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Alegend, made

Gukesh is first among a cohort of young

Indian chess geniuses to reach pinnacle

Ighteen-year-old [ Gukesh has made his-

tory by becoming the (8th world chess

champion, which will make him the youn-
gest w do so and emulating the doyen of Indian
chess, Viswanathan Anand, the only other Indian
to achieve the honour. Gukesh managed his feat
after a blunder made by the relgning world cham-
o, Ding Liven of China, on the 55¢th move, REZ,
in the Hth and final classical game of the match,
The game was headed towards o draw, but with
Gukesh pressing for any advantage in a rook-bish-
op-pawn endgame and having an extea pawn, it
tonk just one misstep for Ding to lose his crown,
Ding was in poor form prior o the match but the
Chinese GM proved his mettle by winning the
first game, setting up a strong contest. Gukesh

won Game 4 to tie the match and after a series of

druws, Gukesh played an enterprising Game 11 o
ke the lead; Ding fought back brillianty to te
the match again with a strong win in Game 12,
The strategies of both players were evident, Gu-
keshy plaed strong openings and exhibied enac-
ity in teying to gain advantages in near equal posi-
tions as the games progressed. Ding's plan
seemied o be to secure a stalemate in the classical
pames and to drag the match into the shorter -
pid and if need be, blit: formats, and w use his
strength in terms of experience, Sticking to his
strategy of pushing through equal pesitons, Gu-
keshy had the last Lwagh.

The  Chennai-born Grandmaster's  mental
toughness and wisdom beyond his age have been
his calling card, His steacky rise was due to his de-
du'ullnn and his accelerated path o glory was

s by the work done by his seconds - Gu-

revealed their names only after the match -
hcﬂhh:« the mentoring by GM Anands West-
Bridge Anand Chess Academy, His versatile
game, built on an innate ability W calculate
moves deeply on the board, kept him in good
stead against his more experienced opponent,
The surge of young Indian talent to the top eche-
lons of world chess in recent years - compatriot
GMs Arjun Erigaisi and R, Praggnanandhag are in
the top 15 along with Gukesh - raised expecta
tions of another Indian workd champion in chess,
The youngsters have pushed each other 10 do
their best, Gukesh won a strong Candidates tour-
nament o emerge a8 Ding's challenger and his
prowess was evident following his individual gold
winning performances in the Chennal and Bu-
dapest Chess Olympiads, the Liter being Indis's
first gold in the wam event. His next frontler
would be to resch the helghts seabed by the
world's strongest chess player, Magnus Carlsen,
Gukesh becoming the world champion would al-
5o motivate his Indian compatriots and will add a
fillip to the growth of modern chess as a sport

vocation in the country of its birth,

Price worries
The inflation trajectory suggests a rate
cut may remain elusive for some time
F rom i 4-month high of 6,2% in October,

consumer price infladon moderated (o
5.5% last month, Much of this minor res-

pite stems from a decline in the inflation rate of

some food items, For vegetables, it coaled from a
5T-maonth peak of 42.2% to just under 30%, while
foodgrain prices rose at the slowest pace in 28
months, and pulses cooled to just over 5% after a
prolonged spell of double-digit spikes. Despite
these pockets of reliel, overall food inflation re
mained sharp at over 9% for the third siraight
month, with edible oil prices firming up 13.3%,
the highest in 30 months as a global price spike
hay eoincided with an import duty hike by the
Centre, It s no surprise coconul ol prices are up
avier A2%, even a8 items such s garlic (B5,1%), po-
o (66,7%), cauliflower and cabbage (well over
A0%), are pinching consumers. While recent con-
versations about the economy have focused on
decelerating urban demand, the price rise trend
i hitting rural consumers harder with close o 6%
inflation in November as well as higher food
prices.

Despite assertions by the government that
fosod prices are volatile and showld be ignored for
monetary policy purposes when growth is stum-
bling, higher spends on meals are spilling inte
other items' prices, Manufacturing and services
firms have reported intensifying cost pressures
last month compelling them to hike prices at the
highest pace in 12 years. The Reserve Bank of In-
dian (RBI), which had originally estimated Octob-
er-December inflation 1o average 4.8%, raised it
0 5,7% at its monetary policy review last week,
This implies inflation this month - which will be
the last data before the RREI's Mmctarr Pt\lltﬁ
Committes (MPC) meets next - could still be
at 5.4%. This would be well above the central
bank's median target of 4% - the MPC now ex-
pects average inflation to attain that level only by
the second quarter of 202526, The government,
whose clamouwr for an interest mate cut was ig-
nered by the MPC lust week, may be hoping its
new appointee at the helm of Mint Street, anoth-
er Finanee Ministry insider, may oblige with
more urgent and bigger rate culs o support
prowth. While some assert a rate cut in Fe-
bruary’s MPC meet is virtually cemented, going
by current trends, the data may not back such a
move a8 growth might recover a bit and inflatlon
iy eool a tad more, thus diminishing any wrgen-
ey. That the Centre would have presented its Bud-
gt 202526 by the next MPC meet, may help the
rate cut case going forward, ifit demonstraes fis-
cal prodence and steps o ease ciizens’ lving
COSLS,
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Pakistan at the UNSC, the points of its compass

o January 1, 2025, Pakistan enters the

United Nations Security Council

(UNSC) as an elected non-permanent

member for a two-year term - its
eighth,

Paklstan's entry is significant in that,
effectively, half of the 10 elected members of
UNSC will be from the Organisation of lslamic
Cooperation (OIC), Those elected for 202526
were Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama and
Somalia, They will replace Ecundor, Japan, Malta,
Mozambicue and Switzerland as their terms end
on December 31, The new members will join
Algeria, Guyana, the Republic of Korea, Sierra
Leone and Slovenia, who are exlsting
nompermanent members,

istan will be o natural focus with
Pakistan sure to wse its Council stint 1o repair its
frasty relations with the Taliban, In this, it has
Russin and China to readily assist it in the
diplomatic rehabilitation of the Taliban, With the
OIC countries, one hopes that the Council gets all
the support it needs for a ceasefire In Gaza o
silvage from the rubble whatever is left of the
Palestinian cause and stabilise the region,
Peacekeeping is another of Pakistan’s stated
priorities given its role as a major troop
contributing country for UN peacekeeping.
Hiowever, Pakistan's default mode will be 1o focus
on Indlia.

What Inclia should expect

Inlin-Pakistan relations are still strained. Even if
one assumes that some backchannels are busy
working the lines, it is a given that enhanced
bilateral cooperation does not necessarlly result
in orptclallL
in the UK, This s tree not ju.st of Pakistan but al
of countries India considers as "close friends”,
even in the Global South. For example, some OIC
countries with which India has very close
bilateral relations, line up behind Pakistani drafts
in the UN which have anti-India linguage, They
even argue — ingeniously — that the offensive
language is not aimed at India, Fortunaely, there
is help usually from unexpected friends in such
groups, enabling India o tide over the issues
sucoesafully,

To state the obvious, India should be prepared
for Paldistan’s anti-India initiatives in the UNSC,
There was a brief period in 2012 when there was
some synergy between the Missions of both
countries in the UN when bath nations were in
the Council, but that was an aberration, Pakistan
Is back to its mulilateral default mode of being
anti-Ingia, And in this, it now has a more assertive
“jron brother” in Ching offering it an "all weather
friendship”, Pakistan's first stated priority is o
"eombiat terrorism®, which it hopes will absolve it
of the tag of “terrorist state”, It will also try - as it
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always does — to slip that tag onto India, The list
of Pakistan-based and Pakdstant terrorist
organisations associated with the SIL (Daesh)
and al-Qaeda under UNSC Resolution 1267
mandated sanctions, including the
Lashber-e-Taiba (LeT) and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, is long and instructive. In

liation, Pakistan has | several
“dhossbers” to the UN Secretary General, that have
fancy claims of Inclian tervarist attacks on
Pakistan — anything to keep the anti-India pot
boiling,

After its stint in the UNSC in 202122, India's
propesal (with the United States as co-signatory)
1o list Pakistani terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki,
deputy leader of the LeT, under the 1267

regime was apy 1 by the UNSC -
Including of course by China - making this the
first listing {with India as a proposer) for terrorist
acts In Jammu and Kashmir, 1t was a blow o
Pakistan, which it must be waiting w avenge.
However, even proposals under 1267

discussions, but decides whether it should be
open or chosed and whether there should be an
oulcome.,

The use of Islamophobia
Pakistan has used lslumophobia as a weapon to
chiluge the fight against tervorism and, godng by its
recent attempis, o arget India, When the Undted
Mations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GT5)
was discussed in 2021, and again in 2023,
Pakistan, s ‘J'Apnrltd by the O1C, sought 1
mtroduce Islimophobia as a justification’ for
terrorksm, India stood alone and had the
reference removed, But when India left the
Couneil at the end of 2022, the United Arab
Emirates and others inserted, inter alia,
Islamophobia into the UNSC Presidential
statement for the first time in February 2023, In
March 2024, the U5, China and Russia voted in
the UN General Assembly in suppaort of an OIC
mmlullm to appoint a UN Special Emvoy for

ik, With the right wing on

are given a religious colour by Pakistan, [t made
desperate atempts, with trumped up charges, (o
list four Indian Hindus as terrorists, with the
Intemtion of getting at least one Hindu listed. The
Council rejected every one of Pakistan's requests
~ not once but twice — thanks to the U5, and
ather western countries, Member-states hive
seen through Pakistan’s game,

On Kashmir

Its ezt and most obvious, stated priority will be
Jammmu and Kashmir (J&IK0. Pakistan pushed for
discussions on J&K in the Council through s
“friends® when India abrogated Article 370 of the
Constitution. Two closed “consultations” were
hedd in the UNSC, with China acting as the
can's-paw, But nothing happened. At least four of
the: five permanent members (P-5) have linle
appetite for this issue, When a Pakistani
Journalist in New York asked this writer - when
Inelia entered the UNSC in January 2021 - about
the "unfinished” business of Article 370, the reply
hee got was this: that the only "unfinished"
business was the return of
Pakistan-Oceupded-Kashmir (Pok) o India,

With elections having been conducted and a
papulir: government in place in J&K, Pakistan
wontkd fin it hard to 2 an dssee, China,
which, incidentally, occuples a part of PoK after
Pakistan ceded it to them, will cnly be o happy
1o keep the pot bodling, The Pakistani
Ambassador to the UN made a case in the rrwdiu

the rise in the West, one has not heard the last on
this subject in the Councl with the OIC countries,

Early this year, Pakistan raised the issue of the
bilateral India-Pakistan Indus Waters Treaty in
the Couneil, which s a purely bilateral agreement
with its mechanism to resolve disputes. This isa
misuse of the UNSC with the only benefit of
eatering to a domestie audience,

Diuring its stint between 202122, India played a
robust and positive role in strengthening
mternational peace and security, While many
UNSC members misuse “Arria formula” meetings
(a diispensation where any UNSC member can
circumvent the Council and hold Informal
meetings on any issue), Indin avoided doing this
and seuck to its priorities in the Council. Pakistan
will have no such compunctions,

It s unfortunate that Pakistan ignores the
many multilaveral synergies between India and
Pakistan to work together on UN issues, Both
countries have similar interests: in UN
peacekeeping, as they are lrge
troop-contributing countries; in combating
climate change, as they face severe climate
change-induced Hoods and natural disasters; in
wchieving Sustainable Development Goals 2030;
i focusing on the debt burden of the Global
South; or in reforming multilateral financial
inatitutions, Sometimes even functional contacts
with Indian diplomats are frowned upon by its
Mission,

Palkistan's internal political t.nurrlin.ll.

o how the recent decision by the
Court of Justice decision on Pabestine applies 1o
JEK. One cannot stop Pakistan from trying o do
whit it wants as its presence in the UNSC will give
it the lever tw eall for diseussions on JAK. India is
aware that the PS5 usually does not like to prevent

e collapse and hwve
prevented it from ercngthn.nlng multilateralism
aned the UN in a world wrecked by conflicts,
Whilee its teem will be high on rhetoric against
Irsild, it is diffieult to see how UN member-states
will be persuaded to play its game,

The missing spotlight on urban local government polls '

\«Il'lhﬂ of decentralised local

selfg L and are resy for
delivering civic services at the first mile, ensuring
quality of life for citizens. The Fith Constitutional
Amendment Act (CAA) was Introduced in 1992 w0
md-ily this role of ULGs, Owrrm years later, the

ives of this land {| are yet o

bz reralised, The ongoing discourse on
simultaneous elections, populary known as One
Nation One Election (ONOE), is a unique
opportunity to spotlight a basic requirement of
local democracy, §e., elections to ULGs - a
consideration that has generally been absent in
deliberations on the ONOE,

U rhan local governments (ULGs) function as

‘State subjects’ as reasoning
The 79th veport of the Parlisment Standing
Committee on Law and Justice on the *Feasibility
of Elections, submitted in 2015,
while advecating simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabsha and State Assemblies, was silent on
elertions w ULGs. A discussion paper (20073 by
thie NITL Aayo, on ‘Analysis of Simultaneous
Elections', kept ULGs out of its purview, anguing
that the third tier institutions are State subjects
and that the sheer number of such instiutions
aeToss the country makes it * 1mpmlt.nl uml
possibly lmp 1o synchro
Similar reasoning is put forward in the 2008 drall
repart of the I.uw Commission of Inclia on

{ But in a refi
departure, the High Level Committee tHIIZJ
constituted by the Government of India 1o
provide a road map For lmpk'mcnmlrm of
on local hody
elections and recommended synchrondsing them
within 100 days of simultaneous elections w the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

India has over 4,800 ULGs that oversee nearly
AQH of the population, a figure which is
estimated o cross 50% by 2050, Citles are the
backbone of the country's economy, contributing
over 609 to India's GDP, Well-governed cities
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accelernte economic growth, and promote social
and cultural well being. Thus, elmu'lm: n-pwlur

Karnataka. In effect, ULGs continue to function
under the administrative control of State

toy imstall o
governments in our cities every hw.- y.-urs ought
to be a matter of mainstream political discourse
and policy formulation, The HLC report, which
was accepted by the Union government in
Seprember 2024, wuched upon the procedure of

to local g an s a good start
in this direction, However, deeper analysis is
necessary e understand and ackdress the current
state of affairs of elections to ULGs,

Uncertainty and delays in elections
It may come as a surprise o many that despite
the constitutional mandate of holding elections
municipalities every five years, elections are
routinely delayed across thousands of ULGs -
sometimes by several years, According to the
Compendium of Performance Aucits on the

lomn of the 74th Constitutional

at the
Janaagraha Centre
far Citizership ancl
Demacracy

The ongoing
discourse on
stmultancous
elections, or
ONOE, Is the
right
apportunity
for change

Amendment Act, 1992 {published by the
Comptraller and Auditor General, or CAG of India
in November 2024), elections were delayed in
ower 609 of ULGs across India. Swch ULGs are
directly governed by State governments, violating
the principle of decentralisation as envisaged in
the Constitution. This also adversely impacts
biility as citlzens lack rey fom and

have limited svemies for airing their grievances
and development needs. Elections that are held
on time are the sine gua non for democracy - not
Just for Parli and the State leg bt
also For every municipality in the country.

Holding elections 1w ULGs Is not enowgh. After
thee results are announced, the elected councils
have to be operationalised with Stae
gevernments calling for their first meeting o
enable elections to the offices of
mayors/chairpersons and standing commitiees, A
study undertaken by Janaagraha found that there
wan a delay by 1 months on average in the
formation of councils after the decliration of
election results of the municipal corporations in

This defeats the electoral mandate
mwn by the people, making elected city
councillors powerless to attend to the
development needs of their electorate,

Di d State Election G

Mnlhl.r important issue is the disempowerment
of the State Election Commissions (SECs), which
are constinational bodies responsible for
supervising and conducting ULG elections. The
CAG report nates that only four out of the 15
States assessed have empowered their SECs
carry out ward delimitation. The report further
notes that elections o ULGS were delayed due o
 delay in ward delimitation by State
governments or because of court cases regarding
reservations, Given the high political
ramifieations of ward delimitation and
reservation exercises, It is necessary that these
fumnetions ave carried out by independent
anithorities such as the SECs,

A holistic analysis of the challenges in
conducting elections to ULGs prompily is
important in the utmulnf national discourse on
the synchronisation of elections, There ks an
wrgent need to build on the beginning made by
the HLC to effect the reforms necessary in ULG
elections,

The Government of India has proposed setting
up an implementation group o prepare a plan of
action that would execute the HLC's
recommencations. The government has also
expressed fs intent o have consultations across.
the country on this tpic. 1t is hoped and
expected that the agenda for reforms o ensure
regular and scheduled elections w ULGs will
feature in these dialogues and that the Unbon and
State governments will come together to make
local democracy in our cities operational and
vibrant,

The vews expressed ane peesomal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Parliament and business

The proposal to move a
na-trust move against the
Chairpersen of the Upper
Heuse and the
Vie-President of India has
some merit, The
Chairpersen has been seen
to be completely partial to
the ruling party on several
occasions — as can be
visually seen from the
proceedings of the Rajya
Sabha on a daily basis by

any discerming viewer.
People can judge what they
e,

V. Padmanabhan,

Bengalur

If the Oppesition has
decided to act against the
Rajya Sabha Chairman, it
could be only because the
parties concernad have
reached the end of their
tether, For any independent
observer, it was evident that

the Chairpersan has been
adopting a ‘more loyal than
the king attitude” when it
came to discussions on
Fssues which were
Inconvenient or not to the
liking of the ruling
dispensation.

€.6. Kurlahose,
Fothamangalam, Kerala

The development Is a new

sign of degrading political
dialogue and the lack of

minimal ceoperation in povernment and the enemies, This has led to the
Indian politics, The Opposition must work hand | situation where they do not
invecation by some In hand ta justify the faith engage in fair and usehsl

politicians of conspiracy
theories is also conceming,
Irenically, the use of the
popular term, ‘deep state' is
being seen in the prevalent
rhetoric. It is important for
allinvolved to abandon
hearsay and focus on
pressing issues that concem
Indians, Given the mountain
of work to be tackled, the

wew

the electorate has placed in
themn,

Anany Mighea,

Billal, Chbattisgarh

It Is unfortunate that the
ruling BJP and the
Opposition parties in our
country do not view each
other as ideological
opponents but as real-time

debate in both the Houses
of Parliament, The
unfortunate developments
are a blot on the
functioning of the world's
largest democracy,
Gopalaswamy J.,

Chenaal

Letters emalled o
lettersithehindu,co.in
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of sentences
commuted by Joe

Naxalites killed in
encounters this year

THE®@mHINDU

U.S. producer inflation

Number of casualties

shows biggest

Biden

President Joe
l 0 Biden ls

commuting the
sentences of raughly 1,500 people wha
were released from prisan and placed an
hame canfinement during the coranavirus
pandemic and s pardoning 35 Amerlcans
convicted of non-viclent crimes. we

in the Bastar division

year-on-year increase

as migrant boat sinks

Fatalities in the
Manipur conflict since

off Tunisia

Seven Maxalites including
21 twe wormen were killed In

an encounter with securlty
farces In Chhattlsgarh's Narayanpur district
on Thursday, a senlor police official sald.
With this incident, at least 215 Naxalites
have been killed this year In the Bastar
division of the State, as per the police. e

in per cent. LS.
producer inflation
o climbed in

Movember, data showed Thursday, logging
its Iblggest year-on-year increase since
February 2023, The praducer price index
carne in at 0.4% last month, seascnally
adjusted, the Labour Department sakd. are

Tunisia’s coastguard has recovered
9 the bodies of nine migrants while

slx others are still missing after
their boat sank off the Tunlslan coast, a
Judicial official said om Thursday, In the
latest boat disaster In the Mediterranean.
The coastguard has so far rescued 27
pecgle who were on the boat, mumes

May 2023

A Delhi-based Meltel
0 organisathon urged
Prime Minister
Harendra Modi to ban all Kukl militant
groups in Manlpur and to stop alleged
appeasement of the Kukis under the name
of ‘Suspension of Operations' (So). e

CONPILED B THE MDA AT TEAM

EXPL

Rohit Azad

eijinig, with a yearly average air
quility index (AQ) of 144, was
a5 polluted in 2015 as Delhi is
today (Delhi's average is 155 for
2024). But in the interim, Beijing has
managed to cut its pollution level by
one-third with the most significant fall
spanning between 2013 and 2007 (Chart
11 To be sure, Beijing’s pollution control
programime dates back to 1998 which laid
the foundation for this aggressive last
phase of the programme, which was
termed a “war against air pollution”.

Why discuss Befjing in the context of
Delhi?

Beijing is the capital of an emerging
economy, as is Delhi. So, if Befjing could
manage what it did at its stage of
development, Delhi could and needs w,
as well.

There are many similarities between
Beijing in 2013 and Delhi today. Chart 2
compares the sources of pollution for the
two cities.

For Delhi, we have used the winter
mainths’ data beeause that is the most
updated emission imventory available.
Moreover, much like Beijing, the regional
contribution to pollutants by
neighbouring areas/States of the national
capital region (NCR) is also high,
especially during the winter months,
While local emissions need to be
cantrolled, without a concerted collective
effort by the entine NCR region, just as
Beijing achieved, it would be ditficult o
win this battle against air pollution.

What did Beijing do?

With rapid economic growth in Beijing,
the ambient concentration of pollutants
apidly by the late 19905, By
ng's energy consumption had
grown by T4% compared to 1996,
Unfortunately, a rapid increase in
urbanisation and energy consumption
meant higher emissions of pollutants.,
Things were particularly made worse
because the heating in Beijing's
residential properties was heavily
coal-dependent.

Beijing’s 20year anti-pollution
programme can be divided into three
phases - 1998:2008; 200912; 200317, One
common theme that ran through the
entire effort was not shock-and-awe but a
careful and slowly built-up plan with
people’s participation, which was run
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Beijing’s war against air pollution

Bedjing in 2015 had pollution levels similar to those in Delhi today. However, through coordinated effort over several years, Beijing reduced its pollution by
one-third between 2003 and 2007 by learning from Bedjings approach, Dethi can implement effective strategies to tackle its air pollution problem

on pollution

Turning the tide

useful framewark fo

Beljing's battle agalnst alr p d

(Yearly average)

L1

(Befing In 2013 and Delh| In 2023)

Delhl. With Improved transportation, stricter regulations, and regional
collaboration, Delhl can follow a smilar path to dleaner air
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Chart 2: PM1.5 source apportionment for Beljing and Delhi
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construction management model,
efficient washing facilities, and
implementing video monitoring with
penal action against violators of
construction sites were some of the steps
taken.

The last leg of the plan (2003-17)
especially focused on the need for
regional cooperation, with five adjoining
provinces around Bedjing coming together
to chalk out a collective plan for reducing
ambient pollution in the region. Thi

Iy by the local of
Beijing.

Sotrces of pollution in Beijing were
broadly identified as energy structures
and coal combustion {contributing Z2% to
PML5), transportation structures (G1%),
and construction and industrial
structures (33%),

Faor the first source, three steps were
taken — ultra-low emission renovation
and clean energy alternatives in power
plants, renovation of coal-fired boilers,
and elimination of civil bulk coal
consumption used for residential heating,

Faor transportation infrastructure, the
povernment fiest retrofitted cars and
public service vehicles with diesel
particulate filters (DPF) and gradually
tightened emission standards, Then it
went for scrapping, through subsidies
instead of decree, of ‘yellow-labeled”
vehicles (heavy pollutant-emitting
vehicles). Subway and bus infrastructure
was overhiauled and expanded at a rapid
rate, along with optimising the urban
layout.

As for the industrial and construction
activities, tightening environmental

i intensifying pir

X »

couf had a kable effect in
reducing the level of pollution.

What did Beijing achieve? And how?
As a result of this meticulously planned
strategy at multiple levels, sulphur
dioaide, nitrogen oxide, volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), and PML5, the four
major pollutants targeted under the
policy, fell by 83%, 43%, 42% and 59%
respectively between 200347 {Chart 3.
Since most activities produce multiple
pollutants, albeit to differing degrees,
targeting 4 source meant reducing all the
associated pollutants,

Chart 4 shows how by targeting each
source, multiple pollutants were
controlled,

The single most important factor in
Beijing achieving its goal, apart from
planning to the last detail, was the
financial investment that the government
committed to,

Chart 5 shows a whopping sbxtime
jump in investment within just four years,
All the steps enumerated above required
heavy investment and the government
dlid mat shy wway from making and
Fulfilling those commitments.

There are ideas galore on controlling
pollution, and Beijing is a perfect example
o learn from. We list some here, there are
mone.

Firstly, since private transport is the
biggest contributor to local pollution, an
efficient and comfortable busmetro
integrated transport system needs to be in
place. Delhi's DTC bas fleet is not only old
but also grossly inadequate for a
population of this city's size. The metro is
an excellent means of transport but is
quite expensive, with almost zero
last-mile connectivity provided by the
State, Old vehicles need to be serapped at
the earliest through a well-thought-out
subsidy-for-scrap programme, instead of
banning them. Exclusive eycling and
walking lanes should be built throughout
the city. Other ideas, such as

. ubsidisation through affordable
ransport and expensive private
transport {cars and motorcycles) using
congestion or high parking charges, as
well as separate fuel costs for the two
modes of transport, could be
experimented with, An urban layout is
needed where places of work and
residence are brought closer, alleviating
the need for long-distance travel,

Secondly, Delhi's electricity is still
supplied primarily through coal fired
plants, The enengy system needs a serious
owverhaul both from the sides of supply
and demand. Subsiding solar roof tops
and connecting it to the grid with
electricity bill discounts could be one
such step in this regard.

Thirdly, much like the Beijing plan,
Dielhi needs to coordinate with
neighbouring regions, instead of being at
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industrial capacity, ting a green experience? which originate in these regions. Such a

step may work in their collective interests,

Last but not least, the people of Delhi
need to fight for the right to clean air and
hold the government accountable instead
of normalising poor AQs as being better
than severe ones. Prolonged exposure to
pollutants, even in the poor AQT zone (for
a larger part of the year), may be as
dangerous as a short period of severe AQI
in October and November every year.
This change in attitude itself may go a
lotng way in building pressure on the
EOvErnments,

Unfortunately, it is not the lack of ideas
it political will which is stopping Delhi
from acting. It is the same reel playing out
wvery year. Air in the ve
for weeks with schools closing down, the
young and the elderly gasping for breath
through the day is the new normal in the
winter months in Delhi. And what does
the government do? The Centre blames
the State and vice versa while they have
lboth been in office for a decade. Neither
of them is serious or even vaguely
imterested in solbving the problem.
Schools, offices, and individuals look for
solutions in the form of air purifiers, but
private protection for a public bad is by
definition exhsivist, with espedially the
disadvantaged, who contribute the least
to the problem, getting a raw deal, Delhd
deserves a better response. It is high time
that the government, both at the Centre
and the State, listened and acted,

Rohir Azad is a faculty at the Centre for
Ecomontics Studies and Manning,
Jowaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
and Showvik Chakraborty is a Research
Assistent Professor at the Political Economy
Research Institute, Amherst, U.S.
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-

Badjing's approach to alr
pollutien irvelved a long-term,
coordinated effart with a focus
an reglonal cooperation and
camprehensive policles across
rmultiple sectors.

-

Koy measures included
Improving transportation
Infrastructure, retrofitting
wehicles, serapping ald
wehicles, and enhancing
industrial regulations.

. 4

Delhl can adopt similar
strategies, focusing on
Integrated transport systems,
reglonal collaboration, and
stricter emission controls to
cambat its pallution crisk.
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Should the executive have the power to pardon?

| PARLEY |
nited States President Joe Biden's
recent decision to pardon his son
Hunter Biden for any federal erimes
hec e o may have ¢ itted

between January 1, 2004, and December 1, 2024
s brought renewed focus on the expansihe
clemency powers granted to the President by
the U.5. Constitution. The President’s volte-face
has provoked strong condemnation from hoth
Republicans and Democrats, Should the
executive possess clemency powers? Sanjay
Hedige and Alok Prasanna Kumar discuss the

q fon in ac fan mod 1
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Should the executive power of clemency rest
with the legislature to avert misuse?

Sanjay Hegde: Vesting clemency powers in the
legislature could prove equally susceptible wo
cormuption and mapority rube. Historically, the
power to pardon originated from the British
momarchy as an attribute of sovercignty,
enabling the king to absolve any wrongdaing,
Even today, the Constitution acknowledges
seenarios where it is imperative to trust a high
afficeholder to judiciously exercise such
discretionary authority when required.

Alok Prasanna Kumar: [ agree. During the
debates on the 1.5, Constitution, Alexander
Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury,
acknowledged that the exercise of demency is
inherently political and cannot be reduced to a
purely legal process. He argued that this power
shoald be vested in a single constitutional
afficeholder, instead of being subjected to the
whims of collective discretion. He also pointed
aut that the power of pardon introduced an
element of mercy, which he believed was
necessary to temper the rigours of the criminal
Justice system. He saw it as a means for true
Justice to prevail in cases where the kaw could
mot account for cireumstances or moral factors
beyond the scope of judicial proceedings.

Should an independent clemency
« ission replace the existing system to
ensure more objective and informed

decision-malking?

APK: Even if an independent clemency
commission were established, its advice would
not be binding on the President, While the
President may seek a range of information to
make o reasoned decision, as former President
Harry Truman fumously stated, “the buck stops
here” Transparency is important, and in today's

age of social media and a free press, the public

U5, President Joe Biden with his son Hunter Biden at the Demacratic Natianal
Canvention In Chicago, linals. seuters

will likely be aware of the reasons behind a
presidential decision, However, that does not
guarantee that every decision will be
immediately acoeptable to the public at lange,

SH: The public doesn’t abways agree with
wlemency decisions. One of the most notable
examples is when ULS, President Gerald Ford
pardoned his predecessor, Richard Nixon, He
Ibelieved that the country had endured enough
during the Watergate scandal and that the
matter should be put est, s Mixon had
already been punished by losing the presidency.,
He felt that a eriminal trial would only prolong
the nation's agony, At the time, special
prosecutor Leon Jawarski chose not to challenge
this decision,

In contrast, the clemency system in India has
not been widely abused. Former Presidents such
as AP Abdul Kalam and Pratibha Patil hive
only sat on fles, exercising a pocket veto
whenever they disagreed with government
advice, The pardon jurisdiction for non-capital
wffences has rarely been exercised,

‘Would expanding the scope of judicial
review over executive clemency decisions
prevent potential overreach or misuse?

SH: 1 don't think the US. will ever adopt such a
system. President-clect Domald Trump has
expressed an inclination to pardon rioters
imvolved in the January 6, 2021, Capitol attack,
There are also speculations that President Biden
miry pre-emptively pardon several individuals
before he demits office. 1 doubt the judiciary will
step in to second-guess the President’s authority
in these matters,

In Invcli, borth the President and the Governor

When it comes o cemency.
comstitutes abuse or misus
especkally when the powe
defined. For example, in 20
argue that granting clemenc
iclen was one of Joe Bden
We lack the foresight 1o dee
egregously wrong at this moment.
ALOK KUMAR FRASANNA

niot clearly
o migght
Loy Hunier

act omn the aid and advice of the Cabinet. In fact,
the Supreme Court in Epura Sudhakar v. State of
Andhra Pradesh (2006) affirmed that a
Gaowernor's grant of pardon could be challenged
i conrt i it was Found to be mala fide or based
om irrelevant considerations,

APK: | don't believe that clemency decisions
can be judicially reviewable, The concept of
mercy is inherently subjective, and there cannat
be one inalienable understanding of it. We also
have tor understand that constitutional
functionaries inevitably bring their personal
biases to bear on these decisions. While courts,
i seen in India, may intervene in instances of
procedural viokations, there are no definitive
legal benchmarks to determine what constitutes
an appropriate exercise of clemency, Ulimately,
it s unreasonable to assert that mercy should
hawe one fixed meaning under the Constitution,
or that clemency should be confined toa
specific category of political cases.

Should U.5. Congress play a greater role in
the process? For instance, the Protecting Our
Democracy Act, reintroduced in Congress
last year, mandates the White House disclose
all materials the President relies on when
exercising clemency powers,

SH: Even if Congress were to pass a law, it could
only serve to guide the process, Clemency
powers are unique ~ they speak to the inherent
humanity shared by bath the one who grants
mercy and the one who receives it, There may
b cases where a penalty has been imposed and
the begal process is complete, yet new evidence
emerges that calls for reconsideration, It is
impuossible to legislite strict standards,
especially since they would never be binding,
Wie have seen this discretionary authority play
out when President Andrew Johnson pardoned
D Sarmue] Alexander Mucdd, the physician who
treated John Wilkes Booth's broken leg after he
wssussinated Abriaham Lincoln,

APK: No kaw can entirely prevent its misuse, 1f

someons in a position of authority is
determined to break the law, there is Hitle the
law itself can do to stop them. While
mechandsms can be put in place to ensure that
such actions have stringent repercussions, total
prevention is impossible to attain, For instance,
we see police officers routinely abuse their
powers of armest.

When it comes to clemency, defining what
constitutes abuse or misuse is challenging,
wspecially when the power itsell is not chearly
defined. For example, in 20 years, one might
argue that granting clemency to Hunter Biden
wis ome of the best decisions made by Joe Biden,
W lack the foresight to deem such decisions
egregiously wrong at this moment.

‘What reforms are necessary in India's
clemency process, and what lessons can be
drawn from the Hunter Biden case?

SH: Given the nature of the power, one can at
lbest have guidelines, However, ultimately
executive discretion has to be trusted. We have
seen our former Presidents exhibit varied views
regarding the death penalty. One can also see
how gubernatorial diseretion played out in the
rebease of AG, Perarivalan, one of the convicts
in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. The
Governor ohstructed his release despite the
Tamil Nadu government's recommendation,
Ultimately, the Supreme Court had to intervene
and crder his release. The use of clemency
powers in the lso signified the dosing of a
long and painful chapter. While public curiosity
may lead to second-guessing these decisions, it
i aften not in the greater public interest w do
0,

APK: | believe comprehensive reforms are
needed in the system of release of convicts, The
Supreme Court is already cognisant of a batch of
petitions on this issue. We need o prioritise
reformative justice. Reformation is only
achievable when individuals are given the
assurance that, through good behaviour and
genuine repentance, they may earn an early
rebease ~ serving, for instance, seven years
instead of 14, While these convicts have been
incarcerated for legitimate reasons, the state
st focus on thelr rehabilitation, as some of
them have the potential to become valuable
members of society, We should expedite
processes like parole and remission, ensuring
mercy extends beyond just death penalty cases,
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The difficulty of

documenting a tragedy

photojournalist reacts to an acci
A dent or a calamity much like an

emergency worker, But since
most of us have no training in saving
lives, or rescuing people, what really
drives us to reach these places like first
responders? To see fellow human beings
Iying trapped under debris, waiting to be
rescued or worse, needs a mental ma-
keup of a different kind, especially since
we redlly cannot do mmuch apart from re-
cording it on camera.

At thee site of a disaster, a photojournal-
st is expected to truthfully and objective-
Iy convey reality. 1t is generally accepted
that there is no moral responsibility to in-
terfere with the events that are unfolding
in frone of the lens, While looking into the
face of a tragedy, we ane there to tell the
story in a single frame. However, every
photojournalist would agree that there
have been instances where they have
grappled with the dilemma of what is
right and wrong,

For instance, not too long go, there
was an accident in Kerala, Three migrant
labourers, who were widening the gutter
o the side of the road, were seriously in-
jured when the conerete wall of the build-
ing nearby collapsed on them. One of
therm suceumbed to injuries and the oth-
er two were extricated from the rubble
after hours of hard work by rescue per-

setinel,

A few duys after the incident, a photo-
journalist said something to me with a
hint of remorse. While news channels
were showing visuals of the tragedy, he
wiis still half an hour sway from the ace-
dent site. He wanted to rush there to get
the image of the workers cought under
the debris, It was only after he elicked the
photo that e saw the agony in the eyes of
the injured. While he had rushed there to
merely do his joby, he regretted that his
first thoughe was to get a "good” picture
as soon as possible. He said he then
prayed that the workers would be taken
to safety as soon as possible.

oM
K

‘hment that
real or not

Tragedies eave an impact on a photo-
Journalist in different ways. In August,
when landslides triggered by torrential
rainfall oceurred in Wayanad, wiping out
two villages entirely, hundreds were
trapped beneath the earth. The first
thought that came to my mind captured
the magnitude of the tragedy: maybe this
is how civilisations ended. [ covered the
2008 foods and lindshides in Kerala and 1
have been asked several times whether
such events beave me untouched. 1t is a
Fact that the tragedy s not mine and yet it
is. 1t is difficult to say whether the sense
of detachment that photojournalists ac
quire over the years is real or not

One of the most difficult situations that
1 was foreed o handle ook place in June
20024, More than 45 Indians were killed in
a fire that broke out in a building in Ku-
wait and the bodies were brought back
o to Kerala, The homes of the victims
wiere pictures of grief, [vividly remember
the scent of the incense, the dinges that
secmied to goon for hours, and the shock
on the faces of the family members, One
instance in particular left a lingering
ache. A X7yearold man's body was
placed in a freeser at the centre of the liv-
ing room of his house, There was silence
in the hall and the thought that 1 would
be shattering it with the click of my cam-
era was unbearable. The man's mother,
who was sitting close to the freezer, sud-
denly began talking to him. She begged
hirm b weake up, and ealled out the names
of thase who had come to see the body.
She was clearly in denial. In the midst of
this, 1 hurriedly clicked two pictures,
They abways bring o hamp to my throat,

Just as we can see the photographer in
a photograph, we can ecually see the of
Fect that a tragedy has had on the photog-
rapher reflected in the frames. We photo-
Journalists go back home every time after
wie eover 4 teagedy with the hope that the
Emages will serve as an irrefutable truth
of what happened. And what should sot
happen.

»
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PICTURE

THE WEEK
The end of an era

Peopbe walk an a dirt road leading ta the notarous Saydnays prison, synanymous with the warst atrocities of ousted Syrian President Bashor al-Assad's rule, such as arbitrary
detentian and torture. Peophe In Damascus gathered on on December 9 to celebrate day after Asead fled, even as lslamist-led rebels swept inta the capital, e

FIFTY YEARS AGOD DECEMBER 13, 1974

Criteria for opening new
post offices

Mew Deelhi, Dee, 12: Thee Union Minister of
Commiunicitions, D, Shankar Dayal Sharma,
told Me. LR Shenoy in the Lok Sabha
vesterday that proht was sot the main
eriterion for opening new post office. But for
apenbig public call offices, profit is one of the
criteria but not the main one, So far as rural
areis were coneeried, a new post office in g

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

normal area should earn at least 25 per cent of
thie cost as income, 10 per cent of cost in hilly
anied 15 per cent in other very backward
areas. In urban areis the income from the new
post affice should be at least equal to the cost
of the post affice.

I Fiiral areas, new post offices are opered
at a distance of 4.8 kms from an existing post
office and for villages with gram panchay:t,
schools and NES blocks, the distance from the
nearest post office is redueed to 3.2 ks, A
Buoss upto Rs, 500 per anmum ks borne by the
Government in rural areas if the population to
b served is bess than 2,000 and upto Rs. 750
per anniim for a population of 2,000 or more.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 13, 1924

Vaikom Satyagraha

Cochin, Dec. 1: The Satyagrahis are picketing at
thee Four barricades s usual, Mr, Vinobla of the
Warclha Satyagraha Ashram met by
appointment the Vaikom oppositionist keaders at
the residenee of Mr. Indanthurithi Nambyathiri
and discussed with thern the situation. He was
seeompanied by Me. T.R. Krishnaswamy lyer,
Manager of the Ashram; and the prominent
oppositionise lesders included Mr. Indanthurithi
Nambyathiri, Mr. M.K. Rarnan Pillai, Mr.
Vaduklumbkoor Valia Rajah and Venkateama lyer.
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Plague of tiring sequels, buzzkill
cliffhangers, and half-films

In franchising projects for better monetisation, pan-indian films are depriving audiences of the satisfaction of a

complete product: big-star filmmaking is now plagued by a lack of know-how in building IPs for the long run

Bhuvanesh Chandar

two-Alm-strong,

340-minute-long

cat-and-mouse game, comes to

an end in director Sukumar’s
TPushpa 2 The Rule, A climactic scene
ambiguously ends the arc, urging
audiences o ready themselves o leave,
only to be compelled back to their seats
for 40 more minutes, The extended
climax of the Allu Arjun-starrer meant as
a segue toa third Pushpa Alm, is an
excruciatingly tedious episode that leaves
you with a poor aftertaste — cold
shower moment in this otherwise
“wildhre' of a film,

This is & new fad picked up by
commercial ilmmakers of the pan-India
movement — franchising for betier
monetisation or o secure a worki
formuls for the futare, Most bigticket
films these days either end witha
clifthanger, depriving audiences of the
satisfaction of a complete product, or add
a surprise climactic cameo to end on a
high note and make way for a sequel.
Suriya's Kanguva was undoubtedly an
untested aempt in Tamil, but the makers
were quick to jump on this bandwagon,
with a surprise cameo by Karthi and a
hook to keep us waiting for the second
part. With the disastrous reception at the
box office, would a Kanguva sequel
materialise?

One story, two films

Amid an avialanche of sequels, a deeper
issue plaguing big-star filmmaking in India
— ironically popularised by Pushpa: The
Rise — is the trend of splitting the story of
one flm into two, to justify a sequel,
Remember when we used o insert a VD
for ench half of & ilm? Now, each of those
halves is extended, with songs and action
sequences, to become a film on its own,

In Upendra's KGF-mimic Kabzaa,
writer-director K. Chandru's
imterconnected nurrative arcs tell the
story of how an Air Force pilot gets into
the crosshairs of a gangster as well asa
powerful maharaja. The writer takes
ample time to set up the world and its
characters, introduces a conflict late, and
Just as they culminate into a nail-hiting
moment, ends with a surprise cameo by
Shivarajkumar and Sudeep Kichcha.

One might blame 8.5, Rajamouli's “Why
Kattappa killed Bashubali® shitick for this
trend but there is a distinction between
endeavours written and conceived as
rwirfilm projects - like Sapta
Saagaradaache Ello or Ponniyin Sehan or
Salaar — and films originally planned as
one, split unnecessarily for purely
commercial reasons, In Manmivin Sebyan,
the concerns were whether the length of
twi films wis enough to it in Kalki's
story. With Devara, however, it has
become apparent that the formula is not
working; Koratala Siva uses a climax
similar to Kartappa-Baahubali, but if you
are wondering why it did not stick, the
answer lies in how overstretched th
film's narrative feels, Given Pushpa's USP
lies im its exaggerated staging and
larger-than-lite language, one can argue
that Sulkcurnar had to give more space to
his sandalwood kingpin hero. Even if so, a
few other cases allow no space for any
TEESONng.

Shankar's Iredian 2 feels like a blatant
attempt at monetising half a story, The
film follows Senapathy's return, triggered
by four YouTubers who expose their
corrupt parents under his guidance. We

Sequel spiral: A still from Pushpa 2; The Rule. SPEOM ARRANGEWERT

pet four scenes each to establish the
families, four to mark their fallout, a
killing spree with litde explanation, and a
bizarre #GoBackindion scene. The dimax
features a prolonged 30-minute chase
sequence, ending with a cliffhanger
promising more in a third insalment.
Added for gamnish are unnecessary songs
and action set pieces, At 160 minutes, the
filom could have e; been rimmed to 90
minutes, raisi @ guestion: why must
we pay full price for an incomplete
narrative?

Securing an idea for future
Audiences now hold their breath towards
the end of a big-ticket film, wishing it to
be a contentful standalone feature, IF
eliffhangers have become a buzzk
surprise camenos in the climax noy
longer surprising, One wonders if such an
endeavour is worth taking the risk, should
the first film Hop at the box office. Like in
the case of Kabzaa or Kangua, the
camens might have garmered some
applause in theatres or some momentary
propulsion at the box office, but what
happens to these new characters when
the sequels are dropped? A film that
needs a star camen or a clifhanger to get
I back to its world exposes itself

as an inferior product.

Securing an idea for the future drives a
filmmaker like Yenkat Prabhu to end The
Grreatest of All Time with a contrived,

penre-bending twist and a sequel
announcement, knowing fully that it may
never pan out given Vijay's decision to
retire from movies. Take cues from
Prashanth Neel on securing a sequel. KGF
2 ends with Rocky sinking into the depths
of the ooean, but not without hinting at
KGF 3. There are no gimmicks - and
Rocky is gone for good - and the KGF
films hoast enough bore o justify
bandwidth. Neel, refraining from hacking
a story for the sake of it, takes a leaf out of
the story we thought we knew everything
about and makes it a prequel.

In the case of star camens, Lokesh
Kanagaraj's Vikram, starring Kamal
Hansan, deserves all praise. The hold
Suriya's spectacular cameo as Rolex had
om the audiences led many other creators
tox emulate the same. Through
Santhanam's fear of this mysterious
figure, one could feel the shadow of Robex
throughout Vikrem, naturally setiing up
his entry.

However, one cannot say the same for
how Lokesh handled Haasan's cameo in
the climax of Vijay's Leo. Despite
peppering the second half with moments
from Vikram's world, the cameo seemed
contrived and forgettable,

The climatic segues io a sequel, like the
one in Pushpa 2: The Rule, also point at a
lack of confidence from the Almmakers.
Wouldn't the sudiences throng the
screens if they knew Pushpa Raj was

returning with his beard-swiping swag? A
surprise announcement adds mystery o
b thee fibm would take the story
forward, Remember the frenzy when
Ridley Scott announced Gladiator 22 Or
when you knew Sunny Deol was
returning to Gadar?

How to cash in on past glory?

Scott's sequel is a great showease of how
you can cash in on past glory, a knack
many modern greats lack, Eyvebrows were
raised when Scott announced Gladiator 2.
It was not that the filmmaker had lost his
game; the question was on the story a
Gladiator sequel would take, The film
might have fallen short, but the atempt
to birth a fresh story on Maximus
Decimus Meridiug® son was genuine and
well-received.

Conld one, however, say the same
about Fndian 27 Interestingly, one does
not have to look beyond Tamil cinema to
take inspiration, Just last year, Karthik
Subbaraj silenced naysayers with his
compelling figarthanda Dowble X, which
atood out from 2004's Jigarthanda in tone
and treatment while also ensuring it stays
true to the theme,

The issues with this trend also point to
a kck of know-how among commercial
southern Indian filmmakers in buikding
their Intellectual Properties (IPs) into
long-term assets — a major reason for
insincere avternpts at cashing in on
established [Ps, Hollywood's mantra of I
building can be locsely credited to two
well-known strategies: a) tapping into
other formats and mediums, and b)
quality merchandising of movie IPs,

Hollywood studios like Marvel and
Wamner Bros, have long tapped into
longer amnd shorter formats to produce
spin-offs and mediums like comic books,
novels and animation to immortalise their
cha in the minds of the audiences,
This is why a fan will buy an Iron Man
mask or a Stranger Things-themed t-shirt
even after decades; collectables have
always been a potent market for takers. In
recent vears, every film has come up with
a Bindom-targeted website that allows
users to spend more hours pondering the
world of the ilm. The value of
iconography and merchandising only
increases inoa world of transient
intangible media, Just last year, the
‘Barbenheimer' phenomenon led to an
ocean of merchandise, underscoring the
importance of angible memorahilia.
Popeorn buckets are still trending in the
s,

How many of these pan-Indian films
managed tosell quality memaorahilia? For
all the flashy clothes and accessories
Pushipa Raj wears, the makers could have
focused on making some noteworthy
memorabilia,

Pan-Indian films particularky focus on
transient results in this amnesic world,
creating an impact that only another
sequel film could reignite. Strengthening
1Ps secures ideas for th ture, lets the
creator tap into the nostalgia of the
audiences, and brings in additional
bassin

Making a successiul sequel is nothing
unheard of in India. Ballywood has its fair
share of Bhoo! Bhulaiyaas, Gadars,
Gelmaals and Housefulls, Malayalam
«cinemna has tasted success with the CEI
series, the Aadu franchise, the Drishyam
films, and the Harihar Nogar films. While
the Dandupalya films and sequels to
Geaalipata, Mufti, and Love Mocktail
worked well in Kannada, audiences are
glued to catch the Kantara sequel. Despite
their flaws, IV Tillu and Yatra 2 were
received well in Telugu, while HIT seems
to be a fan-favourite. Tamil creators can
learn enough from many debacles (Saamy
Square, Maari 2, Sandakazhi 2,
Pichaikkaran 2, Velaiilla Pattacthari 2, and
w0 on) and success stories (Chennaf 28 11,
the Singam series, Aranmanai 4).

Perhaps now is the time to ouigrow
sequels, hall-ilms, and dimactic cameos.
The big picture needs strategy, not
gimmicks. Forced franchising is neither
Hlower nor fire.
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A quiz on noted film personality Raj Kapoor on his birth centenary

V. V. Ramanan

[ k
QUESTION 1 QUESTION &
Wihat was the original given
name of Raj Kapoor and the
name of his two brothers whe

were also noted actors? neminated?
h s
QUESTION 2 QUESTION &

Mame the 1935 film where he
debuted as a child antist and
I wihich Tilm did he get his
bireak for the lead role
apposite Madhubala? s
QUESTION T

[

QUESTION 3

What was the first film undes

the RK, Films banner and Kapaoar?

from where did it get s loge? | &
QUESTION &

[
QUESTION 4
Which leanie dug,
synenymous with Ra| Kapoor's
cM
K

Randhir?

Films, made their debut in the
1948 flick Garsoor?

Far which prestiglous
Intemational awards were
Awooro and Boot Polish

On which film was Raj Kapaor
working at the time of his
passing, and which was Later
completed by his sons?

Which Hrighikesh Mukherjes
classic is dedicated o Raj

Which film had Ra) Kapoo, his
father Prithiira), and eldest son

[ 9
Visual Questhon:
Name the person Raj Kapoor s hugging in this picture,

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1, Who designed the
tranemizaion system and recelved the first
sigral? Ans: Gugllelma Marcanl

2, Mame the source and destination of the
tansmigsion, Ans: Cornwall, England, to
Mewloundland, Canada

3, What was the transmitted message? Ans:
The letter S in Morse code,

4, What did detractons belleve would
happen during the experiment? Ans:
Earth®s curvature would disrupt the
transmission

5. Mame the device ivvented by Edouard
Branly that helped in transmitting
long-range signals, Ans: Coherer

Visual: Hame this German sclentlst wha
shared the Mobel Prize in Plysics with
answer b question 1 for his contributions
1o wireless communication. Ans:
Ferdinand Braun

Early Birds: Dodo Jayaditys | Tamal
Blswas | Piyall Tull | Sonali Das | Tito
shiladitya

FROM Ti

Know your
English

ARCHIY

5. Upendran

“Theere you go again. You always do it.
You always point my mistake:

"It's not point my mistakes, but ‘point
ot my mistake:

“You see, you're doing it again, Why do
you always point my, | mean, point out
my mistakes?"

1 thought you wanted to improve your
English”

"1 s, But wion abways

"Look, bet's not get into an argument,
What was it you wanted to tell me?"

"1 read somewhere that one of our
scientists has discovered a new machine”

"Discovered a new machine! You mean
‘imvented, don't you?"

“Hot again, *Discovered” or
“invented,” what difference does it
make?"

"1t makes a big difference. When you
“invent” something, you're creating or
muking something new, something which
didn't exist before, For example,
Alexander Graham Bell invented the
telephone.”

"Yes, | know that, And Edison invented
the electric bulb."

"That's right, Before Edison invented
it, there was no such thing as the electric
bulb. S0 when you say you"ve invented
something, what you're claiming is that
youa'vie created something new.

“That seems clear enough, What about
“discover?™

"When you say you've 'discovered'
something, vou mean you've found
something that was already there”

“What do you mean by that?™

"For example, it's possible for you w
discover a pirate's hidden treasure”

“That would be wonderful *

“Yes, itwould indeed, By discovering
the treasure, all that you"ve done is to find
the jewels that the pirates had hidden.
You have not ereated anything new, you
understand?”

"1 think I'm beginning to, Could youw
give me another example?™

"Sure, Sir Isaac Newton, for example,
discovered the laws of gravitation. He
didm't invent them, but merely discovered
them.”

"So when scientists ind 4 new star in
the solar system, they say they have
“discovered’ a new star, not ‘invented” it”

"Cornect again, That's because they
have not created the star, but only found
i

Well, | think I've understood the
difference between 'discover’ and

guess what [ discovered recently?"

"No. I've discovered that our friend
Urmila is a terrible cook”

“Some discovery! | knew that ages ago.,
I you're going to eat anything she makes,
youl meed a cast-iron stomach,”

"Cast-iron stomach! What's that?”
a very strong stomach that can
withstand bad food or anything
1f you don't have a cast-iron
very difficult to be a traveling

rue. They are well-known for
their cast-iron stomachs.”

"In that case, | think Urmils should
marry a traveling salesman!”

Published in The Hindu on May 24,
1954

Word of the day

Duress:
compulsary force or threat

SyNonyms: prassure, intimidation, coarcion
Usage: under duress, she signed the eontroet.
Pronunciation: newsthlive/duresspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jdgjures)

For feedback and suggestions for
Tet & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.coln
with the subject ‘Text & Contest’
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Supreme Court
draws the line

Directive to lower courts to keep off pleas seeking
toundermine the Places of Worship Act is timely

he Supreme Court’s arder restraining lower

courts from admitting or passing orders in

any fresh plea seeking surveys of mosques to

determine whether temples lie beneath them
until the apex courtis hearing the 1991 Places of
Worship Act case Is a landmark intervention that
Comes not a moment (oo soon.

Ower the past two years, a flurry of pleas arguing
that Islamic holy shrines were built after demolishing
temples, and therefore should be replaced, has
Inflamed communal passlons, unearthed long-burled
sectarian grudges, and threatened to irreparably
rupture the soclal fabric, Unfortunately, most of these
disturbances came on the back of lower court orders,
asexemplified by the violence during a court-ordered
survey in Uttar Pracdesh's Sambhal town last month
that killed four people and injured 20 others,

The 1991 law —which was drafted at the helght of
the Ram Janmabhoormi movement and locked the
religious character of shrines as they existed at the
time of Independence — was enacted to forestall this
precise eventuality. But it appeared increasingly
effete as petitioner after petitioner found ways
around its guardrails, prompting new sets of
dispuites to mushroom — from Varanasi and
Mathura to Badaun and Ajrmer, Even the Taj Mahal
wasn't spared.

This newspaper has repeatedly called for a
decision on the applicability of the 1991 law at the
earliest possible juncture because this is key to
expeditiously resolving disputes. It is in no one's
interest, and certainly not the country’s, to let such
sensitive ssues fester, undoing the work done by the
country’s founders in building a multi-cultural,
multi-faith democracy, The top court's
commendable move on Thursday kindles hope that
the unfortunate trend of incend lary and communal
petitions can be arrested, and a considered,
deliberative and transparent process can take its
place, The Court's divection will also prompt the
Union government to make its stand clear on this
important issue, something it has avoided doing
even as the pleas acquived a distinetly palitical edge.

The apex court has taken a momentous step. It must
now consider deciding on the case swiftly and laying
down the law onee and for all. The Places of Worship
Act represented o compromise struck to avert hurling
Inian into o cauldron of communal disputes that holds
the potential to tarnish its justifiable reputation as a
toberant and diverse republic, Itwas passed after
extensive debate in Parlinment and then was endorsed
by thee apex court in its 2019 Ram Tem ple verdict.
Itdeserves its day in court,

Nudging government
to conserve wetlands

he Supreme Court’s order on Wednesday to
Tstmesm protect 30,000 additional wetlands, over

the 2,00 lakh already being conserved under a
2017 order, I8 timely intervention. The three-month
dendline that the apex court has set for demarcation
and ground-truthing of satel lite data on these
wetlands should prod governments into action inan
aren of conservation that recelves scant attention,
Ground-truthing efforts so far have been undertaken
for less than half of the wetkinds covered under the
2017 order, and demarcation of boundaries is
complete for a minuscule fraction; this pool includes
India’s 85 Ramsar sites or wetlands designated to be of
international importance as per the 1971 convention.
Adendline and high courts being directed to swo motu
manitor the conservation of Ramsar sites might just
help state ad ministrations shake off lethargy.

These ecosystems are key functionaries in the
hydrological cycle and are critical to the country’s
biodiversity. They also play central roles in water
storage, purification, flood and erosion mitigation,
groundwater recharge, protecting against cyclones and
saline ingress (along the const), and even influencing
microclimates. In many regions of the country, they
support livelihoods for several communities.

The lack of State enthusiasm in protecting these,
desplte several policies, has allowed cities t encroach
on them, and even swallow altogether them in places,
which in turn has exacerbated problems ofurban
Nooding and drainage. Elsewhere, much of it has been
turned into agricultural fiekls or, in the worst case,
garbage dumps. In our era defined by severe weather
phenomena, the imperative to protect wetlands can’t
be overstated.

OPINION

HT4od

The US deep state
and its discontents

The ideaof aState within
aStateis notentirely
imaginary. With the
political rise of Trump,
the spectre of a deep state
has become a bugbear
in Right-wing circles
e poslitical Mrestorm over
an alleged transnmional

“dlowp stnte” — comrising
the Joumalist

military-industrial complex” that
could “maanger our liberties or dem-
oeriic processes”, was the fivst high-
level acknowledgement of an unboly
nexus of vested interest groups which
was siphurllm{ wealth and |:|u'|hlm

during his first term as president
(2017 10 2020, and wreck hisre-chec-
thon. Trumprs crusade agninst ?cml
imterests and ul:dcmmallr
renchixd an apogee after the

election, with the anﬂcnt—ﬁlml

defence
|1 Lhe Coddd War,
Although Eisenhower was &
Fiepublican, the notion that o coverie
u[:nlﬂuwufﬂcua.mmlu'w Iuares-
crats, armument manulactuners,
lawkish lebbywists, and journalists
who justified endbess wars and con-
Trantations with forelgn erietmies was
Amor

network, Organlzed Crimse

and Cormu ption Reporting
Fraject (OCCRP), the Dpen Soclety
Foundations (OSF) of the billionaire
financier George Soros. the Rocke:
felier Foundation, and the govern-
mnt of the United Seates (US) = to
“destabilise India” has brought erucial
questions to the fore.

What exacily bs o deep stte? Isita
conspiracy theory or a real entin?
And 1 i doses el st, whiat are jes effects
domestically within the US and
weorldwide? For several decades, the
term deep state has rloocheted (n
American politlcs o refer toa shad-
owy [ ol governmentil,
corporate, und non-governmental
wlites who wiehl emormaous pawer,
wontral polcymaking kevers, under-
mlm- ebectod politicians, and thwart

lean dulnulu and forelgn
policies godned populacity in
the Lefi-liboral segments in
the US, During the Global
War on Terrorism (GWOT)
under President George W
Bush, the antk-war and
movemants in the US fre-
quently decried the deep
state and the “surveillance
stale” for dragging America into
costly lorelgn confllors on fibse pre-
tits andl legully ewrtailing civil lib-
ertles at home,

With the political rise of Donuld
Truirmp and liks unlgue biand of
|1, U spectre
beenme o bugbear in Right-wing cir-
eles. According 1o Trumj, o vist asso-
clation of career civil servants, diplo-
I1Inll inteiligence agencics, low

Sreeram
Chaulia

i dleep stnde also

oy g
rnament cﬁklmqr {DOGE] 1o “drain
the swarng'”. Like Elsenbower, Trumg
Telt frustrated by the factlons and
bloes within the vast Amerlcan
e stte” il W network ol allies
Im thee private sector, which resisied
and blocked his agenda

Glven that ot lewst two American
presidents have publicly
derided & selarious “State
wiithin a State”, the klea of o
deep state In the US (s not
entindy imaginary, The per-
sigtently low levels of pulilic
trust and conficdence in the
government in the US alo
make this concept credu-

lum. The decp stabe is, of

ourse, fuzzy due to its
Inlu.rmal bu!LsaM Irvaries over time
im Ideotogical leamings and intent,
least i the domestle arena n the US,
both Lefiists and Rightists have felt
victimised by the deep state and iis
shenanlgans,

In forelgn policy, imespective of

whether the ineum bont US ndminis-
rntion was Democratic or Republi-
can, o pro-liberal internationalist
workdview has hil:uriulls' Tl dl sy

of the peaple

The famous Tarewell address of
Proside m Dywight Elsenhbower in 1961,
where he warned about “the aonuisi-
hon of unwarranted influence by the

clals,

“fke rews” mdin outlets and main:
atream fnvte llectsals acted in concert
to delegitimibse him, undermine his
domestic and foreign policy priorities

im that apari
from Ilnrn'Ium‘ ceonoimic, mikLary
and geopolitical interests, the US gov-
ernmant also sehectively, 518
troversial objectives such as the pro-
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o Uhee vist

s, (he US

deep state kihe

mation of democracy, human rights,
and liberad values incertudn counries
and regglons, The coups d'éaa, covent
Interwentons. reglme ehange opera:
tlons, and softer democracy prome:
thom rorects bn whikch the LS lns been
involved, pre open secrets. Stephen
Kimzor's book, Owerhios, chronl ded
a “century of regime change™ mis
sdo el out by the US onmulti-
plecontinents,

After the “colour revolutions™ In
Georgia (2003), Ukraine (2004) and
Kyrgyzstan (2005), the usge of non-
governmental think tnks, dvil socl-
ety organisations and pliant news
maclia cutlets to create conditlons for
WS government-desired poditical
changes was highlighted, Il a
s lundled NGO or a Uik ank takes
the bead in sapping a regime [n a par-
ticubar cowntry, the loglc behind it is
of plausible denlabibity by the US gov-
erminent as its olficlals are not directly
Invodved.

This sondid track record of med-
ling does moot mean there s alwiyy o
Tldclen Armericun deep stale consplr-
acy in every country where protest
mavements break out ar revelts hap-
pen, Nor i it the cose that US covert
operntions are always deciaive in dis-
lodging a regime, which might have
fioet off clay duie to s own acts of omis:
sion and commission,

whenever v HEUTERS

Sulll, du 1o its cryptic and obscure
e and the vist sums of money it
commands, the LS deep siaie is the
usual sispoct whenever somelhing
goes awry. Speculation sbout Amer
) s bstingge I oiFe notonly bn oo
Martan countries but also In demogra-
chos aeross he Globnl South,

While the sccusations against
CRCCHP anel OSF for carrying out an
orchestroted antl-Inda smear cam-
palgn ane subject o nvestigation, the
imterlinked web of connections
winong the US Stae apparatus wnd ity
eatended private arms fsan undemia-
ble fact.

Under the Joo Biden administra-
tiom, which represented the tradi-
tonal liberal internationaliss ideol-
DF.\'DNU""IHI«'I between segments

the US government machinery and
thlr non-govemmantal allies such as
Sorus was visibe and obwvious.

Inia might fod reliel from this
nexus once Teumgy, the antl thests of
liberalism, remurms to the White
House. With the nest American presi-
dent himsell declaring all-out war
iggainsd the deep state, o kongstanding
Irvitant in the Tndin-US srateghce port-
nership could ense, at lonst fora while,

Srveram Chauia s the aushor of Friends
India’s Chosest Seratage Parsre.
Thet views expreasal are peraomal

Battle against low visibility

takes o

& we head into the annual winter
chaos in avlation — the fog that
envebopes large parts of North India

in Deoember and January — a feeling
ol drestd boghi Lo accompany ol tcket book-
lings by possengers coming into the region,
Will my filght acoually lanc, and will T eatch
my connecting fMight? How many hours of
elay will L encounier? Will my Mlight tke of T
atall? 1= the Delbi airport and other affecied
alrp 1o handle the

Last year, the fog and poor handling by
almost all stakehobders bod to mayhem ataie
jports in the North, with the capital facing the
Doeurt of i Db, s mafor hub Tor rrn‘rrnrmlv
morming depanmunes, kads o a cascade
across the country. To manage per u:'mlum
more than aiything else, the then Urson civil
aviation mindster had set up “war roons” o
Nkl thils annuad mienaoe shioce there lsvery lit-
Wl e v et o ko O S O 0 il
these disuptions. The alrlines, alke-
erult, nnd ground infrasirociue pocd
o coime ogether in near porfect hr-
mony. admost ke (n a balket perform-
ance o ensire ings run relatively
armwothly. Weell, the gocd pevs s st
alter a chaotic and badly managed
03, things boak set to lmprove this
winter, We seemi bo be getting mone
adkept at fighting this war. or at kenst
ihe armoury is in place for some
saundrons of the anmy!

Wfinally have three operational namways
at Dedhi International Alrpoet Limised (DIAL)
eqilpped with what is kinown as CAT-11I
Instrument Landing Systems, enabling proct:
slon landing (n pretty low visibility condl-
nhons, which 13 perhaps the most welcomae
news. In addition, the rinway has newly
nstobod visibidLy sensors and systems o pro-
wldde peal-time vidbiliy data. Follow Me vehd-
les and jeeps have been ecul pped with GPS
dovices to asslst operitors in navigating
Whrough fog and maintaining situatio nal
awareness. DAL claims that all alrside per-
sonnel involved in low-lsbility operations
Tive undergone specinlised tmining o handle
he st ation elfectively.

Dl airport gays i has & plan to manage
the ground sktuation better as well. Extra
processing zones have been introduced to

@

Anjuli
Bhargava

in Indian aviation

Bers wnd X-ray bancs wo spead up the process
for depasting passengers, These sones can
T the airport serve twhoe as many passen-
gers. Additionn] terminal exiis have been
Ilentifed o exped e pussenger sacuition in
e of cancellations,

DAL also says that It will provide extra
cominters for alelines to re-boak gersin
cuee of Might disruptions, and # fow extra
securily processing zones have been esiab-
lishid to hanche the rescreening of passengers
disembarked due todebigpod departures. Addl-
tlonal staff members have boen I‘leLFI’l\ﬂ in
Berminils (o assist passengers, apart from
dedicated task foroe of 180 noa-operational
stalf irained o support ferminal operailons
lurd g oy visibility. On paper, st least, DIAL
sooms obe lna betier position than last year,

Aldrlines appear better prepancd this yoar,
oo, Alimost all alrlines have some percelige
ol crew that are not yel trained in handling
lowrisiblliy concbtdons, bt IndiGo
aaned Alr lniia's performance will set
e toie mid deterimline outcomes,

With close to B&% of it pllots
trnimod in owvisilaility aircmlt oper-
uliam IndiGa has implemented a

enabve plan 1o taclde fog-re-
Imddlmnlundnﬂudlrm position-
g crew close to alrparts ta fill in
quickly when required. The airiine's
operations control centre will
actively monitor visibility conditions to
ensure that trained crew s avallable, even
when asslgned crew overshoots duty timing
limits. Divierted abreraft will abso be sent io alr-
ports where mamtenance englnecrs arcavall-
alse 1o ensure smooth operations.

ARVIND PANAGARIYA

A candlelight

I's doable.
are in place.

revolution in

the making in South Korea

e dramatic tum of events in South

Korea, inftiated by Prosident Yoon S
Yeol's declaration of mariial law on
December 3, has plunged the country
inkoa politlcal crisk. However, e martial lww
\arnl [l jml Tours lnter nhrm-sh o motlon
National - Mean-

wl\ll. |hq|pu:ﬂhnpnudml1m lrendy inith

wied the process of impenching the prosident.
The immediate and massive pmﬂlr Ty

l‘mylv Power Party, served as the couniry's

Chicl Prosecusor | lunaumﬂn,uulhm g
Since taldng poeer, e has sérugged o sdvance
s political agenda aemid ongodng conlionte
tions with the opposition Democratle Parey,
which holds a majoriey in the Nasonal Assern-
bly. Over the past two years, President Yoon's
appeewval ratings have plummeted, curmmlly
around X0 percent. due o several alkeged scan-
dﬂklllig Tk thﬁ' accusatons of

gl the
ctivism among citiaens, rmﬂmmlnl‘pwt
“endllelight revolutions”.

Whilke Scuth Koen ks widely reooggriscd for s
ilbwrarit poprukar cubfure, as woll s i astondsh-
ing coonomic transformation, it ks afen forgo-

political favourit
With mounting pressune from opposition
antles nndunwiru bticoutcry, the political
uture of President remaing uncertaln,
Calls for his reslgnation persist, though he
w-mmmlmpmdntrn Ilmmmm

Adr Indla, g, sald that @ had

eral L]
Miers aduse b U Fogg season. The wirline sald @
Hiiks i v .qrdully departiire of 1200 Nights,
al wiich Delhil, s Eﬂmm)' i, necouts for
around 260, A spokespemon sald the airling
Hins am “adeguate pool of cockpit crew Tully
rained im low visibilty operations” (o ensure
that morning deloys do not coscade into net-
wiork-wide delays, He added that the aperat-
ng niremlt are being properly equipped for
lovw-viaibility operations oo,

Bt sources In the airline maintained, as
things stand, around m of Alr ]ﬂdlﬂ‘l Iclnl

manage of-schecule int | depar-
Hiares, and i “swirg panie” 10 optimise resoroe
albocation for international opertions will be
aperationalised, This anea (s destgned to han-

i bnasy howrs with extra immidgration coun-

The abr Hnes, aleeeuf, and grownd
lnfeastruetire necd Locoime Logellver I
mear-perfect harmony, alimost like lna

bl peerformunce NUSTAR TS

yopetistions, Mur:hlhbﬂllbcl i, ol
siddering that tralned crew ks required fos inler
nationil operations too. This ked toembarmes-
Ingsitumtions for e canler last year, whereits
Blighits b0 obver comitries i low-visibiliy condi-
s b o e clive e B0 okl il spaces snce

fiei thint Koo 16 o youn g democmcy. The hor- Vs
rific memories of decades u‘uulmumnum -.11#1&:1 From socuring (he necessany quo-
it Wi refsali ivid T, lacking the twothirds
[ anid comtinue o shape puble — majority o possan i lemienit motlon in the
and Korean politlcs. South Korea's  National Assermbly, will neod sevind voios from
dhemocratie trans forrston i the ke theruling lnwrnabcrs. Proslig on

1960 after decades of st gghe, whilch
sulmequently propelled it o beoome
ol Asda's miosl dymam e demisers-
e, serves i i oo of pride for the
Sauth Koreom poojle, The exdstence of

I Himenit Rl (i the Natkoial
Assernibily Is only the Hirst step. Onee
e, (hies copmieul il court mist
review the case and deter mine
whether ihe abwse of power warmnis

o bawtal dictatorship in North Korea JojinV removal from office. Yoon's position
further leacks South Koreans io chersh Joh appenrs more vilnerable ahend of
their democratic achicvements and n another impeachment motion stied:

rermakin vigilant in defending them,
The recent declaration of mantial
law s the first sinee South Koren'

uled later this week The situation
could shiff dramaticady a mling party
ety

to growing pubdic pro-

transition. However, since the il of
thie oty in the kit 19405, there hine boen 16
mnmdmmlmeMm}.TI;&ut

1anger, may s the im| men,
Tollowwirigg the patterm of their recent break from
paty lines »wlgln'wulhu muartial v,

o, Cl'lm Doorhwan. Im:lllp:ln :hr(‘wnn!du
derilhed

I for prrotests from trde

unbons, civil socety angand sations, and growing
South

the wmmwm mdhmmu lumalmr
The i

Wyt comimander i charge wis mol
land I such sétuitlons

11 just aldl omie podnt here for alrlines o
remsember: Communication |s key. Infonm
possengers about delays or cancellatlons in
thme, not onee they have alrendy reached the
alrport. This can wave everyane a lot of grel
and reduce the stress on the termdnal facili-

les,

By all indications and based on what my
sources tell me, passengers on IndiGo are
likely to find thermselves on ficmer ground
than Air India, Fliers must also remember
that forall the war and troop readiness, real
WFe, Nk any batt be, always springs surpeises.
As the maxim goes, focus on the jourmey and
nek the destination.

Al By s o oo,
dnfrustructure and the sogial sector,
Thie vhews ixcpried v sl

s regarded as
d.n|1= ot in moderm Korcan Idstesry , bt
vl event st poved the way for the coun-
iy’ sabernocratisation in 1967,

Ko ks on the venge of yet another cand] clight
evoluition. The chitzen-led peacelul polltical

sent charncterised by humonous props, ban
s, aandd canl delights 1o fight agalist (mjustios
i poditical corrugition hive bevoie o foitue
of Koreun politics post-democratlsation, often

“Wihibe the nstrumient of markdal Liw rermalis
of

available to the president in
matiosial mich s war, its
Ty Prosisient Yoon kecoiifront the political chal-
levigoes posed Ly thie opposition party Is widiely
evied asuncomseinitional and a gross abuse of
political pewer. Thie martial low, which wosa
sucoessiul insrument for overcoming political
o cliriig thwe militasy riale, prove] o be
iical sulcicle lor President Yoon, reflecting
poditical miscaleulation and nalvety. The dra-
i serjuenoe of evenis on theone hand soves
s rerminclerof the suthorisran inpubes that
catnn sl sturfisoe within Korean body polic, but
the political and o ol

handh wllutrmudl'mnﬂbtnm;qr.
L Yoo, peproseniing the conservative

ments aF pevel This rmethod af protet
g i the 1900w anel has boen eimphoyed on
several oocaslons sinee Lsen, with te most
recent sign ificant movement oceurting during
the impeachmaent of former President Park
Geunchye in 2016-2007. If it happens again,
Yoot "s Kt couikd pobenthally mieror that of sev
eralof hispredecessors in the post-democratic
e miany of whom endod up in gl espedally
Park Geun-hye, whowas impeachod and sen-
tenced to Al in prison.

lq.h- v hlu: Isdirecter, l{mmumn
M fuatinan Guanalfel Uraversity, Karoks
Thi v ol it peiioial
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

R Sosikumar

Impending Trump presidency, fall in number of student visas for Indians, invite a question:
Whatis the allure of a foreign degree?

Rebuild our
universities

Obsession with foreign degrees detracts
from a symmetrical dialogue between
Indian and Western institutions

worth. kn'titabsurd that some of our “sub-
altern” theoreticians whowrite on the plight
of Dalits, Adivasis and minorities prefer to
leave India, and settle downin “elite” Euro-
American academnic centres like Columbia
University, or the School of Oriental and
Adrican Studies? lsn't it ironic that some of

AVIIIT PATHAK

AS A LIFE-LONG student, | have always be-
lieved that our quest for knowledge ought
to transcend all borders and boundaries.
et this cross-cultural exchange of ideas
and academic traditions should be dialogic
and symmetrical. [t is sad that many of us
from this part of the m‘ldhmbemme
pathetically

universities and research centres, And this

th Jd occasionally visit
puses like rock stars, and teach ws the soci-
h it

Devi,or BirsaM

Ideas need
to travel

Thanks to NEP, most students in the university
setupinIndia are hamstrung, yoked to a
system that is fast spiralling into chaos

DEBRA] MOOKERJEE

As these "stars™ seduce the young re-
searchers, they too seek to follow the same
path, leave India, and further reproduce the
culture of academic asy:
Dunngmylzadungmermal.eadmg

WHENEVER A MAVERICK enters an office
of significance, it gives rise to general anxi-
ety all around, Continuity is the cornerstone
of le]labﬂlry in public policy frammg an

public uni inthe ]
‘have never seen any lzadmgpmlessu( from

|f-worth, and causec

sort of one-way traffic has damaged our
the

self-confidence of our academic institu-
tions. It is sad to see young students beav-
ing the country, and moving towards
Canada, the U3, the UK, Australia and
Germany.| Itls:erhudymramartemfpnde

if,asth

boss can
ters. The impending US Presidency under

trade” when confronted with more efficient

3
nations, it began to backtrack. The West has
always been self-assured vis-a-vis a rapid
expansion of lifestyle and comfort in the
face of unchallenged domination in world
trade. This self-assurance dissipated some-
what as they began to feel the pinch after
countries like China and even India, to a
lesser extent, along with other BRICS coun-
tries, began to challenge their. tothe

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba is not running for the party's
executive role again, he would perhaps want to bow out as the president who did
his bit to strengthen internal democracy and hand over the party's reins to a

Competent successor”

—THE KATHMANDU POST

Lead by law,
not ideology

Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav's recent
comments do not behove the office of a judge.
They go against SC's views on impartiality

Farzan MUSTAEA

ON DECEMBER 8, Allahabad High Court
it Kumar

a Vishwa Hindu Panshaiewnt.wbmhe
isswed a few c

b struck down by the courts if it violates
the Fundamental Rights or is contrary to
the Constitution.

While one may agree with some of
Justice Yadav's arguments about the uni-
form civil code, his pe
nuances in the UCC debate. Asa matter of
fact, personal law is Entry No 5 in the
Concurrent List. It's clear that the
framers of the Constitution did envisage

legal pluralism.
Ulﬁhtheuﬁ. India does not have atra-
dition of de: Judges as conservative

and liberal. The links between the ideologi-

decisions has

betrayed his ldaolupal tilt. The Supmme

lntbeenmmureiymgd in the country

Court ofthesec

and sought a report from the High Court.
Thisis, however, nota case of impeachment
‘on grounds of proven misbehaviour.

In the past, Justice Yadav has said that
“scientists believe that cow exhales ooy-
men” and the protection of the animal
slmul:lheaﬁmdamemlrigm of Hindus.
He all tbring

bunherear

ond time. Instead of reprimanding these
mJnsDcelﬁJl:lq;SI@ abserwcldlat il
thetime mcivil
code... there is an open inducement to
Hindu hushand ....to become a Muslim."
05), Chis i Lahoti

malawruhmml.ordRaanrdKnshna
Ved Vyas, Valmiki, Ramayan and the Gita.
Ofcuur!&asacidx.enjnicew isen-

press his melun ‘on any subject. He has

outthat the Hindu Personal
Law has problems. Justice Yadav's assess-
‘ment that the Muslim Personal Law needs
urgent reforms is also correct. But he has

201
and D' M Dharmadhikari, while refusing to
s Jai inori ined the
robe of the MNational Minority Commission.
‘They said that “the Commission instead of

toalistofr
andmeﬂumheipmsuualmnr]ms

mities for

made a few remarks which are

ually and done away with alto-
neither factually correct nor legally tenable. gth! InAlgmanattwwuawn{mﬂ?].
Justice Yadaw used a shur to if the Allzhabad High

refer to Muslims. He used the “us” versus
“them™ vocabulary to assert that children of
one community were “tolerant” while
young people in “another community had
grown up witnessing animal slaughter”.
His diatribe seems ignorant of the initia-
tives to bring about reforms amongst
Muslims. Syed Abmad Khan, Shibli Nomani
and Muhammad Igbal were well-known
votaries of reforms in Muslim law. The
Muslim clergy led rhz reform process
the

Coulr held that Muslims are no longer a
inUR

In a 2018 verdict, which was later set
aside by a divisional bench, Justice S R Sen
ofthe Meghalaya High Court said that India
ought to have been declared a Hindu na-
nnnHEaslwdfo( the conferment of Indian
C theworld. In
A ‘....mrmm].rh-r i
High Court held that the Ganga and
‘Yamuna were living entities entitled to all

whic D ion rights. & Sup Court
of Muslim Marriages Act,1939. bench led by the then Chief Justice | §
In contrast, Hindu women had towait  Khehar bench stayed this verdict.

till 1955 to get the right to dissolve mar-
riage. Muslim women ahways had a right
m1rhen.tpmperrynurunlyas daughters

The Supremse Court's Restaternent of
Judicial Values, which was adopted by the
Full court on May 71997, talksof reaffirming

(albmrmal irbrothers) but
& th

high street of world commerce.

Trump's protectionist policies, includ-
ing the restriction of student visas, immi-
Eration opportunities, permission o work
in the US and disallowing citizenship
through natural rights are all part of a piece

angSshuul:lthn inapersonal capac-

very inception of klam. Hindu w activity t

this right much later and the daughrer be- uemmlnyamlmahsﬂumappearpam

came a co-parcener only in 2005, ipus that
Justice’ jsi they i

nation igious majori be no act or By him which is un-

I th gority, and i he cooupies and

efExmlMEalrsdermnm than 133

education abroad in 2024. In contrast, as
the AISHE 2021-22 report reveals, merely
46, 878 students — mainly, from Asian and
African countries — are enrolled in India.

While 1 have no inarticulat-
ingmy discomfortwith the colonisation of
our imagination by foreign universities, [
also believe that we need to work on our
ovn academic centres and universities in

Harvard, Cambridge or MIT using his/her Trump has already stirred the waters, espe-  — the only way towin the fight is to notal- not the religious majority, hasarightto  the public esteem in which that office is
sabbatical, and engaging in teaching and ua'llylnli!lalgerd.omamufpullnsrelamd low the opponent into the ring. agovernment. Ina recent by-elec-  held,” itnotes. A judge is not supposed toex-
research in our university. But then, askan o, o, student visa Hznem India we too have some tough tionto the UP assembly, the BJP candidate  pressviews on political matters, Let the law
Mmgz Indlanpmﬂessornra student and issuance, and soon. He i tion-  answer. Why ur highered- won by overone lakhvotes inthe Kundarki — and not the ideological leanings of judges
bition she/hy |sr Heduesmtpamm]arly llheﬁurmgnzrs wcation institutions not the ﬁrslchmceof oonstituency where Muslims arein anu-  determine the outcorme of cases.
r_hzrlshes s to viisit abroad at any cost for row out. are  millionsof: ? Why are merical majority. Moreover, the
demrmnghemusf\l' Mo, it is not areal and sla}mgmmemnnn'ylll.egaﬂy dents to foreign universities? The projected Constituti i Thewriter teaches ¢
ST of ideas. Instead, ms Inthei term, we ight fret i jority totum Thus,a is Wire-Chancellor af Chanakya Netional
like mpmdun\gﬂ\epml:m overthe fac icting visa ac- seastoser 370 billion i can Lo Umiversity, Pmtmo. Viewss are persomnai
itan "western” it cess for Indi b But th by 025, Why this exponential increase?

of the “third waorld™ ! Possibly, more at stake. Thehiggerpin:mneismn As reported in this newspaper, students
m]llaeludzgﬁdzuursehu“encem ing. for PEAS0NS. ing to the US have dropped in num-
e o sbiateng i T pour.  cepteat '“““"i:lﬁ'm“ﬁ:“““..".? e seuy elsewhere e UR Adstsai ang LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

pul ng in Jour- truism.. ryto thisisthe pres-  study elsewhere, the UK, Australia an
nals. Mot solely that. A beading “liberal” pub- ence of Indians worldwide in the field of  Canada. Just wishing for these students to
lic university, as it is believed by many, higher education, as both students and  stay and study in India is not enough. We
pneﬁelsonly pao]:l.eunm PhDs from “for- marhe'rs further extensionof the co-rela- — need to hawe the courage to ask what is the INSULT TO OFFICE eroded consumer purchasing power,
eign” the recruitment of the ....‘.‘.l._—c]ass Ilﬂmn[andnur comparable level of higher education they :Iampzml\gurban mnsnmptu:m and
faculty. A slavish orientation of this kind, just Ind.lan] fetish for and inIndia {EF, most THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No, activity. While
needless to add, demoralises those who tag. smdznlsm the university system in Im:l.la honour' (IE, December 12). Justice I Tt Cuts o

xoked (0

seek toowork in Indian universities, and try
‘o create a vibrant academic culture.

The Indian middle classs anxiety over
any possible change in the US's student in-

areh; ng
spiralling into chaos. American universities

Shekhar Kumar Yadav's speech at a
Vishwa Hindu Panshad event shows

spur growth, the RBI has rightly chosen
patience. I(nee—_]eﬂ(muns rushnrr

order to resist this trend. My discomfort with take policy on account of are great, but without our how he: term data fluc

Think of, for instance, our thi i il i) i is some- students, they won't be for oathofc mgr long-term ic stahility. By keep-
expertisein damagingour Tagore’s Santiniketanis degrees does not mean what understandable. The Ty Indian middle class’s  ong. First, there will be a in letter and spirit. His provocative lan-— ing its policy stance newtral, the RBl re-
own institutions. - that] am pleading for the important question to ask, . . dropin quality; worryi s i ityis  tains flexibility to act decisively when
Rabindranath Tagore's DOWjustanotheraverage oo o Bf the. mind. bm?:m.is?whamuuube anudety over any possible m“:phrightegol s for j ip. Studies have  credibie evi N
Santiniketan — a univer-  University tormented by jneead 1am pleading for the long-term impact of re- change in the US's who g0 on to become fac- shown that members of racial, ethnic,  inflation moderation or deeper growth
sity thatoncestroveforthe  Incal politics and poverty  symmetrical dialogue and stricted access toAmerican  student intake policy on ulty will not be teaching in minarities or vulnerable groups often  challenges, The REI's focus on dusability
oceanic mergerof cultures, ocfpmiasng:c conversation — a re- universities for fOreign sti- e r‘)fTrump talc.ing those universities. This is face harassment, arbitrary and abusive  over expediency serves as a reminder:
and the interplay of sci- N i spectable exchange of dents, including those from 5 what will happen in the treatment, by law enforcing agencies, Suum:lecunummpullcyls not about
ence,artsand aesthetics — nn.amna_nm. Weare ideas between Indianand Ildla’.ﬁnwm:aasacuunlry officeis somewhat long term. India might, on andunfairtreatmentby prosecutorsand — quick fixes but about

is nowy just another aver- wltnummghﬂw the Eurg-American universi- and American uni il dable. The  the other hand, retain the the courts. Suitable action by the workfor stable and inclusive growth.
age university tormented  regime is determined to  ties. In fact, to be gen- in particular have been  important question to  brightest of students, but it Supreme Sankar Paul, Nadia
Ty lncal politics, controver- jte the obil uinely educated is to be deeply enriched by people g won't priate people i [ELS

sial recruitment of vice- wat:;hl‘;:b“mor truly  cosmopolitan. notbomin that country. Ina aﬁmﬁwﬂ higher education ecosys- LR Muermu, News Deffd AN ACCESS QUESTION
chancellors and poverty of INUL DIESS WEReSPECt  Henee [lovetoimaginean sense, one could argue thar BT pern po nurture their excel- B -
pedagogicimagination. O, our mstitutions, Indian student pursuing America is great because its impact of restricted lence. Whatever it did hawe ‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'No, your  THIS REFERS TO the article, The young
for that matter, i ger adcquane funds, humanities/social sci- universities are great. With ac0ess to American — and it did at one time, honour (IE, Decernber 12) The recent re- maymtadapt‘{[E December 12) There
nessing how the present we cannot prevent ences from, say, Varanasi the advent of the knowl- uni\’crsil:i{‘.ﬂﬁ)rﬁ:mign since 5o many exceptional mark made by sitting High the writer's pro-
regime is determined to N or Kochi studying Ashis edge economy, those who i q talents have emerged from Court Justice Shekhar Kumnar Yadaw pusal that demands further sorutimy—
write the obituary of  youngmindsfom poo liomirine produce knowdedgeneces-  Students including g0y o T e indic raisesmajorissues regardingjudicialim-  digital inequity. The article adeptly pro-
Jawaharlal Mehru leaving India. Bauman, Bipan Chandra sarily stay ahead of those those from India? widuals, who have excelled partiality. His comments ataVishwa  poses sophisticated technological
University that began its i who consume in various fields across the Hindu Parishad where he anded-
journey with great prom- or for that matter, Kalidas Without the cutting-edge Elobe, will progressively be framed issues through an "us” versus mﬂmmymmﬂess.nmr-
ise because of excellent as well as Shakespeare. | intellect of international dzva]ne:lby NEF's formula “them” lens, L it unequal
teachi himsocial sciences, lib- — wantthe i uni- stu:l.en‘rj. noE to rn!ntinnthe super bright  fordil disciples ar secular values. Shouldn't the Supreme :lqgmlaccess.whch could underming
eral arts, i i s and lifie sci- iti “high-q ',..,ui,..jwr- dia_American  ings into unproductive and nonspecific Court take swift action to preserve the  the efficacy of these strategies. Across
elu:ul.h]esswe respect our own institu-  nals, and acquire the c over time, are likely tolose the  knowledge domains. validity ofitsjudicial systemand tosafe-  India's diverse socio economic land-

funds for teaching
al\d resean:'h. and create an environment
conducive to academic freedom and dig-
nity of teachers and students, we cannot
prevent young minds from leaving Indiain
search of better fortunes,

Further, this ohsessive craze for foreign
universities cannot be combated unless we
— Imean teachers and educators — acquire
the courage to decolonise our conscious-
‘ness, intermgate the hieranchy of cvilisa-
tions that the likes of Thomas Babington
Macaulay propagated, and trust our own

the*stars™ of Oxford and an:emnw pul:»
lish their papers. lwant [ndian students to
question the existing inequality in the ac-
ademic transaction, and enrich themselves
inawaythatwith absolute pride and con-
fidence they can say: “Well, | am doing my
PhD from Delhi School of Economics; or |
am applying for a teaching position in
Jadavpur University.”

Will it be possible? O, or are we con-
demned to exist like academic beggars?

Thewriter taught at JNL

edge under a protectionist regime.

The 21st century began with the hope
of a newrworld order in which societies be-
£an to move twards a more equitable in-
ternational ecosystem. The last 10 years,
however, have witnessed backtracking on
the progress achieved earlier. This is dis-
‘maying. For long now, we have heard the
West tell us, through bodies like GATT,
WTO, World Bank, and 50 on, that free trade
was the way forward for all countries to
profit and prosper. Once the West began to
experience the adverse effects of “free

Mations act in their own interest and
t.hans undersrandab]e But the world of

and its ex azero-

gualdnumnlyr@hts’ﬂwmnmmusl
niok bum i h;

scape, many children remain b-ene& of

basic intermet access, makir

inthese

sum game. Throughout history, ideas hawve
travelled to enrich history. Historians and
chroniclers travelled the world and told sto-
ries while learning new ones. They spread
knowledge and culinary and cultural prac-
tices. Ironically, the world was more one
then than it is now.

The writer teaches at Rarmjos college,
University of Delhi

apapar.indianaxprem .. .

ey focus on discussing
I||e citizens' rights with faimess.
Anshu Bharti, Bezusmal

THE LONG GAME
‘THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Don’t lean

on the RBI(IE, December 12}, Inflation,
now above the RBI's tolerance band, has

areas. To rectify this, it is crucial that any
discussion on content regulation in-
clurdes mobust measures tobridge the dig-
focus on content curation but also en-
sure that digital tools are accessible and

society.
Ayush Dwived, ew Delli
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What is Disease X and why the
world should prepare for it

COVIDHY i regarded as the first instance of a real Disease X. When SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown pathogen causing a global pandemic, it

exemplified the scenario that Disease X wis meant to represent

L Aravinda

The story so far

b recent outbreak reported in
the first week of Decembser
2024 in the Democratic

Republic of Congo, which has
claimed over 400 lives and remains
unclassified, has rlsed concerns that it
could be an instance of Disease X, This
unsettling event has relgnited discussions
about Disease X, Disease X is not an
actual but & hypothetical disease. The
World Health Organkzation (WHO) colned
the term in 2018 to describe an unknown
pathogen that could potentially unleash a
devastating epldemie or pandemibe. It was
conceptualised by the WHO to prepare
fior Future outhreaks that are difficult 1o
predict or identify, While investigations
continue to determine the cause in
Congo, the outbreak underscores the
importance of Disense X.

WHO's priority list of pathogens?
COVIDAD §s widely regarded ns the first
Instance of a real Disease X after the WHO
introduced the coneept in 2008, When
SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown
pathogen causing a global pandemde, it
exemplified the scenario that Disease X
WIS MEant o represent - an
unpredictable, novel thremt requiring
rapld global response and adaptation,
The concept of Disease X traces its origing
i the afvermath of the West African Ebola
epidemic of 2004-2006, which resulted in
over 10,000 deaths and revealed
significant gaps in global epldemic
preparedness. After the outbreak, the
WHO brought together schentists and
pubdic health experts to address how
fuature outhreaks of similar scale could be
prevented.

Thie WHO's priority list of pathogens is
a strategic ool published in 2008 that is
designed to focus global attention and
reseuirces an thie maost serous infectious
disease threats, This list kentih

k.

Swith Lomplis belng taken for & COVID-19 test., File T

asyer-undiscovered pathogen capable of
sparking a global health erlsis, The WHO
included it in the Blueprint for Priority
Diseases in 2008 to focus an the risks of
emerging disenses that seience hus yet to
encounter, The term sits at the
Intersection of two categories (among
fousr) popularised by Donaled Rumafeld's
matrix: “known unknowns® (threats we
are aware of but cannot fully understand)
and “unknown unknowns” (threas we

Hieolih

are not aware of and und, ). Disease
X embodies both, as it acknowledges the
likelihood of a future pandemic without
specifying when, where, or how it might
arise,

The potential culprits behind Disease X
are varied, It orlginates from Pathogen X,
which could be a virus, a bacterium, a
parasite, fungl, helminths, or even a prion

A misfolded proteln eapable of enusing
severe neurological diseases, Historical
data supports this uncertainty. Sinee 1940
{from where suthentle records are

diseases that have epidemic or pandemic
potential for which there are insufficient
or o medical countermeasures such s
vaccines or treatments, The need for such
a list wrkses from the urgeney to guide
research and development, allocate
fanding, and enhance preparedness. It
helps policymalers, |

ilable), hers have identified
maore than 300 emerging infectious
diseases, about 70H of which have
woonotic origing, meaning they are
transmitted fram animaks (o humans, This
process, known as zoonotie spillover, i
alften linked to human encroachment on
wikdlife habitats, deforestation, and the

health arganisations prioritdse i'|!!l|'|¥
toward controlling the diseases, The
current list (not exhaustive ) includes
Ebola virus disease, Marburg virus
disease, Lassa fever, Nipah virus, Rift
Valley fever, Crimean-Congo
haemaorrhagle fever, Zika virus, and
Disease X, Each of these pathogens has
been Hagged due to factors like high
maortality rates, potentlal for rapld spread,
and the lack of adequate preventive or
therapeutic options.

What is Disease X?
Disease X is not a specific lness but a
pliceholder for an unpredictable and

L ieation of agriewlure, Meanwhile,
the growing risks of antimicrobilal
reslstance, bioterrorism, and accidental
lub lenkes ncld further layers of
unpredictabilicy.

Patterns in emerging diseases

‘While the exact nature of Disease X
remains unknown, epidemiological
patterns provide critical insights into how
mew diseases emerge and spread, The
emergence of viruses such as HIV, SARS,
MERS, and Ebola was closely linked w
ecologleal disruptions caused by human
activity, Deforestatbon, urbanisation, and
climate change have pushed humans and
wildlife into eloser contact, inereasing the

l of puthegen o
Epidemiologists estimate that over 1.7
million undiscovered viruses exist in
welldlifie, with hundreds of thousands
potentially capable of infecting I'mmam.
The frequency of novel cutbreak:
Inereased significantly since the lnld -20th
century, reflecting a combination of
emdronmental, demographic, and global
factors,

Regions with high bodiversity and
madequeane healtheare systems, lke the
Congo Bagin, are partiewlarly vulnerable,
The Interconnectedness of our workd,
with frequent international travel and
trade, makes it easter for localised
outbreaks to escalate into pandemics, as
seen with COVIDHS, While epidemiology
eannt predict the exact moment or
source of Disease X, it can help identily
higherisk regions and behivdours that
inerease the likelihood of its emergence,

Challenges of predicting Disease X
Foreeasting the next Disease X s
daunting, as iis emergence depends on
numereus unpredictable factors.
Zoomotic disenses are the most Hkely
source, ghven thelr history of driving
maijor epidemics, However, other
soenarios, such as pathogens mutating to
evade treatment, laboratory mishaps, or
deliberate biological attacks, cannat be
ruled out. Climate change ks also
reshaping disease fuslon

an unpredictable, novel threat requiring rapid global response and ackaptation

hosts and environments,

The sheer number of potential
pathogens wdds to the complexity,
Sclentists estimate that only a fraction of
viruses capable of nfecting humans have
been identified, leaving a vast pool of
unknown thrests. Genomie sequencing
and artificlal intelligence are beginning o
play an mportant role in narrowing this
vast field of possibilities, but even with
these tools, predicting the exact origin,
timing, and behaviour of Disease X
remaing out of reach. What is certain,
homwever, s that the conditions that gave
rise to pandemics like COVID-ID and SARS
continue to exist, making the emergence
of Disense X a question of when, not I

At the heart of preparation s the need
for robust survelllance systems to detect
new cutbreaks early. Advances in
genomic sequencing, artificial
Intelligence, and real-time data sharing
are essenitinl tools for developing
diagnosties, therapewtics, and vaccines,
Strengthening healtheare infrastructure,
particubirly in low. and middledneome
countries, ks also cruclal, Organlsations
like the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEP) are now
Investing in “prototype pathogen™
platforms that can be adapted to targe
unknown disenses within 100 days of
theelr identification,

Need for global collaboration
Fighting Disease X will require an
unprecedented bevel of international
cooperation. The WHO's ongoing efforts,
such as its Hst of priority pathogens and
the proposed Pandemic Treaty, alm o
foster a undfied global response o health
emergencles. These injtlatives recognise
that pandemics do not respect borders
and that fragmented efforts will be
Insufficlent to counter a threat as elusive
4 Disease X, Governments must work
together to share data, pool resources,
anel ensure eou BECESS [0
mgnostics, treatments, and vaccines,

‘The outbreak in the DRC serves as a
sbering reminder of the risks the workd
faces, Disease X is no longer a distant
hypothetical but an urgent call to action,
By strengthening public health systems,
Investing In research and Innovation, and
fostering ghobal solidarity, the world can
prepare for the unpredictible and
safeguard future generations from the
devastating consequences of the next
pandemie. Frameworks like the Nagoya
Protocol, which ensure equitable sharing
of benefits from genetic resources, could
be expanded 1o include biological
materkils like pathogens, It woukd
promate global collaboration, ensuring
fair access to research and medical
countermeasures during outbreaks. A
novel disease amywhere is a threat wo
Everyone.

(o, €. inda is an academic and

expanding the range of vector-borne
Ulnesses like malariy and dengue fever
while pushing pathogens W adapt to new

riblic health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
aravindaaltmsrithotsmell com)

Sweetened drinks ‘increase risk of cardiovascular diseases’

1, Sujutha

large-scale study in Sweden has
A suggested that consuming

sweetened drinks significantly
increases the risk of serious
cardiovascular disease, An occasional
treat is neceptable, though, the study hus
ackded,

Researchers studying the effects of the
consumption of different types of sugar on
health risks have found that generally
higher sugar intake raises the risk of
certain cardiovascular diseases. Sugary
drinks in particular carry higher risks,
Extremely low sugar consumption s also
assockited with poorer cardiovascular
healith. The study indicated that the lowest
risks of cardiovascular diseases were
found among people who ate occasional
treats, The selentists sdvocute avolding
fiezy drinks, since such beverages have
excessive added sugar that can increase
thie risk of stroke oF anewryam, heirt
fathere, and atdal fbrillation.

Source of the sugar
“Thae most striking finding from our study
i the divergent relationship between
different sources of wdded sugar and
cardiovaseular disease risk," said Suznne
Janal, Phid candidate at Lund University
and eorrespanding suthor of the article in
Frontiers in Pullic Health, "This surprising
contrast highlights the importance of
considering not just the amount of sugar
consumed, but fts source and context,”
M. Jamaed sk,

(47}

K

Thet lowest risks of cardiovascular diseases
ware found among pecple who ate occasional
Aredts, OETTY INADES

The sclentists collected data from two
aithier studies : the Swedish
Mammaography Cohort and the Cohort of
Swedish Men, which included diet
questionnakres administered In 1997 and
2008, allowlng for menitoring
participants' dbets over time.

They booked at three classes of sugar
consumption - wppings such as honey, a
s A treat, or sweetened beverages
fizzy drinks. - and seven
eardiovascular diseases: two different
types of stroke, heart attacks, heart
fnilure, aortic aneurysms, atrial
fibrillation, and aortic stenesls,

The participants were monitored wnil
they died, were diagnosed with ene of the
eardbovascular diseases, or reached the
end of the Follow-up period in 2009, The

research found that during the study
period, 25,730 partlelpants were
diagnesed with a cardiovascular disease,

Sweet drinks increase risk

The data helped w break down how the
different types of sugar intake affect the
risk of different cardiovaseular diseases,
The analysls showed that consuming more
sweetened drinks significantly increased
the risk of ischaemic stroke, heart filure,
atrlal fibrillation, and abdominal aortic
aneurysm.

“Ligpubd sugars found in sweetened
beverages make you feel less full,
potentially leading to overconsumption,”
M, Janed said.

Different cardiovascular diseases were
atfected differently by increased sugar
intake, possibly because consuming
additional slutm affected participans’
ndividual risk profles differemtly,
Increased sugar in general radsed the risk
of lschaemic stroke and abdominal sortic
aneurysm, us well as | ing the risk of

T Innchi, the stucly resonates with our
Food hubis, which include o lirge
consumption of sweets and
carbobydrates, "Carbohydrates are not
Inberently harmiul. One should pay
attention o the type and the amount
consumed, which can increase the risk of
heart disease,” said G. Sengottuvelu,
clinbeal bead, Structural Heart Dsease
Programme at Apollo Hospitals,

“Excess carbobydrates in the form of
sugars and refined carbs may be more
harmiul than dietary fats. Added sugars,
sugary beverages, or processed foods can
contribute to obesity and metabolic
syndrome, which is linked with insulin
reststance, high triglyeerides, and low
HIM, (good cholesterol),” he added.

They are associated with increased
visceral fat deposition and acceleraved
atherosclerosls, Insulin reslstince causes

systemic inflammation with progression of

e formation, the specialist expl;
Government Omandurar Multl Super

heart Eailure in particlpants with a normal
EMI. However, the highest risks of a
negative health outcome arose in the
lorwest intake category for treats,
Ocensional treats were associated with
betber outcomes than no treats at all,

Low intake not beneficial

“While our ohservational study cannot
establish causition, these findings suggest
thut extrermely low sugar intake may not
b necessary or be i
cardiovascular heal

I Huospital dietician Meenakshl
Bajaj saded though the Indian dictary
puidelines Hmit added sugars o 10% of the
daily energy requirement, some dieticians
recommend stricter restrictions given
Irsdiuns’ chigposition to metabolic diseases.
“Traditonal Incian sweets contaln not just
sugars but also nuts, milk, seeds, trans
Futs, and spturnted fits that prevent
overconsumption, but this s not so with
sugar-sweetened beverages, They could be
replaced with herb infused water, tender
coconuts, and fresh unsweetened
home-minde juices,” she added,

A dengue preventon camp in Chinnal, FILE soTe

Tackling the
challenge of
seasonal
illnesses

Serena Josephing M,

In October 2024, Tamil Nadu's State
Pubilic Health Laboratory (SPHL) took 4
closer look at cases of fever caused by
respiratory viruses, An analysis of 326
resplentory samples from patients with
nfluenza-like ilvess (LD across 38
districts found that 75.4% of respiratory
illnesses in children and adults were
eaused by Influenz A and B vinses,
Respiraory Syncytial Virus A and B were
also commenly detected among patients
with ILL

Every year, seasonal ilnesses keep
doctors and public health muthorites
busy, But certain disease patterns have
become clearer, "We have observed some
obwious patterns, One is in vector-borne
diseases that have a very specific trend, Ii
starts after August and goes up o Jansary,
‘This has been the trend for the last three
. There may be o small rise from one
ar o another, but the wemd |5
continuing. The increases may be due 1o
erratie ralnfall or more rains,” T. 5,
Sebvavinmyagam, Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine, said.

Next are acute diarrhoenl disenses,
oceurring in and around May, "Cases peak

froan April to June, We have some clusters +

s well due to local water issues,”
“Airborne diseases - respiratory
Infections — rise during the winter season,
‘There iy a small rise in seasonal flu in
March too. But otherwise, cases are seen
throughout the year,” Dr. Selvavinayagam
added, This year, mumps was a cause for
concern.

There has been a steady How of
patients with fever o hospitals over the
lnst few months, Suresh Kumar,
consultant, infectious diseases, Apolla
Hespitals, sabd cases of HINDand H3N2
were comimon. “We ane seeing more cises
of echilunguya, Cases hive been
surfacing over the last theee to four
maonths and hive picked up in the kst few
weseks, Fever cases started to rise
following rains in November," he sabd, A
Jot of patients whao hadd flu and cold were
experiencing lack of taste and loss of
appetite, he sald,

Janani Sankar, medical director, Kanchi
Kamaboti CHILDS Trust Hospital, said:
“We saw several cases of mycoplasma
infections over the list month, This does
not respond to commonly preseribed
antiblotics, These infections are a cause
for concern this season,” she said,

he saiel,

Abever survelllance camp, nLE PeoTo
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PF aswipeaway

ATM withdrawals to cut bureaucratic delays

HE Labour Ministry’s initiative 10 enable

Employees’ Pmnl:l‘nl Iﬂ.ln.d (‘l‘gan!sa‘um

(EPFO)sub i s direct-

Iy from ATMs by 2025 i a landmark step

toward simplifying sodal security This
Mmmwﬁfmlhlmofmwh!d&
& blic service toenk wyand
ity Cune'\ﬂ\ EPFOwithdrawals mmmdl:n procedur-
al delays, taking up to 10 days for funds to reflect in bank
accounts. The proposed PF withdrawal cards aim to elim-
inate such red tape, providing real-time sccess to funds.
However, prudence prevails with the capping of with-
drawals at 50 per cent of the total balance, ensuring finan-
clal diseipline and safeguarding long-term savings The
lbroader agenda under EFFO 3.0, which indudes increas-
ingeontribution limits and comventing provident fund sav-
ings into peun.ns. indicates the gmmrts commit-
ment tomodemi ul:u.urll'\' al

wedlwith India’ db;

mnamlmse af living for its workfoeon, u.hmh has swelled
by 70 million EPFO members since 2017,

Inarelated welcome step, the ministry is fimmlising a
scheme for gig and platform workers, who often remain
exchuded from traditional employeremployee arrange-
ments. The inclusion of this rapidly growing workforee
in social securitynets, with benefitslike health coverage
and financial aid, is a vital stride in formalising labour

o d addressing fi 1efi el

These measures signal a shift toward a technology-
driven welfare framework. By reducing human inter-
vention and operational inefficiencies, the government
underscores its commitment toimproving citizen-cen-
trie services. While challenges likeimplementation bur-
dles and awareness gaps must be addressed. the poten-
tial benefits far outweigh them, Ulimately, this is not
merely a technological upgrade but a profound leap
toward equity and convenience in labour welfare, fos-
tering trust in public institutions and bolstering the
workforce's resilience.

Dishonourable
Allahabad HC judge has done a big disservice

NLY a strong institutional response will
serve the cause of justice following the
communally charged remarks by a judge
of the Allahabad High Court, Demands
havebeen put forth for an inquiry against
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav, suspenzion ofhisjudicial
work and even impeachment. The Supreme Court has

Musings on a book and a movie

Both ‘Autocrats’ and ‘Amaran’ offer |nS|ghtsmto authoritarian leadership, fear and unity

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULID RIBERO

dear wife, who

left this world

when she was 84,

used to bemoan

the rigours of old

age. My reaction to her lament

was always the same — "What is

the alemative”™ I would ask.

Deeath answered the query, while

the one sheleft behind occupies

himselfby readingand watching

movies on television. A book 1

read and a movie | saw last week

absorbed my time and my atten-

tion. I write on my reflections on
that book and the film,

The ouster of the Syrian

Strongman, Bashar al-Assad, by

rebels in his DN'I munl:y

Rajivisassertion that the “word
authoritarian does not convey
the immense harm that an all-
pervasive atmosphere of fear
does to a society” attracted my
attention. Since such an element
of fear does preva i today in the
mnﬂsulhmmwm&um

prompted me
My neighbour Mona Roy h.nd
sent me a book titled "Autocrats
— Charigna, Power and thetr
Lives” written by her family
friend Rajiv Dogra, a distin-
guished Indian Rwreign Service
officer, now retired. Dogra is a
scholar and a writer. Two of his
previous (he has written seven)
books When Borders Bleed” and
*Durand’s Curse” ane a miust read.

When reading his latest book

of our bek try, Iread his
book with more care than nor-
mal The book had a profound
effect on me and [ would recom-
mend that it be read by all com-
patriots who think and gquestion.

The miodem authoritarians cult
of persomality, brinstance, cn be
compared to that of the ancient
Roman emperors, like Nero and
Caligula, who were deified by
theircompatriots. In the 2th cen-
tury, Benito Mussolini of Raly had

A Lot fed-
ing that he had Narendra Modi
in sight. But Rajiv is a trained
diplomat, unlike me, a police-
man who served for four full
years as Amb Jor without

his image 1 on every bar
of soap so that none would or
could forget him eveniin the bath.

1did not find any reference to
Modi in the book. Was that

any grounding in diplomacy.
Incidentally, Rajiv Dogra was
Ambassador to Romania, simmul-
tanecusly accredited to Albania
and Maldova, as | alsowas a few
years earlier. The inteligentsia
in Romania recogrised him as a
scholar He was honoured with
an honorary dodorate by the
University of Oradea and made

i pl atwoark? Or did the
author want his readers to draw
their own conclusions?  He
does mention Indira Gandhi,
“‘who did not flinch at anything
to maintain berself in power
even if her actions proved a
danger to democracy.”

Dogra lists some characteris-
tics of an sutocrat which “should
betaken as a sign of worry™
1. Belief that he or she is spe-

an honorary professor in the
University of Targovi

a._.‘gliddmmf?obza

HARMFUL: An element of fear does prevall today in the minds of the minority population of o country. /i

What [ worry about is
thespread of fearand
divisiveness ina
multi-religious,
multi-cultural society
that has been
spawned by our
presentregime.

2 Iackal‘«l!]:llh) l':rd.h“
3. Newd fir

pludits than curses. Yet, he
detained for two years many
political opponents and allowed
only one party, one newspaper,
one trade union and one lan-
guage. Rajiv condudes that "the
quest for a benevolent, all per-
forming dictator has mare often
than not led toa bitter dead end.”

That there are many similari-
ties that can be listed in the
actions taken by strongmen in
the course of history is an
accepled condusion that resd-
ers will draw on reading "Auto-
erats”. The author has meticu-
lously studied their doings and
their differing personalities and
family backgrounds, The fads
will fascinate studentsof history
and politics, alike. Even cursory
meaders like me will benefit from
the knowledge that the book so
Tucidly disseminates.

Applying this knowledge to

4 Obsessve sense of self-
importance.

Rajiv mentions many world
leaders through the ages with
sutocratic  tendencies.  Some
could even be described as
tyrants or dictators, but all were
suitoorats, Hitler, of course, leads
the pack. as does Mussoling, On
the other end of the saale is Lee
Kwan Yew of Singapore, whose
balancing act in a camouflaged
dictatorship, earned him more

i
Iy Narendra Modi, I would not
pace him in the slots allotted to
tyrants and dictators. He is
authoritarian alright. So was
Indira Gandhi. Does India need
an authoritarian lesder to steer

our democracy? My view i it
does. What [ worry about is the
spn.-od of fear and divisiveness
in a multireligious, multi-cul-
tural sodety that has been
spawnid by the present regime.
Will that lead the country o

muspe’nl)'dnd greatness? [ har-
bour serious doubts on this
score. Of course, time alone will
tell But can the country afford
the price tis bound topay at the
end? Can the caste divisions,
embedded in the culture of the
majority, be surmounted so that
the B0 per cent-strong majority
becomes one, as intended?

While mulling over the answers
tovmy own quiestions, 1 found that
oy evesi ght would not allow meto
read for mone than three hours at
atime. My need to keep my mind
oceupied ked me to the television.
The fine print of the written word
s substituted by pictorial regre-
sentations of life on tdevision.

1 fournd a movie titled "Amaran”
made in Tamil Nadu by keading
maovers of the state's fllm indus-
try. I saw the film dubbed in Eng-
lish. I could refate tothe scriptand
the story becase it was based on
the courage and devotion to duty
of an army officer, Major Mukund
Vardharajan of the Rajput Regi-
ment, seconded for duty © the #
Rashtriya Rifles, which operates
mainly in Jammu & Kashmir to
ke temronists in check.

My friend Rahul Bose, the actor,
had abig part 1o play in the movie,
but the princpal charcter was a
Hindu Tamilian of ficer rarvied to
a Malayali Christian girl, whomhe
had met while theywere students
in Vellore Chrristian College. Thear
travails in getting their respective
parents toconsent o an inter-faith
urion was compounded by the
et that the mothers of both the
bay and the grl wene not happy
with the protagonist's choice of a
career in the army.

The rapport of the officerwith
his own men was built on his
determination to lead them per-
sonally in battle, unlke the
Duke of Plaza Torro, “wholed his
regiment from behind whenev-
e there was any fighting.”

Thoved the film and the message
of patriotism, true qualities of
bm!mhip.oewe-lmuu intereli

grous amity it exuded. Readers
:shwlilsn it. And [ wish that my
country's acknowledged leader,
PM Modi, sees it and mecom-
rerds it to his faithful followers.

sought details of the controversial speech amid protests
that this brazen violation of the code of conduct casts
doubts on the judiciary’s independence and neutrality.
Addressing an event organised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad on the Uniform Civil Code, Justice Yadav said
the country would funetion as per the wishes of the
majority. Replete with communal surs, his speech also
alluded to the media attention it would generate, Aline
]'nshem crossed, and what's worse, all too know: mg]y
fality is th ofthe Constit
the mule of law: An individual who has taken cath to
uphaold these principles making an exhibition of his pre}
udices does a huge disservice to both his constitutional
role and the judicial system. The impact is not confined
to communal urrest; it erodes public faith in the judidas-
ry@ integrity A denial or a rebuttable will not suffice.
be o The top the expecta-
tionis, will send a firmmessage on what isnot acceptable.
A Supreme Court Benchis observations after its suo
motu cognisance of cbjectionable remarks by a Kar-
nataka High Court judge need reiteration. The percep-
tion of justice toevery segmentof sochety, it said, was as
important as the rendition of justics. It was intrinsie for
judges to be aware of their own predispositions, it not-
e, because it was only on the basis of such awareness
that they could remain truly faithful todeliver chjective
and fair justice. Hear, hear, Justice Yadav.

e

The deadliest foe of democracy is not autocracy but liberty frenzied. — ow Hermann Katn

Moments ofsunny
sideupin 1971 war

CoL Bimai Brania (Rem)

} SPOT of hurnour, a witty remark or the oddity of asitu-
ation are priceless in war, Two days afler my 20th birth-
in the trenches, the balloon went upwith Pakistan's
multiple raids deep inside India by F86 Sabre jets. Our aircraft
responded in full measume. One of our fighters returning from
amission jettisoned anempty drop tank overus. Alone farmer
nearby appeared amused: " Duje wich kudya hona® (pilot must
have jumped into the other aircraft)!

During our advance to Shakargarh, the Company Comman-
der Major Kohli, was summoned to the rear, requiring me to
Readd, Around 4 am, having covered 20 km, we came under
heavy fire. Just before daybreak, I found the Brgade Com-
md.l'ltlLT beside me, accompanied by the Commanding Of ficer
Ik 1 him on the extent.of fire (tracer projectiles are visible

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

CBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, SATUR DAY, DECEMBER 13, 1924

The Kohat Findings —111

THE most most extraordinary conchusion anrived atby the Spedal
Magistrate, and which isvitually enclorsed by the Government of
India, is that the authorities dic all or very nearly all that could be
expected of them in the dreumstances. The former records the
deliberate opinion that “reasonable measunes were taken o aver
the outbreak,” characterises as inacourate and misleading the Hin-
du staternent that the authorities did nothing to stop looting or
burmning, and finds justification for the order tothe toops tostand
byinstead of actually stopping looting incencliari . inthefol-
lowing words:="The authorities had to keep in mind a possible
descent by the tribes and to retain a reserve to deal with such an
eventuaity should # eccur. Had this happened, the Kohat nots
might well have developed into a small frontier war That it was
averted is a tribute to the authorities, and a point that has not
received sufficient pubBeity” “While the Govemment of Inclia,”
says the latter, “have beenable, in the light of after events to point
out. instances where a different course of action would have bn11
‘wiser, l.'hwdesnL it to be clearly that the

in dark). That he was kneeling beside me showed that war isa
great leveller, driving people to mother earth’.

“Trm Sukhi Chand, but they call me Dukhi Chand,” is how a
senior officer of a sister battalion introduced himself in a
moonlit night as lindicited the route for his battalion.

Andy, ry busddy, setabout brewing tea andthe billowing smoke
attracted a few sabres. That's when the pludcy Kohli pidked upa
slug and Sung it towards me, Binny catch, garam hai® (s hot).

Early inoculation proved valusble Resting with my back
against atree after the first night's artiery pounding, my eyves
opened tothe splattering of a sabre's front guns, as 1 vaulted for
cover, Lesson: Artillery shells come whistling. Sabres scream,
but skimming the earthat treetop level, make a silent approach,

Trapped in a narrow village lane by a sabre that came in for
the kill my patrol’s evasive actions flustered the pilot, making
multiple runs. If only he had the sense to come in along the
lane, he would have sighted and skewered us easily. This was
like schoolchikdren playing hide and seek.

Ordemed to check the depth of the Bein river skirting Pak-
istan's stronghold, a night patro] went up and lay prone, Kohli
whispened to sepoy Swaran Singh to check. He moved up,
plonked into the river and scumied back, “Kini hai?" (how
much) asked Kohli. "Thale gilla e, belt sbdci hai,” imy bottom
is wet, the belt dry) he reported in unprintable chaste Punjabi.

An enthusiastic officer stripped the rifle of a captured Pak-
istani soldier Unable to reassemble the rifle, frantic alls o

foced 1 ge. The loss
of life and property in these riots was deplorally great, but the
prowocation that started the rioting was so grave, the retaliation so
fierce and the whole envi s0 infk ble, that without
coolness and courage on the part of the authorities, the loss might
L'anl} have boen far greater, Credit is due tothem for localising the
in Khat and & restrain-
i:mtﬂ'll: ar tribesmen from d ding upon Kohat"

the FW unnerved him. “Just open his blindfold and
ask him to assembleit,” Kohli advised helpfully.

Stout and evercheerful, Gurdial Singh made light of a
sabre’s fusillade on us, then zooming up and disgorging
bombs., "Lid kar gage,” (he's evacuated), I is hewho mustered
his sectiontowhitewash a mosque inthe adjoining Baclwal vil-
lageafter the ccasefire and won many hearts.

My unit was § MAHAR and the Indian Army is full of such
gutsy and spirited men.

DITOR

A world free of n-warfare
Refer to ‘A Nobel plea”; the 2024 Nobel
Peace Prize awarded to Nihon Hidankyo
serves asa poignant reminder of the devas-
tating consequences of nuclear warfare. As
we reflect on the catastrophic events of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the ongoing wars
in Ukraine, West Asia and other parts of the
workld highlight the devastating impact of
conflict on human lives. The threat of
muclear escalation looms large and the
international community must take collec-
tive action to prevent such a catastrophe.
Experience underscores the importance of
abolishing nuclear weapons, Let us join
forces to create a world where nuclear
weapons are a relic of the past and where
the prospect of peace, security and human
dignity is within reach for all

SANIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Go by spirit of Constitution

With reference to 'Case for secularism’;
Indiais a confluence of many religions, cul-
tures, languages, civilisations and diversi-
fied geographical phenomena. It is the sec-
ular character of the Constitution that
brings it all together. Comparing this with
any other country will be incorrect. But
individuals and political parties, in their
bid to survive and grab power, promote dif-
ferences among the masses. The ruling
BJFR, even in abszence of any viable policies
for the economic and secial uplift of the
poor, achieved prominence solely because
of its communal drive against the minori-
ties. Educated youth are without jobs.
Growing economic and social disparities
are gaining dangerous levels. The courts
should also be conseious of the spirit of the
Constitution while dealing with cases relat-
ed to secular aspects.

A

If private
space exploration, the benefits may be con-
fined to a few wealthy nations. Furthermone,
the private race to the moon is not solely driv-
en by curlesity but also has military and
geopalitical ramifications. Space exploration
should adopt a global coperative a pproach,
ensuring fair outcomes and avoiding imbal-
ances caused by mdustrialisation on earth.

CHANCHAL 5 MANN, UNA

Judicial integrity must
Apn:pcsllm- news report Oppmmunlesmﬁ
to ial remarks",
the judge m:uh- insensitive comments about
the Musli ity and its practices and
used offensive language againstit. Risnot the
first time that he has garnered attention for
his controversial words. Earlier too, his oral
remarks in court, and even judgments, have
made headlines. Such staternents can under-
mine public trust in the judiciary and raise
questions over its inbegrity. That the apex
court has taken note of this inddent and
sought details of the speech is a welcome
move. People may argue about freedom of
speech but the fact is that a udges impartial
conduct in office and during public events
should be above reproach .

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Community-driven approach

Apropos of Reimagining anti-drug strategies
in Haryana"; the state’s innovative anti-<drug
strategy demonstrates the power of a compas-
sionate, ommunitydriven approach to
addressthe issue of substance abuse. The key
tothis initiative i the active involvement of
local communities, village-level committees
and volunteers working together with the law
enforcement  agencies and  healthaare
pmudms. o ensure timely interventions,

AN, APy
Cooperative space exploration

Refer to A new & private race to the moon;
the article highlights India's Rs 1,000-crore
mvestment in space startups. While private
space venlures can speed up technological
progress, they also raise concems. Like the
dimate crisis caused by rapid industrialisa-
tion, exploiting space resources could deepen

centres and helplines have
hvnmwl with. afocuson treating addic-
tion as a health i issie rather Lh:m a mmmu]
offense. B it b i
and rehabilitation, Haryana has set a bench-
mark for other states. This forward-thinking
model not only combats drug addiction, but
also fosters a supportive environment for
recovery and resilience.

BADHWAR, R OHTAK

Leqiers jo the Editor, typedin doubile space, should nol exceed the 200-wond lmi.
These should be cogently witlen and can e sert by e-mall te: Lotters@tribunemall.com



SIDDHARTH PANDEY
HISTORIAN & CULTURAL CRIMIC

VER since the
Israeli invasion of
Palestine entened
its new chapler kast
wear, [ have been in
touch with a friend Bving in
West Bank, who runs a
farmous schaal there, We have
known each other from our
university days at Cam-
bridge, where we did our
PhDs together While depart-
ing, I was gifted a lovely
oceramic cup by her embls-
zoned with elegantly swirling
floral motifs rendered in
earthly hues. The object has
sat on my desk for the past
frve years, holding my sta-
tionery and, thereby, by
imagination together, often
reminding me of the school
that my sole Pulestinian
acqual ntance runs
Every time [ have written
or recorded a message of con-
cern and prayer for her and
her family, Thave felt the lan-
guage falling short of its pur-
pose, even though it remains
the fundamental means fo
communicate one's feelings.
In our latest conversation,
my friend assured me that
she and her family were safie
and away from the conflid
zome. But she added a
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aveat: that the ongoing
genocide and itz escalating
harrors have robbed her of
any feeling of enjoyment of
even the most basic privi-
leges. Thus, having water,
electricity, shelter and every-
thing else has injected a per-
manent sense of ‘guilt’ in
her, making her question
whatever she possesses,

Anyonewith even aniotaof
sensitivity can relate with
such a predicament, albeit
from one's own context, We
have, most unfortunately,
reached a point in our evolu-
tion as a species where there
is hardly anything that can-
not potentially fall under the
ambitof ‘privilkege’. Suchane
the increasing inequalities
and inequities that now, even
to breathe clean air or have a
window with the view of a
healthy landscape  comes
with a premium.,

Consequently, over the last
few years, the word ‘privi-
lege itsell has garnered an
astonighingly bad reputa-
tion. Unless fully and
repeatedly acknowledged, it
has also ineluctably got
associatedwith being * polit-
ically incorrect’.

Tellingly, in my experi-
ence, an honest acknowl
edgement of one's where
wit hal also doesn't
necessarily guarantee the
absence of negative oiti-
dam — sudch is the immoral-
ity sutomatically expressed
Iy the term ‘privilege’

A fair amount of this criti-
dam is rightly levelled at
those in power, from authori-

OPED
Why it's polltlcally incorrect to be privileged

UNEMPLOYMENT: Sines last year,

ties to institutions, who deny
ordinary people the dignity
tolive. These establish ments
are more than often hands-
in-glove with discriminatory
pructices and atrocities of all
kinds. Hence, the burgeon-
ing enitigque of their offensive,
politically incomect actions is
notonly required but alsothe
need of the hour

The protests in support of
the Palestinians the world
over are an effort in this
darection, as are the bayeotts
by literary commumnities of
Israell cultural institutions
omplicitwith the genocide.

Increasingly, there are
also calls cast in black-and-
white: you are either with
the Palestinians or not, and
any kind of affinity with the
Lsraelis fundamentally

f inclian workers

Whatare the ethics
related o jobless
Indians working in
Israel at the costol
marginalised
Palestinians?

o REUSERS
marks o betrayal of the larg-
ercause, adebasing of polit-
ical correctness,

While, in principle, there
@n be no doubt regarding
the abowve, in reality, the idea
of associations and the expe-
rience of relationality is fre-
quently more complex, and
ridden with contradictions. It
is ironic, especially as an
Inelia ncitizen, that one of the
most widely reported devel
opment s that directly pierces
through thisblack-and-white
reading comes from the mar-
ginalised sections of society.

Since the end of the last
year, thousands of Indian
workers have been applyving
for jobs in Israel amidst per-
sistent joblessness and the
lack of opporunities back

become  possible  because
Israel suspended the work
permits of scores of Palestind-
ans affer the be ginning of the
Gazaoffensive.

From carpenters to floor
tile fitters and plasterers to
ironworkers, Indians from
the lowest segmients of seci-
ety have been queuing up
for applying to these
100,000 advertised posts,
assured as they are of earn-
ing much more than they
ever would on hometurf
Many of them hawe termed
this a “once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity” since making
anywhere between Rs 1
lakh to Rs 2 lakh per month
on Indian soil strikes them
as the stuff of dreams.

The dangers posed by the
war-ridden region have been
overlooked, especially in
light of Israeli assurances.
On the other hand, there
have been testimonies by
some expressng great anxi-
ety, to. But again, the
absence of opportunities in
India, eventually, gets the
better of their fears.

While critics have been
quick 1o point out how this
situation dlustrates the hal-
low claims of economic
progress by the cumrent Indi-
an dispensation, my coneém
here is more idedlogical and
existential in nature. To
whom does political cormect-
ness belong? Is there an
angle of privilege attached to
the ones it? Is it

i background than all of
these workers, to be unequiv-
ocal in my denunciation of
anything connected with
Israel, let alone looking for
ward to working there as a
“lifetime opportunity™? And
doesnt  this  recognition,
then, challenge and unsettle
the dearcut objectivity we
aoften attach to political cor
rectness in the name of
marality and ethics?

The imiplication, here, isn't
that the workers dont have
cthics. Rather, it is that to
what extent does one's sodo-
economic back ground deter
mine the high moml ground
of “conscience”,

Even more complicatedly
and simultaneously, the see-
nario forces us to think of one
marginalised section of socie-
ty (the Palestinians) as
opposed to  another
oppressed section (the Indi
ans), given that here, two
political realities collice and
correspond  jarringly  with
each other How can we as
eritical thinkers' understand
the Indian labourers disposi-
tion towards Palestinians?
Even if they were (o espouse
support for the Latter, would-
nt thelr ‘choosing towork on
Teraeli land upset our unam-
biguous understanding of
political correctness?

And, inwhat ways should 1
continue Lo express my sm-
pathies to my friend and her

X also thinking

not casier for me and the
likes of me, coming from a

home. These have

decidedly b il econom-

lly sbout my
uwn marginalised country-
men, without the two clagh.
ing with each other?

The weakenmg Chmese economy needs astimulus

HUANG YIPING
MEMBER, PEOPLE'S BANK
CH

HINA'S GDP
growth slowed
during the first
three quarters
of 2024, from 5.3
percent to 4.7 per cent to 4.6
per cent, raising fears that
the ountry would not
achieve its annual growth tar-
et of around 5 per cent. But
the katest data suggests that
China's economy is finally
turning the corner.

Economic activity in China
has been relatively weak
sinoe the Covid-19 orisis. This
was not unexpected, at least
notat first: three years of pan-
demic lockdowns strained
household, corporate, and
local government  balance
sheets. Dedining business
confidence partly a
response to a regulatory
crackdown on finance, the
property sector, and the plat-
foirm econamy — did not help
matlers.

In early 2021, when the US
emerged from theworstof its
pandemic lbckdowns, Ameri-
can  households  quickly
began spending the money
they had accumulated. Chi-
nese households, by contrast,

continued to accumulate sav-
ings even after the lock:
downs were over: betwesn
January 2020 and August
2024, household  bank
deposits in China swelled by
$9 trillion, with the wealthy
accounting for a significant
share,

China's government intro-
duced some supportive pali-
des over this perod, but in
contrast to past disptions,
it refrained from implement-
ing aggressive stimulbus poli-
des, owing to concerns about
possible side effects. The
massive stimulus package
the government introduced
after the 2008 global financial
arisis spurred growth, How-
ever, it also fuelled a real
estate bubble, d mve uplocal

government  debt,  and
meduced imvestment effiden-
o

The government's calcula-
tions changed at the end of
the third gquarter of 2024,
when it became dear that
China's economy would need
more help W lift its growth
trjectory. In late September,
People's Bank of China Gow-
ermor Pan  Gongsheng
unvedled three measures: a
meduction in banks' reserve
ratio, & policy-rate cut, and
the areation of manetary-pel-
icy instruments to support
the stock market.

Maoreover, on October 12,
Lan Fo'an, China's Finance
Minister, announced that
new fiscal measures would
focus on addressing local
governments’  debt  prob-

lems, stabillising the real
estate market, and support-
ing employment. He fol-
krwend this announcement in
early Novembser with a $1.38
trillion trilion debt-swap
plan for lowal governments.
Both Pan and Lan have
suggested that more stimu-
hus measures are in the
pipeline, with Lan noting
that China's central govern-
ment still has plenty of room
to increase its debt amd
deficts. But recent data on
highfrequency  eoonomic
indicators, which tend to be
the quickest to respond to
maroEconomic-polia
changes, suggests that the
government’s actions began
taking effed almost immedi-

ately.

In October, total “social
finance” (total financing to
the real economy) was up by
T8 per cent year on year, and

r - o A,
BOOSTER: China's economy needs bothstructLim| reformms snd moe macroeconomic stimulus, surms

Chinas third major
challenge in 2025 is
Donald Trump,
who hasvowed o
impose GO per cent
tariffson allimports.

outstanding bank loans had
inoreased by 7.7 per cent
Retall sales had risen by 4.8
per cent year on year and by
L6 percentage points from
the previous month, The
manufacturing  purchasing
managers’ index reached
50.1, after three months of
sub-50  readings, and
inoreased again, to 503, in
November

In more good news, the sur
weyed urban unemployment
rate cropped by 0.1 percent-
age points in October, 1o 5 per
cent. Even the property mar
ket improved marginally,
though land sales and real-
estate investment remained
weak. Ifthese positive trends
continue, GDP growth will
probably retum to around 5
per cent in the fourth quarter
of 2024

The outlook for 2025, how-
ever, is less clear. If China is

o achieve 5 per cent GDP
growih next year assuming
this is the government's lar-
get, palicymakers will have
to overcome three key chal-
lenges, starting with stabilis-
g the poperty secton
which contributes about 20
per cent of GDP growthand
accounts for 70 per cent of

household wealth. There
The second challenge is
local g 5" balance the

exports 1o the US account
for 3 per cent of its GDF,
such tariffs, and even much
lower ones, would have a
material impact on growth
in 2025, The investment
bank UBS, for nstance, pre-
dicted that Chimna's GDP
Erowth would slowdown to 4
per cent in 2025,

has been much
debate in China overwhether

sheets. A shortage of funds
has lately been driving local
authorities to cut spending,
suchas by reducing officials’
salaries, and grasp for rev-
enues, such as by chasing
corporate back taxes and
even  detaining  private
entreprencurs from other
regions. None of this is good
for growth

The fundamental problem
s that spending responsibili-
ties now exceed fiscal rev-
enues, which are no longer
being bolstered by land sales
and local-gvernment invest-
ment vehides, The central
government must urgently
transfer a significant amount
of general-purpose revenue
tolocal authorities. More fun-
damentally, China needs to
reconfigure the balanoe of fis-
cal responsibil ities across lev-
els of government

The third major challenge
that China will confront in
2025 iz US President-elect
Donald Trump, who has
vowed to im pose 60 per cent
tariffs on all imports from
China during his first year
inoffice. Given that China's

y needs structur
al reforms or maon: macroe -
nomic stimulus. The truth is
that it needs both. A decisive
stimulus package, with a
robust fiscalpolicy compo-
nent, must come first; this
will make the biggest imme-
diate difference, But once the
package is in plsce, the gov-
emment should tum is
attention  to  structural
reforms, with a focus on
boosting confidence amaong
consumers, investors, and
entreprenurs.

Over the past year, China's
government has published
several policy documents
aimed ot restoring confi
dence. But with market par-
ticipants not fully convineed,
it must go further imple
menting — boldly and visibly

some of the measures it
has announced, such as
stronger protections for pri-
vate enlerprises. Reining in
local officials’ scrutingy of old
tax records in search of miss
ing paymentswould also go a
long way toward strengthen-

ing business confidence.
Copyright: Project
Syndicate, 2024
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INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY.IT IS A MISSION,

~ Ramnath Goenka

SCMUST EVOLVE CLEAR
GUIDELINES TO CURB
JUDICIAL MISDEMEANOUR

e Judielary formes the eentral axls of democrsey in India,
odng ther custodian of the Constituthon and protector of
the citizens' rights, However, the utterances and actions
of o fow judges are calling into question the credibllity
anid Integrity of the Institution, The slightest weaken Ing
of public trust in the impartiality of the judicial system can
have grave implieations. The judielary needs to ensure thal the
ruleof law ls malntained and justlee Is delbvored without preju-
dice, With Inereasing instances of judicial misdemeanour, it
becomes necessary to reflect on how thelr words and actions
might Impact the pereeptlon of' justiee whern they cross the line
between personal views and prurmiunull:hlluull.um.
Arecent example that sparked public d litical
anid communal rmarks by an Allahabad High Court judw.l. It
wins brought to the notice of the president, parllament and Su-
preme Court. When a judge makes a public statement that ap-
pears bo allgn with a partleular ideologheal perspoctive, It ralses
eoncern about blas. While judges, like any eitizen, hove the right
to personal opinlons, their public comments should nod under-
e the pereoption of impartiality The Indian judiclary has
hiad astellar record of standing firm In cases that challenge the
gevernment or political entitles. But lately, judgements on some
ey issues have boon delayed, eveating an impression that the
Juiichury s not as declslve or aceountable as it ought o be,
There is a need for clear guldelines for the conduct of judg-
o8, especially in publie. The judiclary should also have an
effective mechanlsm to deal with allegatlons of judieia] mis-
eonduet to ensure that accountab ity bs upheld without un-
dermining the instituthon's independence, This will goalong
way In preserving public trust In the system, The judiclary
needs to strive for the highest standarnds of professionalism,
accountability and transparency. At a time when public trust
In Institutbons ks bocoming fagllo, it 18 Imporative that jud ges
exemplify the values of falrness, impartiality and independ-
ence at all times. The judiclary 1s a self-regulating branch,
louet thiore are very fow Instances of judges beld o secount for
their actions, The lack of a clear and independent mecha-
nism to address complaints against judges can lead to opacity
and distrust. The Supreme Court should frame a clear and
siringent code of eonduct for Judges before it ks too late,

FDIREBOUND SIGNALS
NEW OPPORTUNITIES

HILE epening a global invostment summit in Rajas-
thin this week, Prime Minlster Narendea Modl sabd
Indla was thriving as an investment destinathon on
the back of demecracy, demography. digital data and
delivery. One might have taken the four Ds with a
pinch of caution, except data released the same day by the
department for promothon of Industry and trade supported the
elaim, Forelgn direct equibly lovestment Increased 45 percent
In the first 6 months of the current fiscal, going up to neary
830 billion in the first half-year compared to §20.6 billlon in the
April-September perfod last year: What |s slgnlficant is the
turnaround after o contraction of Inflows for three consecuthe
financlal years since 2021-22, Significantly, it 1s the 'new econ-
omy” that attractod most investments—services, banking and
Insurance, followed by computer software and hardware,

That this is not a flash in the pan was established by cumula-
thve data. FDI nflows sinee Apedl 2000—incleding oquity, reln-
vestod earnings and other eaplital—have crossed 81 trilllon,
firmly establishing Incdla ameong the world's top Investment des-
tinathons. Unoffielal data, too, corroborates that the nation s on
a rebound. A survey of 107 global Investors by Investment firm
Caller Capital revealed neardy two-thirds of the respondents saw
Indin ahead in the Asla-Pacific rogion on the risk-reward bal:
ance, followed by Japan and South Kerea. India's advantage,
these respondents felt, was its exlt opportunities and the Heguld-
Ity it effered at an early stage, compared to other markets,

FOI flows arve lmportant as they boost growth In eruclal see-
tors lke infrastructure and technology, adding jobs and gener-
ating wealth. Healthy inflows help maintain a respectable bal-
ance of payments and support the rupes's value, which has
taken a beating of late, It ks therefore necessary for the govern-
ment to continue monttoring the FII polley closely and tweak-
Ing it where necessary to ensure o felendly and fexiblo businoess
environment, This s not an easy task, as the global Investment
seonario can undergo a sea change within days, For instance,
the flagging Chinese economy did a quick turnaround recently
with aslew of policy stimull that sucked eaplital out from other
competing markets including Indla, On the other hand, U5
presidentelect Donald Trump threatening to croate tall tariff
barriers against Chinese exports could cronte a window of op-
portunity as investors look for batter-placed alternathous,

THE CUP RUNNETH OVER
F IFA I8 the ovangelical chureh of football. 1is job ol growing

the sport's flock has seen it taking in new members far

before the UN has, 1t also took the World Cup to Japan and
South Korea in 2002, and to Geatar in 2022, 8o 1t's no surprise
the 2004 event has gone to Saud] Arabla. Glven that even
three alrconditioned stadiums in the more temperate climes
of the US and Mexieo have worrled experts about hoat stress
at the 2028 Cup, the unease for 2004 1s natural, The other
worry Is about the working conditions facing the thousands
of South Asians who will likely build the new venues,
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AST month, we eelobrated the
Thth anniversary of the adop-
tion of our Constitution, less
than afortnight after marking,
with congiderabily less coremo-
ny, the 136th birthday of our
first prime minister, Jawahar-
Inl Nohru, The farmer was, in essence, o
colebiration of the demoeracy that our
founding Constitution-makers estab-
lished in an India after conturies of vari
ous forms of despotic rule. The latter
acknowledged the man who, more than
anyone else, ensured that our democracy
Became much more than a collection of
wards on n constitutional charter:
Despite the lofty ssplrations of the Con.
stitution, it was by no means axiomatic
thit acountry Hke India, riven by somany
internal differences and diversities, beset
Ty acte poverty and torn apart by parti-
tion, would be or remain democratic.
Many developing countries found them-
sitlvis turning in the oppoesite direction
soon after independence, arguing that a
firm hand was necessary to promote na-
tional unity and guide development.
Chaos continued after independence;
Wi wire soon at war with Pakistan; refu.
woes continued to fow across the fron-
thers, Within fivie months of freedom, the
Father of the Nathon, Mahatma Gandhi,
was assassinated. Two and a hall yoars
later, another glant of the freedom strug:
e and the only one with the stature to
challenge the prime minister his deputy
Surdar Patel, passed mwiy
With thoss deaths, Nohru could have
very wall assimed unlimited power
There was no one to challenge his au-
thority had he chosen to misuse it And
yet, he himsell was such a convineed
democrat, profoundly wary of the risks
of mutocracy, that at the crest of his
rise he authored an anonymous article
warning Indians of the dangers of glv-
inig dietatorial temptathons to Jawih-
rlal. "He must be checked,” he wroto of
himself, "We want no Caesars.” And
ed, his practice when challenged
within his own party was to offer his
resignation; he usually got his wiy, but
it was hardly the instinet of a Caesar.
As prime minkater, Nehri carefully
nurtured the country's infant democra-
le fnstitutions. He paid deference to the
eountry’s ceremonial presidency and
ven to Imnnﬂ.ynnhmvlmmnidumj‘:
he never let the public forget that these
notables sutranked him in protoesl
terms. He wrote rogular lotters to chief
ministers, explaining his policles and
snleing thelr feedback.
He subjected himsalf and his govern-

" / 1 oot think that the ease with which Nehru might
- ( have taken mare tempting paths is understood... Bue

R

QOur first PM shunned unchecked power. Instead, with his respect
for parliament, judiciary and his pelitical opponents, he instilled
adeep regard for democracy In the newly independent nation

NEHRU: THE MAN
WHO REFUSED
TO BE CAESAR

ment to cross-examination in parlia-
ment by the small, fractious but in.
doubtedly talented opposttion—allowing
them an importance out of all propor-
tion to their numerical strongth, be-
cause he was convinced that a strong
uppusilhm wis esgential for a healthy

amiplete froedom to

I have every confidence that he will be recognised
ina manner adequate to his stature

of security fnally overeame the pap-
ulism of his sucosssors,

It was Nehru who, by his scrupulous
regard for both the form and the sub-
stance of democracy, instilled democratic
habits in our country His respect for par-
Timment, his regared for the independence
of lhi'jLuIIrluJ?. his courtesy to those of
different politieal convictions, his com-
mitment to free elections, and his defor-
enee to institutions over individuals—all
it us o precious kegacy of freedom.

Nehru's opening remarks while intro-
lucing the objectives at the nm\'l.}' estabe
lished Constituent Assembly on Decem:
bor 13, 1046 gives us o view of the
mmense n»spcmaibililﬁ he placed on
:himnt'li to ensure that the embodiment
of hisd the vision for the country

Fourth-teim Lok St MP
e thes T

manl seiely Ambwthar d L

on, and teok eriticlsm of its conduet
from his own partymen a8 well as the
chest-thumping opposition.

Mehru understood the importance of
strenthening the Redgling institutions
af Indian democracy, He took care not to
interfire with the judicial systom. On the
it fon that he publicly eritieised o

his own backbenchers to challenge him
and his government; thus it was that
Feroze Gandhi's relentless attacks on
Finanee Minister T T Krishnamaschari
brought about the latter's resignation,
In contrast with our government to-
dut( which has refused to aven fnrmil
diseussion of the fraught relition-
ship with China in parlinment, Nehru
allowed parliament to be convened
even as the war with China was going

Judge, he apologised the next day and
wrote an abject lt'th.v‘h:lhuuhhfjunl low,
regrotting having slighted the judiclary

A he never forgot that he derbved his
authority from the people of India. Not
only was he astonishingly scoessible for

%. won in his position, but be started
oftering a daily darshan st home for an
hicir sach merning o anyone coming in
aff the street without an appointment, a
practice that continued until the dictates

BALANCE FLEXIBILITY & RIGOUR
IN NEW DEGREE PROGRAMMES

HE University Grants Commis-
shani (LHGC) §8 sét to roll out the
acoolerated digree programme
{ADP} and extended degree
programme (EDP), two ambi-
tious initiatives aimed at pro-
widing Rexibility to college stu-
dents, While the programmes have
r:.urm»rt-d appreclation for fesxibility and
nelustvity, they hive also sparked a de.
bate among educators, administrators
and students. It's critical to ecoamine the
potentinl benefits, limitations and brosd-
ar implications of these schemes.

Thin ADP allows stutdents to graduste in
2.5 yenrs instead of the traditional throe
yuiis, In an honours progeamme of e
years, graduation is allowed after the
slxth or seventh semestor

At first glance, this time-siving measure
soems appealing. Proponents argue sto-
dents ean entor the workforee or pursue
Trlgeher studios sartior. Additionally, it eould
el finanelal birden by cutting down on
Tiving and tubtion expenses, However, erttics
point out the gains may be only marginal.

What svantige does o student derive by
ulmpl.c'tl.ntthul:duﬁmujunw’: mionths sar
Ther? Mareover, condensing  thoeyear pro-
pramme into 26 years could lead to o hur
ried meademic experionce. The final
semester often inclides essential co-currie-
ular nethvities such as internships, eapstone
projects, or research work. By fust-tracking
thair education. students might miss outon
these opportunities, pul:mtlafl)‘ enberimg the
Joib murket less prepared than their peers.

Om the ether end of the spectrum, the
EDP allows stuclents to stroteh thelr degree
beyond three years, accommodating those
with unique learning needs or personal
commitments, The EDP offers a supportive
alternative to the traditionsl model by eas-
Ing the pressure ol righd timelines. However,
1h|.s rivisos comeorns about academ e rigour

Could
|l!‘ af mare thime lead to complacency among
studorits? Will institutbons strugide to main.
tain engagemaent with EDP learners? These
are valid questions institutions must ad-
druss toensure the EDPs fexibility does not
compromise edueational quality

The UGC h.un ernphasisad thit the Inltl.a
tva | o citer to diverse
nowcls and abilities of students, The guide
lines stipulate that only 10 percent of the
sunctioned intake will be eligible for ADPs,
with institutional committers tasked with
serutinising applications. Selection will be
Tesend om  stusclent's past seademic perform:

JOHN ) KENNEDY

dnen, and degrees sarned theowgh ADP or
EDP will spocify the mude of completion,
‘Herwenaars the UGC insksts degroes earnad
through ADF, EDP, or standard pro-
grammes shoubd be treated equally. IF all
degrees are considered equivalent, what
ncortive exists for students to opt for the
aeeelerated track other than graduating
slightly earlier? Similarly what prevents
students from delaying thelr completion
without significant consequences?

The UGL's accelerated and extended
degree programmes ane a significant
shift in India’s higher education
|andscape, reflecting a commitment
to inclusivity and adaptability. Data
from similar schemes in the US, UK
and Canada suggest they need dearer
fuidelines and careful ing

) |
)' Uk, ol

Priketsto s s, okt (Do)

Flaxibility in degros programmes s not
a novel concept. Countries ke the US, the
UK, aned Australia hive long offered similar
aptions. For instance, in the UK, univers-
thes offer two-year fast-track’ degrees that
allow students to graduate sooner by in-
ereasing the intensity of coursework.
These programmes cater to highly moti-
wvintid studatits with eloar carver goals bt
often come with a higher workdoad.

Comversely, extended degrree options in
countries Hike Conadn cater to non-radi-
tional students, including working pro-
fessionals and caregivers. While these
programmes offer much-nesded Oexibil
ity they risk diminishing the sense of
urgeney and forus on academics. Data
from these countries suggests that the
success of such schemes depends on a
strong support system, clear guidelines,
and eareful monitoring.

This ADP arsd EDP roprosent a significant
shift in India’s higher edueation landsenpe,
reflocting a commitment to inclustvity and
udaE‘ ibility kuv:-r thelr success hinges
ont phementation and continu.
s L-vnl.uunun. Through personalised
counselling, institutions should guide stu-
dents in selecting the most suitablo track
Tnsed om thedr seademic goals and capabili
thes, Additionsl support services should be
available, such as mentorship, academic
\mrknhmpn. anid mental health resouress,

Implemnenting these progrummes is ke
ly to be o boggistical and pedigogical chal-
lemge For institutions, Faculty members,
already bardoned with tenching and acd-
mindstrathe duties, will need toadapt their
methixds to cater to diverse learning time-
lines. Institutions will also need to ensure
the curriculum remains rigorous and el
wvant for both tracks, which may require
substantial investment in faculty training
and acadarmbe resouross, Managing o
catlons, ensuring compliance with UGC
puicdelines, and monitoring the progress of
students will require robust systems and
coordination, Smaller institutions with
limited resources may find it particulnrly
diffhenlt to secommodate these o
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also must study successful
models from other countries based on
which they can refine their approach.
Neadless to say, institutions must ensure
aendemie standards are upheld seross all
tracks throuich stringent assessmants and
regular feecback mechanisms.

As Inedia ventures into this new territory,
it is crucial to balance fexibility with rig
our. Whether the ADP and EDFP will set n
now benchmark for higher education or
prasent unforessen duulmu! wllldapuml
on how effoctively they are impl

fittingly to the situation and
did | Justice to its enshrinement in the
process of Constitution-making. He had
to preserve the past ides of India and
maich towards its fatiee bdea.

Nehru said, "As I stand here, si, 1ol
the welght of all mannerof things crowd-
ng mround me. We are at the end of an
era and possibly very soon we shall em-
Tuurle upon o new age; and my mind goes
Tuvele tey thie gromt poast of Tndia to the 5,000
yoars of India's hinh:r‘?{ T thie very
elawn of that history which might be con-
sidored almost the dawn of human his-
tory, till today. All that past crowds
aurcrandd me wrd exhilarates me and, at the
mame time, somewhat oppresses me. Am
I'worthy of that past? When 1 think alse
of the future, the greater future [ ho .,
standing on this awm‘il's wil g of 1l
present between this mighty past and tln-
mightier future, T tremble u] e and foel
overwhelmed by this mighty task. We
Thiave come here at a strange moment in
Inelin's history Tdonot know, but 1 do feel
that thero s some magic in this moment
of transition from the old to the new,
sarmething of thit magle which one sees
when night turns into day; and even
though the day may be a cloudy one, it is
gy after all, for when the clouds move
Wiy wie cinn see the sun later on,”

The American editor Norman Cousing
onee asked Nehr whist b hoped his leg:
aey to Indin would be. “ Four hundred mil-
lon people capable of governing them-
salves," Mohru replied. The numbers hive
grown, but the very fact that sach day 1.4
billion Indians govern themselves in a
pluralist democracy is testimony to the
deads and words of this extraordiney
man and the visionary giants who accom.
panied him in the march to froedom.
(Views are personal)

ffficetatharoo:ing
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WRITE TO: letters@newindianexpress com

False Indictmant
Ref: fudticlasy, leglstature should curb misuse
of matrimoniaf taws (Dec 12, It has become
prevalent o mdict (nnocent man n false taas
by witvis of femake friends. This tendency can’t
bi allwad o persise, The Centee should elther
amend existing lams o g n a new law 1o
Ensure innocent men ase not brought fo book
n false cases,
Kumar, Thirevananthapuram

Gander balance

The sulcide case of the young Beagaluru
techie suggests how sinlster women cam
alo ke and how Immaral a judge could be.
War are mot only velnerable but could be
wictims as well. The editodial rightly
ohiserves that laws should not go too farin
rmuulnz women alone.

Sanath Kumar T, Theissur

Local leadership

Rel: Congress needs to revamp Jis Karals
umit (D 12). Whate Rahul and Sonda Gandhi
continue to be the face of Congress, the
party's regional stiuggles in Kerala ase glaring.
The Congress managed just 21 seats (n 7021, 0
atark eamtiast to its 09-seat win in 2001, The
Congress nweds stronger, more insplriag local
Ieatlers o recennect with people.

Ritika Sarkar, Bengalury

Racognition, renumaration
Rat: Pawn to queen: A call to pmpower

ASHA wavkess (Dec 12, ASHA workers are
the st part of call in any inat cessibile

and inhaspitabie terrain to render medical
asststance, They need Bt ter recognition and
remuneration &5 they are the most reliable
Tunctionary dusing vital wegent assignments,
Sachidananda Satpathy, lpue

Indispensable ASHAS

ASHA workers are Indispensable to Indla’s
healtheare, yet thelr mativation reguires more
than just financlal ssgport, These Intrinsk
motivators nat only emoewes ASHA werkers
but also ereate a sense of ownership in their
roles, leading 1o better health outoomes.
Heowewer, withaut addsessing systemic barriars
siich as Insulficlent resnurces and excessive
workioad, thel capaity for meaningll change
iy remain constrained.

Narayanan Kizhumundayur, Theissur

glory
Lmlla ulations to Guimsh O fae his
I I wirsing thie

Foar niow, they represent m bold exper iment
in refmagining seademic Nexdbility and in-
clusivity, ome that could redefine the educa-
thonal experience for penerations to come.
(Wilerns are persona [)

(ot kensgmalLoom)

World Chess Champlonship to batoma the
younpeil world champéon, This 15 a result of
his talend, hard work and determination, This
wictary showhd inspire millions of youngsters
Lo dream big.
NMahadevan,
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

© R Soslkurmnar

Impending Trump presidency, fall in number of student visas for Indians, invite a question:
What s the allure of a foreign degree?

Rebuild our
universities

Obsession with foreign degrees detracts
from a symmetrical dialogue between
Indian and Western institutions

AVIIT PATHAK

waorth. lsn'tit absurd that some of our “sub-
altern’ theoretickans who write on the plight
of Dalits, Adivasis and minorities prefer to
leave Indhia, and settle down in “elite” Euro-
American academic centres like Columbia
University, or the School of Griental and
Mnunsmdlcs? lsr't it Imnkthal some of
th Iy visit Inc

pumsllhcm:kslar.\ammhuslhcsorl-
etz Devi. cr Birsa Munda?

Ideas need
to travel

Thanks to NEP, most students in the university
setupinIndiaare hamstrung, yoked toa
system that is fast spiralling into chaos

DEBRA] MOOKERJEE

trale”™ when confronted with more efficient

mations, it began to backtrack, The West has
always been self-assured vis-a-vis a rapid
expansion of lifestyle and comiort in the
face of unchallenged domination in world
trache, This self-assurance dissipated some-
what as they began to feel the pinch after
countries like China and even India, toa
lesser lomg with other BRICS coun-

As these *stars” seduce the VOUNg re-

AS ALIFE-LONG student, Ihmalwu- they too seek o follow the same “MENE\«'ERAMWERIEMMM an omﬂ:
Ilcw:dthat aur guest fol g path, b il i
1all Imdcrs and bound, culture of academic asymimetry. mallamund Cmtlmlly lsthc:nmmmm

\'cl this cross-cultural exchange of ideas
traditi

and symimetrical, [t is sad that malwefus
ﬁom |I|Is part oFlIu: wld hmc become

During my teaching :mrlnaludin%
public university in the national capital
have never seen any leading professor from
Hamld Cambndgt or MIT using his/her

ingg in teaching and

orlu-liablli!x in public policy Framirm an

ters, The impending US Presidency under
Trumy has alreacly stirred the waters, espe-

tries, began to challenge their acoess to the
Tigh street of world commerce.

Trump's protectionist policies, incld-
ing the restriction of student visas, immi-
fnlion opportunities, permission to work
n the US and disallowing citizenship
through natural rights are all part of a plece
~ the only way to win the fight is to notal-

¥ &

ur And this
sort of one-way traffic has damaged our
ull’mnlkandmudmmhanmnthc

fidence of our e institu-

But then, ask an
average Indlan professor or a student and
1 that the sobe ambition shejhe

herishes ks to visit abroad at any cost for

tions, It is sad to see young students beav-
ing the country, and maoving towards

ahecorating herfhis CV. No, itis nota real and
wmmkaleﬂumaldmsln.md itis

tolmmige Tt visa
issuance, ancl so.on, He is seen as protection-
ist, He does not particularly like foreigners,
M he wants to throw out all those who are
staying in the country llegally.

In |I|e Immdlaw term, we might fret

Canada, the US, the UK, A lia and

Iike il prevalent

Germany. Itis certainky not a matter of pride
i, as the statistics provided by the Ministry
of External Affairs indicates, more than 133
million Indian students are g higher
education abroad in 2024, In contrast, as
the AISHE 2021-22 report reveals, merely
A6, 878 students — mainly, from Asian and
African countries — are enrolled in India.
‘While | have no hesitation in articulat-
ing my discomifort with the colonisation of
our imagination by foreign universities, |
also believe that we need to work on our

Metropalitan "western' universities vs the
universities of the “third world™ | Passibly,
mllhlndmadmummm_nmmm

s we
fieel proud of publishing in "foreign” jour-
ials. Not solely that. Aleading “liberal* pub-

lic university, as it is believed by many,
prefers enly people with PhDs from “for-
elgn” universities for the recrultment of the
Faculty, A slavish ortentation of this lkind,
needless to add, demoralises those who
seck towork in Indian universities, and try

15 is restricting visa ac-
m:mﬁmlanmmhmhmbmmh
more at stake, The bigger plcture is even
e troubling, forentirely different reasons,

That Indian‘: do well overseas is an ac-

e the into the ring.
Here in India we too have some tough

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba is ot ranning for the parey’s
expeutive role againg he woukd perhaps want to bow out as the president who did
his bit to strengthen internal democracy and hand over the party's reins to a

competent successor”

=THE KATHMANDU POST

Lead by law,
not ideology

Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav's recent
comments do not behove the office of a judge.
They go against SC's views on impartiality

FAIZAN MUSTAFA

be struck down by the courts if it vielates
the Fundamental Rights or is contrary to
the Canstitution.

While ane may agree with some of
Justbee Yadav's arguments about the uni-
form civil code, his position overlooks the
nuances in the UCC debate. As a matter of
fact, personal law is Entry No 5 inthe
Concurrent List, It's clear that the
framers of the Constitution did envisage

legal pluralism.
ON DECEMBER 8, Allahabad High Court Unlike the LIS, India does not have a tra-
Judge justice Shekhar Kumar Yadaw spokeat — dition of describing judges as conservative
f \ﬂshm Hinclu Paﬂshal event, whml\c and liberal, The links betwoen the ideologi-

a fiew g
betrayed his ideological lIIL‘I‘thupmm not been minutely studied in the eountry
Court has taken notice of these comments — but there are few pointers in that direction.
andwnampnn I'mmthe Him(nurt Thie Seerker Mgl case invalved four Hindus
Thisis who had embraced klam to marry the sec-
on grounds of proven misbehaviour, ond time. Instead of reprimanding these
In the past, Justice Yadav has said that — men,Justice Kuldip Singh observed that "l
“scientists believe that cow exhales oxy-  thetime we achieve the goal of uniform civil
gen” and the protection of the animal  code.... there is an open inducement to

should be a hundamental right of Hindus,
He also demanded that Parliament bring
i law to honour Lord Ram, Lord Krishna,
Vied Vyas, Valmikd, Ramayan and the Gita,
OF course, as a citizen, Justice Yackav is en-
tithed to.an | on and can ex-
press his opinion on any subject. He has
Hghtly peintec aut that the Hindu Personal
Law has problems, Justice Yadav's assess-
ment that the Muslim Persanal Law needs
urgent reforms is also correct. But he has
miade a few sweeping remarks which are
nefther factual ly cornect nor legally tenable,

Justice Yaday reportedly used a shur to
refer to Muslims. He used the “us” versus
“them” vocabulary to assert that childen of
one community were “tolerant” while
young people in“another community had
grown up witnessing animal slaughter”,
His diatribe seems ignorant of the initia-
thves to bring about reforms amangst
Muslims. Syed Ahmad Khar, Shib Nomand
and Muhammad lqbal were well-known
votaries of reforms in Mushm law. The
Muslim clergy led the reform process

Hindu hushand ., to become a Muslim"
I B Patil{ 2005), Chief justice R C Laboti
and D M Dharmachikari, whllc mm:lngm
the
robe of the National Minority Commission.
They sald that “the Commission instead of
encouraging claims from different commu-
nities For betng added toalist of notified mi-
naties under the Act should sugest ways
and means to help create social conditions

here the kstof notified et

ually reduced and done away with alto-
gether.” In. an Madarsa LNoom | 2007],
Justice § N Srivastava of the Allahabad High
Court held that Muslims are no longera
minarity in LR

In a 2018 verdict, which was later set
asitle by a divisional bench, |ustice 5 R Sen
of the Meghalaya High Court said that India
ought to have been declared a Hindu na-
tion, He askid for the conferment of Indian
citizership to all the Hindus of the workd In
Moharmmed Safimg 2014), the Uttarakhand
High Court held that the Ganga and
Yamunahmc living entities entitled to all

d, | rights. A Court

of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939, bench led by the then Chief Justice | §
In contrast, Hindu women had towait  Khehar bench stayed this verdict.
Il 1955 to get the right to dissolve mar- The Supreme Court's Restatement of
riage. Muslim women always had aight  Judicial Vahses, which was adopted by the
o inherit property nol nnnra:daughbm mllmnnnMﬂllsﬁ.llksul'lummng
(albeitina 1:2 i the ajuclge. It
alsoas wives, matl { el oot b b eh o
very inception of Islam. Hird iy, unelertake any wtylha.temlc:llwlr
this right masch later and the daughter be- ﬂMIhIIwaMmmwmamnrmm
came a co-parcener only in 2005,
wmmav‘smhbﬂr his ineli- Iu:lsundmhc lic gaze and there should
nanio s religi joark be no pub sajlhlm\.\lhv:hlnm-
and 1 highalfh and

not the n:l\slnus majuﬂt)u has a right to

choose a government, In a recent by-chee-
tion to the LIP assembly, the BJP candidate

the public cmmin which that office is
held,” it notes, Ajuclge is not supposed to ex-
pressviews on political matters, Let the law

P pres-
ence of Indians worldwide in the ficld of
higher education, as both students and
teachers, Afurther extension of the co-rela-
tionshipis the middle-class Indian [and not
Just Inclian) fetish for forelgn degrees and
‘therealt 1 settled NR tag,

The Indian middle class’s anxiety over

questions o answer. Wiy are our higher ed- n and not the beanings of judges
ucation nstitutions not the first chobee of constitwency where Muslims arein anu-  determine the outeome of cases,
Mllbn:ofmdum?mwamwrlmlmsm- merical majmity Moreaver, the
ted [« Il .....lN:ckv- The writer feaches constititional faw and

ouEgoon I | majori i Thus,a s Viee-Chhaneelior of Chanakya Notional

Tighereducation is $70 billion law I ] Law Ui Pt Views are personal
bymimthlsc:pnnrnnallncmsc?
uamling to |MUShaw: dmppcd ln num-
smdy ‘lhcul( li and
Canada, Just wishing for these students to LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
stay and study in India is not enough, We
medtohaw:lhc wuray:ma:k wehat Is the eroded consumer purchasing power,

level of higher eds they
can hape toget in India Thanks to NEP, most
students in the university system in India
are hamstrung, yoked to a system that is fast

INSULT TO OFFICE

THIS REFERS TO the editortal, 'No, your
honour' (1E, D ber 12), Justice

dampening urban consumption and
slowirg overall econombe activity. While

Shekhar Kumar Yadav's speech at a

for
spur growth, the R has rghtly chosen

own academic centres and universities in - to create a vibrant academic culture. any possible change in the US's student in- spiralling into chaos. American universities Vishwa Hindu Parishad event shows  patience. Knﬂ: jcrkmacﬂnns mslmtl-
order to resist this trend. My discomfort with takr pnllty on account of are great, but without our Tow hee has Iy breached hi term data
Think nl' Rn' Instance, our he obsessh wign e Is some- students, they waon't be for hofoffi it long-tes ic stability, By keep-
expertise Tagores Santiniketan is degrees does not mean what understandabie, The The Indian middle d:mﬂ. long. First, there will be a in Icm‘r:ﬂ:pum HI: pnmm Ian- ing its palicy stance nevtral, the RBI re-
own institutions. Tust the . that Lam pleading for the important question to ask, ot " dropi ingh guage tains flexibility to act decisively when
Rabindranath Tagore's TOW USt ANOEET VETARE  ojngure of the mind. however, is: What would be anxie Y OVET ATy | the brightest of students unsuitable Ihtw:hlp.smdksm credibile evidence emerges of sustained
Santiniketan — a univer-  Mhiversity tormented by jagiead, am pleading for the bomg-term impact of re- change in the US’s who go on to become fac- shown llul members of tacial, cthnk. inflation moderation or deeper growth
sity thatonce stroveforthe local politics and poverty  symmetrical dialogue and stricted access to American student intake policy on - ulty will not be teaching in hall The RBEs f furabili
wceanic mergerof cultures, of pedagogic conversation = a re- universities for forelgn stu- e of Trump taking those universities, This is face hanmnl arbilrary and abusive  over as a remmind
and the interplay of sci- g spectable exchange of dents, including those from B § what will happen in the treatment, by law enforcing agencies,  Sound economic policy is not about
e, arts and aesthetics — ““’““’““'"‘ Weare ideas between Indian and Indtia? Amierica as a couintry office s somewhat i, termm. India might, on and unkartreatment by and  quick fixes but about laying the ground-
is now just another aver- i how the universi- and American universiies  understandable. The  the other hand, retain the the courts, Suitable action by the  work for stable and inclusive growth,
age university tormented  regime is determined to  ties. In fact, to be gen- in particular have been  important question to - brightest of students, but it Supreme Court is warranted to presenve Sankar Paul, iz
Iy local politics, controver- write the obituary of uinely educated is to be deeply enriched by people o) however, i Wihat  Won'thave theappropriate people’s Gith in the majesty of law.
sial recruitment of vice- X truly  cosmopolitan. notbomin that country, Ina y H higher education ecosys- LEMurmu,New Dt A ACCESS OUESTION
chancellorsand povertyof  JNU. U.“"'"." WETCSPECL  Hence, [ove to imagine an sense, ane could argue that W.'“k““"h" I""‘F'“'““ term to nurture their excel- “CESS QUE
pedm:lmaglnm O, Our institutions, Indlian student pursuing America is great because its impact of restricted lence, Whatever it did have THIS REFERS TO the editoral, 'No, your — THIS REFERS TO the article, The young
for th wearewit- g adequate funds,  humanities/social sci- universities are great. With acoess to American = and it did at one time, honour(IE, Decernber 12) The recent re- maym adapl {IE, December 12) There
nessing how the present we cannot prevent ences from, say, Varanasi the advent of the knowl- universities for foreign since so many exceptional mark mace by sitting Allahahad High thewriter's pro-
rcgilmctl'.::clg:mim m' young minds from mhl m:ldylam cdﬁu;cm;mm who students, including :;I:tnls have cm:m Il'r“'t::l Ci?LII‘I julstlclc Shekhar I(umaJrI' IYa“dav msgllrmmm 5 ?‘nlrg‘lrrdwrw-
write obituary o . ' as wellas produce kn neces- " o system — - n L The articke a pro-
Jawwaharlal Nehru leaving India Bauman, Bipan Chandra sarily stay ahead of thase those from India? viduals, who have excelied partiality. His comments at a Vishwa  poses sophisticated technological
University that nits aswell as Eric Holsbawm, who consume knowledge. in various fields across the Hindu Parishad gathering, where he  sohutions anc enl 1 landed
Journey wlylh gre:ﬁ‘mm- © o for that matter, Kalidas Without the ruttlng-cf;c plobe, will progressively be framed issues through an "us" versus — ucational oversight. Monctheless it over-
ise because of excellent as well as Shakespeare, | intellect of international devalued by NEPs formula “thern” lens, underoutour Constitution's  loaks the fundamental issue of unequal
teaching and research in social sciences, lib-— want the leading professors from our uni students, not o mcntlnnthc supcr bﬂsht for diluted disciples and mindbess meander- secular values, Shouldn't the Supreme  digital access, which could undermine
eral arts, international studices and life sci- — versities to start high-quality Indian jour- STEM out-perfi ings into unproductive and nonspecific Court take swift action to preserve the  the cfl‘lkaqrutm strategles, Across
Hom mm&w&%mw P;IEaMa;qgmmr;ﬂmm;ﬁnvlg :crg\:nml:'l:'s mm. a:lil;lym lnse the ItmNaltc.dgrdnn':all:Ll ; . valhl:ymbjudlmlsmnand msa.lc-.ﬂ India's dlm:cﬂsl:rlu cmn:limll: Iarr‘m'l-r
s, T e i ng  the“stars” of Ox pul ap nist regime. ons act in their own interest an il must  scape, many children remain bereft o
and research, and create an environment  lish their papers, D want Indian students to The 21t century began with the hope thal Is undcrslandablc But the world of ot for spoeech;  basich access, maki digital
conducive to academie freedom and dig- q-umwnthc uu:tlm;lmqualltyin lhc ac- of a new world order in which societies be- jon i azero- they should instead fo d i l in th
nity of teachers and students, we cannot — ademic fan to move wards a more equitable in- sum game. Throughaut history, ideas have the citizens’ rights with faimess, areas, To rectify this, it is crucial that any
prevent young minds from leaving Indiain in. I ith absol e and con ternational ecasystem. ‘I'hc Iast IIJ mrs. trmllcd [ cnn:h hlmy Historians and Anshu Bhartl, Begusorad discussion an content regulation in-
search of better fortunes, I‘Idcn:clhcymsay Well, Lam datng my hawever, have the world and told sto- ueles ot bridge the dig:
Further, this obsesshve craze for foreign P from Delhi School of Economics; or | the progress achleved earller. This is dls- rles while learning new ones, They spread THE LONG GAME iral divicle. Policy indttathves must notonly
ur Iy am applying for a teaching position in maying. For long now, we have heard the  knowledge and culinary and cultural prac- focus on content curation but also en-
— | miean teachers ane educators — acquire  |adavpur University.” West tell us, through bodies like GATT,  tices. [ronically, the world was more one THIS REFERS TO the aitiele, 'Don't lean i that digital tools are aceessible and
the courage to decolonise our conscious- Will it be possible? Or, or are we con- ‘World Bank, and soon, that free tracle — then than it is now, on the REI (IE, December 12), Inflation,  affordabl al Fsociety
ness, inberrogate the hicrarchy of civilisa-  demned to exast lile academic beggars? ‘was the way forward for all countries to o above the RBEs tolerance band, has Ayush Dwived], Nev Delld
thomns that the Hkes of Thomas Babington profit and prosper. Once the West began to The writer traches at Ramjias college,
Macaulay propagated, and trust our own The writer taught at INLU experience the adverse effects of “free University of Defhi
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Empowering young innovators

Prime Minister Modi highlights the role of young minds in
tackling real-world challenges with creativity and technology

how true it is for a nation. A nation that invents and finds solution to its prob-

The best way to pradict the future is to invent it, said Alan Kay. And indeed

lems marches on the path to progress. Echoing the same sentiment, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi highlighted the pivotal role of innovation in nation-build-
ing during his interaction at the Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2024, emphasising
how young minds are shaping the future through creativity and technological inge-
nuity. The event, which included participation from over 1,300 student teams across
India, showcased groundbreaking ideas aimed at solving real-world challenges.
The SIH is a testament to the transformative power of education and innovation
in building a self-reliant India. The event not only bridges the gap between acad-
emia and industry but also fosters a culture of collaboration and problem-solv-
ing. At the National Institute of Technology (NIT) Srinagar, which hosted the grand

v

finale of the software edition for the first time, 25
exceptional teams from 21 states convened to pre-
sent their innovative solutions.

The hackathon addressed 250 problem statements
submitted by 54 ministries, departments, state gov-
ernments, public sector units (PSUs), and indus-
tries, covering sectors like healthcare, sustainabil-
ity, education, disaster management and agricul-
ture. With a 240 per cent increase in participation
compared to the previous year, SIH 2024 is the
largest edition to date, involving over 86,000 teams
at the institute level and 49,000 at the national level.
Among the standout participants was the ‘Big

Brains Team' from NIT Srinagar, led by Syeeda Aiemen D Saleem. The team worked
on an Al-powered Virtual Reality Friend, a tool designed to assist children with
autism spectrum disorder and intellactual disabilities. The project, developed under
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, aims to help children enhance
social and interactive skills in a simulated environment. PM Modi lauded the team’s
empathetic approach, emphasising the global relevance of such solutions and their
potential to transform lives. PM Modi's interaction with the participants highlight-
ed his vision of leveraging local innovation to address global challenges. He stressed
that solutions tailored for India’s unique needs could resonate glabally, contribut-
ing to the world's progress. “Every child has the right to grow and prosper, and
innovative solutions like these ensure no one is left behind,” he remarked. By pro-
viding a platform for young minds to explore, collaborate and innovate, the Smart
India Hackathon is shaping the next generation of problem-solvers and leaders.
As India aims to establish itself as a global innovation hub, initiatives like SIH play
acrucial role in realising this vision, reaffirming the transformative power of edu-
cation and technology in nation-building.

Young women visit a snow covered perk afler snowdall in Shimia

AI’s boost to the
spirit of service

From streamlining efforts to enhancing inclusivity, Al is reshaping how
volunteers connect, contribute and make an impact

olunteering has long

heen a vital pillar of

community -

ment, ﬁncgl chanrg::,

and global solidarity,
offering individuals a meaningful
way i contribute o sncil:’ly: ile
fostering personal th. In
today’s ig;!lfuonnxlm fast-
paced world, the concept of vol-
unteering is undergoing a dynam-
ic transformation, largely driven
by advances in technology. The
International Volunteer Day
(VD). celebrated globally on
December 5, 2024, under the
theme “Economic and Social
Development,” highlighted the
pivotal role of volunteers in shap-
ing a better world. Sub-themes
emphasised their contributions to
alleviating crises and supporting
underprivileged populations
affected by natural disasters,
man-made crises, or socio-eco-
nomic challenges. Volunteers
have consistently been on the
frontlines of crisis management,

::;:;ping in where governments
organisations often encounter
limitations. Whether during pan-

demics, natural disasters, or
humanitarian emergencies, their
role remains indispensable, par-
ticularly for vulnerable popula-
tions. The advent of aI\:anccd
technologies, particularly
Artificial Intelligence (AL}, is sig-
nificantly reshaping the land-
scape of volunteerism,
Al enhances the efficiency, inclu-
sivity, and accessibility of volun-
teering initiatives, ensuring they
have a far-reaching impact. By
leveraging Al-driven tools, organ-
isations are creating platfoems that
align volunteer skills with oppor-
tunities, reduce mismatches, and
optimise efforts. This transforma-
tion not only improves the volun-
teer experience but also amplifies
the positive outcomes for com-
munities in need.
Al-powered platforms such as
“HelpFinder" are revolutionis-
ing how volunteers are matched
with organisations. By analysing
data on individual skills, interests,
and locations, these platforms
ensure that volunteers are placed
where they can make the most
meaningful contributions, This
ision reduces mismatches,
o0sts retention rates, and fosters
a sense of accomplishment
among volunteers, During crises,
Al-powered systems can quick-

ly analyse data to identify

affected arcas and volunteer
availability, enabling swift
deployment to critical zones,
For example, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Al-dri-
ven platforms like
“OneRescue” coordinated vol-
unteer initiatives for contact
tracing, mental health support,
mdsu}:F]ydLﬂributinn, prov-
ing invaluable in mitigating the
or
Corporate social responsibil-
ity initiatives also benefit from
AL Tools like “Benevity” facil-
itate employee engagement by
connecting them with volun-
teer opportunities that ali

with organisational goals.

solutions ensure stream-
lined coordination, impactful
volunteering, and sustained
enthusiasm among partici-
nts. A]-pnwcrcf athots
urther enhance volunteer
cxperiences by providing
instant support, answerin
queries alﬂmmisting mLﬁ
training.
In India, a nation of 145 hil
lion peaple, the ethos of serv
is deeply ingrained in its cul-
ture. Family values, religious
teachings, and community
traditions emphasise the
rtance of helping others.

Today, Al is augmenting these

cfforts. Chathots are used to
handle volunteer queries relat-
ed to wvaccination drives,
maternal health, women's and
children’s safety, and more. In
the UK, Al-driven systems
have optimised food banl
istics and facilitated grocery
deliveries to vulnerable indi-

Al ENHANCES THE
EFFICIENCY,
INCLUSIVITY AND
ACCESSIBILITY OF
VOLUNTEERING
INITIATIVES,
ENSURING THEY
HAVE A FAR-
REACHING IMPACT.
BY LEVERAGING Al-
DRIVEN TOOLS,
ORGANISATIONS ARE
CREATING
PLATFORMS THAT
ALIGN VOLUNTEER
SKILLS WITH
OPPORTUNITIES,
REDUCE
MISMATCHES AND
OPTIMISE EFFORTS

viduals, demonstrating how
technology empowers volun-
teers to make a tangible differ-
ence.

Innovative applications like
“Be My Eyes enable volun-
teers to assist visually impaired
individuals remotely, while
platforms like “GoodSAM"
connect trained volunteers
with emergency services in real
time. For example, volunteers
alerted through GoodSAM
can Emvidc critical assistance
such as CPR or use an
Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) before
professional help arrives.
Virtual volunteering has fur-
ther expanded opportunities
for protessionals to contribute
their expertise remotely.
Flatforms like “Catchafire"
and the UN's Online
Volunteering Service facilitate
mentoring, legal advice, lan-

Euasg tran;!;;i;aprjt‘; a;mc.
reakiny jic s
and mal%irng volunteering more
inclusive. Digital tools have
climinated traditional obstacles
to valunteering, such as phys-
ical distance, time constraints,
and accessibility issues.
People with disab: , care-
Eiwrs. or those in remote
cations can now volunteer
from their homes. This inclu-
sivity aligns with the 2024 IVD
theme, tostering collaboration
among diverse communitics
toward the shared goal of eco-
nomic and sncij develop-
ment.
By harnessing the right tech-
nology and resources, volun-
teers can work together to

RAJDEEF PATHAK

address pressing global chal-
nges.
In natural disasters like hurri-
canes, earthquakes, and floods,
volunteers equipped with
drones and Al tools can map
affected areas and deliver sup-
ies more efficiently. Apps I.iEr:
Zello" enable scamless com-
munication during emergen-
cies, transforming smart-
phones into walkie-talkies for
coordination, In efforts to
combat poverty and hunger,
ws]umrcrinsup;m Enm:lbaﬁ%.
organise community kitchens,
and deliver resources. Digital
tools like “ShareTheeal,” a
United Nations World Food
Programme crowdfunding
ﬂﬂnpﬂwﬂ individuals to
te meals with a simple tap,
making a significant impact on
Bloba'ﬁ'mngcr.
Education is another critical
sector where volunteering,
supported by technology, has
made remarkable strides.
Online platforms have democ-
ratised access to education,
reaching remote and under-
served commiunities. Initistives
like “Code.org" empower vol-
unteers to teach coding skills,
equipping students with the
tools needed for a technology-
driven future. Gender-focused
wolunteer mes address
inequality by providing legal
s.in:l::lcnulfl:‘;di'n]];:| and ad§ncascy
for women’s rights, further
demonstrating the transforma-
tive power :‘fx\'nluntccring.
(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti; views are
personal)
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The transformative role of

interactive learning in education

AARLL MALAVIYA

This modern approach is not just a shift in teaching strategies bur a leap
toward preparing students for the dynamic demands of the future workforce

he landscape of educa-

I ion has evolved signif-
icantly, with techno-
loggical advancements and the
integration of Al making
interactive learning a
favoured approach. Because
interactive learning fosters

eny ent, critical thinkin
anﬁaﬁcr:g-lmn memaory, ﬁ
makes it possible for knowl-
cdge to be assimilated more
thoroughly,

This is unquestionably an
improvement over the con-
ventional approaches, which
mastly emphasise rote mem-
ory and depend largely on
texthook-based technigues.
The abilities needed in today's
dynamic environment are
better suited for interactive
learning_ Passively absorbing
knowledge using convention-
al teaching approaches results
in surface learning, which is
ultimately counterproductive.
According to National
Training  Laboratories
research, passive learnim
techniques like readi
lectures only have recall rates
of 5-10 per cent.

The Advent of Interactive
Learning: A more hands-on
approach is provided by inter-
active learning, which com-
bines technology, teamwaork,

and real-world problem -soly-
ing. This increases engage-
ment and extends retention.
Digital tools, project-based
learning, and group discus-
sions are all included in this
approachis scope. Students in
interactive classrooms outper-
formed these in traditional
lectures by 6 per cent on
examinations, according to
Harvard University research.
Here are ].wmc ways 1;—?‘
interactive learnin, -
5 work better mgﬁmn-
tional strategies:

1.Enhanced Retention:
According to Mational
Training  Laboratories
research, active learning
strategies like practice-by-
dniniand group discussions
had higher retention rates,
ranging from 50 to 75 per-
cent. Students may directly
apply STEM principles

through hands-on eri-
cnccs.BAccm\:ling ) ri:c’;rch
from the American Sodiety
for Engineering Education,
pupils who participated in
interactive STEM activities
learned much more than
those who received standard
instruction.
2.Encouraging Critical
Thinking: Interactive learn-
iny otes creativity and
clistmmking by a]l;éwing
students to investigate other
viewpoints and pose ques-
tions. According to a
McKinsey & Company
research, interactive learning
environments foster critical
thinking and reflection while
increasing student engage-
ment and fostering produc-
tive social interactions.
Another immersive method
of student engagement is
gamification, which boosts
students” incentive to tackle
challenging issues and per-
mits in-depth learning.

3. Real-World Application:
Project-hased learning, which
links education to real-world
issues and increases the
applicability of information in
practical contexts, is a crucial
element of interactive learn-
ing‘.: In contrast to students
who studied using tradition-

al techniques, students who
participated in project-based
programs demonstrated
superior application of infor-
mation o real-life circum-
stances, according to a 2022
research by Edutopia.
4. Future Ready: Through
maore engaging and relevant
instruction, interactive learn-
ing equips students to over-
come obstacles more effec-
tively than traditional
approaches ever could. To
educate students for the
uncertain and constantly
changing times, education
must emphasise abilities like
problem-solving, teamwork,
and flexibility in today’s com-
petitive labor market.
Interactive approaches also
boost mativation and encour-
age teamwork, which aids
students in honing their com-
munication and teamwork
abilities. The global EdTech
market is expected to grow to
5404 billion by 2025, accord-
ing to EdTechXGlobal
Students that use an interac-
tive learning technique not
only perform better academ-
scally but are also better pre-
pared to handle problems in
the real world.
{The writer is Founder
Zamit; views are personal |

INDIA'S SOFT POWER POLICY
Madam —The ongoing conflict in Gaza
and Isracls military action against
Hamas have drawn g(}::bal attention, In
this context, Israeli Ambassador to
India, Reuven Azar, praised India’s soft
power policy, und.crll;ing its relevance
in international diplomacy. He acknowl-
cdged that Israel, due to its heavy
reliance on military strength, has lagged
in areas like information management
and public relations, India has strength-
ened its global position through diplo-
macy, cultural influence, and dialogue
as key tools of soft power.
Initiatives like yoga, cultural exchanges,
and multilateral diplomacy have not only
carned India international goodwill but
also enhanced its global image. Despite
its firm stance against terrorism, India
has effectively combined dialogue and
public relations to make its policies
inspirational for the global community.
In contrast, Israels excessive reliance on
military power weakens it in ideologi-
cal battles, further complicated by adver-
sarial propaganda from Arab media.
Military strength alone is insufficient;
tools of soft power, such as dialogue,
empathy, andPnlcdia management, are
cssential for long-term success. Indias
example demonstrates that balancing
soft and hard power not only safeguards
national interests but also garners glob-
al accr:]f:lancc. Israel s.hnuﬁ:l take inspi-
ration from India's strategy to refine its
policies and strengthen its information
and public relations framework.

R K Jain | Barwani

TACKLING ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

Madam—Apropos of the headlines
‘Identify illegal Bangladeshi immigrants,
orders LG {DoccmEcr 11}, itis wcﬁcnmc
that prominent Ulemas and Muslim
leaders have taken up the issue of ille-
gal Bangladeshi immigrants with the
government and thus depoliticised the
issue in favour of the Muslim commu-
nity, Delhi, and the entire country.
There are countrywide agitations and

UNEP honours Madhav Gadgil

ndia's veteran ecologi=t and nature scientist

Madhay Gadgil has been named as one of tha

six 'Champéans of the Earth" by the United
Matiors Envircnment Programme {UMEP) for
2024. He is renowned for his seminal work in
the ecologically fragie Wastem Ghats region of
India, which is a unique global biodiversi

Ghats Ecalegy Expert Panel in 2011, and came
out with a list of grim and grave findings for the
Western Ghats region.
The panel's report, which is populary known as
the Gadgil repart, recommendad in 20171 that
the entira hill range be deciarad an scological-
ly sensitive area and recommended a ban an
mining, quarrying. industries, new thenmal
power plants, hydropower projects, and larps-
scale wind energy projects. Gadgil’s bald and
honest recommandations faced opposition
fromn some of the state governments, palitical
bigwigs, industries, and local communities.
Brawing all odds, he champianed tha profectian
of the earth and the environment. Gadgil's
resaarch has helpad to protect marginalisad peo-
ple, promote community-driven consarvation of
and influence po king at the

hotspot. Gadgil made an extensive study on the
Wastern Ghats ragion, chairing the Westem

demonstrations against atrocities on
Hindus in Bangladesh and Bangladeshi
illegal immigrants. The issue of illegal
immigrants, whether from Bangladesh,
African countries, or any other country,
being detrimental to the integrity of the
country, law and erder, and social fab-
ric and homogeneity poses potential
challenges of demographic change,
crime control, drug menace, security,
and anarchy.
However, this is a very formidable chal -
lenge for the government to work out the
strategy and implement it in view of the
position from the immigrants and
their local political harborers. A ques-
tion will certainly arise why only in
Delhi and why not in the entire coun-
try. There may be a spate of court cases
as well in view of the large-scale illegal
issue of identity cards nrrx.'\adhar. PAN,
or BPL. It is, therefore, imperative that
a nationwide strat?}' should be evolved
and implemented firmly, Of course, the
political parties following an ap,

highast laval.
M Pradyu | Kannur

it is a national priority and a security
threat.
Vinod Johri | Delhi

VOTERS' NAME DELETED
Madam — The deletion of the eligible
voters name before the election has
encroached about the entire country and
is intensifying terrifically. The senior AAP
leader Sanjay Singh highlighted an appli-
cation for the dc%ctirm of 3,800 voters's
names in just the RK Puram constituen-
cy. Such incidents are frequently observed
hefore polls, which wrest the voting rights
and thwart them to contribute to choos-
ing preferred leaders. It's an out-and-out
violation of the Universal Adult
Franchise” in the largest democratic
country. Its a grave issue that demands
urgent action. The EC must nat turn into
a complaint tool instead of a neutral body
and deploy every effort to address it and
ensure the voter's right,

Jakir Hussain | Kanpeur

ment agenda and vote bank polili‘;s will
leave no stone unturned to disrupt it, but

Send your feedback fo:
letiersiopioneer@gmail.com
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ALLEGATIONS AGAINST FORMER IS
CHIEF HAMEED, NOW UNDER ARREST

MANAMAN SINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 12

FORMER CHIEF of Paldstan's Inter-Services
Intelkigence (151}, Lt Gen Faiz Hameed(retd)
was indicted on Tuesday on a series of
charges, indhuding “engagingin pd.mralac—
tivities,” misuse of authority and

TNt reSOUrTes, andvl:llannnntmcﬂlﬁual
Secrets Act.

According to Pakistani daily Dawn,
Hameed conducted his al-
leged misdeeds “at the be-
hest of and incollusion with
vested political interests”,

Moeez Ahmed Khan, the owner of
the Top City Housing scheme, a private
housing society in the Chowki
Hameedan area of Islamabad, had ac-
cused Hameed and his associates of ex-
tortion. He claimed that in May 2017,
paramilitary Pakistan Rangers and 151 of-
ficials including Hameed had raided Top
City offices and his home, and allegedly
stoden gold and diamond jewellery after
falsely accusing Khan of terrorism.

The petitioner said that e was subse-
cuenthy forced to “pay Rs 4
crore in cash™ and “sponsor
a private TV network for a
Fews months” in a deal bro-
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APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 12

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday barred
civil courts across the country from register-
i i < 2
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1991 Act: What SC stopped, why

Order applies to both pending suits and those that may be filed in future. Inits Babri Masjid ruling, SC said
1991 Act was part of ‘basic structure’ of Constitution. This may be relevant as it hears challenge to 1991 law

1991: Maces of Worship (Special
Pruvmunsjlkl:cnatlzd said

and
tithe of any place of worship, and from order-
ing surveys of disputed religious places un-
til further orders.

“As the matter is sub fudice..., we deem it

This news comes four loered by H wher,
manths after the Army be- SardarMajaf.
#an court martial
imgs against the man who W'Imammllasheen
was Pakistan’s top spymas- ‘taken against Hameed
ter from June 2019 o In April 2024.3C0|m af
Mowernber 2021, and consid- [nquiry headed by a Major
ered tobe a cose ally to for- General ofthe Pakistan Ay
mer Prime Minister Imran - LtiGen FaizHameed  wasconvened against LtGen
Khan, whiis nowin jail was the 151 chief Hameed. The Summary of
Onceconsidered tobein — from 2019 to 2021, Evidence has culminated in

the running to be the
Pakistan Army Chief,
Hameed resigned from service in 2022,
soon after Prime Minister She hbaz Sharif

the court martial
In a press release, the
Inter-Services Public Relations (15PR ) said:
“Complying with the mdmadSupn:mL‘

appai 1) LEGen Asi Tir toyre-
placethe en(jamar] i
as Pakistan Army Chief.

' uien
Ha

meed?

‘The Field General Court Martial (FGOM)
againstthereti fial-
lowing adverse observations made by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan last year. On
Movemnber 14, 2023, the court noted the:

Courtof Pakistan,a ofinguiry
was undertaken by Pakistan Arrmy, o as-
certain cormectness of complaints in Top
City case made against Lt Gen Faiz Harmeed
(Retd .. Consequenthy, appropriate disci-
plinaryaction hasbeeninitiated against Lt
GenFaiz Hameed {Retd ), under provisions
of Pakistan Ay Act.”

‘The retired general hasbeen putunder
arrest. However, unlike cvilians, he has not
bcmpunn]alLHamacd has been housed

the allegat against  inaguest oo officers'messin
Hameed ina petition filed by the cwnerof — Rawalpindi, withan Army officer and some
areal estate company. troops deputed to guard him.

ULTRA-PROCESSEDFOODWEREQVER
90%QFUS ADULTS DIETS: STUDY

AMEW analysis of the dietary habits of

Americans has found that between
2003 and 2018, the share of Ultra-
Processed Foods {UPFs) eaten at home
increased, while that of Minimally
Processed Foods (MPFs) decreased.

Though these trends have been no-
ticed earlier, the study aimed to deter-
mine whether UPFs are primarily con-
sumed At Home (AH) or
Howay From Home (AFH), "o
inform policies and mes-
sages to improve dietary
quality.” It found that UPFs
comprised more than 50% of
both the total AH energy in-
take and the total AFH en-
ergyintake.

Published in The jowmol
af Mutrition earlier this
muonith, the study [ Trends in
Adults” Intake of Un-
processed/Minimally Processed, and
Ulera-processed foods at Home and fsway
from Home in the United States from
2003-2018") was led by researchers at

the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of

Public Health.

Itexamined data from the 2003-2013
Mational Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey, a national annual
survey of more than 34,000 adults.

On two separate days, participants

PAPER
CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

‘were ashed about the foods they ate in the
last 24 hours, Using an existing framework
for grouping foods by the level of process-
ing.fnudsw:mas&ignrdmnnmfﬁmn'rat-
egories: unprocessed or mlmma]ly
processed, processed culinany |

processed, and ultra-proces sed. The last

category contains foods with heavyuse of

artificial sweeteners, food colouring, and
emulsifiers. Increased con-
sumption of processed foads,
like french fries and cookies,
has been linked to heart dis-
eases, weight gain and other
health issues.

Researchers found that
overall, UPFs comprised
maore than half of all calories
consumed at home, rising
from 51% in 2003 to 54X in
2018. They said these find-
ings "highlight the ubiguity
and increasing proportion of UPFs i m
United States adults’ diets regal

appropri direct that no fresh suits may
be filed nor registered or proceedings be or-
dered till further orders of this court... We
also direct that in pending suits, the courts
‘wiould not pass any effective interim orders
or final orders including orders of survey tll
the nixxt date of hearing,” the Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna said.

Case before the court

The Bench, also comprising Justioes PV
Samjay Kumarand KV Viswanathan, washear-
ing petitions challenging the constitutional va-
licity of the Places of Worship Act, 1991,

The law, brought in the wake of the Ayo-
dhya movemsent, prohibits comversion of any
place ofworshipand provides for the mainte-
nance of the religious character of places of
worship as itedsted on August 15, 1947,

" Wikimeddia Commans
KAMAL MOULA MOSQUE,
BHOJSHALA COMPLEX. DHAR
Case; Petition filed before MPHC in
2022 challenging 2003 ASI order allow-

whether foods are consumed AH or AFH™.
Julia Wolfson, the study’s lead au-
thor, said. “We need strategies to help
people choose less processed foods™ for
‘both AH and AFH consumption. “Stromg
nutrition labels warning of high ultra-
processed food content may be war-

ranted,” she added.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

YOUR GO-T0 INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION
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offer Fridays.
Status: In March 2024, HC sought “scien-
tific survey”. In April, SC disallowed dige-
ing that changes character of premises.

Apurva Vishwinath
SHAHI IDGAH MOSQUE, MATHURA
Case: Several suits filed since 2020 seek-
ing remonal of

haracter” of a place of
worship will remain as it wason
August 15, 1947, Only exception: “Ram
Janma Bhumi-Babri Masjid". The

PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT: A TIMELINE

the Gyanvapi mosgue.

May 2022: After case reached SC, then
CJIDY Chandrachud orally observed
that a survey “may not necessarily fall
foul” of the Places of Worship Act.

were razed by medieval rulers.

The 5C also observed that court orders in
these civil suits could be challenged on the
grounds that they viclate larger constitutional
principles of secularismand the rube oflav, ir-
respective of the Flaces of Waorship Act.

Challenge to the 1991 Act

Meamwhile, the SC will have to hear the
constitutional challenge to the 1991 Act.
These petitions have been pending since
2020, It remains to be seen if the Centre will
defend the law or argue againstit.

The petitioners have challenged the law
on twomain grounds First, that it takes away
rhc power o t]udlcla] review by abating

Omly the Ram Janmabhoormi-Babei Masjid
dispute was kept out of the purview of the
law since the case was already sub fudice.

What the order impacts

The order applies to bath civil suits that
are already pending ( there are several; befow)
and to those that may be filed in the future,

Renwka Purt
GYANVAP] MOSQUE. VARANAS]
Casee: Suit filed on behalf of Adi Vishwne-
shwarin 1991, In 2021 five Hindu wom-

ensou i

Ayodhya agitation was raging at the 2022-2024: At least six suits were
time: Babri Masjid was st filed claimi A eofa

Ot 2020: First petition filed Hindu temple at the site of a mosque
challenging the Act; five more filed or dargnh. Surveys were ordered in
subsequently —on grounds of three of these cases.
arbitrarinessondate, andthe factthat  Dec2024:SC ther survey

it takes away judicial review., orders, further “effective” orders, and
Aug 2021: suitin the fresh suits
Varanasi seeking permission to pray at — AJOY SINHA KARPURAM

The arder bars the "registration” of cases
by civil courts. Consequently, they also can-
not order a survey, or seck a report from the
Archeological Survey of India (ASI), as they
have done in several recent instances.

Al these cwil cases have raised questions
on the title of IMOSGUES, arguing that they

atthe time of passing the
Lawan.d prohibiting fresh claims in courts.
Second, that it is arbitrary in retrospectively
picking August 15, 1947 as the cut-off date
for determining the religious character of a
place of worship.

In 2018, in the five-judge Constitution
Bench ruling in the Ayodhya case, the SChad
referred tothe 1991 law as forming a part of
the “basic structure of the Constitution™.

While the 1991 law was not directly un-
der challenge in that case, the 5C observa-
nr.lns :nuld m]l be relevant in determining

were builton Hin tures that

SHAHI JAMA MASJID,
SAMBHAL

‘Case:Suit filed on
November 19 daiming
mosgue was built on -
ins of an andient temple
that was dedicated to
Lord Kalki.
Status: Civil Judge
{Senior Division),
‘Sambhal ordered
survey, which triggered
violence on November
24, inwhich several
people were killed. On
Novemnber 29, SC asked
‘court mot to proceed
‘with suit fior now.
Gajendra Viday -

Wikimedia Comons
SHAMSI JAMA MASJID, BUDAUN
Case: Suit filed in 2022 by Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha claiming temple to

ip there,
Status: Sessions Judge ordered ASI
survey; upheld maintainability of 2021
suit in 2023. Maintainability of 1991 suit
was alsoupheld in 2022,

Wikitmedia Commans

TEELE WALI MASJID, LUCKNOW
Cage: In 2013, suit filed by Hindus seek-

Status: In August 2024, Al
rejected c

mosque; also question va- ing survey of mosgue allegedly built af-
lidity of 1968 “agreement” that allowed ter Aurangzeb demolished temple.
muosgue and a new temple to co-exist. Status: Maintainability of suit pending
befor HC; snit seeking
mJunmon to allow Hindu devotees to
toSC. pray Civil Judge.

suits. Mosque committee |

ing permission to pray.
Status: Fast-track court in Budaun is
currenthy hearing arsuments on
maintainability of the suit.

rod at site; seek-

Wikimedia Commores
AJMER SHARIF DARGAH, AJMER
Case: Suit filed in September 2024
claiming there is evidence of a temple to
Lord Shiva at the site.

validity of the law,

— PENDING SUITS ONMOSQUE-TEMPLEDISPUTES

Wikinedia Cormmoens
ATALA MOSQUE, JAUNPUR
Case: Suit filed in May 2024 seeking
declaration that Atala Devi temple ex-
isted at site; possession of property; re-
straining order against non-Hindus,
Status: Survey ordered: Jaunpur court
‘was to hear plea for security to
surveyorson December 16, Petition
filed at Allahabad HC challenging
registration of suit.

Wiakiredi Cormmoens
QUWWAT-UL-ISLAM MOSOQUE, DELHI
(Case: I 2020, suit filed secking restora-
tion of Hincdu and Jain deities inside
moscue in Qutub Minar complex.
Status: Civil Judge rejected suit in 2021
stating it was barred by provisions of
Places of Worship Act, 1991, Challenge
tothis orderis pending.

Express

MALALI JUMA MAS]ID, MANGALURU
Case: Suit filed in 2022 by VHP claiming
“temphe like” structure was found be-
nzat.h ﬂn:mosqm:dm'ing rengvation;

Status: Civil Judge ices to
Union Ministry of Minority Affairs, ASI,
and the Ajmer Dargah Committee on
Novernber 27,

vey of premise
Sutus 0n January 31, 2024 Karnataka
HC ordered trial court to first decide on
‘maintainability of suit.

Nine years after it was finalised, a critical look at the Paris Agreement

AMITABH SINHA
MEW DELHI. DECEMBER 12

THEPARISA

Thie main goal of the Paris Agreement —

within 1.5 degree Celsiusof pre-industrial av-
cmg.‘s.t\wdcgmxcdslus intheworst case
wre distant than ever. In

thewaorld from the wotst]rnpansufcllmaw

a clnar sign of growing fnmannnmlhﬂlc

Framesvork Corvention on Climate Change
[UMFCCC), the Kyoto Protocol placed the bulk
ofthe obligations of fighting cimate change
on richand developed countries, whille ask-
mgdeveloping nations tocontribute accord-
ng to their respective capabilities.

«change. But nine years after it finsali
— on December 12, 2015 — it is perhaps

treaty, anumberofc s, led
b,lmcsmalllsl.mdmnmﬁ have begun ex-
hes for amore ef-

more fragile than ever, app 1E increas-
ingly ineffective and helpless in containing
the rapidly worsening climate situation.

In these nine years, annual global emis-
sions have grown 8% from about 49 billion
mumofmchwuakmm 53k

fective fight against climate change. The
International Court of justice is currently
hearing a case which seeks to define coun-
tries" obligations on dimate change, and the

Average. al termy

[ 111 degree Ce

Changing course

industrial averageto 145 dcgmccdsmsd:uw
that level, And, Incstasscssm:nlssuggcst
that 2024 isal year
tobreach the 15 degree Ce

Before the Paris Agreement, came the
Kyoto Protocol in 1997, In keeping with the
pnnnplcs of equity and differentiated re-

5 ities enshrined in the 1992 LN

But with the ris-
ingeconomic power of China,
and afraid of the constraints
that climate o'bl]gauons put
on their own de-

CLIMATE

oo Protocol had assigned specific emis-

sions reduction targets on developed coun-

tries, but placed virtually no responsibilities

on the rest of the world. The Paris

mandated evel to take cli-

mate actions, h'utunlylna"nmunally-de—
termined” manner,

of the developed world.

Nothing illustrates this better than the fi-
nance deal reached in Baku this year.
Developed nations, under the legal obliga-
tionof UNFCCC, are supposed to provide fi-
nance and wchnulngy to developing ocnm—

{imate change. Dy

freeing developed countries of

na(u:lns had themselves promised to raise

With every country only
putting ina bare minimum ef-

veloped countries worked
hard to dismantle the Kyoto Protocol.
Although their first atternpt, made in 2009
at the Copenhagen conference, failed, de-
veloped countries managed to have their
wway six years later in Paris.

In the garb of getting everyone to con-
tribute, the Paris Agreement severehy weak-
ened the fight against dimate change. The

fort o meet their Faris commit-
menits, global dimate action isnow nolonger
aligned with the emission reductions re-
«quired to keep global warming in check.
Progressive weakening
But even the provisions contained inthe

Paris Agreement have been slowly decon-
structed over the years to suit the interests

annually fior this purpose from
ZDZﬂ.Th: Paris Agreement has a provision
for increasing this amount post 2025,

Several assessments have shown that
developing countries need trillions of dol-
lars a year for climate action. Howewer, in
Baku, countries agreed to raise
the £100billion amiount to just 3300 bilion
ayear,and that oo onky from 2035, The lack
of adequate finance almost crushes any
hopes of more ambitious climate action
from developing countries.

Dwindling trust

‘With Donald Trump returning to power
next year, the United States is almost certain
toedt the Parss Agreement once again. Ingen-
eral the trustin the Paris Agreement is dwin-
diling, particularty amongst the countries that
are most threatened by dimate impacts,

This is why Vanuatu, a small island na-
tion north-east of Australia, galvanised sim-
ilarly-placed nations to get a resolution
passed by the UN General Assembly last
year seeking advice from the IC] on what
countries' climate obligations were,

The IC] was asked to make its assess-
ment not just on the existing climate-spe-
=
WINFCCC, and its two treaties, Kyoto Protocol
and Paris Agreement, but also in light of
other international laws like the universal
dedaration on human rights.
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Marketing reforms

India's agri-marketing system needs an upgrade

he Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare recently ciron-
lated a draft “Mational Policy F‘ramr:wurk on .‘\g1cultumlMarkttmg
imviting puhlic comments and s 15 Despif
inagricultural output and productivity over the years, agricultural mar-
keting has not evolved with time. Agricultural reforms should, therefore, not
remain limited to factor-market reforms, but should also include efforts to liber-
alise constraints to marketing. This will benefitall stakeholders, inchuding farmers
and consumers. In this context, the draft policy calls for the need to achieve bar-
rier-free trade in agricultural produce und.cl E umiorm pan-Indian framework.

There are 7057 regulatec wcher the Agricultural
Produce Market Committee (APMC) Acts of states and Union Territories (UTs)
However, the aversge density of these markets is just one in 407 square kilometres
(s km), much lower than the prescribed norm of one in 80 sq km. Moreover, only
1410 markets are linked to the electronic-national agriculture market (e-MNAM)
network from 23 states and four UTs, while more than 1,100 markets remain non-
functional. Further, around 450 markets have little or no infrastructure and are
operating in unfavourable conditions. In this regard, the draft policy has done
wiell to propose measures like increasing the reach of farmer-consumer mm'lu:ts
o that farmer irectly sell their produce in retail to
grameen haats into Grameen Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), especially in hllly
and the Northeast regions, and strengthening high-level precision facilities odented
to agri-processing and exports at district and state levels.

To digitise the marketing process to reduce information asymmetry and
bring about transparency, the policy has also recommended consolidating and
expanding e-NAM beyond APMC markets to public and private purchase
centres and grameen haats. More i y. the policy h lled for increased
private-sector participation, preferably in public-private partnership (PPP)
maode, to address the infrastructure gap in APMC markets, along with the cre-
ation of an "Empowered Agricultural Marketing Reform Committee” of state
agricultural marketing ministers on the lines of the empowered committee of
state finance ministers on goods and services tax to push the states to adopt
the reform provisions in the state APMC Acts.

Sewveral farmer organisations have raised concerns that increased private-
sector participation may lead to monopaolisation to the detriment of the farmers
and reduce their bargaining power. However, allowing direct farm-gate pur-
chases of farm produce by bulk retail buyers without having to go through the
state-notified mandis or pay the various levies and fees that these markets
charge can ultimately tilt the terms of trade in farmers’ favour in the long run.
Establishing a quarterly “Ease of Doing Agri-trade” index, as recommended
by the draft policy, will also foster healthy competition among states, Notably,
the draft policy acknowledges that, since agricultural marketing is a state
subject under Entries 14 and 28 of List-11 (State List) of the VII Schedule of the
Indian Constitution, both the state and Union governments will have to work
together, After having to withdraw farm laws in the past, the government has
done well to adopt a consultative and persuasive way to push a‘hncull.ural
reforms. Nonetheless, there is a need to invest in better storage and
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The man who will shape 2025

Trump's views on tariffs and trade reflect a majority perspective

inthe US that the world will need toadapt to

‘ever in recent memory has the fate of the
world at the approach of a New Year hinged
on one person as it does today. In recent

ILLLASTRATION: EIRAY SINHA

is. The big question is whether lhe Deep State will

His commitment to tar ffs dates back to the late 1980s.
— In 1989, he had called for tariffs of 15 to 20 per
cent on Japanese imports to cutts the trade deficit.
‘These in doubt may want to read Fobert Lighthizer's
No Trade is Free. Mr Lighthlzer was US Trade
Representative in the previous Trump administration
and had Mr Trumps enthusizstic backing for his ideas.
He was a contender for the post of Treasury Secretary
or Commerce Secretary this tdme around but didn't
make the cut. It would be a mistake to think that the
case agalnst free trade arises from kgnorance of hasie
economic precepts. It ks a carefully thought through
position. Mr Lighthizer's main points are as follows.
First, the efficl ament for
because the benefits accrue to a few, while the losers
are more numerous. And no, the losers aren't compen-

let Mr Trump get on with the has in mind.

weeks, it has seemed that key political and
decislons in the world's political capitals are on hold
until Donald Trump's assumption of office as
President of the United States next January.

TheUS s, by a wide margin, the workd's pre-eminent

power, The acth it b

the rest of the world. However, Mr Trump ks ot Just.
another US President. In respect of both forelgn and
economic policy, he represents a sharp
discontimuity, one that is potentially
disruptive for the US as well as the rest
of the world. That is why the world
watches with bated breath.

In the realm of geopolitics, the
world awalts Mr Trump's moves in
raspect of two hot spots, West Asia
and Ukraine, Economic pollcymak-
ers are bracing for Mr Trump's moves
on two of his key promises: Higher
tariffs on imports into the US and a
crackdown on illegal iImmigration.

The demonisation of Mr Trump
s 50 common In the Western main-
stream media that he ksn't being giv-
encredit for swearing by something
that few would disagree with: The world could do
with fewer wars. It is worth quoting from a speech
Mr Trump made in March 2023:

“We need PEACE without delay. In addition. there
must also be a complete commitment to dismantling

t i walist n that 15 per-
petually dragzing us into endless wars, pretending to
fight for freedom and democracy abroad, while they
turn us into & third-world country and & third-world
d.bcmorshlp rl.ght}nmathnme 1‘he State Department.

intell Aces. anc
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infrastructure, including decentralised storage and warehouse facilities, and
resurrect derivatives trading for agri-commodities in the country.

Demand-supply mismatch

Affordable housing shortage must be addressed

ousing affordability is getting worse across Indian cities. Inorecent
years, demand in the affordable segment has suffered as the target
Eroup i affected by the ic, Further, inter-
est-rate hikes on howsing loans and a sharp rise in residential prices
have made it challenging for I.o\mncumc buyers toenter the market. Consequently,
affordable i ntially declined in recent
years, Pandemic-induced distress, coupled with rising costs of construction and
lahour costs, prompted real estate developers toshift their focus away from afford-
able housing and uand Imurysrgmmts_'l'cgcthcr &u:sc
factors have resulted in a demand
A recent sludy conducted bv nghl F‘rank and th: Confederation D} Indian
Industry highli Fthe problem.

The study shows that India will face an affordable housing shortage of 31.2
million units by 2030, There is already an existing shortage of 10,1 million units.
It also points towards a moderation of sales in the affordable category. In 2018,
54 per cent of all residential sales in the top eight cities of India were concentrated
in the affordable category. In 2024, this share declined to 26 per cent. This con-
tinues to happen despite the housing market witnessing a robust upswing amid
increasing urbanisation, rising income levels, am:l growing formalisation of the
economy. Their affordahle ial units in the country is
concerning and calls for lmrm:dum: attention. To add to the problem, house
prices h increased in the past few years, especially in the affordable
housing segment. For instance, the study shows that, between 2019 and 2024,
the average launch prices in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region increased at a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 8 per cent for residential units below
30 square metres (sq m), while sverage prices of residential units of 60-160 5q m
witnessed a CAGR of only 4.4 per cent. Decline in development owing to the pro-
jects' financial infeasibility, lack of affordable land availability, and high loan
dependency of both developers and potential buyers are some of the obstacles.

Unaffordable housing is a drag on the economy. It erodes the urban wage
premium for workers and makes it increasingly costly for employers to retain
talent. Moreover, a supply shortage creates conditions for wealthy real estate
developers and agents to exploit the tight market, squeexing excessive profits
from renters and crowding out first-time homebaryers, In this contest, povernance
of housing markets must include more robust planning. Government policies
such as the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yu]anaaml the National Urban Rmtal Huusm‘g
TPolicy may not be enough. Developi te it physical
infrastructure deficit in those areas can help spread economic activities and
reduce pressune on mega cities, Creating housing fecilities for industrial workers,
muaximising land use by allowing a higher floor area ratio, and ensuri c}

needtobe
stitured to fire the Deep Staters and put America First.™
Ifthat is not radical thinking, one knows not what

FINGER ON THE

In West Asla Mr Trump has been presented with
orts with the Assad
regime in Syria. The issue is not whether Mr Trump
can extricate the US from Syria. [t i how he intends
tir dheal with plans for the creation of & Greater lsrael
and the neo-con project to deal with other hostile
regimes, notably lran. There ks the power of the srael
lobby in the US. Mr Trump himself has been hawkish
on Iran, For Mr Trump to put his vision of peace into
practice where West Asla is con-
«cerned will be guite a challenge.

On Ukraine, there is scope for
greater optimism. Mr Trump has
been emphatic that Ukraine must
negotiate an end to the conflict with
Russia. The Biden administration
attempted to queer the pltch for Mr
Trump there too by allowing Ukraine
to fire long-range missiles into
Russian territory. Russia responded
with a new missile to which Nato
apparently has nocounter-measure.
After atwo week break, Ukraine has
again fired long-range missiles into
Russla. A strong retaliation from
Russla is on the cards.

Russia has made It clear that it ks not willing to
freeze the status quo and that any settlement will
mnow have to be pretty much on Bussia’s terms. Wi
should not be surprised If Mr Trump decides to end
America’s involvement in Ukraine by forcing
President Volodymyr Zelenskoy's hand.

‘Om the US home front, there ks no ambiguity what-
soever. An increase in tariffs and the deportation of
illegal immigrants are both certainties. The only
question 1s how far and how quickly Mr Trump will
2o in implementing these measures.

Tariffs are an article of falth with Mr Trump. He
deeplyand are needed
o realise his vision of a prosperous United States.

Clearing the way for air taxis

ration that air taxis will soon become a reality
in India signals the advent of -genera-
thon reforms in the drone ecosystem. Just three years
ago, developing and operating drones in India
seemed unthinkable, However, the country has simce
undergone a dramatic transformation, rapidly evoly-
ng intva vibrant hub of drone technology and Inno-
vation, and it is now polsed for the next phase of
progress in the sector.
‘The Drone Rules of Awgust 2021 marked the first-
reform in 15ty Hmm(
this o with its share of c
an I.ntr]gulng backstory. After years of d.ellheratlr.m
and growing demand tu open. the drone sector, the
ol Civil & e
in March 2021. While these rules
afmed to encourage privateenterprise,
they i excessive restrictlons,
threatening to stifle industry growth.
‘The turning point cams when Mr
Modi intervened, holding several
meetings that brought together min-
Istries, securlty agencles, and other
key stakeholders to ensure align-
ment on & more progressive
approach. The August 2021 rules
replaced the March 2021 rules. and
the rest, as they say, Is history.
Over 90per cent of Indlan alrspace
was declared green zones for drone
operations, and the Unmanned Alrcraft Systermn Traffic
Management (UTM) framework was approved. To
energlse and encourage entrepreneurs, the Bharat
Drone Mahotsav 2022 was organised. fostering inno-
vatlon and leadarship within the drone ecosysterm.
The government complemented the opening of the
drone sector with transformative initlathves almed at
mainstreaming drone usage. The Svamitva scheme,
for instance, has used drones tosurvey and map over
290,000 villages, providing property ownership cer-
tificates tomil ions who previously lacked formal doc-
1. Similarly, in 2021, d -hased

P rime Minister Narendra Modl's recent decla-

.2

finance for both home buyers and developers may also alleviate the problem to
alarge extent. Another potential solution lies in repurposing vacant lands owned
by various public-sector undertakings and state authorities.

surveys were mandated for large mines, enhancing
effickency and accountability. In agriculture, aver 3000
dromes are deployed for aerlal spraying in 3000000
acres — and the number Is expected to grow further.
‘The Drone Didi initiative has empowered rural women

OFF THE GRID
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by training over 1000 female drone pilots, bringing
drone technology into practical use in nural areas.

To support the growth of the domestic industry,
the government banned the import of foreign
drones; introduced a production-linked incentive
scheme, and Hberallsed exports, Initatives [ke IDEX
Challenges have spurred startups to develop drones
for natlonal defence, enabling exports to other
matlons. Consequently, India's drone market has
grown from near nonexistence in 2021 to $654 mil-
lion by 2024, and s projected to reach $1.43 billlon
by 2029 at a compound annual growth rate exceed-
ing 17 per cent. The numbser of operational drones
s expected to rise from 10,803 in 2024 to 61393 by
2029, signalling a robust and innovation-driven
future for India’s drone ecosystem.

With drone technology breaking
new ground, alr taxis are polsed to
revolutionise urban mobility, ofering
apmmlsingsalmlunmthe crippling

1that plagues many

d through the gains from trade. For example. man-
ufacturing workers cannot be easily retrained two do
skilled work in services. The relocation of whole com-
munities is not a simple matter either. Secondly, the
services sactor does not create jobs on the same scale
a8 Only can
well-paying jobs for the vast majority of Americans.

Thirdly, the LS needs manufacturing because it s
not in the interest of national sacurity to be depandent
fully on others for goods such as shee] and pharmaceu-
ticals. Mam
sarvices exports and hence are vital to containing the
U:: trade deficit. Manu!acmdng |s.abig source of Inno-

ation 50t is not

T.hntser‘" by de]lnkpdlmrn 1ring
Fourthly, it is incorect to suppose that the LS trade
deficit is self-correcting through a fall in the value of
the dollar. The US has been mnning trade deficits for
decades —and these keep growing. The Us s the world's
reserve currency, so the dollar attracts capitad inflows,
which comesinthe merica’s
leading trade partners, notably China, tend to manipu-
late their currenches to keep thelr exchange rates low.
‘They also indulge in "unfalr trade” — subsidising domes-

tic comy and evecting non-tarff barrers,

Mr Lighthizher's punchline: All the great
economies of the world were built behind a wall of
and often with go money. The
National Democratic Alllance government's initla-
tives to boost segments of manufacturing through a
combination of subsidies and tariffs are in line with

Mr Lighthizer's thinking and that of Mr Trump.
Economists may ridicule Mr Trump's belief in
tariffs a5 an instrument for remaking the US.
However, as his convincing win in the recent presi-
dential elections shows, his anti-globalisation stance
captures the mood of the majoerity of the American
electorate. In the New Year, the world has little choice

but to adjust to Mr Trump's way of thinking.

ttrammoahan 285 gmail.oem

Recognising this need, the Directorate General of
Civil Awlation {DGCA) Issued an advisory circular on
September 5, under Rule 78 r.|[ the Aincraft Rules,
I';IJ? ‘This comgpr | blishes infr:

ards for vertipart mEEngar
lmml.ns.]! charging statlons, alr traffic control sys-
tems, visual aids for landing, battery charging pro-
tocols, and emergency response systems. This timely
and forward-looking notification is an important first
stap towards second-generation drone reforms In
the country.

Further, the DGCA kssued alrworthiness certifica-
ton guidelines for VTOL aircraft on September 11,
These guidelines apply to alrcraft with a maximum
take-off welght of up to 5700 kg, effectively covering
air taxis capable of carrying 40-50 passengers. The
regulations remove exdsting restrictions and permit
fAighits beyond visual line of sight and above 400 feet,
essentlal for drone taxi operations,

For India to become drone-taxi reed), akey poticy
k—an automated Unmanned Traffie

cities. In India’s metros, commuters
spend an average of two howrs — or
nearly 7 per cent of thelr day — traw-
elling to work, one of the highest rates
ghobally. Dirone taxis offer a chance
to reduce comumute times. Similarly,
dmne ambulances could dmsllc.all)

Management (UTM) system—is essentlal. Such a
framework is crucial for ensuring seamless opera-
tlons of bath manned and unmanned aircraft with-
out mutual interference. While the DigiSky platform
was envisioned to regulate and sutomeate drone oper-
ations following the August 2021 rules, its develop-
ment remains delayed. ]n contrast, countries like

TETZENCY response
potentlally saving countless Ilves
Beyond medical use, air taxis have
applications in law enforcement and disaster evao-

portation hy l. Several natdons,
including the US, lsrael, China. and the UAE, are
already advancing drone tasd programmes, China, in
particular, set a landmark in October 2023 by granting
typecenification toa two-passenger drone taxd. Dubal
i also moving forward, with vertiports under con-
struction to support future operations,

Building on first-generation reforms, India has
emerged as a competitive force In the global drone
industry. Many startups are advancing indlgenows
drone tax designs. However, to unlock the sector's
full potential, next-generation policy reforms are
esgential. Drone taxis, designed for vertical take-off
and landing (VTOL) in congested urban aress, require
dedicated vertiports akin to alrports or bus terminals.

the Us have my h as the Low
Altirude Authorisation and Notification Capability
(Laanc), operational since 2021, Laanc provides near-
instant access to controlled airspace by automating
approval processes through a digital interface with
Federal Avlation Administration-approved Drone
Sarvice Suppliers. Indla must alzo mandate statu-
tory-hacked drone insurance and lability coverage
for air cargo and passenger taxi operations. This
would align with global standards, such as the
Montreal Convention of 1999, which governs Insur-
ance and lability protocols in alr travel.

As the drone industry ascends w new helghts,
second-generation reforms can position India as a
global Drone Shakei. The recent policy push by the
government signals its readiness to meet the chal-
lenges ahead.

The authar s distinguished visiting professor, 1T Karipus,
anda farmer deferece secretary

XiJinping’s ‘Marxist nationalism’

BOOK REVIEW

GUNJAN SINGH

nithe |zt few years, there have been

multiple attempts by scholars to

understand and analyse the
thoughts of Xi Jinpéng. This is because as
‘General Secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and President of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), he has.
managed to change the discourse on
China's domestic and foreign policy.
Given the opaque nature of the CPCE
functioning, one is always left wonder-
Ing how and why things happen and
‘what the world can expect from Xi.
Understanding XI's policies are also
crucial because China is central to the
international system. That is why this

When it d

hook by Kevin Rudd, who ch Iz his
years of experience of working with
China, is an essential read.

‘Theauthor conducts adetailed and
nuanced reading of all th

1estic p\:l]l.c)'

the posturingiac
nationalism. lhlsisapparemwllhme
rise of "wolfwarrior” diplomacy. These

ol ruclal because Xl does

speeches and directives by Xjam:l
concludes thatthe Chinese leader is
determined tostrengthen ideclogy,
change global normsin China's favour,
and laavea legacy of histhoughts asthe
drivingmandate forthe CPC.

‘The major theme of the bookis that
Xihasabandoned Deng Xlaopings
dictumto "hide the strength, and bide
thetime". Under Xi. Chinais ready to

notwant the Chinesestate to becomea
challengerto the “political and
operational primacyofa Leninist
Party". The Leninist Party is the soul of
Chinaand being "red’ ls mandatory, No
surprises that Xi has executed the
longest anti-corruption drive inthe
CPCs history, with the projected goal of
preserving the party's sanctity.

It ude, then, that

25 years away from thizcritical transition
toamore advanced formof socialism”,
and thisstage, Mr Rudd predicts, may
end somewhere after 2035 and before
2049 Xiis alsotrying tobridge Chinesa
culture and Mandsm.

Onecanalsosee the riseof the kind of

cultleadership similar totheone that Xialsobell Chinais now

developed under MaoZedong. " Xihad almo lobal d of the Unived S Global Development
become‘thecore’ the ONXLINPING: Such policy directives

‘marshal’, the general’, =, havealsopushed foran

thegreatleader' and uii!.‘!lw mn";:‘fm Increased sssertion,

now the ‘pilot atthe —— mmlﬂcnl 5 especially

helm' afhisincraasingly ~ mmtfmﬁ toterritorialand

Leninist Party” Mr Ruthor: Kevin nelghbourhood polickes

Rudd writes, adding. "In Rudd of Beljing.

only five years, a Publishar: 0LP Talwanisalsoa

cascadingsat of actions
and anr

flexi les. The primar
isthat China under X1 is moving lefton
the economy and fight on forelgn

policy. The author calls this "Xi's

Marxist Nationali=m”. The clampdown
onthe private sector hasbeen the norm
under X1, whopercelves i

whenit o e polities under
X, it'sthe party that reigns supremein its
wruest form, and ideology dictates this.

had.... built XLJinping's -
new Map-like status, reinforced byan
almost Mao-like cult personality” These

Deng’sera of putting id
beckseatlsmrandsoi!thecmtmliryoF
relnmandopenlngup T hlsmuchl!

I'scentralityin
theparty apparatus, gpart from the
ahuljtbmofthemm'llimhon the

n beader for life.

anaberrationto CPCrenets. Thetrend s
towards the “contraction of the pri

sphere and expansion uflhepub]bc
sphere controlled by the party”.

isoverand” thnacuuLd now be lessthan

dinafull-blooded
ideational and nationalise strugale

e as the f: jui
reﬁorrnandupenjngup have been Whenitoomeswfmelgn pallcy, Mr
fficial statement: Ruddwritesthat "Xi Jinping’s China
UnderXi,the prix clalism

Pages: 510
et %2734

‘against the Western world". This has
been possible because Xi believesthat
the United States hasbeen continuoushy
“distracted by its rollingwars in the
widar Middle East, and hasbecomea
lessdecksive factor inshaping China's
overall strategic caleulus®.

book provides a nuanced perspective on
how Xi has gradually become assertive
Ininternational institutions like the
United Natlons. The sole agenda here is
toalterthe accepted normsofthe
Western wotld and strengthen Chinese
viewpolnts. The concepts of

C of Commaon Destimy (CCD),

itlative (GDI),
Global Security Initiative (GS1) and the
Global Civilization Initiative (GCI) are,
thus, belngpmlectedasp-ussihl.e

crucial factortoday as Xi
hasintrinsically Hnked
ationof

alter order,
MrRudd hasalsodealt w‘]ththe
guestionofwhat happens after X1, which
hasbeen perplexing China watchers. He
concludesthat Xiwill onlybe
comfortable handing over powertothe
genarationthat hasbeen educated and

it

theChinese nationand reunification is.

theultimategoal. MrRudd paints avivid

plcturedthe pa:sjhleummmand
fut

mou ythe "Xi.linping Thought”.
Under X, the mistakes of Mao have been
glossed overand the achievementsof
Deng)daeplng JHang Zemin and Hu

i

a0 acr:
theTalwan Straits, the cutcome ofwhich
will have amajor impact on the future of
CPCand global geopolitics.

xi hasbeenpushlng forachangein

norms,

en, making it increasingly
apparent that tounderstand China of
todayand the future, one will have to
become astudent of XIJinping Thought.

O PJindal

ik
especially the idea of human rights. The
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Parl held to ransom
by both govt & Opp.

he Winter Session of Parliament has witnessed a series of curious

events with some having precedents but not the others. Most

notable among them was the notice to remove Jagdeep Dhankhar

as vioe-] R:ealdem and Chairman of the Rajya Sabha hut no less sur-

prising were the Treasury benches disrupting proceedings even as the
fpclaltlnn insisted it wanted the Houses to function at all costs.

t is the first time in the history of the Ra,lga Sabha that a manda I
day notice has been given for the removal of its chairman. .-\rtlcl!ih (bjof
the Constitution says a vice-president may be removed from office by pass-
ing a resolution in the Rajva Sabha which is agreed to by the Lok Sabha.
The notice precedes the resolution seeking his remoyval.

India is an electoral democracy where peaple are elacted to their legisla-
tive posts through polls with Ihe backing of political parties. The practice
for the elected representatives so far, however, has been to present them-
selves as reprasentatives of the antire electnlnle It i from this pclaltlnn
that they derive their moral authority to act in the name of all p
Those holding portfolics of executive power such as mindsters have of en
been aceused of acting in mr&:&n n}l]nnﬂelg hu}t]the Pﬂg]ld.entu an&:l:ve-

8. nts have en hanourable exl:ept 5.
After the disruptive iy Dhankhar, however, has proved to be an
interventions of the exception among exceptions in terms of his
functioning as chairman of the Rajya Sabha in
the last two years. His interventions in the

House appear to be prompted by the thought
that the Opposition members are uninvited
glleatn there; even senjor leaders do not get the

Fer:t they are due. Leader of the Opposition
Mai Iksrjun Kharge iz spot on when he says the
chairman acts as the spokesperson of the gov-
ermment when he {8 supposed to be the custodi-
ingful an of the rights of all the members.

Given that the NDA has a majority both in the
Council of States as well as in the House of the
Peaple, and that the alliance has already volced its s t for him, Mr
Dhankhar faces no immediate threat of losing his chair. It is up o him to
contemplate if he has been true to his constitutional lespnmihi]lty. ar
whether he should press ahead with the thought that his performance will
form part of the resume that he prepares for his next position.

After the disruptive interventions of the Opposition washed cut the first
week of the Winter Session, it is now the turn of the Treasury benches fo
ensure that no meaningful discussion happens in the Houses. The behav-
iour of the ruling party members borders on strangeness when they raise
media reports pointing to what they feel are questionable links Opposition
leaders have wlth uestionable peaple. Why they would stall the Houses
inatead of putting the Opposition leaders in the dock by allowing them to
function remains a mystery.

It has now dawned on the Opposition that they are the biggest losers in
the game of disruption and it wants the Houses to function. It should at
least now realise that the people have sent its members here to hold the

overnment to account for its sing of commission and omission.

mocracy becomes a winning proposition when all the players recognise
their roles and act responsibly.

FM, new RBI chief signal cut

inance minister Nirmala Sitharaman's statement that inflation is a
major cha]]e;':‘se faced by countries around the world and that no
country can solve it alone appears to have set an agenda for new RBI
overnar Sanj. ag Malhotra, who took charge a few hours before she made
this statement. In his initial remarks after assuming office, the RBI gover-
:nm aaid the central bank has to be alert and agile to meet challenges and
cannot remain stuck to continuity and stability.

The statements of Ms Sitharaman and Mr Malhotra, when seen ther,
appear to hint at an imminent cut in repo rate during the Monetary Policy
Committee's bimonthly review meeting in Felwusry During the
Shaktikanta Das, the KBI remained aqumﬁ; focused on controlling infla-
thon, sometimes even at the cost of sacrificing some economic growth.
Under Mr Malhotra, the RBI could focus on boosting economic growth.

The newfound urgency in New Delhi's North Block as well as Mumbai’s
Mint Road to take measures to promote the economic growth has come

after the country's GDP growth slumped to a seven-guarter low of 5.4 per
cent in the July-September quarter, which was much lower than even the
mast rewlmlqllc projections.

While it is true that the central Inmk does not have enough tools to con-
trol inflation, which was fuelled by ly shortage, the government as
well as RBI should remain cunsnlaua the fact that inflation affects an
average family the most. The central rnment as well as state govern-
ments should, therefore, chip in to address supply issues to tame inflation.

India is, in fact, still a m income country in terms r capita
income, which is still nearly half of war-rav: Iraq's and slightly less
than Africa’s qn\m‘l\r stricken Angola's. The government should, there-
fore, try to balance economic growth and inflation, instead of 1ea||lng
towards any cne of them.
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Tap private sector for
climate change goals

Parsa

' Venkateshwar

Rao Jr

in favour of protected mar-
Joets behind tariff walls. It
is clem' that governments
eannat bear burdemn of
providing basie services o
the per if the markets
do not fourish, 'l'hesnma.]

hfre wala huge
sappointment
across all devel-
aping countries
at the deal which
finally emeorged at the
COP climate summit in
Baku, Azerbafjan, late last
month. The  devel
eouniries had agre
increase the fund commit-
ment to help ﬂevp]n&l.ng
eouniries to green r
economies from $10 bil
lion annually, made at the
landmark 25 Paris sum-
mit, but which was not ful
filled consistently, to £io
billion  annually,  The
demand from the develop-
countries was for $1.3
trillion i Net Fero emis-
sbans were to be achieved
by 2050 and the global tem-
ratures kept below 1.5
Egneu Celsing above the
pre-industrial era levels.
The assurance was given
by the de\-'el.clE‘ed. ocountries
that the gap in fund
between $300 billion and
314 trillion — wmll.d be
m\'eredb\ i SOUTCes
tlum FIFE[I'IEI‘EI'III]
hlnd.lmg. including multi
lateral development banks
and private investors.
There was justifinble
seepticism on the part of
the developing economies
whether this target would
aver
The nce'pllclsm on the
part of  developin
econamies is indeed uﬂf
fled because ralsing
from the market o meet
climate change goals is
unrealistic because the pri-
vate investors look for
returns im a reasonable
time frame. The debate
ahout the participation of
the private sector in play-
ing & substantial role in

responding  fo  climate
change challenges has
been going on quite

same time. An argument
was offered during the
COPE summit in Dul

2023 that the private sec-
tor's global carbon emis-
shans were 70 per cent, and
that it had a responsibility

ments

The aim? To being in
Intemdent

Das leaves behind
robust legacy: Will
it be smooth sailing =
under Malhotra?

m:mmam
d after

‘tration delivered bold

Yet, the

ITIJnr]eII central banking.

wmmmmwmmw:n

116 lakh crares into the banking sy

ent’s cholce at’M.rDan and
now br — aignals a clear

mm:mmmm

salely an performance metrics. While Mr Das'

lesdership underscored continaity and controd, it
spmﬂghnd a shift away I'I’gu independent-

m;em:elhr

Police Service (IPS),
Until now, o
posts could be

doors to professicnals

ta help with the task of su
forllngpl ts which wil
ise the poon-
oy It i8 an argument that
nieeds to be kept alive and
many af the private sel:tnr
players are willing
their bit. Again, is
u‘rlicl.sm how  sincare
effective t.'he plhvsle

tar efforts

[:1 this eltlmtm‘ !ilua
tion, there have bean some
interesting developments
in Africa. They have ot
vaceived enough attention,
and they have not been
t The African
ukers

Ibel that they should not

longer an the
Ial' nl, the devel
vmr]d o meet Ihe chs

lenge  of

change.

EOVEETUMENtE
advanced economies
would shrink in the future.
".I‘h.el.r respansibility as the
ges polluters remains
isputable and it is
bome out by the cumula-
tive COE emiasion figures,
with the share of the
United States at 29 per cent
1457 billion tonnes) and
that of Europe, technically
veferred to as EU 26, at 22
per  cent (35  billion
tonnes), with China at a
relatively distant third
position at 127 ocent
{200 bll'liun InlmesJ and
India's mind

I e Thsr‘&elﬂﬂjh“:m
change. They they
sh:F iluwnwm
of mahg mmis collective-
ly in Africa and turn to the
markets in Africa and

across the world,

The African  Develap-
ment  Bank has i’nined.
hands with the Climate
Investments Funds'
Capital Markets Mech-
anism, and the CIF has
announced its bond listiny
at the Londom  Stoc
Exchange. The announce-
ment was made in Baku on
Movember 12, The CIF has
been in existence since
2008 and it has been sup-
porting  climate change

ects across countries.

t the funds value is a
mere §12 billion, which can
be termed a drog in the
ocaan. But it ns the
daoar to a global market
which should be of great
importance as the century
passed and the challenges
posed by climate change
wiould anly increase.

It must be recognised
that the long-term trend is
that aof declining gmmh in
the developed economies
due to a variety of reasons,
including the shift in man-
ufacturing base away from
thesa countries and toe
Asia. S0, the ability of the

& the Reserve Bank of India (RBD pre-  As Mr Malhotra steps into this lnle
the financial comnunity will ke
}nhalm'mlheﬂﬂl‘s_ﬂu;mnwmmﬂnmm

baten has been

lm.tﬂtechalle of inflation, prowth, and global
heuﬂnf';hmminm%ewhgmzm

CBI MOVES TOWARDS
MUL’

The Central Burean of Investigation (CBI) is get
Mr Das, & veteran habu with an abil 1l
msmmpmlmqmmmm =
mmln; abaut his plnna Evm m w

d-th

ey
Mll—malled.lwmmmofhhvhltma
Chennai hospital — added to the prolonged

Intrigue.
M:Dm'lzmlmhnbem vodal, marked by sta-

mm\lmlwm the super-
of police (SP) level by opening
from cutside the Indian

15 af the 75 SP-level deputation
ed by officers from mn-po]iee

up the

ounds. That number

pan-
dambindum‘l econamic upheaval. His admlnin— intent. The new rules
MRASLERS,

CBImhenlled

This shift hl\'tm about
the CHI te handle complex financial crim
a multidisciplinary investigations he‘rber

turbulent times.  bac has now burmiped
the u nwuuarunnm upto thnymseemllkennedmn!eshl.l’l.htm
ved the RBI through the bureaucracy-speak, even smal

s signal

allow half the SP posts in

deputation sml I:he n!u:
‘s nat just

e
cent (48 billion lunne!]
Russia, with its cumula-
tve CO2 emissions at six
per  cent (101 billion
tomnies), stands betwesn
China and India.

At the Africa Climate
Summit held in Nairobi in
July this year, releasing
the third edition of the Un-
it ons Development
Programme's  Africa In-
vestment Insights Report,
ﬁxwel] Gomera of UNDP

rica Bustainahle
Finance Hub  said:
“Through  the UNDP

Afrbca Investment Ina]gjua

Report. we turn Africa's
climate challenges into
imvestment opportunities
for the private sector, as

r the continent's own
ambition  captured  in
national NDCs"

Afrbca’s trust in the mar-
kets might look naive
given the fact that
al markets have been
under stress even since the
worldwide financial reces-
sion of 200708 and the
Covid-18 pandemic inter-
ruption  of 2IIHD—22
Oounmeaareulru

back to prne 1»

els of growth. The gen
eral uenument acrass the
Enhe. amang the youth,
rmers and workers, is
against firee markets and

st utopia slm;lh‘:nm
lvate

sactor must rernverlu ani-
mal spirits, and it must be
pneeba h:tolmw\iu-nf
combating e change
1L Trdia and China
snd mnny o{her M
market economies have
succassfi d

tapped the pri-
vate sector bo spur growth,
Sa, the private sector can
be an tive pathway to

sustain the climate cf
action plan, The exa
of the African
Development Bank with
the Climate Investment

s that there can
be collaboration batween
governments and the pri-
vate sector.

The challenge is to make
de-carbonisation a prof-
lmb]genture This wnuE

uire o smart stra
mhg it deman.d«iﬁ“‘en.
People now understand the
hazards of climate change,
from droughts and floods
to heat waves and cold
wiaves. They are feeling the

1.n and the discomfart,

le  demand

chnnge :ﬁmga happen. As
1c|ng as developing coun-
fes depend on the devel-

nped economies, the devel-
aped eoonomies will con-
tinue to call the shota. The
technological break-
throughs for the green
economy shauld now flow
from the developing
economies, nds  for
research and development
must be stepped up in
these countries. This could
also laad to the advanced
economibes turning to the
Asban, African and Latin
American countries for
technology transfers. '"Lia
is not a w unrealistic
expectation. It needs tnle]

done. Call it lhe Christo-
pher Columbus spirit. Set
out to reach the old eastern
ideal of and eco-
nomic balance and you
will end up at a new place,
and new 5 OPET L.

The writer is a Delhi-
based commentaior and
analyst
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HELP HUSBANDS

The unfortunate case of
the Atul Santosh suicide
shows that there are a sig-
nificant number of hus-
bands suffering silently
because of stringent anti-
dowry provisions being
used by cold calculating
women to squeeze them
dry of their financial assets.
While the war of the roses
will never be eliminated in
a husband-wife relation-
ship, the allegations made
against the judge in what
can be safely taken as a
dying statement miist
worry the nation most of
all. News of corruption in
the judiciary always came
out in whispers, but the
suicide note of the
deceased makes it clear as
to how the judges can
drive anybody to despair
with financial demands.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

A BAROMETER!

THE BUZE surrounding the Oxford
Ward of the year — “brain rot” — isnot
without reasom. The anmual tradition
of lik:thumnes picking o Word of the
Year hat more than a mere lin-

istic mw:he 1t serves as a cultural
arometer, reflecting the collective
ethos, mood and precccupation of sock-
ety at a specific moment of time. Thus
Cambridge has named “manifest” as
its selection and Collins chose “brat”,

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

SELFISH CONGRESS

THE AAP and the Congress have bath
announced that they will not form an
sl.hnlwe in Delhi for the upcoming elec-

Both are constituents of the
[ND]A bloc and fought the Lok Sabha
alections together in May this year.
Hence their fighting separately now

7]

may affect bath the and will be
an advantage to BJP. Sadly, it
appears that both the parties have not

learnt any lessons from the Haryana
Assembly elections which they contest-
ed separately as well. The AAP ia car-
rying the weight of anti-incumbency on
its shoulders and the Congress wanted
no part of it. We have to wait till
February to know the outcome of such
selfishness.

D.B. Madan
New Dethi

Finaneial aften de i with HUL raises questions about impartiality.
tise beyond tradithonal pn?‘hl;—lhjnk forensic %ﬂeﬂwhm\@hﬂnwemw
sud.il:ln;. l'lmmdul unnhrxis. and cybercrime ]:r Just Critics argue that external appmm
hoard officers with such skill though umerﬂ:
miaaslesln righ.tdlmctlnn tlwa Shikha Gupta xpa‘lmrml]d
the four-year cap on deputation n‘.Sebd ini

tenure remains intact. While it ensures a constant
inflow of fresh talent. it also means the clock is

ticking for these specialists to make an im internal dynamics, Its employees o view
mLsmm!rmemxamws:kmwhmmﬂn: this as sidelining its own tal-
erime-solving in the 212t century needs more emt — & sent memories of
]ualabad,gemdnhamn Itmedsml.m‘lsﬂmlhmk Pramod Rao's nt from ICICI Bank in
v — and now, the CBI seems ready to 2002 which triggered dissent.
emhmﬂmch fssue here is the perceived prosion of
Sebi's autonomy. When top roles are filled w!r.h
SEBIS DILEMMA: ou]'.sld!s. !l:uls:l,y those linked to
AND INTERNAL FRUSTRATIONS fior whi norumr
Sebi is no stranger to turbulence, but the latest lsmm IntmcthnFar b to maintain its cred-

& d
e

temtion?

shauld go te internal c.nnd.hl.a.lea. net external

hires parachut:

i
This discontent comes amid a swirll

cracks within its ranks.

ikha Gy
tion head at Hindustan Unilever Ltd
executive diector (ED) has reportedly ruffled
MMH:mnng SEblq employees. Their con-

aspirat
comtro-

versy surrcunding Sebi chairperson

ardhabi
Puri Buch, almaﬂ{!undx seruting following alle-
indenburg repart. Adding fuel

gations tied to the
to the fire is Ms Gupta's
Buch — her hushand's Lanj

rumered connection ta
pstanding associatio

lbdlil:r. it must address this trust deflcit,

‘Transparent hiring practices
micatbon with its internal teams would go & long

and robust cormmu-

m@l such revalts.
question Sebi faces fsn't just
that such pnsithm sboutMsGupm‘s !t"ubwtwhether
the regulatar is ﬂnﬂw

ons with the need g: enemale
Getting that balance right s critical for its fisture,

Love them, hate them fgnove them &t national
peril, is the habu guarantee and Dilip's beliaf

b aniabomat oo
ob &
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GST imperatives

GST Council should not introduce 35 per cent slab

—
Decpak Sood

hie Modi government after
T a prolonged consultative

process, brought in
historic tax reforms with the
introduction of Goods and
Services Tax in 2017, bringing on
board the States tobe a part of the
econamic reform journey.

Withintroduction of the GET
in 2017 aslew of Centraland State
taxes were subsumed into a single
national tax, simplifying the
complicated and fragmented tax
framework that had resulted in
rax cascading (tax on tax).

The cascading effect of levies
Meant more tx 0N onsumers
and complicated compliance
burden for the trade and ind

TAX RAT ES. Balancing revenue
and growth soc:

In away, the two premises are
contradictory. If there are health
concerns and

The Centre and States have
done well in transforming the
indirect tax regime implemented
thirough the GST Council,
presided by the Finance Minister.

TAX BUOYANCY

Positive results ave seen in the
form of buoyancy i the indirect
Laxrevenue.

Im the first year of its operation
the average monthly revenue was
86,174 crore which has grown in
the current l{mr voamonthly
average of £1,78,543 crove,
showing a CAGR increase of 11
per cent.

Ewentl h things have
stabilised quite well there are
manyareas that rcquirc attention
o bring parity in mar
where apcrctayrc c]m:gmtlun

disputes orare open to

of
so-called demeriz gooag needs to
be discouraged, where is the
question of government revenue
poing up?
I consumption would
result indecline in revenue to the

mhﬁucr.
GETisafrerallacc

Political cocktail in Bangladesh

TOUGH CALLS. The turmoil and shifting alliances between major players in Bangladesh are a challenge for India

=_||.H'-
;
<

PRATIM RANJAN BOSE

angladesh is set for another
churn. Political equations
are rapidly changing. The
first mgns‘::fth?gllcgi.n the
spike in anti-India rhetoric.
The rest will be clear with the retum of
‘Tarique Zia, the exiled chief of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, in Dhaka.
The chances are, he may return soon.
‘Tarique was sentenced in six cases. He
was acquitted in twoon December 2.
Four were pending. His mother, former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia was
acquitted inkey cases on November 27,
She was released from house arrest
the military, before Muhammad Yunus
took cath as interim head.
Tarique has been offered a red carpet
]:artofancmclgmcyp]mtoslwrhc -
coml:lnmons#zlllcgal interim

shape of an all-pa
- pe -party ECONOMIC PAIN. The pafitical disturbance has resulted in searing food prices and low industry capacity utilisation suses

tax. And If the arg isthat
demand for these items is
inelastic to price rise, that means
consumption would not come
down anyway.

The proposal to bring ina new
tax slab of 35 per cent plus cess, as
reported in the media, would also
lead to illicit trade escaping the
GET ner.

COMPLIANCE FACTOR
Higher rates lead to incentives to
avoid taxes while lower slabs
mvarlab]r mcuurs&c trade and

P N causing revenue
lossjevasion.

There ave mary peoducts
suffering from an inverted dury
structure.

The GST Council had setupa
Groupof Ministers on rate
rationalisation. The objective is
thar going forward we havea
maore simplified rational tax
structure.

SIN GOODS TAX
It has been reported in the media
thar the Group of Ministers on
GST rate rationalization has
recommended introduction ofa
new tax slab of 35 per cent over
and above the existing four slabs
foran areay of items, which are
considered as demerit goods.
Some even describe them as ‘sin®
oods.

The logic for such a high tax
slab is artributed to health
concerns; and as such
consumption of such goods needs
tobe discouraged.

The 35 per cent slab s also seen
as a revenue raising measure for

ply with the tax
me.
easonable GST rates would
also mean higher tax revenue for
the exchequer as the gross tax
collection s adirect tionof
consumption which rises on
lower sale prices.

Additionally, the idea was to
reduce the number of GST rate
slabs from four to three in order
to simplify the tax regime.
Hawmm?nfyaddl g snghcr slab
would be contrary to this
objective.

There might be a tempration
later to include more and more
products under that category,
which may further slow down
consumption and fuel inflation.

For the sake of buoyancy in the
revenue to the exchequer and
robust consumption demand, the
GST rates need tobe moderate
rather than excessively high.

Atatime when the Indian
economy needs ademand
booster, the tax raves should be on
the lower side.

gl

Thewriter is Secretary General, ASSOCHAM

d Prime
R[mls(cr ‘i]u:l]dl Hasina's Awami League

and Jatiya Party —whichwill conductan  board asinking shiporshould hewaitto  and events took their own course. The Dras broke that design. He was keen to

carlyclcr:tl.on start witha clean slate, by waiting fora student force fizzled out in no time. exchange support for protection of
wants o popula dare? The answer will be Many cooedinators of the July protest Hindus and other minorities. This was
d.Iw:rm |ur|sk5am:lpu|:ups show of out soon. claimed allegiance to Islamic forces. The

ugvamm for BNP to dump Famaat
rest became unpopular even among the that histo mtr ¥ brought five- :‘D':PCI
student community due to their cent vote. 'lhcydlqcmscdpo:sihilitim
‘high-handed attirude. with Das.

But [slamists, led by a well organised ssibility of Hindu support to
Jamiaat-g-Islami, hcc?mcmr i BNP cd.]sm;ayt. Dras was arrested
prefer toassume power through reported idling or closure of 24 units in ambitious. They not only restored their against the wishes of mary in Yunus
clcalon which BNPwould inevitably November. establishments, once destroyed by team. Ideologue Farhad Mazhar has
win? Hasina, but went out to-capture the openly demanded his release.

‘What makes BNP’s choice ANTI-INDIA RHETORIC entire political space. However, that failed to change the
particularly difficult is the potential The recent spike inatrocities against Atrocities on religious minorities gruundsccnario]mcamc in the
isolation of Bangladesh on the foreign minorities and anti-India rhetoricisa werea definite fall out of the free run of socio-political real té(u{lhng'lad.cﬂh,
policy front. Donald Trump's victory in part of an age-old survival formulain the [slamists. But the bigger impact was Hindus are identified with India.
the U8 has limized the fall-back options 1and Pakistan, ised by felt when they tried to infringe on Meanwhile, the student force reunited.

national unity against Hasina to the
world. They are keen for an assured
power transition to ENP.

The big question is: Would Tarique
take this short-cut to power o, wouldhe  largest industrial house Beximeo

‘That said, The BNP has to share the
blame for lawlessness and economic
destruction in the last four months,
Food prices are soaring. The country's

B
of the Yunus administration, beholden any embattled regime. electoral ally BNP's space. Clashes Mab power was back with the
to the Biden administration, to China Inits early days, students and between BN P and Jamaat activists EOVErnment.
and Pakistan. Islamists acted ag the political arms of became commonplace. BN started

"I‘]nt 's too narrow a choice for any the Yunus administration. Theysilenced  criticising the government. SECURITY CONCERN

The ¥unus administration is now bound
toralse anti-India (and pro-Pakistan)
pitch as a last resort. This will leave
behind a long-term security challenge
for India. Many in Bangladesh are
worried about the consequences of
release of terrorists during July-August.

Thie big lesson for India is, it should
never put all its eggs in one basket
(Hasina).

angladeshi rament. Should

every potential eritic of the interim
1‘anquc the Prime Minister in waiting,

government, using mob power,

‘With Yunus promising to remain
seated till the “reforms™ are over; Dhaka
was abazz with the potential end of the
BNP-Awami League binary, with an
Islamic coalition anda party led by
students taking centrestage.

The apprehensions gained
momentum due to sustained legal bans
on Tarigue and Khaleda Zla_ Huwc\rcr
everything did not g F

THE HINDU FAGCTOR

In a parallel development, Hindu
minorities became united under the
popular leadership of ISKCON monk
Chinmay Krishna Das. To the dismay of
Islamists, this created a new politic
equation in Bangladesh.

Hindus have over nine per cent vote in
nearly one-third of 300 Parliamentary
seats. Inthe past, this vote was either

d or dedicated to Awami League.

Whether BNP's Tarique
Zia would join the interim
government or would

he prefer to come to
power through an election
remains to be seen

Thewrtter & anindspendenteslumnist

Makhana gains popularity, but producers should benefit

Mohit Sharma mechanisation. Harvesting Makhana must provide price guarantees to shield

the Centre and States. requireshlghlynldﬂed]slww growers from market volatilicy.
akhana, also ki a8 fox from the Mallah There needs tobe a concerted effort
nut, kas emerged as one of munmmltywhldl constitute about 2.5 toregister all genuine producers under
India's most talked-about per cent of Bihar's population. But the theﬂl tag. The current small nurber
hehind hl.l*iil‘lC%Slil‘lC superfoods inrecent years. Withits younger people from the Mallah does not reflect the
thenimdu = - . rich nutritional pruﬁ]eandmldl:i?'h community may not be interested in acun] seale of Makhana production in
= - health benefits, the humble seed from continuing this work. Eihar.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. Bihar hias earmned global recognition. The reliance on manual labour, Expanding the myntml.onpmneaa
North Bihar has long been the centre of ibined with a lack of! MAKHANA. Boosting roinclude me
December 13,2004 its production. infarming techniques, constraing benefiting farmerscmsan peds]Lyfmle’wpﬂ production
In onged issues of floods in production capacityand limits Iu.l:sl.lkemrbmn,ga,l\iadhuham and
istry ks the whi ishing cos. ﬂler;]q'quwjmmmlymmsd scalahility, 1eadingtgepl1.eeu soaring, At g i hi ‘hl among others will ensure
riortsing investar protectian, garticularhy srall westars,the Ministry of makhana intoa blessing ndisguise.as  the same time,producers —latgely  are amongthe primary production that the benefits of the GI tag flowro
Corporate Affairs (MCA) hasinitiated pross 18 againit vanishing comparies it asgisted not reaping th centres. the grassroots level and community
under the Companies Act as wel ascther legidations, “On review of the cngoing le]wmmthelocalemy. Thereare very limited that For has about development is taking place.
actions againgt thevanishing comparies, those companies that came up with public Makhamna's eted after &mwhmmlveﬂhigﬁprlcenpm 0,000 primary producers, sucha small Lastly, the government must
|»mdmr|g'|§93-g-l-a|d'|994-95 au]ual |5l‘|=|!w?)|puhl(. money, focus b it received the ical Indication  {producer's share in consumer's rupee) nmnberohugwcruadmenmm intervene to regulate the influx of
laid e o taking tir suchcoempanies, their G} tag as ‘Mithila Makhana' on April a8 red to the traders. to confer economic benefits. Asa. market entrants to prevent the
prometers and directon,” said the Mu&Culnpunyl\lfml;Mr Presm Chand Gupta a certification that marked its The GI tag for Mithila Makhana, result, the benefits intended for the formation of monopolies or price
uniqueness and authentici granted to 21 districts in Bihar, has local community are not trickling manipulation by powerful lobbies. A
Tatas trying out Chinese auto parts for ¥1-lakh car recognition attracted an | undoubtedly raised the profile of this down. Moreover, the absence ofa balanced, fair-market approach, with
Tata Maters Lid, which has promised launch an ertry level car with s 1 bk price entrepreneurs, start-ups, and traders, valuable commodity. However, a closer proper traceability mechanism, like, active government regulation, is
tag, is tryirg out Chinese aute comganents. far the ambitious preject, compary all etgermlxpimdlegmwlnggluhsl look at the figures reveals a disconnect HSN code for Makhana, further necessary toensure that Makhana
sources said here today, "Weare locking at whether Chiness auto parts, cheager by market. The surge in demand, between the Gl tag and its real-world complicates efforts to maintain trust remains a boon for both producers and
30-40 par cent, couid be keyto cur efforts tolaunch Rs 1-akhcar in ldka,” said an has led to a major supply-demand impact on the producers. and transp
alfieial fren Tata Intermational Ltd. imbalance, pushing prices to ing to the GI mg!utry,nn]yb? narkets.
ecedented levels. authorised users are ‘The wriber i facubty of Agribusiness at Dr. Rajendra
VAT joint panel meeting today mﬂ)e production process is the Gl tsg—uurpr]al.ng ﬂwma]url POLICY INTERVENTIONS Prasad Central Agriculural Unversity, Bifar, Views:
The first rreeting of the joint corerittes o VAT i slated to mest on December 13 labour-intensive, with minimal of them are based in Kishanganj, while First and foremost, the government expressed are personal
(M) under tha Chairranshis of W Bangal P, Mr Asim Daggupta.
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EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Part of flawer (5) 0. Lending glace far

04 e of kitchen furaiture (7)  readers (6,7)

02 Walks upon (§)

03, Windermere district (5)
@ 04, Twa perfarmers (3)

05 Mewts (4)

6. One pasing for picture (§)
07, Madde a8 ew

(engine] (13

11, Derby racecourse (5)
13, Intrepid (8)

15 Shea-bawyar (M of V) ()
16 T spit (6)

18 To stupedy (4)

22 (To) help (3)

1. Turned pleat inte semething that naturally ufals (5)
4. He ry put Banclages on ane smartly tuened sut (7)
QB Erupas, the way cne does when getting avway from
ganl (63)

@5 Twitch of facial muscles that ice causes internally (3)

0. Piece of advice From Pelanius ignored by
reades here? (67)

02, Strest is up : study inside bits of the steps (&)
03, Criergan country was & district for posts (8)

0. Escapes fram prisen (6,3)
09. Spasmedic facial twiteh (3)
10. Gratify a whi
12, itend (4)
14, Flavouring fram

04, Two peaple give a party with upper-class entry (3)
10, Gratify sppetite st home and start dinner with glue 05, Creatures that went, tepless, an top of the sand (4)
Friisture (7] 06, M easy target fer ene having his pertrait dene (6)
07, Direct ane in, do, if thus made to loak like new (13}
1. Racecourse far the saks (5)

13, Lass free of trouble, but how bold she is! (B}

15, Sailor's |ef vith first-class returm foe ady

barrister (&)

16, Low haurt il entered to de a bit of arithmetie (6}

19, This snocker shat may astound ane (4)

22, Itis Frst given by wary of resuscitation (3)

urnbelifiereais plant (7)
17. Caal, using breath (4)
18. Coektail, aperitil (7)
20, Toward the stern (3)
21. Dramatic actor,
playwright ()

23, Lorged fer (73
24.Use cash (5)

12 hverage ane will have it in mind Lo schieve (4
1413 o be found in areguirement of flavouring (7)

17, Sourd the whistle as beuer delivers it? (4

1B Push back can ane used far cocktail (7)

20, Crafesmen take it in, astern (3)

21. Being edderty, is inthe wrong train for a serious actor (%)
23, By warted sorne tieme to fashicn the end (7)

24 Pass the time and use the necessary (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2587

ACROSS 1. Argel 5. Bass 7. Bark 8. Raindrop 9. Reverss 11, Must 12, Hundredweaight 15, Maor 17, Pressise 19. Raincast 21, Beel 12 Kesp 23, Tuned
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Skilling India
Carefid execution key to PM Internship Scheme

he PM Internship Scheme (PMIS),
I announced in the FY25 Budget, is aimed at

addressing the demand for a skilled
workforce and reducing the large numbers of
educated unemployed. There can be no denying the
need for such a training scheme, given the scale of
the issue at hand — low productivity of the existing
waorkforee, poor skillsets of the 371 million youth
(15-29 years) and the difficulties in making supply
and demand ‘meet’ even where the skill sets exist, or
can be ralsed with a bit of training,

PMIS' scope is ambitious, and rightly so.
Asa Standing Committee report of the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs has noted,
PMIS aims at providing internships to one
erore youth over five years with an outlay of
63,000 crore (over £60,000 per candidate).
PMIS has been conceived as a one-year
skilling programme in PPP mode, with the
Centre paying for 90 per cent of the
maonthly internship stipend of 5,000,
While the company concerned will do the
training, the Centre will screen the
applications and match the candidates’
suitability with the needs of the enrolled
companies. For the pilot scheme that is in
process, 280 companies have enrolled. The
scheme has identified 500 top companies,
based on their average CSR spends over the
last three years, The pilot has received over
six lakh applications for over alakh
internship posts in 280 corporates (one
aspirant can apply for multiple
internships), The Centre will electronically
mateh the applications with the skill sets
required by the compu concerned,
besides crucially also priovitising
soclo-economic inclusiveness, After this
round of sereening, the companies
concerned can — or rather, should ideally
e able to — pick interns as they deem fit.

The macroeconomic context for the
scheme is stark. According to the 1LO's
India Employment Report 2024,
unemployment rate among youths in 2022
wais six times greater for those who had
completed secondary education or higher
(184 per cent) and nine times higher for
graduates (29.1 per cent) than for persons
who could not read or write (3.4 per cent).
The skew becomes worse when gender,
rural-urban gap and caste are taken into
account. Ifthese companies are able to
successfully train lakhs of youth through
PMIS, it would lift labour productivity and
reduce unemployment.

The Standing Committee makes some
important ohservations to improve the
scheme, While collaboration with the top
500 corporates is good for a start,
engagement with SMEs and start-ups
would help, The panel suggests systems to
monitor post-internship outcomes.
Industry bodies can be involved here so
that all stakeholders benefie. Bur this
should not translate into pressure tactics
on companies toemploy the interns, Nor
should companies be forced to take as
interns all those referred to them by the
government. PMIS can work as a skills
scheme, provided it does not bring back
‘inspector raj’ in the running of business.
That would turn the clock back on over
three decades of reforms,

OTHER VOICES.
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Trump's threat to the media: time to pass the Press Act
Fears of a press crackdewn under Donald Trump's secand term
deepened with b nemination of Kash Pabel as FBI drector — ghen his
ealls for retributicn againg jaurnalists. et a rare chance to protect press
freedom has emerged. The bipartisan Protect Reporters from
Exploitative State Spying (Press) Act, the strangest press freesom
legislatian i LIS histary, i an the brink of avote, Whils Pregdent -glect
Trimg has urged Republicans to block it, the Senate coubd sl deliver it
to Joe Biden before the lame-duck session ends in January, The Press Act
kil ban secret government demands far jourralats’ commurieations
fram tech giants such as Google or Verlzon and protect reperters from
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ousing s expensive in

Irsddiss, This 15 usually

attributed to factors like

population size, land

searcity, high
construction cost, black money, nuchear
families, vacant properties, low ooy
space Index, monopolistic agencies like
Delhi Development Authority, and the
behaviour of developers and varlous
intermediaries.

Each of these factors can be
Important in some areas and vet the big
pheture for India s different. Home
prices are high mainky dwe to the high
prbee of land, This is, i turn, because
anly 0.2 per cent of the national Land
muss Inm'ru]':lod. by the top ten eitles in
Innclia (Das, Prashant, e al. 2009, Real
Entate in South Asia), There isa similar
story neross urban India more generally,
And, the prevailing “regulations™ on real
estane development go way beyond the
wonikngg laws that are needed for arderly
development.

There are excessive restrictions on
supply I different waiys — open and
subtle, Factors like slowand
discretionary approvals, and corruption
aree parts of the more familiar story, But
this is not all,

Exduting cities keep getting extended
bt it |8 very costly and messy 1o expand
housing and infrastructurne in this
fashion, Wi ave serlous congestion,
and high prices. We need several
nﬂt::ﬁr‘thnr new cithes,

Urbainisation in India is still st 34 per
cent; we are way behind China even afrer
considering thelr excesses. Very few new
clties have come up oveer the last 77 years
in India {cities like GIFT Ciryand
Amravath are exceptions). This needs to
clnnﬁu. It is true that the government is
spending heavily on infrastructure but
this Is malnly on ]llnllwn?l, ports, ete; it
s not on infrastructure for new
townships. Nor has the government
proactively, decisively and clearly used
an enabling policy for real estate
companbes to provide infrastrscture for
sorme new citics kn a phased manner
under State “masterplans”, S0, the
supply of new homes is very limiced
relative to the needs of the economy.

RURAL LAND

Relatedly, the price of urban land thaz is
already approved and has infrastructure
|u||||gh.ahm.tllnncnrhrvanuu:mrnn et
somewhat expensive, Now let us come
o the price of the main rural land. The
icnnmnm:m:lfu nder-allocation of land
for urban India, of course, implics excess
land in raral India. This suggests avery
Jow price there. But this s not what we
abserve. Whyt

Rl
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Why urban housing
affordable

isun

Farmmers are, by and lagge, reluctant to
sell Tand, even though the income from
farming s dismally low. The reluctance
I, in rurn, due to some very disparate
factors that include low real interest
raties on alternative assets like bank

urban India. So, theve is indeed
reluctanee to sell land in rural India,

“Thie main palicy solution is to phase
out the policles that restrice the supply
of housing in existing and new cities.
That adstﬁmnl appravals of land, and the

deposits, limived 1 | aleernative
Tivelihood opportunitics, and expensive
housing in cities.

All these are the very reasons why the
pricing provisions in the Land
Acquisition Act, 2013 Act were stringent
in the first place, So, although the price
of rural land |8 less than that of urban
land, it is not very low.

Cverall, we see then thas the high
price of homes inurban India is malnly
due to the inadequate sdditional supply
dug ti:l]%ﬂlm:.‘wlﬂﬂ. and the rural land
I ot available at very low prices for
FEARONE thunh:kuf in the pricing
provisions in the 2003 Act.

We have a viclous circle here, Given
thie reluctance vo sell land in vural India,
wie have limited urbanisation, And, given
the Inadequate urbanisation, there are
Timited alternative opportunities in

The main policy solution

is to phase out the
licies that restrict

the supply of housing in

existing and new cities

dditional provision or the enabling of
the provision for infrastructure can,
aftera slight lag, substantially increase
supply of homes and reduce urban real
estate prices,

“Thils can, bn turn, make It less difficult
toamend the pricing provisions in the
2003 Aee, which can reduce the price of
rural land, It will also helpif the other
concerns are addressed so that farmers
are less reluctant to sell their land.

MIBALLOCATION OF REROURCES
The suggested poliches can reduce home

rices, Incontrast, a scheme like the

‘radhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
reduces costs for the buyers mainky
through a subsidy in one way or another,
Sao,It s public money at work, What we
need is public policy instead.

At present we have too much rusal

Tand and too little urban land. Due to

[T

question of the feasibility of many new
cltles,

It s true that Fuhllc money and seate
capaciry are limited bur there can be an
enal under which comy
anid even cooperatives and public sector
agencies can build new cities, charge the
bayers for the infrastructure that they
prrwld.c.nnd carry out the marketing in
the broad sense of the term, Think of
Gurugram = ot least in its early stages.

Additional housing has been
meaningful due to the ample work
opportunities there, Animportant
driver is the low price of real estate
initially, though with some sk, But
there are lessons from Gurugram so that
fewer mistakes are made elsewhere.

Givien that the land peice s at present
Tiigh, evenwhere it is a consequence of
policy, the emphasis is often on high-vise
construction which tends to be capital
intensive, This ks the situation ina
labowr abundant economy. But it canbe
different ifland s cheaper. Then we can
Tave simple low-rlse constructlons in
much of India, Then there is greater
seapie for |nrrﬂulngumg|luymnnt. In

such and ather f
resources, we have, what cconomists
call, a dead-weight loas, This | a loss to
the cconomy as a whele. And, it is huge
inthis case and it recurs year after year,
Reducing such a loss is itself an
important part of the answer to the

o n, the “market” prices of
Tormes are high in India mainly due o
policy reasons and they can be lowered
mainly with policy changes.

Thamritar k an indepandare cconam ke b taught &
Ashoka Unbversity, 51 (Dall) and JhJ

M&As can drive India’s growth further

Apart from making capital available for infra development, they will open doors for new tech and markets

—
Dadsuke Nozaki
Dipak Daga

ndia has seen a rise in mergers and

acquidsitions (MEA), with aver 600

MéeA transactions being registered
annually sinee 2018.1 The comblned
walue of these transactions has increased
firom $50 billion to $60 billion annually,
between 2014 and 2017, and to $110
Iillion annually now, MéeA activity in
Iniclia b spanned all seetors and deal
shzes, but has been especially remarkable
for transactions exceeding $1 billion,

The M&A transactions have been of
three kinds: domestic, such as Tata
Group's acquisition of Alr India;
Inercased appetite of forelgn players wo
step-up in India, suchas Belglan
Prosimus Group scquiring a majority
stake in Route Mobi plobal
ambitions of Indian players, such as
Bliarti Adrtel acquiring astake in UK's BT
Group,

The acceleration of MEA activities
could be significant for India. MBcAs
have powered several cconomies: MikAs
a8 a percentage of GDI ovier the last 30
years, From 1994 to 2023, for the US has
averaged B.6 per cent, for the UK 9.8 per
cent, and for South Korea 5.7 per cent, It
hasbeen 2.4 per cent for India,

suggesting there is room for MeeAs to
drive India's growth further,

MéeAs could unlock economic
progressin India in multiple ways, such
as the followl

Impactful scale and exponential
growth, through domestic deals: MBAs
usually consolidave fragmented sectors,
Inerease efficlency, and achieve
econamies of scale, Strategic
scquisitions by Carnegie Steel in the lave
19th century, and the artendant
synergles, caused annual US steel
production to surge from 13,000 tonnes
inthe 18608 1o 1.2 million tonnes in the
early 19008 — mare than the combined
stee] production of England & Germany
then.

More recently, we have seen the
consolidation of kD, manufacturing
plarforms, material sourcing and
manufacturing bringing significant
growth in the ghobal automotive sector,
cupecially during the 1990s. Seetors such
as Insurance and auto components in
Indiacan benefit substantially from
consolidation, bringing more efficiency,
RED intensity, and, indeed, stronger
playvers,

Capiral availabilicy and
infrastructure development support,
through foreign players’ stepped-up
India play: MEcAs enable lity of

SYNERGIES, Will complemant growth

eusential capital to o country for scaling
infrastructure and boosting
productivity. nvestments in
infrastructure-related sectors through
MéeAs have driven overall eoonomic
rewth in several eountries, it unlocks
the pace and scale of capital that may not
otherwise have been accessible tolocal
infrastructure develapers, For example,
Brookfield acquired Tio's 1,245,000
communleation towers in a M-year
agreement for §3.4 billion, boosting Jio's

Telpachieve ambitious expansion plans.

Acquisitions also pave the way for

organisations to recelve and embrace

advanced technologles and innovation

that can transform thelr processes and
ucts,

Pl rifolio gaps, creating a more
Tolist] F.‘i?nmpﬂl.t v‘r’]mlhn hlllgllj to
reckon with globally: Strategic and bold
overseas Méots have paved the way for
Indinn companies to enter new markets,
and u'?lm:mu. For example, Tata's
acquisition of Jagusr Land Rover has
enhanced its global play and presence in
the luury car segment,

Programmatic M&A, which is when
companies pursue multiple small or
medinm-gize acquisitions to achieve

cific growth, innovation and/or
efficiency objectives, with distinetive
aeeution peross oll stages of MBA —
from steavegy and sourcing to due
dlllqrnur.dcnlund inzegration — playsa
eritical rode in driving growth. It can
mmplcmum arganie growth and propel
India towards its aspration of goiny
beyond a$30 trillion tmm:m’ﬁly aﬁm

50 potential and unbocking capital for
Jio's further growth in telecom.

Open doors to new markets and
technology, through glebal ambitions of

Oalsuike Moaakiis aSanior Partner inWcnsey's Tokyo
abhor, and Dipak Dagali n Asscciate Partrat b tha
Mumbalofhce, Theauehors thark Srujan Tvarl

Indian players: MéeA can gi pani
| new markets and

(Mckiaay B fer his support
for this article
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= rehers to 'Inssituti ons mast act

bwes Chinese ¢ ompanies to a trade restriction kst for allegedly enablng
Fights violations. Canacda anncunced sanctiors on eight former and eurrert
Chinese officials, citing alleged “stabe-led™ human ri
Elmshouses shouldnt throw stones. Both countries have glaring human rights
Insuies thart ghee them na sadkdle an which Lo sit ona high horse tilting at
windmills by smesring and viblying China by spresdng lies about alleged
human rights abuses in the country, The US and Canada
In e pasition te lecture countries about human rights, nar do they have any
roinicls b ek A8 A Lidge A S7LSLRRTily Mgaee BANERIGRS . e sicies )

Jail fesr refusing to reveal SOUFGEL. ot b |0

_ CHINADAILY |

US and Canada thrown from their high
Tueschry marked Hurman Rights Day. Te "observe” it the United States ad ded

horse

respiesneibility in ensuring ndia’s
continued grawth: Malhatra’
(December 1), the new ABI
Gavernar Sanjay Malhotra sppears
to have a different sppeaach fromhis
predeceste towards meoetary
policy, given his stress on sconome

nateworthy and paints ba his lkely
appreach bowards palicy
Feernulation teaugh consiltation
with all quarters of repositaries of
knawiedye, His earlier active
participation, contribution ard
experienice in fical palicy
Feermiilation at the Centre waild

ard reap good retuens idvidually
) entectivl

et in cellecthve farming s that the
aforesaid farmers wil ot Fal an pasy
prey to unarganised maney market
players, who charge usurious rates of
rkarest for thalr Ioans Collective
Paring cain b a game.changer In

any referenc
N, Greswth af

e
to cortaining inf

a8 viclations. Thoe in

and athers — are

P iy Horala ks hnan ai Rastur Bl kg 58 B4

mpartans, but
inflstion must continie to be
addressed and in focus, A balance
reeds o be struck between the
measures to tackde nflat ion and
peliey farmulatians aimed at
economic grawth, Malhotra's
statement that irformasion,
kieredje ad expertise’ s avalable

dehnitel in o stead
while gaiding the Monetary Palicy
Cammittes

the agric e farmers
sheukd unclerstand the spirk of the
model ard come together to

raju Chandramouli amelarate ther sconemic
Hyrherabid condiion,
Collective farming Chems
Aprepos Transforming agriculture . o .

(December 1), the colk
fa

i mdel can by all mears help
il afidl sriall Farers use

PP
The eollective farming approach foe
sirall faeirsees, with back end

a ther
sustainability. Additiorally, imparting
hills a1 mnovation ir the farm
snpment by nudging the ehicren of
the ernall Fareners te actively
participate in develaping Innovathe
i re o el praducts backed by
dligial teche claghes would improve
the pradice and yiek sealabilty in
the long run.

Az, there & aneed far forming
enchisive FRO carmisting of
rmembsers from this m. al
sefgment, Far securing competieive
prices for their produce, seed
protection, bettar yleld, ete.

[

when freebies ga aver bosd"
(December 123 There is no doukit
that Malya Samiman Yejana 0
Iharihard ary Laelll ek Yojana in
Maharashira have clinched the deal
far the ruling aliances in these
States, bt ol politicsl parties ta look
bieyord these welfare schemes ard
e e sacial security, skills and jabs
st that weemen fram undeprivieged
sectiars get talead a chgnified I
and noe menely depend on these
freebies from State goverrenents . Al
political parties wil have 1 keep
populisen aside for the bettor
ecanamics
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