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Maha Kumbh, for believers,
keeps faith, traditions alive

he spiritual cleansing and rejuvenation rituals of believers in the
timeless relevance of India's teachings began on Monday, a full
mdum dni which will give way to Sankranti, ene of the Shahi Snan

v int

e religions calendar, T
sal nppnel of the Maha Kumbh that the

ia mynlltiun 1o the unkver-
us and believers in India's

ancient spiriiual traditions gather at the confluence of the t-nnﬁ :m
Yamuna and the mythical Saraswatl in numbers far greater than tl
ulation of many countries.

The phenoimenon of spleituality exists, and however tangible or intangi-
ble the coneept 1a, it has bts votaries in millions, and it I8 growing, espe-
clally in India. Much the same could be sald of many other religions too,
which brings us to the magnetle power of faith that people belleve can

move mountalns,

This is strictly not for the PT!lld‘l and the sceptics who may struggle to

understand the

{anrllusl algn.

ficance ms opposed o the temporal which,

with every h|\-e1 i that a sentient human being takes, may be easler to

experience a

1t is the prom |$i‘ m‘ a rJIp In the holy waters to cleanse the sins and reach

Stupendous as
thcp:phﬂ is of
millions to get to
Prayagra] for the
once-in-12 years
Maha Kumhl‘l'..m
responsibility of
its smooth

progress becomes
an onerous one
for the state.

out for the release
rebiveha that drives 40 evore people (o descend
an the Sangam, making the statistics of the
gathering itself so mind-boggling — a tent city
with a spread of 40 sq km o house 25000

kitchens, 150,000 restrooms, 11 hospitals, 100s of

ambulances, 50,000 seeurity personnel, man-
ning 2700 camerns Al-powered o spot stress
points in erowds, from 4 central control rooms,
watching over 11 akharas with
sudhus and saints bathing at dawn even as
underwater drones help observe it all with an
eve on safety,

Stupendous as the effort s of milllons o get to
Prayagral for the once-in-12 years Maha

Kumbh, the mnpnmlhlllt}\. of ta smooth. rm-lf“w becomes an onerous one

for the state, [t would be

arated from the Stats, howew
Uttar Pracdesh I:an.wﬂ]mlum not only ladles of money, rough

ypoeritieal to

sve that religion 18 eagily sep-
er pure that may sound in

rineiple. And
¥ 26,500 crore,

bt also a massive supervisory effort to keep the wheels of faith moving for
the millions who believe in the traditions of the Sanatana dhsrma.
Ideally, it ahould be & secular adminiatrative duttdﬂlm atate to oversoe

such a massive human movement in its jurisdict

wn, regardleas of what

impels it It ls another matter that the dominant foree in teday's national
polities would Like o use the monumentality of the Maha Kumbh's cultur-

al message to project and
Conaidering that rulers

romote its belled in Hindu nationalism,
e come and gone or paled Into inalgnificance

even a8 a spiritual gathering that dates back several centuries has gath.

ered momentum over the years in Indian sockety, any at

ng of more

than & regular religlous significance may mean very litle,
Right now, it ia the grandiosity of the festival, which will be on till
February 26 and which s to be celebrated purely for the richness of its tra-

ditlons and the keeping of faith in making the Maha Kumbh the acme of

spirituality,

Meta wrong to end fact checks

frer the vietor

of Donald Trum;

, who was consldered to be the most

Jingoistic in the US Presidential elections, almost all major govern-
ments, including that of China, and HRpOT Companies ho;,rm recall

bration of their polickes,

could affect the Lives of at loast

il | t that
illion people and more was intraduced

by Billlonaire Mark Zuckerberg Meta Inc, impalring people’s ability to
make right and informed decisions,
At the core of this restructuring les Zuckerberg's deciaion to relax con-

tent moderation rules and phase out the thivd-paee
p claimed were stifling free speech and promoting bias,

forms, which he
The company, which

fact-chacking plat

owns Facebook,

atagram, WhatsApp and

'rl:mmlu. will wse the community notes systern, which s similar to the one
wsed by Trump's ally Elon Musk-led soclal media platform X,
In 2016, Mets announeed funding for thivd; pur‘ﬁl fact-checkers after con-

cerns were ralsed by dlslnl‘nrmnt:nn belng ped

As the promoter
of Meta,
Zuckerberg Is well
within his rights to
protect the inter-
ests of his share-
holders. However,
maligning the rep-
utation of fact
checkers is
unwarranted.

e on soclal media plat-
Torms,

lrump during his first term as the President
alwy tlelsed social media th'nrmn. for
"el!i.n In selective censorship

Since Trump's victory in the I’lnt term was
canaldered an nnomnl%' soclal media promoters
like Zuckerberg brushed aside his concerns,
However, as Trump conguered both the White
House and Capitel Hill, Zuckerberg appears to
have fallen in line with Trump's ideology,

As the promoter of Meta, Zuckerberg 1s well
within I!m'lﬂhtn to prodect the interests of his
shareholders, However, maligning the veputs-
thon of fact checkers is unwarranted.

During his podeast session with American

media personality Joe Rogan, Zuckerberg elserved that the incumbent
p‘lfvnmnn-m in Inclia, as elsewhere in the world, has lost in the recent elec-
ns.

& patently untrue as the government led by Narvendra Modi had won
|Im L'Inr.llnnn. This Instance shows that 1f the Meta chief himself could ped-
dle disinformation on soclal media with impunity, how accurate would the
opinions of an average person be?

ARY 2025 | NEW DELHI

promised from a eyele of

thousands of

Bavsiiin Mirivn

Aakar Patel

Rights granted in
the Constitution

in actual practice

THE ASIAN AGE

[y —
ke & P

K1 THI

The Pak-Af;

EARLIER,

THEY USEDTO Do
DOOR-TO-DHOOR

han standoff &

its repercussions for India

trangely, on thelr
eastern and west-
ern fanks respec-
tively, bath India
and Pakistn are
facing developing siua-
tlons which were complete-
ly unexpected, India has
the  otherwise-friendly
Bangladesh all of a sudelen
I o melidown sitaation,
vesulting in a change of
povernment, the streels
taken up by sullen radical
alementa and no surety
wJL):.:‘h Rdireglitm Ll'll:n Is
s, Sumilarly, Pakistan
I?l’ln ’ 'n?!hluu-ruled
Afighanistan, once its great-
st ally, now in a virual
te of war with it, with
heay mlllmg exchanges
pag the Durand [.'mr.t
and the death of several
Pakistand soldiees. | intend
to discuss both situations,
but in separate articles,
Here, there is focus an the
developments  on  the
wklam;—atmmhmn [T
ber, whiy thery cane o pass
and which way are they
Dheading,

We nesd to recall that the
Afghan Taliban, in i
organised avatar, owes it
ariging to the Pakstan-US-
Spwdl allgnment during
the post-1978 period when
the Soviet Unbon hunched
its Inwasion
Afghanistan, The ml:han
mavement originated n
Pashiun nationalism
which was explolted Ilg
these players  throug
enhancement of the pas-
along of reskstance agninst
the Soviets, The milliens of

refugees who came out of
Afghanistan  in 197000
were housed in camps on

the 1’ak|nm.|u Adghan bor-
ber and with external sup-
port were fisd and idealogi-
eally motivated o fight the
Soviets. From them arcse
the Taliban, who were in
power by 1998 and there-
after have always con-
trolled  the desting  of
Afphanistan, Pakistan has
away over the Taliban
thmu.Ju the 1halln|\|,l.u|,
times and during the
ol af the pecupatlon .1'15 thie
United States and its allies.
The Tallban's vesistance (o

the LS occupation for 20
years could not have been
possible without the moml
and material support. and
v safie avena provided to
the Taliban deadersh ip and
fghters, by Pakistan The
U withdrawal  from
Afghanistan n Avgust 200
wiss comalil A moment
of victory for the AfPak
combine, Hy a natural
corollary, the vesults of
that should Tave all gane to
the advantage of Pakistan
I the post-conflict stage
that is still under way,
There are several reasons

wihy they have nod.
’1'ruehnxmhan Tuliban's
vislon for thelr country’s
future s not aligned with
Pakistan's Interests,
Histerically, Pakistan has
saught to exert influence
over Afghanistan through
the backing of lslamist
groups, That I\nn now cmne

& crop) L
of the ﬂlw; s Iamu Ia
motivated by its own sue-
cess over the Soviets and
then over the LIS and Nato,
that relnforces the age-old
eplion about the unde-
mlahllﬂy of the Afghan
pe lie. This further aidds o
1 mpllﬂﬂl‘lil;
Ingw tlﬂgﬂmlw s the
Uiinposed border” called
[hL‘ Durand Line as the
I.amn;\%auslan
mehu This Line ks viewed
a5 8 relie of colonialism
e has never been formal-
1y pecogrised.

ATt “T:ml of con-
tenthon 8 |stan's expec-
tation of & “paybeck" with
the Taliban iaking acthon
against the Pakistani ter-
rorist group Tehveek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
Instead,  the  Afghan
Taliban has provided it
safis sanctuary and pevmis-
slom o operate from within
Afghan  tercitory,  The
Afghan Taliban's relation-
ship with Pakistan has
deteriorated due 1o this
combination of factors,
including  disagreements
over the F!m-and Ane, ieo-
and a

The Afghan
Taliban challenge
s from unexpect-
od quarters and Is
damning even for
Pakistani bellef in
the doctrine of
strategic depth.

the lslamic movement
towards pitalnment of the
penlary calkphate,
latan o0 & & aevious
contender for that in the
global lslambe movement,
"Jtllmom Itiom fan’t gocd
fmm riweer thern,

b Afghan Taliban's
mnhllymndrwm;hymllﬁ
I its own (dealogical begit-
Iy and sense af history,
bath of which terd to rein-
fopee Its perceived man-
date to lead the lslamic
warkd, Its willingness 1o
engage with India s b
o some legitimate rea-
sona, First 18 the necessiiy
o win economic support
regionally, before ass:l g
for o larger ambit for s
vobe; the current scope of
economic  support  from
Pakistan ls next to nil,
Also, the perception absui
Inddia remaing itive in
the minds of the Afghan
population, many of whom
male a beeline for Indi for
medical reatment and the
general “feel good™ which
comes from Indla's open-
neas and better quality of
life, The Taliban probably

) pasesses that is con-
trol over Afghanistan gives
it the strateghe ability to
oswrl Inﬁumuce over the

veglon of Central
&m n.( le East and
South Asin, Belng at the
1|mmnndn of cwllmlwu

s evokes a “Middle
-Rﬁc\n' pm:npllxm nf lhr.\
abllity to spread ided
o the length and nrmdlh uf
thess regions, Palkstan has
historically viewed itself as
the  flag v oof  the
[nl.nm.u' world, with iis

ge arony and its nuckear

Yahlllw The  Alghan

ban challenge is from
unmm’led quarters and |s
damning even for the alild-
g Pakistani belied in the
doctrine of strategic depth.
Ta ‘ADJP it all for Pakistan,
the han Taliban has
Pwd velations with both
and Russia, [1s pela-
tloms with India are devel-
oping well deapite the Lack

logleal di
struggle for space and
Imfluence. It also aspires to
assume the vahlp of

!
Thaugh India has no ruck
with the TTP, the com-
bined effect of an active

western border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan
and the deeper invalve.
ment of Paklstan's counter-
tervorlsm forces againat
e TTP creates a tempo-
J'ar{‘mlllmr;'adumuta for
Irsiblas, Prkistan would need
te be conschous of that
wihile formulating its steat-
ey in Jammu o and
shmir, An over-fhe-top
Pakistan sponsored terror-
15t metlon in JEK with the
Imtent of exhibiting vele-
vance and oumnntlmnr
oould tum 1|\Inmm|;lmn
a much stronger Indian
resporse than may other-
wise be ex
Paklstan has often treat:
ed the turbulent western
barder reglon  with a
degree of contempt, 1t has
never filed 1o use heavy
weapanry and indulged i
lar ﬁwnle Tuman righta
violations through mass
evacuation of villages
thels  full dmtl'l-'lcllnl\
through serial hunhmﬁ!.
The war against the Baloch
Liberation  Army (BLA)
has also been Intensifying,
bui without any major
uulm.l'rhe BLA ;Lilmn
targeting Chinese
wnl']mlsl'alul stnff working
an BRI projects, Obviously,
Pakistan's security forces
are  overstreiched  with
|saues af thelr own making,
Pakistan's military action
Inside  Afghanistan  will
fuel antl-Pakistan senti-
ments among the Afghan
population  and  further
alienate Pakistani
Pashiuns, pdding mave fuel
1o the existing fives, It's not
ai W the Afghan fighters
will inflict defeat or gain
any advantage in o mils
tary standoff  with
Pakistan, but this kind of
disharmony tends to pee-
tuate  problems  for
‘nkistan at a time when it
musl focus on econemic
lssues and development,
The developing  Indis
Afghankstan relationship
will probably fower fster
pivers thie situation on the
fghan  border,  Under
thede elreumstances,
should Indin calibeate a
?'ul.d pra e threat against
‘nkistan if something simi-
Ia. buileds wp on our east-
' boders with
H.an ndesh? These I8 rocm
for discusslon o this subr
ject,

The writer, a retired
lleutenant-geneal, s & for
mar (OC of the Srinagar
Dased 25 (“Chinar') Corps

LETTERS
LIQUOR LOSS?

Apropos the news report
“Rs 2,026-cr liquor loss in
CAG report: BJP, fake says
AAP" (January 12), | am at
a loss on how BJP presi-
dent JP. Nadda came to
know about a fiscal loss of
Rs 2,026 crores when the
CAG report on the now-
scrapped excise policy of
the Delhi government is yet
to be tabled in Parliament.
This means there is a fair
chance of either getting the
report in question leaked or
the claim of Mr Nadda is a
false one made with the
obvious intent to malign
the AAP government ahead
of the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions. If the Speaker wants
absolute transparency in
the matter to be main-
tained, he neads to investi-
gate how such a vital
report could be leaked.
Gupta
Kolkata

NO JUSTIFICATION

IF THE 2002 Gujarat genocide was
the result of "controlled emotions”,
who knows what would have hap-
'p\ e If it was an all-out burst?
housands perished in a few days
and hundreds  went  missing,
Village after village witnessed may-
hem and gang rapes, but still it was
just because of “controlled emo-
tions”. Mr Narendra Modi, then
Gujarat chiel minister, was repri-
manded by the then FPrime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpaye
and asked to follow “raj dharma",
He should had resigned at once &g it
was a complete fallure of law and
order (unless it was meant to be
that way), Upright officers are still
1am:u|a[¥|m. in jail but the active
participants roam scot-froe,
Syed Abdul Monim

Navi Mumbai

SAVE OURTIG

h'l‘]Gl:'Rh prny-rlt nle a:
1‘I!l|.]|l!l that t ulation o
tigers Iszh mam:a:mdm'gnm of the
main habitata in India that fall
under the Maharashtea conserva-
tion unit should be safeguarded as
well and it is also time to save
tigers from Injuries and provide
umm!ﬁ]trmtmem. Lit us unite In
our efforts to save the royal apecles
for the future by protecting thalr
habitats and u.ul.um. illegal trade

in tiger akins, pr paiching I:aa
Inereased by 63 per cent in the past

fow years,
dayanthi Maniam
Navi Mumbal

annuary Bﬂasgmhai ¥t 8 thme b exam- i any qmmime territery af India; pre [iaacdu any  Readers will be familiar with Section 144 of the  denying them thelr Pundamental Right. Article
ine whal ¥ means, apart from mili- o, 0F 10 carry on any occupation Criminal Procedure Code which gives the State 19 gives freedom in 1u text only o entirely
pmuu d VIPs and foredgn gests, the right to arvest people engaged In “unlawful  remove this freedom ks fnatnotes.
Republic Dw is a calahrmllnn of our being a mnali?ainWImnfﬂwu I'llhh:ac’hral]y ansembly”, All governments by all llartl.et that have gov-
w mu with tr;t)'nb exiat in the form they are supposed (o The right to form assoclations and unions 18 erned India and its provinces since 1860 are nr‘::.r
ple This hmnmad on,  India's first contititional WMIWI severely limited by the process of reglateation, ihese restrictions, Mo party i
What we celebrate nn :hat day s our mutar waharkal Nehou) restricts these rights  The State can deny (or delay) reglsteation of 1 in that sense, What ks “reasomable” s for the
Constitution, in part we lnﬁ:hem Meanlr}fmmal the State was  organisations it doesn't lke. It can devegist to decide and the State always takes up a
a!\int A citizens and individuals, Our uan the authority to curh them through the so- — those whose activities it does not like. It can ban pnal.tlun wﬂnﬂﬂha Indlividual,
i e those called “reasonable restrictions”, Free s for  those it has @ problem with, Again, o The general assumption is that Lha eitlmn and
are aasured ukwny. freedom from discriming.  Instance, can be contralled by reatric-  laws that empower the State to d Individuals  rights are a mulam!a that get n the ;ﬂ af 1l
thom, the v speech, frep association and — tlons ... in the inbe the s and  as sts" without or trial are  proper adminis n!'tha State () gover-
free assernbly, the eight to life and liberty and the ty of India, the security of the Sbate.l‘ﬁand used to hinder and restrict the right to assocls:  nance™), Pr«mim mad.e in_manifestoes, for
right o oocupation, the right to o, Iy relations with forelgn states, public tlan, Instance that , to remove pre
1 fo el ncy or morality, or m]atlnnmwmmptd The right to move freely across India doesn't \.rar-tl\'e detention, which is the basis for such
jon and the o fo move e Supreme Court  eowrt, defamation o incktement to an offence.” :rlnl for those \rlmhns rnnmr arens, particularly  laws as the LAPA, are llmpﬂy reversed when
our  Fundames Rights are wrongly The State can make any len‘hlatlnn it seea fit  In the Northeast. The which cannot be  the part ltllm
encroached aor violabed by the State. ;helinai n‘hrm whlu are 50 broad as to fit amhrcedwmnﬂanﬂaw nmtmulL tedling Cln Hapuhl it h worth ek
T‘lihulnfrllhtaamnmhapmmwdnwe a into . Let's see the multiple ways  the resbdents of Manipur that they ha right lnun!'l ia to vead it, and npartluul.ar
! The answer 18 o, Weare  the enment has infringed upon the rights  to move freel the section concerned with the
¥ mtanmlym Lﬂullmkalhwmllyme within Article 19, mnmnmmw»mmwm E\.mdmm‘rulﬂilh This bs anly about & dosen
Stat Thee right of Indlians to assemble has  territory of Dndia doesn [ (‘u]nmn g_rmrm bt s the heart of the Cnmmulumm
a.re 0 n enl hadahlﬁhdmenfpmdmh«nmmh- been blocked by bath law and process, Cltlizens do ims because of a law cuzu'ln thiat state, inclividual is concerned. Re
ment: Article 19 s an umbrel ntal  not really have this rlﬂhtmmml nsaembly. lec] thee Disturbed Avens Act. It is o law that i WWmlmandulﬁMlhﬂllmmmand
I!lmlml'mdum apeech, pssembly, pssocla- myhawnnrl e permission to okl but has become broader with time, tighiening ks funel alreraft and r‘hanmd
tlon, movement and pﬂ'nMnn Ttreadsc “All citi-  assemble Iy, 1‘ha ihe rules under which Muslims can reat and buy thl-r( Feading it and underitamlnlil even bet-
aenss ibiall have the right to: freedom of speechand — approve, deny or not reply (which ls often the tac- — property. ter,
expression; assamble peaceably and without  the nsed by the State in India, so that there s den The right to practkse Kaa
ans; move abilityy mbly in the al a chers who Bave been tld hyma‘hla The writer is the chair of Amnesty

arms; form associations or anio
Lhmhﬂut th teeritory nl'lndia viside and

misslon |5 treated as a violat

bsersoe of written per-
lon of the Law.

1o
:ﬁ&]’w cannat slaughter liveatoek, explicitly

Inrarmational Indda, Twitter: waakar patal
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Building on missions

What the Indian state should learn fram the Mahakumbh

b Mahabumbh Mela, which began on Monday and will last 45 duays, is o
triumph of organisational ability and ingenuity. It will likely be the largest
human gathering in history: over 400 million visits are expected (o take
place, Before 9:30 am on the frst day of the festival, in fact, six million had
already arrved and bathed at the conil [ the two sacred rivers in Allahabad.
Those numbers will likely be eclipsed on Tuesday, the diy of Makar Sankrantl.
Managing such avast throng is an extraordinary challenge, but one that the Indian
state somehow manages every time the Kumbh or Mahakumbh rolls asound, Seme
see this as a cause for celebration, even optimism. If the state can conduct such
globally significant events without mishap, surely an all-round improvement in

governance ks possible?
In fact, :hla view gets it mtir::ly b&clmnnl Thc success of “mission mode”
enterpt ofa

malakse, State mpnrlmn India has nlwa:rn bucn severely limited. Historically, this
constraint has been overcome not through broad expansions of ability and upskilling
of state functionaries but throwgh proritisation and the creation of “missions”. In
the 19708 and 1980s, India had Project Tiger for wildlife preservation, and O, i

OPINION 7

Canglobal markets keeprising?

Financial history favours investing outside the US

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SIMHA

sk pasets had a goad run in 2024, with Ritcodn,

gokd wnd LIS equities in partbeular outperform-

g, Thie S&P 500 index in the US experlenced

Its second consecutive yearof retums exceeding 25 per
cent, The last time US equithes dedivened two consecu-
thve yenrs of over 20 per cent returms was during the
dot-com bubble in 199798, As has been the norm,
ket (1 wilth EM equitles

Flood, which transformed India's dairy sector, Subsequently there was the ollseeds
mission; the Delhi Metro, which carved out its own administrative space; and
multiple others, These successfully achieve limited aims, But they do not always
create i broad spillover of expertise into other related domains of policy and gover-
nance, In foet, lhcv often suck up the most skilled, experienced, and forward-
thinking Incdividuals fram i go Their ire More i
reflecibon of the fact that political prioritisation allows them io short-cirenit political
and regulstory obstacles and to create new, if temporary, institutions. The wrong
lessons are taken from their success: People assume that this shows the capability
of the Indian state rather than showing the need for removing such constraints
overall. This is the same problem as is observed with npzdnl economic BOnes, of
SEZs; rather than remeving the regulatory i 1dd back
turing and exports, SEZs create Iora]nr limited carve-outs wo those requirements.
Thils shoukd not, i w from the actual achi of such mis-
sions, especially the Mahakumbh. Instead, the need is to identify the leaming that
s external validity, For example. if a mission has been successful because bureau-
crats imvolved have been chosen for their expertise, how can this be replicated
across gevernment? If mission mode programimes manage to avoid the delays
imposed by certain regulations, then shoukd not those regulations be revised in
general, to improve project execution across the board? If the links between the
public and private sector are managed well in such mission mode programmaes,
can similar mechanisms not be implemented elsewhere? Instead, the success of
missions is often personalised: they are seen as reflecting the abilities of specific
administrators or bureaucrats, rather than demonstrating a functional problem
with how the Indlan state approsches problems, Politiclans mnybcaulnﬁcd whh n

Ty e cnat further
ravtiecuts anel thitr trming. W hive yet tosee whas Donakl
Trump actually delivers on the tarff front and immi-
rathon, but wene he to follow through on his campalgn
pecdies, [t would not be [mpossible for the next Federal
Reserve move to be a hike, ther than a cus n rates.
‘Thils bs Ln no one's forecasts for 2025 Bt woulkd beashock
(] Ilvz ks,

up anly B per cent for the year, and equitles
rising by 95 per cent. Amerlcan exceptionalism was
live and well! Gold outperformed equities, as It has
over thie last 25 yeurs, rising by 275 per cent, and Blicoln
wans the star with o return of 10 per cent.

Lo less positive thun many an the US equity markets
and American exceptionallsm. 1 worry about elevated
v-]uallnm surglng retall sentiment, and the risk of an

Theriak of bond g
o rhot I8 ks top of oy mind.

IFyou Jook at the CAPE {cyelbeally-
ndjusted price-to-enrnings) ratho, the
arily thme it s been higherwos during
thie dot-com bublble of 19992000, On
altermative valuation metrics of prioe-
to-book or pricedo-sales, we have
already erossed the dot-com bubbl lev-
el 1 find it difficult to belleve that we
have any further scope for multiple

ket over the bast 25
starting podnt valstions matter greatly
when fonecasting long-berm retums, Can you readly make
poad long-term returns from US equitles when your
In history?
Financial history would suggest this s a bad bet.

On inflation, we arestill not st 2 per cent an the per-
ol oc cliguie (PCE) deflator, and there

state that can effectively Implement misslons while being
because the importance of political chol .| itisation is enk 1in such
a systerm. But it s clearly suboptimal from the p-adntoh'l.m of the sverage citlzen.
Celebrate the Mahakumbh Mela by all means. But also bearn the correct lessons
from its success,

One step back

Draft UGC regulations add to Centre-state tensions

e sl that Inflation ks proving to be moee sticky than
ariginally thought. Jobs, Interest rate-sensithve consung-
o rsed thie US econermey we proving tobe morne resillent
than forecast. The US Federal Reserve itsell seems to

AKASH PRAKASH

y, with flscal chal-
Iem !'ndlgdnwlq’.\ed matkets becoming I?vidlmL

Can markets handle bond ylekds crossing 5 per cont,

1 b
Froman qu-lra' perspective, Tbelieve it [ ——
tilt portfiolios towards EMs and Europse, taking a con-
ol Amerk
thonalism. 1t has become the default sssumption that
America will outperform forever and
that any other geography Is o waste of
timie. The consensus and positkoning
wre clenr on this. Many active Investors
today have never experienced o perod
af g P &, a6 LS quilthe

equity markets continued to rise for another two years
after the CAPE mtio had reached curment levels. This
can happen againl During the dot-com bubble, markes
dtivered four consecutive years af 20 per cent-plus
returns, This fact s that you could be rght about this
belng & niw bubble, but markets may still ddiver a
stromg In 3035 us

growth expectations are still onby about L1 per cent,
Tt the economy s performing very well, and there ls
aclenr upward bins to these numbers, US growth con-
tinses to surprise positively. with the Fed cutting it
asoft landing. A scenario of growth surprising posi-
theely, with Ananclal conditions accommodative and
the Fed cutting rates has historlcally been very gnod
for Anancial nssets. Interest rte cuts into a soft landing
have historcally been very bullish for equitles.

My belkeve thart the bagge Investments in artificlal
Ingedligence (AL} are not o waste of o bubble, The sumpge
I oo will frcarat|

Thia LIS |s alreacly exp

ductMtyDI'Dm 2 pet cent, muich higher than ainy Dl'lu
G7 peers. Higher trend productivity will leacl to higher
econamic growth, better comporte profitabiliny and lower
Indlation, Thie LS ks the world leader in Al both n terms
of tec st fiotir Ameriean com-
pankes — Alphabet, Meta, Amazon, and Microsoft —
are set to spend upwards of $240 billlon on Al-related
capex in 2025 1 close. This

o hreskout economic peﬂurrnm I AL s o platform-
shift sechnology
it the posithve effects of all thb Investment?

Thire are tely no slgns of a the
LIS, o even the economy slowing, Many recessionary
leading Indbcators Hke the yield curve o Sahm rule
have actually reversed In the last couple of manths,

hanve cutpaced all other markets for i6
years stralght. It has, however, not
alwarys been so — just conslder relathe
reghonul noe [n the lead-up to
the global fmanclal crisis [bl 2]

Absent a alowling economy, It I8 rare for
equity markets to sell off signiflcantly, The Fed ls sull
loakding to cut rates, not mise them, again not the typ-
leal lEtI.I[P for fulllng markets.

whiw that thie onk ey

In USQquIlleq Fromn here s to nssurmse :hmw e repeat-

L whare we are

18!

Glven
and the current
marit in belng contrarlan hene. Nuwclmmmm
outperfonms fovever,

However, It makis sense toconsider the other
Slche. Wihat s the bullish thesks for the LIS? Whene could
wie be wrong? Just godng through some of the bulbish

T
of the market achvance, and nelatve vw]l.lllunu.mmlvan
are b one ol ghvalnerabiivg, Theeodds fevour invest-

Ing oamtslche the LS, no matter how hard that may be o
et through Investmaent committees, You may dmne

P renter

that Enllnwlngargumentn ara clear, Many do ot worry
abouit s It |5 mot & timlng . Makats

e
'hma]kybtml[wmh:kluthrm:mm.

15, o can
Tehoez 1t all comes flling down, but mest of us are not
ikl ervoigh o play this ganme, Buyer Beware,

Thoeaarhsor fwite Amrrasa Cagaitonl

A schoolfor ease of doing business

he recent draft regulations lsssed by the University Grants Commission unsdriess 18 the engine of wealth crestion and eco- wmarket — of even when eluuhrr [ ol bl nely
(UGE) over the appointment of vice-chancellors (V-Cs) in universities narmic growth, The st has conslstently strived — the fallure stems from the shiortcamings of the state or mmeu in
have epened up another friction front in Centre-state relations, The new create an environment conduchve to business.  existing regulations — without discerning whethar it oﬂan nzqulrlng mms!u ndapeation, This not only
d:nrt rcgulmlmm issiied on Jununry 7. puirport to darfy ambiguities in thirhee i ol freedom,  resulted from a Arm's misdemeanour or potentlal galns
thep PP g V-Cs i out in 2018, T‘lmugh the new draft wahack-  sup i, Thils ref] T el 0 i i hwhmﬂwma
! Jefin ALire, bz o freedom, Early ol regulations, and st tmaes, perts copabile
fiar the &?1‘"':;“, n n%;m i u- vl e As such, the framarwark to provide businesses with greater freedom  poarly designec ‘These, in tum, of balancing ht,
to enter markets, compete, grow, and exit, Bcllintinga  svenues For clroumvention, necessitating even mone  require
draft regulations are unlikely to resobve the tensions that already abound with transition to s market econommy. vegulitions. dm!s':mh while adhering o regulations. With the

severnl states and their governors over the appointment of V-Cs.
Al the heart of the controversy is the g . the Centre’s
in states, and the new qualifications for the V-C role, By convention, the g

ntive

However, a market mnumypummluwn chal-

Over time, the regulatory landscape has grown

lenges. To address them, the go edifice has

is chancellor of state universities. The new rules vest in the governor dominant
powers in V-C appointments, Under the 2008 regulations a search committee
comprising "eminent persons” in higher education would shortlist three to five
candidates either by public notification, a “talent search process®, or a cumbl-

two majar transformations, Firss, there has

been a substantial increase (n the rode of regulations as
thee primury ool for market governance. Second, regu-
with aver-

seeing market operations  through  regulations.

comple, leggislathon, Including
rules and regubations issued by the executive, and ter-
tary legislation, such as clroulars and notifications
It by the bureascracy, have pooliferated. The sheer
volumae of such subordinate leglskation has outpoced

nation thereof. The chancellor (in this case the governor) ints a
from nmnnglhc recommended names. In state-funded universities, the search
stituted in | with the state laws concerned, The draft
regulations sweep away these specific laws and specily the composition of the
search committees. To start with, the search committee is to be constituted by
the governor and will comprise a member nominated by the chancellor {gover-
nor), the UGC chairman, and a member of the apex body of the university (the
expcutive councll, of senate). This, this structiire precludes the role of stite
[ In the appointment of V-Cs in state-funded universities and, in
effect, make V-Cs agents of the Centre, Given the controversies in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataks, and West Bengal — where the issue is before the Supreme
Court — the regulation is likely to amplify the ferce opposition to central inter-
ference ina range of issues that states traditionally consider their preserve,
Noless Ing is the provision that V-C appel A ot be lim-

ited to scademies with certain qualifications (such as, say, minimum years of

professorship). Individuals with industry, public policy and administration, or
public-sector undertakings can qualify for the post. It is unclear what objective
is served by widening this talent pool fior V-Cs. Since a V-C's job s to act as the
administrative and acedemic head of the university, a grounding in higher aca-
demics is usually considered essential in determining the quality of education,
the direction ef funding for university scademic and research programmes, and
the appointment of professors and lecturers, The overall purpose embedded in

for Maint of

and protect the rights of mar-
for

right talent in place, regulators, businesses, and pro-
fesslonal firms could better appreciate cach other's
pemspectives, ostering collaboration and significantly
Impm'drglhe overnll ease of dedng business, This mlln
thart cult
olpmﬂemunaln et In regulatory deslgn and lmphe-
mantation to impeove the ense of dolng business.

hetm‘tkhnru.'l'lleynbuwmdu i [
biiskness transactions such as caphtal
ralsing, mergers and scquisitions, and
resolutbon of financial distress.

Rhse of regulators : Since the tran-
sition to & market economy, rynulabors
have proliferated across  varlous
domalns, They primarily n four
key arens: Professlons (advocates,
wecountants, doctorm), miarkets [securl-
thes, Insurance, competition), utilitles
(ebectricity, telecom, petroleum), and
stanclards (health, safity, environment).

M § SAHOD

Central and state levels, Self-regulstory onganisations
and front-line regulators firther ensdch the regulatory
A

the number of regulators continues o grow, with new

13 bath Indin could lead an initiatlve to establish an
Unfertumm;l. muany of these and elr- Irstitutiof Regpulatory Studies, posithon-
prohilbitic gthe  Ing a8 & field that Inte-

freedoms granted by primary lows, grotes CC and

& commik Indtlally, it could short-tenm

in many firms now rival, If not exceed. e cortificat lor devel-

Insize. Tocoun-

terwct this, reforms now aim at easkng

these burdens, Evidence of such reforms

s the mnarket regulagor’s press release dat-

el December 18, 2024, where the term

s of dolng business” appears 20 tmes,

N

Imposed over time and the herculean
afforts requined to undo them,

Capacity constralnts: lbegulanunn

often Invalve navigating "polyoentric™ lssues in busl-

Aty and content for comprehensive courses.
As the Initiathve gains momenturm, [t could introduce
aone-year execut ve programime almed at mid-canser
professionats, followed by a two-year postgraduate pro-
gramme for fresh graduates aspiring to regulatory
caneen. Eventually, it could luncha PhiD programime
In regulaory studies,

Establishing the institute: The institute could be
estabilished ss & public-peivide partnership, Indla, with
Its rosbasst governance framework, could sarve as the
Il location for the institute, provicding o steatege and

s, whire mi uinteract
uatlons. A minor change in one varlable can trigger
widesprend lI[.rpIe eFFen!. creating o complex and

anes belng proposed to address emenging

ur pendent changes, With
thelnc Fimar-

Uy A rotating chadiy
Igraning with Inclia’s Prine hMinkster/ finance minkster,
would mednforce gobal representation and Inclusivity,
Hunlm lenchers contritating to the institue's capll

Cppor
ubators serve the public Interest, with 1 mpunmblllr.la

kets, regulations have hemme maore complex and

hald board posttions on a rotating basls,
hatmng engapemml and shared Dwnelﬂﬂp amang

that inchede consumer protection, and

the long title of the dralt regulation is to ensure ")
Standards in Higher Education®. Though state governments have admittedly
not always played a helpful role in improving the quality of education in their
universities, it s hard to see how the new selectlon and appointment criteria
will make a qualiiative difference. Recent experience with central universities
hms shown that the Centre’s proclivities have been to impose ldeological (political
templates on academic study and the type of personnel appointed. The old reg-
ulations were not perfect but the new ones add unnecessary controversy in
already fraught Centre-state dynamics.

exercise qua

e epiast-uciclad powers, mirmoring the functions of
the government. In essence, they opemte as “govem-
1 ceon

i I support the

executive,  and modify regulations in renpunuw manmﬂynnm- Instigute mmwh In emhllmmenl phase, enabling a
fes, withoul thr while [CENIETETE aver time

¥ capacity,

Desplte decades u( regulutnry eapeneme. nslgnif-

ﬂwlmllulr mldplayn.trannﬂorm;lwmln shap-
frierid-

behalf of the state withina yetwith o abilicy of| inga
wdistinet approach. Glotally, nic equipp Ilm::tlunlmufan‘mhe‘l ly global market economy. Thls would be another
povernance has evalved, with Whila 1% hove tallored  “Make In India” initiative, foster ng world-class regu-
tuking & contrd roke, often - | Ingtand Intory | eguipped to excel In and serve
T ¥ Jd hobal markets.

aped a resctionary tendency to introduce new regela-

omy, adedicated, compeahenshve, and strectured pro-
[ yeapacity rerming

Themathorlsa gl procitioner

Decoding the middle class

BOOK REVIEW
CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

Tk ke o person identify

themsehves s a member of the

mildele class? Does this have to
dovwith thedr occupation, annual income
e purchasing power? Or |s thedr sense
of belonging hased instead on o set of
bidlits, valies and behaviours that they
hold o to?

Jourmalist Manisha Pande'sbook

Milalle Clazs India: Driving Change n the
2ist Centrry Is anexcellent companlon to

Imtellect”, It was meant to provide the
colonial government with interpreters,
clerks and copyists Muent in English, It
alsoended up producing Ilwyels.

largely sllent about violence agalnst
rellghous minorities undserthe ruling
regimis Ms Pande does not beat about
thiebush, She says quite explicitly that

book, It lschillingte recall the response
that the Mandal Commisslon Repornt
drew from middle class students In
1990, They resorted tosel-immolation
toprotest affirmative actlon, One of the
blggest contradictions of the middle

lnss, ns Ms Par |= how it seeks
upward mobdliey For iselfbut denles
that to cthars.

that

weneral lsations can only capture broad
patterns, not glve a nuanced pleture, She
looks briefly at the emergence of a Dalit

thelr economic and polit cal asplrations,
and thedr relationship with the state. The

Inclef hecor tenchers, jour unls “lhe withthe
¥ 1757101947, Part thankstothe author's approsch and whnw’mleﬂerynpeechan du!’led Hl[? becuuse s members aredriven
Izl withthetime n mntion P el publie dier ans, mstly by jobsecur
Inclin I fromy wanid sang ‘ M dwent to jall mhmh-nhmlmmrlp.hn.
Bl In 18 ston local for protesting. . Tha wuthor
1991, Part 111 I nent as Ms Pande " MIDOLECLASSINDIA:

post-liberalisation scenarlo, from 1991 htheBritish kaland | p | DrivingChangeinthe ackncnwlodgethat
until thepresent day. she a|mmu|e-mw:m mdddleclass tovstop thinkingof l st Century “thebulkofthe

Theboc as | grewdis with the Britlsh themiddleclassas Author tdlan middle
Ms Pande points out, the midkdle class colonisers even as it sought toemulate astatic, ahistorical Manisha Pande class
makesupdl percentof Indla’s Britishvalues, Thesameclass that had entity. Therels r upper-caste
population, By 2047, thissegmentls ance boycasted forelgn goods and ampleevidenceto | Publisher: Hindus, whoare
expected to hit the 60 p 1 bec U | P mpany
EEah tonof penplr. with proposithon, 3 Pages: 160 consclous”, The
thatth . n Indian history financkal ability to
tubeuverl.lhﬂllluncumnlty Mal'mde This book pushis us to think about shows us that the Price: THSS travel widely,
wirites, 'HJnml e the redeofthe “has study whroad,

I ingiving Indlans "the confldence to Haen tothe

middle class, which has seen
unprecedented growth since the
economicliberallsation of 1991. Between
1995 and 2021, the middle class grewat s
nt{u[ﬂ.‘ percent per year.”

hve by yaur thise
It

Impressie,

Purt Hooks at the rmiddle cluss bn pre-

Ms Pande ter 1with

critical cummenllql Whint seems likea

demand what was dghtfully thels” and
Initiating soclal reforms ke wldow

occasbon to Aght for what It consldersd
morally andethically right™ inthe past, A

satl. The
systerm, of course, was set upnoto
benefit Indlans but to create what
Thomus Babinggton Macaulay called "

diversity

furthirstudy. One hopes that Ms
Pande'sbook will encourage other
resenrcherstowade deeper Into the
subject, and ook mumtmlv at how

“thil naracter”

and fllig, and learn about other
culiures has not catalysed a majorshift
In atthtudes and nc:!unn. I’w‘ple

part Inthe antl- lony
movement led by Anna Hazare,
However, the sameclass accepted the

class Indian 1d eolour but
English in tastes, oplnlons, morals and

B dandhi

hierarchy continue to Enpnlelm

‘ofthe feminlst and queer movemants in
Indla have shaped thelr concerns,
Influenced thelrtactics, and determined
thelruse of resources.

onr
Institutions, workplaces and

without 1 wire

lgh Whille reading this

wddvscietor. He can be reached ai
achintamwritingon instagran and X
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IMD at 150: Precision, progress & promise

RANIAN KE
FORMER DIRECTOR
GENERAL, IMD
ANY govern-
ment organd-
=mitions  are
engaged  in
fentific

research and several work
directly for the welfare of the
people. The Indin Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) is
urique in that itis mandated
todo both. Another exdusive
feature that disti b ot

The IMD has, indeed, come
a long way in its journey of
150 years. In the last decade,
inparticular, there hasbeen a
perceptible increase in the
seope and precigion of IMD's
forecasts on all space and
time scales, This is a visible
outeome of the augmen lation
of IMD's technosdentific
tose of sdvanced models
supported by rodars, sitel
lites and =upercompu ters.

The loss of life associated
with tropical cyclones has
teen reduced from several
thousands to near 2w,
Droughts and floods that are
recurent features of the
monsoon have now become
fully manageable.

India’s British rulers had a
natural fascination for obser-
vatories: ical, seis

IMD from other organisa
tions is that i is required to
mu b accurate predictions of
the future. The time scale
ranges from the nest few
hours to days, months, years
or demdes and the space
scale ranges from an airport
or a village Lo o district, state,
country, continent or ocean.

Established on January 15,
1875, the IMD has strived to
harness the science of mete-
orology for the service of the
nation  through  weather-
monitoring and science-
based weother and climate
prediction,

Its activities have helped
enhanoe farm outputs, man-
age waler resources, ensure
aviation safety and mitigte
disasters. The IMD touches
the lives of individuals, influ-
ences policy and helps envis-
agge the future word.

mological, geoma gnetic and,
of course, meteorological. For
nearly 80 years before IMD
came into being, loal gov.
ernments, railways and port
authorities were setting up
observatories for recording
the weather.

There were also numerous

span two centuries, constitut
Ing a valsable resource for
dimate change studses,

By 1875, Indlia hacl B6 mete-
orological cheervatories and
it was time to bring them
together under the umbrella
of a single agency. The Gov-
ernment of India decided to

individuals who pursued il i the India Meteomlogi-
5t ny ancd I ol Doy .with a juris-
as @ serious hobby. These didion extending from

officers, doctors, professors,
#eographers, sallors, survey-
ors and misionaries, who
meticulously  madntained
meteorological reconds,

In an exception, one of the
carliest  obhservalores  in
India was established at
THvandrum  not by the
Hritish but by the Maharaja
of Trvancone, India is, there
fore, fortunate to possess
meteorological records that

Quetta to Rangoon and Leh
o Colombo. It was to be
headed by the Imperal
Meteorological Reporter to
the Government of India.
The designation was later
changed to Director General
of Observatories and again
to Director Generl of Mete-

orology,  reflecting  the
changing responsibility that
the post carred.

1t goes to the IMD's credit
that it never worked in colo-

ILLUSTRIOUS SERVICE: The IMD waos estabished on January 15, 1875, ru moto

The effect of climate
change onthe
Indian monsoon is
apparent more on
the micro scale, like
cloudbursts, intense
precipitation,
landslides, lightning
strikesand urban
flooding, The IMD
needs o tackle
these issues,

nial style. Indian scientists
were rectuited by the IMDas
carly as in 1885 and Indians
were occupying most of the
senior positions by 1820
Much before Inclia got inde-
pendence, the IMD had an
Indian as its head Many
British meteorol ogists in the
IMDmasde seminal contribu-

ling of

every year and has never
failed to do so, it does not
always give us its best.

Returning to the present
times,itis of significance that
the 2024 monsoon yielded an
8 per cent exoess rainfall for
the country as a whole, and it
was very close to the MD
precliction. What  is  also
important is the fact that
since 2017, the monsoon rain-
fall has been normal, mean-
ing that it has consistently
remained within the margin
of plus or minus 10 per cent
of the long-term average, The
year 2024 wasthe cighth year
in this series of good or satis-
factory monsoons.

In parallel, India’s annual
foodgrain  production shot
up from 275 mmtin 2017 o a
record-breaking 330 mmt in
2023 and s expected to sur-
pass this figure in 2024,
From the viewpoint of the
nation's food security, this
rige is very substantial,

1t is, of course, a result of
sustained efforts in multiple
arcas, but it has once again
highlighted the fact that the
monsoon continues to hold a

tions toour und

the monsoon and tropical
cyclones and several Indian
meteomlogists in the MD
helped bulld new schentific
institutions.

The Sanskrit  words
‘Adityat Japate Vrishtih'
incorporated in the IMD's
logo are taken from Incia's
age-old wisdom literature.
They assure us that as long
as the sun shines, we will
have our monsoon rains,
However, it is also true that
while the monsoon comes

Inclian agricul-
ture and, through it, on the
overall economy.

It also needs 1o be nobed
with cution that long
epochs of successive good
monsoon years have been

dimate change and conoems
are expressed about its
future, it seems to have been
doing well 50 far in the over
all seenarks,

The effect of climate change
on the Indian monseon is
apparent more on the micro
scale. Situations like doud-
bursts, extremely intense pre
dpitation, landsldes, light-
ning strikes and urban
Bodding are ocourring with
increasing frequency, caus-
ing severe damage to crops
and property and loss of lfe.

The IMD needs to tackle
these issues through tanget-
el warninggs. In this context,
its plans to give forecasts on
the: gram panchayat level are
welcome,

The IMDwas established in
1875 against the backdrop of
the havoe caused by a severe
tropical cyelone in the Bay of
Bengal in 1864 and two
famines in 1866 and 1871,
with the expectation that
advance  information  of
storms and monsoon filures
would  become  available.
Over ite 150 years” journey,
this has largely been
achieved,

However, with the current
accelerated growth of the
nation  and its  march
towards &  trilllon-dollar
economy, the demand for
meteorological services has
been coming from many

very few historically It will,
, be hwhile to
attempt predictions of mon-
soon rainfall over longer
time scales, like a decade or
two, so that long-term policy
diecksions can be taken,
While the monsoon s
under the constant shadow of

new quart besides the
IMD's tracitional users.

The newly approved and
highly ambitious Mission
Mausam offers the IMD a
great  opportunity to ree
equip itsell and become

future-ready.

With the largest museum, Raisina Hill to be a cultural beacon

square metres,” says a gov
ernment note, This magnum
opus would make Inclia sit on
the high table of culture in
the world,

However, the humungous
task of setting up of such an

i

RAJNISH WATTAS
EX-PRINCIPAL, CHANDIGARH
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE

OON, the burra

aihibi of the British

Raj. once ensconced

in the North and

South Blocks atop
the magnificent Radsina Hill,
will squirm in their graves as
their crown-crested chairs
will be replaced by lconic
Indian antiquities, like the
Dancing Harappan Girl and
the Chola Natarajo, among
miyriad others,

‘The upcoming National
Museum (replacing the exist-
ing one) of India, to be alled
Yuga Yugeen Bharat imean-
ing the timeless and etermal
Irvelin) Museum (YYM), is set
Lo come up at the North and
South Blocks as part of the
Central Vists Redevelop-
ment Project in New Delhi
The mussum, making sdap-
e reuse of the exsting
structures, spreading over
1.54.000 84 m and having 050
rooms, will be the largest
i useum in the world, "It will
b bigger than the British
Museum in London and the
Grand Louvre in  Puris,
which covers around 70,000

and  gigantic
museumn is al onoe exciting
and challenging. Its nol a
mmiple task of commission
ing a new building designed
toa programme. [¥s a project
toretmofit two separate blocks
that have been bullt in hylbsid
neoclassical styles and for
use as offices by our codonial
masters, Converting them
info a world class state-of-the-
art national museum is a
dlaunting task.

The challe nges are at multi-
ple levels, both functional
and aesthetic. They entail
massve architectuml modifi-
aations and refurbishing of
interor spaces to funclion as
miuseum galleries. They will
aull for the best Indologists,
museum  cxhibitors, ant
scholars, interior designers
and numerous other related
art experts o curate the con-
tent, totedl the narrative in an
engaging. imaginative and
intemctive mode,

What 8 a museum? It
comes from the Greek word
mouseion, B was used for
ancient temples dedicated o
the Muses, the patron god-
desses of arts and sdences,
Thee coneept of the museum
a8 o place for the public
develaped showly. Enlighten-

Yuga

ment ideals and values —
aitiml  souting  of all
assumplions, open debate,
schentific ressarch, progress
and  tolerance have
marked the miseum sinee
e foundat ion," says Susan A
Sternou, an art historian.

‘There A RUMEROUS @Gam-
ples across the workd of exdst-
ing spaces being converted
intomuseums. The twomost
feonic miseims — the Lo
vre and Musee d' Orsay of
Paris — were originally o
palace and a railway station,
mespectively, While the Lou-
vie I8 famous for il star
eachiboit of Mona Lisa painting
by Leonardo da Vinci, the
Orsay is redolent with its
biggest collection of Claude
Monets, Camille Pissarros
and other world famous
Impressioniat artists, The
Tate Modern wt London,

Indias most
ambitious museum
project willboth be
achallenge anda
historic moment to
showcase ‘the
timeless and
etemal India!

upatihe North and South Blocks. rucmomn

standing  along  River
Thames, was eatid by con-
verting an old derelict power
station Into an imaginative
museum by architects Her-
aogt and de Metiron

Before the 20th oo ntury, the
preferred style for mu seums
was neoclassion] or Renais-
sanee, celebrating grandeur
and ceremondal language to
comvey its role as o lemple of
art. Museum deskin ks a spe

For what can be a symbolical-
Iy more powerful message
than that India holds its cul-
tural and civilisational rich-
ness ot the highest level,
above the axis of state power,
al Kaavya Puth? The seat of
Imperial hubrigwill nowbe a
temple of art, culbure, democ
racy and diversity. Anyone
passing by Vijay Chowk will
view Lhe YYM loomning lange,
like a latter day Acropolis, as
an embociment of antigue,
beautiful and dvilisational
Jewels of Inclia

It will be the biggest ges-
ture of decolonisathon and
dismantling of the erstwhile
ensemble of brute Imperial
power by the soft power of a
nation aspiring o be Vish
vaguru to a world torn asun-
der by wars, conflicts and
eofffon tatiors

It will also equip the high-
secunty, no-miry one of the
North and South Blocks with
a magnificent plaza between
th twa, which will be acoes -
bl to the pullic, enabling an
upfront view of the magnifi

calised ekl and hi oot Indo-S hybeid
tectsof the 20th century have  architecture of Edwin Land.
areated masterpieces ofmod-  seer Lutyens and Herbert
em architecture. Museums,  Baker. The present oold space
likethe Guggenheim in New  of state power will become a
York designed by jconic  people's pliza — alive with
architect Frank Lloyd Wright  art, colour and vibrancy that

and the one ot Bilbao by
Prank Gehry, are works of
seulptural art by Uhemsel ves,

For the YYM project, lets
examine the advantages first,
The location is near perfect.

miuseum precncts the world
over genembe.

Thie imposing challenge of
the project will be the retro-
fitting of the nearly 100-vear
olel buikdings, ensurin g struc-

tural safety for the country's
Jewels of antiquity and civili
sational wealth for ancther
100 years. All bullding servic
eswill need to be upgraded to
the-stole-of theart  levels,
without tampering with or
damaging the heritage interi-
ors. Many clusters of smaller
office: rooms and warrens of
service areas will have to be
merged to create  larger
gallery spaces Lo showomse
the priceless exhibits.

The YYM agenda is ambi-
tious. Union Minister of Cul-
ture and Minister of Tourism
Gajendm Singh Shelchawat
states that it will “transcend
the traditional museum expe
tence and embody he spiit
of mchusivity. It will be a muse
um of the people, centring
community narmtves — a s
tarment bo Tndia's begacy as the
mother of democracy” In this
confext, the ministry recently
organdsed an interministers
al stakeholder consultation
and capacity-building work-
shop, Indin and Franee have
sgned & Memorandiim of
Undlerstanding (Mol) for the
development of the project as
France s renowned for its
expertise in such projects
exemplifiecd by the Louvre,
the Grand Palais, and the
Hotel de 1o Marine.

Museums are integral to
our cultural imagination
and national identity Let's
not get this one wrong.
May the timeless and eler
nal Indis shine.
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ModisJ&K outreach

Restoration of statehood remains elusive

RIME Minister Narendra Modi has gifted
Jammu & Kashmir the Z-Morh tunnel which
will make the tourist resort of Sonamarg
acoessible throughout the year Last week, the
PM virtually maugurated the Jammu raflway
division, and he is expected to flag off the Delhi-Srinagar
‘Vande Bharat train on Republic Day. So far so good. The
BIPled Centre is going all out to boost J&K's economy
and reduce ‘Dilli seduri’, but what about its promise to
restore statehood? It's been three months since the
Assembly elections were held —after a decade long gap
— and the NC-Cong wmedthe
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah keeps raising the all-
important demand — he did so in the PM's presence on
Monday too — but he has refrained from exerting pres-
sureon the Centre 1o set atimeline.

Modi has tried to reassure Omar and the people of
J&K that “right things will happen at the right time".
The PM has claimed that he always keeps his promises
— and the CM has been quick to vouch for that, praising
him effusively for keeping his word on holding the
Assembly elections. Curiously, in his speech ata poll ral
v in Srinagar kst year, the PM had aserted that the BJP
'm‘:uH Tulfil 1he em'nnulmml of restoring smehmd

in terthe tunnel ina
took a circuitous route to talk about the matter. '.l'hls
should have perturbed Omar, but it apparently didn't.

'I'heCMhaamadenntmmsmtpum l.ﬁi.bwmur

ofhise who
are constantly at hmu'hl.uis mTh the Centre. Omar's
mecent attack on the INDIA bloe, of which the Congress &
the most prominent member was music tothe BIP's ears.
Hisown party’s MP.Aga Syed Mehdi, has stirmed the pot by
saying that the (M should not be seen by the people as
“Dehhi's representative’, Al stake here are the aspirations
of local residents — and Omar’s credibility.

Maha Kumbh 2025

Atest of faith and logistics

HE Maha Kumbh Mela, a confluence of spir-
ituality and culture, began in Prayagraj on
Morday with the Shahi Snan, drawing mil-
lons to the sa:'n.-d e\enL ]Icnwwr. while the
festival dtradition, its
history is marred by tragic incidents, such as the deadly
stampede of the last Maha Kumbh in 2013 that claimed
30 lrves. As against the 120 million devotees who visited
the mela in 2013, this year, with over 450 million expect-
ed attendees, including 1.5 million foreign tourists, the
event highlightsboth India’s cultural vibrancy and logis-
ical chalk ‘The Uttar Pradesh hasallo-
cated Ks 7000 erore to transform the 4,000-hectare ate
into a state-of-the-art temporary city, complete with
150,000 tents, Al-enabled surveillance and enhanced
spcurity Yot, thespectre of past tragedies looms, remnind-
ing us that managing such massive crowds requires
unwa\.ennzwgllm an\i mrm-ahm
Improw better
ddes and the use of Al-driven monitoring systems d!‘s
hope for a safer Maha Kumbh. The stakes are high —
beyond its spiritual significance, the event is projected to
inject Rs 2 lakh crore into Uttar Pradesh's economy, pro-
wicing a Bfeline to tourism and local buginesses. If all poes
wedl, this edition could mark aturning point in India’s glob-
al toursm reputation, attracting more visitors toitsrich eul-
turaltapestry:. The festival also highlights India’s soft pow-
er Cultwal events, mtemational collaborations and
sustainability initiatives mm-dm its global appeal
However, amid th sist. Over-
crowding, strained resources and the potential for
mizhaps must be addressed proactively. The Maha
Kumbh is a testament to India's ability to balance tradi-
ticn with modernity. Asthe world watches, this spectacie
«can reaffirm India's ethos of faith, unity and resllience,
provided every effort is made to ensure safety and digni-
1y for all devotees congregating at the 45-day mela

OPINION
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Keep Taliban close, Afghan people closer

There has to be a plan other than feelmg good about having scored one over Pakistan

SOUTH SIDE_
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

HREEAND-A-HALF

years  after  ther
of

takeover
Afghanistan, the Tal-
ihan, ane no Jonger the
only militant group to have wrest-
ed control of an entire country
from its legitimate government.
‘The Syrian Hay ot Thrir al-Sham
(HTS) is the second fundarnental-
ist Sunni group, also a designated
terrorist group, o take over acoun-
try. Somalig's al-Shabaab was
beaten back with Ethiopia's help,
else there might have been three
of them, but it's 561 not ruled out.
‘The difference  between
Afghanistan and Syria is that
the world is Bring up already at
the door of the HTS lead er and
de facto head Ahmed al-Sharaa.
‘The French and German foreign
ministers were first up. Known
better by his nom de guerre Abu
Mohammed akJulani, he has

HIGH-LEVEL CONTACT: India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri (left) beld talks with Afghanistan's acting
Foretgn Minister Amir Khan Muttag in Dubai last week.rm

decide to believe. At this point,
India believes that the Taliban
hold the keys to its security con-
cems on its north-western bor-
ders. That is why Delhi, which
was gilent on the Israeli strikes
in Gazm that have now killed
nearly 45,000 Palestinians, flat-
tened homes, hospitals and
schools alike, has found its
tongue to condemn Pakistan's
Dcctmbﬂ airstrikes  inside
Afgh aimed

quickly shed hi bhat gear for
tadlored suits, and has talked
down the extremism associated
with HTS, and hisown al-Qaeda
past, allaying fears — at least for
niow — of & second Afghanistan,
a theocratic state, though the
last word on this is yet to be spo-
ken. America willing, HTS may
scon lose its terrorist tag. The
US has already removed its $10-
million bounty for him.

On the other hand, even by the
duplictous standards and shift-
ing poalposts of geopolitics, no
government has been able to
find a good enough justification
for put lipstick on the Taliban’s
gender apartheid. So, while
many countries have diplomatic
engagement with the regime,
and some have full-fledged
diplomatic representation, the
Taliban might yet be beaten by
HTS to formal recognition.

In the end, it ois down to
what the nternational commu-
nity, and individual countries,

at militants of the Tehrik-eTal-
iban Pakistan (TTF), but killed
45 civilians instead.

Nodoubt Pakistan-Afghanistan
tensions helped the juices flow
and set the stage fora “construc-
tive” meeting two weeks Lter in
Dubai between Afghanistan's
acting Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqgi and India's For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri, the
highest level of contact that India
has offered the Taliban so fax

But let's also keep our memries
long. For all their apparent def-
ance of Pakistan, the Afghan Tal-
iban retadn many links totheir it
putron. Muttag, who grewupand
obtained his Istamic aducation in
Fukistan, and was part of the
Balochistan-based Quﬁ‘r.n Shum

Inthe graveyard of
l.‘[]'lpll'( s evoryone is
playing their own
game, induding
the Taliban.

blamd for the 2008 bombing of
the Afghanembassy. may be out
of a spy thriller, and inevitable,
given Sirajuddin Haggani's sta-
tus as Afghanistan’s interior
minister But the armvals at the
new international airport in
Ehost in Hagganiland are... who
exactly? The Taliban's supreme
leader Hibatullah Akhundzada,
based in Kandahar. is in touch
with the who's who of Pakistan.
And despite the hostility, Pak-
istan's links with sections of the
TTP goback a long way.

S0 why didl Pakistan take the
extreme step of  bombing
Afghanistan’s border badlinds?
Those who have olserved the

of the Taliban, Paki ilitary for years believe
nﬂb'm\mdm&mmm that the Amny chief, Gen Asim
several ways. So too other mem-  Munir, isdesperate torekindle US
Rers of the de fato govemnment. interest in the AfPak region, the

Delhi's channels to  the
Haggani network, which is

Pakistan militery’s cash cow for
four decades until it dried up in

the summer of 2021, ISI chief
Mubhammad Asim Malik's very
public visit 10 Thjikistan, where
the antiTal iban Northern Aliance
is bused, and his meeting with
President Emomali Rahmon may
have been another smokeand-
mimrors move that seems tohave
miled the Indian media mone than
anyone in Afghanistan. The Mut-
tagi-Misri photo op has similarly
hit the intended audience. In the
graveyard of empires, everyone is
Haying their own game, inchud-
ing the Taliban,

Engaging with the Taliban for
the sake of India's security is an
imperative that cannot be trifled
with. The question thus is not if
India should be talking to the
Thliban, but if it should be repeat-
ing the mistake it made in
Bangladesh (and Myanmar) in
Afghanistan? Or as Raghav
Sharma, associate professor at
the Jindial School of Intemation-
al Affairs, asks, does India havea
Hueprint for its engagement
with the Taliban, and what the
deliverables are? Smply pat,
there has to be a plan other than
feeln g good about having soored
one over Pakistan.

Delhi's dealings with the Tal-
ihan to the exdusion of what has
been India’s invahiable strategic
mssetin Afghanistan — the people
of that country — bring back the
=mell of all eggs in one busket.
China's robust presence in

Iwould never callaneighbour an enemy. But Iwould request the neighbour to be agood neighbour, —pomid arzai

Two contrasting

Afghanistan Sostensibly the oth-
erreason why India wants tobe in
Kabul. But it's the Chinese now
affering scholarships to Afghan
students, while India's pusilla-
nimity on this front has prevented
it even from inviting back those
whose studies here were nter-
rupted, after abruptly cancelling
thousands of visas ostensibly on
sequrity considerations in 2021,
India may quietly take up its
unfinisher] projects such as the
Shatoot Dam for suggslyofdrinking
water to Kaluil, which the Tuliban
hanvee been asking Delhi o do for ot
least three years. Last year, the gov-
emment sent enginesrs to run a
check on the Indian-built Salma
Darn in Herat. India does not have
China's deep pockets, but it has—
o had — the goodwill ofthe Afghan
people, and it is with them that it
should be nbouilding bricges.
Every country in the West has
made space for its friends and
allies in Afghanistan, even while
engaging with the Thliban at an
arm's length. India used to have
some 40000 resident Afghans at
one point, most of them students,
Not one was a security threat.
Now, they are down to a few thou-
sand here. Some went back to
their uncertain  destinies in
Afghanistan, while others got
third-country visas, puzded and
disappointed by India's rejection,
Losing the Afghan people to
Pakistan, China, Turkey, Iran or
countries in Europe should be a
far bigger conoem for India than
the ISI chief's vigit bo Tajikistan,
India, which reopened its mis-
sion in Kabul in 2022 with a
‘technical team’, should accept
the Taliban's appointments to
its diplomatic missions im Delhi,
as it has already done in Mum-
bai, but it should also reopen its
doars to Afghans, Citing security
fears for not processing Afghan
visas is as good as saying that
Indian security agencies are
incompetent. The Taliban want
India to start issuing visas. Del-
hi could start by inviting Afghan
wren 1o retiimn to thelr studies
here, gently hinting to the Tal-
iban to leam from HTS. Indians
imagine their country as part of
the “great game”, but great
games are not for timid players,

Provide
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sation Law must facilitate govermnance

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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The presldl-n tship

WE have already

mmeﬁmmmmnwmbmp\emdﬂnmn
b Legislative Counal mane time for disaissing the nomination
His Excellency has post-
poned the council meeting that was scheduled for today: The first
meeting of the council will now be held on the 16th, and this mat-

of candiclates for the office of presid,

ter will up for ion. We have exp d

cation at the action taken by His Excellency because it is both
right ancl wise in itself. If, however, this action is to produce good
results, it is essential that both the government and the coundl
should realise the seriousness: of their responsibility in this mat-
ter. The govemment is not and cannot afford to bea neutral par-
ty inthis case because it has a considerable number of volesat its
dlspnﬂl Thise votes, undﬂlhcstnnululdmeumwmm

cisely the recommenid: the Joint C:

en, exrept in the cise of members of the government, towhomso-
ever the offidal and semi-official members chose to give them,
but which, judging from past experience in analogous cases, will
in all probatality be cast in favour of theperson whom the govern-
ment itself willhave decided to support. So far as these votes are
concemeed, m'lclthewnund:m is large encugh to tum the scale in
it in its power to use
them to prevent the mlumo[anunpmhherotlmm’lse unde-
whohas
the c:apac'ﬂ_\' to conduct the delberations of the councl with

any fairly clos

sirable president and to facilitate th of

knewledge, faimess and impartiality.

state funerals

Rajan Kasnyvap

N recent weeks, we wit nessed live telecast of the state funer-
als of two uncommon world keaders, Dr Manmohan Singh
and Jimmy Carter Both statesmen were equally renowned
for their humility, integrity and simplicity. Dr Singh served for
10 years as the Prime Minister of the world's largest democra-
cy, while Carter held for four years what isarguably the workl's
most powerful elected position — President of the United
States of America. When they departed ot the ripe age of 92 and
100, respectively, they were extolled for suceessfully guiding
their nations with wisdom, humanism and decency.
Astonishingly, their funerals were a study in stark contrast.
‘The former PM's passing was marked by an acimonious
debate be tween leaders of the ruling party and the Opposition.
Manmohan Singh was an epitome of sobiriety and grace. The
opposing political parties squabbled over the very venue for
the last rites, Nigambodh Ghat, considered tooaoaded for the
vast number of distinguished admirers of the great Sikh. It
was startling to cbserve that there was inadequate seating
space even for the wife and daughters of the departed leader.
“The TV cameras focussed on the leading lights of the mling
dispensation rather than on the members of the grieving fam.
ily. For the prime cocasion, the electronic media had been
unableto garner eulogies from Dr Singh's prominent friends
and colleagues, It was a day later that one saw vignettes show-
casing his remarkable achivements, and espedally the per-

sonal touch that dby missing at the

Beamed thmde (_hners !\.lncrnlm“‘nshlmeL was
a profi ional event. The gathering
inschaded fi Presid their wives, besi, incum-

bent and the President-elect. As per tradition, almost every gen-
Ueman wore a back tie, the exception being Donald Trump,
who chose to sport a blue nedktie, the colour of his Republican
Party. The eulogies were short, crisp and emotive, The grand-
sons of the late ex-President uccupmi a pride ul'pl.x‘r They
fondly bered hirn by E personal

“The most sparkling tribute was by Steve Rord, son of Gerald
Ford, an adversary who had lest to Carter in the 1976 election.
Steve read out 3 eulogy that his father twho died in 2006) had
compaosed; it was meant 1o be reac out if Carter were to outlive
Ford —and he eventually did. Thetwo archrivals had become
soclose that they had composed a eulogy for each other. As the
tributes were read out one after another, I could not make out
the political affiliation of any of the speakers. All wemn togeth-
er in celebrating the Bfe of their ex-President.

‘The accolades at the US event recreated for the viewers a
living image of a great human being, Our media and leaders
have missed a great opportunity. Wish we in India would
learn from the American example.

Refer to ‘Workers in peril’; workers play a
major role in building roads, flyovers, bridges,
dams and tunnels. In recent years, the infra-
structure sector has been a key driver of the
Indian economy, and workers are the meal
hemes of this success story. The long operation
torescus labourers trapped in nnU“.ankhnnd

Apropos of ‘Disclosure curbs enfeebling
RTI law’; the main objective of the RTLAct
was to ensure good governance and trans-
parency, which were direly needed in our
bureaucratic styleof functioning However,
over time, the Act was misused by self-
styled activists to the extent that honest

tunnel, two deaths at an unde tion

government officials became defensive in

buikding in Chhattisgarh and the mishap at a
mikvay station in UP attest to the need for
implementing the Bullding and Other Con-
struction Workers' Act, 1996, in better and spir-
it Incase of death and serious injuries, vietims”
families must get sdeguate compensation.
[RAJBAHADUR YADAY, FATEHABAD

Punish defaulters

Apropos of “Workers in perl; news reporis
nmumnlhm--‘hmkhna&brdmm fy-
overs 1l in tunnels and mi

their decisi king. Some activists file
applications seeking trivial and even per-
sonal information, which can be misused.
The Act needs to be balanced to avoid such
situations. While the spirit of the law is
good, it has to be viewed in a wider per-
spective. It has to be a means to facilitate
governance and not hamper it.

TENNDER SHARMA, KURUKSHETRA

Centre must assure farmers

workers get trapped are becoming an everyday
affaie Such mishaps can be avoided if provi-
sions of the Building and Other Construction
Workers' Act, 1996, are complied with sincerely
and the safety of workersis ensured. The bauild-
ing regulations and the quality of the construc-
tion material should be checled; no relation
s!ul.lldbcdbwulhumlrmﬁmshudm
workers' il

ment :slmdndllmrmhbumrﬂh:
ignored. The employers who are defaulters on

SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

Authorities must take action
Refer o "Workers in peril’; the editorial has
rightly highlighted the situaion of the workers
whio are made toengage in dangerous tasks. In
the past also, there have been many reports
wherein  such dailywage lbbourers weme
o i i i e
purview of municipal bodies. These hapless
workers are the breadwinners of their fumibes
andthey risk their lives to eam a livelihood, The
authorities concerned should take intoconsider-

ation the workers' safety before employing
them in such hazardous tasks. State govern-
ments should also tale necessary steps so that
such tragic inddentsdon’t recur
RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUD HIARNA

With refi to “To firm up joint course,
farm unions to meet in Patiala today”; the
meeting is an im portant step towards break-
ing the deadlock between the Centre and
farmers, The farm unions must prioritise
their key demands and offer solutions tothe
government, especially reganding crops
that can replace paddy. On the other hand,
the Centre should introspect and come up
with a written resolution to assure farmers
thatany crop that conforms to the stand ards
shall get a minimum profitable return. This
stepis necessary to convinee farmers toend
their protests and leave the highways free
for unhindered movement.

HARSIMRANVIR SINGH, PATIALA

Must protect art & culture
‘With reference to “We don't care’; India is a
veritable treasure trove of artistic works, but it
is a great pity that we don't care about them.
People don’t try to protect the works, unless
these have something to do with religion,
There are thousands of monuments across
the nation in a state of neglect. Unless tourists
come Lo visit a place, neither the authorities
nor the prople seem (o bother. Our ancestors
created marvellous works that have survived
to this day We must question oursebves when
did we change andwhy.

ANTHONY HENRIQUES, MUMBAI

Leriers to the Edace, typedin double space, Mmmﬂwmmlm&

These should be cogently witien

st by
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A thought for today
There is science, logic. reason; there is thought
verified by experience. And then there is California
EDWARD ABBEY

Moh, Maya & Mewa

Pilgrimages are giant earners. India’s multiple
pilgrimage sites offer states plenty of business

hwin forces, liberalisation and religiosity, made the pilgrim’s
I progress to religious tourism a short walk, Austerity and
hardship on pilgrimages are hoary concepts, almost totally
replaced by comfortable religious tourism - if you're okay with
wintry dips at a Kumbh, risk a crush at a temple site, or are ready
to brave a landslide or two in the Himalayas. An abundance of
pilgrimage sites lie scattered countrywide, and it is the exuberant
plurality of Hinduism that makes no single pilgrimage a must-do
or rank above any other: Where you go is on you (in so many ways,
actually). Will it be the chardhams - Puri in the east, Rameshwaram
(south), Dwarka (west)and Badrinath (north)- or the 12 jyotirlingas
that'll take you to 8 states? Are holy-dips like Kumbh and Ganga-
sagar your thing, or maybe one of the 80+ temple towns? It could be
that one stop of all things ancestry & karma - Gaya or modernites
might stick to Belur: Shirdi or Auroville. Goddesses call too
then it's Jammu's Vaishno Devi or
Assam's Kamakhya or one of over
50 other sites. Upshot - bucket lists
of pilgrimages can be as long as
vou want.

The 45-day Kumbh, defined by
astrological timing (once in 12 years)
and locations (4}, began yesterday
with over ler estimated to take the
holy dip. Also a Makar Sankranti annual pilgrimage, Bengal's
Gangasagar witnessed 65L rolling visitors by govt estimate.
Administrations have always organised the gargantuan events like
clockwaork, largely glitch-free - a feat remarkable given the ineffici-
ency baked into day-to-day governance India-wide. From infra to
medical and communication centres, drinking water and sanitation,
security to transport and parking, everything is geared to hosting and
shepherding people - loudspeakers exhorting people along the
riverbank to keep walking - crowds paced to flow like the river. Even
airports turn indulgent, allowing small bottles of ‘ganga’ water,
packaged by pilgrim-site business ecosystem. With a budget of
about 6.9k cr, Kumbh authorities are expectinga revenue of ¥25k cr
from rentals, taxes and sale of worship essentials, llowers and
prasad. Luxury hotels are expected toearn T6K e

Fact is, any pilgrim site attracts tens of thousands of devotees
through the year, and up to lakhs on special days. And govis wait
eagerly. Oneman's god isanother'sfinancial activity - nowhere does
it ring truer than during India's massive religious spectacles. It is
one reason why the attempt over the last decade-plus to convert a
decentralised Hinduism into a more monolithie religlon gets
checked. As they say, moh the maya, better the bottom line,

Soak It Up

If we are going to use more and more groundwater,
we need to put more rainwater underground
Indlﬂ got abundant rain in 2024°s monsoon, but saved less water

underground. Latest data shows a slight slip from 2023, when

groundwater recharge was estimated at 449bn tonnes, or 45
times the capacity of Bhakra Dam's reservoir Gobind Sagar. The
drop amounts to just about 2bn tonnes and wouldn't matter if we
weren't such a groundwater-dependent country, But our cities have
spread horizontally by swallowing tanks, ponds and local streams,
and now their vertical rise depends on the water underground.
Rising agricultural yields also mirror the falling water table. In
fact, 2024's reduced groundwater recharge iargv])' resulted from

ir B extraction for agriculture

in Punjab, Haryana and western UP So there can
be no letup in groundwater recharge, especially

when the f rainfall has cha il

Old-timers remember the monsoon asa time of

long, steady and frequent wet spells. Now, there

are fewer wet days and more bouts of very heavy

rain. Sclentists blame global warming. They say

warmer air holds more moisture for longer, so when

it dumps it, the result is a deluge. New data from

US govt’s Climate Prediction Center shows 2024 had

the highest recorded “extreme’ rainfall events although the year's
overall rainfall was 27th lowest in the past 46 years.

Rainfall alone does not recharge groundwater but it takes care of
about two-thirds of the replenishment. Govt data shows that India
averages 3.680bn tonnes of precipitation - rain and smow - yearly, of
which only 436bn tonnes, on average, is absorbed by the ground. So,
inereasing rai narvesti beanational priority, Dams
are costly, ecologically destructive and controversial. Distributing
the water they hold through canals and pipelines is also expensive,
Letting water soak into the goil, the way nature intended. s wiser

PIN me down

Once it was ghosts that scared, today it's passwords
Bikram Vohra

When 1 a kid | was scaved of dragons and somecne called
the bogeyman. Then it was ghosts. a\l'M'whichﬂul piun«.nncl
snakes. These pale into gnificance against
phobia which is passwords, OTPs and PINs, | Ir‘ill\' live in
dreac of them. [quake.

. ‘Theotherday Lam told ow important Lam tothis company
and all agents are busy handling other customers so please hold. I finally get
this guy (or bot, never sure which) wha tells me that for my security they need
verification that m e, What s your mother's birth r? Mum would now
have been 102, what would you have done, sent her

Then 1 am asked to put in my mobibe phone pin code and this s where the
panic sets in. If it is not the PIN then it is the last four digits of your Aadhaar
card, Sonow the hunt begins for the card and obyiously you press the wrong key
and now that profile has been replaced by an ad where desperate hammerings

on thex in acorner resist your efTorts,

(0] If this torture was not enough try the bank that asked me to
confirm my last three transactloms, Perfectly valld guestion
assuming humans traipse through their day keeping in their mind
their ATM transactions for just such an oceasion.

For the sakeof sacred security, they ask us tocreat hatcome off
like Einstein’s oq ons, What's wron ith bix22? Too casy to o . Whoon
warth is going to crack my lop, pallid account? But Tmust be secure. With an
asterisk, a capital letter, a symbol, lowercase and a number my current pass-
word reads something like B Sik2iramnzd.

OFF and on you are also accosted by a set of pictures and have to recognise
the frames with cars or bridges and it is 2 tense battle of nerves, The biggest
ogreof course is the disembodied voice that tells you their men has changed

h

MORE THE FACTS

LESS THE FRICTION

THE TIMES OF INDIA
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025

Olympics 2028: LA’s Now Disqualified

The world shouldn't risk watching a Games sequel to today’s real-life disaster movie.

California has

been building up a tinderbox for decades and wildfires are now a year-round phenomenon there

Albert 5 Fu

The Palisades wildfines have taken out
a big chunk of Malibu. A decade after
the 1984 LA Olymphes, scholar and actl-
vist Mike Davis had famously argued
The Case for Letting Malibu Burn. He
wrote that periodic firestorms of
magnitude are inevitable as long as
regident istolerated in
the fireecology of lho Santa Monicas.

With the hills of Los Angeles once again burning,
and dramatic images of dest-
ruction, firefighters, and
evactees ovoking distress
across the world, we should
remember that all of this is
sadly predictable. hen
Davis noted a long history
of fires in the region, it was
o question the longterm
sustainability of Los Angeles
and lis suburban sprawl. The
question is salient again,
and another LA Olympics is
arournd the corner.

Prone as it is 1o disaster,
Los Angeles ks much better
knwvwn for sunshine, beaches,
and Hollywood glamour
Indeed, its glitz was part of
‘s piteh for the 2022

lifornia’s
fire season starts in late summer, with some of the
worst fires occurring in autumn. But now we see
g a yearround phenomenon, July is no
i, There is a real chance that we will see a
econflagration during the Games too. Therefore, we
st ask i the world §s veady for an (Mymple sequel to
today's real-life disaster movie.

In addition to fires, there is also the risk of
earthquakes. Then there are himan-generted disasters.
For generations, local morning news has issued
warnings of bomch luse: 1 water
smog alerts regarding air quality, and drought-related
water conservation emergencies. Cities like Los Angeles
have a precarious relationship with their environment,

us feedback loopthr
1l ecosystens,

In the caseof five, climatechange s amajor deiver A
hotter and drier landscape becomes a tinderbox when
theSanta Ana winds igniteor fan the flames we will see

maore of in the future. However, urban planning and
cuts to publicservices are equally important.

Much of the current devastation is a byproduct of
sprawl into the wildland-urban interface, where homes
directly borvder fireprone landscapes. Whil ifornia
h:nmull\.']mslmlbncl::!i!'\lnslmmngrw‘-h 0

replace T yearsof such

sources that emit a great deal of greenhouse pases.
Currently more than half of electricity generation is from
muclear and renewakide sources, But regardbess of souroe,
he thirst for power roquires a network of calses transmit.
ting electricity within and from outsice tlwe state. This
equalsa risky landscape, asstrong winds can down power
lines. Some of the worst wildfives in recent history have

structures beingbuilt. the state strugges to
address the problem of these communities drawing on
imported water sources to sustain not uni\' their thirst,
It alsoal landscape ol

Owerall, thesame kindof develop { b

elect

Related to energy consumption, the LA sprawl of
stuceo homes with red-tile roofs lacks a robust public
transportation network, rely ing on fossil fuel powered
vehicles, ing the effects of climate change

LOS AMGELES
MEMORIAL

encouraged even though awareness of wildfire dangers
has increased. In the early 20005, mmwmm building

and extreme fire weather.

For generations, C:
fila has prioritised the
mobile over public
tranait. The 19608 new
hand Missing Persons m\m'
the song Walkimg in LA,
which went “you won't see a
cop wal on the be 8
kid  walk home
school.. nobody  walks in
LA." Instead, a vast network
of congested  freeways
stretehes miles inland, The-
s roads becume jamimed
with traffic as efficials kssued
evacuatlon orders. In a
stunning video, firefighters

use a bulldozer to move
abandoned hlocking
theii il tlireate.

ned communities.
Even without a disaster, LA mayor Karen Bass has
nul\'d the logistical challenges of providing public

homes claimed shelter-in-ploce and Space
strategies would s communitics from catastrophe,
This ncludes designing eaves, gutters, and vents 1o
prevent lgnition as embers are blown Iww:utl lingses.

tiesl tohil actors for br b
and other ﬁmmh\'t:mnnmbur\m In & way, there was a
recogni

ot the ather way arounl, This facade of sallN\' would
Teelp Californka maintain its mythic Eden. ke imkage.

Davis called this a perverse fact: “After every major
Californka blaze. homeowners and their re

tators during the Olympics.
The city is deploying strategies such as electric bises
alongsidenew solar projects toachievea nel-peroemission
event. Incaseof adisaster, weneed toask if the elty and
arganizers can provide transportation for participants
and locals. There are also significant challenges for
outdoor events if smoke affects airquality.

Lastly Los Angeles is not alone. The Meditercanean
o hot-dry summer clime, which includes Austealia,
Chile, Europe, South Africa. and Turkey: has long had pro-
blt'ms wlth v\l.]ﬂ.ﬁnﬁ They are all experiencing climate

1fi werity Los A

takoshelter inthebolief thatif wildfirecan'tbe provented,
nonetheless, its destruct veness can Iu.mmnl il

of the a mbac Sl
tainable and resilient l\llllrr will require a fundamental

Anothir gepect of Lis Angel 1
Is the clty's energy consumpdion. Sure, Califor nia qu
made significant progress in reducing its reliance on

aluldt by how 1, bawklt, s livesd i
The writer teaches envirormental and irban soctology at
Kutztown University

India & NRIs Need An Insider Job In Trump’s America

Taking a leaf out of Jewish playbook, Indian-Americans must deploy their community strengths
to protect their interests, as well as New Delhi's, against rising anti-immigrant sentiment

Ashwin Sanghi

e | If youareon social media, yoncoubdn’t

ave mised the heated arguments

- over the H1B visa programme. Many

4 tap professionals in tech, engineering,

i > P and healtheare in US are of Indian

origin. US holds a lottery each year to

permit 85,000 professionals to be employed by Ameriean
corporations.

The H-1E programme has been a key factor in US
#lobal competitiveness. Some of the top US companies
are bed by immigrants. But it's equally true that some

il to recruit
eheaper forvign labour thiis depriving qualified
ans and driving down wages
contrast the annual H-1B number with
smn people who cross over into
America illegally every year. Unsurprisingly
immigration was a key issue during US elec
tions, But most Indian-Americans imagined
the angst was with illegal fmbgratbon - not
the legal kind. What they didn’t realise is that
politics isoften driven by emotion.

The important thing is that Indian-Ameri-
cans comprise just 1,35% of the US population
But contribute disproportionately Their median
annual household Income is S153.000, double
the American average, and they account for 5% of
income tax revenues. They have co-founded 72 of 648US
unicorns, they lead 16 Fortune 500 companies, and own
60 of Ameriea’s hotels, Collective generate
W-i3mn Ametican jobs, Could it 1 i the very
prosperity of this group is fuelling r m in & tough
economy? Sure. Success often breeds contempt.

The Carnegie Endowment's report on Indian-
American Mlitluk'b shiows that 56% of this demo-

Around 51% of Indian-Americans are Hindu. This
subgroup has always been more comfortable with
Democrats, For this group to swing Republican shows
jugt how badly the Democrats messed up, Recall the
badgering of India and Hindus by Democrats such as
Tlhan Omar. Rashida Tlaib and Pramila Jayapal; the
needling of India through USCIRF reports; the SWAT
raids on BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Mew
' attempes to pass resolut 408 for perceived

1 i1 US; the propping up of Khalis-
tank tervor suspects: a regime change ope
Bangladesh at the cost of Hindu lives. ..the list

Contrast that with Trump who umuul.\ul.nllr

condemned “the barbaric violence against Hindus" in
Bangladesh, His statement accused the Biden-Harris
team of having "ignored Hindus across the world and
iu,\nlrr . He further said he wou strengthen our
great ealip with India and my good feiend, PFM
Muodl." HI: earller participation in the Howdy Madl
event in Houston and the Namaste Trump event in
Ahmedabad may have been for strategic reasons but
it was also enthusiastic. Further, Trump's hardline

graph ¥ 47% do
SO TR
camp. Many of them r| 5t he wondering about the
wisdom of the political choice they made. They
shouldn’t. The reality is that neither Democrats nor
Republicans arefor - or against - them

with many Hindus,
Ilul could all of that come undone with the H-1R
? Probably not. This is a learning moment for
Indian-Americans. T hey should take a page out of the

ACal

Duryedhan into, 'Dinl:lulho Kauravs.

Acting on Krishn's advice, Shalya becomes Karn's
furing the war, However, he subtly questions
watrategio:, exaggeratis Arjun’ssuperiority and
sows seeds of doubt at cruclal moments. In modern
geopolitics, Shalya might well be seen as a lobbyist, an
influential force working quietly behind the scenes to

shape outcomes,
Astriking example of acontemporary alya” is
the pro-seacl lobly: US hosts 51 pro-seaeli lobbying

organizations, despite the Jewish population aceoun-
ting for only 2.2% of the country. But consider this:
half of America's 800 billionaires are Jewish. Is it
any wonder that US unilaterally relocated its
embazsy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem? Or that
military ald 1o lsrael reached a whopping
16.3bn Last year?

Havi nericans in the limelight -
Vivek Ramaswamy, Kash Patel, Usha Vance,
Sundar Pichai, or Sriram Krishnan - does not
ensure their interests are protected, In America,
aselsewhere, it's usually about mor

Given the provisions of Federal Election

Campaign Act, it is illegal for foreign nationals,
ions to directly or indi iy

ROV1S, or cor
contribute mone
partie
toprotect lsraell and.Jewish imon\-ﬂsmmp«
tion at the helm, That's what
Indian-Americans need to learn from.

In the Ramayan, it was the maid Manthara who
alteredd the political landscape of Kosala. It was
Vibhishan's insights that influenced the outeome of
Ham's war with Ravan. Itwas Hanuman's intervention
that prompted Sugriv to field his army behind Ram.
What was common toall these characters?

They were insiders, Insiders wield unparalleled
power toghape decisions, wi e through persuasion
ring thelr economibc

e,
Indian-Americans must play a vital role in protecting

Mahabharat, In that epic, Shalya playvs a
Initially aligned with the Pandavs, he

ke by

thairown i weell as thoseof Bharat
Thewriter isanauthorof severed warks of fcttar

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacred\pucu

I DOMT THIMK You
SHOLLD MME To DO
SCMETHING UNLESS.

o Emwwwsnr.

- The mind
islike the
wind.
You're
el trvingto
stop the
wind, dressed asa kite.
Hene are vou going to doit?

Mosil

Kite Flying: An Allegory Of Meditative Union

Chetan Savla

yout need tocheck i there is any tear
in thee Kite's pag

dhibeh will case
eLhon,

e kite's flight, soyou try e hand di

and you are now ready for flight,
Next you get a feel of the wind

combined inameditative union.
The process of fiyingakite islike
meditation. Thesizeof the kite ks like

Thm\ Isads
isflying it. TJns ll'!ﬂhDIIsth Bl‘ts

From the time an indi “kam

selecta
i

tistheritualof tying upthe
Bridbe, strings. You usea

selocts o kite L e sk the
kite first. The all ones are for high-
speed manoeuvring when the wind is
weak, whereas large ones are expected to
heodd asteadier s reupin

ite paper totiethissiring,

Then, the length oneach side

of thebridle string is
L If the ki

i

the kite on that side, give the {irst tugon

your string and the kite is off. Continuous
tugging and manoeuvring are requi-

red tocross the first 100 metres, sl

after which the kite is in the 3

the duration of meditation. The spine
of thekite islike the strength and
Nexibility which your body needs to
y still fora long time, A tearon the
.|p|.-l' iz like distraction to be
ion. The

wind, and y

astrong wind, Then you test the kite's
f|lir|l'-s:lch.1‘l‘thl'eﬂplm lnol'll:iLll.liln'

Why a ¥
nmnu‘(,:\n1|I!L"s'i.ellholl"wllomlher'l’msﬂ r.. press 2 for.and so on till
press &, none of which indicate what hoops you need to jump through to get to
oneof those live agents who are helping other customers.

Finally, after you have had a bath, shaved, changed your clothes and had
a map the human volee conneets and then please hold, Hold what, my
horses, my sanity. my patience? Sorry, vou have been timed out.

enough
for a steadier Night, and i thespine ks too
weak, then it will be difficult to steer the
direction of the flight. You bend the spine
with your hands and geta feelof the
Rexibility and finally sebect one which is
neither too Figid nor too weak. Finally

Wriclle is nt an equel distance
jabis a1 both ends of
kit then there will be
good balance during Might,
whereas keeping the top string longer by
acentimatre can improve manoeuvring
of the Kite. 1t i

he mu!lz--stringmlu [rk i reel-string.

the

tim
THE SPEAKING TREE The

e i i, b

freerollof thestringtogo
farther and higher. It now
needs mild tugs from tima to
e, juast to stay on course,
i isthedio

your soul through the string.
You can feel the wind in its wings, the
flex im its spine. It conveys to you what it

it
“Kanni'is 1ike theemational balance
required as a precondition to medita-
tion, The first 100 metresof thekite's
Might arecfforts toachieve stillness
of the hody and awareness of breath
and thoughts inthe initial stages of
meditati "he final goal of full light
of the kite is like a steady state of

in thesky It

itsth conseious stillness at the pinnacle
of meditation,
Muakar Sankranti is celebrated on Jan 14
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Reviving RTI a
democraticimperative
TheSuprtrne Court hasdonewell toact onapetition

to revive the idea of Right to Information (RTI)
whichisalmaost d:adin the country. Tthascriticised

partofthe C gOveTNments
in appaumng Information Commissioners and asked
whatwas the use of creating the institution if there were
no people to run it. The court noted that the Central In-
formation Commission (CIC) has eight vacancies for the
posts of Information Commissioners. There are about
23,000 appeals seeking information from government
departments. Information Commissions are defunct in
some states and some have stopped accepting petitions
under the RTT Act, The court has directed the govern-
ment to file an affidavit within two weeks specifying
timelines formmplemn ofthe seLecmn pl'ncess and for
theselecti tofimalis ommendations.
Italsowants theappointments at the Central Information
Commissiontobe 3

The RTT Actis set tocomplete 20 vearsthis year. It was
mamadbylhc Manmohan Singh government to ensure
transparency lngovrmancc by making available on de-

theactions

and decisions of governments and
local administrations. This was a
measure to empower the citizens.
But the Act has now lost much of its
potency because governments have
steadily undermined it and choled
the institution to near death, Va-
cancies in the commissions are not
filled, responses to queries are not
sentintimeand sometimes not sent
at all. The penalty for not sending

COMMENT

EQUITY INDEX

India’s gigjobs: Potential
awaitsaplan

Adisruptive economyis
altering the job landscape
but what about employee

security?

1K € SMITHA AND
ANIL KUMAR VADDIRAJU

constitutes the fourth industrial

revolution. The gig and platform
economy is at the heart of this strue-
tural transformati srupting a
range of sectors such as ride-hailing
transport services, professional, ecu-
cation, home services, and retail. Glob-
ally, thereare 200 million gig-workers.
The ILO{2021) reports that 8% of weh-
based and location-based plntlonm

inlIndia,

tothe LIS witha 29% share. By 2020, an
estimated & million gig economy jobs
were present in India which could in-
crease to 90 million in the ong-term.
Ower the pastdecade, there have been
substantial changes in the workplace

It is argued that digital technology

therepliesintimeisnatenforced. In

many places, those who seek information under the Act
areattacked and harmed. There haveeven bemn\urders
of R‘[1 m:nmxs There i isanexus l:-c,-mv n politi
affici Tation in-
accessible. Gumnmcntshmhcﬂmm:l such cover-ups
and secrecy. The intent behind the RT1 law is defeated in
many ways.

Attempts to reduce the scope of the RT1 law and 1o
impose restrictions on its working started soon after the
law came into force, It was only when it started getting
implemented that governments realised what a potent
toolitwas in the hands of citizens. The terms of service of
the Central Information Commission were changed and
the pns:was stnpped ol‘ll:saummmy.kmm ﬂicm‘y be-

Governments . e riisioy

Iy incorporated into various job types.
have Thesenew technolegical interventions
continued to are incorporated into work as disrup-

tioms to the wary the old economy op-
undermine the erated. Uber, Ola, Zomato, and Swig-

gy represent this new gig economy,
idea, almost where tech corporates loat platforms
rendering the thatare ‘lean'without significant asset

meﬁhlp N cars, NO restaurants -
Acttoothless andwhcrl: Lhm: arrnumxrhcrs. Dn‘lj

vy

engage with consumers,

Gig workers can be broadly classi-
fied into platform and non-platform-
haied wrlem Platform umrlwrs are

whosework i

ital revolution, the rise of mobile and
internet usage, and the expansion of
retail e-commence have enabled India's
gig economy,

All digitaljapp-based jobs share the
existential lssues of prec insti-
bility, unemployment, and informal
employment circumstances within
“formal” sector organisations. Due
o contractual obligations, there are
no workplace entitlements. Social
inclusion in the platform economy is
hampered by structural issuwes, partice-
larly for women. There has not beena
shiftin the manufacturing sector o the
service sector in Indian cities, which
would have increased work opportu-
nities for the young people. To put it

Ly Ekolif: i
them

biliey insurance, accidental injury cover-
age,h maternity care, old age
protection, and other benefits, Follow-
ingg this code, social security initiatives

DECCANHERALD
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SPEAKOUT
. Youshould have at least four (children).
Thosewhohave fourchildren inthe Sanadhya
communitywill be rewarded with Rs 11akh
by the Parshuram Kalyvan Board..You should
not backout when it comes to having children,
orelse vidharmi will take over
this country. The Brahmins are
already becoming a minority.
Pandit Vishnu Rajoria,
MP Parshuram Kalyan Board chief

Faith minus vulnerability and mystery equals
extremism. If you've got all the answers, then don't

will be primarily funded by the lcdeml call what you do ‘faith”.
Timents, with Brene Brown
tribution of 1-2%of yearly revenue from
the itor. Also, the oo .
made fptatorm il TOBEPRECISE

not exceed 5’6 of the amount payable
tothe gig and platform workers. In ad-
dition, the code proposed to establish
aNational Social Security Board which
willl supervise and formulate schemes
for the well-being of gig and platform
workers. Health coverage worth Rs
3 1o 4 lakh extended to families of de-
livery workers has been put into place
as o pilot in New Delkd, Hyderabad,
and Ahmedabad.

Rajasthan was the first state to in-
troducealaw for gig workers, enac
the Platform Based Gig Workers [Rtg
istraion and Welfare) Act, on July 24,
2023. This law established a welfare
board and unique 10 for workers, and
‘asystem to monitor payments through
aCentral Transactson Informatson and
Management System (CTIMS). Other
statessuch as Karnataka and Telanga-
na are developing policies to provide
minimum wages, health benefits, ac-
cident insurance and other benefits
to gig workers. In the meantime, a gig
worker welfire board was

another way, gig economy employees

be estal
3,000 crorein Karmmlu A

typicallylack soc
of EPF or pension, exposure to cxper-
tise, and litthe to no negotiating power.
This has an impact en their pay and
their working conditions, There has
been a sizeable difference in the com-
pensation before and after the COV-
-’

]D—lB F‘Dr imstanee, tlmsc
1 h h

beenannouncedin ﬂacgrl: budget. At
present, noreliable governance meas-
ures are in place for gig workers,

The gig economy and the formal-in-
formal divide are closely related.
The availability of jobs in cities and
the ghl]s of informal labourers are

line softy ppsordigital
while nen-platform gig workers are
generally casual wage workers and
own-account workers in the conven-
tional sectors, working part-time or
Tull-time, According tothe NITT Aayog
report {2022) and IBEF (2022), the gig
workforce in India ks 7.7 million and is
expected toexpand o 235 crore (23.5
lvlillbﬁn}hg,I 20249-30,

'll\e Big economy encompasses
fi online platform workers,

ginning, i made o app oM
fromall walks oflife. The Sup: Courtalsol
thisa few mrswtbutli\cmmmcn!snhnys appoint-
ed retired bureaucratstothe job. The courtshould ensure
that the governments do not dilly-dally on its orders and
get away with their violations. Openness of governance
15 basic to democracy which becomes meaningful only
when the citizen's right to know is legally protected and
enforced.

What the wildfires
portend

he wildfiresraging in California’s Los Angelesserve,
again, asremindersof thedangers posed by climate
c]\ange mliws and :he wny(hej' are lived on earth.
Theareas d d by the fir Tuac f the rich-
estand glitziestin the world, They have been reduced o
rubbleand ashes inamarteroft days. Th
of acres havegmeup in flames and mlmm‘tlle richest
pemmandmh ities have been for their
mansions, Many lives have been lost and plants and trees
have been destroyed, Fire forces of the world'stop nation
have been unable to bring the conflagration under con-
trol. Thisis not the first ime that wildfires have damaged
California. It has been prone to these fires because of its
climate, geography and other features, Other places on
earthwithdifferent features, meanwhile, remain vulner-
able to other forms of climate disaster - these incidents
are growing in scale and intensity.
The fires are extreme climate events like cyclones,
typhoons, floods, droughts and other natural disasters
matha\q_ hit l.hc world more frequently in recent years,

ioners

ddlw.‘l's' partners, seli-employed, on-
call workers, and other temporary con-
tractual workers. These new business
models and working arrangements
have been ushered in by the develop-
ment of technodogy and the ensuing
digitalisation in metropolitan eities.
Economic liberalisation and the dig-

weree:lmumherwcen Rs 12,000 and
s 15,000 per week but their earnings
after theoutbreak are only between s
5,000 and Rs 7,000,

The policy shift

Following the pandemic, it is report-
ed that incentives were significantly
reduced, which had an impact on the
average monthly income, These new
dcwklprrms in Indmn cml:'slmvc lu:l

Iy out of syne. The political
economy trend of unemployment has
exacerbated extreme poverty and
prevented India's cities from realising
demographic dividends which are es-
sential for boosting pmdm:unl\\' and,
inturn growih,
ArenUMEnous oppartunities in the gig
economy, particularly for ciry- hased

M Modi to yourh: * Step out of ceonyfiort 2one,
Bimae flor queantur furep =

TOLD YoU!
HE GAVE U5~
WINGS FOR A
PURPOSE!

IN PERSPECTIVE

Beyondno
detention policy

Scrapping the
policy shouldbe
complemented with
holistic approaches
to improve children’s
learning

MANSOOR ALl KHAN
he Central government’s
recent decision to

amend the rules under
the Right of Children to Free

migrants looking to make a li
obtain flexibility in their schedules,

governance po]u:u:‘s m:cd (1] cmpha

toagrowing infor
lackof jobs, and the lack of income secu-
rity further increases the vulnerability,
A mismateh of skilks between informal
waorkers and the availabilicy of jobs in
Indian cities isrampant. To aid gig work-
ers, the povernment recently passed the
Codeon Social Security 2020, prowiding

SISEVI'U imch Ul'“l
regulation and state protection.
(Smitha is an aseistant professor
aniel Awil Kuimar is a professor fn
the Centre for Political Institutions,
Grovernance arnd Devefopment, at the
Insritwte for Soctal and Economic
Change, Bengalirn)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Apillarofsupport

Itisstrange how some
strangers become
indispensable inour lives

PREET ARANHA

Their daily chats becamea comfort-
ingsight for me to come home to after
university. They soon became close
friends. And later when aunty was
alone, 1 shared a bond with her sospe-
cialitis hard toexplain. Anavid reader
and environmentalist she loved discuss-

mgandenjmdneadmg my middlesin

hetrip
Tdisappoim.nbom threedecades

ago,my parents befriended acou-
ple in our neighbourhood. The stately
couple would walk past ourhouseevery

Uuassumnns gmmus humble and
extremely talented she is a model for
young women who want to have some-
one wluolc up to. M,\-mmhemnd she

fric

evening with their Dot Mypar-
ents, avid garden enthusiasts, would
spend their evenings tending to our
gardtn The couples met and quickly
discovered a shared passion for mradi-
tional architectureand gardening. The
eu:ha nates about myriad things-
the :mccstr:d tradmun:ll tiled
heart of

long evenings chatting. She would
stop by after

her art session at an ant gallery close

by. Her paintings featured in a Jocal

art exhibition. Incidentally, my own

daughter, asaschool girl,documented

her beautiful home for a competition

cuhmmng d:clr slmlhlc compounds.

F T - friannla o] st
have risen, icebergs and glaciers have melted, and sea-
sons and known natural phenome-
na towhichallliving things areused
are changing. The world has gone
beyond the 1.5°C limit set for tem-
perature rise by the Paris climate
meet. Thereiswide agreement that
this is because of the warming of
the earth, caused by the increased
burning of fossil fuels and emission
of greenhouse gases. This increase
has accelerated over the years, in

Fires hit
California
asCONCems

mount over
frequency,
impact of
extreme events

on ble building techniques
and practices’,

solutions for troubling situations,
\'\.rhen my father passed away, leaving
Ilw&ﬁs feofcom El
werea balm to my soul. Thad called her,
worried aboutmy mother living alone=
though my mother hersell was abrave
heart and did not fear being alone.
Aunry was quick 10 reassure me, say-
ing, “We may not have the speed

and Comp v Education
Act 2008 and permit schools
to detain students in Classes
Sand8 i}ﬂwl‘ailtnmctﬂu:
promotion criteria based on
year-end examination rl':.llls

has sparked a

«children'slcarning.

Breaking the norms
Educational institutions and
governments must make ef-
forts 1o follow the principles
wof the Continuous and Com-
prehensive Evaluation which
mandated several formative
and summative asscssments
sothat there isnopressureofa
single year-end examination.
These assessments can be in-
niwvative and remonve the focus
from rote learning. Besides
‘having regular assessments,
achiools should focus on fou-
literacyand numeracy
and have milored interventions
and remedial classes so that
ithey address the gaps during
the upper primary classes and

Some have welcomed the deci-
sionwhile others have strong-
Iy opposed it and expressed
sigmificant concerns,
Although efforts in this di-
rection began in 2019 when
the act was 1 after

Schools should adopt ex-
periential and activity-based
learning, Students should be
allowed to experiment and
engage in hands-on activities.
Aleaf eould be taken from the
Kar ’s Nali

which several states and UTs
decided to detain students,
the recent move allows cen-
tral government-run schools
10 also exercise this option,
The decision to abolish the
no-detention policy was pri-
marily driven by concerns
over declining student learn-
ing outcomes,

Several surveys including
the Annual Status of Educa-
tion Report (ASER) conduct-
ed by the NGO Pratham in
2022 srated that only 69% of

b otk iy

Kali teaching pedagogy that
promotes joyful leaming in
lower primary classes in gov-
ermment schools, The teach-
iing pedagoy nml.chprnmules
mulei-grade, multi-level, activi-
ty-based teaching and learning
has been wellreceived among
students and paremts. Fur-
thermore, teachers can create
personalised learming plans for
students tha take intoaccount
their strengths and weakness-
5. This, however, shouldnot be
limited to academic outcomes

work, but we know how tor
our daily duties. | can understand how

us. Give mummy time, leave her be, All
mllhcﬁm: Ilcrc.u.lmmgnwﬂsmda

F| :Lwd nerves, And yes, all is fine, just
asshe said.
Sadly, Aunty Leil i d:

aclass rwo-level text. Similar-
Iy. the survey highlighted the
students' arithmetic skills -
only 44.6% of the class eight
students could do division,
The survey also pointed oul
that there was scope lor im-
inschools in bnrh

recently, leaving behind a legacy of
kindness, wisdom, and substance. We
‘willmiss her, butherquiet presence will
continue to inspireus. A heartfelt culo-
£y to Aunty Leilamani and all the un-

Aran' commoddity these days among  Aunty had a calming voice and  sung warriors athome. Solong. Aunty
ihe burgeoning buildings. seemed to have simple and sensible  Ledlamani. tll we meet again.
LETTERSTO THEEDITOR
Centralising power a blow to democracy
Apropos Foul bid | higher ed ' (Jan 13), i lear: to assert financial and academic con-
Wr v:dml |a|ng||r|v hlglﬂlghw ﬂ\c Unmn poverniment’s iril over instinations. This treid is mot Timited w higher
unil sities and colleges education; the appointment of the Chief Election Comr
lhrnugl! UGCJ:unddlmT‘lw partisan use of G and other Election Commissi has also
of Viee-Cl lorsand the  beenc mlhllleclnefJnlslll:eufllullabﬂng

emgkm M«nw sm'emmems power mappoint Bculties
concerning. This

hl'le!l powv.'rgrah undernunes demou'aey.where srates
ithy dis-

l?plmdlwl)w Union Home Minister. The BIP'satempts
to centralise power and control various government wings
will inevitably kead to authoritarian governance, making a

uld engage in hi

spite of attempts to control it n
Americaiswinessingan extreme Union government sh
climate eventwhenan of climatechange, “ Ie

Donald Trump, is set to take office as President. He has
maintained that the idea of dlimate change is a Chinese
conspiracy against America. He is likely to undo whar-
ever meagre measures have been taken in America o
reducet! Ithasb i dthat Trump’s
actions and non-actions can add four billion tonnes
of carbon emissions to the atmosphere by 2030. But
beyond Trump, the world is guilty of failing to do the min-
imum needed toslow down the warming and the climare
change. A climate scientist has said that he shifted, rwo
yearsagn, from Pasadena in Los Angeles—which has been
ravaged by fire-toasafer location becausc he knew itwas
coming. However, the intensity and frequency of these
extreme events show that soon, we could be running out
ol our safe-location options.

tion. The Union government's

miockery acy.
ARRavichandran, Bengalury

P(}III'.ICISI[]g hlgller ed

This refers to " Foul bid to control
higher education’ (Jan 13). The pro-
posed UGC regulations have sparked
widespread concern among state
governments, faculty, and univer-
sitics. The centralisation of power,
granting chancellors the authority
to appoint vice-chancellors without
state government input, under-
mines state autonomy and may lesd
o increased political influence in
higher educarion. Furthermaore, the
abolition of doctoral qualifications or
teaching experience for vice-chan-
cellor appointments is shocking.

This may

one wonders whether the CAG has

sanctity and allow non-academics to
oecupy key positions.
MallaGangopadhyay, Bengalun

CAG reportworrisome

The CAG report's revelation that
the Delhi government’s liquor policy
resulted in a loss of s 2006 crore
is disturbing. Although the report’s
timing. coinciding with elections,
ralses suspicions, it is crucial 1o

i report i

Investigated other policy decisions,
such as demonetisation, which

had far-reaching consequences,
including significant financial losses
and widespread job losses. Perhaps
the CAG's silence on these matters is
telling. After all, policy decisions can
have unintended consequences, and
all elected g

ll||: government and pri
smar.\'\'lnlﬂlmahhednss
eight students could do divi-
sion in government schools,
the percentage was higher in
private schools: 53.8%.
Originally, Section 16 of
the RTE Act had stared: “No
child admirved inaschool shall
be held back in any class or
expelled rrom sclml till the

but ak
ular activities, Schools must
also incorporate life skills ed-
UEﬂtIOIl' JSL’CIIT]["U.IIIEB
tion, eritical thinking. team-
work, and 4
~lnto the curriculum,
Schools must also create a
supportive environment by
integrating mental health edu-
cation intothe curriculumand
r:rumdmg access to counsel-
rs. A happy, stress-free child
ismore likely to excel acaden-
icallyandsocially. Moreimpor-
antly, the teachers must be
empowered and governments
should imvest in their comtinue-
wouss professional development,
cqulppmg thern wnh innova-

ryed-
ueaton (classes | to 8). Hnm
ever, now with the abolition
of the no detention policy, the
niew rules state that studenes
in classes five or ¢ight who
do not clear the exam will be
given remedial coaching and
allowed to attempt a re-ex-
amination in two months,
However, the government’s
decision to abolish the pol-
icy without implementing
complementary measures to
enhance children’s learn-
Ilis outcomes reflects a
shiort-sighted approach.
This shift would once
again place is on the

mﬂsuh]ect-spcclfcu‘pcrusc
Instead of imposing top-down
training programmes, teach-
ers should be empow
through professional develop-
ment opportunities tailored
o thelr specific needs and re-
quirements.

While many stakeholders
debate on the abalition of
the no-detention policy, this
conversation should be an
opportunity for introspection
and reform. This can only be
donewhen the focus isnot just
merely on promating students
lbut truly educating them. It is

to

year-end com-

our

pelling students to demon-
strate their abilities through
a single test. As a result, the

demic pressure on them

mistakes.
K R Jayaprakash Rao. Mysuru

Dr readers are webonme 1o emall keers i

question remains: why was the
report publlclf.ed belnm bemg pre-

betters.
emaied — not mmﬁlkn—wulbemrnled)

sented to the

Al etters must carry thee sender's posta
e

would persist. However, the
end of the no-detention policy
shoubd not signify a return to
punitive measures but rath-

EF SETVE 35 4 stepping stong
for schools to explore holis-

tic approaches to improve

atoal for empowerment rath-
erthanasericsolhurdles. This
wvision requires collaboration
among educators, policymak-
ers, parents, and communities
= a partnership that puts the
«child at the centre.
ﬂ'Nanr isgeneral
Mﬂmﬂmﬂﬂ
!nn'cpmdmtbﬂ.&é. 4
Associntion, Karnataka)
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For spending efficiency

Subsidy reforms need a fresh push,
open-ended sops are irrational

A a1 e ol

HE CENTRE HAS over the last
menting a multi-pronged strategy to “rationalise” its subsidy
expenditure, It sought to set limits on these expenses via decon-
trol of retail prices of auto fuels, removal of liquefied petroleum
gastP(r}uuhuldyforthm whocan afford market prices, and by introdue-
ing “fixed-rate-subsidy” for phosphorus and pnmﬂum (P&K) fertilisers,
Simul ly, a serles of ad and b y-enabled steps
like ene-to-end publicd th
have helped improve efﬂclencynfdellver}r Butturtargﬂtllnganﬂ new prad-
ucts like nano urea have allowed significant savings toth ser Also,

been imple-

2025

HINA'S TENDENCY TO
spring a surpelse at every
Juncture in the tortuous
trajectory of its dynamies
with India bs rechoubeable,
There was a perception that thes were on
an upuwl.ng after China and India agreed

the 2020-21 Budget sawa radical shift to complete recognition of subsidy
financing in the Budget,with one-time settlement of the Food Corporation
of India's (FCI) accumulated loans of ¥3.8 lakh crore to the National Small
Savings Fund. Since subsidy funds are now belng transferred to the FCI
rather promptly, it doesn’t have to take costly short-term loans,

‘While all this is kosher, the fact is that a substantial part of the subsidy
regime continues to be open-ended. Further reforms are very much war-
ranted, to make more public monies available for meeting other pressing
requirements, including for fixed assets creation and spending on health
and education. For ¢, it is common k dige that sectlons of the
810 million beneficiaries of the free-grains schemeare undeserving of the
largesse. True, the Pradhan Mantri Garlb Kalyan Yojana (PMGKAY) is now
shorn of the hugely expensive “extra”element (doubling of the distributed
grain quantities), the impl lon of which in the b of Covid
had cost the exchequera staggering 3,43 lakh crore.Also, over 95% of the
PMGKAY grains are now being distributed using electronic point of sale
devices at fair price shops, with blometric Aadhaar authentication,

Yet, a8 this news paper reported recently, food subsidy expenses for FY 25
may cross 2,25 lakh crove, up £20,000 crore from the Budget estimate,
The PMGKAY beneficlary pool neuda tn hc redefined without any further
delay, by making use of data s 0n house-
hold consumption. Dynamic and callhu'ated ad|us:mentu needtn be made

and su

s ling In
Impsung and Dcmdlnkin()cldnrlﬁ'z 4,
and which was rnllmed by both sbdes try-

" ftora

Bk

@® HOUSE TRUTH
Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar

People will find a way out and therefore

ional, it will

© INDIA-CHINATIES
BEUING'S 'ILLEGAL, COERCIVE, AGGRESSIVE AND DECEPTIVE' STRATEGY WILLTEST NEW DELHI

The tortuous normalisation

HARSH V PANT
KAI.PIT MANKIKAR

 vicerpresident for studi o
falloww, China studies, ORF

released an audlo recording In 2024,

Ini yearmil d-off,

The mmge of rapprochement has
been hithy China's illegal and deceptive
actions that have repercussions for the
Line of Conteal (LAC). China created two
countles in Xinjlang's Hotan prefecture,
and portions of these new adminkstra-
tive units e In the Unlon Terrltory of

Phillppine
naval officer and a Chinese diplomat, to
create a perception that there was an
Informal understanding between the
two nations with respect to a dispute
regarding the Second Thomas Shoal,
China has also greenlighted what ls

Chinalstrylng to play God. Unlon defence
minlster Rajnath Singh recently voleed
concerns as mwhe:herc!lnmc :hanmc

ifF is non-fi
gradually get into irrelevance, and that will
be a threat to democracy

between Xi'%s noble words and devious

ment. If 1.4 milllon Chinese were dis
placed for the construction of Three
Gorges Dam, how many will the current
hydroelectric project drown should be a
t.\lklng pndn: M.ndes cnglnummuld
need

mmn&tmtlumﬁnha:mudmnm
quantity of the river's flow to generate
pewer, In the aftermath of the eart hquale
InTibet this month, the onus ison Belling
to declare how safe s drilling activity In a

tersthat I

in Unlan lwﬂ:nrlulilw Ladakh and anly
a few Imrdcr states Iil:e trttar.\khand

ter
raln, l.au:ly.selllag wlmlchmrtcdly pro

yet In practloc |l Isthe Imerem of China

Ladakh, The timing of this d

Is Imteresting since it comes soon after
the meeting of the two special represen-
I.III\'H{!GIH%

Advisor Ajit Doval and China's forelgn
minister Wang YL An agreement signed
during then Prime Minlster Atal Elharl
Vajpayee's officlal visit to Beljingin 2003
put in place the SRs'framework that was
tasked with looking Intoways to resolve
the boundary question from a pnlltlc.\l

Ive. New Delhi

Indgcd adlplonuncpmlcul stating that
It had never agreed to Beljing's illegal

inthelight of fresh data,and in keeping i f
poverty incidence. As Fnrfeﬂllluersubstdylno.lhelusue prices (MRP)tothe
farmers haven't been revised for long years ﬁurhnlhwﬂaand PRK !'en‘.lll.u

ers,though [} e !

olcomr W I.l el
The fixed-subsidy pc::lll:)-I for P&K, annnuncedln 2010, has existed only o
paper. lon and misuse of the subsidy forsoil arestill being
ﬂ.'porm‘l but direct bem-l'ittranxferl.uyet tabe lmplemented
Consumptionof LPG by Ujjwala Yojana i 1
to over four refills/year, as prices have been kept unchanged since March
2024, 0l companies are up with a €35,000-crore subsidy bill, while only
12,000 erore s budgeted for FY25, Theadditional spend is justified as clean
cooking fuel at affordable prices for the Inw lnourru.' mpul-atlun Is ngmat
economicvalue, To b asa itsub-
sidies havebeenon thedecline — from 12,7001 FY23to9, 3% in ¥ 24 — but
might end up a bit higher than 7.9% budgeted in the current year, It is fea-
alhle torein in these experses wel.l below 1% of the GDF, without causing
any b plorthe intend

Don't bank on your
banking job outlasting Al

OVER THE PAST few months, 've had occaslon to speak at a number of confer-
ences concerned with the impact of artificlal intelligence on financlal jobs, My
audience’s Interests vary :hey are s:udvntu.yrmng |:mfemnn.\ls| bank execu-
tives, And in
In learning how to explobt nppmlunlnes to sell to established nmnml institu
thons or o compete with them,

I Iuwc one answer rnrallnl'thcm M .ldv.mces o!’lhc last five years or so will

s that have been around

fnrmany ‘However, like financial ofthe past, it will also cre-
ate jobs in two different ways, The Improved efflclency and power of Al methods
will create entlrely new oppartunities, and the improved performance of financial
systems will stimulate growth in the sector.

But even If the net result Is more and batter jobs for humans, there will be mas
sive disruption, Because both Aland financial jobs are blg categories, It's easy for
discussion of the Impact to lose focus, 'l start with a specific verslon, a brlef his

patlon of Indian territory, and that
1 sl )

hedngwmwduthewﬂﬂ:lwmthydm that whilo thr.- Himalayan ranms
theYal il only the"border
Tibet.Th ol Il atates” were facing the
have three times the elec- beunt of the natural disas
India’s Natlonal Security wrhclty-generating potential B'II,",' whole- ters, Efforts are nnhylhe
of the Three Gorges Damon Y P security
China'sVangtze river —the  the notion of win-  ascertaln whether or nm
world's largest hydropower cooperatio any "enemy nation” Is
project till date, New Delhi ': i itnl'l 1 X
has ralsed ecological con yet “_p ce Beljing has been trylng
cerns with Beljing, and the of P | P
und.emcnrmghqswsmhled China that take sible stakeholder In the
and the cede efforts to combat climate
nced for | with Ri% dd change and emlissions, At

bower riparian states, There
.\ruenultl\d:m ummcdmprﬂins the

the United Nations Sum
it on Blodiversity In September znzn

that take p nat-
uralmnummwllhltsnedghhom inafalr
and equitable manner.

Shartly after a meeting between
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and pinginOcto
Tber — their first since a border clash in
Galwan in 2020 — the two sldes reached
an agreement to de-escalate tensions
along the LAC, With the new develop
ments, it could cast fresh uncertalney for
the India-China thes that seemed to beon
the mend In recent times,

To conclude, a Filipino general has
argued that Beljing’s belligerent behay
lour goes beyond the bland werminology
of grey-zone warfare, classifying It as
“ICAD meaning *llegal, coercive, aggres

5 P i ..

; Ig ther states of the Chinese President Xi [inplng
units could not alter Indla's position. river. These fearsare not dedsince  China'salmtob b by
China's unilateral actions thus try to Chinah trled 2060, Thus, China seeks to put a green

create a false impression of an accord,
Deception has been China's stock-in-

Construction of dams on the Mekong
river has wreaked havoc on lowes ripudl.m
AL, In S h Aska,Ck I uir-

The mlllm:lnm?(munmlnuu}'ach»ed
China of using *fake narratives” In con-
nectlon with the ongolng maritime dis

I the 2007 military confrontation in th

sheen on the Yaluzangbu river plan, sktu
ating the hydroelectric project as part of
mng-m away from mull fucl energy

come In response toChina’s Increasing use
of marltime milithas and water cannons
against Filiping civillan vessels in the
South China Sea WhileXi's military-coer
) it rruass e Fadled b aeh wun s

Doklam trijunction in Bhutan, Beljing
refused to share hydrological data with

car-
bon neutrality, It has umcs:cpped con
cerns about htmlhc pawer project could

psm.‘inthe'inulhleumwllhaﬂmgn New Delhl Such in lon bscrucial,  affect the frag "‘thcllhmn
. among the pub- | sinceithely Ing the possibill Plateau, bocal resicl ream
lic,and Interfere In it domestic affairs, | of floadingand oth 1 There | matlons Thisgh dhianopy

The war of words escalated after China | Isals J boutwhether  nity to show the world the yawning gap

deslred outcome, we will have to be cog
nisant of non-conventional measures
throughwhich China may hobble Indlaon
the LAC and beyond, In the months to
come, Beljlng's "ICAD" strategy will test
New Delhi's cautious normalisation,

Building a cyber-resilient India in the Al era

IRINA GHOSE

rasnaging directar, Merasah India and Scuth Asia

As Al becomes more integrated into business
and daily life, the need for robust cybersecurity
measures becomes an imperative for the country

IN THE PAST two years, advancements
In artificial intelligence (A1) have been
nothing short of revolutlonary, Signifi-
cant improvements in machine leaming
algarithms have enabled Al systems to
become more accurate and efficlent.
Deep learning technbques have allowed
Alto procesn .md undmtand cnmplcx

face a critical challenge — the data and
Inslghts from various security tools are
often siloed or, at best, loosely Inte

grated. This fi d approach

dence In Al to save time and boost cre
atbvity and focus.
As cyber threats become more

‘makes it difficult to gain a holistic view
of threats or assess thelr potentlal
impact on critical assets,

lhm growing threat landscape

data sets, drlving b

ural language pmmslng,muge TECOR
nitlon, and autonomous systems, These
Innovations are transforming Indus
trbes, enhancing productivity, and aceel

tory of "know your customer”, erating technologleal progress,
In 1970, the US Bank Secrecy Act and similar legislation In other jurisdict)

created the first specialised KYC jobs. There was little automatbon of any kind. In Security: The backbone

the 1990s, International bodies such as the Bank for International Settlements of Al transformation

and INn.\nciaI Munn laal:lnroc were the dr!w:rml’rcgul.allna with glnmlmn As Al mnnnues to advance, the

dards Jes, KYC ehanged from d of by design

custnnm ln[orm.mnn to ensurlng mmplex duo dll!genu pmocd uFd had been has become Incmslnsly evi]:liem LAl
¥ as Intro

and hirlns more special ‘K\’L

making secu

Ineluding more higher-ranking and higher-pald cmpln)'m

I the 20005, the US Patriot Act turned KYC toa majoracm
of the gmnnwnt’a Iawmfnmcmcn: Thisvastly Increased the

WCERSATY Ing,and thenum-

bers nl’l(\'t. specialists, wha now included Jawym informa.
tlon technologlsts, and analysts,

Nearlyallof this will soon be done by AL A relatively small
number of technologists — Al speclallsts, not KYC special
Ists — wiill be needed, along with a few very senior people to
set policy and nvestigate major cases, The armies of Inves
tigators can be replaced by algorithms running 24x7, col
Iallngcumnn\erinmm\atlm withall klndu nmrucl ured .md

AARON
BROWN

rity Hri:ﬂppmnr:hci crlncal nlmlcmr
areoften

the valuable data :hcy ham:llc and the

s the need for a unified, Al
driven cyber defence strategy. Toaddress
this, Microsoft launched the Secure
Future Initiative (SF1), embedding secu
ity principles Into every stage of tech

,‘:' _' :1:: x|:cc5| :uld scale, we

defending ourselves from, Looking at
securlty as a team sport can enable
I and thelr emplh
across functions to be resilient agalnst
these growing threats, Moreover, cyber
security skilling will continue to play
an Integral role In addressing the
shortage n skilled workforce for the

our mllmlvv Investment in Al and Itu
will
becrltical ta stayahead oftheses sophls
theated threats. With Al teols like Copl
lot for securlty, organisations can
enhance defences, reduce analyst
training time, and Improve operational
capacity, For Instance, LT] Mindtree
leveraged Copllot to strengthen ts
securlty operations and expertise,

India's cyber defence:
A pivotal need

Tutlon, It Iwmw;gi\lrin drive sconomic
growth d lad reach

Ingthe grassroots to ensure that everyone
in India Is brought together, This rapld
adoption iIncreases the urgency to fortify
eyberdefences, The eaphd adoption of Alln
Indnhdrlwntwaynunﬂ.dlsmllynw}'

crithcal f they perform.
Lyhcr:rlmin.llu are lcvcraglns

launch more varied and snphintlcalm
attacks. Microsoft data finds that across
the world, about 600 million identity
attacks occur every day. Password
attacks have surged to 7,000 per second,
up from bust 579 In 2021, whlle the

Lobal

he under
ulandins nflhc mrldthal Al Iusdcvcinpcdin recent years,

What will | th working in
EYC?1 hnpethcy all have hukup plans, The .l\l technology lmplcmcn:cd 0 per

form KYCls uh-, pen up PE than it destroys. Afterall know-
Ing your th Jud, ! parties, it helpsyou
serve them b and to find new

Wihila detalls vary, the baslc KYC p Il be repeated In otherbank dep
ments such as operatl I and risk Computerlsat
makes the process more effl but growth infl and | demands

for Information keep the head count growing. Rote tasks are delegated to
machines, which are faster, cheaper, and more accurate, but humans are needed
for thelr knowledge of the world l'nrknnmngthal “Richard" and "Dick" can be
the and that there Antarctica, fi ‘rjcwh]g with
susplclon.llm Icwl srwﬁnmenl mpmuasklng[oruIn.\ntnhtquwcht Recent
cheaper,and more accurate

than I humammrtrmclaaka chll._

hit $10. smn%abymzs upimm §3
trillion in 2015,

As the digital landscape grows
Inereasingly Interconnected, defenders

nology development — ensuring solu fleld. It bs eruelal to Bullding
thons are secure by design, a strong pool of diverse
by default, and in opera cybersecurlty talent in
tlon. Microsoft has ded] As cyber thr the country to ensure a
cated the equivalent of CONtinue to evolve,  yibrantand diversework
34,000  englneers  to our collective force for It in India,

i e ol Lald i inAl A wie look to the future,
out In slil.m.\'ling it the N B tlwmlcnuu Insecuritywill
largest cybersecurity engl and its integ her.Onthe
neering project in history, into security ric[cru:c(mn: Al ls revolu

str i wil tonising |
Trust and securlt T A be critlcll detectand mmﬂdmmr
ty risks by enabling real-time
Securlty ls nn longer analysisof vast datasetsand

Just an IT Issue i:iuahm:dmnmprl

uneovering patterns and anomalies
Indicatl I

| tech
nolagles, India's & hic acl
pm\udcsa fertile grnund for Al nnova

tlonsthat canenhance product vity, drive
economic growth, and improve overall
quality of llfe, As Al becomes more Inte.

grated Into varlous aspects of business

arity. As India emb Al's p

trust and securlty will be the backbone
of its trans formathon. Leaders must fos
ter a security-first culture that perme-
ates every level of the organisation,
empowering employees toadopt secure
practices. Our data shows that India's
workforce Ls very optimistic about Al;
92% of knowledge workers In India use
Al atwork as compared to the global fig-
wre of 750, reflecting employee confl

THE EDITOR

India and Indonesia

History Is set to be made as
Indonesian President Prabowo
Sublanto s honoured as the chief
guest at India's Republic
calebeations, This highlights the

which have collaborated on various
fronts, including trade, defence, and
maritime security. In the context of a
rapidly :hang-\gqhbnl QIUII' this

Looking ahead to 2025, 1 belleve we
will see even more advancements In
securlty due to AL The Industry is evalyv
Ing rapldly, and it's cruclal that we stay
ahcud nf:he curve, An upaklllm waork

tant for
mdnthc work to getthcircmplnwu on
board with the fact that security needs
o be everyone's priorlty.

As cyber threats continue to evolve,

For the nation?

Apropos of "in the name of nation-
bulldlnq (FE, January 13), exhorting
o wark more in the name

r

.mnomn:u of regional :oop«amn

in nuwgnnng shared challenges and
The i

ich more levalue than that
nl’mzs and will offer much more opportunity for good, high-paying jobs. But
maoat of the 2030|nlmwlllbc qultc :Ilﬂ'ercnt from 201 § ones. Much n(lhc 2025
human hm’;rl::al.wnrlwn will be the ones wha explodt the power of Al not thmc
wha try to compete with it

ing bilateral ties
Inclia anel Inclonesia, two of Asia's
largast democracies with deep
cultural and historical connecticons,
Tha visit signifies a growing
partnership between the two nations,

i to
President Subianto reflects india’s
commitment ta fostering stronger ties
with its Southeast Asian neighbours, a
region critical to its Act Enst Palicy.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

of "nation-building” is nathing but a
ploy by companias to improve return
oni and ret assets,

curlty becomes an lmp
for the country, This challenge Involves
creating awareness on rnllmrdng secure
nnr‘ﬂl‘mi
mm.mdfmwﬂmcnlhh«minn.
Indlals ata pivotal point now to har
ness Al fnrlnng term inclusive growth,
1l be acritieal bulld
ing Block In ensuring its continued
progress to an Al-flest natlon,

families have facilities. But in case of
maost employees, their families
depend on them for tasks as simple
as going to the market or helping
childran with schoolwork, Executives
must remember that a supportive
wark culture paves the rosd far

nat ane where

Mation-building is a current flavaur to
appeal people to make sacrifices. A
70 or 90-hour workweek in the name
of nation-bullding sounds patrictic for
comar affice occupants whose

employees ae reduced to the
wiork hours put in.
~Bimal Gadhwala, Ahmaedabad

@iris ta us at felettersmexpressindia.com
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Indians abroad

Absence of opportunities remains
the main driver of migration

t the Inauguration of the 18th edition of

the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) last
week, Prime Minister Navendra Modi de-
seribed the Indian diaspora as India’s "ambassa-
dors to the world®, having "seamlessly assimila-
ed" into the local soclety, served the community,
and contributed to India’s growth and prosperi-
ty. The strength of the India-origin communit
worldwide of over 35 million - about 15,85 mil-
liom WRIs and 19.57 million PIOs, who are foreign
nationals ~ is their ability o adapt and thrive in
different felds, including in politics, where In-
dian-origin people have become leaders of more
than 30 other countries. Where they retain their
Indian passports, the diaspora is known for its
distinguished services in many  professional
spheres, The PED'S purpose is to celebrate this
success and discuss Issues of Importance; Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu handed cat about 27 Pra
vash Bharatiya Samman awards, The event, which
wis first held in 2000, bs organised around Janw-
ary 9, when Mahatma Gandhi returned o India
from South Africa in 1915, The lasest event, held
in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, brought more than
3,000 delegates from across 70 countries, with
much of the focus on how the disspora can help
i developing Indin (Viksit Bhamt progeamme).
The achievements of the Indian disspora are,
ne doubt, a matter of pride for all Indians, bat it
s important that the event is not limited o a sim-
phe seli-congratulatory or laudatory exerclse. The
iasues for the diaspora, particularly for those who
are still Indian nationals, are more acute now,
The increase in farright populist governments,
particularly in the West, is making visa and entry
conditions for Indians more difficult, anc it is im-
pertant for the government 1o address such is-
sues. Intractable global contlicts, especially in
Wt Aska where more than nine million Indians
live wnd work, are also putting lakhs of Indians in
peril, and the PED engagement would benefit
from discussions between the community on
how best to Increase swareness and enhance sa-
leguards for them. Given the broad spread of the
diaspora, It is necessary to ensure that India's tes
with its diaspora be inclusive, and non-partisan
on political issues, Recent actions by the govern-
ment o deny or revoke OCI cards for those per
celved to be critieal of the government bely this
necessity, Above all, it is important to acknow-
ledge thm one of the biggest drMnt of I.ndhms
i v s the bick of
within India. While there are no J."'I!}' fixes for
this, the boss to India of some of its most talented
people must be counted, even as the country ce-
lebrates their incredible success and impact on
the global stage.

Presidential reprieve

Despite the discharge, the US, will have
to deal with a polarised Trump era

P resident-clect Donald Trump was hand-

ed an “unconditional discharge” ina felo-
ny case In New York, where he was ear-
lier found guilty on 34 counts of falsifying
business records 1o make $1,20,000 In hush-me-
ney payments to an adult ilms star over an al-
leged affair. Following his convictlon last May,
one of four eriminal indicements that he faced at
the time, Mr, Trump went on o win the Novem:
ber 2024 election and will be sworn into office on
January 20, In accordance with the legal immun-
ity for offickal aets that §s offered o the offiee of
the President of the U.S., a position affirmed re-
cently by the Supreme Court, three indiciments
that had not yet reached the stage of a conviction
or acquitial were either dismissed or came o a
halt owing to procedural complexities. His indict-
ment for his role In instigating a mob attack on
the LS, Capital in January 2021 1rui his indict-
ment for ing dis-
eovered at his hm:!c in Florida, after his 2020
election defieat, were withdrawn by then Special
Counsel Jack Smith becavse the Department of
Justice "forbids the federl indictment and subse:
quent eriminal prosecution of a sitting Presi-
dent”, A state-level case in Georgla relating o al-
legations of tampering with the 2020 election’s
verte-counting process was paused pending a de-
chslon by an appeals court. In the New York case,
following his appeal wo delay the sentencing, the
Supreme Court rubed that sentencing could pro-
ceed after the judge, Juan Merchan, said that he
would hand down an unconditional discharge -
implying no jail time, monetary fine, or proba.
tion — ghven that this would be “the maost viable
solution” in such unprecedented circumstances.
Other than facing the routine conditions of a
ban on convicted felons owning guns and being
required to provide the State of New York crimi-
nal dutabase with a DNA sample, Mr, Trump has
emerged unscathed from the legal quagmire
prior to his 2004 victory, The deeper questions
that America will wrestle with, however, tran-
scend these legal minutiae - they relate 1o the
fact that Mr. Trump, his 2024 campaign, and the
MAGA movement more broadly, remain polaris-
img and there is nearcomplete breakdown of bi
partisanship within pnllﬂul circles as applicable
ritical issues of |'l<:|l|,1f.ln
cluding the andl jobs, reg
rl.uhl! the eriminal justice systemn and immigra-
tion reform, Liberal and progressive Americans
must, understandably, be hoping, in the light of
his comprehensive victory leading o a federal go-
vernment trifecta, that Me. Trump will sirike a
concilintory note on Inauguration Day, and fol-
low that up with a more bipartisan approach to
policymaking in the four years ahead, The cost of
not doing so appears to be high indeed,
M
K

The Trump card, global politics and outcomes for India

ha s Donald Trump? Dissecting
the psychology of the next LS,
President is a pcrmllar pastime,
His bold, disinhibited speaking

style, his outspokenness, his focus on
deal-making, his real estate background that
defines his coercive leadership and politics, cast
him very differently from his predecessors, He s
4 polarising figure, wacling constantly inte
controversy, stubbarnly resilient, a master of
populist rhetorie, presenting himself as the voice
of the "common people” arralgned against an
out-oftouch political establishment.

It's ‘America first

What is Mr. Truomp's approach to the "rules-based
International order"? We know from his first
Pregidency, that e expounds an “Americea Firse"
doctrine. He debunks multilgeralism in global
politics, and he trashes international agreements
that he believes do not Bvour the United States,
He prefers bilueral agreements ever multilateral
omes; witness his approach w the Parls Climate
Agreement (from which be withdrew and is lkely
oy withedraw againd and to tracke agreements such
as the Trans-Paclfic Parinership. He is dismissive
of international institugions like the United
Nations and regional bodies such as the North
Atluntic Treaty Organization, saying that these
disproportionately benefit other natlons at the
expense of the US. To the delight of his acolytes,
e places American soverelgnity over global
EEVeTTanCe,

Inthe T‘rumd'slan worldwiew, strategy revolves
around the bully pulpit, strong personal
branding, a willingness to take risks,
uneonventional deal-making, winner-take-all in
place of winwin, Practical outcomes rather than
theoretical constructs are emphasised,

Donald Trump's ransactionalism is legend, His
MAGA (" Make America (‘mll len"} palicy will
e indl 1% globa it
This will entail a rise of pnmcthmlnm in ninhul
trawle (free trace is an anachronism in this
scheme of things), m.'llalinu tariffs and trade
wairs and
Intensified competiton with China Mlc:t- Iuljlru:
Is clearly framed as an economic and ideologicnl
aclversary will affect global stability, particularly
in the Indo-Pacific,

Mr, Trump's seepticism about global
Institutions will inspire adventurlsm in global
politics and nationalisms that override
International law, Polarisation in global politics
will be increasingly in evidence, and debates on

& larmer Forelgn
Secretary and
Ambagsador of India

The world §s In
for “Imteresting'
andd wmuliuous
times with the
Trumplan
worldview 1o
take effect soon

free tracke, immigration and globalisation will
become increasingly fractious, Climate policy and
action will be downgraded, Instabilivy in *Iuhal

peopolitics, national security, Its economic
Interests and civilisatbonal identity, Tts border
security, a strong defence posture, military

markets will affect natlons, whether d or
developing, across the board. The world is iniur
‘interesting’ and temuliuous dmes.,

Ameriean isolationism under MAGA (since Mr,
Trump has clearly signalled opposition to LLS,
direct imvolverment in external conflict), can
encourage powers such as China and Russia
already united in their opposition o the USs
power and influence, to expand their global
footpring, using both economic and miliary
means, MAGA could be synonymous with
disruption beyond American shores and power
realignments.

Ties with India, the line for New Delhi

The strategic outlook for India-ULS, relations
under a second Trump Presidency is mixed,
Helations between the two countries have
witnessed a steady evolution and multi-faceted
growth over the last two decades across partisan
divides, That trend Is expected to continue
especially since Prime Mindster Narendra Modi
and Mr. Trump have a warm friendship. India has
stressed constructive engagement with the U5, as
a key strategic partner, India's growing
geapaolitical cloat and 4 mutwal interest with the
LS, In countering China (particularly becase of
the over-assertive Chinese military posture and
transgressions across the Line of Actual Control)
provide a strong impetus for a growing strateghc
partnership, India-U.S, defence uk:nemllun will
continue to strengthen together wit

partnerships in eritical tec

efforts through strengthened intelligence,

and a continued focus on

ting eross-border tervorism, remain of central
coneern,

The compulsion of economic growth is central
o lts strategic outlook, India's energy security,
diversification of energy sources, building
renewable energy and the maintenance of stable
relationships with key energy suppliers are vital,
Peace and ﬂahlllli;in South Asia are important,
s also vigilance abowt containing and
neutralising destabilising influences in the region,
particularly from China and Pakistan. Security of
the Inde-Pacific as a key maritime and economic
passageway is a stravegic priorty, India's
partnerships with Japan, Australia, with the
European Union and with The Association of
Sowtheast Asian Natlons (ASEAN) countries, apart
from the LS, are essential to the balancing of
China's rise, m uuurr.' India's access to key

fi and for its
trade und economic dtwl::rltmnl.

Key for its strategic future are its digital
transtormation, space exploration, artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity for its digital
Infrastructure and bullding resilience against
eyber threats from hostile natlons and nom-stae
actors, India's priorities should incorporate a
deployment of soft power in an emphasls on
democratic and constitutional values, pluralism,
hurlulnmu'lan cmwl.-mcm and diaspora

h, The

the new administration does not use cxpurl
controls as pressure podnts) and business, Trade
frletions could, however, be a complicating
factor,

The countering of Chinese influence in the
region by the incoming U.S, administration
suggests that groupings such as the Quadrilateral
Security Diabogue (the Quad or the ULS., Australia,
Inalia, and Japan), where India is an important
constituent, will be strengthened. The
malntenance of the balance of power in the
Ingles Pacifie requires the continued imvolvemnent
of the U5, even though India is cautious about
an over-rellance on America and seeks to ensure
Its very own strategic autonomy, India’s
Indo-Pacifie vislon stresses reglonul eooperation,
multilateralism and multipelarity.

Inchin would do well o continue to emphasise
Its owm strategic priorities, as shaped by history,

iomahip with Russia must
continue to be in focus because of the complex
and diversified nature of India's strategic
partnership with that couniry, and becavse of the
counterweight it provides to the growd
Sino-Russlan alignment in Eurasia and
Inclo-Pacific,

On Trump again

The reality of the second Trump Presidency, and
Mr. Trump's victory in the elections, indicate that
established patterns of hstory and geopolities
that served as guides w the future may no longer
apply as the positioning system for a global order
that will instead be disruptive, polarised and
unstable, Global politics, all said, may never be
the sume. As the American analyst, lan Bremmer,
recently noted, a G-Zero world has arvived, and
the Liw of the jungle may provide the new global

playbook.

Transforming ‘men*talities, redefining masculinity

s another International Day for the
A Elimination of Violence Against Women

pases by (November 25), we face o stark
truth: despite decades of advocacy, nearly one in
three women workdwide has endured violence at
the hands of men, While men are often the
perpetratons, thiy ean also be key agents of
change. Addressing violence against women
reqquires addressing men's roles and questioning
traditional notions of masculinities based on
serength, aggression and control, These notons
need to be replaced by a culture where equality,
empathy, and nonviolence define alternative
mations of manhood,

Violence against women can be seen,
soanewhat parsdexieally, as a quintessential
“men's lssue” - a socletal ssue that demands the
active engagement of men, From early childhood,
brys are Influenced by norms that ell them
strength Is dominance, that emotions are &
weakness, and that asserting control is the way o
protect their status, These deeply entrenched
Ileas not only harm women bat also limit men's
lives and their relationships, trapping them in
c;.u-m suppressed tmrm:mmmdmmwm
1 these

norms Is wu-nllul for crtalinu healthier
relatbonships and a safer world,

The subject of men and masculinities has
become a prominent focus within the
development sector, Over the past two decades,
academic research and grass-root efforts have
revealed the importance of engaging with men,
highlighted strategies that work, and shown how
men are increasingly stepping ouwt w challenge
traditional gender norms, This growing shift
reflects o recognition among men of their role in
advancing gender equality.

An India report
UNESCO' Transforming MENalities Initlative has
aimed to shift the way men engage with gender

Jim Curtls
Director, UNESCO
South Asla Reglonal
Office, part of Team
UN in lndia

Ravi Verma
Executhon Director,
International Center
for Ressarch an
‘Wamen (ICRW) Asla

A UNESOO
Initlative with
the goal of
changing the
WAy men engige

fosters positive, supportive roles for men,
engaging them as champions for gender equality,
Aswe ineh closer to Agenda 2030 - working 1o
create an inehsive and equal world - UNESCO, in
collaboration with the International Center for
Research on Women (ICRW), is prowd to present
thie peport, "Engaging Men and Boys: A Report on
Pathwiys to Gender Equality in India”, This

e men's active | in family
nutrition and planning, wekling gender bias
through small, everyelay actions, These
nterventions prove that when men and boys are
nvited to engage with gender equality as a part of
their lives, rather than as an abstract idea, change
e omes possible,

report documents 10 plomeering prog
across Indin that engage men and boys to address
gender inequality.

Some of the interventions
Through eHe
Eneourige eritical dinlogues lh1t are almed at
questiondng traditiona gender norms, reshaping
mm.crﬂ of masculinity, and fostering inclusive

By emy open
discussions, nmi t.cnnmuruly-drlwn actions,
these programumes empower participants (o
become advocates for gender equity within their
household and within communities and
Institutions they are part of,

For example, ‘Mardon Wall Baat (A man's
thing'}, an initiative by The YP Foundation, uses
storytelling and social media to foster

around pesitive linities with

young men on campuses and in communities,
This intervention helps young men eritically
examine the limiting narratives they have
up with, empowering them to embrace values of
respect and equality. Similarly, Gender Equity
Movement in Schoals (GEMS), a collaboration
hc.l\wtn thee ICRW anel the Department of

fon in the State of Rajasthan, uses
Interactive classroom activitles 1o help adobescent
beys see the harm In toxle maseulinity and adopt
more equitable gender attitudes. In one session, a
bay reflected, “1used to think boys should only
do outdoor chores. Now, | believe we should
work alongside women at home.” These
moments of transformation create ripple effects

The role of public

Change also becomes possible when men and
baoys have positive role models demonsirating
equitable behaviours, These inftiatives
underscore the impartanee of role models who
actively participate in household and care-giving
responsibilities, reject violence as a solutlon,
practise empathy, and embrace valnerability,
Public figures, in particular, can help normalise
gender equality, For instance, a well-known
Indian cricketer recently sparked a national
conversation on shared parenting and
responsibility by publicly committing o paternity
leave, Actlons such as these highlight how
equitable relationships are rooted in care,
respect, and partnership, redefining what it
means o “be a man” in ways that uplift both
ndividuals and communities,

The path to true equality is long, and the active
participation of men ks crucial in this journey,
Beyond rejecting violence, men can challenge the
stereotypes and cultural norms that pcrrmalc
it They must see themselves as essentia
comtributors o change, helping dismantle woxic
Ideas of manhood. This requires o willingness 1o
question the privileges that patriarchy grants the
wiorld and to explore ways to address the
pressures and expectations that accompany these

il ng on and ping thelr
mlu men can plary & iransformative part in
building a more equitible soclety for all,

In the new year, let us celebrate those men and
baoys who are *Transforming MEN'talities™ and

I ng equality.

fssues — not just as allies but ay active participants | WIth gender that can reshape entire communities, masculinity, we can ereate o world where every

in social transformation, This initiative challenges Issues s making Initiatives such as ' Dekh Rekh (caring for each ndividual, regardless of gender, is free from

rigid and stereotyped bdeas of masculinity and Progress other’s and ‘Hamari Shaadi (our marriage’) violence and empowered to thrive,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The border and Bangladesh | prossly erodes the respect [ Tamil Nadu] Chief Minister Examination mionths, E ions such | P Jayachand

It Is baffling why one accords to the posts Stalin is not good, says Raj | am writing to express my a5 the UGC-NET are critical The passing of the playback

Bangladesh should be they have been enjoying all | Bhavan” (January 13). It is concerm regarding the for academic and singer has left a void in the

concerned if Indla is along, That the government | even more astounding that decision by the National prefessional progress, and hearts of music lovers.

erecting fences on the has such personalities as Ra) Bhavan has to use the Testing Agency (NTA) to last-minute rescheduling Jayachandran's volee

India-Bangladesh border. Governors, especially in words " absurd” and postpone the Linkversity creates unnecessary stress transcended geographical

Perhaps, it was ‘open doors’ | Opposition-ruled States, “childish” in its social media | Grants Commission and logstical challenges. It and linguistic boundaries,

till now and with diplomatic | and net reacting to their post. |t should be the ather [UGL)-NET examination Is imperative that captivating generations with

relations changing, Dhakais | ‘owveractions' enly shews way around, His excellency scheduled for January 15, examination timetables are Its depth and resonance.

reacting, lllegal migration deteriorating political must uphold his high 2025, "due to festivals" meticulously planned, His legacy as a singer,

may also be a part of vote morality. It is time to restore | dignity and also the honour | While the importance of taking into consideration musician and devotee will

bank politics, the image and the prestige associated with the posthe | cultural festivities is significant dates, | urge the continue to inspire

Govardhana Mynsedu, of key constitutional posts, holds, Tamil Nadu needs a acknowledged, such abrupt | autherities to ensure a generations to come,

Wayawada, Andhra Pradesh G, Rajmohan, Gewvemaer who |s more changes disrupt the mofe considerate and Padmanabha Suryanarayana,

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh cooperative and preparations of the student systematic approach in Hachl, Kerala

The Governar, acthons R many of whom | future scheduling, Letters emalled to

The repeated Quixotic The headline says it all: Parthasarathy N, have been preparing WM,V el I indu.coln

antics of certain Governors | “Arrogance shown by the Chennal rigorously for this test for Tiruvalla, Kerala muist carry the postal addres.
- H » -
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Resisting transparency, eroding public trust

ast year, presiding officer
Al Masih was caught
on CCTV eamera

mandpuliating votes in
the Chandigarh mayor elections to
Thelp the Bharatiya Janata Party
ARI) secure victory, The incldent
underlined the importance of
infusing transparency in the
wlectoral process o detect and
prevent election fraid. 1t s fronke
then that even before the year
ended, the Central government
Ibrowght an amendment o Rule
D302 of the Conduct of Electbon
Rulbes, o restrict public
access to election-related records,

The amendment came days
after the Punjab and Haryana High
Coirt directed the Election
Commission of Incia (ECI to
provide information under Rule
A3 of the Conduct of Election
Rulbes, Coples of Form 17C and
CCTV footige of the Assembly
elections in Haryana were among
the records sought by the
petitboner,

Fule 853 of the Conduct of
Election Rules provides o
Tramework for peaple o obtain
information related to elections,
Fube 9302) originally stated that
ather than the records specifically
exempt under Rube 831, all
papers relating to elections shall
Ibe avadlable for people to nspect
and take coples of. The
amendment to Rule 93(2) narrows
the seope of people’s right o
information by adding a
aualification that only “papers as
specified in these rules relating to
the election shall be open o
public inspection”. Records
related o the electoral process,
including Form 17C, video
recordings and COTV footage, will

stenthally get caught n the erosy
airs of the new amendment.

Delays that led to doubts

The role of the ECLin the matter is
parteularly disconcerting, One of
the safeguards in the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, to prevent the ruling party
fromm arbdirarily misusing its power
o fraene rubes is that the rules can
Ibe made only "after consulting the

Anjali Bhardwaj
Transparency activist
assodated with the
Satark Nagrik
Sangathan and the
Mational Campaign
For Proples’ Right to
Infarmation

(¥
—pe

Aurita Jolcl
Tranaparency activis
assaciated with the
Satark Kagrik
Sangathan and the
Natianal Campsaign
lar Peaples’ Right 1o
Infarmation

The amendment
1 Rule 9302 of
the Conduet of
Election Rules,
1961, Lo restrict
publie aceess o
election-related
records, has no
Mace in a
democracy

Election Commisslon™. It is
Baffling why the institution vested
with the responsibility of ensuring
Free and falr elections is opposed
o transparency, especilly a
time when serious questions have
been radsed about the sanctity of
the electoral process.

In the general electbons of 2004,
the ECI did not put out voler
turneit figures in absaliste
numbers after the completion of
woting in the initial phases. This,
coupled with an unusually high
revision of 6% in voter turnout in
some phases of the electbon,
withowt any explanatbon,
pﬂnnptcdu'fmhlk demand for
chiselosure of Form 170, Part 1 of
thils Form bs flled by the Presiding
Offseer of each polling statbon at
the close of voting and is
submitted to the Returning Officer
of the constituency. It contains
information on the voter turnout
and the number of votes recorded
im the Electronic Voting Machine
(EVIM). Part 1138 filled on the day of
counting by noting the voles
secured by each eandidate ay

candidates were denled coples of
Form I7C, despite making recquests
under the Representation of the
People Act and the Right to
Information Act, 2005,

Further, when the matter of
proactive disclosure of Form 17C
was agleated in the Supreme
Caourt, the BCTopposed it on the
specious grounds that there |s no
legal mundate to share Form 170
with anyone other than the
candidates and political parties
through their designated polling
agents, In fact, it cladmed that
there is a "one-to-one relationship
between each Form 170 and its
possessor” and its unrestricted
disclosure Is amendable to
mischlef as people may morph the
Images, Further, it .n};uul that
there is no technical facility to
sean the documents,

The ECIs reluctance wo share
cophes of Form 170 ks inexplicable.
Copies of Part | of Form 17C are
e to mmn?uumrus who are
present at the booth and there is
no Fm:hlbd:hm on thetr further

fo. In Digital India, the

recordied in the EVMs. The
documents reveal whether or not
woter turnout tallies with the votes
polled and counted,

Several political parties also
sought copies of Form 17C after
the general elections, claiming an
abrormally large Increase in voter
turneit between the figures
deelared by the ECIat the elose of
polls on the day of voting and the
final turnout declared a few days
later, For instance, an ally of the
B, the Biju Janata Dal (B]100,
clalmed a massive increase
between the two figures in some
constituencies in Odisha, raising
dloubts absout the integrity of the
electbon process. In the Assembly
elections held in Haryana and
Maharashtra, similar concerns
were ridsed and applications were
again Aled seeking copies of Form
170 and other election records,

Refusal to disclose information
Unfortunately, all these requests
weere stonewalled by the ECL Ina
petition to the ECI, the BID
complained that even its

elaim that Returning Ofheers don't
havve the techmical facility w scan
and upload a couple of thousand
paages is scarcely credible,

Om December 26, 2004, more
than sk months after the general
elections, the ECI released a set of
A2 sintistieal reports terming it a
“Treasure Treve for stakeholders
Including nesdemicians,
researchers, election watchers
workdwide", This too had no data
Trom Form I7C, which would
conclusively resalve the vexed
insue of difference between votes
polled and counted,

Transparency is key to ensure
prablie trust and participation n
thie electoral process, In 2004, the
Supreme Court struck down the
electoral bonds scheme as being
violative of a voter's fundamental
right to information. A challenge
o the new amendment has
already reached the apex court.
Rather than walt for the verdict of
ihe judictary, the ECLamd the BJD
wokild do well to resilise that this
amendment has no place ina
democracy and withdraw it.

The promised land record

STATE OF PLAY

ragerv. madablwsdigrehehindu.co.in

wer since the Congress

E government came o
power in Telangana, it

hars taaken a series of measures
tor streamline the land owner:
ship process, rectify deficien:
cles in the previous system
that had  caused  sleepless
nights for farmers, and im-
prove revenue administration,
Farmers began to struggle
when, in 2020, the Telangani
Assembly enacted the Telan:
pana Righes in Land and Patta.
dar Passbooks Act, popularly
knvowm as the Record of Rights
Act. The previous Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) govern-
ment hid also introduced the
Dharani portal, a lind record
management portal, billed as
one-stop solution for land-re-
Lated lssues, However, the por-
tal was rife with ervors. There
was often o mismatch bet
ween the physical records and
the digitised records, and
18,36 lakh acres of land were

Telangana

revenue assistants had been
helping revenue officials in vil-
Lages with the eollection of vil
Lage revenues, such as agricul-
ture tax and erigation tax, The
village revenue officers amd

village revenue assistants of

1L950 revenue villages across
the State were removed over-
night and accommodated in
other departments. This hit
revenue services at the grass.
roots level. This forced farme
ers to approach courts at diffe-
rent  levels  and  as a
consequence, the judiclary
was faced with a pile of cases,

The government also faced
allegations that BRS leaders
were taking advantage of the
loophodes in the Dharani por-
tal to usurp lands from farm:

pushed into the prohibited list
even though firmers had been
lling them for deeades, The
portal was operated by a fo
relgn company.

Tor ke matters worse, the
new law left no scope for grie-
vance redress at the local be
veel. The power of redress was
mastly vested with the District
Collector or Chiel Commis-
sioner of Land Administra-
ton. The BRS government al-
so did not prepare rules for
effective Implementation of
the Act.

Then the BRS government
also serapped the village reve:
nue officers and village reve:
nue assbstants system, arguing
that it was a residue of the few-
dal system and that the offic
ers and assistants were fudg
ing revenue records. Village

ers at th 1y prices,

In shart, land management
bseenme @ messy affalr.

Immedistely after it came
o power, the Congress go:
vernment constituted a com:
mittee headed by senior party
leader M. Kodanda Reddy o
sty the lapses in revenue ad-
minkstration and recommend
measures to strengthen the
system. The committes com
prising experts recommended
repeal of the Records of Rights
Act amnd suggested that the
Dharani portal be replaced
with a new farmerdriendly
portal, Bhumata,

Last  December, the As
sembly enacted the Telangana
Bha Bharati (Record of Rights)
Act, 2024, with a provision o
issue Bhudhaar cards, on the
lines of Aadhaar cards, to all

lanel owners for issaing title
deeds and reducing disputes
at the village level, “The lack
of unique identification num-
ber for land parcels is leading
o boundary disputes and s al-
soa hurdle in maintaining ac-
curate reverue records, There
ks 5 need to ereate unlgue land
parcel identification numbers
for each parcel,” the Act said.
Last week, the Governor gave
assent to the Act, It is hoped
that this new law will reduce
property-relited disputes in
rural areas and bring financial
stabllity to cliizens by ena
bt thiem to use thelr proper-
by as o fimancial asset for tak-
g loans,

More importantly, the law
provides for a redress me
chanism. It also provides for
expeditious  adjudication  of
lands entered in the prohibit
ed Hst and alms ar ereating a
user-driendly and hassle-free
online portal for record of
lunel rights, Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy has
assured the people that the
rules for the new Record of
Rights Act are being prepared
and has promised that the law
will come into force in three
maonihs. The government has
also brought back the system
of village level officers and vil-
luge revenue assistants. The
process for verifying their cer-
tificates has started

While these are welcome
steps,  implementation  and
transparency are key to sue
cess, The problems in the
Dharand portal and the prolle
miatle Record of Rights Act
wiere said to be major reasons
for the BRS' defeat in the As-
sembly elections, If the new
portal is more effickent than
the earlier one, and farmers
have local support for grie-
vanee redress, there will be
even greater trust in the Con-
ress, which recelved over-
whelming support in rural
areas during the ebections.

‘The scheme, which started off strong, has been providic

The way forward for PM-KISAN

assistance o fuctuating numbers of Frmers over the

DATA POINT

L Ramukrishoon

he Prachan Mantri Kisan
Samman  Nidhi  (PM-KI-
SAN), which provides year
ly income sup'pun of 16,000 o
eligible farmer families in three in-
stalments, has been through highs
and lows both in terms of coverage
and payout. It became eperational

fromm December 2018,
Orlginally fntended for small
and  marginal  farmers,  the

scheme, which was lunched in
February 2009, was later extended
to all farmers who owned kand
when the National Democratic Al
lkamce retained power in May 2019,
The government made it clear in
Parliament that ihere was no pro-
posil to expand the scheme furth.
wer to bring in tenant farmers urder
the fold. At the time of expansion
i 2009, the scheme was expected
o cost TT,217.5 crore to the public
exchecquer for 200920 with the to-
tal number of beneficiaries being
arvaund H.5 crore. However, in the
last skx years, neither did the
amount disbursed exceed 170,000
erore during any year, nor did the
murnber of beneficiaries wuch the
14.5crore mark,

As Table 1 shows, allocation for
the scheme in the beginning of
200920 and 2020-21 was 175,000
erore each, But in both years, the
expenditure on account of disbur.
sal ranged from around 49,000
erodie to T61,000 erore, The year-
onyear growth rate for 202021
wits close to 25% while it moderat
ed to around 10% next year, Ho-
wever, It was in that year (2020-22)
that the absolute Agure of pryout
was the highest (around 267,150
erore). With the authorites tghe-
ening coverage of ithe scheme, the
annual aggregate amount  dis
bursed began going down and sow
a 13% dip in 202223, Last year, the
amount wis 162,000 crore,

Table 2 gives an account of the
varying numbser of beneficiaries at
the time of payment of instalment

i

ata ghoen time. Since the scheme
wis inaugurated, the government
has made payments 18 tdmes, The
last payment was made in October
2024, The number of benefickries
started rising in the second year of
implementation and this trend
continued until the fourth year.
Since then, governments, both at
the Centre and in States, have
been weeding out ineligible per-
sons, At the same tme, they have
been taking steps to “saturate the
seheme with all eligible farmers.”

A "major saturation deive” com-
menced on November 15, 2003 to
ircluce maore than 1 crore farmers.
Another round was carrled out
from June 2024 and more than 25
lakh farmers were made benefici:
aries. At the all-India level, the o
tal number of benchiciaries, at the
time of the release of the 1Bth
payoit, wis approsimately 9,59
erore, OF them, farmers from Sche-
duled Castes (SC8) accounted for
12% and those from Scheduled
Tribes (5Ts) accounted for 9%,
While women constituted a little
more than 200 of SCs and others,
their share among STs wis around
29%. In December Last year, the go-
vernment informed the Lok Sabha
that it did pot makntan any sepa-
rate data for Other Backward
Clisses, who were inchuded in the
category of "others.”

A perusal of the data, as given in
Table 3, on the yearwise distribu-
tion of funds in 10 States reveals
that all of them have experfenced
ups and downs, For instance, Ta-
bl Nacli, an fmportant riee-pro-
ducing State, had 44.6 lakh benefi-
charies in 202021; now it has 21.9
lakh, The amount disbursed rose
only to g dewn ~ from around
12,504 crore during 2020-21 w
WA39 crore during 202324, In
Manipur, the number of beneficl:
arfes decreased by about 70% bei-
ween 2022-23 and 2023.24,

Farmers have been demanding
a hike in the annual payout. While
considering this, the government
should incentivise those whao effi-
chently use water, electricity, and
ather inputs during production,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he @ Pinde,

PM-KISAN: Highs and lows

The dats for the charts were sourced (rom Lok Sabha and Rajya !
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 14, 1975
1T intake to be frozen at
present level

Neew Delkid, Jan, 13: All the five Institutes of
Technelogy in the country have been directed
by the President in his capacity as Visitor to
restrict the intake of students for undergracuate
courses at the present level and increase the
number of admisskons for post-grduate and
research courses,

The decision to frecee admission at the
undergracuate bevel has been taken on the basts
of finlings of the reviewing committees set up
fior each af the five 1ITS, in March 1970, The
Reviewing Committee had submitted their
reports two years ago and the Visitor's orders on
the report were ssued recently,

The review of the working of 1ITs has shown
that far from becoming institutions of advanced
learning in the fekds of engineering and applied
sciences, they have tended to become
Institutions to turn out engineering graduates
likee any other engineering college. The total
intake in all the five 1Ts has bee
students at the undergraduate level, 2,000
students at the post-graduate level and 1,500
research scholars, It has been decided that the
emphasis should be more on post-graduate and
research courses than on first degree courses,

Even at the post-graduate and research levels,
the ITs have been advised to explore new
courses of an Inter-disciplinary nature. An
lluserative list of such courses his been
forwarded with the suggestions that these
should be developed maknly on a spensarship
basis, to ensure closer collaboration with
userdndustry and other research organisations,

arouned 7,200

Table 1; The table shows the allacation for the schame Tabile 3: The table shows th ffunds
and the amount transferred since 201819 I 10 States fram diferent rl||ni|l of the country. Since the
scheme cama into eMect In Decarmber 2018, the table shows
rouerribsers froem 2019 as It was the first full inosugurad year
Amount disbursed in f crone
sats | 201820
Amount | Mumberof | Amount
disbursed  banaficiar- | disbursed
lan
Andhra
Pradesh | 4990836 | 27105 . A44,58,790 . 2,813.79
Asiam 13.20,202 1,306.4 | 16,54,726 | 1,358.68
“After this Lt instalrmant (hug Hov 2024) Bihar 82,03,177 20007 BOSS,TER | 4B0LT4
Table 2: The table shows the number of beneficlaries Wamnataka | 50,68,201 | 2,7BRE | 5166182 | 2,063.36
at the tme of select Instalments of paymant Mahar | I I
" AR0R9 | BEM4A08 | 5800.33
Manipur 2,74,406 a7 106,760
At (Do 2008 Mar 200%) B,16,10876 Punjub 23,1025 | 12627 | 1026631 5267
Sth (April 2020- July 2020) 8,263,508 Rajasthar | 55,76,237 | 33828 | T0,19074 | 410084
fith (Aug 2021- New 2021) 10,34,41,242 Tamil | | |
13th [Disc 2023 Mar 2023) [RERTE Madu Lol || B | 2o || B
16th (Diae 2023 Mar 2024) 9,04,37479 Uttar | |
19 [Ausg 2024 - Now YT pradash | WPRA2A00 | 1L00G.6 | 22630,008 | 13,008.24
dth.
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 14, 1925
Sun’s rays and wireless

Laafeled (Oxford), Mid. Jan 13: When an eclipse
of the sun takes place on Saturday, January 24th,
American and British wireless authorities intend
to coraperate in tests designed to elicit further
scientific information regarding the effect of
sun's rys on wireless transmission, A bank of
the totality of the eclipse passes over the eastern
portion of the Unlted States and over the
Atkantic ocean to between Shetlind and Faree
Island. As its path follows in a general way that
of Transatlantic transmissions, the test signals
will be sent from the British Government
stations to Leabeld and Northbolt on January

AW
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The death toll from

the Los Angeles
wildfires

After a weekend spent
24 blocking the explosive grawth

of fires that destroyed
thousands of hames and killed at least 24
pecple n the Los Angebes area, firefighters
got a slight break with calmer weather but
cast a wary eye on a forecast for yet more
wind. At least 16 people are missing. e

THE®@mHINDU

20,000

emment of Odisha announced a manlhly

of people jalled during the perod.

pension of 720,000 and other benefits for
people jalled durlng the Emergency. The
State will also bear the medical expenses

244

exports with Russia totalled 5244.8 billion
n 2024, according to China's General
Administration of Customs, up slightly
from §$240.1 billion. Trade between both
natlans reached a record high last year, e

In § billion.
Combined
imparts and

In millign euras. The
European Union

humanitarian ald package of 140 rmillion
euras for Ukraine and a further 8 million
euras worth of ald for Moldova, The
funding ks to help with food, shelter, water
and heating for Ukralne's people. murss

Odisha’s pension for China’s combined EUs humanitarian aid  Number of
persons jailed during  import, export trade for the nations of AlDS-related deaths in
the Emergency with Russia in 2024 Ukraine and Moldova  Tripura since 2015

announced a new

The Chief Minlster
infarmed the Assembly

that the State also

recorded 7,707 HIV-positive patients til
2021, B,943 till 2022 and 10,126 tll 2023,
The State witnessed the highest number of
T4 deaths due to AIDS In 2021-22. #n
COMPILED BY THE HINDL DATA TEAN
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What led to the Azerbaijan Airlines jet crash?

Why has the Azerbaijani President said that the airliner was shot down? What are the rules regarding aviation safety in conflict zones? What are the legal issues which
come into play? Was international humanitarian law breached?

EXPLAINER

Murali N. Krishnaswamy
The story so far:

n December 25, 2024, an
Azerbaijan Airlines fight,
AKCAZES, en route from Baku

in Azerbaijan to Grozy, the
capital of Chechnya in Russia, with 67
passengers and crew, faced a series of
serious technical difficulties. The weather
appeared to have been a factor as the
crew attempted to divert to Makhachkala
in Russia. There was another diversion to
Aktau in Kazakhstan by the eastern shore
of the Caspian Sea, but the plane
impacted the ground about three
kilometres from Aktau's airport, and 38
passengers were killed. There are
conflicting reports on the cause, linked to
a series of holes in a part of the fuselage
and a survivor passenger’s video footage.
Azerbaijani President [lham Alivev said
e can say with complete clarity that the
plane was shot down... We are not saying
that it was done intentionally, but it was
done". Azerbaijan has said that the
aircraft "was ordered” to fly across the
Caspian Sea after it was denied landing at
two Russian airports, Data from the black
b have been decoded in Brazil, where
the twin-engine aircraft, an Embraer
ERJ-I90AR, was manufactured.

What are the other details?

The flight data site, Flightradar24, has
toldl The Hirdu that “We can confirm that
thie flight was operating in an area
affected by GPS jamming and spoofing,
hence we did not see a large portion of
the flight. The last portion of the flight
was operated in an area of good

The website of Azerbaijan Aidines says
the airline, which is a member of the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA), i in full compliance with
International Civil Aviation Organization
(1CAD) standards, The airline has
announced the suspension of flights o
several cities in Russia on the directive of
the Azerbaijan State Civil Aviation
Autharity following preliminary results
from an investigation into the crash,

A report on the President of Russia's
official website, titled "Telephone
comversation with President of Azerbaijan
llham Aliyev, December 28, 2024", says:
“The presidents had a detailed discussion
of issues regarding the December 25 crash
<ois Vadimir Putin apologised for the fact
that the incident happened in Russian
airspace... It was noted during the
comversation that the Aserbaijani
passeriger airliner was flying according to
schedule and repeatedly tried to land at
Grozny Airport. At that time, Ukrainian
unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVS) attacked Grozmy, Mozdok and
Viadikavkaz, and Russian air defence
systems were repelling these attacks, The
Russian Investigative Committee initiated
a criminal case under Artiche 263 of the
Criminal Code (violation of the rules for
trafhic saﬂmr and operation of the air
I:ranspm'm:ltm systems). Irnllal
investigation is underway...

A media report says that the flight data
have been analysed by the Aeronatical
Accident Investigation and Prevention
Center (CENIPA), Air Force Command,
the central investigative body that is
overseen by the Brazilian Air Force.

4 from L1 N

and Russia are also involved.

On January 3, 2025, the President of
Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, suid
17 international experts including those
from 1CAO and the Interstate Aviation

i »

Committee (IAC), the body representing
some of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the
Russian Federation, Tadjikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ushekistan), were invited
o ensure an “impartial and ohjective
incident investigation”.

What does the accident highlight
about conflict zones?
Dir. Hassan Shahidi, President and CEO,
Flight Safety Foundation, Virginia, LS.,
has told The Hindu that the operation of
civilian flights in conflict zones is a
complex issue that involves assessing the
risks pased by ongoing hostilities. 1CAD
guidl:li.n:s strl:ss the importance of states
1 L risk and
advlsuncs to airlines about potential
threats, including military activity, missile
launches, or other hazards, Airlines, in
turn, must conduct their own risk
assessments, Under international law,
specifically the Chicage Comvention and
its Annexes, the responsibility for
ensuring the safety of civil aviation lies
with states, If the crash is found to be
caused by actions directly Imlscd m
Russia, whether | ional or

investigation, as prescribed by Annex 13,
shall be conducted with the sole objective
of preventing future accidents and
incidents, through the collection and
analysis of safety data and information.
Annex 13 calls for a preliminary report to
be produced within 30 days of the
accident, with a final report to follow
within 12 months."

Conflict zones, with state and non-state
players, pose immense risks to civil
aviation and countries are responding to
this growing threat with several initiatives.
Canada’s Safer Skies initiative is one such
example that was in response to the
shooting down of a Ukraine International
Airlines flight PS732 in 2020 after take-off
from Tehran,

After the shooting down of Malaysia
Airlines fight MHI7 in 2014, the Dutch
Safety Board's final report gave rise to the
“Risk Assessment Manual for Civil Aireraft
Operations Over or Near Conflict Zones
(Doc 10084, Restricted)” by 1CA0,

The IATA Tactical Operations Portal
gives aviation subscribers real-time alerts
related to airspace and airport operations.
It operates based on a five-level alerting
system. Another group is the Expert

questions of state responsibility and
accountability under international L
may arise, which may include legal
actions and Andings of eriminal liabdlity.

As the flight is said to have been subject
to severe electronic and communication
interference, Dr. Shahidhi said, “spoofing
isending false signals) and jamming
(hlocking or disrupting signals) can have
severe impacts on aviation safety,
particularly on navigation and
communication systems. These
technologies could interfere with Global
Navigation Satellite Systerms (GNNS), for
example, GPS, ADS-B and transponder
signals and commuinication systems.
Enhanced cybersecurity measures,
alternative navigation systems, and robust
incident reporting mechanisms are
needed to mitigate these risks".

An ICAD spokesperson has told The
Hirucli that ICAD has readied itself to
suppaort this investigation in the interest
of aviation safety and security, deputing
an [CAD expert to be deployed onsite as
an observer to the international
investigation team. He said, “The

Group on Risk Information overflying
Conflict Zones (EGRICZ), which is an
informal international group that puts out
information on airspace conflict one risk
assessments, There is also the Safer Skies
Consultative Committee which is a formal
international platform that examines
conflict zone threats.,

‘Where are GPS interference hotspots?
Flightradar24 says that the jamming of
signals has been prevalent in the area
around the Black Sea, while spoofing is
common around Irag, Ukraine, Russia,
and also the eastern Mediterranean Sea. It
=ays that flight crew are aware of GPS
jamming and spoofing and are trained in
advanced risk management.

Have nation-states been involved in
air accidents?

As the paper, "Navigating the Legal
Haorizon: Lawyering the MHI7 Disaster™
{2017), by Marieke de Hoon in the Utrecht
Jowirrial of International and Exropean
Law, points out, there have been about
nine major cases, Some of them include
the shooting down of a Cathay Pacific

Gruesome crash: Emergency speclalists at the crash site of the Azerbaljan Alrlines plane near the city of Aktau, Kazakhstan on December 25, 2024, REUTERS

airliner by China in 1954; Libyan Arab
Adrlines flight 114 by Israel in 1973; Korean
Airlines flight 007 by the thenSoviet
Union in 1983; Iran Air flight 655 by the
United States in 1988; the bombing of Fan
A flight 103 by ‘Libyan agents” in 1988;
Sibir Airlines flight 1812 by Ukraine in
2001; and MHIT.

‘What about the legal issues?

Dir. Mohammad Owais Farooqui, Assistant
Professor, Department of Public Law,
College of Law, University of Sharjah,
UAE, has told The Hindw that the accident
poses important legal questions with
regard to jurisdiction under the principles
af international kw,

It haas drawn attention to the absence,
ownership, and management of
responsibility and authority in
international aviation regulation,

ion, and state resp In
d‘u: imvestigations, there should be focus
on how the existing international legal
works and the bases, for example, the
Chicagn Convention and the Montreal
Convention, regulate such occurmences,
he says,

The law applicable o the liability for
damage in this context is the Montreal
Convention. Azerbaijan Airlines may be
financially responsible for making
compensation payments, biit things get
complicated if state responsibility is
engaged, more so in a missile strike
seenario. If there is evidence that a state is
irmvolved, principles of state responsibility
under the international law may prevail
aver the Montreal Convention and the
responsible state may be under obligation
to make reparation under customary
international law.

Another area of law is international
humanitarian law, he says, The Chicago
Convention specifically bans the use of
weapons against civil airceaft in flight, and
if a state is involved, its conduct may
amount to a breach of this law, especially
if not in accordance with the principles of
necessity and proportionality.

The Azerbaijan case, he says, highlights
the necessity for more authoritative and
codified regulation of international civil
aviation activity, the enhancement of
liability regulation at the global level, and
coaperation within the international legal
framework.
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The website of Azerbadjan
Alrlines says the airline, which
Is a member of the
International Alr Transpoet
Assoclation {IATAY, s in full
compliance with International
Civil Avlation Organization
(ICAD) standards.

-

Azerbaljani President llham
Allyey said “we can say with
camplete clarity that the plane
was shot down... We are not
saying that [t was done
intentionally, but it was done®.
Azerbaljan has sald that the
alrcraft “was ordered” o fly
across the Casplan Sea after it
was denbed landing at two
Fussian airparts.

-

Azerbaljan Alrlines may be
financlally responsible for
mmaking compensation
paymenits, but things get
complicated if state
respensibility is engaged, mare
50 in & missile strike scenario,
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Labourers mainly from

Rat-hole mining;: wl}y the practice
continues in spite o

nd adjoining Bangladesh risk the hazards of rat-hole mining

collapse of mines due to lack of structural support, and Moodi

Babul Karmakar

On farary 6, 2025, nine workers were
traprped tn a flooded coal mine in Assam's
Dima Hasao district. Bodies of four of the
workers have been recovered, and rescue
wink ds still ongodng, In this article, dated
Nowember 26, 2023, Ratl Karmakar
explaing the doangers of rat-hole mining.
The story so far;
nooral gquestion feom the
Supreme Court to the Unlon
governiment continues o
remiin uranswered even s
rescue workers recover bodies of workers
whao died trapped in a food rathole coal
mdne at Dhma Hasao distriet in Assam, On
Jarmuary 11, 2009, the top court had asked
whether rat-hole mines could possibly
operate i the northeast hills witheut the
“connivance” of offickals, "Lives are lost
e to illegal mining, What abowt the
officiaks who allowed this to pend” the
couirt had asked the government.

What is rat-hole mining?
Rat-hobe mindng, of two types, is so
nwmed as it involves digging annels 34
feet deep, barely allowing workers wo
crawl in and out, They hve to scpuat while
extracting coal with pickiges, The
siche-cutting type of mining is usually
done on hill slopes by following a coal
seam = dark brown or black-banded coal
depostbed within layers of rock- visible
fromm the outside. The second type called
bios-cutting entalls digging a drey

its hazards

sguarish pit at least 5 s, metre inowidth
i b i dlepith of 400 feet. Miners whao
drop down in makeshift cranes or using
rope-and-bamboo ladders dig
horfzontally after Anding the coul seam,
This tunnels are dug In every direction
from the edge of the pit, resembling the
tentacles of an octopus, Some workers
from Assarn lost their lives in the coal
mdnes of Meghalaya, dug using this crude
methad, before and after the National
Gireen Tribunal (NGT) banned it in April
2004,

Why Is such mining banned?

The government has litle control over the
land in Meghalaya, a Sketh Schedule State
where the Coal Mines Natbonalisation Act
af 1973 does not apply. The landowners
are thus also the owners of the minerals
beneath, Coal mining boomed after
Meghalaya artained statehood in Juneery
1972, However, th and expenses
Involvid discouriged mine owners from
emploving advanced drilling machines,
S, labeirers malnly from Assam, Nepal,
and adjoining Bangladesh risked the
hazards of rat-hole mining - asphyxiation
because of poor ventilaton, collapse of
mdnes due to lack of structural support,
and fooding - to earn thrice or four tdmes
as much as working in farms or
eonstruction sites. Apart from ssuey of
safety and health, unregulated mining led
o Lind degradation, deforestation, and
water with high concentrations of
sislphuites, fron, and oxle hemy metals,

low dissolved oxygen, and high
Irdochimbeal oxygen demand, At least two
rivers, Lukha and Myntdu, became too
acicie to sustain aquatic le, These fctors
bl to the NGT banning rat-hole minkng in
Meghalaya in 2004 while observing:
“..there is umpteen number of cases
where, by virtue of rat-hole mining,
during the rainy season, witer Hooded
It the mindng areas resulting in the
cheath of mamy., " Wegal mining and
transportation of coal, as mentioned in
the nterim reports of a one-man
committes appointed by the High Court
of Meghalaya, has continued desplie the
b anvd the oss of Tves. At least 17 miners
were drownied Inoan Hhegal mine in the
East Jaintia Hills district's Ksan in
December 2008 after water gushed in
from a river.

What led to the NGT ban?
Environmentalists and ham
activists began laggtng the
rit-hole mining in Meghalaya two decades
g, The eampalgn intensthed after
Impulse, a Megh sased NGO, began
aclcdressing the bsue of human trafficking
and chdld labour in such mines.

Three reports prepared by the NGO,
first with the Nepalbbased Esther
Benjamin Trust in May 2000, the second
wiith Adde et Action in Decembser 2000,
anid the last with Human Rights Now in
Juily 2041, estimated that ahout 70,000
children mostly from Bangladesh and
Nepal were employed in these mines

sphyciation b

wise of poor ventilation,

to earm thrice or four times as much as working in farms or construction sites

because they were the right size to work
i therm, The State’s Depirtment of
Mining and Geology refuted the clal
but, under pressure from the
Humun Rights Commission, o
Jume 2003 that 222 children were
employed in rat-hole mines, specifically

ally in
the East Jaintka Hills district, The NGT ban
came o year later.

What is the way Torward?
Unlike in Chhattisgarh and Jhackhand,
ol seams in Meghal, e very thin,
This, miners siy, makes rat-hole mining
more economibcally viable than opencast
mining.

Thi= State has an estimated reserve of
ST6.48 million tonnes of low-ash,
high-sulphur coal belonging to the Eocene
g (3356 million years ago). The stakes
for a seetbon of locals have been so high
ate government has been under
o facilitate the resumpion of

23, Meghalaya Chiefl Minister
iiia sabd the Coal Minlstey
ning Je for four of the 17
prospective leence applicants, This

1o the commencement of
iring minimal
environmental impact through
sustainable and legally compliant
wtraction procedures, Anti-mining
activists, who are assaulted by miners off
aned om, sl thae ‘sebentific” would
eventually be a fancy tag in a State where
presfit hag debven conl mining.

HE DAILY QUIZ

!*

Please send In your answers 1o
dailyquizi@thehindu.co.in

As the Z-Morh tunnel in J&K becomes operational, a quiz on tunnels across the world

Vighnesh P, Venkitesh

[
QUESTION 1

Mame the bongest ril tunned in the world wiich is also

thie first flat route thraugh the Swiss Alps?

[y

QUESTION 2

Wasme thee callway system connecting the UK. and
France which has the world's longest undersea
segment?

[
QUESTION 3

M the under-construction tunned in India which Is
slatid to be the highest In the warld ance completed?

[
QUESTION 4

Maame the 27 km long structure, which is technically o

ring and not Intended for transpartatian, that runs
undir the France-Switzerland border?

[
QUESTION §

Wihiat Is the significance of the tunnel passing thraugh
thie Appalachian Mowmains of scuthwest Virgini in the

us?
€M
K

Wisual question:
Ham this twnnel-read structure, ki

Questions and Answers to the
pravious day's dally quiz: 1. Mame
the hill or the western ghats where the
Makara Jyothi in hanowr of Lord Ayappa
& lit, Ang: Pannambal amedu

2, The comman nama of Curcumea
longa tied anound the vessel of this
dish, Angt Turmarle and Ponjgal

A, That mare comamenty known nami af
Diwavrata, the legindary wardor san of
Shantanu and Ganga. Ans: Bhishma

4, The Kite festival |s held in this State
EiEry yearon January 14, Ans: Gujarat
5. The English equivadent of the Makara
in thee Zodiec. Ans: Capricarn

6, Mlanganallur, Avardapuram, and
Palamirdu are places famaus for this
activity, Ans: Jalblkattu

Visual:Th nam glven ta this
temperary makeshift hut used during
this Magh Bihu festival in Assam. Ans:
Bhala.

Early Birds: Tamal Blawas| Sddhartha
Viswanathan| Tito Shitaditya) Plyall Tull|
Hadmisha

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K Subratimanin
S Upendean

“What news?"

1 m i receipt of a letter from my
father, He says that in the eventuality of
ot godng to my villige to see him this
weeek, he will proceed here next month,”

"Why don't you say 'l received a letter
from my Father. He says that i1 don't go
i hils place, he will come here next
miple and straightforward in
and writing, There ks a
tendency among our people to use big
words and roundabout expressions.”

"It is impressive to use big words”

It Is impresshoe to the person who
uases bl words but ot to the listener or
reader, Lioned Trilling, a great critie, once
sabd: “We are fast losing the ability o say
clearly and simply what we want to say. A
time will come when people will be
unaible te “They fell in love and
ried, Thisy would say: "Thelr i dinal
impulses being reciprocal, they activited
thelr individisal erotie drive: 1
integrated them within the
reference,’

1 like it. It s impressive.”

It Is Impresshoely unintelligible,

e frame of

times to understand what it mes
are sddieted to this kind of ling
Adexander Hidg, a former LLS. Secretary
of State, apparently was much addieted 1o
it The story goes that one of Halg's aldes
ke him bor o pay Increase, Hidg eould
not siuy 'ne’, Instead he replied: *Because
of the luctuational predisposition of your
position's productive capacity as
Justaposed o Government standards, it
would be momentarily injudicious o
advocate an nerement,’ The perplesed
abde rey Telen't get it Mr, Haig
replied: “That's right.” When someone was
asked to give adviee on bow to be a
suceessiul public speaker, he sakd: ‘Well,
i promul gating your essteric cogliations
and articulating superficial, sentimental
and psychologleal abservations, beware
of platitudinous ponderosity. Let your
extemporancous decantations and
unpremeditated expatiations have
invelligibiliy and veraclous veraci
without redomontacke and thrase
bomk sedhlously avold all |
profundity, pusillanimous vacuity,
pestifercus profanity and similar
transgression

"It bs Fangastic, It is terrific”

"D o undberstanc what ks sald?”
wressive, though, What

i
[T
¥

the village schoolmaster described by
Oliver Goldsmith: While words of karned
Jeengeh amel thund 'ring sound

Amazed the gazing rustics ranged
arcungd

Stlll they gaeed and still the wonder

Erew
Herw i small hesd eould eontain all be

¥ Eiven me e Mles of
el English. [ lenow what to avold. What
are the essentlals of good writng?™
"W will discuss them in the coming

werks.”
Pulsished in Thie Hinde on September
40, 1954,

Word of the day

Segue:
the act of changing smoathly from cne state

of sltuation w anothes; pracesd withaut
Irterruption, In music or talk

USaEe: me segued into anather discowrse
Pronunciation: newsth ive/ssguepre

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jssgwei

For feedback and suggestions lar
Text & Contiest, please write to
letters@thehindu, co.n
with the subject ‘Teat & Contest’

»

+
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wer the past vear, the state health
department has tackled major dis-
easeoutbreaks and scares, Taunched

could have been prevented. Ourapproach
is multi-pronged, and the timeline isim-
mﬂhu Rtguk\r detailed maternal death
; inue, andwelli

Action or stringent when things
didn’t goas planned, This year, the depar-

iliary nurse midwi ANME)
mﬂncmsmmgmnlmmen well

PANORAMA
“Wewill bringinmore transparency in drug testing and operations’

] uvsdd\

forthbythe  Whati -
Mlmsmahmmlld_ nounced in last year’'s budget?

he top five sta Tenders fi cnlmlcarcblmksmuduv\
termse i w rk‘ili.ks_ and D will
‘W have agreed to give thern Rs 10,000 Vijayapura, weamungr.uhngmmang

per month, effective from April 1. Wewill

unused structure as  eritical care block

ment’s focus areas include thenin: line work wimprove the RCH poral, asthe 'md providing necessary equipment,
maternal care, ensuring transparency in  high-risk categoriesearlyon. temew ASHAs said they it. wewill soon formally launch
dirug, procurement and testing, setting up We have also agreed togive ASHAswho  the daycare chemotherapy centers that
a dedicated helpline, and g taluk  What are drug With have worked for over five yearsa 15-day will nperatein a hub-and-spoke moded in
DOEESeST M 1 ) paid leave per year, withan option to each district hospital, which will set aside
hlunm-rl)nu-d: Gundu]lm,\\huspoh. We've taken ni» b ...u;im | }III(’Hll ( ||I||[{l| Rao accurmulate it year on year too, 10 beds for chemotherapy patients.
with DTS Ullshan hedr d food it 7
mentsiotoa sngle auchorig: headedbya Health Minister, Karnataka - Whatgroj ) .
‘Youannounced strong measures to commissioner, Wie will focus on improv- - prevent infectic this year's budget?
tackle maternal deaths alwm ing our drug testing ldl:a- and m\umuglir.l[ What has been done since the Justice als refaterd to Covid-19 management. FIRs  especially dengue, this year? Weare mnlmkmg ALANY NEw hlg
deaths  all rest resuly [« hiave b led against the then di We'll with the urban proj [, whe want
rowmumr What s the budget ml.m!. puna] for pub]lc ACOESS, ]\mmh Two Cabinet subcommittee meetings of the medical education department. the  and rural development departments by pre and
for State were held with the deputy chief minister — fi ial assh and the health equip el mlalel-ebrwu-\,wrllmhend ofthe proving “Taluk hospital d
these measures? lencd(Kb_\«l‘BLL}mIJbemp]mI} as chairman, and the report wasdiscussed  ment officer over irregularities in PPE kit mmnmm veillance it ing, We are ex-
The maternal death ratein Karmataka has — overhawled. Tamill Nadu has the best i detail. Aunithas been established wo purchases. Additionally, notices have been tor-bx ik panding Gruha Arogya and the Punceth
beendeclining. Wewill launcha mission — procur ystem in t W, W thei ionoftheinguiry  issucd 035 supplicrs to recover around |mlana.dcngu¢:and chikungumya Our Rajkumar Hrodaya Jyoti STEM I scheme
with a Rs96 croreallocati bringpre-  arebringi hing similar here and Esion' dai KS.M- Ris35 crore refated to Covid testing mis- hmmsml]cundllctsurvm collectserum  thisyear. Wealsowant tointroduce
ventable maternal deaths o zeroshorty, — making the process more competitive, We  SCL's MD has issued conduct, The health department is alsa stare-of-the-art ambulance service and

Weare trying toidentify gaps, the reasons
for maternal deaths, and whether they

arecalling tenders now for supply tobegin
From April,

approximately Rs 170 crore I‘n’.lln 274
suppliersof medicines and ather materi-

investigating allegations of misconductin
purchasing PPE kitsand liquid oxygen,

Extreme weather events — from the catastrophic Los Angeles fires to the crippling
heatwave in Indialast year— are the consequences of a warming planet, say scientists

DAVID GELLES AND AUSTYN GAFFNEY

sLos Angelesburned fordays
onend, horrifying the nation,
scientistsmadeanannounce-
ment Friday that could help
explain the deadly conflagra-
jor: 2024 wasthe hottest year
inrecorded history,

With temperatures rising around the
world and the oceans unusually wann.
seientists are warning that the planet has
entered a dangerous new era of clmunc
floods, storms and fires made worse by hu-
man-caused climate change.

The firestormes ravaging America’s sec-
ondHangest city are just the latest spasm of
extremeweather that is growing more furi-
ousas wellasmore unpredictable. Wikdfires
arehighly unusualin Southem Californiain
January, which is supposed 1o be the rainy
season. Thesame istrue foroyclonesin Ap-
p-.]ln:hn. whm‘ Hurricanes l-{clmc and
through mountain
Wildlfir I
faster. Storms are getting bigger and carry-
ing more moisture. And soaring tempera-
tures worldwide are leading to heat wanes
and drough, whuchcaube-demsmr@on

wplmmmr.smom:ﬂ_xr.

their own and leave ies vulner-
able to dangers such as mudshides when
bc:wyraimrwm

and

year al\rl displactd millions, wlth pulgrlmﬁ

bia. In Europe, extreme heat contributed ro
ath\sﬂ?.tmdeatllsnmmunhe Umned
States, hy
recentdecades.

“We're in a new era now,” said former
Vice President Al Gore, who has warned of

Acar

nt by
arestill under evacuation orders, Over 12,01

i Angeles, California. At least 16 people h

fires. arp

Anew era: How climate
changeisdriving disasters

thethreats of ghobal warming for decades.  liams, adlimatescientistat UCLA “Andthe  ratel dil d federal
“Th li laved warmerthetemp we  tions for a th 1 fish had |
incrra:iing,lxnllinfltquﬂlq‘mldiltmxiu'. the fires” l'meflghllng efforts by leading o water

quiterapidly”
Thr ﬁn:s raging in gn:m Los Angrln
5 the m
US history. By Jalmary ]U ﬂ)chlms]md
consurmed more than 36,000 acresand de-
stroved thonsands of buildings and at least

Athird factor fuellingthe fires, the fieree
Santa Ana winds, which b'law Wesl me

shortages.
 Andondanuary 8, Elon Musk,

scientists said was made worse by climate
&haruy roared Mnmthc‘?ummem un-

er:dmm Indudulg North Carolina.

Utah and Nevada, ¢ Iy linked
to elimate change, Eut the

11y ‘T‘mmp i. maened

hermenl it thedek

winds this week have been particularly
Fcrocm susting at more than 100 mph,

10 people were dead, and | dd top
100 billion, according 1o AccuWeather,

Although itisnot possible tosaywith cer-
ralntyasany specificweather event unfolds
whether it was worsened or macde more
likely by global warming, the Los Angeles
firesare being driven by anumberoffactors
thit scientrsts have hnked to fire weather
and that are becoming increasingly com-
monona planet.

Lastwinter, SouthernCaliforniagot huge
amounts of rain that led o extensive Ve
etation growth, Now, months into what is
rypicallythe 1
periencing adrought. The kst ime itrained
mre than 2 tenth of an inch was on May

ategory 2 hurricane.

Fires across the West have been gett
worseinrecentyears. In 2017, [houwld.l.ul’
hurnrsm Santa Rusa.Cathmm bumrd oy

Alegre, Brazil, wmld not have been so se-

dlcd mare than 13,000 homes in Paradise,
California. In 2021, roughly 1,000 homes
burned near Boulder, Colorado.

And from the boreal forests of Canada
1o the redwood groves of Oregon, large
fires have been incinerating vast areas of
wilderness,

“In the: last couple years, weve seen an
increase in extreme weather events and
increasing amounts of billion-dollar dis-
asters,” sud Kaithm Trudeaw, a senior re-

chm\mpla}smwlldfm vere were it not for human-caused global
)\n@:ll: residentsdisplacedby the  warming, Tn May, scientists found the fin-
heunfold-  gerprints of dimate change on a crippling
mgdmurrl\a.-. politicised. Tearwave thatgripped India, and found thear
“People in West Afri in,
waas made 10 fimes more likely by climage
ne'@llxm'lkmdhum “Whataboutall  Are delaCruz, CEO of Team Rubicon, a
d\cdnmcssr\\'tmabmnﬂn:rcmpcrmrtsr i jsati il
There's | pointing  ansandothervol istafterd
back toclimate ” ters, wasat home in Los Angeles when the

News that 2024 was the hottest year on
record was hardly a surprise. The previous
In:unlmrm-.ﬂu?.'s AIllOuf:he]mml

dh

firesbrokeout. Hishouseis safe for now,and
he is now preparing to deploy volunieers
whowill helpdearroads and distribute aid.

years dec-
ade. “We sound like a broken rtwrd but
oaly the records keep breaking,”
said Gavin Schrmide. dm'murof ﬂ')c NASA
Goddard [

Team Ruib agroup
offormer volunteer
after the devastaring eartheueake in 2010,
ButdelaCruz said that most of thedisasters

5.5ince then, ithas been the second-driest  search associate focused on wildfires and Space Studies, which  his organi 1 responds to around the
period in the city's recorded history. the West Coast at Climate Contral anon- monitors global temperatures. "They will  world now arelinked toclimate change.
Temperatures in the n-gmn have also  profit research group, “T0s very clear that - continue to break until we getemissions  “Iessimplephysics"hesaid. “Warmerair
[} It .a,.,um under control.” Mdsnk.n:w.uu The storis are increas-
ofthe plants that grew last year hed,  we're pumpinganinsar fcarbon Bur the world is not getting i increasing
turning trees, grasses and bushes into kin- lc i under control. In fact, Tast vear 1 ' Just u
elllingy thiar was ready 1o explode. systems o goout of whack.” rming  able, Therei ininth Los
combination of heat and dryness,  Asthelos Angel gasesintoth t hecon- at upleofweel
which sclentists say is linked to climate ¢ ; l i ! fclin h h: Bast scienti |read dab
change, created thei itions for an fodding tragedy b fodderforpo-  painfully clear. US. diummtulmms what will happen when the rains do arrive.
wrban firestorm. liticalattacks. largebystalled lastyear. Heat waves. Drought. Fires, Super-

“Wintertime firesin Southern Califormia

T ofextreme :
et events 10 occur at once,” said Park Wil

President-elect Donald Trump blamed
California Governor Gavin Newsom, a
Democrat, for the disaster, Trump inacor-

The inevitable result: more heat and
mnore extreme weather. Inlate September
andearly October, Hurricane Helene, which

storms, Floods. Mudslides. These are the

2 workd,

The New York Times

health centres ||| m'at.-a ul' fever, and put

Qurexisting plan on alert mie,

establish the 104 hedpline that was discon-
tinued years ago.

Systems thinking
inthe age of Al

MOHAMMED ANZY S

onversations with my

10-vear-old daughter of-

wenoffer me freshinsights,
Her reasoning and refreshing
perspectives on mostIopiessur-
prise me, Recently, she casually
mentioned that she preferred
Perplexity Al an artificial in-
telligence-powered search en-
gine, because it provides accu-
rate and focused responses to
her quurk:s Ilt'r milttrr*d—fw:t

will differentinte passive users
from active innovators.
Generative Al raises ethical
questions, such as theintellectu-
al property of Al-generated art
and bias in AT systems, Teach-
ing children systems thinking
equips them to approach these
dilemmas with nuance. They
will learn to identify stake-
holders, weigh trade-offs, and
consider long-term implica-
tions—essential skills in an era
when technology often outpac-

often we undﬂmtlnu[r tech-
nologysimpacton our children,

‘While todays children are
digital natives, they are often
unaware of structured ways
1o make sense of the systems
around them. They intuitively
explore the world of technol-
ogy but often lack the tools
to connect the dots, under-
stand patterns, or foresee
outcomes in an intricately
connected world,

As we move further into
the generative Al era, where
machines create, analyse, and
mfluence, our next generation
will need more than technical
skills. Theywill brace

Systems thinking teaches
children to solve problems by
seeing challenges as intercon-
nected puzzles rather than
isolated events, Children leam
that systems, like teams, don't
woperate in silos and thus grasp
the importance of diverse per-
spectives in solving complex
problems. In a world of con-
stant change, systems thinking
teaches children to adapt and
embrace uncertainty.

Teaching systems thinking
Start with stories: Stories are
powerful tools for illustrating
interconnected systems. For
example, a story about a forest

systerms thinking,

Systems thinking is a holisric
analytical approach that em-
phasises u how

ecosystem can teach children
how plants, animals, and wearh-
er harmoniousky interact.

i ive simulations: Tools

different parts of a system in-
terrelate and function within
larger conzexts. It is a mindset
that helps see the big picture,
identify patterns, and grasp the
interconnectedness. Developed
attheMassachusertsInszituce of
Technology in 1950, this meth-
odology Is now applied across
fieldstoenhance problem-solbv-
ingand decision-making,

For children, systerns think-
fing is essential to thrive in an
Al -driven fugure that demands
eritical thinking. adaptability,
navigate inter-

«. With challenges
like climate char\ge and global

like LEGO, coding kits, or gen-
erative Al platforms can help
children build and test their
systems. These hands-on ac-
tivities make abstract concepts
come alive.
Encouragze ‘whatif questions:
Ignite curiosity by prompring
children to explore scenarios
like: Whar if a key character
in a story made a different
choice? What if a supply chain
was disrupted?

Link to real-world issues:
Topics like climate change, ur-
han planning, or Al ethics can
be used to introduce systems
thinking, as they will demon
strare how i

MII emponrer children 1o look

beyond surface-level issues. It

encourages I:hun to to rocognise
ind feed

tems shape theworld around us.

The Generative Aleramarks
a profound transfermation.
A interconnected

Boops that shape outeomes.
Generative ATisn'tjust chang-
ing how we work: it's redefining
the problemswesolve, As Al op-
ithi il

devices, and rapid innovation
will ereate unforeseeable op-
pormunities and challenges. As
generative Alshapes the future,

art, writing, code.m'opumisms
kogistics—children who under-
stand systems thinking will be
better equipped to collaborate

will help chil-
dren understand complex is-
sues, find responsible solutions,
and handle change purposeful-

with Al tools, antici ripple

Iy Teachi

effects,and fosteran innovative
mindset.

With systems thinking, chil-
dren will learn to ask mean-
mgful questions like: How do
systems work? What would
happen if one part changedy
Would there be unintended
consequences? Such inguirics

in our children and future. As
Albecomes morecommon, we
need leaders who can see the
bigger picture and act with a
clearvision and purpose.
(The writer 5 Indin MD of a
slnbaf company that provides
saftware solutions for property
andcusielty insurers)
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B e 27 S s s 0 Letting things be: The artofacceptance
Maldives backs India’s stand Govt maysetup panel soon
on Indian Ocean for Constitution review I:isem':o gercaughtinthe bustling — mentsand momensof quiet reflection — ir'salways changing” The master re- I these moments ofstillness, dmu
energy ofurbanclamorand believe  Tdid realise that clinging tooutcomes sponds, “No, the river isand h often arrives not thr
Make (Maldives), January 13 P Dedhi, Jan 13 thatevery moment redquires our can be stressful and furile, while allow-  been the same, itsyour perceptionthat — through patience. By.allumngtlnngstu
Strategically snated, the lndian Oeean Bent upon Seming up:a commissson o inzervention. We rush m ficwharwe ing things to unfold natrally can changes” Our desire to act is often brearhe and unfold in their own time,
M|prh¢godmvuswmwlnm review the Constitution in spire afre- think is broken, toumangle wharseems  bring peace. based on our own mterpretation,  we empower ourselves to be present, to
Indinincal [ Ippasition, the BIP led messyand to resolve what feels unser- TheneHaLw astorythat ﬂot!\':‘lln'ymlf Wedon't witness, and to find contentmentin the
i i heir activi NDA tling. However, i there'sa heow our initial Dstecr the s
inthe Oeeanas th ferences for the panel, profound wisdomand beautyinsimply  perception can be fleeting, WiteT we st he most Zen approach
e preavee forits development. Maldives” auﬂlulimm:smnmﬂ wclay. The letting things be. and attempting to fix our trust their coarse, istosimply aocept the situation asit
support was conveyed to Prime Min- Union Law Ministry has already circu- On the last day at work before Christ-— perceived outcome can be Toletthingsbe stotrustin - isandinaworld that pushes us toact,
ster Indlira Ganclhi by Prime Minister lavexd a dra it e amwong the Cabiner mas break, T was preoccupied and alit-— pointless, A student asksa ‘v the flow oflife; the gentle art thequiet power of doing nothing can
Atmed Zakiaf the Maldives during murﬂtmmdw(cmmmdu‘ﬁw\.ﬂccs llerushed.\\-'henasi[uaﬁon mﬁmdm Zen master, “Master, what is of accepting tharnot everything  perhaps be the most profound act of all,
their far i irection [ had not anrici the nature of reality’™ The master needs to be resolved right away, When we let things be with compas-
sulved, in Mr. Zaki's words, in“very good ot come up for discussion befare the quldcbr_]umpcdmprmﬂammmw suﬁ:lg'rrpln:s “Lookarthe nw:rﬂw- or perhaps, atall. There is wisdom siom, they come and goon their own
understanding” in all masters discussed. Cabinet o Wednesday, resolveit,in the pro itmore  ing" The pping back and embracing the without causing a ripple in the waters
jumbled and comvoluted. After mo- aurgling past him and says, *lr.m space between action and resolution. of oursoul.




Live and Let DEI
Thrive, Organically

Bediverse, but activismcan'timpinge onbiz goals

Apple is going against the grain by persisting with DEI
programimes, measures designed to make people of all
backgrounds — regardless of ethnieity, religion, class,
sexuality and gender — feel included in the workplace. It
has asked shareholders to vote against a proposal to
serap its DEL programme stech rivals are sca-
ling back or serapping similar schemes before Donald
Trump's return to the WE o
Inz202s, thel_“iSupmn:otoull:lllo(llh11|aco basedal-
firmative action in college admissions is unconstitutio-
nal, This means corporate America will have to make ex-
tra effort to be inelusive. Instead, it is dialling down DEI
programmes to beon the right side of the law, and instep
with the Republican rhetoric on the issue. Meta joined
the DEl-scrapping bandwagon last week taking the
peist plea, Thisfollowed an announced relaxationof con.
tent moderation that re-emphasised
politics across social media plat
forms, Apple does not share Meta's
‘discomfiture’ over Trump's return,
Butthat is not tosuggest it will find the
going easy with its DEI programme
& amidmounting legal challenges tothe
interpretation of equal opportunity: It
is confident its hiring process allows the company topur
sue a more inelusive agenda. Meta is not so sure. Yet, it
wants the content it carries to include a broader spec-
trum of pelitical views. Trump is holding out the olive
branch to Sillcon Valley over immigration. ltmay
return the gesture zh politically b
This may not be too difficult because the process of 1\1:-
utralising the working environment is continuou 1[
may have bee , by some
back need not conflict wlth Acompany's v 11w:s. TI:e!\pp
le board is correct, though, to warn shareholders of acti-
rism that impinges on business goals, Companies need
greater resilience against the ebb and flow of politics to
b abile to deliver to investors. They can use lawmakers'
dependence on jobs to carve out political immunity. So-
metimes, the politically incorrect course istheright one,

BRICSEEIIU, Finding
Purpose in Heft

BRICS is now BRICSEEIIU, and it's sturdier for it Indonesin’s
full membership into BRICS+ last Monday is an opportunity
for strengthening multitateralizm, With the worbd's most popa.
latedl couantey and Mo 2and Mo, 4 nations, inth 1b, quantity
does translate into geopolitical quality It strengthens the hand
of member countries like India that have served as a bulwark
5t BRICS mor phing intoan ‘anti-West” forum. This means.
seeking and pursuing a free andactive’ foreign policy intenton
balancingalliances and partnerships with new opportunities.
Unlike China and Fussia, both major players and UNSC perma.
nentmembers, or new members with major leveragesuch as lea:

dingoilanc gﬁhwmlm'ﬁ Tranamd the UAE

T Feosose Tives

{ with G7 countries. Their interest Lies inde-
veloping aceess to funding, technology and
trade opportuniiles. Spanning across the
globe, thisgquartet within the current deoet
wan work collaboratively to h.1|'1ncr~])l'1}!'r'.
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With continuity expected, India needs to quietly make progress in core aspects of the relationship

America-India First

Keep Calm

And Carry

On

Pranab Dhal S5amanta

Bid
So,

Biden Bye,
What Now?

W sTATE OF PLAY 3

mmigration can't be the oen,
trepiece of the India-US con-
versatbon just because Danald
Trimip aid his Maga brigade
are an a political hunt. Both
countries have traversed a large
stirntegie expanse over the past twi
decades to no v (hemselves to
Biedofined by policya domesticsove
reignmatter fhmn country
The

India-US 1r‘|ullona]:l1' hw Tappen:
mml'l-hnvu prpence of natlon-
1%, resulting in e
, legal and policy
abstactes to furihe conperation in
semsitive areas like defence, nucle-
ar, space amd other areas that were
v’ i e st

Over the years, that has come to
Form the core of the relationship,
which has rested wnd Aourished on
the pillars of political bipartisan-
ship There's 1o reason yet 1o nfer
that Trump has any difforent ideas.
But it's not going to be tuu-sLln-o .n
usyal eith i
ing todefir 1. by 'ﬂt 1c-
counts, thist £ inistration
is preparing bo make a more organi-
serd anvil sevious execution elfort.

5o, what adjustment doos this me-
an for India® While one's easily
R pbed b o 5 this i
misily going to bea wait-and waich
aflair in the initlal months. Howey-
o assessment of aneas whers

'I r\lmlmm]mnmlr Thlan
dera working frame for Indi
The first would be on changing
the global rubss of order in manner
it T4 Just Amerbean primacy bt
its supremacy is re-cstablishod, This
secks to respond to the domestic an-
ger that countries have benelited

and grown ot the US" expense, with
some lke China looking to chal-
enge Al Vs mhobal dominance,

ULy
While the llw1ll undertakes gobal
reaponsibilities, its ability bo correst
errant states, like in West Asia, s
Both reduced and challenged.
From o Maga perspective, these
countries fall in three broad catego-

o aund
errant countries th'n need discipli-
g, possibly
H.Iulc'thrrt‘canItnddlll.oﬂs.sllh
tractions and reclassificatbons with-
ategories, the positive for
Inelin ks that it doesn’t fall in any of
ot thesignallingisof con
th Guad foreign ministers
In-lm. m\ll«lm the Inpuguration on
Jamary 30, Andall fhroe forvign mi-
nisters —of Indis, Australia and da-
pan — annotnosd their preseics
within hoursef each other
Notably the Biden administra-
tioi al coni iniii-

with clearer geopolitical and geoe
interests and agenda. They eanalso ensure
that BRICS serves as the foram for countries that are bigenough
tomatier, but kack the leverage to make their voloe count. Glven
s dliversity spanning the economie spectrum, Indis can anchor
the quartet not as counterpoint within BRICS but as the com-
pass— GPS, if youwill — keeping the group true to its purposa.

The emerging quartet should leversge this partnership be-
vond BRICS to multilateral and plurilateral fora. This should
allow the growing intergovernmental organisation toemerge
a8 an ambitions vel pragimatic volee that serves o articulate
the needs of developing countries as they balance growth and
development with other global challenges.

THINK ABOUT IT

o f . Trying tocome across as alpha, epsilon
-~ amalke Zuckerberg gets Machiavellian

‘Masculine Energy™?
Just Say ‘Aggressive’

Mark Zuckerberg’s been reading his Machiavelll. The cre-
atorof Facemash — the 2003 website that uploaded photos
of female Harvard students in pairs, without permission
from the university’s online directories, and then asked
usgers to choose which person was "hotter’ — isn't new to
‘endangering gender’ tactics. But his latest comments on
why companles need more ‘masculine encrgy’ aren’t new.
The 15th-16th ¢. Florentine master political theorist, inhis
posthumously published 1532 treatise, The Prince, advised
that ‘it is better to be adventurous than cautious, because
Sortne is a woiman, and iF you wish to keep her under, it is
necessary to beat and ill-use her; and it is seen that she al-
lows herself to be mastered by the adventurous rather
than by those who go to work more coldly’. Machiavelli
wrrote that it is up tomasculine ‘virtue’ totame her.

16th . feudal Europe, one assumes, had different notions
about the feminine’ and women than 21st ¢. tech America.
But equating being gung-ho and ‘adventurous’ with ‘ma:
seuline encrgy’ — implying that ‘productiveaggression” is
amabe tralt — merely perpetuates gender clichés, Even i
Zucherbergprobably means ‘just theright Goldilocks" mix
of testosterone and estrogen, he comes across as pure Nic-
colt-deon. Trying to schmoogze Trump by lexing his tech
bro-ness is a bit limp-wristed.

¥ to move ahead with Trump 10
il commitment in 2020, For ins-
tance, the in-principle go-ahead for
selling an armed version of Preda-
far drones was made by Trump LD,
bt taken to fruition under Bi-
den. Launch of iCET and recent re-
Inxation in MTCR rules to enahle
sale of space launch vehicles and
parts to India is part of &
continuum.
Can there be
Trump, surpr
to be partof the calculath
is whiy From an Indian standy
it's mdvisable to secure the core issu-
es and uLnn- 11» ﬂmblm rather
than push for irvest deals,
especially \\'In'n thol‘o i irmedd -
imped imEnt or coner.

The other Maga front will be bur-

cﬂlurlt steed framae that Trinp
ints to recast through the DOGE
i|)| tment of Govermment Eificl-

ency) project. This is Trump's po-
wer fight with the one arm of the
American state that has not just re.
sisted but also challenged him insti-
tutionally

Aot of the Magn agenda coaild
et trapped in this fight. But, ere
again, Inalia coudd benedi from pol i
tical continuity if it focuses on the
core areas of the relationship and
wered on o issues that
India ns subject of do-
mestie political delsate, The bureau:
cratie buy-in to the overall India re-
lationship Is positive, but expecta.
thoms vary, particulardy ondemocra:
cy and rights lssues.

15 possible that Indla may end up
with reliel on some of them. This is
because Trump will want torecrder
thee set of expeclations with all co-
uniries, including ndia. Tl\ulumld
b ot lser bag of surpr Bt i
the stakes attached to care
of tlve partnership remain high,

a fruit for Tndia
vhich invalves
posing of the

LIS, Ini Fac, thi HABvisadebate s an

o Biden s leaving the Ind-
strategic relationship
nsolid docket of achie-
L J vorments — Trom theseabed
o the stars, and beyond',

Quote the White House's 1yrical
drafters, There's miach to colebrate
nd much te anticipate as Donald
T ke office on Monday
Ower the last four vears, India
and the US have madle qualitative
and quantititive leaps, espec
in tech and defence, making the
partiership ome of th i
ght points’ for an admi
entangled in two wa
e with a mismatch bewe
en ambitious rhatoric and
stark reality from Africa
to Latin America

Thie relationship grew
robaietly despite hirdles,

Therewasaconstant flow

of visits by top offbckals

foscopt VP K-nle Hiar-
20 5

nit, initi-

i st-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC), grow-
thof GQual, an agreement bo estab-

lish a mational security semicon-
ductor Bbrication plant, a joint ef-
Fort 1o map Earth, and & miss o o
the International Space Station,
China is seen @ the major reson
For the growth in thes But there's

lights Beljing's subversive tactles
inthe US ond beyond

ivan’s farewell trip
t New Dedhi last week wis bo oel
brate the progress: integrating key
supply chalns, breaking new frontl-
e i space, enhanc ing undersea do
main awareness, lamching a joint
AL profect for product 1o support all-
daomaincommand and cortrol, start-
Ingg research projects for processing
techidogies for critical Jmnm-lk
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Flowing With
The Current

SWAMISIVANANDA

T iy peopbe, especially Tam-
ks, Makora Sankranti ushers in
e New Yiear Thecorn that 1s
viestid ks coaked for the
IHIIOIl that day:.J ]

and the poor I.'l'l‘ﬁ‘ilﬂrllidoﬂl&‘l
sty ghvers preseits O i it
day, the cow, which is regarded
syimbol ol the hily mothers
is worshipped. Then here is the
feeding of birdsand animals,
Inthis manner, devitee's heart

reducing US expor
ningsirateghes arousnd ||.||I
omal security imglications of Al
He announced that the LS ks
Lt taking steps (o remdwe the last
three Gol organisations, inc-
Tuding Bhabha Atomic Hes-
earch Contre (Barcy, from

the entities list to allow for
* conperatlon.
the I'|>l:|1)

irigered US sanctions and black-
listing, were way back in 1590,
What about rhu-luum

s:'ln.l[l[.nlnmg.lnlhml\ uptoa
pointafterwhich fears abou 5
friendship with Russia take over
and hesitation surfaces, Despite In-
dian assurances that integrity of

expands showly during
Reatbon, frst embracing wihih 1ts
Tongarmsol kvetheentine
household and neighbours, then
servanls and e poos, e thee
cow, and all other Lving ereatu-
e Without even belngawar
of it, one devebops the heart and
expanids it tosuch proportions
kit A whiode universe ik a

this day
T

six-amonth pe
thesun travels northwards s

Thigghly fwvoiarabe to them in the-
I march towards the goal o Hfe.
I8 s as thyough they are Bowing

Pongal insouth India Eclosely
conmected with agriculiure. To

tech won't be or sha
red, US officials remain scepdical
They want hat of Indl-

theagriculturalist, it sa day ol
mumuh He would have by then
st fiuibts of s patd-

anexpart control ews with theirs,
The undertying expectation: Incdia
ahould align mote with e US politi
cal agerxla (-m'nllahrmlrhw\lnl—
L)

“stop-start, stop-star 5
Imels New Dedlalof” (e two predeces-
SOF Rreehis lliuh‘“'dnllluk:‘
Cooperation Group (2002) e
fience Technology and Trade lmmn
ve (K. which didn’t make much
Iseadway but dic start the conversa-
tiom, It makes ICET the third bite at
the spplie, me an analyst pat i1,

The two US indlictments ﬁgﬂil\xl
Gautam Adani and others hiwve in-
jectedacertainamountof bitterness
intheconversation, Going pulilicdid
't play well in New Delhi. Whatever
Al futiire of e oviclesics, s
choioe 1o goafter Adani, That the US
logal svsten b sacrosanct i not cut-
g I whien cidds ket Trmg an:

eooanic issue, grounded in the rea- anatherequally important propeller  falling by the wayside, How the Bid-
lity of America’s tech industry and Boyond strategic compulsions, t's - en team frames the two indictments
ll"lll-lml!nl STEM Trade ple i for Trump affic fetermine

hat Tr um]:]lnnpnko

pact the balanced

Ind:llkj.nm Ing: trade with the US.
Again, theseare key do

mestic Magi
where Indin can't get
dragged into as a fore
igm policy hurdle. But it's
[rom the steateqic fun:
ddamentads, which hene
lakl the path for semi.
tor and ather
al investments in
ndia, that a way for
warid could energe in
e course if India is
seen through Trump's
larger pictire, as notan obstacks but
partner in the Maga endeavour:
Tnclia s not yet a political target
for Truwmp. To remain so, it's impor-
t not to seck the Hmelight, but
quictly make progress in the core
of therelatlonship, recogni-
thie i g |Iurul1h.m-m

Indin's foreign and sec
approach towards the new govern.
et in Was hingbon.

ranaddhal smean o mnesyindio

.IIM I|l,|,|-u| nlu 5l influence. [unk
around and the presenoe of Indian
Amerieans In bath the outglng -
den administration and the
ncoming

What about burmps in the
relationship? Much is happening
with iCET. But after a point. fears
about India's friendship with Russia
take over and hesitation surfaces

Trumpieam is hard tomiss,

future developments.

The White House mecting with
Sikh netivists was another majar ir-
rit Abthough [ -
1y ravise if, the US sideexplained i
a coincidence. It begs the question:
where were US officials going with
it? “You're ncll dealing with an India

Bl \')"us-li'\-lt'm advantage. [t
Irritates everyone and takes a lot of
el o pepaii o sider old me

From Bangladesh to Myanmar to
Pakistan, Indka sees developments
differently Foroes unleashed and
mow at phay in Bangladesh have up-
epulithes, tosay mothing of
icious nurratives boing pro-
an paliches were help-
ingomly Awanmi Leaguet AL suppor.
ters. Meaning only AL homes were
1at with Inlian power lines, Ameri
can silenos on the lack of democracy

Rt Dakst o B e -nmmhnn
o in 2013 Interestingly,
man Raja Krishna lmunlhl Lﬁ |I)|-
topriost Defocrat on
ressional commiites on
compet ition with Chins

high-

f odd times,

Caiizee it Capltol HULamd find the  las angesed Delhi.
new House of Rep Tas
sixIndian Americanmembers —the  and thu US wants to sanction ‘the

Ieelloutof them”,a poliey thatdidnt
work in the past and gave China the
wpper hand. Why not el then find
F out of the curvent political
churn? As for Pakistan. the less said
e better

When Will You Make Them Accountable?

Anjana Menon
I

Elections provides real recl Imlllm:
of thestate of our democracy
when skeletons are wrel mllwlmll
firam tighal el ity
laundry theDelhi
pollsmext month, staggering Ngures
haveomerged of how much then-CM
nr\'lul I-w]l {wal spent on renovating
5l
sponise, hoalleged the PM sp-
rmaoreon liks home, reducing
it term shuggfiest on whoscored better
at squandering public funds. The
sobering truth i thad our elected
pelitical class rules with impunity
and litte accountability, and coubd
well be dubbed our new imperial
everlonds.
Thecontroversy on (e apends, 1s.
I||u11n|;¢|)t~|\s maoney, came to light
ri sald that renova-
g the CM's hotise cost the public
mare than T3 er, spirallingtodx the
estimated budget. The makeover in
eluded arefrigerntor worth 2.2 Inkh,
amicrowave oven for £L8 Lakh, and

Awn sbean ovens for T4 lakh
In Delhi, where summer brings
1

s, it frns

I\mmhll\.' between rh|~lr

warth nearly flern
Mo ol s would hove
thee average ndian voter, who fis, by
mow, e b to mksallocat bon of pub-
fetandi

M's bungabow

Ahere wasan extraondinary ordina
riness tohim — held tight in the
signature mulTer wrapped around
Tishead, hisbeal i
ear and b 58 FoVe-
s office on Gandhian
Anna Hozare Dushbmkl.lu‘unstu
eultureol crony eapit
ment-seeking that murke lli Fu'llod'
Congress-led UPA.

But that wis nearly 14 years ago,
and it doesn't take too lang toknow
l]mr fightingand winningelectbons

Tuted cities. They have wfmunllu.

suffer shameful teaffic jams, and

garbage sits in mountainous piles
s, irrespectiveof the

trke our basie ¢ ightsof
clean akr or water for granted. In-
clinms losetl ives routinedy be
cause of administrative failure, be
thal

Tie funds for po
and leadership whi
It peculiar for Kejri
toafflce o the plank of frugality

1s. What makes

Homarenetaghysics, please.

1l i that e care

sk i T
dia. idl‘u|htlﬁ1lr|¢«.|‘illt| I|| the way.

thll, ihe controversy over the Delhi
LTy lwlaxlmumnron]m‘u
pdonn of & karger imalakse, vot just
cross the world, where

ture of entitleme: m I1um Ilplll'lln
politics everywl hether it was
Former British PM |lo| iz Johinsc

e
healtheare.
ed, we never askour polith
whiy o troces are nod | el fior
delivering our basics and improving

ourguality of lifie, All tooeften, we
fall into the odd freebie trap, and get
woused by religious claptrappls
c‘lw«l llnlinnlnuwmunulmtlml!
hich e 50 be viewed as vls-

~c|||.| by Wi ||'|I|||'m

mn

ms.

entoil, Symbalically the first
Tarvest is offiered to the Almighty
-t that ks Porigal. To todl wass

[}
Bonlu Babu’s
+

Friend

Serlyagiit Ry
Dhiring the weekend, Bonku
Babu went to the knvyer, Sripa
i Majuarcais hotise, o spend
the evenings withother regu-
Rars On amumber ol pocas):
oris, e head ooime back think-
ing, ‘Encugh, never agal
“The rusison wis simply that he
coild put up with the pranks
prlaved by the boys i his sch-
oal, bk when grown, even
midddle-aged men started mak-

ih'{ﬂ.lﬂlﬂ hikm, it becarme oo
mech to bear:

At theso mect ings that Sripa-
£ b hostod in theevenings,
nearly everyone poked flun at

Pl Babai,
sametimes
SATYANT RAY  Dringinghis
el o
bereaking poi-
it Only the
o diay
loss than two
Tnonyths g
— thery were
talkingabout

ighosts. Usually, Bonkn Babu
leept hia mouth shut. That day,
fiast same unknown reason, he
opened it and declaned that
e waa ot afald of ghosts.
Thet wasall, Buk it was enou-
izh to-offer a golden opportu-
nil\uln theothieks.

Ay back Later that
mm Iiml.\:u B was -
chood by a'spook”. As e was
jpassing a tamarind tree, atall.
thin Mguere beapt down aml
Ranehesd o ks sk As it hap-
penved, this apparition had
smeared black ink all over jt-
self, possibly at the suggestion
of samecneat the meeting.

Trmssimie from Mengali by
opa Mafidar

Chat Room I

Make an Offer
We Can't Refuse

Aprogios ‘How to Up Your The: Ap-
peal’ by Sugata GhoshiJan 13),
s surprising that our coonamy
Ismlullml:h.ul e L
bl Ly iy pol icymakoers, b

clhuding RBL The main causeof
allowing growth has boen poor

demand for products i servi-
oo i the wike o persistent weak-
eningol purchasing power ol

poople belanging to the middle
and lower middle classes, who

contribute significantly in boost.
g private consumpt ltmay
Lo el thit vt consuimge
tian necounts for more than 60%
of our GDF and cannot be ignoe
o by the policymakers for much
longer: Gol needs to framecon-
rmlomc\mmmlnII)nhml;,wmr

“partygate’ — where the general pu getaway with their plunderi

liewore made (o iselateduring Covid T uuwl.ulntlum'u-nmnIIw vl
while he made merry — or the ws oy oversight that should come
political leaders commission vanity  froma watchful voting public, and

projects, o wewill
potholed roads. n-:nul n thcﬂmruutlm: withmoreal
n Dedhl, o gov power, and a defanged lon of de-
abletoelean thevenerable Yamunn, — mis Slection senson will serve

In a viral visdeo afew months ago, o
vt Tk b stoak thi
foatingche foam for shampaoo
and was seen washing her halr wiih

as entertainment at best.

T et ks ek el o Atrarle
i commaunticarions and stakvholder auedits

ng et
u(ﬂwum:unmslmoulmw
my experience more headwinds
intimes tocome.

Mihésh Nataii

Ircdore
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How, not why MSP

Inademocracy, governments will intervene in agri markets with price distorting mechanisms that
favour consumers. This needs to be balanced by assured price supporting mechanism for farmers

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While the majority of Americans still support capital punishment, for the firse
time most young Americans oppose it — with support falling sli
young Republicans too. That should give heart tw abolitio
and globally" = THE GUARDIAN

Growing
together

Claims about rising inequality over-estimate
income share of the richest, don't account
for drastic reduction in poverty

BY KaviTa KURUGANTI,
KIRAN VISSA AND
YOGENDRA YADAV

ITIS DISI'\I"POIN'I'JNGI:E seca :Ilsnngulslu:d

a"folly”. And that too at a time when a farmer
leader is on a fast unto death in support of
this demand. No doubt, Farmers and activists
can commit follies. But so can economists,
especially when driven by an idi L
In arguing against the demand for legal
uarantee for MSF, Ashok Gulati (It would
beafolly', IE, January 10) acknowledges that
farmers deserve better prices and that they
don’t get the MSP announced by the govern-
ment, but vehemently opposes legal guar-
e on for it distort agri-
cultural markets and would not be “in line
with the liberalisation of the economy™. Dvrr

thee last few years, manyc
economists have revised their scl:pnc:sm
about the demand for MSP entitlement,
shifting the debate from why to how, The
farmers' movement too has nuanced its de-
mand to meet initial objections. It is, there-
fiore, particularty disappointing that Gulati

MSPwitha universal state pro-
curement or for a legally punitive ban on
tracke below the MSP. Both these strawmen
are easy

bie, the latter is counter-productive. Hl: does
not buthn tonotice that these two carly for-

has refused to move with the times.

There is a national hypocrisy on this is-
s Everyone lowves MSF as long as it is not
implemented. No one argues that the gov-

price” or that it must not *support” farmers
in realising this price. The trouble begins
‘when farmers start expecting — worse, de-
manding — that this promise be made real,
‘when a concrete proposal for assured reali-
sationof this promissory note is put forward.

Gulati reflects the same moral ambiva-
lence. He does not question the idea of an
MSP — though he hints MSP may have be-

"

lks abaut

i i have given way to
mare sophisticated mechanisms for the as-
sured realisation of MSE In our article last
week(‘MSP guarantee is feasible’, [E, January
Tl we had proposed a bouguet of four inter-
related policies to ensure that every farmer
can realise at least the MSE First, the govern-
ment should widen the food basket in the
Public Distribution System and expand its
current levels of procurement at MSP
Second, there should be a well-funded and
carefully-targeted ma:l:cr mN:rw:nnon
scheme pric below
the MSP. Third, the import-export policy
should be tweaked to ensure that it is not

ways to make it more “effective”. At the
same time, he offers no concrete solution
other than m:anng a price stabilisation Fum:l
for pul: Fm.a
of pricedi of
the thee tobe
his solution. He wants an end to the “inher-
ent consumer Ixas inthe agrl pncr: pollcy

price 1g for domestic markets.
Finally, |!a|l Ilu:sc mieasures fail toyield MSP
(as would be the case in many crops, given
the needs of poor consumers ), the govern-
ment should be legally mandated to com-
pensate farmers by way of the Price Deficit
Payment for the difference.

Gulati does not engage with this pro-
posal, or a bL‘[tI:‘l formulation that he
knows, ini fis only response is to

that policic
penalise the farmers. But the eminent w\r
fessor doesn't seem to know what an ordi-
nary farmer activist knows: Ina poor coun-
try with electoral democracy, _no
an afford to allow
to go up. While the government will be
happy to use his expertise to avoid robust
|n|:|:rw:||nun o :mplclm:nt MSP, tchy would

tional trade against ralmcrs, as thcy have
dD

the price deficiency payment, which he re-
jects as a legally-mandated M5Pwould im-
pede price discovery and promote collu-
sion. Here again, he uses a convenient,
weaker opponent in the failed “Bhavantar”
experiment  in Madhya Pradesh.
Unfortunately, Harish Damodaran’s other-
wise persuasive advocacy of MSP(*Add a
new layer to MSP: PDI IE, January 10) also
relies on the MP model where the farmer

e for 5o, this
i bias of the g
wﬂl have to be counter-balanced with an as-
sured price support mechanism for farm-
ers. That is legally guaranteed MSP, Thas, the
drmand is not a plea for cnmpasslun "as
itis

social o

farmers. Hamlgtut.dlcd its partof the con-
tract, now the state wants to abrogate it,
leaving the farmers to face climate change
and unfair global competition,

Gulati conflates the demand for assured

gets © based on the receipt
from the trader. This can lead to collusion
between farmers and traders. We had sug-
gested a different modality, drawing upon
Haryana's Bhavantar scheme for bajra, that
does not ask farmers for a receipt of sale
(Yadav wrote an artiche on Haryana's Price
Deficiency Payment Scheme in The Print,
November 3, 2021} Farmers can be com-
pensated on a pro-rata basis, depending
upon official data on area sown, average
productivity in the locality and the average
price deficit. Gulati chooses not to engage

Strangely, Gulati chooses the
example of rapid recent
growth in fishery, meat,
poultry, milk and horticulture
to prove that ‘market-hased
systems have performed
much better than the
government-controlled MSP
regime’, This fast growth isa
result of changing consumer
preferences or opening up of
export markets, that has
nothing to do with having or
not having MSP. Between
201112 and 2022-23, the
cumulative growth of MSP
crops mustard (82 per cent)
and green gram (113 per cent)
outdoes horticulture crops
(51 per cent) .md milk (78 per
cent). Besides, the ple of

© R Sasikumar

with this more robust counter-proposal,
Strangely, Gulati chooses the example of
rapid recent growth in fishery, meat, poul-
‘try, milk and horticulture to prove that “mar-
ket-based systems have performed much

RaM SINGH

75 percent of thei
i i For oy

i contrast, estimab
smaller than their actual income, which is
augmented by welfare transfers, Correcting
far
the inequality estimates,

Amajor determinant of inequality is the
rate of returmn on capital vis-a-vis the GDP

INCLUSIVE GROWTH IS critical for us to be-
oome adnclnpcd nation by 204? .’\ Irading

indicator

is higher, the
national income share of capital owners
risesover time, [tworsens inecuality, as cap-
ital tends tobe owned by a relatively small
group. Cnnw:rsc]y when the economy's

pyramid Another is the directs

lghuﬂlanl:lwpusﬂaxm—

in income inequality. Apart from being a

,_' , an increasing share of na-
tional income £0es o labour. This recluces
inequality,

determines the composition of aggregate
demand and hence, the allocation of re-
sources o different production processes,
which, in turn, will affect the pace towards
Viksit Bharat.

Taking the average CM inflation during
the last decades as 5.5 per cent, the average
malmv:olmmunmmlnlcsﬂunlpn
oent. Duri last five years,
average real Jcnclmg fates, an indicatorof the

have been less

The only direct source of in

aboutin

than 4.0 per cent. In contrast, the average

based PRICE ICE3G0 data. It in-
come ineguality has decreased in recent
years, and the middle class has expanded.
However, headlines claim that income
inequality is rising. Most such claims focus
on the income shares of the richest 1 per
cent, as estimated by the World Inequality
Lab {WIL)L thtIL' atu:nnun is paid to its

MsP

better o

nature and li

regime”.
ing consumer preferences or opening up or
export markets, that has nothing to do with

The WIL
income households are based on a source
that takes income to be less than expendi-
ture for as many as 80 per cent of Indian

GO percent,

The cost ofequity is another good progy
for return expectation from capital.
According to a 2024 report of NSE and EY,
India Inc’s average cost of equity is 142 per
cent. Adjusting this for risk, inflation, and
taxes, the expected returns are bess rihan

S0, the maci of

clusive growth.

Of course, some companies, especially
in the small- and mid-cap segments and
start-ups, have delivered returns well above

hmngmmthawngMSP Between 2011-12
hof MSP

andmz 23, thee B Asan i bl l

peroent ofusing i hich  than 14 per cont of Indian families through
cu percent iculture crops (51 cent spend i
per cent)and milk {78 per cent). Besides, the more than they eam — the i income of the Yetanother testimany of coonomic dy-
example of milk illustrates that such a bottom Elpcrcmn The ism i i i ited wealth
growth need not trickle down to growth in ot is not the primary of individ-
incomae for inall kinds of market: inc ual incomes. Sixty per cent of the top-in-
that it needs state intervention. 10f the | come reporters are not from the wealthi-

Gulati also alludes bo *several cost esti- ' shares, estfamilies. Indi

rnan:s bcmgﬂnm:dby snmcactmstj but
o priovi, We have

timate we offered last week (to include all
20 crops covered by MSF, except sugarcane,
jute and copra for which independent
mechanisms exist, and to correct for one
computational error for mustard ) based on
state-wise, crop-wise calculation of price
deficit for 2022-23, As per this calculation,
the upper limit of government expenditure
for guaranteed MSP price deficit payment
that year would have been Rs 26,565 crore
(0.6 per cent of budget and 001 per cent of
GDP) going by present MSP or Rs 168,227
crore (4.26 per cent of budget and 0.62 per
cent of GDP) if we go by the revised MSP
(C2+50 per cent)demanded by the farmers.
If the public sector banks could afford o
write off Rs .08 lakh crore of debts and the
government could waive Rs 1.09 lakh crore
dwrpwan: taxes in the same )n:ar[mz
23 why about:
ers who feed the country?

Since Gulati seems to agree that MSP
should be made “effective”, would he like to

st for that? Or

S5till, WIL estimates show that the na-
tional income share of the bottom 50 per
cent rose from 13.9 per cent in 2017 to 15
percent in 2022, whereas the share of the
top 10 per cent fell from 58.8 to 57.7. The
national income shares of the top 1 per
cent are estimated to have been rising
since 1991, Since 2014, however, the rate
ofincrease has added up toa litte over one
pereentage point.

Additionally, top income estimates by
‘WL and PRICE ignore two factors — reduc-

Al . . vy
provements in tax admmlstlatlm Part of

the largest
number of first- gcm:mt:nn hillionaires
who owe their rise to the booming
start-up ecosysten,

V Anantha Mageswaran, Chicf
Economic Advisor, is spot-on in emphasis-
ing poverty reduction as the Etmus test of
inclusive growth, The NS50's Household
Consumption and Expenditure Surveys
2023 and 2024 show that consumption
growth during 2011-12 and 2023-24 has
almost cradicated extreme poverty. Since
2011-12, consumption inequality has also
come down, The food basket has become
healthier as shares of milk products, fish
and meat, and fresh fruits have increased,
These strik-

mieting from El}_’}pcrcrnt inthe 197|Jslu a0
per cent now, a phenomenon described as
the Laffer Curve. Moreover, better tax ad-
ministration accounts for at least a 25-ba-
sis-point rise in the top incomes since 2004,

Further, the extent of incquality is exag-
gerated, as WL and PRICE estimates ignome

ing for tlu: bottom 20 per cent of howse-
heolds, even if we ignore the food iterms re-
oeived free of cost. The proportion of rural
households consuming fresh fruits rose
from G3.8 per cent in 2011-12 to over 90
percent in 2023, The proportion of the
pmn‘st 20 per cent households with vehi-

tax paid by high-income groups, For in-
stance, inrh- year 2024, the top

sugge:
is his opposition due to the unease of a die-

milk illustrates that such a
growth need not trickle down
to growth in income for
farmers in all kinds of
markets — that it needs
state intervention.

hard free

Kurugmntiis co-convenar of Ailiance for
Sustinable & Holistic Agriculture [ASHA),
Vissa is co-founder of Bythu Swarajya Vedikn,
a farmers” organismtion in Telangna and AR
and Yoav is member, Swara) Indio, and

12 to 40 per cent in 2
These gains by the traditionally disad-

16 percentin 2011
3,

1 percentaotii ounted
for 17.5 per cent of reported income, but
their contribution to total tax paid was 42
percent. Ifwe consider all taxpayers, the top
1 per cent accounted for 49 per cent of re-
ported income but 72,77 per cent of the to-
tal tax paic.

Simply put, the actual post-tax dispos-

of Bharat Jodo Alhiyamn

As if words were arrows

There is a new genre called Hurt Sentiment Literature

SUMANA ROy

“PROFESSOR, YOU SHOULD perhaps put a
trigger warning at the head of the Draupadi
story for the next dass.” a student whispers
|mmy|:ars.lthal|khcr thuughldm\lum

whatto

alsoa of what1 as
“about™ culbture, To put a “TW before a liter-

mients”, Maik had apparently called the tem-
ple; pnﬁLsnfShmc Sunsthan Gokarn Partagali

ary text

s not activism. “To him, his society assumes a
parental status, his reaction to it is almost fil-
ial, veering between affection and gratitude
on the one hand and resentment and rebel-
lion on the other.” Though the artist K G

the smdl:nt and | had first read
Dievi's story in Bangla; her classmates were
reading it in Gayatri Ch Spivak's

perpetr

forwhat they " As | read
are to expect, and, though onky this repart, 1
gentially to the idea of genre, it is actually a i i a

. : -, Why by 1
I:Iungmmml:musm “Iwill  tered i the anommous

not because it is about this.”

English translation, where much of the vio-
lence, the coarseness and :Drrnslvt:chmann

More than the bewilderment with this
idea of an antiseptic life, this reom with cur-
tainsth

writers — of these songs t.hal call Krishna a

writes this toexplain the rela-
tionship betwoen “tradition” and the “creative
individual™ in The Living Trodition, | think it is

i “Hurt

thief? “TA"
readers for the viotence in the Mahabharata?

" Reader: “Most v

P

quially im-
pressive gains on the educational front — the
increases in the gross enmolment ratio are
the highest for SC and ST students, While
there is little room for complacency, Indian
growth is inclusive on most counts.

The writer is director, Delhi School of
[Economics, Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ARBITRARY UGC

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Sarkar &
Campus' (IE, January 13), The draft UGC
Regulations 2025 which allows senior in-
dustry excperts and public administrators

MANUFACTURED ROW

THIS REFERS TO the report, “Anthem

n:lwimmsiﬁcsin TN as Ravi slams Ch

“arrogance™ [IE, January 13). Tamil

MNadu Gow:mul R N Ravi leaving
he

toapply for aVC's post i

tempt toerode the autonomey of univer-
sities. \'\flmmlm:dquahhcauunlurthc
calibre and emi e ol ex-

without t by on
account of the national anthem not
bl:mg played at the beginning of the

pert, this is an arbitrary step that could
have grave consequences, Vs appointed
tay the Centre would not inspire confi-
dl:nn:_ The excellence of this sector

s of politicking. There is
no nation-wide practice. In Magaland,
the anthem was sung for the first time
im the Assembly in 2021, two years
into Ravi's governorship. So why is
o ot

wrangles.
Ravi Mathur, Nodda

befree

of Dopedi Meg| tllff L It's “Literature” derives from “littera”, meaning such ] 5 ,.

i mparts  weane It buth dlaram:rs in the alphabet and wnl:tm asthe rmutlonal prDcImtlcsda pmpll: or SEXISM AT WORK
detailing such crimes on women in India i T.hi: latter quitcobvi-  their hetypesarc THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Mo, Mr
‘come ko us — not a single report comes with hy I i fpet-  characteristics tJlat unite them into a culture Subrahmanyan’ (1E, January I3). LET
a"TW™(Trigger Warmning), of course. Yy i iver, The i mnrla'l chairman’

Trigger warnings are an unexpected way — tings 'I1|s:n:‘ SAME af’ DMAofthe  senseofgroup Ly, hours a week is a stark reminder of the

{ iencing li instituti name for trigger ctwhetherto  that group identity feel cultur- need for aparadigm shift in corporate at-
alised reader-response criticism. tisnothard — culture such as academia or ishi itis  situpandwril oF i i i = titucdes. Just look at the implicit sexismin
to understand the culture of protectionism “hurt sentiments”. While the unit of “trigger ¢ sk It that there only two p Mr hjects Tim-

that has given birth to such necessities, Ilalt

warning” is the individual, that for *hurt sen-
timents” is usually a group. Lile examiners,

per-c
I'm not the first person to say this - students
inmy class, while discussing Dew's story, point
itout themsehes: A woman like Draupadi
wouldn't have access to a world with beep
alerts that wam her of the vielence of men in

they pick and, usually

is the reason why all terature is activism —itl
makes us act, the mot word for “activism”, the
wayl(rlslma.‘ Arjuna to action,

bilities that remiain: That publishers use a
HSI‘[Hun Scnnmmt Proof) mark on books,
film censor boards:

resort bo the maost childish of inter-

That i ~itmakes

ar we have a new genre called Hurt

Literature, where we goto a

pretation — I:stalctylazmm oftheliteral —  us move, the reason for the an
“hurt”, asif ' by " Thisis
mdl:lwydanboards the same qun:snnn that the rasa theorists
Was e atCanacona what isthe difference

the Goan writer Datta  between emaotion and art-emotion, msa?

awnrld that i afone's unpre-

0 Em m

Damm:lar Nailk iw “hurting religious senti-

[ EE m

But the Hurt Sentiments Reader's respanse

F to get hurt, like we go to the
thriller, to sweat in our armpits.

Ry, a poet and writer, is associate professor at
Ashokn University, Views are personol

epaperindianexpressicom [l

mentabout staring at ane's wifel Women

often bear the disproportionate burden

of houschold responsibilities even when
he

LR Murmu, New Delhi

A GREAT DISSERVICE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'An ill-
Judged speech’ {IE, January 13]. Justice
Shekhar Yadav's speech deserves con-
demnation from all sections of society.
The office of a judge is one of reticence,
‘which has tobe practiced both inside and
outsicle the court. judges have to be cau-
tious of the platforms they appear on.
Their speeches have to be carefully
cral'ltd Polarising remarks must be

their office is bound by

pubilic trust, Spreading hatred between

Curpuran: leaders should n:mynsc and
respect the time and energy by
wormen in family roles,

Sanlar Paul, Nadia

o
the judiciary and to the nation at large.
Nupur Sharma, Chiziabod

[ .. . chandigarh [
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What is the Genome Indla project? Why does it matter?

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

THE DEPARTMENT of Bict

fior sharing its human genome dataser, se-
gquenced under the Genome India project,

recently
announced a new platform and framework

to, This manual, known as the genome, is
made of ewisted paired strands of deoyri-
bonucleic ackd, commonly known as DA
Each strand of DNA comprises four chem-
ical units, or bases, denoted by the letters
ACG, and T, Just like the order of letters de-
termines the meaning of a word, the order
uF IMEL‘ hamﬁ determines the meaning of

Comiprising 10,000 genome
healthy individuals from 99 ethnic popula-
tions in the country, this dataset has helped
create a baseline map of India’s genetic di-
versity, The second phase of the project will
see researchers sequence genomes of peo-
ple with specific diseases,

What is

sequenced?
Every individual inherits from their par-

ents an instruction manual that decides how
their body develops and functions — from
thmrl\eu;htandthnmlun of their hair, tothe

y inherit or, i d

w5 il

the DNA Various
combinations of these bases — there are
around three billion pairs in the complete
human geneme — thus determine the
ol each individual
i .

ique genetic
Sequencing simply r
the exact order of the bases in a strand of
DIMA, To dio this, researchers first extract ge-
netic information from bood — virtually
every single cell in the body comtains acom-
plete copy of one's genome. But handling the
entire genome is difficult.
Researchers thus cut the genome wp into
smaller pieces, tag these pheces, and decode
these smaller chunks of genetic material.

HOW THE UNITED STATES' NEW

Al-CHIPRULE

THE US government on Monday said it
il issue a new regulation to regulate the
Neww of the most sophisticated LS-de-
signed Artificial Intelligence chips and

WILL WORK

limit on the number of HI00 chips ina
country, Companies like Amazon Web
Services or Microsoft's Azure cloud wnit
that meet the requirements for special

technology to other countries, authorisations — also known as
“Universal Verified End User” status — are
Which chips will be restricted? exempt from the caps,

T e will restrict the export of chips
knowwn as graphics processing units
(GPUs), These are specialised processors
nr'\gina]ly created to mleram graphics

Butl appli-
callr.lni the ability of GPUs — such as those
built by US-hased industry leader Nvidia
— b precess different pieces of data simul-
taneously, has made them valuable for
training and running Al maodels,

For example, Opendl's ChaitGPT is
trained and improved on tens of thou-

Natiznal authorisations also are avail-
abde to companies headguartened inany
destination that is not a “country of con-
cemn”, Those with national Verified End
User status have caps of roughly 320,000
advanced GPUs over the next two years,

“The country caps are specifically de-
signed o encourage companies 1o se-
cure Verified End User status,” Kaushik
said, providing greater visibility to US
authorities about who is using them,
and helping to prevent GPUs from be-

sands of GPUs, The number of GPUs  ing smuggled into China,

needed for an Al model depends on how

advanced the GPU is, how much datais  Which places can get unlimited Al
being used to train the model, the sizeol — chips?

th itself, and the ti he devel i destinati ane exempt

operwants to spend training it,

What is the new regulation?

To controd ghobal access m Al the LS is
expanding restrictions on advanced GFUs
used to train advanced Al models,

'I‘MllrruLsm GPUs for most coundries

From country caps on advanced GPUs, ac-
cording toa senior administration official.

Those are Australia, Belgium, Britain,
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, [reland, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands, Mew Zealand, Norway,
South Korea, Spain, Sweden and Taiwan

ule are set by c plus the United States,
to account for differences in individual
chips. Total processing performance (TPF)  What is being done with “model
is ametric used to measure the computa- — wel

tional power of achip. Under the regula-
tion, countries with caps on compute
power are restricted toa total of 790 mil-
Jiom TPP through 2027,

The cap translates into the equivalent
of nearky 50,000 H100 Nvidia GPUs, ac-

Another item being controlled by the
U5 is kenowwn as “model weights®, Al mod-
els are trained to produce meaningful
material by being fed large quantities of
data, At the same time, algorithms eval-
vate the outputs toimpoove the model's

cording to Divyansh Kaushik, an Alexpert — performance.
at Beacon CGlobal Strategies, a Thnalgmlmm;adjun numerralpa
Washi based advisory fiem, weigh f certain

“Fifty thousand H100s is an enormious
amount of power — enough o fuel cut-
ting-edge research, run entire Al compa-
nies or support the most demanding Al
applications on the planet,” he said.

But the caps do not reflect the true

IAS

() Drishti 1AS B)

operations more than others o better
complete tasks. Those parameters are
el veights, The rule sets security stan-
dards to protect the weights of advanced
“chesed-weight”, or non-public, models,
REUTERS

GS Foundation Course

Thisi

tant o first identify the gences that bead o cer-

o the Arya Viysya community of Soasth India

wau'h:l be dﬂ'lem type; of Cancers, chronic

the tags to create a whole genome, tain diseases, lack ammmg:m.-th.u precludes them Tmm wrolog-
o O the 13 !III“!DH genetic variations  properly processing comman ical or diseases, and cer-
‘What G Indi 17 Why 10,000 which can even have Gatal effects on them. tal atians,
isitimportant? 50 far, some seven million were not found in l‘he dm produced by the project, how-
With some 4,600 distinct populations  other global databases, A uniquely Indian What will the second phase of the ever, will not be universally available for the
spread across the country, India s genetically — dataset may thus help identify specific ge-  project entail? How will the data be time being, “We have tobe very careful how
very diverse, The Genome India project, ap-  neticvariati wl in Incliar ations,  shared? wee share this highly sensitive data. The data
proved in 2020, aims to capture this diver- W This may ferther help scientists identify The second phase will involve sequencing — will only be available to research instiutes
sity, Researchers from 20 scien- the frequency at which certain genomes of people with specific dﬁea.ﬁcs that partrer with us for the study," Dr Suchita
tific institutions have come EXPLAl NED gcmucvammm whichare This cherstocol Minawe, senior scientist from the
together o sequence 10,000 appear with healthy ones, and help szanmznl nFBlntndmnlugy said.
Eenomes under the project — in the population, and thus  th ify genes that cause or i ity of the data, it

the Department of
Biotechnobogy aims to eventu-
ally sequence up to a million genomes,
This can be helpful in a number of ways,
Wl can helpidentify genetic hasis orrisk
Factors forvarious diseases, which can in turn
e used o develop targeted therapies and
diagnostic tests. Newer therapies for several
diseases work by modifying, deleting, or
adding certain genes, which makes itimpor-

HARISH DAMODARAN

AMID SHORTAGES of di-ammonium phos-
phate { DAP) and a general lack of invest-
ments in manufacturing, the urea industry
has seen significant installation of new pro-
duction capacities and progress towards
achieving the government's goal of atma
nirbfarte self-reliance .

Between 2011-12 and 2023-24 (April-
March), India’s domestic urea production has
risen from 22 million tonnes{mt) o 31.4mt,
asimports have Gallen from 7.8 mit o 7 mtaf-
ter peaking at more than 9.8 me in 2020-21
The current fiscal has so far seen a further
F.7% drop inimports (Table 1), which could
end upbelow 5 me — the lowest since thed.7
mi af 2006-07.

Greenfield projects

The increase in output is mainky due bo
i newr plants — three of Hindustan Urvarak
B Rasayan Ltd (HURL), and one each of
Chambal Fertilisers & Chemicals, Matix
Fertilisers & Chemicals and Ramagundam
Fertilizers & Chemicals Lvd (RFCL)

These plants, which run on natural gas,
together produced 7.55 mtofureain 2023-
24 (Table 2]. Three of them — Matix,
Chambal, and HURL-Gorakhpur — pro-
duced beyond their rated capacities in
2023-24, The new plants are located in the
“new Green Revolution” areas of eastern
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Telangana.

“Wie have a 206 market share in Eastern
India. Besides being the sole urea producer
in West Bengal, we also supply to Bihar,
Jharkhand, Oclisha, Assam, and Tripura,”
Mishant Kanodia, chairman of Matix
Fertilisers, said. The company's plant at
Panagarh, near Durgapur, was the country's
ligzest single-unit and most energy-efficient
urea manufacturer in 2023-24,

Aseventh 1.27-mit urea plant,

recognise how comman a dis-

ease might be. For example, the
MYBPCE mutation known o bead o cardiac
arrest at a young age is fowund in 5% of the
Indlian pnpulalm bt s rare ghhal)y

aperson to certain diseases, Researchers may
sy be able tostudy the genetic changes that
ocour when semeone is affliceed with a cer-
rain disease.

The team is currently in disoussion with

will also be double blinded. Samples se-

guenced by a partner institute will be en-

coded before being uploaded to the central

database, and them enmded r.mce agam
hen shared hers,

ise thl.- data will

Scientists wishing o

atabase can lemtify  experts to identify the diseases for which
resistance-indicating variations — the genes  genc and the num-
{or lack thereof 1T berofy Iy

icines or anaesthetics ineffective in certain
populations, For instance, people belonging

each disease to produce meaningful results,
Among diseases most lilkely o be included

The urea success story

As many as six new plants —with a seventh in the pipeline — have been commissioned at a cost of more
than Rs 60,000 crore since 2019. All of these plants are in the ‘new Green Revolution’ states

| TABLE! |
UREA:PRODUCTIONYVS IMPORTS

| Production | Imports Production | Imports
0112 | 21992 7834 2019-20 24455 an
2012-13 | 22587 BO.A4 2020-21 24603 98,26
W3- | 22019 TO.B8 2021-22 250076 91,36
2014-15 | 22593 749 2022-23 28495 75.80
01516 | 244.61 B 2023-24 3409 042
2016-17 | 242.m 5481 Apr-Nov'23 | 20884 4765
017-18 | 24026 59.75 Apr-Nov'24 | 20507 3255
2018-19 | 23899 T8 Souige: The Fertiliser Asoctatlon of fadia

RECENTLYCOMMISSIONEDUREA PLANTS  (inthousand tonnes)

(inlakhtonnes)

West Bengal: Gorakdy

Company Plant/Location | Start Date | Capacity | Production
Chambal Fertilisers | Gadepan-lll Jan2019 | 1270.5 13842
RFCL Ramagundam Mar2021 | 12705 L1145
Matix Fertilisers Panagarh Sept2021 } 1,270.5 14987
HURL Gorakhpur Apr2022 | 12705 | 13501
HURL Barauni Ocr 2022 } 1270.5 10572
HURL Sinedri Now2022 | 12705 11438
Mege: Capacity ond i 202324 Gadepan i i R
ssthan okl Telrgar i 1 s

Db, ekt

Towpsese [ Denmark ), and urea from Saipem
{Italy) or Teyo Engineering {Japan] the
Talcher project will use coal as fi

The landed price of imported urea in
India, based on the last tender of National
£l (NFL), the largest wnt-

“The coal is from the Talcher mines. C-'M"!I
its high ash content, there is provision for
hlending it up o 255 with petroleum coke
sourced from Indian Oil Corporation’s

this project, as the feedstock is substantially
indigenous | pet-coke is a byproduct of do-
mestic refineries, though they process im-
ported crude oil) and based ona Arst-of-its
kind technology in lndia (coal gasification),"
anindustry source told The Indian Express,
The hemp sum turnkey contract for the
Talcher plant's coal gasification and ammao-
nia-urea pad:agas has been awarded to
China,

inTalcherin Oclisha's Angul district atan es-
timated cost of Rs 17,080,690 crore, is about
two-thirds complete, Unlike the six gas-

L 8750187501

hased units producing ammaonia with tech-
nelogy licensed from KBR (US) or Haldor

Make versus Buy

A basic question with regard to the new
plants iswhether the investment — Rs 61575
crewe including Talcher — is worth it

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION]

owmed urea manufacturer, is $370-403 per
ronne, Matural gas is being delivered 1o do-
mestic urea plants at an average uniform
" pocled” price of $14.35 per mmBtu {million
metric British thermal units) in terms of
gross calorific value, which is $15.9 [ L108
rimes)on anet calorific value basis,

Taking an energy consumption of 5 gi-
gacalorie (GCal)/ tonne and 0.25 GCal per

tu, the feedstock cost alone in the urea
manufactured by the new plants comes bo
8318 per tonne at $15.9/mmBru,

Adding a $175 fixed cost —which green-
field projects are entitled to for a period of
eight years (supposedly to cover all other
charges, including interest, depreciation,
overheads and profits) — takes the total o
$493 per onne,

It is, thus, cheaper today o "buy” [ import |
than “make" | produce) urea at home,

and col-
laborate  with  the Department  of
Biotechnology. Their research will be funded
by the government,

-l

However, the $15.9/ mmBtu delivered
cost of gas is only around $1262 after exclud-
ing customs duty and other taxes. Netting
out these kevies would bring down the feed-
stock cost in domestic urea to $252, and the
total to $427 per tonne.

Also, the imported bulk urea arriving in
wvessels has to be discharged at the port, be-
fore bagging and reloading for dispatch to
the consUMption centres,

Moving this urea to the northern and
eastern hinterdands —which are farther away
from the ports than from where the new
plants are located — would involve an addi-
tienal cost of $30-35/ tonme owards steve-
doring, bagging, differential transport and
interest expenses, That further narmows the
gap between “buy™ and "make",

In adelition, there are the benefits of cre-

navmic activity from Make-in-India, as com-
pared to “Import-into-India”,

How much to make

With seven terminals for handling im-

ported liguefied natural gas (LNG) and
Tisser £ thy V.

the economics of make-versus-buy urea has

undergone a change in the last decade,

The LNG terminals at Mundra, Dahej
and Hazira{Gujarat], Dabhol (Maharashira),
Kochi | Kerala), Ennore [Tamil Nadu), and
Dhamra [Odisha), and the pipelines net-
work have made it easier to import and
transport gas, instead of urea, tothe hinter-
Land. Import of urea now makes more sense
for feeding the western and southern mar-
kets closer to the ports.

This alkows for a different atma nirbhar
urea strategy of “making” more in Northern
anid Eastern India, while exploring greater
“puy” options for Peninsular india, This could
be combined with shutting down some of
the older energy-inefficient plamts, and curb-
ing urea consumption.

Between 2011-12 and 2023-24, India's
consumption of wea has gone up from 20,6
mt to 35.8 mt, while the increase for DAP
(102 vt tox 108 mt) and complex fertilisers
(104 mt to 1.0 vt} has not been much,

The unbalanced consumption growth
has been driven by farmgate prices of urea
being frozen at Rs 5,360 per tonne [without
neem-coating) since November 2012,

A more rational pricing would promeote
Judicious application of urea by farmers and,
in turn, reduce the unsustainable pressure
onboth " making” and “buying” the nitroge-
nemss Fertiliser,

Animal welfare people s safety:issues in use of elephants in ceremonies

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI. JANUARY 13

A DISTURBED male elephant in his late 40s
ran amaok and injured 24 people at an an-
nual feast celebrated at a mosque in
Malappuram district in Kerala lastweek,
Less than three weeks previously, the
Supreme Court hac put on hold restrictions
imposed by the Kerala High Court on the use
of elephants intemple festivals [or other ira-
ditional cm!mml:sl In Novemnber 2024, lhl:
HC
Dnthe’\rmnnln:uluplnllanm cd'thmlnl-

B
mentin inthe [protection alammal rights, or-
dered that a captive elephant ina temple or
festival should be kept at a distance of at
least 3 metres from another elephant, 5m
from flaming torches, 8 m from the public
and percussion displays, and 100 m from
fireworks | Re: Captive ants).

These restrictions were challenged by

at which captive elephants were paraced,
Aok Hisarwala Gupta, founder of the
Centre for Research on Animal Rights, and
Trustee of Federation of Indian Animal
Frotection Organisations {FIAPO), which
represents more than 200 Indian animal
protection bodies, said the 20012 Rules were
“routinely violated”,
"0 January 5 (2025, for mnpll.- !!vl'
i

the Thiruvambady and F avu
devaswoms, which organise the iconic an-
mual Thrissur Pooram, the largest religious
ceremony in Kerala, saying they were “im-
practicable”,

The top court agreed with the petition-

mals i

Tw‘enry—[nul captive elephants died in
Kerala in 2024; a total 154 elephants have
died in captivity in the state since 2019, On
the other hand, these domestic elephants
killed 196 people, mostly at festivals, in
Kerala between 2011 and 2023,

What the courts said
The HC, which initiated s moru pro-

ers that "courts should not get i

ing™, and stayed all directions of the HC that
were contrary to the Kerala Captive
Elephants| Management. and Maintenance)

weere paraded i

phal

elephants under extreme stress, which
could lead to hyperglycemia, suppression
of immune responses, delayed wound-
he\almg and neuronal cell death.
hecon

stress hormones — glucocorticoid metabo-
lites — in 870 dungsamples from 37 captive
elephants and concluded that the concen-
tration was higher in elephants that were
chained and made to work longer hours

ol Thrissur's
lempln. Gupta saic.

What elephants suffer

Fakkath Sreekuttan, the elephant in-
volved in last week's tragedy in
Malappuram, is a highly stressed animal
that injured its keeper and others during a
lemplu festival at I(oynlam:ly in Knzhikode

Rules, 2012 { mbady and
anathery, Linion of inefia).

The 5C also imvoked the principle of vo-
denri nan_ﬂhn}lma {m awlllln‘g person, in-
Juryisnote

20124, He was given a short breals,
but soon reemployed,

A 2019 study by researchers from the
Hyderabad-based Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biokogy (CCMB) found that par-
ticipating inlong religious ceremonies put

than 005 or forest camps,

Captive elephants typically bob and
sway their heads — behaviour that indicates
extreme levels of stress due to noise and
light exposure, overseertion, the strain of
repeatedly kneeling or lifting their trunks,
and the lack of exercise due to long hours
of standing at one spot.

Supply from the wild

In September 2021, hearing a petition
on the ill-treatment of elephants at the
Srirangam temple in Tamil Nadu's
Tiruchirappalli districe, the Madras High
Court ordered that no elephant should be

ananar indianavrnradiiiss BRER R

made captive, except for treatment if it is

faund unable to support itself in the wild

(Rangarajon Narasimhan v, The Chief
Secrevary and Ors),

This was a reiteration of the ban im-

don capturing radde

in 1977, Trading in captive elephants was
banned in 1986. However, people in legal
possession of captive elephants were al-
lowieel 1o gift the animals t anyone capa-
ble of their upkeep, Experts say that h\.\as

Assam said, ln SOME CASES, micrachips
meant o

moved and planted in wild-caught ele-
phants to dress them up as domestic.

The increasing instances of man-ele-
phant conflict are also used to justify send-
ing the animals to temples. “When the
Wildlife Amendment Bill came up in
Parliament fordiscussion a couple of years
apn, several members suggested that prob-
lem elephants shoukd be captured and sent

how m the wikd Wl wmal«.'bnth il and tem-
fieed the dermand from ternples, primarily — pl anpee" an MP from Kerala said
in the southern states, The amendment passed in 2022 beft it i

Breeding elephants in captivity is not
easy since males in musth (heat) tuen vio-
lently aggressive and are usually contained
inisclation, The strategy of letting boose caj
tive females in oestrus in natural forests in
the hope that wild bulls in musth will find

the Centre to frame rules for the transfer of
elephantsforreligious and other™ purposes,

Howwever, the Centre has sought to guard
against minse of microchips by deciding that
DIMA tests will be the only way o detect cap-
tive bloodlines in elephants. The project to

thiem is not very produsctive sither, map the genotypes of all captive elephantsin
“The bulkof the young captive elephants ﬂ!mnwpmﬂndz’?ﬂanlrmls in the first
are still sourcy wild and, inthe ab- 2022,
sence of effective scruting, passed off as cap- I.{)NG.[I!\I'EIISIONON
tive-tred elephants,” a senior forest officer in Indlanexpress.com/explained
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

RBI’S FEWER OPTIONS

Inflation falls, rupee weakens further and growth concerns
rise, narrowing choices before the central bank
FTER BREACHING THE upper theRBI'si [
wark in October, inflation has trended lower in subsequent months. From
621 percent inOctober, retail inflation fﬂ" o 548 percent in Movember and,
as per latest data firom th Office, wr lu_1,22

PraTAP BHANU MEHTA
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‘WoRDLY WISE
PRESERVE AND CHERISH THE PALE BLUE DOT, THE
ONLY HOME WE'VE EVER KNOWN,
— CARL SAGAN

Nothing cyclical about it

India has areal opportunity. But growth slowdown is
asignal of declining confidence in government

THE DOWNWARD REVISION of India's
growth prospects to 6.4 per cent in FY 25,
down from 8.2 per cent, the lowest growth
forecast since the pandemic, should be dom-
ma.ung the ews oycle TI‘I.E nﬂ'nal mspnngu

faster growing economies. This downtum is
l:y:hl:al"ﬂrumhlsed'lmlndmdqtllcal Bur

percent in Decembser, The decline has, in part, been driven ion in
Thuomuumrfmdpnmmdm(lullluﬂ!lpﬂrmmmnemmbm dowvn from 9.04 pul:mt

ial economic discourse, the termm
ql:ln:al isnot an analytical word. It is a word of
euasmn IF thee slowdown were cyclical in a

in Viegetable ir iy ease, falling to 266 per cent in Decmlmr 0 -

The shai uential Fallqugnahlcpnms in January, as some analysts h, out, sense, it woul

is likely rpse.q Ja Ry anlrlpmd But we had to drastically revise

thatinflation i " inli g ctations — this s the last inflation data be- m\-:nnurumprnjmlﬁls suglgis'ls‘tha:
N N iy Y

forethe February poiicy = space for data framework for the conditions under

the central bank to ease policy rates, However, there are other considerations as well,
The rupee continues to fall, On Monday, it crossed the 86 mark against the dollar. The
greenback continues tostrengthen. The dolkar index, which measures its value relative toa

whichwe think the cycle will be up or down,
Second, this downtum comes on the heels
ofawﬂy short upturn. Are our very high

now really going o be that

short? The world is uncertain. Predictionscan
goawry, But most oficial statements, whether

hasket of major ourrencie ing around 110, Recent data p hofthe
LIS labaur market — non-farm payrolls rose by 2, 56.000in Dm:mbur significantly exceed-
ingexpectations. This may fior ratecuts
this year. Thi of monetary policy tight has led to the 10-year US bond
iedd risi 04,78 per cent. Th thncumm:yﬁlllmlylnmnnm COrver
the past i i From $701 bil-
lion on October4, 2024 to $634 billion as on January 3, 2025, While part of the decline could

ion lnsses, this fall provic indication of the central bank's
intervention inthe o tstem pes Stock markets conti or-

rect. On Monday, the BSE Sensesx fell by 1,36 per cent, Foreign ivvestors continue to be sell-
ers. Net imvestments by foreign portfiolio imeestors are at -$2.7 billion up to Janwary 13 On
Monday, Brent crude oil was up 1.7 per cent, touching $81 per barred, amid fresh LIS sanc-
tions on Russian il producers. This could have implications for inflation.

Alongside, concerns over growth are mounting. After the second quarter slump —
GDP growth had slowed down to 5.4 per cent — the RBI lowered its estimate for the full
year o 6.6 per cent, But the first advance estimates released by the NSO have pegged
growth even lower at 6.4 per cent. Nominal GDP is expected to be below 10 per cent for
thie second straight year, Clarity on US tariffs and the stance of the Fed will emerge after
Donald Trump's swearing-in on January 20, and the Fed meeting later in the month,

from the fi ministry or the RE], suggest
that we have very little idea of what
growthyinflation mix to plan for, and what
‘miight dirive that mix, Ferhaps this itself con-
tributes to denting confidence in the
Indian econormy.

But the faith in“cyclical” is a fatalistic eva-
sion. We still have a “monsoon” economy
mindset, Like the seasons, the economy will
correct itsell. Perhaps this is appropriate for
an economy where good rain and modest
agricubture growth in thiscycle have saved us
fromwhat might have atlmrwmu bem a hlg—
gerslump, Capil
tor has been expanding at a snail's pace [nr
close to a decade now. High net warth indi-
wviduals continue to flee India; private con-

ionis virtually stagr =
mant, there is a slump in manufacturing,

Thereafter, the Uni will provide details on the Centre's fisc Inanin- t hold savings are declining the middle
creasingly thechi h TN rising, albeit from a small base: India's cash-

TOO HOT TO HANDLE

Record-breaking temperatures last year should put
environmental agencies on alert. Business as usual won't work
OR MOST OF last year, i} T inclicated that it was go-

ing to be the hottest on record. Last weelk, the European Union's Copernicus
Climate Change Servic that the ape e in 2024 was

rich large companies seem to struggle for in-
vestible projects. Three and a half decades af-
mrh‘bera‘hsmnn Inclia s still massively refiant
onpublic il th

Thisis an

Pa! 1ght
But here is what should be worrying the
EOVernment more. Investors may not say it
apenly out of fearor politeness, But privately,
even amongst those industrialists who will
vote BJF, there is a crisis of confidence in the

It is no secret that growth
has been driven by increases
in government capital
expenditure. But there are
about the nature of
this capital expenditare, It is
dominated by Roads and
ways. In principle, these
are two 11|1purt.m 5. But
there is increasingly a worry
that India is doing its capital
expenditure more
mindlessly, Unlike the
capital expenditure on the
Golden Quadrilateral,
PMGSY or other road
projects, the efficiency and
productivity gains from the
type of projects we are now
funding seem to be far less,
Smaller investments that

can produce greater

w ney gains are being
neplected at the cost of capex
mania, Capex is driven more
by a penchant for spectacular
infrastructure nationalism
than economic sense,

government, This, ironically, often stems
from things the government thinks it is do-
ing wedl, not just Fnum things !t is not doing,

sion that it is at least as flthy if not filthier.
Since the Kumbh Mela i ison, it mlghl be
pertinent to

Here are th are  allydi H progress has
ralking about. beeni plands, But Failure of
Itis that growth has been dri thesest i Fthe credibility crisis of
by increases i ital - Thi edelu-
ture, Mllwmmmmnuabuutthnm— shon, v When not executed well, they signify
I misallocati apital. And they

tanads.deailu.uys Inprinciple, theseare
mmmpnmnllm Eur II‘I.EI'E sirl:rmsmgly

have lowered confidence thae India can ad-
dress bong-standing routine problems that
make it

e meore myindlesshy.
Unlike the capital expenditure on the
Galdm Quactrilateral, PMGSY or nthcr rmd
the effici e

ctive country.
From a regulatery paint of view, the gov-

emment’s four cardinal sins are, first, reneg-

ing on minimum government maximum

from the type of projects we ane now. Tlmdlng
seem o be far less, Smaller imvestments that
can produce greater efficiency gains are be-
ing neglected at the cost of capex mania,
Capex is driven more by a penchant for spec-
tacular infrastructure nationalism than eco-
nomic sense, Second, transition into constnsc-

T this is a complex
Essue, But thereis an almost offensive inser-
sitivity in the finance ministry to concerns
about needless regulatory confusion and
complexity, whetherin taxation or GST. And
defenders of the prime minister will often
blame it on the bureaucrats. This is a bad
mowe, it makes the government look weak

rion labour may hold current

d evasive, Second, the sh T the

labour inindia

isseldol fn

onc . There was al-

of lives and of human capital, So, the govern-

ment’ 5 SUCCESS is al:rually being treated as a

Inclia

son gmmmm capex, there has not been,

smm the Plannmg Commission was abaol-
d,

corruption: The demands of pofitical finance
makee that inevitable. But the reputation for
retail cormeption at the level of ransactions
s back with a vengeance, Third, there is di-
minishing confidence that India’s political

wuorth of

India's capex priorities and the costsit entails,
Second, there is amongst investors talk
of a “governance delusion” in India. While
the government announces new schemes

BCONOY real reform,

emment is quite comfortable with a politi-
cal economy of growth for the top 10 per
cent, combined with gestures of a “welfare
an:lutnctum" for tlm hothom 1ndmn capital

hasm

galore, its spectacular s
as failures, As is often the case in India, the

was pood at distributing one-
off goads; Opening bank accounts, gas and
electricity connections and so forth, But

Finally, and this must be repeated ad nau-
seam, India’s capital concentration and
chamypioning of three or four large players
s sucking out the competition and energy

these sc

PAPET OVET S5~
remic i

ofIndia's pri tor. The fear of any mod-

now littered like tom-up

erately successful ise that it can be
i " to benefit existi i

wehich is what many of them turned out to
be or were meant to be, There was no
scheme for which excitement was greater
than Swachh Bharat, It was an

ers is real. This a conscious choice the gov-
emment has made,
India has a real upportumry Eut the

sa decli -

maoral and mna] Mcv:sﬂty But after the ini-
rial success in

gains of reducing open defecation were re-
duced because of an inability to prevent
weaste discharge into groundwater, Travelling
around India it is hard to avoid the impres-

fidence in the government. Mothing cyclical
about it. Or as the nursery thyme goes,
“Michael ld cycle kkharab ho gayi,”

The writer is contributing editor,
The Inclian Express

1.6 degrees Celsius more than that of the pre-Industrial A per
cent more than the record set in 2023, The blistering heat does not yet mean that the
world has defaulted on the Paris Pact’s threshold — the grim milestone is measured in
decadal averages, and not on the basis of yearly reases, But the forest fires
raging in the LIS are the latest in a series of over 1 frame
the seriousness of the climate crisis, Accordi al INEP]
stock-taking in October last year, if countries do not change course :Ilastlcallgn the world
will see warming of more than 3 degrees Eclslus by the end of the century,

The LINEP stucly esti that d to drop to about 42 per cent of
the 2019 i 10 years o i the Paris Pact thresh-
ol b e A N ¢

ALAKA SAHANI

WHEN WRITER-DIRECTOR PAYAL Kapadia

spective, fall countri meet their current Paris Pact | 2030,

would drop by ondy 10 per cent, The UN report was released abowt a month before the
UMFCCC's CoP* 29 in Baku in Azerbaijan, Yet, the annual climate meet saw very little by way
of creative interventions on ways to reduce emissions, Countries are expected to an-
nounce new cli plans, Nationalky Dy ‘ontriby NDCs, by

k ahead of the theatrical release
ul.v\l'f Wi Imagine As Light in India, she de-
scribed her Grand Pri-winning film as
“chhotu (small ", Motwithstanding the fact
that this"chhotu” film dicl not take home any

the Colden Globe:

the end of February. However, history of clir ylittle
hope that these pledges would be ambitious enough to maintain the sanctity of the 1.5
At Baku, aftera negotiation
bboc of developing countries ohjected o any agreement that would give the UNFCOC
oversight over how the NDCs are framed or implemented.
Met agenciesdonot i

degrees Celsiu the issue

hot as 2024 But policymak-
ers wotild be wrong to read llut asa IESpIh! Scwral natlunal weather bodies, |n|:|uding

lagtweek, ns]num.'ysn larshuul:lsﬂrw L an
P
and craft can al:hn.'w.

The Golden Globes, like other coveted
awards, and film festivals, is meant to cele-
brare such conviction and journeys. The
ﬂ‘mml‘rsr wall:nd away with the Best Actor

Ineia's, reclons their o
tanthy, globally, thaninthe pasnwn
years, The UK's Met Office, in fact, believes that 2025 could be the third hottest year on
record. Ervironmental agencies all over the world have theirwaork cur out.

DJOKOVIC ONCE MORE

Sinner and Alcaraz are tennis's future. But at Australian Open,
it may well be Djokovic who fans are magnetically drawn to

NEW GRAND Drings withit lines, Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal have sailed into the summ leaving Movak Djokovic to fly the
Hag of arguahly men's tennis has seen.
\‘\ﬂmZAGmﬂ Slam titles and the Obympic gold — the only achievement thar

is history — in thchag. Dijoleovic has arrived al his
jor after s myst i the Olyrmipé

). Best Director ( Brady Corbet )
and Best Drama trophies. The epic about a
Jewish architectwho survived the Holocaust
and emigrated to America may have now
emerged as a frone-runner this award sea-
son, but according to Corbet, it did not start
out like that.

In his acceptance speech, Corbet said,
“nobody was asking for a three-and-a-half
howr film about a mid-century designer” as
it was not seen as a bax-office draw, *l was
told that this film was un-distributable, that
na one would come out and see it, that the
film wouldn't work... But | want to wse this
as an opportunity o lift up ilmmakers..,
Films don't exist without the filmmakers,”
e said.

Anciety about bo-office resultsoften de-

ONCE UPON A STORY

Bollywood must let go of the fear that art comes in the way of commerce

In recent times, however,
Hindi cinema has been
strugpling, Remaking South
Inlian films — 2024% last
Hindi release 'Baby John'
was a remake of the
Tamil-language "Theri'
(2016) — or using tropes
from Tamil or Telugu movies
proved to be disastrous,
compromising the identity
as well as freshness of Hindi

cinema. Contrast this with
how Malayalam cinema has
retained its originalivy by
prioritising local stories and
the art of ste wytelling,

terminses the nature of a film, In a Reddit chat,
Kapadia said she made All We Imagine As
Lightin theway she did so she could befree
of the haggage of lhn ma.rlmt She added:

acclaim that movies like Kiran Rao's Logpoeton
Ladies {2023} and Shuchi Talati's Girls Will
Be Girls have received — despite not giving
in to market demands and casting new ac-

“Co-producers, di
do not influence my decision malun,g The
film that I make is authentic and genuine o
" This may not sound pragmatic toa trade
analyst, especially after the astounding
worldwide business done by movies like
Stree 2 (Rs B50 crore) and Pushpa 2
(Rs 1,800 crore |

Fortunately, in cinema, the lure of money
dhoesn't always overposwer the desine for ex-
cellence in artistry, craft and storytelling.
Recognition will continue to be a huge draw
for filmmakers and artistes, That is why, in
spite of enjoying global success for her films
inthe 1990s, Demi Moore was gutted when

tors — by ffice numbers will always be
apricrity,

In recent times, huwmml Hindi cinerna
hasks anling hindian
films — 2024's last Hindi release Baby fohn
wis a remake of the Tamil-language Ther
(2016) — or using tropes from Tamil or
Telugu movies proved to be disastrous,
compromising the identity as well as fresh-
ness of Hindi cinema. Contrast this with
how Malayalam cinema has retained its
originality by pricritising local stories and
the art of storytelling.

Hindi filmmakers need to learn from
them and let go of the fiear that art and ex-

aproducer told her that she was

actress", She assumed that she could do
maovies that were “successful and made alog
of money”, but that she couldn't be acknowd-
edged as a fine performer. “That cormoded me
over time,” said the actor at the Globes, after
she collected her first ever acting award for
The Substance,

The “popcorm” reference pertains to en-
tertaining crowd-pullers — the kind of
maovies that dominate the Indian market.
They are made with commerce in mind and

perim come in the way of com-
merce, Or, for reassurance, replay director
Jon M Cha's speech after receiving the first
Golden Globe Award for Cinematic and Box
Office Achievernent. Chu's Wicked registered
arecord opening of $114 million and fol-
lowed itup by creating several new box office
records. *In a time where pessimism and
cynicism rule the planet, we can still make
art that is a radical act of optimism, that is
empowermsent, that is joy,” said Chu,

serve the star system. the

far,com

hie faibec] to win a tithe, The rivals against whom he built his legacy have stepped aside, He
is at the Australian Open: A venue where the GOAT won 10 titles but the anti-vaxer in
him faced the trauma of detention and eviction, He is up against rivals — Sinner 23, and
Albcaraz, 21 —who are. :Iasm in age o his chll:ln.'n than him, wha have established them-
selves, But the Serb’s istory can never be discounted,
With his success acmss three decades, on all surfaces, Djokovic has established him-

self as the best of the pILluuu: Bur a few away from hns]&dlhlnh-
day, he is now i Jannik Sinner and Carlos Al hy
forces ir er d

that has powered him to success in the paslam:l ||1ahr5t-ad its-kind partnership, even
hired former rival Andy Murray as coach.

Sinnerand Alcaraz are not only tennis's alsoits present. Th the
Majorsin 2024, winning h, Butit may well be Djokovic wy will be mag-
netically drawn to. His tennis may need improvement, his tactics may need changing,
but it is the fieeling and temperament of his game through the formighe that will deter-
mine whether the begend rediscovers his best self, A new challenge — like the one the
youngsters present — may provide him exactly that,

JANUARY 14 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

Rajv AND CONGRESS

COMGRESS-1 PRESIDENT RAJIV Gandhi is in
v minds: whether lu mlam his mother's

Government of India to “immediately” re-
tumits patml hoat and Crew, wludl were
captur ter

byﬂm lndhm Coast Gual\ds The Sri Lankan

Jatoi said that there was noquestion of the
Pakistan People's Party { PPP) taking part in
the partyless polls which, he felt, would
haslen thie end of the military regime, Khan

hq;hy ional  demand laim that the ves- i polls reduce
permit a limi ic sl om the jurisdiction of the  Zia's credibility.

Funmnnmg ar dllfumm levels with greater  Indian authorities as it belonged o the Sri

arc ussions  Lankan navy,

|l.\adL‘I'i Gandhi
o have expressed his desire to hear about a
minimumorganisational burden, especially
of a routine nature,

SRI LANKA'S DEMAND
SRI LANKA's GOVERNMENT asked the

PAK POLLS QUESTIONED

TWO TOP MRD leaders, Ghulam Mustafa
Jaroi and Air Marshal (rerd) Asghar Khan,
described General Zia-ul-Hag'sannounce-
ment of the national polls as a “higger
frawd” than the December 19 referendum.

DEADLY TRAIN FIRE

AT LEAST 27 PEOPLE were killed and 58 in-
jured when a passenger train :aught fire nmr

trict about 300 kilometres from Dhaka.
about 150 people were
feamd killed and over 300 injured following
‘the fire,
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With continuity expected, India needs to quietly make progress in core aspects of the relationship
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Biden Bye,

So, What Now?

N STATE OF PLAY {3

mumigration can’t be the cen-

trepiece of the India-US con-

versationjust because Donald

Trump and his Maga brigade

are on a political hunt. Both
countries have traversed a large
strategic expanse over the past two
decades to now allow themselves to
bedefined by policy, adomesticsove-
reign matter for any country.

Thestrategicreorientation in the
India-US relationship has happen-
ed around a convergence of nation-
al security interests, resulting in re-
moval of political, legal and policy
obstacles to further cooperation in
sensitive areas like defence, nucle-
ar, space and other areas that were
‘no-go’ in the past.

Over the years, that has come to
form the core of the relationship,
which has rested and flourished on
the pillars of political bipartisan-
ship. There's no reason yet to infer
that Trump has any different ideas.
But it's not going to be busir
usual either The Maga agenda is go-
ingtodefine Trump!
counts, thistime, hisadministration
is preparing to make a more organi-
sed and serious execution effort.

So, what adjustment does this me-
an for India? While one’s easily
temptedtoforecast, thefact is, this is
mostly going to be a wait-and-watch
affair in the initial months. Howev-
er, a fair sment of areas where
Maga will have to express itself vi
vidly to make a political impact for
Trumpcan be made. This may provi-
dea working frame for India.

The first would be on changing
the global rules of order in manner
that not just American primacy but
itssupremacy is re-established. This
seeks torespond to the domestic an-
ger that countries have benefited
and grown at the US’ expense, with
some like China looking to chal-
lenge Amorlm 's global dominanee.
While the US still under takes global
responsibilities, itsability tocorrect
errant states, like n “nsl Asia, is

The other Maga front will be bur-
steel frame that Trump

s to recast through the DOGE
(Department of Government Effici-
ency) project. This is Trump's po-
wer fight with the one arm of the
American state that has not just re-
sisted but alsochallenged him insti-
tutionally.

A lot of the Maga agenda could
get trapped in this fight. But, here
again, India could benefit from poli-
tical continuity if it focuses on the
core areas of the relationship and
not get diverted on fo issues that
may frame India as subject of do-
mestic political debate. The bureau-
cratic buy-in to the overall India re-
lationship is positive, but expecta-
tions vary, particularly on democra-
cyandrights issues.

It's possiblethat India may end up
with relief on some of them. This is
because Trump will want toreorder
the set of expectations with all co-
untries, including India. That could
be another bag of surprises. But if
the stakes attached to core aspects
of the partnership remain high, In-

oe Biden is leaving the Ind-
ia-US strategic relationship
witha solid docket of achie-
vements — ‘from the seabed
to the stars, and beyond’, to

quote the White House's lyrical
drafters. There’s much to celebrate
and much to anticipate as Donald
Trump takes office on Monday.

Over the last four years, India
and the US have made qualitative
and guantitative leaps, especially
in tech and defence, making the
partnership one of the (few) ‘bri-
ght points’ for an administration
entangled in twe wars and fa-
ced with a mismatch betwe-
en ambitious rhetoric and
stark reality from Africa
toLatin America.

The relationship grew
robustly despite hurdles.

"here wasaconstantflow

(except VP Kamala Har-

ris), a successful G20 summit, initi-
ation of India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC), grow-
th of Quad, an agree to estab-

Hello, goodbye

diuc

enegotiateand manage the-

bothreduced and ch ed

From a Maga perspective, these
countries fall in three broad catego-
ries; adversaries like China; allies
that need fixing, like in Europe; and
errant countries that need discipli-
ning, possibly Iran

While there can beadditions, sub-
tractions and reclassifications with-
in these categories, the positive for
India is that it doesn’t fall in any of
them. Infact, the signalling is of con-
tinuity, with Quad foreign ministers
i ted to the inauguration on
/20. And all three foreign mi-
nisters—of India, Australiaand Ja-
pan announced their presence
within hours of each other.

Notably, the Biden administra-
tionalsoshowed asimilar continui-
ty, to move ahead with Trump 1.0's
India commitment in 2020. For ins-
tance, the in-principle go-ahead for
selling an armed version of Preda-
tor drones was made by Trump 1.0,
but taken o fruition under Bi-
den. Launch of iCET andrecent re-
laxation in MTCR rules to enable
sale of spaee launch vehicles and
parts to India is part of the same
continuum.
an there be setl
Trump, surprises are alw
to be part of the calculations. Which
is why from an Indian standpoint,
it'sadvisable tosecure the core issu-
es and explore the doables, rather
than push for early harvest deals,
especially when there’s no immedi-
ate impedimentor concern,

Thmruk](»‘&t\‘lrlgf\flvvnrfﬂrfndm
will be the final one, which involves
the economic repurposing of the
US. Infact, the H-1B visadebate isan
economicissue, grounded in the rea-
lity of America’s tech industry and
demand for STEM graduates. Trade
tariffs that Trump has spoken about
will impact the balanced nature of
India’s growing trade with the US.

Again, thesearekeydo-
mestic Maga  issues
where India can't get
dragged into as a fore-
ign policy hurdle. But it's
from the strategic fun-
damentals, whichhave
laid the path for semi-
conductor and other
digital investments in
India, that a way for-
ward could emerge in
due course if India is
seen through Trump’s
larger picture, as not an obstacle but
partner inthe Maga endeavour:

India is not yet a political target
for Trump. Toremain so, it's impor-
tant not to seek the limelight, but
quietly make progr in the core
aspects of ther ship, recogni-
i tion debate in
stic sovereign mat-
ter that must nat be conflated with
India’s foreign and security policy
approach towards the new govern-
ment in Washington.

pranabdhal samantaitimesofindic.com

T T T T R T T

lish a national security semicon
ductor fabrication plant, a joint ef-
fort to map Earth, and a mission to
the International Space Station.
‘China is seen as the major reason
for the growth in ties. But thes
anotherequally unmnampmpeue
Beyond strategic compulsions, it's

'

the people-to peupl(' links that create
abridgeof ideasand influence. Look
around and the presence of Indian
Americans in both the outgoing Bi-
den administration and the
incoming

What about bumps in the
relationship? Muchis happening
with iCET. But after a paint, fears
about India’s friendship with Russia
take over and hesitation surfaces

Trump team is hard tomiss.

Gaze at Capitol Hill and find the
new House of Representatives has
sixIndian Americanmembers —the
largest in history havinggrown from
one in 2013. Interestingly, Congress-
man Raja Krishnamoorthi is the
topmost Democrat on a key Cong-
ressional committee on strategic
competition with China that high-

LETTER FROM
of visits by top officials WASHmﬁTON todoitis

to New Delhi last v

veek was to cele-
brate the progress: integrating key
supply chains, breaking new fronti-
ers inspace, enhancing undersea do-
main awareness, Jaunching a joint
AT project for product to support all-
domain command and control, start-
ing research projects for processing
technologies for critical minerals,
reducing US export control barriers,
andaligningstrategies around nati-
onal security implications of Al
He announced that the US is
taking steps to remove the last
s three Gol organisations, inc-
luding Bhabha Atomic Res-
earch Centre (Barc), from
the entities list to allow for
civil nuclear cooperation.
‘Why wait until the last day
nyone'sguess. In-
dia’s nuclear tests, which
triggered US sanctions and black-
listing, were back in1998.
W'h‘lTabOll"h?l’lml]p':lnfh?ﬂ“]a
tionship? Looking at iCET where
much is happening, butonly uptoa
pointafter whichfearsaboutIndia’s
friendship with Russia take over
and hesitation surfaces. Despite In-
dian assurances that integrity of
tech won't be compromised or sha-
red, US officials remain sceptical.
They want harmonisation of Indi-
an export control laws with theirs.
Theunderlying sctation: India
shouldalign more with the US politi-
calagenda. Green schasStra-
tegic Trade Authorisation-l (STA-1)
status that India has don’t help. The
‘stop-start, stop-start’ process rem-
inds New Delhiof the two predeces-
sor agreements — High Technology
Cooperation Group (2002), and De-
fence Technology and Trade Initiati-
ve (2012), which didn't make much
headway but did start the conversa-
tion. It makes iCET the third bite at
theapple, asan analyst put it.
The two US indictments against
Gautam Adani and others have in-
Jjected acertainamountof bitterness
in the conversation. Going publicdid-
n't play well in New Delhi, Whatever
the nature of the evidence, it was a
«choice to go after Adani. That the US
legzal system is sacrosanct is not cut-
tingit when casesagainst Trumpare
falling by the wayside. How the Bid-
en team frames the two indictments
for Trumpofficials would determine
future developments.
The White House meeting with
Sikh activists was another major
ritant. Although India didn'tofficial-
ly raise it, the US side explained it as
a coincidence. It begs the question:
where were US officials going with
it? “You're not dealing with an India
of the '80s and '0s, These pinpricks
won't give youstrategicadvantage. It
irritates everyone and takes a lot of
effort to repair;’an i
From Bangladesh to Myanmar to
Pakistan, India sees developments
differently Forces unleashed and
now at play in Bangladesh have up-
set Indian equities, tosa
the pernicious narra
moted that Indian pol
ingonly AwamiLeague(AL)suppor-
ters. Meaning only AL homes were
lit with Indian power lines. Ameri-
cansilenceon thelack of democracy

sangered Delhi

of old times,
to sanction ‘the
apaolicy thatdidn't
t and gave China the
upper hand. Why nothelp them find
a way out of the eurrent political
churn? Asfor Pakistan, thelesssaid
thebetter:

and the US wan!
hellout of them

25 | WWW.ECONOMICT

THE SPEAKI!

Flowing
The Curi

SWAMISIVANANDA

Tomany people, es|
ils, Makara Sankras
the New Year. Thec
harvested is
first time on that da
tivitiesmark the cel
every home. Servan
and the poor are fed
and given presents.
day, the cow, which |
asthesymbolof the
is worshipped. The
feedingof birdsand

In thismanner, de
expands slowly dur
bration, first embra
longarmsof love th
household and neig
servants and the po
cow, and all other i
res. Without even b
of it,one develops ti
expands it tosuchp
that the whole univ
placeinit..

Tospiritual aspira
‘has aspecial signifi
six-month period d
thesun travels nort
highly favourable tc
irmarch towardsth
Itisasthough they:
easily with the curr
theLord....

Pongal insouthIn
connected with agr
theagriculturalist,
triumph. He would
brought home fruit
ent toil. Symbolical
harvest isoffered to
—and that is Ponga
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now offered to Him
spiritof karm yog.

Satyajit |
During the weeke
Babu went to the
ti Majumdar’s hot
theevenings with
lars, Onanumber
ons, he had come!|
ing, ‘Enough, nev
The reason wassh
could put up with
played by the boys
col, but when groy
middle-aged men s
ingfunof him, it!
much to bear.

Atthesemeeting
tiBabuhostedin ]
nearly everyone p

B
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en

ghosts. Usually, B¢
kepthismouth sh
for some unknow
opened itand decl
he was notafraid
That wasall. But |
ghtoofferagolde
nity tothe others.

On hisway back
night, Bonku Bab
cked by a ‘spook’..
passinga tamarin
thin figure leapt d
landedon his bad

When Will You Make Them Accountable?

Anjana Menon

Elections provide areal reckoning
of thestate of our democracy It's
when skeletons are wrenched out
from tightly shut closets and dirty
laundry isaired. Ahead of the Delhi
polls next month, staggering figures
have emerged of how much then-CM
Arvind Kejriwal spent on renovating
his residence.

Inresponse, he alleged the PM sp-
entfarmore on his home, reducing
it toa slugfeston who scored better
atsquandering publicfunds. The
sobering truth is that our elected
political class rules with impunity

two steam ovens for 2.5 akh.

InDelhi, where summerbrings
power cuts and pleas to minimise
the use of airconditioners, itturns
outeven toilets in the CM's bungalow
needed ACs. Possibly between their
culinary excesses and the aftermath
in washrooms, they needed absolute
privacy too, which must explain fan
cy curtains worth nearly €ler:

Noneof this would have alarmed
the average Indian voter, who is, by
now, numb tom location of pub-
lic funds for political grandstanding
and leadership whims. What makes
it peculiar for Kejriwal is that he came
to office on the plank of frugality

there was anextraordinary ordina-
riness tohim— held tight in the
signature muffler wrapped around
his head, his beat-upmiddle-class
car, and hisbackgroundas areve-
nueofficer He rode on Gandhian
Anna Hazare's pushback againsta
cultureof crony capitalismand
rent-seeking that marked the fall of
Congress-led UP/
But that was nearly 14 years ago,
and it doesn’t take toolong toknow
that fightingand winningelections
isadesperately expensive task in In
dia. Ideals often stand inthe way.
Still, the controversy over the Delhi
CM's reported extravagance isjusta
symptomof alarger malaise, not just
inIndia but across the world, where
those in public office somehow feel
they are above the law A certaincul-
ture of entitlement has crept into
politicseverywhere, whether it was
former British PM Boris Johnson's
‘nartveate’ — where the veneral pub-

it. There areother things we have
normalised like bad air Our cities
top the listof the world's most pol-
luted cities. They have nofootpaths,
suffer shameful traffic jams, and
garbagesits in mountainous piles
alongeity edges, irrespective of the

ake our basic rights of
clean air or water for granted. In.
dians lose th ives routinely be-
causeof administrative failure, be
that falling bridges, derailed trains,
religious stampedes or inadequate
healtheare.

Yet, we never ask our political class
why our taxes are not prioritised for
delivering our basics and improving
our qualityof life. All too often, we
fall into the odd freebie trap, and get
roused by religious claptrapping and
chest-thumpingon economic prog-
ress, which can also be viewed as ris-
ing income inequality. Welet them
et with their plunderine.

pened,

smeared I.vla(km]
self, possibly at the
of someoneat the
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Apropos ‘How to Up
peal by Sugata Gh
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ted by many policy
tludmg}iﬂl Them
slowing growth ha
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contribute significs
ingprivate consum
he recalled that oriv



