmwmmqh-,mnmper enhance the ease of doing business,

vith jonof g p pendit thereby encouraging private sector

mulmml wsldhcmfethh shows higher vari; o mwhlleml eenulmmadd investment and job creation,

W h ynr priv . M.Ly 1991-92t0 value to existing assets, P“ lncondumhbmukmul‘luum
hnldmtynanh-muvedfmmn 2024-25. isastep inthe right direction, itls nota
deficit to a surplus of €2.9 lakh This indicates that these tures  INSIPID INVESTMENT fonheaw umel

a‘!':ed.uy’!.td!anudpl“l?;ibnunlnuwl mmmwmmmulnd:l!nw“ﬂ Second, the pri s rely P.M m’(

demand has not materialised. utilised as instruments for raising toinvest is evident, as comy ﬂmﬂddmhprmddmnyfocudﬂ!
demand in the short and medium term, prioritise protecting their yin

DEMAND COMPONENTS led growth 'lhiv:hhu Infrastructure and

Analysing the components of aggregate umegylhouldbephddnd. lendylnauleﬁomﬂp«cenunwlo capkxl—!nunﬂvepmkal.!he

demand provides clarity on the Several factors are 1031 percentin 2024 and s expectedto g can leverage the multipli

underlying issue, Using the long-term investment decisions beyond the costof  rise further in 2025, This efficiency in effect broader i
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Agri education must focus on export constraints

Increasing production has so far been the thrust of farm education. Sustainable practices for exports also deserve attention
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Palm promise: Farmer G.Sridhar Reddy working at his four-year-old oil palm tree plantation in Dandempalli village of Nalgonda district. Under the Telangana State Oll Palm Mission, the government plans to expand cultivation from 2.45 lakh acres to 20 lakh acres. NaGARA GOPAL

The crop that is
raising farm incomes
—and eyebrows

+ Once a fringe experiment, oil palm cultivation has rapidly taken root across Telangana, reshaping rural economy
and farmer aspirations. Backed by subsidies, buyback guarantees and political push, the crop promises steady
returns and sustainability. But beneath the optimism, there are concerns over volatile prices, labour shortages,
water stress and ecological fallout. As the State races to expand acreage, experts and farmers have one question
can this boom withstand market shocks and environmental strain? P. Laxma Reddy and P. Sridhar report

n Pedavegi, a non-descript dot on the map

of West Godavari district in what was then

undivided Andhra Pradesh, an act of sym-

bolism took root, literally, way back in
1986. Then Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao knelt on
a patch of farmland and planted a palm sapling.
At that point, it may have seemed like just anoth-
er photo op. But that simple act would outgrow
its moment in history, rooting itself into the soil,
and the future, of two States.

Four decades later, that one sapling has
morphed into a sweeping oil palm culture that
now sustains thousands of farmers across And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana.

What started in the lush delta districts of West
and East Godavari soon crept into Krishna, be-
fore leaping across the newly-drawn State bor-
ders into Telangana. Khammam was the first to
embrace it, followed by Adilabad and Nalgonda,
where farmers looked westward for inspiration,
and returns too.

Among the early adopters was Gutta Venkata-
rama Rao, a farmer from Malkaram village in
Dammapeta mandal, now in Telangana’s Bhadra
dri Kothagudem district. He vividly remembers
the early 1990s, not just for the gamble he took,
but also for what it gave back.

“It was N.T. Rama Rao’s vision of promoting oil
palm cultivation that lit the spark,” says the 69-
year-old. “He wanted farmers to have a stable in-
come and the country to become self-reliant in
edible oil. That is what pushed me to plant oil
palm in 19947

And that decision paid off. For over two de-
cades, oil palm gave him what few crops could:
predictability, prosperity and peace of mind. His
success did not go unnoticed. Soon, other farm-
ers in Dammapeta followed, turning the region
into a hub for oil palm cultivation.

It wasn't long before word spread beyond
Dammapeta and Aswaraopeta, also in the same
district. Farmers from across the State began tra-
velling to these mandals to see the transforma-
tion firsthand. Among them was V. Veerya, a tri-
bal farmer from Singaram village in
Mahabubabad district.

Once a chilli grower, Veerya had battled erratic
yields and constant crop damage by monkeys.
But after a study tour to the oil palm heartlands
in 2019, he returned home with a plan, and four
acres of land waiting to be repurposed. “Seeing
what they had built there, it opened my eyes,” he
recalls. With support from the Horticulture De-

and subsidies for seedlings and drip ir-
ngalnn. he made the switch.

Today, the results speak for themselves. On
June 10 this year, Veerya harvested his first oil
palm crop - six tonnes of fresh fruit bunches. “It
not just a harvest, it is security. No longer do 1
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have to fear not having a sustainable income.”

From trial to triumph
What's fuelling this quiet agricultural shift is not
just curiosity, it is a strong support system back-
ing the crop. Subsidies, assured buyback arran-
gements, functional processing units and a farm-
er-friendly environment have turned oil palm
into a serious option in Mahabubabad district,
says District Horticulture and Sericulture Officer
J-Marianna.

Exposure visits to oil palm clusters in Aswa-
raopeta and Dammapeta gave local farmers
more than just inspiration; they offered a hands-
on understanding of the crop’s lifecycle, from
planting to profit. The district now plans to ramp
up cultivation from 8,000 to 12,500 acres in the
202526 financial year. To ease the transiti

(NMEO-OP), the government has unveiled an am-
bitious plan: expanding cultivation from the ex-
isting 2.45 lakh acres to 20 lakh acres.

To make this leap, the State has done more
than roll out subsidies. It has opened farmers’
eyes to the possibilities. In a strategic move, dele-
gations of farmers and officials were sent on ex-
posure visits to countries like Malaysia to under-
stand modern oil palm farming techniques. The
initiative was led by Agriculture Minister Tumma-
la Nageshwara Rao, who hails from Khammam,
the district where Telangana's oil palm journey
began.

Even during the BRS regime, the push was pal-
pable. Then-MLA Balka Suman not only cham-
pioned the cause but led by example. He
launched oil palm cultivation on 20 acres of his
own land, sparking a ripple effect among neigh-
bouring farmers.

At a recent awareness event in Husnabad of
Karimnagar district, Minister for Backward Class-
es Welfare and Transport Ponnam Prabhakar
pitched oil palm as a resilient, high-return crop.
“It keeps monkeys at bay and withstands unsea-
sonal rains and hailstorms, which are major con-
cerns for our farmers,” he had said, highlighting
income potential ranging from ¥60,000 to .5

lakh per acre

annually.
” The numbers

back the intent.
Telangana is inherently g::f: hioﬁgg::
dry. Pushing for a crop sively

gana Rythu Sangham in Khammam, flags not on-
ly the volatile pricing but also the ageing of exist-
ing plantations and patchy returns as key issues
that could undermine longterm farmer
confidence.

According to Rambabu, the onus is now on go-
vernment agencies and departments to step up,
by ensuring timely supply of high-quality see-
dlmgS, expandmg lucallscd processing capamy

ing SUpport to ¢
the grassroots.

Echoing these concerns, Telangana Oil Palm
Growers Association president Alapati Rama-
chandra Prasad says that Minister Nageshwara
Rao had recently taken the matter to the national
stage. In a meeting with Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan, he pushed for a fixed
procurement price of 125,000 per metric tonne
for FFBs ~ an ask that, if met, could safeguard
farmer margins and morale.

In his representation, Nag:shwara Rao also
made a larger point that oil palm is not just anoth-
er cash crop; it holds the key to self-reliance
(achieving the objective of Atma Nirbhar Bharat)
in edible oil production. With a high oil yield of
4-5 metric tonnes per acre and a perennial lifecy-
cle, it offers unmatched productivity. But for it to
fulfil that promise, farmers need more than just
seeds and subsidies, they need assurance that
their investment will pay off.

Price of oil palm ambition
Yet, even as oil palm pl"(lﬂllsﬁ economic trans-

that thrives in humid, cultivation  across

high-rainfall regions 26 districts, target-
could prove ecologically  ing five lakh acres
disast r'(,)':m © by2025outofato
KANNEGANTI RAVL talicentified poten-
Vice president, Rythu tial of 20 lakh acres
Swaraya Vedika - an exponential

leap from just
45,000 acres in 2014. The NMEO-OP scheme, with
60:40 funding ratio between the Centre and State,
has id 1 246 of Tel ’s 563 rural man-

farmers are being offered ¥2,100 per acre annual-
ly for the first four years to support intercropping
while the palms mature.

to lead Telangana's oil palm march, with over
75,000 acres already under cultivation. The goal
is to expand to one lakh acres and make the crop
a central pillar of rural income. The district’s
edge lies not just in its soil and climate, but also
in infrastructure - two factories run by the Te-
langana Co-operative Oil Seeds Growers Federa-
tion at Aswaraopet and Apparaopeta, capable of
crushing 30 tonnes and 60 tonnes of Fresh Fruit
Bunches (FFBs), respectively, per hour, ensure
that farmers have a reliable place to process their
harvest.

In the districts of Nalgonda and Suryapet — re-
gions better known for their citrus orchards - a
new class of oil palm growers is emerging. From
NRIs and retired officials to big landowners, ma
ny are making the switch, drawn by the promise
of higher returns. “In four years, oil palm can
fetch 2 lakh per acre in profit,” explains Nara-
simha Reddy, vice-president of the Nalgonda Oil
Palm Farmers Association, adding, “That is near-
ly three times what paddy offers.”

But even here, challenges remain. A lack of
trained harvesters has forced farmers to pay up
to 1,200 a day per labourer to cut the heavy
bunches. “We need to set up processing facilities
and train Jocals to ease this burden,” Reddy says.

Still, the bers tell a story of
from 2016417 to 202425, over 10,800 acres in Nal-
gonda have been brought under oil palm, cultiv-
ated by some 2,450 farmers.

Returns, resilience and ripple effect

Backed by policy muscle and political will, Telan-
gana is now betting big on oil palm. Under the
Telangana State Oil Palm Mission, which is part
of the National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil Palm

dals as viable zones for oil palm.

To facilitate this expansion, the government
has roped in M private companies, each assigned
a factory zone to ensure farmers aren't left with
unprocessed harvests. Hindustan Unilever is set-
ting up a palm oil processing unit in Kamareddy
district, while 12 acres in Incherla of Mulugu dis-
trict have been earmarked for another unit.
These initiatives are aimed at easing the burden
on farmers who have started harvesting but do
not have processing infrastructure within a 50-
km radius.

So far, approximately 2.43 lakh acres are un-
der oil palm in the State, with 1.97 lakh acres ad-
ded under NMEO-OP between 2021 and 2024
alone. To make the transition attractive and via-
ble, farmers are being offered subsidies of up to
50,918 per acre over four years. Of that, 122,518
goes toward drip irrigation in the very first year,

formation, envi and or-
ganisations are raising red flags. A mature oil
palm, typically aged 8 to 10 years, requires ap-
proximately 250 litres of water per day in red soil
and 150 litres per day in black soil. According to
the Indian Institute of Oil Palm Research in Peda-
vegi (West Godavari), the recommended planting
density is around 57 plants per acre.

In Telangana, where borewells remain the life-
line for irrigation, such water-intensive cultiva-
tion raises serious sustainability questions, espe-
cially during peak summer.

“Telangana is inherently dry. Pushing for a
crop that thrives in humid, high-rainfall regions
could prove ecologically disastrous,” says farmer
leader Kanneganti Ravi, vice-president of Rythu
Swarajya Vedika. He warns that aggressive oil
palm expansion could degrade soil health, dimin-
ish biodiversity and push groundwater levels
further into distress.

Ravi also questioned the wisdom of putting all
of Telangana’s eggs in one oily basket. By focus-
ing so heavily on oil palm, he argues, the State
risks edging out diverse, possibly healthier and
more resilient alternatives that could offer long-
term sustainability.

India’s oil palm map is already lopsided. And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana and Kerala together ac-
count for 98% of the country’s oil palm output.
Telangana's recent thrust, powered by policy and
protected under the Oil Palm Act, 1993, is un-

an essential input for this crop.

The momentum is strong, but the clock is tick-
ing. The Agriculture Minister has urged officials
in the Horticulture Department and partnering
oil palm companies to accelerate efforts and en-
sure that the five lakh-acre mark is reached by the
end of this financial year.

But there is a shadow of NMEO-

doubtedly a bold leap toward redefining that do-
minance. But ambition must be balanced with ec-
ological foresight.

The sapling once planted by N.T. Rama Rao
has grown into something far more symbalic
than a productive tree - it now represents a turn-
mg pmnl in Tclangam 's farming economics. For

OP, the backbone of the State’s oil palm push, is
set to expire at the end of this fiscal. “We are
hopeful it will be extended. If not, farmer enthu-
siasm may take a hit," shan.-s a senior official.
While the is largely bl
the road ahead is far from smouth At the heart of
the concern lies a recent policy shift: the Centre’s
reduction of import duty on crude and refined
palm oils — from 27.5% to 16.5% in May — has sent
ripples of worry across the farming community.
Many fear this move could depress the price of
FFBs, which currently fetch about 20,000 per
tonne, potentially cutting deeply into profits.
Bonthu Rambabu, district secretary of Telan-

farmers, oil palm
holds the prmmse DI higher, more stable returns.
But success won't be measured by yield alone.
Market stability, processing infrastructure, res-
ponsible water management and a diversified
cropping strategy will be just as critical.

For that, the government must act swiftly and
decisively, with strong extension services, sus-
tained subsidies and assured buyback mechan-
ismsto ensure that oil palm doesn't become a
shortdived boom or an ecological bust.

Until then, the journey from a hopeful sapling
to a truly sustainable plantation may still remain
a slippery slope.

(With inputs from R.Ravikanth Reddy)
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Srinagar is now closer to the rest of

India with the newly inaugurated
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla link, of
which the stretch from Jammu and Kashm
capital to Katra is operational. Peerzada
Ashiq takes the train and speaks to those

travelling on it to understand wh

the Vande

Bharat Express means to people in the Valley.
With 36 tunnels, the workd's highest railway
arch bridge, and Indias first cable-stayed
eering landmark
that showcases the natural heritage

railway bridg

itisaner

of Indias northernmost region

Building
bridges

The newly constructed Anjl bridge, India’s first cable-stayed rallway bridge. At 331 metres above the riverbed, It stretches 725 metres and Is anchared by 96 high-tensile cables. iMran NsSaR

he summer sun shines pleasantly

down on the Nowgam railway station

in Srinagar, located at an altitude of

1,730 metres above sea level, and just
nine kilometres from Lal Chowk, the city centre.
It’s around 7 a.m. on June 10.

India's railway stations usually smell of a hea-
vy mix of diesel and fried food. Nowgam doesn't;
it smells of timber instead. The red-brick, double-
storey station with a sloped green tin roof has ele-
ments of Kashmiri architecture: woodcarving on
the windows and khatamband, parquet on the
ceiling. The two-platform station has the cleanli-
ness of a well kept hospital and the security of an
airport. Outside, the central kerb of the two-lane
road is lined with cypresses, and on the roadside
are a few signatory chinars, unique to Kashmir.

Outside the station is a larger-than-life hoard-
ing with three faces: Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant-Governor
Manoj Sinha, and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.
It announces the inauguration of the Vande Bha-
rat Express between Srinagar and Katra, opened
by the PM on June 6, integrating the line with the
rest of India’s. The hoarding has three bold terms
to call people’s attention to it: "Strengthening na-
tional integration”, *Boosting trade and tou-
rism”, “Empowering economic growth".

For Abid Dar, 48, and Khursheed Dar, his fath-
er in his late 60s, apple orchardists from Pulwa-
ma district’s Newa village, the train is a journey
to hope and recovery. Abid has stomach cancer,
and the duo will travel to Jammu, from where
they will catch another train to Delhi.

“We plan to go to the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences there. The train has been a great
comfort for patients like my son,” says Khur-
sheed. Previously, the journey from Srinagar to
Katra in Jammu, would have taken 24 hours; now
it will take 13 hours, covering 191 km.

The operation to connect Kashmir to the rest
of India was started in 1994, and declared a na-
tional project in 2008, funded by the Central go-
vernment. Now, the 272-km Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla rail link, of which the Srinagar-Katra
stretch is now operational, is the first train to
connect the Kashmir Valley to Jammu, in the
plains. While trains on the broad gauge tracks
plied within Kashmir, the connection to the rest
of India was only through air and road.

The project that cost 3,780 crore runs
through mountains and over deep gorges. It off-
ers a glimpse of India’s engineering strength and
the extreme Himalayan terrain, with many firsts
to the project.

Before the train came

Until 2009, Kashmir was connected to the rest of
India via road and air, the former treacherous,
the latter expensive for most. There was only one
major surface link: the Srinagar-Jammu National
Highway 44 that stretched down 294 km.

In 2009, the 84-km-long Mughal Road was in-
augurated, connecting Shopian district of the
Kashmir Valley with Jammu’s Poonch district.
Both roads depend on the weather. In the rains
and snow, parts would cave in, or boulders
would fall on them from the mountains above, or
there would be landslides.

According to J&K government data, the high-
way remained closed for 20.5 days (488 hours) in
2024 and 58 days (1,392 hours) in 2023. Up to
1,750 people have died on the highway between
2010 and 2020, according to the J&K Traffic De-
partment, with injuries to 12,131, The road is so
dangerous that parents ask children to recite
their prayers or play a recording of the Koran be-
fore leaving for Jammu.

Those who don't own cars have to show up at
the bus station an hour earlier to get a seat. Cabs
are often shared, and never punctual, with riders
having to wait hours for other passengers to
board to make it worthwhile for the driver.

The highway has deep gorges on one side and
steep mountain faces on the other. Ramban, Rea-
si, and Udhampur districts have sharp, blind
turns, There are few food and restroom stops
along the way, which takes 6-8 hours to traverse.

While the weather remains a threat for the
train too, it is security that people are more con-
cerned about. A traveller, who does not want to
be named, says, “The security of the train needs
to be reviewed and revised regularly. It remains
an area of concern for us” In 2016, the Indian
Railways recorded a loss of over ¥4.5 crore during

ed

Therelsa
festive
atmosphere
among
p.memu TS,

Everyone
wants (o
enjoy the
experience.
No seats are
available
for the next
10 days
JUGAL

KISHORE
SHARMA
Seagion
Supessatendent,
Mata Valshno
Devl Katra ratway
statlon

‘It will boost travel, trade, and
tourism in Jammu and Kashmir’

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on the importance of the new line

Edited excerpts from an e-mail interview:

What was the most challenging part of
the project?

This dream of decades has become a reality
overcoming many challenges, the unique
Himalayan geology with earthquake-prone
zones and difficult terrain being a significant
one. Each of the 943 bridges had its own
hurdles. Inaccessibility of the bridge sites was a
common issue. Construction of over 215 km of
approach roads to these sites was a project in
itself. The 36 main tunnels and eight escape
tunnels had a separate set of challenges,
including landslides, cavity formations, water
ingression, and the presence of methane gas.

How important is the rail link for the
strategic and military needs of the region?

Kashmir was, is, and will always be an
integral part of India. The rail link provides
all-weather connectivity to border regions. The
key difference in people’s lives is that they will
now move easily between the Valley and the
Jammu region. People will have access to
transportation throughout the year.

How are you taking care of safety on
two counts: extreme weather and the
threat from terrorists?

Passenger safety is one of the topmost
priorities of the Indian Railways. The bridges
on the rail link have been designed to withstand
extremely high wind speeds and high
magnitude earthquakes. For instance, Chenab

the turmoil triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mu-
jahideen commander Burhan Wani in south
Kashmir during an encounter.

Firsts of many kinds

It’s 8.10 a.m. Passengers in twos and threes
board the train, a mix of local students, families,
businessmen, and tourists. For many youth, this
is the first time they will ride in a train. *I am ex-
cited to see the engineering marvels that made it
possible to connect Kashmir to the outside world
through a rail link," Ejaz Pandit, a Computer
Science student from Srinagar, says. "I can now
plan to apply for jobs easily and reach my desti-
nation in time, unlike in the past,” he adds.

There are eight coaches, including an execu-
tive coach offering chairs that tilt and with wider
leg room for comfort. The number of bogies has
been restricted to ensure that the train ma-
noeuvres well through the mountain passes. For
many, the journey right now is a joyride.

As the train leaves the station, it passes
through swathes of rice fields on the periphery of
Srinagar, drifting into the apple orchards of Pul-
wama. The Pir Panjal peaks play hide and seek
through the clouds, and the panoramic windows
allow for sweeping views,

Closer to the Banihal-Qazigund railway tun-

bridge can withstand
wind speeds up to 266
kmph, and
earthquakes of up to
8.0 magnitude on the
Richter scale. Sensors
installed on the bridge
provide realtime data
on factors like wind

mighty Chenab that looks like a stream from this
height, people shout, “Bharat Mata ki jai”. The
journey ends with the Trikuta mountains of Ka-
tra, also home to the Vaishno Devi temple. Now
the mountains diminish in size, but faraway
peaks still tower over Kashmir.

Jugal Kishore Sharma, Station Superintendent
at the Mata Vaishno Devi Katra railway station,
says, "There is a festive atmosphcrc among pas-

e wants to enjoy the experience.
No sc:!s are available for the next 10 days.”

A future for apples and tourists

Jammu and Kashmir has seen an upscaling of ap-
ple production in the past few years, with 20.56
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) produced in 2024-2025
of which 13.13 LMT was exported up to February
2025. Apple growers produced 16.9 LMT in 2020

velocity,

202, w figures from the J&K Horticul-

hum:dm‘ and wbmnons Advanced tunnel
safety tec have been loyed. The
lZﬂhnkquunnelTSOlslndusltxu&sl
transportation tunnel. It is equipped witha
series of CCTV cameras and a central control
room for monitoring. Regarding threats from
terrorists, the [PM Narendra] Modi doctrine is
quite clear and now well-known to the world.
Operation Sindoor has established a new
normal where decisive retaliation is a key pillar.

ture Department

Izhan Javed, 32 who deals with apples and
owns a cold storage in Pulwama, has mixed feel-
ings. "Once the refrigerated goods trains start
running, it will mean great connectivity to south-
ern markets. South India is not easily accessible
to our apple dealers, and due to its proximity to
ports, imported apples dominate the market
there. The supply chain for our apples is costly,
and the train can change that,” says Javed, who is
also a nwmbcf o( lhnzjammu and Kashmir Fruits

How do you see the rail link integrating
Kashmir into the mainland?

The line will boost travel, trade, and tourism
in Jammu and Kashmir. Travel time from
Jammu to Srinagar is halved. The Kashmiri
golden apple, cherries, dry fruits, Pashmina
shawl, and handicrafts will have quicker and
easier access to global markets. During a recent
interaction with local Kashmiris, they
expressed a firm belief that the rail line will
bring back the glory days and vibrancy of
tourism. It is not only a dream come true but
also a rekindling of hope for a Viksit Kashmir as
part of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

nel, south of Kashmir, the rice fields grow sparse
and the mountain passes higher. Vegetation van-
ishes as the craggy, jagged surface of the Hima-
layas emerges with ridges and troughs. Banihal
station, nestled in mountain ridges, is the only
stop. The train enters the mouth of a mountain
only to pass into another within minutes.

The 36 tunnels turn the journey into an expe-
rience of praxinoscope, with eyes catching mere
fleeting images. Passengers pull out mobile
phones and get up from their seats to catch a
glimpse of Anji Khad, India's first cable-stayed
railway bridge. At 331 metres above the riverbed,
it stretches 725 metres and is anchored by 96
high-tensile cables. Crossing the deep Anji river
valley, the train heads for the Banihal-Katra sec-
tion, snow-capped peaks visible in the distance.
The Anji is a tributary of the Chenab.

The Chenab Rail Bridge, spanning 1,315
metres, has become a major attraction for
to board the train. It has been built to last 120
years and endure wind speeds of up to 260 km
per hour. Khalid Majeed, a civil engineering stu-
dent, is travelling with friends to see the bridge,
which stands 359 metres above the riverbed. The
world’s highest railway arch bridge is 35 metres
higher than the Eiffel Tower in Paris.

As mobile phones struggle to record the

and and g i Cold
Chain :\ssoclanun\

However, Javed says many questions remain
unanswered so far: "How soon will the refrigerat-
ed train start? How will the point-to-point supply
chain of apples be handled? As perishables re-
quire a fast and dedicated service, how afforda-
ble and accessible will that supply chain be made
to small farmers?”

In the wake of the Pahalgam terror attack, the
train represents hope for the tourism sector too.
“We expect a major jump in tourist footfall in the
coming months. The Valley must upgrade tou-
rism infrastructure to cater to bigger volumes,”

| says Nasir Shah, managing director of Culture

and Nature Expeditions, which organises adven-
ture holidays within Kashmir. He also sees many
youth joining the tourism industry in Kashmir in
the years to come.

The Abdullahs on the train

In the executive coach is National Conference
leader Farooq Abdullah, 87. He guides his grand-
sons Zamir and Zahir, both in their 20s, to their
seats. They order food from one of the four me-
nus that cater to north and south Indian tastes.
The only thing from the area is Kashmiri pulao.

On the train, Abdullah speaks to reporters, his
eyes moist, saying: “Our long-awaited dream has
been fulfilled. It will reduce the cost of travel for
ordinary Kashmiris, especially students and pa-
tients. Besides, the train is also the first step to-
wards reducing ‘dil ki doori (gulf of hearts)’. More
steps are needed.”

Zamir, who has lived across Kashmir and Del-
hi, says, “Beyond basic transportation, it's an
economic catalyst for Jammu and Kashmir. We
are already seeing spontaneous tourism growth
as pilgrims from Katra are travelling to Kashmir
and exploring new routes.” He hopes to see other
changes, like youth exploring education and em-
ployment opportunities and women travelling
for jobs. His pride is in Kashmir’s “majestic val-
leys” seen from “this engineering marvel”.

' ¢
The Vande Bharat Expeess between Srinagar and Katra at a platioem in Srinagar; the world's highest raibway arch bvldp aver the Chenab river, at aheight of 359 metres above the riverbed. msu NissR
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Crash and burn

Indias aviation sector needs to address
safety concerns

he first hull loss of the ‘Dreamliner’, one

of aviation's most advanced twin-aisle air-

craft, is one that is unsettling, more so

when there have been recent examples of surviv-
ability in modern widebody jets. The tragic end
to Air India flight AlI71, on June 12 - there was
one surviving passenger - just minutes after its
lﬂulffrmnAhmedabadlnr!m\dearmM
it touched a recorded barometric altitude of 625
feet, will be under much global scrutiny. That the
crew were faced with a sudden and sharp turn of
events on the 11-plus-year-old Boeing 787-8, a
plane with ample avionics redundancy, and relia-
ble twin engines — the GEnx-1B67, rated at 67,000
Ibs of thrust each - has led to much speculation
about the cause. Ewemhmmmedreasom
such as issues with load planning, ambient air
and engine per wing sur-
fa:esemng:,andmabmjhn Inducted by Air
India during its government-owned days, as part
of a 68-aircraft deal signed with Boeing in 2006,
the subfleet of 787-8s has played a role in its medi-
um to long-haul network expansion to Europe,
the Far East and Australia. The plane’s global sa-
fety record has been strong in general, but it has
zlsobcmanmcmﬁtypeﬁmhasmszdsum

These have included

qualnyonmml ‘whistle-blower" mmzms,en

alsymmmlhalhdmmvzwm‘ldmde

y locator
bmryﬁmd!ztausedl&atdmage and, in
2024, an in-flight upset that was linked to a fea-
ture in the flight deck crew seat.

All eyes will be on how the airline’s new own-
er, Tata Sons (with a 25.1% shareholding by Singa-
pore Airlines Limited), steers its upenuons and

id safety after an ‘unp
ed' four-airline merger. The group is in the mld
dle of executing Vihaan. Al the airline’s ‘transfor-
mational roadmap over five years', with the
appointment of a *head of group safety, security
and quality’ integral to this. In parallel, the airline
has also faced scrutiny by India’s civil aviation
regulatory body, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation. With a formal investigation, that in-
cludes international participation, having been
initiated, in keeping with aviation protocols, the
complexities that a first-time 787 crash analysis
could throw up should be ironed out. At the 8ist
International Air Transport Association annual
general meeting and World Air Transport Sum-
mit in New Delhi last week, India was recognised
to be one of the largest aviation markets. Howev-
er, its rapidly expanding aviation sector needs to
address the challenges, which include safety, on
the ground and in the air.
nation
Israel has pushed West Asia into
asecurity abyss

srael’s strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities, ata

time when Washington and Tehran were in

talks, are brazenly illegal, reckless and
dangerous. If there was any possibility of resolv-
ing the nuclear issue through dialogue, Israel has
practically killed it. That Donald Trump, despite
his repeated warnings, failed to stop America’s
closest ally from launching the attacks — threa-
tening his own diplomatic push - Suggests that
the U.S. President was either not serious about
his words or had limited influence. Israel’s over-
night attack targeted the Natanz nuclear enrich-
ment facility, ballistic missile factories and the re-
sidences of Iran’s top nuclear scientists and
military chain of command. In retaliation, Iran
launched a drone attack, with most shot down.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei has pro-
mised a harsh response. If Iran launches ballistic
missiles, which seems likely, Israel would carry
out more attacks, as Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu has indicated. So what possibly awaits
West Asia are prolonged attacks and counterat-
tacks, with potential regional spillover effects.

There are legitimate concerns ahou Iran’s nu
clear p It has enrich i
Goxpumy.wayabuvemegndzfuruvﬂmpur
poses. Israel says Iran was making attempts to
build a bomb in secret. While the IAEA says Iran
has enough highly enriched uranium to make
bombs, there is no conclusive evidence to sug-
gest that Iran has moved in this direction. Tehran
once agreed to scuttle its nuclear programme in
return for the lifting of sanctions as part of the
multilateral agreement in 2015, but it was Mr.
Trump who sabotaged the agreement. And when
Mr. Trump, in his second term, offered dialogue,
the Iranians seized it. But what Iran got instead
was an attack on its nuclear plants. Israel did this
as it knew it could get away with any form of ag-
gression, thanks to the U.Ss military, political
and diplomatic support. Israel has behaved like a
rogue nation ever since the October 7 attack by
Hamas. It is facing allegations of committing ge-
nocide after its destruction in Gaza that has killed
over 54,000 Palestinians. It routinely bombs Le-
banon despite a ceasefire with Hezbollah. It has
carved up more territories in Syria after the col-
lapse of the Assad regime. And now, by attacking
Iran, Tel Aviv has pushed West Asia into a deeper
security abyss. Israel’s unchecked militarism is
closing the space for diplomacy in a tumultuous
region. If the conflict spills over into the Gulf wa-
ters and kingd it would be ¢ phic for
the global economy, e ially for India whose
millions of citizens work and live in the region.
There must be an immediate, coordinated inter-
national effort to rein in the Jewish state and re-
boot diplomacy to restore stability in West Asia.
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The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder

here is a version of Murphy's law

which says that “if there is a possibility

of several things going wrong, the one

that will cause the most damage will be
the one to go wrong”™.

The fiery end to Air India flight AlI71 at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, on June 12, 2025, just after
its departure for London Gatwick, is a rude
wake-up call - one that has been sounded for
several years. But the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), the judiciary, the statutory body the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the
Airports Authority of India (AAD) and all airlines
in India have been turning a blind eye to the need
to ensuring stringent training and safety
standards. Sound bites such as the one about
India being the fastest growing aviation system
have all come to nothing due to years of
corruption and political manipulation in the
system. A major failure in India is the complete
lack of accountability. Other than pilots being
blamed, no one else has been held accountable.
The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder.

Downward slide

After every major crash, with the
Indian Airlines Airbus A320 crash (1C605) in
Bangalore on February 14, 1990, followed by an
Alliance Air Boeing 737 crash (CD7412) at Patna on
July 17, 2000, an Air India Express crash (IX-812)
in Mangaluru on May 22, 2010 and another Air
India Express crash at Kozhikode (IX1344) on
August 7, 2020, the aviation authorities have been
lulled into co . The crash of the Air
India Boeing 787 at Ahmedabad is another
accident in the chain. Meanwhile, the same set of
people continue to be at their desks even as
safety and training have been on a downward
slide over the years. The lack of accountability
and the inaction have cost the lives of hundreds
of passengers.

Take the case of the Union Minister of Civil
Aviation. After every crash, the first statement
made is to defend the safety standards of airports
in India even when there are blatant violations of
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
standards. It is no exaggeration to say that
accident investigators are picked and chosen on
the basis of who will toe the line and place the
blame squarely on pilots. There have been
violations in the Ahmedabad accident. We have
had the DGCA i a statemnent that is in clear
violation of ICAD standards — naming the pilots
who were involved in the crash. No other country
would mention the names of the crew even in the

persons who seek publicity in these crucial

is a former airline

instructor pilat and
aviation safety
adviser, Me is also

& former member of
the Civil Aviation
Safety Adviscry
Council (CASAC), India

The air crash in
Ahmedabad is a
wake-up call,
and aviation
officials and
airlines in India
need to ensure
stringent
training and
safe flight
operations

organisations and positions. India has one of the
concerned. After the crash in |

weakest judicial systems as far as aviation safety is

shallow due to possible partial thrust loss as a
result of bird ingestion in both engines.
Th the nose is raised and the aircraft

interest litigation was filed that listed irrefutable
data and safety violations by the MoCA, the
DGCA, the AAl and Air India. A Bench of the
Supreme Court of India swept this aside by
passing on the case file to the MoCA to check
whether this was a valid case.

the coffin of aviation safety. Apart from the last
crash, at Kozhikode, there have been so many
accidents and serious incidents, but things carry
on without any accountability. The loss of over
300 lives in Ahmedabad (the passengers and also
local residents) should shake the people in the
system who are in slumber. Even the Pakistan
Supreme Court comes down very hard on its
aviation regulator and airlines.

evidence
The video recordings and images of the

are the only sources of information available at
this moment. The'zke-oifcapmmdoﬂmx

a public

This was a move that hammered the last nail in

Ahmedabad accident that are out on social media

appears to descend slowly with a high nose angle.
The aircraft appears to have stalled and the
impact on the building with the tail section
intact, points to a stall. The Digital Flight Data
Recorder and Cockpit Voice Recorder will give us
the clear picture.
The second reason that may have caused the
partial thrust loss could be Foreign Obj
Damage such as what happened to the Air France
Concorde flight (AF4590) on July 25, 2000 while
on a flight from Charles De Gaulle airport in Paris
to New York. The crash was caused by a metallic
strip that had fallen from a flight that had taken
off minutes earlier. It was lying on the runway
and punctured the wheel of the Air France plane.
Fragments from the exploding tyre hit the fuel
tank, causing a leak and fire. All lives were Jost
“ﬂlsomehialmzsonﬂlegrmmdl!wml.ldbe
whether similar
happened to the Air India flight. The most
intriguing part of the video is of the aircraft’s
extended

Ahmedabad airport has led to more i
There is much speculation about the flaps of the
aircraft not having been configured for take-off.
All modern Boeing aircraft, which includes the
Boeing 787, have take-off configuration warnings
and no pilot would attempt a take-off if all
conditions are not met. There is also much
commentary floating around about this flight

leading flight data provider clearly shows that the
crew used the full length of the runway, from the
beginning. The initial part of the CCTV footage

amount of grass along the sides of the runway.
The southwest monsoon has arrived, but
monsoon preparation mandates the mowing of
grass at airports to less than three inches before
the rains arrive. This will aid in reducing insects
and worms which would otherwise attract bird
life. Ahmedabad has a history of bird menace in
the airport area.

The initial take-off acceleration of the Air India
plane appears normal until lift off. Going by the

having taken off from an intersection. Data from a

from the airport clearly shows the growth of a fair

landing gear throughout the climb till
the final If there had been bird
ingestions in both engines, the loud noise may

have been due to a compressor stall, which could
have created what is called the startle effect.

The DGCA's statement which mentions the
names of the pilots and their experience levels,
also says that the captain was line training
captain. Was this a training flight? And was the
copilot at the controls? In such a situation, the
change of controls and the partial loss of thrust
could have been ing and may have
been a reason for the crew to miss landing gear
retraction. If the gears had been raised, the drag
would have not been present and the aircraft
would have had a better climb gradient to clear
the obstacles on the ground.

Focus areas in the

With global aviation bodies such as the National
Transportation Board from the United
States, and the Air Accidents Investigation Branch
from the United Kingdom now a part of the crash
investigation, the officials should also look at

of the sole vivor and also
a video grab quoting a person during a television
interview, a loud thud has been reported about
30 seconds after lift off. It is quite possible that
birds flying close to the runway in search of
worms and insects may have got sucked into the
powerful aircraft engines and caused a
compressor stall at the point of rotation. The lift
off and initial climb appear shallow before the
nase is raised high. But the climb rate is very

bstacles in the take-off funnel. The building
which the aircraft crashed into was multi-storied
(one plus five floors, according to a report).
Having a seventy-foot structure so close to the
take-off path should be investigated. This should
also be a lesson for authorities in India not to
issue no objection certifications for construction

activity by caving in to political pressure.
Whether we will learn lessons from this
tragedy is the big question.

Endgame of a 2,611-yeamld Jewish-Persian enmity +

espite mutual loathing, Israeli Prime

Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei agreed yesterday about the primordial
significance of their latest conflict. While Mr.
Netanyahu called it “a decisive moment in Israel’s
history”, Khamenei was equally definitive in his
wverdict: “With this crime, the Zionist regime
sealed for itself a bitter and painful destiny."

Inflection point
Indeed, June 13, 2025, when Israel launched its
“Rising Lion" operation to obliterate Iran's
nu:le:r:ndmmlelhreal is to go down as an
important inflection point in the epochal legacy
of Jewish-Persian conflict dating back to 586 BCE
when the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar Il
destroyed the first Jewish temple and obliterated
the Kingdom of Judah. The current unfolding
Israeli campaign leverages the gains from 21
maonths of war against Iran and its proxies by
waging a short-but-intense
technology-and-intelligence-driven blitzkrieg. It
began with a multi-pronged, well-coordinated
attack on Iran’s hard and soft strategic
infrastructure, hitting the nuclear, missile and
human assets. More than 200 Israeli air force jets
attacked over 100 targets. Among the highvalue

is & retired Indian
Ambassador
specialising in West
Asia and ol affairs

and ive assets needed
toanzcklnnswell—defmdud underground
nuclear facilities.
While the United States and other friends of
Israel have called for a diplomatic solution, the
circumstantial evidence suggests the contrary.

instead applying “maximum pressure” on Iran,
which was tightened further during Donald
Trump’s second term. Saudi Arabia was pressed

revenues. America launched heavy air attacks on
al-Houthis, forcing them to abandon their

P C on
June 12, the western countries got the
Ima-namnaummlcl".nergyAmsnmrdd

for violating its nuclear commitments. The

passage of this resolution a day before Israeli

military action was perhaps intended to provide

legal cover for the latter. The recent and sudden

US. overtures towards Islamabad can also be

explamedbyﬂmneedmhm!shkmm Iran's
1 with the longest

bonder.
Arab world’s apprehensions

Trump 1.0 tore up the nuclear agreement in 2018,

to unwind OPEC+ oil production curbs to create a
global oil glut to curb Iran's clandestine oil export

G to adopt a [ Iran

consequences in the region and beyond. It would
dependonwhedlerlsmlcanxmmphshm

ically without either backlash or
mlhteuldamagz such as radioactivity and
contamination. Iran may be able to withstand the
onslaught and live to fight another day. This
would not only run counter to Israeli strategy for
a short, surgical strike but also force hitherto
uncommitted Iranian masses to stand along the
beleaguered regime facing an external threat. The
unilateral adventurism against Iran further
isolates Israel from the Third World. In case the
hostilities protract over a long period, the costs
would add to the global economy’s existing
travails due to other regional conflicts and tariff
wars. The resultant higher inflation due to an oil
price surge, lower growth, disrupted supply
chains and stock market mayhem may burden us
all. It belies Donald Trump's boast about him
stopping the “endless wars” that other US.
Presidents unleashed.

Looking ahead

The conflicts often defy their neat prognosis, and
this one could well pan out very differently from
its initial choreography, under which Tehran is
defanged and left to its own devices, akin to
Saddam Hussein's Iraq after Operation Desert

targets assassinated were the chief of staff of the Israel's The largely Sunni Arab world has mixed feelings Storm in 1991.
Armed Forces, the commanders of the operations about the Israel-Iran hostilities. It has little love On the other hand, a wounded Iran could well
lutionary Guards and Ci i against Ir:.m lost for either of them but is deeply apprehensive | expand the conflict to inflict retributions upon
as well as six nuclear scientists, . about any blowback from Iran or its proxies. This | pro-western states that it perceives to be
The campaign was well prepared for by both were limited to may come in several ways, such as disrupting the | accomplices in the Israeli invasion. This may well
Israel and its friends, many of whom comered eliminating oil flow through the Strait of Hormuz through drag in the United States directly, with
Iran. Since the October 7, ZOZlmadbyHamas Tehran's which a fifth of global oil supplies pass daily, mmqmdmmgﬁumafmdm
lsnelhns:ysmnznmlly Iranian strategic mzduzgmuh;hwsihhlymmgsmd change in Tehran to a kaleidoscopic redraw
proxies. Further, the ouster of the pro-Iran capabilities, but inciting Shia minorities against Sunni regimes. regumal papolm:s.
al-Assad regime in Syria denied Iran the first line may have The regional instability may also revive their with hydrocarb has
of defence facing Israel. Provocative f terrorist campaigns by non-state actors such as lumdmsedaﬂudurmm estimated to have
assassinations on Iranian soil pushed Iran into u'nm ISIS and al-Qaeda. cost it up to $100 billion, to ensure its national
launching missile attacks on Israel, triggering consequences in Though the day-old Israeli operations are security. The current turn of events may entitle
Iﬂwhmalmmszpmh-annnawdduus. the region limited to eliminating lranian strategic many to wonder if this imprudent quest had
Israel also beefed up its multilayered air defence and beyond capabilities, they may have unforeseen exactly the opposite effect.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Operation Rising Lion energy supplies. This UN and regional powers, of India-U.S. ties is like. Air safety Ahmedabad, but more often
Israel’s strikes on some of tit-for-tat brinkmanship must act swiftly to There is also another report | In an interview to a than not, all these inquiries
Iran's facilities mark a undermines ongoing de-escalate tensions and of General Michael Kurilla YouTube channel, Captain end with the authorities
ion in an i i A revive meaningful dialogue having praised Pakistan for Mohan Ranganathan, an signing up on the dotted
already volatile West Asian espedially the already before the situation spirals its "counter-terror efforts” aviation safety expert, has line and not caring about
theatre. While Israel cites 'ﬂgle Inn nuclear deal beyond control. and helping the US. said that Ahmedabad the real conditions.
preemptive security it &y achieve its objectives in the airport is known to have a Therefore, if the inquiry is to
concerns, such unilateral raises the spectre of a Chennai region {June 11). This runs high risk factor of bird hits be impartial, it should
actions risk provoking nuclear arms race in the counter to India's repeated and that most airports in include committed experts.
severe retaliation from region, as other nations U.S. ties, the line that Pakistan is the India function in violation of | The government must
Tehran, which could engulf may seek similar deterrents. | A report that the Pakistani of ism. ional Civil Aviation implement safety
the region in wider conflict. India, with its strategic ties Army Chief General has Such reports only Organization and recommendations.
Iran's possible military or to both Israel and Iran, and been invited to an event in strengthen doubts about Directorate General of Civil N.G.R. Prasad,
proxy-based response may its dependence on Gulf Washington DC on the America being a 'reliable Aviation rules. The Chennai
destabilise not just Israel energy routes, has cause for | occasion of U.S. Army Day, partner’ government may have set Letters emailed to
but also the Gulf states, concern. The intemnational on June 14, makes one Yash Pal Ralhan, up an inquiry ittee to indu.co.in
threatening vital global community, particularty the | wonder what the true state | Jalandhar, Punjab probe the crash at must carry the postal address.
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Skyfall in Ahmedabad

On June

12, an Air India aircraft carrying 242 passengers and crew members crashed into the B.J. Medical

College in Meghani Nagar, just moments after take-off in Ahmedabad. The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner burst into
flames, killing 241 people aboard and several others in the medical college dining mess and its premises.
Jagriti Chandra and Abhinay Deshpande report on one of the worst aviation disasters in recent history

Ahmedabad

Xi

urajbhai Patani sits silently in an autor-

ickshaw on the premises of Ahmeda

bad’s Civil Hospital in Gujarat. Just hours

earlier, on June 12, his son, 15-year-old
Akash, had rushed to deliver lunch to his wife, Si
taben, at her tea stall in Meghani Nagar, about 5
kilometres from the airport. Now, Akash’s body is
lying in the hospital morgue, while Sitaben is
fighting for her life in the trauma care centre, just
a few meters away.

Sitaben and Akash were not on the Air India
passenger plane, which crashed into the BJ.
Medical College in Meghani Nagar just moments
after take-off in Ahmedabad. Yet the tragedy
killed Akash in an instant.

Suraj is torn between grief and relief. “Should
1 be distraught that my son has died or happy that
my wife has survived,” he asks.

Vishalbhai, Akash's brother-in-law, says Sita
was at her usual work spot near the medical col
lege when Akash, a Class 9 student at a private
school, brought her lunch. “She told me that as
she started eating, he lay down on a wooden cot,”

says Vishal. “Suddenly the aircraft crashed and
burst into flames. Akash was burnt alive.”
Suraj, an autorickshaw driver, was on duty
when the disaster struck. He learned of the ac
cident 30 minutes later and rushed to the
scene only to learn that his son was no more.

Air India announced later that 241 of the 242
passengers and crew had died in the crash. There
is no confirmation yet on the number of deaths in
the medical college and elsewhere in the area
although rescuers estimate a death toll of at least
50 people. After the crash, the Tata Group, Air In-
dia's owners, announced 1 crore compensation
to the families of those who lost their lives. The
Group said that they would also cover the medi
cal expenses of those injured and ensure that
they receive the necessary care and support. Ad
ditionally, it stated that it would provide support
in rebuilding the medical college.

“No money can replace him," says Suraj sob
bing, on being told about the compensation. Su
raj now hovers between the trauma care centre,
where Sita battles severe burns, and the morgue,
where Akash's body awaits post-mortem. Like
many others, he has given his DNA sample to
doctors and hopes to get his son's bndv soon.

Relatives say Sita’s survival is a “miracle,” but
they are unable to fully appreciate ll during this
moment of loss. “He was just a boy," Vishal says,
clutching his own toddler. “All he did was to help
his mother.”

The crash

At 1.38 p.m. on June 12, the aircraft, a Boeing
7878 Dreamliner, steered by pilot in command
Sumit Sabharwal, and co-pilot Clive Kunder, took
off from Ahmedabad's Sardar Vallabhai Patel In
ternational Airport for London's Gatwick Air
port. It was carrying 169 Indians, 53 British na
tionals, seven Portuguese, and one Canadian;
there were 12 crew members,

Just seconds after taking off and climbing to a
height of about 600 feet, the aircraft began a
shallow descent, according to flight radar data. It
then quickly crashed into a building and burst in-
to flames, according to CCTV footage from the

es

How can
both
engines of
sucha
massive
plane fail at
once? Who
cleared this
alrcraft for
take-off? It
was clearly a
death rap
RAFIQ

Relaive of
passenger,

Syed Javid All

airport. Residents of the area say they heard an
explosion. The Directorate General of Civil Avia
tion says the pilots had issued a mayday call mo-
ments before the crash.

By 10 p.m., the smell of charred flesh, chemi
cal fumes, and aviation fuel had permeated the
air in Ahmedabad's Civil Hospital. The wailing
sound of ambulance sirens constantly pierced
the air. Volunteers who were directing traffic and
managing the crowd blew whistles. The hospital
staff made announcements on loudspeakers for
relatives who were seeking news of loved ones.

Outside the hospital's post-mortem division,
dozens of stretchers, draped in white sheets,
lined the road. Besides relatives and helpers, a
swarm of journalists had gathered around with
cameras and notepads. By then, Air India had an
nounced that 241 of the 242 passengers had died
in the crash. Among the dead was former Gujarat
Chief Minister, Vijay Rupani, who was on his way
to London to meet his wife and daughter. One
passenger had miraculously survived.

On June 13, Prime Minister Narendra Modi ar-
rived at the accident site along with the Aviation
Minister, Ram Mohan Naidu. As he inspected the
site, the tail section of the aircraft could still be
seen jutting out of a corner of the hostel dining
area. Fragments of the aircraft's wing and engine
cover could also be seen on the sandy ground
separating the hostel mess from other buildings
on campus, where typically children gather to
play cricket, according to residents, The remain
ing parts of the aircraft, including its engines, the
fuselage, and the nose appear to have been con
sumed by the ferocious inferno.

The black box has been retrieved from the
building. The DGCA has ordered Air India to car
ry out additional maintenance action on all Boe-
ing 787-8 and 7879 aircraft equipped with Genx
engines, including checks before departure.

A lunch that turned tragic

According to a security guard who was on duty at
the medical college at the time of the crash, near

Iy 1,200 residents gather at the men's hostel mess

for lunch between noon and 3 p.m. “Fortunately,
the crash happened at the time the lunch break
was concluding, or else the casualties would have
been much higher,” says the guard, who helped
pull out bodies from the wreckage.

The guard recalls hearing a loud noise. When
he rushed to the site, he saw huge plumes of
smoke coming out of the building. “The smoke
was so thick that it was impossible to see the sur
roundings,” he says. He couldn't believe his eyes
when he figured out that an aircraft had pierced
through the building.

Personnel of the Central Industrial Security
Force, deployed at the airport, were among the
first responders, says the guard. "They arrived
within 20 minutes, while the fire brigade arrived
within 45 minutes. Then multiple other agencies
came to help in rescue efforts, including the Na
tional Disaster Relief Force,” he says.

One of the guard’s colleagues was injured in
the crash and is being treated at the hospital. “He
was stationed at the residential complex of the in
tern doctors. That is the area that bore the maxi
mum brunt of the crash in the hostel premises,”
the guard says.

The residential complex of the intern doctors
had turned into a hot furnace, which made it im
possible for rescuers to approach the building,
the guard adds. He says bodies could be removed
only when the fire tenders arrived on the scene.

An anxious wait

The hospital morgue has been pushed to its
breaking point. Doctors and staff have trans
formed the post-mortem waiting area into an
emengency mortuary. “We had no choice. The
numbers were beyond our capacity,” says a har
ried hospital worker. To slow decomposition of
bodies, authorities have installed multiple air
conditioners. They say they are buying time for
DNA identification so that families can claim their
loved ones, So far, the bodies of six victims have
been handed over to their families after identifi
cation on Friday, say the police.

Rafig, from Mumbai's Goregaon, sits outside
the morgue. His nephew, Syed Javid Ali, a 36
year-old hotel manager in London, had just cele
brated his mother Fareeda’s birthday before
boarding the flight back to the UK. on June 12. His
family is now left waiting for his remains.

“How can both engines of such a massive
plane fail at once,” Rafiq asks. “Who cleared this
aircraft for takeoff? It was clearly a death trap.”

Rafiq says Syed had lived in London for more
than 15 years. He visited India occasionally to see
his mother. Syed's family had given their DNA
samples at 4 a.m. and were clinging onto the
hope of claiming his body. They were told it
would take at least 72 hours.

When officials announce financial aid for vie-
tims' families, Rafiq says, "They talk about mo
ney, but all we want is our child to come back. All
we want are answers."

Providing DNA samples
At the B.J. Medical College on the premises of Ci
vil Hospital, relatives have been escorted into the
auditorium to submit DNA samples. Among them
is a woman from Bengaluru. Sitting alone on a
bench, she says her brother was on the flight. She
es to say anything more. “Respect my priva
cy,” she says. The woman gives her sample, re
turns, and breaks down. Volunteers give her wa
ter and guide her through the paperwork.
Ahmedabad's Ellis Bridge MLA, Amit Shah,
and Amraiwadi MLA, Dr. Hasmukh Patel, assist
the families in the DNA sample collection pro
cess, They say they began working at 6 a.m. “The
party (Bharatiya Janata Party, in power at the
centre and in Gujarat) has assigned us to remain
at the medical college and help facilitate the DNA
sampling process. Once our six-hour shift ends,

We don't know if my mother and daughter
are alive. My mother cooks for junior doctors,
and my wife and I deliver lunch boxes to the
resident doctors, Deep down, | fear the worst,
RAVIKUMAR THAKUR

two other MLAs will take over,” they say.

Ravi Kumar Thakur stands on the auditorium
dais. He is waiting anxiously for any information
about his mother, 50-year-old Sarala Prahalad
Thakur, who works as a cook at the hostel. She
had been in the rear section of the building,
where the aircraft had struck, along with his two-
year-old daughter, Adhya, he says.

“We don’t know if my mother and daughter
are alive,” Ravi says. “My mother cooks for junior
doctors, and my wife and 1 deliver lunch boxes to
the resident doctors. All of us serve the doctors
here, and our house is opposite the outpatient
block. My DNA sample has been taken. Deep
down, I fear the worst.” Ravi says his five-year-old
son, Madhav, had just finished lunch and was
playing near the laundry area when the plane hit
the building. “Somehow, he escaped unscathed.
It is a miracle,” Ravi says.

Recalling the chaos following the crash, Ravi
recalls how the building was engulfed in thick
black smoke. “People were screaming and run-
ning for their lives. We have been searching all
day through the rubble for my mother and little
girl, but we haven't found them,” he says. He
stares at a video on his phone. It shows Sarala
laughing as she feeds Adhya.

Across the civil hospital campus, volunteers
from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
the BJP's ideological wing, can be spotted in their
trademark white shirts and khaki pants. They
move swiftly through the crowds, along with the
State police, directing grieving families and distri-
buting food and water.

Authorities have started the process of return
ing the dead to their loved ones. Bodies that
could be visually identified were released after
autopsy. Among them was Aryan Rajput, a 19
year-old first-year MBBS student from Gwalior.
The promising young doctor had been eating
lunch in the medical college hostel mess when
the aircraft hit the building.

“Aryan’s body was identified without DNA test-
ing. So the autopsy was conducted and his mortal
remains are being sent to his native place. He was
a bright student,” says Aryan's senior in college,
who was assisting with the procedures.

Passenger 11A

Vishwashkumar Ramesh, the sole survivor of the
crash, told a reporter from Doordarshan, the
state service television channel, that he still can-
not fathom how he made it out alive. Prime Mi
nister Modi visited Ramesh at the Civil Hospital
and enquired about his condition.

Ramesh, 45, who was sitting near the emer-
gency exit in 1A, recalled that moments after
take off from Ahmedabad, the aircraft appeared
to stall. “For a moment, 1 thought 1 would die, but
when my eyes opened, | was alive. | saw that air
hostesses and aunties and uncles had died.”

His side of the aircraft did not hit the hostel
building. This, he said, gave him a slim chance to
escape. “The aircraft landed on the ground.
There was some space on my side. When the
door broke open, | removed my belt and ex-
ited. My left hand got burnt in the fire but |
walked out of the crash site,” he said.

Jagriti chandragthefimdu. co.im
deshpande abhmayithehindu.co.m
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Colossal tragedy

Boeing & Air India have their tasks cut out as in aviation,
what’s paramount is the brand’s identity with safety

HE CRASH OF AirIndia flight A1 171 isa national tragedy, mark-
ing one of the deadliest air disasters the country has seen. The

sheer scale of di is bing. As details ¢ to
emerge, full clarity on what caused the cnshwill take time.Avi-
ation igations are meticulous by ity. Yet, even as the due
process unfolds,one conclusiond d —Lhalsafetyinavla-
tion, whether in ring or i a gotiable

frontier. It will not be wrong to say ¢ that the systems meant to m!orce it
have failed before,and the penalties for lapses have clearly not been able
toact asasufficient deterrent. The track record of both Boeing, the man-
ufacturerof the aircraft, and Air India, the carrier, is troubling enough to

Opinion

NDIA IS FACING a summer of
extremes. Delhi is sweltering in
heat and humidity with tempera-
tures regularly crossing 40°Ceven
as it grapples with occasional
thunderstorms. Keeping the erratic
nature of this summer aside, a recent
analysis by the Council on Energy, Envi-
ronment and Water (CEEW) found that
579 of Indian districts, home to over

- S

@® MODERN EURO-INDIAN TIES
Union external affairs minister S Jaishankar

Today's Europe is more self-aware, self-reliant

and strategically autonomous, and will want to
look for partners who can work with Europe in that

® MANAGING THE COOLING BOOM
HOW WE SCALE COOLING TODAY WILL DETERMINE WHETHER WE MERELY SURVIVE THE HEAT OR THRIVE

Cooling without power overload

HIMANSHU DIXIT
DISHA AGARWAL

Respectively programme associate and senior
programme lead, Council on Energy,
Ervironment and Water (CEEW)

respect..That gives an additional impetus to
India-Europe relations

storage should be promoted to meet ris-
ing peak demand amxdahly States like
Gujarat,

led in rooftop solar adoption, easing day-
time load. But evening and night‘time
cooling demand surges—when solar
dips—continue to strain supply and raise
costs. States must reform tariffs and
enable business models that promote
solar-plus-storage deployments to meet

raise serious questions. While no airline is without flaws, the evidence in ;hreer;lf;:nm of ";: gl;ol;uhﬁm. nT;w growat~1 lly. This surgy . Mmm perenergy efficient mmhﬂmdﬂm’-ﬂm ﬂdw
beyor incldenc: even ace to very eat risk. The g ng models
Bozlnx;:_wgo G“ ?d m;.?)’lnlu :th ::;An::l:l"?h' occurrences of very warm nights are ris- tricity demand, particularly during peak ACs must also be addressed. A targeted for hrge -scale stand-alone storage,
TR WA HOUDE l}‘:lru & af” seen: Eapestad) pe S0 com> ing fasterthan hot days,and humidity is hours. Already, over the past five years, replacement scheme,as proposed by the already underway in some mus,an be
promising core aspects of ne safety and service. up 10%in parts of north lndla Thismix = peak demand in major states has out- could offer for clusters.

The aircraft involved, a Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, had flown nearly drivi for  paced total energy demand growth. By exchanging oldef units. Hawever ufe Fourth, paslve cooling strategies
8,000 cycles over 11 years, not ak lly old by i ional stan- cooling — fromair-conditioners (ACs)to ~ 2035,roomAC couldaccount forup should be brought to the mainstream to
dards. Dreamliners were hailed as next-gen marvels when introduced in coolersand fznsThls hx‘uﬂous impli-  to 180 GW—nearlya third of India’s pro- units 't reliance on Jamve cooling.
2011, but the fleet has been dogged by a series of alarming technical gridstability, devening peakdemand. Second, the integration of “““5'“8" Designm: A
faults over the years. Battery fires grounded the global fleet in 2013. and buikling cimate rsilince. T Sane o Dhe miia | el siing cmolopies e e | o piica
Structural defects flagged by whistleblowers about f: rapi.d J to be scaled up. Building mxb:lldadnmkin thovs-
shortcuts like leaving structural gaps unfilled and even workers iump— s n to manage power loads, Managing India's account fu‘:P-SO% 5 S the therm,
ing on parts to force alignment sound unreal until one recalls Boeing’s point limit to 20°C (from 16°C] for  which can be further bol- cooling boomisnot  india usewith | ofwalls g al d
broader pattern of quality control lapses, including two 737 Max disas- and stered through a coordi ional—it's ial gestusers. y help
ters in 2018 and 2019,and the mid-air blowout of a Max 9 door plug in ments. The mandate is “W toshape | nated, mn:;:x‘mrvfo?md to lives and a“d:;;':nw that "““"'l gme(’g’m"r“ ‘"E:&Irh“ rsd"a,l:l:

> A na operational reen Homes at an Affor
{anu?:ziiobi m“%mh;"v{:ﬁs ll:e Dreamlllnerh:;;(heog achieve thsmalmmfm md avoid over- enagy efficiency mea- the planet. It is also a energydemandbyupto ~ Rate) 1l project in Rajkot under Gujarat’s
e e mounting credibility crisi realdamagelies in Seeoa cooling of spaces while reducing energy ~ sures with clean power frontline to  70Mubyadopting Housing Mission, is one such
of publictrust. Boeing h P but ility, not bills, Whyisthisimportant?In 2023, India ~ and limate ch tive, ditionalcool- | example.D pas-
public relations iswhat's needed. sold ~11 million room ACs—a number ~  able designs. Four imme- il ing ap such as ive desi 0-500h,
ide,Air India has hardly distinguished itself Since the Tata that jumped by 30% toarecord 14 mil- ~ diatestrategies stand out. district cooling systems mdudnggﬁdmmmkmnngther-
Gmup look m, the Dmﬁu Gex\gﬂl of ch Avh!ion (DGCA) has lion units in 2024. These were mostly 3- First, we must double-down on (like Gujarat’s GIFT City), radiant cooling, mal comfort forall.
star labelled models, which and energy-efficient ACpur- | and high-efficiency retrofitting existing g g isnot
~300b more energy annually than 5-star chase, use and pg! g. C (such as UN House, New optioml—lt'l esunual to protect llves,
meﬂ! failures to mﬁ"g ﬂjlg!lts w‘:’;‘;’l‘;:i‘q“dmed crew. Each time, lhe units.T gr a s redy Delhi). New tech like non-vapour com-

& 2 e here,21.1 cut!lhel!" f“’f'y 20%comp vith i} the uptake ot'hlgher star-rated models. pression systems and Internet of Things- isalsoa !mnuine rrsponse to dlume
notenoug| 2 sales likely to exceed llion units by should promote bled energy toolsoffer |~ change. dhi
being denied wheelch Foranairline,the brand'sid, being 2030—significantly exceeding the 15% the total cost of hip s itymﬂmdyresluplnghuwandm
linked with safety i andAir Indiast harderon that. mprmieaedbyme India Cnolinp g " i )and: goodes be il plen g Ry g/

Thursday’s crash shows how such loose ends in safety oversight can, benefits of op! g | targeted ln u g to iy
and do,culminate in disaster. Of course, India’s skies remain largely safe. m’:fc Atock will expand 1ins Zoldby il:h 24“2::; 8 ot e Giéhantor thilye mysnlless ofie
The last major crash in India was in 2020. But that is no excuse for com- mal comfort, the cooler market willalso | ously, manufacturers must be incen- | solutions like rooftop solar with energy Views are personal

placency, especially in a country where air traffic is growing faster than
almost anywhere else in the world. Investigators from India’s Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), Boeing, and the US Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) must get to the bottom of what went wrong,
and the ﬂndmgx rnust lead to swifl and visible change. That includes
alike,and sharper punish-
ments forvi dangerlives. For(ar!oolmg.bodlﬂozingand
AirIndia have been allowed to deflect criticism with statements and set-
tlements. That must now end. This tragedy must serve as a turning point
for how aviation safety is enforced.

usm:z rules u.u

Crypto bros are arisk to
stability, just like trade

CIRCLE INTERNET GIOUP ln( 's hloddsusur initial puhlh: offering has lent an
auraof legi
akers on notice. With crypm gomg malmneam, they ‘need to assess lhe
threat it poses to global financial stability.
Citigroup Inc.is describing 2025 as a possible “ChatGPT moment” for stable-
coins,which its analysts have pegged fora sevenfold expansion overthe next five
. However, fnrthematlm to reach § 1.6 trillion by 2030, a lot of the dollars
heldas bankn Il h.
tokenized into the likes of Tether's USDT and Circle's USDC.
defend 1:1 into fiat money by parking funds in lig-

Competing with the dragon

India should take inspiration from the Chinese

- M MUNEER

Fortune-S00 advisor, start-up investor, and co-founder, Medici
Institute for Innovation | X: @MuneerMuh

playbook, but not copy it. It needs to innovate,

powered by a clear vision

THE VIKSIT BHARAT vision aspires

like Al, 5G, semiconductor fabrication,

mmngaveblrﬂ\mﬂnunndmlm

ing for capital-starved hi-tech domains.
STEM.

towardsa $30trilli y 2047 — F ) Y ups, ch. It hastaken 3- P
yet, barring bold  experts i 51 years to gennlmm suchan emsystem tutions: Curricula must be updated to
peg the timeline of crossing that mile-  parallel i without include Al, quantum theory, computa-

stone closer to 2050. Meanwhile, China
races ahead, predicled to touch $42 tril-

cupyutfzcuxyﬂoot China has smhhlly

excessive Western dependency. Institu-
tions like Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) have been given autonomy and
fnndmg to pursues moonshot research.

? De-1 rhhdmmﬂrm.dlvenlﬁad
capltal pool, and sustained funding
beyond hype cycles.

tional biology,and applied sciences. Co-
location of universities with research
parks and incubators should be insti-

Pont aelt
i f From

morphed into a deep-tech j
quan-

sl a decallé of
The current Al

tum com| ng, bdoxed:, and g.nzen
energy. This transformation is no acci-

supremacy was seeded in 2010.

Al Msmzndtylnlv

tiatives, the Chinese state has itself

become an enormous tech consumer by
Th

STEM human capital
China produces over 1.4 million scence,

dent; it's the product of architected state-
craft, Y

nationalistvision.
Indianowstandsatasi tcross-

ignificant
roads. It boasts of a formidable you!h

ics (STEM) graduates annually, which is
double that of the US. Its universities like

in a massive domestic market for new-
tech, giving startups an l

d. It will need 7-10 years to
see the impact on the industry-ready
talent pool.

R&D budget to 2% of GDP: India’s
paltry 0.65% cnhuo;{ion to R&D is
grossly inadequate. Elevating this to 2%
overfive Al materi-

tives take almost no time to mature. The

als science, quantum computing, and
green tech is non-negotiable. To build

uid assets in the currency they promise to pay out. Tsinghua and Peking rival the Massachu- impact has been terrific—Iterative learn- P P
The overwhelming majority of the $61 billion of USDC in circulation,and bulge, setts Institute of Technol ing, training data - property creation by 2035,
USDT's §155 billion in liabilities, are supported by short-term US government avibrant digital backbone. Yet, it la:lua (MIT) and Stanford in talent tion,and ue. this must happen now.
debt. More such digital dollars aremmlng.mg Ushmh have had discussions on DeepSeek moment. While the Chinese output, Initiatives like the India has the Ev ha ion cls We
ajoint stablec t gethe industry'sd to laybook holds critical cues, mimicry ~ Thousand Talents Plan tasm N ity, the go of India must d th d cultl
!heWillSnmlourml alone won't suffice. What India needs is p drainby 2
‘That will havea hugy ing i Barel, issuers offering lucrative research capital, market lancapitalismof China,butit  parks, investor hubs, and university
of ire biggerp in short-term US secu- powered by darity of vision and consis- grants, labs, and prestige. It size, and global can emulate its strategic alliances.
rities than amassed by major lnveswn like China, The hluers hunger for safe tency theChi- h decad dwill for its Here are six P
assets has its costs. It locks up - to reshape this talent land- o policy ln!ervennolu that racy. In 5-8 years, the impact will be visi-
authorities, banks, insurers a nsion providers. But what haj s when thll planks of policy thrust: peand awn molghl India's  ble in the form of graphical
vl:g gives way to a sudden loss of appetite? Cana Techno-nationalist industrial pol- grated ige economy 2047 trajectory: democratisation of innovation and miti-
stability? icy:In2015,Chinalaunched the"Madein where research transitions A national techno- gation of urban monocentrism.
A‘ChalGP‘r Moment' for Stablecoins? | Citigroup China 2025" industrial strategy,aimed  intoapplication. strategic doctrine: India needs a unify- The State as innovation incuba-
is gr 2030 d ing ten core By Silicon clusters with Chinese char- ing doctrine, echoing the ambition of  for:Indianeeds toinstitutionalise pro-
Arecent Bank for sectors. ibsid! Zones like Zh in “"Made in China 2025, but rooted in curement policies that privilege
ing paper has attempted to quantify the impact. A to state-backed venture capital, the gov- Beijing and Shenzhen's Greater Bay Area p The Niti. ' indi, tech—! for land
five-daystablecoin inflow of §3.5 billion triggered by P have been cultivated as high-density  lead this with global industry and acade- mmxdl Al in health diagnostics, or
-month T bill like DJ1 {drones), {t ),and biotopes. The mia and aim drones ln i Public
ylelds by about 2 to 2.5 basis points within 10 days. (Al). It tooka decads ensured the integ demi. hot sectors, benchmarks,andeth-  sector undenakings should become
ANDY That may not sound like much, especially since the gible results, which incdluded strategic Industry, and state labs ln th to Thes early adopters. The impact on start-ups
MUKHERIJEE shock doesn’t tend to reverberate in longer-dated decouy foreign tech d dk drive di for whulnn in pollcymaking and investor  will bevisible in 3-5 years.
bonds. Still, it's the unexpected crypto bust that needs cies, amelention of lmﬂgenous innova- faster market-readiness. It took around a confidence, Tangible results will be seen China's -tech leadership isof sus-
om—o—g tion, d d tained strategic fidelity. India has the

attention. Outflows could raise yields by two to three
times as much as inflows lower them.

As the trading data used inthe study are mostly from a growing market, they
“likely i effects under severe stress,”
authors RalhadAhmed md Ifiaki Aldannro write. Ultimately, though, it’s expan-
sion in activity that will add to risks. “The financial stability impact of such fire
sales may not be significant while the stablecoin sector is small, but this may
change" the researchers say.

’I'hese are ankal dmanth the US and China holdlng on to a fragile truce

of reprieve.
They must usethe mmrludempzyanemlon tnaypta M‘uull the emergence of
anew worri-
some!omunh!hznseofyield bearingsublecnh&

T f the exi: USDCand
USDT customers toward more remunerative alternatives. It could alw eatinto
deposits of banking institutions.

Making sure that stablecoins keep their promise of exchanging 1:1 to fiat
currency is challenging enough when they aren't paying interest. Things could
get tricky if they start aping savings products, but without deposit insurance.
Which is why yield-bearing coins are banned in Europe, Hong Kong and the
United Arab Emirates.

But US legjﬂadon isn’t quiu ready yet. Tether, the Incuni)ent leader, would

thou

might

agal . h nl paay

within a year of formulation and imple-

Wunbmmﬂum’s but today, these are localised centres for mentation.
R&DI gl i leadersh igne larto @odvdufmhsawnmmme.whaﬂt
$100 billion in 2006 to over $440 billion of i th ds, Indiashould establish
in 2022, makln[( it the second-largest  a unique mndel. titled "Guidance F\.lnd:' luver!lgn venture capital pools in collab- cutional tenaclty To panphrm Deng
spender, PPF) oration specifi- It doesn't matterwhetheracat
gical precision of the spends. Through  toseed tech ventures These fund.l now al)yﬁxhw: rhk,hhh rewani vznmres isblack orwhi e h f

five-yearplansandinnovation blueprints, over 2000 control nearly § ForIndia, the cok £ del i
the budget was channelled intosectors ~ Thi P ible impact in terms of financial scaffold- rial; solongasit

HE EDITOR
Minerals truce unintermupted supply from China. Al 171 tragedy flaws—it is vital that the Aircraft
Indian electric vehicle makers were in Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)

Apropos of ‘Rare earth reality’ (FE, a bind over the supplies as a shortage The Air India crash of its Ah d llab closely with Boeing, Air

June 13), the increasing use of rare
earth minerals in the production of
clean energy and defense equipment
has created a huge demand for them.
China possesses more than 50% of
these minerals, thus giving it a huge

want Y Y

rare-earth magnets, 5, need to be on their guard.

ining power. Even the US was
forced to tone down to ensure

of the critical components could
cause a huge disruption in the
industry. China at present may have
the advantage, but the world must
search for them across the planet so
that the former does not possess the
present advantage lotever
~=Anthony Henri

London flight on Thursday, which
claimed 244 lives, is a national ts

and a wake-up call for India's aviation
sector. It demands a transparent,
thorough, and timely investigation.
With speculation rife about possible
causes—from a bird strike to

ical failure or structural

India, and international agencies hkz
the US FAA. The preliminary report,
due to the International Civil Aviation
Organisation within 30 days, must be
made public without delay.

~~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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